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TO * * * * * * * * *I 

0, Author of my being !-far more dear 
To me than light, than nourishment, or reat, 

Hygeia's blessing, Rapture's burning tear, 
Or the liCe-blood that mantles in my breast ! 

If in my heart the love of virtue glows, 
'Tis planted there by an unerring Tule : 

From thy example the pure flame arose, 
Thy life my precept-thy good works my schoo' 

Could my weak pow'rs thy num'rous virtues trace 
By fili&llove each fear should be repress'd; 

The blush of incapacity I'd chase, 
And stand, recorder of thy worth, confess'd. 

But since my ni~rd staTs that gift refuse, 
Concealment is the only boon I claim ; 

Obscure be still the unsuccessful M use, 
Who cannot raise, but would not sink, thy fame. 

Oh! of my life at once the aout'Ce and joy! 
If e'er thy eyes these feeble Unea survey, 

Let not \hetr folly their intent destroy; 
Aooept the tribnte-but fo!pt the lay. 





P :rt E PACE. 

lM the republic of letters there is no member of such infe
rior rank, or who is so much disdainecl by his brethren of 
\he quill, as the bumble novelist; nor is his fate less hard 
Jn the world at large, since. among the whole clasa of wri
ters, perhaps not one can be named of which the votaries 
are more numerous, but less respectable. 

Yet, while in the annals of those few of our predecessors 
to whom this species of writing is indebted for being saved 
from contempt, and rescued from depravity, we can trace 
IUch names as Rousseau, J ohnson, l\larivaux, Fielding, 
Richardson, and Smollett, no man need blush at starting 
from the same post: though many, nay, most men, may 
!liBh at finding themselves distanced. 

The following letters are presented to the public-for 
ach by novel writers, novel readers will be called-with a 
Tf!r'/ angular mixture of timidity and confidence, resulting 
from the ~1' situation of the editor; who, though 
tnmbUns for their success from a consciousness of their 
lmperft!etiona. yet fears not being involved in their dis· 
,.._, while happily wrapped up in a mantle of impene
tlable obllcurity. "l'o clraw cha1'aCtel'8 from nature, though not from ltfe, 
Dl.to mark the mannen of the times, le the attempted 
p1llll of the toll owing letters· FOT this purpose, a youns 
ltma1e. educated in the most ICCluded fttlrement makes, 
at. tile ap of lle'feDteen. bertlrlt appearance upon the great 
..a bur atal!e of life ; with a virtuoul mind, a cultivated 
Ulldentanding, and a feeling heart. her ignorance of the 
bml, and inexperience in the manners of the wol'ld, oc
..&oa all the little Incidents which these volume& record, * ldG1l flaiD t1le ua&un1 piQiftlllon of tbe Ufe of a 
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Lady Ho¥Jard to the Jl,e'IJ. Mr. VillarB. 
Howard Grove, Kent. 

CAN any thing, my good Sir, be more painful to a 
friendly mind, than a necessity of communicating 
di~~a~reeable intelligence? Indeed it is sometimes 
difficult to detel'tDine, whether the relater or the 
receiver of evil tiding is most to be pitied. 

I have juat had a letter from :Madame Duval; 
she is totally at a loBS in what manner to behave; 
she seems desirous to repair the wrongs she has 
done, yet wiahes the world to beliew her blame-
1.... She would fain cast upon another the odium 
el thoae misfortunes for which alone she is answer
ab!~ Hel' letter is violent, sometimes abusive, 
P4 that of you /-you, to whom she is under ob
liption• whieh are greater even than her fallltlt 

t w whose advice she wiokedlJ imputu all the 
_,.riogt of .. er much injured clauahter, the 

La4y Belmout. The obief pnrpof\ of her 
·-. 11rill aoqqai.Dt. J011 witll; t.u letter i~ 
• ~~ o( yo ~$lee. \ella ~ that abe.., fOr a.llJ ,_... p-.t; 
\a ooa•WJ ~·of making "Jolp'

BqiaQcL w~h p,.. .. ~ h~ wri\iocl.or 
If'--~ oo•cerning this meluloholy aQbj"" 

.. ~of ioaWDI ~pop! ~qoiri•; 
........... ~--~~ ..- * .. 
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France, which country she now sees no prospect 
of quitting. She has, therQfore, lately used her 
utmost endeavours to obtain a faithlul account of 
whatever related to her ill-advised daughter: the 
result of which giving her some reason to appre· 
bend, that, upon her death-bed she bequeathed 
an infant orphan to the world, she most graei
ously says that if you, with whom she understands 
the child is placed, will procure authentic proofs 
of its relationship to her, you m:ty send it to Pa
ris, where shfl will properly provide for it. 

This woman is undoubtedly, at length, self
convicted of her most unnatural behaviour; it is 
evident from her writing, that llhe is still as wl
gar and Illiterate as when her first husband, Mr. 
Rvelyn, had the weakness to marry her; nor does 
she at all apologi:r;e for addressing herself to me, 
though l was "only once in her company. 

Her letter has excited in my daughter Mirvan 
a. strong desire to be informed of the motives 
which induced madame Duval to abandon the un
fortunate lady Belmont, at a time when a mo
ther's protection was peculiarly necessary for her 
peace and her reputation. Notwithstanding I 
was personally acquainted with all the parties 
concerned in this affair, the 11ubject always ap
peared of too delicate a. nature to be spol:en of 
with the principals; I cannot, therefo1'8, satisfy 
Mrs. Mirvan otherwise than by applying to you. 

By saying that you may send the child, madame 
Duval aims at conferring, where she moat owes 
obligation. I pretend not to give you ad'flee: 
you, to whose generous protection this 
orphan is indebted for every thing, are 
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and only judge of what she ought to do; but I 
am much concerned at the trouble and uneasi
ness which this unworthy woman may occasion 

you . 
.My daughter auu my granuchilJ. join with me 

in desiring to be most kindly remembered to the 
amiable girl, and they bid me remind you, that 
the annual visit to Howa1·d Grove, which we were 
formerly promised, has been discontinued for 
wore than four years. 

I am, my dear sir, with great regard, 
Your most obedient friend and servant, 

M. HOWAl~D. 

},fr. ri.lla1'S to Lady J[owcml. 
Berry Hill, Dorsetshire. 

YouR Iadyship diu but too well foresee the per
plexity and uneasitless of which madame Dnval's 
letter has been productive. However, I ought 
rather to be thankful that I have SQ many years 
remained unmolested, than repine at my present 
embarrassment, since it proves, at least, that this 
wretched woman is at length awakened to re-

morse. 
In regard to my answer, I tl)ust humbly request 

your la<l:ysl~iR to write to lhis effect: that I would 
not upon auy account intentionally offend madame 
Duval; but I have weighty, nay unanswerable 
reasons tor detaining her grand daughter at pre
eent in England : the priPcipal of which is, that 
it was the earnest desire of ope to whose will she 
owes i .. plicit duty. Mada uval may be as-

lbat ahe meeta with t o•' aUeDtioD 
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and tenderness; that her education, bowenr 
short of my wishes, almost exceeds my abilitiea; 
and I flatter myself, when the time arrives that 
she shall pay her duty to her grandmother, ma• 
dame Duval will find no reason to be dissatisfied 
with what has been done for her. 

Your Iadyship will not, I am sure, be surprised 
at this answer. Madame Duval is by no means a 
proper companion or guardian for a young wo
man: she is at once uneducated and unprincipled; 
ungentle in temper, and unamiable in manners. 
I have long known that she has persuaded herself 
to harbour an averaion for me. Unhappy woman! 
l can only ~gard her as an object of pity. 

I dare not hesitate at a request from Mrs. Mir~ 
van; yet, in complying with it, I shall, for her 
own sake, be as concise as I possibly can : since 
the cruel transactions which preceded the birth 
of my ward can afford no entertainment to a 
mind so humane as hers. 

Your Iadyship may probably have heard, that I 
had the honour to accompany Mr. Evelyn, the 
grandfather of my young charge, when upon 
his travels in the capacity of a tutor. HiiJ un~ 
happy marriage, immediately upon his return to 
EnJZland, with madame Duval, when a waiting 
girl at a tavern, contrary to the advice and entrea
ties of his friends, among whom I was myself the 
most urgent, induced him to abandon his native 
land, and fix his abode in Franee. Thither he 
was followed by shame and repentance,-feelings 
which his heart was not framed to support; for, 
notwithstanding be had been too weak to resist 
the albuements of beat,., which nature, ~nsb 
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• niggat'd to her of e'ttry other booli, alld with a 
laviab band bestewed on his wife ; yet be was a 
1oung man of excellent character, and, till thus 
unaccountably infatuated, of unblemished con
duct. He survived this ill-judged marria1e but 
t•o years. Upon his death-bed, with an unsteady 
hand, be wrote me the following note : 

' My friend, forget your resentment in favour of 
JOUr humanity :-a father, trembling for the wel
fare of his child, bequeaths her to your care-0 
Villan! bear! pity! and relieve me! 

Had my circumstances 'Permitted me, I should 
have answered these words by an immediate jour
ney to Paris: but I was obliged to act by the 
agency of a friend, who was upon the spot, and 
tresent at the opening of the will. 

Mr. Evelyn left to me a legacy of a thousand 
pounds, and the whole guardianship of his daugh
ter's person till her eighteenth year, conjuring me, 
m the most affecting terms, to take the charge of 
her education till ahe waa able to act with pro
w-let,. for bertelf ; but, in regard to fortune, be left 
ilw wholly dependent on her mother, to wboee 
... tlemeu be earneatly recommended her. 

Thue, though he would not, to a woman low 
'-eel and illiberal u )In. ~elyn, t!UP &be oon

aed morals of his daughter, be 1l8ftrtheleBB 
tlaoupt proper to ucnre &o her the Nlpect and 
ftt1 whieb, from her o'Wil .Alld, were eer&ainlJ 

r 4ue ; but unhappily, lt uver oocu~ to him 
the mother, on her J*"t could Wl in &tree· 

~ Bvelpt, illa'Jam, .... tM I8COOi .. .. 
...... ,.. .. .,...,*-lilt, ............. .... 
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my care, anp, except when at school, under my 
roof. I need not speak to your Iadyship of the vir
tues of that excellent young creature. She loved me 
as her father ; nor was Mr. Villars less valued by 
her ; while to me she became so dear, that her 
loss was little less affiicting than that which I have 
since suatained of Mrs. ViUars herself. 

At that period of her life we parted ; her mo
ther then married to monsieur Duval, sent for her 
to Paris. How often have I since regretted that 
I did not ac<>ompany her thither ! Protected and 
supported by me, the misery and disgrace which 
U.'w\aitedh01·mightperhaps havebeenavoided. But, 
to be brief-madame Du,·al, at the instigation of 
ber husband, earnestly, or rather tyrannically, en
deavoured to effect an union between Miss Evelyn 
and one of h1s nephews. An cl when she found her 
power inadequate to her attempt, enraged at her 
non compliance, she treated her with the grossest 
unkindness, and threatened her with poverty and 
ruin. 

Miss Evelyn, to whom wrath and violence hatl 
hitherto been stranger,_., aoon grew weary of such 
usage, and rashly,and without a witness, consented 
to a private marriage with Sir John Belmont, a 
very profligate young man, who had but too suc
cessfully found means to insinuate himself into 
her favour. He p•·omised to conduct her to Eng
land-ho did,-0, madam, you know the rest!
Disappointed of the fortune he expected, by the 
inexorable rancour the Duvala, he infamously 
burnt the certificate of the marriage, &Dd denied 
that they had ever been united. 
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She flew to me for pl'Otection. With what 
mixed transports of joy and anguish did I again 
see her ! By my advice, she endeavoured to pro
cure proofs of her marriage-but in vain; her 
credulity had been no match for his art. 

Every body believed her innocent, from the 
guiltless tenor of her unspotted youth, and from 
the known libertinism of her harbal'OUS betrayer. 
Yet her suft'erings were too acute for her tender 
frame ; and the same moment that gave birth to 
her infant, put an end at once to the SOI'l'OWS and 
the life of its mother. 

The rage of madam Duval at her elopement 
abated not while this injured victim of cruelty yet 
drew breath. She probably intended in time to 
have pardoned her: but time was not allowed. 

ben she was informed of her death, I have been 
told that the agonies of grief and remorse with 
which she was seized occasioned her a severe fit of 
illness. But from the time of her recovery to the 
date of her letter to your Iadyship, I bad ne"Yer 
beard that she manifested any desire to be made 
Mq_uainted with the circumstances which attend• 
ed the death of lady Belmont, and the birth of her 
helplea child. 
~e child, madam, shall never, while life is lent 

me, know the loss she has sustained. I ban cbe
riahed, nccoured, and soppOrted he'l', from her 
earlie.t infancy to her ebtteenth year ; and so 
amply has she repaid my care and affection, that 
my tlmdeet .nth is now circumscribed by the de
lile et beatowing ller on one who may be eensible 
of 1NI'th, and then sinking to eteroal rest m 
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Thus it happened, that the education of the fa
ther, daughter, and grand daughter, has devolved 
on me l What infinite misery ha,·e the two fint 
caused me! Should the fate of ~he dear survivor 
be equally advcr~c, how wretched will be the end 
of my cares-the end of my days! 

Even had madame Duval merited the charge 
she claims, I ft>ar my fortitude would have been 
unequal to such a pa.t·ting ; but, being such as she 
is, not only my affection, hut my humanity, recoils 
at the bat·barous idt>:L of tle:>crting the sacred trust 
reposed in me. lncleed, I coulcl but ill11upport 
her former yearly \'isits to the respPctable mansion 
at Howard Grove : pardon me, dear madam, and 
do not think me insensi!Jle of the honour which 
your Iadyship's condescension confers upon us 
both, but so deep is the impression which the mis
fot·tunes of her mother have made on my heart, 
tlrat she does not, even for a moment, quit my 
sight, without exciting apprehensions and terrors 
which almost overpower we. Such, madam, is my 
tenderness, and such my weakness !-But she is 
the only tie I have upon earth, and I trust to your 
Iadyship's goodness not to judge of my feelings 
with severity. 

I beg leave to present my humble respects to 
:Mrs. and Miss Mirvan: and have the honour to be, 

Madam, yout• Iadyship':! most obedient, 
And most humble servant, 

ARTHUH. VILLARS. 
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LADY HOWARD TO THB REV. liJI\_, VILLARS. 

Dear sir, Howarrl Orove, March 8. 
YouR lll.st letter g<n-o me infinite pleasure: after 
so long and. tedious an illness, how grateful to 
yourelt aiHl to your friends must be your returning 
health! You have tlw heart wishes of every in
dividual of this place for its continuance and in
crease. 

"rill you uot think I take advantage of your ac• 
knowledged recovery, if I once~ more venture to 
mention your pupil and Howard GI'Ovc together? 
Yet you must remember the patience with which 
we submitted to your desire ot not parting with her 
during the bad state of your health, though it was 
"·ith much reluctance we forbore to solicit her com• 
pany. My gr11nd daughter, in particular, has 
acarce been able to repress her eagernes3 to meet 
again the friend of her infancy :, and, for my own 
part, it is very strongly my wish to manifest the 
regard I had for the unfortunate lady Ddmont, 
by proving set·viceable to her child; which seems 
to me the best respect that can be paid to her 
memory. Permit me, tbCl·efore, a plan which 
Mrs. :Mirvan an<l 1 had fom1ed, in consequence of 
your restoration to health. 

I would not frighten you ; but do you think 
you could bear to part with your young companioll 
Jor two or three months! Mrs. Mit· an propo"el 
to spend the ensuing spring in London, whither 
for \he first time, my gr:md·child will accompan1 
hero Now, my good friend, it is very much their 
wWl w ~e and illliven their part7 b7 Ulo 
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addition of your amiable ward, who would share, 
equally with her own daughter, the care and at
tention of Mrs. Mirvan. Do not start at this pro
posal; it is timo that she should see something 
of the world. When young people are too rigidly 
sequestered from it, their lively and romantio 
imaginations paint it to them as a paradise of 
which they havo been beguiled ; but when they 
are shown it properly, and in due time, sea it 
such as it really is, equally shared by pain and 
pleasure, hope and disappointment. 

You have nothing to apprehend from bermeet
ing with sir John Belmont, as that abandoned 
man is now abroad, and not expected home this 
year. 

Well, my good sir, what say you to our scheme P 
I hope it will meet with your approbation; but if 
it should not, be assured I can never object to any 
decision of one who is so much respected and es
teemed as Mr. Villars, by 

Hia most faithful, humble servant, 
M.HOW.ARD. 

Mr. Villars to Lady Howard. 
Berry Hill, M&l'Ch 12. 

I AM grieved, madam, to appear obstinate, and I 
blush to incur the imputation of selfishness. In 
detaining my young charge thus long with myaelf 
in the country, I consulted not solely my own in
clination. Destined, in all probability, to po~&eu 
a very moderate fortune, I wished to contract ber 
views to something within it. The mind too 
D&tu.rally prone to pleasure, but too -.:lli-.,.-.. 
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to disaipation; it has been my study to guard her 
against their delusions, by preparing her to expec' 
-and to despise them. But the time draws on for 
experience and observation to take the place of 
instruction. If I have, in some measure, rendered 
her capable of using one with discretion, and mak
ing the other with improvement, I shall rejoice 
myself with the assurance of having largely con
tributed to her welfare. She is now of an age 
that happiness is eager to attend,-let her then 
enjoy it ! I commit her to the protection of your 
Iadyship, and only hope she may be found worthy 
half the goodness I am satisfied she will meet with 
at your hospitable mansion. 

Thus far, madam, I cheerfully submit to your 
desire. In confiding my ward to the care of the 
lady Howard, I can feel no uneasiness from her 
absence, but what will arise from the loss of her 
company, since 1 shall be as well convinced of her 
aafety as if she were under my own roof.-But 
can your Iadyship be serious in proposing to intro
duce her to the gaieties of a London life? Per
mit me to ask, for what end, or for what purpose ? 
A youthful mind is seldom totally free from ambi
tion ; to curb that, is the first step to content
ment, since to diminish expectation is to increase 
enjoyment. I apprehend nothing more than too 
maoh ni1ing her hopes and her bopea and her 
viewa, which the natural Tivacity of her disposi
tion would render but too easy to effect. The 
town acquaintance of Mrs. Mirvan are all in the 
aii'Ole of high life. This artlesa young creature, 
with too much beaut1 to escape notice, has too 
much aenaibility to be indifferent to it; but ahe 
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has too little wealth to be sought with propriet1 
by men of the fashionable world. 

Consider, madam, the peculiar cruelty of her 
situation. Only child of a wealthy baronet, whose 
person she has never seen, whose character she ha~ 
reason to abhor, and whose name she is forbidden 
to claim: entitled as she is to lawfully inherit his 
fortune and estate, is there any probability that he 
will properly own her? And while he continues 
to persevere in di~avowing his marriage with Miss 
Evelyn, she shall never, at the expense of her mo
ther's honour, receive a part of her right as the 
donation of his bounty. 

And a~ to Mr. Evelyn's estate, I have no doubt 
but that madame Duval and her relations will dis· 
pose of it among themselves. 

It seems, therefore, as if this deserted child, 
though legally heiress of two large fortunes, must 
owe all her rational expectations to adoption and 
friendship. Yet her income will be such as may 
make her happy, if she is disposed to he so in pri• 
Yate life; though it will by no means allow her to 
enjoy the luxury of a London fine lady. 

Let Miss Mirvan, then, madam, shine in all the 
splendour of high life: but suffer my child still to 
enjoy the pleasures of humble retirement, with a 
mind to which greater views are unknown. 

I h~pe this rea~oning will be honoured with :roar 
approbation ; and I have yet another motive which 
has some weight with me ; I would not willingly 
give offence to any human being ; and surely ma
dame Duval might accuse me of injustice, if, while 
I refuse to let her grand-daughter wait upon her, 
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I consent that she should join a party of pleasure 
to London. 

In sending her to Howard Grove, not one of 
these scruplesari!c; ~nd therefore l\lrs. Clinton, 
a. most worthy woman, formerly her nurse, and 
now my housekeeper, shall attend her thither 
next week. 

TholJgh I have always called her by the name of 
Anville, and reported in this llP.ighbourhood that 
her fathl?r, my intimate friend, left her t.o my 
guardianship; yet I haYe thought it necessary sho 
should herself be acquaintcu with the mel:mcboly 
circumstances attending her birth ; for though I 
am very desirous of guarding her from curiosity 
and impertinence, by concealing her name, family, 
and story, yet I would not leavo it in the power of 
chance to shock her gentle nature with a tale of 
so much sorrow. 

You must not, madam, expect too much from my 
pupil; sha is quite a little ru tic, and knows no
thing of the world; and though her education 
has been the best I could bestow in this retired 
place, to which Dorchester, the nearest town, is 
seven mile'! distant, yet I should not be surprised 
if you should discover in her a thou11and deficien
cies of which I have never dreamt. She 'WIUBt be 
nry much altered since she was last in Howard 
Grove. Bnt I will say nothing of her ; I leave 
her to your Iadyship's own observationP, of which 
I beg a faithful relation ; and am, 

Dear madam, 1 

With great respect, 
Your humble and obedient servant, 

ARTHUR VlLL.lRS 



ltlr. JTillars to Lady Ho1Dard. 
Dear Madam, March 18. 

This letter will be delivered to you by my child, 
-the child of my adoption,-my affection 1 Un· 
\>lest with one natural friend, she merits ·a thou· 
sand. I send her to you innocent as an angel, 
and artless as purity itself; and I send you wi'b 
her the heart of your friend, the only hope he has 
on earth, the subject of his tenderest thoughts, 
and the object of his latest cares. She is one, 
madam, for whom alone I have lately wished to 
live ; and she is one whom to serve I would with 
transport die 1 Restore her but to me all inno
cence as you receive her, and the fondest hope of 
my heart will be amply gratified. 

A. VILLARS. 

Lady Hof.Dard to the Rev. Mr. Villars. 
Dear and Rev. Sir, Howard Grove. 

The solemn manner in which you have committed 
your child to my care, has in some measure damp· 
ed the pleasure which I receive from the trust, as 
it makes me fear that you suffer from your com
pliance, in which case I shall very sincerely blame 
myaelt for the earnestness with which I have re
quested this favour ; but remember, my good air, 
she is within a few day.s' summons ; and be aaau.r
ed, I will not detain her a moment longer than 
you wish. 

You desire my opinion of her. 
She ia a littht angel ! I cannot wonder that you 
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aought to monopolise her: neither ought you, at 
finding it impossible. 

Her face and person answer my most reti.ned 
ideas of complete beauty; and this, though a sub
ject of praise less important to you or me than 
any other, is yet so striking, it is not possible to 
pass it unnoticed. Had I not known from whom 
she received her educatioa, I should at first sight 
of so perfect a face, have been in pain for her un
derstanding; since it has been long and justly 
remarked, that folly has ever sought alliance with 

beauty. She has the same gentleness in her manners, 
the same natural graces in her motions, that I 
formerly so much admired in her mother. Her 
character seems truly ingenuous and simple ; and 
at the same time that nature has blessed her with 
an excellent understanding and quickness of parts, 
ahe has a certain air of inexperience a.nd innocency 
that is extremely interesting. 

You have no reason to regret the retirement in 
which she has lived; since that politeness which 
is acquired by an acquaintance with high life, is 
in her so well supplied by a natural desire of 
obliging, joined to a deportment infinitely enga-

I observe, with great satist'a.ction, a growing af· ging. 

fection between this amiable girl and my grand· 
d&Qghter, whose heart. is as free from aelfishne88 
or conceit. as that of her young friend is from all 
pile. Their regard may be mutually useful, 
since much is to be expected from eiDulation 
-.here nothing is t.o be feared from envy. I would 
~ lole each other as ai,aw~ ~4 teci~ 
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cally supply the place of that tender and happy 
relationship to which neither of them has a natural 
claim. 

Be satisfied, my good sir, that your child shall 
meet with the ~ame attention as our own. We 
all join in most hearty wishes for your health and 
happiness, and in returning our sincere thanks 
fJr the favour you have conferred on us. 

1 am, dear sir, 
Your most faithful servant, 

.M. HOWARD. -{ L ady II01ca1·d to tlte R ev • .1lh. rillm·s. 

Howard Grove, March 26. 
BR not alarmed, my worthy friend, at my so 
speedily troubling you again ; I seldom use the 
ceremony of waiting for answers, or writing with 
any regularity, and I have at present immediate 
occasion for begging your patience. 

Mrs. Mirvan has just received a letter from her 
long absent husband, containing the welcome 
news of his hoping to reach London by the be
ginning of next week. My daughter and the 
captain have been separated almost seven vears, 
and it would therefore be needless to say what 
joy, surprise, and consequeatly confusion, his at 
present unexpected return has caused at Iloward 
Grove. Mrs. Mirvan, you cannot doubt, will go 
instantly to town to meet him ; her daugbteto is 
under a thousand obligations to attend her; I 
grieve that her mother cannot. 

And now, my good sir, I almost blush to pro
ceed :-but, tell me, ma7 I aak-will you pei'Jilit 



-that your child may accompany them? Do you 
think us unreasonable, but consider the many in
ducements which conspire to mahc London the 
happiest place at present she can be in. The 
joyful occasion of the journey; the gaiety of the 
whole party, opposed to the dull life she must 
lead, if left there with a solitary ol<l woman for 
her !lole companion, while she so well lwows the 
cheerfulness and felicity enjoyed by the rest of 
the family,-arc circumstances that seem to merit 

your consideration. 
My daughter desires her best compliments to 

you 1], she says, you will grant her request, but 

not el.Be. Adieu, my dear sir; we all hope every thing 

from your goodness. M. IIOWARD. 

Evelina to the Rev. ][1-. Yilla1·s. 
Howard Grove, 1\Iarch 2G. 

THIS house seems to be the house of joy; every 
face wears a smile, and a laugh is at every body's 
service. l\ is quite amusing to walk about and 
see the ~eneral confusion. A room leading to 
the garden is fitting up for captain 'Mirvan's study, 
lady Howard does not sit a moment in a place, 
Miss Mirvan is making caps: every body so busy 1 
-such flying from room to room !-so many or
ders given and retracted, and given again,-no
thing but hurry and perturbation. 

Well, but, my dear sir, I am desired to make 
a request to you. I hope you will not think me 
an encroacher : lady Howard inaiata upon 111' 
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writing !-yet I hardly know how to go on ; a 
petition implieii a want,-aad have you left me 
one ? No, indeed. 

I am half ashamed of myself for beginning this 
letter. But these dear ladies are so pressing-! 
cannot, for my life, resist wishing for the pleasures 
they offer me,-provided you do not disapproye 
them. 

They are to make a very short stay in town. 
The captain will meet them in a day or two. Ml'lo 
Mirvan and her sweet daughter both go; what a 
happy party ! Yet I am not very eager to ac
company them ; at least I shall he contented to 
remain where I am, if you desire that I should. 

Assured, my dearest sir, of your goodness, your 
bounty, and your indulgent kindness, ought I to 
form a wish that has not your sanction ? Decide 
for me, therefore, without the least apprehension, 
that I shall be uneasy or discontented. "While I 
am yet in suspense, perhaps I may hope ; but I 
am moat certain, that when you have once detel"" 
mined I shall not repine. 

They tell me that London is now in full splen• 
dour, two play-houses are open,-theopera-houae, 
-Ranelagb, and the Pantheon.-You see I have 
learned all their names. However, pray don't 
suppose that I make any po1nt of going; for I 
ahall hardly sigh to see them depart without me, 
though ·I shall probably never meet with snob 
another opportunity, and, indeed, their domestic 
happiness will be so great, it is natural to wieh to 
partake of it. 

I believe I am bewitched! I made a l'UOlu&io:o, 
when I began, that I would not be q,._.-: bat 
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my pen, or rather my thoughts, will not auffer me 
to keep it-for I acknowledge, I must acknow
ledge, I cannot help wishing for your permission. 

1 almost repent alrcatly tllat I bavo made this 
confession : pray forget that you have read it if 
this journey is displeasing to you. But I will not 
write any longer; for the more I think of this af-
fair, the less indifferent to it I find myself. 

You will not, 1 am sure, send a refusal without 
reasons unanswerable, and therefore I shall cheer
fully acquiesce. Yet I hopc-1 hope you will be 
able to permit me to go ! 

I am, with the utmost affcc ion, 
Gratitude, and duty, your 

EV.ELlNA-

1 cannot to you sign Anville, and what other 

name can I claim? 

Nt·s. Villc~rs to Bvelina. 
Berry Hill, March 28th. 

To resist the urgency of entreaty, is a power 
which I have not yet acquired : I aim not at an 
authority which deprives you of liberty, yet I 
would not guide myself by a. prudence which 
ahould save me the pangs of repentance. Your 
impatience to fly to a place which your imagina
tion has painted to you in colours so attrM~tive, 
surprises roe not ; I hM·e only to hope, that the 
liveliness of your fancy may not deceive you : 
to refuse, would be raising it still higher. To see ID,. Evelina happy, is to see myself without a wish; 
SO theD, ay child 4 and may that Heaven, which 
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alone can direct, preeerve and strengthen you I 
To that my love, will I daily offer prayera for your 
felicity. 0 may it guard, watch over you, and 
keep vice as distant iroru your person as from your 
heart. 

ARTIIUR VlLLARS. 

Ei:dina to tlte Re~,·. ~b·. r1'llars. 

Queen-Ann Street, London, April 2. 
Tms moment arri,·cJ. Just going to Drury lane 
theatre. 'l'h2 celebrated .Mr. Ut\rrick performs 
Hanger. I am quite in cc:;tacy. So is l\liss Mir
van. How fortunate that he should happen to 
play! We would not let 1\hs. l\lirvan rest till she 
consented to go. Her chief objection was to our 
dress, for we have had no time to Loadon£se our
selves: but we teazcd her into compliance, and so 
we are to sit in some obscure place that she may 
not be seen. As to me, I should be alil{e unknown 
in the most con:;picuous or most private part of 
the house. 

I can write no more now. I l1ave hardly time 
to breathe-only just this, the house and streets 
are not quite so superb as I expected. However, 
I have seen nothing yet, so I ought not to judge. 

Well; adieu, my de:11·est sir, for the present, I 
co•1ld not forbear writing a few "'Ords instantly 
on my arrival, though I suppose my letter ot 
thanks for your con:,cnt is still on the road. 

Sunday. 
This morning we went to Portland chapel; ancl 

~fterwards we walked in the mall of St. James'• 
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Park, which by no means anawared my expecta
tions: it is a long straight walk of dirty gravel, 
very uneasy to the feet; and at each end, instead 
of an open prospect, nothing is to be seen but 
houses lmilt of brick. When Mrs. 1\tirvn.n point
ed out the Palace to rne-1 think I was never 
much more surprised. 

However, the walk was very agreeable to us; 
every houy looked gay, and secnwd pleased ; and 
the ladies were so muc;l 1lressc1l, thn.t .l\liss :\lirvan 
and I cuul<l uo nothin~ but look at them. 1\lrs • 
.1\fil'l'an met several of her friends. So wonder, 
for I never saw !:o m:my pcopk assembled together 
before. I loukcJ about fur some of my acquain
tance but in vain ! for I saw not one person that 
I knew, which is very odJ, for all the world seem-
ed there. 

Mrs. 1\lirvan says we arc not to walk in the 
Park again next Sunday, even if we should lle in 
town, becau:~e there i,; bcttc1· company in Ken sing
ton-gardens; l!ut really, if you bad seen how much 
every boJy was Jrcssed, :you would not think that 

possible. Monday. 
\Ve are to go this evening to a private ball, 

given hy Mrs. Stanlcy. a very fashionable lady of 
Mrs. Minan's acquaintance. 

We have hcen a shopping as )lrs. Mirvan calls 
it, all this morning, to l!uy silks, caps, gauzes, and 

so forth. 
The shops are really very entertaining, espe-

cially the mercers; there seem to be six or seven 
men belonging to each shop; and every one took 
.care, bJ bowins or tmirkins, to be noticed, We 
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were conducted f'rom one to another, and carried 
from room to room with !!o much ceremony, that 
at first I was almost afraid to go on. 

I thought I should never h:t.ve chosen a silk: 
for they produced so many, I knew not which to 
fix upon : and they recommended them all so 
strongly, that I fancy they thought I only wanted 
persuasion to buy every thing they showed me. 
And indeed they took so much trouble, that I was 
almost ashamed I could not. 

At the milliners, the ladies we met were so 
much dressed, that 1 should rather have imagined 
they were making visits than purchases. But 
what most diverted me was, that we were more 
frequently served by men than by women; and 
such men ! so finical, so affected ! they seemed to 
understand every part of a woman's dress better 
than we do ourselves ; and they recommended 
caps and ribb1.nds with an air of so much impor
tance, that I wished to ask them how long they 
had left off wearing them. 

The dispatch with which they work in these 
great shops is amazing, for they have promised me 
a complete !!uit of linen against the evening. 

I have just hsd my hair dressed. You can't 
think how oddly my head feels ; full of powder 
and black pins, and a great cushion on the top of 
it. I believe you would hardly know me, for my 
face looks quite different to what it did before my 
hair was dressed. When I shall be able to make 
use of a comb for myself I cannot tell ; for my 
hair is so much entangled, frizzled they call it, 
that I fear it will be very difficult. 

I am half afraid of this ball to-night: for, 1011 
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know, I have never danced but at school: how• 
ever, Miss Mirvan says there is nothing iu it , 
Yet l wish it was over. 

Adieu, my dear sir ; pray excuse the wretched 
stuff I write~ perhaps I may improve by being in 
this town, and then my letters will he le~s un
worthy your rcadin~. Meantime, l am, 

Your dutiful and affectionate, 
though lmpolished, 

EYELINA. 

Poor Miss :Mirvan cannot wr~r one of the caps 
she made, because they dress her hair too large for 

them. 

Evclina in Continuation. 
Queen-Ann street, April 5, Tuesday morning ; 

HAVE n. vast deal to say, and shall give all this 
morning to my pen. As to my plan of writing 
every evening the adventures of the day, I find it 
impracticable ; for the dhcrsions here are so very 
late, that if I began my letters after them, I could 
not go to bed at all. 

We passed a most extraordinary evening. A 
private ball this was called, so I expected to have 
seen about four or five couple; but J..ord! my 
dear sir, I believe I saw half the world ! Two 
very large rooms were full of company ; in one 
were e.ards for the elderly ladies, and in the other 
were the dancers. :\t:y mamma. Mirvan, for she 
always calls me her child. said she would sit with 
Maria and me till we were provided with part
nen, and \hen join \he card players • 

• 
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The ~entlemen, as they passed and repaned, 
looked as if they thought we were quite at their 
disposal and only waiting for the honour of their 
commands; and they sauntered about in a careless 
indolent manner, as if with a view to keep us iD 
suspense. I don't speak of this in regard to Miss 
Mirvan and myself only, but to the ladies in gene
ral; and I thought it so provoking, that I deter
mined in my own mind that, far from humouring 
such airs, I would rather not dance at all, than 
with any ne who should seem to think me ready 
to accept the first partner who would condescend 
to take me. 

Not long after, a young man, who had for some 
time looked at us with a kind of negligent impel'< 
tinence, adYanced on tiptoe t9wards me; he had 
a set smile on his face, and his dress wa8 so foppish, 
that I really believe he even wished to be stared at; 
and yet he was very ugly. 

Bowing almost to the ground with a sort of 
swing, and waving his hand with the greatest con
ceit, after a short and silly pause, he said, Madam 
-may I presume it ?-stopt, offering to take my 
hand. I drew it back, but could scarce forbear 
laughing. Allow me, madam, continued he, af
fectedly breaking off every half moment, the ho
nour and happiness-if I am not so unhappy as 
to address you too late-to have the happiness and 
honour-. 

Again he would have taken my hand; hut bow
ing my head, I begged to be excused, and turned 
to Miss Mirvin to conceal my laughter. He then 
desired to know if I had already engaged lllyself 
to some 111ore fortunate man ? I said no, and that 
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I believed I should not dance at all. Ho would 
keep himself, he told me, disengaged, in hopes I 
should relent:, and then, uttering some ridiculous 
speeches of sorrow nnu disappointment, though his 
face still wore the same invuriaule smile, he re-

treated. 
'It so happened, as we have since reeollectccl, 

that during this little dialogue :Mrs. 1\lirvan was 
conversing with the lady of the house. And very 
!loon after, another gentleman. who seemed about 
six-and-twenty year8 old, gaily but not foppishly 
dressed, and indeed extremely handsome, with an 
air of mixed politeness and gallantry, desired to 
know if I was engaged, or would honour him with 
my band. So he was pleased to ~ay, though I am 
sure I know not what honour ho could t•eceive 
from me; but these sort of expressions, I find, are 
used as words of coursr, without any distinction of 
pol'sons, or study of Jlropriety. 

'V ell, 1 bowed, and lam sure I coloured; for 
indeed I was frightened at tl..e thoughts of dancing 
before so many people, all strangers, and, which 
was worse, with a stranger: however, that wall un• 
avoidable; for, though I looked round the room 
several times, I could not see one pt-rson that I 
knew. And so he took my hand, and led me to 
join in the dance. 

Thcminuets were overbefore we arrived, for we 
were kept late by tbe milliners muking us wait for 

our thiugl'. 
He seemed very desiroull of entering into con• 

versation with me; hut I was seized with such & 

panic, that I could hardly speak a word, and no
\bins but the shame of so soon changing 1111 JDind 
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three tripped, and seated oursel V£'1 at anothQr 
end of the room. 

But unfortunately for me, Miss Mirvan soon af-
ter suffered herself to be prevailed upon to at
tempt the ua.nce ; and just as she rose to go, she 
cried, l\Iy dear, -yondc1· is your partner, lord Or
ville, walking about the room in search of you. 

Don't leave me then, dear girl! cried I! but 
she was obliged to go. .Awl now I was more un
easy than ever; I would have given the world to 
have seen 1\lrs. 1\linan, and begged of her to 
make my apologies; for what, thought I, can I 
po.;sihly say to him in excuso for running awa) ? 
he must either conclude me a fool, or half mad;, 
for any oue brought up in the great world, and 
accustomed to its ways, can have no idea of such 
sort of fears as mine. 

My confusion increased when I obscrvcJ that 
be was every where seeking me, with apparent 
perplexity and surprise; but when, at last, I saw 
him move toward& the place where I sat, I was 
ready to sink with shame and distress. 1 found 
it absolutely impossible to keep my seat, because 
I could not think of a word to say for myself; and 
so I rose, and walked hastily towards the card 
room, resolving to stay with 1\Irs. 1\lirvan the rest 
of the evening, and not to dance at all. But be
fore I could find her, lord Orville saw and ap-
proached me. 

He begged to know if I was not well? You 
may easily imagine bow much I was embarrassed. 
I made no answer; but hung my head like a fool, 
ud looked on my fan. 

Be ~en, with an air the most respectfully aeri
4 
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But I was quite aatisfied with the folly I had al. 
ready shown ; and therefore declined his offer 
though I was really ecarcc able to stand. ' 

Under such conseious disadvantages, you may 
easily imagine, my dear sir, how ill 1 acquitted 
myself. But though 1 both expected and deserv
ed to find him very much mortified and displeased 
at his ill fortune in the choice be had made; yet, 
to my very great relief, he appeared to be even 
contented, and very much assisted and encouraged 
me. The people in high life have too much pre
sence of mind, I believe, to seem disconcerted, or 
out of humour, however they may feel : for had I 
been the person of the most consequence in the 
room, I could not have met with more attention 

and respect. 
When the dance was oTer, seeing me still very 

much flurried, he led me to a seat, saying that he 
would not suffer me to fatigue myself from polite-

noBS. 
And then, if my capacity, or even if my spirits 

had been better, in how animated a conversation 
might I have been engaged! it was then I saw 
that the rank of lord Orville was his least recom
mendation, his understanding and his manners 
being far more distinguished. His remarks upon 
the company in general were so apt, so just, so 
lively, I am almost surprised myself that they did 
not reanimate me ~ but indeed I was too well 
convinced of the ridiculous part I had myself 
played before so nice an observer, to be able to 
enjoy his pleasantry ~ so self compassion gave me 
feeling for others. Yet I had not the courage to 
attanpt either ~ defend them, or ~ rallJ m Dl1 
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turn ; but listened to him in silent embarl' .... 
ment. 

When he found this, he changed the subject, 
and talked of pulJlic placeR, and -public perform· 
ers; but he soon discovered that I was totally ig
norant of them. 

He then, very ingeniously, turned the disaourse 
to the amusements and occupations of the coun
try. 

It now struck me, that he was resolved to try 
whether or not I was capable of talking upon any 
11ubject. This put 110 great a constraint upon my 
thoughts, that I was unable to go further than a 
monosyllable, and not even so far when I could 
possibly avoid it. 

We were sitting in this manner, he conversing 
with all gaiety, I looking down with all foolish· 
ness, when that fop who had first asked rue to 
dance, with a most ridiculous solemnity approach
ed, and after a profound bow or two, said, 'I 
humbly beg pardon, madam,-and of you too, 
my lord,-for which must doubtless be more 
delectable-than what I have the honour to offer; 
but---' 

I interruptecl him-1 blush for my folly,-with 
laughing; yet I could not help it; for added to 
the man's stately foppishness, (and he actually 
took snuff between every two or three words,) 
when I looked round at Lord Orville, I saw much 
extreme surprise in his face,-the cause of which 
appeared so absurd, that I could not for my life 
preserve my gravity. 

I had not laughed before from the time I had 
left Miss M.inan, ancl I had muoh better have 



cried then. Lord rville actually atared· at me ; 
the beau. I know not his name, looked quite en
raged. Refrain, madam, said he, with an impor
tant air, a few moments refrain !-1 have hut a. 
sentence to trouble you with-May I know to 
what aceident I must attribute not having the 

honour of your hand ? 
Accident, sir! rcpeateu I, much astonished. 
Yes, accident, madam ;-for surely-I must 

take the liberty to observe-pardon me, madam
it ought to be no common one-that should tempt 
a lady to be guilty of ill-mannc1 s.' 

A confused idea now for the tirst time entered 
my head, of something I had hcarcl of the rules 
of an assembly; hut l was never at one hcfore,-
1 have only danced at sehool,-and so giddy and 
heedless I was, th l had not once considered 
the impropriety of refusing one partner, and after
wards accepting another. I was thunderstruck 
at the recollection: but while these thoughts 
were rushing into my bead, d Orville, with 
some; warmth, said, This lady, ir, is incapable of 
meriting such an accusation ! 

The creature-for l am ,·ery angry with him-
made a low bow, and with a grin the most malici
ous I ever saw, :My lord, said be, far be it from 
me to accuse the lady, for having the discernment 
to distingui~h and prefer-the superior attrac-

tions of your lorusbip. 
Again bowed, and walked off. 
W aa er anything so provoking? I was ready 

to die th shame. 'Vhatacoxcomb! exclaimed 
lord Orville; while I, without knowing what I 
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did, rose butily, and moving , I can't imagine, 
cried I, where Mrs. Mirvan has hid herself~ 

Give me leave to see, answered be. I bowed 
and sat down, not dat·in~ to meet his eyes; for 
what must he think of me, between my blunder, 
and the supposed preference? 

He returned in a moment, and told me that 
:Mrs. Mirvan was at CJ.rds, but woald be glad to 
sec me · and I went immediately. There was but 
one chair vacant ~ so, to my great relief, lord 
Orville presently left us. I then told Mrs. Mir
van my disasters ; and she good-naturedly blamed 
herself for not having better instructed me; but 
said, she had taken it for granted that I must 
know such common customs. However, the man 
may, I think, be satisfied with · pretty speech, 
and carry his resentment no f: ther. 

In a short time lord Orville returned. I con• 
sented with the best grace I could, to go down 
another dance, fo I had had time to recollect my-
self; and thcref esolved to use some exertion, 
and, if possi appear less a fool thaB I had 
hitherto done, or it occurred to me, insignificant 
as I was, compared to a man of rank and figure ; 
yet since he had been so unfortunate as to make 
choice of me for a partner, why I should endea· 
vour to make the best ot' it. 

The dance, however, waR sl10rt, and he spoke 
very little~ so 1 had no opportunity of putting my 
resolution in practice. He was satisfi I sup-
pose with his former successless efforts draw 
me out ; or, rather, I fancied, he had n in .. 
qui ring who I was. This rather disconcerted -. 
and the spirits I had determined to exert .gain 
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fa ed me. Tired, as med, and mortified, I beg
ged to sit down till we returned home, which I 
did soon after. Lord Orvillo did me the honour 
to hand me to the coach, talking all tho way of 
the honour I bad done hin~ I 0 these fashion-

able pcopl$i! 
Well, my dear sir, was it not a strange even-

ing? I could not help being thus particular, be
cause to me, every thing is new. Dut it was now 
time to conclude. I am, with all love and duty, 

JOUr EVELINA. 

Evelina in contin1wtion. 
THERE is to be no end to the troubles of last 
night. I have this moment, between persuasion 
·and laughter, gathered from Maria the most curi
ous dialogue that ever 1 hearrl. You will be at 
first startled at my vanity: but, my dear sir, have 

patienc ! It 1tave passed while I was sitting with 
:Mrs. Mirvan in the card-room. Maria was taking 
some refreshment, and saw lord Orville advancing 
for the same purpose himself; but be did not 
know her, though she immediately recollected 
him. Presently a.fter, a very gay-looking man, 
stepping hastily up to him, cried, Why my lord, 
what have you done with your lovely partner? 

Nothing I answered lord Orville with a smile 

and a sb g. By J , cried the man, slte is the moat beauti-
(UI•Mt;ure l ever I&W in my life I 
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Lord Orville, aa he well might, laughed 
answ~red, Yes, a pretty modest looking girl. 

0 my lord, cried the madman, she is an angel, 
A silent one, returned he. 
'Vhy ay, my lord, how stands she as to that? 

She looks all intelligence and expression. 
A poor weak girl ! answered lord Orville, shak· 

ing his head. 
By Jove, cried the other, I am glad to hear it. 
At that moment, the same odious cr~::ature who 

had been my former tormentor joined the~r. Ad
dressing lord Orville with great respect, be said, I 
beg pardon, my lord-if I was-as I fear might 
he the ea. o-rather too severe in my censure of 
the lady who is honoured with your }Jrotcction
but, my lord, ill-breeding is apt to provoke a man. 

Ill-breeding! cried my unkJ;~own champion, 
impossible! that elegant face can never be so vile 
a mask! 

0, sir, as to that, answered he, you must allow 
me to judge; for though I pay all deference to 
your opinion-in other things,-yet I you 
will grant-and I appeal to your lordship also-
that I am not totally despicable as a judge of 
good or ill manners. 

I was so wholly ignorant, said lord Orville, 
gravely, of the provocation you might have had, 
that I could not but be surprised at your singular 
resentment. 

It was far from my intention, answered he, to 
offend your lordship ; but really for a person who 
is nobody, to give herself such airs,-1 own I 
could not comznand my passions. For, m lo.rd, 
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though I have made diligent inquiry-1 cannot 
learn who she is. 

Dy what I can make out, cried my defemler, 
she must he a. country parson's daughter. 

He ! ho! he ! very good, 'pon honour, crie<l 
the fop ;-well, so I could have S}Vorn by her 

manners. 
And then, delighted at his own wit, he laughed 

and went away, as I suppose, to r!Jpeat it. 
But what the deuce is all this ? demanded tho 

other. Why a. very foolish affair, answered lord Or-
villa; your :Ellen first refU!;ecl this coxcomb, and 
then-danced with me. This is all I can gather 

of it. 0, Orville, rJturned be, you arc a happy man ! 
-But ill-bred ?-I can never believe it! And 
she looks too sensible to ue ignorant. 

'Vhether ignorant or mischievous, l will not 
pretend to determine; but certain it is, she at· 
tended to all I could say to ber, though I have 
really fatigued my elf with fruitless endeavours 
to entertain her, ,-.;ith the most immoveable gra
vity; but no sooMr did Lovcl begin his com
plaint, than she was seized with a fit of laughing, 
first a.ifronting the poor beau, and then enjoying 
his mortification. Ha! ha.! ha! why there is some genius in 
that, my lord, though perhaps rather-,.?utic. 

Here Ma.ria was called to dance, and so heard 

no more. ow tell me, my dear sir, did you ever know 
any thing more provoking ? A poor weak girl! 
ignore~n.& or muchievoU~ J What n1ortifyins words! 
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I am resolved, however, that I will never again be 
tempted to go to an assembly. I wish I had been 
in Dorsetshtre. 

Well, after this, you will not he surprised that 
lord Onille contented himself with an enquiry 
after our health this morning, by his servant, 
without troubling himself to call, as Miss Mirvan 
had told me he would; but perhaps it may only be 
a country custom. 

I would not live here for the world. I care not 
how soon we leave town. Lontlon soon grows 
tit·egome. 1 wish the captain would come. 

To night we go to Ranelagh. If any of those 
three gentlemen who conversed so freely about me 
should be there-but 1 wont think of it. 

Thursday morning. 
Well, my dear sir, we went to Ranelagh. It is 

a charming place ; and the brilliancy of the lights, 
on my first entrance, made me almost think I was 
in some enchanted castle or fairy palace, for all 
looked like magic to me. 

The very first person I saw was lord Orville. I 
felt so confused !·-but he did not see me. After 
tea, Mrs. Mirvan being tired, .1\'Iaria and I walked 
round the room alone. Then again we saw him, 
standing by the orchestra. We, too, stopped to 
hear a singer. He bowed to me: I curtsied, and 
1 am sure I coloured. "\Ve soon walked on, not 
liking our situation : however, he did not follow 
us; and when we passed by the orchestra again, 
he was gone. Afterwards, in the course of tbt 
evening we met him several times; but he was al
ways with some party, and never spoke to u, 
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though when ever he chanced to meet my eyes, he 
condescended to bow. 

I cannot but be hurt at the opinion he enter-
tains of me. It is true my own behaviour caus
ed it-yet ho is himself the most agreeable, and, 
seemingly, the most amiable man in the world, 
and therefore it is that I am grieve'.! to be thought 
ill of by him: for of whose esteem ought we to Le 
ambitious, if not of those who most merit our own? 
-But it is too late to reflect upon this now. ·well, 
I can't help it-However, I think I have done 
with assemLhes. 

This morning wa'! destined for 8eeing sights, 
auctions, curious shops, and so forth ; but my head 
ached, and I was not in a humour to be amused, 
and so I made them go without me, though very 
unwillingly. They are all kindness. 

And now I am sorry I did not accompany them, 
for I know not what to do with myself. 1 had re
solved not to go to the play to night; but I believe 
I shall. I short, I hardly care whether I do or 

not. 

* * 
I thought I ha:l done wrong ! Mrs. Mirvan and 

Maria have been half the town over, and so en
tertained !-while I like a fool, staid at home to 
do nothing. And. at an auction in Pall-mall, who 
should they meet but lord Orville! He sat next to 
Mrs. Mirvan, and they talked a great deal together, 
but she gaTe me no account of the conversation. 

I may never havo such another opportunity of 
.-ns London ; I am quite sorry 9I'U n~ of 
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the party ; but I deserve this mortification, for 
having indulged my ill humour. 

Thursday night. 
'V care just returned from the play, which was 

King Lear, and has made me very sad. 'Ve did . 
not see any body we knew. 

Well, adieu ; it is too late to write more. 

Friday. 
Captain 1\lirvan is arrived. I have not spirits to 

give an account of hi!! introduction, for he has 
really shocked me. I do not like him. He seems 
to be surly, vulgar, and disagreeable. 

Almost the same moment that l\laria was pre
sented to him, he began some rude jests upon the 
bad shape of her nose, and called her a tall ill
formed thing. She bore it with the utmost good
humour; hut tha.t kind and sweet tempered wo
man, l\Irs. Mirvan, deserved a better lot. I am 
amazed she would marry him. 

For my own part, I have been so shy, that I 
have ~1ardly spoken to him, or him to me. I can
not imagine why the family was so rejoiced at his 
return. Tf he had spent his whole life abroa1l, I 
should have supposed tlu;y might rather have been 
thanl,ful than sorrowful, However, I hor e they 
do not think so ill of him as I do. At least, I am 
sure they have too much prudence to make it 
known. 

Saturday night. 
'V e have been to the opera, and I am still more 

pleased than I waa on Tuesday. I could havo 
thought myself in Paradise, but for continual talk-
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ing of the company around me. We sat in the pit, 
where every body was dressed in so high a style, 
that if I had been less delighted with the perform
ance, my eyes would hare found me sufficient en
tertainment in looking at the ladies. 

I was very glad I did not sit next tho captain ; 
for he could not bear the music of singers, and 
was extremely gross in his obserrations on both. 
When the opera was over, we went into a place 
called the coffee-room, where ladies as well as 
gentlemen assemule. There arc all sorts of re
freshments, and the company walk about, and 
cl~at with the same case and freedom as in a pri-
vate room. 

On Monday we go to a ridotto, and on Wednes· 
day we return to Howard (irove. 'l'be captain 
says he won't stay here to he .~nwkw with.ftlth any 
longer ; but having been seven years smo/.:e!l witk 
a bw·nin9 sun, he will return to the country, and 
sink into a fair weather chap. 

Adieu, my dear sir. 

ltV.BLlNA IN CON'riNUATION. 

My dear sir, Tuesday, Aprilll. 
Wz came home from the ridotto so late, or rather 
so early, that it was not postri.ble for me to write. 
Indeed we did not go-you will be frightened to 
hear it-till past eleven o'clock: but nobody does. 
A ternble reverse of the order or nature! We 
sleep with the sun, and wake with the moon. 

The J'OOIIl was very magnificent, the lights ani 
n 

• 
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decorations were brilliant, and the company gay 
and splendid. But I should have told you, that I 
made many objections to being of the party, ac
cording to the resolution I had formed. How
ever, Maria laughed me out of my scruples, and so 
on('e again I went to an assembly. 

::\Hss l\lirvan danced a minuet; but I had not 
the courage to follow her example. In our walks 
I saw lord Orville. He was quite alone, bat did 
not observe us. Yet as he seemed of no party, I 
thought it was not impossible that he might join 
us ; and though I did not wish much to dance at 
all-yet, as I was more acquainted with him than 
with any other person in the room, I must own I 
could not help thinking it would be infinitely 
more desirable to dance again with him than with 
an entire stranger. To bo sure, after all that had 
passed it was very ridiculous to suppose it even 
probable tha.t lord Orville would again honour mo 
with his choice ; yet I am compelled to confess my 

• ab.~urdity, by way of explaining what follows. 
Miss Mirvan was soon engaged ; and presently 

l.l.fcer a very fashionable gay looking man, who 
seemed about thirty years of age, addressed him
self to me, and beg~ed to have the honour of 
dancing with me, Now l\iaria's partner was a 
gentleman of :Mrs. Mirvan's acquaintance; for 
she had told us it was highly improper for young 
women to dance with strangers at any public as
sembly. Indeed it was by no means my wish to 
do so; yet I did not like to confine myself from 
dancing at all; neither did I dare refuse thia gen
tleman as I had done Mr. Lovel, and then, if any 
acquaintance should oi'er, accept him: and ao1 
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all these reasons combining. induced me to tell 
him-yet I blush to write it to you !-that I was 
already engaged~ by which I meant to keep my
self at liberty to dance, or not, us matters should 

fall out. 
I suppose my Pomciousncss betrayed my arti-

fice, for he looked at me as if incredulous; and, 
instead of being satisfied with my answer and 
leaving me, accoruing to my expectation, he 
walked at my side, and, with the greatest ease 
imaginable, began a conYcr!'atiou in the free style 
which only belongs to old and intimate acquain
tance. But what was most provoldng, he asked 
me a thousand r1ucstions concerning the partner 
to whom I was eng-aged. And at last he ~aid, 
1s it really possible that a man whon' you htne 
honoured wit.h your aN:fptRnce can fail to lle at 
hand to profit from )·onr goo(lne s? 

I felt extremely foolish ; and begged )f rs. 1\lir
van to lead me to a scat; which she very oblig
ingly did. The captain sat next her; and to my 
great surpt·isc, this gentleman thought proper to • 
follow, and aeat him~clf next to me. 

What an insensH1le ! continuerl he~ why, ma
dam, you are missin~ the most delightful dance 
in the world !-the man must be either mad or a 
fool-Which do you incline to think him JOUr-

self? 
Neither, sir, answered I, in some confusion. 
He begged my pardon for the freedom of l1is 

supposition, saying, I was really off my guard, 
from astonishment that ar.y man can he so much 
and so unaccountably his own enemy. )3ut, 
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where madaD\, can he posaibly be?-hu he left 
the room ; or has he not been in it ? 

Indeed, sir, said I peevishly, I know nothing 
of him. 

I don't wonder that you were so disconcerted, 
madam; it is really very provoking. The best 
part of the evening will be absolutely lost. He 
deserves not that you should wait for him, 

J do not, sir, said I, and I beg you to
Mortifying, indeed, madam, interrupted he,-a 

lady to wait fo!" a gentleman !-0 fie !-careleBB 
fellow ! -What can detain him ?-Will you give 
me leave to seek him? 

lf you please sir, answered I, quite terrified 
lest Mrs. Mirvan should attend to him; for she 
looked very mncll surprised to see me enter into 
conversation with a stranger. 

With all my heart, cried he; pray, what coat 
has he on? 

Indeed I never looked at it. 
Out upon him! cried he ; What did he address 

• you in a coat not worth looking at?-What a 
shahby wretch ! 

How ridiculous I I really could not help 
laughing, which I fear encouraged him, for he 
went on-

Charming creature! and can you really bear ill 
usage with so much sweetness? Can you, like 
patience on a monument, smile in the midst of 
disappointment ?-For my part, though I am not 
the offended person, my indignation is so great, 
that I long to kick the fellow round the room!
llnless, indeed, (hesitating and looking earntatly 
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at IRe), unle11, indeed,-it is a partner of your 
own creating ? 

I was dreadfully abashed, and could not. make 
any answer. 

But no! cried be (again, and with warmth,) it 
cannot he that you are so cruel ! Softness itself 
is painted in your eyes.-You could not, surely, 
have the barbarity so wantonly to trifle with my 
misery. 

I turned away from this nonsense with real dis-
gust. Mrs. Mirvan saw my confusion, but was 
perplexed what to think to it, and I could not 
explain to her the cause, lest the captain should 
bear me, I therefore proposed to walk, she con
tented, and we all arose ; but, would you believe 
it? this man bad the assurance to rise too, and 
walk close by my side, as if of my party ! 

Now, cried he, I hope we shall see this ingrate. 
-Is that he ?-(pointing to an old man who was 
lame )-or that? And in this manner be asked 
me of whoever was old or ugly in the room. I 
made no sort of answer ; and when be found that 
I was resolutely silent, and walked on u much 
as I could without observing him, be 1uddenly 
stamped his foot, and cried out in a passion, Fool, 
idiot, booby! 

I turnP.d hastily toward him ~ 0, madam, con• 
tlnued he, forgive my vehemence ; but I am dis
tracted to think there 1bould exist a wretch who 
can alight a bleuing for whlch I would forfeit my 
life !--0 that I could but meet him ! I would 
100n-But I grow angry : pardon me, madam, 
1Df pulleu are nolent, and you iD.j1ulel .&et 
meP 
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I btgan to apprehend he waa a madman, ucl 
stared at him with the utmost astonishment. I 
see you are moved, madam, said he ; generous 
creature !-upon my soul, I am ;-1 entreat you, 
most lovely of mortals! l entreat you to be easy. 

Indeed, sir, said I, very seriously, I must in
sist upon you leaving me: you are quite a stran
ger to me, and I am both unused and averse to 
your language and manners. 

This seemed to have some effect on him. He 
made me a low uow, begged me:pardon, and vow
ed he would not for the wol'ld offend me. 

Then, sir, you must leave me, cried I, I am 
gone, madam, I am gone, with a most tragical 
air ; and he marched away at a quick pace out of 
sight in a moment; but before I had time to con
gratulate myself, he was again at my elbow. 

And could you really let me go, and not he 
sorry ?-Can you see me suffer torments inex• 
pressible, and yet retain all your favour for that 
miscreant who flies you ?-Ungrateful puppy!
I could bastinado him ! 

For Heaven's sake, my dear, cried Mrs. Mir· 
van, who is he talking of? 

Indeed, I do not know, madam, said I; but I 
wish he would leave me. 

What's all ~hat there? cried the captain. 
The man made a low bow, and said, Only, sir, 

a :;light objection which this young lady makes to 
dancing with rue, and which I am endeavouring 
to obviate. I shall think myself greatly honoured 
if you will intercede for me. 

That lauy, sir, said the captain, coldly, ia her 
own mistress. And he walked sullenly on. 
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You, madam, taid the man, who looked de
lighted, to Mrs. Mirvan, you, I hope, will have 
the goodness to speak for me. 

Sir, answered she gravely, I have not the plea-
sure of being acquainted with you. 

I hope when you have, ma'm, cried he, un• 
daunted, you will honour me with your approba· 
tion : but, while I am yet unknown to you, it 
would be truly generous in you to countenance 
me : and I Batter myself, madam, that you will 
not have cause to repent it. 

Mrs. Minan, with an embarrassed air, replied, 
I do not at all mean, sir, to doubt your being a 

gentleman-but-
But what, madam ?-tl1at doubt remoYed, why 

a but? 
Well, sir, said Mrs. Mirvan (wit\1 a good hu-

moured smile) I will even treat you with your own 
plainness, and try what effect that will have on 
you : I must therefore tell you, once for all-

0 pardon me, madam! interrupted he:eagerly, 
you must not proceed with those words once for 
all ; no, if I have been too plain, and, though a 
man, deaenes a rebuke, remember, dear ladies, 
that if you copy, you ought in justice to excuae me. 

We both stared at the man's strange behaviour. 
Be nobler than your sex, continued be, turning 

to us, honour me with one dance, and give up the 
ingrate who has merited so ill your patience. 

Mrs. Mirvan looked with astonishment at us 

both. Who doe• be apeak of, my dear,-you never 

~Gentioned. 0 madam t exclaimed be, be waa not wort.h 
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m•ntioning-it ia a pity he was nel' thought of ; 
but let us forget his existence. One dance is all 
I solicit. Permit me, mallam the honour of this 
young lady's hand ; it will be a favour I shall ever 
most gratefully acknowledge. 

Sir, answered she, favours and strangers have 
with me no connexion. 

If you hate hitherto, said he, confined your be- · 
nevolence to your intimate friends, staffer me to 
be the first for whom your charity is enlarged. 

Well, sir, I know not what to say to you,
b'lt-

He stopped her but with so many urgent en
treaties, that she at last told me, I must either go 
down one cbnce, or avoid his importunities by 
returning home. I hesitated which alternative 
to choose ; but this impetuous man at length 
prevailed. and I was obliged to consent to dance 
with him. 

And thus was my deviation from truth punish
ed; and thus did this man's determined boldness 
conquer. 

During the dance, before we were too much 
engaged in it for conversation, he was extremely 
provoking about my partner, and tried every 
means in his power to make me own that I had 
deceived him ; which, though I would not so far 
humble myself as to acknowledge, wa.a indeed but 
too obvious. 

Lord Onille, I fancy, did not dance at all. He 
seemed to have a large acquaintance, and joined 
several different parties ; but you will easily lrup
pose I was not much pl4)aled to see him, in a loW 
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after I was gone, walk to the place I had 
and bow to and join Mrs. Mirvl\n ! 

unlucky l thought my»elf, that I had not 
withstood this stranger's importunities! 

e moment we had gone down the dance, I was 
hastening away from him; 'but he stopped me, 
and said, that l could by no means return to my 
party without giving offence, before we had done 
our duty of walking up the dance. As I know 
nothing at all of these rules and customs, l was 
obliged to submit to his directions ; but I fancy I 
looked rather uneasy, fur he took notice of my 
inattention, saying, in his free way, 'Vhence that 
anxiety?-Why are those lovely eyes perpetually 

averted? 
I wish you would say no more to me, sir, cried 

I, peevishly; you have already destroyed all my 
happiness for this evening. 

Good Heavens! what is it I have done ?-How 
have I merited this scorn? 

You have tormented me to death ; you have 
forced me from my friends, and intruded yourself 
upon me, against my will, for a partner. 

Surely, my dear madam, we ought to be better 
friend", since there seems to be something of sym
pathy in the frankness of our dispositions.-And 
yet I were not an angel, bow do you think I could 
brook such contempt? 

If I have offended you, cried I, you have but to 
leave me-and 0 bow I wish you would ! 

My dear creature, said be, half laughing, why 
where could you be educated? 

Where I most sincerely wish I was now 1 
How conacioua you must be, all beautiful that 
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you are, that those charming airs aene only to 
heighten the blooom of your complexion ! 

Your freedom, sir, where you are more ac• 
quainted, may perhaps be less disagreeable; but to 
m e.-

You do me justice, cried he, interrupting me; 
yes, I do indeed improve your acquaintance; you 
-will hereafter be quite charmed with me. 

Hereafter, sir, I hope I shall never-
0 hush! -hush !-have you forgot the situation 

in which I found you ?-IJa,·e you forgot, that 
when deserted, I pursu1Hl you,-when betrayed, I 
adored you ?-but for me-

But for you, sir, I might perhaps have been 
happy. 

·what then, am I to conclude that, but for mP, 
your partner would have appeared ?-Poor fel
low !-and did my presence awe him ? 

I wish his presence, s1r, could awe you! 
His presence !-Perhaps then you see him? 
Perhaps, sir, I do, cried I, quite wearied of his 

raillery. 
\Vhere ?-where ?-for Heaven's sake shew me 

the wretch! 
\V retch, sir! 
0 a very savage !-a sneaking, shame-faced des

picable puppy ! 
I know not what bewitched me-but my pride 

was hurt, and my spirits were tired, and-in short 
I had the folly, looking at lord Orville, to repeat, 
despicable you think? 

His eyes instantly followed mine; Why, is that 
the gentleman ? 

I made no answer ; I could not affirm, and I 
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would not deny !-for I hoped to be relieved from 
Wa teasing by his mistake. 

The very momont we bad done what we ealled 
our duty, I eagerly desired to return to l\lrs. M.ir-

van. To your partner, I presume. matlam? said he, 

This quite confounded me. I dreaded lest this "Yery gt<avely. 

mischievous man, ignorant of his rank, should ad· 
dress himself to lord Orvillc, antl say something 
which might expose my artifice. Fool! to involve 
myself in such difficulties! I now feared what I 
had berore wished; and thrrefore to avoid lord 
Orville, I was obliged myself to propose going 
down another dance, though I was ready to sink 
with shame while I spoke. 

But your partner, ma'am? said he, affecting a 
very solemn air, perhaps he may resent my detain
ing you; 1f you will give me lease to ask his con-

sent-
Not for the universe. 
Who is he madam? 
I wished myself a hundred miies off. He re-

peated his question, 'Vhat is his name? 
Nothing-nobody-I don't know-
He assumed a most important solemnit~: How 

-not know ?-Give me leave, my clear madam, to 
recommend this caution to you; Never dance in 
public with a stranger,-wit.h one whose name you 
areunacquainted with,-who may be a mere adven
turer,-& man of no character: consider to what 
impertinence you may expoee yourself. 

W aa ever any thing so ridiculous? 1 could not 
help laushia& iu apite of IDY "Yexatiou. 
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11ft To compel him thus to dance, I could not en
ill! 4ore; and eagerly called out, By no means-not 

tlr the wcrld-1 must beg-
Will you honour me, madam, with your corn· 

mands? cried my tormentor; may I seek the 
ladJ'S party ? 

No, sir, answered I, turning from him. 
What shall be done . my dear? said Mrs. Mirvan. 
Nothing, ma'am; any thing, I mean--
But do you dance, or not? You see hi~ lord· 

~ abip WAits. 
I hope not-1 beg that-! would not for the 

world-1 am sure I ought to-to-
1 could no speak ; hut that confident man, de· 

termining to discover whether or not I had de
~ ceived him, said to Lord Orville, who stood sus
u· pended, My lord, this atfair, which at present 

seems perplexed 1 will briefly explain :-this lady 
proposed to me another danctJ,-nothing could 
ltave made me more happy,-1 only wished for 
:JOUr lordship's permission ; which, if now grant
ed, will, 1 am persuaded, set every thing right. 

I glowed with indignation. No, sir-it is your 
absence, and that. alone can set every thing right. 

For heaven's sake, my dear, cried Mrs. Mirvan, 
who could no longer contain her surprise, what 
does all this mean ? were you pre-engaged ? bad 
lord Orville-- io, 

No, madam, cried I, only-only I dill 
know that gentleman, and so,-and so 1 thong t, 
1 intended-1--

0verpowered by all that bad passed, I bad not 
1treng\ll to IP>k• my mortifying explanation ;-
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will need your utmost partiality to receive me 
without displeasure. 

This morning lord Orville has sent to inquire 
after our health; and sir Clement \Villoughby 

' (for that I tind is the n::une of my per5ecutor) has 
called but l would not go down lltairs till be was 

gone, 
Adieu, my dear sir; Heaven restore me safely 

to you ! I wish I was to go immediately to Berry 
Hill ; yet tl:e wish is ungrateful to :Mrs. Mirvan, 
and therefore I will repress it. I shall write -an 
account of the fantoceini from Ho ward Grove. "• e 
have not been to half the puhlic places that are 
now open, though I dare say you will think we 
have been to all. But thev arc almost as innumer• 
able as the persons who fiil them. 

Evelina in Continuation. 
Queen-Ann-street, April 13. 

How much will you be surprised, my dearest sir, 
at receiving another letter from London of your 
Evelina's writing! But believe me, i ~ not 
my fault, neither is it my happiness, t I am 
still here : our journey has been postponed by an 
accident equally unexpected and disagreeable. 

Y.fe went last night to see the fantoecini, where 
we had infinite entertainment from the perform
ance of a little comedy in French and Italian, by 
puppets, so admirably managed, that they both 
a tonished and diverted us all, except the captain, 
who bas a fixed and most prejudiced hatred 
agahp.st wba~ is not English. 
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Upon enquiry, we found that ahe lh'ei in Ox
ford-road ; and after some disputing, the captain, 
surlily and with a very bad grace, consented to 
admit her into his coach ; though be soon convinc
sd us that he was determined sbt3 should not be. 
too much obliged to him, for be seemed absolutely 
bent upon quarrelling with her; for which strange 
inhospitality I could assign no other reason, than 
that she appeared to he a foreigner. 

The conversation began by her telling us that 
she bad heen in England only two days; that the 
gentlemen belonging to her were Parisians, and 
had left her to see for a hackney coach, as her own 
carriage was abroacl : and that she had waited for 
them till11he was quite frightened, and concluded 
that they had lost themselves. 

And pray, said the cap ain. why did you go to 
a public place without an EngliFhm:m? 

Mafoi, sir, an wered she, became none of my 
acquaintance are in town. 

Why, then, said he, 111 tell you what, your best 
way is to go out of it yourself. ~ 

Pardi ?nonsienr, returned she, and so I shall fer 
I promise you, I think the English a parcel of 
brutes! and I'll go back to France as fast as I oan, 
for I wouln not live among none of you. 

Who wants you? cried the captain : do you sup
pose, marlam 'French, we have not enou)l;h of other 
uatione to pick our pockets already? I'll warrant 
)'OU there ts no need for you for to put in your car. 

Pick your pockets, sir! I V~isb nobody wanted 
to pick your pocket no more than I do : aod Ill 
promil8 ~ou you'd be afe enough. But then•• 

• 
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no nation under the sun can beat the English for 
ill-politeness; for my part, I bate the very sight of 
them ; and so I shall only just visit a person of 
quality or two of my particular acquaintance, and 
then I shall go back again to France. 

Ay, do, criecl be ; and then go to the devil to• 
gethcr for that's the fittest voyage for the French 
and tbc qu!ility. 

'\' e '11 take care, however, cried the stranger 
with great vehemence, not to admit none of your 
vulgar, unmannered English among us. 

0 never fear, returned he, coolly, we shan't dis· 
pute the point with you; you and the quality may 
ba.ve the devil all to yourselves. 

De&irous of changing the suhject of a conversa· 
tion which now became very alarming, l\11ss l\1ir· 
van called out Lord', how slow the man drive11! 

Never mind, l\loll, said her father; I'll warrant 
yon he'll drive fast enough to-morrow, when you 
are going to Howard Grove. 

To Ho ward Grove! exclaimed the stranger,
why 11ton Dieit, do you know lady Howard? 

'Vhy, what if we do? answered he; that's no
th~ng to you ; she's none of yo1w quality, I'll pro· 
mise you. 

Who told you that? cried she; you don't know 
nothing about the matter; besides you are the ill· 
breddest person I ever s'3e ; and as to your know
ing lady Howa1·d, I don't believe no such thing: 
unless, indeed, you are het' steward. 

The captain, swearing terribly, said with great 
fury, You. would much sooner be taken for her 
washer-woman. 

Her wash woman, indeed !-Ha, ha, ha, why 
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1cu ban't no eyes ; did you ever see a wash woman 
in such a gown as this ?-Besides I'm no such 
snean person, for I'm as good aa lady Howard, and 
as rich too, and besides I'm now come to England 
to visit her. 

You may spare yourself that there trouble, re-
plied the captain; she has paupers enough about 
her already. 

Paupers, mister! no more a pauper than your-
aelf, nor so much neither ;-but you are a low 
dirty fellow 1 and I shan't :;toop to take any more 
notice of you. 

Dirty fellow ! exclainHHl the captain, seizing 
both her wrists; hark you, 1\Irs. Frog, you'd best 
bold your tongue : for I must make bold to 
tell you if you don't, that I shall make no cere
mony of tripping you out of the window, anc.l there 
you may lie in the mud till some of your monsee1·s 
come to help :you out of it. 

Their i:lcreasing passion quite terr1fied us ; and 
Mrs. Mirvan was beginning to remonstrate with 
the captain, when we were all silenced hy what 
follows. 

Let mo go, villain that you are ! let me go, or 
1'11 promise you I'll get you put into prison for 
this usage. 1 'm no common person, I assure you ; 
and majoi, I'll go to justice Fielding about you; 
fOr I'm a person of fashion, and 1'11 make you 
know it, or my name an•t Duval. 

I beard no more ; amazed, frightened, and un
speakably shocked, an involuntary exclamation 
of Gracious Heaven ! escaped me, and, more dead 
than alive, I sunk into 1\lrs. Minan's arms. But 

rbJ let me draw a yeil over a scene too cruel (or a heart 
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so compassionately tender as yours ; it is aufloient 
that you know this supposed foreigner proved to 
be madame DuvAl,-the grandmother of your 
Evelina. 

0 sir, to discover so near a relation in a wo
man who had thus introduced herself-what 
would become of me, were it not for you, my pro
tector, my friend, and my refuge? 

My extreme concern, and Mrs. Mirva.n's sur
prise, immediately betrayed me. But I will not 
shock you with the manner of her acknowledging 
me, or the bitterness, the grossness-! cannot 
otherwise express mysclf,-with which she spoke 
of those unhappy past transactions you have so 
pathetically related to me. All the misery of a 
much injured parent, dear, though never seen ; 
reg-retted, though never known, crowded so for
cibly upon my memory, that they rendered this 
iaterview-one only expected-the most afflicting 
.I can ever kno ,.,.. 

When we stopped at her lodgings she desired 
me to accompany her into the bouse, and said 
she could easily procure a room for me to sleep 
in. Alarmed and trembling, I turned to Mrs. 
Mivvan. My daughter, madam, said that sweet 
W<>man, cannot 81) abruptly part with her young 
Uelid; you must allow a Lttle time to wean them 
from eac.1 other. 

Pardon me, madam, answered madame Duval 
(who from the time of her being know somewhat 
s >ftened her manners,) miss can't possibly be so 
nearly connected to th1s child as I am. 

No mat.ter for that, cried the captain (who ea.. 
poused my cause to eatiefy his own pique, tho1f~ 
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an awkward apology bad passed between them,) 
alle was sent to us • and so, d'ye see, we don't 
choose to part with her. 

I promised to wait upon her at what time she 
pleased tho next day: and, after a short debate, 
she desired me to breakfast with her, and we pro
ceeded to Queen-Ann-street. 

What an unfortunate adventure! I could not 
close my eyes the whole night. A thousand times 
I wished I had never left Borry Hill : however, 
my return thithQr shall be accelerated to the 
utmost of my power ; and, once more in that 
abode of tranquil happiness, I will suffer no temp
tation to allure me elsewhere. 

Mrs. Mirvan was so kind as to accompany me 
to madam Duval's house this morning. The cap
tain, too, offered his service ; which I declined, 
from a fear she should suppose I meant to insult 
lier. 

She frowned most terribly upon Mrs. Mirvan; 
but she received me with as much tenderness aa 
I believe she is capable of feeling. Indeed, our 
meeting seems really to have affected her ; for 
when, overcome by the variety of emotit7ns which 
the sight of her occasioned, I almost fainted in 
her armS; she burst into tears, and said, Let me 
not lose my poor daughter a second time ! This 
unexpected humanity softened me extremely ; 
but she very soon excited my warmest indigna
tion, by the ungrateful mention she made of the 
beat of men, my dear and moat generous benefac
tor. However, gt"ief and anger mutually gave 
W&:J to terror, upon her avowing the intenti<>n of 
her twt1Dg Eagland was to ID.ake Die re&um wHh 
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her to France. This, she said, was a plan abe 
bad formed from the instant she bad beard of my 
birth ; which, she protested, did not reach her 
ears till I must have been twelve years of age ; 
but momieur Duval, who she declared was the 
worst husband in the world, would not permit her 
to do any thing she wished : be had been dead 
but three months; which bad been employed in 
arranging certain atfaira, that were no sooner 
settled than she set off for England. She was 
already out of mourning, for she said nobody here 
could tell how long she had been a widow. 

She must have been married very early in life; 
what her age is I do not know; but she really 
looks to be le~s than fifty. She dresses very gs.ily, 
paints very high, and the traces of her former 
beauty are still very visible in her face. 

I know not when, or how, this visit would have 
ended, bad not the captain called for Mrs. Mirvan, 
and absolutely insisted upon my attending her. 
He is become, very suddenly, so warmly my friend, 
that I quite dread his officiousness_ Mrs. MirY&n, 
however, whose principal study seems to be heal
ing those wounds which her husband inflicts, ap
peased madame Duval's wrath, by a very polite 
invitation to drink tea, and spend the evening 
here. Not without great difficulty was the cap
tain prevailed upon to defer his journey sometime 

• longer; but what could be done? It would have 
been indecent for me to have quitted the town 
the very instant I discovered that madame Duval 
was in it; and to have staid here solely under her 
protection-Mrs. Mirvan, thank heaven, was too 
kind for such a thought. That ahe abould follow 
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I~ is therefore determined, that we remain in Lon
don for some days, or a week: though the captain 
has declared that the old French hag, as he is 
pleased to call her, shall fare never the better for 
it. My only hope is to get. safe to Berry Hill; 
wher~, counselled and sheltered by you, I shall 
have nothing more to fear. Adieu, my ever dear 
and most honoured sir! I shall have no happiness 
'ill I am again with you. 

~f1·. Villars to Evelina. 
Berry Hill, April 16. 

IN the belief and hope that my Evelina would, 
ere now, ha.ve hid adieu to London, l had intend
ed to have deferred writing till l heard of her re
tom to Howard Grove ; but the letter I have this 
moment received, with intelligence of madame 
Duval'a arrival in England, demands an immediate 
answer. 

Her journey hither equally grie"\"es and alarms 
me. Bow much did I pity my child, when I read 
of a discovery at once so unexpected and on
wished! I have long dreaded this meeting and 
ita consequences; to claim you seems to follow 
acknowledging you. I am well acquainted 
with her disposition, and have for many years 
foreseen the contest which now threatens us. 

Cruel as are the circumstances of this affair, 
;rou must not, my love, suffer it to depress your 
api.-ita ~ remember, that while life is lent me, I 
win «1ao'e it to 7our semce ; and; for future 
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time, I will make auch provision aa ahall aeem to 
.me most conducive to your futare happiness. 
Secure of my protection, and relying (in my ten
derness, let no apprehensions of madame Duval 
disturb your peace: conduct yourself towards her 
with all the respect and deference due to so near 
a relation, remembering always, that the failure 
of duty on her part can by no means justify any 
neglect on yours. Indeed, the more forcibly you 
are struck with improprieties and misconduct in 
another, the greater should be your observance 
and diligence to avoid even the shadow of similar 
errors. Be careful, therefore, that no remissness 
of attention, no indifference of obliging, make 
known to her the independence I assure you of; 
b t when she fixes the time for her leavinf( Eng
land, trust to me the task of refusing your at
tending her ; diaagreea.Lle to myself, I own, it 
will be; yet to you it will be improper, if not 
impo~sible. 

In regard to her opinion of me, I am more 
sorry than surprised at her d~termined blindnesa; 
the palliation which she feels the want of, for her 
own conduct, leads her to seek for failings in all 
who were concerned in those unhappy transac
tions which she has so much reason to lament. 
.And this, as it is the course, so we must in some 
tneaaure consider it as the excuse of her invete
racy. 

How grateful to me are your wishes to return 
to Berry Hill! Your lengthened stay in London, 
and the dissipation in which I find you •re invol
ved, fill me with uneasiness. I mean not; bow• 
over, that I would bafe jou aequoite jotdlell 
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from the patty to which you belong, !ince Mrs. 
:Mirvan might thence infer a reproof which your 
youth and her kindness would render inexcusable. 
I will not, therefore, enlarge upon this subject; 
but content myself with telling you, t~:at I shall 
heartily rejoice when I hear bf your safe arrival 
at Howard Grove, for which place I hope you will 
be preparing at the time you receive this letter. 

I cannot too much thank you, my best Evelina, 
fbr the minuteness of yc'7\lr communications. 
Continue to me this indulgence, for I should be 
miserable if in ignorance of your proceedings. 

How new to you is the scene· of life in which 
you are engaged !-balls-plays-operas-ridot
tos !-Ab, my child! at your return hither, bow 
will you bear the change? My heart trembles 
for your future happiness.-Yet will I hope every 
thing from the unsullied whiteness of your soul, 
and the native liveliness of your disposition. 

I am sure I need not say, how much more I 
"llf&S pleased with the mistake of your inexperience 
at the private hall, thaR with the attempted adop
tion of more fashionable manners at the Tidotto. 
But your confusion and mortification& were such 
as to entirely l!ilence all reproolt on my part. 

I hope you will sile no more of sir Clement 
Willougbby, whose conversation and boldness 
are extremely disgustful to me. I was gratified 
by the good nature of lord Orville, 11poo your 
making n!e of his name ; but 1 hope you will 
ae'ter again put it to such a trial. 

Heaven bless thee, my dear child; and grant 
tha"\ Deitber misfortune nor vice tnay ever rob 
._ of ~ pletJ of heart, "Which reaultiDS frolll 



74 BV.ILIN.lo 

innooonce, while it constitutes your own, contri· 
butes also to the felicity of all who know you t 

ARTHUR VILLARS. 

Evelina to tl!c Rev. lJir. Villars. 
Queen-Ann street, April J 4, Thursdaymoming. 

BEFORE our dinner was over yesterday, madame 
Duval came to tea ; though it will lessen your sur
prise, to hear that ij was near five o'clock. for we 
never dine till the day is almost over. She was 
asked into another room while table was clear· 
ed, and then was invited to partake of the desert. 

She was attended by a French gentleman, whom 
she introduced by the name of monsieur du Bois; 
Mr!!. Mirvan received them both with her usual 
politene!IS ; but the captain looked very much dis
pleased ; and aft~r a short silence, very sternly 
said to madame Duval, Pray, who asked you to 
bring that there spark with you ? 

Oh, cried she, I never go no where without 
him 

Another short silence ensued, which was ter
minated by the captain's turning roughly to the 
foreigner, and saying Do you know, monseer, that 
you are the first Frenchman I ever let come into 
my house? 

Monsieur du Bois made a profound bow. He 
speaks no English, and understands it so imper
fectly, that he might possibly imagine he had re
ceived a compliment. 

Mrs. Mirvan endeavoured to divertthecaptain's 
ill humour by starting new subjects: but he left 
to her all the trouble of supporting them,- and 
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leaned back in his chair in ~loo my silence, except 
when any opportunity offered of uttering some 
sarcasm upon the French. Finding her effort~ to 
render the evei!Jng agreeable were fruitless, Mrs. 
Mirvan pt"oposed a. pal."ty to Ranelagh. Madame 
Duval joyfully consented to it ; and the captain, 
though he t'ailed against the dissipation of the 
women, did not oppose it ; and therefore 'Maria 
and I ran up stairs to dress ourselves. 

Before we wet"e t'eady, word was brought us 
that Sir Clement Willou!!bby was in the drawing 
toom. He intt"oduced himself under the pretence 
of inquiring after all our healths, and entered the 
room with the easy air of an old acquaintance ; 
though Mrs. Mirvan confesses that he seemed em
barrassed when he found how coldly he Na.S re
ceh·ed, not only by the captain, but hy herself. 

I was extremely disconcet"ted at the thoughts 
of seeing this man again, and dill not go down 
stairs till I ,..,.n,s calle(l to tea. Fie was then deeply 
eopged in a discourse upon French manners with 
madame Duval and the captain ; and the subject 
seemed so entirely to engross him, that he did not, 
IR fil'St, cbserve my entrance into the room. Their 
conversation was supported with great vehemence; 
the captain roughly maintaining the superiority 
of the English in e•ery particular, and madame 
Duval warmly refusing to allow ot it in any: while 
sir Clement exerted all bn powel'S of argument 
and of ridicule, to second and strengthen whatever 
was advanced by the captain: for be had the 
Mg&city to discover, that be eould take uo method 
-ao effectual for making the master of the house 
hil friend, aa to D.l8ke madame Duval hia enem;r ; 
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and indeed, in a very short time, he had reason to 
congratulate himself upon his succeasful dis
cernment. 

As soon as he saw me, he made a most respect
ful bow, and hoped I bad not suffered from the 
fatigue of the ridotto : I made no other answer 
than a sli!!ht inclination of the head, for I was 
very much ashamed of the whole affair. He then 
returned to the disputants ; where he mana,;ed 
the argument so skilfully, at once provoking 
madame Duval, and delighting the captain, that 
I could IlOt forbear admiring his address, though 
I condemned his subtlety. Mrs. Mirvan, dreading 
such violent antagonists, attempted frequently to 
change the subject; and she might have succeed
ed, but for the interposition of sir Clement, who 
would not suffer it to he given up, and supported 
it with such humour and satire, that he seems to 
have won the captain's heart; though their united 
for£es so enraged and overpowered madame Duval 
that she really trembled with passion. 

I was very glad when Mrs. Mirvan said it was 
time to be gone. Sir Clement rose to take leave; 
but the captain very cordially invited him to join 
our party: he had an engagement, he aaid, but 
would give it up to have that pleasure. 

Some little confusion ensued in regard to our 
manner of setting off. Mrs. Mirvan offered ma
dame Duval a place in her coach, and proposed 
that we four females should go altogether; bbw• 
ever, this she rejected, declaring she would by no 
means go so far without a gentleman, and wonder
ing so polite a lady could make so English a pro
poliLl. Sir Cledlent Wllioughby Aiel, hij cll&ftb' 
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was waiting at the door, and begged to know if it 
could be of any use. It was at last decided that 
a hackney-coach should be called for monsieur du 
Bois and madame Duval, in which the captain, 
and, at his request, sir Clement, went also. Mrs. 
and Miss :Mirvan and I had a peaceful and com
fortable ride by ourselves. 

I doubt not but they quarrelled all the way; 
for when we met at Ranelagh every one seemed 
out of humour; and though we joined parties, 
poor madame Duval was avoided a.s much as pos-
sible by all but me. 

The room was so very much crowdeu, that but 
for the uncommon assiduity of Sir Clem t Wil
lougbby, we should not have been able to procure 
a box) for that is the name given to arched re
ceeses that are appropriated for tc•~ parties) till 
hatr the company had retired. As we were taking 
possession of our places, some ladies of :.\'lrs. :Mir
van•s acquaintance stopped to speak to her, and 
persuaded her to take a round with them. When 
she returned to us, what was my surprise to see 
that Lord Orville had joined her party! The 
ladies walked on : Mrs. Mirvan seate1 herself, and 
made a slight though respectful invitation to Lord 
Orville to drink his tea with us:, which, to my no 
small consternation, he accepted. 

I felt a confusion unspeakable at again seeing 
him, from the recollection of the ridotto adven• 
tu re: nor did mv situation lessen it :, for I was 
seated between m!l.dame Duval and Sir Clement, 
who seemed as little as myself to desire Lord 
OrYilte's presence. Indeed, the continued wraDg'"' 
\lng imd itl breedinJ of captain Mirvan . and Ma-
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dame Duval made me blush that I belonged to 
them. And poor Mrs. Mirvan and her amiable 
daughter had still less reailon to be satisfied. 

A general silence ensued after he was seated ; 
his appearance, from different moth·es, gave an 
universal restraint to every body. What his own 
reasons were for honouring ns with his company, 
I cannot imagine; unless, indeed, he had a curi· 
osity to lmow whether I 11hould invent any new 
impertinence concerning him. 

The flr!lt speech wall made by madame Duval, 
who said, It's quite a shocking thing to see ladies 
come to so gentle a place as Ranel&gh with hats 
on; it h a monstrous vulgar look: I can't think 
what they wear them for. There is no such thing 
to be seen in Paris. 

Indeed, cr1ed Sir Clement, I must own myself 
no advocate for hats~ I am sorry the ladies ever 
invented or adopted so tantalising a fashion; for, 
where there is beauty, they only serve to shade it; 
and where there is none, to excite a most unavail· 
ing curiosity. I fancy they were originally worn 
}Jy some young and whimsical coquette. 

More likely, answered the captain, they were 
invented by some wrinkled old hag, who'd a mind 
for to keep the young fellows in chance, let them 
be never so weary. 

I don't know what you may do in England, 
cried Madame Duval, but I know in Paris no 
woman needn't be at such a trouble as that to be 
takf:n Tery genteel notice of. 

Why, will you pretend for to say, returned the 
captain, that they don't distinguish the old from 
the young there aa well as here ? 
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They don't make no distinguishments at all, 
u.id she ; they're vastly too polite. 

More fools they ; cried the captain, sneeringly. 
Would to Heanm, cried Sir Clement, that, for 

our own sakes, we Engli~hmen too were blest with 
so ~tccommodating a blindness! 

Why the devil do you make such a prayer ns 
that P ~emnnded the captain ; them are the firRt 
foolish words I've heard you speak ; but I sup
poae you're not much used to that sort of work. 
Did you ever make a prayer before since you 
were a sniveller? 

Ay, now, cried madame DuTal, tlmt's anotl1er 
of the unpoliteness of you English, to go to talk· 
iog of such things as that ; now in l'ari!; nobody 
never says nothing about religion, no more than 
a\lout polities. 

Why then, answered he, 'tis a sign they take 
no more care of their souls than of their country, 
and 10 both one and t'other go to old Nick. 

Well, if they do, said she, who's the worse, so 
long as they den •t say nothing about it ? It's the 
tiresomest thing in the world to be always talking 
of them sort ot things, and nobody that's ever 
been abroad troubles their heads about them. 

Pray, then, cried the captain, since you know 
10 much of the matter, be so good as to tell us 
what they do trouble their heads about ?-Hey, 
sir Clement! ha'n't we a right to know that 
muohP . 

A 'fery comprehensi,.e question, said sir Cle· 
aent, and I expect much instruction from the 
laclJ'a uawer. 
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Come, madame, continued the captain, never 
flinch ; apeak at once, don't stop for thinking. 

I assure you I am not going, answered she; 
for as to what they do do, why they've enough to 
do, I promise you, waat with one tijing or ano• 
ther. 

But what, ·what do they do, these famous mon
seers1 demanded the captain; can·t you tell us? 
Do they game ?-or drink ?-or fiddle ?-or are 
they jockeys ?-or do they spend all their time in 
flummering old women ? 

As to that, sir-but indeed I shan't trouble 
myself to answer such a parcel of low questions, 
so don't ask me any more about it. And then, 
to my great vexation, turning to Lord Orville, 
she said, Pray, sir, was you ever in Paris? 

He only bowed. 
And pray, s_ir, how did you like it ? 
This comp~·ehensive question, as sir Clement 

would have called it, though it made him smile, 
also made him hesitate ; however, his answer wa1 
expressive of his approbation. 

I thought you would like it, sir, because you 
look so like a gentlemen. As to the captain, and 
as to that other gentleman, why they may very 
well not like what they don't know! for I suppose 
sir, you was never abroad ? 

Only three years, ma.'am, answered Sir Clement, 
drily. 

Well, that's very surprising! I should never 
have thought it: however, I dare say, you only 
kept company with the English. 

Why, pray, who shov.lcl be keep company witb? 
cried the captain : what, I suppose you'd have 



BVBLIN.Ao 

him aebamed of bis own nation, like aome other 
people not a thousand miles off, on purpose to 
make l1is own nation ashamed of him ? 

I'm sure it would be a very good thing if you'd 
go abroad :our5clf. 

How will you make out that, hey, madam ? 
come, please to tell me, where would be the good 
of that. 

Where, why a great deal. They'd make quite 
another person of you. 

What, I suppose you .. l have me learn to cut 
capers ?-and dress like a monkey ?-and palaver 
in French gibberish ?-hey, would you ?-and 
powder, and daub, and make myself up like some 
other folks ? 

I would have you to learn to be more poz.iter, 
sir, and not to talk to ladies in such a rude old
fashion way as this. You, sir, as have been in 
Paris, (again addressing her to Lord Onille,) can 
tell this English gentleman how he'd be despifed, 
if he was to talk in such a.n ungenteel manner as 
this before any foreigners. Why, there isn't a 
hair-dresser, nor a shoe·ma.ker, nor nobody, that. 
wouldn't blush to be in your company. 

Why, look ye, madam, answered the captain, 
as to your bair-pinchers and aboe blacks, you may 
puff off their manners, and welcome; and I am 
heartily glad you like 'em so well : but as to me, 
aioce you muit needs make so free of your advice, 
I must e'en tell you, I never kept company with 
any such gentry. 

Come, ladies and gentleman, said Mrs. Mirvan, 
aa man)" of you as have done tea 1 invite to walk 

I" 
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an offer of his services, which the gentlemen de· 
clined, and we proceeded to an outer room, where 
we waited for the carriages. It was settled that 
we should return to town in the same manner we 
came to Ranelagh ; and, accordingly, monsieur 
du Bois handed madam Duval into a hackney 
coach, and was just preparing to follow her, 
when she screamed, and jumped hastily out, de
claring she was wet through all her clothes. In· 
deed, upon examination, the coach was found to 
be in a dismal condition ; for the weather proved 
very bad, and the rain had, though I know not 
how, made its way into the carriage. 

Mrs. and Miss l\lirvan, and myself, were already 
disposed of as before; but no sooner did the cap· 
tain hear this account, than, without any cere· 
mony, he was so civil as to immediately take pos
session of the vacant scat in his own coach, leav
ing madame Duval and monsieur du Bois to take 
care of themsehes. As to sir Clement Willough
by, his own chariot was in waiting. 

I instantly begged permission to offer madame 
Duval my own place, and made a motion to get 
out; but Mrs • .Mirvan stopped me, saying that I 
should then be obliged to return to town with 
only the foreigner, or sir Clement. 

0 never mind the old beldame, cried the cap• 
tain; she's weathe1··proof, I'll answer for her; 
and besides, as we are all, I hope, English, why, 
ahe'll meet with no worse th:m she expects frcm 
us. 

I do not mean to defend her, said Mrs. Mirvan; 
but, indeed, as she belongs to our party, we can• 
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that seemed to come . from every mouth. The 
chariot was stopped, the servants came to our as
sistance, and we were taken out of the carriage, 
without having been at all hurt. The night was 
dark and wet; but I had scarce touched the 
ground when I was lifted suddenly from it by sir 
Clement Willoughby, who begged permission to 
assist me, though he did not wait to have it grant
ed, but carried me in his arms back to Ranelagb. 

He inquired very earnestly if 1 was not hurt by 
the accident ? I assured him I was perfectly 
safe, and free from injury; and rl11sired he would 
leave me and return to the rest of the party, for 
I was very uneasy to know whether they had been 
equally fortunate. He told me he was happy in 
being honoured with my commands, and would 
joyfully execut11 them; hut insisted upon first 
conducting me to a warm room, as I had not 
wholly escaped being wet. He did not regard my 
objections; but made me follow him to an apart• 
ment, where we found an excellent fire, and some 
company waiting for carriages. I readily accept
ed a seat, and then begged he woold go. 

And go, indeed, he did : but he returned in a 
moment, telling me that the rain was more vio
lent than ever, and that he had sent his sernnt 
to offer their assistance, and acquaint the M1:rvanB 
of my situation. I was very mad that he would 
not go himself: but as my acquaintance with him 
was so very slight, I did not think proper to urge 
him contrary to his inclination. 

Well, he drew a chair close to mine ; and, alter 
again inquiring bow I did, said, in a low voice, 

ou will pardon me, Miss Anville, if the eage~ 
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nees I feel to vindicate myeelf, inCiucea -ue to 
snatch this opportunity of making aipcere ac
knowledgements for the impertinence with which 
I tormented you at the last ridotto. I can atsure 
you, madam, I have been a true and sorrowful 
penitent ever since ; but-shall I tell you honest· 
ly what encouraged me to--

He stopped, but I said nothing; for I thought 
instantly of the conversation Miss Mirvan had 
overheard, and supposed he was going to tell me 
himself what part lord Orville bad borne in it ; 
and really I did n'lt wish to hear it repeated. 
Indeed, the rest of his speech convinces me that 
suck wa.s his intention; with what view I know 
not, except to make a merit of his defending me. 

And yet, he continued, my excuse may only 
expose my own credulity, and want of judgment 
and penetration. I will, therefore, merely be
seech your pardon, and hope that some future 
time--

Just then the door was opened by Sir Cle-
ment's servant, and I had the pleasure of seeing 
the captain, Mrs. and Miss Mirvan enter the room. 

0 ho! cried the former, you have got a good 
warm birth here ; but we shall beat up your. 
quarters. Here, Lucy, Moll, come to the fire, 
and dry your trumpery. But, bey-day,-why 
where's old madam French ? 

Good God ! cried I, is not Madame Duval with 
you? . 
• With me! No,-tbank God. 

I was very uneasy to know what might have be
come of her ; and, if they would have suffered 
Jne, l should have gone out in search o! her IDY" 
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&elf; but all the aervants were despatched to find 
her; and the captain said we might be very sure 
her French beau would take care of her. 

We waited some time without any tidings, and 
were soon the only party in the room. My un
easiness increased so much that Sir Clement now 
mad" a voluntary offer of seeking her. However, 
the same moment that he opened the door with 
this design, she presented herself at it, attended 
by monsieur du Bois. 

I was this instant, madam, said he, coming to 
seek for you. 

You are mighty good, truly, cried she, to come 
when all the mischief's over. 

She then entered,-in such a condition ~-en
tirely covered with mud, and in so great a rage, 
it was with difficulty she could speak. We all 
expTessed our concern, and offered our as&istance 
-4lxcept the captain, who no sooner beheld her 
than he burst out into a loud laugh. 

· We endeavoured, by our enquiries and con
dolements to prevent her attending to him ; and 
ahe was for some time so wholly engrossed by her 
anger and her distress, that we succeeded without 
much trouble. We begged her to inform us how 
this accident bad happened. How! repeated she, 
-why it was all along of your all going away, 
and there poor monsieur du Bois-but it wasn•t 
his fault,-for be"s as bad off as me. 

All eyes were then turned to Monsieur du Bo1s, 
whose clothes were in the same miserable plight 
with those of Madame Duval, and who, wet, 
shivering, and disconsolate, bad crept to the fire. 

The captain laugh&d 'et more beartil' : whil• 
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This action seemed immediately to calm them 
both, as the joy of the captain was converted into 
resentment, and the wrath of madame Duval into 
fear: for h~ put his hands upon her shoulders, 
and gave her so violent a shake, that she scre:,J.Vl
ed out for help ; assming her, at tl1e same time, 
that if she had been one ounce less old, or less 
ugly, she should have had it all ret11rned in her 

own face. 
Monsieur du Bois, who had seated himsel£ very 

quietly a.t the fire, approached them, and expos
' tulated very warmly with the captain; but be 

was neither und1.rstood nor set regarded; and 
madame Duval was not released till she quite 
sobbed with passion. 

When they were parted, I entreated l1er to 
permit the woman who had the charge of the la
dies' cloal..-s to assist in drying her clothes; she 
consented, and we did what was possible to s:we 
her from catching cold. ·we were obliged to 
"Wait in this disagreeable situation near an hour 
before a hackney coach could be found : and then 
were disposed in the same manner as before the 

accident. 
I am going this morning to see poor mad&me 

Duval, and to inquire after her health, which I 
think must have suffered hy her last night's mis
fortunes; though, indeed, she seems to be na-
turally strong and hearty. 

Adieu, my dear sir, till to-morrow. 
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of my own relations. I would very fain have ex• 
cused myself, but she did not allow me any choice. 

Till the arrival of these relations, one continued 
series of questions on her side, and of answers on 
mine, filled up all the time we passed together. 
Her curiosity was insatiable; she inquired into 
every action of my life, and every particular that 
bad fallen under my observation in the lives of all 
I knew. Again she was so cruel as to avow the 
most inveterate rancour against the sole benefac
tor her deserted child and grand child have met 
with; and such was the indignation her ingrati
tude raised, that I would actually have quitted 
her presence and house, ha<l she not, in a man
ner the most peremptory, absolutely forbad roe. 
But what, good Heaven! can induce her to such 
shocking inju!!tice? 0, my friend and father! 1 
have no command of myself when this subject is 

started. Sho talked very much of taking me to Paris, and 
said 1 greatly wanted the polish of a Frenc~ edu· 
cation. She lam&nted that 1 bad been brought 
up in the country, which, she observed, bad given 
me a very bumpkinisk nic. However, she bade 
me not despair, for she bad known many girls 
roach worse than me, who bad become very fine 
ladies after a few years residence abroad; and she 
particubrly instanced a 'Miss Polly Moore, daugh· 
ter of a chandler's shop woman, who, by an acci· 
dent not worth relating, happened to be aent to 
Paris, where, from an awkward ill bred girl, she 
eo much improved, that she has since been taken 

for a woman of qualitY· Tlie Nlatlon to whom she was pleased to intro-o 
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duce me, conaisted or n. Mr. Branghton, \\'ho is 
her nephew; and three of his children; the eldest 
of whom is a son, and. the two younger are daugh
ters. 

1\Ir. Branghton appears about forty yes.rs olage. 
He does Rot seem to want a common understand
ing though he is very <'ontracted and prejudiced; 
he has spent his whole time in the city, and I be
lieve feels a great contempt for all who reside else
where. 

His son seems weaker in his understanding, and 
more gay in his temper; but his gaiety is that of a 
foolish overgrown school-boy, whose mirth consists 
in noise and disturbance. He disdains his father 
for his cloRe attention to business, and love of mo. 
ney; though he seems himself to have no talents, 
spirit, or generosity, to make him superior to 
either. His chief delight appears to he torment• 
ing and ridiculing his sisters; who, in retum, 
most heartily despise him. 

:Miss Branghton, the eldest daughter, is by no 
means ugly; but looks proud, ill tempered, and 
conceited. She hates the city, though without 
knowing why: for it is easy to discover she has 
lived no where else. 

l\Jiss Polly Branghton is rather pretty, very fool
ish, very ignorant, very giddy, and J believe, very 
g?od natured. 

The first l1alf hour was allotted to making them
selves comJortable; for they complained of having 
had a very dirry walk, a.3 they came on foot fro.lll 
Snow hill, where Mr. Branghton keeps a ailve!'
smith's shop; and the young ladies had not onJ7 
their coata to bruah, and lhoes to dry, but to ad-. 
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just their head dress, which their bonnets had to· 
tally discomposed. 

The manner in which Madam Duval was pleased 
to introduce me to this family extremely shocke(! 
me. Here, my dears, said she, here's a relation 
you little thought of: but you must kn"w my poor 
daughter Caroline had this child after she run a
way from mc,--though I never knew nothing of 
it, not 1, for a long while after; for they took 
care to keep it a secret from me, though the poor 
child has never a friend in the world besides. 

Miss seems very tenderhearted, aunt, said :Miss 
Polly; and to be sure she's not to blame for her 
mamma's undutifulness, for she could'nt help it. 

Lord, no, answered she, and l never took no 
notice of it to her; for, indeed, as to that, my 
own poor d:mghter wasn't so mu<'h to blame as 
you may think; for she'd never have gone astray 
if it had not been for that meddling old parson I 
told you of. 

If aunt pleases, said young Mr. Brangbton, 
we'll talk o' somewhat else, for .Miss looks very 
uneasy like. 

The next subject that was chosen was the age 
of the three young Brangbtons and myeelf. The 
son is twenty; the aughters, upon hearing that 
I was seventeen, said that was just the age of Miu 
Polly, but their brother, after a long dispute, 
proved that she was two yeara older, to the great 
anger of both sieters, who agreed that he was ,·ery 
ill-natured and spiteful. 

When this point was settled, the question was 
put, Which was the tallest?-Wewere desired to 
meaaul'O_, u the Braoghtons were all of dift'erent 
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opinions. None of them, however, disputed my 
being the tallest in the company; bat, in regard 
to one another, they were extremely quarrelsome; 
the brother insisted upon their measuring fair, 
and not with heads and heels; but they would by 
no means consent to lose those pr1vileges of our 
sex, and therefore the young man was cast, as 
shortest; though he appealed to all present upon 
the injustice of the decree. 

This ceremony over, the young ladies began 
very freely, to examine my dress, and to interro
gate me concerning it. This apron's your own 
work, I suppose, Miss? both these sprigsa'n't in 
fashion now. Pray, ifit is not impertinent, what 
might you give a yard for this lutestring?-Do 
you make your own caps, Miss ?-and many other 
questions equally interesting and well bred. 

They then asked me how I liked London 1 and 
whether l should not think the country a very d1~ll 
place, when I returned thither? Miss must try 
ifshe can't get a good husband, said Mr. Brangh
ton, and then she may stay and live here. 

The next topic was public places, or rather the 
theatres, for they know of no other; and the mer
its and defects of all the actors and actresses were 
discussed; the young man here took the lead, anrl 
seemed to be very conversant~ the subject. But 
during this time, what wa~ my concern, and suffer 
me to add, my in<lignation, when I found, by 
S)me words I occasionally heard, that 1\fadame 
Duval was entertaining Mr. Branghton with all 
the most secret and cruEll particulars of my situa
tion! The eldest daughter was soon drawn to 
them by the recital; t~e youngest and the son still 
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kept"their places; intending, 1 believe, to divert 
~ tbougl. the conversation was all their own. 

In a few minutes, Miss Branghton, coming sud
denly up to her sister, exclaimed, Lord Polly, only 
think I Miss never saw her papa! 

Lord how odd! cried the other; why then, miss 
I suppose you wouldn't know him? 

This was quite too much for me ; I rose hastily 
and ran out of the room; but I 110on regretted I 

I 
had so little command of myself; for the two sis
ers both followed, and insisted upon comforting 

lnle, notwithstanding my earnest entreaties to be 
left alone. 

As soon as I returned to the company, madame 
Duval said, Why my dear, what was the matter 

ith you? why did you run away so? 
This question almost made me run again, for I 

knew not how to answer it. But, is it not very 
extraordinary that she can put me in situations so 
ahocking, and then wonder to find me sensible of 
~&ny eoneern ? 

Mr. Brangbton junior now inquired of me, whe· 
ther I bad seen the Tower or St. Paul's church; 
-and upon my answering in the negative, they pro
}>osed making a party to show them to me. Among 
other questions, they also asked, ir I had ever seen 
81Lch a thing as an opem I I told them I had. 
Well, said Mr. Branghton, I never 11aw one in 
lP)' life, so long as I've lived in London; and I 
oever desire to see one, if I live here as much 
longer. 

Lord, papa, cried Miss Polly, why not? you 
•gbt u well for once, for the curiosity of the 
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IC<lident we had met with at Ranelagb. He ex
pressed his sorrow upon the occasion with the ut
•ost politeness, and lamented that he had not 
been 10 fortunate as to hear of it in time to offer 
his services. But 1 think, he added, sir Clement 
Willoughby bad the honour of assisting you? 

He was with captain Mirvan, my lord. 
I heard of his being of your party. 
I hope that flighty man has not been telling lord 

Orville he only assisted me ! However, he did not 
pursue the subject; but said, This accident, though 
extremely unfortunate, will not I hope, be the 
means of friJ{htening you from gracing Ranelagh 
with your presence in future? 

Our time, my lord, for London, is almost expired 
already. 

Indeed I do you leave so very soon ? 
0 yes, my lord ; our stay has already exceeded 

our intentions. 
Are you, then, so particularly partial to the 

country? 
We merely came to town, my lord, to meet cap

tain :Mirvan. 
And does Miss Anville feel no concern at the 

idea of the many mourners her absence will occa
aion? 

0, my lord,-I•m sure you don't think-I stop-
ped there ; for, indeed, I hardly knew what I was 
going to say. My foolish embarrassment, I sup
pose, was the cause of what followed; for he came 
~me, and took my hand, saying, l do think, that 

ll.oever has once seen Miss Anville, must receive 
.1P\ igapnuion never to be forgotten. 

CJ 
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lently satisfied with his own acoomplisbments, as 
I have already observed many men here are, 
though without any pretensions to his merit, be 
is most assiduously attentive to please and to serve 
all who are in his company ; and though his suc
cess is in,·ariable, ho never manifests the smallest 
degree of consciousness. 

I could wish that you, my dearest sir, knew lol'd 
Orville, because I am sure you would love him ; 
Jl.Dd I have felt that wish for no other person I 
have seen since I came to L :mdon. I sometimu 
imagine, that when his youth is tlown, his vivacity 
abated, and his life is devoted to retirement, he 
will, perhaps, resemble him whom I most love and 
honour. His present sweetness, politeness, and 
"diffidence, seem to promise in future the same 
benevolence, dignity, and goodness. But I must 
Dot expatiate upon this subject. 

When lord Orville was gone,-and he made but 
a very short visit,-1 was preparing, most reluc
'tantly, to wait upon Madame Duval; but Mrs. 
Mirvan proposed to the captain, that she should 
be invited to dinner in Queen Anne-street ; and 
ho readily consented, for he said he wished to ask 
after her Lyons negligee. 

The invitation i~ accepted, and we expect her 
flverymoruent. But to me, it is very strange, that 
o. woman who is the uncontrolled mistress of her 
time, fortune, and actions, should choose to ex
pose herself voluntarily to the rudeness of a man 
who is openly determined to make her his !<port. 
But she has very few acquaintance; and, I fancy 
acarce kuows holV to employ herself. 

Jiow great is my obligation to Mrs, Mirvao, for 
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bestowing her time in a manner so disagTee&ble to 
herself, merely to promote my happiness I Every 
dispute in which her undeserving husband engages, 
is productive of pnin and uneasiness to herself; 
this I am so sensible, that I even besought her not 
to send to madame Duval ; but she declared she 
could not bear to have me pass all my time, while 
in town, with her only. Indeed she could not be 
more kind to me, were she your daughter. 

Evelina in continuation. 
Saturday morning, April 16. 

MADAMB Duval was accompanied by Monsieur du 
Bois. I am surpr~sed that she should choose to 
introduce him where he is so unwelcome: 
indeed, it is strange that they should be 
stantly together; though I believe I 
have taken notice of it, but captain 
perpetually rallying me upon my qr£:tn!:t-TJ'I.a~nm>a·,r,l 
beau. 

They were both received by Mrs. Mirvan with 
her usual good-breeding ; but the captain, most 
provokingly, attacked her immediately, 
Now, madam, you that have lived abroad, p 
to tell me this here ; which did you like best, 
warm room at Ranelagh, or the cold bath 
went into afterwards? though, I assure you, 
look so well, that I should advise you to 
another dip. 

Ma foi sir, cried she, nobody asked for 
advice, so you may as well keep it to Y011lnreur:l 
besides, it'a no uchJoke to be lll'&iiiiiU'~ 
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catch cold, and to spoil all one's things, whatever 
you may think of it. 

Splashed, quoth I !-why I thought you were 
soused all over.-Come, come, don't mince the 
matter; never spoil a good story ; you know you 
hadn't a dry thread about you-'fore George, I 
shall never think on't without hallooing! such a 
poor, forlorn, draggle tailed-gentlewoman ! and 
poor monseer French, here, like a drowned rat by 
'Your side!-

Well, the worse pickle we was in, so much the 
worser in you not to help us; for you knew where 
we were fast enough, because while I laid in the 
mud, I'm pretty sure I heard you snigger: so its 
like enough you jostled us down yourself; for 
fl~nsieur du Bois says, that he is sure he had a 

' mat jolt given him, or he shouldn't have fell. 
The captain laughed so immoderately, that he 

really gave me also a suspicion that he was not 
entirely innocent of the charge ; however, he dis
claimed it very peremptorily. 

Why then, continued she, if you didn't do that, 
why didn't you come to help us? 

Who, I ?-what, do you suppose I had forgot 
;I was an Englishman, a filthy, beastly English
aanP 

Very well, sir, very well; but I was a fool to 
eXJ>ect any better, for it's all of a piece with the 
.rest; you know, you wanted to fting me out of 
the coach window, the very first time ever I see 
10• ; but I'll never go to Ranelagh with you no 
ijaore. that I'm resolved; for, I dare say, if the 

ones bad runn 'd over me, as I laid in that nas
tlo.ea, 10u'd never have stirred a step to ~ave me. 
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Lord, no, to be sure, ma'am, not for the world ! 
I know your opinion of our nation too well, to 
affront you by supposing a Frenchman would 
want my assistance to protect you. Did you 
think that monseeJ· here and I had changed cha
racters, and that he should pop you into the mud, 
and I help you out of it? Ha! ha! ha ! 

0 very well, sir, laugh on, it's like your man
ners! however, if poor monsieur du Dois hadn't 
met with that unlucky accident himself I shouldn't 
have wanted nobody's help. 

0, I promise you, madam, you'd never have 
had mine ; I knew my distance better: and as to 
your being a little ducked, or so, why, to be sure, 
n~onaeer and you settled that between yourselves, 
so it was no business of mine. 

'Vhat, then, I suppose you want to make me 
believe as monsieur du Bois served me that trick 
o' purpose? 

On purpose ! ay, certainly: who ever doubted 
that? Do you think a Frenchman ever made a 
blunder? If he had been some clumsy footed 
English fellow, indeed, it might have been acci
dental : but what the devil signifies all your hop
ping and capering with your dancing masters, if 
you can't balance yourselves upright? 

In the midst of this dialogue, sir Clement Wil
loughby made his appearance. He affects to en
ter the house with the freedom of an old acquaint
ance ; and this very easiness, which, to me, is as· 
tonishing. is what most particularly recommends 
bim to the captain. Indeed, he 11eems very suc
cessfully to study all the humours of that gentle
man. 
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After having heartily welcomed him, You are 
just come in time, my boy, said he, to settle a. 
little matter of a dispute between this here gentle
woman and 1. Do you know she has been trying 
to persuade me, that she did not ah4ove half like 
the ducking 1nonseer gave her t'other night? 

I should have hoped, said sir Clement, with the 
utmost gravity, that the friendship snbsisted be
tween that lady and gen tlcman would have guard
ed them against auy action professedly disagree
able to each other; but proba.uly, they might not 
have discussed the matter pre\'iously; in which 
case the gentleman, I must own, seems to have 
been guilty of inattention, since. in my humble 
opinion, it was his business first to have inquired 
whether the lady preferred soft or hard ground, 
before he dropped her. 

0 very fine, gentlemen, very fine, cried madame 
Duval ; you may try to set us together by tl10 
ears as much ns you will ; but 1 'm not such an 
ignorant person as to be made a fool so ea~ily; so 
1ou need not talk no more about it, for I see in
to your desi~ns. 

Monsieur du Bois, who was just able to discover 
the subject upon which the conversation turned, 
made his defence, in French, with graat solemnity: 
he hoped, he said, that the company would, at 
least, acknowledge he did not come from a nation 
of brutes; and, consequently, that to wilfully of
fend llny lady, w:.s, to him, utterly impo.ssible : 
l»ut tha~, on the contrary, in endeavouring as was 
hia duty, to save and guard her, he had himself 
11ltfered, in a manner which he would forbear to 
nlaw, bllt which, he greatly apprehend.cl, he 
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her quanels with the captain ; but I soon found 
that her presence would have made very little al
teration ; for so far was I from daring to speak, 
that I knew not where even to look. 

The play was Love for Love ; and though it is 
fraught with wit and entertainment, I hope I shall 
never see it represented again ; for it is so ex
tremely indelicate-to use the softest word I can 
-that Miss Mirvan and I were perpetually out of 
countenance, and could neither make any obser
vations ourselves, nor venture to listen to those of 
othel'!l. This was the more provoking, as lord 
Orville was in excellent spirits, and exceedingl7 
entertaining. 

When the play was over, I flattered myself I 
should be able to look about me with less restraint, 
as we intended to stay the farce ; but the curtain 
had hardly dropped when the box door opened, 
and in came Mr. Love), the man by whose foppery 
and impertinence I was so much teased at the 
ball where I first aaw lord Orville. 

I turned aw.ay my bead, and began talking to 
Miss Mirvan ; for I was desirous to avoid speak
ing to him-but in vain ; for, a' soon as he had 
made his compliments to lord Orville and sir Cle
ment Willonghby, who returned them very coldly, 
he bent his head forward and said to me, I hope 
ma•am, you have enjoyed your health since I had 
the honour--1 beg ten thousand pardons, but, I 
protest I was going to say the honour of dancing 
with you-however, I mean the honour of seeing 
you dance. 

He spoke with a self-complacency that convinc• 
• me &hat he bad studied this addreu, by way 
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of making reprisals for my conduct at the ball ; I 
bowed slightly, but made no answer. 

After a short silence he again called my atten
tion,by saying. in an easy negligent way, I think, 
m:1.'am, you was never in town before ?-No, sir. 

So I did presume, Doubtless ma.'am, eYery 
thing must \le infinitely novel to you. Our cus
toms, our manners, and lcs etiquetles de von,q au
tres can have very little resemblance to those you 
have been used to. I imagine, ma'.1m, your retire
ment is at no very small distance ft·om the capital ? 

I was so much disconcerted at this sneering 
speech, that I sai-d not a word ; though I ever 
since thought. my vexation stimulated and de
lighted them. 

The air we breathe here, however, ma'am, con
tinued he, ver) conceitedly, though foreign to that 
you have been accu3tomed to, has not, I hope been 
at variance with your health? 

l\Ir. Lovel, s!lid lord Orville, could not your ege 
have spared that question? 

0, my lord, answered he, if loealth were the 
only cause ofa lady's bloom, my eye, I grant, had 
been infallible from the first glance ; but-

Come, come, cried Mrs. 1\lirvan, I must beg no 
insinuations, of that sort. Miss Anvilie's colour, 
as you have successfully tried, may, you see, bo 
heightened ; l1ut, I assure you, it would be paat 
:your skill to lessen it. 

'Pon honour, madam, returned he, you wrong 
me; I presumed not to infer that rou.ge was the 
only 11uccedaneum for health; but really I have 
known so many different causes for a lady's eo
lour, such as ftushing-anger--mauvaise konte 
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-and eo forth, that I never dared decide to which 
it may be owing. 

As to such causes as them there, cried the cap· 
tain, they must belong to those that they keep 
company with. 

Very true, captain, said Sir Clement: the na· 
tural complexion has nothing to do with occa
sional sallies of the passion, or any accidental 
causes. 

No, truly, returned the c:1ptain: for now here·s 
me, why I look like any other man, just now; 
and yet, if you were to put me in a passion, 'foro 
George you'd l.'oon see me have as fine a high co· 
Jour as any painted Jezebel in all this place, be 
she never so bedaubed. 

But, said Lord Orville, the difference of natural 
and of artificial colour seems to be Yery easily 
discerned; that of nature is mottled, and varying: 
that of art set, and too smooth ; it wants that 
animation, that glow, that indescribable somQ· 
thing, which even now that I see it, wholly sur• 
passes all my powers of expressiou. 

Your lordship, said sir Clement, is universally 
acknowledged to be a connoissieur in beauty. 

And you, sir Clement, returned he, an enthu· 
aiast. 

I am proud to own it, cried Clement; in such 
a cause, and before such objects, enthusiasm is 
aim ply the consequence of not being blind. 

Pr"ythee, a truce with all this palavering, cried 
the captain: the women are vain enough already; 
no need for to puff, 'em up more. 

We must all submit to the commanding officer, 
laid tir Clement : therefore, let ua call another 
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The curtain then drewup,aodour conversation 
ceased. Mr. Lovel, finding we chose to attend to 
the players, left the box. How strange it is, sir, 
that this man, not contented with the large share 
of foppery and nonsense which be has from nature, 
should think proper to affect yet more 1 for some
thing he said of Tattle and of Miss Prue, convin· 
ced me that be really had listened to the play, 
though he was so ridiculous and foolish as to pre
tend ignorance. 

But how malicious and impertinent is this craa
ture to talk to me in such a manner ! I am sore 
I hope I shall never see him again. I should have 
despised him heartily as a fop, had he neverspoken 
to me at all; but now, that ho thinks proper to 
resent his supposed ill usuage, I am really quite 
afraid of him. 

The entertainment was, The Deuce is in him; 
whic'b lord Orville observed to be the most finish
ed elegant petite piece that was ever written in 
English. 

In our way home, Mrs. 1\lirvan put me into 
some consternation by saying, it w'as t'vident,from 
the resentment which this Mr. Lovel harbours of 
my conduct, that he would think it a provocation 
sufficiently important for a duel, if his courage 
equalled his wrath. 

I am terrified at the very idea. Good Heaven! 
that a man so weak and frivolous should be so re
'fengeful ! However, if bravery would have ex• 
cited him to affront lord Orville, how much rea
ton have I to rejoice that cowardice malu;if him 
QOD&ellted •·ith venting his apleen upoa me! But 
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and could not at first imagine who they we1·e, 
looked so much astonished, that I was ready to 
laugh myself, till the eldest said, We're come to 
take you to the Opera, mtss; papa and my brother 
are below and we arc to ball for your grand mam
ma as we go along. 

I am very s11rry, answered J, that you should 
have t::~oken so much trouble, as I am engaged al
ready. 

Engaged! lord, l\Iiss, never mind that, cried 
the youngest; this young lady will make your 
excuses, 1 dare say; it':! only doing as one would 
be done hy, you lwow. 

Indeed, ma'am, said Miss Mirvan, I shall my
self be \'cry sorry to be deprh•ed of .Miss Anville's 
company this evening. 

Well, miss, that is not so very good-natured in 
yon, said Miss Branghton, considering we only 
come to give our cousin pleaure; it's no good to 
us; it's all upon her account; for we came I 
don't know how much round about to take her 
up. 

I am extremely obliged to you, said I, and very 
sorry you have lost so much time: but I cannot 
possibly help it, for I engaged myself without 
knowing you would call. 

Lord, what sil;nilies that? said 1\tiss Polly: 
you're no old maid, and so you neerl.'t be so very 
formal : be!!idcs, I dare say those you are eng-aged 
to arn t half so nearly related to you as we are. 

I must beg you not to press me any further, 
for I assure you it is not in my power to attend 
,you. 

b1, we r.ame all out of the city on purpose: 
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were 10 much affronted they would not hear me ; 
and, in great displeasure, left the room, saying, 
they would not have troubled me, only they 
thought I should not he so proud with my own 
relations, and that they bad at least as good a 
right to my company as strangers. 

I endeavoured to apologise, and would have "Bent 
a long message to madame Duval; but they has
tened away without listening to me; and I could 
not follow them down stairs, because I was not 
dressed. The last words I heard them say were, 
Well, her grandmamma. will be in a fine passion, 
that's one good thing. 

Madame dn Val called soon after the departure 
of the Misses Branghton's, and was quite in a 
rage at my declining to go to the opera ith her 
party; subsequently, however, l was induced to 
accompany her. On our way we took up the 
Branghton's, and having <trrived at the opera, 
were compelled to wander about for some time in 
consequence of none of on party lmowing the 
proper entrance. 

In a short time, however, we arrived at one of 
the door keeper's bars. l\lr. Branghton demand
ed for what part of the house they took money? 
The-y answered, the pit ; and regarded us all with 
great earnestness. The son then advancing, said, 
• Sir, if you please, I beg that I may treat miss. 

We'll settle that another time, answered :Mr. 
Brangbton, and put down a guinea. 

Two tickets of admission were given to him. 
Mr. Branghton, in his turn, now stared at the 

Aloor keeper, and demanded what he meant by 
":riDS hiJQ OD11 two tickets for a suiuea. 

H 



Only two, iir! aaid the man: why don't you 
know that the tickets are half a guinea each ? 

Half a guinea each! repeated Mr. Branghton, 
why I never heard of such a thing in my life ! 
.And pray, sir, how many will they admit? 

Just as usual, sir, one person each. 
But one person for half a guinea !-why, I only 

want to sit in the pit, friend. 
Had not the ladies better sit in the gallery, air; 

for they'll hardly choose to go into the pit with 
their hats on ? 

0, as to that, cried Miss Branghton, if our bata 
are too high, we'll take them off when we get in. 
I shan't mmd it, for I did my hair on purpose. 

Another party then approaching, the door keep
er cottld no longer attend to Mr. Branghton, 
who taking up the guinea, told him it should be 
long enough before he'd see it again, and walked 
away. 

The young ladies, in some confusion, expressed 
their surprise that heir papa should not know the 
opera prices, which, for their parts, they had read 
in the papers a thousand times. 

The price of stocks, said he, is enough for me 
to see after ; and I took it for granted that it was 
the same thing here as at the play house. 

I knew well enough what the price was, said 
the son ; but I would not speak, because I 
thought as we were so large a party they would 
take less. 

The sisters both laughed veey contemptuously 
at the idea, and asked him ir be ever heard of 
people's abating any thing at a ptiblic place P 

l d.on 't kDow whe&bet I bavo tr :110, auw61'111 
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he; but I am sure if they would, yoa'd like it ao 
much the worAe. 

Very true, Tom, cried Mr. Branghton ; tell a 
woman that any thing is reasonable, and she'll be 
sure to hate it. 

Well. said :Miss Polly, I l10pe that aunt and 
miss will be of our own side. for papa always takes 
part with Tom. 

Come, come, cried madame Duval, if you stand 
talking here, we sha'nt get no plctce at all. 

Mr. Brangbton then inquired the way to the gal
lery; and when we came to the door-keeper, de
manded what was to pay. 

Then give me change, cried Mr. Branghton, 
aga{n putting down his guinea. 

For how many, Bir? 
Why-let'il see-for six. 
For six, sir, why you've given me but u guinea. 
But a guinea; why, how much would you have? 

I suppose it is'n't half-a-guinea a piece here too? 
No sir, only five shilling. 
1\Jr. Branghton again took up his unfortunate 

guinea, and protested that he would submit to no 
such imposition. I then proposed that we should 
return home, but :\tadamP Duval would not con
sent, and we were conducted, by a woman who 
sells books of the opera, to another gallery door, 
where after some disputing, Mr. Branghton at labt 
pai,., and we all went up stairs. 

Madame Duval complained very much of the 
trouble of goin~ so high; but Mr. Branghton de
sired her not to hold the place too cheap; for 
whatever ,)'OU think, cried he, I assure you I paid 
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pit price; 10 don't suppose I came here to MTI my 
money. 

Well to be sure, said Miss Branghton, there'• 
no judging of a place by the outside, else, I mud 
needs say, there's nothing very extraordinary ia 
the staircase. 

But when we entered the gallery, their~ 
ment and disappointment became general. Fn 
a few instants they looked at one another wit'laoGt 
speaking, and then they all broke silence at o1lce. 

Lord, papa, exclaimed Miss Polly; why yo1l 
have brought us to the one shilling gallery t 

I'll be glad to give you two shillings, thoug 
answered be, to pay. I was never so fooled oUt 
of my money before, since the hour of my 
Either the door keeper's a knave, or this is 
greatest imposition that ever was put upon 
public! 

Ma foi, cried madame Duval, I navel' sat 
such a mean place in all my life ;-why, its aa 
-we sha'n't see nothing. 

I thought at the time, said Mr. 
that three shillings was an excellent price 
place in the gallery ; b !4t as we bad been 
so much at the other doors, why I paid it 
many words; but then, to be sure, thiqka I, 
never be like any other gallery; we shall see 
crinkum cranltum or other for our maoey' 
find it's as arrd.nt a take in as I met witbo 

Why, it's as like the twelve-.peDny-atLIIel'f':.lllll 
Drnry La.n, cried the son, aFtftpeaa are to 
another. I never knew father bit so before. 

Lord, laid ifiss B~, f ~ght t• 
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haYe been quite a fine place,-all over, I don't 
know wl1at,-and done quite in taste. 

I this manner they continued to express their 
dissatisfaction till the curtain drew up; after which 
their observations were very curious. They made 
no allowance for the c•ustorns, or even for the lan
gu~ge,ofanother country ; but formed all their re
marks upon the comparisons with the English 
theatre. . 

Notwithstanding my vexation at having been 
forced into a party so very disagreeable, and that 
too, from one so much-so very much the con
trary-yet would they have suffered me to listen, 
I should have forgotten every thing unpleasant, 
and felt nothing but delight in l.earing the sweet 
'\'oice of Signor 1\Iillico, the first singer ; but they 
tormented me with continual talking. 

What ajahberingtbey make! cried l\Ir. Brangh
ton ; there's no knowing a word they say. Pray 
what's the reason they can't as well sing in Eng
lish ?-but I suppose the fine folks would not liko 
it, if they could understand it. 

How unnatural their action is! said the son; 
why, now, ho ever saw an Englishman put him
:sel( in such out of the-way postures? 

For my part, said Miss Polly, I think it's vc;ry 
pretty, only I don't know what it means. 

Lord, what doeR that signify? cried her sister, 
mayn't one like a thing without being so very par
ticular s-You may see that Miss likes it, and I 
don't suppose she knows more of the matter than 
v.·e do. 

A gentleman, soon after, was so obliging as to 
make room in the front row for 1\Iiss Branghton 
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and me. We had no sooner seated oul'Selv~ 
than Miss Brangbton exclaimed, O.ood gracious ! 
only see !-why, Polly, all the people in the pit 
are without hats, dressed like any thing! 

Lord, so they are !·-cried Miss Polly: well, I 
never saw the like !- it's worth coming to the 
opera if one saw nothing else. 

I was then able to distinguish the happy party I 
had left ; and I say that lord Orville had seated 
himself next to Mrs. :Mirvan. Sir Clement had hli 
eyes perpetually cast towards the five shilling gal· 
lery, where I suppose he concluded that we wen, 
seated ; however, before the opera was over, I 
have reason to believe that be bad discovered me, 
high and distant as I was from him. Probably he 
distinguished me by my bead dress. 

At the end of the first act, as the green curtain 
dropped to prepare for the dance, they imagined 
that the opera was done; and Mr. Branghton ex• 
pressed great indignation that be bad been tricked 
out of his money with so little trouble. Now, 
any Englishman was to do such an impu1der1fi 
thing as this, said he, why, he'd be 
but here, one of theae outlandish ge may do 
just what be pleases, and come on, an queak o~ 
a song or two and then pocket your money wltli· 
out further ceremony. 

However, so determined he was to be dis-.~ 
fied, that before the conclusion of the third act he 
found still more fault with the opera for being toO' 
long ; and wondered whether they thought theit 
singing good enough to serve fctr nppel'. 

During the symphony of a of signor 
eo's, in the aeoond. act, youg !'~'• Bt~aa.t!thti~m ~-~;~I 



JU 

It's my belief that fellow's going to 1in~ anothe 
song! why there's nothing but singing!- I won· • 
der when tl.ey'll ~peak : 

This song, which was slow and patltetic, cnught 
all my attention, and I leaned my head forward 
to a,·oid hearing their observations, that I might 
listen without interruption : hut upon turning 
round, when the song was over, I found that I was 
the object of general diversion to the whole party; 
for the :\liss Branghtons w~re tittering, and the 
two gentlemen making signs and faces at me, im
plyiflg thQir contempt of my affectation. 

This discovery determined me to appear as inat
tentive as themselves: but I was ve't'y much pro
voked at being thus prevented enjoying the only 
pleasure, which, in such a party, was within my 
power. 

So, Miss, said 1\Ir. Branghton, you't·e quite in 
the fashion, I see ; so you like operas? well I'm 
not so pohte; I can't like a nonsem;e, let it be 
never so much the taste. 

But pray, :Miss, said the son, what makes that 
fellow look so doleful wl1ilc be is singing? 

Probably because the character he performs is 
in distress. 

Why, then, I think he might as well let alone 
singing till be's in a better cue: its out of all na
ture for a man to be piping when he's in distress. 
For my part, I never sing but when I'm merry; 
yet I love a song as well as most people. 

When the curtain dropped they all rejoiced. 
How do J,'O~t like it?-and how do you like it? 

passed from one to another with looks of the ut
most contempt. As for me said Mr. Branghton, 
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they've caught me once; but if ever they do again 
I'll give them leave to sing me to Bedlam for my 
pains; for such a heap of stuff never did I hear: 
tber3 is'nt one ounce of sense in the whole opera, 
nothing but one continued squeaking and squall
ing from beginning to end. 

If I had been in this pit, said Madame Duval, 
I should have liked it vastly, for music is my pu
sion; but sitting in such a place as this, is quite 
unbearable. 

Miss tBranghton, looking at me, declared that 
she was not genteel enough to admire it. 

Miss Polly confessed, that, if they would but 
sing English, she would like it very well. 

The b1·other wiRhed he could raise a riot in the 
house, because then he might get his money again. 

And finally, they all agreed that it was ?no1~-
8trou& deo.r. 

During the last dance I perceived standing near 
the gallery door Sir Clement Willoughhy. I was 
extremely Vl\xed, and would have given the world 
to have avoided being seen by him; my chief ob• 
jection was. from the apprehension that he would 
hear l\iiss Branghton call me cousin-1 fear you 
will think this London journey has made me gra• 
very proud: but indeed this family is so low-bred 
and vulgar, that I should he equally ashamed of 
auch a connexion in the country, or any where • 
.And really I had already been so muoh chagrined 
that Sir Clement had been a witneR of Madaid 
Duvll.l's power over me, that I conld not bear to 
be exposed to any further mortiftoation. 

As the seats cleared, by parties going away, sir 
Clement approached nearer to U. Tile :Miaa 
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Bra.ngbtona observed with surprise, what a fine 
gentleman was come into the gallery; and they 
gave me great reason to expect, that they would 
endeaYour to attract his notice. by familiarity 
with me, whenever he should join us; and so 1 
formed a sort of plan to prevent any conversation. 
1 'm afraid you will think it wrong : and so do I 
myael£ now;-bnt at the time I only considered 
how 1 might avoid immediate humiliation. 

As soon as he was within two seats of us, he 
spoke to me: I am very happy, 1\liss Anville, to 
have found you, for the ladies below have each an 
bumble attendant, and therefore I am come to 
offer my services here. 

Why, then, cried I (not without hesitating) if 
you please,- I will join them. 

Will you allow me the honour of conducting 
you? cried he, eagerly; and instantly taking my 
band, he would have marched away with me: but 
1 turned to madame Duval, and said, As our party 
is 10 large, madam, if you will give me leave, I 
will go down to Mrs. ~Hrvan, that I may not 
crowd you in the coach. 

And then, without waiting for an answer, I suf
fered air Clement to hand me out of the gallery. 

Madame Duval, I doubt no,, will be very angry; 
and so I am with myself now, and therefore I can
not be surprised: but Mr. Branghton, I am sure, 
will eaaily comfort himself, in having escaped the 
additional coach expense of carrying me to Queen 
Ann street: as to his daughters, they had no time 
to speak; but I perceived they were in utteramaze-
JDent. 

1 ja1enUon waa to join Mrs. Mirvu, and ac· 





with an air apd voice of IUl't>rlse, said, Good God, 
do I see Mi1111 Anville ! · 

I now most severely felt the folly of my plan, 
and the awkwardness Af my situation ; however, 
I hastened to tell him, though in a hesitating 
manner, that I was waiting for Mrs. Mirvan : but 
what was my disappointment, when he acquainted 
me that she was alreatiy gone home ! 

I was inexpressibly distressed; to suffer lord Or
villa to think me satisfied with the single protec
tion of sir Clement Willoughby, I could not bear; 
;yet I was more than ever averse to retuming to a 
party which I dreaded his seeing. I stood some 
moments in suspense, and could not help ex.
clp.iming, Good H£'8.vens ! what can I do ? 

Why, my dear madam, cried sir Clement, should 
;you be thu11 uneasy ?-you will reach Queen Anne 
atreet almost as soon as Mrs. Mirvan, and I am 
sure you cannot doubt being as safe. 

I made no answer, and lord Orville then said, 
My eoach i~ here; and my servants are ready to 
take any commands Miss Anville will honour me 
with for them. I shall myself go home in a chair, 
and therefore-

How grateful did· I feel for a proposal so consi
derate, and made with so mu oh delicacy! I should 
gladly have accepted it, had I been permitted, but 
sir Clement would not let him even finish his 
speech: he interrupted him with evident displea
I'Clre, and said, My lord, my own chariot is now at 
the door. 

And just then the serYant came and told him 
the carriage was ready. He begged to have the 
honour of conducting me to it, and woulcf have 
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taken my hand ; but I drew it back, aaying, I 
can·t-I can't indeed! Pray, go by yourself-and 
as to me, let me have a chair. 

Impossible! cried he with vehemence; I <'.an
not think of trusting you with strange cha.irman, 
-I cannot answer it to Mrs. Mirvan :-come, deat
madam, we shall be home in five m~nutes. 

Again I stood suspended. With what joy would 
I then have compromised with my pride, to have 
been once more with madam Duval and the 
Branghtons, provided I had not met with lord 
Orville ; However, I flatter myself that he not 
only saw but pitied my embarrassment; for he 
said in a tone of voice unusually softened, To oft'er 
my services in the presence of sir Clement Wil .. 
Ioughby would be superfluous; Lut I hope I need 
not assure Miss Anville how happy it would make 
me to be of the least use to her. 

I courtesied my thanks. Sir Clement, with 
great earnestness, pressed me to go ; and while I 
was thus uneasily deliberating what to do, the 
d?.nce, I suppose, finished, for the people crowded 
down stairs. Had lord Orville then repeated his 
offer. 1 would have accepted it, notwithstandins 
sir Clement"s repugnance; hut I fancy he thought 
it would be impertinent. In a very few minutes 
I heard madame Duval's voice, as she descended 
from the gallery. Well, cried I, hastily, if I must 
go--1 stopped : but sir Clement immediately 
handed me into his chariot, called out Queen-Ann• 
street, and then jumped in himaelf. Lord Orville, 
with a bow and a half smile, wished me good 
night. 

My concern was so great at being HeD and let\ 
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I by lord Orville in so strange a situation, that I 
1d llhould have been best pleased to have remained 

wholly silent during our rirle home; but sir Cle· 
tncnt took care to prevent this. 

He began by making many complaints of my 
unwillingness to trust myself with him, and beg· 
ged to know what could be the reason. This 
I'J.Uestion 110 much embarrassed me, that I could 
not tell what to answer; but only said I wall sorry 
to have taken up so much of his time. 

0 Miss Anville, crie«l he, taking my hand, if 
you knew with what transport I would dedicate 
to you not only the present but all the future 
time allotted to me, you would not injure me by 
making such an apology. 

I could not think of a work to say to this, nor 
to a great many other equally fine speeches with 
which he ran on ; though I \Vould fain have with· 
drawn my hand, and made almost eontinual at· 
tempts; but in vain, for he actually grasped it 
between both his, without any re~ard to my 
resistance. 

Soon after, he said that he believed the coach· 
man was going the wrong way; and he called to 
his servant, and gave him directions. Then again 
addresing himself to me, How often, how assidu
ously have I sought an opportunity of speaking to 
you, without the presence of that brute, captain 
.Mirvan ! Fortune has now kindly favoured me 
with ono ; and permit me, again seizing my hand, 
permit me to use it in telling you that I adore 
;you. 

I was quite thunderstruck at this abrupt and 
unexpected decl~ratioa, For some moments I 
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was silent ; but when I recovered from my aur
prise, I said, Indeed, sir, if you were determined 
to make me repent lea,ing my own party so 
foolishly, you haYe very well succeeded. 

My dearest life, cried he, is it possible you can 
be so cruel? Can you nature and your counte
nance be so totally opposite ? Can the sweet 
bloom upon these charming cheeks, whi!.!h appears 
as much the result of good humour as of beauty. 

0, Sir, cried I, interrupting him, this is very; 
fine; but I bad hoped we had enough of this 
sort of conversation at the ridotto, and I did not 
expect you would so soon resume it. 

What I then said, my sweet reproacher, was the 
effect of a mistake, a profane idea, that your under
standing held no competition with your beauty; 
but now, now that I find you equally incomparable 
in both, all words, all powers of speech, are too 
feeble to express the admiration I feel ot your 
excellences. 

Indeed, cried I, if your thoughts had any con
nexion with your language, you would never sup
pose t bat I could give credit to praise so very 
much above my desert. 

This speech which I made very gravely, occa
sioned still stronger protestations ; which he con• 
tinued to pour forth, and I continued to disclaim, 
till I began to wonder that we were not in Queen• 
Ann street, and begged he would desire the coach• 
man to drive faster. 

And does this little moment, cried he, which 
is the first of happiness I have ever known, does 
it already appear so ver1 long to you P 

I aDl afraid tho JDaD baa mii&Akoll hW wa:, 
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alliWered I, or &lee we ahould .,re now have been 
at our jou y's end. I must beg you will speak 
to him. 

And oan you think me so much my own enemy! 
-if my good genius has inspired the man with a 
desire of prolonging my happinese, can you expect 
that I should counteract its iMulgence P 

I now began to apprehend that be had himself 
ordered the man to go a wrong way; and I was so 
much alarmed at the idea, that, the very btstant 
it occurred to me, I let down the glass, and ID&de 
a sudden eft'ort to open the chariot door myself, 
with a view of jumping into the street; but he 
caught hold of me, exclaiming, For Heaven'ssake 
what is the matter? 

1-1 don't know, cried I (quite out of breath). 
I cannot imagine what you apprehend. Surely 

you can have no doubts of my honour? 
He drew me towards him as he spoke. I was 

hightened dreadfully, and could hardly say, No, 
air, no,-none at all ; only Mrs. Mirvan,-1 think 
she will be uneasy. 

Wbence this alarm, my dearest angel ?-what 
can you fear ?-My life is at your devution, and 
can you then doubt my protection P 

.And ao saying, he passionately ki81ed my hand, 
Never, in my whole lite, have I been so terrified. 

I broke forcihly from him, and, putting my head 
out of the window, called aloud to the man to 
stop.-Where we then were, I know not ; but I 
aaw hot a human being, or I should called for 
h~p • 

.Sir Cletnent, with gre4t earnestnesa1 endMYObr-
~ ail4 COlD polO Die i 1f 1fiiJ io 80& i• 
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tend to murder me, cried I, for mercy'• for pitt• 
sake, let me get out ! 

Compose your spirits, my deares fe, cried be, 
and I will do every thing you would have me. 
And then be called to the man himself, and bid 
him make baste to Queen-Ann-Street. Tbil 
stupid fellow, continued he, has certainly mistaken 
my orders; but I hope you are now fully satisfied. 

I made no answer, but kept my bead at fhe 
window, watching which way he drove, but with· 
out any comfort to myself, I was quite unacquaint
cd with either the right or the wrong. 

Sir Clement now poured forth abundant pro
testations of honour, and asiurances of respect, 
entreating my pardon for having offended me, 
and beseeching my good opinion ; but I was quite 
silent, having too much apprehension to 
reproaches, and too much anger to speak wrtnt)Uli•• 

In this manner we went through several 
till at last, to my great terror, he sud 
ed the man to stop, and said, Miss 
are now within twenty yards of your 
I cannot bear to part with you, till you geneii'OUIIf1. 
forgive me for the offence you have taken, 
promise not to make it known to the Mirvans. 

I hesitated between fear and indignation. 
Your reluctance to speak redoubles my 

· tion for having displeased you, since it shows 
reliance 1 might have on a promise whlch 
will not give without consideration. 

I am very, very much distressed, cried I; 
ask a promise which you muat 1M sensible I 
uot to grant, and yet dAI'e no& ~ase. 

Drive on 1 cried he to the OO&Ohmau_. 
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Anville, I will not compelJOU ; I will exact no 
p-qmise, b trust wholly to y011r generosity. 

This rather softened me; wbtch advantage he 
llO sooner perceived than he ;letermined to avail 
flimself of; for he flun~ himself upon his knees, 
and pleaded with so much submiasion that I was 
reall7 obliged to forgive him, because bis humili
ation made me quite ashamed ; and, after that, 
be would not let me rest till I ga.ve him my word 
that I would not complain of him to Mrs. Mirvan. 

My own folly and pride, which had put me in 
his power, were pleas which I could not but at
tend to in his faYour. Howe\'or, I shall take 
very particular care never to be again alone with 
bim. 

When, at last, we arrived at our bonse, I was 
JO overjoyed, that I should eertainly have par
dcmed him then. if I had not before. As he 
!Janded me up stairs, he scolded his servant aloud, 
-.nd vel"y angrily. for having gone so much out of 
the way.-:\Hss Mirvan ran out to meet me ;
ap4 who should I see behind her, but lord Or
ville! 

All my joy now vanished, and gave place to.· 
shame and confusion ~ for I could not endure that 
~e .-houlu know how long a time Sir Clement and 
1 )lad been together, since I was not at liberty to 
a•gn any l"eason for it. 

'They all expressed great s~tisf'action at seeing 
IDt • and said tl1ey had been e:~:tremely uneasy 

ttd !JUrprised that I wn.s ~o long coming home, as 
t hs.d heard from lord Orville that I was not 

"'._~::m~~ada:.=:me Dnval. s:r Clement, in an &tl'ect-
1 
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e:l passion, said, tl1at his booby of a servant bad 
misunderstood his orders, and was Moiving us to 
the upper end of Piccadilly. For my part, I only 
coloured; for though I would not forfeit my word, 
I yet disdained to confirm a tale in which I had 
myself no belief. 

Lord Orville, with great politeness, congrnta
lated me, that all the troubles of the evening bad 
so happily ended : and said that be had found it 
impossible to return home, before he inquired af· 
ter my sa.fety. 

In a very short time he took his leave, and sh
Clement followerl him. As soon as they were 
gone, Mrs. Mir\·an, though with great softness, 
blamed me for having quittecl madame Duvat. 
I assured her and with truth, that for the future 
I would bo more prudent. 

The advcntur~::s of the evening so much discon· 
certe:l me, that I could not sleep all might. I 
am under the most cruel apprehensions lest lord 
Or\·ille should 11uppose my being on the gallet'y 
stair.i with sir Clement was a conccrred scheme, 
and even that our continuing so long together-in 
his chariot was with my approbation, since I did 
not say a word on the subject, nor expre!l!l any 
dissatisfaction at the coachman's pretended blall• 
der. 

Yet his coming hither to wait our artival 
though it seems to imply some doubt, shows &~ 
some anxiety. Indeed, miss Mirvan says. that lfe 
appeared extremely anxious, nay, uneasy and im
patient for my return. If I did not fear to fbd
ter myself, I should think lt not i~J~poeetble ll«t 
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that he had a suspicion of sir Clement's design, 
and was therefore concerned for my safety. 

What a long letter is this! However I shall 
not write many more from London ; for the cap
tain said this morning, that he would leave town 
on Tuesday next. .:\ladame Duval will rline hero 
to day, and then she is to be told his intention. 

I am very much amazed that she accepted l\lrs. 
M1rvan's invitation as she wa!l in !luch wrath yes· 
terday. I fear that to·day I myself shall be the 
principal object of het· displea~ure; but I must 
submit patiently, for I cannot defend myself. 

Adieu, my dearest sir. Should this letter be 
productive of any unea~inPss to you, more than 
ever aball I repent the needless imprudence which 
it r~cites. 

E'l.·elina i1~ continuation. 
Monday morning, April 18. 

MRs. l\hR\'AN has just communieated to me an 
anecdote concerning lord Ornllr, which has much 
surprised, half pleased, and half pained me. 

While they were sitting together during the 
opera, be told her that he had heen greatly con
cerned at the impertinence whieh the youn~ lady 
under her protection had suffered from Mr. Lovel; 
but that he had the pleasure of assul'ing- her, that 
she had no future disturbance to apprehend from 
him. 

Mrs. Mirvan, with l!rcat eagerness, begged he 
l\'ould explain himself~ and said she hoped he had 
not thought 110 in11ignificant an affair worthy of his 
serious attention. 
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' There is nothing, answered he, which requires 
more immediate notice than impertinence, for it 
ever encroaches when it is tolerated. He then 
added, that he believeci he ought to apologise for 
the liberty he had taken in interfering: but thMt 
&!I he regarded himself in the light of a party co~ 
cerned, from having bad the honour of dancigg 
with miRs Anville, he could not possibly reconoile 
to himself a patient neutrality. 

He thfm procee•led to tell her, that he had 
waited upon i\lr. Lovel the morning after the 
play; that the vt~>it had proved an amicable on.~ 
but the particulars were neither entertaining nor 
necessary; he ouly assured her, miss ,AnviUe 
might ue perfectly easy, ~<ince I\! r. Lovel had ea• 
gtged his honour never to mention, .or even to 
hint at what had passed at Mrs. Stanley's assem• 
bly. 

Mrs. Mirvan expres~ed her satisfaction at thia 
c:mclusion, and thanked him for his polite atten• 
ti.on to her youn~ f1·iend. 

It would be nel'dlcss, said he, to request tbat. 
this affair may neve1· transpire, since Mrs. Mir"atf 
cmnot but see the neces~ity of keeping it inviol,... 
blj secret; but I thought It incumbent upo~ me, 
as the young lady is unde1· your prolectiQn, td 
a~~aure both you and her of l\4.1'. Lovel's future r,_ 
spect. 

Had I known of this visit previous to Lord Or 
viHe's making it, what dJ·eadl'ul uneasiness would 
it have cost me ! Yet that he should so inach 
int\!rest himself in securing me from offence,gi,., 
me, I must own, an internal pleasure, great4r 
than I can express : for I feared he had too COil-
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temptuous an opinion of me to take any trouble 
upon my account. Though, after all, this inter
ference mi~ht ratl1er be to satisfy his own deli
cacy, than from tilinkin~ well of me. 

But how cool, how quiet is true courage ! ·who, 
from seeing lord Orville at the play, would lla,·e 
imagined hi resentment would have hazarded his 
life ? yet l1is di plea!'ure was evident, though his 
real bravery and his politeness equally guarded 
him from entering into any discussion in our pre
sence. 

Madame Duval, as I expected. was most terri
bly angry yesterday; she scolded me for I believe 
two hours, on account of having left her; and 
protested she had been so much surprised at my 
going without giving her time to answer, that she 
}Jardly knew whether she was awal{e or asleep. 
But she assured me that if ever I did so again, 
she would never more take me into public. And 
she expreg ed an equal degree of displea~ure 
against sir Clement, because he had not even 
spoken to her, and because he '~as always of the 
captain's side in nn argument. The captain, as 
bound in honour, warmly defended him, and then 
followed a dispute in tl1e u ual style. 

After dinner, l\'lrs . .Mirmn introduced the sub
jcet of our leaving London. Madame Duval said 
she should stay a month or two longer. The 
captain told her she was welcome, but that ho 
and his family hould go into the country on 
Tuesday morning. 

A most disagreeable scene followed. Madame 
Duval insisted upon keeping me with l1er; but 
:Mrs. Mirvan said, that as I was actually engaged 
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on a visit to Lady Howard, who bad only con
seated to myleavin~ her for a few days, she could 
not think of returning without me. 

Perhaps, if the captain had not interfered, the 
good-breeding and mildness of Mrs. Mirvan might 
have had some effect upon madame Duval; but 
be passes no opportunity or provoking her; and 
therefore made so many gross and rude speechea, 
all of which she retorted, tha~ in conclusion, she 
vowed she would sooner go to law in right of her 
relationship, than that 1 should be taken away 
from her. 

I heard this account from Mrs. Mirvan, who 
was so kindly considerate as to give me a pre• 
tence for quitting the room as soon as this dla• 
pute began, lest Madama Duva.l should refer to 
me, and insist on my obedience. 

'The final result of this conversation was, that 
to soften matters for the present, madame Duval 
should make one of the party to Howard Grove, 
whither we were positively to go next WedneS
day. And though we were none of us satisfied 
with this plan, we knew not how to form a better. 
Mrs. Mirvan is now writing to Lady Howard, tO 
excuse bringing this unexpected guest, and p~ 
vent the disagreeable surprise which must othe,. 
wise attend her reception. This dear lady se_. 
eternally studying my happiness and advantage. 

To-night, we go to the Pantheon, which is $W 
last diversion we shall partake of in London; tor 
to morrow--

* * * 
This moment, my 

your kind letter. 

* * • 
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It you thought us too dissipated the first week• 
I almost fear to know what you will think of us 
this second ; however, the Pantheon this evening 
will probably be the last publio place which I 
shall ever see. 

The as urance of your support and protection 
in regard to madame Duval, though what I never 
doubted, excites my utmost gratitude. How, in
deed, cherished under your roof, the unhappy ob
ject of your constant indulgence, how could I 
have borne to become the slave or her tyrannical 
humours :-Pardon me that I speak so hardly of 
her; but whenever the idea of passing my days 
with l1er occurs to mP, the comparison which 
naturally follow~, takes from me all that forbear
ance wllich I bPlieve, I owe her. 

You are already displeased with sir Clement : 
to be sure, then, his behaviour after the opera 
will not malw his peace with you. Indeed the 
more I reflect upon it the more angry I am. I 
was entirely in his power, and it was cruel in him 
to cause me so much terror. 

0, my dearest sir, were I but worthy the pray· 
ers and the wishes you offer for me, the utmost 
ambition or my heart would be fully satisfied ! 
but I greatly fear you will find me, now that I 
am out of the reach of your assisting prudence, 
more weak and imperfect than you could have ex
pected. 

I have not now time to write another word, 
lol' I must immediately hasten to dress for the 
eveoing. 
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Evelina in continuation. 
Queen-Ann street, Tuesday, April 19. 

THRRB is something to me half melancholy in 
writing an account of our last adventures in Loli• 
don. However, as this day is merely appropriate4 
to packing and preparations for our journey, an4 
as I sh:~.ll shortly have no more adventures to 
write, I think I may as well complete my own 
journal at once ; and, when you have it altogea 
ther, I hope, my dear sir, you will send me youP 
observations and thoughts upon it to Hgward 
Grove. 

About eight o'clock we went to the Pantheon. 
I was extremely struck with the beauty of the 
building, which greatly surpassed whatever I 
could have expected or imagined. Yet it has 
more thP appearance of a chapel than of a place 
of diversion ; and, though I was quite charmed 
with the magnificence of the room, I felt that I 
could not be as gay and thoughtless there as at 
Ranelagh ; for there is something in it which ra• 
ther inspires awe and solemnity tban mirth and 
pleasure. However, perhaps, it may only have 
this effect upon such a novice as myself. 

I should have said, that our party consisted 
only of captain, Mrs. and Miss Mirvan, as ma• 
dame Duval spent the day in the city :-which I 
own I could not lament. 

There was a great deal of company: but the 
first person we saw was sir Clement Willoughby. 
He addressed us with his usual eaae, and joined 
us for the whole evening. 1 felt IDJieU ~ery 11D• 
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easy in his presence ; for I could not look at him, 
nor hear him speak, without recollecting the cha
riot adventure; but, to my great amazement, I 
observed that he looked at me without the least 
apparent di!!composure, though, certainly, lJe 
ought not to think of his btlhaviour without 
blushing. I really wish 1 had not forgiven him, 
and then he would not have ventured to speak to 
me any more. 

There wa!l an exceeding good concert, hut too 
much talking to hear it well. Jndeed I am quite 
astonished to find how little mu~ic is attended to 
in silence ; for though every body seems to ad
mire, hardly any body listens. 

\Vhcn we returned home, we were all low 
spirited. The evening's entertainment had dis
pleased the captain: and his displeasure, 1 be
lieve, disconcerted us all. 

And here I thought to have concluded my let
ter; but, to my great surprise, just now we haa 
a visit from lord Orville. He called, he !laid, to 
pay Lis respects to us before we left town, and 
made many inquiries concerning our return; and 
when l\lrs. l\lin·an told him we were "going into 
the country without any view of again quitting it, 
he expressed his concern in such terms-so po
lite, so flattering, so serious-that I could hardly 
forbear being sorry myself. ·were I to go imme • 
diately to Berry Hill, J am sure I should feel no
thing but joy ;-but, now we are joined by this 
captain and by madame Duval, I must own, I 
expect very little pleasure at Howard Grove. 

Before lord Orville went, Sir Clement Wil
loughby ealled. He was more grave than I had 
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ever seen him ; and made several attempts to 
speak to me in a low voice, and to assure me that 
his regret upon the occasion of our journey was 
entirely upon my account. But I was not in 
spirits, and could not dare to be teased by him. 
However, he has so well paid his court to caP;: 
tain Mirvin. that be gave him a hearty invitation 
to the Grove. At this he b1·ightened,-and just 
then lord Orville left. 

No doubt but he was disgusted at this ill-timed, 
ill-bred partiality; for surely it was very wro~ 
to make an invitation before lord Orville in which 
he was not included ! I was so much chagrined, 
that, as he went, I left the room ; and 1 shall 
not go down stairs till sir Clement has left. 

Lord Orville cannot but observe his assiduous 
endeavours to ingratiate himself into my favour; 
and does not this extravagant civility of captain 
Mirvan give him reason to suppose that it meets 
with our genet·al approbation? I cannot think 
upon this subject without iuexpressible uneasi· 
ness; and yet I can think of nothing else. 

Adieu, my dearest sir. Pray write to me im
mediately. How many long letters has this ont. 
short fortnight produced ! More than I ma7 
probably ever write again. I fear I shall have: 
tired you with reading them : but you will now: 
have time to rest, for I shall find but little to u.J 
in future. 

And now, most honoured sir, with all the folli«t~ 
and imperfections which I have thus faithfully ~ 
counted, can you, and with unabated kindn
suft'er me to aign myself 

Your dutiful and most afl'ectionate 
EVELINA? 
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Mr. Villars to Evelina. 
Berry Hill, April 22. 

How much do I rejoice that I can again address 
my letters to Iloward Grove ! My Evelina would 
have grieved had she known the anxiety of my 
mind during her residence in the great world. 
My apprehensions have been inexpressibly alarm
ing; and your journal, at once exciting and re
lieving my fears, has almost wholly occupied me 
since the time of your dating it from London, 

Sir Clement Willoughby must be an artful de
signing man; I am extrem~ly irritated at his con
duct. The passion he pretends for you has nei
ther sincerity nor honour; the manner and the 
opportunities he has chosen to declare it, are 
bordering upon insult. 

Hia unworthy behaviour after the opera con
vinces me, that had not your vehemence frighten
ed him, Queen Anne-atreet would have heen the 
last place whither he would have ordered his 
chariot. 0, my child, how thankful I am for your 
escape! I need not now, I am sure. enlarge upon 
your indiscretion and want of thought, in 80 

hastily trusting yourself with a man 80 little 
known to you, and whose gaiety and flightiness 
should have put you on your guard. 

The nobleman you met in the Pantheon, bold 
and forward as you describe him to be, gives me 
no apprehension ; no man who appears so openly 
licentious, and who makes his attack with so little 
regard to decorum, is one who, to a mind such as 



140 liVBLINA. 

my Evelina's, can never be seen but with the dis
gust which his manners ought to excite. 

But Sir Clement, though he seeks occasion to 
give real offence, contrives to avoid all appearances 
of intentional evil. He is far more dangerous, 
because more artful: but I am happy to observe 
that he seems to have made no impression upo.,. 
your heart; and therefore a very little care and 
prudence may secure you from those designs whioh 
I fear he haCJ formed. 

Lord Orville seems to be of a better order of 
beings. HiM spirited conduct to the meanly im
pertinent Love!, and his anxiety for you after the 
opera, prove him to be a man of sense and of feel
ing. Doubtless he thought there was much rea
son to tremble for your safety while exposed to 
the power of Sir Clement; and he acted with a 
regard to real honour, that will always incline me 
to think well of him, in so immediately acquaint• 
ing the Mirvan family of your situation. Many 
men of this age, from a false and pretended deli .. 
cacy to a frieml, would have quietly pursued 
own affairs, and thought it more honourable t«J 
leave an unsuspecting young creature to the merw 
cy of a libertine, than to risk his displeasure- b1 
taking measures for her security. 

Your evident concern at leaving London is 
natural, and yet it affiicts me. I ever dPP.JlUIIU )('Wl 
your being too much pleased with a life of diuip&
tion, which youth and vivacity render but too 
alluring; and I almost regret the C()nsent of 
journey, which I had not the resolution to 
hold • 

.Alas, my child, the artleuness ofyour nature, 
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and the simplicity of your education, alike unfit 
you for the thorny paths of the great and busy 
world. The supposed obscurity of your birth and 
situation makes you liable to a thousand disagree
able adventures. Not only my views, but my 
hopes for your future lire, have ever centered in 
the country. Shall I own to you, that, however, 
I may differ from captain Mirvan in other respects 
yet my opinion of the town, its manners, inhabi
tants, and diversions, is mu~h upon a level with 
his own? Indeed it is the general harbour of fraud 
and of folly, of duplicity and impertinence; and 
I wish few things more fervently, than that you 
may ha,·e taken a lasting leave of it. 

Remember, howe\·er, that I only speak in regard 
to a public and dissipated life; in private families 
we may doubtless find as much goodness, honesty, 
and 'rirtue in London, a !I in th, country. 

If contented with a retired station, I still hope I 
shall live to see my Evelina the ornament of her 
neighbourhood, and the pride and delight of her 
f~WDily; giving and receiving joy from sueh society 
as ntay best deserve her affection, and employing 
herself in such useful and innocent occupations 
as may secure and merit the tenderest love of her 
friends, and the worthiest satisfaction of her own 
heart. 

Sueh are my hope!!, and such have been my ex
pectations. Disappoint them not, my beloved 
ebild; but cheer mo with a few lines, that may 
assure me, this one fortnight spent in town has 
not undone the work or seventeen yean spent in 
the country. 

ARTHUR VILLARS. 
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EVELINA TO THE REV. li!R. VJLLARR. 

Howard Grove, April 2!i. 
No, my dear sir, no: the ~1J01·k of seventeen yearB 
remains such as it was, ever unworthy your time 
and your labour; but not more so now-at least I 
hope not-than before that fortnight which has 
so nfuch alarmed you. 

And yet 1 must confe!'s, that I am not half 80 

happy here at present as I was ere I went to town; 
lntt the"change is in the place, not in me. Captain 
l\1irvan and l\ladame Duval have ruined Howard 
Grove. The harmony that rei3ned here is disturb
ed, our schemes are broken, our way of life is 
altered, and our comfort is destroyed. But do not 
suppo~e London to be the source of these evils; 
fur had our excursions been anywhere elae, 10 

disagreeable an addition to our household IJ)Ust 

have caused the same change at our return. 
I was sure yoH would be displeased with Sir Cle

ment \Villoughby, and therefore I am by no means 
surprisf'd at what you say of him; but for lord 
On·ille-1 must own I bad greatly feared that m1 
weak and imperfect account would not have pro• 
cured him the good opinion which be so well d· • 
serves, aud which I am delighted to find you see" 
to have of him. 0, sir, could I have done j'* 
tice to the merit of which I believe him possessed: 
-could I ha'e pan ed him to you such as heap
peared to me ;-then, indeed, you would have bad 
some idea of the claim which he has to your appro
bation! 

After the last letter which I wrote in town, no-
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thing more passed previous to our journey hither 
except a very violent quarrel between captain 1\lir
van and marlame Duval. As the captain intended 
to travel on horseback, he had Rettled that we four 
females should make use of hi!! coach. 1\fadame 
Duval did not come to Queen Ann street till the 
carriage had waited some time at the door; and 
then attended by monsieur Dois, she made her 
appearanc!.'. 

The captain, impatient to l1e gone, would not 
suffer them to enter tiJO hou!le, hut insisted that 
we should immediately get into the coach. 'Ve 
obeyed: hut were no sooner eated. than madame 
Duval saicl, Come, monsieur du Bois, these girls 
can make very good room for you: sit clo•er, chil
dren. 

Mrs. 1\firvan looked quite confounrled; and :M. 
du Bois, after making some apologies about 
crowding us, actually got into the coach, on the 
side with Miss Mirvan and me, but no sooner 
was be seated, than the captain, who had observ
f!d this transaction very quietly, walked up to the 
boach door saying, 'What, neither with your leave. 
Dor by your leave? 

M. du Bois seemed rather shocked, and began to 
tnake abundance of excu11es; hut the captain nei
ther understood nor regarded him, and very rough
ly 11aid, Look'ee, monsecr. this here may be a 
French fashion, for aught I know,-hut give and 
take js lair in all nations; and so now, d'ye see, 
I'll make bold to show you an English one. 

And then, siezing his wrist, he made him jump 
out of the coach. 

:M. du Bois instantly put his band upon his 
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sword, and threatened to resent this indignit)'. 
The captain, holding up his stick, bade him dra 
at his peril. 1\Irr. Mirvan. greatly alarmed, go 
out or the coach, .1nd standing between them, eD",t 
treated her hu'!band to re-enter the house. 

'None of your clack!' cried he, angrily; • w~ 
the d-1, do youJsuppose I cai&'t manage a Freo 
man? 

Meantime, madame Duval called out to M. J)u 
Bois, 'Eh, laissez le. bo-n, am~ ne lo corrige:, 
pas,· c'est wt 'In' lain bete qui e'en vaunt pa1 l4 
peine.' 

'~lonsieur le captaine' cried l\1, du Boil, 
'voulez-vous bien me demander pardon 1' 

'0 ho, you demand pardon, do you?' said 
captain; 'I thought as much ; I thought 
come to :-so you have lost your relish Cor an 
lisb salutation, have you?· strutting up to him 
looks of defiance. 

A crowd was now gathering, and Mrs. Mi 
again besought her husbaqd to go into the uu11J.IMli'-JR 

'Why, what a plague is the woman afraid 
Did you ever knew a Frenchman that cou 
take an affront ?-I warrant monseer knows 
he is about; don't you, monseer?' 

:\l. du Bois. not understanding him, onl1 
'Plait-it, .Monsiem·1' 

No. nor dish me neither, answered the Clll'~.,."''"* • 
but, be that as it may, what signifies 
ing here? If you've any thing to 
at once; if not, wby let us go on ou.r j~m~~~· 
without more $do. 

'Parbleu, le 1t."etendl rie1t., •oil' ~j) ~·t:·M~71 • 
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Bois, shrugging up his shoulders, and looking 
very dismal. 
• Mrs. Mirvan advanced to him, and said in 
French, that she was sure the captain had not any 
intention to affront him, and begged he would de
sist from a dispute which could only be productive 
of mutual misunderstandin~, as neither of them 
knew the language of the other. 

This sensible remonstrance had the desired ef
f'ect, and M. du Boi11, mal,ing a how to every one 
except the captain, Yery wisely took up the point 
amd took leave. 

·we then hoped to proccrd quietly on our jour
ney: but tl!e turhulent captain would not yet per
mit us. He approached madame Duval with an 
exulting air, and said. Why, how's this, madame? 
what, has your champion deserted you? why I 
thought you told me. that you old gentlewomen 
had it all your own way among them French 
sparks? 

As to that, sir, answered she, it'B not of no con
sequence what you thought; for a person who can 
behave in such a low way may think what he 
pleases for me, for I sha'n't mind. 

Why, then, mistress, since you must neetis 
make so free, cried he, please to tell me the rea
liOn why you took the liberty to ask any of your 
followers into my coach without my leave? Answer 
me to that. 

Why, th~n, pray, sir, returned abt!, tell me 
the reason why you took the liberty to treat the 
•ntleman in such an unpolite way, aa to take and 
pull him neck and heels out? I'm aore he hadn't 
doae aotbing to affront you, nor nobody el~; 

K 
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and I don't know what great hurt he would have 
done you, by just sitting still in the coach ; be 
would not have eat it. 

What, do you think, then, that my horses have 
nothing to do but to carry about•yout snivelling 
Frenchmen ? If you do, marlame, I must make 
bold to tell you, you are out, for I'll see 'em 
hang·d first. 

More brute you, then ! for they've never canied 
nobody half so good. 

\Vhy, look'ee, madame, if you must needs pro
voke me, lll tell you a piece of my mmd : you 
must know, I can see as far into a millstone as 
another man ; and so, if you thought for to fob me 
off with one of your smirking French puppies for a 
son in law, why, you'll find yourself in a hobble, 
that's all. 

Sir, yo11're a---- but I won'tsay what;
but I protest I badn 't no such a thought, no mote 
hadn't monsieur du Bois. 

My dear, said Mrs. Mirvan, we shall be very 
late. 

\\Tell, well, answered he, get away then; oft 
with you as fast as you can, it's high time. As to 
Molly, she's fine lady enough in all conscience; 
I want none of your French chaps to make ber 
worse • 

.And so saying he mounted his horse, and we 
drove off. And I could not but think with regret 
of the different feeling"' we experienced upon 
leaYing London to what had belonged to our 
entering it. 

During the journey madame Da"Yal wail .o vef1 
violenl against the captain, that me obliS8C JfiB. 
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Mirv:m to tell her, that, \V hen in her proacnce, she 
must beg her to choose some other subject of dis
course. 

1Y e hatl a most affectionate recP.ption from lady 
Howarll, who e kindness and hospitality cannot 
fail of making every body happy who is disposed 
so to Le. 

Arlic:u, my dear si1·. I hope, though I have 
hitherto neglected to mention it, that you have 
always remembered me to whoe\·er has made any 
inquiry concerning me. 

Btelina to the R ev. J.lh. Villai·s. 
Howard Grove, April 27. 

0, Mr dear sir, I now write in the greatest un
easiness! .Madame Duval has made a. proposal 
wl.i ~h terrifies m~ to death, and which was as un
expected as it is shocking. 

~he bad been employed for some hours this 
afternoon in reading letters from London; and, 
just ahout tea time, she sent for me into her room, 
and saifl, with a look of great satisfaction, Come 
here, child; I have got some Yet·y good ucws to 
tell you : something that will surprise you, I'll 
give you my word, for you ha'n't no notion of it. 

I begged her to exp!ain herself; and then, in 
terms which l cannot repeat, she said she had be€n 
considering what a shame it wns to sec me such 
a poot· country, shame faced thing, wben I ought 
to be a fine lady; :md that sl1e had long, and 
upon sc\·erol occasions, Llu~hcd for me, though 
she must own the fault was none of mine; for 
nothing better could be expected from a girl who 
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had been so immured. However, lhe assured me 
she had, at length, hit upon a plan, which would 
make quite another creature of me. 

I waited, without much impatience, to hear 
what this preface led to ; but I was soon awaken
ed to more li\'ely sensations, when she acquainted 
me, that her intention was to prove my birth
right, and to claim, by law, the inheritance of my 
real family! 

1 t would he impossible for me to express my ex
treme consternation when she thus unfolded her 
scheme. .My surprise and terror was equally 
great ; I could say nothing ; I heard her with a 
silence which I had not power to ureak. 

She then expatiated very warmly upon tl1e ad
vantages I should reap from her plan ; talked in 
a high style of my future grandeur; assured me 
how heartily I should despise almost every body 
and every thing I bad hitherto seen : predicted my 
marrying into some family of the first rank in the 
kingdom ; and, finally said I should spend a few 
months in Pari~ where my education and manners 
mi~ht receive their last polish. 

She enb.rged also upon the delight she should 
have, in common with myseH, from mortifying the 
pride of certain people, and showing them that she 
was not to be slighted with impunity. 

In the midst of this discourse, I was relieved by 
a summons to tea. Madam Duval was in ~t 
spirits ! but my emotion \\•as too painful for con
C3alment, and every body inquired into the cause. 
I would fain have waved the subject, b'Jt madame 
Dnval was determined to make it puto>Uc. She told 
them that she had it in her head to make IOtaf-
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another name than that of Anville; and yet that 
she was not going to have the child married 
neither. 

I could not endure to hear her proceed, and 
was going to leave the room : which when lady 
Howard perceived, she begged Madame Duval 
would defer her intelligence to some other oppor
tunity : hut she was so eager to communicate her 
scheme, that she could not bear delay : and there
fore they suffered me to go without opposition. 
I ndeQd, whenever my situation or affairs are men
tioned by Madame Duval, she speaks of them with 
such bluntness and severity, that I cannot be en
joined a task more cruel than to hear her. 

I was afterwards acquainted with some particu
lars of the conversation by MissMirvan ; who told 
me that madame Duval informed them of her plan 
with the utmost complacency, and seemed to think 
berselr very fortunate in having suggested it : but 
soon after, she accidentally betrayed, that she 
bad been instigated to the scheme by her rela
tions the Branghton's, whose letters, which she 
received to day, first mentioned the proposal. She 
declared tbat she would have nothing to do wUh 
any round about ways, but go openly and instant
ly to law, in order to prove my birtb, real name, 
uul title, to the estates of lilY ancestors. 

How impertinent and officious, in these Brangb
ton·s to interfere thus in my concerns! You can 
hardly imagine yhat a disturbance this plan has 
J'llade in the family. The captain, without inquir• 
lD'f\nto any particulars of the affair, has peremp
tMIJ 4eolared biJDBelf against it, merel7 becaue 
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lt has been proposed by Madame Duval ; and they 
have battled the point together with great vio
lence. Mrs. Mirvan says, she will not even think 
till she bears your opinion. But lady Howard to 
my great surpri~e. openly avows her approbation 
of Madame Duval's intention: however, she will 
write her reasons and sentiments upon the sub
ject to you herself. 

As to Miss Mirvan, she is my second self, and 
neither hopes nor fears but a!! I do. And as to 
me, I know not what to say, nor even what to 
wish. I have often thought my fate peculiarly 
cruel, to have but one pat·ent, and from that one 
to be banished for ever; while, on the other side, 
I have but too well known and felt the propriety 
of the separation. And yet how much better may 
we imag-ine, than I can express, the internal an
guish which sometimes oppresses my heart, when I 
reflect upon the strange indifference that must 
occasion a father n('ver to make the least inquiry 
after the health, the welfare, or even the life of 
bis child! 

0 sir, to me the loss is nothing !-greatly, 
sweetly, and most benevolently have you guarded 
me from feeling it; but for him, I grieve indeed! 
-I must be divested, not merely of all filial piety, 
but of all humanity, could I ever think upon this 
subject, and not he wounded to the soul. Again 
1 must repeat, I know not what to wish : think for 
me, therefore, my dearest sir, and suffer my doubt
ing mind, that knows not whic• way to direct its 
hopes, to be guided by your wisdom and unerring 
counsel. 

EVELINA. 
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J,ADV HOW ARD TO THE REV. MR. VILL.ARS. 

Dear Sir, IIoward GroYe. 
I CAN ·o 1' giYo a greater proof of the high opinion 
I lnn·e of your candour, tl1an by the liberty I am 
now going to take, of presuming to ofl'cr you ad
vice upon a subject concerning which you have so 
just a claim to act for yourself: but I know you 
have too unaffected a love of jmtice, to l1e partially 
tenacious of your own judgment. 

Madame Duval has been proposing a scheme 
which ha!! put us all in commotion, and agaiHst 
which, at first, in common with the rest of my fa
mily, I exclaimed: but, upon more mature consi
deration, I own my objections have almost wholly 
vanished. 

This scheme is no other than to commence a. 
lawsuit with sir .lohn Belmont, to prove the va
lidity of his marriage with Evelyn ; the necessary 
consequences of wbieh proof will he, securing his 
fortune and estate to his daughter. 

And why, my dear sir, should this not be? I 
know that, upon first hearing, such a plan conveys 
ideas which must shock you ; hut I know, too, 
that your mind is superior to being governed by 
prejudices, or to opposing any important cause on 
account of a few disagreeahle attendant circum-
stances. 

Yonr lovely charge, now first entering into life, 
has merit which ought not to be buried in obscurity. 
She s£>ems born for an ornament to the world. Na
tare has been bountiful to her of 'whatever she 
bad to bestow ; and the peculiar attention ym.l 
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have given to her education, has formed her mind 
to a degree of ~cell once, that in one so young I 
have scat·ce ever seen equalled. Fortune alone 
has hitherto been sparing of her gifts; and she, 
too, now opens the way which leads to all that is 
left to wish for her. 

\\'hat your reason may have been, my good sir., 
for so c,uefully concealing the birth, name, and 
pretensions of this amiable girl, and forbearing to 
make any claim upon sir John Belmont, I am to
tally a stranger to; but, without knowing, I 
respect them, from the high opinion that I have 
of your character and judgment; but I hope they 
are not inseparable ; for J cannot but think, that 
it was never designed for one who seems meant 
to gt·ace the world, to have her life devoted to re· 
tirement. 

Surely sir John Belmont, wretch as he has 
shown himself, could never see his accomplished 
daughter, and not be proud to own her, and ea· 
ger to secure her the inheritance of his fortune. 
The admiration she met wttb in town, though 
merely the effect of her external attractions, was 
such, that ~lt·s. ~lirvan assures me, she would 
have had the most splendid offers, had there not 
seemed to be some mystery in regard to her birth• 
which she was well informed was assiduously,. 
though vainly, endeavoured to be discovered. 

Ca.n it be right, my dca.r sir, that this promis-
ng youn~ creature shoulcllle deprived of her for. 

tune and rank of life to which she is Jawfoll1 
entitled, and which you have prep&l'ed her w 
support and to use 110 nobly P To 4espise richet, 
m.s.y, indeed, be philo10phio ; but to dispense 
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them worthily must sul'ely be more beneficial to 
mankind. 

P baps a few years, or indeed a much shorter 
time, ay make this scheme impracticable ; sit 
John, though yet young, leads a life too dissipated 
for long duration ; and when too late we may re
gret t.bat something wa~ not sooner done ; for it 
will be next to impossible, after be is gone, to 
settle or prove any thing with his heirs and ex· 
ecutors. 

Pardon the earnestness with which I write my 
sense of this affair; but your charming ward has 
made me so warmly her friend, that I cannot be 
indifferent upon a subject of such importance to 
her future life. 

Adieu, my dear sir ;-send me speedily an an• 
awer to this rcmomtrance, and believe me to be, 
&c. 

M. HOWARD • 

.. Vr. Villar• to Lady Hou:ard. 
Berry Hill, May 2. 

YouR lettE.>r, madam, has opened a source of anx· 
iety, to which I look forward with dread, and 
which to see closed I scarcely dare expect. I am 
unwilli11g to oppose my opinion to that of your 
Iadyship; nor indeed can I, but by arguments 
wblch 1 believe will rather rank me as an hermit, 
ignorant of the world, and fit only for my cell, 
than a proper guardian, in an age sueh as this, 
tor an accomplished young woman. Yet, thus 
~ upoa, it behoves me to explain, and endea-
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vour to vindicate, the reasons by which I have 
been hitherto guided. 

The mother of this dear chi!d,-who was led 
to destruction hy her own imprudence, the hard
ness of heart of madame Duval, and the villany 
of sir John Belmont,-was once what her daugh
ter is now, the hest beloTed of my heart; and her 
memory, so long, as my own holds, I shall love, 
mourn, and honour! On the fatal day that her 
gentle soul left its mansion, and not many hours 
ere she ceased to breathe, I solemnly plighted my 
faith, That if it lived, it should know no father but 
myRelf, or her acknowledged hmband. 

You cannot, madam, suppose that I found much 
difficulty in adhering to this promise, and for
bearing to make any claim upon sir John Bel
moot. Could I feel an affection the most paternal 
for this poor sufferer, and not abominate her des
troyer? Could I wish to deliver to him, who 
had so basely betrayed the mother, the innocent 
offspring, who, born in so much sorrow, seemed 
entitled to all the compassionate tenderness of 
pity? 

For many years, the name alone of that man, 
accidentally !lpcken in my hearing, almost divested 
me of my Christianity, and scarce could t forbear 
to execrate him. Yet I ought not, neither did I 
desire, to deprive him of his child, had he with 
any appearance of contrition, or indeed of any 
humanity, endeavoured to become less unworthy 
snch a blessing ;-but he is a stranger to all p~~o
rental feelings, and has, with a sav.1ge insensibility, 
forborne to inquire even into fhe existence of tbia 
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sweet orphan, though the situation of his injured 
wife was but too well known to him. 

You wish to be acquainted with my intentions. 
-I mu11t acknowledgP. they were such as I now 
perceive could not be honoured with your Iady
ship's approbation; for though I have sometimes 
thought of presentin~ Evclina to her father, and 
demanding the justice which is her due, yet, at 
other times, I have l10th di dained and feared the 
application ; disdained lest it should be refused; 
and ff'ared, lest it should be accepted. 

Lady Belmont, who was firmly persuaded of 
her approaching dissolution, frequently and earn
estly besought me, that if her infant was a female, 
l would not abandon her to the direction of a man 
so wholly unfit to take the charge of Iter educa
tion; but, should she l1e importunately demanded, 
that I would retire with her abroad, and carefully 
conceal her from sir John, till some apparent 
change in his sentiments and conduct should an
nounce him less improper for such a trust. And 
often would she say, Should the poor bahe have 
any feelings corr.espondent with its mother's, it 
will have no want while under your protection. 
Alas I she had no sooner quitted it herself than 
she was plunged into a gulf of misery, that swal
loweJ up her peace, reputation, and life. 

During the childhood of Evelina, I suggested 
a thousand plans for the security of her birth
right ;-but 1 as often times rejected them. I was 
in a perpetual conflict, between the desire that 
&lie sbould have justice done her, and the appre
htfOiion that, while I improved her fortune, I 
ah01lld endanger her mind. HoweTer, u het 
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ladysl1ip's opinion, which it is extremely painful to 
me not to concur with ;-yet I am so well ac
quainted with your goodness, that I presume to 
hope it would not be absolutely impossible for me 
to offe such arguments as might lead you to think 
with me, that this young creature's chance of hap
piness seems less doubtful in retirement, than it 
would be in the gay and dissipated world. But 
why should I perplex your Iadyship with reason
ing that can turn to so little account? for, alas! 
what arguments, what persuasions can I make 
use of, with any prospect of success, to such a. 
woman as madame Duval? Her character, and 
the riolcnce of her dispositiou, intimidate me from 
making the attempt: she is too ignorant for in
struction, too obstinate for entreaty, and too weak 
for reason. 

I will not, therefore, enter into a contest from 
which I have nothing to expect but altercation 
and impertinence. As soon would I discuss the 
effect of sound with the deaf, or the nature of 
colours with the blind, as aim at illuminating 
with conviction a mind so warped by prejudice, so 
much the slave of unruly and illiberal passions. 
Unu~ed as she is to control, peyuasion would but 
harden, and opposition incense her. 1 yield, 
therefore, to the neceRsity which compels my re
luctant acquiescence! and shall now turn all my 
thoughts upon consideriug of such methods for 
the conducting of this enterprise, as may be most 
conducive to the happiness of my child, and least 
liable to wound her sensibility. 

The lawsuit, therefore, I wholly and absolutely 
disapprove. 
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Will you, my dear, madam, !'orgive the freedom 
of an old man, if I own myself greatly surprised, 
that you could, even for a moment, listen to a 
plan so violent, so public, so totally repugnant to 
all female delicacy? I am satisfied your Iadyship 
has not weighed this project. There was a time, 
indeed, when to asse1·t the innocence of lady Bel
moot, and to blazon to the world the wrongs, not 
guilt by which she suffered, I proposed, nay at
tempted, a similar plan ; but then, all assistance 
and encouragement was denied. How cruel to 
the remembrance I bear of her woes in this tardy 
resentment of madame Duval ! She was deaf to 
the voice of 11ature, though she has hearkened to 
that of ambition. 

Never can I consent to hear this dear and timid 
girl brought forward to the notice of the world by 
such a method ; a method which will subject her 
to all tbe impertinence of curiosity, the sneers of 
conjecture, and the stings of ridicule. And for 
what?-the attainment of wealth which she does 
not want, and the gratification of vanity which 
she does not feel. A child to appear against a 
father!-no, madam, old and infirm as I am, I 
would even yet sooner convey her myself to some 
remote part of thEf world, though I were sure of 
dying in the expedition. 

Far different had been the motives which would 
have stimulated the unhappy mother to sncb a 
proceeding; all her felicity in this world was 
irretrievably lost ; her life was become a burthen 
to her ; and her fair fame, which she had earl.t 
been taught to pri~e above all ~hiogs., had received 
a mortal wound ; therefore, to cle•r 1ie.t on 
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honour, and to secure from blemish the birth of 
child, was all the good which fortune )Jad reserved 
herself the power of bestowing. But even this 
last consolation was withheld from her! 

Let milder measures he adopted; and-since 
it must be so-let application be made to sir John 
Delmont: but as to a lawsuit, l hope, upon this 
subject, never more to hear it mentioned. 

'Vith madame Duval, all pleas of delicacy would 
be ineffectual ; her scheme must be opposed by 
argumeuts better suited to her under tanding. I 
will not, therefore, talk of its impropriety, but 
endeavour to prove its inutility. Have the good
ness, tben, to tell her, that her own intentions 
would be frustrated by her plan ; since should 
the lawsuit be commenced, and oven should the 
cause be gained, sir John Belmont would still 
have it in his powe1·, and. if irritated, no doubt in 
ltis inclination, to cut off her gmnd·claughter with 
a. shilling. 

She cannot do better hersrlf than to remain 
quiet and inactive in the affair: tho long and 
mutual animosity between her and sir John will 
ma~ her interference merely productive of de
bates and ill will. Neither would I have B\·elina. 
appe.tr till mmmoned. And as to myself I must 
wholly decline acting; though I will, with un
wearied zeal, devote all my thou~hts to giving 
counsel: but, in truth, I have neither inclination 
nor spirits adequate to engaging personally with 
this man . 

.l\Iy upinion i~, that he would pay more respect 
to a letter from your Iadyship upon tfus subject 
than from any other person. I, therefore, advise 
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manners and opinions of the world demand a dif~ 
ferent conduct. Hope, however, for the best, and 
1e satisfied you shall meet whh no indignity; if 
you aro not receh·ed into your own family as you 
ought to be, and with the distinction that is your 
due, you shall leave it for ever; and once again 
restored to my protection, secure your own tran
quillity, and make as you have hitherto done, all 
the happiness of my life • 

.ARTHOR VILLARS. 

Evclina to the Rev . .Jfr. Villa~·s. 

Howard Grove, ~fay G. 
'l'HE die is tlnown, and I attend the event in 
trembling ! Lady Howard has written to Paris, 
and !lent her letter to town, to be forwarded in 
the ambassador's packet; and in less than a fort
night, therefore, she expects an answer. 0, sir, 
with what anxious impatience shall I wait its 
arrival ! upon it seems to depend the fate of my 
future life. Iy solicitude i!! so great, and my 
suspenso so painful, that I cannot rest a momP-nt 
in peace, or turn my thoughts into any other 
channel. 

Deeply interested as I now am in the event, 
most sincerely do I regret that the plan was ever 
proposed. 1\letlJinks it cannot end to my satis
faction, for either I must be torn from the arms 
of my more than father,-or I mu~t have the 
misery of Lemg finally cominced tllat I am cruelly 
rejected by him who has the natural claim to 
this dear title; a title which to write, mention, 

L 
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or think of, fllls my whole soul with Bliat teh4ler• 
neas. 

The subject is dis<'ussed here etemally. Cap· 
tain 'Mirvan and madame Duval, as usual, q_UatTel 
when ever it is started : but I am wholly engros· 
sed by my own reflections, so that I cannot even 
listen to them. My imagination changes ~he 
scene perpetually : one moment I am embraced 
by a kind and relenting parent, who takes me to 
that heart f•·om \vhich I have hitherto been ban• 
ished, and supplicates through me peace a.nd for• 
gh·cness from the ashes of my mother !-at ano· 
ther, he regards me with detestation, considers 
rue as the living image of an injured saint, and 
repulses me with horror !-Dut 1 will not aftlict 
you with the melancholy phantasms of my brain ; 
I will endeavour to compose my mind to a more 
tranquil state, and forbear to write till I have in 
some measure succeeded. 

May Heaven bless you, my dearest sir! and 
long may it continue you on earth, to bless 

Your grateful 
EVELINA. 

Lady Ho1card to sir John, Belmont., BMte 
Sir, Howard Grove, Mat 5. 

You will doubtless he surprised at receiving a 
letter from one who had for so short a period the 
honour of your acquaintance, and that at ao ·gted 
• distance of Lime : but the moti'- whiob hat<in· 
duced me to take this libef'tJ'1a ~r ., delieaie a. 
nature, Utat were I to eolra$~ ~ &ptiO"' 
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gie8 for my officiousness, I tear my letter would 
})e too long for yeur patience. 

You have, probably, already conjectured the 
subject upon which I mean to treat. My regard 
for Mr. E\·elyn .1nd his amiable daughter was well 
known to you : nor can I ever cease to be inter• 
ested in whatever belongs to their memory or 
family. 

1 must own myself somewhat distressed in what 
manner to introduce the purport of my writing; 
yet as I think that, in affairs of this kind, frank· 
ncss is the first requisite to a good understanding 
between the parties concerned, I will neither tor
ment you nor myself with punctilious ceremonies, 
but proceed instantly and openly to the business 
which occasions my giving you this trouble. 

I presume, sir, it would IJe superfluous to tell 
you that your child resides still iu Dorchester, 
and is still under the protection of th9 reverend 
llr. Villars, in whose house she was born : for, 
though no inquiries concerning her have reached 
h ears or mine, I can never suppose it possi -
ble that you have forborne to make them. It 
only remains, therefore, to tell you, that your 
daughter is now grown up; that she has been 
educated with the utmost care, and the utmost 
succePs; and that she is now a most deserving, 
accomplished, and amia.hle young woman. 

Whatever ruay be your view for her future des• 
tination in life, it seems time to declare it. She 
is greatly admired, and I doubt" not will be very 
much sought after: it is proper, therefore, that 
her future expectations, and your pleaaure con" 
ceming her, should be made known. 
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Beliefe tne, sir, she merits your utmost atten• 
tion and regard. You could not see and know 
her, and remain unmoved by those sens1tions of 
affections which belong to so near and tender 
relationship. She is the lovely rese!llblance of her 
lovely mother ;-Pardon sir, the liberty I take in 
mentioning that unfort•mate lady; but I think it 
behoves me, upon this occasion, to show the esteem 
I felt for her; allow me, therefore, to say, and be 
not offended at my freedom, that the memory ot 
that excellent lady has but too long remained 
under the aspersi<ms of calumny; surely it is 
time to vindicate her fame ;-and how can that 
be done in a manner more eligible, more grateful 
to her friends, or more honourable to yourself, 
than by openly receiving as your child the daugh· 
ter of tl~e late lady Belmont? 

The venerable man who has bad the care of her 
education deserves your warmest acknowledge
ments for the unremitting pains he has taken, 
and the attention he has shewn in the discharge 
of his trust. Indeed she has been peculiarly for
*unate in meeting with such a friend and guardian; 
a more worthy man, or one whose character seems 
nearer to perfection, does not exist. 

Permit me to assure you, sir, she will amply re• 
pay whatever regard and favour you may hereafter 
show her, by the comfort and happiness you can• 
not fail to find in her affection and duty. To be 
owned properly h3 you is the first wish of her 
heart; and I am sure that to mwit101UapproJ»,; 
tion will be the first study of her Ute. 

1 fear that yOil Will think &Jdi ~ ita~iilot 



BVBLINA. 165 

nen t; but I must rest upon the goodness of my 
intention to plead my excuse. 

M. HOWARD. 

Evelina to tlte Ret• ... lfr. Villara. 
Howard Grove, Kent, May 10. 

OuR house has been enlivened to day by the arri
Yal of a JJondon visitor; and the necessity I have 
been under of concealing tho uneaRiness of my 
mind, has made me exert myself so effectually, 
that I e\'cn think it is really diminished; or at 
least, my thoughts are not so totally, so very 
anxiouily occupied by one only subject as they 
lately were. 

I was strolling this morning with Miss 1\firvan, 
down a lane about a mile from the gro,·c, when we 
heard the trampling of hors(;s ; and fearing the 
narrowness of the Jlassag-e, wc were turning hastily 
back, but stopped 11pon hearing a voice call out, 
Pray, ladies, don't be frightened, for l will walk 
my horse. "\Ye turned again, and then saw sir 
Clement Willoughby. Ho dismounted; and ap
proaching us with the reins in his hand, presently 
recollected us. Good Heaven l cried he, with his 
usual quickness, do I see Miss An villa ?-and you 
too, Miss Mirvan? 

He immediately ordered his servants to take 
charge of his horse ; and then advancing to us, 
took a hand of each, which he pressed to his lips, 
and said a thousand fine things concerning his 
good fortune, our improved looks, and the charms 
of tlie country, when inhabited by such rural 
be,autj~. The town, ladies, has languiJhed aince 
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yottr abeence ;-or, at least, I have so much lan• 
guiahed myself, as to be absolutely insensible to 
all U bad to offer. One refreshing breeze, suoh 
as I now enjoy, awakens me to new vigour, liFe, 
and spirit. But I never before had the good luck 
to see the country in such perfection. 

Has not almost eTery body left town, sir? said 
Miss Mirvan. 

I am ashamed to answer you, madam-but in• 
deed it is as full as ever, and will continue so till 
after the birth-day. However, you, ladies, were 
80 little seen, that there are but few who know 
what it has lost. For my own part, I felt it too 
eensibly to he able to endure the place any longer. 

Is there any body remaining there that we wer& 
acquainted with? cried I. 

0 yes, ma'am. And then he named two or 
three persons we have seen wheu with him ; but 
he did not mention lord Orville, and I would not 
ask him, lest be should think me curious. Per
bap~ if he stays here aome time, he may speak of 
him by accident. 

He was proceeding in this complimentary 1t7le 
when we were met by the captain ; who no sooner 
perceived sir Clement, than he hastened np to him 
gave him a hearty shake of the hand, a cordial 
lllap on the back, and some other equally gentle 
tokens of satisfaction, assuring him of his great 
joJ at his visit, and declaring be was as glad to see 
him as if he had been a messenger who brought 
news that a French ship was au.,k. Sir Clement, 
on the other aide, espNaecl blaDelf with eq-' 
warmth ; and protested he had been so eager fO 
pay bia reapecta to captain Jlinu, that he bac1 
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left London in its full lustre, and a thousand en
gagements unanswered, merely to give himself 
that pleasure. 

We shall have rare sport, s..1.id the captain; for 
do you know, the old French-woman is amoug us? 
'Fore Georgc I have scarce made any use of her 
yet, by reason I ha\·e had nobody with me that 
could enjoy a joke : howsornever, it shall go hard 
but we'll have some diversion now. 

Sir Clement ve1·y much approved of the propo
sal; and we thdh went into the house. where he 
had a very grave reception from Mr!! . .l\Iirvan, who 
is by no means pleased with his ,·isit, and a look 
of much discontent from Madame Duval, who 
said to me in a low voice, I'd as soon l1ave aeen 
old Nick as that man' for ho·s the most impertin· 
en test person in the world, and isn't never of my 
side. 

The captain is now actually occupied in con
triving some scheme, which, he says, is to play 
the old dowager oft'; and so eager and delighted 
is be at the idea, that be can scarcely restrain his 
raptures sufficiently to conceal his design even 
from herself. I wish, however, since I do not 
dare put madame Duval upon her guard, that he 
had the delicacy not to acquaint me with his in• 
tention. 

Evelina in continuation. 
May 13. 

TJiae&ptain'sopera.tions are begun,-and, I hope, 
eod~; for, indeed, poor madame Duval haa al· 
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but ~ much reason to regret air Clomeat's 'riait 
to H6ward Grove. 

Yesterday morning, during breakfast, as the 
captain was reading the newspaper, sir Clemnt 
BJiddenly begged to look at it, saying, be wanted 
to know if there was any account or a transaction, 
at which he had been present the evening before 
his journey hither, concerning a poor Frenchman, 
who had got into a scrape which might cost him 
his life. 

The captain demanded particulars ; and then 
sir Clement told a long story of being with a pati7 
of country friends at the Tower, and hearing a 
man call out for mercy in French : and that, whe~ 
he inquired into the occasio4 of his distress, he 
was informed that he had been taken up upoo. 
suspicion or treasonable practices against the 
go'y8J'Dment. The poor fellow, continued be, no 
sooner found that I spoke Frenc~ than he t. 
sought me to hear him, protesting that he bad no 
eril designs; that be had been but a short timejia 
England, and only waited the return of $ ladf 
trom the country to quit it for ever. 

:Madame Duval changed colour, and liaWilecl 
with the utmost attention. 

Now, though I by no means approve of 10 m-r 
foreigners cbntinually ftocking into our countm 
added he, addressing himself to the captain, 1ft I 
oould not help pitying the poor wretch, 
be dtd not know enough of EnJlisJa. to 
defence ; homver, I found it ~1& 
him; tor the mob would no&.U•: • 
fire. In trJth, l am aflaiil bat .. _ .. _,, .. "'"' -
handled. 
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nt Why, did they duck him? said the captain. 
Something of that sort, answered he. 
So much the better! so much the better! cried 

the captain, an impudent French puppy! I'll 
bet you what you will he was a rascal. I only 
wish all his countrymen wPre served the same. 

I wish you had been in his place, with all my 
soul ! cried madame DuYal, warmly ~-but pray 
sir, didn't nobody know who this poor gentleman 
was? 

'Vhy, I did ilear his name, answered sir Cle
ment, but I cannot recollect it. 

It wasn't-it wasn't-du Bois? stammered out 
madame Duval. 

The very name ! answered he : yes, du Bois ; 
I remember it now. 

Madame Duvars cup fell from her hand as she 
repeated Du Bois! l\Ionsieur du Bois, did you 
say? 

Du Bois! why, that's my friend, cried the cap
tain: that's monseer Slippery, is'n' t it?-Why, 
he's plaguy fond of sousing work ; howsomever, 
I'll be sworn they give him hill fill of it. 

And I'll be sworn, cried madame Duval, that 
you're a-but I don't believe nothing about it, so 
you needn't be so overjoyed, for I dare say it was 
no more monsieur du Bois than I am. 

I thought at the time, said sir Clement, very 
gravely. that I had seen the gentleman before ! 
and now I recollect, I thmk it was in company 
with you, madam. 

With me, sir? cried madame Duval. 
Say you so ? said the captain ; why then it 

must be he, as sure as you're alive !--Well, but 
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my good friend, what will they do with poor mon• 
seer? 

It is difficult to say, answered Sir Clement, very 
thoughtfully ; but I should suppose, that if he 
has not good friends to appear for him, he will be 
in a \'ery unpleasant situation; for these are seri
ous sort of affairs. 

Why, do you think they'll hang him? deman~· 
ed the captain. 

Sir Clement shook his head, but made no an
awer, 

Madame Duval could no longer contain her agi
tation ; she started from her chair, repeating, 
with a voice half-choked, Hang him !-they can't, 
-they shan't-let them at their peril !-How
ever, it's all false, and I won't believe a word of 
it ;-but 1'11 go to town this Yery moment, and 
see M. du Bois myself ;-1 won't wait for nothing. 

Mrs. Mirvan begged her not to be alarmed; bu.~ 
abe flew out of the room, and up stairs into her 
own apartment. Lady Howard blamed both tbe 
gentlemen for having been so abrupt, and follow
ed her. I would have accompaniod her, but the 
captain stopped me ; and, having first lau~heiJ 
very heartily, said he was going to read his coJ'Do! 
18luion to the ship's company. 

Now, do you see, said he, as to lady u .u ........ , •. .,·.~ 
I ua'n't pretend for to enlist her into my __ ", ... ,...-., ... "-. 
and ao I shall e'en leave her to make it 
as ahe cait ; but as to all you I e~pept ob~ecli~~JerJ;j 
and aubmiaaion to ordera. 1 . .-.u •• Du•w 
hazardous expedition, ba.villlJr ,._~~Jiten 
voy a crazy veeael, to the .. ~~~r~M:~tUli·J~,~~ 
eo, d',-e aee, if any of ,-ou haw 
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that will forward the enterprise,-whyspeak and 
welcome: but if any of you, that are of my chosen 
crew, capitulate or enter into any treaty with the 
enemy,-1 shall look upon you as mutinying, and 
turn you adrift. 

Having finished his harangue, which was inter· 
larded with many expressions and sea phrases that 
I cannot recollect, he gave sir Clement a wink of 
intelligence, and left us to ourselves. 

Indeed, notwithstanding the attempts I so fro. 
quently make of writing some of the captain's con• 
versation, I can only give you a faint idea of his 
language; for almost every other word he utters 
is accompanied by an oath, which, I am sore, 
would be as unpleasant for you to read as for me 
to write ; and besides, he makes use of a thousand 
tea terms, which are to me quite unintelligible. 

Poor madame Duval sent to inquire at all pro
bable places whether she could be conveyed to 
town in any stage coach ; bot the captain·s ser
vant brought her for answer, that no London 
atage would pass near Howard Grove till to day. 
She then sent to order a chaise ; bot was soon..
nred, that no horses eoulJ be procured. She 
was so much inflamed by these disappoiDtmentt, 
that she threatened to set out for town on foot; 
and it was with difficulty that Jady Howard dia • 
111~ed her from this mad scheme. 

The whole morning was filled up with these in
qttb1es. But when ·we were all assembled to din
~-, ahe endeavoured to appear perfectly uncon
,erbed, and repeatedly protested that abe gave 
DO& ab)' otedit to the report, aa far as it reprded 
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M. dJI Bois, being very sure that be was not the 
person in question. 

The captain used the most provoking efforts to 
convince her that she deceived herself; while sir 
Clement, with more art, though not less malice, 
affected to be of her opinion ; but, at the same 
time that he pretended to relieve her uneasineu 
by saying that he doubted not having mistaken 
the name, he took care to enlarge upon the dan
ger to which the unknown gentleman was exposed 
and expressed great concern at his perilous situar.
tion. 

Dinner was hardly removed, when a letter waa 
delivered to madame Duval. The moment she 
had read it,,.she hastily demanded from whom it 
came? A country hoy brought it, answered the 
servant but he would not wait. 

Run after him this instant! cried she, and be 
sure you bring him back. M on Dieu/ quel aven-
ture I que jerai·je 1 

What's the matter? what's the matter P said 
the captain. 

Why nothing-nothing's the matter. 
Dieu! 

And she rose, and walked about the room. 
'Vhy, what,-has nwnseer sent to you? 

tinned the captain: is that there letter from 
No-it is'n't ;-besides, if it is, it's nothing 

you. 
0 then, I'm sure it is ! P~]: ~ow, 

don't be 119~Jose; come, tell us~ut it:-wlltall 
does he 8af? bow did be plid the 
wbi,ch did lle ~(,1 be~~ rittgk or 
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'Fore George, 'twas plagny unlucl!:y you was not 
with him? 

It's no such a thing, sir, cried she, very angrily; 
and if you're so very fond of a horse pond, I wish 
you'd put yourself into one, and not be always a
thinking about other people's being served so. 

The man then came in to acquaint her they 
eould not overtake the boy. She scolded violent
ly, and was in such perturbation, that lady How
ard interfered, and begged to know the cause of 
her uneasiness, and whether she could assist her? 

Madame Duval east her eyes upon the captain 
and sir Clement, and said she should be glad to 
speak to her Iadyship without so many witne11sea. 

Well, then, miss Anville, said the captain, turn
ing to me, do you and Molly go into another room, 
and stay there till Mrs. Duval has opened her 
mind to us. 

8o you may think sir, cried she, but who's fool 
then P No, no, you needn't trouble yourself to 
DIB!t a oiuny of me neither, for I'm not so easily 
taken in, I'll assure you. 

Lady Ho ward then invited her into the dreuing
room, and 1 was desired to attend her. 

As soon as we bad shut the door, 0, my lad}', 
e:hlaimed madame Duval, here's the moat cnelest 
thiu la the world has happened !-bot that cap
tU ~such a beast, I can't say othing before 
11fat9-"but it's all true! poor M. du Bois is locked 
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To be sure, my lady, answered ahe, I know be 
is innocent; and to be sure they'll never be so 
wicked as to bang him for nothing? 

Certainly not, r eplied lady Howard ; you ha-ve 
no reason to be uneasy. This is not a country 
where punishment is inflicted without proof. 

Very true, my lady: but the worst thing is this: 
I cannot bear that that fellow the captain should 
know about it; for if he does, I sha'n't never bear 
the last of it ;-no more won't poor M. du Bois. 

Well, well, said lady Howard, show me the let• 
ter, and I will endeavour to advise you. 

'fhe letter was then produced. It was signed 
by the clerk of a country justice; who acquainted 
her, that a prisoner then upon trial for suspicion 
of treasonable practices against the government, 
was just upon the point of being committed to 
gaol ; but haTing declared that he was known to 
her, this clerk had heen prevailed upon to write, 
in order to inquire if she really could speak to the 
character and family of a Frenchman, who called 
himself Pierre du Bois. 

When I heard the letter, I was quite amazed 
ih success. So improbable did it seem that a 
reigoer should be taken before a countr!l j 
of peace for a crime of so dangerous a 
that I cannot imagine bow madame Du 
be alarmed even for a moment. But, with 
violence of temper, 1 sec that she is easily 
tened, and in fact more cowaa·dly than many 
have not half her spirit ; ~cl 10 little does 
reflect upon circumstances orprobabibty,· tll!M ,~rll 
is continuaU7 the dupe of her GWD-1 oqh.'& 
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be to say if}norance, but yet I can think of no other 
se word. 

r believe that lady lloward, from the beginning 
of tl1e transaction, suspected some contrivance of 
the captain; and this letter, I am sure, must con
firm h er suspicion: however, though she is not at 
all ph~ased with his frolic, yet she would not 
lwzard the consequence of Jiscovering his designs; 
l~er looks, her manners, and her character, made 
me draw thi:~ conclu~ion from her apparent per
Jllexity; for not a wol'd did she say that implied 
any doubt of the authenticity of the letter. In
deed tiH~1·c seems to Le a tacit agreement between 
l1er and the ca?tain, that she should.not appear 
to be acquainted with his schemes; by which 
menus she at once avoids quarrels, and suppot'ts 
l1c1' diguity. 

'\Vhilo she was considering what to propose, 
madame Lu,al begged to have the use of her la
ship's chariot, that she m1ght go immediately to 
the assistance of her frientl. L:1dy Howaru po
litely assured her, that it should be extremely at 
l1er ser\·ice; and then madame Duval besought 
l10r not to own to the captain what had happened, 
protesting that she could not endure he should 
know poor M. dn Dois had met with so unfortu~ 
nate nn accident. Lady H oward coulcl not help 
smiling though she readily promi ed not to ~·nforrn 
the captain of the aft:tir, As to me, sho desired 
my attendance; which I was hy means rejoiced 
at, as I was certain she was going upon a fruitless 
err:md. 

I was then commis3ioned to order the chariot. 
At the foot of the stairs I met the captain, who 
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was most impatiently waiting the result of the 
conference. In an instant we we re joined by sir 
Clement. A thousand inquiries were then made 
concerning madame Duval's opinion of the letter, 
and hor intention\! upon it: and whE:n I would 
have left them, sir Clement, pretending equal 
eagerness wi rh the captain, caught my hand, a.nd 
repeatedly detained me to ask some frivolous 
question, to the answer of which he must be to
tally indifferent. At length, however, I broke 
from them; they retired into the parlour, and 1 
executed my commission. 

'I' he carriage was soon ready ; and madame Du
val having begged lady Howard to say she was 
not vvell, sLole softly down stairs, desiring me to 
follow her. The chariot was ordered at the gar
den door; and, when we were seated, she told the 
man, according to the clerk's directions, to drive 
to Mr. Justice Tyrell's, asking at the same time, 
how many miles off he lived ? 

I expected be would have answered, that be 
knew of no such person ; but, to my great surprise, 
he said, Why, 'squire Tyrelllives about nine milea 
beyond the park. 

Drive fast, then, cried she, and you shan't be 
no worse for it. 

During our ride, which was extremely tedious, 
she tormented herself with a thousand fears for 
M. du Bois's safety : and piqued herself very 
much upon having escaped unseen by the captain, 
not only that she avoided his triumph, but be
cause she knew him to be ao much M. dn .Boia'• 
enemy, that she was sure be woald prejudice the 
jutice agaiu&him, ud_...told' to&alte &waJ Jail 
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life. For my part, I was quite ashamed of being 
engaged in so ridiculous an atl'air, and could only 
think of the absurd appearance we should make 
upon our arrival at .Mr. Tyrell's. 

When we had been out about two hours, and 
expected every moment to stop at the place of our 
destinction, I observed that lady Howard's ser
vant, who attended us on horseback, rode on for
word till he was out of sight : and soon after re
turning, came up to the chariot window, and de
livering a note to m'ldame Duval, said he had met 
a boy who was just coming with it to Howard 
Grove, from the clerk of :Mr. Tyrell. 

While she was reading it he rode round to the 
other window, and making a sign for secresy, put 
into my hand a slip of paper, on which wa9 writ
ten, 'Whatever happens, he not alarmed- for you, 
are safe-though you endanger all mankind l 

I readily imagined that sir Clement must he the 
author of this note, which prepared me to expect 
some disagreeable adventure: but I had no time 
to ponder upon it ; for madame Duval had no 
sooner read her own letter, than in an angry tone 
of voice she exclaimed, \Vhy, now what a thing is 
this! here we're come all this way for nothing ! 

She then gave me the note, which infonued her, 
that sl1e need not trouble herself to go to Mr. Ty
rell's, a'! the prisoner had harl the address to es
cape. I congratulated her upon this fortunate in
cident; but she was so much concerned at hav
ing rode so far in vain, that she seemed less pleas
ed than provoked. However, she ordered the 
man to make what baste he could home, as she 

M 
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hoped, at least, to return before the captain sbonld 
suspect what had passed. 

The carriage turned about and we journeyed 
so quietly for near an hour, that 1 began to flat
ter myself we should be suffered to proceed to 
Howard Grove witb.out further molestation, when 
suddenly the footman called- out, John, are we 
going right? 

Why, I an't sure, said the coachman, but I'm 
afraid we turned wrong. 

What do you mean by that, sirrah? said ma
dame Duval: why, if you lose your way we shall 
be all in the dark. 

I think we should turn to the left, said the 
footman. 

To the left! answered the other; no,no, I'm 
partly sure we should turn to the right. 

You had better make some inquiry, said 1. 
M a joi, cried madame Duval, we're in a fine 

bole here !-they neither of them know no more 
than the post. However, I'll tell my lady as sure 
as you're born, so you'd better find the way. 

Let's try this lane, said the footman. 
No, said the coachman' that's the road to Can• 

terbury; we had best go straight on. 
Why, that's the direct London ro;1d, returned 

the footman, and will lead us twenty miles about. 
Pardi, cried madame Duval; why, they won't 

go one way nor t'other! and now we're come all 
this jaunt for nothing, I suppose we shan't get 
home to night ! 

Let's go back to the public houe, said tbe foOt. 
man, and ask for a guide. 

No, no, l&id 'be other, if we 1&a7 here a letr 
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horses are almost knocked up already. 

\V ell, I protest, cried madame Duval, I'd give 
a guinea to see them sots both horse-whipped! 
As sure as I'm alivQ they're drunk! Ten to one 
but they'll overturn us next! 

After much debating, they at length agreed to 
go on till we came to some inn, or met with a 
passenger who could direct us. We P.oon arrived 
at a farm-house, and the footman alighted, and 
went into it. 

In a few minutes he returned, and told us we 
might proceed, for that he had procured a direc
tion. But, added he, it seerua there are some 
thieves hereabouts ; and so the best way will be 
for you to leave your watches and purses with the 
farmer, whom 1 know very well, and who is an 
honest~an, and a tenant of my lady's. 

Thieves! cried madame Duval, looking aghast, 
the Lord help us! I've no doubt but we shall be 
all murdered ! 

The farmer came up to us, and we gave him all 
we were worth, and the servants followed our ex.
emple. 

We then proceeded ; and madame Duval's 
anger so ¥tirely subsided, that in the mildest 
manner imaginable she entreated them to make 
baste, and promised to tell their lady how diligent 
and obliging they had been. She perpetually 
stopped them to ask if they apprehended any dan
ger; and was at length so much overpowered by 
her fean, that she made the footman fasten his 
hone to the back of the carriage, and then come 
aacl .-& himself within it. My endeavoura ~ ea .. 
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courage her were fruitless ; she sat in the middle, 
held the mau by the arm, and protested, that if he 
did but save her life, she would make his fortune. 
Her uneasiness gave me much concern, and it was 
with the utmost difficulty I forbore to acquaint 
her that she was imposed upon ; but the mutufl 
fear of the captain's resentment to me, and of her 
own to him, neither of which would have anr 
moderation, deterred me. As to the footman, be 
was evidently in torture from restraining bls 
laughter ; and I observed that be was freqaent11 
obliged to make most horrid grimaces, from pre
tended fear, in order to conceal his risibility. 

Very soon after, The robbers are coming! cried 
the coachman. 

The footman opened the door, and jumped out 
of the chariot. 

Madame Duval gave a loud scream. 
I could no longer preserve my silence. For 

Heaven's sake, my dear madam, said J, don't be 
alarmed,-you are in no danger,-you are quite 
sare. there is nothing but--

Here the chariot was stopped by two men in 
masks ; who at each side put in their bands as if 
for our purses. l\ladame Duval sunk to the bot• 
tom of the chariot, and implored thei mercy: "I 
shrieked involuntarily, although prep ed for the 
attack; one of them held me {ast, while the other 
tore poor madame Duval out of the carriage, l1i 
spite of her cries, threats, and resistance. 

I was really frightened, and trembled exceed• 
ingly. My angel ; cried the man '\Vho held m, 
you cannot surely be alarmed :-do you no& knOW 
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me ?-1 ahall hold myseir in eternal abhorrence 
if I have really terrified you. 

Indeed, sir Clement, you have, cried I ;-but, 
for Heaven's sake, where is madame Duval ?
why is she forced away? 

She is perfectly safe ; the captain has her in 
cnarge : but suffer me now, my adored Miss An· 
ville to take the only opportunity that is allowed 
me, to speak upon another, a much dearer, much 
sweeter subject. 

And then he hastily came into the chariot, and 
seated himself next to me. I would fain have 
disengaged myself from him, but l1e would not 
let me, Deny me not, most charming of women, 
cried he, deny me not this only moment that is 
lent to me, to pour forth my soul into your ears, 
-to tell you how much I suffer from your ab
aence,-how much I dread your displeasure,
and how cruelly I am affected by your coldness! 

0, sir, this is no time for such language ;-pray 
leave me ; pray go to the relief of madame Duval: 
-1 cannot bear that she should be treated with 
auch indignity. 

And will yon,-can you command my absence? 
-When may I speak to you, if not now?-Does 
the captain suffer me to breathe a moment out <lf 
hia sight ? and are not a thousand impertinent 
people for ever at your elbow? 

Indeed, sir Clement, you must change your 
style, or I will not hear you. The impertinent 
people you mean are among my best friends, and 
70u would not, if you really wished me well, 
apeak of them so disrespectfully. 

Wish 10U well !-0 miss Anville, point but out 
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to me how, in what manner, I may oonvince you 
of the fervour of my passion ;-tell me but what 
services you will accept from me,-and you shall 
find my life, my fortune, my whole soul at ,.our 
devotion. 

I want nothing, sir that you can offer ;-I beg 
you not to talk to me so-so strangely. Pra7 
leave me; and pray assure yourself, yon cannot 
take any method so successless to show any re
gard for me as entering into a scheme so fright
ful to madame Duval, and so disagreeable to my
self. 

The scheme was the captain's; I even opposed 
it : though, I own, I could .not refuse myself the 
so long wished-for happiness of speaking to you 
once more, without so many of-your friends to 
watch me. And I bad flattered myself. that the 
note I charged the footman to give you would 
have prevented the ah .. rm you received. 

Well, sir, you have now I hope said enoug\1; 
and, if you will not go yourself to see for madame 
Duval, at least suffer me to inquire what is be
come of her. 

And when may I speak to you again ? 
No matter when,-! don't know,-perhapa
Perhaps what, my angel? 
Perhaps never, sir,--if you torment me thua. 
Ne~er! 0, miss Anville, how cruel, how pie~· 

ing to my aoul is that icy word!-Indeed I•,. 
not endure such displeasure. 

Then, sir, you must not provok~ it. Pr~yle41.f8 
me directly. 

I will, madam , bJJ.t let me, at least, ~alc:e a 
JX~erit pf my obediepqe,~W me ~o lwpe &~tat 
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you will, in future, be less averse to trusting your
self for a few moments alone with me. 

I was surprised at the freedom of this request ; 
but while I hesitated how to answer it, the other 
mask came up to the chariot door, and, in a voice 
almost stifled with laughter, said, I've doue for 
her !-the old buck is safe :-but we must sheer 
off directly, or we shall be all aground. 

Sir Clement instantly left me, mounted hia 
horse, and rode off. The captain, having given 
some directions to the servants, followed him. 

I was both uneasy and impatient to know the 
fate of madame Duval, and immediately got out 
of the chariot to seek her. I desired the footman 
to show me which way she was gone: he pointed 
with his finger by way of answer, and I saw that 
he dared not trust his voice to make any other. 
I walked on a very quick pace, and soon, to my 
great consternation perceived the poor lady seated 
upri~ht in a ditch. I flew to her with unfeigned 
concern at her situation. She was sobbing, nay, 
almost roaring, and in the utmost agony of rage 
and tel'l'Or. As soon as she aaw me, she Ndoubled 
her cries ; but her voice was so broken, I could 
not undentand a word abe said. I waa so much 
shocked, that it was with diftieulty I forebore 
eJClaiming against the cruelty of the captain for 
thus wantonly ill treating her; and I could not 
fOrgive myself for having pauively suffered the 
di!deption. I used my utmost endeavours to com
fort her, aBBuring her of our present safety, and 
begging her to rise and return to the chariot. 

Almost burs~g with passion, she pointed to her 
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feet, and with frightful violence she actually tore 
the ground with her hands. 

I then saw her feet were tied together wtth a 
strong rope, which was fastened to the upper 
branch of a tree, even with a hedge that ran along 
the ditch where she sat. I endeavoured to unite 
the knot; but soon found it was infinitely befoad 
my strength. · 

I was, therefore, obliged to apply to the foot .. 
man; but being very unwilling to add to hia. 
mirth by the sight of madame Duval's situation, 
I desired him to lend me a knife: I returned witb
it, and cut the rope. Her feet were soon disen
tangled ; and then, though with great difficulty, I 
assisted her to rise. But what was my astonish• 
ment, when, the moment she sat up, she hit me a. 
violent slap on the face ! J retreated from her 
with precipitation and dread; and she then loaded 
me with reproaches, which, though almost uniD-o 
telligible, convincea me that she imagined I bad 
voluntarily deserted her~ but she seemed not ha'fe 
the slightest suspicion that she had not been at,. 
tacked by real robbers. 

I was so much surprised and confounded at the 
blow, that for some time I suffered her to ..,._ 
without making any answer; bat her utrelll& 
agitation and real suffering sooo. dispelled m7 
gwr, wbieh all turned into compassion. I &latll 
to1tl her, that I had been forcibly detained 
following her, and assured her of my real ~1'1'01f 
at het ill uu.ge. 

She began to be somewbat ~ aiiCl 
again entreated her to ril1dil tt.V.8-· -~of 
giTe me leave to ol'def it'l'hddla draw 
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the place where we stood. She made no answer, 
till I told her, that the longer we remained still, 
the greater would be the danger of our ride home. 
Struck with this hint, she suddenly,and with hasty 
steps moved forward. 

Her dress was in such disorder, that 1 was quite 
sorry to have her figure exposed to the servants, 
who all of them, in imitation of their master, hold 
her in derision :-howe\·cr, the disgrace was un
avoidable. 

The ditch, happily, was almost quite dry, or 
she must have suffered still more seriously ; yet 
so forlorn, so miserable a figure, I never before 
saw. Her head dress had fallen off, her linen was 
torn, her negligee had not a pin left in it, her 
petticoats she was obliged to hold on, and her 
ehoes were perpetually slipping off. She was cover
ed with dirt, weeds, and filth, and her face was 
really horrible ; for the pomatum and powder 
from her head and the dust from the road were 
quite pasted on her skin by her tears, which, with 
her rouge, made so frightful a mixture, that she 
hardly looked human. 

The senanta were ready to die with laughter 
Ule moment they saw her: but not all my re
JUonstrances could prevail upon her to get into 
tbe carriage till she had most vehemently reproach
ed them both for not rescuing her. The footman 
hing his eyes on the ground, as if fearful of again 
trus,ing himself to look at her, protested that 
the robbers had vowed they would shoot him, if 
he moved an inch, and that one of them had staid 
to watch the chariot while the other carried her 
d, addiDg, that the reason of their behaving 110 
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barbarously was to revenge lour having secm·e<l 
our purses. Notwithstanding her anger, she gave 
immediate credit to what we said; and really ima
gined that her want of money had irritated the 
pretended robbors to treat her with such cruelty. 
I determined, therefore, to be carefully upon my 
guard not to betray the imposition, which could 
now answer no other purpose than occasioning an 
irreparable breach between her and the captain. 

Just as we were seated in the chariot, she dis
covered the loss which her bead had sustained, 
and called out, My God! what has become of 
my hair ?-why, the villain has stole all my curls! 

She then ordered the man to run and see if he 
could find any of them in the ditch. He went, and 
presently returned producing a great qul\ntity of 
hair in such a nasty condition that I was amazed 
she would take it : and the man, as he delivered 
it to her, found it impossible to keep his counten
ance; which she no sooner observed, than all her 
Btormy passions were again raised. She flung the 
battered curls in his face, !laying, Sirrah, what do 
you grin for P I wish you'd been served so youl'
self, and you wouldn't have found it no such joke; 
you are the impudentest fellow I ever see, and 
if I find you dare grin at me any more, I shall 
make no ceremony of boxing your ears. 

Satisfied with the threat, the man hastily retir
ed, aod we drove on. 

Her anger now subsiding into grief, she began 
must sorrowfully to lament her case. I believe, 
ahe cried, never nobody w~s so unlucky as I am! 
and so here, because I ha'n't had misfortunes 
enoush already, that purp;r hal m&de me loae mJ 
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curls!-Wby, I can't see nobody without them : 
--only look at me,-I was never so bad off in my 
life before. Pardi. if I'd known aa much, I'd 
have brought two or three sets with me: but I'd 
never a thought of such a thing as this. 
t Finding her now somewhat pacified, I ventured 
to ask an account of her adventures, which I will 
endeavour to write in her own words. 

Why, child, all this misfortune comes of that 
puppy's making us leave our money behind us; 
for, as soon as the robber see I did put nothing in 
his hands, he lu~,:;-ed me out of the chariot by 
main force, and I verily thought he'd have mur· 
dered me. He was as strong as a lion ; I was no 
more in his hands than a child. But I believe 
never nobody was so abu!led before; for he dragg
ed me down the road, pulling and hauling me all 
the way, as if I'd no more feeling than a horse. 
I'm sure I wish I could see that man cut up and 
quartered alive! however, he'll come to the gal
lews, that's one good thing. So soon as we'd got 
out of sight of the ol!ariot, though he need'ot 
have been afraid, for if he'd beat me to a mummy, 
tho~ cowardly fellows would'nt have said nothing 
to it,-So, when I was got there, what does be 
do, but all of a sudden he takes me by both 
shoulders, and be gives me such a shake!-Mon. 
1Ji8u! I shall never forget it if I live to be an 
hundred. I'm sure I dare say I'm out of joint 
alt onr. And, though I made as much noise as 
e~r I could, he toolc no more notice of it than 
~otbing at all; but there be stood, shaking me 
lo that manner, as if he was doing it for a wager. 
I..e de&ermined, if it coats me all 'lllJ fortuno, I'll 
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see that villain hang' d. He shall 1:e found out, if 
there's e'el' a justice in England. So when he 
had shook me till he was tired, and I felt all over 
like a jelly, without saying never a word, be 
takes and pops me into the ditch! I'm sure I 
thought he'd have murdered me as much as ever I 
thought any thing in my life; for he kept bump• 
ing me about as if he thought nothing too bad fol' 
me. However, I'm resolved I'll never leave my 
purse behind me again, the longest day I have to 
Jive. So when he could'nt stand over me n6 
longer, he holds out his hands again for mymo
ney, but he was as cunning as could be, f'or he 
would'nt speak a word, because I should'nt swear 
to his Toice: however, that shan't save him, for 
I'll swear to him any day in the year, if I can but 
catch him. So when I told him I had BO money, 
he fell to jerking me again, just as if he bad but 
that moment begun! And, after that, he got 
me close b' a tree, and out of his pocket he pulls 
a great cord!-lt's a wonder I did not swooll 
away; for as sure as you are alive he was going to 
bang me to that tree. I screamed like any thing 
mad, and told him if he would but spare my lite, 
I'd never prosecute him, nor tell nobody what batd 
done to me: so he stood some time, quite In a 
brown study, a thinking what he should do 
.A.Jid ao, after that, he forced me to sit down ill 
the ditch, and he tied my feet together, jud 11 
you see them; and then, as if he bii! not do!Ht 
enough, he twitched off m1 cq, and, without 
saying nothing, got on his ltOIWe .. ud left me iD 
that condition: tbinkiiJS', I ~ that I mtgh' 
lie there and periab. 
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Though this narrative al0101t compelled me to 
laugh, 1et I was really irritated when the captain 
bad carried his love of tormenting,-sport, be 
calls it,-to such barbarous and unjustifiable ex
treQles. I consoled and soothed her as well as I 
was able ; and told her, that since M. du Bois 
had escaped, I hoped, when she recovered from 
her fright, all would end well. 

This sort of conversation lasted till we arrived 
at our journey's end : and then a new diatreu 
occurred : madame Du val was eager to speak to 
Lady Howard and Mrs. Mirvan, and to relate her 
misfortunes; but she could not endure that air 
Clement or the captain should see her in such 
disorder; for she said they were so ill-natured, 
t}tat, instead of pitying her, they would only make 
jeat of her disasters. ShQ therefore sent me first 
ir;ato the house, to wait for an opportunity of their 
being out of the way, that she might steal up 
stair&~ unobserved. ln this I succeeded, as the 
gentlemen thought it most prudent not to seem 
w•tching for her; though they both contrived to 
cUtert themselves with peeping at her as abe 
~d. 

She went immediately to bed, where she had 
her supper. Lady Ho ward 4nd Mrs • .Mirvan both 

jbem very kindly sat with her, and listened to 
tale with compassionate attent.ion; while Miss 

117an and I retired to our own room, where I 
1t very glad to end the troubles of the day in a 
oom.tortable conversation. 
n, captain's raptures, during supper, at the 

1 of his plan, were boundlesa. I spoke 
alllhlula &o Mrs. Minan with the openDeu 



190 ltVBLJNA. 

which her kindness encouraged, and begged her 
to remonstrate with him upon the cruelty ot tor
menting madame Duval so causelessly. She pro• 
mised to take the first opportunity of stal'ting the 
subject; but said he was at present so much 
elated with his success that she feared it would 
have no effect. 

Madame Duva.l has kept her bed all day, abd 
declares she is almost bruised to death. 

Adieu, my dear sir. What a long letter have I 
written ! I could almost fancy I sent it you from 
London 1 

Evelina in continuation. 
Howard Grove, May 15th. 

THIS insatiable captain, if left to himself, would 
not I believe, rest, till he had tormented madame 
Duval into a fever. He seems to have no delight 
but in terrifying or provoking her; and all his 
thoughts apparently turn upon inventing such 
methods as may do it most effectually. 

She bad her breakfast in hed again yesterday 
morning; but during ours, the captain, with a 
very significant look at sir Clement, gave us to 
understand, that he thought she bad now rested 
long enough to bear tha hardships of a freah 
campaign. 

His meaning wa.s obvious; and, therefore, I 
resolved to endeavour immediately to put a amp 
to his intended exploits. When breakfast wllll 
over, I followed Mrs. Min&U qt of the parlour, 
and beued her to lose no &liDe ita pleading tbe 
eaue ol- madame DaYal wMia the ap&aiDe 'Jl' 
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love,' answered she, ' I have already expostulated 
with him ; but all I can say is fruitless, while his 
favourite, sit'Clement, contrives to urge him on. 

Then I will go and speak to sir Clement, said 
I, for I know he will desist if I request him. 

Ha.l'e a care, my dear! said the, smiling; it 
is sometimes dangerous to make requests to men 
who are too desirous of receiving them. 

'V ell then, my dear madame, will you give me 
leave to speak myself to the captain ? 

Willingly; nay, I will accompany you to him. 
I thanked her, and we went to seek him. Ho 

was walking in the garden \vith sir Clement. ~irs. 
Mirvan most obligingly made an opening for my 
purpose, by saying, ~lr. l\1irvan, I have brought a 
petitioner with me. 

I was fearful of making him angry, and stam
mered ver·y much when I told him, I hoped he had 
no new plan for alarming madame Duval. 

~yew plan ! cried he; why, don't you suppose 
the old one woHld do again do you? J. ' ot hut what 
it was a- very good one, only I doubt she wouldn't 
bite. 

Indeed, sir, sard T~ sl10 has already sutfered 
too much; and I hope you will pardon me, if I 
take the liberty of telling you, that I think it my 
duty to do all in my power to prevent her being 
again so much terrified. 

A sullen gloominess ir.stantly clouded his face, 
and, turning short from me, he said, I might do as 
I pleased, but that I should much sooner repent 
than repair my officiousne~s 

I was too much disconcerted at this rebuff to at~ 
tempt making any answer; and .finding that air 
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Clement wannly espoused my cause, I walked 
away and left them to discuss the point together. 

Mrs. Mirvan, who never speaks to the c:~.ptain, 
when be is out of humour, was glad to follow me, 
and with her usual sweetness made a thousand 
apologies for her husband's ill manners. 

When I left her, I went to madame Duval, 
who was just risen, and employed in examining 
the clothes she ha:l on the day of her ill asage. 

Here's a sight, cried she. Come here, cbild,
only look-Pardi, so long as I've lived, I never 
see so much before ! Why, all . my things are 
spoilt: and. what's worse, my sacque was u good 
as new. Here's the second negligee I've had used 
in this manner !-I'm sure I was a fool to put it 
on in such a lonesome place as this ; however, if 
I stay here these ten years, I'll never put on ano
ther good sown, that I'm resolved. 

Will you let the maid try if she can iron it out, 
or clean it ma'am ? 

No, she'll only make bad worse.-But look 
here, now, here's a cloak; ~l-Ion Die1t I why it 
looks like a dish clout; or all the unluckinessel 
that ever I ritet, this is the worst! for do you 
know, I bought it but the day before I left Paris? 
-Besides into the bargain, my cap's quite gone: 
where the villain twitched it, I don't know; but 
I never see no more of it from that time to this. 
Now you must know this was the 
eap I bad in the world, for I've neither ,. ... nu~A'I'' •·:•l• 
with a pink ribbon in it ; and, to tell you the 
troth, if I had't thought to have seen M. du BoiBt 
I'd have flown ; for as to wba& oDe 1ftarll in 
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;d a stupid plarc as this signifies no more than no .. 
•r. thing at all. 

She then told me, that she l1ad been thinking 
of a contrimnee all night to hinder the captain 
from finding out her lo , s of curls; which was, 
havin~ a lat·ge gauze handkerchief pinned over h€t' 
head as a hood, anti :>'ly sl1e had the tooth ache. 

To t 11 you the truth, added she, I believe that 
the captain is one of the worst men in the world; 
he's always making a jol{e of me ; and as to Lis 
ll(~ing a gentlem n, he has no more mannE.'rs than 
a bear, for he's always upon the grin \vben one's 
in di;;trc~s; and, I declare, l 'd rather he done 
any thing to tha:1 laughed at, for, to my mind, it's 
one the disa:.;-t·ceablest thin!.:\'s iu the world. 

Mr. 1\finan I founu, ha1l been endeavouring to 
<lis uade het• of the de~ign she had formed of !Ja\·
ing t·ecoursc to tl•c law, iu order to t utl out the 
suppo ed rouhct·s; for she drearl~ a di covery of 
the C'aptain, <luring madam Duval' stay at How:wd 
Grove, as it could not fail ot bein.r; pt·oductive of 
infinite <'ommotion. She has, therefore, takc"n 
great pain to show the inutility of applying to 
justice, unless she were more able to describe the 
offenders against whom she woulu appear; and 
has assured her, that as slw neither heard their 
voices, nor saw their faces, ~<he cannot possibly 
swear to their· JH'r ons, or abtain any rcdt·ess. 

Madame Du,·:tl, in tellint:t me thi~, extrcmrlv la~ 
mented her laard fate, t h t ~he wa~ thus pre\·c~ted 
from re\·enging- het· injuries; whic!,, however, she 
vowed sho would not be per uadcd to pocket trwu~ 
l!J: because, added she, if such villains as thEse 

N 
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o~.re let to have their own way, and nobody takes 
no notice of their impudence, they'll make no 
more ado than nothing at all of tying people in 
ditches, and such things as that: bowe,·er, I shall 
consult with M. du Bois, as soon as I can ferret 
out where t·e's bid himself. I'm sure l'ye a right 
to his advice, for it's all along of his gaping about 
at the Tower that I've met with these misfortunes. 

l\I. du Boi~, said I, will, I am sure, be very sorr1 
when he hears what has happened. 

And what good will that do now ?-that won't 
unspoil my clothes; I can tell him, I a n't much 
obliged to him, though it's no fault of his ;-yet is 
i'n't the less pro\'okinger for th.\t. I'm sure, if be 
had been there, to ht\ve !\Cen rr.c served in that 
manner, and put neck and heels into a ditch, h'd 
no more have thought it was me than the Pope of 
Rome. I'll promise you, whatever you may think 
of it, I sha'n't have no r2st, night nor day, till 1 
find out that rogue. 

I have no dour.t, madam, but you will soon find 
him. 

Panli, if I do, I'll hang him as sure as fate!-
But what's the oddest is, that he should take such 
a special spite agaimt me more than the rest; it 
was as much for nothing as could be ; for I don't 
know wh:\t I bad done, so particular bad, as to be 
used in that manner ; I'm sure I hadn't given him 
no offence, as I know of, for I ne,·er saw his face 
all the time ; 11nd as to screamin~ a little, I think 
it's very bard if one mustn't tlo SJch a thing as t.bat, 
when one's put in fear of one's life. 

During this conYersatioa, she endeavoured to 
adjuet her bead dresa but oould not at all 
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Lkes herself. Indeed, had I not been present, I should 
have thought it impossible for a woman, at her 
time of life, to be so very difficult in regard to 
dresl!. What she may have in view, I cannot ima
gine ; but the labour of the toilette seems the chief 
business of her life. 

\Vhen I )eft her, in my way down stairs I met 
sir Clement; who, with great earnestness, said he 
must not be denied the lwnour of a moment's con
versation with me; and then, without waiting for 
an answer, he led me to the garden ; at the door 
of which, however, I :tl•solutcly insisted upon stop
ping. 

Ho seemed ''ery serioUF., and Qaid, in a grave tone 
of voice, At length, Miss "\miliE·, I flatter myself 
I ba\"6 hit upon an expedient that will oblige 
you ; and tl1ercfore, though it is death to myself, 
I will put it in practice. 

I begged him to explain himsrlf. 
I saw you!' desire of saving madame Duval, and 

acarce could I refrain gi\·ing the hrutal captain my 
real opinion of his savage conduct, but I am un
willing to quarrel with him lest I should be denied 
entrance i:1to the house which you inhabit; I have 
been endeavouring to prevail with him to give up 
hia absurd new scheme, but I find him impene
trable: I have therefore determined to make a 
pretence for suddenly leaving this place, dear as 
it is to me, and containing aJl I mo!lt admire and 
adore ;-and I will stay in tO\\n till tle violence 
of thia boob,Yish humour is abated. 

lie stopped; hut I was silent, for I knew not 
bat I ought to say. Ho took my hand, which he 

pn-.d to hie lips, 8<\)'ing, And muet 1 tbeu, miu 
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Anville, must I quit you-sacrifice voluntarily my 
greatest felicity ; and yet not be honoured with 
one word, one look of approbation. 

I withdrew my hand, and said with a half laugh, 
You know so wdl, sir Clement, the value of the 
favours you confer, that it would be superfluous 
for me to point it out. 

Charming, charming girl! bow does your wit, 
your understanding, rise upon me daily:. and must 
I, ean I part with you ?-will no other method-

0, sir, clo you so soon repent the good office you 
had planned for madame Duval. 

Fur madame Duval ! cruel creature, and will 
you not even suffer me to place to your account 
the sacrifice I am about to rr.ake? 

You must place it, sir, to what account you 
please:. hut I am too much in haste now to stay 

here any longer. 
And then J would have left ltim; but he held 

me, and rather impatiently said, If, then. I cannot 
he so happy as to oblige you, miss Anville, you 
must not be surprised should I seek to oblige my
Relf. If my scheme i~ not honoured with your ap
probation, for wltirh aloT'e it was formed, why 
shol1ld I, to my own infinite dissatisfaction, pur-

sue it! 
'Ve were then, for a few minutes, both silent; 

I was really unwilling he should give up a plan 
which would so effectually break into the captain's 
desi~ns, and, at the same time, save me the pain 
of disobliging him; and should instantlyand thank· 
fully have accepted his offered cinlity, bad not :Mrs. 
Mirva.n's caution made me ex,remely fearful. 
Jlowever, when he pres&ed me to apeak, 1 ~in 
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an ironical voice, I had thought, sir, that the very 
strong sense you ha.ve yourself of the favour you 
propose to me, would sufficiently haTe repaid you ; 
but as I was mistaken, I must thank you myself. 
And now, (making a low courtsey,) I hope, sir, 
you are satisfied. 

Loveliest of thy sex-l1e began; but I forced 
myself from him and ran up stairs. 

Soon after Miss Mirvan told me that sir Clement 
had Just received a letter, which obliged him in
stantly to leave the Grove, that he had actually 
ordered a chaise. I then aequainted her with the 
real state of the affair. Indeed, I conceal nothing 
from her ; she is so gentle and sweet tempered 
that it gives me great pleasure to place an entire 
confidence in her. 

At dinner, I mu~t own, we all missed him ; for 
though the flightiness of his behaviour to me, 
when we were by ourselves, is very distressing; 
:yet, in large companies, and general conversation, 
he is extremly entertaining and agreeable. As to 
the captain, he has been so much charinged at hiR 
departure, that be has scarcely spoken a word since 
he went; but madame Duval, who made her first 
public appearance since her accident, was quite 
in raptures that she escaped seeing him. 

The money which we left at the (arm house has 
been returned to us. What pains the captain 
must h~&ve taken to arrange and manage the ad -
ventures whieh he chose we should meet with ! 
Yet he must certainly be discovered ; for madame 
Duval is already very much perplexed, at having 
nceived a letter this morning from M. du Bois, 
la whichhemakesno mention of his imprisOnment. 
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HoweYer, she has so little suspici::m that abe im· 
putes his silence upon the subject, to his fears that 
the letter might be intercepted. 

Not one opportunity could I meet with, whilo 
sir Clement was here, to inquire after his friend 
lord Orville; but I think it was strange he should 
never mention him unasked. Indeed, I rather 
wonder that Mrs. Mirvan herself did not introduce 
the subject, for she always seemed particularly at
tentive to him. 

And now, once more, all my thoughts involun
tarily turn upon the letter I so soon expect from 
Paris. This visit of sir Clement has, however, 
somewhat diverted my fears: and, therefore, I nm 
very glad be made it at this time. Adieu, my dear 
sir. 

Sir Jokn Belmont to Lady Iloward. 
Madam, Paria, May 1 1. 

I HAVK this moment th~ honour of your Iadyship's 
letter, and will not wait another, before I return 
an answer. 

It seldom happens that a man, though extolled 
as a saint, is really without blt>mish ; or that an
other though revered as a devil, is really without 
humanity. Perhaps the time is not very distant, 
when I may have the honour to convince your 
Iadyship of this truth, in regard to Mr. Villara and 
myself. 

As to the young lady, whom Mr. Villars 10 

obligingly proposes presenting to me, I wish her 
all the happiness to which, by 1our Iadyship's ac
count abe seema entitled; and, if abe hu a tbild 
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part or the merit of her to whom you compare her 
1 doubt not but Mr. Villars will be more success
ful iu any other application he makes for her ad
vantage, than he can ever be in any with which be 
may be pleased to favout• me. 

I have the honour to be, madam, 
Your Iadyship's most humble 

and most obedient servant, 
JOHN BELMO~T. 

Eulina to the Rei}, .J.lb·. Villw·.~. 

Howard Grove, May lB. 
'YBLL, my dear sir, all is now over! the letter so 
anxiously expected is at length arrived, and. my 
doom is fixed. The various feelings which oppress 
me I have not language to d~!~cribe; nor need !
you know my heart, you have yourself formed it
and its sengation upon this occasion you may but 
too readily imagine. 

Out ea. t as I am, and rejected for ever by him to 
whom I of ri.~l:t belong-how shall I implore your 
continued protection ?-Ko, no ;-I will not offend 
your generous heart, which, open to distress, has 
no wish but to relieve it, with an application that 
would ~eem to imply a doubt. I am more !ecure 
than ever of your kindness, since you now know 
upon that is my sole dependence. 

1 endeavoured to bear this stroke with compo· 
sure, and in such a manner as if I had already re
ceived your coumel and consolation. Yet, at 
times, my emotions arc almost too much for me. 
0, sir, what a letter for a parent to write ! Must 
I not myself be deaf to the ,·oice of nature if I 
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could endure to be thus absolutely abandoned 
without regret? I dare not even to you, nor 
would I, could I halp it, to myself, acknowledge all 
that I think; for, indeed, I have sometimes senti
ments upon this reJection, which my strongest 
sense of duty can scarcely correct. Yet suffer me 
to ask-might not this answer ha Ye been softened? 
-was it not enough to disclaim me for ever, with
out treating me with contempt and wounding me 
by derision ? 

But while I am thus thinking of myself, I tor-
get how much more he is the object of sorrow 
than I am ? Alas, what amends can he make hidl· 
self f~r the anguish he is hoarding up for the 
time to come I My heart bleeds for him, whenever 
this reflection occ11rs to me. 

What is said of you, my protector, my friend, 
my benefactor! I dare not trust myself to comment 
upon. Gracious Heavens! what a return for 
goodness so unparalleled ! 

I would fain endeavour to divert my thoughts 
from this subject: hut even that is not in my pow· 
er; for, amicting as this letter is to me, I find 
that it will not be allowed to conclude the affair, 
though it does all my expectations, for madame 
Duval has de~ermined not to let it rest here. She 
heard the letter in great wrath, and protested she 
would not be so easily answered ; she regretted 
her facility in having been prevailed upon to yield 
the direction of this affa1r to those who knew nol 
bow to manage it, and vowed abe would herself 
undertake and conduct it in future. 

It is in vain that I have pleaded againat hew JIB• 

Jolution, and besought her to forbear an at&aok 
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where she has nothing to e.xpect but resentment: 
especially as there seems to be a hint, that lady 
Howard will one day be more openly dealt with. 
She will not her.r me: she is furiously bent upon 
a project which is terrible to think of; for she 
means to go herself to Paris, take me with her, 
and there, face to face, demand justice! 

How to appease or to persuade her, I know 
not; but for the universe would I not he drag
ged, in such a manner, to an interview so awful, 
with a parent I have never yet beheld! 

Lady Howard and Mrs. l\tirvan are both of 
them infinitely shocked at the present situation 
of affairs, and they .seem to be even more kind to 
me than ever; and my dear l\Iaria, who is the 
friend uf my heart, uses her utmost efforts to 
console me ; and when she fails in her design, 
with still greater kindness she sympathises in my 
sorrow. 

I very much rejoice, however, that sir Clement 
"\Villoughuy had left us before this letter arrived. 
-I am sure the general confusion of the house 
would otherwise betray to him the whole of a 
tale which I now, more than ever, wished to have 
buried in oblivion. 

Lady Howard thinks I ought not to disoblige 
madame Duval, yet she acknowledges the impro
priety of my accompanying her abroad upon such 
an enterprise. Indeed, I would rather die than 
force myself into his presence. But so vehement 
is madama Duval, that she would instantly have 
compelled me to attend her to town in her way to 
raris, had not lady Howard so far exerted herself, 
,.. to declare she could by no means consent to my 
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quitting her house till she gave me up to you, hy 
whose permission T had entered it. 

She was extremely angry at this denial; and 
the captain, by his sneers and raillery, so much 
increased her rage, that sho has positively declar
ed, should your next letter dispute her authority 
to guide me by her own pleasure, she will without 
hesitation, make a journey to Berry Ilill,:md teach 
you to know who she is. 

Should she put this threat in execution, no
thing could giTe me greater uneasiness: for her 
violence and volubility would almost distract me. 

Unable as I am to act for myself, or to judge 
what conduct I ought to pursue, how grateful do 
I feel myself tl1at I have such a guide and direc
tor to counsel and instruct me as yourself. 

Adieu, my dearest sir! Heaven, I trust, will 
never let me live to be repulsed and derided by 
you, to whom I may now sign myself wholly your 

· EVELINA. 

J[r. Villars to Lady Ilo2ca?·d. 

Dear l\Iadnm, Berry Hill, May '27. 
I BRLIKY& you;- ladyship will not be surprised at 
hearing I have had a ,,i~it from maflame Duva], as 
I doubt not her having made known her intention 
before she left Hownrd Grove. I would gladly 
have excu~ed myRclf this meeting, coul1l f have 
avoided it decently; but after so long a journe1, 
it was not possible to refuse her admittance. 

She told me that she came to Berry Hill, in 
consequence of a letter I bad aent to her grand. 
daughter, in which I haclforbid her going to Pa-
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l'is. Very roughly she then called me to account 
for the authority which I assumed ; and, had I 
been disposed to have argued with her, she would 
very angrily have disputed the right by which I 
used it. But I declined all debating. I there
foro listened very quietly till she had so much fa
tigtu~rl herself with talking, that she was glad in 
her turn, to be silent. And then I begged to know 
the purport of her visit. 

She answered, that she came to make me relin
quish the power ·I had usurped over her grand
daughter; and assured me she would not quit the 
place till she succeeded. 

But I will not trouhle your Iadyship with the 
particulars of this disagreeable conversation; nor 
should I, b~t on account of the result, have cho
sen so unplea~ant a subject for your pcrmal.
However, I will be as conci3e as I possibly can, 
that the better occupations of your Iadyship's 
time may be legs impeded. 

When she found me inexorable in refusing 
Evelina's attending her to Paris, she peremptorily 
insisted that she should at least live with her in 
London till sir John Delmont's return. I remon
strated again11t this scheme with all the energy in 
my power: hut the contest was ,·ain; she lost her 
patienol!, an<l I my time. She deelared, that if I 
was resolute in oppo~in~ her. she would instantly 
make a will, in which she would leave all her for
tune to strangers, though otherwise, she intended 
her grand-dau~hter for her sole heiress. 

To me, I own, this threat seemed of little con
sequence~ I have long accustomed myself to 
thiDk, that, with a competency, of which she is 
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sure, my child might be as happy as in the pos
session of millions; but the incertitude of her 
future fate deters me from following implicitly 
the dictates of my present judgment. 'l'he con
nexions she may hereafter form, the style of life 
for which she may he destined, are considerations 
which give but too much weight to the menaces 
of madame Duval. In short, madam, after a dis
course inhnitely tedious, I was obliged, though 
very reluctantly, to compromise with this ungo
''ernable woman, hy consenting tLat Evelina should 
pass one month with her. 

I never made a concession with so bad a ~race, 
or so much regret. The violence and vulgarity of 
this woman, her total ignorance of propriety, the 
family to which she is related, and the company 
she is likely to keep, are objections so forcible to 
};er having the charge of this dear child, that no
thing less than my indifference of th& right I have 
of depriving her of so largo a fortune, would 
have induced me to listnn to her proposal. In
deed we parted, at last, equally discontented ; 
she at what 1 had refused, 1 at what I had 
granted. 

It now only remains for me to return your Ia
dyship my humble acknowledgements for the kind· 
nesl\ which you have so liberally shown to my 
ward ; and to Leg you would have the goodness 
to part with her when madame Duval thinks pro
per to claim the promise which she has extorted 
from me. I am, dear madam, &c. 

ARTHUR YILLARS 



lltr. Villars to Evelina. 
Berry Hill, May 28. 

WtTH a reluctance that occasions me inexpressi
ble uneasiness, I have been almost compelled to 
consent that my Evelina should quit the protec
tion of the hospitable and respectable lady How
ard. and accompany madame Duval to a city 
which I had hoped she would never again have 
entered. But, alas, my dear child, we are the 
slaves of custom, the d•1pes of prejudice, and dare 
not stem the torrent of an opposing world, even 
though our judgments condemn our compliance! 
Howc'l'er, since the die is cast, we must endeavour 
to make the best of it. 

You will have occasion in the course of the 
month you are to pa8s with maclame Duval, for all 
the circnm pection, and prudence you can call to 
your aid. She will not, I know, propose any thing 
to you which she thinks wrong herself; but you 
must learn not only to judge hut to act for your
self : if any schemes are started, -any engagements 
made, which your understanding represents to you 
as improper, exert yourself resolutely in avoiding 
them ; and do not, by a passive facility, riak the 
censure of the world, or your own future regret. 

You cannot too assiduously attend to madame 
Duval herself; but I would wish you to mix as 
little as pos,ible with her associates, who are not 
likely to be among those whose acquaintance would 
reflect credit upon you. Remember, my dear 
Evelina, nothing is so delicate as the reputation of 
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As soon as we drove away, madame Duval, with 
much satisfaction, exclaimed, lJicu merci, we've 
got off at last ! 1 'm sure I never desire to see thn.t 
place a:rain. It's a. wonder 1 've got away alive ; 
for I believe I've had the worst luck ever was 
known from tl.e time I set my foot upon the thres· 
hold. I know I wish 1 'd never gone. Besides, in· 
to the bargain, its the most dullest place in all 
Christendom, there's never any diversions, nor no
tiling at all. 

Then she bewailed .M. du Bois; concerning 
whose adventures she continued to make various 
conjectures rluring the rest of our joumcy. 

"'hen 1 a:::ked her what pnrt of London Phe 
should reside in, she told me that 1\fr. Bmnghton 
was to meet us a.t an inn, and would conduct us to 
a lodging. Accordingly, we pwceec..l ed to a hou3e 
in Bishop.t;atc stt•ect, and were led by a waiter into 
a room whet·e we found l\Ir. Branghton. 

He reccive<l us Yery civilly; hut seemed rather 
surpt·iscd at seeing me, saying, Why, I d1d;1 ' t think 
of your bringing miss; however, she's very wel· 
come. 

1 'Jl tell you how it was, said madame Duval : 
you must know I 've a mind to take the girl to Pa· 
ris, that she way see something of the '"orld, and 
improve herself a little; besides l've another rea* 
son, that you aud l will talk more aLout. But, 
do you know, tl,at medrlling old par.;on, as I told 
you of, would not let her go l However, I'm re
solved Ill be even with him ; for l shall take her 
on with me, without saying uevcra. woru mure to 
nobody. 

I atarted with this intimation, which very much 
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This is a hard case, indeed, cousin. Dut wl1y 
don't you go to justice Fielding? 

0, as to that, I'm going to him directly: but 
only I want first to see poor l\I. du Bois; for the 
oddcst thing of all is, that he has wrote to me, 
ne,·cr said nothing of where he i., nor what's be
come of him nor nothing else. 

1\I. du Bois! why he's at my house at this Yery 
timr. 

M. 1lu Bois at your house! ·well, I 1lcclare this 
is the surpi'isingcst part of all. IIow<n er, I assure 
you, I think lte might haYe corned for me as well 
as you, considering what I llavc ~one throu~h on 
his acc•ount: fot·, to tell you the tmth, it was all 
along of him that I met \Yith that aceideut; so I 
don't take 1t \'ery kind of him, I promise you. 

"\\\ 11, hut cousin, tell me some of the particulars 
of thi~ aiTair. 

As tJ t!JC pn.rticulars, I'm ~urc they'd mal•eyour 
hair stand on end to hear them; howel'er the be
ginning of it all was through the fa.ult of l\1. du 
Bois: but I'll assure ,YOu, he may take care of him
self in future, since he don't so much as come to 
sec if I'm de d or alive.-But there I went for him 
to a jw;ticc of peace, and rodP alt out of the way, 
and did every thing in the world. and was used 
worsertltan a dog, anrl all for the sal;e of serving of 
him: and now. ,·ou sec, he don't so much-well I 
was n. fool f<'l' ;ny pains.-Howe\'Ct·, he may get 
somebody else to be tt·eated so another time; for, 
if he's taken up every day in tho week, I 'll never 
go after him no more. 

This occasioned an explanation; in the course 
0 
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of which madame Duval, to her utter amazement, 
heard that l\I. du Bois had never left London dur
ing her absence! nor did 1\Ir. Branghton believe 
that he had ever been to the Tower, or met with 
any liind of accident. 

Almost instantly the whole truth of the transac
tion seemed to rusk upon Iter n~ind, and her wrath 
was inconceivably violent. She asked me a thou
sand questions in a breath; but, fortunately, was 
too vehement to attend to my embarrassment, 
which must otherwise have betrayed my knowled~e 
of the deceit. Revenge was her first wish ; and 
she vowed she would go the next morning to jus· 
tice Fielding, and inquire what punishment she 
might lawfully inflict upon the captain for his as· 
sault. 

I believe we were an hour at Bishopgate street 
before poor madame Duval could allow any thing 
to be mentioned but her own story: <'t length, 
however, l\1r. Branghton told her, that l\1. du Bois, 
and all hi& own family, were waiting for her at his 
house. A hackney-coach was then called, and we 
proeeeded to Snow-hill. 

1\Ir. Branghton 's house is small and incon
venient, though his shop, wllich takes in all the 
ground floor, is large and commodious. I believe 
I told you before that he is a silversmith. 

'\Ve were conducted up two pair of stairs: for 
the dining-room, i\Ir. Bt·anghton told us, was let. 
His two daughters, their Lrothe1·, l\I. du Bois, 
an<l a voun~r m m. were ut tea. They h:1.<l waitul 
some time for madame Duval,'!mt I found they had 
noL auy ~:xpuct .... .Jull that 1 was to accompany her, 
and the young ladies, I believe, were rather more 
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surprised than pleased when I made my appear
ance ; for they seemed hurt that I should see 
their partment. Indeed, 1 would willingly have 
&aved them that pain had it been in my power. 

The first person who saw me was M. du Bofs, 
Ah, mon Dieu! exclaimed he, roi 1a mademoiselle I 

Soon alter tea miss Branghton took an opportu
nity to tell me, in a whisper, that the young man 
I saw was a lover of her sister'~ that his name was 
Brown, and he that was a haherdasher: with 
many other particulars of his circumstances and 
family~ and then she declared her utter aversion 
to the thoughts of such a match; but added, that 
her ~ister had no manner of spirit or ambition, 
though, for her part, she would ten times rather 
die an old maid, than marry any perRon but a 
gentleman. And for that matter, added she, I 
believe Polly herself don't care much for him, 
only she's in such a hurry, becau'!e, I sup}'Ose, 
she's a mind to be married before me; however, 
she's very welcome; for 1 'm sure, I don't care a 
pin's point whether I ever marry at all :-it's all 
one to me. 

I was very glad when the time of our departing 
arrived. Mr. Branghton said our lodgings were 
in Holborn, that we might be near his house, 
and neighoourly. He accompanied us to them 
himself. 

Our rooms are large, and not inconvenient: our 
landlord is a hosier. I am sure I ha\'e a. thousand 
reasons to rejoice that I am so little known ; for 
my present Situation is, m every rtspect, very un
enviable: and I would not for the "orld, be seen 
b7u1 acquaintance of Mrs. Mirvan. 
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dine and spend the day at Mr. Branghton's; and 
M. du Bois, who was also invited, called to con
duct us to Snow-hill. 

Young llranghton received us at the door; and 
the first words he spoke were, Do you know, sis
ters arn 't d rcssed vet ! 

Then hurrying u·s into the house, lHl said to me, 
Come miss, you shall go up stairl! and catch 'em 
-I clare say they're at the glass. 

lie would have taken my band; but I declined 
this civility, and begged to follow madame Duval. 

J\Ir. Branghton then appeared, and led the way 
himself. \\'e went, as before, up two pair of 
stairs ; but the moment the father opened the 
door, the daughters both gave a loud scream. 
1N e all stopped ; and then miss Branghton called 
out, Lord papa, what do you bring the cr mpany 
up here for l Why, Pally and I a 'nt lwlf dressed. 

More shame for you, answered. he ; here's your 
aunt, and cousin, and .M. du Bois, all waiting, and 
nc'er a room to take them to. 

Who'd have thought of their coming so soon? 
cried she; I am sure, for my part, I tl10ught miss 
was used to nothing hut quality hours. 

Why, I shan't be ready this half hour yet, said 
miss Pally; can't they stay in the shop, till we 
are dressed ? 

1\Ir. llranghton was very angry, and scolded 
them ,·iolently; howcYer, we were obliged to 
descend, and stools were prorured for us in the 
shop, where we found the brother, who was highly 
delighted. he said, that his sisters had been cutch· 
ed; and he thought proper to entertain me with 
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a long account of their tediousness, and the many 
quarrels they all had to~cther. 

·when, at length, these ladies were equipped to 
their satisfaction, they made their appearance; 
but before any conversation was suffered to pass 
between them and us, they had a most long and 
disagreeable dialogue with their father, to whose 
reprmiand~, though so just incurred, they replied 
with the utmost pertness, while their brother all 
the time laughed aloud. 

The moment they perceived this, they were so 
much provukerl, that, instead of making any apo· 
logics to madame Duval, they 11ext began a quar· 
rel with him. Tom, what do you laugh for? I 
wonder what business you ltave to be always a 
laughing when papa scolds us? 

Then what business have you to be such a while 
getting on your clothes? You're never ready, 
you know well enough. 

Lord, sir, I wonder what's that to you ! 
wish you'd mind your own affairs, and not trouble 
yourself about ours. How should a boy like you 
know any thing? 

A boy, indeed ! not such a boy, neither: I'll 
warrant you'll Le glad to be as young when you 
come to be old maids. 

This sort of dialogue we were amused with till 
dinner was ready, when we again mounted up two 
pair of stairs. 

In our way, miss Polly told me that her sister 
bad asked i\Ir. Smith for his room to dine in, but 
he had refused to lend it ; hecause, she said, one 
day it happened to be a little greased ; however, 
we shall have it to drink tea in, and then, per-
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baps, you may see him; and I assure you he's 
quite like one of the quality, and dresses as fine 
and goes to balls aud dances, and every thing 
quite in taste ; and besides, miss, he keeps a foot 
Lay of his own too. 

The dinner was ill-served, ill·cooked, and ill
managed. The maid who waited had so often to 
go down stairs for something that was forgotten, 
that the Branghtons wea•e perpetually obliged to 
rise from the table themselves, to get plates, 
knives and forks, bread or heer. Had they been 
without pretensions, all this would hav(j seemed 
of no consequence; but they aimed at appearing 
to advantage, and even fancied they succeeded. 
However, the most disagreeable part of our fare 
was, that the whole family continually di~puted 
whose turn it was to rise, and whose to be allowed 
to sit still. 

\Vhen the meal was over, madame Duval, ever 
eager to discourse about her trcn·els, entered into 
an argument with Mr. Branghton, and, in broken 
English, with l\1. du Bois, concerning the French 
nation: and miss Pally, then addressing herself 
to me, said, Don't you think, miss, it's very dull 
sitting up stairs here? we'd better go down to 
ahop, and then we shall see the people go by. 

Lord, Poll, said the brother, you are always 
wanting to he staring and gaping; and I'm sure 
you needn't be so fond of illhowing yourself, for 
you're ugly enough to frighten a horse. 

Ugly, indeed, I wonder which ~s best, you or 
me. But, I tell you what, Tom, you've no need 
to give yourself such airs; for, if you do, I'll tell 
miaa of-you know what--
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Who cares i£ you do ? you may tell what you 
·will; I don't mind--

Indeed, criell I, I · do not desire to hear any 
secret. 

0, but I'm resolved I'll tell you, because Tom's 
110 very spiteful. You must know, miss, t'othcr 
night-

Poll, cried the brother if yon tell of that, miss 
shall }{now all about yonr meeting young Brown, 
-you know when !-So I'll he quits with you one 
way or other. 

l\liss Polly colourer1, and a~ain proposed our 
going down 11tairs tilll\fr. Smith's room was ready 
fol' our reception. 

Ay, so we will, said miss Branghton: I'H as· 
'3ure you, cousin, we have some ve1·y ~entcel peo· 
pie pass l>y our shop sometimes. Pally and I 
always go and sit there when we've cle:med our
selves. 

Yes, miss, cried .the brother, they do nothing 
else all day long when father don't scold them. 
But the best fun i11, when they've got all their 
dirty things on, and all their hair about their ears, 
!!Ometimes I send young Brown up st:1.1rs to them; 
and then there's such a fus~ !-There they hide 
themselves, and rnn away, and squeal and squall 
like any thing mad; and so then I puts the two 
cats into the room. and I give~ them a good whip· 
ping, anrl so that sets them a squalling too; so 
there's !luch a noise and such an uproar !-Lord, 
you can't think, miss, what a fu~s it is! 

This occasioned a fresh quarrel with the sisters, 
at the end of which, it was at length decided that 
we abould go to the abop. 
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In our way down stair!!, Miss Branghton said 
aloud, I wonder when Mr. Smith's room will be 
ready. 

So do I, answered Polly; I" m sure we should 
not do any harm to it now. 

This hint had not the desired etTect; for we 
were sufl'ered to proceetl vet·y quietly. 

As we enterctl the shop, I observed a young 
man in deep mourning leaning ngainst the wall, 
with his arms foldctl, and his eyes fixed on the 
ground, apparently in profound and melancholy 
meditation; but the moment lte perceived us, he 
st:lrted, and making a passing bow, very abruptly 
retired. As I found he was permitted to go quite 
unnoticed, I could not forbear inquiring who he 
was. 

Lord! answered miss BrangMon, he's nothing 
but a poor Scotch poet. 

For my part, said miss Polly, I helieYe he'!l just 
star\·ed, for I don't find he has any thing to live 
upon. 

Live upon ! cried the hrother ; why, he's a 
poet you know, so he may live upon hi:. learning. 

Ay, and good enough for him too, said mjss 
Branghton ~ for he's as proud as he's poor. 

Like enough, replied the brother; but, for all 
that, you won't find he willli\·e without meat and 
drir:l~: no, no, catch a Scotch man at that if you 
can ! why, they only come hero for what they can 
get. 

I'm sure, said miss Branghton, I wonder pa
pa'll be such a fool as to let him stay in his house, 
for I dare say, he'll never pay for his lodging. 

Why, no more he would, if he could get another 





EVKJ.IN&. 
I 

0 life l thou lingering dream of grief, of pain, 
And every ill that Nature can sustain, 

Strange, mutable, and wild ! 
Now flattering "ith Hope moet fair, 
Depressing now with fell Despair, 

The nurse of Guilt, the slave of Pride, 
That like a wayward child, 

Who, to himself a foe, 
Sees joy alone in what's denied, 

In what is granted woe; 
0 thou poor, feeble, f!E.'cting pow'r, 
Ry Vice seduced, by Folly woo'd, 
By Misery, Shame, RemorsP, pursued: 
And as thy toilsome steps proceed, 
Seeming to Youth the fairest flow'r, 

A: gilded hut a bitter pill, 
Of varied great, and complicated ill! 

219 

These lines are harsh, but they indicate an in
ternal wretchedness, which, I own, affects me. 
Surely this young man must be involved in mis
fortunes of no common nature; but I cannot 
imagine what can induce him to remain with this 
unfeeling family, where he is, most unworthily, 
despised for being poor, and most Hliberally de
tested for being a Scotchman. He may indeed 
have motives, which he cannot surmc·unt, for sub
mitting to such a situation. What(·ver they are, 
I mo11t heartily pity him, and cannot. but wish it 
were in my power to afford him somt relief. 

During this conversation, Mr. Sn: th's footboy 
came to miss Branghton, and informed her, that 
his master said she might have the room now 
when she liked it, for be was presently going out. 

This very genteel message, though it perfectly 
1atisfied the miss Branghtons, by no means added 
to my desire of being introduced to this gentle
JD&n: and upon their rising, with intention to a<>o 
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He made many apologies that he had not lent 
his room for our dinner, which, he said, he should 
certainly have done bad he seen me first ; and he 
assured me, that when I came again, he should 
he very glad to ohlige me. 

I told him and with sincC!rity, that eTery part 
of tho house was e<]_ually indifferent to me. 

\Vhy, ma'um, the truth i , miss Biddy and Polly 
tako no care of any thing else, I 'm sure, tlJCy 
shonhll>e always welcome to my room; for I'm 
never so happy ns in oulibing the ladies-that's 
my ch:u-actl.>l·, ma.'am :-hut really, the last time 
they had it, crery thing was mado so nasty and 
so greasy, that, upon my word, to a man who 
wi11ltes to have things a little genteel, it was <]_uite 
cruel. 

Now as to you, ma'am, its quite another thing, 
for I should not mind if every thin"' 1 had was 
spoilt, for the sake of ha\'illg the pleasure to 
oblige you; and I assure you, ma'am, it makes 
me quite happy that I have room good enough to 
receive you. 

This elegant speech was followccl hy many 
others, so much in the same style, that to write 
them would be superfluous ; and as he did not 
allow me a moment to speak to any other person, 
the rest of the evening was consumed in a painful 
attention to this irksome JOung man, who seemed 
to intend appearance before me to tho utmost 
advantage. 

Adieu, my dear sir. I fear you will be sick of 
reading about the famil' ; yet I must write of 
tbem, or not of any, since I mix with no other. 
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Happy shall I be when I quit them all, and again 
return to Berry Hill. 

E1·elina in continuation. 
June 10. 

Tnrs morning l\Ir. Smith called, on purpose he 
said, to offer me a ticket for the next Hampstead 
assembly. I thanked him, but desired to he eJ.:· 
cused accepting it; he would not, however, be 
denied, nor answered; and in a manner both ve
hement and free, pregsed and urged his offer ttll 
I was wearied to death ; but when he found me 
resolute, he seemed thunderstruck with amaze
ment, aHd thought proper to desire I would tell 
him n1y rea~ons. 

Obvious as they must have been to any other 
person, they were such as J knew not how to re
peat to him; and, when he found I hesitated, he 
said, Indeed, ma'am, you are too modest ; I as
sm·e you the ticket is quite at your service, and I 
shall be very happy to dance 11ith you ; so pray 
don't he so coy. 

Indeed, sir, returned I, you aro mistaken; I 
nev1'r supposed you would offer :t ticket without 
wishing it should he af'ceptcd ; hut it would an
swot· no purpose to mention the reasons which 
make me decline it, since they cannot possibly be 
removerl. 

This ~peech seemed YC1'Y much to mortify him; 
·which I could not Le eoHcct·~oed at, as I did not 
choo c to be treated by llim with so much free
dom. 'Vhen lte was, at last convinced that his 
application to me was ineffectual, he addressed 
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himself to madame Duval, and begged she would 
interfere in biB favour; offering at the same time 
to procure another ticket for himself. 

Ma, foi, sir, answered she, angrily, you might 
as well have had the complaisance to ask me be
fore: for, I assure you, I don't approve of no such 
rudeness~ however, you mny keep your tickets to 
yourself, for we don't want none of 'em. 

This rebuke almost overset him; he tnade many 
apologies, and said that he should certainly have 
first applied to her, but that he had no notion the 
youug lady would have refused him, and, on the 
contrary, had concluded that she would have as
sisted him to persuade madame lJuval herself. 

This excuse appeased her; and he pleaded his 
cause so successfully, that, to my great chagrin, 
he gained it, and madame Duval promised that 
she would go herself, and take me, to the Hamp
stead assembly, whenever he pleased. 

Mr. Smith then approaching me with an air of 
triumph, said, Well, ma'am, now I think you can't 
possibly keep your denial. 

I made no answer ,and he soon took leave, though 
not till he had so wonderfu ,Iy gained the favour of 
madame Duval, that she declared, when he was 
gone, he wns the prettiest young man she had Peen 
sinoe she came to England. 

As soon as I could find an opportunity, I ven
tured, in the mo11t humule manner to entreat ma
dame Du,al would not insist upon my attending 
her to this ball; and representing to her, as well 
as I was able, the impropriety of my accepting 
any pl'eSent from a young man who was so en
tirely unknown to me ; hut ahe laughed at m1 
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scruples; called me a foolish, ignorant country 
girl ; and said she shoul<l make it her business to 
teach me somctHng of the world. 

This ball is to be next week. I am sure it is 
not more im proper for, than unple:tsant to me, 
and I will use eYcry possible endeavour to avoid it. 
P erhaps I may apply to miss Bt·anghton for ad
vice, as I Lelicvo she will be willing to assist me, 
from disliking equally with myself that I should 
da.nec with :. !r. Smith. 

June 11. 
0, my dear sir! I have been shocl;:ed to death ; 

and yet at the sau;c time delighted beyotHI expres
sion, in the hope that I h:~Yc happily been the in
strument of saYing a human creature from llcstruc
tion. 

This morning madame Duvalsa.id she would in-
vite the l3!·anghton family to return our visit to
morrow; and not choosing to rise herself-for she 
generally spends the mornin~ in bed, -she desired 
me to wait upon them witl1 her mes~:tge. 1\I. du 
Bois, who just then called, insisted upon attend
ing me. 

:Mt·. llranghton was in the shop, and told us that 
his sou and daughter were out ; but desired me to 
step up ~Ltirs, as he \·ery soon expected them home. 
This I did, leaving 1\I. du llois below. 1 went into 
the room where we had dined the day before; 
and, by a wonderful chance, l happened so to seat 
myself, that I had a view of the staire, and yet 
cvuld not be seem from them. 

In about ten minutes time, I s:n\', passing by 
the door, with a look perturbedandaffrighted, the 
same young man I mentioned in my last letter 
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Not heeding, as I suppose, how he went, in turn
ing the corner of the stairs, which are narrow and 
winding, his foot slipped and he fell; but almost 
instantly ri11ing, I plainly perceiYed the end of a 
pistol, which started from his pocket by hitting it 
against the stairs. 

I was inexpressibly shocked. All that I had 
heard of his misery occurred to my memory, made 
me conclude that he was, at that very moment, 
meditating suicide! StniCk with the dreadful idea, 
all my strength seemed to fail me. He moved on 
slowly, yet I soon lost sight of him ; I sat motion• 
less with terror: all power of action forsook me ; 
and I grew almost stiff with horror; till recollect
in~ that it was yet possible to prevent the fatal 
deed, all my faculties seemed to return with the 
hope of saving him. 

My first thought was to fly to 1\Ir. Branghton ; 
but I feared, that an instant of time lost might for 
ever he rued; and therefore, guided by the impulse 
of my apprehensions, as well as I was able I fol
lowed him up stairs, stepping very aoftly, and 
obliged to support myself by the bannisters. 

When I came within a few stairs of the landing
place I stopped ; for I could then see into his room, 
as he had not yet shut the door. 

He had put the pistol upon 1). table, and had his 
band in his pocket, whence, in a few moments, he 
took out another: he then emptied something on 
the table from a small leather bag; after which, 
taking up both the pistols, one in each hand, he 
dropped hastily upon his knees, and called out, 
0, God !- forgive me ! 

• l' 
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hia arms, and exclaimed, 0, sir~ have mercy on 
yourself. 

The guilty pistols fell from hi!! hands, which, 
disengaging from me, he fervently clasped, and 
cried, Sweet heaven ! is this thy angal? 

Encouraged by such gentleness, I again attempt• 
ed to take the pistols ; but, with a look half fran
tic, he again prevented me, saying, What would 
you do? 

Awaken you, I cried, with a courage I now 
wonder at, to worthier thoughts, and rescue you 
from perdition. 

I then seized the pistols ! he said not a word,
he made no effort to stop me ;-I glided quick by 
him, and tottered down stairs ere he had recover
ed from the extremest amazement. 

The moment I reached again the room I had so 
fearfully left I threw away the pistols, and fling
ing myself or. the first chair, gave free vent to the 
feelings I had so painfully stifled, in a violent 
burst of tears, which, indeed, proved a happy re .. 
Jief to me. 

In this situation I remained some time ; but 
when, at length, I lifted up my head, the first ob
ject I saw was the poor man who had occasioned 
my terror, standing, as if petrified, at the door, 
and gazing at me with eyes of wild wonder. 

I started from the chair; but trembled so ex
cessively, that I almost instantly sunk again into 
it. He then, though without advancing, and in 
a faltering voice, said, \Vhoever or whatever you 
are, relieve me, I pray you, from the suspence 
under which my soul labours-and tell me if in .. 
deed I do not dream ? 
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to them on their entrance into the room; for, to 
all appearance, I seemed to have suffered a violent 
death, eitl1er hy my own rashness, or the cruelty 
of some murderer, as the pistols had fallen clo~e 
by my sirlc. 

How soon I rf'covcred 1 knew not; but proba
bly, I was more indebted to the loudness of their 
cries than to their assistance ; for they all con
cluded that I was dead, and for some time, did 
not make an effort to revive me. 

Scarcely could I recollect wherP, or indeed 
what I wa~, ere they poured upon me such a tor
rent of questions and inquiries, that I was almost 
stunned with them ; as l was able, I endeavoured 
to satisfy their curiosity, by recounting what had 
happened as clearly as was in my power. They 
all looked aghast at the recital ; but, not being 
well enough to enter into any discussions, I beg
ged to have a chair called, and to return instantly 
home. 

Before I left them, I recommended with great 
earnestness, a vigilant observance of their unhappy 
lodger; and that they would take care to keep 
from him, if po ihle, all means of self-destruction. 

M. du Bois, who seemed extremely concerned 
at my indi position, walked l,y the side of the chair, 
and saw me safe to my own apartment. The 
rashness and the misery of this ill fated young 
man engross all my thoughts. If, indeed, he is 
bent upon destroying himself, all efforts to save 
him will Le fruitle s. How much do I wish it 
were in my power to di cover the nature of the 
malady which thus maddens him, and to offer or 
procure alleviation to his sufferings! I am sure, 
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my dearest sir, you will be much concerned for 
this poor man ; and, were you 11ere, I doubt not 
but you would find some method of awakening 
him from th<:: error which blinds him, and of pour• 
ing the balm of peace and comfort into his be· 
lieving soul ! 

Btelina in contin~tation. 
IIolborn, June ] 3. 

YESTERDAY all the Branghtons 'dined here. Om• 
conversation was almost wholly concerning the acl
venture of the day before. Mr. Bt·anghton said, 
that his first thoughts were instantly to turn his 
lodger out of doors, lest, continued he, his kill
ing himself in my l10use should bring me into any 
trouble : but then I was afraid I should never get 
the money that be owes me ; whereas, if he dies 
in my house, I have a right to all he leaves behind 
him, if he goes off in my debt. Indeed, I would 
put him in prison,- but what should I get by that? 
he could not earn any thing there to pay me: so I 
considered about it some time, and then I deter
mined to ask him point blank for my money out of 
hand. And so I did; but he told me he'd pay mo 
next week: however, I gave him to understand, 
that though I was no Scotch man, yet I did not like 
to be over-reached any more than he ; so then he 
gave me a ring, which, to my certain knowledge, 
must be worth ten guineas; and tolcl me he would 
not part \vith it for his life and a "'Ood deal more 
such sort of stuff, but that' I might keep it till he 
<:9uld pay me. 
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It is ten to one, father, said young Drnn.ghton, 
it he come fairly by it. 

Yery likely not, answered he: but that will 
make no great difference, for I shall be able to 
prove my right to it all one. 

What principles! I could hardly stay in the 
room. 

I'm determined, said the son, I'll take some 
opportunity to affront him soon, now I know how 
poor he is, because of the airs he gave himself to 
me when he fir!lt came. 

And pray how was that, child? said madame 
Duval. 

'Vhy, you never knew such a fuss in your life 
as he mad<>, lH!cause one day at dinner I only hap
pened to say, that I supposed he l1ad never got 1mch 
a good meal in his life before ho came to England: 
there he fell into such a passion as you can't think ; 
but, for my part, I took no notice if it: for to be 
sure, thinks I, he must needs be a gentleman, or 
be'd never go to he so angry about it. However, 
he won't put his tricks upon me again in a hurry. 

Well, said Miss Polly, he's grown quite an
other creature to what he was, and he doesn't run 
away from u~, not• hide himself, nor any thing ; 
and he·s as civil as can be, and he's always in the 
shop, and he saunters about the stairs, and he looks 
at every body a~ comeg in. 

'Why, you may see what he's after plain enough, 
laid Mr. Branghton, he wants to sco, :\li s again. 

Ha, ha, ha: Lord, how I should laugh, said 
the son, it he should havo fell in love with 
ldias! 

I'm aure, said Miss Brangbton, Miaa la well 
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Because I should be afraid of being poisoned 
for being so handsome. 

Who is severe upon the Jadiea now? said J. 
Why, really, ma 'am, it was a slip of the tongue; 

I did not inter.d to say such a thing ; but one 
can't always be on one's guard. 

Soon after the conversation turning upon pub
lic place~, young Branghton asked if I had ever 
been to George's, at Hampstead? 

Indeed, I never heard the place mentioned. 
Didn't you, 1\liss ? cried he eagerly ; why, then, 

you've a deal of fun to come, I'll promiae you; 
and I tell you what, I'll "treat you there some 
Sunday noon. SQ now, Bid and Poll, be sure you 
don t tell l\tiss about the chairs, and all that, for 
I've a mind to surprise her; and if I pay, I think 
I've a right to have it my own way. 

George's, at Hampstead, repeated Mr. Smith, 
contemptuously ; how came you to think the 
young lady would like to go to such a low place 
as that? But, pray, ma'am, have you ever been 
to Don Saltero's, at Chelsea? 

No, sir. 
No !-Nay, then, I must insist on having the 

pleasure of conducting you there before long. I 
auure you, ma'am, many genteel people go, or 
el~e, I give you word, I should not recommend it. 

Pray, cousin, said Mr. Branghton, have you 
been at Sadler's Wells yet? 

No, sir. 
No I why then you've seen nothing! 
Pray Miss, said the son, how do you like the 

Tower of London ? 
have never ~een to it, sir. 
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Why, yes, ma.'am, yes thank God, pretty good 
spirits ;-I have not yet the cares of the world 
upon me ; I am not married.-ha, ha, ha !-you'll 
excuse me, ladies,-but I ca'nt help laughing! 

No objection being made, to my great relief we 
all proceeded to the little theatre in the Hay· 
market, where I was extremely entertained by tho 
performance of the Minor and the Commissary, 

They all returned hither to supper. 

Ecelina in contimtatwn. 
June 15. 

YBSTKRDA Y morning madame Duval again sent 
me to Mr. Dranghton's attended by l\1. du Bois, 
to make some party for the evening, because sbo 
had had the vapours the preceding day from stay-

ing home. 
As 1 entered the shop, I perceived the unfortu-

nate North Briton seated in a corner, with a 
book in his hantl. He cast his melancholy eyes 
up as we came in ! and I believe, immediately re
collected his fac&-for he started, and cbaoged 
colour. I delivered madame Duval'a message to 
Mr. Branghton who told me I should find Polly 
up stairs, but that the others were sane out. 

Up stairs, therefore I went! and, seated on a 
window, with 1\lr. Brown at her side, sat miss 
Polly. I felt a little awkward at clisturbing them, 
and much more so at their behaviour afterwards; 
for, as soon as the common inquiries were over, 
Mr. Brown grew so fond and so foolish, that I 
was extremely disgusted. Polly. all the time, on-
17 rebuked him with, La, now, llr. Brown, do be 
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niture of the shop ; and Mr. Branghton, who 
chose to keep his own seat himself. desired M du 
Bois to tal\e another ; and then seeing that I was 
without any, called out to the stranger, Come, 
Mr. Macartney, lend us your stool. 

Shocked at their rudeness, I declined the offer; 
and, approaching Miss Branghton, said, If you will 
be so good as to make room for me on your chair, 
there wtll be no occasion to disturb that gentle. 
man. 

Lord, what signifies that? cried the brother; 
for he has had his share of sitting, I'll be sworn. 

And if he has not, said the sister, he has a chair 
up stairs ; and the shop is our own, I hope. 

This grossness so much disgusted me, that I 
took the stool, and carrying it hack to Mr. Ma
cartney myself, I returned him thanks as civilly 
as 1 could for his politeness, but said that 1 had 
rather stand. 

He looked :1t me as if unaccustomed to such 
attention, bowed very respectfully, lout neither 
spoke nor yet made use of it. 

I soon found that I was an ohject of derision to 
all present, except M. du Bois ; and, therefore, I 
begged Mr. Branghton would give me an answer 
for madame Duval, as I was in haste to return. 

Well, then, Tom,-Biddy, where have you a 
mind to go to-night? your aunt and miss want to 
be abroad and amongst them. 

Why then, papa, said Miss Branghton, we'll 
go to Don Saltero's. 1\Ir. Smith likes that place, 
10 may be he'll go along with us. 

No, no, said the son, I'm for 'White Conduit 
llouae ; eo let 'a go there. 
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White Conduit House, indeed! cried llis sister. 
no, Torn, that I won't. 

·why, then, let it alone: nobody wants your 
company ;-we shall do as well \Vitbout yol1, I'll 
be sworn, and better too. 

I'll tell you what, Tom, if you don't hold your 
tongue, I'll make you repent it,-that I assure 
you. 

Just then :Mr. Smith come into the sl10p, which 
he seemed to intend passing through ; but when 
he saw me, he stopped, and began a most courte
ous inquiry after my health, protesting that, had 
he kno1vn I was there, be should have come down 
sooner. But bl~ss me, ma'am, added he, what 
is the reason you stand ? and then he flew to 
bring me the scat from which I had just parted. 

1\Tr. Smith, you are corue in very good time, 
said l\ir. Bmnghton, to end the dispute between 
my !IOn and daughter, ahuut where they shall all 
go to-night. 

0 fie, Tom,-dispute with a lady! cried :\Ir. 
Smith. ~Tow, as for me, I'm for where you will, 
provided this young lady is of the party ;-one 
place is the same as another to me, so that it ho 
but agreeable to the lnclies. 1 would go any 
where with you ma'am, (to me). unless, indeed, it 
were to church ; ha, ha, ha!- You'll excuse me, 
ma'arn; but re:tlly, I conld ne\·er conquer my 
aversion to a parson :-h:t, ha, ha !-Really, ladie~ 
I beg your pardon for being so rude; but I can't 
help laughing for my liie. 

I was just saying, Mr. Smith, said ~Iiss Brangh· 
ton, that I should like to go to Don Saltero's ;
now pray where should you like to go? 
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Why, really, miss Biddy, you know I always let 
the ladies decide; I never fix any thing myself; 
but I should suppose it would be ~ather hot at the 
coffee-house :-however, pray, ladies, settle it a
mong yoUJ·selves ;-I am agreeable to whatever 
you may choose. 

1 t was easy for me to discover, that this man, 
with all his parade of conformity, objects to every 
thing that is not proposed ty himself; but he is 
so much admired hy this family for his gentility, 
that he thinks hfm~elf a complete gentleman! 

Come, said Mr. Branghton, the best way will 
be to p•1t it to the vote, and then every body will 
speak their minds. Biddy, call Poll down stairs. 
'We'll start fair. 

Lord, papa, said Miss Branghton, wby can't 
you as well Rend Tom ?-you're always sending• 
me on errands. 

A dispute then ensued, but :Miss Branghton 
was obliged to yield. 

When Mr' Brown and Miss Polly made their 
appearance. tS9 latter uttered many complaints 
of having been called, saying, she did not want to 
come, and was very well where she was. 

Now ladies, your Yotes, cried :Mr. Smith: and 
so, ma'am (to me), we'll begin with you. What 
place shall you like best? and then, in a whisper, 
he added. I a~snrc you, I shall say the same as 
you do, whether I like it or not. 

1 said, that as I was ignorant:wbat choice was in 
my power, I must beg to hear their decisiOns first. 
This was reluctantly assented to; and then Miss 
:Branghton voted for Saltero's Coffee-house; her 
liater for a party to Mother Red Caps ; the brother 
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for White Conduit House; Mr. Brown, for Bag· 
nigge Wells; ::\Ir. llranghton, for Sadler's Well; 
and Mr. Smith . for Vauxhall. 

·well now, ma'am, said Mr. Smith, we have 
a.ll spoken, and so you must give the casting vote. 
Come, what will you fix upon ? 

Sir, answered I, I was to speak last. 
·well, so you will, said Miss Branghton, for 

we've all spoke first. 
Pardon me, returned I, the voting has not yet 

been quite general. 
And I looked towards :\fr. :\f::lcartney, to whom 

I wished extremely to know that I was not of the 
same brutal nature as those by whom he was 
treated so grossly. 

\Vhy, pray, said ::\Ir. Branghton, who have we 
left out ? would you have the cats and dogs vote? 

No, sir, cried l, with some spirit, I would have 
that gentleman vote,-if, indeed, he is not superior 
to joining our party. 

They all looked at me, as if they doubted whe
ther or not they had heard me right; but, in a 
few moments, their surpr·ise gave way to a rude 
burst of laughter. 

Very much displeased, I told l\1. du Bois that if 
be was not ready to go, I would have a coach 
called for myself. 

0 yes, he said, be was always ready to attend 
me. 

l\Ir. Smith then advancing, attempted to take 
my hand, and begged me not to leave them till I 
had settled the evening's plan. 

I have nothing sir, said I, to do with it as itis 
JDY intention to stay at home; and therci·ore 1\lr. 
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Branghton will be so good as to send maiame 
lluval word what place is fixed upon, when it is 
convenient to him. • 

And then, making a slight curtsey, I left them 
How much does my dil!gust for these people 

increase my pity for poor 1\lr. 1\bcartney! I will 
not see them when I can avoid so doing; but I 
am determined to take every opportunity in my 
power to show civility to this unhappy man, whose 
misfortunes, with his family, only render him an 
object of scorn. I was, however, very well pleuecl 
with M. du Bois, who, far from joining in their 
mirth, expressed himself extremely shocked at 
their ill-breeding. 

We had not walked ten yards before we were 
followed by Mr. Smith, who came to make ex
cuses, and to assure me they were only joking, 
and hoped I took nothing ill ; for if l did, he 
wou 'd make a quarrel of it lumself with the 
Branghton's, rather \han I should receive any of
fence. 

I begged him not to make any trouble about 
so immaterial an aff-air, and assured him I should 
not myself. He was so officious that he would 
not be prevailed upon to return home till he had 
walked with us to N.:r. Dawkin's. 

Madame Duva.l was very much displeased that 
I brought her so little satisfaction. While Con
duit House was at last fixed upon ; and notwith
standing my great di:!like of such parties and such 
places I was obliged to accompany them. 

Very disagreeable, and much according to my 
expectations the evening proved. There were 

Q 
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pleasure. There was a concert: in tl1e course of 
which, a hautbois concerto was so charmingly 
played, that I could have thought myself upon 
enchanted ground had I had spirits more gentle 
to associate with. The hautbois in the open air 
is heavenly. 

1\Ir. Smith endeavoured to attach himself to 
me with such officious as.iduity and impertinent 
freed um, that he quite sickened me. Indeed M. 
du Bois ... vas the only man of the party to whom, 
voluntarily, I ever aridresscd myself. Ho is civil 
and respectful, and I have found nobody else so 
since I left Iloward Grove. His English is very 
had; hut l prefer it to spealdng French myself~ 
which I dare not ,·enture to do. I converse with 
him frequently, both to disengage myself from 
other·s, and to oblige madame Duval, wlw.is al
ways pleased when he is attended to. 

As we were walking round the orchestra, I 
heard a bell: and, in a moment, 1\Ir Smith, fl~·
ing up to me, caught my hand, and with a motion 
too quick to be rcsi:>tcd, mn away with me many 
yards befut·c I had breath to ask his meanit g, 
though I stru~gled, as well as I could, to get from 
ltim. At last, howe,·et·, I insisted upon stopping 
Stopping, ma'e.m! cried he, why we must run on, 
or shall lose the cascade! 

And then ngain he hurried me away, mixing 
with a crowd of people, all running with so much 
velocity, that 1 could not ima ino what had rai~ed 
an alarm. "~e were soon followed by the re t of 
the party; and my surprise and ignorance proved 
a source of divct•sion to them all, which was not 
exhausted the whole evening. Young Drangb-,, 
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there the folks run about,-and then there's auch 
aquealing and squalling l-and there all the lamps 
are broke,-and the woman run skimper skamper. 
I declare I would not take five guineas to miss the 
last night. 

I was very glad when they all grew tired of 
flitting, and called for the waiter to pay the bill. 
The miss Branghtons said they would walk on 
while the gentlemen settled the account, and asked 
me to accompany them ; which, however I de
clined. 

Your girls may do as you please, said Madame 
Duval: but as to me, I promise you, I shan't go 
nowhere without them gentlemen. 

No more, I suppose, will my cousin, ~>aid miss 
Braughton, looked very reproachfully towards 1\lr. 
Smith. 

This reflection, which I feared would flatter his 
vanity, made me most unfortunately request ma
dame Duval's permission to attend them. She 
granted it ; and away we went, having promised 
to meet in the room. 

To the room, therefore, I would immediately 
have gone; but the siater1 aireed that they would 
first have a little pleasure; and they tittered and 
talked so loud, that they attracted universal no
tice. 

Lord, Polly, said the eldest, suppose we were 
to take a. turn in the dark walks! 

Ay, do, answered she; and then we'll hide 
ourselves, and then Mr. Brown will think we are 
lost. 

I remonstrated very warmly against this plan, 
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could only have proceeded by running into his 
arms. 

In a moment both hands, by different persons, 
were caught hold of, and one of them, in a most 
familiar manner, desired when I ran next, to ac
company me in a race ; while the rest of the party 
stood still and laughed. 

I was almost distracted with terror, and so 
breathless with running, that I could not speak ! 
another arlvancing, said I was as handsome as an 
angel, and desired to be of the party. I then just 
articulated, For Heaven's sake, gentlemen, le' me 
pass. 

Another then rushing ~uddenly forward, ex
claimed, Heaven and earth! "'hat voice is that?

The voice of the prettiest little actress I have 
seen this age, answered one of my perse<·utors. 

No,-no,-no,-I panted out, I am no actress 
-pray let me go,-pray let me pass ! 

By all thal's sacred, cried the same voice, which 
I then knew for sir Clement Willoughby's, 'tis 
herself! 

Sir Clement Willoughby! cried I. 0, sir, as
sist-assist me-or I shall die with terror: 

Gentlemen, cried he, disengaging them all from 
me in an instant, pray leave this lady to me. 

Loud laughs proceeded from every mouth, and 
two or three said, lVillou,qhby has all the luck I 
But one of them, in a passionate manner, vowed 
be would not give me up, for that be bad the first 
right to me, and would support it. 

You are mistaken, said sir Clement ; this lady 
is-I will explain myself to you auotber time ; 
but I asaure you, you are all mistaken. 
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Insolence? repeated he. 
Yes, sir Clement, Insolence; from you, who 

know me, I had aclaim for protection,-not to such 
treatment as this. 

By heaven, cried he, with warmth, you distract 
me ;-why, tell me-why do I see you here ?-Is 
this place for miss Amillc ? these dark walks! 
-no party! no companion ?-by all that's good 
I can scarce believe my senses ! 

Extremely offended at this speech, I turned an
grily from him; and not deigning to make anyan
Sl':er, walked on towards that part of the garden 
whence I perceived the lights and company. 

He followed me; but we were hoth some time 
silent. 

So you will not explain to me your situation? 
said he, at length. 

No sir, answered I rlisdainfully. 
Nor yet-suffer me to make my own interpreta-

tion? 
I could not l1ear this strange manner of speak-

ing; it made my very soul shudder,-and I burst 
into tears. 

He flew to me and actually flung himself at my 
feet, as if regardless who might see him, saying, 0 
misa Anville,-loveliest of women,-forgive my
my-I beseech you forgive me; if I have offended 
-if I have hurt you 1 could kill myself at tl1o 
thought!-

No matter, sir, no matter! cried l ;if I can but 
find my friends,-! will never speak to-never see 
you again! 

Good God !-good Heaven! my dearest 1ife, 
what ia it I have done !-what is it l have said ?-
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I made no answer; but quickening my pace, I 
walked on silently and sullenly, till this most im
petuous of men, snatching my hand, which he 
grasped with violence, besought me to forgive him, 
with such earnestness of supplication, that merely 
to escape his importunities, I was forced to speak, 
and, in so!lle measure, to grant the pardon he re
quest~d; thou~h it was accorded with & very ill 
grace; but, indeed, I knew not how to resiat the 
humility of his entreaties: yet never shall I recol
lect the occasion he gave me of displeasure without 
feeling it renewed. 

We now soon arrived in the midst ofthe general 
crowd; and my own safety being then insured, I 
grew extremely uneasy for the )iiss Branghtons, 
whose dangers, however imprudently incurred'by 
their own folly, I too well knew how to tremble 
for. To thi!! consideration all my pride of heart 
yielded, and I determined to seek my party with 
the utmost speed; though not without a sigh did 
l recollect the fruitless attempt I had made after 
the operal of concealing from this man my un
fortunate connexions, which I was now obliged to 
make known. 

I hastened therafore to the room, with a view 
of sending young Branghton to the aid of his 
sisters. In a very short time I perceived madame 
Duval, and the rest looking at one of the paintings. 

I must own to you honestly, my dear sir, that 
an involuntary repugnance seized me at presenting 
such a set to sir Clement,-he who had been u11ed 
to see me in parties so different !-My pace slack
ened as r '!lopproached them,-but they presently 
perceived me. 





EVBLINAo 253 

ner at that, they ought to protect themselves; and 
llo they may for me. 'V ell, said the simple Mr. Brown, whether you 
go or no, I think 1 may as well see after miss 
Polly. 

The father then interfering, insisted that his 
son should accompany him! and away they went. 

It was now that madame Duval first perceived 
sir Clement; to whom, turning with a look of 
great displeasure, she angrily said, .Ala foi, so you 
are corned here, of all the people of the world!
I wonder child, you would let such a-such a 
person as that keep company with you. 

I am yery sorry madam, said sir Clement in a 
tone of surprise, if I have been so unfortunate as 
to offend you: but I believe you will not regret 
the honour I now have of attending miss Anville. 
when yon hear that 1 have been so happy as to do 
her some service. 

Just as madame Duval, with her usual .Ala foi 
was beginning to reply, the attention of sir Cle· 
ment wa!l wholly drawn from her hy the appeal'
ance of Mr. Smith, who, coming suddenly behind 
me, and f1·eely putting his hands on my shoulders, 
cried, 0 ho, my little runaway, have 1 found you 
at last? l have been scampering all over the 
gardens for you : for I was determined to find you 
iC you were abon~ ground,-Dut bow could you be 
so cruel as to leaYe us ? 

I tumed round to him, and looked with a degree 
or COBtempt that I hoped would have quieted 
him : but he had not the sense to understand me 
and, attempting to take my band, he added, Such 
a demun looking lady as you are, who'd have 
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this unrestrained curiosity, that I did not expect 
from n man who, when he pleases, can be so wel
bred as sir Clement Willoughby. He seems dis
posed to think that that the alteration in my corn• 
panions authorizes an alteration in his manners 
It is true he has always treated me with unoommon 
freedom, but never before with 10 cH8respectful 
an abruptness. Thii! observation, which he has 
given me cause to make, of his changing with the 
tide, has sunk lnm more in my opinion tbam any 
other part of his conduct. 

Yet I could almost have laughed when I looked 
at Mr. Smith, who no sooner saw me addressed 
by sir Clement, than, retreating aloof from the 
company, he seemed to lose at once all his happy 
self-sufficiency ar.d conceit : looking now at the 
baronet, now at himself; surveying with sorrowful 
eyes his dress ; struck with his air, his ge3tures, 
his easy gaiety; he gazed at him with envioua ad
miration, and seemed himself, with conscious in
feriority, to shrink into nothing. 

Soon after, Mr. Brown running up to us, called 
out, La, what, isn't miss Polly come yet? 

Come, said Mr. Branghton ; Why, I thousht 
you went to fetch her yourself, did'nt you? 

Yes, but I couldn't find her ~-yet I dare say I 
have been over half the garden. 

Half? but why not over it all? 
Why, so I will; but only I thougllt I'd just 

come and see if she was here first. 
But where's Tom ? 
Why, I (Ion' know; for he would not stay with 
e all as ever l could say : for we met some 

111 ~tDtlemen of his acquaintance, and so he 
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l'ealJy I have t'orgot his name ,-and yet I know 
it as well a11 my own too :-however, he's a gen
eral, ma'am ~ they are all generals. 

I saw sir Clement bite his lips; and, indeed, so 
did I mine. 

'\Veil, said madame Duval, it's the oddeat dress 
for a general J ever see. 

He seems so capital a fig,Jre, said sir Clement, 
to Mr. Smith, that I imagine he must be general· 
liuimo of the whole armv. 

Yf'ls, sir, yes, answererl.l\lr. Smith, respectfnll1 
bowing and highly delighted at being thus refer
red to, you are perfectly right ;-but I cannot for 
my life think of his name ;-perhaps, sir, you may 
remember it. 

No, really, replied sir Clement, my acquaintance 
among the generals is not so extensive. 

The ironical tone of voiee in which sir Clement 
spoke entirely disconcerted llr. Smith; who again 
retiring tu an humble distanee, seemed sensibly 
mortified at the failure of his attempt to recover 
his consequence. 

Soon after Mr. Brangbton returned ith hia 
youngest daughter, whom he had rescued from a 
party of insolent young men; hut he had not y11t 
been able to find the eldest. .Miss Polly was reall1 
frightened and declared she would never go into 
the dark walks again. Her father, leaving her 
with ua, went in quest of her sister. 

While she was relating her adventures, to which 
nobody listened more attentiYely than air Clem
ent, we aaw Mr. Brown enter the room. 0 la l 
cried Po , let me hide myself and don't tell 
hiai I'm 
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e then placed herself behind madame Duval 
in such a manner tl1at she could not be seen. 

So :Miss Polly is not yet come? said the simple 
swain; well, I can't think where she ean be! lv'e 
been a looking, and looking, and looking all 
about, and can't find her all I can do. 

"\Yell, but Mr. Drown, said Mr. Smith, sha'n't 
~·ou go and look for the lady again ? 

Yell, sir, said he, sittiug down; but I must rest 
me a little bit first. You can't think how tired I 
am. 

0 fie, Mr. Brown, fie, cried Mr. Smith, wink
ing at us, tired of looking for a lady! Go, go, 
for shame! 

So I will, sir, presently; but you'd be tired too, 
if you had walked so far: hesides, I think she's 
gone out of the garden, or else I must have seen 
something or other of her. 

A he, he, he! of the tittering Polly now be
trayed her, and so ended this ingenious little ar• 
tifice. 

At last appeared :.Mr. Dranghton nod :Miss Bid
dy, whe, with a f.lCe of mixed anger and confu
sion, addressing- herself to me, s!.Jd, So, Miss, so 
you ran away from me? \Yell, see if I don't do 
as much by you l-omo !lay or other. But I 
thought how it wo'!'rl be:, you'd no mind to leave 
the gentlemen, though )'OU run away from me. 

I was so much surprised at this attaek, that I 
could not answer her for '·ery amazement; and 
she proceeded to tPll us how ill she had been u ed, 
and that two young men had been maldng her 
walk up and tlown the dark wa.rks b7 absolute 
force, and aa lut aa ever they collld tearaloDJ; 



.IV.ILil'fA. 259 

and many other particulars, which I will not tire 
you with relating. 

Every one now seemed inclined to depart
when, as usual a. dispute rose upon the way of our 
going, whether in a coach or a boat. .After much 
debating, it was determined that we should mal'e 
two parties, one by water and the other by land : 
for madame Duval declared she would not, upon 
any account, go into a boat at night. 

Sir Clement then said, that if :.he had no car
riage in waiting, he would be happy toseeherand 
me safe home, as his was in readiness. 

li'ury started into her eye!~, and pa!!sion inflamed 
every feature, as she answered, Panli, no-you 
may take care of yourself', if you please! but as 
to me, I promise you I shan't trust myselfwith no 
auch person. 

He pretended not to comprehend her meaning! 
yet, to waive a discussion, acquie ced in Ler refu
.al. The conch party fixed upon, consisted of 
madame Duval, M. de Bois, miss Dranghton, and 
myself. 

I now began to r('joice, in private, that at least 
our lodgings would be neither seen nor known by 
air Clement. We soon met with a hackney coach, 
into which )Je handed me, and then took leave, 

Madame Duval having already given the coach
Qlan her direction, he mounted the box, and we 
:were just driving off, when sir Clement exclaimed, 
}ly Heaven, this is the very coach I had in waiting 
~rmyaelt'. 

Tpis coach, your honour! 
it ain't. 

~, ...... , ... _,~.. ut, .however, swore 
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pretently, the man baggin~ hia pardon, aald ho 
had really forgot that he was engaged. 

I have no doubt but that this scheme occurred 
to him at the moment, and that he made some sign 
to the coachman, which induced him i:o support 
it; for there is not the least probability that the 
accident really happened, as it is most likely his 
own chariot was in waiting. 

The man then opened the coach-door, and sir 
Clement, advancing to it, said, I don't believe 
there is another carriage to be had, or I would 
not incommode you ; but as it may he disagreeable 
to you to wait here any longer, I beg you will not 
get out, for you shall be set down defore I am car· 
ried home, if you will be so good as to make a lit
tle room. 

And so saying, in l1e jumped, o.nd seated himselt 
between l\1. de Bois and me, while our astonish
ment at the whole transaction was too great for 
speech. He then ordered the coachman to drive 
on, according to the directions he had already re
ceived. 

For the first ten minutes no one uttered a word; 
and then, madame Duval, no longer able to con• 
tai.n herself, exclaimerl, 1lfa j()i, if this isn't one of 
the impudentest thingg C\'er I see. 

Sir Clement, rcg tJ•dlcss of this rebuke, attended 
only to me~ howe•·cr, 1 answered nothing he said 
when I could possibly avoid so doing, Miss ~Brangh
ton made several artempts to attract his notice, 
but in vain, for he wou\cl not take the trouble of 
payin"' her any regard. 

'Vhen at last, we stopped at a Hosier's in High 
Holborn,-sir Clement »aid nothini, but l1i1 ey~11, 
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I JJ&w, were nry busily employed in -.iewing the 
place and the situation of the house. The coach, 
he said, belonged to him, and therefore he insisted 
upon paying for it ; and then he took leave. M. 
du Bois walked home with miss Branghton, and 
madame Duval and I retired to our ap!lrtments. 

How disagreeable an evening's adventure! Not 
one of the party seemed sa.tisfied except sir Cle
ment, who was in high spirits : but madame Du
val was enraged at meeting with him: Mr. Brane;h• 
ton, angry with his children ; the frolic of tho 
Miss Branghtons had exceeded their plan, and 
ended in their own distress; their brother was 
provoked that there had been no riot; Mr. Brown 
was tired, and Mr. Smith mortified. As to myself 
I must aclmowledge, nothing could be more dis· 
agreeable to me than being seen by sir Clement 
Willoughby with a party at once so vulgar in 
thcmeeh·e11, and eo familiar to me. 

And you, too, my dear sir, will, I know, he sorry 
that I have met him : however, there is no appre
henllion of hie visiting here: as madame Dnval is 
far too angry to admit him • 

.EveliJta in- continuation. 
Holborn, June. 

M.An.un: DuvAL roee very late this morning, and 
at one o'clock, we had but just breakfasted, when 
Miss Branghton, her brother, and Mr. Smith, and 
Monsieur du Bois, called to enquire after our 
healths. 

Thi11 civility in young Branghton, 1 much sus
ptot, W&l mere~J the result oi his father'• comv 
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manda; but his sister and 1\fr. Smith, I soon found 
had motives of their own. SC'arce had they spoken 
to madame Duval, when, advancing eagerly to me, 
Pray, ma'am, said l\lr. Smith, who was tha.t 
gentleman? 

Pray, cousin, cried 1\liss Branghton, was not 
he the same gentleman you ran away with that 
night at the opera? 

Goodness ! that he was, said young Brangl!ton ; 
and, I declare, as soon as ever I saw him, 1 
thought I knew his face. 

I'm sure I '11 ciefy you to forget him, answered 
his si~ter, if once you l1ad seen him; he is the 
finest gentleman I ever saw in my life; don't you 
think so, .Mr. Smith. 

Why, you won't give the lady time to speak, 
11aid Mr. Smith.-Pray, ma'am, what is the gen
ma.n's name? 

\Yilloughby, sir. 
Wi\loughby! I. think I have beard the name. 

Pray, ma'am, is he married ? 
Lord, no, that he is not, cried Miss Branghton; 

he looks too smart by a great deal for a married 
man. Pray, cousin, how did you get acquainted 
with him? 

Pray, 1\liss, said young Dranghton, in the same 
breath, what's his business ? 

Indeed I don't know, answered I. 
Something very genteel, I dare say, ~dded Mias 

Branghton. because he dresses so fine. 
It ought to be something that brings in a good 

income, said "Mr. Smith ; for I 'm sure he did not 
get that suit of clothe!! he had on under thirty or 
forty pounda ; for I know the price of clothe• pretty 
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well,-Pray, ma'am{ can you tell me what he has 
a year? 

Don't talk no more about him, cried madame 
Duval, for L don t like to hear his name: I believe 
he's one of the worst persons in the world ; for 
though I never did him no manner of harm, nor 
so much as hurt a hair of his head, I know he was 
an accomplice with that fellow, captain Mirvan, 
to take away my life. 

Every body, but myself, now crowding around 
her for an explanation, a violent rapping at the 
street door was unheard; and without any previ
OUJ notice, in the mid t of her narration. 11ir Cle
ment Willoughby entered the room. They all 
stared; and with looks of guilty confusion, as if 
they feared his resentment for haviHg listened to 
madame Duval, they scrambled for chairs, and in 
a moment wbre all formally sea:ed. 

Sir Clement after a general bow, singling out 
madame Du \·al, said, with his usual ea:-.iness, I 
have done myself the honour of waiting on you, 
madame, to inquire if you have any commands to 
Howard Grove, whither 1 am going to-morrow 
morning. 

Then, seeing the storm that gathered in her 
eyes, before he allowed her time to anawar, he 
addressed himself to me :-And, if you, madam, 
have any wish which you will honour me, I shall 
be happy to t~xecute them. 

None at all, sir. 
None !-not to Miss Mirvan !-Do meuage! no 

letter I 
I wrote to Miss Mirvan yesterday, b1 the post. 
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obtain was the notice of Miss Branghton, whose 
nods, smiles, and attention, had some appearance 
of entering in conversation with him. 

At length, growing tired, I suppose, of engag· 
ing every body's eyes, and nobody's tongue, ad· 
dressing himself to madame Duval and to me, he 
said, I regard myself as peculiarly unfortunate, 
ladies, in having fixed upon a time for my visit to 
Howard Grove when you are absent from it. 

So I suppose, sir, so I suppose, cried madame 
Duval, hastily rising, and the next moment as 
hastily seating herself;-you will be wanting of 
somebody to make your game of, and so you may 
think to get me there again ;-but I promise you, 
sir, you won't find it so easy a matter to malce me 
a fool ; and besides that, raising her voice, I've 
found you out, I assure you: so if ever you go to 
pl'-'Y your tricks upon me again, I'll make no more 
ado, but go directly to a justice of peace : so, sir, 
if you can·t think of nothing but making people 
ride about the country at all hours of the night, 
just for your diversion, why, you'll find I know 
some justices as well as justice Tyrrel. 

Sir Clement was evidently embarrassed at this 
attack ; yet he affected a look of ~urprise, and 
protested he did not understand her meaning. 

Well, «ried she; if I don't wonder where peo
ple can get such impudence l if you'll say that 
you'll say any thing: however, if you'll swear till 
y?u're black in the face, I sha'n't believe you; 
for nobody sha'n't persuade me out of my senses, 
that I'm resolved. 

Doubtless not, madam, answered he with some 
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to have got me to Howard Grove again, on pur
pose to have served me as you did before; but 
you shall see I'm as cunning as you; so you may 
go and find somebody else to use in that manner, 
and to put )OUr mask on, and to make a fool of; 
for as to me, if you go to tell me your stories 
about the Tower again, for a month together, I'll 
never believe 'em no more ; and I'll promise you, 
sir, if you think I like such jokes, you'll find I'm 
no such person. 

The ha, ha, ha.'s ! and he, he, he's! grew more 
and more uncoutrollahle, as if the restraint, from 
which they had burst, had added to their violence. 
Sir CIC>ment could no longet· endure being the 
object who excited them ; and having no answer 
ready for madame Duval, he l!a. tily stalked to· 
wards Mr. Smith and young Branghton, and 
sternly demanded what they laughed at? 

Struck by the air of importance which he as• 
sumed, and alarmed at the angry tone of his voice, 
their merriment ceased as instantaneously as iC it 
had been directed by clock work; and thay stared 
foolish1y, now at him, now at each other, without 
makiog any answer but a simple, Nothing, sir. 

0 pour le coup, cried madame Duval, this is 
too much! Pray, sir, what business have you to 
eome here a ordering people that comes to see 
me? I suppose next nobody must laugh but 
yoursetr! 

With me, madam, said sir Clement, ho,wing, a 
lady may do any thing, and consequently there is 
no liberty in which I would not be happy to in
dulge you;-but it has never been my cuatom to 
give the same license to gentlemen. 
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Evel-ina in continuation. 
June 21. 

THB last three evenings have passed tolerably 
quiet, for the Vauxhall adventures had gh·en Ma
dame Duval a surfeit of pu blia places; home, how
ever, soon growing tiresome, she determined to
night, she said, to relieve her ennui by some 
amusement ; and it was therefore settled that we 
should call upon the Branghtons at their house, 
and thence proaeed to Marybone Gardens. 

But before we reached Snow- hill we were caught 
in a shower of rain ; we hurried into the shop, 
where the first object I saw was Mr. Macartney, 
with a book in his hand, seated in the same cor~ 
ner where I saw him last ; but his looks were still 
more wretched than before, his face yet thinller 
and his eyes sunk almost hollow into his head. 
He bad lifted them up as we entered, and I even 
thought that they emitted a gleam of joy; invo
luntarily I made to him my first courtesy ; he rose 
and bowed with a precipitation that manifested 
surprise and confusion. 

ln a few minutes we were joined by all the 
family, except Mr. Smith, who fortunately was 
eugaged. 

Had all the future prosperity of our lives de
pended upon the good or bad weather of this 
evening. it could not have been treated as a sub
ject of greater importance. Sure never any thing 
waa 10 unlucky! -Lord, how provoking !-It 
lllightrain for ever if it would hold up now.
T.be~~, aad IU.ch expressions, with many anxious 
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obeervations upon the kennels, filled up all 
oonv enation till the shower was over. 

And then a very warm debate arose, whether 
we llbould pursue our plan, or defer it to sowe 
finer evening. The Miss Branghton's were for 
the former; their father was sure it would rwn 
again ; madame Duval, though she detes~ed re• 
turning home, yet dreaded the dampneas of tbe 
gardens. 

M. du Bois then proposed going to the top ot 
the house to examine whether the clou.cJa looked 
threatening or peaceable : miss Branghton at¥-~ing 
«Lt the proposal, eaid they might go to Mr. ¥•eart• 
ney'a room, if they would, but not to hers. 

This was enough for the brother; who, with a 
loud laugh, declared he would have some tun ; 
lt.nd immediately, led the way, calling to us all h 
follow. His sisters both ran after, but no one 
else moved. 

In a few minutes young Branghton coming half 
way down stairs, called out, Lord, why don't l'OU 

all come? why, here's Poll's things all about the
room I 

llr. Branghton then went; and Mada10e Du.val 
who cannot bear to be excluded from what veJ; ia 
soing forward, was handed up stairs by M. du l)oit. 

1 hesitated a few moments whether or no~ •o 
~*hem! but, soon perceiving that Mr. ~lcar&-:~ 

.lwl d~ped bia book, and that I .,n.K!'(J!fl'd l• 
w cQ ~· ten,tiGn, 1 prepared, from m•~r~_epJl-~ 

,..,.... ~ fqllow them • 
..u ~b~ ..ud walk :l.J .. gtllJ!.£~~~J!l,l!!:.f11~,. 

1riebe4 &o ... .,.,~.l-
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aelt to know if, by your means, I could possibly be 
of any service to him, I first alackened my pace, 
and then turned Lack. But though I thus met 
him half-way, he seemed to want courage or reso
lution to address me ; for, when he saw me re· 
turning, with a look axtremely diaordered he re
treated hastily from me. 

Not knowing what I ought to do, I went to the 
street-door, where 1 stood some time, hopio~ he 
would he able to recover himself; but on the con
trary, his agitation increased every moment; he 
walked up and down the room with a quick and 
unllteady pace, seeming equally distressed and ir
!esolute; and at length, with a deep sigh he flung 
himself into a chair. 

I was so much affected by the appearance of 
such extreme anguish, that I could remain no 
longer in the room ; but, ere I had gone five steps, 
be precipitately followed me, and, in a broken 
voice, called out, dadam-for Heaven's sake-

He stopped ; but I instantly descended, re
straining as well as I was able the fulness of my 
own concern. I waited some time in painful ex
pectation, for his • peaking ; all that 1 had heard 
of hi!'! poverty occurring to me, I was upon the 
point of pro~enting him my purse; but the fear of 
mistaking or offending him deterred me. Finding 
howt>\·er, that he continued sil nt, I ventured to 
say, Did you-sir, wish to speak to rue ? 

J did, cried he, with quickness, but now I can
not!-

Perhaps, sir. another time,-perhaps if you re--
~-,ounelf-
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Anotbar time ! repeated he mournfully ; alas! 
I look not forward but to misery and despair 1 

0, sir, cried I, extremely shocked, you must 
not talk thus !-if you forsake yourself, how can 
you expect-

! stopped. Tell me, tell me, cried he, with ea~o 
gerness, who are you ?-whence you come ?-and 
by what strange means you seem to be arbitreBI 
and ruler of the destiny of such a wretch as I amP 

'V ould to heaven, cried I, could serve you ! 
You can! 
And how ?-Pray tell me how? 
To tell you-is death to me! yet I will tell you, 

-I have a right to your assi!~tance,-you have de
prived me of the only resource to which I could 
apply,-and therefore-

Pray. pray speak, cried T, putting my hand into 
my pocket; they will be down stairs in a moment! 

1 will, madam. Can you -will you- I think 
you will !-may J then- He stoppE>d and pau!led: 
say, will you- Then, suddenly turning from me, 
Great Heaven, I cannot a peak! and he went &ack 
to the shop. 

I pulled out my purse and following him, said, 
If, indeed, sir, I can assist you, why should you 
deny me so great a satisfaction? Will you permit 
meto-

1 dared not go on; but with acountenancevery 
much softened, he approached me, and said, Your 
voice, madam, is the voice of compassion-such a 
voice as these ears have long been a stranger to! 

Just then young Brangbton called'Qtd vehement
ly to me to come up stain. I seized e oppOttu• 
nity of hastening away ; and thei'Qfore ~&ling, 
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Heaven, • i.·, protect and comfort you! I let fall 
my pur t 1 non the ground, not daring to present 
it to bin. , .. d ran up stairs with the utmost swift
ness. 

Too well do I know you, my ever-honoured sir, 
to fear yom displeasure for this action ; I must 
assure v m, however, that I shall need no fresh 
sup'lly.during my stay in town, as I am at little 
expense, and hope soon to return to Howard 
Grove. 

Suon, did I say! when not a. fortnight is ye; 
expired of the long and tedious month I must 
linger out hero ! 

I had many witticisms to endure from the 
Branghton·s, upon account o my staying so long 
with the Scotch mope, as they call him ; but I 
attended to them ve1·y little, for my whole l1cart 
was filled with pity and concern. I wa<; very glad 
to find the Marytone scheme was deferred, an
other shower of rain having put an end to the dis
sention upon this subject. The rest of the evening 
was employed in mo ·t violent quarreling between 
miss Polly and her brotller, on account of the dis
covery made by the latter of the state of her a
part.ment. 

We came home early: and I have stolen from 
madame Duval and l\1. du Bois, who is here for 
ever, to write to my best friend. 

I am most sincerely rejoiced that this opportu· 
nity has offered for my contrihutmg what little 
relief was in my power to this unhappy man ! and 
I hope it will be sufficient to enable him to pay 
his debts to this pitiless family. 

lt 
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EvelinrJ to tl.e Reil •. Mr. Villart. 
Holborn, June 27. 

I HAVE ju~t rrceh·ed, my dearest sir, your kind 
present and still kindcr letter. Surely never had 
orphan so little to regret as your grateful Evclina? 
Though motherless, though worse than fatherless, 
bereft from infancy of the two first and greatest 
bleesings of life, never has she had cause to deplore 
their loss ; never has she felt the omission of a 
parent's tenderness, care, or indulgence; never 
but from sorrow for them had reason to grieve at 
the separation! :Most thankfully do I receive the 
token of your approbation, and mt>st studiously will 
I endeavour so to dispose of it as may merit your 
generous confidence in my conduct. 

Your doubts concerning Mr. :\lacartney give me 
some uneasiness. Indeed, sir, l1e Ius not the ap• 
pearance of a man whose sorrows are the effect of 
guilt. But I hor;e, be 'ore I le:1.ve town, to be b( &ter 
acquainted with lus situation, and enabled, with 
more certainty of his worth, to recommend him to 
your favour. 

I am very willing to relinquish all acquaintance 
with sir Clement Willoughby, as far as it may de
pend upon myself so to do; but indeed I know 
not how I should be able to absolutely forbid him 
my sight. 

Miss Minan in her last letter, informs me that 
be is at Howard Grove, where he continues in high 
favour with the captain, and is the life and spirit 
oftbe house. .My time, since I wrote last, has p• 
sed very quietly, madame J;>utal having been kept 



at home by a bad cold, and the BriP.nghtona by bad 
weather. The young man, indeed, has called two 
or three times ; and his behaviour, though equally 
absurd, is more unaccountable than e'·er; he 
speaks yery little, takes hardly any notice of ma
dame Duval, and never looks at me without a 
broad grin. Sometimes he approaches me as if 
·with intention to communicate intelligence of 
•ome importance ; and, then, suddenly stopping 
short, laughs rudely in my face . 

0 how luppy shall I be when the worthy Mrs. 
Clinton arrives. 

Evelina in continuation. 
I HAVE just received a most affecting letter from 
Mr. Macartney. I will enclo~e it, my dear sir, 
for your p~rusal. More than ever have I cause to 
rejoice that I was able to assist him. 

Mr. Jfacartney to Mill Anville. 
Madam, 

Impressed with the deepest, the most heartfelt 
sense of the exalted humanity with which you have 
rescued from destruction an unhappy stranger, al
low me, with the humblest gratitude, to offer you 
my fervent acknowledgements, and to implore 
your pardon for the terror I have caused you. 

You hid me. madam, live; I have now, indeed, 
a motin~ for ]i(e, since I should not willingly quit 
the world. while I withhold from the needy and dis• 
ueued any share of that charity which a disposi• 
tiOD. 10 noble would otherwise bestow upon them 
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most unbounded confidence for the space of two 
years, when he arrived at Lyon on his way home. 

Ho wrote me thf'ncc the mo t pre sing invitation 
to meet him at Paris where he intended to remain 
some time. 1\ly de ire to comply with his request 
and shorten our ab en cc, was so cnrne t that my 
mother too indulgent to controul me, lent me 
what as istance wa in her power, and, in an ill
fated moment, I et out for that capitAl. 

My meeting with hi dear friend was tlte hap
piest event of my life; be introduced me to all his 
acquaintance; and so quickly did time seem to 
pa!!s at that rlelightful period, that the ix weel•s 
I bad allotted to my stay were gone ere I was 
sen ible 1 h d mis ed so many days. But I must 
now own, that the company of my friend were 11ot 
the sole subject of my feli"<-ity; I became acquaint
ed with a young lady, daughter,.of an Engli hman 
of distinction, with whom I formed an attach
ment which I have a thousand time vowed, a 
thousand times incerely thought, would be Jastmg 
a my life. She had but just quittcd a convent in 
which she had been placed "hen a child, and 
though English by birth, she could s<>arcely speak 
her own language. Her person and disposition 
were equally engaging; but chiefly l adored her 
for the greatness of the expectations, which, for 
my sake sho was willing to resign. 

When the time for my re idencc in Paris ex
pired, I was almost distracted at the idea of qUlt
ting her ; yet I had not the courn~e to make our 
attachment known to her f.1ther, who might 
rea onably form for her ll<'h vi ·w a would make 
him reject with a contempt which I could not bear 
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to think o?, such an O'ffer as mine. Yet I bad 
free access to the house, where she seemed to be 
left almost wholly to the guidance of an old ser
vant, who was my fast friend. 

But to be brief, the sudden and unexpected re
turn of her father onEl fatal afternoon proved the 
beginning of the misery which has eve1• since de
voured me. I doubt not but he had listened to 
our conversation ; for he darted into the room 
with the rage of a madman. Heavens! what a 
scene followed !-what abusiYe language did the 
shame of a clandestine affair, and the conscious· 
ne ss of acting ill, induce me to brook ! At length, 
however, his fury exceeded my patience: he cal• 
led me a beggarly, cowardly Scotchman. Fired 
at the words, I drew my sword; be, with equal 
alertness, drew his; for he was not an old man, 
but, on the contrary, strong and able as myself. 
In vain his daughter pleaded ;-in vain did I, re
pentant of my anger, retreat-his reproaches con· 
tinuing; myself, my country, were load£'d with 
infamy, till, no longer constraining my rage,-we 
fought,-and he fell ! 

At that moment I could almost have destroyed 
myself! The young lady fainted with terror; the 
old servant, drawn to us by the noise of the scufBe, 
entreated me to escape, and promised to bring in• 
telligence of what should pa.sa to my apartments. 
The disturbance which I had raised in the house 
obliged me to comply ; and, in a state of mind in• 
conceivably wretched, I tore myself away. 

My friend, whom I found at home, soon 
vered the whole atfair. It was near IJri:daliJJ~Ir.l, 
fore the woJDaD oame. She told me-... AIJ_. ·--
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ter was living, and her y g mistrees restored to 
her senses. The absol ecessity for my leaving 
Paris, while any danger remained, was forcibly ar
gued by my frienu: the servant promised to ac
quaint him of whatever pa<~sed, and he to transmit 
to me !-!er information. Thuscircumstanced, with 
the assistancP of this tlear friend, I effected my 
departure from Paris. and not long after, I re
turned to Scotlantl. I would fain have itopped 
by the way that I might l1ave been nearer the 
scene of all my concerns; but the low state of my 
finances denied me that satisfaction. 

The miserable situation of my mind was soon 
discovered by my mother: nor would she rest till 
I communicated the cause. She heard my whole 
story with an agitation which astonished mo :-the 
?~,ame of the parties concerned seemed to strike 
her with horror :-but when I said, lre fougM, 
and ltefell ;-My son, cried she, you have then 
murdered your father ! and be sunk breathless at 
my feet. Comments, madam. upon such a scene 
as this, dreadful story, convinced this irritated 
parent that he bad nothing more to apprehend 
from his daughter'!! unfortunate choice. My mo
ther consented and gave me a letter to pro'fe the 
truth of my a!'.sertions. As I could but ill afford 
to mal•e thi!l journey, I travell!•d in the cheapest 
way that wa!l possible. I took an obscure lodging, 
-I need not, madam, tell you where,- and board
ed with the people of the ho•Jse. 

My !lenses. in the ~reatness of my misery, ac
tually forsook me, and, for more than a week, I 
was wholly delirious. My unfortunate mother 
wu 1~ more to be pitied ; for ahe pined with un• 



mitigated sorrow. ete nally reproaching henelf 
for the danger to whic her too strict silence had 
exposed me. 'Vhen I recoTered my reapon, my 
impatience ro hear from Paris almost deprived me 
of it again ; and though the length of time I 
waited for letters might justly be attributed to 
contrary winds, I could not bear the delay, and 
was twenty times upon the point of returning 
hither at all hazards. At length, however, several 
letters arrived at once, and from the most insup
portable of my aftlictiona I was then relieTed ; 
for they acquainted me that the horrors of parri
cide were not in reserve for me. They informed 
me also, that as soon as the wound was healed, a 
journey would be made to England, where my 
unhappy sister was to be received by an aunt, with. 
whom she WM to live. 

This intelligence I!Omewhat quieted the vilo
lence of my sorrows. I instantly formed a plan 
of meeting them in London, and, by revealing 
the whole dreadful story, convmcing this irrita
ted parent that he had nothing more to appre
hend from his daughter's unfortunate choice. My 
mother consented, and gave me a letter to prove 
he truth of my assertions. As I could but ill 

aiford to make this journey, I travelled in the 
cheapest way that was possible. I took an ob
aoue lodging,-I need not, madam, tell you where, 
~d boarded with the people of the house • 
• · ~re I languished, week after week, vaioly 
bopi~ w the arrival of my family; but my im
petuosity had bli9ded me to the imprudence of 
which t was _goilt.r of quitting Scotland eo haatil.J 
K.1 W01JGded faUl'f' -.Iter ..bia ~OOYel'ft -~ 
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and when I bad waited iq the most comfortlesv 
situation for six weeks, my friend wrote me word, 
that the journey was yet deferred for some time 
longer. 

My finances werP- then nearly exhausted ; and 
I was obliged, though most unwillingly, to beg 
further assistance from my mother, that I might 
return to Scotland. 0 madam !-my answer was 
not from herself ;-it was written by a lady who 
bad long been her companion, and acquainted me 
that she had b~::en taken suddenly ill of a fever{ 
-and was no more! 

The compassionate nature of which you have 
given such noble proof!!, assures me I need not, if 
I could, paint to you the anguish of a mind over
whelmed with such accumulated sorrows. 

lnclosed was a letter to a near relation, which 
ahe had, during her illness, with much difficulty, 
written; and in which with the strongest maternal 
tenderness, she described my deplorable situation, 
and entreated his interest to procure me some 
preferment. Yet so sunk was I by misfortune, 
that a fortn;ght elapsed before I had the courage 
or spirit ro attempt delivering thi!l letter. I was 
then compelled to it by want. To make my ap
pearance with some decency, I was necessitated 
myself to the melancholy task of changing my 
coloured clothes for a suit of mourning ;-and 
then I procecd~d to aeek my relation. 

I was informed he was now in town. 
In this deaperate situation, the pride of my 

heart, which hitherto had not bowed to adversity 
gave way: and I determined to entreat the assist
&Dce of my friend, whose offered service I had a 
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thousand times rejected. Yet, madatn, so hard is 
it to root from my mind its favourite principles or 
prejudices, call them which you please, that ~ lin
gered another week ere I had the resolution to 
send away a letter which I regarded as the death 
of my indepenucnce. 

At length, reduced to my last shilling, dunned 
insolently by the people of the house, and almost 
famished, I sealed this fatal letter: and with a 
heavy heart, determined to take it to the post 
office. But l\lr. Branghton and his son suffered 
me not to pass through their shop with impunity; 
they insulted me grossly, and threatened me with 
imprisonment, if I did not immediately satisfy 
their demands. Stung to the soul, 1 bade them 
have but a day's patience, and flung from them 
in a state of mind too terrible for description. 

1\ly letter, which I now found would be received 
too late to save me from disgrace, I tore into a 
thousand pieces : and scarce could I refrain from 
putting an instantaneous, and unlicensed, period 
to my existence. 

In this disorder of my senses, I formed the hor
rible plan of turning food pad; for which purpose 
I returned to my lodging, and collected whatever 
of my apparel I could part with; which I imme
diately sold, and with the produce purchased a 
brace of pistols, powder and shot. I hope, how
ever, you will belie\'e me, when I most solemnly 
assure you, my sole intention was to frighten the 
passengers I should as'lault with these dangerous 
weapons: whi~h I had not loaded, but from a re
solution,-a dreadful one, I own,-to save m1a&If, 
from an igooiDiDiOW$ 4l&th if JOiHd. .Ancl, iD<l~. 
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I thought that if I could but procure money suffi• 
eient to pay Mr, Branghton, and make a journey 
to Scotland. I should soon be able, by the public 
papers, to discover when I had injured, and to 
make private retribution. 

But madame, new to every species of villainy, 
my perturbation was so great, that I could with 
difficulty support myself; yet the Brangbtons ob· 
served it not as I passed through the shop. 

Here I stop :-what followed is better known 
to yourself. But no time can ever efface from my 
memory that moment, when. in the very action of 
preparing for my own destruction, or the lawless 
1eizure of the property of others, you rushed into 
lbe room and arrested my arm !-It was indeed 
an awful moment!-the hand of providence seem
ed to intervene between me and eternity ; I be
held you as an angel !-I thought you dropped 
from the clouds !-The earth, indeed, bad never 
presented to my view a form so <~elestial !-What 
wonder, then. that a spectacle so astonishing should, 
to a man disordered as I was, appear too beautiful 
to be human? 

And now, madam, that I have perf'ol"IDed this 
painful task, the more grateful one remains of re• 
'tlarding, as far as is in my power, your generous 
goodness, by assuring you it shall not be thrown 
away. You have awakened me to a sense of the 
false pride by which I have been actuated ;-a 
pride which, while it scorned assistance from a 
friend, scrupled not to compel it from a stranger, 
though at the hazard of reducing that stranger to 
a situation as destitute as my own. Yet,ob! how 
:OOlent waa the atruggle which tore mJ oonfticnng 



BVl!!LINAo 

soul, ere I could persuade myselt to profit by the
benevolence which you were so evidently disposed 
to exert in my favour! 

By means of a ring, the gift of my much re
gretted mother, I have for the present satisfied 
.Mr. Branghton; and by means of your compas
sion, I hope to support mysE:lf either tilJ I hear 
from my friend, to whom at length I have writ
ten, or till the relation of my mother returns to 
town. 

To talk to you, madam, of paying my debt, 
would be vain ; l never can: the service you have 
done me exceeds all power of return; you have re
stored me to my senses; you have taught me to 
curb those passions which bereft me of them; and, 
since I cannot avoid calamity, to bear it as a man! 
An interposition so wonderfullycircumstanced can 
never be recollected without henefit. Yet allow 
me to say, the pecuniary part of my ohligation 
must be settled by my first ability. 

I am, madam, with the most profound respect, 
and heartfelt gratitude, 

Your obedient 
and devoted humble servant, 

J. MACARTNEY • 

.Evelina in Oontin~tation. 
Holborn, JULY I,-5 o'clock in the morning. 

0, Sta, what an adventure have I to write !-all 
night it has occupied my thoughts, and I am now 
risen thus earls to write it to you. 

Yesterday it w~ ~t~led that we ahonld ,.,_4 
t&. evening in ~~ ~ .. whete 
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Torre, a celebrated foreigner, was to exhibit !ome 
fireworks. The party consisted of Madame Du val, 
all the Branghtons, M. du Bois, Mr. Smith, and 
Mr. Brown. 

'Ve were almost the first persons who entered 
the gardens, ~lr. Branghton having declared he 
would have all he could get for his money, which, 
at best, was only fooled away at such silly and idle 
places. 

,\.e walked in parties, and very much detached 
from one another. Mr. Brown and miss Polly led 
the way hy themseh·cs; mi.s B1·anghton and Mr. 
Smith followod; and the latter seems determined 
to be revenged for my behaviour at the ball, by 
transferring all the former att<·ntion for me to miss 
Branghton, who received it with an air of exulta
tion ; and very frequently they each of them, 
though from difl'e1·cnt motives, looked back, to dis
cover whether I ob erved their good intelligence. 
Madame Du\·al walked with .M. du Buis, and Mr. 
Branghton by himself: but his son would ''illingly 
have attached himself wholly to me ; saying fre· 
qucntly, Come, miss, let's you and I have a. little 
fun together: you see they have all left us, so now 
let's leave them. But I begged to he excused, and 
went to the other side of madame Duval. 

This garden, as it is called, is neither striking 
for magnificence nor for beauty; and we were all 
so dull d lnn~uid, that I was extremely glad 
when we were Rummoned to the orchestra, llpOn the 
opening of a concert: in the course of which I 
had the pleasure of hearing a concerto on the vio-
lin by Mr. Barthelemon, who to me seems a player 
of exquiaite fancy, feeling, and variety. 



28S 

When notice was given to us that the ftre-workt 
were preparing, we hurried along to aecure good 
places for the sight ; but very soon we were so 
encircled and incommoded by the crowd, that Mr. 
Smith proposed the ladies should make interest 
for a form to stand upon: this was soon effected; 
and the men then left us to accommodate them
selves better ; saying they would return the mo• 
ment the exhibition was over. 

The fire-work was really beautiful; and told, 
with wonderful ingenuity, the story of Orpheus 
and Eurydice; but, at the moment of the fatal 
look which separated them for ever, tl.ere was 
such an explosion of fire, and so terrible a noise, 
that we all, as of one accord, jumped hastily from 
the form, and ran away some paces, fearing that 
we were in danger of mischief from the innumer· 
able sparks of fire which glittered in the air. 

For a moment or two I neither knew nor con· 
sidered whither I had run ; but my recollection 
was soon awakened by a stranger's addressing me 
with,' Come along with me, my dear, and I'll take
care of you.' 

I started: and then, to my great terror, per
ceived that I bad out· run all my companions, and 
saw not one human being I knew ! With all the
speed in my power, and forgetful of my first fright 
I hastened back to the place I had left ~-but; 
found the form occupied by a new set of ople. 

In vain, from side to side, I looked or some
face I knew; I found myself in the midst of a. 
crowd. yet without party, friend, or acquaintanc-. 
I walked in disorderd haste from-place to pl~ 
without knawin1 which way to turn, or wbUjler..: 
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I went. EYery other moment I was tpoken to by 
some bold and unfeeling man ; to whom my dis
tress, which I think must be very apparent, only 
furnished a pretence for impertinent witticisms, 
or free gallantry. 

At last a younll: officer, marching fiercely up to 
me, said, You are a sweet pretty creature, and I 
enlist you in my service ; and then, with great 
violence, he se!zeu my hand. I scrcumed aloud 
with fear; and forcibly snatching it away, I ran 
hastily up to two ladies, and cried, For Heaven's 
sake, dear ladies, afford me some protection. 

They heard me with a loud laugh, but very 
readily said, Ay, let her walk between us; and 
each of them took hold of an arm. 

Then, in a drawhng, ironical tone of voice, they 
asked what lwcljrightened my little ladyship? I 
told them my adventure w~ry simply, and entreat
ed they would have the goodness to assist me in 
finding my friends. 

0 yes, to he sure, said they, I should not want 
for friends whilst I was with them. Mine, J said, 
would be very grateful for any civilities with which 
they might favour me. But imagine, my dear sir, 
how I must be confounded, when I observed that 
every other word I spoke produced a good laugh! 
However, I will not dwell upon a conversation, 
,.,hich soon, to my inexpreAsihle horror, convinced 
me that I had sought protection from insult, of 
tnose who were themselves most likely to offer it! 
You, my dearest sir, I well know, will both feel 
for alfd pity my terror, which I have no words to 
cdeeoribe. 

Had I been at liberty, I should have instantly 
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run away from them when I made the aho~king 
discovery; but, as they held me fast, that was ut• 
terly impossible ; and such was my dread of their 
resentment or abuse, that I did not dare to mak'e 
any open attempt to escape. 

They asked me a thousand questions, accompa· 
nied by as many halloos, of who I was, what I wu, 
and whence l came? My answers were very in
coherent :-but what, good heaven, were my emo
tions, when, a few moments afterwards, I perceive 
ed advancing our way, lord Orville! 

Never shall I forget what I felt at that instapt: 
had I, indeed, heen sunk to the guilt.y state which 
such companions might lead him to suspect, I 
could scarce have had feelings more cruelly de· 
pressing. However, to my infinite joy, he passed 
ua without distinguishing me : though I saw that 
in a careless manner his eyes surveyed the party. 

As soon as he was !!One, one of these unhappy 
women said, Do you know that young fellow? 

Not thinking it possible she could mean lord 
Orville by such a. term, I readily answered, No, 
madam. 

Why then, answered she, you have a monstrous 
good stare for a little country miss. 

I now found I had mistaken her, but was glad 
to atoid an explanation . 

.A few minutes after, what was my delight to 
hear1be voice of Mr. Brown, who called out, Lord 
ia'n't that Mid& what's her name ? 

Thank God, cried I, suddenly springing from 
thelD both, thank God, 1 have found my party. 

Mr. Brown was, however, alone; and ~ 
kootriDB what I did, toOk hoJd. of IUa ana. 
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Lord, miss, cried he, we've had such a hunt you 
ean't think; some of them thought you was gone 
home; but I says, I don't think, says I, that she's 

. like to go home all alone, says I. 
So that gentleman belongs to you, miss, does 

be? said one of the wgrnen. 
Yes, madam, answered J, and I now thank you 

for your civility; but, as I am safe, I will Bot give 
yo•1 any further trouble. 

I courtsied slightly, and would have walked 
away; but, most unfortunately, madame Duval 
and the two l\liss Branghton just then joined us. 

They all began to make a thousnnd enquiries; 
to which I briefly anc;wered, that I had been obli
ged to these two ladies for walking with me, and 
would tell them more another time; for, though 
I felt great comparath·e courage, I was yet too 
much intimidated by their prcsenc<>, to dare to be 
explicit. 

Nevertheless, I venturrd once more to wish 
them good night, and proposed seeking for Mr. 
Branghton. These unhappy women listened to 
all that was said with a kind of callous curiosity~ 
and seemed determined not to' take any hint. But 
my vexation was terribly augmented, when, after 
having whispered something to each other, they 
very cavalierly declared, that they intended join
ing our party; and then, one of them very boldly 
took hold of my arm ~ while the other, going 
round, seized that of 1\lr. Brown ; and thus, al
moa' forcibly, we were moved on between tbem, 
ud followed by Madame Dunl and tht lUM 
~htoni. 
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n would be very difficult to say which WjUJ 

greates~ my fright, or Mr. Brown's consternation; 
who ventured not to make the least resistance, 
though his uneasiness made him tremble almost 
aa much as myself. I would instantly have with· 
drawn my arm ; but it "as held so tight I could 
not move it; and poor Mr. Brown was circum
stanced in the same manner on the other aide ; 
for I heard him say, Lord, ma'am, there's no need 
to squeeze o 1e 's arm so ! 

And this was our situation,-!or we had not 
taken three steps, when,-0 sir,-we again met 
lord Orvillfl !-but not again did he pass quietly 
by us :-yes, my dear sir, he looked greatly con
cerned : and the remembrance of that, is the only 
consolation I !eel !or an evening the most pain!ul 
or my liCe. 

What he first said I know not; !or, indeed, I 
seemed to have neither ears nor understanding: 
but I recollect that I only courtesicd in silence. 
He paused !or an instant, as if-I believe so-as 
if unwilling to pass on; and then, findin~ the 
whole party detained, he again bowed, and took 
leave. 

Indeed, my dear sir, 1 thought I should have 
fainted; so great was my emotion from shamer 
'Yexation, and a thousand other feelings, for which 
I have no expression. I ausolutely tore myself 
froJD the woman's arms: and then, disengaging 
nuaelt fl!Om that of Mr. Brown, I went to madam.e 
D9:Y.~ a.od besought that she would not suffer m.e 
tq be ~ P,arted from her. 

lfanoJ that lord Orville saw what p~d' 
~earoely wat I at libal't.f ere he returned. 
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thought, my dear sir, the pleasure, the surprise of 
the moment, recompensed me for all tho chagrin 
I bad before ft:>lt; for •lo you not think that his 
return manifests, from a charac!ter so quiet, so re
served as lord Orville's, something like solicitude 
in my concerns? sneh at least was the interpreta
tion I mvolnntarily made upon again seeing him. 

'With a politeness to which I ha,·e been some
time very little used, he apologized for returning; 
anrl then inquired after the health of Mrs. Mirvan 
and the rest of the Howard Grove family. T.he 
flattering conjecture\\ hich 1 have ju t ackowledg
ed, had so wonderfully restored my spirits, that I 
heli<we I mvcr answ~red him so readily, and with 
so little constraint. Ve'r·y short howe,-or, was the 
duration of this conversation : for we were soon 
most disagreeably interrupted. 

The Miss Branghton~, though they saw almost 
immedi.1tely the characters of the women to whom 
I had so unfortunately applied, were, nevertheless 
so weak and foolish as merely to titter at their be
haviour. As to madame Duvnl, she was for some 
time so strangely imposed upon, that she thought 
they were two real tine ladies. Indeed, it is won
derful to sec how ea ily and how frequently she 
is deceh'ed. Our disturbance, however~ arose 
from young Br·own, who was now between tbe 
two women, hy whom his arms were absolutely 
pinioned to hi sidec;: for n few minutes his com
plaint h.1d hN n only murmured: but he now 
called out aloud, Goodne~ , ladies, yo!f hurt me 
like any thing! \\hy, I can't walk at a!J, if you 
keep pinching my arms so ! 

This speech raised a loud lu.ugh in the women, 
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and redoubled the tittering of the Miss Brangh
tons. For my own part, I was most cruelly con
fused; while the <'Ountenance of lord Orville 
manifested a sort of indignant astonishment; and, 
from that moment, he spoke to me no more till he 
took leave. 

Madame Duval who now began to suspect her 
company, proposed our taking the first box we saw 
empty, bespeaking a !C'upper, and waiting till Ur. 
Braughton should find us. 

Miss Polly mentioned one she had remarked, to 
which we all turned. l\ladame Duval instantly 
seated herself, and the two bold women, forcing 
the frightened 1\!r. Browp to go between them, 
followed her eumple. 

Lord Orville. with an air of gravity that wound
ed my very soul, then wished me good night. I 
said not a word; but my face, it it had any con
nexion with my heart, must have looked melan
choly indeed; and so I have some reason to believe 
it did ; for he added, with much more softness, 
though no less di;nity, Will Miss Anville allow 
me to ask her address, and to pay my respects to 
her before I leave town ? 

0 how I changed colour at this 1mexpeeted re
quest !-yet what was the mortification I sutl'ered 
in answering, My lord, I am-in Holborn? · 

He then bowed and left us. 
What, what can he think of this adventure! 

how stranl{ely, how cruelly have all appearances 
turned against me ! Had I been blessed with 
any presence of mind, I should instantly have ex• 
plained to him the accident which occasioned my 
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being in such terrible company :-but I have 
none! 

As to the rest of the evening, I cannot relate 
the parti('u)ars of what passed ; for, to you, I only 
write of what I thiuk : and can think of nothing 
but this unfortunate, this ungrateful meeting. 
These two wretched womP.n continued to torment 
us all, but especially poor Mr. Brown, who seemed 
to afford them uncommon di\·ersion, till we were 
discovered by Mr. Branghton, who very soon found 
means to release us from their persecution& by 
frightening them away. We stayed but a shon 
time after they had left us, which was all employ
ed in explanation, 

Vvhatever may be the construction which lord 
Orville may put upon this affair, to me it cannot 
fail of being unfavourable; to be seen-gracious 
Heaven! to be seen in company with two women 
of such character ?-How vainly, l10w proudly 
have I wished to uoid meeting him when only 
with the Branghtons and maclarue Duval.-but 
now bow joyful should I he had he seen me to no 
greater disadvantage !-Holborn, too! what a di
rection! he who bad always-but I will not tor
ment you, my dearest sir, with any more ol .my 
mortifying conjectures and apprehensions: per
haps l1e may call,-and then I shall have an op
portunity of explaining to him all the most shock
ing part of the adventure. .And yet, as I did not 
tell him at whose ..,house I lived he may not be 
able to discover me ; I merely said, in Holborn ; 
and he, who, I suppose saw my embarraument, 
forbore to ask any other direction. 

Well, I must take my chance ! 
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Yet let me in justice to iord Orville, and in 
justice to the high opinion I have always enter· 
tained of his honour and delicacy,-let me ob· 
serve the difference of his behavi )ut\ when nearly 
in the same f;ituation, to that of sir Clement Wil· 
lough by. Be had, at least, equal cause to depre· 
ciate me in his opinion, and to mortify and sink 
me in my own: hut far different was his conduct: 
-perplexed, indeed, he looked, and much sur• 
prised :-but it was benevolently, not with inso· 
lence. I am even inclined to think that he could 
not !lee a youn"' creature whom he had so lately 
known in a higher sphere, app<'ar so suddenly, so 
strangely, so disgracefully altered in her situation, 
without some pity and concern. But whatever 
might be his doubts and suspicions, far ft·om suf· 
fering them to influence his behaviour, he spoke, 
he looked with the same politeness and attention 
with which he hacl always honoured me when 
countenanced h:v Mrs. l\lirvan. 

Once ngain l~t me drop this subject. 
In every mortification, every disturh::mce, how 

grateful to my heart, how sweet to my recollec· 
tion, is the certainty of yom· JJever iailing tender· 
ness, sympathy, and pt·otection! Oh, sir, could I 
upon this subject, could I write as I feel,-how 
animated would be the language of your devoted 

EVELINA. 

E'l:elina in contin·uation. 
Holborn, July 1. 

LrsTLE!>S, unea.sy, and without either spirit or 
courage to employ myself from the time I bad fin• 
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isbed my last letter, I indolently seated myself at 
the window, where, while 1 waited Madame Du
val's summons to breakfast, I perceived, among 
the carriages which passed by, a coronet coach, 
and, in a few minutes, from the windows of it, 
lord Orville! I instantly retreated, but not, I 
believe, unseen ; for the coach immediately drove 
up to our door. 

Inde2d, my dear sir. I must own I was greatly 
agitated ; the idea of receiving lord O"Ule by 
myself,-the knowledge that his visit was entirely 
to me,-the wish of explaining the unfortunate 
adventure or yesterday,-and the mortification o£ 
my present circumstances,-all these thoughts, 
occurring to me nearly at the same time, occa
sioned me more anxiety, confusion, and perplexi
ty, than I can possibly express. 

I believe he meant to send up his name ; but 
the maid, unused to such a ceremony, forgot it by 
the way, and only told me, that a. great lord was 
below, and desired to see me; and, the next mo
ment, be appeared himself. 

If formerly, when in the circle of high life, and 
accustomed to its manners, I so much admired 
and distinguished the grace-the eleg3nce of lord 
Orville, think, sir, how must they strike me now, 
-now, when far removed from that splendid cir
cle, I live with those to whom even civility is un
known, and decorum a stranger! 

I am sure I received him very awkwardly; de
pressed by a situation so disagreeable-could I do 
otherwise ? When his first enquiries were made, 
I think myself very fortunate, he said, in meeting 
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with mi• Anville at home, and still more 10 in 
&ndintt her diRengaged. 

I only I'Onrtgierl. He then talked of Mrs. Mir
van, uskerl how long- T had been in town, and 
other sueh ~~·neral r1uestions; which happily gave 
me time to reco\·er from my cmharrassrnt>nt. Af
ter which he said, If mi!;s Am·ille will allow me 
the hmJOur of sittin~ by her a few minutes (for 
we were both standing,) I will \·enturc to tell ber 
the motive which next to inquiring after her 
he:~.lth, has prompted me to wait on her so nry 
early. 

\Ve were then botb seated ; and after a abort 
pause, he said, How to apologise for so great a li
bert.y as I am upon the point l)f taking, I know 
not ;-shall I, therefore, rely wholly upon your 
goodness, and not apologise at all. 

I only bowed. 
I should be extremely sorry to appear imperti

nent,-yet hardly know bow to avoid it. 
Impertinent! 0, my lord, cried I eagerly, that 

I am surP, is impossible? 
You are very good, answered be, and encou• 

rage me to be ingenuous-
Again he stopped: but my expectation was too 

great for speech. AtJast, witl10ut looking at me, 
in a low voice, and hesitating manner, he said, 
Were those ladies with whom I s~.w you last night 
eYer in your ~ompany before? 

No., m>' lord, cried I, ril'>ing and colouring vio
lently, nor will they ever again. 

He roae too : and with an air of the most con• 
descending c()ncem, said, Pardon, madam, the 
abrnptneY of a queatiOil which I Jmow not how 
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to introduce as I ought, and f'or which I have no 
excuse to offer but my respect for Mrs. Mirvan, 
joined to the sincerest wisl1es for your happiness; 
yet I fear I have gone too far! 

I am very sensible of the honour of your lord-
ship's attention, said I; but--

Permit me to assure you, cried he, finding I 
hesitated, that officiousness is not my character
ist.c ; and that I would by no means have riaked 
your displeasure had I not been fully satisfied 
you \vcre too generous to be offended without a 
renl cause of offence. 

Offended ! cried 1, no my lord, I am only ~riev
ed-grieved, indeed, to find myself in a situation 
so unfortunate as to be obliged to make explana
tions which cannot but mortify and shock me. 

Jt is I alone, cried he, with some eagerness, 
who am shocked, as it is I wl10 deserve to be mor
tified. I seck no explanation, for I hM·e no 
doubt; but in mistaking me, miss Anville injures 
herself; allow me, therefore, frankly, and openly, 
to tell you the intenti<>n of my visit. 

I bowed, and we both returned to our seats. 
I will own myself to have been greatly sur

prised, continued he, when I met you yesterday 
~vening. in company with two persons who I wa'S 
tensible merited not the honour of your notice; 
nor waB it <asy for me to conjecture the cause of 
your being 100 ~lluated ; yet, believe me, my incer
titude did not for a moment do you injury. I 
was satisfied that their characters must be un
known to yo"-:, and I thought with concern of 
the shock you would sustain when you discovered 
.their unworthiness. I should not, however, upon 
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so short an acquaintance have asurped tbe prhi
lege of intimacy, in giving my unasked sentiments 
upon so delicate a. subject, had I not kn.,wn that 
credulity is the sister of innocence, and therefore 
feared you might be deceived. A something which 
I could not resist urged me to the freerlom I have 
taken to eau tion you ; but I shall not easily for• 
give myself if I have been so unfortunate as to 
give you pain. 

The pride which his first question had excited 
now subsided into delight and gratitude; and I 
instantly related to him, as well as I could, the 
accident which had occasioned my joining the un
happy wom!ln with whom he had met me. He 
listened with an attention so flattering, seemed so 
much interested durmg the recital, and, when I 
had done, thanked me in terms so polite. for what 
he was pleased to call my condescension, that I 
was almost ashamed either to look at or bear him. 

Soon after the maid came to tell me that ma
dame Duval desired to have breakfast made in 
her own room. 

I fear, cried lord Orville, instantly rising, that 
I have intruded upon your time ;-yet who so si
tuated could do otherwise? Then taking my 
hand, will Miss Anville allow me thus to seal m7 
peace, he pressed it to his lips, and took leave. 

Generous, noble lord Orville! how disinterested 
his conduct ! how delicate his whole behaviour! 
wilUng to advise, yet afraid to wound me !-Can I 
ever, tn future, regret the adventure I met with 
at Maryhone, since it has been productive of a ti• 
sit so ftatfering !I Had my morti6catio111 been 
.W more humiliating, m7 tenon still more alarm• 
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ing, 'auch a rttat'k of esteem-may I not call it 
~o ?-from lord Orville, would have made me am. 
ple amends. 

And indeed, my dear sir, I required some con• 
solation in my present very disagreeable situation; 
for, sir.ce he went, two incidents have happened, 
that, had not my sp1rits been particularly elated, 
would greatly have disconcerted me. 

During breakfast madame Duval very abruptly 
asked, if J should like to he married? and added, 
that :Mr. Branghton had been proposing a match 
for me with his son. Surprised, nnd, I must own, 
provoked, I assured her that. in thinking of me, 
Mr. Branghton would very vainly lose his time. 

Why, cried she, I have had grander views for 
you myself, if once l could get you to Paris, and 
make you be owned ; but if I can't do that, and 
you cannot do better, why, a!! you are both my re• 
lations, l think to leave my fortune between you; 
and then, if you marry, you never need want for 
nothing. 

I begged her not to pursue the subject, as, I as-
sured her, Mr. Branghton was totally disagreeable 
to me; but she continued her admonitions and 
reflections, with her usual disregard of whatever 
I could answer. She charged me, very peremp
torily neither wholly to discourage, nor yet to ac
cept Mr. Branghton's offer, till she saw what 
could he done for me. The young man, she added 
ba.d often intended to !'lpeak to me himself, but, 
not well knowing how to introduce the subject, 
be had desired her to pave tl1e way for him. 

I acrupled not, warmly and freely, to declare 
lD"J aversion to this proposal : but it was to no o~ 
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feet; abe concludel just as abe had began, b1 
Mying that I shouH not have him, if I t:O'Uld do 
better. 

Nothing, however, shall persuade me to listen 
to any other person concerning this odious affair. 

My second cause of uneasiness arises, very nn• 
expectedly, from M. de Bois ; who. to my infinite 
surprise, upon madame Duval's quitting the room 
after dinner, put into my hand a note, and imme
diately left the house. 

This note contains an open declaration of an 
attachment to me ; which, he says, be should ne
ver have presumed to have acknowledged, had he 
not been informed that madame Duval destined 
my hand tQ young BranghtQn-a match which he 
cannot endure to think of. HE" beseeches me ear
nestly to pardon his temerity; professes the moat 
inviolable respect, and commits his fate to time, 
patience, and t>ity. 

This conduct in M. de Bois gives me real con· 
cern, as I was disposed to think very well of him. 
It will not, however, be difficult to discourage him: 
and, therefore, I shall not ac·quaint madame Do
val of his letter, as I have reason to believe it 
would greatly displease her. 

Evelina in continuatio1~. 
July 3. 

0 Sia, how much uneasiness must I suffer to. 
counterbalance one abort morninJr of happiness P 

Yesterda7 the Branghton'a proposed a party to 
KenllingtQ.n Gar.dena ; and, as usual, maclame Da 
val insiated upon m1 attendance. 



BVBLIN.Ao 301 

We went in a hackney-coach to Piccadilly, and 
then had a walk through Hyde Qark; which in 
any other company would have been delightful, 
I was much pleased with Kensington Gardens, 
and think them infinitely preferable to those of 
Vauxhall. 

Young Draughton was extremely troublesome, 
he insisted upon walking by my side, and talked 
with me almost by compulsion; however, my re
serve anrl coldness prevented his entering upon 
the hateful subject which madame Duval had pre
pared me to apprehcnu. Once, indeed, when I 
was accidentally a few yards before tho rest, he 
nid, I suppose, miss, aunt has told you about
'ou know what ?-ha'n't she, miss ?-But I turn
ed from him without making any answer. Neither 
Mr. Smith, nor Mr. Brown were of the pat·ty; 
and poor M. du Dois, when he found that I avoid
ed him, looked so melancholy, that I lwas really 
sorry for him. 

While we were strolling round the garden I 
perceived, walking with a party of ladies at some 
distance, lord Orville. I instantly retreated be
hind miss Branghton, and kept out or sight till 
we had passed him ; for I dreaded being seen by 
him again in a public walk, with a party of which 
I was ashamed. 

Happily I succeeded in my design, and saw no 
more of him: for a. 8UddP-n and violont shower of 
raio made us all hasten out of t.he gardens. We 
1'&11 till we came to a ~mall green-shop, where we 
begged shelter. Here we found ourselves in com
paay with two footmen, whom the rain bad driven 
into ~~ ahop, Their linry I thouaht I had before 
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seen; and, upon looking from the window, I per
ceived the same upon a. coachman belonging to a 
carria~e. which l immediately recollected to be 
lord Orvillc's. 

Fearing to be lmo\·m, 1 whispered miss Brangh· 
ton not to speak my name. Had I considered hut 
a moment I should have been sensible of the inuti· 
lity of such a caution, ince not one of the party 
call me by any other appellation than that of 
cousin or of miss; but 1 am perpetually involved 
in some distress or dilemma from my own heedless
ness. 

This request excited very strongly her curiosity; 
and she attacked me with such eagerness and 
bluntness of inquiry, that I could not avoid telling 
her the reason of my making it, and, consequently 
that I was known to lord Orville, an acknowledge
ment which proved the most unfortunate in the 
world ; fot she would not rest till she had .drawn 
from me the circumstancE's attending my first mak
ing the acquaintance. Then, calling to her sister, 
she said, Lord, Polly only think! 1\liss has danced 
with a lord! 'V ell, cried Polly, that's a tl ing I should never 
luwe thought of ! And pray, miss, what did he 
say to you? 

This question was much sooner a!lked than an
swered ; and they both became so very inquisitive 
and earnest, that they :.;oon drew the attention of 
~adame Duvnl and the rest oft hE:' party~ to whom 
to a very short time, they repeated all they bad 
gathered fa·om me. 

Goodneu, .then, cried young Branghton, if I wu 
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miss, if I would not make free with his lordship's 
coach to take me town. 

Why, ay, said the father, there would he some 
sense to that ; that would be making some use of 
a lord's acquaintance, for it would sa.ve us coach
bire. 

I .. ord, miss, cried Polly, I wish you would : for 
I should like of all things to ride in a coronet
coach. 

I promise you, said :Madame Duval, I'm glad 
you've thought of it. for I don't see no objection 
-no let's have the coachman called. 

Not for the ·world, cried I, very much alarmed: 
indeed it is uttterly impossible. 

Why so? demanded 1\lr. Branghton · pray 
where's the good of your knowing a lord, if you're 
n8'Ver the better for him ? 

M a joi, child, said Madame Duval, you don't 
know no more of the world than if you was a baby. 
Pray, sir (to one of the footmen,) tell that coach
man to draw up, for I wants to speak to him. 

The man stared, but did not move. Pray, pray, 
madam, llaid r. pray, Mr. Dranghton, have the 
goodness to give up this plan ; I know but very 
lit,le of his lordship, and can't, upon any account 
take so great a liberty. 

Don't say nothing about it, said madame Duval, 
for I shall have it my own wa:y; so if you won't 
call the coachman, sir, I '11 promise you I'll call him 
mysQlf. 

Tbe footman, very impertinently, laughed and 
turnetl upon his heel. Madame Du\·al, extremely 
init&ted, ran out in the rain, and beckoned the 

oachman, who instantly obeyed her summons. 
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Shocked beyond all expression, I flew after her, 
and entreated her, with the utmost earnestness, to 
let us return in a hackney-conch ;-bat, oh! she 
is impenetrable to pQrsuasion ! She told the man 
she wanted him to carry her directly"to town, and 
that she would answer for him to lord On·ille. 
The man, with a ~meer, thanked her, hut said he 
should auswer for him~elf; and was driving off; 
when another footman came up to him, with in
formation that his lord was gone into Kensington 
Palace, and would not want him for an hour or 
two. 

"\Vhy, then, friend, s:ud :Mr. Branghton (for we 
were followed by all the party,) where will be the 
great harm of your taking- us to town? 

Besille~, said the son, l 'll pl'omise you a pot of 
beer for my own share. 

These speeches had no other answer from the 
coachman than a loud laugh, which was echoed by 
the insolent footmen. I rL•joiced at their resist
ance; though 1 was certain that, if their lord had 
witnessed theirimpertinence, they would have been 
instantly di!!missed his service. 

Pa1·di, cried madame Duval, if I don't think all 
the footmen are the most impudentest fellows in 
the kingdom! But I'll pt·omise you 1 'll have 
your master told of your airs: so you'll get no good 
by'em. 

'\'hy, pray, saiu tl10 cor~chmun, rather alat•med, 
did my lord give you leave to use the coach? 

l'ts no matter for that, answered she; I'm tmre 
if he's a. gentleman, he'd let us ua\e it sooner than 
we should be wet to the akin ; but I '11 promiae you 
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}re shall know how saucy you l1ave been~ for tliis 
young hdy knows him well. 

Ay, that ~;h£> doe~, ~aid miss Polly, and she's 
danced with bi•n too. 

Oh. how I r pented my foolish mil.l'1lanagement: 
The men bit their lip!!, r nd looked at onfl another 
in some <>onfu.;ion. This was pcrcElivrd by our 
party~ who, takin~ adv· ntag-CI of it, protested they 
would write to lord Onillo word of their ill beha
viour without dt lay. This quite startled them; 
and ore of the footmen offer· d t•ll'Un to the pal ce 
and ask his lord's permi siou for our· havmg the 
carria){!.'. 

'1 hi propo~al really m1.de me tremble, and the 
Branghton all hung hack upon it; but madame 
Duval is ncv<'r to be di u ded from a ~chomc ~he 
lrar OPCC formrd. Do so. cried she; and •i\ P this 
child's <'On plimcnts to your mnstcr; nud tell him, 
as we ha'n 't no c·onc>h hrrc. we s~ould be glad to 
go ju t a fr.r n'> Holb rn in l JS. 

~o, no, no, cril(l l ; don't o,-1 krow nothing 
of his lord~hip,-1 ,end no mc~sage,-1 have no
thing to s. y to him ! 

'J'11c tn<'n YPry much perplcx,.,d, coulrl with dif
ficultv rc.train them c>hc from rr uming their 
impe;tinent mirth. l\1ada.m,., Duv.tl scolded me 
''ery ang•·ily, and then dcsir<>d tl,rem to ~'> dir!.'ct
ly, Pray, then, s1id thC' coachman, what naru(1 i 
to he ginn to my lord? 

An\ ilh•. a'JS\\ pr·cd m,Ld me Dum! ; tell him 
m' sAl ,·ilh• v;ant tl <J t·o eh: the ;,oung lady he> 
d ucE d v; ith once. 

I was really in an agony; but the winds could 
r 
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not have been more deaf to me than those to 
whom I pleade'l! and therefore the footman, 
urged by the repeated threats of madame Duval, 
and perllaps recollecting the name himself, actually 
went to the palace with tl1is strange message! 

He retumed in a few minutes; and bowing to 
me with the greatest respect, said, l\ly lord desires 
his compliments, and his carriage will be alwa,rs 
at miss AnYille's service. 

I was so much affected by his politeness, and 
chagrineu at the whole affair, that I could scarce 
:refrain from tears. ~latlame Duval and the miss 
l3ranghtons eagerly jumped into the coach, and 
desirc:d me to follow. I woulrl rather have sub
mitted to the scvet·est punishment; but all resist
ance was vain. 

Durin~ the whole ride I said not a word: how· 
O\'er, the rest of the pal'ty were so talkative, that 
my silence .,vns.very immaterial. 'Ve StQpped at 
our lodgin~~; but, when l\ladamo Du vat and I 
alighted, tho Branghtons asked if they could not 
be carried on to Snow Hill? The servants, now 
all civility, made no objection. Remonstrances 
from me, I knew, would be fruitless; and there
fore, with a hea.vy heart, I retired to my room, 
and left them to their own direction. 

Seldom have I passed a night in greater uneasi
ness-So lately to have cleared myself in the good 
opinion of Lord. Ot•ville,-so soon to forfeit it!
to give 'him reason to suppo e I prosumed to boast 
of his acquaintance !-to publish his having danc
ed with me!-to take with him a liberty I should 
have blushed to have taken with the most intimate 
of my frienda!-to treat with auch impertinent 
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freedom one who has honoured me with such dis
tinguished respect!-Indeed, sir, I could ha,·e 
met with no accident that would have so cruelly 
tormented me! 

If such were then, my feelings, imaginc,-for 
I cannot describe,-what I suffered during the 
scene I am now going to write. 

This morning, while I was alone in the dining 
room, young Branghton called. He entered with 
a. most important air; and, strutting up to mE', 
said, ')fiss, lord OriJille sends his compliments 
to you. • 

Lord Orville! repeated I, much amazed. 
Yes, Miss, lord Orville: for I know his lordship 

now, as well as you.-And a. vet·y civil gentleman 
he is, for all he's a. lord. 

For Hcavcn·s sake, cried J, explain yourself! 
'Vhy, you must know miss, after we left you, 

we met with a little misfortune; hut I dont mind 
it now, for ifs all turned out for the best: but 
just M we were a going up Snow Hill, plump he 
comes agninst a cart, with such ajog it almost 
pRlled the coach wheel off. However that is'nt 
the worst; for, as 1 went to open the door in a. 
hurry, a-thinking the coa.ch would be broken 
down, as ill luck would baYe it, I never minded 
that the glass was up, ·and so I poked my head 
fairly through it.-Only see, miss, how I've cut 
my forehead! 

A much worse accident to himllelf would not, I 
believe, at that moment ha\·e given me any con
cern for him: howe,·et·, he proceederl with his ac· 
count !or I was too much confuonded to interrupt 
him, 
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Goodness, miss, we were in auch a stew, us, 
and the servants, and all, as you can't think; fCJr, 
besides the glass being broke, the coachman said 
bo\V the coach would'nt be safe to go back to Ken
sington. So we diu'nt know what to do; however 
the footmen said they'd go and tell h1s lordship 
what had happened. So then father grew quite 
uneasy like, for fear of hi3 lordship's taking 
offence, and prejudicing us in our business; so he 
Sl\id I shoul(l go this morning and ask his pardon, 
cause of having broke the glas!'. So then I asked 
the footman the direction, and they told me he 
lived in llerkeley-square; so this morning I went, 
-and I soon found out the house. 

You did! cried I, quite out of breath with ap-
prehension. 

Yes, miss, and a very fine house it is.-Did 
you ever see it? 

No. 
No! why then, miss, 1 know more of his lord

ship than you do, for all you knew him first. So 
when l came to the door, l was in a peck of trou
hlcs, a. thinking what 1 should say to him! how
eve!·, the servants had no mind 1 should see him; 
for they told me he was bu!!y, but l might leave 
my mes3age. So 1 was just a coming away, when 
l bethought myi;eltto say l came from you. 

From me! 
Yes, miss, for you l·now, why should 1 have 

such a long walk ns that for nothing? So 1 says 
to the porter, s:t~s 1, 'f<'ll his lordsb•p, says I, 
one wants to spe:1k to him ns comes from one miss 
.Anville, says I. 
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Good God, eried J, and by what anthority did 
you take this liberty? 

Goodness, miss, don't be in such a hurry, for 
you'll be as glad as me when you hear how well it 
all turned out. So then they made way for me, 
and said his lordship would see me directly: and 
there I was led through such a heap of servants, 
and so many rooms, that my heart quite misgave 
me; for I thought, thinks I, he'll be so proud 
he'll hardly let me speak; hut he's no more proud 
than I am, and he's as civil as if I'd been a lord 
myself. ~o then I said, I hoped he wouldn't 
take it amiss about the glass, for it was quite an 
accident; but he bid me not mention it, for it 
did not signify. And then he said he hoped you 
got safe home, and was'nt frightened: and so I 
.said yes, and I gave your duty to him. 

My duty to him! exclaimed I,-and who gave 
you leave ?-who desired you? 

0, 1 did it out of my own bead, just to make 
him think I came from you. But l should ha1e 
told you before, how the footman said he was go
ing out of town to-morrow evening, and that his 
sister was soon to be married, and that he was 
ordering a heap of things for that: and so it came 
into my head, as he was so affable, that I'd ask 
him for his custom. So I says, says I, if your 
lordship is'nt engaged particularly, my father is a 
silversmith, and he'll be very proud to serve you, 
says I, and miss Ailville as danced with you is his 
cousin, and she's my coul!in too, and she'd be 
very much obligated to you, I'm sure. 

You will dri\·e me wild, cried I, starting from 
JIJ1 seat, you have done me t.n irreparable injurJ 
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but I will hear no more! and then I ran luto 1111 
own room. 

I was half frantic; I really raved: the good opi
nion of lord Orville seemed now irretrievably lost: 
a faint hope, which in the morning I had vainly 
encouraged, that I might see him again, and ex
plain the transaction, wholly nnished, now I 
found he was so soon to leave the town ; and I 
could not but conclude, that, for the rest of mJ 
life, he would regard me as an object of utter eo~ 
tempt. 

This very idea was a dagger to my heart !-I 
could not support it, and-but I blush to proceed 
-I fear your disapprobation; yet I should not he 
conscious of having merited it, but that the repug
nance I feel to relate to you what I have done, 
makes me suspect I must have erred. Will you 
forgive me if I own that I first wrote an account 
of this transaction to Miss Mirvan !-and that I 
even thought of concealing it from you ?-Short• 
lived however, was the ungrateful idea, and sooner 
will I risk the justice of your displeasure, than un
worthily betray your generous confidence. 

You are now probably prepared for what fol
lows-which is a letter-a hasty letter, that, in 
the height of agitation, I wrote to lord Onille, 

~lord, 
I am so infinitely ashamed of the application 

~ade yesterday for your lordship'• carriage in mJ 
name, and so greatly shocked at hearing how 
much it was injured, that I cannot forbear writ
ing a few lines, to clear myaelt from the imputa
tion of an impertinence which I bluah to be 1111-
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pected of, and to acquaint you, that the request 
for your carriage was made against my consent, 
and the visit with which you were importuned 
tbil morning, without my knowledge. 

I am inexpressibly concerned at having been 
the instrument, however innocently, of so much 
trouble to your lordship ; but I beg you to be
lieve that the reading these lines is the only part 
of it which I have given voluntarily. I am, my 
lor 

Your lordship's mo11t humble sel'Vant, 
EVELIN A ANVILLE. 

I applied to the maid of the house to get thi1 
note conveyed to Berkeley square; but scarce l~ad 
I parted \\ith it, before 1 regretted having writtE>n 
at all: and I was flying- tlown !'.la it·~ to recover it, 
v.·hen tlw voice of !lit· ClemPnt WillouJ!Iihy !'top
ped ml'. As madame Du\'al lwd ord< red "e 
should l1e denied to him, I was obliged to return 
up stairs ; and after he was gonP, my application 
was too late, as the maid servant bad given it to 
a porter. 

l\ly time did not pass very serenely while he 
was gone ; however, Le brought me an answer, 
but that lord Orville was not at home. Whether 
or not he will take the trouble to send any,-or 
whether he will rondescend to call, or whether 
the affair will ro. . as it is, I know not ;-but, in 
'beini ignorant, am most cruelly anxious. 

E-,elina in continuation. 
July 4th. 

You may now, JDY dear sir, send :Mrs. Clinton !or 
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Brangbton, he saw you an4 I a-walking up Hol· 
bom Hill. 

God forbid! cried I, impatiently; and, too 
much cha~rined to bear with any more of his 
remarks, I ran up stairs; but I heard him say to 
M. du llois, mis is so uppish this morning, that I 
think I had better not speak to her again. 

I wish M. du Bois had taken the same resolu
tion; but he choose to follow me into the dining
room, which he found empty. 

Voise ne l'airnez do1w pas ce garcon, mademoi-
selle I cried he. 

Me! cried I, no, I detest him! for I was aiek 
at heart . 

.A k l16 11te ?"ends la vie I cried he ; and tlinging 
himself at my feet, be had just caught my band 
as the cloor was opened by madallle Duval. 

Hastily, and with marks of guilty confusion in 
his face, he rose ; but the rage of that lady quite 
amazed me! Advancmg to the retreating M. du 
Bois, she began, in French, an att.tck, which her 
extreme wrath and wonderful vol bility almost 
rendered unintelligible: yet I rstood but 
too much, since her reproaches convinced me she 
had herself proposed being ti.le object ofT his af· 
feotion. 

He d.efended himself in a weak and evasive 
manner; very readily withdrew : and then, with 
yet greater violence, she up6raided me with hav· 
ing seduced his heart, called me an ungrateful, 
designing girl, and protested ahe would neither 
take me to Paris, nor any more interest herself in 
my affairs. unless I would instantly agree to mar
"1 f.OIUlg Branghton. 
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of the nalt you proposed to make them before 
your return to Berry Hill, for I find my fortitude 
nnequal to a longer separation. 

I have much to say to you, many comments to 
make upon your late letter; some parts of which 
give me no little uneasiness : but I will reserve my 
remarks for our future conversation. Hasten, then 
to the spot ofthy nativity, the abode ofthyyouth, 
where yet never care or sorrow had power to an
noy thee.--0 that they might ever be banished 
this peaceful dwelling. 

Adieu, my dearest Evelina ! I pray but that 
thy satisfaction at our approaching meeting may 
bear any comparison with me ! 

ARTHUR VILLARS. 

Evelina to Mi&s },firvan. 

Berry Hill, July 14. 

Kv sweet Maria will he much surprised, when, in
stead of her friend, she recei1'es this letter ;-this 
cold, this inanimate letter, which will but ill ex
press the feelings of the heart .vhich indites it. 

When I wrote to you last Friday, I was in 
hourly expectation of seeing Mrs. Clinton, with 
whom I intended to have set out for Howard 
Grove. Mrs. Clinton came~ but my plan was ne
cessarily altered, for she brought me a letter,
the sweetest that ever was penned, from the best 
and lr.indest friend that ever orphan was blessed 
with.-requiring my immediate attendance at 
Berry Hill. 

I obeJtd- and pardon me if I own I obeyed 
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And yet, when we anived at Berry Hill,-when 
the chaise stopped at this place,-how did my 
heart throb with joy !-and when, through the 
window, l beheld the dearest, the most ,·enerable 
of men, with uplifted hands, returning, as I doubt 
not, thanks for my safe arrival,-good God! I 
thought it would have hurst my bosom !-I open
ed the chaise door myself: I flew,-for my feet 
did not seem to touch the ground,-into the par· 
our; he had risen to meet me: but the moment 
1 appeared he sunk iuto his chair, uttering with 
ad.pep sigh, though hi~ face beamed with delight, 
:My God, l thank thee ! 

I sprung forward; and, with a pleasure that 
bordered upon agony, I embraced his knees, I 
kissed his hands, I wept over them, but could not 
speak: while he, now raising his eyes in thank
fulnes" towards heaven, now bowing down his 
reverend head, and folding me in his arms, could 
scarce articulate the blesaings with which his kind 
and benevolent heart overflowed. 

0, miSB 1\lirnn, to be so loved by the best of 
men,-should l not be happy ?-Should I have no 
wish save that of meriting his goodness?-Yet 
think me not ungrateful: indeed I am not, al
though the internal sadneSB of my mind unfits 
me, at present, for enjoying as I ought the boun-
ties of Providence. 

I cannot journalize, cannot arrange my ideas 

into order. 
How little h:~.s situation to do with happiness! 

I had f\.lttered myself, that, when restored to 
Berry Hill, I should be restored to tranquillity: 
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all the world, but endeavour to disbelieve it my
self. Yet since I must tell you, why trifle with 
your impatience ? 

I know not how to come to the point ; twenty 
times have I attempted it in vain-but I will force 
myself to proceed. 

Oh, Miss 1\Iirvan, could you ever haTe believed 
that one who seemed formed as a pattern for his 
fellow creatures, as a. model of perfection,-one 
whose elegance surpassed all description,-wbose 
sweetne~s of manners disgraced all comparison ;
ob, Miss l\Iirvan, could you ever have helieYed that 
lord Orville would have treated me with indignity? 

Never, never again will I trust to appearances; 
-never confide in my own weak judgement ;
never believe that a person to he goorl seems to be 
amiable! What cruel maxims are we taught by 
a kno.vledge of the world !-But while my own 
reflections absorb me, I forget you are still in sus
pense. 

I hacl just fini!lbed the la!lt letter which I wrote 
to you from London, when the maid of the bouRe 
brought me a note. It was given to her, she said, 
by a footman, who told her he would call the next 
day for an answer. 

This note,-bnt let it speak for itself. 

To llfiss AnvUle. 

With transport, most charming of thy sex, did 
I read the letter with which you yesterday morn• 
ing favoured me. I ~m sorry the atTilir of the 
carriage should have gtven you any concern, but 
J am highly flattered by the anxiety you express 
eo kindl1• Believe me, my lovely &irl, I am truly 
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sensible of the honour of youl' good optmon, and 
feel myself deeply penetrated with love and grati
tude. The corre~pondence you have so sweetly 
commenced, I shall be prouu of continuing; and 
1 hope the strong sense 1 have of the favour you 
do me will prevent your withdrawing it. Assure 
yourself, that I desire nothing more ardently than 
to pour forth at your feet, and to offer those vows 
which are so justly the tribute of your charms and 
accnmplit.hments. In your next. I entreat you to 
acquaint me how loug yo11 shall remain in town. 
The servant. whom 1 shall commissiOn to call for 
an answer, has orders to ride post with it to me. 
My impatience for his arri,·al will be very great, 
though inferior to that with which I burn to tell 
you, in person, how much I am, my sweet girl, 
your grateful admirer, 

ORVILLE. 
\Vhat a letter! how was my proud heart swelled 

every line I have copied! \Yl~:1.t I wrote to him 
you know ; tell mt>, then, my dear frit>nd, do you 
think it meritetl such answer ?-and that J bavo 
deser,·cdly incurred the liberty he ha3 taken? I 
meant nothing but a simple apology, which I 
thought as much due to my own character as to 
his; yet, hy the construction he seems to have put 
upon it, should you not havo imagined it contain
ed the avowal of s ntimcnts which might, indeed, 
have provoked his contempt? 

The moment the letter was delivered to me, I 
retired to my own room to read it; and so eager 
was my first perusal, that-1 am ashamed to own, 
it gave me no sensation but of delight. Unaus
picioua of &of ir,opropriety from lord Onilla, 1 



peroeived not immediately tlw impertinenae it 
implied,-I only marked the expressions of his 
own regard, and I was so much surprised, that I 
was unable for some time to compose myaelr, or 
read it again :-I could only walk up and down 
the room, repeating to myself, Good God, ia it 
possible ?-am I then loved by lord Orville P 

But this dream was soon over, and I awoke to 
far different feelings. Upon a second reading I 
thought every word changed,- it did not aeem the 
same letter,-! could not find one sentence that 
I could look at without blush in!?: :-my astonish
ment was extreme, and it was succeeded by the 
utmost indignation. 

If, as I am yery ready to acknowledge, I erred 
in writing to lord Orville, was it for him to punieh 
the error ? If he was offended, could he not ha Ye 
been silent? lf he thought my letter ill-judged, 
ahould be not have pitied my ignorance-lJave con
aidered my youth, and allowed for my inexperi-
ence. 

Oh, Maria! how have I been deceived in thia 
man ! \V ords have no power to tell the high opi
nion I had of him ; to that was owing the unfor
tunate solicitude which promp~ed my writing ; a 
aolicitude I must for ever repent! 

Yet perhaps I have rather reason to rejoice 
than to grieve, since this affair has sbewn me his 
l'eal disposition, and removed that partiality which 
covering his every imperfection, left only his vir
tues and good qualities exposed to view. Had 
the deception continued much longer, had my 
mind reeeived any additional prejuclict iD bia ,,... 

~ 



wftlt, who knows whither my mistaken ideas ttligh' 
have led me? Indeed I fear I was in greater dan
ger than I apprehended, or can now think ofi 
without trembling ;-for, oh, if thts weak heart! 
of mine l1ad been penetrated with too deep &11 

impression of his merit,-my peace and happinelll 
had been lost for ever. 

I would fain encourage more cheerful thought 
fain drive from my mind the melancholy that hu 
taken possession of it; but I cannot succeed: fo 
added to the humiliating feelings which so power; 
fully oppress me, I have yet another cause of eon• 
cern :-alas, my dear Maria, I have broken the 
tranquillity of the best of men ! 

I have never had the courage to show him thilr 
cruel letter; I could not bea.r so greatly to de· 
preciate in his opinion one whom I bad with in• 
finite anxiety raised in it myself. Indeed, my fii'St 
determination was to confine my chagrin totally 
to my own bosom ; but your friendly inquiries 
have drawn it from me; and now I wish I had 
made no coneealment from the beginning, since I 
know not how to account for a gravity, which not 
all my endeavours can hide or repress. 

My grea( est apprehension is, lest he should im
agine that my residence in London has given me 
A di.ataste to the country, Every body I see takes 
Htloe of my being altered. and looking pale and 
kll. I should be very indifferent to all such ob• 
lit'vatiantl did I not perceive that they drew u~ 
lbe the e)u of Mr. Villara, which glistened wi&h 
alf'ectien&te ooncem. 

Tliit -lilol'Ui , id .... ing Of my Londoa 
_peditio.o, .be IIUJAUODM Jord. Onille. l ~ 



m'llth disturbed, that I sbo a instantly have 
changed the subject; brlt be would not allow me, 
a.nd, very unexpectedly, be began bU panegyric, 
extolling in strong terms his manly and honour• 
able behaviour in regard to the Maeylebone ad
venture. My cheeks glowed with indignation 
every word he spoke ;-so lately as I had myself 
fancied him the noblest of his sex, now that 1 was 
eo well convinced of my mistake, I could not bear 
to bear his undeserved praises uttered by one 10 
really good, so unsuspected, so pure of heart. 

Whnt he thought of my s1lence and uneasin~u 
I fear to know ; 'but I hope he will mention tbe 
subject no more. I will not, however, with un
grateful indolence, give way to a sadness which I 
hd infectious to him who merits the most cheer
tal exertion of my spirits. I am thankful that he 
laas forborne to probe my wound : and I will en
deavour to heal it by the consciousness that I 
lrt.ve not deserved the indignity I have received. 
Yet I cannot but lament to find myself in a 
world so deceitful, where we must suspect •hat 
we tee, distrust what we hea.r, and doubt e~'tl 
what I feel! 

Evelina. in eott.tit~.uation. 
Berry Hill, July 26. 

Mu Town myself somewhat distressed how to 
a'bwer your raillery ; yet believe me, my dear 
Xaria, your suggestions are those of fancy, not dl 
\With. I am unconscious of the weakneu yciR 

: Jet, to dispel 1our doubts, 1 will ~ 
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mate myself morG than eYer to conquer m1 •h~ 
grin, and to recover my spirits. 

You wonder, you say, since my heart takes n 
part in this affair, why it should make me so un 
happy. And can you, acquainted as you are wit~ 
the high opinion I entertained of lord Orville,""1'! 
can you wonder that so great a disappointment i 
his character should affect me~ Indeed, had 10 
strange a letter been sent to me from any body, 
it could not have failed shocking me: how moo
more sensibly then must I feel such an airront_ 
when received from the only man in the world 
had imagined least capable of giving it! 

You are glad I made no reply: assure yourself• 
my dear friend, had this letter been the most r~ 
spectful that could be written, the clandestine air 
given to it, hy his proposal of sending his servan~ 
for my answer, instead of having it directed to hit 
house, would have effectually prevented my writ-
ing. Indeed, I have an aversion the most sincere 
to all mysteries, all private actions; however fool
ishly and blameahle; in regard to this letter, I 
have deviated from the open path which lrom mJ 
earliest infancy, I was taught to tread. 

He talks of my having commenced a correspon
de!lce with him: and could lord Orville indeed 
believe I had such a design? believe me so fol'oo 
ward, so bold, so strangely ridiculous? I know 
not if his man called or not ; but 1 rejoice·that I; 
quitted London before he came, and without lea\' 
ing any message for him. What, indeed, could :t 
have said? it would have been a condescensita 
Ya'r1 unmerited to have takeo anJ the leu~ oo~ 
of noh a letter. 
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Nenr shall I cease to wonder how he could 
write it. Oh, Maria! what, what could induce 
him so causelessly to wound and affront one who 
would sooner have died than wilfully offended 
him ?-How mortify a freedom of style! bow cruel 
an implication conveyed by his thanks and ex
pressions of gratitude! Is it n~t astonishing that 
any man can appear so modest, who is 110 vain? 

Every hour I regret the secresy I have obsened 
with my beloYed :Mr. Yillars; I know not what 
bewitched me, but I felt at first a repugnance to 
publishing this affair that I could not surmount; 
-and now I am ashamed of confessing that I 
have any thing to confess ! Yet I deserve to be 
punished for the false delicacy which occasioned 

y silence, since, if lord Orville himself was con
entad to forfeit his character, was it for me, al
ost at the expense of my own to support it! 
Yet I believe I should be very easy, now the 

ret 11hock is over, and now that I see the whole 
air with the resentment it merits, did not all my 
od friends in the neighbourhood, who think me 

.ztremely altered, teaze me about my gravity, and 
lorment Mr. Villars with observation!! upon my 
dejection and falling away. The subject i11 no 

oner started than a deep gloom overspreads his 
:venerable countenance, and he looks at me wit'b 
a tenderneft so melancholy, that I know not how 
&o endure the consciousness of exciting it. 

Mra. Selwyn, a lady of large fortune, who lives 

~
ut three miles from Berry Hill, and who has 
ays honoured me with very distinguishing 
rb of regard, is going in a short time to Bris~ 
acl has propoaed to )(r. Vil!&r• to take with 
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her for the recovery of my health. l{e ~eJQeel 
ver7 much distressed whether to consent or re
fuse; but I, without any hesitation, warmly op
posed the scheme, protesting my health could n~ 
where be better than in this pure air. He b 
the goodness to thank me for this readiness to ataJ. 
with him; hut he is all goodness! 0 that it wei4! 
in my power to bA indeed what, in the kindne. 
of his heart, he has called me, the comfort of b.ll' 
age, and solace of his infirmities! 

Never do I wish to be again separated fro'-' 
him. If here I am grave, elsewhere I should be 
unhappy. In his presence, with a very littie ex
ertion, all the cheerfulness of my disposition see~ 
ready to return; the benevolence of his countel)
ance reanimates, the harmony of his temP.er cotq• 
poses, the purity of his character edifies me! I 
owe to him every thing! and far from finding my 
debt of gratitude a weight, the first pride, t'he 
&rst pleasure of my life, is the recollection of 
obligations conferred upon me by a goodness 
unequalled. 

Once, indeed, I thought there exis~ed another, 
-who, when time had wintered o'er his locks, 
would have shone forth among his fellow-crea-
tures with the same brightness of worth whic~ 
dignifiep. my honoured Mr. Villars• a brightnes 
now superior in value to that which wsults from 
mere quickness of parts, wit, or imagination ! a. 
brightness, which not contented with merely dif
fusing smiles, and gaining admiration from 
plfies of the spirits, reftects a real and a 
lustre upon all Jll&~kind ! Oh, bow great 



error ! bow ill did I 3ndge, bow CI'Oelly have I 
been deceived ! 

1 will not go to Bristol, tbQup MI'IL Selwyu is 
urgent with me; but I desire qot to see any 

re of the word! the few montba I bave already 
passed in it have sufficed to give mea4iasusteven 
to its name. 

I hope, too, I shall see Lord Orville ao more : 
accustomed, from my knowledge of him to reprd 
him as a being superior to his race, his p'l'e~Jftee, 
perhaps, might banish my r esentment, and: 1 might 
forget his ill conduct ; for oh, Maria !-I ehoal4 
not know how to see lord Orville-and to think 
of his displeasure ! 

Ae a sister I loved bim ;-1 could have intrust-
ed him 'with every thought of my heart, had he 
deigned to wish my confidence~ so steady did I 
t\}ink his honour, so feminine his delicacy, and so 
tmiable his nature! I have a thousand times Ima
gtned that the whole study of his life, and whole 
purport of his reflections, tended solely to the good 
aDd bappine88 of others ; but I will talk-write,
~nk of him no more ! 

.Adiell, my dearfriend !-

Evelin.a i"" Oontinua.tion-
Berry Hill. August U. 

You complain of my sUence, my dear Miss Mir
't4n ;-but what have I to Wl'ite i' Narrative does 
~()~ oifer, nor does a lively imagination supply the 
daftciency. I have, however, •t present sufficient 
matter for a letter, in relating a conve1'8ati0Zl I 
JJW with :Mr. Villan yesterday. 
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Otir breakfast had been the most cheerful we 
have had since my return hither: and wbea it was 
over, he did not, as usual, retire to his study, 
continued to converse with me while I wor 
We might, probably, have passed all the morning 
thus sociably, but for the entrance of a 
who came to solicit advice concerning some do
mestic affairs. They withdrew together into tho 
study. 

The moment I was alone my spirits failed me : 
the exertion with which I bad supported them 
bad fatigued my mind ; I flung away my work, 
and leaning my arms on the table, gave way to a 
train of disagreeable reflections, which, bursting 
from the restraint that had smothered them, filled 
me with unusual Padness. 

This was my situation, when, looking towards 
tbe door, which was open, I perceived Mr. Tillan, 
who was earnestly regarding me. Is farmer Smith 
gone, sir ?-cried I, hastily rising, and snatching 
up my work. 

Don't let me disturb you, said he gravely; I 
will go again to my study. 

Will you, &ir ?-I was in h~es you were coming 
to sit here. 

In hopes!-and why, Evelina, abouldyouhope 
it? 

This question was so unexpected, that I knew 
DOt bow to answer it; but as I saw he was mov
ing away, I followed, and begged him to retum. 
'!io, mt dear, no, said he, with forced smile, I only 
lntel'1'Upt your meditations • 

.Again I knew not what to say ; aod while I he
aitated, he retired, M1 heart wu with him, but 



I had not the courage to follow. The idea of an 
explanation, brought on in so serious a manner, 
frightened me. I recollected the inference you 
bad drawn from my uneasiness, and I feared that 
he might might make a similar interpretation. 

Solitary and thoughtful, I passed the rest of the 
morning in my own room. At dinner I again at
tempted to be cheerful ; but Mr. Villars himself 
was grave, and l had not sufficient spirits to sup
port a conversation merely by my own efforts. As 
soon as dinner was over, he took a book, and I 
walked to the window. I believe I remained near 
an hour in this situation. All my thoughts were 
directed to considering how 1 might dispel the 
doubts which I apprehend Mr. Villars had fol"'dled, 
without acknowledging& circumstance which I had 
sutl'ered so mueh pain merely to conceal. But 
while I was thus planning for the future, I for
got the present ; and so intent was I upon the 
aubject which occupied me, that the strange ap
pearance of my unusual inactivity and extreme 
tbou~htfulness never occurred to me. But when, 
at last, I recollected myself and turned round, I 
saw that Mr. Villars, who had parted with his 
book, was wholly engrossed in attending to me. I 
started from my reverie, and, hardly knowing what 
I said, asked if he had been reading. 

He paused for a moment, aad then replied, Yes 
my child ; a. book that both aftlicts and perplexes 

Jbe. 
He means me, thought I ; and therefore I made 

no answer. 
What if we read it together P continued he ; 

will you asaiat me to clear ita oblourity. 
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I knew not what to say; but I sighed lnvolun.; 
tarily from the bottom of my heart. He rose, and 
approaching me, said, with emotion, my child, I 
can po longer be a silent witness of thy sorrow; 
-is not thy sorrow my sorrow ?-and ougl\t I to 
be a stranger to the ca.use when I so deeply sym
pathise in the effect? 

Cause, sir! cried I, greatly alarmed, what CI\QSe? 
-I don't know,-I can't tell-1-

Fear not, said be kindly, to unbosom thyself 
to me, my dearest Evelioa; open to me thy whole 
beart,-it can have no feelings for which l will 
not make allowance. Tell me, therefore, what it 
is that thu11 afllicts us both ; and who knows but 
I may suggest some means for relief? 

You are too, too good, cried I, greatly embar
rassed: but indeed I know not what you mean. 

I see, said he, it is painful to you to speak ? 
suppose then, I endeavour to save you by gues
sing? 

Impossible ! impossible ! cried I eagerly; no 
one living could ever guess, ever suppose-I stop
ped abruptly ; for I then recollected I was ac
knowledging something was to be guesaed: how
ever he noticed not my mistake. 
A~ least let me try, answered be mildlf \ p,r. 

baps I may he a better diviner than you imagine : 
if I guess every thing that is probable, surely I 
111111 ~proach near the real reason. Be honest, 
th41i, Diy l?ve, and speak without reserve ; does 
nQt the ~ugtry, after so much gaiety, so mueh 
variety, 46i; it not appear insipid and tiresome ? 

No, i~d~! llov~ fl more than ever, aJi1l more 
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than ever do I wish I bad never, never quitted 

it! 0 my child! that I bad never permitted the 
journey! My jud~ement always opposed it, but 
my resolution was not proof against persuasion. 

I blush, indeed, cried I, to recoll6lct my ear
nestneRs; but l ha,·e been my own punisher? 

It is too late now; answered he, to reflect upon 
this su bjcct: let us endeavour to avoid dependance 
for the time to come, and we shall not have erred 
without reaping some instructions. Then, seating 
himself, and making me sit by him, he continued, 
I must now guess again : perhaps you regret the 
loss of thoRe friends you knew in town ?-perhaps 
you miss their society, and fear you may see them 
no more ?-Perhaps lord Orville---

1 could not keep my seat ;-but, rising hastily, 
said, Dear sir, ask me nothing more !-for I have 
nothing to own,-nothin~ to say;-my gravity 
has been merely accidental, and I can give no rea
son for it at all. Shall I fetch you another book? 
or will yo11 have this again ? 

For some minutes he was totally silent, and I 
pretended to employ myself in looking for a book. 
At last, "Nith a deep sigh, I see, said he, I see 
but too plainly, that though Evelina is returned-I 
have loat my child! 

No, sir, no, cried I, inexpressibly shocked; she 
is more yours than ever! 'Vithout you, the 
world would be a desert to her, and life a. burthen; 
-forgive her, then, an<l,-if you can,-conde
scend to be, once more, the confidant of all her 

thoughts. 
How highly I value, how greatly I wish for her 
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confidence, returned be, she cannot but know :
yet to extort, to tear it from her,-my justice, my 
affection, both revolt at the idea. I am sorry 
that I was so earnest with you ; leave me, my 
dear, leave me, and compose youraelt; we will 
meet again at tea. 

Do you then refuse to hear me ? • 
No, but I ahhor to compel you. I have long 

seen that your mind has been ill at ease, and mine 
has largely partaken of your concern: I forbore to 
question you : for I hop<1d that time and absence 
from whatever cause which excited your uneaai. 
ness, might best operate in silence: but, alas ! 
your affliction seems only to augment.-your 
health declines,-your look alters !-0 Evelina, 
my aged heart bleeds to see the change ;-bleeds 
to behold the darling it had cherished, the prop 
it had reared for its support, when bowed down 
by years and infirmities, sinkinA' itself under the 
pressure of internal grief !-struggling to hide 
what it should seek to participate !-But go, my 
dear, go to your own room ; we both want compo-
sure, and we will talk of this matter some other 
time. 

0 Sir, cried I, penetrated to the s'oui, bid me 
not leave you !-think me not so lost to feelinr~ 
to patitude-

Not a word of that, interrupted he: it paina. 
me 1CfU ahould think upon that subject; pains me 
you ehonJd ever remember that you have not a. 
natnftl, &b hereditary right to every thing within 
my power. I meant not to affect you thus,-I 
hoped to ha•e soothed you ; but my anxiety he
tra1ed me to an UJ'S8D01 that hu diatre.ed 1011. 



Comlort younelt, my love: and doubt not bot' 
that time will stand your friend, and all will end 
well. 

I burst into tears: with difficulty had I so long 
restrained them; for my heart, while it glowed 
with tenderness and gratitude, was oppreased with 
a sense of its own unworthiness. You are all, 
all goodness ! cried I, in a voice scarce audible: 
little as I deserve,-unable as I am to repay such 
kindness,-yet my whole soul feela,-thanks to 
you for it! 

My dearest child, cried he, I cannot bear to see 
thy tears ;-for my sake dry them, for such a sight 
is too much far me: think of that, Evelina, and 
take comfort, I charge thee. 

Say, then, cried I, kneeling at his feet, say 
then, that you forgive me! that you pardon my re
serve,-that you will again suffer me to tell you 
my most secret thoughts, and rely upon my pro
mise ne\·er more to forfeit your confidence !-My 
father! my protector !-my ever bonoured,--ever 
loved,-my best and only friend ! say you forgive 
your Evelina, and she will study better to deserve 
your goodness! 

He raised, he embraced me: he called me his 
sole joy, his only earthly hope, and the child of 
his bosom ! He folded me to his heart ; and, 
while 1 wept from the fu1ness of mine, with words 
of sweetest kindness and consolation he soothed 
and tranquillized me. 

Dear to my remembrance will ever be that mo
ment, when, banishing the rese"e I had so fool• 
iahl7 planned and so painfully supported, I was 
~red. 'o $ht CQntidellce of tho ~ Gf molll 
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When at length we were again quietly and com• 
posedly seated by each other, and Mr. Villars 
waited for the explanation I had begged him to 
bear, I found myself extremely embarrassed how 
to introduce the subject which must lead to it. 
He saw my distres~; and with a kind of beoevo
lent plea!!antry, asked me if I would let him gue11 
any more? l assented in silence. 

Shall I then go back to where I l~ft off? 
If-if you please ;-I believe so,-said I stam

mering. 
Well, then, my Jove, I tllink I was speaking of 

the regret it was natural yott should feel upon 
quitting those from whom you have received ci
vility and kindness, with so little certainty of ever 
seeing them &~£ain, or being ahle to rehtrn their 
good offices? These are circumstances that afford 
but melancholy reflections to young minds; and 
the affectionate disposition of my Evelina, open 
to all social feelings, must be hurt more than 
usual by such considerations.-You are silent, 
my dear : Shall I name those whom I think most 
worthy the regret I speak of? We shaH then 
see if our opinions concide. 

Still I said nothing, and he continued. 
ln your London journal, r.obody appears in a 

mon amiable, a more respectable light than lord 
Ortille ; and perhaps-

! koew what you would say, cried I hastily, 
and I have long feared where your suspicions 
would eu1; but, indeed, sir, you are mistaken ; I 
hate lord Ont.l~he is the last man in the 
world in whoae favou• I should be prejudiced. 

latop,l*l. mllr. Villara ~ ••• 



such infinite surprise, that my on warmth made 
me blush. 

You hate lord Orville! repeated he. 
I could make no answer, but took from my 

pocket book the letter, and giving it to him, See, 
air, said 1, how differently the aame mali tlan talk 
anCl write! 

He read it three times before he apoke; and 
then said, 1 am so much astonished, that llmew 
not what l read. When bad you this letterP 

1 told him. Again he read it, and, after cou
aidering its contents some time, said, 1 can fotm 
but one conjecture concerning this most extraoP. 
dinary performance; he must certainly have been 
intoxicated when he wrote it. 

Lord fi}rville intoxicated! repeated 1 : once 1 
thought him a stranger to all intemperance:-but 
it is very possible, for 1 ca.n believe any thing 
now. 

That a man who bad behaved with ao strict a 
regard to delicacy, continued Mr. Villan: and 
who, as far as this occasion allowed, manifested 
sentiments the most honourable, should thus in
solently, thus wantonly, insult a modest young 
woman, in his perfect senses, 1 cannot think pos
sible. But my dear, you should have enclosed 
this letter in an empty cover, and have returned 
it to him again; such a resentment would at once 
b&ve become your cbar&eter, and have given him 
an opportunity, in some measure, of clearing his 
own. He could not well have read this letter tbe 
11ext morning without being sensible of the im· 
propriety of ha"Ying written it. 

0-'. J4aria; Wh1 bad l DO' U&il ahoaabU 



336 :EVELINA, 

might then have received some apology: the mor· 
tification would then have been his, not mine. It 
is true, he could not have reinstated h1msclf so 
highly in my opinion as I had once ignorantly 
placed him, since the conviction of such intempe
rance would have levelled him with the rest of 
his imperfect race; yet my humble pride m1ght 
have been consoled by his acknowledgements. 

But why should I allow myself to be humbled 
by a man who can suffer his reason to be thus ab
jectly debased, when I am exalted by one who 
lmows no vice and scarcely a failing, but ~y hear
say? To think of his kindness, and reflect upon 
his praises, might animate and comfort me even 
in the midst of affliction. Your indignation, said 
he, is the resuit of virtue; you fancied lord Orville 
was without fault,-he had the appearance of 
infinite worthine~s, and you supposed his charac
ter accorded with his appearance; guileless your
self, how could you prepare against the duplicity 
of another? Your disappointment has but he en 
proportioned to your expectations, and you have 
chiefly owed its severity to the innocence which 
bid its approach. 

I will biu these words dwell ever in thy memo• 
ry, and they shall cheer, comfort, and enliven 
me!-This conver~a.tion, though extremely affec
ing to me at the time it passed, has relieved my 
mind from much anxiety. Concealment, my dear 
Ma.ria, is the foe of tranquillity: however, 1 may 
err in future, I will never be disingenuous in ac
lmowledging my ert·ors. To you and to .Mr. Vill· 
ars I vow an unremitting confidence • 

.And yet though 1 am. mw·e at ease, I ~m far 
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from we 11 : I haTe been some time writing this let
ter: but I hope I shall send fOU eoon a more 
cheerfu 1 u •• o. 

Adieu, my sweet friend. I entreat you not to 
acquaint even your dear mother with this affair; 
lord Orville is a favourite with her, and why 
should I publish that be deserTes not that honour. 

E'Velina in continuation. 
Bristol Hotwells, August 28. 

You will be again surprised, my dear Maria, at 
seeing whence I date my letter: but I have been 
very ill, and Mr. Villars was so much alarmed, 
that he not only insisted upon my accompanying 
Ml'l. Selwyn hither, but earnestly desired she 
would hasten her intended journey. 

We travelled very slowly, and I did not flnd 
myself so much fatigued' as I expected. We are 
situated upon a most delightful spot: the prospect 
is beautiful, the air pure, and the weather nry 
favourable to invalids. I am already better, and 
I doubt not but I shall soon be well: as well, in 
~gard to mere health, as I wish to be. 

I cannot expr<~ss the reluctance with which I 
parted from my reverend Mr. Villars; it was not 
like that parting which, last April, preceded my 
journey to Howard GroTe, when, all expectation 
and hope, though I wept, I rejoiced: and though 
I sincerely grieved to leave him, I yet wished to 

: the sorrow I felt was unmixed with an1 
sensation ; expectation was vanished, anct 

I bad none! .All that 1 held 11101' clear upe 
y 
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on earth I quitted; and that upon an errand, to· 
the success of which I was totally indifferent, the 
re-establishment of my health. Had it been to 
have seen my sweet 1\l:.tria, or her dear mother, I 
should not have repined. 

Mrs Selwyn is very kinu and attentive to me. 
She is extremely clever: her understandim;, inJ 
deed, may be C<ll!cd mascnlinc: but, unfot·tunatc
ly, her mannet·s deser\·c the same epithet; for, in 
stuLlying to ar<tuire the knowledge of the othet• 
sex, she has lo:>t a.ll tlw softnc~s of her own. 

ln rcg:.vd to myself, howevrr, as J have neithel"' 
courage nor inclination to argue with her, I have 
never been personally hurt at her w:mt of gentlc
nc~s; a virtue which, never hc)ess, seems so es
sential a part of the female character, that I find .. 
my::.elf more awkward, and less at ease, with a. 
woman who wants it, than I do with a man! She 
is not a favourite with l\h· Yillars, who has often 
been disgusted at her unmerciful propensity to 
satire; but his anxiety that I should try the c!Tect 
of the Bristol waters, overcame his dislike of com
mit tin~ me to her care. l\Irs. Clinton is also here· 
so that I shall be as well attended as his utmost 
parti:l.lity could desire. 

I will continue to write to you, my dear miss· 
l\Iin•an, with as much <'Onstancy as if I had no 
other correspondence; though dm·ing my ab
sence from Berry Hill, my letters may, perhaps, 
be shortened on account of tlte minuteness of the 
journal which I must write to my beloved ::\lr. 
Villars; but you who know his expectations, and 
how Jnany ties bind me to fulfil them, will, I am.. 
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JIU~ rather exoaae any omtalon to youraelf tbau 
any negligence to him. 

Evelina to the Rev. Mr. Villars. 
Bristol Hotwelle, Sep, 12 

'l.'HK first fortnight that passed here wu so quiet't 
so serene, that it gave me reason to expect a set
tled calm during my stay; but if I may now judge 
of the time to come, by the present state of my 
mind, the calm will be succeeded by a storm, of 
which I dread the violence ! 

This morning, in my way to the pump room 
with Mu. Sel wyn, we were both very much incom
moded by three gentlemen, who were sauntering 
by the side of the Avon, laughing and talking very 
loud, and lounging so disagreeably, that we knew 
not how to pass them. They all three fixed their 
eyes very boldly upon me, alternately look
ing under my hat, and whispering one another. 
Mrs. Selwyn assumed an air of uncommon stern
nese, and said, You will please, gentlemen, either 
to proceed yourseh'es, or to suffer us. 

Oh! ma.'am, cried one of them, we will saft'er 
you with the greatest pleasure in life. 

You will suffer us both, answered she, or I am 
much mistaken ; you had better, therefore, make 
•ay quietly; for I should be sorry to giTe my 
servant the trouble of teaching you better man
ners. 

Her commanding air struck them, yet they 11U 
obese to laugh ; and one of them wished the fe1• 
low woulcl begin his lesson, that he might have the 
pleaaa"' of r9lliJlg him into the AvoP; while AllV~ 
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ther advancing to me with a freedom which made 
me start, said, By my soul I did not know you !
but I am sure I cannot be mistaken ;-had not I 
the honour of seeing you once at the Pantheon? 

I then recollected the nobleman, who, at that 
place had so much embarrassed me. I courtesicd 
without speaking. They all bowed, and making 
though in a very easy manner, an apology to :Mrs. 
Selwyn, they suffered us to pas:! on, but chose to 
accompany us 

His lordship immediately commenced a number 
of questions as to my leaving London, and resi· 
dence in Clifton until we arrived at the pump• 
room, whed an end was put to our conversation, 
if it is not an abuse of words to give such a term 
to a string of rude questions and free compliments. 

11 e had not an opportunity to say much to me, 
as 1\Irs. Selwyn joined a large party, and I walked 
hotoe between two ladies. He had, however, the 
curiosity to see us to the door. 

:Mrs. Sel wyn was very eager to know how 1 bad 
made acquaintance with this nobleman, whose 
manner so evidently announced the character of a 
confirmed libertine. I could give her very little 
satisfaction, as I was ignorant even of his name ; 
out, in the afternoon. Mr. Ridgeway, the apothe· 
cary, gave us every information. 

As his person was easily described, for he i~ re· 
markably tall, l\ir. ltidgeway told us he was lord 
Merton, a nobleman who is but lately come to his 
title, ~hough he has already dissipated more tlu:m 
lullf Ius fortune ; a profes ed admirer of beauty, 
but a man of most licentious character: that a
JllOng men, his companions consisted chiefly of 
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gamblen andjookeys; and aJQong women he wa1 
rarely admitted. 

Well, miss Anville, said Mra. Selwyn, I am glad 
I was not more civil to him. You may depend 
upon me for keeping him at a distance. 

0, madam, said Mr. Ridgeway, be may now be 
admitted any where, for he is going to riform. 

HtLs he, under that notion, persuade.d &nJ fool 
to marry him ? 

Not yet, madam, but a marriage is expeote<l to 
take place shortly: it has been some time io ~
tation ; but the friends of the lady have oblipd 
her to wait till she is of age : however her brother~ 
who has chiefly opposed the match, now that she 
is near being at her own disposal, is tolerably quiet. 
She is very pretty, and_pill have a large fortune. 
We expect her at the Wells every day. 

What is her name? said Mrs. Selwyn. 
Larpent, answered he: Lady Louisa Larpent, 

pter of lord Orville. 
Lord Orville ! repeated I, all amazement. 
Yes, ma'am; his lordship is coming with her. 

I have had certain information. They are to be at 
~he honourable :Mrs. Beaumont's. She is a rela
tion of my lord's, and has a very ftne house upon 
Clifton Hill. 

Bia lordsh1'p i& coming 'UJith Aer /-Good God, 
what an emotion did these words give me ! How 
atraDge, my dear sir, that just at this time, be 
ahould Yisit Bristol ! It will be impossible for 
me to avoid seeing him, as Mrs. Sehvyns is very 
well acquainted with Mra. Beaumont. Indeed I 
hue bad an escape in not being under the same 
~ot with him, for Mrs. Beaumo~t invikM! us to 
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her house immediately upon our arrival ; but the 
inconvenience of being so distant from the pump
room made Mrs. Selwyn decline her civility. 

0 that the first meeting was over !-or that I 
could quit Bristol without seeing him !-inexpres
sibly do I dread an interview! Should the same 
impertinent freedom l)e expressed by his looks, 
which dictated his eruelletter, I shall not know 
how to endure either him or myself. Had I but 
returned it, I should be easier, because my senti· 
ments of it would then be known to him ; but 
now, he can only gather them from my behaviour; 
and I tremble lest he should misconstrue my ro· 
serve into embarr:..ssment !-for how, my dearest 
sir, how shall I be able totally to divest myself of 
the respect with which I ~ave been used to think 
of him ?-the pleasure with which I havo been 
used to see him ? 

Surely he, as well as I, must recollect the letter 
at the moment of our meeting; and he will prD'P 
bably, mean to gather my thoughts from my 
looks ;-0 that I could but convey to him my 
real detestation of impertinence and vanity! then 
would he see how much he had mistakenmy dispo· 
sition when he imagined them my due. 

There was a time when the very idea of such a 
man as lord l\Ierton should ever be connected with 
lord Orville would have both sm·priserl and shock· 
ed me ; and even yet I am pleased to hear of his 
repugnance to the marriage. 

But how strange, that a man of so abandoned a 
character should be the choice of a sister of lord 
Orville! and how strange, that, almost at tho mo· 
ment of the union, he should bo so importunate 



in gallantry to another wom&D ! What a worlll ia 
this we live in ! bow corrupt! bow degenerate ! 
well might I he contented to see no more of it! 
If I find that the eyes of lord O"ille agree with 
his pen,-1 shall then think. that of all mankind, 
the only virtuous individual resides at Berry Hill. 

Rvelina in -Gontin1tation. 
Bristol Hotwells, Sept, 16. 

0, SIR, lord Onille is still himself !-still what, 
from the moment I. beheld, I believed him to be--
all that is amiable in man ~ and yvur happy 
Evelina, restored at once to spirits and tranquiltity 
is no longer sunk in her own opinion, nor discon
tented with the world ;-no longer, with dejected 
eyes, sees the prospect of pa!'sing her future days 
in sadness, doubt, and suspicion !-with revived 
eourage she now looks forwarr1, and expects to 
meet with goodness, even among ma-;Jkind !
though still she feels as strongly as ever the folly 
of hoping, in any second instance, to meet with 
perfection 

Your conjecture was certainly right:-lord Or-
•ille, when he wrote that letter, could not be in 
his senses. 0 that intemperance should have 
power to degrade so low, a man so noble! 

This morning I accompanied Mrt1. Selwyn to 
CUfton Hill, where, beautifully situated, is the 
house of )frs. Beaumont. Most uncomfortable 
were my feelings during our walk, which was very 
alow; for the agitation of my mind made me more 
&hall usually sensible how weak I still continue. 
"' ., entered the house, I summoned all my re-
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-solution to my aid, determined rather to die than 
give lord Orville reason to attribute my weakness 
to a wrong cause. l was happily relieved from 
my perturbation, when I sav.· Mrs. Beaumont was 
alone. We sat with her for, I believe, an hour 
without interruption: and then we saw a phaeton 
drive up to the gate, and a lady and gentleman 
alight from it. 

They entered the parlour with the ease of peo
ple who were at home. The gentleman, I soon 
saw,"was lord Merton: he came shuffling into the 
room with his boots on, and his whip in his hand; 
and having made something lil'e a vow to Mrs. 
Beaumont, he turned towards me. His surpri'!e 
was very evident; but he took no manner of no
tice or me. He waited, I believe, to discover, first, 
what chance had brought me to that house, whero 
he did not look much rejoiced at meeting me. 
He seated himself very quietly at the window, 
without speaking to any body. 

Meantime the lady, who seemed very young, 
hobbling rather than walking ivto the room, made 
a passing curtsey to Mrs. Beaumont, saying, How 
are you, ma.'am? and then, without noticing any 
body else, with an air of langour, she flung herself 
upon a sofa, protesting, in a mo~t affected voice, 
and speaking so softly she could hardly be heard, 
that ~he was fatigued to death. Really, ma'am, 
the roads are so monstrous dusty,-yon can't 
imagine how troublesome the dust is to one's 
eyes !-I dare say I shall be so tanned, I shan't be 
fit to be seen this age. Indeed, my lord, I won't 
go out with you any more, for you don't care 
where you take one. 



Upon my bonour,saicllerd lle*q, I ~)'Qq 
the pleasantest ride in England; the fault waa in 
the sun, not me. 

Your lordship is in the right, laid Mrs. Selwyn. 
to transfer the fault to the sun, becaoae he has so 
JD&ny excellencies to counterbala.noe partial incon
veniences, but a little blame will not injure that 
in our estimation. 

Lord Merton looked by no meau delighted at 
this attack; which, I believe, she would11ot ao 
readily have made, but to revenge hia negleet of 
us. 

Did you meet your brother, lady Louila? aaid 
:Mrs. Beaumont. 

No, ma'am. Is he rode out this morning? 
I then found, what I had before suspected, that 

lbis lady was lord Orville's sister: bow strange, 
lha~ such near relations should be so indifferent to 
each other! There is, indeed, some resemblance 
in their features ; but, in their manners, not the 
least. 

Yea, answered Mrs. Beaumont, and I believe 
he wished to see you. 

My lord drove so monstrous fast, Mid lady 
Louisa, that perhaps we passed him. He fright
ened me out of my senses ; I declare my bead is 
quite giddy. Do you know, ma'am, we have done 
nothing but quarrel all this morning!-You can't 
think bow I've scolded; have not I, my lord? and 
she smiled expressively at lord Merton. 

You have been, as you always are, said he, 
twisting his whip with his fin~ers, all sweetness. 

0 fie, my lord, cried she, I knOfl ,ou dM't 
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think so: I know you think me very ill natured, 
don't you my lord 

No, upon my honour ;-how can your Iadyship 
ask such a question? Pray how goes time? my 
watch stands. 

It is almost three, answered Mrs. Beaumont. 
Lord, ma'a.m, you frighten me ! cried lady Lou

isa; and then, turning to lord Merton, why, now, 
you wicked creature you, did you not tell me it 
was but one? 

1\Irs. Selwyn then rose to take leave: but Mrs. 
Deaumont asked if she would look at the shrubbe
ry. I should like it much, answered she, but that 
I fear to fatigue Miss Am-ille. 

Lady Louisa, then raising her l1ead from her 
hand, on which it had leaned. turned round to 
look at me ; and having satisfied her curiosity; 
without any regard to the confusion it gave me, 
turned about, and, again leaning on her hand, 
took no further notice of me. 

I declared myself very able to walk, and begged 
that I might accompany them. What say you, 
lady Louisa, cried Mrs. Beaumopt, to stroll in the 
garden? 

Me, ma'am !-1 declare I can't stir a step; the 
heat is so excessive, it would kill me. I'm half 
dead with it already: besides, I shall have no time 
to dress. Will any body be here to day, ma'am? 

Believe not, unless lord Merton will favour ua 
with his -eompany. 

With great pleasure, madam. 
Well, I declare, you don't deserve to be asked, 

cried lady Loaisa, you wicked creature you,-1 
aut te111ou one thing, ma'am,-you can'$ tbiDt 



how abominable be was! do you know we met :Mr. 
Lovel in his new phaeton, and my lord was so cruel 
as to drive against it?-We really ftew. I declare 
I could not breathe. Upon my word, my lord, I'll 
never trust myself with you again,-1 won't in~ 
deed. 

We then went into the garden, leaTing them 
to discuss the point at their leisure. 

Do you remember a pretty but aft'ected young 
lady l mentioned to haYe seen in lord Orville's 
party, at the Pantheon? How little did I then 
imagine her to be his sister ! yet lady Louil'.a. Lar
pent is the very person. I can now account for 
the piqued manner of her speaking to lord Mer
ton that evening, and I can now account for the 
air of displeasure with which lord Orville marked 
the andue attention of his future brother-in-law 

to me. 
We had not walked long, ere, at a distance, 1 

perceived lord Onille, who seemed just dismount• 
ed from his horse, enter the garden. All my per· 
turbation returned at the sight of him !-yet I 
endeavoured to repress every feeling but resent· 
ment. As he approached us, he bowed to the 
whole party; but I turned away my bead to avoid 
taking any share in his civility. Addresaing him
self immediately to Mrs. Beaumont, he was be· 
ginning to inquire after his sister: but, upon 
seeing my faee, he suddenly exclaimed. mil!S An· 
ville !-and then he advanced, and made his com-
pliments to me,-not with an air of vanity or im
pertinence, nor ;'et with a loek of consciousness 
of abame ;-but with a countenance open, mant,-, 
au.d oharmillg ! with a amile that indicated plea· 
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sure, and eyes that sparkled with delight !-on 
my side was all that consciousness; for him, 1 
really believe, the letter was, at that moment, en
tirely forgotten. 

With what politeness did he address me! with 
what sweetness did he look at me ; the very tone 
of his voice seemed flattering I he congratula,ed 
himself upon his good fortune in meeting with 
me ;-hoped I should spend some time in Briat.ol; 
and inquired, even with anxiety inquired, if mJ 
health was the cause of my joume,y ; in which 
case his satisfaction woulli be converted into ap• 
prehension. 

Yet, struck as I was with his manner, and 
charmed to find him such as he was wont to be, 
imagine not, my dear sir, that I forgot the re
sentment I owe him, or the cause he has given 
me of displeasure ; no, my behaviour was such as, 
I hope, bad you seen, you would not have disap
proved: I was grave and distant; I scarce looked 
at hiQI when be spoke, or aAswered him when be 
was silent. 

As he must certainly observe this alteration in 
my conduct, I think it could not fail making him 
both recollect and repent the provocation ; he 
was so wholly lost to reason as now to be ignol'IUlt 
he had ever offended me. 

The moment that, without absolute rudene11, I 
'WU able, I tumed entirely from him, and uked 
MA. Selwyn if we should not be too late? How 
lora Onille looked I know not, for I avoided 
qeetin,1 hia eJea • ut he did not speak another 
Y0.-4 aa Wt p~~ed to the prden ga~p m• 

I . .. D\J ~J't.li~ ~listHl bUD, fQr 
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he did not seem to ex~et IJiul.o much spirit. 
And, to own the troth, convinced u I was of the 
propriety, nay necessity, of showing my displea
mre, yet I almost hated myself for receiYing his 
politeness so ungraciously. 

When we were taking leave, my eyu acctden• 
tally meeting his, I could not hut observe that his 
gravity unequalled my own ; for it had entlrelJ 
taken place of the smiles and good h111llftl' with 
which he had met us. 

I am afraid this young lady, said Mrs. Beaumoat, 
is too weak for another long walk till she isagaia 
rested. 

If the ladies will trust to my driving, said lord 
Orville, and are not afraid of a phmton, mine shall 
be ready in a moment. 

You are very good, my lord, said :Mrs. Selwyn, 
but my will is yet unsigned, and I don't choose to 
venture in a phaeton with a young man while that 
i1 the case. 

0, cried Mrs. Beaumont, you need not to be 
afraid of my lord Orville, for be is remarkably care-
ful. 

Well, miss Anville, answered she, what aay 
you? · 

Indeed, cried I, I had much rather walk.-But 
then, looking at lord Orville, I perceived in his 
face a. surprise so serious at my abrupt refusal, that 
I eould not forbear adding, for I should be sorq 
to occasiotl so much trouble. 

Lord Or,·ille, brightening at these words, came 
ibrward, and pressed his offer in a manner not to 
be denied ; so the phaeton was ordered ! And 

deed, m1 dear sir,-1 know not bow it wu ;-
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but, from that moment, my coldness and reserve fr< 
insensibly wore away ! You must not be angry, al< 
-it was my intention, nay, my endeavour, to sup- fri 
port them with firmness; but when I formed the 
plan, I thought only of the letter,-not of lord 
Orville !-and how is it possible for resentment to 
subsist without provocation? yet, belieYe me, my 
dearest sir, had he sustained the part he began to 
act whe1. he wrote that ever-to-be-regretted letter, 
your E>elina would not have forfeited her title to 
your esteem, by contentedly submitting to be treat• 
ed with indignity. 

\Ye continued in the garden till the phaeton '"as • 
ready. "When we parted from Mrs. Beaumont, 
she repeated her invitation to Mr. Selwyn to ac
cept an apartment in her house; but the reason 
I have already mentioned made it be again de
clined. 

Lord Orville drove so very slow, and cautiously~ 
that, notwithstanding the height of the phaeton, 
fear would have been ridiculous. I supported no 
part in the conversation; but :Mrs. Selwyn ex
tremely well supplied the place of two. Lord 
Ot·ville himself did not speak much; but the ex
cellent sense and refinetl good-breeding whit:!h ac
company every wot·d he utters give value and 
wei~ht to t.·batm·er he says. 

I suppose, my lord, said 1\lrs. Selwyn, when we 
stopped at our lodgings, you would have been ex
tremely confused had we met any geuttemen who 
have the honour of knowing you? 

1f I had, answered, he, gallantly, it would have 
been from mere compassion at their envy. 

No, In3 lord, answered she, it woul~J..ll~vo PCCJl 



from mere abame, that, in an age 10 daring, you 
alone should be such a coward aa to forbear to 
frikhten women. 

0, cried he, laughing, when a man is in a fright 
for himaelf, the ladies cannot but be in security ; 
for you have not bad half the apprehension for 
the safety of your persons that I have for that of 
my heart. He then alighted, handed 'Q.8 out, took 
leave, and, again mounting the phaeton, was out 
of sight in a minute. 

Certainly, said .i\lrs. Selwyn, when he basgQDe, 
thm·e must have been some mistake in the birth of 
that young man ; he was UIHloubtedly designed 

1 

for the last age ; for he is really polite. 
And now, my dear sir, do not you think, accord• 

ing to the present system of affairs, I may give up 
my resentment, without imprudence or impro
priety? I hope you will not blame me. Indeed, 
had you, like me, seen his respectful behaviour, 
you would have been convinced of the impracti
cability of supporting any further indignation. 

Evelina in continuation. 
Bristol Hotwells, Sept. 12. 

Yx:o.TERDAY morning Mrs. Selwyn received a card 
'from l\1rs. I3eaumont, to ask her to dine with her 
&o day, and another, to the same purpose, came 
to me. 'l'he invitation was accepted, and we are 
but just arrived from Clifton Hill. 

We found Mrs. Beaumont alone in the parlour. 
J: will write you the character of that lady, in the 
word of our satirical friend Mrs. Selwyn. She is 
~ ab~Qlq~e CQurl C"lendat bigot; for, chancing 
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herself to be born of a noble and ancient family, 
she thinks proper to be of opinion, birth and virtue 
are one and the same thing. She has some good 
quahties; but they rather originated from pride 
than principle, as she piques herself upon being 
too high born to be capable of an unworthy action, 
and thinks it incumbent upon her to support the 
dignity of her ancestry. Fortunately for the world 
in general, she has taken it into her head that 
condescension is the most distinguished virtut: of 
high life ; so that the same pride of family which 
renders others imperiou.s, is with her the motive 
of affability. But her civility is too formal to be 
comfortable, and too mechanical to be flattering. 
That sbe does me the honour of so much notice 
is merely owing to an accident, which, I am flure, 
is very painful to her remembrance; for it so hap
pened, that I once did her some service, in regard 
to an apartment at Southampton; and I have 
since been informed, that, at the time she accepted 
my assistance, she thought I was a. woman of quali• 
ty: and I make no doubt but she was miserable 
when she discovered me to be a mere country gen
tlewoman: however bar nice notions of decorum 
have made her load me with favours ever since. 
But I am not much fta.ttered by her civilities, as 
I am convinced l owe them neither to attachment 
nor gratitude; but solely to a. desire of cancelling 
an obligation, which she cannot brook being under 
to one whose name is nowhere to be found in the 
Court Calendar. 

You well know, my <lear sir, the delight this 
lady takes in giving to her satirical humour • 

. Mrs. Deaumont received us very graciously, 



though sbe somewhat distreued me by the ques
tions she asked concerning my family ; such as, 
Whether I was related to the Anvilles in the 
North?-Whether some of my name did not live 
in Lincolnshire? and many other inquiries, which 
much embarras;;ed me. 

The next conversation turned upon the intend
ed marriage in her family. She treated the sub
ject with rcserYc, l.Jnt it was C\'ident she disapprov· 
ed lady Louisa·s choic~. She spoke in terms of 
the highest esteem of lord On·ille, calling him. in 
Marmontel's words, Un j eune lwm,;ze comme il y 
en apen. 

I did not think this conversation very agreeable 
interrupted by the entrance of llr. Lovel. In
deed I am heartily sorry l1e is now at the Bot
wells. He made his compliments with the most 
obsequious respect to :i\trs. Bcaumont, but took 
no notice of any other person. 

In a few minutes Lady Loui~a Larpent made her 
appearance. The same manners prev&iled: for, 
courtseying, with, I hope you are well, ma'am, to 
Mrs. Bcaumont, she passed straightforw~.rd to her 
seat on the sofa; where leaning her bead on her 
hand, she cast her languishing eyes round the 
room, with a vacant stare, as if determined, though 
she looked, not to see who was in it. 

1\ir. Lovel presently approached l1cr, with re-
verence the. most profound, hoping her lad~ ship 
was not indisposed. 

Mr. Lovel ! cried she, raising her head, I de-
clare I did not see you : have you been here long P 

By RlY wateh, madam, said he, .only five mi· 
z 
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nutes,-but by your Iadyship's absence as many 
hours. 

Oh I now I think of it, cried she, I am very an
gry with you ;-so go along, do; for I sh'a.'n't 
speak to you all day, • 

Heaven forbid your la'sbip's displeasure should 
last so long! in such cruel circumstances, a day 
would seem an age. But in what have I been so 
unfortunate as to offend? 

Oh, you half killed me the other morning with 
terror! I have not yet recovered from my fright. 
How could you be so cruel as to dri\•e your phae
ton against my lord l\1erton 's ? 

'Pon honour, ma'am, your la'sbip does me 
wrong ;-it was all owing to the horse!,-there 
was no curbing them. I protest I suffered more 
than your ladysbip, from the terror of alarming 
you. 

Just then entered Lord 1\Ierto!l: stalking up to 
1\lrs. Beaumont, to whom alone he bowed, he 
hoped l1e had not made her wait; and then ad
vancing to Lady Louisa, said, in a careless man
ner, How is your Iadyship this morning? 

Not well at all, answered she; J have been dy
ing with the head ache ever since I got up. 

Indeed, cried he, with a countenance wholly 
unmoved, I am very unhappy to hear it. But 
shoul(l not your Iadyship have some advice? 

I am quite sick of advice, answered !'ho: 1\Ir. 
Ridgoway has hut JUSt left me,-but he has done 
me no good, , ?obody here knows what is the 
matter with me, yet they all see how very indif
ferent I am. 
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Your Iadyship's constitution, said Mr. Lovel1 

is infinitely delicate. 
Indeed it is, cried she, in 11- low voice, I am 

nerve all over! 
I am glad, however, said lord Merton, that you 

did not take the air this morning, for Coverley 
has been drivmg against me as if be was mad; be 
has got two of the finest spirited horsea that I 
ever saw. 

Pray, my lord, cried she, why did you not 
bring l\Ir. C'lverley with you? he's a droll crea
ture, I like him monstrously. 

Why he promised to he here as soon as me. I 
suppose he'll ~ome before dinner is over. 

ln the midst of this trifling conversation lorcl 
Orville made his appearance. 0 how different 
was his address! how mu~h superior did he look 
and move to all about him ! Having paid his re
spects to Mrs. Beaumont, and then to l\Irs. Sel
wyn, he came up to me and said, I hope Miss 
AD\·ille has not suffered from the fatigue of Mon
day morning ? Then, turning t.o Lady Louiea, 
who seemed rather surprised at his speaking to 
me, he added, Give me leave, sister, to introduce 
miss Am·illc to you. 

Lady Louisa, half raising, said, very coldly, that 
she should be very glad of the honour of knowing 
me ; and then abruptly turning to lord l\lerton 
and .Mr. Love!, continued, in a half whisper, her 
conversation. 

For my part, I had risen and courtsied, and 
now feeling very foolish, I seated myself again ; 
first I blushed at the unexpected goliteness of 
lprd Oaville, anli immediately afterwards at the 
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contemptuous failure of it in his sister. How can 
that young lady see her brother so universally ad· 
mired for his manners and deportment, and yet 
be so unamiably opposite to him in hers! but 
while his mind, enlarged and noble, rises superior 
to the little prejudices of rank ; hers, feeble and 
unsteady, sinks beneath their influence. 

Lord Orville, I am sure, was hurt and displeas· 
ed, he bit his lips, and, turning from her, address
ed himself wholly to me, till we were summoned 
to dinner. Do you think I was not grateful for 
his attention? yes, indeed, ar;d evet·y angry idea 
I had entertained was totally obliterated. 

As we were seating oursel\'es at the table, Mr. 
0overley came into the room~ he made a thou
s:mcl apologies in a breath for being so late, but 
said he had been retarded hy a little accident, for 
that he had overturnPd his phaeton, and broke it 
all to piece~. Lady Louis:t screa!l~ed at this in
telligence, and. looking at Lord ~!erton, declarell 
she would never go into a. phaeton again. 

Oh, cried he, neYer mind. Jack Coverley; for he 
does not know ho\v to drive. 

My lo~<l. cries Mt•. Coverley, I'll drive against 
you for a thousand pounds. 

Done! returned the other: name your day, and 
we'll each chooso a jurlge. 

The Rooner the better, cried Mr. Coverley, to
morrow, if the carriage can be repaired. 

These entcrpris.s, said Mrs. Selwyn, are ycry 
proper for men of rank, since 'tis a million to one 
but both parties will be incapacitated for any 
better employment. 

For Heaven's sake, cried Lady Louisa, changing 
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colour, don't talk so shockingly! Pray, my 
pray, Mr. Coverley, don't alarm me in this 
ner. 

Compose yourself, lady Louisa, said Mrs. 
mont, tbe gentlemen will think better of 
scheme; they are neither of them in earnest. 

The very mention of such a. scheme, said lady 
Lo11isa, taking out her salts, makes me tremble 
all over! Indeed, my lord, you have frightened 
me to death! I sha'n't eat a morsel of dinner. 

Permit me, said lord Orville, to propose some 
other suhject for the present, r.nd we will discuss 
this matter another time. 

Pray, brother, excuse me ; my lord must give 
me his word to drop the project,-for I declare it 
has made me sick as death. 

To compromise the matter, said lord Orville, 
suppose if both parties are willing to give up the 
bet, that to make the ladies easy, wa change its 
object to something less dangerous? 

This proposal was so strongly seconded by all 
the party, that both lord Merton and Mr. Cover
ley were obliged to comply with it ; and it was 
then agreed that the affair should be finally set· 
tied the next morning. 

When dinner was over, Mra. Beaumont recom· 
mended the gentlemen to the care of lord Orville, 
and then attended the ladies to the drawing-room. 

The conversation,_ till tea-time, was extremely 
insipid: Mr~. Selwyn reserved herself for the gen• 
tlemen, Mrs. Beaumont was grave, and lady 
Louisa languid. 

Bat at tea, every body revived ; we were joined 
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'Jy the gentlemen, and gaiety took the place of 
dulness. 

Since I, as Mr. Lovel says, am nobody, I seated 
myself quietly at a window, and not very neat· to 
any body: lord Merton, l\Ir. Coverley, and :Mr. 
Love!, severally passec! me without notice, and 
surrounded the chair of lady Louisa Larpent. I 
must own I was rather piqued at the behaviour of 
:Mr. Love!, as he had formerly known me. It is 
true I most sincerely despise lus foppery ; yet I 
should be grieved to meet with contempt from 
any body. But I was hy no means sorry to find 
that lord 1\ferton was determined not to know me 
before lady Louisa., as his neglect relieved me 
from much embarrassment. As to Mr. Coverley, 
his attention or disregard was equally indifl'erPnt 
to me. Yet, altogether, I feel extremely uncom
fortable in finding myself considered in a light 
very inferior to the rest of the company. 

But when lord Orville appeared, the scene 
changed ; be came up stairs last; and, seeing me 
sit alone, not only spoke to me directly, but drew 
a. chair next mine, and honoured me with his 
entire attention. 

He inquired very particularly after my health, 
and hoped I had already found benefit from the 
Bristol air. How little did I imagine, added hP.., 
when I had last the pleasure of seeing you in 
town, that ill health would in !'lO short a time haYe 
brought you hither! I arn ashamed of mvself at 
the sati_ faction I feel at seeing :you,-yet, h'ow can 
I help 1t? 

He then inquired .after the l\lirvan family, and 
spoke of Mrs. llirvan in terms of most just praise. 



She H gentle and atniable, .Ud be, a true 
character. 

Yes, indeed, answered I : atfd her sweet daugh· 
ter, to say every thing of her at onoe, is just the 
daughter such a mother deserves. 

I am glad of it, said he, for both their sakes as 
such near relations must always reflect credit or 
disgrace on each other. 

After this he began to speak of the beauties of 
Clifton ; but in a few moments he was interrupted 
by one of the company wishing to epeak to htm. 

The conversation now hecame general! bnt I 
did not give it sufficient attention to Wl'ite an7 
account of it. Not long after, lord Orville re
sumed hiP seat near mine, and eRtered into a con• 
Yenation which he supported with me till Mrs. 
Selwyn's carriage was announced; and we r&

tumed home. 
During our ride, Mrs. Selwyn very much sur

prised me, by asking, if I thought my health would 
now permit me to giTe up my morning walks to 
the pump-room, for the purpose of spending a 
week at Clifton ? for this poor Mrs Beaumont, 
added she, is so eager to have a discharge in full 
of her debt to me, that, out of mere compauion, 
I am induced to listen to her. Beaides; she has 
always a house full of people ; and, though they 
are chiefly fools and coxcombs, yet there is some 
pleasure in cutting them up. 

I begged I might not, by any means prennt her 
following her inclination, as my health was now 
very well established. And hO, my dear sir to. 
mo!'l"OW we are to be actually the guests of lln. 
;Beaumont. 
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I am not much delighted at this scheme; for 
greatly as I am flattered by the attention of lord 
On,ille, it iH not very c•omf'urtable to be ne~lectcd 
by cve1·y bouy else. B!lsidc!l, as I am Hure I owe 
the particularity of l1is cinlity to a genet·ous feel
ing fo1· my Fitlntion, I cannot expect him to sup· 
port it as !ollg as a week. 

How often do 1 wish, since T am absent f1·om 
you that I wns under the protection of Mrs. l\lir· 
van. 1t is true :i\It·s. Selwyn is very obliging, and, 
in every rc~pcct, treats me as an equal; but ~he 
is eontentcd with Lclmving well herself, and 1loes 
not, with ~~ di:;tinguislJing politeness, raise ancl 
suppot·t me with c•thers. Yet I mean not to 
blame her, for I lwow she is sincerely my f1·iend ; 
but the fact is, she is herself so mt,ch occupied in 
conver3ation, when in comp:.my, that she has nei
ther leisure nor thought to attend to the silent. 

"\Veil, I must talw my cl•ance! But I knew 
not, till now, how, requisite are birth and fortune 
to the attainment of respect and civility. 

Eteli.na in continuation. 
Clifto;1, Sept. ~0. 

IlERE I am, my ucar sir, under the same roof, and 
inmate of the same house, as lord Onille! In· 
deed, if thi:; were not the case, mv situation woulJ. 
Le very di-agrceable, as you wiil ea~ily believe, 
when I tell you the light in which I am generally 
considerrrl. 

"\Y c wore received hy ::\Irs. neaumont with great 
~Lvility, and by lortl Orville with something more. 
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As to lady Louisa, abe scarcely perceived that we 
were in the room. 

There has been company here all day, part ot 
which I have spent most happily: for after tea, 
when the ladies played at cards, lord Orville, who 
does not, and I, who cannot play, were conse• 
quently at our own disposal ; and then his lord· 
ship -entered into a conversation with me, which 
lasted till supper time. 

Almost insensibly I find tbe constraint, the re• 
erve, I have been wont to feel in his presence, 
·ear away ; the politeness, the sweetness, with 
hich he speal;:s to me, restores all my natural 

cheerfulness, and more so. as if I may judge by 
his looks. I am rather raised than sunk of late in 
his opinion. 

I asked him how the bet was, at last, to be de· 
cided? He told me that to his j:p·eat satisfaction, 
the parties had been prevailed upon to lower the 
sum from one thousand to one hundred pounds: 
and that they had agreed it should be determined 
by a race between two old women, one of which 
was to be chosen by each side, and both were to 
be proved more than eighty years of age, though 
in other respects strong and healthy as possible. 

When I expressed my surprise at this extraordi
nary method of spending so much money, I am 
charmed, said be, at the novelty of meeting with 
one so unhaclmeyed in the world, as not be yet 
influenced by custom to forget the use of reason: 
for certain it is, that the prevalence of fashion 
makes the greatest absurdities pass uncensured, 

the JDind naturally accommodates itself even 
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to the most ridiculous improprieties, if they occur 
frequently. 

I shvuld have hoped, said I, that the humane 
proposal made yesterday by your lordship would 
have had more efl'ect. 

Oh, cried he, laughing, I was so far from ex
pecting any success, that I shall think myself very 
fortunate if I escape the wit of :i\Ir. CoYerley in a 
lampoon ! yet I spoke openly, because I do not 
wish to conceal that I am no friend to gaming? 

After this, he took up the :New Bath Guide and 
read it with mo till supper time. In our way down 
stairs, Lady Louisa said, I thought, brother, you 
were engaged this evening? 

Yes, sister, answered he, and I have been en
gaged. And he bowed to me with an air of gal
lantry that rather confused me. 

Scpt 23. 
Almost insensibly have three days glided on 

since I wrote last, and so serenely, that, but for 
your absence, I could not have formed a wish. 
:My residence here is much happier than I had 
dared to expect. The attention which lord Or
ville honours me is as uniform as it is flattering, 
and seems to result from a benevolence of heart 
that proves him as much a stranger to caprice as 
to pride ; for, as his particular civilities arose from 
a generous resentment at seeing me neglected, so 
will they, I trust, continue as long as I shall, in 
any degree, deserve them. I am now not merely 
eagy, but even gay in his presence: such is the ef
fect of true poiiteness, that it banishes all restraint 
and embarrassment. When we walk cut, he con
descends to be my companion, and keeps by my 
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aide all the way we go. When we read he marks 
the passages most worthy to be noticed, draws out 
my sentiments, and favours me with his own. 
At table, where he always sits next to me, he 
obliges me by a thousand nameless attentions ~ 

bile the distinguishing good-breeding with which 
e treats me, prevents my repining at the vlsibly-

elt superiority of the rest of the company. A 
bousand occa&ional meetings could not have 
rought us to that degree of social freedom, wbich 

our days spent under the same roof have, inaensi· 
ly, been productive of; and, as my only friend in 
his house, Mrs. Selwyn, is too much engrossed in 

perpetual conversation to attend much to me, 
lord Orville seems to regard me as a helpless 
stranger, and, as such, to think me entitled to his 
good offices and protection. Indeed, my dear sir, 
I have reason to hope that the depreciating opinion 
be formerly entertained of me is succeeded by one 
infinitely more pa.rtial.-Jt may be that I flatter 
myself; but yet his looks, l1is attentions, his desire 
.t drawing me into conversation, and his solici
tude to oblige me, all conspire to make me hope 
I do not. I short, my dearest sir, these last four 
hppy days would repay me for months of BOI'I'OW 

and pain l 

Evelina in Continuation,. 
Clifton, Sept. 24. 

morning I came down stairs very early ; 
ng that the family would not assemble 

time, I strolled out, purposing to take a 
walk, in the manner I waa wont ~ do M 
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Berry Hill, before breakfast ; but I had scarce 
shut the garden gate, before I was met by a gentle
man, who, immeuiately bowing to me, 1 recolleet
ed to be the unhappy Mr. l\1acartney. Very much 
surprised, I courtesied, and stopped till he came 
up to me. He was still in mourning, but looked 
better than when I saw him last, though he had 
the same air of melancholy which so much struck 
me at first sight of him. 

Addressing me with the utmost respect, I am 
Jw.ppy, madam, said he, to have met with you so 
soon. I came to Bristol but yesterday, and have 
had no small difficulty in tracir1g you to Clifton. 

Did you know, then, of my being here? 
I did, 1\Jadam: the sole motiYe of my journey 

was to see you. I have been to Berry Hill, and 
there I had my intelligence, and at the same time 
the unwelcome information of your ill health. 

Good God ! Sir,-and c:m you possibly have 
taken so much trouble? 

Trouble ! 0 madam, could there be any, to re
turn you, the moment I had the power, my per
sonal acknowledgments for your goodness? 

I then inquired after madam DuYal and the 
Snow-hill-family. Tie told me they were all well 
and that maclame Duval propo~ed soon re!urning 
to Paris. When 1 congratulated him on looldng 
better, It is yourself, madam, said he, you should 
congratulate; for to your humanity alone it may 
now be owing that I exist at all. He then told 
me, that his affairs were now in a less desperate 
situation ; and that he hoped, by the assistance 
of time and reason, to accommodate his mind to a 
more cheerful submission to his fate. The interest 
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you so generously took in my aftlictions, added he, 
sures me you will not be displeased to hear of 
y better fortune; 1 was therefore eager to ac
uaint you with it. He then told me that his 

friend, the moment he had received his letter, 
quitted Paris, and flew to give him his personal 
,.ssistance and consolation. \Vith a heavy heart 
be acknowledged he accepted it ; but yet, be add· 
~d, I have accepted it ; and therefore, as bound 
pqually by duty and honour, my first step was to 

asten to the benefactress of my distress, and to 
teturn (presenting me som<Jthing in a pnper) the 
enly part of my obligaiions that can be returned; 
for the rest, 1 have nothing but my gratitude to 
oft'er, and must always bo contented to consider 
myself her debtor. 

I congratulated him most sincerely upon his 
dawning prosperity, hut begged he would not de

me of the pleasure of being his friend ; and 
lcl~ecl:ined receiving the money till his affairs were 

settled. 
'While this point was in agitation, I heard long 

Orville's voice inquiring of the gardener if he bad 
•n me. I immediately opened the garden·gate; 
and his lordship, advancing to me with quickness, 

, Goocl God, miss Anville, have you been out 
? Breakfast has been ready some time, and 

have been round the garden in search or you. 
Your lordship has been very good, said I; but 

hope you haYo not waited. 
No~ waited! repeated be smiling: Do you 

we could sit down quietly to breakfast, with 
you had run away from us P But come 
to baud me), if we do not retum, they 
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will suppose I am run away too ; and they very 
naturally may, as they know the attra(!tion of the 
magnet that draws me. 

I will come, my lord, said I, rather embarrassed, 
in two minutes. Then, turning to ~Jr. :\lacart
ney, with yet more embarrasment, I wished him 
good morning. 

He advanced towards the garden 
per still in his hand. 

No, no, cried l, some other time. 
May I then, madam, have the honour of seei 

you again? 
I did not dare take the liberty of inviting 

body to the house of Mrs. Beaumont, nor yet had 
I the presence of mind to make an excuse ; and, 
therefore, not knowing how to refuse him, I said, 
Perhaps you may be thi~> way again to-morro 
morning,-and I believe I shall walk out bef 
breakfast. 

He bowed, and went away; while I, 
again to lord Orville, saw his countenance 
much altered, that I wa!l frightened at what I ha 
so hastily said. He did not again offer me his 
hand; but walked silent and slow by his side. 
Good Heaven! thought 1, what may be not sup
pose from this adventure ! l\Iay he not, by my 
desire of meeting .:\Ir . .i\Iacartney to morrow, ima
gine it was by a. desi!:)n 1 walked out to meet him 
to day? Tormented by this apprehension, I de
termined to avail myself of the freedom which hi 
bchav~our, :;in cc J came hither, has encour.1ged; 
and, smce he would not ask any questions, begin 
an explanation myself. I therefore slackened my 
pace to gain time, and then said, "r as not your 
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lordship surprised to see me speaking with a 
stranger? 

A stranger? repeated he ; is it possible that 
entleman can be a stranger to you? 

No, my lord, said I, stammering, not to me
but only it might look-he might seem-

No, believe me, said he, with a forced smile. I 
pould never suppose miss Anville would make an 
appointment with a stranger. 

An appointment, my lord ! repeated I, eolour
g violently. 
Pardon me, madam, answered he, but I thought 

had beard one. 
I was so much confounded that I could not 
eak, yet, finding he walked quietly on, I could 

ot endure he should make his own interpreta· 
t'i(m of my silence; and therefore, a~ soon as I 
~~cove1~ed from my surprise, I said, Indeed my 

much mistaken: Mr. Macartney bad 
fl>a~rti.cular business with me-and I could not-I 

not how to refuse aeeing him ;-but indeed, 
Jord-I bad not,-be had not,-1 st mered 

terribly that I could not go on. 
I am very sorry, said he, gravely, that I have 

E-O unfortunate as to distress you ; but I 
d not have followed you had I not imagined 

merely walked out for the air. · 
d so I was! cried I, eagerly; indeed, my 
I was! My meeting with Mr. Macartney was 

• .~ ...... , ..... ..,.accidentally; and, if your lordship thinks 
is any impropriety in my seeing him to 

I am ready to give up that inten~ion. 
1 think! said he in a tone of surprise: aurelJ 
•Jnille cannot leave the arbitration of a 
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point so delicate to ono who is ignorant or all the 
circumstances which attend it? 

If, said I, it was worth your lordship's time to 
hear thern,-you should not be ignorant of all tho 
circumstances which attend it. 

The sweetness of ~Iiss Am·ille'~ di~positicn, 
said he, in a <~oftened voice, I have long admired ; 
and the offer of a communication, which does me 
so much honour, is too grateful to me not to bo 
eagcrl:,:_ c:tught at. 

Just then 1\Irs. Selw~·n opened the parlour win 
dow, and our conversation ended. I wns rallie 
upon my passion for solitary walking : but n 
questions were asked me. 

·when breakfast was over, I hoped to have had 
Borne opportunity of c;pe:l.king with lord Ot•ville: 
but lord Merton and 1\lr. Coverley came in, and 
insisted upon his o}Jinion of the spot they hatl fixe 
upon for the old woman's race. The ladies de· 
clared they would be of the party; and according· 
ly we all went. 

The r .ce is to be run in Mr. Beauruont'!'l gal'! 
den ; the two gon tlemon are as anxious as if their 
joint lives depended upon it. They have at length 
fixed upon objects; but have found great difficulty 
in persuading them to practise running, in order 
to try their strength. This grand affair is to be 
decided next 'l'hurstlay. ' 

\Vhen we returned to the house, the entl'anco 
of more company still prevented my having an 
more conversn.tiou with Lord Orvillc. 1 was 
much chag_rined, as I knew he was engaged at the 
Hot·we_ll_s m the afternoon. Seeing, therefore, no 
probabiltty of speaking to him before the timo o 



my meeting Mr. Macartney arrlved. I detet'lllined 
that, rather than risk his ill opi'nion, I would 
leave Mr. Macartney to his own suggestion!!. 

Yet, when I reflected upon his peculiar situation 
his poverty, his sadness, and, more than all the 
rest, the idea I knew he entertained of what he 
calls his obligations to me, I could not resolve up
on a breach of promise, which might be attributed 
to causes ot' all others the most offensi'fe to one 
whom misfortune has made extremely suspicious 
to slights and contempt. 

After the most uneasy considerations, I at length 
determineu upol'l writing an excuse, which would 
at once, save me from either meeting or affronting 
him. I therefore begged Mrs. Selwyn's leave to 
aend her man to the Hot wells, which she instantl3 
granted; and then I wrote the following note. 

To Mr. 1lfacartney. 

Sir, 
As it will not be in my power to walk oat to 

morrow morning, I would by no mea~ve you 
the trouble of coming to Clifton. I bop~owever, 
to have the pleasu.ro of seein~ you before you quit 
Bristol. 1 am, sir, your obedient servant, 

EVELIN A ANVIL LE. 

I desired the servant to inquire at the pump
room where Mr. Macartney lived, and returned to 
the parlour. 

As soon as the company dispersed, the ladies re-
tired to dress, 1 then, unexpectedly, found myself 
alone with lord Orville; who, the moment I rose 

2 A 
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to follow Mrs. Selwyn, advanced to me, and said, 
"Will miss Anvillo pardon my impatience, if I re
mind her of the promise she was so good as to 
make me this morning. 

I stopped, and would have returned to my seat ; 
but before I had time, the servants came to lay 
the cloth. He retreated, and went towarrls the 
window ; and, while I was considering in ·what 
manner to hegin,I could not help asking myself 
what right I had to communicate the affairs of 
Mr. ~lacartney ; a.nd I doubted whether, to clear 
myself from one a.ct of imprudence, I had not 
committed anothel'. 

Distressed by this reflection, I thought it best 
to quit the room, and give myself some time for 
consideration before I spoke; and therefore only 
saying I must lusten to dres!'l, I ran up stai1·s, 
rather abruptly I own ; and so I fear, lord On·illc 
mmt think. Yet what could I do? UnusC!l to 
the situation in which I find myself, a.nd embar
ra<:scd by the slightest difficulties, I seldom, till 
too late, discover how I ought to act. 

Just as we were all assemuled to dinner, Mrs. 
Selwyn's m an, coming into the parlour, presented 
to me a. letter, and said, I can't find out l\lr. 
1\Iacartney, madam but the po11t office people will 
let you know if they hear of him. 

I was extremely ashamed of this public message~ 
and meetin5 the eyes of lord Orville, which were 
earnestly fixe(l on me, my confusion redoubled, 
and I knew not which way to look. All dinner 
time he was as silent as myself; and the moment 
it was in my power I left the table, and went to 
my own room. Mrs. Selwyn presently followed 
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me ; and her questions obliged me to own all the 
particulars of my acquaintance with l\lr. Macart
ney, in order to excuse my writing to him. She 
said it was a roost romantic affair, and ~:~pol>e her 
sentiments with great severity; declaring that 
she had no doubt but he was an adventurer and 
an imposter. 

And now, my dear sir, I am totally at a. loss 
what I ought to do; the more I reflect the more 
sensible am I ofthe utter impropriety, nay, treach
ery, of rc,·caling the story, and publishing the mis
fortunes a.ntl poverty of Mr. l\1aeartney: who 
]lll.S an undoubted right to my secrc~y and discre
tion, and whose letter charges me to regard his 
communication as sacred-And yet, the appear
ance of mystery, perhaps something worse, which 
th1s affair must have to lord Orville,-his serious
ncss,-and the promises I have made him, are in
ducements scarce to he resisted for trusting him 
with the opcllnesa he has reason to expect from me. 

I n.m equally distressed, too, whether or not I 
see 1\ir. )lacartncy to morrow morning. 

0, sir, could 1 110w bo rnlightened by your 
counsel1 from wh·~t anxiety and perplexity should I 
be relieved. 

Bnt no,-1 ought not to betray Mr.l\facartney, 
and I \\ill not forfeit a confidence which would 
never ha.ve been repo~e -1 in me llUt from a reliance 
upon my honour, whicll I should blush to find my" 
aelf um"ortby of. Desirous as I wn.s of the good 
opinion oi lor(l Orville, I will endeavour to act as 
if I was guided hy your advice! and, making it my 
sole aim to deserve it, leave to time and to fate my 
euccess or disappointment. 
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Sinoe I have formed this resolution, my mind it 
more easy: but I will not finish my letter till the 
affair is decided. 

Sept. 25. 
I rose very early this morning; and, after a 

thousand different plans, not being able to resolve 
upon giving poor 1\lr. Macartney leave to suppose 
I neglected him, I thought it incumbent upon me 
to keep my word, Pince he had not received my 
letter; I therefore detennined to make my own 
apologies not to stay with him two minutes, and 
to excuse myself from meeting him any more. 

Yet, uncertain whether I was wrong or right, 
it was with fear and trembling that I opened the 
garden·gate; judge then of my feelings, when 
the first object I saw was lord Orville !-he, too, 
looked extremely disconcerted, and said in a hesi· 
tating manner, 'Pardon me, madam,-! did not 
intend,-I did not imagine you would have been 
here so soon-or-or 1 would not have come.
And then with a hasty how, he passed me, and 
proceeded to the garden. 

I was scarce able to stand, so greatly did I feel 
myself shocked! but upon my saying almost in
voluntarily, 0 my lord! he turned back, and after 
a short pause, said, Did you speak to me, madam. 

I could not immediately answer ; I seemed 
choked, and was even forced to support myself by 
the ga~ep gate. 

Lord OrvHle, soon recovering his dignity, said, 
I know not how to apologize for being, just now, 
at this place :-and I cannot immediately-if ever 
....-cleat lilJaelf from the imputation of imperti-
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nent curiosity, to which I fear you will attribute 
it: however, at present I will only entreat your 
pardon without detaining you any longer. Again 
he bowed, and left me. 

Por some moments I remained fixed to the 
same spot, and in the !lame position, immoveably 
as if I had heen transformed into a atone. My 
first impulse was to call him back, and instantly 
tell him the whole affair; hut 1 checked this de
l'lire, though I would have given the world to have 
indul~ed it; something like pride added what I 
thought due to ~r. ~lacartney, and I determined 
not only to keep his secret, but to delay any sort 
of explanation till lord Orville should condescend 
to request it. 

Slowly he walked; and before he entered the 
house, he looked hack, but hastily withdrew his 
eyes upon finding J ob~erved him. 

Indeed, my dear sir, you cannot easily imagine 
a situation more uncomforable than mine was at 
that time ; to be suspected hy lord Orville of any 
clandestine actions wounded my soul; I was too 
much discomposed to wait for .1\lr. :Macartney, 
nor, in truth, could I endure to have the design 
of my staying so well known. Yet I was so ex
tremely agitated that I could hardly more; and 
I have reason to believe lord Orville, from the 
parlour window, saw me tottering along; for, be
fore 1 had taken five steps, he came out, and, has
tening to meet me, said, I fear you are not well; 
pray, allow me (offering his arm) to a!sist you. 

No, my lord, said I, with all the resolution I 
could assume ; yet I was affected by an attention, 
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at that tiro& 10 little expected, and forced to turn 
away my head to conceo.l my emotion. 

You m~tst, said he with earnestness, indeed 
you must,-1 am sure you are not well ;-refuse 
me not the honour of assisting yoY; and, almost 
forcibly be took my hand, and, drawing it under 
his arm, obliged me to lean upon him. That I 
submitted was paTtly the effect of surprise at an 
earnestness so uncommon in lord Orville, and, 
partly that I did not just then dare trust my voice 
to make any objection. 

When we came to the house, he led me into 
the parlour, and to a chair, and begged to know 
if I would have a glass of water. 

No, my lord, I thank you, said I, I am perfectly 
recovered ; and, rising, I walked to the ·window, 
where . for some time, I pretended to be occupied 
in looking at the garden. 

Determined as I was to act honourably by :\Ir. 
1\Iacartney, I yet most anxiously wi!hed to be re~ 
stored to the good opinion of lord Orvillc ; but 
his eilence, and the thoughtfulness of his air, dis· 
couraged me from speakin~. 

:My situation soon grew disagreeable and em· 
barrassing, and I resolved to return to my cham• 
ber till breakfast was ready. To remain longer 
I feared might seem asking for his inquiries; and 
I was sure it would ill become me to be more 
eager to speak than he was to hear. 

Just as I reached the door, turning to me hast· 
ily, he sa1d, Are you going, miss Anville ? 

I am, my lord, answered I ; yet I stopped. 
Perhaps ~o return to-but I beg your pardou! 

Ho spoke w1th a degree of agitation that mad& me 



readily comprehend be meant to the garden ; and 
I instantly ~aid, To my own room, my lord. And 
again I would have gone ; but, convinced by my 
answer that I understood llim, I l>elieve he was 
sorry for the insinuation ; be approached me witP 
a very seriou!'l air, though at the same time he 
forced a smile, and said, I know not what evil 
genifts pursues me this morning, but I seem des
tined to do or say something I ought not; I am 
so much ashamed of myself, that I can scarce 
solicit your forgiveness. 

1\ly forgiveness ! my lord? cried I, abashed ra
ther than elated by his condescension ; surely you 
cannot-you are not serious? 

Indeed never more so ! yet, if I may be my own · 
intt>rpreter, miss Anville's countenance pronoun
ces my pardon. 

I know not, my lord, how any one can )Ja1·don 
who never has been offended. 

You are very good ; yet I could expect no less 
from a sweetness of disposition which baffles all 
comparison ; you will not tl1ink I am an encroach~ 
er, and that I take advantage of your goodness, 
should I once more remind you of the promise 
;you voucl1safed me yesterday? 

No, indeed: on the contrary, J sl1all be very 
happy to acquit myself in your lordship's opinion. 

Acquittal you need not, said be, leading me 
again to the window ; yet I own my curiosity is 
strongly E:xcited. 

When I was seated, I found myself much at a 
loss what to say ; yet, after a short silence assum
ing all the courage in my power, Will you not, 
JD'Jlord, said J, think me trifling and caprieioua 
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should I own I have repented the promise I made, 
and should I entreat your lordship not to insist 
upon my strict performance of it ?-I spoke so 
hastily, that l d~d not, at the time, consider the 
·impropriety of what I said . 

.As he 'vas entirely silent, and profoundly atten
tive, I continued to speak without interruiJtion. 

If your lordship, by any other means, lmew 
the circumstances attending my acquaintance with 
Mx:. 1\Iacartney, I am most sure you would your
self disapprov~ my relating them. He is a gvn· 
tleman, and has been very unfortunate ;-but I 
am not-I think-at liberty to flay more; yet I 
am sure, if he knew your lordahip wished to hear 
any particulars of his affairs, he would readily 
consent to my acknowledging them. S!Jall I my 
lorcl. ask his permission ? 

Hts affairs ! repeated lord Orville ~ by no 
means; I have not the least curiosity a.>Out them. 

I beg your lordship's pardon,-but indeed I 
had understood the contrary. 

ls it possible, madam, you could 11upposc the 
affa.it·s of an utter strau~;er can excite my curiosi
ty ? The gravity and coolness with which he 
asked this question very much abashed me. But 
lord Orville is the most delicate of men ; and, 
presently recollecting himself, he added, I mean 
not to speak with indifference of any friend of 
yours,- far from it; any such will always corn~ 
m and my good wishes ; yet I own I am rather dis
appointed; aud though I doubt not the justice of 
your reason, to which I implicitly submit, you 
must not wonder that, when upon the point of 
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feel the greatest regret of finding it withdrawn. 

Do you think, my dear sir, I did not, at that 
moment, require all my resolution to guard me 
from frankly telling him whatever he wished to 
bear ? yet l rejoice that I did not ; for, added to 
the ual wrong I should have doue, lord Orville 
bimse f when he bad heard, woald, I am sure, 
have blamed me. Fortunately, this thought oc
curred to me ; and I said, Your lordship shall 
yourself be my judge; the promise I made, though 
voluntary, was rash and inconsiderate; yet, had 
it concerned myself, I would not have hesitated 
in fulfilling it ~ but the gentleman, whose affairs 
I should be obliged to relate-

Pardon me, cried be, for interrupting you, yet 
allr-w me to assure you, I have not the slightest 
desire to be acquainted with his affairs further 
than what belongs to the motiWls which induced 
you yesterday morning-He stopped; but there 
was no occasion to say more. 

That, my lord, cried I, I will tell you honestly, 
Mr. Macartney bad some particular business with 
me, and I could not take the liberty to uk him 
hithar. 

And why not? -:Mr. Beaumont, I am sure-
1 could not, my lord, think of intruding upon 

Mrs. Beaumont's complaisance: and so, with the 
same hasty folly I promised your lordship I 
much more rashly promised to meet bin~. 

And did you? 
No, my lord, said I colouring; I returned be-

fore be came • 
.Again, for aome tioie, ~e Tt'8i'e both silent; ,ret, 
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unwilling to lea.ve him to reflection which c!Vl 
not but be to my disadvantage, I summoned ~11! 
cient courage to say, There is no young creature 
my lord, who so greatly wants, or so earnes&}1 
wishes for, the advice and assistance of her frieQai 
as I do: I am new to the world, and unused to 
acting for myself;-my intentions aye ne 
fully blameable, ;ret I err perpetually! 
hitherto been blessed with the atf4~ctiioli<lilf 

of friends and indeed, t."'!h~e{;t~~~~ 
and instruct me 8' 
too distant now 
want his 
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time to withdraw my band before the ladies came 

in to breakfast. 
I bave been all day the happiest of human be-

ings !-to be thus reconciled to lord Orville, and 
yet to adhere to my rElsolution,-what could I 
wish for more ?-he too has been very cheerful, 
and qore attentive, and more obliging to me 
than ever. Yet Heaven forbid I should again be 
in a similar situation! for I cannot express bow 
much uneasiness I have suffered from the fear of 
incurring his ill opinion • 

. But what will poor Mr. Marcartney think of 
me? Happy as I am, I much regret the necessi
ty I have been under of disappointing him. 

Adieu, my dearest sir. 

Evelina. in continuation. 
Sept. 30. 

0 SIR, what a strange incident have I to recite! 
what a field of conjecture to open! 

Yesterday evening we all went to an asseml1ly, 
Lord Orvillc presented tickets to the whole family; 
and did me the honour, to the no small surprise 
of all here, I believe, to dance with me. But 
every day abounds in fresh instances of his conde• 
scending politeness; a-cd he now tal{eS every 
opportunity of calling me his f,.-i~nd an cl his sister. 

Lord :Merton offered a ticket to lady Louisa; 
but she was so much incen~ed against him, that 
she refused it with the utmost disdain: neither 
could be prevail upon her to dance with him ; she 
sat still the whole evening, and designed not to 
look at or speak to him. To me her behaviour is 
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haughty, and her eyes express the greatest con
tempt. But for lord Orville, how miserable 
would my residence here make me! 

We were joined in the ball-room by Mr. CoYer
ley, Mr. Lovel, and lord Merton, who looked aa if 
he was doing penance, and sat all the ening 
next to lady Louisa, vainly endeavouring to appeue 
her anger. 

Lord Orville began the minuet: he danced with 
a young lady who seemed to en-$age the gen(!ral 
attention, as we had not seen he; here before. She 
is pretty, and looks mild and good humoured 

Pray, Mr. Love], 11aid lady Louisa, who is ttiat !' 
Miss Belmont, answered he, the young heiteu: 

she came to the Wells yesterday. 
Struck with the name, I involuntarily repeated 

it : hut nobody heard me. 
What is her family ? said Mrs. Beaumont. 
Have you not heard of her, ma.'am ? cried he ; 

she is only daughter and heiress of sir John Bel· 
mont. 

Good Heaven, how did I start! the name strnck 
my ear like a thunderbolt. Mrs. Selwyn, who 
immediately looked at me, said, Be calm, m1 dear, 
and we will learn the truth of this. 

Till then, I had never imagined her to be ac
quainted with m1 story ; but she has since told 
me, d1at she knew my unhappy mother, and was 
well fBioltded of the whole affair. 

S'll6 atbd Mr. Lovel a multitude of questions; 
and I iallieted hm his answer&, ttiat this:roung 
l&dt: WJd ~UM OOibe front abroad ~th m J"ohD 
.._..who w aow hi LotulGil s 'b& Mle 
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under the care of his sister, Mrs. Pater11on; and 
that she would inherit a considerable estate. 

I cannot express the strange feelings with which 
was agitated during this recital What, my 

rest sir, can it possibly mean ? Did you ever 
of any 'lfter marriage ?-or must I suppose, 
while the lawful child is rejected, another is 

opted ?-I know not what to think; I am 
wildered u·ith a contrariety of ideas! 
'Vhen we came home, :Mrs. Selwyn passed more 

an hour in my room conver11ing upon this 
et. She says that I ought instantly to go to 
, find out my father, and have the affair 

up. She assures me I have too strong a 
resemblance to my dear, though unknown mother, 
to allow of the least hesitation in my being owned 

once I am seen. For my part, I have no 
t to act by your direction. 

nnot give any account of the evAning: so 
rllistu.rb~ect. so occupied am I by this subject, that 

thipk of no other. I l}ave entered :Mrs. 
n to observe the strictest secrecy, and she 

that she will. J ndeed, she has too 
se to be idly communicative. 

Orville took notice of my be log absent and 
; but I ventured not to intrust him with the 

}i'ortunately, he was nCJt of the party at 
time Mr. Love\ made the discovery. 

Mrs. Selwyn says, that if you approve my going 
town, she will her~elf accompany me. I had a 

and times rather ask the protection of Miss 
but, after this offer, that will not be pos-

1 am sure you will 
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write immediately, and I shall be all impatience 
till your letter arrives. 

hint 
wisl 

V 
the 
con 
ha> 

Goon God, my dear sir, what a wonderful tale hol 
have I again to relate! even yet I am not~reeover- ti 
cd from my extreme surprise. :Mr 

Oct. 1. 
Evelina in continuation. 

YesterJay rooming, as soon as I had finished 
my hasty letter, I was summoned to attend a. 
walking party to the Hot wells. 1 t consisted only 
of ~lrs. Selwyn and lord On·ille. The latter 
walked by my side all the way; and his conver
sation dissipateJ. my uneasiness, and insensibly re
stored my serenity. 

At the pump-room I saw :Mr. 1\Iaeartney; I 
courtesi·..ld to him twice ere he could speak to me. 
·when he d1d, I began to apolo~ize for having dis· 
appointed him; but I <lid not fin<.! it very easy to 
excuse myself, as lt>rd On•illc's eyes, with an ex
pression of anxiety that distressed me, turned 
from him to me, and me to him, every word that 
I spoke. Convinced, however, that I had realll 
trifled with 1\1 r. 1\lacartney, I scrupled not to beg 
his pardon. He was not then merely appeased, 
but even grateful. 

lie requested me to see him to-morrow: but I 
had not the folly to be ao-ain guilty of an indiscre
tion which had already ~aused me so much unea· 
sine~s ; and therefore I told him freely that it was 
n.ot m my power at present to see him but by ac· 
c1dent; and, to prevent his being offended, I 
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hinted to him the reason I could receive him as I 
wished to do. 

When I had satisfied both him and mysetrupon 
the suhject, I turned to lord Orville,and saw with 
concern, the gravity of his eountena.nce; I would 
have spoken to him, but knew not how: I believe, 
however, he read my thoughts ; for in a little 
time, with a sort of serious smile, he said, Does not 
.Mr. Macartney complain of his disappointment? 

Not much, my lorrl. 
And how have you appeaAcd him ?-Finding I 

tate<l what to an~nver, Am I not your bro
ther? continued he, and must I not inquire into 
your affairs? 

Certainly, my lord, 11aid I, laughing, I only 
wish it better worth your lordship's while. 

Let me, then, make imme<liate use of my privi
lege. When shall you see Mr. :Macartney again? 

Indeed, my lord, I can't tell. 
But-do you know that I shall not suffer my 

sister to make a private appo,ntment? 
Pray, my lord, cried I earnestly, use that word 

'110 more! Indeed you shock me elCtremely. 
That would I not do for the world, cried he; 

yet you know not how warmly, how deeply I am 
interested, not only in all your concerns, but in 
all your actions. 

This speech, the most particular one lord Or
villa bad e\"er made to me, ended our conversation 
at that time: for I was too much struck by it to 
make any answer. 

Soon after, Mr. Macartney, in a low voice, en
treated me not to deny him the gratification of 
~turnins the money, While he waa speaking, 
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the young lady I saw yesterday at the assembly, 
with the large party, entered the pump-room, 
1\Ir. 11acartney turned as pale as death, his voice 
faltered, and he seemed not to know what he said. 
I was myself almost equally disturbeJ. by the 
crowd of confused ideas that occurred to me. 
Good Heaven! thought I, why shoulcl he be thus 
agitated ?-is it possible this can be the young 
lady he loved ? 

In a few minutes we quitted the pump-room ; 
and, though I twice wished :\lr. :;\lacartuey good. 
morning, he was so absent that he did not hear 

me. 
\Ve did not immediately return to Clifton, as 

1\Trs. Selwyn had busine:;s at pamphlet shop. 
i\rhile she was looking at some new poems, lord 
Orville again asked me when I shouhl see ~lr. 
l\Iacartney ! 

Indeed, my lord, cried T, 1 know not. but 1 would 
give the universe for a few moments' conversation 
with him! I spol'e this with a simple sinc~rity, 
and was not aware of the force of my own words. 

The universe ! repeated he; Good God, miss 
Anville, do you say this to me ? 

l would say it, returne(l 1, to any body, my 
lord. 

l beg your pardon, said he, in a voice that 
showed him ill pleased, l am answered! 

My lord, cried l, you must not judge hardly of 
me. l spoke inadvtn·tentlv · but if You knew the 
painful suspense l suffer at this mome.nt, vou would 
not be surprised at what l hnvc saiu. • 
.. Aml would a meeting with Mr. 1\Iaca.rtney re• 

hevc ;you from that suspense? 
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Yes, my lord ; two words might be sufficient. 
Would to Heaven, cried he, after' a short pause, 

that I were worthy to know their import ! 
Worthy, my lord !-0, if that were all, your 

lordship could ask nothing I should not be really 
to answer ! If I were but at liberty to speak, I 
should be proud of your lordship's inquiries: but 
indeed, J am not-1 have not any right to com
municate the affairs of Mr. Macartney ;-your 
lordship cannot suppose 1 have. 

1 will own to you, answered be, 1 know not 
what to suppose ; yet there seems a frankness 
even in your mystery-an1 !'luch an air of opennes" 
in your countenance that 1 am willing to hope---: 
Ht! stopped a moment, and then added, This meet
ing, you say is essential to your repose ? 

I did not say tJw,t, my lord: hut yet I hJ.ve the 
most important reasons for wishing to speak to 

him. 
He pau11ed a few minutes ; and then said, with 

warmth, Yes, you shall speak to him !-1 will my
self assist you !-Mi•s Anville, I am sure, cannot 
form a wish against propriety ; I will ask no ques
tions, I will rely upon her own purity, and unin• 
formed, blindfold as I am, l will serve her with 
all my power ! And then he went into the shop, 
leaving me so strangely affected by his generous 
bP.baviour, that I almost wished to follow him 
with my thanks. 

When Mrs. Selwyn hlld transacted her affairs, 
we returned home. 

The moment dinner was over, lord Onille went 
out, and did not come back till just as we were 

2B 
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11ummoned to supper. This is the longest time he 
has spent from the boul!e since 1 have been at 
Clifton: and you cannot imagine, my dear sir, 
how much i missed him. 1 scarce knew before 
bow infinitely 1 am indebted to him alone for the 
happiness l have enjoyed since 1 have been at 
:Mrs Beaumont's. 

As I generally go down stairs last, be came to 
me the moment the ladies had passed by,and said, 
Shall you be at home to morrow mornlng? 

I believe so, my lord. 
And will you then receive a visitor for me? 
For you, my lord. 
Yes :-I have made acquaintance with )Ir. Ma

cartney, and he has promised to call upon me to
morrow about three o'clock. 

And then, taking my hand, be led me down I 
stairs. 

0 sir ! -was there ever such another man as 
lord Orville ?-Yes, one other now resides at Berry 
Hill! 

This morning there has been a great deal of 
rompany here ; but at the time appointed by lord 
Orville, doubtless with that consirleration, the 
parlour is almost always empty, as every body _is 
dressing. 

Mrs. Beaumont, however, was not gone up 
stairs when l\lr. 1\lacartney sent in his name. 

Lord Orville immediJ.tely said, Beg the favour 
of him to walk in. You see, madam, that I con
sider my~elf as at home. 

1 hope so, answered 1\Irs. Beaumont, or I 
t~hould be very uneasy. 

lrlr. 1t1Acartney then entered, I believe we both 



BV:&LINA. 387 

felt very conscious to whom the visit was paid ; 
but lord Orville received him as his own guest ; 
and not merely entertained him as such while ){rs. 
Beaumont remained in the room, but for some 
time after she had left it ; a delicacy that saved 
me from the embarrassment I should have felt bad 
he immediately quitted us. 

In a few minutes, however, he gave W.r. Macart
ney o. hook,-for I, too, by way of pretence for 
continuing in the room, pretending to be reading, 
-and begged he would be so good as to look it 
over while he answered a note, which be would 
dei!patch in a few moments, and return to him. 

When he was gone, we both parted with our 
books; and Mr. Macartney, again producing the 
paper with the money, besought me to accept it. 

Pray, said I, still declining it, did you know 
the young lady who came into the pump-room 
yeeterday morning?. 

Know her! repeated he, changing colour; 0, 
but too well! 

Indeed! 
·why, madam, do you ask. 
I must beseech you to satisfy me further upon 

this subject; pray tell me who she is? 
lnviolo.bly as I meant to keep my secret, I can 

refuse you, madam, nothing ;-that lady-is the 
daughter of Sir John Belmont !-of my father! 

Gracious Heaven! cried I, involuntarily laying 
my hand on his arm, are you then-m!J b1·otlu:r, I 
would have !laid, but my voice failed me, and I 
bursl into tears. 

0, madam, cried he, what does this mean?-
'Whl't CIW thua distress you~ 
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I could not answer, but held out my hand to 
him. He seemed greatly surprised, and talked in 
high terms of condescension. 

Spare yourself, cried I, wiping my eyes, spare 
yourself this mistake,-you have a 1·ight to all I , 
can do for you ; the similarity of our Clrcumstan .. 
ces-

"\Ve were then interrupted by the entrance ot 
Mrs. Selwyn; and Mr. ::\Iacartney, finding no pro. 
bability of our being left alone, was obliged to 
take leave, though, I believe, very reluctantly' 
while in such suspense. 

l\1rs. Selwyn, then, by dint of interrogatories, 
drew from me the state of this affair. She is so 
penetrating, that there is no possibility of evading 
to give her satisfaction. 

Is not this a strange event Good Heaven! 
how little did J think that the visits I so unwil .. 
lingly paid at Mr. Branghton's would have intro· 
duced me to so near a relation ! I will never 
again regret the time I spent in town this sum .. 
mer; a circumstance so fortunate will always 
make me think of it with pleasure. 

I have just received your letter,-and it has al
most broken my heart !-0 sir ! the illusion is 
over, indeed! how vainly have I flattered, how 
miserably deceived DlJSelf! Long since, doubt
ful of the situation of my heart, I dreaded a scru
tiny; but now, that I have so long escaped, I 
begm, indeed, to think my safety ensurerl, to hope 
that my fears were causeless, and to believe that 
my good opinion and esteem of lord Orville might 
be owned without suspicion, and felt with
out da.nger:-misera.bly cJeceived indeed! His 
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tight i1 lJaniful to my repo1e l-hi1 1ociety i1 
deatk to my future tranquillity; 0, lord Orville, 
could I have believed that a friendship BO grateful 
to my heart. so soothing to my diatresses,-a 
friendship, which in e•ery respect, did me so 
much honour, would only serve to embitter all 
my future moments!-What a strange, what an 
unhappy circumstance, tha.t my gratitude, though 
ao justly excited, should be so fatal to my peace 1 

Yes, sir, I will quit him!-would to Heaven I 
eould at this moment! without seeing him again, 
-without trusting to my own conscious emotion! 
-0, lord Orville, how little do you know the 
evils I owe to you !.how little suppose that, when 
most dignified by your attention, I was most to 
be pitied,-and when most exalted by your notice, 
you were most my enemy. 

You, sir, relied upon my ignorance ;-I, alas, 
upon your experience; and, whenever I doubted 
the weakness of my heart, the idea that you did 
uot suspect it, reassured me, restored my courage, 
and confirmed my error!-Yet am I most sensi
ble of the kindness of your silence. 

0 sir! why have I ever quitted you? why been 
exposed to dangers to which I am so unequal P 

But 1 will leave this place, leave lord Orville,-
leave him, perhaps, for ever !-No matter; your 
counsel, your goodness. may teach me bow to re
cdter the peace and the serenity of which my un
guarded folly has beguiled me. To you alone do 
J trust,-in you alone confide, for every future 
hope I may form. 

Tbe more I consider the parting with lord Or-
the leu fomtude do I feel to bear Ule aepa• 
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ration; the friendship he has shown me,-his po• 
liteness,-his sweetness of manners,-his concern 
in my affa.irs,-his solicitude to oblige me,-all, 
all to be given up! 

No, I cannot tell him I am going,-I dare not 
trust myself to tal•e leave of him,-I will run a· 
way without seeing him: implicitly will I follow 
your advice, avoid his sight, and shun his society! 

To morrow morning I will set of for Berry Hill. 
:Mrs. Selwyn and Mrs. Beaumont shall alone know 
my intention. And to·day-1 will spend in my 
own room. The readiness of my obedience is the 
only atonement I can offer for the weakness which 
calls for its exertion. 

Can you, will you, most honoured, most dear 
sir! sole prop by which the poor Evelina is sup· 
ported,-can you, without reproach, without dis
pleasure, receive the child you have so carefully 
reared,-from whose education better fruit might 
have been expected, and who, blushing for her 
unworthiness, fears to meet the eye by which she 
has been cherished ?-0 yes, I am sure you will ! 
Your Evelina's errors are those of the judgment; 
and you, I well know, pardon all but those of the 
heart! 

Evelina. in contin~tation. 
Clifton, October 1. 

I HAVE only time, my dearest sir, for three words , 
to overtake my last letter, and prevent your ex
pecting me immediately: for, when I communi
cate.l m! intention to 1\Irs. Selwyn she \VOuld not 
hear of 1t, and declared it would be highly ridi-



391 

culous for me to go before I had received an an
swer to my intelligence concerning the journey 

Paris. She has, therefore, insiated upon my 
ing till your next letter arrives. I hope yoll 

will not be displeased at my compliance, though 
it is rather against my own judgment: but 1\lrs. 
Selwyn quite overpowered me with the force of 
her arguments. I will, however, see very little of 
lord Orville; I will never come down stairs before 
breakfast: give up all my walks in the garden; 
seat myself next to Mrs. Selwyn : and not merely 
avoid his conversation, but shun his presence. I 
will exert all the prudence and all the resolution 
in my power to prevent this short delay from giv
ing you any further uneasiness. 

Adieu, my dearest sir. I shall not now leave 
Clifton till I have your directions. 

Yesterday, we went first to the pump-room. 
It was full of company ; and the moment we en
tered, I heard a murmuring of Tltat's she I and 
to my great confusion, I saw every eye turned to
wards me. I pulled my bat over my face, and 
by the assistance of Mrs. Selwyn, endeavoured to 
screen myself from observation : nevertheless, I 
found I was so much the object of general obser
vation, that I entreated her to hasten away. But 
unfortunately she had entered into conversation. 
very earnestly with a gentleman of her acquaint
ance, and would not listen to me ; but said, that 
if I was tired of waiting, I might walk on to the 
milliner's with the Miss Watkins, two young la
dies I have seen at Mrs. Beaumont's, who were 
going thither. 

I accepted the offer very readily, and away we 
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went. But we had not gone three yards before 
we were followed by a. party of young men, who 
took every possible opportunity of looking at 
and, as they walked behind, talked alC'ud, i 
manner at once unintelligible and absurd. Yes, 
cried one, 'tis certainly she !-mark but her blush
ing che~k! 

And then her eye-her downcast eye! cried 
another. 

True, 0 most true, said a third ; every beauty B 
is her own. 

But then, said the first, her mind,-now the m 
difficulty is to find out the truth of that, for she 
will not say a word. 

She is timid, answered another : mark but her 
timid air. 

During this conversation we walked on silent 
and quick: as we knew not to whom it was par
ticularly addressed, we were all equally ashamed, 
and equally desirous to, avoid such unaccountable 
o bscrvations. 

Soon after, we were cn.ught in a shower Qf rain. 
We hurried on: and these gentlemen following 
us, offered their services in the most pressing man
ner, begging us to make use of their arms; and 
while I almost ran, in order to avoid their imper
tinance, I was suddenly met by Sir Clement Wil· 
lough by. 

We both started: Good God! he exclaimed, 
1\Iiss Anville! and then regardin~;: my tormentors 
~ith an ~ir of displeasure, he earnestly inquired 
1f any thmg had alarmed me? 

No, no, cried I; for I found no difficulty now 
to di!>engage myself from these youths, who, pro~ 
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bably, concluding from the commanding air of air 
Clement, that he had a right to protcet me, quietly 

ave way to him, and entirely quitted us. 
With his usual impetuosity he then began a 

thousand inquiries, accompanied with as many 
compliments; and be told me that he arrived at 
Bristol but this morning, which he bad entirely 
devoted to eudeavours to discover where I lodged. 

Did you know, then, said I, that I was at 
Bristol? 

Would to Heaven, cried be, that I could re-
main in ignorance of your proeeedings with the 
same contentment you do of mine ! then should I 
not for ever journey upon the wings of Hope to 
meet my own despair : You cannot even judge of 
the cruelty of my fate; for the ease and serenity of 
your mimd incapacitate you from feeling the agi· 
tation of mine. 

The ease and serenity of my mind! alas, bow 
little do I merit these word I 

But, added he, bad accident brought me hi· 
ther, and I got known of your journey, the voice 
of fame would have proclaimed it to me instantly 
upon my arrival. 

The voice of fame! repeated J, 
Yes, for yours was the first name I heard at 

the pump room. But had I not beard your name, 
such a description could ha'fe pained no one elae. 

Indeed, said I, I do not understand you. But 
just then arriving at the milliner's our conversa• 
tion ended; for Miss Watkina called me to look 
at caps and ribbons. 

Sir Clement, however, has the art of being al-
W&11 at home : he wu very soon enpged, as bu• 
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sily as ourselves, in looking at laoe rutBes; yet .. 
took an opportunity of saying to me, in a low 
voice, How charmed I am to see you look 110 we 
I was told you were ill ;-but I never saw yo 
'!tetter in health,- never more infinitely lovely t 

I tnrned a way to examine the ribbons, and IGOD 
after Mrs. Selwyn made her appearance. I found 
that she was acquainted with sir Clemen~ and heJI 
manner of speaking to him convinced me that he 
was a favourite with her. 

Soon after this we walked home: sir Clement 
accompanied us; and the CGDTei'B&tion that p ... 
between Mrs. Selwyn and him was supported in 
so lively a manner, that I would have been mnob 
entertained bad my mind been more at ease; bul, 
alas! I could think of nothing but the oapriciou1, 
the unmeaning appearance which the alteratioa ia 
my conduct must make in the eyes of lord Onille. 
And much as I wish to avoid him, greatly u I cle
sire to save myself from bavinc toy weakneM 
known to him,-yet I cannot endure to inour his 
ill opinion ;-and unacquainted as be is with tbe 
reasons by which I am actuated, bow ean be tail 
contemning a change to him so unaccountable I 

As we entered the garden, he was the first ob
ject we saw. He advanced to meet us; and I 
could not help obaerving, that at aight of eaoll 
otMr both be and sir Olement cbaoged oolour. 

e weqt into the parlour, where we foa1Hl the 
ll&llle'l**J we bad left. Mn. Selwyn pN~eUtM 
sir Clement te Jd:n. Beanmont; lady Louita, Ul4t 
lcml Jrlerton be aeemC¥1 well aoquainted witlt al
nact,. 

M -~ ,... •pcna &he geaeral ... 



BVBLliU. 395 

jects or the weather, the company at the Wells, 
aml the news of the day. But sir Clement, draw
ing his chair next to mine, took every opportunity 
If addressing himself to me in particular. 

I could not but remark the striking difference 
of his attention and that of lord Orville; the lat
ter has such gentleness of manners, such delicacy 
of conduct, ani an air so respectful, that, when 
hB flatters most, he never distresses; and when 
he most confers honour, appears to receive it! 
The former obtrudes l1is attention, and forces 
mine; it is so pointed, that it alwass confuses me, 
and so public, that it attracts general notice. In
deed, I have sometimes thought that he would 
rather wish, than dislike to l1ave his partiality for 
me known. as he takes ~reat care to prevent my 
being :~pokcn to by any but himself. 

1Vhen at length he went away, lord Orville 
took his seat, and said with a half smile, shall I 
call sir Clement,-or will you call me a.n usurper 
for taking this place?-You make me no answer? 
-Must I tl1en suppose that sir Clement-

It is little worth your lordship's while, said I, 
to suppose any thing upon so insignificant a.n oc-
casion. 

Pardon me, cried he ;-to me nothing is insig-
nificant in which you are concerned. 

To this I made no answer ; neither did be say 
any thing more till the ladies retired to dress; 
and then, when I would have followed them, he 
stopped me saying, One moment, I entreat you ! 

I turned back, and he went on,-I greatly fear 
that I have been so unfortunate as to offend you ; 
yet so repugnant to my very soul is the idea, that 
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I know not how to suppose it possible I can UD• 
wittingly have done the only thing in the world 
that, designedly, I would wish to avoid. 

No, indeed, my lord, you have not, said I. 
You sigh ! cried be, taking my band; would 

to Heaven I were the sbarer oC your uneasineu, 
wbencesoever it springs! with what earnestness 
would I not struggle to alleviate it ;-Tell me, m;r 
dear Miss Anville,-my new-adopted sister, Dlf 
sweet and most amiable Criend !-tell me, I b&o 
aeecb you, if I can afford you any assistance P 

None, none, my lord, cried I, withdrawing m7 
hand, and moving towards the door. 

Is it then impossible I can serve you ?-Perhaps 
you wish to see Mr. Macartney again? 

No, my lord. And I held the door open. 
I am not, I own, sorry for that. Yet, oh I Mill ol 

Anville, there is a question,-tbere is a conjec- M 
ture,-1 kn.ow not how to mention, beCfU&e I 
dread the result!-But I see you are in haste;
perhaps in the evening I may have the honour of 
a longer conversation.-Yet one thing will you 
have the goodness to allow me to ask? Did you, 
this morning, when you went to the Wells.-did 
fOU know whom you should meet there P ti 

Who, my lord ? 
I beg your pardon a thousand times f'or a cari-

osity so unlicensed ;-but I will say no more a' y1 
present. 

He bowed, expecting me to go ;-and thea, 
with quick a~pa, but a heavy heart. I came to Df 
own room 
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},fr. Villars to Evelina. 
Berry Hill, Oct. 3. 

YoUR last communication, my dearest child, is in· 
deed astonishing; that an acknowledged daugh
ter and heiress of sir John Belmont should be at 
Bristol, and still my Evehna. be:~.r the name of 
Anville, is to me inexplicable: yet the mystery of 
the letter to lady Howard prepared me to expect 
something extraordinary upon sir John Belmont's 
return to England. 

Whoever this young lady may be, it is certain 
she now takes a place to which you have a right 
indisputable. An after marriage I never heard 
of; yet supposing such a. one to have happened, 
Miss Evelyn was certainly the first wife, and 
therefore her daughter must, at least, be entitled 
to the name of Belmont. 

Either there are circumstances in this affair at 
present incomprehensible, or else some strange 
and most atrocious fraud has been practised ; 
which of these two is the case it now behoves us 
to enquire. 

1\ly reluctance to this step gives way to my con-
'Viction of its propriety, eince the reputation of 
your dear and much injured mother must now be 
-either fully cleared from blemish, or receive its 
final and indelible wound. 

The public appearance of a daughter of eir 
.John Belmont will revive the remembrance of 
Miss Evelyn's story in all who have heard it,
who the mother w::..s will be universally dem:md
ed,-and if any other lady Belmont should be 
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named, the birth or my Evelina will receive a 
stigma, against which honour, truth, and inno
cence, may appeal in vain !-a stigma, which will 
eternally blast the fair fame of her virtuous mo
ther, and cast upon her blameless self the odium 
of a title, which not all her purity can rescue 
from established shame and dishonour. 

No, my dear child, no ; I will not quietly suffer 
the ashes of your mother to be treated with igno· 
miny! her spotless character shall be justified to 
the world-her marriage shall be acknowledged, 
and her child shall bear the name to which she is 
lawfully entitled. 

It is true that 1\lrs. :\1irvan would conduct this 
affair with more delicacy than Mrs. Selwyn, yet 
perhaps, to save time is of all considerations the 
most important, since the longer this mystery is 
suffered to continue, the more difficulty may be 
rendered its explanation. The sooner therefore 
you can set out for town, the less formidable will 
be your task. 

Let not your timidity, my dear love, depress 
your spirits; I shall, indeed, tremble for you at a 
meeting at once so singular and so affecting, yet 
there can be no doubt of the success of the ap
plication. I enclose a letter from your unhappy 
mother, written and reserved purposely for this 
occasion: l\lr~. Clinton too, who attended her in 
her last moments must accompany you to town. 
But, 'Without any other certificate of your Lirth 
than ·which you carry in your countenance, as it 
could not be affected by artifice so it cannot ad· 
mit of a doubt. ' 

.And now, my Evelina, committed at lcD!)th to 
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the care of your real paNot, receive the feneJlt 
prayers, wishes, and bleuinga of him who so fond
ly adopted you. 

May'st thou, 0 child of my bosom! may'st 
thou, in this change of situation, experience no 
change of disposition, but receive with humility, 
and support with meekness, the elention to which 
thou art rising. May thy manners, languaae and 
deportment, all evince that modest equanimity, 
and cheerful gratitude, which not merely deserve, 
but dignify prosperity. May'st thou, to the last 
moments of an umblemished life, retain thypnuine 
simplicity, thy singleness of heart, thy guileless 
sincerity. And may'st thou, stranger to ostent
ation, and superior to insoliJlce, with true great
ness of soul, shine forth conapicuous only in be
nevolence. 

(Enclosed in the preceding Letter.) 

Lady Belmont to Sir John Belmont. 
IN the firm hope that the moment of anguish 
which approaches will prove the period of my suf
ferings, once more I address myself to sir John 
Belmont, in beba.lf of the child, who, if it survives 
its mother, will hereafter be the bearer of this 
letter. 

yet in what terms,-0 most cruel of men l-
ean the lost Carolina addr~ss you, and not address 
you in vain ?-0, deaf to the voice of compassion 
-deaf to the stillg of truth-deaf to eve.,. tie of 
honour-say, in what terms may the lost Caroline 
address you, and not address you in vain P 

Sb.u J. call ,you b,y the loYed. the ~ 
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title or husband ?-No, you disclaim it !-the 
father of my infant ?-No, you doom it to infamy! 
-the lover who rescued me from a forced marri
age ?-No, you have yourself betrayed me !-the 
friend from whom I hoped succour and protection? 
-No, you have consigned me to misery and des· 
truction! 

0, hardened against every plea. of justice, re
morse, or pity! how, and in what manner, may I 
hope to move thee ? Is there one method I have 
left untried? remains there one resource unessay
ed? No! I have exhausted the bitterness of re
proach, and drained every slliice of compassion ! 

Hopeless, and almost desperate, twenty times 
have I flung nway my pen ;-but the feelings of a 
mother, a mother agonizing for the fate of her 
child, again animating my courage, as often as I 
have resumed it. 

Perhaps wl1Pn 1 am no more, when the measure 
of my woes is completed, and the still sihmt, un· 
reproaching dust has received my sad remains,
then, perhaps, when accusation is no longer to be 
feared, nor detection to be dreaded, the voice of 
equality, and the cry of nature may be hea.rd. 

Listen, 0 Belmont, to their dictates ! reprobate 
not your child, though you ha.ve reproba.ted its 
mother. The evils that are past, perhaps, when 
too late, you may regret that you have destroyed ; 
-you may think with horror of the deceptions you 
have practised, a.nd the pangs of remorse may fol
low me to the tomb :-0 Belmont, all my rc~cnt· 
ment softens into pity at the thought! what will 
becom~ of thee, good Heaven, when, with the e'e 
Qf pe1utence, thou reviewel.'t my past conduct ! 



Hear then, the solepm, the lut address, with 
which th •· unhappy Carolina will importune thee. 

1 f wht!u the time of thy contrition arrives,
for arrive it must! when the sense of thy treacheo~y 
shall rob thee of almost every other,-if then thy 
tortured heart shall sigh to expiate thy guilt,
mark the conditions upon which 1 leaTe thee my 
forgiveness. 

Thou knowset 1 am thy wife !-clear then to 
the world the reputation thou haat sullied, and re
ceive, as thy lawful success, the child who will 
present thee this, my dying request! 

The worthiest, the most benevolent, the best of 
men, to whose consoling kindness 1 own the lh
tle tranquillity l have been able to preserve, baa 
plighted me his faith, that upon no other condi· 
tions he will part with his helpless charge. 

Should'st thou, in the features of this deserted 
innocent, trace the resemblance of the wretched 
Caroline,-should ita face bear the marks of ita 
birth, and revive in thy memory the image of ita 
mother, wilt thou not, Belmont, wilt thou not 
therefore renounce it ?-0 babe o! my fondeat af· 
fection ! for whom already l experience all the 
tenderness of maternal pity ! look not like thy 
unfortunate mother,-lest the parent, whom the 
hand of death may spare, shall be snatched from 
thee by the more cruel means of unnatural anti .. 
pathy! 

1 can write no more. The smallabare of eeren• 
ity 1 have painfully acquired will not bear the 
shock of the dreadful ideas that crowd upon me. 

Adieu, -for ever ! 
2e 
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Yet, 0 !-shall 1 not, in this farewell, \Wa 
thou wilt not read till every stormy passion is ex• 
tinct, and tbe kind grave has embosomed all my 
sorrows,-shall l not offer to the man, once 1t0 
dear to me, a ray of consolation to those affections 
he has in reserve ? Suffer me, then, to tell thee, 
that my pity far exceeds my indignation,-that 1 
will pray for theo in my last moments, and tha~ 
the recollection of the love 1 once bore thee shall 
swallow up every other I 

Once more adieu ! 
CAROLINE BELMONT. 

Evelina to Rev. Mr. Villart. 
Oot. 6th. 

Now, my dearest sir, it the perturbation of m1 
spirit will allow me, I will finish my last lt~tter 
from Clifton-Hill. 

This-morning, though I did not go down s~ 
early, lord Orville was the only person in the pat
lour when I entered it. 1 felt no small conlnf .. 
at seeing him alone, after having so long a.ncleao
cessfully avoided such a meeting. As soon as th• 
usual compliments were over, I would ha""' le,l. 
the room, but he stopped me by saying, U I~ 
turb you, miss AD\·ille, I am gone. 

M, lord, said •I, rather embarrassed, 
JPean to stay. 

l lattered myself, cried he, I should haveW 
a moment's conversation with you. 

I the.n turn.ed back ; and he seemed himaeJI 
•.- ~rplexity ; but, after a abort paustt, y; 
Kt pod, 1114 lata~ iJlclqlp IJl'l ret\\td; 



ha'fe indeed, for some time past, moat ardently de
sired an opportunity of speaking to yeu. 

Again he paused; but I said nothing, so he went 
on. 

You allowed me, madam, a few days since, you 
allowed me to lay claim to your friendsbip,-to 
interest myself in your affairs,-to call you by the 
affectionate title of sister ;-and the honour you 
did me no man could have been more sensible of; 
I am ignorant, therefore, how I have been so un• 
fortunate as to forfeit it ;-but, at present, all is 
changed! you fly me, your averted eye shuns to 
meet mine, and you sedulously avoid my conversa
tion. 

I was extremely disconcerted at this grave, and 
hut too just accusation, and I am sure I must look 
very simple !-but I made my answer. 

You will not, I hope, continued he, condemn 
me unheard: if there is any thing I haTe neglect• 
ed,-tell me, I beseech you what, and it shall be 
the whole study of my thoughts how to deserve 
your pardon. 

0 my lord, cried I, penetrated at once with 
shame and gratitude, your too, too great polite
ness oppresses me ! you have done nothing,-1 
have never dreamt of offence ;-if there is an1 
pardon to be asked, it is rather for me, than for 
,-ou to ask it. 

You are all sweetness and condescension ! cried 
be, and I flatter myself you will again allow me to 
claim those titles which I find myself so unable to 
forego. Yet occupied as I am with an idea that 
gives me the greatest uneasiness, I hope you will 
DOt think impertinent, if !still solicit, still entreat 
JJ.a7 iiDplvro 10" 'o tell me, to w~~' ea1110 Jour 
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late sudden, and to me most painful, resent 
owing? 

Indeed, my lord, said I, stammering, I do.,.·t-
1 can't,-indeed, my lord,- -

I am sorry to distress you, said be, and asbaalecl 
to be so urgent,-yet 1 know not bow to beaa&li; 
fted while in ignorance,-and the time when the 
change happened makes me apprebend,-m&J r 
miss Anville, tell you what it makes me apPJ"'!! 
bend? 

Certainly, my lord. 
Tell me, then, and pardon & question moat 

essentially important to me !-Had, or bad not, 
sir Clement Willoughby any share in cauaiDg 
your inquietude ? 

No, my lord, answered I with firmness. none m 
the world. 

A thousand, thousand thanks, cried be: '011 
have relieved me from a weight of conjeot~ 
which I supported very painfully. But one tbiilg 
more : is it, in any measure, to sir Clement that I 
may attribute the alteration in your behaviour t4 
myself, which I could not but observe began tlie 
very day after his arrival at the Hot-wells P 

To sir Clement, my lord, said I, attribute bo• 
thing. He is the last man in the worlcl wh9. 
would have any influence over my conduct • 

.And will you then, restore me to that ahare_,gl 
oonftdence and favour With which you hoQO~ 
me b'efore be came • 

.l.ut then, to my great relief,-for I kne,r -* 
what to ay,-Mra. Beanmont opened the door, 
aad ill a few minutes we went to breaklaat. 

OnWo wu. .U pie*J: D.Ottr 414 1 
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him more liTely or more agreeable. Very apon 
after sir Clement Willougbby called to pay hi1 
respects, he said, to Mrs. Beaumont. I then 
came to my own room, where, indulging my re
flections, which now soothed and now alarmed 
me, I remained very quietly, till I received your 
most kind letter. 

0 sir, how sweet are the prayers you oft'er for 
your Evelina! how grateful to her are the bless• 
ings you pour upon her head !-You com~it me 
to my real parent,-Oh, guardian, friend, protec
tor of my youth,-by whom my helpless infancy 
was cheriahed, my mind formed, my very life pre• 
served,-you are the parent my heart acknow· 
ledges, and to you, do I 'VOW Elternal duty, grati• 
tude, and affection ! 

I look forward to the approaching interview 
with more fear than hope; but important as is 
this &object, I am just now wholly engrossed with 
another which I must hasten to communicate. 

I immediately acquainted Mrs. Selwyn with the 
purport of your letter. She was charmed to find 
your opinion agreed with her own, and settled 
that we should go down to-morrow morning: and 
a chaise is actually ordered to be here at one 
o'clock. 

She then desired me to pack up my clothes ? 
and said she must go herself to make speeches and 
~11 lies to :Mrs. Beaumont. 

When I went down stairs to dinner, lord Or• 
ville, who was still in excellent spirits, reproached 
me for secluding myself so much from the com• 
pany. He sat next me,-he would sit next me-
at table ; and he might, I am sure, repeat what 



.(06 EVELIN.A, 

he once said of me before, that he almost ex-
hausted himself in ft•uitless endeavours to enter- In 

tain me ;-for, indeed, I was not to be entertain-
ed: I was totally spiritless and dejected; the idea ar 
of the approaching meeting,-and 0 sir, the idea. 
of the 1.pproaching parting-, gave a heaviness to 
rny heart that I could neither conquer nor re
press. I even regretted the half explanation that 
had passed, and wished lord Orville had supported 
his own reserve, and suffered me to support mine. 

However, when, during dinner, :Mrs. Beaumont 
spoke of our journey, my gravity was no longer 
singular; clouds instantly overspread the counte
nance of lord Orville, and he became nearly as 
thoughtful and as silent as myself. 

\Ve all went together to the drawing-room. 
After a short and uninteresting conversation, Mrs. 
Sel wyn said she must prepare for her journey, and 
begged me to see for some books she had left in 
the parlour. 

And here, while I was looking for them, I was 
followed by lord Orville. lie shut the door after 
he came in, and, approaching me with a look of 
anxiety, said, is it true, miss Anville? are you 
going? 

I believe so, my lord, said I, still looking for 
the books. 

So suddenly, so unexpectedly must I lose you? 
No great loss, my lord, cried I, endeavouring to 

speak cheerfully. 
It is impossible, said he gravely, miss Anville 

can doubt my sincerity? 
I can't imagine, cried I, what Mrs. Selwyn has 

dQne with these books. 
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Would to Heaven, continued he, I might flatter 
myself you would allow me to proYe it ! 

I must run up stairs, cried l, greatly confused, 
and ask what she has done with them. 

You ar~ going, then, cried he, taking my hand, 
and you give me not the smallest hope of your 
return ! -will you not, then, my too lo,·ely friend! 
-will you not, at least, teach me, with fortitude 
like your own, to S!lpport your absence? 

:\Iy lord, cried 1, ende:wouring to disengage my 
band, pray let me go ! 

I will, cried be, to my inexpressible confusion, 
dropping on one knee, if you wish to leave me! 

0, my lord, exclaimed I, rise, I beseech you, 
rise !-such a posture to me !-surely your lord
ship is not so cruel as to mock me! 

1\lock you! repeated he earnestly, no! I revere 
you ! I esteem and I admire you above all human 
beings, you are the friend to whom my soul is 
attached as to its better half! you are the most 
amiable, the most perfect of women ; and you are 
dearcr to me than language has the power of 
telling. 

I attempt not to describe my sensations at that 
moment; I scarce Lreathed; I doubted if I exist
ed,-the hlood forsook my cheeks, and my feet 
refused to sustain me ; lord Orville, hastily rising, 
supported me to a chair, upon which I sank al-
most lifeless. 

For a f<;w minutes neither of us spoke; and 
then, seeing roe recover, lord Orville, though in 
terms hardly articulate, ~ntreated my pardon for 
bis abruptness. The moment my strength re· 
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turned, I attempted to rise, but he wou),f 
permit me. 

I cannot write the scene that followed, thowsJa 
every word is engraven on my heart; bQt hil 
protestations, his expressions, were too ftatterlag 
for repetition: nor would he, in spite of my ~ 
peated efforts to leave him, suffer me to e&eap8f 
-in short, my dear sir, I was not proof &«aiDe& 
his solicitations-and he drew from me the aaa 
sacred secret of my heart. 

I know not how long we were together: .,._, 
lord Orville was upon his knees, when the dCier 
was opened by Mrs. Selwyn !-To tell you, lif, 
the shame with which I was overwhelmed wellld 
be impossible •-I snatched my hand from 101!4 
Orville,-he, too, started and rose, and Mrs. W• 
wyn, for some moments, stood facing ua boltl in 
silence. 

At last ' My lord,' aaid she, ll&l'CUtioaUy, ' b.Jve 
you been so good as to help miss An"rille &o lo* 
for my books? 

Yes, madam, answered be, attempting to ...U,, 
and I hope we shall soon be able to find them. 

Your lordship is extremely kind, said she drily, 
but I can by no means consent h take up AllJ 
more of your time. Then looking on tile window 
aeat, abe presently found the boc;ks, and ....._ 
<fo~e. here are just three, and so, like thw •~ 
?Mts in the Drummer, this impoft&nt aifair rmaJ 

emplOJIHilt to us all. She then praea$8Cl 
(me of "-m to lord Or•ille, another to me, aod 
~ • tblrd hel'll81t, with a mOBt prtm)Jdoa 
lqpkuM~ft U1e 1'00111. 

110Wcl instantly h&Ye fo)J.owed bar; bat Jllrd 



()rville, who could not help laughing, begged me 
to stay a minute, as he had many important 
matters to discuss. 

No indeed, my lord, I cannot,-Perhaps I have 
already staid too long. 

Does miss Anville so soon repent her good· 
ness? 

1 scarce know what I do, my lord,-! am quite 
bewildered! 

One hour's conversation, cried he, will, I hope, 
compose your spirits, and confirm my happiness. 
When, then, may I hope to see you alone?
shall you walk in the garden to-morrow before 
breakfast? 

No, no, my lord ; you must not, a second time, 
reproach me with making an a,ppointment. 

Do you then, said he, laughing, reserve that 
honour only for Mr. Macartney? 

Mr. Macartney, said I, is poor, and thinks 
himself obliged to me ; otherwise-

Poverty, cried he, I will not plead; but if be• 
ing obliged to you has any weigllt, who shall dis· 
pute my title to an appointment? 

My lord, I can stay no longer,-Mrs. Selwyn 
will lose all patience. 

Deprive her not of the pleasure of her conjec .. 
tzwes,-but tell me, are you under Mre. Selwyn's 
care? 

Only for the present, my lord. 
Not a few are the questions I have to ask miss 

Anville; among them the most important is, whe· 
tber she depends wholly upon herself, or whether 
there is any other person for whose interest I 
must solicit ? 
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I hardly know, my lord, I hardly know m)'lelf 
to whom I most belong. 

Suffer, suffer me, then, cried he, with warmth, 
to hasten the time when that shall no longer ad· 
mit a doubt !-when your grateful Orville may 
call you all his own ! 

At length, but with difficulty, I broke from him, 
I went, however, to my own room, for I was too 
much agitated to follow Mrs. Selwyn. Good God, 
my dear, sir, what a scene ! surely the meeting 
for which I shall prepare to-morrow cannot so 
greatly affect me ! To be loved by lord Or ille, 
-to be the honoured choice of his noble heart, 
my happiness seemed too infinite to be borne, and 
I wept, even bitterly I wept, from the e:x:ceu ot 
joy which overpowered me. 

In this state of almost painful felicity I con
tinued till I was summoned to tea. When I :re
entered the drawing room, I rejoiced to find it 
f12ll of company, as the confusion with wbicla I 
met lord Orville was rendered the less observable. 

Adieu, most dear sir. I will write again wU. 
I arrive at London. 

Evelina in Oo1~tinuation. 
Clifton, Oct, 7th, 

You will see, my dear sir, that I was mistaken in 
auppOiing I should write no more from this place, 
where my reaidence now seems more uaoertaia 
than ever. 

Tlaie JDorning, during breakfast, lord Onille 
took ad':'Opportunity to ~g me, in a low "Yoice, to 
alloW Jdm a ~t'l OODltnaUOD befort 1 left 
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Clifton; May I hope, added he, that you will stroll 
into the garden after breakfast ! 

I made no answer, but 1 believe my looks gave 
no denial: for, indeed, I much wished to he satis
fied concerning the letter. The moment, there
fore, that I could quit the parlour, I ran up stairs 
for my calash; but before l reache<.l my room, 
:Mrs. Selwyn called after me, If you are going to 
walk, Miss Anville, be so good as to bid Jenny 
bring down my bat, and I'll accompany you. 

Very much disconcerted, I turned into the draw
ing room, without making any answer, and there 
I hoped to wait unseen, till she had otherwise dis
po ed of herself. But in a few minutes the door 
opened, and sir Clement '\Yilloughby entered. 

Starting at the sight of him in rising hastily, I 
let drop the letter which I had brought for lord 
Orville's inspection, and, before I could recover it, 
sir Clement, springing forward, had it in his hand. 
He was just presenting it to me, and, at the same 
time, inquiring after my health, when the signa· 
ture caught his eye, and he read aloud' Orville.' 

I endeavoured eagerly to snatch it from him, 
but he would not permit me; and, holding it fast, 
in a passionate manner exclaimed, Good God, miss 
.Anville, is it possible you can value such a letter 

as this? 
The question surprised and confounded me, and 

I was too much ashamed to answer him; but find· 
ing he made an attempt to secure it, I prevented 
him, and vPht:mently demanded him to return it. 

Tell m9 first, said he, holding it above my reach, 
tell me if you have since received any more letters 
from the same pereon ? 





would have run out of the room ; but he oaught 
hold of my gown, and cried, Not yet, not yet must 
you go ! I am but half mad yet, and you must 
stay to finish your work. Tell me, therefore, does 
Orville know your fatal partialityP-Bay yes, added 
he, trembling with passion, and I will By you for 
eyer. 

For Heaven's sake, sir clement, cried I, release 
me !-if you do not, you will force me to call for 
help. 

Call then, cried he, inexorable and most un-
feeling girl ; call, if you please, and bid all the 
world witness your triumph; but could ten worlds 
obey your call, I would not part from you till you 
had answered me. Tell me, then, does Onille 
know you love him P 

At any other time, any inquiry so gross would 
have given me inexpressible confusion; but now, 
the wildness of his manner terrified me, and I 
only said, 'Vhatever you wish to know, sir Cle
ment, I entreat you to let me go! 

Enough, cried he; I understand you !-the art 
of Or rill& ba.s prevailed ;-cold, inanimate, phleg
matic as he is, you have rendered him tbe moat 
envied of men !-One thing more, and 1 have 
done :-Will he marry you P 

What a question ! my cheeks glowed with in-
dignation, and I felt too proud to make any 
answer. 

] see, I see how it is, cri~tl he, after a abort 
pause, and I find I am undone for ever! Then 
letting loose my gown, be put his band to his fore• 
bead, and walked np and down the room in a 
llut1 and agitated manner. 
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Though now at liberty to go, I had not the 
courage to leave him: for his evident distrel8 ex
cited all my compassion. And this was our situ .. 
ation, when lady Louisa, Mr. Coverley, and Mrs. 
Beaumont entered the room. 

Sir Clement Willoughby, said the latter, I beJ 
pardon for making you wait so long, but,-

She bad not time for another word ; sir Clement 
teo much disordered to know or care what he did, 
snatched up his hat, and brushing hastily put her, 
flew down stairs and out of the house. 

And with him went my sincerest pity. though I 
earnestly hope I shall see him no more. But what, 
my dearest sir, am I to conclude from his strange 
speeches ~oncerning the letter? Does it not seem 
as if he was himself the author or it ? How else 
should he be so well acquainted with the contempt 
it merits? Neither do I know another human 
being who could serve any interest by such a d.., 
ception. 

I remember, too, that just as I had given m1 
own letter to the maid, sir Clement came into the 
shop: probably he prt-Tailed upon her, by IIOID& 
bribery, to give it to him ; and afterwards, by the 
same means, to deliver to me an answer of m. 
own writing. Indeed 1 can in no other malllld 
account for this affair. 0, sir Clement, were yoa. 
not yourselfunhappy, I know not how I cou14 
pardon an artifice that has caused me so much 
uneasineu! 

Hia abrupt departure occasioned a kind ol 
general consternation. 

Yery exsraonUnary behaliour this l cried Kl'l'. 
Bea1mlont. 



Egad, said Mr. Coverley, the baronet hasa mlnd 
to tip us a totMh of the heroics this morning ! 

I declare, cried Lady Louisa, I never saw any 
thing so monstrous in my life! it's quite abomina
ble ;-I fancy the man's mad ;-I'm sure he has 
given me a shocking fright. 

Just then a servant brought LadyLouisa a note 
upon a waiter, which is a ceremony always used to 
her Iadyship ; and I took the opportunity of this 
interruption to the conversation to steal out of the 
room. 

I went immediately to the parlour, which I 
found quite empty ; for I did not dare walk in the 
garden after what Mrs. Selwyn had said. 

In a few minutes a servant announced Mr. 
Macartney; saying, as he entered the room, that 
he would acquaint lord Orville he was there. 

Mr. Macartney rejoiced much that he was alone 
He told me he had taken the liberty to inquire for 
lord Orville, by way of pretext for coming to the 
house. 

I then very eagerly inquired if be 'had seen his 
f~ther. 

I have, madam, said he, and the generous com• 
passion you have shown made me hasten to ac
quaint you, that, uponnreading my unhappy m~ 
ther's letter, he did not hesitate to acknowledge 
me. 

Good God, cried I, with no little emotion, how 
similar are our circumstances I And did he receive 
you kindly? 

I could not, madam, expect that he would; the 
cruel transaction which obliged me to fily Paris 
waa recent in his memory. 
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And,-have you seen the young lady ? 
No, madam, said he mournfully ; I was 

her sight. 
Forbid her sight !-and why? 
Partly, perhaps, from prudence,-and partly 

from the remains of a resentment which will not 
easily subside. I only requested leave to acquaint 
her with my relationship, and be allowed to call 
her sister ; but it was denied me ! you have no 
sister, said sir John ; yo1~ m1tst forget her existence. 
Hard and vain command ! 

You have-you have a sister! cried I, from an 
impulse of pity which I could not repress ; a sis
ter who is most warmly interested in your welfare, 
and who only wants opportunity to manifest her 
friendship and regard. 

Gracious Heaven ! cried he, what does miss 
Anville mean ? 

Anville, said I, is not my real name ; sir John 
Belmont is my father, he is yours,-and I am your 
sister!-You see, therefore. the claim we mutually 
have to each other's regard :, we are not merely 
bound by the ties of friendship, but by those of 
blood. I feel for you, already, :.U the affections 
of a sister ; I felt it indeed before I knew I was 
one.-·why, my dear brother, do you not speak? 
-do you hesitate to acknowledge me ? 

I am so lost in astonishment, cried he, that I 
know not if I hear right! 

I baYe, then, found a brother, cried I holding 
out my band, and he will not own me ! 

Own you !-0, madam, cried he, accepting my 
oflered hanu, is it indeed possible you can own 
me /-a poor, wretched adventurer! who so latel3 
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had no support but from your generosity ?-whom 
benevolence snatched from utter destruction. 

you,-0, madam, can you, indeed, and 
ut a blush, condescend to own such an out

for a brother ! 
forbear, forbear, cried I ; i11 this language 
r for a sister? are we not reciprocally bound 

other?-Will you not suffer me to expect 
you all the good offices in your power -But 

I me where is your father at present? 
At the Hot-wells, madam ; l1e nrrive'l there 

• .,, .... t .... rl"" morning. 
I would have proceedc(l with further questions, 
t the entrance of lord Orville prevented me. 

moment he saw us, he started, and would have 
d; but, drawing my hand from .Mr. Ma
's, I pegged him to come in. 

few moments we were all silent, and, I 
all in equal confusion. Mr. Macartney ' 

•o'w~tver. recollecting himself, said, I hope your 
will forgive the libel."ty I have taken in 

use of your name. 
Orville, rather coldly, bowed, but said no-

we were all silent, and then Mr. Macart
took leave. 
fancy, said lord Orville, when be was gone, 

have shortened Mr. Macartney's visit? 
No, my lord, not at aJI. 
I had presumed, said he, with some hesitation 

Id have seen miss Anville in the garden ;
ew not she was so much better engaged. 

·,.:.alt!J~Dre l could answer, a servant came to tell 
2 D 
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me the chaise was ready, and that Mrs. Selwyn kin 
was inquiring for me. De) 

I will wait on her immediately, cried 1, and I 
away l was running: hut lord Orville, stopping sm· 
me, said, with great emotion, is it thus, miss An-
ville, you leave me? eo 

My brd, cried I, how can 1 help it ?-perhaps 
soon some better opportunity may offer. th 

Good Heaven ! cried he, do you indeed take me sh 
for a stoic! ·what better opportunity may l hope 
for ?-is not tbe chaise come? are you not going ? sh 
have you even deigned to tell me whither ? 

My journey, my lot·d, will now be deferred. 
1\Ir. Macartney, said he gravely, seems to haYe 
great influence ;-yet he is a very young counsel
lor. 

1s it possible, my lord, Mr. 1\iacartney can give 
you the least uneasiness? 

~Iy dearest :l\Iiss Anville, said he, taking my 
hand, l see, and l adore the purity of your mind, 
superior as it is to all little arts, and all appre
hensions of suspicion ; and l should do myself, as 
well as you, injustice, if l were capable of har
bouring the smallest doubts of that goodness 
which makes you mine for eYer ; nevertheless, 
pardon me, if I own myself surprised,-na.y, 
alarmed, at these frequent meetings with so young 
a man as Mr. Macartney. 

~Iy lord, cried 1, eager to clear myself, l\Ir, 
1\Ia.ca.rtncy is my brother. 

Your brother ! you amaze me ;-'\Yhat strange 
mystery, then, makes his relationship a secret? 

Just then Mrs. l::ielwyn opened the door. 0, 
you are here! cried she :-Pray, is my lord so 
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kind as to assist you in preparing for your jour
ney, or in retarding it? 

I should be most happy, said Lord Orville, 
smiling, if it were in my power to do the latter. 

1 then acquainted her with Mr. Macartney's 
communication. 

She immediately ordered the chaiee away: and 
then took me into her own room to consider what 
should be done. 

A few minutes sufficed to determine her; and 
she wrote the following note : 

To Sir JoM~ Belmont, bart. 
Mrs. Selwyn presents her cowpliments to sir 

obn Belmont ; and, if he is at leisure, will be 
glad to wait on him this morning, upon business 
of importance. 

She then ordered her man to inquire at the 
mp-room for a direction 0 and went herself to 
logise for deferring her journey. 

An answer was presently returned, that he 
would be glad to see her. 

She would have me immediately accompany her 
her to the Bot-wells; but I entreated her to spare 
me the distress of so abrupt an introduction, and 
to pave the way for my reception. She consented 
rather reluctantly, and, attended only by her ser
vant, walked to the Wells. 

She was not absent two hours: yet so misera
did time seem to linger, that I thought a thou

accidents had happened, and feared she 
never return. I passed the whole night in 

own room, for I was too much ~itated eveq 
oonYerse with lord Orville. 
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The instant that, from my window, I Dl( 

returning, I flew down stairs, and met her-in tht' 
garden. 

We both walked to the harbour. 
Her looks, in which disappointment and anger 

were expressed, presently announced to me tbe 
failure of her embassy. Fmding that she did not 
speak, I asked her, in a faltering voice, whethe• 
or not I had a father? 

You have not, my dear, said she, abruptl7. 
Very well, madam, said I with tolerable calm.

ness ; let the chaise then be ordered again ;
will go to Berry Hill ;-and there, I trust I ab 
still find one ! 

It was some time ere she could give, or I coul& 
hear, the account of her visit; and tht'n she re-
lated it in a hasty manner ; yet I believe I can 
recollect every word. 

I found sir John alone. He received me with. 
the utmost politeness. I did not keep him a fDOot, 
ment in suspense as to the purport of my 'rillit. 
But I had no sooner made it known, than, withft 
aupercilious smile, he said, And have you, madaJaw, 
been prevailed upon to revive that ridieulo'UJ 
old story ? Ridiculous, I then told him, ... 
a term which be would 6nd no one else do hiiil 
the favour to make use of in speaking of the 'hCIIPoi 
rible actions belonging to the old story he made 
10 light of ; actions, continued I. whleh would 
dye etill deeper the black annale of N.-o or C&li· 
gala. Be attempted in vain to Pally: fo't" l pnnlll., 
eel him with all the severity in my powet, and 
o,ea-.1 not painting the eno~ityof his orime tilt 1--. hila to tg, quick, IUld, ia ••ce of 
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aion and impatience, he said, No more, madam, 
-this is not a subject upon which I need a moni• 
tor. Make then, cried I, the only reparation in 
your power.-Your daughter is now at Clifton; 
send fo:- her hither; and, in the face of the world, 
proclaim the legitimacy of her birth, and clear 
the reputation of your injured wife. Madam, said 

you are much mistaken if you suppose I wait· 
for the honour of this visit l;lefore I did what 

justice now depends upou me, to the memo· 
ry of that unfortunate woman: her daughter has 
been my care from her infancy; I have taken her 
into my house; she bears my name; and she will 
be my sole heiress.-For some time this assertion 
appeared so absurd, that I only laughed at it: but 

last he assured me I had myself been imposed 
pon; for that the very woman who attended lady 

Belmont in her last illness, conveyed the child to 
him while he was in London, bef<Jre she was a 

old. Unwilling, he added, at that time to 
l c:ontirJill the rumour of my being married, I sent 

woman with the child to France: as soon as 
was old enough, I put her into a convent, 

she has been properly educated, and now 
taken her home. I have acknowledged her 

my lawful child, and paid, at length, to the 
• 1'1ri<PI1nn••v of her unhappy mother a tribute of fame 

has made me wish to bide myself hereafter 
I the world. He then rung his bell; and, 

IJinquiJnng if his hair dresser was come said he was 
to leave me ; but that, if I would favour 

with my company to-morrow, he would do 
- .:-•aA1' the honour of introducing Miss Belmonc 

me, instead oftroubling me to introduce her to 
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him. I rose in great indignation; and nssunng 
him I would make his conduct as public as it was 
infamous-! left the house. 

Good Heaven, how strange the recital, how in
comprehensive an affair! The l\Iiss Belmont, then, 
who is actually at Bristol, passes for the daughter 
of my unhappy mother!- passes, in short, for 
your Evelina! \Vho she can be, or what this tale 
can mean, I have not any idea. 

~lrs. Selwyn soon after left me to my own re
flections. Indeed they were not very pleasant. 
Quietly as I had borne her relation, the moment 
1 was alone 1 felt most bitterly both the disgrace 
and sorrow of a rejection so cruelly inexplicable. 

Soon after L<lrd Orville wa3 announced and 
seeing my distress, he endeavoured by all the 
means in his power to soothe it. 

Oh, my lord. cried 1, your generosity over
powers me! And 1 wept like an infant. For 
now, that all my hopes of being acknowledged 
seemed finally crushed, I felt the nobleness of 
his disinterested regard so forcibly, that 1 could 
scarce breathe under the weight of gratitude 
which oppressed me. 

He seemed greatly shocked; and, in terms the 
most flattering, the most respectfully tender, he 
at once soothed my distress, and urged me to tell 
him its cause. 

My lord, said l, when 1 was ahle to speak, you 
little know what an outcast you have honoured 
:with Y.our choice ! -a child of bounty,-an orphan 
from mfancy,-depcndent, even for subsistence 
upon the kindnes~ of compassion !-Rejected by 
m,y natural friends,-disowned for ever by my 
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nearest ·relation, -0, my lord, 10 circumstanced, 
can I deserve the distinction with which you bo-o 
nour me ? No, no ; I feel the inequality too 
painfully ;-you must leave me, my lord ; you 
must suffer me to return to obscurity ; and there, 
in the bosom of my first, best, my only friend,-I 
will pour forth all the gri~f of my heart !-while 
you, my lord, must seek elsewhere-

! could not proceed ; my whole soul recoiled 
against the charge I would have given, and my 
voice refused to utter it. 

Never! cried he, warmly; my heart is yours, 
and I swear to you an attachment eternal ! -You 
prepare me, indeed, for a tale of horror, and I am 
almost breathless with expectation ;-but so firm 
is my conviction, that whatever are your misfor
tunes, to have merited them is not of the number, 
that I feel myself more strongly, more invincibly 
devoted to you than ever !-Tell me but where I 
may find this noble friend, whose virtues you have 
already taught me to reverence,-and I will fly 
to obtain his consent and intercession, that hence
forward our fates may be indissolubly united 1 
and then shall it be the Role study of my life to 
endeavour to soften your past, and guard you 
from future misfortunes. 

I bad just raised my eyes to answer this most 
generous of men, when the first object they met 
was Mrs. Selwyn. 

So, my dear, cried she, what still courting the 
rural shades !-I thought ere now you would 
have been satiated with this retired seat, and I 
have been seeking you all over the house. But 
1 4nd the onl;y way to meet with you,-is to in~ 
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quire for lord O"ille. Howner, don't let me 
disturb your meditations; you are po88ibly P'b• 
ning some pastoral dialogue. 

And, with this provoking speech she walked on. 
In the greatest confusion I was quitting the ar

bour, whrn lord Orville said, Permit me to follow 
Mrs. Selwyn ;-it is time to put an end to allim
pertbumt conjectures; will you allow me to speak 
to her openly ? 

r assented in silence, and he left me. 
I then went to my own room, where I continu

ed till I was summoned to dinner; af~er which, 
l\lrs. Selwyn invited ~e to hers. 

Evelina in continuation. 

Oct. 9. 
I COULB not write yesterday, so violent wai the 
agitation of' my mind ;-but 1 will not now lose a 
moment till I have hastened to give my best t~ 
an account of the transactions of a day 1 can n 
recollect without emotion. 

Mrs. Selwyn determined upon '!ending no m• 
sage, Lest, said she, sir John, fatigued with tbe 
very idea of my reproaches, should endeavoul' to 
avoid a meetmg. He cannot but see who you 
whether he will do you justice or not. 

We went early, and in Mrs. Beaumont's chariot; 
into which lord Orville, uttering words of dlJ 
kindeat encouragement, handed us both. 

My uneasinesa during the ride was exeeui\'f; 
~ut when we stopped at the door I was ~m<»*& 
•uelesa with terror! tbe meetinr at last wuiiel 
~ul u at &ha& momen' I I believe I WU 



425 

camed into the house; but 1 scarce recollect 
what was done 'Witti me: however, l know we 
remained some time in the parlour before Mrs. 
Se I wyn could send any message up stairs. 

When 1 was somewhat recovered, I entreated 
her to let me return home, assuring her I felt 
myself quite unequal to supporting the interview. 

No, said she; you must stay now; your fears 
will but gain strength by delay: and we must not 
have such a shock as this repeated. Then, turning 
to the servant, she sent up her name. 

An answer was brought that he was going out 
in great haRte, but would attend her immediately 
I turned so sick, that Mrs. Selwyn was apprehen
sive I should have fainted; and opening a door 
which led to an inner apartment, she begged me 
to wait there till I was somewhat composed, and 
till she had prepared for my reception. 

Glad of every moment's reprieve, I willingly 
agreed to the proposal; and Mrs. Selwyn bad but 
just time to shut me in before her p!'etence was 
necessary. 

The voice of ajathcr-0, dear and reverend 
name!-which then, for the first time, struck my 
ears, affected me in a manner I cannot describe, 
though it was only employed in giving orders to a 
servant as he came down stairs. 

Then entering the parlour, I heard him say, I 
am sorry, madam, I made you wait; but I have 
an engagement which now calls me away: bow
ever, if you have any commands for me-, I shall 
be glad of the honour of your commands some 
other time. 
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I am come, sir, said Mrs. Selwyn, to introduce 
your daughter to you. 

I am infinitely obliged to you, answered he; 
hut I have just bad the satisfaction of breakfasting 
with her. Ma'am, your most obedient. 

You refuse, then, to see her? 
I am much indebted to you, madam, for this 

desire of increasing my family; but you must ex
cuse me if I decline taking advantage ofit. I 
have already a daughter, to whom I owe every 
thing, and it is not three days since that I bad 
the pleasure of discovering a son, how many more 
sons and daughters maJ be brought to me I am 
yet to learn: but I am already perfectly satisfied 
with the size of my family. 

Had you a thousand children, sir John, said 
Mrs. Selwyn, warmly, this only one, of which 
lady Belmont was the mother, ought to be most 
distinguished; and, far from avoiding her sight, 
you should thank your stars, in humble gratitude, 
that there yet remains in your power the smallest 
opportunity of doing the injured wife you have 
destroyed, the poor justice of acknowledging her 
child! 

I am very unwilling, madam, answered he, tG 
enter into any discussion of this point; but you 
are determined to compel me to speak. There 
Jives not at this time the human being who ahould 
talk to me of the regret due to the memory ot 
that ill-fated woman : no one can feel it so severely 
as myself; but let me, nevertheless, assure you, 
I have done all that remained in my power to 
prove the respect she meriterl from me; her child 
I ba..e educated, and owned for m7la.wful heiresl i 
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if, madam, you can suggest to me any other means 
hy which I m:~.y more fully do her justice, and 
more clearly manifest her innocence, name them 
to me; and though they should wound my char
acter still deeper, 1 will perform them readily. 

All this sounds vastly well, returned l\Irs. Sel
wyn; but I must own it is rather too enigmatical 
for my faculties of comprehension. You can how
ever, have no objection to seein~ this young lady? 

None in the wo't'ld. 
Come forth, then, my dear, cried she, opening 

the door; come forth and see your father I Then 
taking my trembling band, she led me forward. I 
would have withdrawn it and retreated; but, as 
be advanced instantly towards me, I found myself 
already before him. 

'V hat a moment for your Evelina!-an involun-
tary scream escaped me, and, covering my face 
with my hands, I sunk on the floor. 

He had, however, seen me first; for in a voice 
scarce articulate, he exclaimed, My God: does 
Caroline Evelyn still live! 

1\Irs. Selwyn said something, but I could not 
listen to her; and in a few minutes he added, Lift 
up thy head-if my sight has not blasted thee!
lift up thy bead, thou image of my long lost Car-
olinc! 

Affected beyond measure, I bad arose, and em· 
braced his knees while yet on my own. 

Yes, yes, cried be, looking earnestly in my face, 
I see, I soe thou art her child! she Jiv(ls-she 
breathes,-she is present to my view!-0 God, 
that she indeed lhed:-Go, child, go, added he, 
wildly starting, and pushing me from him: takl) 
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her away, madam,-1 cannot bear to look at her 1 
and then, breaking hastily from .. me, be rushed 
out of the room. 

Speechless, motionless myself. 1 attempted not 
to stop him: but 1\irs. Selwyn, hastening after 
him, caught holu of his arm: Leave me, madam, 
cried he, with quickness, and take care of the 
poor child:-bid her not think me unkind: tell 
her, I would at thi!l moment plunge a dagger in 
my heart to serve her: but she has set my brain 
on fire; and I can see her no more! then with a 
violence almost frantic, he ran up stairs. 

0 sir, had I not indeed cause to dread this in
terview?-an interview so unspeakl1bly painful 
and afflicting to us both! Mrs. Selwyn would 
have immediately return to Clifton; but I entreat
ed her to wait some time, in the hope that my un
happy father, when his first emotion was over, 
would again bear me in his sight. However, be 
soon after sent his servant to inquire how I did; 
and to tell l\1:1-s. Selwyn he was much indisposed, 
but would hope for the honour of seeing her to
morrow at any time she would please to appoint. 

She fixed upon ten o'clock in the morning; and 
then, with a heavy heart, I got into the chariot. 
Tho£e afflicting words, I can see her no more! 
were never a moment absent from my mind. 

Yet the sight of lord Orville, who handed us 
from the carriage, gave some relief to the sadness 
of my thoughts. I could not, however, enter upon 
the' painful subject; but begging Mrs. Selwyn to 
satisfy him, I went to my own room. 

As soon as I communicated to the good Mra. 
Clb:lton the present situation of my aft'airs, an idea 
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occurred to her which seemed to clear up all the 
mystery of my having been so long disowned. 

The woman, she says, who attended my ever to
be re~retted mother in her last illness, and who 
nuro:;ed me tho first four months of my life, soon 
after being discharged from your house left Berry
bill entirely with her bab.v, who was but six weeks 
older than myself. l\Irs. Clinton remembers, that 
her quitting the place appeared at the time \"Cry 
extraordinary to the neighbours; but, as she was 
never heard of afterwards, she was by degrees 
quite forgo ten. 

The moment this was mentioned, it struck Mrs. 
Sclwyn, as well as ~Irs. Clinton herself, that my 
father had been imposed upon; and that the nurse 
who said she had brought his child to him, had, in 
fact carried her own. 

The name by which I was known, the secrecy 
observed in regard to my family, and the retire
ment in which I lived, all con~pirecl to render this 
scheme, however daring and frJ.urlulcnt, by no 
me :ms impracticable; and in short, the idea was no 
sooner started, than conviction seemed to follow it. 

Mrs. Sel wyn determined immediately to dis
cover the truth or mistake of this conjecture: 
therefore, the moment she had dinerl, she walked 
to the hot-wells, attended hy )lrs Clinton. 

I waited in my room till her return ; and then 
beard the following account of her visit. 

She found ruy poor father in great agitation. 
She immediately \nformed him of the occasion of 
bet• so speedy return, and of her suspicions of the 
woman who had pretended to convey to him his 
child. Interrupting her with quickness, he said ho 
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had just sent her from his presence; that the cer~ 
tainty I carried in my countenance of my real 
birth, made him, the moment he had rccoverc<l 
from a surprise which had almost deprived him of 
reason, suspect, himself, the imposition she men
tioned. He had therefore sent for the woman, 
and questioned her with the utmost austerity: 
she turned pale, and was extremely embarrassed; 
but still she persisted in affirming, tba.t she had 
really brought him the daughter of lady Belmont. 
His perplexity, be said, almo<;t distracted him: 
be had always observed, that his daughter bore 
no resemblance to either of her parents: but as 
had never doubted the veracity of the nurse, the 
circumstance did not give birth to any suspicion. 

At ),frs. Selwyn's desire the woman was again 
called and interrogated with equal art and severi
ty: her conf•1sion was evident, and her answers 
often contradictory; yet she still declared she was 
no impostor. 'Ve will see that in a minute, said 
Mrs. Selwyn ; and then desired 1\lrs. Clinton 
might be called up stairs. The poor wretch, 
changing colour, would have escaped out of the 
room; but being pre'"ented, dropped on her knees, 
and implored forgiveness. A confession of the 
whole affair was then extorted from her. 

Doubtless, my dear sir,you must remember dame 
Green, who was my first nurse. The deceit she 
has practised was suggested, she says, by a com·er
sation .she overheard; in which my unhappy mo
ther besought you, that if her child survived her, 
you would take the sole care of her education; and, 
in particular, if it should be a female, you would 
by no means part with her in early life. You not 
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only consented, ebe says, but assured her you 
would even retire abroad with me yourself, if my 
father should importunely demand me. Her own 
child, she said, was then in her arms, and she could 
not forbear wishing it were possible to give her the 
fortune whieh seemed so little valued for me. 
This wish once raised was not easily suppressed; 
on the contrary, what at first appeared a mere 
idle desire, in a short time appeared 'a feasible 
scheme. Her husband was dead, and she had 
little regard for any body hut her child : and, in 
short, baYing saved money for the journey, she 
contrived to inquire a direction to my father ; and 
telling her neighbours she was going to settle in 
Devonshire, sl•e set out on her expedition. 

\Vhen Mrs. Selwyn asked her how she dared per
petrate such a fraud, she protested she had no ill 
design ; but that, as miss woultl never be the worse 
for it, she thought it a pity nobody should be the 
better. 

Her success we are already acquainted with. 
Indeed, every thing seemed to contribute towards 
it ; my father had no correspondent at Berry Hill; 
the child was instantly sent to France; where be
ing brought up in as much retirement as myself, 
nothing but accident could discover the fraud. 

And here let me indulge myself in observing, 
and rejoicing to observe, that the total neglect I 
thought I met with was not the effect of of insen• 
sibility, or unkindness, but of imposition and er
ror ; and that, at the very time we concluded I 
was was naturally rejected, my deluded father 
meant to show me most favour and protection. 

He acknowledges that lady Howard's letter 
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flung him into some perplexity ; he immediate11 
communicated it to dame Green, who confessed it 
was the greateRt shock she had ever received 
her life; yet she bad the art and boldness to as• 
sert that lady Ho ward must herself have been de
ceived ; and as she had, from the beginning of her 
enterprise, declared she had stolen away the child 
without your knowledge, he concluded that some 
deceit was then intended him: and this tho11gbt 
occasioned his abrupt answer. 

Dame Green owned, that, from the moment tbe 
journey to England was settled, she gave herselt 
up for lost. All her hope was to have had her 
daughter married before it took place ; for which 
reason she had so much promoted Mr. Macartney'l 
addresses; for though such a match was inadequate 
to the pretensions of Miss Belmcnt, she well 
knew it was far superior to those her daughter 
could form after the discovery of her birth. 

1\'Iy first inquiry was, if this innocent daughter 
was yet acquainted with this affair? No, Mrs. 
Sel wyn said ; nor was any plan settled how to di· 
vulge it to her. Poor unfortunate girl! how 
ltard is her fate ! She is entitled to my kindest 
offices, and I shall always consider her as my ai.
ter. 

I then asked whether my father would again 
allow me to see him? 

Why, no, my dear, not yet, answered she; he 
declares the light of you 1s too much for him; 
howevet, we are to aettle every thing concerning 
you to-morrow ; for this woman teok np all oar 
time to-day. 

TJUa *Doming, therefore, ahe is again gone to 
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e Hot-wells. I am waiting io all impatience 
her return; bnt, as I know you will beans.

for the account this letter contains, I will 
delay sending it. 

Evelina in continuation. 
October 9. 

agitated, my dear sir, is the present life of 
Evelina ! every day seems important, and 

only a prelude to another. 
rs. Selwyn, upon her return this morning 
the Hot-well, entering my room nry abrupt• 

said, 0, my dear, I have terrible news for you! 
For me, ma'am ;-Good God! what now? 
Arm yourself, cried she, with all your Berry 
I philosophy ; con over every lesson of fort.i· 

or resignation you ever learnt in your life : 
know,-you are next week to be married 

lord Orville ! 
Doubt, astonishment, and a kind of perturba· 

I cannot describe, made this abrupt commu· 
alarm me extremely ; and almost breath

! could Qnly exclaim, Good God, madam, 
do you tell me ! 

may well be frightened, my llear. said she, 
ly; for reall7 there is .something mighty 
in becoming, at once the wife of the ma.o 

and a cl•untess ! 
entreated ber to spare her raillery, and tell 

real meaning. She could not prevail with 
f to grant the first request, thgugh abe 

complied with the aecond. 
2• 
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My poor f'ather, she said, was still in the u 
uneasiness ; he entered upon his affairs with 
openness, and told her, he was equally disttt 
bow to dispose either of the dau~hter be bad 
covered, or the daughter he was now to give 
the former he dreaded to trust himselfwith 
beholding, and the latter he knew not holr 
shock with the intelligence of her disgrace. 
Selwyn then acq1minted him with my situation 
regard to lord or,·ille; this delighted him 
tremely ; and, when he heard of his lol"dsti 
eagerness, he said, be was himself of opinion. 
sooner the union took place the better; and, . 
return, he informed her of the affair of Mr. ~ 
cartney. And, after a very long conversatil) tion 
continued Mrs. Selwyn, 1\·e agreed, that the~~ . H 
eligible scheme for all parties would be, to ba ~~m 
both the real and fictitious daughter m' !lOse 
without delay. Therefore, if either of you bite mg 
an inclination to pull caps for the title of lion 
Belmont, you must do so with all speed, aa ' W ~~ 
week will take from both of you all preteu\- ~ hs 
toiL IDI 

Thi'J evening, as soon as the company w in 
gaged with cards, lord Orville exerted his lead 
eloquence to reconcile me to this hast~ plan ren 
how was I startled w ben he told me tbM the 
Tuesday was the day appointed by my fath tain 
be the most important of my life! dee1 

Next Tuesday: repeated I, quite out ofb t ligh 
0, my lord !- · E 

My sweet Evelina, said he, the day whic l I~ 
mak'! me the happiest of mortals, would pro 1 wor 
appear aWful to you, were lt to be detlirecl a 
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vemontb. Mrs. Selwyn has, doubtless, ac
lbuaint;ed you with the many motives which, inde
.,,enclein of my eagerness, require it to be speedy ; 

therefore, its acceleration, and generously 
lbon:aplete my felicity, by endeavouring to suffer it 

t repugnance. 
, my lord, I would not wiUully raise ob· 
or do I desire to appear insensible of 

of your good opinion :-but there is 
in this plan-so \'cry hasty-so un

lreae;onabl y precipitate ;-besides, I shall have no 
to hear from Berry Hill ;-and believe me, 

I should bo for ever miserable, where I, 
affair so important, to act without the sane- • 

:Mr. Villar's advice. 
offered to wait on you himself: but I told 
had rather write to you. And then he pro· 
that, instead.of my immediately accompany-

to Lincolnshire, we should tirst pass a 
at my native Berry Hill. 

This wns, indeed, a ?;rateful proposal to me, and 
listened to it with undisguised pleasure. And, 

in short, I wasot>li~ed to consent to a. compromise, 
Jn merely dcfcrriug the day till Thursday I He 
readily undertook to engage my father's concur
rence in this little delay ; and I besought him, at 
the same time, to make use of his influence to ob
tain me a. second interview ; and to represent the 
deep concern I felt in being thus banished his 

aight. 
He would then have spoken of settlement&; but 

I aseured him I was almost ignorant even of the 

word. 
And now, JI11 dearest air, what iJ your opinion 
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of these hasty proceedings ? Believe me, 
regret the simple facility with which I 
fered myself to be hurried into coJnp.liallC8· l-::1 
should you start but the smallest uu~lt::CIIolUIIIt 
yet insist upon heing allowed more 

Adieu, dearest and most honoured 
thing at p1·esent depends upon your 
cision : to which, though I yield in 
yield implicitly. 

Evelina 

• YssTER.DAY morning, as soon as 
over, lord Orville went to the Hot wells, 
upon my father with my double petition. 

Lord Orville was not long absent ; be 
us in the garden, with a look Qf gaiety 
humour that revived us all. 

We were soon joined by more company, 
lord Orville then, in a low voice, took an 
tunity to tell me the success of his visit. 
first place, Thursday was agreed to ; and 
seeond, my father, he said. was much 
to hear of my uneasiness, sent me his 
and complied with my request of seeing 
the same readiness he should agree to 
could make. Lord Or,·ille, therefore, 
I should wait upon him in the evening, 
his particular request, unaccompanied 
~wyn. 

Jlra. BeaumoRt lent me her 
Omlle absolutely insisted upon attenclinJ!t' lll•~ 
1: o~ ..t~ .be, Kn. Bel 'f1ll will 
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ol'ended; but if you allow me to conduct you, 
she may give the freer scope of her rail

she canftot possibly be affronted ; and we 
much better suffer her laughter than provoke 
satire. 

you must own, I had no reason to re
so accompanied ; for his conversation 

8tJIPP'orl;ed my spirits from drooping, and made the 
so short, that we actually stopped at my 

door, before I knew we had proceeded ten 

banded me from the carriage, and con
me to the parlour, at the door of which I 
by Mr. Macartney, Ah, my dear brother, 

I, how happy am I to see you here ! 
bowed, and thanked me. Lord Orville, 

holding out his hand, said, Mr. Macartney, 
we shall be better acquainted ; I promise 

much pleasure from cultivating your friend-

lordship does me but too much honour, 
1llt1s~ver·ed Mr. Macartney. 

re, cried I, is my sister? for so I must 
call, and always consider her:-1 am afraid 

avoids me :-you must endeavour, my dear 
ther, to prepossess her in my favour, and re

her to owning me. 
cried he, you are all goodness and 

ence! but at present I hope you will ex
her, for I fear she has hardly fortitude suffi
to see you : in a short time, perhaps-
a very short time, then, said lord Orville, I 
you will yourself introduce her, and that we 
have the pleasure o~ wiahiDg you b9th joy~ 
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I< 
allow me, my Evelina, to say we, and permit me knee• 
in your name as well as my own, to entreat that blesst 
the first guests we shall have the happiness of re• me a 
ceiving may be Mr. and Mrs. Macartney. 0 

A servant then came to beg I would walk up 
stairs. 

I besought lord Orville to accompany me ; but 
he feared the displeasure of sir John, who had 
desired to see me alone. He led me, however, to 
the foot of the stairs, and made the kindest efforts with 
to gtve me courage: but indeed he did not sue· of e 
ceed; for the interview appeared to me in all its aw • 
terrors, and left me no feeling but apprehension. th·~' 

The moment I reached the landing place the '
1 

drawing-room door was opened: and my father, 
with a voice of kindness, called out, My child, ill 
it you? 

Yes, sir, cried I, springing forward, and lmeel• 
ing at his feet, it is your child, if you will own 
her. 

He knelt by my side, and folding me in his 
arms, Own thee? repeated he: Yes, my poor girl, 
and Heaven knows with what bitter contrition! 
Then, raising both himaelf and me, he brought me 
into the drawing-room, shut the door, and took 
me to the window ; where; looking at me with 
great earnestness, Poor unhappy Caroline! cried 
he ; and, to my inexpressible concern, he burst 
into tears. Need I tell you, my dear sir, how 
mine flowed at the sight? 

I would again have embraced his knees; but, 
hurrying from me, he flung himself upon a sofa, 
and leaning his face on his arms, seemed for some, 
time absorbed in bitterness of grief. 
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I could not speak ; I kissed his hands on my 
.knees! and then, with yet more emotion, be again 

me, and hurried out of the room,-leaving 
almost drowned in tears. 

0 sir, all goodness as you are, how much will 
you feel for your Evelina during a scene of such 
agitation ! 1 pray Heaven to accept thP. tribute 

his remorse, and restore him to tranquillity ! 
'Vhen 1 was sufficiently composed to return to 

he parlour, I found lord Orville waiting for me 
th the utmost anxiety :-and tben a new scene 
emotion, though of a far different nature, 

awaited me; for I learned l>y l\lr. 1\facartney, 
that this noblest of men had inoistcrl the so long 

posed miss Bclmont should be considered, in-
' as my sister, and as the co-heiress of my 

er; though not in law, in justicP, he says, she 
ght ever to ba treated as the daughter of sir 

ohn Belmont. 
0! lord Orville !-it shall be the sole study of 

my happy life, to express, better than by word!!, 
the sense I have of your exalted benevolence and 
greatness of mind! 

The preparations for our marriage go on just as 
if your consent were arrived; it is in vain that I 
expostulate; lord Orville says, should any ol,jec
tions be raised, all shall be given up; but that, as 
his hopes forbid him to expect any, he must pro
ceed as if already assured of your occurrence. 

We have had this afternoon a. most interesting 
conversation, in which we have traced our senti
ments of each other from our first acquaintance. 
J have made him confess how ill he thought cf 
me upon rny foolish giddiness, at l\1rs, Stanley'3 
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ball ; but he flatten me with &88111'&11oet, 
every succeeding time he saw me I appeaM 
something less and less disadvantage. 

When I expressed my amazement that he eo 
honour with his choice, a girl who seemed so i 
nitely, in every respect, beneath his allianM, 
frankly owned, that he had fully intended 
more minute inquiries into my family and oo 
ions; and particularly concerning these people 
saw with me at Marybone, before he aob 
Iedged his prepossession in my fa•our; but 
aoddenness of my intended journey, and the 
certainty of seeing me again, put him quie. 
his JrUard; and, divesting him of prudence 1 
him nothing but love. These were his wo.ldt; 
yet he has repeatedly assured me, that thi 
tiality has known no bounds from the time of it 
residing at Clifton. 

* * * * * * • 
Mr. Macartney has just been with me, on an 

bassy from my father. He has sent me his killd 
love and assurances of favour; and desired to kn 
if I am happy in the prospect of changing m' 
ation, and if there is any thing I can name 
he can do for me. And, at the same timeJ 
Macartney delivered to me a draft on my fa ala 
banker for a thousand pounds, which he ilf 
that I should receive entirely for my own Olt4 a 
expend in equipping myself properly for tbt 
:rank of life to which I seem destined. 

I am sure I need not say bow much I ,.. ~ 
trated b1 this goodness • I wrote my tbao 
aokn09ledged frankly that if I could see W. 
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stored to tranquillity, my heart would be without 
a wish. 

.Evelina 1'n continuation. 
Clifton, Oct. 13. 

THE time now approaches when I hope we shall 
mee !-yet I cannot sleep ;·-great joy is as rest
less as sorrow,-and therefore I will continue my 
journal. 

As I had never had an opportunity of seeing 
Bath, a party was formed last night for showing 
me that celebrated city : and tl1is morning after 
breal\fast, we set out in three phaetons. Lady 
Louisa and :\1 rs. Beaumont, with lord l\1erton; 
Mr. Coverlcy, l\lr. Lovel, and 1\lrs. Selwyn; and 
myself with lord Orville, 

\Ve bad hardly proceeded half a mile, when a 
gentleman from the post-chaise, which came gal
loping after us, called out to the servants, Holla, 
my lad !-pray, is one miss Amille in any of them 
tiLing· em-bobs J ~ 

1 immediately recollected the voice of captain 
1\lirvan: and lord Orville !\topped the phaeton. 
He was out of the chaise and with us in a moment. 
So, miss Anville, cried he, how do you do? so 
I hear you're l\liss Belmont now ;-pray, how does 
old madame French do ? 

Madame Duval, said I, is, I believe, very well. 
1 hope she is in good cal!e, said he, winking 

significantly, and won't flinch at seeing service: 
she has laid by Ion~ enough to refit and be made 
tight. And pray how does poor monseer Doleful 
do? is be as lank jawed as ever? 
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may so well suppose both the subjects we chose, 
and our manner of discussing them. 

'Ve all stopped at a grand hotel, where we 
were obliged tojinquire for a room, as lady Louisa, 
fatigued to death, desired to take something be
fore we began our rambles. 

Lady Louisa being now refreshed, we proceeded 
upon our expedition. 

The charming city of Bath answered all my 
expectations. The Crescent, the prospect from 
it, and the excellent symmetry of the Circus, de
lighted me. The Parades, I own, rather disap
pointed me; one of them is scarce preferable to 
some of the best paved streets in London : and 
the other, though it affords a benutiful prospeet, 
a charming view of Prior Park and of the .Avon, 
yet wanted something in itself of more striking 
elegance than a mere broad pavement, to satisfy 
the ideas I bad formed of it. 

At the pump-room I was amazed at the public 
exhibition of the ladies in the bath: it is true, 
their heads are covered with bonnets; but the 
very idea of being seen in such a sitnation, by 
whoever pleases to look, is indelicate. 

We returned in the same way we came. Mrs. 
Beaumont invited all the party to dinner. and has 
been so obliging as to beg miss Mirvan may con· 
tinue at her house during her stay. The captain 
will lodge at the Wells. 

1 bad then two letters delivered to me; one 
from lady Howard and Mrs. Mirvan, which con
tained the kind est congratulations; and the other 
from madame Duval !-but not a word from you, 
-to my no small aurpriae and concern. 
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Madame Duval seemed greatly rejoiced at lllJ 
last intelligence; a violent cold, she says, prevents 
her coming to Bristol. Tile Branghtons, she tells 
me, are all well: Miss Polly is soon to be married 
to Mr. Brown ; but Mr. Smith has changed his 
lodgings, which she adds has made the house ex
tremely dull. However, that's not the worst 
DQWS; pardi I wish it was! but I've been used 
like nobody,-for monsieur du Bois has had the 
baseness to go back to France without me. In 
conclusion, she assures me, as you prognosticated 
she would, that I shall be sole heiress of all she 
is worth, when lady Orville. 

At tea time we were joined by all the gentlemen 
but captain Mirvan, who went to the hotel where 
he was to sleep, and made his daughter accompany 
him, to separate her trumper!J, as he called it, from 
his clothes. 

After tea, all the company, Lord Orville, mi111 
Mirvan, and myself excepted, played at cards and 
we-0, how much better did we pass our time! 

While we were engaged in a most delightful 
conversation, a servant brought me a letter, which 
he told me had by some accident been mislaid, 
Judge ofmy feelings when I saw, my dearest sir~ 
your revered hand writing ! My emotions soon 
betrayedtolord Orville whom the letterwasfrom; 
the importance of the contents he well knew; and, 
assuring me I should not be seen by the card 
players, he besought me to open it without delay. 

Open it, indeed, I did-but read it I could not; 
-the willing, yet awful consent you have granted 
---th& tendernesa of your expression-the certainty 
&bal Do oba&lcle MD&ined to m1 eternal Wlion witla 

tbl 
Ill I 
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the loved owner of my heart, gave me sensaticma 
too various, and, though joyful, too little placid for 
observation. Finding myself unable to proceed, 
and blinded by the tears of gratitude and delight, 
which started into my eyes, I gave over the at
tempt of reading till I retired to my own room ; 
and, having no voice to answer the enquiries of 
Lord Orville, I put the letter into his hands, and 
left it to speak both for me and itselr. 

Lord Orville himself was affected by your kind
ness: he kissed the letter as he returned it, and 
pressing my hand affectionately to hia heart, You 
are now, said he, in a low voice, all my own : 0, 
my Evelina, how will my soul find room for its hap
piness ?-it seems already bursting I I could make 
no reply, indeed I hardly spoke another word the 
rest of the evening; so little talkative is the ful
ness of contentment. 

0, my dearest sir, the thankfulness of my hesrt 
I must pour forth at our meeting, when at your 
feet, my happiness receives its confirmation from 
your blessing :. and when my noble-minded, my 
beloved lord Orville presents tu you the highly 
honoured and thrice happy Ev3lina. 

A few lines I will endeavour to write on Thurs
day, which shall be sent oft' express, to give you, 
should nothing intervene, yet more certain auur
ance of our meeting. 

Now then, therefor~ for the first, and probably 
the last time I shall ever own the name, permit 
me to sign myself, 

Most dear sir, 
Your grateful affectionate 

EVELINA BELMONT. 
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Lady Louisn., at her own particular desire, will 
be present at the ceremony, as well as mis5 1\Iir
Tan and Mrs. Selwyn: 1\lr. 1.\~a.ca.rtney will, the 
same morning, be united to my foster sister! and 
my father will give us both away. 

1J11·. Y.illats to Et·eUna. 

EVERY wish of my soul is now fulfilled-for tho 
felicity of my Evelina is equal to her worthi!'less; 

Yes, my child, thy hap}'incs:; is en graven in gol
den characters upon the tables of my heart; and 
their impression is indelible; for, should the rude 
and deep-searching hand of misfortune attempt to 
pluck them from their repository, tlJe fleeting fa
bric of li(e would gh·e way; and in tearing from 
my ·vitals the nourishment by which they are !-up
parted, she would gra::;p at a shadow insensible to 
her touch. 

Gh·e thee my consent ?-0 thou joy, comfort, 
and pride of my life, how cold is that word to ex
press the fervency of my approbation ! yes I do 
indeed give thee my consent; and do thankfully, 
and with the humblest gratitude to Providence, 1 
would seal it with the remnant of my days. 

Hasten then, my love, to bless me with thy pre
sence, and to receive the blessings with which my 
fond heart overflows !-And 0, my Evelina, bear 
and assist in one only humble but ardent prayer 
which yet animates my devotion : That tho 
lwight of bliss to which thou art rising may not 
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render the giddy, but that the purity or tht mind 
may form the brightest splendour of thy prosper
ity !-and that the weak and aged frame of thy 
almost idolizing parent, nearly worn out by time, 
past afflictions, and infirmities, may yet be able to 
Fustain a meeting which all its better parts hold 
dear; and then, that all the wounds which tho 
former severity of fortune inflicted, may be healed 
and purified by the ultimate consolation of pour
ing forth my dying words in blessings on my child! 
--clQsing these joy streaming eyes in her presence, 
and breathing my last faint sigh3 in her loved 
arms! 

Grieve not, G child of my care ! grieve not at 
the inevitable moment! but may thy own end be 
equally propitious! 0 mayest thou, when full of 
days, and full of honour, sink down as gently to 
rest !-be loved as kindly, watched as tenderly, as 
the happy father P And ma.yst thou, when thy 
glass is run, bt> sweetly hut not bitterly, mourned 
by some remaining darling of thy attections--aome 
yet surviving Evelina. 

ARTHUR VILLARS. 

Evelina to the R~. Mr. Villar1. 

ALL is over, my dearest t1ir; and the fate of your 
Evelina is decided ! This morning, with fearflll 
joy and tre• ~ _":JF: gratitudt>, she united herself for 
ever with th E'4,.,ject of her dearest, her eternal af
fection. 
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I have time f'or no more ; the chaise now wa.na,at&
which· is to conduct me to dear Berry Hill, 
to the arms of the best of men. 

I. 8. ~ Printer, Stokealey, Yorklbin. 












