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DAVIDIS H U M E I 

DE VITA SUA ACT 

L I ·B E R. 

Rduum eft: de femet ipfo prolixius quenquam loqui, ita ut 
abfit arrogantia, ideoque brevis ero; forta:ffis etiatn arro

gans videar, quòd commentarium de rebus ad me pertinentibus 
fcribendum fufceperim. At narratio mea nihil fere in fe habebit 
prreter meorum fcri ptorum hift:oriam, qui ppe qui omnem prope 

retatem in literis excolendis tranfegerim. Scripta mea, de plerif
que en· i volo, r 1 mi m eo plaufu accepta 
funt quo valdè gloriari poffem. 

Natus fum Edinburgi Scotorum vi. Calend. Maii, A. C. 
Mnccx I. generofis parentibus. Pater originem duxit ab ea fa- 17 1 1 

milia cujus princeps Comes Homeus five Humeus, et majores, a 

multis retro annis, ea ipfa prredia ruftica tenuerunt qure frater 
nunc tenet. Matrem habui filiam Davidis Falconeri, Equitis, qui 
Collegio litium civilium judicandarum pr::Efuerat, primus inter 
Scotire QEindecimviros. Avunculo meo Dominium de Halkerton 
jure h::Ereditario obvenit. 

Curo verò filius familias minor natu effem, oriundus patre 

non admodum nutnmato, portionem legitimam, ut moris ell: apud 
nos, perquam exilém fortitus fum. Deceffit pater, quem aiunt 
virum fui!fe cordatum, me adhuc puerulo, meque cum fratre 
primogenito et forare unica uxoris tutela! tradidit, matronce opti
mc meri tre, q n~, ·licet decora atque re t ate florens, tota fui t in 

alendis educandifque liberis. Inftitutionum juvenilium curfum, 

ìt adf0let, laudate fatis confeci. Me tantus ab ipfa ufque puerì-
1\ tia 
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tia literarum amor corripuit, ut is femper effet prrecipuus animi 
me i aflèél:us, CéEterarum eu piditatum 'domitor, et fans obleél:a
mentorum meorum omnium. Ea eram legendi aviditate, eà animi 
moderatione, ea diligentia, ut propinqui me a natura compara
turo ad munia jurifconfulti obeunda fibi perfuaderent. Atqui vo
luntas mea a ftudiis quibufcunque prreter philofophiam et variam 
eruditionem omninò abhorrebat ; et dum ii credebant me Voetio. 
Vinnioque, juris civilis doél:oribus, operam dediJfe, ego Ciceronis 
ac Virgilii fcripta mecum devorabam. 

Huic tamen vitre in ituto res familiaris mea quàm exigua mi
nimè fuflìciebat, et cùm ipfe, fraél:us aliquatenus fiudiis, parùm 
firma uterer valetudine, pelleél:us, vel, ut reél:ius loquar, coaélus 
fui, ut, vita umbratili egre.!fus, negotia cape:iferem. Res langui
dius fufcepta infelicem habuìt exitum. Nam anno Mnccxxx 1 v. 

I}lercatoribus nonnullis infi nioribus commendatus, Briftolium 
invifi, fed, paucorum menfium intervallo, didici mercaturam rem 
effe a meis moribus alieniffimam. ltaijue in Galliam tranfii, eo 
animo, ut rure agens ftudiis liberius vacarem; atque ibi ere vi ven
di rationes fufceptre, quibus confianter ac feliciter ufque adhuc 
ufus fum. Statui enim parcimoni~ fortunas emendare, et ut mei 
juris prorfus e:ffe1n, cavere, creteris rebus omnibus pofthabitis ac 

fpretis, prreter ingenii culturam *. 
In rece.!fu Gallico, primùm Rhemis, mox Flexia! in Andega

venfi provincia, opus de Natura Humana compofui. Triennio apud 
Gallos jucuniliffimè aélo, Londinum migravi MDCCXXXVI I. et· 
anno exeunte, librum meum edi i, et protenus in Scotiam mc 
contuli, vifurus fratrem, in re familiari augenda prudenter ac 
profpere occupatum, et matrem, qua! cum eo unà rure degebat. 

~ "Except the improvement of my talenti in literature." Refpicit auétor, et pie 

quidem, ad Evangelium D. Matth:ci, c. xxv. v ... 15. 16. 20. 2 t. ubi agitur de fervo 

ono hcri fui pr~ceptis obfequenti~ 
Erodi i t 



( 3 ) 

Prodiit Ii ber de Natura Humana infauftiffimis ominibus, qui ppe 

" E prelo exanimis cecidit *." 
rec ulla prodeunti adfuit celebritas, et ne 1ninima quide1n Zelo

tarum t obmurmuratio. Ea quanquam calamitate perculfus, mox 
tamen ad me redii, utpote quem natura hilari animo finxerat 
atque eredo, et dum rufiicabar, fiudiis impenfius incubui. 

Anno MDCCXL II. Edinburgi prioren1 partem Speciminunz :f: 
meorum excudendam curavi, cùmque opus arrideret, illicò veni 
in oblivionem repulfre literarire olim acceptre. Interea rure apud 
meos moratus, fermonis Grreci peritiam mihi para v·, ineunte retate 
inconfultiùs intermilfam. 

Anno MDCCXLV. Annandire Marchio me, literis mifiis, ad 
conviél:um fuum in Anglia vocavit 11. Intellexi porrò propinquos 
juvenis illius nobi · i a ere, e· 1 ui nec mente nec corpore 
fatis valebat, ine cufiodem fimu ac gubernatorem prreftarem. Per 
annum integrum cum eo VlXI. Merces, ob hujufinodi operam 
navatam, accepta incrementum attulit non modicuni rei mere an-

uftre. Proinde Jacobus de Sanél:o Claro militum dux me invita
vit ut ei effem ab epiftolis: prrefuit quidem ille copiis ad Cana
·diam fubigendam comparatis, qure tamen, mutato demùm con
filio, non nifi in Gallire oras maritimas incurfionem fecerunt. 

Proximo anno MDCCXL v I I. idem dux, cum legatus mittere
tur Terefire Aufi:riacre et Sardinire Regi, hortatus efi, ut ad fe et ad 
o.fficia rediens, eum in itinere cotnitarer. Parui libenter, paluda-

" l t fell de ad-horn from the prcft. ' 
t Su n t in An glia plurimre hominum religioforum familix, neque fatis conftat qu · .. 

am fuerint Zelotte ijli, quorum odia venabatur vir Cl. 
+ E.f!ays, a Petr. Dan. Huetio Specimitza appellantur; reétius forfitan Experimenta. 
11 Confians fama eft juvenem illum infelicem hiftoriam rerum a fe geftarum, quce 

amen nullre fuerunt, (ft!emorias Galli vocant), contexuiife, confiliis Humei nofiri, fi 
iis P.lacet, in opere exP,oliendo ufurum~ 

entum 
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menttun indui, et aèljutoris cajlretifis * ementito nomine, in aulas 
regias introduétus veni coratn principibus, unà curo Henrico Er
ikineo, Equite, et Jacobo' Granto, Centurione, qui nunc legionem 
duci t t. Biennium hoc, quod nunquam aliàs mihi accidit, de li
teris demptun1 eft: id tamen fuaviter traduxi inter homines ele
gantiores verfatus. Cùm frugi effem ac parcus, prremium pro 
muneribus gefl:is acceptum n1e eò ufque ditaverat, ut, fubridenti
bus licet amicis plerifque, me pecuniofum effe prredicarem, ac 
meo deinceps more viéturum; ut verbo dicam, divitiarum n1ea
ru1n fumma ferè ad 1nille libras redibat. 

Equidem femper in animum induxeratn libro de Natura Huma

na malè ceffiffe, quòd, ut creberrimè fit, immaturiùs ac impru
dentiùs· me in fcriptorum numerum referri voluiffem, quòdque 
modo et forma potius quàtn re ipsa erraffem: proinde priorem 
partem ifl:ius operis ad incudem revocavi, et ut Difqujjitio de hz

telleélu Humano audiret, volui. rodiit hrec opella me adhuc pe
regrè agente et Augufl:re Taurinorum con1morante. Sed non mul
to rnelius cum ea aétum quàm cum libro de Natura Humana. Ab 
Italia reverfus con1peri, acerbo meo dolore, omnem Angliam fer

'vere controverfiis de Difquifitione Libera Middletoni + ortis. Jace
bat interea tneum o pus, negleCl:um planè ac prretermilfum; ne

que multo melius fucceffit editioni alteri Speciminztm five Sermonum 
de A'Ioribus et de Politia tunc temporis Londini vulgatre. 

Mira certè vis indolis, qure continuò effecit, ur, fpe licet toties 
frufl:ratus, vix n1inin1a1n molefiiam fentirem. Anno MDCCXL r x. 
Scotiam petii, et biennium egi cum fratre in prxdio fuo, matre 
jam e vivis abrepta. lbi alteram partern Speciminum meorum con-
tcxui, Sermonum Politicorum Il titulo infignitam, addita etiam de 

;;, Aid de camp. t filajor Ge;ural. 

t " A Free Inqui.ry into the l\firaculcus Powers," &c. Auél:or, Coniers Middle .. 
tonus, SacrofanEltt Theologùe Prif4Jòr. 

g u Politica! Difcourfes." 

Principiis 
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rincipiis Etbicorum Difquifitione *. Q!:!a! portio quoque eft operis 
illius quod refcceram. Inter hcec ab Andrea l\1illaro bibliopola, cu
jus minifteriis utebar, certior faél:us fui, fcripta n1ea omnia, prx
ter infelicem ilhun traàaturn t, jam effe in ore hominum, exern
plaria, auélo fenfim numero, diftrahi, et iterandas editiones flagi
tari. Tunc demùm cujufcunque ordinis facerdotes argumentis 
meis occurrere, et a viris reverendis pariter atque admodùnz reve
rendis, quotannis, neque femel tantùm, rejpo1![a pubficari · cunl
que D. \Varburtonus convitiis me inceiferet, intellexi probe, Ii
bros meos, apud cretus elegantiores, grati a ali qua valere. Ego 
tamen mecum fl:atueram, et femper in propofito fufceptoque con
filio permanfi," nulli hominum unquam reponere," cumque irafc· 
celerior non effem, me facilè a turbis iftis 1iterariis itnmune1n fer
vavi. Hifce indiciis crefcentis mih. fam~ me confolabar; is enim 
m·h· a imus e a , , fc eliorem in a -

tem cunéta interpretarer, quo fi quis pra!ditus fuerit ingenio 
vivet reél:ius utique ac felicius quàm fi il1i veétigal annuum, quod 
decem mille librarum exrequaret, hereditatc obveniifet. 

Anno MDCCLI. e rure in urbe migravi, in fcenam fcilice . 
-viro e udito apt" ffimatn. 

Anno MDCCLII. publici juris faél:i funt Edinburgi, ubi dege
bam, Sermones rnei Politici, unicum de fcriptis meis quod a primo 
probè ecceptum ; placuit enim domi forifque. Eodem etiam anno, 
prodiit Londini de Principiis Ethicorz11n Difqujjitio, qu~, meo q i
damjudicio, (quod tamen de fcriptis n1eis nullum eft), omnia mea 
tam ad Hiftoriam quam ad Philofophiam et rem literariam fpec
tantia, longiffime antecellit. Prodiit opus nulla prorfus obfer-

"" vanua. 

·· '' Inquiry concerning the Principles of ~Iorals." 
t De libro fuo natu maximo agit vir Cl. cujus funeri, tanta doloris acerbitate, to 

tìes parentavit, ut in eo Naturam Philofophitt viélricem, paene dixeris. Aliàs tamcn, 
quod notatu dignum, paulo fafi:idiofius ait, " opus illud in ipfa juventa cxaratum, e · 
'' ab auélorc nunquam agnitum/' Ad Specim. Prtffat. 

B Anno 
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Anno M n ceLI r. Collegin1n J urifperitorutn, quod Edinburgi 

eft, n1e bibliothec~ fu~ prxfeétutn defignavit. Munus id, quan

quam minime quxfl:uofum, amplà tamen librorutn copia liti frui 
permiGt. Tum primùm initum de Hifl:oria Anglire contexenda 

confiliun1: fed abfl:errebat operis im1nanis magnitudo, cùm res 

gefix per annos tnille et feptingentos, idque ferie continua, cnar· 
rand::e efTent. Itaque orfus futn ab illis temporibus, quibus Do
mus Stuartiadum i m perii a pud Anglos patita efi:, un de prrecipuè, 

ut n1ihi videbatur, hifl:orici, vel odio vel amore partium, veri

t.atem obumbrare creperant. Non diffiteor equidem me de libri 

mei fortunis tnagnifi.centius auguratum ; putaban1 enim me folum 
eum effe Hifl:oricurn, qui neque auétoritati principum virorum 

conciliandx, neque rebus propriis promovendis ftuderem, et 
qui inveteratas hominum fententias, qureque ex infcitia rerutn 
oriuntur, oblatrantes populi voces omnino nihili facerem. Et cùm 

cfTet operis argumentum leétoris cujufcunque ingenio accom

modatum, favorem iis meritis refponfurum préEfl:olabar. Verum 

tne 1ne~ fpes mifere fefellerunt. ~ippe in me excitata efl una 

vox reprehendentiutn et calumniantium, nec deerant qui etian1 

aborninarcntur. Jarn Angli, infuper Scoti et !-!iberni etiam, jam 
magnarum ac diverfarun1 faél:ionum homines ~~, et qui templa, 

n1ore patrio, frequentabant, et qui conventicula, religiofi ut et 

de facris liberius fentientes, viri populares fimul atque purpurati, 

omnes denique, exacerbatis animis, in1petus fecerunt in illum 

devotum hotnuncionem, qui ea ·fuit audacia, ut cafus Staffordia! 

• re H'hig and T'ory." VocabuLl hrec, modò ignominiofa, modò in honore habita, 

Latinè reddi Yix pofiùnt. Efi: qui, faélionum Cìrcenfium memor, homines hujufinodi 

Prf'.jì,z9s appellarct et Vcnctos; id tamcn, in re feria, ludicrum nimis: efi: qui Mode

r,7tos et J~igidos; fed mal(.; nam ex hiftoriis confiat, 111odcratos nonnunquam bac· 

chari, Rigidos \'ero mollefcere. ~lOd fi ad Groecos fontes recurreres, qui plenius 

canaliculis Romanis fcaturiunt, proprie fatis dixeris Philodemos et Philotyrannos, at 

Jonge divers~t notione C)11~ m apud Anglos favourcrs of t .be lllob efferuntur, etfavr;ur

,us q( a tyrant. 



Con1it1s, et Carolì, Britannornm Regis, honefris lacryrnis pro1.è
queretur. At, qnod vche1nentius angebat, infcìnia illa paulatixn 
defervefcente, ipfe libcr oblivioni confignandus videbatur; natn, 
monitns a bibliopola, c1idici exemp1aria non ultra quadraginta 
et quinque * per annum integrum fuiifc difl:raél:a. Et revera in
tellexi vix unum effe aut aitcrurn, per infulas Britannicas, vi
rum ordine vel eruditione confpicuurn, qui lljjloriam mearn fer
ret t. Excipiam modo, quod quidem non vulgare, Thomam 
Herringum Anglire Primatem, et Georgiun1 Stoneun1 ejufdem dig ... 
nitatis apud Hibcrnos, antiflites exin1ios ; quorum uterque 1nihi 
in mandatis dedit ut bono animo effe1n. 

Sed, ut veru1n fatear, fui aliquanturn anitno fraél:o et demiifo, 
et nifi quòd bellum Galles intcr et Britannos mox exarfurum vi 
deretur, pa ri~ baud du ie :lì em 1m valedixiifem, et me, tratif-
nominatuln , in fc ·o r em o {( Gallice re
cepiifem. Verum clun bis con.Gliis non amplius eifet locus, et al
terutn volumen n1eun1 ad umbilicum procederet, animos refi -
mere il:atui et fcribendo perdurare. 

Dum h~c gerebantur, e1nifi, Londini, Hffioriam Religionis Na 
u ·alem +, additis quibufdam aliis opufculis. Prodiit liber in 

Numerus is apud Anglos fatalis. De eo tamen bibliopolam cogitafl"e, vix efr ut 
credere m. 

t Ego, qui iis temporibus interfueram, harum tragrediarum non memini; at rem 
ita gefiam audi vi: Gavinus Hamiltonus, bibliopola Edinburgenfis, vir bonus fi quis 
alius, voluminis ifiius omnia exemplaria ab auél:ore coemerat, pretio 400 librarum 
Anglicanarum numerato, fuo commodo :fibi pollicitus fe fingulatim venditurum. Lon· 
dinum it, merces venales proponit ; feù aliter vifum bibliopolis Londinenfibns, qui
bus extrudere non potuit. ~id faceret Hamiltonus, xger animi, et fine ulla expec
tatione rerum meliorum? Uni alìcui ex numero bibliopolarum, quos Sapientes War .. 
burtonus vocat, cxemplaria per averjionem, ut jureconfulti loquuntur, vendidit, 
q ibus tan em cocmptis, nomen operi v nit, fm.ts auétod honos adùitus, et amplia
tnm altcrius voluminis prctium. 

t ]). atural Hijlory of Religi'Jn. 

publicu 
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publicum nullà ferè celebritate, nifi quod ei Ricardus H urdus 

libellum oppofuit, ea petulantia illiberali, eo faflt~, et ea denique 
fcurrilitate, qu~ jèho!te Warburtonimtte genuina òl~. Libellus i fie 
mihi aliquid allevamenti attulit, cùm aliàs opus meum non ad-

modùm placeret. 
Anno MDCC L vr. biennio ex~éìo po!l: infauftum voluminis 

prioris occafum, prodiit alterum a mortuo Carola Primo ufque 
ad res per Guliehnum Naifovium mutatas. Illud, forte fortuna, 
Philodemis, quos dicunt, minus difplicuit, ideoque benignius ac

ceptum. Emedìt enim, et fecum una fratrem fuum infelicem e 

profundo extulit. 
At ego, quamvis ufu didiceram Philodemos folos valere, et effe 

qui, tam in re publica, q uàm literaria, omnia poffiderent, con

ferrent, largirentur; nolui tamen, ne tantillum quidem, huju{:. 
modi hominum infulfo clamori cedere. Hinc faél:um efi, ut cum 

opus retraél:arem, et, vel libris accuratius pervolutandis, vel ex
quifitiore ftudio et meditatione melius edoétus, plurima in Stuar
tiadum Hijloria emendanda deprehenderem, ea omnia, ad centefi-
num ufque numerum, ex fententia P hilotyrannorzun correxerim. 

Ante illa tempora, extitiife unqua.m apud Anglos civitatem libe

ram, et legibus bene conftitutam, id fane diél:u ridiculum eft. 

Anno MDCC L I x. exiit Tudoru1n Hijloria. Protinus idem ferè 

'* Falfus eft vir eximius; ego rem totam paucis dabo. Warburtonus Hiftoriam 

Religionis Natura/cm, opus non magnre molis, perlegerat, expeélans, ut ipfe jocatus 

eft, 'T'errtemotuum Hifioria:m moralem brevi prodituram, cùmque nefcio quì, in ilio opel·e 

fibi vifus fuiffet nonnulla deprehendiffe homini religenti, ne dicam Chrifriano, pa· 

rum convenientia, ftatim, ut erat animi pneceps, animadvediones quafdam extempo

rales ad oram codicis fui annotaverat. Eas, ne interirent, exfcripfit Hurdus, nunc 

magno Ecclefire Anglicana: commodo pr~ful Vigornienfis, et nomen diffimulans, 

pr~lo commifit. Q2òque res lateret melius, titulum Epijlol4! ad !Varburtonum fu 0 _. 

r.. • • •{Ì d • '"IT b • pp nuuum prrem1 H, et pauca qux am m •Y ai urtom laudes addidit. Id nefcivir Hu-
meus; fi fciviifet, glorire fu~ omninò appofituruc::. 

excitus 
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... citus c a1nor, qui volun1ini primo oblatra vera t, prércipuè qnoa 
rcs ab Elifabetha Regina gefi:as. Ver-lun enimvero me infnlfit,l 

publica, callo mihi den1.u1n obduao, non amp1ius 1noveba.t. Ip
fe interim, tranquillo et requo animo vitam agens, Edinbuq~i de
litefcebam, et unice curans, ut manus extrerna accederet Hiflorite 
rerum in Anglia per vetufliora tempora ge)larum, quam, duobus iti
dem volutninibus explicatam, anno 1\IDCCLXI, publici juris feci. 
Inde aliqua, quamquam fatis parca·, famre 1nere acceffio faél:a efi:. 

Et:lì fcripta mea, variis hifce ternpeflatibus obnoxia, ventos in

terdum idoneos, mox adverfos, experta fuerint; curfun1. tamet 
fuum tenere non defi:iterunt. Nam pretium mihi a redetnptori
bus librariis numeratum * ante hcec tempora inauditun1, ut jan1 · 

non modo mei omnino juris eifem, fed opibus large a:ffiuerem. 
In Scotiam meam me recepì, eo animo ut nunquam inde dimo-

e er. eo mi h i uni ce p l ace atn, n emine m e o ti ati-

bus, aut fupplicaturus aut amicitire colen re caufa, falutaviffem; 
cùmque annos quinquaginta haberem, confi:ituebam n1e eo pro
tenus vivendi genere ufurum quod Philofophum maxi1nc deceret. 

Verum, anno MDCCLXI I I, Hertfordienfis Con1es, ad Gallia! 

Regem orator de 1gnatus, ne minimum quidem mihi notus, me 
ut fui gregis effetn, humaniter hortatus efi:; addità etiam fpe 

non mediocri me ipfo fcribre munere in legatione obeunda brev1 
frui urum, fufceptis interea tnuneris iftius officiis. Conditiones 
oòlatas, licet arriderent, primo rejeci; abhorreb tn enim ani m o 
a nova aliqua eu Magnis confùetudine; inerat porro fufpicio, 
ne aulre Gall~cre urbanitas et féfi:ivre vi vendi rationes ingenio meo 

atque retati.minus con~enirent; a t, cùm inftaret vir ampliffimus 
ei morem geffi. :j' quidem, fi ve l obleaamenta fpectes vel lu-

crum, ego, multis nominibus, de me pra!clare aétum puto, quod 

~ " Copy-moncy." q. d. pecunia ad acquirendum librorum m nu fcriptorum do

minium perfoluta 
c . officia . 

I 7 6 l+ 
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officia pritnùtn IIertfordienfi Camiti, deinde fratri ejus, Henrico 

Conwayo, duél:ori militum, me commendat~m dederint. 
~o ritu Parifiis ab omnibus ex on1ni ordine et fexu fueritn 

exceptus, id h'lnè netno facile conjeétura aifequi poterir, nifi qui 

virn portentofc.'lm confuetudinis morumque ~·:: exploratam et prob 

cognitam habuerit. ~o ma:gis ab ifta comitate fuaviffima me 
fubtraherem, infiare illa magis et ingravefcere. Et revera jucun

diffinlc vivitur Parifiis, neque enim alibi ufquam locorum tot vi

ros tan1 fubaéti judicii deprehendas, tantre eruditionis fimnl at

que urbanitatis. Idque in cau('-1. aliquando erat, ut federo ibi 
rerum ~tque fortunarum mearun1 ponere defl:inaren1. 

Scri~x ti tulo ad legationem adminifi:randam cohonefiatus futn; 

cumque fub a!fiate anni 1\IDGcLxv, Hertforaienfis Gomes, Vica
rius regis in Hiberniam profìcifceretur, me Parifi1s pofi fe reliquit, . 

rebus gerendis invigilaturum t, donec Richmondire Dux, orator
fuffeétus, adveniifet. Advenit porro is vergente anno; ego vero, 
anno MDCCLXVI ineunte, Parifiis valedixi, et ~fl:ate fubfequente 

Eainburgum n1e contuli, non alia, quàm olim, animo, ut me 
:lcilicet in receifn meo, Philofophi ad ritum, conderem. Eo redii 

non quidem forte opulentior, fed· ex a:micitia Hertfordienfìs Go

lnitis :t, majore vi pecuni~, et auEto red' u beatior. Jam experiAi 

ftatui quid poffent ufur~ legitin'l~ in rebus fuper caneis augen
dis, ficut antea expertus fueratn in re modica. 

Atq ui, an no M D c c L x v I I , · Hei 1 icus Con wayus me evoca vi t, 

ut comi cm tne fib1 ab Epifl:olis Regiis, fecundo ·loco, adjungeFGm, 

et ea fane erat hominis exilliinatio, ea! utique curo Hertfo dienfi 
Comite neceffitudines mere, ut vocatus ultro adfuer1m. 

* " The firange effeéì:s of modes." ~od quidem Latinè reddi vix potefr.. 

i· Chargè des ajfaires. 

+ Reél:ius, '' ex beneficentia. Georgii.III. Britannorum Regis." Nam Humeum 

noftrum ab Hertfordicnfi Comite mercedem annuam acceptam rètuliife non me

n1ini. 

Anno 
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Anno den1u1n VIDCCL~I x, Edinburgum r.edii, locuples planè 
et pecuniofus, quippe reclitus annui ad fuxn1nam mille librarutn 

excurrebant, et cum profpera valetudit e uterer, ~tate qua quam 

proveél:ior, fpes erat n1e longo otio et au.gefèente indics fcripto

,:rum meo um glorià fruitur m. 

Vere M ncc.Lx v · nteflina fubito doluerunt. Morbus i!l:e pri

tno Ievis v·debatur, u· fonticus poflea evafit, et, meo quiden1 

judicio, exitialis futurus. Jatn mortetn., atura! d. ifolutionetu, 

opperior. Le\'.ia qnidem a J:norbo pcrpeffì .. s ium, et, quod ma

gis n1ireris, c0rpore licet at~en:uato et deb·u, tarnen ne minimum 
q t iden1 alacri effe et keto anirno defiiti, ideo q ue fi iu vi tre culTi

culo rt rfus verfari liceret, ferè efi ut opiner hoc fpatiun1 inter 

regritu ines conf-eétum n1e prre cceteris runplcxu.rutn. Idetn enin1. 

qui unguam fui t 1 :gendi .et med.itandi .ardo1: cailem in far 1i

liari ce J m 

hotnini quintum et e agefim1.: m a num agenti non nifi 11aucos 

annos, eofque graves et ingratos, prrecidere; et R11a1n~is indi

eia pluri1na exfiarent, fare ut fama roea literis parta, auélo tan

dem ·fplen{ ore, enitefceret, bene ta1nen novi eà. me non ul~ra 

erpauco an s a. rum- ri'x efl: t .. euwn inwenias :vivendi 

cura atq e fludio expeditior m. 
Refiat denique, u , n1.ore hifrorico, n1ei Elogium adjicia1n. Sum, 

vel, ut aptius dicam, fui, (nam ea ratione fermo componendus 

efi, cùm de me, quafi jamdudum mortuo, Ioquuturus :fitn, eam
que ob caufan1. quod fentiam liberius eloquar), .fui itaque mitis 
ingenii et mihi Ìlnperio{l.ts, animo aperto, fei1ivo, comi; qui 
atnicurn me facilè prref\:arem, inimicum vix unquam : inerat quo

que fingularis quredarn affeétuum omnium moderatio. Ea ipfa 

aviditas fan1re, ex ièriptis editis, qurerendre, qu<C 1ne tott m oc
cupavit, nunquarn o1nnino effecit, ut, rebus literariis toties itn

profpere gefris, cxacerbato efTem anin1o. Confuetudo tnea fiudio
f]s :fin1u et erud1tis 1 on difplicuit, neque adolefcentibus incau-

tis 

I j 6 9• 
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tis etiam itnprovidifi1ue ingrata. Et cùtn probarum freminarum· 

confortione magnoperè deleél:arer, non eft cur q~erar . me ab illis 
male fuiife acceptum. U t verbo dica In, plerique hominum ali
quo numero excellentes Calumniatn conquefl:i fu n t, et meritò; 
ego verò dente illius venenato non tantum non lrefus fui, fed ne 

quidem impetitus; et quamvis me furori faél:ionum civilium reque 

ac facrarum ultrò obtuleram, tamen ifl:re ipfre faétiones, mei cau
fa, rabiem fuam confuetam depofuiffe videbantur, neque unquam 

amicis meis occafio oblata eft, ut reftimationem meam, vel in re 

minima, tuerentur. Haud fanè diffimulandum Zelotas id unice 
voluiffe, ut in me crimina fingerent, et, fparfis rumoribus, diffe

minarent ; at nihil unquam deprehendere potuerunt quod, vel iis 

ipfis. judicibus fimi1itudinem veri prre fe tuliifet. Fateor equi
dem me paulò arrogantius egiife, habita ad h une modum· oratione 
mea funebri, quanquam, iiti fpero, non ineptè, nam de rebus 
agitur qure nullo negotio indagari atque definiri poffint *." 

6 Xl·v. Kal. Maii. MDCCLXXVl. 
' 7 • 

.., Languere videtur moribundi Humei peroratio. At non eifet interpretis :fideHs 

id vel celare vel corrigere. Obiit viii. Kal. Septembris, dian·hrea extinél:us. Vid. Ada

mi Smithi~ LL D. ad Gulielmum Strahanum Armigerum1 Ep.fjlola, p .. 46o_ 



S ripturus, STRAHANE, tibi, mi dulcis amice, 
Lretor et indoleo, calamo mandare fideli ~" 4 ~ , fii.t 

:Dum ftudeo voces et ge~oviffima, nobis 
!Dileai multùm, multùmque merentis, H u M E r. 
: ~anquam vifceribus dudum perfpex('rat zger 

'Virus ali, nec ~~,.)i~ptrfilfl"tv;re, 
Ceffit amicorum pre01bus, fierique periclum 
Maluit admonitus, P.oterint num longa viarum 
Aut lenire malum, aut progreffus fiRere morbi. 

Commentariolum de vita condiclit afta 
Ipfe fua, patrià mox difcdfurus ab urbe, 
Idque tuz fidei, ~ genus omne fchedarum, _,t-;...6• 1 -=" 
C .fi • h' .h. i . d )l( omm1 t t; am ue 1c rerum rn1 1 na c1tur or q. 

Eft iter ingreffus quando pluvialis Aprilia 
Graminaque et flores Maio tradebat alendos ; 
Illà Londoniis ego tempefiate morabar, 

Sed, defi~erio focii ~~' abivi, 
Conduébs rapiendus equis atque axe citato, 
Protenus in Scotiam; mecum Comes adfuit unà C.! r-u&.f' 

Aptus amicitire offi.ciis, animique benigni, 
~ ~adem .._quoque ~ufa vire ;_fi~bvius ipfe ~.X 
Morpethi, ~obis ~' HuMEus. 
lnde Comes, repetens veftigia, fidus amico 

Perque locos omnes et diverforia femper 
Hzrebat lateri, et curas fermane levabat. 

: , .. ...,. 

Atquc utinam7 pars ipfe chori, ~ fuiffem~! ./~t_ 
Se d 

"' .. tJl,fi;....n-. ~~ ,..J..;~ho. fo Jll ./,C. .t-_ .r7rd41 

~" Ct.. t·/,. v L.'ZL• / 4- rrr~; 74--lk .1/.WL~ / ( 1 ~Ar~~J _;- ,.. ,. 



( : J 
Sed me religio, nulli ceffura; coegit 

r
-:.,

1 
tL Inftàurare viam, patriofque revifere finell4 

vo,'J -./n. ts-'J'"'&. Namque ego de reditu nuper promii'a parenti 

/ '-

Longrevre dederam fcriptis fanctta, neque illa 

Stare ad Fifrei ceifabat littoris oras 

Opperiens gnatum maternis anxia curis. 
Mutato ceffit morbi violentia cedo, 

Membraque, continuis exercita curfibus, autba 

Sumere paulatim vires ; bine fanior ~ 
Vifus Londoniis Habitus, quàm nuper Edime. 
Conveniunt medici, Baias * vox omnibus una 

Effe f~lutares, Baias migravit HuMEus, 

. Potaturus aquas, queis commendaverat olim 
lpfa fuum imperium domitrix HvG{F.IA malorum ! 

Principio, rerum facies iVf~~~a liquori 
Baiano famam dedit, ut jam credulus omen 

.Jpfe videretur Reducis c~pilfe Salutis. 
Mox tamen indomiti exarfit vis priftina morbi, 

Nota nimis ; retrò tunc 6mnia vifa referri, 
~refitreque artes nocuere, et fparfa medentùm 

Agmina fugerunt, nec profuit hauftus aquarum. 

"'f.~~-~ \(i~Rèit. c~~ ~t, 
~~~~s. 

lnde lares repetit patrios, attritus, et regro 
Corpore debilior multùm, fed et integra manfit 
Mens hilaris,morumque animus memorufque priorum. 

Srepe retraélabat prius edita fcripta, fevet) 
Jud~qme curai poterant meruiife fecundas, 

Srepe leves Sapìentem obleélavere libelli. 

* Therm~, apud Anglos, prtecipui nomini!, in pro

t:~inda Soillafttte'!Ji: ibi natie medicortmt. 
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Nunc et, amicorum vario fermane, moleftre 
Tredia fallebat vitre, nunc vefpere fero 
Ludebat, quod quondam illi .florentibus annis 
Deliti~, nunc grande mali folamen, Huiflum *· 
~in vu1tus hilares, · e:t fermo comis, et idem 

Servatus vitre tenor ac prius effe folebat, 
Fecerunt, quanquam mortis manifefta propinqua 
I ndicia extarent, ut multi credere fignii 
Noluerint vifis, do8:ufque Mach.a?nis artes 
Talibus aggrdfus fuerit ~, amicum. 
" Ed1fl()n4flonèum vifurus rure Tribunum 
c• Omnia faufta feram, rabiem mitefcere morbi, 
" Teque tuis reddi." Contra refpondit Hv Etra, 

" Non ego te, Dund~~ levem fiétive tenacem 
cc Credebam, tu vera meo fer di8:a fodali. 
" Morte cita morior leni~ nec 1ft reor, odit ,-< _~,) 

/'> 
" .Si quis me, citi'U.f moriturum, ~ quis amicus ....... 
" Leniw optaret." Modico poft tem~ore venit 
Ed11t()ndfionÌui, fortem mifcratus acerbam, 
Di8:urufque vale, &c. 

Tunc ego, " te fra8:is, cariffime, viribus regrum 
" Et video et vidiffe dolet,ji!!!5.uc undique ffrevre h .r.- -5 
" Apparent morbi facies, inimicaque nobis 
"' Omina ; fed voces hilares, lretumque remifsa 

'Il< .tingi. Whift. 
Notui et Hefperiù, notw qucque ltiftu EoÌI, 

!<_,ui quid .fit pulchrum, fs·ç. 
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cc Fronte fupercilium, & vitalis fpiritus aur~ 
" Acer adhuc, fuadent aliquid fperare fecundiP ' 

A t fapiens, "Pol me moribundum, Adame, vocares 

" Nomina fi rebus dare conveniehtia J!1!!is : 
" Altera jam morbo implicitum me detinet reftàs, 

,./;!t Ille quidem, vegeti uamvis nunc cor oris dfem, 
" Difficilis, fenium gravat, haud fanabilis ullà 
" Arte, Diarrhream medìci dixere Pelafgi. 
" Membrorum ~e_m horre prredantur euntes, 
" Senfi equidern, et fedes inter vitalia fixit 
'' Dira valetudo, nec te fpes la8:et inanis, 
" Adftat fumma dies"-:-" efto ut fis verus harufpex, 
" QE_o lreteris habes ; fociis felicia cedunt 
" Omnia, dives opum nec ab una parte beata 

" Stat fraterna domus." 
His ego vicinum morti folabar amicum. 

" Jamdudum, hrec animo recolens,'1 refpondit 

HuMEus, 
" Perfufum multa fenfi dulcedine pe8:us, 
" Atque ubi Luciani nuper legiffe Cataplum 
" Contigit, hrerebam arnbiguus, qure caufa morarum i( •• ,,, 

u Danda feni ~ico, fata1em afcendere cymbam 
" Cum jubet, et Stygias fecum tranare paludes ; 
" Non mihi conveniunt caufre qure pluribus umbris. 
" Nec dotanda domi eft, viridi jam nubilis revo, 
" Nata, nec inftaurandre redes, nullique fuperfunt, 

l! ;) '' Me quibus ulcifci ve1lem implaQa~ilis, hoftes " 
~l er.n ~~ .... l ' ' .. ,_ -



\./'H(;-L?--;U' ._ ~- ~~ 2 
a~ 
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~ /.UU..C--Y~-n-V; rra-.11 ~~~ --14'/?U--(',rC.-~ " 

~.e- -'U!~ -.n ?l?~vnU.:./ 
:Jau:;?/ J?c~.L-GJ 

. ?tf;u-/1~~1\ . 
?'I~H- /;u~.O:Cc.../~ -~c'L.~' /17$0' 

SCripfurus, STRAHANE, tibi, mì dulcis ami~e, 
Lretor et indoleo, j-Mamo mandare fìdeli / f,.{L<r/di 

Dum ftudeo voces et gefta ooviffima, nobis 
Diletti multùm, multùmque merentis, HUMEr~ 
~anquam vifceribus dudum perfpexerat reger 

Virus ali, nec fpem vitre fupereffe futurre, 
Ceffit amicorum precibus, fìerique peridum 
Maluit admonitus(~ num longa viarum //1."7./~""/
Aut lenire malum, aut progreffus fiRere morbi. 

Commentariolum de vita condidit a{/a 
Ipfe jUtl, patria mox difj:effurus ab urbe, 

Idque ture ~ei, fimullf genus omne fchedarum~ .; 1 a/· 
Commifit; JftoHUfYe ~ì~ r~PNIB miài- nafet~t%P ardo. 

Eft iter ingreffus quando pluvialis Aprili& 
Graminaque et .flores Maio tradebat alendos ; 
I1là Londoniis ego tempeftate morabar, 
S(d, defiderio focii perculfus, abivi, 
Conduétis rapiendus equis atque axe citato, 
Protenus in Scotiam ; mecum Come~ unà l .a fr~#Jut
Aptus amicitire officiis, animique benigni, 

~c e11de~ caufa vire; fìt et..obvius ipfe 0~~/,.tv A 1~,~-h. 
~"Morpethi, nobis ~s, HuMEu~. ,/irrài 

I d C ft . . fìd . ;;,.<". ("_x':h~4-~ < n e omes, repetens ve tgta, us anuco -7- ; 

Perque locos omnes et diverforia femper 
Hrerebat lateri, et curas fermone levabat. 
Atque utinam, pars ipfe chori,..,MaRviua fuiifcm ! / ./~~ .... ;..~.:; 

/ . ·r 'l Sed ~ J ('rt.-h"l L;. • ../<- h•;A/;.a~ ftd./~u ~~s- ~~<T. 
l 
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( : J 
Sed me religio, nulli ceff'ura, coegit 

'L~>".f'Lv,. ,7~..&aurao& viam, patriofque revifere linea. 
Namque ego de reditu nuper promiffa parenti 
Longrev;e dederam fcriptis fanctta, neque illa 

Stare ad Fifrei ceifabat littoris oras 
Opperiens gnatum maternis anxia curis. 

ji 

l ,r 
J 

Mutato ceffit morbi -violentia crelo, 
Membraque, continuis exercita curfibus, auéba 

Sumere paulatim vires ; hinc fanio#--
Vifus Londoniis Habitus, quàm nuper Edinz._ 
Conveniunt medici, Baias,. vox omnibus una 

Effe falutares, Baias migravit HuMEUS, 

Potaturus aqua.r, queis commendaverat olim 
Ipfa fuum imperium domitrix H YG/ EIA malorum f 

Principio, rerum facies jucunda liquori 
Baiano famam dedit, ut jam cr.edulus omen 

Ipfe videretur Reducis cfpi!fe Salutis. 
Mox tamen indomiti exarfit vis prifrina morbi, 

Nota nimis ; retrò tunc omnia vifa referri, 
~refitreque artes nocuere, et fparfa medentum 

A&min~ fug.erunt: nec prof~it hauftus ~qu:zram. 
':f~fpe5 ••1;VC!AQI-t, 

Etfe du-é.tnrmn-~· 
lnde la~es repetit patrios, attritus, et regro 

Corpore debilior multùm, fed et integra manfit 
Mens hilaris, morumque animus memorufque prioruiT 

Srepe retraéìabat prius edita fcripta, fevetf 
Ju4'e qua:: curalO poterant meruiife fecundas, 

Srepe leves Sapientem obleétavere libelli. 

~ Thermte, apud Anglo.r, pr~cipui nomini!, in pro 

·ir.da Som(rjétte'!Ji: ibi natio medicorum. 

l -fi"-'" ,,..{L """''fl"- N• 
, :f/J~ / ftc.t IJil·U~h!Jt" l d7Jt.f'; _,!o jz..e. /":/;.1 c2.. /JU ~/L·/-
t~"A L ~L/ U h l.;- //il;_., , ._ t, ('_f'J J 

~ t 
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Nunc et, amicorum vario fermane, moleftre 
Tredia fallebat vitre, nunc vefpere fero 
Ludebat, quod quondam illi florentibus annis 
Delitire, nunc grande mali folamen, Huiflum *. 
~in vultus hilares, et fermo comis, et idem 

Scrvatus vitre tenor ac prius effe folebat, 
Fecerunt, quanquam martis manifefta propinqu~ 
Jndicia extarent, ut multi credere .fignis 
Noluerint vifis, doétufque Machaonis artes 

" Talibus aggreffus fuerit Dund!tfo1 amicum. 
" Edmondfionèum vifurus rure Tribunum 
" Omnia faufta feram, rabiem mitefcere morbi, 

~-

" Teque tuis reddi.'' Contra refpondit Hvltn:va , 
" .,t.-" Non ego te, Dundilft, levem fiétive tenacem 

" Credebam, tu vera meo fer diéta fodali. 

" Morte cita inorior leniif_e, nec, reor, odit /'\ .1~J 
'' Si quis me, citiuf"moriturum,1~ quis amicus j .f/ 
" Lenitu optaret." Modico pofi: tempore venit 
Edmondjlontu1, fortem miferatus acerbam, 
Diéturufque vale, &c. 

Tunc ego, " te fraétis, cariffime, viribus regrum 
" Et video et vidilfe dolet, Jamque undique f/tvre / A 9-
" Apparent morbi facies, mimicaque nobis 
" Omina; fed voces hilares, lretumque remifsa 

* .Angl. Whift. 
Notw et Hefperiù, notw quoque luju1 Eoi.t, 
~ui quidjit pukhrum, 0 'c. 

" Fronte 
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'' Fronte fupercilium, & vitalis fpiritus aurz 
cc Acer adhuc, fuadent aliquid fperare fecundi." 

At fapiens, "Pol me moribundum, ~dame, vocarea 

cc Nomina fi rebus dare convenientia ·~ 
" Altera jam morbo implicitum me detinet zftas, 

. • " Ille quidem, veger'<}8aawis tee corporis effem, 

/ 'jb11~J-bdffi }''-"--' " Difficilis, fenium gravat, liaud fanabilis ulla 
" Arte, Diarrhream medici dixère Pelafgi. 
" Membrorum virtutem horre prredantur éuntes, 
" Senfi equidem, et fedes inter vitalia fixit 
'' Dira valetudo, nec te fpes laéìet inanis, 
" Adftat fumma dies"-" efto ut fis verus harufpex, 

" ~o lreteris habes ; fociìs felicia cedunt 
" Omnia, dives opum nec ab una parte beata 

" Stat fraterna domus." 
Bis ego vicinum morti folabar amicum. 

" Jamdudum, hrec animo rccolens," ref~ndit ';. 

HuMEUS, 

" Perfufum multa fenfi dulcedine peétus, 
" Atque ubi Luciani nuper legiffe Cataplunz 
" Contigit, hrerebam ambiguus, qure caufa .morarum 

" Danda fen~, fatalem afcenderc cymbam 
" Cum jubet, et Stygiai fecum tranare paludes ; 
u Non mihi conveniunt caufre qure pluribus umbris. 
" Nec dotanda domi eft, vir.idi jam nubilis revo, 
" Nata, nec inftaurandre redes, nullique fuperfunt, 
'' ~Htkifci.--v.ell~-implaGallil.is,-~· ,, 



[ s .] 
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'' ,...lk ·:eNm tetca!')--.fd refpondere Charonti .'t f~~~ 1 : , .... o 
t c.. f. /te,, ..... 

'' Neo àa~; qurecunque animus decreverat olim • ~~., .• : 
A' / d 

." Seria, perfeci, Fortuna nec auétius unquam ~~" vn1~~ r~ ; 
. ..-..--~-.c Et melius fociis faciet charifque propinquis, 

" Neftoreum quamvis fuerim viéturus in revum 
" Integer, et nihil eft, cur, rebus rite pera8:is, 

" .V el cuperem fupere!fe, vel indignfer obir)!_" / luf /' .,.., 
Deinde, fibi rifus qurerens, fermone jocari 

Ex re compofito ccepit, caufafcy.ze morandi 

Fingere ludicras, refponfaquef~ Charontis. 

" Altius at mecum reputans" lepidiffimus inquit, 
" Compellare fenem ftatui, et mollire loquendo, 
" ~as olim emifi, Vero duce et aufpice, Chartre, 
" Jam caftigatre volitare per ora virorum 
" Incipient," modo tu, venerandi Portitor Orci, 

" Ad patriam remeare tuum patiaris H u M Eu M. 

" Anne meos iterum pofc/t vox publica Libros, 
" Plaufibus anne iterum tollet fuper aftra fecundi• 

" Scire aveo; ~ lcetus ego, tellure reliéU, 
" Scriptorum explebo numerum reddarque tenebria. 
" llle autem,"GNdlra pr=çjhus muliebrilstts iAil:as, 

" ~· "luciioamor famreque i~et=are--juberct a 
" Auéla quid editio et mendis purgata feveras 
" Ad Parcas faciet? tu, fi vacat, ocius atram 
" Scande ratem, et noftris fuccede Penatibus.hofpes. 
" At poffem mox ipfe reponere, temporis oro 
" Tantillum; hone vir, fpatium concede precanti; 
" Ut genus humanum tenebris et~ maligna 
" Eripcrem, monita edìxi, lumenque tetendi, 
" Forfitan et, paucos modo vita fuperfit in anuos, 

" ~as meffes dabit hrec animi cultura videbo, · 
" ~requc SupetftitiQ ftruxit tabulata repentè .. 

" .· lmmani 

f/~ 

Ld.Li/4:../ fl.!~~jb6n~ h.,d;:, ~ e-; th-':p d/ 

5't.t LI.I' t .t: L~ f<J ~-;-..,,... ./.&U2è6/ PArd!~ ...... ,~p<~. 
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" Imtnani cafu ruitura- at verba repreffit 

" Imperfetta Charon, tumidoqne excanduit ore, 

" Mitte moras, nebulo, non eft opus unius revi 
" ~od cupis, !Ila diu m<;ntes agitabit agreftes. 
" Mene locaturum tibi per tot frecula vitam, 

" Belle, putes ? longi fermonis define tandem, 
" ,.Tartareumque fubi, quid ftas ignave, phafelum." 

~aA'iYaM ~ittYè fu~ .morte4oeutus 
v~ nil ventofum m grande fonabat, 
( Hiftrio .ut in [ceni( artis documenta daturus ), 

~o fibi Magnanimi nomen laudefque pararet. 
Mentio crebra fuit fupremi finis, amicis 
Multa fuper morbo rogitantibus; ille neo ufquam 
Hanc fibi materiam fumpfit, nec longius requo 

Traétabat, certus fati impavidufque futuri. 

Alloquium, cujus retuli capita omnia, flxtc 

/dibuf Augufii eft habitum~i Feria quinta 
Exftitit Hebdomadte, ex ilio tempore vifus 

Eft feroel, et mecum feme eft congreffu:J HuMEu s. 
Excipiebat enim, jam corpore debilis omni, 

Urbano, quod moris erat, fermone fodales, 
Plura loqui cupiens roajoraque viribus aufus; 

Verùrj ubi laffatum miferè fe comperitjsh's' 

Officii(vitare hominum commercia crepit : 

Meque ideo, Ipfius monitis, egreffus Edina 

Ad Kirkcaldenfes retuli matcrnaque teéta, 

lnde revifurus, fi forte vocaret, amicum, 

Et medico paétus B/acko, qui IRitttiiRtts regri 

Adfiabat leéto, ut, miffis quandoque tabellis, 
Eventus morbi difcrimen et omne referret. 

llle mihi undecimo, fervans promiffa, Kalmdù 

Stptembrù Scriptum dedit; en ipfiffima verba. 

" Ex 

){.~ d~.l ... .#~s..,.y,~~L«.P .J,o- ;;r?<-)~.~ .. ~r: ~~o.c-~~ 
;M./&J.~ 
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" Ex quo falutavi meis te literis 

" Horas HuMEUs tranfigit 
" Satis quietas, at minutis viribus; 

u Nec hreret affixus toro, 
" Die fed omni egreffus e cubiculo 

" Defcendit in dòmttHl iaf.e.am, 
" Nullifque vifus, prreter unum et alterum, 

" Libris legendis incubat. 
" Nam colloquentes, quos habet cariffimos ' 

" Et tredet audire et dolet. 
" Beatus Ille, qui procul foda1ibu~, 

" Tranquillus et potens fui 
cc Vivit folutus anxia formidin~, 

" Fugreque temporis favet, 
" Ineruditos leéìitans libellu1os 

" Rifum movere qui folent." 
Poftera lux fcriptum mihi, quod prmcepit Hutu~vs, 
Attulit, agnofco voces morientis, et inde, · ' 
~eis te -del~, nonnulla excerpere vifum eft : 

f.cwDm~~rcr leéìo, mea verba; Smìt~~' 
' Filius fratris calamo notabit, 

f f'J,h ./~Y 
l' j .iJ,_,h- .h4Ydrr 

" Ipfe ad occafum videor citato 
" V ergere la p fu. 

" Venit, hefterna mihi noéte, Febris, 
" Illa fed fal1ax hodie receffit, 
" ~am foluturarn citò fufpicabar 

· Tredia morbi. 
" Ne, mei caufa, repetas Edina'm, 
" Per vagos fiuél:us et iniqua ponti, 
" Tu cave, tempus breve, quo fodalis 

" Ora tueri 
" Reftat- regroto, fpatiumve fandi; 
" Virium ii quid mihi a'lllUc fuperfit 

" RcéHu, 



l ~J 

if;; 9~/u,./ ~~, 
r:J .... _, 

. [ 8 l 
" Reéìius, B /ado referente, difces. 

" Vive valeque.'' 

[EJinourgi S1:0torum, x. Ka/. s~pt • .A. C. N. 1776.] 

Dc:inde die quarto, Blac!U quz cura medentis, 
Miffa, minifterio curforis, Epiftola venit. 

'' HuME.US ille, quem colebamus, fuit, 
" Heri tenebris additus ! 

" Aliquot di~ ante fatalem impetum 

" lUi ftetit mors obvia, 
'.h./" Cùm totus reger ~.,enfa:: :eerpore, 

cc Non fuftiuc:rlt amplius 
" Morbi irruenti& ferre vel moleftias, 

" V el fe levare J lettulo ; 
cc At fenfibus, quoad vixit, integerrimis, 

'' Nec vifus eft doloribus 
et frepifiime, 

cc Ut evocarem te tuis Penatibus 
cc Tranfnavigaturum freta, 

" Duxi fupervaca:es a; et Adii cL a~ 

" Miffis l:lu n~,-s literis-,_. 
" Vox hrefitabat, debili tamen viro 

" Animre fupremum ad halit~m 
" Beata mentis adfuit ferenitas 

" ~à vix habebit remulos.'' 

Hrec finis Sophi.e DocTou, hic exitus illi 
Egregio meritis famreque ingentis HuMEO 

CoRtiiit, at nobia tleré et meminHfe relié\um ! 

J 
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Kirkaldy, Fifefhire, Nov. 9, 1776. 

D E A R S l R , --.... ___ _ 
T is ~ith a~~' thou~h _a 

very melancholy pleafure, 
--- -- -- ...... -

that I fit down to give you fame --- ... ......-.- -- ,_ . 
account of the behaviour of our 
_ ,__,_ - - - .. --- . 
late exce1lent friend, Mr. Hum-', 
,.-.---· -· ,.......- -__,....--.------ -----
during_!lis lafi illn~[s. 

Though, in his own judg - ~ --- ---- ._ 

rnent, his difeafe w_as_ mortai - -- .. -.._ - ............. 

a~ d in~~raÈ~, y~t ~e _ allow~d 
himfelf to b.._e _pr_e-ya~le~ Ul_)O~ ~y-
.... , 

D 4 the 

,. 
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the entreatr of hi~ friends,. .to 

t~-wh~~ !Di ht __ b_e the effe~s 

o[_ a ~~g l~urney~ ~ _few d~ys 
;, ... ~--.l'~ v~ before h e fet ou t, h e wrote that 
J .... (' ~..., .... / ,.,. J-v 4:.- .. ,--- - '--- .... 

~ "'t , ..... ~ . .r .... ~ account of his own Iife, which, 

;tJt~S:·'.iogeth~r ~ith his_otb_er - ~ e~s, , 

· /tJ~", ~ "~('~has Ieft to _your_~e. _ My 

P. E";/ tJA n ./ ~' the!C~Qfe, _ fhall_ be gin 

~ ?-A c.. - where his enrls. 
p " /l" _,----- -~ 

l v-'~"{,/ a "" " h ..... 

tc?KA'"' "" '/, He fet out for London to-
fP.~'.t- ._.r-r A-~ pt.; d . 
"J-."Ia--~ c:L/./ ...mr s the end of Aprii, and ~at 
V Morpeth met with Mr. John 
4~/t#rr ::t~..~t ),q.r-"-Home and myfelf who had 
'l'~ ~-" ~"-" ,~-~t,. - - . , 

--,. _.._ "mi.· . both come down from London 
,h ,./ .. ,;,..- p - -

o~ urpo§J_o fe_~ hL~ ex_peél:in_g 

to ha ve found him at Edinburgh. ------- --
Mr . 

• 

, 
l l 

l l 
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Mr. Home returned with him, 

and att~nded - him during the 

whole of his fiay in Eng1and, - - ~- · 
\vith that care and attention 

which ·might be expeéled from a 

temper fo perfeélly friendly and 

affeélionate~--As l had written - ......_. ----- ........ ..,. 
to rny mother that :fhe might ex-
peti me in ?co:Iand, I \vas ... un-

~ the ~~ceffitr of continuing 

my journey. His difeafe feemed 
-------~--~ ........ 

to yield to' exercife and cha~ge 

of air, and \vhen he arrived in. --London, he ~s a parent1y in 

m uch better h e~ t han w hen 

h e left Edinburgh. H e w""iS-ad: 

vifed to go to Bath to drink the 

waters, --

- ~ 
A 3/01 if 
/7 37 

r 
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aters, which appcared for fome 
......., ~ - -- ---
titnc to have fo good an effeél: - ------ ..... -
npon him, that even he hirnfelf 
,---- -
bcgan to entertaln, what he was 
-. - - - --..----r-

~t_ apLto __Q_Q_1_a .h_~tj~r ocinion 

o(_l~is_9~llliea1t~0Y~P-
on1s, l1o\vever, foon returned 

,.---~ - - -- ---- - ~- ---- -

with thcir ufual violence, and 
~- ....._ _ _,. - --~ --- ----------
from that tno1nent he gave up - - ----- - ~~- -- ----. 
a!!__t_~~u h ts _ of ~rccovcry, b~ 

fubmitted with the u ttnoft cheer-.---
fulnefs, and the mofl: perfeél: 

Upon his return to Edinburgh, -----· 
0~ghhefuu~h 

~eaker~_ye_!_ __ ~is -~_!leerfu_lnefs 

never abated, and he continued -------------to 
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r /JJ J- • .t;~t::;..~ 
l<. l A/7A. P~/ l,p-,/l c~ "'• <f.... c-;'~?' ~,~ 4--~ ~-- <!' ~ 

l' 1 , /../~ ,1 

/f'>J-t h•'""' {./),_ ~ ·" ~ 
1 
>;i _r:k" ~ /. • ,... r L~ J.(. h .. m/., · 

c-.7 l b t~J~ .l l /,LI/ ,. (~~~ 4- ... r-/~-1.;../ .;?/~, ..... 4< --
~~ t-~,- Ik· ~?:~- /~-s ~! :.%r:~ J?~~ rf;~ ~~--
~~-;. :s ,.,:..t. "' ;,7 

t~~:_~ hi~fe~ ~s u~a1~ __ 7i!h 
correél:in_g his own w or ks for a --- -- - - .... - - - - -
new edition, witl~ r<:_adino- books 

of amufement, with the con ver

fat~~ of his friends; and, -fom~-____ ....._. - -- - -
times in the evcning, ·ith a 

p;rty at his favourite game of 

~iftPfHis cheerfulnefs \vai fo /J' .1 
great, and his converfatio~--:~nd 
amu ements run fo n1ucn in their ---------------- --ufual ftrain, that, llOtwithTiand-

i-;;g-aH bad f m ;~-;;-;-;, 
-. 

~ople could not bdieve I;é was 

'!l~fhal_l tcìl you~ fric t;'d, 
" Colonel Edmon fione," faìd --- -
Doélor Dundas o him one day, 

'' iliatìleft you Inuch"l;ettcr, 

8 '' and 

,. 
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" an d in a fair way_of recoyery .'' ----
" Doél:or," faid he, '' as I be-

'' Ù~~e you ;r~uìd n~t ~h~(; to 
r - -- -

'' tel.!3_n1 __!h_ing bu_t _ the tr'l;lth, 

'.' .YQll]lé!_d better _tell him~t 

" I am dying as faft as my ene

" mies, if I hav<:._ any, could 

" wiih, and as eafì!J and che~r

" ~!y a~E1Y ]JeJLfdends coul_d 

'' defire." Colone! Edlllondfione 

foon afterward~a~e to fee hi~, 
~ - - -
and take leave of him ; and on 
' -
hi~ way home, he could no t far-

bear writing him a letter bidding 

him once more an ete~u, 
--------- -< -,.'-

~ a.EP!Iing to ~~~!!.!o ~~y-
. ing man, the beautiful French 
...---~ 

verfes 
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verfes in w hich the Ab bé Ch~u

lieu, in expeél:ation of his own 
._., .._ - -
death, laments his a roaching 

~eparat~ his friend_J_tqe 

Mar~is de la Fare. Mr! Bume:s 
magnanimit and finnnefs were 
fu~h~ t ha t his moft- affeél:ionate .. 

-.__,___- -·---
friends knew, that they ìiaZ"arèi:-
~d nothing in bikillg or wridùg - ------ w- ·---
!;> him as ~ a dying: ma~~~~d 
that fa far from. being hurt by 

fhis-fr~ef§, h ~as ;~thér 
p_leafed and flatte~
happened to come into his room 
---------- - -,.c.:--- --. 
\vhile he was rea~g this 1et~er, 

he had juft received, and --which he immediately iho\ved 
'C""-------____:_- . 

2 ~ 

.1 

,.. 
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Ar ' /f ,_, 

me. I told him, that though l - -
1vas fenfi~ow ver_y_~uch he 

"? 

:as weak~ne~, and th.at ap~ar· 

anccs "ere in n1any ~efpeél:s very 

~t ~yet hÌ~ cheerfulnefs 'vas fFU 

fo great, the fpirit of life feem

ci_i_J to be fo very ftrong in 
him, tha I could _nqt hel.Q__ enter
tainin fome faint ho es.fi-fe"" an .. 

fwcred, '' Your hopes are ground-.....------- ...... - __ ____...::: 

' ' kfs. An habitual diarrhrea of ·-~--- -- -- . 

'' 1n~e _ t__han a year's ftanding, 
,..,..._ . - ---- - -

'' }_vog_l4 be ~ very_b_ad di~ afe ~t 

" ~Y~~gc_;_..__at_ ! .. y ~ : __ it _is a 

" t ort l one. \Vhen I lie down 
~.- ----

" in the evening, I feel myfelf 
.------ -~----------- -

'' weaker than ·when I rofe in the - - - - - " -- -·----- -

,, 
Il 
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'' morn1ng; anj w ben I I"ife in th 
'' morning, weaker than '>lvhcn. {_ - --- ----- - -
'' lav down in the evening. I am 

-"~ -- -
" f~nfible, befìdes ) that fome of my 

'' vita!_parts are affeéted,_f~ 
" I muft foon clie." '' Well," 

,~------· 

faid I, " if it muO: be fo, Tou - --- -
have at 1eafr the· fatisfaélion of 
~-.....:.:------

le a ~ing all y~~fuen l~~r 
brother;;~ fatnily in articu ,s~ 

i~~fpe®._:::~ H~-~ 
that hc fdt that fatisfaé1:ion f()' ---
fe nf1bìy, that v;hcn he ws rea<l-
~ ..... _,..----- .., 
ing a few days bcfore, Lucian's 
~ ~~- --,._.,_ - ,-

Dial?g_ues of the Dead, ainong 

a_!! thc e;;; re; which m a1lcg
ed to Char~ for i1ot entering 

~--- ---....,..__...- -
readil 

A 3101 if 
/7~7 
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.. Jc;/;._.t,-;, ... ft<~ L i_/ .4 / ~ ~ L/ IJ':. h./:._ 7: é:---
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~~ily_ i 1~!o bis boat, ~.:_~uld 
' not find one that fitted him ; he -- -- --- -· 1-~CL.hQ.llfe_ to_fi.nifll, ~d 

!1..9.- d:1ughte~ to _Erovide for he_ 

had no enemies upon whom ~e 
wifhed t~_!even_ge himfelf. " I 
" could not well ima · e '' faid 
h e, "\v ha t excufe I could make t o - "'\ 

'' Charon in order t o obtain a little 
...... --

" delay. I hav:~ ~ver~ng 
" of confequence which I ver 

'' meant to do, and I could a t no 

'' ~~è ex__peél t o leave ~y-relatf_ins 
" and friends in a better fituation 
~-- --

" than that in ~hich I am now 

'' l~ely to l~~~m ; I, th~
" fare, ha ve all reafon to die con-
~---

" tented ." 
./ltt~/ ~Li_~; /A"..-f~,~ ;o-.,... ;~~~·/-

.h-r'- .,_~i;, L<~ >- "h-//C?A- , "~ /1 ,~~L,- : 
r- /.\ ~-

.(!:Y ~~_,.,.~rL-k· ,z...,t*~?-~//L .z- t ~~;tJ..~rc-..,- , 



. l 

McGILL UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 
.1-l t ~ 

A 3/014-
/737 

3 

DR. A D A M S M I T H. 49 
Art. A·..L- _....,., 

" .tented." He then diverted h i m------ - --------. -- --
felf with inventing feveral jocu .. ----- --
]~xcufes, which he f~ppo!ed 

he migl)t make to Charon, and - - -- -
~ir_h ,~m_ao-in}Eg the ver _ _iurly 
anfwer~~hi~h it Elig!lt fui!__t~~ 
charaéter of Charon to return to 

.__ - - ----.__ 

~ '' Upon further con-

'' fideration~, faid h e, '' I 

" thought I might fay to him, . 

" Good Charo~, I have been 

'' ~~reél:ing my works fora new 

" edition._ Allow me a littie 

Charon at.![wcr, 

'' \Vhen you ha ve feen the effe& 
/- --

E ' of 

r 
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1 

,, 
-" p;ev~iling fyft~tn~_ ~f fuperfii-

" tion." But Charon would 
, ...... . ., :::> 

then lofe all tem er ano dccency. -" Y ou loitering rogue, that will 

'' dot ha thefe many hun .. 

~'~d 
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" ~ q_u ancy I !~,._L ?t".J)i,_ 

" ili gran t ou a Ieafe fo~ fo 20 (.y_-f./j ,__ · 
" ~ ,1<.:&:; 

" Long ~ ter~? Get into the ~' ~· 

'' boa~_ thif!... inftant, you lazy 
" loitering_E._o~e.'' -~---

But, though Mr. Hume al .. 

~-t~lked-of his ;pproachrng --diffolution with great cheerful

nefs, he never affeded to make --- - ~ 

an arade of his magnanimiry. 

He never mentioned the fubjeét 
,__------~-- - --. --- ~ 

but when the converfation na--- - ---- ~ 

turally led to i t, an d I!_~er dwelt 

~er u pon i t t han the courfe 

of the converfation ha cned to ----- -- ~ 
rcquire : it was a fubjeél: indeed ------------ .--- -

Ez ~i~ 

#1-1' ti Aht ~7 ~.l,. ~t-ft l't-.~ 1- / ~ ~"/1&nu.,/X17 t:r"" 
)Jtn-;~/; ~ p7,"/h.A }~k.J- ~/L41o-;~4 ~~ 

l'· 

,.//;.~;~ 

.k~ A-,:·(1'~ f~-'L~.-n_: ...VA~-'~ ~:~~5 ;l~tnLr~ /" 
/ 

/ 

r 
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~~u~red Jl_retty freq'!en~ly, 
in confequence of the inq,uiries 
.--___.. -
which his friends, who carne to 

fee him, naturally made concern-
- - -ing t.he fiate ofhj~health. The 

converfation which I mentioned ------- -
a~ove, and which J?!iT~d __ on 

'!'hur[da_y the _ 8th of Augufi:, 

w~s ~~' except one, that I 
ever ha d w i th him~ .... _!Je ha d 

now become fo very weak, that 

t~U!P_an~f his moft inti~ate 
.,..... ....-....--- - ---... _ ... -
friends fatigued him ; for his - - - ~ / 

cheerfulnefs wai fiill fo great, 

hls complaifance and!Ocìàrdif-
-------- - ------

pofition \Vere fiill fo entire, that ..------ -- ·-
when any friend was with him, ---- --. ---- _..,- ......... '--

;, 
~ ... ~-~~- hc:t ;i:,. ~ l ~,l /;"' j ,. t> ./L d; --

{r .1-

~11' ~~-?lP- t h l"~--

h e 
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he could not help talking mor~, -- ______ , __.,.- --~-..-. 

and with greater exertion, than 
--c: --- --- - ....,.,-- -~ 

fuited the weaknefs of his body. 

~t.-his ow~defi;z the~efor~,J 
agreed to leave Edinburg__h, where 
. ~--- --
I ~as ft~ying pa~t~pon~ his 

a~~tur~d t_9 ~y 
mother's houfe her~, at Kifka~ 
u~hat h~ ~ld 
fend f~ whenever he wiilied ~~..... ~~_,..-----.,....-_..,..---;;....;.:.-- .......____ 

~~ f~~i_ ~atLWhO 
f~im 31~ fre~tly, Doc-

t?.!Y~~kjng, ~ 
mean time, to write me occafion-
------~--------a~ccount of the frate of 

bis health. ----- .~ Ji ,.4/ /...., ~t.; ~~· ,._.._ , , ":7 / 

tJ j /!t ;u l' r M · / llt .:/""";. !;' f;..,/;. ,tLat<; 

E 3 On 

r 
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1/ 1 ' ·, O n the 2~d of A uguft, the 
){1 l~"' JtPJ ~ ....----.--__ - -- .............:. 

e"' ' .•• 

Dottor wrote me the following 
r 

lett~r : 

'' Since m laft, Mr. Hume _......,._ ... _. ___ 4_ ---
has p~~<!_~~ time pretty eafilJ, 
b~t is _much we~ker. · He 4ts 

) 

up, goes down_!!!l!s o~ce a day, '" 
and amufes himfelf wit~~ad-,..-- ~----
ing, but _[eldom fees any. body. 

He finds that even thc converfa-
~ 

tion of bis moft intimate friends 

fatigues and oppreffes him ; and -·---i t is happy. that he does not nèed ------- -· it, for he is quite free from 
an~"'ètL_ Impa!!_ence, or~ [p1-
~jts~nd yaffes his ~-~ 

w eli 
-~ 
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an ex-

Ed.inburgh, 23d Augufr, IJj6 

'' MY. DEAREST FRIEND, 

" I am obliged to ma e ufe -
o~_y ne hew's han~ writ-

ing ~?_you, as I ~o no! r~e to- · 

~ * * * * 
* * 

E 4 " I go 
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'' !_.g_o _ y_ery _f~ft _to d~cline, 

aq_d):fi_ ~ght hac!_~ fmall fever, 

whiç_~l .. J}o.e_~d might put a 

q~er!od _!Q____thi~ _ tedious 

illnefs, but_l_!_nluckily it has, in 
-~ . --- . 

a great meafure, gone off. I 
..........,_.__L ~~ .... - '-- --

eannot~ fubm!t .. t~.Q!-1!_ CQ_ming 
·- '-.?,.. 

òver here on my account, as it 
is~ffibl;-r;- ;~ t~ fee you _fo 

fmall a ... J1at.LJ2f____the day_, _put 
-~ 

Doél:or Black can b~tter inform 
~ z- -a...-- ----x-.-._ ----

you co.ncerning the degree of 
,.. .,._-V·; ~.,_L_~~--- ~--

fireng,th wh~ch .!!!_ay fr.om_time 
.........,_....,..,_-""' ".f.j_~ 

to time remain with JD.e. A-
..... ,_ _ ___._ . ._~-- - -----

..1' & ,, mleU, C, . 
·--------~~w 

Three 

i 
l 

) 
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Three da s after I received 

the follo·w~ng letter from Dottor 
Black. 

~inbtg"g!t, Mon_da_y, 26th Auguft, 1776. 

" DEAR SIR, 

'' Y efterda.Y.!bouf four o' dock 
...__ - --- .......--

afternoon, Mr. Hume expìred. - - -. 
The near a proach of his death 

became _e~ e n t in the night be .. 

t~een Thurfday and Friday, 

when his difeafe became excef4 
--~ ~ ,. 

five, and foon weakened him fo 
~eh, th'it he could !!Q l~nper - -rife out of his bed. He con-
~ ~ ~ ~-

tinued to the laft perfeél:ly fen-
..... 

fible, 



l 
...... 
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fible, and free from much pain 
~ -------~ 
or fee1in;sofdiftrefs. I~e never 
~ - -- .. 

dr~d the fmalleft exprefiìon 
< 
of imE_atience; but when he had 

~iìon--!O fpea~ t;-the-~Ie 
about him, ahvays did it with ,.... 
affeélion and tendernefs. I 
.__...... - - - r---

thought it improper to write . -- ~ - .......__ 

t~iEK..You over, ef peciall ~s 

1 heard that he had diétated a 
.----- -----

l~E,:r ~- you defiring -zou, not to 

~ome. Whe!!_ he_~_became ver~ 

weak, it coft him an effort to 
--------------· . - -fp~~' and he _:lìed in fuch a 

happy compofure of ~~at 

nothing could exce~ it." - ---
Thus 

) 

-



bus 
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'fhus died our moft excel .. 
._ 

lent, and never to be forgot-

t~ friend ; concerning whofe 

philofophical opinions men will, 

no d uht judge varioufly, ever~ 

one aprroving, or condemning 

them, accord ing as they happ~n 

to coincide o difagree with his 

rafrer an d con d uél: t h ere can 

fcarce be a difference of opinion, 

Bis temper, indeed, feemed to 

be mor.e hap .. ilYJ balanced, ifi I 

may be llo ;veci fuch an expref~ 

fion, than that perhaps of any_ 
other m n. I have e:ver. known. 

E ven in the loweft fiate of hi 

fortune, 

9' 



J 
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fortune, his great and neceffary 

frugality never hindered him 

from exercifing, upon proper 

occafions, aél.s both of charity 

and generofity. It was a fruga

lity founded, not upon avarice, 

but upon the love of indepen

dency. The extreme gentle

nefs of his nature never weaken

ed either the firmnefs of his 

mind, or the fieadinefs of his 

refolutions. His confiant plea

fantry was the genuine effufion 

of good-nature and good-hu

mour, tempered with delicacy 

an d modefi:y, an d without even 

the flighteft tinél:ure of maligni-

ty, 



[ary 

him 
o per 

tle· 

e n· 
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his 

lea· 

cr 
ve n 

ty, 
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