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TO THE HONOURABLE 

G E N E R A L 

0 G L E T H 0 R P E. 

SIR, 

T HE Indian Affairs have ever 
appeared to your Judgment 
of fuch Importance to the 

Welfare of our own People, that you 
have ever carefully applied your 
Thoughts to them ; and that with 
fuch Succefs, that not only the pre
fent Generation will enjoy the Bene
fit of your Care, but our lateft Po ... 
fl:erity blefs your Memory for that 
Happinefs, the :Foundation of which 
was laid under your Care, pro
vided that the People here, whofe 

Duty 
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Duty and Intereft is chiefly concern
ed, do on · their own Parts fecond 
your Endeavours, towards fecuring the 
Peace, and advancing the P ofperity 
of their Country. 

The following Account of the Five 
Indian Nations will fhew what dan
gerous Neighbours the Indians have 
once been ; what Pains a neighbour
ing Colony (whofe Interefl: is oppo
fite to ours) has taken to withdraw 
their AffeCtions from us ; and how 
much \Ve ought to be on our Guard. 
If \Ve only confider the Riches which 
our Enemies receive frorn the Indian 
Trade (though we were under no Ap
prehenfions fron1 the Indians thenl
felves) it would be highly imprudent 
in us to fuffer fuch People to grow 
Rich and Powerful, while it is in our 
Povver to prevent it, with tn uch lefS 
Charge and Trouble, than it is in 
theirs to accompli!h their Defigns. 

Thefe 



DED CATION. 

Thefe Con:G.derations alone are· fuf
ficient to n1ake the Indian Affairs 
deferve the moft 1erious Thoughts of 
every Governor in America. But 
I \vell know, be fides; that your 
Excellency's Views are not confined 
to the Intereft , of one Countrr on 
ly. 

1"'he Five Nations are a poor and, 
generally called, barbarous People, 
bred under the darkeft Ignorance ; 
and yet a bright and noble Genius 
1hines through thefe black Clouds. 

one of the greatefl: Rotnan Heroes 
have difcovered a greater Love to their 
Country, or a greater Contempt of 
Death, than thefe People called. arbari
ans have done, when Liberty came in 
Con1petition. Indeed, I think our In. 
dians have outdone the Romans in this 
Particular ; forne of the greateft of 
thofe have we know murdered them-

a felves 
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felves to avoid Shame or Torments; 
but our Indians have refufed to die 
meanly, or with but little Pain, when 
they thought their Country's Honour 
would be at Stake by it "'; but have 
given their Bodies, willingly, to the 
mofl: cruel Torments of their Ene
mies, to fhew, as they faid, that the 
Five Nations confifl:ed of Men, whofe 
Courage and Refolution could not be 
fhaken. They greatly fully, however, 
thofe noble Virtues, by that cruel 
Paffion, Revenge ; this they think 
it not only lawful, but honourable, to 
exert without Mercy on their Coun
try, s Enemies, and for this only it is 
that they can deferve the Name of 
Barbarians. 

But what, alas! Sir, have we Chrifiians 
done to make them better? We have 
indeed Reafc:>n to be alhamed, that 

* This will appear by feveral Inftances in the 
Second Part of this Hiftory. 

thefe 



DEDICATJON. vii 
thefe Infidels, by our Converfation 
and Neighbourhood, are become 
worfe than they were before they knew 
us. Inftead of Virtues we have only 
taught then1 Vices, that they were 

, intirely free from before that 'Time. 
The narrow Views of private Interefl: 
have occafioned this, and will occafi
oo greater, even publick Mifchiefs, if 
the Governors of the People do not; 
like true Patriots, exert themfelves) 
and put a Stop to thefe growing 
Evils. If thefe PraCtices b~ winked 
at, infiead of faithful Friends, that 
have manfully fought our Battles for 
us, the Five Nations will become faith-
lefs Thieves and Robbers; and join 
with every Enemy that can give them 
any Hopes of Plunder. 

If Care were taken to plant and 
cultivate in them that general Bene
volence to Mankind, which is the 
true firfl: Principle of Virtue, it would 
effeCl:ually eradicate thofe horrid Vices, 
occafioned by their unbounded Re-

a 2 venge j 
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venge ; and then they would no 
longer deferve the Name of Barba
rians, but would become a People, 
whofe Friendfhip might add Honour 
to the Britijh Nation. 

The Greeks and Romans, Sir, once 
as much Barbarians as our Indians 
now are, deified the Heroes that fidl: 
taught them thofe Virtues, from 
whence the Grandeur of thofe re
nowned Nations wholly proceeded ; 
a good Man, however, will feel more 
real SatisfaCtion and Pleafure, from the 
.Senfe of having any Way forwarded 
the Civilizing of a barbarous Nation, 
or of having multiplied the Num
ber of good Men, than from the 
fondefl: Hopes of fuch extravagant 
Honours. 

Thefe Confiderations, I believe, 
will ind~ce you, Sir, to think 
a Hiftory of the Five Nations not 
unworthy of your Patronage ; and on 
thefe only it is that I prefume to of-

fer 
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fer my beft Endeavours in this, who 
am, with the greateft Refpea, 

SIR, 

rour mojJ o!Jedient, 

and mojJ 'humble Servant, 
~ 

Cadwallader Colden. 
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THE 

PREFACE 
T 0 THE 

F I R s T pART. 

TH 0 U G H every one that is in the leafl acquaint
ed with the Affairs of North-America, knows of 
what Conftquence the Indians, commonly k1zow1t ta 

the People of New-York by the Name of the Five 
Nations, are, both in Peace and War ; I know of no 
Accounts of them, publijhed in Englith, hut what are 
very imperfeEt, and indeed meer 'l'ranflations of French 
Authors, who themfelves know little of the 'Truth. 
t:fhis ftems to throw fome Refleltions on the Inbabi
tants of our Province. as if we wanted Curiojity to 
enquire into our own Affairs, and were willi1zg to reft 
fatisfied with the Accounts the French give us of our 
own Indians, notwithflanding that the French in Ca
nada are always in a different Intercft, a;zd Jometimes 
in open Hoflility with us. 'I'his C01?fiderntion, I hop~, 
will ju.ftify my attempting to write an Hi.ftory of the 
Five Nations at this 'Iime ; and having had the Per
ufal of the Minutes of the Commi.flioners for Indian 
.Affairs, 1 have been enabled to eo/left many Materials 
for this Hijlory, which are not to be found any where 

elfe ; 



:the PREFACE to the FIRST PART; 

elfe; and cannot but think, that a l!.iflory of. th!s 
](ind will be of great Ufe to all the Br1t1lh Colonzes m 
North-America, fince it may enable them to learn Ex
perience at the Expence of others: And if I can con
tribute any Thing to fo good a Purpofe, I jhall not 
think my Labour loft. 

It will be nece.f!ary for me here to fay fomething in 
Excufe of two C£'hi1tgs in the following Performance, 
which, I am afraid, will naturally be found Fault 
with in it. The firft is, the filling up fo great Part of 
the Work with the Adventures of fmall Parties, and 
fometimes with thofe of one jingle Man : And the 
fecond is, the i11[erting fo many Speeches at length. 

As to the firfl, the Hiftory of Indians would be 
very lame, without an Account of theft private Adven
tures ; jo1· their warlike Expeditions are almoft always 
carried mz by furpri.fing each other, and their whole 
Art of War conjifts i1z 'managing [mall Parties. 'Ihe 
whole Country being one continued Forefl, gives great 
Advantages to theft fkulking Parties, and has obliged 
the Chriftians to imitate the Indians in this Method 
of making War among them. And fome would, doubtlefs, 
he defirous to know the Manners and Cu.ftoms of the 
Indians, in their publick Treaties efpecially, who could 
not be fatisfied without taking Notice of Jeveral mi
nute Circum.ftances, and Things other-wife of no 
Cmzfequence. /Ve are fond of fearching into re
mote Antiqui!)·, to know the Manners of our earlie.ft 
Progenitors; and, if 1 am not mi.ftaken, the Indians 
are living Images of them. 

My Dejign therefore in the Jec~nd was, that thereby the 
r;otius of the Indians might appear. An Hi.ftorian 
may paint Mens Aflions in lively Colours, or in faint 
Shades, as he likes befl, and in both Cafes preferve a 
per fell Likmefi ; but it will be a difficult q: ajk to jhe'W 
the Wit, Judgment, Art, Simplicity, and Ignorance 
(f the feveral P_arties, managing a Treaty, in other 
Jf7ords than thezr owu. As to my Part, I_ thought 

myfelf 
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'fhe PREFACE to the FIRST PAR r. 
myfelf incapable of doing it, without depri,uing the j~
dicious Obferver of the Opportunity of dijcovering 
much of the Indian Genius, by nry contraBing or pa
raphrqfing their Harangues, and without committtng 
often grofs Mijlakes. For, o;z theft OccajifiJJs, a ftit
ful Manager often toJI~s confuftdly, m:~: obfcurely., 
with Defign ; which if ttit Hijiorian foou!c! endeavour 
to amend, the Reader would recei".Je the l-lijlory in a 
falfe I.Jght. 

CJ'be Reader will find a great Difference betwee1. 
fome of the Speeches here given of thofe made at Al
bany, and thofe taken from the French Authors. 
Ours are genuine and truly related, as delivered b_y 
the fworn Interpret.:rs, of r:.vhom 'I'ruth only is requi
red; a rough Stile, <z.vith 'I'rutb, is preferable to Elo
quence without it : 'Ibis may be faid in Ju;Jification of. 
tbe Indian Expr1Jion, though I muft own, tl:at I fu
fpetl our Interpreters may NOt have done ]tljl/ce to the 
Indian Eloquence. For the Indians ha·ving but few 
Wcrds, and fe·w comp!e.\' Ideas, uft many lvf.etaphor 
in their Difi;ourft, 'Which inte1preted by a."Z zmftilful 
Cf'ongue, may appear mean, and ftrike our lmagrna
tion faintly ; but u11der the Pen of a jkilful R eprefen
ter, might firongly mo•ve our Pt1jJio11s bv their. lively 
Images. I have heard an old Indian Sac hem jpeak 
with much Vivacity mul Elucutioil, fo tbctt the Speaker 
pleafed and moved the Audi:urs ~with the ].,fanner of 
delivering hisDifcourfe; which however, as it afterwards 
came from the Interpreter, difappointed us in our ExpcEfa ... 
tions. After the Spea/ur had emplo;-ed a ccmjidera/;le 
Time in haranguing with ·much Elocution, the Inter
preter often explained the V...'bole by one jing!t Sl!i'~1;ce. · 
I believe the Speaker, in that '.Ji'ln$, emb.:lt:Jh~d aJZd tr

dorned his Figures, that they might have their full 
Force on the ImaginCltion, 1.ohile the Interpreter con
tented himfelf with the Scnje, in as few /Yards as it 
could be exprejjed. 

He that jirft writes the Hijlcry of 'T,:,i;.gr J ':J--bich 
are not generally known, ought to avoid, aj much as 

3 pqffiblc, 
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xiv 'J'he PREF AC~ to the FIRST pART~ 
pojfible, to make the Evidence of the 'Iruth depend in· 
tirely on his own Veracity and Judgment; and for this 
Reafon I have related fiveral CJ'ranfotlions in the 
Words of the Regijlers, when this is once done, 
he that jhall write afterwards, need not at1 with Jo 
much Caution. 

lf'he Hijlory of theft Indians, I promife myfelf, 
will give an agreeable Amuftment to many ; almo.ft e
'l)ery one will find Jomething in it juited to his own Palate ; 
but every Line will not pleafe every Man; on the con. 
trary, one will naturally approve what another con
demns, as one dejires to know what another thinks 
not worth the CJ'rouble of reading; for which Reafon, 
I think, it is better to run the Rifque of bei1tg fometimes 
tedious to certain Readers, than to omit any 'Ihing that 
may be ufeful to the World. 

I have fometimes thought, that Hiflories wrote with 
all the Delicacy of a fine Romance, are like French 
Dijhes, more agreeable to the Palate than the Stomach, 
and left wholefome than mere common and coarfer Diet. 

An Hijlorian' s J7iews mufl be curious and extenjive, 
and th8 Hijlory of different People and different Ages 
requires different Rules, and often different Abilities to 
write it ; I hope therefore the Reader will, from 
theft Con.fiderations, recei'Ue this firft Attempt of this 
kind, with more than ujital .Allo'wances. 

'Ihe Inhabitants of New-York have been much 
more concerned in the Cf'ranfoctions, which followed 
the Tear 1688, than in thofe which preceded it. 
And as it requires uncommon Courage and Refolution 
to engage willingly in tf.Je Wars againfl a cruel and 
barbarous Enemy, 1 jhould be forry to forget any that 
might defirve to be remembered by lhti1' Country with 
Gratitude on that Occajion. ' 

f\ V Q . 
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A 

VOCABULARY 
OF 

Some Words and Names ufed by the French 
Authors, ~who treat if the Indian Affairs, 
which are different jrom the Names of the 
fame People or Places, ufed or underflood by 
the Engliili, and may therefore be ufeful to 
thofe who intend to read the French Accounts, 
or compare them with the Accounts now pub-.. 
lijhed. 

Names ufed by the '1he fame are called by the Eng .. 
French. li{h, or by the Five Nations. 

A Benaguies. 

Algonkins. 
Amihouis. 

Aniez. 

Bay des Puans. 
Chigagou. 
Corlaer, or Coriard. 

OWenagungas, or New.:. 
England lndtans, and 

are Jometimes called the Ea-
ftern Indians. 

Adirondacks. 
Dionondadies, or Tuinonda

deks, a Branch or CJ'ribe of 
the OEatoghies. 

Mohawks, called li~tewife Ma-
quas. 

Enitajiche. 
Caneraghik. 
Schenetl:ad y. But tbe Five 

Nations cvmmonly ea!! the 
Gc7.kr-
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Names uftd by the <J:'he fame called by the Engli1h, 
French. or Five Nations. 

Detroit. 
Hurons. 
Hinois. 
Iroquois. 
Lac Huron. 
Loups. 
Manhattan. 
Mafcoutecs. 
Mourigan. 

Miamies. 
Miffilimakinak. 
Miffifakies. 
Oneyouts. 
Ontario lac. 
Orange. 
Outagamies. 
Outawas. 
Renards. 
Sauiteurs. 
Shaouonons. 
Tateras. 
Terre rouge. 
Tongorias. 
'ffonontouans. 

Governor of New-York by 
this Name, and often the 
People of the Province of 
New-York in general. 

T euchfagrondie. 
~atoghie. 
Chietaghicks. 
r:I'be Five Nations. 
Caniatare, or QEatoghe lake. 
Scahkook Indians. 
New-York City. 
Odiflaftagheks. 
MahikandS!r, or River Indi

ans, living on Hudfon' s Ri ·· 
ver, below Albany. 

Twightwies. 
Teiodondoraghie. 
Achfifagh.ecks. 
Oneydoes. 
Cadarackui Lake. 
Albany. 
~ackfies, and Scunkfiks. 
Utawawas, or Dewagunha~. 
Quak.fies. 
Eftiaghicks. 
Satanas. 
'Toderiks. 
Scunkfik. 
.Erighecks. 
s~nekas . 
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THE 

I N T R 0 D U C T I 0 N, 
BEING 

A jhort J7'iew of the Form of Govern
ment if the Five Nations, and qf their Laws, 
Cu.ftoms, &c. 

T is neceffary to know fomething of the Form of 
Government of the People-, whofe Hifl:ory one 
is about to know, and a few vVords will be fuffici

ent to give the Reader a Conception of that of the Five 
Nations, becaufe it fl:ill remains under original Sim .. 
plicity, and free from thofe complicated Contri .. 
vances, which have become neceifary to the Na
tions, where Deceit and Cunning have increafed as 
much as their Know ledge and vVifdom. 

The Fh·e Nations (as their Name denotes) con
uft of fo many Tribes or Nations, joined together 
by a Leagqe or Confederacy, like the U."Zited Pro
vinces, and without any Superiority of the one over the 
other . . T'his Union has continued fo long, that the 
Chrifl:ians know nothing of the Original of it : The 
People in it are known by the Englifh under the 
Names of Mohawks, One)'does, Onondagas, Ca)'Ugas, 
and Sennekas. 

Each of thefe Nations is again divided into three 
Tribes or Families, who difl:inguifu themfelves by 
three different Arms or Enfigns, the Tortoife, the 
Bear, and the Wolf; and the Sachems, or old Me.n 
of thefe F ami1ies, put this Enfign, or Mark of the1r 

B Family. 
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Family, to every publick Paper, when they fign 
it. 

Each of thefe Nations is an abfolute Republick by 
itfelf, and every Caftle in each Nation makes an 
independent Republick, and is ·govern·d in all pub
lick ... t\ffairs by its own Sachems or old Men. The 
Authority of th-efe Rulers is gain'd by, and confifts 
wholly in the Opinion the reft of the Nation have 
of their Wifdom and Integrity. They never execute 
their Refolutions by Force upon any of their People. 
Honour and Efteem are their principal Rewards ; as 
Shame, and being defpifed, their Puni£hments. 
They have certain Cuftoms, which they obferve in 
their puhlick TranfaCl:ions with other Nations, and 
in their private Affairs among themfelves; which it 
is fcandalous for any one among then1 not to ob
ferve, and thefe always draw after them either pub
lick or private Refentment, whenever they are broke. 

Their Leaders and Captains, in like Ma11ner, ob
tain their Authority, by the general Opinion of their 
Courage and ConduCt, and lofe it by a failure in 
thofe Virtues. 

Their great Men, both Sachems and Captains, are 
generally poorer than the common People ; for they 
affeCt to give away and diftribute all the Prefents_ or 
Plunder they get in their Treaties or in War, fo as 
to leave nothing to themfelves. There is not a Man 
in: the Miniftry of the Five Nations, who has gain'd 
h1s Office, otherwife than by Merit ; there is not the 
]eaft Salary, or any Sort of Profit, annexed to any 

• Office, to tempt the Covetous or Sordid ; but, on: 
the contra~y, every unworthy ACtion is unavoidably 
attended With the Forfeiture of their Commiffion ; for 
their Authority is only the Efteem of the People, and 
(eafes the Mon1€nt that Efreem is loft. Here we fee 
the natural Origin of all Power and Authority among 
a free People, and whatever artificial Power or So .. 
vereignty .an~ Man may have acquired, by the Laws 
nd Conihtut1on of a Country, his reat Power will 

be 
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be ever much grea.ter or le['), in Proportion to the 
Efteem the People have of him. 

rfhe Five Nations think themfdves bv Nature fu
perior to the refi 'of Mankind, and cali themCelves 
Onp;ue-bonwe ; that is, L\1 en furpaffing all others. 
This Opinion, which they take Care to cultivate in
to their Children, gives them that Courage, whic}\ 
has been fo terrible to all the Nations of Nortb A
merica ; and they have taken fi1ch Care to imprefs 
the fame Opinion of their People on all their 
Neighbours, that they, on all Occafions, yield the 
mofl: fubmiffive Obedienc~ to them. I have been 
told by old Men in Ne'lo England, who remembred 
the Time when the lv'Iohawks made War on their In:. 
dians, that as foon as a fingle Mohawk was difcover'd 
in the Country, their Indians raifed a Cry from Hill 
to Hill, A Mohawk! A Mohawk! upon which they 
all fled like Sheep before Wolves, without attempt
ing to make the leafi: Refiftance, whatever Odds 
were on their Side. The poor New England Indians 
immediately ran to the Chriftian Houfes, and the 
jVJohawks often purfued them fo clofely, that they 
entered along with them, and knocked their Brains 
out in the Pre:fence of the People of the Houfe ; but 
if the Family had Time to fhut the Door, they never 
attempted to force it, and on no Occafion did any 
Injury to the Chrifiians. All the Nations round 
them have, for many Years, intirely fubmitted to 
them, and pay a yearlY. Tribute to them in Wam
pum * ; they dare neither make War nor Peace, with-

• Wampum is the Current Money :tmong the lndiam: It is of 
two Sorts, White and Purple; the White is worked out of the 
Infide of the great Conqucs into the Form of a .Bead, and per
forated, to ftrina on Leather ; the Purple is worked out of ·rhe 
Infide of the Muf~le Shell; they are wove as broad as oneis Hand, 
and about two Feet long; thefe they oll Belts, and give and re
ceive at their Treaties as the Seals of Friendiliip ; for leffer 
Matters a fingle String is given. Every Bead is of a known 
Value, and a Belt of a.Jefs umber, is made to equal one of. 
a greater, by fo many a11 is wanting fafiened to the Belt by a 
String. 

Bz out 
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'fhe IN:I'RODUCTION .. 
out the Confent of the Mohawks. Two old Men 
commonly go about every Year or two, to r~ceive 
this Tribute ; and I have often had Opportumty to 
obferve what Anxiety the poor Indians were under, 
while thefe two old Men remained in that Part of 
the Country where I was. An old ltdohawk Sachem, 
in a poor Blanket and a dirty Shirt, may be feen if
fuing his Orders with as arbitrary an .i\uthority :r as a 
Roman DiCtator. It is not for the Sake of Tribute 
however, that they make War,_ but from the Noti
ons of Glory, which they have ever m oft ftrongly 
imprinted on their Minds; and the farther they go 
to feek an Enemy, the greater Glory they think they 
gain; there cannot, I think, be a greater or ftronger 
lnftance than this, how much the Sentiments, im
preffed upon a Peoples Mind, conduce to their Gran
deur, or one that more verifies a Saying often to be 
met with, though but too little minded, That it is in 
the Power of the Rulers of a People to make them 
either Great or Little; for by inculcating only the No
tions of Honour and Virtue,. or thofe of Luxury and 
Riches, the People, in a little Time, will become fuch 
as their Rulers defire. The Five Nations, in their Love 
of Liberty, and of their Country, in the~r Bravery in 
"Battle, and their Conftancy in enduring Torments, e
qual the Fortitude of the moft renowned Romans. I 
ihall finiih their general CharaCter by what an Ene- · 
n1y, a Frenchman, fays of then1, Morifieur De la Po
terie, in his Hiftory of North America. 

" \!V hen we fpeak (fa ys he) of the Five Natio;Js 
" in France, they are thought, by a common Mif
" take, to be mere Barbarians, always thirfting af
,, ter human Blood ; but their true Character is verv 
" difFerent. 1~hey are indeed the fiercefl: and mofl: fo;
,, midable People in North America, and, at the fame 
H 'fime, are as politick and judicious, as well can 
'' be conceived ; and this appears from the Manage
" n~ent of all the Affairs which they tranfact, not only 
H w1th the French and E11glijb, but Jikewife with al-

2 " moft 
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'' mofl: all the Indian Nations of this vaft Conti
~, nent." 

Their Matters of Confequence, which concern all 
the Nations, are tranfaC:l:ed in a general Meeting of 
the Sachems of each Nation. Thefe Conventions are 
commonly held at Omzondaga, w hi eh is nearly the 
Center of their Country; but they have fixed on Al
bany for the Place of treating with the Britijh Colonies. 

They ftritl:ly follow one Maxim, formerly ufed by 
the Romans to increafe their Strength, that is, they en
courage the People of other Nations to incorporate 
with them; and when they have fubdued any Peo
ple, after they have fatiated their Revenge by fome 
cruel Examples, they adopt the rcfi: of their Cap
tives ; who, if they behave wel1, become equally 
efteemed with their own People ; fo that fome of 
their Captives have afterwa·rds become their greateft 
Sachems and Captains. The 'l'u(ka;oras, aftertheWar 
they had with the People of Carolina, fled to the Five 

. Nations, and are now incorporated with them ; fo 
that they now propedy indeed conftft of fix Nations~ 
though they fijll retain the old Name of the Five 
Nations among the Euglb!J:J. The Cowetas alfo, or 
Greek-Indians, are in the fame Friendfhip with them. 

The 'It!fkaroras, fince they came under the Pro
vince of New York, behave themfelves well, and re
main peaceable and quiet ; and by this may be feen 
the Advantage of ufing the Indians well, and I be
lieve, if they were ftill better ufed r as there is Room 
enough to do it) they would be pr.Jpor ionablr more 
ufeful to us. 

The Cruelty the l;tdians ufe in their \Vars, to
wards thofe that do not or can:wt refift, fi1ch as 
Women and Children, and to their Prifoners, after 
they have them in their Power, is def-=rv2dly indeed 
held in Abhorrence: But whoever reads the I~Iifl:ory of 
the fo famed ancient I-leroe'>, will find them, I'm afraid, 
not much better in this Refpecc. Does Acbilles's Beha-

iour to Heftor·'s dead Bod r, in llr-;;h't, app~ar 1""fi 
· B 3 i:'lvagc 



. 9 %e INrRODUC'TION~ 
favage? This Cruelty is alfo .not peculiar to the 
Five Nations, but equally praCl:tfed by all other !n
dians. It is wonderful, how Cuftom and Educatwn 
are able to [often the mofl: horrid A<5l:ions, even a
mong a polite and learned Peopl~ ; wit.nefs the Ca.r
thaginia1ls and Phcenicians burnmg the1r own. Chll .. 
d ren alive in Sacrifice ; and feveral Paifages In the 
Jewifo Hiflory ; and witnefs, in later Times, the 
Chrifl:ians burning one another alive, for God's Sake. 

When any of tl1e young Men ofthefe Nations have 
a Mind to fignalize themtelves, and to gain a Reputa ... 
tion among their Countrymen, by fame notable En
terprize againft their Enemy, they at firft communi
cate their Defign to two or three of their moft inti ... 
mate Friends ; and if they come into it, an Invitation 
is madt', in their Names, to all the young Men of the 
Cafl:le, to feafl: on Dog's Flefh ; but whether this be, 
becaufe Dog's FJefu is mofl: agreeable to Indian Pa
lates, or whether it be as an Emblem of Fidelity, 
for which the Dog is difiinguiili.ed by all Nations, 
that it is always ufed on this Occafion, I have not 
fufficient Information to determine. When the 
Company. is met, the Promoters of the Enterprize 
fet forth the Undertaking in the befl: Colours they can~ 
they boaft of what they intend to do, and incite others 
to join, from the Glory there is to be obtained ; and 
all who eat of the Dog1s Flefh, thereby inlift them~ 
felves. 

The Night before they fet out, they make a grand 
Feafl, to this all the noted Warriors of the Nation' 
are in vitcd ; and here they have their War Dance, 
to the Beat of a Kind of a Kettle-drum. The War
riors are feated in two Rows in the Houfe, and each 
ri[cs up in. his Turn, and fings the great ACl:s he has 
htmfeJf performed,and the Deeds of his Anceftors ·and 
this is alw~ys accompanied with a Kind of a Dan~e, or 
rather Acbon, reprefenting the Manner in which they 
~~r~ ·performed ; and from Time to Time, all prefent 
jOin m a Chorus, applauding every notable Act:. They 

exaggerate 
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exaggerate the Injuries they have at any Time re
cei~ed from their; Enemies, and ext?l the Glory 
whtch any of their Ancefiors have gamed by their 
Bravery and Courage ; fo that they work up their 
Spirits to a high Degree of warlike Enthufiafm. I 

• have fometimes perfuaded fome of their young In
dians to a& thefe Dances, for our Diverfion, and to 
fhew us the Manner of them; and even, on thefe 
Occafions, they have work'd themfelves up to fucli 
a }>itch, that they have made all prefent uneafy. 
Is it not probable, that fuch Defigns as thefe have 
given the firfl: Rife to Tragedy? 

They come to thefe Dances with their Faces 
painted in a frightful Manner, as they always are 
when they go to War, to make themfelves terrible 
to their Enemies ; and in this Manner the Night is 
fpent. Next Day they march out with much For
mality, dreffed in their fin eft Apparel, and, in their 
March, obferve a profound Silence. An Officer of 
the regular Troops told me, that while he was Corn · 
mandant of Fort-Hunter, the Mohawks, on one of 
thefe Occafions, told him, that they expeCted the 
ufual military Honours as they paffed the Garifon. 
Accordingly he drew out his Garifon, the Men pre 
fented their Pieces as the Indians paffed, and the 
Drum beat a March ; and with lefs Refpee, the 
Officer faid, they would have been diffatisfied. The 
Indians paffed in a fingle Row, one after another, 
with great Gravity and profound Silence ; and e·· 
very one of them, as he paffed the Officer, took his 
Gun from his Shoulder, and fired into the Ground 
near the Officer's Foot : They marched in this Man
ner three or four Miles from their Caftle. The 
Women, on thefe Occafions, a1ways follow them 
with their old Clothes, and they fend back by them 
their Finery in which they marched from the Cafl:le. 
But before they go from this Place, where they ex~ 
change their Clothes, they ahvays peel a large Piece 
of the Bark rron1 fome great Tree ; they commonly· 

B 4· chufc 
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chufe an Oak, as moft lafting; upon the fmooth Side 
of this Wood they, with their red Paint, draw one or 
more Canoes, going from_ Home, with the:Num?~r of 
Men in them padling,which go upon the Expedition; 
and fome Animal, as a Deer or Fox, an Emblem 
of the Nation againfl: which the Expedition is de-
1ioned, . is painted at the I-Iead of the Canoes ; for 
they always travel in Canoes along the Rivers, 
which lead to the Country againfl: which the Expe
dition is defigned, as far as they can. 

After the Expedition is over, they fl:op at the fame 
Place in their Return, and fend to their Caftle, to in
form their Friends of their Arrival ; that they may be 
prepared to give them a foleinn Reception, fuited to 
the Succefs they have had. In the tnean Time, they 
rcprefent on the fame, or fome Tree near it, the E
vent of the Enterprize, and now the Canoes are 
painted with their Heads turned towards the Cafl:Ie ; 
the Number of the Enemy killed, is reprefented by 
Scalps painted black, and the Number of Prifoners 
by as many Withs, (in their Painting not unlike Pot
llooks) with which they ufua11y pinion their Cap
tives. Thefe Trees are the Annals, or rather Tro
phies of the Five Nations: I have feen many of 
them ; and by them, and their War Songs, they pre
ferve the Hifl:ory of their great Atchievements. The 
folemn Reception of thefe Warriors, and the Accla
mations of Applaufe, which they receive at their 
Return, cannot but have in the Hearers the fame Ef
fect, in raifing an Emulation for Glory, that a Tri-
umph had on the old Romans. · 

After their Prifo!1ers are fecured, they never of-
. fer them the leafl Male-treatment, but on the con

trary, will rather fl:arve themfelves, tha~ fu.ffer them 
~o want; and I have been always affured, that there 
lS not one lnftance, of their offerinf:! the 1eaft Vio-· 
Jenc~ to the Chafl:ity of any Wom~n that was their 
Captive. But notwithftanding this, the poor Prifoners 
;tfterw~rds undergo fev~re runifhments before t~ey 
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receive the I aft Doom of Life or Death. The War
riors think. it for their Glory, to lead them through 
all the Villages of the Nations fubjett to the{n, 
which lie near the Road ; and thefe, to fhew their Af
fection to the Five Nations, and their Abhorrence of 
their Enemies:J ' draw up in · two Lines, through 
which the poor Prifoners, fl:ark naked, muft run the 
Gauntlet; and on this Occafion, it is always obferved, 
theW omen are much more cruel than the Men. The 
Prifoners meet with the fame fad Reception when 
they reach their Journey's End ; and after this, they 
are prefented to thofe that have loft any Relation in 
that or any former Enterprize. If the Captives be ac
cepted,there is an End to their Sorrow from that Mo
ment; they are dreffed as fine as they can mak~ them; 
they are abfolutely free (except to return to their own 
Country) and enjoy all the Privileges the Perfon 
had, in whofe Place they are accepted ; but if other
wife they die in Torments, to fatiate the Revenge 
of thofe that refufe them. 

If a young Man or Boy be received in Place of a. 
Hufband that was killed, all the Children of the 
Deceafed call that Boy Father; fo that one may 
fometimes hear a Man of thirty fay, that fuch a Boy 
of fifteen or twenty is his Father. 

Their Caftlcs are generally a Square furrounded 
with Palifadoes, without 2.ny Baftions or Out- works; 
for, fince the general Peace, their Villages lie all 
open. . 

Their on1y Inflruments of War are Mufquets, 
Hatchets, and long fharp pointed Knives; thefe they 
always carry about with them : Their Hatchet, in 
War-time, is fi:uck in their Girdle behind them; and 
befides what Ufe they make of this \Veapon in their 
Hand, they have a dexterous Way of throwing it, 
which I have feen them often practife in their Exer
cife, by throwing it into a Tree at a Diflance: They . 
have, in this, the Art of directing and regulating 
the Motion? fo that though the Hatchet turns round 
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as it flies, the Edge always ftic~s i? the Tree, and_. 
near the Place at which they atm 1t. The Ufe ot 
Bows and Arrows are now intirely laid afide, except 
among the Boys, who ar~ frill :rery dexterous in 
killing Fowls and other Ammals w1th them. 

They ufe neither Drum n?r Tn!mpet, nor an.Y 
Kind of mufical Inftrument 1n thetr Wars ; thetJ.+ 
Throats ferve them on all Occafions, where fuch are 
neceffary. Many oP them have a furprifing Faculty 
of raifing their Voice, not only in inarticulate Sounds, 
but like wife to make their Words underfl:ood at a 
great Diftance ; and we find the fame was praetifed by 
Homer's I-Ieroes, 

crhrice to its Pitch his lofty J/oice he rears,--
0 Friend! Ulyifes Shouts inv[zde•my Ears. 

The Five }lations have fuch abfolute Notions of 
Liberty, that they allow of no Kind of Superiority 
of one over another, and baniih all Servitude from 
their Territories. They never make any Prifoner a 
Slave ; but it · is cuftomary among them to make 
a Compliment of Naturalization into the Five 
Nations ; and, confidering how highly they value 
themfelves above all others, this muft be no fmall 
Compliment. This is not done by any general AB: 
of the Nation, but every fingle Perfon has a Right 
to do it, by a Kind of Adoption. The firfr Time I 
was among the A1ohawks, 1 had this Compliment 
from one of their old Sachems, which he did, by 
giving me his own Name, Ca)'enderongue. He had 
been a notable \Va:·rior; and he told me, that now 
I had a Right to affume to n:yfelf all the ACl:s of 
Valour he had r~rformed, and that now my Name 
would echo from I-iill to Hill all over the }1zve Na
tions. As for n1y Part, I thought no more of it at 
that Time,. than as an Artifice t? draw a Belly full 
of firong Liquor from me, for htmfelf and his Com
panions ; but whe. about ten or twelve Years after· 
wards, my Bufinefs led me again among them, I dired-

ed 
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~d the Interpreter to fay fomething from me to the 
Sachems; he was for fome Time at a Lofs to under· 
ftand their Anfwer, till he had aiked me whether I 
had any Name among them: I then fo~nd that I 
was really known to them by that Name, and that 
the old Sachem, from the Time he had given me his 
Name, had aff'umed another to himfelf. I was a
dopted, at th:-t Time, into the Tribe of the Bear, 
and, for that Reafon, I often afterwards had the kind 
Compliment of Brother Bear. 

The Hofpitality of thefe Indians is no lefs remark
able, than their other Virtues; as foon as any Stran
ger comes, they are fure to offer him ViCl:uals. If 
there be feveral in Company, and come fron1 a-far, 
one of their b!!£1: Houfes is cleaned and given up for 
their Entertainment. Their Complaifance,on thefe Oc
cafions, goes even farther than Chrifl:ian Civility al
lows of, as they have no other Rule for it, than the 
furnifhing their Gueft with every Thing they think 
wtll be agreeable to him ; for this Reafon, fome of 
their prettiefl: Girls are always ordered to wafh them
felves, and drefs in their befl:Appare1, in Order to be 
prefented to the Stranger, for his Choice ; and the 
young Lady, who has the Honour to be preferred 
on thefe Occafions, performs all the Duties of a fond 
Wife, during the Stranger's Stay: But this lafl: Piece of 
Hofpitality is now either laid afide by the Mohawks, 
or, at leaft, they never offer it to any Chrifl:ian. 
This Nation indeed has laid afide many of its anci
ent Cu!loms, and fo likewife have the other Nations, 
with whom we are bcft acquainted ; atid have adopt
ed many of ours ; (o that it is not eafy now to diftin
guifh their original and genuiRe Manners, from thofe 
which they have lately acquired ; and for this Rea
fen it is, that they now feldom offer ViCl:uals to Per
fans of any Diftinetion, becaufe they know, that their 
T• ood and Cookery is not agreeable to our delicate 
Palates. Their l\1en value themfelves, in having all 
Kind of Food in equ~l Efieem. A Mohawk Sachem 

told 
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told me with a Kind of Pride, That a Man eats e
very Thing without Diftinttion, Bears, Cat~•, Dogs, 
Snakes, Frogs, &c. intimating, that it is W omanifh, 
to have any Delicacy in the Choice of Food. 

I can however give two ihong In fiances of the Hof
pitality of the i'ktohawks, w hi eh fell under my own Ob
fervation; and which £hew, that they have the very 

-fame Notion of Hofpitality, which we find in the 
ancient Poets. \Vhen I was laft in the Mohawks 
Country, the Sac hems told me, that they had an 
Englifhnzan among their People, a Servant who had 
run from his Mafter in New York. I immmediately 
told them, that they muft deliver him up. No, they 
anfwered, we never ferve any l'vlan fo, who puts 
himfelf under our ProteB:ion. On this I infifted on 
the Injury they did thereby to his Mafler; and they 
allowed it might be an Injury, and replied, though 
we never will deliver him up, we are willing to pay 
the \T alue of the Servant to the Mafler. Another 
Man n1ade his Efcape from the Goal of Albany, where 
he was in Prifon on an Execution for Debt ; the 
Mohawks received him, and, as they proteCted him 
againfl the Sheriff and his Officers, they not only 
paid the Debt for him, but gave him Land, over 
and above fufficient for a good Farm, whereon he 
lived when I was laft there. To this it m:1y be ad
ded, all their extraordinary Vifits are accompanied 
with giving and receiving Prefents of fome Value; 
as we learn likewife from Homer was the Practice in 
old Times. 
• PobgamY. is not ufual among them ; and indeed, 
m any Nat10n, where all are on a Par, as to Riches 
and Power, Plurality of 'iVives cannot well be in
troduced. As all Kind of Slavery is banifhed fi·om 
the Countries of the Ft"ve Nations, [o they keep them
fel ves free alfrJ from the Bondaae of Wedlock · and 
when eithe1: of the Partie~ bec~mes d~fgufted,' they 
feparat~ w1thout F ormahty or Ignommy to either, 
unlefs 1t be occafioned by fome fcandalous Offence in 
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one of them. ...t\nd in Cafe of Divorce, the Children, 
according to the natural Courfe of all Animals, fol
low the Mother. The \V omen here bring forth their 
Children with as much Eafeas other Animals, and with
out the Help of a Midwife, and, foon after their Deli
very, return to theirufualEmployment. They alone al
fo perform al~ the Drudgery about their Houfes, they 
plant their Corn, and labour it, in every RefpeCl:, till 
it is brought to the Table: They likewife cut all their 
Fire-wood, and bring it Home on their Backs, and 
in their l\1arches bear the Burdens. The Men dif
dain all Kind of Labour, and employ themfelves 
alone in Hunting, as the only proper Bufinefs for 
Soldiers. At Times, when it is not proper to hunt, , 
one finds the old Men in Companies, in Converfati
on ; the young Men at their Exercifes, £hooting at 
Marks, throwing the Hatchet, W refiling, or Run
ning, and the Women all bufy at Labour in the 
Fields. 

On thefe Occafions, the State of Lacedcemon ever 
occurs to my Mind, which that of the Five Nations., 
in many Refpects, refembles; their Laws, or Cuf
toms, being, in both, form'd to render the Minds 
and Bodies of the People fit for War. 

Theft is very fcandalous among them ; and it is 
nece1Tary it iliould be fo among all Indians, fince they 
have no Locks, but thofe of their Minds, to preferve 
their Goods. 

There is one Vice which the Indians have all fallen 
into, fince their Acquaintance with the Chrijlians, 
and of which they could not be guilty before that 
Time, that is, Drunkennefs : It is fl:range, how all 
the Indian Nations, and aim oft every Perfon among 
them, Male and Female, ~re infatuated with the 
Love of firong Drink ; they know no Bounds to their 
Defire, while they can fwallow it down, and then 
indeed the greatefl: Man among them fcarcely de
ferves the Name of a Brute. 

They 
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They never have been taught to conquer any Paf .. 

.fion, but by fome contrary Paffion ; and the •Tra
ders, with whom they chiefly converfe, are fo far 
from giving them any Abhorrence of this Vice, that 
they encourage it all they can, not only for the Pro· 
fit of the Liquor they fell, but that they may ?ave 
an Opportunity to impofe upon them. And thts, as 
they chiefly drink Spirits, has deftroyed greater 
Numbers, than all their Wars and Difeafes put toge
ther. 

The People of the Fi-ve Nations are much given to 
Speech-making, ever the natural Confequence of a per
fe& Republican Government: Where no fingle Per
fan has a Power to corn pel, the Arts of Perfuafion 
alone muft prevail. As their beft Speakers diftinguifu 
themfelves in their publick Councils and Treaties with 
other Nations, and thereby gain the Efteem and Ap· 
plaufe of their Countrymen, (the only Superiority 
which any one of them has over the others) it is 
probable they apply themfelves to this Art, by fome 
Kind of Study and Exercife, in a great Meafure. It 
is impoffible for me to judge how far they excel, 
as I am ignorant of their Language ; but the 
Speakers whom I have heard, had all a great Flu· 
ency of Words, and much more Grace in their 
Manner, than any Man could expetl:, among a Peo
ple intirely ignorant of all the liberal ... 1\.rts and Sci
ences. 

I am inform'd, that they are very nice in the Turn 
of their Expreffions, and that few of themfelves are fo 
far Mafters of their Language, as never to offend the 
Ears of their Indian Auditory, by annnpolite Expreffi· 
on. They have, it feems, a: certain Urbcmitas, or Atti
cifm, in their Language, of which the common Ears 
ar~ eve~ fenfible, though only their great Speakers at
tam to It: They are fo much given to Speech-making, 
that thetr common Complements, to any Perfon they 

. refpect, at meeting and parting, are made in Ha
~angues. 

2 They 



'The INTRODUCTION. 
'Ihey have fome Kind of Elegancy in varying 

and compounding their Words, to which, not many 
of themfelves attain, and this principally difi:inguifhes, 
their beft Speakers. I have endeavoured to get fome 
Account of this, as a Thing that might be acceptable 
to the Curious; but, as I have not met with any one 
Perfon who underftands their Language, and alfo 
knows any Thing of Grammar, or of the learned 
Languages, I have not been able to attain the leaft 
SatisfaCtion. Their prefent Minifl:er tells me, that 
their Verbs are varied, but in a MantlCr fo dif
ferent from the Greek or Latin, that he cannot dif
cover by what Rule it was done ; and even fufpet1s, 
that every Verb has a peculiar Mode : They have 
but few radical Words, but they compound their 
Words without End ; by this their Language be- • 
comes fufficiently copious, and leaves Room for a good 
Deal of Art to pleafe a delicate Ear. Sometimes 
one Word among them includes an entire Definition 
of the Thing ; for Example) they call Wine Onebat
radefehoengtjeragherie, as much as to fay, a Liquor 
made of the 'Juice of the Grape. The Words ex
prefling Things lately come to their Knowledge are 
aJl Compounds: They have no Labea]s in their Lan
guage, nor can they pronounce perfeCl:ly any vVord 
wherein there is a Labeal; and when one endeavours 
to teach them to pronounce thefe VVords, they tell 
one, they think it ridiculous that they muft fhut their 
Lips to fpeak. Their Language abounds with Guttu
rals and thong Afpiration.s, thefe mjke it very fono
rous and bold ; and their Speeches abound with Me
taphors, after the Manner of the Eaftern I Tations, 
as will beil appear by the Speeches that I have co
pied. 

As to what religious Notions they have, it is diffi~ 
cult to judge of them; becaufe the Inditms, that 
fpeak any Englijh, and live near us, have learned 
many Things of us; and it is not eafy to difiinguifh 
the Notions they had originally among themfelves, 

from 
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from thofe they have learned of the Chrijlians. It 
is certain they have no Kind of publick Worfhip, 
and I am told that they have no radical Word to ex
prefs God, but ufe a compound Word, fig~ifying 
the Preferver, Sufl:ainer, or Ma!l:er of the Umverfe; 
neither could I ever learn what Sentiments they have 
of a future Exiftence. Their funeral Rites feem to be 
formed upon a Notion of fame Kind of Exiftence 
after Death : They make a large round Hole, in 
which the Body can be placed upright, or upon its 
Haunches, which after the Body is placed in it, is 
covered with Timber, to fupport the Earth which 
they lay over, and thereby keep the Body free from 
being preffed ; they then raife the Earth in a round 
Hill over it. They always drefs the Corps in all 
its Finery, and put Wampum and other. Things 
into the Grave with it ; and the Relations fuffer not 
Grafs or any Weed to grow on the Grave, and fre
quently vifit it with Lamentations: But whether thefe 
Things be done only as Marks of Refpetl: to the 
Deceafed, or from a Notion of fome Kind of Ex
iftence after Death, mufi: be left to the Judgment of 
the Reader. 

They are very fuperftitious in obferving Omens 
and Dreams; I have obferved them fuew a fuperftiti
ous Awe of the Owl, and be highly difpleafed with 
fome that mimicked the Cry of that Bird in the 
Night. An Officer of the regular Troops has inform
ed me alfo, that while he had the Command of the 
Garrifon at Ofwego, a Boy of one of the far \V eft
ward Nations died there; the Parents made a regu
lar Pil~ of fpl~t Wood, .laid the Corps upon it, and 
burnt 1t; wh1le the Pile was burning, they fl:ood 
gravely looking on, without any Lamentation, but 
w?en it was burnt down, the~ gathered up the Bones 
'v1th many Tears, put them mto a Box, and carried 
then1 away with them; and this Inclination which 
:411 ignorant People have to Superfl:ition and ~muftng 
Ceremonies, gives the Popifh Priefts a great Advan-

tage 
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tage in recommending their Religion, beyond what 
the Regularity of the Proteftant Doctrine allows 
of. 

QEeen Anne fent over a Miffionary to re fide among 
the Mohawks, and allowed him afufficient Subftftence 
from the privy Purfe; fhe fent Furniture for a Chap
pel, and a valuable fet of Plate for the Communion 
Table; and (if I am not miftaken) the like Furniture 
and Plate for each of the other Nations, though 
that of the Mohawks was only applied to the Ufe 
defigned. The common Prayer, or at leaft a con
:fiderable Part of it, was tranflated alfo into their Lan
guage and printed ; fome other Pieces were likewife 
tranflated for the Minifter's Ufe, viz. An Expofition 
of the Creed, Decalogue, Lord's Prayer, and Church 
Catechifm, and a Difcourfe on the Sacraments. But 
as that Minifter was never able to attain any tolera
ble Knowledge of their Language, and was naturally 
a heavy Man, he had but fmall Snccefs ; and his Al
lowance failing, by the Q9een's Death, he left them. 
1 .. hefe Nations had no Teacher, from that Time, till 
within thefe few Years, that a young Gentleman, out of 
pious Zeal, went voluntarily among the Mohawks. He 
was at firft intirely ignorant of t.heir Language, and had 
no Interpreter, except one of the Indians, who under
flood a little Engli(h, and had, in the late Miffiona
ry's Time, learn'd to read and write in his own Lan
guage. He learned from him how to pronounce the 
Words in the Tranflations, which had been made 
for the late Miffionary's Ufe. He fet up a SchooJ, 
to teach their Children to read and write their own 
Language; and they made fm·prizing Proficiency, con
lldering their Mafter did not underftand their Lan
guage. I happened to be in the lvfohawk Country, 
and f.1w feveral of their Performances ; I was pre
fent at their Wodhip, where they went through fame 
Part of the Common Prayer with great Decency. I 
was likewife prefent, feveral Times, at their private 
Devotions, which fome of them performed duly:, 

C Morn~ g 
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Morning and Evening. I had alfo many Opportuniti:s 
of obferving the great Regard they had for thts 
young Man ; fo far, that the Fear of his leaving 
them made the greateft Reftraint on them, wi~h 
which he threatened them, after they had been gml
ty of any Offence. Soon after that Tim.e, this Gentle
man went to England, received Orders, and was fent 
by the Society, Miffionary to Albany, with Liberty 
to fpend fame Part of his Time among the Mo
bawks. 

l had lately a Letter fron1 him, dated the feventh 
of December, I 641, in which he writes as follows : 
•a Drunkennefs was fo common among them, that I 
!' doubt, whether there was one grown Perfon of 
" either Sex free from it ; feldom a Day paff'ed, 
·~ without fame, and very often forty br fifty being 
u drunk at a Time. But I found they were very fond 
~' of keeping me among them, and afraid I fhould 
"' left ve them, which I made U fe of to good Pur
~' pofe ; daily threatning them with my Departure~ 
c' in Cafe they did not forfake that Vice, and fre
~' quently requiring a particular Promife from them 
" fingly ; by which Means (through God's Bleffing) 
" there was a gradual :R.eformation; and I know 
'~ not that I have feen above ten or twelve Perfons 
'~ drunk among them this Summer. The Women 
~' are almoft all entirely reformed, and the Men 
'' very much. They have intirely left off Divorces, 
~' and are 1egal1y married. They are very confl:ant 
~' and devout at church at~d Family Devotions. 
'' T -hey have not been known to exereife Cruelty to 
~' fr!foners, ar:d have, in a great Meafure, left off 
H gomg a fightmg, which I find the 1nofi: difficult~ 
'' of ail Things, to diffuade them from. They feem 
" alfo perfuaded of ~he Truths of Chrifl:ianity. The 
" greatefi: Inconvemency I labour under, is the Want 
~' of an Interrreter, which could I obtain for two 

~~ q~re~ r~ars~ ~ fhould hope t<;> be' tolerably 
~' Mafte~ 
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" Mafrer of their Language, and be able to render 
" it eafier to my Succelfor.'' 

This Gentleman's uncommon Zeal deferves, I 
think, this publick Teftimony, that it may be a 
Means of his receiving fuch Encouragement, as may 
enable him to purfue the pious Purpofes he has in 
View. 

The Mohawks, were they civilized, may be ufeful 
to us many Ways, and, on many Occafiom, more 
than any of our own People can be ; and this well 
deferves to be confidered. 

There is one Cuftom their Men conftantly ob .. 
ferve, which I mufl: not forget to mention; That if 
they be fent with any Melfage, though it demand 
the greatefl: Difpatch, or though they bring Intelli
gence of any imminent Danger, they never tell it at 
their firft Approach; but fit down for a Minute or 
two, at leaft, in Silence, to recollect themfelves, 
before they fpeak, that they may not iliew any De
gree of Fear or Surprize, by an indecent Expreffion. 
Every fudden Repartee, in a publick Treaty, leaves 
with them an lmpreffion of a light inconfiderate 
Mind ; but, in private Converfation, they ufe, and 
are delighted with bri1k witty Anfwers, as we can 
be. By this they iliew the great Difference they 
place between the Converfations of Man and Man, 
and of Nation and Nation ; and in this, and a thou
fand other Things, might well be an Example to the 
European Nations. 

THE 
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FiyE INDIAN NATioNs, 

DEPENDING 

On the PROVINCE of NEW-rORK. 

PART I. 

'Ihe Hijlory of the Five Nations, from the Time · 
the ChriJHans Jir.ft knew any Thing of them, to 
that of the Revolution in Great-Britain.~ -

C H A P. I. 

Of the Wars of the Five Nations with the A_.-
dirondacks an4 Quatoghies. • 

T H E firft Settlers of New-York having been 
little curious in inquiring into the Indian Af

. fairs, further than what related to Trade ; 
or, at leaft, having neglected to tranfmit their Dif
coveries to Pofl:erity, it is mu~h more difficult to 
give a jufl: Hiftory of thefe Nations before, than 
ftnce the Time of their being under the Crow1z of 

C 3 England. 
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CHAP. England. What we can learn of Certainty, howeve-r, 

I. is this. The French fettled at Canada m the Year 
'--v--1 1 6o3, .fix Years before the Dutch polfeffed them

felves of New-Netherlands, now called New-York, 
and found the Five Nations at War with the Adi
rondacks, which, they telJ us, was occafioned in the 
following Manner. 

The Adirondacks formerly lived three-hundred 
Miles above :trois Rivieres, where now the Utawa~ 
was are fituated ; at that Time they employ'd them
felves wholly in Hunting, and the Five NationJ 
made planting of Corn their Bufinefs. By this Means 
they became ufeful to each other, by exchanging 
Corn for V enifon. The Adirondacks~ however, va
lued themfelves, as delighting in a more manly Em
ployment, and defpifed the Five Nations, in (allow
ing Bufinefs, which they thought only fit for Women. 
But it once happened, that the Game failed the A
dirondacks, which made them defire fome of the 
young Men of the Fi'!Je Nations to affift them in 
Hunting. Thefe young Men foon became much 
more expert in Hunting, and able to endure Fa .. 
tigues, than the Adirondacks expeeted or defired ; in 
fuort, they became jealous of them, and, one Night, 
murdered all the young Men they had with them. 
The Five Nations complained to the Chiefs of the 
Adirondacks, of the Inhumanity of this Action ; but 
they contented themfelves with blaming the Mur
derers, and ordered them to make fome {mall i" 
Prefents to the Relations of the murdered Perfons_, 
without being apprehenfive of the Refentment of the 
~t~e Nations ; for they looked upon them, as Men 
not .capable of taking any great Revenae. 

This however provoked the Five Natious to that 
Degree, that they foon refolved, by fome Means, 
to be revenged; and the .Adirondacks being informed 

t It is fiill a Cufiom among the lndiam, to expiate Murder by 
Prefcnt5 to the Relations of the Perfon killed. 

of 
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of their Defigns, thought to prevent them, by re-CHAP. 
ducing them with Force to their Obedience. I. 

The Five Nations then lived near where Mont ' -v ...J 

Real now ftands ; they defended themfelves at fir!l: 
but faintly againfl: the vigorous Attacks of the ddi
rondacks, and were forced to leave their own Coun-
try, and fly to die Banks of the Lakes where they 
live now. As they were hitherto Lofers by the 
War, it obliged them to apply thetnfelves to the 
Exercife of Arms, in which they became daily more and 
more expert. Their Sachems, in order to raife theit Peo-
ple's Spirits, turned them againft the * Satanas, a 
lefs warlike Nation, who then lived on the Banks of 
the Lakes ; for they found it was difficult to remove 
the Dread their People had of the Valour of the 
Adirondacks. The Five Nations foon fubdued the 
Satanas, and drove them out of their Country ; and 
their People's Courage being thus elevated, they, 
from this Time, not only defended themfelves 
bravely againft the whole Force of the Adirondacks~ 
but often carried the War into the Heart of the Adi
rondacks's Country, and, at lafr, forced them to 
leave it, and to fly into that Part of the Country~ 
where §2gebeck is now built. 

There are n1ore Inftances thctn one in Hiftory, of 
poor difpirite.d Nations, that by fome fignal Affront 
or Abufe have had their Spirits fo raifed, that they 
have not only performed notable Things on a fud
den, but, if they happened, at the fame Time, to be 
led and governed by wife Men, have fo far kept 
up, and improved that Spirit, that they have be
come, in a Manner, a different People. Let us ex
amine Hiftory, and we fball find, that the different 
Figure every Country has made in theW orld, has been 
ever principally owing to the Principles which were in
culcated into, and carefully cultivated in the People. 

* They are called Sl:a:JtJonons, by tne Frenc-h. and l,ive now 
on one of the Banks of tht lv!ffrj/ipi. 

C 4 In 
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CHAP. In this chiefly confifl:s the Art of making a Nation 

I. glorious, or the Crime of debafing the1n into Servi-
·,'"- " 'tude or Slavery. It was from the Notions of Liber

ty, Honour, and Glory, and fuch wife and gene
rous Principles, which the mean eft Citizen among 
the old Romans entertained, that they became fo 
great and powerful, and a Terror to all Nations ; 
as the fordid, timorous, cunning Artifices, and the 
Love of Wealth and fenfual Pleafures, cultivated 
among the prefent Romans, has debafed them now 
into the meanefl: and leafl: feared Nation on the 
Earth. The Hiil:ory of the Five Nations will readi
ly fuew, how far the ancient Roman Principles have 
been cultivated among them. 

Soon after this Change of the People of thefe 
Nations, the French arrived at Canada, and fettled 
at f?Guebeck ; and they thinking it ad vifeable to gain 
the Efl:eem and Friendlhip of the Adirondacks, in 
whofe Country they fettled, Monjieur Champlain, 
the firft Governor of Canada, joined the Adirondacks 
in an Expedition againft the Five Nations. They 
met a Party of two-hundred Men of the Fi·ve Na
tions in Corlar' s Lakz, which the French, on this 
Occafion called by Monfieur Champlain's Name, and 
both Sides went afhore to prepare for Battle, which 

· proved to the Difadvantage of the Five Nations. 
The French, in fhort, kept themfelves undifcover'd, 
till the Moment they began to join Battle ; and 
their Fire-arms furprifed the Five Nations [o much, 
that they were immediately put into Confufion ; 
for, before that Time, they had never feen 
fuch Weapons. The Trade with the French, foon 
after this, drew mofl: of the neighbouring Nations 
to ~ebeck, and they all joined in the War againft 
the Five Nations. 

The Adirondacks having their Numbers thus in
creafed, and their Fire -arms giving them newCon
fidence, propofed nothing lefs to themfelves than 
the in tire DeftruCl:ion of the Five Nations. 'Upon 

this 
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this, their young Warriors became fierce and info- CH A p ~ 
lent, and would not be kept under any Difcipline or I. 
Subjection to their Captains ; but, upon all Occafi- \./.Y"J 
ons, rafhly attacked the Enemy, who were obliged 
to keep themfelves upon the defenfive; and to make 
up what they wanted in Force, by Stratagems, and 
a ikilful Management of the War. The young 
Men of the Five Nations foon perceived the Ad
vantages they: ·gained by this Conduct, and every 
Day grew more fubmiffive to their Captains, and di-
ligent in executing any Enterprize. 

The Five Nations fent out fmall Parties only, 
who meeting with great Numbers of the Adiron
dacks, retired before them with feeming Terror, 
while the Adirmzdacks purfued them with Fury, and 
without Thought, till they were cunningly drawn 
into Ambufcades, where moft of their Men were 
killed or taken Prifoners, with little or no Lofs to 
the Five Nations. 

The Adirondacks, by this Means, wafl:ed away, 
and their boldefi: Soldiers were almofi: intirely de
ftroy'd, while the Number of the Five JVations were 
increafed, by .. the Addition of the Prifoners? which 
they took from the Satanas. 

The wifeft and beft Soldiers of the Adirondacks, 
when it was too late, now at length difcovered, that 
they mufl: learn the Art of War from thofe Enemies 
that they at firft defpifed; and now five of their 
Captains endeavoured to perform by themfel ves 
ftngly, with Art and by Stratagem, what they could 
not do by Force at the I-Iead of their Armies; they 
had however no lo!Jger any Hnpes of conquering, 
their Thoughts were only fet on Revenge. 

It is not improper to obferve here, once for all, 
that in writing the Hiftory of Indians, it is often ne-. 
celfary to give an Account of the Enterprizes of 
fingle Perfons, otherwife the Indian Genius can ne
ver be known, or their Manner of making vVar un
derftood. An lndicut named Pifl·aret was at this 

'I'ime 
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cHAp. Time one of the Capt~ins of greateft .Fame among 

1. the Adirondacks : Th1s bold Man, w1th four other 
~Captains, fet out for '.frois .. Rivieres in one Canoe, each 

of them being provided with three Mufquets, which 
they loaded with two Bullets apiece, joined with a 
fmall Chain ten Inches long ; they met with five 
Canoes in Sorel River, each having ten Men of the 
Five Nations on Board. Pijkaret and his Captains, 
as foon as thofe of the Five Nations drew near, pre
tended to give themfelves up for 1oft, and fung their 
D eath Song, * then fuddenly fired upon the Canoes~ 
which they repeated with the Arms that Jay -ready 

! loaded, and tore thofe Birch Veffels betwixt Wind 
and Water. The Men of the Five Nations were fo 
furprized, that they tumbled out of their Canoes, 
and gavePi.fkaret and his Companions the Opportunity 
of knocking as many of them on the Head as they 
pleafed, and faving t4e others, to feed their Re'"' 
venge, which they did, by burning them alive with 
the moft cruel Torments. This however was fo far 
from glutting Pijkaret's Revenge, that it feemed 
rather to give a keener Edge to it; for he foon after 
undertook another Enterprize, in which none of his 
Countrymen dudl: accomt,any him : He was well ac
quainted with the Country of the Five Nations, and 
fet out about the Time the Snow began to melt1 

with the Precaution of putting the hinder Part ·of his 
Snow Shoes forward, that if any fhould happen 
upon his F ootfteps, they might th · nk he was gone 
the contrary Way ; and, for further Security, went 
along the Ridges and high Grounds, where the 

v Snow was melted, that his Track might be often loft; 
when he came near one of the Villages of the Five 
Nations, he hid himfelf till Night, and then entered 
a Cabin, while every Body was faft afieep, mur..; 

* It is a Cuftom among the Indian Prifoners of War, when 
le~ to Death, to fing an Account of their own Exploits ; and 
this they are hardy enough to continue even in the midft of Tor· 
tures. 
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dered the w!1ole Family, and carried their Scalp,s ·n- C HA • 

to his lurking lace. The next day the People of I. . 
the Village fearched for the Murderer in vain. The '-"llv."'IIIIL. 

following Night he murdered all he found in another 
Cabin. The Inhabitants next Day fearched like- '
wife in vain for the Murderer; but the third Night 
a Watch was kept in every Houfe. Pijkaret in the 
Night bundled up the Scalps he had taken the two 
former Nights, to carry, as the Proof of his Vitl:ory,, 
and then ftole privately from Houfe to Houfe, till 
at lafl: he found an Indian nodding, who was upon 
the Watch in one of the Houfes ; he knockt this 
Man on the Head ; but as this alarmed the reft, he 
was forced immediately to fly. He was however 
under no great Concern from the Purfuit, being 
more fwift of Foot than any I11dian then living. He let 
his Purfuers come near him from Time to Time, and 
then would dart from them. This he did with De
fign to tire them out with the Hopes of overtaking 
Him. As it began to grow dark, he hid himfelf, 
and his Purfuers ftop'd to reft. They not being appre
henfive of any Danger from a fingle Man, foon fell 
afleep, and the bold Pifkaret obferving this, knock'd 
them all on the llead, and carried away their Scalps 
with the reft. Such Stories as thefe are told among 
the Indians, as extraordinary Infi ances of the Cou
rage and ConduCt of their Captains. The Indians 
will often travel thus three or four Hundred Miles 
fingly, or two or three in Company, and lurk about 
their Enemy's Borders for feveral Weeks, in Hopes 
to revenge the Death of a near Relation or dear 
Friend. Indeed they give themfelves fo very much 
up to Revenge, that this Paffion feems to gnaw 
their Souls, and gives them no Refr till they fatisfy 
it. It is this Delight in Revenge, that makes all 
barbarous Nati-:ms cruel ; and the curbing fuch 
Paffions is one of the happy EffeCts of being ci
vilized. 

The 
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CH A P•' The Five Nations are fo much delighted with 

I. Stratagems in War, that no Superiority of their 
'- "' ' Forces ever make them negleCt them. They amufed 

the Adirondacks and their Allies the f?{,uatoghies (call-
ed by the French Hurons) by fending to the French, 
and defiring Peace. The French deftred them to 
receive fome Priefl:s among them, in Hopes that 
thofe prudent Fathers would, by fome Art, recon
cile them to their Interefl:, and engage their AffeCti
ons. The Five Nations readily accepted the Offer, 
and fome Jefuits went along with them : But after 
they had the J efuits in their Power, they ufed them 1-

only as Hofl:ages, and thereby obliged the French 
to fl:and neuter, while they prepared to attack the 
Adirondacks and §l.uatoghies, and they defeated the 
S{uatoghies in a dreadful Battle fought within two 
Leagues of Qgebeck. 

The French own, That if the Five Nations had 
known their W eaknefs at that Time, they might 
have eafily defl:royed the whole Colony. 

This Defeat, in Sight of the French Settlements, 
ftruck Terror into all their Allies, who were at that 
Time very numerous, becaufe of the Trade with the 
Frenck, which furnifhed them with many the moft 
ufeful Conveniencies ; for before that Time the 
Indians had no Iron Tool among them. 

The Nipeceriniens, who then lived on the Banks 
of St. Laurence River, fled upon this to the North· 
ward, believing that the extreme Coldne('l of the 
Climate, and a barren Soil, would be the fecurefl: 
Defence againfl: the Ambition of the Five Nations. 
The Remainder of the f<gatoghies fled with the 
Utawarwas Southwefl:ward ; and for the greater Secu
rity, fettled in an Ifland, which being further than 
the Name of the Five Nations had then reached, 
they trufted to the Difiance of the Place, and the 
~dvantage of its S~tuation. 

Their ]aft Expedition having fucceeded fo well, 
the Ft've Nations gave out, that they intended next 

Winter 
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Winter to vifit ronnendio, (the Na~e they give to c HA P. 

the Governor of Canada;) thefe V1fits are always I. 
made 'vith much Shew. Under this Pretence they "'V"-' 
gathered together 1000 or I zoo Men. Their out 
Scouts m'et with Pijkaret near Niccolet River, and 
fl:ill pretending a friendly Vifit to the Governor of 
Canada, as their only Defign, he told them, that 
the Adirondacks were divided into two Bodies, one of 
which hunted on the North Side of St. Laurence Ri-
ver at Wabmake, three Leagues above 'Irois R .:vit res, 
and the other at Nicolet. As foon as they had gained 
this Information, they killed him, and returned with 
his Head to the Army. The Five Nations divided 
like wife into two Bodies; they furprized the Adiron-
dacks in both Places, and in both cut them in pieces. 

Thus the moft warlike and polite Nation of all 
the Indians in North America, was almoft intirely de
ftroyed by a People they at firfl: defpifed, ~ and by a 
War which their Pride and Injufl:ice brought upon 
them; and we bere fee, that all the Advantages of 
Numbers, Courage and Weapons, is not equal to 
good difcipline in an Army. 

A very few Adirondacks only now remain in fame 
Villages near !f<!!.ebeck, who £till wafte away and 
decay, by their drinking fl:rong Waters, tho' when 
the French firft fettled at ~ebeck, 150ofighting Men 
of them lived between that Place and Sillerie, which 
are only a League difl:ant, befides thofe that lived at 
Saquenay, CJ'rois Rivie1·es, and fome other Places. 
And fince this decifive Battle, the Adirondacks have 
never been confidered as of any Confequence, either 
in Peace or War. 

The ~atoghies and Atau:awas now foon began 
to be in Want of the European Commodities, which 
had made them confiderable among their new 
Friends. In order therefore to fupply themfelves 
anew, they returned to Trade at ~ebeck ; and by 
this Means the Place of their Retreat was difcovered 
to the five Nations ; and they not having their Re-

venge 
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CHAP. venge fatiated, while the §Jg.atoghies had a Being, 

I. foon convinced them, that no Extent of Country 
~- ' could fet bounds to that Paffion, when it rages in the 

Hearts of the Five Nations, for they foon after at
tack'd then1 in their new Settlement. The !!2.!fa
toghies had the good Fortune to difcover the Five 
Nations Time enough to make their Efcape, and fled 
to the Putewatemies, who Jived a Day's Journey 
further, where they, and all the Neighbouring Na
tions, fecured themfelves in a large Fort. The Five 
Nations followed, but, being in Want of Provifion, 
they could not attempt a Siege, and therefore pro
pofed a Treaty with the Putewatemies, which was 
accepted. The Putewatemies acknowledged the Five 
Nations as Mail:ers of all the Nations round them, 
applauded their Valour, and promifed them their 
Friendiliip, and to fupply them with Provifions; 
they would not however trufl: themfelves out of their 
Fort, but fent out a Supply ; and even this they 
did, only withDefign to do that by Treachery, which 
they durft not attempt by Force; for the Provi
fions were poifoned. The Treachery was dilcoverea 
however to the Five Nations, by an old !!<!fatoghie, 
who had a Son Prifoner among them ; his Affection 
for his Son overcoming even his Hatred to his Coun
try's Enemies. This Treachery highly enraged the 
.f1ve Nations againft the Putewatemies, and the 
neighbouring People; but Famine obliging them to 
retire at this Time, they divided their Armies into 
Parties, the better to provide for their Subftfl:ence, 
by Hunting; one of thefe Parties in their Chace fell 
in ~ith a Village of the Chicktaghicks ( called by the 
French Hinois) and furprized the old Men, Women 
and Children, when the young Men were abroad 
hunti~g ; but the young Men, upon their Return, 
gathertr:g together all the refl: of the Villages, pur
fued th1s Party of the Five Nations, and recovered the 
frifoners. 

This 
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This was the firft Time that the Five Nations had Ca ""p; 

been feen in thofe Parts, but their Name was become I. 
fo terrible, that the Chigtaghcicks, notwithftanding ~ 
#lis Ad vantage, left their Country, and fled to the 
Nations that lived wefl:ward, till the General Peace 
was fettled by the French, and not till on that Oc. 
~afion returned to their own Country. 

C H f,.. P. II. 

f{he Wars and Treaties of Peace of the Indians of 
the !Five Nations with the :French, from 1665 to 
:r683, (Jnd tbeir Affair! with New-York in that 
lJ'ime. 

N June I 66 5 Monjieur De 7'raji appointed J7ice .. 
Roy of America by the French King, arrived at 

~ebeck, after he had vifited the French Jjlands in the 
Weft Indies, and brought with hitn four Companies 
of Foot; and in September of the fame Year, Mr. 
Courfel arrived Governor General of Canada; he . 
brought with him a Regiment and feveral Families, .l 

with all Things neceffary for eftablifuing of a Colony. 
Their Force being now thus confiderably augment-
ed, the French Governor refolved to chaftife the 
lnfolence of the Five Nations ; and for that Purpofe, 
in the Winter, fent out a Party againfl: the Mohawks~ 
but thefe by the Cold, and their not k~owing the 
Ufe of Snow Shoes, fuffered very much, without 
doing any Thing againfl: the Enemy. 

This Party however fell in with * Skeneflady, a 
fmall Town which Corlear (a confiderable Man 
~mong the Dutch) had then newly fettled. When 
they appeared near Shenefiady, they were almoft dead 
with Cold and H;unger ; and the Indians, who were 

* The Frmch call this Town Cor/ear# from the Perfons Name 
~ho Jirft f~ttled there. It is fituate on the Mohawks River 
~xtcen Miles from Albany. 

2 ~~ 
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CHAP. then in that Village, had intirely defl:royed them, if 

II. Corlear,(inCompaffion to his fellow Chriftians)had not 
'- " 4 contriv'd their Efcape. He had a mighty Influence 

over the Indians ; and it is from him, and in Re
membrance of his Merit, that all Governors of New
Tork are called Corlear by the Indians to this Day, 
tho' he himfelf was never Governor. He perfuaded 
the Indians, that this was a fmalJ Party of the French 
Army come to amufe them, that the great Body was 
gone diretl:ly towards their Cafl:les, and that it was 
neceffary for them immediately to go in Defence of 
their Wives and Children. This they believed, and 
readily obeyed ; and as foon as the Indians were 
gone, he fent to the French, and fupplied them 
with Provifions and other N ecdfaries to carry them 
back. The French Governor, in Order to reward 
fo fignal a Service, invited Corlear to Canada; but 
as he went through the great Lake, which lies to the 
Northward of Albany, his Canoe was overfet, and he 
was drowned ; and from this Accident that Lake has 
ever fince been called Corlear's Lake, by the People 
of New- York. There is a Rock in this Lake, on 
w hi eh the Waves, dafh and fly up to a great Height; 
when the ·wind blows hard, the Indians believe, 
that an old Indian lives under this Rock, who has the 
Power of the Winds ; and therefore, as they pafs it 
in their Voyages over, they always throw a Pipe, or 
fome other fmall Prefent to this old Indian, and pray 
a favourable Wind. The Englifh that pafs with 
them fometimes laugh at them, but they are fure to 
be told of Cr;rlear's Death. Your great Country
man · Cm-·lear (fay they) as he paffed by this Rock, 
jefl:ed at our Fathers making P.refents to this Old 
Indian, and in Derifion turned up his Backfide, but 
this Affront cofl: him his Life. 

In the following Spring the l/ice-Roy and the Go
'Vernor of Canada, with twenty eight Companies of 
Foot, and all the Militia of the Colony, marched 
into the Country of the Mol.1awks, with a Defign to 

2 deftroy 
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deftroy this Nation, which by their Wars not only CHAp.· 

prevented their Commerce with the wefl:ern Indians, II. 
but likewife often put their Colony in Danger. It~ 
ce~tainly was a bold Attempt, to march above 700 

Miles from f!Jubeck through vafl: unknown Forefts. 
The Mobawks however, on their Approach, Men, 
Women, and Children, retired into rhe Woods, and 
all that the French were able to do, was to burn feme · 
Villages, and to murder fome old Sachems that (like 
the old Roman Senators,) chafe rather to dye than to 
defert their Houfes. · 

The French were fo conceited before, of their 
Superiority over the Indians in their Skill of War, 
and their Weapons, that they thought they could 
not efcape, but the little Honour or Ad vantage they 
got by this Expedition leffened their Vanity, and 
made them defirous of Peace ; and the Five Nations 
remaining fearful of the French fire Arms, it was with
out much Difficulty concluded in the Year I 667. 

The Five Nations however being naturally very 
enterprizing and haughty, one of their Parties fome 
Time after met with fon1e French in their hunt
ing, and quarrelled with them. the Indians had 
the Advantage, they killed feveral of the French, 
and carried one Prifoncr into their own Country. 
Morijieur de Courfel fent on this to threaten the Five 
Nations with War, if they did not deliver up thefe 
Murderers ; and the Five Ncztions, to iliew their pub
lick Difpleafure at this Bre~ch of Peace, fent 
Agariata, the Captain of the Company that did the 

· Mifchief, with forty others, to beg Pardon ; but 
Mon.fieur Courfel was refolved to make an Example: 
of Agariata, and ordered him to be hanged in 
Sight of his Countrymen; and the French hi~ k t~at 
this Severity was a great Means of pref( ·vmg t11~ 

Gr , Peace till the Year I 68 3· 
~ The Dutch, whofettledintheNew Naherlands, now 

1d called New-York, in 1609, entered into an Alliance 
,to with the Five Nations, which continued without any 
t01 D Breach 
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CH A p. Breach on either Side, till the Englijh gained this 

II. Country. T'he Dutch gained the Hearts of the Five 
~Nations by their kind Ufage, and were frequently 

' ufeful to the French, in faving thofe of them that 
were prifoners fron1 the Cruelty of the Indians. 

In 1664, Ne·w-York being taken by the Englijh, 
they likewife immediately entered into a Friendlhip 
with the Five Nations, which has continued without 
the leaft Breach to this Day; and Hiftory, I believe, 
cannot give an Inftance of the moft Chriftian or moft 
Catholick Kings obferving a Treaty fo ftrietly, and 
for fo long a Time as thefe Barbarians, as they are 
called, have done. 

The Englijh and Fre;1ch (Peace being every where 
fettled) now endeavoured to extend their Commerce 
and Alliances among the Indian Nations, that live to 
the weftward of New-York. The French however, 
in their Meafures, difcovered always a Defign of 
conquering and commanding; for with this View 
Mr. de Frontenac, who had fucceeded in the Go
vernment of Canada, in the ·ye~r 1 672, perfuaded 
the Five Natio.ns to allow him to build a Fort on the 
north Side of Cadarackui Lake, under Pretence of a 
Store for Merchandife, and the Secul'ity of his 
Traders, and under the fa1ne Pretence built feve· 
ral other Forts at f01ne other confiderable Places far 
in the Country r 

'The Englifh andDuhh, on the contrary, profecuted 
tli.eir Meafures only with the Arts of Peace, by fend
ing People among the Iudians to gain their AffeCti
ons, and to perfuade them to come to A!bany to 
trade ; but the War with the Dtttc.b, which happen· 
ed about this Titne, prevented even thefe hond1: 
Defigns from having the Succefs they otherwife 
might have had; for in the Year 1673, New-York 
being furprifed by the D!t!{ b, and reftored the next 
Year to the Englijh, the Alterations of Govern
ment, anJ of Mafl:ers, obfl:ruCted very much any 
Meafures thitt cot'd have' been taken for the publick 

Good. 
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Good. Their Trade was likewife confiderably hin- CH A P. 
dered by the War which the Five Nati01ts had at II. 
that Time with the * River Indians, which forced~ 
many of thofe Indians to feek Shelter among the 
Utawawas, who fell under. the French Govermnent 
at laft ; however, the Englijh, Dutch and French 
having all made Peace in Europe, and the Govern-
ment of New-York 1ikewife having obtained a Peace 
between the Fi-ve Nations and Mahikindars or River 
Indians, both the Englijh and French were at full Li-
berty to profecute t~eir Defigns of extending their 
Commerce among the Indians, which both did with 
very confiderable Succefs and Advantage to the In· 
habitants of their refpedive Colonies. 

But this J uftice mufl: be done to the French, that · 
they far exceeded the Eng!ijh in the daring Attempts 
of fome of their Inhabitants, in travelling very far 
among unknown Indians, difcovering new Countries~ 
and every where fpreading the Fame of the French 
Name and Grandeur. The Sieur Perot travelled 
in the Year 1 667 as far as the Fall St. Mary beyond 
Mijjitimakinak, and having learned thofe lndiaJJs 
Language, gained them over to his Country's lqtereft. 

The Courage and Refolution of many of thefe 
Adventurers are defervedly recorded by the French ; 
but the Englijh give it another Turn, and fay it is 
the Barrennefs and Poverty of Canada that pufhes 
the Men of Spirit there, upon Enterprizes, that they 
would not have attempted, if they 4ad lived in the 
Province of New-York. The chief Reafon, in my Opi ... 
nion, however, of the French having fo far fucceeded 
beyond the Englifh is, that the Indian Affairs are the 
particular Care of the Governor and other principal 
Officers in Canada, who have the greatefl: Know
ledge and Authority ; :whereas thofe Affairs in Ne·w
rork are chiefly left to the Management of a few 

• The lll(lia11s living on the Branches ot _Hu4fon's River, 
within or near the Englifh Settlements at that T1me. 

D 2 Traders 
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Traders with the Indians, who have no Care for, or 
Skill in publick Affairs, and only mind their private 
Intereft. 

C HA P. Ill. 

Of the 'I'ranfatlions of the Indians of the Five 
Nations with the neighbouring Engli!h Colonies. 

CH A p. THE Five Nations being now amply fup-
III. plied by the Englijh with Fire-Arms and 

'--v-.1 _1\mmunition, give full Swing to their warlike 
Genius, and foon refolved to revenge the Af
fronts they had at any Time received from the 
Indian Nations that lived at a greater Diftance 
from them. The neareft Nations, as they were 
attack'd, commonly fled to thofe that were further 
otF, and the Five Nations purfued them. This, to
gether with a Defire they had of conquering, or 
Ambition of making all the Nations round them 
their Tributaries, or to acknowledge the }l,ve Nat£-
011S to be fo far their Mafiers, as to be abfolutely 
directed by them in all Affairs of Peace and War 
with their Neighbours, made them overrun great 
Part of N(;rth-America. They carried their Arms 
as far South as Carolina, to the Northward of 
New- England, and as far W efi as the River A1if!zjjipi, 
over a vaft Country, which extends twelve hundred 
l\1iles in Length, from North to South, and about fix 
hundred Miles in breadth; where they intirely deftroy
ed many Nations, of whom there are now no Accounts 
remaining among the Englijb. 

Thefe ·warlike Expeditions often proved trouble
fame to the Colonies of Virginia and Mar.Yland; 
for not only the Indians that were Friends to thofe 
Colonies became Victims to the Fury of the Five 
Nations, but the Chrifrian Inhabitants likewi.fe were 
frequently involved in the fame Calamity. 

The 
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The French having a long Time felt the Incon- CH A P. 

veniencies and Dangers they were in from this refl:- Ill. , 
lefs warlike Spirit of the Five Nations, made ufe of""\""'-' 
this Time of Peace to guard againfl: it for the fu-
ture, and were very diligent in purfuing the moft 
prudent Meafures. They fent fome of their wifeft 
Priefts and J efuits to refide among them, and the 
Governors of New-York were ordered, by the Duke 
of Yor.t, to give thefe Priefts aH the Incouragement 
in their Power. The chief View of thefe Priefts 
was, to give the Indians the highefl: Opinion of the 
French Power and Wifdom, and to render the Eng-
li(h as fufpeCl:ed and as mean as poffible in their 
Eyes. They waited likewife for every Opportunity 
to breed a ~arrel between the Englifh and the In-
dians, and to withdraw the Five Nations from fight-
ing with thofe Nations that traded to Canada. For 
thefe Purpofes thefe Priefts were infl:rumental in 
turning the Refentment of the Five Nations againfl: 
the lndiam, that were in Friendlhip with Virginia 
and Maryland. The Governor of Maryland, on the 
other Hand, to prevent the ill Confequences, that_ 
might happen by Wars between Nations that were 
in Friendiliip with the Engl.ijh, and lived in their 
Neighbourhood, fent Colonel Courfe.y, in the Year 
1677, to Albany, to increafe the Friendlhip between ' 
Virginia and Maryland on the one Part, and the Five 
Nations on t.he other ; and, accordingly, both Sides 
gave mutual Promifes at A!bany: But this good Un· 
derfl:anding was foon fhaken by fame Parties of the 
Oneydoes, Onondag·as, and S:ncku, who were out 
when this Treaty was made, and were ignorant of 
it. One of them met with the Sufkuehana Indians, 
who were jn Friendfhip with M1ry!anl, and fell 
upon them ; they killed four of the S:~(guebanaJ, 
and took fix Prifoners. Five of thefe Prifoners fell 
to the Share of the Smck·u, who, as foon as they 
arrived in their o·Nn Country, r~nt them back with 
Prefents, to lhew that they kept their Promifes with 

D 3 _,_r.,1a1J·la11d 
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C H A P. Maryland ; but the Oneydoes detained the Prifoner 

HI. they had. ' 
_'-y--J Another Party, that went againfl: the Canageffe Indi

mzs (Friends of Virginir.) were furprifed by a Troop 
of Hor e, rho killed one M an, and took a Woman 
Prifoner: lle Indians, in Revenge; killed four of 
the Inhabitants, and carried away their Scalps, with 
fix Chrifiian Prifoners, 

The Mohawks, all this while, kept fl:rietly to 
their Words, and fuffered none of their Men to go 
towards J7irginia and Maryland. 

There is Reafon to think that the Dutch, who 
lived about Albany at that Time, fpirited up the In
dians againft the Englifh; the national Differences, 
that were then recent, bred a Rancour in their Spi
rits. Some Dutchmen perfuaded the Oneydoes, that 
the Englijh at New-Tork we~e refolved to defiroy 
them, and put them into a terrible Difiurbance ; for 
here the Dutch and the Frenrh Priefts joined in the 
fame Meafures. The Commandant at Albany hear .. 
ing of this, fent two Interpreters of the Indian Lan .. 
guage, to perfuade the Oneydoes to come to Alba
ny, in Order to be affured of the Englifh Friend .. 
fuip, and to have t~eir J ealoufy removed ; which 
being done, Swerife, one of the chief Sachems of 
the Omydoes, excufed his Countrymen at Albany the 
fifteenth of February 1 67-~, by laying the Blame on 
,the People of Scheneftady, who h~d informed not 
one, but feveral of their People, ~nd at feveral 
Times, that the Englifh defigned to cut them all 
off; and faid, had they not Reafon to believe the Pco
pl"' of Schen:ftady~ who are Friends and Neighbours 
to the Englijh ? They brought with them a Chrifti
an vVoman and her Child, that had been taken Pri
foners, and refiored them, praying the Governor to 
ufe his IntereH: to have their People refiored, that .. 
had been taken by the People of Virginia ; but they 
kept ~nother Chriftian Woman and her two Chil-
9re~, w~ich they faid they did only till fuch 

. ,.ritne 
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Time as their Prifoners fuould be reftored, or CH A P. 

fome Canaftoga Indians given in their Place. III. 
When the Five Natfom make Peace \\:ith another~ 

Nation, that has taken fome of the l!zve Nations 
Prifoners, if thefe Prifoners be dead, or cannot be 
reftored, they ufually demand fome Indians, it1 

Friendfhip with the Five Nations, in their ft:ead ; 
who either are adopted in Place of their dead 
Friends, or reftored to their own Nation; and fame-
times they defire fon1e of their Enemies to be given 
to them, and even thofe frequently are adopted by 
a Father in Place of a Son, or by a Sifter in Place 
of a Brother, and, moft frequently, by a Wife in 

. Place of a I-Iufband loft in the Wars ; but if they 
chance not to be agreeable to the Relations, then 
they are certainly 1nade Sacrifices to their Re
venge. 

Governor .Androfs, being acquainted by Letter 
with this ]aft Propofal of the One)'does, required the 
immediate Delivery of the Chriftian Prifoners, and 
promifed to write to Virginia to have the l11dian 
Prifoners fav'd. Some Prefents being given to the 
Oneydoes, and they promifed to bring them in a 
Month's Time. 

They, at the fame Time, informed the Com
mandant at Alban)', that eight of their Men were 
then out againft the People of Virginia; that they 
knew nothing of what was now promjfed; and there
fore, in Cafe they iliould do any Harm, they de
fired that it might not be taken as a Breach of their 
Promifes they now made. They promifed likewife 
to inform the Governor of every Thing thefe Par
ties iliou'd happen to do. In the lafl Place they 
faid, we ili.all be very forry if any Thing fhould 
happen to the Prifoners that we have promifed to 
refl:ore, left it iliould create fame J ealoufies of us, 
we hope that you will confider that they are mor
tal. Accordingly, in Ma)' fol!owing the One)'does 
brought the o her three Pri roners to .11/ba;~v, and, 

D on 
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CH A P. on the Twenty-fourth of that Month, Swerife, 

III. when he delivered them to the Commandant at Al
~ batzy, and the Commiffioners for Indian Affairs, faid, 

" Brethren, 
" We are come to this Place with much Trouble, 

" as we did laft Winter, and renew the Requefl: 
" we then made, that fix Indians be delivered to 
" us in the Room of thefe fix Chriftians, in Cafe 
'' our People, who are Prifoners, be dead. 
" None of us have gone out againft the Chrifti
,, ans fince we were 1aft here ; but we told you 
" then that fome were then out, who knew nothing 
'' of the Governor's Orders, and we de fired, that 
" if any Thing happened it might not be taken 
'' ill. Now thirteen of our People, who went out 
'' againft our Indian Enemies, met eighteen Men on 
" Horfeback, as far from any of the Englijh Plan
" tations as Cahnuaga is from Albany, they fired 
" upon our People ; our Men, being Soldiers, re
" turned their Fire, and killed two Men and two 

• " Horfes, and brought away their Scalps. 
" It would be convenient that the Governor 

" tell the PeopJe of Virginia, not to fend their Men 
" fo far from Home ; for if they fhould meet our 
" Parties in their Vv ay ,againft our Enemies, the 
'' Cahnowas, whom the Englijh cal1 .drogifli, we can-:
" not anfwer for the Confequences. 

" We have now obferved the Governor's Orders, 
~' in bringing the three other Chriftian Prifoners ; 
" and we trufl: the Affair of our Prifoners wholly 
~' to the Governor. 

" We have now performed our Promifes : But 
~' where are. our ~rifoners ; or, if they be dead, 
'' the others m the1r Room, now when it is fo late 
'' in the Spring? However, we will fiill trufl: this 
H ·to the Governor.~' · 

Then delivering the Prifoners one by one, faid, 
~! We llave, we fay, now :performed our Promife§, 

" and 
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" and are not a!hamed. We hope C()rlaer, who CF P. 

" governs the whole Country, will like wife do that, I! r. 
" of which he need not be afhamed. 

" Corlaer governs the whole Land, from N ew
" Tork to Albany, and from thence to the Sene
<' kas Land; we, who are his Inferiors, fuall faith· 
'' fully keep the Chain : Let him perform his Pro
" mife, as we have ours, that the Chain be not 
" broken on his Side, who governs the whole Coun
'' try." 

Then the Commiffioners gave them Prefents fc. r 
their kind Ufage of the Prifow:rs. 

After which Swerife ftood up again and faid; •' · et 
'' Corlaer take Care, that the Indian Woman, t 
" is wanting, be reftored, and, for thofe that re 
" killed, others in their Room. If Corlaer will I ot 
u give Ear to us in this .Affair, we wiJl not hereaf
" ter give Ear to him in any Thing." 

Hearing afterwards, that thefe I aft Words were ill 
taken, Swerife, with two more of the chief Oneydot 
Sachems, excufed it, faying ; " What we [~id, of 
'' not hearkening any more to Corlaer, did not pro
" ceed from the Heart, but was fpoken by Way of 
" Argument, to make C9rlaer more careful to re.
" leafe our People that are Prifoners ; and you may 
" be convinced it was fo, when you confider that it 
" was faid after your Anfwer, and without laying 
" down either Bever, or any Belt or Wampum, as 
" we always do, when we make Propofitions *; 
" therefore we defire, that, if it be noted, it may 
" be blotted out, and not made known to Corlaer, 
" for we hold firmly to our Covenant, as we faid in 
'' our Propofitions.'' 

* The Word Propofition has been always ufed by the Com
miffioners for J,zdian Affairs at .Alban_r, to fignify Propofals or Ar
ticles in the Treaties or Agreements made with the llldians. 

They, 
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CH A P. They, at the fame Time, ~old t?em, That theSin?Jt

III. dowans * came to them w1th etght Belts, definng 
~ them no longer to profecute the Wa~ with the Vir

ginia Indians, but to go to \Var agamft the Dewa
ganas t, a Nati lying to the North-wefl:ward; 
and that the Sennekas did defire them to fet thefe 
Chrifiians at Liberty, and to carry them to A!ba
ny ; all which we promifed to do. 

The Five Nations continuing however fl:i!l to be trou
blefome to Virginia, that Govermnent, in September 
following, fent Colonel William J(endall, and Colo
nel Southley Litt!eton, to Albany, to renew and con
firm the Friendfuip between Virginia and the Fz've 
f\Tations. Colonel Littleton died at Albany, before 
the Indians arrived; and Colonel Kendalt fpoke firft to 
the One;·does, and told them. in a fet Speech, " That 
'' their People had taken away and deftroyed their 
'' Goods and People, and brought fome of the Wo
" men and Children of Virginia Captives into their 
" Caftles, contrary to that Faith and Promife, and 
" in Breach of the Peace made with Colonel Cour
" fey, without any the leaft Provocation, or Injury 
'' done, by the People of Virginia. However, 
" through the great Refpetl: Virginia has to their 
" Nations, and by the Perfuafions of the Governor 
" of Ne1JJ-York, and the Information he has given 
" the Government of Virginia, that they had qui
" etly a•.d peaceably delivered to him the Prifoners 
" taken from Virginia, who were returned fafe1y ; 
" and their excufing the fame, and Inclination to 
" live peaceably, without injuring 1/trginia for the 
" future ; the Government of Virginia did forgive 
" all the Damac-es the Five Nations have done to 
" tl:e People of'Vit-ginia, t~o~gh very great ; pro
" vtded that they, or any ltvmg among them, for 

* A Cafl:le of the Sennek.a1, from whence the Frmch call the 
Smnd..' CJonoJtiouan. 

t Compr\!hended under the general Name of Utacz.va·1.t'as. 
· " the 
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" the future, do not offend, or molefl: the Peo- CH A P. 

" ple of Virginia, or Indians living among them." nr. 
He fpoke to the Mohawks and Smnekas, fepa- '--v---1. 

rately from the Oneydoes, becaufe they had not done 
any Mifchief,and promifed them kind and neighbourly 
Ufage when they came to Virginia, and gave them 
Prefents ; they returned the Compliment, with an 
Aff'urance of their Friendiliip, and condoled Col6nel 
Littleton's Death, after the Indian Man~er, by a 
Prefent of a Belt of black Wampum, befides the 
Belt given, on renewal of the Friendihip. 

The Onnondagas did not come till N01)ember; on 
the fifth of which Month the Virginia Agent fpoke 
to them, in the fame Words he did to the Oneydnes. 
It does not appear, by the Regifl:er of Indian Af
fairs, what Anfwer th.e Oneydoes and Onnondagas 
made, but •it is certain they did not obferve Friend
ihip with Virginia, but molefted them with reite
rated lncurfions of their Parties. It is obfervable, 
however, that thefe two Nations, and the C(!)'flgas, • 
only had French Priefl:s among them at that Time, 
and that none of the reft ever molefl:ed the Englifh ; 
for which Reafon, Colonel Dongan, notwithftanding 
the Orders he had received from his Mafl:er, and 
that he himfelf was a Papifl:, complained of the iU 
Offices thefe Priefl:s did to the Euglifh Intereft, and 
forbid the Five Nations to entertain any of them ; 
though the Engli/h and French Crowns, while he 
was Governor of Ncw-Ycrk, feemed to be more 
than ever in £hi& Friendfhip. 

The Fre1:ch had no Hopes of perfuading the Fi'i)e 
Na,tiow to break with New-York directly, but they 
were in Ilopes, that, by the Indian Parties doing 
frequent Mifchief in Virginia, the Government of 
New-York \Von1d be forced to join, in refenting the 
Injury, and thereby that Union, between the Go
vernment of J. ... e'[f)-11Jrk and the Fivz Nations, would 

· be broke, which always obfl:rueted, and often de
~ atcd, the D fign tht; Frencl1 had, of fubjeCl:inC!: all 

2 1Vortb 



44 . :fhe J-fiSTORY oj the 
CHAP. North .Ameril'a to the Crown of France. For this 

nr. Reafon, the Governors of New rork have always, 
~with the greateft Caution, avoided a Breach with 

thefe Nations, on Account of the little Differences 
they had with the neighbouring Colonies. Thefe 
new Incurfions of thefe two Nations were fo trou
blefome to the People of Virginia, that their Gover
nor, the Lord Howard of E.ffingham, thought it ne
ce1fary, for their Security, to undertake a Journey 
to New-Tork. 

I fhall give a particular Account of this Affair, 
which was thought of fuch Confequence, that a 
Peer of England left his Government, and travelled 
four-hundred Miles, to treat with the Five Nations; 
and !hall take this Opportunity of defcribing fome 
Ceremonies they ufe, in making Peace. 

The Sachems of the Five Nations being called to 
Albany, eight J."tfohawks, three Oneydoe ., three On
nondagas, and three Ca)'ttga Sachems, met his Lord
fhip there ; and, on the thirteenth of Jttg', 1 684, 
he, accompanied by two of the Council of Virgirzia, 
fpoke to the Sachems as follows, in the Prefence of 
Golonel Cf'homas Dongan, Governor of New-York, and 
the Magifl:rates of Albmzy. The Senekas being far 
olf, were not then arrived. 

Ptopqfals tnade b)' the Right Honourable Francis 
Lord Hovvard of Effingham, Governor-gene
ral of his Jv!ajfjly's Dominion of Virginia. 

Cf'o 
Cfhe Mohawks, Oneydoes, Onnondagas, and Cayugas. 

" T is now ~t bout fevcn Y cars, faid he, fince you 
" , (unprovoked) came into Virginia, a Country be
" lo?ging to the great King of England, and corn
" mttted f(;veral Mu.rders and Robberies, carrying 
" away our Chrifran Women and Children Prifo
'' ners into your Cafrles. All which Injuries we 

~' defigned 
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~:. " defigned to have revenged on you, but at the CH A P. 

~~ " Defire of Sir Edmond Androfs, then Governor- Ill. 
it: " general of thi Country, we deftfl:ed from de- ~. 
~ '' ftroying you, and fent our Agents, Colonellf/il-
e·' " liam Kenda!, and Colonel Soutbley Littleton, to 
)~. '' confirm· and make fure the Peace, that Colonel 
t· " Courfey of Maryland included us in, when he firft 
r.:. " treated with you. We find, that as you quickly 

" forgot what you promiled Colonel Courfl)', {o you 
" have wilfully broke the Covenant-chain which 
" you promifed our Agent, Colonel Kenda!, fuould 
'' be kept more ftrong and bright, if we of Vir- · 
" ginia would bury, in the Pit of Oblivion, the 
'' Injury then done us; which, upon Governor An
" drofs's lnterceffion, and your Submiffion, we 
" were willing to forget : But you not at all mind
" ing the Covenant then made, have every Year 
'' fince, come into our Country in a war-like l\1an
" ner, uJider Pretence of fighting with our Indi
" ans, our Friends and Neighbours, which you 
'' ought not to have done, our Agent having inclu
" ded them likewife in the Peace. i ... ou not only 
" defl:royed, and took feveral of them Prifoners, 
" but you have alfo killed and burnt our Chr1fl:ian 
" People, defl:roying Corn and Tobacco, more than 
" you made Ufe of, kjJled our I orfes, Hogs, and 
" Cattle ; not to eat, but to let them lie in the 
" Woods and fl:ink : This you did, when you were 
" not denied any Thing you faid you wanted. 

" I mufl: alfo tell you, that, Ut der the Pretence 
" of Friendlhip, you have come to Houfes at the 
'' Heads of our Rivers (when they h:we be'-n for
" tified) with a white Sheet on a Pole, and have 
'' laid down vour Guns before the Fort ; epon 
'' which, our People taking you for Friend , ha·.·c 
" admitted your great Men into their .Forts, and 
'' have given them Meat and Drink, v.rhat they de
'' fired. After the great Men had refrdhed them
" felves, and defiring to returr., as they wcte Jet out 

'~ of 



'Ihe HisTORY of the 
C H A p. " of the Fort-gates, the young Men commonly ru£hed 

III. " into the Fort, and plundered the I-Ioufes, taking 
~ " away, and deftroying all th~ Corn, Tobacco, and 

" Bedding, and what elfe was m the Houfes. When 
'' they went away, they generally alfo took feveral 
" Sheep with them, and killed feveral Cows big with 
" Calf, and left them behind them cut to Pieces, and 
" flung about, as if it were in Defiance of us, and in 
" Derifion of our Friendfhip. Thefe, and many 
" more Injuries that you have done us, have caufed 
40 ' me to raife Forces, to fend to the Heads of our 
" Rivers, to defend our People from thefe Out
" rages, till I came to New-York, to Colonel Cf'homas 
'' Dongan, your Governor-general, to defire him, 
" as we are all one King's SubjeCl:s, to affift me in 
'· warring againfl: you, to revenge the Chrifl:ian 
~' Blood that you have fhed, and to make you 
" give full SatisfaCtion for all the Goods that you 
'' have defl:royed: But by the Mediation of your 
" Governor, I am now come to ..c1lbany to fpeak 
" with you, and to know the Reafon of your break
,, ing the Covenant-chain, not only with us and 
" our neighbour Indians, but with Maryla11d, who 
" are great King Charles's SubjeCts ; for our IndianJ 
" have given King Charles their Land ; therefore I, 
" the Governor of Virginia, will proteCl: them, as 
" your Governor, under the great Duke of Turk and 
'' Albany, will henceforth you, when the Chain of 
" Friend£hip is made between us all. 

" Now I have let you know, that I an1 fenfible 
" of all the Injuries you have done us, and by the 
" Defire of your Governor-general, I am willing 
" to make a new Chain with you for Virginia, Ma
" ryland, and our Indians, that may be more fl:rona . 
" and lafl:ing, even to the Word's End ; fo that w~ 
" may be Brethren, and great T:;.ing Charles's Chil
" dren. 

'' I pro-
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1~· " I propofe to you, firfl, That you call out ofC HA P. 

'~ " our Countries of Virginia and Maryland, all your III. 
m. " young Men or Soldiers that are now there. '-'v--1. 
~ " Secondly, That you do not hinder or molefi: our 
~ " friendly Indians from hunting in our Mountains, it 
~ " having been their Country, and none of yours; 
: ~ " they never go into your Country to difi:urb any 
u. " of you . 
. an " 'l'hirdb•, Though the Damages you have done 
l[! " our Country be very great, and would require a 

" great deal of Satisfaction, w hi eh you are bound 
" to give ; yet we affure you, that only by the 
" Perfuafions of your Governor, who is at a vaft 
" deal of Trouble and Charge for your W e1fare, 
" which you ever ought to acknowledge, I Lave 
" pafs'd it by and forgiven you; upon this Conditi
" on, that your People, nor any living among you, 
" for the future, ever commit any Incurfions upon 
'' our Chrifi:ians or Indians living among us, or in 
" Maryland. 

" For the better Confirmation of the fame, and 
" that the Peace now concluded may be lafting, I 
" propofe to have two * Hatchets buried, as a £.
" nal Determination of all w·ars and J arrings be
" tween us ; one on behalf of us and our Indian.r, 
" and the other for all your Nations united together, 
" that ever did us any Injury, or pretended to war 
" againfi: our Indian Friends, or thofe of jtiary
" land. 

" And that nothing may be wanting for Confir
" mation thereof (if you de fire it) we are willing 
" to fend fome of our Indian Sachems., with an A
" gent, next Summer, about this Time, that they 
" may ratify the Covenant with you here, in this 
" prefixed Houfe, where you may fee and fpeak 
" together as Friends. 

• All Indians make Ufe of a Hatchet or Axe, ~s an Emblem 
to exprefs War. 

" That 



'l'he HisToRY of the 
-c HA r. " That the Covenant now made between us, in 

! L " th's prefixed Houfe, in the Prefence of your Go
~ " vernor, may be firmly kept and performed on 

" your Parts, as it always has been on ours; and that 
" jOl do not break any one Link of the Covenant* 
' chain for the future, by your People's coming 
' near our Plantations ; when you march to the 
' Southward, keep to the Feet of the Mountains, 

" and do not come nigh the Heads of our Rivers, 
" there being no Bever-hunting there ; for we ihall 
" not for the future, though you lay down your 
" Arms as Friends, ever truft you more, you have 
" fo often deceived us." 

The next Day the Mohawks anfwer'd firft by their 
Speaker, faying : 

" We muft, in the firfl: Place, fay fomething to 
,, the other three Nations, by vVay of Reproof, for 
" their not keeping the former Chain, as they 
" ought ; and therefore we defire you, great Sa
" chem of Virginia, and you C:;rlaer, and all here 
" prefent to give Ear, for we will conceal nothing 
" of the Evil they have done.'' [Then turning to 
the other Nations.] " You have heard Y eflerday 
" all that has been faid ; as for our Parts, we are 
" free of the Blame laid on us ; we have always 
" been obedient to Corlaer, and have fteadlly kept 
" our Chain with Virginia, Mar;•land, and Boflmt ; 
" but ye are ftupid and brutiili, and have no Un
" derfl:anding, we muft ftamp U nderftanding into 
" you. Let the new Chain made Y efl:erda y be care
" fully preferved for the future. This we earneft
" Jy recommend to you, for we are ready to cry 
" for Shame of you ; let us be no more afhlmed on 
'' your Account, but be obedient, and take this 
" Belt, to keep what we fay in your Memory. 

" Hear now, now is the Time to hearken ; the 
'' Covenant-chain had very near flipt, by your not 

2 " keepirg 
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" keeping it firmly. Hold it faft now, when all for-CHAp· 
" mer Evils are buried in the Pit. ur. · 
. " You Oneydoes, I fpeak to yon as Children ; be~ 
" no longer childifu, or void of Underflanding. 

'' You Onondagas, our Brethren, you are like 
" deaf Peop!e, that cannot hear, your Senfes are 
" covered with Dirt and Filth. 

" You Cayugas, do not return into your former 
" Ways. There are three Things we tnufl: all ob
" ferve. 

'' Firfl, The Covenant with Corlear. Second!;•, 
'' the Covenant with J/irgitzia and Maryland. 
" CJ'hirdly, with Bofton. We muft fi:amp Under
'' fi:anding into you, that you may be obedient ; 
'' and take this Belt for a Remembrancer." 

Then Cadianne, the fame l'vfohawk Speaker, turn
ing to my Lord, fa id : 

" We are very thankful to you, great Sac hem of 
" Pirginia, t~at you are perfuaded by Corlear, our 
'' Governor, to forgive all former Faults. We are 
'' very glad to hear you, and fee your Heart foft
" ened. Take thefe three Bevers as a Token. 

" We thank the great Sac hem of Virginia for fay
" ing, that the Axe fhall be thrown into the Pit. 
'' Take thefe two Bevers, as a Token of our Joy 
" and Thankfulnefs. 

" We are glad that Affarigoa * will bury in th~ 
" Pit what is paft. Let the Earth be trod hard 
" over it ; or rather, let a fl:rong Stream run under 
" the Pit, to wafh the Evil away out of our Sight 
" and Remembrance, and that it may never be 
" digged up again. 

" Ajfarigoa, you are a Man of Knowledge ar:d 
" Underftanding, thus to ke.ep the Covenant-cham 

1 

" bright as Silver ; and now again to renew it, and 

* The Name the Fi<fle Natirms always give the Govcr.1or of 
l"ir:inia. 

E " make 
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CH A P." make it fl:ronger. (Then pointing to the three 
III. " other Nations, faid,) But they are Chain-break
~ " ers. I Jay down this as a 1'oken, that we Mo

" hawks have preferved the Chain intire on our 
" Parts. Gives two Bevers and a Racoon. 

" The Covenant mufl: be kept; for the Fire of 
" Love of Virginia and Marylm:d burns in this Place, 
" as well as ours, and this Houfe of Peace mufl: be 
" kept clean. Gives two Bevers. 

" We now plant a Tree*, whofe Top will reach 
" the Sun, and its Branches fpread far abroad, fo 
" that it fhall be feen afar off; and we fhall fhelter 
" ourfelves under it, and live in Peace without Mo
" ]efl:ation. Here he gave two Bevers. 

" You propofed Y eHerday, that if we were de
" firous to fee the Indians of Virginia, you are will
'" ing to fend fome of their Sachems next Summer, 
" about this Time, to this Place. This Propofal 
" pleafes me very much, the fooner they come the 
" better, that we may fpeak with them in this 
" Houfe, which is appointed for our fpeaking with 
" our Friends ; and give two Belts to confirm it. 

" You have now heard what Exhortation we have 
" made to the other three Nations ; we have taken 
" the Hatchet out of their Hands ; we now there
" fore pray, that both your Hatchets may likewife 
" be buried in a deep Pit. Giving two Bevers. 

" A ffarigoa, fome of us Mohawks are out againfl: 
" our Enemies, that lie afar off, they will do you 
" no Harm, nor plunder, as the others do. Be 
" kind to them, if they fhal1 happen to come to 
" any of your Plantations ; give them fon1e To· 
" bacco and fome ViCtuals; for they will neither 
" rob nor fl:eal, as the One)·does, Onnondagas, and 
" Cayugas have done. 

* The Ft:ve Katiom always exprefs Peace by the Metaphor 
o a Tree. 

'' The 
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" The Oneydoes particularly thank you, great Sa- CH A P· 
" chem of J7irginia, for confenting to lay down the III. 
" Axe. The Hatchet is taken out of all their ~ 
'' Hands. Gives a Belt. 

'' We again thank A.lfarigoa, that he has made a 
" new Chain. Let it be kept bright and clean, and 
" held faft on all Sides ; let not any one pull his 
" Arm from it. We include all the four Nations, 
" in giving this Belt. 

" We again pray A.f!arigoa, to take the Oneydoes 
" into his Favour, and keep the Chain fhong 
" with the1n ; for they are our Children. Gives a 
" Belt. 

" The Omydoes give twenty Bevers, as a Satisfac
" tion for what they proruifed the Lord Baltimore1 
" and defire that they may be difcharged of that 
" Debt." 

The two Governors told them; that they would 
ufe their Endeavours with the Lord Baltimcre, to 
perfuade him to forgive what ren1ained. 

Then the Indians defired that the Hole might be 
dug, to bury the Axes, viz. one in Behalf of Vir
ginia and their Indians, another in Behalf of Ma
ryland and theirs, and three for the Onnondagas, 0-
ne)'does, and Cayugas. The Mohawks faid, there was 
no Need of burying any on their Account, for the 
firfl: Chain had never been broke by them. 

Then the three Nations fpoke by an Onnondaga, 
called 'I'hanohjanihta'J who fa id : 

" We thank the great Sac hem of J7irginia, that he 
" has fo readily forgiven and forgot the Injuries 
" that have been done; and we, for our Parts, glad
" 1y catch at, and lay hold of the new Chain. 
" Then each of them delivered an Axe to be buri
" ed, and gave a Belt. 

" I fpeak in the Name of all three Natim~s, and 
" include them in this Chain, which we defire may 
" may be kept clean and bright like Silver. Gives a 
" Belt. 

E z " We 
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CHAp. " We defire that the Path may be open for the 

II. " Indians under AJ/arigoa's ProteCtion, to come 
"'-v--J" fafely and freely to this Place, in order to confirm 

" the Peace. Gives fix Fathom of Wampum. 
Then the Axes were buried m the fouth-eaft End 

of the Court-yard, and the Indians threw the Earth 
upon them ; after which the Lord Howard told 
them, fince now a firm Peace is concluded, we 
fhall hereafter remain Friends, and Virginia and 
Maryland will fend once in two or three Years to 
renew it, and fome of our Sachems fhall come, ac
cording to your Defire, to confirm it. 

Laft of all the One)'does, the Onnondagas, and 
Ca)·ugas, iointly fang the Peace-fong, with Demon
ftrations of much Joy ; and thanked the Governor 
of New-York for his effeCl:ual Mediation with the 
Governor of Virginia in their Favour. 

Colonel Dungan had gained the AffeCtions of the 
Five Nations, and they efteemed him much. 

They defired the Duke of York's Arms to put up
-on their Caflles, which, fron1 the Sequel of their 
Story, we may fuppofe they were told would fave 
them from the French. Colonel Dungan defired 
them to call Home thofe of their Nations that had 
fettled in Canada.* To which they anfwered, Cor
l~ar keeps a Correfpondence and Friendfhip with Ca-
1lt!dtl, and therefore he can prevail more than we can. 

* The F,o,ch Priijls had, from Time to Time, p~rfuaded fe· 
veral of the Fi·-ve ·Nations to leave their own Country, and to fet
tle near Montreal ; where the French are very induftrious in en
couraging them. Their r'umbers have been likewife increafed 
by the Prifoners the French have taken in War, and by others 
that have run from their own Country ; becaufe of fome Mif
chief that they had done, or Debts which they owed the Chrifti
ans. Thefe lndiam are all profef~'d Papifi.s, and for that Reafon 
are commonly called the pra_ying lndimtJ by their Countrymen, 

. and they are called Ca_bnuagas by the People of Albany, from 
the Place where they ln·e ; the French value them on Ac· 
C?unt of the I_nt;Higence they gn'e in· Time of War, and their 
J.: .. nowledge of tue Countries. 

2 ~et 



~ 
e
., 
11 

Part I FxvE INDIAN NATioNs, &c. ·53 
Let Corlear ~fe his Endeavours to draw our Indians CHAP. 

Home to their own Country. nr. 
The Government of the Maffacbufets Ba_y had ap- '--v--J 

pointed Colonel Step.banus Cortland, one of the Coun. 
cil of New-York, their Agent at this Time, to re-
new their Friendfhip likewife with the Five Nations, 
and to give them fome fmall Prefents ; which was 
accordingly done. 

The Governor of New. York, Colonel Dungan, con
cluded with this Ad vice to them : Keep a good U n
derftanding among yourfelves; if any Difference 
happen, acquaint me with it, and I will compofe it. 
Make no Agreement with the French, or any other 
Nation, without my Knowledge and Approbation. 
Then he gave the Duke's Arms to be put up at each 
of their Cafl:les, in Hopes it might deter the French 
from attacking them, (as they were threatened from 
Canada) by this fo manifefl: a Declaration of their 
being under the Protection of the Crown of EnK
land, when the two Crowns were in the fl:rictefi: 
Friendlhip ; but it is probable the French chofe this 
very Time to attack them, to bring them off from 
that Confidence they feemed to have in the Eng
lijh. 

It may be proper, before I proceed, to infert here 
alfo a remarkable Speech made by the Onnondagas 
and Cayugas to the two Governors, on the fecond 
Day of Auguft, viz. 

'' Brother Corlear, 
" Your Sachem is a great Sacbem, and we are but 

" a fmall People; but when the E•tKlifh came fidl: 
" to Manhata;z, * to Arag{fke t and to YakoJ.rana
" gary 11, they were then but a fmall People, and we 
"' were great. Then, becaufe we fuund you a good 
" People, we treated you kindly) and gave you Land; 
'' we hope therefore, now that you are great, and 

• 1.\ew-York. f l'bginia. H ."'1lt!r;1a::i. 

E 3 " we 
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C a A p. " we fmall, you will proteCt us from the French. If 

Ill. '' you do not, we £hall lofe all our Hunting and 
~ " Bevers : ,.fhe French will get all the Bevers. The 

" Reafon they are now angry with us is, becaufe we 
'' carry our Bever to our Brethren. 

" We have put our Lands and ourfelves under 
" the ProteCtion of the great Du.~e of York, the Bro
,, ther of your great Sachem, who i~ likewife a great 

'' Sachem. 
" We have annexed the Sufquehana River, which 

'' we won with the Sword, to this Government ; 
" and we defire it may be a Branch of the great 
" Tree that grows in this Place, the Top of which 
" reaches the Sun, and its Branches fb.elter us from 
" the ·Fren eh, and all other Nations. Our Fire 
" burns in your Houfes, and your Fire burns with us ; 
" we defire it may be fo always. But we will not 
" that any of the great Penn's People fettle upon the 
" Sufqttehana River, for we have no other Land to 
" leave to our Children. 

" Our young Men are Soldiers, and when they 
" are provoked, they are like Wolves in theW oods, 
." as you, Sachem of Virginia, very well know. 

" We have put ourfelves under the great Sachi.'m 
'' Charles, that lives on the other Side the great 
" Lake. \Ve give you thefc two white dreffed 
" Deer-lkins, to fend to the great Srzchem, that he 
" may -vvrite on them, and put a great red Seal to 
" them, to confirm what \\e now do ; and put the 
" Sufquehana River above the Falls, and all the refr 
" of our Land under the arer.t Duke of York, and 

. :l 0 ~ 
" giVe that Lane to none t lfe. Our Brethren, his 
" People, have been hke }atbers to our Wives and 
'' Children, and have given us Bread when we were 
" in Need of it ; we will not therefore ioin our
" fe:lves, or our Land, to any other Government 
" but this. v 1 e defire Corlear, our Governor, may 
" fend this our Propofition to the great Sacbem 
'" Charles, who dwells on the other Side the great 

" Lake, 
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" Lake, with this Belt of vVampum, and this other CH A p. 

" fmaller Belt to the Dulee of York his Brother: And III. 
" we give you, C01·lear, this Bever, that you may ............... 
" fend over this Propofition. 

· " You great Man of Virginia, we let you know, 
" that great Penn did fpeak to us here in O;rlear's 
" Houfe by his Agents, and defired to buy the 
" Sufquebana River of us, but we would not heark
'' en to him, for we had fafrened it to this Govern
" ment. 

" We de fire you therefore to bear witnefs of what 
" we now do, and that we now confirm what we 
" have done before. Let your Friend, that lives 
" on the other Side the great Lake, know this, 
" that we being a free People, though united to the 
" Englijh, may give our Lands, and be joined to 
" the Sac hem we like befl:. We give this Bever to 
" remember what we fay." 

The Senekas arrived foon after, and, on the fifth 
of Auguft, fpoke to the Lord Ho-ward in the follow
ing Manner: 

" We have heard and underfrood what Mifchief 
" hath been done in Virginia ; we have it as perfeB: 
" as if it were upon our Fingers Ends. 0 Corlear! 
" we thank you for having been our Interceff'or, fo 
" that the Axe has sot fallen upon us. 

" And you A.lfarigoa, great Sachem of Virginia, 
" we thank you for burying all Evil in the Pit. \Ve 
" are informed, that the Mohaw.b, One}d?es, On
" 1zondt1gas, and CC'._yttgas, have buried the Axe al
" ready ; now we that live remotefr off, are come 
" to do the fame, and to include in this Chain the 
'' Cahnawaas, your Friends. We defire therefore, 
" that an Axe, on onr Part, may be buried with one 
" of AJ!arigoa's. 0 Cwlear! Cor/ear! we thank you 
'' for laying hold of one End of the Axe ; and we 
" thank you, great Governor of Vif'ginia, not only 
" for throwing afide the Axe, but more efpecially 
" for your putting all Evil from your Heart. Now 

E 4 " we 
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CHAP." we have a new Chain, a {l:rong and a flraight 

III. " Chain, that cannot be broken. The Tree of 
'--r-'" Peace is planted fo firmly, that it cannot be 

" moved, let us on both Sides hold the Chain 
" faft. 

'' We underftand what you faid of the great 
" Sachem, that lives on the other Side the great 
''Water. 

'' You tell us, that the Cahnawaas will come 
" hither, to flrengthen the Chain. Let them not 
'' make any Excufe, that they are old and feeble, or 
~' that their Feet are fore. If the old Sachems can
~' not, let the young Men come. We fhall not fail 
" to come hither, tho' we live farthefl: off', and then 
" the new Chain will be fhonger and brighter. 

'' We underftand, that becaufe of the Mifchief 
" that has been done to the People and Caftles of 
" J7irginia and Maryland, we muft not come near 
" the Heeitds of your Rivers, nor near your Planta
" tions, but keep at the Foot of the Mountains ; 
" for tho' we lay down our Arms, as Friends, we 
" fhall not be trufted for the future, but looked on 
'' as Robbers. We agree however to this Propofition, 
" and fhall wholly fray away from Virginia: And 
" this we do in Gratitude to Corlear, who has been 
" at fo great Pains to perfuade you, great Governor 
" of Virginia, to forget what is paft. You are wife 
" in giving Ear to Corlear's good Advice, for we 
"fuall now go a Path which was never trod be
,, fore . . 

'' We have now done fpeaking to Corlear, and 
" the Governor of Virginia; let the Chain be for 
" ever kept clean and bright by him, and we fhall 
" do the fame. 

'' The other Nations from the Mohawks Country 
" to the Cayugas, have delivered up the Sufquehana 
<' River, and all that Country, to Ccrlear's Go
" vernment. We confirm what they have done by 
." giving this Belt. " 

Coli. 
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part I. FivE INDIAN NATIONs, &c. 57 
Coli. Bird, one of the Council of Virginia, and CH A p , 

Edmond ]ennings Efq; Attorney General of that Pro. JII. • 
vince, came with four Indian Sachems, (according \./Y'-1 
to the Lord Howard's Promife) to renew and con· 
firm the Peace, and met the Five Nations at Alba1ty 
in September 168 5· . 

Coli. Bird accufed them of having again broke 
their Promife, by taking an Indian Girl from 
an Englijh Man's Houfe, and four Indian Boys 
Prifoners. 

They excufed this, by its being done by the Par
ties that were out when the Peace was concluded, 
who knew nothing ofit; which Accident they had 
provided againft in their Articles. They faid, the 
four Boys were given to the Relations of thofe Men 
that were loft ; and it would be difficult to obtain 
their Reftoration: But they at laft promifed to deli
ver them up. 

The Senakas and Mo.bawks declared themfelves 
free of any Blame, and chid the other Nations. 

So that we may ftill obferve the Influence which 
the French Priefts had obtained over thofe other N a
tions, and to what Chriftian like Purpofe they ufed 
it. 

The Mobawks Speaker faid, '' Where fhall I feek 
'' the Chain of Peace ? Where fhall I find it but 
'' upon our * Path ? And whither doth our Path 
" lead us, but into this Houfe? This is a Houfe of 
" Peace ; " after this he f~mg all the Links of the Chain 
over. T-Ie afterwards fang by Way of Admonition 
to the Onondagas, One)'does, and Cayugas, and con
cluded all with a Song to the Virginia Indians. 

The French Priejfs however ftill employed their In-
fluence over the Onnondagas, Captgas, and One)'does; 
and it was eafy for them to fpiritupthelndians (natural-

·: The ll!obav . .:!.t C'o:mtrv i~ fitt.atecl between the other Nations 
and Ali·rm)'. ' 

Iy 
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CH A P.ly revengeful) againft their old Enemies. A Pa~~ 

HI. ty of the Oneydoes went out two Years after th1s 
~ againft the Wayanoak Indians, Friends of Virginia, 

and killed fome of the People of Virginia, who af
ftfted thofe Indians. They took fix Prifoners, but 
reftored them at Albany, with an Excufe, that they did 
not know they were Friends of Virginia. But CoiL 
Dungan on this Occafion told them, That he only 
had kept all the Englifh in North-.dmerica from join
ing together to deftroy them; that if ever he ihould 
hear of the like Complaint, he would dig up the 
Hatchet, and join with the refl: of the Englijh to cut 
them off Root and Branch ; for there were many 
Complaints made of him to the King by the Englifh, 
as well as by the Governor of Canada, for his favour
ing of them. 

We have now gone through the material Tranf
attions which the Five Nations had with the Englifh, 
in w hi eh we find the Englijh purfuing nothing but 
peaceable and Chriftian-like Meafures ; and the Five 
Nations (tho' Barbarians) living with the People 
of New-Tork, like good Neighbours and faithful 

. Friends, and generally with all the Englifh alfo, ex
cept when they were influenced by the 'Jefuites ; at 
the fame Time, one cannot but admire the Zeal, 
l om·age, and Refolution of thefe J efuites, that would 
adventure to live among l1zdians at War with their 
.! 1ation ; and the better to carry their Purpofes, to 
comply with all the I-1umours and Manners of fuch 
a wild People, fo as not to be difiiuguiihed by 
Strangers from meer Indians. One of them, named 
]1/lilet, remained with the Oneydoes till after the 
Year 1 694 ; he was advanced to the Degree of a 
Sacbem, and had fo great an Influence over them, 
that the other Nations could not prevail with them 
to part with him. While he lived with them, the 
Oneydoes were frequently turned againft the Southern 
Tndi,ms (Friends of the Engl~fh fouthern Colonies~ 

and 
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and were always wavering in their Refolutions againfl: 
the French at Canada. 

We fuall now fee what EffeCl: the Policy of the 
French had, who purfued very different Meafures 
from the Englijh. 

CHAP. IV. 

Mr. De la Barre's Expeditio1-z, and fome remarkable 
'1ranfaetions in 1684. 

59 

T H E French, in the Time they were at Peace CH A P. 

with the Five Nations, built their Forts at IV. 
'Iaidonderaghi and Mijfilimakinak, and made a Settle- t..-..c -'. 
ment there. They carried on their Commerce 
among the numerous Nations that live on the Banks 
of the great Lakes, and the Banks of the MiJ!if/ipi ; 
they not only profecuted their Trade among thefe 
Nations, but did all they could to fecure their Obe-
dience, and to make them abfolutely fubjeCl: to the 
Crown of France, by building Forts at the confiderable 
Paff"es, and placing fmall Garifons in them. They 
took in fhort all the Precautions in their Power, not 
only to refl:rain the Indians by Force, but 1ikewife 
to gain their Affections, by fending Mi./}ionaries 
among them. The only ObftruClion they met with 

·\ was from the Five Nations, who introduced the 
Englifh of New-Tork into the Lakes to trade with 
the Indians that lived round them. This gave the 
French much Uneafinefs, becaufe they forefaw, 
that the Englifh would not only prove dangerous 
Rivals, but that the Advantages which they had in 
Trade, beyond what it was poffible for the Inhabi
tants of Canada to have, would enable the People 
of New-York fo far to underfel them, that their 
Trade would foon be ruined, and all the Intereft loft 
which they had gained with fo much Labour and 
Expence. The F£ve Nations likewife continued in 

War 
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CHAP. War with many of the Nations, with the Chillaghicks 

IV. particularly, who yielded the moft profitable Trade 
~ to the French ; and as often as they difcov-ered any 

of the French carrying Ammunition towards thefe 
Nations, they fell upon them, and took all their 
Powder, Lead and Arms from them. This made 
the French 1'raders afraid of travelling, and prevent
ed their Indians from hunting, and alfo leifened the 
Opinion they had of the French Power, when they 
found that the French were not able to protect them 
againft the Infults of the Five Nations. 

The Senakas lie next to the Lakes, and neareft to 
the Nations with whom the French carried on the 
greateft Trade, thefe People were fo averfe to that Na
tion, that they would never receive any Priefts among 
them, and of Confequence were mofl: firmly attach'd 
to the Englifh lntereft, who fupplied them with 
Arms and Powder (the Means to be revenged of 
their Enemies.) For thefe Reafons Mr. De la Barre 
(Governor of Canada) fent a Meifenger to Coli. 
Dungan, to complain of the Injuries tha Senakas had 
done to the French, and to fhew the Neceffity he 
was under to bring the Five Nations to Reafon 
by Force of Arms. This Meifenger happening to 
arrive at the Time the Indians met the Lord 
l-io·ward at Alba;z;·, Coil. Dungan told the Senakas 
the Complaints that the french Governor made of 
them. To which they gave him the followingAnfwer, 
in Prefence of Mr. De la Barre's Meifenger, on the 
5th of /lugufl I 684. 

'' We were fent for, and are come, and have 
" heard what you have faid to us, that Corlear bath 
'' great Complaints of us, both from Virginia and 
" Ca;zada. What they complain of from Canada 
" may poffibly be true, that fame of our young Men 
"have taken fomeoftheirGoods, but romze;j·dio the 
'' Governor of Canada, is the Caufe of it. He not only 
" permits his People to carry Amn1unition, Guns, 

" Po'tvder 
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'' Powder, Lead, and Axes to the 'Iitibtuib-ronoons *CH A P 

" our Enemies, but fends them thither on pm·pofe. IV. • 
" Thefe Guns which he fends knock our Bever Hunt-~ 
" ers on the Head, and our Enemies carry the Bevers -
" to Canada that we would have brought to our Bre-
" thren. Our Bever Hunters are Soldiers, and could 
" bear t.his no longer. They met fome French in their 
'' Way to our Enemies, and very near them, carrying 
''Ammunition, which our Men took from them. 
" This is agreeable to our Cufl:oms in War; and we 
" may therefore openly own it, tho' we know not 
" whether it be prattifed by the Chrifl:ians in fuch 
'' like Cafes. 

'' When the Governor of Canada fpeaks to us of 
" the Chain, he calls us Children, and faith, I am 
" your Father, you mufi: hold fafl: the Chain, and I 
'' will do the fame: I will proteCl: you as a Father 
" doth his Children. Is this Protection, tn fpeak 
'' thus with his Lips, and at the fame Time to 
" knock us on the I-Iead, by affifting our Enemies 
" with Ammunition ? 

" He always fays, I am your Father, and you 
" are my Children ; and yet he is angry with his 
" Children, for taking thefe Goods. ' 

'' But, 0 Corlear ! 0 dJ/ar.goa ! we mnft com
e' plain to you ; you Corlear are a Lord, and go
,, vern this Country ; is it juft that our Father is 
" going to fight with us for thefe Things, or is it 
" well done? We rejoiced when La S.ll was fent 
" over the great Water; and when Perot \VlS re
" nwved, becaufe they had furnifhed our Enemies 
" with Ammunition ; but we are difappointed in our 
" Hopes, for we find our Enemies are ftill fuppli d. 
" Is this well done ? Yea, he often forbids us to make 
'' vVar on any of the Nations with whom he trade ; 

• Ro11oo11 fignilies Nation or People, in the Langu ge of the 
Fi<Ve Nations; they fay Tiubt:tib.romoM, CJ..icb glik ro1tCOIJ. 
Dermrmdadik-romrm, &c. 

''and 
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C n A P. ''and at the fame Time furniilies them with all Sorts 

IV. " of Atnmunition, to enable them to deftroy us. 
~__; " Thus far in Anfwer to the Complaint the Go-

" vernor of Canada hath made of us to Corlear. 
" Corlcar faid to us, that Satisfaction muft be made 
'' to the French for the Mifchief we have done them. 
" This he faid before he heard our Anfwer. Now 
" let him that hath InfpeCtion over all our Coun
,, tries, on whom our Eyes are fixed, let him, even 
'' Corlear, judge and determine. If you fay that it 
" muft be paid, we fuall pay it, but we cannot live 
" without free Bever Hunting. 

" Corlear, hear what we fay, we thank you for 
" the Duke's Arms, which you have given us to be 
" put in our Caftles, as a Defence to them. You corn .. 
" m and them. Have we wandered out of the Way, 
" as the Governor of Canada fays ? We do not 
" threaten him with War, as he threatens us. What 
" fuall we do ? Shall we run away, or fuall we 
" fit ftill in our Houfes ? What fuall we do ? we 
" fpeek to him that governs and commands us. 

" Now Corlear, and Ajjarigoa, and all People here 
" prefent, remember what we have anfwered to the 
'' Complaints of · the Governor of Canada; yea, we 
" wifh that what we here faid may come to his 
" Ears. " Then they gave a Belt. 

Monfieur De la Barre at this Titne was gone, 
with all the Force of Canada, to Cadarackui Fort, and 
ordered the three Ve!lels to be repaired which the 
French had built on Cadarackui Lake: His Defign 
was to frighten the Five Nations into his own Terms, 
by the Appearance of the French Army, which con· 
fifted of 6oo Soldiers of the regular Troops, 400 

Jndians, and 400 Men that carried Provifions, befides 
300 Men that he left to {ecure Cadarackui Fort, and 
the weftern Indians, that he expected would join 
him. But while he was at this Fort, the Fatigue 
of travelling in the Month of Auguft, together with 
the Unhealthinefs of that Place (the Country there· 

about 
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about being very madhy) where he tarried fix CH .A p; 
vVeeks, occafioned fo great a Sicknefs in his Army, IV. 
that he found himfelf unable to perform any Thing "-v--1 
but by Treaty; and therefore fent Orders to Monfr. 
Dulhut, who was come from Miflilimakinak with 
6oo Men, French and Indians, to ftop. Monfr. 
De la Barre paffed acrofs the Lake, with as many 
Men as were able to travel, and arrived at the River 
which the French call La Famine, by the Indians 
called Kaihohage, which falls into the South Side of 
Cadarackui Lake, about thirty Miles from Onnondago. 
There were two Villages of the Five Nations on 
the North Side of the Lake, about fifteen Miles 
from the French Fort, confifting of thofe Indians 
that had the moft Inclination to the French: They 
provided the French Army with Provifions, while 
they remained at the Fort; but it is probable, fent 
an Account to their own Nations of every Thing 
that happened ; and that this \vas the Reafon of the 
Ufage they afterwards met with from the French. 

When Monfr. De la Barre fent to CoJl. Dung an, he 
was in Hopes, from the ftritl: Alliance that was 
then between the Crowns of England and France, 
and from CoiL Dungan's being a Papift, that he would 
at leaft fit fl:ill till he had reduced the Fi-ue Nations. 
But none of thefe Reafons permitted that Gentleman 
to be eafy, while the French attempted fuch Things, 
as in their Confequences would be of the highefl: 
Degree prejudicial to the Englifh Intereft, and might 
put all the Englifh Colonies in America in Danger. 
Wherefore he difpatched the publick Interpreter, 
with Orders to do every 1'hing in his Power to pre
vent the Five Nations going to treat with Monfr. 
De la Barre. 

The Interpreter fucceeded in his Defign with the 
Mohawks, and with the Se:1akas, who promifed 
that they would not go near the French Governor: 
But he had not the like Succefs with the Om;ondatas, 
Oneydoes, and Cayugas, who had received the F~mc.b 

2 · Pr1efl:s, 
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CH A P. Priefl:s, for they would not hear the Interpreter, but 

IV. in Prefence of the French Priefts, and Monfr. 

~la Main, and three other Frenchmen that Monfr. 

De la Barre had fent to perfuade them to meet 

hitn at J(aihohage ; they gave the following 

Anfwer to the Interpreter. 
" Arie, you are Corlear' s Mejfenger, * Obqueje 

'' (Monfr. la Maine) is the Governor of Canadds; 

" and there t fits our Father; Tonnondio acquainted 

" us fome Time ago, that he would fpeak with us, 

"before he would undertake any Thing againft the 

" Senakas. Now he hath fent for all the Nations 

" to fpeak with him in Friendlhip, and that at a 

'' Place not far from Onnondaga, even at ,Kaihohage. 

" But our Brother Corlear tells us, that we muft 

" not meet the Governor of Canada without his 

'' Permiffion ; and that if Yonnondio have any Thing 

" to fay to us, he muft firft fend to Corlear for Leave 

"to fpeak with us. 1onnondio has fent long ago to 

" us to fpeak with him, and he has lately repeated 

" that Defire by Onnij[antie the Brother of our Fa· 
" ther 11 'I'wirhaerjira that fits there; he has not only 

" entreated us by our Father, but by two praying 

" Indians, one an Onnondaga, the other the Son of 

" an old Mohawk Sachem, Connondowe. They brought 

" five great Belts of W ampum, not a Fathom or 

" two only, as you bring. Now Ohquej)e has been 

" fent with three Frenchmen; Yomzondio not being 

H content with all thi~, has Jikewife fent Dmnehofi, 

"and two other MohawkJ, to perfuade us to meet 

" him, and to fpeak with him of good Things. 

" Should we not go to him after alf this Intreaty, 

" when he is come fo far, . and fo near to us ? Cer

" tainly if we do not, we fhall provoke his Wrath, 

" and not deferve his Goodnefs. You :C1y we are 

• That is, the Partridge. f Pointing to the Je./itite. 11 rr:he 

lndia11J commonly gave a new Name to any Pcrfon they n:cen·e 

or adapt into their Nation. This is the Jefitiies Indian Narn~, 

the Interpretation whereof I know not. 
. Subjects 
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'' SubjeCts to the King of England and D:eke of C H A p. 

''York, but we fay we are Brethren. We muit V. 

" take Care of ourfe]ves. Thofe Arms fixed upon~ 

" the Pofts, without the Gate, cannot defend us 

"againft the Arms of la Barre. Brother Corlear, 
'' we tell you, that we fhall bind a Covenant Chain 

" to our Arm, and to his, as thick as that Poft~ 

" (poihting to a Poft of the Houfe) be not dilfatif-

" fied; fhould we not embrace this Happinefs of-

" fered us, viz. Peace, in the Place of War; yea, 

" we fhall take the Evil Doers, the Senekas, by the 

'' Hand, and la Barre like wife, and their Ax and his 

'' Sword fuall be thrown into a deep Water. We 
" wifh our Brother Corlear were prefent, but it feems-

" the Time will not permit of it. " 
Accordingly Garangula, one of the chief Sac hems of 

the Onondaga's, with thirty Warviors, went with Mr. 

Le Maine, to meet the Governor of Canada at 

Kaihohage. After he had been two Days in the 

French Camp, Monfr. la Barre fpoke to him as fol

lows, (the rrench Officers making a Semi-circle on 

one Side, while Garangula, with his Warriors, corn .. 

pleated the Circle on the other. 

* Mo1ljr. De la Barre' s Speech to Garangula. 

" The King, my Mafter, being informed that: th~ 
" Five }lations ha v~ often infringed the Peace, has 
'' ordered me to come hither with a Guard, and to 

" fend Ohgueffe to the Onondaga_s, to bring the chief 

" Sachem to my Camp. The Intention of the great 

'' King is, that you and I may fmoke the Calumet t 
F "of 

* Voyages du Baron de la Hontan, Tome 1. Letter 7· 

t The Calumet is a large fmcaking Pipe made of Marble, mort 

commonly of a dark red, well poldhed, Ihaped fomewhat in 

the Form of a Hatchet, and adorned with large Feathers of feve ... 

ral Colours. It is ufed in all thelndian Treatiei with Strangers, tln4 

as a .Flag of Truce between contending Parties. which all the ln
diam think a very high Crime to violate. Thefe Calumetsare ge.ne

rally of nice Workman!hip, and were in Ufe before the lndram 
knew 



66 '!'he · HISTORY of tht 
CH A p." of Peace together, but on this Condition, that you 

IV. " promife me, in the Name of the Senekas, Cayugas, 
~ " Onondagas, and Mohawks, to give intire Satif

~' faCl:ion and Reparation to his SubjeCts ; and for 
"the future never to moleft them. 

" The Senekas, Cayugas, Onondagas, One;'does, 
" and Mohawks have robbed and abufed all the 
" Traders that were paffing to the Illinois and 
"Umamies, and other Indian Nations, the Children 
" of my King. They have aCl:ed, on thefe Occafi
" ons, contrary to the Treaty of Peace with my Pre
" deceffor. I am ordered therefore to demand Sa
" tisfaCl:ion, and to tell them, that in cafe of Re
'' fufal, or their plundering us any more, that I 
" have exprefs Orders to declare War. This Belt 
" confirms my Words. The Warriors of the Five 
" Nations have conduCted the Englijh into the Lakes, 
" which belong to the King, my M after, and brought 
"the Englijh among the Nations that are his Chi!
" dren, to defi:roy the Trade of his SubjeCl:s, and 
"to withdraw thefe Nations from him. They have 
'c- carried the Englifh thither, notwithfl:anding the 
"Prohibition of the late Governor of New-York, 
" who forefaw the Rifque that both they and you 
" would run. I am willing to forget thefe Things, 
" but if ever the like fhall happen for the future, I 
" have exprefs Orders to declare War againfl: you. 
" This Belt confirms my Words. Your Warriors have 
" made feveral barbarous Incurfions on the Illinois 
«and Umamies ; they have maffacred Men, \Vo
" men, and Children, and have made many of thefe 
" Nations Prifoners, who thought themfelves fafe 
" in their Villages in Time of Peace. Thefe People, 
"who are my King's Children, mufl: not be your 
" Slaves ; you muft give th~m their Liberty, and 

knew any Thing of the Chriftians ; for which Reafon we are at 
a Lofs to conceive by what Means they pierced thefe Pipes, 
and fhaped them fo finely, before they had the Ufe of Iron. 

3 " fend 
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'' fend them back into their own Country. If the CH A p. 

" Five Nations fuall refufe to do this, I have exprefs IV. 
" Orders to declare War againft them. This Belt '--"v--1 
" confirms my Words. 

" This is what I have to fay to Garangula, that he 
" may carry to the Senek~s, Onondagas, Oneydoes, 
" Cayugas, and Moha:wks the Declaration which 
" the King, my Mafter, has commanded me to 
" make. He doth not wifu them to force him 
': to fend a great Army to Cadarackui Fort, to be
" gin a War which mufl: be fatal to them. He 
" would be forry that this Fort, that was the 
'~ Work of Peace, fuould become the Prifon of your 
"Warriors. We mufl: endeavour, on both Sides, 
"to prevent fuch M isfortunes. The French, who 
" are the Brethren and Friends of the Five Nations, 
'' will never trouble their Repofe, provided that the 
" Satisfaction w hi eh I demand be given, and that 
" the Treaties of Peace be hereafter obferved. I 
" iliall be extreamly grieved if my Words do not 
'' produce the EffeCt which I expetl: from them; 
(( for then I £hall be obliged to join with the Go
" vernor of Ne'w-York, who is commanded by his 
" Mafter to affift me, and burn the Caftles of the 
" Five Nations, and deftroy you. This Belt con-
·" fiims my Words. 

Garangala was very much furprifed to find the foft 
Words of the Jefuit, and of the Governor's Meffen
gers, turned to fuch threatening Language. This 
, ,;,:q defigned to {hike Terror into the Indians ; but 
GaranKula having good Information from thofe of the 
Jt'i'l.•e lvations living near Cadarackui Fort, of all the 
Sickne[<; and other Misfortunes which affiided the 
Ji'-re1lcb Army, it was far from producing the de· 
11gncd EffeCl:. All the Time that Monjieur de !a 
B,nTe fpoke, Garangu!a kept his Eyes fixed on the 

.~.1d of h!s Pipe ; as {oon as the. Governor had 
done [peak ing, he rofe up, and havtng walked fiv.e 
. r fix 'Times round the Circle, he returned to hts 

F 2 Place, 



" J'o;znondio, 
" I honour you, and the Warriors that are with 

" me al1 likewife honour you. Your Interpreter 
'' has :finifhed your Speech ; I now begin mine. My 
" Words make hafte to reach your Ears, hearken to 
" them. 

" Yonnondio, you muft have believed, when you 
" left I?<!febeck, that the Sun had burnt up all the 
" Forefts which render our Country inacceffible to 
" the French, or that the Lakes had fo far over
" flown their Banks, that they had furrounded our 
" Cafl:les, and that it was impoffible for us to get 
" out of them. Yes, Tonnondio, furely you mutt 
'' have dreamt fo, and the Curiofity of feeing fo 
" great a Wonder has brought you fo far. Now you 
'' are undeceived, fince that I and the Warriors here 
" prefent are come to a£rure you, that the Senekas, 
" Cayugas, Onondagas, Oneydoes, and Mohawks 
c' are yet alive. I thank you, in their Name, for 
" bringing back into their Country the Calumet, 
" which your Predeceffor received from their Hands. 
" It was happy for you, that you left Under
'' ground that murdering Hatchet, that has been 
" fo often dyed in the Blood of the French. I-Jear, 
" Tonnondio, I do not fleep, I have my Eyes open, 
" and the Sun, which enlightens tne, difcovers to 
" me a great Captain at the Head of a Company of 
" Soldiers, who fpeaks as if he were dreaming. 
" He fays, that he only came to the Lake to fmoke 
" on the .great Calumet with the Onondagas. But 
~' Garangula fays, that he fees the contrary, that 
" it was to knock them on the Head, if Sicknefs 
'' had not weakened the Arms of the FreJuh. 

3 " I fee 
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" I fee Tonnondio raving in a Camp of fick Men, CHAP. 

" whofe Lives the great Spirit has faved, by in- V. 
'' flicting this Sicknefs on them. Hear, Yonnondio, "-'\""-' 
" our Women had taken their Clubs, our Children 
u and old Men had carried their Bows and Arrows 
" into the Heart of your Camp, if our Warriors 
" had not difarmed them, and kept them back, 
" when your Meffenger, Obguef!e, came to our 
" Caftles. It is done, and I have faid it. Hear, 
" Yonnondio, we plundered none of the French, but 
" thofe that carried Guns, Powder, and Ball to the 
'' IwiktieJ and Chittaghicks, becaufe thofe Arms 
" might have coft us our Lives. Herein we follow 
" the Example of the Jefuits, who ftave all the 
" Caggs of Rum brought to our Caftles, left the 
" drunken Indians lhould knock them on the Head. 
" Our Warriors have not Bevers enough to pay for 
" all thefe Arms, that they have taken, and our 
" old Men are not afraid of the War. This Belt 
" preferves my Words. 

" We carried the Englijh into our Lakes, to trade 
" there with the Utawawas and f?<yatoghies, as the 
" .Adirondacks brought the French to our Caftles, to 
" carry on a Trade which the Englifh fay is theirs. 
" We are born free, we neither depend on YOJmon- • 
" dio nor Corlear. 

" We may go where we pleafe, and carry with 
" us whom we pleafe, and buy and f~IJ what we . 
" pleafe: If your Allies he your Slavec:, ufe them 
'"' as fuch, command them to receive no other hut 
" your People. This Belt preferves my Words. 

" We knock'd the Twihtwies and Chiftaghic~~s on 
" the Head, becaufe they had cut down the Trees 
" of Peace, which were the Limits of our Country. 
" They have hunted Bevers on our Lands: They 
" have acted contrary to the Cuftoms of all lndi
" ans; for they left none of the Bevers a.hve, they 
" killed both Male and Female. 1'hey brought 

F ~ " the 



'Ihe HisToRY of the 
C H A P. " the Satanas * into their Country, to take Part 

IV. " with them, after they had concerted ill Defigns 
~ " acrainft us. We have done lefs than either the 

b 

" Englifh or French, that have ufurped the Lands 
" of fo many Indian Nations, and chafed them from 
" their own Country. This Belt preferves my 
" Words. Hear, Yonnondio, what I fay is the Voice 
" of all the Five Nations ; hear what they anfwer, 
" open your E ars to what they fpeak : The Sene
" kas, Cayugas, Onondagas, C>-,zeydoes, and Mo
" hawks fay, that when they buried the Hatchet at 
" Cadarackui (in the Prefence of your Predeceffor) 
" in the Middle of the Fort, they planted the Tree 
" of Peace in the fame Place, to be there carefully 
" preferved, that, in Place of a Retreat for Sol
" diers, that Fort might be a Rendezvous for Mer
" chants ; that, in Place of Arms and Ammu
" nition of War, Bevers and Merchandife ihould. 
~' only enter there. 

" Hear, Tonnondio, take Care for the future, 
" that fo great a Number of Soldiers, as appear 
" there, do not cboak the Tree of Peace planted 
" in fo fmali a Fort. It will be a great Lofs, if af
'' ter it had fo eafily taken Root, you fhould flop 
~' its Growth, and prevent its covering your Coun
" try and ours with its Branches. I affure you, in 
" the Name of the Five Nations, that our Warriors 
" fhall dance to the Calumet of Peace under its 
" Leaves, and fuall remain quiet on their Matts, 
" and fhall never dig up the Hatchet, till their Bre 
" thren, Yonnondio or Corlear, fhall either jointly 
" or feparately endeavour to attack the Country, 
" which the great Spirit has given to our An· 
" ceftors. This Belt preferves my Words, and this 
" other, the Authority which the Five Mztion. has 
" given me." 

· Called Sa'V:attclJS by the Frmr.~. 
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Then Garangu!a addreffing himfelf to Monfieur 

le Maine, faid: 
" Take Co~age, Ohgueffe, you have Spirit, 

" fpeak, explam my Words, forget nothing, tell 
" all that your Brethren and Friends fay to Ton
" nondiD, your Governor, by the Mouth of Ga
~' rangula, who loves you, and defires you to ac
" cept of this Prefent ofBevet, and take Part with 
" me in my Feaft, to which I invite you. This 
" Prefent of Bever is fent to Tonnondio on the Part 
" of the Five Nations." 

When Garangula's Harangue was explained to 
Monfieur de la Barre, he returned to his Tent, 
much inraged at what he had heard. 

Garangu!a feafted the French Officers, and then 
went Home, and Monfieur de la Barre fet out in 
his Way towards Monreal; and as foon as the General 
was imbarked, with the few Soldiers that remained 
in Health, the Militia made the beft of their Way 
to their own Habitations, without any Order or 

· Difcipline. 
Thus a very chargeable and fatiguing Expedition 

(which was to ftrike the Terror of the French Name 
into the ftubborn Hearts of the Five Nations) ended 
in a Scold between the French General and~ an old 
Indian. 

CHAP. V. 

lf'he Engli{h attempt to trade in the Lakes, and 
the French attack the Senekas. 

71 

T
HE .J\farqui.s de Nonville having now fucceeded CH VA P . 

. Monfieur de la Barre, in ~heY ear 16 8 5, and ~a- -~ 
vmg brought a confiderable Remforcement of Sold1ers 
with him, refolved to recover the Honour the 

F 4 J/n· !(/; 



The HisToRY of the 
CH A P. French had loft in the ]aft Expedition, and revenge 

V. the Slaughter the Five Nations continued to make 
~of the ~wihtwies and Chiftaghicks, who had put 

themfelves under the French ProteCl:ion ; for the 
Five Nations having intire1y fubdued the Chifta~ 
ghicks *,after a fix Years War, they refolved next to 
fall upon the er wihtwies, and to call them to an Ac
count for the Difturbance they had given fome of 
their People in their Bever Hunting. The Five 
Nations have few or no Bever in their own Country, 
and for that Reafon are obliged to hunt at a great 
Difl:ance, which often occafions Difputes with their 
Neighbours about the Property of the Bever. The 
Bever is the moft valuable Branch of the Indian 
Trade, and as the T-wihtwies carried their Bevers to 
the French, the Englifh encouraged the Five NationJ 
in thefe Expeditions, and particularly, in the Begin
ing of the Year 1687, made the Five Nations a 
Prefent of a Barrel of Powder, when their whole 
Force was preparing to go againft the Twihtwies. 
The Englt fh were the better pleafed with this \Var, 
becaufe they thought that it would divert the Five 
Nations from the Pirginia Indians : B~t the French 
were refolved to fupport their Friends more effeCl:u
a1ly by a powerful Diverfion, and to change the 
Seat of the War. 

For this Purpofe Mr. de Nonvil!e fent, in May 
:r687, great ~antities of Provifion to Cadarackui 
F ort, and gathered the whole Force of Canada to 
.. :n.1ontreal. His Armv confifl:ed of fifteen hundred 
~French of the regular'·Troops and Militia, and five 
h undred Indians that lived near }dontreal and fiLue
ber:.~. l-Ie fent likewife Orders to the Comn1ai'ldant 
at ]t11fil:·makinak to afTemble all the Nations liv~ng 
round hur., and to march them to OniagarP, in or
der to. join the Forces of Ca11ada defigned againft 
,the u~llfka.r, and the other Officers pofted a-

"il< C:t11ed l!:inm by the Frtr. !:. 
Inong 
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mong the Indians Weftward had the like Or-Cu A P. 

ders. v. 
The '1wihtwies received the Hatchet with Joy '- .., ..J 

from the Hands of the French Officer. The Outa-
gamies, Kikabous, and Mafkuticks, who were not u-
fed to Canoes, were at firft perfuaded to join the 
CJwihiwie.r, who were to march by Land to :I'euchfo-
grondie, where there was a French Fort, at which 
they were to be fupplied with Antmunition. But 
after the French Officer left them, the Utagamies 
and Majkuticks were diffuaded by fome of the 2\tfa
hilcander Indians, who happened to be with a neigh-
bouring Nation at that Time. 

The Putewatemies, Malhominie.r, and Puan.r of
fered themfelves willingly, and went to the Rendez. 
vous at Mif!i!imakinak ; where they were received 
by the Utawawas with al1 the Marks of Honour u
fually paid to Soldiers. Though the Utawawas had 
no Inclination to the prefent Enterprize; they could 
not tell however how to appear againll: it, otherwife 
than by inventing what Delays they could, to pre
vent their March. 

In the mean while a Canoe arrived., which was 
fent by Mr. de Nonville, with his Orders to the 
Officers. This Canoe, in her Paffage, difcovered 
fome Englijh, cotnmanded by Major Mac Gergory, 
in their Way to 'feiodonderaghie. The Englifh 
thought (after they had an Account of the new Al
liance their King had entered into with the French) 
that the French would not difturb them in profecu
ting a Trade with the Indians every where, and that 
the Trade would be equally free and open to both 
Nations. With thefe Hopes a confiderable Number 
of Adventurers went out, under the ConduCt of 
Major Mac Gergor)', to trade with the Indicms that 
lived on the Banks of the Lakes; and that·they 
might be the more welcon1e, perfuadtd the Fi·ve 
Natio11s to fet all the Dio7zo;~dadie Prifoners at Liber
ty) who went along with the Englijh, and conduCted 

them 
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Ca A P. thetn towards Mijjilimakinak, or CJ'eiodunderaghie; but 

V. the Englifh found themfelves miftaken, for the 

~.....J French Commandant at 'Ieiodonderaghie, as foon as 
he had Notice of this, fent three-hundred French to 

intercept the Englifh. 
* The Utawawas and DifJnondadies having likewife 

a.n Account of the Engli/h, defigned to fuppott their 
own Independency, and to incourage the Englijh 
Trade. The return of the Dionondadie Prifoners 
made that Nation very hearty in favouring the 
Englijh, they therefore marched immediate! y off, 
with Defign to join Major Mac Gergory ; but the 
Utau·awa.; were divided in their Inclinations, their 
Chief, with about thirty more, joined the French, 
the reft remained in fufpence, and fl:ood neuter. 

The Utawawas thus wavering, difconcerted the 
Meafures of the Dionondadies, for they began to fuf
peCl: the Utawawas, and therefore immediately re
turned to fecure their Wives and Children that 
they had left near the French Fort with the Uta
wawas. The Englifh and their Effetls were feized 
without any Oppofition, and were carried to the 
French Fort at reiodonderaghie. 

T)le Englifh brought great ~antities of Rum 

with them, (which the Indians love more than their 
Lives) and the French being afraid, that if the lndi
tms took to Drinking, they would grow ungovern~ 

able, did what they could to keep them from it. 
They were mofi: concerned that the Pute-watemies 
'who had no Know ledge of the Englijh, or of that be
witching Liqu~r, and were firmly attached to the 
·French) lhould not tafte it. 

The Utawawas ftill contrived Delavs to the March, 
and having got fame of the Putew~temies privately 
by themfelves, they offered them a Cag of Rum, 
. nd faid : ~' Vv e are all Brethren, we ought to make 

· Hi!lory de le Amerique Septentrionale, par Mr. de la Po
ter"c Tome ii. Cap. 16. 

'' one 
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" one Body, and to have one Soul. The French CHAP. 

" invite us to war againfl: the Five Nations, with V. 
'' Defign to make us Slaves, and that we fhould '-=-v 
" make ourfelves the Tools to effeet it. As foon 
" as they fhall have defl:royed the Five Nations, 
" they will no longer obferve any Meafures with us, 
" but ufe us like thofe Beafts they tie to their Ploughs. 
'' Let us leave them to themfel ves, and they will 

--,, never he able to accomplifh any Thing againfl: the 
" Fi'Ve Nations." 

But the Putewatemies had entertained fuch Notions 
of the French, as made them deaf to the Politicks of 
the Utawawas. 

The French however grew jealous of thefe Cabal· 
lings, and therefore refol ved to delay their March 
no longer, and would not ftay one Day more for 
the Utawawas, who defired only fo much Time to 
pitch their Canoes, and went away without them. 

Mr. 'l'onti, Commandant among the Cbitla .. 
ghicks, met with another Par.ty of the Englifh of a
bout thirty Men, in Lake Erie, as he marched with 
the Cbicktaghicks and <Twihtwies, and other neigh· 
bouring Nations, to the general Rendezvous. He 
fell upon the Englijh, plundered them, and took 
them Prifoners. The French divided all the Mer
chandize among the Indimzs, but kept the Rum to 
themfelves, and got all drunk. The Deonondadte 
Prifoners, that conducted the Englifh, joined with 
the Mihikander Indians that were among Mr. 'Ion
ti's Indians (who had privately diffuaded about 
twenty of the neighbouring Nations from goin;s with 
'l'onti) and endeavoured to perfuacie all the Iudian.; 
to fall upon the Fre11cb, while they were drunk, and 
defi:roy them ; faying, the French are a proud, itn
perious, covetous People, that fell their Goods a: 
an extravagant Price ; the Englifh are a good na
tured honeft People, and will furnifh you with e .. 

~~ very Thing at reafonabie Rates. But thef~ Argu-
ments were to no Pur11ofe, for thefe f'\r Indt'dus had 

ente!--
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CH A p. entertained an extraordinary Opinion of the French 

V. Power, and knew nothing of the Englijh. 
The French and Putewatemies being gone from 

Teiodonderaghie, the Utawawas began to be afraid of 
the French Refentment, and therefore, the better 
to keep up the Colour they had put on their Delays, 
marched over Land, with all poffible Expedition, to 
the general Rendezvous near Oniagara, where all 
the French Force, both Chriftians and Indim1s, was 
to meet. 

The Fi've Nations being informed of the French 
Preparations, laid afide their Defign againft the ~wih
twies, and prepared to give the French a warm Re
ception. Upon this the Prieft at Onondaga left 
them, but the Prieft at Oneydo had the Courage to 
flay. The Senekas came to .Albany to provide 
Ammunition, and the Commiffioners made them a 
Prefent of a confiderable ~antity of Powder and 
Lead, befides what they purchafed. They were 
under :! great deal of Concern when they took Leave 
of the Comn1iffioners, and faid, " Since we are to 
" expeCl: no other Affiftance from our Brethren, 
" we muft recommend our Wives and Children to 
" you, who will fly to you, if any Misfortune 1hall 
'' happen to us. It may be we fhall never fee you 
'~ again ; for we are refolved to behave fo, as our 
"' Brethren iliall have no Reafon to be afhamed of 
" us." 

We mufl: now return to lvionfieur de Nonville's 
A1my. 

~onfieur Campagnie marched eight or ten Days 
berore the reft of the Army, with between two and 
three hundred Cannadians. As foon as they arrived 
tit Cadarackui, they furprifed two Villages of the 
f!ive Nations, that were fettled about eight Leagues 
.trom that Place, to prevent their giving any Intelli
gence to their own Nation of the French Preparati
ons, or of the State of their Army, as it was fiip
pofed they did in the laft Expedition under Mon-

fieur 
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77 fieur de la Barre. Thefe People were furprifed when CHAp: they leaft expeCl:ed it, and by them from whom V. they feared no Harm, becaufe they had fettled there ......,ov-..., at the Invitation, and on the Faith of the French. 

They were carried in co]d Blood to the Fort, and 
tied to Stakes, to be tormented by the Ft-ench Indi-ans, (Chriftians, as they call them) while they con-
tinued finging in their country Manner, and up
braiding the French with their Perfidy and Ingrati-
tude. 

While Monfieur de Nonville was at Cadtzrackui Fort, 
he had an Account, that the Chicktagbicks and er wihtwies waited for the §<gatoghies and Utawawas 
al * Lake St. Clair, with whom they defigned to 
march to the general Rendezvous, at the Mouth of 
the Senekas River. For this Expedition was chiefly 
defigned againft the Senekas, who had abfolutely 
refufed to meet Monfieur de la Barre, and were moft 
'firmly attached to the Englifh. The Senekas, for 
this Reafon, were defigned to be made Examples of 
the French Refentment to all the other Nations of Indians. 

The Meffenger having affured the General, that 
it was Time to depart, in order to meet with the 
wefl:ern Indians, that came to his .Affifrance, he fet 
out the twenty-third of ]une, and fent one Part of 
his Army in Canoes, along the North Shore of. the 
Lake, while he, with the other Part, paffed along 
the South, that no Accidents of Wind might pre
vent the one or the other reaching, within the Time 
appointed, at the Place the Indians were to meet 
him. It happened, by reafon of the good Weather, 
that both arrived on the fame Day, and joined the 
weftern Indians at Cf'rondequat, As foon as the Men 
were put on Shore, they haw]ed up the . Canoes, 
and begt1n a Fort, where four hundred Men were 
left to guard t

11e Canoes, and the Baggage. Here a 

In the S~ra:gn :s b~tween Lake Erie and ~ato,Ihit Lake. 
young 



78 The HisToRY of th~ 

C H A P . young Cannadian was fuot to Death, as. a De1erten 

V. for concluding the Englifh into the Lakes, though 

~ the two Nations were not only at Peace, but their 

Kings in ftri&er Friendfhip than ufual. But this 

Piece of Severity is not to be wondered at, when 

this War was undertaken, chiefly to put a Stop to 

the Englifh Trade, which now began to extend ft: .. 

felf far into the Continent, and would in its Confe

quence ruin theirs. The next Day the Army began 

to march towards the chief Village of the Senekas, 

which was only feven Leagues difl:ant, every Man 

carrying ten Bifkets for his Provifion. The Indian 

Traders made the Van with Part of the Indians, the 

other Part marched in the Rear, while the regular 

Troops and Militia compofed the main Body. 1"'he 

Army marched four Leagues the firft Day without 

difcovering any Thing; the next Day the Scouts ad

vanced before the Army, as far as the Corn of the 

Villages, without feeing any Body, though they 

paffed within Piftol-ihot of :five-hundred Senekas, 

that Jay on their Bellies, and let them pafs and repafs 

without difl:urbing them. 

On the Report which they made, the French hafl:~ 

ened their March, in hopes to overtake the Women, 

Children, and old Men ; for they no longer doubt· 

ed of all being fled . But as foon as the Fre-;zch reach

ed the Foot of a I- ill, about a ~arter of a Leagu 

from the Village, the Senekas fuddenly raifed the 

W ar!hout, with a Difcharge of their Fire~arm$. 

This put the regular Troops, as \ve l a the I\1ilitia, 

into fuch a Fright, as they 1narched through the 

Woods, that the Battalions i1nmediately divided, 

and run to the Right and Left, and, in he Confu

fion, fired upon one another. When the ~en .Ktls 

perceived their Difordcr., t'hey fell in amono- thet 1 

pell-n1ell, till the French !tdian.r, more ufed ~o fur~l 

Way of fighting, gatncred together and repu!fed 

the Sen~kcs. 1 'here were (according to the F'n·;:ch 

Accounts) a hundred F:rC1ul:m;en, ten Frt'l!cb J,;dic:;.r, 
awl 
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ip this Ren .. CHAP .. counter. V. 

Moofieur de J.lonville was fo difP-irited with the ~ 
Fright that his Men had been pgt into, that his ln-
dia11s could not perfuade him ~.o purfue. He halted 
the remq.inder of that D~y. The next; Day he 
marched on with Defign to bur the Village, but 
when he came there, he found tnat the Senekas had 
faved him the Trouble ; for they had laid all in 
Afhes before they retired. 1~wo old Men only were 
found in the Caftle, who were cut into Pieces and 
boiled to make Soup for t~e French Allies. The 
FreNch fiaid five or fix Days to defl:roy their Corn 
and then marched to two other illages, . at tw or 
three Leagues difiance. After they had performed 
the like Exploits in thofe Places, they returned to the 

2. Banks of the Lake. 
Before the French left the Lakes, they built a. 

Fort of four Baftions at om·agara, on the South-fide 
of the Straight~, between Lake Erie and C.1dar.ackui 
Lake, and left a hundred Men, with eight Months 
Provifions in it. But this Garifon was fo clofely 
blocked up by the Five Nations, that they all died 
Qf Hunger, except feven or eight, who were acci
dentally relieved by a Party of French Indians. 

The weft ern Indians, when they parted from the 
French General, made their Harangues, as ufual, in 
which they told him, with what Pleafure they faw 
a Fort fo well placed to f.1vour their Defigns againft 
the Five Nations, and that they relied on his never 
finifuing the \V ar, but with the DeftruCl:ion of the 
Five Nations, or forcing them to abandon their 
Country. He afTured them, that he would act: with 
fuch Vigour, that they would foon fee the Five Na
tions driven into the Sea. 

He fent a Detachment of Soldiers to 'I'eiodonde· 
raghie, and in his Return to Canada, which was by 
the North Side of the Lake, he left a fufficient 

Number 



8o ne HISTORY of the 

Number of Men, and a ~antity of Provifions, at 

Cadarackui Fort. 
The French having got nothing but dry Blows 

by this Expedition, fent thirteen of the Indians, that 

they furprifed at Cadarackui, to France, as Trophies 

of their Victory, where they were put into the Gal

leys, as Rebels to their King. 

CHAP. VI. 

Colonel bongan' s Adv£ce to the Indians. Adario' s 

Enterprize, and Montreal Jacked by the 
Five Nations. 

CH A P.COlonel Dongan, who had the Indian Affairs very 

VI. much at Heart, met the Five Nations at Alba-

,, '"" -' ny as foon as poffible after the French Expedition, 

and fpoke to them on the fifth of Augzifl, in the fol

lowing Words, viz. 

" Brethren, 
" I am very glad to fee you here in this I-Ioufe, 

'' and am heartily glad that you have fuftained no 

'' greater Lofs by the Fre11ch, though I believe it 

'' was their Intention to deftroy you all, if they 

'' could have furprifed you in your Caftles. 

" As foon as I heard their Defign to war with 

" you, I gave you Notice, and came up hither my· 
" felf, that I might be ready to give all the Affift

" ance and Advice that fo fhort a Time would al
,, low me. 

~' I am now about fending a Gentleman to E11g

" land, to the King, my Mafl:er, to let him know, 

" that the Frentb have invaded his Territories on 

" this Side of the great Lake, and warred upon the 

" Brethren his Subjects. I therefore would wil

" lingly know, whether the Brethren have given 
" the 
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" the Governor of Canada any Provocation or not ; CH A p: 
'' and if they have, how, and in what Manner; VI. 

~~ " becaufe I am obliged to give a true Account of~ 
~ " this Matter. 1'his Bufinefs may caufe a War be ... 
~ri '' tween the King of En,gla;zd and the Frmch King,. 
G. " both in Europe and here, and therefore I muil: 

'' know the Truth. 
'· I know the Governor of Canada dare not enter 

r- " into the King of Engl(Jnd's Territories, in a hoftile 
'' l\tlanner, wit! out Provocation, if he thought the 
" Brethren were the King of England's Subjects ; 
" but you have, two or three Years ago, made a 
" Covenant-chain with the French, contrary to my 
" Comn1ar1d, (which I kllew could not hold long) 
" being void of itfelf among the Chriftians ; for as 
" ' much as SubjeCls (as you are) ought not to treat 
'· with any fore~gn Nation, it not lying in your 
" Power, you have brought this Trouble on your 
" felves, and, as I believe, this is the only Reafon 
" of their falling on you at this Time. 

" Brethren, I took it very ill, that after you had 
" put yourfelves into the Number of the great King 
" of England's SubjeCl:s, you fhould ever offer 
" to make Peace or War without my Confent. You 
" know that we can live without you, but you cannot 
" live without us. You never found that I told you 
" a Lye, and I offered you the Affill:ance you wanted, 
'' provided that you would be ad vifed by me; f<?r I 
" know the French better than any of you do. 

" Now fince there is a War begun upon you by 
" the Governor of Cmzada, I hope without any 
" Provocation by you given, I defire and command 
" you, that you hearken to no Treaty hut by my 
" Advice ; which if you follow, you ihall have the 
" Benefit of the great Chain of Friendlhip between 
" the great King of England and the King of France, 
" which came out of England the other Day, and 
" which I have fent to Canada by Anthony le Jun,-:rd. 
" In the mean Time, I will give you fuch Advice 
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2 '.the His TOR of tbe 
CHAP." as will be for your good; and will fupply you 

VI. " with fuch ecefi:uies, as you will have Need 
~''of. 

" Firfl, !v'iy ..'\dvice is, as to what Prifoners of 
" the French you fhall take, that you draw not 
'' their Blood, but bring them I--Iome, and keep 
" then1 to exchange for your People, which they 
'' have Prifoners already, or rnay take hereafter. 

" zdly, That if it be poffible, that you can order 
" it fo, I would have you take one or two of your 
" wifeft Sachems, and one or two of your chief.. Cap
" :ains, of each Nation, to be a Council to ' manage 
'' all Affairs of the War. They to give Orders to 
.:, the refl: of the Officers what they are to do, that 
" your Defigns may be kept private ; for after it 
" comes among fo many People, it is blazed abroad, 
'' and your Defigns are often frufl:rated ; and thofe 
" chief Men fhould keep a Correfpondence with me 
" by a truft:y Meffenger. 

" 3dly, The great Matter under Confidera
'' tion with the Brethren is, how to fl:rengthen 
" themfelves, and weaken their Enemy. My Opi
" nion is, that the Brethren fhould fend Meifengers 
" to the Utawawas, :twihtv;ieJ, and the farther In
" dians, and to ' fend back likcwife fon1e of the Pri
" foners of thefe Nations, if you have any left, to 
'' bury the Hatchet, and to make a Covenant-chain, 
" that they may put away all the French that are 
'' among them, and that you \.'ill open a Path for 
'' them this Way, they being the Kincr of E11gland's 
'' SubjeCl:s likewife, tho' the I+mcl:J l~ave been ad
" mittc:d to trade with them ; for all that the French 
'' have in Canada, they had it of the great King of 
" England; that by that Means they n1ay come 
" hither freely, where they may have every Thing 
'' ch~.::aper than ar 1ong the ~French : That you and 
" they may join together againfi the French, and 
" make fo firm a League, that whoever is an Ene
" my to one, muft be to both. 

2 4thly, Ano· 
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'' 4thly, Another Thing of Concern is, that you CH A P. 

" ought to do what you can to open a Path for all · VI. 
" the North Indians and Mahikailders, that are a- '--.r-1 
" mong the Utawawas a d further Nations : I wi!l 
" endeavour to do the fame to bring the1n I-Iome ; 
'' for, they not dar;ng to return Home your \\'ay., 
<' the French keep them there on purpofe to join 
': with the other l'~ations again11: you, for your De-
,, frruction ; for you know, that one of them .is 
" worfe than fix of the others; therefore all Means 
" mufl: be u(ed to bring the1n Home, and ufe them 
" kindly as they pais through your Country. 

" sthlj·, l\lly Advice further is, that Mcffcnrers 
" ao, in behalf of all the z;z'Ve Nations, to the C'Jrif 
" tian lndia;zs at Ca11ada, to perfuadc them to come 
" Home to their native Country. This will be an
,, other great Means to weaken your Enemy ; but 
'' if they will not be ad vi fed, you know what to do 
" with them. 

" 6thly, I think it very nece.ffitry, for the Brethren's 
" Security and Affiftance, and to the endamaging the 
'' French, to build a Fort upon the Lake, where I 
" may keep Stores and Provifions, in Cafe of Ne
" ceffity ; and therefore I would have the Brethren 
" let me know what Place will be moft convenient 
" for it. 

" 7thly, I would not have the Brethren keep 
" their Corn in their Caftles, as I hear the Onon
'; dagas do, but bury it a great Way in the 
'' \Voods, where f~w People may know Phere it 
" is, for fear of fuch an Accident as has happened to 
" the Senekcs. 

" 8thly, I have givf'n my Advice in your General 
" Aifembly by l\1r. Dirk fVe.ffels, and Ak:u ~he .In
" terpreter, how you are to manage your l artH:~s, 
" and how necefi:,uy it is to get Prifoners, to ex
'' change for your own Men that are Prifoners with 
" the French ; and I am glad to hear that the Brc
'' thren are fo united, as Mr. Dirk TY1fe!s tells n1 
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'I'he HisToRY oj' the 
CHAp. " you are, and that there are no rotten Members 

VI. " nor l'rmch Spies among you. 
~ " 9th[v, The Brethren may remember my Ad-

" vice, which I fcnt you this Spring, not to go to 
'' Cadarackui ; if you had, they would have {erverl 
" you ~s they did your People that came from hur.t
" ing thither ; for I told you then, that I knew the 
" French better tha'l you Jid. 

" Iothb', 1,hcre was no Advice or Propofi.tion 
" that I made to the Brethren, all the Time that the 
" Priefl: lived ut Onondt1ga, but what he wrote to 
'' to Canad1, as I found by o~e of his Letters, which 
" he gave to cm Indian to carry to Canada, but which 
'' was brour,ht hither; therefore I defire the Brethren 
" not to receive hi :n or any Ffench Pricfl any more, 
" having fent for Englijh Priejh, with whom you 
" may be fuppEed to your Content. 

" 1 I thz,., I would have the Brethren look out 
" iharp, for Fear of being furprized. I believe all 
" the Strength ot the French will be at their Fron
" tier Pbces, viz. at Cadarackui and Oniagara, 
" where they tavc built a Fort now, and at 'I'roies Ri
" •vieres, M?ntr~al, and Chamb 7y. 

" I 2th[··, I .et me put you in ~Mind again, not to 
" ma!ce any Treaties without my Means, which will 
"be more advantageous for you, than your doing 
" it by yourfelves, for the·n you will be looked upon 
" as the King of l:..ng!ana's SubjecrQ, and let me know, 
" from Time to Time, everv Thing that is done. 

" Thns far 1 h2ve fj;okenJ to ydu relating to the 
"War. 

Then he chid them for their Bceach of Faith with 
Virginia. He told them, that he was informed, that 
Jafl: Spring they had killed a fine Gentleman, with 

y fome others ; ar1d that a Par ty of the One)'does was 
now there at the I-1ead of 'Tames River, with lnten· 
tion to defl:roy aJl the Indians thereabout. They 

v had taken fix Prifoners, whom he ordered them to 
bring to him, to be refl:ored ; and that for the fu 4 
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tu re they lhould defift from doing any Injury to the CH A p. 

People of Virginia, or their Indians, otherwife all VI. 
the Englifh would unite to deftroy them. But at the '--'v--1 
fame time he freed the Smek.as from any Blame, 
and commended them as a brave and honeft People, 
who never had done any Thing contrary to his Or-
ders, except in making that unlucky Peace with the 
French, three Years ago. 

Lajlly, He recommended to them, not to fuffer 
their People to be drunk during the War: A Sol
dier thereby (he faid) lofes his Reputation, becaufe 
of the Advantagt:>s it will give the Enemy over 
him. 

This honefl: Gentleman earnefily purfued the In
tereft of his Country; but it feems his Meafures were 
not agreeable to thofe his MaO:er had taken with 
the French King ; for he had Orders to procure a 
Peace for the French on their own I'erms, and was 
foon after this removed from his Government. In
deed fuch an aCtive, as well as prudent Governo. 
of New-York, could not be acceptable to the French, 
who had the univerfal Monarchy in View, in Ame
rica as well as in Europe. 

The great Difpute between Coll. Dungan and the 
French was in this, that Colt. Dungan would force 
the French to apply to him, in all Affairs relating to 
the Five Natio;ts, and the French would treat with 
them independently of the EnKlifh. For this Reafon 
Coli. Dungan refufed any Afliftance to the French., 
till they, by fuch Application, fhould acknowledge 
the Dependance of the Five Nations on the Crown 
of England. But King ]anus ordered him to give up 
this Point ; and that he fhould perfuade the Five 
Nations to fend to Canada, to receive Propo('!ls from 
the French Governor; and for this Purpofe, forced 
them to agree to a Celfation of Arms, till their De
puties fhould go and return from Canada; and that 
they fbould, in the mean Time, deliver up all the 
Prifoners they had taken from the French; and that 

G n n0 
:') 



86 'Ihe HisToRY of teh 
C.H A p.no Accident might prevent this,. and blaft fo fa

VI. vourable an Opportunity of makmg Peace to the 
'--v--1 beft Advantage, Monfr. De Nonville fent his Orders 

to all his Officers in the Indian Countries, to obferve 
a Ceffation of Arms, till the Amba£fador of the Five 
Nations fuould meet him at Montreal, as they had 
given him Reafon to expeCt they would in a little 
'I'ime, to conclude the Peace in the ufual Form. 

In the mean Time, Adario, the Chief of the 
Deonondadies, finding that his Nation was become 
fufpeCI:ed by the French, fince the Time they had 
fuewn fo much Inclination to the Englijh, when they 
attempted to trade at Mijfilimakinak, refolved, by 
fome notable ACtion againft the Five Nations, to re
cover the good Graces of the French. 

For this Purpofe, he marched from Miflilimakinak, 
at the Head of a Hundred Men ; and that he might 
aCt with the more Security, he took Cadarackui Fort 
in his Way for Intelligence : The Commandant in
fanned him, that Monfr. De Nonville was in Hopes 
of concluding a Peace with the Five Nations, and 
expeCl:ed their Amba£fadors in eight or ten Days at 
Montreal for that Purpofe, and therefore defired 
him to return to Miffilimakinak, without attempting 
any Thing that might obftrutl: fo good a Defign. 

The Indian being furprifed with this News, was 
under great Concern for his Nation, which he was 
afraid would be facrificed to the French Intereft, but 
diffembled his Concern before the French Officer. 
He went from Cadarackui, not to return home as the 
Commandant thought, but to wait for the Ambaf
fadors of the Five Nations, near one of the Falls of 
Cadarackui River, by which he knew they muft pafs. 
He did not lurk there above four or five Days, be
fo.re the Deputies came guarded by forty young Sol
diers, who were all furprifed, and killed or taken 
Prifoners. As foon as the Prifoners were all fecured, 
the cunning Dconr;;zdadi told them, " That he 
~' liaving been i!1formed, by the Governor of Cmzr;zda,_ 

'' that 
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" th~t fifty Warriors. of t!1eir Nation were to pafs CH A p. 
" thts Way about this Time, he had feeured this VI. 
" Pafs, not doubting of intercepting tlietn. '--"v--1 

T'he Ambaffadors being much furprifed at the 
French Perfidy, told ./idario the Defign of their Jour
ney, who, the better to play his Part, feemed to 
grow mad and furious, declaring againfl: Monfr. 
De Nonville, and faid he would, fome time or other, 
be revenged of him, for making a Tool of him, to 
commit fuch horrid Treachery. Then looking ftedfafl:
ly on the Prifoners (among wh:om Dekanejora was tHe 
principal Ambaffador) Adario faid to them, Go, my 
Brethren,! unty your Bonds, anti fend you home again, 
tho' our Nations be at War : THe French Governor 
lias made me commit fo black an Action, that I iliall 
never be eafy after it, till the Five Nations fhall h:ave 
taken full Revenge. 

This was fufficient to perfuade the Ambaffadots of 
the Truth of what he faid, who affi1red him, that 
he and his Nation might make their Peace when they 
pleafed. Adario loft only one Man on this Occafion, 
and would keep a Satana Pri{oner (adopted into the 
Five JVations) to fill up his Place. Then he gave 
Arms, Powder and Ball to the refl: of the Prifoners, 
to enable them to return. 

The Ambaif;:1dors were chiefly, if not all, Onon
dagas, and Onrydoes, who had been long under the 
Influence of the Ji're;rch Priefl:s, and {till retained an 
Affetl:ion to them ; but this Ad venture thoroughly 
changed their Thoughts, and irritated them fo 
heartily againft the French, that all the Five Nations 
profecuted the \fllar unanimoufly. 

Adario delivered the Slave (his Prifoner) to the 
French at Mijfilimakin.rzk, who to keep up the Enmi
ty between the Deonondadies and the Five Nations, 
ordered him to be fhot to Death. Adario called one 
of the Five JVctions, who had been long a Prifoner., 
to be an Eye Witnefs of his Countryman's Death, 
then bid hi make his Efcapc to his own Country, 
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88 'the HisToRY of the 
CHAp, to give an Account of the French Cruelty, from which 

VI. it was not in his Power to fave a Prifoner, he him
'--"v--' felf had taken. 

This heightned the Rage of the Five Nations fo, 
that Monfr. De Nonville's fending to difown Adario 
in this ACl:ion, had no Effect upon them ; their 
Breafts admitted of no Thoughts but that of Re
venge. l t was not long before the French felt the 
bloody Effects of this cruel Paillon, for I 200 Men 
of the Five Nations invaded the Hland of Montreal, 
when the French had no Sufpicion of any fuch At
. tempt, while Monfr. De Nonville and his Lady were 
in that Town. They landed on the South Side of 
the Hland, at La Chine, on the 26th of 'July x688, 
where they burnt and facked all the Plantations, 
and made a terrible Maffacre of Men, Women, and 
Children. The French were under Apprehenfton 
of the Town's being attack'd, for which Reafon, they 
durfr not fend out any conftderable Party to the Re
lief of the Country, only once, when the Indians had 
blocked up two Forts, Monfr. De Nonville fent out 
a hundred Soldiers, and fifty Indians, to try to bring 
off the Men in thofe Forts. The French of this 
Party were all either taken or cut to Pieces, except 
one Soldier, and the commanding Officer, who, af
ter he had his Thighs broke, was carried off by 
twelve Indians that made their Efcape. There were 
above a Thoufand of the FreJtcb killed at this Time, 
and twenty-fix were carried away Prifoners, the great
eft Part of which were burnt alive. The Five Na· 
tions only loft three Men on this Expedition, that 
got drunk and were left behind. This, however, 
did not fatiate their Thirft after Blood, for, in OEtober 
following, they defl:royed likewife all the lower Part 
of the Hland, and carried away many Prifoners. 

The Confequence of thefe Expeditions were very 
difmal to the J.rench, for they were forced to burn 
their two Barks, which they had on Cadarackui Lake, 
and to abandon their Fort there ; they defigned to 

2 have 
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have blown up their Work~, when they left thatCH A P· 
Place; and for that End left a lighted Match where VI. 
the Powder lay, but were in iuch a Fright, that V"'Y'V 
they dur{l: not fray to fee what EffeCt: it had. They 
went down Cadarackui River in feven Birch Canoes; 
and for greater Security, travelled in the Night. 
One of the Canoes, with all the l\1en in it, were loft, 
by their Precipitation, as they paffcd one of the Falls 
in that River. The Five Nations hearing the French 
had deferted Cadarackui Fort, fifty Indians went and 
took Poff'effion of it, who found the Match the 
French hacl left, which had gone out, and twt:nty 
eight Barrels of Powder in the fame Place, together 
with feveral other Stores. 

The News of the Succefs the Five Nations had 
over the French [oon fpread itfelf among all the Indi
ans, and put the French Affairs every where into the 
greateft Diforder. 

The Utawawas had always !hewn an Inclination 
to the Englijh, and they therefore immediately fent 
openly four Sachems, with thcee Prifoners of the 
Senekas, which they had, to affure them, ~hat they 
would for ever renounce all 1-i.,riendlhip with the 
French, and promifed to refl:ore the reft of the 
Prifoners. They alfo included feven Nations, that 
lived near Mijji!imakinak, in this Peace. 

This put the French Commandant there under the 
greateft Difficulty to maintain his Poft ; bot there 
was no Choice, he mnfi: fiand his Ground, for the 
Five Nations had cut off all I-Iopes of retiring. 

The Nr.pairinians and J(ikabous, of all their nume
rous Allies, only remained firm to the French; eve
ry one of the others endeavoured to gain the Friend
ihip of the Five Nations ; and would certainly have 
done it, by murdering all the French among them, 
had not the Sieur P erot, with wonderful Sagacity 
and eminent I hz:ud to his own Perfon, diverted 
them. 

Canada 
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C H A p. Canada was now in a m oft miferab1e Condition, 

VI. for while the greateft Number of their Men had 
~been employed in the Expedition againft the Five 

Nations, and in trading among the far Nations, and 
making new Difcoveries and Settlements, Tillage 
and Hufbandry had been neglected ; and they loft 
feveral Thoufands of their Inhabitants, by the conti .. 
nual Incurfions of fmall Parties, fo that none durft 
hazard themfelves out of fortified Places ; indeed, it 
is hard to conceive what Diftrefs the Frtnch were 
then under, for tho' they were every where almofl: 
ftarving, they could not plant nor fow, or go from 
one Village to another for Relief, but with imminent 
Danger of having their Scalps carried away by the 
fculking Indians; at 1aft the whole Country being 
laid wafte, Famine began to rage, and was like to 
have put a miferable End to that Colony. 

If the Indians had underftood the Method of at
tacking Forts, nothing could have preferved the 
French from an entire Defl:ruction at this Time ; for 
whoever confiders the State of the Indian .A.ffairsduring 
this Period, how the Five Nations were divided in 
their Sentiments and Meafures; that the Onondagas, 
Cayugas, and Oneydoes, under the Influence of the 
French Jefuites, were diverted from profecuting the 
War againft Canada, by the J efuites cunningly fpi· 
riting up thofe three Nations againft the Virginia 
Indians, and perfuading them to fend out their Par
ties that Way : That the Senekas had a War at the 
fame Time upon their Hands with three numerous 
InJian Nations, the Utawawas, Chicktagbicks, and 
Cfwiht<Z;;ies; and that the Meafures the Englijh ~b
fen,ed all King 'Janus's Reign, gave the Indians 
rather Grounds of Jealoufy than Ailiftance : I fay, 
whoever confiders all thefe Things, and what the 
Five 1Vations did actually perform, under all thefe Dif
advant:J ges againft the French, will hardly doubt, 
that the Five Nations by themfelves were at that 
Time an Overmatch for the French of Canada. 
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I THE 

HISTORY 
0 F THE 

FIVE Indian NATIONS 
DEPENDENT 

On the Province of NEW-YORK. 

P A R T II. 

G 5 





THE 

p R E F A CE 
To the SECOND PART. 

T. 'HE fanner Part of this Hijlory was written at New
York in the Tear 1727, on Occajion of a Dijpute which 
then happened, between the Government of New-York an'd 

fome Merchants. 'I'he French of Canada had the whole Fur 
'l'rade with the Weftern Indians in their Hands, and were 

jupplied with their woollen Goods from New-York. Mr. Bur
net, who took more Pains to be informed of the lntereft of the 
People he was Jet over, and of making them ufeful to their 
Mother Country, than Plantation Governors ufually do, took the 
Trouble of perujing all the R egijlers of the Indian AffairJ on this 
Occafion. He from thence conceived of what Confequence the Fur 
<I'rade with the W eftern Indians was of to Great-Britain ; 
that as the Englifu had the Fur 'l'rade to Hudfon's Bay given 
up to them, by the '.freaty of Utrecht, fo, by the Advantages 
which the Province of New-York has in its Situation, they 
might be able to draw the whole Fur 'l'rade in the other 
Parts of America to themfelves, and thereby the Englilh en
orofs that Trade, and the Manufattories depending on it. 

For this Purpoft he thought it nec1fary to put a Stop to 
the 'l'rade between New-York and Canada, by which the 
French fupplied themftlves with the moft valuable and ne
ceffary Commodities for the Indian Market, and to Jet the In
habitants of this Province on trading direfily with the Indians. 
Befides the Conjideration of Profit and Gain, he confldcred what 
Influence this 'I'rade bad on the numerous Nations of Indians 
iving on the vafl Continent of North-America, and who fur-

1·ound the Britifh Colonies ; of what Advantage it might be of, 
if they were influenced by the Englilh in Cafe of a War with 
France; and how prejudicial, on the other Hand, if they were 
direEled by French Counftls. 

Cf'he Legiflature of New-York was foon convinced of the 
Juftnefi· of his Reafoning, and paffed an .dfl, prohibiting tht 
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CJ:rade to Canada, and for encouraging the tirade direflly with 
thr: Indians. '1hey were likewift at the Charge of building a 
jor lJ..:; i trading Houfe at Ofwego, on Cadarackui Lake, and 

' ha·ve ever ji,.~ce maintained a Garifon there. As this Aft did 
in its Conftqucnce take a large Profit from one or two con
fia'erable /l.llercbants, who had the '1rade to Canada intirely in 
th~zr Hands, they endeavoured to raife a Clamour againfl it in 
the Province, and prejented li_kewife Petitions to the King, in 
Order to get the Afi repealed. Upon this Occqfion Mr. Bur
net gave me the Perufal of the Publick Regifter of Indian Af
fairs, and it was thought the Publication of the Hiflory of the 
Five Nations might be of Uje at that 'l'ime. 

I jhall only add, that Mr. Burnet's Scheme has bad its defi
red Effetl : 'I'he Englifu have gained the '.Trade which the 
French, before that, had with the Indians to the Weflward of 
New-York ; and whereas, before that 'Iime, a very incon.fide
rable ]\!umber of Men we1'e employed i1l the Indian 'l'rade A
hroad, now above three hundred Men are employed at the 'Ira
ding Houfe at Ofwego alone; and the Indian Trade has jince 
that 'I'ime yearly increafed fo Jar, that feveral Indian Nations 
come now every Summer to trade there, whofe Names were not 
fo much as known by the Englifh before. 

'Ibis Hijlory, from New-York, joo1z went to England, and 
I have been informed, that a Publication, with a Continuance 
of that Work, would be acceptable there. I have the more 
chemfully complied rwith this Notice, becaufe of the War threat
ened from France, believing that a Publication of this Kind 
may be ufeful, whether the preflnt Inquietudes hetween the twa 
Nations end in a War or in a 'I'reaty. 'Ibe French have en
couraged fiveral Publications of this Sort at Paris, and cer
tainly jitch may be more ufeful in a Britilli Government, where 
the People have fo great a Share in it, than it can be in a 
Ftench Government, intirely directed by the Will of their Prince. 

I now continue this Hiftory to. the Peace of Refwick, and if I 
find this tt~7aptable, and that a farther Continuation of it be 
·dtji1·ed, I jhafl, zf my Life and Health be preferved, carry it 
aou;n fiwtber ; but as I have too much Reafon to doubt my OW11 

Ability, to .z,rve that Pleafure and SatisfaEtion which tpe Pub~ 
lick may expitl in ThinKs thus fubmitted to their f/iew, I think 
it not jvj!ifiab!e to trouble them with too much at once. 

3 THE 
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THE 

HIS TOR\'~ 
0 F THE 

FIVE INDIAN NATIONS, 

DEPENDING 

On the PRoviNcE of NEW-rORK. 

P A R T II. 

'The Hijlory of the Five Indian Nations of Ca
nada, from the :time of the Revolution to the 
Peace ifRefwick. · 

C H A P. I. 

crhe State of Affairs in New-York and Canada, 
at the :time of the Revolution in Great
Britain. 

W E left the Five Nations triumphing over CH A P. 

the French in Canada, and they almoft re- I. 
I duced to Defpair. The Revolution, which ~ ' 

happened at this Time in England, feemed to be a 
I favourable ConjunCtion for the Five Nations ; the 

Englifh Colonies, by the War at that Time decla_red 
agamfl: 
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CH A P. againfl: France, becoming Parties in their ~arrei: 

I. For one will be ready to think, that the Five Nati-
._ ... ' ons being by themfelves too powerful for the French, 

as appears by the preceding Chapter, wl:en thefc 
were affifted by the Utawawas, QJtatoghies, 'l'wih
twies, Chiflagbicks, Puteu:atemies, and all the Wef 
tern Indian Nations, and when the Englilh flood 
neuter ; now certainly, when not only all thefe In
dian Nations had made Peace with the Five Nations, 
but the Englifh joined with them in the War, the 
French would not be able to ftand one Campaign. 

But we fhall find what a Turn AfFairs took, con
trary to all reafonable Expedations, trom the gene
ral Appearance of Things, and of what Impoltance 
a refolute wife Governor is to the well-being of a 
People, and how prejudicial Divifions and Parties 
are. For this Reafon, it will be neceifary to take 
a View of the Publick Affairs in the Province of 
New-York, and in Canada, at that Time, in order 
to underftand the true Caufes of the Alterati
ons, which afterwards happened in Favour of the 
French. 

The Revolution occafioned as great Divifions and 
Parties in the Province of New-York, in Proportion 
to the Nun1ber of People, as it did in Britain, if not 
greater. The Governor and all the Officers either 
fled or abfconded ; the Gentlemen of the King's 
Council, and fome of the moft conhderable or rich
eft People, either out of Love, or what they 
thought Duty, to King James, or rather from an 
Opinion they had that the Prince of Orange could 
not fucceed, refufed to join in the Declaration the 
People made in favour of that Prince, ard fuffered 
the Adminiftration to fall into different Hands, who 
were more zealoL~s for the Proteftant lnterefi, and 
who were joined by the far greateft Number of the 
Inhabitants. After the Revolution was eftablifhed, 
they that had appeared fo warmly for it, thought that 

. they 
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they deferved beft of the Government, and ex- CH A p. 

petted to be continued in the .Publick Offices; the I. 
others were zealous to recover the Authority they~ 
had loft, and ufed the moft perfuafive Means with 
the Governors for that Purpofe, while the former 
trufted to their Merit. This begat great Animofi-
ties, which continued m:tny Years. Each Party, 
as they were at different Times favoured by feveral 
Governors, oppofed all the Meafures taken by the 
other, while each of them were by Turns in Credit 
with the People or the Governor, and fometimes e-
ven profecuted each other to Death. The publick 
Meafures were by thefe Means perpetually fiuttuating, 
and often one Dc1y contradiCtory to what they were 
the Day before. The fucceeding Governors, find-
ing their private Account in favouring fometimes 
the one Party, and at other Times the other, kept 
up the Animofities all King ff/illiam's Reign, though 
very much to the publick Prejudice ; for each Party 
was this while fo eager in refenting private Injuries, 
that they intirely negletted the publick Good. 

The Confti~ution of Government i:t the Engl~fh 
Plantations, where the Governors have no Salary, 
but what they can attain with the Confent of the 
A.lfemblies or Reprefentatives of the People, gave 
Occafion to imprudent Governors to fall upon thefe 
Expedients, as they fometimes call them, for get
ting of Money. And a prevailing FaCtion, kno\ving 
for what Purpofe the Governments in America were 
chiefly defired by th~ Englifh Gentlemen, ufed this 
great Privilege to tempt a Governor to be the Head 
of a Party, when he ought to have been the Head 
of the Government. Indeed New-York has had the 
Misfortune, too frequently, to be under fuch as 
could not keep thetr Pafiion for Money fecret, 
though none found it fo profitable a Governn1ent, 
as they did who followed fl:riCl:ly the true Maxims 
of governing, without making Money the only Rule 
of their Actions. 
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G HA r. The frequent Changes of Governors were likewife 

I. prejuclicial to the publick Affairs. Colonel Slaugh~ 
.__.....-w ter, the firfl: Governor after the Revolution, bap~ 

pened to die foon after his Arrival, when fl:eady, 
as well as refolute Meafures, were mofl: neceffary. 
But fome think, that the Occafion of all the Mis
fortunes lay in the vVant of Care in the Choice of 
Governors, when the Affairs of America wanted a~ 
ble Hands to manage them ; they think that the 
Miniflry had the faving of Money chiefly in View, 
when, to gratify fome fmall Services, they gave 
Employments in America to thofe that were not ca
pable of much meaner Offices at Home. The 0~ 
pinion the People had of Colonel Slaughter's Capaci. 
ty gave ground to thefe Surmifes ; but, if it was fo, 
it happened to be very ill faved Money ; for the 
Miftnanagements in this Country occaftoned far 
greate~ Expence to the Crown afterwards, than 
woulo have bought fuch Gentlemen handfome E
ftates, befides the great Loffes they occafioned to 
the Su bjeCl:s. 

The greatefl: Number of the Inhabitants of the 
Province of Ne1.v-York being Dutch, ftill retained an 
Aff'eCl:ion to their Mother Country, and by their 
Averfion to the Englijh weakened the Adminiftrati
on. The common People of A.lbany, who are all 
Dutch, could not forbear giving the Indians fame ill 
Impreffions of the Engiif.h ; for the Mohawks, in 
one of their publick Speeches, expreffed themfelves 
thus : " We hear a Dut eh Prince reigns now in Eng· 
" land, why do you fuffer the Englijh Soldiers to 
" remain in the Fort? put all tbe Eng!ifh out of 
'' the Town. When the Dutch held this Country 
" long ago, we lay in their Houfes ; but the Eng
" lifh have always made us lie without Doors." It 
is true, that the Plantations were ·firft fettled by the 
meanefl: People of every Nation, and fuch as had 
the leafl: Senfe of any Honour. The ·Dutch ilrft 
Settlers, many of them I may fay, had none of the 

Virtues 



Part II. FrvE INDIAN NATIONs, &c: 9S Virtues of their Countrymen, except their Indufl:ry CH A P .. in getting Money, and they facrificed every Thing, I. 
other People think honourable or mofl: facred, to --~
their Gain : But I do not think it proper to give 
particular Inftances of this. 

The People of NerJJ·England were engaged in a 
bloody War at this Time with the Owenagungas, 
Ouragies, and Ponacoks, the Indians that lie between 
them and the French Settlements. The Scahkooks 
were original! y Part of thefe Indians. They left 
their Country about the Year 1672, and fettled a· 
bove Albany, on the Branch of Hudfon's River that 
runs towards Canada. The People of New-Eng
land were jealous of the Scahkook Indians, that they 
remembering the old Difference they had with the 
People of New E11gland, and the Relation they bore 
to the Eaflern Indians, did countenance and affifl:: 
tbefe Indians in the War aga"nfl: JVew England. They 
had Reafon for thefe J ealoufies, for the Scabkook In
dians received privately fome Owenagunga Meffen
gers, and kept their coming among them fecret 
from the People of Albany ; and fome Scahkooks had 
gone privately to the Owenagungas. They were a
fraid likewife, that the Mohawks might have fome 
Inclination to favour thofe Indians, becaufe fome of 
the Eajiern Indians had fled to the Mohawks, and 
were kindly received by them, and lived among 
them. 

Notwithflanding all thefe Failures of good Po
licy, in the Government of New-Yor.~, the French 
had not gained fo great Advantages, if they had not 
carefully obferved a different Condutl:, which it is 
now neceffary to confider. 

Canada was at this Time in a very diflreffe Con
dition, the Country and out Plantations burnt and 
defi:royed, their Trade intirely at a fi:and, great 
Numbers of their People flain, and the remainder 
in danger of periihing by Famine, as well as by the 
Sword of inveterate cruel Enemies. '¥hen fuch 

· Misfor-
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Ca A P. Misfortunes happen to a Country, under any Ad-

I. miniftration, though in Truth the Conduct of Af-
~ fairs be not to be blamed, it is often prudent to 

change the Miniil:ers; for t~e comf!lon Peo.ple ne~er 
fail to blame them, notwlthfiandmg the1r havmg 
aCted with the gte<!teft Wifdom, and therefore can
not fo foon 1ecovcr their Spirits, that are funk by 
Misfortunes, as by putting their Affairs into different 
Hands. 

For thefe Reafons, it is probable, the French 
King recall~d Mr. de Nonvilfe, but rewarded him for 
his Services, by an honol'lrable Employment in the 
Houfhold. The Count de Frontenac was fent in 
his Place. This Gentleman had been formerly Go
vernor of that Country, and was perfeCl:ly acquaint
ed with its Intereft ; of a Temper of Mind fitted to 
fuch defpcrate Times, of undaunted Courage, and 
indefatigable, though in the fixty-eighth Year of rus 
Age. 'fhe Count de Frontenac arrived the fecond of 
Q[tober 1 68g. The Country immediately received 
new Life by the Arrival of a Perfon, of whofe 
Courage and Conduct every 01 e had entertained a 
high Opinion. Care was taken to increafe this Im
preffion on the lYlinds of the People, by making 
publick Rejoicings with as much Noife as poffible. 
He wifely improved this new Life, by immediately 
entering upon Attion, without fuffering their flopes 
to grow cold. I-le {!aid no longer at f?0,ebeck, than 
was neceifary to be informed of the prefent State of 
Affairs, and in four or five Days after his Arrival 
fet out in a Canoe for A1untrad, where his Prefence 
was moft neceffary ; and the Winter was already fa 
far advanced, that the Ice made it impraClicable to 
go in a larger V efTel. By this the old Gentleman 
increafed the Opinion and Hopes the People enter- . 
tained of him, that, without flaying to refrdh him
felf after a fatiguing Sea-Voyage, he would imme
diately undertake another, that required all tlie Vi
gour and Heat of Youth to withfiand the Incle-

mencies 



Part I I. FivE INDIAN NATIoNs, &c. 97 
mencies of the Climate and Seafon, and the Diffi- CHAP. 

culty of fuch a Pafi"age. J. 
When the Count de Frontenac came to Montreal, ~ 

he increafed the Admiration the People had of his 
Vigour and Zeal," by pretending to go to vifit Ca-
darackui Fort, now abandoned, which l1e had built 
in the Time he was form~r1y Governor. The Clergy 
and People of Montreal came jointly with ftretched 
out Arms, reprefenting the Danger of fuch an At-
tempt, and the Difficulties and Hardfhips that would 
necelfarily" attend it, praying him not to expofe a 
Life that was fo necelfary for their Safety. He, 
with feeming Reluctance, yielded to their Intrea-
ties ; I fay with feeming Reluctance, for it was in
confiftent with his Prudence really to have fuch a 
Defign. This Shew of the Governor's offering to 
go in Perfon, animated fome of the Gentlemen of 
the Country, who voluntarily went in the Winter, 
with one Hundred Indian Traders, to vifit that Fort; 
and finding it in better Condition than they ex-
pected, by the Report of thofe who had abandoned 
it, they £hid there, and made fome fmall Repara-
tions in the Walls, w~ich the Indiflns had thrown 
down. 

The Count de Fro11tenac brought back with him 
ffawerahet, a Capiga Sachem. one of the thirteen Pri
foners that Mr. de Nonville took at Cadarackui, 
and fent to Fra11ce. He was in Hopes this Indian 

· would be ufeful in procuring a Treaty of Peace with 
the Five Nations, for they had an extraordinary 
Opinion of Tawerabet ; and the French had found, 
by fad Experience, that they could not be Gainers 
by continuing the \V ar: For this Purpofe the Count 
ufed 'l'awerahet with much Kindnefs, during his 
Voyage, and, after he arrived at ~tebeck, lodged 
him in the Cafl:le under his own Roof, and took fuch 
Pains with this Sachem, that he forgot all the ill Ufage 
he had formerly received. 

I-I Th: 
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c H 1\ p. The French had the more Reafon to defire a 

I. Peace with the Five Nations, becaufe they knew, 
"""-v--' that they would now certainly have the Englifh 

Colonies likewife upon them ; and if the Five Na
tions had been able to do fo much Mifchief by them
felves alone, they were much more to be feared, 
when they would be affifted, in all Probability, with 
the Force and lntereft of the Englifh Colonies. 

Four Indians of lefs Note, who were brought 
back along with 'rawerahet, were immediately dif. 
patched, in this Sachem's Name, to the Five Nati
ons, to inform them of his Return, and of the kind 
Ufage they had received from the Count de Fronte
nac ; and to prefs them to fend fome to vifit their 
old Friend, who had be.en fo kind to them when 
he was formerly Governor of Canada, and who fiill 
retained an Affetl:ion to the Five Nations ; as ap
peared by the Kindnefs 'rawerahet and they had re
ceived from him. This was the only Method left 
to the French of making Propofals of Peace, which 
it was their Intereft by all Means to procure. 

The Governor of Canada, as I fa id, conceived 
that there was no Way fo proper to keep up the 
Spirits of the People, who had got new Life by his 
Arrival, as by putting them upon Action ;· and in· 
deed their prefent miferable Condition made them 
forward enough, to undertake the mofl: defperate 
Enterprize, when the frequent Incurfions of the In
dians made it as dangerous to be ~t Home, as to at
tack the Enemy Abroad. 

For this Purpofe he fent out three Parties in the 
Winter; one was defigned againfl: New-York, the 
other againfl: Connefticut, and the lafl: againfl: New
England. 

The Five Nations followed Colonel Dungan's Ad
vice, in endeavouring to bring off the W ejlern In
dians from the French, and had all the Succefs 
that could be expected, before l\1r~ de Frontmac ar ... 
rived. , 
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They were overjoyed when they heard, that the CHAp~ 

Englijh had entered into War with the French, and I. · 
came feveral Times to Albany to know thy Certainty~ 
of it, while it was only rumoured about. The 
People of ... 1.lbany defired them to fecure any of the 
prayir~g Indians that f11ould come from C.1:zada, if 
they found that they were {till ruled by the Priefl:s ; 
but to encourage them, if they came with a Defign 
to return to their own Country. 

1"'he Senekas, Cayugas, Onondttgas, and One;•does, 
the twenty feventh of 'June 1689, before any Go
vernor arrived, renewed the old Covenant (as they 
faid) which was firft made many :Years ago with 
one 'I'agues, who came with a Ship into their River. 
'' Then we firfl: became Brethren, faid they, and conti
" nued fo till ]aft fall, that Sir Edmond Androfs came 
" and made a new Chain, by calling us Children ; but 
" let us ftick to the old Chain, which has conti
'' nued fron1 the firft Time it was made, by which 
'' we became Brethren, and have ever fince always 
" behaved as fuch. Virginia, Maryland, and New
" England, have been taken into this filver Chain, 
" with which our Friend!hip is locked faft. We 
" are now come to make the Chain clear and bright. 
" Here they gave two Bevers." 

King :James, a little before his Abdication, fent 
over Sir Edmond Andr~fs with arbitrary Powers, and 
he, in Imitation of the Frcncb, changed the Stile 
of fpeaking to the Ind.:aus, of which they were 
very fenfi.Ue. 

They difcovered a great Concern for their People 
tnat were carried to Cmwda ; they long hoped (they 
faid) that the King of E1:gkmd would have been 
powerful enough to deliver them, but now they 
began to 1ofe aJ 1 Hopes of them. 

II ~ C F.I A P. 
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C H A P. II. 

A 'Ireaty bet1.veen the Agents of MaffachufeCs 
Bay, New-Plymouth, and Connecticut, and 
the Sachems if the Five Nations, at Albany, 
in the rear 1689. 

CH A p. AB 0 U T the Beginning of September 1689, 
II. Colonel John Pynchon, Major John Sa·vage, 
~and Captain Jonathan Bull, Agents for the Colonies 

of Maffachufet's Bay, New.Pb'moutb, and Gonnefiicut, 
arrived at Albany, to renew the Friendiliip with 
the Five ]\Tations, and to engage them againft the 
Eajtern Indians, who made W at: on the Englijh 
of thofe Colonies, and were fupported by the 
French. 

The Five Natio11s had received four Melrengers 
fron1 the Ea.flern Indians, which gave the People of 
New-England fome Apprehenfions, and they were 
therefore defirous to know \vhat Reception thefe 
Melfengers had met with. 

The Five Nations anf wered by 'I ahajadoris, a Mo
hawk Sachem, on the twenty fourth of September. 
He made a long Oration, repeating all that the A
gent from New-England had faid, the Day before, 
and defired them to be attentive to the Anfwer now 
to be made to them. They commonly repeat over 
all that has been faid to them, before thev return 
any Anfwer, and one may be furprized at th~ Exact ... 
nefs of thefe Repetitions. They take the follow
ing Method to affift their Memories : 1'he Sachem, 
who prefides at thefe Conferences, has a Bundle of 
fmall Sticks in his Hand ; as foon as the Spe1ker 
has finifhed any one Article of his Speech, this Sa
L"hem gives a Stick to another Sacbfm, who is par-

t:~nlarly 

3 
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ticularly to remember that Article; and fo when an-CHAP. 
other Article is finifhed, he gives a Stick to an- II. 
other to take Care of that other, and fo on. In~ 
like Manner when the Speaker anfwers, each of 
thefe has the particular C~re of the Anfwer refolved 
on to each Article, and prompts the Orator, when 
his Memory fails him, in the Article committed to 
his Charge. 'Iabajadoris addreffing himfelf to the 
Agents, faid : 

" Brethren, 
" You are welcome to this Houfe, which is ap-

~' pointed for our Treaties and publick Bufi
" nefs with the Chrifiians ; we thank you for re· 
<' newing the Covenant-chain. It is now no longer 
" of Iron and fubjett: to Ruft, as formerly, but of 
" pure Silver, and includes in it all the King's Sub
" jects, from the Senekas Country eafi:ward, as 
" far as any of the great King's Subjetl:s live, and 
" fouthward, fron1 New-England to Virginia. Here 
" he gave a Bever. 

" We are glad to hear of the good Succefs our 
" great King has had over. the Frencb b¥ Sea, in 
'< taking and finking fo many of their Men of War. 
" You tell us in your Propofals that we are one 
" People, 1et us then go Hand in I-Iand together, 
<' to ruin and defl:roy the F'rench our common Ene
" my. Gives a Bever. 

" The Covenant-chain between us is ancient (as 
" you tell us) and of long fl:anding, and it has been 
" kept inviolably by us. vVhcn you had Wars 
" fome time ago with the lndianJ, you defired us to 
" help you; we did it readily, and to the Pur
" pofe; for we purfued them clofely, by which we 
'' prevented the Effu{ion of n1uch of your Blood. 
'' 'fhis was a certain Sion that we loved truly 
" and fincerely, and fro~ our Hearts. Gives a 
" Belt. 

H3 You 
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CH A p. " You ad vife us to purfue our Enemies, the 

II. " Frencb, vigoroufly ; this we affure you we are 
~ " refolved to do to the utmoft of our Power : But 

'' fince the French are your Enemies likewife, we 
'' defire our Brethr-en of the three Colonies to fend 
" us an hundred Men for the Security of this Place, 
'' which is ill provided, in Cafe of an Attack from 
'' the French ; the Chriftia.ns have Victuals enough 
" for their Entertainment. Gives one Belt. 

'' We patiently bore many Injuries from the 
" French, from one Year to another, before we 
" took up the Axe againft them. Our Patience 
" made the Governor of Canada think, that we 
'' were afraid. of him, and durft not refent the In .. 
" juries we had fo long fuffered ; but now he is 
" m1deceived. vVe affure you, that we are refolved 
" never to droo the Axe, the French never !hall • 
" fee our "'ace~ in Peace, we fha11 never be recon
" ciled as lo~1g as one F1enchman is alive. We iliall 
'' never make Peace, though our Nation fhould be 
" ruined by it, and every one of us cut in Pieces. 
' Our Brethren of the three Colonies may depend 
'' on this. Gives a Bever. 

" As to what you told us of the Owenagzmgas 
'' and Uragces, we anfwer: That we were never fo 
" 2rm d and haughty, as to begin a War without 
'~ juil: Provocation. You tell us that they are 
" trercherous Rogues, we believe it, and that they 
'' will undoubtedly affifl: the French. If they iliall 
'' do this, or !hall join with any of our Enemies, 
" either Frencb or Indians, then we will kill and 
" dcfhoy them. Gives a Bever." 
· 'I'hen the };Jcha7.vh offered five of their MeB, to 
guard the Agents Home againft any of their Indian 
Enemies, who they were afraid might be laying in 
wait fm· ·the Agents, and gave a Belt. 

Afterwards the Speaker continued his Speech, 
and f.1id: '' \'le have fpoke what we had to fay of 
'' t .'e \ Tar, we now come to the Affairs of Peace: 

"·~Ne 
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" We promife to preferve the ·chain inviolably, andC HA P. 

" wiili that the Sun may always fhine in Peace over II. 
" all our Heads that are comprehended in this Chain. ~ 
" We give two Belts, one for the Sun, the other 
" for its Beams. 

'' We make fafl: the Roots of the Tree of Peace 
" and Tranquillity, which is planted in this Place. 
" Its Roots extend as far as the utmofl: of your 
" Colonies ; if the French ihould come to ihake this 
" T'ree, we would feel it by the Motion of its 
" Roots, which extend into our Country: But we 
" truft it will not be in the Governor of Canada's 
" Power to fhake this Tree, which has been fo 
'' firmly and fo long planted with us. Gives two 
" Bevers." 

Laftly, He defired the Magifl:rates of Albany 
to remember what h€ had faid, and gave them a 
Bever. 

But the Agents perceiving, that they had not an
fwered any Thing about the Owenagunga Meffen
gers, and had anfwered indiftinttly about the V.far 
with the Eaftern Indians, defired them to explain 
themfelves fully on thefe two Points, about which 
·the Agents were chiefly concerned. 

The Five Nations anf we red : 
" We cannot declare vV ar againfl: the Eaflern In

" dians, for they have done us no Harm : Never
,, thelefs our Brethren of ]'!c-w-E11gland may be af
" fured, that we will live and die in Friendfhip with 
" them. vVhen we took up the Axe againft the 
" French and their Confederates, we did it to re
'' venge the Injuries they had done us; we did not 
" make War with them at the Perfu~fions of our 
" Brethren here ; for we did not fo much as ac
" quaint them with our Intention, till fourteen Days 
'' after our Army had begun their March.~' 

After the Company had feparated, the Sachnzs 
fent to the· New-England Agents, defiring to fpeak 

•ith them in private; which being granted, the 
. I I 4 Speaker 
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CH·A P. Speaker faid, we have fomething to tell you, which 

If. was not proper to be fpoken openly, for fome of 
~our People have an AffcCl:ion to the Owenagungas; 

and we were afraid, that they would difcover or 
hinder our Defigns. 

Now we affi1re our Brethren, that we are refolved 
to look on your Enemies as ours, and that we will 
firft fall on the ·* Owaragees; and then on the 
Owcnagungas, and laflly on the French ; and that 
you may be convinced of our Intention, we defign to 
fend five of our young Men along with our Brethren 
to New-England, to guard them, who have Orders 
to view the Country of the Owaragees, to difcover 
in what Manner it can be attacked with the mofl: Ad
vantage. This we always do before we make an At
tempt on our Enemies. In a Word, Brethren, your 
War is our War, for we will live and dye with you. 

But it is to be obferved, that they confirmed no
thing relating to thefe Indians, by giving Belts. · 

It is probable, that the Sachems aCl:ed with fame 
.Art on this Occafion, for they really had fa·1ourable 
Inclinations towards the Owenagungas ; and they had 
Reafon not to increafe the Number of their Enemies, 
by making Vvar on the Eajlern Indians, who avoided 
doing then1 any Injury. The People of A!bany like
wife have always been averfe to engage our Indians ia 
a \Var vith the Eaftenz Indians, left it fhould change 
the s~Jt of the War, and bring it to their own 
Doors. 

On t!1e 2 5t!1 the Magiftrates of .. dlbany had a 
private Conference with the Sachems of the Five Na
i io;::, and defired to know their Refolutions as to the 
VvT ar with Canada, and the Meafures they refolved 
to follow. In this Conference the Indians faw that 
the People of ./1!bmzy were fo much afraid of the 

' !+ozc!.', that their Spirits were funk under the Ap
,., rehenfions of the approaching vVar; and for this 
F.o;.·afon r:1adc the following Anfwer. 

C>~)!cd by the People of N:r- .; EnrJcpd Pa"'t?cok lndia1u. 
\Ye 
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" 'we have a hundred and forty Men out-fkulking 

" about Canada; it is impoffible for the French to at
" tempt any Thing, without being difcovered and ha
" ralfed by thefe Parties: If the french !hall attempt 
" any Thing this Way, all the Five Nations will come 
'' to your A ffiftance, for our Brethren and we are but 
"one, and we will live and dye together. We have 
'' defired a hundred Men of our Brethren of Boflon to 
" aflift us here, becaufe this Place is moft expofed; but 
'~ if theGovernor of Canada is fo fl:rong, as to overcome 
" us all united together, then he muft be our Mafl:er, 
'' and is not to be refifted ; but we have Confidence in 
''a good andjuft Caufe; forthegreatGodofHeaven 
" knows how deceitfully the French have dealt with us, 
"their Arms can have no Succe('). The Great God 
" bath fent us Signs in the Sky to confirm this. We 
"have heard uncommon Noife in the Heavens, and 
" have feen Heads fall down upon Earth, which we 
" look upon as a certain Prefage of the Dei1ruC1:ion 
'' of the French: Take Courage ! On this they all im
'' mediately joined in finging and crying out, Cou
,, rage! Courage! " 

C H A P. Ill. 
An Account of a general Council of the Five Nations at 

Onondaga, to confider the Count De Frontenac's 
MeJ!age. 

IOS 

ON the 27th of December 1689, two IndiansCa A P. 
came to Albany, being fent by the Onondaga IlL 

and Oneydo Sachems, with feven Hands of \Vampllln· ~ ' 
from each Nation, to tell their Brethren in New-York 
and New-England, that three of their old Friends, 
who had been carried Prifoners to France, were come 
with Propofals from Canada ; that there was a Coun-
cil of the Sachems appointed to meet at Onondaga, 
and that they therefore defired the Mayor of Aibany, 
Peter Scbeyler, and fome others of their Brethren, 

~Q 
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CH. A P. to come thither, to be r.refentand to advife on an Af

III. fair of fo great Confeguence; fot they were refolved 
'--"' ' to do nothing without the Knowledge and Confent of 

all thofe that were included in the Chain with them. 
The fame M effenger told them, that fome Letters 

were fent to the Jefuit at One)'do; and that they would 
neither burn, nor fuffer thofe Letters to be opened, 
till the'Brethren fnould :firft fee them. 

All that the Magiftrates of A!bany did on this im
portant Occafion, was to fend three I:tdians with 
Infl:ruCl:ions in their Name, to dilfuade the Five Na
tious from entertaining any Thoughts of Peace, or 
yielding to a Ceffation of Arms. 

On the 4th of January one of the chief Mohawk 
Sac hems came to A!bmJ)', to tell the lvlagifiratt:s, that 
he was to go to Q;zondaga, and defired the Brethren's 
Advice how to behave there; on which the Ma
gifl:rates thought it necelfary to fend likewife the pub
lick Interpreter, and another Perfon to ailifl: at the 
general Meeting, with written Inftruet:ions; but no 
Perfon ofNote, that had any Influence on the Indi
ans, went. 

When the Meffengers arrived at 01te)'do, they dif
courfed privately with one of the Prifoners that had 
returned fi·om France, and found that he had no 
Love for the French ; but it is impoffible but that In"' 
dians, who had fcen the French Court, and many of 
their Troops, muH be furprifed at their Grandeur: he 
compiaincd however of the ill Ufage he had met with. 
The Frtncb chafe, on this Occafion, to fend firft to 
O·zejdo, becaufe of the Affiftance they expetted the Je
firit, that refided there, would give to their Negoti
ation. 

I beli"ve it will not be tedious to the Reader, that 
1efires to know the Indian Genius, if I give a circum
fian6:-J Account of this general Council or Parlia
ment of the Fi·ve Nations, that he may fee in what 
Manner a People that we call Savages behave on 
fuch imrortant Occafions. 

· 0:1 
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On the 2. 2d of 'January the general Council was CH A P. 

opened at Onondaga, confiftiug of eighty Sachems ; III. 
in the firfl: Place Sadekanagbtie, an Onondaga ~ 
Sachem, rifing up, addreffed himfelf to the Meffenger 
of ./llbanJ', faying, 

Four Meffengers are come from the Governor of 
Canada, viz. three who had been carried Prifoners 
to France, and a Sachem of the Praying Indimzs that 
live at Montreal. 

The Governor of Canada notifies his Arrival to us, 
that he is the Count de Frontenac, who had been for
merly Governor there ; that he had brought back with 
him 'rewer.ahet a Cayuga Sachem, and twelve Prifon
ers, that had been carried to France ; then taking 
the Belt of Wampttm in his f-Iand, and holding it by 

' the Middle, he added,. wh 2.t I have faid relates on
ly to one Half of the Belt, the other Half is to 1et 
us know, that he intends to kindle again his Fire at 
Cadaracktti next Spring, and therefore invites his 
Children, and Dekaitafora an Onondaga Captain in 
particular, to treat there with him about the old 
Chain. Then Adarahta the chief Sacbem of the 
praying Indians ftood up, and faid, with three Belts i1 
his Hand, I advife you to meet the Governor of 
Canada as he de fires; agree to this, if you would 
live, and gives one Belt of Wcmzpum · 

'ra'lo&rahet fends yon this other Belt, to 
1 
nforn1 you 

of the Miferies, that he and tl e reJ1: of your Countr:
men have fuffered in their Captivity ; and to advi.ft 
you to hearken to Jrono;zdto, if you det1re to li ~c. 

This third Belt is from * 'I'hurenJ ra, t Ohgu~tre allC1 

11 Ertel, who fay by it. to their Brethren: \, 7 c have 
interceded for you with 1 onondio, and therefore ad-

·. 'Ihurmftm fignifi~s the D.nvni ng of the Day, an cl w.t., the 
J Tame given l;)y the lnditms to the Jefuit Lambo-<.il!t. \vho h:1d 
formerly refidrd at Onandaga. t Monfr. le U:mu, the Word ti~ni~ 
fies a Partridge. IJ Er.fel fignifies a Rofe, the Name of fomc 
ether Frmch Gentleman, for whom the l11dians had an Elleem. 
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CHAP. vife you to meet him at Cadarackui in the Spring, be

lli. caufe it will be for your Advantage . 
. "'--v When this Sachem had done fpeaking, the Mohawk 

Meffenger fent from Alba1zy delivered his Me!fage 
Word for Word, as he had received it, without 
omitting the leaft Article. The Interpreter, while 
the Indian was fpeaking, read over a Paper, on 
which the Me£fage was fet down, left any Thing 
!hould have been forgot. 

After this Cannehoot a Seneka Sachem ftood up, 
and gave the general Council a particular Account of 
a Treaty made laft Summer, between the Senekas 
and the Wagunha MefTengers, (one of the Uta·wawa 
Nations) who had concluded a Peace for themfelves, 
and feven other Nations, to which the other four 
Nations were defired to agree, and their Brethren of 
New-York to be included in it. He faid the Pro
pofals made in feveral Propofitions were as follow. 

I. We are come to join two Bodies into one. De
livering up at the fame Time two Prifoners. 

2. We are come to learn Wifdom of you Seuekas, 
and of the other Five Nations, and of your Brethren 
of New-Tork. Giving a Belt. 

3· We by this Belt wipe away the 'Tears from the 
Eyes of your Friends, whofe Relations have been 
killed in th~ War, and likewife * the Paint from 
your Soldiers Faces. Giving another Belt. 

4· vVe now throw a fide the Ax, which Yonondio 
put into our Hands, by this third Belt. · 

5· Let the Sun, as long as he fha11 endure, always 
1hine upon us in Friendfuip. Here he gave a red 
Marble Sun as large as a Plate. 

6. Let the Rain of Heaven wafh away a11 Hatred, 
that we may again fmoke together in Peace, giving a 
large Pipe of red Marble. 

* The l11dimtJ always paint their Faces when they go to 
War, to make themfelves look more terrible to the Enemy. A 
Soldier.in the /11dian Langutlge is expre1fed by a \Von.l, which 
;ignifies a Fair·fighter. 

7· Yonondio 
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7. Yonondio is drunk, but we wath our Hands CH A P. 

clean from all his ACtions. Giving a fourth Belt. Ill. 
8. Now we are clean wafhed by the Water of'- ~ ~ 

Heaven. neither of us mufl: defile ourfelves by 
hearkening to ronondio. 

9· We have twelve of yo!Jr Nation Prifoners, 
who !hall be brought home in the Spring; there he 
gave a Belt, to confirm the Promife. 

10. We will bring your Prifoners when the Straw
berries £hall be in bloffom, * at which Time we in
tend to vifit Corlear, and fee the Place where the 
Wampum is made. (New-York.) 

The Spe~ker added, we will alfo tell our 
Friends the other Utawawa Nations, and the Dio-
11oJJdadies, who have eleven of your People Prifon
ers, what we have now done, and invite them to 
1nake Peace with you. 

He faid further, we have fent three Melfengers 
back with the Wagunhas, in order to confirm this 
Peace with their Nation. 

After the Seneka Speaker had done, the Wagunha 
Prefents were hung up in the Houfe, in the Sight 
of the whole Aifembly, and afterwards difl:ributed 
among the feveral Nations, and their Acceptance 
was a Ratification of the Treaty. A large Belt 
was given alfo to the .Albany Meifengers as their 
Share. 

The Belt of Wampum fent from Albany was in 
like Manner hanged up, and afterwards divided. 

J.Vew-England, which the Indians call Kinjhon (that 
is a Fifh) fent 1ikewife the Model of a Fifh, as a 
token of their adhering to the general Covenant. 
This Filh was handed round among the Sachems, 
and then laid afide to be put up. 

After thefe Ceremonies were over~ Sadekanahtie, 
an Oncn iaga Speaker, flood up, and faid, Brethren, 

* The lndimJJ in this Manner diftinguifu the Seafons of the 
Year, as the Time of planting Corn, or when it is ripe, when 
:he Chefi1ut· bloifom, &c. 

we 
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CH A p. we muft ftick to our Brother S?<!fider, and look on 

III. ronondio as our Enemy, for he is a Cheat: By ff2.yi-
'-"• ' der they meant Peter Schyler the Mayor of Albany, 

who had gained a confiderable Efl:eem among them; 
as they have no Labeals in their Language, they 
pronounce Peter by the Sound fZuider. 

The Meffenger from Canada had brought Letters, 
andfomemedicinal Powder, for the Jefuit Milet, who 
refided at Oneydo. Thefe Letters and the Powder 
were delivered to the Interpreter from Albany to be car
ried thither, that the Contents of them might be made 
known to the Sacbems of the feveral Nations. The 
J efuit was prefent all this While in their Council. 

Then the Interpreter was defired to fpeak what 
he had to fay from their Brethren at Albany. He told 
them, that a new Governor was arrived, who had 
brought a great many Soldiers from England. That 
the King of England had declared W a:r againft France, 
and that the People of New-England were fitting out 
Ships againfl: Canada. He advifed them, that they 
fuould not hearken to the Frencb, for when they talk 
ofPeace,faidhe,Waris in their Heart,and defired them 
to enter into no Treaty but at Albany, for the French, 
hefaid,would mind noAgreementmadeany whereelfe. 

After this they had Confultations for fame Time 
together, and then gave the following Anfwer by 
their Speaker. 

Brethren, our Fire burns at Albml)'. \Ve will not 
fend Dekanafora to Cadarackui. \V c adhere to our 
old Chain with Cor/ear; we will profecute the V.l ar 
with !Yonondio, and will follow yonr Advice in draw
ing off our Men fron1 Cadarac,tui. Brethren, we are 
glad to hear the News you tell us, but tell us no I ,ies. 

Brother Kinjho11, we hear you defign to fend Sol
diers to the eafrward againfi the lmlirms there ; but 
we advife you, now fo many are united againft the 
French, to fall immediately on them. Strike at the 
Root, when the Trubk · fhall le cut do'.vr., the 
Branches fall of Cou r~:. 
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Corlear and Kinjhon, Courage ! Courage ! In the CH A •· 

Spring to ~ebeck, take that Place, and you'll have · 
your Feet on the Necks of the French, and all their """"-'_....,..• 
Friends in America. 

After this they agreed to the following :Anfwer 
to be fent to the Goven~or of Canada. 

r. Tonondz:o, you have notified your Return to 
tls, and that you hav~ brought back 13 of our 
People that were carried to France, we are glad of 
it. You de fire us to meet you at Cadarackui next 
Spring, to treat of the old Chain ; but Tonondio., 
how can we truft you, after you have acred deceit
fully fo often? Witnefs what was done at Cada
rackui; the Ufage our Meffengers met with at Uta
wawa, and what was done to the Senekas at Utawawa. 
This was their Anfwer; however, they fent a Belt 
with this, which always fhews a Difpofition to treat. 

2. Therhanfera, Oghu~[fe and Ertel, do you ob
ferve Friendfhip with us, if you have not, how come 
you to advife us to renew Friendfhip with Tonondio., 
they fent them likewife a Belt ? 

3· 'Iawerahet, the whole Council is glad to 
hear, that you are returned with the other twelve. 
Yonondio, you muft fend hume crawerahet and the 
others this very Winter, before Sprin.r.2·, and we will 
fave all the French that we ha~e Priioners till that 
Time. 

4. ToJJondio, you defire to fpeak with us at 
Cadarackui : Don't you know that your Fire there is 
extinguifhed ? It is extinguifhed with Blood, you 
muft fend home the Prifoners in the firft Place. 

5· :V re let you know that we have made Peace 
with the fVagunhas. 

6. You are not to think, that we have laid down 
the Axe, becaufe we return an .linfwer ; \\ e intend 
no fuch Thing: Our Far-fighters ihall continue the 
\Yar till our Countrymen retu~n. 

7. \V hen our Brother 'I'a·-;.verab:~ 1s returned, 
then vill we fpe1k o yot of Peac . 

A 
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CH A P. As foon as the Council broke up, their Refolu
, Ill. tions were made publick to all their People, by the 
~' Sachems of their feveral Nations. 

Two Sachems were fent to Alban)', by their gene
ral Council, to inform their Brethren there of their 
Refolutions, and to bring back the Contents of the 
Letters fent from Ca1tada to the Jefuit. 

As foon as they arrived, one of the Mohawks, that 
had been fent from Albany to the Council, delivered 
the Wagunha Belt, and repeated over diftinCl:ly all 
the Articles agreed to with that Nation, and referred 
to the Onondaga Speaker, being one of thofe fent by 
the Council of Albany, to recite the Anfwer to the 
Governor of Canada. He riling tlp, repeated over 
the whole as before fet down, and added ; The 
French are full of Deceit; but I call God to witnefs, 
we have hitherto ufed no Deceit with them, but how 
we fhall aCl: for the future, Time only can difco
ver. Then he alfured the Brethren, that the Five 
Nations were refolved to profecute the War, in 

• Peter Token whereof he prefented * §2_yider with a Belt, 
~chyler, in which three Axes were reprefented. Perhaps by 
~~or of this Reprefentation only three Nations joined in 

any. fending it, the Cayugas and Oneydoes being more un-
, der the Influence of the J efuit Milet, who lived among 

them intirely, according to their Manner of Life, and 
was adopted by the Oneydoes, and made one of their 
Sac hems. The Letters from Canada to him were 
read, they contained nothing but common News and 
Compliments. 

The Mohawk Melfengers, that had been fent 
from Albany, had carried with then1 Goods to fell 
at the general Co-uncil. This was taken Notice 
of at the general Council, and gave the Indians a 
mean Opinion of the People of Albany, and particu
larly of Peter Schyler; for it is exceedingly fcandalous 
among the IndiaJ.Zs, to employ a Merchant in pub
lick Affairs ; Merchants, ( 1 mean the Traders with 
the Indians) are looked upon by them as Liars, and 

People 
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People not to be trufl:ed, and of no Credit, who by 
their Thoughts being continually turned upon Profit 
and Lofs, confider every Thing with that private 
View. As this made a Noife at Albany, by its giving 
the J efuit an Opportunity of fetting the Meffengers 
from Albany in an ill Light, Peter Scheyler cleared 
himfelf by Oath, ot his having any Interefl: direCl:ly 
or indirectly in thofe Goods, and fent a Belt back 
with his publick J uftification. The Mobawk Mef
fengers had refufed to take the Goods, as being fcan· 
dalous to the Bnfinefs they went on ; but were per
iuaded, by being told that the Goods belonged to 
~ider. , 

The Magifhates of Albany advifed the Sachems, 
to fen:! the J efuit Prifoner to Albany, where he 
might be kept fecurely, without having it in his 
Power to do Mifchief, but they could not prevail. 
The Indians were refolved to keep all the Means of 
n1aking Peace in their ow.n Hands. 

C II A P. IV. 

crbe French furpr£fe ScheneB:ady. The Mohawks 
Speech of Condoleance on that Occajion. 

113 

·THE Count De Fronten~c being defir?us, as.b_e- CH A P. 
fore obferved, to ra1fe the droopmg Sptnts IV. 

of the ·French in Canada, by keeping them in Action,~ 
"and engaging the moll: daring of them, in Enter-
prizes that might give Courage to the reft, had fent 
out three Parties againft the Englifh Colonies) in 
Hopes thereby to lelfen the Confidence w hi eh the ' 
Five Nations had in the Englifh Affiftance, now that 
England had dec1arerl. War againft France. The 
Party fent againfi:!vew-lork was commanded by Monfr. 
De Ht!rville, and was order~d to attempt the furprifing 
of Sch.:nenat{y, the nearefl: Village to the Mobaw.b ; 
It confifled of r 50 French Bufh-lopers or Indian 

I "Traders, 
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C H A r. Traders, and of a.s many Indians) the mofl: of them 

IV. French Converts from the Mohawh, commonly cal-
~ led the Ptaying Indians, fettled at a Place near 

Montreal, called Gahnuaga. 'I'hey were well ac
quainted with all that Part of the Country round 
Scbtneftady ; and came in Sight of the Place the 8th 
of February 1 68 9· 90. 

The People of Scheneftady were at that Time in 
·the greateft Security, notwithftanding that they had 
lhformation from the Indians, of a Party of French, 
and French India1zs being upon their March that 
Way. They did not think it praeti~able, in that 
Seafon of the Year, while it was extremely cold, 
and the whole Country covered with Snow. Indeed 
Europeans will hardly think it poflible, that Men 
could mak~ fuch a March through the Wildernefs 
in the feveteft Frofts, without any Covering from 
the He~vens~ or any Provifion, except what they 
carried on their Backs. 

Tho' the People of S chenectady were informed in 
-the Evening before the Place was furprifed, that 
feveral fculking Indians were feen near the Place, 
they concJuded, that they could be only fome of the 
neighbouring Indiaw ; and as they had no Officer af 
any Efteem among them, not a fingle Man could be 
perfuaded to watch in fuch fevere Weather, tho', 
as the French owned afterwards, if they had found 
the leafl: Guard or Watch, they would not have at
tempted the Place~ but have fm·rendered themfelves 
;l>rifoners: They were fo exceeding! y difirdfed with 
the Length of their March, and with Cold, and 
Hunger, but finding the Place in fatal Security, they 
marched into the Heart of the Village, without 
being difcovered by any one Perfon; then they 
raifed their War Shout, entered the Houfes, murder
ed every Perfon they met, Men, Women, and 
Children, naked and in cold Blood ; and at the 
fame Time fet Fire to the Houfes. A very few 
efcaped, by running out naked into the '-IVoods ~n 

thlS 
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this terrible Weather: And feveralhid themfelves, till CHAp. 

the firft Fury of the Attack was over ; but thefe VI. 
were foon driven from their lurking Places by the~ 
Fire, and were all made Prifoners. 

Captain Alexander Glen, at this Time, lived at a 
Diftance by himfelf, on the other Side of the River, 
and was the moft noted Man in the Place. He 
had at feveral Times been kind to the French, who 
had been taken Prifoners by the Mohawks, and had 
faved feveral of them from the Fire. The French 
were fenfible what Horror this cruel facking of 
a defencelefs Place, and murdering People in cold 
Blood, muft raife in Mens Minds ; and to leffen this, 
they refol ved to £hew their Gratitude to Captain 
Glen. They had paffed his Houfe in the Night, and 
obferving that he fiood on his Defence the next Morn
ing, fome of them went to the River Side, and cal
ling to him, aifured him, that they defigned him 
no Injury. They perfuaded him to come to the 
French Officer, who refiored to him all his Re
lations that were Prifoners. 

Some Mohawks being alfo found in the Vil1age, 
the French difmiffed them, with A.ffurance, that 
they defigned them no Hurt. 

This ConduCt was not only necdfary to promote 
the Peace which the Count De Frontenac with fa 
much Earnefl:nefs defired, but likewife to fecure 
their Retreat, by making the Mohawks lefs eager to 
purfue them. 

The French marched back, without reaping any 
vifible Advantage from this barbarous Enterprize, 
befides the murdering fixty-three innocent Perfons 
in cold Blood, and carrying twenty-feven of them 
away Prifoners. 

The Care the French took to footh the Mohawks 
had not intirely it's Effect, for as foon as they heard 
of this Action, a hundred of their readieft young 
Men purfued the French, fell upon their Rear, and 
killed ~Uld took twenty-five of them. 

I 2 This 
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CHAP. This AC1:ion frightened the Inhabitants in and 

I\' . about Albany [o much, that many refolved to defert 
~the Place, and retire to New-Ycrk. They were pack

ing up and preparing for this Purpofe, when the Mo
hawk Sachems came to A!bany to condole, according 
to their Cufl:om, with thr.ir Friends , when any Mif
fortune befals them. I .!hall give their Speech on this 
Occafion, as it will be oflJfe to the Reader, in order 
to his forming a true Notion of the Indian Genius. 
They fpoke the twenty-fifth of March as follows. 

" Brethren, the Murder of our Brethren at Sche
" neftady by the French grieves us as much, as if it 
" had been done to our fel ves, for we are in the fame 
" Chain ; and no Doubt our Brethren of Ntw-Eng
" land will be likewi{e fadly affected with this cruel 
" ACI:ion of the French. The French on this Occa
t' fion have not acted like brave I\1en, but like 
" 'I'hie es and Robbers. Be not therefore difcou
" raged. We give this Belt to wipe aW(}J )'OUr 'fears. 

" Brethren, we lament the Death of fo many of our 
'' Brethren, whofe Blood has beenfhed at Scbenellady. 
" We don't think that what the French have done can 
" be called a Victory, it is only a farther Proof of their 
" cruel Deceit. The Governor of Canada fends to 
" OnondtJga, and talks to us of Peace with our whole 
" I-Ioufe, but War was in his Heart, as you now fee 
'' by woful Experience. l-Ie did the fame formerly 
" at Cadarackui, and in the Senekas Country. This 
'' is the third Time he has aCted fo deceitfully. He has 
" broken open our Houfe at both Ends, formerly 
" in the Senekas Country, ai1d now here. vVe hope 
'' however to be revenged of them. One I-lundred 
" of our bravcft young l\rlen are in Purfuit of them, 
'' they are brilk Fellows, and they will follow the 
'' [irenc; to their Doors. We w111 befet them fo 
" clofd v, that not a 1\1an in Ca;zada !hall dare to i1ep 
" out of· Doors to cut a Stick of VVood ; But now 1.0~ 
"· ... o-rt ber r;p our Dead, to buiJ tho:J, by this fecond 
"B._lt. 

\.( B:ethren, 
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" Brethren, we came from our Caftles with Tears C H A p. 

" in our Eyes, to bemoan the Bloodfhed at Se be- V I. 
" ntflady by the Perfidious French. While we bury ~ 
" our Dead murdered at Schenectady, we know not 
" what may have befallen our own People, that are in 
" Purfuit of the Enemy, they may be dead; what has 
" befallen you m.ty happen to us; and therefJre we 
" cotne to bury cur Brethren at ScheneCl:ady with 
" this third B~lt. 

" Great and fudden is the Mifchief, as if it had fal- -
" len from Heaven upon us. Our Forefathers taught 
" us to go with all Speed to bemoan and lament with 
" our Brethren, when any Difafter or Misfortune hap-
" pens to any in our Chain. Take this Bill of Vi-
" gilance, that you may be more watchful for the fu-
" ture. lYe give our Brethren Eye-Water to make 
" them £harp fighted, giving a fourth Belt. 

" We are now come to the Houfe where we ufual
" ly renew the Chain ; but ahs ! we find the Houfe 
" polluted, polluted with Blood. All the Fi.ve Nati
" ons have heard of this, and we are come to wipe 
" away the Blood, and clean the 1-Ioufe. 'l-.7 e come 
" to invite C01-lcar, and every one of you, and Qy,ider 
" (calling to every one of the principal Men prefent by 
" their Names) to be revenged of tbe Enemy, by this 
" fifth Belt. 

'~ Brethren, be not difcouraged, we are !hang enough. 
" This is the Beginning of your War, and the whole 
" Houfe have their Eyes fixed upon you at this Time, 
" to obferve your Behaviour. T'hc y wait your Moti
" on, and ar~ ready to join in any refolute Meafures. 

" Our Chain is a fl:rong Chain, it is a Silver Chain, 
" it can neither ruft nor be broken. We, as to our 
" Parts, are refolute to continue the War. 

" We will never defift, fo long as a Man of us re
" mains. Take Heart, do not pack up and go 
,, away, * this will give l-feart to a dafl:ardly Enemy. 

* This was fpoke to the Englijh, who . were about removing 
from .1/h(my. 

I 3 "\Ve 
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C H A p. '' We are of the Race of the Bear, and a Bear you 

IV. " know never yields, while one Drop of Blood is left. 
~"We muft all be Bears; giving a fixth Belt. 

" Brethren be patient, this Difafter is an AfHiCtion 
" which has fallen from Heaven upon us. The Sun, 
" which hath been cloudy, and fent this Difafter, will 
" fhine again with its pleafant Beams. Take Courage, 
" fa id he, Courage, repeating the Word feveral Times 
." as they gave a feventh Belt. 

( 'I'o the Engli£h. ) 

Brethren, three Years ago we were engaged in a 
bloody War with the Fren_ch, and you encouraged 
us to proceed in it. Our Succefs anfwered our Ex
peCtation ; but we were not well begun, when Cor· 
/ear ftopt us from going on. Had you permitted u 
to go on, the French would not now have been able 
to do the Mifchief, they have done, we would have 
prevented their [owing, planting or reaping. 

We would have humbled them effeetua11y, but 
now we dye. The ObftruCl:ions you then made now 
ruin us. Let us after this be fteady, and take no fuch 
falfe Mea(ures for the future, but profecute the War 
vigoroujly. Giving a Bever Skin. 

The Brethren muft keep good Watch, and if the 
Enemy come again, fend more fpeedily to us. Don't 
defert Scheneftady. The Enemy will glory in feeing 
it defolate. It will give them Courage that had 
none before, fortify the Place, it is not well fortified 
now : The Stockadoes are too fhort, the Indians can 
jump over them. Gave a Bever Skin. 

Brethren, The Mifchief done at Scbeneftady can
not be helped now ; but for the future, when the 
Enemy appears any where, let nothing hinder your 
fending to us by Expreffes, and fire great Guns, 
that all may be alarmed. We advife you to bring 
all the River Indians under your SubjeCtion to live 
P,~~r Albany, to be ready on all Occafions. 

· Send 
' . 
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Send to New- England, tell them what has hap- CH A P. 

pened to you. They will undoubtedly awake and IV. 
lend us their helping Hand. It is their Intereft, as~ 
much as ours, to pufh the War to a fpeedy Conclu-
fion. Be not difcouraged, the French are not fo nu-
merous as fame People talk. If we but heartily unite 
to pulh on the War, and mind our Btijinefs, the 
French will Joon be fubdued. 

The Magifirates having returned an Anfwer on 
the twenty feventh, to the SatisfaCtion of the Indi
ans, they repeated it all over, Word by Word, to 
let the Magiftrates fee how carefully they minded 
it, and then added, 

Brethren, we are glad to find you are not difcou .. 
raged. The beft and wifeft Men fometimes make 
Miftakes. Let us now purfue the War vigoroufly. 
We have t1 hundred Men out, they are good Scouts. 
vVe expect to meet all the Sacbems of the other Na
tions, as they come to condole with you. You need 
not fear our being ready, at the firft Notice. Our Ax 
is always in O\Jr Hands, but take Care that you be 
timely ready. Your Ships, that muft do the prin
cipal Work, are long a fitting out. We do not de
fign to go out with a fmall Company, or in fculking 
Parties ; but as foon as the Nations can meet, we 
fuall be ready with o1u whole Force. If you 
would bring this War to a happy Hfue, you muft 
begin foon, before the French can recover the Lof
fes they have received from u~, and get new Vi
gour and L. fe, therefore fend in all Hafte to New
England. Neither you nor we can continue long in 
the Condition we are now in, we muft order Mat
ters fo, that the French be kept in continual Fear 
and Alarm at home; for this is the only Way to 
be fecure, and in Peace here. 

The Scahkok Indians, in our Opinion, are well 
placed where thev are (to the Northward of Alba
ny); they are a good Out-guard; they are our Chil
dren, and we fuall take Care that they do their 

. I 4 Duty: 
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CHAP. Duty: But you muft take Care of the Indians below 

IV. the Town, place them nearer the Town, fo as they 
'-'v--1 may be of mo.ft Service to )'OU. 

Here we fee the M1hawks att:ing like hearty 
Friends, and if the \T alue of the Belts given at that 
Time be confidered, together with what they faid 
on that Occafton, they gave the ftrongeft Proofs of 
their Sincerity. Each of thefe Belts amount to a 
large Sum in the Indian Account. 

The Englijh of New-York and the French of Ca
uada were now entering into a War, in which the 
Part the Five Nations are to take is of the greateft 
Confequence to both ; the very Being of the French 
Colony depended on it, as well as the Safety of the 
Englijh. The Indians at this Time had the greateft 
Averfion to the French, and they defired nothing 
fo much, as that the Engli/h might join heartily in 
this War. We ihall fee by the Sequel how a pub lick 
Spirit, dirett:ed by wife Counfels, can overcome all 
Difficulties, while a felfifh Spirit lofes all, even natural 
Advantages. In the prefentCafe, the Turn Things took 
feeri1s to have been entirely owing to one Thing. The 
French in making the Count de Frontenac Governor of 
Canada, chafe the Man every Way the beft qualified 
for this Service : The Englifh feemed to have little 
Regard to the OEalification of the Perfon they fent, 
but to gratify a Relation or a Friend, by giving him 
an Opportunity to make a Fortune ; and as he knew 
that he was recommended with this View, his 
Counfels were chiefiy employed for this Purpo{e. 

By this Means an Englifh Governor generally wants 
the Eiteem o[ the Peo~Je ; while they think that a 
Governor has not the Good of the People in View, 
but his o\vn, they on all Occafions are jealous of 
him ; fo that even a good Governor, with more Dif
ficulty, purfues generous Purpofes and publick Be
nefits, becaufe the People fufpe[t them to be mere 
:Pretences to cover a private Defign. It is for this 
l{e~ron, that any l\1an, oppofing a Governor, is 

fure 
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fure to meet with the Favour of the People, almofl: 
In every Cafe. On the other Hand, the Opinion 
the French had of the Count de Frontenac's publick 
Spirit, and of his \Vifdom and Diligence, made them 
enter into all his Meafures without hefitating, and 
chearfully obey all his Commands. 

CHAP. V. 

The Five Nations continue the War with tht 
French ; tl.Je Mohawks incline to Peace ; 
their Coriferences with the Governor of New
York. 

T HE Go'vernor of Canada received Hopes thatcH A P: 
the Fh,e Nations incliPed to Peace, by their V. 

returning an Anfwer to 'I'herawaet's Meff'age, and '-"'Y'J 
thought he might now venture to fend fame French 
to them with further Propofals. The Chevalier 
D'O, with an_ Interpreter cailed Collin, and fome 
others, went; but they had a much warmer Recep-
tion than they expected, being forced to run the 
Gauntlet through a long Lane of Indians, as they 
entered their Caflle, and were afterwards delivered 
up Prifoners to the Englijh. 

The Five Nations kept out at this Time fmall 
Parties, that continually haraff'ed the French. The 
Count de Frontenac fent Captain Lou'uigni to Mtjjili
makinak, to relieve the Garifon, and he had Orders, by 
all Means, to prevent the Peace which the Utawa
was and Qyatoghies were upon the Point of conclu
ding with the Five Nations. He carried with him 
one hundred forty three French, and fix Indians, and 
was likewife accompanied with a Lieutenant and 
thirty Men, till he got one hundred twenty Miles 
from Montreal. They were met in Cadarackui R:'ver, 

at 
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CHAP. at a Place called the Cats, by a Party of the Fivt 

v. Nations, who fell vigoroufly on their Canoes, killed 
~ feveral of the French, and made them give Way ; 

but Louvigni, by putting his Men a!hore, at lafl: got 
the better, after a fmart Engagement, in which the 
Indians had feveral Men killed, and two Men, and 
as many Women, taken Prifoners. I am obliged to 
rely on the French Account of thefe Skirmifhes; 
they do not mention the Number of the Indians in 
this Rencounter, but I fufpett them to have been 
much fewer than the French ; for when the Enemy 
are equal in Number, or greater, they feldom for
get to tell it. One of the Indian Prifoners was car
ried by them to Mijfilimackinak, to confirm this Vic
tory, and was delivered to the Utawawas, who eat 
him. The Lieutenant carried the other back with 
him. He was given to 'I'berawaet. 

To revenge this Lofs, the Five Nations fent a 
Party againft the Jfland of Montreal, who fell on 
that Part called the 'l'rembling Point; and though 
they were difcovered before they gave their Blow, 
they attacked a Party of regular Troops, and killed 
the commanding Officer, and twelve of his Men: 
Another Party carried off fifteen or fixteen Prifoners 
from Riviere Puante, over againfl: Trois Rivieres. 
This Party was purfued, and finding that they were 
like to be overpowered., murdered their Prifoners 
and made their Efcape. Thefe lncurfions kept all 
the River, from Montreal to flgebeck, in continual 
Alarm, and obliged the Governor to fend all the 
Soldiers to guard the fouth Side of the River. Not· 
withftanding this, five Perfons were carried a .. 
way in Sight of Sorel Fort, by a fmall lkulking 
Party, but they were foon afterwards recovered by the 
Soldiers. About the fame Time another Party burnt 
the Plantations at St. Ours. 

The Ft've Nations had conceived great Hopes 
from the Aitftance of the Englijh, as the Magtf

trates 
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trates of Albany had promifed the 1\.fohawks, when C H A p. 
they came to condole, after the furprifing of Sche- V. 
neltady ; but th~ Englijh were fo far from perform-~ 
ing thefe Promtfes, that many of the Inhabitants 
retired from Albany to New-York; and they who 
had the Adminifiration of Affairs, were fo intent on 
their party QEarrels, that they intirely neglected the 
Indian Affairs. Indeed the People of New-York 
have too often made large Promifes, and have 
thereby put the Indians upon bold Enterprizes, 
when no Meafures were concerted for fupporting 
them. This made the Indians think, that the Eng-
lifh were lavifu of Indian Lives and too careful of 
their own. The lvfobawks, who lived neareft the 
Englijh, were mofl: fenfible of thefe Things, and 
foon entertained NotioP-s prejudicial to the Opinion 
they ought to have had of the Englifh Prudence and 
ConduCt ; it is even prqbable, thefe Indians began 
to entertain a mean Opinion of both the Englijh 
Courage and Integrity. It is not ftrange then, that 
the Mohawks at lafi gave Ear to the affiduous Ap
plication of their Countrymen, the praying Indians., 
who, with French Arguments, perfuaded them to 
make Peace as foon as poffible, without trufting 
longer to the Englijh, who had fo often difappointed 
or deceived them. 

The Mohawks fent one of their Sachems, Odiga
cege, to the praying Indians, who introduced him to 
the Count de Frontenac. The Count made him 
welcome, and told him, that he was forry for the 
Injuries his Predeceifors had done them ; but that 
he would treat them Jike Friends, if their future 
ConduCt did not prevent him, and gave him a Belt, 
with Propofa1s of Peace to his Nation. 

Colonel Slaughter, who was then Governor of 
New-Y<Jrk, being informed that the Five Nations 
were Jike to make Peace with the French, by their 
having 1ofl: much of their Confidence in the Englijb 
Affiflance, found it necelfary to meet them, which 

he 
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CH A P. he did in the End of May I 69 r. There were 

V. prefent at that Time fix Oneydo, eleven Onondaga, 
'- + ' four Cayuga, and ten Seneka Sachems. He renewed 

the Covenant with them, and gave them Prefents. 
The Mohawks having entered into a Treaty w~th 
the French, did not join with the other four Nati
ons in their Anfwer. 

On the fecond of ]une the Speaker, in Name of 
the other four Nations, told him, they were glad 
to fee a Governor again in this Place ; that they had 
learned from their Anceftors, that the firft Ship 
which arrived in this Country furprized them ex
ceedingly ; that they were curious to know what 
was in its huge Belly. They found Chriftians in 
it, and among them one ]acques, with whom they 
made a Chain of Friendfhip, which has been pre
ferved to this Day. By that Chain it was agreed, 
that whatever Injury was done to the one, fuould 
be deemed, by both Sides, as Jikewife done to the 
other. Then they mentioned the Confufion that 
had lately been in the Government of New-Yvrk, 
which had like to have confounded all their Af
fairs, but hoped all would be reduced to their wonted 
Order and ~iet. They complained of feveral of 
the Brethren leaving Albany in Time of Danger, 
and praifed thofe by Name who ftaid, and then 
faid: Our Tree of Peace, which grows in this Place, 
has of late been n1uch fhaken, we mufl: now fecure 
and fafien its Roots ; we mu£1: frequently manure 
and drefs it, that its Roots may fpread far. 

They affured the Governor, that they were re
folved to profecute the w·ar againfl: the French as 
long as they lived, and that they would never [peak 
of Peace, but with the comtnon Confent. They 
abhor thofe that do otherwife, and defired that the 
Brethren might not keep a Conefpondence with 
Canada by Letters. You need not (faid they) prefs 
us to mind the War, we mind it above all Things; 
do you but your Parts, lay afide all other Thoughts 

but 
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but that of the War, for it is the only Thing we CH A p.' 
have at Heart. They gave Bevers at the End of V. 
every diftinCl: Part of their Anfwer. ~ 

On the fourth the Mohawks fpoke to the Go
vernor, in Prefence of the other four Nations : 
They confeffed the Negotiations they had with the 
Praying Indians, and with the Governor of Canada, 
and that they had received a Belt from him. Then 
they reftored one of the Prifoners taken at Sche
neftady, as the Fruit of that Negotiation. They 
defired the Governor's Ad vice, and the Ad vice of 
the whole Houfe, what Anfwer to return to tae 
Governor of Canada; and laftly, defired the Senekas 
to re1eafe the Prifoners they had taken from the 
Praying Indians. 

Colonel Slaughter check'd the Mohawks for en
tering into a feparate Treaty with the Enemy, and 
faid he could admit of no Propofals of Peace. He 
told them, that the Prifoners taken from the Pray
ing Indians mufl: not be refl:ored; putting them in 
mind, that fome of them .having been formerly re
leafed, foon after returned and murdered feveral 
People, and burnt feveral Houfes. 

He affured them of his Affifl:ance, and then ad
ded, You mufl: keep the Enemy in perpetual A
larm. The Mobawks thanked him for his Affurance 
of Affifl:ance ; but took Notice of his faying, You 
mufl: keep the Enemy in perpetual Alarm. Why 
don't you fay, they replied, We will keep the En e
my in perpetual Alarm. In the ]aft Place, the Mo
haUJks renewed their League with all the Eng!ijb 
Colonies ; adding, Though an angry Dog has en
deavoured to bite the Chain in Pieces, we are re
folved to keep it firm, both in Peace and in War =. 

ve now renew the old Chain, that fo the Tree ot 
Peace and Profperity may flouriili, and fprcad its 
Roots through all the Country. 

In 
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Tn the laft Place, the four Nations anf wered the 

Mohawks. 
" Mohawks, our Brethren, in anfwer to your 

' 4:' Propofals from the Governor of Canada, we muft 
~' put you in Mind of his Deceit and Treachery ; 
'' we need only give one recent Inftance, how he 
" lately fent to the Senekas to treat of Peace, and at 
" the fan1e Time fell upon Scbenetlady, and cut that 
" Place off. We te11 you, that the Belt fent by 
" the Fre1tcb Governor is Poifon ; we fpew it out of 
" our Mouths, we abfolutely reject it, and are re
" folved to profecute the War as long as we live." 
Then they left the Belt lying on the Ground. 

CHAP. VI. 

Cf'he Englifh attack Montreal by Land, t'n Con .. 
juntlion with the Indians, and ~beck by 
Sea. 

CH A p. I T was now evident that the Indians could no 
Y I. longer be amufed with Words, and that, unlefs 

'--v--1 the Engtijh entered foon upon Action, the French 
would carry their Defign of making Peace with the 
Firr.;e Nations, and the EJJglifh be left to carry on the 
War in America by themfelves. Certainly a more 
proper Opportunity of doing it with Succefs could 
not be expected, than at prefent, while the French 
in Canada had neither recovered their Spirits, nor 
the Strength they had loft, by the terrible lncurfi
ons of the Five Nations. A joint Invafion on Cana
da was concerted with New-England, they were to 
attack ffl..!.tebeck by Sea, while New-York attacked 
Montreal by Land. The Governor therefore pro
pofed to the Indians to join with him in attacking 
Canada, for which Purpofe he told them, that he 

... defigned 
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defigned to fend a confiderable Force this Summer. CHAP. 
They defired Time to confult on it at their general VI. 
Meeting, which was foon to be held at Onondaga, ~ 
and to know what Nmnber of Chrifl:ians he defign-
ed to fend, that they might join a fuitable Number 
of their Men. To this the Governor anfwered, that 
he muft not communicate the Particulars of his De-
fign to fo many, becaufe they could not then be 
kept fecret from the Enen1 y ; as he found by the 
Difcoveries that were laft Year made to the French 
by that Means. 

It was at lafl: agreed, that the Mohawks fhould 
join with the Chriftians that were to march from 
New-Tork directly againfl: Montreal, and that the 
other four Nations fuould fend a confiderable Party 
down Cadarackui Lake, and join them before Mont
real. 

Major Peter Schuyler, the fame whom the Indians 
call 5?Z,uider, commanded he arty fent from New
:York, which confifl:ed of three hundred Men, one 
half Chrifl:ians, the other Mohawks and Scahkook • 
Indians. I-fe fet out from Albany about Midfum
mer. As he was preparing his Canoes to pafs Cor
tear's Lake, he was difcover.ed by the French lndi
'(lns, who immediately returned to Mo1ttreal, to give 
Information of what they had feen. The Cheva
lier C!ermont was fent out to make further Difco
veries : He found the Englifh above Chamblie, and 
went immediately back with the Intelligence he 
there gained. In the mean while Mr. de Callieres, 
Governor of Montreal, did all in his Power to give 
Major Schuyler a proper Reception, by drawing the 
Militia and regular Troops together for the Defence 
of the Place. There happened to be a very con .. 
fiderable Number of Utawawas trading at that Time 
at M ontreal, Mr. de Colliere, in Order to engage 
them to join him, made a great Feaft for them, 
went among them, and, after the Indian Manner, 
began tHe war Song, leading up the Dance with his 

I A~ 
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CH A P. Axe in his Hand, and fhouting and hollowing in 

.V. the fame wild Manner the Indians do. This done, 
~ he carried his whole Force, which confifted of 

twelve hundred Men, crofs the River, and en
camped on the fouth Side, at !a Prairie de la Mag
deleine .. together with a great Number of Utawawas, 
the Praying Indians, and other Frencb Indians. The 
famous 'Iherawaet being now entirely gained by the 
Careffes of the Count de Frontenac, made one of the 
Number. They encamped round the Fort, which 
flood on a fl:eep riling Ground between two l\1ea
dows. 

Major Scbuyler having ]eft forty of his Men to 
gua-rd his Canoes, w hi eh had carried him crofs the 
Lake, marched on without flopping. He got into 
a I-Iollow, which led into the Meadow, without 
being difcovered ; and marching under t,hat Cover, 
he fell fuddenly upon the Militia, who were foon 
put into Confufion, and many of them, and of the 
Utawawas, who were pofl:ed with them, were kill
ed. He purfued them as they fled to the Fort, 
which he attacked bri1k1y, but was obliged to leave 
it, by the Approach of the regular Troops who 
catne to relieve it. He received them however 
bravely, and, after they had loft feveral Officers 
and many Men, they retired. Major Schu)'ler find
ing the Number of the Enemy much greater than 
was expeC!:ed, and being informed that a confider
able Party of the Enemy had marched Southward, 
he begrm to apprehend, that this Party was fent to 
cut off his Retreat, by deflroying his Canoes. It 
was refolved therefore immediately to follow this 
Party ; he overtook them, and they covering thetn
felves behind fome large fallen Trees, he attacked 
them, and made his Way through them, but with 
confiderable Lofs. 

In this Attack the l\4ohawks fignalized them
felves, but the Scahk?ok Indians did not beha\'e 
themfelves wel'l~ 1'he lv1ohawk.r, upon no Occafi-

I 
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on, yielded an Inch of Ground, till the Englijh fidt C a A P. 
gave Way. The French, by their own Accounts, VI. 
loft, in the feveral Attacks made by Schuyler, two~ 
Captains, fix Lieutenants, and five Enfigns, and, · 
in all, three hundred Men, fo that their Slain wece 
in Number more than Major Schuyler had with him. 
The Mohawks fuffered much, having feventeen Men 
killed, and eleven wounded. They returned to Al-
bartJ the eleventh of Auguft. 

After the Englifh under Major Schuyler had re
tired, an Owenagunga Indian came from New-Eng
land, with an Account of the Preparations made there 
againft Canada, and that they had actually fail
ed. 

This Fleet, which was commanded by Sir William 
Phips, was difcovered in St. Laurence Bay, while the 
Count de Frontenac remained at Montreal; and there
upon he made all poffible I-Iafte to fjgebeck, and car
ried three hundred Men with him. 

The Fleet, which confifted of thirty Sail, did 
not reach f?<Jebeck till the feventh of October. Sir 
William fpent three Days in nothing but Confultati
on, while the French made all poffible Preparation 
for a Defence, and, by this Means, fuffered them 
to get over the Fright and Confiernation, into which 
the firft Appearance of the Fleet had thrown them; 
for the Place was not in any Pofture of Defence. 
It gave them Time likewife to draw all the Country 
round them into the Town. And on the fourth Day 
Sir William fummoned the Count to furrender, who 
returned him fuch an Anfwer as his Condutt deferv· 
ed. 

The Engli/h landed four Miles below the Town, 
and had thick Woods to march through, before 
they could come at it, in which Ambufcades of 
French and Indians were made at proper Diftances, 
by whom the Englifh were: repulfed with confiderable 
Lofs. - They attempted the Wood again the next 
D.ty with no better Succefs. 

K The 
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CHAP. The Frtnch, in their Account of this ACtion, fay, 

VI. that the Men, though they appeared to be as little 
~ di{ciplined as Men could be, behaved with great 

Bravery, but that Sir Willianz's ConduCt was fuch, 
that, if he had been in Concert with them, he 
could not have done more to ruin the Enterprize ; 
yet his Fidelity was never fufpeCted. In fhort, this 
Defcent was fo ill managed, that the Englifh got 
on Board again in the Night, with the Lofs of all 
the Cannop and Baggage which they had land
ed. 

The French thought themfelves in fuch gr~at 
Danger at that Time, that they attributed their De
liverance to the moft immediate ProteCtion of Hea
ven, in confounding the Devices of their Enemy, 
and by depriving them of common Senfe ; and for 

. this Reafon the People of ~ebeck make an annu
al Proceffion, in Commemoration of this Deliver· 
ance. 

Sir William cannonaded the Town for fome Time 
with little Execution, and then returned in Haft, 
Winter approaching ; indeed that Seafon was alrea
dy fo far advanced, that he loft eight Veffels in his 
Return. 

The Five NatimJS continued their Incurfious all a
long St. Laurence R iver, from Montreal to §!gebeck, 
and carried away many Scalps. At one Time a 
French Officer, with thirty eight Men, furprifed 
fame of the Fi·ve ]\Tatio11s in a Cabin, which they 
had built near Lake St. Piere. Some of them efcaped 
and informed two other Cabins, which the French 
had not difcovered, and they returned with their Com
panions, and killed the Captain and Lieutenant, and 
one half of the Men. 

Notwithfl:anding that the French preferved their 
Country, thefe warlike Expeditions, and the Necef
.fity they were under of being on their Guard, pre
vented their cultivating the Ground, or of reaping 
the Fruit of what they had fowed or planted. This 

• . 1 occafioned 



Part II. FIVE INDIAN NAT:IoNs, &c. 
occafioned a Famine in Canada, and, to increafe 
the Mifery of the poor Inhabitants, they were 
forced to feed the Soldiers gratis, w hi!e their own 
Children wanted Bread. 

In October the Onondagas, Cayugas, and Oneydoes 
came to Alban)', to condole with the Englijh, for the 
Men loft in the Expedition againft Montreal, as they 
had already done with the Mobawks. They faid 
it was ever their Cuftom to condole with their Friends 
when they loft any Number of Men in Battle, 
though they had the Victory. They at the fame 
Time, as they had often done before, complained 
of the Dearnefs of Powder : Why, fay they, do you 
call us your King's Soldiers, when you will not fell 
us Powder at the ufual and reafonab1e Rates? 

And in anfwer to a Complaint, of there not being 
a fufficient Number of Englijh fent againft Montreal, 
the People of Albany upbraided them with a Breach 
of Promife, in not fending that Party down Cada
rackui River which they promifed, which they faid 
was the chief Reafon of the want of Succefs in that 
Expedition. 

C HA P. VII. 

'!'he French and the Five Nations contt"nue the 
War all JVinter with various Succefs. 'Ihe 
French burn a Captain of the Five Nations 
alive. 

T HE old French Governor kept up his Vi- C H A p; 
gour and Spirits wonderfully, no Fatigue VII. 

made him ever think of Reft. He knew of what """"'·!'V 
Ufe it would be to convince the Five Nations, that 
the joint Attack of the Englijh and Indians had 
neither weakened him, nor frightened him from 
carrying on the War with as much Vigour as before. 

K 2 It 



The HisTORY of the 
CH A P. It was abfolutely neceliary that the Utawawas and 

VII. other Weflern Indians, who came to Montreal to 
\.--.,. ' trade, iliould return fafe to their own Country, o

therwife there would be an End to the French 
Trade with thofe Nations, upon which the Being 
of Canada depends ; for it is only by the Fur-trade 
with thefe Nations that they make Returns to Eu
rope; and if thefe Nations did not return in Time, all 
the Wcflern Indians would ]ook on the French as 
lo£1:: and confequently would make Peace with the 
Fh'e Nations, and perhaps join in the Deftruetion 
of Canada. 

Captain la Fcreft, with one hundred and ten 
Men, was fen t to con duel: the Utawawas Home ; 
he carried with him confiderable Prefents fent by 
the King of France, to confirm thefe Nations in the 
French Intereft. 

l'wo I·ndian Prifoners, taken at la Prairie, were 
.given to the Utawawas, and cc:rried with them, to 
confirm the Stories they were to tell of their Suc
celfes againft the Englifh and F.·ve Nations. Thefe 
poor Men were there burnt alive ; and if I fuould 
add, that it was done by French Inftigation, what 
I !hall relate by and by will clear me of the want 
of Charity. I believe it was fo, in Order to rivet 
the Hatred between thefe People and the p.·ve Na
tions. 

The Fi've Nations continued their IncurGons all 
V,Tinter on Canada. Forty of the .~.~1ohawks fell up
on Fort Vercheres, and carried off twenty of the 
Inhabitants ; but the Alarm reaching Montreal, 
Mr. de Crizaei, with one hundred Men of the regu
lar Troops, was fent in piufuit of them, who reco
vered moft of the Prifoners. 

The Count de Fronte;zac being informed, that a 
conf:derable Parl.y of the p,·ve 1Va!ions hunted Bever 
~n the Neck of Land between Caja1·ackui Lake and 
Lrzke Erie, with great Stcurity, rdolved to give 

them 
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them a better Opinion of the Strength and Courage CH A p. 
of the French. For this Purpofe he fent three lmn- VII. 
dred and twelve Men to furprife them, under the '-..r--1 
Command of Mr. Beaucour, a young Gentleman. 
The Praying Indians of Montreal were of the Party. 
This Expedition being in the Winter, they were 

o'. obliged to undergo cruel Fatigues, while they march
ed on the Snow with fnow Shoes, and carried all 
their Provifion on their Backs. Several of the 
French had their Feet frozen, which obliged fifteen 
to return, with fame old Indians, that could not bear 
the Fatigue ; and 1t was with much Difficulty that 
Beaucour could perfuade the refl: to continue their 
March. After a March to a furprizing Diftance, 
at that Seafon of the Year, they furprifed eighty 
of the Five Nations~ who notwithftanding made a 
brave Defence, and did ·not run before they left 
mofl: of thejr Men dead on the Spot. Three Wo
men were made Prifoners, with w horn the French 
immediately turned back to Montreal. Some fl:rag-
1ing Parties went towards A/ban)', but did no more 
Mifchief than killing two or thre~ ftragling Perfons, 
and alarming the Country. 

The Trade to · M1jfi!imakinak being ftill intirely 
fl:opt, by the Parties of the Five Nations invefl:ing 
Cadarackui River, by which, and Cadarackui Lake, 
the Pafl'age in Canoes is made to the Wtftern Indi
ans, Captain la ]{oue, ~ith a Command of the re
gular 'I'roops, was ordered early in the Spring to 
guard the Traders throuf:h that Paffage ; but when 
he reached the Falls de Calumette, he difcovered the 
Enemy, and returned fafter than he went. 

La Noue had Orders a fecond Titne to attempt 
this Paffage, and went as far as the River du Lievre 
(thirty Leagues from Montreal) without any Oh
ftruttion ; but there difcovering feveral Canoes of 

. the Five Nations, he went back as fafr as b~fore. 

K 3 The 
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CH A P. The f<gatoghie.r and the Bullheads * having in

VII. formed the French of another Lttialler River, which 
~falls into Cadarat:kui River, and runs to the North

ward of it, by which a Paffage might he made to 
the Lakes, it was refolved to attempt this Paff'age, 
though it were much farther round, and more danger
ous, there being many more rapid Falls in that River. 
Three Officers, with thirty Soldiers, were fent with 
the Traders for this Purpofe, but a Party of the 
:Five Nations meeting with them in the long Fall, 
before they reached this River, they were all killed 
or taken, except four that efcaped back to Mont
real. 
· A confiderable Party of the Five Nations, under 
the Command of Blackkettle, a famous Hero, con
tinued a long Time on Cadarackui River, in hopes 
of meeting with other French Parties, in their Paf
fage towards Mijfi!imakinak ; but fiading that no At· 
tempts were made that Way, he refolved to make 
an Irruption into the Country round Montreal. The 
French fay he had fix hundred Men with him ; but 
they ufually increafe the Number of their Enemies, 
in the Relation they give of thefe Tranfactions, ei-

. thcr to excufe their Fears, or to increafe their Glory. 
Blackkettle overrun the Country (to ufe the French 

Expreffion) as a Torrent does the Low-lands, when 
it overflows its Banks, and there is no withfianding 
it. The Soldiers had Orders to ftand upon th~ 
defenfive within their Forts. Mr. de Vaudreuil pur~ 

· fued this Party (after they had burnt and ravaged 
the whole Country) at the Head of four hundred 
Men ~ he overtook them and furprifed them. The 
Five Nations fought defperately, though the fame 
Author, at this Place, makes them no more than 
two hundred Men. After they had loft twenty 
Men on the Spot, they broke through the Jirench, 
and marched off. The French loft four Officers 

* The. Bullbeads are faid to be cowardly People. 

and 
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and many common Soldiers, and they took five Men, CHAP. 

nine Women, and five Children Prifoners. VII. 
The Five Nations in a few Days had however fome ~ 

Revenge; a Captain having had Orders to guard the 
Veffels from Montreal to ffJ.yebeck, a Party of the 
Five Nations attacked him in his Return, as he paf-
fed through the Hlands in Lake St. Pierre. He him-
felf was killed, and the whole Party intirely rout-
ed. 

The French all this Summer were obliged to keep 
upon the defenfive within their Forts, while the 
Five Nations, in fmall Parties, ravaged the whole 
Country, fo that no Man ftirred the leaft Diftance 
from a Fort, but he was in danger of Jofing his 
Scalp. 

The Count de l:i·ontenac was pierced to the Heart, 
when he found that he could not revenge thefe ter
rible Incurfions of the Five Nations; and hisAngui!h 
made him guilty of fuch a Piece of monftrous Cru
elty, in burning a Prifoner alive after the Indian 
Manner, as tlr rgh I have frequently mentioned 
to have been d011e by the Indians, yet I forbore 
giving the Part·culars of fuch ba1 barous Acts, lhf
peCl:ing it might be too offcnfive to Chriftian Ears, 
even in the Hiftory of Savages. I-Icre however I think 
it ufeful to give a c1rcumftannal Account of this horrid 
A&, to lhew on one Hand, what Courage and Re
folution, Virtue, the Love of Glory, and the 
Love of one's Country can infrill into Mens Minds, 
even where the Knowledge of tl ue Religion is 
wanting ; and on the other Hand, how far a falfe 
Policy, under a corrupt Religion, can debafe even 
great Minds. • 

The Count de Frontenac, I fay, condemned two 
Prifoners of the Five Nations to be burnt publickly 
alive. The Intendant's Lady intreated him to 
moderate the Sentence, and the Jefuits, it is faid, ' 
ufed their Endeavours for the fame Purpofe. But the 
Count de Frontenac faid, there is a Neceffity of 

K 4 makinO' 
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CH A P. making {uch an Example, to frighten the Fi'Ue Na

VII. tions from approaching the Plantations, fince the In-
~ dulgence, that had hitherto been fhewn, had in.. 

couraged them to advance with the greatefi: Bold
nefs to the very Gates of their Towns ; w bile they 
thought they run no other Rifque, but of being made 
Prifoners, where they live better thaa at Home. 
He added, that the Five Nations having burnt fo 
many French, jufEfied this Method of making Re
prizals. But with Submiffion to the Politenefs of 
the French Nation, may I not afk, whethe'r every 
(or any) horrid Attion of a barbarous Enemy, can 
juftify a civilized Nation in doing the like? 

When the Governor could not be moved, the J e
fuits went to the Prifon, to inftruCl: the Prifoners in the 
Myfl:eries of our Holy Religion, viz. of the Trinity, 
the Incarnation of our Saviour, the Joys of Paradife, 
and the Punifhments of Hell, .to fit their Souls for 
Heaven by Baptifm, while their Bodies were con
demned to Torments. But the Indians, after they 
had heard their Sentence, refufed to hear the J efuits 
fpeak, and began to prepare for Death in their own 
Country Manner, by finging their Death Song. 

Some charitable Perfon threw a Knife into the 
Prifon, with which one of them difpatched himfelf: 
The other was carried out to the Place of Executi
on by the Chriftian Indians of Loretto, to which 
he wa]ked, feemingly, with as much Indiffe
rence as ever Martyr dtd to the Stake. While they 
were torturing him, he continued tinging, that he 
was a Warrior brave and without Fear ; that the 
tnofl cruel Death could not £hake his Courage ; that 
the mofl: cruel Torment fhould not draw an inde
cent Expreffion from him ; that his Comrade was a 
Coward, a Scandal to the Five Nations, who had 
killed himfelf for fear of Pain; that he had the 
Comfort to refleCt, that he had made many French-
men fuifer as he did now. He fully verified his 
~Vorqs, for tqe mofl: violent Torment could not 

force 
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force the leafl: Complaint from him, though his 
Executioners tried their utmofl: Skill to do it. They 
firft broiled his Feet between two red hot Stones ; 
then they put his Fingers into red hot Pipes, and 
though he had his Arms at Liberty, he would not 
pull his Fingers out ; they cut his Joints, and ta
king hold of the Sinews, twifted them round fmall 
Bars of Iron. All this while he kept finging and 
recounting his own brave Actions againfl: the French. 
At lafl: they flead his Scalp from his Sku11, and 
poured fcalding hot Sand upon it; at which Time 
the Intendant's Lady obtained Leave of the Go
vernor to have the Coup-de-grace given, and I be
lieve fue thereby likewife obtained a Favour to e
very Reader, in delivering him from a further 
continuance of this Account of French Cruelty. 

Notwithfl:anding this Cruelty, which the French 
Governor manifefted towards the Five Nations, and 
thereby his Hatred of them, he found Peace with 
them fo neceffary to Canada, that he fl:ill purfued it 
by all the Means in his Power. For this Purpofe 
the Praying Indians (who, as I obferved before, are 
Mohawks, and have always kept a Correfpondence 
with their own Nation) were employed to bring it 
about, and to endeavour a Ceffation of Arms, that 
the Governor might have an Opportunity of iliew
ing what kind Things he had in his Heart towards 
the Fh:e }lations, but without Succefs. 

C H A P. VIII. 

The Five Nations treat with Captain Ingoldiby. 

137 

T HE Governor of New-Y(1rk, Colonel S!augh- CHAP. 
ter's Death, foon after his Arrival, was very VIII. 

prejudicial to the Affairs of New.;York; for Captain "'-'v--J 
Ingoldjby, who had no other Commiffion but that of 
Captain of one of the Independent Companies of 

Foot, 
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CH A p.Foot, took upon himfelf the Government of the . 

VIII. Province, without any Authority ; and he having 
\... y • Jikewife highly offended a great Number of the 

People, by the Share he took in the late Party 
~arrels, it was not eafy for him to profecute any 
vigorous Meafures. He was reckoned to be much 
more a Soldier than a Statefman. 

Captain Ingoldjby met the Five Nations at Alba. 
ey, the fixth of ]une I 692. In his Speech, he told 
tl).em of his vigorous Refolutions to profecute the 
War, and then blamed them for not fending (ac
cording to their Promife) a Party down Cadarackui 
River, to join them that went from Albany againft 
Montreal, and for their Carelefnefs in fuffering them
fel ves to be furprifed Jafr Winter in their Hunting. 
He defired them to keep the Enemy in perpetual 
Alarm, by the Incurfions of their Parties into the 
Enemy's Country, and to give him timely Notice 
of all their Motions. He told them in the next Place, 
that he heard the French were ftill ufing their wonted 
Artifice, of amufing then1 with Offers of Peace; 
but the former Proceedings of the French fufficiently 
demonfirates,faid he totheBrethren, thatwhilePeaceis 
in their Mouths, War is in their Hearts, and the late 
horrid Murder of the Brethren, after ~arter given, 
fufficiently !hews the Perfidy and Rancour of their 
Hearts. It is in vain, faid he, to think of any 
Ceffation of Arms, much Jefs of a Peace, while the 
two Kings are at Vvar at Home. He added, Vir· 
ginia is ready to affift us, and only waits the 
King's Orders, which are daily expected, and then 
renewed the Chain for Virginia. In the Jafl: Place 
he told them, that he heard the Dionondadas 
had fent two Prifoners Home, with a View thereby 
to proc'ure Peace; and t1dvifed them by all Means to 
make Peace with that Nation. 

The 
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The Five Nations anfwered by Cbeda, an One.ydo CH A I'. 

Sacbem : VIII. 
~ 

" Brother Corlear, 
The Sachems of the Five Nations have with 

great Attention heard Cor/ear fpeak ; we fhall 
make a fuort Recital, to fuew you with what Care 
we have hearkened. After the Recital he conti
nued. 

We heartily thank Corlear, for his coming to 
this Place to view the Strength thereof, for his 
bringing Forces with him, and for his Refolution 
of putting Garifons into the Frontier Places. Giving 
five Bevers and a Belt. 

Brother Cor/ear, as to what you blame us for, 
let us not reproach one another, fuch Words do 
not favour well among Friends. They gave no
thing with this Article. 

Brother Cor/ear, be patient under the Lofs of 
your Men, as we are of the Mohawks our Brethren, 
that were killed at the fame Time. You take no 
Notice of the great Loffes we have fuffered. We 
defigned to have come to this Place to have con
doled with you in your Lofs, but the War took up 
all our Time, and employed all Hands. They 
gave five Bevers, four Otters, and one Belt, as a 
Gift of Condolence. 

Brother Cor/ear, we are all Subjects of one great 
King and ~een, we have one Head, one Heart, 
one Intereft, and are all in gaged in the fame War. 
You tell us, that we muft expeCt no Peace while 
the Kings are at War on the other Side the great 
Water. We thank you for being fo plain with us. 
We affure you we have no Thoughts of Peace. 
We are refol ved to carry on the War, though we 
know we only are in danger of being Lofers. Pray 
do you profecute the War with the fame Refoluti
on. You are {l:rong and have many People. You 
pave a great King, who is able to hold out lo~; 



c.fhe HISTORY of the 
CHAP. we are but a fmalJ People, and decline daily, by 

VIII. the Men we lofe in this War, we do our utmofi 
~ to deftroy the Enemy; but how ftrange does it feem 

to us! How unaccountable ! that w bile our great King 
is fo inveterate again£1: theFrench, and you are fo earnefi 
with us to carry on the War, that Powder is now 
fold dear er to us than ever ? We are poor, and not 
able to buy while we negleCt hunting; and we can
not hunt and carry on the War at the fame Time : 
We expect, that this Evil we fo juftly complain of 
be immediately remedied. Giving nine Bevers. 

Brother Corlear, you defire us to keep the Enemy 
in perpetual Alarm, that they may have no Refr, 
till they are in their Graves ; Is it not to fecure your 
9wn Frontiers? \Vhy then not one Word of your 
People that are to join us ? We affure you we fhall 
continue to carry on the War into the Heart of 
the Enemies Country. Giving eight Bevers. 

We the Five Nations, Mohawks, Oneydoes, Onon
,dagas, Cayugas, and Senekas, renew the Silver Chain 
whereby we are linked fafl: with our Brethren of Aja
rigoa (Virginia) and we promife to preferve it as 
long as the Sun fhail £Pine in the Heavens. Giving 
ten Bevers. 

But Brother Corlear, How comes it~ that none of 
our Brethren fafl:ened in the fame Chain with us, of
fer their helping Hand in this general War, in which 
our great King is engaged againfl: the F rencb ? Pray 
Corlear, how co!'lle M ar.,yland, Delaware River, and 
NeWt- England, to be difengaged from this War? 
You have a] ways told us, that they are our Brethren, 
Subjecrs ·of the fame great King. Has our King fold 
them? Or do they fai] in their Obedience ? Or do 
they draw their Arms out of our Chain? Or has the 
great King commanded, that the few SubjeCl:s he has 
jn this Place, fuould make War againft the French 
alone ? Pray make plain to us this M yfl:ery ? How 
can they and we be Brethren, and make different 
families? f-fow can they and we be SubjeCts of the 

£1me 
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fame great King, and not be engaged in the fame CHAP. 

War? How can they and we have the fame Heart, VIII. 
the fame Head, and the fame Intereft, as you tell us, '- ., -J 

and not have the fame '"rhoughts? How comes it, 
that the Enemy burns and defl:roys the Towns in 
New-England, and they make no Refiftance ? How 
comes our great King to make War, and not to 
deftroy his Enemies? When, if he would only com-
mand his Subjed:s on this Side the great Lake to 
joyn, the Defl:ruction of the Enemy would not make 
one Summer's Work. 

'You need not warn us of the Deceit and Treache
ry of the French, who would probably infinuate 
'1 'houghts of Peace ; but Brethren, you need not 
fear us, we will never hearken to them : Tho' at 
the fame Time, we mufl: own, that we have not 
been without Thoughts of your being inclined to · 
Peace, by Reafon of the Brethrens Backwardnefs 
in pufhing on the War. The French fpread Re
ports among us to this Purpofe, and fay, that 
they had in a Manner concluded the Matter with 
you. We rejoice to be now affured of this Fallhood. 
We fhall never defift fighting the French as long 
as we fhall live. And gave a Belt of Wampum. 

We now renew the old Chain, and here plant the 
Tree of Profperity and Peace. May it grow and 
thrive, and fpread its Roots even beyond Canada. 
Giving a Belt. 

We make the Houfe clean, where all our Affairs 
of Importance are tranfaCl:ed with thefe five Otters. 

We return you Thanks for the Powder and Lead 
given us ; but what fhall we do with them without 
Guns, fhall we throw them at the Enerpy? We 
doubt they will not hurt them fo. Before this we 
always had Guns given us. It is no Wonder the Go
vernor of Ccmada gains upon us, for he fupplies his 
Indians with Guns as well as Powder ; he fupplies 
them plentifully with every Thing that can hurt us. 
Giving five Otters. . 

As 
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As to the Dionondadas fetting two of our Nation at 

Liberty, we nmft tell you, that it was not the Act 
of that Nation, but the private ACl: of one Perfon : 
We are defirous to make Peace with that Nation 
as foon as we can, upon honourable Terms. And 
gave a Belt. 

The Mobawks, before they left the Place, defired 
a private Conference with the Governor, and told 
him, that they were all exceedingly diffatisfied, that 
the other Englifh Colonies gave no Affifl:ance, and 
that it might prove of ill Confequence. Captain 
Ingoldjby promifed to write to them, and hoped it 
would have a good Effect. 

CHAP. IX, 

':the French furprife and take three Mohawk Caflles. 

CH A P • T HE Praying Indians promifed their Ende:r 
IX. vours to reconcile their Brethren the Mo~ 

~.,.. ' hawks to the French, on whom the Frencp ex
peCted they would have much Influence ; but their 
Endeavours proving ineffeCtual, their Correfpond· 
ence began to be fufpeCl:ed. The F rencb thought 
they did more Hurt than Good, by the Intelligence 
the Enemy by their Means received. The F rencb 
in Canada began to lofe their Spirits, by being obliged 
to remain fo long upon the defenfive, as the Fiw 
Nations gained more Courage by it. The Count 
de- Frontenac thought it therefore abfolutely neceffary 
to undertake fome bold Enterprize, to !hew the 
Five Nations, that they had to do with an Enemy 
ftill able to aCt off'enlivdy: An Attack on the 
Mobawks he thought would be m oft effectual for this 
Purpofe, becaufe it would ihew, at the fame Time, 

that 
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tha~ the Englifh w~uld not proteCt their nearefl: CH A P. 

Ne1g~bours. As _th1s was defigned to be done by IX. · 
Surpnze, the W mter Seafon was chofen for this ' -" ,· 
Purpofe, as leaft to be fufpeCted at fuch a Time ; 
and when the Enemy could not, without great 
Hardfhip, keep Scouts abroad, to difcover them or 
the Englifh give any Affiftance. 

The Body of the 'French defigned for this Expe. 
clition was put under three Captains of the regular 
Troops, and thirty Subalterns, and confifted of 
picked Men of the regular Troops of the common 
Militia of the Country of the Praying Indians, the 
§2g,atogbies of Loretto, Adirondacks, and Sohokies, 
who live to the eaftward of Bojlon, making in all 
about fix or feven hundred Men, fo that a great 
Part of the Force of Canada was employed in it. 
They were well fupplied with all Sorts of Ammuniti
on, Provifion, Saow-Shoes, and fuch Conveniencies 
for Carriage, as were practicable upon the Snow, and 
through fuch great F orefts as they had to pafs. 
The French at Canada have a Kind of light Sledges 
made with Skins, and are drawn by large Dogs on 
the frozen Snow. 

They fet out from la Prairie de Magdaleine the 
15th of January I 692-3, after having endured what 
might have been thought unfurmountable Hardfhips; 
they paifed by Scheneflady at fome Diftance from it, 
on the 8th of February, at which Time one that 
had been taken Prifoner, when that Place was fack
ed, made his Efcape from them, and gave the 
People of Scheneft.,1dy Intelligence of the French, who 
by an Exprefs, immediately informed the Command
ant of Albany. The Millitia was expeditioufly raifed, 
and a Lieutenant with fifty five Horfe was imme
diately difpatched to Scheneftady ; but no Care 
was taken to give the M ohawks Notice, w hi eh 
might have been done without much Danger, by 
fending up the South Side of the River, whiJft 
the Frencb marched on the North. The French, on 

the 
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CHAP. the 8th at Night, reached the firft Mobaw.~ CaA:Je, 

XI. where there were only five Men, and fome Women 
~ and Children in great Security, their other Men being 

all abroad, thefe were all taken without Oppofition. 
The next Fort not far from it was in like Manner 
furprized, without any Oppofition, both of them 
were very fmall, and being next the Englijh, not 
fortified. 

ScbeneClady being the neareft Englijh Settlement 
to the Mohawks, and but a little Way from their 
neareft Caftle, many of thetn are always there. The 
Mohawks then in the Town were exceedingly en
raged, that none went out to affifl: their Nation; 
fome were fent therefore out the next Day, to gain 
Information of the Enemy, and to give the Mo
hawks Notice; but they returned without doing their 
Duty. 

The French went on to the next Mobawk Fort, 
which was the largefl:; and coming to that in the 
Night, they heard fome Noife, and fufpeCted they 
were difco~ered: But this Noife was only occafioned 
by a War Dance, forty of the Indians defigning to 
go next Day upon fome Enterprize. The French 
approached the Cafi:le filently, and finding the In
dians no way on their Guard, opened the Gate, and 
entered before they were difcovered; but notwith-
ftanding this, and the Confufion the Indians muft 
be in, this Conqueft was not without Lofs of Blood, 
the French having loft thirty Men, before the Indi
ans entirely fubmitted: The French defigned to have 
put them all to the Sword, but their own Indiam 
would not fuffer it, and gave Qlarter: They took 
three hundred Prifoners, of w horn one hundred 
were fighting Men. I have no Account of the Num
ber of Mohawkr killed, but no Doubt it was very 
confiderable. 

vVhen the Account came to Albany, how much 
the Mohawks, who were at ScheneEtady, were enraged, 
that no Affifi:ance was fent to their Countrymen; 

1 Mu 
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Pt:ter Schuyler a Major of the l\1ilitia offered liimfelfC H A p; 
to go with what Force could be got ready for their IX. 
A(liflance. He went himfelf immediately to Sche- '-v--1 
neflady, and fent out to difcover the Enemy: His 
Scouts brought him Intelligence, firft, that the French 
were in Poffeffion of the two fmalleft Forts, after-
wards, that they had heard great Firing at the largeft 
Fort; and at lafr, that it was taken. Having re-
ceived 200 Men, partly regular Troops, but mofl: 
of the Militia, he began his March on the 12th in 
Q!eft of the Enemy ; but hearing foon after, that 
fix hundred Men of the upper Caftles were on their 
March, 'tis probab!e he did not endeavour to be up 
with the French fo foon as he might; for I find by 
his Journal, that he was nearer them on the four-
teenth, than he was two Days after. He had not 
fufficient Force to fight them: He fent therefore to 
the upper Indians, to haften their March. On the 
I sth he was joined by thefe Indians, in all two 
hundred and ninety Men and Boys, very ill armed .. 
I-Iis Body then confifl:ed of two hundred and fifty 
ChriHians, and two hundred and ninety Indians; 
armed fighting l\1en. They had no other Provifion 
but fome Bifcuit every Man had in his Pocket. On 
the 16th he was informed by an Indian, who pre-
tended to be a Deferter, that the French had built 
a Fort, where they defigned to wait for him, and 
fight him; wh reupon he fent an Exprefs to CoiL 
lngoldefoy, then .Commandant at Albany, to hafteu 
more Men to join him, with fufficient Provifion for 
ttc whole. He found afterwards, that this India1: 
was fent by the French, on purpofe to perfuade the 
India11s to give over the Purfuit. Major Schuyler 
came up to the Enemy on the 17th; when he came 
near them he did not go on {height towards them, 
for Fear of Ambufcades, but marched round. As 
foon as he came in Sight, he was faluted with three 
loud Shouts, which were anfwered with as much 
Noife. The Indian ... began in th ir f'v1anner to fe-

L cure 
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CHAP. cure themfelves, by felling the Trees between them, 

IX. and the Enemy fallied out to prevent them, but 
'-""v-J were foon beat back. The Indians fell to Work a

gain, and defired the Chriftians to affifl: them, which 
was done, but in fuch Confufion, that they them
felves were in Danger from the falling Trees. The 
French fallied a fecond Time with all their Force, 
crying out, They run, we'll cut them off, and get their 
Provijions; but they were warmly received, and 
beat back into their Fort. They fallied a third 
Time, and were beat back with confiderable Lofs, 
the Indians bringing in feveral Heads and Scalps. 
As foon as the Skirmifhing was over, the Major fent 
back an Exprefs, to haHen the Men that were to 
reinforce him, and were to bring Provifion, fame of 
the Men having -had no Provifion for two Days. 
'fhe Major then fecured himfelf, under the Cover 
of the fallen Trees, and kept out Watches to ob
ferve the French. 

The 18th proving a cold fiormy Day, with 
Snow, he was informed, by a Deferter, that the 
French were upon their March, it not being eafy to 
follow their Tracks, or to difcover th~tn in fuch 
Weather. The Officers were commanded to purfue 
and retard their March, till the Reinforcement 
fhould come up, but the Men refufed to march 
without Provifion. Tbe Officers, with about 6o 

1en, and a Body of Indians, followed the Enemy 
till Night, when t1 ey began to fecure themfelves, 
by fortifying their Camp. The Officers wanting 
a fufficient Number to fecure themfelves in like Man
ner, or to fight the Enemy, returned, leaving a· 
bout forty Chrifi:ians, and one hundred Indians, to 
obferve them. On the I 9th the Provifions, with 
about 8o Men, arrived, under the Command of 
Captain Sims of the regular Troops. Every Man, 
as he was ferved with Provifion, marched towards 
the Enemy. The Van was commanded by Captain 
Peter J1attherws of the regular Troops, who coming 

up 
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up with the Enemy's Rear, would have attacked CHAP. 
them, to retard their March, but the Mohawks were IX. 
averfe to fighting. The French dropt on purpofe ~ 
feveral of their Prifoners, who told the Mohawks, 
that the French were refolved to put all the Prifon-
ers to the Sword, if they fhould be attacked. The 
Enemy paff'ed the North Branch of Hudfon's River 
upon a Cake of Ice, which, very opportunely for 
them, ftuck there in one Place, while it was open 
by a late Thaw, both above and below. The 
Weather continuing very cold, and the Indians 
averfe to fighting, Major Schuyler gave over the 
Purfuit on the zoth, having loft only four private 
Men, and as many Indians, two Officers and twelve 
Men Chri!lians and Indians were wounded. The 
French loft thirty three l\1en (the Bodies of twenty 
feven were found) of w horn four were Officer~, and 
twenty-fix wounded, as the Deferters told him. Be-
tween forty and fifty Prifoners were recovered. I 
have been told, that Captain Matthews defired 
CoiL Schuyler, when he came firft up with the 
French, to fummon them to furrender ; he faid, the 
French are in great Diftrefs, and this will give them 
an Opinion of our Strength ; but CoiL Schuyler re-
fufcd, tho' he was brave, he was no Soldier; and 
it is very probable, that the French obferving the 
want of Conduct: and Difcipline, were encouraged. 
It is true, the Englifh were in great Want of Provi-
fions at that Time. The Indians eat the Bodies of 
the French that they found. Coli. Schuyler (as he 
told me himfelf) going among the Indians at that 
'rime, was invited to eat Broth with them, which 
feme of them had ready _boiled, which he did, till 
thev, putting the Ladle into the Kettle to take 
out· more, brought out a French Man's Hand, which 
put an End to his Appetite. 

The French went home as fafl: as they could carry 
their wounded Men with them ; but coming to a 
Place, \V here they h~ld hid Provifions for their Sup-

L .2 ~y 
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CH A P, ply in their return, they found it all fpoi]ed. This 

JX. put them in great Difi:refs, {o that they were 
~ forceJ to eat their Shoes ; they fent fome of the 

nimblefi: Men forward to Mo1ltreal, that Provifion 
might meet them. As foon as they came near the 
Settlements they difperfed, every Man running 
home to eat, fo that they returned to Canada like 
an Army routed. The French own they loft .eighty 
Men, and had thirty three wounded in this Expe
dition. 

()ne may wonder how it is poffible for Men to 
march feveral hundred Miles in the Wildernefs, 
while the Ground is every where covered with 
Snovv, two or three Feet deep at ]eafi: ; but the fore
mail match on Snow Shoes, which beat a firm 
·!'rack for thofe that folJow. At Night, when they 
·reft, they dig a f-lole in the Snow, throwing the 
SntJW up all round, but highefi: towards that Side 
from whence the Wind blows, fo large, as to contain 
as many Men as can lye round a Fire : They make 
the Fire in the Middle, and cover the frozen Ground 
round it with the fma11 Branches of the Fir-Trees. 
Thus they tell me a Man lyes much warmer, than 
one imagines that never tried it. 

vVhen the Information of the French . came to 
S cZ?c;uuadJ', an Exprefs was fent to .ZVew-York to 
Coli. }?fetcher then Governor there; the Exprefs 
reached New-lcrk, an hundred and fifty Miles from 
.A!bany, the I 2th at ten in the Night. The Gover
nor got the City Regiment under .Arms by eight the 
next Morning, 

He called o·ut to know who were willing to go 
with him to the Frontiers, thty all immediately 
threw up their llats, and anfwered one and all. In
(1eed the People of this Province have, upon all Oc 4 

cafions, {hewn their Courag:e and Refolution in De
f~nce of their Country ; butj ·the Misfortune is, they 
arc under no J):fcipli;-.c, and have . heen feldom led 
Ly iv1en that knew tht;.ir D~t ty .. . The Govt:rnor or-

der-
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dered an hundred and fifty Voluntiers for this Ser- CH A p. 

vice, and as many more from Long-Jjland. The I X. · 
River then happened to be open by a fudden Thaw, '--v--J 
which does not, at that Time of the Year, happen 
once in twenty Years. He embarked three hundred 
Men in five Sloops, by four in the Afternoon of the 
14th, and arrived at Albany the I 7th at nine in the 
Morning. The fame bay the Governor went to 
Schenetlady, and ordered the Men to foJlow, but 
before they could get every Thing ready for their 
March into the Woods, they had an Account, that 
Major Schuyler was upon his Return. Several Gen-
tlemen of Albany, particularly Mr. L~nflear, a 
Gentleman of the beft Etl:ate there, went out Vo-
luntiers under Major Schuyler, which I ought not to 
have forgot. 

Coli. F!etcher made a Speech to the Mdhawks 
at Albany, he blamed their fupine Negligence, 1n fuf
fering themfdves to be furprifed in the Manner they 
were in Time of War. He told them that they had 
Reafon to be convinced, that the Englijh were their 
Friends heartily, by the NumLer of Men he had 
marched to their Allifl:ance in a very little Time, 
upon the firft Notice. He promifed to wipe away ' 
their Tears in the Spring,. by confiderable Prefents; 
and that he would, in the mean while, take Care of 
their Subfiftence, by providing Houfes and ViCl:uals 
for them. He told them, he doubted they had fame 
falfe Brethren among them, that gave the French In
formation, and favoured their Defigns ; and in the laft 
Place, ad vi fed them to convince the FreJJcb, that they 
had not lofl: their Courage with this Misfortune. 

The Mohawks, in their Anfwer, called Coil. 
Fletcher by the Nan1e of Cayenguira~o ; and he was 
called fo by the Indians always after this. It figni
fi.es a great fwift Arrow, as an Acknowledgement 
of the Speed he made to their Affi{tapce. But they 
appeared, in their Anfwer, to be quite difueartned ; 
they had not, in' the Memory of any Man, re-

L ceivcd 
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ceived fuch a Blow. They faid their Strength was 
quite broke, by the Continuance of the War ; but 
they added, if all the Englijh Colonies would join, 
they could frill eafily take Canada : Their being fo ill 
armed, was the Reafon (they faid) that the French 
had now efcaped. 

TheFrench, continued they, arm their Indians com
pleatly, ana furnifh them with every Thing neceffary 
for War, as we find every Time we meet with them. 

The French had got a great QEantity of Furs, 
and other Peltry, at MijJilimakinak, by their Trade 
with the Indians ; but the Five Nations had fo ef
fe&ually blocked up the Pa1fage between that and 
Canada, that they had remained there ufelefs to the 
French for feveral Years. The Count de F'ro;ztenac, 
after his Succefs againft the Mohawks, was in Hopes 
the Five Nations would keep more at home in De
fence of their own Caftles, and with thefe Hopes fent 
a Lieutenant, with eighteen Canadians, and twenty 
praying Indians, to open the Paffage to Mi/fili
makinak ; but this Party fell in with another of the 
Five Nations, who entirely routed them, fo that a 
few efcaped only, to give an Account of their Mif
fortune; at laft 200 Canoes, loaded with Furs from 
Mi./filimakina.Z, arrived at Montreal, which gave 
as univerfal a Joy to Canada, as the Arrival of the 
Galleons give in Spain. 

CHAP. X. 

'.I.be 'Treaties and Negotiations the Five Nations had 
with the Englifh and French, in the rears I693' 
m:d r6o4 . 

../ . 

C A P AS by this Time the Reader may be tired with the 
H x. ~ horrid Scenes of a barbarous War, it may be 
~ fome Relief to obferve the Indian Genius in the Arts of 

negotiating; and fee how a barbarous People, with· 
! out 
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out any of the Arts and Sciences in which we value CH A P. 

our felves, manage their Intereft with the mofl: learn- IX. 
ed, moft polite, and artificial Nation in Europe. '--v--1 
The Five Nations were informed, that the Gover-
nor of Canada had received from Europe a very 
confiderable Recruit of Soldiers, anGl of all Sorts of 
Ammunition. Tllis, with the great Lofs the Mo-
hawks had lately fuffered, while they had been 
amufed by the Englijh with great Hopes, and very 
little real Affiflance, made the Oneydoes, at laft yield 
to the Solicitations of the J efuit Milet, to fend a 
Meff'age to the French for Peace. It is probable he 
had the Art to influence the People. at Albany to fa-
vour his Defigns, by giving them Hopes of being 
included in the Peace, as may be conjectured, from 
what will appear in the Sequel. 

Coli. Fletcher being informed, t.hat the One)'does 
had fent a Meff'enger to Canada, fent for the Fzve 
Nations to Albany. He fpoke to them the third of 
July 1693· 

He firft excufed his not meeting them as he had 
promifed, at the Time the Sap begins to run in the 
Trees, by Reafon of h~s having received a Commif
fion to be Governor of Pa!filvania, to which Place 
he was obliged at that Time to go. He put then1 
in Mind with what Speed he came to their Affift
ance laft Winter, and how effcttuaJ, in all Probabi
lity, it would have been, had they only retarded the 
Enemy's March till he could have reached them: 
He advifed them to guard againft being drunk, and 
fuewed them the i11 Confequences of it in Time pf 
War. 

Then he faid, " I have received Information, 
" that fome of the Brethren are wavering, and 
" inclined to Peace with the Enemy ; and am af
" fured, that fuch Thoughts muft arife from the 
" Inftigation of the Jefuit Milet, whom fome of 
" the Brethren have. fuffered to live fo long among 
" them, and w hofe only Practice is to delude and 
~ L 4 ~'· betray 
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CHAP.'' betray them. Let me therefore advife you to 

X. " remove that ill Perfon from among you. " 
~ In the End he condoled their Dead, and made ' 

them a very confiderable Prefent of ninety Guns, 
eight hundred and ten Pound of Powder, eight 
hundred Bars of Lead, a Thoufand Flints, eighty 
feven Hatchets, four Grofs of Knives, befides a 
confiderable ~antity of Cloathing and Provifions. 
This Prefent, he told them, their King and Queen 
had fent them, and renewed the Covenant for all 
the Englijh Colonies. 

The King ufually fends them a confiderable Pre
fent with every new Governor fent to New-York, 
which is not always applied as it is defigned. If 
this Prefent had been made fooner, it had been of 
much tnore Ufe to the Engli/h, as well as to the .Fi'Ve 
Nations. 

1~he Five Nations the next Day fpoke as follows. 

Brother Ca.yenguirago, 

'' We are involved in a bloody War, which 
'' makes us fit in Sorrow and Grief; and being 
" about to fpeak of Matters of Importance, we, in 
" the firft Place, clear the Mouth and Throat of 
" our Interpretefs, by giving her thefe three Bever 
" Skins. 

T'hen they repeated his Excellency's Speech, 
in Anfwer to which they faid, 

" Brother Cayenguirago, we rejoice, that the 
" great King and ~een of England take fuch 
" Notice of us, as we find, by the large Prefent 
'' fent us; we return hearty Thanks for the Am
" munition efpecially. 

" We are ·glad that our Brother C(,rymguirngo 
" renews the Chain, not only between us and this 
" Government, but likewife with New-Eng!and, 
" Virginia, Mar)'land and PeJji:vania ; it !hall be 
"' kept inviolable by us the Five Natioll.r, as long 
~' as t~e Sun fhines. We pray our Brother C~)'elJ-

- · gu:rago 
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" guirago to have a watchful Eye, that none C H A p. 

'~ of the other Colonies keep any Correfpondence x. 
" with the Enemy, but ufe their Endeavours to de- \./'YV 
" ftroy them. We heard nothing of what you 
"' told us of the Priefl: Mtlet, who lives at Oneydo, 
" till we came to this Town. We have enquired 
" the Truth of our Brethren the Oneydoes, who con-
'' fefs, that the Prieft fent an Indian to Canada with 
" Letters, which has furprifed us very much. 

" Brother Cayenguirago, you are our great Tree, 
" whofe Roots extend to tl1e utmoft Bounds of this 
" Government ; we defire you may not be difturbed 
" when any of our Prifoners mifbehave, for they 
" are not countenanced by us ; and all proper Me
" thods !hall be taken, to prevent the like for the 
'' future. In like Manner we beg you to take 
" Care, that none of the Prifoners you have cor
" 1efpond with the Enemy, as we fufpect the 
" Chevalier D' 0. did; and that he was fent 
" with Letters to Canada by fome of our Brethren. 
'' (He made his Efcape from Bo.fton. ) 

" Brother Cayenguirago, In former Times our 
" Propofitions to one another were only Difcourfes 
" of Peace and Friendlhip, and in giving Prefents ; 
'' but how much is the Cafe altered of late ? Now 
'' we talk of nothing but War, and are continually 
" prompting one another to it. As to our Parts, 
" we will keep clofe to the War to the I aft Drop 
"' of our Blood ; and tho' we be toffed to and fro 
'' with Storms, we will remain fl:edfaft to the lafl: 
" Man, as it was refolved by both in the Begin
" ning of the War. 

" Brother Cayenguirago, we were told in our own 
" Country, not only that the King had made you 
" Governor of Penjilvania, but likewife that you 
'' were preparing a Fleet to take Canada. 0! what 
" joyful News this was to our young Men. Salaga
" rus, the great Seneka Captain, was to command 
" them. 1 ow they faid, we need only make one 

" hearty 
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CHAp." hearty Pu£h, while the Fleet is before !?2!febeck. 

x. " Now there will be an End to this bloody War, 
~ '' and all our Troubles; But alas, now we are come 

" here, we hear not one Word of this Defign. 
" Brother Cayenguirago, you are that flouriihing 

" Tree that covers us ; you keep the Chain bright; 
" we have one Requeft to make to you, that you 
" may ftay with us, and not return to England ; for 
~' you know our Ways and Manners. If you have 
" any Thing to tell the King and ~een, write it to 
'' them, for the King knows you to be a wife Man, 
" and will therefore believe you. 

" Brother Cayenguirago, we are very glad to hear 
" that Penjilvania is come under your Government, 
'' bring their young Men here, with their Bows and 
" Arrows and Hatchets in their Hands, for this 
" is the Place of ACl:ion. We are pleafed that 
" the Showonons or Satanas, who are our Enemies, 
" have applied to you for ProteCtion ; and that you 
" fent them to us to endeavour a Peace, and that 
" you fent Chriftians with them, to conduCl: them 
" back again. We wifh they were come to affift us 
'' againfl: the common Enemy. 

" Brother Cayenguirago, now we have done, but 
" mufl: tell you again, · that we roll and wallow 
" in Joy, by Reafon of the great Favour the great 
" King and QEeen has done us, in fending us Arms 
" and Ammunition, at a Time when we are in the 
" greateft Need of them ; and becaufe there is fuch 
" Unity among the Brethren." 

They made the Governor a confiderable Prefent 
of Furs, to fhew their RefpeCl: to his Perfon ; but 
they did not give one Belt to confirm any one A~
ticle; fo that the whole of it is, according to the1r 
Stile, only argumer:tative. 

Coil. }£etcher not being fatisfied with their Anfwer, 
concerning the J efuit Mzlet, made this further 
Propofal to them. "_As to Milet the Prieft, whom 
'' the Brethren of One)'do fl:ill harbour among them, 

" I 
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" I muft tell you. again, that he betrays you, and C H A p. 

" all your Councils ; and that you may fee I defire X. 
" not to diminifh your Number, I am willing to ~ 
'' give you a pretty Indian Boy, in Lieu of the 
'' old Priefl:; and accordingly the Boy was brought 
" and delivered to them. 

In anfwer to this the Oneydo Sachem faid, " As 
" foon as the Indian Meffenger returns all his Papers 
" fhall be taken from him, and be forth with 
'' brought to our Brother Cayenguirago, before the 
" Priefl: fhall fee any of them: we are willing to 
" take the Boy in Exchange for the Prieft, but it is 
" not fafe to do it, while our Mdfenger is in the 
" · Power of the Enemy ; let the Boy ftay here till 
" we bring the Prieft, which fuall be as foon as the 
" Meffenger fhall return ". But he gave no Belt, 
or other Prefent, to confirm this Promife. He ad
ded, 

" Brother Cayenguirago, we now acquaint you 
'' that it is propofed by all the Five Nations, to 
" make Peace with the Dionondadies, a Nation of 

'" Indians near in Alliance with the French of Cana
" da. This will both ftrengthen us and weaken the 
" Enemy. The Senekas, .who live nearefl: them, 
'' have undertaken this '"rreaty, and take Belts of 
" Wampum from the other Nations, to confirm 
'' the Peace. We defire your Approbation, that 
~' you would fend your Belt in Concurrence, as our 
'' eldefl: Brother in our Chain. " 

The Governor approved of this, and gave them 
a Belt to carry" in his Name. 
. Notwithfl:anding what the Speaker of the Five 
Nations had promifed to the Governor, to bring all 

. the Papers the One)'do Meffenger fuould bring front 
Canada, before the J efuit Milet fhould have Li
berty to fee them, it could not be difficult for the 
J efuit, to perfuade them to keep the Power of 
making Peace in their own Hands, and for that 
Purpofe, to call a Meeting of the Sachems of Onon-

dago, 
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CHAP. dago, where all fuch l\1atters had been formerly 

X. tranfaCl:ed among themfelves, and there to deter-
~ 1nine independently, rather than to fubmit them

felves to another Na6on at Albmry. 'I'hey only 
invited the Englifh to af11fi: at the general CounciL 
The Englifh ufed what Arguments they could to 
diffuade this Meeting, but rather to obferve the 
Promife made to the Governor ; and it feems ufed 
fome 1'hreatning. The Mohawks had fo much 
Regard to the Englifh, that they refufed to affift at 
the Council. The other four, notwithfl:anding this, 
met, and refolved on an Anfwer to be fent to the 
Governor of Canada ; but at the fame Time, to fhew 
their Regard to the Mohawks and Englijh, thefc Re
!olutions were not to be final, till they ibould firft 
be communicated to the Englifh and Mohau:ks, and 
their Advice received thereon; for which Purpofe 
feveral Sachems were fent to Albany, of whom De
canefora was the Principal and the Speaker. 

Decanefora had for many Years the greateft Re
putation among the F'ive Nations for fpeaking, and 
was generally employed as their Speaker, in their 
Negotiations with both Frmch and Englifh: He was 
grown old when I faw him, and heard him fpeak; 
he had a great Fluency in fpeaking, and a graceful 
Elocution, that would. have pleafed in a.ny Part of 
the \V orld. His Pcrfon was tall and well made, 
and his F~atures, to mv thinking, refembled much the 
Buftos of Ci"·ero. I fhall give an Account of thefe 
Negotia:io:1s from Decanefora's Mouth, becaufe his 
.1. Tarration agrees in the main with the Account the 
}rench give of them, and carries along with it as 
ftrong Evidences of Truth, as that of the French do: 
but th'e chief Reafon is, that I intend to give the 
Reader as perfect a Notion as I can of th~ Ind/cm 
Genius ; and here it will appear, wh:tt Art Duane-
fora had, to make an Account of an Affair lefs dif
agrceable to Eng!ijh Ears, w hi eh had been under· 

taken 
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11. taken againfl: their Advice, and contrary to their In-CH A P. 

terefl:. X. 
Decanefora fpoke to Major Schuyler ( ~tider) and ~ 

the Magiil:rates of A!bany, the fecond of :February 
'·- 1693-4 as follows . 
. ,:· " Brother Cayenguirago *, we are come to acquaint 

" you, that our Children the Oneydoes having of 
" themfelves fent a Meffenger to Canada, he has 
" brought back with him a Belt of Peace from the 

E '' Governor of Canada. 
" As foon as Tariha (the Me.ffenger) arrived at 

'" Canada, he was afked, where the fix hundred 
'' Men were that were to attack Canada, as they 
'' had been informed by Cariokefe a Mohawk De
" ferter? He a!fu,red them there was no (uch De
" fign. 

" He was carried to ~tebeck, where he delivered 
" his Belt, with the following Propofitions. Onondio, 
'' if you would have Peace go to .Albm~y, and aik 
" it there, for the Fi·ve Nations will do nothing 
'' without Cayenguirago. The Governor of Canada 
" was angry at this, and faid, he had nothing to do 
'' with the Governor of New-York, he would treat 
" only with the Five Nations; the Peace between 
" the Chrifiians n1ufl: be made on the other Side 
" the great Lake. l-Ie added, he was forry to fee 
'' the Five Nations fo far degenerated, as to take a 
" fixth Nation into their Chain, to rule over them. 
" If you had defirecl t;ne to come and treat in any 
" of your Cafl:Ies, I would have done it ; but to tell 
" me I muil: go to A/ban)', is to defire of n1e what 
" I can by no Means do. You have done very ill, 
" to fufler the People of New-lode to govern you 
" fo 6r, that you dare do nothing without L.cir 
" Confent. I advife you to fend two of each I a
" tion to mr, and <let Deamefora be one of them. 

\:\Then the t\E~ir of which they fpea·~ concerns e1c Govern
ment of J\~·"L'J-lo1 k, tl!e ],,tf:ars always ad(hefs themfelves to the 
G J • • 

· ~ :)_ver:,cr, w.lcth~r he be pr knt or t~ot. 
I " r 
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CH A 1 •• " I have Orders from the King my Mafier to grant 

X. " you Peace, if you come in your proper Perfons 
~ '' to ask it. The Governor of Canada afterwards 

'' faid, 
" Children of the Five Nations, I have Compaf-

" fton for your little Children, therefore come 
" fpeedily, and fpeak of Peace to me, otherwife 
" I'll fl:op my Ears for the future : By all Means let 
" Decanefora come; for if the Mohawks come alone, 
" I will not hear them, fome of all the Five Nations 
" muft come. Now Tariha return home, and tell 
" the Five Nations, that I will wait for their coming 
" till the Trees bud, and the Bark can be parted 
" from the Trees. I defign for France in the 
" Spring, and I leave a Gentleman to command here, 
" to w horn I have given Orders to raife Soldiers, if 
" you do not come in that Time, and then what 
" will become of you ? I am truly grieved to fee 
" the Five Nations fo debauched and deceived by 
" CCJ.yenguirago, who is. lately come to New-York, 
" and by ~ider. Formerly the chief Men of the 
" Five Nations ufed to converfe with me; but this 
' Governor of New-1ork has fo deluded you, that 

" you hearken to none but him ; but take Care 
" of what will follow, if you hearken to none but 
" him. " 

Then Decanefora excufed the not fending the Let
ters to Albmzy, which came by Tariba, as they had 
promifed, faying, the other Nations trufted this to 
the Oneydoe s, becaufe the Me1fenger was to return 
to them, and the Onqdoes deceived the others. He 
likewife excufed their not coming to Albany as foon 
as Tariba returned, which was in November. He 
fa id the chief Sac hem of the Onond{gas, who was 
entrufl:ed (as their Speaker) by the Five Natiom 
with their general Affairs, by the general Councll 
of Onondaga, had a fore Leg, and could not travel · 

* This, in the lndimz Idiom. ~gnifes a triRing Excufe of an 
unwilling Perfon. 

That 
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That in fuch Cafe he (Decanefora) did all that wasCn A P. 

in his Power, that is, he called a Council at Onondaga, X. 
to give Directions in this Affair ; and that he invited~ 
~ider to this CounciL He continued, 

" The four Nations that met there refolved to 
" fend Deputies to Canada, and that I Decanefora was 
" to be one of them ; but at the fame Time ordered 
" me, with fome others, to communicate the Re
" folutions of the General Council to our Brethren 
" at Albany, and to the Mobawks, to be farther 
" advifed by them. 

" The Refolutions are, to f~d three Belts to 
" the Governor of Canada, with the following Pro
" pofitions. 

- '' I. Onondio, you have fent for me often, and 
" as often aiked, why I am afraid to come ? The 
" great Kettle of War that you have hung over the 
" Fire is the Reafon of it. Then laying down the 
" firft Belt, I am to afk his Confent to the other 
'' two Belts which I frill keep in my Hand. 

" I I. We now not only throw dowh the Kettle; 
" and thereby throw the boiling Water out of it, but 
'' likewife break it to Pieces, that it may never be 
" hanged up again by this fecond Belt. 

" Ill. Hearken, Onondio, you are fent from the 
" French King, your M after, as Cayenguirago is 
" from the great King and ~een of England. 
'' What I am now about to fpeak to you, is by In 
'' fpiration from the great God of Heaven. You fay 
" that you will have nothing to do with our Bre
" thren of Cayenguirago, but I muft tell you, that 
" we are infeparable, we can have no Peace with 
" you fo long as you are at War with them ; we 
" muft fl:and and fall with them ; which I am to 
" confirm, by laying down the third Belt. 

" Wh "ll this was concluded the J efuit A1i!et, 
" and another Fr.:nch Gentleman (w:to had been 

4
' taken 
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CH A P. " taken Prifoner, and was taken into the Place of 

X. " the chief Sachem of Onondaga, formerly loft in 
~ " the War, and thereby became a Sachem) de

" fired Leave to add two Belts to the other three. 
" By their being Sachems they had a Vote. in the 
" General Council, and a Right to propofe any 
" Thing. They wrote and read to us the Pur
" ports of their Belts, and we have brought their 
" Papers with us, to £hew to our Brethren." 

To {hew the Neceffity they were under of ma-
king Peace, fpeedily he added : 

" That two Women, who were Prifoners at Ca
" nada, had made their Efcape, on Pm·pofe to in
" form them that the French were making great 
'' Preparations of Battoes, and other Neceffaries for 
" an Expedition ; one faid, ihe had informed one of 
" the Sachems of the Praying Indicms of her Defign, 
" who fent an Indian with her to advife the Five Na
" tions, to prevent the great Danger they were 
'' threatened with by a fpeedyConclufion of the Peace; 
" and added, that they had fent one of their People 
" back with this Praying Indian, to afiure them that 
" Deputies would certainly go to Canada in the 
" Spring to treat of Peace." I mak~ no Doubt, 
this was only an Article to haflen the Five Nati
ons to conclude the Peace, left the E11glijb, if it 
were delayed, fhould find Means to prevent it. 
Then he fuewed the Flag which the Governor of 
Canada fent them to be carried by their Deputies, 
that the French might know them. Upon thefe 
Refolutions being taken, the Fi'zg Natimzs recalled 
fix hundred Men, that they had placed along Cada
rackui River, to intercept the Frwc.0, as they paffed 
to and from Miflilimakinak. 

The Jefuit's Papers being read to them, feveral 
Things were found in them w hi eh he had not read 
to the General Council. To this Dcccmeflra an
fwered; " We know that the Priefl :f~vours his 
" own Nation, and deceives us m many Things; 

· '' but 
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" but it is not in his Power to alter our AffeCtion C It A P. 
" to our Brethren, we wiili you would bury all X. 
" Mifunderfrandings that you have conceived on.,_,...,~ 
" his Account ; and we likewife wiili you gave 
" lefs Credit to the Rum-Carriers than you do., 
I-lere we fee, by this Appellation, what a con
temptible Character the Traders have among the In-
dians, and yet the Government of New-York has al-
mofl: perpetually trufl:ed the Management of the In-
dian Affairs to thefe Traders. · 

Decanefora ended his Conference as follows : 
" The Governor of Canada's Words, and the Re
" folutions of the 'four Nations are now before you, 
'' confult therefore what is to be done, and if it be 
'' nece!T.,uy for the Brethren to go to our Cafl:les to 
" advife us farther, be not unwilling ; and then he 
" laid down a large Belt eleven Rows deep, and fe
" ven Fathom of Wampum." 

The next Day Major Schuyler told them that he 
could confent to no Treaty with the French ; but 
propofed to them to meet the Governor here in fe
venty Days, and that Decanefora in particular ihould 
return at that Time, and gave a Belt. 

They agreed to meet the Governor at that Time; 
'' But as for myfelf ( fays Decanefora) I cannot pro
" mife ; I am now the Minifl:er of the General 
" Council, and cannot difpofe of myfelf, but by 
'' their Diredions; if they order me., I Jhall wil
" lingly return. We did not expeCt to hear fuch 
" pofitive Prohibition of keeping any Correfpon .. 
" dence with the French ; feventy Days muft pafs 
" before we meet again, if any Mifchief be done 
'' by the Enemy in that Time, let us not blame 
'' one another. Confider again what is mofl: for the 
'' publick Good, and let it be fpoken before we 
" part, and laid down a large Belt of fourteen 
" deep., 

M Major 
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CH A P. Major Schuyler then afked them again, whe-

X. ther they promifed to ftop all Correfpondence 
V\f'l with the French, either by the J efuit or otherwife, 

for feventy Days, and till they fhall have his Ex
cellency the Governor's Anfwer. 

Decanefora anfwered to this, " I have no Autho
" rity to anfwer this Q!eftion. I £hall lay the Belt 
" down in every one of the Cafl:les, and tell, that 
" by it all Correfpondence is defired to ftop with 
" the French ; but I cannot promife that this will 
'' be complied with." 

Major Schuyler on the tixth called the Indians a-
gain together: He advifed them not to fubmit to, 
nor trufl: fuch a perfidious Nation as the Frencb are, 
who have upon all Occafions proved themfelves 
fuch. Be not difcouraged, (fays he, ·giving a Belt) 
Heaven begins again to favour us. This Day the 
Forerunners of the Shawonons are come to Town, 
feven Nations are on their March following them, 
one Thoufand in Number, including Men, Wo
men and Children, as yon may learn from their 
own Mouths. Take Courage, and be not afraid, 
giving five Fathom of Wampum. This feemed a 
lucky Incident, and accordingly it had more lnfiu .. 
ence than all other Arguments together. 

Decanefora, the next Day, called the Magiftrates 
together, and told them, you have at lafl: iliut up 
the Way to Canada, but we have one Thing to afk, 
after mature Deliberation, which we expetl: will 
not be refufed us. Major Schu)'ler affured them 
that every Thing fhould be granted, which was 
either for their Safety or Honour. We ddire 
then, faid he, that you fend a Meffenger along 
with ours to the Praying Indians at Canada, to 
tell them that the Prieft is falfe ; that we are to 
meet Cayenguirago in the Spring, and therefore can
not go to Canada at that Time ; and that a further 
Ceffation of Arms be agreed to, till fuch Time as 

we 
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we can go. "\\' e defire at leafr, that if you wiii notCH A P. 
fend a Meffenger, that you put , the Meifage in X. 
Writing, as a Token of your Alfent to it. This"""""' 
]aft was agreed to, and the Meffage was put in 
Writing in the following Words, and tranfiated in-
to French. 

The Difpatch of three Belts, which two Melfen. 
gers of the Five Nations carry to the Caragutjls and 
Catholick lrtdians, according to what was refolved 
by the Agayandres or Sachems of the Fi•ve Nations, 
at A!bar.y, Februar;' the ninth 1694· 

Firfl Belt. 
The Agaymzdres of the F'ive Nations cannot go to 

Canada in the Spring, as they gave Reafon to ex .. 
peel: by the laft L\1effage from Onondaga, becaufe 
Cayenguirago has called all the Fi~'e Nations, and 
other Indians, to meet him at Alba;zy, in the Month 
of April next, to which the Five Nations have a
greed. 

Second Belt. 
If the Caraguijh, or F.'V'emh, have any Thing to 

propofe to the Five Nations, they may fafely come 
into our Country. This Belt opens the Path, and 
fecures it to them both coming and going. 

'Ihird Belt. 
The Five lv-rations, and their Friends, Jay down 

the Hatchet till they lhall have an Anfwer, which 
they expect in forty Days. Provided neverthelefs, 
that the Caragui.fts and French tye their Hatchets 
down at the fame Time. 

Thefe Belts were accordingly prefented to the 
Praying Indians of Cahnuaga., who refufed to re
ceive them but in the Prefence of Mr. de Callieres, 

M 2 , Governor 



a:lhe HisToRY of the 
CH A P.Governor of Montreal. Mr. de Calliercs acquaint-

X· ed the Count dt Frontenac with the Contents. Af-
'--'v--1 ter which the Praying Indians, in Prefence of Mr. 

de Callieres, gave the following Anfwer. 

" We wil1 have no Correfpondence with the 
'' Five Nations, but by Order of the Gov,rnor of 
" Canada our Father, and unlefs Decanejora, and 
" the other Deputies, come before the F eaft of 
'' St. ]ohn, the Way will be !hut up for ever after, 
" and our Father,s Ears will be ftopt. We how
" ever affure you, that if the Deputies come in 
" that Time the Path 1hall be fafe both coming 
" and going." 

Whether the Accounts given of the coming of 
the Shawonons was only an Amufement, or whe
ther they were diverted on their March., I know 
not, for I find no farther Account of them in the 
Regiff:er of the Indian Affairs : l Jowever it \vas, the 
lmpreffion, made on the Indimu by that News, 
was not fufficient to withfl:and the Force of the re~ 
folute Anfwer their Meffenger received from the 
Prayi11g lndinns. Decanefora and the other Depu
ties went early in the Spring to Canada ; the other 
Sache;ns met Colonel Fl~tcJxr at Albm:'l', the fourth 
of May I 694· The Indians fpoke :firfl: by Sadaka
nahtie, an O:;oJJdaga Sachrm, :s follows : 

" Brother Cayenguirag<"', 
'' Some of our Sachems agreecl .Jafl: \Vinter that 

"' we iliould keep no Correipondence with the 
" French ; we confefs that we have broke that Pro
t' mife, and that we have received a Meffenger 
" from Canada, and have fent our Deputies like
~' wife thither. The Belt is not yet arrived, by 
'' which we are to acknowledge our Fault in doing 

2 " this. 
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" this. The Reafon of our doing it is truly this CH A. p. 
" we are afraid of the Enemy. ' X. 

" When a Meifenger came laft Year from Canada~ 
" to Onondaga, our Brother Cayeng,tirago difcharged 
" our Meeting in General Council at Onondaga, to 
" confult on that Meffage, and ordered us to hold 
'' our General Council here at Albany on that Af-
" fair. The Privilege of meeting in General Coun-
" ciJ, when we pleafe, is a Privilege we always 
'' have enjoyed; no former Governor, of the Name 
" of Cor/ear, ever obftrutl:ed this Privilege. We 
" planted a Tree of Peace in this Place with them, 
" its Roots and Branches extend as far as Virginia 
" and Ne-w-England, and we have repofed with 
'' Pleafure under its Shade. Brother, let us keep 
'' to that firft Tree, and let us be united and u-
" nanimous ; fuch Prohibition of our Affemblies 
" will be of ill Confequence, and occafion Diffe-
,, rences between us. 

" We acknowledge, I fay, our fending Agents 
" to Canada for Peace, we were incouraged in do
" ing this, by the Knowledge we have of the Go
'' vernor of Canada. He is an old Man, and was 
" formerly Governor of that Place. He was always 
" efteemed a wife peaceable Man, and therefore 
" we truft our Melfage will have a good Iffue. We 
" did not take it amifs that you fent to the Dewa
" gunhas, nor that Arnout was fent to the Sata
" nas, both of them our Enemies ; and, for the 
" fame Reafon, our Brother Ca)·enguirago ought 
" not to be difpleafed with our fending to the French 
" for Peace. 

" We, Onondaga.r, acknowledge ourfelves to 
'~ have been the chief Promoters of this MefEge, 
" we have fent in all nin~ Sachems with nine Bdts. 
" It is true we are now under much Uneafinefs in 
" having trufted fo many Sacban.r in the French 

M 3 H Iiand ., 
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CHAP." Hands, being almoft half the Number we have 

X. " in our Nation, but we were in hafre to prevent 
~ " the Defigns the French had againft our Countries 

'' and yours, by the great warlike Preparations they 
'' were making in Canada.'' 

Then he told all the Orders and DireCtions which 
their Ambaffadors had received ; which agreeing 
with the Account which Decanafora gave of his 
Negotiation, I fhall here pafs over. He finifhed 
all by giving a Belt. 

Colonel Fletcher told them, he would give no An
fwer to what they had faid, before they difcovered to 
him what Reafon they had to fay, that he had for
bid their holding any Affembly at Onondaga, and 
that he had made Peace with the Dewagunhas and 
Satanas, without their Confent and Concurrence. 

To this the Speaker the next Day anfwered; " I 
" was fick, and abfent when the Affairs you men-

. " tion were tranfaCl:ed, and I was at a Lofs how to 
" excufe our fending to the French contrary to your 
'' Ad vice ; but feveral Sac hems being arrived fince 
" I fpoke, I have been better informed by them, 
" who were prefent at thofe TranfaCl:ions. We find 
" it, in every Circumfl:ance, as our Brother Cayen
" guirago fays ; that you did not obfl:ruct our keep· 
" ing General Councils at Onondaga, but only eau· 
" tioned us in hearkening to the Fallacies of the 
" French, and in holding Meetings on that Occa
" fion. We a1Ture you we will never feparate from 
" you, we frill have one Head, one Blood, one Soul, 
'' and one Heart with you ; and as a Confirmation 
'' of this I give this Belt feven deep. 

" As to the Dewagunbas and Shaw01zons, we are 
'' confident Cayenguirago will not admit them into 
" his Government, til1 they have made Peace with 
" us, which we fhall willingly grant. When our 
." Enemies are humbled, and beg Peace, why fuould 

2 · ~' they 
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" they not have it ? Let them come an<i live with CH A P• 

" us, it will frrengthen our Country. X. 

" Brother Cayenguirago, when the Chrifiians firft ~ 

'' arrived in this Country, we received them kind-

" 1 y. When they were but a fmall People, we en-

" tered into a League with them, to guard them 

" from all Enemies whatfoever. We were fo fot¥1 

" of their Society, that we tied the great Canoe 

" which brought them, not with a Rope made of 

" Bark to a Tree, but with a fhong iron Chain 

C'( faftened to a great Mountain. Now before the 

" Chriftians arrived, the General Council of the 

,,; Five Nations was held at Onondaga, where there 

" has, from the Beginning, a continual Fire been 

" kept burning ; it is made of two great Logs, 

'(, whofe Fire never extinguifues. As foon as the 

" Hatchet-makers (their general Name for Chrifti-

" ans) arrived, this General Council at Onondaga 

" planted this Tree at .Albany, whofe Roots and 

" Branches have fince fpread as far as New-Eng-

" land, Connetlicut, Penfilvania, Maryland and l/ir-

" ginia; and under the Shade of this Tree all thefe 

" Englifh Colonies have frequently been fheltered. 

" Then (giving feven Fathom of Wampum) he re-

,, newed the Chain, and promifed, as they likewife 

" expected, mutual Affifl:ance, in Cafe of any At-

" tack from any Enemy. 
· " The only Reafon, to be plain with you, continu

" ed he, of our fending to make Peace with the French, 

" is the low Condition to which we are reduced, while 

" none of our Neighbours fend us the leaft Affift-

. " ance, fo that the whole Burthen of the War lyes 

" on us alone. Our Brethren of New-England, Co1t· 

" nellicut, Penjilvania, Maryland and Virginia, of 

" their own accord thruft their Arms into our 

" Chain ; but fince the War began we have receiv

" ed no Affifl:ance from them. We alone cannot 
M 4 " continue 
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CH A P." continue the War againfl: the French, by Reafon of 

X. " the Recruits they daily receive from the other Side 
~· " the great Lake. 

" Brother Cayenguirago, fpeak from your I-Ieart, 
" are yoci refoJved to profecute the ¥! ar vigoroufly 
~' againfl: the French, and are your Neighbours of 
" Virginia, Maryland, Pen/ilvania, Connetlicut and 
'' Ntw,-England, refolved to affifl: us ? If it be 
" fo, we affure you, notwithfl:anding any Trea
" ty hithe1 to entered into, we will profecute the 
" War as hotly as ever. But if our Neighbours 
" will not affift, we mufl: make Peace, and we fub
u mit it to your Confideration, by giving this great 
" Belt fifteen deep. 

" Brother Cayenguirago, I have truly told you the 
" Reafons which have induced us to offer Peace to 
" the French ; we fhall- likewife, from the Bottom 
" of our Hearts, inform you of the Dd1gn we 
" have in this Treaty. When the Governor of 
" Canada fhall have accepted the nine Belts, of which 
" I have jufl: now told you, then we fhall have 
~' fomething more to fay by two large Belts, which 
" lye fl:ill hid in our Bofom. We fhall lay down 
" firfl: one and fay, We have a Brother Cayenguira
~' go, with whofe People we have been united in 
" one Chain from the Beginning, they muft be in~ 
" eluded in this Treaty ; we cannot fee them in-. 
" volved in bloody vVar, while we fit in eafy Peace. 
" If the Governor of Canada anfwer, that he has 
~' made a feparate Peace with us, .and that he can
" not make any Peace with Cayenguirago, hecaufe 
" the War is from over the great Lake; then we 
" fhall lay down the fecond great broad Belt, and 
" tell the Governor of C1-11ada, if you will not in
'' elude Cayenguirago's People, the Treaty will be
~' come thereby void, as if it had nt;ver been 
'' mad~ ; and if he pedifts, we will abfolutely leave 
H him." 

While 
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While the Sachems were at Albai2)', Decttne(ora CH A P. 

and the other Ambaffadors arrived at the Caftle of x. 
the Prayz'ng Indians, near the Falls above Montreal. "--v---1 
They were conducted from thence, by the Superi
or of the J efuits, to Qgebcck. They had their Au
dience of the Governor of Cawzda with great So
lemnity, in the Prefence of all the Ecclefiafticks and 
Officers of DiftinCl:ion, and of the mofl: conlidera
ble Indians then in the Place. They were every 
Day, while they fl:aid in the Place, entertained at 
the Governor's Table, or at the Tables of the mofl: 
confiderable Officers. Decanefora on his Side made 
a good Appearance, being cloathed in Scarlet trim'd 
with Gold, aDd with a laced Bever Hat on his 
Head, which had been given him by Colonel Retch-
er before he went. ' 

The J efuit Jl.1ilet had by Letter informed the Go
vernor of every Thing in their Comm:AJ!ln, and 
though he was thereby enabled to have anfo 'ered 
them immediately, he confulted three Day~, after 
the Amba«adors had delivered what they had to 
fay, before he would return an Anfwer, that it 
might appear with n1ore Solemnity. The Indiaus 
never return a fudden Anfwer on any Occafion of 
Import~nce, however refolved they be beforehanJ. 
and defpife thofe that do, though their Anfwer be 
never fo much to the Purpofe. I choofe to give an 
Account of this from Dccanafora's Mouth, as I did 
of the former, and for the fa1ne Retifon. The Ac
count given of it by the Indians agrees, in a1l the 
material Points, wi[h that publifhed by the French. 
and I am confident it is not lefs genuine. 

Colonel Fletcher being fenfible of what Confe
quence thic; Treaty between ' the French and Fivt 
Nations might be of to all the E;:glifh Colonies~ 
gave them Notice of it, and informed them of the 

, Reafons which had induced the Indians to enter in .. 
to 



170 'Ihe HisToltY of the 
CH A p. to it. He told them, there was no Poffibility of 

X. preventing it, but by the Indians being a!fured of 
~ ...J more effetl:ual Affiftance, than they had hitherto 

received, and ad vi fed them to fend Commiffioners 
for that Purpofe to Albany in Auguft, at which Time 
he intended to meet the Five Nations there, after 
the Return of their Me!fengers fi·om Canada. Ac
cordingly, .Andrew Hamilton, Efq; Governor of 
New-]erfey, Colonel ]ohn Pinchon, Samuel Sands, 
Efq; and Major Pen 'J'ownfend, Commiffioners from 
Ma.ffachufet' s Bay, and Colonel ]ohn Hauley and Cap
tain Stanley, Commiffioners from Connetficut, wait
ed on Colonel Fletcher at Albany, who carried 
with him likewife a Part of the Coun~il of New-
1'ork. 

Thefe Gentlemen having met the Indians at Alba
ny' the fifteenth of Auguft, Decanefora rofe up firft, 
and defired Leave to fing a Song or two of Peace, 
before they began on Bufinefs. Then Rode, a ~Wo
hawk Sachem, rofe up, and addreffing himfelf to the 
other Sachems, faid, we have great Reafon to rejoice, 
feeing fo many of thofe, who are in our Chain, are 
now met, to confult together on the general Weal; af
ter which they fang two or three Songs. 

Sadakanahtie being chofen Speaker for that Day, 
rofe up, fpoke much to the fame Purpof'e as he had 
done to Colonel Fletcher in A1ay lail:; giving a me
taphorical Account of their League with the Eng
lijh, how it began, and by what Steps it had been 
inlarged and ftrengthened ; how the other Colonies 
had thruft their Arms into this Chain, but had giv
en little or no Affiil:ance againft the common Ene-
my. " Our Brother Cayenguirago's Arms (fays he) 
" and ours are ftiff, and tired with holding faft the 
" Chain, w hilil: our Neighbours fit ftill and fmoak 
'' at their Eafe. The Fat is melted from our Flelh, 
" and fallen on our Neighbours, who grow fat 

" while 
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" while we grow lean: They flouriili while we de-CHAP. 
'' cay. X. 

" This Chain made us the Envy of the French, '-'v--1 
" and if all had held it as fafl: as Ca)'enguirago, it 
" would have been a Terror a1fo. If we would 
" all heartily join and take the Hatchet in our 
" Hand, our common Enemy would foon be de-
" ftroyed, and we fhould for ever after live in Peace 
" and Eafe. Do you but your Parts, and Thunder 
" itfelf cannot break our Chain." 

Then he mentioned fame J ealoufies they had en• 
tertained of New-England, by their fuffering the 
Cheva]ier D'O to efcape to Canada, which they fuf .. 
peCl:ed had been concerted between him and the 
People of New-England, in Order to treat of Peace. 
" Our Agents, faid he, faw the Chevalier D'O at 
'' Canada, who told them that he had been fet at 
" Liberty by the Englijh, and that it was in vain 
" that the Five Nations warred againft the French, 
" while the Engli/h favoured them." On this Oc
cafion he lhewed them a Filh painted on Paper, 
which the Commiffioners of New- England had given 
them, when they firft entered into the Chain, as a 
Seal to the League. 

He fini!hed by telling them, that they would next 
Day give all the Particulars of their Negotiation in 
Ct!n(!da. 

The next Day Decanefora proceeded to the Ac
count of his Negotiation, as follows : " The Go .. 
'' vernor of Ca11ada having often fent to us to come 
'' to Canada to treat with him, we went thither, 
" and told him that we were come to treat of Peace. 
" We made the following Propofals. 

" Father, if we do not conclude a Peace now, 
" it will be your Fault ; for we have already taken 
" the Hatchet out of the Hands of the River lndi
' ans ( Hudjon's River) w horn we incited to the 

· " War~ 
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CH A P." War. But we muft tell you, that you are an ill 

X. '' Man, you are inconftant and not to be trufted ; 
'-= ., ' '' we have had War together a ]ong T'ime, and 

" though you occafioned the War, we never hated 
'' the Houfe of Ogbef!a, (a Gentleman living at 
'' Jt.fontreal) let him undertake the toilfome Jour
" ney to Onondaga ; for if he will he fhall be wel
'' come. 

'' Father, we are now freaking of Peace, and 
" therefore I muft fpeak a Word to the Praying In
" dians, and firft to thofe of Cahnaaga (chiefly Mo
" hawks) you know our Cuftoms and Manners, 
" therefore make Onondio acquainted therewith, and 
" be affifting in the profecuting of this good Work. 
" Then to the other Caftle, called Canajjadaga, 
" ( chieflr Onondagas) you are worfe than the French 
'' themfelves, you deferted from us, and fide with 

. " our Enemies to deftroy us ; make fame amends 
" now, by forwarding Peace. 

" You have ahnoft eat us up, our beft Men are 
" killed in this bloody War ; but we now forget 
" what is paft. Before this we once threw the 
" Hatchet into the River of Kaihohage,* but you 
'' fifhed it up, and treacheroufly furprifed our Peo
" pie at Cadarackui. After this you fent to us to 
'' have our Prifoners refl:ored ; then the Hatchet 
" was thrown up to the Sky, but you kept a String 
'' fafl:ened to the Helve, and pulled it down, and 
" fell upon our People again. This we revenged 
4 ' to fome Purpofe, by the Deftru&ion of your Peo· 
" ple and Houfes in the Ifland of j\1ontreal. 

" 1Now we are come to cover the Blood from our 
" Sight, which has been filed by both Sides during 
'' this long War. 

* The French call it la Famine, ·near O'fwego. The Treaty 
with Mr. de la Bar was made there. 

" ·anon-
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" Onondio, we have been at War a long Time, weCa A P. 

" now give you a Medicine to drive away all i1l X. 
" Thoughts from your Heart, to purge it and make ~ 
" it clean, and refl:ore it to its former State. 

" Onondio, we will not permit any Settlement at 
" Cadarackui; you have had your Fire there thrice 
" extinguiilied ; we will not confent to your re
" building that Fort, but the Paffage through die 
" River ihall be free and clear. We make the Sun 
" clean, and drive away all Clouds and Darknefs, 
" that we may fee the Light without Interrupti
" on. 

" Onondio, we have taken many Prifoners from 
" one another, during the War. The Prifoners we 
" took have been delivered, according to our Cuf
" tom, to the Families that have loft any in the 
'' War. They no longer belong to the Publick, 
" they may give them back if they pleafe, your 
" Peop1e m:ty do the fame. We have brought 
" back two Prifoners, and refl:ore them to you. 

"After I had finifhed what I had tofay,continueq he, 
" the Governor of Canada told me, that he would 
'' not make Peace with Ccry,engpirago. To this I anfwer
" ed, thefe Words difpleafe me much, you £hall 
" keep Peace with him. Ono;zdio faid again, I muft 
" fight with Ct'-Jenguirago, it is not in my Power to 
" make Peace ; this can on1y be done by my Ma
" fl:er, who Jives over the great Water. To this I 
'

4 replied, I cannot bear this Difcourfe ; if you 
'' !hould fight him now, and not fl:ay till I get 
" Home, al! the Cow··~try will look on me as a 1~ray
'' tor; I can treat with you no longer. The Argu
,, ment on this SubjeCt Jafi:ed three Days, at Iafl: the 
" Governor of Canada airured me, that he would not 
" undertake any Enterprize againft Ca)'eng:drago 
'' this Summer, b:.1t would wait to hear what he 
" wou'd fay. 

" The 
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Ca A P. " The Governor of Canada infifted three Days to 

X. '' ha-ve Hofrages left, which I refufed, but two a
~ ' " greeing of their own accord to ftay, they were 

" left, viZ. one an Onondago, another a Seneka. 
" Then the Governor of Canada made the follow. 

" ing publick Anfwer: · 

" I. I accept of Peace as you offer. 
" 11. Son, bring all the Prifoners back that you 

" have taken from me, and yours !hall have Liber. 
" ty to return Home, if they pleafe. 

" Ill. Children, ered: my Fire again at Cada. 
u rackui, and plant there the Tree of Peace. 

" After this the Governor of Canada delivered 
" me a Belt, which I now lay down before you; 
'' by it he faid, defire Cayenguirago to fend a wife 
" Man to me, and he lhall have Protedion accord
" ing to the Cuftom of Chriftians ; and added, 

u Children of the Five Nations, if Cayenguirag~ 
" iliall employ you to do any Service for him, do 
" not accept of it, let him fend his own People." 
Dccanefora added, that the Governor of Canada h~d 
fixed eighty Days for a Return to this Belt. 

He continued and faid, '' The Sachems of the 
" Dionondadies were prefent; after I had finifhed 
'' my Speech, they faid; May what you have now 
" faid be from your Hearts; we fufpeCl: you are not 
" fincere ; let us no longer feel the Smart of the 
" Hatchet, and gave this Belt which I now lay 
" down. 

" The Prqyifzg Indians next faici, Brethren, 
'' our Father Onondio has told you to bring Home 
" all the Prifoners, do not fail in thi:, ; giving two 
" Belts. 

" Brother Cayenguirago, you will find what I have 
" now faid confirmed by this Paper, which the Go· 

'' vernor 
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" vernor of Canada gave n1e. I brought Letters CH A P. 

" likewife for the J efuit Milet, who was to read the X. 
" Paper to us." 1'he Paper contained the Articles '-=-v 
in French, in which the Governor of Canllda was 
willing to make Peace. 

But befides what Decanofora here tells, the French 
Accounts fay, that he brought two Belts under
ground (that is privately) from three Onondaga Sa
chems, to aifure the Governor of Canada of their 
particular Affection, which the Governor of Canada 
anfwered, by a private Belt to them. 

As foon as Decanefora had done fpeaking, Colonel 
Fletcher rejeCted the Belt fent by the Governor of 
Canada, faying ; If the Governor of Canada have 
any Thing to fay to me, ]et him fend fome of 
his People to Alban)', and they !hall have Protecti
on. 

Next Day Sadekanabtie, after he had fung a long 
Song, gave the following Account of their Negotia
tions with the Dewagunhas and Dionondadies, which 
they had undertaken by the Governor's Ad vice. 

" We were afraid, fays he, to fend Meffengers 
'' of our own People, and therefore we employed 
" two Prifoners we had of the Dionondadies with 
" the Governor's Belt. Some time after this, fome 
" of the Smekas hunting near the Dionondadies, two 
" of them were taken ; but when they were car .. 
" ried to the Dionondadie Caftle, they were not 
" treated like Prifoners ; they were ufed kind:
,, ly, and fent back with the following Offers of 
" I)eace. 

" We are glad to fee you Face to Face to fpeak 
" to you, fince the Sun has been fo propitious to 
" fend home the Men that were Prifoners with you, 
" giving a few Strings of Wampum. 

'' We are glad of this Opportunity to tell you, 
" that we have been both drunk in making \Var on 

'~ one 
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CH A P. " one another ; we now give you a Cordial to ea{e 

X. " your Hearts, that there be no longer War between 
!--"'¥' t " us, by this Belt. 

" We are glad that you have fet the Doors open 
" as far as Cayenguira,go's Houfe~ that we may free
" Jy go thither. Carry him this fecond Belt. 

" Brethren, we thank you for having prepared a 
" Place for us at your General Council of Onondaga. 
c' Our Country is every where free to you to treat 
c, with us, by this third Belt. 

" Brethren, our whole Country rejoiced when 
" you invited us into your Country, and from 
u thence to go where Cayenguirago dwells ; be not 
" afraid to come to our Country, you £hall meet 
u with no Moleftation. 
· " Brethren, we thank you for putting us in 
'' Mind of what was formerly agreed to, viz. that 
" when any ill Accident happens, we were to meet 
" together to compofe Matters, and not to revenge 
" it with vVar. We are now together to put 
" an End to all Mifunderfl:anding, by this fourth 
" Belt. 

" Brethren, (we include a11 the Nations from the 
" Scnekas Country to New-York in this Name) 
" hearken to us. vV e rend the Clouds afunder, 
" and drive away all Darknefs from the Heavens, 
" that the Sun of Peace may lhine with Brightnefs 
" over us all ; giving a Sun of a round red polifh
" ed Stone. 

" Brethren, we put the Hatchet into the Hands 
'' of the Chightaghies, 'J'.withtrwies, and Odjirachies, 
" to war againfl: you ; but we £hall in three Days 
" go to thefe Nations and take the Hatchet out of 
·" their Hands ; giving half a Stone Pipe. 

· " You Senekas are fiupid Creatures, we mufl: 
·" therefore warn you not to hunt fo far from your 
" Caftles, left you be hurt by any of thefe three 

'' Nations 
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" Nations, and then blame us. They then gave CH A P. 
" the other half of the Pipe. X. 

" But Brother Cayenguirago, fays Sadakahnitie, do '--v--' ? 

' ' not fuffer thefe Nations to come nearer than the 
'' Senekas Country, ]eft they difcover our Weak-
" nefs, and to what a low Condition the War has 
'' reduced us. Thefc Nations have been fo long 
" in Fricn'dfhip with the French, and are fo much 
'" under their Influenc~, that we cannot truft them 
'' y~t, or be too much upon our Guard againft 
" them." 

Colonel Fletcher not being able to give the Five 
Nations any Affurance of a vigorous Ailiftance, he 
called the principal Sachems to a private Conference 
on the twentieth. He aiked them, whether they 
had made Peace with the Governor of Canada ; they 
anfwered, that it only wanted his Approbation, and 
added, that they could no longer carry on the War 
wit.hout Affiil:ance. You have the whole Negoti~ 
ations before you, fay they, and we fubmit it to your 
Prudence. 

He then allowed them to make Peace, provided they 
kept faithful in their Chain with the Englifh; but told 
them, that as to his Part he could make no Peace with 
theGovernor of Canada. They were under great Un
eafinefs to leave their Friends in the V\7 ar, they fa id, 
and wilhed, fince neither the Governor of Canada nor 
he would receive Propofals by their Hands, that 
they might think of fome neutral Place to treat. The 
Governor anfwered, that he could neither receive nor 
fend any Mt.lfage on that Haad; and that Peace could 
be only made between them by the two Kings. 

The Governor next aiked them, whether they 
\Vould permit the French to build again at Cada· 
rackui ; they anfwered, they would never permit it, 
and were refolved to infift on it, in all the enfuing 
Treaties, that he never fhall. Then the Governor 

~ added, 
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CH A p. added, if you permit the French to build any where 

X. on that Lake, there will be an End to your Liber-
~ ty, your Pofterity will become Slaves to the French. 

If ever you iliould permit them, I will look on it as 
an abfolute Breach of the Chain with us : If the 
French attempt it give me Notice, and I will march 
the whole Force of my Government to your Affift. 
ance. We fhall find afterwards, however, that the Go
vernment of New-rork was far from making good 
this Promife. 

The Governor told them, that they had lofl: much 
of their Honour in creeping to the French, in fuch 
an abjeCt Manner; for, fays he, the Gov·ernor of 
Canada's Paper, which you brought with you, fays, 
that you came in the mofl: humble and penitent 
Manner, and begged Peace. To which they an
fwered, the Governor of Canada has no Reafon to 
make fuch Reflexions, we have many of his Belts 
to fhew, by which he again and again fued to us 
.for Peace, before we would hearken to him. But, 
replies the Governor, how came you to call him 
Father ? For no other Reafon, they replied, but be
caufe he calls us Children. Thefe Names fignify 
nothing. 

They defired the Governor not to fay any Thing 
particularly of Cadarcakui, in his pub1ick Speech that 
he was to make next Day, for they had, they faid, 
fome among them that would tell all to the Gover
nor of Canada ; and concluded, with wifhing that 
·they had fome one, who could write and read all 
that the Governor had faid to them, that they 
might not forget any Part of it, when they come 
to confult and refolve on this weighty Affair, at their 
General Council at Onondaga. 

Here we fee thefe Barbarians, thefe Savages, as 
we call them, accing with the greateA: regard to the 
Treaties they had entered into with their Allies, 

2 Md 
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and that at a Time when the Exigences of their own CH A P. 

Affairs, and when the faint feeble Affiftance, which X. 
their Allies had contributed in the cemmon Caufe, ~ 
would, among Chri£lian Potentates, have been 
thought a fufficient Excufe for their taking Care of 
themfelves feparatdy, in breach of the moft folemn 
Confederacy they could enter into. 

' The Sachems of the Fz've Nations being met at 0 -
nondaga, to confult on the Terms offered by the 
Frmcb, they were divided in their Opinions ; the 
Cayugczs, and Part of the Senekas, were moft favo
rable to the French Propofals ; but the major Part 
was abfolute1y againft allowing the French to rebuild 
a Fort at Cadarackui, nor would they confent to in
clude all the French Allies in the Treaty, with fame 
of which they had particular Caufes of Animofi· 
ty. • 

The Party that was mofl: for Peace obtained Leave 
to go to Canada, to t1·y whether they could obtain 
Terms lefs difagreeable. They accordingly went 
thither, within the Time prefixed by the Governor 
of Canada, for an Anfwer; and to make themfelves 
more acceptable to the French, they carried thirteen 
Prifoners with them, and delivered them up. The 
Jefuit Miiet was of this Number, who had been 
taken in the Year 1689, and one 'jonfcaire, who had 
been long a Prifoner among the Senekas: He had 
been delivered up to a Family of the Senekas, that 
had loft fame coniiderable Relation, and was by 
them adopted. l-Ie ingratiated himfelf fo much with 
that Nation, that he was advanced to the Rank of 
a Sachem, and preferved their Efteem to the Day of 
his Death ; whereby he became, after the general 
Peace, very ufeful to the French in all Negotiations 
with the Five Nations, and to this Day they ihew 
their Regard to his Fami1 y and Children. 

.,.. 2 When· 
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When the Governor of Canada came to Particu

lars with thefe Deputies, he could obtain nothing 
but ambiguous or dubious Anfwers, as to the re
building of Cadarackui }ort, and the including of 
all the French Allies in the Peace. vVhereupon he 
difmiffed them with Prefents, and made them ma
ny fair Promifes, in Cafe of their Compliance ; but 
threatened thetn with utter Defl:ruCl:ion, in Cafe of 
their refuftng the Terms he had offered. Many of 
the French Indian Allies were prefent, when the Go
vernor of Canada refufed any Agreement without 
his Allies being included in it, and this attached 
them exceedingly to the French lnterefl:. This Re
gard, which the French generally fhew for the Inte
refl: of their Allies, is a Piece of Policy which, upon 
all Occafions, proves ufeful to them ; whereas, the 
NegleCl: of this Piece of natural Juftice has as often 
been prejudicial to others, who have not had fo 
tender a Senfe of it. But it is not fo eafy for a weak 
State to keep up its Honour in fuch Cafes, as it is 
for a powerful Prince. 

CH A P. XI. 

The War renerzved. The French repo.Jlifs them
felves of Cadarackui Fort, and find Means to 
break qff. the Treaty bet1.oeen the Five Nations 
and Dionondadies. 

C H E Five Nations refufing to come to the 
~IA P. Governor of Canada's Terms, he refolved to 
~ force them; and as he fufpeCl:ed that they continued 

obftinate, by the Aqvice of the Englifh, and the 
Confidence they had of the Englijh Affifl:ance, he 
thought he would moft effeCl:ually Jeifen that Confi-

dence, 
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dence, by attacking and defl:roying the remainder ofCH A p: 
the Mohawks, who liv'd adjoining to the Englijh Set- XI. 
tlements. For this Purpofe he refolved to march,~ 
in the Winter, the whole Force of Canada againft 
that Nation ; but one of the Prifoners learning their 
Defign, made his Efcape, and informed the Mohawks 
of it. This made him alter his Meafures, knowing 
well enough, that if the Englifh were prepared to 
receive them, fuch an Enterprize would only lead 
thofe engaged in it to certain Defl:ruction. He then lent 
three hundred Men into the Neck of Land between 
Lake Erie and Cadarackui Lakt, the ufual hunting 
Place of the }ive Nations, in hopes of furpriftng 
them while they hunted carelefsly there, and at the 
fame Time to view the old French . Fort there, to 
obferve in what Condition it remained. 

This Party met with three or four Men, who de
fended themfelves obfl:inately, till they all fell dead 
on the Spot. They furprifed likewife a Cabin, 
where they took fame Men and Women Prifoners; 
and four of them were publickly burnt alive at 
1'v1ontreal. So far the Count de Frontenac thought it 
more proper to imitate the Indiam in their moil: fa
vage Cruelties, than to inftruet them, by his Ex
ample, in the Compaffion of the Chrifl:ian DoCtrine. 
A Party of one hundred and fifty of the J?ive Nati
ons fell upon the Dewagunhas, in their Vvay to Crt
nada, and entirely routed them. Ten Prifoners were 
taken, nine of which were burnt alive, in revenge 
of the fame Fate the four Men of the Five Nations 
had received at Jlllomreal. 

This Year alfo fome fculking French ];Jdi,ms tnur
dered fome People near A!bany and Schenetlady. 

1"'he Party fent to view Cadarackui Fort found it 
in a better Condition than they expeCted, the Indi
ans having negleCted to demolifh ~.nd level the Bafti
ons, and probably they had not Inihnments fufficient to 

1 r 3 . do 
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C H A P. do it. The Count de Frontenac therefore, in the 

X. . Sum mer of the Year 1 69 5, fent a confiderable Body 
~of Men, both French and Indians, thither, to repair 

the Fortifications, and to cover thofe that fuould be 
at work. The Five Nations, in Augufl, fent Mef
fengers to Albany, to acquaint the 'Englijh that the 
French had taken Poffeffion of Cadarackui, and were 
repairing of it. They demanded, in Confequence 
of the Promife Colonel Fletcher had given them, 
the Affiftance of five hundred Men and fame Canon, 
which they promifed they would draw over Land, 
where they could not be carried by Water. At the 
fame Time they de.fired, that the People of Neu· .. 
England might be told, that many of the Owen
agungas were gone with the French to Cadarackui, 
and that this was a proper Time to fal~ upon 
thofe that remained, and to deftroy them, and the 
Women and Children. 

CoiL Fletcber came to Albany in September; there, 
in a Speech to the Five Nations, he blamed them 
for being afleep, when they fuffered the French to 
take Poffeffion of Cadarackui; it would have been 
much eafier, he faid, to have prevented their get. 
ting the Polfeffion, than to drive them out, now 
they are in it, efpecially as now you yourfelves 
are convinced, that it is impoffible to carry Cannon 
thither from this Place. AJJ, fays he, I can now 
do, is to advife you to inveft the Place with your Par~ 
ties, fo as to prevent their receiving any Supply of 
Provifions: By this Means you may force them to 
defert it. Then he gave them I ooo Pound of 
Powder, two T'houfand P-ound of Lead, 57 Fufees, 
one Hundred Hatchets, three Hundre'd and forty 
eight Knives, and two Thoufand Flints, befides 
CJoathing, &c. But in my Opinion, the Government 
of New-York have, on all Occafions, been exceeding
ly to be blamed, in not having fome Men of Experi-

ence 
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,ence among the Five Nations to advife and dirctl: CHAP. 

them on all Emergencies of Importance. The French XI. 

· are very careful of this, and the Officers of the regu-~ 
Jar Troops are obliged to take their Tours among 

their Indians, while the Captains of the independent 

Companies of Fufiliers at Nev;-l"ork live like mili-

tary Monks, in Idlenefs and Luxury. 
The French gained a great Advantage, by po.lfef

fing this Place, as it is of great Security to their 

Traders, in their paffing between Montreal and 

Mif/ilimakinak. It ferved likewife as a Place of 

Stores , and Retreat in all their Enterprifes againft 

the Five Nations, that Place being nearly about half 

Way between Jlvfontreal and the Country of the 

Five Nations. It likewife expofed the Five Natio1ts 
in their hunting, to the Incurfions of that Garifon, 

by its being in the Neighbourhood of their principal 

hunting Place for Bcver. 
The French grew exceedingly uneafy, when they 

found, that the Dionondadies, who live near Miffili
limakinak, had almoft concluded a Peace with the 

Five Nations, and that the refl: of their Allies were 

like to follow their Example : Some of thefe Nati

ons had been at lvfontreal, and at their Return for

warded the Peace, that thereby they might be at 

Liberty to go to Albany; for they informed their 

Neighbours, that the Five NatiollJ had intirely fhut 

up the Path to Montreal; and befides that, the 

French were not in a Condition to fupply them, for 

they had nothing for themfelves, not fo much as a 

Drop of thong Spirits. If thefe Nations had, at 

that Time, deferted the French, it might probably 

have put an End to the French Colony ; for as the 

Lands of Canada barely produce fufficient for the 

Subfiflence of its Inhabitants, the only 1\1eans they 

have of purch.lfing Cloathing and other NecefTaries 

is by their Trade with the Indians. The French 
N 4 ' likewifc 
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CH A P.likewife had been in Danger of greater Mifchief by 

XI. the Peace, for thefe Nations being at War with the 
~Five Natzons, and lying on the Back of them, 

obliged the }ive Nations to keep always a very con
fiderable Part of their Force at home~ to defend 
themfelves againfl: thefe Nations, and to revenge the 
Injuries they received from them ; but if the Peace 
had been concluded with thefe Nations~ the Five 
Nations could have turned their whole Force againft 
Canada, and probably might have perfuaded thefe 
Nations to have joined with them in warring on the 
French. 

1~he French Commandant at Mijjilimakinak had 
his Hands full at this Time ; and if he had not been 
a Man of great Abilities, he mufl: have funk under 
the Difficulties he had to go through ; in the firfl: 
Place, to contradict the Stories brought from }vf.ont
real, he ordered the Stores of his Fort to be fold to 
the Indians at the cheapefl: Rate, and aliured them, 
that great ~antities were every Day expected from 
France, which were only detained by contrary 
Winds; and after thefe Goods !ball arrive, faid he, 
they will be fold cheaper th.in ever they have been, 
He told then1 likewife, that the Count de Frontenac 
would never make Peace with the Five JVations, but 
was refolved to extirpate them ; for which Purpofe 
he was now rebuilding Cczdaraclcui Fort. At the 
fame Time he took all poffible Methods to extin
guiili the Beginnings of Friendfhip, which appeared 
between the .fz.ve Natio11s and Dionondadies. 

The Dionondadies durfl: not avow their treating 
· with the Five J.Vations to the French, neither dud! 
the Five Nations truft their Agents in a Place where 
they knew the French had fo great Influence ; both 
Sides therefore agreed to carry on their Treaty by 
Means of Prifoners w hi eh they took from one an
other. The Civility with which the Dionondadies 
treated thefe Prifoners, their difmiffing them, and 

2 the~ 
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their receiving again Prifoners which had been taken C :H A p. 

by the Five Nations, gave the Commandant fuffici- XI 
ent Ground to fufpeCI: what was doing. The Dio- ~ ...J 

nondadies at lafl: took feven Men of the Five Nations 
Prifoners, and carried them to Mjjilimakznak. The 
Fre11ch perceiving, by their Manner of bringing 
them in, that the Dionondadies intended to treat 
them with the Civility they had lately ufed to o-
thers, murdered two of them wich their Knives as 
they flept afhore. On this the Dzonondadies imme-
diately took to their Arms, faved the other Five, 
and carried them fafe to their Caflle ; and continu-
ing in Arms, threatened Revenge for the Infult 
they had received. 

The French were forced in like Manner to ftand 
to their Arms, and as there are always many dif
ferent Nations at Mif/ilimakinak trading, fome of 
which were inveterate Enemies of the Five Nations, 
they joined with the French. The Utawawas ftood 
neuter. This ga'Ve the Commandant Means of end
ing the Difpute by Compo!ition. He in the firft 
Place affured them, that the Chriflians abhorred all 
Manner of Cruelty, and then told them, that as the 
French iharecl with the Dionundadies in all the Dan
gers and Loff'es fuflained by the War, they ought 
in like Manner to partake with them in any Advan
tage. T.lheDionondadies on this were perfuaded to deliver 
up one of the Prifoners. What I am about to relate, 
I think, gives Room to charge the French w· th a 
Piece of Policy, not only inconfifl:ent with the Chrif
tian Religion, but likewife with the Character of a 
polite People ; and that all Confiderations from Religi
on, Honour, and Virtue, muft give Way to the pre
fent Exigencies of their Affairs. That an End might 
be 'put to the Beginnings of a Reconciliation between 
thefe People and the Five · Nations, the French 
gave a publick Invitation to feafl: on the Soup to 
be made on tbs Pr:foner, and, in a more particular 

l\1anner, 
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CH A P. Manner, invited the Utawawas to the Entertain. 

XI. ment. 
~ , The Prifoner being fidl: made fafl: to a Stake, fo 

as to have Room to move round it, a Frenchman 
began the horrid Tragedy, by broiling the Flefh 
of the Prifoner's Legs, from his Toes to his Knees, 
with the red hot Barrel of a Gun; his Example was 
followed by an Utawawa, and they relieved one an
other as they grew tired. The Prifoner all this 
while continued his Death Song, till they clapt a 
red hot Frying-pan on his Buttocks, when he cried 
out, Fire is ftrong and too powerful ; then all their 
Indians mocked him, as wanting Courage and Refo
lution. You, they faid, a Soldier and a Captain, as 
you fay, and afraid of Fire; you are not a Man. 
They continued their Torments for two Hours with
out ceafing. An Utawawa being defirous to outdo 
the French in their refined Cruelty, fplit a Furrow · 
from the Prifoner's Shoulder to his Garter, and fill
ing it with Gunpowder, fet Fire to it. This gave 
him exquifite Pain, and raifed exceffive Laughter in 
bis Tormenters. When they found his Throat fo 
much parched, that he was no longer able to gratify 
their Ears with his howlrng, they gave him Water, 
to et1able him to continue their Pleafure longer. But 
at la!! his Strength failing, an Utawawa Read off his 
Scalp, and threw burning hot Coals on his Scull. 
Then they untied him, and bid hin1 run for his Life: 
He began to run, tumbling like a drunken Man; 
they fhut up the vVay to the Eaft, and made him 
run Weftward, the Country, as they think, of de
parted ( miferable) Souls. I-Ie had frill Force left to 
throw Stones, till they put an End to his ·Mifery by 
knocking hi1n on the Head with a Stone. After 
this every one cut a Slice from his Body, to con
clude the Tragedy with a Feaft. ·It is doing no In
jury, I think, to thefe Frenchmen, who thus glory 
in this horrid Cruelty, to afk them, whether they 

did 
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did not likewife regale their revengeful Appetites C a A p~ 
with a Share of this inhuman Feaft ? XI. 

hough I have had frequent Occafions to men-~ 
tion thefe barbarous inhuman Cruelties, tranfaCl:ed 
by the Indians, yet I have a voided to relate the 
particul~r Circumftances of them, becaufe I believe 
few civilized Ears can bear the reading of them 
without Horror. But when they are perpetrated by 
Chriftians, and fo far gloried in, as to be recorded 
in their own Hiftory, I am willing to fuew it to my 
Countrymen in its proper Colours. This )aft Piece 
of French Hiftory is taken from Hifloire de l' Ameri· 
que Septentrionale, par Monfr. de la Poterie, publilh-
ed at Paris with the Royal Licence, and recom-
mended to the Publick by Monf. Fontenelle, Vol. ii. 
Page 29S. 

Though this cruel ACt had its defigned EffeCt, in 
breaking off this Method of negotiating between the; 
:Five Nations and Dionondadies, it did not prevent 
the Peace ; and it had very near raifed a Civil War 
with their own Indians, which · was only prevented 
by the dextrous Conduct of the French Officers, 
who, in all kind of Artifice, have always been fu
perior to the Indians. But let me obferve on this 
Occafion, that the avoiding any Misfortune, by any 
bafe or wicked A8:ion, is commonly the Caufe of 
greater Mifchiefs than what is thereby avoided ; and 
of this numerous Examples may be given. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. XII. 

'I'he Count de Frontenac attacks Onondaga iu 
Per}on, with the whole Force of Canada. 
'Ihe Five Nations conthzue the War rzv£th the 
French, and make Peace with the Dionon
dadies. 

CHAP. T HE Count de Frontenac having fecured Ca-
XII. darackui Fort, which was called by his Name, 
~ as a Place of Arms and Provifions, and for a Re

treat to the Men that ihould happen to be fick or 
wounded, refolved to make the Five Nations feel 
his Refenrment of their refufing his Terms of Peace. 
For this Purpofe he affembled all the regular Troops 
of Canada, the Militia, the Owenagzmgas, the ff23a
toghies of Loretto, the Adirondacks, Sokokies, Nepi
ciriniens, the Pra)'ing Indians of the Five Nations, 
and a few Utawawtu, at Montreal, in ]une 1696. 
The other weflern Indians near Mijjilimakinak, by 
their late Correfpondence with the Five Nations, and 
the · DiffatisfaCl:ion they had manifefied, were not 
trufled. The Manner of making War with the In~ 
dians in a Co!mtry wholly covered with Woods, muft 
be fo much different from the Methods ufed in Eu
rope, that I believe the Reader will be pleafed to 
have a particular Account of the Count de Fronte· 
nac's Conduc1 in this, who \Vas an old experienced 
General, in the feventy fourth Year of his Age. 

It is to be obferved, that it is impoffible to pafs 
the vaf1 F01·efis between the Countries of the }zve 
Nations with Waggons, or other Carriages, or on 
I-:Iorfeback, or eve1i on Foot, in the fummer Time, 
by Reafon of many impaffible thick Swamps and 
Moraffes. For this Reafon, the only Method of 

tra veiling 
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travelling is in Bark Canoes, or very light Battoes, CH A P. 

along the Rivers, which may be eafily carried on XII 
Men's Shoulders, where the Stream of the River~ 
becomes too rapid, and from one River to another; 
for which Purpofe the fhorteft Paffes are always 
chofen, and are called, for this Reafon, Carrying 
Places. . 

The Count de Frontenac marched from la Chine., 
in the fouth End of the Hland of Montreal, the fourth 
of July. He divided five hundred Indians [o, that 
the greatefl: Number of them £hould always be in 
the Van, which confifl:ed of two Battalions ot the 
regular Troops. They were followed by the Ca
noes which carried ~he Proviftons. The Van was 
commanded by the Chevalier de Ca!lieres, Gover
nor of Montreal ; he had with him two large Bat
toes, which carried two fmall Pieces of Cannon, 
fmall Mortars, Granadoes, and the Utenfils of the 
Artillery. The Count de Frontenac was at the Head 
of the main Body, accompanied by the Engineer 
and feveral Gentlemen Voluntiers. The Body con
fifted of four Battalions of the l'viilitia, who, in War 
with Indians, were then more depended on than 
the regular Troops; thefe were commanded by Mon
fieur Ramfil)', Governor of 'l'rois Rivieres. The 
Rear, which confifl:ed of two Battalions of regular 
Troops, and of the refi of the Indians, was under 
the Command of the Chevalier de Vaudreuil. All 
the Indians had French Officers fet over them. 

In this Order the Army marched, only thofe that 
' were in the V an one Day, were in the Rear the 

next; and they al wCJ.ys kept a Number of l11dians 
on the Scout, to difcover the Tracks of the Enemy, 
for fear of Ambufcades. And when they were obliged 
to carry the Canoes, and drag the large B~ttoes, fe
veral Parties were detached to cover the Men that 
worked. 

After 



n~ HrsTOltY tJ( tht 
Ca A P. After twelve Days March they arrived at Cada, 

:;tiL rackui F~rt, one hundred eighty Miles from Mrmt-
\oo.-y-·' real. Here they waited for the Utawawas, who 

difappointed them; and in the mean Time raifed a 
Bark, which had remained funk fince Cadaracktii 
Fort was deferted. They croffed over Cadarackui 
Lake to Onondaga River (now Ohfwega). This 
River being narrow and rapid, they ordered fifty 
Men to march on each Side of it, to prevent their 
being furprifed, and the Army moved flowly along 
the River, according to the Intelligence they re
ceived ft~om their Scouts. They found a Tree, as 
they paifed along, on which the Indians had, in their 
Manner, painted the Frenth Army, and had laid hy 
it two Bundles of cut Rufhes. This was a Defiance · ' 
in the Indian Manner, and to tell them by the 
Number of Rulhes, that fourteen hundred thirty 
four Men would meet them. The French paffed 
the little Lake, between Ohjwega and Onondaga, in 
Order of Battle ; and the two Wings, to prevent 
their being furprifed, and to make the Place of their 
Landing more uncertain to the Enemy, took a Cir
cuit along the Coafl:. As foon as they had landed 
they raifed a Fort. A Seneka, who had been fome 
tlme a Prifoner in Ca;rada, and pretended an At· 
tachment to the French, was fent out to make a 
Difcovery. He deferted to the Onondagas. He 
four.d them waiting for the French, with a Refoluti· 
on to defend their Cafl:le, and to :fight the French; 
for w.hich Purpofe they had fent away their Women 
and Children. The Seneka told them that the French 
Army was as numerous as the Leaves on the Trees; 
that they had Machines w hi eh threw Balls up in the 
Air, and which falling on their Cafi:le burft to 
Pieces, and fpread Fire and Death every where, a
gainft w hi eh their Stockadoes could be of no De
fence. This was confirmed by another Sencka, wh? 
deferted. Upon which the Onondagas thought tt 

m oft 
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moft advifeable to retire, leaving their poor Fort c H . A P. 

and bark Cottages all in Flames. X n. 
After the General had an Account of th~s, he ~ 

~ marched to their Village in Order of R1ttle. The 
Army was divided into two Lines : The firft cam. 
manded by the Chevalier de Callieres, who placed him .. 
felf on the Left, confifted of two Battalions of the 
Inhabitants in the Center, and a Battalion of the re-
gular Troops on each Wing. The Artillery follow-
ed them. Moft of the Indians of this Divifion 
were upon the Right, who continually fent out 
Scouts. The fecond Line was commanded by the 
Chevalier de Vaudreuel, compofed of the fame Num. 
her of B<lttalions, and in the fame Order. The 
Count de Frontenac was carried in a Chair direCl:Jy 
after the Artillery. But it was impofiible for them 
to keep their Order, in paffing through thick: 
Woods, and in paffing Brooks. In this formida
ble Manner the aged General marched up to the 
Alhes of the Village, and his Army exerted their 
Fury on the Indian Corn, which covered a large 
Field in thick Ranks. 

An Indian Sac hem, about one hundred Years old, 
would not retire with the reil:, but chofe this Time 
to end his Days. The French Indians had the Plea
fure of tormenting him, which he bore with fur
prifing Evennefs of Mind, and with that Refoluti
on which becomes a Sachem of the Five Nations. 
He told his Tormentors to remember well his Death, 
when his Countrymen fhould come to take terrible 
Vengeance of them. Upon which, one fl:abbing 
him feveral Times with his Knife, he thanked him 
but faid, you had better make me die by Fire, that 
thefe Dogs of Frenchmen may learn how to fuffer 
like Men. You bJdians, their All~es, you Dogs of 
Dogs, think of me when you lhall be in the like 
State. Thus this old Sac hem, under all the Weak
nefi of old Age, preferved a Greatnefs of Soul, and 

a due 
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CH A P. a due Regard for the Honour of his Country, to the 

XII. laft Moment of his Breath. 
~ The Chevalier de Vaudreuil was fent with a De

tachment of fix or feven hundred Men to deftroy 
the Oneydoes Corn, who liv'd but a fmall Diftance 
from Onondaga, which he performed without any 
Refiftance. The Jefuit Milet had lived for the 
moft Part with the Oneydoes ; he had infufed into 
them the moft favourable Sentiments of the French, 
and they had been the moft inclined to Peace on the 
French Terms. Thirty five of them ftaid in their 
Caftle to make the French welcome ; but the only 
Favour they obtained, was to be made Prifoners, 
and carried to Montreal. The French Governor de
clared his Refolutions to extirpate the Onondagas, 
and for that Reafon gave Orders to give no ~ar
ter. 

The Difficulty of fupporting fo many Men in 
thefe Deferts, made it neceifary for 'the Count de 
Frontenac to return as fpeedily as poffible. Though 
the French Army was much 01n Overmatch for the 
Onondagas, both in Number of Men and in their 
Arms, the Onondagas were not fo far difpirited, as 
not to follow them in their Return. They found 
Opportunities to revenge themfel ves in fome Mea
fure, by cutting off every Canoe that happened at 
any Time to be at a Diftance from the main Body. 
This obliged the Count to hafien his March, fo 
that he returned to Montreal the tenth of Au
guft. 

The Onondagas fu.fFered nothing by this charge
able Expedition, but the Lofs of their Corn, and 
their Bark Cottages. They loft not one Man, but 
the old Sachem, who refolved to die a Martyr to 
his Country's Honour. The French fuffered con· 
fiderably by its Confequences ; for all the Planters 
being taken off from their Labour, either in this 
Expedition, or in watching and fecuring their .Forts 

and 
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and Country, a Famine enfued; and this I find has CH ·A p 

often happened in Canada, where all the Men, fit XIli. • 

to bear Arms, have been employed in fuch like ~i~- '...;'\"'-' 

peditions. If the Oneydoes had not timely furrcn-

dered themfel vcs, the Count had not been able to 

have carried Home the Icaft 1-.oken of a V~uory. 

And all that can be faid for this Enterprize is, that it 

was a kind of heroick Dotage. 

The Influence that the J efuit Milet had obtained 

over the Oneydoes was fuch., that fome 'Time af

ter this, thirty of them deferted to the French, 

and defired that he might be appointed their Pa

fl:or. 
In the following Winter the Mohawks, with the 

Governor of New-York.'s Privacy, fent one to the 

Praying Indians with two Belts, and he carried two 

Prifoners with him. Bv the firfl: Belt he afked, 

whether the Path was entirely {hut up between their 

two Countries ; and, by the fecond, demanded 

the Reflitution of a Prifoner the Prayiag Indians had 

taken : But his real Defign was, to learn the State 

of their Country, and what Defigns were form

ing. Notwithftanding the Influence and Arti

fice of the }renrb Priefi:s over thefe Converts, they 

fhll retained ~n AifeeTion to their Countrymen ; 

for which Rea{on the Count de Frc;:tcu.-zc entertain

ed a J ealoufy of thefe 1 ntercourfc$, and threatened 

to put to Death any that iliould come in that Man

ner :1rrain ; but the Mcffenger had the Satisfaction of 

difco~ering the diiheff'cd '-condition of c~;;ada by 

Famine. 
A Party of the Frrnrh was fent out in the Win

ter, to make fome Attempt upon the Englifb Set

tlements near Alba1JY ; but fame A1ohawks and 

Sc.tl .bok Iw!ians me~ting with them, before they 

rc:1ched the Settlements, they were intirely routect. 

]"'Le commanding Officer, one du Bau, and t\VO a

th~rs, favcd therr:felves from the Fury of th~ Indi-
() (rflJ~ 

-. 
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CH A P. ans, by running to .Albany ; the refl: were either 

XII. killed or perifbed in the Woods, fo that not one ' -y- ' Man of this Party got back to Canada. 
It was much eafier for the French to fet the Pra)'~ 

ing Indians upon the Englifh, againfl: whom it is 
poflible many of them had perfonal Animofities, 
that made thetn go over to the French, than to fight 
their Countrymen. Several of them came this 
Winter fkulking about Scheneftady and Albany ; 
and being well acquainted with the Country, and 
fpeaking likewife the Mohawk's Language, by which 
they fometimes deceived the Inhabitants, they fur
prifed fome of the Inhabitants, and carried away 
their Scalps. 

'fhe Five Nations, to fhew that the Count de 
~rontenac's Expedition had no Way difcouraged 
them, fent out feveral Parties againft Canada. One 
of them met with a Party of French upon St. 
Laurence River, near Montreal. The French were 
routed, and their Captain killed. As foon as this 
was heard at Montreal, Repentigni was fent out af
ter them with a confiderable Party of French, Nepi· 
cirinien Indians and Praying Indians ; but this P drty 
was likewife d~feated, and the Captain, with many of 
his Men, killed. 

Thus the War was continued till the Peace of 
Refwick, by fmall Parties of Indians, on both Sides, 
haraffing, furprifing, and fca1ping the Inhabitants 
near Montreal and Albcmy. 

Some Titne this Year the chief Sachem of the 
Dionondadies (wh0111 the French call the Baron) went 
to f<!febeck, pretending a fhong .littachment to the 
Fre11ch, but really to conceal the Treaty of Peace 
that he was on the Point of concluding with the 
Five Nations ; for \vhich Purpofe he had fent his 
Son with nineteen Belts to the SeJZekas. The Sub~ 
fiance of whofe C01nmi1Iion was as follows : 

3 ' The 
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The French have for many Years confounded Ctt A p 

our Refolutions, and deceived us, but now we are XII. • 

refolved to break all their Artifices, by ftopping ~ 

our Ears. We come now to unite with you, while 

the French know nothing of the Matter. The Com

mandant at Milfilimakinak has told us many Lies, 

he has betrayed us, and made us kill one another" 

but we are firmly refolved never to hearken to him 

any more. The Peace was accordingly firmly con-

cluded, notwithftanding all the Oppofition the French 

could make. The French Authors fay, the only 

Reafon that induced the Dionondadies was, that the 

Englijh fold them Goods cheaper than the French 

could. 
Some Time before the News of the Peace arrived, 

the French at Montreal being informed that a Party 

of the Five Nations were difcovered near Cor/ears 

Lake, fent out a Captain with a Party of Sol

diers and Indians, who being well experienced in 

the Manner of making War with Indians., marched 

through the thickeft Woods, and by the leaft fre

quented Places, fo that he difcovered the Enemy t 

without being difcovered. He furprifed that Party, 

killed feveral, and took one Prifoner. The Uta

wawas being then trading at M?ntreal, the Count 

de Frontenac invited them to a Feaft to be made of 

this Prifoner, and caufed him to be burnt publick

ly aiive at Montreal, in the Manner of which I have 

already given two Accounts from the 'French Au• 

thors. 

0 z CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

The Conduct which the Englifh and French o6-
Jerved, in regard to the Five Nations, z"m
mediately after the Peace ifRefwick. 

CH A P. s 0 0 N after the News of the Peace of Refwick 
XIII. reached New-Tork, the Governor fent an Ex-
~ prefs to Canada, to inform the Governor there of 

it, that Hofl:ilities might ceafe. The Five Nations 
having an Account of the Peace earlier than they 
had it in Canada, took Advantage of it, in hunting 
Bever near Cadarackui Fort. The Governor of Ca
nada being informed of this, and believing that the 
Five Nations thought themfelves fecure by the 
general Peace, refol ved. to take his I aft Revenge of 
them. For this Purpofe he fent a confiderable 
Party of Adirondacks to furprife them, which they 
did, and killed feveral, but not without Lofs of 
many of their own Men. The Lofs of one of their 
greateft Captains at that Time gave the R've Jvati
ons the greateft Affliction. After he was mortally 
wounded, he cried out: " MuftI, who have made 
" the whole Earth tren1ble before me, · now die by 
'' the Hands of Children?" for he defpifed the A
dirondacks. 

A Difpute at this Time arofe, between the Go
vernment of New-York and Canada, about the Frmcb 
Prifoners which the Fh7e Nations had in their Hands. 
The Earl of Bel!amont, then Governor of New-York, 
would have the French receive thofe Prifoners from 
him, and directed the Five Nations to bring them 
to .Albany for that Purpofe. The French, on the 
other Hand, refufed to own the Five f\lctions as 
fubjeet to the Crown of Great-Brz'tain, and threat-

3 cned 
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ened to continue the War againft the Five Nationr,C·a A P. 

if they did not bring the Prifoners to Montreal, XIII. 
and deliver them there. The Count de Frontenac ~ 
{ent fome of the Praying Indians with a Meffage to 
thi5 Purpofe, and to have all the French Allies inclu-
ded in the general Peace. 

The Melfenger on his Return told the Count, 
publickly in Prefence of feveral Utawawas, that the 
Five Nations refufed to indude feveral of his Al
lies, but were refolved to revenge the Injuries they 
had received. The Utawawas were exceedingly 
difcompofed at hearing this, and the Count, to re
cover their Spirits, alfured them, that he never 
would make Peace without including all his Allies 
in it, and without having all their Prifoners re
ftored. At the fame Time he made Preparations to 
attack the Five Nations with the whole Force of 
Canada. 

The Earl of Bellam01zt being informed of this, 
fent Captain John Schuyler (of the Militia) to tell 
the Count, that he had the Intereft of the King his 
Mafl:er too much at Heart, to fuffer the French to 
treat the Five Nations like Enemies, after the Con
clufion of the general Peace; for which Reafon he 
had ordered them to be on their Guard, and had 
furnifhed them with Arms and Ammunition ; that 
he had ordered the Lieutenant-Governor, in Cafe 
they were attacked, either by the French or their 
Allies, to join them with the regular Troops ; 
and that, if he found it neceffary, he would raife 
the whole Force of his Government in their De
fence. 

This put a Stop to the French Threatening, and 
both Sides made Complaint to their Mafters. The 
two Kings ordered their refpeCl:ive Governors to be 
afiifting to each other, in making the Peace e.ffi c
tual to both Nations, and to leave the Difputes, as 
o the Dependency of the Indian Nations, to be de-

0 3 termined 
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C H A P. termined by Commiffioners, to be appointed pur

XIII. fuant to the Treaty of Refwick. 
~ It is exceedingly impolitick, when weaker Po· 

tentates, ingaged in a Confederacy againft one pow
erful Prince, leave any Points to be determined 
after the Conclufion of a Peace ; for if they cannot 
obtain a Conceffion, while the Confederacy fl:ands 
and their Force is united, how can a weaker Prince 
hope to obtain it, when he is left alone to himfelf, 
after the Confederacy is diffolved ? The French 
have fo often found the Benefit of this Piece of 
Imprudence, that in all their Treaties they ufe all 
the Cajoling, and every Artifice in their Power, 
to obtain this Advantage, and they feldom mifs 
it. 

About the Time of the Conclufion of the Peace 
at Refwic k, the noted Therouet died at Montreal. 
The French gave him Chriftian Burial in a pompous 
Manner, the Prieft, that attended hitn at his Death, 
having declared that he died a true Chrifl:ian; for, 
faid the Prieft, while I explained to him the Paf
fion of our S:tviour9 whom the Jews crucified, 
he cried out; " Oh ! had I been there, I would 
" have revenged his Death, and brought away their 
f:; Seal ps." 

Soon afte.r the Peace was known at Montreal, 
three confiderable Men of the Praying India11s came 
to 4lbany ; they had fine laced Coats given them, 
and were invited to return to their own Country. 
They anfwered, that they were young Men, and 
had not Skill to make a fuitable Anf wer, and had 
not their ancient Men to canfult with ; but promi
fed to communicate the Propofals to their old Men, 
.and would bring back an Anfwer in the Fall. I 
find nothing more of this in the Regifter of Indian 
.;!ifairs, though it might have been of great Confe
quence had it been purfued to Purpofe ; but fuch 
M~t~ers, where there is not ap irpmediate private 

fro fit, 
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Profit, are feldom purfued by the Englijh with thatCH A P. 

Care and Affiduity, with which they are by the XIIL 

French. '-'-"' • 
While Captain &huyler was in Canada, he enter

ed into fome indifcreet Difcourfe with Monfieur Ma

ricour, for whom the Five Nations had a particular 

Efteem, and call Stowtow~(fe. Captain Schuyler, in 

afferting the Dependency of the Five Nations on 

New-York, faid, that thofe Nations were their Slaves. 

Mr. Maricour told. this Difcourfe to an Onondaga~ 

with all the Aggravations he could, and added, ·that 

it was intirely owing to the Englifh that the Peace 

was not abfolutely concluded, and that Captain 

Schuyler prevented their Prifoners being reftored, 

becaufe he would have them fent to Albany, as be

ing Slaves to the Engli(h. That the French had no 

Difpute with the Englijh, but for the Independen

cy of the Five Nations. This indifcreet ConduCI: 

of Captain Schuyler was fo much refented by the 

Five Nations, that a Deputation of the moft con

fiderable Sachem.s was fent to .. iflbany in June 1 699, 
to complain of it ; and they fent at the fame Time 

Deputies to Canada to conclude the Peace, inde

pendently of the Englijh. Thefe Deputies that 

came to Albany were fo far convinced that the 

French had abufed them, and how much more it 
was for their Security to be included in the general 

Peace with the Engli/h, than to have only the French 
Faith for their Security, that they immediately dif

patched a Meffenger after their Deputies that were 

gone to Canada. Though this Mdfenger reached 

them too late to fl:op their Proceeding, it con

vinced the Deputies fo far of its being for their In

terefl: to be joined with the Englijh in the Peace, 

as they had been in the \Var, that they infifl:ed 
that the Exchange of Prifoners be made ~t Albt!nJ. 

At the fame Time the Meff'cnger was fent after 

their Deputie~ to CaJ'!ada, Colonel Peter Scb:t}ler 
was 



200 ~he HISTORY oftbe 
CH A P. was fent wit .. others to Onondaga, to remove the 

X II. rejudices they had received there. 
~ The Count de Frontenac died while thefe Dif-

putes continued. Monfieur de Callieres, who fuc. 
ceeded him, put an End to them, by agree
ing to fend to Onondaga to regulate the Exchange 
of Prifoners there ; far which Purpofe Monfieur 
Maticour, Ioncaire, and the Jefuit Bruyas, were 
fent. · 

When the French Commiffioners were come 
within lefs than a Mile of Onondaga Caftle, they put 
themfelves in Order and marched with the French 
Colours carried before them, and with as much 
Show as they could make. Decanefora met them 
without the Gate, and complimented them with 
three Str~ngs of Wampum. By the firft he wiped 
away their Tears for the French that had been flain 
in the \Var. By the fecond he opened their 
l\1ouths, that they might fpeak freely ; that is, 
promifed them Freedom of Speech. By the third 
he cleaned the Matt, on w hi eh they were to fit, 
from the Blood th::tt had been fpilt on both Sides: 
'The Compliment was returned by the Jefuit, then 
they entered the Fort, and were faluted with age
neral Difcharge of all the fire Arms. They were 
carried to the beft Cabin in the Fort, and there en
tertained with a Feafl:. The Deputies of the fe
veral Nations not being all arrived, the J efuit, and 
l\1onficur J11aricour, paffed .the Time in vifiting and 
converfing with the French Prifoners. The General 
Council being at ]aft met, the Jefuit made the fol
lowing Speech, w hi eh I take from the Relation the 
Fh)e J.Vatiolls afterwards n1ade of it to the Earl of 
Be!lt!'iJ?Ollf. 

'' I. T am gLid to fee the Five Natimzs, and that 
'; {(Jmc of th em went to Canada, notwithftanding 
"' Ccr/, 't'l' forbid them : I am forry for the Lofs of 

your 
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" your People killed by the remote Indians ; I con-CH A p. 

'' dole their Death, and wipe away the Blood by this XIII. 
'' Belt. ""~"'""•_....., .., 

" 2. The War Kettle boiled fo long, that it 
'' would have fcalded all the Five Nations had it 
" continued ; but now it is overfet, and turned up .. 
" fide down, and a firm Peace made. 

" 3· I now plant the Tree of Peace and Welfare 
'' at Onondaga. 

" 4· Keep faft the Chain you have made with 
'' Cor/ear, for now we have one Heart and one 
" Intereft with them ; but why is Corlear againfl: 
" your correfponding with us, ought we not to 
" converfe together when we are at Peace and in 
" Friendfuip ? 

" 5· Deliver up the French Prifoners you have, 
-''- and we fhall deliver not only thofe of your Na
'' tion we have, but all thofe likewife taken by 
" any of our Allies ; and gave a Belt. 

" 6. I offer myfelf to you to live with you at 
" Onondaga, to infiruct you in the Chriftian Re
" 1igion, and to drive away all Sicknefs, Plagues 
" and Difeafes out of your Country, and gave a 
" third Belt. 

'' 7· This lafr Belt, he faid, is from the Ron
" daxe, or French lndirms, to defire Refl:itution of 
'' the Prifoners taken from them." 

The Jefuit in the Conclufion faid; " Why does 
" not Corlear tell you what paffes between the Go
'' vernor of Crmada and him ? He keeps you in 
" the Dark, while the Governor of Canada con
-'' ceals nothing from his Children. Nor does the 
" Governor of Canada claim your Land, as Cor/ear 
'' does." 

The General Council immediately rejeCl:ed the 
, Belt by which the Jefuit ofFered to ftav with them, 

faying, We have already accepted Co;.Z::r;r's Belt, by 
w hi eh he offers us PaHor:s to intrn~ ~t: us. D:cane

Jora 



'i·oi 'Ihe HisToRY of the 
CHA P.[ora added, The Jefuits have always deceived us, 
XIII~ for while they preached Peace, the French came 
~ • and knocked us on the Head.* To this the J efuit 

replied, that if he had known that Corlear intend
ed to fend them Pafl:ors, he would not have offered 
this Belt. 

It is to be obferved that the Indian Council re-
fufed to hear the French, or to give them an An
fwer, but in Prefence of the Commiffioners from 
Albany. 

The French Commiffioners having afrured the 
Peace with the Five Nations, the Inhabitants of 
Canada efteetned it the greateft Bleffing that could 
be procured for them from Heaven ; for nothing 
could be more terrible than this laft War with the 
Five Nations. While this War lafl:ed, the Inhabi
tants eat their Bread in continual Fear and Trem
bling. No Man was fure, when out of his Houfe, 
cf ever returning to it again. While they laboured 
• n the Fields, they were under perpetual Appre
henfions of being killed or feized, and carried to 
the Indian Country, there to end their Days in 
cruel Torments. They many Times were forced 
to negleCl: both t~eir Seed Time and Harveft. The 
Landlord often faw all his Land plundered, his 
Houfes burnt~ and the whole Country ruined, while 
they thought their Perfons not fafe in their Forti
fications. In fhort, all Trade and Bufinefs was of
ten at an intire Stand, while Fear, Defpair, and 
Mifery appeared in the Faces of the poor Inhabi
tants. 

The French Commiffioners carried fe eral of the 
principal Sachems of the Five Nations back with 
them, who were received at Montreal with great 
Joy. They were faluted by aDifcharge of all the great 
Guns round the Place, as they entered. The 
French Allies took this amifs, and afked if their 
Governor was entering. T hey were told that it 

\Vc1 , 
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was a Compliment paid to the Five Nations, whofe CH A p. 
Sachcmzs were then entering tne Town. We per~ XIII. 
ceive, they replied, that Fear makes the Ftench ~ raJ 
ilicw more Refpett to their Enemies, than Love 
can make them do to their Friends. 

Monfieur de Callieres affembled a.ll the l-i-eJZcb 
Allies, (who were then very numerous at lvfont
real) to make the Exchange of Prifoners, and they 
aelivered the Prifoners they had taken, though the 
Five Nations had fent none to be exchanged for 
them. Thus we fee a brave People ftruggle with 
every Difficulty, till they can get out of it with 
I-Ionour ; and fuch People always gain RefpeCt, 
even from their moft inveterate Enemies. 

1 fhall finifh this Part by obferving, that not
withflanding the Fre11ch Commiffioners took all the 
Pains poffible to carry Home the Fre11eh, that were 
Prifoners with the Five Nations, and they had full 
Liberty from the Indians, few of them could he 
perfuaded to return. It may be thought that this 
was occafioned from the Hardlhip!r they had en
dured in their own Country, under a tyrannical Go
vernment and a barren Soil: But this certainly was 
not the only Reafon ; for the Engl~fh had as much 
Difficulty to perfuade the People, that had been 
taken Prifoners by the French Indians, to leave the 
Indimt Manner of living, though no People enjoy 
more Liberty, and live in greater Plenty, than the 
common Inhabitants of New-rork do. No Argu • 

.. mcnts, no Intreaties, nor Tears of their Friends 
and Relations, could perfuade many of them to 
leave their new l11dian Friends and Acquaintance ; 
feveral of them that were by the Careffings of their 
Relations perfuaded to come Home, in a little 
Timp grew tired of our Manner of living, and 
run away again to the Indians, and ended their 
Day with them. On the other Hand, Indtan Chil-

ren have been carefully educated among the Eng
li!h, 
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CH A p./ijh, cloathed and taught, yet, I think, there is not 
. XIII. one Inftance, that any of thefe, after they had Li-

, ~- • berty to go among their own People, and were 
come to Age, would remain with the Engl~fh, but 
returned to their own Nations, and became as fond 
of the Indian Manner of Life as· thofe that knew 
nothing of a civilized Manner of living. What I 
now tell of Chriftian Prifoners among Indians, re
lates not only to what happened at the Conclufion 
of this War, but has been found true on many 
other Occafions. 

The End if the S E c o N D P A R To 

PAPERS 



p A p E R s 
RELATING TO 

An ACT of the ... AssEMBLY 

0 F THE 

PROVINCE of NE w-ro R K, 

FOR 

Encouragement of the Indian 'Trade, &c. and 
for prohibiting the felling of Indian Goods 

to the French, viz. of CANADA. 

r. A p E TIT I 0 N of the Merchants of London to His 
Majefty againft the faid AB:. 

II. HIs M A J E sTY's Order in Council, referring the 
Petition to the Lords Commiffioners of 'Trade and 
Plantation, 

III. Ex T R A c T of the Minutes of the faid Lords, con
cerning fome Allegations of the Merchants before them. 

IV. The RE poRT of the faid Lords to His Majefty on 
the Merchants Petition, and other Allegations. 

V. The REPoRT of the Committee of Council of the 
Province of New-Ycrk, in Anfwer to th~ faid Petition. 

VI. A MEMo R r A L concerning the Furr-Trade of Nrzu
rcrk, by C. Calden~ Efq; 

B 





T 0 THE 

K 1 N G's Mofl: Excellent Majefiy in 
Council, 

The Humble Petition and Reprefentation of 
Samuel Baker, Samuel Storke, John Bayeux, 
Richard Jeneway, Robert Hackjhaw, Jofeph 
Low, Jojeph Paice, George Streatfidd, Wil
lianz Parkin, and John Evered, Merchants 
of London, trading to New-York, in behalf 
of themfelves, and the reft of the Perfons 
concern'd in the New-rork Trade. 

SHEWE<J'H, 

...-._.........s HAT by an AB: paifed in New-Tork 
the 19th of November, I 720, entitled, 
-~n Aft for Encouragement of the Indian 
<J'rade, and rendering it more beneficial to th~ 

Inhabitants of this Province, and for prohibiting the 
felling of Indian Goods to the French, all Trade 
whatfoever is prohibited in the ftriB:eft Manner, 
and under the fevereft Penalties, between the Inha
tants of New-York Government, and the French of 
Canada, or any Subjects of the ~French King, or any 
Perfon whatfoever, for or on the behalf of any fuch 
Subjects; and which ACt was to continue in force 
for three Years. 

That the Reafons afligned in the Preamble of 
this A et, for the paffing thereof, are, For that the 
French at Canada, by n1eans of Indian Goods pur
chafed from the Inhabitants of New-Tork, had not 
onlyalmoftwhollyengroifed thelndian~rade to them-

. P 2 fdves~ 
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felves, but had, in great n1eafure, withdrawn the 
AffeCtions of the Fi<ve Nations of Indians fron1 the 
Inhabitants of !'few-York, and render' d them waver. 
ing in their Faith and Allegiance to your Majefty ; 
and would, if fuch Trade was not prevented, wholly 
alienate the Minds of the faid Indians, which might 
prove of dangerous Confequence to the Englijh In
tereft in America. 

'fhat this Act was fent home for your Majefty's 
royal Confiderationy but your Petitioners do not 
find that your Majefty ever fignified your Allow
ance or Difallowance thereof; from whence, a!1d 
fron1 the Act's being to continue but three Years, 
your Petitioners humbly conceive the fame was fuf
fered to lie by probationary, to fee whether the faid 
J\tt, in its EffeB:s, was really advantageous or 
prejudicial to the Britijh Cf'rade and Intereft m 
America. 

That your Petitioners have received Ad vice, 
That the Government of New-York either have, or 
are about paffing an AB:, to revive and continue 
the faid AB: for prohibiting all Trade between New· 
York and Canada. 

Upon which Occafion, your Petitioners humbly 
beg leave to reprefent to your Majefty, That the 
faid ACt, tho' in the firft Intention of it, it might 
be well defigned, yet, in its Eftefts, it has proved 
very pernicious to the Britijh Trade in general, and 
to the Intereft of New-York in particular: For, be
fides the Nations of Indians that are in the Englifh 
Intereft, there are very many Nations of Indians, 
who are, at prefent, in the Intereft of the French, 
and· who lie qetween New-York, and the Nations 
of Indians in the Englijh Intereft; and this AB: pro· 
hibiting all Trade between New-York and the French 
of Canada, or any of the Subjects of France, the 
French, and their Indians, would not permit the 
Englifh India11s to pais over by their Forts, fo as to 
c~rry on a free Trade with New-Tork, but pre-. 

4 vented 
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vented their Paffages, as much as poffi ble, whereby 
that moft confiderable and only valuable Branch of 
Trade fron1 New-York, hath, ever fince the paf
fing the faid AB:, very much leffened, from the 
great Difficulties of carrying on any 'Trade with 
the Englifh Indians, and the Prohibition of all Trade 
with the French ; and all the Indian Goods have, by 
this AB:, been raifed in their Price 2 5 l. to 30 !. 
per Cent. 

\iVhereas, on the other hand, this Branch of the 
New-Tork Trade, by the Difcouragements brought 
upon it by this AB:, is almoft wholly engroifed by 
the French, who have already, by this ACt, been 
encouraged to fend proper European Goods to Canada, 
to carry on this Trade ; fo that fhould this AB: be 
continued, the New-Tork Trade, which is very 
confiderable, muft be wholly loft to us, and center 
in the French. 

And your Petitioners further beg leave humbly 
to reprefent,. That as they conceive nothing can 
tend more to the with-drawing the AffeCtions of 
the Five Nations of Indians from the Englifh Inte
re.ft, than the Continuance of the faid AB:, which, 
in its EffeCts, reftrains them from a free Commerce 
with the Inhabitants of New-rork, and may, too 
probably, eftrange them from the Englifh Inter eft : 
Whereas by a Freedom of Commerce, and an en
courag'd lntercourfe of Trade with the French, and 
their Indians, the Englifh Intereft might, in time, 
be greatly improved and :ftrengthened among the 
Indians in general, who, by fuch Latitude of Trade, 
n1ight be link'd to our Friendihip in the H:rongcft 
Ties of their own Intereft, as well as Inclinations. 

That therefore, and as the faid AB: was, in its 
Effects, fo plainly deftruB:ive and prejudicial to the 
Trade and Intereft of thefe Kingdoms, and fo much 
for the Intereft of the French, and greltfy promoted 
that Mifchief which it was intended to prevent, 

B 3 Yo:.tr 

s 



6 '!'he H 1 s T oR Y of the 
Your Petitioners moft humbly pray your Ma

jefty, That you would be ~rac~ouily pleafed 
to give the neceffary D1recbons to your 
Governour of New-rork, not to pafs any 
new AB: for the reviving or continuing the 
iaid ACt prohibiting Trade with the French 
of Canada ; and that if any fuch ACl, or 
any ACt of the like Tendency, be already 
paifed, that the fame may be repealed. And 
your Petitioners fhall ever pra)', &c. 

Samuel Baker, 
}(ob.llack)ba·rv, 
Jo. Lloyd, 
Sam. Storke, 
J. Bayeux, 
Sam. ~Pitch, 
Rich. Jeueway, 
Jof Lowe, 
Ajher Levy, 
John Paine, 

J. Bull, 
F;•·a. Wilks. 
T171n. Parkin, 
John Gilbert, 
Jof P aice, j un. 
Rich. Afico, 
J o. Miranda, 
Geo. Streatjield, 
'John Everet, 
r homp fon Hayne. 

At the Court at St. James' s the 3oth Da;' 
of April, I 724. 

PRESENT 

The KING's M oft Excellent Majefiy in Council. 

U PON Reading this Day at the Board the 
humble Petition and Reprefentation of Sa~ 

muel Baker, Samuel Storke, and feveral others, Mer
chants of London, trading to New-Tork, in behalf 
of themfelves, and the reft of the Perfons concern' cl 
in the New-Tork Trade, which Petition fets forth, 
That great Difcouragements have been brought upon, 
the Britijh Trade, by an Ac1: patTed in the faid Co
lony of New l"ork, the 19th of November, 1720, 

r.ntitled, 
_, 
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~ntitled, An AB for the Encouragement of the Indian 
Trade, and rendering of it more beneficial to the In
habitants of this Province, and for prohibiting the 
felling of Indian Goods to the French. And t11at 
as the faid ACt was to continue in force only for 
three Years, they are informed the Government of 
New-York either have, or are about paffing an Act 
to revive and continue the fame : Wherefore they 
humbly pray, that the Governour of that Colony 
may be ordered, not to pafs any new ACt for that 
purpofe ; and if any fuch ACt be already pafs' d, 
that it may be repealed. 

It is ordered by his Majefty in Council, That 
the faid Petition (a Copy whereof is hereunto an
nexed) be, and it is hereby referred to the Lords 
Cotnn1iflioners for Trade and PJantations, to exa
mine into the fame, and report to his Majefty, at 
this Board, what they conceive fit to be done there-
m. 

Signed, 

James Yerno11. 

ExtraCI of the Minutes of the Right Honour
able the Lords Commijjioners for 'Irade and 
Plantations, the 7th of July, 1724. 

MR. Sharp attending, as he had been defired, 
with feveral New- rork Merchants, their 

Lordfhips took again into Confideration the Order 
of Council of the 3oth of April, mentioned in the 
Minutes of the firft of J\1ay laft, referring to the 
Board their Petition againft the Renewing an ACt 
paffed in New-York, in November, I 720, entitled, 
An Aft for the Encouragement of the Indian 'rrade, 
and renderi11g of it more efJeflual to the Inhabitants 
of thiJ Province, and for prohibiting the felling of 

· B 4 Indian 
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Indian Goods To the French. And Mr. Sharp, irt 
behalf of the feveral Merchants, acquainted their 
Lordfhips, That he conceived this AB:, tho; its 
Io.tention of gaining the Indians to the Englifh In
tereft might be good, would have quite a contrary 
Effect, btcaufe, if the Trade with the French was 
prevented, and the Merchants ihould difcontinue 
that with the Indians, (as he was informed they 
would) the French might lay hold of this Oppor
tunity to furnifh themfelves with Goods fi·om Eu-
1·ope, and fupply the Five Nations of Indians, and 
thereby gain them to their Intereft : And this, by 
reafon of their Situation, would not be in the 
Power of the Eng!i0 to prevent : That they were 
two or three hundred Leagues diftant from Alban)', 
and th~t they could not con1e to trade with the 
Englijb Gut by going down the River St. Laurence, 
and from thence through a Lake, which brought 
thetn within eighteen Leagues of Alban)'. 

And that the French having made Settlements 
aJong the fa1d River, it would be in their Power, 
whenever they pleafed, to cut off that Communi
cation. 

'rhat this Act had b~en fo great a Difcourage
mcnt to the Britijh 'J'rade, in general, that there 
had not been, by far, fo great a OEantity of Beaver, 
and other Furs, imported into Great-Britain fince 
the pafT1ng the faid AB:, as there was before ; nor 
half the ~antity of EuropeaJz Goods exported. 

That feveral Merchants who had fent over to 
New-York confiderable ~anti ties of European Goods, 
had received A.dvice from their Correfpondents, 
'I' hat fl1ould another Act of the like Nature be 
paffed, they could not find a vent for them, and 
defired they would fend no more. 

Upon the whole, Mr. Sharp defired, in behalf 
~f the Merchants, that Mr. Burnet might be di
rected not to pafs any ACt of the like Nature for 
the future. 

To 
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'To . the K 1 N G's Moft Exc~llent Majefiy .. 

~ May it pleafe your Majefly ; 

I N Obedience to your Majefty's Commands, fig· 
nified to us by your Order in Council of the 

~ 3oth of April laft, referring to us the Petition of 
feveral Merchants of London trading to New-Tork, 
fetting forth " The great Difcouragements that 
" have been brought upon the Britijh Trade by an 
" Aft paffed in New- rork the I 9th of November 
" 17 20, entitled, An .Aft for the Encouragement of 
" the Indian Trade, and re;tdering of it 1ii01"e bene
" ficial to the Inhabitants of this Pro'Vince, and for 
" prohibiting the felling of Indian Goods to the 
" French. And that as the faid Act is now ex
" pir' d, the faid Merchants are informed the Go
" vernment of New-York either have, or are about 
" paffing an Act to revive and continue the fame; 
" and therefore pray, that a frop may be put 
" thereto." We hmnbly take leave to reprefe,nt 
to your Majefty, 

~fhat we have been attended by the Petitioners, 
who informed us, that they have found this Act, 
by Experience, to be fo great a Difcouragement to 
the Britifh Trade, that there has not been, by far, 
fo confiderable a ~antity of Beaver, and other 
Furs, imported into Great-Britain, from New
York, fince the paffing the faid • .1\.Ct, as heretofore, 
nor half the ~1antity of European Goods exported 
thither; in confequence whereof the Price of Furs 
is raifed Five and Twenty and TEirty per Cent. to the 
great Prejudice of feveral Britijh ManufaCtures. 

They likewife affirmed, That it was itnpractica
ble to hinder the French from fupplying the In
dians with European Goods: For tho' New-Tor.~ 
fuould not furnifh them, the French would find 
another way to be fupplied therewith, either from 

fome 
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fome other of his Majefty' s Plantations, or, it 
might be, direCtly from Europe. That it was of 
dangerous Confequence to force this Trade into a 
new Channel, many of the Goods which the Indians 

· want being as eafy to be had direCtly from France 
or Holland, as from Great-Britain. 

They further added, That it was not likely the 
ACt, in queftion, fhould produce the Effects ex
peCted from it, n1ore particularly that of fecuring 
the Five Indian Nations firmly to the Britijh Inte
_reft ; becaufe, if the French fuould once get a Sup
ply of the Goods neceffary for the Indian Trade, 
from any other Place, as the Five Indian Nations are 
fettled upon the Banks of the River of St. Lawrence, 
direCtly oppofite to [tuebeck, two or three hundred 
Leagues diftant from the neareft Britijh Settlement 
in New-York, the Vicinity of the French would fur
nifh them with the Means of fupplying even the 
Fi'?Je Nations with thefe Goods, and confequently oi 
alienating their AffeCtions from the Britijh Intereft. 
And that there was no ProfpeCl: of obtaining a 
Trade with the French Indians by this means, be
caufe the French would always be able to prevent 
their Paffage crofs the Lakes and River of St. Law
rence to our Settlements. 

Thefe were the moft material Objections made 
by the Merchants againft the Bill. 

On the other hand, the Preamble of the Act 
fets forth, That it was found by Experience, that 
the French of Canada, by means of IndiJ}.n Goods 
brought from that Province, had not only almoft 
wholly engroffed the Indian Trade, but had in great 
Meafure, withdrawn the Affections of the Five 
Nations of Indians from the Inhabitants of that Pro
vince, and rendered the1n wavering in their Alle
giance to your Majefty ; and would, if fuch Trade 
were not prevented, altogether alienate the Minds 
of the faid Indians, which would prove of dan-

gerous 
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gerous Confequence to the Englijh Intereft in 
America. 

And Mr. Burnet, your Majefty" s Governour of 
New-York, informs us, That, fince the palling of 
this Act, feveral of the far Indians had come to 
Albany to trade ; That fome of them came above 
one thoufand Miles, and are now incorporated with 
the Five Nations : That he had likewife Intelligence 
of more far Indians that defign' d to come to Al
hany, which he conceives to have been a good Ef
feCt proceeding from this AB: : And likewife adds, 
That he did not doubt but the Cheapnefs of Goods 
in Albany would induce the Indians to trade there~ 
rather than with the French at Montreal ; and that 
the Traders of Albany began to be fenfible of their 
Error in fuaring a Trade with the French, which they 
now perceive they can keep wholly to themfelves. 

Upon the whole, being doubtful of fome of the 
FaCts all edged by the Merchants, and confidering 
how far the Britijh :I'rade may be affeCted by this 
ACt, on the one hand ; and how much the Security 
and Intereft of your Majefty' s Colonies in America 
may be concerned, on the other, we are humbly of 
Opinion, That no DireCtions ihould be fent to New
York, upon the Subject-Matter of this AB:, till 
Mr. Burnet fuall have been acquainted with the Ob
jections of the Merchants thereto, and his Anfwers · 
and Obfervations received thereupon. For which 
end, if your Majefty fuall be graciouily pleafed to 
approve of this our Propofal, we !hall forthwith 
fend him Copies both of the Merchants Memorial, 
and of what Objections they have 1nade before us 
to the SubjeCt-Matter of this Bill. 

Which is moft humbly fubtnitted. Signed, 

J. Chetwhzd, I R. Plummer, 
Whitehall, :I'. Pelham, Ed. Ajhe. 

"uly 14, I 724. M . Bladen, . 
5 'I'he 
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:!he Report of a Commmittee of the Council held 
at New-York, November 6, 1724. 

May it pleafe your Excellency, 

I N Obedience to your ExcelleJlcy' s Commands 
in Council, the 29th of Oftober, referring to us 

a Petition of feveral Merchants in London, prefent
ed to the King's moft excellent Majefty, againft 
renewing an AEt paffed in this Province, entitled, 
An Atl for Encouragement of the Indian 'l'rade, and 
rendering Jt more effectual to the Inhabitants of this 
Province, and for prohibiting the felling of Indian 
Goods to the French; as likewife the feveral Alle
gations of the faid Merchants before the Right 
Hon. the Lords of Trade and Plantations, we beg 
Leave to make the following Remarks. 

In order to make our Obfervations the more 
diftintl: and clear, we fhall gather together the fe
veral A:lfertions of the faid Merchants, both in 
their Petition, and delivered verbally before the 
Lords of Trade, as to the Situation of this Pro
vince, with refpeCt to the French and Indian Nations, 
and obferve on them, in the firft Place, they being 
the Foundation on which all their other Allegations 
are grounded. Afterwards we fhall lay before 
your Excellency, what we think nece£fary to obferve 
on the other parts of the faid Petition, in the Order 
they are in the Petition, or in the Report of the 
Lords of 1~racle. 

In their geographical Accounts they fay, " Be .. 
" fides the Nations of Indians that are in the En· 
~' glifh Intereft, there are very many Nations of 
~' Indians, who are at prcfent in the Intereft of the 
" French, and who lie between New-York and the 
~, Nations of Indians in the Englifh Intereft.
" The French and their Indians would not permit 
" the Englijh Indians to pafs ovtr by their Fort·s .. 

The 
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The faid ACt " Reftrains them (the Five Na-

" tions) from a free Commerce with the Inhabitants 
" of New-York. 

" The Five Indian Nations are fettled upon the 
" Banks of the River St. Lawrence, directly op
" pofite to §)_yebeck, two or three Hundred Lea
" gues diftant from the neareft Britijh Settlements 
" in New-Tork. 

'' They (the Five Nations of Indians) were two 
" or three Hundred Leagues diftant fron1 Albany; 
" and that they could not cotne to trade with the 
" Englifh but by going down the River St. Law
" rence, and from thence through a Lake, which 
~' brought them within eighteen Leagues of 
" Albany." 

Thefe Things the Merchants have thought it fafe 
for them, and confiftent with their Duty to his 
facred Majefty, to fay in his Majefty's Prefence, 
and to repeat them afterwards before the Right Hon .. 
the Lords of Trade, though nothing can be n1ore 
direCtly contrary to the Truth. For there are no 
Nations of Indians between New-ro,-k and the N a
tions of Indians in the Englifh Intereft, who are now 
fix in Number, by the Addition of the CJ'ufcaroras. 
The Mohawks (called Annies by the French) one of 
the Five Nations, live on the South-fide of a Branch 
of Hudfon' s-River, (not on the North-fide, as they 
are placed in the French Maps) and but forty Miles 
direCtly Weft from Albany, and within the Englijh 
Settlements, iome of the Englijh F anns upon the 
fame R.iver being thirty Miles further Weft. 

The Oneidas (the next of the Five Nations) lie 
Iikewife Weft fron1 Albany, near the Head of the 
Mohawks- River, about one Hundred Miles from 
.Albany. 

The Onondagas lie about one Hundred and Thirty 
Miles Weft from Albany. And the CJ'ufcaroras live 
partly with the Oneidtts, and partly with the Onon
dagas. 

The 
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The Cayugas are abcut one hundred and fixty 

Miles from .Albany. 
And the Sennekas (the furtheft of all thefe Na

tions) are not above two hundred and forty Miles 
rron1 .Albany, as may appear by Mr. De L' Jfle's 
.Map of Louifiane, who lays down the Five Nations 
under the Name of Iroquois. 

1\.nd Goods are daily carried from this Province 
to the Sennekas, as well as to thofe Nations that lie 
nearer, by Water all the Way, except three l.\1iles, 
(or in the dry Seafons, five Miles) where the Tra· 
ders carry over Land between the Mohawks-River 
and the fVood Creek, which runs into the Oneida
Lake, without going near either St. Lawrence-River, 
or any of the Lakes upon which the French pafs, 
which arc entirely out of their Vl ay. 

The neareft French Forts or Settletnents to Al
bany, are Chambly and Monreal, both of them lying 
about North and by Eaft from .Albany, and are 
near two hundred Miles diftant frorn it. ~uebeck 
lies about three hundre~ and eighty Miles North
Eaft from .Albany. So far is it from being true, 
that the Five 1 1 ations are fituated upon the Banks 
of the River St. Lawrence, oppofite to §<gebeck, that 
.Albany lies almoft direCtly between I?)g.ebeck and the 
Five JVations. And to fay that thefe Indians cannot 
come to trade at .Albany, but by gomg down the 
River St. Lawrence, and then into a Lake eighteen 
Leagues from Albany (we fuppofe they mean Lake 
Champlain) palling by the French Forts, is to the 
fame Purpofe as if they fhould fay, that one can
not go from London to Brijtol, but by Way of 
Edinburgh. 

Before we go on to obferve other Particulars, we 
beg Leave further to remark, that it is fo far from 
being true, that the Indians in the French Intereft, 
lie between JVew-York and our Five Nations of In
dians, that fome of our Nations of Indians lie be· 

;tween the French and the Indians, from whence the 
Frmch 
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French bring the far greateft ~antity of their 
Furs: For the Sennekas (whom the French call So
nontouons) are fituated between Lake Erie and Ca
taraqui Lake, (called by the French Ontario) near the 
great Fttll of Jagara, by which all the Indians that 
live round Lake Erie, round the Lake of the Hu-
rons, round the Lake of the Illenois, or Michegan, 
and round the great Upper Lake, generally pafs in 
their Way to Canada. All the Indians fituated up-
on the Branches of the Mifrjjippi, muft likewife 
pafs by the fame Place, if they go to Canada. And 
all of them likewife in their V\T ay to Canada, pafs 
by our Trading-Place upon the Cataraqui Lake, at 
the Mouth of the Onondaga River. The neareft 
and fafeft ·way of carrying Goods upon the Cata-
raqui Lake towards Canada, being along the South-
fide of that Lake, (near where our Indians are fet-
tled, and our Trade of late is fixed) and not by the 
North-fide and Cataraqui, or Frontinac Fort, where 
the French are fettled. 

Now that we have reprefented to your Excellency, 
hat not one Word of the Geography of thefe 

Merchants is true, ~ upon which all their Reafoning 
is founded, it might feem needlefs to trouble your 
Excellency with any further Remarks, were it not 
to fhow with what earneftnefs they are promoting 
the French Intereft, to the Prejudice of all his Ma
jefty' s Colonies in North America, and that they 
are not afhamed of afferting any Thing for that 
End, even in the Royal Preience. 

Firjl, They fay, " That by the A~.'l: paffed in 
" this Province, entitled, .An Act for Encourage
" men! of the Indian 'I'rade, &c. All Trade what
'' foever is prohibited in the ftriB:eft Manner, and 
" under the fevereft Penalties, between the Inha
'' bitants of New-York Government, and the 
" French of Canada." 

This is not true, for only carrying Goods to the 
French, which are proper for the Indian '.trade, is 
4 
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prohibited. The Trade as to other Things, is left 
in the fame State it was before that ACt was made, 
as it will appear to any Perfon that £hall read it: 
... 1\nd there are yearly large ~antities of other 
Goods openly carried to Canada, without any Hin
drance from the Government of New-York. What
e::ver may be faid of the Severity and Penalties in 
that ACt, they are found infufficient to deter feme 
from carrying Goods clandeftinely to the French ; 
and the Legiilature of this Province are convinced 
that no Penaltie~ can be too fevere, to prevent a 
Trade which puts the Safety of all his Majefty's 
Subjeets of North America in the greateft Danger. 

Their next Affertion is, All the Indian Goods hav~ 
hy this Aft, been raifcd 2 sl. to 30 1. per Cent. This 
is the only Allegation in the whole Petition, that 
there is any Ground for. . N everthelefs, though the 
common Channel of Trade cannot be altered with
cut fome Detriment to it in the Beginning, we are 
affured from the Cuft01n-houfe Books, that there 
has been every Year, fince the palling of this Act, 
n1ore Furs exported from New-York, than in the 
Year immediately before the paffing of this ACt. 
It is not probable, that the greateft Difference be~ 
tween the Exportation any Year before ~his Att, 
and any Year fince, could fo tnuch alter the Price of 
Beaver, as it is found to be this laft Year. Beaver 
is carried to Britain from other Parts befides New
Tork, and it is certain that the Price of Beaver is 
not fo much altered here by the QEantity in our 
Market, as by the Demand for it in Britain. But 
as we cannot be fo well informed here, what occa
fions Beaver to be in greater Demand in Britain, 
we nlufr leave that to be enquired after in England. 
However, we are fqlly fatisfied that it will be found 
to be for very different Reafons from what the Mer
chants alledge. 

The Merchants go on and fay, Whereas on tbe 
~tber Hand, this Branch of the Ncw-York '.trade, 

# by 
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by the Difcouragements brought upon it by this AEf., 
is almo.ft ~wholly engroffed by tbe French, who have 
alr-eady by this Aft, been encouraged to fend proper 
European Goods to Canada, to carry on this Trade, 
fo that Jhould this Afl be continued, the New-York 
CJ'rade which is very conjiderable, mufl be wholly loft to 
us, and center in the French. 'rhougb New
y ork jhould not furnifh them, the French would find 
another Way to be fupplied therewith, either from 
fome other of his Ma}efly' s Plantations, or it might 
be direftly from Europe. Many of the Goods 
·which tbe Indians want being as eafy to be had di
reftly from France or 1-!olland, as from Great-Britain. 

This is eafily anfwered, by informing your Ex
cellency, that the principal of the- Goods proper 
for the Indian Market are only of the Manufactures 
of Great-Britai1t, or of the Britifh Plantations, viz. 
Strouds, or Stroud-Waters, and other Woollens,. 
and R.um. 1'he French 1nuft be obliged to buy all 
their Woollens (the Strouds efpecially) in England, 
and thence carry them to France, in order to their 
1 'ranfportation to Canada. The Voyage to §<gebeck 
through the Bay of St. Lawrence, is well known 
to be the m oft dangerous of any in the World, and 
only practicable in the Summer Months. The 
French have no Commodities in Canada, by reafon 
of the Cold and Barrennefs of the Soil, proper for 
the Weft.- India Markets, and therefore have no Rum 
but by Veffels from France, that touch at their 
Ifbnds in the We.ft-Indies. New-York has, by Rea
fan of its Situation, both as to the Sea and the In
dians, every Way the Advantage of Canada9 The 
New-York Veffels make always two Voyages in the 
Year from England, one in Summer and another in 
Winter, and feveral Voyages in a Yelr to the We.ft
Indies. It is manifefl: therefore, that it is not in the 
Power of the French to import any Goods near fo 
cheap to Cauada, as they are in1ported to New
York. 

c 
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But to put this out of all Controverfy, we need 
only obferve to your Excellency, That Strouds 
(without which no confiderable Trade can be car
ried on with the India11s) are fold at Albany for Iol. 
a Piece : They were fold at Mo11real before this Act 
took Place, at I 3 l. 2. s. 6 d. and now they are 
fold there for 2 5 l. and upwards: Which is an evi
dent Proof, that the French have not, in thefe four 
Years Time (during the Continuance of this Act) 
found out any other Way to fupply themfdves 
with Strouds, and likewife that they cannot trade 
without them, fceing they buy then1 at io ext•·"wa
gant a Price. 

It likewife appears, that none of the neighbour
ing Colonies have been able to fupply the French • 
with thefe Goods ; and thofe that know the Geo
graphy of the Country, know it is itnpraCi:icable 
to do it at any toleral>le Rate, becaufe they muft 
carry their Goods ten 1"'itnes f1Irthcr by Land than 
wr:: need to do. 

V\r e are likewife affured, that the Merchants of 
Monreal lately told Mr. Vaudreuil their Governor, 
that if the 1"'rade frmn Albmry be not by fome 
Means or other encouraged, they n1uft abandon 
that Stttkn1ent. \Ve have Reafon therefore to fuf
pecr, that thefe Merch::mts (at leaft fome of them) 
have been praCi:ifed upon by the French Agents in 
London ; for no doubt, the French will leave no 
Method untried to defeat the prefent Defigns of 

· this Government, feeing they are more afraid of 
the Confequences of this 'I'rade between New-York 
and the Indians, than of all the warlike Expeditions 
.that ever were attetnpted againft Canada. 

But to return to the Petitioners, '.they conceive 
itothi11g can tend more to the ·withdrawing the Affec
tions of the Five Nations of Indians from the Englifh 
Intereft, than theContinumzce of the faid Aft, which 
in its Ejfe!Js re.ftrains them from a free Commerce with 
the /J;,habitants of New-York, and may too prcbabb·, 

ejlra11ge 
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-eflrange the'm from the Englifh Intereft, whereas by 
a Freedom of Commerce, and an encouraged Intercourfe 
of 'I'rade with the French and their Indians, the 
Engli!h Interefl might in 'I'ime, be greatly improved 

and ftrengthened. 
It feems to us a ftrange Argument to fay, that 

an ACt, the whole Purport of which is to encourage 

our own People to go among the Indians, and to 

draw the far Indians through our Indian Country to 

Albany (and which has truly produced thefe EffeB:s) 

would on the contrary, reftrain them from a free 

Commerce with the Inhabitants of New-Tork, and 

may too probably eftrange them from the Englijh 
lntereft, and therefore that it would be much wifer 

in us to make ufe of the French, to promote the • 

Englifh Intereft; and for which End, we ought to 

encourage a free Intercourfe between them and our 

Indians. The reverfe of this is exactly true, in the 

Opinion of our Five Nations; who in all their pub

lick Treaties with this Governn1ent, have repre

fented againft this Trade, as '!'he Building the French 

Forts with Engli!h Strouds: That the encouraging 

a Freedom of Commerce with our Indians, and the 

Indians round them, who muft pafs through their 

Country to Albany, would certainly increafe both 

the Englijh Intereft and theirs, among all the N ati-

ons to the W eftward of them ; and that the Clr

rying the Indian Market to Monreal in Canada, 
draws all the far Indians thither. 

The laft Thing we have to takeN otice, is what 

the Merchants afferted before the Lords of Trade, 

viz. '!'hat there has not been half the ~tantity of Eu

ropean Goods exported jince the pa.fling of this Aft, 
that ufed to be. 

We are well affured, that this is no better ground

ed than the other Facts tney affert with the fame 

PoGtivenefs. For it is well known almoft to every 

Perfon in New-York, that there has not been a lefs, 

but rather a greater ~antity of European Goods 
C 2 im porte<\ 
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imported into this Place, fince the paffing of this 
Ad, than was at any Tin1e before it, in the fame 
Sp1ce of Time. P. .... s this appea:·s by the Manifef1:s 
in the Cuft01n-houf~ here, the fame may likewife 
be eafily proved by the Cufton1-houfe Books in 
London. 

As all the Arguments of the 1\'ferchants run upon 
the ill Effects this Act has had upon the 1~rade and 
the l\1inds of the llldians, every one of which we 
h;1ve H1own to be afftrtcd without the leaft Foun
dation to fupport them, ther~ nothing now remains, 
but to i11ow the good Etfct1:s this Act has pro
duced, which are fo notorious in this Province, that 
we know not one Pcrfcn that now opens his 11outh 
Jgainft the·.A.et. 

Before this ACt paffed, none of the People of 
this Province travelled into the Indian Countries to 
trade : \V e have now above forty young Men, who 
have been fevcral Ti1nc.:s as far as the Lakes a trad
ing, a·nd thereby become well acquainted, not only 
Nith the Trade of the Indians, but likewife with 
their Manners and Languages ; and thefe have re· 
turned with fuch large ~Jantities of Furs, that 
greater Numbers are refolved to follow their Ex
ample. So that we have good Reafon to hope, 
tlut in a little Time the Englijh will draw the whole 
lndim1 Trade of the Inland Cocntries to Alba11y, 
and into the Country of the Five Nations. This 
Government has built a publick Trading-houfe up
on Cataraqui Lake, at Irondequat in the Sennekas 
Land, and another is to be built next Spring, at 
the l\1outh of the OnoJldagas River. All the far 
Indians pafs by thefe Places, in their Way to Cana
da; and they are not above half fo far from the 
Englifh Settlemen!s, as they are from the French. 

So far is it from being true what the Merchants 
1:-q, 'I' hat the French Forts interrupt alt Communica
tion between the Indians and the Er.glifh, that if thefe 
Places be well fnpported, as they eafily can be from 

4 our 
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our Settlements, in cafe of a Rupture with the 
French, it will be in the Power of this Province, 
to intercept the grc;;.tdl Part of the Trade bctwe~n 
Canada and the India;;s, round the Lakes and the 
Branch~s of the }Jijzjjippi. 

Since this Act paifed, many Nations have come 
to Alba71)' to trade, and L:ttle .Peace and F riendihip, 
v:hofe Names had not fo 1nuch as been heard of 
among us. 

In the Beginning of May I 7 2 ~, a Nation of In
dians c~1ne to Albany finging and dancing, with 
their Calumets before them, as they always do 
·when they come to any Place where they have not 
be':n b~fore. We do not find that the Commif
fioners of Indimz Affairs, were~ able to inform thern
fdves what Nation this was. 

Towards the En-1 of the L1me 1\fonth, eighty 
Men, b~Gdes Women and Children, came to ./11-
bauy in the fame Manner. Thefc: had one of our 
Five :Nations with them for an Interpreter, by 
whon1 they informed the Commifi1oncrs, that they 
were of a great Nation, called Nebkereages, coniift
ing of fix Caftles and Tribes; and that they lived 
near a Place called by the French Mijfilimakina.~, 
between the Upper Lake and the Lake of the I-ltt
rons. Thefe Indians not only defired a free Com
merce., bt~t likewife to enter into a ftritt League of 
Friendihip with us and our Six .lYatio11s, that they 

.. n1ight be accounted the Sevmth Nation in the 
League; and being received accordingly, they 
left their Calumet as a Pledge of their Fidelity. 

In ]une another Nation arrived, but from what 
Part of the Continent we have not learned. 

In ]uly the 'I'wightwies arrived, and brought an 
Indian Interpreter of our Nations with them, who 
told, that they were called by the French Miamies, 
and that they live upon one of the Branches of the. 
River Miftjfippi. 

.At 
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At the fame Time fame of the CJ"'ahfagrondie In

dians, who live between Lake Erie and the Lake of 
the Hurons, near a French Settlement, did come 
and renew their League with the Englijh, nor durft 
the French hinder them. 
, In ]uly this Year, another Nation can1e, whofe 
Situation and Name we know not. And in Augufl 
and September, feveral Parties of the fame Indians 
that had been here laft Year. But the greateft 
Numbers of thefe far Indians have been met this 
Year, in the Indian Country by our Traders, every 
one of them endeavouring to get before another, 
in order to reap the Profits of fo advantagious a 
Trade, which has all this Summer long, kept about 
forty Traders conftantly 'employed, in going be
tween our Trading-places in our Indian Country, 
and Albany. 

All thefe Nations of Indians who came to Al
bany faid, that the French had told them many 
ftrange Stories of the Englijh, and did what they 
could to hinder their coming to Alban)', but that 
they had refolved to break through by Force. The 
Difference on this Score between the CJ"'ahfagrondie 
Indians and the French (who have a Fort and Set
tlement there, called by them Le Detroit) rofe to 
that Height this Summer, that Mr. 'Ionti who com
manded there, thought it proper to retire, and re
turn to Canada with many of his Men. 

We are for thefe Reafons well aifured, that this 
Year there will be more Beaver exported for Great
Britain, than ever was fron1 this Province in one 
Year; and that if the Cuftom-houfe Books at Lon
(lon be looked into, it will be found, that there will 
be a far greater ~antity of Goods for the Indians, 
(Strouds efpecially) fent over next Spring, than ever 
was at any one Time to this 'Province; for the 
Merchants here tell us, that they have at this Time, 
ordered more of thefe Goods, than ever was done 
?t any ope Time before. 

·rhefe 
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'fhefe Matters of F,, e_ prove bcyoad Contr d' c

tion, that this Att has been of tl1e greateft Service 
to New--York, in making us acquainted with many 
Nations of Indians, formerly entirdy unknown and 
Strangers to us; in withdrawing them from their 
Dependance upon the French, and in uniting then1 
to us and our Indians, by fvleans of rfrJde and n1u
tual Offices of Friendfhip. Of what great CorJe-

·quence this may be to theBritifh lnterefl in gener:.d, 
as to Trade, is apparent to any Body. It is no lefs 
apparent likewife, that it is of the greateft Conff'
quence to the Safety of all the Britijh Colonies in 
North-America. We feel too fenfibl y, the ill 
EffeCts of the French Interefl in the prefent War 
betwixt New-England, and only one Nation of In
dians fupported by the French. Of what difmal 
Confequcnces then 1night it be, if the French ihould 
be able to influence in the fame Manner, fo many 
and fuch numerous Natiorts, as lie to theW eftward 
of this Province, Penfylvania and Maryland? On 
the other Hand, if all thefe Nations (who aifert 
their own Freedom, and declare themfelves Friends 
to thofe that fupply them beft with what they want) 
be brought to have a Dependance upon the Englijh 
(as we have good Rcafon to hope, in a ihort T'ime 
they will) the French of Canada, in cafe of a War, 
n1uft be at the Mercy of the Englifh. 

To thefe Advantages muft be added, that many 
of our young Men having been induced by this 
.A et to travel among the Indians, they learn their 
Manners, their Languages, and the Situation of all 
their Countries, and become inured to all Manner 
of Fatigues and Hardfhips, and a great many more 
being refolved to follow their Example ; thefe 
young Men, in cafe of a War with the Indians, will 
be of ten Times the Service, that the fan1e N un1-
ber of the common Militia can be of. 

The EffeCts of this AB: have likewife fo much 
q\1ieted the Minds of the People, with RefpeCt to 

C 4 the 
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the Security of the Frontiers, that our Settlement! 
are now extended above thirty Miles further \V eft 
towards the Indian Countries, than they were before 
it paffed. 

The only Thing that now remains to anfwer, is 
an Objetl:ion which we fuppofe may be made, 
What can induce the Merchants of London to petition 
againft an Aft, which will be really fo much for their 
Intereft in the End? The Reafon is in all Probabi
lity, bccaufc they only confider their prefcnt Gain; 
and that they arc not at all concerned for the Safety 
of this Country, in encouraging the tnoft neceffary 
Undertaking, if they apprehend their Profit for 
two or three Years tnay be leffened by it. This 
Inclination of the Merchants has been io notorious, 
that few Nations at vV ar with their Neighbours, 
have been able to reftrain them from fupplying their 
Enemies with Ammunition and Anns. The Count 
D' Eflrade, in his Letters jn I 6 3 8 fays, That ¥ 1hen 
the Dutch were befieging Antwerp, one Beiland, 
who had loaded four Fly-boats with Arms and Pow
der for Antwerp, being taken up by the Prince of 
Orange's Order, and examined at Amfterdam, faid 
boldly, That the Burghers of Atnfterdam had a 
Right to trade every where: 'I'hat he could name a 
Hundred that were Faftors for the A-lerchants at Ant
werp, and that he was one. 'I'hat 'I'rade cannot be 
interrupted, and that for his Part he was very free to 
own, that if to get any :r'hi;zg by 'I'rade it were necejfary 
to pafs through Hell, he would 'l.:enture to burn his Sails. 
When this Principle fo common to Merchants, is 
confidered, and that fame in this Place have got 
Efl:ates by trading many Years to Canada, it is not 
to be wondered that they have atl:ed as Faetors for 
Canada in this Affair, and that they have tranf
mitted fuch Accounts to their Correfpondents in 
London, as are confiftent with the Truft repofed in 
then1 by the Merchan~s of Canada. 

In 
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In the laft Place, we are humbly of Opinion, 

that it may be proper to print the Petition of the 
:\1erchants of London, and their Allegations before 
the Lords of Trade, together with the .J.a..._nfwers 
your Committee has made thereto, in Vindication 
of the Legiflature of this Province, of which we 
have the Honour to be a Part, if your Excellency 
fuall approve of our Anfwers : That what we have 
faid n1ay be expofed to the Examination of every 
one in this Place, where the Truth of the Matters 
of FaCt is beft known; and that the Correfpondents 
of thefe Merchants may have the mofr publick 
Notice to reply, if they fhall think it proper, or 
to difown in a publick Manner, that they are the 
Authors of fuch groundlefs Informations. 

by 
All which is nnani1noufly and humbly fubmitt~d 

Tour Excellency's 

Moft obedient humble Servants, 

R. Walter, Cadwallader Colden, 
Rip Van Dam, Ja. Alexa1zder, 
John Barberie, Abraham van Horn. 
Fr. Harrifon, 

A Memorial concerning the Furr-'I'rade of the 
Province of. New-York. 

Prefented to his Excellency William Burnet, Efq; 
Captain General and Governor, &c. hy Cad
wallader Colden, Surveyor General of the Jaid 
Province, the 10th of November 1724-. 

I T has of late been generally believed, that the In
habitants of the Province of New-Tork are foad

vantageoufly fituated,withrefpeCt to the hrdia1J'l'rade~ 
· and 

' 
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and enjoy fo many Advantages as to Trade in general, 
that it is in their Power not only to rival the Frmch 
of Canada, who have almoft entirely cngroffed the 
Furr-T'rade of America, but that it is impoffible fo 
the French to carry on that Trade in Competition 
with the People of this Province. The enquirino, 
into the Truth of this Propofition, may not onl~ 
be of fome Confequence~ as to the R.iches and Ho
nour of the Britijh Nation, (for it is well known 
how v2.luable the Furr-Trade of America is) but 
likewife as to the Safety of all the Britijh Colo11ics in 
North-America. New-Prance (as the French now 
claim) eatends from the Mouth of the River Mijif-
jippi, to the Mouth of the River St. Lawrence, lJy 
which the French pla.inly fhow their Intention of 
enclofing the Britijh Settlements, and cutting us off 
from all Commerce with the numerous Kations of 
Indians, that are every where fettled over the vaft 
Continent of 1Yorth-.America. The Englijh in Ame
rica have too good Reafon to apprehend iuch a De
.fign, when they fee the French King's Geographer 
publifh a Map, by which he has fet Bounds to the 
Britifh Empi1'"e in .America, and has taken in many 
of tne Englifh Settlements both in South-Carolina and 
1/cw-rork, within thefe Boundaries of New-France. 
A ncl the good Services they intend us, with the lu
dimzs1 but too plainly appears at this Day, by the 
Indian Wtzr now carried on againft New-England. 

I have therefore for fome Time paft, endeavour
ed to infonn myfelf, from the Writings of the 
f.'rencb, and from others who have travelled in Ca
ltada, or among the Indians, how far the People of 
this Province n1ay carry on the Indian Cf'rade, with 
more Advantage than the French can ; or what 
Difadvantages they labour under1 more than the 
French do. As all Endeavours for t'1e good of 
ones Country are excufable, I do not doubt but my 
Intention in this will be acceptable to our Excel
~ency, .th?ugh I be not capable of treating the Sub
y~Ct as It deferves. · 1 
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I fhall begin with Canada, and confider what Ad

vantages they have either by their Situation, or 
otherwife. Canada is fituated upon the River of St. 
Lawrence, by which the five great Lakes (which 
may properly be called, 'I'he five Inland Seas of 
North-America) empty themfelves into the Ocean. 
The Mouth of this great River is in the Lat. of 
50 Degrees, overagainft the Body of Newfoundland. 
It rifes from the Cataracui Lake, (the Eaftern1oft of 

' the five great Lakes) about the Lat. of 44 Degrees, 
and runs from thence about North-Eaft to the 
Ocean, and is about nine hundred Miles in Length, 
ti·om that Lake to the Ocean. The five great 
Lakes which communicate with each other, and 
with this River, extend about one thoufand Miles 
W cftward, further into the Continent. So far the 
Frtnch have already difcovered, and their Difcove
ries tnake it probable, that an Inland Paffage may 
be found to the South-Sea, by the Rivers which 
run into thefe Lakes, and Rivers which run into 
the South-Sea. 

The Method of carrying Goods upon the Rivers 
of North-America, into all the fmall Branches, and 
oYer Land, from the Branches of one River to the 
Branches of another, was learned from the Indians, 
and is the only Method praCticable through fuch 
larg~ F orefts and Deferts as the Traders pafs thro~, 
in carrying from one Nation to another, it is this ; 
the Indians make a long narrow Boat, made of the 
Bark of the Birch-tree, the Parts of which they 
join very neatly. One of thefe Canoes that can / 
carry a Dozen Men, can itfelf be eafily carried upon 
two Men's Shoulders; fo that when they have gone 
as far by Water as they can (which is further than 
is eafily to be imagined, becaufe their loaded Ca-

, noes don't fink fix Inches into the \Vater) they un
load their Canoes, and carry both Goods and Ca
noes upon their Shoulders over Land, into the 
near eft Branch of the River they intend to follow. 

- ·- Thus, 
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Thus, the French have an eafy Communication with 
all the Countries bordering upon the River of St. 
Lawrence, and its Branches, with all the Countries 
bordering upon thefe In-land Seas, and the Rivers 
which empty themfelves into thefe Seas, and can 
thereby carry their Burdens of Merchandize thro' 
all thefe large Countries, which could not by any 
other means than Water-carriage be carried thro' fo 
vaft a Tract of Land. 

This, however, but half finiihes the View the 
French have, as to their Commerce in North-Ame
rica. Many of the Branches of the River Miftjjippi 
come fo near to the Branches of feveral of the ki
vers which empty themfelves into the great Lakes, 
that in feveral Places there is but a 1hort Land-Car
riage from the one to the other. As foon as they 
have got into the River Mift}fzppi, they open to them· 
felves as large a Field for Traffick in the fouthern 
Parts of North-America, as was before mentioned with 
refpeCl: to the northern Parts. If one confiders the 
Length of this River, and its numerous Branches, 
he n1uft fay, That by means of this River, and the 
Lakes, there is opened to his View fuch a Scme of in· 
land Navigation as cannot be parallel' d in any other 
Part of the /Vorld. 

1'he French have, with much Induftry, fettled 
fma11 Colonies, and built ftockaded Forts at all the 
conficlerable Paffes between the Lakes, except be
tween Cataracui Lake (called by the French Ontario) 
and Lake Erie, one of our Five Nations of Indians, 
whom we call Sennekas, (and the French Sonontoumzs) 
having hitherto refufed them leave to eretl: any 
Buildings there. 

The French have been indefatigable in making 
Difcoveries, and carrying on their Commerce with 
Nations, of whom the Englijh know nothing but 
what they fee in the French Maps and Books. The 
Barrennefs of the Soil, and the Coldnefs of the. 
Climate of Canada, obliges the greateil: nun1ber of 

tqe 
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the Inhabitants to feek their living by travelling 

among the Indians, or by trading with thofe that 

do travel. The Governor, and other Officers, have 

but a fcanty Allowance from the King, and could 

not fubfift were it not by the Perquifites they have 

from this Trade; neither could their Priefts find 

any n1eans to fatisfy their Ambition and Luxury 

without it : So that all Heads and Hands are em

ploy' cl to advance it, and the Men of beft Parts 

think it the fureft way to advance themfelves by 

travelling among the Indians, and learning their 

Langnagcs ; even the Bigotry and Enthufiafm of 

fome hot Heads has not been a little ufeful in ad

vancing this Comn1erce ; for that Government hav

ing prudently turn' d the Edge of the Zeal of fuch 

hot Spirits upon converting the Indians, many of 

them h~tve fpent their Lives under the greateft Hard
ihips, in endeavouring to gain the Indians to their 

Religion, and to love the French Nation, while, at 

the i~une time, they are no lefs induftrious to re

prefent the Englifh as the Enemies of Mankind. So 

that the whole Policy of that Government, both 

civil and religious, is admirably turn' d to the gene

ral Advancement of this Trade. Indeed the Art 

and I ndufl:ry of the French, efpecially that of their 

religious Millions, has fo far prevail'd upon all the 

Indians in North-America, that they are every where 

direB:ed by French Councils. Even our own Five 

Nations, (the Iroquois) who forn1erly were mortal 

Enemies of the French, and have always liv' d in the 

ftrideft Amity with the Englijh, have, of late, (by 

the PraCtices of the French Priefls) been fo far 

gain'd, that feveral of the Mohawks, who live neareft 

the Englijh, have left their Habitations, and are 

gone to fettle near Monreal in Canada ; and all the 

reft difcover a Dread of the French Power. That 

n1uch of this is truly owing to the Priefls, appears 

from many of the Sachems of the Ircquois wearing 

Cr Kifixes when they come to /llban)' : And thofe 
M~h{Z'l.~·k 
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Mohawk Indians that are gone to Canada, are now 
commonly known, both to the French and Englijh, 
by the Name of The Praying Indians, it being cuf
tomary for then1 to go through the Streets of Man
real with their Beads, praying and begging Alms. 

But notwithftanding all thefe Advantages, the 
French labour under Difficulties that no Art or In
duftry can remove. The Mouth of the River of 
St. Lawrence, and more efpecially the Bay of St. 
Lawrence, lies fo far North, and is thereby fo often 
fubjeB: to tempeituous Weather and thick Fogs, 
that the Navigation there is very dangerous, and 
never attempted but during the Sun1mer Months. 
The \Videnefs of this Bay, together with the many 
ftrong Currents that run in it, the many Shelves, 
and funken Rocks that are every where fpread over 
both the Bay and River, and the want of Places 
for anchoring in the Bay, all increafe the Danger of 
this Navigation ; fo that a Voyage to Canada is juft
ly efteem' d 1nuch 1nore dangerous than to any other 
Part of America. The n1any Shipwrecks that hap
pen in this Navigation, are but too evident Proofs 
of the Truth of this, particularly the Mifcarriage 
of the laft Expedition againft Canada. The Chan
nel is fo difficult, and the Tides fo ftrong, that after 
their Shipping get into the River, they never at
tempt to fail in the Night, tho' the Wind be fair, 
and the Weather good. Thefe Difficulties are fo con
fiderable, that tlie French never attempt above one 
Voyage in a Year to Europe, or the W e.ft-Indies, 
tho' it be really nearer Europe than any of the Eng· 
Jijh Colonies, where the Shipping that conftantly ufe 
the Trade, always make two Voyages in the Year. 

The Navigation between ff<_,uebeck and Mo11real is 
like .. ife very dangerous and difficult : The Tide 
rif s about I 8 or 20 Fe t at §(,uebeck, which occa .. 
fivns io ftroPg a Stream, that a Boat of fix Oars 
cannot make way aaainft it : The River in many 
Places very wide, auu the Ch.:mnel at the fame time 

narrow 
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narrow and crooked ; there are many Shelves and 
funken Rocks, fo that the beft Pilots have been de
ceived; for which reafon the Veffels that carry 
Goods to Monrcal are always obliged to anchor be
fore Night, tho' both Wind and Tide be fair. The 
Flo"od goes no further than Trois Rivieres, half way 
to Monreal, and about ninety Miles fr01n S?<gebeck : 
After they pafs this Place they have a ftrong Stream 
always againft them, which requires a fair Wind 
and a fhong Gale to carry the Veffels aga.nft the 
Stream. And they are obliged in this Part of the 
River, as well as under the 1rois Rivieres, to con1e 
to an anchor at Night, though the Wind be good. 
Thefe Difficulties make the common Paffages take 
up three or four Weeks, and f01netimes fix 'vV eeks ; 
tho' jf they have the chance of a Wind to conti
nue fo long, they may run it in five or fix Days. 

After they pafs Monreal they have a ftrong Streatn 
againft them till they come near the Lakes ; fo 
that in all that, which is about one hundred and 
fifty Miles in Length, they force their Canoes for
ward with fetting .Poles, or drag them with Ropes 
along fhoar ; and at five or fix different Places in 
that way the River falls over Rocks with fuch Force, 
that they are obliged to unload their Canoes, and 
carry them upon their Shoulders. They never 
make this Voyage from Monreal to Cataracui in 
lefs than twenty Days, and frequently, twice that 
Time is neceffary. ~ 

Now we are come fo far as the Lake, my De
fign leads me no further, for at this Lake all the 
far Indians, that go to Canada, muft pafs by our 
Traders. And from thence the Road to the Indian 
Countries is the fame from Albany that it is fron1 
J!,fonreal. 

Befides thefe Difficulties in the Tranfportation, 
the French labour under greater in the purchafing 
of the principal Goods proper for the Indian Mar
ket ; for the moft confiderable and moft valuable 

4 Part 
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Part of their Cargo confifts in Strouds, Duifils, 
Blankets., and other Woollens., which are bought at 
a much cheaper Rate in England than in }/ranee. 
The Strouds (which the Indians value more than any 
other Cloathing) are only made in England, and 
muft be tranfported into France before they can be 
carried to Canada. Rum i~ another confiderable 
Branch of the Indian Cf'rade, which the French have 
not, by reafon they have no Commodities in Canada 
fit for the fV eft India tviarket. This they fupply 
with Brandy, at a much clearer Rate than Rum can 
be purchafed at }lcw-York, tho' of no more Value 
with the Indians. Generally, all the Goods ufed in 
the Indian 'Irad(, except Gun-Powder, and a few 
'I'rinkcts, are fold at Monreal for twice their Value 
at Albany. To this likewife muft be added, tile 
neceffity thty are under of bying the whole Charge 
of fupporting their Government on the Indian 'Irade. 
I am not particularly informed of their Duties or Im
pofts, but I am well afiured, that they commonly 
give fix or fcven hundred Livrcs for a Licence for 
one Canoe, in proportion to her Largenefs, to go 
wlth her Loading into the Indian Country to trade. 

I ihall next confider the Advantages the Inhabi
tants of New-York have in carrying on this Trade . 
In the firjl place, th~ Ships that confi:antly ufe the 
Trade to EJ/glcm$,. perform their Voyage to and 
frmn London twice every Year ; and thofe that go 
to Bri.ftol (the Port fr01n whence the greateft part 
of the Goods for the Indian 'Irade are exported) 
frequently return in four Months. Thefe Goods 
are bought n1Uch cl1eaper in Eng!tznd than in Fra11ce: 
They are tranfported in lds 1'ime, with lefs Charge, 
and much lefs Rifque, as appears by the Premio for 
Infurance between L ondo;z and New York, being 
only 'Iwo p(r Cmt. Goods are eafily carried from 
New-rot"k to AlbaJJ)', up l-!t:dfon'3 River, the Di~
t:mce being only I 40 rl.!ilcs, the River very ftralt 
all the way, ~nd bold, and very free from Sand-

banks, 
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banks, as well as Rocks ; fo that the V eifels always 
fail as well by Night as by Day, and have the Advan-
tage of the Tide upwards as well as downwards, 
the Flood flowing above,Albany. It may therefore be 
fafely concluded, that all forts of Goods can be car-
ried to Albany at a cheape Rate than they can be to 
I?<!febcck, which is alfo three times further from the 
Indian Country than Albany is. To put the Truth of 
this out of all diipute, I n~ed only obferve what is 
well known both at JVew- York and .Albany, viz. 
That almoft all the Strouds carried by the French 
into the Indian Countries, as well as large OEantities 

· of other Goods, for the U fe of the French them
felves, arc carried from Albany to Monreal. There 
.has been an Account kept of nine hundred Pieces 
of Strouds tranfported thither in one Year, befides 
other C01nmodities of very confiderable Value. The 
Diftance between Albany and Monreal is about two 
hundred Miles, all by Water, except twelve Miles 
between Hudfon's River and the Wood-Creek, where 
they carry their Bark Canoes over Land, and about 
iixteen l\1iles between Chambly and La Prairie, over
againft Monreal. And tho' the Paifage be fo ihort 
and eafy, thefe Goods are generally fold at double 
their Value in Albany. 

But as this Path has been thought extremely pre
judicial to the Intereft of this Colony, I ihallleave 
it, and go on to another, that leads direCtly fron1 
Albany into the Cataracui or Ontario Lake, without 
going near any of the ·French Settlements. 

From Albany the Indian 'Iraders commonly carry 
their Goods flxteen Miles over Land, to the Mo
bawks River at Schenechtady, the Charge of which 
Carria~e is Nine Shillings New-York Money, or Five 
Shillings Sterling each Waggon-Load. ' Fr01n Scbe-
1Jechtady they carry them in Canoes up the Mohawks 
River, to the Carrying-place between the Mohawks 
Rh,er, and the River which runs into the Oneida 
Lake ; which Carrying-place between is only three 

D Miles 
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Miles long, except in very dry Weather, when they 
are obliged to carry them two Miles furth~r. From 
thence they go with the Current down the Onondaga 
Ri-uer to the Cataracui Lake. The Diftance be
tween Albany and the Cataracui Lake (this Vvay) is 
nearly the fame with that between Albany and Mon
real; and likewife with that betweenMonreal and the 
Cataracui Lake, and the Paifage n1uch eaficr than the 
lafr, becaufe the Stream of the Mohawks River is not 
near fo £1:rong as the Cataracui River between the 
Lake and Monreal, and there is no Fall in the River, 
fave one ihortone; whereas there are(asi have faid) 
at leaft five in the Cataracui River, where theCa
noes muft be unloaded. 1'herefore it plainly fol
lows, that the Indian Goods may be carried at as 
cheap a Rate from Albany to the Cataracui Lake, 
as from Albany to Monreal. So that the People of 
Albany plainly fave all t!!eCharge of carrying Goods 
two hundred Miles from Jv[onreal to that Part of 
the Cataracui Lake, which the French have to carry 
before they bring them to the fame Place from 
]'vfonrea!, befides the Advantage which the Englijh 
have in the Price of their Goods. 

I have faid, That when we are in the Cataracui 
Lake, we are upon the Level with the French, be
caufe here we can 1nect with all the Indians that 
defign to go to Monreal. But befides this Paffage 
by the Lakes, there is a River ~vhich comes from 
the Country of the Sennekas, and blls into the 
Onondaga Rh;er, by vvhich we have an eafy Car
riage into that Country, without going near the Ca
taracui Lake. 'fhe Head of this River goes near to 
Lake Erie, and probably may give a very near Paf
fage into that Lake, much 111ore advantageous than 
the Way the French are obliged to take by the great 
Fa.ll of Jagara, becaufe narrow Hivers are n1uch 
fafer for Canoes than the Lakes, where they are 
obliged to go afl1ore if there be any \Vind upon 
~he \Vater. But as this PalTage .depends upon a 

further 
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further Difcovcry, I fhall fay noth~ng mor~ of it at 
this time. 

Whoever then confiders thefe Advantages New~ 
York has of Canada, in the firft buying of their 
Goods, and in the fafe, fpeedy, and cheap Tranf
portation of then1 from Britain to the Lakes, free 
of all manner of Duty or Impofts, will readily 
agree with me, that the Traders of New-York may 
fell their Goods in the Indian Countries at half the 
Price the People of Canada can, and reap twice the 
Profit they do. This will admit of no Difpute 
with thofe t~at know that Strouds (the Staple Indian 
Commodity) this Year are fold for Ten Pounds apiece 
at Albany, and at .?vfonreal for cfwenty-five Pounds, 
notwithftanding the great ~antity of Strouds faid 
to be brought directly intof!<gebeck from France, and 
the great ~1antities that have been clandeftindy car
ried from Albany. It cannot therefore be denied that 
it is only neceffary for the Traders of New-York to 
apply themfelves heartily to this Trade, in order 
to bring it wholly into their own Hands ; for in 
every thing befides Diligence, Induftry, and endur
ing Fatigues, the Englijh have much the Advan
tage of the French. And all the Indians will cer
tainly buy, where they can, at the cheapeft Rate. 

It muft naturally be objected, That if theft things 
are true, how is it pojjible that the '1raders of New
"York jhould negletl fo confider able and beneficial 'Iradc 
for fo long time ? 

In anfwering this ObjeCtion, I ihall ihow the Dif
ficulties New-York has labour' d under, by giving 
a fhort Hiftory of the Country, fo far as it relates 
to this Trade. Which Method, I think, can be 
liable to the leaft Objection, and put the whole in 
the trueft Light. 

When this Country (the Province of New-York) 
came firft under the Crown of Great-Britain, our 
Five Nations of Indians were mortal Enemies of the 
French at Canada, and were in a continual vV ar with 
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them, and all the Nations of Indians round the 
Lakes ; fo that then it was not fafe for the Englijh to 
travel further than the Countries of the Five Na- . 
tions ; nor would our Indians pern1it the far Indians 
(with whom they had conftant War) to pafs thro' 
their Countries toAlbany. Befides, the Five Nations 
of Indians were at that time fo numerous, ( confifring 
of ten times the Number of fighting Men they now 
do) that the Trade with them alone was very con
fiderable for fo young and fmall a Colony. In the 
latter End of King Charles's Reign, when the Duke 
of York, and Popijh Councils prevail'd, the Gover
nor of New-York (who was likewife a Papifl) had 
Orders to uie all his Endeavours to make up a Peace 
between our Nations (the Iroquois) and the French; 
and th~t he fhould perfuade the Five Nations to ad
mit French Prie.fts among them, in order to civi
lize them. The Confequence of which was, that 
the I're ·,ch thereby obtained a free Commerce upon 
the Lakes, and obtain' d leave to build Cataraqui 
Fort upon the North-fide of C(ltaracui Lake, and have 
two V eifels of Force upon the fan1e Lake. From 
this Time, during all King James' s Reign, the 
French, whenever they had any Differences with 
our Fh:e Nations, threaten' d, that the Englijh of 
1-lew-York would join with them, and deftroy the 
Five Nations; by which, and the Pratlices of the 
]i'rench Priejls, our Five Nations became very much 
alienated in their Affctlions fr01n the Englifh, and 
look' d upon them as a People depending upon the 
french. 'rhe Confcquer.ces of this appeared fo dan
gerous to Colonel Dungan, the Governor of New· 
York, (though, as I have faid, a Papift) that he 
again and again corn plain' d to his Mafter of the ill 
Offices the French Priefls did the Englijh among our 
Natio11s. When the Englifh had thus procur'd a 
Peace for the r1·ench, they thought they mightjuftly 
reap forne Advantage from it ; and it's hardly to be 
doubted but that they had Promifes of that kind. 

They 
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They were therefore encouraged to fend forty Men, 

with great OEantities of Goods, into the Lakes, 

under the Command of Major AIGregory, to trade 

with the far Nations·. At this time Mr. Denonville, 

Governor of Canada, was gathering together all the 

Force of Canada, and of the Indians, (Enemies of 

the Five Nations) in order to furprize the Five JVa

tions, and deftroy them, at the Time they thought 

themfelves fecure by the Peace fo lately made. Ma

jor MGregory, and his Company, were met by a 

Fre11ch Officer on Lake Erie, coming with a great 

Number of Men to the general Rendezvous of the 

French, and he, with all the Englijh, were made 

Prifoners. They were ufed with fuch Severity as 

has never been practis' d between Chri.ftian Nations 

in open War, tho' the two Crowns, at that time, 

were not only at Peace, but under the ftriCl:eft Ties 

of mutual Friendfhip; for the Fre!)ch ufed theie 

People as Slaves in building Cataraqui Fort, and a 

poor Frenchman that had conducted them, was 

publickly fhot to Death, as if he had brought an 

Enemy into their Country. Such was their Appre

henfions then of the Englifh getting any Footing 

among the Indians. 
The French Governor furprized a Village of the 

Five Nations, who, on the French Faith, liv'd in 

great Security, but feven or eight Leagues from 

the French Fort, and fent thefe miferable People to 

the Galleys in France. He afterwards fell upon 

the Sennekas, and burnt their Villages, but without 

any Advantage to the French, they having loft more 

Men than the Indians did. This renew' d the War 

with greater Fury than ever, between the French 

and our Indians. For fome time afterwards, our 

Indians, in a great Body, fell upon the Iiland of 

Monreal, while Mr. Denonville was in the Town: 

They burnt and deftroy' d all the Villages and Houfes 

round Monreal, and kill' d fome hundreds of Men, 

Women, and Children. Afterwards they came 

D 3 into 
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into the open Fields before Monreal, and there defy'd 
the Frenrh Governor, who did not think it proper 
to fight thetn. And when they had done all the 
Mifchief they could, they retir' d without any Lofs. 

About this Time the Revolution happen'd in 
Great -Britain, which was fucceeded by a War be
tween Great-Britain and France. In February, I 6~g, 
a Party of three hundred Men, confifring of equal 
Numbers of French and Indians, furprized Sche
nechtady in the Night-time, when the poor People 
were in their Bed::-, in the greateft Security, where 
they barbarouny murdered fixty-three Men, Wo
men, and Children, in cold Blood, laid the Village 
in A.lhes, and then retir'd, without reaping any other 
Advantage befides this cruel Revenge on innocent 
People, for the Mifchief our Indians had done them. 
This rais' d a cruel vV ar between the two Colonies, 
in which there was much Mifchief done, and Blood 
fhed, without any Advantage to either fide. 

In Time of this War, the moft Chriflian King's 
Governor of Ccnadtz was fo lTJuch provoked, that 
he thought fit to follow the Example of our bar
barous India::s, and burn his I1zdian Prifoners alive, 
in the tnoft cru -.:1 l\1anner, in fight of all the Inha
bitants of szy.ebeck., and to deliver up the Englijh 
Prifoners to the French Indians, who indeed had 
n1ore l\1crcy, for they kill'd none of them. 

King fVilliam's Peace put an End to this \Var; 
but the Peace bfh:d fo fhort a while, that the Peo
ple of this Province hardly had titne to re-fettle 
their Farms on the Frontiers, which they had de
ftrtcd in the 'rime of the War, tnuch lefs to ad
'\renture trading in the Indian Countries, fo lately the 
Scene of fo much Cruelty. But both Colonies hav
ing now an Abhorrence of the Cruelties of the laft 
War, agreed on a kind of Neutrality for the ht
dians, during ~een Amze's War, in which Time 
we loft much ground with our own Indians: For 
the French having learn' d, by dear Experience, that 

it 
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it was not poilible for them to conquer our Fir:·e 

Indian Nations, refolv'd to try all Means to gain 

their AffeCtions, and in this P .... rt the French are al

ways more fucc~fsful than in that of \V ar ; and the 

Englijh failing in two ill- concerted Expeditions 

againfr Canada, the Indians loft much of the Opi

nion they had of the Engltjh Power and Valour. 

In Time of this laft War, the clandeftine Trade 

to Monreal began to be carried on by Indiens, fr01n 

Albcmy to Monreal. This gave Rife to the J(ah. 

1tuaga, or Praying Indians, who are entirely 1naqe 

up of Deferters from the Mobawks and River In

dzans, and were either enticed thither by the French 

Priejls, or by our Merchants, in order to carry 

Goods from /llbany to Monreal, or run away for 

iome Mifchief done here. 1'hefe Indians now con

fift of about eighty .fighting Men, tlnd live about 

four Leagues above Monreal: T'hey neither plan~ 

nor hunt, but depend chitfl y upon this private 

Trade for their Subfiftcnce. Thefe Indians, in time 

of War, g~ve the French Intelligence of all De

figns here aga~nft them : By them likewife the French 

engaged our Ftve Nations in a War with the Indians 

Friends of Virginia, and from then1 we tnight ex

peCt the greateft Mifchief in 1'ime of War, feeing 

tvery Part of the Province is as well known to 

them as to any of the Inhabitants. But if this 

Trade was entirely at an end, we have reafon to 

believe, that thefe Jndia11s would return to their. 

own Tribes, for they then could not long fubfift 

where they now are. 
As foon as the Peace was proclaim' d, an open 

Trade with Monreal was carried on with fuch Ear

nefrnefs, that Monreal was fill' d with Indian Goods, 

and Albany exhauited ; by which n1eans Monreal 

becatne the principal, if not the only Indian Mar

ket, and the [ndians depended entirely on the French 

fnr what they wanted. 

D4 0\.lr 
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Our l\1erchants were fond of the Canada Trade, 

becaufe they fold large ~antities of Goods with
out any Trouble-, the French taking them from their 
Doors; whereas the Trade with the Indians is car
ried on with a great deal of 1~oil and Fatigue; 
and as to the lntereft of the Country, they either 
never thought any thing about it, or if they did, 
had no regard to it. 

Now I have brought this Account to the Time 
your Excellency arriv'd; what has happen'd fince, 
your Excellency knows better than I can by any 
1neans inforn1 you. Fro1n the whole, it feems 
plain, that any Difficulties and Difadvantages this 
Province has been under, have only proceeded from 
the Wars, which have continued fince the firit fet
tling of the Province, to the beginning of the bft 
general Peace. But now, that not only thi.S Pro
vince, but likewife our fix Nations of Indians are at 
Peace, and in Atnity, both with the French, and 
all the Indian Nations ,with whon1 we can have any 
Commerce, thefe Difficulties are all remov'd, and 
we now enjoy the m oft favourable Time, that at any 
tin1e can be hoped for, in order to extend the Bri
tijh Commerce in }lorth-America, while the French 
not only labour under the Difficulties which I have 
fhown to be infeparable from the Situation of their 
Colony, but likewife under another Difadvantage, 
(not before taken notice of) by the Furr-Trade of 
Canada being reftrain'd to one Company. This 
Company is obliged to pay heavy Duties in Prance
upon the Importation of Beaver, or any other Furr; 
for which reafon they always fix a Price upon Bea
ver, and their other Furrs, in Canada; and the 
Indian 'Traders of Canada being reftrain'd from fell
ing to any but the Company's Agents there, they 
cannot raife the Price of Indian Goods as the Price 
of European rif.~, or as their Profit on the Goods 
they fell to the l1tdians is leffen' d. 

The 
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The Merchants of New-York allow our Indian 

Traders double the Price for Beaver, that the French 
Co1n pany allow their Indian Traders, the Price 
eftabliihed by the Company for Beaver, in Canada~ 
being two Livres, or eighteen Pence Sterling, the 
Pound-weight ; and the current Price of Beaver in 
New-York being five Shillings New-Tork Money, or 
three Shillings Sterling the Pound-weight. There
fore it plainly follows, that our Indian Traders could 
under-fell the French Traders, tho' they were to 
give as great a Price for European Goods as the French 
do, and did tranfport them at as great Charge, be
caufe of the double Price they have for their Furrs 
in New-York. 

But as our Indian CJ'raders not only have a double 
Price for their Indian Goods, but likewife buy the 
Goods they fdl to the Indians, at half the Price 

- the French Indian CJ'raders do, the French CJ'raders 
n1uft be ruin'd by carrying on this Trade, in Com
p 2tition with the Englifh of New-York. And the 
French Indian Traders had been ruin~d before now~ 
if they had not found means to carry their Beaver 
to Albany, where they got double the Price they 
muft have fold for in Canada. 

It may be objeCted, againft this Argument, :that 
the Canada Company as foon as they find that the 
CJ'raders cannot fell at tbeir eftablijhed Price, will 
allow a greater Price. But if we confider the Du
ties the French Company is oblige~ to pay to the 
King, they cannot allow fo great a Price as the 
Englifh can at New-York. And if it lhould be in
fifted, That the French Company may obtain a Re
mijjion of thofe, yet if the clandeftine Trade with 
Albany be entirely ftopty the French CJ'raders will be 
ruin'd before fuch Remiffion can be obtain'd, and 
their Trade will be at an end. 

My Inclination led me to iliow what Advantages 
pot only the Indian CJ'rade would reap by extending 

our 
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otlr Frontiers as far as the Lake~, but likewife the 
Britijh Trade in fome other Branches, which the 
Parliament of Great-Britain fctm to have much at 
l1eart, viz. Naval Stores ; for the Soil on both Sides 
of the Mohawks Ri7:er being as rich ~s it is poffible 
(I believe) for any Land to be, will be found the 
mofl: proper for railing of HEMP, of any Part of 
America, and the whole Country round it being full 
of the 1argeft Pines, the royal Navy is as likely to 
be well provided with l\1AsTs there, and at as 
cheap a rate as any where elfe. But I have already 
too far prefum'd on your Excellency's Patience. 

Cadwallader Golden. 

To this it may not be improper to add the 
following Orignal Letter. 

Frotn J. A. Efq; to Mr. P. C. of Londoa, 
}hewing the Succ~(s of the Meajitres taken 
at that 'Tt'me. 

SIR, 

I F you .fhould be at the Pains to read thefe printed. 
Papers, it will be a Pleafure to you to hear or 

the Succefs of the Meafures taken by Governor Bur
net for redeen1ing the Indian 'rrade out of the Hands 
of the FreJtch. He has fucceeded far ~bove our Ex
pectations. 

Governor Burnet, through his earnefi: Applica
tion, and at firft chiefly with his Money, Credit, 
and Rifque, ereB:ed a rfrading-I-ioufe and Fortifi
cation at the Mouth o( the Ono11dagues River, called 
Ofneigo, where the Province of New-1/"o.·k fupports 
a Garrifon of Soldiers, confifting of a Lieutenant 
and twenty Men, which are yearly relieved. 

At 
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At this Place a very great Trade is carried on 

with the remote Indians, who formerly ufed to go 
down to the Fre11ch at Monreal, and there buy our 
Englifh Goods, at fecond Hand, at above twice the 
Price they now pay for them at Ofneigo; whilft, at 
the fame time, the French were chiefly fupplied by 
one Gentleman· at .LVew-York, who almoft entirely 
engrafTed the Indian Trade of this Province, and 
thereby acquired a very great Efcate and Influ
ence. But the prudent Steps taken by our late 
worthy Governor, to open a free Trade, was the 
Caufe of the Engroffer' s lofing his. -The Proba
bility of doing this, was the principal Motive of 
our applying to the King, which is ihown by thefe 
printed Papers. 

The Indian Trade, to the great Advantage of this 
Province, is now divided into feveralhundredHands, 
and there have been for 1nany Years paft upwards of 
one hundred young Men of this Province, who have 
gone yearly among the Indiaus, to fupply them with 
our Goods. 

By this 1neans, at a modeft Eftimate, I am 
affured, that the Indian Trade of this Province is 
now far above five times as 1nuch as when Gover
nor Burnet began to put his Scheme in execution. 

And this is not all the Advantages reaped there
by, but a much more confiderable one to this, and 
all the other Englijh Colonies is, that not only our 
own fix Nations, but alfo many far and remote In
dian Nations are drawn off from their Dependance 

' on the French, and made, by Trade and Intercourfe, 
dependant on the Englijh ; by this rneans a great 
Security and Protettion is acquired by the Englijh, 
in cafe of a \Var with France ; and by this Trade 
our Setdt ments in this l'rovince are exttnded up to 
the Onondtzgues Ccr.:-yir b- )lace, which is now well 
attended W 1th J./ ag_?; 1 , ! · •• • more commodious 
tranfport:r.r.; cf G 0\..h.:s o :le in r: . .., .&..lakes. 

And 
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And they are now fettling on the Branches of 

Sa[quebanah River ; and from the weftern Branches 
o( this River, there is but a fmall Land-Carriage 
to Allegheny, a Branch of that great River Mifzjfippi; 
which Branch extending a thoufand Miles from its 
Mouth, where it enters the faid River ; and which 
joins fo near to our Settlements, as is above taken 
notice of, opens us a Trade to that vaft Country, 
called by the French Louijiana, which they poffefs 
on the Mifzjfippi. 

Jam, 

SIR, 

Tour humble Servant, 

J.A. 

THE 
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THE 

T R E A T Y, &c. 
HE Deputies of the fix Nations naving, 
at their lafl: Vifit, agreed to releafe their 
Claim to all the Land on both Sides of 

the River Safquehanah, as far South as this Province 
extends, and to the Northward to thofe called the 
Endlefs Mountains, or Kittochtirmy Hills ; in Confi
deration whereof, they then received a large ~an
tity of valuable Indian Goods for the Lands fituate 
on the Eaftern Side of the faid River, but declined 
at that Time to receive any for thofe on the Vveftern 
Side of the faid River, chufing to defer the fame 
till another Vifit ; a large Number arrived from 
thefe Nations at Philadelphia, on Wednefday the 3dr:. 
of June, with Deputies duly impowered to receive 
the faid Goods; and acquainted the Governor, that 
being weary from the Fatigue of their long Jour .. 
ney, they fhould crave three or four Days to reft 
themfel ves before they proceeded to their Bufinefs : 
In the mean time they would wait on the Governor 
to difcourfe, according to their ufual Method, about 
News and other Occurrences ; which the Governor 
readily agreed to, and aik' d them when they would 
chufe to pay their firft Vifit ; which they defiring 
might be on Friday the 2 d of July, in the Afternoon, 
the Council was accordingly fummon' d, and n1et at 
Mr. Logan's Houfe, where were 

PRESENT, 
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PRESENT, 

The Honourable G E 0 R G E 'I' H 0 lvfA S, Efq; 
Lieutenant-Governor. 

James Logan, Samuel Preflon, 1 
Clement Plumjfed, crhomas Lawrence, Ef< rs· 
Samuel Hafell, Ralph Ajheton, q ,. 
Abraham 'I'aylor, Robert Strettell, 

The Chiefs of the Six Nations, with the Chiefs of 
the Shawanefe. 

C.AN.ASSA'I'EEGO, the Onondago Chief, Speaker. 

CONRAD WEISER, Interpreter. 

The Governor opened the Conference as follows. 

BRE'I'HREN, 
' The Proprietor having purchafed certain Lands 

' from your Nations about fix Years ago, a Moiety 
' of what was agreed to be given in Confideration of 
~ that Purchafe was at that Time delivered to them, 
' and the other being at their Defire left in the 
' Proprietor's Hands, he preffed you by Shikala.ri;J 
'· 'to fend laft Year for it, and would have been 
' glad to have feen you, and taken you by the 
' Hand before his Departure. But as the Defign 
' of this Meeting is to hear your News, and con
' verfe together in a free and friendly fv1anner, I 
' !hall fay no more about the Goods than that they 
' lie ready at the Proprietor's Houfe, and will be 
' deli rered when you £hall have fufficiently refted 
' from the Fatigue of your Journey.' 

The Chief of the Onondagoes fpoke. 

BR E'I'HREN, 
' \ Ve ?ropofe to reft four Days, and then corr:e 

~ to the r .. a:n Bufinefs. At prefent we are at a pn
' vate Conference about News, and have fomething 

' of 
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' of this fort to mention to our Brother Onas.' And 
.on the Governor's fignifying they would be glad 
to know whtit it was, the Chief proceeded. 

'BRE'I'HREN, 
' It is our Way when we come to our Brethren, 

' or any other Perfons, whom we live in ftrict 
' Friendfhip with, to remove all ObftruB:ions to a 
~ good Underftanding; with this View we are to 
' inform you of a Piece of difagreeable News that 
' happen'd in our Journey.-Some White Peo, 
' pie living at a Place called Conegocheegoe, whofe 
' Names we cannot tell, nor whether they belong 
' to this or the neighbouring Government, but one 
' of them, as we heard, had his Houfe burnt over 
' his Head fame Years ago, and he was brought 
' down a Prifoner and committed to the Goal of 
' this City : Thefe People lighting of our young 
' \V arriors, as they were hunting, made feme Pro
' pofals about the Purchafing of Land from them, 
~ and our young Men being indifcreet, and unac
' quainted with publick Bufinefs, were foolifu 
' enough to hearken to them, and to receive five 
' Duffil Strowds for two Plantations on the River 
' Cohongoronto. A Coneftogoe Indian, and a French 
' Indian, and fome others that were in Company~ 
' had three Duffil Strowds, and went away with 
' then1 ; and our young lVlen carried off the other 
' two. As foon as this came to our Knowledge~ 
' we fent for our Warriors, and after examining 
' and rebuking thetn feverely, we took away their 
' two Strowds, and publickly cenfured them for 
< expofing us to our Brethren of PenfyZvania, in 
' doing a Thing io inconfifrent with our Engage
' n1ents to them ; " You are, faid we aloud, that 
" all our People might hear and take Notice, to 
" know and remember, that the Six Nations have 
" obliged themfdvcs to fell none of the Land that 
" f lls within the Prcvince of Penjj'li.·m;ia, to any 

E " other 

49 



50 :fhe HisToRY of th~ 
" other but our Brother Onas, and that to fell 
" Lands to any other is an high Breach of the 
" League of Friend!hip." Brethren, this rafh Pro· 
' CC'eding of our young Men makes us a!hamed. 
' We always n1ean well, and fhall perform faith-

. ' fully what we have protnifed: And we affure you, 
' this Affair was tranfacted in the Manner we have 
' related, without our Privity or Confent. And that 
' you n1ay be fully convinced of this, and of the 
' Sincerity of our Intentions, we have brought you 
' thefe two Strowds [here he prefented two red 
' Strowds to the Governor] they are the very Strowds 
' our t0olifu young Men received; we took them 
' from them, and we give them to you to return 
' to thofe white People who n1ade the Bargain, and 
' deflre when the Strowds are returned to them, 
' they may be told what we now fay, and that we 
' fhall not confirm fuch Bargains, nor any other 
,, that may interfere with our Engagements to our 
' Brother Onas.' 

The Governor then fpoke: 

'BRE~l-IREN, 

' I thank you for this Piece of News ; you have 
' taken this Matter perfectly right. All Bargaining 
' for Land within this Province, is, to be fure, a 
' manifeft Breach of your ContraCt with the Pro
' prietors, and what we know you will not coun
' tenance. We have hitherto found the Six Na
' tions faithful to their Engagements, and this is a 
' frefh Inftance of their Punctuality. You coul~ 
' not help thefe Miftakes of your young Men ; 
' they were not done in your Prefence : But as fe
' veral Inconveniencies n1ay arife from thefe kind of 
' clandeftine Sales, or from any fuch Ioofe Sales of 
' Land by your People, we defire you will, on 
' your Return home, give publick Notice to all 
• your Warriors not to bargain for any Land ; or 

' if 
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' if they do, that you will not confirm fuch Bargains ; 
' and that this very Affair, together with what you 
' have done therein, may be particularly reported 
' to all your Nation afiembled in Council.' 

The Onondago Chief promifed to give fuch 
publick Notice; and defiring Liberty to 
mend his former Speech, he proceeded : 

'BRE'fHREN, 

' I forgot one Circumftance : Our People, who 
' pretended to fell the J ..... and, demanded a Belt of 
' Wampum of the Buyers to carry to their Chiefs; 
' and on their declaring they had no W ampum, 
' our Warriors faid, they would not anfwer that 
' their Chiefs would confirm this B:1rgain, fince 
' they never did any thing of this Nature without 
' Wampum.' 

~he Governor, after a fl1ort Pau1e, fpoke: 

' BR E'f RH EN of the Six Nations, 

' I take this Opportunity to relate to you a Piece 
' of difagreeable News I received fome Days ago in 
' a Letter from Le :fort, the Indian Trader, at 
' Allegheny, who fays, " That in May laft fome In
" dians of the r:J'away Nation, fuppofed by us to 
" be the 'I'wightwees, in their Return from War, 
" called and ftaid fame Time with the Shawanefe ; 
" who being aiked, and denying they had brought 
" either Scalps or Prifoners, the Shawanefe fufpeCt
" ing them., had the Curiofity to fearch their Bags, 
" and finding two Scalps in them, that by the 
" Softnefs of the Hair did not feel like Indian 
" Scalps, they wafh' d the1n clean, and found them 
" to be the Scalps of fame Chriftians. On this-Difco 
" very, the 'l'wightwees were fo much afhamed, that 
" they ftole away from their Town in the Night
~ time; and coming, as they afterwards under .. 

E 2 ~= ftood, 
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" ftood, to a little Village belonging to the Sbaw
" anefe, they told our People that their I-learts were 
" full of Grief; for, as they can1e along the Road, 
" they found it all bloody; and having good Caufe 
" to believe it was made bloody with the Blood of 
" fome of the white Brethren, they had very for
" rowfully fwept the Road; and defired them to 
" inform the Governor of Penjilvania of their (the 
" Twightu,·ees) Grief; and how they had fwept the 
" Road clean.'' ' Le Tort adds, on Behalf of the 
' Sbawanefe, " That they were much grieved at 
" this unfortunate Accident ; and prayed, as they 
" had no Concern in it, more than by being In· 
" ftruments to difcover it, their Brethren wouki 
" not blame them, nor fufter a Mifunderftanding 
" to arife between them on this Account : Th~y 
'' would fweep the Road clean, and wipe all the 
<' Blood away ; and defired their Brethren would 
" be fatisfied with this, and not weep too much for 
" a Misfortune that might not <happen again as 
" long as the Sun and Moon .fhone." 

' The Perfon who delivered me Le :r()rt's Let
' ter, brought this Bundle of Skins as a Prefent to 
' me; but I told the Meffenger, I would not med
' die with it; he might leave it if he pleafed: The 
' Affair appear' d to me in a bad Light, and I 
' would reprefent it to the Six Nations, who were 
' expected in Town every Day. This is the Fact, 
' as I have it from Le 'l'ort: I defire to be inform'd 
' if you know any thing of this Iv1atter ; and if 
' you do not, that you will make diligent Enquiry 
' who committed the Murder, and who are the 
' unhappy Sufferers, and afiift us to obtain Satif
' faetion, if it iliall appear to be any, of our Fel· 
' low-Subjects that have been treated in this Man· 
' ner._' 

t:fo inforce this Requcfl, I prefent you with 
this StriJJg of ff/ampum. 

The 
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The Onondago Chief, in Reply, faid: 

BRE'I'HREN, 
' Vve take this Information kindly at your 

( Hands; we will take this String of Wampum 

' hotne with us to our Lodgings, and there confult 

' about the moft regular and proper Steps to be 

' taken by us to anfwer your ExpeCtations, and 

' when we have duly confidered the Matter, we 

' will return you an Anf wer.' 

Upon this the Governor put an End to the Con

ference; and calling for Wine, and other Liquors, 

according to tl!e Indian Cufl::om, after a decent and 

chearful Entertainment, the Indians withdrew. 

At a C 0 U N C I L held at the Proprietor's 
Houfe, ]uly 5, 1742. 

PRESEN'l~ 

The Honourable G E 0 R G E 'I' H 0 MA S, Efq; 
Lieutenant-Governor. 

]ames Logan, } Efc rs" 
Clement P /umfled, q ' 

¥i'"ith feveral Gentlemen of the Town. 

'!'he Chiifs of the Six Natio11s. 

It being judg'd proper, at this critical Titne, 

when we are in daily Expectation of a ·French War, 

to found the I11dians, and difcover what Depen

dance we might have on them, in cafe their Aid 

fhould be wanted, an handfome Dinner was pro

vided for their Chiefs ; and after they had made an 

hearty Meal, and drank his Majefty's Health, the 

Proprietors, and the Health of the Six Nations, the 

Chiefs gave the folemn Cry, in Teftimony of their 

I'hanks for the Honour done them. And foon 
E 3 · after 
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after the Governor began, in a free Way, to en. 
quire for what Reafon the Senecas were not come 
down, fince they had an equal Share of the Goods 
with the other Nations. Canaf!ateego, their 
Speaker, faid, ' The Senecas were in great Diftrefs, 
' on Account of a Famine that raged in their Coun
' try, which had reduced then1 to fuch Want, that 
' a Father had been obliged to kill two of his Chil
' dren to preferve his own, and the reft of his Fa
' mily' s Lives ; and they could not now come 
' down, but had given Directions about their Share 
' of the Goods.'--The Governor exprefs'd his 
Concern for the unhappy Circumftances of their 
Brethren of the Stneca Nation; and, after a Ihort 
Refpite, enqujred if any of their Deputies were then 
at Canada, and whether the French Governor was 
making any warlike Preparations. And on their 
anfwering Yes, the Governor faid, with a fmiling, 
pleafant Countenance, ' I fuppofe, if the French 
' fhould go to \V ar with us, yoo will join them.' 

· The Indians conferr' d together for fome Time, and 
then Canaf!ateego, in a chearfullively Manner, made 
anfwer.-' We affure you, the Governor of Ca
c nada pays our Nations great Court at this Time, 
' well knowing of what Confequence we are to the 
' French Intereft: He has already told us, he was 
' uncovering the Hatchet, and 1harpe:ning it, and 
' hoped, if he fhould be obliged to lift it up againft 
< the Englijh, our Nations would remain neuter, 
' and afiift neither Side.--But we will now fpeak 
' plainly: to our Brethren : Why fhould we, who 
' are one Flefh with you, refufe to help you, when
' ever you want our Affiftance ?--vVe have con
e tinued a long Time in the ftriCl:eft League of 
' Amity and Friend.fhip with you, and we fhall 
' always b~.:. faithful aJ!d true to you our old a11d 
' good A.llies.- The Governor of Canada talks 
' a great deal, b\lt ten of his Words do not go fo 
~ far as one of yours.-- \V e do not look towards 

4 - ' them; 
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' them; we look to ~vards you ; and you tnay de

' pend on our Affifrance.' Whilft the Ono;zdago 
Chief made this open and hearty DeclarJtion, all 
the other Indians made frequently that p:1rticular 

Kind of Noife which is known to be a Mark of 
A pprobation.--The Governor bid the Interpreter 

tell Canalfateego, ' He did I)Ot fet on foot this En

' quiry from any Sufpicion he had of the Si:k: Nation s 

' wanting a due Regard for the Englifh.- Our Ex-: 

' perience of their I-Ionour and Faith, faid he, would 

' not permit us to think any other of thet than that 

' they would efteen1 our Friends their .Friends, anti 

' our Enen1ies their Enemies, agreeable to the ftritl: 

' Union which had ever fubfifted between us.-As 

' to the Governor of Canada, he told them they need 

~ not mind what he faid.-The Engli.fh, on equal 

' Terms, had beat the French, and could beat them 

' again : And were they but to confider the Ad

' vantages which the Englifh have, by poffeffing fo 
' many large. and populous Countries, and fo many 

' good Ports on the Continent of America, they 

' would foon fee who had moft Reafon to fear a 

' War, the French or the Englijh.' 

Here the Converfation dropped ; and after ano

ther Glafs of Wine, the Indians refumed the Dif· 

courfe, by a!king whether their Brethren had not 

been for fome Time engaged in a War with the 

King of Spain, and what Succeffes they had me 
with. 

The Governor told them, the King of Great
Britain lived in an Hland, and being furrounded 

with the Sea, his chief Strength lay in his Ships; 

in which he was 10 much fuperior to his Enen1ies, 

that they were feldom to be met with on· the broad 
Ocean, but fculk'd and hid themfelves, only 

venturing out .uow and then; and whenever they 

did, they were almoft fure to be taken; and 
E 4 tho.t 
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tha.t the King of Great-Britain had with his Ships, 
beat down, or taken feveral of the Spauiards great 
Forts in America.-The India11s f3id, they were 
pleafed to hear their Brethren were an Over-matcn 
for their Enemies, and wifh' d them good Succcfs. 

The Governor then enquired into the State and 
Condition of the Nations to the W efrward of the 
Great Lakes, and whether they had any W arriours 
then in thofe Countries ? Whether they had con
cluded Peace with the Southern Indiam? And whe
ther they had heard what their Deputies had done 
at Albany? 

They made Anfwer: That they had always 
Abundance of their Men out amongft the Nations 
fituate to the Weft of their Lakes.-That they had 
kindled a Fire with a vaft many Nations, fome 
whereof were Tributaries, and they had a good 
U nderftanding with all.-They fet out from their 
own Country in Company with two Sets of De
puties, one going to hold a Treaty with the Southern 
Indians, and they believed a Peace would be con
cluded : The other going to meet the Governor of 
New-Tork, at Albany; but they could not tell what 
had been done at either Place.-On their return, 
they were to hold a General Council, and would 
inform their Brethren of thefe Particulars. 
~hen the Governor put an End to _the Conference, 

by telling the Indians the Goods would be delivered 
to them at a Council to be held To-morrow Af
ternoon at the M~eting-Houfe. 

At 
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At a CouNcIL held in the Meeting-Houfe, Phi
ladelphia, July 6, 1742. 

PRESENT, 
The Honourable G E 0 R G E 'I' I-1 0 MA S, Efq; 

Lieutenant-Governor. 

7ames LogaJt, Samuel Preflon, 1 
Clement Plumfted, Ralph .AJheton, Efqrs; 
Abraham 'I'aylor, Robert Strettell, 

CAN AS SA 'I' EEGO, Chief of the Onondagoes, 
Speaker. 

S HI c A LA My, and a great Number of Indians, 
whofe Names are as tollows, viz. 

0 N 0 N T 0 G 0 E S. 
Sawegaty, } 
C h 

. Counfellors. 
ax ayzon, 

Saguya.ffatha, 
Kayadoghratie, alias Sla-
. naghquafy, 

Rotier-wwughton, 
'I'okaughaah, 
'I'iorughwaghthe, 
'I'okano-ungoh, 
Aronty-oony, 
C£obanoha1.vighton, 
'I'iog hwatoon)', 
Auughrahyfey. 
C A I Y 0 Q_ U 0 S. 

Sahugh-fowa, l Ch' f! 
t:fohatgaghthus, 5 le s. 
Cfokany-efus, 
Runbo-hihio, 
Kanadoghary, 
Zior-aghqttaf)', 
Sagu- iugh·-:.vatba, ali:\S 

Ct!dc cP· cul,! [e,· .. 
J ~ ... 

Sca-yenties, 
'l'ats-heghteb, 
Alligh-waheis, 
'I' ayo-quario, 
Hogh degh runtze, 
Rotehn Haghtyacko11, Cap-

tain. 
Sawoaliefelhohaa, 
Sagugbfa-eck, 
Uwantakeraa, 
lloruhot, 
Ofoghquaa, 
<:tuyanoegon. 
A N 0 Y I U T S, er 

0 NE ID AS. 

Sar~aquoh, 1 
Ungquaterughi- C,· . f: 

h 1
. ~,11e s. 

at e, a 1as 
Shikelimo, 

'l'ottowakerha, 
CJ."'arag~koerus, 
Onughkallydawwy,anoted 

young Chief. 
Onug hnaxqua, 
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O;zughnaxqua, Chief. 
:fawyiakaarat, 
:fohathuyongocbtha, 
Sughnakaarat, 
:fag hneg hdoerus, 
'I'okenyiadaroeyon, 
Sagogugbyatha, 
Rahehius, 
'Iokanufoegon. 
JENONTOWANOS, 

or SENECAS. 
Karugb iagh Raghqu)', 

Captain. 
er ahn heentus' 
Onontyiack . . 
TUSCARROROS. 
Sawontka, l 
'I'i-ieroes, Chiefs. 
Cloghfytawax, 
r:fokaryhoegon, Captain. 
Oghioghfeh, 
'I'iel~gh·weghfon, 
'I'ougrotha, 
Torughianego, 
Ot-quehig, 
Squaghky, 
Sayadyio, 
Onughfowughton, 
Cherigh wiijlho, 
Aghfunteries, 
'.!'ion ogh fcoghtha, 
Saligh wanaghfon, 
Ohn-wdafey, 
9:'ocar-eher [died fince at 

er ulpehokin.] 
'fohanat akqua, 
Kanyh!lag. 
SH A W ANOES. 
Wehwehlaky, Chief. 

Afet teywa, 
Afoghqua, 
Maya minickyfy, 
Wauryia Beejeny. 

Caneftogo Indians that 
JPeak the Onayiut's 
Language. 

'I'ior Haafery, Chief. 
cranigh wackerau, 
Karha Cawyiat, 
Kayen quily quo. 
CANOYIAS, orNAN-

TIKOKES, of Ca
neftogo. 

Des-feheg, 
Icbqua que heck, 
ff2....uefamaag, 
Ayiok-ius. 
D ELA WARES of 

Shamokin. 
Olumapies, }Ch' c. 
L . h h 1e1s. mge anoa , 
Kelly macquan, 
f?{,uitie-yquont, 
Pijhquiton, 
Nena chy haut. 
bEL A WARES from 

the Forks. 
Onutpe, I 
Lawye quohwon, Chiefs 

alias Nutimus, 
'l'oweghkappy. 
Cornet. Spring, and others. 
C 0 N R A D " WE IS E R, 

CoRNELJus SPRING, 

Interpreters. 
And a great Number of 

the Inhabitants of Phi
ladelphia. 

The 
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The Governor having commanded Silence, fpoke 

as follows: 

' Friends and Brethren of the Six Nations, 

' Six Years ago a Nun1ber of your Chiefs oblig ... 

' ed us with a Vifit, when they agreed on Behalf 

' of your Nations, to the Releafe of certain Lands 

' on both Sides the River Safquehannah, to the 

' Southward of the Endlefs-Mountains, and within 

' the Limits and Bounds of the King's Grant of 
~ this Province. In Confideration of which, a cer

' tain ~antity of Goods was agreed on, and de ... 

' livered as a full SatisfaCtion for the faid Lands, 

' lying on the Eaftern Side of the faid River: And 

' for the I_;ands on the W eftern Side of the faid 

' River, you de fired the Payment fhonld be de-. 

' ferr'd till another Opportunity. Thefe Goods, 

' which are exaCtly the fame in QEantity, as thofe 

' you received the laft Time the Chiefs of your 

' Nations were here, have been ready a confider

' able Time, and kept in ExpeCtation of your 

' coming for them : And now you are come down~ 

' fully impowered by your refpective Councils to 

' receive them, we are well pleafed to deliver them; 

' leaving it to you to make a fair and equal Di ... 

' vifion of them amongft yourfelves. We are 

' forry for the Abfence of our Brethren the Senecas, 
' and n1uch more fo, that it fuould be owing to 

' their Diftrefs at Home by a Famine that rages 

' in their Country :-A Famine fo great, that you 

' tell us a Father has been obliged to facrifice one 

' Part of his Family, even his own Children, for 

' the Support and Prefervation of himfelf, and the 

' other Part.-We heartily commiferate their Con

' dition, and do not doubt but you will do them 

' fair and ample J uftice in the Difpofal of their 

' Part of the GooJs, in fuch Manner as they have 

' inftruB:ed you. You fhall now hear the Lift of 

: the Goods read to you .. '. -
Here,. 
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Here, by the Governor's Order, the Lifl: of the 

Goods was read over, viz. 

500 Pounds of Powder. 
6oo Pounds of Lead. 
45 Guns. 
6o Strowd-Matchcoats. 

I oo Blankets. 
zoo Dujjil Matchcoats. 
200 Yards Half-thick. 
Ioo Shirts. 
40 Hats. 
40 Pair Shoes& Buckles. 
40 Pair Stockings. 

1 oo Hatchets. 
soo Kni7.Jes. 
100 Hoes. 
6o Kettles. 

1 oo 1obacco-'I'ongs. 
100 SciJ!ars. 
500 Awl-Blades. 
120 Combs. 

2 ooo Needles. 
1 ooo Flints. 

24 Looking-Glaffis. 
2 Pounds of Vermilion 

100 'I'in-Pots. 
I ooo 'I'obacco-Pipes. 

2 oo Pounds of Tobacco. 
24 Dozen of Garter

ing, and 
2 5 Gallons of Rum. 

Then the Governor told them that the Goods, 
of which the Particulars had been juft read to them, 
were in the Meeting-Houfe, and would be fent to 
whatever Place they would direCt. 

The Governor then proceeded : 

BRE<J'HREN, 

' You have often heard of the Care that your 
' great and good Friend and Brother William Penn, 
' took at all Tin1es to cultivate a perfect good 
' Harmony with all the Indians: Of thefe your Na~ 
' tions have ever been fully fenfible ; but more 
' efpecially a N urn ber of your Chiefs, about ten 
c; Years ago, when on the Arrival of a Son of your 
' faid great Friend William Penn, large and valu
~ able Prefents were exchanged by us with you; a 
~ new Road was made and clear' d ; a new Fire 
' kindled; and the Chain of Friendfhip made 
' fironger, fo as to laft while the Sun and Moon 
' endure. 

~And 
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' And now we cannot but congratulate ourfelves, 

' that your coming ihould happen at a Time, when 
' we are in daily ExpeCtation of a War being de
' dared between the King of England, and the 
' French King, well knowing that fhould fuch a 
' vVar happen, it muft very fenfibly affect you, 
' confldering your Situation in the Neighbourhood 
' of Cmzada. Your coming at this J untl:ure is 
' particularly fortunate, iince it gives us an Op
' portunity of mentioning feveral Things that may 
' be neceffary to be fettled, between People fo 
' ftriB:ly and clofely united as we are.-An Union 
' not to be expreifed by any Thing lefs, than the 
' affeCtionate Regards which Children of the fame 
' Parents bear for each other, as conceiving our-

fel ves to be one Flefh and one People. 
' The utmoft Care therefore ought mutually to 

' be taken bv us on both Sides, that the Road be
' tween us be kept perfeCtly clear and open, and 
' no Lets nor the leaft Obftruttion be fuffered to 
' lie in the Way ; or if any fuould by Accident be 
' found, that may hinder our free Intercourfe and 
' Corref pondence, it muft forthwith be removed •. 

Cf'o inforce this, we lay down a String of Wampum. 
' In the next Place, we, on our Part, fhall inlarge 

' our Fire that burns between us. We fhall pro ~ 
' tlide more F ewel to increafe it, and make it burn 
' brighter and clearer, and give a fi.ronger and 

more lafting Light and Warmth. . 
In Evidence of our fincere Intentions, we lay 

down this Belt of Wmnpum. 
' In the laft Place, confidering the Obligations 

' we are mutually under by our feveral Treaties, 
" That we fhould hear with our Ears for you, and 
" you hear with your Ears for us.' We fuall at 
' Titnes very willingly give you the earlieft and 
' beft Intelligence, of any Defigns that may be 
' form'd to your Difadvantage.-.And if you dif
' cover any Preparations th~t can hurt us, we de-

3 ' fi:e 
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' fire you will immediately difpatch fame fuitable 
' Perfon in whom we can place a Confidence, to 
' give us a proper Information. 

'fQ inforce this Requeft, as well as to brighten the 
Chain, we lay down this other Belt of Wampum. 

On the Governor, s concluding the Speech, the 
folemn Cry by Way of _.1\pprobation was repeated 
by the Indians, as many Times as there were Na. 
tions prefent; and then eana.f!ateego rofe up and 
f1)oke. 

~ BREc;(HREN, 

' '-IV e thank you for yonr kind Speech : What 
& you have faid is very agreeable to us; and To-
' morrow when we have deliberated on the feveral 
' Matters recommended to us, we will give you 
' our Anfwer. We defire, as our Time will be 
' wholly taken up in Council, you will order the 
' Goods to be carried back to the Proprietaries to 
' prevent their being 1oft, and that they may con· 
' tinue there till we call for them. 1 

At a C o u N c I L held in the fv1ceting- Houfe, 
July 7' I 742 · 

PRESENT, 
The Honourable G E 0 R G E 'I' li 0 21-1 AS, Efq; 

Lieutenant·G ovf-rnor. 

James Logan, Samuel Pnjlo11, } 
Thomas Lawrence, Samuel Hafel!, Efqrs; 
Abraham 'I'aylor, Robert Strettell, 

CAN ASS A 'I' EEG O's Speech on Behalf of the 
Six Nations. 

' BR E <rH R EN, the Go~'en;or and Council, 
' and all prefent, 

' According to our Promife we now propofe to 
.' return you aa Anf wer to the feveral Things men-

. ' tioned 
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' tioned to us Y eft er day, and fhall beg Leave to 

' fpeak to publici<. Affairs firft, tho' they were what 

' you fpoke to laft. On this Head you Y efl:erday 

' put us in Mind, firft, " Of William Penn's early 

'' and conftant Care to cultivate Friendfhip with 

" all the Indians ; of the Treaty we held with one 

" of his Sons, about ten Years ago ; and .of the 

" N eceffity there is at this Time of keeping the 

'· Roads between us clear and free from all Ob

" ftruetions." We are all very fenfible of the kind 

' Regard that good Man William Penn had for all 

' the Indians, and cannot but be pleafed to find that 

' his Children have the fame. We well remember 

' the Treaty you mention held with his Son on his 

' Arrival here, by which we confirmed our League 

' of Friendfhip, that is to la!l: as long as the Sun 

' and Moon endure: In Confequence of this, we, 

' on our Part, fhall preferve the Road free from 

' all Incumbrances ; in Confirmation whereof we 

' lay down this String of W ampum. 

' You in the next .Place faid you would enlarge 

' the Fire and make it burn brighter, which we are 

' pleafed to hear you mention ; and affure you, 

' we £hall do the fame, by adding to it more 

' F ewel, that it may ftill flame out n1ore ftrongly 

' than ever : ·In the laft Place, you were pleafed to 

' fay that we are bound by the ftritl:eft Leagues, tG 

' watch for each others Prefervation ; that we 

' fhould hear with our Ears for you, and you hear. 

. ' with your Ears for us : This is equally agree-

' able to us ; and we fhall not fail to give you 

' early Intelligence, whenever any Thing of Con

' fequence comes to our Knowledge: And to en

' courage you to do the fan1e, and to nourifh in 

' your Hearts what you have fpoke to us with 

, . your Tongues, about the Renewal of our Amity 

~ and the Brightening of the Chain of Friendfhip; 

' we confirm what we have faid with another Belt 

~ of Wampum.'. 
'BRETHREN, • 
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'BRE'rHREN, 
' We received fron1 the Proprietors Y efl:erday, 

&. fome Goods in Confideration of our Releafe of 
' the Lands on the Weft-fide of Safquehannah. It 
' is true, wr- have the full ~antity according to 
' Agreement; but if the Proprietor had been here 
' hi1nfelf, we think, in Regard of our Numbers 
' and Poverty, he would have made an Addition 
' to thern.-If the Goods were only to be divided 
' arnongft the l1zdians prefent, a fingle Perfon 
' would have but a fmall Portion; but if you con
' .fider what Numbers are left behind, eqlially en
' titled with us to a Share, there will be extremely 
~ little. We therefore defire, if you have the Keys 
' of the Proprietor's Cheft, you will open it, and 
' take out a little more for us. 

' We know our Lands are now become more 
' valuable:· The white People think we do not 
' know their Value ; but we are fenfible that the 
' Land is ever1afl:ing, and the· few Goods we re
' ceive for it are foon worn out and gone. For 
" the future, we will fell no Lands but when Bro
' ther Onas is in the Country ; and we will know 
' beforehand, the ~antity of the Goods we are to 
' receive. Beudes, we are not well ufed with re
' fpeCt to the Lands frill unfold by us. Your Peo
' ple daily fettle on thefe Lands, and fpoil our 
' Hunting.-W e muft infift on your ren~oving 
' them, as you know they have no Rjght to fettle 
' to the Northward of Kittochtimry-Hills.-ln par
e ticular, we renew our Con1plaints againft fome 
' People who are fettled at Jtmiata, a Branch of 
' Safquahannah, and all along the Banks of that 
' River, as far as lvfahaniay ; and defire they may 
' be forthwith made to go off the Land, for they 
~ do great Damage to our Coufins the Delawares. 

' We have fl1rther to obferve, with refpcCt to 
' the Lands lying on the \V eft-fide of S(ljquahan

_' nab, 
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' nab, that though Brother Onas (meaning the Pro· 

' prietor) has paid us for what his People poffefs, 

' yet fome Parts of that Country have been taken 

' up by Perfons, whofe Place of Refidence is to 

' the South of this Province, from whom we have 

' never received any Confideration. This Affair · 

' was recommended to you by our Chiefs at our 

' laft Treaty; and you then, at our earneft Defire, 

' promiftd to write a Letter to that Perfon vvho has 

' the Authority over thofe People, and to procure 

' us his Anfwer: As we have never heard from you 

' on this Head, w.e want to know what you have 

' done in it. If you have not done any 1 ing, 

' we now renew our Requeft, and defire you will 

' inform the Perfon whofe People are feared on 

' our Lands, that that Country belongs to us, in 

' Right of Conqueft; we having bought it with 

' our Blood, and taken it from our Enemies in fair 

' War ; and we expect, as Owners of that Land, 

' to receive fuch a Confideration for it as the Land 

' is worth. We defire you will prefs hin1 to fend 

' a pofitive Anfwer: Let him fay Yes or No: If 

' he fays Yes, we will treat with hirn; if No, we 

' are able to do ourfelves J uftice ; and we will do 

' it, by going to take Payment ourfelves. 

' It is cuftomary with us to make a Prefent of 

' Skins, whenever we renew our Treaties. We 

' are aihamed to offer our Brethren fo few, but 

' your Horfes and Cows have eat the Grafs our 

' Deer ufed to feed on. This has made them 

' fcarce, and will, we hope, plead in Excufe for 

"' our not bringing a larger ~antity. If we could 

' have fpared more, we would have given more ; 

' but we are really poor; and defire you'll not 

' confider the ~antity, but few as they are, ac • 

.' cept thetn in Teftimony of our Regard.' 

Here they gave the GovernQr a Bundle of Ski1zs. 

F Tbe 
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1'he Governor immediately replied. 

'BRE'l'HREN, 

' \Ve thank you for the many Declarations of 
' Refpett you have given us, in this folemn Re
' newal of our 1~reaties : \V e receive, and fl1all 
' keep your String and Belts of W ampum, as 
' Pledges of your Sincerity, and defire thofe we 
' gave you may be carefully preferved, as Tefti
' monies of ours. 

' In Anfwer to what you fay about the Proprie
~ ~arifs.-They are all abfent, and have taken the 
-. K{'~S of their Cheft with thetn ; fo that we can
' not~ on their Behalf~ enlarge the ~antity of 
' Goods: Were they here, they tnight perlnps, 
' be more generous ; but we cannot be liberal for 
' them.-1'he Government will, however, take 
' your 1~equeft into Conf1deration ; and in Regard 
' to your Poverty, may perhaps n1ake you a Pre
' fent. I but juft n1ention this now, intending to 
' refer this Part of your Speech to be anf wered at 
' our next Meeting. 

' 1"he Number of Guns, as well as every Thing 
' elfe, anfwers exaB:ly with the Particulars fpeci
' fied in your Deed of Conveyance, which is more 
' than was agreed to be given you. It was your 
' own Sentin1ents, that the Lands on the Weft-fide 
' of Safqu<-;hmmah, were not fo valuable as thofe on 
' the Eaft; and an Abaten1ent was to be made, 
' proportionable to the Difference in Value: But 
' the Proprietor overlooked this, and ordered the 
' full ~antity to be delivered, which you will 
' look on a:s a Favour. 

' It is very true, that Lands are of late become 
' more valuable; but what raifes their Value? Is 
' it not entirely owing to the Induftry and Labour 
' ufed by the white People, in their Cultivation 
.' and Improve1nent? I-I ad not they come amongft 

' you, 



FIVE INDIAN NATioNs, &c. 

' you, ~hefe Lands would have be: n of no U fe to 

' you, any further than to maintain you. And is 

' there not, now you have fold fo much, enough 

left for all the Pu rpofes of Living ? --What you 

' fay of the Goods, that they are foon worn out, 

is applicable to every Thing; but you know very 

' well, that they cofl: a great deal of Money ; and 

' the Value <i Land is no more, than it is worth in 

' Money. 
' On your former C01nplaints againft People's 

' fettling the Lands on ']uniata, and from thence all 
' along on the River Safquahannah as far as Maha

' niahy, fome Magiftrates were fent expreny to re

' move them, and we thought no Perfons would 

' prefu me to fray after that.' 

Here they interrupted the Governor, and faid :

" 1-.hefe Perfons who were fent did not do their 

" Duty: So far from removing the People, they 

'~ made Surveys for themfelves, and they are in 

" League with the Trefpaffers. \V e defire more 

" effeCtual Methods may be ufed, and honefl:er 

" Perfons employed." 
Which the Governor promifed, and then pro .. 

. -ceeded: 

'BRECJ'HREN, 

' According to the Promife made at our laft 

' Treaty with you, Mr. Logan, who was at th~ 

' Time Prefident, did write to the Governor of 

' Maryland, that he might make you Satisf~Ction for 

fuch of your Lands as his People had taken up, 

' but did not receive one Word from him upon 

· ' that Head. I will write to him again, and en-

' deavour to procure you ~ fatisfat1:ory Anf wer. 

We do not doubt but he will do you J uftice .: 

But we exhort you to be careful not to exercife 

any ACts of Violence towards his People, as they 

' likewife are 9ur Brethren, and SubjeCts of the 

• fame great King ; and therefon~ Violence to-
F z wards 
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' wards them, muft be produtl:ive of very evil 
' Confequences. 

' I fhall conclude what I have to fay at this Time,. 
' with Acknowledgments for your Prefent; which 
' is very agreeable to us, from the Expreffions of 
' Regard ufed by you in prefenting it: Gifts of 
' this Nature receiving their V aloe fFom the Affec
' tion of the Giver, and not frmn the ~1antity or 
' Price of the Thing given.' 

At a C 0 UNCI L held at Philadelphia, Ju!y 
8, 1742· 

PRESENT, 
"fhe Honourable G E 0 R G E er H 0 M .AS, Efq.; 

Lieutenant-Governor. 

James Logan, Samuel Pre.fton, I 
Clement Plumjled~ Thomas Lawrence, Efc rs· 
Samuel Hafell., Ralph Ajheton, q , 
Abraham 'I'aylor, Robert Strettell, 
The Board taking into Confideration, whether it 

be proper or not at this Tin1e, to tnake a Prefent 
to the IndianJ of the Six Nations now in Town, in 
Heturn for their Prefent to this Government at 
·y dl:erday's Treaty; 

l?.efolved, 
1"'hat it is highly fit and proper that a Prefent be 

'n1ade to the faid Indians at this Time. 
And it is the Opinion of this Board, that the 

f1id Prcfent fhould be of the Value of 500 l. or at 
~ leaft 300 l. 

And it is recon1mended to Mr. Logan, Mir 
Prejf(Jn1 and Mr. Lawrence, to acquaint Mr. Kz'n
fey, the Speaker of the Affembly, with the Opinion 

. ·of this Board ; and that they requeft him to confer 
with fuch other Members of Affembly as are in 
Town, and report their Sentiments thereupon. 

1'he Board taking into Confideration the Threats 
x:prdfcd by the Indians, at' the Treaty Yefterday, 

againft 
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3gainft the Inhabitants of Maryland, fettled on cer. 
tain Lands on theW eft-fide ot Safquahannah, which 
the Indians claim, and for w.hich they require Sa
tisfaction ; and confidering, that 1hould thofe 
Threats,· in any Sort be put in Execution, not only 
the Inhabit nts of Maryland, but of this Govern-
ment, and all his Majefty's Subjects on the Northern 
Continent .of Anzerica, 1nay thereby be involved in 
much Trouble: It is the ·Opinion of this Board, 
that the Governor write to the Governor of Mary-
ia11d without Delay, to inforn1 him of the Indians 
Complaints and Threats, and to requefi: a fatisfaetory 
Anfwer ; and that his Letter be fent by a fpecial 
Me!fenger, at the publick Expence. 

At a C 0 UNCI L held July 9, 1742. 
PRESENT, 

The Honourable G E 0 R G E ~ H 0 M A S, Efq.; 
Lieutenant -Governor. 

James Logan, Efq; Samuel Prtjlon, Efq; 
Clement Plumfted, Efq; Ratph 4/beton, Efq; 
Samuel Hafell> Efq; 'l'homas Lawrenc£, Efq; 
Robert Strettell, Efq; M.r. Peters. 
The Governor informed the Board, that the In-. 

dian Chiefs dining with hin1 Y efterday, after Dinner 
delivered their Anfwer to two Affairs of Con
feqt:Jence: 

The firft related to the violent Battery committed 
on William Webb, in the Forks of Delaware, whe·re-
by his Jaw-bone was broke, and his Life greatly 
endangered, by an uaknown Indian. Canajfatego 
repeating the Meifage delivered to the Six Nations· 
by Shickcalamy~ in the Year I 7 40, with a String of 
Wampum, faid in Anfwer: ' The Six Nations had 
' made diligent Enquiry into the Affair, and had 
~ found out the Indian who had committed the 
' Fact; he lived near Afopus, and had been ex
~ amined and feverely reprov' d : And they hoped, 

F 3 .as 
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' as U7illiam P/ebb was recovered, the Governor 
4 would not expect any further Puniihment; and 
' therefOre they returned the String of Warnpum 
' received frmn their Brethren, by the 1-Iand of 
' Shickcalamy, in 'Token that they had fully com
' plied with their Requeft.' 

I thank' d them, faicl he, for their Care ; but re. 
minded them, that though the I\1an did not die, yet he 
lay a long Tin1e in extreme Mifery, and would never 
recover the free lJ fe of his Speech, and was render
ed lefs able to get his Livelihood; and in fuch Cafes 
the Englijh Laws obliged the Affailant to make good 
all Damages, befides paying for the Pain endured.
But as the Indian was, in all Proba.bility, poor and 
unable to make SatisfaB:ion, I told them, th2t for 
their Sake I would forgive him ; adding, had Webb 
died, I make no Doubt but you would have put 
the Indian to Death, juft as we did two of our 
People who had killed an lndicm ; we caufed them 
to be hung on a Gallows, in the Prefence of many 
Hundreds of our People, to deter all others from 
doing the like. Canaffatego made· n1e this Reply: 
' The India11s know no Punifhment but Dtath; they 
' have no fuch Thing as pecuniary Multis ; if a 
' Man be guilty of a Crime, he is either put to 
~ Death, or the Fault is overlook'd. vVe have 
' often heard of your Hanging-up thofe two Per
' fons ; but as none of our Indians faw the Men 
' die, many believe they were not hanged, but 
' tranfported to fome other Colony : And it would 
' be fatisfaB:ory to the Indians, if, for the future, 
' fame of them be fent for, to be Witneffes of fuch 
' Executions.' I affured them,. that whoever gave 
them thatlnformation, abufed thetn ; for the Per
fans certainly fuffered Death, and in the Prefence 
of all the People. 

Canaffatego then proceeded to give an Anfwer to 
what was faid to them the zd Inftant, relating to 
Le Tort's Letter: ' That they had, in Council, 

' confidered 
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" <:onfidered in what Manner the M ntter recom

< mended to them ought to be conducted; and 

' they were of Opinion, that as the Shawanefe, not 

' the 'I'wightw}s (for they knew fo much of it, that 

' the People were of the Twigbtwy Nation in whofe 

' Bags the Scalps were found) had fent me a Prefent 

' of Skins, I fhould in return, fend them a Blanket 

< or a Kettle, and with it a very L.11arp Mdfage, that 

~ tho' they had done well in fweeping the Road from 

' Blood, yet that was but a fm~lll P ctrt of their 

~ Duty; they ought not to have fuffered the 

' 'J'wightwys, after their Lye and the Difcovery of 

' the Scalps, to have left them, 'till they had given 

' a full and true Account how they ca.me by them, 

~ whofe Scalps they were, and in what Place~ and 

' for what Reafon the Men were kill' d ; and when 

' they ~d b.een fully fatisfied of all thefe Particu

~ Jars, then it was their Duty to have given Infor

' mation to the Government where the white Peo

~ pie lived, that the Murderers might be complain

' ed againft, and punifhed by the Nation they be

' longed to : And as the Sbawanefe had omitted to 

' pertorm the Part of Brethren, that I fhould re

' prove them for it, and charge the1n to make 

~ .Amends for their Neglect, by ufing all poffible 

' Expedition to con1e at the KnQ'Yledge of thefe 

~ Things, and tq aid ~heir Brethren the white Peo

' ple in obtaining JuO:ice. 

1'he Minutes of the preceding Council being read, 

Mr. Logan., in purfuance pf the Board's DireCtion 

of Y efterday, reported, on be~~lf of himfelf, and 

the other Gemlemen to whom it was recommended, 

that they had confer' cl with M~. Kinfey, and requeft

ed him to confult the other Members of the Aifem

bly concerning the making a Prefent to the fn4ians ; 

and that Mr. Kinfey having collected the Sentiments 

of feveral Members of the Aifembly in Town,. 

whom he had confer' d with on that SubjeCt, found 

them generally of Opinion, that a Prefent .fhould at 

F 4 th~ 
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this Time be tnade ; but that they had declined no
minating any Sum : However, that Mr. Kin fey had 
given it as his own Opinion, that the Governor and 
Council might go as far as three hundred Pounds. 

And accordingly it is refer'd to Mr. Logan, Mr. 
Prejlon, and Mr. Lawrence, to confider of, and pre
pare a proper Lift of the Goods whereof the Pre
fent ihould be compofed, to the Value of three hun
dred Pounds, as aforefaid; advifing with the Inter .. 
preter as to the OEantity and ~ality. 

At a C 0 U N C I L held at the Proprietor's, 
the 9th of July, P. M. 1742. 

PRESENT 

The Honourable GEORGE THOMAS, Efq; 
Lieutenant -Governor. 

James Logan, Robert Strettell, l Eii rs· 
Samuel Prejlon, Abraham 'ra)•lor, S q ' 

The CH I E F S of the Six Nations. 
SAS S 0 0 N AN, and the De!a--tJJares. 
NU 'I' I MU S, and the Fork-India;rs. 

C 0 N RA D "fV EIS E R, Interpreter. 

The Governor fpoke to the Chiefs of the Six Na
tio11s, as follows : 

'BRE:J'HREN, 
' The laft Time the Chiefs of the Six Nations 

' were here, they were informed, that your Coufins, 
' a Branch of the Delawares, gave this Province 
' fon1e Difturbance about the Lands the Proprietor 
' purchafed from then1, and for which their An· 
' cefton had received a valuable Confideration above 
'fifty-five Years ago, as appears by a Deed now 
' lying on the Table.-Sometime after this, Conrad 
' Weiftr delivered to your Brother 'l'homas Penn 

' your 
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c your Letter, wherein you requeft of him, and 
' James Logan, that they would not buy Land, &c. 
' -This has been ihewn to them and interpreted ; 
~ notwithftanding which they have continued their 
' former Difturbances, and have had the Infolence 
' to write Letters to forne of the MagiH:rates of this 
' Government, wherein they have abufed your good 
' Brethren, our worthy Proprietaries, and treated 
' them with the utmoft Rudenefs and Ill -Manners. 
' Being loth, from our Regard to you, to punifh 
' them as they deferve, I fent two Meifengers to 
' inform them that you were expeCted here, and 
' fuould be acquainted with their Behaviour. -As 
' you, on all Occafions, apply to us to remove all 
' white People that are fettled on Lands before they 
' are purchafed from you, and we do our Endea
' vours to turn fuch People off ; we now xpeCl: 
' from you, that you will caufe thefe Indians to re
' move from the Lands in the Forks of Delaware, 
' and not give any further Difturbance to the Per
' fons who are now in Poffeflion.' 

'l'o inforce this we lay down a String of Wampum. 

Then were read the feveral Conveyances, the 
Paragraph of the Letter wrote by the Chief~ of the 
Six Nations relating to the Delawares ; the Letters 
of the Fork-Indians to the Governor and Mr. Lang
horne, and a Draught of the Land ; thefe were then 
delivered to Conrad Weifer, who was defired to in· 
terpret them to the Chiefs, when they .fhould take 
this Affair into their Confideration. 

At 
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t a C 0 UNCI L held July Ib, I 74-2. 
PRESEN1~ 

The Honourable G E 0 R G E er H 0 M AS, Efq~ 
Lieutenant-Governor. 

James Logan, 
Clement Plumjled, 
:fhomas La1.vrence, 
Abraham Cf'a)·lor, 

Samuel l-!afell, E£ rs· 
Samuel Prefion, I 
Robert Strettell, q ' 

The Governor laid before the Bo:1rd an Extract 
from the Treaty held here the 7th Infhmt with the 
Indians of the Six Nations, fo far as it related to the 
Inhabitants of Mar)'land; as alfo a Letter he had 
prepared for the Governor of lvfaryland upon that 
Subject ; both of which being approved, were or· 
dered to be tranfcribed fair, in order to be difpatch'd 
~he following Morning. The Letter was as follows : 

S I R, Philadelphia, July 10, 174-Z • . 

THE inclofed Extraft of the Speech made by the 
Chiefs of the Six Nations, before a very nume

rous Audience, in this Place, with nry Anfwer to it, 
iJ of fo great Importance to all his Majejiy' s Colonic~ 
in this Part of his Dominions, and to your Govern7 
ment in particular, that I ha7.Je employ' d a Jpecial 
Mejfenger to deliver it you. I hope )'Ott wilt enable 
me to fend tbem a fatisjaflory .A;tjwer. It would be 
impertinent in me to firy more to one fo well informed 
as you are of theft Nations, and of their abfoluTe 
Authority over all the Indians bordering upon us, or 
of the Advantages of maintaining a jlrifl Friendjhip 
with them at all Times, but more ejpecially at this criti· 
cal Junfture. 

I am, Yours, &c. 

An 
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An Account exhibited by C01wad Weifer of his 

Expences upon the Indians, and Indian Affairs, from 
February !aft to July I, 1742, amounting to 36/ . 
.: 8 s. 3 d. was laid before the Board, and exam in' d, 
and allow'd to be a juft and very moderate Account. 

And the Board taking into Confideration the 
rnany fignal Services performed by the faid Conrad 
Weifer to this Government, his Diligence and La
bour in the Service thereof~ and his Skill in the In
dian Languages and Methods of Bufinefs, are of 
Opinion, that the faid Conrad .fhould be allowed, as 
a Reward fron1 the Province at this Time, the Sum 
of :Thirty Pounds, at leaft, befides Payment of his 
faid Account. 

J'_t a C 0 U N C I L held at the 'Great Meeting· 
Houfe, .7ttly ro. P. M. I 742. 

PRESENT 

The Honourable G E 0 R G E <J' H 0 MA S, Efq; 
Lieutenant-Governor. 

]ames Logan, Samuel Pre.fton, 1 
'I'homas Lawrmce, Samuel Hafell, Efqrs; 
/lbraham 'I' ay/or, Robert Strettell, . 

CANAS8/l'l'EGO, l . . 
Sli ICKCALAMY, S _i\nd other Indtan Chtefs. 

CO Jl RA D WE IS ER, Interpreter. 

And a great Number of the Inhabitants of Philadelphia. 

The Governor f poke to the Indians as follows: 

'BRE1HREN, 
' This Meeting will be ihort: It is in order t~ 

' make you a Prefent from the Governor, the Coun
' cil, the Aifembly, and all our People. William 

Penn was known to you to be a goo.:l and faithful 
' Friend to all the Indians: He made a League of 
' Friendibip with you, by which we became one 

' People. 

7S 
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' People. This League has often fince been re
' new'd by friendly Treaties ; and as you have de
' dared that the Friendihip ihall always !aft on 
' your Parts, fo we would have you believe that it 
' £hall remain inviolable on ours while the Sun and 
' Moon endure. 

' I gave you fome ExpeCtation of a Prefent, and 
' we have it now ready to deliver to you. This 
' Prefent is made you by the Governor, Council, Af. 
' fembly, and all our People, in Confideration of 
' the great Miferies and Diftreffes which you our 
' good Friends have lately fuffered. This will be 
4i fame Relief to you for the prefent, and it's to be 
' hoped your own Induftry will foon retrieve your 
' Circumftances. 

' It has fometimes happened, and may happen 
' again, that idle and untrue Stories ar~ carried to 
< you concerning us your Brethren ; but our Defire 
' is, and we expect it from you, that you will give 

.. ' no Credit to them; f'Or we are, and always will 
~ be, your fteady and fincere Friends. 

' It is a Cuftom when we renew our Treaties 
' with our good Friends the Indians, to clear the 
" Road, and tnake our Fire burn bright : We hlve 
' done fo upon this Occafion; and~ in Token of 
' our Sincerity, we deliver you, as a Prefent from 
' the Governor, the Council, the Affembly, and all 
' the People of Penjjlvania, the following Goods, 
' 'ViZ. 

24 Guns. 
6oo Pounds of Lead. 
6oo Pounds of Powder. 

2 5 Strowdes l Match-
90 Dujfil S Coats. 
30 Blankets. 
62 Yards of Half-Thicks. 
6o Ru.ffied Shirts. 
25 Hats. 

tooo Flints. 

50 Hoes. 
· 50 Hatchets. 

5 Pounds of Vermilion 
1 o Dozen of Knives. 
8 Dozen of Gimblets. 
2 Dozen of 'J'obacco-

:fongs. 
25 Pair of Shoes. 
25 Pair of Stockings. 
2 5 Pair of Buckles. . 

\V here'-
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Whereupon the Chiefs, and all the Indians, re

turned their folemn Thanks ; and Canaffatego faid, 
' They had no more to fay as to publick Bufinefs 
' at prefent ; but they had . fomewhat under Deli .. 
' beration, which, when they had duly confidered, 
' they would corn m unicat . 

At a C 0 U N C I L held at the Proprietor's, 
]uly I 2, 1742. 

PRESENT 

The Honourable GEORGE crHOMAS, Efq; 
Lieutenant-Governor. 

]ames Logan, Clement Plum.fted,1 
crhomas Lawrenu, Abrabam 'I'aylor, Efqrs; 
Robert Strettell, 

Mr. Richard Peters. 

CANASSACJ'EGO, lAnd fundry Chiefs of the Six 
SHJCKCALAMY, 5 Nations. 

SAS S 0 0 N AN, and the Delawares. 
NU 'l'CJ' I MU S, and the Fork-Inditms. 

C 0 N RA D WE IS E R, Interpreter. 

Pifquetoman, } 
Cornelius Spring, Interpreters to the Fork-Indians. 
Nicbolas Scull, 

CAN AS SA 'I' E G 0 faid : 

'BRE'l'HREN, the Governor and Council, 
' The other Day you informed us of the Mifbe

' haviour of our Coufins the Delawares, with re
' fpetl: to their continuing to claim, and refufing to 
' remove from fome Land on the River Delaware, 
' notwithftanding their Anceftors had fold it by a 
' Deed under their Hands and Seals to the Proprie
' taries, for a valuable Confideration, upwards of 
' fifty Years ago ; and notwithftanding that, they 
~ themfelves had alfo not many Years ago, after a 

· 4 ' Ion~ 
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~ long and full Exan1ination, ratified that Deed of 
' their Anceftors, and given a frefh one under th~ir 
' Hands and Seals; and then you requcfted us to 
' remove them, inforcing your Requeft with a 
' String of Wampum.-Afterwards we laid on the 
' Table our own Letters by Conrad JVeifei· ; fome 
' of our Coufins Letters, and the feveral Writ
' ings to prove the Charge againft our Coufins, 
' with a Draught of the Land in Difpute.-We 
' now tell you, we have pcrufed all thcfe feveral 
' Papers: vVe fee with our own Eyes, that they 
~ have been a very unruly Peoplej and are altoge
" ther in the Wrong in their Dealings with you.
~ We have concluded to remove then1, and oblige 
' them to go over the R.iver Delaware, and quit all 
' Claim to any Lands on this Side for the future, 
' fince they have received Pay for them, and it is 
' gone thro' their Guts long ago.-To confirm to you 
' that we will fee your Requeft executed, we lay 
' down this String ofWatnpum in return for yours.' 

Then turning to the De!awares, holding a Belt of 
vVan1pum in his Hand, he fpoke to the1n as f{>Uows: 

C 0 US INS, 
' Let this Belt of W an1pum ferve to cha1ife 

'_you. You ought to be taken by the !-lair of the 
' Head and !baked feverely, till you recover your 
' Senfes and become fober. You don't know what 
' Ground you ftand on, nor what you are doing. 
4 Our Brother Q;zas's Caufe is very juft and plain, 
• and his Intentions are to preferve Friend!hip. On 
' the other Hand, your Cauie is bad ; your Heart far 
' from being upright; and you are maliciou;1y bent 
' to break the Chain of Friendfl1in \vith our Bro* 

· ' ther Onas, and hill People. \Ve have feen with 
' our Eyes a Deed fign' d by nine of your Ancef~ 
' tors above fifty Years ago for this very Land, and 
' a Releafe fign' J, not rnany Years fince, by fame ,, of 
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' of yourfelves and Chiets now living, to the Nu m
< ber of fiftten or upwards.-But how came you to 
< take upon you to fell Land at all ? We conquer
' ed you ; we made vV 01nen of you ; you know 

you are \V omen, and can no more fell Land than 
' V.f omen ; nor is it fit you ihould have the Power 
' of felling Lands, fince you would abufe it. This 
' Land that you claim is gone thro' your Guts; 
' you have been furnifhed with Cloaths, Meat, and 
' Drink, by the Goods paid you for it, and now 
' you want it again, like Children as you are.
' But what makes you fell Land in the Dark? Did 
' you ever tell us that you had fold this Land ? 
' Did we ever receive any Part, even the Value of 
' a Pipe-Shank, from you for it? You have told 
' us a blind Story, that you fent a Meifenger to us 
' to inform us of the Sale, but he never came 
' amongft us, nor we never heard any thing about 
' it.-This is acting in the Dark~ and very diffe. 
' rent from the ConduEt: our Six Nations obferve 
' in the Sales of Land ; on fuch Occafions they 
' give publick 1 J otice, and invite all the Indians of 
' their united Nations, and give them all a Share 
' of the Prefent they receive for their Lands.-This 
c is the Behaviour of the wife united Nations. -
' But we find you are none of our Blood: You aCt 
' a di!honeft Part, not only in this, but in other 
' Matters : Your Ears are ever open to fianderous 
' Reports about our Brethren ; you receive them 
' with as much Greedinds as lewd Women receive 
' the Embrace~ of bad Men. And for all thefe 
' Reafons we charge you to remove inftantly ; we 
' don't give you the Liberty to think about it. 
' You are Women. Take the 4dvice of a wife 
' Man, and remove immediately. You may re
' turn to the other Side of Delaware where you 
' came from : But we do not know whether, con
' fidcr~ng how you h.1.ve den1ean' d yourfelves, you 
' will be pern1itted to live there i or whether you 

' have 
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~ have not f wallowed that Land down your Throats 
' as well as the Land on this Side. We therefore 
' affign you two Places to go, either to Wyomen or 
' Shamokin, You may go to either of thefe Places, 
' and then we £hall have you 1nore under our Eye, 
' and fhall fee how you behave. Don't deliberate; 
' but remove away, and take this Belt of W ampurn.' 

This being interpreted by Conrad fVeifer into Eng
li.Jh, and by Cornelius Spring into the Delaware Lan
guage, Cana.ffetego taking a String of vV ampum, 
added further. 

' After our juft Reproof, and abfolute Order 
' to depart from the Land, you are now to take 
' Notice of what we have further to fay to you. 
' This String of W am pum ferves to forbid you, 
' your Children and Grand-Children, to the lateft 
' Pofterity for ever, n1eddling in Land-Affairs; 
' neither you, nor any who fhall defcend from you, 
' are ever hereafter to prefume to fell any Land: 
' For which purpofe, you are to preferve this String, 
' in Memory of what your Uncles have this Day 
' given you in Charge.-W e have fome other Bufi
' nefs to tranfaft with our Brethren, and therefore 
' depart the Council, and confider what has been 
' faid to you.' 

Canaffatego then fpoke to the Governor and Council: 

'BRE'I'HREN, 
~ ' ' We called at our old Friend james Logmz s, 

' in our Way to this City, and to our Grief we 
' found him hid in the Bufhes, and retired, thro' In
' fumit.i~s, from publick Bufinefs. We prefs'd 
' him to leave his Retirement, and prevailed with 
' him tQ affift once more on our Account at your 
4 Councils. We hope, notwithftanding his Age, and 
' theEffe(ts of a fit of Sicknefs,which we UT}derftand 

' has 
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' has hurt his Conftitution, that he may yet con
' tinue a long l'ime to affift this Province with his 
' Counfels. He is a wife Man, and a faft Friend 
' to the Indians. And we defire, when his Soul 
' goes to G 0 D, you may chufe in his Room juft 
' fuch another Perfon, of the fame Prudence and 
' Ability in counfelling, and of the fame tender Dif
' pofition and AffeCtion for the Indians. In Tef
' timony of our Gratitude for all his Services, and 
' becaufe he was fo good as to leave his Coun
' try- Houfe, and follow us to Town, and be at 
' the Trouble, in this his advanced Age, to attend 
' the Council, we prefent him with this Bundle of 

' Skins.' 

'BRE'I'HREN., 
' It is always our Way, at the Conclulion of a 

' Treaty, to defire you will ufe your Endeavours 
' with the Traders, that they may fell their Goods 
' cheaper, and give us a better Price for our Deer
' Skins. Whenever any particular Sort of Indian 
' Goods is fcarce, they conftantly make us pay the 
' dearer on that Account. We muft now ufe the 
' fame Argument with them : Our Deer are killed 
' in fuch ~antities, and our Hunting-Countries 
' grown lefs every Day by the Settlement of white 
' People, that Game is now difficult to find, 
' and we muft go a great Way in queft of it ; they 
' therefore ought to give us a better Price for our 
' Skins ; and we defire you would fpeak to tl:e n 

' to do fo. We have been ftinted in the Article of 
' Rum in Town. We defire you will open the 
' Rum-Bottle, and give it to us in greater Abun
' dance on the Road.' 

lf'o inforce our Requeft, about the Indian 'I"radtrs, 
we prefent )OU with this Bundle of Skins. 

G BRE· 
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BRETHREN, 
' When we firft came to your Houfes, we found 

' them clean and in Order ; but we have ftaid fo 
' long as to dirty them; which is to be imputed 
' to our different Way of Living from the white 
' People : And therefore, as we cannot but have 
' been difagreeable to you on this Account, we pre· 
' fent you with fome Skins to make your Houfes 
' clean, and put them into the fame Condition they 
' were in when we came amongft you., 

BRETHREN, 
' The Bufinefs the Five Nations tranfact with you 

' is of great Confequence, and requires a fkilful and 
' honeft Perfon to go between us; one. in whom both 
' you and we can place a Confidence.-W e efteem 
' our prefent Interpreter to be fuch a Perfon, equally 
' faithful in the Interpreta:tion of whatever is faid 
' to him by either of us, equally allied to both; he 
' is of our Nation, and a Member of our Council, 
' as well as of yours. When we adopted him, we 
' divided him into two equal Parts : One we kept 
' for ourfelves, and one we left for you. He has had 
' a great deal of trouble with us, wore out his Shoes 
' in our Meffages, and dirty' d his Clothes by being 
' amongft us, fo that he is becon1e as nafty as an 
' hzdian. 

' In Return for thefe Services, we recommend 
' him to your Generofity ; and on our own Behalf, 
' we give hin1 Five Skins to buy him Clothes and 
' Shoes with.' 

BRETHREN, 
' We have frill one more Favour to aik. Our 

' Treaty, and all we have to fay about publick Ru
' finefs, is now over, and to-morrow we defign to 
' leave you. We hope, as y.ou have given us 
~ Plenty of good Provifion whi1ft in Town, that 

~ you 
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' you will continue your Goodnefs fo far as to fup

ply us with a little more to ferve us on the Road. 

' And we likewife defire you will provide us with 

: :~g~n~; ~e cc~~~e;~~ ~;o; :~:.~e Place where 

To thefe feveral Points the Governor made the 

following Reply. 

BRE'I'H REN of the Six Nations, 

' The Judgment you have juft now pafs' d on 

' your Coufins the Delawares, confirms the high 

Opinion we have ever entertained of the J uftice ot 

' the Six Nations. This Part of your Character, for 

' which you are defervedly famed, made us wave 

' doing ourfelves J uftice, in order to give you an

' other Opportunity of convincing the World of 

' your inviolable Attachment to your Engagements. 

' Thefe unhappy People might have always 1\v'd 

' eafy, having never receiv'd the leaft Injury from 

' us ; but we believe fome of our own People were 

' bad enough to impofe on their Credulity, and en

' gage them in thefe wrong Meafures, which we 

' wiih, for their Sakes, they had avoided. 

' We hoped, fr01n what we have conftantly given 

' in Charge to the Indian Traders, that they wou! 

' have adminiftred no juft Caufe of Complaint: If 

' they do you Wrong~ it is againft our Inclinations, 

' and contrary to our exprefs Directions. As yon 

' have exhibited no particular Charge againft them, 

we ihall ufe our beft Endeavours to perfuade them 

' to give you as much for your Skins as they can 

poffibly afford ; and to take Care that their Goods 

' which they give in Exchange for Skins, be of the 

' ' beft Sort. We will likewife order you fame Rum to 

~ ferve you on your journey home, fince you defire it. 

' We wiih there had been more Room and bet-. 

' ter Houfes provided for your Entertaimnent ; but 

' not expecting to many of you, Wfl. did the beft 

G ~ ' we. 
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' we could. 'Tis true, there are a great many 
' Houies in To\vn, but as they are the Property 
' of other People, who have their own :Families to 
' take care of, it is difficult to procure Lodgings 

for a large :r~ umbtr of People, efpecially if they 
' come unexpeCtedly. 

' \V e entertain the fan1e Sentiments of the Abi
' lities and Probity of the Interpreter as you have 
' exprefs' d. We were induc' d at firit to make ufe 
' of him in this important Truft, from his being 
' known to be agreeable to you, and one who had 
' lived amongft you for fome Years, in good Credit 
' and Eftc:em with all your Nations ; and have ever 
' found him equally faithful to both. We are pleas'd 
' with the Notice you have taken of him, and think 
' he richly deferves it at your Hands. We fhall 

not be wanting to make him a fuitable Gratifica
' tion, for the many good and fJithful Services he 
' hath done this Government. 

' We have already given Orders for Waggons 
' to carry your Goods, and for a Supply of Provi
' fions to ferve you on the Road in your Return 
' home, where we heartily wifu you may arrive in 
' good Health.' 

After the Governor had ccncluded, Mr. Logan 
return'd an .A.nfwer to that Part of CanajJatego's 
Speech which related to him, and faid, ' 1'hat not 
' only upon th~ Acco-:_mt of his Latncnefs, of which 
' the Indians themfelves were Witne1fes ; but on 
' Account of another Indifpofition, which about 
' three Years fince had laid him under an Incapa
' city of exprefiing himfelf with his forn1er ufual 
' Freedom, he had been obliged to live retired in 
' the Country. But that our firft Proprietor, the 

Honourable JVilliam Penn, who had ever been a 
' Father and true Friend to all the India11s, having 
' above forty Years fince recon1mended them to 
( his particular Care, he had always, from his own 
' Inclination, as well as from that ftriet Charge, 

' endeavoured 



FivE INDIAN NATIONS, &c. 

' endeavoured to convince all the Indians, that he 

' was their true Friend ; and was now well pleafed, 

' that after a TraEt of fo many Years, they were 

~ not infenfible of it. He thanked them kindly 

' for their Prefent, and heartily joined with them 

' in their Defires, that this Gov ·rmnent may always 

be furniihed with Perfons of equally good Incli

' nations, and not only with fuch, but alfo with 

' better Abilities to ferve them.' 

And then Canalfatego faid, he had forgot to men

tion, that Shickcalamy and Caxhayn had been em

ploy'd on feveral Meifages to this Government, and 

defir' d they 1night be confider' d on that Account. 

At a COUNCIL held the 12th of 'Ju6•, P. M. 1742. , 

PRESENT, 

The I--Ionourable G E 0 R G E 'I H 0 MA S, Efq; 

Lieu tenant-Governor. 

James Logan, Samuel Preflon, 1 
Clement Plum.fted, 'Thomas LP.w;·ence, Ef( rs· 
Samuel Hafell, Abraham 'It?:;lor, q ' 

}(obert Strettell, 
Mr. Richard Peters. 

The Board taking into Confitieration the Regula

tion of the nece.ffary Expences of the Indians travel .. 

ling down hither, and returning; and upon an 

Ei1:imate made by Conrad Weifer, amounting to 

about one hundred Pounds, it appearing that the faid 

Sum of I oo l. will be neceffary to be advanced to 

Conrad Weifer to defray thofe Expences, Mr. Lo
gan, on the Proprietaries Behalf, propofes to ad

vance 40 l. and the Treafurer declaring he had no 

publick Money in his Hands, and that if he had: 

he would not advance Money without the Affem

bly's Order; it is recommended to Mr. Pre.fton and 

Mr. Lawrence, to confer with Mr. Kinfey, and 

know whether he, as Speaker of the Affetnbly, 

G 3 and 
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and Truftee of the Loan-Office, will advance the 
other 6o l. 

And the India;zs having requefted that they might 
have a fn1a1l ~1antity of Rum, to be added to 
their Provifions, to comfort them on the Road: 
The Board is of Opinion, that there be added to 
the faid Eftimate for twenty Gal1ons of Rum 
for the aforefaid Ufe. And in Return for their 
Prefent of Skins, at requefting that the Indian 
Traders be enjoin' d to fell their Goods cheaper, 
the Board direCts that two Strouds be prefented. 
And that five Pounds be given to Ca:t:hayn on the 
Account of the Province, for his Services ; and to 
Sbickcalamy the like Sum. 

A juft Copy, compared by 

PA'I'RICK BAIRD, Seer. 



A 

T R E A T Y, 
Held at the TowN of 

Lanca.fter, in PENs v L vAN 1 A, 

By the HoNoURABLE the 

Lieutenant-Governor of the P R 0 V I N C E, 
And the HoNOURABLE the 

Commiffioners for the PR 0 V IN C E S 

OF 

VIRGINIA and MARYLAND, 

WITH TH~ 

INDIANS 
0 F THE 

SIX NATIONS, 
In JUNE, I744·· 





A Treaty with the I N D I A N S 
of the Six NATIONS. 

In the CouRT-HousE in the Town of 
Lancajler, on Friday the Twenty-fecond 
of June, 1744, 

PRESENT, 

The Honourable GEORGE '1!HOMAS, Efq; 
Lieut. Governor of the Province of Penjjlvania, 
and Counties of Newcaflle, Kent and Suffix, on 
Delaware. 

The Honbie 'l'homas Lee, Efq; l Commiffioners 
Colonel William Beverly, S of Virginia. 

Philip 'l'homas, Efq; Commiffioners 
The Honbie Edm. 'Jennings,Efq;I 

Colonel Robert King, of Maryland. 
Colonel 'I'homas Colville, 

The Deputies of the Onandagoes, Senecas, Cayogoes, 
Oneidas and 'Iufcaroraes. 

Conrad 1Yeifer, Interpreter. 

T H E Governor and the Commiffioners took 
fome of the Indian Chiefs by the Hand, 
and, after they had feated themfelves, the 

Governor bid them welcome into the Government ; 
and there being 'Vine and Punch prepared fov them, 
the Governor and the feveral Commiffioners drank 
Health to the Six Nations; and Canaffatego, <1a-

&banoontia, 
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chanoo11tia, and fome other Chiefs, returned the 
Compliments, drinking the Healths of * Ona.r; 
t A./Jaragoa, and the Governor of Maryland. 

After they were all ferved with Wine, Punch, 
Pipes and Tobacco, the Governor told the Indians, 
that as it was cuftomary, and indeed necdfary, 
they fuould have fome Time to reil: after fo long a 
Journey, and as he thought three Days would be 
no more than fufficient for that Purpofe, he pro
pofed to fpeak to them on Monday next ; aft~r 
which, the honourable Commiffioners would take 
their own Time to deliver what they had to fay. 

CAN ASS A 'I' E G 0 anfwered the Governor : 
We thank you for giving us Time to reft ; we are 
come to you, and fhall leave it intirely to you to 
appoint the Time when we fhall meet you again. 
We likewife leave it to the Governor of Maryland, 
by whofe Invitation we came here, to appoint a 
Time when he will pleafe to mention the Reafon of 
his inviting us. As to our Brother A.f!aragoa, 
we have at this prefent Time nothing to fay to 
him ; not but we have a great deal to fay to.A.!Jaragoa, 
which muft be faid at one Time or another ; but 
not being fatisfied whether he or we fhot1ld begin 
firft, we fhall leave it wholly to our Brother Onas 
to adjuft this between us, and to fay which fhall 
begin firft. 

• Onas, the Governor of Penfylvania. 
t A.lfaragoa, the .Governor ofYirginia. 

In 
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In the CouRT-HousE at Lancafier, June 25, 
I744· A. M. 

PRESENT, 

The Honourable G E 0 R G E '!'HO MAS, Efq; 
Governor, & c. 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of Virginia. 

'fhe Honourable the Commifiioners of Mar;tand. 

The Deputies of the Six Nations. 
Conrad Weifer, Interpreter. 

The GovERNOR fpoke as follows. 

Honourable Gentlemen, Commiffzoners for the Goverll· 
ments of Virginia and Maryland, and Brethren~ 
Sachims, or Chiefs of the Indians of the Six 
Nations. 

A T a Treaty, held by me two Years ago, in 
Behalf of the Government of Penfylvan.ia, 

with a Number of the Chiefs of the Indians of the 
Six Nations, I was defired by them to write to the 
Governor of Maryland concerning fome Lands in 
the back Parts of that Province, which they claim · 
a Right to from their Conquefts over the ancient 
Poffeffors, and which have been fettled by fome of 
the Inhabitants of that Government, without their 
Confent, or any Purchafe made from them. It was at 
that time underftood that the Claim was upon Mary
land only ; but it has fince appeared, by fome 
Letters formerly wrote by Mr. Prefident Logan to 
the late Governor of Maryland, that it related like
wife to fome Lands in the back Parts of f/irginia. 
The Governors of thofe Colonies foon manifefted a 
truly equitable Difpofition to come to any reafona
ble Terms with the Six Nations on account of thofe 

Lands, 
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Lands, and defired, that for that End a Time and 
Place might be fixed for a Treaty with then1 ; but 
before this could be effected, an unfortunate Skir
mifh happened in the back Parts of Virginia, be
tween fome of the Militia there, and a Party of 
the Indian Warriors of the Six Nations, with fome 
Lofs on both Sides. Who were the Aggreffors is 
not at this time to be difcuffed, both Parties having 
agreed to bury that Affair in Oblivion, and the 
Government of Virginia having, in Token of tne 
Continuance of their Friendihip, prefented the Six 
Nations, through my Hands, with Goods to the 
Value of One Hundred Pounds Sterling. To pre
vent further Hoftilities, and to heal this Breach, I 
had, before the Prefent was given, made a Tender 
of my good Office ; which both Parties accepted, 
and confented, on my Inftances, to lay down their 
Arms : Since which the Faith pledged to me has 
been mutually preferved, and a Time and Place has 
been agreed upon, through my Intervention, for 
accommodating all D ifferences, and for fettling a 
firm Peace, Union and Friendihip, as well between 
the Government of Virginia as that of Maryland, 
and the Indians of the Six Nations*. The honour
able the Commiffioners for thefe two Governments, 
and the Deputies of the Six Nations, are now n1et · 
at the Place appointed for the Treaty. It only re
n1ains therefore for n1e to fay, that if my further 
good Offices fhall be thought ufeful for the Accom
plifhment of this Work, you may rely moft af
furedly upon them. 

But I hope, honourable Gentlemen Commiffion
ers, it will not be taken a1nifs if I go a little further, 
and briefly reprefent to you, how efpecially necef
fary it is at this J untl:ure, for his Majefty's Service, 

and 

• This was allowed, at a Conference had by the Governor 
with the Commiffioners, to be a jufi State of the. Tranfaaions 
preceding the Treaty. 
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and the Good of all his Colonies in this Part of his 
Dominions, that Peace and Friendfhip be eftablifhed 
between your Governments and the Indians of the 
Six Nations. . 

Thefe Indians, by their Situation, are a Frontier 
to fome of them ; and, from thence, if Friends, 
are capable of defending their Settlements ; if Ene
mies, of making cruel Ravages upon them ; if 
Neuters, they may deny the French a Paffage 
through their Country, and give us timely Notice 
of their Defigns. Thefe are but fome of the Mo
tives for cultivating a Good Underftanding with 
them ; but from hence the Difadvantages of a Rup
ture are abundantly evident. Every Advantage 
you gain over them in War will be a weakening of 
the Barrier of thofe Colonies, and confequently be, 
in effeCt, Victories over yourfelves and your Fellow 
SubjeCts. Some Allowances for their Prejudices 
and Paffions, and a Prefent now and then for the 
Relief of their Neceffities, which have, in fome 
Meafure, been brought upon them by their Inter
courfe with us, and by our yearly extending our 
Settlements, will probably tie them more clofely to 
the Britifh Intereft. This has been the Method of 
New-York and Penfylvania, and will not put you 
to fo much Expence in twenty Years, as the carry
ing on a War againft them will do in one. The 
:French very well know the Importance of thefe N a
tions to us, and will not fail by Prefents, and their 
other ufual Arts, to take Advantage of any Mifunder
ftanding we may have with them t. But I will de-

tain 

t The two preceding Paragraphs were allowed by the Corn. 
miffioners of Yirginia, whilfi they were at Philadelphia, to be 
very proper to be fpoken by the Governor of P en.Jjlvania at 
the Opening of the Treaty ; but taking up an Opinion, from 
what paffed at the firft friendly Interview with the Indians, that 
they would not make any Claim upon Lands within the Govern~ 
ment of Yirginia, the Governor conf~nted to decline fpeakin 
them in the Prefence of the lmlian1. 

I 
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tain you, Gentlemen, no onger. Your own fu ... 
perior Knowledge will fuggeft to you more than I 
can fay on this Subject. 

'}i"'iends and Brethren, Sachems, or Chiefs of the 
Indians of the Six Nations: 

Thefe, your Brethren of Virginia and Maryland, 
are come to enlarge the Fire, which was alrncft 
gone out, and to make it burn clearer ; to brighten 
the Chain which had contraCted fome Ruft, and to 
renew their FrienJfhip with you ; which it is their 
Defire may laft fo long as the Sun, the Moon and 
the Stars, !hail give Light. Their Powers are de
rived from the Great Ki11g of ENGLAN o, your 
Father; and whatever Conclufions they fhall come 
to with you, will be as firm and binding as if the 
Governors of thefe Provinces were themfelves here. 
1 am your Brother, and, which is more, I ~m your 
trt:e Friend. As you know, from Experience, 
th~t I am fo, I will now give you a few Words of 
Advice. Receive tbefe your Brethren with open 
Arms; unite yourfelves to them in the Covenant 
Chain, and be you with them as one Body, and 
one Soul. I make no doubt but the Go~ernor of 
Canada has been taking Pains to widen the Breach 
between thefe your Brethren of Virginia and you ; 
but as you cannot have forgot the Hatred the 
~French have always borne to your Nations, and 
how kindly, on the contrary, you have been treat
ed, how faithfully you have been proteCted by the 
Great King of ENGLAND and his Subjecrs, you 
will not be at a Lofs to fee into the Defigns of that 
Governor. He wants to divide you from us, in 
order the more eafily to deftroy you, which he will 
m oft certainly do, if you fuffer yourfelves to be de
luded by him. 

2 As 
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As to what relates to the Friendfhip eftablilhed 

between the Government of Penfylvania and your 
Nations, I will take another Day to fpeak to you 
upon it. 

'I'o enforce what had been faid, the GovERNOR 
laid down a Belt of fVampum ; upon which 
the Indians gave the* Yo-hah. 

After a fhort Paufe, the Governor ordered the 
Interpreter to tell the Indians, that as they had 

.greatly exceeded their appointed Time for meeting 
the Commif1ioners, he recommended to thetn to 
ufe all the Expedition poffible in giving their 
Anfwer to what had been faid, that they might 
forthwith proceed to treat with the refpeB:ive Com
miffioners on the Bufinefs they came about. 

Then Canajfatego repeated to the Interpreter the 
Subftance of what the Governor had fpoke, in 
order to know if he had underftood him right ( a 
Method generally made ufe of by the Indians) and 
when the Interpreter told him ~e had taken the true 
Senfe, Canaffatego proceeded to return the Tha .ks 
of the Six Nations for the Governor's kind A:.lvice, 
promifing to follow it as far as lay in their Power; 
but as it was their Cufi:om when a Belt was given to 
return another, they would take Time till the Af
ternoon to provide one, and would then give th·:ir 
Anfwer. 

• The ro-hah denotes Approb3tion, being a loud Shout or 
Cry, confifting of a few Notes pronounced by all the l11diam in 
a very mufical Manner, in the Nature of our Huzza's. 

In 
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1n the CouRT-HousE at Lancafler, June 25, 
i7+4· P. M. 

PRESENT, 

The Honourable GEORG E 'J'HOMAS,Efq; 
Governor, &c. 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of J7irginia. 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of Maryland. 

The Deputies of the Six Nations. 

Conrad Weiflr, Interpreter. 

Canaffatego's Anfwer to the Governor's Speech deli
vered in the Morning. 

Brother Onas, 

V 0 U fpoke in the Prefence of Affaragoa and 
:1 the Governor of Maryland to us, advifing 
us to receive them as our Brethren, and to unite 
with them in the Covenant Chain as one Body, and 
one Soul. We have always confidered them as our 
Brethren, and, a5 fuch, fhall be willing to brighten 
the Chain of Friendfhip with them ; but fince there 
are fome Difputes between us refpecting the Lands 
poffeffed by them, which formerly belonged to us, 
we, according to our Cuftom, propofe to have thofe 
Differences firft adjufted, and the.n we fhall proceed 
to confirm the Friendfhip fubftfiing between us, 
which will meet with no Obftruction after thefe 
Matters are fettled. 

Hert 
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Here they prefented the GovERN OR with a 
Belt of Wampum, in return for the Belt 
given them in the Morni11g by the Gov E R

N oR ; and the Interpreter 'l.oas ordered td 
return the Yo-hah. 

(_{hen the GovERNOR, in Reply, [poke as follows: 

I receive your Belt with great Kindnefs and 
AffeCtion ; and as to what relates to the Govern.: 
ments of l7irginia and Maryland, the honourable 
Commiffioners, now prefent, are ready to treat 
with you. I iliall only add, that the Goods for the 
I-Iundred Pounds Sterling, put into my !-lands by 
the Governor of Virginia, as a Token of his good 
Difpofitions to preferve Friendfhip with you; are 
now in Town, and ready to be delivered, in con
fequence of what was told you by Conrad Weiftr 
when he was ]aft at Onandago. 

Then the Governor, turning to the Commiffioners 
of Virginia and Maryland, faid, Gentlemen, I ha·ve 
now finifhed what was incumbent upon me to fay 
by way of lntroduB:ion to the Indians; and as yoti 
have a full Authority from your refpeCl:ive Govern
n1ents to treat with them, I iliall leave the reft in
tirely to you, and either ftay or withdraw, as you 
fhall think moft for your Service. 

The Commiffioners faid, They were all of Opi
nion, it would be for their Advant.age that the Go
vernor ihould ftay with them ; and therefor~ they 
unanimouny defired he would favour them with 
the Continuance of his Prefence whilft they ihould 
be in Treaty with the Indians: Which his Honour 
faid he would at their Inftance very readily do, be
lieving it might expedite their Bufinefs, and pre
vent any J ealoufy the Indimis might conceive at his 
-withdrawing. 
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'!he Conmzi.ffioners of Maryland ordtred the I11terpre

ter to acquaint the Indians that the Government of 
Maryland was going to JPeak to them, and then 
JPoke as follows : 

Friends and Brethren of the united Six Nations, 

We, who are deputed from the Government of 
Mar)'land by a Commiffion under the Great Seal of 
that Province, now in our Hands (and which will 
be interpreted to you) bid you welcome; and in 
Token that we are very glad to fee you here as 
Brethren, we give you this String of W ampum. 

Upon which the Indians gave the Y o-hah. 

When the Governor of Maryland received the 
· firft Notice, about feven Years ago, of your Claim 
to fome Lands in that Province, he thought our 
good Friends and Brethren of the Six Nations had 
little Reafon to complain of any Injury from Mary
land, and that they would be fo well c~nvinced there
of, on farther Deliberation, as he fuould.hear no more 
of it ; but you fpoke of that Matter again to the 
Governor of PenJylva11ia, about two Years fince, 
as if you defigned to terrify us. 

It was very inconfiderately faid by you, that you 
would do yourfelves J uftice, by going to take Pay

·nlent yourfclves : Such an Attempt would have in
tirely diffolved the Chain of Friendiliip fubfifting, 
not only between us, but perhaps the other Englijb 
and you. 

We affure you~ our People, who are numerous, 
courageous, and have Arms ready in their Hands, 
will not fuffer themfdves to be hurt in their Live~ 
and Eftates. 

But, .however, the old and wife People of Mai-y
land immediately met in Council, and upon con
fidering very cooly your rafh Expreffions, agreed 
to invite their Brethren, the Six Nations, to this 

Place, 
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Place, that they might learn of them what Right 
they have to the Land in Mar)'land, and, if they 
had any, to make them fome reafonable Comperi
fation for it ; therefore the Governor of lvtaryland · 
has fent us to meet and treat with you about this Af ... 
fair, and the brightening and ftrengthening the 
Chain which hath long fub1ifted between us. And 
as an Earneft of our Sincerity and Good-will to
wards you, we prefent you with this Belt 9f Wam
pum. 

On which the Indians gave the Yo-hah. 

Our Great King of ENGLAND, and his Subjects~· 
have always poffeffed the Province of Maryland 
free and undifturbed from any Claim of the Six 
Nations for above one hundred Years paft, and 
your not faying any thing to us before, convinces us 
vou thought you had no Pretence to any Lands in 
Maryland ; nor can we yet find out to what Lands~ 
or under what Title you make your Claim: For 
the Safquahannah Indians, by a Treaty above ninety 
Years fince (which is on the Table, and will be in
terpreted to you) give, and yield to the Englijh N a
tion, their Heirs and Affigns for ever, the greateft 
Part (if not all) of the Lands we poffefs, from Patux
ent River, on the W eil:ern, as well as from Choptank 
River, on the Eaftern Side of the Great .Bay of 
ChejJapeak. And, near Sixty Years ago, you ac
knowledged to the Governor of New-York at .Al
bany, H That you had given your Lands, and fub
" mitred yourfelves to the King of EnKland." 

We are that Great King's SubjeCts, and we poffefs 
and enjoy the Province of Maryland by Virtue of 
his Right and Sovereignty thereto ; why, then, 
will you ftir up any ~arrel between you and our
felves, who are as one Man, under the ProteCtion 
of that Great King ? 

H2 We 
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We need not put you in mind of the Treaty 

(_which we fuppofe you have had from your Fathers) 
made with the Province of Ma;7land near Seventy 
Years ago, and renewed and confirmed twice fince 
that time. 

By thefe Treaties we became Brethren ; we have 
always lived as fuch, and hope abvays to continue 
fo. 

We have this further to fay, that altho' we are 
not fatisfied of the J uftice of your Claim to any 
Lands in Maryland, yet we are defirous of fhewing 
our Brotherly Kindnefs and Affection, and to pre
vent (by any reafonable Way) every Mifunderfrand
ing between the Province of Maryland and you 
our Brethren of the Six J\Tations. 

For this Purpofe we have brought hither a 
~antityof Goods for our Brethren the Six Nations, 
and which will be delivered you as foon as we fhall 
have received your .L~nfwer, and made fo bright 
and large a Fire as may burn pure and clear whilft 
the Sun and Moon fhallfhine. 

We have now freely and openly laid our Bofoms 
bare to you ; and that you may be the better con
firmed of the Truth of our Hearts, we give you 
this Belt of W ampum. 

Which was received with the Yo-hah. 

After a little Time Canalfatego JPoke as follows : 

Brother, the Governor of Maryland, 

We have heard what you have faid to us ; and, 
as you have gone back to old Time~, we cannot 
give you an Anfwer now, but fhaU take what you 
have faid into Confideration, and, return you our 
Anfwer fome Time to Morrow. He then fat down, 
ar~d .after fome Time he fpoke again. 

Brother, 
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Brother, the Gocyernor of Maryland, 

If you have made any Enquiry into Indian Af
fairs, you will know, that we have always had our 
Guns, Hatchets and Kettles mended when we 
came to fee our Brethren. Brother Onas, and the 
Governor of York always do this for us; and we 
give you this early Notice, that we may not there
by be delayed, being defirous, as well as you, to 
give all poffible Difpatch to the Bufinefs to be tranf
acted between us. 

The Commiffioners of Virginia and Maryland 
faid, fince it was cuft:01nary, they would give Or
ders to have every Thing belonging to them mend
ed that fhould want it. 

In the C ouR T-Hous E at Lancafter, June 26, 
1744, P. M. 

P R E SE N T, 

The Honourable GEORGE 'l'HOMAS, Efq; 
Governor, &c. 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of Virginia. 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of Maryland. 

The Deputies of the Six Nations. 

Conrad Weifer, Interpreter. 

CAN ASS A'I' E G 0 Jpoke as follows: 

Brother, the Governor of Maryland, 

W HEN you invited us to kindle a Council 
Fire with you, Conedog·wainet was the Place 

agreed upon; but afterwards you, by Brother Onas, 
upon fecond Thoughts, confidering that it would 
be difficult to get Provifions and other Accommo-

. H 3 dations 

101 



102 'Ihe HIs T 31t Y of the 
dations where there were but few Houfes or Inhabi
tants, defired we would meet our Brethren at Lan
cafler, and at his lnfiances we very readily agreed 
to meet you here, and are glad of the Change ; for 
we have found Plenty of every thing ; and as 
Y efte1 day you bid us welcome, and told us you 
were glad to fee us, we Jikewife affure you we 
are as glad to fee you ; and, in Token of our 
SatisfaCtion, we prefent you with this String of 
Yt/ampum. 

Which was received with the ufual Ceremony. 

Brother, the Governor of Maryland, 

You tell us, that when about Seven Years ago you 
heard, by our Brother 01zas, of our Claim to fome 
Lands in your Province, you took no Notice of it, 
believing, as you fay, that when we !hould come to 
reconfider that Matter, we ihould find that we had 
no Right to make any Complaint of the Governor 
of Mar)·land, and would drop our Demand. ~nd 
that when about two Years ago we n1entioned it 
again to our Brother Onas, you fay we did it in fuch 
Terms as looked like a Defign to terrify you ; and 
you tell us further, that we muft be befide ourfelves, 
in ufing fuch a rafh Expreffion as to tell you, We 
know how to do ourfelves J uftice if you fl:ill re
fufe. It is true we did fay fo, but without any ill 
Defign ; for we muft inform you, that when we 
firft defired our Brother Onas to ufe his Influence 
with you to procure us SatisfaCtion for our Lands, 
we, at the fame time, defired him, in cafe you 
fhould difregard our Bern and, to write to the Great 
King beyond the Seas, who would own us for his 
Children as well as you, to compel you to do us 
Juftice: And, two years ago, when we found that 
you had paid no Regard to our juft Demand, nor 
that Brother Onas had convey'd our Complaint to 
the Great King over the Seas, we were refolved to 

ufe 
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ufe fuch Expreffions as would make th e gre-ateft Im

preffions on your M inds, and we find it had its 

EffeCt; for you tell us, " That your wife Men 

" held a Counc~l together, and agreed to invite us, 

" and to enqmre of our Right to any of your 

" Lands, and tf it fhould be found that we had a 

" Right, we were to have a Compenfation made 

" for them : And hkewife you tell us, that our 

" Brother, the Governor of Maryland, by the ad

" v ;ce of thefe wife Men, has fent you to brighten 

'' the Chain, and to aifure us of his \Villingnefs to 

" remove whatever impedes a good U nderftand

" ing between us.', This !hews that your wife 

Men underftood our Expreffions in their true Senfe. 

We had no Defign to terrify you, but to put you 

on doing us the J uftice you ha.d fo long delayed. 

Your wife Men have done well ; and as there is no 

Obftade to a good U nderftanding between us, ex

cept this Affair of our Land, we, on our Parts, do 

give you the ftrongeft Affurances of our good Dif

pofition towards you, and that we are as defirous as 

you to brighten the Chain, and to put away all 

Hindrances to a perfect good U nderftanding; and, 

in Token of our Sincerity, we give you thi~ Belt 

of Wampum. 
Which was received, and the Interpreter or-. 

dered to gi7le th~ Y o-hah. 

Brother, the Governor of Maryland, 

When you mentioned the Affair of the Land 

Y efterday, you went back to old Times, and told 

us, you had been in Poffeffion of the Province of 

Maryland above One Hundred Years ; but what is 

One Hundred Years in Comparifon of the Length 

of Time fince our Claim began ? fince we came out 

of this Ground ? For we muft tell you, that long 

before One Hundred Years our Anceft:ors came out 

-of this very Ground, and their Children have re-
H 4 mainec 
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maincd here ever fince. You came out of the 
Ground in a Country that lies beyond the Seas, 
there you may have a juft Cla!m, but here you muft 
allow us to be your elder ~rethren, ~nd the Lands 
to belong to us long before you knew any thing of 
~hem. It is true, that above One Hundred Years 
ago the Dutch came here in a Ship, and brought 
with thern feveral Goods; fuch as Awls, Knives, 
flatchcts, Guns, and many other Particulars, which 
they gave us ; and when they had taught us how 
to u[e their Things, and we faw what fort of Peo
ple they were, we were fa well pleafed With them, 
that we tied their Ship to the Bullies on the Shore ; 
and afterwards, liking them frill better the longer 
they ftaid with us, and thinking the Bullies too 
pender, we removed the Rope, and tied it to the 
Trees ; and as the Trees were liable to be blown 
do~n by high V\Tinds, or to decay of ~hemfelves, 
we, from the AffeCtion we bore them, again re
moved the Rope, and tied it to a fhong and big 
Rock [here the Interpreter faid, They mean the 
Oneido Country J and not content with this, for its 
further Security we removed the Rope to the big 
Mountain [ bere the Interpreter Jays they mean the 
Onandago Country] and there we tied it yery fafr, 
;Ind roll'd Wampum about it ; and, to make it 
frill more fecure, we ftood upon the W ampum, and 
fat down upon it, tq defend it, and to prevent any 
Hurt coming to it, ~nd did our beft Endeavours 

· that it might remain uninjured for ever. During aq 
this Time the New-comers, the Dutch, acknow
ledged our Right to the Lands, and follicited us~ 
from Time to Time~ to grant them Parts of our 
Country, and to enter into League and Covenan~ 
With us, and to become one People with us. 

~fter this the Englijh ctme into the Country, 
~nd, as we were told, became one People with the 
Dutch,. Abuut two Years after the Arrival of the 
- · · · ~ · ··· · · - - :§n~lijh~ 
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J!-nglijh,an Englifh Governor came to.Albany, and find
ing what great Frier.dihip fubfifted between us and 
the Dutch, he approved it mightily, and defired to 
make as ftrong a League, and to be upon as good 
Terms with us as the Dutch were, with whom he 
was united, and to become one People with us : 
And by his further Care in looking into what had 
paffed between us, he found that the Rope which 
tied the Ship to the great Mountain was only faftened 
with Wampum, which was liable to break and rot, 
and to penfh in a Courfe of Years ; he therefore 
told us, he would give us a Silver Chain, which 
would be mu~h ftronger, and would laft for ever. 
This we accepted, and faftened the Ship with it, 
and it has lafted ever fince. Indeed we have had 
fome fmall Differences with the Englijh, and, during 
thefe Mifunderftandings, fome of their young Men 
would, by way of Reproach, be every now and 
then teiling us, that we fhould have periihed if they 
had not come into the Country and furniibed us 
with Strowds and Hatchets, and Guns, and other 
Things neceffary for the Support of Life; but we 
always gave then1 to underfl:and that they were 
n1iitakcn, that we lived before they came amongft 
us, and as well, or better, if we may believe what 
uur Forefathers have told us. We had then Room 
enough, and Plenty of n ·eer, which was eafily 
caught; and tho' we had not Knives, Hatchets, or 
Guns, fuch as we ha"re now, yet we had Knives of 
Stone, and Hatchets of Stone, and Bows and Ar
rows, and thofe ferved our Ufes as well then as the 
Englijh ones do now. We are now ftraitened, and 
fomctimes in want of Deer, and liable to many 
other Inconveniencies fince the Englijh came among 
us, and particularly from that Pen-and-Ink \Vork 
that is going on at the Table (pointing to the Secre
tary) and we will give you an Inftance of this. 
Q~~r Brother Onas~ a 9reat wh~le ago, came to 

Albany 
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Albany to buy the Safquahamzah Lands of us, but 
our Brother the Governor of New-York, who, as 
we fuppofe, had not a good U ndeftanding with our 
Brother Onas, advifed us not to fell him any Land, 
for he would make an ill Ufe of it; and, pretend
ing to be our good Friend, he advifed us, in order 
to prevent Onals, or any other Perfon's impofing 
upon us, and that we might always h.tve our Land 
when we fhould want it, to put it int0 hrs Hands; 
and told us, he would keep it for our Ufe, and 
never open his Hands, but keep them clofe fhut, 
and not part with any of it, but at our Requeft. 
Accordingly we trufted him, and put our Land 
into his Hands, and charged him to keep it fafe 
for our Ufe; but, fome Time after, he went to 
England, and carried our Land with him, and there 
fold it to our Brother Onas for a large Sum of 
Money; and when, at the lnftance of our Brother 
Onas, we were minded to fell him fome Lands, he 
told us we had fold the Safquahannah Lands already 
to the Governor of New-York, and that he had 
bought them from him in England; tho', when he 
came to underftand how the Governor of New-York 
had deceived us, he very generoufiy paid us for our 
Lands over again. 

Tho' we mention this lnftance of an Impofition 
put upon us by the Governor of New-York, yet we 
n1uft do the Englijh the J uftice to fay, we have had 
their hearty Affiftances in our Wars with the French, 
who were no fooner arrived amongft us than they 
began to render us uneafy, and to provoke us to 
War, and we had feveral Wars with them ; during 
all which we conftantly received Affiftance from 
the Englijh, and, by their Means, we have always 
been able to keep up our Heads againft their 
Attacks. 

We now come nearer home. We have had your 
Deeds interpreted to us, and we acknowledge them 

to 
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to be good and valid, and that the Cone.ftogoe or 
Safquahannah Indians had a Right to fell thofe Lands 
to you, for they were then theirs ; but fince that Time 
we have conquered them, and their Country now 
belongs to us, and the Lands we demanded Satis
faction for are no Part of the Lands corn prized in 
thofe Deeds; they are the* Cohongorontas Lands; 
thofe, we are fure, you have not poffeffed One 
Hundred Years, no, nor above Ten Years, and 
we made our Demands fo foon as we knew your 
People were fettled in thofe Parts. Thefe have 
never been fold, but remain frill to be difpofed of ; 
and we are well pleafed to hear you are provided 
with Goods, and do affure you of our WiUingnefs 
to treat with you for thofe unpurchafed Lands ; in 
Confirmation whereof, we prefent you with this 
Belt of W ampum. 

Which was received with the ttjual Ceremonies. 

CAN AsS A 'I' E G 0 added, that as the three 
Governors of Virginia, Maryland, and Penfylvania, 
had divided the Lands among them, they could 
not, for this Reafon, tell how much each had aot, 
nor were they concerned about it, fo that they ;;ere 
paid by all the Governors for the feveral Parts each 
poffeffed, and this they left to their Honour and 
J uftice. 

'* Cohongorontas, i. €. Potomack. 

In 
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In the Cou R T-I-IousE at Lancaflcr, June 27, 
1744, A. M. 

PRESENT, 

1'he Honourable G EO R GE THOMAS, Efq; 
Governor, & c. 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of Virginia. 

1~he Honourable the Commiffioners of Maryland. 

1'he Deputies of the Six Nations. 

Conrad Weifer, Interpreter. 

~ht Commijfioners of Virginia ordered the Interpreter 
to let the Indians know the G{)1:ernment of Virginia 
was going to jpeak to them, and then they jpok~ 
as follows: 

Sachems and Warriors of the Six United Nations~ 
our Friends and Brethren, 

A T our Defire the Governor of P enjj,lvania 
invited you to this Council Fire; we have 

waited a long Time for you, but now you are come, 
you are heartily welcome; we are very glad to fee 
you ; we give you this String of Wampum. 

Which was received with their ufual Approbation. 

Brethren, 
In the Year I 736, four of your Sachems wrote 

a Letter to ]ames Logan, Efq; then Prdfident of 
Pe1ljjl~·ania, to let the Governor of Virginia know 
that you expected fome Confideration for Lands in 
the Occupation of fome of the People of Virginia. 
Upon feeing a Copy of this L etter, the Governor, 
with the Council of Virginia, took fome Time to 
~onfider of it. They found, on looking in to the 

· oJd. 
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old Treaties, that you had given up your Lands to 
the Great King, who has had Poffeffion of Virginia 
above One Hundred and Sixty Years, and under 
that Great King the Inhabitants of Virginia hold 
their Land, fo they thought there might be fome 
Miftake. 

Wherefore they defired the Governor of New
York to enquire of you about it. He fent his Inter
preter to you in May, I 743, who laid this before 
you at a Council held at Onandago, to which you 
anfwcr, " That if you had any Demand or Pre
" tenfions on the Governor of Virginia any way, 
" you would have made it known to the Governor 
" of New-York." This correfponds with what 
you have faid to Governor 'I'homas, in the Treaty 
made with him at Philadelphia in July, 17 42 ; for 
then you only make your Claim to Lands in the 
Government of Maryland. 

We are fo well pleafed with this good Faith of 
you our Brethren of the Six Nations, and your Re
gard to t~e Treaties made with Virginia, that we 
are ready to hear you on the Subject of your Me.ffage 
eight years fince. 

Tell us what Nations of Indians you conquered 
any Lands from in Virginia, how long it is fince, 
and what Po.ffeffion you have had ; and if it does 
appear, that there is any L:1nd on the Borders of 
Virginia that the Six Nations have a Right to, we 
are willing to make you Satisfaftion. 

'I'ben laid down a String of Wampum, which 
was accepted 'Loith the ttfual Ceremon_,v, and 
then added, 

We have a Cheft of new Goods, and the Key is 
in our Pockets. You are our Brethren ; the Great 
King is our common Father, and we will live with 
you, as Children ought to do, in Peace and Love. 

We 

.5 
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We will brighten the Chain, and ftrengthen the 

Union between us ; fo that we !hall never be divid
ed, but remain Friends and Brethren as long as the 
Sun gives Light; in Confirmation whereof, we give 
you this Belt of V'v-r ampum. 

Which was received with the ufua/ Ceremony. 

'f ACHANOON'TIA replied: 

Brother Affaragoa~ 

You have made a good Speech to us, which is 
very agreeable, and for which we return you our 
Thanks. We £hall be able to give you an Anf wer 
to every Part of it fome Time this Afternoon, and 
we will let you know when we are ready. 

' 

In the Cou R T··HousE at Lancafler, June. 27, 
1744, .P. M. 

PRESENT, 

The Honourable G EO R G E 'I' HO MA S, Efq; 
Governor, & c. 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of Virginia. 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of Maryland. 

The Deputies of the Six Nations. 

Conred Weifer, Interpreter. 

'I, A CH /iN 0 0 NT I A Jpoke as follows: 

Brother Affaragoa, 

SINCE you have joined with the Governor of 
Maryland and Brother Onas in kindling this 

Fire, we gladly acknowledge thf! Pleafure we have 
in feeing you here, and obferving your good Difpo-

fitions 
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fitions as wrll to confirm the T reaties of Friend-
1bip, as to ent~r into further Contract~ abo~1t Land 
with us; and, m Token of our Sattsfacbon, we 
prefent you with this String of \Vampum. 

Which was received with the ufual Ceremonies. 

Brother Affaragoa, 

In your Speech this Morning you were pleafed to 
fay we had wrote a Letter to James Logan, about 
feven Years ago, to demand a Confideration for our 
Lands in the Poffeffion of fome of the Virginiaus ; 
that you held them under the Great Kmg for up
wards of O ne Hundred and Sixty Years, and that 
we had already g1ven up our Right; and that there
fore you bad defired the Governor of N ew-Jork to 
fend his Interpreter to us laft Year to Onandago, 
which he did; and, as you fay, we in Council at 
Onandago did declare, that we had no Demand upon 
you for Lands, and that if we had any Pretenfions, _ 
we fhould have made them known to the Governor 
of New· York ; and likewife you de fire to know if 
we have any Right to the Virginia Lands, and that 
we will make fuch Right appear, and tell you 
what Nations of Indians we conquered thofe Lands 
from. 

Now we anfwer, We have the Right ofConqueft, 
a Right too dearly purchafed, and which coft us too 
much BJood, to give up without any Reafon at all, 
as you fay we have done at Albany ; but we fhould 
be obliged to you, if you would let us fee the Letter, 
and inform us who was the Interpreter, and whofe 
Names are put to that Letter; for as the whole 
Tranfaetion cannot be above a 1 ... ear's ftanding, it 
muft be frefh in every Body's Memory, and fome 
of our Council would eauly remember it ; but we 
affure you, and are well able to prove, that neither 
we, nor any Part of u~, have ever relinquifhed o.ur 
Right, or ever gave fuch an Anfwer as you fay is 

I • mentioned 
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mentioned in your Letter. Could we, fo few Years 
ago, make a formal Demand, by ]ames Logan, and 
not be fenfible of our Right ? And hath any thing 
happened fince that Time to make us lefs fen fib le? 
No ; and as this Matter can be eafily cleared up, 
we are anxious it fuould be done; for we are pofitive 
no fuch thing was ever mentioned to us at Onandago, 
nor any where elfe. All the World knows we con
quered the feveral Nations living on Safquabannah, 
Cohongoronta, and on the Back of the Great 
Mountains in Jlirginia; the Conoy-uch-fuch-roona, 
Coch-now-was-roonan, 'rohoa-irough-roonan, and 
Connutjkin-ough-roonaw, feel the Effects of our Con
quefts, being now a Part of our Nations, and their 
Lands at at our Difpofal. We know very well, it 
it hath often been faid by the Virginians, that the 
Great King of ENGLAND, and the People of that 
Colony, conquered the Indians who lived there, 
but it is not true. We will allow they have con
quered the Sachdagughroonaw, and drove back the 
'Iufcqrroraws, and that they have, on that Account, 
a Right to fome Part of Virginia; but as to what 
lies beyond the Mountains, we conquered the Na
tions refiding there, and that Land, if the Virgi
nians ever get a good Right to it, it muft be by us ; 
and in Tefbmony of the Truth of our Anfwer to 
this Part of your Speech, we give you this String 
9f Wampum. ' 

Which was received with the Hfual Ceremony. 

Brother Affaragoa, 

We have given you a full Anfwer to the firfr 
Part of your Speech, which we hope will be fatis
fatl:ory. We are glad to hear you have brought 
with you a big Cheft of new Goods, and that you 
have the Key in your Pockets. We do not doubt 
but we fuall have a good U nderfianding in all Point!',. 
and come to an Agreement with you. 

\Ve 



FzvE INDIAN NATIONS, &c. 113 

We fhall open all our Hearts to you, that you may 
know every thing in them ; we will hid,e nothing 

from you; and we hope, if there be any thing frill 

remaining in your Breaft that may occafion any Dif

pute between us, you will take the Opportunity to 

unbofom your Hearts, and lay them open to us, 

that henceforth there may be no Dirt, nor any 

other Obftacle in the Road between us ; and in 

Token of our hearty W iilies to bring about fo good 

an Harmony, we prefent you with this Belt of 

Wampum. 
Which was receh·ed with the ufual Ceremony, 

Brother Affaragoa, 
We muft now tell you what Mountains we mean 

that we fay are the Boundaries between you and us. -

You n1ay remember, that about twenty Years ago 

you had a Treaty with us at .Albany, when you took 

a Belt of Wampum, and made a Fence with it on. 

the Middle of the Hill, and told us, that if any of 
the Warriors of the Six Nations came on your Side 

of the Middle of the I-Iill, you would hang them ~ 

and you gave us Liberty to do the fame with any 

of your People who lhould be found on our Side of 

the Middle of the Hill. This is the Hill we mean, ancd 

we defire that Treaty n1ay be now confirmed. After 

we left .Aloany, we brought our Road a great deal 

more to the Weft, that we might comply with your 

Propofal ; but, tho' it was of your own making, 

your People never obferved it, but ca11}e and lived 

on our Side of the Hill, which we don't blame you 

for, as you live at a great Diftance, near the Se~; 

and cannot be thought to know what your People 

do in the Back-parts : And on their fettling, con

trary to your own Propofal, on our new Road, it 

fell out that our \V arriors did fome Hurt to your 

Pc:ople's Cattle, of which a Complaint was made,· 

and tranfmitted to us by our Brother Onas; anq we, 
i ar 
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at his Requeft, altered the Road again, and brought 
it to the the Foot of the Great Mountain, where 
it now is ; and it is impoffible for us to remove it 
any further to the Weft, thofe Parts of the Country 
being abfolutely impaffable by either Man or 
Be aft. 

We had not been long in the Ufe of this new 
Road before your People came, like Flocks of Birds, 
and fat down on both Sides of it, and yet we never 
made a Complaint to you, tho' you muft be fenfible 
thofe Things muft have been done by your People 
in manifeft Breach of your own Propofal made at 
Albany; and therefore, as we are now opening our 
Hearts to you, we cannot avoid complaining, and 
defire all thefe Affairs may be fettled, and that you 
may be ftronger induced to do us J uftice for what is 
paft, and to come to a thorough Settlement for the 
future, we, in the Prefence of the Governor of 
Maryland, and Brother Onas, prefent you with this 
Belt of Wampum. 

Which was received with the ufua! Ceremo;ry. 

'Ihen Tachanoontia added : 
That he forgot to fay, that the Affair of the Road 

muft be looked upon as a Preliminary to be fettled 
before the Grant of Lands ; and, faid he, either the 
Virginia People n1uft be obliged to remove more 
Eafterly, or, if they are permitted to ftay, our 
Warriors, marching that Way to the South
ward, fhall go Sharers with them in what they. 
plant. 

In 
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In the C ouR T-Hous E at Lancafter, June 28, 
1744· A. M. 

PRESENT, 

The Honourable G E 0 R G E er H 0 MA S, Efq• 
Governor, &c. 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of l/irginia. 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of Maryland. 

The Deputies of the Six Nations. 

Conrad Weifer, Interpreter. 

The GovERNOR fpoke as follows. 

Friends and Brethren of the Six Nations, 

I A.m always forry when any thing happens that 
may create the leaft U neafinefs between us ; but 

as we are mutually engaged to keep the Road be
tween us clear and open, and to remove every Ob
ftruB:ion that may lie in the Way, I muft inform 
you, that three of the Delaware Indians lately 

murdered John .Armjlrong, an Indian Trader, and 
his two Men, in a moft barbarous Manner, as he 
was travelling to.Allegheny, and ftole his Goods of a 

confiderable Value. Shick Calamy, and the Indians 
fettled at Shamokin, did well ; they feized two of 

the Murderers, and fent them down to our Settle
ments; but the Indians, who had the Charge of 

them, afterwards fuffered one of the1n to efcapes 
on a Pretence that he was not concerned in the 

bloody Deed ; the other is now in Philadelphia 
Goal.. By our Law all the Acceffaries to a Murder 

are to be tried, and put to Death, as well as the 
Perfon who gave the deadly Wound. If they con
fenced to it, encouraged it, ot any ways affifted in 
it, they are to be put to D ath, and it is juft it 

I 2 fuould 
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.fhould be fo. If, upon Trial, ~he Perfons prefent 
at the Murder are found not to have done any of 
thefe Thinas, they are fet at Liberty. Two of ot1r 
People we~, not many Years ago, publickly put 
to Death for killing two Indians ; we therefore ex
pect you will take the moft effectual Meafures to 
feize and deliver up to us the other two Indians pre
fent at thefe Murders, to be tried with the Princi
pal now in Cuftody. If it 1ha11 appear, upon their 
Trial, that they were not advifing, or any way 
affifl:ing in this horrid FaCt, they will be acquitted, 
and fcnt home to their Towns. And that you may 
be fatisfied no Injufl:ice will be done to them, I do 
novt invite you to depute three or four Indians to 
be prefent at their Trials. I do likewife expect that 
you will order ftriet Search to be made for the Re
mainder of the frolen Goods, that they may be re
ftored to the Wife and Children of the Deceafed. 
That what I have faid may have it:s due Weight 
with you, I give you this String of 'iVampum. 

Which was accepted with the Yo-hah. 

The Governor afterwards ordered the Interpreter 
to tell them, he expected a very full Anfwer from 
them, and that they might take their own Time to 
give it; for he did not defire to interfere with the 
Bufinefs of Virginia and Maryland. 

They fa id they would take it into Confideration, 
and give a full Anfwer. 

Then the Commiilioners of J7irginia let them 
know, by the Interpreter, that they would fpeak 
to them in the Afternoon. 

In 
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In the C ouR T-Hous E Charnber at Lancafter, 
]une 28, 1744, P. M. 

PRESENT, 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of Mar)'land. 

The Deputies of the Six Nations. 

Conrad Weifer, Interpreter. 

'!'he Commiffioners dfjired the Interpreter to tell the 
Indians they were going to fpeak to them. Mr. 
Weifer acquainted them herewith. After which 
the fa id Commi./Jioners JPoke as follows: 

Our good Friends and Brethren, the Six united 
Nations, 

W E have confidered what you faid concerning 
your Title to fome Lands now in our Pro

vince, and alfo of the Place where they lie. Altho' 
we cannot admit your Right, yet we are fo refolved 
to live in Brotherly Love and AffeB:ion with the 
Six Nations, that upon your giving us a Releafe in 
Writing of all your Claim to any Lands in Mary
land, we fl1all make you a Compenfation to the 
Value of Three Hundred Pounds Currency, for 
the Payment of Part whereof we have brought fome 
Goods, and !hall make up the reil: in what Manner 
you think fit. 

As we intend to fay fomething to you about our 
Cl ain of Friendfhip after this Affair of the Land is 
fettlcd, we defire you will now examine the Goods, 
and make an End of this Matter. 

VIe will not omit acquainting our good Friends 
the Six Nations, that notwithftanding we are likely 
to come to an Agreement about your Cla~m of 
Lands, yet your Brethren of Maryland look o~ you 
to be as one Soul and one Body with themfdves ; 

I 3 and 
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and as a broad Road will be made between us, we 
fhall always be defirous of keeping it clear, that we 
may, from Time to Time, take care that the Links 
of our Friendihip be not rufted. In Teftimony 
that our Words and our Hearts agree, we give you 
this Belt of W ampum. 

On prefenting of which the Indians gave the 
ufual Cry of Approbation. 

Mr. Weifer acquainted the Indians, they might 
now look over the feveral Goods placed on a Table 
in the Chamber for that Purpofe ; and the honourable 
Commiffioners bid him tell them, if they dilliked any 
of the Goods, or, if they were damaged, the Com
miffioners would put a lefs Price on fuch as were 

\either difiiked or damnified. 
The Indians having viewed and examined the 

Goods, and feeming_ diffatisfied at the Price and 
Worth of them, required Time to go down into 
the Court-Houfe, in order for a Confultation to be 

- had by the Chiefs of them concerning the faid 
Goods, and likewife that the Interpreter might re .. 
tire with them, which he did. Accordingly they 
went down into the Court· Houfe, and foon after 
returned again into the Chamber. 

Mr. Weifer fat down among the Indians, and dif. 
courfed them about the Goods, and in fome 1bort 
Time after they chofe the following from among the 
others, and the Price agreed to be given for them 
by the Six Nations was, tzJiz. 

Four Pieces of Strowds, at 7 l. 
Two Pieces Ditto, 5 l. 
Two Hundred Shirts, 
Three Pieces Half-Thicks, 
Three Pieces Duffie Blankets, at 7 l. 
One Piece Ditto, 
Forty Seven Guns, at I /, 6 s. 

l. s. d. 
28 00 00 
10 00 00 

63 12 00 
il 00 00 
21 00 00 

6 10 00 
6x 02 oo 

One 
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One Pound of Vermillion, 00 18 00 

One Thoufand Flints, 00 18 00 

Four Dozen Jews Harps, 00 14 00 

One Dozen Boxes, 00 I 00 

One Hundred Two Quarters Bar-Lead, 3 00 00 

Two ~arters Shot, - I 00 00 

Two Half-Barrels of Gun-Powder, 13 00 00 

220 15 00 

Penfylvannia Currency. 
When the Indians had agreed to take thefe Goods 

at the Rates above fpecified, they informed the In
terpreter, that they would give an Anfwer to the 
Speech made to them this Morning by the honour
able the Commiffioners of Maryland, but did not 
exprefs the Time when fuch Anfwer fhould be made. 
At I 2 o'Clock the Commiffioners departed the 
Chamber. 

In the Co u R T-Hoys E at Lancafler, June 28, 

1744. P. M. 
P RESENT, 

The Honourable GEORG E CJ'HOMAS, Efq; 
Governor, &c. · 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of Virginia. 
The Honourable the Commifiioners of Maryland. 
The Deputies of the Six Nations. 
Conrad Weifer, Interpreter. 

Cf'he Commijfioners of Virginia defired the Interpreter 
to let the Indians know, that their Brother Affa
ragoa was nout going to give his Reply to their 
.Anfwer to his firfl Speech, delivered them the Day 
before in the Forenoon. 
Sac hems and Warriors of the united Six Nations, 

I 19 

W E are now come to anfwer what you faid to 

us Yefterday, fince what we faid to you 
I 4 before 
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before on the Part of the Great King, our Fathev~ 
has not been fatisfactory. You have gone into olq 
Times, and fo muft we. It is true that the Great 
King holds Virginia by Right of Conqueft, and 
the Bounds of that Conqueft to the Weft ward is 
~he Great Sea. 

If the Six Nations have made any Conqpeft over 
Indians that may at any Time have lived on the 
We£1:-fide of the Great Mountains of Virginia, yet 
they never p~ffe~ed any Lands there that we have 
ever heard o[ 1:har Part was altogether defert~d, 
~nd free for any People to c~ter ppon, as the Peo
p,le of Virginia have done, by Order of the Great 
~ing, very juftly, as well by' ancient Right, as by 
its being freed from the Poffeffion of any other, and 
from any Claim even of you the Six !'fations, our 
:Brethren, until within thefe eight Years. The firft 
Treaty between the Great King, in Behalf of his 
SubjeEts of Virginia, and you, that we can find, 
was made at .Albany, by Colonel Henry Courfey, 
Seventy ¥ears fince ·; this was a Treaty of Friend
iliip, when the firft Covenant Chain was made, 
when we and you became Brethren. 

The ne~t Treaty w~s alfo at _4/bany, above Fifty
.e1ght Years ago, by the Lord Howarrl, Governor 
of Virginia; then you qeclared .yourfelves Spbjects to 
the Great King, our Father, and gave up to him 
all your Lands for his ProteCtion. This you own 
in a Treaty made by the Governor of New-York 
withyou atthefamePJace in the Year 1687, anci 
you expreis yourfdf in thefe Words, ~' Brethren, 
" you tell \lS the King of England is a very great 
" King, and why fhould not you join with us in a 
" very jpft Caufe, ~hen the French join with our 
" Enemies in an ~wjuft Caufe? 0 Bre~hren, we 
~' fee the Reafon of this ; for the French would 
~' fain kill us all, and when that is done, they 
t~ wo~~d carry ~p ;he Be~yer Trade to 9anada, anhd 

' " t e 
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" the Great King of ENGLAN n would lofe the 

" Land likewife; and therefore, 0 Great Sachem, 

" beyond the Great Lakes, awake, and fuffer not 

" thofe poor Indians, that have given themfelves 

'' and their Lands under your Protection, to be de

" ftroyed by the French without a Caufe.'' 

The laft Treaty we ihall fpeak to you about is that 

made at Albany by Governor Spotfwood, which you 

have not recited as it is : For the white People, 

your Brethren of Virginia, are, in no Article of 

that Treaty, prohibited to pafs, and fettle to the 

W eftward of the Great Mountains. It is the In

tlians, tributary to Virginia, that are reftrained, as 

you and your tributary Indians are from palling to 

the Eaftward of the fame Mountains, or to the 

Southward of Cohongorooton, and you agree to this 

Article in thefe Words; " That the Great River 

" of Potowmack, and the high Ridge of Moun

" tains, which extend all along the Frontiers of 

" Virginia to the vVeftward of the prefent Settle

»' ments of that Colony, !hall be for ever the efta

" blifhed Boundaries between the Indians fubjetl: 

" to the Dominions of Virginia, and the Indians 

" belonging to and depending on the Five Nati

,, ons ; fo that neither our Indians 1hall on any Pre

" tence whatfoever, pafs to Northward or Weft

" ward of the faid Boundaries, without having to 

" produce a Paffport under the Hand and Seal of the 

" Governor or Commander in Chief of Virginia ; 

" nor your Indians to pafs to the Southward or Eaft

" ward of the faid Boundaries, without a Paffport 

" in like Manner from the Governor or Comman ... 

" der in Chief of New-Tork." 
And what Right can you have to Lands that 

you have no Right to walk upon, but upon certain 

Conditions ? It is true, you have not obferved this 

~>art Qf the Treaty, and your Brethren of Virginia 
have 

I2I 
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have not infifted upon it with a due Stricrnefs, 
which has occafioned fome Mifchief. 

This Treaty has been fent to the Governor of 
Virginia by Order of the Great King, and is what 
we muft rely on, and, being if! Writing, is more 
certain than your Memory. T'hat is the .Way the 
~bite People have of preferving Tranfaftions of 

every Kind, and tranfmitting them down to their 
Childrens Children for ever, and all Difputes among 
them are fettled by this faithful kind of Evidence, 
and muft be the Rule between the Great King .and 
you. This Treaty your Sac hems and Warriors fign
ed fame Years after the fame Governor Spotfwood, 
in the R.ight of the Great King, had been, with 
fome People of Virginia, in Poffeffion of thefe very 
Lands, which you have fet up your late Claim · 
to. 

The Commiffioners for lnditzn Affairs at Albany 
gave the Account we mentioned to you Y efterday to 
the Governor of New-York, and he fent it to the 
Governor of Virginta; their Names will be given 
you by the lnterpr~ter. 

Brethren, 
This Difpute is not between Virginia and you; it is 

fettingup your Right againft the Great King~ under 
whofe Grants the People you complain of are fe;ttled. 
Nothing but a Command from the Great King can 
remove them ; they are too powerful to be removed 
by any Force of you, our Brethren ; and the Great 
King, as our common Father, will do equal Juftice 
to all his Children ; wherefore we do believe they 
will be confirlned ln their Poffeffions. 

As to the Road you mention, we intended to 
prevent any Occafion for it, by making a Peace be
tween you and the Southern Indians, a few Years 
fince, at a confiderable Expence to our Great King, 
which you confirmed at Albany. It ieem~, by your 

being 
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being at War with the Catawbas, that it has not 

been long kept between you. 
However, if you defire a Road, we will agree 

to one on the Terms of the Treaty you made with 

Colonel Spotfwood, and your People, behaving 

themfelves orderly like Friends and Brethren, fhall 

be ufed in their Paff'age through Virginia with the 

fame Kindnefs as they are when they pafs through. 

the Lands of your Brother Onas. This we hope, 

will be agreed to by you our Brethren, and we will 

abide by the Promife made to you Y efterday. 

We may proceed to fettle what we are to give 

you for any Right you may have, or have had to 

all the Lands to the Southward and W eftward of the 

Lands of your Brother the Governor of Maryland, 

and of your Brother Onas ; tho' we are informed 

that the Southern Indians claim thefe very Lands 

that you do. 
We are defirous to live with you, our Brethren, 

according to the old Chain of Friendfhip, to fettle 

all thefe Matters fairly and honeftly ; and, as a 

Pledge of our Sincerity, we give you this Belt of 

Wampum. 
Which was received with the ufual C eremqny. 

In 
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In the CouRT-HousE Chamber at Lancajler, 
June 29, 1744, A. M. 
PRESENT, 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of Maryland. 
The Deputies of the Six Nations. 
Conrad Weifer, Interpreter . 

. ltfr. W eifer informed the honourable Commijfioners, 
that the Indians were ready to give their Anfwer to 
the Speech made to them here reflerday Morn
ing by the Conzmijfioners ; whereupon Canaffatego 
fpoke as follows, looking on a Deal-board, where 
were fame black Lines, defcribing the Courfes of 
Potowmack and Safquahanna : 

Brethren, 

Y ESTERDAY you fpoke to us concerning 
the Lands on this Side Potowmack River, and 

as we have deliberately confidered what you faid to 
us on that Matter, we are now very ready to fettle 
the Bounds of fuch Lands, and releafe our Right 
-and Claim thereto. 

w·e are v:illing to renounce all R_ight to Lord 
Baltimore of all thofe Lands lying two Miles above 
the uppermoil: Fork of Potowmack or Cohongoruton 
River, near which C£"homas Creffap has a hunting or 
trading Cabin, by a North-line, to the Bounds of 
Penj)'lvania. But in cafe fuch Limits fhalt not in
dude every Settlement or Inhabitant of Mar)•!and, 
then fuch other Lines and Courfes, from the faid two 
Miles above the Forks, to the olltermoft Inhabi
rtints or Settlements, as fuall include every Settle
ment and Inhabitant in Maryland, and from thence, 
by a North-line, to the Bounds of Penfylvannia, 
fhall be the Limits. And further, If any People 
already have, or fhall fettle beyond the Lands now 
defcribed and bounded, they fnall enjoy the fame 
free from any Diil:urb:mce whatever, and we do, and 

~all 
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fuall accept thefe People for our Brethren, and as 
fuch always treat them. 

We earnefr]y de fire to live with you as Brethren, 
and hope you will 1hew us all Brotherly Kindnefs ; 
in Token whereof, w.e prefent you with a Belt of 
Wampum. . . 

Which was recezved wzth the ufual Ceremo1;y. 
Soon after the Commiffioners and India;zs departed 

from the Court-Houfe Chamber. 

In the C ouR T-Hous E Chamber at Lanct'jler, 
1une 30, I 744, A. M. 

PH. E SENT, 
The Honourable the Commiffioners of Virginia. 

The Deputies of the Six Nations. 

Conrad Weifer, Interpreter. 

Gachradodow, Speaker for the Indians, in an.ftJJer 
to the Commiflioners Speech at the laft Meeting, 
with a flrong Voice, and proper Aftion, [poke as 
follows: 

Brother A ffaragoa, 

T H E World at the firfr was made on the 
other Side of the Great Water different from 

what it is on this Side, as may be known from the 
different Colours of our Skin, and of our Flefh., 
and that which you call Juftice may not be fo 
amongft us ; you have your Laws and Cuftoms, 
and fo have we. The Great King might fend you 
over to conquer the Indians, but it looks to us that 
God did not approve of it; if he had, he would 
not have placed the Sea where it is, as the Limits 
between us and you. 

Brother Affaragoa, 

Tho' great Things are well remembered among 
us, yet we don't remember that we were ever con-

quered 
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quered by the Great King, or that we have been 
employed by that Great King to conquer others ; 
if it was fo, it is beyond our Memory. We do re
member we were employed by Maryland to conquer 
the Cone.ftogoes, and that the fecond time we were 
.-t War with them, we carried them all off. 

Brother Affaragoa, 
You charge us with not aCting agreeable to our 

Peace with the Catawbas, we will repeat to you 
truly what was done. The Governor of 1Vew-Torlc, 
at Albany, in Behalf of Affaragoa, gave us feveral 
Belts of Wampum from the Cherikees and Cata'wbas, 
and we agreed to a Peace, if thofe Nations would 
fend feme of their great Men to us to confinn it 
Face to Face, and that they would trade with us ; 
and defired that they would appoint a Time to meet 
at Albany for that Purpofe, but they never came. 

Brother Aifaragoa, 
We then defired a Letter might be fent to the 

Catawbas and Cherikees, to defire them to come 
and confinn the Peace. It was long before an An
fwer came; but we met the Cherikees, and confirmed 
the Peace, and fent fome of our Beople to take 
care of them, until they returned to their own 
Country. 

The Catawbas refufed to con1e, and fent us 
word, That we were but Women, that they were 
Men, and double Men, that they could make 
Women of us, and would be always at War with 
us. They are a deceitful People. Our Brother .A.ffa
ragoa is deceived by them; w.e don't blame him for 
it, but are forry he is fo deceived~ 

Brother Affaragoa, 
We have confirmed the Peace with the Cherikees, 

but not with the Catawbas. They have been trea
cherous, 

4 
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cherous, and know it ; fo that the War muft con-
tinue till one of us is deftroyed. This we think pro
per to tell you, that you may not be troubled at 
what we do to the Catawbas. 

Brotber Affaragoa, 
We will now fpeak to the Point between us. 

You fay you will agree with us as to the Road ; 
we defire that may be the Road which was 
)aft made (the Waggon-Road.) It is always, a 
Cufi:om among Brethren or Strangers to ufe each 
other kindly ; you have fome very ill-natured Peo
ple living up there ; fo that we defire the Perfons in 
Power may know that we are to have refonable 
Victuals when we are in want. 

You know very well, when the white People 
came firft here they were poor ; but now they 
have got our Lands, and are by then1 become 
rich, and we are now poor; what little we have 
had for the Land goes foon away, but th 
Land 1afts for ever. You told us you liad 
brought with you a Cheft of Goods, and that 
you have the Key in your Pockets ; but we 
have ·never feen the Cheft, nor the Goods that 
are faid to be in it; it may be fmaU, and the 
Goods few ; we want to fee them, and are de
firous to come to fome Conclufion. We have 
been fieeping here thefe ten Days paft, and have 
not done any thing to the Purpofe. 

The Commiffioners told them they 1hould fc 
the Goods on Monda • 
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In the Co u R T-Hou! E at Lane after, June 301 

1744, P. M 

PR E SE N T, 

The Honourable G E 0 R G E q-H 0 MA S, Efq; 
Governor, &c. . 

The Honourable Commiffioner of Pirginia. 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of Maryland. 

The Deputies of the Six Nations. 

Conrad 1f7eifer, Interpreter. 

T HE three Governments entertained the In
dians, and all the Gentlemen in Town, with 

a handfome Dinner. The Six Nations, in their 
Order, having returned Thanks with the ufual So
lemnity of Yo~ha-han, the Interpreter informed the 
Governor and the Commiffioners, that as the Lord 
Proprietor and Governor of Maryland was not 
known to the Indians by any particular Name, 
they had agreed, in Council, to take the firft Op
portunity of a large Company to prefent him with 
one ; and as this with them is deemed a Matter of 
great Conf~quence, and attended with Abundance 
of Form, the feveral Nations had drawn Lots for 
the Performance of the Ceremony, and the. Lot 
falling on the Cayogo Nation, they had chofen · 
Gachradodow, one of their Chiefs, to be their 
Speaker, and he defired Leave to begin ; which 
being given, he, on an elevated Part of the Court
Houfe, with all the Dignity of a Warrior, the 
Gefture of an Orator, and in a very graceful Pofture, 
faid that: 

'' As the Governor of Maryland had invited them 
" hen: to treat about their Lands, and brighten the 

'~ Chain 
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t' Chain of Friendfhip, the united Nations thought 
" themfelves fo much obliged to them, that they 
" had come to a Refolution in Council to give to 
" the great Man, who is ProprietGr of Mary
" land, a particular Name, by which they might 
" hereafter correfpond with him ; and as it had 
" fallen to the Cayogoes Lot in Council to con
" fider of a proper Name for that chief Man, they 
" had agreed to give him the Name of To carry
" hogan, denoting Precedency, Excellency, or 
" living in the middle or honourable Place betwixt 
" AJ!aragoa and their Brother Onas, by whom their 
" Treaties might be better carried on.~' And then, 
addreffing himfelf to his Honour the Governor of 
Penfylvania, the honourable the Commiffioners of 
Virginia and Maryland, and to the Gentlemen then 
prefent, he proceeded : 

" As there is a Company of great Men now 
" affembled, we take this Time and Opportunity 
" to publifh this Matter, that it may be known 
" Tocarry-hogan is our Friend, and that we are 
" ready to honour him, and that by fuch N an1e he 
" may be always called and known among us .. 
" And we hope he will ever act towards us accord
" ing to the Excellency of the Name we have now, 
" given him, and enjoy a long and happy Life." , 

The honourable the Governor and Commiffi
oners, and all the Company prefent, returned the 
Compliment with three Huzza's, and, after drink
ing Healths to our gracious King and the Six 
Nations, the Commiffioners of Maryland proceeded 
to :Suunefs in the Court-Houfe Chamber with the 
Indians, where Conrad Weifer, the Interpreter, was 
prefent. 

The honourable the Commiffioners ordered Mr. 
1Veifer to tell the Indians, that a Deed, releaung 
all their Claim and Title to certain Lands lying in 
the Province of Mar)'land, which by them was 
agreed to be given and executed for the U fe of the 

K Lo~ 
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Lord Baron of Baltimore, Lord Proprietary of that 
Province, was now on the Table, and Seals ready 
fixed thereto. The Interpreter acquainted them 
therewith as defired, and then gave the Deed to 
Canaffatego, the Speaker, who made his Mark, 
and put his Seal, and delivered it ; after which, 
thirteen other Chiefs or Sachems of the Six Ntltions 
executed it in the fame Manner, in the Prefence of 
the honourable the Commiffioners of Virginia, and 
divers other Gentlemen of that Colonv, and of the 
Provinces of Penfylvania and Maryla~d. 

At the Houfe of Mr. George Sanderfon in Lancajler, 
July 2, 17 44, A. M. 

P R. E SENT, 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of Maryland. 

The Deputies of the Six Natio;JS. 

Conrad Weifer, Interpreter. 

T I-I E feveral Chiefs of the Indians of the Six Na
tions, who had not figned the Deed of Releafe 

of their CJaim to fome Lands in Maryland, tendered 
to them on Saturday 1aft, in the Chamber of the 
Court-Houfe in this Town, did now readily execute 
the fame, and caufed Mr. lYeifer Jikewife to fign it, 
as well with his Indian, as with his own proper 

ame of Jf7eifer, as a Witnefs and Interpreter. 

In 
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In the CouRT-HousE at Lancafter, ]uly 2, 

1744, A. M. 

P R E SE N T, 

The Honourable GEORGE c.tHOMAS, Efq; 
Governor, & c. 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of Virginia. 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of Maryland. 

The Deputies of the Six Nations. 

Conrad Weifer, Interpreter. 

CAN ASS A 'I' E G 0 JPoke as follows : 

Brother Onas, 

T H E other Day you was pleafed to tell us, 
you were always concerned whenever any 

thing happened that might give you or us Uneafi
nefs, and that we were mutually engaged to pre
ferve the Road open and clear between us ; and 
you informed us of the Murder of John Arm.ftrong, 
and his two Men, by fome of the Delaware Indi
ans, and of their ftealing his Goods to a confidera
ble Value. The Delaware Indians, as you fup 
pofe, are under our Power. We join with you in 
your Concern for fuch a vile Proceeding ; and, to 
teftify tliat we have the fame Inclinations with you 
to keep the Road clear, free and open, we give 
you this String of Wampum. 

Which was received with the ufual Ceremony. 

Brother Onas, 
Thefe Things happen frequently, and we defire 

rou will con(ider then1 well, and not be too much 
K 2 con-
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concerned. Three Indians have been kil!ed at dif
ferent Times at Ohio, and we never me~tioned any 
of them to you, imagining it might have been oc
cafioned by fome unfortunate Ql1arrels, and being 
unwilling to create a Difturbance. We therefore 
defire you will confider thefe Things well, and, to 
take the Grief from your Heart, we give you this 
String of W ampum. 

Whichwa~ received ~vith the ufual Ceremonies. 

Brother Onas, 
We have heard of the Murder of John Arm.ftrong, 

and, in our Journey here, we had Conference with 
our Coufins the Delawares about it, and reproved 
them feverely for it, and charged them to go down 
to our Brother Onas, and make him Satisfaction, 
both for the Men that were killed, and for the 
Goods. We underftood, by them, that the prin
cipal Actor in thefe Murders is in your Prifon, and 
that he had done all the Mifchief himfelf; but that 
befides him, you had required and demanded two 
others who were in his Company when the Murders 
were committed. We promife faithfully ;s in our 
Return, to renew our Reproofs, and to charge the 

. Delawares to fend down fome of their Chiefs with 
thefe two young Men ( but not as Prifoners) to b~ 
exan1ined by you; and as we think, upon Examina
tion, you will not find them guilty, we. rely on your 
Juftice not to do them any Harm, but to permit 
them to return home in Safety. 

We likewi fe underftand, that Seareh has been 
made .for the Goods belonging to the Deceafed, and 
that fome have been already returned to your People, 
b~1t that . fome are frill milling. You may depend 
upon our giving the ftriB:eft Charge to the Delawares 
to fearch again with more Diligence for the Goods, 
;md to return them, or the Value of them, in Skins. 

· And, 
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}\.nd, to confirm what we have faid, we give you 
this String of W ampum. 

lYhich was received with the ufual Ceremonies. 

Brother Onas, 

The Conoy Indians have informed us, that they 
fent you a Meifage, fome Time ago, to advife you, . 
that they were ill ufed by the white People in the 
Place where they had lived, and that they had come 
to a Refolution of removing to Shamokin, and re
quefted fome fmall SatisfaCtion for their Land ; and 
as they never have received any Anfwer from you, 
they have defired us to fpeak fo them ; we heartily 
recommend their Cafe to your Generofity. .A.nd, 
to give Weight to our Recommendation, we pre
fent you with this String of Wampum. 

Which was received with the ufual Ceremony. 

':the Governor having conferred a little 'I'ime with the 
honourable Commijfioners of Virginia and Mary
land, made the following Reply : 

Brethren, 
I am glad to find that you agree with me in the 

N eceffity of keeping the Road between us clear 
and open, and the Concern you have expreffed on 
account of the barbarous Murders mentioned to you, 
is a Proof of your Brotherly Affection for us. If 
Crimes of this Nature be not ftriCl:ly enquired into, 
and the Criminals feverely punifhed, there will be 
an End of all Commerce between us and the Indi
ans, and then you will be altogether in the P.ower 
of the French. They will fet what Price they pleafe 
on their own Goods, and give you what they think 
fit for your Skins; fo it is for your own Intereft 
that our Traders fhould be fafe in their Perfons and 
Goods wher. they travel to yo\1r Towns. 

K 3 Brethren, 
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Brethren, 

I confidered this Matter well before I came from 
Philadelphia, and I advifed with the Council there 
upon it, as I have done here with the honourable 
the Commiffioners of Virginia and Maryland. I 
never heard before of the Murder of the three In
dians at Ohio ; had Complaint been made to me of it, 
and it had appeared to have been committed by any 
of the People under my Government, they fhould 
have been put to D eath, as two of them were, fame 
Years ago, for killing two Indians. You are not 

· to take your own SatisfaCtion, but to apply to me, 
and I will fee that. J uftice be done you ; and fhould 
any of the Indians rob or murder any of our People, 
I do expect that you will deliver them up to be 
tried and punifhed in the fame Manner :as white 
People are. This is the Way to preferve Friendfhip 
between us, and will be for your Benefit as well as 
ours. I am well pleafed with the Steps you have 
already taken, and the Reproofs you have given to 
your Couiins the Delawares, and do expect you will 
Jay your Commands upon fome of their Chiefs to ' 
bring down the two young Men that were prefent 
at the Murders; if they are not brought down, I 
fhalllook upon it as a Proof of their Guilt. 

If, upon Examination, they fball be found not 
to have been concerned in the bloody Action, they 
fuall be well ufed, and fent home in Safety : I will 
take it upon myfelf to fee that they have no Injuftice 
done them. An Inventory is taken of the Goods 
already reftored, and I expect Satisfaction will be 
made for fuch as cannot be found, in Skins, accord
ing to Promife. 

I well remember the coming down of one of the 
Conoy Indians with a Paper, fetting forth, That the 
Conoys had come to a Refolution to leave the Land 
referved for them by the Proprietors, but he made 
no Complaint to me of ill Ufage from the white 

P eople. 
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People. The Reafon he gave for their Removal 
was, That the fettling of the white People all round 
them had made Deer fcarce, and that therefore they 
chofe to remove to Juniata for the Benefit of 
Hunting. I ordererl what they faid to be entered 
in the Council-Book. The old Man's Expences 
were born, and a Blanket given him at his Return 
home. I have not yet heard from the Proprietors 
on this Head ; but you may be affured, from the 
Favour and J uft:ice they have always fhewn to the 
Indians, that they will do every thing that may be 
reafonably expeCted of them in this Cafe. 

In the C ouR T-Hous E Chamber at Lane after, 
July 2, 1744, P. M. 

PRESENT, 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of Pirginia. 

The Deputies of the Six Nations. 

Conrad Weifer,. Interpreter. 

<J'he Indians being told, by the Interpreter, that their 
Brother Affaragoa was going to jpeak to them, 
the Commif!ioner s JPoke as follows : 

Sachems and Warriors, our Friends and Brethren, 

" A S we have already faid enough to you on the 
Subject: of the Title to the Lands'you claim 

from f/irginia, we have no OccaGon to fay any 
thing more to you on that head, but come directly 
to the Point. 

We have opened the Cheft, and the Goods are 
now here before you ; they coft Two Hundred 
Pounds Penfylvania Money, and were bought by 
a Perfon. recommended to us by the Governor of 
Penfyl .. oania with ready Calli. We ordere:l them to 

· K 4 be 
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be good in their Kinds, and we believe they are fo. 
Thefe Goods, and Two Hundred Pounds in Gold, 
which lie on the Table, we will give you, our Bre-
thren of the Six Nations, upon Condition that you 
immediately make a Deed recognizing the King's 
Right to all the Lands that are, or fhall be, by his 
Majefty's Appointment in the Colony of Yirginia. 

As to the Road, we agree you fhall have one, 
and the Regulation is in Paper, which the Inter ... 
preter now has in his Cuftody to ihew you. The 
People of Yirginia 1hall perform their Part, if you 
and your Indians perform theirs ; we are your Bre
thren, and will do no Hardfhips to you, but, on 
the contrary, all the Kindnefs we can." 

The Indians agreed to what was faid, and Canaffa
tego defired they would reprefent their Cafe to the 
King, in order to have a fu~ther Confideration when 
the Settlement increafed much further back. To 
which the Commiffioners agreed, and promifed 
they would make fuch a Reprefentation faithfully 
and honeftly ; and, for their further Security that . 
they would do fo, they would give them a Writing, 
under their Hands and Seals, to that Purpofe. 

They defired that fome Rum might be g1ven 
them to drink on their Way home, which the Com
miffioners agreed to, and paid them in Gold for 
that Purpofe, and the Carriage of their Goods from 
Philadelphia, Nine Pounds Thirteen Shillings, and 
Three-pence, Penfylvania Money. 

CanajJatego further iaid, That as their Brother 
'Iocarry-hogan fent them provifion on the Road here, 
which kept them from ftarving, he hoped their 
Brother Affaragoa would do the fiune for them back, 

__ and have the Goods he gave them carried to the 
ufual Place ; which the Commiffioners agreed to, 
and ordered Provifions and Carriages to be provided 
accordingly. . 

After this Conference the Deed was pr~duced, 
and ~he Interpreter explained it to them ; and they, 

according 
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according to their Rank and ~1ality, put their 
Marks and Seals to it in the Prefence of feveral 
Gentlemen of Maryland, Penfylvania and Virginia; 
and when they de·Iivered the Deed, Ca:1aJ!atego de-
livered it for the Ufc of their Father, the Great 
King, and hoped he would confider them ; on 
which the Gentlemen and Indians then prefent gave 
three Shouts. 

In the C o-uR T-I-Io usE at Lancafler, 'I'uf'jda_y, 
]u!y 3, 1 7 44, .L1. M. 

PRESENT, 

The Honourable G E 0 R G E cr11 0 lviA S, Efq; 
Governor, & c. 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of Virginia. 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of 1.V1aryland. 

The Deputies of the Six Nations. 

Conrad Weifer, Interpreter. 

'Ihe Go v r: R N o R fpoke as follows : 

Friends and Brethren of the Six Nations, 

A T a Treaty held with many of the Chiefs of 
your Nations Two Years ago, the Road be

tween us was made clearer and wider ; our Fire was 
enlarged, and our Friendlhip confirmed by an Ex
change of Prefeats, and many other mutual good 
Offices. 

We think ourfelves happy in having been inftru
mcntal to your meeting with our Brethren of Vir
ginia and Maryland; and we perfuade ourfelves, 
that you, on your Parts, will always remember it 
as an infl:ance of our Good-will and AffeCtion for 
you. This has given us an Oppor:unity of feeing 

you 
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you fooner than perhaps we fhould otherwife have 
done; and, as we are under mutual Obligations by 
Treaties, we to hear with our Ears for you, and 
you to hear with your Ears for us, we take this 
Opportunity to inforn1 you of what very nearly 
concerns us both. 

THE great King of ENGLAND and the French 
King have declared War againft each other. Two 
Battles have been fought, one by Land, and the 
other by Sea. The great King of ENGLAND com
tnanded the Land-Army in .Perfon, and gained a 
compleat Victory. Numbers of the French were 
killed and taken Prifoners, and the reft were forced 
to pafs a River with Precipitation to fave their Lives. 
The Great God covered the King's Head in that 
Battle, fo that he did not receive the leaft Hurt ; 
for which you, as well as we, have Reafon to be 
very thankful. 

THE Engagement at Sea was likewife to the .Ad
vantage of the Englijh. The French and Spaniards 
joined their Ships together, and came out to fight 
us. The brave Englifh Admiral burnt one of their 
largefi Ships, and many others were fo ibattered, 
that they were glad to take the Opportunity of a 
very high '¥ind, and a dark Night, to run away, 
and to hide themfelves again in their own Har
bours. Had the Weather proved fair, he would, 
in all Probability, have taken or deftroyed them all. 

I n.~ed not put you in mind how much William 
Penn and his Sons have been your Friends, and the 
Friends of all the Indians. You have long and 
often experienced their Fricndfhip for you; nor 
need I repeat to you how kindly you were treated, 
and what valuable Prefents were made to you two 
Years ago by the Governor, the Council~ and the 
.i\ifembly of Penfylvania. The Sons of William 
Penn are all now in England, and have left me in 
their Place, well knowing how much I regard you 
and all the .Indians. As a freih Proof of this, I 

4 have 
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have left my Houfe, and am come thus far to fee 

you, to renew our Treaties, to brighten the Cove

nant-Chain, and to confirm our Friendfhip with 

you. In Teftin1ony whereof, I prefent you with 

this Belt of W ampum. 
Which was received with the Y o-hah. 

As your Nations have engaged themfelves by 

Treaty to affift us, your Brethren of Penfyh:ania., 

in cafe of a War with the French, we do not doubt 

but you will punctually perform an Engage

ment fo folemnly entered into. A vV ar is now de

clared, and we expect that you will not ii1ffer 

the French, or any of the Indians in Alliance with 

them, to march through your Country to difturb 

any of our Settlements ; and that you will give us 

the earlieft and beft Intelligence of any l)efigns 

that may be forn1ed by, them to our Difadvantage, 

as we promife to do of any that may be to yours. 

To enforce what I have now faid to you in the 

ftrongeft Manner, I prefent you with this Belt of 

Wampum. 
Which 'Was received with the Y o -hah. 

After a little Paufe his Honour, the GovERNOR, 

JPoke again: 

Friends and Brethren of the Six Nations, 

WHAT I have now faid to you is in Conformity 

to Treaties fubfifting between the Province of which 

1 39 

I am Governor and your Nations. I now pro

ceed, with the Confent of the honourable Commif- • 

fioners for Virginia and Maryland, to tell you, that 

all Differences having been adjufted, and the "oJ.c.~s 

between us and you made quite clear and open, we 

are ready to confirm our Treaties with your Na

tions, and efbbli!h a Friendfhip that is not to end, 

but with the \Vorld itfelf. And, in Behalf of the 

Province of Per.f5'lvania, I do, by this fine Belt of 
vVampum, 
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W an1pum, and a Prefent of Goods, to the Value of three hundred c.1nr1 :::, confirm c..:;:bliih the 
faid Treaties of Peace, Ur1101 an(t .r riendfhip, yot1 
on your Parts doing the fame. 

Which was received with a loud : o-hah. 

THE Governor further added, The- Goods bought 
with the one hundred Pounds Sterling, put int() 
my Hands by the Governor of Vitginia, are ready 
to be delivered when you pleafe. The Goods bought 
and fent up by the People of the Province of Pen
Jylvania, according to the Lift which the Interpre
ter will explain, are laid by themfelves, and are like-
wife ready to be delivered to you at your own time. 

After a little Paufe the Commijfioners of Virginia 
Jpoke as follows : 

Sachems and Warriors of the Six Nations, 
THE Way between us being made f1nooth by 

what paffed Y efterday, we defire now to confirn1 
all former 'rreaties made between Virginia and you, 
our Brethren of the Six Nations, and to make our 
Chain of Union and Friendfhip as bright as the Sun, 
that it may not contract any more Ruft for ever ; 
that our Childrens Children may rejoice at, and con
firm what we have done ; and that you and your 
Children may not forget it, we give you one hun
dred Pounds in Gold, and this Belt of Vv ampum. 

lf'~hich was received with the ufual Ceremony. 

Friends and Brethren, 
ALTHo' we have been difappointed in our En

deavours to bring about a Peace between you and 
the Catawbas, yet we defire to fpeak to you fon1e
thing J.!lOre about them. We believe they have been unfaithful to you, and fpoke of you with a 
foolifu Contempt; but this n1ay be only the RafhJlefs of fomc of their young Men. In this Time + of 
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of \Var with our common Enemies the French and 
Spaniards, it will be the wifeft way to be at Peace 
among ourfelves. They, the Catawbas, are alfo 
Children of the great King, and therefore we defire 
you will agree, that we may endeavour to make a 
Peace between you and them, that we may be all 
united by one common Chain of Friendfhip. We 
give you this String of Wampum. 

Which was received with the ufual Ceremony. 

Brethre11, 
OuR Friend, Conrad Weifer, when he is old, will 

go into the other World, as our Fathers have done, 
our Children will then want fuch a Friend to go be
tween thetn and your Children, to reconcile any 
Differences that may happen to arife between them, 
that, like hi1n, may have the Ears and Tongues of 
our Children and yours. 

THE Way to have fuch a Friend, is for you to 
fend three or four of your Boys to Virginia, where 
we have a fine Houfe for them to live in, and a 
Man on purpofe to teach the Children of you, our 
Friends, tl-le Religion, Language and Cuftoms of 
the white People. To this Place we kindly invite 
you to fend fon1e of your Children ; and we pro
mife you they fuall have the fame Care taken of 
them, and be inftruCted in the fame Manner as our 
own Children, and be returned to you again when 
you pleafe ; and, to confirm this, we give you this 
String of W atnpum. 

Which was received with the ufual Ceremony. 

CJ'hen the Commijjioners of Maryland JPoke as follows: 

Friends and Brethren, the Cbiefs or Sachems of 
the Six united Nations, 

THE Governor of A1arylaud invited you hither, 
we have treated you as FrieDds, and agreed with 
you as Brethren. 

As 
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As the Treaty now made concerning the Lands 

in Maryland will, we hope, prevent effectually every 
future M-ifunderftanding between us on that Ac
count, we will now bind fafter the Links of our 
Chain of Friendfhip, by a Renewal of all our for
n1er Treaties ; and that they n1ay ftill be the better 
fecured, we fhall prefent you with one hundred 
Pounds in Gold. 

What we have further to iay to you is, I ... et not 
our Chain contract any Ruft; whenever you per
ceive the leaft Speck, tell us of it, and we will 
make it clean. 1~his we alfo expect of you, that it 
may always continue fo bright as our Generations 
may fee their Faces in it; and, ip Pledge of the 
Truth of what we have now fpoken, and our Af
fection to you, we- give you rh· s Bdt of W an1pum.-

U7bich was recei·ved ·with the ufual Ceremony. 

CA N .A S SA'.{ E G 0, hz return, jj>()ke as follows: 

Brother Onas, Affaragoa, and Tocarry-hogan, 

VV.E return you 1.'"'hanks for your feveral Speeches, 
which are very agreeable to us. They contain 
Matters of fuch great Moment, that we propofe to 
give then1 a very ferious Confideration, and to an
f wer them fuitably to their Worth and Excellence ; 
and this will take till to·morrow Morning, and 
when we are ready we will give you due Notice. 

You tell us you beat the J:i'rench ; if fo, you 
1nuft have taken a great deal of R urn from them, 
and can the better ipare us fome of that Liquor 
to n1ake us rejoice with you in the Victory. 

THE Governor and Cornmiffioners ordered a 
Dran1 of Hum to be given to each in a fmall Glafs, 
calling it, A French Glafs. 

In 



FivE INDIAN NATioNs, &c. 

IntheCouR T-Hou sE atLancafler,July4,I 744,A.M. 
PRESENT, 

The Honourable GEORGE 'l'HOMAS, Efq; 
Governor, & c. 

The Honourable the Commiffioners of Virginia. 
The I-fonourable the Commiffioners of Maryland. 

The Deputies of the S£x Nations. 
Conrad Weifer, Interpreter. 

CANASSA'l' EGO Speaker. 

Brother Onas, 

YESTERDAY you expreffed your Satisfac
tion in having been infrru1nental to our meet

ing with our Brethren of Virginia and Mar)•land, 
we, in return, a!fure you, that we have great Plea
fure in this Meeting, and thank you for the Part you 
have had in bringing us together, in order to create 
a good Underftanding, and to clear the Road; 
and, in Token of our Gratitude, we prefent you 
with this String of Wampum. 

Which was received with the ufual Ceremony. 

Brother Onas, 
You was pleafed Y efterday to inform us, " That 

" War had been declared between the great King of 
" ENGLAND and the French King; that two great 
" Battles had been fought, one by Land, and the 
" other at Sea ; with many other Particulars." 
We are glad to hear the Arms of the King of Eng
land were fuccefsful, and take part with you in your 
Joy on this Occafion. You then came near~r 
Home, and told us, " You had left your Houfe, 
" and were come thus far on Behalf of the whole 
" People of Penjjlvania to fee us ; to renew your 
:~ Treaties, to bright~n th.e Covenant-Chlin, and 

· " to 
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'"" to confi nn your Friendihip with us." We ap
prove this Propofition, we thank you for it. We 
own, with Pleafure, that the Covenant-Chain be
tween us and Penjj•h,ania is of old Standing, and 
bas never contraCted any Ruft; we wifh it may 
always continue as bright as it has done hitherto ; 
and, in Token of the Sincerity of our Willies, we 
prefent you with this Belt of vVampum. 

U7hich was received with the Yo-hah. 
Brother On2s, 

You was pleafed Y efterday to remind us of our 
mutual Obligation to affift each other in cafe of a 
\Var with the French, and to repeat the Subftance 
of '\Vhr1t we ought to do by our Treaties with you ; 
and that as a Vvar had been already entered into 
with the French, you called upon us to afilft you,. 
and not to fuffer the French to march through our. 
Country to difturb any of your Settlements. 

IN anfwer, we affure you we have all thefe Par
ticulars in our Hearts, they are freih in our Me
mory. We fhall never forget that you and we have 
but one Heart, one I-lead, one Eye, one Ear, and 
one Hand. We ihall have all your Country under 
our Eye, and take all the Care we can to prevent 
any Enemy from coming into it; and, in proof of 
our Care, we m uft inform you, that before we 
can1e here, we told a Onandio, our Father, as he is 
called. that neith:r he, nor any of his People, 
fuould come through our Country, to hurt our 
Brethren the Englijh, or any of the Settlements 
belong1ng to then1 ; there was Roo1n enough at 
Sea to fight, there he n1ight do what he pleafed, 
but he ihould not come upon our Land to do any 
D~mage to our Brethren. And you may depend 
upon our ufing our utmoil: Care to fee this effec
tually done; and, in 1'oken of our Sincerity, we 
prefent you with this Belt of \V atnpum. 

Which was receirved with tbe t!fital Ceremony. 
After 

a Otumdio, the Governor of C(1.nada. 
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After fome little Cf'ime the Interpreter [aid, Canaf

fatego had forgot fomething · material, and de
fired to mend his Speech, and to do fo as often 
as he Jhould omit any thing of Moment, and 
thereupon he added: 

THE Six Nations have a great Authority and In
fluence over fundry Tribes of Indians in Alliance 
with the French, and particularly over the Praying 
Indians, formerly a Part with ourfelves, who ftand 
in the very Gates of the French ; and, to ihew our 
further Care, we have engaged thefe very Indians, 
and other Indian Allies of the French for you. They 
will not join the French againft you. They have 
have agreed with us before we fet out. We have 
put the Spirit of Antipathy againft the French in 
thofe People. Our Intereft is very confiderable with 
them, and many other Nations, and as far as ever 
.it extends, we ihall ufe it for your Service. 

THE Governor faid, Cana.!Jatego did well to mend 
his Speech ; he n1ight always do it whenever his 
Memory ihould fail him in any Point of Confe
quence, and he thanked him for the very agreeable 
.A.ddition. 

Brother Affaragoa, 

You told us Yefterday, that all Difputes with 
you being now at an end, you defired to confirm 
_all former Treaties between Virginia and us, and to 
n1ake our Chain of Union as bright as the Sun. 

'V.t7 E agree very heartily with you in thefe Pro
pofitions ; we thank you for your good Inclina
tions ; we defire you will pay no Regard to any 
idle Stories that may be told to our Prejudice. 
And, as the Difpute about the Land is now intirely 
over, and we perfeB:ly reconciled, we hope, for 
the future, we fhall not aB: towards each other but 
as becomes Brethren and hearty Friends. 

L WE 
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WE are very willing to renew the Friendihip 

with you, and to make it as firm as poffible, for 
us and our Children with you and your Children to 
~he lateft Generation, and we defire you will im
print th.efe Engagements on your Hearts in the 
itrongeft Manner; and, in Confirmation that we £hall 
do the fame, we give you this Belt of W a1npum. 

Which was received with Yo-hah from th4 
Interpreter, and all the Nations. 

Brother Affaragoa, 
You did let us know Y efterday, that tho' you 

had been difappointed in your Endeavours to bring 
~bout a Peace between us and the Catawbas, yet 
you would ~ill do the beft to bring fuch a Thing 
about. We arc well pJeafed with your Defign, and 
and the n1ore fo, as we hear you know what fort 
-pf People the Catawbas are, that they are fpiteful 
and oifenfive, and have treated us cpntemptuouily. 
vV e are glad you know thefe T'hings of the Ca
ta1.vbBs; we believe what you fay to be true, that 
there are, notwithftanding, fome an1ongft then1 
who are wifer and better; and, as you fay, they 
re your Brethren, and belong to the great King 

over the Water, we fhall not be againft a Peace 
pn reafonable Terms, provided they will come to 
the Northward to treat about it. In Confirmation 
pf what we fay~ ~nd to encourage you in your U n
der~aking, we give you this String of Wampum. 

ff"'"hich was received witb the uf~al Ceremonies. 

Brother Afiiiragoa, 

'You told ps likew~fe, you had a -great floufe 
provided for the Education of Youth, and that 
there were feveral white People and Indians Chil
dren ~here to learn Languages, and to write and 
read, and invited us to fend fome Gf our Children 
~P1<?ng;ft rou~ f.;!c. 
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WE muft let you know we love our Children 

too well to fend them fo great a Way, and the In
dians are not inclined to give their Children Learn- . 
ing. We allow it to be good, and we thank you 
for your Invitation ; but our Cufi:oms differing 
from yours, you will be fo good as to excufe us. 

WE hope a cr'arachawagon will be preferved by 
the good Spirit to a good old Age; when he is 
gone under Ground, it will be then time enough 
to look out for another ; and no doubt but a1nongft 
fo many Thoufands as there are in the World, one 
fuch Man may be found, who will ferve both Par
ties with the fan1e Fidelity as Cf'arachawagon does; 
while he lives there is no Room to complain. In 
Token of our Thankfulnefs for your Invitation, 
we give you this String of Wampum. 

J:Vhicb was received with the ufual Ceremony. 

Brotker Tocarry-hogan, 

You told us Yefterday, that fince there was now 
nothing in Controverfy between us, and the Affair 
of the Land was fettled to your Satisfaction, you 
would now brighten the Chain of Friendlhip which 
hath fu bfifted between you and us ever fince we 
became Brethren ; we are well pleafed with the Pro
pofition, and we thank you for it ; we alfo are in
clined to renew all 'freaties, and keep a good Corre
fpondence with you. You told us further, if ever 
we fi1ould perceive the Chain had contraCted any 
Ruft, to let you know, and you would take care 
to take the Ru(t out, and preferve it bright. We 
agree with you in this, and fi1all, on our Parts, do 
every thing to preferve a good U nderftanding, and 
to live in the fame Fricndfhip with you as with our 
Brother Onas and Aifaragoa ; in Confirmation 
whereof we give you this Belt of W ampum. 

On which the ufual Cry of Y o-hah was given. 
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Brethren~ 
WE have now finifhed our Anfwer to what yoq 

faid to us Y efterday 1 and fuall now proceed to In
di~n Affairs? that are not of fo general a Concern. 

Brother Aifaragoa, 
THERE lives a Nation of Indians on the other 

Side of your Country, the cr'ufcaroraes, who are 
our Friends, and with whom we hold Correfpon
~ence ; but the Road between us and them has 
been ftopped for fome Time, on account of the 
Mi!behaviour of fome of our Warriors. We have 
opened a new Road for our Warriors, and they 
ihall keep to that ; but as that would be inc-onve
pient for Meffengers going to the :!ufcaroraes, we 
defire they may go the old Road. We frequently 
fend Meifengers to one another, and .fba1~ have more 
Occafion to do fo now that we have concluded a 
Peace with the Cherikees. To enforce our Requeft, 
~ve give you this String of W ampum. 

Which 'l.{JaS 1·eceived with the ufuaf ~·ry ()/ 
Approbatio~. 

Brother Affitragoa, 
AMONG thefe CJ"'ufcaroraes there live a few Fami

hes of the Conoy Indians, who are defirous to leave 
them, and to remove to the reft of their Nation 
among us, and the ftrait Road from them to us 
lies through the Middle of your Country. We 
defire you will give them free Paffage through Yir:
ginia, and furnifh them with Paffes ; and, to en
~orce our Requeft, we give you this String of 
V,V ampum. Which was received with the ufual 

· Cry of Approbation. 

BrotherOnas, Affaragoa, and Tocarry-hogan, 
AT the Clofe of your refpetl:ive Speeches Yef~ 

~~rday' rou made \.lS v~rr handfon1e P~efe~ts, and 
w~ 
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we fuould return you fomething fuitable to your 
Generofity ; but, alas I we are poor~ and !hall ever 
retnain fo, as long as there are fo many Indian 
Traders among us. Theirs and the white P~oples 
Cattle have eat up all theGrafs, and make Deer fcarce. 
However, we have provided a fmall Prefent for 
you, and though fome of you gave us more than 
others, yet, as you are all equally our Brethren, 
we !hall leave it to you to divide it as you pleafe.
And then prefented three Bundles of Skins, which 
were received with the ufual Cete1noriy ftom the 
three Governments. 

WE have one Thing further to fay, and that is; 
We heartily recommend Uhion and a good Agree
ment between you our Brethren. Never difagree, 
but preferve a ftriCl: Friendfhip for one another~ 
and thereby you, as well as we; will bec01ne the 
ftrono-er. 

b ·' 
OuR wife Forefathers eftablifheq Union and 

Amity between the Five Nations ; this has made us 
formidable; this has given us great Weight and 
Authority with our _peighbouring Nations. 

WE are a powerful Confederacy ; (Jnd~ by your 
obferving the fame Methods our wife Forefathers 
have taken; you will acquire frefh Strength and 
Power; therefore whatever befals you~ never fali 
out one with another. 

The Governor repiied : 

TBE honourable Commiffioners of Virginia and 
Maryland have defired me to fpeak for them ; there
fore I, in Behalf of thofe Governments, as well as 
of the Province of Penfylvania, return you Thanks 
for the many Proofs you have given in your Speeches 
of your Zeal for the Service of your Brethren the 
Englifh, and in particular for your having fo early 
engaged in a Neutrality the fev2ral Tribes of Inditms 
in the French .A.lliance. \Ve do not doubt but you 
will faithfully difcharge your Promifes. As to 

L 3 yb~ 
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your Prefents, we never eftimate thefeThings by their 
real Worth, but by the Difpofition of the Giver. 
In this Light we accept them with great Pleafure, 
and put a high Value upon them. We are obliged 
to you for recomtnending Peace and good Agree
n1ent amongft ourfelves. We are all Subjects, as 
well as you, of the great King beyond the Water ; 
and, in Duty to his M?jefty, and from the good 
AffeCtion we bear to each other, as well as fron1 a 
Regard to our own Intereft, we fhall always be in
clined to live in Friendfhip. 

• THEN the Comtniffioners of Virginia prefented 
the hundred Pounds in Gold, together with a Paper, 
containing a Promife to recomn1end the Six Nations 
for further Favour to the King; which ·they re
ceived with Yo-hah, and the Paper was given by 
them to Conrad lf/eifer to keep for them. The 
Commiffioners likewife promifed that their publick 
Meffengers fhould not be molefted in their Paffage 
through Virginia., and that they would prepare 
Pa1Tes for fuch of the Conoy Indians as were will
ing to remove to the Northward. 

THEN the Commifiioncrs of Maryland prefented 
their hundred Pounds in Gold, which was likewife 
received with the ro-hah. 

Cana.!Jatego faid, We n1entioned to you Yefter .. 
day the Booty you had taken from the F'rench, and 
a{ked you for fomc of the Rum which we fuppoied to 
be Part of it, and you gave us fome ; but it turned 
out unfortunately that you gave it in French Glaffes., 
w_e now defire you will give us fon1e in Englijh 
Glafies. 

THE Governor made anfwcr, We are glad to 
·hear you have fuch a l)iflike for what is French. 
They cheat you in your Glaiies, as well as in every 
thing elfe. You rnuft confider we arc at a Diil:ance 
fron1 W7lliamjl,urg, An11apolis, and Philadelphia, 
~yh~re our Rum Stores :l.re, and that although we 

brought 



FivE INDIAN NATIONS; &c. 
brought up a good Q8antity with us, you have . 

almoft drunk it out ; but, notwithftanding this, we 
have enough left to fill our Englijh (Jlalfes; and will 

fhew the Difference between the N arrownefs of the 

French, and the Generofity of your Brethren the 

Englijh towards you. 
THE Indians gave, in their Order, five ro-hahs; 

and the honourable Governor and Corn miffioners 

calling for fome Rum, and fame middle-fized 

vVine-Glaffes, drank Health to the great J(ing of 

ENGLAND, and the Six Nations, and put an end to 

the Treaty by three loud Huzza's, in which all the 

Company joined. 
IN the Evening the Governor went to take his 

Leave of the Indians, and, prefenting them with 

a String of Wampum, he told them, that was in 

return for one he had received of then1, with a 

Meifage to defire the Governor of Virginia to fuffer 

their Warriors to go through Firgif1ia unmolefted, 

which was rendered unneceffary by the prefent 

Treaty. 
THEN, prefenting thern with another String of 

W ampum, he told them, that was· in return for 

theirs, praying him, that as they had taken . away 

one Part of Conrad Weifer' s Beard, which frightened 

their Children, he would pleafe tO' take a way the 

other, which he had ordered fo be done. 

The Indians received theft two Strings of· 

W ampum with the ufual Yo-hah.: 

Tr1E Governor then aO<ed then1, what was the 

Reafon that more of the Shawauaes, from their 

T o 111 on Hohio, were not at the Treaty ? But fee

ing that it would require a Council in Fonn, r.nd 

perhap:; another Day to give an Anfwer, he defired 

they would give an Anfwer to Conrad ;;Teifer upon 

the Road on their Return home, for ~ - ~ was to feC: 

out for Philadelphia the next Morning. 

GA N.FJS--
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CANASSA'l'EGO in Co;;c/ujion fpoke a; follows: 
WE have been hindered, by a great deal of Bu-. 

finefs, from waiting on you, to have fame private 
Converfation with you, chiefly to enquire after the 
I--Iealths of On as beyond the Water ; we defire you 
will tell them, we have a grateful Senfe of all their 
Kindneifes for the Indians. Brother Onas told us, 
when he went away, he would not fray long from 
us; we think it is a great while, and want to know 
when we may expect him, and defire, when you 
write, you will recommend us heartily to him ; 
which the Governor promiied to do, and then took 
his Leave of them. 

THE C01nmiffioners of Virginia gave Canaffatego 
a Scarlet Camblet Coat, and took their Leave of 
them in Form, and at the fan1e tin1e delivered the 
Paifes to then1, according to their Requeft. 

THE Commiffioners of Maryland prefented Gach
'"adodow with a broad Gold-laced Hat, and took 
their Leave of then1 in the fame Manner. 

A true Copy, compared-by 

RrcHA;RD PETERs, Seer'. 
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A TREATY between his Excellency 

the Governor of the Province ofNew

York, and the Six Nations, and other 

Indian Nations, depending on faid 

Province. 

T is well known in the Province of New~rork, 

that the Six Nations of Indians depending on 

this Province, (called Iroquois by the French) 

had lately on feveral Occafions, appear' d diffatisfied 

and wavering in their Fidelity to the Britijh Crown. 

No doubt, this was principally occafion'd by the 

Artifices of the French of Canada, who had con

ftantly Emiffaries an1ong them : But at the fame 

Time there is R.eafon to think, the fuf picious Be

haviour of thefe Nations, in Favour of their once 

inveterate Enemy the French, could not h~ve ar
riv'd to the Pitch it did, otherwife than by fome 

Neglects or Mifconduct of thofe who were entrufred 

by the Government of New-Tork with the Manage

ment of the Indian Affairs. 
His Excellency the Governor of New-York, hav

ing received his Majefty's Commands, to engage 

the Indian Nations depending on his Government, 

to join in the Expedition then intended againft Ca
nada, and to make them the ufual Prefents on that 

Occafion; and being fenfible of the great Ufe thefe 

Nations might be to the Succefs of this Enterprize, 

, and likewife of the Difficulties that probably might 

attend his Endeavours at this Time, was defirous 

to have had the Affiftance of as many of the Mem· 

bers of his Majefty's Council as th~ Circ:umftances 
of 
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of Affairs would permit; but they all declined to 
give their Attendance,exceptMr.Colden andMr. Liv
ingflon. His Excellency was therefore obliged tO' 
act with the fmalleft Nutnber of Members, which 
by his l\!Iajefty's Commifiion can form a Council, 
'Viz. 'fhree ; the above two Gentlemen and Capt. 
Rutherford, who was then at his Poft in ;Jlbany. 

As foon as his Excellency received his Majefty' s 
' Commands, he difpatched from Albany fuch Per

fans as, by the beft Information he could receive~ 
had Influence among the Six Nations, to invite 
them feverally to meet hitn at Albany, on the 2oth 
of July. His Excellency arriv'd at Albany the 21ft 
of July, where having heard, that, befides the Small
Pox, (which his Excellency never had) many were 
fick of a contagious malignant Fever, he continued 
on board the Sloop which carried him up, to con
fider where to lodge with the leaft Danger to his 
Perfon fron1 the Infection of thefe Diftempers ; and 
the next Morning refolved to go into the Fort. He 
was received at his Landing with the ufual Marks of 
Refpect from the Corporation, the independent 
Companies of regular Troops then in the Place, 
and the Militia, under a Difcharge of the Cannon 
of the Fort and Town. 

In the Afternoon of the fame Day on which his 
Excellency came on fhore, three Indians, viz. two 
Onandagos and an Oneydo, brought two French Scalps 
.and prefented to his Excellency : At which Time 
the Leader of the Party made a formal Speech to 
the following Purpofe : ' That having had repeat
' ed Accounts of the Mifchiefs done by the Frencb, , 
' and of the frequent Murders committed by them,. 
' and that the Mohawks, notwithftanding their 
' Profefilons of Friend.fhip, fuffered this Bloodilied 
' to remain unrevenged, his 1-Ieart could bear it. 
4 no longer ; he thereupon refolved to open for 1 is 
' ·Brethren the Path to Revenge: That thefc> two 
' Scalps which he now prefented were taken at Noon-

' day 
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~ day in fight of the French Fort at Crown Point! 

;His Excellency told him how well he took this fpe

cial Mark of his Fidelity, and affured him, that he 

would not only now reward him and his Compa

nions, by particqlar Prefents, but would always re

member this Act of Friendfhip. They had already 

received the Reward given by the A Cl: of Affembly. 

His Excellency gave each of thern four Spanijh Dol

lars; to the Leader a fine laced Coat and Hat, and 

a filver Brea!t-Plate; and to each of the others a 

Stroud Blanket and lac'd Hat. 

Thefe Indians told us, that they lay feveral Days 

4!mong the Bullies, from whence they could fee 

every Man that came out of the Fort-Gate. They 

.endeavoured for fome time to take a Prifoner, but 

obferving that none went to fuch a Diftance from 

the Fort that they could hope to carry him off, 

they refolved to take the firft Opportunity for a. 

Scalp: Two Soldiers coming out of the Fort, after 

the Chapel Bell had rung about Noon, one of the 

Indians, by their Leader's Order, fired with Swan 

Shot upon them while they were near to each other~ 

It is a conftant Rule among thefe fculking Parties11 

never to fire without Orders from their Leader. 

One of the French Men was killed upon the Spot11 

the other wounded, and fled in1mediately towards 

the Fort Gate, the Indian who had fired, purfu'd, 

and with his Hatchet brought him down within a 

hundred Steps of the Fort Gate ; and, though the 

French in the Fort rufhed out at the Gate, he took 

his Seal p off ; the others had fcal ped the Man that 

was .firft killed, and then they all fled. The French 

in their Hurry had run out without their Arms,. 

and upon recolleCting themfelves return' d to arm,. 

which facilitated the Efcape of the Indians. 

His Excellency being informed, that the Leader 

of this Party was defirous to be diftinguiihed by 

his Excellency's giving him a new Nan1e, and 

~h~ ~ ~arpe~ w~ich iq the Language of the Si:t.· 
Nations 

• 
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Nations fignified the Path-opener, would be rnoft 
acceptable to him ; his Excellency honour' d him 
with that Title ; which he accepted very thankfully, 
and feem'd exceedingly pleafed with it: Where
upon he faid, that the other two Indians having affo
ciated with a Mehikander, or River Indian, were 
refolved to go out againft the Enemy: But as he 
thought he n1ight be more ufeful by fraying, to 
affift at the enfuing Treaty, he was refolved to re
main here. He added, that in cafe the Interpreter, 
and others fent to invite the Six Nations to meet 
here, fail'd in any Part, he would go among the Six 
Nations, and doubted not to bring many by his In
fluence, who otherwife n1ight ftay. 

In a Day or two after, fix of feven Indians, who 
l1ad been fent out by the Commiffioners for Indian 
Affairs to Crown-Point, to take Prifoners, and gain 
Intelligence, returned and faid, That they had gone 
to that Place, and that in fight of it they had fepa
rated, with Defign thereby to furprize anyStragler that 
might have come out of the Fort: That while they 
were thus feparated, two of their Number were 
fuddenly furrounde~ and taken by the Enemy : One 
of thefe two, after having been detained three or 
fonr Days, join'd the others at Saraghtoga. He 
faid, that he had been threatened with death by the 
Adirondacks a; but that the Cahnuagas b interpos' d, 
and by their Interceffion he was fet at Liberty; and 
fome of the Cahnuagas conduCted him through Lac 
Sacrement. He reported, that there was a great Num
ber of Men, French and Indians, at Crown-Point. 
The other Prifoner, an Onondaga, confented to remain 
wjth the french, and was fent to Canada. 

Soon 
a A Natio.n of Indians living in Canada, who have always 

been firm Friends to the French, and formerly were at War with 
the Six Nations. 

9 A Number of Indiam originally of the Fi'T.Ie Nt:tions, and 
Deferters from them, now fettled near Montreal, by whom the 
illicit Trade between Alhany and Montreal was carried on: The¥ are well acquaintecl with the Countr,r abou~ 11/han;•. 
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Soon after this, fixteen Mohawk Indians came to 

the Town, who had been fent out from the lower 

Mohawk Caftle by Mr. Johnfon, to gain Intelligence 

near Crown-Point, and to take Prifoners. They re .. 

ported that they had difcovered fo great a Number 

of French and Indians at Crown-Point, that they had 

no Hopes of being able to bring off any Prifoners,. 

and thought it advifeable to return fpeedily and in

form of the great Danger they thought this Place 

was in. His Excellency invited them to go thi

ther again, in order to defcry the Motions of the 

Enemy : And as a farther Encouragement to them, 

to either Scalp or take Prifoners, he offered every 

Perfon of faid Party that fuould take a Scalp or 

Prifoner, a Piece of Stroud, and a Suit of laced 

Clothes, befides the Bounty ; but they, being fright

ened with the Apprehenfions of Danger, declined 

going back, and faid, they muft return l-Iotne and 

acquaint their Friends and Relations with what they 

had heard and feen. Several other Indians likewife 

alarmed the Mohawks, by telling them that the 

French had a great Force at Crow1z-Point, and that 

they would certainly attack either Albany or Sche

neftade, or the Settlements on the Mohawks River, 

or perhaps feveral Places at the fame Titne. 

Mr. John [on, and the commanding Officer of the 

Garrifon of regular Troops in the Mohawks Coun

try, by their Letters to his Excellency, confirm'd 

thefe Reports; and added, the Mohawks had en

tertain' cl Apprehenfions of the French Force at 

Crown-Point, which was like to have a bad Effect. 

On this his Excellency wrote to Mr. Johnfon, that 

all thefe Stories of the French Force at Crown-Point 

were only Artifices of the French to intimidate the 

lndia11s, or to amufe them, with Defign to fruftrate 

the Treaty which he intended to have with them ; 

and that he was to affure the Indians, that they 

could be in no Danger from the French: However, 

that they might fee that he would omit nothing 
~hi eh 
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w hi eh they might think neceffary for their Security,· 
he had ordered a Lieutenant of Militia, with thirty 
Men, to reinforce the lower Caftle, and had likewife 
ordered the Captain of Militia near the upper Caftle, 
to affift the Indians there in fortifying their Caftle, 
and to hold himfelf in Readinefs to fupport them on 
any Emer<!ency. 

One Johf-z Colmt, a Frenchman, who fome Years 
fince had removed from Canada, and fettled and 
married at Scheneftade, and who has fince that Time 
lived in good Reputation there, was fent by Major 
Glen to inform ltis Excellency, that one Aaron, a 
noted Mohawk Sachem, who with feveral others of 
the Six Nations, had been laft Spring in Canada to 
treat with the Governor there, did then entertain 
two Cahnuaga Indians. This Man, John Colan, ac
quainted his Excellency, that having difcovered the 
Cahnuaga Indian-s, he told them he was a~""enchman, 
and was defirous of returning to his own Country, on 
which they began prefently to propofe to him Me
thods for his Efcape ; at which Time, this Aaron 
coming near them, he exprefs'd his Fears of being 
difcovered by him. They anfwered, that he need 
not fear Aaron, for he was their Friend, and de4 

figned to go with thetn. As they propofcd to him 
to efcape privately by himfelf, and to n1eet them 
at a Place they nan1ed, he told then1 of his Fears, 
in that Cafe, of n1eeting with the French Indians 
while he was alone. rrhey anf wered, that if he 
drefs' d himfelf like an Indian, the French Indians 
would do him no Hurt, without firft calling to 
him ; upon which, if he ftopp'd and call'd out Ma
ria, the French Indians would be fo far from hurt
ing him, that they would imn1ediately come t1p to 
hi1n and take him by the Hand. Fron1 this, and 
feveral other Incidents, whiCh it would be tedious 
to relate, his Excellency was convinced of fome fe
cret Underftanding between the Six Nations and the 
Cahnuagas, or French Indian;: And that, however 

~nr 
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~1ny Party of our Indians might be induced to fall 

upon the French, they would not at thatTimemoleft 

the French Indians, nor prevent the Mifchiefs which 

the Inhabitants received from their fculking Parties. 

For this Reafon, his Excellency endeavoured to 

fend out again the Company of Rangers, which 

had formerly been employed againft the fculking 

Indians: But, as the Affembly had made no Provi

fion for this Expence, they refufed to go; unlefs 

he gave his perfonal Bond for their Pay, at three 

Shillings a Day for each private Man, befides their 

Proviiion ; and would not be fatisfied with the Pro

n1ifes that he, by the Advice of the Council, made 

them of recommending their Service ~o the Gene

ral A£fembly, and the AfTurances he gave them -of 
their being rewarded as they defired. 

On their continuing obftinate, his Excellency 

was of Opinion, that no confiderable Service could 

be expected from Men, who were n1ovcd by no 

other Principle but that of exceffive Wages : And 

he had Reafon afterwards to be confirmed in this 

Opinion, when Captain Langdon, and afterwards 

'Captain 'the bout, voluntarily went with their Com

panies of the new-levied Troops to fcour the w ·oods, 

and took fome of thefe Albany Men with them as -' 

Guides, who whenever they apprehended them

felves in Danger, by the Difcovery of recent TraCl:s, 

fome one or other of them could not be kept from 

firing their Guns, or making fome N oife, by which 

theFrenchlndians, if any were near them, muft know 

how to avoid them. Some Indians, who were like-

wife fent out in Company with thefe Men, com

plained in like Manner. 
The publick Interpreter, whom the Governor 

(as before obferved) had fent with others, to invite 

the Si.x Nations to meet hi1n at A!ban;', wrote to 

the Comn1iffioners for Indian Affairs, That they 

met with great Difficulties and Obfrructions from 

the Sacbems, who had been lately at Canada: That 
M · the 
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the Oneydoes refufed to give any Anfwer, tho' they 
had ftaid there thirteen Days endeavouring to per
fuade the1n ; and that the Cayugas had abfolutely 
tefufed to meet the Governor. On which his Ex
cellency defired to be informed by the Cominif
fioners of Indian Affairs, whether they knew of any 
Perfon of Influence or IntereJt with the Indians, and 
lit to be fent an1ong them on this Occafion. They 
anfwered, that they knew of none; and that the 
Indians were in a very bad Difpofition, and much 
under the Influence of the French. 

About this time his Excellency being informed, 
that the Interpreter, and others fent with him, had 
neglected to fend proper Invitations to the Indians 
living on the Branches of Sufquehannab River; and 
that Captain Vroman, of Scohary, was a proper Per
fan to be fent to thofe Indians ; he fent him, in Com
pany with Captain Staats, with a Belt of Wampum 
to invite thern. 

While the Indian Affairs appeard in this dif
couraging State, an Account came to Town, that 
about twenty young Chickefaws were come to the 
Se11ekas, to defire them to fhcw then1 the Way to 
Canada. The Chickefaws had always been Enen1ies 
to the French : A Party of about five hundred Men 
had, four Years before, been fent out againft them 
from Canada, who \Yere fo entirely routed by the 
Chickefaws, that few returned. Thefe young Chicke
faws told the Se11ekas, that the French of Canada 
had, about four Years fince, made them a Vifit, 
and were fo kind to leave them four hundred Gun£, 
which were now ·wore out ; and, fince the French 
had not thought fit to bring the1n any tnore Guns, 
they were refolvcd to go to Ca11ada to fetch new 
ones ; and promifed, that if the Semkas would 
fhew them the Way, they would go Hotne and 
return with four hundred ftout Fellows. S01ne 
other Indian Nations who lived to the vVeftward, 
difcovering their A verfion to the French at the fame 

Time, 



Ftvt lN:DIAN NATIoNs, &c.' 

Time; thefe Incidents affifted the Governor's Mef
fengers in bringing more Indians to Albany than 
they expected, when they wrote to the Commif
fioners for Indian Affairs. · 

While the Interpreter was at the more diftant 
Indian Caftles, Mr. William ]ohnfon was indefatiga
ble among the Mohawks ; he dreffed himfelf after 
the Indian Manner, made frequent Dances, accord
ing to their Cufto1n when they excite to War, and 
ufed all the Means he could think of, at a confider
able Expence, (which his Excellency had promifed 
to repay hin1) in order to engage them heartily in 
the War againft Canada. Tho' he fucceeded, be
yond what any Man in Albany thought could be 
done, yet feveral of the Sachems (in the Conajohary, 
or upper Mohawk Caftle, chiefly) refufed to en
gage in the War ; but infifted, that as this War 
was entred into between the Englifh and French, in 
which they had no Intereft, they ought to remain 
neuter. The Englijh and French, they faid, could 
at any Time make Peace ; but if they fhould enter 
into the War, lttdiatzs could not make up the 
OEarrel among themfelves, otherwife than by the 
DeftruB:ion of one or the other. The French 
could have no Hopes of engaging the Six Nations 
on their Side againft the Englijh, and therefore 
\Vifely play'd this Game of endeavouring to make 
the1n ftand neuter, which they could enforce by 
fhong political Arguments, of which the lndia11s 
were fenfible enough. It is ;·our Intereft, the Frencb 

. Emiifaries faid, not to Juffer either the French or the 

Engliih to be abfolute Mafters ; for in that Cafe )'Ott 

mufl become Slaves to the one or the other. From 
this politic View chiefly, the Interpreter met with fo 
much Oppofition every where : Tho' it is not to be· 
doubted, but that at the fame Time the French had 
gain' d fome particular Sac hems entirely into their 
lntereft; however, many were prevailed on to come 
to .dlbany, to hear what the Governor of New-r~rk 

M 2 ;>: had 
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Bad to fay to them; tho' feveral Sachen1s ftaid be• 
hind. 'V hen they of the more diftant Nations 
came along with the Interpreter to the· Io'Wer Mo
hawk Caftle, and found that Mr. Johnfon had al
ready engaged many of the young Men there to 
join the Army againft Canada, the others blatned 
the Mohawks ; telling them with fame Warmth, 
That they had been very rafu in engaging ~o far. 
' They ought, tbe others Jaid, to have confidered 
~ that they, the Mohawk;, were the ftnalleft in 
' Number of any of the Six Nations, and ought 
' not to have proceeded to fo great a Length, with
' out the previous Confent of the others.' To 
this the Mohawks anfwered, It is true, we are lefs 
con.fiderable as to Number, than any of the other Na
tions; but our Hearts are tntly Englifh, and all of 
us are Men a ; fo that, if our Force be put to the 
c_r'rial, perhaps it will be found greater than you ima
gine. '"fhefe Difputes, however, continued fo far, 
that the Mohawks, and the other Five Nations, 
could not go in Company to Albany; theMohawks 
marched en one fide of the River, while the other 
Nations went on the <>ther fide. [q-'here are twtJ 
Roads from the Mohawks Caftle to Schenectada, one 
on each fide of the Mohawks River.] 

When the Indians came near the Town of Albany, 
on the 8th of Auguft, Mr. Johnfon put himfelf at 
the Head of the Mohawks, dreffed and painted 
after the Manner of an Indian War-Captain ; and 
the Indians .who followed hin1, were likewife dreffed 
and painted, as is ufual with them when they fet out 
in War.. The Indians faluteJ the Governor as they 
paffed the Fort, by a running Fire; which his Ex
cellency ordered to be anfwered · by a Difcharge of 
fome Cannon from the Fort: l-Ie afterwards received 
the Sachems in the Fort-Hall, bid them Welcome, 
and treated them with a Glafs of Wine. 

As, 
The Six Nations reckon all other llldian Natiom 'V omen,. 

in comparifon to themfelves. 
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As, by all Accounts, the Difpo.fition of the St:"( 
Nations feemed at this T'in1e leis in Favour of the 

Britifh Intereft than was to be wifhed, his Exct 1-
lency thought it neceifary to have frequent Confe

rences, in private, with the principal Sachen1s of 

each Nation; fon1etimes feparately a11d fingly, at 

other Times with fome of each Nation jointly. 

There were only two of the Mol;awks Sachems (be

fides Aaron before mentioned, who left the Caftle 

at this Time) that could not be prevailed on by 

Mr. 'johnfon to declare thexnfelves tor entering into 

the War againft Canada : They were both of the 

.Conajohary or U pper-Caftle, and one of then1 the 

Head of the Tribe called the 'l'ortoife ; (which, tho' 

not fo numerous as that of the Bear, yet is looked 

on as the firft in Rank or Dignity ; ) and, as he 

had been with the Governor of Canada laft Spring, 

it was thought to be of fome Confequence to gain 

him. Mr. Golden, above twenty Years fince, had 

the Completnent of being received into that Caftle; 

and, about feven Years fince (the I aft Tin1e he had 

been with the A1ohawks) had contraCted fome 1nore 

particular Acquaintance with thde two Sache1ns: 

l-Ie invited the1n to a private Conference., at which 

the Reverend Mr. Barclay afiifted a~ Interpreter; 

they met him., and brought five n1ore with them : 

After this Conference thefe S4chems appear' d as 

hearty as any of the others. He that was Head of 
the Tribe call'd the 'l'ortoife, faid, ' His Uncle 

' had been the chief W ar ... Captain an1ong the Mo
' hawks: That his Uncle had particularly diftin

~ guifhed himfelf in their Wars againft the French, 

' and he was refolved to fhew himfelf not unwor

' thy of his An.ceftors, nor of his Uncle's N an1e, 

' which he had .obtained .after his Death..' 
After the principal Sachetns had, at thefe Con· 

ferences, been brought to a good Diipofition, his 

Excellency advifecl with the Gentlen1en of the Coun

.cil, and the Con1n1iffioners from the Majfachufets 
l\1 3 Ba)', 
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Bay, on what might be proper to be faid to the Six 
Nations in the publick Speech, which he now pro
pofed to make to them. Col. Wendell and Mr. Wells 
had arrived from Bo.fton about the End of July, and 
foon after they came to Town, his Excellency or .. 
dered the Gentlemen of the Council to communi
cate to them all the Information which had been re .. 
ceived, with refpetl: to the Indian Affairs: ~'\nd they 
had frequent Conferences together from Titne to 
Time, as Occafion required : It was likewife thought 
proper to communicate, what his Excellency in
tended to fay to fome of the Sachems of each !'J a
tion, who were thought moft hearty in the Britijh 
Intereft ; who faid, that it was well conceiv'd as 
could have been done, had they themfelves advifed 
upon the Subject; only as it ha~ been advifed to 
obferve in the firft Draught, That fame of his Ma
jefty's SubjeCts had been inftigated by the French 
to rife in Rebellion ~gainft the King ; that they had 
been defeated by one of the King's Sons ; that 
thefe poor People were now utterly ruined, and had 
nothing left but to bewail their Folly in the Mifery 
that was brought upon them, by fuffering them
felves to be deluded by the Promifes <?f the French; 
they faid, that they did not underftand the Affairs 
on the other Side of the Sea~ nor did they trouble 
their Heads about then1 ; and as they had no Me
thod of retaining what is f poke to them but by 
their Metnories, they \vere afraid that this might 
perplex their Men1ories, and make then1 lefs atten
tive to what was properly their Bufinefs; and advifed, 
that it fhould be lef~ out; which accC?rdingly was 
done . 

. Another Difficulty remained; the publick Inter
preter had been taken dangeroufly ill in his Return 
to Albany, and was at this 1"'in1e confined to his 
Bed. Thd fevera:l were employed, who had Know
ledge fufficient in the Language of the Six Nations, 
to n1ake themfdves be \.lnderftood~ and to under-

ftand 
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ftand what was fpoke to them; yet none of them 

were fo much Mafters of the Language, as to fpeak 

with that Propriety and Diftintl:nefs that is expect-

ed, and ufual on fo folernn an Occafion. It was 

thought therefore proper, to make one of the Sa-

chems underftand the Speech, by the Affiftance of 

the common Interpreters, that he 1night be able to 

deliver it Paragraph by Paragraph, as it fho~ld be 

fpoke. At firft: a Mohawk Sachem was pitched 

upon; but the Sachems themfelves told us, That 

for fome time paft a kind of Party-Divifion among 

the Six Nations had fubfifted: That the Mohawks, 

Onandagas, and Senekas, form'd one Party; and the 

Oneydoes, CJ'ufcaroras, and Ca)'Ugas, the other: That, 

as the .MIJhaw,h n1ight be fufpeB:ed to be more par-

tial to the Englifh, it would be of more Ufe to em-

ploy one of the other Party ; and an Oneydo Sachem 

was propofed for that Purpofe. This Man was 

eafily enough mad~ to underftand the Speech, and 

he repeated it feveral Times over in private, an4 

was inftruB:ed where to make the proper Stops. 

After the Speech was del1 vered, fome of the Com

miffioners for Indian Affairs, and other Perfons pre~ 

fent at the Delivery, who underftood bo.th Lan

guages, acknowledged, that this Indian had acquit~ 

ted himfelf of his Truft faithfully, and had deliver-

ed the Senfe of the Speech clearly and diftinctly. 

While thefe laft Preparations were making, his 

Excellency was taken ill of a Fever, which occa

fioned fome further Delay ; and as his Excellency 

did not recover fo foon as was wifhed, the Sachems 

were told, that his Excellency being unwilling to 

detain them without neceffity, would, if they de

fired it, diteB: Mr. Golden to fpeak to them in his 

Name, what he defigned to fay. They anfwered, 

that they would be well pleafed to hear it from 

Mr. Golden's Mouth. 

M4 .At 
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At ALBANT the Nineteenth of Augujl, 174-6. 

PRESENT, 

{

CADW ALLADER CoLD EN '}Efqrs; of his ~fa-
The p L jefty's Council 

Honble HI LIP IVINGSTON, for the Province 
JOHN RuTHERFORD, of Ne<v;-York. 

The Commiffioners from the Governn1ent of the 
Majfacbufets-Bay. 

The Commifiioners of the Province of .LVew-York 
for Indian Affairs. 

The Mayor and Corporation of Albany, The Of
ficers of the Independent Companies, and of the 
new Levies then at Albany. Several Gentlemen 
of the Province of New-Tork : And Strangers. 

Mr. Colden introduced the Speech as follows : 

HIS Excellency our Governor having ·been 
taken ill, and ~s yet not fo well recovered as 

that he can fafely come abroad ; has ordered me 
(being the next Perfon to him in the Adn1iniftration) 
to fpeak to you in his Name, which I fl1all do in 
the fame Words which he defigned to have fpoke, 
had he not been prevented by Sic;:knefs. 

Brethren, 

" I A M glad to fee fo many of our ancient Friends 
~' · here, and heartily bid you Welcome. 

[Gave three Strings of Wampum.] 
" I have call'd you to this Place for two great 

" Ends, in which the Province of the Ma.f!achufets· 
" Bay have fent Con1miffioners to concur with n1e, 
'' who are here prefent. 

" The Firft is, to renew the Covenant-Chain 
u with you; and I now by this Belt, in your Fa .. 
~" ther the King of Great· Britain's Name, in Behalf 

cf 
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" of his Majefty's SubjeCts in 1-lorth-America, re-

" new and confirm the Covenant-Chain, and all 

'' forn1er Treaties and Engagernents entered into 

" with you. This Chain has frorn the Beginning, 

" remained fo firm and ftrong, that it has never 

" once broke or fiipt fince it was lidl: made; and 

" we, on our Parts, fhall endeavour that it remain 

" fo, uniliaken, as long as the Sun and Moon ihall 

" endure. [G12ve a Belt.] 

" Brethren, Laft Fall I told you, that his Ma

'' jefty's SubjeCls. in this Country had, the Sum

" mer before, lain ftilJ, without attempting any 

" thing againft the French Settlements: But that -

" the French had by Surprize, attacked and de

" ftroyed a f1nall Place near Cczpe-Bretott, belong

" ing to us. 
" That they afterwards laid Siege to Amzapolis

'' Royal, and were beat off. 
" I likewjfe told you, That the Governor of th~ 

" Maffachufets-Bay, in Conjunction with Connelli

" cut and New-Hampjhire, had, in R~venge to 

" thefe Injuries, fent an Army agJ.inft Louijburg, 
" on the Ifiand of Cape-Breton ; tl1Jt the Army w~s 

" joined by a Number of his Majefty's Ships of 

" War, under the Command of your Friend Ad~ 

'' miral Warren. 
" I told you, that the Town of Louifourg, which 

" is the ftrongeft the French have in America., was 

" reduced by this Force ; and that the French 

" there had furrendered themfelves and their Coun

,, try to the Englijh. 
" I likewife told you, how we, in this Part of 

" the Country., had lain frill, hoping that the 

'' French in Canada, would either be quiet, or carry 

" on the War in a manly Manner, and after the 

'' Manner of Chriftians. And to induce then1 

'' thereto, a Meifage had been fent from this Plac~ 

" to the Governor of Canada, to tell him, That if 

" he !hould revive the inht1n1an Cufton1 of m ur-
'' dering 
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'' dering private People, by fculking Indians, that 
'' the feveral Governors of his Majefty' s Colonies, 
't together with you our Brethren of the Six Na
,, tions, would join and make Reprifals on them 
" in the like Manner ; at which time you publickly 
" declared, that if any of his Majefty's Subjects, 
'' in any Part of his Governments, fhould be killed 
" by any Indians, you would immediately join in 
" the War againft them, and the French. 

" And laft Fall, when I delivered the Hatchet 
'' into your Hands, you told n1e, and confirm'd 
" it with a Belt, That you would fend fome of 
'' your People (who were then ready) to Canada, 
" to demand Satisfaction ; and that if Satisfaction 
" was refufed, you would ufe the Hatchet againft 
" them, whenever I fhould order it. 

'' And you further promifed, That if the Ene
" my ihould commit any further Hoftilities, you 
'c would then (upon my Commands) in1mediately 
" make UJe of the Hatchet. 

" I need not tell you, how far the French have 
" been from giving SatisfaCtion; on the contrary~ 
,, you are weU acquainted with the cruel and bar
" ba.rous Murders that have been con1mitted, fince 
'' that Time, by the French Indians at Saraghtogtt, 
"'' and in the Neighbourhoods of this Place, and 
" on the Frontiers of New-England; as you have 
., not hitherto fulfilled your Promifes, I fufpect 
'~ that they did not con1e from your Hearts: I 
'' therefore, by thi3 Belt, demand an in1n1ediate 
" Performance of you~ Promifes, to fhew that 
'' they come fron1 the Bottom of your Hearts ; as 
" all the Promifes I make come from mine, and 
'' ever iliall. [Gave a Belt.] 

" Brethren, I now come to the fecond and prin
c' cipal Defign of our prefent Meeting, in which I 
'' hope and expeCt to find you hearty, and united 
G' i yotlr Councils and Opinions~ [Gave a Belt.] 

" The 
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" The King your Father, having been inforn1ed 
" of the umnanly Murders con1mined on the Fron
" tiers of New-England, and of this Province, is 
" refolved to fubdue the Country of Canada, and 
" thereby put an End to all the n1ifchievous De
" figns of the French in thefe Parts. And for this 
" purpofe, he has ordered his Governors of J7ir
" ginia, Maryland, Penfylvania, and New-Jerfey, 
" to join their Forces to the Forces of this Pro
" vince; to attack Canada by Land : 'rhey ~re all 
H now upon their March, and you will ioon fee 
" then1 here. . 

" At the fa1ne Time the Forces of the lv1C'.jfa
u chufets-Bay, Connefticut, Rhode-ljland, and New
" Hampjhire, are to go in Ships to Cape-Breton, 
" and there join with his Majefty's Ships of v\' ar, 
" and a great Army of experienc' d Soldiers frorn 
'' Great-Britain. 

" Many Ships of War are already arrived there, 
'' and fome thoufand of Soldiers ; n1any more Ships 
" and Soldiers are following ; and I expetl: every 
" Hour to hear of their Arrival ; after which the 
'~ Attack upon Canada will be n1ade on all Side.), 
" both by Sea and Land. 

'' You n1ay perceive the King has ordered a 
'' Strength fufficient to fubdue Canada ; but at the 
" fameTime, theKingyour Fatherexpeftsandorders 
" you his Children, to join wich your whole Force 
" in thisEnterprize; and thereby gives the Six Na
" tions a glorious Opportunity of eftabliihing their 
" Fa me and Renown over all the Indian Nations 
" in America, in the Conqueft of your inveterate 
" Enen1ies the French ; who, however they m~.y 
" diffemble and profefs Friendn1ip, can never for
'' get the Slaughter which your Fathers n1ade of 
'' thcn1 ; and for that purpofe, carefs thofe Nations 
" who have always been your inveeerate Enemies, 
H and who defire nothing fo much as to fee the 

'' Narne 
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H Name of the Six Nations become obliterate, and 
" forgot for ever. [Gave a Belt.] 

" Brethren, The French, on all Occafions, fhew, 
" that they aCt againft your Brethren the Englijh, 
" like Men that know they dare not look them in 
'' the Face in Day- Light ; and therefore, like 
<' Thieves, ileal upon poor People, who do not 
" expect them in the Night, and confequently are 
<' not prepared for them : Your Brethren in their 
'' Revenge have acted like Men of Courage ; they 
'' do not attack poor Farmers at their Labour~ but 
" boldly attempted the Reduction of Louifburg, 
" the ftrongeft Town the French had in America, 
'" in the fortifying of which they had fpent above 
" twenty Years : It was furrounded with f1:rong 
" \V ails and F arts, in which they had planted their 
" largeft Cannon in every Place, where they thought 
" the Englijh could come near them ; notwithftand
" ing of all thefe Precautions and Advantages, they 
" were forced to fubn1it to the Englifh Valour. 

" You 1nuft ha\~c heard fron1 your Fathers, and 
~' I doubt not feveral of your old Men ftil1 remen1-
" ber what the French did at Ono11daga; how they 
<' furprjzed your Countrytnen at Cadarackui ; how 
" they r invaded the Senekas, and what Mifchiefs 
" they did to the A1oha'loks ; how n1any of your 
" Countrymen fufrered by the Fire at Montreal. 
" Before they entered upon thefe cruel and mif
'* chievous Defigns, they fent Priefts among you 
"' to delude you, and lull you afleep, while they 
" vv-ere preparing to knock you on the Head; and 
" I hear they are .attempting to do the fan1e now. 

[Gave a Belt.] 
" I need not put you in n1ind what Revenge 

4
' your Fathers took for thefe Injuries, when they 

'c; put all the Hland of lvlontreal, and a . great Part 
'' of Canada, to I~ ire and Sword ; can you think 
" that the F'ren,ch forget this? No, they have the 
" A x privately in their Hands againft you, an~ 

.a. " uie . ... 
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(' ufe thefe deceitful Arts, by which only they have 
" been able to gain Advantage over you, that by 
H your trufting to them, they may at fome time 
" or other, at one Blow, remove from .the Face of 
" the Earth, the Re1nembrance of a People that 
" have fo often put them to Shame and Flight. 

" If your Fathers could now rife out of their 
" Graves, how would their Hearts leap with Joy 
" to fee this Day ; when fo glorious an Opportu
" nity is put into their Hands to revenge all the 
" Injuries their Country has received from the 
" French, and be never more expofed to their 
" Treachery and Deceit. I make no doubt you 
" are the true Sons of fuch renowned and brave 
" Anceftors, animated with the fame Spirit for 
" your Country's Glory, and in Revenge of the 
" Injuries your Fathers received, uncapable of be
" ing deluded by the flattering Speeches of them-, 
" who always have been, and always muft be, in 
'' their Hearts, your Enemies, and who defire no
" thing more, than the Deftruc1ion of your N a
" tions. 

" I therefore invite you, Brethren, by this Belt, 
" to join with us, and to ihare with us, in the Ho-
"' nour of the Conqueft of our, and your deceit
" ful Enen1i:es; and that you not only join all the 
" Force of the Six Natior.s with us, but likewife 
" invite all the Nations depending on you, to take 
" a Share in this glorious Enterprize : And I will 
" furniih your fighting Men with Arms, Ammu
" nition, Cl_ ' t.i! .. n§?, Provifions, and every Thing 
" neceffary fo.. the War ; and in their Abfence, 
" take Ca.e r their \'Vives and Children. 

[Gave tbe War-Belt.] 
" Bre .. t-J ten, You have feen how daring and in

" fultmg on you, ~s well as us, the French Indians 
" have been, 1n er elly murdering feveral of our 
" People, :lncc Y'""~"Ll have come to this Place ; and 
~~ therefore, ior the many Reafons now laid before 

~' you 
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,er yoq, I make no doubt but your Anfwer will 
,, clearly ~anifeft your Duty to the King your Fa
,, ther, a,nd your Love to your Brethren ; and by 
,, this l3elt I do affure ypu, that our Intent is, to 
,, live ancl die together." [Gave a Belt of Friendjhip.] 

At every St-op where a Belt was given, one of the 
Sachems call'd out Yo-hay, to which all the reft an
fwered in a Sound which cannot be cxpreffed in our 
Letters, but feem' d to confift of two Words re
~arkably diftinguifhed in the Cadence; it feem'd 
to this purpofe; the Sachem calls, Do )'OUr hear? 
The Anfwer is, We attend and remember, or un
derftanq; or elfe it is a Kind of Plaudit our In· 
terpreters CQtlld not explain. At the Clofe of the 
Speech, one Sacl1en1 of each Nation call'd out feve
rally the ro-ba)', to which the others of the fame 
+'J"ation anfw.er'd feverally: But when the War-Belt 
was thrown down, they gave the War-Shout. We 
exp~B::ed but fix of thefe Plaudits, according to 
the Nufi!ber of the Six Nations, but eight were di
ftinetly delivered; by which we underftood fome 
.other Nations were united with then1 on this Oc
<;afion. 

After the Speech was delivered, the Sachems of 
the feveral N 2.tions had Conferences together ; and 
foiJ1e tim.e being fp.ent in deliberating, they acquaint
ed his ~xceHency, ' That they had agreed upon 
~ th~ir Artfwer, which they were ready to give 
' whenever he would appoint a Titne to receive it;' 
ioJlG 4e named the next Day. 

Accordingly .on the 23d of AugMft, His ExcEL
LENCY b.eing prefent; the Gentletnen of the 
Council ; the Commiffioners fr01n Bo.fton; the 
Commiffioners for Indian Affairs; the Corpo~ 
ration of ;ilbmzy ; and many Gentle1nen, as at 
the Time when his Excellency's Speech was 
delivered, 

4 An 
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An Onondaga Sachem, who had fonnerly been 

Speaker for the Six Nations on feveral publick Oc
caiions, rofe up and fpoke : What he faid was pub ... 
Iickly interpreted, in the Hearing of feveral who 
underftood the Indian Language well, as follows : 

Brethren of New-Tork, and of the Maifachufets
Bay, 

JfTE the Six Nations are n!Jw affembled together as 
one Man, and we take in the Meffefagues for 

the feventh Nation ; and what is now to be fpoken by 
one Mouth, ar"e the joint and jincere 'I'houghts of 
every Heart. 

We are pleas' d that you follow the Steps of our 
Fore-fathers, in wiping off the forrowful "£ears frotn 
our Eyes, by which the Stoppage of our 'I'hroats are 
opened, and the bloody Bed wajh' d clean. 

[Gave three Strings of Wampum.] 
Brethren, '!'he firjJ 'l'ime we met together, we only 

Jaluted each other by jhaking of Hands ; we after
wards made a Covenant Chain of Silver, which we 
mutually have held faft to this Day ; jhould it now 
flip from either of our Hands, it would prove Deftruc-
tion to both Sides, jince our Enemies have drawn the 
Sword. [Gave a Belt.] 

Brother of New-Tork ; Laft Tear you gave us the 
Hatchet to be made Ufe of againft your Enemies, the 
French, which we accepted and promifed tr; make 
ufe of it if they jhould commit any farther Hoflilities 
upon the Englifh, which they have n!JW done by de
ftroying Saraghtoga, and jhedding a great deal of 
Blood: Hitherro ·we have made no uft of the liatchet; 
but as you now call upou us, we are ready, and do 
declare fro ,,J tbe Bottom of our J{earts, that we will 
from this Da_y, make ufe of it agr:;infl the French, and 
Phetr Children, (meaning their Indians.) 

(N. B. The Queftion was afked them by his Ex
celle .. cy, Whether by the Words their Children, 

they 
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they meant all the Indians in Alliance with the 
French? to which they anfwered, res.] 

(At the End of the foregoing Paragraph, the 
Speaker threw down a War-Belt of Wampum 
on the Ground, it being the Indian Cuftmn 
to deliver War-Belts, or make Declaration of 
War in this Manner : This he did with a re
n1arkable Shew of Indignation, intending 
thereby to exprefs their Refentment againft 
the French and their Allies, and their Zeal for 
the Englifh.] · [Gave a Belt.] 

Brother of New-York ; According to your Exhor
tation in your Speech to us, we are firmly united toge
iher from this Cf'ime, to att as having one Heart; the 
Meifefagues are in the fmne Manner joined and united 
with us, likewife the s~uthern 1Vations bordering upon 
us; and we hope that you, and the other Governors 
on the Continent, v;ill be in the fame Mmmer joined 
and united togetber. [Gave a Belt.] 

[They repeated over his Excellency's Speech in 
Relation to the Cqnqueft of Cape-Breton; and 
added, We hope that our F1eet and Army will be 
alfo viflorious in the prefent Expedition againft 
Canada; for the French are a mifchievous Peo
ple. [Gave a Belt.] 

As to your Sufpicions of our admitting French 
Priefts among us, they are become groundlefs, jince 
we have now declared War againft them: :the ad
mitting of Priejls, would only tend to lull us ajleep to 
our Deftruflion ; jhould any now dare to come, we 
know no Ufe for them but to roaft them. 'I'he 'I'houghts 
~J the Cf'reatment we formerly received from the French, 
thro' the Means of their Priefts, and which you now 
Jeafonably have brought to our Remembrance, makes 
our Blood to boil. 

, Brother of Ne·w-York; .:this is the fecond 'I'ime you 
/.?ave put the l!atchet into our Hands, which we accept, 
end art read,Y to go upon Serr:;ice. T'ou m a)' fee that we 

ha~'c 
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have but a Handful of fighting Men here at prefent ; 
however, fome of them from each Nation Jhalt be lift 
behind us to follow your Orders. 

When we return to our refpetlive Caftles, we }hall 
fend down a great Number of our Warriors, and of 
thofe of the Nations in Alliance with us, as foon as 

poJ!ible. 
c:this we ajfure you of from the Truth and Sincerity 

of our Hearts; and we receive, and jhalt preferve 
this large Belt, [holding it up at the fame Time] 

which you have now given us, as a War-Hatchet. 
Brethren, '.fhis is the Belt of Union with which 

we are to go Hand in Hand to the Gate of our Ene
mies, and by it we declare our Intention to conquer or 
die in the common Caufe. 

:there is a Nation call' d the Meifefagues, whofe 
Delegates are here preflnt: :they conjift of five Caflles .. 
containing eight hundred Men, who are all determined., 
and do agree to join us, in this common Caufe, againft 
our Enemies the French, and their Indians; and we 
hope you, and the C()mmijfioners from Bofton, will 
ufe them i1z fuch a Manner that they will go home 
content and fatisfied. 

[Gave a Belt of Union, in which the Figures 
of feveral Perfons join' d I-I and in Hand, 
was wrought. 

The Perfon who interpreted, returned the To-hab 
at the End of every Paragraph, and having done 

the fame at the Time they declared War, it occa

fioned Laughter among them; upon which, ob

ferving his Miftake, he began the War-Shout, in 

which all the Indians joined. 
The Meffefagues are a Nation of Indians, living 

near the Place called De crroit by the French, and 

fituate between Lake Erie and the Huron Lake . 
. After the Speaker had finii11ed, his Excellency 

told them by the Interpreter, that the King their 

Father had ordered him to make them a Prdent on 
N this 
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this Occafion; and that the Government of Virginia 
had on the fame Occafion, fent them a Prefent. 
The Commiffioners fr01n Boflon at the fame Time 
told them, that they had a Prefent from their Go
vernment; and as they were foon to return Home, 
defirtd the Six Nations to come to their Lodgings 
to receive it ; on which the Indians defired his Ex
cellency to delay his Prefent to next Day, and they 
imn1ediarely went to receive their Prefents from 
the CommiHioners Df the Maffachufets-Bay. 

The next Day, the Preients .ftom the King being 
expofed on one Part, and thofe from Virginia fe
parately near them, it was agreed by the People of 
Albarzy, who bad feen many publick Prefents given 
to the Six Nations on Treaties with them, that this 
1.vas the tnoft valuable ever given. His Excellency 
on giving the Prefents, faid; 

'' Brethren, " y 0 U here fee a Token of the Regard the 
" King your Father has for you ; and there 
" is a Token of the Friendihip of the Government 
" of Virginia : But on this Occafion I cannot for
~' bear taking Notice to you, that fome of your 
" People being at Canada, when the News of the 
" ReduB:ion of Cape-Breton~ came there, and when 
" the French expetl:ed that ff<gebec would be im
" mediately attacked in Confequence of it, feveral 
" of then1 joined with the French, and promifed 
" then1 Affiftance. 1~his occafioned fome Uneafi
" nefs to your Brethren, being contrary to the 
" Faith of your Nations, as well as to your Bre
" thren' s Expectations ; however, you may now, 
" by perforn1ing the Promifes you Y efterday made 
" in the 1nofr folemn Manner, ren1ove all Sufpi
~' cions; and for ever fecure the Friendfi1ip of your 
" Brethren, which hitherto has fron1 the Beginning, 
" ren1ained unviolated on their Parts. The Goods 
" now before you, are Prefents to the Six Nations; 
- - " and,. 

"' 
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" and, as we have received the Mejfefagues into the 
" Covenant between you and us, I expeCt that they 
" fhall !hare with you. Befides thefe general Pre~ 
" fents now made to your Nations, I have pre ... 
" pared proper Cloathing for your War-Captains, 
" and the Warriors who fhall go under their Corn
" mand; together with Arms, Ammunition and 
" Provifions, which fuall be delivered to the fe
" vera! -Parties at the Time they !hall go out OQ 

" Service." 

What his Excellency faid having been interpret
ed by a Mohawk Sachem, the Sachem added of his· 
own Head, Tou now fee ho•w you are here treated, 
really like Brethren; the G~verrror of Canada does not 
treat his Indians Jo; they are Jet on like his Dogs, an~ 
they run on without <Ihought or Conjideration: You fee 
what a noble Prefent is made to you ; if the Governor· 
of Canada Jhould Jeize all the Goods in that Country, 
it would not br. in his Power to make Juch a Prefent. 

The Onondaga Sachem, Speaker of the Six Na
tions, immediately replied, 

Brethren of New-Tork, New-England, and 
Virginia; 

fVE heard, and obferve well, rwbat you now and 
formerly fpoke to us ; and we beg no mention may 

hereafter be made of what paffed iafl Fall, fince we 
are now heartily enter' d into the War with )'OU, and 
have promifed as many jighti1tg Men from each Caftle 
as ca1t be fpared ; and likewife to engage as great 
!lumbers of every Nation in Alliance "with us, as we 
can, to jozn immediately with us in the War againft 
the French, and the Nations who adhe-re to [hern. 

Brethren of New-York, New- England, and 
Virginia, . · 

You muft not fufpefl that it proceeds from any Back
.. ~,ardnefs in us, tf?at a greater Number of our People 
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do not at this Injtant join with you ; the Reafm is.; 
our Caftles have but few fighting Men in them, mattJ 
are nou1 Abroad, Jome hunting and trading with far 
Jiftant Nations, and others out fighting againft our 
Enemies; ·all theft we jhall recall Home as foon as 
pojfible, i1t order to enter with all our Force, into the 
War againft your and our common Ene·my. 

Brother, We have no more to Jay at this 'time, but 
only to tell you, we are forry that we can fo little Jhew 
our Hearts by the Prefents we 11.ow offer; our hunting 
has been fo very poor, that we ca11not make you Pre~ 
fents fuitable to our Inclinations. 

The 1.-fohawks added feparately : We bave been 
employed all Summer in your Service as Out-fcouts, to 
gain Intelligence, or in fome Manner or other, and 
thereby kept from hunting: We have 1to Purrs to offer 
you, but we here preftnt our Per[ons, to ferve JOZl 

wherever you jhall command. . 

That Day- was fpent in dividing the Pr,efent~ 
among themfelves. We were told, that thefe Pre
fents were divided into eight equal Parts, of which 
they gave two to the JV!ejJefngue Deputies. 

The next Day the \Var-Kettle was fet over the 
Fire, and towards Evening the Indians in his Ex
cellency's Prefence, where n1any Gentlen1en at
tended him, began the \Var-Dance, and continued 
it till late in the Night: 1~hey were painted as when 
they go to War. 1'he Dance is a flow and folemn 
Motion, accompanied with a pathetickSong. The 

· Indians in their Turns perforn1 this fingly, but it is. 
not eafy to defcribe the Particularities of it. 

His . Excellency call' d feveral of the chief Sa
chems v1 ho h~H.l been ufeful in the Treaty, to him 

. in private, and gave then1 Prefents feverally; nei
ther did he forget the .Meffefague Deputies: He had 
a particular Conference with one of them in pri
vate, the other was fick of the Small-Pox. At this 
Conference, this Deputy afiured his Excellency of 
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the good Inclinations of his Nation to the Englijh, 
and their .J.tl verfion to the French; he faid, ' That 
' many of the Nations to the W dl:ward of thetn, 1 

' diiliked the French;' and as an Inftance of it, he 
told, ' That the French lately having pre!fed a 
' neighbouring Nation to take up the I-Iatchet 
' againft the Englifh, they received it ; but 1nade 
' U fe of it againft the French themfelves, and 
' kill' d all the French then with them, being fixty 
' in Number, with the Lofs of only one Man of 
' their own Nation.' 1-!is Excellency n1ade him 
handfome Prefents, and gave him a Belt to carry 
to his Nation, with an Invitation to join in the War 
againft the French ? the Mejfefague received them 
with a Profeffion of the moft fincere and hearty 
Friendfhip ; and that he made no doubt of bring
ing two, three, or four hundred Men of his N ati
on, to ferve this Fall againft the French. He added, 
' 'That he and feveral of his Relations would im-
' n1ediately ufe their beft Endeavours, with feve-
' ral other Nations to the W eftward of them, who 
' were nun1erous, to join againft the French ; in 
' which, he faid, he had great Hopes of Succefs, 
' becaufe they were diffatisfied with the French.' 

His Excellency took all poffible Care of the fick 
Mejfefague., had him brought into a Houfe, and or· 
dered hi1n, to be attended by two Phyficians ; but 
the poor Man had the Misfortune to die, after he 
had been above a Fortnight ill. When he found 
himfelf near his End, he fent to the Governor, to 
defirc hin1 as his )aft Requeft, that his Excellency 
would fend the firft French Scalp that 1hould be 
taken, to his Mother ; and when he was told that 
his Excellency had promifed it, he !hewed a Con
tentednefs and Refignation to Death. This Misfor .. 

. tune was increafed by the Death of the other Me.ffe
fague Deputy likewife, who was taken ill in his Way 
H01ne, and died. 1"'he Six Nations took Care of 
their \'Vives and Children, who had co1ne with 
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them ; and it was not doubted but that they, and 
all the Prefents given them, would be fafely con· 
veyed to their own Homes. 

Having fo far given an Account of what paired 
with the Six Nations, it may be proper next to re
late the Treaty with the Mehikanders, or River !Jt
dians, viz. The feveral Tribes of Indians living at 
feyeral Places on each Side of Hudfon' s River. 

On his Excellency's Arrival at Albany, having 
found that there had been a Neglect in fending for 
the Efopus and Miniffink Indians, he fent Orders for 
them to be invited. The Mehikanders being con
veened the 2 1ft, his Excellency directed Mr. Col
den to fpeak to them in his Name and Words ; 
which Mr. Golden did; the other Gentlemen of the 
Council, the Commiffioners from Bojlon, the Com
miffioners for Indian Affairs, and feveral other Gen
tlemen being prefent, in the Words following : .. 

" Children, 
" A_M glad to meet you at this Time, as are 
" likewiie the Commiffionens from the Ma.Da-
" chufets-Bay, who are now come hither to concur 
" with me upon the prefent Occafton ; and I taly e 
" this Opportunity to renew the ancient Covenant 
" Chain with you, in Behalf of this c.nd a!l his 
" Majefry's Governments in America, which you 
" know has always been kept bright and clcm, 
'' without any of the leaft Stain or R uft, and which 
" by this Belt I ftrengthen. [Gave a Belt. J 

" Children, My meeting you here, befides re
" newing the Covenant Chain, is with Intention 
" that vou fhould join your Force with ours, by 
" takin I" up the I-latchet againft our and your com
" mon Enemies the French, and their Indians ; 
" who have in a very unmanly Manner, by fculk
" _ing Parties, murdered in cold Blood, n1any of 
'' your Brethren in this and the Province or the 
'~ lv!affachufet' s-Bay. 

" This 
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" This Behaviour lays us under a N eceffity of 

" making Reprifals on them in like Manner, in 
" which I make no doubt of yq.ur A ffiftance ; and 
" we are rcfolved to take a thorough Revenge of 
" our and your perpetual Enen1ies, by reducing 
" the Country of Canada, that it may not be in 
" the Power of thefe perfidious, deceitful, and 
" cruel People, to do you or us any Injury for 
" the future: For which Purpofe all the neigllbour
" ing Colonies, -together with many Ships of War 
" and Soldiers from Great-Britain, are refolved to 
" unite their Force, and to attack Canada in all 
" Parts, both by Sea and Land ; and I make no 
'' doubt, yon will on this Occafion fhew yourfelves 
" dutiful Children, in joining heartily with us and 
" the Six Nations, in this glorious Enterprize; by 
" which you will not only gain Honour and Re
" nown, but alfo Safety and Profperity to your· 
" felves, your Wives, and Children for' ever after
" wards: And for which End I will furnifu your 
" fighting Men with Arms, Amtnunition, Cloath
'' ing, Provifions, and every Thing neceifary for 
" the War." [Gave a War-Belt.] 

On the 26th they gave their Anfwer, which was 
interpreted in the following Words; (the fame 
Perfons being prefent, that were when the Gover· 
nor's Speech was delivered to them.) 

Father, 
JJT E are glad to fee you ; and we are come to re

new the Covenant Chain, and make it faft and 
bright as ever, and free from Ruft, and as a c.foken 
thereof we give you this Belt. [Gave a Belt.] 

Father, Tou have told us what Mifchief the 
French have done, and what Murders upon the Chrif 
tians they have committed; therefore we declare from 
our Hearts, and not from our Lips only, that as yott 
have ordered us to jhed the Enemies Blood in ReturJJ 
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for what they have done, we are refolved to live and 
die with you in the common Cauft. 

When you Chrijlians are at War, you make Peace 
~with one another, but it is not Jo with us, therefort 
we depend upon you to take Care of uJ ; in Confidence 
of which, we now take up the Hatchet, and will 
make Ufe of it againft the French, and their Indians. 

[Gave a Belt with a Hatchet.] 

After their Anf wer they began the War-Dance, 
and his Excellency ordered a confiderable Prefent 
in Goods to be publickly given them. None of 
thefe are fufpeCled to be under French Influence. 

As there was no Advice of the Arrival of the 
Fleet, and no Plan of Operations agreed on in Cafe 
the Fleet did not arrive, the fupporting of about 
feven hundred Indians was a great Expence to his 
Excellency, for which he had no .A.llowance from 
the Province of New-York, or for any other Charge 
attending this Treaty : And as nuny of the Indi
ans, (above twenty) had got the Small-pox, it be
ing impraCticable to prevent their going into Town, 
or converfing with the Town's People, and the lJt
dians becoming uneafy by Reafon of the Sicknefs 
of many, and Death of fome; his Excellency 
thought it moft prudent to difmifs them as foon as 
poffible from this Place, and to give Orders to Mr. 
Johnfon, to fend out feveral Parties fron1 Scheneflade, 
or his own Settlement near the lower Mohawk 
Caftle, to harrafs the French Settlements in Canada ; 
and for that Purpofe delivered to him Cloathing, 
Arms and Ammunition, to be given to the fight
ing Men, as his Excellency had pron1ifed them 
whenever they entered on Service, and hnpowered 
him to furnifh them with Provifions, and whatever 
N eceffaries they fhould want~ 

Before they went, his Excellency fent to them, 
to defire them to leave their Sick, with a Promife 
to take all Care poffible of them, and that he would 

order 
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order Phyficians to attend them. They were very 
fenfible of this Kindnefs, and acknowledged it ; 
but not above two or three could be prevailed to 
ftay, who were fo ill that they could not be re
moved: All poffible Care was taken of the other 
Sick, in the Waggons which carried them to 
Scheneftade. 

On the 26th of September, the Captains Staats 
and Vromen, brought the Indians living on the 
Branches of the Sufquehannah River ; they came in 
the Indian Order, marching in a fingle Line one 
after the other, and as they paffed the Fort, fa
lured by a running Fire along the Line; which 
Salute the Governor ordered to be returned, by a 
Difcharge of fome Cannon from the Fort. 

On Monday the 8th of the fan1e Month his Ex·
cellency fpoke to them, telling them the Sub
ftance of what he had ordered to be faid to the 
Six Nations, and their Anfwer; and as this has 
been fet forth at Length before, it is needlefs to 
repeat what was then faid. The Reafon of his Ex
cellency's fpeaking to them in this Manner was, 
becaufe thefe Nations living on the Sufquehannah 
River and its Branches, are known to be Depen
dents on the Six Nations. 

The next Day they gave their Anfwer; the Gen
tlemen of the Council, the Comtniffioners for In
dian Affairs, the Corporation of Albany, the Officers 
of the four Independent Companies, and feveral 
Officers of the new Levies, and other Gentlemen 
being prefent, as they were when his Excellency 
fpoke to the Indians: Their Anfwer was publickly 
interpreted as as follows ; 

Brother of New-Tork, 
WE lirr.;e at Ohguago; what JVews you fend to 

the Six Nations is 1zot truly reported to us, nor 
what the Governor of Canada fends to them ; we have 
not been proper~] taken Notice of, nor timely acquaint

ed 
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ed with your Difign to treat with the Six Nations, 
till near the CJ'im8 that your Interview with them was 
over; otherwife we Jhould have readily come along 
with them, to hear what our Brother had to propoft 
to us ; and if we bad received earlier Notice, a much 
larger Number of our fighting Men would have come 
along with us: Our Settlements are fcattering, and 

, fome of them at a great Diflance from others, and many 
of our Men are from Home a hunting ; we have, 
bowever, fent the Belt of Invitation forward to thoft 
who live at a greater Di.ftance, that they may be able 
at the CJ'ime appointed, to come and join us in the War, 
as by your Belt we were dejired. 

Brother, Tou r eft er day informed us of what you 
had faid to the Six Nations, and their Anfwer; we 
are grieved that the Six Nations have not already 
made ufe of the Hatchet, but have hitherto kept it by 
them, and have not font out their young Men to re
venge the Murders which have been committed by the 
Enemy. 

We are refolved to make ufe of the Hatchet againft 
the French, to revenge the Injuries done to you and 
your People, our Brethren. 

We have received at <Times very different Kind ()f 
News from the Six Nations, fometimes it Jeemed as if 
the French would be Mafters; but it cannot be fo 2 

they are a deceitful People, and cannot be trufted; 
they make fair Promifes, and have no Intention to 
perform them; they flatter themfelves with Hopes to 
be Mafters, ,but they Jhall be difappointed; for we 
jhall keep the Hatchet firmly in our Hands, and are 
refolved to make Uft of it. 

We know feveral Roads that lead to Canada, we 
want to fee the Hatchet, that we may take it up. 

Upon which his Excellency threw down a 
Hanger, which the Speaker took up and began 
the War-Dance, and feveral others danced the fame 
after him. 

After 
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After which they defired his Excellency to take 

Care of thetn, as he had promifed. 

His Excellency returned them Thanks for their 

fo readily taking up the Hatchet; he faid, that he 

would prefently fet the War-Kettle over the Fire~ 

and provide them with every Thing necdfary for 

the War. His Excellency gave them a handfome 

Prefent in publ~ck for their Nations in general, and 

private Prefents to their principal Sachems ; one of 

which promifed, that after his return Home, he. 

would go round all the Indian Settlements, to in

vite them into the War againft the French, and their 

Indians ; and that he did not doubt to be able to 

bring fix hundred Men from the Indian Settlements 

on the Sufquehannah River and its Branches, to 

· n1arch at any Time, and to any Place, his Excel

lency fhould appoint, in order to join the Forces in

tended againft Canada ; in the mean Time they 

would caufe a Party of their Men to go out with 

his Men to fcour the Woods, and clear then1 of 

the French fculking Indians. 
About this Tin1e, a Serjeant of Capt. Li·uing~ 

fton's Cotnpany W(iS furprized and killed by a fculk

ing Party of French Indians: In ~ few Minutts af

ter the Account of this came to his Excellency, who 

happened to be dining at that Time in Capt. Wrex-

all' s Tent, fourteen of the Sufquehannah Indians 

were obferved running paft the Tent, in order to 

crofs the River, and meet the French Indians; 

which his Excellency obferving, and being appre

henfive that they might meet with fome of the 

Parties of the new Levies that were gone out for 

the fan1e Purpofe, and that they might be in Dan

ger of being attacked through Miftake ; he afk' d 

if any of the Guard which then attended, wot,.Ild 

voluntarily go along with the Indians? Two Men 

offered themfelves, who went with one who un

derftood the li1ditm Language, in order to prevent 

Miftakes. Happy it was that this Precaution was 

4 . taken; 
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taken ; for Capt. Fanning with a great' Part of his 
Company, having gone out with the fame·Intcn
tion of intercepting the French Indians, he difcover
ed this Party of our ];zdians, and taking the1n to 
be French Indians, he kept his Men under the Cover 
of fome Bullies, with their ... 1\rms ready to fire, 
expeCting the nearer Approach of the Indians; 
when one of the Chrifrians who were with them, 
obferving Capt. Fanning's Men, called out, and 
came up to Capt. Fanning when his Men were rea ;y 
to fire. None of the Parties that went out were 
able to difcover any of the Enemy. 

His Excellency afterwards fent out fixteen of 
thefe Indians, and cloathed them for that Purpofe, 
together with about fixty Men detached. from the 
Con1panies levied in the County of Albany, in order 
to fcour the \V oods, and to advance as far as the 
Lakes to gain Intelligence, by taking Prifoners or 
othet\vifc. Vvhile this Party was out, fome of the 
Indians fell fick, and the others being apprchenfive 
of the fame ~1isfortune, they return' d, after having 
been but a iCw Days in theW oods. His Excel
lency then perceiving the Uneafinefs the Indians 
\vcre under frorn the A pprehenfions of Sicknefs, 
found it neceilary to difmiis them all, on their Pro
mifc to return, whenever his Excellency fhould or
der, with all the Force they !hall be able to collect ; 
and which, they faid, as before obferved, might 
~nnotmt to fix hundred Men. TheN umber of In
diettJ that came at this Time fron1 the Sufquehmmah 
J~ivcr, confifted only of about fixty fighting Men, 
beildes old Men, Women, and Children: More 
had con1e near to Albany, but having there heard 
of the Small-pox and Sicknefs that was at Albany, 
and that n1~my of the Six Nations had catched the 
InfeB:ion, and feveral of thern were dead, they re
turned back. 

After the Six Nations left Alban.,,:, many of them 
were taken fick on their \V ay Hon1c, before thty 

reached 
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reached the Mohawk Caftles, and a confiderab]e 
N urn ber of the brifkeft young Men of the Mohawks 
died. This retarded the Execution of the Order 
given to Mr.'Johnfon, to fend out Parties to harrafs 
the French Settlements in Canada, though he ufed 
all the Means in his Power to effect it. While he 
was preffing them to this Purpofe, one of the Sa
chems who had promifed to head a Party from the 
Canajohary Caftle, faid, Tou feem to think that we 
are Brutes, that 'We have no Senfe of the Loft of our 
dearefl Relations, and fome of them the braveft Men 
we had i1t our Nation : Tou mufl allow us '.time to be .. 
wail our Misfortune. 

About ten Days before hig Excellency left Albany, 
a Party of upwards of feventy Men, confifting of 
fome of each Nation, went againft Ca11ada : Some 
Chriftians were of the Party to affift and direct, and 
to be vVitneffes of the Behaviour of the Indians. 
They were to avoid all the Lakes, and the uf ual 
Roads and Paffes to Canada, and were to go thro' 
theW oods over Mountains, that are feldom paffed, 
to prevent the Enemies difcovering them : But 
after thefe had been out, Capt. Butler's Son, to 
whom the chief DireCtion of this Party was com
n1itted, was ta.k.en ill of the Small-pox, and five 
of the Indians were obliged to return to carry him 
Home. Another fn1all Party was fent out to take 
Frifoners, and gain Intelligence at Crown-Point. _1\t 

the writing of this, it is not known what Succeis 
they have had. 

When the Six Nations had come as far as the 
lower Mohawk Caftle, in their return Home, they 
were met by about fix Men of their own Nations, 
who delivered a Meffage from Canada, which had 
been brought by the Inditm who was taken by the 
French at Crown Point, and carried to Canada. The 
Meffage was interpreted in the following Words : 
" 1,he Governor of Canada had called the Cahnu
~' aga Indians to him, and then con1plained to 

" them, 
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" them, that fome of the Six Nations, his Chi} .. 
" dren, had killed fome of his PeopJe : You all 
" know, he faid, that I am not hafty or paffionate, 
" but will rather bear a great deal than fhew Re
" fentlnent, wherefore I am refolved to pafs this 
" over ; but in the mean Time I muft defire you 
" to go among the Six Nations, to find out the 
" Reafon of this Proceeding, and to tell them, 
4-' that if any Thing like it happen again, I will 
~' make them ftnart : You may neverthelefs affure 
(;, my Children a of the Six Nations, that I love 
" and efteem them equally with the Cahnuagas, 
" or Shawendadies h, being of the fame Blood, 
~' And to convince them of tny Love, I now fend 
" back to them one of their )?eople that was taken 
" at Crown Point, without eating his Fleib. And 
" now Cahnuagas, my Children, I would not have 
" you fpill any more Blood fr01n Lllbany upwards, 
~' for I begin to pity their W eaknefs ; but turn 
" your Arms towards New-England, againft your 
(;' moft inveterate Enemies, there is the Place for 
" you to gain Honour now." 

'I~he Cahnuagas gave the following Anfwer to 
the Governor of Canada: Father, You are in the 
wro11g, to dejire us to go among the Six Nations for 
lntelbgence, or with Menpces; for fuch will only flir 
them up, and bring them and all their Allies (who are 
very 1ZUI1JeJous) upon )'OU, to dejlroy you at once. We 
know the;· are not to be bullied by your Words or ours, 
wherefore, Father, we mu.ft lea:ve )'OU to go througb 
this Work b)' )'OUr felf. . 

After having as above~ related what had paffed 
between them and the Governor of Canada, they 
fent the following Mdfage from themfelves. 

Brethren 

a The Governor of Ca11ada calls the Six NatimJ, (and all the 
]pdian Nations depending on him) Childrm, as the Governor of 
New-rork calls them Brethrm. 

b Another Settlement of Def~rters from the Six Natiom, and 
awelling near Montreal. . · 
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Brethret~ of the Six Nations, " We hear the Go .. 

" vernor of New-rork has invited you to meet 
" him ; we intreat you not to mind any Thing he 
" £hall fay, in order to fet you againft us ; for if 
" you do, you, as well as we, muit all die. Where
" fore, Brethren, we conjure you by all the Ties of 
" Fri~ndfhip fubfifting between us, to inform us of 
~' any Defign that is plotting againft us; and that 
" when any fuch Thing fhall be difcovered, you 
" will fend an Exprefs to Cadarackui •, where our 
" Fire always burns. 

'' Brethren, We fhall be glad to fee you next 
" Spring at Calmuaga, to hold a Council toge.: 
" ther, where you ihall be as fafe and welcome as 
'' ever. 

" Brethren, The Governor our Father, being in
" formed, that your Governor is railing Men to 
" come againft Canada, defires us to tell you, that 
" he has o;ze thoufand eight hundred Men at Crown 
" Point, ready to give them Battle; in which 
" Number, the Men of eight Caftles of the Uta
" wawas are included. 

" Brethren, Be not angry at our deftroying Sa
" raghtoga laft Fall ; Col. Schuyler dar'd us to it~ 
'' by faying he wifhed to· fee a French Army there : 

-" We gratified him in his Wifh.'' 
A Cahnuaga Indian was fent along with the Pri· 

foner that was reftored; but wh~n he c.ame near the 
Settlements of the Six Nations, his Heart fail'd 
him, and he fent the Prifoner forward by himfelf 
with the Meffage. ~ 

The Readinefs with which the Six Nations com
municated this Meffage, and the flight they in all 
Appearance put upon it, is fome Proof of their Sin
cerity in the Promifes they made to his Excellency ; 
neither from any Thing which has happened c~n it 
be fhewn, that they were not fincere. On the con-

trary, 

' A Frmch Fort oppofite to Ofowgo, and the Ea..q End of 
Cadnradui L~ke1 or Lake FrQnfenac~ 

191 



'Iht HrsToR Y if the 
trary, it appears by Mr. ']o!Jnfon's Letter to his Ex-

, cellency of the 2 r ft of OBober, that feveral Parties 
are now out againft the French; and that Mr. 'John
fon having received Orders frmn Col. Roberts, to 
fend as many Indians as poffible to join the Army, 
all the Mohawks, even their old eft Men, were fitted 
out and ready; and having fent to the upper 
Caftles at the fame Tin1e, they appeared fo hearty, 
that there would not have remained above three old 
Men in any of the next Caftles : And that Col. 
Robert s afterwards contradicting thefe Orders, they 
had appeared very uneafy on their being ftopt. It 
was not expected that they would enter into the 
War without us, or by themfelves, neither are 
they a People of fo little Thought, as to give any 
Reafon to expect it from them. 

When the Companies raifed in Penfylvania ar
rived at Albany, his Excellency was informed by 
their Captains, that Mr. r:rhomas Governor of that 
Province, had fent Conrad Weifer their publick In
terpreter, among the Sufquehannah Indians ; and 
that they exp~Cted his Arrival at this Place in a 
little 1'ime, with at leaft three hundred Indians. 
The Treaties with the India11s, which Mr. r:rhomas 
has publiilied, gave great Hopes of the Succefs that 
Interpreter would have; and thereby increafed the 
Difappointn1ent, when Mr. Weifer arrived a few 
Days before his Excellency left Albany, and did not 
br~ng one Indian with him. 

l-Iis Excellency Governor Clinton, had perhaps 
more Difficulties to ftruggle with on this Occafion, 
than any Governor of New-York had at any Time: 
The Si~ Nations had on feveral Occafions given 
Grounds of Mifrruft ; the Governor of Canada was 
attempting all the Means in his Power to divert 
their Affections from us ; the People of the County 
of Albany had for fome 1'ime pafl:, entertained a 
Diffatisfatlion in the ConduCt of the Commiffioners 
for India~ Affairli ; the Comn1iflioners themfclves 

were . 
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were divided in their Sentiments, and feveral of 
them refufed to attend their Meetings ; and they 
confeffed to his Excellency, that they had loft all 
Influence on the Indians; Mr. Gooch having de
dined the Command of the Forces at Albany, his 
Excellency was forced likewife to undertake a new 
and great Care, which he in no Manner expeCted 
when he left the City of New-rork, and which 
from many Incidents, was attended with many 
Difficulties. If thefe Things be duly confidered, 
and the Dangers his Perfon was in from the Infec
tion of two different Difeafes, which at that Time 
raged in the City of Albany, of which great Num
bers died during his Refidence there of near three 
Months ; none can doubt of his hearty Zeal for 
the Succefs of an Affair, in which the Safety and 
Profperity of all the Colonies in North .America, 
were immediate! y concerned. 

But as every one may not be fufficiently apprized 
of what Confequence the Six Nations being hearty, 
is to the Intereft of Great-Britain, it may be 
~ropcr to obferve, That though a Number of In
dians to march with the Army, which was intended 
to attack Canada, would be of great U fe in dif
covering and defeating the Ambuihes of the Ene
my's Indians, while they were every Day to be 
guarded againft by the Forces which were to march 
by Land, and would by their Incurfions into the 
Enemy's Country, terribly harafs them, and keep 
them from joining their Forces into any great Body 
to oppofe the Defign ; thefe are not the tnoft con
fiderablc Advantages might be gained from the Af
feCtion of the Six Nations at this Time, or any 
Time of War; for if the inland Extent of the Co
lonies from Nova Scotia to Geot-gia be confidered, 
and at the fame Time the numerous Indian Nations 
on the Continent of America, who may by the Ar
tifices of the French be induced to make Incurfions 
every where ; and the cruel Methods by which the 

0 Indians 
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Indians make Incurfions in fmall Parties, from the 
vafh Foreft which every where covers the Continent, 
and which in many Places is impenetrable ; it muft 
·evidently appear, that though the Englijh C~lonies 
be of n1uch fuperior Force in Nllmbers of Men, 
yet their Number would not be fufficient to protect 
their Frontiers from the Incurfions of the Indians in 
every Place: And, that while their Forces muft in 
this Cafe be divided and fcattered all over their 
Frontiers, it may be in the Power of the French in 
Ca1rada-, to invade with Succefs any Part of the 
Englijh Colonies. On the other Hand, if a proper 
Attempt were to be made by the Northern Colonies 
alone, without the Affiftance of their Mother Coun
try, but with the Affiftance of the Indians, _it would 
in all Appearance be fufficient to reduce Canada; 
for if the Indian Nations can be perfuaded to join 
heartily, (as from what is above related it feems 
probable they 1nay) it will be impoffible for the In
habitants of Canada to defend themfelves from the 
Incurfions of thefe nun1erous Indian Nations, and 
fron1 a Body of regular Troops at the fame Time. 
As the Frencb are very fenfible of thefe Advantages 
to he gain'd from the Friendfuip of the Indian N a
tions, they neglect no Means in their Power to pro
cure thetn: And it is to be hoped, that the North
ern Colonies will be no lefs affiduous in a Matter on 
which their Well-being at leaft depends. 

Some People wifh that the Indians 1nay remain 
neuter, and think it advifcable to purfue Meafures 
for that Purpofe, by which many horrid Barbarities 
would be prevented. No doubt this is to be 
wi!hed ; but can the Englijh Colonies by any Means 
be affured, that the French will be fincere in pre
ferving fuch a Neutrality? And if they be not fin· 
cere, we .!hall more certainly expofe ourfelves to all 
thefe Calamities, than we are now by Indians being 
engaged on both Sides. The Six J.lations are by 
their natural Inclinations, difpofed to War-like En-

" terprizes : 
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prizes: They never have been at Peace with all 
their Neighbours, fince they were known to Chrif-
tians. The Reputation they have gained among all 
the Indian Nations in North America, gives them 
an Influence in the Councils of every Nation. It 
may then be eafy for the French to turn this Difpo-
fition to War in the Six Nations, againft us, and 
by their Influence draw all the Indian Nations in 
North America upon us. The Genius of the Six 
Nations will not fuffer them to remain inactive, 
while" their Neighbours are at War. 

In the laft Place, it may not be improper to ob-
ferve at this Time, that though the Colonies to the _ 
Southward (and the Inhabitants of the Parts of the 
Northern Colonies, which are lefs expofed to the 
Incurfions of Indians) think ~hemfelves little con
cerned in Intereft, or in the Confequences of the 
prefent War ; yet if they would confider that the 
Northern Colonies are really their Frontiers, and 
that they defend the others from all the Calamities 
of a moil: barbarous War ; the Southern Colonies 
muft think that any Contribution of Men and Mo-
ney, which is expeCted from them, is an eafy Pur-
chafe of the Freedom from fuch Calamities, to 
which their Brethren are fubjetl:ed ; and that while 
they can follow their Occupations at Eafe, they are 
much better enabled to fupport the Experu::e of a 
War than theN orthern Colonies are, where the in
habitants are every Day in Danger of their Lives 
from a cruel Enemy, while at their daily and inno
cent Labours. If the Southern Colonies negleCt to 
keep theW ar at a Diftance from them, they may 
at an improper Time, become fenfible of the Evils 
their Brethren fuffer, and of their own Folly at the 
fame Time. 

New-Tork, Du. 2, 174-6. 
The Party of feventy Indians and Whites men

tioned in this 1'r~aty, did not g;o out together as 
0 2 was 
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was at firft intended, Sicknefs and other Incid~nts 
made it neceffary_ to alter the Meafures at firft pro
pofed. One Party -of thirty Indians and ten Whites 
went by themfelves·. Thefe fell upon a French 
Settlement on the North-fide of St.Lawrence River, 
about 1 o Leagues above Montrelll, and brought 
away eight French Prifoners, one of them a Cap
tain of Militia, and four Scalps. Another Party 
of nine Indians went to the Cahnuagas, under Pre
tence of continuing the Neutrality with them, they 
were introduced to the Governor of Montreal . un
der the fame Pretence, who made them Prefents : 
Their Defign was to gain what Intelligence they 
could, and after they had done this, they aCted 
their Part fo well, that they received feveral Let
ters, one from the Governor of Montreal, and 
others from confiderable Perfons to the Comman
dant of Fort St. Frederic at CrQwn Point. In their 
Way thither, by which they were to return Home, 
they furprized fome French in a fmall Fort, killed 
five, ·and brought away one Prifoner and one Scalp. 
They brought the French Prifoner and the Letters 
to the commanding Officer at A/bany, and informed 
him of what they had fcen and heard at Montrenl. 
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The CHARTER of CHARLEs II. 

of England, Scotland, France, and 

Ireland, K I N G, Defender of the 

Faith, &c. 

Unto W 1 L 1. I A M PEN N, Proprieta-ry and Go

vernor of the Province if Penfylvania. 

C El A R L E S, by the Gra<:e of G 0 D, King 

of England, Scotland, France, and IrelanJ~ 

. Defender of the Faith, &c .. To. all to whom 

theie Prefents ihall come, Greeting. WHERE

AS our trufty and well-beloved SubjeCt William 

Penn, Efq; Son and Heir of Sir William Penn de

ceafed, (out of a commendable Defire to enlarg~ 

our Euglijh Etnpire, and pr01note fuch ufeful Com

modities as may be of Benefit to us and our Do

minions, as alfo to reduce the favage Natives by 

gentle and juft Manners, to the love of civil Society 

and the Chriftian H.eligion) hath humbly befought 

Leave of us, to tranfport an ample Colony unto a 

certain Country herein after defcribed, in the Parts 

of America, not yet cultivated and planted ; and 

bath likewife fo humbly befought our Royal Ma

jefty to give, grant, and confirm all the faid Coun

try, with certain Privileges and J urifdiB:ions, re-

quifite for the good Government and Safety of the 

faid Country and Colony, to him and his Heirs for 

ever. 
S E C T. I. 

l{NOW YE THEREFORE, That we 

(favourina the Petition and good Purpofe of the 
t) 9 4 

faid 
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faid William Penn, and having Regard to the Me
mory and Merits of his late Father in divers Ser· 
vices, and particularly to his Conduct, Courage, 
and Difcretion under our deareft Brother 1 A ME S 
Duke of rork, in that fignal Battle and Vitlory 
fought and obtained againft the Dutch Fleet, com
tnanded by the Heer Van Opdam, in the Year 1665: 
In Confideration thereof, of our fpecial Grace, cer
tain Knowledge, and meer Motion) have given and 
granted, and by this our prefent Charter, for us, 
our Heirs ·and Succeffors, do give and grant unto 

. the faid · William Penn, his Heirs and Affigns, all 
that TraCt or Part of Land in America, with the 
Ifiands therein contained, as the fame is bounded on 
the Eaft by Del~+war River, from twelve Miles 
Diftance Northwards of Newca.ftle Town unto the 
three and fortieth Degree of Northern Latitude, if 
the faid River cloth extend fo far Northward : . But 
if the faid River !hall not extend fo far Northward, 
then by the faid River fo far as it cloth extend, and 
from the Head of the faid River the Eaftern Bounds 
are to be determined by a Meridian Line, to be 
drawn from the Head of the faid River, unto the 
fai~ forty -third Degree. The faid Land .to extend 
Weftward five Degrees in Longitude, to· be . com
puted from the faid Eaftern Bounds ; and the faid 
Lands to be bounded on the North by the Begin
ning of the three and fortieth Degree of Northern 
Latitude, and on the South by a Circle drawn at 
twelve Miles Diftance from Newcajile Northward, 
and W dl:ward unto the Beginning of the fortieth 
Degree of Northern Latitude, and then by a ftrait 
Line W eftwards to the Liil;lits of Longitude abov~
mentioned. 

S E C T. II . 
. W E do alfo give and grant unto the faid Wil

liam Penn, his Heirs and Affigns, the free and un
difturbed U fe and Continuance in, and Paffage unto, 
and out of all and fingular Ports, Harbours, Bays, 

yVaters, 
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Waters, Rivers, Iiles, and Inlets, belonging unto, 
or leading to and from the Country or Ifiands afore-
faid, and all the Soils, Lands, Fields, Woods. 
U nderwoods, Mountains, Hills, F enns, Hles, Lakes. 
Rivers, Waters, Rivulets, Bays, and Inlets, fitu-
ated or being within, or belonging to the Limits 
or Bounds aforefaid, together witQ the Fifhing of 
all Sorts of Fifu, Whales, Sturgeon, and all royal 
and other Fifhes, in the Seas, Bays, Inlets, Waters, 
or Rivers within the Premiffes, and all the Fi1h 
therein taken ; and alfo all Veins, Mines, Minerals, 
and ~arries, as well difcovered as not difcovered, 
of Gold, Silver, Gemms, and precious Stones, 
and all other whatfoever, be it Stones, Metals, or 
of any other Thing or Matter whatfoever, found 
or to be found within the Country, Ifies, or Limits 
aforefaid. 

S E C T. III. 
A N D him, the faid William Penn, his Heirs and 

Affigns, we do by this our Royal Charter, for us, our 
Heirs and Succeffors, make, create, and conftitute, 
the true and abfolute Proprietary of the Country 
aforefaid, and of all other the Premiffes: Saving al
ways to us, our Heirs and Succeffors, the Faith and 
Allegiance of the faid William Penn, his I-Ieirs and 
Affigns, and of all other Proprietaries, Tenants, and 
Inhabitants, that are or fhall be within the Territories 
and PrecinCts aforefaid ; and faving alfo, unto us, 
our Heirs and Succeffors, the Sovereignty of the 
aforefaid Country, to have, hold, poifefs, and en
joy the faid Tract of Land, Country, Iiles, Inlets, 
and other the Premiffes, unto the faid William Penn, 
his Heirs and Affigns, to the only proper U fe 
and Behoof of the faid William Penn, his Heirs 
and Affigns, for ever, to be holden of us, our 
Heirs and Succeffors, Kings of England, as of 
our Caftle of Windfor in our County of Berks, in 
free and common Soccage, by Fealty only for all 
Services, and not in Capite or by Knights Service : 

Yield-
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Yielding and paying therefore to us, our Heirs and 
Succefiors~ two Beaver-!kins, to be delivered at our 
Caftle of Windfor on the firft Day of January in 
every Year ; and alfo the fifth Part of all Gold and 
Silver Oar, which ihall from Time to Time hap· 
pen to be found within the Limits aforefaid, clear 
of all Charges. And of our further Grace, cer
tain Knowledge, and meer Motion, we have thought 
fit to ereCt, and we do hereby ereCt the afordaid 
Country and Iilands into a Province and Seignorie, 
and do call it PENSYL V ANIA, and fo from 
henceforth will have it called. 

SECT. IV. 
AND forafmuch as we have hereby made and 

ordained the aforefaid William Penn, his Heirs and 
Affigns, the true and abfolute Proprietaries of all 
the Lands and Dominions aforefaid. K.N 0 W YE 
THERE F 0 RE, That we ( repofing fpecial 
Truft and Confidence in the Fidelity, Wifdom, 
Juftice, and provident CircumfpeB:ion of the faid 
William Penn) for us, our Heirs and Succeffors, do 
grant free, full, and abiolute Power (by Virtue of 
thefe Prefents) to him and his Heirs, tu his and 
their Deputies, and Lieutenants for the good and 
happy Government Qf the faid Country, to ordain, 
make, and enaCt:, and under his and their Seals to 
publilh any Laws whatfoever, for the raifing of 
Money for publick Ufes of the faid Province, or 
for any other End, appertaining either unto the 
publick State, Peace, or Safety of the faid Coun
try, or unto the private Utility of particular Per
fans, according unto their beft Difcretion, by and 
with the Advice, Affent, and Approbation of the 
f"'reemen of the faid Country, or the greater Part 
of them, or of their Dekgates or Deputies, whom 
for the enacting of the faid Laws, when, and as 

· often as Need fhall require, we will that the faid 
William Penn and his Heirs, fuall affemble in fuch 

Sort 
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Sort and Form, as to him and them fhall feem beft, 
and the fame Laws duly to execute, unto and upon 
all People within the faid Country and Limits 
thereof. 

SECT. V. 
AND we do likewife give and grant unto the 

faid William Penn, and to his Heirs, and their De
puties and Lieutenants, full Power and Authority, 
to appoint and eftablifh any Judges and Juftices, 
Magiftrates and other Officers whatfoever, for what 
Caufes foever, (for the Pro bates of Wills, and for 
the granting of Adminiftrations within the Precincts 
aforefaid) and with what Power foever, and in fucb. 
Form, as to the faid William Penn or his Heirs, 
fhall feem moft convenient : Alfo to reznit, releafe, 
pardon, and abolifb (whether before Judgment or 
after) all Crhnes and Offences whatfoever, com
mitted within the faid Country, againft the faid 
Laws, (Treafon and wilful and malicious Murder 
only excepted, and in thofe Cafes to grant Re
prieves, until our Pleafure may be known therein) 
and to do all and every other Thing and Things, 
which unto the corn pleat Eftabli!hment of J uftice 
unto Courts and Tribunals, Forms of Judicature, 
and Manner of Proceedings do belong, although 
in thefe Prefents exprefs Mention be not made 
thereof; and by Judges by them delegated, to 
award Procefs, hold Pleas, and determine in all 
the faid Courts and Tribunals all ACtions, Suits, 
and Caufes whatfoever, as well criminal as civil, 
perfonal, real, and mixt ; which Laws fo, as afore
faid, to be publifhed, our Pleafure is, and fo we 
enjoin, require, and com1nand, fhall be moft abfo
lute and available in Law; and that all the Liege 
People and SubjeCts of us, our Heirs and Succef
fors, do obferve and keep the fame inviolably in 
thofe Parts, fo far as they concern them, under the · 
Pain therein expreffed, er to be expreffed. PR 0-

VlDED 
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V ID E D neverthelefs, That the farr.e Laws be 
confonant to Reafon, and not repugnant or LOn

trary, but (as near as conveniently n1ay be) agree
able to the Laws and Statutes, and Rights of this 
our Kingdom of England, and faving and rtferving 
to us, our Heirs and Succeifors, the receiving, hear
ing, and determining of the Appeal and Appeals 
of all or any Perfon or Perfons, of, in, or belong
ing to the Territories aforefaid, or touching any 
Judgment to be there made or given. 

SECT. VI. 
AN D forafmuch as in the Government of fo 

great a Country, fudden Accidents do often hap
pen, whereunto it will be neceffary to apply Reme
dy before the Freeholders of the faid Province, or 
their Delegates or Deputies can be affembled to the 
n1aking of Laws ; neither will it be convenient that 
inftantly upon every fuch emergent Occafion, fo 
great a Multitude fhould be called together: There
fOre (for the better Government of the faid Coun
try) we will, and ordain, and by thefe Prefents, 
for us, our Heirs and Succeffors, do grant unto 
the faid William Pemz and his Heirs, by themfelves, 
or by their Magiftrates and Officers, in that Behalf 
duly to be ordained as aforefaid, to make and con
iHtute fit and wholefome Ordinances, from Time 
to Time, within the faid Country to be kept and 
obferved, as well for the Prefervation of the Peace, 
as for the better Government of the People there 
inhabiting; and publickly to notify the fan1e to all 
Perfons, whom th~ fame cloth or may any Ways 
concern. Which Ordinances cur Will and Pleafure 
is, fuall be obferved inviolably within the faid Pro
vince, under the Pains therein to be expreffed, fo 
as the faid Ordinances be confonant to Reafon, and 
be not repugnant nor contrary, but (fo far as con
veniently may be) agreeable with the Laws of our 
Kingdom of F.1zgland, and fo as the faid Ordinances 

·· ·- be 
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be not extended in any Sort to bind, change, or 
take away the Right or Intereft of any Perfon or 
Perfons, for or in their Life, Members, Freehold, 
Goods, or Chattles. And our farther Will and 
Pleafure is, That the Laws for regulating and go
verning of Property within the faid Province, as 
well for the Defcent and Enjoyment of Lands, as 
likewife for the Enjoyment and Succeffion of Goods 
and Chattles, and likewife as to Felonies, ihall be 
and continue the fame, as they fhall be for the 
Time being, by the general Courfe of the Law in 
our Kingdom of England, until the faid Laws fhall 
be altered by the faid William Penn, his Heirs or 
Affigns, and by the Freemen of the faid Province, 
their Delegates or Deputies, or the greater Part of 
them. 

S E C T. VII. 
AND to the End that the faid Wtlliam Penn, or 

his Heirs, or other the Planters, Owners, or Inha
bitants of the faid Province, n1ay not at any Time 
hereafter (by MifconftruCl:ion of the Power afore
faid) through Inadvertency or Defign, depart from 
that Faith and due Allegiance, which by the Laws 
of this our Realm of England, they and all our 
SubjeCts, in our Dominions and Territories, always 
owe to us, our Heirs and Succeifors, by Colour of 
any Extent or Largenefs of Powers hereby given, 
or pretended to be given, or by Force or Colour of 
any Laws hereafter to be made in the faid Province, 
by Virtue of any fuch Powers; 0 U R farther 
Will and Pleafure is, That a Tranfcript or Dupli
cate of all Laws, which fhall be fo as aforefaid made 
and publi!hed within the faid Province, fhall within 
five Years after the making thereof, be tranfmitted, 
and delivered to the Privy Council, for the Time 
being of us, our Heirs and Succeffors: And if any 
of the faid Laws within the Space of fix Months 
.after that they fhall be fo tranf1nitted and delivered, 

4 be 
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be declared by us, our Heirs and Succefrors, in our 
or their Privy Council, inconfiftent with the Sove
reignty, or lawful Prerogative of us, our Heirs or 
Succeffors, or contrary to the Faith and Allegiance 
due to the legal Government of this Realm, from 
the faid William Penn, or his Heirs, or of the 
Planters and Inhabitants of the faid Province, and 
that thereupon any of the faid Laws ·fhall be ad
judged and declared to be void by us, our Heirs 
and Succeffors, under our or their Privy Seal, that 
then and from thenceforth, fuch Laws, concerning 
which fuch Judgment and Declaration 1hall be . 
made, fhall become void : Otherwife the faid 
Laws fo tranfmitted, 1hall remain, and ftand in full 
Force, according to the true Intent and Meaning 
thereof. 

S E C T. VIII. 
FURTHERMORE, that this new Colony 

may the more happily increafe, by the Multitude 
of People reforting. thither; Therefore we, for us, 
our Heirs and Succeffors, do give and grant by 
thefe Prefents, Power, Licence, and Liberty un 
to all the Liege People and Subjects, both prefent 
and future, of us, our Heirs and Succefiors, (ex
cepting thofe who fuall be efpecially forbidden) to 
tranfport themfelves and Families unto the faid 
Country, with fuch convenient Shipping as by the 
Laws of this our Kingdom of England they ought 
to ufe, and with fitting Provifion, paying only the 
Cuftoms therefore due, and there to fettle them
felves, dwell and inhabit, and plant, for the pub
lick, and their own private Advantage. 

S E C T. IX. 
AND FURTHERMO RE, that our Sub

jeCts may be the rather encouraged to undertake 
this Expedition with ready and chearful Minds, 
~N 0 \V YE, That we, of our fpecial Grace, cer-

. - tain 
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tain Knowledge, and mt're Motion, do give and 
grant by virtue of thefe :Prefents, as well unto the 
faid William Penn, and his Heirs, as to all others 
who fhall from time to ti1ne repair unto the faid 
Country, with a Purpofe to inhabit or trade with 
the Natives of the faid Country, _full Licence to 
lade and freight in any Ports whatfoever, of us, our 
He.irs and Succeffors, according to the Laws made, 
<>r to be made within our Kingdom of England, and 
unto the faid Country, by them, their Servants or 
Affigns, to tranfport all and fingular their Goods, 
Wares and Merchandizes, as likewife all Sorts of 
Grain whatfoever, and all other Things whatfoever, 
neceffary for Food or Clothing, not prohibited by 
the Laws and Statutes of our Kingdom and Domi
nions to be carried out of the faid Kingdom, with
out any Let or Moleftation of us, our Heirs or 
Succeffors, or of any of the Officers of us, our 
Heirs or Succeffors ; faving always to us, our Heirs 
and Succeffors, the legal Impofitions, Cuftoms, or 
other Duties and Payments, for the faid Wares and 
Merchandizes, by any Law or Statute due, or to 
be due to us, our Heirs and Succeffors~ 

SECT. X. 

AND we do further, for us, our Heirs and 
Succeffors, give and grant unto the faid William, 
Penn, his Heirs and Affigns, free and abfolute 
Power, to divide the faid Country and !!lands into 
Towns, I-Iundreds and Counties, and to ereCt and 
incorporate Towns into Boroughs, and Boroughs 
into Cities, and to make and conftitute Fairs and 
Markets therein, with all other convenient Privi
leges and Immunities, according to the Merits of 
the Inhabitants, and the Fitnefs of the Places, and 
to do all and every other Thing and Things touch
ing the Premifes, which to him or them fhall feen1 
meet and requifite; albeit they be fuch, as of their 
own Nature might otherwife require a more fpecial 

4 Com-
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Cotnmandment and W atrant, than In thefe Pre· 
fents is expreffed, 

S E C T. XI. 
'\V E will alfo, and by thefe Prefents, for us, our 

Heirs and Succeifors, we do give and grant Licence 
by this our Charter, unto the faid William Penn, 
his Heirs and Affigns, and to all the Inhabitants 
and Dwellers in the Province aforefaid, both pre
fent and to come, to import or unlade, by them
felves or their Servants, Factors, or Afiigns, all 
Merchandizes and Goods whatfoever, that fhall arife 
of the Fruits and Commodities of the faid Province, 
either by Land or Sea, into any of the Ports of us, 
our Heirs or Succeffors, in our Kingdom of Eng
land, and not into any other Country whatfover: 
And we give him full Power to difpoie of the faid 
Goods, in the faid Ports; and if need be, within 
one Year next after the U nlading of the fame, to lade 
the faid Merchandize and Goods again into the fame 
or other Ships, and to tranfport the fame into 
any other Countries, either of our Dominions or 
foreign, according to Law; provided always, that 
they pay fuch Cuftoms and Impofitions, Subfidies 
and Duties for the fame, to us, our Heirs and Sue· 
ceffors, as the reft of our SubjeCts of our Kingdom 
of England, for the 'fime being, fhall be bound to 
pay, and do obferve the Atts of Navigation, and 
other Laws in tha~ Behalf made. 

S E C T. XII. 
AND FUR'rHERMORE, of our ample 

and fpecial Grace, certain Knowledge, and mere 
Motion, we do, for us, our Heirs and Succeffors, 
grant unto dle faid William Penn, his Heirs and 
Affigns, full and abfolute Power and Authority, 
to make, ereCt, and conftitute, within the faid Pro
vince~ and the Iiles and Inlets aforefaid, fuch and 
fo many Sea·ports, I-Iarbours, Creeks, Havens, . - . - ·- K 

eys, 
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Keys, and other Places, for Difcharging and 1Jn
lading of Goods and Merchandizes out of the 

Ships, Boats, and other Veffels, and landing them 

unto fuch and fo n1any Places, and with fuc;:h 

Rights, J urifdiB:ions, Lib~rties and Privileges unto 

the faid Ports belonging; as to hin1 and them fhall 

feem moft expedient ; and that all and fingular the 

Ships, Boats, and other Veffels, which 1ball come 

for -Merchandiz~ and Trade into the faid Province, 

or out of the fan1e, ihall b~ laden or unladen only 

at fuch Ports as finll be created and conitituted by 
the faid William Pemz, his Heirs or .1\.ffigns, (any 
Ufe, Cuftom, or Thing to the contrary notv.;ith

ftanding.) Provided, that the f1id fV:lliam Penn9 

and his Heirs, and the Lieutenants and Governors 

for the Time being, ihall admit and receive in, and 

about all fuch Havens, Ports, Cr.._eks and Keys, all 

Officers and their Deputies, who ihall fron1 'Time to 

Time be appointed for that Purpofe by the Farmers 

or Commiffioners of our Cuftoms for the Time being. 

S E C T. XIII. 

AND we do further appoint and ordain, and 

by thefe Prefents, for us, our Heirs and Succeffors; 

we do grant unto the faid Willi£m Penn, his Heirs 

andAffigns, That he, the faid Willian Penn, hisHeirs 

alid Affigns, n1ay from time to time for ever, have 

and enjoy the Cuftotns and SubGdies, in the Ports, 

Harbours, and other Creeks and Places aforefaid, 

w~thin the Province aforefaid, payable or due for Mer

chandize and Wares there to be laded and unladed, 

the fa id Cufl:o1ns and Subildies to be reafonably . 

affeffed upon any Occafion, by themfelves and the 

People there as aforeLid to be affe1nbl~d, to whom 

we give Power by thefe Prefents, for us, our Heirs · 

and Succeffors, upon juft Caufc and due Proportion 

to afiefs and impofe the fame ; f1ving unto us, our 

Iieirs and Succcifors, fuch Impofitions and Cuftoms, 

as by Act of Parliament are and iball be appointed. 
p SECT4 
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SECT. XIV. 
AND it is our farther Will and Pleafure, That 

the faid William Penn, his Heirs and Affigns, fhall 
from Time to Time conftitute and appoint an At
torney or Agent, to refide in or near our City of 
London, who fhall make known the Place where 
he fhall dwell, or may be found, unto the Clerks 
of our Privy -Council for the Time being, or one 
of them, and fhall be ready to appear in any of 
our Courts at Weflminfter, to anfwer for any Mifde
meanor that fhall be con1mitted, or by any wilful 
Default or Neglect: permitted by the faid William 
Penn, his Heirs or Affigns, againft the Laws of 
Trade and Navigation ; and after it fhall be afcer
tained in any of our faid Courts, what Damages 
we or our Heirs or Succeffors .!hall have fuftained 
by fuch Default or N egleB:, the faid William Penn, 
his Heirs or Affigns, fhall pay the fame within one 
Year after fuch Taxation, and Demand thereof, 
frmn fuch Attorney; or in cafe there 1hall be no 
fuch Attorney by the Space of one Year, or fuch 
Attgrney !hall not make Payment of fuch Damages 
within the Space of a Year, and anfwer fuch other 
Forfeitures and Penalties within the faid Time, as 
by the ACts of Parlian1ent in England are and ihall 
be provided, according to the true Intent and 
Meaning of thefe Prefents ; then it !hall be lawful 
for us, our Heirs and Succeffors, to feize and re
fume the Government of the faid Province or Coun
try, and the fame to retain until Payment fhall be 
made thereof: But notwithftanding any fuch Seizure 
or Refumption of the Government, nothing con
cerning the Propriety or Ownerfhip of any Lands, 
Tenements, or other Hereditaments, or Goods or 
Chattles, of any of the Adventurers, Planters, or 
Owners, other than the refpettive Offenders there, 
{hall any ways be affected or molefted thereby. 

SECT. 
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SECT. XV. 
PROVIDED always, and our Will and Plea· 

fure is, That neither the faid William Penn, nor 
his Heirs, or any other. the Inhabitants of the faid 
Province, !hall at any Time hereafter have or main
tain any Correfpondence with any other King, Prince~ 
or State, or with any of their SubjeB:s, who ihall 
then be in War againfl: us, our Heirs and Succef
fors ; nor fuall the fa1d William Penn, or his Heirs, 
or any other Inhabitants of the faid Province, make 
War, or do any AB: of Hoftility againft any other 
King, Prince, or State, or any of their Subjects~ 
who fuall then be in League or Amity with us~ 
our Heirs and Succeifors. 

SECT. XVI. 

AND, becaufe in fo remote a Country, and 
fituate near many barbarous Nations, the Incurfions 
as well of the Savages themfelves, as of other Ene
mies, Pirates and Robbers, may probably be fear
ed; Therefore we have given, and for us, our 
Heirs and Succeffors, do give Power by thefe Pre
fents to the faid William Penn, his Heirs and Affigns, 
by themfelves or their Captains, or other their Offi
cers, to levy, m uiler and train all Sorts of Men, 
of what Condition foever, or wherefoever born, in 
the faid Province of Penjilvania for the Time being, 
and to make War, and to purfue the Enemies and 
Robbers aforefaid, as well by Sea as by Land, even 
without the Limits of the faid Province, and by 
God's Affiftance to vanquHh and take them, and 
being taken to put them to Death by the Law of 
War, or to fave them at their Pleafure, and to do 
all and every other Thing which unto the Charge; 
and Office of a Captain-General of an Army be
longeth, or hath accuftomed to belong, as fully and 
freely as any Captain-General of an Army hath 
ever had the fame. 

p 2 SECT. 
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SECT. XVII. 
AND FURTHERMORE, of our fpecial 

Grace, and of our certain Knowledge and 1nere 
Motion, we have given and granted, and by thefe 
Prefents, for us, our Heirs and Succeffors, do give 
and grant unto the hid William Pemt, his Heirs and 
Affigns, full and abfolute Power, Licence and Au
thority, that he, the faid V?illiam Penn, his Heirs 
and Affigns, from time to time hereafter for ever, 
at his or their own vVill and Pleafure may afilgn, 
alren, grant, demife, or enfeoff of the Premifies 
fo many and fuch Parts and Parcels to him that fhall 
be willing to purchafe the fame, as they ihall think 
fit, to have and to hold to them the faid Perfon and 
Perfons willing to take and purchafe, their Heirs 
and Amgns, in Fee-fimple or Fee-t1il, or for the 
rrerm of Life, Lives or Years, to be held of the 
faid fVilliam Penn, his Heirs or Affigns, as of the 
faid Seigniory of Windfor, by fuch Services, Cuf
toms or Rents, as fhall feem meet to the faid lVil
liam Penn, his Heirs or Affigns, and not immedi
ately of tls, our Heirs or Succeifors. 

S E C T. XVIII. 
.A.l ~ D to the fame Perfon or Perfons, and to 

all a1 d every of them, w~ do give and grant by 
thef(.: Prefcnts, for us, our Heirs and Succeilors, 
LiccJ~ce, Authority and .1-'owcr, that fuch Perion 
or PtTfons may take the .Premiifes, or any Parcel 
thereoi~ of the aforefaid ff/illiam Pe;m, his 1-:leirs or 
Affigns, and the fame hold to themfd ves, their 
l-Ieirs and Affigns, in wlut Efrate of Inheritance 
foever, in Fee-fimplc or in Fee-tail, or othcrwife, 
as to him, the iaid William Penn, his Heirs or J...f
iigns, iball fcen1 expedient: T'he Statute made 
in the Parliament of E D JY ..d P D, Son of King 
HE J.V R r, late King of England, our Predeccffor, 
(commonly called 'lhe Stat;tte Q!JIA EMPTOREs 

T:ERRAR U ~:r, 
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TERRARUM, lately publifhed in our Kingdom of 
England) in any wife notwithfranding. 

SECT. XIX. 
AND by thefe Prefents we give and grant Li

c::nce unto the faid William Penn, and his I-Ieirs, 
and likewife to all and every fuch Perfon or Perfons 
to whom the faid V/illiam Penn, or his Heirs, fhall 
at any Time hereafter grant any Eftate or Inheri
tance as aforefaid, to erect any Parcels of Land 
within the Province aforefaid into Manors, by and 
with the Licence to be firil: had ancl obtained for 
that Purpofe, under the Hand and Seal of the faid 
fVilliam Pemz, or his Heirs; and in every of the 
faid Manors to have and to hold a Court-Baron, 
with all things whatfoever which to a Court-Baron 
do belong, and to have and to hold View of Frank
Pledge for the Confervation of the Peace, and the 
better Government of thofe Part~, by themfelves 
or their Stewards, or by the Lords for the Time 
being of the Manors to be deputed when they fhall 
be ereCted, and in the fame to ufe all T'hings be
longing to the View of Frank-Pledge. AND we 
do further gr.:1nt Licence and Authority, 1-.hat every 
fuch Perfon or Perfons who fhall ere.:t: any fuch 
M1nor or Manors, as aforefaid, fhall or Inay grant 
all or any Part of his faid Land to any Perfon or 
Perfons, in Fe~-fimple, or any other Efrate of In
heritance to be held of the faid M1nors refpeCtively, 
fo as no farth~r Tenure ihall be created, but that 
upon all further or other Alienations thereafter to 
be tnade, the faid Lands fo aliened fhall be held of 
the fame Lord and his Heirs, of w horn the Aliener 
did then before hold, and by the like Rents and 
Services which were before due and accuftomed. 

SEC ·r. XX. 
AND FURTHER our Pleafure is, and by 

thcfe Pr~fents, for us, our Heirs and Succeffi)rs, 
P .3 we 

213 



~he His 'toR Y of tht 
we do covenant and grant to and with the faid William 
Penn, his Heirs and Affigns, That we, our Heirs and 
Succeifors, fhall at no Time hereafter fet or n1ake, or 
caufe to be fetor made, any Impofition, Cuftom, or 
otherTaxation, Rate or Contribution whatfoever, in 
and upon theDwellers and Inhabitants of the aforefaid 
Province, for their Lands, Tenements, Goods or,. 
Chattles within the faid Province, or in and upon any 
Goods or Merchandizes within the Province, or to be 
laden or unladen within the Ports or Harbours of the 
faid Province, unlefs the fame be with the Confent of 
the Proprietary, or chief Governor, or Affembly, 
or by l1.Ct of Parliarnent in England. 

SECT. XXI. 
AND our Pleafure is, and for us, our lleirs 

and Succeifors, we charge and command, That 
this our Declaration fhall from henceforth from Time 
to Time be received and allowed in all our Courts, 
and before all the Judges of us, our Heirs and Suc
ceffors, for a fufficient lawful Difcharge, Payment 
and Acquittance ; commanding all the Officers and 
Minifters of us, our Heirs and Succeffors, and en
joining them upon Pain of our higheft Difpleafure. 
that they do not prefume at any Time to attempt 
any thing to the contrary of the Premiffes, or that 
do in any fort withftand the fame, but that they be 
at all Times aiding and affifting, as is fitting to the 
faid William Penn, and his Heirs, and unto the In
habitants and Merchants of the Province aforefaid, 
their Servants, Minifters, F aCl:ors, and Affigns, in 
the full Ufe and Fruition of the Benefit of this our 
Charter. 

SECT. XXII. 
AND our farther Pleafure is, and we do here

by, for us, our Heirs and Succeffors, charge and 
require, . That if any of the Inhabitants of the faid 
Province, to the N urn ber of Twenty, fhalJ at any 
Time hereafter be defirous2 and ihall by ~ny Writ-

ing, 
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ing, or by any Perfon deputed by them, fignify 

fuch their Defire to the Bifhop of London for the 

TiLne being, That any Preacher or Preachers, to 

be approved of by the faid Bifhop, may be fent 

unto them for their Inftruttion ; That then fuch 

Preacher or Preachers £hall a,nd n1ay refide with· 

in the faid Province, without any Denial or Mo

leftation whatfover. 

S E C T. XXIII. 

AND if perchance hereafter any Doubt or ~ef

t ion !hould arife, concerning the true Senfe and 

Meaning of any Word, Claufe, or Sentence con

tained in this our prefent Charter, we will, ordain, 

and corn m and, That at all Times, and in all Things, 

fuch Interpretation be made thereof, and allowed 

·in any of our Courts whatfoever, as fhall be ad

judged m oft advantageous and favourable unto the 

faid William Penn, his Heirs and Affigns: Provid

ed always no Interpretation be admitted thereof, 

by which the A1legiance due unto us, our Heirs 

and Succeifors, may fuffer any Prejudice or Din1i

nution ; although exprefs Mention be not made in 

thefe Prefents of the true yearly Value, or Cer

tainty of the Premiife~ or any Part thertof, or of 

other Gifts and Grants made by us and our Pro

genitors or Predeceifors unto the faid William·Penn: 

Any Statute, Act, Ordinance, Provifion, Procla

mation, or Reftraint heretofore had, made, pub~ 

lifhed, ordained, or provided, or any other Thing, 

Caufe or Matter whatfoever, to the contrary thereof 

in any wife notwithftanding. IN WITNESS 

whereof we have caufed thefe our Letters to be 

made Patent: Witnefs OUR SELF, at We.ftmin-

fler, the Fourth Day of March, in the three and 

thirtieth Year of our Reign. Annoque Domini One 

'l'houfand Six Hundred and Eighty-one. 
By Writ of Privy Seal, 

PIG OTT. 
p 4 

The 
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The F R. A M E of the Government of the 
Province of PeJ?fi!vania inAmerz'ca: Together 
with certain LAWS agreed upon inEngland. 
By the Governor and divers Freen1en of th~ 
aforefaid Province. To be further explain
ed and continued there, Qy the fidl Provincial 
Council that iliall be held, if they fee meet. 

The P R E F A C E. 

W HEN the great and wife G 0 D hc.d made 
the World, of all his Creatures it pleafed hhn 

to chufe Man his !Jeputy to rtt!e it ; and to fit him 
for fo great a Charge and Trzjl, he did 1zot only qua
lify him with Skill and Power, but with l1Ztegrity to 
ufe them juflly. 'Ibis native Goodnefs was equally bis 
J{onour mzd his Happinefs; and ·whiljl he flood here, all 
VJmt well ; tbcre was 110 need of coercive er ccm
pzt!/i"v•e Means ; the Precept of divine Love and Trut(.J 
·in his Bofom was the Guide and Keeper of his hmo
~ency. f!ut Lufl prevailing agai;fl Duty, made a 
l~mzentab!e Breach upon it ; and tbe Law, that had 
before no Pcu•er over l1im, took place upon him and 
his dijobedient Pc.ftcrity, that fuch as would not live 
~·o 1ifon77able to the hcly Law witbin, jhould fall under 
the R.tproof and Correftion of the jufl Law without, 
in a judicial Adminijlration. 

T11JS the /lpcftle teaches in dh·ers of his Epiflles: 
T'he Law (/a)'s he) was acidcd becaufe of Tranf
grdTion : In another Place, ~ .. .r1owir~g that the La'V 
\v;:;.s not made for the righteous .J:vlan ; but for the 
difobedient and ungod]y, for Sinners, for unholy 
~nd prophant, for l\1urclercts, for \Vhoremongers, 
for tl~e1-: ~ th::..t defile themfdvl·s with l\1:mkind, and 
for .. /!en 1tecders, for Liars, for perjured Perfons, 
0'c. But tbis is :;ot all, he otJe,-:s and c4rries the 
?vL!t!er of Goruernme;;t a lt.ttltJ further: Let every 
S~ql Le fubjc...tt to the higher Powers ; for there i~ 
t ... 4 ~ • 

?. pq 
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no Power but of GOD. The Powers that be are 
ord:1in~d of G 0 D : Whofoever therefore reiifteth 
the Power, refifteth the Ordinance of G 0 D. For 
Rulers are not a 1"'error to good VV orks, but to 
e¥il : Wilt thou then not be afraid of the Power ? 
do that which is good, and thou fhalt have Praife 
of the fame.-He is the Minifter of G 0 D to thee 
for good.-Wherefore ye muft needs be fubjecr, 
n_ot only for \7\[ rath, but for Confcience fake. 

'I' If IS fettles the divine Right of Government be
yond Exception, aud that for two Ends: Fir.ft to terrify 
evil Doers ; Secondly to cherifh thofe that do well; 
u;hich gives Go"'·enzment a Life beyond Corruption, 
(l,.nd makes it as durable in the Word, as good Afen 
Jball be. So that Government feems to me a Part of 
Religion itfelf, a 'I'hing facred in its Inftitution aud 
End. For if it does not direftly remove the Caufe, it 
crujhes the Effetls of Evil, and is as fuch (though a 
lower yet) an Enza;wtion of the fame divine Power, 
that is both Author and Objea of pure Religion ; the 
D£fference lying here, that the one is more free and 
mental, the other more corporal and compu!Jive in its 
Ope~·atious: But that is only to evil Doers ; Gcvern
m~nt itfelf being other·wife as capable of K.indnefs, 
Coodnefs, and Charity, as a more private Societ_y. 
'!'hey weakly err, that think the;·e is no other Ufe of 
c;overnment than Correftion, which is the coarfeft 
Part of ii: Daily Experience tells us, that the Cart 
and Regulatic;z of many other Affairs, more foft and 
daily necejfary, make up much the greatefl Part of 
Government; and which mujt have followed the Peo
pling of the World, had AJam never fell, mzd will 
continue among Men on Earth under the higheft At
tainments they may arrive at, by the coming of the 
blejfed Second Ad am, the L 0 R D from Iieave:t. 
'Ihus much of Government in general, as to its Rife 
and End. 

FOR particttl~r Frames and Models, it will be
fO'@e m~ to fay little ; and comparatively I V.)i/l fay 

· nothing. 
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nothing. .iWJ Reafons are: Firft, 'Ihat the Age is 
too nice and difficult for it ; there being nothi11g the 
Wits of Men are more bufy and divided upon. 'Tis 
true, they feem to agree in the End, to v. it, Happi-
nejs ; but in the Means they differ, as to divi:1e, fo to 
this human Felicity ; and the Cauft is much the famt, 
not always Wa1zt of Light and Knowledge, but Want 
of Ujing them rightly. Men fide with their Pajjions 
againjJ their Reafon, and their fini.fter Interefts have 
fo flrong a Biafs upon their Minds, that they lean to 
them againfl the good of the things they know. 

s~condly, I do not find a Model in the World, that 
fJ:'ime, Place, and fome fingular Emergencies have not 
neceffarily altered ; nor is it eafy to frame a civil Go
'Oernment, that Jhall ferve all Places alike. 

Thirdly, I know what is faid by the feveral Ad
mirers of Monarchy, Arifi:ocracy, and Democracy, 
which are the Rule of one, a few, and many, and 
are the three common Ideas of Government, whe1t 
Men difcourfe on that Subjeft. But I chufe to folvc 
the Controverfy with this fmall Diflintlion, and it be
longs to all three: Any Government is free to the 
People under it ( whateruer be the Frame) where the 
!Jaws rule, and the People are a Party to thofe 
Laws; and more tha11 this is Cfjramry,. Oligarchy, or 
Confujion. 

B U'r Lafi:ly, when all is [aid, there is hardly one. 
FTame of Government in the World fo ill dfjigned by 
its fir.ft Founders, that in good Hands would not do. 
well enough ; and Story tells us, the beft in ill ones 
can do nothing that is great or good; Witnefs the. 
Jewi!h and Roman States. Governments, like Clocks, 
go from the Motion Men give them ; and as Govern
ments are made and mo1;ed by Men, fo by them they 
are ruined too. Wherefore Governments rather depend 
upon Men, than Men upon Governments. Let Men 
be good, and the Government can't be bad ; if it be 
ill, they will cure it. But if Men be biJd, let the 

· Govern~ 
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Government be 1zever fo good, they wzll endeavour to 
warp and Jpoil it to their '!'urn. 

I know fomc Jay, Let us have good Laws, and no 
matter for the Me;1 that execute tbem: But let them 
confider, 'fb.?t though good Lc'lL·s do well, good Men, 
do better: For good Laws may want good Men, and 
be abclijhed or evaded by ill Men ; but good Men will 
never want good Laws, nor Juffer ill ones. ''I'is true, 
good Laws have J(Jme awe upon ilt Minifiers, but 
that is where they have no Power to efcape or abolifo 
them, and the People are generally wife aud good: But' 
a loofe and depraved People (which is to the f!J-teft;o·1 j 
love Laws and an Adminiftration like themfelves. '!'hat 
therefore which makes a good CoPjfitution, muft keep 
it, viz. Men of Wifdom and Virtue, fj(yalities, that 
becaufe they defcend not with ·worldly Inheritances, 
mu.ft be carefully propagated by a ·virtuous Educati()n 
of Youth; for ~vhich After-Ages ·will owe more to 
the Care a11d Prudence of Founders and the Juccejfive 
Magiflracy, than to their Parents for tbeir prh.:ate 
Patrimonies. 

CJ'HESE Conjideratio11s of the Weight of Govern-
ment, and the nice and various Opimci7S about it, 
made it uneafy to me to think of publ~fhing tJJe enfuing 
Frame and conditional Laws, forefeeing, both the 
Cenfures they will meet with from Men of differing 
Humours and Engagements, aud the Occajion they may 
give of Difcourfe be)•ond my Dejign. 

BUCJ' next to the Power of ]{ea.ffity, (u,hicb is a 
Solicitor that will take no Denial) this mduced me t() 
a Compliance, that we have (with Revere11ce to GOD 
and good Confcience to Men) to the beft of our Skill., 
contrived and compofed the FRAME and LA vV S 
of this Governn1ent, to the great End of all Go .... 
vermnent, viz. To fupport Power in Reverence 
with the People, and to fccure the People from the 
Abufe of Power ; that they may be free by their juft 
Obedience, and the Magi.ftrates honourable for their 
jufl Admini.ftration : For Libert)' 1.?.;ithout Obedience is 

Confufio;?, 
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Confufion, and Obedience without Liberty is Slavery. 
To carry this Evennefs is partly owing to the Confli
tution, and partly to the Magiflracy: Where either 
of theft fail, Gcvermnent will be fubjeft to Convul-
jions; but where both are wanting, it muft be totally 
fubverted: 'rhen where both meet, the Government is 
like to endure. Which I humbly pray, and hope GOD 
will pleafe to make the Lot of this of Penfilvania. 
Amen. 

WILLIAM PENN. 

'The FRAME, &c. 

T O ALL PEOPLE, To whom thefe Prc
fents !hall come. W I-I E R E A S King 

CHARLES the Second, by his Letters Patents, 
under the great Seal of England, for the Confider
ation therein n1entioned, hath bf'en graciouily pleaftd 
to give and grant unto n1e JVillia111 Pemz (by the 
Name of JVil!ianz Penn, Efq; Son and I-Ieir of Sir 
lVilliam Pemz dcceafed) and to n1y Heirs and Af
figns for ever, all that Tract of Land, or Province 
called Penji!vania, in America, with divers great 
Powers, Preheminences, Royalties, J m ifdiEtions, 
and Authorities, neceffary for the Well-being and 
Government thereof: NOVI KNOW YE, That 
for the \Vell-be.ing :md Government of the faid Pro
vince, and for the Encouragement of all the Free
p1en and Pb.ntc.rs that may be therein concerned, in 
Purfuance of the Powers afore-mentioned, I the 
faid Wzlliam Penn have declared, granted and con
firmed, and by thefe Prefents, for me, rny Heirs 
and Affigns, do declare, grant and confinn unto 
all the Freemen, Planters and Adventurers, or: in 
and to the iaid Province, theic Liberties, Franchifcs, 
and Properties, to be held, enjoyed and kept by 
the Freemen, Plant~rs and Inhabitants of the faid 
Province of FenfiJvania for ever. 

I rvi P R I M I S. 
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IMP R I M IS. 
T f-IAT th~ Government of this Province fhall, 

according the Powers of the Patent, confift of the 

Governor and Freem~n of the faid Province, in 

Form of a Provincial Council and General Affem

bly, by whorn all Laws ihall be made, Officers 

chofcn, and publick Affairs tranfacted, as is here

after refpeB:ively declared. r:Jbat is to jf1)', 

II. 
THAT the Freemen of the faid Province ihall 

on the twentieth Day of the twelfth Month, which 

ihall be in this prefent Year One 'fhoufimd Six hun

dred Eight;· and 'I' wo, meet and affemble in fome 

fit Place, of which timely Notice fhall be before

hand given by the Governor or his Deputy, and 

then and there ihall chufe out of then1felves SE

VENTY-1 wo Perfons of moft Note for their Wif

dom, Virtue and Ability, who fhall meet on the 

tenth Day of the firft l\1onth next enfLring, and 

always be called and aCt as the provincial Council 

of the faid Province. 
III. 

T 1-I AT at the firft Choice of fuch provincial 

Council, one third part of the faid provincial Coun

cil fhall be chofen to ferve for three Years then next 

enfuing, one third part for two Years then next 

enfi1ing, and one third part for one ·year then next 

following fuch Election, and no longer ; and that 

the fa1d third part fl1all go out accordingly: And 

t"m the twentieth Day of the twelfth Month as afore

faid, yearly for ever afterward, the Freemen of 

the faid Province fhall in like Manner meet and 

affemble together, and then chufe TwENTY-FOUR 

Perfons, being one third of the faid Number, to 

ferve in provincial Council for three Years: It be

ing intend d, that one third part of the whole pro

vinci~l Council (always confifting, and to confift 
of 
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of ieventy- two Perfons, as aforefaid) falling off 
yearly, it fhall be yearly fupplied by fuch new 
yearly Elections, as aforeiaid ; and that no one Per
fan ihall continue therein longer than three Years : 
And in cafe any Member fhall deceafe before the 
laft EleCtion during his Time, that then at the next 
EleCtion enfuing hi5 Deceafe, another fhall be chofen 
to fupply his Place for the remaining Time he was 
to have ferved, <!nd no longer. 

IV. 
THAT after the firfr feven Years, every one 

of the faid third parts that gocth yearly off, fhall be 
uncapable of being chofen again for one whole 
Year following : 1 hat fo all may be fitted for Go
vernment, and have Experience of the Care and 
Burden of it. 

V. 
THAT the provincial Council in all Cafes and 

Matters of Ivl nnc 1t, as their arguing upon Bills 
to be pafl into Laws, erecting Courts of J uftice, 
giving J udgmcnt upon Criminals impeached, and 
Choice of OfEcers, lil fuch Manner as is herein after
mentioned; not lefs than two-thirds of the whole 
provincial Council !hall make a ff<_,uorum; and that 
the Confent not Approbation of two-thirds of fuch 
§(,uorum fhall be had in all fuch Cafes and Matters 
of Moment. And moreover, that in all Cafes and 
Matters of lefier f\,10lnent, twenty-four Members 
of the faid provin"ial Council fhall1nake a §(_,uorum, 
the Majority of which twenty-four fhall and may 
always determine in fuch Cafes and Caufes of leffer 
M01nent. 

VI. 
THAT in this provincial Council the Gover

nor, or his Deputy., !hall or n1ay always prefide, 
and have a trcblt: Voice ; and the faid provincial 
Council fhall always continue, and fit upon its 
own Adjourn meets and Committees. 

VII. 
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VII. 
· THAT the Governor and provincial Council 

!hall prepare and propofe to the general Affetnbly 
hereafter mentioned, all Bills, which they fhall at 
any Time think fit to be paffed into Laws within 
the faid Province ; which Bills fuall be publifhed 
and affixed to the moft noted Places in the inha
bited Parts thereof, thirty Days before the Meet
ing of the general Affembly, in order to the palling 
them into Laws, or rejeCting of them, as the ge
neral Affembly fhall fee meet. 

VIII. 

THAT the Gove:nor and provincial Council 
fuall take care, that all Laws, Statutes and Ordi
nances, which fuall at any Time be made within 
the faid Province, be duly and diligently executed. 

1~. 

THAT the Governor and provincial Council 
fuall at all Times have the Care of the Peace and 
Safety of the Province, and that nothing be by any 
Perfon attempted to the Subverfion of this Frame 

;{)[ Government. 
X. 

THAT the Governor and provincial Council 
fhall at all Times fettle and order the Situation of 
all Cities, Ports, and l\1arket-Towns in every 
County, modelling therein all publick Buildings, 
Streets, and Market-Places, and fhall appoint all 
nece.ffary Roads and Highways in the Province. 

XI. 
THAT the Governor and provincial Council 

fuall at all Times have Power to infpeet the Ma
nagement of the publick Treafury, and punifh thofe 
who fhall convert any Part thereof to any other 

4 Ufc, 
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Ufe, than what bath been agreed upon by the Go
vernor, provincial Council, and general Affen1bly. 

XII. 
THAT the Governor and provincial Council 

fhall erect and order all publick Schools, and en
courage and reward the Authors of ufeful Sciences 
and laudable Inventions in the faid Province. 

XIII. 
THAT for the better Management of the Powers 

and Truft aforefaid, the provincial Council ihall 
from time to time divide itfelf into four difrintt 
and proper Committees, for the more ea[y Admini
ftration of the Affairs of the Province, which divides 
the Seventy-two into four Eighteens, every one of 
which Eighteens fhall confift of fix out of.each of 
the three Orders or yearly Elections, each of which 
fhall ha-ve a diftinB: Portion of Bufinefs, as follow
eth: Fir.ft, a Committee of Plantations, to fituate an .I 
fettle Cities, Ports, and Market-Towns, and High
ways, and to hear and decide all Suits and Contro
verfies relating to Plantations. Secondly, a Com
mittee of Juftice and Safety, to fecure the Peace 
of the Province, and punifh the Male-Adn1iniilra,
tion of thofe who fubvert J uftice to the Prejudice 
of the publick or private Intereft. crhirdly, a Com
n1ittee of Trade and Treafury, who fhall regulate 
all Trade and Commerce according to Law, ei
courage Manufacture and Country-Growth, and 
defray the publick Charge of the Province. And 
Fourthly, a Comn1ittee of Manners, Education, 
and Arts, that all wicked and fcandalous Living 
n1ay be prevented, and that Youth may be fuc
ceflively trained up in Virtue and ufeful Knowledge 
and Arts: The §Z,uorum of each of which Com
lnittees being fix, that is, two out of each of the 
three Orders or yearly EleCtions, as aforefaid, make 
a confrant a':ld ftanding Council of TwENTY-FouR, 

which 
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which will have the Power of the provincial Coun-
cil, being the f!gorum of it, in all Cafes not ex-
cepted in the fifth Article ; and in the faid Com
mittees and franding Council of the rovince, the 
Governor or his Deputy fhall or may prefide, as 
aforefaid ; and in the Ab fence of the Governor or 
his Deputy, if no one is by either of them ap
pointed, the faid Committees or Council ihall ap-
point a Prefident for that Time, and not other-
wife ; and what fhall be refolved at fuch Commit-
tees, !hall be reported to the faid Council of the 
Province, and fhall be by thetn refolved and con
firmed before the fame fhall be put in Execution ; 
and that thefe refpeB:ive Con1mittees fhallnot fit at 
one and the fame Time, except in Cafes of N ecef-
fity. . 

XIV . . 
AND, to the End that all Laws prepared by 

the Governor and provincial Council aforefaid, n1ay 
yet have the more full Concurrence of the Free
men o( the Province, it is. declared, granted, and 
confirmed, That a.t the Time and Place or Places 
for the Choice of a provincial Council as aforefaid, 
the faid Freemen fhall. yearly chufe Members to 
ferve in a general A£fe1nbly as their Reprefentatives, 
not exceeding two hundred Perfons, who fhall yearly 
ineet fro1n the twentieth Day of the fecond Month, 
which ihall be in the Year One Thoufand Six Hun-
dred Eighty and Three following, in the capital 
Town or City of the faid Province, where during 
eight Days the feveral Members may freely confer 
with one another ; and, if any of them fee meet, 
with a Com1nittee of the provinci;al Council (con
lifting of three out of each of the four Comm~ttees 
aforefaid, being twelve in all) which !hall be at that 
Time, purpofely appointed to reGeive frmn any of 
them Propofals for the Alterations or Amendrr:ent 
of any of the faid propofed and promulo-ated B1lls: 
.. A.nd on the ninth Day from their fo meeting, the 

· . ~ Q fuhl 
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faid general Affembly, after Reading over the pro
pofed Bills by the Clerk of the provincial Council1 

and the Occafions and Motives for them being 
opened by the Governor or his Deputy, fhall give 
their Affirmative or Negative, which to them ieem
~th beft, in fuch Manner as herein after is exprefs' d. 
But not lefs than two-thinla fhall make a ff<gorunz 
in the Paffing of Laws, and Choice of fuch Offi
cers as are by them to be chofen. 

XV. 
THAT the Laws fo prepared and propofed as 

aforefaid, that are aifented to by the general Affem• 
bly, 1hall be enrolled as Laws of the Province, with 
this Stile: By the Governor, with the Affint and Ap
probation of the Freemen in provincial Council and ge
neral Affimbly. 

XVI. 
THAT, for the better Eftabli1hment of the Go

vernment and Laws of this Province, and to the 
End there may be an univerfal SatisfaCtion in the 
Laying of the Fundamentals thereof; the general 
Affembly fhall, or may for the firft Year, confift 
of all the Freemen of and in the faid Province, and 
ever after it 1hall be yearly chofen as aforefaid ; 
which Number of two hundred 1hall be enlarged 
as the Country fhall encreafe in People, fo as it do 
not exceed five hundred at any Time: The Ap
pointment and Proportioning of which, as alfo the 
Laying and Methodizin~ of the Choice of · the pro
vincial Council and general Affe1nbly in future 
Times, moft equally to the Divifions of the Hun
dreds and Counties, which the Country ihall here
after be divided into, ihall be in the Power of the 
provincial Council to propofe, and the general Af
fembly to refolve. 

XVII. 
TI-IAT the Governor and the provinCial Coun

cil 1hall erett from time to tin1e ftanding Courts of - · · -· --· · - - · J uftice, 
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Juftice, in fuch Places and Number as they fball 
judge convenient for the good Government of the 
faid Province. And that the provincial Council 
fhall on the thirteenth Day of the firft Month yearlv, 
elect and prefent to the Governor or his Deputy,' a 
double Number of Perfons, to ferve for Judges, 
,.freafurers, Mafters of Rolls, within the faid Pro
vince for the Year next enfuing ; and the Freemen 
of the faid Province in the County -Courts, when 
they .fhall be ereCted, and till then in the general 
Affe1nbly, fhall on the three and twentieth Day of 
the fecond Month yearly, eleCt and prefent to the 
Governor or his Deputy, a double Number of Per
fons to ferve for Sheriffs, J uftices of the Peace, 
and Coroners, for the Year next enfuing ; out of 
which refpeCl:ive EleB:ions and Prefentments, the 
Governor or his Deputy ihall non1inate and com
miffionate the proper Number for each Office the 
third Day after the faid Prefentments ; or elfe the 
firft named in fuch Pre.fentment for each Office, 
fhall ftand and ferYe for that Office the Year en-
fuing. 

XVIII. 
BUT forafmuch as the prefent Condition of 

the Province requires fome itn1nediate Settlement, 
and admits not of fo quick a Revolution of Offi
cers ; and to the End the faid Province may, with 
all convenient Speed, be well ordered and fettled, I 
William Penn do therefore think fit to nominate 
.and appoint fuch Perfons for Judges, Treafurers, 
Mafters of the Rolls, Sheriffs, J uftices of the Peace, 
and Coroners, as are moft fitly qualified for thofe 
Employtnents; to whom I fhall make and grant 
Commiffions for the faid Officers, refpeCtively, to 
hold to them to whom the fame ihall be granted, 
for fo long Time as every fuch Perfon fha!l well 
behave himfelf in the Office or Place to h1m re
fpeetively granted, and no longer. An? upon the 
Deceafe or Difplacing of any of the frud Officers, 

Q..2 the 
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the fucceeding Officer or Officers ihall be chofen as 
aforefaid. 

XIX. 
THAT the generaLAffembly fuall continue fo 

long as may be needful to impeach Crin1inals fit to 
be there impeached, to pafs Bills into Laws that 
they ihall think fit to pafs into Laws, · and till fuch 
Time as the Governor and provincial Council ihall 
declare that they have nothing further to propofe 
unto then1 for their Afftnt and Approbation : And 
that Declaration £hall be a Difmifs to the general 
Affembly for that time; which general Affembly 
£hall be notwithftanding capable of affembling to
gether upon the Summons of the provincial Coun
cil, at any Time during that Year, if the faid pro
vincial Council fhall fee Occafion for their fo affem
bling. 

XX. 
THAT all the Elections of Members or Re

prefentatives of the People to ferve in provincial 
Council and general Affembly, and all OEefl:ions 
to be determined by both or either of them, that 
rr late to pafiing of Bills into Laws, to the Choice 
of Officers, to Impeachtnents made by the general 
Atfembly, and Judgrnent of Criminals upon fuch 
Impeachments by the provincial Council, and to 
all other Cafes by them refpeB:ivdy judged of Im
portance, fhall be refolved and determined by the 
Ball9t ; and unlefs on fudden and indifpenfible Oc
cafions, no Bufinefs in provincial Council, or its 
refpeClive Committees, fhall be finally determined 
the fame Day that it is moved. 

XXI. 
TFIAT at all times, when, and fo often as it 

ihall happen that the Governor fhall or may be an 
Infant under the Age of one and twenty Years, 
znd no Guardians or Commiffioners are appointed 
in \Vriting by the Father of the faid Infant, or that 

· fuch 
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· fuch Guardians or Commiffioners fhall be deceafed; 

that during fuch Minority, the provincial Council 
:£hall· from Time to Time, as they :£hall fee meet, 
conftitute and appoint Guardians or Comn1ifiioners, 
not exceeding three; one of which three fuall pre
fide as Deputy and chief Guardian, during fuch 
Minority, and fuall have, and execute, with the 
Confent of the other two, all the Power of a Go
vernor, in all the publick'Affairs and Concerns of 
the faid Province. 

XXII. 
THAT as often as any Day of the Month 

mentioned in any Article of this Charter, fhall fall 
upon the firft Day of the Week, commonly called 
the Lord's Day, the Bufinefs appointed for that 
Day fuall be deferred till the next Day, unlefs in 
cafe of Emergency. 

XXIII. 
I 

THAT no AB:, Law, or Ordinance whatfo-
ever, fhall at any time hereafter be made or done 
by the Governor of this Province, his Heirs or 
Affigns, or by the Freetnen in the provincial Coun
cll, or the general Affembly, to alter, change or 
ditninilh the Form or EffeCt of this Charter, or any 
Part or Claufe thereof, or contrary to the true In
tent and Meaning thereof, without the Confent of 
the Governor, his I-Ieirs or Affigns, and fix Parts 
of feven of the faid Freen1en in provincial Council 
and general Aifembly. 

XXIV. 
AND LASTLY, That I the faid WilliamPenn, 

for myfelf, my I-Ieirs and Affigns, have folemnly 
declared, granted, and confirmed, and do he_reby 
folemnly declare, grant, and confirm, That neither 
I, my Heirs nor Affigns, fi1all pro~ure. or ~o any 
Thing or Thiogs, whereby the L1bert1es 1n th1s 

~3 Charter 
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Charter contained and expreffed fhall be infringed 
or broken ; and if any Thing be procured by any 
Perfon or Perfons contrary to thefe Premiffes, it 
fhall be held of no Force or Effect. IN WIT
NE SS whereof, I the faid William Penn have unto 
this prefent Charter of Liberties fet my Hand and 
broad Seal, this five and twentieth Day of the fecond 
Month, vulgarly called April, in the Year of our 
LORD One 'Ihoufand Six Hundred and Eighty-two. 

W ILLIAM PENN. 

LAWS agreed upon in England, &c. 

I. 

T HAT the Charter of Liberties, declared, 
granted, and confirmed the five and twentieth 

Day of the fecond Month, called April, 1682, be
fore divers Witneifes, by William Penn, Governor 
and chief Proprietor of Penjilvania, to all the Free
rntn and Planters of the faid Province; is hereby 
declared and approved, and 1hall be for ever held 
for Fundamental in the Government thereof, accord
ing to the Limitations mentioned in the faid Charter, 

II. 
THAT every Inhabitant in the faid Province,. 

that is or ihall be a Purchafer of one hundred Acres 
of Land, or upwards, his Heirs and Affigns, and 
every Perfon who fl1al1 have paid his Paffage, and 
taken up one hundred Acres of Land at one Penny 
an Acre, and have cultivated ten Acres thereof; 
and every Perfon that hath been a Servant or Bonds
man, and is free by his Service, that fhall have 
taken up his fifty Acres of Land, and cultivated 
twenty thereof; and every Inhabitant, Artificer, or 
other Refident in the faid Province, that pays Scot 
and Lot to the Government, fhall be deemed and 

ac-
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accounted a Freeman of the faid Province.: And 
every fuch Perfon fhall and may be capable of eleCt-
ing, or being eleCted Reprefentatives of the People 
in provincial Council or general Affen1bly in the 
faid Province. 

Ill. 
THAT all EltB:ions of Members, or Rep re· 

fcntatives of the People and Freemen of the Pro
vince of Penjilvania, to ferve in provincial Council
or general Affembly to be held within the faid Pro
vince, fhall be free and voluntary : And that the 
Elector, that fhall receive any Reward or Gift, in 
Meat, Drink, Monies, or otherwife, fhall forfeit 
his Right to elect; and fuch Perfon as !hall direCt
ly or indiretl:ly give, promife, or beftow a.ny fuch 
H.eward as aforefaid, to be eleCted, fuall forfeit his 
EleCtion, and be thereby incapable to ferve as afore
faid : And the provincial Council and general Af
fembly fhall be the foie Judges of the Regularity 
or Irregularity of the EleCtions of their own ref pec
tive Members. 

IV. 
THAT no Money or Goods !hall be raifed 

upon, or paid by any of the People of this Pro
vince by way of publick Tax, Cuftom, or Contri
bution, but by a Law for that Purpofe made ; and 
whofoever ihall levy, colleCt, or pay any Money 
or Goods contrary thereunto, fhall be held a pub
lick Enemy to the Province, and a Betrayer of the 
Liberties of the People thereof. 

V, 
THAT all Courts fuall be open, and J uftice 

fuall neither be fold, denied, nor delayed. 

VI. 
THAT in all Courts, all Perfons of all Perfua

fions may freely appear in their own Way, and ac· 
cording to their own Manner, and there perfonally 
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plead their own Caufe themfelves; or if unable, 
by their Friend : And the firft Procefs iball be the 
Exhibition of the Complaint in Court, fourteen 
Days before the Trial ; and that the Party com
plamed againft may be fitted for the fame, he or 
fhe fhall be fummoned, no Iefs than ten Days be
fore, and a Copy of the Complaint delivered him 
or her, at his or her Dwelling-houfe. But before 
the Complaint of any Perfon be received, he fhall 
folemnly declare in eourt, That he believes in his 
Confcience his Cattle is juft. 

vrr. 
THAT all Pleadings, Proceffes, and Records 

in Court fhall be fhort, and in Englijh, and in an 
ordinary and plain Character, that they may be un-
derftood, and J uftice fpeedily al1?1iniftred. · 

VIII. 
THAT all Trials fhall be by twelve. Men, and 

as near as may be, Peers or Equals, and of the 
Neighb~mrhood, and 1\Jlen without juft Exception 
in Cafes of Life, there fuall be firft twenty-four re
turned by the Shcrifrs for a Grand Inqueft, of whom 
twelve at leaft !hall find the Complaint to be true; 

' ·and then the twelve Men, or Peers, to be like :vife 
_ returned by the Sheriff, fhall have the final J udg ... 
ment. But reafonable Challenges fhall be always 
admitted againft the faid twelve Men, or any of 
them. 

IX. 
THAT all Fees in all Cafes fhall be moderate, 

and fettlcd by the ptovincial Council ana general 
Affembly, and be hung up in a Table in every re
fpeCl:ive Court; and whofoever .fhall be conviCted 
of taking IJ10re, ihall pay two-fold, and be difmiffed 
his Em ployn1ent, one Mo:ety of which fhall go to 
the Party wronged~ 

X. 
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X. 
THAT all Prifons fhall be Work-houfes for 

Felons, Vagrants, and loofe and idlePerfons; whereof 
one fhall be in c;very County. 

XI. 
THAT all Prifoners fhall be bailable by fuffi 

cient Sureties, unlefs for capital Offences, where the 
Proof is evident, or the Pr~fun1ption great. 

XII. 
THAT all P.erfons wrongfully imprifoned or 

profecuted at Law, iliall have double Damages 
againft the Infonner or Profecutor. 

XIII. 
THAT all Prifons fhall be free as to Fees, Food, 

and Lodging. 
XIV. 

THAT all Lands and Goods fhall be liable to 
pay Debts, except where there is legal Iffue, and then 
all the Goods, and one third of the Land only. 

XV. 
THAT all Wills in Writing atteftcd by two 

Witne.ffes, fhall be of the fame Force, as to Lands, 
as other Conveyances, being legally pr.oved within 
forty Days, either within or without the fajd Pro
vince. 

XVI. 
THAT feven Years quiet Poffeffion 1hall give 

an unqueftionable Right, except in Cafes of Infants, 
Lunaticks, married Women, o.r Pcrfons beyond 
the Seas. 

XVII. 
THAT all Briberies and Extortions whatfoever, 

fhaH be feverely punifhed. 
XVIIi, 
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XVIII. 

THAT all Fines fhall be moderate, and faving 
Mens Contenetnents, Merchandize, or W ainage. 

XIX. 
THAT all Marriages ( not forbidden by the 

Law of God, as to Nearnefs of Blood and Affinity 
by Marriage) ihall be encouraged; but the Parents 
or Guardians iliall be firil: coniulted, and the Mar
riage ihall be publi!hed before it be folemnized ; 
and it ihall be folcmnized by taking one another as 
Hufoand and Wife, before credible Vvitneffes, and 
a Certificate of the whole, under the Hands of Par
ties and Witneifes, iliall be brought to the proper 
Regifter of that County, and fhall be regifi:red in 
his 0 ffice. " 

XX. 
AND to prevent Frauds and vexatious Suits 

within the faid Pr0vince, that all Charters, Gifts, 
Grants, and Conveyances of Land, (except Leafes 
for a Year or under) and all Bills, Bonds, and Spe
cial ties above jive Pounds, and not under three 
Months, made in the faid Province, fhall be en
rolled or regiftred in the publiclc Enrolment-Office 
of the faid Province, within the Space of two 
Months next after the Making thereof~ elfe to be 
void in Law. And all Deeds, Grants, and Con
veyances of Land (except as aforefaid) within the 
faid Province, and made out of the faid Province, 
iball be enrolled or regiftrcd as aforefaid, within fix 
Months next after the 1\tlaking thereof, and fettling 
and conftitt ting an Enrolment-Office or Regiftry 
within the fa id Province, elfe to be void in Law againft 
all Perfons whatfoever. 

XXI. 
T H AT all Defacers or Corrupters of Charters, 

Gifts, Grants, Bonds, Bills, Wills, ContraCts, and 
Conveyances, or that fhall deface or falfify any En· 
rolment, Regiftry or Record within this Province, 

fhall 
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. !hall make double Satisfa4ion for the fame; half 
whe:eo~ fhall ~o to the Party wronged, and they fl1all 
be difinlifed ot all Places of Trufr, and be publickly 
difgraccd as falfe Men. 

XXII. 
THAT there fhall be a Regifter for Births, Mar· 

riages, Burials, Wills, and Letters of Adminiftra
tion, diftinCl: from the other Regiftry. 

XXIII. 
THAT there £hall be a Regifter for all Servants, 

where their Names, Time, Wages, and Days of Pay
ment !hall be regiftred. 

XXIV. 
THAT all Lands and Goods of Felons fhall be 

liable to 1nake Satisfaction to the Party wronged 
twice the Value ; and for Want of Lands or Goods, 
the Felons fhall be Bondmen to work in the common 
Prifon or W ork-houfe, or otherwife, till the Party 
injured be fatisfied. 

XXV. 
T I-I AT the Eil:ates of capital Offenders, as Traf

tors and Murderers, fuall go one third to the next of 
kin to the Sufferer, and the Remainder to the next of 
~in to the Criminial. 

XXVI. 
THAT all Witneffes, coming or called to tef· 

-tify their Knowledge in or to any Matter or Thing 
in any Court, or before any lawful Authority within 
the faid Province, !hall there give or deliver in 
their Evidence or Teftimony by fole1nn1y pro:ni
fing to fpeak the Truth, the whole Truth, and no
thing but the Truth, to the Matter or Thing in 
Qlleftion. And in cafe any Perfon fo called to 
Evidence, !hall be convicted of wilful Falfhood, 
fuch Perfon fhall fuffer and undergo fuch Damage 
or Penalty, as the Perfon or Perfons againft whom 
he or fhe bore falfe Witnefs, did or !hould under
go ; and fha.U alfo make Satisfaction to the Party 

· wronged, 
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wronged, and be publickly expofed as a falfe Wit
nefs, never td be credited in any Court, or before 
any· Magiftrate in the faid Province. 

XXVII. 
.l\.ND to the end that · all Otficers chofen to 

ferve within this Province, may with more Care and 
Diligence anfwer the Truft repofed in them, it is 
agreed, That no fuch Perfon .fhall enjoy more than 
one publick Office at one Time. 

XXVII L 
THAT all Children within this Province of the 

Age of twelve Years, 1ha11 be taught fome ufeful 
Trade or Skill, to the end none may be idle, but 
the Poor may work to live, and the Rich, if they 
become poor, may not want. · 

XXIX. 
Tf-1 AT Servants be not kept longer than their 

Titne, and fu<!:h as are careful, be both juftly and 
kindly ufed in their Service, and put in fitting Equi
page at the Expiration thereof, according to Cuftom. 

XXX. 
'T I-f AT all fcandalous and malicious Reporters, 

Backbiters, Defamers, and Spreaders of falfe News, 
whether againft Magiftrates or private Perfons, 
fhall be accordingly feverely punifhed, as Enemies 
to the Peace and Concord of this Province. 

XXXI. 
THAT for the Encouragement of the Planters 

and Traders in this Province, who are incorporated 
into a Society, the Patent granted to them by Wil
liam Penn, Governor of the faid Province, is here
by ratified and confirmed. 

XXXII. 
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XXXVI. 
THAT according to the good Example of the 

primitive Chriftians, and the Eafe of the Creation, 
every firft Day of the Week, called the Lord's 
Day, People fuall abftain from their common daily 
Labour, that they may the better difpofe themfelves 
to worfhip God according to their Underftandings. 

XXXVII. 
THAT as a carelefs and corrupt Adminifi:ration 

of J uftice draws the Wrath of God upon Magi
il:rates, fo the Wildnefs and Loofenefs of the Peo .. 
pie provoke the Indignation of God againft a Coun
try: Therefore, That all fuch Offences againft God, 
as Swearing, Curfing, Lying, prophane Talking, 
Drunkennefs, Drinking of Healths, obfcene Words, 
Inceft, Sodomy, Rapes, Whoredom, Fornication, 
and other Uncleannefs (not to be repeated) all Trea
fons, Mifprifions, Murders, Duels, Felony, Sedi
tion, Maims, forcible Entries, and other Violences, 
to the Perfons and Eftates of the Inhabitants within 
this Province. All Prizes, Stage-plays, Cards, 
Dice, Maygames, Gamefters, Mafques, Revels, 
Bull-baitings, Cock-fightings, Bear-baitings, and 
the like, which excite the People to Rudenefs, Cru
elty, Loofenefs, and Irreligion, fhall be refpetl:ively 
difcouraged and feverely punifu' d, according to the 
Appoint1nent of the Governor and Freemen in pro· 
vincial Council and general Affen1bly ; as alfo all 
Proceedings contrary to thefe Laws, that are not 
here n1ade exprei1y penal. 

XXXVIII. 
THAT a Copy of thefe Laws fhall be hung up 

in the provincial Council, and in publick Courts of 
J uftice : And that they fhall be read yearly at the 
Opening of every provincial Council and general Af
fenJbly and Court of J tlP:ice; anq their Aifent £hall be · 

··- · · - · · -- - - teftified, 
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teftified, by their ftanding up after the Reading 
thereof. 

XXXIX. 
THAT there fhall be at no time any Alteration 

of any of thefe Laws, without the Confent of the 
Governor, his Heirs or Afi1gns, and fix Parts of 
feven of the Freetnen, met in provincial Council and 
general AiTembly. 

XL. 
THAT all other Matters and Things not herein 

provided for, which fhall and may concern the pub
lick J uftice, Peace or Safety of the fc..id Province ; 
and the raifing and impofing Taxes, Cuftoms, Du
ties, or other Charges w hatfoever, fhall be and are 
hereby referred to the Order, Prudence and Deter
mination of the Governor and Freemen in provin
cial Council and general Affembly, to be held fron1 
time to time in the faid Province. 

Signed and Sealed by the Governor and Freemen 
aforefaid, the fifth Day of the third Month, 
called May, 011e 'I'houfand Six Hundred and 
EightyJfwo. 

Certain CoNDITIONS or CoNCESSIONS agreed 
upon by WILL IAM PENN, Proprietor and 
Governor of the Province of Penfilvania, and 
thofe who are the Ad~enturers and Purchaftrs 
in the fome Province, the Eleventh of July, 
One 'Thoufand Six Hundred and Eighty-one. 

FIRST. 

T HAT fo foon as it pleafeth God, that the 
abovefaid Perfons arrive there, a certain ~an

tity of Land or Ground Plat, fhall be laid out for 
a large Town or City, in the moft convenient Place 
upon the River for Health and Navigation; and 
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every Purchafer and Adventurer, :!hall by Lot have 
fo much Land therein as wilf anfwer to the Porpor
tion which he hath bought or taken up upon Rent: 
But it is to be noted, that the Surveyors ihall con
fider what Roads or Highways will be neceffary to 
the Cities, Towns, or thro' the Lands. Great Roads 
from City to City .fhall not contain lefs than forty Foot 
in Breadth, and fhall be firft laid out and declared 
to be for Highways, before the Dividend of Acres 
be laid out for the Purchafer ; and the like Obfer
vation to be had for the Streets in the Towns and Ci
ties, that there may be convenient Roads and Streets 
preferved, not to be incroached upon by any Planter 
or Builder, that none may build irregularly to the 
Damage of another. In this, Cuftom governs. 

I I. 
THAT the Land in the Town be laid out to· 

gether after the Proportion of ten thoufand Acres of 
the whole Country, that is, t11;o hundred Acres if the 
Place will bear it: However, that the Proportion 
be by Lot, and entire, fo as thofe that defire to be 
together, efpecially thofe that are by the Catalogue 
laid together, may be fo laid together both in the 
'fown and Country. 

Ill. 
1-.H AT when the Country-Lots are laid out, 

every Purchafer, fron1 one thoufand to ten thoufand 
Acres, or more, not to have above one thoufand 
.A.cres together, unlefs in three Years they plant a 
Family upon every thov.fand Acres; but that all 
fuch as purchafe together, lie together ; and if as 
1nany as comply with this Condition, that the whole 
be lJ.id out together. 

IV. 
'ri-I AT where any Number of Purchafers, more 

or lefs, whofe Number of Acres an1otmts to ji:ve or 
4 - ten 
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ten thoufand Acres, defire to fit together in a Lot 
or Townfhip, they !hall have their Lot or Town-
fhip caft together, in fuch Places as have conve
nient H:arbours or navigable Rivers attending it, if 
futh can be found; and in cafe any one or more 
Purchafers plant not according to Agree1nent in this 
Concefiion, to the Prejudice of others of the fame 
Townfhip, upon Complaint thereof made to the 
Governor or his Deputy, with Affiftance, they may 
award (if they fee Caufe) that the complaining Pur
chafer 1nay, paying the Survey-Money, and Pur
chafe-Money, and lntereft thereof, be entitled, in
rolled and lawfully invefted in the Lands fo not 
feated. 

V. 
THAT the Proportion of I.Jands that fhall be 

laid out in the firft great Town or City, for every 
Purchafer, ihall be after the Proportion of ten · 
Acres for every five hundred Acres purchafed, if the 
Place will allow it. 

VI. 
THAT notwithftanding there be no mention 

xnade, in the feveral Deeds made to the Purchafers, 
yet the faid William Penn does accord and declare, 
that all Rivers, Rivulets, Woods and U ndenvoods, 
Waters, W ater-courfes, OEarries, Mines and. Mi
nerals (except Mines Royal) fhall be freely and fully 
enjoyed, and wholly by the Purchafers, into whofe 
Lot they fall. 

VII. 
THAT for every fifty Acres that f!lall be allot-· 

ted to a Servant at the End of his Service, his ~it .. 
Rent fhall be two Shillings per Annum, an9. the 
Mafter or Owner of the Servant, when he fhall take 
up the other fifty Acres, his 9Eit-Rent fhall be 
Jour Shillings by theY car, or if the Mafter of the 
Servant (by Reafon in the Indentures he is fo obliged 
to do) allot out to the Servant fifty Acres in his own 
Divifion, tf1e faid Mafter fhall haY"' on Demand ai-

R lotted, 
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lotted hin1, from the Governor, the one hundred 
Acres at the chief l{.ent of fix Shillings per Annum. 

VIII. 
AND for the Encouragement of fuch as are in

genious artd willing to fearch out Gold and Silver 
Mines in this Province, it is hereby agreed, that 
they have Liberty to bote and. dig in any Man's 
Property, fully paying the Damage done ; ~nd in 
cafe a Difcovery ihould be made, that the Difco
verer have one fifth, the Owner of the Soil (if not 
the Difcoverer) a tenth Part, tlie Governor two fifths, 
and the reft to the publick Treafury, faving to the 
King the Share referved by Patent. 

IX. 
It~ every hundred thoufand Acres, the Governor 

and Proprietary, by Lot, referveth ten to hin1felf, 
what fhalllie but in one l?bce. 

X. 
THAT every Man ll1all be bound to plant or 

man fo much of his Share of Land as !hall be fet 
out and furveyed, within three Years after it is fo 
:let out and furveyed, or elfe it fhall be lawful for 
new Corners to be fettled thereupon, paying to then1 
their Survey-Money, and they go up higher for 
their Shares. 

XI. 
THERE fhall be no buying and felling, be it 

with an Indian, or one an1ong another, of any Goods 
to be exported, but what !hall be performed in pub
lick Market, when fuch Places iliall be fet apart or 
ereCted, where they fhall pafs the publick Stamp or 

. Mc:rk. If bad Ware, and prized as good, or de
ceitful in Proportion or Weight, to forfeit the Value 
as if good and full Weight and Proportion, to the 
publick Treafury of the Province, whether it be the 
Ivlerchandize of the Indian, or that of the Planters. 

XII. 
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XIL 
AND FOH.ASMUCH as it is ufual with 

the Planters, to over- reach the poor Natives of the 
Country in Trade, by Goods not being good of 
the Kind, or debafed with Mixtures, ·with which 
they are fenfibly aggrieved, it is agreed, whatever 
is fold to the Indians, in Confidcration of their Furs; 
ihalJ be fold in the Market-Place, and there fuffer 
the Teft, whether good or bad; if good, to pafs; 
if not good, not to be fold for good, that the N a• 
tives may not be abufed nor provoked. 

XIII. 
THAT no Man 1ha11 by any Ways or Means, 

in Word or Deed, affront or wrong any Indian, but 
he !hall incur the fame Penalty of the Law, as if he 
had committed it againft his Fellow-Planter; and 
if any Indian fhall abufe, in Word or Deed, any 
Planter of this Province, that he fhall not be his 
own Judge upon the Indian, but he ihall make his 
Complaint to the Governor of the Province, or his • 
Lieutenant or Deputy, or fome inferior Magiftrate 
near him, who 1hal1, to the utmoft of his Power, 
take Care with the King of the faid Indian, that all 
reafonable SatisfaCtion be made to the faiJ injured 
'Planter. 

XIV. 
THAT all Differences betw.een the Planters and 

the Natives, fha11 alfo be ended by twehJe Men, 
that is, by fix P lanters ~nd fix Natives, th.tt fo we 
n1ay live friendly together as much as in us lieth, 
preventing all Occafions of Heart-burnings nd Mif ... 
chief. 

XV. 
T H ·AT the Indians iliall have Liberty to do all 

Thino-s relatino- to the Improvement oftheirGround, 
and pt)rovidin~ Suftenance for their Families, that 

b . 
any of the Planters £hall enjoy~ 

H. 2 XVI. 
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XVI. 
THAT the Laws as to Slanders, DrunkennefS,. 

Swearing, Curfing, Pride in Apparel, Trefpaffes~ 
Diftreffes, Replevins, Weights and Meafures, !hall 
be the fame as in Ertgland, till altered by Law in 
this Province. 

XVII. 
THAT all fualltnark theirHogs, Sheep and . 

other Cattle, and what are not marked within three 
Months after it is in their Poffeffion, be it young 
or old, it fhall be forfeited to the Governor, that 
fo People may be con1pelled to avoid the Occafions 
of tnuch Strife between Planters. 

XVIII. 
1~H AT in clearing the Ground, Care be taken 

to leave one Acre of Trees for every five i\.cres 
clear' d, efpecially to preferve Oak and Mulberries for 
Silk and Shipping. 

XIX. 
TI-IAT all Ship-Mafters fhall give an Account 

of their Countries, Names, Ships, Owners, Freights 
and Paifengers, to an Officer to be appointed for 
that Purpofe, which fhall be regiftred within fW() 

Days after their Arrival; and if they fhall refufe fo to 
do, that then none prefume to trade with them, 
upon Forfeiture thereof; and that fuch Mafters be 
looked upon, as having an evil' Intention to the 
Province. 

XX. 
T I-I AT no Perfon leave the Province, without 

Publication being made thereof, in the Market
Place, three Weeks before, and a Certificate fron1 
fome J uftice of the Peace, of his Clearnefs with 
his Neighbours, and thofe he hath dealt withal, fo 
far as fuch an Aifurance can be attained and given : 
And if any Mafter of a Ship fhall, contrary here
unto, receive and carry away any Perfon, that hath 

not 
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n-ot given that puLlick Notice, the faid Mafter 
fhall be liable to all Debts owing by the L1id Per
fan~ fo fccretly tranfported frotn the Province. 
LtJftly, that thefe are to be added to, or correCted 
by and with the Confent of the Parties hereunt~ 
fubfcribed. 

Sealed and delivered in 
WILLIAM PENN; 

the Prefence of 
William Boclham, 
Harbert Springer, 
Thomas Pt ULt yard. 

Sealed and delivered in the Prefence of all the P1·o
prietors who have hereunto fubfcribed, except 
Thomas Farrinborrough and John Goodfon, in 
the Prefence of 

Hugh Chamberlen, 
R. Murray"' 
Harbert Springet, 
Humphry South, 
Thomas Barker, 
Samuel J obfon, 
John-J ofeph Moo re, 

William Powei, 
Richard Davie, 
Griffith J ones, 
Hugh Lambe, 
Thomas F arrinborrough, 
John Goodfon. 

Act ACT of SETTLEMENT, made at 
Chefter, 1682. 

WHEREAS WtLLIAM PENN, Proprietary 
and Governor of the Province of Penfyl

vania, and Territories thereunto belonging, hath, 
out of his great Kindnefs and Goodnefs to the In· 
habitants thereof, been favourably pleafed to give 
and grant unto them a Charter of Liberties and Pri
vileges, dated the twenty-fifth Day of the Jecond 
Month, One 'J'houfand Six Hundred avd Eighty-two: 
By which Charter it is faid, the Government 1hall 

R 3 confift 
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confift of the Governor and Freemen of the faid 
Province, in the For m of a provincial Council and 
general Affembly; and that the provincial Council 
:fhall confifi: of feventy-two Members, to be chofen 
by the Freemen; and that the general Affembly 
may, the.firjlYear, confifi: of the whole Body of the 
Freeholders, and ever after of an eleCted N"ttmber, 
not exceeding two hundred Perfons, without the 
Confent of the provincial Council and general Af
fembly ' ..r'\..nd fuch Affembly to fit yearly on the 
twentieth Day of the third Month, as in the jirft, 
Jecond, third, jixth, fourteenth a~d jixteentb Arti
·cles of the Charter, Reference bemg thereunto had, 
doth more at large appear. 

AND FORASMUCH as this Charter was 
the firft of thofe probationary Laws, that were 
agreed to and made by and between the Proprietary, 
and Governor, and Freemen in England, that were 
Purchafers in this Province, which faid Laws, in 
the whole and in every Part thereof, were to be fub
plitted to the Explanation and Confirmation of the 
firft provinci~l Council ~nd general A.ffembly that 
was !O be held in this- Province, as by the Title and 
firfl Law of the f;lid Agreement, doth plainly ap
pear. 

AND vVI-IEREAS, the Proprietary and Go
vernor hath, according to that Charter, iifued out 
Writs to the ref pecti ve Sheriffs of the fix C aunties 
of this Province, to fumrnon the Freemep thereof, 
to chufe in each County twelve Perfons of moft 
Note for their Sobriety, Wifdom, and Integrity, tQ 
f~rve in provincial Council ; and alfo to infonn the 
Fr~en1en · that they might come, for this Time, in 
~heir own Pcrfons, to make up a general A1fembly~ 
according to Charter. And that the faid refpeftive 
Sheriffs by their Returns, and the Freemen by their 
fetitions to the Proprietary and Governor, have 
plainly declared, that the Fewnefs of the People, 
the~r Ipapili~y in Efta~e, ~~d "9~1~~flll~eis in Mat-

. ~et~ 
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ters of Government, will not permit them to ferve 

in fo large a Council and Affembly, as by the Char

ter is expreffed ; and therefore do defire, that the 

Members now chofen to be their Deputies and Re

prefentatives, may ferve both for provincial Coun

cil and general Affetnbly ; that is to fay, three out 

of each County for the provincial Council, and the 

remaining nine for the general Affen1bly, according 

to ACt, as fully and amply as if the faid provincial 

Council and general Affembly had confifted of the 

faid Numbers of Members n1entioned in the Char

ter of Liberties, upon Confideration of the Pre

mifes ; and that the Proprietary and Governor n1ay 

teftify his great Willingnefs to comply with that 

which may be n1oft eafy and pleafing, he is willing 

that it be enaCted. 
AND BE IT ENACTED by the Proprietary 

and Governor, by and with the unanimous Advice 

and Confent of the Freemen of this Province, and 

Territories thereunto belonging, in provincial Coun

cil and general Affembly met, That the Nmnbers 

defired by the Inhabitants in their feveral Petitions, 

and exprefs' d to be their Defires by the Sheriffs 

H.eturns to the Proprietary and Governor, to ferve 

as the provincial Council and general Affembly, 

be allowed and taken, to all Intents and Purpofes, 

to be the provincial Council and general Affe1nbl y 

of this Province : And that the §2.._,uorum fhall be 

p11oportionably fettled, according to the Method 

exprefs'd in the fifth Article; that is to fay, two 

thirds to tnake a §2gorum in extraordinary Cdfes, 

and cJZe third in ordinary Cafes, as is provided in 

the faid fifth Article : Which faid provincial Coun

cil and general Affembly, fo already chofen, are 

and fhall be held and reputed the legal provincial 

Council and general Affembly of the Province and 

Territories thereof, for this prefent Year; and that 

from and after the Expiration of this prefent Year, 

the provincial Council fuall confift of three Perfons 
R 4 out 
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out of each County, as aforefaid ; and the Aifc.:;In
bly fhall confift ofjix Perfons out of each County~ 
which faid provincial Council and general Aifemb1y 
may be hereafter enlarged, as the Governor, and 
provincial Council and Affembly fhall fee Caufe, 
io as the faid Number do not, at any tin1e, exceed 
the Limitations exprefs' d in the third and jixteenth . 
Article of the Charter, any Thing in this Act, or 
any other Act, Charter or Law, to the contrary in 
any wife notwithftanding. 

AND becaufe the Freemen of this Province and 
Territories thereof, are deeply fenfible of the kind 
and good Int(:ntions of the Proprietary and Gover
nor in this Charter, and of the fingular Benefit that 
redounds to them thereby, and are defirous that it 
may in all Things beft anfwer the Defign of the 
publick Good, the Freemen of the faid provincial 
Council and general Aifembly met, having unani
n1ouily req uefted fome Variations, Explanations 
and Additions, in and to the faid Charter, he the 
Proprietary and Governor, hath therefore yielded . 
that it be enacted : 

AND it is hereby EN ACTED, That the 
Time for the Meeting of the Freemen of this Pro
vince and Territories thereof, to chufe their Depu
ties to reprefent and ferve then1, in provincial 
Council and general Aifembly, ihall be yearly here
after, on the tenth Day of the firfl Month, which 
Members fo chofen for the provincial Council, !hall 

• 1nake their Appearance, and give their Attendance, 
in provincial Council, within twenty Days after their 
Election; and the faid Members elected to ferve 
in general Alfembly, fhall yearly meet and affetnble, 
on the tenth Day of the faid third Month, to the 
End and Purpofes declared in the Charter, at and 
in fuch Place as is limited in the faid Charter, un
lefs the Governor and provincial Council fhall, at 
any time, fee Caufe to the contrary. 

AND 
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AND WHEREAS it is exprefs'd in the faid 

Charter, That the Governor and provincial Coun
cil fhall prepare and propofe to the gener 1 .Affen1-
bly, all Bills which they fhall think fit to pafs iato 
Laws, within the faid Province: BE IT E N
A CTED by the Authority 2.foref:.!id, That the 
Governor and provincial Council, fnall have the 
Power of preparing and propofing to the ge!1eral 
Affen1bly, all Bills that they lhall jointly aHent to 
and think fit to have pafs' d into Laws, in the faid 
Province and Territories thereof, that are not in
confiftent with, but according to the Powers grant
ed by the King's Letters Patents to the Proprietary 
and Governor aforefaid; which Bills fhall be pub- · 
lifhed in the m oft noted T ov:ns and Places in the 
faid Province and Territories thereof, twenty Days 
before the Meeting of the general Affen1bly afore
faid. 

AND for the better Decifion and Determination 
of all Matters and OEeil:ions upon Elections ofRepre
fentatives, and Debates in provincial Council and 
general Aifembly, It is hereby declared and EN
ACTED, &c. That all OEeftions upon Elections 
of H.eprefentati ves, and Debates in provincial Coun .. 
cil and general Aifen1bly, in pcrfonal Matters, fhall 
be decided by the Ballot ; and all ~.1eftions about 
preparing and enacting Laws, fhall be determined 
by the Vote. 

AND that fo united an Intereft may. have an 
united Term and Stile to be exprefs' d by, It is 
hereby declared and EN ACTED, That the ge
neral Affembly fhall be henceforth termed or call
ed THE .AssEMBLY ; and the l\1eeting of the Go
vernor, provincial Council, and Affembly, and 
their Acts and Proceedings, fhaU be ftiled and 
called THE ME ETINGS, SEssioNs, AcTs or PRo
CEEDINGS of the ~ENER 6~ ;_" ss~M~LY of the Pro
vince of Penfilvama, and t .• ~ Tcrrztorzes thereunto be
longing. And that the Freemen of this Province, 

and 
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and the Territories thereof, may not on their Part, 
feem unmindful or ungrateful to their Proprietary 
and Governor, for the Teftimony he bath been 
pleafed to give, of his great Good-Will towards them 
and theirs, nor be wanting of that Duty they owe 
to him and themfelves, they have prayed Leave 
hereby to declare their moft hearty Acceptance of 
the faid Charter, and their humble Acknowledg
n1ents for the fame, folemnly promifing, that they 
will inviolably obferve and keep the fame, except 
as is therein excepted, and will neither direCtly nor 
indireCtly contrive, propofe, enaCt:, or do any Thing 
or Things whadoever, by Virtue of the Power 
thereby granted unto then1, that fhall or may re
dound to the Prejudice or Difadvantage of the Pro
prietary and Governor, his Heirs and Succeifors, in 
their juft Rights, Properties and Privileges, grant
ed to him and then1 by the King's Letters Patents, 
and Deeds of Releafe and F eofln1ent made to hin1 
by ]AMES Duke of YoRK and ALBANY, &c. 
and whom they defire may be hereby acknowledged 
and recognized the true and righth1l Proprieraries 
and Governors of the Province of Penfylvania, and 
Territories annexed, according to the King's Let
ters Patents, and l)eeds of Releafe and Feoffn1ent 
fron1 ]ames, Duke of York and Albany, unto the 
faid Proprietary and Governor, his Heirs and Suc
ceifors ; any Thing in this ACt, or any other ACt, 
Grant, Charter, or Law, to the contrary of thefe 
Thing3 herein and hereby explained, altered, limit
ed, promifed, declared, and enacted, in any wife 
notwithft,anding. · 
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7'he F R A M E of the Government of the 
Province of Penfylvania, ·and 'Ierritories 
thereunto annexed in America. 

T O ALL PERSONS, To whom thefe 
Prefents may come. W H E R EA S King 

CHARLES the Second, by his Letters Patents, 
~mder the great Seal of England, bearing Date the 
fourth Day of March, in the thirty and third Year 
of the King, for divers Confiderations therein men
tioned, hath been graciouO.y pleafed to give and 
grant unto me William Pemt (by the Name of 
William Penn, Efq; Son and Heir of Si~ William 
Penn deceafed) and to my Heirs and Affigns for 
ever, all that TraCt of Land, or Province called 
Penfylvania, in America, with divers great Powers, 
Preheminences, Royalties, J urifdicrions, and Au
thorities, neceffary for the Well-being and Govern
ment thereof. AND WHEREAS the King's 
deare£1: Brother, James Duke of Tork and Albany, 
&c. by his Deeds of Feoffment, under his Hand 
and Seal, duly perfeCted, bearing Date the four 
and twentieth Day of Auguft, One 'I'houfand Six 
Hundred Eighty and 'I'wo, did grant unto me, my 
Heirs and A~gns, all that 'Tract of Land, lying 
and being from twelve Miles Northward of New,;. 
caflle upon Delaware River, in America, to Cape 
Hinlopen, upon the faid River and Bay of Delaware 
Southward, together with all Royalties, Franchifes, 
Duties, Jurifdietions, Liberties and Priyileges there
unto belonging. 

NOW KNOW YE, Tharfor the Well-be-
ing and good Government of the faid Province and 
Territories thereunto annexed, and for the Encou
ragement of all the Freemen and Planters, that may 
be therein concerned, in Purfuance of the Rights 
and Powers afore-mentioned, I the faid William 
Penn have declared, granted and confirmed, and 
py ~hefe Prefents, for me, my Heirs a~d Afiigns, 

. dq 
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do declare, grant and confirm unto all the Free
men, Planters and Adventurers of, in and to the 
faid Province and Territories thereof, thefe Liber
ties, F ranchifes and Properties, fo far as in me 
lieth, to be held, enjoyed and kept by the Free
men, Planters and Adventurers of and in the faid 
Province of Penfylv.ania and Territories thereunto an
nexed, for ever. 

IMPRIMIS. 
T H AT the Government of this Province and 

Territories thereof ihal1, frotn Time to Tin1e, ac
cording to the Powers of the Patent and Deeds of 
F eoftn1ent aforefaid, confift of the Proprietary and 
Governor, and Freetnen of .the faid Province and 
Territories thereof, in Form of provincial Council 
and Affembly, which provincial Council ihall con
£ft of eighteen Perfons, being three out of each 
County, and which Affembly ihall confift of thirty
fix Perfons, beingjix out of each County, Men of 
n1oft Note for their Virtue, Wifdom and Ability, 
by whom all Laws fhall be made, Officers chofen, 
and publick Affairs tranfacted, as is hereafter limit
ed and declared .. 

I I. 
THE R E being three Perfons already chofen 

for every refpeB:ive County of this Province and 
Territories thereof, to ferve in the provincial Coun
cil, one of then1 for three Years, one for two Years, 
and one for one Year ; and one of them being to go 
off yearly in every County ; that on the tenth Day 
of thefirft Month yearly, for ever after, the Free
n1en of the faid Province and Territories thereof 
fuall meet together in the inoft conv:enient Place in 
every County of this Province and Territories thereof, 
then and there to chufe one Perfon, qualified a~ 
aforefaid, in every County, being one third of the 
Number to ferve in provincial Council, for three 
Years ; it being intended, that one third of the 
whole .Provincial Council, confifting and to confift 

·- · - of 
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of eighteen Perfons, falling off yearly, it fhall be 
yearly fupplied with fuch yearly Elections, as afore
faid ; and that on·e Perfon fhall not continue in 
longer than three Years ; and in Cafe any Member 
fhall deceafe before the laft Election, during his 
Time, that then at the next Election enfuing his. 
Deceafe, another fhall be chofen to fupply his Place 
for the remaining Time he was to. have ferved, and 
no longer .. 

Ill. 
T H A T after the fir.ft fevm Years, every one 

of the faid third Parts that goeth yearly off, lhall 
be incapable of being chofen again for one whole 
Year following, that fo all that are capable and 
qualified as aforefaid, may be fitted for Govern
ment, and have a Share of the Care and Burthen 
<>f it. 

IV. 
T H AT the provincial Council in all Cafes and 

Matters of Moment, as their argning upon Bills 
to be paffed into Laws, or Proceedings about erect
ing of Courts of J uftice, fitting in Judgment upon 
Criminals impeached, and Choice of Officers in 
fuch Manner as is herein after expreifed, not lefs 
than two thirds of the whole lhall make a ~orum; 
and that the Confent and Approbation of two thirds 
of that §).;forum !hall be had in all fuch Cafes or 
Matters of Moment : And that. in all Cafes and 
Matters of leifer Mmnent, one third of the whole 
!hall n1ake a ~uorum, the Majority of which !hall 
and may always determine in fuch Cafes and Caufes 
of leffer Moment. 

V. 
T HAT. the Governor and provincial Council, 

fhall have the Power of preparing and propofing to 
the Affembly hereafter u1entioned, all Bills which 
they fuall fee needful, and rh~t !hall. at any Time 
be paft into Laws within th~ fmd Provmce ~nd ~er
ritories thereof, which Bills fhall be pubhfhed and 

4 affix~d. 
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affixed to the moft noted Place in every County of 
this Province and Territories thereof, twenty Days 
before the Meeting of the Affen1bly, in order to 
paffing them into Laws. · 

VI. 
T H AT the Governor and provincial Council 

fuall take Care, that all Laws, Statutes, and Ordi
nances, which fhall at any Time be made within the 
faid Province and Territories, be duly and dili
gently executed. 

VII. 
THAT the Governor and provincial Council 

fhall, at all Times, have the Care of the Peace and 
Safety of this Province and Territories thereof; 
and that nothing be by any Pcrfon attempted to 
the Subverfion of this Frame of Governn1ent. 

VIII. 
T H AT the Governor and provincial Council 

fhall, at all Times, fettle and order the Situation 
of all Cities and Market-towns in every County, 
modelling therein all publick Buildings, Streets, and 
Market-places; and fhall appoint all neceffary 
·Roads and Highways in this Province and Terri
tories thereof. 

IX. 
T HA T the Governor and provincial Council 

fhall, at all Titnes, have Power to infpect the Ma
nagement of the publick Treafury, and punifh 
thofe who fhall convert any Part thereof to any 
other Ufe, than what bath been agreed upon by the 
Governor, provincial Council, and .. A.ifen1bly. 

X. 
THAT the Governor and provincial Council, 

fhall erect and order all publick Schools, and en
courage and reward the Authors of ufeful Sciences 
and laudable Inventions, in the faid Province and 
1' erritories thereof. XI. 
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XI. 
T H AT one third of the provincial Council re

fiding with the Governor, ihall with the Governor, 
fron1 Time to Time, have the Care of the Manao-e
n1ent of all publick Affairs, relating to the Pea~e, 
Juftice, Treafury, and Improvement of the Pro
vince and Territories, and to the good Education 
of Youth, and Sobriety of the Manners of the In
habitants therein, ~s aforefaid. 

XII. 
THAT the Governor or his Deputy, !hall al

ways prefide in the provincial Coe4c11, and I:z. he 
.fhall at no Time therein perform any publick Act 
of State whatfoever, that fhall or me.. 1 relate unto 
the J uftice, Trade, Treafury, or Safety of the Pro-
vince and 1~erritories aforefaid, but by and with 
the Advice and Confent of the provincial Council 
thereof. 

XIII. 
AN D to the End that all Bills prepared and 

agreed by the Governor and provincial Council, as 
atorefaid, may yet have the n1ore full Concurrence 
of the Freemen of the Province and 1~erritories 
thereof, it is declared, granted and confirmed, that 
at the Time and Place in every County, for the 
Choice of one Perfon to ferve in provincial Council, 
as aforefaid, the refpetl:ive Members thereof, at 
their faid Meeting, fhall yearly chufe out of them
felves jix Perfons of m oft Note, for Virtue, Wif
donl, and Ability, to ferve in Affembly, as their 
Reprefentatives, who fhall yearly Ineet on the tenth 
Day of the third Month, in the capital Town or 
City of the faid Province, unlefs the Governor and 
provincial Council fhall think fit to appoint anq
ther Place to tneet in, where, during eight Days, 
the feveral Members 1nay confer freely with one 
another ; and if any of the1n fee meet, with a Com-

mittee 
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n1itte of the provincial Council, which fhall be at 
that Time purpofely appointed, to receive from 
any of them, Propofals for the Alterations or 
.Amendment of any of the faid propofed and pro
mulgated Bills; and on the ninth Day from their 
fo meeting, thy faid Aifembly, after their reading 
over of the propofed Bills, by the Clerk of the 
provincial Council, and the Occafions and Motives 
for them being opened by the Governor or his De
puty, fhall, upon the ~eftion by hin1 put, give 
their Affirmative or Negative, which to them 
feemeth beft, in fuch Manner as is hereafter ex
preifed : But not lefs than two thirds fhall make a 
!0fcrum in the palling of all Bills into Laws, and 
Choice of fuch Officers as are by them to be chofen. 

XIV. 
THAT the Laws fo prepared and propofed as 

aforefaid, that are aifented to by the Affembly, 
fhall be enrolled as I-~aws of this }:Jrovince and Ter
ritories thereot~ with this Stile, By the Gocyernor, 
with the ..!ljJent and Approbation of the Freemen in 
provincial Council and Ajfembly met; and from hence
forth, the Meetings~ Seffions, ACts, and Proceed
ings of the Governor, provincial Council and Af
fem bl y, fhall be ftiled and called, 'I' he Meeting, 
Se.ffions, and Proceedings, of the general A.Uembly of 
the Province of Penfylvania, and the Territories 
thereunto belonging. 

XV. 
A I J D that the Reprefentatives of the People in 

provincial Council and Aifembly, n1ay in after Ages 
bear fon1e Proportion -vvith the Increafe and multi
plying of the People, the Number of fuch Repre
fentatives of the People, may be fron1 Time to 
Time increafed Jnd enlarged, io as at no Time the 
Number exceed feventy-two for the provincial Coun
cil, and two hundred for the AHembly; the Ap
} ointmF·nt and Proportion of '" hich Number, as 

alfo 
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~lfo the laying and methodizing of the Choice of 
Illch Reprefentatives in future Time, moft equally 
to the Divifion of the Country, or Number of the 
Inhabitants, is left to the Governor and provincial 
Council to propofe, and the Affembly to refolve, 
fo that the Order of Proportion be ftrittly obferved, 
both in the Choice of the Council and the refpec-
tive Committees thereof, viz. one third to go off 
and come in yearly. 

XVI. 
T HAT from and after the ·Death of this pre .. 

fent Governor, the provincial Council fhall, toge
ther with the fucceeding Governor, ereCt from 
Time to Time, ftanding Courts of J uftice, in fuch 
Places and Number, as they fhall judge convenient 
for the good Government of the faid .Province and 
Territories thereof; and that the provincial Council 
fhall, on the thirteenth Day of the fecond Month. 
then next enfuing, elect and prefent to the Gover
nor or his Deputy, a double Number of Perfons, 
to ferve for Judges, Treafurers, and Mafters of 
the Rolls, within the faid Province and Territories, 
to continue fo long as they ihall well behave them
felves in thofe Capacities refpectively ; and the Free
men of the faid Province, in an Affembly met on 
the thirteenth Day of the third Month, yearly, fhall 
elect and then prefent to the Governor or his De
puty, a double Nutnber of Perfons to ferve for 
Sheriffs, J uftices of the Peace and Coroners, for 
the Year next enfuing; out of which refpeB:ive 
Elections and Prefentments, the Governor or his 
Deputy, fhall nominate and commifliol)ate the pro ... 
per Number for each O~ce, the third Day after the 
faid refpeCtive Prefentments ; or elfe the fi~ nan1:ed 
in fuch Prefenttnent for each Office as aforefcnd, 
fhall ftand and ferve in that Office, the Time be· 
fore refp~Cl:ively limited; and in Cafe of Death or 
Default, fuch Vacapcy fhall be fupplied by the 

S Governor 
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Governor and l?rovincial Council in Manner afore· 
faid. 

XVII. 
THAT the Affembly fball continue fo long as 

may be needful-, to impeach Criminals fit to be 
there impeached, to pafs fuch Bills into Laws as are 
propofed to them, which they fhall think fit to 

· pafs into Laws ; and till fuch Ti1ne as the Governor 
and provincial Council fball dedare, C£hat they have 
nathing further to propofe unto them for their Ajfenl 

" and Approbatiolt ; and that Declaration fball be a 
Difmifs to the _A.ffernbly for that Time; which Af
fembly fl1all be notwithftanding, capable of affen1-
bling together, upon the Sun1mons of the Gover
nor and provincial Council, at any Time during 
that Year, if the Governor and provincial Council 
.fhall fee Occafion for their fo aifembling. 

XVIII.. 
T HAT aU the EleCtions of Members or Re

prefentatives of the People to ferve in provirrcial 
Council and Affembly, and all OEeftions to be de
tulnined by both or either of them, that relate to 
Choice of Officers, and all or any other perfonal 
-Matters, fhall be refolved or determined by the 
Ballot ; and all Things relating to the preparing 
and paffing of Bills into Laws, fuall be openly de
dared and refolved by the Vote. 

XIX. 
THAT at all Times when the Proprietary and 

Governor !hall happen to be an Infant, and under 
the Age of one and twetzty Years, and no GtlardianJ
or Commiffioners are appointed in W r.iting, by the 
Father of the faid Infant, or that fuch Guardian 
!hall be deceafed, that during fuch Minority, the 
12rovincial Ccuncil ihall~ fron1 Time to Time, as 

they 
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they !hall fee meet, conftitute and appoint Guar
dians ~nd Commiffioners not exceeding three, one 
of whtch ihall prefide as Deputy and chief Guar
dian during fuch Minority, and ihall have and ex
ecute, with the Confent of one of the other two. 
all the Power of a Governor in all publick Affairs 
and Concerns of the faid Province and Territories 
thereof, according to Charter; which faid Guardian 
fo appointed, :lhall alfo have the Care and Overfight 
of the Eftate of the faid Minor, and be yearly ac
collntable and refponfible for th~ fame to the pro
vincial Council, and the provincial Council to the 
Minor, when of Age, or to the next Heir, in cafe 
of the Minor's Death, for the Truft before expreffed .. 

XX. 
THAT as often as any Days of the Month men

tioned in any Article of this Charter, ihall fall upon 
the jirft Day of the Week, commonly called the 
Lord' s-day, the Bufinefs appointed for that Day, 
fhall be deferred until the next Day, unlefs in Cafes 
of Emergency. 

XXI. 
AN D for the Satisfaction and En~ouragement 

of all Aliens, I do give and grant, that if any 
Alien, who is or ihall be a Purchafer, or who cloth 
or fhall inhabit in this Province or T'erritories there
of, fhall deceafe at any Time before he can well be 
naturalized, his Right and Intereft therein, fhall 
notwithftanding defcend ·to his Wife and Children, 
or other his Relations, be he Teftate or Inteftate, 
according to the Laws of this Province and Terri
tories thereof in fuch Cafes provided, in as free 
and an1 ple Manner, to all Intents. and Purpofes, as 
if the faid Alien had been naturalized. 

XXII. 
A N D that the Inhabitants of this Proyince and 

Tenitories thereof, may be accommodated with 
S 2 fuch . . 
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fuct1 Food and Suftenance, as God in his Provi-· 
dence hath freely afforded, I do alfo further grant 
to the Inhabitants of this Province and Territories 

' ' thereof, Liberty to fowl and hunt upon the Lands 
they hold, and all other Lands therein not enclofed ; 
and to fiih in all Waters in the faid Lands, and in 
all Rivers and Rivulets in and bel<:mging · to this 
Province and Territories thereof, with Liberty to 
draw his or their Fifh on Shore on any Man's Lands, 
fo as it be not to the Detriment or Annoyance of 
the Owner thereof, except fuch Lands as do lie up
on Inland Rivulets that are not Beatable, or which 
are or may be hereafter erected into Manors. 

XXIII. 
A N D that all the Inhabitants of this Province 

and Territories thereof, whether Purchafers or others, 
may have the laft worldly Pledge of my good and 
kind Intentions to them and theirs, I do give, 
grant, and confirm to all, and every one of them, 
full and quiet Poifeffion of their refpective Lands, 
to which they have any lawful or equitable Claim, 
faving only fuch Rents and Services for the fame as 

. are or cuftomarily ought to be referved to me, my 
Heirs or Affigns. 

XXIV. 
TI-I AT no Aa, Law or Ordinance whatfoever, 

fuall at any Time hereafter be made or done by the 
Proprietary and Governor of this Province and 
Territories thereunto belonging, his Heirs or Af
figns, or by the Freemen in provincial Council or 
Aifem bly, to alter, change, or diminiih, the Form 
or EffeCt of this Charter, or any Part or Claufe 
thereof, contrary to the true Intent and Meaning 
thereof, without the Confent of the Proprietary and 
Governor, his Heirs or Afi1gns, and fix Parts of 
feven of the faid Freemen in provincial Council and 
Affembly met. 

XXV .. 
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XXV. 
'AND LASTLY, I the faid William Pemt. 

Proprietary and Governor of the Province of Pen
fylvania and Territories theretmt~ belonging, for 
me, my Heirs . and Affigns, have folemnly de
clared, granted and confirmed, and do hereby fo· 
lemnly declare, grant and confirm, that neither I~ 
nor my Heirs nor Affigns, fuall procure or do any 
Thing or Things, whereby the Liberties in this 
Charter contained and expreffed, fuall be infringed 
or broken~ And .if any Thing be procured by any 

. .Perfon or Perfons, contrary to thefe P remifes, it 
!hall be held of no Force or Effetl:. I N W I T
NESS whereof, I the faid William Penn,. at Phi
ladelphia in Penfylvania, have unto this prefent Char
ter of Liberties fet my Hand and broad Seal, this 
Jecond Day of the fecond Month, in the Year of our 
Lord one Thoufand fix Hun.dred Eighty and CJ"hree~ 
being the five and thirtieth Year of the King, and 
the third Year of my Government. 

ff7JLLIAM P ENN. 

~I-/ IS ~within C HART E R, which we have 
di.ftinttly heard read and thankfully received, 
jhall be by us in'JJiolably kept ; at Philadelphia, 
the fecond Day of the fecond Movth, one 
Thoufand fix Hundred Eighty and Three. 

The Members of the provincial Council prefent. 

William Markbam, fVilliam Clark, 
John Moll, William Biles, 
William Haigt, James Harrifon, 
Chri.ftopher Taylor, John Richardfon, 
John Simcock, Philip-Thomas Ltnman, 
William Clayton, Seer. Gov. 
Francis Whittwel, Richard Ingelo, Cl. Coun. 
'l'homas Holme, 

The 

,_ 



'!'he HISTORY of the 

The Members of the Affembly prefent. 
CaJParus Harman, 
John Darby, 
Benjamin Williams, 
William Gue.ft, 
f/alentine Hollingf.JJortb, 
James Boyden, 
Bennony Bijhop, 
John Beazor, 
1ohn Harding, 
Andre1.vs Bringjlo11, 
Si m on Irons, 
John Wood, 
John Curtis, 
Daniel Brown, 
William Futcher, 
John Kipjhaven, 
Alexander Mole.fliJJc, 
Robert Bracy, fen. 
CJ'homas Bracy, 
William rardly, 
Johtt Ha.ftings, 
Robert Wade, 

tibomas Haffald, 
John Hart, 
Robert Hall, 
Robert Bedwell, 
William Simfinore, 
Samuel Darke,. 
Robert Lucas, 
J ames Williams, 
John Blunfton, 
John Songhurjf, 
John Hill, 
Nic holas Waln, 
'Ihomas Fitzwater, 
John Glows, 
Luke Watfon, 
Jofepb Phipps, 
Dennis Rotchford, 
John Brinklair, 
Hmry Bowman, 
Cornelzus Verhoofe, 
John Southworth, Cl. of 

the Synod. 

Son1e of the Inhabitants of Philadelphia prefent. 

William Howel, 
Edmund Warner, 

Henry Lerwis, 
Samuel Miles. 

'The C H A R T E R of the City of P H I
LAD EL PH IA. 

W ILL I A M PEN N, Proprietary and Go
vernor of the Province of Penfylvania, &c. 

To all to whon1 thefe Prefents fuall con1e, fends 
greeti'ng. K N 0 W YE, That at the hun1ble 

Requeft 



FIVE INDIAN NATIONS, &c-.. 26., 
Requeft of the Inhabitants and Settlers of this 
Town of Philadelphia, being fome of the firft Ad
venturers and Purchafers within this P rovince, fm< 
their Encouragement, and for the more immediate 
and ent1re Government of the faid T'own, and bet-
ter Regulation of Trade therein: I have by Virtue 
of the King's Letters Patent, under the Great Seal 
of England, erected the faid Town into a Borough~ 
and by thefe Prefents do erect the f:tid Town and 
Borough of Philadelphia into a C I rf Y ; which 
faid City fhall extend the I.jimits and Bounds, as it 
is laid out between Delaware and Sku)'lkill. 

AND I do for me, 1ny Heir~ and Affigns,. 
grant and ordain, that the Streets of the fa id City! 
fhall for ever continue as they are now lai.d out and 
regulated; and that the End of each Street extend
ing into the River Delaware, fuall be and continue 
free for the U fe and Service of the faid City, and 
the Inhabitants thereof, who may improve the fame 
for the beft Advantage of the City, and build 
Wharfs fo far out into the River there, as the 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Comtnon-council, herein 
after mentioned, fhall fee n1eet. 

A N D I do nominate Edward Shippen to be the 
prefent Mayor, who ihall fo continue until another 
be chofen, as is herein after directed. -

l\. N D I do hereby affign and name Thomas Story 
to be prefent Recorder, to do and execute all Things 
which unto the Office of Recorder of the faid City 
cloth or tnay belong. 

AND I do appoint Thomas Farmer to be the 
prefent Sheriff, and Robert .Asjhetor; to be the pre
ient Town-clerl~, and Clerk of the Peace, and 
Clerk of the Court and Courts. 

AN D I do hereby name, conftitute, and ap
point, Jojhua Carpenter, Grijfith ']ones, Anthony 
Mor.ris, ']ofeph Wzlcox, Nathan Stanbury, Charles 
Rea , Thomas Ma)lers, and lVilliam Carter, Citi-

S 4 zens 
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zens and Inhabitants of the faid City, to be the 
prefent Aldermen of the faid City of P hiladelpbia. 

AND I do alfo nominate and appoint 7ohn 
Parfons, William Hudfon, William Lee, Nehemiah 
Allen, 'I'homas Pafchal, John Bud, .. jun. Edward 
Smout, Samuel Buckley, 7ames Atkinfon, Penteco.ft 
<J'eague, Francis Cook, and Henry Badcocke, to be the 
twelve prefent Comrnon-council Men of the faid City. 

A N D I do by thefe Prefents, for me, my Heirs 
and Succeffors, give, grant and declare, that the 
{aid Mayor, Recorder, .A.ldermen, and Common
council Men for the Time being, and they which 
hereafter .!hall be Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen and 
Comrnon-council Men within the faid City, and 
their Succe£fors, for ever hereafter be and fhall be~ 
by Virtue of thefe Prefents, one Body corporate 
and po!itick in Deed, and by the Name of the 
Mayor and Comtnonalty of the City of Philadel
phia, in the Province of Penfylvania : And them 
by the Name of Mayor and Con1monalty of the 
City of Philadelphia, one Body politick and cor
porate in Deed and in Nan1e, I do for me, my 
Heirs and Succeffors, fully create, conftitute and 
confirm, by thefe Prefents; and that by the fame 
Natne of Mayor and Commonalty of the C1ty of 
Philadelphia, they n1ay have perpetual Succeffion ; 
and that they and their Succeffors, by the Name of 
Mayor and Comn1onalty of the City of Philadel
phia, b~ and at all Times hereafter fhall be Perfons 
able and capable in Law, to have, get, receive, 
and poffds, Lands and T'enements, Rents, Liber
ties, J urifdictions, Franchifes and Hereditaments, 
to them and the1r Succeffors in Fee-fimple1 or for 
Tern1 of Life, Lives, Years, or otherwife ; and 
alfo Goods, Chattels, and other Things, of what 
1~ ature, Kind, or ~1ality foever. · 

AND alfo to give, grant, let, fell and affign 
the fame Lands~ Tenen1ents, Hereditaments, Goods, 

Chattelsj 
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Chattel_s, and to do and execute all other Things 
about the fame, by the Name aforefaid ; and alfo 
that they be and ihall be for ever hereafter Perfons 
able and capable: in Law, to fue and be fued, plead 
and be impl ad ..: ri, anfwer and be anfwcred unto, 
defend and he deh:nded, in all or any the Courts 
and other Places, and before any J ucges, J uftices, 
and other Perfo113 whatfoever within the faid Pro
vince, in all Manner of Actions, Suits, Complaints, 
Pleas, Caufes and Matters whatfoever, and of what 
Nature or Kind foever. 

AND that it !hall and may be lawful to and for 
the faid Mayor and C01nn1onalty of the faid City 
of Philadelphia, and their Succeffors, for ever here
after, to have and ufe one common Seal for the 
fealing of all Bufineffes touching the faid Corpora
tion, and the fame from Time to Time at their 
Will and Pleafure to change or alter. 

AND I do for me, my Heirs and Succeffors, 
give, and by thefe Prefents, grant full Power and 
Authority unto the Mayor, Recorder and Com
mon-Council of the faid City of Philadelphia, or 
any jive or more of the Aldermen, and 1zine or 
n1ore of the Common-Council Men, the Mayor 
and Recorder for the time being, or either of them, 
being prefent, on the firft third Day of the Week, in 
the eighth Month yearly for ever hereafter, publickly 
to meet at a convenient Room or Place within the 
faid City, to be by th~n1 appointed for that Pur
pofe, and then and there nominate, eleCt and chufe 
one of the Aldermen to be Mayor for that enfuing 
Year. 

AND alfo to add to the N mnber of Aldennen and 
Common-Council Men, fuch and fo many of thofe, 
that by Virtue of thefe Prefen ts fhall be admitted 
Freemen of the faid City fron1 Time to Tin1e, as 
they the faid Mayor, Aldern1en and Comtnon
Council ihall fee Occafion. 

i\.ND 
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·AND that fuch Perfon who fhall be fo eleCted 

Mayor aforefaid, fuall within three Days next after 
fuch Eletlioa, be prefented before the Governor of 
this Province, or his Deputy for the tin1e being, 
.and there fhall f·ubfcribe the Declarations and Pro
feffion of his Chriftian Belief, according to the late AB: of Parliament made in the jirft Year of King 
William~ s Rei~ entitled, An ACt for exempting 
their Majefties Subjetls dijfenting from· the Church of 
England, from the Penalties of certain Laws; and 
then and there the Mayor fo prefented, fhall make 
his folemn Affirmation and Engagement for the due 
Execution of his Office. 

AND that the Recorder, Sheriff, Aldermen, 
and Common-council Men, and all other Officers 
of the faid City, before they or any of them fhall 
be admitted to execute their refpective Offices, 
fhall make and fubfcribe the faid Declarations and 
Profeffion aforefaid, before the Mayor for the Tin1e 
being, and at the fan1e Time :lhall be attefted for 
the due Execution -of their Offices refpectively; 
which Declarations, Pron1i(es and Atteftations, the 
Mayor of the faid City for the Time being, is here ... by impowered to take and adminifter accordingly. 

AND that the Mayor, Recorder and Alder
men of the faid City, for the Time being, 1hall be 
Juftices of the Peace and J uftices of Oyer an<;! Ter
miner ; and are hereby impowered to aB: within the 
faid City and Liberties thereof accordingly, as fully 
and amply as any J uftice or J uftices of the Peace 
or Oyer and Terminer, can or may do within the 
faid Province. 

A N D that they or any four or more of them 
(whereof the Mayor and Recorder of the faid City 
for the Time being, :lhall be two) 1hall and may 
for ever hereafter have Power and Authority, by 
Virtue of thefe Prefents, to hear and enquire into ' aU and all Manner of Tre.afons, Murthers, Man-

~ - - - ~ughters, 
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Oaughters, and all Manner of Felonies and other 

Crimes and Offences, Capital and Crimina], what-

foever, according to the Laws of this Province and 

of the Kingdom of England, with Power alfo to 

hear and detennine all petty Larcenies, Routs, 

Riots, unlawful Affen1blies ; and to try and punifh. 

all Perfons that fhall be convicted for Drunkennefs, 

Swearing, Scolding, breaking the Peace, or fuch 

like Offences, which are by the Laws of this Pro-

vince to be punifhed by Fine, Imprifonment or 

Whipping; with Power alfo to award Procefs againft 

all Rioters and Breakers of the Peace, and to bind 

them, and all other Offenders and Perfons of evil 

Fame, to the Peace or good Behaviour, as any 

Juftice or J uftices of the Peace can do, without 

being accountable to me or my Heirs, for any Fines 

or Amerciaments to be impofed for the faid Offences 

or any of them. 
AND I do hereby impower them or any four 

of them (whereof the Mayor and Recorder for the 

Time being, !hall be two) with the City Sheriff and 

Town-clerk, to hold and keep a Court of Record, 

~arterly, or oftener, if they fee Occafion, for the 

enquiring, bearing and determining of the Pleas 

and Matters aforefaid; and upon their own View, 

or after a Jegal Procedure in fome of thofe Courts, 

to caufe all N uifances and Encroachments in the 

Streets of the faid City to be removed, and punifh 

the Parties concerned, as the Law and Ufage in 

fuch Cafes !hall require. 
A N D I do by thefe Prefents affign and ap

point, that the prefent Mayor, Recorder, and Al

dermen herein before-mentioned, be the prefent 

Juftices of the Peace, and Oyer and Terminer, 

within the faid City ; and that they and all others 

that ihall be Mayors, Recorders and Aldermen of 

the faid City for the Time being, fhall have full 

Power and At.Hhority, and are hereby impowered 
· 4 

and 
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and authorized, without any further or other Com
miffion, to be J uftices of the Peace, and of Oyer 
and Terminer, within the faid City for ever ; and 
.fhall alfo be Juftices of the Peace, and the Mayor 
.and Recorder fhall be of the ~uorum of the J uftices 
of the County Courts, Q1arter-feffions, Oyer and 
Terminer, and Goal Delivery, in the faid County 
of Philadelphia; and fhall have full Power to award 
Procefs, bind to the Peace or Behaviour, or com
mit to Prifon, for any Matter or Caufe, arifing 
without the faid City and within the Body of the 
aforefaid County, as Occafion fhall require; and to 
-ccrufe Kalendars to be made of fuch Prifoners, 
which, together with all Recognizances and Ex ... 
aminations taken before them, for or concerning 
any Matter or Caufe not determinable by them, 
fhall be duly returned to the Judges or J uftices of 
the faid County, in their refpective Courts where 
the fame fhall be cognizable. 

A N D that it may be lawful to and for the faid 
Mayor and Commonalty and their Succeffors, when 
they fee Occafion, to erect a Goal or Prifon and 
Court-houfe within the faid City. 

A N D that th~ Mayor and Recorder for the 
Time being~ fhall have, and by thefe Prefents have 
Power to take Recognizance of Debts there, ac
cording to the Statute of Merchants, and of Action 
Burnel; and to ufe and affix the common Seal 
thereupon, ancl t<> all Certificates concerning the 
fame. 

AND that it may be lawful to and for the 
Mayor of the fa id City, for the Time being, for 
ever hereafter to nominate, and from Time to Time 
appoint the Clerk of the Market, who lhall have 
Affize of Bread, Wine, Beer, Wood, and other 
Things ; and to do, execute and perform all Things 
belonging to the Clerk of the Market within the faid City. . 

AND 
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AND I will that the Coroners to be chofen by 

the County of Philadelphia for the Time beino
ihall be Coroners of the faid City and Liberti~ 
thereof; but that the Freemen and Inhabitants of 
the faid City 1hall from Time to Time, as often as 
Occafion be, have equal Liberty with the Inhabi
tants of the faid County, to recommend or chufe 
Perfons to ferve in the refpective Capacities of Co
roners and Sheriffs for the County of Philadelphia 
who !hall refide within the faid City. - , 

AN D that the Sheriff of the fa id City and 
County for the Time being, fhall be the Water-· 
Bailiff, who fhall and may execute and perform all 
Things belonging to the Officer of Water-Bailiff, 
upon Delaware River, and all other naYigable Ri
vers and Creeks within the faid Province. · 

AN D in Cafe the Mayor of the faid City for 
the Time being, fhall, during -the Time of his 
Mayoralty, !J1ifbehave himfelf, or m if govern in 
that Office, I do hereby impower the Recorder, 
Aldermen and Common-council Men, or five of 
the Aldern1en and nine of the Common-council 
Men of the faid City of Philadelphia, for the Time 
being, to remove fuch Mayor from his Office of 
Mayoralty; and i.n fuch Cafe,. or in .Cafe of the 
Death of th~ faid Mayor for the Time being, that 
then another fit Perfon fhall, within four Days next 
after fuch Death or Removal, be chofen in Manner 
as is above directed for eleCting of Mayors, in the 
Place of him fo dead or removed. ., 

A N D left there fhould be a Failure of J uftice 
or Government in the faid City, in fuch Interval, I 
do hereby appoint, That the eldeft Alderman for 
the Time being; !hall take upon him the Office of 
a Mayor there, and fhall exercife the fame till ano
ther Mayor be chofen as aforcfaid; and in Cafe of 
the Difability of fuch e~deft Alderman, then the 

next 
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next in Seniority, fuall take upon him the fa id Of
fice of Mayor, to exercife the fame as aforefaid. 

AND in Cafe the Recorder, or any of the 
Aldermen or Common-council Men of or belong
ing to the faid City, for the Time being, fuall m if
behave him or themfelves in their refpeetive Offices 
and Places, they rnall be removed and others chofen 
in their Stead, in Manner following, that is to fay, 
rrhe Recorder for the Time being, may be re
moved (for his l\1ifbehaviour} by the Mayor, and 
Jwo thirds of the Aldermen and Common-council 
Men refpeCtively; and in Cafe of fuch Removal or 
of the Death of the Recorder, then to chufe ano
ther fit Perfon .flcilled in the Law, to be the Re
corder there, and fo to continue during Pleafure as 
aforefaid. 

AND the Alderman fo mifbehaving himfelf, 
may be removed by the Mayor, Recorder and nine 
of the Aldermen and Common-council Men ; and 
in Cafe of fuch Removal or Death, then within 
four Days after, to .chufe a fit Perfon or Perfons to 
fupply fuch Vacancies ; and the Common-council 
Men, Conftables, and Clerk of .the Market, for 
Mifbehaviour, !hall be removed and others chofen, 
as is directed in the Cafe of Aldermen. 

AND I do alfo, for me and my Succeffors, by 
thefe Prefents, grant to the faid Mayor and Com
monalty, and their Succeffors, that if any of the 
Citizens of the fa id City, !hall be hereafter nomi
nated, eleCted, and chofen to the Office of Mayor, 
Aldermen and Common-council Men as aforefaid, 
and having Notice of his or their EleCtion, !hall re
fufe to undertake and execute that Office to which 
he is fo chofen, that then, and fo often it !hall and 
may be lawful for the Mayor and Recorder, Alder
men and Common-council Men, or the major Part 
of the Aldermen and Common-council Men for the 
Time being, according t9 their Difcretion, to im

pofe 
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pofe fuch moderate Fines upon fuch Refufers, fo as 
the Mayor's Fine exceed not forty Pounds, the Al
derman's five and thirty Pounds, and Common· 
council Men twenty Pounds, and other Officers pro
portionab1y, to be levied by Diftrefs and Sale, by 
Warrant under the common Seal, or by other law-
ful vVays, to the Ufe of the faid Corporation. . 

AND in fuch Cafes it fhall be lawful to chufe 
others to fupply the Defects of fuch Refufers~ in 
Manner as is as above diretl:ed for Election~. 

A N D that it fhall and may be lawful to and for 
the Mayor, Recorder, and at leaft three Aldermen 
for the Time being, from Time to Time, fo often 
as they ihall find Occafion, to fummon a COinmon
council of the faid City. 

AND that no Aifembly or Meeting of the faid 
Citizens, fhall be deemed or accounted a Common
council, unlefs the fa id Mayor and Recorder, and 
at leaft three of the Aldermen for the Time being, 
and nine of the Common-council Men be prefent. 

AND alfo that the faid Mayor, Recorder, AI-' 
rlermen and Common-council Men for the Time 
being, from Time to Time, at their Common
council, iha1l have Power to admit fuch and fo many_ 
Freemen into their Corporation and Society as they 
fuall think fit~ 

A N D to make (and they may make, ordain, 
conftitute and eftablifh) fuch and fo many good and 
reafonable Laws, Ordinances and Conftitutions (not 
repugnant to the Laws of England and this Go
vernment) as to the greater Part of them at fuch 
Common-council aifembled (where the Mayor and 
Recorder for the Time being, are to be always pre
fent) fhall feem neceifary and convenient for the 
Government of the faid City. 

A N D the f: me Laws, Ordinances, Orders and 
Conftitutions fo to be made, to put in Ufe and Ex
ecution accordingly, by the proper Officers of t~e 

fatd 
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faid City; and at their Pleafure to revoke, alter, 
and make anew, as Occafion !hall require. 

AND alfo impo1e fuch Mulch and Amercia
ments upon the Breakers of fuch Laws and Ordi
nances, as to them in their Difcretion fhall be 
thought reafonable; which Mulcls, as alfo all other 
Fines and Amerciaments to be fet or impofed by 
Virtue of the Powers granted, !hall be levied as 
above is direCted in Cafe of Fines, to the Ufe of 
the faid Corporation, without rendeJ;ing any Ac
count thereof to me, my Heirs and Succeffors; 
with Power to the Common-council aforefaid, to 
mitigate, remit, or releafe fuch Fines and Mulch, 
upon the Submiffion of the Parties. Provided al
Wa)'s, That no Perfon or Perfons hereafter, !hall 
have Right of eleCting or being eleCted, by Virtue 
of thefe Prefents, to any Office or Place judicial or 
minifierial, nor fhall be admitted Freemen of the 
faid City, unlefs they be free Denizens of this Pro
vince, and are of the Age of twenty-one Years or 
upwards, and are Inhabitants of the faid City, and 
have an Eftate of Inheritance or Freehold therein, 
or are worth .fifty Pounds in Money, or other Stock, 
and have been refident in the faid City for the Space 
of two Years, or fhall purchafe their Freedom of 
the Mayor and Commonalty aforefaid. 

A N D I do further grant to the faid Mayor and 
Commonalty of the City of Philadelphia, that they 
and their Succeffors, fhall and may for ever here
after hold and keep within the faid City~ in every 
Week of the Year, two Market-days, the one upon 
the fourth Day of the vVeek, and the other upon 
the feventh Day of the Weeli, in fuch Place or 
Places as is, fnal1, or may be! appointed for that 
Purpofe, by the fa id Com monalty or their Succef
fors, from Time to Time. 

AN D alfo two Fairs therein every Year, the 
one of them to begin on the jixtecnth Day of the 

third 
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lhird Month; called M ay, yearly, and fo to be held 
in and about the Market-place, and continue for 
that Day and two Days next following; and the 
other of the faid Fairs to be held in the aforefaid 
Place on .the jixteenth D ay of the ninth Month 
yearly, and for two Days next after. 

A N D I do for me, my Heirs and Affigns, by 
Virtue of the King's Letters Patent, make, erect 
and conftitute the faid City of Philadelphia, to be 
a Port or Harbour for difcharging and unlading of 
Goods and Merchandize out of Ships., Boats, and 
other Veffels; and for landing and lhipping them in 
or upon fuch and fo many Places, Keys and Wharfs 
there, as by the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common
council of the faid City, 1hall from Time to Time 
be thought moft expedient for the Accommodation 
and Service of the Officers of the Cufl:oms, in the 
Management of the King's Affairs and Prefervation 
of his Duties, as well as for Conveniency of Trade. 

A N D I do ordain and declare, that the faid 
Port or Harbour 1hall be called the ort of P hila-
delpbia, and 1ha11 extend and be accounted to extend 
into all fuch Creeks, Rivers, and Places within this 
Province; and fhall have fo many Wharfs, Keys, 
Landing-places and Members belonging thereto~ 
for Janding and fhipping of Goods, as the faid 
Mayor; Aldern1en, and Common-council for the -
Time being, with the Approbation of the chief 
Officer or Officers of the King's Cuftoms, 1hall 
from Time to Tin1e think fit to appoint. 

AN D I do alfo ordain, that the Landing-places 
now and heretofore ufed at the Penny-pot-houfe and 
Blue-anchor, faving to all Perfons their jutl and le
gal Right and Properties in the Lands fo to be 
open ; as alfo the Swamp between Bud's Buildings 
and the Society-hill, fhall b~ lefc op~n a~d common 
for the U fe and Service ot the ia!d Ct ty and all 
others~ with Liberty to din: Docks and make Har
. T ~~ 
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boors for Ships and Veffels, in all or any Part of the 
faid Swamp. 

A N D I do hereby grant, that all the vacant 
Land within the Bounds and Limits of .the faid 
City, lhall remain open as a free Common of Paf
ture, for the Ufe of the Inhabitants of the faid 
City, until the fame lhall be gradually taken in, in 
order to build or improve thereon, and not other
wife. Provided always, That nothing herein con
tained, £hall debar me or n1y Heirs in Time to 
come, from fencing in all the vacant Lands that 
lie between the Cent er Meeting-houfe and the Schuyl
kil, which I intend !hall be divided fron1 the Land 
by me allotted for Delaware Side, by a ftrait Line 
along the Broad:ftreet from Edward Shippen's Land 
through the Cent er Square by Daniel Pegg's Land; 
nor fhall the fencing or taking in any of the Streets, 
happening to be within that lnclofure on Skuy!kil, 
be deemed or adjudged to be an Incroachment, 
where it fhall not interfere or ftop any of the Streets 
or Paffages leading to any of the Houfes built or to 
be built on that Side, any Thing herein contained 
to the contrary notwithftanding. 

A N D I do grant, that this prefent Charter, 
fuall, in all Courts of Law and Equity, be con
ftrued and taken moft favourably and beneficially, 
for the faid Corporation. . 

IN WITNESS whereof, I have hereunto 
fet my Hand, and caufed my great Seal to be af
fixed. Dated at Philadelphia the five and twentieth 
Day of Otiober, Anno Domini one Cf'houfand feven 
Hzmdred and One, and in the thirteenth Year of the 
Reign of King WILL I ./1 M the CJ'hird, over 
England, &c. and the one aud twentieth Year of 
n1y Government. 

WILLIAM PENN. 

·. 



'rhe CHARTER of PRIVILEGES 
granted by WILL IAM P:ENN, Efq; to the 
Inhabitants of Penfylvania and 'Territories. 

W ILLIAM PENN;, Proprietary and Go
vernor of the Province of Penfylvania, and 

Territories thereunto belonging. To all to whom 
thefe Prefents fh~ll come, fendeth Greeting. 
WHEREAS Kmg CHARLES the Second, 
by his Letters Patents, under the Great Seal of 
England, bearing Date the fourth Day of March., 
in the Year one :thou fond fzx Hundred and Eighty, 
was graciouny pleafed to give and grant unto me, . 
and my Heirs and Alligns for ever, this Province of 
Penfylvania, with divers great Powers and J urif-. 
dictions for the well Government thereof. 

AND WHEREAS the King~ s deareft Bro-· 
ther, JAMES Duke of YORK and ALB.ANT, 
&c. by his Deeds of Feoffment, under his Hand 
and Seal duly perfected, bearing Date the twenty
fourth Day of Auguft, one :l'houfand fix Hundred 
Eighty and 'Fwo, did grant unto n1e, my Heirs and 
Affigns, all that Tract of Land, now called the 
'rerritories ~f Penfylv.ania, together with Powers 
and J urifdictions for the good Government thereof. 

A N D W H ERE AS for the Encouragement 
of all the Freemen and Planters, that might b~ 
concerned in the faid Province and Territories, and 
for the good Government thereDf, I the faid W IL

L IAM PENN, in the Year one q-'houfand.fix 1-lundred 
Eighty and 'I'hree, for me, my Heirs and Affigns, 
did grant and confirm unto all the Freemen, Plant
ers and Adventurers therein, divers Liberties, Fran
chifes and Properties, ai by the faid Grant, enti
tuled, :the FRAME of the GoveJ"nment of the 
.Provin&& of Penfylvania, and ~erritories thereunto 

" T 2 bdon$ing, 



ffhe HISTORY of the 
belonging, in America, may appear; which Charter 
or Frame being found in fame Parts of it, not fo 
fuitable to the prefent Circumftances of the Inhabi
·tants, was in the third Month, in the Year one 
Cfhoufand fwen Hundred, delivered up to me, by fix 
Parts of feven of the Freemen of this Province and 
Territories, in general Affembly met, Provifion be
ing made in the faid Charter, for that End and 
Purpofe. 

AND WHEREAS I was then pleafed to 
promife, That I would reftore the faid Charter to 
·rhem again, with neceffary Alterations, or in Lieu 
thereof, give them another, better adapted to an· 
fwer the prefent Circumftances and Conditions of 
the faid Inhabitants; which they have now, by 
their Reprefentatives in general Affembly, met at 
Philadelphia, requefted me to grant. 

KNOW YE THEREFORE, Thatforthe 
further Well-being and good Government of the 
faid Province, and Territories; and in Purfuance 
of the Rights and Powers before-mentioned, I the 
faid William Penn do declare, grant and confirm, 
unto all the Freemen,, Planters and Adventurers, 
and other Inhabitants in this Province and Territo
ries, thefe following l~iberties, Franchifes and Pri· 
vileges, fo far as in me lieth, to be held, enjoyed 
and kept, by the Freemen, Planters and Adven
turers, and other Inhabitants of and in the faid Pro
vince and Territories thereunto annexed, for ever. 

F I R S T. 
BECAUSE no People can be truly happy, 

though under the greateft Enjoyment of civil Li
berties, if abridged of the Freedom of their Con
fciences, as to their religious Profeffion and W or
fhip : And Almighty God being the only Lord of 
Confcience, Father of Lights and Spirits, and the 
Author as well as Object of all divine Knowledge, 
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Faith and Worfhip, who only doth enliahten the 
Minds, and pcrfuade and convince the U~derftand ... 
ings of People, I do hereby grant and declare, 
That no Perfon or Perfons, inhabiting in this Pro
vince or Territories, who fhall confefs and· acknow
ledge One Almighty God, the Creator, Upholder 
and Ruler of theW orld ; and profefs him or them
felves obliged to live quietly under the civil Go
vernmenr, fha11 be in any Cafe molefted or preju
diced, in his or th~ir Perfon or Eftate, becaufe· ot 
his or their confcientious Perfi.1afion or PraCtice, 
nor be compelled to frequent or maintain any reli
gious Worfhip, Place or Miniftry, contr.ary to hii. 
or their Mind, or to do or fuffer any other ACt or 
Thing, contrary to their religious Perfuafion. 
, AN D that all Perfons who alfo profefs to believe 
in Jefus Chri.ft, the Saviour of the World, fualJ be 
capable (notwithftanding their other Perfuafions 
and Practices in Point of Confcience and Religion) 
to ferve this Government in any Capacity, both le
gifiatively and executively, he or they fokmn1y 
promiGng, when lawfully required, Allegiance to 
the King as Sovereign, and Fidelity to the Pro-

- prietary and Governor, and taking the Attefts as 
now efrablifhed by the Law made at Newcaflle in 
the Year one 'I'boufand and [even Hundred, entitled, 
An AB diret/ing the Attefts of feveral Officers and 
Minifters, as now amettded and confirmed by this pre
fent Ajfembly. 

II. 
F 0 R the well governing of this Province and 

Territories, there lhaU be an Affembly yearly cho
fen, by the Freemen thereof, to confift of four 
Perfons out of each County, of m oft Note for Vir
tue, Wifdom and Ability, (or of a greater Num
ber at any Titne, as the Governor and Affembly 
1hall agree) upon the firft Day of OBober for ever ; 

-and £hall fit on the fourteenth Day gf the fame 
· T 3 Mon~h~ 
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VI. 

T HA T no Perfon or Perfons fhaJI or may, at 
any Tin1e hereafter, be obliged to anfwer any Com
plaint, Matter or Thing whatfoever, rela6ng to 
.Property, before the Governor and Council, or in 
any other Place, but in ordinary Courfe of J ufrice, 
unlefs Appeals thereunto !hall be hereafter by Law 
appointed. 

VII. 
., THAT no Perfon within this Government, 

fhall be licenfed by the Governor to keep an Ordi
nary, Tavern, or Houfe of pub lick Entertainn1ent, 
but 1bch who are firft recommended to him, under 
the Hands of the Juftices of the refpecrve Coun
ties, figned in open Court; which Juftice · are and. 
:fhall be hereby impowered, to fupprefs and forbid 
any Perfon, keeping fuch Publick- houfe as afore
faid, upon their Miibehaviour, on fuch Penalties 
as the Law doth or fhall direct ; and to recommend 
others from Time to Time, as they fhall fee Oc
caiion. 

VIII. 
IF any Perfon, through Temptation or Me

lancholy, :!hall deftroy himfelf, his Efrate, real and 
perfonal, fhall notwithilanding defcend to his Wife 
and Children, or Relations, as if he had died a na
tyral Death; and if any Perfon fhall be deftroyed 
or killed by Cafualty or Accident, there !hall be no 
Forfeiture to the Governor by Reafon thereof. 

AND no A~ Law or Ordinance whatfoever, 
!hall at any Time hereafter, be made or done, to 
alter, change or diminiih the Form or Effect of this 
Charter, or of any Part or Claufe therein, con
trary to the true Intent and Meaning thereof, with
{)Ut the Confent of the Governor for the Time be .. 
1ng, and fix Parts of [even of the A ffembly met. 

BUT 
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BUT becaufe the Happinef3 of Mankind de
pends fo much upon the. tnjoyina of Liberty of 
their Ccnfciences as aforefaid, I do l1ereby folemn1y 
declare, pt )mife and grant, for n1e, my Heirs and 
Affigns, that the firfl Article of this Charter re
lating to Liberty of Confcience, and every Part and 
Claufe therein, according to the true Intent and 
Meaning thereof, fuall be kept and remain without 
any Alteration, inviolably for ever. 

AND LASTLY, I the faid William Penn._ 
Proprietary and Governor of the Province of Pen
fylvania, and Territories thereunto belonging, for 
myfelf, my Heirs and Affigns, have folemnly de
clared, granted and confirmed, and do hereby fo· 
lemnly declare, grant and confirm, That neither I, 
my Heirs or Affigns, ihall procure or do any Thing _ 
or Things, whereby the Liberties in this Charter 
contained and expreffed, nor any Part thereof, fhall 
be infringed or broken: And if any Thing fhall be 
procured or done, by any Perfon or Perfons, con
trary to thefe Prefents, it fhall be held of no Force 
or Effect. 

IN WITNESS whereof, I the faid Willia111 
Penn, at Philadelphia in Penfylvania, have unto 
this prefent Charter of Liberties, 1et my Hand and 
broad Seal, this twenty-eighth Day of Oftober, in 
the Year of our Lord, one 'Thoufand feven Hundred. 
and One, being the thirteenth Year of the Reign of 
King W ILLI A M the '[bird, over England, Scot
land, France, and Ireland, &c. and the twenty-firft 
Year of my Government. 

AND N 0 TWIT' I-l STANDI 1r G the 
Clofure and Teft of this prtfenc Charter as afore-
faid, I think fit to add this following Provifo there
unto, as Part of the fame, '!'hat is to fay, That 
notwithftanding any Claufe or Claufes in the ~bove· 
mentioned Charter, obliging the Province and 
·:rer~itories, to join tpgeth~r in Legif1at!on, I ar.1 
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content, and do hereby declare, That if the Repte
fentatives of the Province and Territories fhall not 

_ hereafter agree to join together in Legiilation, and 
that the fame ihall be fignified unto n1e, or my De
puty, in open Affembly, or otherwife, from under 
the Hands and Seals of the Reprefentatives, for the 
Time being, of the Province and Territories, or 
the major Part of either of them, at any T'ime 
within three Years from the Date hereof, that irt 
fuch Cafe, the Inhabitants of each of the three 
Counties of this Province, 1hall not hatre lefs than 
eight Perfons to reprefent them in Affernbly, for 
the Province; and the Inhabitants of the Town of 
Philadelphia (when the faid Town is incorporated) 
two Perfons to reprefent them in Affembly ; . and 
the Inhabitants of each County in the Territories, 
1hall have as many Perfons to reprefent them, in a 
diftintl: Affernbly for the Territories, as fhall be by 
them requefted as aforefaid. 

NOT\VITHST ANDING which Separa
tion of the Province and Territories, in RefpeB: of 
Legiilation, I do hereby promife, grant and de
clare, That the Inhabitants of both Province and 
Territories, fhall feparate:ly enjoy all other Liber• 
ties, Privileges and Benefits, granted jointly to 
then1 in this Charter, any Law; Ufage~ or Cufi:om 
of this Governtnent heretofore made: and praetifed, 
or any Law made and paffed by this General Af
fembly, to the contrary hereof notwithfi:anding. 

WILLI/JM PENN. 

CJ'HIS CHAR1~ER of PRIVILEGES 
being di.ftinttly r-ead in Affimblj, and the whole 
and every P urt thereof, being approved of and 
agreed to, by us, we do thankfully receive the 
fame from uur .Pr~priettJry and Governor, at 
Philadelphia, this twenty-eighth D-ay of Oc .. 
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tober, one Thoufand feven Hundred and One. 
Signed on Behalf, and by Order of the Affimbly, 

per Jofeph Growdon, Speaker. 

Edward Shippen, 
Pbineas Pemberton, 
Samuel Carpenter, 
Gri.ffith Owen, 
Caleb Pufey., 
CJ'homas Story, 

l Proprietary and 
J nor' s Council. 

J 

f .. I N l S .. 
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'!'his Dtty is publijhed, 

A LE T HI A : Or, A General Syftem of M d .. 
ral Truths and Natural Religion. Contained 

in the Le~ters of SE LIMA, Emprefsofthe Turks, 
to her Dat1ghter ISABELLA, at Grand Cairo. 
\Vith Hiftorical and Critical Notes. 

By RicHARD MuRRAY, A. M. and J. U. B. 
§lgid ·verum at que decens, Curo, & Rogo, omnis in 

hoc fum. 

Printed for T. OsBOR NE, in Gray's-Inn. 

This Day is publijhed, 

Beautifully printed, in a neat Pocket Volume, Price 
2 s. few' d, or 2 s. 6. d. bound, 

A JOURNEY throughPartof ENGLAND 

. and ScoTLAN-D along with the ARMY, under 
the Command of his Royal Highnefs the Duke of 
CuMBERLAND. Wherein the .Proceedings of the 
Anny, and the happy Supprefiion of the Rebel
lioi1 in the Year r 7 46, are particularly defcribed. 
As alfo, the Natural Hiftory and Antiquities of 
the feveral Places paired through. Together with 
the Manners and Cuftoms of the different People, 
efpecially of the Highlanders. By a VoLUNTEER. 

Comprifed in Lveral Letters to a Friend in 
London . 

. .frinted f 1 ' ~ . OsBoR NE, in Gray's-Inn. 
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