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Britain in the Web 
of the 

Pro-German Spider. 
A Decade of Decadence. 

By SIR OEORGE 1\1.AKGILL, .Bart., 
SP,crctai'!J British Hmpi1·e Union, 34.6, St J'an'l, TF. C. 

For years Germany has been hatching a vast plot against 
Great Britain, and when I say against Great Britain rather than 
against Europe I have the authority of von Bernhardi himself. 
In 1912 he w1·ote, "Germany's further development as a world 
Power is possible only after a final settlement with England." 
That has been the ultimate goal of Pan-German ambition for a 
generation. _ 

Fifty years ago Prussia began to plot the downfall o£ France. 
I£ we glance at the history of the decade ending 1870 we find that 
in 1860 the Prussian Parliament resolYed to seize Schleswig
Holstein. Plans were carefully prepared while the Danish 
Government was assured of Prussian Friendship. In 18G4 the 
bolt fell, and the coveted coastline was annexed. Holstein was 
given to Aust1·ia as her share of the sp.)il. 

Palmerston pointed out at this time that at the bottom of 
Germany's design lay" the dream of a German fleet and the wish 
to get Kiel as a German seaport." Two years later (1866) Austria 
was beaten in seven weeks, and Holstein also was annexed by 
Prussia. In the same year the French Chamber rejected a scheme 

national service ! 
PAOIFICIST THEACHERY. 

Mean\vhile Bismarck, while professing the utmost friendship 
France, prepared for war. King \Villiam, Moltke, and 
arck, while the guests· of Napoleon III., almost openly 

as spies. In 18G7 -8 the French pacificists preYe.nted 
._,a.pv.Lc-v'u from strengthening the Army on the plea that wat· can 

be prm·ented by'' moral force." 'fhere is something curiously 
iliar in the phrase! In 1870 the French pacificists suggested 

ms.ar111ament to Prussia, and reduced the Army by 10,000 men. 
few months later Germany seized a pretext, invaded France, 
d between .July and January had crushed .her and annexed 
snce and Lorraine. 
Let us now compare the tragic history of that decade with 
t of the last ten years. To hark back to 1900, just about the 

me when the new German naval programme (admittedly 



aimed at England) was launched, there was founded here in 

London an Anti-Armament. League, under the Auspices of Sir 

John Brunner, Mr. Rudo]ph Lehmaun, l\Ir. Schreiner, and others, 

who opposed every attempt at military preparations in this country 

down to the very eve of war. 
It is an open secret that the Free Trade Campaign of 1905-{} 

was £nanced to a. large extent by money supplied from sources 

with a German or pro-German taint, if not indirectly from 

German secret Rervice funds. " \Ve shall never have war with 

Germany unless we have Tariff Reform," said a lawyer politician, 

then a Cabinet ·Minister. In politics the combination of the "Law 

and the Prophets " has proved full of peril to the nation. 

KAISER AS SPY. 

The £rst 1·esnlt o£ the triumph o£ the pro-German party in 

1906 was the reduction o£ the British shipbuilding programme 

by nearly half. From 1901 to 1904 the tonnage of armoured 

ships built by Great Britain was 361,000 against 145,000 tons 

built by Germany. Between 1905 and 1908 the £gures were:

Britain 222,000, Germany 224,900. In 1907-8 the Kaiser paid 

a prolonged visit to this country, and spent much time on the 

south coast obtaining military information, and, under the 

protection of our hospitality, openly playing the spy amid th& 

fulsome adulation of the pro-German press. 

'"rhe Kaiser in 1908 also wrote the famous letter to the First 

Lord of the Admiralty, attempting, under cover of extravagant 

protestations of friendship for this country, to influence him 

to curtail the British naval programme. About the same 

time Sir John Brunner protested in Parliament against the NaTy 

Estimates, saying that "in his opinion our Navy was anti

German, and its increase was due to interested agitation fostered 

by certain newspapers.'' 
In March, 1909, however, the nation suddenly awoke to the 

fact that by 1914: the German navy would be superior to the 

British in capital ships. Public opinion forced the Government to 

act, and our naval programme was increased to meet the menace. 

LORD HALDANE. 

Under Mr. (now Lord) Baldane the Army was reduced by 

ten battalions and 22,000 men. The coastal fortifications and 

the defences of London were dismantled and some 200 guns 

"scrapped." "They are going to disappear as fast as they 

can be made to do so.'' said he in 1906, and he kept his word. 

Within the past year these defences have had to be hastily 

replaced at an enormous cost to the country. Under his regime 

also over 3,000 men were dismissed from \V' oolwich Arsenal at a. 

time when Krupp's had increased their staff by 38,000 men, and 

the outbreak of war found the Arsenal seriously undermanned . 

.1\lcanwhile the Great Plot went steadily forward. Strategic 

railways were being pushed towards the Belgian frontier, and 

vast sidings on the connecting lines were being built literally 

night and day. The widening of the Kiel Canal, too, was being 

pressed on. In 1909 Germany compelled Russia. by an ulti

matum to acquiesce in the annexation of Bosnia and Herze

govina by Austria. In 1910 the German party assisted in 

overthrowing tbe British House of Lords, which, by an over-
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For years Germany has been hatching a vast plot against 
Great Britain, and when I say against Great Britain rather than 
against Europe I have the authority of von Bernhardi himself. 
In 1912 he wrote, "Germany's further development as a world 
Power is possible only after a final settlement with England." 
That has been the ultimate goal of Pan-Gm·man ambition for a 
generation. 

Fifty years ago Prnssia began to plot the downfall of France. 
If we glance at the history of the decade ending 1870 we find that 
in 1860 the Prussian Parliament resolved to seize Schleswig
Holstein. Plans were carefully prepared while the Danish 
Government was assured of Prussian Friendship. In 18G4 the 
bolt fell, and the coveted coastline was annexed. Holstein was 
given to Austria as her share of the spJil. 

Palmerston pointed out at this time that at the bottom of 
Germany's design lay" the dream of a German fleet and the wish 
to get Kiel as a German seaport." Two years later (186G) Austria 
was beaten in seven weeks, and Holstein also was annexed by 
Prussia. In the same year the French Chamber rejected a schemo 
of national service ! 

PACIFICIST TREACHERY. 

Meanwhile Bismarck, while profe~sing the utmost friendship 
for France, prepared for war. King \Villiam, .JUoltke, and 
Bismarck, while the guests· of Napoleon Ill., almost openly 
acted as spies. In 1867-8 the French pacificists preYented 
Napoleon from strengthening the Army on the plea that war can 
only be pre,?ented by'' moral force." There is something curiously 
familiar in the phrase ! In 1870 the French pacifi.cists suggested 
disarmament to Prussia, and reduced the Army by 10,000 men. 
A few months later Germany seized a pretext, invaded Franco, 
.and between .July and January had crushed her and annexed 
Alsace and Lorraine. 

Let us now compare the tragic history of that decade with 
that of the last ten years. To hark back to 1900, just about the 
time when the new German naval programme (admittedly 



aimed at England) was launched, there was founded here in 

London an Anti-Armament League, under the Auspices of Sir 

John Brunner, Mr. Rudolph Lehmann, Mr. Schreiner, and others,. 

who opposed every attempt at military preparations in this country 

down to the very eve of war. 
It is an open secret that the Free Trade Campaign of 1905-& 

was financed to a large extent by money supplied from sources 

with a German or pro-German taint, if not indirectly from 

German secret service funds. "\Ve shall never have ·war with 

Germany unless we have Tariff Reform," said a lawyer politician, 

then a Cabinet Minister. In politics the combination of the "Law 

and the Prophets " has proved full of peril to the nation. 

KAISER .AS SPY. 

The first result o£ the triumph of the pro-German party in 

1906 was the reduction of the British shipbuilding programme

by nearly half. From 1901 to 1904 the tonnage o£ armoured 

ships built by Great Britain ''ms 361,000 against 145,000 tons 

built by Germany. Between 1905 and 1908 the figures were:

Britain 222,000, G('rmany 224,900. In 1907-8 the Kaiser paid 

a prolonged visit to this country, and spent much time on the 

south coast obtaining military information, and, under th& 

protection of our hospitality. openly playing the spy amid th& 

fulsome adulation of the pro-German press. 
The Kaiser in 1908 also wrote the famous letter to the First 

Lord of the Admiralty, attempting, under cover of extravagant 

protestations o£ friendship for this country, to influence him 

to curtail the British naval programme. About the same 

time Sir John Brunner protested in Parliament against the NaTy 

Estimates, saying that "in his opinion our Navy was anti

German, and its increase was due to interested agitation fostered 

by certain newspapers." 
In March, 1909, however, tbe nation suddenly awoke to the 

fact that by 1914 the German navy would be superior to the 

British in capital ships. Public opinion forced the Government to 

act, and our naYal programme was increased to meet the menace, 

LORD H.ALDANE. 

Under Mr. (now Lord) Haldane the Army was reduced by 

ten battalions and 22,000 men. The coastal fortifications and 

the defences of London were dismantled and some 200 guntt 

"scrapped." "They are going to disappear as fast as they 

can be made to do so," said he in 1906, and he kept his word. 

Within the past year these defences have had to be hastily 

replaced at an enormous coAt to the country. Unde1· his regime 

also over 3,000 men were dismissed from \Voolwich Arsenal at a 

time when Krupp's had increased their staff by 38,000 men, and 

the outbreak o£ war found the Arsenal seriouslv undermanned. 

Meanwhile the Great Plot went steadily forward. Strategic 

railways were being pushed towards the Belgian frontier, and 

vast sidings on the connecting lines were being built literally 

night and day. The widening of the Kiel Canal, too, was being 

pressed on. In 1909 Germany compelled Russia by an ulti

matum to acquiesce in the annexation of Bosnia and Herze

govina by Austria. In 1910 the German party assisted in 

overthrowing tbe British House o{ Lords, which, by an over-



whelming majority, upheld a national and patriotic policy. 
In 1911 the seeds of civil war in Ireland were sown, again with 
German assistance. 

In 1911, when the Agadir crisis arose and war seemed immi
nent, a great railway and transport workers' strike was engineered 
in England. It is a significant fact that at nearly every great 
crisis between Germany and any other Power untimely labour 
troubles have suddenly arisen. 'Vhen we recollect that Socialism 
was originally a German product~ and that Stieber, the founder of 
the Gennan secret service, was himself a Socialist agitator, we 
begin to understand why it is that Internationalism, Socialism, 
Syndicalism, and Pacificism, which have been preached throughout 
the world by Germans, have never gained any real hold in 
Germany itself. 

THE MENACE OF 1911. 
The crisis of 1911 lasted longer than was publicly known. 

Our own War Office expected war in March, l 912, and knew that 
Germany was likely to strike before 1916, when the Russian 
reorganisation would be corn plete. The Cabinet were not kept in 
the dark ; but for party reasons they feared to tell the p~ple. 
And in February of that year Lord Haldane undertook his mission 
to Potsdam, apparently with the forlorn hope of securing an 
Anglo-German agreement, which would supersede the Entente and 
secure European peace by placating Germany. 

He was m~t, as we know now, with a demand for absolute 
neutrality ; and England was offered peace as an appanage of 
Germany. At the same time he was frankly informed of 
Germany's sinister intentions. Yet the C1binet not only made 
no preparation for war, but deceived the nation with assurances 
that Germany had no aggressive designs, and deliberately, and for 
party ends, proceeded with their perilous Irish programme. 

Next month (March, 1912) Germany provided for increases o£ 
her army and navy. At the same critical time a great coal strik:e 
was engineered in England, and in April the Home Rule Bill was 
introduced. Throughout the year the pro-German element 
conducted a campaign against national service, sneered at all the 
warnings of Lord Roberts, and, knowing the facts, again and again 
assured the country that Germany had no thought o£ aggression. 
In the meantime the German strategic lines to the Belgian frontier 
were completed. ''The Day'' was drawing nigh. 

"VANISHED BoGEY." 

The year 1913 saw the situation in Ireland grow steadily more 
menacing. Germany raised a special war loan, the final payments 
being timed for July, 1914. At · the embassies the situation was 
regarded as critical, but the Cabinet continued to assure the nation 
that our relations with Germany were improving. In December 
Sir John Brunner again urged a reduction of armaments~ which 
was supported by Mr. Lloyd George in January, 1914. 

On January 15 Lord H~Jdane, in face o£ all the facts, declared 
that there " was a far greater prospect of peace than ever there 
was before. No one wanted \Var." A disarmament meeting was 
organised at the Queen•s Hall, with Sir Herbert Leon in the chair. 
The pro-German press announced that " the German bogey had 
vanished, and even the anti-German Press is silenced." 



The policy o£ the pro-German party during nine years had 
been the policy o£ truckle. They had again and again proposed 
disarmament to Germany, and as often had been contemptuously 
rebuffed. \Vas ever a great empire so humihated by its rulers? 
A Hungarian loan meanwhile was floated by Baron von Schroder, 
who about the same time assured the Kaiser of his abiding devotion, 
and who a few months later, after war broke out, was naturalised 
})y our British Cabinet ! 

In :March came the A rmv crisis over Ulster. German arms 
were at the same time being imported into Ireland. 11eanwhile 
the !Gel Canal was finished and opened for Dreadnoughts, and 
Germany's final preparations were complete. A national 
demonstration organised by Germans in Petrograd hampered 
Russian preparations. 

Then, as Bernhardi cynically had foretold in 1912, Servia 
was made the pretext for war. There was bloodshed in Dublin. 
Germany ·was certain of civil war in Ireland. The pro-German 
elements in England assured the Ern bassy that the Cabinet ·would 
not fight. The German financiers had so arranged account in 
the City as to leave Germany a heavy debtor. All was ready. 
The Day had come-and the hour. 

Surely he who runs may read the lesson and see the parallel 
between the events of the decade ending J uly

1 
1870, and those o£ 

the decade ending Augnst, 1914! 

DAy OF R.ECKONI~G. 
In both we find the web of the Pan-German spider spun 

about the destined victim. \Ve see a pro-German party working 
preventing preparation for war, and preaching disarmament 
against the national interests; German intrigues stirring up 
domestic strife ; a spineless Government truckling to the Prussic1n 
bully; _j,Iinisterial snobs cringing to an imperial spy; German f 
agitators preaching revolution or pacificism ; extravagant pro-
fessions of Germau friendship untrl their preparations are complete, 
and then-the Day ! 

If we win through this war, and the Empire is saved, it will 
be by the courage and devotion of British fighting men, and 
deRpite our politicians. "Party before patriotism " has heen 
their watchword. Let Britons bear in mind thPse things in the 
day of reckoning with the salaried traitor within the citadel, and 
with the certificated ener y within the gate. 
(''Daily Express,'' 9th Nov., 1915.) 

JOIN THE BRITISH EMPIRE UNION 
(with which is incorporated the Anti=German Union). 

346, STRAND, W.O., 
Whose Motto is : 

NO GERMAN INFLUENCE, NO GERMAN LABOUR, 
NO GERMAN GOODS that compete with British, 

but the 
BRITISH EMPIRE .FOR BRITISH SUBJECTS. 

BE 'HAM & CoMPANY, Luuuo, Printers, :z~, High Street, Colchester. 

R. R 
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-- --------~~ 
For years Germany has been hatching a vast plot against 

Great Britain, and when I say against Great Britain rather than 
against Europe I have the authority of von Bernhardi himself. 
In 1912 he wrote, "Germany's further development as a world 
Power is possible only after a final settlement with England." 
That has been the ultimate goal of Pan-German ambition for a 
generation. 

Fjfty years ago Prnssia began to plot the downfall o£ France. 
If we glance at the history of the decade ending 1870 we find that 
in 1860 the Prussian Parliament resolved to seize Schleswig
Holstein. Plans were carefully prepared while the Danish 
Government was assured of Prussian Friendship. In 18G·i the 
bolt fell, and the coveted coastline was annexed. Holstein was 
given to Austria as her share of the sp.)il. 

Palmerston pointed out at this time that at the bottom of 
·Germany's design lay" the dream of a German fleet and the wish 
to get Kiel as a German seaport." Two years later (18G6) Austria 
was beaten in seven weeks, and Holstein also was annexed by 
Prussia. In the same year the French Chamber rejected a scheme 
of national service ! 

p .ACIFICIST '11REACHERY. 

:Meanwhile Bismarck, while professing the utmost friendship 
for France, prepared for war. King W"illiam, Moltke, and 
Bismarck, while the guests· of ~ apoleon III., almost openly 
acted as spies. Jn 18(37 -8 the French pacificjsts prevented 
Napoleml. from strengthening the Army on the plea that war can 
only be prevented by ''moral force." There is something curiously 
familiar in the phrase! In 1870 the French pacificists suggested 
<lisarmament to P1·ussia, and reduced the Army by l0,00(l men. 
A few months later Germany seized a pretext, invaded France, 
.and between .l uly and ,January had crushed her and annexed 
A]sace and Lorraine. 

Let us now c:ompare the tragic history of that decade with 
that of the last ten years. To hark back to 1900, just about the 
time when the new German naval programme (admittedly 



} 

aimed at England) was launched, there was founded here in 
London an Anti-Armament League, under the Auspices of Sir 
John Brunner, Mr. Rudolph Lehmanu, Mr. Schreiner, and others, 
who opposed every attempt at military preparations in this country 
down to the very eve of war. 

It is an open secret tbat the Free Trade Campaign of 1905-6 
was financed to a large extent by money supplied from sources 
with a German or pro-German taint, if not indirectly from 
German secret service funds. "vVe shall never have war with 
Germany unless we have Tariff Reform," said a lawyer politician~ 
then a Cabinet :Minister. In politics the combination of the "Law 
and the Prophets , has proved full of peril to the nation. 

KAISER AS SPY. 
The first result of the triumph of the pro-German party in 

1906 was the reduction of the British shipbuilding programm& 
by nearly half. From 1901 to 1904 the tonnage of armoured 
ships built by Great Britain was 361,000 against 145,000 tone
built by Germany. Between 1905 and 1908 the figures were:
Britain 222,000, Germany 224,900. In 1907-8 the Kaiser paid 
a prolonged visit to this country, and spent much time on the 
south coast obtaining military information, and, under th& 
protection of our hospitality, openly playing the spy amid th& 
fulsome adulation of the pro-German press. 

The Kaiser in 1908 also wrote the famous letter to the First 
Lord of the Admiralty, attempting, under cover of extravagant 
protestations of frienrlship for this country, to influence him 
to curtail the British naval programme. About the same 
time Sir John Brunner protested in Parliament against the Na~y 
Estimates, saying that "in his opinion our Navy was anti
German, and its increase was due to interested agitation fostered 
by certain newspapers." 

In March, 1909, however, tl1e nation suddenly awoke to the 
fact that by 1914: the German navy would be superior to the 
British in capital ships. Public opinion forced the Government to 
act, and our naval programme was increased to meet the menace, 

LORD HALDANE. 
Under Mr. (now Lord) Baldane the Army was reduced by 

ten battalions and 22,000 men. The coastal fortifications and 
the defences of London were dismantled and some 200 guna 
"scrapped." "They are going to disappear as fast as they 
can be made to do so," said he in 1906, and he kept his word. 
Within the past year these defences have had to be hastily 
replaced at an enormous cost to the country. Under his regime 
also over 3,000 men were dismissed from Woolwich Arsenal at a 
time when Krupp's had increased their staff by 38,000 men, and 
the outbreak of war found the Arsenal seriously undermanned . 

.Meanwhile the Great Plot went steadily forward. Strategic 
railways were being pushed towards the Belgian frontier, and 
vast sidings on the connecting lines were being built literally 
night and day. The widening of the Kiel Canal, too, was being 
pressed on. In 1909 Germany compelled Russia by an ulti
matum to acquiesce in the annexation of Bosnia and Herze
govina by Austria. In 1910 the German party assisted in 
overthrowing tbe British House o{ Lords, which, by an over-
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For years Germany has been hatching a vast plot against Great Britain, and when I say against Great Britain rather than against Europe I have the authority of von Bernhardi himself. In 1912 he wrote, "Germany's further development as a world Power is possible only after a final settlement with England." That has been the ultimate goal of Pan-German ambition for a generation. 
Fifty years ago Prnssja began to plot the downfall of France. If we glance at the history of the decade ending 1870 we find that in 1860 the Prussian Parliament resolved to seize SchleswigHolstein. Plans were carefully prepared whilo the Danish Government was assured of Prussian Friendship. In 1864 the bolt fell, and the coveted coastline was annexed. Holstein was given to Austria as her share of the sruil. 
Palmerston pointed out at this time that at the bottom of Germany's design lay" the dream of a German fleet and the wish to get Kiel as a German seaport." Two 'years later (1866) Austria · was beaten in seven weeks, and Holstein also was annexed by Prussia. In the same year the French Chamber rejected a schemo of national service ! 

PACIFICIST TREACHERY. 
Meanwhile Bismarck, while professing the utmost friendship for France, prepared for war. King \Villiam, .Moltke, and Bismarck, while the guests· of ~ apoleon Ill, almost openly acted as spies. In 1867-8 the French pacificists prevented Napoleon from strengthening the Army on the plea that war can only be prevented by" moral force." There is something curiously farniliar in the phrase! In 1870 the French pacifi.cists suggested disarmament to Prussia, and reduced the Army by lO,OOO men. A few months later Germany seized a pretext, invaded Franco, and between .T uly and January had crushed her and annexed 

Alsace and Lorraine. 
Let us now compare the tragic history o! that decade with that of the last ten years. To hark back to 1900, just about the time when the new German naval programme (admittedly 



aimed at England) was launched, there was founded here in 
London an Anti-Armament League, under the Auspices of Sir 
John Brunner, Mr. Rudo1ph Lehmann, 1\Ir. Schreiner, and others, 
who opposed every attempt at military preparations in this country 
down to the very eve of war. 

It is an open secret that the Free Trade Campaign of 1905-6 
\vas financed to a large extent by money supplied from sources 
with a German or pro-German taint, if not indirectly from 
German secret service funds. " \V e shall never have war with 
Germany unless we have Tariff Reform," said a lawyer politician,. 
then a Cabinet Minister. In politics the combination o£ the "Law 
and the Prophets " has proved full of peril to the nation. 

KAISER .AS SPY. 

The first result o£ the triumph of the pro-German party in 
1906 was the reduction of the British shipbuilding programme 
by nearly half. From 1901 to 1904 the tonnage of armoured 
ships built by Great Britain was 361,000 against 145,000 tons 
built by Germany. Between 1905 and 1908 the figures were :
Britain 222,000, Germany 224,900. In 1907-8 the Kaiser paid 
a prolonged visit to this country, and spent much time on the 
south coast obtaining military information, and, under the 
protection o£ our hospitality. openly playing the spy amid the 
fulsome adulation of the pro-German press. _ 

The Kaiser in 1908 also wrote the famous letter to the First 
Lord o£ the Admiralty, attempting, under cover of extravagant 
protestations of friendship for this country, to influence him 
to curtail the British naval programme. About the same 
time Sir John Brunner protested in Parliament against the NaTy 
Estimates, saying that "in his opinion our Navy was anti
German, and its increase was due to interested agitation fostered 
by certain newspapers.'' 

In March, 1909, however, the nation suddenly awoke to the 
fact that by 1914: the German navy would be superior to the 
British in capital ships. Public opinion forced the Government to 
act, and our naval programme was increased to meet the menace. 

LORD HALDANE. 

Under Mr. (now Lord) Baldane the Army was reduced by 
ten battalions and 22,000 men. The coastal fortifications and 
the defences of London were dismantled and some 200 guns 
"scrapped." "They are going to disappear as fast as they 
can be made to do so," said he in 1906, and he kept his word. 
Within the past year these defences have had to be hastily 
replaeed at an enormous cost to the country. Under his regime 
also over 3,000 men were dismissed from \Voolwich Arsenal at a 
time when Krnpp's had increased their staff by 38,000 men, and 
the outbreak of war found the Arsenal seriously undermanned. 

Meanwhile the Great Plot went steadily forward. Strategic 
1·ailways were being pushed towards the Belgian frontier, and 
vast sidings on the connecting lines were being built literally 
night and day. The widening of the Kiel Canal, too, was being 
pressed on. In 1909 Germany compelled Russia by an ulti
matum to acquiesce in the annexation of Bosnia and Herze
govina by Austria. In HHO t.he German party assisted in 
overthrowing tbe British House of Lords, 'vhich, by an over-
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For years Germany has been hatching a vast plot against 
Great Britain, and when I say against Great Britain rather than 
against Europe I have the authority of von Bernhardi himself. 
In 1912 he wrote, "Germany's further development as a world 
Power is possible only after a final settlement with England." 
That has been the ultimate goal of Pan-German ambition for a 
generation. 

Fifty years ago Prnssia began to plot the downfall of France. 
I£ we glance at the history of the decade ending 18i0 we find that 
in 1860 the Prussian Parliament resolved to seize Schleswig
Holstein. Plans were carefully prepared while the Danish 
Government was assured of Prussian Friendship. In 18G4: the 
bolt fell, and the coveted coastline was annexed. Holstein was 
given to Austria as her share of the spJil. 

Palmerston pointed out at this time that at the bottom of 
Germany's design Jay" the dream of a German fleet and the wish 
to get Kiel as a German seaport." Two years later (1866) Austria 
was beaten in seven weeks, and Holstein also was annexed by 
Prussia. In the same year the French Chamber rejected a schemo 
of national service ! 

PACIFICIST '11RE.ACBERY. 

Meanwhile Bismarck, while professing the utmost friendship 
for France, prepared for war. King \Villiam, .hloltke, and 
Bismarck, while the guests' of Napoleon Ill., almost openly 
acted as spies. In 1867-8 the French paeificists preYented 
Napoleon from strengthening the Army on the plea that war can 
only be prevented by'' moral force." 'l'here is something curioUf~ly 
familiar in the phrase! In 1870 the French pacificists suggested 
disarmament to Prussia, and reduced the Army by lO,OOO men. 
A few months later Germany seized a pretext, invaded Franco, 
and between ,July and January ha cl. crushed her and annexed 
Alsace and Lorraine. 

Let us now compare the tragic history of that decade with 
that of the last ten years. To hark back to 1900, just about the 
time when the new Gennan naval programme (admittedly 



aimed at England) was launched, there was founded here in London an Auti-Armament. League, under the Auspices of Sir John Brunner, Mr. Rudolph Lehmann, Mr. Schreiner, and others~ who opposed every attempt at military preparations in this country down to the very eve of war. 
It is an open secret that the Free Trade Campaign of 1905-6 was financed to a large extent by money supplied from sources with a German or pro-German taint, if not indirectly from German secret service funds. "\Ve shall never have war with Germany unless we have Tariff Reform," said a lawyer politician~ then a Cabinet Minister. In politics the combination of the "Law and the Prophets , has proved full of peril to the nation. 

KAISEl~ AS SPY. 
The first resnlt of the triumph of the pro-German party in 1906 was the reduc6on of the British shipbuilding programme by nearly half. From 1901 to 1904 the tonnage of armoured ships built by Great Britain was 361,000 against 145,000 tons built by Germany. Between 1905 and 1908 the figures were :Britain 222,000, Germany 224,900. In 1907-8 the Kaiser paid a prolonged visit to this country, and spent much time on the south coast obtaining military information, and, under the protection of our hospitalit.v. openly playing the spy amid th& fulsome adulation of the pro-German press. 
The Kaiser in 1908 also wrote the famous letter to the First Lord of the Admiralty, attempting, under cover of extravagant prott>stations of frienrlship for this country, to influence him to curtail the British naval programme. About the sametime Sir John Brunner protested in Parliament against the NaTy Estimates, saying that "in his opinion our Navy was antiGerman, and its increase was due to interested agitation fostered by certain newspapers.'' 
In March, 1909, however, tl1e nation suddenly awoke to the fact that by 1914: the German navy ·would be superior to the British in capital ships. Public opinion forced the Government to act, and our naval programme was increased to meet the menace. 

Lonn HALDANE. 
Under Mr. (now Lord) Haldane the Army was reduced by ten battalions and 22,000 men. The coastal fortifications and the defences of London were dismantled and some 200 guns "scrapped." "They are going to disappear as fast as they can be made to do so," said he in 1906, and he kept his word. Within the past year these defences have had to be hastily replaced at an enormous cost to the country. Under his regime also over 3,000 men were dismissed from W oolwich Arsenal at a time when Krupp's had increased their staff by 38,000 men, and the outbreak of war found the Arsenal seriously undermanned. 
Meanwhile the Great Plot went steadily forward. Strategic railways were being pushed towards the Belgian frontier, and vast sidings on the connecting lines were being built literally night and day. The widening of the Kiel Canal, too, was being pressed on. In 1909 Germany compelled Russia by an ultimatum to acquieRce in the annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina by Austria. In HHO t.he German party assisted in overthrowing tLe British House o{ Lords, which, by an over-f 
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Britain in the Web 
of the 

Pro-German Spider. 
A Decade of Decadence. 

By SIR GEORGE MAKGILL, Bart., 
SP-creta?'!J Briti'lh Empi1·e Unio11, 346, Strand, lF.C. 

For years Germany has been hatching a vast plot against 
Great Britain, and when I say against Great Britain rather than 
.against Europe I have the authority of von Bernharrli himself. 
In 1912 he wrote, "Germany's further development as a world 
Power is possible only after a final settlement with England." 
That has been the ultimate goal of Pan-Gennan ambition for a 
generation. 

Fifty years ago Prussia began to plot the downfall of France. 
I£ we glance at the history of the decade ending 1870 we find that 
in 1860 the Prussian Parliament resolved to seize Schleswig
Holstein. Plans were carefully prepared while the Danish 
Government was assured of Prussian Friendship. In 1864 the 
bolt fell, and the coveted coastline was annexed. Holstein was 
given to Austria as her share of the spJil. 

Palmerston pointed out at this time that at the bottom of 
Germany's design lay "the dream of a German fleet and the wish 
to get Kiel as a German seaport." Two years later (18G6) Austria 
was beaten in seven weeks, and Holstein also was annexed by 
Prussia. In the same year the French Chamber rejected a schemo 
of national service! 

PACIFICIST '11REACHERY. 

Meanwhile Bismarck, while professing the utmost friendship 
for France, prepared for war. King 'Villiam, hloltke, and 
Bismarck, while the guests· of Napoleon Ill., almost openly 
acted as spies. In 1867-8 the French pacificists prevented 
Napoleon from strengthening the Army on the plea that war can 
only be prevented by'' moral force." There is something curioUf~ly 
familiar in the phrase! In 1870 the French pacificists suggested 
disarmament to Prussia, and reduced the Army by lO,OOO men. 
A few months later Germany seized a pretext, invaded Franco, 
and between .1 uly and January had crushed her and annexed 
Alsace and Lorraine. 

Let us now compare the tragic history of that decade with 
that of the last ten years. To hark back to 1900, just about the 
time when the new German naval programme (admittedly 



aimed at England) was launched, there was founded here in: London an Anti-Armament League, under the Auspices of Sir John Brunner, Mr. Rudolph Lehmann, 1\lr. Schreiner, and others,. who opposed every attempt at military preparations in this country down to the very eve of war. 
It is an open secret that the Free Trade Campaign of 1905-6 was financed to a large extent by money supplied from sources with a German or pro-German taint, i£ not indirectly from German secret service funds. "\Ve shall never have war with Germany unless we have Tariff Reform," said a lawyer politician, then a Cabinet Minister. In politics the combination of the "Law and the Prophets" has proved full of peril to the nation. 

KAISER .AS SPY. 
The first result o£ the triumph of the pro-German party in 1906 was the reduction of the British shipbuilding programmeby nearly half. From 1901 to 1904 the tonnage of armoured ships built by Great Britain was 361,000 against 145,000 tons. built by Germany. Between 1905 and 1908 the figures were :Britain 222,000, Germany 224,900. In 1907-8 the Kaiser paid a prolonged visit to this country, and spent much time on the south coast obtaining military information, and, under th~ protection of our hospitality, openly playing the spy amid thefulsome adulation of the pro-German press. 
The Kaiser in 1908 also wrote the famous letter to the First Lord of the Admiralty, attempting, under cover o£ extravagant protestations of frienrlship for this country, to influence him to curtail the British naval programme. About the sam6' time Sir John Brunner protested in Parliament against the NaTy Estimates, saying that "in his opinion our Navy was antiGerman, and its increase was due to interested agitation fostered by certain newspapers." 
In March, 1909, however, the nation suddenly awoke to the fact that by 1914: the German navy would be superior to the British in capital ships. Public opinion forced the Government to act, and our naval programme was increased to meet the menace, 

LORD HALDANE. 
Under Mr. (now Lord) Baldane the Army was reduced by ten battalions and 22,000 men. The coastal fortifications and the defences of London were dismantled and some 200 guns "scrapped." "They are going to disappear as fast as they can be made to do so," said he in 1906, and he kept his word. Within the past year these defences have had to be hastily replaced at an enormous cost to the country. Under his regime also over 3,000 men were dismissed from Woolwich Arsenal at a time when Krupp's had increased their staff by 38,000 men, and the outbreak of war found the Arsenal seriouslv undermanned. 
Meanwhile the Great Plot went steadily forward. Strategic railways were being pushed towards the Belgian frontier, and vast sidings on the connecting lines were being built literally night and day. The widening of the Kiel Canal, too, was being pressed on. In 1909 Germany compelled Russia by an ultimatum to acquiesce in the annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina by Austria. In 1910 the German party assisted in overthrowing tbe British House o{ Lords, which, by an over· 
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Britain in the Web 
of the 

Pro-German Spider. 
A Decade of Decadence. 

By S IR O EORGE 1\'lAKGILL, Bart., 
SP-cretary Briiish En1pi1·e Union, 34G, Strnwi, 1F.C. 

For years Germany has been hatching a vast plot against 
Great Britain, and when I say against Great Britain rather than 
.against Europe I have the authority of von Bernhardi himself. 
In 1912 he wrote, H Germany's further development as a world 
Power is possible only after a final settlement with England." 
That has been the ultimate goal of Pan-German ambition for a 
generation. 

Fifty years ago Prnssin began to plot the downfall o£ France. 
I£ we glance at the history of the decade ending 1870 we find that 
in 1860 the Pru.ssian Parliament resolved to seize Schleswig
Holstein. Plans were carefully prepared while the Danish 
Government was assured of Prussian Friendship. In 1864 the 
bolt fell, and the coveted coastline was annexed. Holstein was 
.given to Austria as her share of the sp.)il. 

Palmerston pointed out at this time that at the bottom of 
Germany's design lay "the dream of a German fleet and the wish 
to get Kiel as a German seaport." Two years later (1866) Austria 
was beaten in seven weeks, and Holstein also was annexed by 
Prussia. In the same year the French Chamber rejected a schema 
of national service! 

PACIFICIST TREACHERY. 
:Meanwhile Bismarck, while professing the utmost friendship 

for France, prepared for war. King \Villiam, Moltke, and 
Bismarck, while the guests· of Napoleon III., almost openly 
acted as spies. In 1867-8 the French pacificists · prevented 
Napoleon from strengtheuing the Army on the plea that war can 
-only be prevented by'' moral force." There is something curiously 
familiar in the phrase ! In 1870 the French pacificists suggested 
disarmament to Prussia, and reduced the Army by 10,000 men. 
A few months later Germany seized a pretext, invaded Franco, 
and between .July and January harl crushed her and annexed 
Alsace and Lorraine. 

Let us now compare the tragic history o£ that decade with 
that of the last ten years. To hark back to 1900, just about the 
time when the new German naval programme (admittedly 



aimed at England) was launched, there was founded here in London an Anti-Armament. Le<lgue, under the Auspices of Sir John Brunner, Mr. Rudolph Lehmann, 1\Ir. Schreiner, and others, who opposed every attempt at military preparations in this country down to the very eve of war. 
It is an open secret tbat the Free Trade Campaign of 1905-6 was financed to a large extent by money supplied from sources with a German or pro-German taint, i£ not indirectly from G-erman secret service funds. ""\Ve shall never have war with Germany unless we have Tariff Reform," said a lawyer politician,. then a Cabinet Minister. In politics the combination of the "Law and the Prophets " has proved full of peril to the nation. 

KAISER .AS SPY. 
The first resnlt of the triumph of the pro-German party in 1906 was the reduction of the British shipbuilding programmeby nearly half. From 1 001 to 1904 the tonnage of armoured ships built by Great Britain was 361,000 against 145,000 tons built by Germany. Between 1905 and 1908 the figures were :Britain 222,000, Germany 224,900. In 1007-8 the Kaiser paid a prolonged visit to this country, and spent much time on the south coast obtaining military information, and, under the protection of our hospitality. openly playing the spy amid the fulsome adulation of the pro-German press. . 
The Kaiser in 1008 also wrote the famous letter to the :First Lord of the Admiralty, attempting, under cover of extravagant protestations of friendship for this country, to influence him to curtail the British naval programme. About the same time Sir John Brunner protested in Parliament against the NaTy Estimates, saying that "in his opinion our Navy was antiGerman, and its increase was due to interested agitation fostered by certain newspapers.'' 
In :March, 1009, however, tl1e nation suddenly awoke to the fact that by 1914: the German navy would be superior to the British in capital ships. Public opinion forced the Government to act, and our naval programme was increased to meet the menace, 

LORD HALD.ANE. 
Under Mr. (now Lord) Haldane the Army was reduced by ten battalions and 22,000 men. The coastal fortifications and the defences of London were dismantled and some 200 guns "scrapped." "They are going to disappear as fast as they can be made to do so," said he in 1906, and he kept his word. Within the past year these defences have had to be hastily replaceJ at an enormous cost to the country. Under his regime also over 3,000 men were dismissed from Woolwich Arsenal at a time when Krupp's had increased their staff by 38,000 men, and the outbreak of war found the Arsenal seriously undermanned. 
Meanwhile the Great Plot went steadily forward. Strategic railways ·were being pushed towards tht' Belgian frontier, and vast sidings on the connecting lines were being built literally night and day. 'l'he widening of the Kiel Canal, too, was being pressed on. In 1909 Germany compelled Russia by an ultimatum to acquiesce in the annexation o£ Bosnia and Herzegovina by Austria. In 1910 the German party assisted in overthrowing the British House o{ Lords, which, by an over-
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Britain in the Web 
of the 

Pro-German Spider. 
A Decade of Decadence. 

By SIR GEORG E MAKG ILL, Bart., 
SP-eretary British Empi1·e Union, 34G, Stm,J;rl, TF. C. 

For years Germany has been hatching a vast plot against 
Great Britain, and when I say against Great Britain rather than 
against Europe I have the authority of von Bernhardi himself. 
In 1912 he wrote, "Germany's further development as a world 
Power is possible only after a final settlement with England." 
That has been the ultimate goal of Pan-German ambition for a 
generation. 

Fifty years ago Prnssia began to plot the downfall o£ France. 
I£ we glance at the history of the decade ending 1870 we find that 
in 1860 the Prussian Parliament resolved to seize Schleswig
Holstein. Plans wer~ carefully prepared while the Danish 
Government was assured of Prussian Friendship. In 1804 the 
bolt fell, and the coveted coastline was annexed. Holstein was 
given to Austria as her share of the sp.)il. 

Palmerston pointed out at this time that at the bottom of 
Germany's design lay "the dream o£ a German fleet and the wish 
to get Kiel as a German seaport." Two years later (1866) Austria 
was beaten in seven weeks, and Holstein also was annexed by 
Prussia. In the same year the French Chamber rejected a scheme 
of national service! 

p .ACIFICIST 'l1RE.ACHERY. 

Meanwhile Bismarck, while professing the utmost frienrlship 
for France, prepared for war. King \rilliam, .Moltke, and 
Bismarck, while the guests· of K a poleon Ill., almost openly 
acted as spies. ln 1867-8 the French pacificists prevented 
Napoleon from strengthening the Army on the -plea that war can 
only be prevented by ·' -moral force." There is something curiously 
familiar in the phrase l In 1870 the French pacificists suggested 
disarmament to Prussia, and reduced the Army by 10,000 men. 
A few months later Germany seized a pretext, invaded Franco, 
and between tl uly and January had crushed her and annexed 
Alsace and Lorraine. 

Let us now c~ompare the tragic history of that decade with 
that of the last ten years. To hark back to 1900, just about the 
time when the new German naval programme (admittedly 



aimed at England) was launched, there was founded here in: London an Anti-Armament League, under the Auspices of Sir John Brunner, Mr. Rndolph Lehmann, 1\Ir. Schreiner, and others~ who opposed every attempt at military preparations in this country down to the very eve of war. 
It is an open secret that the Free Trade Campaign of 1905-6 was financed to a large extent by money supplied from sources with a German or pro-German taint, if not indirectly from German secret service funds. " \V e shall never have war with Germany unless we have Tariff Reform," said a lawyer politician, then a Cabinet Minister. In politics the combination of the "Law and the Prophets " has proved full of peril to the nation. 

KAISER .AS SPY. 
The first result of the triumph of the pro-German party in 1906 was the reduction of the British shipbuilding programmeby nearly half. From 1901 to 1904 the tonnage of armoured ships built by Great Britain was 361,000 against 145,000 tons built by Germany. Between 1905 and 1908 the figures were :Britain 222,000, Germany 224,900. In 1907-8 the Kaiser paid a prolonged visit to this country, anrl spent much time on the south coast obtaining military information, and, under theprotection of our hospitality, openly playing the spy amid the fulsome adulation of the pro-German press. 
The Kaiser in 1908 also wrote the famous letter to the First Lord o£ the Admiralty, attempting, under cover of extravagant protestations of friendship for this country, to influence him to curtail the British naval programme. About the same time Sir John Rrunner protested in Parliament against the NaTy Estimates, saying that "in his opinion our Navy was antiGerman, and its increase was due to interested agitation fostered by certain newspapers.'' 
In March, 1909, however, the nation suddenly awoke to the fact that by 1914 the German navy would be superior to the British in capital ships. Public opinion forced the Government to act, and our naval programme was increased to meet the menace. 

LORD HALDANE. 
Under Mr. (now Lord) Haldane the Army was reduced by ten battalions and 22,000 men. The coastal fortifications and the defences of London were dismantled and some 200 guns "scrapped." "They are going to disappear as fast as they can be made to do so," said he in 1906, and he kept his word. Within the past year these defences have had to be hastily replaced at an enormous cost to the country. Under his regime also over 3,000 men were dismissed from \Voolwich Arsenal at a time when Krupp's had increased their staff by 38,000 men, and the outbreak of war found the Arsenal seriously undermanned. 
Meanwhile the Great Plot went steadily for·ward. Strategic railways were being pushed towards the Belgian frontier, and vast sidings on the connecting lines were being built literally night and day. The widening of the Kiel Canal, too, was being pressed on. In 1909 Germany compelled Russia by an ultimatum to acquiesce in the annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina by Austria. In HHO t.he German party assisted in overthrowing the British House of Lords, which, by an over-



whelming majority, upheld a national and patriotic policy. 
In 1911 the seeds of civil war in Ireland were sown, again with 
German assistance. 

In 1911, when the Agadir crisis arose and war seemed immi
nent, a great railway and transport workers' strike was engineered 
in England. It is a significant fact that at nearly every great 
crisis between Germany and any other Power untimely labour 
troubles have suddenly arisen. When \Ve recollect that Socialism 
was originally a German product~ and that Stieber, the founder of 
the German secret service, was himself a Socialist agitator, we 
begin to understand why it is that Internationalism, Socialism, 
Syndicalism, and Pacificism, which have been preached throughout 
the world by Germans, have never gained any real hold in 
Germany itself. 

THE MENACE OF 1911. 
The crisis of 1911 lasted longer than was publicly known. 

Our own War Office expected war in "March, 1912, and knew that 
Germany was likely to strike before 1916, when the Russian 
reorganisation would be complete. The Cabinet were not kept in 
the dark ; but for party reasons they feared to tell the p~ople. 
And in February of that year Lord Haldane undertook his mission 
to Potsdam, apparently with the forlorn hope of securing an 
Anglo-German agreement, which would supersede the Entente and 
secure European peace by placating Germany. 

He was met, as we know now, with a demand for absolute 
neutrality ; and England was offered peace as an appanage of 
Germany. At the same time he was frankly informed of 
Germany's sinister intentions. Yet the Cabinet not only made 
no preparation for war, but deceived the nation with assurances 
that Germany had no aggressive designs, and deliberately, and for 
party ends, proceeded with their perilous Irish programme. 

Next month (March, 1912) Germany p1 ovided for increases of 
her army and navy. At the same critical time a great coal strike 
was engineered in England, and in April the Home Rule Bill was 
introduced. Throughout the year the pro-German element 
conducted a campaign against national service, sneered at all the 
warnings o£ Lord Roberts, and, knowing the facts, again and again 
assured the country that Germany had no thought of aggression. 
In the meantime the German strategic lines to the Belgian frontier 
were completed. "The Day" was drawing nigh. 

"VANISHED BoGEY." 

The year 1913 eaw the situation in Ireland grow steadily more 
menacing. Germany raised a special war loan, the final payments 
being timed for July, 1914. At the embassies the situation was 
regarded as critical, but the Cabinet continued to assure the nation 
that our relations with Germany were improving. In December 
Sir John Brunner again urged a reduction of armaments~ which 
was supported by Mr. Lloyd George in January, 1914. 

On January 15 Lord Haldane, in face of all the facts, declared 
that there "was a far greater prospect of peace than ever there 
was before. No one wanted war." A disarmament meeting was 
organised at the Queen's Hall, with Sir Herbert Leon in the chair. 
The pro-German press announced that " the German bogey had 
vanished, and even the anti-German Press is silenced." 



The policy of the pro-German party during nine years had been the policy of truckle. They had again and again propr,sed disarmament to Germany, and as often had been contemptuously :rebuffed. Was ever a great empire so humiliated by its rulers? A Hungarian loan meanwhile was floated by Raron von Schroder, who about the same time assured the Kaiser of his abiding devotion, and who a few months later, after war broke out, was naturalised by our British Cabinet ! 
In March came the Army crisis over Ulster. German arms were at the same time being imported into Ireland. Meanwhile the Kiel Canal was finished a11d opened for Dreadnoughts, and Germany's final preparations were complete. A national demonstration organised by Germans in Petrograd hampered Russiau preparations. 
Then, as Bernhardi cynically had foretold in 1912, Servia was made the pretext for war. There was uloodshed in Dublin. Germany was certain of civil war in Ireland. The pro-German elements in England assured the Embassy that the Cabinet would not fight. The German financiers had so arranged accounts in the City as to leave Germany a heavy debtor. All was ready. The Day had come-and the hour. 
Surely he who runs may read the lesson and see the parallel between the events of the decade ending J uJy, 1870, and thvse of the decade ending August, 1914 ! 

DAY OF RECKONING. 
In both we find the web of the Pan-German spider spun about the destined victim. \Ve see a pro-Gerruan party working preventing preparation for war, and preaching disarmament against the national interests; German intrigues stirring up d0mestic strife; a spineless Government truckling to the Prussian bully; Ministerial snobs cringing to an imperial spy; German agitators preaching revolution or pacificism ; extravagant professions of German friendship until their preparations are complete, and then-the Day l 
If we win through this war, and the Empire is saved, it will be by the courage and devotion of British fighting men, and deRpite our politicians. "Party hefore patriotism " has been their watchword. Let Britons bear in mind thPse things in the day of reckoning with the salaried traitor within the citadel, and with the certificated enemy within the gate. 

(' ' Daily Express," 9th Nov., 1915.) 

J-OIN THE B~ITISH EMPIRE UNION (with which is incorporated the Anti=G~rman Union), 
346, STRAND, W.O., 

Whose Motto is: 
NO GERMAN INFLUENCE, NO GERMAN LABOUR, NO GERMAN GOODS that compete with British, but the 

BRITISH EMPIRE .FOR BRITISH SUBJECTS. 
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whelming majority, upheld a national and patriotic policy. 
In 1911 the seeds of civil war in Ireland were sown, again with 
German assistance. 

In 1911, when the Agadir crisis arose and war seemed immi
nent, a great railway and transport workers' strike was engineered 
in England. It is a significant fact that at nearly every great 
crisis between Germany and any other Power untimely labour 
troubles have suddenly arisen. 'Vhen .we recollect that Socialism 
was originally a German product~ and that Stieber, the founder of 
the German secret service, was himself a Socialist agitator, we 
begin to understand 'vhy it is that Internationalism, Socialism, 
Syndicalism, and Paci:ficism, which have been preached throughout 
the world by Germans, have never gained any real hold in 
Germany itself. 

'THE MENACE OF 1911. 
The crisis of 1911 lasted longer than was publicly known. 

Our own War Office expected war in March, J 912, and knew that 
Germany was likely to strike before- 1916, when the Russian 
reorganisation would be corn plete. The Cabinet were not kept in 
the dark ; but for party reasons they feared to tell the p~ople. 
And in February of that year Lord Haldane undertook his mission 
to Potsdam, apparently with the forlorn hope of securing an 
Anglo-German agreement, which would supersede the Entente and 
secure European peace by placating Germany. 

He was met, as we know now, with a demand for absolute 
neutrality ; and England was offered peace as an appanage of 
Germany. At the same time he was frankly informed of 
Germany's sinister intentions. Yet the C1binet not only made 
no preparation for war, but deceived the nation with assurances 
that Germany had no aggressive designs, and deliberately, and for 
party ends, proceeded with their perilous Irish programme. · 

Next month (:March, 1912) Germany p10vided for increases of 
her army and navy. At the same critical time a great coal strike 
was engineered in En ,gland, and in April the Home Rule Bill was 
introduced. Throughout the year the pro-German element 
conducted a campaign against national service, sneered at all the 
warnings of Lord Roberts, and, knowing the facts, again and again 
assured the country that Germany had no thought of aggression. 
In the meantime the German strategic lines to the Belgian frontier 
were completed. "The Day" was drawing nigh. 

" VANISHED BOGEY." 

The year 1913 eaw the situation in Ireland grow steadily more 
menacing. Germany raised a special war loan, the final payments 
being timed for July, 1914. At the embassies the situation was 
regarded as critical, but the Cabinet continued to assure the nation 
that our relations with Germany were improving. In December 
Sir John Brunner again urged a reduction of armaments, which 
was supported by Mr. Lloyd George in January, 1914. 

On January 15 Lord Haldane, in face of all the facts, declared 
that there "was' a far greater prospect of peace than ever there 
was before. No one wanted 'var." A disarmament meeting was 
organised at the Queen's Hall, with Sir Herbert Leon in the chair. 
The pro-German press announced that "the German bogey had 
vanished, and even the anti-German Press is silenced." 



The policy o£ the pro-German party during nine years had been the policy o£ truckle. They had again and again proposed disarmament to Germany, and as often had been contemptuously rebuffed. \Vas ever a great empire so humiliated by its rulers? A Hungarian loan meanwhile was floated by Raron von Schroder, who about the same time assured the Kaiser of his abiding devotion, and who a few months later, after war broke out, was naturalised by our British Cabinet ! 
In March came the A rmv crisis over Ulster. German arms · were at the same time being imported into Ireland. Meanwhile the !Gel Canal was finished and opened for Dreadnoughts, and Germany's final preparations were complete. A national demonstration organised by Germans in Petrograd hampered Russian preparations. 
Then, as Bernhardi cynically had foretold in 1912, Servia was made the pretext for war. There was bloodshed in Dublin. Germany was certain of civil war in Ireland. The pro-German elements in England assured the Embassy that the Cabinet would not fight. The German financiers had so arranged accounts in the City as to leave Germany a heavy debtor. All was ready. The Day had come-and the hour. 
Surely he who runs may read the lesson and see the parallel between the events of the decade ending J ulyJ 1870, and those of the decade ending August, 1914! 

DAY OF RECKO~I::\TG. 
In both we find the web of the Pan-German spider spun about t.he destined victim. \Ve see a pro-German party woi king 11reventing preparation for war, and preaching disarmament against the national interests; German intrigues stirring up d0mestic strife ; a spineless Government truckling to the Prussian bully; .Ministerial snobs cringing to an imperial spy; German agitators preaching revolution or pacificism ; extravagant professions of German friendship untLl their preparations are complete, and then-the Day l 
If we win through this war, and the Empire is saved, it will be by the courage and devotion of British fighting men, and despite our politicians. " Party before patriotism " has been their watchword. Let Britons bear in mind these things in the day of reckoning with the salaried traitor within the citadel, and with the certificated enemy within the gate. 

(' ' Daily Express," 9th Nov., I9I s.) 
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whelming majority, upheld a national and patriotic policy. 
In 1911 the seeds of civil war in Ireland were sown, again with 
German assistance. 

In 1911, when the Agadir crisis arose and war seemed immi
nent, a great railway and transport workers' strike was engineered 
in England. It is a significant fact that at nearly every great 
crisis between Germauy and any other Power untimely labour 
tronbles have suddenly arisen. When we recollect that Socialism 
was originally a German product! and that Stieber, the founder of 
the German secret service, was himself a Socialist agitator, we 
begin to understand why it is that Internationalism, Socialism, 
Syndicalism, and Pacificism, which have been preached throughout 
the world by Germans, have never gained any real hold in 
Germany itself. 

'fHE MENACE OF 1911. 
The crisis of 1911 lasted longer than was publicly known. 

Our own War Office expected war in March, 1912, and knew that 
Germany was likely to strike before 1916, when the Russian 
reorganisation would be complete. The Cabinet were not kept in 
the dark ; but for party reasons they feared to tell the ptople. 
And in February of that year Lord Haldane undertook his mission 
to Potsdam, apparently with the forlorn hope of securing an 
Anglo-German agreement, which would supersede the Entente and 
secui·e European peace by placating Germany. 

He was met, as we know now, with a demand for absolute 
neutrality ; and England was offered peace as an appanage of 
Germany. At the same time he was frankly informed of 
Germany's sinister intentions. Yet the Cabinet not only made 
no preparation for war, but deceived the nation with assurances 
that Germany had no ag~ressive designs, and deliberately, and for 
party ends, proceeded with their perilous Irish programme. 

Next month (March, 1912) Germany p10vided for increases of 
her army and navy. At the same critical time a great coal strike 
was engineered in En_gland, and in April the Home Rule Bill was 
introduced. Throughout the year the pro-German element 
conducted a campaign against national service, sneered at all the 
warnings of Lord Roberts, and, knowing the facts, again and again 
assured the country that Germany had no thought of aggression. 
In the meantime the German strategic lines to the Belgian frontier 
were completed. "The Day'' was drawing nigh. 

"VANISHED BoGEY." 
The year 1913 eaw the situation in Ireland grow steadily more 

menacing. Germany raised a special war loan, the final payments 
being timed for July, 1914. At the embassies the situation was 
regarded as critical, but the Cabinet continued to assure the nation 
that our relations with Germany were improving. In Decem her 
Sir John Brunner again urged a reduction o£ armaments~ which 
was supported by Mr. Lloyd George in January, 1914. 

On January 15 Lord Haldane, in face of all the facts, declared 
that there "was a far greater prospect of peace than ever there 
was before. No one wanted war." A disarmament meeting was 
organised at the Queen's Hall, with Sir Herbert Leon in the chair. 
The pro-German press announced that " the German bogey had 
vanished, and even the anti-German Press is silenced.'' 



The policy of the pro-German party during nine years had been the policy of truckle. They had again and again proposed disarmament to Germany, and as often had been contemptuously xebu:ffcd. Was ever a great empire so humihated by its rulers? A Hungarian loan meanwhile was floated by Raron von Schroder, who about the same time assured the Kaiser of his abiding devotion, and who a few months later, after war brok.e out, was naturalised by our British Cabinet ! 
In March came the A rmv crisis over Ulster. German arms were at the same time being imported into Ireland. Meanwhile the Kiel Canal was finished and opened for Dreadnoughts, and Germany's final preparations were complete. A national demonstration organised by Germans in Petrograd hampered Russian preparations. 
Then, as Bernhardi cynically had foretold in 1912, Servia was made the pretext for war. There was bloodshed in Dublin. Germany was certain of civil war in Ireland. The pro-German elements in England assured the Embassy that the Cabinet would not fight. The German financiers had so arranged accounts in the City as to leave Germany a heavy debtor. All was ready. The Day had come-and the honr. Surely he who runs may read the lesson and see the parallel between the events of the decade ending J·uly1 1870, and those of the decade ending August, 1914 ! 

DAY OF RECKONI~G. In both we find the web of the Pan-German spider spun about the destined victim. 'Ve see a pro-German party wot king preventing preparation for war, and preaching disarmament against the national interests; German intrigues stirring up d0mestic strife; a spineless Government truckling to the Prussian bully; )finisterial snobs cringing to an imperial spy; German agitators preaching revolution or pacificism ; extravagant professions of GeL'man friendship until their preparations are complete, and then-the Day ~ 
If we win through this war, and the Empire is saved, it will be by the courage and devotion of British fighting men, and despite our politicians. "Party before patriotism " has heen their watchword. Let Britons bear in mind thPse things in the day of reckoning ·with the salaried traitor within the citadel, and with the certificated enemy within the gate. 

(' ' Daily Express,'' 9th Nov. , 1915.) 
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whelming majority, upheld a national and patriotic policy. 
In 1911 the seeds of civil war in Ireland were sown, again with 
German assistance. 

In 1911, when the Agadir crisis arose and war seemed immi
nent, a great railway and transport workers' strike was engineered 
in England. It is a significant fact that at nearly every great 
crisis between Germany and any other Power untimely labour 
troubles have suddenly arisen. When we recollect that Socialism 
was originally a German product~ and that Stieber, the founder of 
the German secret service, was himself a Socialist agitator, wa 
begin to understand why it is that Internationalism, Socialism, 
Syndicalism, and Pacificism, which have been preached throughout 
the world by Germans, have never gained any real hold in 
Germany itself. 

THE MENACE OF 1911. 
The crisis of 1911 lasted longer than was publicly known. 

Our own War Office expected war in March, ] 912, and knew that 
Germany was likely to strike before 1916, when the Russian 
reorganisation would be complete. The Cabinet were not kept in 
the dark ; but for party reasons they feared to tell the p-~ople. 
And in February of that year Lord Haldane tmdertook his mission 
to Potsdam, apparently with the forlorn hope of securing an 
Anglo-German agreement, which would supersede the Entente and 
secure European peace by placating Germany. 

He was met, as we know now, with a demand for absolute 
neutrality ; and England was offered peace as an appanage of 
Germany. At the same time he was frankly informecl - of 
Ge1·many's sinister intentions. Yet the C1binet not only made 
no preparation for war, but deceived the nation with assurances 
that Germany had no aggressive designs, and deliberately, and for 
party ends, proceeded with their perilous Irish programme. 

Next month (March, 1912) Germany p1ovided for increases o£ 
her army and navy. At the same critical time a great coal strike 
was engineered in England, and in April the Home Rule Bill was 
introduced. Throughout the year the pro-German element 
conducted a campaign against national service, sneered at all the 
warnings of Lord Roberts, and, knowing the facts, again and again 
assured the country that Germany had no thought of aggression. 
In the meantime the German strategic lines to the Belgian frontier 
were completed. "The Day'' was drawing nigh. 

"VANISHED BoGEY." 

The year 1913 ~aw the situation in Ireland grow steadily more 
menacing. Germany raised a special war loan, the final payments 
being timed £or July, 1914. At the embassies the situation was 
regarded as critical, but the Cabinet continued to assure the nation 
that our relations with Germany were improving. In December 
Sir John Brunner again urged a reduction of armaments, which 
was supported by Mr. Lloyd George in January, 1914. 

On January 15 Lord Haldane, in face of all the facts, declared 
that there "was a £ar greater prospect of peace than ever there 
was before. No one wanted war." A disarmament meeting waa 
organised at the Queen's Hall, with Sir Herbert Leon in the chair. 
The pro-German press announced that " the German bogey had 
vanished, and even the anti-German Press is silenced.'' 



The policy of the pro-German party during nine years had been the policy of truckle. They had again and again proposed disarmament to Germany, and as often had been contemptuously xebuffed. Was ever a great empire so humiliated by its rulers? A Hungarian loan meanwhile was floated by Raron von Schroder, who about the same time assured the Kaiser of his abiding devotion, and who a few months later, after war broke out, was naturalised by our British Cabinet ! 
In March came the Armv cri8is over Ulster. German arms were at the same time being imported into Ireland. l\1ea1nvhile the Kiel Canal was finished and opened for Dreadnoughts, and Germany's final preparations were complete. A national demonstration organised by Germans in lJetrograd hampered Russian preparations. 
Then, as Bernhardi cynically had foretold in 1912, Servia was made the pretext for war. Thete was bloodshed in Dublin. Ge1·many was certain of civil war in Ireland. The pro-German elements in Engla11d assured the Embassy that the Cabinet '"ould not fight. The German financiers had so arranged accounts in the City as to leave Germany a heavy debtor. All was ready. The Day had come-and the hour. 
Surely he who runs may read the lesson and sec the parallel between the events of the decade ending July1 1870, and those o£ the decade ending August, 1914! 

DAY OF RECKONING. 
In both we find the web of the Pan-German spider spun about the destined victim. \Ve see a pro-German party working preventing preparation for war, and preaching disarmament against the national interests; German intrigues stirring up domestic strife; a spineless Government truckling to the Prussian bully; .Ministerial snobs cringing to an imperial spy; German agitators preaching revolution or pacificism ; extravagant professions of GeL"man friendship until their preparations are complete, and then-the Day! 
If we win through this war, and the Empire is saved, it will be by the courage and devotion of British fighting men, and despite our politicians. "Party before patriotism " has heen their watchword. Let Britons bear in mind these things in the day of reckoning with the salaried traitor within the citadel, and with the certificated enemy within the gate. 

('' Daily Express," 9th Nov., 191 5.) 
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Britain in the Web 
of the 

Pro-German Spider. 
A Decade of Decadence. 

By SIR GEORGE MAKG ILL, Bart., 
SP-creta1'y British Empil'e Union, 346, St.m;:rl, 1TT.C. 

For years Germany has been hatching a vast plot against 
Great Britain, and when I say against Great Britain rather than 
against Europe I have the authority of von Bernhardi himself. 
In 1912 he wrote, "Germany's further development as . a world 
Power is possible only after a final settlement with England." 
'rhat has been the ultimate goal of Pan-German ambition for a 
generation. 

Fifty years ago Prussia began to plot the downfall of France. 
If we glance at the history of the decade ending 1870 we find that 
in 1860 the Prussian Parliament resolved to seize Schleswig
Holstein. Plans were carefully prepared while the Danish 
Government was assured of Prussian Friendship. In 18G4 the 
bolt fell, and the coveted coastline was annexed. Holsttjin was 
given to Austria as her share of the spJil. 

Palmerston pointed out at this time that at the bottom of 
Germany's design Jay" the dream of a German fleet and the wish 
to get Kiel as a German seaport." Two years later (1866) Austria 
was beaten in seven weeks, and Holstein also was annexed by 
Prussia. In the same year the French Chamber rejected a schemo 
of national service! 

P.ACIFICIST rrREACBERY. 

· Meanwhile Bismarck, while professing the utmost friendship 
for France, prepared for war. King \Yilliam, Moltke, and 
Bismarck, while the guests· of Napoleon Ill., almost openly 
~cted as spies. In 1867-8 the French pacificists prevented 
Napoleon from strengthening the Army on the plea that war can 
only be prevented by'' moral force." 'rhere is something curiously 
familiar in the phrase ! In 1870 the French pacifi.cists suggested 
disarmament to Prussia, and reduced the Army by lO,OOO men. 
A few months later Germany seized a pretext, invaded Franco, 
and between .July and J auuary had crushed her and annexed 
Alsace and Lorraine. 

Let us now compare the tragic history of that decade with 
that of the last ten years. To hark back to 1900, just about the 
time when the new German naval programme (admittedly 



aimed at England) was launcht'd, there was founded here in 
London an Anti-Armament League, under the Auspices of Sir 
John Brunner, 1\fr. Rndolph Lehmann, l\Ir. Schreiner, and others, 
who opposed every attempt at military preparations in this country 
down to the very eve of war. 

It is an open secret tbat the Free Trade Campaign of 1905-6 
was :financed to a large extent by money supplied from sources 
with a German or pro-German taint, if not indirectly from 
German secret service funds. " 'Ve shall never have war with 
Germany unless we have Tariff Reform," said a lawyer politician,. 
then a Cabinet Minister. In politics the combination of the "Law 
and the P1·ophets" has proved full of peril to the nation. 

KAISER .AS SPY. 

The first result of the triumph o£ the pro-·Gm·man party in 
1906 was the reduction o£ the British shipbuilding programme
by nearly half. From 1901 to 1904 the tonnage of armoured 
ships built by Great Britain was 361,000 against 145,000 tons 
built by Germany. Between 1905 and 1908 the figures were:
Britain 222,000, Germany 224,900. In HJ07 -8 the Kaiser paid 
a prolonged visit to this country, and spent much time on the
south coast obtaining military information, and, under the 
protection of our hospitality, openly playing the spy amid the
fulsome adulation of the pro-German press. 

The Kaiser in 1908 also wrote the famous letter to the l!'irst 
Lord of the Admiralty, attempting, under cover of extravagant 
protestations of friendship for this country, to influence him 
to curtail the British naval programme. About the same
time Sir John Brunner protested in Parliament against the Navy 
Estimates, saying that "in his opinion our Navy was anti
German, and its increase was due to interested agitation fostered 
by certain newspapers." 

In l\Iarch, l 909, however, the nation suddenly awoke to the 
fact that by 1914 the German navy would be superior to the 
British in capital ships. Public opinion forced the Government t<> 
act, and our naval programme was increased to meet the menace. 

LORD HALDANE. 
Under Mr. (now Lord) Baldane the Army was reduced by 

ten battalions and 22,000 men. The coastal fortifications and 
the defences of London were dismantled and some 200 guns 
"sc1·apped." "They are going to disappear as fast as they 
can be made to rlo so," said he in 1906, and he kept his word. 
Within the past year these defences have had to be hastily 
replaced at an enormous cost to the country. Under his regime 
also over 3,000 men were dismissed from V\' oohvich Arsenal at a 
time when Krupp's had increased their staff by 38,000 men, and 
the outbreak of war found the Arsenal seriously undermanned. 

Meanwhile the Great Plot went steadily forward. Strategic 
railways were being pushed towards the Belgian frontier, and 
vast sidings on the connecting lines were being built literally 
night and day. The widening o£ the IGel Canal, too, was being 
pressed on. In 1909 Germany compelled Russia by an ulti
matum to acquiesce in the annexation o£ Bosnia and Herze
govina by Austria. In HHO the German party assisted in 
overthrowing tbe British House of Lords, which~ by an over-
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For years Germany has been hatching a vast plot against 
Great Britain, and when I say against Great Britain rather than against Europe I have the authority of von Bernhardi himself. 
In 1912 he wrote, "Germany's further development as a world 
Power is possible only after a final settlement with England." 
That has been the ultimate goal of Pan-German ambition for a generation. 

:F'ifty years ago Prnssia began to plot the downfall o£ Fra11ce. If we glance ttt the history of the decade ending 1870 we find that 
in 1860 the Prussian Parliament resolved to seize SchleswigHolstein. Plans were carefully preparod whilo the Danish 
Government was assured of Prussian Friendship. In 1 8G4: the 
bolt fell, and the coveted coastline was annexed. Holstein was .given to Austria as her share of the sp.)il. 

Palmerston pointed out at this time that at the bottom of Germany's design lay" the dream of a German fleet and the wish ·to get Kiel as a German seaport." Two years later (1866) Austria 
was beaten in seven weeks, and Holstein also was annexed by 
Prussia. In the same year the French Chamber rejected a schemo 
of national service ! 

PACIFICIST TREACHERY. 
Meanwhile Bismarck, while professing the utmost friendship 

lor France, prepared for war. King \Villiam, Moltke, and Bismarck, while the guests· of N apoleou Ill, almost openly 
acted as spies. In 1867-8 the French paeificists prevented Napoleon from stre~gtheuiug the Army on the plea that war can 
only be prevented by'' moral force." There is something curiously 
familiar in the phrase ! In 1870 the French pacificists suggested 
disarmament to Prussia, and reduced the Army by LO,OOO men. A few months later Germany seized a pretext, invaded Franco, 
and between ..1 uly and January had crushed her and annexed 
Al~:~ace and Lorraine. 

Let us uow compare the tragic history of that decade with 
that of the last t.en years. To hark back to 1900, just about the 
time when the new Gennan naval programme (admittedly 



aimed at England) was launched, there was founded here in 
London an Anti-Armament. League, under the Auspices of Sir 
John Brunner, Mr. Rudolph Lehmann, Mr. Schreiner, and others, 
who opposed every attempt at military preparations in this country 
down to the very eve of war. 

It is an open secret tbat the Free Trade Campaign of 1 905-& 
was financed to a large extent by money supplied from sources 
with a German or pro-German taint, if not indirectly from 
German secret Rervice funds. "vVe shall never have war with 
Germany unless we have Tariff Reform," said a lawyer politician, 
then a Cabinet :Minister. In politics the combination of the "Law 
and the Prophets " has proved full of peril to the nation. 

KAISER AS SPY. 

The first result of the triumph of the pro-German party in 
1906 was the reduction of the British shipbuilding programme 
by nearly half. From 1901 to 1904 the tonnage of armoured 
ships built by Great Britain was 361,000 against 145,000 tons 
built by Germany. Between 1905 and 1908 the figures were:
Britain 222,000, Germany 224,900. In 1907-8 the Kaiser paid 
a prolonged visit to this country, and spent much time on the 
south coast obtaining military information, and, under the
protection of our hospitality. openly playing the spy amid the
fulsome adulation of the pro-German press. 

The Kaiser in 1908 also wrote the famous letter to the First 
Lord of the Admiralty, attempting, under cover of extravagant 
protE>stations of friendship for this country, to influence him 
to curtail the British naval programme. About the same 
time Sir John Brunner protested in Parliament against the Navy 
Estimates, saying that "in his opinion our Navy was anti
German, and its increase was due to interested agitation fostered 
by certain newspapers." 

In March, 1909, however, the nation suddenly awoke to the 
fact that by 1914: the German navy would be superior to the 
British in capital ships. Public opinion forced the Government to 
act, and our naval programme was increased to meet the menace, 

LORD HALDANE. 
Under Mr. (now Lord) Baldane the Army was reduced by 

ten battalions and 22,000 men. The coastal fortifications and 
the defences of London were dismantled and some 200 guns 
"scrapped." "They are going to disappear as fast as they 
can be made to do so," said he in 1906, and he kept his word. 
Within the past year these defences have had to be hastily 
replaced at an enormous cost to the country. Under his regime 
also over 3,000 men were dismissed from Woolwich Arsenal at a 
time when Krupp's had increased their staff by 38,000 men, and 
the outbreak of war found the Arsenal seriously undermanned. 

Meanwhile the Great Plot went steadily forward. Strategic 
1·ailways were being pushed towards the Belgian frontier, and 
vast sidings on the connecting lines were being built literally 
night and day. The widening of the Kiel Canal, too, was being 
pressed on. In 1909 Germany compelled Russia by an ulti
matum to acquiesce in the annexation o£ Bosnia and Herze
govina by Austria. In 1910 the German party assisted in 
overthrowing the British House of Lords, which, by an over-
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For years Germany has been hatching a vast plot against 
Great Britain, and when I say against Great Britain rather than 
against Europe I have the authority of von Bernhardi himself. In 1912 he wrote, "Germany's further development as a world 
Power is possible only after a final settlement with England." 
That has been the ultimate goal of Pan-German ambition for a generation. 

Fifty years ago Prnssia hegan to plot the downfall of France. If we glance at the history of the decade ending 1870 we find that 
in 1860 the Prussian Parliament resolved to seize Schleswig
Holstein. Plans were carefully prepared while the Danish 
Government was assured of Prussian Friendship. In 1804: the 
bolt fell, and the coveted coastline was annexed. Holstein was .given to Austria as her share of the sp.)il. 

Palmerston pointed out at this time that at the bottom of Germany's design lay "the dream of a German fleet and the wish 
to get I<.iel as a German seaport." Two years later (1806) Austria 
was beaten in seven weeks, and Holstein also was annexed by 
Prussia. In the same year the French Chamber rejected a scheme 
of national service! 

p ACIFICIST 'J.1REACHER Y. 
Meanwhile Bismarck, while professing the utmost friendship 

for France, prepared for war. King \Villiam, .hloltke, and Bismarck, while the guests· of N apoleou Ill., almost openly 
acted as spies. In 1867-8 the French pacificists prevented Napoleon from strengthening the Army on the plea that war can 
only be prevented by'' moral force." There is something curiously 
familiar in the phrase! In 1870 the French pacificists suggested 
disarmament to Prussia, and reduced the Army by 10,000 men. A few months later Germany seized a pretext, invaded France, 
.and between .J u]y and January harl crushed her and annexed 
Alsace and Lorraine. 

Let us now compare the tragic history of that decade with 
that of the last ten years. To hark back to 1900, just about the 
time when the new German naval programme (admittedly 



aimed at England) was launched, there was founded here in 
London an Anti-Armament League, under the Auspices of Sir 
John Brunner, Mr. Rudolph Lehmann, 1\Ir. Schreiner, and others, 
who opposed every attempt at military preparations in this country 
down to the very eve of war. 

It is an open secret that the Free Trade Campaign of 1905-6 
was financed to a large extent by money supplied from sources 
with a German or pro-German taint, if not indirectly from 
German secret service fundR. "vVe shall never have war with 
Germany unless we have Tariff Reform," said a lawyer politician,. 
then a Cabinet Minister. In politics the combination of the "Law 
and the Prophets" has proved full of peril to the nation. 

KAISER AS SPY. 

The first result of the triumph of the pro-Gm·man party in 
1906 was the reduction of the British shipbuilding programme 
by nearly hal£. From 1901 to 1904 the tonnage of armoured 
ships built by Great Britain was 361,000 against 145,000 tons 
built by Germany. Between 1905 and 1908 the figures were:- -
Britain 222,000, Germany 224,900. In 1907-8 the Kaiser paid 
a prolonged visit to this country, and spent much time on the 
south coast obtaining military information, and, under the
protection of our hospitality, openly playing the spy amid the 
fulsome adulation of the pro-Gm·man press. 

The Kaiser in 1908 al6o wrote the famous letter to the First 
Lord of the Admiralty, attempting, under cover of extravagant 
protestations of friendship for this country, to influence him 
to curtail the British naval programme. About the sam0 
time Sir John Brunner protested in Parliament against the Nary 
Estimates, saying that "in his opinion our Navy was anti
German, and its increase was due to interested agitation fostered 
by certain newspapers.'' 

In 1\larch, 1909, however, the nation suddenly awoke to the 
fact that by 1914: the German navy would be superior to the 
British in capital ships. Public opinion forced the Government to 
act, and our naval programme was increased to meet the menace. 

LORD HALDANE. 
Under Mr. (now Lord) Baldane the Army was reduced by 

ten battalions and 22,000 men. The coastal fortifications and 
the defences of London were dismantled and some 200 guns 
"scrapped." "They are going to disappear as fast as they 
can be made to do so," said he in 1906, and he kept his word. 
Within the past year these defences have had to be hastily 
replaced at an enormous coAt to the country. Under his regime 
also over 3,000 men were dismissed from Woolwich Arsenal at a 
time when Krupp's had increased their staff by 38,000 men, and 
the outbreak of war found the Arsenal seriously undermanned. 

Meanwhile the Great Plot went steadily forward. Strategic 
railways were being pushed towards the Belgian frontier, and 
vast sidings on the connecting lines were being built literally 
night and day. The widening of the Kiel Canal, too, was being 
pressed on. In 1909 Germany compelled Russia by an ulti
matum to acquiesce in the annexation of Bosnia and Herze
govina by Austria. In 1910 the German partv assisted in 
overthrowing the British House of Lords, which~ by an over-



whelming majority, upheld a national and patriotic policy. 
In 1911 the seeds of civil war in Ireland were sown, again with 
German assistance. 

In 1911, when the Agadir crisil! arose and war seemed immi
nent, a great railway and transport workers' strike was engineered 
in England. It is a significant fact that at nearly every great 
crisis between Germauy and any other Power untimely labour 
troubles have suddenly arisen. When we recollect that Socialism 
was originally a German product: and that Stieber, the founder of 
the German secret service, was himself a Socialist agitator, we 
begin to understand why it is that Internationalism, Socialism, 
Syndicalism, and Pacificism, which have been preached throughout 
the world by Germans, have never gained any real hold in 
Germany itself. 

'THE :MENACE OF 1911. 
The crisis of 1911 lasted longer than was publicly known. 

Our own War Office expected war in March, 1912, and kne\v that 
Germany was likely to strike before 1916, when the Russian 
reorganisation would be complete. The Cabinet were not kept in 
the dark ; but for party reasons they feared to tell the p~nple. 
And in February of that year Lord Haldane undertook his mission 
to Potsdam, apparently with the forlorn hope of securing an 
Anglo-German agreement, which would supersede the Entente and 
secure European peace by placating Germany. 

He was met, as we know now, with a demand for absolute 
neutrality ; and England was offered peace as an appanage of 
Germany. At the same time he was frankly informed of 
Germany's sinister intentions. Yet the C~binet not only made 
no preparation for war, but deceived the nation with assurances 
that Germany had no ag~ressive designs, and deliberately, and for 
party ends, proceeded with their perilous Irish programme. 

Next month (March, 1912) Germany provided for increases of 
her army and navy. At the same critical time a great coal strike 
was engineered in England, and in April the Home Rule Bill was 
introduced. Throughout the year the pro-German element 
conducted a campaign against national service, sneered at all the 
warnings of Lord Roberts, and, knowing the facts, again and again 
assured the country that Germany had no thought of aggression. 
In the meantime the German strategic lines to the Belgian frontier 
were completed. "The Day" was drawing nigh. 

"VANISHED BoGEY." 

The year 1913 saw the situation in Ireland grow steadily more 
menacing. Germany raised a special war loan, the final payments 
being timed for July, 1914. At the embassies the situation was 
regarded as critical, but the Cabinet continued to assure the nation 
that our relations with Germany were improving. In Decem her 
Sir John Brunner again urged a reduction of armaments~ which 
was supported by Mr. Lloyd George in January, 1914. 

On January 15 Lord Haldane, in face of all the facts, declared 
that there "was a far greater prospect of peace than ever there 
was before. No one wanted \Var." A disarmament meeting was 
organised at the Queen's Hall, with Sir Herbert Leon in the chair. 
The pro-German press announced that " the German bogey had 
vanished, and even the anti-German Press is silenced.'' 



1 

The policy of the pro-German party during nine years had 
been the policy of truckle. They had again and again proposed 
disarmament to Germany, and as often had been contemptuously 
rebuffed. \Vas ever a great empire so humiliated by its rulers? 
A Hungarian loan meanwhile was floated by Raron von Schroder, 
who about the same time assured the Kaiser of his abiding devotion, 
and who a few months later, after war broke out, was naturalised 
by our British Cabinet ! 

In March came the Armv crisis over Ulster. German arms 
were at the same time being imported into Ireland. :Meanwhile 
the Kiel Canal was finished and opened for Dreadnoughts, and 
Germany's final preparations were complete. A national 
demonstration organised by Germans in Petrograd hampered 
Russian preparations. 

Then, as Bernhardi cynically had foretold in 1912, Servia 
vms made the pretext for war. There was bloodshed in Dublin. 
Germany was certain of civil war in Ireland. The pro-German 
elements in England assured the Embassy that the Cabinet 'vould 
not fight. The German financiers had so arranged accounts in 
the City as to leave Germany a heavy debtor. All was ready. 
The Day had come-and the hour. 

Surely he who runs may read the lesson and sec the parallel 
between the events of the decade ending J uly1 1870, and those of 
the decade ending August, 1!)14! 

DaY oF RECKONI~G. 
In both we find the ·web of the Pan-German spidet· spun 

about the destined victim. \Ve see a pro-German party wotking 
preventing preparation for war, and preaching disarmament 
against the national interests; German intrigues stirring up 
d0mestic strife ; a spineless Government truckling to the Prussian 
bully; .Ministerial snobs cringing to an imperial spy; German 
agitators preaching revolution or pacificism ; extravagant pro
fessions of German friendship until their preparations are complete, 
and then-the Day ~ 

If we win through this war, and the Empire is saved, it will 
be by the courage and devotion of British fighting men, and 
despite our politicians. "Party before patriotism " has been 
their watchword. Let Britons bear in mind th£>se things in the 
day of reckoning with the salaried traitor within the citadel, and 
with the certificated enemy within the gate. 
{"Daily Express,'' 9th Nov., 1915.) 

JOIN THE B~ITISH EMPIRE UNION 
(with which is incorporated the Anti=German Union), 

346, STRAND, W.O., 
Whose Motto is: 

NO GERMAN INFLUENCE, NO GERMAN LABOUR, 
NO GERMAN GOODS that compete with British, 

but the 
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whelming majority, upheld a national and patriotic policy. 
In 1911 the seeds of civil war in Ireland were sown, again with 
German assistance. 

In 1911, when the Agadir crisis arose and war seemed immi
nent, a great railway and transport workers' strike was engineered 
in England. It is a significant fact that at nearly every great 
crisis between Germany and any other Power untimely labour 
troubles have suddenly arisen. When we recollect that Socialism 
was originally a German product~ and that Stieber, the founder of 
the German secret service, was himself a Socialist agitator, we 
begin to understand why it is that Internationalism, Socialism, 
Syndicalism, and Pacificism, which have been preached throughout 
the world by Germans, have never gained any real hold in 
Germany itself. 

THE MENACE OF 1911. 
The crisis of 1911 lasted longer than was publicly known. 

Our own War Office expected war in March, 1912, and knew that 
Germany was likely to strike before 1916, when the Russian 
reorganisation would be complete. The Cabinet were not kept in 
the dark ; but for party reasons they feared to tell the p~ople. 
And in February of that year Lord Haldane undertook his mission 
to Potsdam, apparently with the forlorn hope of securing an 
Anglo-German agreement, which would supersede the Entente and 
secure European peace by placating Germany. 

He was met, as we know now, with a demand for absolute 
neutrality ; and England was offered peace as an appanage of 
Germany. At the same time he was frankly informed of 
Germany's sinister intentions. Yet the Cabinet not only made 
no preparation for war, but deceived the nation .with assurances 
that Germany had no aggressive designs, and deliberately, and for 
party ends, proceeded with their perilous Irish programme. 

Next month (Marcl1, 1912) Germany provided for increases of 
her army and navy. At the same critical time a great coal strik:e 
was engineered in England, and in April the Home Rule Bill was 
introduced. Throughout the year the pro-German element 
conducted a campaign against national service, sneered at all the 
warnings of Lord Roberts, and, knowing the facts, again and again 
assured the country that Germany had no thought of aggression. 
In the meantime the German strategic lines to the Belgian frontier 
were completed. "The Day" was drawing nigh. 

"VANISHED BoGEY." 

The year 1913 eaw the situation in Ireland grow steadily more 
menacing. Germany raised a special war loan, the final payments 
being timed for July, 1914. At the embassies the situation was 
regarded as critical, but the Cabinet continued to assure the nation 
that our relations with Germany were improving. In December 
Sir John Brunner again urged a reduction of armaments~ which 
was supported by Mr. Lloyd George in January, 1914. 

On January 15 Lord Haldane, in face of all the facts, declared 
that there " was a far greater prospect of p8ace than ever there 
was before. No one wanted war." A disarmament meeting was 
organised at the Queen's Hall, with Sir Herbert Leon in the chair. 
The pro-German press announced that "the German bogey had 
vanished, and even the anti-Gerrnan Press is silenced." 



I 

The policy of the pro-German party during nine years h~d 
been the policy o£ truckle. They had again and again proposed 
disarmament to Germany, and as often had been contemptuously 
1·ebu:ffed. Was ever a great empire so humiliated by its rulers? 
A Hungarian loan meanwhile was floated by Baron von Schroder, 
who about the same time assured the Kaiser of his abiding devotion, 
and who a few months later, after war broke out, was naturalised 
by our British Cabinet ! 

In :March came the Armv crisis over Ulster. German arms 
were at the same time being imported into Ireland. Meanwhile 
the IGel Canal was finished and opened for Dreadnoughts. and 
Germany's final preparations were complete. A national 
demonstration organised by Germans in }Jetrograd hampered 
Russian preparations. 

'Then, as Bernhardi cynically had foretold in 1912, Servia 
was made the pretext for war. There was bloodshed in Dublin. 
Germany was certain of civil war in Ireland. The pro-German 
elements in England assured the Embassy that the Cabinet would 

• not fight. The German financiers had so arranged accounts in 
the City as to leave Germany a heavy debtor. All was ready. 
The Day bad come-and the hour. 

Surely he who runs may read the lesson and see the parallel 
between the events of the decade ending July, 1870, and those of 
the decade ending August, 1914! 

DAY OF RECKONING. 
In both we find the web of the Pan-German spider spun 

about the destined victim. \Ve see a pro-German party working 
preventing ·preparation for war, and preaching disarmament 
against the national interests; German intrigues stirring up 
dmnestic strife ; a spineless Government truckling to the Prussian· 
bully; .Ministerial snobs cringing to an imperial spy; German 
agitators preaching revolution or pacificism ; extravagant pro
fessions of German friendship unttl their preparations are complete, 
and then-the Day! 

If we win through this war, and the Empire is saved, it will 
be by the courage and devotion o£ British fighting men, and 
despite our politicians. "Party before patriotism " has been 
their watchword. Let Britons bear in mind thf'se things in the 
day of reckoning with the salaried traitor within the citadel, and 
with the certificated enemy within the gate. 
("Daily Express," 9th Nov., 191 5.) 

JOIN THE B~ITISH El'tlPI~E UNION 
(with which is incorporated the Anti=German Union), 

346, STRAND, W.C., 
Whose Motto is: 

NO GERMAN INFLUENCE, NO GERMAN LABOUR, 
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but the 
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whelming majority, upheld a national and patriotic policy. 
In 1911 the seeds of civil war in Ireland were sown, again with 
German assistance. 

In 1911, when the Agadir crisis arose and war seemed immi
nent, a great railway and transport workers' strike was engineered 
in England. It is a significant fact that at nearly every great 
crisis between Germany and any other Power untimely labour 
troubles have suddenly arisen. 'Vhen we recollect that Socialism 
was originally a German product! and that Stieber, the founder of 
the German secret service, was himself a Socialist agitator. we 
begin to understand why it is that Internationalism, Socialism, 
Syndicalism, and Pacificism, which have been preached throughout 
the world by Germans, have never gained any real hold in 
Germany itself. 

THE MENACE OF 1911. 
The crisis of 1911 lasted longer than was publicly known. 

Our own War Office expected war in March, 1912~ and knew that 
Germany was likely to strike before 1916, when the Russian 
reorganisation would be complete. The Cabinet were not kept in 
the dark ; but for party reasons they feared to tell the p~ople. 
And in February of that year Lord Haldane undertook his mission 
to Potsdam, apparently with the forlorn hope of securing an 
Anglo-German agreement, which would supersede the Entente and 
secure European peace by placating Germany. 

He was met, as we know now, with a demand for absolute 
neutrality ; and England was offered peace as an appanage of 
Germany. At the same time he was frankly informed of 
Germany's sinister intentions. Yet the Cabinet not only made 
no preparation for war, but deceived the nation with assurances 
that Germany had no ag~orressive designs, and deliberately, and for 
party ends, proceeded with their perilous Irish programme. 

Next month (March, 1912) Germany provided for increases of 
her army and navy. At the same critical time a great coal strike 
was engineered in England, and in April the Home Rule Bill was 
introduced. Throughout the year the pro-German element 
conducted a campaign against national service, sneered at all the 
warnings of Lord Roberts, and, knowing the facts, again and again 
assured the country that Germany had no thought of aggression. 
In the meantime the German strategic lines to the Belgian frontier 
were completed. "The Day'' was drawing nigh. 

"VANISHED BoGEY." 
The year 1913 eaw the situation in Ireland grow steadily more 

menacing. Germany raised a special war loan, the final payments 
being timed for July, 1914. At the embassies the situation was 
regarded as critical, but the Cabinet continued to assure the nation 
that our relations with Germany were improving. In December 
Sir John Brunner again urged a reduction of armaments~ which 
was supported by Mr. Lloyd George in January, 1914. 

On January 15 Lord Haldane, in face of all the facts, declared 
that there "was a far greater prospect of p8ace than ever there 
was before. No one wanted war." A disarmament meeting was 
organised at the Queen's Hall, with Sir Herbert Lean in the chair. 
The pro-German press announced that "the German bogey had 
Tanished, and even the anti-German Press is silenced.'' 



I 

The policy of the pro-German party during nine years had 
been the policy o£ truckle. They had again and again proposed 
disarmament to Germany, and as often had been contemptuously 
xehu.ffed. Was ever a great empire so humiliated by its rulers? 
A Hungarian loan meanwhile was floated by Baron von Schroder, 
who about the same time assured the Kaiser of his abiding devotion, 
and who a few months later, after war broke out, was naturalised 
by our British Cabinet ! 

In March came the A rmv crisis over Ulster. German arms 
were at the same time being imported into Ireland. Meanwhile 
the IGel Canal lvas finished and opened for Dreadnoughts, and 
Germany's final preparations were complete. A national 
demonstration organised by Germans in l'etrograd hampered 
Russian preparations. 

Then, as Bernhardi cynically had foretold in 1912, Servia 
was made the pretext for war. There was bloodshed in Dublin. 
Germany was certain of civil war in Ireland. The pro-German 
elements in England assured the Embassy that the Cabinet would 
not fight. The German financiers had so arranged accounts in 
the City as to leave Germany a heavy debtor. All was ready. 
The Day had come-and the hour. 

Surely he who runs may read the lesson and see the parallel 
between the events of the decade ending J uly1 1870, and those of 
the decade ending August, 1914 ! 

DAY OF RECKONIXG. 
In both we find the web of the Pan-German spider spun 

about the destined victim. \Ve see a pro-German party working 
preventing preparation £or war, and preaching disarmament 
agaiDst the national interests; German intrigues stirring up 
domestic strife ; a spineless Government truckling to the Prussia~ 
bully; ~Iinisterial snobs cringing to an imperial spy; German 
agitators preaching revolution or pacificism ; extravagant pro
fessions of German friendship unttl their preparations are complete, 
and then-the Day : 

If we win through this war, and the Empire is saved, it will 
be by the courage and devotion of British fighting men, and 
despite our politicians. "Party before patriotism " has been 
their watchword. Let Britons bear in mind these things in the 
day of reckoning with the salaried traitor within the citadel, and 
with the certificated enemy within the gate. 
(' ' Daily Express," 9th Nov., 1915.) 

JOIN THE BRITISH EMPIRE UNION · 
(with which is incorporated the Anti=Germ.an Union), 

346, STRAND, W.C., 
Whose Motto is: 
NO GERMAN INFLUENCE, NO GERMAN LABOUR, 
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whelming majority, upheld a national and patriotic policy. 
In 1911 the seeds of civil war in Ireland were sown, again with 
German assistance. 

In 1911, when the Agadir crisis arose and war seemed immi
nent, a great railway and transport workers' strike was engineered 
in England. It is a significant fact that at nearly every great 
crisis between Germany and any other Power untimely labour 
troubles have suddenly arisen. When we recollect that Socialism 
was originally a German product, and that Stieber, the founder of 
the German secret service, was himself a Socialist agitator, we 
begin to understand why it is that Internationalism, Socialism, 
Syndicalism, and Pacificism, which have been preached throughout 
the world by Germans, have never gained any real hold in 
Germany itself. 

THE MENACE OF 1911. 
The crisis o£ 1911 lasted longer than was publicly known. 

Our own War Office expected war in March, 1912, and knew that 
Germany was likely to strike before 1916, when the Russian 
reorganisation would be complete. The Cabinet were not kept in 
the dark ; but for party reasons they feared to tell the plople. 
And in February of that year Lord Haldane undertook his mission 
to Potsdam, apparently with the forlorn hope of securing an 
Anglo-German agreement, which would supersede the Entente and 
secure European peace by placating Germany. 

He was met, as we know now, with a demand for absolute 
neutrality ; and England was offered peace as an appanage of 
Germany. At the same time he was fl'ankly informed of 
Germany's sinister intentions. Yet the O~binet not only made 
no preparation for war, but deceived the nation with assnrancea 
that Germany had no ag~n,ssive designs, and deliberately, and for 
party ends, proceeded with their perilous Irish programme. 

Next month (March, 1912) Germany provided for increases of 
her army and navy. At the same critical time a great coal strike 
was engineered in England, and in April the Home Rule Bill was 
introduced. Throughout the year the pro-German element 
conducted a campaign against national service, sneered at all the 
warnings of Lord Roberts, and, ~Glowing the fads, again and again 
assured the country that Germany had no thought of aggression. 
In the meantime the German strategic lines to the Belgian frontier 
were completed. "The Day'' was drawing nigh. 

"VANISHED BoGEY." 

The year 1913 saw the situation in Ireland grow steadily more 
menacing. Germany raised a special war loan, the final payments 
being timed for July, 1914. At the embassies the situation was 
regarded as critical, but the Cabinet continued to assure the nation 
that our relations with Germany were improving. In December 
Sir John Brunner again urged a reduction of armaments, which 
was supported by Mr. Lloyd George in January, 1914. 

On January 15 Lord Haldane, in face of all the facts, declared 
that there " was a far greater prospect of peace than ever there 
was before. No one wanted war." A disarmament meeting was 
organised at the Queen's Hall, with Sir Herbert Leon in the chair. 
The pro-German press announced that "the German bogey had 
vanished, and even the anti-Oerman Press is silenced." 



The policy of the pro-German party during nine years had 
been the policy of truckle. They had again and again proposed 
disarmament to Germany, and as often had been contemptuously 
1·ehuffed. Was ever a great empire so humiliated by its rulers? 
A Hungarian loan meanwhile was floated by Raron von Scb1·oder, 
who about the same time assured the Kaiser of his abiding devotion, ' 
and who a few months later, after war broke out, was naturalised 
by our British Cabinet ! 

In March came the Armv crisis over Ulster. German arms 
were at the same time being imported into Ireland. Meanwhile 
the Kiel Canal was finished and opened for Dreadnoughts. and 
Germany's final preparations were complete. A national 
demonstration organised by Germans in Petrograd hampered 
Russian preparations. 

Then, as Bernhardi cynically had foretold in 1912, Servia 
was made the pretext for war. There was bloodshed in Dublin. 
Germany was certain of civil war in Ireland. The pro-German 
elements in England assured the Embassy that the Cabinet would 
110t fight. The German financiers had so arranged accounts in 
the City as to leave Germany a heavy debtor. All was ready. 
The Day had come-and the hour. 

Surely he who runs may read the lesson and see the parallel 
between the events of the decade ending J uly1 1870, and those of 
the decade ending August, 1914! 

DAY OF RECKONING. 
In both we find the web of the Pan-German spider spun 

about the destined victim. \Ve see a pro-German party working 
preventing preparation for war, and preaching disarmament 
agaiiJst the national interests; German intrigues stirring up 
d0mestic strife ; a spineless Government tl·uckling to the Prussian 
bully; ..Ministerial snobs cringing to an imperial spy; German 
agitators preaching revolution or pacificism ; extravagant pro
fessions of German friendship until their preparations are complete, 
and then-the Day ~ 

If we win through this war, and the Empire is saved, it will 
be by the courage and devotion of British fighting men, and 
deRpite our politicians. "Party before patriotism " has been 
thejr watchword. Let Britons bear in mind thf'se things in the 
day of reckoning with the salaried traitor within the citadel, and 
with the certificated enemy within the gate. 
{"Daily Express," 9th Nov., 1915.) 

JOIN THE B~ITISH . EMPIRE UNION 
(with which is incorporated the Anti .. German Union). 

. 346, STRAND, W.C., 
Whose Motto is: 
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whelming majority, upheld a national and patriotic policy. 
In 1911 the seeds of civil war in Ireland were sown, again with 
German assistance. 

In 1911, when the Agadir crisis arose and war seemed immi
nent, a great railway and transport workers' strike was engineered 
in England. It is a significant fact that at nearly every great 
crisis between Germa11y and any other Power untimely labour 
troubles have suddenly arisen. When we recollect that Socialism 
was originally a German product! and that Stieber, the founder of 
the German secret service, was himself a Socialist agitator, we 
begin to understand why it is that Internationalism, Socialism, 
Syndicalism, and Pacificism, which have been preached throughout 
the world by Germans, have never gained any real hold in 
Germany itself. 

'THE MENACE OF 1911. 
The crisis of 1911 lasted longer than was publicly known. 

Our own War Office expected war in March, 1912, and knew that 
Germany was likely to strike before 1916, when the Russian 
reorganisation would be corn plete. The Cabinet were not kept in 
the dark ; but for party reasons they feared to tell the p'ople. 
And in February of that year Lord Haldane undertook his mission 
to Potsdam, apparently with the forlorn hope of securing an 
Anglo-German agreement, which would supersede the Entente and 
secure European peace by placating Germany. 

He was met, as we know now, with a demand for absolute 
neutrality ; and England was offered peace as an appanage of 
Germany. At the same time he was frankly informed of 
Germany's sinister intentions. Yet the 0'lbinet not only made 
no preparation for war, but deceived the nation with -assurances 
that Germany had no aggressive designs, and deliberately, and for 
party ends, proceeded with their perilous Irish programme. 

Next month (March, 1912) Germany provided for increases of 
her army and navy. At the same critical time a great coal strike 
was engineered in En,gland, and in April the Home Rule Bill was 
introduced. Throughout the year the pro-German element 
conducted a campaign against nat.ional service, sneered at all the 
warnings of Lord Roberts, and, knowing the facts, again and again 
assured the country that Germany had no thought of aggression. 
In the meantime the German strategic lines to the Belgian frontier 
were completed. "The Day'' was drawing nigh. 

"VANISHED BoGEY." 

The year 1913 saw the situation in Ireland grow steadily more 
menacing. Germany raised a special war loan, the final payments 
being timed for July, 1914. At the embassies the situation was 
regarded as critical, but the Cabinet continued to assure the nation 
that our relations with Germany were improving. In December 
Sir John Brunner again urged a reduction of armaments, which 
was supported by Mr. Lloyd George in January, 1914. 

On January 15 Lord Haldane, in face of all the facts, declared 
that there " was a far greater prospect of peace than ever there 
was before. No one wanted war." A disarmament meeting was 
organised at the Queen's Hall, with Sir Herbert Leon in the chair. 
The pro-German press announced that " the German bogey had 
vanished, and even the anti-German Press is silenced.'' 



~-

1 

The policy of th~ pro-German party during nine years had 
been the policy of truckle. 'rhey had again and again prop<,sed 
disarmament to Germany, and as often had been contemptuously 
Yebuffed. Was ever a great empire so humiliated by its rulers? 
A Hungarian loan meanwhile was floated by Raron von Schroder, 
who about the same time assured the Kaiser of his abiding devotion, 
and who a few months later, after war broke out, was naturalised 
by our British Cabinet ! .. 

In "1Iarch came the Armv crisis over Ulster. German arms 
were at the same time being imported into heland. Meanwhile 
the Kiel Canal was finished and opened for Dreadnoughts, and 
Germany's final preparations were complete. A national 
demonstration organised by Germans in Petrograd hampered 
Russian preparations. 

Then, as Bernhardi cynically had foretold in 1912, Servia 
was made the pretext for war. There was bloodshed in Dublin. 
Germany was certain of civil war in Ireland. The pro-German 
elements in England assured the Embassy that the Cabinet would 
not fight. The German financiers had so arranged accounts in 
the City as to leave Germany a heavy debtor. All was ready. 
The Day had come-and the hour. 

Surely he who runs may read the lesson and see the parallel 
between the events of the decade ending J uly1 1870, and those of 
the decade ending August, 1914! 

DAY OF RECKO~I~G. 
In both we find the web of the Pan-German spider spun 

about the destined victim. \V e see a pro-Germau party working 
preventing preparation £or war, and preaching disarmament 
against the national interests; German intrigues stirring up 
d0mestic strife; a spineless Government trnckling to the Prussian 
bully; Ministerial snobs cringing to an imperial spy; German 
agitators preaching revolution or pacificism ; extravagant pro
fessions of German friendship until their preparations are complete, 
and then-the Day ! 

If we win through this war, and the Empire is saved, it ivill 
be by the courage and devotion of British fighting men, and 
despite our politicians. "Party before patriotism n has been 
their watchword. Let Britons bear in mind thPse things in the 
day o£ reckoning with the salaried traitor within the citadel, and 
with the certificated enemy within the gate. 
("Daily Express," 9th Nov., 1915.) 

JOIN THE BRITISH EMPI~E UNION · 
(with which is incorporated the Anti=German Union). 

346, STRAND, W.C., 
Whose Motto is: 

NO GERMAN INFLUENCE, NO GERMAN LABOUR, 
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whelming majority, upheld a national and patriotic policy. 
In 1911 the seeds of civil war in Ireland were sown, again with 
German assistance. 

In 1911, when the Agadir crisis arose and war seemed immi
nent, a great railway and transport workers' strike was engineered 
in England. It is a significant fact that at nearly every great 
crisis between Germany and any other Power untimely labour 
troubles have suddenly arisen. When we recollect that Socialism 
was originally a German product! and that Stieber, the founder of 
the German secret service, was himself a Socialist agitator, we 
begin to understand why it is that Internationalism, Socialism, 
Syndicalism, and Pacificism, which have been preached throughout 
the world by Germans, have never gained any real hold in 
Germany itself. 

'THE MENACE OF 1911. 
The crisis o£ 1911 lasted longer than was publicly known. 

Our own War Office expected war in March, 1912, and knew that 
Germany was likely to strike before 1916, when the Russian 
reorganisation would be corn plete. The Cabinet were not kept in 
the dark ; but for party reasons they feared to tell the p~ople. 
And in February of that year Lord Haldane undertook his mission 
to Potsdam, apparently with the forlorn hope of securing an 
Anglo-German agreement, which would supersede the Entente and 
secure European peace by placating Germany. 

He was met, as we know now, with a demand for absolute 
neutrality ; and England was offered peace as an appanage of 
Germany. At the same time he was frankly informed of 
Germany's sinister intentions. Yet the C1binet not only made 
no preparation for war, but deceived the nation with assurances 
that Germany had no agR;ressive designs, and deliberately, and for 
party ends, proceeded with their perilous Irish programme. 

Next month (March, 1912) Germany p1 ovided for increases of 
her army and navy. At the same critical time a great coal strike 
was engineered in England, and in April the Home Rule Bill was 
introduced. Throughout the year the pro-German element 
conducted a campaign against national service, sneered at all the 
warnings of Lord Roberts, and, knowing the facts, again and again 
assured the country that Germany had no thought of aggression. 
In the meantime the German strategic lines to the Belgian frontier 
were completed. "The Day'' was drawing nigh. 

"V J.NISHED BoGEY." 
The year 1913 eaw the situation in Ireland grow steadily more 

menacing. Germany raised a special war loan, the final payments 
being timed for July, 1914. At the embassies the situation was 
regarded as critical, but the Cabinet continued to assure the nation 
that our relatio~ with Germany were improving. In December 
Sir John Brunn&- again urged a reduction of armaments, which 
was supported by Mr. Lloyd George in January, 1914. 

On January 15 Lord Haldane, in face of all the facts, declared 
that there "was a far greater prospect of peace than ever there 
was before. No one wanted war." A disarmament meeting was 
organised at the Queen's Hall, with Sir Herbert Leon in the chair. 
The pro-German press announced that "the German bogey had 
vanished, and even the anti-German Press is silenced." 



The policy of the pro-German party during nine years had 
been the policy o£ truckle. They had again and again proposed 
disarmament to Germany, and as often had been contemptuously 
1·ebu:ffecl. 'Vas ever a great empire so humiliated by its rulers? 
A Hungarian loan meanwhile was floated by Raron von Schroder, 
who about the same time assured the Kaiser of his abiding devotion, 
and who a few months later, after war broke out, was naturalised 
by our British Cabinet ! 

In March came the Army crisis over Ulster. German arms 
were at the same time being imported into lreland. Meanwhile 
the Kiel Canal was finished and opened for Dreadnoughts, and 
Germany's final preparatious were complete. A national 
demonstration organised by Germans in :Petrograd hampered 
Russian preparations. 

Then, as Bernhardi cynically had foretold in 1912, Servia 
was made the pretext for war. There was bloodshed in Dublin. 
Germany was certain of civil war in Ireland. The pro-German 
elements in Eugland assured the Embassy that the Cabinet would 
11ot fight. The German financiers had so arranged accounts in 
the City as to leave Germany a heavy debtor. All was ready. 
The Day had come-and the hour. 

Surely he who runs may read the lesson and see the parallel 
between the events of the decade ending July, 1870, and those of 
the decade ending August, 1914! 

DAy OF RECKONIXG. 
In both we find the web o£ the Pan-German spider spun 

about the destined victim. \Ve see a pro-German party working 
preventing preparation for war, and preaching disarmament 
against the national interests; German intrigues stirring up 
domestic strife ; a spineless Government truckling to the Prussian 
bully; ~Iinisterial snobs cringing to an imperial spy; German 
agitators prE-aching revolution or pacificism ; extravagant pro
fessions of German friendship unttl their preparations are complete, 
and then-the Day! 

If we win through this war, and the Empire is saved, it will 
be by the courage and devotion of British fighting men, and 
despite our politicians. "Party before patriotism" has been 
their watchword. Let Britons bear in mind these things in the 
day o.f reckoning with the salaried traitor within the citadel, and 
with the certificated enemy within the gate. 
{"Daily Express," 9th Nov., 191;.) 

JOIN THE B~ITISH EMPI~E UNION 
(with which is incorporated the Anti .. German Union), 

346, STRAND, W.C., 
Whose Motto is: 

NO GERMAN INFLUENCE, NO GERMAN LABOUR, 
NO GERMAN GOODS that compete with British, 

but the 
BRITISH EMPIRE .FOR BRITISH SUBJECTS. 
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