




































































































































































































































































































Note on the paintings of the 

Insects of San Domingo, exec~ted by 

M. de Rabie, between 1770 & 1784 

- - - - -- - - -

Among other valuable books recently purchased by Dr Casey 
Wood for the Bla.cker Library of Zoology of' McGill University(Here a set of 

four volQ~es or albums of paintings of the Nat History of San ~omingo, 
West Indies by M. de Rabie; and by th~ ~ Jt~t ~dy vf the Liorarian 0 I am 

" J/;._JP-hwn . priveleged to shew the remarkably fine paimtings ~ yeu lven before the 
librarian kimself has seen them. One vol. comprises the Birds, one 
the Fishes, one the l'ruits, and the one before you on the Insects and a. 
few Shells. 

Of the artist, I cannot at present tell you mv.ch, but will 
read the few words written by some one through whose hahds the volume has 
passed, from the title page. 

The Bird volmne at some not distant date was in the hands 
of the Smithsonia.n Inst at <J!ashingt on, :for Dr Wood sent o.,·er a let ter~ 
Prof A. Wetmore, Asst. Secretary wrote to him dated lAth February of this 
year discussing the matter of ·r1ri t ing up an article for some of th.e orn-
ithological Papers calling attention to these unpublished illustrations. 

Alter stating that whilt!~ at Washington, photographic copies w·ere made of% 
the plates, Prof Wetmore said that he had started to write a paper roe 
"The Au~", and tha~ he had found that there ~s a ~~gKt~ mention of 
Rabie in M:o :--~an cie Sa in t M,=H·e z "D"' sc r- i_ption u~ 13. pa.rti~ F ca.r.~c:ds l'Isl 
Sainc Dvlair~gue 1' Vol 1, 1797 pag"'...; 330, 33'7, and 424, where there is veri-
fication of the statement that he was chief engineer of the northern 

section anti his aame is gi•en as the one responsible for plans for a 



fountain at Cap Raytien and some other similar co:r.structio:na ~ 

The earliest reference to him dates back to 1?54, He did not begin his · 
paintings t .ntil 1'~70 or 1771 , so apparentlyfna.ce -;J-:is a. J'as time oi' h is 
la ter '1}e.J.rs " , 

I had h0yeu 1iha~ ;~r Uousley would have brought thes e 
pictures tc yovr attel.ltiOil :inste;;;.c of myse lf as he L:OVlc. have sai<i iiil1C}"l 
abovt -the Birds and something of the Fr~ting Plar.ts, but illness has 1\ 
made this impossible, eo I have been devoting a little while each day b 
going over the Insect pictures, rrarvelling at their accuracy and perfect iort_ 
in detail and colouration, ~e quaint French names.some of which Rabie 
undoubtedly coined while others \Vere evidently names current on the Island , 
The pictures of Imagoes at beginning of the book were evidently numbered 

. and arrang,ed by the Art j..st, but those fl)_rthex -Olfi and the !.'lost j_mportant 
are those in which the life history is illustrated and these are nearly 
all signed and dated and often ~ar little notes, ~h~ch one ~o.n, on~y wi~h WM.£ <fM-.J~d 0"- /L-f~ ~ --;{~ ih-f.L 1L";J-- ,?t ~ ~ I ju-l..f~ 1 ~,v~t~ ~'-:} V. ~were more lengthy." In looking over such notes one almost invariably 
finds 1.~seful or' curiuus information a.nd these insect notes proTe no 
exception, for example Prof W'etmore can only find reference to Rabie 
being in San Domingo as early as 1754 but if we read the legend on the 
sketch of Zaitha we read that lkt was 40 years prior to date he found & 
christened this bug "Le Trompe" that he a.rrivedj w~ic~ fixes the date at 
1744 (more or less). 

To shew these paintings here allowing them to speak for 
themselves is easy, but to prepare a.n article that will be readable as welt 
a.s historical seems much more difficult, and I am rather in doubt as to 
·.vhich. or ovr Ent. Journals to publish 1)'1. 

the notes when completed. "' If' Dr 
Wood were here I would not hesitate a moment about suggesting tha& he get one of his friends to publish to whole series in Colour. 

17..l/9o ; s ~~ 
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