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TO 

On author of my being! -far more dear 

To me than light, than nourishment, or rcst,

Hygie·a's blessings, Rapture's burning tear, 

Or the life blood that mantles in my breast f 

1f in my heart the love of virtue glows, 

'Twas planted there by an unerring rule,

From thy example the pure flame arose; 

Thy life, my precept-thy good works, my 
school. 

Could my weak pow'rs thy num'rous virtues trace 

By filial love each fear should be reprcss'd; 

The blush of incapacity I'd chace, 

And stand recorder of thy worth confess'd: 
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13ut, since my niggard stars that gift refuse, 

Concealment is the only boon I claim: 

.Obscure be still the unsuccessful Muse, 

Who cannot raise but would not sink thy fame .. 

Oh! of my life af once the source aml joy! 

If e'er thy eyes these feeble lines survey, 

Let not their folly their intent destroy; 

_Accept the tribute- but fort;et the lay! 



TO 

THE AUTHORS 

01? 

'l'HE MONTHLY AND CRITICAL REVIEWS .. 

GENTLEMEN, 

THE liberty which I take, in addres

sing to you the trifling production of a 

few idle hours, \vill, doubtless, move 

your wonder and probably your con

tempt: I \Vill not, however, with the 

futility of apologies, intrude upon your 

time, but briefly acknowledge the mo-

a 5 



Vl lN'I'llODUC'riO};. 

tives of my temerity: lest, by a pre

mature exercise of that patience which 

I hope will befriend me, I should lessen 

its ben~volence and be accessory to my 

own conclmnnation. 

Without na1nc, wlthollt recomnten

dation, and unknown alike to success 

and disgrace, to whom can I so pro

perly apply for patronage as to those 

.who publicly profess themselves In

spectors of all literary performances? 

The exlensi ve plan of your critical 

observations,-w hich, not confined to 

works of utility or ingenuity, is equally 

open to those of frivolous amusentent, 

antl yet worse th n frivolous dul

ness,-encourages me to seek for your 

protection; since,-perhaps for n1y sins! 
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-it entitle~ 1ne to your annotations : to 

resent, therefore, this offering, how

ever insignificant, would ill become 

the universality of your undertaking i 

though not to despise it may, alas! be 

out of your power. 

The language of adulation and · the 

incense of flt\ttery, though the ntltural 

~nheritance and constant resource, from 

tirne immemorial, of tl1e Dedicator, to 

me offer nothing but the \Vistfulr~gret 

that I dare not invoke their aid. Sinis

ter vie\Vs 'voulcl be imputed to all I could 

say; since, thus situated, to extol your 

judgment would seem the ~ffect of ~rt, 

and to celebrate your imp~ ~julity be 

ttributed to suspecting it. 

As .1: Iagistrates of the pl'CI>~ ancl Ccn ... 
a 4 
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sors for the public,-to which you are 

bound by the :tacred ties of integrity 

to exert the most spirited impartiality, 

and to which your su:ffrages should 

carry the marks of pure, dauntless, 

irrefragable truth-to appeal for your 

MERCY were to solicit your dishonor; 

and, therefore,-though 'tis sweeter than 

frankincense-more grateful to the senses 

than all the odorous perfumes of Arabia, 

-and though 

It droppeth like the gentle rain from heaven 

Upon the place beneath,- -

I court it nol! to your justice alone 

I am entitled' ; and by that I must 

abide. Your engagements are not to 

the supplicating author, but to the 
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candid public, which 'vill not fail t 

crave 

The penalty and forfeit of your hond. 

No hacknied writer, inured to abuse 

and callous to criticism_, l1ere braves 

your severity ;-neither does a half

starved garretteer-

Oblig'd by hunger and request of friends -

implore your lenity: your examina .... · 

tion \vill be alike unbiassed by partiality 

and prejudice -no refractory n1unnur!. 

ing\vill follo\V your censure-no privale 

·nterest be gratified by your praise. 

Let not the anxious solicitude, with 

which I recoJnrnend myself to yoP ~ 

>l.otice, expose n1e to your derisio 1 · 

I) 
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rernen1 her, Gentlemen, you \V ere all 

young writers once; and the n1ost ex

perienced veteran of your corps may, 

lJy recollecting his first publication, re

novate his first ter.rors, and learn to 

allo·w for mine: for, though courage is 

one of the noblest virtues of this ne the 

sphere, and, though scarcely more ~e

q uisite, in the field of l)attle, to guar(l 

the fighting hero fron1 disgrace, tl1an, in 

the private commerce of the world, to 

ward off that littleness of soul N"hi-ch 

leads by steps imperceptible o all the 

base train of the inferior passions, and 

by which the too timid mind is betrayed 

into a servility derogatory to the dig

nity of human nature; yet is it a Yirtue 

of no necessity in a situation such as 
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mine--a situation w:hich ren1oves, even 

fro1n cowardice itself, the sting of igno

miny; for surely that courage n1ay easily 

be dispensed \Vith, \vhich would rather 

excite disgust than admiration! Indeed, 

·t is the peculiar privilege of an author 

to rob terror of contempt and pusilla

nimity of reproach. 

IIere let nte rest, and snatch myself, 

\vhile I yet an1 able, fron1 the fascination 

of EcoTISl\'I,-a monster, \V11o has more 

votaries than ever did homage to the 1nost 

popular deity of antiquity; and whose 

singular quality is, that, \vhile he excites 

a blind and involuntary adoration in 

almost every individual, his influence is 

universally disallowed; his power uni

versally contemned; and his worship, 
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even by his followers, never mentioned 

but with abhorrence. 

In addressing you jointly, I mean but 

to 1nark the generous sentiments by 

which liberal criticism, to the utter an

nihilation of envy, jealousy, and all 

selfish views, ought to be distinguishe . 

I have the honor to be, 

GENTLEMEN, 

Your most obedient 

Hutnble servant 

*** **'*** 



P'REFACE. 

IN the republic of letters, there is no 

member of such inferior rank, or who 

is so much disdained by his brethren 

of the quill, as the humble Novelist : 

nor is his fate less hard in the 'vorld at 

large, since, among the \Vhole class of 

writers, perhaps not one can be named 

of which the votaries are 1nore nu

merous but less respectahle. 

Yet, \vhile in the annals of those few 

of , our predecessors, to whotn this spe

c es of writing is indebted for being 
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saved fron1 contempt and rescued fron1 

depravity, we can trace such names as 

Rousseau, Johnson¥, Marivaux, Field

ing, Richardson, and Sn1ollet,-no n1an 

need blush at starting from the same 

post; though many, nay, most tnen, 

may sigh at finding themselves dis

tanced. 

The following letters are presented to 

the public,-for such, by novel writers, 

novel readers will be ca1led,-with a 

very singular mixture of timidity and 

confidence, resulting from the peculiar 

situation of the editor; who, though 

trembling for their success from a con

sciousness of their i1nperfections, yet 

)(.. However superior the capacities in which 
these great writers deserve to he considered, they 
must pardon me that) for the dignity of my sub
ject, I here rank the ;tuthors of Rasselas and Eloi'sc 
as Novelists. 
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fears not being involved in their dis

grace, ·while happily wrapped up in a. · 

mantle of impenetrable obscurity. 

To draw characters from nature 

though not fro1n life, and to mark 

the manners of the times, is the at

teinpted plan of the follo\ving letters. For 

this purpose, a young female, educated 

in the most secluded retiren1ent, makes, 

at the age of seventeen, her first appear

ance upon the great and busy stage of 

life; with a virtuous mind, a cultivated 

understanding, and a feeling heart, her 

ignorance of the fonns ·and inexpe

rience in the manners of the 'vorld 

occasion all the little incidents which 

these volumes record, and which form 

the natural progression of the life of a 

young woman, of obscure birth but 

£onspicuous beauty, for the .first six 
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1nonths after her entrance into the 

'vorld. 
Perhaps, were it possible to effect the 

total extirpation of novels, our young 

ladies in general, and boarding-school 

damsels in particular, might profit from 

their annihilation ; but, since the dis

temper they have spread seems incura

ble-since their contagion bids defiance 

to the 1nedicine of advice or reprehen

sion--:-and since they are found to bafile 

all the mental art of physic, save what 

is prescribed by the fllow · regimen of 

time and the bitter diet of experience

surely all attempts to contribute to the 

number of those which may be read, if 

not with advantage, at least without 

injury, ought rather to be encouraged 

than contemned. 

Let me, therefore, prepare for disa p-
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pointn1ent those ·who, in the perusal 

of these sheets, entertain the gentle 

expectation of being transported to the 

fantastic regions of Ro1nance, where 

fiction is colort~d by all the gay tints 

of luxurious i1nagination, where reason 

is an outcast, and where the sublimity 

of the marvellous rejects all aiel from 

sober probability: -the heroine of these 

memo us, young, artless, and inexpe-

l'ienced, is 

No faultless monster, that the world ne' er sa.-w, 

but the offspring of Nature, -and of 

Nature in her simplest attire. 

In all the arts, the value of copies 

can only be proportioned to the scarce

ness of originals; an1ong scu] ptors and 

painters, a fine statue or a beautiful 

picture of some great master may cle-
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servedly en1ploy the in1itative talents of 

younger and inferior artists, that their 

appropriation to one spot may not 

wholly prevent the more general ex

pansion of lheir excellence; but, among 

authors, the reverse is the case; since 

the noblest productions of literature 

are almost equally attainable with the 

Jneanest: in books, therefore, imitation 

cannot be shunned too sedulously; fol" 

the very perfection of a model, which is 

frequently seen, serves but more forci

bly to n1ark the inferiority of a copy. 

To avoid what is common, without 

adopting what is unnatural, must lirnit 

the a1n bi tion of the vu] gar herd of a u

thors: however zealous, therefore, my 

veneration of the great writers I have 

mentioned,-however I may feel ntyself 

enlightened by the knowledge of John-
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eon-charn1ed 'vith the eloquence of 
~ Rousseau- softened by the pathetic 
1t powers ·of Richardson-and exhilarated 
r by the wit of Fielding, and humor of 

Smollet-1 yet presume not to attempt 

purtJuing the same ground which they 

have tracked; whence, though they may 

have cleared the weeds, they have also 
culled the flowers; and, though they 
have rendered the path plain, they have 

left it barren. 

The candor of my readers I have not 
the impertinence to doubt, and to their 

indulgence I am sensible I have no claim: 

I have, therefore, only to intreat, that 

my own words may not pronounce my 

condemnation, and that what I have 

here ventured to say, in regard to imita

tion, may be understood as it is meant, 

in a general ~ense, and not be imputed 
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to an opinion of n1y O\Vn originality, 

:·which I have not the vanity, the folly, 

1or the blindness, to entertain. 

Whatever may be the fate of these 

letters, the editor is satisfied they will 

n1eet with justice; and commits then1 to 

the press, though hopeless of fame yet 

not regardless of censure. 
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LETTER I. 

LADY HOWARD TO TilE REV. MR, VILLAR!. 

Howurd Grove, Kent. 

CAN auy thing, my good Sir, 1Je more painfl(l 
'to a friendly mind, than a necessity of com
municating disagreeable intelligence? JndcC>d, it 
is sometimes difficult to determine V\ l1cth r the 
relator or the receiver of e''il tidings is most to 
he pitied. 

I have just had a letter from :Madame Duval: 
she is totally at a loss in what manner to 
behave; she seems dcsi1 ous to repair the 'uougs 
she has done, yet wishes the world to lJelievc 
her blameless. She Wt)uld fain cast upon another 
the odium of those 1-aisfortunes for '' l1ich she 
-alone is answerable. Her letter is violent, 
sometimes abusiye, and that of you!-you, to 
whom she is under obligations which are 
.grealet' even than her faulL , lmt to ''hose 
.ad-vice she wickedly imputes all the suileriogs 

VOL, I. 
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of her much-injured daughter, the late Lady 
Belmont. The chief purport of her writing 
I will acquaint you with; the letter itself is not 

worthy your notice. 
She tells me that she has, for many years 

past, been in continual expectation of making 
a journey to England, which prevented her 
writing for information concerning this melan-
choly subject, by giving her hopes of making 
personal inquiries; hut family occurrences have 
still detained her in France; which country she 
now sees no prospect of quitting. She has, 
therefore, lately used her utmost endeavours to 
obtain a faithful account of whatever related to 
her ill-advised daughter; the result of which 
giving her some reason to apprehend that upon 
her death-bed she bequeathed an infant orphan 
to the world, she most graciously says, that if 
you, with whom ~he understands the child is 
placed, will procure authentic proofs of its 
r~lationship to her, you may send it to Paris, 

where she will properly provide for it. 
This 11\roman is, undoubtedly, at length , self

convicted of her most unnatural behaviour: it 
is evident, from her writing, that sbe is still as 
vulgar and illiterate as when her first husband, 
Mr. Evelyn, had the weakness to marry her; 
nor does she at all apologise for addressing 

herself to me, though I was only once in her 

company. 



Her letter l1as excited in my daughter Mil'vau 
-a strong desire to J)e informed of the motives 
which induced J\ladame Duval to abandon the 
unfortunate Lady Dclmont, a~ a time when a 
mother's protection was peculiarly neces ary 
for her peace and her reputation. Notwith
standing 1 was personally acquainted with all 
tl1e parties concerned in that/ affair, the subject 
always appeared of Loo delicate a nature to he 
spoken of with the principals; I cannot, there
fore, satisfy :Mrs. Mirvan otherwise than by apply
ing to you. 

By saying tl1at you may send the child, 
Madame Duval aims at conferring where she 
most owes obligation. I pretend not to give 
you advice; you, to whose generous protection 
this helpless orphan is indebted for every tbing·, 
are the hest and only judge of what she ought 
to do; but I am much concerned at the trouble 
and uneasiness which this unworthy "\voman may 
occaswn you. 

My daughter and my grandchild join ~ ith 
me in desiring to he most k.indly remembered 
to the amiable girl; and they hid me remind 
you, that the annual visit to Howard Grove, 
vhich we were formerly promisl'd, has ])e<:n 

discontinued for more than four years. I am, 
dear Sir, with great regard, 

Your most obedient friend and servant, 

.A .2 1\-1. llow Aim. 
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LETTER 11. 

YR. VILLARS TO LADY HOW ARD. 

Berry-Hill, Dorselshire. 

YOUR Ladyship dirt but too well forrsee the 
prrp1cxity and uneasiness of wl1i<..h :Madame 
Duval's letter has been produc ive: however, 
I ought ralher to be thankful that I have so 
many years remained unmolested, than repine 
nt my pr sent embarrassment; since it pro,es, 
at least, tl1at this wretched ·woman is at length 
a·wakcned to remorse. 

Jn rrgard to ruy e~nsw .. :r, I ruosl humbly 
request your Ladyship to wrile to this effect; 
- " That I would not, upon any account, in
tentionally offend Mat1ame Duval, but tlwt 
I have weighty, nay unanswerable reasons for 
dct<~ining her grandaughter at present m 
J~ngland; the principal of '' hich is, tha it 
·was the earnest desire of one to whose "ill 
she owes implicit duty. M<tdame Dm al may 
be assured that she meets with the utmost at
lcntion cmd tenderness; that h~r education, 
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however short of my wishes, almost exceeds my 
abilities; and I flatter myself, when the time 
arri,es that she shall pay her duty to her 
grandmother, l\fadame Duval will find uo reas,n 
to be dissatisfied with what has been done fen~ 
her." 

Your Ladyship will not, I am sure, lle sm··
prised at this answer. dadame Duval is hy no 
means a proper companion or guardiap. for a 
young woman : she is at once uneducated and 
unprincipled ;-ungentle in her temper, and 
unamiable in her manners. I have long known 
that she has persuaded herself to harhour an 
aversion for me-Unhappy woman! I can onlJ 
regard her as an object of pity! 

I dare 'not hesitate at a request from Mrs. Mir
van ; yet, in complying with it, I shall, for her 
own sake, he as concise as I possibly can; since 
the cruel transactions, which preceded the birth 
of my ward, afford no cnlertaimnent Lo a minA 
so humane as. hers. 

Your Ladyship may probal>ly have beard that 
I bad the honor to accompany 1\lr. Evelyn, the 
gra 1dfather of my young charge, when upon his 
travels, in the capacity of a tutor. Ilis un
happy marriage, immediately upon his return to 
England, with 1\'Iadame Duval, tlJcn a '\Yaiting
girl at a tavern, contrary to the advice aud 

utrcaties of all his friends among whom I ' 
A 
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myself the most urgent, induced him to abandon 
his native land and fix l1is ahode in Franee, 
Tl1ither he was followed by sl1ame and 1·cpent
ance ; . f~elings which his heart was not framed 
to support : for, notwithstanding he had he n 
too weak to resist the allurcmcnts of beauty, 
which nature, though a niggard to her of every 
other boon, had with a lavish hand hestowc<l 
on his wife ; yet he was a young man of ex
cellent character, and, till thus unaccountably 
infatuated, of unblemished conduct. He survived 
tl1is ill-judged marriage but two years. Upon 
his death-bed, with an unsteacly hand, he wrole. 

me the fo Bowing note : 
" My friend! forget your resentment in 

favor of your humanity ;-a father, trembling 
for the welfare of his child, bequeathes her to 
your care.-0 Villars! hear, pity, and relieve 

meF' 
Had my circumstances permitted me, I should 

haYe answered these words by an immediate 
journey to Paris; but I was obliged to act 1Jy 
the agency of a friend, who was upon the spot, 
ond present at the opening of Lhe will. 

Mr. Evelyn left to me a lrgacy of a thousand 
pounds, and the sole guardianship of his daughter's 
person till her eighteenth year ; conjuring me, 
in the most affecting terms, to take the charge 
of her education till she was able to act wit 
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propriety for herself; but in regard to fortune 
he left her wholly dependent on her mother, 
to whose tenderness he earnestly recommentled 
her. 

Thus, though he would not, to a woman low
bred and illiberal as Mrs. Evelyu, trust the 
conduct and morals of his daughter, he ne
vertheless thought proper to secure to her the 
respect and duty which, from her own child, 
were certainly her due ; hut, unhappily, it never 
occurred to him that the mother, on her part, 
could fail in affection or justice. 

Miss Evelyu, Madam, from the second "to the 
eighteenth year of her life, was brought up 
under my care, and, except when at school, 
under my roof. I need not speak to your La
dyship of the virtues of that excellent young 
creature. She loved me as her father ; nor was 
Mrs. Villars less valued hy her ; while to me 
she became so dear, that her loss was little less 
affiicting than that which I have since sustained 
of Mrs. Villars herself. 

At that period of her life we parted; l1er 
mother, then married to Monsieur Duval, sent 
for lter to Paris. How often have I since re
gretted that I did not accompanJ her thither! 
protected and supported by me, the misery and 
disgrace which awaited her might, perhaps, 
have been avoided. But, to be brief-Madame 

A~ 



EV:ELJKA. 

Duval, at the instigation of her hushantl, ear
nestly, or rather tyrannicnlly, endeavoured to 
e!J'ect a union hetwccn l\Iiss Evelyn and one bf 
his nephews; and, when she found her pow 'r 
inadequate to her attempt, enraged at her non
compliance, she treated her with the grossest 
unkindness, and threatened her with poverty and 
rum~ 

Miss Evelyn, to whom wrath and violence 
had hitherto been strangers, soon grew weary 
of such usage; and rashly, and without a witness,. 
consented to a private marriage with Sir John 
Belmont, a very profligate young man, ·n ho had 

but too successfully found means to insinu<.J.~e 

himsclfinto her favor. He promised to conduct 
llCr to Engla.Hl- he did. -Ob, :Madam, you 
know the rest! -Disappointed of the fortune 
he expected by the inexort.hlc rancor of the 
Duyals, he infamously burned the certificate of 
their marriage, and denied that they had eYcr 

been united ! 
She flew to me for protection. 'Vith what 

mi. cd transports of joy and anguish did I again 
see her! By my advice she endeavoured lo 

procure proofs of her marriage ;-but in vain: 
her credulity had been no match for his art. 

Every body believed. her innocent, from the 
guiltless tenor of her unspotted youth, and fl'Om 

• the known libertinism of her barbarous betrayer> 
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yet her suffcrings were oo acute fol' her tender 
frame, and the same moment that gave birth to 
her infant put an end a.t once to the sorro1vs and 
the life of its mo thcr. 

The rage of :Madame Duyal at her elopement 
abated not while this injured victim of cruelty 
yet drew breath. She probably inten<.led, in 
time, to have pardoned her; hut time was not 
allowed. When she was informed of her death, 
J have been told that the agonies of grief anll 
remorse, with which she was seized, occasioned 
her a severe fit of illness. But, from the time 
of her recovery to the date of her letter to your 
Ladyship, I had never heard that she manif<.!stcd 
any desire to he made a('quainted with the cir
cmustances which auendcd the death of Lady 
Bclmont and the birth of her helpless child. 

That child, Madam, shnll never, while life is 
lent me, know the loss she has stctaincd. I 
have cherished, succoured, and supported her, 
from her earliest infancy to her sixteenth year; 
and o amply has she repaid my care and all'ec
tion, that my fondest wish is now circumscribed 
Ly the drsire of bestowing her on one who mny 
be sensible of her worth, and then sinking to 
eternal rest in her arms. 

Thus it has happened that the education of 
the father, daughter, and grandaughter, h~s 
devolved on me. 'Vhat infinite mi cry ha ·c 

5 
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the two first caused me ! Should the fate of 
the dear survivor he equally adverse, how 
wretched will he the end of my cares- the 

end of my days ! 
Even had 1\ladame Duval merited the charge 

she claims, I fear my fortitude would have been 
unequal Lo such a parting; but, being such as 
she is, not only my affection but my humanity 
J'ecoils at the barbarous idea of deserting the 

sacred trust r eposed in me. Indeed, I couhl 
hut ill support her former yearly visits to the 

respectable mansion at Howard Grove ; pardon 
me, dear Madam, and do not think me insensible 
{)f the honor which your Ladyship's condescen
sion confers upon us both; hut so deep is the 
impression which the misfortunes of her mother 
have made on my heart, that she does not, even 
for a moment, quit my sight, without exciting 

apprehensions and terrors which almost over
power me. Such, Madam, is my tenderness,. 
and such my weakness!- But she is the only 
tic I have upon earth, and I trust to you 
Ladyship's goodness not to judge of my feelings. 

ith severity. 
I beg leave to present my lmmble respects to· 

Mrs. and :Miss Minan; and l1ave the hono:r to 
hi~ Madam, your Ladyship's most obedient and: 

Most humble servant,. 
!..RTIIt1R V ILL.A.R:S' 
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LETTER Ill. 

:LADY HOW ARD TO THE REV, MR. VILLARS-WRITTE"L' 

.SOME 1\IONTHS AFTER THE LAST. 

Howard Grove,. Man:h 8 .. 
DEAR A.ND REV, SIR, 

YOUR last letter gave me infinite pleasure: 
after so long and tedious an illness, how grateful 
to yourself and to your friends must he your 
Feturning health! You have the hearty wish<s 
of every individual of this place for its continuance 
and inerease. 

Will you not think I take advantage of your 
acknowledged recovery, if I once more venture 
to mention your pupil and Iloward Grove toge
ther? Yet you must remember the patience 
with which we submitted to your desire of not 
parting with her during the had state of your 
health, though it was with much reluctance we 
forbore to solicit her company. My gran
daughter, in particular, has scarce been able to 
repress her eagerness to again meet the f1·ieml 
of her. infancy; and for my own part, it is very 
trongly my wish to manifest the r<>gard I had 

A 6 
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for the unfortunate Lady Belmont, JJy proving 
serviceable to her child; which seems to me the 
brst respect that can be paid to her memory. 
Permit me, therefore, to lay before you a plan 
which 1\:frs. Mirvan and I have formed, in con
sequence of your restoration to healLh. 

I would not frighten you ;-hut do you thin 
you could bear to part with your young con~
panion for two or three months? Mrs. Mirvan. 
proposes to spend the ensuing spring in London_, 
whither, for the first time, my grandchild will 
accompany her: now, my good friend, it is very 
earnestly their wish to enlarge and enliven their 
party hy the addition of your amiable ward, 
who would share, equally with her own daughter, 
the care and attention of Mrs. Mirvan. Do not 
start at this proposal ; it is time that she should 
.see something of the world. 'Vhen young peopJe 
01.re too rigidly sequestered from it, their lively 
and ron1antic imaginations paint it to them as 
a paradise of which they have been beguiled; 
b 1t when they are shown it- properly, and iu 
due time, they see it such as it really is, equally 
shared by pain and pleasure, hope and disap
}Join imen t. 

-ou ha ye nothing to apprehend from· hr•: 
meeting with Sir John Belmont, as that aban~ 
cloned man is now abroad) and not expected. 
ho e tl is year. 
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vVell, my good Sir, ·what say you to our 
scheme? I hope it will meet with your approba
tion; but if it should not, he assured I can 
never object to any deci ion of one who is so 
much respected and esteemed as Mr. Villars, by 

His most failhful humble se~·vant, 

1\1. How ..lRD ~ 
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LETTER IV. 

KR. VILLARS TO LADY HOW ARD. 

Berry Hi1l, Mareh 12. 

I AM grieved, Madam, to appeal' obstinate; 
;.nd I blush to incur the imputation of selfish
ness. In detaining my young charge thus long 
with myself in the country, I consulted not 
solely my own inclination. Destined, in all pro
bability, to possess a very moderate fortune, I 
wished to contract her views to something within 
it. The mind is hut too naturally prone to plea
sure, but too easily yielded to dissip3Lion: it has 
been my study to guard her against their delu
sions, by preparing her to expect-and to despise 
them. But the time draws on for experience 
and ohsenation to take place of instruction: if 
I have, in some measure, rendered her capable 
of using the one with discretion, and making the 
olher with improvement, I shall rejoice myself 
with the assurance of having largely contrtbuted 
to her welfare. She is now of an age that hap
piness· is eager to attend,-let her then enjoy it t 
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I commit l1er to the protection of your Ladysl1ip,. 
·and only hope she may he found worthy half 
the goodness I am satisfied she will meet with 
at your h~spitahle mansion. 

Thus far, Madam, I cheerfully submit to 
your desire. In confiding my ward to the care 
of Lady Howard, I can feel no uneasiness from 
her absence hut what will arise from the loss 
of her company, since I shall be as well con
vinced of her safety as if she were under my 
roof; -hut, can your Ladyship he serious in 
proposing to introduce her to the gaietics of a 
London life? Permit me to ask, for what end, 
or what purpose? A youthful mind is seldom 

totally free from ambition ; to curb that is the 
first step to contentment, since to diminish ex
pectation is to increase enjoyment. I appre
hend nothing more than too much raising her
hopes and her views, which the natural vivacity 
of her disposition would render but too easily 
to effect: The town acquaintance of Mrs. :Mir
''an are all in the circle of high life; this artless 
young creature, with too much heauty to escape 
notice, has too much sensibility to be indifferent 
to it; but she l1as too little wealth to he sought 
with prOJ)ricty by men of the fasl1ionahle worl<l. 

Consider, Madam, the peculiar cruelty of her 
situation; only child of a wealthy Baronet, whose 
person she has never- seen,. whose character 
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she has reason to abhor, and whose name sT1e· 
is forbidden to claim; entitled as she is to law
fully inherit his fortune and eslate, is there any 
probability that he will properly own her : and 
while he continues to persc·vere in cli~avowing 
his marriage \\ ith :Miss EvclJn, she shall never, 
at the expense of her mother's honor, receive 
a part of her right, as the donation of his 

bounty. 
And as to Mr. Evelyn's estate, i have no doubt 

1Jut that Maclame Duval aml her relations will 
Jispose of it among themselves. 

It seems, therefore, as if this dcserteJ. child 

though legally heiress of two large fortunes, 
must owe all her rational expectations to adop
tion and friendship. Yet her income will be 
snch as may make her happy, if she is. disposed 
to be so in pri, ate life; though it will hy nc;> 
means allow her to enjoy the luxury of a London 
fine lady. 

Let .d.iss Mirvan., then, Madam, shine in all 
the splen<lor of high life; but suifer my child 
still to enjoy the pleasures of humble retirement, 
with a mind to which greater views are un
known. 

I hope this reasoning will he honored with 
your approbation; and I have yet another motive 
1vhich has sorue weight with me; I would not 

·illinEly give offence to any human being) a.od. 
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surely Madame Duval might accuse me of in
justice, if, while I refuse to let her grandaugl • 
tcr wait upon her, I consent that she should joiu 
a party of pleasure to London. 

In sending her to Iloward Grove, not one of 
these scruples arise; and therefore :Mrs. Clinton, 
a most worthy woman, formerly her nurse and 
now my housekeeper, shall attend her thither 
next week. 

Th.Oltgh I have always called l1er hy the 
name of Am·illf!, and reported in this neigh
bourhood that her father, my intimate frirnd, 
lc[t her to my guardiansl1 ip, J<>t I have thought 
it neccs,ary she should herself be acquainted 
with the melancholy circumstances attending 
her birth ; for, though I am very desirous of 
guarding her from curiosity and impertinence, 
by concealing her name, family, and story, yet 
I would not leave it in the power of chance 
to shock her gentle nature with a tale of so 

much sorrow. 
You must not, 1\Iadam, expect too much from 

my pupil. She is quite a little rustic, and knows 
nothing of the world; and though her educa
tion has heen the hest I could bestow in this 
retired place, to which Dorchester, the nearest 
town, is seven mile.!\ distant, yet l shall not 
he surprised if you should discover in her a 
thousand d~ficiencies of which I have n vc 
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dreamed. She must be very much altered since 
she was last at Howard Grove,-but I will . say 
-nothing to her; I leave her to your Ladyship's 
own observations, of which I beg a faithful 
relation; and am, 

Dear Madam, with great respect, 

You~ ob~dient and most humble ser,-ant, 

A~TIIVA Vx~;:una. 
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LETTER V. 

'HR, VILLARS TO LADY liOW ARD. 

March 18. 
DEAR 1\fAD.AM, 

THT S letter will be delivered to you by my 
cbild,-the child of my adoption,-my affection
Unhlcst with one natural friend, she merits a 
thousand. I send her to you innocent as an 
angel and artless as pnrity itself; and I send 
you with her the heart of your friend,-the only 

_ lwpe he has on earth, the subject of his ten
dercst thoughts, and the object of his latest 
cares. She is one, 1\ladam, for whom alone I 
have lately wished to live; and she is one 
vhom to serve I would with transport die ! 

Restore her but to me all innocence as you 
receive her, and the foudest hope of my heart 

will be amply gratified. 

A. V:tLLARS. 
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LETTER VI. 

:l.ADY BOW .ARD TO Tll:E REV, MR. YILLARS~ 

Howarll Gro-ve. 

DEAR AND JU:V. SIR, 

THE solemn manner in which yon have com
mitted your child to my care has in some 
measure tlampcd the pleasure ·which I recciye 
from the trust, as it makes me fear that you 
suffer from your compliance ; in which case I 
shall very sincerely blame myself for the ear
nestness with which I have requested this. favor: 
hut remember, my good Sir, she is within a 
few days summons, and be assured I will not 
d tain her a moment longer than you -wish. 

You desire my opinion of her. -She is a 
little angrl! I cannot wonder that you sought Lo 

I\lOnopolize her; ueither ought you, at finding 
it impossible. 

Tier face and person answer my most rrfinrd 
id •as of complete beauty: and this, though a 
ubject of praise less imporlant to you or to 

me than any other, is yet so striling, it is not 
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possible to pnss it unnoticed. H :Hl I not known 
from whom she recei\ed her cducalion, I should, 
at first sight of so perfect a face, have bren in 
pain for her undtr::.ta•Hling; since it has been 
long <md justly remarked that folly has ever 
sousht alliance with beauty. 

She has the same w·ntleness in her manners, 
the same natural g1·ace in her motions, that 
I formerly so much admir 'd in her motlJCr.
ller character seerus truly ingenuous and simple; 
and, at the same time that nature has blessed 
her ·with an excellent undl'rstanding and gl'C[ t 
quickness of parts, she has a certain air of 
inexpcricuce and innocency that is extremely 

interesting. 
You have no reason to regret the retirement 

in '' hich she has lived.; since that politeness 
which is acquired bJ an acquaintance ·with high 
life, is in her so 'vcll supplied. by a natural de
sire of obliging, joined to a deportment infinitely 

engaging. 
I observe ·with great satisfaction a growing 

a[eclion ])ctwecn this amiable girl and my gran
llaughter, whose heart is as free from selli.slmcss 
or conceit a· that of her )'Otmg friend is from 
all guile. Their regard may be mutually useful, 
since much is to be expected from emulation, 
where nothing is to he feared from envy. I 
woulcl haye them loye each other as sisters, and 
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reciprocally supply the place of that tender 
and happy relationship, to which neither of them 
have a natural claim. 

Be satisfied, my good Sir, that your cl1ild 
shall meet with the same attention as our own. 
We all join in most hearty wishes for your 
health and happiness, and in returning our sin
cere thanks for the favor you have conferred on 
us. 

I am, Dear Sir, 

Your most faithful servant, 

M. How.anD. 
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LETTER VII. 

LADY HOW ARD TO TH:E REV. MR. VILLAR!. 

HowarJ. Grove_, 1\-Iarch 26. 

BE not alarmed, my worthy friend, at my so 
speedily troubling you again; I seldom use the 
ceremony of \Yaiting for answers or writing 
with any regularity, and 1 have at present im
mediate occasion for begging your patience. 

Mrs. J\iirvan has just received a letter from 
her long-absent husband, containing the wel
come news of his hoping to reach London by the 
beginning of next week. My daughter anJ the 
Captain have been separated almost seven years, 
and it would therefore be needless to say what 
joy, surprise, and consequently confusion, his 
at present unexpected return has caused at 
Howanl Grove. J\lrs . .Mirvan, you cannot doubt, 
will go instantly to town to meet him; her 
daue,htcr is under a thousand obligations to 
attend her; I grieve that her mother cannot. 

And now, my good Sir, I almost blush to 
proceed 1-hut, t~ll . me, may I ask-will you 



permit-that your child may accompany them 
Do not tl1inh. us unreasonable, but consider the 
many in(1ucemcnts '' hich conspire to make Lon
don the happiest place at prcscot she can 1Je 
in. The joyful occasion of tl1e journey; the 
.gaiety of .the whole party, opposed to the dull 
life she must lead if left here '' ith a solitary 
old woman for her sole companion, '"hi le she 
M well knows the cheerfulness and felicity 
enjoyed hy the rest of the family,-are circum
stances that seem to merit your consideration. 
Mrs. J.Hirvan desires me to assure you that one 
week is all she asks; .as she is certain that the 
Captain, who hates London, will be eager to 
revisit Howard G1·ove; and Maria is so very car
nest in wisbiut; to have the company of her friend, 
that, if you are inexorable, she will he deprived of 
half the l)leasure she other\\ ise hopes to receive. 

However, I will not, my good Sir, deceive 
you into an opinion that they intend to live in 
a retired manner, as that cannot he fairly ex
pected. But you l1ave no reason to be uneasy 
concerning :Madame Duval; she has not any 
correspondent in England, and obtains no intel
ligence but by common report. She must he 
a stranger to the name yom· child hears; and, 
even should she l1ear of this xcursion, so short 
a time as .a week or less, spent in town upon 
so particula1· an occasion, thouah previous to 
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their meeting, cannot 1le construed into disre
" p r.ct to herself. 

Mrs. Mirvan desires me to assure you, that 
if you 'lvill o])lige her, l1cr two cl1ildren shall 
equally share her time and her attention. She 
has scut a commission to a friend in town to 

take a house for her; and while &he '\vaits for 
an answer concerning it, I shall for one from 
you to our petition. However, your cl1ild is 
writing herself; and that, I douht not, will 
more avail thm all we can pOBsihly urge. 

l\Iy daughter desires her 1Jrst compliments 
to you, · if, she says, you will grant her re
fJUCst; Jmt not else. 

Adieu, my dear Sir,-we all hopP. every thing 
from your goodness. 

f . How.A.RD. 

YOT,. I. 
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LETTER VIII . .. 

:J'.v:ELINA. TO THE REV. 1\!R. VILLARS. 

Howard Grove, March 26. 

THIS house seems to be the house of joy; 
every face wears a smile, and a laugh is at 
every body's service: it is quite amusing to 
w~lk about, and see the general confusion.
A room leading to the garden is fitting up fur 
Captain ~1irvan's study. Lady Howard does 
not sit a moment in a place; Miss Mirvan is 
making caps;-every body so busy !-such flying 
from room to room !-so many orders given, 
and retracted, and given again !-nothing but 

hurry and perturbation. 
'V ell! but, my dear Sir, I am desired to make 

a request to you. I hope you will not think 
me an incroacber; L;aly Howard insists upon 
my writing !-yet I hardly know how to go on; 
a petition implies a want,-and have you left 

me one?-No, indeed. 
I am half ashamed of myself for beginning 

this letter. But these dear ladies are so prcssincr 
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-I cannot, for my life, resist wishing or the 
JJlcasures they offer mc,-provided you clo not 
tlisapprove them. 

They are to male a very short stay in town. 
The Captain wiH meet them in a Jay or two. 
1\lrs. 1\'lirvan and her sweet daughter both go; 
-what a happy party! Yet I am not very eager 
to accompany them: at least, I shall be con
tented to remain where I am, if you desire 
that I should . 

.Assured, my dearest Sir, of your goodness, 
your bounty, and your indulgent kindness, 
ought I to form a wish that has not your sanc
tion? Decide for me, therefore, without the least 
apprehension that I shall he uneasy or <liscon

tcnted. While I am yet in suspense, pei baps 
I may hope; hut I am most certain, that when 
you have once determined, I shall not repine. 

They tell me tl1at London is now iu full 
splendor. Two Play-houses are OJJen,- the 
Opera house,-Ranelagh,-and the Pantheon. 
-You see I have learned all their names. 
However, pray don't suppose tl1at J make any 
point of going, for I shall hanllf sigh to see 
them dcparl ,~· ithout me; tlJOugh I shall pro
bably never meet with such another opportunity. 
And, indeed, their domestic happiness will be 
so great,-it is natural lo wish to partake of it. 

I believe I am bewitched! I malle a rcsolu

:J ~ 
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tion when I b egan, that I lV~ntld not be urgent; 
hut my pen, or rather my tho\lghts, will not 
suffi r me to keep it!; for I acknowledge-! must 
acknowledge, I cannot help wishing for your 

permission. 
I almost repent already that I have made 

tl1is confession; pray forget that you have read 
it, if this journey is displeasing to you. Eut 
I will not write any longer; for the more I think 
of tl1is affair, the less indifl:'erent to it I find 

myself •. 
Adieu, my most honored, most reverenced, 

most beloved father ! for by ~"hat. other name 
can I call you? I have no happiness or sorrow, 
no hope or fear, hut ''rhat your kindness he
stows or your d:spleasure may cause. You 
will not, I am sure, send a refusal, without 
reasons unanswerable; and therefr1re I shall 

cheerfully acquiesce. Yet I hope-1 hope you 
will be a])le to permit me to go! I am, 

With the utmost affection, 

gratitude and duty 1 

Your 

Ev:cLINA-

I cannot to yozt sign Anvitle, and '\Yhat other 

name may I claim? 
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:HR. VtLLARS TO :Ev:ELIN A. 

Berry-Hill, March 2.8. 

TO resist the urgency of entreaty is a power 
which I have not yet acquired: I aim not at 
an authority which depriyes you of liberty, yet 

I would fain guide myself by a prudence which 
should save me the pangs of repentance. Your 
impatience to fly to a place which your ima
gination has painted to you in colors so attrac
tive, surprises me not; I have only to hope 
that the liveliness of your fancy may not deceive 
you : to refuse would be raising it still higher. 
To see my Evelina happy, is to sec myself 
without a wish :-go then, my child! and may 

that Heaven, which alone can, direct, preserve, 

and slrengthen you! To That, my love, will 
I daily offer prayers for your felicity! Oh, may 
it gnard,-watch over you!-defend you from 
danger, save you from distress, and keep vice 

as distant from your person as from your heart! 

and to me, may it grant the ultimate · blessing 
of closing these aged eyes in the arms of one so 
dear, so deservedly beloved! 

:a 3 AnTHUR V ILLARs. 
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LETTER X. 

XVEL1NA TO TIIE REV. 1\IR. VILLARS... 

Queen-Ann-Street, London, Saturday .April!).. 

'fliJS moment arrived-just going to Drury
I.. .. ane th aL1·c. The cclebr<lted Mr. G<lrrick per
forn s Ranger. I am quite in ecstasy;-so is 
1\lis~ M:irYan. How fortunate that be should 
happen to play! We would not let Mrs. Mirvan 
rest Lill she consented to go; her chief objection 
was to our dress, for we have had no. time to 
Londonize ourselves; but we teized her inlo 
compliance, and so we are to sit in some ob
icure place, tlw.t she may not be seen. As to 
n1e, I should he alike unknown in the most 
conspicuous or most private part of the house. 

I can write no more now. I have hardly 
time to breathe-only just this, the houses and 
streets are not quite so superb as I expected .. 
However, I have seen nothing yet; so I ought 
not to judge. 

Well, adieu, my dearest Sir, for the present! 
I could not forbear writing a few words in ... 
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atantly on my arrival; though I suppose my letter 
of thanks for your consent is still on the road. 

Saturday Night. 

0 my dear Sir, in what raptures am I returned! 
Well may Mr. Garrick. be so celebrated, so 
universally admired-! had not any idea of so 

~;reat a performer. 
Such ease ! such vivacity in his manner! such 

grace in his motions ! such fire and meaning 
in his eyes !-I could hardly believe he had 
studied a written part, for every word seemed to 
be uttered from the irn11ulse of the moment. 

His action-at once so graceful and so free ! 
-l1is voice-so clear, so melodious, yet so won
derfully various in its tones-such animation!

every look speaks ! 
I would have given the world to have had 

the whole pla.y acted over again: and when 
he danced-Oh, how I envied Clarinda! I almost 
wished to have jumped on the stage and joined 

them. 
I am afraid you will think me mad, so I won't 

say any· more; yet I really believe Mr. Garrick 
would make you mad too, if you could see him. 
I intend to ask l\frs. Mirvan to go to the play 
every night while we stay in town. She is 
e1tremely kind to me; and M aria, her charming 
daughter, is the sweetest girl in the world. 

:B lt 
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J shull write to you every evening all tl1at 
}HlS5rs in the day, and that in the same manner 
as, if I could see, I should tell you. 

Sunday. 

This morning we went to Portland chapel,. 
and :J ftenvards we wulked in the Mall of Saint 
James's Pmk, which hy no means answered my 
expcctntions: it is a long straight walk, of dirty 
gra\cl, very uneasy to the feet; and at each end, 
instc:H.l of an open prospect, nothing is to be seen 
hut houses built of brick. When :Mrs. Mirvan 
pointed out the Palace to me-1 think I was 
never much mo1'e surprised. 

However, the walk was very agreeable to us; 
ever) body looked gay and seemed pleased, and 
the ladies were so much dressed that :Miss Mir
van and I could do uoLhing Lul look at them. 
Mrs. Mirvan met several of her friends :-no 
wonder, for I ncvrr saw so many people as~ 
sembled together before. I looked about for 
some of my acquaintance, hut in vain, for I saw 
not one l)crson that I knew; which is very odd, 
for all the world seemed there. 

Mrs. Mirvan says we are not to walk in the 
Park again next Sunday, even if we should he 
in town, because there is br.tter company in 
Kensington Gardens. But really if you had seen 
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how much every hody "\\U dressed, you would 
not think. that possible. 

Monday. 

'Ve are to go this evening to a pri,ate ball,. 
given by l\lrs. Staul(!Y; a 'ery fasl1ionable lady 
of frs. 1\lin an's acquaintance. 

'Ye l1ave been (t hopping as :Mrs. l\firvan 
calls it, all this morning, to buy silks, caps, 
gauzes, and so forth. 

The shops are really very entertaining, espe
cially the mercers; there seem to he six or seven 
men belonging to each shop; and every one took 
cat·e, hy bowing and smir1·ing, to be noticed; '' e 
1vere conducted from one to another, and carried 
from room to room with so much ceremony, 
that at first I "as almost afraid to go on. 

I thought I should never ha ye chosen a silk; 
for th 'Y prO<.Iucctl so many I knew not "ltich 
to fix upon; and they rc,·ommcndcd them all so 
strongly, that I fancy they thout,hl I only wanted 
persuasion to bu.y evc•·y t!Jing th y sho·wed me : 
and, indeed, they took so much tro 1ble, that 
I was a1m ;;t asbamrd I could not. 

At the millinl rs, the ladi(•s we met wrre so 
much dressed, that J shoulJ rather have imagined 
th 'Y were makiug visit· than pm·chases : but 
what most <lihrtr(l me '\a , that we wt re more 
fr C{ll c·ntly sc1·vrd 1l) mPn than by womC'n; and 
5\lch ruen! so .Gui al, so aliecl~d !-tlwy seemed 

V 5 



EYELIN.\.. 

to understand every part of a woman"s dre ~ 
better than we do ourselves; and they recom
mended caps and ribbands with an air of so 
ruuch importance, that I wished to ask them 
how long they . had left off wearing them. 

The dispatch with which they work in these 
great shops is amazing, for they have promised 
me a complete suit of linen against the evening. 

I have just had ruy hai•r dnsscd. You can't 
think how oddly my head feels; full of powder 
and black pins, and a great cut>hion on the top 
of it. I believe you would hardly know me, 
for m face Iool\.s quite ( ifferent to what it did 

before my hair was dressed. '' 1en I shall be 
able to make use of a comb fur myself I can
not teil, for my hair is so much entangled, frizzled 

they call it, that I fear it will be very difficult. 
I am half afraid of this hall to-night; for, 

on know, I have ne r danced but at school; 
howe·yer, Miss 1\iin:an says there is nothing in 

il: yet I wish it was o t:r. 
Adieu, my lear Sir; pray excuse the wretched 

stuff I \Hite,. perhaps I ma) improve by bring 
in this tov, n, and then my letters will lJc less 
unworthy your rea( ing. 1\Iean time I am your 
dutiful and affectionate, though uupolishecl, 

E·v:I:LL A. 

Poor l\Iiss Mirvan cannot ' ear one of the 

caps sbe malle, b"'cause th~y dress her hair 

too large for them. 
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LETTER XI. 

EVELIN.A. IN CONTI!"UATION. 

Queen-Ann-Street, pril 5, Tuesday Morning. 

I HAVE a vast deal to say, and shall give all 
this morning to my pen. As to my plan of 
writing every evening the adventures of the 
clay, I find it impracticable; for the divC'rsions 
here are so very late, that, if I begin my letters 
after them, I could not go to bed at all. 

We passeJ a most <'Xtraordinary evening. A 
private ball 1his "'as called, so 1 expected to 
have seen about four or five conple; but Lord! 
my dear Sir, I helieyc I saw half the world~ 
Two very large rooms were full of company; 
in one, were cards for the elderly ladies, and 
in the other were the dancers. My mamma 
:Mirvan, for she ahvays calls me her child, said 
she would sit ''vith 1\laria and me till 1ve were 
provided \Vith partners, and then join the card
players. 

The gentlemen, as they passed and repasscd, 
looked as if they thought \VC were quttc at 

~ 
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their disposal, and only waiting for the honor 
of their commands; and they sat~ntered alJ~:mt, 
m a careless indolent manner, as if with a view 
to keep us in suspense. I don't speak of this 
m rC'gard to ~Iiss "JVJirvan and myself only, hut 
to the ladies in general; and I thought it so 
provoking, that I determined in my own mind, 
that, far from hum01·ing such airs, I would ra

ther not dance at all than '' ith any one who 
should seem to think me ready to accept the first 

partner "ho '' ould condrscend to take me. 
Not long after, · a young man, who had for 

some time looked at us with a kind of negligent 
impertinence, advanced, on tiptoe, to·wards me; 
llC l1ad a set smile on his face, and his dress 
was so foppish, tlw.t I rea11 y belirve he e-ven 
wished to 1Je stared at; and ) et he was ver)' 
·ugly. 

Bowing almost to tbe ground, 1vith a sort 
of swing, and wa1·ing his hand ,,-ith the greatest 
oonceit, after a sh(.rt and silly 1nmse, he said, 
"Madam-may I presume ?"-and slopped, offer
ing to take my hand. I drew it back, hut could 
scare~"' forbear laughing. " Allow me, Madam," 
continued · he, air ctedly breaking off eycry 
l1alf moment, '' the hor10r autl h:1ppiness-if 
I am not so unhappy as to address you too 
late-to have the happiness and houor-" 

A {)a in he ---woultl have taken my hand, hut 
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bowing my head, I begged to be excused, and 
turned to :Miss Mirvan to conceal my laughter. 
He then desired to know if I had already en
gaged myself to some more fortunate man? 
I said 1\o, and that I believed I should not 
dance at all. He would keep himself, he told 
me, disengaged, in hopes I should relent; and 
then, uttering some ridiculous speeches of sonow 
and disappointment, though his face still wore 
the same invariable smile, he retreated. 

It so happened, as we have since recollected, 
that during this little dialogue, :Mrs. 1\Iirvan 
was conversing with the lady of the house: 
and very soon after another gentleman, '~ ho 
seemed about six-and-twenty yf'ars old, gaily, 
but not foppishly dressed, and indeed e. tremely 
handsome, ·with an air of mixed politeness and 
gallantr_y, desired to know if I ''as eng;arr .(l 
or '' OLlld honor _him with my hand.-So he '~ as 

pleased to say. though J am sure I kno·w not 
' hat honor he could receive from m\j; hut 
th se sort of c. prc siM1s, I find, at·c used as 

'' ords of colll'se, without any distinction of 
persons or stlHly of propri('ty. 

'V ell, l ho"\\ <'d, aml J am sure I colored; 
for inrlced 1 was frightened at the thoughts of 
dancing before SO many veoplc, all Sll''-'li{;CrS7 

and, which was ·worse, with a stranger; h wcH~r, 
that was t.ma-yoidable, for though !looked rouncl 
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tlHJ room several times, J could not see one 
person that I knew: anJ so, he took my hand, 
and led me to join in the dance. 

The minuets were over ht.:fore we arrived, 
for we were kC'pt late hy the milliner's making 
us wait for our things. 

He seemed vt>ry desirous of entering into con
versation '"ith me; but I was sC'izcd with such 
a panic, that I could hardly speak a word; 
an~J nothing but the slwme of so soon changing 
my mind pr~vented my returning to my seat,. 
and declining to dance at all. -

He appeared to be surprised at my terror, 
which I believe was but too apparent: however,. 
he asl.ed no questions, though I f~ar he must 
think it very strange; for I did not choose to 
tell him it was owing to my never before dancing 
hut with a schuolgirl. 

His conversation was sensible and spirited ; 
l1is air and address were open and noble j his 
manners gentle, allentive, and infinitely en
gaging; his person is all elegance, and his 
countenance the most animated and expressive. 
I have ever seen. 

In a short time we were joined by Miss Mir
yan, who stood next couple to us. But how 
1-vas I startled, ·when she whispered me that 
my partner was a nobleman! ·This gave me a 
new alarm 1 how will he he provoked, thought 
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, when he finds what a simple rustic he has 
lwnored with his choice! one whose ignorance 
of the world makes her perpetually fear doing 

something wrong! 
That he ihoulJ be so much my superio~ 

every way, quite disconcerted me; and you will 
suppose my spirits were not much raised, when 
I heard a lady, in passing us, say, " This is the 

most difficult dance I ever saw." 
" 0 dear! then," cried Maria to .her part

ner, " with your leave, I'll sit down till the 

next.', 
" So will I too, then,', cried I, "for I am 

sure I can harJly stand." 
" But you must speak to your partner first,, 

answered she; for he had turned aside to talk. 
with some gentlemen. Ho'\ ever, I had not suf
ficient couruge to addr('SS him,, and so away 
we all tbree tript, and s ,ateJ oursdvcs at another 

end of the room. 
But, unfortunately for me, 1\liss Mirvan soon 

after suffered hcrsC'lf to he prevailed npon tO: 
attempt the dance; and just as she rose to go,. 
sl1e cried, " 'ly drar, yonder is your partner, 
Lord Onille, walking about the room in searcl'l 

of you." 
" Don't leave me then, dear girl!" cried I; 

hut she was obliged to go. Antl now I was 

m.o1·c Wlcasy than ever; I would have giv-en ~he-
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world to have seen Mrs. Mirvan, and hrgged 
of her to make my apologies; for what, thought 
I, can I possihl} say to him .in excuse for run
ning a\lay? he must either conclude me a fool, 
or lwlf mad; for any one brought up in the 
gr~a"t world, and accustomed to its. '' ays, can 
have no idea of such sort uf fears as mine. 

1\Iy confusion incrcas d when I obser\""ed that 
he \Yas every wh(·re se~..:l.ing me ·with apparent 
p(·rplrxity and suq,rise; but when, at last, I saw 
llim muvc to\¥ards thr place where I sat, I 
was r"!ady to sink \\iih shame and distress.
! found it absolutely imJJOssible to keep my srat, 
hccal1se I could not thiuk of a wor<l to say for 
mys~lf; and so I ro. e and walked l1astily to
wards the carcl-rom.l, rrsuhi1 g to ::~tay ~ith 

Mrs. l\1in an the rest of the evening and not 
to dan~e at all: bl t bcfoJ"' I eould find her, 
Lord Orvillc saw and approac 1Nl me. 

IJ e ]):>ggcd to l..now if was uot \V ·11? You. 

ma_ casi1
:- imagin<' ho1 much l was emb;.rrassed. 

I made no answ ·r, bt hung l ty h~ad like a. 
fool, an• lool tal on n.y f;.,n. 

He then, with an air the most respPctfully 
serious, asked if he had been so u1 happy as to 
ofl'cnd me ? 

" No indl'cd !" cried I : and, in hopes of 
changing • the discourse, and preventing his 
further inquires, I desired to know if he had 



seen tl1e youug lady who had. been conversing 
with me? 

No;-but would. I honor him with any com
lnands to her? 

" Oh, by no . means!" 
Was there any other person with whom 

I wished to speak? 
I said no, before I knew I had answered 

at all. 
Should he have the pleasure of bringing me 

any refreshment? 
I bowed almost involuntarily; and away he 

flew. 
I was quite ashamed of being so troublesome 

and so much above lllJSelf as these seeming 
airs made me appear; but indcetl I was too 
much confused, to think or act with any con
sistency. 

If he had not been swift as lightning, I don't 
know whether I should not have stolen away 
again; but he l'eturne;l in a moment. When 
I had drank a glass of lemonade, he hopcdl 
l1e said, that I ·would again honor him with 
my hand, as a new dance was just begun. 
I had not the presence of mind to say a single 
word, and so I let him once more lead. me to 
the place I had left. 

Shockc'cl to find how silly -how chiltlish a 
p11rt I had acted1 my fonner fears of dancing 
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before such a company, and with such a partner, 
returned more forcibly than ever. I suppose 
he perceived my uneasiness, for he inlreateu 
me Lo sit down again, if dancing was dis
agreeable to me : but l was quite satisfied with 
the folly I had already shown, and therefore 
declined his offer, though I was really scarce 

able to stand. 
Under such conscious disadvantages, you may 

easily imagine, my dear Sir, l1ow ill I acquitted 
myself. But, though I both expected and de
served to find him very much mortified and 
displeased at his ill fortune in the choice he 
had made, yet, to my very great relief, he 
appeared to he even contented, and very much 
assisted and · encouraged me. These people in 
high life have too much presence of mind, 
I believe, to seem disconcerted or out o£ humor, 
however they may feel: for bad I been the 
person of the most consequence in the room, 
I could not have met with more attention and 
respect. 

When the ' dance was over, seing me still 
very much flurried, he led me to a seat, saying 
that he would not suffer me to fatigue wyself 
from politeness. 

And then, if my capacity-or even if my 
spirits had been better, in how animated a 

conversation might I have been engaged! It 
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was then I saw tl1at the rank of Lord Orville 
was his least recommentiation, his understanding 
and his ruanners being far more distinguished. 
His remarks upon the company in general were 
"so apt, so just, so lively, I am almost surprised 
myself that they did not reanimate me; hut 
indeed I wus too well convinc ·d of the ridi
culous p~rt I had myself played before so nice 
an ob erver, to he able to enjoy his pleasantry; 
so self-compassion gave me feeling fon others: 
yet I had not the courage to attempt either 
to defend them, or to rally in my turn, but 
listened to him in sllcnt embarrassment. 

When he found this, he changed the subject, 
aml talked of public places and public per
formers; hut he soon discovered that I was 

totally ignorant of them. 
He then, very ingeniously, turned the dis~ 

course to the amusements and occupations of 

the country. 
It now struck me, that he was resolved to 

try whether or not I was capable of talking 
upon any subject; this put so great a con
straint upon my thoughts, that I was unable 
to go further than a ·monosyllable ; and not 
even so far when I could possibly avoid it. 

We were sitting in this manner,-be con
versing with all gaiety, I looking down with 

It .ill foolishness,-when that fop who had .first 
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asked me to dance, with a most ridiculous 

. solemnity, approached, and after a profound 
how or two, said, " I lm 1bly heg par<.1on, 
Maclam,-and of you Loo, my Lord,-for lJrcak
ing in upon such agreeable conversation-which 
must, doubtlc s, he much more dt lcclahle
than what I have the honor to offer-but-'; 

I interrupted him-I blush for my folly,
with laughing; yet I couhl not help it, for, 
added to the man's stat~ly foppishncss,-and he 
actually took snuff between every three words, 
-·when I looked round at Lord Qryille, I saw 
such extreme surprise in his face,-the cause of 
which appeared so absurd, that I could not for 
my life 1weserve my gravity. 

I had not laughed before from the time 
I had left Miss Mirvan, and. I had much better 
have cried. then; Lord Orville actually stared 
at me; the beau, I know not his name, looked 
quite enraged. "Refrain-Madam," said he, 
with an important air, " a few moments refrain! 
-1 have but a sentence to trouble you with. 
-May I know to ~hat accident I must attribute 
not having the honor of your hand?" 

'' Accident, Sir!', repeated I, much asto
nished. 

" Yes, accident, Madam-for surely,-1 must 
take the liberty to observe-pardon me, Madam,. 
-it ought to he no common one-that should 
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tempt a lady-so young a one too,-to be guilty 
of ill manners." 

A confused idea now for the first time entered 
my head, of something I had heard of the rules 
of an assembly; but I was never at one before, 
- I have only danced at school,-and so giddy 
and heedless I was, that I had not once consi
dered the impropriety of refusing one partner 
and afterwards accepting another. I was thun
derstruck at the recollection: hut, while these 
thoughts were rushing into my head, Lord Or
ville, with some warmth, said, " This lady, 
Sir, is incapable of meriting such an accusa

tion?" 
The creature-for I am very angry with him 

-made a low how, and with a gl'in the most 
malicious I ever saw! " My Lord," said he, "far 
he it from me to a ccuse the Lady for having the 
<liscernruent to distinguish and prefer, the su
perior attractions of your Lordship." 

Again he bowed, and walked off. 
Was ever any thing so provoking? I was ready 

to die with shame. ' What a coxcomb !" ex
claimed Lord Orvillc; while I, without knowing 
what l did; rose hastily, and moving off, " I 
can't imagine," cried I, " where :Mrs. Minan has 
hid herself!', 

" Give me leave to see," ans,vered he. I bowed 
and sat down again, not daring to meet his eyes:; 



for what must he think of me, between my 
blunder and the supposed preference? 

He returned in a moment, and told me that 
Mrs. Mirvan was at cards, but would be glad to 
see me; and l went imme(liately. Thc1·e "as 
hut one chair ·vacant, so, to my great r elief, 
Lord Orville presently left us. I then told 
1\-irs. Mirvan my disasters, and she good-na
turedly blamed herself for not having better in
structed me, but said she had taken it for granted 
that I must know such common customs. How
ever, the man may, I think, be satisfied "\'rith 
his pretty speech, and carry his resentment no 
farther. 

J n a short time, Lord Orville returned. I con
sented, with the best grace I could, to go down 
another dance, for I had had time to recollect 
myself, and therefore resolved to use some exer
tion, and, if possible, appear less a fool than I 
had hitherto done; for it occurred to me that 
insignificant as I was, compared to a man of his 
rank and figure, yet, since he had been so un
fortunate as to make choice of me for a partner, 
why-I should endeavour to make the hest of it. 

The dance, however, was short, and he spoke 
very little; so I had no opportunity of putting 
my resolution in practice. He was satisfied, I 
suppose, with his former successless efforts to 
draw me out: or, rather, I fancied, he had been 
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inquiring who I was. This again disconcerted 
me, and the spirits I had df'termined to exert 
again failed me. Tired, ashamed, and morLified, 
I hegged to sit down till we returned home, which 
I did soon after. Lord Orville did me the honor 
to hand me to the coach, talking all the way of 
the honor I had done ltim !-Oh, these fashion-
able people! 

Well, my dear Sir, was it not a strange even-
ing? I could not help being,. thus particular, 
because, to me, every thing is so ne,,.. But it 
is now time to conclude. I am, with all love 
and duty, 

Your 

EVELI ..... 
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LETTER XII. 

J~YELIN .A IN CONTINU .ATION. 

Tuesday, April, 5. 

THERE is to he no end to the trou1.>les of last 
night. I have Lhis moment, between persuasion 
and laughter, gathered from 1\laria the most 
curious dialogue that ever I heard. You will, 
at first, be starlled at my vanity; hut, my dear 
Sir, have patience ! 

It must have passed while I was silting with 
Mrs. l\1irvan in the card-room. Maria was taking 
some refreshment, and saw Lord 01'ville ad
vancing for the same purpose himself; but he 
did not know her, though she immediately recol
lected him. Presently after, a very gay-looling 
man, stepping hastily up to him, cried_, " Why, 
my Lord, what have you done with your lovely 
partner?'' 

" Nothing!" answered Lord Orville, with a 
smile and a !:.hrug. 

" By Jove," cried the man, " she is the most 
beautiful creature I ever saw in my life!', 
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Lortl Orville, as he well might, laughed, 
Lut answCJ·cd-" Yes, a pretty modest-looking 
'birl." 

" Oh, my Lord!" cried the madman, "she i 
a·n angel!'' 

" A silent one,11 returned he. 
" V\'hy aye, my Lord! how stands she as to 

that? She looks all intelligence and expression.,. 
" A poor weak girl ! " ans"\-vered Lord On•illc, 

shaking his head. 

" By Jo e/' cried the other, " I am glad to 
hear it!'' 

At that moment, the same odious creature who 
h:1d ])een my former tormentor, joined them. 
Addressing Lord Orville with great respf'ct, he 
said, " I beg pardon, my Lord, if I was-as I 
fear might be the case-rather too severe in my 
ccnsut'C of the lady who is houorcd with your 
protection ;-hut, my Lord, ill-breeding is apt to 
1wovoke a 1nan." 

"1ll-hrccding !" cried my unknown champion, 
'' impossible! that elcg:mt face can ne1-·cr be so 
Yile a mask!" 

" 0 Sir, as to tl1at,'' answered he, '~you must 
allow 1ne Lo jullge; for though I pay alllleference 
to your opinion in other thiugs,-yctl hope you 
'\'fill g1·ant-and I a})pral to your Lordship a1so
dwt I am not totally despicable as a judge of good 
or ill ruanncrs.'1 

VOL, I, c 
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" I 1vas so wl10lly ignorant," said Lord Or
-ville, gravely, " of Lhe provocation you might 
l1ave had, that I could nClt but ]Je surprised at 
your singular resentment." 

"It \\'as far from ruy intention," answered he, 
" to olfcntl your Lordship; hut really, for a 
person who is noholly to give herself such airs, 
-1 own I coul<. not command my passions: for, 
my Lord, though I have made diligent inquiry, 

I cannot learn who she is." 
" By what I can make out," cried my de

fender, " she must be a country parson's daugh

ter." 
" He! he ! he! very good, 'pon honor !"cried 

the fop,-" well, so I could have sworn by her 

manners." 
And then, delighted at his own wit, he 

laughed, and weut away, as I suppose, to re

peat it. 
" But what the deuce is all this?" demanded 

the other. 
" 'Vhy a very foolish'afl'ajr," answered Lor<.l 

Oryillc: " your Helen first refused this coxcomb, 
and then-danced with me. This is all I can 

gather of it." 
"Oh, Orvilie," returned he, "you are a happy 

man !-But, ill-bred ?-I can never believe iL! 
anti she looks too scns~blc to be ignorant." 

u 'Vhether ignoraut or mischievous, I will 
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not pretend to uetermine, hut certain it is sbe 
allended to all I could say to her, though 1 have 
really fatigued myself with fruitless endeavours 
to entertain her with the most immovcahle gra
vity; but no sooner did Lovel begin his complaint, 
than she was seized with a fit of laughing; first 
affronting the poor beuu, and then cnjo) iug hi9 
mortification.,, 

"Ha! ha! ha! whythere's some g,nius in 
that, my Lord, though perhaps rather rustic." 

Here Maria was ea led to dance, and so heard 
no more. 

Now, tell me, my dear Sir, did you e'Vcr know 
nny thing more provoh.ing? "A poor weak girl!', 

" ignorant or mischievous !n \Yhat mortifying 
words! I am resolved, ho·wevcr, that l ".ill 
never again he tempted to go to an assembly. I 
wish I had been in Dorsetshire. 

'Veil, after this, you will not he surprised 
that Lord Orvillc contented himself ' ith an 
inquiry after our hrallhs this morning, hy his 
senaut, witboul trouhl"ng himself to call, as 
~Iiss l\lin'an had to1d me he ·would: but perhaps 
it may he only a counlJ'Y custom. 

I would not live here for the wo1ld. I care 
11ot how soon we ll!aYe town. London soon 
gt·ows tirr.some. I ·wish the C:~ptai.!l would come. 

hs. Mirvau talks of the opera for tl1is eYcning) 
Lowcv r, I am very indiircrent about it. 

c !} 
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Wednesuay Morning. 

'V ell, my dear Sir, I have been pleasec1 against 
my will, I coulJ ahuost say, for I must own I 
,,·cnt out in very ill-lnunor, ""'hich I tl1ink you 
cannot wun<ler at: hut the music and the singing 
wrre charruing; they soothed me into a pleasure 
tbe most gratcrul, the hrsl suited to my present 
disposition in the worlJ. I hope to persuade 
Mrs.l\lirvan to go again on Saturday. I \\ish the 
op -ra was every night. It is, of all entertain
ments, the S1\ cetest an<l most delightful. Some 
of the songs seemed to melt my very soul. It 
was what they call a serioYs opera, as the comic 

first singc·r ""'as ill. 
To-night we go to Ranclagh. lf any of those 

three gentlrmen ""' ho converse(l so freel) a bout 
me should be there-but I won't think of it. 

Thursday Morning. 

'Ve1l, n y dear Sir, we w'ent to Ranelagh. 
~t is a chnrming place, and the hri.liancy of tl.e 
lights, ou my f1rst entrance, mallc me almost 
t1 ink I was iu some inchantcd c<~stte or fairy 

pa1ace; for all looked like magic to me. 
The very first person 1 saw was Lord Orville. 

I {eit so confused ! - but he did not see me. 
I 

..lftCJ.' tea, l\lrs. ::Mirvan being tired, l.Vlaria awl 
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I walked. round the room alone. Then agnin 
we saw him, standing hy the orchestra. 'Vc, 
too, stopt to hear a s.ingcr. He bowed to me; 
I curtsied, and I am sure 1 colored.-We soon 
-walked on, not liking our situation: howevrr, 
he did not follow us; and when we passed hy 
the orchestra again, he was gone. Afterwa1·ds 
in the course of the even.ing, we met him seve
ral times ; but he was ahvays with some part~', 

and neYCl' spoke to us, though whenever he 
chanced to meet ruy eyes he comlesccuJcd to 
bow. 

I cannot 1ntl be hurt at the opinion he en
tertains of me. It is true, my own behaviour 
'incnncJ it-yet he is himself the most agreeable, 
and, seemingly, the most amiable man in the 
'' orlJ; and therefore it is that J am gl'ienrl 
to he thought ill of hy him: for of whose esteem 
onght we to be ambitious, if not of those vd ~ 
mo.,t mPrit our own ?-But it is too late to 
reflect upon tl1is now. Well, I can't help it; 
-however, I tl1ink I have done with assem
blies! 

This morning wns dcslined for seeing sig/,ts,. 
auctions, curious shops, and so forth; hut n1y 
head ached, and I was not in a lmmor Lo he 
amused, and so I made them go witlwut me, 
th ugh very unwillingly.-They are all 1- indness. 

And now I am sorry I did not accompan r 
(; .3 
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t11Cm, for I know not what to do ,vith Jnyself. 
I had resolved not to go to the play to-night; 
hut I believe I shall. In short, I harc.lly carQ 

whether 1 do or not. 

I thought I had clone wrong! 1\'Irs. Minan 
and Maria l1ave · been half the town over, anll 
so entertained !-while I, like a fool, staid at 
home to do nothing: and, at an auction in 
Pall-mall, who should they meet but Lord 
Orville! he sat next to 1\lrs. l\1irvan, <1.nd tbcy 
talked a great deal together: but she gave me 

no account of the conversation. 
I may nevt r have such another opportunity 

of seeing London; I am quite sorry that I was 
not of the party; but I deserve this mortifica~ 

tion for havins indulged my ill-humor. 

Thursday Night. 

We are just returned from the play, "\vhieh 
·was King Lear, and has made me very sad .. 
We did not see any body we knew. 

Well, adieu, it is too bte to write more. 

Friday. 

Captain Mirvan is arrived. I l1ave not spirits 
to giye an account of his introd·uction, for h 
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has really shocked me. I do not like him. He 
seems to be surly, vulgar, and disagreeable. 

Almost the same moment that Maria was 
presented to him, he ])(•gan same rude jest. 
upon the had shape of her nose, and called 
her a tall, ill-formed thing. She bore it with 
the utmost good-humor; but that kind and 
sweet-tempered woman, 1\Irs. Mirvan, deservetl 
a better lot: I am amazed she would marry 
him. 

For my own part, I" have been so sl1y, that 
I have hardly spoken to him, or he to me. 
I cannot imagine '' hy the famijy '~as so re
joiced at his return. If he had spent his whole 
life abroad, I should havo supposed they might 
rather have been thankful than sorrowful:
however, I hope they do not think so ill of 
him as I do; at least, I am sure they have 
too much prudence to make it known. 

Saturday Night. 

We have lleen to the opera, and T am still 
more pleased than I was on Tuesday. J eonltl 
have thought myself in paradise, hut for the 
continual talking of the company around me. 
\Ve sat in the pit, where every body was drcssc(l 
in so high a style, that, if I had been less <le
lighted with the performance, my eyes 1voul 

{' 4 
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have found me sufficient entertainment fi·om 

looking at the ladies. 
I ·was -very glad I did not sit next the Captain, 

for he could not bear the music or singers, 
and was e~tremely gross in his observations on 
both. When the opera "\'t'as o-ver, -we ·went into 
a place called the coffee-room, where ladies <1S 

well as gentlemen assemble. There are ~n 
sorts of refreshments, and the company walk. 

about and clzat ·with the same ease and freedom 
~s in a private room. 

On 1\Ionday we go to a ridotto, anll on Wed
ncsday we return to Ho'Y~nl Grove. The 
Captain says he won't stny here to be snwk. d 
;t:ith filth any longer; but, ha\ ing heen sevi.'n 
years snwked t-vith a burning sun, he will re
tire to the country, and sink into a Jair-weatlzer 

chap. 

Adieu, my de<;lr Sir .. 
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LETTER XIII. 

:EVELINA IN CONTINUATIO~. 

Tuesday, April 12. 

IY D:LAR Sin, 

'VE came home from tlte ridotto so btc, 
or rather so early, that it ·was not possible for 
me to write. Indeed '"'e did not go:-) on "ill 
1>c fr·ightened to hear it,-till l)ast elevrn o'duck; 
hut nobody dors :-a terrible reverse of tlJC 
order of nature! 'Ve sleep 1vith the sun, and 
wake with the moon. 

The room ·nas very m~gnificent th~ lights 
and decorations were hriHiant_, aJHl the cmn
pany gay and splendid. But 1 should have 
told you, that 1 made many oLj ction · to h ·• ing 
of the party, accorc.ling to the r"solntion 1 had 
formed. However, l\laria lat~ghed ' me out of 
my scruples, and so once again-! went to an 
assembly .. 

:Miss Mirvan danced a minuet, hut J had 
not lhe courage to follow her e ample. In our 
~lls I saw Loru On ille. He 1va: q tit , alo 1.~ 

~ 
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but did not observe us. Yet, as he scemN 
of no party, I thought it was not impossible 
that he might join us; and though I did not 

wish much to dance at all-yet, as I'' as more 
acquainted with him than with any other person 
in the room, I must own [ could not help 
thinking it would he infinitely IDOJ'e desirable 
to dance again with him than with an entire 
stranger. To be snre, after all that had passed, 
it was very ridicul us to suppose it even pro
bable that Lord Orville wou d again honor me 
with his choice; yet I am con1pelled to confes 
my absurdity, by 1vay of explaining "hat follows. 

Miss 1\linan was soon cnt;agcd; and pre-

ently after, a very fashiunabte, ga)looking 
roan, who seemed about thirty years of age, 

addressed lJimself to me, antl begged to have the 
honor of dancing with me. No·w Maria's l)artner 
was a gentleman of Mrs. l\1irvan's acquaintance; 
for she had told us it 1vas hit,tly improper for 
:young women to tlancc -o;vith slrangcrs at any 
puh~ic assembly. Imleecl it 1vas hy no means 
ruy ·wish so to do; yet I did not like to con
fine myself from dancing at all; neither did 

I dare refuse this gentleman, as I had done 
:Mr. Lo1'cl, and then, if any acquaintance should 
offer~ accept l1im: and so, all these ~·casons 

combining, induced me to tell him-yet I blush 

to write it to you !-that I ''as already en-



gagedj by which J meant to lcep myself at 
liht•rL) to dance or not, as matters should fall 
out. 

1 suppose my conseiousncss Jwtrayrtl my ar
tiftcc, for he looked at me as if iucr dn1ous; 
and, instead of ]Jeing satisfied witL my an~wrr.r 
and lcavi 1g me, a'Ccording to my e 1>''Clation, 
he \'l:·alked at my side, and, with the greatest 
ease imaginable, h"gan a convrrsation in the 
free style which only brlongs to old and in
timate acquaiatancc. But, \\hat lras most pro
voking, he a!:kcd me a thousand questions 
concerning the pariner to wh"m I f..'ar; engaged: 
and, at last, he said, " Is it really pos.3ible 
tlwt a n an ,., horn ) ou haH~ honorcd "ith your 
acceptance, can fail Lo he at haud to profit 
from your goodness?" 

I fdt e~trC'mcly Coolish, and hcgg<'<l 1\Irs. 1\Iir
van to lead to a sl.'al, "hich she YPry ohligiugly 
llid. The Captain sat lll'XL hrr, anti~ Lo my 
great surprise, this gr.ntlPman thought 1wopcr 
to follow, and seat himself next to me. 

" 'Vbat an insensible!" conti nucd he, "wl1y, 
Madam, you are missing the most delightful 
dance in the world! The man must he ('it her 
mad, or a fool-\Vhich do you incline lo Lhiul 
him yourself?" 

" Neither, Sir," answered I, in some con
fusion. 
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He begged my pardon for the freedom of l1is 
supposition, saying, "I really '\vas olfmy guard, 
from astonishment that any man can he so 
much and so unaccountahly his own enemy. 
:But "here, :Madam, can he possibly he ?-has 
he left the room ?-or has not he been in it?" 

" Indeed, Sir," said I peevishly, " I know 
nothing of him." 

" I don't wonder that you are disconce.rted, 
Madam, it is really very provoking. The hest 
part of the evening will ])e ahso1utely lost. 
He deserves not that you should wait for him.~' 

" I do not, Sir," said I, " and I beg yoa 
not to-" 

" Mortif) ing, indeed, Madam," interrupted' 
he, ((a l<Hly to wait for a gentleman :-0 fie! 
-careless fellow !-what can detain him?
Will you gi re me lea,·e to seck him?" 

" If you please, Sir," answered I, quite 
terrified Jest :Mrs. Mirvan should attend to him, 
for she looked very much surprised at seeing 
m.~ enter into conyersalion with a stranger. 

" '\'Vith all my heart/' cried he; "pray \\hat 
coat has he on?" 

" J ncleed I never looked at it." 
" Out upon him!" cried he; ((What! dicl 

he address } ou in a coat not '-rorth lool..ing 
at?-'Vhat a shah!)y wretch!,:' 

How ridiculous! I really could not heJ 



Iauglting; 1vhich, I fear, cncom'ngcd him, for 
he Wl>nt on. 

" Charming crcnture!-and can you rr.ally 
hear ill usage_ .. with so much swceln ss ?-Can 
you, like patience Nt a monument, smile in the 
midst of disappointment ?-For my p. rt, though 
I am not the offended person, my indignntion 
is so great, that I long to kick the fellow: 
round the room !-unless, indccd,"-hcsitatin~ 
and looking earnestly at me-" unless, inLlectl, 
-it is a partner of your own creating?" 

I was dreadfully abashed, aml could not 
mal.e any answer. 

" But no!~' cried he, again, and with '\Yarruth, 
" it cannot he that ) ou are so cruel! Softn( 
itself is painted in your eyes:-You coulcl not, 
surely, have the barbarity so ·wantonly to trifle 
'\\ ith my misery." 

I turned away from tbis nonsense with real 
disgust. Mrs . .Minan saw my confusion, hut 
\'\as perplexed wlwt to think of it, and I could 
not explain to her the_ cause lest the Captain 
should h~ar me. I thc1'efore proposed to ·walk; 
she consented, and we all rose; ]Jut, would )OU 

helio..;ve it? this man had the. assurance to rise 
too, and walk close hy my si ~e, as if of my 
party! 

" Now/' cried he, " I hope we slwll see thi 
· ;.gTatc.-I.s tlJut he T-·IlOiu.Liug to n old IDau, 
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'' ho was lamC', '' or that !"-and in t11is manner 
he asked me of ''~hoeY<>r was old or ugly in tl1e 
room. I mnde no sort o[ answer; anll "'hen h• 
found that [ "\vas resolutely silent, and 1Yalked on 
as much as I could without observing him, he 
suddenly stamped his foot, and cried out, in a 
passion, "Fool! idcot! booby!" 

I turned hastily toward him: '' Oh, ~!adam !" 
continued he, "forgiye my -reheuence; lnlt I 
am distracted to think there should exi:.,t a wretch 
·n ho eau slight a blessing for w hi eh I ·would 
forfeit my life !-Oh ! that I co:nld but meet him L 
I '' oultl soon-but I grow angry : pardon me, 
Ma<!am, my passions are violent, and your 

)njurics affect me!" 
I hegan to apprehend he was a madman, and 

~tared at him with the utmost astonishment. " I 
sep }OU are moYed, Madam," said be; "generous 
creature !-but don't be alarmed, I am cool again, 
I am indeed,-upon my soul I am:-I entreat 
you, most lovely of mortals! I ,entreat you to he 
easy." 

" Indeed, Sir," said I very seriously, "I must 
insist upon your leaving me ; you are quite a 
stranger to me, and l am both unused and aver.se 
to your language and your manners." 

This seemed to have some elfect on him: he 
made me a low })ow,. begged my pardon, and 

owed l1e would not for the world offend me .. 
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" Then, Sir, you must leave me," cried I. 
" I am gone, :Mailam, I am. gone!" -.;:o;·ith a 

most tragical air; aml he marched a·w·ay, a. 

quich pace, out of sight in a moment; hut before 
I had iime to congratulate myself, he ""as again 

at my elbow. . 
" And could you really let me go, and not 

he sony?-Can you sec me suffer ton 1ents incx
l)rcssiblc, and yet retain all your favor for that 
miscreant who flies you?-Ungratcful puppy !-I 

could bastinado him!" 
" For Heaven's sake, my dear," .cried l\hs, 

l1in•an, "who is he talking of?'' 
" Indeed-I tlo not know, l\1adam ," said I, 

tc hut I wish he 'voultlleave me." 
" What's all that there?" criC<-l the Captain. 
rrhe man made a low bow, and said, "Only, 

Sir, a slight ohjection ,vhich this young latly 
makes to dancing with me, and which I am en
deavouring to oln·ialc. I shall think myself 
greatly honorecl, if you will intercede for me." 

"Thal bdy, Sir," said the Ca 1)tain coldly, " is 
her ow11 mistr.:ss." At <l he walkPd sullenly on, 

'' You, 1\ladam," said the man, ·who looked 
delighte<l, to 1lrs. Mirvan, " ·ou, 1 hope, will 

aYe the g•Jo<lncss to speak for me." 
" Sir," ans,rend sl1e grav ly, '' I haYe not 

the pl ·asurc of being acquainted with you." 
' 1 1 ho c when you have, 1\la'am/' cri.cd Le 
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'Undaunted, · ((you will honor me with your ap
prohation; ]Jut, while I am yet unkno-wn to you, 
it would he t1·u!y generous in yo·1 to countenance 
nte; and, I flatter myself, :Madam, Lhat you ·n·ill 
not have cause to repent it." 

1\Irs. Mirvan, ·with an embarrassed a.ir, replied, 
"I do not at all mean, Sir, to doubt your being 
a grntleman,-hut,-" 

" But t-v!zat, MaJam ?-that douht remove<.l, 
why a but?" 

" vVdl, Sir," said "L\Irs. Mirvan with a good
humorcd smile, " I will even treat you with 
your own plainness, and try \V hat eff~ct that '"ill 
lwve on yon: I must therefQre tell you, once for 
all,-" 

" Oh, pardon me Madam!" interrupted l1e 
eagerly_, "you must not proceed with those 
words, once for all_,· no, if I have been too 
plu.in_, and, though a man, deserve a rehuh•, 
remember, dear ladies, that if you copy, you 
ought in justice to .-~xcuse me." 

We lJoth stared at the man's strange behaviour. 
" Be nobler than your sex," continued he, 

turning to me, "honor me with one J.ance, and 
give up Lhe ingrate who has merited so ill you1• 
patience." 

Mrs. Mirvan looked 1-v.ith astonisluuent at us 
both. '' 'Vho does he speak of7 my clear ?-you 
never mentioned-" 



" 0 1\fadam !" exclaimed he, -tc he was nol 

worth mentioning-it is pity he was cyer thought. 
of: hut let us f01·gct his existence. One dance 
is all I solicit; permit me, Madam, the honor 
of this young lady's hand; it will he a favor 
I shall ever most gratefully acknowledge." 

" Sir," answered she, " favors and stran ... 
gers haye with me no connexion.') 

" If you have hitherto," said he, " confined. 
your henevo~ence to your intirua~e friends, sur .... 
ier me to he the .first for 1\ horn your charity 

is cnlarscd." 
" 'yell, Sir! I lno"\V not what to say to you, 

-hut-" 
He stopped her but with so many urgent in

treaties, that she at last told rue 1 must either 
go down one dance, or avoid his importuniti.cs 

by returning home. I hesitated which altcr
ndtive to chouse; but this impetuous man at length 
prevailed, and I 1 as ooligcd to consent to dance 

with llim. 
Aml thus was my deviation from truth pn .. 

nisheJ; and thus did this man's Jctcrwiucd bold

ness conquer. 
During the dance, before we were too much 

('ngagcd in it for conversation, he was ex
tremely provoking ahout my partner, and tried 
('Very means in his power · to make me own 

hat I l1arl flcccivc<.l bim; which) though _ 
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\\'oulJ not so far humble myself as to acknow
ledge, was, indeed, but too obvious. 

Lord Onille, I fancy, did not dance at all; 
he seemed to have a large acqu intancc, and 
joined several different parties: but you "ill 
easily suppose I '\Yas not much pleased to see 
him, in a few minutes after I was gone, walk. 
towards the place I had just left, and bow to 
and join 1\Hs. Mirvan ! 

How unlucky I thought myself, that I had 
not longer 1vithstood this stranger's importuni
tics! The moment we had gone down the 
dance, I was hastening away from him; but 
he stopped me, and said that I could hy no 
means return to my party, without giving of
fence, before we had done our duty of walk
ing up tile dance. As J knew nothing at all of 
these rul ' S and customs, I was ol)liged to sub
mit to his directions; hut I fa ne T I looked 
rather uneasy, for he took notice of my in
attention, saying, in his free way, " 'Vhence 
that an. i ty ?-'Yhy are those lovely eyes per
petual1y av rtcll ?'' 

" I wish you would say no more to me, 
Sir,'' cried I peevishly, " you have already 
destroyed all my happiness for this evening." 

" Good Heaven! what is it I have done? 
-Bow haye I merited this scorn?" 

H You haye tormented me to death ; you 
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h ye forced me from my frientl.s, and m· 

truded yourself upon me, against my will, for 

a partner., 
" Surely, my dear l\Iadam, we ought to he 

better friends, since there seems to he some
thing of sympa.th y in the frankness of our dis
posttions.: and yet, were you not an angel 
-how do you think I could brook. such con-

tempt?, 
" If I have offended you,', cried I, " you 

have but to leave me-and oh, how I wish 

you would ! '' 
" l\ly dear creatm·e," said he, half lau3h-

ing, "why, where could you be educated?" 
" 'Vhere I most sincerely wish I now was!" 
" How conscious you must he, all beautiful 

that you are, that those charming airs serve 
ouly to heighten the bloom of your cmu-

ple~ion !" 
" Your freedom, Sir, where you are more 

acquainted, may perhaps be less disagreeable; 

but to me-" 
" You do me iustice," cried he, interrupt-

ing me, a yes, l do indeed improve upon ac-. 
qnaintancc; you will hereafter be quite charmc(l 

"ith me." 
" Hereafter, Sir! I hope I shall never-') 
" Oh, hush!- hush !-ha,·e you forgot the 

ituation in whicb. I found you?-Ilase vo 

• 
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for£ot, that 'vhen deserted I pursued you,
when betrayed I adored you ?-Jmt for me-'t 

" But for you, Sir, I might, perhaps, hav~ 
been happy.)) 

" vVhat then, am I to conclude ' t11at, but 
for me, your ' partner would have appeared? 
- poor fellow ! -and did my presence awe 
him?" 

" I wish ltis presence, Sir, could awe yon !,; 
" His presence !-perhaps, then, you see him?'' 
" Perhaps, Sir, I do;" cried J, quite wearied 

of ]Jis raillery. 

'' Where ?-where ?-for Heaven's sake sho,,. 
.ane the wretch !" 

" \V retch, Sir?" 
" Oh, a very savage !-a sneaking, shamefaced, 

despicalll·c puppy!" 

I know not what he,yitched me-but my pride 
was hurt, and my spirits "\Vere tired, and-in 
hort-I l1ad the folly, looking at Lord Orville, 

to r1~peat, " DispicableJ you tl1ink ?" 
His eyes instantly followed mine; ''Why, is 

tlwt the gentleman?'' · 

I made no answer; I could not affirm, and· 
I would not deny ;-for I hoped to be relieved 
from his teizing by his mistake. 

The v ry · moment we l1ad done what he 
called our duty, I eagerly desired to reltu'n to
Mrs.. l\1irvan. 



a To your partner, I presume Madam?" said 
he, very gravely. 

This quite confounded me; I dreaded lest 
this mischievous man, ignorant of his rank, 
should address hirusdf to Lord Onille, aud say 
something which migLt expose my artifice.-Fool! 
to involve myself in such difficulties ! I now 

feared what I had before wi::.hed; and, there
fore, to avoid Lord Orville, I was obliged my ... 
srlf to propose going down another dance, 
though I was ready to sink with shame while I 
$poke. 

"But your partner, 1\'la'am ?" said he, affect

ing a v ry solemn air ; " perhaps he may resent 
my detaining you: if you will give me leave to 

ask his consent-" 
"Not for tl1e universe." 
H ' Vho is he, :Madam?" 
J wished myself a hundred miles off. He re

peated his question, " vVhat is his name?', 
" Nothing-nobody-1 don't know.-', 
He ~8smned a most important solemnity;" How! 

-not know?-Give me leave, my dear Madam, 
to . rccon1menJ this caution to you; NeYer dance 
in public with a st~·[mger, -with one whose 
name you are unac<Iuainted with,-who may he a 

mere atlvcnturrr, - a man of no charact r, - ~ 

consider to what impertinence you may expose 
yourself." 



Was eYer any thing so ridiculous~ I coulcl 
not help laughing in spite of my vexation. 

At this instant, Mrs. Mirvan, followed by Lord 
Orville, walked up to us. You will easily be

lieve it was not difficult for me to recover my 
gravity; bur what was my consternation, ·when 

this strange man, destined to he the scourge of 
n1y artifice, exclaimed, " Ha ! m} Lord Onille ! 
-I protest I · did not know your I~ordship. 

What can I say for my usurpation? -Yet, 
faith, my Lord, such a prize was not to be_ 
neglected." 

1\fy shame and confusion were unspraka1Jie. 

"
7ho could have supposed or foreseen that this 

man knew Lord Orville ! But falsbootl is not 

more unjustifiable than unsafe. 
Lord Orville- well he might! -looked all 

amazement. 
" The philosophic coldness of your Lordship,, 

-continued this odious creature, " every man is 
not endowed "it h. I have used my utmost en
deavours to entertain this lady, though I fear 

without success; and JOUr Lordship will not be 
-a. little flattered, if acquaintrd with the difficulty 
which attended my procuring tl1e honor of only 
one dance., Then, turning to me, who was 

' sinking witl1 sl·ame, while Lo.~·d Orrille stood 
motio11less, and :Mrs. Mirvan astonished, he sud ... 

c.l<:nly seized my hand, saying, "Think, my Lord, 
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what must he my reluctance to resign this fair 
hand to your Lordship !" 

In the same in taut, Lord Onille took it of 
him; I colorcd violently, and macle an eifort to 
rccov r iL. "You do me too much honor, Sir,', 
cried he, with an air of gallantry, pressing it 
to his lips h;.!fure l1e l('t it go : '' however, I shall 
he happy to profit by it, if this lady," turning 
to Mrs. Mirvan, " will permit me to se~k for her 
party." . 

To compel him thus to (lance, I coul<l not 
endure, an(l eagerly called out, " By no means 
-not for the world !-I must beg-" 

" Will you honor nw, Madam, with you-r 
· commands," cried my tormentor; " may I seek. 

the 1a<ly's party?" 
uNo, Sir," answered I, turning from him. 
" What shalt he done, my dear 7 ,, said 

~1rs. l\Iirvan. 
" Nothing, Ma'am;-any thing, I mean-" 
" But do you dance, or not? you see his 

Lordship waits." 
'' 1 h0pe not,-1 heg that-I woulcl not for the 

world-! am sure I ought to-to-" 
I could not sp<'ak; but that c,.:mfident man, 

determined to discover whether or not I had 
deceived him, said to I~ord On·itle, who stood 
iuspendcd, " My Lord, this affair, which, at 
present, see.ms perplexed, l wiA briefly explain; 
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-tl.is lady proposed to me another dance,-..:no 
thing could lwve made me more happy-I ouly 
wished for your Lorchhip's permission, ·which, i£ 
now grautea, will, I am persuaded, set every 
thing right.:' 

I glo·wed with indignation. '' No, Sir-It is 
your absence, and that alone, can set eYery thing 
:right." 

"For Heaven's sake, my dear," cried Mrs. Mie
'fan, who could no longer contain her surprise} 
<c what does all this mean'? -were you pre ... 
engaged ?-had Lord Orville-" 

"No, Madam, cried J,-onJy___._only J did not 
know that gcntlcman,-and so,-and so I thought 
-I intendcd-J-" 

Overpowered by all that l1ad passed, I had 
not strength to make my morlifying exp]anation; 
-my spirits quite failed me, and I burst into 
tears. 

They all seemed slwckcd and amazed. 
"Wl at is the matter, my dearest lo Te ?" cried 

:Mrs. Mirvan> with the kindest concern. 
" 'Vhat have I done !'' exclaimed my evil 

genius, and ran oHiciously for -a glass of 
water. 

However, a hint was sufficient for Lord Or 
ville, who comprehended all I ·would have ex
plained. llc i umediately led me to a scat, and 

i<lid, in a low voice, " Be not distressed> 1 beseech 
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ou; l·shall ever think. my name honored hy 
.your mak · ng use of it/' 

This politeness relie-ved me. A genera] mur• 
mur bad alarmed l\1iss 1\linan, who Hew iniitantly 
to me; while Lord Orville, the moment Mrs. l\1ir
van bad taken the water, led my tormentor 
-away. 

" For Heaven's sake, dear :Madam!" cried J) 
" let me go l~ome :-iudeed, I cannot stay here 
any longer." 

" Let us all go !" cried my kind Mal'ia. 
" But the Captain- what will he say? I had 

betler go home in a chair." 
:Mrs. Mirvan consented, anrl I rose to depart. 

I Jol'd Orville and that man both came to me. 
The first, with an attention I had Jmt ill merited 
from hirp, led me to a chair; 1\ hile the other 
followed, pestering me with apologies. I wished 
to have made mine to Lord Orville, but was too 
n1uch ashamed. 

It was about one o'clock. 1\.frs. Mirvan's ser
vants saw me home. 

And now,-what again shall ever tempt me to 
'{lU assemhl ? I dread to hear what you will 
think of me, my most dear and honored Si•·: 
JOU '"ill need your utmost partiality, to receive 
rue witbout displeasure. 

Tl1is morning Lord Onille has sent to inquire 
after our healths; and Sir Clement "\Villoughhy, 

VOL. I, D 
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for that, I fiml, is the name of my persecutor, 
has called: but I would not go down stairs till he 

was gone. 
And now, my dear Sir, I can somewhat ac

count for the strange, provoking, and riuiculous 
eouduct of this Sir Clement, last night; for 
1\Iiss 1\'Iirvan says he is the very man with 
wl10m she heard Lord Orville conversing at 

Mrs. Stanley's, when I was spoken of in so 
mortifying a manner. He was pleased to say 
he was glad to hear I was a fool; and therefore, 
I suppose, he concluued he might talk as much 
nonsense as he pleased to me: however, I am 
very indifferent as to his opinion ;-hut for Lord 
Orville,-if then he thought me an ideot, now, 
I am sure, he must suppose me both bold and 
presuming. Make use of his name !-what im
pertinence ! -he can never know how it hap
pened,-he can on1y imagine it was from an 
excess of vanity :-well, }JOW(Jver, I shall leave 

this had city to-morrow, and never again will 

I enter it! 
The Captain intends to take us to-night to the 

Fantocini. I cannot hear that Captain; I can 
sive you no idea how gross he is. I heartily 
rejoice that he was not present at the disagreeable 
conclusion of yesterday's aJ.,·enture, fur I am sure 
l1e would have contributed to my confusion; 
\,hi eh might ped1aps have di,·crted him, as he 



-seldom or never smiles but at some other IJcrson's 
expense. 

And here I conclude my London letters, -
-and "'ithout any regret; for I am too inexperi
enced and ignorant to conduct myself ·with pro
priety in this town, where every thing is new to 
me, and many things are unaccountable and 
perplexing. 

Atlicu, ruy dear Sir! Heaven restore me safe1y 
to you ! I wish I was to go immediately to 
Eerry Hill; yet the \vish is ungrateful to Mrs. Mir
,·au, and therefore l will repress it. I shall write 
an account ofthe Fantocini from Howa1·d Grove. 
We ha-ve not been to half the public places that 
-are uow open, though I Jare say you will think 
we l1ave been to all: but they arc almost a 
'nnurucrahle as the llcrsons who fill them. 



LETTER XIV. 

EVELINA IN CONTh UATION. 

Queen-Ann-Street, April 13. 

HOW much will you be surprised, my dearest 
Sir, at receiving another letter from London of 
your En~lina' s writi11g! But, believe me, it was 
not my fault, neither is it my happiness, that 
I am still here : our jOl.lrn t..y has been postponed 
])y an accident equally unexpected and disa

greeable. 
We went last night to see the Fantocini, 1-vhere 

we had infinite entertainment from the p<:rform
ancc of a liule comedy, in French and Italian, 
by puppets, so admirably managed, that they hoth 
astonished and divert<.'d us all, except the Captain, 
who has a fixed and most prejudised hatred of 

whatever is not English. 
vVhen it was over, while we waited for the 

coach, a tall elderly woman brushed quickly 
past us, calling out, " My God! what shall 

l do?" 
H '"' hy, '"bat would you do?" cricd_the Cc.1rtaiu. 
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" ]#fa foi ~ Monsieur," answereu she, "I have 

lost my company; and in this place 1 don't know 
nobody." 

There was something foreign in her accent, 
though it was difficult to discover whether she 
was an Englisl or a Erench woman. She was 
very well dressed, and seemed so entirely at a loss 
"hat to do, that Mrs. .Mirvan proposed to the 
Captain to assist her. 

" Assist her!" cried he, " aye, with all my 
heart ;-let a link-boy call her a coach." 

'Th~re ·was not one to h0 hatl, and it rained 
very fast. 

"JJfon Dieu," exclaimed the stranger, " what 
shall become of me ? Je suis au desespoir !" 

" Dear Sir," cried Miss 1\Iirvan, " pray let us 
take the poor lady into our coach. She is quite 
alone, and a foreigner-." 

" She's never the better for that," answere({ 
l1c : "she may be a woman of the town, for an1 
thing you know." 

" She does not apprar sucl1 ," said l\hs. Mirvan, 
'' and indeed she seems so much distressed, that 
we shall hut follow the golden rule, if we carry 
hrr to her lodgings." 

" You are mighty fond ,of new acquaintance,'' 
l'cturned he, "hut first let us know if she be going 
OUI' ''ay." 

Upon quiry, we found that she li-red 



Oxford Road; and, after some disputing, tl1e 
Captain, surlily, and with a very bad grace, con
sented to admit her into his coach; though he 
soon convinced us, that he was determined she 
should not be too much obliged to him, for he 
seemed absolutely bent upon quarrelling lrith 
her: for which strange inhospitality, I can assign 
no other reason than that she appeared to be a 

foreigner. 
The conversation began by her telling us 

that she had been in England only two days; 
that the gentlemen belonging to her were Pari
sians, and had left her to see for a hackney
coach, as her own carriage was abroad; and 
that she had waited for them till she was qnite 
frightened, and concluded that they had lost 
themselves. 

" And pray," said tpe Captain, " why <lid 
you go to a public place without an English
man?" 

a Ma foi, Sir/' answered she, "because none. 
of my acquaintance is in town." 

" Why then," said he, " I'll tell you what~ 
your best way is to go out of it yourself." 

" Pardi} Monsieur," returned she. " and so. 
I shall; for, I pl'Omise you, 1 think the English. 
a parcel of brutes ; and I'll go back to France 
as fast as I can, for I woulJ. not live among non.c

ef you." 
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you SU})pose, Madam French, we have not enough 
of other nations to pick our pockets already t I'll 
warrant you, there's no need for you for to put 
in your oar." 

'' Pick your pockets, Sir! I wish nobody 
wanted to pick your pockets no more than I do ; 
and. I'll p~omise you, you'd be safe enougl1. But 
there's no nation under the sun can heat the 
English for ill-politeness; for my part, I hate 
the very sight of them, and so I shall only just 
visit a person of quality or two, of my particular 
acquaintance, and then I shall go hack again to 

France." 
" Aye, do;" cried he, "and then go to the 

devil together; for that's the fittest voyage for the 
},rench and the quality." 

" vVe'll take care, however/' cried the stran
ger, with great vehemence 1 " not to admit none 
of your vulgar unmannercd Engli h among 
us." 

" Oh, nevet• fear," returned he coolly, "we 
shan't dispute the point \Yith you ; you and 
the quality may lla\'e the devil all to your
selves." 

Desirous of changing the subject of a conver
ation which now became very alarming, Miss. 

1\lirvan called out, " Lord, how slow the man 
drin.'s !'' 
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u Never mind, Moll," said her father, " rH 
warrant you he'll drive fast enongh to-morrow, 
when you are going to Howard Grove." 

" To IIo·ward Grove!" exclaimed the stran
·gcr; " ·why, mvn Dieu! do you know Lady 
Ilo·n ard ?" 

"Why, what if we do?" answered he, "that's. 
nothing to you; she's none of your quality,' I'll 
promise you." 

" " i"ho told you that," cried she, "you don't 
know nothing about the malter; besides, you're 
the ill-hredcst person ever I see; and as to 
your lnow ing Lady Howard, I don't believe no 
such a thing ; unless, indeed, you are her 
steward.'' 

The Captain, swearing terribly, said, with great 
fury, "you would much sooner he Lakcn for. her 
wash-woman." 

" Her wash-1voman, indeed !-Ha, ha, ha!
why you han't no eyes; did you ever see a waih
woman in such a gown as Lhis ?-hesides, I'm 
no such mean person, for I'm as good as Lady 
IIowarJ., and as rich too; and besides, I'm now 
come to England to visit her." 

" You may sp:~re yourself that there trouble," 
said the Captain, "she has paupers enough about 
her already," 

" Paupers, Mister!-no more .a panp€r than 
yourself~ nor so much neither ;-hut you are 



a low, dirty fellow, and 1 sl1an't stoop to take 
no more notice of you." 

" Dirty fellow!" ('xclaimed the Captain, suzmg 
both her '' rists, "bark ) on, Mrs. Frog, } ou\1 
))est hold your tongue, for I must make bold 
to tell you, if you don't, that I sha I make 
no ceremony oftrippin you OLlt of the window; 
auJ there you may lie in the mud till some of 
your lVlonseers come to help you out of it." 

Their incr0asiug passion quite terrifi~d us; 
and Mrs. Mirvan ·was b ginning to remonstrate 
with the Captain, ·when we ''ere all siL.:ucod 
by w·hat follows. 

''Let me go, villain that you are, let me go! 
or I'll promise you, 1'11 get you put to prison 
for this usage; I'm no common person, I assure 
you: and, nw foi! J'll go to J usiice Fielding 
about you; for fm a person of fashion, and 
IlL make you know it, or my name i'u't 
Dm·al." 

I heard no more: amazed, frightened, anti 
unspcakab1y shocked, an involuntary exclamation 
of Gracious Ilea~·en !' escaped me, and, more 
clead Lhan alive' I sunk in to 'r s. 1\liryan's 
arms. But let me draw a 'Teil over ~ scene too 
cruel for a heart so comnassionately tender as 
yours; it is sufficient that you 1 now this sup
posed . foreigner pl'Oved to he Madame Du, al 
-the grandmoLJ!cr of your Evclina' 

Q ~ 



Oh, Sir! to discover so nrar relation in a
woman who had thus introduced herself!

·lrhat would become of me, were it not for 
you, my protector, my friend, and my refuge? 

My extreme concern and Mrs. Minan's sur-· 

prise immediately betrayed me. But I will 
- not shock you with the manner of her acknow

ledging me, or the bitterness, the l!rossness

I cannot otherwise express mysclf,-with which 
she spoke of those unhappy past transactions 'l 
you have so pathetically related to me. All the 
misery of a much-injured parent,-dear, though 

never seen; regretted, though never know~
crowded so forcibly upon my memory, that 
they rendered this interview-one only excepted 

-the most affiicting I can cvrr know. 
\Vhen we stopped at her lodgings, she deiired 

me to accompany her into the house, and saitl 
she could easily procut·e a room for me to sleep 
in: alarmed and trembling, I turned to Mrs. 1\lir
,·an.-" l\1y daughter, Madam," said that sweet 
woman, '' cannot so abruptly part with her 
young friend; you must allow a little time to 

wean them from each other." 
" Pardon me, Ma'am," answered :Madame 

Duval, who, from the time of her being known, 
somewhat softened her manners; cc Miss can't 

possibly be so nearly connected to this chil<.l 

as I am." 
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u No matter for that," cried the Captain, 
1\ ho espoused my cause to satisfy his o·wn pique, 
though an a1·vkward apology had passed bel\\ een 
them, " she ·was sent to us; and so, d'y c see, 
we don't choose for to part with her.'' 

I promised to wait upon her at what time 
she pleased the ne. t day, and, after a short 
debate, she desired me to breakfast with her 
and we proceeded t<> Queen-Ann-street. 

'Vhat an unfortunate adventure !-I could not 
close my CJ('S tl~e "hole night. A thousand 
times I wished I had never left Bvrry IJiU; 
ho'' :\'er, my return thither shall he accelerated 
to the utmost of my power; and: once more 
in that abode of tranquil happiness, I 1\ ill 
suffer no temptation to allure me elsewhere. 

Mrs. :Mirvan was so kind as to accompany 
me to- :Madame Du, al's house this morning. 
The Captain, too, offered his service; whi h] dt.
clined, from a fear she sho.uld suppose l m<'anl 
to insult her. 

She frowned most terribly upon Mrs. Minan, 
but she received me with as much tenderness 
as I believe she is capaMc of feeling. Indeed, 
our meeting seems really to have affected her; 
fm· when, overcome hy the variPty of emotions 
'\ hich the sight of her occasion·~d, I almo. t 
fainted in het: arms, she burst into ti"'ars, and 
aitll "Let me uot lose my poor dnngl,t<•r a 

.G 



second time!" This unexpected lmmanity softened 
rue extremely; hut she very soon excited my 
warmest ill<lignalion, by tllG ungrateful mention 
she mad~ of the hest of men ,-my dear and 
n.ost generous benefactor. IIo·n CYer, grief and 
angf'r mutually gaye way to tenor, upon her 
aYO\'ting the intention of her visiting England 
vas to make me return with her to France. 

This, she said, was a plan she had formed 
from the . instant she had lward of my JJirth,. 
which, she protested, did not reach her cars 
till I must have been twelve years of age; but 
1\Ionsieur Duval, who, she declared, ·was the 
worst husband in the world, wou1d not permit 
her to do any thing she ·wished: he had been 
dead but three months, which had be~n em
ployetl in arranging certain aifairs that were 
no sooner srttl~d, than she set off for Englan(L 
She ~as a1reaJy out of mourning, for she said 
nobody her~ could tell how long she had been 
a wid()w. 

She must have b en mJ.rrietl ''cry early in 
l'fe; what her ~ge is I do not know, hut she 
r ~ally looks to be less tban fifty. She dresses 
very gaily, paints very high, and the traces of 
former beauty are sJill very vi::,i]Jle in Ler face. 

I know not ·when, or how, this visit "\voultl 
have eniled, had not lhe Captain called for 
:Mrs. l\lirvan, and absolutel insisted upon ruyr 
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attending l1cr. He is become, very suddenly, 
!\O v.arr:.1ly my friend, that l quite tlrcatl his 
oillcionsn~"ss. Mrs. 1\1irvan, howc-vrr, whose 
}Jrinci1 nJ Elndy srrms to he hraJing those• "'i\ Otmds 
'"~ hich her husband inflicts, appeased l\bdame 
Dtn al's wrath, by a very polite invitation to 
cl.rink tea and sp<'1Hl the evening here. 1\ot 
without great difficulty was tlle Captain pre
vailed upon to dcf~r his journey some time 
longrr; but what could he done? it Vi'ould 
h<n e bef'n indecent for me to have quitted 
to" n the ver.~ instant I discovered that l\1a
dar.lc Duval ·was in it; and to have staid here 
solely under her protcction-1\irs. l\1inan, thank 
Heaven ! was too kind for such a thought; that 

. she ·would follow us to Ho1\ard Grove, I almost 
equally dreaded: it is, therefore, determined 
that 1ve remain in London for some days, or a 
week: though the Captain has declared thal 
the old Jt'renclL hag, as he i5 Illeascd to call 
h('r, shall fare ne-ver the beLLer for it. 

l\1 y only hope, is to get safe to llerry Hill; 
wlH•re, counsdlcd and sheltered by you. I shall 
have nothing more to fear. Adieu, my ever dear 
and most honorcd Sir! I shall ha ye no happi

ness till I am again Vi ith you !. 
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LETTER XV. 

liR. VILLARS TO EYELINA. 

Berry Hill, April 2.6. 

IN the belief and hope that my Evelina would 
ere now have bid adieu to London, I had in
tendcJ. Lo have deferred ' .x:iting till I heard of 
l1cr return to lloward Grove ; hut the letter I 
have this moment received, with intelligence et 
:Madame Du,al's arrival in England, demands an 
immediate ans,;rer. 

Iler journey hither equally grieves and alarms 
me: how much did I pity my child, when I read 
of a discovery at once so unexpected and un-
11\-·isbed ! I have long dreaded this meeting and its 
consequence; to claim you, seems naturally to 
follow ackno·wledging you: I am well acquainted 
with her disposition, and have for many years 
foreseen the contest which now threatens us~ 

Cruel as are the circumstances of this affaill, 
you must not, my love, suffer it to depress your 
spirits; remember, that while life is lent me, I 

ill devote it to your service; and, fDr f~ure 
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ti'me, I will make such provision as shall seem 
tu me most con<.luciye to your future happiness. 
S..!cure of my protection, and relying on my 
tencleruess, let no ap11rehensions of Madame 
Duval disturb your peace; conduct yourself to· 
1vards her with all the respect and deft~rence due 
.to so near a relation; remembering always, that 
the failure of duty on her part can by rio means 
justify any neglect on yours: indeed, tile more 
forcibly JOU are struck '' ith impropri ties mul 
misconduct in another, tbe greater hould be 
your ob ervance and diligence to a' oid even the 
shadow of similar errors. Be careful, therefore, 
that no remisstH·ss of attention, no imliiTercnce 
of obliging, make known to her the imlcpcndence 
I assure you of ;-hut when she fixes the time 
for her leaving England, trust to me the task 
of refusing your atlcnding her: disagreeable to 

myself I o'vn it will be, yet to you it would he 
improper, if not impossible. 

In regarcl to her opinion of me, I am more 
sorry than surprised at her detcrrninecl hlindnrss;
the palliation "hich she feels the ''ant of, for 
her own conduct, leads her to seek for failings 
in all who were concerned in those unhappy 
transactions which she has so much reason to 
lament: and this, as it is the cause, so we must 
m some measure consider it as the e~cusc of hex: 

inyctcracy. 
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How grateful to me are your wishes to return 
to Berry Hill~ your lengthened stay in London, 
antl the dissipation in '' hich I Ilnd you are 
itno1vcd, fill me with uneasiness :-J mean not, 
however, that I would l~ave you sequester yours If 
from the party to which you belong, since 
:Mrs. Mirvan might thence infer a reproof which 
your youth and her kindness would render inex
cusable. I will not, therefore, cn1arge upon 
this subject, hut content myself with tel1ing you. 
that I shall heartily rejoice when J lwar ofyour· 
safe arrival at Iloward Grove; for which place 
I hope you will be preparing at the time you 
receive this letter. 

I cannot too much thank you, my hest Eve
lina, for the minuteness of your communications; 
continue to me this indulgence, for I should 
h~ miserable if in ignorance of your proceed
ings. 

How new to you is the scene oflife in which 
you· are now engaged ;-balls-plays-operas
ridottos-ah, my child! at your return hither, 
how will you bear the cbange ? My heart trem
bles for your future tranquillity.- Yet I will 
hope every thing from the unsullieJ whiteness 
of your soul, and the native liveliness of your 
disposition. 

I 'am sure I need not say, holv much mol'e 
I was· pleased with the 'Jllistakes of your inex-
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perience at the private hall, than with the 
attempted adoption of more fashionable manners 
at the ridotto: but your confusion aml morti
fications were such as to entirely silence all 
reproofs on my part. 

I hope you will see no more of Sir Clement 
'Vil1ou0 hby, whose conversation and boldness 
are extremely disgustful to me. I was gratified 
by the goodnature of Lorcl Onille, upon your 
making use of his name; but I hope you will 
never again put it to such a trial. 

Heaven bless thee, my dear child ! and grant 
that neitl1er misfortune nor vice may ever rob 
thee of that gaiety of heart, which, resulting 
from innocence, while it constitutes your own, 
contributes also to the felicity of all who know 
you! 

.AR'rBUR V ILL.AltS .. 
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LETTER XVI. 

J:VELINA TO T.fl:E REV. MR. '\)"ILLARS. 

Queen-Ann-Street, Thursday morning, Apl'il 14.. 

BEFORE our dinner was over yesterday, Ma
dame Duval came to tea: though it will lessen 
your surprise, to hear that it was near five 
o'clock, for we never dine till the day is almost 
over. She was asked into another room, while 
the table was cleared, and then was invited to 

partake of the desert. 
She was attended by a French gentleman, 

whom she introduced by the name of Mon
sieur Du Bois: Mrs. 1\linan received them both 
with her usual politeness; hut the Captain looked 
Tery much displeased, and after a short silence, 
very sternly said to Madame Duval, " Pray 
who asked you to bring that . there spark with 

you?" 
" Oh," cried she, " I never go nowhere ·with

out him." 
Another short silence ensued, which was ter

minated by the Captain's turning roughly to the 
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foreigner, and saying, ''Do you know, Mvnseer,. 
that you're the first Frenchman I ever let come 

into my house?" 
Monsieur Du Bois made a profound bow. He 

speaks no English, and understands it so imper
fectly, that he might possibly imagine he had. 

received a compliment. 
:Mrs. Mirvan endeavoured to divert the Captain'~ 

illhumor, by starting new subjects; but he left 
to her all the trouble of supporting them, and 
leaned hack in his chair in gioomy silence, except 
when any oppo1·tunity offered of uttering some 
sarcasm upon the French. Finding her efforts 
to render the evening agreeable were fruitless,. 

Mrs. Mirvan p:roposed a pai'ty to Ranelagh. Ma
dame Duval joyful~ consented to it; and the 
Captain, though he railed against the dissipation 
of the women, did not oppose it; and there
fore 1\laria and I ran up stairs to dress our-

selves. 
Before we were ready, word was brought us 

dtat Sir Clement Willoughby was in the drawing
room. He introduced himself under the rrc
tence of inquiring after all our hcallhs, aml 
entered the room with the easy air of an old 
acquaintance; though :Mrs. 1\lirYan confesses that 
he seemed embarrassed, when he fouml how 
t~oldly he was received, not only hy the Captain 
1lut by hcrse:f 
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I was extremely disconcerted at the thoughts 
of seeing this man again, and did ~ot go down 
stairs till I was called. to tea. Re was then deeply 
engaged in a discourse upon· French manners 
with :Madame Duval and the Captain ; and the 
suhject seemed so entirely to engross him, that 
he did not, at first, observe my entrance into 
the room. Their conversation ,"'·as supported 
with great vehemence; the Captain roughly main
taining the superiority of the E11gli:;h in every 
particular, and Madame Duval warmly refusing 
to allow of it in any; while Sir Clement exerted 
all his powers of argument and of ritlicule to 
second and strengthen whatever was advanced 
by the Captain: for he had the sagacity to dis
cover, that he could take no method so effectual 
for making the master of the house his friend, 
as to make Madame Duval his enemy: and in
deed, in a very short time, he had reason to 
congratulate himself upon his successful discern
ment. 

As soon as he saw me, he made a most re
spectful bow, and hoped I hacl not suffered from 
the fatigue of the ridotto : I made no oLher 
answer than a slight inclination of the head, for 
I was very much ashamed of that whoJe allair. 
He then returned to the disputants, where he 
managed the argument so skilfully, at once pro
voking Madame Duval, and delighting the 
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Captain, that I could not forbear aJmiring his 
address, though I condemned his subtlety.-
1\Jrs. Mirvan, dreading such violent antagonists, 
attempted frequently to change the subject; and 
she might ha,·e succeeded, lHlt for the interpo
sition of Sir Clement, "ho would not sufrer it 
to be given up, and supported it with such 
bumor anJ satire, that he seems to have won 
the Captain's heart; though their uniteJ forces 
so enraged and overpowered Madame Duval, that 
she really trembled with passion. 

I was very glad when .Mrs. Minan said it was 
time to be gone. Sir Clement arose to take 
leave ; hut the Captain very cordially in-vited 
him to join our party: he had an engagement, 
he said, but would give it up to have that !)lea

sure. 
Some little confusion ensued in regard to 

our manner of setting off: Mrs. Mirvan offered 
Madame Duval a place in her coach, and pro
posed that we four females should go all toge · 
ther: however, this she re· ected, declaring she 
·would by no means go so far without a gentle
man, and wondering so polite a lady could 
make so En!(lish a proposal. Sir Clement Wil
loughby said his chariot w·as '"aiting at 1he door, 
and hegged to know if it could be of any use. 
It was, at last, decit.led, thnt a hackney-coach 

' $hould be callcJ. for Monsieur Du Bois and 
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Madame Duval, in which the Captain, ~mtl, at 
his request, Sir Clement, went also; Mrs. and 
Miss Mirvan and I had a peaceful and com
fortable ride by ourselves. 

I doubt not but they quarrelled all the way; 
for when we met .at Ranelagh, every one seemed 
out of humor: and, though we joined parties, 
poor Madame Duval was avoided as much as 
possible by all hut me. 

The room was so very much 'crowded, that, 
but for the uncommon assiduity of Sir Clement 
·Willoughby, we should not haye been able to 
procure a box, which is the name given to the 
arched recesses that are appropriated for tea
parties, till half the company had retired. As 
we were taking possession of our places, some 
ladies of Mrs. Mirvan's acquaintance stopped to 

speak to her, and persuaded her to take a rowd 

with them. When she returned to us, what was 
my surprise to see that Lord Orville had joined 
her party! The ladies walked on; Mrs. Mir
van sratcd herself, and made a slight though 
rrspectful invitation to Lord OrviUe to drink 
l1is tea with us, which, to my no small con
sternation, he accepted. 

I felt a confusion unspeakable at again seeing 
l1im, from the recollection of the ridotto ad
venture: nor did my situation lessen it, for 
I was seated between Madame Duval and Sir 
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Clement, who seemed as little as myself to desire 
Lord Orville's presence. Indeed, the continual 
wrangling and illhreeding of Captain Mirvan and 
1\ladame Duval made me hlu::.h that I belonged to 
th m; and poor Mrs. :Mirvan and her amiable 
daughter had still lrss reason to he satisfied. 

A general silence ensued after he was seated: 
his appearance, from different motives, gave an 
universal restraint to every holly. What his 
own reasons were for honoring us with his 
company, I cannot imagine; unless, indeed, he 
had a curiosity to know whether I should in
vent any new impertinence concerning him. 

The first speech was made by 1\ladame Duval, 
who said, "It's quite a shocking thing to see 
ladies come to so genteel a place as Ranelagh 
with hats on; it has a monstrous vulgar look: 
I can't think what they wear them for. There's 
no such a thing to be seen in Paris." 

" T ndced," cried Sir Clement, " I must own 
myself no adyocate for hats; I am sorry the 
ladies ever invented or adopted so tantalising a 
fashion; for, where there is beauty, they only 
serve to shade it; and where there is none, to 
excite a most unavailing curiosity: I fancy they 
were originally worn by some young and whim
sical coquet." 

" 1\'lore lilf.ely," answered the Captain, "they 
were invented by some wrinkled old hag, who'd 
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a mind for to keep the young fellows in cha.ce, 
let them he never so weary." 

" I don't know \vhat you may do in England," 
-cried Madame Duval, " hut I know in Paris 
no woman needn't be at such a trouble as 
that, to be taken very genteel notice of." 

" VVhy, will you pretend for to say," re
turned the Captain, " that they don't disttnguish 
the old from the young there as well as Here?" 

" They don't make no <listinguisl1ments at 
all," said she; "they're vastly too polite." 

'' More fools they!" cried the Captain, sneer
ingly. 

" 'V ould to Heaven," cried Sir Clement, 
'' that, for our own sakes, we Englishmen too 
were blest with so accommodating a blindness!') 

H vVhy the de-vil do you make such a prayer 
.as that?" dem;~ndcd the Captain: " them are 
the first foolish words I've heard you sp<'ak; 
but I suppose you're 1 ot much used to that 
sort of ~ ork. Did you ever make a prayer 
before, since you were a sniveller?" 
i· " Aye, now," cried Madame Duval, " that's
another of the unpolitenesses of you English,-to 
so . to talking of such things as that: now, in 
Paris, nobody never says nothing about reli
gion, no more than about politics." 

" Why, then," answered he, " it's a sign 
they take no more care of their souls than of 
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l1e1r country, and so both one and t'othcr go 

to old Nick., 
" Well; if they do," said she, " who's the 

worse, so long as they don't say nothing about 
it? it's the tiresomesl thing in the world to be 
always talking of them sort of things, and no
body tl1at's ever been abroad troubles their heads 
-about them. 

'' Pray, then," cried the Captain," since you 
kno\V so much of the matter, he so good YlS t<> 
tell us what they do trouble their heads about? 
-hay, Sir Clement! ha'n't we a right to lnow 
that much?'' 

'' A very compreht:nsive question," said Si 
Clement; '' and I expect much instruction from 
the lady's answer." 

" Come, Madam,'' continued the Captain, 
t: never flinch; speak d once; don't stop for 
thinking." 

" I assure you I am not go~ng," answered sh-e; 
for as to what they do do,--why, they've enough 
to do, I promise you, what with one thing or 
another." 

" But what-u .. •kat do they do, these famou~ 
~Ionsee'rs ?" demanded the Ctlptain; " can't you 
tell us? do they game ?-or drink ?-or fiddle? 
-or are they jockies ?-or do they spend all 
their time in flummcring old women?" 

" As to that, Sir ! -hut indeed I shan>t trouble 
VOL. 1. 
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myself to answer such a parcel of low tquestions, 
so don't ask me no more about it." And then, 
to my great vexation, turning to Lord Onille, 
she said, "Pray, Sir, was you ever in Paris?', 

He only bowed. 
" And pray, Sir, how did you like it?" 
This comprehensive question, as Sir Clement 

would have called it, though it made him smile, 
also made him hesitate; however, his answer was 

expressive ofhis approbation. 
" I thought you would like it, Sir, because 

you look so like a gentleman. As to the Captain_, 

and as to that other gentleman, "by they may 
very well not like whnt they don't know: for I 
suppose, Sir, you was never abroad?" 

'( Only three years, Ma'am," answered Sir 

Clement, drily. 
" Well, that's very surprising ! I should never 

l1ave thought it: however, I dare say you only 
l ept company with the English." 

" Why pray, who should he keep company 
with?" cried the Captain: " what, J suppose 
you'd have him ashamed of his own nation, like 
some other pople not a thousand miles off, on 
purpose to make his own nation ashamed of 
him?" 

" I'm sure it would be a very good thing if 
you'd go abroad yourself." 

H How -will )OU make out that,-hay, l\1adam? 



come, please to tell me, where wou' J be the 
good of that?" 

" 'Vhere! w l y a great deal. They'd make 
quite another person of you." 

" What, I suppose you' tl have me learn to 
cut capers ?-and dress like a monke) ?-aml 
palaver in French gihhr.rish ?-hay, would you? 
-and powder, and dauh, and make myself up, 
like some other folks?" 

" I would have you learn to be more politcr, 
Sir, and not to talk to ladies in such a rude, 
old-fashion way as this. You, Sir, as ha,·e been 
in Paris," again addressing herself to Lord Or
ville, "can tell tl1is English gentlt~man how he'd 
be despised, if he was -to talk in such an ungPn
tecl manner as this before any foreigners. Why 
there isn't a hair-dresser, nor a shoe-maker, 
nor nobody, that wou'dn't blush to he in your 
company." 

" "Vhy, look ye, :Madam!" answered the Cap
tain, " as to your hair-piuchers and shoeblacks, 
you may puff off their manners, and welcome; 
and I am heartily glad JOU like e'm so well; hut 
as to me, since you must needs make so free of 
yom· advice, I must e'en tell you, I never kept 
company with any such gentry." 

"Come, ladies and gentlemen," said .Mrs. )fir:
van, " as many of you as have done tea, r iu
vitc to walk with me." Maria and I started up 

.t; :.1 
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instantly; l,ord Orville followed; and I question 
whctlH' I' we were not half round the room ere 
the angry disputants knew that we had left the 
hox. 

As the husband of l\lr . Mirvan had borne so 
large a share in this disagreeable altercation, 
LorJ .Orville forbore to make a~1y comments 
upon it; so that the subject was im\nediately 
dropped, and the conversation became calmly 
soeiah1e and po11tely cheerful, and, to ever) body 
but mr, must have been highly agreeal)le:-hut, 
as to myself, I was so eagerly desirous of making 
some apology to Lord Orville for the imperti
nence of"'" hich he must have thought me guilty 
at the ridotto, and yet so utterly unable to assume 
sufficient courage to speak to him concerning an 
a Tair in which I had so terribly exposed myself, 
that J hardly ventured to say a word all the time 
·we were walking; besides, the knowledge of 
his contemptuous opinion haunted and dispirited 
n1e, and made me fear he might possibly mis
construe "hateyer I should say: so that, far 
from enjoying a conversation which might at any 
other time have ddightocl me, I continued silent, 
tmcomfortahle, and ashamed. 0 Sir! shall I ever 
again involve mys.clf in so foolish an embarrass
ment ? I a·m sure that1 if I do, r sl1all deserve 
'd greater mortification. 

' re ''ere not join d by the I' est of the . ·par ·ty 
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till we had taken three or four turns rountl the 
room; and then they were so quarrelsome, tlmt 
Mrs. l\_!irvan complained of being fatigued, and 
proposed going home. No one dissented. Lord 
Orville joined another party, having first made 
an offer of his services, which the gentlemen 
declined; and we proceeded to an outward room, 
'\\here we waited for the carriages. It '·as 
ietlled that we should return to town !n the same 
manner we came to Ranclagh; and, accordingly, 
:Monsieur Du Bois handed Madame Duval into 
a hackney-coach, and was just preparing to fol
low her, when she screamed and jumped hastily 
out, declaring she was wet tbrough all her 
clothes :-indeed, upon examination, the coacl 
was found to be in a dismal condition; for the 
weather proved very bad, and the rain had 
though I know not how, made its way into tl e 
carriage. 

Mrs. and Miss l\1irvan, and myself, wer~; 

already disp "ed of as hefurc; hut no sooner 
dicl the Captain hear tl is account, than, with
out any ceremony, he was so civil as to imme
diately take possession of the acant s at in hi 
own coach, leaving Madame Duval and M n-
ieur Du Bois to take gre of th ~m elves : as 

to Sir Clement illoughby, his own chariot was 
in waiting. 

I instantl7 begged permission lo offi•r Madat 
Jl 3 
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Duval my own place, and made a motiorr to gft 
out; but Mrs. Mirvan stopped me, Sa) iog that 1 
~hould then be obliged to return to town with 
only the foreigner or Sir Clement. 

"Oh, never mind the old beldame," cried the 
Captain, " she's weath~r-proof, I'll answer for 
her; antlllesides, as we are all, I hope, Englisl1_, 
why she'll meet with no worse than she expects 
from us." 

" I do not mean to defend l1er," said Mrs. Mir
van ; " hut indeed, as she belongs to our party, 
we cannot with any decency leave the place, 
till she is by some means accommodated." 

(' Lord, my dear!" cried the Captain, '\vhom 
the dislress of Madame Duval had put into very 
good humor, "·why, she'll break her heart if she 
meets with any civility from a f!lthy English
man." 

:Mrs. Mir-van, however, prevailed; and we all 
got out of the coach, to wait till Madame Duval 
could meet ·with some bclter carriage. 'Ve 
found her, attended by :Monsieur Du Bois, stand
in3 amongst the senants, and very husy in wiping 
her negligee, and endeavouring lo save it from 
being stained hy the wet, as she said it ·was a 
new L)'ons si1k. Sir Clement 'Villougl1hy offered 
her the use of bis chariot, hut she haJ been too 
much piqued by his raillery to accept it. "'\rVe 
waited some time, but in vain, fer no hackney ... 
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coach could be procured. The Captain at last was 
persuaded to accompany Sir Clement himself, and 
\\'e four females were handed into Mrs. 1\lirvan's 
carriage; though not before Madame Duval had 
insisted upon our making room for l\1. Du Bois, 
to which the Captain only consented in prefer
ence to being incommoded by him in Sir Clement's 
chariot. 

Our party drove off first. 'Ve were silent antl 
unsociable ; for the difficulties a Ltcnding this 
arrangement had made every one languid and 
fatigued: unsociable, I must own, we conti
nued; but very short ''as the duration of our 
ilence, as we had not proceeded thirty yards, 

before every voice was heard at once,-for the 
coach broke down! I suppose we conclucled, of 
course, that we were all half killed, by the 
-violent shrieks that seemed to come from every 
mouth. The chariot was stopped, the servants 
came to our assistance, and WC were taken out 
of the carriage without having beeu at al hurt. 
The night was dark and wet; but I had scarce 
touched the ground, when I was lifted wddcnly 
from it by Sir Clement "\Villoughby, who begged 
permission to assist me, though he did not ·wait 
to have it granted, hut carried me in l1is arms back. 
to Ranelagh. 

He inquired very earnestly if I was not hurt 
hy. the accident? I assured him I was perfectly 

. 'l 
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~fe, atUl free from injury; and desired he would 
leave me, and r .turn to the rest 4;)t the party, 
for I was '\'ery uneasy to know whether the 
had been equally fortunate. He told me he 
~as l1appy in being honored with my com ... 

mands, anJ would joyfully execute them; but 
insisted upon first conducting me to a warm room, 
as I had not wholly escaped being wet. He di<l 
not regard my objections, but made me follow 
him to an apartmcn t, ''here we found an excel-· 
lent fire, and some company waiting for carriages. 
I readily accepted a seat, and then begged he 
·would go. 

And go, ind cd, he did; hut he .returned in 
a moment, telJing me that the rain was more 
violent than ever, and that he had sent his ser
vants to offer their assistance, and acquaint the 
..tWirvans of my situation. I was very mad that 
je would not go himself; but as ruy acquaint

ance with him was so very slight, I did not 
think proper to urge him contrary to his incli ... 
nation. 

'Veil; he drew a chair close to mine, and, 
after again inquiring how I did, said, in a low 
voice, " You -will pardon me, Mi s Anville, if 
the eagerness I fed to vindicate myself induces 
me to snatch this opportunity of making sincere 
acknowledgments for the impertinence with wl1ich 
l to.rme?tcd ou at the last · ritlotto. · I c~u. assut 
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you, Madam, I have been a tme and sorrov. ful 
penitent eyer since; hut-shall I lcll you honestlr 
what encouraged me to-" 

He stopped; hut I said nothing, for I thought: 
instantly of the conversation Iiss Mir.van had 
overheard, and supposed he 'ras going to tcU 
me himself what part LorJ Orv ille hau borne in 
it; and really I did not wish to hear it repeated: 
indeed, the rest of his speefh convinces me 
that such was his intention; with what view, I 
know not, except Lo mal c a merit of his defend
ing me. 

" And yet," he continued, '' my excuse may 
only expose my own credulity, and want of judg
ment and penetration: I ""'ill, therefore, merely 
beseech your pardon; and hope t11at some future 
time-" 

Just then the door was opened by Sir Cle
ment's servant, and I had the pleasure of seeing 
the Captain, :Mrs. and Miss 1\iinan, enter the 
room. 

" Oh, ho !" cried the former, ''you have got a 
good warm birth here; but we shall heat up your 
quarters. Ilere, Lucy, Moll, come to the fire, 
and dry your trumpery. But! hey-day !-why, 
where's old l1adam French?" 

" Good God!" cried I,.." is not Madame :Ouval, 
then, with you?'' 

"With me! No,-tbank God!'' 



I was very uneasy to know ''hat might bave 
become of her, and, if they would have suffered 
me, I should have gone out in search of her 
myself; but all the servants were dispatched to 
find her, and the Captain said we might Le 
very sure her French beau would take care of 
her. 

We waited some time without .:my tidings, and 
were soon the only party in the room. 1\ly 
uneasiness increased so much, tltat Sir Clement 
now made a voluntary offer of seekiJlg her: 
howeyer, the same moment that he open~d the 
door with this design, she presented herself at it, 
attended by Monsieur Du Bois. 

" I was this instant, Madam!" said he,
t( coming to see for you." 

" You are mighty good, trnly !" cried she, 
H tO COIDe ·when all the mischief's OVer." 

She then entered,- in such a condition!
entirely covered with mud, and in so great a 
rnge, it ·was with difficulty she could speak. 
We all expresseci our concern, and offered our 
assistance,-except the Captain; ~ho no sooner 
beheld her, than he burst into a loud lauglL 

We endeavoured, by our inquiries and con
dolements, to prevent her attending to him; and 
she was, for some time, so wholly engrossed hy 
her anger and her distrl'ss, that we succeeded 
without much trouble. W hrggr.d her to in-
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form us how this accident had happened. 
"How !n repcatcd.._.she,-" why it was all along 
of your all going a1'vay ;-and there's poor Mon
sieur Du Bois-hut it wasn't his fault,-fo: he's 
as bad off as me." 

All eyes were then turned to ]\lonsieur Du 
Bois, whose clothes w re in the same miserable 
plight with those of Madame Duval, aud who, 
·wet, shivering, and disconsolate, had crept to 
the fire. 

The Captain laughed yet more heartily; 
while Mrs. 1\linan, asl1amed of his rudeness, 
repeated h ··r inquiries to Madame Duval; who, 
answered, "\Vhy, as we ·were a-coming along, 
all in the rain, :Monsieur Du Bois was so 
obligin3,-though ]'m sure it was an unlucky 
obligingness for mc,-as to lift me up in his 
arms, to carry me over a place that ''as anelc
decp in mud; Lut instead of my being ever the 
Letter for it, just as ,,-e were in the worst 
part,-l'rn sure l ,·ish we had been fifty miles 
oil'!-for, so1uclw·w or other, his fool slipped,-at 
least, 1 suppose so,-though I cau't think how 
it happened, for I'm no such great weight,-' 
but, however that was, down we both came 
together, all in the mud; and the mo1'e we 
tried to g"L up, the more deeper we got 
cove1 e<l with the nastiness-and my new Lyon~ 
nq;ligee, too, <luite spoilell !-howevrr, it's n·l'll 

' (i 
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we got 11p ~t all, for we might have laid ther 
till now, for aught you all cared; for nobody 
never came near us." 

This recital put the Captain into an ecstasy; 
he went from the lady to the gentleman, and 
from the gentleman to the lady, to enjoy alter
nately the sight of their distress: he really 
houted with pleasure; and, shaking :Monsieur 

Du Bois strenuously by the hand, wished him 
joy of having touched English ground! and 
-then he hclJ a candle to Madame Duval, that 
he might have a more complete view of her 
disast€r, declaring repeatedlJ that he had neve~ 
been better pleased in his life. 

The rage of poor l\ladame Duval was un
. pcakable; she dashed the candle out of his 
land, stamped upon the floor, and, at last, 

~l)it in his face~ 

This action seemed immediately to calm them 
both, as the joy of the Captain was converted 
into resentment, and the wrath of Madame 
Du,al into fear; for he put his hands upon 
lrer shoulders, and gave her so violent a shake, 
that she screamed out for help; assuring her, 
at the same time, that, if she had been one 
ounce less old or less ugly, sllC should l1ave 

ad it a11 returned on her own face. 
Monsieur Du Bois, who had seated himself 
ry quietly at the fu·e, approached them, ami 
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e:xpostulatect very v.armly with the Captain; 
lHll he was neithet• understood nor regarded, 
and Madame Duval was not released till she 
quite sobbe<l ,viLh pa:>sion. 

vVhen they were parted, I entreated her to 
permit the woman wlw has the charge of the· 
ladies clokes to assist in drying her clothes; 
she consented, and we did what was possible 
to save her from catching col<l. We were 
obliged to wait in this disagreeable situation 
near :m hour, before a hackney-coach could be 
found; and then we were disposed in the same 
manner as before our accident. 

I am going this morning to see poor Matlame· 
Duval, and to inquire after her health, which 
I think must have suffered by her last night's. 
misfortunes; though, indeed, she seems to he 

aturally strong and hearty. 

Adieu, my dear Sir, till to-morrow: . 
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LETTER X VII. 

:EVELINA IN CONTINUATIO~. 

Friday Morning, April 1S. 

Sm CLEMENT W ILLOUGII:BY called here yes
terday at noon, and Captain l\lirvan invited him 
to dinner: for my part, I spent the day in a 

manner the most uncomfortable imaginable. 
I found l\1adame Du'Tal at breakfast in bed, 

though Monsieur Du Bois was in the chamher; 
'" hich so much astonished me that I was in
voluntarily retiring, without considering how 
odd an appearance my retreat would have; '"hen 
1\Jadame Duval called me back, and laughed 
very heartily at my ignorance of foreign cus
torus. 

The conversation, ho·vrever, very soon took 
a more serious turn ; for she began, with great 
bitlerness, to inveigh against the barbarous. 

brutality of that fellow the Captain, and the 
horrible illbreeding of the English in general, 
declat·ing she should make her escape with all 
expedition from so beastly a nat~on: hut nothing 
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can he more "straug •ly absurd, than to hear 
politeness recommended in language so r~puguant 
to it as that of Madnrue Duval. 

She lamented very mournfully the fate of 
her Lyons silk, and protested she had rather 
l1ave parted with all the rest of her wardrobe, 
because it was the first gown she had bought 
to wear upon leaving ?ff her weeds: she has 
a very bad colJ, nnd :Monsieur Du Bois is so 
hoarse he eau hardly speak. 

She insisted upon my staying '"' ith her all 
day; as ihe intended, she said, to introduce 
rue to some of my o'\ n relations. I " ·ould very 
fain have excused my self, but she did not allow 
rue any choice. 

Till the arrival of these relations, one con
tinued series of questions on her side and of 
answers on mine filled up all the time we 
passed together. H(;r curiosity was insatiable; 
she inqui.red into every action of my life, and 
eVC'rJ particular that had fallen unuer 111 y 
'ohs •rvalion in the lives of all I knew. Again, 
she ' as so cruel as to avow the most inveterate 
rancor against the sole benefactor her deserted 
child and grandchild have met with; and such 
\vas the indignation her ingratitude raised, that 
I ·wot;ld actually have quittcd her presence and 
house, had she not, .in a manner the most 
peremptory, aLsolntely f01·bi<.l me. But wha-t, 
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sood Heaven! can induce her to such slioclin~ 
injustice? Oh, my friend and father! I have no 
comma11d of myself when tltis subject is started. 

She talked very much of taking me to Paris, 
and said I greatly wan,!.cd the polish of a French 

· education. She lamented that I ha 1 hecn brought 

up in the country, "hich, she observed, had 
given me a very bumpl:inish air; however, 
she bid me not despair, for she had knov; n· 
many girls, much worse than me, ·w lw had he
come very fine ladies after a few years residence 
al.>road; and she particularly instanced a l\1i s 
Polly 1\1oore, dant;hter of a chandler's-shop wo
man, v; ho, by an acc'<.lent not worth relating, 
l'13Pllened to he sent to Paris, where, from an 
a1\-kward illbred girl, she so much improved" 
that she has since been taken for a woman of 

quality. 
The relations to 1\hom she was pleased to 

introduce me consisted of a Mr. Brangl1ton, v; ho 
is her nephew, and three of his children; the 
eldest of which is a son, and the two younger 

are daughters. 
Mr. Branghton appears about forty years of 

age : he does not seem to want a common 
understanding, though he is very contracted 
and prejudised: he has spent his whole time in 
the city, and I believe feels a great contempt 
for all who reside elsewhcr.e. 
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I:lis son seems weaker in hii unJ.erstantling, 

and more gay in his temper; hut hi.s gai.et:y is 
that of a foolish overgrown schoolboy, whose 
n1irth consi~ts in noise anti disturbance : he 
disdains his father, for his close attention to 
husiness . and love of money ; though he seems 
l1ims ·If to have no talents, spirit, or generosity, 
to make ,him supc1'ior to eit 1er: his chief de
light appears to he tormenting and ridiculing 
l1is si ters, who in return most heartily despise 

l1im. 
Miss Branghton, the eldest daughter, is hy 

no means ugly, hut looks proud, illtempered, 
and conceited:- she hates the city, tbo\1gb 
without knowing why; for it is easy to discover

she has lived nowhere else. 
:Miss Polly Branghton is rather pretty, very 

foolish, v~ry ignorant, very giddy, and I believe 

very goodnatured. 
The first half hour was allotted to making 

themselves comfortable; for they complained of 
l1aving had a very dirty walk, as they came on 
foot from Snow-Hill, '\-\here Mr. Bran.ghton keeps. 
a silversmith's shop; and the young ladies hall 
not only their coats to brush and shoes to dry,. 
hut to adjust their head-dress, which their bonnets 

had totally discomposed. 
The 1nanner in which :Madame Duyal was 

leased to inlroducc me to this family extremely 
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shocked me. "Here, my dears!" said she, 
"here's a relation you little thought of: hut you 
must know my poor daughter Caroline had this
child after she ran away from me,-though I 
never knew nothing of it, not I! for a long \'rhile 
after; for they took care to keep it a secret from 
me, though the poor child has ne,·er a friend in 
the world besides." 

" :Miss seems very tender-hearted, aunt," said 
1\liss Folly, '' and to he sure she's not to blame 
for her mamma's undutifulness, for she cou'dn't 
help it.'' 

" Lord, no!" answereu she, " and I never 
took no notice of it to her; for indeed, as to 
tlwt, my own poor daughter wasn't so much to 
hlame as you may think; for she'd never have 
gone astray, if it had not been for that meddling 

old parson I told you of." 
" If aunt pleases," said young 1\fr. Branghton, 

"we'll talk o' somewhat else; fur Miss looks 
very uneasy-like." 

The next subject that was chosen, was the age 
of the three young Branghtons and myself. The 
son is twenty; the daughters, upon hearing t1w.t 
I was seventeen, said that was just the age of Miss 
Polly; but their hrothcr, after a long disput•~, 

proved that she was two years older; to the great 
anger of both sisters, 1\-·ho agreed thaL he was yel'y 
illnatured and spiteful. 
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'Vhen this point was seLLled, the question was 
put, Which was tallest?-We were desired to 
measure, as the Branghtons were all of different 
opinions: -none of them, however, disputed 
my being the tallest in the company, but, in 
regard to one another, they were extremely 
quarrelsome : the brother insisted upon their 
measuring fuir, and not ""ith heads and heels; 

but they would by no means consent to lose 
those privileges of our sex, and therefore the 
JOung man was cast as shortest; though he 
appe01led to all present upon the injustice of the 

decree. 
This ceremony over, the young ladies began 

v~ry freely to examine my dress, and Lo in
terrogate me concerning it. " This apron's your 
o'' n work, I suppose, Miss! but these sprigs 
a'nt in fashion now. Pray, if it is not imper
tinent, what might you give a yarcl for this lulc
string?-Do you make your own caps, Miss?"
and many other questions equally interesting 

aud well-hrcd. 
They th ·n asked me how I liked London? 

nnd ·whether I should not think the country a 
w:ry dull place when I returned thither?

'' Miss must try if she can't get a good hus
band," said Mr. Branghton, '' and then she 

may stay ancl live here." 
'he ue~t topic wa p\lblic places, or rathe 
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the theatres, for they knew of no other ; an(l 
tl1e merits and defects of all the actors and 
actresses were discussed: the young man bere 
took the lead, and seemed to he -very conver
sant on the subject. But, during this time, 
what was my concern, and, suiT er me to a<ld, 
my indignation, "'·hen I found, by some words 
I occasionally heard, that Madame Duval was 
entertaining Mr. Branghton with all the most 
secret and cruel particulars of my situaLion! The 
eldest daughter was soon drawn to them by the 
recital; the youngest and the son still kept their 
places, intending, I believe, to divert me, though 
the conversation was all their own. 

In a few ,minutes, Miss Brangbton, coming 
suddenly up to her sister, exclaimed, "Lord, 
Polly, only think! Miss never saw her papa !'• 

" Lord, how oud !" cried the other; "why 
hen, Miss, I suppose you wou'dn't know him?" 

This was quite too much for me ;-I rose 
hastily, and ran out of the room: hut I soon 
regretted I had so little command of myself, 
for the two sisters both followed, and insisted 
upon comforting me, notwithstanding my earnest 
iutrcati~.-s to be left alone. 

As oon as I returned to the company, 1\fa
dame Duval said, "Why, my dear, what was the 
matter with you? why did you run away so?" 

This question almost made me run again,. 
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for I knew not how to answer it: but is it not 
\'ery extraordinary that she can put me in situa
tions so shocking, and then wonder to find rue 
sensible of any concern? 

l\Ir. Branghton junior now inquil"('d of me, 
whether I had seen the To\'\'er, or St. Paul's 
church 7 and upon my ans eri.ng in the nega
tive, they proposed making a party to show 
them to me. Among other questions1 they also 
asked if I had ever ·seeR such a thing as an 
Opera? I told them I had. " Well," said 
Mr. Branghton, " I never saw one in my life, 
so long as I've lived in I~ondon; and I never 
desire to see one, if I live here as much lon
ger." 

"Lord, Papa!" cried Miss Polly, " why not? 
you might as well for once, for the curiosity of the 
thing: besides, Mis~ Pomfret saw one, and she 
says it was very pretty.', 

" Miss will think us very vulgar,', said Miss 
Branghton, " to live in Loutlon, and never have 
been to an Opera; ]Jut it's no fault of mine, I 
assure you, Miss! only Papa don't like to go." 

The result was that a party was proposed and 
agreed to, for some early opportunity. I did not 
dare contradict them; hut I said that my time, 
"bile J remained in town, was at the disposal of 
Mrs. Mirvan { however, I am sure I will not 
atlend them, if l can possibly avoid so doing~ 
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vVhen we parted, :Madame Duval desired to see 
me the next day; and the Branghtons told me, 
that the first time I went towards Snow-Hill, they 
should he very glad if I would call upon them. 

I wish we may not meet again till that time 
arrives. 

I am sure I shall not he very ambitious of being 
known to any more of my relations, if they 
have any resemblance to those whose acquaint

, -.nee I have been introduced to already. 

'I 
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:LETTER XVIII. 

EYELlNA IN CONTINUATION. 

I HAD just finished my letter to you this 
morning, when a violent rapping at the door 
made me run down stairs; and who should I 
see in the drawing-room, but-Lord Orville! 

He ''"as quite alone, for the family had not 
assembled to breakfast. He inquired first of minr, 
then of the health of Mrs. and. Miss Mirvan, wiLh 
a degree of concern that rather surprised me, 
till he said that he had just been informed of 
the acciLlent we had mel with at Ranelagh. He 
e pressed his sorrow upon the occasion with the 
utmost politeness, and lamented that he had not 
been so fortunate as to he"ar of it in time to offer 
his senicrs. " But I think," he added, " Sir 
Clement vVilloughby had the honor of assisting 
you?" 

" He was with Captain Miryan, my Lord." 
u I had heard of his heeiug of your party." 
I hope that _flighty man has not been telling 

uord Orville he only assisted me! however, he 



did not pnrsue the subject, hut said,-" Thil\ 
accident, though · extremely unfortunate, will 
not, I hope, be the means of frightening you 
from gracing Ranelagh with your presence in 
future?" 

" Our time, my Lord, for London, is almost 
expired alre-ady.', 

" Indeed! do you leave town so very soon?'' 
" 0 ye&, my Lord! our sLay has alrea~y 

exceeded our intentions.'' 
" Are you, then, so particularly partial to 

the country?" 
" 'Ve merely came to town, my Lord, to 

meet Captain Mirvan. " 
" And does Miss Anville feel no concern at 

the idea of the many mourners her absence 
will occasion?" 

"Oh, my Lord,-I'm sure you don't think-'• 
l stopped there; for, indeed, 1 hardly knew what 
I was going to say. My foolish embarrassment 
I suppose, was the cause of what followed;--for 
he came to me, and took my hand, saying, " I 
do think, that whoever has once seen Miss An· 
ville, must receive an impression never to be 
forgotten." 

This aompliment,-from Lord Orville,-so 
9Urprised me that I conld not speak ; but felt 
myself change color, and stood for some mo
ments silent and looking down; however, the 
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he instant I recollected my situation, I with .. 
drew my hand, and told him that I would see 
if, Mrs. Mirvan was . not dressed. He did not 
oppose me, so away I went. 

I met them all on the stairs, and returned 
with them to breakfast. 

I have since been ex.tremely angry with my-
3elf for neglecting so excellent an opportunity 
of apologising for my behaviour a.t the ridotto : 
hut, to own the truth, that affair never once 

·occurred to me during the short tete-(1.-tete 
which we had together. But, ifever we should 

.happen to be so situated again, I will certainly 
mention it; for I am inexpressibly concerned 
at the thought of his harbouring an opinion that 
I am bold or impertinent, and I could almost 
kill myself for having given him the shadow oi 
n reason for so shocking an idea. 

But was it not very odd that he should make 
me such a compliment 7 I expected it not from 
him ;-but gallantry, I believe, is common to 
all men, whatever other qualites they may have 
in particular. 

Our breakfast was the most agreeable meal, 
if it may he called a meal, that we have had 
since we came to towu. Indeed, hut for Ma
dame Duya], I should like London extremely. 

The conversation of Lord Orville is really 
delightful. His manners are so elegant, so 
gentle, so unassuming, that they at once en-

TOL. I. 
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gage esteem and diffuse complacence. Far from 
being indolently satisfied with his own accum
})lishments, as I have already observed many men 
here are, though without any pretensions to his 
merit, he is most assiduously attentive to please 

~nd to serve all who are in his company; and, 
though his success is invariable, he never mam
fests the smallest degree of consciousness. 

I could wish that you, my dearest Sir, knew 
Lord Orville, because I am sure you would 
love him; and I have felt that wish for no other 
person I have seen since I came to London. I 
sometimes imagine, that, when his youth is flown, 
his vivacity abated, and his life is devoted to 
retirement, he will, perhaps, resemble him 
whom I most love and honor. His present sweet
ness, politeness, and diffidence, seem to promise 
in future the same benevolence, dignity, and 
goodness. But I must not expatiate upon this 

subject. 
When Lord Orville was gone-and he made 

hut a very short visit,-1 was preparing, most 
reluctantly, to wait upon Madame Duval; but 
::Mrs. Mirvan proposed to the Captain, that she 
should he invited to dinner in Queen-Ann
street, an<l he readily consented, for he said 
he "\\ ished to ask after her Lyons negligee. 

Tl.te invitation is accepted, and we e. pect her 

every moment. But to me, it is very strange, 
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ltat a woman, who is the uncontrolled mis
tress of her time, fortune, and actions, should 
choose to expose herself voluntarily to the rude
nes:) of a man who is openly determined to make 
her his sport. But she has very few acquaint
ance, and, I fancy, scarce h.no'"s how lo cm
ploy herself~ 

How great is my obligation to Mrs. Mirvan, 
for bestowing her time in a manner so disagree
able to herself merely 'to promote my happiness! 
every dispute in which her undesen ing husba11d 
engages is productive of pain and uneasiness . 
to herself; of this I am so sensible, that I even 
besought her not to send to :Madame Duval; Lut 
she decJared she could not bear to have me 11ass 
all my time, while in town, with her only. 
Indeed, she could not he more kind to me, were 
he your davghter. 
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LETTER XIX. 

:EVELJ -A IN CONTINUATION. 

Saturday Morning, April 16. 

?tl D A:O.IE Duv AL was accompanied by Monsieur 
Du Bois. I am surprised that she should choose 
to introduce him where he is so unwelcome; 
and, indeed, it is strange that they should he so 
constantly together: though I believe I should 
not have taken notice of it, but that Captain 
Mirvan is perpetually rallying me upon my 
IJ''andmamma, s beau. 

They were both received hy Mrs. Mirvan 
with her usual good-breeding; but the Captain, 
most provokingly, attacked her immediately, 
saying, "Now, Madam, you that have lived 
abroad, please to tell me this here; which did 
you like hest, the warm r~om at Ranelagh, or the 
C-·old bath you went into afterwards? - though, I 
assure you, you look so well, that I should advise 
you to take another dip.'' 

" Ma foi, Sir," cried she, " nobody asked 
for your advice, so you may as well kee11 it to 
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oursclf: besides, it's no such great joke, to be 
splashed, and to catch could, and spoil all one"s 
tl1ings, "'" hatcvcr you may think of it." 

" Splashed, quoth-a !-why I thought you 
were soused all over.-Come, come, don't mince 
the matter, never spoil a good stony; you know 
you hadn't a dry thread about you.-'Fore 
George, I shall never think on't without hallow
ing! such a poor, forlorn, draggle-tailed, gen
tlewoman! and poor Monseer French, here, 
like a drowned rat, by your side!-" 

" Well, the worse pickle we was in, ·so 
much the worser in you not to help us, for 
you knowed ·w·here we were f&st enough; he
cause, while I laid in the mud, l'm pretty sure 
I heard you snigger; so it's like enough you 
jostled us down yourself; for. Monsieur Du Bois 
says, that he is sure he had a great jolt given 
him, or he shouldn't have fell." 

The Captain laughed so immoderately, tl1at 
h.e really gave me also a suspicion that he was 
not entirely innocent of the charge: however, 
he disclaimed it very peremptorjly. "'Vhr 
then," continued she, '' if you didn't do that, 
why didn't you come to help us'!' 

" Who, I ?-what do you suppose I had for
got I was an E11glislzman,- a filthy, beastly 
Englishman?" 

" Very well, Sir ! very well; hut I was a 
Jf l 



fool to expect any hettcr, for it's all of a piece 
with the rest: you know you wanted to fling 
me out of the coach-window, the very first 
t ime ever I s~e you 1 but 1"11 never go to Rane
lagh ·with you no more, that I'm resolved; for 
I dare say, if the horses had runn'd over me 
as I lnid in that nastiness, you'd never have 
stirred a step to saye me.', 

" Lord, no, to be sure, Ma'am, not for the 
world! I know your opinion of our nation too 
well, to affront you hy supposing a French
man would want my assistance to protect you. 
Did you think that .!lionse._r here, and I, had 
ehanged characters, ancl that he should pop you 
into the mud, and I help you out of it,? Ha, 
ha, ha!" 

" Oh, very well, Sir! laugh on, it's like yom' 
manners; however, if poor Monsieur Du Bois. 
hadn't met with that unlucky accident himself, 
I shouldn't have wanted nobody's help." 

" Oh, I promise you, 1\ladam, you'd never 
have had mine; I knew my distance hetter; 
and as to your b ing a little ducked_, or so, 
why, to be sure, Monseer and you settled that 
between y urselves; so it was no business of 
mine.', 

" What! then, I suppose, you want to make. 
me believe as Monsieur Du Bois served me 
that trick o, purpose?', 



EVELHB .• 127 

tt 0' purpose! aye, certainly, who ever doubted 
tbat? Do you think. a Frenchman ever made a 
hlunde1·? If he bad been some clumsy- foote(l 
English fellow, indeed, it might have been 
accidental: but what the devil signifies all your 
hopping and capering with your dancing-mas
ters, if you can't balance yourselves upright ?' 2 

In the midst of this dialogue, Sir Clement 
Willoughby made his appearance. He affects to 
enter the house with the freedom of an old 
acquaintance; and this very easiness, which, to 
me, is astonishing, is what most particularly re
commends him to the Captnin: indeed, he seems 
very successfully to study all the humors of 
that gentleman. 

After having heartily welcomed him, " You 
are just come in time, my ]Joy," said he, "to 
settle a little matter of a dispute between this 
here gentlewoman and I; do you know, she has 
been trying to persuade me, that she did not 
above half like the ducking Monseer gave her 
t'other night." 

" I should have hoped," said Sir Clement, 
with the utmost gravity " that the friendship sub
sisting between that lady and gentleman, would. 
have guarded them against any actions profes
sedly disagreeable to each other; hut, probahly, 
they might not have discussed the matter pre
-viously; in which case, the gentleman, I must 

F ti 



own, seemS' to have been guilty of inattention,. 
since, in my humble opinion, it was his business 
first to have inquired '~'hether the lady pre
ferred soft or hard ground, before he dropped 
l1er." 

" Oh, very fine, Gentlemen, Tery fine!" cried 
Ma-dame Duval; "you may try to set us to
gether by the ears as much as you will; hut I'm 
not su h an ignorant person as to be made a 
fool of so easily; so you needn't talk no more 
about it, for I sees into your designs." 

1\"lonsieur Du Bois, who was just able to dis
cover the subject upon which the conversation 
turned, made his defence in French with great 
solemnity: he hoped, he said, that the company 
would at least acknowledge he did not come 
from a nation of brutes, and consequently, that 
to wilfully ofi'end any lady was to him utterly 
impossibk; hut that, on tl1e contrary, in en
deavouring, as was his duty, to sa-ye and guard 
l1er, he had himsdf suffered, in a manner which 
he would f01·hear to relate, but which he greatl:)C 
apprehended he should feel the illelfects of for 
many months; and then, with a countenance . 
exceedingly lengthened, he added, that he hoped 
it would not be attributed to him as a national 
-prejudice, when he owned that he must, to the 
best of his memory, aver, that his unfortunate 
fall was owing to a sudden but violent push 
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"'Y1ich, he was shocked to say, some lllal volent 
person, with a design to his injury, must cer
tainly have given him; hut whclher with a 
vie1 to mortify him, by making him let the lad.r: 
fall, or whether merely to spoil his clothes, he 
coulcl not pretend to determine. 

This disputati n was at last, concluded by 
Mrs. Mirvan's proposing that we should all go 
to Cox's Museum. ohody objected, and car
rjages were immediately order 'd. 

In our way down stairs, 1\Iadame Duval, in a 
-very passionate manner said, " Ma foi! if I 
wouldn't give fifty guineas, only to know 1 ho 
gave us that shove!" 

This museum is very astonjshing and Yery 
superh; yet it aiforded m" hu little pleasure, for 
it is a mere show, thongh a wonderful one. 

Sir Clement W.illough hy, in our walk round 
the room, asked me what my O})iniou was of 
this brilliant spectacle ? 

"It is very fine, and very ingenious," angwered 
I, ''and yet-I don't know how it is,-hut I seem 
to miss something." 

" Excellently answer d !" cried he, " you 
have e_ actly defined my own feelings, 'tho~1gh 
in a manner I should neyer have arrived at. 
But I was c 'rtain your ta te was too well formed, 
to be pl ased at the expense of your unclt:r-
tandin~.', 

' 5 
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" Pardi," cried Madame Duval, "I hope you 
two is difficult enough! I'm sure if you don't 
like this, you like nothing; for it's the grandest, 

1wettiest, finest sight that evet' I see in England." 
" What!" cried the Captain with a sneer, "I 

uppose this may be in your French taste? it's 
like enough, for it's all kiclcslzaw work. But, 

pr'ythee, friend !" turning to the person who ex
plained the devices, " will -you tell me the use 

of all this? for I'm not enough of a conjurer to 

:find it out." 
" Use, indeed r" repeated ::\iadame Duval 

disdainfully, '' Lord, if ev~ry thing's to be use

ful!-'' 
" '\Vhy, Sir, as to that, Sir," said our con-

tlnctor, " the ingenuity of the mechanism,-the 
beauty of the workmanship,-the-undoubtedly, 
Sir, any person of taste may easily discern the 

u ility of such ext1·aortlinary performances." 
" Why then, Sir," answered the Captain, 

0 your person of taste must be either a coxcomb,. 
or a Frenchman; though, for the matter of that, 

'tis the same thing." 
Just then, our attention was attracted by a 

pine-apple, which, suddenly opening, discovered 
a nest of birds.,. who immediately began to siug. 
" vV ell," cried Madame D uval, " this is preuier 
than all the rest ! I declare, in all my travels, I 
never sec nothing ele~anter., 
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''Hark ye, friend !" said the Ca1)tain, " hast 

never another pine-apple?" 
" Sir?-', 
" Because, if thou hast, pr'Jthec ~ive it us 

without the birds; for, d'ye see, I'm no French
man, ancl should relish something more sub

stantial." 
This entertainment concluded with a concert 

of mechanical music : I cannot explain how it 

'vas produced, 1Htt the e1fect was pleasing. Ma
dame Duval v;·as in ecstasies; and the Captain 
flung himself into so many ritliculous distortions, 

by way of mimicking hn, that he engaged the 
attention of all the company; and, in the midst 
of tht! pcrforltlancc of the Coronation Anthem 7 

while Madame Du •al was affecting Lo beat time, 

and uttering many e~prcssions of ddight, he 
called suddenly for salts, which a la< y, appt e
ben<.i ·Ig some di<:tr ss, politely handed to him, 
and ., hich , i1 s t~1 ntly applying to the nostras of 

poor l\hHlame Duval, she involuntarily snuffl d up 
such a quantity, that the pain and SlLI'prise made 
lH~r scream alourl. vVhen she recovered, she 
reproached him with her usual Tehemencc; but 
he protested he had taken that measure out of 
pure friendship, as he concluded, from her rap
tures, that she w<>s going into hysterics. This 
t. cuse hy no means appeased her, aud they had a 
·~iolcnt quarrel; but the only effect her anger hatl 

, fi 
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on the Captain was to increase his diversion. 
Indeed, he laughs and talks so terribly loud in 
public, that he frequently makes us ashamed of 
belonging to him. 

Madame Duval, notwithstanding her wrath, 
made no scruple of returning to dine in Queen
Ann-street. :Mrs. Mirvan had secured places ·for 
the play at Drury-Lane Theatre, and, though ever 
uneasy in her company, she very politely invited 
:Madame Duval to be of our party; however, she 
had a had cold, and chose to nurse it. I was 
sorry for her indisposition, hut I knew not how 
to he sorry she did not accompany ~s, for she 
is -I must not say what, hut very unlike other 
people. · 
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LETTER XX. 

EVELIN.A. L~ CONTINUATION .. 

OUR places were in the front row of a side
box. Sir Clement Willoughby, who knew our· 
intention, was at the door of the theatre, and 
handed us from the carriage. 

'V e had not been seated five minutes, before 
Lord Orville, who we saw in the stage box, came 
to us; and he honored us with his company all 
tl1e evening. 1\-liss Mirvan and I both rejoiced 
that :Madame Duval was absent, as we hoped 
for the enjoyment of some conversation, unin
terrupted by her quarrels with the Captain~ but 
J soon found that her presence would i1ave
made very little alteration; for so far was I from 
daring to speak, that I knew not where even to 
look. 

The play was Love for Love ; and, though it is 
fraught with wit and entertainment, I hope I 
shall neve:r: see it represented again ; for it is so 

e tremely indelicate,-to use the softest werd I 
ca.n,-that Miss Mirvan and I were perpetually 
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out of countenance, and could neither make any 
observations ourselves, nor venture to listen to 
those of others. This was the more provoking, 
as Lord Orville was in excellent spirits, and ex

ceedingly entertaining. 
When the play was over, I flattered myself 

I shoultl he allle to look about me -with less 
restraint, as we intended to stay the Farce; but 
the curtain bad hardly dropped, when the box
door opened, and in came Mr. Lovel, the man hy 
whose foppery and impertinence I "\Yas so much 
teized at the ball "\\here J first saw Lord Orville. 

I turned away my head, al).d began talking 
to Miss Miryan, for I was desirous to avoid speak
ing to l1im ;-hut in vain, for as soon as he had 
made his colllpliments to Lord Orville and Sir 
Clem(:nt Wi lu ghhy, who rett rned them very 
coldly, 1 e henl his head forward, and said to 
me, "I hope, l\1a'am, you lw.ve enjoyed your 
health since I bad the honor-I beg ten thousand 
pardons, but I protest I '"a& going to say the 
honor of dancing with you-however, I mean 
the honor of seeing you dance?', 

He spoke lriih a self-complacency that con
vinced me he had studied this address, by way 
of making reprisals for my conduct at the ball: 
I therefore bowed slightly, but made no answer. 

After a short silence, he again called my atten
.tion, by saying, in an easy, negligent way, 
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cc I think, 1\b'am, you was never in town 

before?" 
" No, Sir." 
" So I did presume. Douhtless, Ma'am, every 

thing must be infmitely novel to you. Our 
customs, our manners, and les etiquettes de nous 
autres ~ can have very little resemblance to those 
you have been used to. I imagine, Ma'am, your 
retirement is at no very small distance from the 

capital?" 
I was so much disconcerted at tl1is sneering 

speech, that 1 said not a word; though I have 
since thought my vexation both stimulated anJ 

delighted him. 
" The air we breathe here, however, Ma'am'' 

continued he,. very conceitedly, " though foreign 
to that you have hcPn accustomed to, has not, 
J hope, been t variance with your heallh ?" 

" '\1r. Lovel," said Lord Orville, " could not 
your eye have spared that question?" 

'' Oh, my Lord!" answered he, "if health 
were the only cause of a lady's bloom, my eye, 
1 5rant, had been infallible from the first glance; 

b ul " 
" Come, come," cried Mrs. Mirvan, '' I must 

beg no insinuations of that sort; Miss Anvil1e's 
color, as you have successfully tried,. may, you 
cc, he h :?ightcned ;-hut I assure you, it would 

be past your skill to less n it." 
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" 'Pon honor, Madam," returned: he, " yott 
wrong me; I presumed not to infer that rouge 
was the only succedaneum for health; but, 
really, I have known so many different causes 
for a lady's color, such as flushing,- anger,
mauvaise lwnte,-and so forth, that I never dare 
decide to which it may he owing." 

" As to sucl1 causes as them there," cried the 
Captain, " they must belong to those that they 
keep company with." 

" Very true, C<~ptain," said Sir Clement; 
"the natural complexion has nothing to do with 
occasional sallies of the passions, or any acciden
tal causes." 

" No, truly," returned the Captain,. " for 
now here's me, why I look like any other man 
just now; and yet, if you were to put me in a 
passion, 'fore George, you'd1 soon see me have as 
fine a high coior as any painted Jezahel in all 
this place, be she never so lwdaubed." 

" But," said Lord Orville, " the difference of 
natural and of artificial color seems to me very 
easily discerned; that of nature is mottled, and 
varying; that of art, set, and tuo smooth; it 
wants that animation, that glow' that in
describable semething) which, evf'n now that I 
see it, wholly surpasses all my powers of expres
sion., 

" Your Lordship,, said Sir Clement, " is 
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universally acknowledged to be a connoisseur in 

beauty." 
" An<l you, Sir Clement," returned he, " an 

ent/tu r; iast." 
" l am proud to own it," cried Sir Clement; 

H in SUCh a CaUSe, and })efore SUCh objectS, en
thusiasm is simply the consequence of not being 

blind." 
" Pr'ythee a truce with all this palavering,', 

cried the Captain, "the woman are vain enough 
already; no. need for to puff'em up more." 

" We must all submit to the commanding 
officer," said Sir Cleruent; " therefore let us call 
another subject. Pray, Ladies, how have you 
been entertained with the play?" 

" Want of entertainment,'' said Mrs. Mirvan, 
" is its least fault; but I own there are objections. 
to it, which I should be glad to see remoTed.." 

'' I could have ventured to answer for the 
Ladies," said Lord Orville, ''since I am sure 
this is not a play that can be honored with their 

approbation." 
" What, I suppose it is not sentimental 

enough!" cried the Captain, "or else it's too 
good for them; for I'll maintain it's one of the 
hest comedies in the language, and has more 
wit in one scene, than there is in all the new 
plays put together." 

" For my part," saitl Ml·. Lovel, " I confess 
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I seldom listen to the players: one has so"' much 
to do, in looking about, and finding out one's 
acquaintance, that, really, one has no time to 
mind the stage. Pray," -most affectedly fixing 
his eyes upon a diamond-ring on his little finger, 
" pray-what was the play to·night?" 

" Why, what the devil!" cried the Captain, 
"do you come to the play without k.p.owing 
what it is?', 

" 0 yes, Sir, yes, very frequently! I have 
no time to read playbills; one merely comes 
to meet one's friends, and show that one's 
alive., 

" Ha, ha, ha !-and so," cried the Captain, 
"it costs you five shillings a night, just to show 
that you're alive! Well, faith, my friends should 
all think me dead and under ground, before 
I'd be at that expense for 'em. Howsomever, 
this here you may take from me ;-they'll find 
you out fast enough, if you've any thing to 
give 'em.-.A.nd so you've ]Jeen here all this 
time, and don't know what the play was?" 

"Why, realJy, Sir, a play requires so much 
attention,-it is scarce possible to keep awake, 
if one listens; for, indeed, by the time it is 
evening, one has been so fatigued, with dining, 
-or wine,-or the house,-or studying,-that 
it is-it is perfectly an impossibility. But, now 
I think of it, I believe 1 have a bill in m 



pocket; 0 aye, here it is-Love for Love, aye, 
-Lrue,-ha, ha,-how could I he so stupid!'' 

" Oh, easily cuough, as to that, I warrant 

you,', said the Captain; " but, by my soul, this 
is one of the best jokes I ever heard! Come to 
a play, and not know what it is! -Why, I sup
pose you wouldn't have founJ it out, if they 
hadfobb'd you off with a scraping of fidlers, or 
an oprra ?-Ha! ha! ha !-why now, I shoul<.l 
have thought you might have taken some notice 

of one Mr. Tattle that is in this play!" 
This sarcasm, which caused a general smile, 

made him color: but turning to the Captain 
with a look of conceit, which implied that he 
l1ad a retort ready, he said, "Pray, Sir, give 
me leave to ask,-what do you think of one 

Mr. Ben~ who is also in this play?" 
The Captain, regarding him with the utmost 

contempt, answerecl in a loud voice, " Think 
of him !-why I think he's a man!" And then, 
staring full in his face, l1e struck. his cane on 
the ground, with a violence that made him start. 
He did not, however, choose to take any notice 
of this; but, having hit his nails some time, in 
manifest confusion, he turned very quick to me, 
and, in a sneering tone of voice, said, "For 
my part, I was most struck with the country 

young lady, Miss Prue; pray what do you think 

uf her, Ma'am'?," 
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" Indeed, Sir," cried I, very much provoked, 
tc I think-that is, I do not think any thing 
about her." 

'~ Well, really, Ma'am, you prodigiously sur-
prise me !-mais apparemment ce n"est qu/une 
faf:on de parler ?-though I should beg your 
pardon, for probably you do not understand 
French?" 

I made no answer, for I thought his rude
ness intolerable; but Sir Clement, with great 
warmth, said, " I am surprised that you can 
suppose such an object as Miss Prue would en
gage the attention of Miss Anville even for a 
moment." 

" Oh, Sir," returned this fop, "'tis the first 
character in the piece !-so well drawn,-so 
much the thing l -such true country breeding, 
-such rural ignorance !-ha ! ha ! ha !-'tis most 
admirably hit off, 'pon honor !" 

I could almost have cried, that such imperti
nence . should he levelled at me; and yet, cha
grined as I was, I could never behold IJord 
Orville and this man at the same time, and 
feel any regret for the cause I had given of 
displeasure. 

" The only female in the play," said Lord 
Orville, "worthy of being mentioned to these 
ladies, is Angelica." 

" Angelica," cried Sir Clement, " is a noJJl 
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irl; she tries her lover severely, but she re
wards him generously." 

" Yet, in a trial so long," said Mrs. Mirvan 
" there seems rather too much consciousness of 
l1er power." 

" Since my opinion has the sanction of 
Mrs. Mirvan's," added Lord Orville, " I will 
venture to say, that Angelica bestows her hand 
rather with the air of a benefactress, than with 
the tenderness of a mistress. Generosity without 
delicacy, like wit without judgment, generally 
gives as much pain as pleasure. The uncer
tainty in which she keeps Valentine, and her 
manner of trifling with his temper, give no very 
favorable idea of her own." 

" Well, my Lord," said Mr. Lovel, " it must 
however, be owned, that uncertainty is not the 
ton among our ladies at present; nay, indeed, 
I think they say, though, faith !" taking a ·pinch 
of snu.lf, " I hope it is not true-hut they say, 
that we now are most shy and ]Jackward." 

The curtain then drew up, and our con
versation ceased. :Mr. Lovel, finding we chose 
to attend to the players, left the box. How 
strange it is, Sir, that this man, not contented 
with the large share of foppery and nonsense 
which he has from nature, should think proper 
to affect yet more! for what he said of Tattle 
and of 1.\liss Prue, conyinced me •that he really 
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had listened to the play, though he was so 
l'idiculous and foolish as to pretend ignorance. 

But l10w malicious and impertinent in this 
'Creature to talk to me in such a manner! I am 
sure I hope I shall never see him again. I should 
have despised him heartily as a fop, had he 
never spoken to me at all; but now, that he 
thinks proper to resent his supposed ill-usnge, 

I am really quite afraid of him. 
The entertainment was, The Deuce is in Him; 

which Lord Orville observed to be the most 
finished and elegant petite piece that was ever 

written in English. 
In our way home, Mrs. Mirvan -put me into 

some consternation, hy saying it was evi(lent, 
from the resentment which this 1\'lr. Lovel 
harbours of my conduct, that he would think 
it a provocation sufficiently important for a duel, 

if his courag.e equalled his wrath. 
I am terrified at the very idea. Good Heaven! 

that a man so weak and frivolous should be so 
rcvengdul! However, if bravery woulfl have 
.excited him to affront Lord Orville, how much 
reason have I to rejoice, that cowardice makes 
'him contented with venting his spleen upon 
me ! hut we shall leave town soon, and, I hope, 

-see him no more. 
It was some consolation to me, to hear, 

from Miss :Mirvan, that1 while he was speaking 
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to me so cavalierly, Lord Orville regarded him 
with great indignation. 

But, really, I think there ought to he a book 
of the laws and customs a-la-mode presented to 
all young people upon their first introduction 
into public company. 

To-night we go to the opera, where I ex
pect very great pleasure. We shall have the 
same party as at the play; for Lord Orville 
said he should be there, and would look for 
us. 
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LETTER XXI. 

:EVELINA IN CONTINUATION. 

I HAVE a volume to 1"t-rite of the adventures 
of yesterday. 

In the afternoon,-at Berry Hill, I should 
have said the evening, for it was almost six 
o'clock,-while Miss :Mirvan and I were dressing 
for the opera, and in high spirits, from the 
expectation of great entertainment and plea~ure, 
we heard a carriage stop at the door, and 
concluded that Sir Clement 'Villoughhy, with 
his usual assiduity, was come to attend us to 
the Haymarket; hut, in a few moments, what 
was our surprise, to see our chamber-door flung 
open, and the two Miss Branghtons enter the 
I'oom! They advanced t9 me with great fa
miliarity, saying, ''How do you do, cousin? 
-so we've caught you at the glass !-well, 
I'm determined I'll tell my brother of 
that!" 

Miss Mirvan, who had never before seen 
them, ana could not at first imagine who they 
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:\'Pre, -looked so much astonis1wd, that I ''as 
't·eady to laugh mysdf, till the eldest said, 
"We're come to take you to the opera, iiss; 
papa and my brother arc below; and we are 
to call for your grandmamma as we go 
along." 

"I am very sorry,''· answered I, " that you 
should have taken so much trouble, as I am 
engaged already." 

"Engaged! Lord, Miss, never mind that!" 
cried the youngest; "this young lady will make 
your excuses, I dare say; it's only doing as, one 
would be done by, you know." 

"Indeed, J\Ia'am," said Miss ~firvan, "I shall 
myself he very sorry to he deprived of Miss 
Anvillc's company Lhis evening." 

"Well, Miss, that is not so very goodnatured 
in you," said Miss Brangh ton, ''considering we 
only come to give ot~r cousin pleasure ; it's no 
good to us; it's all upon her account; for '\Ve 

came I don't know how much round about to 
take her up." 

"I am extremely obligetl to you," said 1, "aml 
very sorry you l1ave lo t so much time; but 
I cannot possibly help it, for I engaged myself 
wiLhout knowing you would call." 

"l .. ord! what signifies that?" said Miss Polly, 
"you're no old maid, and so you needn't he 

VOL. I. G 
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so very formal: besides, I dare say those you 
are engaged to a'n't half so near related to you 
as WC are." 

" I must beg you not to press me any further, 
for I assure you it is not in my power to attend 
you." 

" Why we came all out of the city on pur
pose: besides, your grand mamma expects you; 
-and pray, what are we to say to her?" 

" Tell her, if you please, that I am much 
concerncd)-hut that I am pre-engaged." 

" And who to?" demanded the abrupt Miss 
Branghton. 

" To Mrs. Mirvan,-and a large party." 
" Anrl, pray, what are you all going to do, 

that it would he such a mighty matter for you 
to come along with us?" 

" We are all going to-to the opera." 
" Oh, dear! if that be all, why can't we go 

all together?'' 
I was extremely disconcerted at this forward 

and ignorant behaviour, and yet their rudeness 
very much lessened my concern at rcfuiing them. 
Indeed, their dress was such as would hav& 

' rendered their scheme of accompanying our 
party impracticable, even if I had desired it; 
e.nd this, as they did not themselves find out, 
I was obliged, in terms the least mortifying_ 
I could think of, to tell them. 
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'lhey were very much chagrined, and asked 
where J should sit? 

" In the piL," answered I. 
''In the pit!" repeated Mis Branghton) 

" well, really, I must own I should never have 
supposeJ that my go-wn was no t good enough 
for the pit: but come, Polly, let'· go; if Miss 
does not think us fine enough for her, why to 
be sure she may choose." 

Surprised at this ignorance, I 'vould have 
explained to them that the pit, at the opera, 
req uiretl the same dress as the boxes; hut they 
vcre so much affronted, they would not hear 

me, and, in great displeasure, left the room; 
saying they would not have troubled me, only 
they thought I should not he so proud with 
my own relations, and that they l1ad at least 
as good a right to my company as strangers. 

I endeavoured to apologise, and would baye 
sent a long message to Madame Duval; but they 
hastened away without listening to me; and 
I could not follow them down stairs, because 
I was not dressed. The last words I heard 
them say, were, ''Well, her grandmamma will 
he in a fine passion, that's one good thing.', 

Though I was e:~.tremely mad at this visit 
yet I so heartily rejoi ed at their going, that 
1 ·would not suffer m)sclf to think gravely 

bout it. 

G 2 



Soon after Sir Clement actually came, aml 
we all went down stairs. Mrs. Mirvan ordered· 
tea; and we were engaged in a very lively 
<;onvcrsation, when the senant announced :!\'la
dame Duval, who instantly followed him into 
the room. 

Her face was the color of scarlet, and her 
eyes sparkled with fury. Sbe came up to me 
with a hasty step, saying, " So, Miss! you re
fuses to come to me, do you ?-and pray who 
are you, to dare to disobey me ?" 

I was quite frightened ;-I made .no answer; 
-I eYcn attempted •to rise, and could not, hut 
sat still, mute, and motionless. 

EYery body, hut :Miss Mirvan, seemed in the 
utmost astonishment; and the Captain, rising 
and approaching Madame Duval, with a voice 
of authority, said, ""'\'Vhy, how now, :Mrs. Tm
key-Cock! what's put you into this here flus

ter?" 
" It's nothing to you," answered she, " so 

you may as well hold your tongue, for I sha'nt 
be called to no account by you, I assure 

you." 
" There you're out, Madam Fury!" returned 

he, "for you must know I never suffer an) body 
to he in a passion in my house hut myself." 

'' But you shall," cried she, in a gr~at ragP, 
" for I'll be in as great a passion as ever I please, 
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·ithout asking your leave; so don't give yourself 
no more airs about it. And as for you, Miss,, 
again advancing to me, " I order you to follow 
me this mom nt, or else I'll make you rrpent 
iL all your li:£1~." nd, wiLh these words, she 
:flung out of the room. 

I was in such extreme terror, at being addressed 
and threatened in a manner to which I am so 
wholly unused, that I almost thought I should 
have fainted. 

" Don't he alarmed, my love!" cried Mrs. Mir
van, "htit stay' here you are; and 1 will follow 
:Madame thn al, and try to bring her to rea
son." 

Miss Mirvan took my hand, and most kindly 
endeavoured to raise my spirits : Sir Clement, 
too, approached me, with an air so illterested in 
my distress, that I could not hut feel myself 
obliged to him; and, taking my olher hand, said, 
" For heaven's sake, my dear Madam! compose 
your lf; surely the violence of such a wretch 
ought merely to move your contempt; she can 
have no right, I imagine, to lay her commands 
upon you, and 1 on y wish that you would allow 
me to speak to her." 

" 0 no! not for thew r d!-inlleed, I believe, ~ 
-Jam afraid-J had better follow her." 

"Follow her? Good God, my dear liss m·ille! 
-rould you trust yourself with a mad woman? 

c J 
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for what else can you call a creature 'vlw. 
passions are so insolent? No, no; send lwr 
·word at once to leave the house, and tell lwr 
you J csirc that she will never see you again." 

" 0 Sir! you don't know who you talk of! 
-il wou1d ill become me to send Madame Du.
val such a message." 

'' But wlzy~" cried he, looking very inquisitive, 
" wlzy should you scruple to treat her as she 
Jescrves ! '' 

I then found that his aim was to discover the 
nature of her connexion with me ; but I felt so 
much ashamed of my near l'elationship to hu, 
that I could not persuade myself to ans\-ver him, 
and only intreateo that he would leave hel" 
to l\1rs. Mirvan, who just then entered the 
room. 

Before she could speak to me, tl1e Captain 
callell out, "Well, Goody! 1\hat have you Jone 
with Madam French ? is she cuoh·d a little ? 
,eau c if she ]) ·en't, I've just thought of a most 
excellent device to bring her to." 

" My dear Evelina," said Mrs Mi:rvan, '' I 
have been vainly endeavouring to appease her; 
I pleaded ) our engagement, and promised your 
future allt.. ndancc: hut I am sorry to say, my 
loye, that I fear her rage will end in a tolal 
breach, "'hich I think you had better avoid 

· if she is any further opposed," 
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H Then I will go to her, ~fadam," cried I; 
4

' and, indeed, it is now no matter, for I 
should not he ahle to recover my spjrits suffi
ciently to enjoy much pleasure any where this 
evening." 

Sir Clement began a very warm expostula......
tion and intreaty that I would not go; but 
I begged him to desist, and told him, very 
honestly, that, ifmy compliance were not indis
pensably necessary, I should require no persua
sion to stay. He then took my hand, to lead me 
down stairs; but the Captain desired him to be 
quiet, saying he would 'squire me himself; "he
cause/' he added, exultingly. rubbing his hands, 
" I have a wipe ready for the old lady, whiCh 
may serve her to chew as she g es along." 

We found her in the parlour. " Oh, you're 
come at last, Miss, are you ?-fine airs you give 
yourself, indeed ! ma foi! if you h~!~ 1 n' t come, 
you might have staid, I assure you, and have 
been a beggar for your pains." 

" Hryday, Madam!" cried t.he Captain, pran
cing forward, with a look of great glee, " what, 
a'n't you got out of that there passion yet? why 
then, I'll tell you what to do to cool yourself; 
call upon your old friend, Monseu Slippery, 
who was with you at Ranelagh, and give my 
service to him, and tell him, if he sets any store 
by your health, that I desire he'll giYe you such 

~ 4 



.. nother souse as he did before: he'll know "' 11at 
I mean, and I'll warrant you he'll do't for my 
sake." 

" Let l1im, if ne dares!', cric"<l1 !Iadarue Duval; 
" hut 1 sha'n't stay to answer you no more; yo n 
are a vulgar fellow-and so, child, let us lea Ye 
l1im to himself." 

"Hark ye, Madam," cried the Captain, "you'd 
hest not call names; because, d'ye see ! if ) 'JU 

do, I shall make hold to show you the door." 
She changed color, and saying, " Pardi, I 

can show it myself," hurried out of the room, 
and I followed her into a l1ackney-coach ; Jmt 
before we drove off, the Captain, looking out 
of the parlor window, called out, "D'ye h ar, 
l.Vladam,-don't forget my message to Monseer." 

You will believe our ride -n as not the most 
agreeable in tbe world; indeed, it would be dif
ficult to S"'ay ·which was least pleased, 1\ladame . 
Dnval or me, though the reasons of our dis
content were so different: however, :Madame 
Dural soon got the start of me; for we lwd 
l1ardly turned out of Queen-Ann-street, when a 
man, l'unning full speed, stopped the coach. He 
came up to the window, and I saw he was the 
Captain's senant. He lHl.d a broad grin on his. 
face, and panted for breath. 1\Iadame Du, al 
demanded his 1msiness; "Madam,'' answered he, 
" my master desires his compliments to ou an<. 
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ancl-and-and l1e says he wi.,hes it well over 
with you. He! he! he!-" 

1\iadame Duval in tautly darted fon\'3rd, and 
gave him a -violent blow on the face; u Tale that 
back for your answer, sirrah !" cried she, " and 
learn to srin at your betters another time .. 
Coachman, drive on!;' . 

The servant was in a Yiolent passion, and 
s'"i'Ore terribly; but we ''ere soon. out of hear
mg. 

The rage of Madame Duval was greater th;n 
evf'r, and she inveighed against tl1c Captain with 
such fury, that I was even ap u·ehensive she 
would have rc.turncd to his house purposely to 
reproach him, which she repeatedly threatened 
to do; nor ' ould she, I believe have hesitated 
a moment, but that, notwithstanding l1er -violence, 
11C has really made Lcr afraiJ of him. 

'Vhen we came to her lodgings, w found all 
th • Branghtons in the passage, impatiently waiting 
f Jr us, "'~ ith .the door open. 

" Only sec, h r ,'s 1\ii s !'' cried the brother. 
j' "\V ell, I declare I thought as much!" said the 

younger sister. 

"'Vhy, Miss," said Mr. Branghton, " I t!,ink 
ou ru1ght as w ·ll lwve eo ne with your cousius 

at once; it's thro-ning money in the dirt, lo pay 
wo coaches for one fare." 

': Lord, father L" cried the sou, " make no 
' 5 



"Words about that; for I'll pay for the coach tl1at 
Miss had., 

"Oh, I know very well," answered Mr. Brangh
ton, " that you're always more ready to spend 
than to earn." 

I then interfered, and begged that I might 
myself be allowed to pay the fare, as the expense 
was incurred upon my account; they all said nn, 
anJ proposed that the same coach should carry t s 
on to the opera. 

While this passed, the Miss Branghtons were 
examining my dress, which, indeed, was ver.y 
improper for my company; and as I was ex
tremely UTI\\ illing to be so conspicuous amongst 
them, I requested l\iadame Du.val to bo:now a 
hat or bonnet for me of the people of the house. 
But she never wears either herself, and thinks 
them very English and barbarous; therefore she 
insisted that 1 should go- full dressed, as I had· 
prepared myself for the pit, though I made many 
objections. 

We were then all c1·owded into the same car
riage; hut when we arrived at the opera-huuse, 
I contrived to pay the coachman. They ruad.e 
a g• cat many speeches; hut Mr. Dranghton's re
flection had determined me not to he indebted 
to him. 

If I had not been too much chagrined to 
laugh, I should haye been extremely diverte<.l at 
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their ignorance of whatever belongs to an opera~ 
In the first lace, they could not tell at what 
door we oug 1t to enter, and we ·wandered about 
for some time, \\ ithout knowing ""hich way to 
turn: they did not choose to appl} to me,-though 
I \Vas the only person of the party ""lJO had ever. 
before been at an opera,- because they were 
unwilling to suppose that their country cousin, as 
they were pleased to call me, should he better 
acquainted with any London puhlic place than 
themselves. I was very indifferent and careless 
upon this subject, JJUL not :lliule uneasy at finding 
tl1at my drcs:,, so diili•rent from that of the com
pany to wl1ich I belonged, attracted general notice 
and observation. 

In a short time, however, we arrived at one 
t>f the door-keep<>r's bars. 1\h. Bmnghton dc
mmulcd fer what part of the h use they took 
money? They auswered, the pit, and regarded 
us all with gr at earnestness. The son then 
ac vancing, sai<.l, '' , ir, if JOU 1)1\:.!a e, I Leg that 

l1.ay treat Miss." 
'' v e'll sellle that another time," answered 

Ir. Branghton, and put down a guinea. 
Two tickets of admission w·ere sivcn to him. 
flb. Branghton, in bis turn, now stared at the 

tloork ·t;per, <l.Od J,•mant.I(!,J what he meant hy 
giying l.i u only l vo tick ts for. a guinea. 

u Only t' o,. ~i:t r' said Lbe. man, " "hy don't 
~ {' 
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you know t!wt the tickets are half a guinea 
each?" 

"Half a guinea each!" rep~ated Mr. Erangh
on, " why I never heard of such a thing in my 

life! And pray, Sir, how man} will they admit?" 
"Just as usual, Sir, one person each." 
" Hut one person for half a guinea !-why, I 

only want to sit in the pit, friend." 
" Had not the Ladies better sit in the gallery, 

ir, for they'll hardly choose to go into the pit 
with their hats on?" 

" Oh, as to that," cried 1\iiss Eranghton, " if 
our hats are too high, we'll take them off when 
we get in. I sha'n't mind it, for I did my hair· 
on purpose." 

Another party then approaching, the door-
eeper ~ould no longer attend to l\lr. llranghton, 

who, taking up the guinea, told him it should 
he long enough before he'd see it again, and 
walked away. 

The young ladies, in some confusion, ex
pressed their surprise that their papa shot~ld 

not know the opera prices, which, for tl1eir 
parts, they had read in the papers a thousanJ 
times. 

" The price of stocks," said he, " is enongh 
for me to see after; and I tool it for granted 
it \Vas the same thing here as at the play
houst)l" 



" I knew well enough what the price was,',. 
, aid the son, " hut 1 would not speak, because 
I thought perhaps they'd take less, as ..,.we're suc}l 
a large party.'' 

The sisters both laughed very contemptuously 
at this idea, and asked him if he ever heard 
of people~s abating anything at a public place? 

'' J don't know whether I have or no," answered 
he, " hut I'm sure if they would, you'd like it so 
much the worse." 

" Very true, Tom," cried Mr. Branghton; 
" telJ a woman that any thing is reasonable, and 
she'll be sure to hate it." 

" "\Veil," said Miss Polly, " I hope that aunt 
and Miss wiH be of our side, for papa always takes 
part with Tom." 

" Come, come!" cried Madame Duval, " if 
you stand talking l1ere, we sha'n't get no place 
at all." 

Mr. Branghton then inquired the ·way to the 
allery, and, 1 hen we carue to the doorkc p<•r,. 

demanded "hat 1\-aS to ~~ay. 
" 'Ihe usual price, Sir," said the. man. 
"Then give u e change," cried Mr. Brangh ton, 

again putting down his guinen. 
" For how many, Sir?" 
" "\Vhy-let's see,-for six.'' 
" • or si , Si1'? why ou've given m .out 

'Umea. 
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" But a guinea! why how much would you 
have! I suppose it i'n't half a guinea a piece 
here too?'" 

" No, Sir, only five shillings." 
M"l'. Bt·anghton again took up his unfortunate 

gumea, and protested he would submit ta no 
su<;h imposition. I hen proposed that we should 
return home, hut Madame Duval would not 
consent, and we were conducted, by a woman 
who sells hooks of the opera, to another gallery
door, where, after some disputing, Mr. Brangh
ton at last paid. and we all went np stairs. 

Madame Duval complained very much of 
Lhe trouble of going so high, hut lVIr. Branghton 
tlesircd her not to hold the place too cheap, 
''for, whatever :you ma.y think," cried he, "I 
:\Ssure you I paid pit pr~ce; so don't suppose 
I come ht:·re to save my money." 

"Well, to be sure," aid Miss Branghton, 
"there's no judging of a place by the outside, 
else, I must ne tls say, there's nothing very 
xtraordinary in the staircase.» 

But, when we entc:red the gallery, their
amazement and disappointment became general: 
for a few instants, they looked at one another 
-without speaking, and then they all broke si
lence at once. 

"Lord, papa!'" exclaimed Mi~s Polly, "why 
you have bruught us to the one-shilling gRller ln 
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tt I'll he glad to give you two shillings, 
though," ans,vered he, "to pay. I was never 
so fooled out of ruy money before, since tl1e 
hour of my birth. Either the doorkeeper's a 
k.na.-vc, or this is the greatest imi)Osition that 
ever was put upon the public." 

".llfa foil" cried Madame Duval, "I never 
sat in such a mean place in all my life ;-why 
it's as high !-we sl1a'nt see nothing." 

"1 thought at the time," saitl Mr. Hranghton, 
" that five shillings was an exorbitant price 
for a place in the gallery, but as we'd been 
asked so much more at the other doors, why 
I paicl it ,·vithout many woFds; but then, to he 
sure, thinks 1, it can never be like any othcF 
gallery-we shall see some crinlcwn-crankwn or 
other for our money ;-hut 1 find it's as arrant 
a takf!-in as ever I met with." 

"Why it's as like the twelvepenny gallery 
at Drury-lane," cried the son,'' as two peas are 
to one another. I never knew f<.Jther so })it 
before." 

"Lord", sai(l Miss Branghton, "I thought it 
would have heen quite a fine place,.- all 
over I don't know what,-and done quite in: 
taste." 

1 n this manner they continued to cxprc." 
their Jissati facti(, till the curtain drew 11p; after 
¥~hich) their observations we1·e very curiouSo 
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They made no allowance for the customs or 
even for the language of another country, but 
formed all their remarks upon comparison 
with the English theatre. 

Notwithstanding my vexation at l1aving been 
forced into a party so yery disagreeable, and 
tLat, too, from one so much-so very much the 
contrary; yet, would they have suffered me to 
listen, I should have forgotten every . thing un

pleasant, and felt nothing hnl delight in hearing 
the sweet voice of Signor 1\'lillico, the first 
singer; but they tormented me ''ilh continual 
talking. 

"\Vhat a jabbcring they make!" cried ~fr. 

13ranghton; "there's no knowing a word they 
'say. Pray what's the reason they can't as well 
sing in English ?-but I suppose the fine folks 
would not like it, if they could understand it." 

"How unnatnral their action is !" ~aid the 
son: "why; now, who ever saw an Englishman 
]>Ut hims lf in such out-of-the-way posturt·s?" 

" For my part," said ,Miss PoJiy, " I think 
it's very prc'uy, only I don't know what it 
means." 

''Lord, what does that signify?'' cried her 
sister; " mayn't one like a thing without being 
so very particular?-You may see that Miss likes 
it, anti I d.on't suppose she knows more of the 
matter than we tlo " 
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A gentleman, soon after, was so obliging as to. 
make room in the front row for Miss Branghton 
and me. We had no sooner seated ourselves, 
than l\iiss :Branghton ·exclaimed, " Good gra
cious! only see !-why,- Polly, all the people 
in the pit are without hat , dressed like any 
thing!" 

"Lord, so they are," cried Miss Polly, "well, 
I neyer saw the like !-it's worth coming to the 
opera if one saw nothii g else." 

I was then able to distinguish the happy party 
I had left; and I saw that L01·d Orville had 
seated himself ne t to Mrs. l\ irvan. Sir Cle
ment l1ad his eyes perpetually cast towards the 
five-shilling gallery, l here I suppose he con
cluded that we were seated; however, before the 
opera was over, I have reason to believe that 
he had discovered me, high and distant as I was 
from him : probah.ly l1e distinguished me by my 
h(~address. 

At the end of the first act, as the green curtain 
dropped to prepare for the dance, they imagined 
that the opera was done, and Mr. Branghton 
expressed great indignation that be had bren 
trid:ed out of l1is money with so little trouble. 
" ow if any Englishman ·was to do such an im
plltlent t 1ing as this," said he, "·n h) he'd h 
pelted ;-hut here, one of these outlandish gentry 
1na do ju t what he plea es, and come on, an 
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-squeak out a song or two, and then pocket yo-ar 
money without furLl1cr ceremony." 

However, so determined he was to be dis
satisGed, that before the conclusion of the third 
act, he found still more fault with the opera 
for being too long, and wondered whether they 
thought their singing good enough to serve us 
for supper. 

During the symphony of a song of Signor Mil
lico's, in the second act, young Mr. Bran~h
ton. said, " It's my belief that Lbat fellow's 
going to sing another song!-Why, there,s 
nothing but singing !-I wonder when they'll 
speak." 

This song, which was slow and pathetic, 
caught all my attention, and I leaned my head 
forward to avoid hearing their observations., 
that I might listen without interruption; but, 
upon turning round, when the song was over, 
I found that I was the object of general diver
sion to the whole party; for the Miss Branghtons 
were tittering, and the two gentlemen making 
,igns and faces at me, implying their contempt of 
my affectation. 

This discovery determined me to appear as 
inattentive as themselves.; but I was very much 
provoked at being thus prevented enjoying the 
only pleasure, which, in such a party, was withiu 
roy power. 



u So, Miss," said l\Ir. Branghton, "you're 
quite in the fashion, l see ;-so you like operas 1 
well, I'm not so polite; I can't like nonsense, 
let it he never so much the taste." 

"But pray, Miss, saHl the son, wlwt makes 
that fellow lo k so doltJul while he's singing?" 

"Probably because the character he performs 
is in distrt' s." 

" 'Vhy, then, I think he might as well let 
a1one singing, till he's in better cue: it's out of 
all nature for a man to be piping ,,·hen l1e's 
in clistress. For my part, I never sing but 
when I'm mer:ry; yet I love a song as well as 
most people." 

'Vhen the curtain dropped, they all rejoiced. 
"How do you like it ?-and how do you like 

it?"- passed from one to another with looks 
of the utmost contempt. " As for me," said 
1\ir. Branghton, " they've caught me once, but 
if evrr they do again, I'll give'em leave to sing 
me to Bedlam for my pains : for such a . heap 
of stuff never did I hear; there isn't one ounce 
of s nse in the ''hole opera, notl1ing but one 
continued squeaking and squalling from begin
ning to end." 

"If I had been in the pit," said Madame 
Duval, " 1 should have liked it vastly, for music 
is my passion; but sitting in such a place as 
thi is quite unhearablc :> 
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l\iiss Branghton, looling at me, declared 
that she was not genteel enough to admire it. 

Miss Polly confessed, that, if they would but 
sing English she should like it ve1y well. 
• The brother wished he could raise a riot in 
Lhe house, because then he might get his money 
again. 

And finally, they all agreed, that it was 
1nonstrvus dear. 

l)uring the last dance, I perceived, standing 
near the gallery-door, Sir Clement Willoughby. 
1 was extremely vexed, and would have givtl:n 
the world to have avoided being seen by him : 
my chief objection was, from the apprehensio 
that he would hear Miss Hranghton call me 
coztsin. -I fear you will think this London 
journey has made me grow very proud; hut 
indeed this family is so low-bred and vulgar, 
that I should he equally ashamed of such a 
connexion in the country, or any where: and 
really I had already ·been so much chagrined 
that Sir Clement had been a witness of Ma
dame Duval's power over me, that I could not 
bear to he exposed to any furth r mortification. 

As the seats cleared, by parties going away, 
Sir Clement approached nearer to us; the l\iiss 
Bra.nghtons observed with surprise, what a fine 
gentleman was come into the gallery, and the 
gave me great reason to expect, that they would 
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ndcavour to attract l1is notice, by familiarity; 
with me, when ver he should join us; and so 
I formed a sort of plan, to prevent any con• 
versation. I am afraid you . will think it wrong; 
and so J do m3·sclf now,-but, at the time, 
I only considered how I might avoid immediate 
humiliation. 

As soon as he was within two seats of u , 
he spoke to me; "I am very happy, 1\liss An
villc, to have found you, for the Ladies below 
have each an humble attendant, and therefore 
I am come to offer my services here." 

" Why then," cried I, not without hesi
tating, "if you plcase,-1 will join them." 

'' Will you allow me the honor of conduct
ing you?" cried he eagerly; and, instantly taking 
my hand, he would have marched away with 
me: hut J turned to Madame ·Duval, and said, 
"As our party i so large, Madam, if you will 
give me leave, I will go lhrwn to Mrs. Mirvan, 
that I may not crowd you in the coach." 

And then, without waiting for an answer, 
I ·u.lfered Sir Clement to hand me out of the 
gallery. 
- Madame Duval, I douht not, will be very 
angry, •wd so I am '~ ith myself, now, and 
thereture I cannot be surprised: but Mr. Brangh
ton, J am sure, will easily comfort himself, 
in havin& escaped tlte additional coach expens(i 



1~6 ~VELJNA. 

'Of can1'ing me to Queen-Ann-street: as to hi1 
daughters, they hacl no time to speak, Jmt I saw 
they were in utter amazement. 

My intention was to join Mrs. Mirvan, and 
accompany her home. Sir Clement was in high 
spirits and good humor; and, all the \ ay ·we 
went, I was fool enough to rejoice in secret 
at the success of my plau; nor ·was it till I got 
down slairs, and amidst the servants, that any 
difficulty occurred to me of meeting with my 
friends. 

I then asked Sir Clement how I should con
trive to acquaint Mrs. Mirvan that I had left 
:Madame Duval? 

" I fear it will be almost impossible to find 
l1er," answered he; "but you can have no ob· 
jection to permitting me to see you safe home." 

He then desired his servant, who was "\\aiting, 
to order his chariot to draw up. 

This quite startled me; I turned to l1im hastily, 
and said that I could not think of going away 
without Mrs. Mirvan. 

" But how can we meet with her?" cried he; 
" you will not choose to go into the pit yourself; 
I cannot send a servant there; aud it is im
possible for 1ne to go and leave you alone." 

The truth of this was indispulahle, and to
tally silenced me. Yet, as soon as I could re
collect myself, I determined not to go in hi& 
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chariot, and told him I believed I had best 
return to my party upstairs. 

He ·would not hear of this; and earnestly 
intreated me not to withdraw the trust I had 
reposed in him. 

While he was speaking, I saw Lord Orville, 
with several ladies and gentlemen, coming from 
the pit passage: unfortunately, he saw me too, 
and, leo.ving his company, advanced instantly 
towards me, and, with an air and voice of 
surprise, said, " Good God, do I see Miss An
ville !" 

I now most severely felt the folly of my plan 
aJ;id the awkwardness of my situation; however, 
1 hastened to tell him, though in a hesitating 
manner, that I was waiting for M1·s. Mirvan: 
hut ' hat was ruy disappointment, when he ac
Cjuainted me that she was ah·ead y gone home ! 

I was inexpressibly distressed: to suffer Lord 
Orville to think me satisfied with the single 
protection of Sir Clement Willoughby, I could 
not hear; yet I was more than ever averse to 
returning to a party which I dreaded his seeing: 
I stood some moments in suspense, and could 
not help exclaiming, "Good heaven, what can 
I do!" 

" 'Vhy, my dear :MaJam !'' cried Sir Cle
ment, " should you he thus uneas)? -you 
·will reach Queen-Ann-street almost as soon as 
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Mrs. Mirvan, and I am sure you cannot doubt 
being as safe." 

I made no answer, and I~ord Orville then 
said, " My coach is here, and my servants are 
I'eady to take any commands Miss Anvillc will 
honor me with for them. I shall myself go 
home in a chair, and therefore-" 

How grateful did I feel for a proposal so 
~onsiderate, and made with so much delicacy! 
I should gladly have accepted it, hall I heen per
miued: but Sir Clement would not let him even 
finish his speech; he interrupted him \Yith en~ 
dent displeasure, and said, " My Lord, my 
own chariot is now at the door." 

And just then the scnant came, and told 
him the carriage was ready. He begged to 
have the honor of conducting me to it, and 
would have taken my hand; but I drew it back, 
saying, "I can't-I can't indeed! pray go hy 
yourself-and as to me, let me have a chair." 

" Impossible!" cried he with vehemence; 
"'' I cannot think. of tru ting you with strange 
<;hairmen,-1 cannot answer it to l\frs. Mirvan; 
-come, dear ::Madam! we .shall JJe home in 
five minutes." 

Again I stood suspended. With what joy 
would I then have compromised with my pride, 
to have been once more with :Madame Duval 
and the Branghtons, llrovided I j1ad not met 
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·with Lord Orville! However, I flatter myself 
that he not only saw, but piLied my embar
rassment, for he said, in a tone of voice unusually 
softened, " To offer my scryiccs in the presence 
of Sir Clement Willoughby would be superfluous; 
but I hope I need not assure .'Miss Anvilte, how 
happy it would make me to be of the least use 
to her." 

I curtsied my thanks. Sir Clement, with great 
earnestness, pressed me to go; and while I was 
thus uneasily deliherating what to do, the dance, 
I suppose, finished, for the people crov, ded 
down stairs. Had Lord Orville then repeated 
his offer, I would have accepted it, notwith
standing Sir Clement's repugnance; hut I fancy 
he tlwught it would be iml)Crtinent. In a very 
few minutes I hearc.l Madame Du,·al's voice, as 
she descended from the gallery. " We1l," cried 
I, hastily, '' if I must go-" I stopped, but Sir 
Clement immediately handed me into l1is chariot, 
called out "Queen-Ann-street," •md then jumped 
in himself. Lord Orville, with a bow and a 
half smile, wished me good night. 

My concern was so great, at being seen and 
left by Lord Orville in so strange a situation, 
that 1 should have been hest pleased to have re
mained wholly silent during our ride home: 
but Sir Clement took care to prevent tbat. 

He began by making many complaints of my 
VOL. I, Il 
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unwillingness to trust myself with him, and 
JJcgg0d to know what could 1Je the reason? This 
question so much emharrassed me, that I could 
n ot tell what to answer, hut only said, that I was 
sorry to have taken up so much of his time. 

"Oh, ·Miss Am·ille !"cried he, taking my hand, 
tc if you knew with what transport I would de
tlicate to you not only the present hut all the 
future time allotted to me, JOU would not injure 
me by making such an apology.'' 

I could not think of a word to say to this, nor 
to a great many other equally fine speeches with 
'\Yhich he ran on, though I would fain have 
withdrawn my hand, and made almost continual 
attempt~; hnt in vain, for he actually grasped it 
}Jetween both his, without any regard to my 

resistance. 
Soon after, he said that he JJelieved the coach-

Juan was going, the wrong way, and he called to 
his servant, and gave him directions. Then again 
addressing himself to me, " How often, how assi
duously have I sought an opportunity of speaking 
to you, without the presence of that brute, Cap
tain l\iirvan ! Fortune has now kindly favored 
me with one, and permit me" again seizing my 
hand, "permit me to use it, in telling you that 

I adore you." 
I was quite thunderstruck ·at this abrupt and 

unexpected declaration. For some moments, I 



'\r'ns silent; hut when I recovered from my sur ... ' 
prise, I said, "Indeed, Sir, if yQu -were deter
mined to make me repent lea-ving my own party 
so foolishly, you have very well succeeded." 

"My dearest life !" cried he, <' is it possihle 
you can he so cruel? Can your nature and your 
countenance he so totally opposite ? Can the 
sweet bloom upon those charming checks, which 
appears as much the result of good humor as· 
of beauty-" 

« Oh, Sir!" cried J, interrupting hjm, "this 
is very fine ; hut I had hoped we had had 
enough of this sort of conversation at the ri
~lotto, and I did not expect you would so soott 
1·esume it." 

" What I then said, my sweet reproacher, was 
the effect of a mistaken, a profane idea, thllt 

your understanding held no competition with 
your heauty; but now,-.now that I find you 
equally incomparable in both,- all ·words, all 
powers of speech, are . too feeble to express the 
admiration I feel of your excellencies." 

" Indeed," cried I, " if your thoughts bad any 
connexion with your language, you \\·ould never 
suppose that I could give credit to praise so very 
much above my desert.,, 

This speech, which I made very gravely, 
occasioned still stronger protestations, "l\ hich he 
continued to pour forth, and I continued to 

11; 2 



disclaim, till I began to wonder that we were 
not in Queen-Ann-street, and begged he would 

desire the coachman to drive faster. 
" And does this little moment,'' cried he, 

" which is the first of happiness I have ever 
known,-does it already appear so very long 

to you?" 
" I am afraid the man has mistaken the 

way," answered I, " or else we should ere 
now have been at our journey's end: I must 

beg you will speak Lo him." 
" And can you think me so much my own 

enemy?-if my good genius has inspired the man 
with a desire of prolonging my happiness, can 
you expect that I should counteract its indul-

i;ence!" 
I now began to apprehend that he had him-

ielf ordered the man to go a wrong way: and 
I was so much alarmed at the idea, that, the 
very instant it occurred to me, I let clown the 
glass, and made a sudden effort to open the 
chariot-door myself, with a view of jumping 
into the street; ])ut he caught hold of me, 
exclaiming, " For heaven's sak'! ·what is the 

matter?" 
" I-I don't know,'-> cried 1, quite out of 

breath; " but I am sure the man goes "'\\ rong; 
and, if you will not speak to him, I am lle
termined l will get out myself., 
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" You amaze me," answered he, still holding 
me: "I cannot imagine what you apprehend. 
Surely you can haye no doubts of my honor !" 

He drew me towards him as he spoke. I was 
frightened dreadfully, and could hardly say,
" ~o, Sir! no,-none at all: only Mrs. Mirvan, 
-1 think she will be uneasy.') 

" Whence this alarm, my dearest angel?
What can you fear?-my life is at your devotion! 
and can you, then, doubt my protection?') 

And so saying he passionate} y kissed my 
l1and. 

Never in my whole life have I been so ter
rified. I broke forcibly from him, and, put
ting my head out of the window, called aloud 
to the man to stop. 'Vhere we then wer6 
I know not; hut I saw not a human being, or 
I should have called for help. 

Sir Clement, with great earnestness, endea
voured to appease and compose me; " If you 
do not · intend to murder me," cried. I, " for 
mercy's-for piLJ's sake, let me get out!, 

" Compose your spirits, my dearest life!" criecl 
he, " and I will do every thing you would 
have me:" and then he called to the man him
self, and hid him make haste to Queen-Ann
street. "This stupid fellow," continued he, 
" has certainly mistaken my orders; but I hope 
you are now fully sati:;ficd.'' 

Hl 
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I made no answer, hut kept my head at tlw 
·w·indow, watching which way he drove, hut 
without any comfort to myself, as I was quite 
unacquainted with either the right or th~ 

wrong. 
Sir Clement now poured forth abundant pro

testations of honol' and assurances of rcpect ; 
intreating my pardon for having offended me, 
~nd b seecl1ing my good opinion: but I was 
quite silent, having too much apprehension to 
make reproaches, and too much anger to speak 
"tYithout. 

In this manner we went-through several streets, 
till at last, to my great terror, he suddenly 
ordered the man to stop, and said, "Miss An
ville, we are now within twenty yards of your 
house ; hut I cannot bear to part with you, till 
you generously forgive me fot· t~1e offence you 
have taken, and promise not to make it known to 
the .1\firvans." 

I hesitated between fear and intlignation. 
" Your reluctance to speak redoubles my con

trition for having d'spleawd you, since it shows 
the reliance I might have on a promise which 
you will not give without consideration." 

" I am very, very much distressed," cried I; 
" you a:sk a promise which you must he sen
sible I ought not to grant and yet dare not 
refuse." 
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" Drive on!" cried he to the coachman;
" Miss Anville I will not compel you; I will 
e act no promise, hut trust 1·rholly to your 
generosity." 

This rather softened me; which advan,tage he 
no sooner perceived, than he determined to 
avail l1imself of; for he flung himself on his 
knees, and pleaded with so much submission, that 
1 was really o})liged to forgive him, because 
his humiliation made me quite ashamed: and 
after that, he would not let me rest till I gave 
him my word that I ·would not complain of ~1im 
to .Mrs. l\1irvan. 

My own folly and pride, which had put me in 
his power, were pleas which I could not hut at
tend to in his favor: however, I shall take very 
particular care never to he again alone with 
him. 

When, at last, we arrived at our house, I was 
so overjoyed, that I should certainlv have par
doned him then, if I had . not before. As he 
handed me up stairs, he scolded his servant 
aloud and very angrily, for having gone so 
much out of the way. Miss Mirvan ran out 
to meet me :-and who should I see behind 
her, but-Lord Orville! 

All my joy now vanished, and gave place to 
shame and confusion; for I could not endm·a 
that he should know how long a time Sir Cle

ll /, 



ment and l had been together, since I was not 
at liberty to assign any reason for it. 

They all expressed great satis£1.ction at seeing 
me, and said they had been extremely uneasy 
and surprised that I was so long coming home, 
as they had heard from Lord Orville that 1 
was not with Madame Duval. Sir Clement, in 
an affected passion, said that his booby of a 
servant had misunderstood his orders, and was 

driving us to the upper end of Piccadilly: for 
my part, I only colored; for though I would 
not forfeit my word, I yet disdained to con
£rm a 'tale in which I had myself no belief. 

Lord On·i1le, with great politeness, congra
tulated me that the troubles of the evening had 
so happi1y ended, and said that he had found 
it impossible to return home before he inquired 

after my sa fcty. 
In a very short time he took leave, and 

Sir Clement followed him. As soon as they 
were gone, Mrs. Mirvan, though with great soft
ness, blamed me for having q nitted Madame 
Duval. I assured h er, and with truth, that for 
the future I would he more prudent. 

The adventures of the evening so much dis
concerted me, that I could not sleep all night, 
I am under the most cruel apprehensions, lest 
Lord Orville should suppose my being on the 
gallery-stairs with Sir Clement was a concerlet 

aJ 
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scheme, and even tlJat our continuing so long 
together in his chariot was '"ith my approba
tion; since J did not Se y a ·word on the snhjcct, 
nor express any dissatisfaction at the coachmat1's. 
pretended blunc er. 

Yet his coming hither to wait our arrival, 
though it seems to imply ,some doubt, shows 
also some anxiety; indeed, Miss ·J\Iirvan says 
that he appeared extremely anxious-nay, uneasy 
aml impatient-for my return; if I did not fear 
to flatter myself, I should think it not impos
sible hut 1 at he had a suspicion of Sir Cle
ment's design, and "as therefore concerned for 
my safety. 

"\Vhat a long letter is this! however, I shall 
not write m:my more from London, for the 
Captain saic this morning that he would lea\'e 
town on Tucs<.lay next. Madame Duval ' ill 
dine here to-d~y, , and then she is to be told 
his intcnlion, 

I am very much amazed that she accepted 
:.Mrs. ~Iirvan '. im-itation, as she was in such ·wrath 
ycster(la). I fear that to-day I shall myself he 
the princi )al o hjcct of her displeasure; hut I 
nurt suD!.Ilit patiently~ for I cannot defend mysdf • 

.Adieu, my dearest Sir !-Shollld this letter be 
productive of any uneasiness t you, more than 
ever shall J repf'nt the heedless imprudence 
~h.icl.L it 1·ccitcs. 

5 
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LETTER XXII 

:E :'"ELINA IN CO •• TINUATIO ... •• 

In~ . 'i\f.m.....-•• - 1 

~m ane d tc 
has mu h ·ur 

I nday orning .. -\.pril 1 • 

'orumunicated to m 
il e. "hid 

and half 

" Thcr' i · noth'no-;l n:' ered he, " whicl 
requires more immediate notice ,than imperti
nence, for it ever i~1croachcs when it is tole
rated". lie then added, that he believed he 

pl 
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ougT1t to apologise for the liberty he had taken 
of interfering; hut that, as he regarded himself 
in the light of a party concerned, from h~rriug 

. bad the honor of dancing with Mis Anville, he 
could not possibly reconcile to himself a patient 
neutrality. 

lie tlwn proceeded to tell her, that he l1ad 
waited upon Mr. Lovel the morning after the 
play; that the visit had proved an amicable 
one, hut the particulars ·were neither entertain
ing nor necessary; he only assur >d her, Miss 
Anville might he perfectly easy; since l\Ir. Lovel 
had engaged hi honor never more to mention, 
or even to bint at, ,vhat had passed at l\Il's. Stan
ley' s assembly. 

:Mrs. l\1irvan expressed her satisfaction at tl1is 
conclusion, and thanked him for his polite atleh
tion to her yotmt; friend. 

" It would be needless," said he, " to re
que l that this affair may n€..v~r tran~11irc, since 
:Mrs. 1\lirvan cannot hut ee the nect;S ·i y of keep
ing it inyiolably secret; but I th•)llght it in
cumbent upon me, as the young lady is under 
your protection, to assure both you and her of 
:Mr. Lovel's future respect." 

Had I known of this visit previous to Lorll 
Orville's making it, 1vhat dr.•adful un<;asincss 
Yould it have cost me! Yet that ht! should .so 

u G 
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much interest himself, in securing me from of'
fence, gives me, I must own, an internal plea
sure, greater than I can express; for I fearen 
he had too contemptuous an opiuion of me to take 
any trouble upon my account: though, after all, 
this interference might rather he to satisfy his 
own delicacy than from thinking well of me. 

But how cool, how quiet is true courage! 
Who, from szeing Lord Orville at the play,. 
·would have imagined his resentment would have 
hazarded his life ! yet his displeasure was evi
dent, Lhough his real bravery and hi~ politeness 
equally guarded him from entering into any 
discussion in our presence. 

1\Iadame Duval, as I expected, was most ter
ribly angry yesterday; sbe scolded me for I 
believe two hours, on account of having left 
her, &md protested she had been so much sur
prised at my goiug, ·without giving her time to 
answer, that she hardly knew whether she was 
awa ·e or asleep; hut she assured me that if 
ever I did so again, she would never more take 
me into public; and she expressed an equal de
gree of displeasure ag~iust Sir Clement, because 
he had not even spoken to her, and because he 
was always of the Captain's side in an argu
ment. The Captain, as bound in honor, warmly 
defended him; and then followed a dispute in 
th0 usual style. 

d 
bt 
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After dinner, Mrs. Mirvan introduced the 
subject of our leaving London. Madame Duval 
said she should stay a month or two longer. 
The Captain told her she was welcome, but 
that he and his family should go into the coun
try on Tuesday morning. 

A most disagreeable scene followed; Ma
dame Duval insisted upon keeping me with her; 
hut J\irs. Mirvan said, that as I was actually 
engaged on a visit to lady Howar·d, who had 
only consented to my leaving her for a few clays, 
she could not think of returning without me. 

P rhaps, if the Captain had not interfered, the 
goodhreeding and mildness of Mrs. l\Iirvan might 
have had some effect upon Madame Duval; but 
l.te passes no opportunity of provoking her, and 
therefore made so mauy gross and rulle speeches, 
all of which she rr.lortcd, that, in conclusion, 
she yowcd she woultl sooner go to law in right 
of her r elationship, than that 1 should be taken 
away from her. 

I heard this account from Mrs. Mirvan, who 
was so kindly considerate as to give me a pretence 
for quitting the room, as soon as this dispute 
began; lest Madame Duval should refer to me, 
and insist on my o})edience. 

Th0 final resu t of the conversation was, that, 
to soften llJattcrs fol' tl e present, 1\iadamc Duval 
sh'ould mak.e one in the party for Ho · ar~ 
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Grove, "hither we are positively to go next 
"\Vednesday; and though we are none of us satis
fied with this plan, we know not how to form a 
better. 

Mrs. l\1irvan is now writing to Lady Howard, 
to excuse bringing this unexpected guest, and to 
prevent the disagreeable surprise which must 
otherwise attend her reception. This dear lady 
seems elernally studying my happiness and ad
vantage. 

To night we go to the Pantheon, which is the 
last diversion we shall partake of in London, fo.L~ 

to-morrow-

This moment,. my dearest Sir, I have received 
your kind letter. 

If you thought us too dissipated the first week, 
I almost fear to know what you will think of 
\lS this second;- however, the Pantheon this 
evening w·n probably he the last public place 
which I shall ever see. 

The assurance of your support and protection, 
in regard to Madame Duval, though what 1 never 
doubted, excites my utmost gratitude : how, in
deed, cherished under your roof, the happy 
object of your constant indulgence, how could 
I have borne to become the slave of her tyrau-

[ 
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nical humors 7 - pardon me, that I speak S() 

l1ardly of her; but, whenever the idea of passing 
my days 1•rith her occurs to me, the comparison 
'' hich naturally follows takes from me all that 
forbearance, "hich, I believe, I owe her. 

You are already displeased with Sir Clement: 
to he sure, then, his behaviour after the opera 
will not make his peace with you. Indeed, the 
more I reflect upon it, the more angry I am. I 
was entirely in his power, and it was cruel in 
him to cause me so much terror. 

Oh, my dearest Sir! were I hut worthy tl1e 
prayers and the wishes you offer for me, the 
utmost ambition of my heart would he fully 
satisfied! hut I greatly fear you will find me, 
no1v that I am out of the reach of yom· assisting 
prudence, more weak and imperfect than you 
could have expected. 

I have not now time to write another wor<l.t 
for I must immediately hasten to dress fo1· the 
Tening. 
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LETTER XXIII. 

li:YELINA L CONTINUATION. 

:Queen-Ann-Streetr Tuesday, April rg. 

THERE is sometl1ing to me half melancholy,. 
in writing an account of our last adventures in 
London) however, as this day is mcrcl~· appro
priated to packing, and preparations for our 
journey, and as I shall shortly have no more 
adventures to rite, I think I m<:!y as well com
plete my town journal at once. And, ,vhen you 
have it all toge her, I hope, my dear Si~·, you 
will send me your observations and tl1oughts upon 
it to IIoward Grove. 

About eight o'clock we went to the Pantheon. 
I was extremely struck with the beauty of the 
building, wh' eh greatly surpassed whate-ver I 
could have expected or imagined. Yet, it has 
more the appearance of a chapel, than of a place 
of diversion ; and, though I was quite charmed 
with the magnificence of the room; I felt that 
I could not be as gay ancl thouo-htl~ss tliere as 
at Rauelagh, for there is something in it which 
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rather inspires a we and solemnity th!.n mirth 
and p1casure: however, perhaps it may only 
have lhis eifect upon such a noYice as ID}Self. 

I should have said, that our party consisted 
only of Captain, 1\-Irs. and Miss Miryan, as Ma
dame Duval spent the day in the city : -which 
I own I could not lament. 

There was a great deal of company ; but the 
first p('rson we saw was Sir Clement Willoughby. 
He addressed us with his usual ease, and joined 
us for the ,, bole evening. I felt myself very 
uneasy in his presence ; for I could not look at 
him, nor hear him speak, without recollecting 
the chariot aJ:vcnture ; but to my great amaze
ment, I observed tl1at he looked at me without 
the least apparent discomposure, though certainl1 
he ought not to think of his behaviour without 
blu~hing. I really wish I had not forgiven him; 
and then he could not have ventured to speak to 
me any more. 

There was an exceeding good concert, hut too 
mueh talking to hear it well. Indeed, I am quite 
astonished to find how little music is attended to 
in silence; for, though every body seems to ad
mire, hardly any body listens. 

We did not see Lord Orville, till we went into 
the tea-room; '' hich is large, l9w, and under 
ground, and s~rvrs merely as a foil to the apart
ments above~ he then sat next to us · he secmell 
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to belong to a large pal'ty, ~ chiefly of ladies; 
hut, among the genllemen attending them, I per
~eived l\lr. Lovel. 

I was extremely irresolute whether or not 
I ought to make any aclno·wledgments to Lord 
On·ille for his generous conduct in securing 
me f1'om the future impertinence of that man; 
and I thought, that as he had seemed io allow 
Mrs. Mirvan to acquaint me, though no one 
else, of the measures which he had taken, he 
might, perhaps, suppose me ungrateful if silent: 
however, I might have spared myself the trouble 
of deliberating, as I never once had the shadow 
of an opportunity of speaking unheard lJy Sir 
Clement; on the contrary, he was so ex
ceedingly officious and forward, that I could 
not say a word to any body, but instantly he 
bent his head forward, with an air of profouncl 
attention, as if I had addressed myself wholly 
to him: and yet I never once looked at him, 
and would not have spoken to him on any 
account. 

Indeed, :Mrs. MirYan herself, though unac
quainted with the behaviour of Sir Clement 
after the opera, says it is not right for a young 
woman to he seen so frequently in public with 
the same gentleman; and, if our stay in town 
was to be lengthened, she would endeavour to 
l'cprescnt .. to the Captain the impropriety of' 
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allo,,·ing his constant attendance ; for Sir Cle
ment, with all his easiness, could not _be so 
Qtcrnally of our parties, if the Captain was less 
fond of his company. 

At the same table with Lord Orville, sat a 
geulkman,-I call him so only because he was 
al the same table,-who, almost from the mo
ment I was seated, fixed his eyes stedfastly on 
my face, and never once removed them to any 
other object during tea-time, notwithstanding 
my dislike of his slaring, must, I am sure, l1aYe 
been very eYident. I was quite surprised that 
a man., "'"'hose boldness was so offensive, could 
have gaineLl admission into a party of which 
Lord On·ille made one ; for I naturally con
cluded him to be some lowhred and uneducated 
man; and I thought my idea '"as indubitably 
conilrmcd, \vhcn I heard him say to Sir Cle
ment Willoughhy, in an audible whisper,-which 
is a mode of speech very distressing and disa
greeable to hptamlers,-" For heayen's sake! 
'Villoughby, who is that lovely creature?, 

But what_ was my amazement, when, listening 
attentively for the answer, though my head was. 
turned another away, I heard Sir Clement say, 
"I am sorry I cannot inform your Lordship, 
hut I am ignorant myself." 

Lord.ship!-how extraordinary! that a noble
man, accustomed, in all probability, to the fit·s 
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rank ol company in the kingdom, from his 
earliest infancy, can possibly be deficient in 
good mann .. rs, however faulty in morals and 
principles ! Even Sir Clement Willoughby ap
peared modest in comparison with this pe).·son. 

During tea, a conversation was commenced 
upon the times, fashions, and public places, in 
which the company of both tables joined. It 
began by Sir Clement's inquiring of Miss Mirvan, 
and of me, if the Pantheon had answered our 
expectations. 

vV e both readily agreed that it had greatly 
exceeded them. 

"Aye, to be sure!" said the Captain," why, you 
don't suppose they'd confess tl1ey didn't like it, 
do you? Whatever's the fashion, they must like 
of course ;-or else, I'd he hound for it, they'd 
own that there never was such a dull place as 
this here invented." 

"And has, then, this building," said Lord 
Orville, "no merit that may serve to lessen 
your censure? Will not your eye, Sir, speak 
something in its favor ?" 

"Eye!" cried the Lord, I don't know his 
name, "and is there any eye here, that can 
find pleasure in looking at dead walls or statues, 
when such heavenly living ohjccts as I now see 
demand all their admiration?" 

"Oh, certainly!" said Lord Orville, "the life-
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less symmetry of architecture, however beautiful 
the design and proportion, no man would be so 
mad as to put in competition with the animated 
charms of nature : hut ''hen, as to-night, the 
eye may he regaled at the same time, and in 
one view, with all the excellence of art and 
all the perfection of nature, I cannot think. that 
either suffer by being seen together." 

"I grant, my Lord," said Sir Clement, "that 
the cool eye of unimpassioned philosophy may 
view both with equal attention, and qual 
safety; but, where the heart is not so well 
guarded, it is apt to interfere, and render, even 
to the eye, all objects but one insipid and unin

teresting.'' 
"Aye, aye!" cried the Captain, "you may 

talk what you will of your eye here and your 
eye there, and, for the matter of that, to he 
sure you have two,-hut we all know they both 
squint one way." 

"Far be it from me,', said Lord Orville, " to 
dispute the magnetic power of beauty, which 
irresistibly dra,•rs and attracts whatever has soul 
and sympathy: and I am happy to acknowledge, 
that, though we have now no gods to occupy 
a mansion professedly built for them, yet we 
have secured their better halves, for we l1ave 
goddesses to whom we all most willingly bow 
do·wn.', 



And then, with a very droll air, l1e made a 
profound reverence to the ladies. 

" They'd need be goddesses, with a ven
geance!" said the Cnptain, " for they're mortal 
dear to look at! howsomever, I should be glad 
to know what you can see, in e'er a face among 
them, that's worth half a guinea for the sight." 

" Half a guinea ! " exclaimed that same Lord, 
'' I would give half I am worth, for a sigbt of 
only one, provided I make my own choice: and, 
prithee, how can money be better employed, than 
in the service of fine women?'' 

H If the ladies of his O"\Vn party can pardon 
the Captain's speech," said Sir Clement, " I 
think he has a fair claim to the forgiveness of 
all.'' 

" Then you depend very much, as I doubt 
not }Jut you may," said Lord Orville, ''upon the 
general sweetnc~s of the sex ;-hut, as to the 
ladies of the Captain's party, they may easily 
pardon, for they cannot be hurt." 

" But they must have a devilish good conceit 
of themselves, though,', said the Captain, " to 
believe all that! howsomever, whether or no, 
I should JJe glad to he told by some of you, 
who seem to he knowing in them things, what 
kind of diversion can be found in such a place 
as this here, for one who has had, long ago, his 
full of face-hunting?, 
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Every 1Jody laughed, hut nobody spoke. 
"Why) look you there now!" continued the 

Captain, "you're all at a dead stand !-not a 
man among you can answer that there question. 
Why, then, I must make hold to conclude, that 
you all come here for no manner of 1mrpose 
hut to stare at one another's pretty faces ;-though, 
for the matter of that, half of'em are plaguy ugly, 
-and, as to t'other half,-I believe it's none of 
God's manufactory.'' 

" What the ladies may come hither for, Sir," 
said Mr. Lovel, stroking his ruffies, and looking 
down, " it :would ill pcf;;ome us to detcrn!ine; 
hut as to 1'\'e men, doubtless we can have no 
other view than to admire them." 

" If I been't mistaken," cried the Captain, look
ing earnestly in his face, " you are that same 
person we saw at Love for Love t' other night, 
becn't you?'' 

:.Mr. Lovel bowed. 
"'Vhy-then, Gentlemen," continued he, wiq1 

a loud laogh, "I must tell you a most excellent 
good joke ;-when all '·as OYer, as sure as you're 
alive, he asked what the play was! Ha, ha, ha!', 

"Sir," said 1\fr. Lovel, coloring, " if you were 
as much used lo a town life as J am,-·which, 
I presume, is not precisely the case,-J fancy 
you would uot find so much dive1·sion from a 
circumstance so common.'' 
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" Common! what, is it common?" repeated 
the Capta:n; "why, then, 'fore George! such chc.tps 
are more fit to be sent to sclwol, and wdl dis
ciplined with a cat o' nine tails, than to poke 
their heat1s into a playhouse. Why, a play is 
the only thing left, no v-u-da)s, that hns a grain 
of sense in it; for as to all the rest of your puhlic 
places, d'ye see ! if they v/ere all put togrthcr, 

, I wouldn't give that for 'em !"-snapping his 
fingers. " And now we're talking of them sort 
of things, there's your operas,-1 should like to 
know, now, what any of you can find to say 

for them." 
Lord Orville, who was most able to have an

swered, seemed by no means to think the Captain 
worthy an argument upon a subject, concerning 
which he had neither knowledge nor feeling: 
but, turning to us, he said, " The ladies are 
silent, and we seem to have engrossed the con
versation to ourselves, in which we are much 
more our own enemies than theirs :"- but, 
addressing himself to Miss Mirvan and me, 
" I am most desirous to hear the opinions of these 
young ladies, to whom all public places must, 
as yet, be new., 

We both, and with eagerness, declared that 
we had received as much, if not more pleasure, 
~t the opera than any where: but we had better 
have been silent; for the Captain, quite displeased, 
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~it1, " What signifies asking them girls 2 Do yuu 
think they know their own minds yet? Ask 'em 
after any thing that's called diversion, and you·r~ 
sure they;ll say it's vastly fine ;-they arc a set 
of parrots, and speak by rote, for they all say 
th<:! same thing: hut ask 'em how thGy like making 
puddings and pies, and I'll warl'ant you'll pose 
'em. As to them operas, I desire I may hear 
uo more of their liking such nonsense ; and fut' 
you, 1\Ioll," to his daughter, a I charge you, <1s 
you value my favor, that you:ll never again ht! 
so impertinent as to have a taste of your Ol\ n 
before my face. There are fools en~ugh in tl1e 
"odd, without your adding to their nurn]lcr. 
rn have no daughter of mine affect them sort of 
megrims. It is a shame they a'n't put down ; 
ancl if I'd my will, there's not a magistrate in 
tltis town, but should be knocked of the head 
for suffering them. If you've a mind to praise 
any thing, why you may praise a play' anu wel
come, for I li.k.e it myself." 

This reproof effectually silenced us both for 
the rest of the evening. Nay, in.deed, for some 
minutes its ·emecl to silence everybody else; till 
1\lr. Lovel, not willing to lose an opportunity of 
returning the Captain's sarcasm, said, "'-"l1y, 
really Sir, it is but natural to be most pleased 
with what is most familiar, and, I think of all 
our diversions, there is not one so much m 
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~ommon between us and the country, as a phy. 
Not a village but bas its barns and comedians; 
and as for the st<1ge busincs.:;, why it may he 
pretty equally done any where; and even in 
r egartl to us and the (·mzaille, confined as we 
all arc within the s ·micircle of a theatre, tl1cre 
is no place "here the distinction is less oh

viol's." 
\\ hile . the Cap1ain Sf>cmed considering for 

1\Jr. Lovcl's meaning, Lord Orvillc, probably with 
a view to prevent his finding it, changed the 
suhjcct to Cox's Museum, and asked ·what he 

thought of it? 
" Tl1ink !"-said he) " why I think as how it 

i'n't worth thinking about; I like no such jerri
cracks: it is only fit, in my rnitHl, for monl~cys; 
though, for aught I know, they too might turn 

up their noses at it." 
" 1\iay we ask your Lordship's own opinion?'' 

said Mrs. }}1irvan. 
" The mechanism," answered he, '' is won-

. clcrfully ingenious: I am sorry it is turned to 
no better account; hut its purport is so t\·ivo
lous, so VCl'Y remote from all aim at instruction 
or utility, that the sight of so .fine a show only 
leaves a r gr~l on the mind, that so much . work, 
and so much ingenuity, should not he hctter 

bestowed." 
" The truth is," said the Captain, " t1 at i 
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ll this huge town, so full as it is of fol1,s of a:I 
orts, then~ i'n't so much as one public place, 

hesidcs the play house, where a man, that's to 
-say, a m·au ·who is a · man, ought not to he 
ashamed to slww his face. T'othcr day they got 
me to a ridouo; hut 1 believe it 1\ ill he long 
enough before th( 'Y get me to anotl1cr. I knew 
no more what to do with myself~ than if my 
. .JJ ip's company had hcen metamorphosed into 
Frenchmen. Tben, again, there's your famous 
Ranelagl1, that you make such a fuss ahout-wl1y 
wl1at a dull place is that !-it's the worst of all.', 

" Rmwlagh dull !" -" Ranebgh dull!" w~ s 
-echoed from mou.th to mouth; and all the laJies, 
as if of one accord, regarded the Captain 1-vith 
looks of the most ironical. contempt. 

" As to Ranelagh," said .Mr. Lovel, a most 
}nduhitahly, though the price is plebeian, it is 
hy no means adapted to the pleb .ian taste. It 
requires a certain acquaintance 1\·ith l1igh life, 
aud-and-antl something of-of- something 
d'un Prai gmU, to be rrally sensihle of its merit. 
Those '' hosc-1vhose conHexions, and so forth, , 
are not among les gens comnte il faut, can feel; 
nothing hut ennui at such a place as Ranelagh., 

" Ranclagh !'' cried J;orcl -, " Oh, 'tis tlie 
diYinrst place .under hcaven,-or _indced,-for 
iHl"ht I inow--" b • 

'' Oh, you crcalurc !"-cried ~ pretty lmt 
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afl'ecteu J oung lady, patting him with her fan, 
" you sha'n't talk so ; I know what you are 
going to say; hut, positively, I wont't sit by you, 

if you're so wicked." 
" And how can one sit by you, and he good?', 

said he, " when only to look at you is enough 
to make one '"·icked-or wish to he so ?" 

" Fie, my Lord!" returned she, " you are 
reaUy insufl'erable. I don't think I shall speak 

to you again these seven years.'' 
"vVl at a metamorphosis," cried Lord Orville, 

" should you ma1..e a patriarch of his Lordship!', 

" Sevt:n years!" said he, " dear 1\ladam ! ])e 

conlentcd with telling me you will not speak to 
me a Jta seven yca1 s, and I ''ill endeavour to 

submit." 
"Oh, vc1·y well! my Lord," answered she,'' pray 

date the end of our speaking to each other as 

early as you please, I'll promise to agree to JOUr 

time." 
'' You know, dear Madam,'' suid he, sipping 

his tea, '' you kno·w I only live in your sight.'' 
" 0 yrs, my Lord! I have long lno'\Vll that. 

But 1 begin to fear we shall he too late fur 

Ranelilgh this evening." 
c 0 no, l\1adam !" said Mr. J;ovel, looking at 

his watch, c: it is hut inst l>::tSl ten." 
" No more F' crieJ she; '' Oh, then, we shall 

t.1o very vdl." 



All the ladies now started up, and declared 
they ha~ no time to lose. 

" Why, what the devil!" cried the Captain, 
lc>aning forward with both his arms on the table, 
" are you going to Ranelagh at this time of 
night?" 

The ladies looked at one another, and smiled. 
" To Ranelagh?" cried Lord -, " Yes, and 

hope you are going too; for we cannol possihly 
excuse these ladies." 

" I go to Ranelagh ?-if I do, fll he--." 
Every body now stood up, and the stranger 

Lord, coming round to me, said, " You. go, I 
hope?" 

" No, my Lord! J believe not." 
" Ob, you cannot-must not be so barbarous.'' 

And he took my hand and ran on, saying such 
fine speeches and compliments, that I might 
almost have supposed myself a goddess, and him 
a pagan, paying me adoration. As soon as I 
possibly could, I drew back my hand; but he 
frf.quently, in the course of conversation, con-

• trived to take it again, though it was extremely 
c.lisagreeable to me; and the more so, as I saw 
that Lord Orville had his eyes fixed upon ~ 
with a gravity of attention that made nl.e uneasy. 

And, surely, my dear Sir! it was a grea 
liberty in "this Lord, notwithstanding his rank, 
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to treat me so freely. As to Sir Clement, hi; . 
~eemed in misery, 

They all endeavoured to prevail -,.vith the 
Captain to join the Ranelagh pnrty ; and this. 
Lord told rue, in a low voice, that it was tau·
ing his heart out to go without me. 

During this conversation, Mr. Lovcl came 
forward, and assuming a look of surprise, made 
me a how, and incrui1•ed how I diJ, protesting, 
upon l1is honor, thal he had not seen me before~ 
or would sooner have paid his respects to me. 

Though his politeness was evitlcnt1y con
J'traiued, yet I ·was very glad to be thus as
sured of haviug nothing more to fear from him. 

The Captai1t, far fl'om listening to their per
suasions of accompanying them to Ranelagh, 
was quite in a passion at the proposal, and 
vowed he woulJ sooner go to the Black lzolc 
in, Calcutta. 

" ll tt," said Lord -, " if the ladies will take 
their tea at Ranelagh, you may depend upon 
our seeing them safe home; fur we sball all 
be proud of the honor of attending them." 

" ·May be so!" said the Captain; " but I'll 
tell you what, if one ' of these places heen't 
enough for them to night, why to-morrow 
they shall go to nc'er a one." 

We instantly declared ourselves very ready. 
to go l10me. 
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u It is not for yourselves that we petition," 
said Lord -, ]Jut for us; if you have any cha
rity, you will not be so cruel as to deny us; 
we only hcg you to prolong our happiness for a 
ft:W miuutes,-the favor is hut a small one for 
you to grant, t.hont;h so great a ·one for us to 
receive." 

" To tell you a piece of my mind," sa id the 
Captain, surlily, "I think you might as ·lvell 
119t give the girls so much of this palav r: they'll 
take it all for gospel. As to Moll, why she's 
\'ell enough.) hut nothing extraordinary, though, 
p 'rhaps, you may persuade her that 'her pug
nose is all the fashion: and as to the other, 
why she's good white and red to be sure; lmt 
what of that ?-I'll warrant she'll moulder a"' ay 
as fast as her neighbours." 

'' Is there," cried Lord -, '' anotber man in 
this place, who, seeing such objects, could make 
uch a speech?" 

" As to that there," returned the Captain, 
" I don't know whether there he or no, and, to 
make frP.e, I don't care; for I sha'n't go for 
to model myself hy any of these fair-weatht.:r 
chaps, who dare not so much as say their souls 
are their own,-and, for aught I know, no 
more they hecn't. I'm almost as much ashamcJ. 
of my counlrJmen, as if I was a FrenclHuau; 

tu.l 1 believe in my heart there i'n't a lin t( 
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choose between them; and, before long, we 
shall hear the very sailors talking that lingo, and .. 
see never a swabber without a bag and a sword.'' 

" He, he, he! -well, 'pon honor!" criecl 
1tfr. Lovel, " you gentlemen of 1he ocean hav~ 

. • most severe way of judging." 
" Severe! 'fore George! that is impossible; 

for, to cut the matter short, the men, as they 
call themselves, are no better than monkeys; 
and as to the women, why, they are mere dolls. 
'o now you've got my opinion of Ll~is subject; 

and so I wish you good night." 
The ladies, who were very impatient to he 

gone, made their curtsies and tripped away, 
followed by all the gentlemen of their party,. 
except the Lord I have hefore mentioned and 
Lord On-ille, who staid to make inquiries of 
1rs. Mirvan concerning our leaving town; and 

1hen saying, with his usual politeness, some
thing ciyil to each of llS, with a very grave 
Ol.ir, he quilted us. 

I. .. ord- remained some minutes longer, wl1ich 
l1e spent in making a profusion of compliments 
to me, by which he prevented my hearing dis
tinctly what Lord Orville said, to my great 
e~ation, especially as he looked~l thought so, 

at least,-as if displeased at his particularity of 
1ehaviour to me. 

ln going to 01n outward room, to wait fot;-
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tlle carriage, J walked, and could not possibly 
a.voi(l it, between this nobleman and Sir Clcmenl 
'Villou~hby; and,. when the servant said the 
coach stopped the way, though the latter of
fered me his hand, which I should much have 
preferred, this san1e Lord, without any cere
numy took mine himself; and Sir Clement, with 
a luok ext1·emely provoked, conducted Mrs. Mir
"l'an . 

J n all ranks and all stations of life, how 
strangely do characters and manners differ! 
Lord Orville, with a politeness which knows no 
intermission and rnnkcs no distinction, is as 
unassuming and modest, as if h~ had never 
mixed with the great, and was tota11y igno
rant of every qualification he possesses; this 
other Lord, though lavish of compliments ar1d 
fine speech4·s, seems to me an entire strange1· 
to re tl g ,odbreeding; wl10evcr strikes his fancy: 
engross ·s bis whole attention; he is forwara 
and bold, has an air of haughtiness towards 
men, and a look of lib..!rtinism towa•·ds women; 
and his conscious quality set ms to have given 
l1im a freedom in his way of spL:aking, to either 
sex, that is very little short of rudeness. 

When we returned home, we were all low
spirited; the evening's entertainment hacl dis
pleased the Captain; and his displeasure, I be
lieve, disconcerted us all. 
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And here I thought to have corrcludeJ my 
letter; hut, to my gren.t sm·1wise, just now we 
had a visit f·om Lord Onille. lie called, he 
said, to pay his respects to us before lve left 
tonrn, and made many inquiries concerning our 
return; and, when )lrs. l\1in:an told him we 
were going into the country without any view 
of again quitting it, he expressed his concern 
in such terms-so polite, so flattering, so serious 
-that I could han.Uy forb~ar being sorry my
self. \V ere I to go immediately to Berry Hill, 
I am sure I should feel nothiug hut joy;
lwt, now we are joined by this Captain and by 
.Madame Duval, I must own J expect very little 
plt:asure at Ho.ward Gro' e. 

Before Lord Onille went, Sir Clement Wil
Joughhy called. IJe was more grave than I lwd 
ever seen him, and made several attempts to 
s,lcak to me in a low voice, and to assure me 
tlwt his regret upon the occasion of our journey 
was entirely upon my account: but J was not 
in spirits, and coulll nut b ear to he tcized by 
him: however, he has so well paid his court 
to Captain Mirvan, that he gave him a very 
hearty invitation to the Groye. At this, he 
hrightened-and, just then, Lord Orville took 
leave. 

No doubt but he was disgusted at this ill
timed, illbred partiality ;-for, surely, it ·wa:;. 
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Trry wrong to make an jnvitation hcfore Lor~l 
On ille, in which he "\\'as not included! I "'as 
so much chagrined, that, as soon as he went, 
I left the room; and 1 shall not go down stai.L·s 
till Sir Clement is gone. 

J,ord Orville cannot but ohserve his assiduous 
endeavours lo ingratiate himself into my favor; 
and does not this extravagant civility of Captain 
]\Iirvan give him r~ason to suppose that it 
meets with our general approbation? I cannot 
think upon this subject VI idwut inexpressible 
uneasiness ;-and yet, I can think of nothing 
else. 

Adieu, my dearest Sir! Pray write to me im
mediately. How many long letters has this one 
short fortnight prod~ceJ! 1\Jore than J muy, 
prohably, ev<'r write again : I fear I shaH have 
tired you wilh reading them; hut you 'vill now 
have time to rest, for I shall find hut little to 

'1Y in future. 
And now, most honored Sir! " ·ith aH the 

follic~ and in perfections '\hi eh I have tlHlS 

faithfully recounted, can you, and with unabalctl 
l.iudness, suffer me to sign lllJSelf. 

Your dutiful 

e~.nd mo t affectionate 

l 
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LETTER XXIV .. 

);IR. VlLLARS TO :EVELlNA. 

Berry Hill, Ap-ril a. 

HOW mRch do I rejoice that I can again 
address my letters to Howard G:rove! My Evc
lina would have grieved, had she known the 
anxiety of my mind during her residence in 
the great world. My apprehensions have been 
inexpressibly alarming; anrl your journal, at 
once exciting anrl relieving my fc 'ars, has alnwst 
wholly occupied me sin-ce the time ofyour dating 
it from London. 

Sir Clement Willoughby must he an artful 
designing man; I am extremely irritated at his 
coiKl uct. The passion he pretends for you has 
neither sincerity nor honor; the manner anu 
the opportunities he has chosen to declare it 
are bordering upon insult. 
' His unworthy JJchaviour, after the opera con

-vinces me, tl1at,- had not your vehemence 
frightened him,-Queen-Ann-street would have 
been the last place whither he would have 
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rdered his chariot. 0 ruy child ! how thankful 
am I for your escape ! I need not now, 1 am · 
ure, enlarge upon your indiscretion and ·want 

of thought, in so hastily trusting yourself with 
a man so little known to you, and whose gaiety 
and lligllliucss should l1ave put you on your 
guard. 

The nohlcman you met at the Pantheon, bold 
and fo1'ward as you describe him to he, gives 
me no apprehension; a man who appears so 
openly licentious, and who makes his attack 
with so little regard to decorum, is one, who, 
to a mind such as my Evelina's, can never be 
seen but with the disgust which his manners 
ought to excite. 

But Sir Clement, though be seeks occasion to 
give real offence,. contrives to avoid all ap
pearance of intentional evil. He is far more 
dangf'rous, because more artful; hut I am 
happy to observe, that he seems to. l1ave made 
no impression upon your heart; and, there
fore, a very little ca-re and prudence may secure 
you from those designs which I fear he has 
formed. 

Lord Orville appears 'o be of a better ordc:n 
of beings. His spirited conduct to the meanly 
impertinent Lovel, and his anxiety for you afte:r 
the opera, prove him to he a man of sense 
and of feeling. Doubtless, he thought ·theri 
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was much reason to trcruhle for your safety, 
while e posed. to the power of Sir Clement; and 
he acted ·with a regard to real lwnor tha 
will alw[lys incline me to think ·well of him, in 
so immediately acquainting the Mirvan family 
·with your situation. l\lany men of this agt', 
from a false and prclended delicacy to a friend, 
1-vould have quietly pursued their own affairs,. 
and thought it more honorable to leave an 
unsuspecting young creature to the mercy of a 
libertine, than to r~sk his displeasure by taking 
measures for her scc.urity. 

Your evident concern, at leaving LonJon, is 
v"ry natural; and yet it_ aillict<; me. I ever 
dreaded your being too much pleased with a 
life of dissipation, which youth and yivacity 
render hut too alluring; and I almost regret 
the consent for your journey, ""hich I had not 
the resolution to ""ithhold. 

Alas, my child! the artlessness of your nature 
and the simplicity of your education alike unfit 
) ou for th~ thorny paths of the great and bnsy 
-world. The supposed obscurity of your birth 
and situation makes you liable to a thousand 
clisagrceahle adventures. Not only my views, but 
my hopes for your future life, have ever cen
tcrcd in the country. Shall I own to you, that, 
however I may differ from Captain Mirvan m. 
ether respects) yet IPY opinion of the town, its • 

ll 
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manners, inkthitant~, and. divrrsions, is much 
upon a level '' ilh his own? Indeed it is the 
~cnnal harhor of ft aud and of folly, of dupli
('i ty and of impertin('nce; and. I w i~h L:w things 
more fcn-ently, than that you may haye taken 
a la ting leave of it. 

Remcmher, however, that I only ~peak in 
regard to a pulllic and di sipated life; in priHtte 
families, we may doubtless find as much good
ncr;s, honesty, and ,irtue, in London as iu the 
country. 

If contented with a retired station, I still 
hope I shall live to see my Evelina the ornament 
of h('r neighbourhood, and ~he pride and delight 
of her family: givir g and receiving joy from 
such society as may hest deserve her affection, 
and employing ltersclf in such useful and inno
cent occupations as may secure and merit the 
tender st love of her friends and the worthiest 
satisfaction of her own heart. 

Such are my hopes, and such have been my 
e. pectations! D' appoint them not, my beloved 
child! but cheer me with a few lines, that may 
rtssure me this one short fortnight, spent in town, 
has not undone the work of seventeen years . 
spent in the country. 

ARTIIUR V lLL.AJtS. 
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LETTER XXV. 

:r-v:ELINA TO THE REV. MR. VILLARS. 

Howard Grove, April 2S. 

NO, my dear Sir, no! tlze worlc of seventePn 

years remains such as it was, ever unworthy 
your time and your labor, hut not more so 
tlow,-at least I hope not,-tl1an })cfore tl1at 
'fortnight wl1ich has so much alarmed you. 

And y.,t, I must confess, that I am not half 
so happy here at present, as I was ere I went 
to town: but the cl1ange is in the place, not in 
me. Captain Mirvan and Madame Duval have 
ruined lloward Grove. The harmony that 
reigned here is disturbed; our schemes are 
breken, our way of life is altered, and our 
comfort is destroyed. But do not suppose London 
to he the source of these evils; for, had our 
excursion been any where else, so rlisagreeable 
an addition to our houscho.ld must have caused 
the same change at our return. 

I was sure you would be displeased with Sir 
Clement Willougbhy, and therefore I am by no 
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neans surprised at what you say of him : lJut for 
l,ord Orvillc-I must own, I had greatly feared 
that my weak and imperfect account wou d not 
have procured him the good opinion which he 
~o well deserves, and which I am delighted to 
fnd you seem to have of him. Oh, Sir! cou1d 
J have done jllstice to the merit of which I be .. 
li~ve him posscssed,-could I have painted him 
1 you such as he appeared to me,-then, indred, 
) ou would have had some idea of the claim 
vhich he has to your approbation! 

After the last letter which I wrote in town,. 
nothing more passed previous to our journey 
hither, except a very violent quarrel b twcen 
Captain Mirvan and Madame Duval. As the 
Captain intended to travel on horseback, he 
l.~ad settled that we four females should make 
use of his coach. Madame Duval did not come 
to Queen-Ann-street till the carriage had 
waited some time at the door; and then, at
tended by Monsieur Du Bois, she made he1 
appearance. 

The Captain, impatient to he gone, would not 
suffer them to enter the house, hut insisted tl1at 
we should immediately get into the coach. We 
oheyed; but were no sooner seated, than MaJame 
Duval said, "Come, Monsieur Du Bois, these girls 
can make very ~ootl room for you; sit closer 
~b.ildren.'' 
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1\Irs. l\Iirvan looked quite confounded, and 
l\1 Du Bois, after making some apologies about 
cro"vding us, actually got into the coach, on the 
side with Miss Mirvan and me. But no soon('r 
was he seated, than the Captain, who had ob
served this transaction -very quietly, walled up to 
the coach door, sa} ing, " \Vhat, neither ,-ith your 
leave, nor by your leave?" 

1 l\1. Du Bois seemed rather shocked, and began 
to make abundance of excuses; but the Captain 
ncithrr understood nor regarde(l him, and, very 
roughly, said, '' Look'ee, Jlfon.,eer, this here may 
be a French fashion, for augl1t I know; -hut 
Give and take is fair in all nations; and so now, 
d'ye, sec I'll make bold to show you an English 
one.'' 

And then, seizing his wrist, be made him jump 
out of the coach. 

M. Du Bois instantly put his hand upon his 
sword, and threatened to resent this indig
nity. The Captain> holding up his stick, bid 
him draw at his peril. Mrs. Mir-van, greatly 
alarmed, got out of the coach, and, standing 
between them, intreateJ her hushand to re
enter the house. 

" None of your clack!" cried he, angrily, 
<' n·hat the devil! do you suppose I can't manage 

Frenchman?" 

l\Ieau time, Madame Duval called out to 
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'M. Du Bois, " Eh, iais,-;t;z-le, mon ami! ne le 
corrige:; pas; c' q,c;t un vilain bae qui n'en vaut pa# 
l:.t peine." 

u Monsieur le Capitaine/' cried 1\1. Du Bois, 
'r voulez-vous bien me demander pardon?" 

" Oh, ho! you demand pardon, Jo you ?" said 
the Captain, " I thought as much ; I thong 1t 
yuu'J come· to;- so you have lost your relish 
fur an English salutation, have you?" strutling up 
to him with looks of dellauce. 

A crowd "\\as now galhcring; and ~'hs. Mir
,·an again besought hrr hu~b· 1d to go into the 
hou:se. 

" Why what a plague is the woman af1 aid 
of? - die you cyer know a Frenchman that 
could not take an affront?- I warrant, JJ-Ionse 1' 

kno·ws what he is about ;-don't you, Monseer ?, 
l\1. Du Bois, not understanding him, only said, 

"plait-il, JWon.~ieur ?" 

" No, nor dish me, neither!" answered the 
Captain; "but he that as it may, what signifies 
our parle) ing here? If you've any thing to pro
pose, speak at once; if not, ·n hy let us g on our 
journey ,vithout more ado.'' 

" Par_bleu, je n'nztends rirm, moi .'" criecl 
M. Du Bois, shrugging his shoulders, and lu king 
vt:ry dismal. 

:Mrs. l\lirvan then advanced to him, anfl sai(l 
i~ French) that she \\as sure tl c Captain ha<. 
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not any intention to affront him, and begged he 
would desist from a dispute which could only he 
productive of mutual misunderstanding, as neither 
of them knew the language of the other. 

This sensible remonstrance had the desired 
effect; and 1\1. Du Bois, making a how to every 
one except the Captain, very wisely gave up the 
point, and took leave. 

We then hoped to proceed quietly on our 
journey; lml the turbulent Captain ·would not 
yet permit us: he approached ·Madame Duval 
with an exulting air, and said, "'\Vhy how'" this, 
Madam? what, has your champion deserted you? 
why I thought you told me, that you old gentle~ 
1-vomen had it all your own way among them 
French sparks 'Jl' 

" As to that, Sir," answered she, " it's not of 
no consequence what you thought ; for a person 
who can behave iu such a low \Yay, may think 
what be pleasrs for me, for I shan't mind." 

"Why, then, Mistress, since you must needs 
make so free," cried he, " please to tell me the 
reason w by you took the liberty for to ask any of 
your fo11o"" ers into my coach, without my leave? 
.Answer me to that.a 

"Why, then, pray, Sir!" returned she, ''tell 
me the reason "by you took the liberty to treat 
the gentleman in such an unpolite way, as to take 
•nd pull him neck. and heels out? I'm sure he 

badn 
else· 
havt 

hn 

hare 
snne. 
muSi i 

see' 

very 

off 



:EV:ELINA.. 2t3 

hadn't done nothing to affront you, nor nobody 
else; and I don't know what great hurl he would 
have done you, by just sitLing still in the coach; 
he would not have eat it." 

" What! do you think, then, that my horses 
have nothing to do, but to carry about your 
snivelling Frenchmen? If you do, 1\Iadam, I 
must make bold to tell you, you are out, for I'll 
see 'em hanged first." 

" 1\.'lore brute you, then ! for they've never 
carried nobody half so good.'' 

" Why, look'ce, Madam, if you must need 
provoke me, I'll tell you a piece of my mind; 
you must know, I can see as far into a millstone 
as another man; and so, if you thought for to 
fobb me off with one of your smirking French 
puppies for a son-in-law, '' hy you'll find yourself 
in a hobhle,-that's all." 

a Sir, you're a-but I won't say what ;-hut, 
I protest, I hadn't no such thoue,ht; no more 
hatln't Monsieur Du Bois." 

" My dear!" said 1\1rs. 1\lirvan, "we shall be 
very late.'' 

" \V ell, well!" answered he, "get away then; 
off with you, as fast as you can ; it's high time. 
As to 1\.f~lly, she's fine lady enough in all con
.s-;:-icnce ; I want none of your French chaps to 
n1ake her worse." 

And so saying, he mounted his horse, and w 

/ 
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drove off. And I could not but think with regrr.t 

of the dilrerent feelings we experienced u11ou 
lc:wing London, to '\hat had belonged to our 
cntt:ring i l ! 

Dnring the journey, 1\-Ia<lamc Du-val was so -very 
violt.;nt against the Captain, that she ohligt d 
Mrs. :Minan to tell her, that, when in bcr Jll'r.

seuce, she must hcg her to choose some other 
subject of discourse. 

"\Ve l1 :H.l a most affcctiouate reception from 

Lady Ilol'l'ard, whose kindness and hospitality 

cannot fail of mal.it1g every body happy who is 

disposed so to he. 
Adieu, my dt:'arest Sir !-1 hope, though I have 

hithl'rlo negiecled to mention it, tlwt you b;we 

alwn)S remembered me to whoever lws matlc t~n • 

nquiry concerning me. 
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LETT Eft XXVI . 

.EVELINA TO TilE REV. MR. VILLARS, 

Hon ad Grove, April 27. 

OH, my dear Sir, I now write in the grratcst 
uneasiness! Madame Duval has made a proposal 
which terrifies me to death, and \\ hich was as 
unexpected as it is shocking. 

Sh~ had heen employed for some hours tl1is 
afternoon in reading letters from London ; and, 
just about tea-time, she sent for me into her 
room, and said, .. with a look of great satisfac
tion, " Come here, child! l've got some very 
good news to tell yon; souwthing ~hat ''ill sur
pri c you, I'll give you my wm·d, for you ha'n't 
no notion of it." ' 

I hcgged her to explain herself; and then, in 
terms \\ ltich I cannot repeat, she said she l1ad 
been considering what a shame it was, to sec me 
such a poor, country, shame-faced thing, when 
J ought to he a fine lady; and that she had long

7 

and upon several occasions, blushed for me, 
though she must own the faull was none ofmine: ~ 
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for notbing better could be expected from a girl 
who had been so immured: however, she as ... 
sured me, she had, at length, hit upon a pla11, 
which would make quite another crealul'e of 

rue. 
I waited without much impatience, to heal' 

what this preface led to; hut I was soon awakened 
to more lively sensations, when she acquainted 
me, that her intention was to prove my birthrigl1t, 
and to claim, by law, the inheritance of my real 

family! 
1L would be impossible for me to express my 

extreme consternation, when she thus unfolded 
licr scheme. My surprise and terror were equally 
.great. I could say nothing; I heard her with 
a silence \vhich I had not the power to break. 

She thtn expatiated very warmly upon the ad
Yantagcs I should reap from her plan ; talked in 
a bjgh style of my future grandeur; assured me 
how heartily I should despise almost every body 
.and every thing 1 had hitherto seen; predicted 
my marrying into some family of the first rank in 
tlH~ kingdom; and, finally, sai(~ I should spend a 
few months in Paris, where my education and 
manners might receive their last polish. 

She enlarged also upon the delight she should 
have, in common with myself, from mortifying 
the pride of certain people, and showing them 
that she was not to he slighted with impunity. 
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In the midst of this discourse, I was relievt~ (l 
hy a summons to tea. :Madame Duval was in 
great spirits; hut my emotion was too painful 
for concealment, and every body inquirul into 
he cause. I would fain haye waved the subject, 

hut Madame Duval ' as determined to make it 
.Public. She told them, that she l1ad it in her 
head to make sometlzing of me, and that tl1ey 
should soon call me by a11other name than that 
of Anville; and yet that she ""as not going to 
l1ave the child married, n ither. 

I could not endure to hear her proceed, and was 
going to leave the room; which when Lady 
Bowarcl perceived, she begged .Madame Duval 
would defer her intelligence to some other opp.or
tunity ; hnt she 'vas so eager to communicate her 
eheme, that she could hear no delay, and there

fore they suffered me to go without opposition. 
Indeed, whenever my situation or aiTairs are 
mentioned by Madame Duval, she speaks of the1u 
with such hluntncss and severity, that I cannot 
he enjoined a ta ·k more cruel than to hear her. 

I was afterwards acquainted with some parti
culars of the conversation by Miss 1\lirvau, who 
told me that Madame Duval informed them of 
her plan with the utmost complacency, and 
seemed to think herself very fol'tunate in having 
suggested it; hut soon after, she accidentally 
lwtrayed that she had been instigated to the 

VOL. I. 
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scheme hy her relations the Branghtons, whose 
letters, which she received to-clay, first mentioned 
the proposal. She declared that she would have 
nothing to do ·with any round-about ways, but 
go openly and instantly to law, in order to prove 
my birth, real name, and title, to the estate of my 

ancestors. 
How impertinent and officious, m these 

Branghtons, to interfere thus in my concerns! 
You can hardly imagine what a disturbance 

this plan has made in the family. The Cap
tain, without inquiring into any particulars of 
the a[air, has peremptorily declared himself 
again5t it, merely because it has been proposed 
hy Madame Duval, ancl they have battled the 
point together with great violence. Mrs. 1\iirvan 
says she will not even think, till she hears 
your opinion:-but Lady Iloward, to my great 
surprise, openly avows her approbation of Ma
dame Duval's intention: however, she will \Hitc 

her reasons and sentiments upon the subject to 

you l1erself. 
As to Miss ~1irvan, she is my second self, and 

neither hopes nor fears but as I do :-and as to 1ne, 

-I know not wlwt to say, nor cven~hat to ·wish; 
1 have often thought my fate peculiarly Cl'lH.:l 

to have but one parent, and from that one to 
be banished for ever ;-while, on the other side, 
1 have hut too well known and felt the pro ... 



rn1.cty of t11e separation: -and yet, you may 
nuch better imagine than r· can express tlse 
· nternal anguish which sometimes oppresses my 
heart, when I rellect upon the strange indif
fereucy that must occasion a father neyer to 
make the least inquiry after the health, the 
'Welfare, or· even the life of his child! 

Oh, Sir! to me the loss is nothin~ !-great-
1y, swe ·tly, nd most benevolently, have you 
.guarded me from feeling it ;-hut for him, I 
£rieve indeed!-I must he divested, not merely 
of all filial piety, hut of all humanity, could 
I ever !hink upon this subject, and not be 
vouudcd to ihe soul. 

Again I must rept~at, I know not what to 
u•ish: think for me, therefore, my clearest Sir! 
and suifer my doubting mind, that knows no1 
which way to direct its hopes, to be guided 
b_y _your wisdom and unerring counsel. 

EVELINA-. 

2 
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LETTER XXVII. 

L.A. DY IIOW AR.D TO TilE REV. MR.. VILLARS. 

Howard Grove. 
JH'A'R srn, 

J CANNOT give a greater proof of the high 
opinion I have of your candnr, than by the 
lib ,rty I am now going to take of presuming 
to offer you advice upon a subject, concerning 
'\ bich you l1ave so just a claim to act fur your
self: hut I h. now you ha-re too uuaifectctl a love 
of justice, to be partially tenacious of your own 
judgment. 

l\.~adan1e Duval has been proposing a scl•eme 
vbich has put us all in commotion; and against 
vl~ich, at flrst, in common \Vjth the rest of my 

f.1mil), I exclaimed; but tlpon more mature con
sideration, I own my objections have almost 
'' ho11y ,·anished. 

This scheme is no other tlum to commence a 
,. la>\ SPit with Sir John llelmont, to prove the 
,·alidi1y of l1is marriage '' ith Miss EvP1yn; the 
nPcesl:iary consequence of ''hi eh proof "ill be 
securing his fortune and c~Late to his daughter. 
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nd wl1y, my dear Sir! should not this be? 
·1 lnow tl1at, upon .first hearing, such a pbn 
conveys ideas tl1at must shock you; but I know, 
too, that your mind is uperior to being go
verned hy prejudices, or to oppo iug any iut
portant cause on account of a few disagreca1Jle 
atlr ndant circumstances. 

Your lovely charge, now first entering into 
life, has merit '' hich ought not to he bul'ied m 
ohscurity. She seems horn for an ornamcu t to 
lhe ·world. .~:·atnre ltas been ]JoutHiful to her of 
whatever she had to hcsto·w; auJ the peculiar 
attention you have giycn to her d.ucation has 
formed her wind to a dcgt·ee of excel ence, that, 
in one so young, I have scarce ever seen equal
led. Fortune, alone, has hitherto been sparing 
of l1t'r gifts; and she, too, now opens the way 
\! hich leads to all that is left to "'ish for her. 

' 'hat your reasons may have been, my good 
Sir! for so carefully concealing the birth, name, 
and pretensions of this amiable girl, and fur bear
ing to make any claim upon .Sir John B lmont, 
I am totally a stranger to; but, without know
ing, I respect them, from the ·high opinion I 
lwve of your cl1aracter and judgment: hut J hope 
Lhey are not in ·uperahle; for 1 cannot 1ml Lhiuk 
that it was neyer designed for one, who srt>ms 
meant to grace th~ ' orlJ, to have her life <.lc-
'Otcd to retirement 
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Surely Sir John Belmont, wretch as he has 
shown himself, could never see his accomplishrtl 
daughter, and not be proud to own her, and 
~ager to secure her the inheritance of his fortune. 
The admiration she met with in town, though 
merely the effect of her external attractions, was 
such that Mrs. 1\1irvan assures me she -1-voultl 
have had the most splendid offers, had there not 
seemed to be some mystery in regard to her 
birth, which, she was well informed, was assi
duously, though -vainly, endeavoured to be dis
covered. 

Can it he right, my dear Sir ! that this pro
mising young creature should Le deprived of 
the fortune and rank of life to which she is 
lawfully entitled, and which you have prepared 
her to support and to use so nobly? To despise 
riches may, indeed, he philosophic; hut to dis
pense them worthily must, surely, be more 
henrficial to mankind. 

Perhaps a few years, or, intleed, a much shorter 
time, may make this scheme impracticable : Sir 
John, though yet young, leads a life too dissi
pated for long duratio~; and, when too late, 
we may regret that something was not sooner 
done; for it will he next to impossih]e, after he 
is gone, to settle or prove any thing with his heirs 
and executors. 

Pardon the earnestness with which I write tny 
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sense of this affair; hut your charming ward has 
made me so warmly her friend, that I cannot 
he indiflercnt upon a subject of such importance 
to her future life. 

Adieu, my dear Sir !-send me speedily an 
answer to this remonstrance, and believe me to 

be, elc. 

.~. 1. How .A.lU). 

I 
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LETTER XXVIII. 

:MR. VILLARS TO ,L..ADY no·w ARD. 

Berry-Hill, May 2. 

YOUR letter, :Madam, has opened a source· 
of anxiety to which I look. forward with dread, 
and which to see closed I scarcely clare expect. 
I am unwining to oppose my opinion to that of 
your Ladyship; nor, indeed} can I, but by argu
ments which, I believe, will rather rank me as 
a hermit, ignorant of the world, and fit only for 
my cell, than as a proper guardian, in an age 
sut h as this, for an accor~1plishcd young woman. 
Yet; thus called upou, it behoves me to explain, 
and endell ·our to vindicate, the reasons by lYhich 
I lwve been hitherto guided. 

The mother of this dear l1ild,-who was led 
to destruction by her own imprudence, the.hard .... 
ness of heart of Madame Duval, and the villan) 
of Sir John Bt>lmont,-was onct', what hrr daugh
ter is now, the hest beloved of my l1rart; and 
her memory, so long as my own holds, I shall 
love, mourn, and honor! On the 1atal day that 



her gentle soul l<'ft its mansion, and not many 
hours Prc shP Cl'asetlto hreathe, I soh~mnly pligl•tt·d 
my faith, Tlwt h r clzild, if it Lived, bhould know 
no fa-t fur but my elf or k r acknowledged has
band. 

You cannot, :Madam, suppose iuat I found 
much difficulty in atlherinrr to this promise, and 
forbearing to make any claim upon Sir Jol1n 
Be!mont. Could 1 fed an affi•ction the most 
paternal for thi. poor sufferer, an<l not abominate 
her tiestroycr? Could I \'\' ish to tlcliver to lzim, 

·ho had so basely betrayed the mother, the 
h lplcss and innocent ol.spt·ing, who, horn in so 
much sorrow, seemed entitled to all the corn
pas ·iunatc tend<'~ncss of pity? 

For many yl'ars, the name alone of thnt man, 
accidentally spoken iu my hearing, almost divr~icd 
me of my christiauity, atlll scarce could I forl>t c.::· 

to eA.ecr-te him. Yet I sought not, neither did 
I desire, to deprive bim of his child ; lwd he, 
"'ilh auy appearance of contrition, or, inde d, 

of humanity, ndeavour._·d to hecome less nn
worLhJ such a hl s'ing;- hnt he is a str~mgcr 

lo all parental fe lings, and has, '' ith a savng 
insensibility, forborn to inquire even into the 
eA.istence of this sweet orphan, tbough the situation 
ofl1is iniurc>d 1'-ife was Lut too ·well known to him. 

You wish to be acquainted with my intcn
\.i.ons. -I must ac1mowledge they were such a .. 

:K 5 
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l now perceive would not he honored with your
IJad) ship's approbation: for though I have some
times thought of presenting Evelina to her father,. 
and demanding the justice which is her due, yet, 
at other times, I have both disdained and fear<.'d 
the application; disdained, lest it should be re
fused,-ancl feared, lest it should he accepted! 

Lady Belmont, who was firmly persuaded of 
her appl'Oaching dissolution, frpquently and ear
nestly besought me, that, if her infant was a 

female, I would not abandon her to the direction 
of a man so wholly unfit to take the charge of 
her education; hut, should she he importunately: 
demanded, that I would retire "ith her abroad, 
and carefully conceal h er from Sir John, till 
some apparent change in his sentiments and 
conduct should announce him less improper for 
such a trust. And often would she say, "Should 
the poor babe hav~ any feelings correspondent 
with its mother,.s, it will have no want while 
under your protection." Alas! she had no sooner· 
quitted it herself, than she was plunged into a 
gulf of misery, that s"'allowed up her peace, 
:reputation, and life. 

During the childhood of Evclina, I suggested 
a thousand plans for the security of her birth
right ;-hut I as oftentimes rljected theru. I was 

1n a perpetual conflict, between the desi1·e tlH1t 
she should ha.ve justice done her, and the a -
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prei1enswn that, while I improved her fortune, 
I should endanger her mind. However, as 
her character began to be formed, and her dis
position to be displayed, my perplexity abated; 
the road before me seemed less thorny andl 
intricate, and I thought I could perceive the 
right path from the wrong: for, when I - ob
served the artless openness, the ingenuous 
simplicity of her nature; when I saw that h r 

guileless and innocent soul fancied all the world 
to be pure and disinterested as h<rself, and 
that her heart was open to every impression· 
with '" hich love, pity, or art, might assail it; 
-then did I flatter mys lf, that to follow my 
own inclination, and to secure her welfare, was 
the same thing; sincP, to expose her to the 
snares and dangers inevitably encircling a houc;e 
of which the master is dissipated and unprin
cipled, without the guidance of a mother, or 
any prudent and sensible fl.!male, seemed to me 
no less than suffering her to stumble into some 
dreadful pit, ~hen the sun was in its meridian. 
l\fy plan, thercforr., was not merely to educate 
and to cherish her as my own, but to adopt 
her the heiress of my small fortune, and to 
bestow her upon some worthy man, with whom 
she might spen~ her day~t in tranquillity, cheer
ful less, and goodhumor; untainted by vice, folly, 
o amh!tion. 



l:VF.LL .... . 

So much for the time past. Such have fJee 
the motives by 1-rhieh I haYe been governed ; 
~nd I hope they will he allowed not mere I y to 
account for, hut also to justify, the conduct 
which has resulted from them. It now remains 
to sp"ak of the time to come. 

Ancl here, indeed, I am sensible of difficulties, 
which I almost depair of snrmounting accord
ing to my wishes. I pay the highest deference 
to your I,ad) ship's opinion, which it is ex
tremely painful to me not to concur with; ypt, 
I am so well acquainted -with your goodness, 
tl1at I p1·csume to hope it would not he abso
lutely impossible for me to olfer such arguments 
as might lead )OU to think ''iLh me, that this 
young creature's cl1ance of happiness sePms less 
douhtful in retirement than it would be in the 
gay and dissipated world: but'' hy should J per
plex your Ladyship "ith reasoning that can turn 
to so li:tle account? for, alas ! "'hat argu
ments, what persuasions can I m a kf' use of, "ith 
any prospect of success, to such a woman as 
Madame Duval? Her character, and the vio-
ence of her .disposition, intimidate me from 

making the attr'mpt: she is too ignorant for 
jnstruclion, too obstinate for intreaty, and too 
weak for reason. · 

I will not, therefore, enter into a contest 
:from which I have nothing to expect but al-
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rcation and imp1 rtinence. As soon would 
J Jiscuss the effect of sonnd ·wiLh the deaf, or 
t.hP. nature of colors with tl1e blind, as aim at 
illtunina 1ing -with com·iction a mind so "' arped 
by prejudice, so much tl1e slave of unruly and 
illil,eral passions. Unused as she i to con troll, 
pe1suasion would but harden, and opposition 
incense her! I yi<•ld, therefore, to the necessity 
which compels my reluctant acquic cence, and 
shall now turn all my thoughts upon consider
ing of such methods for the conducting this 
ent£>rprise, , as may !Jc most conducive to the 
happiness of my child, and least liable to woutlll 
her st~nsibility. 

The laV\suit, therefore, I '"holly and abso
lutely disapprove. 

Will you, my clear Madam, forgive the free· 
dom of an old man, if I own myself greatly 
surprised, that you could, even for a monH nt, 

listen to a plan so violent, so public, so totally 
repugnant to all female delicacy? I am satisfied 
your Ladyship has not weighed this project. 
Tlu're was a time, indeed, when, to a:;scrt the 
innocence of J.a(ly Belmont, to blazon to the 
wot Id the tvrongs. not guilt, by '' hich she 
sn!fercd, J propo~cd-nay, attempted-a simi ar 
plan: hut thell, all assistance and encouragP 1cnt 
was denied. How cruel to the remembrance 
1 bt:ar to her woes, is this ta dy resentment o£ 
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Madame Duval! she was deaf to the voice o£ 
nature, though she has hearkened to that of 
ambition. 

Never can I consent to have this dear aml 
timid girl brought forward to the notice of the 
world by such a method ;-a method, ·which 
will subject her to all the impertinence of cu
riosity, the sneers of conjecture, and the stings 
of ridicule. And for what?-the attainment of 
wealth, which she does not want; and the 
gratification of vanity, which she does not feel. 
-A child to appear against a father !-no, 
:Madam, old and infirm as I am, I 'vould even. 
yet sooner convey her myself to some remote 
part of the world, though I were sure of dying 
in the expedition. 

Far different had been the motives which 
would have stimulated her unhappy mother to 
such a proceeding ; all her felicity in this world 
was irretrieyably lost: her Jife was become a 
burthen to her; and her fair fame, which she 
had early been taught to prize above all other 
things, had received a mortal wound: therefore, 
to clear her own honor, and to secure from 
blemish the birth of her child, was all the good 
which Fortune had reserved herself the power 
of bestowing. But even this last consolation 
was withheld from her! 

Let mildcr mcasw'es be adopted ; and-since· 
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it must be so,-let application be made to Sir 
John Belmont; hut as to a hnvsuit, I hope,. 
tlpon this subject, never more to hear it men
lionE:d. 

'\Vith :Madame Duval, all pleas of delicacy 
would be ineffectual; her scheme must he op
posed by arguments better suited to her un
derstanding : I will not, therefol'e, tall-. of its 
impropriety, but endeavour to prove its iuutility. 
Have the goodness, then, to tell her that her 
own intentions would be frustrated by h "r plan; 
since) should the lawsuit be commenced, and 
~yen should the cause be gained, Sir John 
Belmont would still have it in his power, 

-and, if irritated, no doubt in his inclina
tion- to cut off her grandaughtcr with a shil
ling. 

She cannot do lletter, herself, than to remain 
qaict and inactive in the affair; the long antl 
mutual animosity between her and Sir Joh.Jl 
will make her interference merely productive 
of debates and illwill; neither ,.,-ould I have 
Evelina appear till sum nonecl; and as to 

myself, I must wholly decline acting,- tJwugh 
I will, with unwcaried zeal, devote all my 
thoughts to giving counsel: hat, in truth, I have 
neither inclination nor spirits. adequate to eu
saging personally with this man. 

y opinion is that he 'Ouid pay mo e re~pcc 
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to a letter from your Ladyship, upon this su1J
ject, than from any other person. I therefore 
ad' ise and hope that you 1\ ill yourst>lf take 
the trouble of writing to him, in order to open. 
the affair. 'Vhcn he shall be inc1incd to see 
Evdina, I have for him a posthumous letter, 
whid1 his much-injured Lady left to be }Jre
sented to him, if enr such a meeting should 
tale place. 

The 'iews of the Branghtons, in suggesting 
tl1is scheme, are obYiously interested; they 
hope, by securing to Evelina the furlune of 
her father, to induce l\Iadame Duyal to settle 
her own upon themselves.· In this, however, 
tllf'y would probably be mistaken ; for lillle 
ruinds have ever a propensity to bestow their 
wealth upon those who are already in ailluence; 
and, therefore, the less her grandchild re
quires her assistance, the more gladly she ,.,•i!l 
give it. 

1 have but one thing more to add, from wl1ich, 
howeYer, I can hy no means recede : my word, 
so solemnly given to Lady Belmont, that l1er child 
should nevc•r be O"\'t n ..:d hut with herself, must be 
inviolably adhered to. 

I am, dear Madam, with great respect, 

Your Ladyship's most obedient servant, 

ARTHUR V lLL.4lt!l. 
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LETTER X I 

J,.IR. VILLARS TO :EVELfNA. 

Berry Hill) May .2. 

HOW sincerely do SJ!llp3thi. c in tlt m c•a-
incss and on tl ~1 i h m l1 llov d E\diua. 

lHlS o much rea m Lo £• •l! 'Il c cruel schcJUe 
in agitation is rqually rcpug ant to my judgm ut 
and my inclinat'on,-yct, to oppos it ems iru ... 
practicable. To follow the dictates of my Ol\,·n 

heart, I should. instantly recal you to ruys If, 
and never more consent to yom being St>paratc d 
from me; but the manners and opinion of the 
' -orld demand a different conduct. Hope, how
ever, for the b est; and be satisfied you shall 
meet with no indignity : if you arc not received 
into your own family as you ought to he, and 
v. ith the distinction that is your due, you shall 
leave it for. ever; and, once <~gain restored to 
my protection, 'secure your O\vn tranquillity, and 
make, as ) ou have hith rto done, all the hap1li .. 
ncss of my life ! 



:IVELL .J.. 

LETTER XXX. 

VELINA TO THE R:t:V, MR. VILLARS. 

Howarcl"Grove, May 6. 

THE die is thrown, and I attend the event in 
trembling! Lady Howard has written to Paris, 
and sent her letter to town, to be forwarded in 
the ambassador's packet; and in less than a fort
night, therefore, she expects an answer. Oh, 
Sir, with what anxious impatience shall I wait 
its arrival ! upon it seems to depend the fate 
of my future life! My solicitude is so great, and 
my suspense so painful, that I cannot rest a mo
ment in peace, or turn my thoughts into any 
other channel, 

Deeply interested as I now am in the event, 
most sincerely do I regret tl1at the plan was ever 
proposed : methinks it cannot end to my satis
faction ; for, either I must be torn from the arms 
of my more than father, or I must have the mi
sery of being finally convinced that I am cruelly 
rejected by him who has the natural claim to 
that dear title; a title,-which, to write, mention,_. 
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or think of, fills my whole sonl with filiar ten
(lerness. 

The subject is discussed here eternally. Cap
tain Mirvan and Madame Duval, as usual, quarrel 
whenever it is started: but I am so wholly 
<'ngrossed by my own reflections, that I cannot 
even listen to them. My imagination changes 
tlw scene perpetually: one moment, I am em
llraced by a kind and relenting parent, who 
takes me to that heart from which I have hitherto 
been banished, and supplicates, through me, 
peace and forgiveness from the ashC's of my 
mother !-at another, he regards me with detes
tation, consid .rs me as the living image of an 
injured saint, and repulses me with horror ! -
But I will not affiict you with the melancholy 
phantasms of my brain, I will endeavor to com
pose my mind to a more tranquil state, and for
hear to write again, till I have in some measure 
succeeded. 

May Heaven bless you, my dearest Sir! and 
long, long may it continue you on earth, to 
bless 

Your grateful 

EvELINA! 



:EVELJNA.. 

LETTER. XXXI. 

LADY HOW .ARD TO SIR J'OllN .BEL:;\IO~T, ll.ART. 

.... Sr , 
Howaru Grove, May 5. 

YOU will, douht14' , bP. sur}lris d at r ceiving 
le tt ,r from one wl1o had t r o horL a p(•riou 

tlw honor f your acquaintan c, and that at so 
l'( at a distance of time; hut the motive, which 

has induced me to take this Jib rty, is of so de
licate a nature, that, were I to commence making 
apologit•s for my officiousness, I fear my letter 
'"ould be too long for your pat-icnc . 

You have, probably, already conjectured the 
subject upon which l meant to LI· at: my regard 
for Mr. Evclyn and his amiable daughter was 
well known to JOU ; nor can I ever cease to he 
interested in whatevn belongs to their memory 
or family. 

I must own myself somewhat <.1istrcssed in whut 
manner to introduce the purport of my writing; 
yet, as I think that, i1 affairs of this kind, fra1 k-
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ne -s is the first rcqulSlte to a good understanding 
}Jetween the parties concerned, I wilt neither tor
ment" JOU nor myself with punctilious ccremo
nit•s, hut proc<•ed instantly and openly to the 
business ·wl1ich occasions my giving you this 
trouble. 

I presume, Sir, it 1vonld be suprrlluous to tell 
you, that your child resides still in Dorsetshire, 
and _is still unJer the proLection of the Reveren(l 
Mr. Villars, in whose house she was born; for, 
though no inquiries concerning her have reached 
l1is ears, or mine, I can never suppose it possible 
you have forborne to make them: it only remains, 
therefore, to tell you, that your daughter is now 
grown up; thC\L she has been educated with the 
utmost care and the utmost success; and that she 
is now a most deserving, accomplished, and 
amiable young woman. 

'\Vhatever may he your view for her future 
<1 stination in life, it seems time to declare it. 
She is greatly admired, and, I doubt not, will 
he V( ry much sought after: it is proper, there
fore, that her future expectations, anJ your 
p ea sure concerning her, should he made known. 

Believe me, Sir, she merits your utmost atten
tion and regard. you could not see and know 
h<'r, and remain unmoved by those sensations 
of affection which belong to so near and tender 
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a rel~tionship. She is the lovely resemblance of 
her lovely mother: -pardon, Sir, the liberty I 
take in mentioning that unfortunate lady, but I 
think it behoves me, upon this occasion, to show 
the esteem I felt for he•·; allo\v rue, therefore, to 
say, and be not offended at my freedom, that 
the memory {)f that excellent lady has but too 
loug remained unLler the aspersions of calumny; 
surely it is time .to vinllicate her fame!- and 
how can that be done in a manner more eligiMe, 
more grateful to her friends, or more hono-· 
rahle to yourself, than by openly receiving as 
your child tlze daughter of the late Lady Bel
mont? 

The vcnerallle man, who has had the care of 
her education, deserves your warmest acknow
lcdgtuents, for the unremitting pains he has 
taken and attention he has shown in the dis
charge of his trust. Jndeed, she has been pecu
liarly fortunate in meeting ·with such a friend 
and guardian : a more worthy n1an, or one 
whose character seems nearer to perfection, does 
not exist. 

Permit me to assure you, Sir, slu~ will amply 
repay whatever regard and favor you may here
.after show her, by tl1e comfort and happines 
you cannot fail to find in her affection aud duty 
'l'o be owned properly by :rou is the first wish 
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· of her heart; and I am sure that to merit 
your approbation will be the first study of her 
life. 

I fear that you will think this address imperti
nent ; but I must rest upon the goodness of my 
· ntention to plead my excuse. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

1\-f. llow ABD. 

t.ND OJ' TUE FIP.ST TOT.U.YJo':. 
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