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OIl! B99ke of I!ld::::O~~ lvuL...,J 
. A collection of 238 persian~ Arabic manuscripts has been ~ er~ly ac-
~~ ~fq?-iP ~/q~7 A ~ 
-d.quired and brought to Canada by Dr. Casey A. Wood. These lQINillicrjPia,. the 

~ ~ 
" et- • oldest of which was transcribed in 1384 were collected in North-Eastern 

aa:a~~ India, chiefly at Lucknow, an 9.ncient city which existed long before 

the Muhammadan 

~ k- , t .' (rvi..C. 4-J ~o 
ft , contains - ~' .... - Viel .L-known, "classical" "ft_." and 

,t C~~ .. ) [ 
~ r a 

there :is also fair pro portion of works ~ are either rare or enti rely 

unknown in " western librar~eB. (]jf';JI.RAA.. ~ ~ ~ ~;Jz ~1. 
elL .9' t- I , ~ ~~'. f In. tf ,,"\; .t'~ e.~6 : ~ (J,..n f', (~-.;:.~ 
7T The ~ ' p.9~ -.~ 4tft~~~~&ftS'i"St '. ~~ in Persian. 

r. 

This is chiefly due to the faot that before the middle of the last century, 



before India officially 
(i;::) f.{b 

bec~e a British colony, official language was 

~ Persian, as it was during the rule of different Muhammadan dynasties 

since the XlIth century. Arabic literature was confined to the higher cler
~J' ~:. 

ical circles ~ the local dialects of India were regarded as quite unfit 
:fo~~i- ~f~J 0- ~l".i!.r sW 

for ~M8'" • prejudice exists to some extent 
1\ & f' ~ 

~/':.,..,. Ut r;n.f/f.! ~ •.• '\ 
~ _. - ,**---a~~-til~~""<~..r,.c~' A"'''*''''"·l''lfra Muh a<hmri~:f~~"'I'\~,Ii.,,~ !5 :mu~_~"v~>M4l1~a.a 1 ,. amm _, ~"'Y""""'_~~~_~' '. .. -. 

the East", nor high ideals in ethics, there is much material 
W\.-"',l" • 

for interesting research into the history of civilisatiolll it fiit-o-o7i~ 

p human psychology, and the peculia~life ~ u~re-

;(;bso=e[~ ]E:P~ ~Yfiie;;--~-~-i--.-'-V~-iD-~-1-
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Books themselves have their history, sometimes long and complex. 
'" "":J1\~~< 

Muhammadan manuscripts not ., rarely live 800 years or longer. travel ex-
I l 

tensively from one corner of the vast world of Islam to the other, and ';"~"~!..$ 
fJ:; .... "... 

hundreds of times before they~come to rest on the 

parchment are very rare; they were 

used apparently only in the. Western half of the Isla mic world. The East, 
~ l.'" . 4;·' fw! '."~ ..... ,(""",-t 

i.e. lands East of Syria, always "paper'" ,,011 --tba~ 

4L · '~..J <'t~ 
wonderful · ___ u=a:a'-"industrial product " It is exac"fly the same, and 

"'. t.,t w ~ C,Q~ t.4 
probably prepared by exactly the same methods . as ~~T~UBSd 

~ ago in Central Asia. The scrolls from the sand-buried cities of 

Gobi, dating from the fifth or sixth centuries, are written on paper 

Cmt~ .. almost identical with that of t8~i1M~ Arabic manuscripts 

dating from the XIth century. 
t) # 

(}... ~ ·£· .... t.!'w,,~ -f '!- _~ ..... (f';f, 

aame~ minute variations in 
.1\ d 

(}...V. _Ht. -CJ Ifv 

There were only 

on the p&Q'liioll;p-
1 

its manufacture, depending and 
....... ~. ~" 

raw material. usual bro\vnish tones were gradually re-
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placed by lighter colour, thickness was reduced surfacesmade smoother; fut 

the structure, of rags and straw pulp, remained the sa.ue 'J! The best paper 

was manufactured in Samarcand and .... 1 .. »I!t in Central Asia. India ~ ~ ~ 
1; • .... e er !J t.. . 

earlie~~h:'.Q~.t~~~Of bleaching, ,white paper appears as ~~y as the XIVth 

century,~ local makes in many countriesAremain greyish 
. 

or yellowish. The11and of dies, Kashmir, produced a large variety of 

coloured paper, - blue. yel19w, red, rosy, green, etc., but the secret 
1- .~./~· 
t/'" 1,.7J.,;-' ..... 

of manufacturing of these/ was not widely known. India ~ always 
\).I'll 

fond of gaudy colours barbaric combinations of them, 

invented nothing better than the hand-colouring of ordinary paper. Even 

copies written on European paperl early in the XIXth c. were often painted 

with some(poisonOUS,green die which made the paper brittle. 

Specimens of all these different sorts of paper can be seen in 

the present collection. Naturally, Indian 'makes' prevail, but there 

are also samples of Western Muhammadan paper, which was in use in Egypt, 
1~ ~,p rl'.l: • ~ 

Turkey, and Arabia. It was ~~II"~ an imitation of the Venetian, 
or4~ 

and ~m~' ~~~ E ' uropean makes', and possesset all their peculiarities. 

(!) 
~--- -~~~~~~~=--=~~~~----------------------~--------------------------~----~~~-



It may appear strange that there are still many manuscripts of 

Western origin in India~ ~t their appearance in this extreme corner 
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~~ 
of Islamic world can be explained quite simply. Their extensive travels ,.... 

are entirely due to the pilgrims who yearly flock to Mekka from the 

most remote countries. Very often the pilgrimage is not simply a 

question of some hurried ceremonies, but of a more or less long stay 

in the country for educational and other purposes. Mekka is the cen-
:')0 

tre where the most surprising routes cross or come together, ~ a book 

~ IJ "' 
copied on the banks of Volga brought to Mekka by a pilgrim, may ~ 

to Zanzibar, and a volume transcribed in 
jC}\,,,, (/ '~1lf..t."!,!l>~~-: 

be carried ~ to~Java. 

err- aer~Gi: 
~rocco,~on the Atlantic may 

This circumstance . makes ~ ... manuscript library a fascinating 

study. Almost every book may be identified as a "token- not only of 

some remote period, but also of some different country. The difficulty 

is .... to identify them correctly. Unfortunately,a very large propor-

tion of copies become damaged during their long career, and quite naturally 
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\ fiUJi.. Of .alJ;~their initial ~d concluding leaves, exactly the place 
)56 \ """'W ~ 

where, by custom, the scribe ~&~. Ine the title of the book, the name of 
'"' J ' ~ ~'·t4, 

the author, the date and the place of transcription, etc. ~A.S~ i9~ 

damage, although of 1111!11!;' little importance To~,the reader (the beginning 

and end of a book rarely contains anything beyond stereotyped pious invoca-

tions), may cause great discomfort to a librarian who has often to spend 

days, sometimes with no result, before he can ascertain what the book ~.~ C' 

~ Yt-!U .... l~:eN;:., {~ ~}.~"~~w ~~ ~ ~Jt;w,J · 

9f Identification of the period of copying and the country from which 

the copy comes, if there are no direct indications, is entirely based on 
~~ I ' 

the study ofAhandwriting. Calligraphy always was an impprtant art in 

Muhammadan life. Every educated man had to bring himself in line with 

the requirements of .. fashion. These .rB;s~~ons, fortunately; were ex
~~.i;Jr. ~~v~ 

tremely conservative and exclusive. ~I\leading calligraphers, 

patronised by the Court, they spread ~~ ali~~hoOlS, so that within~ I:~~~ 
h-

It <¥:~e.. 
time the whole .~ country was writing in a manner ~ could be at 

~t f!i"~' 
once recognised. ~ Individuality, ~!:!:S¥, never could be entirely sup-
pressed, but it reveals itself in a much smaller degree than in European 
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handwritings. 

Experience with a large number of manuscripts to identify 

their origin without any special difficulty, unless the BC~be belon~ to 
\ . 
M st.-~.~ 

a transition period when one school of c~-!tligraphy wile a_a tAlii replaced 
~ tA.-<; ~") ~~ . --by another" F~;. i~tanc"~ , t manus:ripts?f r~orthern ,India. da~in~ from the 

~,.".-:!If ~-s:t. ". '~s. 'l,_,~:W· t4 JlA.. .. ~ (J ! -:i' ~ i. ~. f~' ' ........... 

~ __ ~WU~~fnlitBZ~i£. Herat scribes of the beginning of 

no longer 
,.~ 

admired, ...... a ne\1V· style, transferred 
~'" ~v 

from the capital of the Safawide kings of Persia, was more and more in demand . 

As there flre 
~ 

many dated copies of .... manuscripts in different libra-

ries, it is possible to follow the gradual fluctuations of this or ~at 
fashion, but an incomplete copy may cause hesitation 

J.Q} fu J. i It' ,- ," l '" . 
. ~ 

the book copied in India. 

Calligraphy Vias 

tation. Good scribes 

.~telked nowadays. illustrations of the text were 
~S. 

always an exception, and rdinary, good copies transcribed for 
5 ~~'J' 1\ 

. princes or high officials confined their ornamentation to a Vignette. 

the first page ~~th opening pages s; called lauh, or 'inW[n. for 
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, ,i i $ j ornamented by ~ symmetrice.l floral design. Some-
~. ~~'; t.. ~of 4.. ~ 

times the ~;=~~~\==~ new chapter or~oems arti6tice~ly painted, es-

" 11:4 pecially in copiee of the corrul.91The margin lines,,.:'o called jadwale, 
"hVt~. ~~_ 

are I\am~"$-"'''''''''-.y in .. copies I1 "ItS from Persia. and India, 

or from North-Western Africa. 

ess them. 

composed of a combination of three or more lines - blue, white . 
(}1 ~ SfYY'A.- /I- tt.. ~ .. /.I.i4k b')\..L ~ 

a.nd gold, green and gold, etc .11 :Lt IIUi!! Si J88Miellea 'thtd; ae~ele 81""&18 was 

e.r~ Ill' "tn~ractive fe.shion· I: L J liLt" t.p.e 'fiI!X'1Jm'!f?Jr:/ When one~readl the 
LAD _" '~ ~..t., 1~A1.. ~ .. ~- f1'...,;~~ ~r. ~-' _ ~J. 

page to the bottom, he has to ." " on :he margins, before he 
OA.. \L - . ,,- A4ttJA'tit •. 4 G.J'\A.... 1"..-- J . 

turns to the next page. " .~h~ee margi~l_ ,i .. a commen~ary on. .~ Q1) J 

~ tt..., tJ..rt ~ 1tfA. . ""J4d V>;.!_.... M,j' ; · ~\tt ,4-t. ~ ~ . :tt~~"~ , '1' t.~ , 

-.:r .1l!I'~D==-~ e. I'e:, ",e~Weading these oblique lines 

necessitates turning the book from ~side and thi6~-' __ I1ii, 
,J It P..(J4 .,~ hn~;~ " 

~~9leI .. _.il&. __ .~'" Sometimes there El.re double or ~riple 

, ~...J,.. 4m~..;t ~ ~ fM'..-1UV· . 
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<fI Very often manuscripts are nicely bound. The technique 

~~Re=ee __ =- ,primitive, but the leather cover i teelf is e:li-i:Lez qway 

skillfully embossed, of, if made of papier-mache. richly painted. Wooden 
~,.L ~~~r~' '~ , M. 

coversl\are in use FroiHtWty"'GICD!i¥ii.AJ.°n the Cau'Casu~'~d Asia Minor' 
\.AJ..~Jb...p.f.t~ # 

o soft covers except those of ordinary leather +e~~ed~~ 
, ~~~>o..e~o;~ ... _",_,,_o~ special brass plates of .. ' il"IlIiI_~ 

OJrb.'t 
name of the ~'e= 

~ copy because the! often 
~~~/~ 
~ name and date 18 ° 'fiD on them. 

f..~ ~ ~M If) q{ ~ leaves at the beginning and ~ end of the volume, 8J1d geom 611-, /1..JJ"u.. 
SPaAA. LL •• o '.L " ~ S~~ ft:A. 
space whiM 1 emttins 1518Jik., etf'S etioat used for notes about acquisition of 
~. ~~ ~ tCi. ~ 4- It!;:. ~ 

the ~ its price, etc •• AT! ° fl ,. J instead o~gnatures. Q:j ~re often 
~~~ ... ~ '\ ~.t., ® 

they i 6"'* fn notes" for memory", " the ovmer wratelahwa a useful pra-
~ tY'- K.s:z.. 

yer, incante..tion ... dates of ~ family , ,events, such as the birth of a Child, 
A I, ~tf1.. ' " 

Of vI.'"' ''''':S Il ~ 
IdI a remarkable dream, etc.7/ The invocationl.;'ya Kabikach~-~ believed to 

1\ / ~ 
be a sufficient protection against worms and other destroyers. 

/\. 



~~ 
The book in Persian, Arabic, Turkish, Hindustani, i" sl"" ~ in all lan-

guages ~ use the Arabic ~Jmo6t always opens With~lorific:tion_ 
1\ ~<Lj$l.. "'-

His prophet Muhammad, and the family e[i~ _'\~iiii ~ ~ ! e. o.f ~he latter. :r~ 
(~ ItA. ?\o-.~ '7- ~ ~---~~ &M.-e.y=#;.) 

M;~~p:::;aCIM·"jt'("the majority O~kS ... somethUlg,,_;::and~ says the 

humble slave 0 f the Almighty, so-and-so ••••. ~ . .At the end 0 f th", prefa-&~ 'YlJ. ~ 
(~o-rS~~ ~ A'~ 11 
~tM-al!t.h .. mentions the title of . work:- ·~ I called it .. - -- -

1\ 
s~8h ~ild. iuch e vrey • .<', and adds: .-"and divid~d it into an introduction 

::1 .L~ ~ 
(mugaddima) t [!o manDchapters, and a khatima··, -l-epilogue" concluding chap-

ter. This is.~ t§=tiS\ a typical case, but there are numerous variations. 

Large works may be divided into ~books" (kitab), and subdivided into mag81as, 
o}~ 

magsads, babs, fasls, etc., ~ all may be translated as simply "chs.pter,.. ,... 

Some books are s plit into a large number of ~ short ls.mtas (sparks), nuktas 
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(wise sayings), hikayats (stories), etc. Others ~ have a more elaborate 
~~~ ...... ~tl ... , 

division, 1\ if the author ~ giveShis work a title contain:Lng the ~ ~ 
'\ foy~:> 

£0 ' k . , "garden" ,\wlal1~'RiS iIii*I B "the garden of mysteries", ~, he 
:J ~ C1-4( cuA Il..J: ' 1 

may divide it into so many "alleys", " divided into "paths" ~ are 
" ~ Se> ~. ~ .YGu1. 

subdivided into "sprays of flowers", ~ Id J h headings ar usually 
1\ 

written in red ink. 
~ 

The titles themselves rarely !1ql! es:s the subject of the work in a 
~ LCi4. a-- ~ s~ 

simple and unequivocal manner ... Ii; ie the eaS8 H~Y with vel y 6R9rt 

treatise,_ ~~::8.~HilY tAfmediaeval compositions sf Ap~e8. 
• ~~l~ 

have lengthy, bombastic, rhymed titles wkieh t;; s~ despa~r ~ foreigner. 
~~ w-n-r4-J ~ a.A., . 

~ 1$ qS 'flowers', 'gardens', 'jewels', 'mysteries', 'revelation', 'lights', 

~a...~~ ~~ ~~ ~-DIJ. ~ ~ 
et~,,~pe~~ ~,,~r~+~~ , 

The typical, endie ~ Arabic b~~k~~~e simple j~an the "b88' . 53 T'iliZs ~~~r_ 
~I ~V-) ~~~~ ~~~~ "'~ ., r'~ 
is the end of what was intended to he said in the book called so-and-so . ~ ~ 

~ 
eompleted on such and such a date, by so-and-so". folloW praises to God, etc., 
~ ~ A.. 1\ 

and ~~the COlop~he copy, ~r?he majority of books omit this formu-

la, especially works in Persi~Jl. In them thbY concluding formula is often 
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combined with the colophon, or, more often)is split into severa~ sentences. 

11 Speaking of dates) f;t-. i~ R8eeefl8ql t (,) me~tieR tlisJ the usual designation 

is that of the ~ day of the week, month and year in the Hijr~ ~ =iW" 
1ke 8PQc~ the migration of Muhammad from Mekka to Medina, which begi~~ the 

J1- .]J. S ~ ~ /t:A.. 
16th July 622, ~ ~ Muhammadan year is lunar, it is shorter than solar by 10 

('.1\" ..... • ~ ,(1 ~. aM, a... ~ " ~ ,~ '1~~ 
days. s.,-;: notable event took place tb:i8 5~e.F the lOth of November, 

/\. 

the next year its anniversary will coincide, according to Mu~ammadan calen-
~- 1-nvr 

dar, with -llS~ )!\ Muhrumnadan years are approximately equal to 33 

~ 
Christian~ in a century ~ makes three years difference. For practical pur-

poses it is the best to remember that 700 A.H. almost completely coincides 
-ft,v~~ 

with 1300 A.D.; if one wants to know wat year it will be, fOI ius Laneel ~ fl/Q.A..J 
~ ) \ V ' 

1927" approximRtelyo in the Hijri ~ra, he has to do P,,,. Q..#o J ~.H D • Ai:. ~ ~ ~ 
1927 - 1300 JI . J:) . 

700 + (1927 - 1300) + ( 100 )X 3=- 1346 which is quite correct. 
1\ 

The da:J of the month can be calcula.ted only with the help of special 

chronological tables. 

It is necessary to note that Oriental authors are in t complete agree-

Of ment with scribes in their extreme neglect and dislike for dates. There 
A 
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are many books which on a thousand page8 of large size C~~~9t tiaQ aB e~p&p-

<t, ~ 
tlol8Hy h mentihJven ~ ~ d..,.k. &v ~ 

This ~~8"r~ tl!Q peeRAgjty Qf ae.t:iRg~s own workg;he or~ 
:"tRQJ:, is not due to .gny±b~l!e~l:::.s~~n~f£~s~ Iw. 
~ the things ·of "this world" " . a wide cir-

. n !trr 
cle of r eaders. Usually the book is produced and addressed 

son.t.tupilS, ~fron. etc •• who certainly do ::t require special indication -tI tt.;:. 
~ -, 

~f hiz nam~he date of composition. In the Western half of the Muham-

ma,dan world this information, i.e. the title of the book, the name of the 

author and the date of its comp~tion~~y supplied by the scribe on ; . 
kA. f(;.. ~~/~"" 

the title-page and at the end of the book. Persians and Indians~ave not 

adopt'ed this custom; so, if a book of Western-Muharmnadan origin is copied 
[t J 

somew~ere in the East, tlus infOrmation is often omited , fQFgo±te~. ~ 

. " 
Oriental readers are not much worried by such omission. They read the work, 

and if it appeals to them, they say: "whoever has written it, he has written 
CA.. 

it welw, that is all. But to a European librarian ,,: 5 Me ... e"manu-

script contain~ no indication of the date or the author, may be a source 
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of long and difficult search in a large number of catalogues and other books. 

Speaking of ~ Oriental manuscripts in general and of the collection J 

, . ~~.:) S~o~ 
of Dr. Casey A. Wood in particular, it would not be superfluous to ~ 

~ " about the we..y~ which these books come into the possession of 13re_igners. 
~~ 

It is necessary to mention first of all that in ~li~ p&rtieNlar tim9 

the "unchangeable East" is undergoing enormous and extremely rapid changes. 

has appa.rently arrived at the end of its develop-Muhammadan civilization ,. 
..eA~ ~~~~ ~ 

resista.nce to ~ Od &8 ef European world. 
!\. 1\ • L.!) 

ment, and "giv~ way wi thout ~ 

The greatest im~9rtance in this state of things lQ"Y liHt ittr,:i"byts6 ~& the fact 
~~ l1b..~'t~,~~~~~ 

that the change is voluntary, er caused 'Qy the his to}"" itself, enl~t'hlze1:~ 

.9 4.c.L 'k,() ~ ~ ~ 1-
ii re~? r f~ the statement that it is "forced" upon t~ Orientals. An-

4-~ ~ ~~I\Ul-4. 
cient custo~'L1 ~~a:tices, ideas, even religions and liter itures " s;e ,/L 
~ ~\CZ; ~ ~ ~~ ;e.. 111"..4... ~ SD'Y'(;" "'r 
pii~~depreciat~ ay no longer constitute the principal items in the 

mental life of these nations. The study of theological and other literatures 

by Muhrunmadan peoples is being rapidly replaced ,~ 3 ~ elementary education 

~~ ~. 
__ European lines; and it is not difficult to f 5 9 the time when "antl,-

quated" books will be completely abandoned and rePla~ed ::!u. modern -~~ 
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For the student of /lMu hrunm act an an:i~l~n;~~ i:f0~ tU-
tant to find t::!}~ ~::1. treasuresl\~t1: ~~e. !1'loe,&.. Cl4 <l tl" H(~ 
~cient works are ~copied P4:JP; mad new manuscripts - ~..kp~r,.;:o~d~u~c~e~d:.4:::::::r~-:-n:~-::~ 
~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~ 
~ few standard works, chiefly school books and QiffsF8Rt popular 

positho~u1:;=i'jt:~/till -- withstand th%~f "scrap-

ping" _ appear M ltli9l8ifOlJi1 lithographed editions, extre~ely cheap and acqess-
" ~ ~ tI.}- Ik. GV~ /L a o....t. 

ible ~to the poorest readers. ~ j;he ~it~~iterature ~ompletely 

neglected. 

There are ma.ny branches of trade in the East in which native merchants 
~ 

s~eS~f~ ~e1- Wit:. ;p£ \'1-st~l.eagUes., W.05" 1R81;l;,aas 1;1;,8Y ee:8i 

],y aaa!3t _ llut uotbjng~:I.ll can he seen j~e*.r. probably because tt:..... 
t ~~V4,~ ~~. ~~ ~ 

its operations are wisQPably sMall iA tAsir ext8Rt~A~riente~;kseller is 
~ ..a..y,~ I ~· ~ 

an extremely inactive and selfconten~creature. ~ sh?~ in the principal 
"- /AA..L ~ --~ ~ :1 

bazar of Lucknow he will sit and chat with his friends \"11t9l8 Q8y,., selling 
0- S~ t4:i:.t ~~ U~ 

now and then R few prayer or school books for~i~rlJ) J1k8 a shil-
/) ~ f--rr-r ~ ';;:J[:t7 , DC 04; ~ 

L~inskj.-Dut he will never trouble ~s~o~d. ()..we~i~r;j~" ~) 

book or manuscript which he he.s not got in his shop ,/\ven if he ~ f 9 ?_t _ ___ ---.J 
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lA., good pro fit search for some particular book is hopeless, and to .. order" 

it ~e~e boo~seller is Simply~aste of time. A stranger would be quite 
I\. ~ 

helpless indeed without the assistance of another ~ of idlers. - if he 
r~~ ~~ lL~" 

succeed~ fi.i aR8 of t~: whQ) belonging to 80MS ggQa but impoverish-
lA ~a.A ~~;) C 

ed family, ~"nst La stupid and ignorant as the average bookseller .it, and 
'" ~ 

'tMIoe willing to earn some money by searchingj\.books. 
t-

AB 8 ...rn.e the ordinary booksellers all oYer the Eastern half of t~e ..A () . ~ A 

~ klM- ~~~~ clt4.L~ ~~I..t 
Muhammadal1 world do not tHi:FQ e'Q9Hi manpsctipis, 9 'HI aeal onl) ill lithographed' 

and printed books. Manuscripts, chiefly calligraphically written, and es-

pecially illustrated, fall usually into the hands of "curio-sellers", the 

most objectionable IUld vicious s~es of ~:t;)r and . swindler. It is 

most remarkable that these people rarely rea the books ~ they try 
I"-

to sell. They are mostly Hindus. Jews, Armenians, or a::± . iit;gs: J meat illi-

t erate Muhamroadans. They are unanimous only in one thing, It in asking ab-
a1J., 

surdly high prices for the goods they sell. It is useless to argue with ()... ~~ l*:~ v.. tJt. ~6>'- ~) /IbJ:: tk t.O ; 
them that -w..." beok -J~i Ill' ~ncomplete. or worthles~ Once in their 

hands every bo;')k is a "rare ancient manpscript". 
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But occasionally ~mong~ the rubbish which they offer one ~ fin~a 

really rare [~ nd valuable book, which even if paid the price they ask is 
It::£ ~ , 

worth buying, ;Ger+td.R*3C after .a erttffieiel'l:t Q,gee &-f bargaining. The ~ ~ 
~ ~iIJ..u ff::;;:t ~ J At ~ ~ 

-e+t8:ftn81fJ bj u=ll4:eg" ma.nuscripts api')ear in the market a:iIe sales 0 f inherited 
~~ A 

property. In order to divide ;N,' thr-heiI!s of some divine. or JIl:a. liter-
~ r,~, ~ 

ete man try to turn "bOOkS. as everything/\, into money. A there always are 

in big cities MMM~iPe Q£ degenerate descendants of nobles and people of im-
1Ilj~~~1f-

portance who live idle life eelling the property of their ancestors. Widows, 
A-

(3.1so J beins illiterate and in need 0 f money, sell b00ks as the first thing 

1Nith which they are willing to part. It is mostly from people in distres~ ~ 

sometimes from real lovers of books who fall into very difficult circum-

stances, that the "curio-sellers", who are often at the smne time merciless 

o::C~ 
money-lenders, get their stock. They first give money as El. loan......-"Q;rt iRAlllBa:n 

~4·~ 
C ololQ:i:tioIlS Ufith iF~gapel lO irl'be! es.t. 2""n.d when the debtor fails to pay in ~ 

a.ccept ~ they force him to pay in kind, by books and "curios" which they 

at their Qvm eewIRS:iiisHI' ~. 91 !/) 
Quite peculi8r~ i~~ ~/:;::h~fO~~li!Wa:!~hs::;;;]b;!l~.::t:ll~GioIM'~9-~ ~ 

1\ 



~ lAA~~-"""-::::J 

?r~ A- 4.. ~ I/o~, -18-

()FSi1l6P), we."f&. 60h.e+.i!!l".f.:.:~ ~\~t!~¥J.Jl"f'~f!.kp;Q.;;J.,_ !f....~ w...uJ ~ 
-~ The reasonAroay be easily discovered on examination. Usual-

ly ~ copies of this kind contain seals of ~wagf~t or bequeathment to some 

mosque, often in a distant city, or one which ceased long ago to exist, etc. 

The stelDp ("wag f") . although the real proprietor cannot_ be traced, re:aders the 
6J\-

sale of Et book a. sort o~a.n ill~ al~ impi-ous transaction •. ,! No selfrespecting 1/'-

~ CV ",L-O ~,~ ~ 7t..... K:a. ~ 1-";; 
Muslin ~ buy ett6h 9Ja~ • the "waq I" S6MEJ F.'\ strengthened by ~ a-. 
~ I1\z ~ 

Q4Monal: invocations of curses upon _ mieappropriators, ..1t-I~ impossi-
{~ .. f a... 4..&.. ~ 

ble to ~ace the inscription, the owner will sell it, vrith surpri ing reason-

ableness to the offer of the incautious purchaser. 

The wandering of the Oriental book, its peculiarities and different fea

tures dependin; on the period and locality to which it helo~ ~ fascina_ 

ting study.i f ce!!, 1%.£ bi: I] F g:t::: arQ sel ecteGi. -J-." 

~ ~ 4s , cM oaJi /.«At J..~ 
In Dr. Casey " Wood's collection;;: ...... le t't ~ specimens. Il is £. :Jrv. ~~J 

~~ct... small volume, written by a good calligrapher sometime in the beginning of 

the XVth century, somewhere in Turkestan or in what is now ~ Northern 

Afghanistan. It contains mystico-lyrical poems of two eminent poets of 



-19-

of Persia; a seal on the first page shows that the volume belonged to the 

private library of th~tern, but learned ruler of Samarcand, the grand-
son of Tamerlane, Ulughbeg, who was himself much interested in astronomy. j~ 
built a good observatory, patronised many scholars, and himself produced CL ~ 
tti- V1el1-~tronOmiCal tab~ He Vias murdered in 1449. 

~~) ~ ~ It ,,.l 11 1;}~ pro bablyfa story from Arabian ).J.ghts if :it wel:itle. '6e poee'X-
91e to trace the route of this little volume from the royal library in 

Samarcand, in the XVth century, to the dusty shop of a curio-seller, a 

Hindoo of Lucknow, from whom it was acquired in 1926. 
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Ahlw=W. Ahlwardt, Verzeichniss der 
arablschen .tianuschl'liten deL' KOlllgli
chen blbuoLneK ZU btll'im, IV VU1S. 

.l:Sel'1in, HS!:S'l-Ij~. (R~Jerence8 are to 
nUm()~r8). 

/ Al gi ers = E. Fagnan, Catalogue general des 
bibl iotheques publi ques de France . T. 
XVIII . Paris 1 9j . ( l eferences are to 
pages ) . 

cmecd.=work~ or writer! on anecdotes, I 
tales, e['c. 

Ar.=Arabic. 

AS = Daftar-i - kutubkhana _i_Aya ?ufiya . 
Con8t~ntinopl e , 1304. (References are 
to pages) . 

G8£rot.=work, or writer, on astrology. I 
G8tron.=work, or WL'ltel' on 

~ USuonomy. 
~~~~:um~r, the 'hrslsch~liana:----7 ~ A1--~)~ 

uel K. l:lur- I blOilo[,hek m llliU La(;l.(il:)-
l~t1tj . lV.LUt;llclien. ~UllClien ) .17 • 

• (.tteJerence-s Me W pages). --~--, V~. 
b.=~ or ~I, son of. 

~ = chapter (!~_erally = door) . 

beg. = begmrung, or beginning with. 

Bh (with Arabi c works ) = OatalOE;ue of the AY'abic gSS in the 
Buhar l ibrary, by N. Hidt yat Hu·ayn . Calcutta,192~ . 
(Referenves ate to numbers) . ~ 

-

I 
~. 



J9)./ (J d~ (, 
B ()at~logue 01 tU", ..t'el'i::ill,W Manu

SCrlplil:> III the .!jUiUi.r L1I.)L'I:l.l'Y \ l,.al
cutta), by ~ 'AlJtiu 1-l.Y.l.uql.atil1'. 
CalCutta, l\;U. (ftejerences are to 
numbers). .J ;. ({;A-t '" <--

Bibl. Indica=Bibliotheca Indica, a 
series 01 Vl'itllltul won~f:; pUlJ1>bned by 
the ASIatIC i:)OClety 01 .oengaJ.I. \.IaJ.
cutta. 

biogr.=workl. or writer, on biography. 
:Bk=Cata.logue of the Arable anu .t'eJ.'sian 

Manul:,;cl'l!Jts lU the Unolltul futilc 
Libl'ary at .tsan,1UpOJ.'e \..t'u.lla, b.}l •• ~~a:.- Vb cutta, 
191~19~ ~- i e 116 J 
(References are to numoers) • 

• E . .B!ochet, CataLOgue des Manu
scrits l'ersans ue la .tSlI..Wotil'ey,ue 
NatIonale, vols. 1-11, .1:'U1"18, J.~VD, 
1915. (References are to numuera). 

BL=Bibliotheca Lindeslana, liand-list 
ot Oriental lVlaUUI:Ocnplii::i, .dJ.'al.JiC .1:'tlJ.'- 1 
sian, '!'urklsh. (&lJeJ.'ut::t:J.lj, 1b~O: 

BN = de Slane , Bibliothequ.a Nationale , Dep. des J.lSS . Cat . 
des MSS Arabes . Pari s ,1895. (Ref;-;rences are t o 
nWlbers) • 

BNA = E. Blochet , ditto , lou~elles acquisiti ons 
(," 84- 1924) , Paris , 1925. (References are to 
n:.u!lber~ ) • 

Q AA \ Bzit-:- Ni ifi.=Cata.logus eodicum MSS. fJ I "f qui in lV1usaeo Brltanmco asservantur. a vols., London, 1871~ (References 
are to numbers). ;., MA :S"';; Xl'S 'HJ1N!~. A ~eseriptive 0' I Listof the Arabic 1\18;:;. acqmred b~ the 
trustees of the British Museum SlUee 
It)~4, by A. U. Bllis and E. Edwards. 
London, 1912. (ReJerences are to 
pages). 

= O. Ri eu, Supplement t o the catalogue of the I 
Arabic MSS in the British Museum. London, J 

1894. ( References~ to~w~s ). 
----------~------~--------~--------



Bodl.I =J.Uri, Biblioth. Bodleianae cod.MSS 
Orientalium Oatalogue, QXoniae, 1787. 

Bodl.II = A.Nicnol ana E.Pusey, Bibl .Bodl. 
cod. MSS~ Or.Cat •• Oxon.1b".(References 

rare to pages). 

'Br==E. G. lirowne. A tJata10gue of the 
}?ersian Manuscripts ill li1.l.\:j .uwral'Y 01 
the universIty 01. lJumuI1uge. \.ialll
bridge. ll)~ij. (1teJer~"'(;e.s u,t t. '0 '1H",m- \ 
bers, but tne RomWl ngure;:; are su\:)::;tl-
tuted by Arable oues). Br. Lit • .!fist. =~. U . .browne. A Literary 
HIstory 01 rel'Sla. 1 l.t"J.'Olll L1lt~ earl1e",~ 
times uutl1 .l! ll.'(,hloV> bij ..... UllUull. l~V~. 
11 \~'rom .1flluaWI:ll LV OI:lo'Ui), J,..ondon. 
It,lOo; 111 lA .tlIiiLU1'y oi .Pe~lSian 
Literature under . .l. ..... w- .i)omlUlOn), 

Cambridge. 19;'- iv (A History of \ 
Persian Literature in modern times). 
Cambridge, 1924. 

Brockelmann=C. Brockelmann. Ge
schichte der arabischen Litteratur~ 
vols. I-II (Weimarl 1898t Berlin, 
1902). 

c.=century. 
ca.=circa. 
Caetani=G. Gabrieli. La Fondazione 

(Jaetani per gli studi Musulmani. 
Roma. 19~6. (lleferences are to num
b~rs). ' 

Cairo = Pihrist al-kutub al- ~Arabiyya al-mshfuza 
bi'l-ku~bkhana al-Khidiwiyya." vols , C~irol 
1309. (References are to pages) 

CHL I=E. Browne. A Hand-list of the 
Muhammadan MSS. preserved in the 
library of the University of Cam
bridge. Cambl'idge.1900. (Reference8 
are to number8). I 

CHL II=E. Browne. A Supplementary r 
Hand-list of the Muhammadan MSS. 
preserved in the libraries of the 
university and Colleges of Cambridge. 
Cambndge. 1~22. (Reference8 are to 
numbers). 

~!W~ 
cond. =condition-, state of preservation. 

chIefly with regard to legibility. 
d.=d.ied. 
Dorn AM. =B. Dorn. Das Asiatische 

lVluseum der Kaiserlichen Akademie 
der Wissenschaften zu St. Petersburg. 
St. Petel'sbul'g, lM6. 

Dorn C.=Catalogue des Manuscrits et 
Xylographes OL'1entaux de la Biblio
theque .l.mperiale Publique de St.
P~ttlrsbourg. i::3t. Petersoourg. 1852 
(the Muhammadan MSS. descnbed by 
B. Dorn). (References are to pages). 

EB =E. Sacho.u and H . Ethe. Catalogue 

1/ 



4t of the Persian, TurkIsh, .tiindustant 
.., and Pushtii Manuscripts in the Hod

leian Library, vol. 1, Oxford, 1889. 
(References are to numberd). 

Ed=A Descriptive Catalogue of the 
Arabic and l'ersian 1\1.::;8. in t!:dinburgh 
University Library, by E . .Ko ., ertson, 
H. Ethe and M. Hukk. Hertlord' l 

~. 1925. (References are to numbers). 

EIO=H. Ethe, Catalogue of Persian 
Manuscripts in the LI brary of the 
India Ottice, vol. I. Oxford, 1110a. 
(ReJerences are to numbers). 

Elliot, Hist. of India,=Sir H. M. Elliot, \ 
The History of India as told by ltS 
own Historians. The Muhammadan 
Period.! Vols. ~ London, ~\tA 
18i7. 

ePi8t.=work,:orwrit~r, on ePistotOgra;hY. \ 

sC .Ar . I = U. Casiri, Bibl.Arabo Hispana E~curia.lensis, 
2 vol s ., 7 .~ad rid , 1770. 

Escur . II = H . Jerenbo~rg, Les manuerits p. rabes de 
l ' Escurial, Pa ris , 1684. 

Eur.=European (paper) . 

f.; if. =folio, folios. 

fann = part, section (~.= art, s ci ence) 

fasl = cnapter ( l it . = section, division) 

~ist = i ndex , --::ble of contents . i 
Fleischer, Dresden ~=H. Fleischer, 

Cataiogus Codicum ollentallum blb
liothecae regiae Uresdensls. Llpslae, \ 
1831. (ReJerences a1'e to p age.:;). 

Fleischer, Leipzig f1t=H. Fleischer, 
Cataiogus liororum m anu8cnptorum 
qui in bibliotbeca senaLOL'la CIVlta:tlS 
Lipsiensis asservantur. Unmmae, ll)iH. 
(References are to pages). 



Fl=G. Fluegel, Die Arabischen, Persi
schen unci 'l'urkischen handschrilten 
der Kaiserlich-Kblllglichen HO! bib
liothek zu W ien,3 VOlS. ~ W ien, 
~18fj7. (References are to pages ). 

ghazal - l yrical poem. J 
GIPh=H. EtM, Neupersische Littera

tur in Grundriss del' lranischen .Phllo
logie, vol. 11 (:Strasslmlg, ~1\;U4), 
pp. 212-;)68. (liejerences are to pages). 

Gotha (w"ith Arc.lbic orks ) I: Vl. Pertsch .. Die Ars.b. 
~nd~hhr . der her z . Bibl . zu Gotha .. 4 vols ., 

188) . (Relerences are to numbers) . 

-/~ia PtyvVJ~ 41~l) 
Gotha ¥=w. Pertsch, Die Persische~ 

Handschriften der her'zoglwhen Hlb
liothek zu Gotha. Wien, 1~6~. (ReJer. 
enCElS are to pages). 

gram.=work, or writer, on grammar. 

hagiol. =work, or writer, on hagiology. 

Ijajji Khahfa=Lexicon. 13ibliogrt:l.ph~·l 
. cum et EncyclopaedlCum a rlaJ~ 
' Khalfa compositum, ed. U. FlugeiJ\ 
-'7vols. ~ London, ".'M1~58. 

hashiya =( marginal) commentary, Buper-
, commentary . 

hist. =history, or historian. \ 

Hc"V11 = P, 11,1/ 1M / ~d,.,,'dvf('. ~~ t e.-vnf~ 
J.,'ff~w1. } ~-i-{J / /f~. 

Ind. = Indian. 
Ind. libr.=Libraries in I d' . n la. 

~nsha = letterwrlting, stylistic . 



IvASB=W. Ivallow, A Concise Des
~ptive Catalogue of the 1-'ersian M.,~. 
m the collection of tbe Asia.tic .socIety 

of tleagal. Calcutta. 1924. (Reference~ I are to number8). 

Iv~== W. Ivan?w, A Concise Descriptive 
Catialogue or tih9 Persidon MSS. in the 
CUl'zon collection of the Asiatic 
SocLety of Bengal. Calcutta, 1926. 
(ReJerences are to number8). . 

IvPS (1) = W. lvanow, A CO~ CiS9 deser.cat . of the Persian 
IF-SS in the collections of tne As . Soc . of Bengal . 
First Su~plement.Calci.ltta, 

l1uJ!!.bers) • 
JA::;Jour~al Asiatique (Paris). I 

~adwal = margin- l ine , boreer line. 
JASB=Journal (~nd Proceedings) of 

the Asiatic SocIety of Bengal (Cal 
cutta). 

JRAS=Journa.1 of the Royal Asiatic 
Societiy (London). 

juz l = part. 

__ ~~.ima_ c concluding chapter . I 
ki t a b = book . 

1927. (Rei'erenees are 

Koorulu : KO:Jru.luzada Muhammad Pasha kutabkhana 
~ daft8rI. OonstBntin~Dle,e . d . (References are to 

pages ). -
Krafft=A. K rafft, Die Arabischen 

Persischen und Tiirkischen Hand: 
schriften der K. K. Orientalischen 
Akademie zu Wien. Wien, 1842. 
(ReJerences are to p ages). 

Leyden C. =Catalogus Codicum Orien
talium aibliothecae Academiae Lug
duno-Bdotavae (by R. Dozy, P. de
J ong, M. d e-Go:*-l, and M. Houtsma)~ 

'vols. ~l877, LugduniBata-
vorum. (R4erence8 are to pages). 

lex . =work, or writer, on le~icography . 
litho =li thographed, lithograph. 
ll=number of lines on a page. 
Loth=O. Loth, A Catalogue of the 

Arauic MS;::;. in the Library of the India 
O.flce. London, 1877. (References are 
to numgers). 

Madr = Cata.logue of the Arabic and 
Persian MS'::;. in the Library of the 
Calclltta ~Vladrasah, by Kamalu'd
D .n A )mad and 'Abdu'l-Muqtadir. 
Calcutta, 1905. (R ef erences are to 
nu,Y/, fJeri ' ~:!::::1 ftoUiOS sr'e lsplaCG by v--- '--

·7 



ma~ala = part (lit.- speech) 

~aq~ad = goa-l l aim{~/f~) 
I mathem.=work, or writer .. on mathe-
I matics. 

mathnawI' = poem in whi ch both 
hemis~ichs are rhyming . 

matn = the original taxt in the 

commentary 6 rtich is comoented 
u.pon . 

med.= Nork, or writer, on mdicine. 
Mehren-A. F Mehren, Codices Persici4{u 

Turcici, Hindustanici variique alii 
bibliothecae regiae Hafniensis. Haf
niae, 1857. (References are to pages). 

MG=Ka.ta.log del' Bibliothek der Deut
schen Morgenlandischen Gesellschaft" 
Vot. II, Pel'sische und Hindustanische 
Handschriftan. Leipzig, 1911. (Refer
ences are to nUlnbers). 

mm. = millimetres. 
moral. = work, or writer, on moral philo-

sophy. . 
Morl= W. Morley, A Descriptive Cata

logue of the Historical Manuscripts in 
the Arabic and Persian Languages , 

preserved i~ the library of t.he. Royal 
Asiatic SOCIety of Great Brltalll and 
Ireland. Londonl 1854. (Reference8 
are to pages). 

muqaddima = introductionl preface. 

nast.=nasta'li'q, ~ ~AA J) h,w~w"dm 
occult. =work.. or writer2 on occult 

sciences. 
Or.=Oriental (paper). 
om. pr. =work,. or author of a work,- in 

ornate prose. 
p., pp.=page, pages. 
p. =poetioa.l work, or poet. 
l?alm~E. Palmar, A Descriptive Cata

logue of the Arabic, l'ersian and 
Turkish MSS. in tne library of 
Trinity College, Cambridge. Cam
bridge, 1820. (References are to 
pages). 

pap.=paper. 
philos. =work, or writer, on philosophy. 



P'-"l-1ri ~ Ir~ f·etl . sfc 0t:l ~ I'~/~ /~~ 
,2y~ 'j 7# l/1'~/ /f9~ 

k I'ter on polyteoh-polyteohn.=wor ,or wr , 
n1.08. 

_ ertsch, Die Handschrioft~n-
prV~'~~ic!nisse der ~oniglichend lll~~~ 

thek zu Hedin. V lerter Han. 0 

i hniss der Persischen Handschrlf
ze c u 10 1888 (Reibfenoes are to ten. uer IDt • 'J 

pages). 

qa.sTda 
t 

:: a special sort. of p06ltl 1 

qism = part . .J 

qi ~ ( a ::: poem in which only secona 
etichs are rhyming . 

R=c. Rieu, Catalogue of the Persian I 
Manuscripts in the British Museum, 

J vols. ~ London, ·.~~.\lS83. (Re
ferenoes are to pages). 

hemi- \ 

Ragnib = Da:ftar-i - kutubkh na- i-Raghib pasha . Oonstantinople
s 

1jOO. (Re:ferences are to pageo/e 

riual a = trea t i ee, UB..la lly ano rt foe:- 1---------" ~(J a... = dafl#t {e;I:. -..JIV; tw0. 
Reh=E. Rehatsek, Catalogue raisonn\.. 

of the Arabic, Hindostani, Persian I 
and Turkish MSS. in the Mulla 
Firuz Library, Bombay, 1873. (Refer
ences are to pages). 

Ros=Baron V. Rosen, Collections Scien
tifiques de }'Institut des langues orien
tales. Ill. Les Manuscrits Persans. 
St.-petersbourg, 1886. (Referenoes 
are!o pages). 

RS=C. Rieu, Supplement to th~ Cat~. 
logue of the Persian ManuscrIpts In 
the British Museum. London, 1895. 

I (Referenoes are to numbers). 

I 
RsBr=E. Demson Ross and E. Browne, 

Catalogue of two collections ?f 
Persian and Arabic MSS. preserved ID 

I the India Office Library. London. 
1902. (References are to numbers). 



rubs (i =: c ... ua train. \ 
S=size (length and width of the pages 

of the MSS.). 

S.=Sayyid 

shar~ = co~entary 
S~ ,.SX: Sprenge,r, A Catalogue of the 

I - t1 I ArabIC, PersIan and Hindustany ' 
Manuscripts of the Libraries of the 
King of Oudh. Vol. I. Calcutta, 1854. 

i (References are to pages). . 

I 
8uf· =a $i1fi" or work, or writer, on 

Sujism. 
}aL~a l lu~ = poetical name . a surname \ 

I.Y{ which the poet sign!, his poems . 
I theol. =work, or writer, on theology. 

tol.=tolerably. 

Tornberg=C. T. Tornberg, Codices Ara
bici, Persici et Turcici bibliothecae 
regiae universitatis Upsalensis. Up
aaliae, 1849. (References are to pages). 

v., vol., vols. = volume, volumes. 

-v (after a folio-number)=verso. 

wr. =wrote, was engaged in compositiQn ~ I 
YailI = Yaili J a rni f kutubkha na daftElr!. Constantinople, \ 

1}00. (References are to pages) . 

ZDMG=Zeitschrift der deutschen mor. 
genlandischen Gf>seilschaft (Berlin). 



Th~ pres I3!1.t c ,~ · alog·~.H3 giv8s a coneise desc iption of every 

item in the coll e.c t t n of Per ~1 1 an, Arabic i~nd Hi dust-ani (= Urdu) 

manuscripts which been acquired during the 'inter Ol 1)26-1)27, 

in India (chiefly i Lucknow), on behalf of .Rsey A.Wood. Accor~ing 

to the origina l ) 1 81 , tho collection should well-

knovrn or cIa ::.s ica l 1} arks of Fuha.lllr!ladan li teratu. intended 

for c .. dvanced resea r 11 in any :?articular branch f IJIuhe.mmada n lore s but 

its p~rpose was to erve 4 ot inAtruction them the 

idee. of what th ~ 0 ieats.1 manuBcript is} and ~10V; it. This 

program was fulfil ed to a considerable exteat; it WB.S 

pOBsibl,~ to add to these CO/l~rnon works a those which are 

ra. th 9'~ W1com.mon, 0 even rea.lly rare or at all in other 

collections. These rarities constitute abOLlt a q th~ whole 
rr:..~"fI1 

number of manuscri ta, thus rendering . rrnteres ing even for advanced 

st.udents . 



like this one 
I 

The ui Dtributi 

instance from 

notes dealing 

works as to 

of cont :·nts. 

th a /out :;6' differen 

ials and rarer works in a collection 

India, being of Indian origin. 

eir subject CB.n be seen in the first 

he catalogue contains 2 6 descripti~ 

iteI1s, i{l 2)8 volumes. 

regarded as um. e c. essary to dea 1 at le wi th the i taw/ which 

Deen deecri ae in detail in previous 

to which refer given. The 

wi th at len.gth, especiaLly 

T::le . ori ty of these 

and two 

manus cript is 

years old. There are 

s cri 'Jed in the note No 

e XVth century, 18 

specia l i ndex ( V ) is added at the 

entirely new) i t ellS were dea lt 

present i Tportant 

uetween 8. bout a. hun.dred 

older iteu 6. 

it ia dated 1;>84 Eight 

XVlth, 20 -

chronological se uence of the dated and s.d indeed 

copies are not in a irat class condition 



i8 the case with the copies b~ht fro", Persia or Oentra l Asia where 

the e ).ceptionally dry elL,ale ~f~the highlands with co",pe.rati vely lllOder~ 
te.l.ipera t-lre e a Dook .£ al tost a t:l0U8n~~i years of' age as 

, J 

fresh as if' few clecRd e s ago. T!1e e):cessive 

h.l •. _idi ty of n India, high te"_pera t ;.lre, and especia llY tIle great 

shorten the life oi:-' a Dook enor::uously 

even in an.d up-to-date li Jraries. Only tDose Gooks e scape the 

d f:Lr.age whi ch are often opelled and cleaned ; Dut these are rare exceptions . 

~ ~ J4 epecial liat of rare a .d notabl e ite._s in the collection ia 

given f lrther on; here it vrill be sut;" icie,lt to dra .... "! special attentiOil. 

to No.56# a luxu'rioLls copy# dated ",6# richly or{lc .. entf:;d ar1d cont&ining 

,.l Ko." 
s overal ill '.1.strations i f} colour~ And Ci . .:lotL1 er [":00 ' ~ containing Persian. 

poetry: wnicl:1 wao tra;.l.scri beu a~jOut t h the XVth Cth1.tt.lry, 

,,/ 

and# a :" one can s ee ~ ' ro r11 a v -1 8_P?eynJ ad to it" once ..::elo,Uged to the 

p:rillat ~ -':, the grendson of Tafflerlane" the farr..ous ruler of 

learned astro::1o.;..er # Ulughbeg~ who was killed in 1449. 



~ • - j . . , 



1o~~' 
6'0rder to facilitate the handliag of the descriptive notes, 

different de~ils of their tech~que Rre exp lai:1ed f tlrther o.a here,; 

a list of a·~-0reviation.s 8 ld of Per8ia~1 a!ld Arabic tech.:lice.l ter-;':.6 used 

i :1 the te / t is added . The L1di ces at th e end OJ the catalogue deal .,.;//t 

e,er,:! princi;>al matter which is s llbject to inde."~ 
sion it is fair to express great gratitud to Dr . Casey 

A. Wood, a:1Q cially ad~iration for his ~uite exception 1 oroad-

mind edl1t:3S8 • r1 l ':-:arned scientist to tak-2. acti ve intere t in Oriatal 
fJ~ ' 

manuscripts, B r' to sa crifi~lder cWle S l,lWS which the r collection 

involves , is 01' l.~.li t e e;:ceptional ps~((~hology , novlatlaya, 

'Iit';;.:!'J Wli'ort.ltla t -ly , is rarely to Be met with . It should be: hlgiJ.ly 

appreGiated r.y e 'very Oriental E:t..l.clent . 

Calcut a , 11-XI-1927. W / MMJ1N, 
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NOTES ON THE TECHNICAL DETAILS OF ,. TH/~ 
CATALOGUE. 

1. GENERAL REMARKS. 

1. Description. ~ivery separate work is, as far as possible, described in a separate note. Exceptions have been made in the following cases:-
(a) Volumes containing a collection of works of one author. 
(b) Collections of short works, dealing with the same 

subjects. 
(c) If two or more works, which are bound together, possess 

some kind of internal connection between themselves. 
(d) Fragments; short notes, .scraps of all descriptions. 

2. Transliteration. The/system of transliteration ~ 
~_ •• ~~d~.S" .~ represents the words 
according to their written forms, 'not according to their actual pronunciation. The vocalisatiOn is given in accordance with the 
usages of good Persian, as at present spoken in Persia. 

In Arabic words ,,' *j£~concession is made to the elemen
tary principles of Arabjc phonetics and grammar, in names containing the definite article JI. Being of no importance to people 
who know Arabic, they often mislead those who do not. Therefore, instead of 'Abd al Ral{im, as is given in different catalogues, the form of 'Abdu'r-Rahim is used~ or in the Genitive case, with lbn or Abu, forms like '·Abdi'r-Rahim. 
, The hamza (,) is marked only in the transliteration of Arabic expressions, given in their original Arabic form, not as loan-words 
in Persian. Therefore, e.g. the Arabic form is given as Tadhkiratu'l-awliyii,', but the Persian form as Tadhkira-i-awliya. 

Table of transliteration :-

J a, i, u '-f' P (t~ ph) 

~ t (~ t'h) 

~ th 



o ( Oh) V's J k, g (tf k'h) ~ 1 ~J 
~ eh (~ehh) V sh J g (.I g'h) 

-c:tt V'fi J I 
. kh t: 

. d 
V' • r m ., d (lSJ d'h) l:a ~ cu n 

.)d,h l) ~ J w, u (ii) 

J d c.' IS h 

) r t gh ~ y (i). 

j Z uf 
J zh J q 

Note 1 The letters 0, e, v, x are used only in words of non-Persian and non
Arabic origin (Turkish, Indian etc.). 

Note 2. Diphthongs: ay for ~I, and au (or awl for )1. 

Note 3. Wherever an accidental combination of consonants may lead to 
confusion with one of the aspirated letters us~d to xender a simple consonant, the 
apostrophe (' ) is used (e.g. nU7.'hat). 

Note 4. The dash (-) is used: (a) to join two different words whenever they 
form one compound word; (b) with the Arabic article JI; (c) with the Persian 

i,cf,aJa: (d) with the Persian conjunction .J when it is pronounced like U after words 
ending with a consonant. 

3. Dates. (4) In all cases in which the dates in the Muhammadan era, 
. 'are given with their equivalents in the Christian era, the former 

stand fir.8t, and the latter second, and the indications A.H. or A.D. 
are oI9itted. 

(,) Wherever not only the year of the Muhammadan era is 
given. but also the day of the month, the latter has been rendered 
into its equivalent according to Christian era, with the help of 
F. Wiistenfeld's Vergleichungs-Tabellen der Muhammedanischen 
und Christlichen Zeitrechnung. Leipzig, 1854. 

(f) In the indices, and in repetitions of the same date, when 
the year in Hijra era begins about the middle of the Christian 
year, and therefore coincides with portions of two yeari-3 in the 
Christian era, only the second, the latter, is given, e.g. 881/1476-
1477, is given in the indices as 881/1477. 



-11· Quotations. In this Catalogue the principle is strictly 
fo~l~wed th.at all quota.tions should be, "true copies" of their 
or~gmals; wIth preservatlOn of all ,peculiarities of orthography and 
mIstakes. 

JE. -. NOTES ON INDIOES~ 
1. Persons' names. (1) All references are to the serial 

numbers of the descriptive notes in this Cat::tlogue. Those in 
heavy type indicate that the person in question is the author, or 
translator, editor, commentator, etc., of the work described under 
the number. 

(2) In order to make the alphabetical sequenC'e as strict as 
J10sBible only the eS8enUal parts of the names are taken into con-
1.ideration. All honorific titles, initials in European names, etc., 
p,re disregarded as well as other expressions which do not con':ltitute 
Jthe principal part of a name, unless there are special rea~ons for 
treating them otherwise. The list of t hese disregarded elemenM is 
&s follows :-

ABu 
AB! 
AL-(Arabic definite 

article in all its 
modificatioQs). 

AMi& 
AQA 
B. (ibn) 
BABA 

lJAFI~ 
HAJJI 
HAKIM 
iBN (b.) 
KHWAJA 

MAKHDUM 

MAWLANA 
MlR 
MIRZA 
MIYAN 

8AYYID 

SHAYKH 
SHAH 
SULTAN 

al~o: Persian iqa!a 
(-1-) 
Arabic case 
terminations 
-u, -I. 

Great care has been taken to prevent these words from 
upsetting the alphabetical sequence of the principal names. 
They are either omitted or transferred behind the essential parts 
of the names. The kunyas, when they do not consti tute t,he real 
name of a person, have been included in brackets, or within 
commas, but disregarded in the alphabetical arrangement. 

(3) For reasons of economy of space names, repeated in 
several entries, are only once printed in full heavy type, in the 
first entry and replaced by a hyphen in the following entries. One 
hyphen corresponds to one name only, except in those composed ' 
with 'Abd-, Abu-, and -Allah, -Daula, -Din, -Mulk, which are 
treated as one single word. 

(4) The abbreviations used in the indices are also given in the 
general list on pp. vii-ix. 

.. -11. Titles of works. (1) References are to the serial 
-number8 in the Catalogue. Those in heavy type refer to the notes 



in which the copies of the work mentioned are actually de8cribed, 
-- and show t,hat the work in question is not merely incidentally 

referred to. 
(2) Dates, unless otherwise specified, exact or approximate, 

after the titles of works, indicate the time of composition. 
(3) The expressions which have been disregarded in the 

alphabetical arrangement of the titles (unless constituting an 
essential part of the title) are: 

AL-(Arabic definite article, 
in all modifications). 

BAYAN 
DAB. 
pi 
INTIKHAB 
KITAB 

MAJMtr'A 

MUKHTA!?AR 
MUNTAKHAB 
RrsALA (-T) 
SHAR:r.I 
TARJUMA (-T). 

Also the Persian i4afa (-1-), or Arabic case terminations -u, -I. 

,l:.$. 1' ...... I1oC4~ ~'u-h. ~ d.'e( rftr:U ,p.re) I~u <4 C;-

~ It. ~ t; 4-Jee 4:; ""tnL; d.t;.{ t:JUr~ / n tle...e h 4-

p~1 ~ c.,hrj~ 4.>~h/,,&s. /I'-~.4 u..~:u'141W4..) 
n:-aA- :4 .... 44 ~.u. n.4. I\. .;, f~~ ~ ~ ~....h __ "'- A.cA, ~ O//-q-
ty/..,,~ ~ f~~1 kJ. ---7~v" --r /' 

.J.: · .¥'a....u 0/7"':~' 7Z Ja4. ~ ~ A ~u.r ... ~ u/ d:; 
~.~ t.: ~/j 4'J.e-;r .;, /tu- ~/C ~ .&f. 0--rW '1~' . 
J , /-'~ ,!~.:.: . ~Id~ ~~$~ /U-e-I /.4~ 
~I~tt,.f-~~ ~7 J&/:u.':)d...~}z. <4J.., ;;~. 





Pn r f I 
({.Iv .---/ 



1 



? 



3 
\ ~J..J 





5 
~1I317)~,l;CZ#(?Y9'~ ~ I.t k~ 
~~.f fttia..:); M ~ I! 2IJ-ZNJ/ 4 a-..L -f ~4S ~ 
~ ~~I ~ 3'~e-\~. ~ ~ ff/(#~;z;... ~ 
~M ~ /f..gt4 ~u;. h,_~ d'I : .l1- "! Z J M _ ~//~ -/7_/ 

t/7 ! ---u' t- - /" /- /-J~~ 
.r - . 3/;/..0- / 5J: ~, '/ 

./ ~t.( ... ~ U"J/ o.r9r l;.WI //> i' )~d/'(;' t.51:f..? ~ 
~ c:JJf. ~f~ '.f,.,? ... ~ (;/~ ~ ) ~/~) r I.ii ,,~ 

C~, ~fi'J'-".JtSf"' ~I ~(.r"'/ ;" ~ U;:' J..J I ~ /> ~/I 
~ ~~ !7wN./~~f1£ ,w~F#;·~.i7~~ 

1/,. 11 fJ7l;,St'u: <,~..rX/7/ .2~.r,k/<IC'.H6c L·~ /~ ...... /:.:.;v~. 
V ~~., I'!i~ /~"" ~//J,-.-. "4 ~.~ ~. ~.z7 ~. 

UM ty~ ~ h~ A,:).P&~ PO/Y~4::..<£.....J, 





7 

6. 



.,.-: 1 / / , .. /-" -
/&:t -z,.,-,t:/J1 -,- / ya "I 2-t • 

U./' (; {:I t-

7--9~ 



J/, 

~"M-/-~~. 



if/ 

32. •.. \1'\1 .. 11 
~~ c.Y 'j.IY 



53. J ~ ( ..:;., t-lb. 
7;:?j~ ,t- ~F . 

/(; ftd!,'~I,M~ jl'i ~ ~/~ i #c.~ Jb~ ~ ~~,;f
#C-t.~ ~ ;ht",d c.rn#~/ ur/ d 4 ~~~~ 
K //AI//;/ .E,) 1 ~'-,....( ~·th'pvJ, ~, /I-t,l~ ~,&..;J i-#~ 
~.~ t,/,I'f" A;: 1-d.4~ ;I/'~/[£/; ~ //r7!J (~r---/V't/~ 
f?; C5Jj~~~).1 M w~ t.....-I ~ ~!fLaA/F"9f7;; .../ / / 

to ttlALMt. ~ tYl-tt' 7tvf '7vU. Su. 1",-4SI.J 'TtJ J __ Ilk P?6'. ~ 'rI"tJJ-£ ~ 
/ /{/'t'g~ Mh 7/;£,HnY ~ A ~ ~ • 41' ,~ ~Jd7 _ i-~.:zf. 
;t~. 7Z MJt'''f1~ /,,'n--. ~ ~/t..Ivz4r {f~Yz..-.d .L/ P'-T ~:s 
,h,'I-c!' 1, /2v,-..z; ", Mev ~ ~ //.t; . .ff; <Pt ~~ ff{~ . ../ ~ 
~'j/aJt£; 1- jtM-b t}(;I:$~/l1JI Uv./~ ;;rc",- ... ~ ~ 
r~;....d,"4;t ty/!r ~ A-J &.:~ /. J'Yv-, Z ~~~ 
r/~YkW ~E. k.o k....P1'<;J1 W'.:;~ ~ 44/z.,..f.z. ...; u} ~. ~ ~ 
~~ It ~ ~J ~f&J. ~ !>5:4;,h./ f?e,J w/T.' P -d', ?;;I"4' N 



V"1j1t4~·ff,A ~~/~~~ t7L~'ar/kP'-z· 

tp~ t/~tdPd, $,/ ~ J d,~~ ~~/r.f!f!f ~d!-J.~. 

J.,J-~ ~ I .• - d f.::. --' ~.-if' ? if.! if ",-.;tfG ~ ~ ~> ) I.r" 
, , ' '[I./? .J.:/ .. ' .. 0 ~ if 19 [;) 

~'eJ ~ "t ~. I- 1f. ,fli/x; % ~. 
if .t~+'.;' S/~.2,' 3f;.r /r £ 1/' 2.bX /3,,;- .. ,,,-,, ..{~ ~ k;/~.;/«4. 02... 

h·/ /fi't4h#r Id" d, /,If --.. 1t,..J.~ ~ ~ zte" ~ / vfvr,/VZ-..R... 

I~~Y~I tt--vL d./~ 4; L/J7A-1, a,t; 4/~. 



~//'i 

J'/. pl?1 r. 
Ju.'u '~- ~;;'t), ~b, 

/.J ~f/r, I~." 41ta1t~ nt ~#~~ / ~~-e) ftz ~ ~~ 
~ ~ .;t f/ M. ;z ~I,!t:; ~l0 ~ ~~~ 

A:t w-P7k vM ~ ~ ~ / 2 t:79'/ 7f9";....rh. ~~ 
ftrV~ ~~ -1;/; 4/~ ~7:.--...:...P"~~4//:r 
I ~~~ I /'C ~rw7 ~ fild-d~,~, 

'1' ~/} r; J' JLJ.// 0 ~ .>~I ) 1 --' ~J £51; .~ ~ }' ~,;:; tf I 
~.,Jf It~ ~,/~-,c(;f/of, /7; 2-61'b /~ 

4 ~ /2rJj~"~l. I * 1'7; f/2 tl .- 21;;-Y/7'-' //Y ~~. L.'44-/ IF; A.-o/4.)4/A-4, ~~ 
n;~ AJ-r;:,~S-(~. /t-J,~/ ~, ~(',r' 4/~,. ~~< ---










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































