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To 

OH author of my being !-far more dear 
To me than light, than nouri!hment, or reA, 

Hygieia's bleffings, Rapture's burning tear, 
Or the life blood that mantles in t•y breafl: ! 

If in my heart the love of Virtue glows, 
'Twas planted there by an unerring rule; 

From thy example the pure flame arofe, 
Thy life, my precept-thy good works, my fchoo]. 

Could my weak pow'rs thy num'rous vhtues trace, 
By filial love each fear fuould be reprefs'd; 

'l'he blufh of Incapacity I'd chace, 
And ftand, recorder of thy worth, confefs'd: 

But fince my niggard ftars that gift refufe, 
Concealment is the only boon I claim ; 

Obfcure be frill th' unf uccefsful M ufe, 

Who canaot raife, but would not fink, your fame 

OhJ 



( IV ) 

Oh r of my life at once the fource and' jOy t· 
If e'er thy eyes thefe feeble lines furvey, 

Let not their folly their intent defrroy; 
Ac~ept the tribute-but forget the lax. 

TQ 
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0 F T H I! 

•. J.ONTHL.Y and CRITICA~ 
RE VIEWS. 

GENTLEMEN, 

T. H E liberty w hi eh I take in 
addreffing to Y 6u the trifling 

produCl:ion of a few idle hours, wilJ, 
doubtlefs, move your wonder, and., 
probably, your contempt. I will not, 
-however, with the futility of apologies, 
intrude upon your time, but huefly 
ackno\vledge the motives of my teme-

V o L. I. a ri ty : 
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rity : leit, by a l?remature exer~ife of 
that patience whtch I hope w1l1 be
friend me, I ihould ldfen its benevo
lence, and be myfelf acceffary to my 
own condemnation. 

Without name, without recommen-
dation, and unknown alike to fuccefs 
and difgrace, to whom can I fo properly 
apply for patronage, as to thofe who 
publicly profefs themfelves InfpeCtors of 
all literary performances? 

The extenfive plan of your critical 
obfervations,-which, not confined to 
works of utility or ingenuity, is equally 
open to thofe of frivolous amufement,
and yet worfe than frivolous dullnefs,
encourages me to feek for your protec
tion, fince,-perhaps for my fins !-it 
entit es me to your annotations. To 
refent, therefore, this offering, how
ever infignificant, would ill become the 
univerfality of your undertaking, though 

ot to defpife it may, alas ! be out of 
your power. 
~he language of adulation, and the 

incenfe of flattery, though the natural 
inheritance, and confi:ant refource, from 

time 
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tin1e immemorial, of the Dedicator, to 
n1e offer notliihg but the \viftful regliet 
that I dare not invoke their aid. Sinif
ter views \vould be imputed to all I 
could fay; fince, thus fituated, to ex-
ol your judgtnent, would feetn the ef• 

feel: of art, and to celebrate your inl
partiality, be attributed to fufpeCting 
it. 

As Magifirates of the prefs, and Cen
{ors for the Public,-to which you are 
bound by the facred ties of jntegrity to 
exert the moft fpirited impartiality, an 
to which your fuffrages {hould carry the 
marks of pure, dauntlefs, irrefragable 
truth-to appeal for your M E RC Y, 
were to folicit your difhonour ; and 
therefore,-tliough 'tis f\veeter than 
trankincenfe, ~more grateful to the 
fenfes than a11 the odorous perfumes of 
Arabia, -and though 

Jt droppeth like the gentle rain from heaven 
Upon the place beneath,--

court it not ! to your j ufi:ice alone 
am entitled, and by that I muft abide. 
Your engagements are not to the fup-

a 2 plicating 
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plicating author, but to the candid 
public, which will not fail to crave 

The penalty and forfeit of your bond. 

No hackneyed writer, inured to 
abufe, and callous to criticifm, here 
braves your feverity ;-neither does a 
half-fi:arv' d garretteer, 

Oblig'd by hunger,-and requeft of friends,- · 

implore your lenity : your examination 
will be alike unbiaffed by partiality and 
prejudice :-no refraCtory murmuring 
will follow your cenfure, no private 
interefi: be gratified by your praife. 

Let not the anxious folicitude with 
;w·hich I recommend myfelf to your no• 
ice, expofe n1e to your derifion. Re

member, Gentlemen, you were all 
"young writers once, and the moft ex
perienced veteran of your corps, may, 
by recolleCting his firfi publication,· re
novate his firft terrors, and learn to al
low for mine. For, though Courage is 
one of the noblefi: virtues of this nether 
fphere, and, though fcarcely n1ore re
quifite in the field of battle, to guard 

6 ilie 
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the fighting hero from difgrace, than 
in the private commerce of the world,. 
to ward off that littlenefs of foul which 
leads, by fieps imperceptible, to all the 
bafe train of the inferior paffions, and 
by which the too timid mind is be
trayed into a fervility derogatory to the 
dignity of human nature ;-yet is it a 
virtue of no neceffi ty in a fi tuation fuch 
as mine; a fituation which removes, 
even from cowardice itfelf, the fiing of 
ignon1iny;-forfurely that Courage may 
eafily be difpenfed with, which would 
rather raife difguft than admiration! 
Indeed, it is the pe.culiar privilege of 
an author, to rob terror of contempt, 
and pufilla.nimity ofseproach. 

Here let 1ne re)l,-and fnatch myfelf, 
while yet I am able, from the fafcina
tion of EGoTISM,-a monfter who has 
1nore votaries than ever did hotnage to 

the moft popular deity of a~tiquity; 
and whofe fin gular quality is, that while 
he excites a blind and involuntary ado
ration in almoft every individual, his 

re· influence is univerfally difal1owed, his 
power univerfally contemned, and his 

a 3 vvorf.hip, 
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wodhip, even by his followers, never 
mentioned but with abhorrence. 

In addreffing you jointly, I mean but 
to mark the generous fentiments by 
"\vhich liberal criticifm, to the utter 
annihilation of envy, jea]oufy, and all 
ielfiG1 vie'vvs, ought to be diftinguifhed~ 

have the honour to be, 

GENTLEMEN, 

Your mofl: obedient 

humble fervant,. 

PR E-
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p R E F A c E.· 

J N the republic of letters, there is 110 member 
of fuch inferior ra11k, or who is fo much dif

dained by bis brethren of the quill, as the humb!e 
Noruelift : nor is his fate lefs hard in the world 
at large,jince, among the whole clafs of writers, 
perhaps not one can be named of wh;ch the 
·votaries are more numerous but lefs refpeft
able. 

Yet, while in the annals of thofe few of our 
predece.f!ors, to whom this fpecies of writing zs 
indebted for being favedfrom contempt, and re}: 
cued from depravity, we can trace fucb names as 
Rouf!eau, 'johnfon~ * JV[arivaux, Fielding, Ri-

• However fuperior the capacit1es in which thde 
great writers deferve to be confidered, they mufl: par-
don me that, for the dignity of my fubject, I here 
rank the authors of Raffelas and Elol.fe as N ovelifi:s~ 

chardfon, 
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chardfon, (Jnd Smollet, no man need blujh at · 
ftarting from the fame poft, though many, nay, 
mo.ft men, may jigh at finding themftlves di-
ftancetl. 

:the following letters are prefented to tbe 
public-for fuch, by novel writers, novel rea
ders will be called, -with a very jingular mix
ture of timidity and confidence, refulting from 
the peculiar jituation of tht editor ; who, though 
trembling for their fuccefs from a confcioufneft 
of their imperfe!tions, yet fears not being in
volved in their difgrace, while happily wrapped 
up in a mantle of impenetrable obfcurity. 

:to draw charatlers from nature, though not 
from life, and to mark the manners of the timeJ., 
is the attempted plan of the following letters. 
For this purpoft, a young female, educated in 
the mo.ft fecluded retirement, makes, at the age 
of ftventeen, her fir.ft app~arance upon the great 
and bufy .ftage of life ; with a virtuous mind, 
a cultivated under.ftanding, and a feeling heart, 
her ignorance of the forms, and inexperience in 
thq manners, of the world, occafion all the little 
incidents which theft volume,; record, and which 
form the natural progrejjion of the life of a 
young woman of obfcure birth, but confpicuous 
beauty, for the firfl fix months after her En
trance into the world. 

f!erh~ps were it poj}ible to eJ!efl the total 
extzrpatton of uo7.Jels') our young ladies in gene

ral 
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ral, and boarding-fchool damfels in particular., 
might profit from their annihilation: but jince 
the dijlemper they have jj>read feems incurable, 
jince their contagion bids defiance to the medicine 
of advice or reprehenjion, and jince they are 
found to balfie all the mental art of phyjic, fave 
what is prefcribed by the flow regimen of '.J'ime, 
a11d bitter diet of Experience, furely all attempts 
to contribute to the number of thofe which may 
be read, if not with advantage, at lePJl without 
injury, ought rather to be encouraged than con
temned. 

Let me, therefore, prepare for difappointment 
thofe who, in the perufal of theft jheets, enter
tain the gentle expectation of being tranJPorted 
to the fantajlic regions if Romance, where .f'iltion 
is coloured by aft the gay tints of luxurious Ima
giuatiu1t, where Reafon is an outcafl, and where 
the fublimity of the Marvellous, rejects all aid 
from fober Probability. '.J'he heroine of theft 
memoirs, young, artlefs, and inexperienced, is 

No faultlefs Moniler, that the world ne'er faw, 

but the offspring of Nature, tJnd of Nature ilt 
herjimplefl attire. 

In all the Arts, the value of copies can only 
be proportioned to the fcarcenefs of originals : 
tJmong fculptors and painters, a fine flatue, or ·a 
beautiful pifture, of fome great mafler, may de-
fer·vedly employ the imitative talents of )'Ounger 
l:itd inferior artifts, that their app1·opri<?,tion to 

()IJ~ 
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one jj>ot, may not wholly prevent the more g~· 
neral expan.fion of their excellence; but, among 
authors, the reverfe is the cafe,jince the noblefl 
produBions of literature, are almofl equally at· 
tainable with the meaneft. In books, therefore, 
imitation cannot be jhunned too feduloujly ; for 
the very perfeClion of a model wbich is frequent
ly feen, Jerves but more forcibly to mark the in
feriority of a copy. 

'l'o avoid what is common, without adopting 
what is unnatural, mu.ft limit the ambition of 
the vulgar herd of authors : however zealous, 
therefore, my veneration of the great writers I 
have mentioned, hewever I may feel myfelf en
lightened by the knowledge of Johnfon, charmed 
with the eloquence of Rouffeau, foften.ed by the 
pathetic powers of Richardfon, and exhilarated 
by the wit of Fieldi11g, and humour of Smollet ; 
I yet prefume not to attempt purfuing the 
fame ground whicb they have tracked; 'lvhenpe, 
though they may have cleared the weeds, theJ 
have alfo culled the flowers, and though they 
have rendered the path plain, tbey have left it 
barren. 

9:he candour of my readers, I have not the 
impertinence to doubt, and to their indulgence, 
I am je1Jjible I have no claitn : I ha·ve, there
fore, only to entreat, that my own words may 
not pronou-;ue ·my condemnation, and that what 
~have here ventured to Jay in regard to imita
tton, may be underflood, as it is meant, in age-

1teral 
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1teral fenfe, and not be imputed to an opinion of 
' my own originality, which I have not the vanity, 

the folly, or the blindnefs, to entertain. 
Whatever may be the fate of theft letters, 

the editor is (atisfied they will meet with juf
tice ; and commits them to the prefs, though 
hopelifs of fame, )Ct not regardlefs of cen
fure. 

E VEL IN A. 





E V E L I N A. 

IN A SERIES OF LETTERS. 

LETTER I. 

Lady Howard to the Rev. Mr. Villars. 

Howard Grove, Kent. 

C A N any thing, my good Sir, be 
m-ore painful to a friendly mind, than 
a neceffity of communicating difa

greeable intelligence ? Indeed, it is fame
times difficult to determine, whether the 
relator or the receiver of evil tidings is moft 
to be pi tied. 

I have juft had a letter from Madame 
Duval ; fhe is totally at a lofs in what 
manner to behave ; fhe feems defirous to 
repair the wrongs fhe has done, yet willies 
the world to believe her blamelefs. She 

VOL. I. · B · would 
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would fain caft upon another the odium of 
thofe n1isfortunes for which fhe alone is 
anfwerable. Her letter is violent, fame
times abufive, and that of you !-")1

0U, to 
whom fhe is under obligations which are 
greater even than her faults, but to whofe 
advice ihe wickedly imputes all the fuffer
ings of her much-injured daughter, the 
late Lady Behnont. 'fhe chief purport of 
her writing I will acquaint you with ; the 
letter itfelf is not worthy ·your notice. 

She tells me that fhe has, for many years 
pail:, been in continual expetl:ation of mak
ing a journey to England, which prevented 
her writing for information concerning this 
melancholy fu~jeet, by giving her hopes of 
n1aking perfonal enquiries ; but family oc
currences have frill detained her in France, 
which country fue now fees no profpetl: of 
quitting. She has, therefore, lately ufed 
her utmoft endeavours to obtain a faithful 
account of whatever related to her ill-ad
'vifed daughter; the refu]t of which giv
ing her fame reafon to apprehend that, 
upon her death-bed, fhe bequeathed an 
infant orphan to the world, fhe mofr gra
cioufly fays that if you, with whom jhe un
derftands the child is placed, will procure 
authentic proofs of its relationihip to her, 
you may fend it to Paris, where fhe will 
properly provide for it. 

This 
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Ot This woman is, undoubtedly, at length:. 

11 felf-conviB:ed of her moft unnatural beha .. 
nt· viour: it is evident, from her writing, tha 

Jhe is frill as vulgar and illiterate as when 
ar

1 her firft hufband, Mr. Evelyn, had the 
~:~ weaknefs to marry her ; nor does fue at all 
!e· apologife for addreffing herfelfto me, though 
r:: I was only once in her company. 

Her letter has excited in my daughter 
Mirvan, a ftrong defire to be informed of 
the motives which induced Madame Du
val to abandon the unfortunate Lady Bel
mont, at a time when a mother's protection 
was peculiarly necelfary for her peace and 
her reputation. Notwithftanding I was 

m perfonally acquainted with all the par
«· ties concerned in that affair, the fubjett al

ways appeared of too delicate a nature to 
be fpoken of with the principals ; I cannot, 
therefore, fatisfy M~s. Mirvan otherwife 
than by applying to you. 

By faying that you may fend the child,· 
Madame Duval aims at conferring, where 
ihe moft owes obligation. I pretend not to 
give you advice; you, to whofe generous 
protection this helplefs orphan is indebted 
for every thing, are the beft and only judge 
of what !he ought to do; but I an1 much 

nr concerned at the trouble and uneafinefs 
~. which this unworthy woman rnay ~ccafion 

you. 
r· B 2 My 
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My daughter and my grandc~ild join 
with me in defirina to be moft kmdly re
n1embered to the a~iable girl; and th~y bid 
me remind you, that the annual v1fit to 
I-Ioward Grove, which we were formerly 
promifed, has been difcontinued for n1ore 
than four years. I am, dear Sir, 

with great regard, 
Your moft obedient friend and fervant, 

M. !-low ARD. 

LE T T ER II. 

Mr. Villars to Lady Howard. 

Berry Hill, Dorfetihire. 

YOUR Ladyfi1ip did but too well fore
fee the perplexity and uneafinefs of 

which Madame Duval's letter has been 
produCtiv~. However, I ought rather to 
be thanktul that I have fo many years re
mained unmolefi:ed, than repine at my 
prefent embarraifment; fince it proves, at 
}eaft, that this wretched woman is at length 
awakened to remorfe. 

In regard to my anfwer, I muft humbly 
requeft your Ladyfhip to write to this ef
feCt: " That I would not, upon any ac
cotmt, intentionally offend Madame Duval, 

but 



E V E L I N A. 5 
but that I have weighty, nay unanfwerable 
reafons for detaining her grand-daughter at 
prefent in England; the principal of which 
is, that it was the earneft defire of one to 
whofe Will fhe owes implicit duty. l\1a-

. dame Duval may be affured that fhe n1eeu 
with the utmoft attention and tendernefs ; 
that her education, however fhort of my 
wiihes, almoft exceeds tny abilities ; and 
I flatter myfelf, when the time arrives 
that ihe ihall pay her duty to her grand
mother, l\1adame Duval will find no reafon 
to be diffatisfied with what has been don~ 
for her." 

Your Ladylliip will not, I am fure, be 
furprifed at this anfwer. Madame Duval 
is by no means a proper companion or 
guardian for a young woman : ihe is at 
once uneducated and unprincipled; ungen
tle in her temper, and unamiable in her 
n1anners. I have long known that .fhe has 
perfuaded herfelf to harbour an avedion for 
me-Unhappy woman! I can only regard 
her as an objeCt of pity ! 

I dare not hefitate at a requeft from 
Mrs. l\1irvan, yet, in complying with it, 
l fhall, for her own fake, e as concife 
as I poffi bly can ; fince the cruel tranfac
tions which preceded the binh of my ward-, 
can afiord no entertainment to a mind fo 
humane as her's. 

B 3 Your: 
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Your Ladyfhip may probably have 
heard, that I had the honour to accompa
.ny Mr. Evelyn, the grandfather of my 

Youno- charae, when upon his travels, in 
b b . h 

the capacity of a tutor. H1s un appy 
marriage, imtnediately upon his return to 
England, with Madame Du val, then a 
~aiting-girl at a tavern, contrary to the 

;1dvice and entreaties of all his friends, 
'-mong whom I was myfelf the moft ur
gent, induced him to abandon his native 
land, and fix his abode in France. Thi· 
ther he was followed by 01ame and repent
ance; feelings which his heart was not 
framed to fupport : for, notwithftanding 
he had been too weak to refift the allure
ments of beauty, which nature, though a 
niggard to her of every other boon, had 
with a laviih hand beftowed on his wife~ 
yet he was a young man of excellent cha
raCter, and, till thus unaccountably infa
tuated, of unblemiihed conduCt. He fur
vived this ill-judged marriage but two 
years. Upon his death-bed, with an un
iteady hand, he wrote me the followinO' 0 

note: 
. " My friend! forget your refentment, 
tn favour of your humanity ·-a father 
trembling for the welfare of his child: 
bequeaths her to your care.-0 Villars ! 
hear ' pity ! and relieve n1e ! , 

H~d 
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Had n1y circumflances permitted me, I 

ihould have anfwered thefe words by an 
immediate journey to Paris; but I was 
obliged to act by the agency of a friend, 
who was upon the il1ot, and preient at the 
opening of the will. . 

.l.Y1r. Evelyn left to me a legacy of a 
thoufand pounds, and the fole guardianlhip 
of his daughter's perfon till her eighteenth 
year, conjuring me, in the moft affeCting 
terms, to take t be charge of her education 
till fhe was able to act with propriety for 
herfelf; but in regard to fortune, he left 
her wholly dependent on her mother, to 
whofe tenderneis he earneftly recommended 
her. 

Thus, though he would not, to a woman 
low-bred and illiberal as Mrs. Evelyn, truft 
the conduCt and morals of his daughter, he 
neverthelefs thought proper to fecure to 
her the refpeEt: and duty which, from her 
own child, were certainly her due; but, 
unhappily, it never occurred to him that 
the mother, on her part, could fail in af-· 
fetl:ion or juftice. 

Mifs Evelyn, Madam, fr01n the fecond 
to the eighteenth year of her life, was 
brought up under my care, and, except 
when at fchool, tmder my roof. I need 
not fpeak to your Ladyfhip of the virtues 
of that excellent young creature. ' She 

B 4 loved 
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loved ~e as her father; nor was Mrs. Vil
lars lefs valued by her; while to me ihe 
became fo dear, that her lofs was little leis 
affiiB:ing than that which I have fince fuf
tained of Mrs. Villars herfelf. 

At that p,eriod of her life we parted; her 
mother, then married to Monfieur Duval, 
fent for her to Paris. How often have I 
fince regretted that I did not accompany 
her thither !· proteCted and fu pported by 
tne, the mifery and difgrace which awaited 
her, might, perhaps, have been avoided. 
)ut-to be brief, Madame Duval, at the 

initigation of her hufuand, earneftly, or 
rather tyrannically, endeavoured to effeCt a 
union between Mifs Evelyn and one of his 
nephews. And, when !he found her power 
inadequate to her attempt, enraged at her 
non-compliance, fue treated her with the 
groucH: unkindnefs, and threatened her with 
poverty and ruin. 

l\1ifs Evelyn, to whom wrath and vio
lence had hitherto been ftrangers, foon grew 
weary of fuch ufage; and rafhly, and with
otit a witnefs, confented to a private mar
ri~1ge with Sir John Beln1ont, a very pro
f\Jgate young man, who had but too fuc~. 
<:efsfully found means to infinuate himfelf 
into her favour. He promifed to conduCt 
l.er to England-he did.--0, Madam, 
you know the reft ! - J)ifappointed of the 

fortune 
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for.tune he expected, by the inexorable ran .. · 
cour of the Duvals, he infamoufly burnt 
the certificate of their marriage, and denied 
that they had ever been united ! 

She flew to me for protection. With 
what mixed tranfports of j,oy and anguifh 
did I again fee her! By my advice fhe 
endeavoured to procure proofs of her mar
riage ;-but in vain ; her credulity had 
been no match for his art. 

Every body believed her innocent, from 
the guiltlefs tenor of her unfpotted youth, 
and·from the known libertinifm of her bar
barous betrayer . . Yet her fufferings were. 
too acute for her tender frame, and the 
fame moment that gave birth to her infant, 
put an end at once to the farrows and the 
life ·of its mother. 

The rage of Madame Duval at her 
elopement, abated not while this injured 
victim of cruelty yet drew -breath. She 
probably intended, in time, to have par
doned her, but time was not allowed. 
When fhe was informed of her death, I 
have been told, that the agonies of grief 
and remorfe, \Vith which fhe was feized, . 
occafioned her a ievere fit of illnefs. But, 
fr.om the time of her recovery to the date 
of her letter to your Ladyfhip, I had ne
ver heard that ihe manifefted any defire to, 
be made acquainted with the circumftances. 

B 5 ~ which. 
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which attended the death of Lady Belmont, 
and the birth of her helplefs child. . 

That child, Madam, fuall never, whtle 
life is lent me, know the lofs ihe has fuf
tained. I have cheriihed, fuccoured, and 
fupported her, frorr1 her earliefr infancy to 
her fixteenth year ; and fo amply has fhe 
repaid my care and affetl:ion, that my fondeft 
wifu is nowcircumfcribed by the defire ofbe
ftowing her on one who may be fenfible of 
her worth, and then finking to eternal reft 
in her arms. 

Thus it has happened that the education 
of the father, daughter, and grand-daughter, 
has devolved on me. What infinite mifery 
have the two firft caufed me ! Should the 
fate of the dear furvivor be equally ad
verfe, how wretched will be the end of my 
cares-the end of my days ! . 

Even had Madame Duval merited the 
charge ihe claims, I fear my fortitude would 
have been unequal to fuch a parting; but, 
being fuch as ihe is, not only my affeCtion, 
but my humanity recoils, at the barbarous 
idea of deferting the facred truft repofed in 
me. Indeed, I could but ill fupport her 
former yearly vifits to the refpeB:able man
fion at Howard Grove ; pardon me, dear 
Madam, and do not think me infenfible of 
the honour which your Ladyihip's conde
fcenfioo confers upon us both; but fo dee_p 

lS 
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is the impreffion which the misfortunes of 
her mother have made on my heart, that !he 
does not, even for a moment, quit my fight, 
without e~citing apprehenfions · and terrors 
which almoft overpower me. Such, Ma
dam, is my tendernefs, and fuch my weak
nefs !-But fhe is the only tie I have upon 
earth, and I truft to your Lady!hip's good
nef~ not to judge of my_ feelings with fe- . 
venty. 

I beg leave to prefent my humble refpeets 
to Mrs. and Mifs Mirvan ; .and have the 
honour to be, 

Madam, 
Your Ladyfhip's moft obedient 

and moft humble fervant, 
AR THUR V ILLARS.' 

L ET T ER Ill. 

[Written fome months after the laft.] 

Lady l!.oward to the Rev. Mr. Yillars. 

Howard Grove, March 8. 

Dear and Rev. Sir, 

Y 0 U R ]aft letter gave me infinite plea.: 
fure : after fo long and tedious an ill

B 6 nefs, 



12 E V E L I N A. 

'nefs, how grateful to yourfelf and to yom~ 
friends muft be_ your returning he~ltl-~ 1. You 
have the hearty willies of every wd1v1dual 
of this place for its continuance and in-
creafe. 

Will you not think I take advantage o£ 
ycur acknowledged recovery, if I once more 
venture to mention your pupil and Howard 
.Grove together ? Yet you muft remernber 
the patience with which we fubmitted to 
your defne of not parting with her during 
the bad ftate of your health, though it was 
. with much reluctance we forbore to folicit 
her company. rv1y grand-daughter, in par
ticular, has [duce been able to reprefs her 
eagernefs to again meet the friend of her 
infancy; and for my own part, it is very 
Jtrongly my wifu to manifeft the regard 
I had for the unfortunate Lady Bel
mont, by proving ferviceable to her child; 
which feems to n1e the beft refpeEt that can 
be paid to her memory. Permit me, there
fore, to lay before you a plan which Mrs. 
Mirvan and I have formed, in confequence 
of your reftoration to health . 

. I would not frighten you ;-b~1t do you 
thmk you could bear to ·part with your 
young companion for two or thrae months? 
~r.s. Mjrvan propofes to fpend the enfuing 
lprmg xn London, whither for the firft 
. ' ume, my grandchild will accompany her: 

Now 
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Now, my good friend, it is very earneftly 
their wifh to enlarge and enliven their party 
by the addition of your amiable ward, who 
would fhare~ equally with l1er own daughter, 
the care and attention of Mrs. Mirvan. Do 
not ftart at this propofal ; it is time that fhe 
fhould fee fomething of the world.. When 
young people are too rigidly fequeftered frorn 
it, their lively and romantic imaginations 

. paint it to them as a paradife of which they 
have been beguiled; but when they are 
ihown it properly, and in due time, they fee 
it fuch as it really is, equally ihared by pain 
and pleafure, hope and difappointmenc. 

You have nothing to apprehend from her 
meeting with Sir John Belmont, as that 
abandoned man is now abroad, and not ex
peCted home this year. 

Well, my good Sir, what fay you to our 
fcheme ? I hope it will meet with your ap
probation ; but if it .fhould not, be affured 
I can never object to any decifion of one 
who is fo much refpeCted and efteemed 
as Mr. Villars, by 

His n1oft faithful hun1ble fervant, 
M. HowAaD, 

LETTER 
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LETTER IV. 

Mr. Pillars to Lady Howart!. 

Berry Hill, March u ·. 

I A M grieved, Madam, to appear obfti
nate, and I blufh to incur the imputation 

of felfifhnefs. In detaining my young charge 
thus long with myfelf in the country, I con
fulted not folely my own inclination. Def
tined, in all probability, to poffefs a very 
moderate fortune, I wifhed to contract her 
views to fomething within it. The mind is 
but too naturally prone to pleafure, but too 
eafily yielded to diffipation : it has been my 
ftudy to guard her againft their delufions, 
by preparing her to expeB:,-and to defpife 
them. But the time draws on for experience 
and obfervation to take place of inftruB:ion : 
if I have, in fome meafure, rendered her 
capable of tlfing one with difcretion, and 
making the other V(ith improvement, I 
fhall rejoice myfelf with_ the a!furance of 
having largely contributed to her welfare. 
She is now of an age that happinefs is eager 
to attend,-let her then enjoy it ! I commit 
her to the proteCtion of your Ladyfhip, and 
only hope fhe may be found worthy half 
the goodnefs I am fatisfied .the will meet 
with at your hofpitable n1anfion. 

Thus 



E V E L I N A.' 15 

Thus far, Madam, I chearfully fubmit 
to your defire. In confiding my ward to 
the care of Lady Ho ward, I can feel no· un
eafinefs from her abfence, but what will 
arife from the lofs of her company, fince I 
!hall be as well convinced of her fafety, as 
if fhe were under my own roof ;-but, can 
your Ladyfhip be ferious in propofing to 
introduce her to the gaieties of a London 
life ? Permit me to aik, for what end, or 
what purpofe? A youthful mind is feldom 
totally free from ambition; to curb that, is 
the firft ftep to contentment, fince to dimi
nifh expectation, is to increafe enjoyment. 
I apprehend nothing more than too much 
raifing her hopes and her views, which the 
natural vivacity of her difpofition would 
render but too eafy to effeCt. The town-ac
quaintance of Mrs. Mirvan are all in the 
circle of high life ; this artlefs young crea
ture, with too much beauty to efcape no
tice, has too much fenfibility to be indif
ferent to it; but 1he has too little wealth to 
be fought with propriety by men of the 
fafhionable world. 

Confider, Madam, the peculiar cruelty 
of her fituation ; only child of a wealthy 
Baronet, whofe perfon fhe has never feen, 
whofe charaCter 1he has reafon to abhor, and 
whofe name fhe is forbidden to claim;- entitled 
as the is to lawfully inherit his fortune and_ 

eftate, 
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eftate is there any probability that he \Vill 
prope;ly own her? An~ wh~le he ~ontin~es 
to perfevere in difavowmg hts marnage wrth 
Mifs Evelyn, fue !hall never, at the expence 
of her mother's honour,. receive a part of 
her right, as the donation of his bounty. 

And as to Mr. Evelyn's eft-ate, I have no 
doubt but that Madame Duval and her rela
tions will difpofe of it among themfel ves. 

It feems, therefore, as if this deferted 
child, though legally hei.refs of two large 
fortunes, muft owe all her rational expecta
tions to adoption and friendfuip. Yet her 
income will be fuch as may make her hap
py, if !he is difpofed to be fo in. private life; 
th.ough it will by no means allow her· to en
joy the luxury of a London fine lady. 

Let Mifs lVlirvan, then, Madam, iliine 
in all the fplendor of high life;. but fuffer 
my child frill to enjoy the pleafures of hum
ble retirement, with a n1incl to which rrreater 

. k b 
VleWS are UD rnown. 

I hope this reafoning wiH be honoured 
with your approbation ; and I have yet an
other motive which has fome weiaht with 
me; I would not willingly give ~ffence to 
any h~man being, and furely Madame Du
val mrght accufe me of inj uftice, if, while I 
refufe to let her grand-daughter wait upon 
her, I confent that fhe fhould join a party of 
pleafure to London. 

In 
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In fendiog her to Ho"ward Grove, not one 
of thefe fcruples arife; and therefore Mrs. 
Clinton, a moft worthy woman, (ormerly 
her nurfe, and now my houfekeeper, £hall 
attend her thither next week. 

Though I have always called her by the 
name of Anville, and reported in this neigh~
bourhood that her father, my intimate friend, 
left her to my guardianihip, yet I have 
thought it neceffary !he fhould herfelf be ac-

_quainted with the melancholy circumftances 
attending her birth ; for, though I am very 
defirous of guarding her from curiofity and 
impertinence, by concealing her name, fa
mrly, and ftory, yet I would not leave it 
in the power of chance, to fhock her 
gentle nature with a tale of fo much for
row. 

You muft not, Madam, expecc too much 
from my pupil. She is quite a little ruftic, 
and knows nothing of the world ; and though 
her education has been the beft I could be
ftow in this retired place, to which Dor
chefter, the neareft town, is [even miles dii:. 
tant, yet I !hall not be furpriied if you 
ihould difcover in her a thoui~md deficien
cies of which I have never dreamt. She 
n1ufr be very much altered fince fhc was 
laic at I-Ioward Grove,-but I will fay no
thing of her; I leave her to your Lady-

ibip's 
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fhip's own obfervations, of which I beg ~ 
faithful relation ; and am, 

Dear Madam, with great refpeCt, 
Your obedient and n1oft humble fervant, 

AR THUR V ILLARS. 

LETTER V. 

Mr. Pillars to Lady Howard. 

Marc:h 18. 

Dear Madam, 

T HIS letter will be delivered to you by 
my child, -the child of my adop

tion,-my affeCtion ! U nbleft with one na
tural friend, fhe merits a thoufand. I fend 
her to you, innocent as an angel, and art
lefs as purity itfelf: and I fend you with 
her the heart of your friend, the only hope 
he has on earth, the fubjeCl: of his tendereft 
thoughts, and the object of his lateft cares. 
She is one, Madam, for whom alone I have 
lately wiihed to live ; and fhe is one whom 
to ferve I would with tranfport die! Reftore 
her but to me all innocence as yeu receive 
her, and the fondeft hope of my heart will 
be amply gratified ! 

A. VrLLARs. 

LETTER 
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LETTER VI. 

Lady Howard to the Rev. Mr. Villars. 

Howard Grove. 
Dear and Rev. Sir, 

T HE folemn manner in which you have 
committed your child to my care, has 

in iome meafure dampt the pleafure which I 
receive from the truft, as it n1akes me fear 
that you fuffer fron1 your compliance, in 
which cafe I .fhall very fincerely blame n1y
felf for the earneftnefs with which I have 
tequefted this favour ; but remember, my 
good Sir, fhe is within a few days fummons, 
and be affured I will not detain her a n1o
ment longer than you wifh. 

You defire my opinion of her. 
She is a little angel! I cannot wonder that 

you fought to monopolize her. Neither 
ought you, at finding it impoffible. 

Her face and perfon anfwer my moft re
fined ideas of complete beauty: and this, 
though a fubject of praife lefs important to 
you, or to me, than any other, is yet fo 
ftriking, it is not poffible to pafs it unno
ticed. Had I not known from whom ilie 
received her education, I ihould, at firft 
fight of fo perfeCt a face, have been in pain 

for 
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for her underftanding; fince it has been long 
and juftly remarked, that fol1y has ever 
fought alliance with beauty. 

She has the fame gentlenefs in her man
ners, the fame natural grace in her motions, 
that I formerly fo much admired in her mo
ther. Her character fecms truly ingenuom 
and fimple; and, at the fame titne that na
ture has bleffed her with an excellent under
ftanding, and great quicknefs of parts, ibe 
has a certain air of inexperience and inno
cency that is extremely interefting. 

You have ~o reafon to regret the retire
ment in which fhe has lived; fince that po
litenefs which is acquired by an acquaint
ance with high life, is in her fo well fupplied 
by a natural defire of obliging, joined to a 
deportment infinitely engaging. 

I obferve with great fatisfaetion a grow4 

.ing affection between this amiable girl and 
·my grand-daughter, whofe heart is as free 
from felfifhnefs or conceit, as that of her 
young friend is from all guile. Their 
regard may be mutually ufeful, fince 
much is to be expeCted from emulation, 
where nothing is to be feared fron1 envy. I 
would have them love each other as fifters, 
and reciprocally fupply the place of that 
tender and happy relation!hip, to wh:ch nei
ther of them have a natural claim. 

Be 
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Be fa~isfied, my good Sir, that your child 
fhall meet with the fame attention as our 
own. \Ve all join in moft hearty willies 
for your health and happinefs, and in re
turning our fincere thanks for the favour 
you have conferred on us. 

I am, Dear Sir, 
Your moft faithful fervant, 

M. HowARD. 

LETTER VII. 

Lady Howard to the .L"'?.ev. Mr. l7illars. 

Howard Grove, March 26. 

BE not alarmed, my worthy friend, at 
my fo fpeedily troubling you again; I 

iddom ufe the ceremony of waiting for an
fwers, or writing with any regularity, and 
I have at prefent immediate occafion for 
begging your patience. 

Mrs. Mirvan has juft received a letter 
from her long-abfent hufband, containing 
the welcome news of his hoping to reach 
London by the beginning of next week. 
My daughter and the Captain have been fe
parated almoft feven years, and it would 
therefore be needlefs to fay what joy, fur-

prife, 
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prife, and confequently confufion, hjs, at 
prefent, unexpeCted retur_n has cau1ed at 
Howard Grove. Mrs. M1rvan, you cannot 
doubt, will go inftantly to town to meet 
him· her dauahter is under a thoufand ob-

' b • h ligations to attend her ; I gneve t at her 
mother cannot. 

And now, n1y good Sir, I almoft blufh 
to proceed ;-but, tell me, may I aik
will you permit-that your child may ac
company them ? Do not think us unreafon
able, but confider the many inducements 
which confpire to make London the hap
pieft place at prefent fhe can be in. The 
joyful occafion of the journey; the gaiety 
of the whole party; oppofed to the dull life 
fhe muft lead if left here, with a folitary old 
woman for her foie companion, while fhe fo 
well knows the chearfulnefs and felicity en
joyed by the reft of the family ,-are circum
il:ances that feem to merit your confidera
tion. l\1rs. Mirvan defires me to affure you, 
that one week is all fhe afks, as fhe is certain 
that the Captain, who hates London, will 
be eager to revifi t Ho ward Grove : and 
Maria is fo very earneft in wifhing to have 
the company of her friend, that, if you are 
inexorable, :the will be deprived of half the 
pleafure fhe otherwife hopes to receive. 

However, I will not, my aood Sir de-
• . • • b ' 

ce1ve you Into an opm10n that they intend 
9 ~0 
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to live in a retired manner, a ~ tha r 2nnot 
be fairly expet1ed. But you have nu. rea;t n 
to be uneafy concerning Madame u al • 
!he has not any correfpondent in Englanc· , 
and obtains no intelligence but by common 
report. She muft be a ihanger to the name 
your child bears ; and, even fhould fhe hear of this excurfion, fo fhort a time as a week, 
or lefs, fpent in town upon io particular an 
occafion, though previous to their meeting, 
cannot be conftrued into difrefpect to her
felf. 

Mrs. Mirvan defires n1e to aifure you, 
that if you will oblige her, her two children 
fhall equally fhare her time and her atten
tion. She has fent a comn1iffion to a friend 
in town to take a houfe for her, and while 
fue waits for an anfwer concerning it, I 
fhall for one from you to our petition. 
However, your child is writing hedelf, and 
that, I doubt not, will n1ore avail than all 
we can poffibly urge. 

My daughter defires her befl compliments 
to you, if, fhe fays, you will grant her re
quefr, but not elfe • 

. Adieu, my dear Sir,-we all hope every 
thing fron1 your goodnefs. 

M. HowARD. 

LETTER 
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L TT ER VIII. 

E11e: r, o the Rev. Mr. Pillars. 

Howard Grove, March 26. 

HTS ho Jfe fee!ns to be the houfe of 
. joy ; every tace wears a fmile, and a 

laug~1 sat every body's fervice. It is quite 
amufin o- ~ valk about, and fee the general 
confu i ~n ; a room leading to the garden is 
fitting up for Captain Mirvan's ftudy. Lady 
Howard does not fit a moment in a place; 
Mifs Mirvan is making caps ; every body 
fo bufy l-fuch flying from room to room! 
-fo many orders given, and retratted, and 
given again !-nothing but hurry and per
turbation. 

\iV ell but, my dear Sir, I am defired to 
make a requeft to you. I hope you will 
not think me an incroacher; Lady Howard 
infifts upon my writing !-yet I hardly 
know how to ~o on ; a petition implies a 
want,-and have you left me one ? No, 
indeed. 

I am half aihamed of myfelf for begin· 
ning this letter. But thefe dear ladies are 
fo preffing-1 cannot, for n1y life, refifi 
wifuing for the pleafures they offer me,
l?rovided you do not difapprove them. 

They 
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They 1re to make a very fnort ftay in 
town. The Captain will meet them in a 

~ day or two. Mrs. Mirvan and her f weet 
daughter both go ;-what a happy party ! 

l~ n Yet I a11 not very eager to accmnpany 
( them : ac leafr, I fhall be contented to 
P.ui~ remain where I am, if you defire that I 

ar.. iliould. 
~· Affured, my deareft Sir, of your good

nefs, yoJr bounty, and your indulgent 
lrindnefs, ought I to form a wiih that has 

·, not your fantl:ion ? Decide for me, there
r~ fore, without the leafr apprehenfion that I 
t fhall be uneafy, or difcontented. While I 

am yet in fufpenfe, perhaps I may hope, 
1 but I am moft certain, that when you have 

once determined, I 1hall not repine. 
They :ell n1e that London is now in full 

fplendou·. Two Play-houfes are open,
the Opera-Houfe,- Ranelagh,-and the 
Pantheor.-Y ou fee I have learned all their 

n: names. However, pray don't fuppofe that 
:I make any point of going, for I fl1all 

1 hardly figh to fee them depart without n1e; 
though I fl1all probably never tneet with 

~ fuch ano:her opportunity. And, indeed, 
. their don·cfl:ic happinefs will be fo great)
it is natu ~al to wiih to partake of it. 

~ I believ·e I am bewitched ! I made a re
folution vhen I began, that I would not be 
:t1rgent; t~ut my pen-or rather my thoughts, 

VoL. ]. CS will 
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will not fuffer me to keep it-for I acknow .. 
ledge, I muft acknowledge, I cannot help 
wifhing for your permifi1on. 

I almoft repen( already that I have made 
this confeffion ; pray forget that you ·have 
read it, if this journey is difpleafing to you. 
But I will not write any longer ; for the 
n1ore I think of this affair, th~ lefs indif
ferent to it I find myfelf. 

Adieu, my moft honoured, moft reve. 
renced, moft beloved father ! for by what 
other name can I call you? I have no hap
pinefs or farrow, no hope or fear, but what 
your kindnefs beftows, or your difpleafure 
may caufe. You will not, I am fure, fend 
a refufal, without reafons unanfwerable, and 
therefore I fhall chearfully acquiefce. Yet 
I hope-! hope you will be able to per
mit tne to go ! I am, 

With the utmoft affetl:ion, 
gratitude, and duty, 

Your 
EvELINA--· 

I cannot to you fign Anville, and what 
other nan1e may I clain1? 

LET 
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L E T T E R IX. 

Mr. Villars to Evelina. 

Berry·Hill, March .z8. · TO refift the urgency of entreaty, is 
a power which I have not yet ac

quired : I aim not at an authority which 
deprives you of liberty, yet I would fain 
guide myfelf by a prudence which fhould 
fave me the pangs of repentance. Your 
impatience to fly to a place which your 
imagination has painted to you in colours 
fo attract:i ve, furprifes n1e not; I have only 
to hope that the livclinefs of your fancy 
may not deceive you: to refufe, would be 
raifing it ftill higher. ·ro fee n1y Evelina 
happy, is to fee myfelf without a wifh: go 
then, my child, and tnay that Heaven 
which alone can, direCt, preferve, and 
ftrengthen you ! To That, my love, will 
I daily offer prayers for your felicity ; 0 
may it guard, watch over you! defend you 

i fr01n danger, fave you fron1 difrrefs, and 
keep vice as diftant from your perfon as 
from your heart! And to tvle, may it grant 
the ultimate bleffing of clofing thefe aged 
eyes in the arms of one fo dear-fo de
fervedly beloved ! 

AR THUR VlLLARS. 

c. 2 LET-
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L E T T E R X. 

E velina to the R e·v. M r. Yillars. 

Queen-Ann-Street, London, Saturday, April z. 

T HIS n1oment arrived. J uft going to 
Drury-Lane theatre. The celebrated 

Mr. G arrick performs Ranger. I am quite 
in extacy. So is Mifs Mirvan. How 
fortunate, that he fhould happen to play 1 
We would not let Mrs. Mirvan reft till fhe 
confented to go; her chief objection was 
t o our drefs, for we have had no time to 
Londonize ourfelves; but we teized her into 
compliance, and fo we are to fit in fome 
obfcure place, that fhe may not be feen. 
As to me, I fhould be alike unknown in the 
n1oft con(picuous or n1oft private part of the 
houfe. 

I can write no more now. I have hardly 
time to breathe-only j uft this, the houfes 
and ftreets are not quite fo fuperb as I 
expected. I-Iowever, I have feen nothing 
yet, fo I ought not to judge. 

\{ell, adieu, my deareft Sir, for the pre
fent; I coulcl not forbear writino- a few 
:vords infrantly on my arrival; though I 
iuppofe my letter of thanks for your confent 
is frill on the road. 

Saturday 
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Saturday Night. 

0 my dear Sir, in what raptures an1 I 
returned! \V ell may rvlr. Garrick be fo ce
lebrated, fo univerfally admired-! had 
not any idea of fo great a performer. 

Such eafe l fuch vivacity in his manner 1 
fuch grace in his n1otions ! fuch fire and 
meaning in his eyes !-I could hardly be~· 
lieve he had ftudied a written part, for 

1 every word feemed to be uttered from the 
impulfe of the n1oment. 

His aCtion-at once fo graceful and fo 
free !-his voice-fa clear, fo melodious, 

J yet fo wonderfully various in its tones
' fuch animation !-every look Jpeaks! 

I would have given the world to have 
had the whole play aCted over again. And 
when he danced-0 how I envied Cla
rinda! I almoft wifhed to have jumped on 
the ftage and joined them. 

I am afraid you will think me mad, fo 
I won~t fay any more; yet I really believe 
Mr. Garrick would make you mad too, if 
you could fee him. I intend to afk. Mrs. 

~ Mirvan to go to the play every night while 
we ftay in town. She is extremely kind to 
me, and l\1aria, her charming daughter, is 
the fweetdl girl in the world. . 

I fhall write to you every evening all that 
paifes in the day, and that in the fame man
ner as, if I could fee, I fhould tell you. 

C 3 Sunday. 



Sunday. 

This mornina we went to Portland cha. 
pe1, and afterw~rds we wa~ked in the Mall 
of St. Tames's Park, whKh by no means 
anfwered my expeCtations : it is a long 
ftraiaht walk, of dirty gravel, very uneaiy 
to the feet; and at each end, inftead of an 
open prof pea, nothing is to be feen but 
houfes built of brick. When Mrs. Mirvan 
pointed out the Palace to me-1 think I 
was never much more furprifed. 

I-Iowever, the walk was very agreeable 
to us; every body looked gay, and feemed 
pleafed, and the ladies were fo much dreffed, 
that Mifs Mirvan and I could do nothing 
but look at them. Mrs. Mirvan met feve
ral of her friends. No wonder, for I ne
ver faw fo tnany people affembled together 
before. I looked about for fome of my 
acquaintance, but in vain, for I faw not 
one perfon that I knew, which is very 
odd, for all the world feemed there. 

Mrs. Mirvan fays we are not to walk in 
·the Park again next Sunday, even if we 
fhould be in town, becaufe there is better 
company in Kenfington Gardens. But re
a1ly if you had feen how much every body 
was dreffed, you would not think that po1: 
fib le. 

Monday. 
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Monday. 

VIe are to go this evening to a private 
ball, given by Mrs. Stanley, a very fa
fhionable lady of Mrs. lVIirvan's acquaint
ance. 

\Ve have been a jhopping, as Mrs. Mirvan 
calls it, all this morning, to buy filks, 
caps, gauzes, and fo forth. 

The fhops are really very entertaining, 
efpecially the mercers ; there feem to be 
fix or feven men belonging to each fhop, 
and every one took care, by bowing 2nd 
fmirking, to be noticed; we were conduCted 
from one to another, and carried from 
room to room, with fo much ceremony, 
that at .firft I was almoft afraid to go on. 

I thought I fhould never have chofen a 
filk, for they produced fo many I knew 
not which to fix upon, and they recom
mended them all fo ftrongly, that I fancy 
they thought I only wanted perfuafion to 
buy every thing they fhewed n1e. And, 
indeed, they took fo n1uch trouble, that I 
was almoft a!hamed I could not. 

At the milliners, the ladies we met were 
fo n1uch .dreffed, that I fhould rather have 
imagined they were making vifits than pur
chafes. But what moft diver.ted -we was, 
that we ";ere n16re frequently ferved by 
men than by women ; and fuch men! fo 
finical, fo affeCted ! they feemed to under-

C 4 ftan~ 
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ftand every part of a woman's drefs better 
than we do ourfelves; and they recomn1end
ed caps and ribbands with an air of fo much 
irnport~nce, that I wifhed to afk them hO\f 
long they had left off wearing them ! 

The difpatch with which they work in 
thefe great fnops is amazing, for they have 
promifed me a compleac fuit of linen a
gainft the evening. 

I have juft had my hair dreffed. You 
can't think how oddly my head feels ; full of 
powder and black pins, and a great t:ujhio1z 
on the top of it. I believe you would 
hardly know me, for 1ny face looks quite 
different to what it did before my hair was 
drefied. When I ihall be able to make 
uf"e of a comb for myfelf I cannot tell, for 
my hair is fo much entangled, frizled they 
call it, that I fear it will be very difficult. 

I am half afraid of this ball to-night, for, 
you know, I have never danced but at 
fchool; however, Mifs Mirvan fays there 
is nothing in it. Yet I wifh it was over. 

Adieu, my dear Sir ; pray excufe the 
wretched fiuff I write, perhaps I may im
prove by being in this town, and then my 
letters will be lefs unworthy your reading. 
Mean time I am, 

Yotlr dusiful and affectionate, 
though un polifhed, 

EvELINA. 

Poor 
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Poor Mifs Mirvan cannot wear one of 
the caps fhe tnade? becaufe they drefs her 
hair too large for them . 

. LETTER XI. 

Evelina in continuation. 

~een-Ann-Street, April· 5, Tuefday morning. 

I HAVE a vaft deal to fty, and iliall give 
all this morning to my pen. As to my 

plan of writing every evening the adven
tures of the day, I find it impracticable; 
for the diverfions here are fo very late, that 
if I begin my letters after them, I could 
not go to bed at all. 

We pail: a m oft extraordinary evening. 
A private ball this was called, fo I expeCted 
to have feen about four or five couple; 
but Lord ! my dear Sir, I believe I faw 
half the world ! 1"wo very large rooms 
were full of company ; in one, were cards 
for the elderly ladies, and in the other, were 
the dancers. My mamma Mirvan, for fhe 
always calls me her child, faid fhe would 
fit with Maria and me till we were provided 
with partners, and then join the card
players. 

rfhe gentlemen, as they paffed and rc-
c 5 paift:d, 
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paffed, looked as if they thought we :"'.ere 
quite at their difpofal, and only wa1tmg 
for the honour of their commands ; and 
they fauntered about, in a carelefs indo
lent manner, as if with a view to keep us 
in fufpenfe. I don't fpeak of this in re
gard to Mifs Mirvan and myfelf only, bt~t 
to the ladies in general; and I thought tt 
io p rovoking, that I determined, in my own 
Inind, that, far fron1 humouring fuch airs, 
I would rather not dance at all, than with 
any one who fhould feem to think n1e ready 
to accept the firft partner who would con
ddcend to take me. 

Not long after, a young man, who had 
for fome time looked at us with a kind of 
negligent in1pertinence, advanced, on tip
toe, towards me; he had a fet fmile on his 
face, and his drefs was fo foppiih, that I 
really believe he even wiihed to be ftared 
at ; and yet he was very ugly. 

Bowing almoft to the ground, with a 
fort of f wing, and waving his hand with 
the greateft conceit, after a ihort and filly 
paufe., he faid, " Madam-may I pre
fume ?"-and ftopt, offerincr to take my 
hand. I drew it back, bu~ could fcarce 
forbear laughing. '' Allow n1e Madam ,, 
(continued he, affeB:edly breaki~cr off eve;y 
half moinent) " the honour andbhappinefs 
-if I am not fo unhappy as to addrefs you 

too 
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too late-to have the happinefs and' ho
nour--" 

Again he would have taken n1y hand, 
but, bowing my head, I begged to be ex
cufed, and turned to Mifs Mirvan to con
ceal my laughter. He then defired to know 
if I had already engaged myfelf to fome 
more fortunate man ? I faid No, and that 
I believed I fhould not dance at all. He 
would keep himfelf, he told me, difen
gaged, in hopes I fhould relent; and then, 
uttering fome ridiculous fpeeches of farrow 
and difappointment, though his face ftill 
wore the fame invariable fmile, he re
treated. 

It fo happened, as we have fince recol
leCted, that during this little dialogue, Mrs. 
Mirvan was converfing with the lady of the 
houfe. And very foon after another gen
tlen1an, who feemeCl about fix-and-twenty 
years old, gayly, but not foppiihly, dreifecl, 
and indeed extremely handfome, with an 
air of mixed politenefs and gallantry, de
fired to know if I was engaged, or would 
honour him with my hand. So he was 
pleafed to fay, though I am fure I know 
not what honour he could receive from 
me; but thefe fort of expreffions, I find, 
are ufed as words of courfe, without any 
diftintl:ion of perfons, or ftudy of pro
priety. 

c 6 Well,. 
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Well I bowed, and I am fure I colour
ed ; fo; indeed I was frightened at the 
thouo-hts of dancino- before fo many people, 
all ft~ano-ers, and, ~hich was worfe, with a 
:£hanger~ however, that was unavoidable, 
for thouah I looked round the room feveral 

b ~ 

times, I could not fee one perion that I 
knew. And fo, he took my hand, and led 
me to join in the dance. 

The minuets were over before we arrived, 
for we were kept late by the 1nilliner's 
making us wait for our things. 

He feemed very defirous of entering into 
converfation with me; but I was feized with 
fuch a panic, that I could hardly fpeak a 
word, and nothing but the fi1ame of fo foon 
changing my mind, prevented my return
ing to my feat, and declining to dance at 
all. 

He appeared to be furprifed at my ter
ror, which I believe was but too apparent: 
however, he afl{ed no queftions, though I 
tear he muft think it very ftrange; for I did 
not choofe to tell him it was owina- to my 
n~ver before dancing btlt with ab fchool
g1rl. 

His converfation was fenfible and fpirit
ed ; his . air and addrefs were open and 
~obl~; his manners gentle, attentive, and 
mfimtely engaging; his perfon is all ele-

g~nce, 
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gance, and his countenance, the moft ani
mated and expreffive I have ever feen. 

In a fhort time we were joined by Mifs 
Mirvan, who ftood next couple to us. But 
how was I ftartled, when fhe whifpered me 
that my partner was a nobleman ! Thi-s 
gave me a new alarm ; how will he be pro
voked, thought I, when he finds what a 
fimple ruftic he has honoured with his 
choice ! one whofe ignorance of the world 
makes her perpetually fear doing fomething 
wrong! 

That he fhould be fo much my fuperior 
every way, quite difconcerted me; and you 
will fuppofe my fpirits were not much 
raifed, when I heard a lady, in paffing us, 
fay, " This is the moft difficult dance I 
ever faw." 

" 0 dear, then," cried Maria to her 
partner, " with your leav.e, I'll fit down 
till the next." 

" So will I too, then," cried I, " for I 
am fure I can hardly ftand." 

" But you muft fpeak to your partner 
firft," anfwered fhe ; for he had turned 
afide to talk with fome gentlemen. How
ever, 1 had not fufficient courage to addrefs 
him, and fo away we all three tript, and 
feated ourfelves at another end of the room. 

But, unfortunately for me, Mifs Mirvan 
foon after fuffered herfelf to ?e prevailed 

upon 
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upon to attempt the d~~ce; and juft as ~e 
rofe to go fhe cried, My dear, yonder Is 
your part~er, Lord Orville, walking about 
the room in fearch of you." 

" Don't leave me, then, dear girl!" cried 
I; but fhe was obliged to go. And now I 
was more uneafy than ever; I would have 
given the world to have feen Mrs. Mi1·van, 
and begged of her to make my apologies; 
for what, thought I, can I poffibly fay to 
him in excufe for running away ? he muft 
either conclude me a fool, or half znad; for 
any one brought up in the great world, and 
accuftomed to its ways, can nave no idea 
of fuch fort of fears as mine~ 

My confufion encreafed when I obferved 
that he was every where feel, ing me, with 
apparent perplexity and furprife; but when, 
at laft, I faw him move towards the place 
where f fat, I was ready to fink with fl1ame 
and diftrefs. I found it abfoluteiy impof
fible to keep my feat, becaufe I could not 
think of a word to fay for myfelf, and fo I 
rofe, and walked haftily towards the card
room, refolving to itay with Mrs. Mirvan 
the reft of the evening, and not to dance 
at all. But before I could find her Lord 
Orville faw and approached n.e. ' 

I-le begged to know if I was not well ? 
You may eafily imagine how much I was 
embarraffed. I made no anfwer bnt hun()' 
n1y head, like a fool, and looked ~n my fan.t;) 

He 
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He then, with an air the mofi: refpeCl:
fully ferious, aiked if he had been fo un
hafcPY as to offend me ? 

' No, indeed ! " cried I : and, in hopes 
of changing the difcourfe, and preventing 
his further inquiries, I defired to know if 
he had feen the young lady who had been 
converfing with n1e? 

No ;-but would I honour him with 
any commands to her ? 

" 0 by no means ! " 
Was there any. other perfon with whom 

I wifhed to f peak ? 
I faid no, before I knew I had anfwe~ed 

at all. 
Should he have the pleafure of bringing 

me any refrefhment? 
I bowed, aln1oft involuntarily. And 

away he flew. 
I was quite a!hamed of being fo trouble

fame, and fo much above myfdf as thefe 
feeming airs made me appear; but indeed I 
was too much confufed to thm k or aCt ~itli 
any confiftency. 

If he had not been fwift as lightning, 
I don't know whether I !hould not have fto
len away again; but he retl:Jr:ned in a mo
ment. When I had drunk a glafs of le
monade, he hoped, he faid, that I would 
again honour hin1 with my hand, as a new 
dance was j uft begun. 1 had not the prefence 

of 
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of mind to fay a fingle word, and fo I let 
him once more lead me to the place I had 
left. 

Shocked to find how filly, how childin1 
a part I had aCted, my former fears cf 
dancino- before fuch a company, and with 
fuch a partner, returned more forcibly tha11 
ever. I fuppofe he perceived my uneafinef~, 
for he intreated me to fit down again, if 
dancing was difagreeable to me. But I was 
quite fatisfied with the folly I had alread~ 
ihewn, and therefore declined his offer, the.' 
I was really fcar<::e able to ftand. 

Under fuch confcious difadvanrages, yon 
n1ay eafily imagine, my dear Sir, how ill [ 
acquitted myfelf. But, though I both ex
peCted and deferved to find him very mucll 
mortified and difpleafed at his ill fortune in 
the choice he had made, yet, to my ver! 
great relief, he appeared to be even con
tented, and very much affifted and encou
raged me. 1"'hefe people in high life have 
too much prefence of mind, I believe, to 
feem difconcerted, or out of humour, how
ever they may feel : for had I been the per
fan of the moft ·confequence in the room, 1 
could not have met with more attention an( 
refpeet. 

When the dance was over, feeing me ftiL 
ver.y much flurried, he led me to a feat. 

faying 
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f~1ying that he would not fuffer n1e to fa
tigue myfelf from politenefs. 

And then, if tny capacity, or even if my 
fpirits had been better, in how animated a 
co.1verfation might I have been engaged ! 
It was then I faw that the rank of Lord 
Orville was his leaft recommendation, his 
underftanding and his 1nanners being far 
more diftinguifhed. His remarks upon the 
company in general were fo apt, fo juft, fo 
lively, I am almoft furprifed myfelf that 
they did not re-animate me ; but indeed I 
w's too well convinced of the .ridiculous 
part I had myfelf played before fo nice an 
obferver, to be able to enjoy his pleafantry: 
fofelf-compaffion gave me feeling for others. 
Yet I had not the courage to attempt either 
to defend them, or to rally in my turn, but 
lif:ened to him in filent ernbarraif1nent. 

When he found this, he changed the fub
jefr, and talked of public places, and pub
lic performers ; but he foon difcovered that 
I was totally ignorant of them. 

He then, very ingenioufly, turned the 
difcourfe to the amufements and occupa
tions of the country. 

It now ftruck rne, that he was refolved 
to try whether or not I was capable of 
talking upon any fubjeEt. This put fo great 
a conftraint upon my thoughts, that I was 
unable to go further than a monofyllable, 

and 
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and not even fo far, when I could poffibly 
avoid it. 

\Ve were fittino- in this manner, he con
verfing with all g~ety, I looking down with 
all foolifl1nefs, when that fop who had firfl: 
afked n1e to dance, with a moft ridiculous 
folemnity, approached, and after a profound 
bow or two, faid, H I humbly beg pardon, 
Madam,-and of you too, my Lord,-for 
breaking in upon fuch agreeable converfa
tion-which muft, doubtlefs, be much more 
deleCtable-than what I have the honour to 
offer-but-" 

I interrupted him-I blufu for my folly, 
-with laughing; yet I could not help it, 
for, added to the 1nan's ftately foppiilinefs, 
(and he aCtually took fnuff between every 
three words) when I looked round at Lon!l 
Orville, I faw fuch extreme furprife in his 
face,-the caufe of which appeared fo ab
furd, that I could not for my life preferve 
my gravity. 

I had not laughed before from the time 
I had left Mifs Mirvan, and I had much 
better have cried then; Lord Orville ac
tually ftared at n1e; the beau, I know not 
his name, looked quite enraged. " Refrain 
-Madam,, (faid he, with an important 
air,)'' a few moments refrain !-I have but 
a fentence to trouble you with.-May I 

know 
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know to what accident I muft attribute not 
having the honour of your hand?" 

" Accident, Sir !" repeated I, much 
aftonilhed. 

" Yes, accident, Madam-for furely,
I muft take the liberty to obferve-pardon 
me, Madatn,-it ought to be no common 
one-that ihould tempt a lady-fo young a 
one too,-to be guilty of ill n1anners." 

A confufed idea now for the firft time 
entered my head, of fomething I had heard 
of the rules of an affembly; but I was never 
.at one before,- I have only danced at 
fchool,-and fo giddy and heedlefs I was, 
that I had not once confidered the impro
priety of refufing one partner, and after
wards accepting another. I was thunder
ftruck at the recollection : but, while thefe 
thoughts were ruihing into my head, Lord 
Orville, with fame warmth, faid, " This la
dy, Sir, is incapable of meriting fuch an 
accufation ! " 

The creature-for I am very angry with 
him,-tnade a low bow, and with a grin the 
moft malicioils I ever faw, "My Lord,"faid 
he, " far be it frotn me to accufe the lady, 
for having the difcernment to diftinguifh 
and prefer-the fuperior attractions pf your 
Lorrlfhip." 

Again he bowed, and walked off. 
Was ever any thing fo provoking ? I was 

ready 
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ready to die with fhame. " What a cox
comb!" exclaimed Lord Orville; while I, 
without knowino- what I did, rofe hafiily, 
and movino- off, 

0

" I can't imagine," cried 
l, " where 

0

M rs. Mirvan has hid herfelf!" 
" Give me leave to fee," anfwered he. I 

bowed and fat down again, not daring to 
meet his eyes; for what muft he think of 
me, between my blunder, and the fuppofed 
preference ? 

He retnrned in a moment, and told me 
that· Mrs. Mirvan was at cards, but would 
be glad to fee me; and I went i1nmediately. 
There was but one chair vacant, fo, to my 
great relief, Lord Orville prefently left us. 
I then told Mrs. Mirvan my difafters, and 
fue good-naturedly blamed herfelf for not 
having better inftruCted me, but faid fhe 
had taken it for granted that I mufi know 
fuch common cuftoms. However, the man 
n1ay, I think, be fatisfied with his pretty 
fpeech, and carry his refentment no farther. 

In a fhort time, Lord Orville returned. 
I confented, with the beft grace I could, to 
go down another dance, for I had had time 
to recollect myfelf, and therefore refolved to 
ufe fome exertion, and, if poffi ble, appear 
lefs a fool than I had hitherto done · for it 
occurred to me that, infignificant a; I was, 
compared to a man of his rank and figure, 
yet, fince he had been fo unfortunate as to 

make 
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n1ake choice of me for a partner, why I 
fhould endeavour to make the beft of it. 

The dance, however, was fhort, and he 
fpoke very little; fo I had no opportunity 
of putting tny refolution in praCtice. He 
was fatisfied, I fuppofe, with his former 
fuccefslefs efforts to draw me out: or, ra
ther~ I fancied, he had been inquiring who 
I was. This again difconcerted me, and 
the fpirits I had determined to exert, again 
failed me. Tired, afhamed, and mortified, 
I begged to fit down till we returned home, 
which we did foon after. Lord Orville did 
me the honour to hand me to the coach, 
talking all the way of the honour I had 
done him! 0 thefe fafhionable people ! 

Well, my dear Sir, was it not a ftrange 
evening? I could not help being thus par
ticular, becaufe, to me, every thing is fo 
new. But it is now time to conclude. I 
.am, with all love and duty, 

EvELINA. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XII. 

Evelina in continuation. 

Tuefday, April5. 

T HERE is to be no end to the troubles 
of laft night. I have this moment, 

between perfuafion and laughter, gathered 
from Maria the moft curious dialogue that 
ever I heard. You will, at firft, be ftartled 
at my vanity ; but, my dear Sir, have pa
tience ! 

It muft have paffed while I was fitting 
with Mrs. Mirvan in the card-room. 
Maria was taking fome refrefhment, and 
faw Lord Orville advancing for the fame 
purpofe himfelf; but he did not know her, 
though !he immediately recolleCted him. 
Prefently after, a very gay-looking man, 
ftepping haftily up to him, cried, '' Why, 
my Lord, what have you done with your 
lovely partner ?" 

" Nothing!" anfwered Lord Orville, with 
a fmile and a fhrug. 

" By J ove," cried the man, " !he is the 
moft beautift~l creature I ever faw in my life!" 

Lord Orvtlle, as he well might laughed, 
but anfwere~, "Yes, a pretty modeft-look
ing girl." 

i ~~ 0 my 
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" 0 my Lord l '? cried the n1adman, " ihe 
is an angel ! " 

'' A jilent one," returned he. 
" 'Vhy ay, my Lord, how ftands fhe .a. 

to that? She looks all intelligence and ex
preffion." 

" A poor weak girl!" anfwered Lord 
Orville, !baking his head. ~ 

" By J ove/' cried the other, '' I am glad 
to hear it ! " 

At that moment, tLe fame o io 1s crea
ture who had been r.1 former tormentor, 
joined then1. AddreffiLJb Lor Or ille vith 
great refpect, he faid, " I vg p . r on, my 
Lord,-if I was-as I fear nught be the 
cafe-rather too fevere in my cenfure of the 
lady who is honoured with your protection 
-but, my Lord, ill-breeding is apt to pro
voke a in an." 

" Ill. breeding 1" cried my unknown 
champion, " impoffible J that elegant face 
can never be fo vile a mafk !" 

" 0 Sir, as to that," anfwered he, ''you 
n1uft allow me to judge; for though I pay 
all deference to your opinion-in other 
things,-yet I hope you will grant-and I 
appeal to your Lordfhip alfo-that I am 
not totally defpicable as a judge of good or 
ill manners." · 

" I was fo wholly ignorant," faid Lord 
Orville gravely, " of the provocation you 

might 
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n1ight have had, that I could not but be 
·furprifed at your fingular refentment." 

" It was far fron1 my intention," anfwer
ed he, " to offend your Lordfhi p ; but 
really, for a perfon who is nobody, to give 
herfelf fuch airs,-! own I could not com
mand my paffions. For, my Lord, though 
I have made diligent enquiry-! cannot 
learn who fhe is." 

" By what I can make out," cried my 
defender, " ihe muft be a country parfon's 
daughter." 

" He ! he ! he 1 very good, 'pon ho
nour!" cried the fop,-" well, fo I could 
have fworn by her manners." 

And then, delighted at his own wit, he 
laughed~ and went away, as I fuppofe, to 
repeat it. 

" But what the deuce is all this ?" de
manded the other. 

" Why a very foolifh affair," anfwered 
Lord Orville; '' your Helen firft refufed 
this coxcomb, and then-danced with me. 
This is all .I can gather of it." 

0 Orville," returned he, " you are a 
happy man ! -But, ill-bred ?-I can never 
believe it! And ilie looks too fenfible to be 
ignorant." 

" Whether ignorant or mifchievous I 
will not pretend to determine but cert~in 
· t is, fhe attended to all I couid fay to her, 

though 
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though I have really fatigued myfelf with 
fruitlefs endeavours to entertain her, with 
the n1ofr immoveable gravity; but no fooner 
did Lovel begin his complaint, than !he 
was feized with a fit of lauo-hing, firft af
fronting the poor beau, and then enjoying 
his mortification.'' 

'' Ha ! ha! ha! why there's fome genius 
in that~ my Lord, though perhaps rather
ntjfick.'' 

Here Maria was called to dance, and [() 
heard no more. · 

Now tell me, my dear Sir, did you ever 
know any thing more provoking? "A 
poor weak girl!" "ignorant or mifcbievous !, 
What mortifying words ! I am refolved, 
however, that I will never again be tempted 
to go to an affembly. I wi!h I had been in 
Dorfetil1ire. 

Well, after this, you will not be furprifed 
that Lord Orville contented himfdf with 
an enquiry after our healths this tnorning, 
by his iervant, without troubling himfelf to 
call; as M ifs Mirvan had told n1e he would: 
but perhaps it may be only a country cuf
torn. 

I would not live here for the world. I 
care not how foon we leave town. Lon
don foon grows tirefome. I wifh the Cap
tain would come. Mrs. Mirvan talks of 

Vot. I. D the 
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the opera for this evening; however, I am 
very indifferent about it. 

W ednefday morning. 

Well, n1y dear Sir, I have been pleafed, 
·arrainft my will, I could almoft fay, for I 
n~uft own I went out in very ill-humour, 
which I think you cannot wonder at: but 
ithe mufic and the finging were charming; 
they foothed me into a pleafure the moft 
grateful, the beft: fuited to my prefent difpo
fition in the world. I hope to perfuade Mrs. 
Mirvan to go again on Saturday. I wiili 
the opera was every night. It is, of all 
.entertainments, the fweeteft, and moft: de· 
Jightful. Some of the fongs feetned to melt 
.my very foul. It was what they call a Je
rious opera, as the comic firft finger was ill. 

To-night we go to Ranelagh. If any of 
thofe three gentlemen who converfed fo 
freely about me fhould be there-but I 
·won't think of it. 

• Thurfday morning. 

Well, my dear Sir, we went to Rane· 
Jagh. It is a charming place, and the bril
liancy of the lights, on my firft entrance, 
made n1e almoft think I was in fome in
:chanted caftle, or fairy palace for all looked 
like magic to me. ' 

he very firft perfon I faw was Lord 
Orville. 
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I 'brvifle. I felt fo confufed !--bt:tt he did 

not fee me. After tea, Mrs. Mirvan being 
tired, Maria and I walked round the room 

tn::. alorre. 1 'hen again we faw him, ftanding 
· by the orcheftra. We, too, ftopt to hear 
' a finger. He bowed to me; I courtfied, and 
I am fure I coloured. We foon walked on, 
:not liking our fituation : however, he did 
· t follow us, and when we paffed by the 
wrcheftra again, he was gone. Afterwards., 
: · the courfe of the evening, we met him 
~~feveral times, bl.lt he was always with fome 
! party, and never fpoke to us, tho' when
oi~ver he chanced to meet my eyes, he con ... 
.defcended to bow. 
~ I cannot but be hurt at the opinion he 
~ ~ntertains of me. It is true, n1y own be-
1aviour incurred it-·-yet he is himfelf the 

an'noft agreeable and, feemingly, the moll: 
iable man in the world, and therefore it 

, , that I am grieved to be thought ill of 
>y him: for of whofe efteem ought we to 
>e ambitious, if not of thofe who moft me
.t our own?-· But it is too late to refletl: 

lies ! 

this now. Well, I can't help it;
ver, I think I have done with a1fem

This morning was deftined for Jeeing 
1 shts, auctions, curious fhops, and fo forth ; 
ut my head ached, and I was not in a hu
potlr to be amufed, and fo I tnade them 

or D 2 go 
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go without me, though very unwillingly.' 
They are all kindnefs. 

And now I am forry I did not accompany 
them, for I know not what to do with my
felf. I had refolved not to go to the play 
to~ night; but I believe I £hall. In fhorr, 
I hardly care whet her I do or not. 

* • * * • * * • 
I thought I had done wrong! Mrs. Mir. 

van and Maria have been half the town 
over, and fo entertained !-while I, like a 
fool, frayed at name to do nothing. And, 
at an auB:iun in Pall-mall, who fhould they 
meet but Lord Orville! He fat next to 
Mrs. Mirvan, and they talked a great deal 
together: but ihe gave me no account 
the converfation. 

I may never have fuch another opportu· 
nity of feeing London; I am quite forry 
that I was not of the party ; but I deferve 
this mortification, for having indulaed mr 
ill-humour. b 

Thurfday night. 

We are j uft returned from the play 
which was King Lear, and has made 
very fad. We did not fee any body 
knew. 

Well, adieu, it is too late to write more. 

Fridaf. 
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Friday. 

Captain Mirvan is arrived. I have not 
fpirits to give an account of his introduc

, tion, for he has really £hocked me. · I do 
not like him. He feems to be furly, vul
gar, and difagreeable. 

Almoft the fame moment that lVIaria was 
prefented to him, he began fome rude jefts 
llpon the bad fhape of her nofe, and called 
her a tall, ill-formed thing. She bore it 

tn:· with the utmoft good-humour; but that 
I, Kind and fweet-tempered woman, Mrs. 
, Mirvan, deferved a better lot. I am amazed 

~ fhe would marry him. 
oc lfor my own part, I have been fo ihy, 

ore; that"l._have hardly fpoken to him, or he to 
n me. !cannot imagine why the family was 

fo rejoiced at his return. If he h;td ijJent 
o;: his whole life abroad, I fhould have fup
... pofed they might rather have been thankful 
U than forrowful. However, I hope they do 

not think fo ill of him as I do. At leaft, I 
am fure they have too much prudence to 
make it known. 

Saturday night. 

We have been to the opera, and I an1 
~ fti ll more plea fed than I was on Tuefday. 

I could have: thought myfelf in paradife, 
but for the continual talking of the corn~ 
pany around me. We fat in the pit~ where 

1 D 3 every 
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every body was dreffed in _fo high ~ ftyle; 
that, if I had been lefs delighted wtth the 
performance, my eyes would have found 
me fuffi.cient entertainment from looking at 
the ladies. 

I was very glad I did not fit next the 
Captain, for he could not bear~ the mufic, 
or fingers, and was e~tremely grofs in his 
obfervations on both. When the opera was 
over, he went into a place called the coffee
Foom, where ladies as well as gentlemen 
affem ble. There are all forts of refre!h. 
ments, and the company walk about, and 
chat with the fame eafe and freedom as in 
a private room. 

On Monday we go to a ridotto, and on 
W ednefday we return to Howard Grove, 
':(he Captain fays he won't fray here to be 
fmoked ·with filth any longer; but, having 
been feven years fmoked with a burning fun, 
l}e will retire to the co~ntry, and fink into 
~[a.ir-weatber &bt~p, 

Adieu, my dear Sir. 



a! 
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L E T T E R XIII. 

E·velina in continuation. 

Tllefday, April 1 z. 
My dear Sir, 

W E came home from the ridotto fo 
late, or rather, fo early, that it was 

not poffible for rne to write. Indeed we did 
not go, you will be frightened to hear it,
till paft eleven o'clock: but nobody does . 

.. A .. terrible reverfe of the order of nature!. 
We ileep with the fun, and wake with the 
n1oon. 

The room was very magnificent, the 
lights and decorations were brilliant, and 

. the company gay and fplendid. But I 
fuould have told you. ~hat I made many 
objeCtions to being of the party:,. according 
to the refolution 1 had formed. However,. 
Maria laughed n1e out of n1y fcruples, and· 
fo, once again-! went to an affembly. 

Mifs Mirvan danced a minuet, but I hadi 
not the courage to follow her example. In: 
our walks I faw Lord Orville. He was quite· 
lone, but did not obferve us. Yet~ as he· 

[eemed of no party, I thought it was not 
impoffible that he might join us; and tho' I 
-did not mttch wiih to dance at all,-yet, as 1 
was more acq_uainted with him than.with any: 

D 4.· other· 
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other perfon in the room, I m~ft o~n I could 
not help thinking itwou~d be .mfu11~ely more 
ddirable to dance agam With h1m, than 
with an entire fl:ranger. To be fure, after 
all that had paffed, it was very ridiculous to 
fuppofe it even probable, that Lord Orville 
would again honour me with his choice; 
yet I am compelled to confefs my abfurdity, 
by way of explaining what follows. 

Mi{s Mirvan was foon engaged ; and, 
prefently after, a very fafhionable, gay
looking man, who feemed about 30 years 
of age, addreffed himfelf to me, ·and beg
ged to have the honour of dancing with 
n1e. Now Maria's partner was a gentleman 
of Mrs. Mirvan's acquaintance; for fhe had 
told us it was highly improper for young 
women to dance with !hangers, at any 
public aifembly. Indeed it was by no 
means my wifh fo to do ; yet I did not like 
to confine myfelf fron1 dancing at all ; nei
ther did I dare refufe this gentleman, as I 
had done Mr. Lovel, and then, if any ac
quaintance fhould offer, accept . him : and 
fo, all t~efe reafons combining, induced me 
to tell him-yet I blufh to write it to you ! 
-that I was already engaged; by which I 
meant to keep myfelf at liberty to dance or 
not, as matters fhould fall out. 

~ fuppofe my confcioufnefs betrayed my 
artifice, for he looked at me as if incredu

lous; 
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lous ; and, infread of being fatisfied with 
my anfwer, and leaving me, according to 
my expeCtation, he walked at my fide, and, 
with the greateft eafe imaginable, began a 
converfation, in the free ftyle which only 
belongs to old and intimate acquaintance. 
But, what was moft provoking, he aiked 
me a thoufand queftions concerning the 
partner to whom I was e11gaged. And, at 
lafr, he faid, '' Is it really pofiible that a 
n1an whom you have honoured with your 
acceptance, can fail to be at hand to profit 
from your goodnefs ?'' 

I felt extremely fooliih, and begged Mrs. 
Mirvan to lead to a. feat, which fhe very 
obligingly did. The Captain fa.t next her, 
and, to my great furprife, this gefuleman 
thought proper to follow!) and feat himfdf 
next ro me. 

" What an infenfible !" continued he, 
''why, Madam, you are milling the moft 
delightful dance jn the world ! The man 
muft be either mad, or a fool.-Vlhich do 
you incline to think him yourfelf ?" 

"Neither, Sir," anfwered I in fome .coa
fufion. 

He begged my pardon for the freedom 
of his fuppofition, faying, " I really was 
off my guard, from aftoniihment that any 
man can be fo much and fo unaccountably 
.lais own enemy. But where, Madam, can 

D 5 h~ 
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he poffibly be ?-ha~ h~ l~ft tre room?~ 
or has not he been In It ? 

"Indeed, Sir," faid I peeviihly,.'' I know 
nothing of him." 

"I don't wonder that you art difconcert· 
ed, Madam, it is really very provoking. 
The beft part of the evening w.ll be abfo
lutely loft. He deferves not that you fhould· 
wait for him.'' 

'' I do not, Sir," faid I, '' an1l I beg you 
not to-')· 

"Mortifying, indeed, Madam." interrupt
ed he, " a lady to wait for a gen1leman :-0 
fie !-carelefs fellow!-whatcandetainhim?. 
-Will you give me leave to fee< him ?" 

"If you pleafe, Sir," anfwe~d I, quite 
terrified left Mrs. Mirvan fhould attend to 
him, for fhe looked very muchfurprifed at 
feeing me enter into converfa:ion with a 
ftranger. 

"\Vith aU my heart,'' cried he; '~A pray 
what coat has he on ?'' 

'' Indeed I never looked at i1." 1 

" Out upon him !" cried he; ''What! 
aid he addrefs you in a coat not worth look
ing at ?-What a . fhabby wretch ! " 

Ho_w ridict~lous! I really collld not help 
laughmg, whtch, . I fear, enco'tlraged him, 
for he went on. 

~, Ch . a.rn:mg creature !-and can you 
reallY. bear Ill ufage with fo m\lck fweetnefs? 

~Can 



E: V E l1 r N . if ... ~ 59t 

;_Can you, like patience on a monument, fmile 
in the rnidft of difappointment ?-For my· 
part, though I am not the offended perfon, 
my indi5nation is fo great, that I long to 
kick the fellow round the room !-unlefs~
indeed,-(hefitating and looking earneftly 
at me,) unlefs, indeed-it is a partner. of 
your own creatilzg P'' 

I was dreadfully abaihed, and could not 
make any anfwer. 

'~ But no!" cried he, (again, and' with 
warmth,) "it cannot be that you are fo cru
el ! Softnefs itfelf is painted in your eyes :-
You cotld not, furely, have the barbarity 
io wahtcnly to trifle with my mifery.~" 

I turned away from this nonfenfe, with· 
real difg.1ft. Mrs. Mirvan faw my confu
fion, bw was perplexed what to think. of it, , 
and. I could not explain to her the caufe, . 
left the Captain ihould hear me. I there
fore pro?ofed to walk, fhe confented, and 
we all tofe ; but, would you believe it ? · 
this man had the affurance to rife too, and. 
walk cloCe by my fide, as if of my party!" 

'' Nov," cried he, "I hope we fhall fee · 
this ingrate.-ls that he ?"-pointing to an. 
old man, who was lame, "or that?" .And: 
in this rr1anner he afked n1e of whoever was 
old or ugly in the room. I made no · fort 
ef anfwc:r; and when he found that I was 
refolutelr filent) and walked on, as n1uch . 

· D 6_ as · 
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as I could without obferving him, he fud. 
denly fta~ped his foot, and cried out, in 
a paffion, "Fool ! idiot! booby ! " 

I turned haftily toward him: '' 0 Ma
dam," continued he, " forgive my vehe .. 
mence, but I am diftraB:ed to think there 
ihould exift a wretch who can flight a blef
fing for which I would forfeit my life!-
0 ! that I could but meet him 1-I would 
foon--But I grow angry : pardon me, 
Madam, my paffions are violent, and your 
injuries affect me!" 

I began to apprehend he was a madman, 
and ftared at him with the utmoft aftoniih
ment. " I fee you are moved, Madam,'' 
faid he, ''generous creature !-but don't 
be alarmed, I am cool again, I am indeed, 
-upon my foul I am,-I entreat you, moft 
lovely of mortals ! I entreat you to be eafy." 

''Indeed, Sir," faid I very feriouily, 
" I muft infift upon your leaving me ; you 
are qujte a {hanger to me, and I am both 
unufed, and averfe to your language and 
your manners." 

This feemed to have fon1e effect on him. 
He made me a low bow, begged my 
pardon, and vowed he would not for the 
world offend me. 
"T~en, Sir, you muft leave me "cried I. 
"I ' . an1 gone,. Madam, I am gone !" 

With . a n1oft tragtcal air ; and he marched 
away, 
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away, a quick pace, out of fight in a mo
n1ent; but before I had tirne to congratu
late myfelf, he was again at my elbow. 

''And could you really let me go, and not 
be iorry ?-Can you fee me fuffer torments 
inexpreffible, and yet retain all your favour 
for that tnifcreant who flies you ?-Ungrate
ful puppy !-I could baftinado him!" 

"For Heaven's fake, my dear," cried 
Mrs. Mirvan, "who is he talking of." 

" Indeed-! do not know, Madam," 
faid I, " but I wifh he would leave me." 

" YV.,.hat's all that there ?" cried the Cap. 
tain. 

The man made a low bow, and faid, 
"Only, Sir, a flight objeCtion which this 
young lady makes to dancing with me, and 
which I am endeavouring to obviate. I ihall 
think myfelf greatly honoured, if you will 
intercede for me.'' 

" That lady, Sir," faid the Captain cold-· 
ly, " is her own miftrefs." And he walked 
fullenly on. 

" You, Madam," faid the n1an, (who 
looked delighted, to Mrs. Mirvan,) '' you, 
I hope, will have the goodnefs to fpeak for 
In e." 

" Sir," anfwered !he gravely, " I have 
not the pleafure of being acquainted with 
you." 

'.'I hope when you have, Ma'am," cried 
he, 
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he, (undaunted.) "you will ho~our me 
with your approbation ; but, while I am 
yet unknown to you, it would be truly ge
nerous in you to countenance me ; and, I 
flatter myfelf, Madam, that you will not 
have caufe to repent it." 

Mrs. Mirvan, with an embarraffed air, 
replied, "I do not at all mean, Sir, to doubt 
your being a gentleman,-but,-" 

" But what, Madam ?-that d0ubt re. 
n1oved, why a but?" · 

"Well, Sir," faid Mrs .. Mirvan, (with 
a good-humoured fmile,) "I will even treat 
you with your own pla;r, efs, and try what 
effeB: that will have on you . I muft there
fore tell you, once for all,--" 

"0 pardon me, Madan1 P' interrupted he 
eagerly, "you tnuft not proceed with thofe 
words, once for: all; no, if T have been too 
plain, and though a man, deferve a rebuke, · 
remember, dear ladies, that if you cop)', 
you ought, in juftice, to excu.fe me." 

We both ftared at the man's ftrange be~ 
haviour. 

'' Be nobler than your fex," continued 
he, turning to me, '' honour me with one 
dance, and give up the inarate who has 
merited fo ill your patience.?, 
' Mrs. Mirvan looked with aftonifhment 
at us both. "Who does he fpeak ot~ my 
dear ?-you never n1entioned--" 

_1 -- ~~ · o. 
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c' 0 Madam !'' exclaimed he, " he was. 
not worth mentioning-it is pity he was 
ever thought of; but let us forget his 
exiftence. One dance is all I folicit ; per .. 
mit me, Madam, . the honour of this young
lady's hand; it will be a favour I fhall ever 
moft gratefully acknowledge." 

" Sir," anfwered fhe, " favours and 
ftrangers have with me no conneCtion " 

" If you have hitherto,'". faid he, " con-
fined your benevolence to your- intimate 
friends, fuffer me to be the firft for whom 
your charity is enlarged." 

" Well, Sir, I know not what to fay to 
you,-but-'' 
· He ftopt her but with fo many urgent 

entreaties, that fhe at laft told me, I n1uft 
either go down one dance, or avoid his. 
importunities by returning home. I hefi
tated which alternative to chufe; but this 
impetuous man at length prevailed, and I
was obliged to confent to dance with him. 

And thus was my deviation from truth 
punifhed; and . thus did this man's deter-:. 
mined boldnefs conquer. 

During the dance, before we were too 
much engaged in it for converfation, he 
was extremely provoking about my partner, 
and tried every means in his power to make 
1ne own that I had deceived him; which~ 
though I would not fo far humble myfelf 
as to acknowledge, was, indeed,_ but too 
obviou.s. Lord 
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Lord Orville, I fancy, did not dance at 

all; he feemed to have a large acquaint
ance, and joined feveral different parties: 
but you will eafily fuppofe I was not much 
pleafed to fee him, in a few minutes after 
I was gone, walk towards the place I had 
juft left, and bow to, and join Mrs. Mir
van! 

How unlucky I thought myfelf, that I 
had not longer withftood this ftranger's 
importunities j The moment we had gone 
down the dance, I w~s haftening away from 
him, but he ftopt me, and faid that I could 
by no means return to my party, without 
giving offence, before we had done our duty 
of walking up the dance. As I know no
thing at all of thefe rules and cuftoms, I 
was obliged to fubmit to his direCtions ; but 
I fancy I looked rather uneafy, for he took 
notice of my inattention, faying, in his 
free way, " Whence that anxiety ?-Why 
are thofe lovely eyes perpetually averted?" 

" I wif.h you would fay no more to me, 
Sir," (cried I peeviib.ly) " you have already 
deftroyed all my happineis for this even
ing." 

'' Good Heaven! what is it I have done? 
-How have I merited this fcorn ?" 

" You have tormented me to death; you 
have forced me from my friends, and in· 
truded yourfelf upon me, againft my will, 
for a partner.'~ 

~Surely, 
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" Surely, my dear Madam, we ought 

to be better friends, fince there feems to 
be fomething of fympathy in the franknefs 
of our difpofitions.-And yet, were you not 
an angel-how do you think I could brook 
fuch contempt?" 

'' If l have offended you, cried I, you 
have but to leave me-and 0 how I wifh 
you would!" 

" My dear creattlre," (faid he, half 
laughing) '' why where could you be edu
cated?" 

" Where I moft fincerely wifh I now 
was!" 

" I-Iow confcious you muft be, all beau.: 
tiful that you are, that thofe charming airs 
ferve only to heighten the bloom of your 
complexion !" 

" Your freedom, Sir, where you are 
more acquainted, may perhaps be lefs dif
agreeable; but to me--" 

" You do me j ufiice," (cried he, inter
rupting me) " yes, I do indeed improve 
upon acquaintance; you will hereafter be 
quite charmed with me." 

" Hereafter, Sir, I hope I fuall never-" 
" 0 hufh! -hufh !-have you forgot 

the fituation in which I found you ?-Have 
you forgot, that when deferted, I purfued 
you,-when betrayed, I adored you ?-but 
forrne-:'. 

" But ...,_ 
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H But for you, Sir, I might~ perhaps; 
have been happy.'' 

" What then, an1 I to conclude that, 
but for me, your partner woul~ have ap. 
peared ?-poor fellow !-and d1d my pre
fenft> awe him ? 

'' I wifi1 his prefence, Sir, could awe 
you!" 

'' I-Iis prefence !-perhaps then you fee 
him ?" 

" Perhaps, Sir, I do;" cried, I, quite 
wearied of his raillery. -
· "Where ?-where ?-for 1-Ieav.en's fake 
fhew me the wretch l ,, 

" Wretda, Sir?" -
'' 0, a very favage !-a fneaking, ih~me~ 

faced, defpicable puppy I" 
I know not what bewitched me-but 

my pride was hurt, and my fpirits were 
tired, and-in fhort-I had the folly, look· 
ing at Lord Orville, tO: repeat, " Defpica· 
hie, you think ?" 

His eyes inftantlyfollowed mine; ''Why, 
is that the gentleman ?" 

I made no anfwer; I could not affirm, 
an~ I could not deny ; for I hoped to be 
relteved fr01n his teizing, by his n1iftake. 

The very moment we had done what he 
called our duty, I eagerly defir~d to return 
~Mrs. Mirvan.. · 

~'To 
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" ' To your partner,.! prefume, Madam?,, 
faid he, very gravely. 

This quite confounded me; I dreaded 
left this mifchievous man, ignorant of his 
rank, fuould addrefs himfelf to Lord Or
vrlle, and fay fon1ething which might ex-. 
pofe my artifice. Fool! to involve myfelf 
in fuch difficulties f I now feared what I had 
before wi!hed, and, therefore, to avoid Lord 
Orville, I was obliged n1yfelf to propoft · 
going down another dance, though I was 
ready to fink with fuame while I fpoke. 

" But your partner, Ma'am ?" (faid he,'. 
affecting a very folemn air) " perhaps he 
may refent my detaining you : if you will 
give me leave to alk his confent--~ 

" Not for the univerfe." 
" Who is he, Madam ?'' 
I wifhed myfelf a hundred mile.s off. He 

repeated his queftion, ~' What is his 
Hame ?" 

"Nothing-nobody-I don't know.-,. 
He affumed a moft important folemnity;. 

,. How !-not know ?-Give me leave, 
my dear Madam, to recommend this caution 
to you ; Never dance in public with a... 
ftranger,-with one whofe name you are 
unacquainted with,-who may be a mere ad
venturer,-a man of no charatl:er,-confi
der to what impertinence you may e]Cpofe· 
rourfelf~ '~ 

Was 
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Was ever any thino- fo ridiculous ? I 
could not help laugh~g, in fpite of my 
vexation. 

At this inftant, l\1rs. Mirvan, followed 
by Lord Orvil.le, ~alked up to. us. You 
will eafily beheve It was not diflicult for 
me to recover my gravity ; but what was 
my coniternation, when this ftrange man, 
deftined to be the fcourge of my artifice, 
exclaimed, " Ha! my Lord Orville !-I 
proteft I did not know your Lord!hip. 
·what can I fay for my ufurpation ?-Yet, 
faith, my Lord, fuch a prize was not to be 
neglected." 

My fhame and confufion were unfpeak-' 
able. Who could have fuppofed or fore
feen that this man knew Lord Orville! But 
fallehood is not more unjuftifiable than \m
fafe. 

Lord Orville-well he might,-looked 
all amazement. 

" The philofophic coldnefs of your 
Lord!hip," continued this odious creature, 
" every n1an is not endowed with. I have 
t1fed my utmofi: endeavours to entertain this 
lady, though I fear without fuccefs; and 
your Lordihip would not be a little flatter
ed, if acquainted with the difficulty which 
attended my procuring the honour of only 
one dance." Then, turninO' to me who 
was finking with ihame, while Lo;d Or-

ville 
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ville ftood motionlefs, and Mrs. Mirvan 
aftonifhed,-he fuddenJy feized my hand, 
faying, " Think, my Lord, what muft be 
my reluCtance to refign this fair hand to 
your Lordfhip !'' 

In the fame inftant, Lord Orville took 
it of him; I coloured violently, and made 
an effort to recover it. " You do me too 
much honour, Sir, cried he," (with an air 
of gallantry, preffing it to his lips before he 
let it go) '' however, I fhall be happy to 
profit by it, if this lady," (turning to Mrs. 
Mirvan) " will permit me to feek for her 
party." 

To compel him thus to dance, I could 
not endure, and eagerly called out, " By 
no means,-not for the world !-I muft 
be~-'' 

' Will you honour me, Madam, with 
your commands," cried my tormentor ; 
" may I feek the lady's parry ?" 

" No, Sir," anfwered I, turning from 
him. 
· " What jhall be done, my dear," faid 
Mrs. Mirvan ? 

'' Nothing, Ma'am;- any thing, I 
mean-'' 

" But do you dance, or not? you fee 
his Lordfhip waits." 

" I hope not,-1 beg that~ I would not 
for the world~ I arp fure I opght to-to-'~ 

· l could 
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I could not fpeak ; but that 'Confident 
man, determined to difcover whether or 
not I had deceived him, faid -to Lord Or
ville, who ftood fufpended, "My Lord, 
this affair, which, at prefent, feems per
plexed, I will briefly explain ;-this lady · 
propofed ·to me another dance,-nothing 
could have made me tnore happy-I only 
·wifhed for your L·ordfhip's permiffion, 
which, if now granted, will, I am per
fuaded, . fet every thing right." 

I glowed with indignation. "No, Sir...
It is your abfence, and that alone, can fet 
every thing right." 

" For Heaven's fake, my dear," (cried 
Mrs. Mirvan, who could no longer contain 
her furprife,) " ·what does all this mean? 
--were you pre-engaged ?-had Lord Or
ville--" 

" No, Madam, cried I,-only-only I 
did not know that gentleman,-and fo,
and fo I thought-! intended-!-" 

Overpowered by all that l1ad- paffe~, I 
bad not. ftrength to make my mortifying 
explanatiOn ;-my fpirits quite failed me, 
.and I burft into tears. 

They all feemed fuocked and amazed . 
. " What is. the ma~ter, my deareft love?" 

-cned Mrs. M1rvan, With the kind eft concern. 
"What have I done?" exclaimed my evil 

.genius, and ran o~cioufiy for a glafs of water. 
However, a hint ·was fufficient for Lord 

Orville, 
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Orville, who comprehended all I would 
have explained. He immediately led me to 
a feat, and faid, in a low voice, "Be not 
diftreffed, I befeech you ; I fhall ever think 
my name honotued by your making ufe of 
it." 

This politenefs relieved n1e. A general 
murmur had alarmed Mifs Mirvan, who 
flew inftantly to n1e; while Lord Orville, 
the moment Mrs. Mirvan had taken the 
water, led my tormenter away. 

"For Heaven's fake, dear Madam," 
cried I, "let me go home,-indeed I can
not ftay here any longer." 

"Let us all go," cried my kind Maria. 
"But the Captain-what will he fay ?....; 

I had better go home in a chair." 
Mrs. Mirvan confented, and I .rofe to 

depart. Lord Orville and that man both 
came to n1e. The firft, with an attention I 
had but ill merited from him, led me to a 
chair, while the other followed, peftering 
n1e with apologies. I wiihed to have made 
n1ine to Lord Orville, but was too much. 
afhamed. 

It was about one o'clock. Mrs. Mir
van's fervants faw me home. 

And now,-what again :fhall ever tempt 
me to an affembly ? I dread to hear what 
you will think of n1e, my moft dear and 
honoured Sir: you will need your utmoft 

partiality 
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partiality, to receive me without difplea4 

fure. 
This morninO' Lord Orville has fent to 

enquire after o~r healths: and ?ir Clement 
Willoughby, for that, I find, IS the name 
of my perfecutor, has called: but I would 
not go down ftairs till he was gone. 

And now, my dear Sir, 1 can fomewhat 
account for the ftrange, provoking, and ri .. 
diculous conduCt of this Sir Clement laft 
night; for Mifs Mirvan fays, he is the very 
man with whom fhe heard Lord Orville 
converfing at Mrs. Stanley's, when I was 
fpoken of in fo mortifying a manner. He 
was pleafed to fay he was glad to hear I 
was a fool, and therefore, I fuppofe, he 
concluded he might talk as much nonfenfe 
as he pleafed to me : however, I am very 
indifferent as to his opinion ;-but for 
Lord Orville,-if then he thought me an 
idiot, now, I am fure, he muft fuppofe me 
both bold and prefuming. Make ufe of 
his nan1e !-what impertinence !-he can 
never know how it happened,-he can only 
imagine it was from an excefs of vanity:
well, however, I fhall leave this bad city 
to-morrow, and never again will I enter 
it! 

The Captain intends to take us to-night 
to the Fantocini. I cannot bear that Cap .. 
tain; I can give you no idea how grofs !1e 

lS. 
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* is. I heartily rejoice that he was not pre
fent at the difagreeable conclufion of yefter
day's adventure, for I am fure he would 

~ have contributed to my confufion; which 
might perl1aps have diverted him, as he 

.. feldom or never fmiles but at fame other 
perfon's expence. 

And here I conclude my London letters,· 
-and without any regret, for I am too in
experienced and ignorant to conduct my-

r. felf with propriety in this town, where every 
thing is new to me, and many things are 

1 unaccountable and perplexing. • 
Adieu, my dear Sir; Heaven reftore me 

fafely to you ! I ~ifh I was to go imme
diately to Berry Hill ; yet the wifh is un
grateful to Mrs. Mirvan, and therefore I 
will reprefs it. I fhall write an account of 
the Fantocini f~om Ho ward Grove. V T e 
have not been to half the public places that 

· are now open, though I dare fay you will 
{1 think we have been to all. But they are 
·· almoft as innu-merable as the perfons wh 
£11 them. 

OL. I. E LETTE 
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LETTER XIV. 

Evelina in continuation. 

~een-Ann-ftreet, April 13. 

How tnuch will you be furprifed, my 
deareft Sir, at receiving another let. 

ter from London of your Evelina's writing! 
But, Believe me., it was not my fault, 
neither is it my happinefs, that I am frill 
here : our journey has been poftponed by 
an accident equally unexpeCted and dif. 
agreeable. 

We went laft night to fee the Fantocini, 
where we had infinite entertainment from 
the performance of a little comedy, in 
French and Italian, by puppets, fo admi
rably managed, that they both aftoni!hed 
and diverted us all, except the Captain, 
who has a fixed and m oft prejudiced hatred 
of what ever is not Engliih. 

' When it was over, while we waited for 
the coach, a tall elderly won1an brufbed 
quickly paft us, calling ·out, " My God! 
what ihall I do?" 

" Why what wculd you do," cried the 
Captain. 

,, 71,.,. fi . " I .1v.J.a oz, Manfieur," anfwered fhe, 
have loft my company, and in this place I 
don't know nobody.'~ \ 

There 
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1~here was fomething foreign in her ac
cent, though it was difficult to difcover 
whether fhe was an Engliih or a French 
woman. She was very well dreffed, and 
feemed fo entirely at a lofs what to do, that 

~ Mrs. Mirvan propofed to the Captain to 
[ri affift her. 

"' Affift her!" cried he, " ay, with all. 
my heart; -let a link-boy c~ll her a 

• coach." 
There was not one to be had, and it 

rained very faft. , 
" Mon Dieu," exclaimed the ftranger, 

"what .fhall become of me? Je fuis. au dif
efpoir." 

'' Dear Sir," criec~ Mifs Mirvan, '' pray 
let us take the poor !:1dy into our coach. 
She is quite alone, and a foreigner.-" 

"She's never the better for th~t'' anfwered 
he: " !he may be a woman of the town, 

' for any thing you know." . 
'' She does not appear fuch,'' faid Mrs.' 

Mirvan, " and indeed !he feems fo much 
diftreffed, that we fhall but follow the ~ol
den rule, if we carry her to her lodgings." 

" You are mighty fond of new acquaint-· 
ance," returned he, " but firft let 11s kno\y 
if fhe be going our way/' 

Upon enquiry, we found that ilie lived 
in Oxford Road, .and, after fome difput!ng, 
the Captain, furlily, and with a verYi bad 

E 2 g~ace, 
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crace, confented to admit her into his 
~oach ; though he fc;>on convinced us, that 
he was determined ilie :ibould not be too 
m uch obliged to him, for he feemed ab
folutely bent upon quarrelling with her: 
tor which ftrange inhofpitality, I can affign 
no other reafon, than that ilie appeared to 
be a foreigner. 

The converfation began, by her telling 
us, that ihe had been in England only two 
days; that the gentlemen belonging to her 
·were Parifians, and had left her, to fee for 
a hackney-coach, as her own carriage was 
abroad; and that fhe had waited for them 
till ihe was quite frightened, and concluded 
that they had loft themfel ves. 
· " And pray," faid the Captain, " why 

d id you go to a public place without an 
Engliiliman ?" " 

" Ma foi, Sir," anfwered fhe, " becaufe 
none of my acquaintance is in town." 

" \Vhy then," faid he, " Ill tell you 
what; your beft way is to go out of it 
yoi.1rfelf." 
. " Pardi, Jvlon.fieur," returned ibe, " and 
fo I fhall; for, I promife you, I think the 
Englifh a parcel of brutes ; anel I'll go 
back to Fratfce as faft as I can, for I would 
not live among none of you." . 

" Who wants you?" cried the Captain, 
~'do you fuppofe, Madam French, we have 

not 
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not enough of other nations to pick our 
pockets already ? I'll warrant you, there'i 
no need for you for to put in your oar." 

" Pick your pockets, Sir ! I wifh nobody
wanted to pick your pockets no tnore than 
I do ; and I'll pron1ife you, you'd be fafe 
enough. But there's .no nation under the 
fun can beat the Englifh for ill-politen.efs: 
for my part, I hate the very fight of them~ 
and fo I fh all only jufl: vifit a perfor:. ,of 
quality or two, of my particular acquaint
ance, and then I !hall go back again to 

. France." 
" Ay, do," cried he, " and then go 

to the devil togethet, for that's the fitteft 
voyage for the French and the quality." 

" We'll take care, however," cried the 
ftranger, . with great vehemence, '' not to 
admit none of your vulgar, unmannered 
Englifh among us." 

" 0 never fear," (returned he coolly.) 
" we ihan't difpute the point with you ; 
you and the quality may have the devil all 
to yourfelves." 

Defirous of changing the fubjeCl: of a 
converfation which now became very alarm
ing, Mifs Mirvan called out, " Lord, how 
flow the man drives!" 

" Never mind, Moll," faid her father,' 
'' I'll warrant you he'll drive faft enoug~ to-

E 3 mJrrow, 

.,--... --
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morrow~ ·when you're going to Howard 
Grove." 

" To Howard Grove!" exclaimed the 
:fl:ranger; " why, m(jn Dieu, do you know 
Lady Howard ?'' 

H \Vhy, what if we do?" anfwered he, 
· '' that's nothing to you ; ihe's none ofyottr 
quality, I'll promife you." 

" Who told you that ?" cried lhe, " you 
don't know nothing about the matter; be
fides, you're the ill-bredeft perfon ever I 
fee ; and as to your knowing Lady How
ard, I don't believe ~o fuch a thing; tm~ 
lefs, indeed, you are her fl:eward." 

The Captain, [wearing terribly, faid, 
with great fury, "you would much fooner 
be taken for her wafh-woman." 

" Her wa!h-woman, indeed !-Ha, ha, 
ha !-why you han't no eyes ; did you ever 
fee a wa!h-woman in fuch a gown as this? 
-befides, I'm no fuch mean perfon, for 
I'n1 as good as lady Howard, and as rich 
too; and befides, l'm now c .me to Eng
land to vifit her." 

" You may finre yourfelf that there 
~ trouble,'' faid the Captain, '~ fhe has pau
. pers em~ugh about her already." 

'' Paupers, Mr. !-no more a pauper 
than yourfelf, no~ fo much neither ;-but 
you '-re a low, dtrty fellow, and I fhan't 
fioop to take no more notice of you." 

" Dirty 



E V E L I N A.' 79 

"Dirty fellow !"(exc1aimed the Captain, 
feizing both her wrifts) '' hark you, Mrs. 
Frog, you'd beft hold your tongue, for I 
1nuft make bold to tell you, if you don't, 
that I fhall make no ceremony of tripping 
you out of the window ; and there you may 
lie in the mud till fome of your Monfeers 
come to help you out of it." 

Th~ir encreafing paffion quite terrified 
us; and Mrs. Mirvan was beginning to 
remonftrate with the Captain, when we 
were all filenced by what follows. 

" Let me go, villain that you are, let me 
go, or I'll promife you I'll get you put to 
prifon for" this ufage ; I'm no con1mon per
'fon, I aifure you, and, ma foi, I'll go to 
Juftice Fielding about you; for I'm a per
fan of fa!hion, and I'll make you know it, 
or my name i' n't Duval." 

I heard no more ; amazed, frightened, 
and unipeakably ihocked, an involuntary 
exclamation of Gracious /-leaven! efcaped 
me, and, more dead than alive, I funk into 
Mrs. Mirvan's arms. But let me draw a 
veil over a fcene too cruel for a heart fo · 
compaffionately tender as yours ; it is fuf
ficient that you know this fuppofed fo
reigner proved to be Madame Duval,-the 

. grandmother of your Evelina ! 
0, Sir, to difcover fo near a relation in a 

woman who had thus introduced herfelf !-
E. 4 what 
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what would become of me, were it not for 
you, my: proteCtor, my friend, and my re. 
fuge? 

My extreme confern, and Mrs. Mirvan's 
furprife, immediately betrayed me. But 
I will not £hock you with the manner of her 
acknowledging me, or the bitternefs, the 
grofsnefs-1 cannot otherwife exprefs myfelf, 
-with which !he fpoke of thofe unha,ppy 
paft tranfaCtions you have fo pathetically ' 
related to me. All the mifery of a much
injured parent, dear, though never feen, 
regretted, though never known, crowded fo 
forcibly upon my memory, that they -ren
dered this interview-one only excepted
the moft affliCting I can ever know. 
· When we ftopt at her lodgings, ihe de

fired me to accompany her into the houfe, 
and faid ihe could eafily procure a room for 
me to fieep in. Alarmed and trembling, I 
turned to Mrs. Mirvan. " My daughter, 
Madam/' fa id that f weet woman, " cannot 
fo abruptly part with her young friend; 

~ you muH: allow a little time to wean them 
from each other." 

" Pardon 1ne, Ma'am",'' anfwered Ma
dame Duval, (who, from the time of her 
being known, fomewhat foftened her man
ners) " Mifs can't poffibly be f<l nearly con· 
nected to this child as I am." 

~· No matter for that," cried the Cap
tain, 



~ V E L I N A~ S.x 

tain, who efpoufed my caufe to fatisfy his 
own pique, though an awkward apology 
had paffed between them) " !he was fent to 
us, and fo, d'ye fe.e, we don't chufe for to 
part with her." · - i • 

I promifed to wait upon her at what time 
:fhe pleafed the next day, and, after a !hort 
pebate, fhe defired me to breakfaft with her, 
and we proceeded to ~1een-Ann-ftreet. 
• What an unfortunate adventure ! I could 
not clofe my eyes the whole night. A thou
fand times I wi!hed I had never left Berry 
I-1ill; however, my return thither fhall be 
accelerated . to the utmoft of my power ; 
~nd, once more in that abode of tranq ull 
happineis, I will fuffer no temptation to al. 
lure me elfewhere. 

Mrs. Mirvan was fo kind as to accom..: 
pany me to Madame Duval's houfe thi!; 
morning. The Captain, too, offered his 
fervice, which I declined, from a fear fhe 
fuould fuppofe I meant to infult her. 

She frowned moft terribly upon Mrs. 
Mirvan, but 1he received me with as much 
tendernefs · as I believe fhe is capable of. 
feeling. Indeed, our tneeting feems really 
to have affected her ; for when, overcotne· 
by the variety of emotions. which the fight 
of her occafioned, . I almoft fainted in her 
arms, fhe burft into tears, and faid, '' Let 
me not lofe my poor daughter a fecon.d 

E 5 timeJH 
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time!" This unexpected humanity foftened 
me extremely ; but :lbe very foon excited 
my warmeft indignation, by the ungrateful 
mention fhe made of the beft of men, my 
dear, and moft generous benefactor. How
ever, grief and anger muttlally gave way to 
terror, upon her avowing the intention of 
her vifiting England was to make me re
turn with her to France. This, fhe faid, 
was a plan fhe had forn1ed from the inftant 
1he had heard of my birth, which, fhe pro
tefted, did not reach her ears till I muft have 
been twelve years of age; but Monfieur 
Duval, who, ibe declared, was the worft 
huiband in the world, would not permit 
her to do any thing Ihe wifhed : he had 
been dead but three months, which had 
been employed in arranging certain affairs, 
that were no fooner fettled, than Ihe fet off 
for England. She was already out of 
mourning, for fhe faid nobody here could 
tell how long fhe had been a widow. 

She rnuft have been married very early 
1n life; what her age is, I do not know, 
but fhe really looks to be lefs than fifty. 
She dreffes ver~ gaily, paints very high, and 
the traces of former beauty are ftill very 
vifible in her face. 
· I know not · when, or how, this vifit 
would have ended, had not the Captain 
ca·lletl for Mrs. Mirvan, and abfolutely in-

fifted 
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1Hted upon my attending her. He is be
come, very fuddenly, fo warmly my friend, 
that I quite dread his officioufnefs. Mrs. 
Mirvan, however, whofe principal ftudy 
feems to be healing thofe wounds which her 
hufband infliR:s, appeafed Madame Du
val's wrath, by a very polite invitation to 
drink tea and fpend the evening here. Not 
without great difficulty was the Captain 
prevail d upon to defer his journey fome 
time longer; but what could be done? it 
would have been indecent for me to have 
quieted town the very inftant I difcovered 
that Madame Duval was in it; and to have 
ftayed here iolel y under her protection-

& Mrs. Mirvan, thank I-Ieaven, was too kind 
• for fuch a thought. That fue ihould fol

low us to Howard Grove, I almoft equally 
. dreaded ; it is, therefore, determined that 

we remain in London for fome days, or a 
week: though the Captain has declared that 
the old French hag, as he is plea fed to call 

r: her, Ihall fare never the better for it. 
JYfy only hope, is to get fafe to Berry 

fiill ; where, counfelled and fheltered by 
you, I fhall have nothing more to fear. 
Adieu, n1y ever dear and moft honoured 
Sir ! I ihall have no happinefs till I am 

1 again with you ! 

E 6 LETTER 
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LETTER XV. 

Mr. Villars to Evelina. 

Berry Hill, Aprilt6. 

I N the belief and hope that n1y Evelina 
would ere now have bid adieu to Lon

don, I had intended to have deferred writ
ing, till I heard of her return t.o Howard 
Grove; but the letter I have th1s moment 
received, with intelligence of Madame 
Duval's arrival in- England, demands an 
immediate anf wer. 

Her journey hither equally grieves and 
alarms me : how much did I pity my child, 
when I read of a difcovery at once fo un .. 
expeCted and nnwiihed! I have long dread· 
ed t-his meeting and its confequence; to 
claim you, feems naturally to follow ac
knowledging you: I am well acquainted 
with her difpofition, and have for many 
years forefeen the conteft which now threat
~ns us. 

Cruel as are the circumftances of thi3 
affair, you mufl: not, my love, fuffer it to 
deprefs your fpirits; remember, that while 
li!e is lent me, I will devote it to your fer
vice ; and, for future time, I will make 
fuch provifion as fhall feetn to me moft 
conducive to your future happinds. Se-

cure· 
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cu.re of my protection, and relying on my 
tendernefs, let no apprehenuons of Madan1e 
Duval difturb your peace; conduct your
felf towards her with all the refpect and 
·deference due to fo near a relation, remem
bering always, that the failure of duty on 
he'!" part, can by no means j uftify any ne.! 
glect on yours : indeed, the more forcibly 
you are ftruck with improprieties and mif
cond uct in another~ the greater fhould be 
your obfervance and diligence to avoid even 
the ihadow of fin1ilar errors. Be careful, 
therefore, that no remiffnefs of attention, 
no indifference of obliging, make known 
to her the independence I affure you of; 
but when fue fixes the time for her leaving 
England, truft to me the tafk of refufing 
your attending her: difagreeable to myfelf 
I ewn it will be, yet to you, it would be 
improper, if not impuffible. 

In regard to her opinion of n1e, I am 
more forry than furprifed at her determined 
blindnefs ; the palliation which .fhe feels the 
want of, for her own conduct, leads her to 
feek for failings in all who were concerned 
in thofe unhappy tranfactions which fhe ha 
fo much reafon to lament. And this, as it 
is the caufe, fo we muft, in fome meafure, 
confider it as the excufe of her invete
racy. 

How grateful to me are your wi!hes t 
return . 
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return to Berry Hill! your lengthened fray
in London, and the diffipation in which I 
find you are involved,_ fill me with uneafi
nefs: I mean not, however, that I would 
have you fequefter yourfelf from the party 
to which you belong,_ fince Mrs. Mirvan 
might thence infer a repr0of w hi eh your 
youth and her kindnefs would render jnex
cufable. l will not, therefore, enlarge up
on this fubjeCt, but content myfelf with 
telling you, that I fhall heartily rejoice when 
I hear of your fafe anival at Ho ward Grove,. 
for which place I hope you will be prepar
ing at the tin1e you receive this letter. 

I cannot too much thank you, my beft 
Evelina, for the minutenefs of your com
munications ; continue to me this indul .. 
gence, for I fuould be miferable if in igno
rance of your proceedings. 

How new to you is the fcene of life in 
which you are now engaged,-balls-p1ays 
-operas-ridottos-Ah, my child! at your 

. return hither, how will you bear the change r· 
My heart trembles for your future tian
quillity.-Yet I will hope every thing from 
the unfullied whitenefs of your foul, and the 
native livelinefs of your difpofition. 

I am fure I need not f,y, how nJuch more 
I was pleafed with the ~ · ftakes of your in
experience at the priva~.e ball, than with 

e attempted adoption of more fafuionable 
mannas 
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manners at the ridotto. But your confufion 
and n1ortifications were fuch as to entirely 
filence all reproofs on n1y part. 

I hope you will fee no more of Sir Cle
ment Willoughby, whofe converfation and 
boldnefs are extremely difguftful to me. I 
was gratified by the good-nature of Lord 
Orville, upon your making ufe of his name, 
but I hope you will never again put it to. 

t fuch a trial. 
Heaven blefs thee, tny dear child, and 

grant that neither misfortune nor vice may 
ever rob thee of that gaiety of heart which, 
refulting from innocence, while it confti .. 
tutes you.r own, contributes alfo to the feli
city of afl who know you! 

AR THUR V ILLARS. 

LETTER XVI. 

Evelina to the Rev. Mr. Pillars. 

~een-Ann-ftreet, Thurfday morning, April 1~ •. 

BE F 0 R E our dinner was over yefter
day, Madame Duval came to tea: 

though it will leffen your furprife, to hear 
that it was near five o'clock, for we never 
dine till the day is aln1oft over. She was 
afked into another room, while the table was .. 

cleared, 
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cleared, and then was invited to partake of 
the defert. 

She was attended by a French gentleman, 
whom £he introduced by th~ name of Mon
fieur Du Bois:.. Mrs. Mirvan received them 
both with her ufual polirenefs ; but the 
Captain looked very much difpleafed, and, 
after a fuort !Hence, very fternly faid to 
Madame Duval, " Pray who afked . you to 
bring that there fpark with you ?" 

'' 0," cried fue, " I never go no-where 
without him." 

Another iliort filence enfued, which was 
terminated by the Captain's turning roughly 
to the foreigner, and faying, " Do you 
know, Monfeer, that you're the firft French
man I ever let come into my houfe ?" 

Monfieur Du Bois made a profound bow. 
He fpeaks no Englifu, and underftands it 
fo imperfeCtly, that he might, poffibly, 
imagine he had received a compliment. 

Mrs. Mirvan endeavoured to divert the 
~aptain's ill-humour, ~y ftarting new fub
JeCts ; but he left to her all the trouble of 
fupporting them, and leant 'back in his 
chair in gloomy filence, except when any 
opportunity offered of uttering fome farcafm 
upon the French. F indinO' her efforts to 
render th.e evening agreeabk were fruitlefs, 
Mrs. M1rvan propoied a party to Rane
lagh. Madame Duval joyfully confented 

tO 
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· to it, and the Captain, though he railed 
againft the diffi pation of the women, did not 
oppofe it, and therefore Maria and I ran 
up ftairs to drefs ourfelyes. 

Before we were ready, word was brought 
us, that Sir Clement Willoughby was in 
the drawing-room. He introduced himfelf 
under the pretence of enquiring after all 
our healths, and entered the room with the 
eafy air of an old acquaintance ; though 
Mrs. Mirvan confeffes that he feemed em-

. barraffed, when he found how coldly he 
was received, not only by the Captain, but 
by herfelf. 

I was extremely difconcerted at the 
thoughts of feeing this man again, and did 
not go down ftairs till I was called to tea. 
He was then deeply engaged in a difcourfe 
tlpon French manners with Madame Duv~l 
and the Captain, and the fubjeft feemed fo 
entirely to engrofs him, that he did not, at 
firft, obferve my entrance into the room. 
Their converfation was fuppqrted with 
great vehemence; the Captain roughly 
maintaining the · fuperiority of the Engli.!h 
in every particular, and Madame Duval 
warmly refufmg to allow of it in any; while 
Sir Clement exerted all his powers of argu
ment and of ridicule to fecond and ftrength .. 
en whatever was advanced by the Captain: 
for he had the fagacity to difcover, that pe 

could 
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could tak e no method fo effeCtual for mak; 
ing the mafter of the houfe his friend, as 
to make M adame Duval his enemy :. and 
indeed, in a very ihort time, he had reafon 
to congratulate himfelf upon ~is fuccefsful 
d ifcer nn1ent. 

As foon as he faw me, he made a moft 
refpettful bow, and hoped I had not fuf· 
fered from the fatigue of the ridotto : I 
n1ade no other anfwer than a flight inclina-

, tion of the head, for I was very much 
afuamed of that w.hole affair. He then re
turned to the d~fputants, where he managed 
the argument fo ikilfully, at once provok
ing Madame Duval, and de 'ighting the 
Captain, that I could not forbear admiring 
his addrefs, though f condemned his fub
tlety. Mrs. Mirvan, dreading fuch violent 
antagonifts, attempted frequently to change 
the fubjeB:; and fhe might have fucceeded, 
but for the interpofition of Sir Clement, 
who would not fuffer it to be given up, and 
fupported it with fuch humour and fatire, 
that he feems to have won the Captain's 
heart; though their united forces fo enraged 
and overpowered Madame Duva.l, that tl1e. 
really trembled with paffion. 

I was very glad when Mrs. Mirvan faid 
it was time to be gone.. Sir Clement aroie 

· t~ tak~ l~a ve;. but the Captain very cor
-dlally 1nvaed lum to join our party : he had 

an 
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an engagement, he faid, but would give it 
up to have that pleafure. 

Some little confufion enfued in regard to 
our manner of fetting off: Mrs. Mirvan 
offered Madame Duval a place in her coach,. 
and propofed that we four females fhould 
go all together: however, this fhe rejected~ 
declaring fhe would by no means go fo far 
without a gentleman, and wondering fo 
polite a lady could make fo Englifh a 
propofal. Sir Clement Willoughby faid · 
his chariot was waiting at the door, and 
begged to know if it could be of any 
ufe. It was,. at laft, decided, that a hack .. 
ney-coach ihould be called for Monfieur 

, Du Bois and Madame Duval, in which the 
:Captain, and, at his requeft, Sir Clement~ 
went alfo ; Mrs. and Mifs Mirvan and I 

· had a peaceful and comfortable ride by our
felves. 

I aoubt not but they quarrelled all 
the way; for when we met at Ranelagh. 
every one feemed out of humour: and., 
though we joined parties, poor Madame 
Duval was avoided as much as poffible by 
all but me. 

The room . was fo very much crowded,, 
that, but for the uncornmon affiduity of Sir· 
Clement Willoughby, we .fhould not have· 
been able to ~rocure a box (which is the· 

name 
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name O'iven to the arched receffes that are 

· appropriated for tea-parties) till half the 
company had retired. As we were taking 
poifdlion of our places, fame ladies of Mrs. 
Mirvan's acquaintance ftopped to fpeak to 
her, and perfuaded her to take a round with 
them. When fhe returned to us, what 

. was my furprife, to fee that Lord Orville 
had joined her party ! 'The ladies walked 
on; Mrs. Mirvan feated herfelf, and made 
a flight, though refpefrful, invitation to 
Lord Orville to drink his tea with us, 
which, to my no fmall confternation, he 
accepted. 

. I felt a confufion unfpeakable at again 

. feeing him, from the recolleCtion of the ri· 
dotto ad venture ~ nor did my fituation Ief. 
fen it, for I was feated between Madame 
Duval and Sir Clement, who feemed as 
little as myfelf to defire Lord Orville's pre
fence. Indeed, the continual wrangling and 
ill-breeding of Captain Mirvan and Ma. 
dame Duval, made me blufh that I belong· 
ed to them. And poor Mrs. Mirvan and 
her amiable daughter had frill lefs reafon to 
be fatisfied. 

A general filence enfued af[er . he was 
feated : his appearance, from different mo· 
tives, gave a \.lniverfal reftraint to every 
body. What his own reafons were for ho· 

nouring 
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nouring us 1with his company, I cannot 
imagine, unlefs, indeecl, he had a curiofity 
to know whether I fhould invent any new 
impertinence concerning him. 

The firft fpee~h was made by Madan1e 
Duval, who faid, " It's quite a £hocking 
thing to fee ladies come to Co gent,eel a place 
as Ranelagh with hats on; it has a man

, il:rous vulgar look : I can't think what they 
wear them for. There's no fuch a thing 
to be feen in Paris." 

'' Indeed," cried Sir Clement, '' I muft 
o'wn n1yfelf no advocate for hats ; I am 
forry the ladies ever invented or adopted fo 
tan~alizing a faihion ; for, where there is 
beauty, theyonlyferve to fhade it, and where 
there is none, to excite a moft unavailing 
curiofity. I fancy they_ were originally worn 
by fame young and wliimfical coquet.". 

" More likely," anfwerea the Captain, 
" they were invented by fome wrinkled ol~ 
hag, who'd a mind for to keep the young 
fellows in d1ace, let them be never fo 
weary." . . , 

" I don't .know what you may do i.n 
England," cr~ed Madame Duval, " but I 
know in Paris no woman needn't be at fudi 
a trouble as that, tp 'be taken. very genteel 

tl notice of, · 
1 

" W'h.y, will you pretend for to fay,'' r~~· 
t turned the Captain, ~' that they don't dif:.. 

tinguifh 

\ 
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tinguiih the old from the young there as 
well as here ? " 

" They don't make no diftin~uifhments 
at all," faid fhe; '' they're vattly too po· 
lite." 

'' More fools · they ! " cried the Captain, 
fneeringly. :.. 

" Would to Heaven,, cried Sir Cle· 
ment, " that, for our own fakes, we Eng
lifumen too were bleft with fo accommo
dating a blindnefs !" 

" Why the devil do you make fuch a 
prayer as that ?" demanded the Captain : 
'' them are the firft foolifh words I've heard 
you fpeak; but I fuppofe you're not much 
ufed to that fort of work. Did you ever 
make a prayer before, fince you were a 
fn.iveler ?" 

'' Ay, now," cried Madame Duval, 
"that's another of the unpoliteneffes of you 
Englifu, to go to talking of fuch things as 
that : now in Paris, nobody never fays no· 
thing about reljgion, no more than about 
politics." 

'' Why then," anfwered he, " it's a fign 
they take no more care of their fouls, than 
of their country, and fo both one and t'o
ther go to old Nick." 

" Well, if they do," faid :the;" who's 
the wo~fe, ~o,long as _they don't fay nothing 
about 1t ? It s the t1refomeft thing in the 

3 world 
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world to be always talking of them fort of 
things, and nobody that's ever been abroad 
troubles their lieads about them." 

" Pray then," cried the Captain, " fince 
you know fo much of the matter, be fo good 
as to tell us what they do trouble their heads 
about ?-hay, Sir Clement! ha'n,'t we a 
right to know that n1uch ?" • 

'' A very comprehenfive queftion," faid 
Sir Clem~nt, " and I expect much inftruc
tion from the lady's anfwer." 

" Come, Madam," continued the Cap,
tain, " never flinch ; fpeak at once ; don't 
ftop for thinking." 

" I affure you I an1 not going," anfwered 
· 1he; " for as to what they do do, why 

they've enough to do, I promife you, what 
with one thing or another." . 

~ . '' But what, what do they do, thefe fa
mm.ls Monfters .2" demanded the Captain ; 
" can't you tell us ? do theY. game ?-or 
dr.inkl-or fiddle ?-or are they jockies ?
or do they fpend all their time in flummer
ing old women ? " 

" As to that, Sir,-but indeed I !han't 
trouble myfelf to anfwer fuch a parcel of 
low queftions, fo don't afk me no more 
about it." And then, to my great vexa

" tion, turning to Lord Orv~lle, fhe faid, 
ne~< Pray, Sir, was you ever in Paris?" 

He only bowed. 
''And 
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" And pray, Sir, how di.d you li~e · id" 
This comprehenfive queibon, as S1r Cle

ment would have called it, though it made 
him fmile, alfo made him hefitate; how
ever, his anfwer was exprefiive of his ap-
probation. 

" I thought you would like it, Sir, be-
caufe you look fo like a gentleman. ~s to 
the Captain, and as · to that other gentle
man, why they rnay very well not like what 
th~y don't, know : for I fuppofe, Sir, you 
was never abroad ?" 

'' Only three years, Ma'~m," anfwered 
Sir Clen1ent, drily. ' 

" W el1, t:nat's very furprifing! I iliould 
never have thought it: however, I dare fay 
you only kept company with the Engliih." 

" Why pray, who Jhould he keep com
pany with ?~' cried the Captain : " what, I 
f uppofe you 'u have him afhamed of his own 
nation~ like fome other people, not a thou
fand miles off, on purpofe to make his own 
nation aihamed of him?'' 

" I'm fure it wou'd be a very good· thing 
if you'd go abroad yourfelf." · 

'' ' How will you make out that, hay, 
Madam ? come, pleafe to tell • n1e, where 
wou'd be the good of that ?" . 

~' W~ere! why a great deaL They'd 
make q tute another perfon of you " 

~ . !~ :What, I fuppofe you'd have. me learn 
t~ 
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t to cut capers ?-and drefs like a monkey?-
( -and palaver in French gibberifh ?--hay, 

i would you ?-And powder, and daub, and 
, make myfelf up, like fome other folks ?,. 
:, " I would have you learn to be more 

politer, Sir, and not to talk to ladies in 
fuch a rude,. old-fafhion way as this. You, 

.\ Sir, as have been in Paris" (again addreff
ing herfelf to Lord Orville) " can tell this 
Engliili gentleman how he'd be defpifed, if 

· he was to talk in fuch an ungenteel manner 
~s this, before any foreigners. Why there 

· is n't a hair-dreffer, nor a !hoe-maker, nor 
nobody, that would n't bluih to be in your 

~ company." · 
. " Why look ye, Madam," anfwered the 
Captain, " as to your hair-pinchers and 
.ihoe-blacks, you may puff off their man
~ers, and welcome; and I ..an1 heartily glad 

bYOU like 'em fo well ; but as to n1e, fince 
1 you muft needs n1ake fo free of your advice,, 
ti muft e'en tell you, I never kept company 
with any fuch gentry." 

" Come, ladies and gentlemen," faid 
. Mirvan, " as many of you as have 

done tea, I invite to walk with me." Maria 
and I fbrted up inftantly ; Lord OrvJle 
followed ; and I q ueftion whether we were 

1not half round the room ere the angry dif .. 
"putants knew that we had left the box. 

As the hufband of Mrs. Mirvan had 
rr.vot. l. F borne 
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borne fo large a tbare in this difagreeable al. 
tercation, Lord Orville forbore to make 
any comments upon it; fo that the fubjeet 
was immediately dropt, and the converfa
·tion became calmly fociable, and politely 
chearfu], and, to every body but me, muft 
have been highly agreeable :-but, as to 
·myfelf, I was fo eagerly defirous of making 
{ome apology to Lord Orville for the im
pertinence of whi.ch he muft have thought 
me guilty at the ridotto, and yet fo utterly 
-unable to affume fufiicient courage to fpeak 
to him concerning an affair in which I had 
fo terribly -expofed myfelf, that I hardly 
ventured .to fay a word all the time we were 
walking. .Befides, the know ledge of his 
contemptuous opinion, haunted and difpi
rited n1e!) and made me fear he might pof. 
:fibly mifconftrue whatever I fhould fay. So 
.that, far from enjoying a converfation which 
.might, ,at any other time, have delighted 
.me, I continued !ilent, uncomfortable, and 
.afhamed. 0 Sir, !hall I ever again involve 
in1yfelf in fo foolifh an embarraifment? I 
.am fure that if I do, I fhall deferve yet 
greater mortification. 

We were not joined by the reft of the 
party till we had taken three or four turns 
round the room, and then, they were fo 
quarrelfome, that ·Mrs. Mirvan complained 
Qf being fatigued, and propofed going 

home. 
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fhorne. No one diffented. Lord Orville 
Joined another party, having .firft made an 
·offer of his fervices, which the gentlemen 
declined, and we proceeded to an outward 
room, where we waited for the carriages. 
r t was fettled that we fhould return to town 
in the fatne manner we came to Ranelagh~' 
and, accordingly, Monfieur Du Bois hand
ed Madame Duval into a hackney-coach, 
and was juft preparing to follow her, when 
fhe [creamed, and jumpt haftily out, de .. 
daring {he -was wet through all her clothes. 

· Indeed, upon examination, the coach was 
found to be in a difmal condition ; for the 
weather proved very bad, and the rain had, 
though I know not how, made its way into 
the carriage. 

Mrs. and Mifs Mirvan, and myfelf, were 
already difpofed of as before; but no fooner 
did the Captain hear this account, than, 
without any ceremony, he was fo civil as to 
immediately take poffeffiot'l of the vacant 
feat in his own coach, leaving Madame Du
val and Monfieur Du Bois to take care of 
themfelves. As to Sir Clement Willough-
by, his own chariot was in waiting. • 

I inftantly begged permiffion to offer 
Madame Duval my own place, and made a 

'-.motion to get out; but Mrs. Mirvan ftop
ped me, faying that I fhould then be ob-

F 2 liged 
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liged to return to . town with only the fo- · 
reio-ner, or Sir Clement. 

a 0 never mind the old Beldame-," cried 
the Captain, " fhe's weather-proof, I'll an
f wer for her; and befides, as we are all, I 
hope, Englijh, why fi1e'll meet with no worfe 
than fhe expeEts from us." 

" I do not mean to defend her," faid 
Mrs. Mirvan; " but indeed, a5 !he belongs 
to our party, we cannot, with any decency, 
leave the place, till ihe is, by fome means, 
accommodated., 

" Lord, my dear," cried the Captain, 
whom the diftrefs of Madame Duval had 
put into_ very good humour, " why fhe'll 
break her heart, if fhe meets with any civi
lity from a filthy Englifhman." 

Mrs. Mirvan, however, prevailed, and 
we all got out of the coach, to wait till 
Madame Duval could meet with fome bet
ter carriage. Vve found her, attended by 
Monfieur Du Bois, ftanding amongil: the 
fervants, and very bufy in wiping her neg
ligee, and endeavouring to fave it from 
being ftained by the wet, as fhe faid it was 
a ne-w Lyons fllk. Sir Clement Vlillough
by offered her the ufe of his chariot, but 
ihe had been too much piqued by his rail
lery to accept it. We waited fome time, 
but in vain, for no hackney-coach could be 
procured. 1'he Captain, at lafr) was per .. 

fuaded 
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fuaded to accompany Sir Clement himfe1f, 
and we four females were handed into Mrs. 
Mirvan's carriage, though not before Ma
dame Duval had infifted upon our making 
room for Monfieur Du Bois, to which the 
Captain only ccnfented in preference to 
being incommoded by him in Sir Clement's 
chariot. 

Our party drove off firft. \Ve were fi
lent and unfociable ; for the difficulties at
tending this arrangement had made every 
one languid and fatigued. u nfociab!e, r 
muft own, we continued; but very fhort 
was the duration of our filence, as we had 
not proceeded thirty yards, before every voice: 
was heard at once,-for the coach broke 
down! I fuppofe we concluded of courie, 
that we were all half killed, by the violent 
fhrieks that feemed to come from every 
mouth. The chariot was ftopped, the fer
vants came to our affiftance, and we were 
taken out of the carriage, without hav
ing been at all hurt. The night was dark 
and wet; but I had fcarce touched the 
ground, when I was lifted fuddenly from 
it, by Sir Clement vVilloughby, who beg
ged permiffion to affift me, though he did 
not wait to have it granted, but carried me 
in his arms back to Ranelagh. 

He enquired very earneftly if I was not 
hurt by the accident? I a!fured him I was 

F 3 perfectly 
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perfed:ly fafe, and free from injury, and 
defired he would leave me, and return to 
the reft of the party, for I was very uneafy 
to know whether they had been equally 
fortunate. He told me he was happy in 
being honoured with tny commands, and 
would joyfully execute them ; but infifted 
upon firft conducring me to a warm roomt 
as I had not wholly efcaped being wet. He 
did not regard my o~jeB:ion~, but made me 
follow him to an apartment, where we 
found an excellent fire, and fome corn pany 
waiting for caniages. I readily accepted a 
feat, and then begged he would go. 

And go, indeed, he did; but he returned 
ip a moment, telling n1e that the rain was 
more violent than ever, and that he had 
fent his fervants to offer their affiftance, and 
acquaint the Mir11ans. of my fituation. l 
was very mad that he would not go him
felf; but as my acquaintance with him was 
fo very flight, I did not think proper to 
urge him contrary to his inclination. 

Well, he drew a chair clofe to mine, and, 
after again enquiring how I did, faid, in a 
low voice, " You will pardon me, Mifs 
Anville, if the eaaernefs I feel to vindicate 
myfelf, induces ~e to fnatch this oppor
tunity ?f mak.ing finc~re acknowledgments 
for the Impertmence with which I tormented 
you at the laft ridotto. I can affure you, 

Madam, 
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Mad~~:~, I have been a true and forrowful 
penitent ever fince; but-fhall I tell you 
: "neffly what encouraged me to-" 
H~ ftopt ; but I faid nothing, for I 

thought inftantly of the converfation Mifs 
Mirvan had overheard, and fuppofed he 
was going to tell me himfelf what part Lord 
Otwille had borne in it ; and really . I did 
not wiih to hear it repeated. Indeed, the 
reft of his fpeech convinces me that fuch 
was his intenti9n; with what view, I know 
~ot, except to make a merit of his defend .. 
111g me. 

" And yet,'' he continued, "my excufe 
may only expofe my own credulity, and 
want of judgment and penetration. I wil1, 
therefore, merely befeech your pardon, and 
hope t~at fqme future time--'' 

Jl!ft then, the door was opened by Sir 
Clement's fervant, and I had the pleafur~ 
of feeing the Captain, Mrs.. ¥1d M ifs 1\tir ... 
v:an, enter the room. 

" 0 ho," cried the former, "' you have 
got a good warm birth here ; but we JhaU 
~a~ up your quarters. Here, Lucy, Moll, 
corn~ to the fire, and dry your trumpery;. 
But, hey-day,-why w4ere's old Magam, 
French?" 
· " Good God1~' c;ried I, "i,s not Madam 

Duval then with you ?" 
~~ VV.ith n1e r N9,-thank Gqd.~'' 

F 4r I a · 
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. I was very uneafy to know what might 
have becon-,e of her, and, if they would 
have fuffered me, I ihould have g(me out 
in fearch of her myfelf; but all the fervants 
were difpatched to find her, and the Cap
tain faid we might be very fure her French 
beau would take care of her. 

We waited fome time without any tid
ings, and were foon the only party in the 
room. My uneafinefs encreafed fo much, 
that Sir Clen1ent now made a voluntary of
fer of feekiAg her. However, the fame 
moment that he opened the door with this 
defign, fhe prefented herfelf at it, attended 
by l\1onfieur Du Bois. 

'' I was this inftant, Madam," faid he,· 
." coming to fee for you." 

" You are mighty good, truly," cried 
fl1e, " to come when all the mifchief's 
over." 

She then entered,-in fuch a condition t 
-entirely covered with n1ud, ·and in fo 
great a rage, it was with difficulty fhe could 
fpeak. We all expreffed our concern, and 
offered our affiftance,-except the Captain; 
who no fooner beheld her, than he buril: 
into ~ loud laugh. 

We endeavoured, py our enquiries and 
c<;maolements, to prevent her attending to 
h1m; and fue was, for fome time, fo wholly 
engroffed by her anger and her diftrefs, that 

we 
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we fucceeded without much trouble. We 
bt:gged her to inform us how this accident 
had happened. "' How!" repeated !he,
" why it was all along of your all going 
away,-and there poor Monfieur Du Bois 
-but it was n't his fault,-for he's as bad 
off as me." 

All eyes were then turned to Monfieur 
Du Bois, whofe clothes were in the fame 
miferable plight with thofe of Madame 
Duval, and who, wet, fhivering, and dif-
confolate, had crept to the fire. · 

rfhe Captain laughed yet more heartily; 
while Mrs. Mirvan, afhamed of his rude
nefs, repeated her enquiries to Madame 
Duval; who anfwered, "' Why, as we were 
a-coming along, all in the rain, Monfieur 
Du Bois was fo obliging, though I'm fure 
it was an unlucky obligingnefs for me, as 
to lift me up in his arms, to carry n1e over 
a place that was ancle-deep in mud ; but 
inftead of my being ever the better for it, 
juft as we were in the worft part,-I'm fure 
I wifh we had been fifty miles off,-for, 
fomehow or other, his foot flipt,-at le aft, 
1 fuppofe fo,-though I can't think .how it 
happened, for I'm no fuch great weight~
'but, however that was, down we both came 
·together, all in the mud; and the more we 
tried tJ aet up, the more deeper we ·gat 
.covereJ ~th the nafi:inefs-and my ne.w 

.F .5 .~ons 
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Lyons negligee, too, . quite fpoilt !'-how~ 
ever, it's well we got up at all, for we 
might have laid there till now, for aught 
you all care.d ; for nobody never came near 
us." 

This re.cital put the Captain into an ex·-· 
tacy; he went from the lady to the gentle
man, and frDm the gentleman to the lady, 
to enjoy alternately the fight of their dif
trefs. He really fhouted with pleafure; and,_ 
fhaking Monfieur Du Bois ftrenuouily by 
the hand~ wiilied him joy of having. touched 
'Englijh ground; and then he- held a candle 
to Madame Duval, that he_ might have a. 
more complete view of her difafter, declar· 
ing repe~tedly, tha~ he had never been bet
ter pleafed in his life. 

The rage of poor Madame Dnval was. 
~nfpe.aka.ble ·; fue dafheq the candle out of 
his hand, ftamped upon the floor, . and, at. 
}aft, fpat. in his face. 

This aCtion feemed immedjately to calm 
them both, as the joy of the Captain was 
~onverted into refentment, and the wrath of 
Madame Duval into fear ; for he put his 
hands upon her. :fhoulders, and gave her fo . 
violent a fhake, that 1he fcreamed out for 
help; affuring her, at the fame time, that 
if fh~ had been one ounce lefs old, or lefs 
\lgly, ibe !hould haye had it all . returned 
QU h~r own face. 

),1onfieur 
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Monfieur Du Bois, who had feated him
felf very quietly at the fire, approached 
them, and expoftulated very warmly with 
the Captain; but he was neither underftood 
nor regarded, and Madame Duval was not 
releafed, till !he quite fobbed with paf
fion. 

When they were parted;. I entreated her: 
to permit the woman who has the charge 
of the ladies cloaks to affift in drying her 
clothes ; fhe confented, and we did what 
was pofiible to fave her from catching cold. 
We were obliged to wait in this difagreeable 
fituation near an hour, before a hackney
coach could be found; and then we were 
dif pofed in the farne ll?anner. as before our 
accident. 

I am going this morning to fee poor 
Madame Duval, and to enquire after her 
health, . which I think muft have fuffered 
by her laft night's misfortunes ; though, 
indeed, fhe feems to be naturally ftrong a~d . 
hearty . 

. Adieu, my dear Sir, till to.morrow .. 

F ·6. LE:TTER 
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Evelina in continuaticn. 

Friday Marring, April I,-.· 

SIR Clement Willoughby called here 
yefterdd.y at noon, and Captain Mirvan 

invited him to dinner. For my part, I 
fpent the day in a manner the .noft uncom· 
fortable imaginable. 

I found Madame Duval at breakfaft in 
bed, though MonGeur Du Bo:s was in the 
<:hamber; which fo much af:onifh~d me, 
that I was, involuntarily, retiring, without 
confidering how odd an appea·ance my re
treat would have, when Madame Duval 
called me back, and laughed very heartily 

. at my ignorance of foreign CJf:oms. 
The converfation, however, very foon 

took a n1ore ferious turn ; for !he began, 
with great bitternefs, to inveigh againft the 
barbarous brutality of that felloVJ the Captain, 
and the horrible ill-breeding of the Engli!h 
in general, declaring !he fhould make her 
efcape with all expedition fro1I1 fo beafi!y a 
·nation. But nothing can be more fl:rangely 
abfL1rd, than to hear politenefs recommend
ed in language fJ repugnant to it as that 
of Madame Duval. 

She lamented, very mournfully, the fate of 
her 
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her Lyons filk, and protefted :fhe had rather 
have parted with all the reft of her ward ... 
robe, becaufe it was the firft gown :fhe had 
bought to wear upon leaving off her weeds. 
She has a very bad cold, and Monfieur Du 
Bois is fo hoarfe, he can hardly fpeak. 

She infifted upon my fraying with her all 
day, as fbe intended, fhe faid, to introduce 
me to forne of my own relations. I would 
very fain have excufed myfelf, but fl1e 
did not allow me any choice. 

Till d.e arrival of thefe relations, one 
continued feries of queftions on her fide, 
and of anfwers on mine, filled pp all the 
time we paif<td together. Her curiofity was 
infatiable; :fhe enquired into every action 
of my life-, and every particular that had 
fallen under my obfervation, in the lives of 
all I knew. Again, fhe was fo cruel as to 
avow the moft inveterate rancour againft the 

. foie benefaB:or her deferted child and grand
child have met with ; and fuch was the in
dignation her ingratitude raifed, that I 
would aCtually have quitted her prefence 
and houre, had fue not, in a m-anner the 
moft peremptory, abfolutely forbid me. 
But what., good Heaven ! can induce her to 
fuch fhocking injuftice ? 0 my friend and 
father ! ] have no command of myfelf when 
this fubjett is ftarted . 

.She talked very much of taking me t<Y 
Paris, 
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Paris, and faid I greatly wanted the polifli· 
of a French education. Sh.e lamented that 
1 had been· brought up in the countq',. 
which, fue obferved,.. had given me a very 
bumpkinijh air. However, the bid me not 
defpair, for fue had known many girls, 
much worfe than me, who had become very 
fine ladies- afte-r a few years rdidence abroad; 
and fhe particularly inftanced a Mifs Polly 
Moore, daughter of a chandler's-fhop wo
man, who, by an accident not worth relat
ing2 happened to be fent to Paris, where, 
from an awkward, ill-bred girl, fhe fo 
much improved, that fhe has fince been 
taken for a woman of quality. 

The relations to whom fhe was pleafed to. 
introduce me, conftfted of a Mr. Brangh. 
t-On, who is her nephew, and three of his 
thildren, the eldeft of which is a fon, and 
the two younger are daughters .. 

Mr. Branghton appears about forty years 
of age. He does not feem to want a common. 
underftanding, though he is very contraCted 
and prejudiced : he has fpent his whole 
time in the city, .and I believe feels a great. 
contempt for all who re!ide elfewhere. 

His ion feems weaker in his underftand
ing, and. more gay in his temper; but his: 
ga•ety Is that ef a foolifh, over-grown 
ichool-boy, whofe mirth confifts in noife and, 
~iftur.bance. He. difdains his father for his, 

clofe· 
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, clofe attention to bufinefs, and love of nw
ney, though he feems himfelf to have no ta
lents, fpirit, or generofity, to n1ake him fu .. 

: perior to either.. His chief delight appears 
to be tormenting and ridiculing his fifters, 

1
, who, .in return, moft heartily defpife him .. 
· Mtfs Branghton,. the eldeft daughter, IS 

by no means ugly, but looks proud, ill ... 
tempered, and conceited. She hates the city~ 
though without knowing why ; for it is 
ea.fy to difcover fhe has lived no where 
elf e. 

Mifs Polly Branghton is rather pretty,. 
very foolifh, very ignorant, very giddy, and, 
I believe, very good-natured. 

The firft half hour was allotted to making. 
themfelves comfortable,. for they complainea 
of having had a very dirty walk, as they 
came on foot from Snow Hill, where Mr. 
Branghton keeps a filver-fmith's fhop; and. 
the young ladies had not only their coats to 
brufh, and fhoes to dry, but io adjuft their.. 
head-drefs, which· their bonnets had totally 
difcompofed. 

The manner in whichMadameDuval was 
pleafed to introduce me to this family, ex
tremely ihocked me. " Here, my dears,'" 
faid fue, '-' here's a relation you little 
thought of; but you muft know my poor 
daughter Caroline had this child after 1he 
run away from me,...-though I never knew, 

1~ ' nothing, 



nothing of ir, not I, for a long while after;· 
for they took care to keep it a fecret from 
me, though the poor child has never a 
friend in the world befides." 

" Mifs feems very tender-hearted, aunt," 
faid Mifs Polly, "and to be fure fhe's not 
to blame for her mama's undutifulnefs, for 
fhe could n't help it." 

~'Lord no," anfwered fhe, "and I never 
took no notice of it to her ; for indeed, as 
to that, my own poor daughter was n't fo 
much to blame as you may think, for .fhe'd 
never have gone aitray, if it had not been 
for that meddling old parfon I told you 
of." 

" If aunt pleafes," faid young Mr. 
'Branghton, " we'll talk o' fomewhat elfe., 
for Mifs looks very uneafy-like." 

The next fubject that was chofen, was 
the age of the three young Branghtons and 
n1yfelf. The fon is twenty; the daughters, 
upon hearing that I was feventeen~ faid 
that was juft the age of Mifs Pally; but 
their brother, after a long difpute, proved 
.that fhe was two years older, to the great 
anger of both fifters, who agreed .that .he 
was ver-y ill-natured and fpiteful. 

When this point was fettled, the queftion 
.was put, Which was talleft ?-We were 
defired to n1eafure, as the Branahtons 
were all of different opinions. N~ne of 

them, 
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them, however, difputed rny being the tall· 
eft in the company, but, in regard to one 
another, they were extremely quarrelfome: 
the brother infifted upon their meafuring 
fair, and not with heads and heels; but 
they would by no means confent to lofe 
thofe privileges of our fex, and therefore 
the young n1an was ca.ft, as ihorteft; though 
he appealed to all prefent upon the injuftice 
of the decree. 

This ceremony over, the young ladies 
began, very freely, to examine my drefs, 
and to interrogate me concerning it, ''This 
apron's your own work, I fuppofe, Mifs ? 
but thefe fprigs a'n't in faihion now. Pray, 
if it is not impertinent, what n11ght you give 
a yard for this luteftring ?-Do you make 
your own caps, Mifs ?-'' and many other 
queftions equally interefting and well-bred. 

They then afked me how I liked London? 
and whether I fhould not think the country 
a very dull place, when I returned thither? 
" Mifs muft try if fhe can't get a good 
hufband," faid Mr. Branghton, -' and then 
fhe may ftay and live here." 

The next topic was public places, or 
rather the theatres, for they knew of no 
other ; and the n1erits and defeCts ~fall the 
actors and aB:reifes were difcuifed: the 
young man here took the lead, and feemed 
to be very converfant on the fubjeet. But 

during 
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durinCY this time, what was my concern, 
and, fuffer me to add, my indignation, 
when I found, by fome words I occafionally 
heard, that Madame Duval was entertain
ing Mr. Branghton with all the moft fecret. 
and cruel particulars of my fituation ! The 
eldeft daughter was foon drawn to them by 
the recital ; the youngeft and the fon ftill 
kept their places, intending, I believe, to 
divert me, though the converfation was all 
their own. 

In a few minutes, Mifs Branghton, com
ing fuddenly up to her fifte,r, exclaimed, 
~' Lord, Pally, only think! Mifs never faw 
her papa!" 

'' Lord, how odd ! " cried the other ; 
" why then, Mifs, I fuppofe you would 
n't know him?" 

This was quite too much for me; I rofe
baftily, and r.an out of the room : but I 
foon regretted I had fo 'little command of 
myfelf, for the two fifters both followed, 
and infifted upon comforting me, notwith· 
ftanding my earneft entreaties to be left 
alone. 

As foon as I returned to the company, 
Madame Duval faid, " Why, my dear, 
what was the matter with you ? why- did 
you run away fo ?" 

This queftion almoft made me run a
sain,. for l knew not how to an.fwer it. 
- Bm 
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But is it not very extraordin1ry, that .fhe 
can put me in fituations fo !hocking, and 
then wonder to find me fenfible of any con .. 

1 cern ? 
Mr. Branghton junior now enquired of 

me, whether I had feen the ower, or St. 
Paul's church? and, upon my anfwering 
in the negative, they propofed n1aking a 
party to fhew them to me. Among other
queftions, they alfo afked if I had ever 
feen Jucb a thing as an Opera? I told thern 
I had. " Well," faid Mr. Branghton, '' I 
never faw one in my life, fo long as I've 
lived in London, and I never de fire to fee 
one, if I live here as n1uch longer." 

'' Lord, Papa," cried Mifs Polly, "why 
not ? you might as well for once, for the 
curiofity of the thing : befides, Mifs Pom
frct faw one, and fhe fays it was very 
pretty." · 

, " Mifs will think us very vulgar," faid 
Mifs Branghton, ~' to live in London, and 
never have been to an Opera; but it's no 
fault of mine, I affure you, M ifs, only Papa 
don't like to go." 

The ref ult was, that a party was propo
fed, and agreed to, for fome early oppor
tunity. I did not dare contradict them ; 
but I faid that my time, while I remained in 

, town, was at the difpofd of Mrs. Mirvan •. 
· However, 
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However, I am fure I will not attend them~ 
if I can poffibly avoid fo doing. 

When we parted, Madame Duval defired 
to fee me the next day; and the Branghtons 
told me, that the firft time I went to
wards Snow Hill, they fhould be very glad 
if I would call upon them. 

I wifh we 1nay not meet again till that 
time arrives. 

I am fore I fhall not be very ambitious 
of being known to any more of my rela
tions, if they have any refemblance to 
thofe w hofe acquaintance I have been in
troduced to already. 

L E T T E R XVIII. 

Evelina in continuation. 

I Had juft finifhed my letter to you this 
morning, when a violent rapping at the 

door made me run down ftairs ; and who 
fhould I fee in the drawing-room, but-
Lord Orville! a 

He was quite alone, for the family had 
not affembled to breakfaft. He enquired, 
firft of mine, then of the health of Mrs. 

and 
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and Mifs Mirvan, with a degree of concern 
that rather furprifed me, till he faid that he 

' had j uft been informed of the accident we 
had met with at Ranelagh. He expreffed 
his forrow upon the occafion with the ut
moft politenefs, and lamented that he had 
not been fo fortunate as to hear of it in time 
to offer his fervices. " But, I think," he 
added, " Sir Clement Willoughby had the 
honour of affifting you ?" 

" He was with Captain Mirvan, my 
Lord." 

'' I had heard of his being of your 
party." 

I hope that flighty man has not been tel: 
ling Lord Orville he only affifted me! how
ever, he did not purfue the fubject, but 
faid, " This accident, though extremely 
unfortunate, will not, I hope, be the means 
of frightening you from gracing Ranelagh 
with your prefence in future ?" 

" Our time, my Lord, for London, 1s 
almoft expired already." 

" Indeed ! do you leave town fo very 
foon ?" 

" 0 yes, my Lord, our ftay has already 
exceeded our intentions." 

'' Are you, then, fo particularly partial 
to the country ?" 

" We merely came to town, n1y Lord, 
to meet Captain Mirvan.'~ 

" And 
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" And does M ifs Anville feel no concern 
at the idea of the many mourners her ab. 
fence will occafion ?" 

" 0, my Lord, - I'm fure you don't 
think-" I ftopt there, for, indeed, I hard-
ly knew what I was going to fay. My 
foolifu embarralfment, I fuppofe, was the 
caufe of what followed ; - for he came to 
me, and took my hand, faying, " I d~ 
think, that whoever has once feen Mifs An
ville, muft receive an impreffion never to be 
forgotten." 

This compliment,-from Lord Orville, 
-fo furprifed me, that I could not fpeak; 
but felt myfelf change colour, and ftood, 
for fome moments, fileflt and looking down: 
however, the inftant I recollected my fitu· 
ation, I withdrew my hand, and told him 
that I would fee if Mrs. Mirvan was not 
dreffed. He did not oppofe me, fo away I 
went. 

I met them all on the ftairs, and returned 
with them to breakfaft. 

I have fince been extremely angry with 
myfelf for neglecting fo excellent an op
portunity of apologizing for my behaviour 
at the ridotto : but, to own the truth, that 
affair never once occurred to me during the 
fhort tete-a-tete which we had toaether. 
But, if ever we ihould happen to 

0
be fo t 

fituated again, I will certainly mention it; t( 

for 
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for I am inexpreffibly concerned at the 
thought of his harbouring an opinion that 
I am bold or impertinent, and I could al
moft kill myfelf for having given him the 
fuadow of a reafon for fo fhocking an idea. 

But was it not very odd that he fhould 
make me fuch a compliment? I expeCted 
it not from him ;~but gallantry, I believe, 
is common to all men, whatever other qua
lities they may have in particular. 

Our breakfaft was the moft agreeable 
meal, if it may be called a meal, that we 

· have had fince we came to town. Indeed, 
but for Madame Duval I fhould like Lon
don extremely. 

The converfation of Lord Orville is 
really delightful. His manners are fo ele
gant, fo gentle, fo unaffuming, that they 
at once engage efteem, and diffufe compla
cence. Far from being indolently fatisfied 
with his own accomplifhments, as I have 
already obferved many men here are, though 
without any pretenfions to his merit, he is 

r moft affiduouily attentive to pleafe and to 
ferve all who are in his company; and, 
though his fuccefs is invariable, he never 
manitefts the fmalleft dC"'gree of confciouf
nefs. 

I could wifh that )'OU, my deareft Sir. 
knew Lord Orville, becaufe I am fure you 
would love han; and I have felt that wiih 

for 
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for no other perfon I have feen fince I came 
to London. I fometimes imagine, that, 
when his youth is flown, his vivacity abat
ed, and his life is devoted to retirement, he 
will, perhaps, refemb1e him whom I moft 
love and honour. His prefent fweetnefs, 
politenefs, and diffidence, feem to promife 
in future the fame benevolence, dignity, 
and goodnefs. But I muft not expatiate 
\lpon this fubject. 

When Lord Orville was gone,-and be 
made but a very fhort vifit,-I was prepar
ing, moft reluctantly, to wait upon Ma
dame Duval ; but Mrs. Mirvan propofed 
to the Captain, that fhe fhould be invited 
to dinner in ~een-Ann-Street, and he 
readily confented, for he faid he Wiihed to 
afk after her I ... yons negligee. 
· The invitation is accepted, and we expeCt 
her every moment. But to me, it is very 
ftrangc, that a woman, who is the uncon
trolled miftrefs of her time, fortune, and 
aCtions, fhould chufe to expofe herfelf vo .. 
luntarily to the rudenefs of a man who is 
openly deterrr1ined to make her his fport. 
But fhe has very few acquaintance, and, I 
fancy, fcarce knows how to employ herfelf. 

I-Iow great is my obligation to l\.1rs • .t\1ir
van, for beftowing her tim~ in a manner 
fo difagr~eable to herfelf, merely to promote 
my happmefs ! every difpute in which her 

undeferving 



E V E L I N. A. 121 

undeferving hufband engages, is productive 
of pain, and uneafinefs to herfelf; of this 
I am fo fenfible, that I even befought her 
not to fend to Madame Duval, but fhe de
clared fhe could not bear to have me pafs 
all my time, while in town, with her only.: 
Indeed fhe could not be more kind to me, 
were fhe your daughter. 

LETTER XIX. 

Evelina in continuation. 

Saturday Morning, April 16. 

MADAME Duval was accompanied 
. by Monfieur Du Bois. I am fur-

~ prifed that fhe ihould chufe to introduce 
[ him where he is fo unwelcome; and, indeed, 

it is ftrange that they !hould be fo conftant
. ly together: though I believe I ihould not 

f have taken notice of it, but that Captain 
: -~Mirvan is perpetually rallying me upon my. 
~ grandmama's beau. 
· They were both received by Mrs. Mirvan 
with her ufual good-breeding; but the 

r.: Captain, moft provokingly, attacked her 
immediately, faying, '' Now, Madam, you 

1 that have lived abroad, pleafe to tell me this 
here ; \Vhich did you like beft, · the warm 

VoL. I. G room 



122 E V E L I N l\. . · 

room at Ranelagh, or the cold bath you went 
into afterwards? though, I affure you, you 
look fo well that I !hould ad vife you to take 
another dip." 

" Ma foi, Sir," cried fhe, " nobody 
afked for your advice, fo you may as well 
keep it to yourfelf: be fides, it's no fuch 
great joke to be fp1afhed, and to catch 
cold, and fpoil all one's things, whatever 
you may think of it." 

" Splajhed, quoth-a! -why I thought 
you were foufed all over.-Come, come, 
<lon't mince the matter, never fpoil a good 
ftory ; you know you had n't a dry thread 
about you-'Fore George, I iliall never 
think on't without hallowing! fuch a poor, 
forlorn, draggle-tailec-gentle-woman! and 
poor Monfeer French, here, like a drowned 
rat, by your fide ! -" 

" vVell, the worfe pickle we was in, fo · 
tnuch the worfer in you not to help us, for 
you knowed where we was faft enough, be- · 
caufe, while I laid in the mud, I'm pretty 
fure I heard you fnigger; fo it's like enough 
you joftled us down yourfelf, for Monfieur 
Du Bois fays, that he is fure he had a great 
jolt given him, or he fhould n't have fell." 

The Captain laughed fo immoderately, 
that he really gave me alfo a fufpicion that 
he was not entirely innocent of the charge: 
however, he difclaimed it very perempto .. 
r· ~~ Why 
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c' Why then," continued fhe, '' if you 
did n't do that, why did n't you come to 
help us ?" 

'' Who, I ?-what, do you fuppofe I 
had forgot I was an Englijhman, a filthy, 
beaftly Englijhman ?" 

'' Very well, Sir, very well; but I was 
a fool to expect any better, for it's all of a 
piece with the reft; you know you wanted 
to fling me out of the coach-window, the 
very firft time ever I fee you : but I'll ne
ver go to Ranelagh with you no more, that 
I'm refolved; for I dare fay, if the horfes 
had runn'd over tne, as I laid in that nafti

., nefs, you'd never have ftirred a ftep to fave 
me." 

" Lord, no, to be fure, Ma'am, not for 
the world ! I know your opinion of our 
nation too well, to affront you by fuppo.fing 

' a Frenchman would want my affiftance to 
proteCt you. Did you think that Monfeer 
here, and I, had changed characters, and 
that he fhould pop you into the mud, and 
I help you out of it? Ha, ha, ha !" 

" 0, very well, Sir, laugh on, it's like 
your manners; however, if poor Monfieur 
Du Bois had n't met with that unlucky 
accident himfelf, I fhould n't have wanted 
nobody's help." 

" 0, I promife you, Madam, you'd never 
have had mine; I knew my diftance better; 

· G 2 and 
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and as to your being a little ducked, or fo, 
why, ·to be fure, Mon}er and you fettled 

-that between yourfelves; fo it was no bufl-
nefs of mine." 

" What, then, I fuppofe, you want to 
make me believe as M:mf1eur Du Bois fer
ved rne that trick o' pHpofe ?" 

" 0' purpofe! ay, ctrtainly, who ever 
doubted that? Do ycu think a Frenchma1t 
ever made a blunder ? If he had been fome 
clumfy-footed Englijh fellow, indeed, it 
n1ight have been accicental : but what the 
devil fignifie& all you~ hopping and caper. 
ing with your dancin§-n1afters, if you can't 
balance yourfelves tlFight ?" 

In the midft of th s dialogue, Sir Cle
ment Willoughby tTade his appearance. 
He affects to enter the houfe with the free
dmn of an old acquaintance, and this very 
eajinefs, which, to me, i:; aH:onifhing, is what . 
1noft particularly reCDmmends him to the 
Captain. Indeed, he feems very fucceff· 
fully to fttidy all the i1Un10L1rs of that gen-
tleman. · 

After having heartily welcomed him, 
" You are juft come m time, my boy," faid 
he, " to fettle a lide matter of a difpute 
between this here gmtlewoman and I ; do 
you know, ihe has bten tryincr to perfuade 
me, that !he did no: above t>half like the 
ducking Monfeer gave her. t'other night?~.' 
• . 1 . · ~~ I ihould 
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" I ibould have 1oped," (faid Sir Cle-' 
ment, with the utmoft gravity) "that the 
friend!hip fu bfifting between that lady and 
gentleman, would nave guarded them a
gainft any actions ?rofe.ffedly difagreeable 
to each other ; but, probably, they migHt 
not have difcu.ffed the matter previouily ; 
in which cafe, the gentleman, I t.nuft ow:n, 
ieems to have been. guilty of inattention, 
fince, in my humble opinion, it was h. s 
bufinefs firfi: to have enq uireCl whether the 
lady preferred foft, or hard ground) before 
he dropt her.', 

'' 0 very fine, Gentlemen, very fine," 
cried Madame Duvil, "you may try to fet 
us together by the ears as much as you will; 
but I'm not fuch an ignorant perfon as to 
be made a fool of to eafil y ; fo you need 
n't talk no more about it, for I fees into 
your defigns. '~ 

Monfieur Du Bois, who was juft able 
to difcover the fubjeet upon which the con-

. verfation turned, made his defence, in 
French, with great folemnity : he hoped, 
he faid, that the company would at leaft 
acknowledae, he drl not come from a na
tion of br~tes, and confequently, that to 
wilfully offend any .ady, was, to him, ut
terly impoffible; bet that, on the contrary, 
in endeavourina, al was his duty, to fave 
and guard her, 

0
he l1ari himfelf fuffered, tn 

G 3 a manner 
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a manner which he would forbear to relate, 
but which, he greatly apprehended, he 
fuo uld feel the ill effeCts of for many 

. n1onths; and then, with a countenance ex
ceedingly lengthened, he added, that he 
hoped it would not be attributed to him as 
national prejudice, when he owned that he 
mufr, to the beft of his memory, aver, that 
his unfortunate fall was owing to a fudden, 
but violent pufh, which, he was fuocked to 

· fay, fome malevolent perfon, with a defign 
to his injury, muft certainly have given 
him ; but whether with a view to mortify 
him, by making him let the lady fall, or 
whether merely to fpoil his clothes, he 
could not pretend to determine. 

This difputation was, at laft, concluded 
by Mrs. Mirvan's propofing that we 1hould 
.all go to Cox's Mufeum. Nobody objected, 
and carriages were immediately ordered. 

In our way down ftairs, Madame Duval, 
. in a very paffionate manner, faid, '' Ma foi, 
if I would n't give fifty guineas, only to 
know who gave us that fhove !" 

This Mufeum is very aftoni!hing, and 
very fuperb ; yet, it afforded me but little 
pleafure, for it is a mere fuow, though a 
wonderful one. 

Sir Clement Willoughby, in our walk 
round the room, afked me what my opinion 
was of this brilliant JPeflacle? 

" It 
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" It is very fine, and very ingenious," 
anfwered I, '' and yet-I don't know how 
it is,-but I feem to mifs fomething." 

''Excellently anfwered !"cried he, "you 
haveexatl:lydefinedmyown feelings, though 
in a manner I fhould never have arrived at. 
But I was certain your tafte was too well 
formed, to be pleafed at the .expence of 
your underftanding." 

" Pardi," cried Madame Duval, " I 
hope you two is difficult eno·ugh! I'm fure 
if you don't like this, you like nothing; 
for it's the grandeft, prettieft, fineft fight 
that ever I fee, in England." 

"What," (cried the Captain, with a fneer) 
" I fuppofe this may be in your Fren~h 
tafte? it's like enough, for it's all kickjhaw 

· work. But, pr'ythee, friend," (turning to 
. the perfon who explained the devices) "will 

you tell me the ufe of all this ? for I'm not 
enough of a conjurer to find it out." 

" Ufe, indeed!" (repeated Madame Du
val difdainfully) " Lord, if every thing's 
to be ufeful !-'' 

" Why, Sir, as to that, Sir," faid our· 
conductor, '' the ingenuity of the me
chanifm,-the beauty of the workmaniliip, 
-the-undoubtedly, Sir, any perfon of 
tafte may eafily difcern the utility of fuch 
extraordinary performances." 

'' Vvhy then, Sir," anfwered the Cap-
G 4 tain~ 
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tain, " your perfon of tafte n1uil:: be either 
a coxcomb, or a Frenchman ; thotlgh, for 
the matter of that, 'tis the fame thing." 

J uft then, our attention was attraCted by 
a pine-apple, which, fuddenly opening, 
difcovered a neft of birds, who immediately 
began to fin g. " Well," cried Madame 
Duval, " this is prettier than all the reft! 
I declare, in all my travels, I never fee no· 
thing eleganter." 

'' Hark ye, friend," faid the Captain, 
" haft never another pine-apple?', 

'' Sir?-" 
u Becaufe, if thou haft, pr'ythee give it 

us without the birds ; for, d'ye fee, I'm no 
Frenchman, and fhould relifh fomething 
more fubftantlal." · 

,.fhis entertainment concluded with a 
concert of mechanical mufic: I cannot ex. 
plain how it was produced, but the effect 
was pleafing. Madame Duval was in ex .. 
tacies; and the Captain flung himfelf into 
fo n1any ridiculous diftortions, by way of 
mitnicking her, that he engaged the atten· 
tion of all the con1pany; and, in the midft 
of the performance of the Coronation An· 
them, while Madame Duval wail affeB:ing 
to beat time, and uttering many expreffions 
of delight, he called fuddenlv for faits, 
wh~ch a lady, apprehending fo'me diftrefs, 
politely handed to him, and which, inftantly 

' applying 
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applying to the noftrils of poor Madame 
Duval, fhe involuntarily fnuffed up fuch a 
quantity, that the pain and furprife made 
her fcream aloud. When fhe recovered, 
fue reproached him, with her ufual vehe
mence; but he protefted he had taken that 
meafure out of pure friendfhip, as he con
cluder!, from her raptures, that fhe wa3 
going into hy£l:erics. This excufe by no, 
means appeafed her, and they had a violent 
quarrel; but the only effect her anger had 
on the Captain, was to encreafe his diver
fion. Indeed, he laughs and talks fo terri
bly loud in public, that he frequently 
makes us aihamed of belonging to him. 

Madame Duval, notwithftanding her 
wrath, made no fcruple of returning to 
dine in ~1een-Ann-ftreet. Mrs. Mirvan 
had fecured places for the play at Drury 
Lane Theatre, and, though ever uneafy in 
her company, fhe very politely invited Ma
dame Duval to be of our party; however, 
fhe had a bad cold,_ and chofe to nurfe it. 
I was forry for her indifpofition, but I 
l·new not how to be forry ihe did not ac
company us, for ihe is-I muft not fay 
what, out very unlike other people. 

Gs LETTER 

• 
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LETTER XX. 

Evelina in continuation. 

0 U R places were in the front row of 
a fide-box. Sir Clement \Villough

by, who knew our intention, was at the 
do01 of the Theatre, and handed us from 
th~ carriage. 

vr e had not been feated five minutes, be
fore Lord Orville, who we faw in the ftage
box, came to us; and he honoured us with 
his :ompany all the evening. Mifs Mirvan 
and I both rejoiced that Madame Duval 
was abfent, as we hoped for the enjoyment 
of £)me converfation, uninterrupted by her 
qua·rels with the Captain : but I foon 
found that her prefence would have made 
ven little alteration, for fo far was I from 
dar"ng to fpeak, that I knew not where even 
to bok. , 

'The play was Love for Love, and though 
it i~ fraught with wit and entertainment, I 
hore I Ihall never fee it reprefented again; 
for it is fo extremely indelicate,-to ufe the 
:fofteft word I can,-that Mifs Mirvan and 
I ~re perpetually out of countenance, and 
could neither make any obfervations our
fehes, nor venture to liften to thofe of 
ot~rs. This was the more provoking, as 

Lord 
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Lord OrvilJe was in excellent fpirits, and 
exceedingly entertaining. 

\Vhen the Play was over, I flatterei my
felf I fhould be able to look about me with 
lefs reftraint, as we intended to ftay the 
Farce ; but the curtain had hardly droJped, 
when the box-door opened, and in carre Mr .. 
Lovel, the man by whofe foppery an:l im
pertinence I was fa n1uch teazed at tre balL 
where I firft faw Lord Orville. 

I turned away my head, and began talR.:_._ 
ing to Mifs Mirvan, for I was defiroos to· 
avoid fpeaking to him ;-but in vain, for 
as foon as he had made his complime1ts to· 
Lord Orville and Sir Clement Willou~hby, . 
who returned them very coldly, he bent 
his head forward, and faid to me, ''I hope, 
Ma'am, you have enjoyed your health fince 
I had the honour-! beg ten thoufanc par
don , but I protei!: I was going to f.y the 
honour of dancing with you-howe'~'er, I 
mean the honour of feeing you dance?' 

I-Ie fpoke vvith a felf-complacencr that 
convinced me he had ftudied this ad:irefs,. 
by way of making reprifals for my co1du& 
at the ball : I therefore bowed flightlJ, but 
made no anfwer. 

After a fhort filence, he again calle:l my 
attention, by faying, in an eafy, ~egjgent 
way, "I think, Ma'am, you was~ ne'~'er iri 
town before ? " 

G.6 '~No • .t. 
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''No, Sir." 
" So I did prefume. Doubtle(q, Ma'am, 

every thing muft be infinitely novel to you. 
Our cuftoms, our manners, and les etiquettes 
de nous autres, can have very little refem
blance to thofe you have been ufed to. I 
imagine, Ma'am, your retirement is at no 
very fmall diftance fron1 the capital ?" 

I was fo much difconcerted at this fneer
ing fpeech, that I faid not a word; though 
I have fince thought my vexation both fti
rnulated 'and delighted him. 

"The air we breathe here, however, 
Ma'am," (continued he, very conceitedly) 
" though foreign to that you have been ac
cuftomed to, has not, I hope, been at va
tiance with your health ?" 

''Mr. Lovel," faid Lord Orville, "could 
not your eye have fpared that q ueftion ?" 

" 0, my Lord," anf we red he, " if health 
were the only caufe of a lady's bloom, my 
eye, I grant, had been infallible from the 
.firft glance; but-, 

" Come, come," cried Mrs. Mirvan, 
" I mufl: beg no infinuations of that fort; 
Mifs Anville's colour, as you have fucceff
fully tried, may, you fee, be heightened;
but I a.lfure you, it would be paft your !kill 
to leffen it." 

"'Pon honour, Madam," returned he, 
!~ you wrong me ; I pref umed not to infer 

that 

1' • . la 
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that rouge was the only fuccedaneum for 
health ; but, really, I have known fo n1any 
different caufes for a lady's colour, fuch as 
fluihing,-anger,-mauvaife honte,-and fo 
forth, that I never dare decide to which it 
may be owing.'' 

"As to fuch caufes as them there," cried 
the Captain, "they n1uft belong to thofe 
that they keep company with." 

"Very true, Captain," faid Sir Clement; 
"the natural complexion has nothing to do 
with occafional fallies of the paffions, or 
any accidental caufes." . 

"No, truly," returned the Captain, "for 
now here's me, why I look like any other 
man juft now; and yet, if you were to 
put me in a paffion, 'fore George, you'd 
foon fee me have as fine a high colour as 
any painted J ezabel in all this place, be fhe 
never fo bedaubed." 

''But," faid Lord Orville, " the dif
ference of natural and of artificial colour, 
feems to me very eafily difcerned ; that of 
Nature, is mottled, and varying ; that of 
art, jet;, and too fn1ooth ; it wants that ani
mation, that glow, that indefcribable fome
thing which, even now that I fee it, wholly 
furpaffes all my powers of expreffion." 

· ,~, Your Lordfhip," fa1d Sir Clement, 
"is univerfally acknowledged to be a con
noiffiur in beauty_, 

9 ~'And 
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" And you, Sir Clement," returned he, 
,., an enthujiaft." 

'' I am proud to own it," cried Sir Cle .. 
ment; "in fuch a caufe, and before fuch 
objetts, enthufiafm is fimply the confe
quence of not being blind." 

" Pr'ythee a truce with all this palaver
ing," cried the Captain, " the women are 
vain enough already; no need for to puff 
'en1 up more." 

''We muft all fubmit to the command
ing officer," faid Sir Clement, " therefore 
let us call another fubjecr. Pray, Ladies,_ 
how have you been entertained with the 
play?" 

" ~Vant of entertainment," faid Mrs. 
Mirvan, ''is its leaft fault ; but I own 
there are objec[ions to it, which l iliould be 
glad to fee removed." 

" I could have ventured to anfwer for 
the Ladies," faid Lord Orville, " fince I 
an1 fure this is not a play that can be ho
noured with their approbation." 

"What, I fuppofe it is not fentimental 
enough!" cried the Captain,. "or elfe it's 
too good for them; for I'll maintain it's 
one of the beft comedies in the lanauage, 
and has more wit in one fcene, than° there 
is in all the new plays put too-ether." 

"F o or my part," faid Mr. Lovel, "J.· 
confefs I feldom li11en to the players : one 

has 
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has fo much to do, in lookino- about, and 
finding out one's acquaintance~ that, really 
one has no time to mind the ftage. Pray: 
-(moft affectedly fixing his eyes upon a 
diamond-ring on his 1 ittle fino-er) pray
what was the play to-night ?" 

0 

"Why, what the D-1," cried the Cap
tain, "do you come to the play, without 
knowing what it is ?" 

" s· f 0 yes, Ir, yes, very requently; I 
have no time to read play- bills; one merely 
comes to meet one's friends, and !hew that 
one's alive." 

" Ha, ha, ha J-and (o," cried the Cap
tain, " it cofts you five fhillings a night, 
j uft to fhew that you're alive! Well, faith, 
my friends !hould all think me dead and 
under ground, before I'd be at that expence 
for 'em. Howfomever, this here you may 
take from me ;-they'll find you out faft 
enough, if you've any thing to give 'em.
And fo you've been here all this time, and 
don't know what the play was ?'' 

"Why, really, Sir, a play requires fo 
much attention,-it is fcarce poffible to 
keep awake, if one liftens ;-for, indeed, 
by the time it is evening, one has been fo 
fatigued, with dining,-or wine,-or the 
houfe,-or ftudying,-that it is-it is per
feCtly an impoffibility. But, now I think of 
it, I believe I have a bill in my pocket; 0, 

ay, 
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ay, here it is-Love for Love, ay,-true, 
-ha, ha,-how could I be fo ftupid ! 

" 0, eafily enough as to that, I warrant 
you," faid the Captain ; '' but, by my foul, 
this is one of the beft jokes I ever heard ! 
Come to a play, and not know what it is! 
-Why, I fuppofe you would n't have 
found it out, if they had Job' d you off with 
a fcraping of £idlers, or an opera ?-Ha ! 
ha! ha !-why now, I fhould have thought 
you might have taken fome notice of one 
Mr. 'rattle that is in this play !" 

This farcafm, which caufed a genera1 
fmile, 11}ade him colour : but, turning to 
the Captain with a look of conceit, which 
implied that he had a retort ready, he faid, 
''Pray, Sir, give me leave to afk ,-what 
do you think of one A1r. Ben, who js alfo in 
this play ?" 

Th<; C:1ptain, regarding him with the 
utmoft contempt, anfwered in a loud voic~, 
" Think of hin1 !-why I think he's a 
man!" And then, ftaring full in his face, 
he ihuck his cane on the· ground, with a 
violence that made him ftart. He did not, 
however, chufe to take any notice of this; 
but, having bit his nails fame time, in ma .. 
nifeft confufi on, he turned very quick to 
me, and, in a fneering tone of voice, faid, 
" For my part, I was moft ftruck with the 
country young lady, Mifs Prue; pray what 
do you think of her, Ma'am ?'~ 

~' Indeed 
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" Indeed, Sir," cried I, very much pro
voked, " I think-that is, I do not think 
any thing about her." 

'' Well, really, M a' am, you prodigioufly 
fu rprife me ! - mais apparemmeut ce n' ejf 
gu'un faron de parler .~-though I fhould beg 
your pardon, for probably you do not un
derfi:and French?" 

I made no anfwer., for I thought his rude
nefs intolerable; but Sir Clement, with 
great warmth, faid, " I am furprifed that 
you can fuppofe fuch an object as Mifs 
Prue would engage the attention of Mifs 
Anville even for a moment." 

" 0 Sir," returned this fop, " 'tis the 
firft character in the piece !-fo well drawn, 
-fo much the thing !-fuch true country
breeding,-fuch rural ignorance !-ha! ha I 
ha !-'tis moft admirably hit off, 'pon ho
nour!" 

I could almoft have cried, that fuch im
pertinence fhould be levelled at me ; and 
yet, chagrined as I was, I could never be
hold Lord Orville and this man at the fame 
time, and feel any regret for the caufe I had 
given of difpleafure. 

" The only female in the play," faid 
Lord Orville, " worthy of being n1entioned 
to thefe ladies, is Angelica." 

" Angelica," cried Sir Cle1nent, " is a 
noble girl ; !he tries her lover feverely, but 
lhe rewards him generoufly ." 

" Yet, 
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" Yet, in a trial fo long," faid Mrs. 
Mirvan, " there feems rather too much 
confcioufnefs of her power." 

" Since my opinion has the fanB:ion of 
Mrs. Mirvan's," added Lord Orville, " I 
will venture to fay, that Angelica beftows 
her hand rather with the air of a benefac
trefs, than with the tendernefs of a miftrefs. 
Generofity without delicacy, like wit with
out judgn1ent, generally give as much pain 
as pleafure. The uncertainty in which !he 
keeps Valentine, and her manner of trifling 
with his temper, give no very favourable 
idea of her own." 

" Well, my Lord," faid Mr. Lovel, 
" it muft, however, be owned, that uncer
tainty is not the ton among our ladies at 
prefent ; nay, indeed, I think they fay, 

_ though, faith," taking a pinch of fnuff, " I 
hope it is not true-but they fay, that we 
now are moft fuy and backward." 

The curtain then drew up, and our con
verfation ceafed. Mr. Lovel, finding we 
chofe to attend to the players, left the box. 
How ftrange it is, Sir, that this man, not 
contented with the large Ihare of foppery 
and nonfenfe which he has from nature, 
fhould think proper to affeCt yet more! for 
what he faid of Tattle and of Mifs Prue con
vinced me that he really had liftened ;o the 

play, 
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play, though he was fo r idiculous and foolifh 
as to pretend ignorance. 

But how malicious and impertinent in 
this creature to talk to me in fuch a man
ner ! I am fure I hope I 1hal1 never fee hin1 
again. I 1hould have defp ifed him heartily 
as a fop, had he never fpok en to me at all; 
but now, that he thinks proper to refent his 
fuppofed ill-ufage, I am really quite afraid 
of him. 

The entertainment was, The Deuce is in 
him, which Lord Orville obferved to be the 
moft finifhed and elegant petite piece that was 
ever written in Engliih. 

In our way home, Mrs. Mirvan put me 
into fome confternation, by faying it was 
evident, from the refentment which this 
Mr. Lovel harbours of my conduct, that he 
would think it a provocation fufficiently 

. important for a duel, if his courage equal
led his wra'th. 

I am terrified at the very idea. Good 
Heaven ! that a n1an fo weak and frivolous 
fhould be fo revengeful ! However, if 
bravery would have excited him to affront 
Lord Orville, how much reafon have I to 
n~joice, that cowardice makes him content
ed with venting his fpleen upon tne! But 
we fhall leave town ioon, and, I hope, fee 
him no more. 

It w.1s fome confolation to me, to he~r, 
frorn 
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from Mifs Mirvan, that, while he was 
fpeaking to me fo cavalierly, Lord Orville 
regarded hin1 with great indignation. 

Bur, really, I think there ought to be a 
book, of the laws and cuftoms a-la-mcdc, 
prefented to all young people, upon their 
firft introduCtion into public company. 

To-night we go to the opera, where I ex
pect very great pleafure. We fhall have the 
fame party as at the play; for Lord Orville 
faid he fhould be there, and would look 
for us. 

L E T T .E R. XXI. 

Eveli1~a in continuation. 

I HAVE a volume to write, of the ad
ventures of yefterday. 

In the afternoon, - at Berry I-lill, I 
fuould have faid the evening, for it was al
moft fix o'clock,-while lVlifs Mirvan and 
I were dreffing for the opera, and in high 
fpirits, fr01n the expectation of great enter-

. tainment and pleafure, we heard a carriage 
ftop at the door, and concluded that Sir 
Clement Willoughby, with his ufual affi
duity, was come to attend us to the !-lay
market; but, in a few moments, what was 

our 
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our furprife, to fee our chamber-door fluna
open, and the two Mifs Branghtons ente~ 
the roon1! They advanced to me with 
great familiarity, faying," How do you do, 
coufin ?-fo we've caught you at the glafs! 
-well, I'm detern1ined I'll tell my brother 
of that!'' 

Mifs Mirvan, who had never before feen 
them, and could not, at firft., imagine who 
they were, looked fo much aftonifhed, that 
I was ready to laugh myfelf, till the eldeft 
fa id, "We're come to take you to the opera, 
Mifs; papa and my brother are below, and 
we are to call for your grandmama as we go 
along." 

" I am very forry," anfwered I, " that 
you ihould have taken fo much trouble, as 
I am engaged already." 

" Engaged ! Lord, Mifs, never mind 
that," cried the youngeft, ''this young lady 
will make your excufes, I dare fay ; it's 
only doing as one would be done by, you 
know." 

" Indeed, Ma'am," faid Mifs Mirvan, 
'' I fuall myfelf be very forry to be depriv
ed of Mifs Anville's company this even
ing., 

'' Well M ifs, that is not fo very good
natured i~ you," faid Mifs Branghton, 
" 1 . confidering we on y come to gtve our 
coufin pleafure; it's · no good to us; it's all 

#upon 
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upon her account ; for we came, I don't 
know how much round about to take her 
up." 

" I am extremely obliged to you," faid 
I, " and very forry you have loft fo much 
time; but I cannot poffibly help it, for I 
engaged myfelf without knowing you would 
call." 

" Lord, what fignifies that?" faid Mifs 
Polly, '' you're no old maid, and fo you 
need n't be fo very formal : befides, I dare 
fay thofe you are engaged to, a'n't half fo 
near related to you as we are." 

" I muft beg you not to prefs me any 
further, for I affure you it is not in my 
power to attend you." 

" Why we came all out of the city on 
purpofe: be fides, your grand-mama expects 
you ;-and, pray, what are we to fay to 
her ?" 

" Tell her, if you pleafe, that I am much 
concerned,-but that I am pre-engaged." 

" And who to ?" demanded the abrupt 
Mifs Branghton. 

" To Mrs. Mirvan,-and a large party." 
" And, pray, what are you all going to 

do, that it would be fuch a mighty matter 
for you to come along with us ?" 

"W . h " e are gomg to-to t e opera. 
" 0 dear, if that be all, why can't we go 

all together ?'~ 
I was 
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I was extremely difconcerted at this for
ward and ignorant behaviour, and yet their 
rudenefs very much leffened my concern at 
refufing them. Indeed, their drefs was 
fuch as would have rendered their fcheme 
of accompanying our party impracticable, 
even if I had defired it; and this, as they 
did not themfelves find out, I was obliged, 
in terms the leaft mortifying I could think 
of, to tell them. 

They were very much chagrined, and 
afked where I fhould fit? 

" In the pit," anf wered I. . 
" In the pit I" repeated M ifs Branghton; 

'' well, really, I muft own I fhould never 
have fuppofed that n1y gown was not good 
enough for the pit : but come, Polly, let's 
go ; if M ifs does not think us fine enough 
for her, why to be fure fhe may chufe." 

Surprifed at this ignorance, I would have 
explained to them that the pit at the opera 
required the fame drefs as the boxes ; but 
they were fo much affronted, they would 
not hear me, and, in great difpleafure, left 
the room, faying they . would not have 
troubled me, only they thought I fhould 
not be fo proud with my own relations, and 
that they had at leaft as t?;OOd a right to my 
company as {hangers. 

I endeavoured to apologize, and would 
have fent a long meifage to Madame Duval; 

but 
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but they hafrened away without liftening to 
tne ; and I could not follow them down 
ftairs, becaufe I was not dreffed. The laft 
words I heard them fay, were, " Well, her 
o-rand-mama will be in a fine p 'affion, that's 
0 d h. " one goo t mg. 

Though I was extremely mad at this vi
fit, yet I fo heartily rejoiced at their going, 
that I would not fuffer myfelf to think 
gravely about it. 

Soon after, Sir Clement actually came~ 
and we all went down ftairs. Mrs. Mirvan 
ordered tea; and we were engaged in a very 
lively converfation, when the f~rvant an
nounced Madame Duval, who inftantly fol
lowed hi1n into the room . 

. Her face was the colour of fcarlet, and 
her eyes fparkled with fury. She came up 
to me with a hafl:y ftep, faying, " So, Mifs, 
you refufes to come to me, do you ? And 
pray who are you, to dare to difobey me ?" 

I was quite frightened ;-I made no an
fwer ;-I even attempted to rife, and could 
not, but fat ftill, mute and motionlefs. 

Every body, but Mifs Mirvan, feemed in 
the utmoft aftonifhment; and the Captain, 
rifing and approaching Madame Duval, 
with a voice of authority, faid, " Why how 
now, Mrs. Turkey Cock, what's put yoU; 
into this here fluil:er ?" 

" I ' h. ... t s not mg to you,'~ anfwered fhe, 
." fo-



·E V E L I N A~ r45 

" fo you n1ay as well hold your tongue, for 
I fha'n't be called to no account by you, I 
affure you." 

" There you're out, Madam Fury,'~ re
turned he, " for you muft know I never 
fuffer any body to be in a paffion in my 
houfe, but myfelfY 

" But you jhall," cried fhe, in a great 
rage, '' for I'll be in as great a paffion as 
ever I pleafe, without afktng your leave, fo 
don't give yourfelf no more airs about it • 

. And as for you, Mifs," again advancing to 
me, " I order you to follow me this mo
lTlfnt, or elfe I'll make you repent it all 
your life." And, with thefe words, fhe 
fhmg out of the room. 

I was in fuch extreme terror, at being 
addrelfed and threatened in a manner to J 

which I am fo wholly unufed, that I almoft 
thought I iho~ld have fainted. 

" Don't be alarmed, my love," cried 
Mrs. Mirvan, '' but ftay where you are~ 
and I will follow Madame Duval, and try 
to bring her to reafon." 

Mifs Mirvan took my hand, and mofl: 
kindly endeavoured to raife my fpirits: Sir 
Clement, too, approached me, with an air 
fo interefted in my diftrds, that I could not 
but feel myfelf obliged to hin1; and, taking 
my other hand, faid, '' For Heaven's fake, 
my dear Madam, compofe yourfelf; furely 

VoL. I. H the 
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·the violence of fuch a wretch ought merely 
.to move your contempt: ihe can have no 
.right, I imagine, to lay her commands upon 
you, and I only wifh that you would allow 
me to fpeak to her." 

4;, 0 no ! not for the world !-indeed, r 
believe;-I am afraid-I had better follow 
her." 

'' Follow I1er ! Good God, my dear 
'Mi4s Anville, would you truft yourfelf 
with a mad woman ? for what elfe can you 
call a creature whofe paffions are fo info~ 
lent ? No, no ; fend her word at once to 
leave the houfe, and tell her you defire that 
;fue will never fee you again.H 

'' 0 Sir! you don't know who you talk 
.of !-it would ill become tne to fend M a .. 
dame Duval fuch a n1effage." 

" But why," cried he, (looking very in
·quifitive,) " why fuould you icruple to treat 
.her as ihe deferves ? '' 

I then found that his aim was to difcover 
.the nature of her conneCt: ion with me; but 
I felt fo much afi1amed of n1y near: relarion
Jhip to her, that I could not perfuade my- . 
felf to anfwer him, and only entreated that 
he would leave her to Mrs. Mirvan, who 
juft then entered the room. 

Before fhe could fpeak to me, the Cap
tain called out, "Well, Goody, what have 
you done with Madame French :? is ihe 

.cooled 



c-ooled a little ? 'cau'fe if !he be n;t, I've 
juft t_hought of a moft excellent device to 
bring her to." . · 

'' My dear Evelina," faid Mrs Mirvan, 
" I have been vainly endeavouring to ap
_peafe her; I pleaded your engagement, and 
promifed your future attendance: but I 
·am forry to fay, my love, that I fear her , 
rage will end in a total breach (which I 
·think you had better avoid) if fhe is any 
further oppofed." 

'" Then I will go to her, Madam," cried 
I, " and, indeed, it is now no matter, for 
·I ihould not be able to recover my fpirits 
fufficiently to enjoy much pleafure any where 
this evening." · 

Sir Clement began a very warm expoftu~ 
1ation, and entreaty, that I would net go ; 
but I begged hin1 to defift, and told him, 
very honeftly, that, if my compliance were 
·not indiJpenfably neceffi1ry, I fhould re
·quire no perfuafion to fray. l-Ie then took 
my hand, to lead me down ftairs ; but the 
Captain defired him to be ~uiet, faying he 
would '[quire 1ne himfelf, ' becaufe," he 
added, (exultingly 1ybbing his hands) '~ I 
have a wipe ready tor the old lady, whtch 
may krve her to chew as ihe goes along." 

\Ve found h~r in the parlour. '' 0, 
you're come at laft, Mifs, are you ?-fine 
aii·s you give yourfelf, indeed !-ma foi, if 

I-I 2 you 
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you had n't come, you might have frayed, 
I . aifure you, and have been a beggar for 
your pains." 

" Heyday, Madam" cried the Captain, 
(prancing forward, with a look of great 
glee,) '' what, a'n't you got out of that 
there paffion yet ? why then, I'll tell you 
what to do to cool yourfelf; call upon your 
old friend, Monfter Slippery, who was 
with you at Ranelagh, and give my fervice 
to him, and tell him, if he fets any ftore 
by your health, that I defire he'll give you 
fuch another foufe as he did before: he'll 
know what I mean, and I'll warrant you 
he'll do't for my fake." 

" Let him, if he dares !"cried Madame 
Dt1val; " but I fha'n't ftay to anfwer you 
no more ; you are a vulgar fellow, -and fo, 
child, let us leave him to himfelf." 
' " Hark ye, Madam," cried the Captain, 
" you'd beft not call names, becaufe, d'ye 
fee, if you do, I ihall make bold to £how 
you the door." 

She changed colour, and faying, " Par~ 
dii ~ can ihew it myfelf," hurried out of 
the .ro::>m, and I followed her into a hack
ne"fc~ch. But, before we drove off, the 
CaFdin, looking out of the parlour win
dow, called out, " D'ye hear, Madam,
don't forget my meffage to Monfeer." 

You will believe our ride was not the 
m oft 
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moLl: agreeable in the world ; indeed, ..it 
would be difficult to fay which was leaft 
pleafed, Madame Duval or me, though 
the reafons of our difcontent were fo dif
ferent : however, Madame Duvalioon got 
the ftart of me; for we had hardly turned 
out of ~1een-Ann-ftreer, when a man~ 
running full fpeed, ftopt the coach. He 
came up to the window, and I faw he was 
the Captain's fervant. He had a broad 
grin on his face, and panted for breath.. 
Madame Duval demanded his bufinefs; 
" Madam," anfwered he, " my mafter de
fires his compli1nents to you, and-and
and he fays he wifhes it well over with you~ 
He ! he ! he ! _, 

Madame Duval inftantly darted forward. 
and gave him a violent blow on the face ; 
''Take that back for your anfwer, firrah,"' 
cried fhe, '' and learn to grin at -your bet
ters another time. Coachman, drive on !" 

The fervant was in a violent paffion, and 
fwore ten~bly ; but we were foon out of 
hearing. 

The raae of l\1adame Duval was greater 
than ever~ and fhe il'lveighed againft the 
Captain with fuch fury, that I was even 
apprehenfive ilie would have retur~ed 
to his houfe, purpofely to reproach htm, 
which fhe repeatedly threatened to do; nor 
would fhe, I believ.e, have hefitated a ·mo-

l-l 3 .ment., 
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ment,_ b1..1t that,. notwithftanding ~ her. viQ.I. 
lence, he has really made here afraid . of 
him. · 

V'lhen we came to her lodgings, we founcb 
all the B.ranghtons in the paffage, impa
tiently waiting for us, with the door open. 

"Only fee, here's Mifs !" cried the bro. 
ther. 

" Well,. I declare I thought as much !'• 
faid the younger fifi:er. 

" Why, Mifs," faid Mr. Branghton, "1 
think you might as well have come with 
your c.01 . .1fins at once ; it's throwing money 
in the dirt, to pay two coaches for one 
fare." 

'' Lord;. father," cried the fon,. " make 
no words about that~ for ru pay for the 
coach that M ifs had." 

"0,, I know very well," anfwered Mr, 
Branghton, " that you're always more rea .. 
d y to fpend than to earn." 

I then interf-ered, and begged that I might 
myfel£ be allowed to pay the fare,. as the
expence was incurred upon my account;.. 
they a)l faid no, and propofed that the fame 
coach ihould carry \lS on to the opera. 

While this palfed, the Mifs Branghtons 
were e~all)ining n1y drefs, which, indeed, 
was very improper for my company; and, 
as I was extremely unwilling to be fo con-
picuous amongft, the.111, . I repuened M a- . 

dame 
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dame Duval to borrow a hat or bonnet for 
me of the people of the houfe. But fhe 
never wears either herfelf, and thinks thexn. 
very Englijh and barbarous ; therefore fhe · 
infifted that I fhould go full dreffed, as I 

, had prepared myfelf for. the pit,, though I 
made many objections. 

We were then all crowded into the· fame 
carriage; but when we arrived at the opera
houfe, I contrived to pay the c_oachman. 
J"'hey made a great many fpeeches ; but 
Mr. Branghton's reflection had determined . 
me not to be indebted to him. 

If I had not been too-much chagrined to 
laugh, I !hould have been extremely divert
ed at their ignorance of whatever belongs 
to an opera. In the firft place, they could 
not tell at what door we ought to enter, and 
we wandered about for fome time, without 
knowing which way to turn : they did not. 
<:hufe to apply to me, though I was the 
only perfon of the party who had ever be
f-ere b<.:en at an opera; becaufe they were 
unwilling to fuppofe that their countr)' cottjin, 
as they were pleafed to call me, fhould be 
better acquainted with any London public 
place than themfdves·. I. was very indiffe
rent and carelefs upon this .fubject, but not 
a little uneafy at finding that my drcfs,. fo 
different.fron1 that of the company to wh1ch 

H . 4 I belonged, 
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. 1 belonged, attracted general notice and ob· 
krvation. 

In a fhort time, however, we arrived at 
o·ne of the door-keeper's bars. Mr. Brangh· 
ton dem anded for what part of the houfe 
they took money ? They anfwered the pit, 
and regarded us all with great earneftnefs. 
~rhe fon then advancing, faid, " Sir, if you 
pleafe, I beg that I may treat Mifs." 

" We' ll fettle that another time," an
fw~ red Mr. Branghton, and put down a 
gu mea. 

Two tickets of admiffion were given to 
him. 

Mr. Branghton, in his turn, now ftared 
at the door-keeper, and demanded what he 
meant by giving him only two tickets for a 
guinea? 

" Only two, Sir ! " fa id the man, " why 
.don't you know that the tickets are half a 
guinea each?" 

'' Half a gu-inea each!" repeated Mr . 
. Branghton, " why I never heard of fuch a 
thing in my life! And pray, Sir, how many 
will they adn1it ?" 

" J uft as ufual, Sir, one perfon each." 
" But one perfon for half a guinea!

why I only want to fit in the pit, friend." 
" I-1ad not the Ladies better fit in the 

.~allery, S_ir; .for they'll hardly chufe to go 
Into the ptt wtth their hats on ?" 

~' 0, 
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'" 0, as to that," cried M ifs Branghton, 
.,, if our hats are too high, we'll take them 
eff when we get in. I fha'n't mind it, for I 
clid my hair on purpofe." 

Another p-arty tHen approaching, the 
door-keeper could no longer attend to Mr. 
Branghton, who, taking .up the guinea, told 
him it ihould be long enough before he'd 
ife it again, and walked .away. 

The young ladies, in fome confufion, 
expreffed their furprife, that their papa 
fhould not know the Opera prices, which, 
for their parts, they had read in the papetS 
a thoufand times. 

·" The price of frocks," faid he, " is 
.enough for me to fee after.; and I took it 
for granted it was the fame thing here as at 
the play-houfe." 

" I knew well enough what the price 
·was," faid the fan, " but I would not 
fpeak, becaufe I thought perhaps they'd 
take lefs, as we're fuch a large party." 

The fifters both laughed very contemp
tuoufiy at this idea, and afked hin1 if he 
ever heard of people's abating any thing at 
a public place ? 

" I don't .know whether I have or no," 
anfwered he, " but I'm fure if they would~ 
you'd like it fo much the worfe." 
~ Ve~y tru~, Tom," cried Mr. Brangh-

_H 5 .. ton; 
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ton ; cc, tell a woman that any thing is rea: 
fonable, and fhe'll be fure to hate it." 

'" Well," faid M ifs Polly, " I hope that· 
Aunt and Mifs will be of our fide, for Papa. 
always takes part with Tom." 

" Come, come," cried Madarne Duval,l 
''·if you ftand . talking here, .. we fha'n't get 
no place at all." 

Mr. .Branghton then enquired the way. 
to the gallery,. and,. when we came .to the. 
door-keeper,. demanded what was to pay. 

" 'The ufual price,. Sir/' faid the man. 
'' Then give me change,', cried Mr .. 

Eranghton, again putting down his guinea. 
" For how many, Sir?" 
" Why-let's fee,-for fix." 
u For fix, Sir? why you've given me 

but a guinea." 
'' But a guinea ! why how much would 

you have ? I fuppofe it i'n:t half· a · guinea 
apiece here too ?" 

" No, Sir, only five !hilling.s." · 
Mr Branghton again took up his unfor-. 

tunate guinea, and protefted he would fub-. 
n1it to no fuch impofition. I then propofed 
that we ihould return hon1e, but l\1adame· 
Duval would not confent, and we were con
duCted, by a won1an who fells books of the 
Opera, to another gallery-door, where, .after· 
fome difputing, Mr Branghton at !aft paid,. 
and we all went up ftairs .. 

Madame.· 

ll' t 
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Madame Duval complained very much· 
of the .trouble of going fo high, but Mr. 
Branghton defired her not to hold the place 
too cheap, "for, whatever you n1ay think," 
cried he, " I alfu re you I paid pit price ; j 

fo don't fuppofe I come here to fave tny 
money." 

"Well, to be fure," faid Mifs Brangh.. 
ton, "there's no judging of a place by the 
oudide, elfe, I n1uft needs fay, there's no
t1iing very extraordinary in the ftair-cafe." 

But, when we entered the gallery, their 
amazement and difappointment became ge~ 
neral. For a few inftants, they looked at 
one another without fpeaking,. and then . 
they all broke filence at once. 

''Lord, Papa," exclaimed Mifs - Folly, , 
'' why you have brought us to the one

. fhilling gallery !" 
~'I'll be glad to give you two iliiliings, ~ 

though," anfwcred he, ~ " ·to pay. I was-
never fo fooled out of my n1oney before,, 
fince the hour of my birth. Either the 
door.-keeper's ·a knave, or this is the greateft 
imppfition that ever was RUt upon the p,ub .. 
lie .. " · 

"Mafoi," cried Madame Duval, "I:ne- 
ver fat in fuch a mean place in all my life; ) 
-why it's , as high !-we fha'ri't fee no
thing." 

~' L though·t at the time," faid Mr. 
H .. 6 . Branghton, , 
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Branghton, ': that three fhi.llings was an 
. exorbitant pnce for .a place m the gallery, 
. but as we'd been aiked fo much more at 

the other doors, why I paid it without many 
. words ; but then, to be fure, thinks I, it 

can never be like any other gallery,-we 
fhall fee [ome crinkum-crankum or other for 

. ·our money ;-but I find it's as arrant a 
.take-in as ever I met with." 

H vVhv it's as like the twelvepenny gal4 

lery at Drury-lane," cried the fon, "as two 
peas are one to another. I never knew fa· 
ther fo bit b~fore." 

" Lord," faid Mifs Branghton, " I 
thought it would have been quite a fine 
place,-:111 over I don't know what,-and 
done quite in tafte." 

In this manner they continued to exprefs 
their diifatisfacrion till the cur.tain drew up; 
.after which, their obfervations were very 
.curious: They made no allowance for the 
cuftoms, or even for the language of ano
ther country, but formed all their remarks 

. ,upon comparifons with.the Englifh theatre. 
, Notwithftanding my vexation at havino
been forced into a party fo very difagree~ 

·,able, and that, too, frmn one fo much-fo 
.very n1uch the contrary-yet, would they 
have fuffered 111e to liften, I fhould have 
forgotten ·every thing unpleafant, and felt 
nothing .but delight, in hearing the fweet 

voice 
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yoice of Signor Millico, the firft finger ; 
~ut they tormented me with continual talk

.,mg. 
·" What a j abbeting they make f" cried 

Mr. Branghton ; " there's no knowing a 
·word they fay. Pray what's the reafon they 
can't as well fing in Engli.fh ?-but I fup
·pofe the fine folks would .not like it, if they 
could unclerftand it." 

H How unnatural their aCtion is !" faid 
.the fon; " why now who ever faw an En
-glifi1man put himfelf in fuch out-of-the-way 
.poftures ?" 

" For my part," faid Mifs Pally, "I 
think it's ·very pretty, only I don't know 

. what it means." 
" Lord, what does that fignify ?" cried 

.her fifter ; " tnayn't one like a thing with
out being fo very particular ?-You may 
·fee that Mifs likes it, and I don't fuppofe 
.. fhe knows more of the ,tnatter than we 
cdo." 

A gentleman,. foon afrer, was fo obliging 
~s to make room in the front row for Mifs 
Branghton and me. \Ve had no fooner 
.feared ourfelves, than Mifs Branghton ex
·claimed, "Good gracious! only fee !-why, 
Pally, all the people in the pit are without 
hats, dreffed like any thing!" 

" Lord, fo they are," cried Mifs Pally, 
~~ well, I never faw the like !-it's wo:·th 

com1rg 
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coming to the Opera if one faw nothing 
elfe." 

I was then able to diftinguiili the happy 
party I had left; and I fa .v that Lord Or
ville had feared h1mfelf next to Mrs. Mir
van. Sir Clementhad his eyes perpetually. 
caft towards the five-fhilling gallery~ where 
I fuppofe he concluded that we. were feated; 
however, before the Opera was over, I have 
reaion to believe that he had difcovered me,. 
high and diftant as I was from him. Pro
bably he diftinguifhed . me by my head
drcfs. 

At the end of the; firft act, as the green· 
curtain dropped, to prepare for the dance,. 
they agined that the Opera was done, and 
Mr. Branghton expreffed great indignationt 
that he had been tricked out of his money 
with fo little trouble. '' Now if any Eng
glifhman was to do fuch an impudent thing 
as this," faid he, " why he'd be pelted;
but here, one of thefe outlandiih gentry may 
do juft what he pleafes, and come on, and. 
fqueak out a fong or two, and then pocket~ 
your money without further ceremony." 

However, fo determined he was to be 
diffatisfied, that, before the conclufion of· 
the third aB:, he found ftill more fault with . 
the Opera for being too long, and wondered 
·whether they thought their finging good · 
cnoug_h to ferve us for f upper. 

i DurinO'· 
· · tH 



During the fymphony of a fong of Signor 
Millico,s, in the fecond aCt~ young Mr. 
Branghton faid, " It's my belief that that 
fellow,s going to fing another fong !-why 
there's nothing but finging !-I wonder 
when they,ll fpeak." 

This fong, which was flow and pathetic,. 
caught all my attention, and I lean~d my, 
liead forward to avoid hearing tHeir ob fer
vations, that I might liften without inter .. 
ruption ; but, upon turning round, when . 
the fong was over, I found that I was the 
Qbjetl: of general diverfion to the whole 
party; for the M ifs Branghtons w.ere titter
ing, and the two gentletnen making figns 
and faces at me, implying their contempt of 
my affectation. 

This difcovery determined .me to appear · 
as inattentive as themfelves; but I was very 
much· provoked at being thus prevented en
j9ying the only pleafure, which, in fuch a . 
party, was vlithin my power. 

" So, Mifs," faid Mr. Branghton,' 
" you're quite in the fa!hion, I fee ;-fo 
you like Operas? well, I'm not fo polite;, 
r can't 1 ike nonfenfe, let it be. never fo n1 uch . 
the tafte." 

But pray, Mifs," faid the fon, " wnat 
makes that fellow look fo doleful while he,s 
fing~ng. ?~~ 

~ P.robably, 
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" Probably becaufe the chara·B:er he p~r.: 
forms is in diftrefs." 

" Why then I think he might as well let 
alone finging 'till he's in better cue : it's 
out of all nature for a man to be piping 
when he's in diftrefs. For my part, lnever 
fing but when I'm merry; yet I love a fong 
as well as m oft people." 

When the curtain dropt, they all re· 
joiced. 

" How do you like it ?-and hew do you 
like it?" paffed f.rom one to another with 
looks of the utmoft conte1npt. " As for 
me," faid Mr. Branghton, '' they've caught 
me once, but if ever they do again, I'll 
give 'em leave to fing me to Bedlam for my 
pains: for fuch a heap of ftuff never did I 
hear; there is n't one ounce of fenfe in the 
whole Opera, nothing hllt one continued 
fqueaking and fqualliJ1g from beginning to 
end." 

" If I had been in ,the pit~" faid Ma
dame Duval, '' I fhould have liked it 
vaftly, for mufic is my paffion; but fitting 
in fuch a _place as this, is guite unbear
able." 
· Mifs Branghton, looking at me, declared, 
that ihe was not genteel enough to admire 
it . 

. Mifs PoHy confeffed, that, if they would 
bGt 
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but ling E1tglijh, fhe fhould like it very 
well. 

The brother wifued he could raife a riot 
in the houfe, becaufe then he might get his 
money again. 

And, finally, they all agreed, that it was 
monflrous dear. 

During the laft dance, I perceived, ftand
ing near the gallery-door, Sir Clement Wil
loughby. I was extremely vexed, and 
would have given the world to have avoided 
being feen by him: my chief objection 
was, from the apprehenfion that he wou'd 
hear Mifs Branghton call me coujin.-1 fear 

. you will think this London journey has 
made me grow very proud, but indeed this 
family is fo low-bred and vulgar, that I 
lhould be equally afhamed of fuch a con
nexion in the country, or any where. And 
really I had already been fo much chagrined 
that Sir Clement had been a witnefs of M a· 
dame Duval's power over me, that I could 
not bear to be expo(ed to any further mor
tification. 

As the feats cleared, by parties going 
away, Sir Clement approached nearer to 
us; the M ifs Branghtons IQbferved with fur
prife, what a fine gentleman was come into 
.the gallery, and they gave me great reafon 
to expect, that they would endeavour to 
.attract his notice, by familiarity with me, 

whenever 
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whenever' he fhould join us ; and fo, I 
formed· a fort of plan, to prevent any con .. 
vcrfation. I an1 afraid you will think it 
wrong ; and fo I do myfelf now,-but, at 
the time, I only confidered how I might 
avoid imn1ediate hu-miliation. 

As foon as he was within two feats of us,. 
he fpoke to me, " I am very happy, Mifs 
Anville, to have found you, for the Ladies
below have each an humble attendant, and. 
therefore I am come to offer tny fervices, 
here." 

" Why then," cried I, (not without hefi~ 
tating) "if you pleafe,-I will join them." 

"' Will you allow n1e the honour of con
duCl:ing you?" cried he eagerly; and, in ... 
ftantly taking my hand, he would have 
marched away with me: but I turned to 
Madame Duval,. and faid, " As our p,arty. 
is fo large,.. Madam, if you· will give me 
leave, I will. go down to Mrs. Mirvan, that· 
I may not crowd you in the coach." 

And then,' without waiting for an anfwer, 
I· fuffered Sir Cletnent to hand n1e out of the 
gallery. 

Madame Duval,. I doubt not, will be 
very angry, and fo I am with n1yielf, now,. 
and therefore I cannot be furprifed: buc 
Mr. Branghton, I an1 fure, will eafily com
fort himfelf, in having efcaped the addi
tional coach e,xpence of carrying me to 

~eell!o-

• 
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~leen.Ann-ftreet : as to his dauahters, 
they ~ad no tin1e to fpeak, but I fa~ they 
were m utter amazement. 

My intention was to join Mrs. Mirvan,. 
and accompany her home. Sir Clement 
was in high fpirits and good-humour ; and, 
all the way we went, I was fool enough to 
rejoice in fecret at thct fuccefs of my plan ; . 
nor was it till I got down fta.irs~ and an1idft· 
the fervants, that any difficulty occurred to 
n}e of n1eeting with my friends. 

I then afked Sir Clement how I lhould 
c.ontrive to acquaint Mrs. Mirvan that I had · 
left Madame Duval? 

'' I fear it will be almoft impoffible to · 
find her/' anfwered he;'" but you can have 
no objeCtion to permitting me to fee you 
fafe home." . 

He then defired his fervant, who was 
waiting,. to order his chariot to draw up. 

This quite frartled me; 1 turned to him· 
haftil y, and iaid that I' could not think of 
going aw.ay without Mrs. Mirvan. 

" But how can we meet w:ith 1Jer ?" cried 
he; " you w.ill not chufe to go into the pit 
yourfelf; I cannot fend a fervant there; and._ 
it is impoffible for me to go and leave you 
alone." 

The tr-uth of this was indifputable, and · 
totally filenced me. Yet, as foon as I cou!d 
rec.olleEt myfelf, I determined not to go t_n1 

· h1.s . 
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his chariot, and told him I believed I had 
beft return to my party up ftairs. 

He would not hear of this ; and earneftly 
entreated me not to withdraw the truft I 
had repofed in him. 

While he was fpeaking, I faw Lord Or
ville, with feveral ladies and gentlemen, 
coming from the pit paffage : unfortunately, 
he faw me too, and, leaving his company, 
advanced inftantly towards me, and, with 
an air and voice of furprife, faid, "'Good 

~ God, do I fee Mifs Anville !" 
I now moft feverely felt the folly of my 

plan. and the awkwardnefs of my fituation; 
however, 1 haftened to tell him, though in a 
hefitating manner, that I was waiting for 
Mrs. Mirvan : but what was my difap
pointment, when he acquainted tne that fhe 
was already gone home! 

I was inexpreffibly diftre1fed; to fuffer 
-Lord Orville to think n1e fatisfied with the 
fingle prot-e6tion of Sir Cletnent Willough
by, I could not bear ; yet I was more than 
ever averfe to returning to a party which I 
dreaded his feeing: I ftood fome moments 
in fufpenfe, and could not help exclaiming. 
"' Good Heaven, what can I do ! " 

"Why, n1y dea.r Madam," cried Sir Cle
ment, " fhould you be thus uneafy ?-you 
~ill reach ~een-Ann-:ftreet almoft as foon 

as 
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as Mrs. Mirvan, and I am fure you cannot 
doubt being as fafe." 

I made no anfwer, and Lord Orville then 
faid, " My coach is here ; and my fervants 
are ready to take any commands Mifs 
Anville will honour me with for them. I 
fhall myfelf go home in a chair, and there~ 
fore-'' 

How grateful did I feel for a propofal fo 
confiderate, and made with fi) much deli
cacy! I fhould gladly have accepted it, had 
I been permitted, but Sir Clement would 
not let him even finifh his fpeech ; he inter
rupted hitn with evident difpleafure, and 
faid, ''My Lord, my own chariot is now 
at the door." 

And juft then the fervant came, and told 
him the carriage was ready. He begged to 
have the honour of conducting me to it, 
and would have taken my hand, but I drew 
it back, faying, "I can't-! can't indeed ! 
pray go by yourfelf--and as to me, let n1e 
have a chair.'-' 

" Impoffible r• (cried he with veh~~ 
mence) "I cannot think of trl}fting you with 
ftrange chairmen)-! cannot anfwer it to 
Mrs. Mirvan, -come, dear Madam, we 
fhall be home in five minutes." 

Again I flood fufpended. With what 
joy would I then have compromifed with 
my pride, !O have been once mor~ with 

Madame 
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.Madame Duval and the Branghtons, pro. 
·lVided I had not met with Lord Orrille ! 
However, I flatter myfelf that he not only 
faw, but pitied my embarraifment, f)r he 
f aid, in a •tone of voice unufually fof1ened, 
" To offer m-y fervices in the prefer.ce of 
Sir Clement 'Villo~ghby would be il.per
ifiuous ; but I hope I nee-d not a.lrun Mifs 
Anvi.Ue, how happy it would n1ake ne to 
be of the leaft ufe to her." 

I courtfied n1y thanks_ Sir Clement with 
~reat earneftnefs preffed n1e to go , .and 
while I was thus ttlneafily deliberatmg what 
to do, the dance, I fuppofe, finifhed, 6r the 
-people crowded down ftairs. Had Bord 
·Orville then repeated his offer, I ,vould 
have accepted it, notwithftanding Si· Cle
·n1ent's repugnance; but I fancy he tlnught· 
it would be impertinent. In a very few 
n1inntes I heard Madame Duval's voce, as 
fhe defcended from the gallery ; " ~V ell," 
cried I, haftily, " if I muft go-'' I ftopt, 
but Sir Clement immediately hand~d me 
into his chariot, called out " ~een-Ann
ftreet," and then jun1ped in himfelf. Lord 
·Orville, with a bow and a half fmile, Nifhed 
n1e good night. 

My concern was fo great, at beirg feen 
and left by Lord ·Orville im fo ftrwge a 
fituation, that I fhould have bee.1 beft 
pleaied to have remained wholly .!Heat ~u· 

nng 
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,ring our· ride home : but Sir Clement took 
care to prevent that .. 

He b~gan by making many complaints 
of my unwillingnefs to truft n1yfelf with 
nim, am begged to know what could be 
the reabn ? This queftion fo much em
barraffed me, that I could not tell what to 
anfwer, but only faid, that I was forry to 
have tal en up fo much of his ·time. 

"0 M ifs Anville/' (cried he, taking my 
h<1nd) "if you knew with what tranfport I 
would dedicate to you not only the prefent 
but all ne future time allotted to me, you 
would .rot injure me by making fuch an 
apology." 

I cou.d not think of a word to fay to 
this, nor to a great many other equally fine 
fpeeches with which he ran on, though I 
would fc:in have withdrawn my hand, and 
made almoft continual attempts ; but in 
vara, for he actually grafped it between 
bath hisl without any regard to my refift

. ance. 
Soon after, he faid that he believed the 

coachman was going the wrong wa~, an~ 
he called to his fervant, and gave hm1 di
rections. Then again addreiling himfelf t0 

me, "Bow often, how affiduouGy hav.e I 
fought an opportunity of fpeaking to y<:>u., 
without lhe prelence of that btute Captain 
Mirvan ! Fortune l1as .now kindly favoured 

me 
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me with one, and permit me," (again feiz~ 
ing my hand) "permit me to ufe it, in 
telling you that I adore you l, 

I was quite thunderftruck at this abrupt 
and unexpected declaration. For fame mo. 
ments I was filent, but, when I recovered 
from my furprife, I faid, " Indeed, Sir, if 
you were determined to make me repent 
leaving my own party fo fooliihly, you have 
very well fucceeded." 

" My deareft life," cried he, ~' is it pof-
fihle you can be fo cruel? Can your nature 
and your countenance be fo totally oppo
fite? Can the fweet bloom upon thofe 
charming cheeks, which appears as much 
the refult of good-humour as of beauty-" 

"0, Sir," cried I, interrupting him, 
" this is very fine ; but I had hoped we 
h'ld had enot1gh of this fort of converfation 
at the Ridotto, and I did not expeCt you 
would fo foon refume it." 

"What I then faid, my fweet reproacher, 
was the effect of a n1iftaken, a prophane 
idea, that your underftanding held no com
petition with your beauty ; but now, now 
that I find you equally incomparable in 
both, all words, all powers of f peech, are 
too feeble to exprefs the admiration I feel 
of your excellencies." 

"Indeed," cried I, " if your thoughts 
had any conn$!xion with your language, you 

would 
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would never fuppofe that I could give credit 
to praife fo very much above my defert." 

This fpeech, which I made very gravely. 
occafioned frill ftronger proteftations, which 
he continued to pour forth, and I continued 
to difclaim, till I bega_n to wonder that we 
were not in OEeen-Ann-ftreet, and begged 
he would defire the coachman to drive fafter. 

" And does this little moment," cried 
he, '' which is the firft of happinefs I have 
ever known, does it already appear fo very 
long to you ?" 

'' I am afraid the man · has miftaken the 
way," anfwered I, ''or elfe we ihould ere 
now have been at our journey's end. I muft 
beg you will fpeak to him." 

" And can you think me fo much my 
own enemy ?-if my good genius has in
fpired the man with a defire of prolonging 
my happinefs, can you expect that I 1hould 
counter-act its indulgence ?" 

I now began to apprehend that he had 
himfelf ordered the man to go a wrong way, 

, and I was fo much alarmed at the idea, that, 
the very inftant it occurred to me, I let down 
the glafs, and n1ade a fudden e-'fort to open 
the chariot-door myfelf, with a view of 
jumping into the ftreet ; but he caught 
hold of me, exclaiming, " For Heaven's 
fa!'"e, what is the matter?" 

" I-I don't know," cried I, (quite out 
Vot. I. I · of 
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of breath) '' but I am fure the man goe$ 
wrono-, and, if you will not fpeak to him, 
I am bdetermined I will get out myfelf." 

" You amaze me," anfwered he, (ftill 
holding me) " I cannot imagine what you 
apprehend. Surely you can have no doubts 
of my honour ?" 

He drew me towards him as he fpoke. I 
was frightened dreadfully, and could hardly 
fay, " No, Sir, no,-none at all,-only 
Mrs. Mirvan,-I think fue will be un-
eafy." 

'' Whence this alarm, my deareft angel ~ 
-What can you fear ?-my life is at your 
devotion, and can yotl, then, doubt my 
proteCtion ?" 

And fo faying, he paffionately kiffed my 
hand. 

Never, in my whole life, have I been fo 
terrified. I broke forcibly from him, and, 
putting my head out of the window, called 
aloud to the man to ftop. Where we then 
were I know not, but I faw not a human ·:1 

being, or I fuould have called for help. 
Sir Clement, with great earneftnefs, en

deavoured to appeafe and compofe me; 
~' If you do not intend to murder me," cried 
I, '' for mercy's, for pity's fake, let me get 

· out l" 
" Compofe your fpirits, my aeareft life," 

cried he, " and I will do every thing you l 

5 would 
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would have me.'' And then he called to 
the man hi1nfelf, and bid him make hafte 
to ~een-Ann-ftreet. '' This ftupid fel
low," continued he," has certainly miftaken 
my orders; but I hope you are now fully 
fatisfied.'' 

I made no anfwer, but kept my head at 
the window, watching which way he drove, 
but without any comfort to myfelf, as I 
was quite unacquainted with either the right 
or the wrong. · 

Sir Clement now poured forth abundant 
proteftations of honour, and aifurances of 
refpeet, entreating n1y pardon for having 
offended me, and befeeching my good opi
nion : but I was quite filent, having too 
much apprehenfion to make reproaches, 
and too much anger to fpeak without. 

In this manner we went through feveral 
ftreets, till at lafi, to my great terror, l1e 
fuddenly ordered the man to ftop, and faid, 
" Mifs Anville, we are now within twenty 
yards of your houfe; but I cannot bear to 
part with you, till you generoufly forgiye 
me for the offence you have taken, and 
promife not to make it known to the Mir .. 

· vans." 

I hefitated between fear and indignation. 
" Your relud:ance to fpeak, redoubles 

my contrition for having difpleafed you, 
fince it !hews the reliance I might have on 

I 2 a pro .. 
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a promife which you will not give without 
confideration." 

" I am very, very much diftreffed," cried 
I, " you atk a promife which you muft be 
fenfible I ought not to grant, and yet dare 

not refufe." 
'' Drive .on l" cried he to the coachman; 

-" Mifs Anville, I will not compel you; I 
will exaCt no promife, but truft wholly to 

your generofity ." . 
This rather foftened me; wh1ch advan-

tage he no fooner perceived, than he deter
mined to avail himfelf of, for he flung · 
himfelf <On his knees, and pleaded with fo 
much fubmiffion, that I was really obliged 
to forgive him, becaufe his humiliation 
made me quite ailiamed : and, after that, 
he would not let me reft till I gave him my · 
word that I would not complain of him to ' 

Mrs. Mirvan. 
My own folly and pride, which had put 

me in his power, were pleas w hi eh I could 
not but attend to in his favour. However, 
I iliall take very particular care never to be 
again alone with him. 

When, at laft, we arrived at our houfe, 
I was fo overjoyed, that I fhould certainly 
have pardoned him then, if I had not be
fore. As he handed me up ftairs, he fcolded 
his fervant aloud, and very ano-rily, for · 
having gone fo much out of the ,~ay. Mifs 

Mirvan 
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Mirvan ran out to meet me,-and who 
fhould I fee behind her, but-Lord Or
ville! 

All my joy now vanilhed, and gave place 
to fuame and confufion ; for I could not 
endure that he .fhould know how long a 
time Sir Clement and I had been together, 
fince I was not at liberty to affign any rea
fon for it. 

They all expreffed great fatisfaction at 
feeing me, and faid they had been extremely 
uneafy and furprifed that I was fo long 
coming home, as they had heard from Lord 
Orville that I was not with Madame Du
val. Sir Clement, in an affected paffion, 
faid that his booby of a fervant had mif
underftood his orders, and was driving us 
to the upper end of Piccadilly. For my 
part, I only coloured, for though I would 
not forfeit my word, I yet difdained to 
confirm a tale in which I had 1nyfelf no 
belief. 

Lord Orville, with great politenefs, con~ 
gratulated me, that the troubles of the even
ing had fo happ;ly ended, and faid, that he 
had found it impoffible to return hon1e, be
fore he enquired after n1y fafety. 

In a very ihort time he took leave, and 
Sir Clement followed him. As foon as 
they were gone, Mrs. Mirvan, though with 
great foftnefs, blamed me for having quit-

1 3 ted 
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ted Madame Duval. I affured her, and 
with truth, that for the future I would be 
more prudent. 

The adventures of the evening fo much 
difconcerted me, that I could not fieep all 
night. I am under the moft cruel appre
henfions, left Lord Orville fuould fuppofe 
my being on the gallery-ftairs with Sir Cle
ment was a concerted fcheme, and even that 
our continuing fo long together in his cha~ 
riot, was with my approbation, fince I did 
not fay a word on the fubjeet, nor exp:ef~ 
any diffatisfaB:ion at the coachman's pre
tended blunder. 

Yet his coming hither to wait our arrival, 
though it feems to imply fome doubt, fuews 
alfo fome anxiety. Indeed Mifs Mirvan 
fays, that he appeared extremely anxious, nay 
uneafy and impatient for my return. If I 
did not fear to flatter myfelf, I ihould think 
it not impoffible but that he had a fufpicion 
of Sir Clement's defign, and was therefore 
concerned for my fafety. 

vVhat a long letter is this ! however, I 
fuall not write many more from London, 
for the Captain faid this morning, that he 
would leave town on Tuefday next. Ma
dame Duval will dine here to-day, and then 
ibe is to be told .his intention. 

I am very much amazed that fbe accepted 
Mrs. Mi1van's invitation, as ihe was in fuch , 

wrath 
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wrath yefterday. I fear that to-day I fhall 
myfelf be the principal objeCt: of her dif
pleafure; but I muft fubtnit patiently, for 
I cannot defend myfelf. 

Adieu, my deareft Sir. Should this let
ter be productive of any uneafinefs to you, 
more than ever fhall I repent the heedlefs 
imprudence which it recites. . . 

LETTER XII. 

Evclina in continuation.· 

Monday morning, April 18. 

MRS. Mirvan has juft communicated 
to me an anecdote concerning Lord 

Orville, which has much furprifed, half 
pleafed, and half pained n1e. 

While they were fitting together during 
the opera, he told her that he had been 
greatly concerned at the impertinence which 
the young lady under her proteCtion had 
fuffered from Mr. Lovel ; but that he had 

. the pleafure of affuring her, 1he had no fu
ture difturbance to apprehend from him. 

Mrs. Mirvan, with great eagernefs,_ beg
ged he would explain himfelf, and fa1d !he 

I 4 hoped 
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hoped he had not thought fo infignificant an 
affair worthy his ferious attention. 

u There is nothing/' anfwered he," which 
requires more immediate notice than imper
tinence, for it ever encroache5 when it is 
tolerated.'' He then added, that he be
. ieved he ought to apologize for the liberty 
he had taken of interfering, but that, as he 
regarded himfelf in the light of a party con
terned, from having had the honour of 
dancing with Mifs Anville, he could not 
poffibly reconcile to himf~lf a patient neu- · 
trality. 

He then proceeded to tell her, that he 
had waited upon Mr. Lovel the morning 
after the play; that the vifit had proved an 
amicable one, but the particulars were nei
ther entertaining nor neceffary ; he only 

· ~ffured her, Mifs Anville might be per
fectly eafy, fince Mr. Lovel had engaged 
his honour never more to mention, or even 
to hint at what had paffed at Mrs. Stanley's 
affembly. 

Mrs. Mirvan expreifed her fatisfaction at 
this conclufion, and thanked him for his 
polite attention to her young friend. 

" It would be needlefs," faid he, '' to 
requefi: that this affair may never tranfpire, 
iince Mrs. Mirvan cannot but fee the necef
.fitr. of keeping it inviolably fecret ; but I 

th0~1ght 
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thought it incumbent upon me, as the 
young lady is under your protection, to af
fure both you and her of Mr. Lovel's fu
ture refpect." 

Had I known of this vifit previous to 
Lord Orville's making it, what dreadful 
uneafinefs would it have coft me ! Yet that 
he fhould fo much intereft himfe]f in fecur
ing me from offence, gives me, I muft 
own, an internal pleafu.re greater than I 
can exprefs ; for I feared he had too con
temptuous an opinion of 1ne, to take any 
trouble upon my account. Though, after 
all, this interference might rather be to fa
tisfy his own delicacy, than from thinking 
well of me. 

But how cool, how quiet is true cou
rage! Who, from feeing Lord Orville at 
the play, would have imagined his refent
ment would have hazarded his life? yet his 
difpleafure was evident, though his real· 
bravery and his politenefs equally guarded 
him from entering into any difcuffion in ou1~ 
prefence. 

Madame Du val, ~s I expected, was m oft 
terribly angry yetterday ;· fhe fcolded me 
for I believe two hours, on account of hav
ing left her, and proteft~d fh~ had be.e~ fo 
much furprifed at my gomg, without gtv 1ng 
her time to anfwer, that fhe hardly. knew 
whether fue was awake or a!leep. But ihe 

1 5 affun; , 
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aifured me, that if ever I did fo again, ihe 
would never more take me into public. 
And fhe expreifed an eq\1al degree of dif
pleafure againft Sir Clement, becaufe he· 
had not even fpoken to her, and becaufe he· 
was always of the Captain's fide in an argu
ment. The Captain, as bound in honour, 
v1armly defended him, and then followed a 
difpute in the ufual ftyle. 

After dinner, Mrs. M1rvan introduced 
the fu bjetl: of ot1r leaving London. M a· 
dame Duval faid £he iliould ftay a month 
or two longer. The Captain told her ihe 
was welcome, but that he and his family 
fuould go into the country on Tuefday 
morning. 

A moft difagreeable fee ne followed; Ma-
dame Duval infifted upon keeping me with 
her; 1JUt Mrs. Mirvan faid, that as I was 
aCl: m ly engaged on a vifit to Lady Howard, 
who had only confented to my leaving her 
for a few days, fhe could not think of re-· 
turning without me. 

Perhaps if the Captain had not interfered, 
the good-breeding and mildnefs of Mrs. 
Mirvan might have had fome effeCt upon 
Madame Duval ; but he paifes no oppor
tunity of provoking her, and therefore 
made fo· many grofs and rude fpeeches, all 
of whtch !he retorted, that, in conclufion, 
file vowed !he would fooner go to law, in 

right 
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right of her relationfhip, than that I fhould 
be taken away from her. 

I heard this account from Mrs. Mirvan, 
who was fo kindly confiderate as to give me 
a pretence for quitting the room, as foon 
as this difpute began, left Madame Duval 
fhould refer to me, and infifl: on my obe
dience. 

The final refult of the converfation was, 
that, to foften matters for the prefent, Ma
dame Duval fhould make one in the party 
for Howard Grove, wh;ther we are pofi
tively to go next Wednefday. And though 
we are none of us fatisfied with this plan, 
we know not h0w to form a better. 

Mrs. Mirvan is now writing to Lady 
Howard, to excufe br~nging this unexpected 
gueft, and to prevent the difagreeable fur
prife, which muft, otherwife, attend her 
reception. This dear lady feems eternally 
ftudying my happinefs and advantage. 

To-night we go to the Pantheon, which 
is the la it d iverfion we fhall partake of in 
London, for to-morrow --

* * * * 
This moment, my deareft Sir, I have 

received your kind letter. 
If you thought us too diffip:aed the firft 

week, I almoft fear to know what you will 
think of us this fecond ;-lowever, the 

I 6 Pantheon 
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Panth~on this evening will probably be the 
laft public place which I fuall ever fee. 

The affurance of your fupport and pro
teCtion in' regard to Madame Duval, though 
what I never doubted, excites my utmoil: 
gratitude: how, indeed, cherifued under 
your roof, the happy objeCt of your con
ftant indulgence, how could I have borne 
to become the fiave of her tyrannical hu
mours ?-pardon me that I fpeak fo hardly 
of her, but, whenever the idea of paffing. 
1ny days with her occurs.. to me, the compa
rifon which naturally follows, takes from 
me all that forbearance, which, I believe, I 
owe her. 

You are already difpleafed with Sir Cle-
ment: to be fure, then, his behaviour after, 
t.he Opera will not make peace with you . 

. Indeed, th~ more I rdlt>ct upon it, the more 
angry I am. I was enti rely in his power,. 
and it was cr.uel in n~m to caufe me fo much. 
terror. 

my deareft Sir, were I but worthy the 
pr.ayers and the wiihes } ou offer for me, the 
utmoft ambition ot n1y heart would be fully 
fatisfied 1 but I gready fear you will find 
me, now that I am out of the reach of your 
affifting prudence, more weak and imperfeCt
than you could have expeCted. 

I have not now time to write another 
· word, 



E V E L I N A. rS:t 

word, for I muft immediately haften to 
drefs for the evening. 

L E T T E R XXIII. 

Evelina in continuation. 

OEeen-Ann-ftreet, Tuefday, April 19• 

T HERE is fomething to me half me-· 
lancholy in writing an account of 

our I aft adventures in London ; however, 
as this day is merely ~.ppro r iated to pack
ing, and preparations fo r our jolll ney, and 
as I 1hall fhortly ha!(' no more adventures 
to write, I think I tnay as well complete. 
my town journal at once. And, when you 
have it all together, I hope, my dear Sir, you 
will fend me your obiervations and thoughts 
upon it to Howard Grove. 

About eight o'clock we went to the Pan ... 
theon. I was extremely frn' -k w~th the 
beauty of tht: building, wh:ch greatly fur
paired whatever I coul · have e · p · Cl:ed or 
imagined. Yet, it has more the appearance 
of a chapel, than of a p lace 01 d·verfi')n; 
and, though I was quite c 1an •. J with the 
magnificence of the room, I felt tha.t I 
could not be as gay and th, ughtlei:S there 
as at Ranelagh, for there is fomething in it 

which 
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which rather infpires awe ~ and folemnity, 
than mirth and pleafure. However, per
haps it may only have this effeCt: upon fuch 
a novice as myfelf. 

I fuould have faid, that our party con
fifted only of Captain, Mrs. and Mifs Mir
van, as Madame Duval fpent the day in 
the city :-which I own I could not la-
ment. 

1'here was a great deal of company ; but 
the firft perfon we faw was Sir Clement 
Willoughby. He addreffed us with his 
ufual eafe, and joined us for the whole even
ing. I felt myfelf very uneafy in his pre
fence ; for I could not look at him, nor 
hear him fpeak, without recolleCting the 
chariot adventure; but to my great amaze
ment, I obferved that he looked at me with
out the leaft apparent difcompofure, though 
certainly he ought not to think ot his be
haviour without bluihing. I really wifh I 
had not forgiven him, and then he could 
not have ventured to fpeak. to me any more. 

There was an exceeding good concert, 
but too much talking to hear it well. In
deed I am quite aftoniilied to find how little 
lhufic is attended to in filence; for though 
every body feems to admire, hardly any 
body liftens. 

We did not fee Lord Orville, till we 
went into the tea-room, which is large, 

low, 
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low, and under-ground, and ferves merely 
as a foil to the apartments above ; he then 
fat next to us ; he feemed to belong to a 
large party, chiefly of ladies ; but, among 
the gentlemen attending them, I perceived 
Mr. Lovel. 

I was extremely irrefolute whether or not 
I ought to make any acknowledgments to 
Lord Orville for his generous conduct in 
fecuring me fron1 the future impertinence 
of that man ; and I thought, that as he 
had feemed to allow ·l\1rs. Mirvan to ac
quaint me, though no one elfe, of the 
meafures which he had taken, he might 
perhaps fuppofe me ungrateful .if filent: 
however, I might have fpared myfelf the 
trouble of deliberating, as I never once had 
the fhadow of an opportunity of fpeaking 
unheard by Sir Clen1ent. On the contrary, 
he was fo exceedingly officious and forward, 
that I could not fay a word to any body, 
but inftantly he bent his head forward, with 
an air of profound attention, as if I had 
addreffed myfelf wholly to him : and yet, I 
never once looked at him, and would not 
have fpoken to him on any account. 

Indeed, Mrs. Mirvan herfelf, though 
unacquainted with the behaviour of Sir 
Clement after the opera, fays it is not right 
for a young woman to be feen fo frequentl.y 
in p·ublic with the fame gentleman; and, 1f 

our 
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our fray in town was to be lengthened, fue 
would endeavour to reprefent to the Cap· 
tain the impropriety of allowing his con. 
ftant attendance; for Sir Clement, with all 
his eafinefs, could not be fo eternally of 
our parties, if the Captain was lefs fond of 
his company. 

At the fame table with Lord Orville, fat 
a gentleman,-! call him fo only becaufc 
he 1-vas at the fa.me table,-w ho, alrr.oft 
from the moment I was feated, fixed his 
eyes ftedfaftly on my face, and never once 
removed them to any other obj ccr uring 
tea-time, notwithftanding my diflike of his 
ftaring muit, I am fure, have been very 
evident. I was quite furprifed, that a man 
whofe boldnefs was fo offenfive, could 
have gained admillion into a party of which 
Lord Orville made one ; for I natun lly 
concluded him to be fome low-br d, and 
uneducated man ; and I thought my ·de a 
was indubitably confirmed, when I heard 
him fay to Sir Clement vVilloug t->y, in an 
IJudible whijper,-which is a mode f fprech 
verydiftreffing and difagreeable t J y-fra1 d
ers,-" For Heaven,s fake, Willoughby, 
who is that lovely creature ?,, 

But what was my amazement, when, }if .. 
tening attentively for the anfwer, though 
my head was turned anotheJ way, I heard 
Sir Clement fay, " I am forry I cannot in .. 

form 
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form your Lordiliip, but I an1 ignorant 
myfelf." 

Lordjhip !-how extraordinary! that a 
nobleman, accuftomed, in all probability, to 
the firft rank of company in the kingdom, 
from his earlieft mfancy, can poffibly be 
deficient in good manners, however faulty in 
morals and principles ! Even Sir Clement 
Willoughby appeared modeft in compari
fon with this perfon. 

During tea, a converfation \Vas corn .. 
menced upon the times, faihions) and pl.lb
lic places, in which the company of both 
tables joined. It began by Sir Clement's 
enquiring of M ifs Mirvan and of me if the 
Pantheon had anfwered our expeCtations. 

We both readily agreed that it had great~ 
ly exceeded them. 

" Ay, to be fure,'' faid the Captain, 
''why you don't fuppofe they'd confefs they 
did n't like it, do you ? Whatever's the 
faihion, they muft like of courfe ;-or elfe 
I'd be bound for it they'd own, that there 
never was fuch a dull place as this here in
vented.', 

''And has, then, this building," faid 
Lord Orville, " no merit that may ferve to 
leffen your cenfure? Will not your eye, 
Sir, fpeak fomething in its favour ?" 

"Eye!" cried the Lord, (I don't know 
his name,) " and is there any eye here, that 

can 
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can find pleafure in looking at dead walls 
or fratues, when fuch heavenly living ob-
jeCts as I now fee demand all their admira-
tion ?" D· 

"0, certainly," faid Lord Orville," the 
lifelefs fymmetry of architeCt-ure, however 
beautiful the defign and proportion, no man 
would be fo mad as to put in competition 
with the animated charms of nature : but 
when, as to-night, the eye may be regaled at 
the fame titne, and in one view, with all 
the excellence of art, and all the perfection 
of nature, I cannot think that either fuffer 
by being feen together." . 

" I grant, n1y Lord," faid Sir Clement~ 
" that the cool eye of unimpaffioned philo
fophy may view both with equal attention, 
and equal fafety; but, where the heart is 
not fo well guarded, it is apt to interfere, 
and render, even to the eye, all objeCts but 
one infipid and uninterefting." 

'' Aye, aye," cried the Captain, " you 
may talk what you will of your eye here, 
and your eye there, and, for the matter of 
that, to be fure you have two,-bu t we all 
know they both fquint one way.'' 

"Far be it from me," faid Lord Orville, 
"to difpute the magnetic power of beauty, 
which irrefiftibly draws and attraCt:s whatever 

. has foul and fympathy: and I am happy to 
acknowledge, that though we have now no 

gods 
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zods to occupy a manfion profeff'edly built 
for them, yet we have fecured their better 
halves, for we have godde.lfes to whom we all 
m oft willingly bow down." And then~ 
with a very droll air, he made a profound 
reverence to the ladies. 

" They'd need be goddeff'es with a ven
geance," faid the Captain, " for they're 
mortal dear to look at. Howfomever, I 
fhould be glad to know what you can fee in 
e'er a face among them that's worth half a 
guinea for a fight." 

" Half a guinea ! " exclaimed that fame 
Lord, " I would give half I am worth, for 
a fight of only one, provided I make my 
own choice. And, prithee, how can mo
ney be better employed than in the fervice 
of fine women ?" 

" If the ladies of his own party can par
don the Captain's fpeech," faid Sir Cle
ment, " I think he has a fair claim to the 
forgivenefs of all." 

'' Then you depend very much, as I 
doubt not but you may," faid Lord Or
ville, " upon the general fweetnefs of the 
fex ;-but, as to the ladies of the Captain's 
party, they may ea!ily pardon, for they 
cannot be hurt." 

'' But they mufr have a deviliih good 
conceit of themfelves, though,'' faid the 
Captain, " to believe all that. Howfom

ever,. 
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ever, whether or no, I !bould be glad to 
be told, by fome of you, who feem to be 
knowinrr in them things, what kind of di
verfion ~an be found in fuch a place as this 
h~re, for one who has had, long ago, his 
full of face-hunting ?" 

Every body laughed,. but nobody fpoke. 
" Why look you there, now.,." continued 

the Captain, "you're all at a dead ftand !
not a man among you can anfwer that there 
queftion. Why, then, I muft make bold to 
conclude, that you all come here for no 
manner of purpofe but to ftare at one ano
ther's pretty faces ;-though, for the mat
ter of that, half of 'em are plaguy ugly,
and, as to t'other half,-1 believe it's none 
of God's manufaCtory." 

" What the ladies may come hither for, 
Sir," faid Mr. Lovel, (ftroking his ruffles, 
and looking down,) " it would ill become 
us to determine ;. but as to we men, doubt
lefs we can have no other view, than to ad-
m ire them." 

" If I be n't miftaken," cried the Cap-
tain, (looking earneftly in his face,) '' you 
are that fame perfon we faw at Love for 
Love t'othe.r night; be n't you ?" 

Mr. Lovel bowed. 
" Why then, Gentlemen," continued he, 

with a loud laugh, " I muft tell you a moft 
excellent good joke ;-when all was over, 

as 
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as fure as you're alive, he afked what the 
play was ! Ha, ha, ha ! " 

" Sir," faid Mr. Lovel, colouring, " if 
you were as much ufed to a town life as I 
am,-which, I prefume, is not precifely the 
cafe,-I fancy you would not fine. fo 1nuch 
diverfion from a circumftance fo common." 

" Common! what, is it common ?" re
peated the Captain ; '' why then, 'fore 
George, fuch chaps are more fit to be fent 
to fchool, and well diiciplined with a cat 
o' nine tails, than to poke their heads into a 
play-ho.ufe. Why, a play is the only thing 
left, now-a-days, that has a grain of ienie 
in it ; for as to all the reft of your public 
places, d'ye fee, if they were all put to
gether, I would n't give that for 'em ! '' 
fnapping his fingers. " And now we're 
talking of them iort of things, there's your 
operas,-! fhould like to know, now, what 
any of you can find to fay for them." · 

Lord Orville, who was mofr able to have 
anfwered, feemed by no means to think the 
Captain worthy an argun1ent, tlpon a fub
jeet concerning which he had neither know
ledge nor feeling : but, turning to us, he 
faid, " The ladies are filent, and we feen1 
to have engro1fed the converfation to our
felves, in which we are m 1ch more our 
own enemies tl an theirs. But," addreffing 
h ' felf to Mifs Mirva!l and me, ''I am 

m oft 
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1noft defirous to hear the opinions of thefe 

Y
ouna ladies, to whmn all public plac-es 

0 b ,, 
muft, as yet, e new. 

We both, and with eagernefs, declared 
- that we had received as much, if no,t more 

pleafure, at the opera than any where: but 
we had better have been fllent; for the 
Captain, quite difpleafed, faid, " What 
fignifies aiking them girls ? Do you think 
they know their own minds yet ? Aik 'em 
after any thing that's called diverflon, and 
you're fure they'll fay it's vaftly fine ;-they 
are a fet of parrots, and fpeak by rote, for 
they all fay the fame thing : but aik 'em 
how they like making puddings and pies, 
and I'll warrant you'll pofe 'em. As to 
them operas, I defire I may hear no more 
.of their liking fuch nonfenfe; and for you, 
Moll,n to his daughter, " I charge you, as 
you value my favour, that you'll never 
again be fo impertinent as to have a tafte of 
your own before my face. There are fools 
enough in the world, without your adding 
to their _number. I'll have no daughter of 
mine affect them fort of n1egrims. It is a 
ihame they a'n't put down; and if I'd my 
will, there's not a magiftrate in this town, 
but fuould be knocked of the head for fuf
fering them. If you've a mind to praife 
any thing, why you may praife a play, and 
welcome, for I like it myfelf." 
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pfhis reproof effectually filenced us both 
for the reft of the evening. Nay, indeed, 
for fome minutes it feemed to filence every 
body elfe ; till Mr. Lovel, not willing to 
lofe an opportunity of returning the Cap
tain's farcafm, faid, " Why, really, Sir, it 
is but natural to be moft pleafed with what 
is moft familiar, and, I think, of all our 
diverfions, there is not one fo much in 
common between us and the country, as a 
play. Not a village but has its barns and 
comedians; and as for the ftage bufinefs, why 
it may be pretty equally done any where; 
and even in regard to us, and the canaille, 
confined as we all are within the fetni-circle 
of a theatre, there is no place where the dif
tinction is lefs obvious." 

While the Captain feemed confidering for 
Mr. Lovel's meaning, Lord Orville, pro
bably with a view to prevent his finding it, 
changed the fubject to Cox's Mufeum, and 
afked what he thought of it? 

" Think !-" faid he, " why I think as 
how it i'n't worth thinking about. I like 
no fuch jem cracks. It is only fit, in my 
mind, for monkeys,-though, for aught I 
know, they too might turn up their nofes 
at it." 

" May we afk your Lordfhip's own opi
nion ?" faid Mrs. Mirvan. 

~~ The mechanifm," anfwered he, " is 
wonderfully 
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wonderfully ingenious : I am forry it is 
turned to no better account; but its purport 
is io frivolous, fo very remote from all aim 
at infiruCtion or utility, that the fight of fo 
fine a fhew, only leaves a regret on the 
mind, that fo much work, and fo much in
genuity, fhould not be better befrowed." 

" The truth is," faid the Captain, " that 
in all this huge town, fo full as it is of 
folks of all forts, there i'n't fo much as one 
public place, befides the play-houfe, where 
a man, that's to fay a man who is a man, 
ought not to be afhamed tp ihew his face. 
T'other day they got n1e to a ridotw; but 
I believe it will be long enough before they 
get me to another. I knew no more what 
to do with myfelf, than if my fuip'g com
pany had been metamorphofed into French
men. Then, again, there's your famous 
Ranelagh, that you make fuch a fufs about, 
-why what a dull place is that !-it's the , 
worft of all." 

~' Ranelagh dull!"-" Ranelagh dull!" 
was echoed from mouth to mouth, and all 
the ladies, as if of one accord, regarded the 
Captain with looks of the moft ironical con- ' 
tempt. 

" As to Ranelagh,'' faid Mr. Lovel, 
'' moft indubitably, though the price is 
plebeian, it is by no means adapted to the 
plebeian tafte. It requires a certain acquaint-

ance 
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ance with high life, and-and-and fame
thing of.-of-fomething d'un vrai goz2t, to 
be really fen fib le of its merit. Thofe whofe 
-whofe conneCtions, and fo forth, are not 
among les gens comme il [aut, can feel nothing 
but ennui at fuch a place as Ranelagh." 

'' Ranelagh 1" cried Lord --, " 0, 
'tis the divineft place under heaven,-or. 
indeed,-for aught I know -" 

" 0 you creature l" cried a pretty, but 
affeCted young lady, patting him with her 
fan, " you fha'n't talk fo ; I know what 
you are going to fay; but, pofitivdy, I 
won't fit by you, if you're fo wicked.'' 

" And how can one fit by you, and be 
good ?" faid he., " when only to look at 
you is enough to make one wicked-or 
wifh to be fo ?'' 

" Fie, my Lord ! " re tu rm~d ihe~ " you 
are really infufferable. I don't think I !hall 
fpeak to you again thefe feven years." 

" What a metamorpho!is," cried Lord 
Orville, " fhould you make a patriarch of 
his Lordfi1ip ~" · 

" Seven years 1" fa id he : '< dear Madam,· 
be contented with telling me you will not 
fpeak to me after feven years, and I will 
endeavour to fubmit." 

" 0, very well, my Lord," anfwered 
fhe, " pray date the end of our fpeaking 

Vot. I. K to 
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to each other as early as you pleafe, I'll 
promife to agree to your time." 

'' You know, dear Madam," faid he, 
fipping his tea, " you know I only live in 

Your fiaht." 
" b 0 yes, my Lord, I have long known 

that. But I begin to fear we fhall be too 
late for Ranelagh this evening." 

"0 no, Madam/' faid Mr. Lovel, look
ing at his watch, ''it is but juft paft ten." 

'' No more ! " cried !he, " 0 then we 
fuall do very well.'' 

All the ladies now ftarted up, and de
clared they had no time to lofe. 

H Why what the D-1," cri d the Cap
tain, leaning forward with both his arms 
on the table, "are you going to Ranelagh 
at this time of night ?" 

The ladies looked at one another, and 
fmiled. 

~' To Ranelagh ?" cried Lord -, 
" Yes, and I hope you are going too ; for 
we cannot poffibly excufe thefe ladies." 

" I go to Ranelagh ?-if I do, I'll be _,, 
Every body, now ftood up, and the 

ftranger Lord, coming round to n1e, faid, 
" You ao, I hope ?" 

" b No, my Lord, I believe not." 
'' 0 you cannot, muft not be f barba; .. 

rous.'' And he took n1y hand, and ran on 
faying 
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faying fuch fine fpeeches and compliments, 
that I might almoft have fuppofed myfelf a 
goddefs, and him a pagan, paying me ado
ration. As foon as I poffibly could, I c. rew 
back my hand ; but he frequently, in the 
courfe of converfation, contrived to take it 
again, though it was extremely difagreeable 
to me; and the more fo, as I faw that Lord 
Orville had his eyes fixed upon us, with a 
gravity of attention that made me. uneafy.· 

And, furely, my dear Sir, it was a great 
liberty in this Lord, notwithitanding his 
rank, to treat me fo freely. As to Sir 
Clement, he feemed in mifery. 

They all endeavoured to prevail with the 
Captain to join the Ranelagh party ; and 
this Lord told me, in a low voice, that it 
'lDas tearing his heart ottt to go without me. 

During this converfation, Mr. Lovel 
came forward, and aifurning a look of fur
priie, made me a bow, and enquired how 
I did, protefting, upon his honour, that he 
had not feen me before, or would fooner 

·· have paid his refpeCts to me. 
Though his politenefs was evidently con· 

ftrained, yet I was very glad to be thus af
fured of having nothing more to fear from 
him. 

The Captain, far from Iiftening to their 
perfuafions of accompanying them to Ra
nelagh, was quite in a pafiion at the pro-

K 2 pofa1, 
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pofal, and vowed he would fooner go to vt 

the Black-hole in Calcutta. 
'' But," faid Lord--, " if the ladies 

will take their tea at Ranelagh, you may 
depend upon our feeing them fafe home, for 
we £hall all be proud of the honour of at
tending them." 

"May be fo," fa id the Captain ; ''but I'll 
tell you what, if one of thefe places be n't 
.enough for them to-night, why to-morrow 
they fhall go to ne'er a one." 

We inftantly declared ourfelves very rea-
dy to go home. 

" It is not for yourfel ves that we peti-
tion," faid Lord -, " but for us; if 
you have any charity, you will not be fo 
cruel as to deny us ; we only beg you to 
prolong our happinefs for a few minutes,
the favour is but a fmall one for you to 
grant, though io great a one for \.lS to re
ceive." 

" To tell you a piece of my mind," faid 
the Captain, furlily, " I think you might 
as well not give the girls fo much of this 
palaver : they'll take it all for gofpel. As 
to Moll, why fhe's well enough, but no
thing extraordinary, though, perhaps, you 
may perfuade her that her pug-nofe is all 
the fafhion: and as to the other, why fhe's 
good white and red, to be fure; but what 

of 
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of that ?-I'll warrant ilie'll moulder away 
as faft as her neighbours." 

'' Is there," cried Lord--, " another 
man in this place, who, feeing fuch objects, 
could make fuch a fpeech ?" 

" As to that there," returned the Cap
tain, " I don't know whether there be or 
no, and, to make free, I don't care; for I 
fha'n't go for to model myfelf by any of 
thefe fair-weather chaps, who dare not fo 
much as fay their fouls are their own,
and, for aught I know, no more they ben't. 
I'm almoft as much afuamed of my coun
trymen, as if I was a Frenchman, and I 
believe in my heart there i'n't a pin to chufe 
between them ; and, before long, we fhall 
hear the very failors talking that lingo, and 
fee never a _fwabber without a bag and a 
fword." 

" He, he, he !-well, 'pon honour,'' 
cried Mr. Lovel, " you gentlemen of the 
ocean have a moft fevere way of judging.'' 

" Severe! 'fore George, that is impof
fible; for, to cut the matter fhort, the men, 
as they call themfelves, are no better than 
monkeys; and as to the women, why they 
are mere dolJs. So, now you've got my 
opinion of this fubjeet; and fo I wifu you 
good night.'' . . 

The ladies, who were very Impatient to 
be gone, n1ade their courtfies, and tripped 

K 3 away, 
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away, followed by all the gentlemen of their 
party, except the Lord I have before men
tioned, and Lord Orville, who frayed to 
make enquiries of Mrs. Mirvan concerning 
our leaving town ; and then faying, with 
his ufual politenefs, fomething civil to each 
of us, with a very grave air, he quitted us. 

Lord -- remained fome minutes long
er, which he fpent in making a profufion of 
compliments to me, by which he prevented 
my hearing diftinetly what Lord Orville 
faid, to my great vexation, efpecially as he 
looked-I thought fo, at leaft,-as if dif
pleafed at his particularity of behaviour to 
me. 

In going to an outward room, to wait 
for the carriage, I walked, and could not 
poffibly avoid it, between this nobleman 
and Sir Clement Willoughby; and, when 
the fervant faid the coach ftopped the way, 
though the latter offered me his hand, which 
I fhould much have preferred, this fame 
Lord, without any ceremony, took mine 
himfelf; and Sir Clement, with a look ex
tremely provoked, conducted Mrs. Mir
van. 

In all. ranks and all ftations of life, how 
ftrangely do .charatl:ers and manners differ! 
Lord Orville, with a politenefs which knovls 
no intermiffion, and makes no difi:inction, is 
as unaffu1ning and n10deit, as iJ he had never ' 

mixed 
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n1ixed with the great, and was totally igno
rant of every qualification he poifeifes; this 
other Lord, though laviih of compliments 
and fine fpeeches, feems to me an entire 
fl:ranger to real good-breeding ; whoever 
{hikes his fancy, engroffes his whole atten
tion. l-Ie is forward and bold, has an air of 
haughtinefs towards men, and a look of li
bertinifm towards women, and his con
fcious quality feems to have given him a 
freedom in his \Vay of fpeaking to either 
fex, that is very little fi1ort of rudenefs. 

When we returned home, we were all 
·Iow-fpirited ; the evening's entertainment 
had difpleafed the Captain, and his difplea
fure, I believe, difconcerted us all. 

And here I thought to have concluded 
my letter; but, to my great furprife, juft 
now we had a v ifit from Lord Orville. He 
called, he faid, to pay his refpec1:s to us 
before we left town, and made 1nany en
quiries concerning our return; and, when 
Mrs. Mirvan told him we were going into 
.the country without any view of again 
quitting ir, he expreiTed his concern in fuch 
terms-fo polite, fo flattering, fo ferious
that I could hardly forbear being forry my
felf. Were I to go immediately ta Berry 
Hill I am fure I fhould feel nothing but 
joy ;'-but, now we are joined by this Cap
tain, and by Madame Duval, I muft own 

K 4 lexpea 
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I expett very little pleafure at I-Ioward 
Grove. 

Before Lord Orville went, Sir Clement 
\ Villoughby called. He was more grave 
t han I had ever feen him, and made feveral 
.-tttempts to fpeak to me in a low voice, 
!lnd to a.ffure n1e that his regret upon the 
occaf10n of our journey, was entirely upon 
n1y account. But I was not in fpirits, and 
4:ould not bear to be teazed by him. How
ever, he has fo well paid his court to Cap
t d.in Mirvan, that he gave him a very hearty 
· nvitation to the Grove. At this, he brigh
tened,-and, juft then, Lord Orville took 
leave! 

No doubt but he was difgufted at this 
.i ll-timed, ill-bred partiality ; for furely it 
was very wrong to make an invitation be
fore Lord Orville, in which he was not in .. 
eluded ! I was fo much chagrined, that, as 
ioon as he went, I left the room ; and I 
ihall not go down ftairs till Sir Clement is 
gone. 

Lord Orville cannot but obferve his affi
duous·endeavours to ingratiate himfelf into 
my favour; and does not this extr~wagant 
civility of Captain Mirvan, give him reafon 
to fuppofe, that it meets with our general 
approbation ? I cannot think upon this 
fubjett, without inexpreilible uneafinefs ;
and yet, I can think of nothino- elfe. 

0 . 
Adreu, 
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Adieu, my deareft Sir. Pray write to me 
immediately. Hovv many long letters has 
this one ihort fortnight produced ! More 
than I may, probably, ever write again : I 
fear I fuall have tired you with reading 
them; but you will now have time to refr, 
for I iliall find but little to fay in future. 

And now, moft honm.1red Sir, with all 
the follies and imperfections which I have 
thus faithfully recounted, can you, and 
with unabated kindnefs, fuffer me to fign 
n1yfelf 

Your dutiful, 
and moft affeCtionate 

.l£vELINA 2 

L E T T E R XXIV. 

ltifr. Yillars to Evelhw. 

Berry HilJ, April %2. 

HOW much do I rejoice that I can a
gain addrefs my letters to Howard 

Grove 1 My Evelina would have grieved, 
had ilie known the anxiety of n1y mind, 
durino- her refidence in the great world. 
My ;pprehenfions h.ave been inexpreffi~ly 
alarming; and your JOUrnal, at once excit
ing and relieving my fears, has almo 

K 5 .wholly 
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wholly occupied me, fince the time of your 
dating it from London. 

Sir Cletnent Willoughby mufi: be an art
ful, defigning man ; I am extremely irrita
ted at his conduct. The paffion he pretends 
for you has neither fincerity nor honour; the 
manner and the opportunities he has chofen 
to declare it, are bordering upon infult. 

His unworthy behaviour after the opera, 
convinces me, that, had not your vehemence 
frightened him, ~een-J\.nn-ftreet would 
have been the laft place whither he would 
have ordered his chariot. 0 my child, how 
thankful am I for your efcape! I need not 
now, I atn fure, enlarge upon your indif
cretion and want of thought, in fo haftily 
trufting yourfelf with a man fo little known 
to you, and whofe gaiety and flightinefs 
fuould have put you on your guard. 

The nobleman you met at the Pantheon, 
bold and forward as you defcri be him to 
be, gives tne no apprehenfion; a man who 
appears fo openly licentious, and who makes 
his attack with fo little regard to decorum, 
is one who, to a mind fuch as my Evelina's, 
can never be feen but with the difguft 
which his manners ought to excite. 

· · But Sir Clement, though he feeks occa
fion to give real offence, contrives to avoid 
all appearance of intentional evil. He is 
£ r more dangerous, becaufe more artful ; 

9 but 
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but I am happy to obferve, that he feems 
to have made no impreffion upon your 
heart, and therefore a very little care and 
prudence may fecure you from thofe defians 
which I fear he has formed. 

0 

Lord Orville appears to be of a better 
order of beings. I-Iis fpirited conduct: to 
the meanly impertinent Lovel, and his an-

.xiety for you after the opera, prove him to 
be a man of fenfe and of feeling. Doubtlefs 
he thought there was much reafon to trem .. 
ble for your fafety, while expofed to the 
power of Sir Clement; and he acted with 
a regard to real honour, that will always 
incline me to think well of him, in fo im
mediately acquainting the Mirvan family 
with your fituation. Many men of this 
age, from a falfe and pretended delicacy to 

·a friend, would have quietly purfued their 
own affairs, and thought it more honour
able to leave an unfufpetl:ing young crea
ture to the mercy of a libertine, than to 
rifk his difpleafure by taking meafures for 
her fccurity. 

Your evident concern at leaving Lon-
don, is very natural ; and yet it affiitl:s me. 
I ever dreaded your being too n1uch pleafed 
with a life of diffipation, which youth and 
vivacity render but too alluring; and I al
moft regret the confent fo.r your j_ourney, 
which I had not the rcfolut1on to withhold. 

K G Alas, 
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Alas, my child, the artleifnefs of your 
nature, and the fimplicity of your educa
tion, alike unfit you for the thorny paths 
of the~great and bufy world. The fuppofed 
obfcurity of your birth and fituation, makes 
you liable to a thoufand difagreeable ad
ventures. Not only my views, but my 
hopes for your future life, have ever cen
tered in the country. Shall I own to you, 
that, however I may differ from Captain 
Mirvan in other refpeB:s, yet my opinion 
of the town, its manners, inhabitants, and 
diverfions, is much upon a level with his 
own ? Indeed it is the general harbour of 
fraud and of folly, of duplicity and of im
pertinence ; and I wiih few things more fer
vently, than that you n1ay have taken a 
lafting leave of it. 

Remember, however, that I only fpeak 
in regard to a public and diffipated life; in 
private families, we may doubtlefs find as 
much goodnefs, honefty, and virtue, in 
London as in the country. 

If contented with a retired ftat1on, I ftill 
hope I ihall live to fee my Evelina the 
ornament of her neighbourhood, and the 
pride and delight of her family: giving 
and receiving joy from fuch fociety as may 
beft deferve her affeB:ion, and employing 
herfelf in fuch ufeful and innocent occupa
tions as may fecure and merit the tendereft 

love 
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love of her friends, and the worthieft fatif
fatl:ion of her own heart. 

Such are my hopes, and fuch have been 
· my expectations. Difappoint them not, my 

beloved child, but chear me with a few lines, 
that may affure me, this one fhort fortnight 
fpent in town, has not undone the work of 
feventeen years fpent in the country. 

ARTHUR VILLARS. 

LETTER XXV. 

Evelina to the Rev. Mr. Villars. 

Ho ward Grove, April z 5. 

N O, my dear Sir, no ; the work of feve1t
teen ;•ears remains fuch as it was, ever 

unworthy your time and your labour, but 
not more fo now ,-at leaft I hope not,
than before that fortnight which has fo 
much alarmed you. 

And yet, I n1uft confefs, that I am not 
half fo happy here at prefent, as I was ere 
I went to town : but the change is in the 
place, not in me. Captain Mirvan and 
Madame Duval have ruined Howard Grove. 
The harmony that reigned here, is difturb-

. ed, our fchemes are broken, our way of 
life is altered, and our comfort is deftroyed. 

But 
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But do not fuppofe London to be the fource 
of thefe evils ; for, had our excurfion been 
any where elfe, fo difagreeable an addition 
to our houfhold, muft have caufed the fame 
change at our return. 

I was fure you would be difpleafed with 
Sir Clement Willoughby, and therefore I 
am by no means furprifed at what you fay 
of him : but for Lord Orville-I muft 
own I had greatly feared, that my weak and 
imperfeCt account would not have procured 
him the good opinion which he fo well de
ferves, and which I am delighted to find 
you feem to have of him. 0 Sir, could I 
have done juftice to the merit of which L 
believe hin1 poffeffed,-could I have paint
ed hitn to you fuch as he appeared to me,
then, indeed, you would have had fome idea 
of the claim which he has to your appro-
bation! · 

After the laft letter which I wrote in 
town, nothing more paffed previous to our 
journey hither, except a very violent quar
rel between Captain Mirvan and Madame 
Duval. As the Captain intended to travel 
on horfeback, he had fettled that we four 
females fhould make ufe of his coach. Ma
dame Duval did not con1e to QEeen-Ann
ftreet, till the carriage had waited fome 
time at the door, and then, attended by 

Monfie1u 
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Monfieur Du Bois, ihe made her appear
ance. 

The Captain, impatient to be gone, 
would not fuffer them to enter the houfe. 
but infifted that we ihould immediately get 
into the coach. We obeyed ; but were no 
fooner feated, than Madame Duval faid, 
" Come, Monfieur Du Bois, thefe girls can 

- make very good room for you ; fit clofer, 
children." 

l\'1 rs. Mirvan looked quite confounded, 
and M. Du Bois, after making fome apolo
gies about crowding us, aCtually got into 
the coach, on the fide with Mifs Mirvan 
and me. But no fooner was he feated, than 
the Captain, who had obferved this tranf· 
aCtion very quietly, walked up to the coach
door, faying, " What, neither with your 
leave, nor by your leave ?" 

M. Du Bois fcemed rather fhocked, and 
began to make abundance of excufes ; but 
the Captain neither underftood nor regarded 
him, and, very roughly, faid, " Look'ee, 
Monfeer, this here may be a French fa
fhion, for aught I know ;-but Give and 
T'ake is fair in all nations ; and fo now, 
d'ye fee, I'll make bold to fl1ew you an 
Englifh one." 

And then, feizing his wrift, he made hi1n 
jump out of the coach. 

M. Du Bois inftantly put his hand upon 
. hii 
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his fword, and threatened to refent d1is in
dignity. The Captain, holding \.JP hi.s 
ftick, bid him draw at his peril. Mrs. 
Mirvan, greatly alarmed, got out of the 
coach, a-nd, ftanding between them, entreat
ed her hufband to re-enter the houfe. 

'' None of your clack ~" cried he, an
grily, "what the D-1, do you fuppofe I 
can't manage a Frenchman ?" 

Mean time, Madame Duval called out 
to M. Du Bois, " Eh, lai.f!ez-le, mon ami, ne 
le corrigez pas ; c' eft un vi lain bete qui n' en 
vaut pas la peine." 

"Monjieur le Capitaine," cried M. Du Bois, 
" voulez-vous bien me demander pardon ?" 

" 0 ho, you demand pardon; do you ?" 
faid the Captain, " I thought as much ; I 
thought you'd come to ;-io you have loft 
your relifh for an Englifh falutation, have 
you ?" ftrutting up to him with looks of 
defiance. 

A crowd was now gathering, and Mrs. 
Mirvan again beiought her hufband to go 
into the houfe. 

" Why what a plague is the woman 
afraid of?- did you ever know a French
man that could not take an affront ?-I 
warrant, Monfeer knows what he is about ; 
-don't you, Monfeer ?" 

M. Du Bois, not underftandinO' him, only 
faid, " plait-il, Manjieur ?'~ 

0 

"N' -. o, 
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" No, nor dijh n1e, neither," anfwere'i 
the Captain; " but be that as it mav, what 
fignifies our parleying here? If you''ve any 
thmg to propofe, fpeak at once; if nor, 
why let us go on our journey without moh! 
ado." 

" Parbleu, je n' entends rien, moi !" cried 
M. Du Bois, furugging his fhoulders, and 
looking very difmal. 

Mrs. Mirvan then advanced to him, and 
faid, in French, that ihe was fure the Cap
tain had not any intention to affront him, 
and begged he would defift from a difpute 
which could only be productive of mutual 
mifunderftanding, as neither of them knew 
the language of the other. 

This fenfible remonftrance had the defired 
effect, and M. Du Bois, making a bow to 
every one, except the Captain, very wifely 
gave up the point, and took leave. 

We then hoped to proceed quietly on our 
journey ; but the turbulent Captain would 
not yet permit us : he approached Madatne 
Duval with an exulting air, and faid, ''Why 
how's this, Madam ? what, has your cham
pion deferred you ? why I thought you 
told me, that you old gentlewomen had 
it all your own way, among the1n French 
fparks ?" 

" As to that, Sir," anfwered fhe, " it's 
not of no confequence what you thought; 

for 
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for a perfon who can behave in fuch a low 
way, may think what he pleafes for me, for 
I fha'n't mind." 

" Why, then, Mifhefs, fince you muft 
needs make fo free," cried he, " pleafe to 
tell me the reafon why you took the liberty 
for to aik any of your followers into my 
coach, without my leave? Anfwtr me to 
that." 

" '¥hy then, pray, Sir," returned fhe, 
'' tell me the reafon why you took the li
berty to treat the gentleman in fuch a un
polite way, as to take and pull him neck 
and heels out ? I'm fure he had n't done 
nothing to affront you, nor nobody elfe; 
and I don't know what great hurt he would 
have done you, by juft fitting ftill in the 

· coach; he would not have eat it." 
" What, do you think, then, that my 

horfes have nothing to do, but to carry 
about your fniveling Frenchmen ? If you 
do, Madam, I muft make bold to tell you, 
you are out, for I'll fee 'em hanged firft." 

" More brute you, then! for they've ne
ver carried nobody half fo good." 

" 'Vhy, look'ee, Madam, if you muft 
needs provoke me, I'll tell you a piece of 
my mind; you muit know, I can fee as far 
into a mill-ftone as another man ; and fo, 
if you thought for to fob me off with one 
of your fmirking French puppies for a fan. 

in-law, 

m 
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in-law, why you'll .find yourfelf in a hobble, 
-that's all." 

" Sir, you're a -- but I won't fay 
what ;-but, I proteft, I had n'c no fuch a 
thought, no more had n't Monfieur Du 
Bois." 

'' My dear," faid Mrs. Mirvan, " we 
fhall be very late." 

" Well, well," anfwered he, " get away 
then ; off with you, as faft as you can, it's 
high tin1e. As to Molly, ihe's fine lady 
enough in all confcience ; I want none of 
your French chaps to make her worfe." 

And fo faying, he mounted his horfe, and 
we drove off. And I could not but think 
with regret of the different feelings we ex
perienced upon leaving London, to what 
had belonged to our entering it I 

During the journey, Madame Duval was 
fo very violent againft the Captain, that !he 
obliged Mrs. Mirvan to tell her, that, when 
in her prefence, fhe muft beg her to eh u fe 
iome other fubjeEt of difcourfe. 

We had a n1oft affectionate reception 
fron1 Lady Howard, whofe kindnefs and 
hofpitality cannot fail of making every body 
happy, who is difpofed fo to be. 

Adieu, my deareft Sir. I hope, though 
I have hitherto negleCted to n1ention it, that 
you have always remembered me to whoever 
has tnade any enquiry concerning me. 

LETTER 
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L E T T E R XXVI. 

Evelina to the Rev. Mr. Villars. 

Ho ward Grove, April 27. 

0 MY dear Sir~ I now write in the great
eft uneafinefs r 1\1adame Duval has 

made a propofal which terrifies me to death, 
~nd which was as unexpeCted, as it is ihocli
lng. 

She had been employed for fome hours 
this afternoon in reading letters from Lon
don, and, juft aoout tea-time, fhe fent for 
me into her room, and faid, with a look of 
great fatisfaCtion, " Come here, child, I've 
got fame very good news to tell you : fome .. 
thing that will furprife you, I'll give you my 
word, for you ha'n't no notion of it." 

I begged her to explain herfelf; and 
then, in terms which I cannot repeat, fhe 
faid fhe had been confidcring what a fuame 
it was, to fee me fuch a poor country, 
:fhame-faced thing, when I ought to be a 
fine lady ; and that fhe had long, and upon 
feveral occafions, bl uihed for me, though 
fhe muft own the fault was none of mine: 
for nothing better could be expected from 
a girl who had been fo immured. How
ever, fhe affured 1ne ihe had, at length, hit 

upon. 
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t.lpon a plan, which would make quite an
other creature of me. 

I waited, without tnuch impatience to 
hear what this preface led to ; but I ~vas 
foon awakened to more 1i vely fenfations, 
when fhe acquainted me, that her intention 
was to prove my birthright, and to claim, 
by law, the inheritance of my real family! 

It would be impollible for me to exprefs 
my extreme .confternation, when 1he thus 
unfolded her fcheme. My furprife and ter
ror were equally great. I could fay nO
thing; I heard her with a filence which I 
had not the power to break. 

She then expatiated very warmly upon 
the advantages I 1hould reap from her plan; 
talked in a high ftyle of my future grandeur; 
aifured me how heartily I fhould defpife al
n1of1 every body and every thing I had hi
therto feen; prediCted my marrying into 
fome family of the firft rank in the king
dom ; and, finally, faid I fhould fpend a 
few tnonths in Paris, where my education 
and manners might receive their laft polifu. 

She enlarged alfo upon the delight fhe 
fhould have, in comn1on with myfelf, from 
mortifying the pride of .certain people~ and 
fhewing them~ that !he was not to be fltght
ed with impunity. 

In the midft of this difcourfe, I was re~ 
lieved by a fummons to tea. Madame Du

val 
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val was in great fpirits; but y emotion 
was too painful for concealment, and every 
body enquired ir1to the caufe. I would fain 
have waved the fubject, but Madame Duval 
was determined to tnake it public. She 
told them, that rne had it in her hf'ad to 
make fomething of tne, and that they fhould 
foon call me by another name than that of 
Anville, and yet that fhe was not going to 
have the child married, neither. 

I could not endure to hear her proceed, 
and was going to leave the room ; which, 
when Lady Howard perceived, 1he begged 
Madame Du val would defer her intelligence 
to fome other opportunity; but fhe was fo 
eager to communicate her fcheme, that fhe 
could bear no delay, and therefore they fuf
fered me to go, without oppofition. In
deed, whenever tny fituation or affairs are 
n1entioned by Madan1e Duval, fhe fpeaks of 
them with fuch bluntnefs and feverity, that 
I cannot be enjoined a tafk rnore cruel than 
to hear her. 

I was afterwards acquainted with fome 
particulars of the converfation by M ifs Mir
van, who told me that Madame Duval in
formed them of her plan with the utmoft 
complacency, and feemed to think herfelf 
very fortunate in having fuggefted it; but 
foon after, .fhe accidentally betrayed, that 
1he had been inftigated to the fcheme by 

her 
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her relations the Branghtons, whofe letters 
which ihe received to-day, firft n1entioned 
the propofal. She declared that fbe would 
have nothing to do with any round-about 
ways, but go openly and inftantly to law, in 
order to prove my birth, real name, and 
title to the eftate of my anceftors. 

How impertinent and officious, in thefe 
Branghtons, to interfere thus in my con
cerns! You can hardly imagine what a 
difturbance this plan has made in the fa
mily. The Captain, without enquiring into 
any particulars of the affair, has perempto
rily declared himfelf againft it, merely be
caufe it has been propofed by Madame 
Duval, and they have battled the point 
together with great violence. Mrs. Mir
van fays fhe will not even think, till 1he 
hears your opinion. But Lady Howard~ 
to my great furprife, openly avows her ap
probation of Madame Duval's intention : 
however, fhe will write her reafons and fen
timents upon the fubjeCl: to you herfelf. 

As to Mifs Mirvan, ihe is rpy fecond felf, 
and neither hopes nor fears but as I do. 
And as to me,-I know not what to fay, 
nor even what to wiih; I have often thought 
my fate peculiarly cruel, to have but one 
parent, and from that one to be banifhed 
for ever ·-while, on the other fide, I have ' . 
but too well known and felt the propnety 

of 
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of the feparation. And yet, you may much 
better imagine than I can exprefs, the in
ternal anguifh which fometimes oppreffes 
my heart, when I reflect upon the ftrange 
indifferency, that mufl: occafion a father 
never to make the leaft enquiry after the 
health, the welfare, or even the life of his 
child! 

0 Sir, to me, the Iors is nothing !-great-
ly, fweetly, and moft benevolently have 
you guarded me from feeling it ;-but for 
him, I grieve indeed !-I muft be divefted, 
not merely of all filial piety, but of all hu
manity, could I ever think upon this fub
jett, and not be wounded to the foul. 

Ag in I muft repeat, I know not what 
to wijh: think for me, therefore, my deareft 
Sir, and fuffer my doubting mind, that 
knows not which way to direct its hopes, 
to be guided by-your wifdom and unerring 
CO\.lnfd. 

EvELINA. 

LETTER 
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L E T T E R XXVII. 

Lady Howard to the Rev. Mr. l/Hlars. 

Howard Grove. 
Dear Sir, 

I Ca~~ot give a greater proof of the high 
opmwn I have of your can·dour, than 

by the liberty I am now going to take, of 
prefutning to offer you advice, upon a fub
ject concerning which you have fo juft a 
claim to act for yourfelf: but I know you 
have too 1mafFected a love of juftice, to be 
partially tenacious of your own juda enr. 

Madame Duval has been propofing a 
fcheme which has put us all in commotion, 
and againft which, at firft, in common with 
the re1l: of tny family, I exclaimed; but 
upon more mature conflderation, I own my 
objections have almoft wholly vanifhed. 

T'his fcheme is no other than to com.: 
mence a law-fuit with Sir John Belmont, 
to prove the validity of his ma~riage \\ ith 
M ifs Eve1yn; the neceffitry contequence of 
which proof, will be fecuring his fortune 
and eftate to his daughter. 

And why, m>' dear Sir, fhould not this 
be ? I know t h ~ ·, upon firft hearing, fuch a 
plan conveys i eJs that muit fhock you ; 
but I kn._o,v, to0, that your 1nind is fupe. 

~oL. L L ricr 



2 1 a E v E L I N .~.~. 

rior to being governed by prejudices, or to 
oppofing any important caufe on account of 
a few difagreeable attendant circumH:ances. 

Your lovely charge, now firft enteri11g 
into life, has merit which ought not to be 
buried in obfcurity. She feems born for 
an ornament to the world. Nature has 
been bountiful to her of whatever ihe had 
to beftow ; and the peculiar attention you 
have given to her education, has formed 
her mind to a degree of excellence, thatJ in 
one fo young, I have fcarce ever feen equal
led. Fortune, alone, has hitherto been [par
ing of her gifts ; and fbe, too, now opens 
the way which leads to all that is left to wifh 

for her. 
What your reafons may have been, my 

good Sir, for fo carefully concealing the 
birth, name, and pretenfions of this amiable 
girl, and forbearing to make any claim 
·upon Sir John Belmont, I am totally a 
{hanger to ; but, without knowing, I re
fpeCt them, from the high opinion I have 
of your charaCter and judgment : but I 
hope they are not infuperable; for I cannot 
but think, that it was never defigned, for 
one who feems meant to grace the world, to 
have her life devoted to retirement. 

Surely Sir John Belmont, wretch as he 
has ihewn himfelf, could never fee his ac
compliihed daughter, and not be proud to 

3 own 
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pwn her, and eager to fecure her the·inhe
ritance of his fortune. The admiration 
fhe met with in town, though merely the 
effect of ,her external attractions, was fuch, 
that Mrs. Mirvan affures me, fhe would 
have had the moft fplendid offers, had there 
not feemed to be iome myftery in regard 
to her birth, which, fhe was well informed, 
was afiiduouOy, though vainly, endeavoured 
to be difcovered. 

Can it be right, n1y dear Sir, that this 
promifing young creature fhould be de
prived of the fortune, and rank of life, to 
which fhe is lawfully entitled, and which 
you have prepared her to fupport and to 
ufe fo nobly ? To defpife riches, may, in
deed, be philofophic, but to difpenfe them 
worthily, n1uft furely be more beneficial to 
mankind. 

Perhaps a few years, or, indeed, a much 
fhorter tin1e, may make this fcheme imprac"" 
ticable: Sir John, though yet young, leads 
a life too· diffipated for long'duration ; and, 
when too late, we may regret that fame
thing was not fooner done ; for it will be 
next to impoffible, after he is gone, to fet-i 
tie or prove any thing with his heirs and 
executors. 

Pardon the earneftnefs with which I write 
my fenfe of this affair; but your charming 
ward has made me fo warmly her friend, 

L 2 that 
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that I cannot be indifferent upon a fubjett 
of fuch importance to her future life. 

Adieu, tny dear Sir ;-fend me fpeedily 
an anf wer to this remonftrance, and believe 

tne to be, &c. M. HoWARD. 

L E T T E R XXVIII. 

Mr. Villars to Lady Howard. 

Berry Hill, May z, 

OUR letter, Madam, has opened a 
fource of anxiety to which I look 

forward with dread, and which to fee clofed, 
I fcarc~ly dare expeCt. I am unwilling eo 
oppofe my opinion to that of your Lady
fhip, nor, indeed, can I, but by arguments 
which, I believe, will rather rank me as a 
hermit, ignorant of the world, and fit only 

• for my cell, than as a proper guardian, in 
an age fuch as this, for an accompliihed 
young woman. Yet, thus called upon, it 
behoves me to explain, and endeavour to 
vindicate, the reaions by which I have been 
hitherto guided. 

The mother of this dear child,-who was 
led to deftruttion by her own imprudence, 
the hardnefs of heart of l\1adame Duval, 

and 
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and the villainy of Sir John Belmont,-was 
once, what her daughter is now, the beft 
beloved of my heart ; and her memory, fo 
long as my own holds, I ihall love, mourn, 
and honour ! On the fatal day that her 
gentle foul left its manfion, and not many 
hours ere ihe ceafed to breathe, I folemnly 
plighted my faith, 'rhat her child, if it lived, 
jhould know no father, but myfelf, or her ac
knowledged hujband." 

You cannot, Madam, fuppofe that I 
found much difficulty in adhering to this 
promife, and forbearing to make any claim 
t1pon Sir John Belmont. Could I feel an 
affetl:ion the moft paternal for this poor 
fufferer, and not abominate her deft:royer ? 
Could I wiih to deliver to him, who had fo 
bafely betrayed the mother, the helplefs and 
innocent offspring, who, born in fo much 
forrow, feemed entitled to all the con1paf
fionate tendernefs of pity ? 

For many years, the name alone of that 
man, accidentally fpoken in my hearing, 
almoft divefted me of my chriftianity, and 
fcarce could I forbear to execrate him. 
Yet I fought not, neither did I defire, to 
deprive him of his child, had he, with 
any appearance of contrition, or, indeed~ 
of humanity, endeavoured to become lefs 
unworthy fuch a bleffing ;-but he is a 
flranger to all parental feelings, and has, 
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with a favage infenfibility, forborne to en- th: 
quire even into the exiftence of this fweet th 
orphan, though the fituation of his injured an 
wife was but too well known to him. 

You wifu to be acquainted with my in
tentions-.-! muft acknowledge, they were 
fuch as I now perceive would not be ho
noured with your Ladyfhip's approbation : 
for though I have fometimes thought of 
prefenting Evelina to her father, and d~
manding 'the juitice which is her due, yet, 
at other tin1es, I have both difdained and 
feared the application ; difdained, left it 
:fhould be refufed, and feared, left it !hould 
be acrepred ! 

Lady Belmont, who was firmly perfuaded 
cf her approaching diffolution, frequently 
and earneftly befought me, that if her in
fant was a female, I would not abandon 
her to the direCtion of a man fo wholly un
fit to take the charge of her education ; but, 
fhould fhe be importunately demanded, that 
I would retire with her abroad, and care-
fully conceal her from Sir John, till fome 
apparent change in his {entiments and con .. 
duct ihould announce hin1 lefs improper 
for fuch a truft. And often would ihe fay, 
" Should the poor babe have any feelings 
correfponde.nt with its mother's, it will have 
no want, while under your protection.', 
Alas! ihe had no fooner quitted it herfelf, 

than 
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than !he was plunged into a gulph of mifery, 
that [wallowed up her peace, reputation, 
and life. 

During the childhood of Evelina, I fug. 
gefted a thouf«nd plans for the fecurity of 
her birth-right ;-but' I as often times re
jected them. I was in a perpet~al conflict, 
between the defire that fhe fhould ha 
juftice done her, and the apprehenfion that~ 
while I improved her fortune, I fhould en
danger her mind. However, as her cha
raCter began to be formed, and her difpo
fition to be difplayed, my perplexity abated; 
the road before me feemed lefs thorny and 
intricate, and I thought I could p~rceive 
the right path fr01n the wrong: for, when I 
obferved the artlefs opennefs, the ingenuous 
fimplicity of her nature ; when I iaw that 
her guilelefs and innocent foul fancied all 
the world to be pure and difinterefted as her
felf, and that her heart was open to every 
impreffion with which love, pity, or art 
might affail it ;-then did I flatter myfelf, 
that to follow my own inclination, and to 
fecure her welfare, was the fame thing; 
fince, to expofe her to the fnares and dan
gers inevitably encircling a houfe of which 
the tnaftcr is diffipated and unprincipled~ 
without the guidance of a mother, or any 
prudent and fenfible female, feemed to me 
no lefs than fuffering her to ftun1ble int<> 
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fame dreadful pit, when the fun was in its 
n1eridian. My plan, therefore, was not 
merely to educate and to cherifh her as my: 
own, but to adopt her the heirefs of my 
iinall fortune, and to beftow her upon fome 
worthy man, with whom fhe might fpend 
her days in tranquillity, chearfulnefs, and 
good.humour, untainted by vice, folly, or 
ambition. 
· So much for the time paft. Such have 
been the motives by which I have been go
verned ; and I hope they will be allowed 
not merely to account for, but alfo to juftify, 
the conduCt which has refulted from them. 
It now remains to fpeak of the time to 
come. 

And here, indeed, I am fenfible of dif-
ficulties which I almoft defpair of fur
mounting according to my willies. I pay 
the higheft deference to your Ladyfhip's 
opinion, which it is extremely painful to 
me not to concur with; yet, I atn fo well 

·acquainted with your goodnefs, that I pre
fume to hope it would not be abfolutely 
impoffible for me to offer fuch arguments 
as might lead you to think with me, that 
this young creature's chance of happinefs 
feems lefs doubtful in retirement, than it 
would be in the gay and diffipated world: 
but why {hould I perplex your Ladyfhip 
with reafoning that can turn to fo little ac-

count 
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count? for, alas ! what arguments, what 
perfuafions can I make ufe of, with any 
profpeCl: of fuccefs, to fuch a woman as 
Madame Duval ? Her character, and the 
violence of her difpofition, "ntimidate me 
fr01n making the attempt: ihe is too igno
rant for inftruc1ion, too obftinate for en
treaty, and too wedk fo i reafon. 

I will not, therefore, enter into a conteft 
from which I have noting to expect but 
altercation and impert inence. As foon 
would I d ;fc ufs the effect of found with 
the deaf, or the nat ure of coiours with the· 
blind, as aim at il luminat ing with convic
tion a mind fo warped by prt:judice, fo 

· much the fi ave of unruly and illiberal paf
fions. U nuiec: as ihe is to controul, per
fuafion ·would but hard~n, and oppofition 
incenfe her. I yield, therefore, to the ne
ceffity which comrels my reluctant acquief
cence, and fhall now turn all n1y thoughts 
upon confidering of fuch methods for the 
conduB:ing this t:n t ~ r:J r ize, as may be moft 
conducive to .. e hupr ~ t1efs of my child, and 
le aft liable u ¥< uEd her fenfibility. 

1 'he lCJ •v-fu ir, therefore, I wholly and 
abfolutel] difapprove. 

Will you, my dear Madam, forgive the 
freedom of an old man, if I own myfelf 
greatly fu rprifed, that you could, even 
for a moment, liften to a plan fo violent, 

L 5 fo 
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fo public, fo totally repugnant to all female b 
delicacy ? I am fatisfied your Ladyihip has f2 
not weighed this projrCt. There was a p 
time, indeed, when, to affert the innocence 
of Lady Belmont, and to blazon to the 
world the wrongs, not guilt, by which fhe 
fuffered, I propofed, nay attempted, a fimi
lar plan : but then, all affiftance and encou
ragement was denied. How cruel to the 
remembrance I bear of her woes, is this 
tardy refentment of Madame Duval ! She 
'vas deaf to the voice of Nature, though ihe 
has hearkened to that of Ambition. 

Never can I confent to have this dear 
and timid girl brought forward to the no
tice of the world by fuch a tnethod ; a 
method, which will fubjeCt her to all the 
impertinence of curiofity, the fneers of con
jeCture, and the ftings of ridicule. And 
for what ?-the attainment of wealth, which 
fhe does not wan r, and the gratification of 
vanity, which fhe does not feeL-A child 
to appear againft a father !-no, Madam, 
old and infirm as I am, I would even yet 
fooner convey her myfelf to fame remote 
part of the world, though I were fure of 
dying in the expedition. 

Far different had been the motives which 
would have ftitnulated her unhappy mother 
to fuch a proceeding; all her felicity in this 
world was irretrievably loft; her life was 

become 
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become a burthen to her, and her fair. 
fame, which ihe had early been taught to 
prize above all other things, had received 
a mortal wound : therefore, to clear her 
own honour, and to fecure from blemifh 
the birth of her child, was all the good 
which Fortune had referved herfdf the 
power of beftowing. But even this laft 
confolation was with-held from her ! 

Let milder n1eafures be adopted ; and- · 
.fince it muft be fo,-let application be 
made to Sir John Belmont ; but as to a 
law-fuit, I hope, upon this fubject, never 
more to hear it mentioned. 

With Madame Duval, all pleas of de
licacy would be ineffectual ; her fcheme 
muft be oppofed by arguments better fuited 
to her underftanding. I will not, therefore, 
talk of its impropriety, but endeavour to 
prove its inutility. Have the goodnefs, 
then, to tell her, that her own intentions 
would be fruftrated by her plan, fince, 
fhould the law-fuit be commenced, and 
even ihould the caufe be gained, Sir John 
Belmont would frill have it in his power, 
and, if irritated, no doubt in his inclina
tion, to cut off her grand-daughter with a 
!billing. 

She cannot do better, herfelf, than to 
remain quiet and inactive in the affair: the 
long and mutual animofity between her and 

Sir 
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Sir John, will make her interference merely 
produCtive of debates and ill. will. Neither w 
would I have Evelina appear till fum- ce 
n1oned. And as to myfelf, I muft wholly B 
decline afting, though I wil1, with unwea-
ried zeal, devote all my thoughts to giving a< 
counfel : but, in truth, I have neither in
clination nor fpirits adequate to eng1ging 
perfonally with this man. 

My opinion is, that he would pay more 
refpeB: to a letter from yo 1r Ladyfhip 
upon this fubjecr, than from ar:l other per
fen. I thtrefore adv.fe and hope, that you 
will yourfelf take the trouble of writing to 
him, in order ,to open the aff·.ir. When 
he £hall be inclined to fee Evelina, I have 
for him a pofthumous letter, which his 
much-injured lady left to be prefented to 
him, if ever fuch a n1eeting ihould take 
place. 

The views of the Branghtons, in fug-
gefting this fcheme, are obvioufly intereft
ed; they hope, by fecuring to Evelina the 

.fortuqe of her father, to mduce Madame 
Duval to fettle her own upon themidves. 
In this, howevt.r, they would probably be 
n1iftaken, for little mmds have ever a pro~ 
penfity to beftow their wealth u on thofe 
who are already in affluence, and, there
fore, the 1 fs her grand-ch11d requires her 
affiftance, the more gladly fhe will give it. 

I have 
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I have but one thing more to add from 
which, however, I can by no me;ns re
cede : my word fo folemnly aiven to Lady 
Belmont, that her child fh~uld never be 
owned but with herfelf, muft be inviolably 
adhered to. 

I am, dear Madam, with great refpect, 
Your Ladyihip's moft obedient fervant, 

AR THUR VILLARS. 

I~ E T T E R XXIX. 

Mr. Villars to Evelina. 

Berry Hill, May ~. 

H 0 W fincerely do I fympathife in the 
uneafinefs and concern which my be

loved Evelina has fo much reafon to feel! 
The cruel fcheme in agitation is equally 
repugnant to tny judgment and my incli
nation,-yet to oppofe it, feems impracti
cable. To follow the "dictates of my own 
heart, I fhould infrantly recall you to my
felf, and never n1ore confent to your being 
feparated from me ; but the manners and 
opinion of the world demand a different 
cond uet. Hope, however, for the beft, and 

be 
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be fatisfied you fhall meet with no indi<Y
nity; if you are not received into your o:n 
family as you ought to be, and with the 
diftinttion that is your due, you fhall leave 
it for ever ; ar:d, once again reftored to my 
proteCtion, feture your own tranquillity, 
and make, as you have hitherto done, all 
the happinefs of my life ! 

LETTER XXX. 

Evelina to the Rev. Mr. l/illars." 

Howard Grove, May 6. 

T HE die is thrown, and I attend the 
event in trembling! Lady Howard 

has written to Paris, and fent her letter to 
town, to be forwarded in the ambaffador's 
packet, and in lefs than a fortnight, there
fore, fhe expeCts an anfwer. 0 Sir, with 
what anxious impatience !hall I wait its ar
rival! upon it feems to depend the fate of 
n1y future life. My folicitude is fo great, 
and my fufpence fo painful, that I cannot 
reft a moment in peace, or turn my thoughts 
into any other channel. 

Deeply inter<::ited as I now am in the 
event, moft fincerely do I regret that the 
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plan· was ever propofed: methinks it cannot 
end to my fatisfaction; for either I muft be 
torn fron1 the arms of my more than father, 
-or I muft have the mifery of being finally 
convinced, that I an1 cruelly rejected by 
him who has the natural claim to that dear 
title; a title, which to write, mention, or 
think of, fills my whole foul with filial ten
dernefs. 

The fubjeB: is difcuffed here eternally. 
Captain Mirvan and Madame Duval, as 
ufual, quarrel whenever it is ftarted : but 
I am fo wholly engroffed by my own re
flections, that I cannot even lifi:en to them. 
My imagination changes the fcene perpetu
ally: one moment, I am embraced by a 
kind and relenting parent, who takes me 
to that heart from which I have hitherto 
been banifhed, and fupplicates, through 
me, peace and forgivenefs from the allies 
of my mother !-at another, he reg_ards 
me with deteftation, confiders me as the 
living image of an injured faint, and repulfes 
me with horror !-But I will not afflict you 
with the melancholy phantafms of my brain. 
I will endeavour to corn pofe my mind to 
a n1ore tranquil ftate, and forbear to write 
again, till I have, in fon1e n1eafure, fuc
ceeded. 

May Heaven blefs you, my deareft Sir ! 
and 
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and long, long may it continue you 01 

earth, to blefs 
Your grateful 

EVELIN A! 

L E T T E R XXXI. 

Lady Howard to Sir J-ohn Belmont, Bart; 

Howard Grove, May )• 

Sir, 

YOU will, doubtlefs, be furprifed at 
receiving a letter from one who hnd 

for fo ihort a period the honour of your 
, acquaintance, and that at fo great a diftance 

of time; but the motive which has induced· 
n1e to take this liberty, is of fo delicate a 
nature, that were I to commence making 
apologies for my officioufnefs, I fear my 
letter would be too long for your pa
tience. 

You have, probably, already conjeCtured. 
the fubjeB: upon which I mean to treat. 
My regard for Mr. Evelyn and his amiable 
daughter was well known to you : nor can 
I ever ceafe to be interefted in whatever be· 
longs to their memory or family. 

l muft own myfelf iotnewhat diftreffed in 
what 
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~hat manner to introduce the purport of 
my writing; yet, as I think that, in affairs 
of this kind, franknefs is the firft requifite 
to a good underfranding between the parties 
concerned, I will neither torment you nor 
myfelf with punCtilious ceremonies, but 
proceed inftantly and openly to the bufi
nefs which occauons n1y giving you this 
trouble. 

I pvefume, Sir, it would be fuperfluous 
to tell you, that your child refides frill in 
·Dorfedhire, and is ftil under the proteCtion 
of the Rev~rend Mr. Villars, in whok houfe 
fne was born : for, though no enquiries 
concerning her have reached his ears, or 
mine, I can never fuppofe it poffible you 
have forborne to n1ake them. It onlv re
mains, therefore, to tell you, that your 
daughter is now grown up ; that ihe has 
been educated with the utmoft care, and 
the utmoft fuccefs; and that fhc is now a 
moft deferving, accomplifhed, and amiable 
young woman. 

Whatever tnay be your view for her fu-
ture deftinatiun in life, it feems tin1e to de
clare it. She is greatly admired, and, I 
doubt not, will be very much fought after: 
rt is proper, therefore, that her future ex
peCtations, and your pleafure concerning 
her, fhould be made known. 

Believe me, Sir, ihe merits your utmoft 
attent:on 



234 E V E L I N A. 

attention and regard. You could not fee 
and know her, and remain unmoved by 
thofe fenfations of affeB:ion which belong 
to fo near and tender a relationfhip. She 
is the lovely refemblance of her lovely mo
ther;-pardon, Sir, the liberty I take in men
tioning that unfortunate lady, but I think it 
behoves me, upon this occafion, to fhew the 
efteem I felt for her; allow me, therefore, to 
fay, and be not offended at my freedom, that 
the memory of that excellent lady has but 
too long remained under the afperfions of 
calumny ; furely it is time to vindicate her 
fame ! -and how can that be done in a 
manner more eligible, more grateful to her 
friends, or ~nore honourable to yourfelf, 
than by openly receiving as your child, the 
daughter of the late Lady Belmont? 

1~ he venerable man who has had the care 
of her education, deferves your warmeft 
acknowledgments, for the unremitting pains 
he has taken, and attention he has fhewn, 
in the difcharge of his truft. Indeed fhe 
has been peculiarly fortunate in meeting 
with fuch a friend and guardian: a more 
worthy man, or one whofe charaB:er feems 
nearer to perfeB:ion, does not exift. 

Permit me to affure you, Sir, fhe will 
an1ply repay whatever regard and favour 
you may hereafter fhew her, by the com
fort and happinefs you cannot fail to find 

lU 
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in her affection and duty. To be owned 
properly by you, is the firft wifh of her 
heart ; and I am fure, that to merit your 
approbation will be the firft ftudy of her 
life. 

I fear that you will think this addrefs 
impertinent; but I muft reil: upon the 
goodnefs of tny intention to plead my ex .. 
cufe. 

I am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

M. HowARD: 
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