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some particular CIRCUMSTANCES, necef:
fary to the underffanding the Life of
Perarthe GREA T.

Fl yHHE many ufeful and furprizing enter=
T % prizes undertaken, and compleated by
e 3OO 3 Petér 1. ‘none-uf whiciz‘ had ever entered
“* ‘into the imagination of any ef his prede=
ceffors, jufily intitled him to the furname of Great.
Before his time, the knowledge of the Ruffizns was
wholly confined to thofe ealy arts which are the con-
fequence of mere neceflity.  So powerful is the in=
fluence of habit over the bulk of mankind; and fo
hittle defirous are they of what they do ndt<€ompre=
hend ; the genius expounds itfelf with fo muct
difficulty, and is fo eafily difcouraged by the flight-
eft obftacles, that there is the greateflt reafon to be-
lieve that all nations continuved, for meny ages, in
a ftate of the moft profound ignorance, till, at laft,
fuch men as Peter the Great arofe, at fuch a peri=
od when it was molt proper they fhould appear
A younc gentleman of Geneva, named Le
Fort, happened accidentally to be at Molcow, with
the Danith ambaflador, about the year 1695. He
had learned the Ruflian tongue in a very fhort time,
and {poke almoft all the European languages. - Pe.
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i CIRCUMSTANCES CONCERNING

ter the Grear, who was then nineteen years i age€,

faw Le Fort, took a liking to him, empluyed him
Gt as a fervant, and afterwards admitred him in=
to the moft intimate familiarity.  From him he
learned, that there was another way of living and

ning than that which had always been unhap-

rel

pily eftablithed throughout his large empire 3 and,
had it not been for this young gentleman, Ruflia
had @il continued in its primitive [ate of rude-
nels and barbarifm.

Ferer muft have come into the world ‘with a
foul truly great, otherwife he never would have
hearkened fo readily to the initru&ions of a ftranger,
nor been able to conquer all the prejudices of the
prince and of the Ruflian. He foon cbferved he
bad a nation and an empire to model anew ; but
he was p-:ﬁ'c.ﬂ'cd of no means equal to rhe accoms
plithment of fuch a difficult and ncble undertakiog,
From that time he came to a refolution of depart=
ing from his kingdom, and of going, like Prome=
theus, to borrow the celeftial fire to animate his
compa
fpark among the Dutch, who, about three hundred
years before, wece as deflitute of it as the Ruflians
themfelves. He could not, however, exzcute his

He went to fearch for this heavenly

fcheme fo foon as he could have defired. He was
obliged to maintain a war againft the Turks, or ra=
ther againft the Tartars, in 1696 ; and he did not
g 11 his realms till he had fubdued his mz-:mics, to
go and iearn all the arts which were quite unknown
in Ruffia.  The matter of the largeft empire in the
world lived almoft two years at Amiterdam, and in
the

‘_:...__e._-___...-k&'."
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the villape "-snr am, under tke name Di‘ Peter
éli

Micha

He u:uucd his name to be C'I.IC‘:!;‘(l an

f ugh commonly called Mr Peter Bas,

ong the car-
P:n:’rs of that famous wvillage, which furnifhed
fhips to almeoft all § urope. He handled the adze
and the compafs; and, after ha aving worked in his
fliop at fhip-tuil ing, he ftudied geography, geo-
metry, and hittory.  [he croud ar firft flocked a~
bout him § but he foon checked their curiofity, by
repelling his impertinent vifiters with a good deal
of harfhnefs ani feverity, which, however, thofe
people, fo remarkable for pride and refentment, bore
very patiently.  The Dutch was the firft language
he learned ; he then applied bimfelf to the German,
which appeared to him a very fmooth and harmo-
nious tongue, and which he commanded to be fpoke
at his own court.

He  acquired likewife a‘little of the Englith in
his vovage to London; but he never underftood
the French, which hath fince become the langiage
of Petefburg, under the Emprels Elizabeth, in
proportion as the nation has been civilized and po-
lithed.

HE was tall ; his countenance was noble and
majeftic, bur fometimes disfipured by convulfions,
which even altered the features of his face. This
defect in his organs was commonly attributed to the
glieéts of poifon, which was thought to have been
given him. by his fifter Sophia.  But the seal poi-
fon was the wine and brandy, in which, confiding
too much®in the firength of his conflitution, he
frequendy in ulged himfclf to excefs,

A2 Hs




CIRCUMSTANCES CONCERNING

He coaverfed 2s freely with a common works=
man as with the general of an army. In this he
2éled not like a barbarian, who makes no diffinéti=
on befween men of different ranks, nor like a pos
pular prince, who wants to ingratiate himfelf with

y3 he ated like a man who wanted to
acquire knowledge. He loved women as much as
his rival Charles X1I. dreaded them; and, as in
eating, fo in matters of gallantry, cvery thing was
equally good. He valued himfelf much mere on
¢ing able to drick a great quantity, than on pof-
a nice and exquifite tafte, capable of diftin=

every body

a
guiiking your excellent and delicious wines.

[T is commonly remarked, that kings and legil-
lators {hould not allow themfelves to be hurried a-
way by the violence of paffion : but no man was e=
ver more paflionate, or lefs merciful, than the Czar
Peter. This is one of thofe defeéts in the character
of kings, which they are readier to confefs than re-
form: at lafty however, he became fenfible of his
w‘:.--_l.x-ul}, and, in his fecond journey to Holland,
he faid to a magilirate of that country, *¢ I have re<
formed my fubjects, but have not been able to re-
form myfelf.” It mult be confefled, however, that
the barbarities with which he is reproached were
as cuftomary at the court of Mofcow, as at that of
Morocco.  Nothing was more common; than to
{ec 4 Czar infli@ing an hundred lathes witha bull’s
pizzle upan the bare fhoulders of one of the Arft
officers of the crown, or of a maid of homour, for
having negleéted their duty through drunkennefs:

or trying the goodnefs of his fabre by cutting off
the
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the head of a malefa@or. Peter had performed fome
of thefe Ruflian ceremonies. Le Fort, indeed, had
gained fuch an afcen

ant over him, as to be able,
fometimes. to ftop his hand when he was juit upon
the point of giving the blow ;. but, unhappily, Le
Fort was not always along with him.

Hrs journey to Holland, and elpecially his tafte
for the arts, which now began to difplay itlelf, (oft-
ened his manners a little ; for it is the natural ten-
dency of all the'arts to render men niore tender and
fociable. He often breakfafted with a geographer,
who made fea-charts with him. He fpent whole
days with the celebrated Ruifch, who ficft inyented
the art of making thofe curious injeétions, which
have carried anatomy to fuch great perfelion, and
have freed it from its former naufeoufnels. Peter
gave himfelf, to the age of twenty-two, fuch an e-
ducation as a Dutch mechanic would have given a
fon in whom he perceived fome fparks of genius;
and this education was far more than what any ems
peror of Ruflia before him had ever received. At
the fame time, he fent the young Mulcovites to tra-
vel and improve themfelves in all the European na-
tions.  But his firlt attempts of this nature was at-
tended with little fuccefs. His new dilciples did
not imitate the example of their mafter 5 there was
even-one of them that had been fent to Venice, who
never came out of his chamber, that fo he might have
no caufe to reproach himfelf with having feen any
other “country than Ruflia. ~ Their priefts infufed
into them ‘this firong averfion to foreign countries,
who alledged that travelling was an unpardonable
A 3 crume




vi CiRCUMSTANCES CONCERNING

zrime in a Chriltian, for the fame reafon that the
Jews, in the Old [eftament, Had been forbid to af-
fume the manners of their neighbours, more rich
and more induftrious than themfelves

He left Amfterdam in 1698, and went to Engs
fand, not in the charater of a thipwright, nor 1a
that of a king, but under the name of a Ruflian
gentleman who travelled for his inftru&ion  He
faw and examined every thing. He even went to
the Englifh theatre, though he did not underftand
the language ; but he found in the playhoufe an
actrefs, called Mifs Crofts, from whom he received
fome favours, without having the generofity to make
her fortune.

King William caufed a convenient houfe to be
fitted up for his accommodation, which is a very
great compliment in London. Palaces are not ‘
common in ‘thar large ciry; there you hardly fee il
any thing but low houfes, with paltry gates, like '
thofe of our fhops, without court or garden. In-
different as the houfe was, the Czar found it too
genteel ; and that he might have the better oppor-
tunity of improving himfelf in naval affairs, he took
up his lodging in Wapping. He frequently put
on a failor’s habit, and made ufe of this difguile to
engage numbers of them in his {ervice.

He formed the defign of drawing the Wolga and
the Tanais into the fame channel, when he was at
J.ondon.  He even intended to join the Dwina to
thefe two rivers by a canal; and thus to re-unite

" the Ocean and the Black and Cafpian Seas. The
Englih whom he carried along with him ferved
: him
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PETER Ttue GRE
him but poorly in this extenfive projeét; and the
Turks, who took Afoph from him in 1742, Oppe-
fed the execution of fuch an immen{: pndertaking

HarreNinG to run fhort of money at London,
the merchants of that city offered him a hundred
thoufand crowns, provided he would grant them a
liberty of tranfporting tobacco into Ruffia. =~ This
was not only a great novelty in Mulcovy, but was
even inconfiftent with the eftablithed religion. The
Patriarch had excommunicated all that {inoked to-
bacco, becaule their enemies, the Turks, fmoked ?
and the clergy confidered it as one of the greatel
privileges of their order, to hinder the Ruiﬂm: from
fmoking, The Czar, however, accepted the hun=
dred thoufand crowns 3 and undertook to introduce
the pradtice of fmoking even among the clergy
themfelves, He likewile refolved to make feveral
other alterations in the religious {yftem:

It is commonly a cuftom for fovereigns to make
prefents to fuch noble travellers ; and the prefent
which King William made to the Czar was a gene
teel one, worthy of them both; he gave him a yacht
of twenty-five guns, a good failor, gilt like a Ros
man alrar, and ftored with provifions of every kind
and. the whole fhip’s crew cheacfully confented
that they fhould be included in the prefent. Peter
himfelf was the chiet pilot in this yacht, and return.
ed to Holland to revifit his carpenters. From
thence, about the middle of the year 1698, he
went, to Vienna, where he had no need to Rlay fo-
long as at_London, becaufe at the court of the gi.ve
Leopold there was much more ceremony to be pers

A g foimed,
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formed, and far lefs infiruflion to be acquired. Af-
ter having viewed Vienna, he intended to have
gone to Venice, and from thence to Rome; buta
rebellion, occafiened by his abfence, and by the
permiflion of fmoking, obliged him immediately to
return to Mofcow. The Strelitzes, the ancient
troops of the Czars, fomewhat a-kin to the Janiffs
ries, as turbulent, as undifciplined, not fo courage-
ous, and as barbarous, were inftigated to revolt by
{ome monks and abbots, half Greeks and half Rul-
fians, who perfuaded them that God was highly pro-
voked at the introdu&ion of tobacco into Mufcovy 5
and thus threw the whole realm into a flame about
this important quarrel. Peter, who was fully ap-
prized of the great power of the monks and Stre-
Titzes, had taken his meafures accordingly. He
had a numerous body of forces, compofed almoft
entirely of foreigners, well difciplined, well paid,
and well armed, and who {moked under the com-
mand of General Gordon, a man who underftood
the art of war thoroughly, and no friend to the
monks. This was the very point in which the Sul-
tan Ofman had failed, when endeavouring, like Pe«
ter, to reform his Janiflaries, and having no power
to oppefe their obftinate difpofition, he was fo
far from being able to reform them, that he loft his
life in attempting it.

PeTer’s armies were now put upon the fame
footing with thofe of the other princes of Europe.
fle employed his Englith and Dutch carpenters in
building fhips at Veronitz, upon the Tanais, four -
hundred leagues from Molcow. ke ornamented

the
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the towns, provided for their fafety, made high-
ways five hundred leagues in length, eftablifhed all
forts of manufactures; and, what makes the pro-
found ignorance in which the Buffians were at
that time conipicuous, their principal manuwatture
was that of pins IFhey now make flowered vel=
vets, and gold and filver fiuffs at Mofcow. Such
mighty things may be performed by one man, when
he is an abfolute fovereign, and knows how to exert
his authorirty !

ue war he carried on againft Charles XI. to
ecover the provinces which the Swedes had fore
merly raken from the Ruflians, notwith@tanding the
bad fuccefs with which it was at firft atrended, did
not prevent him from continuing his reformations
both-in church and (tate; and accordingly, at the
end of 1 69y, he ordered that the enfuing year
fhould begin in the month of January; and not in
the month of September. The Ruflians, who
thought that God had formed the world in_Septem-
ber, were amazed to hear that their Czar had pow-
er to alter what God had eftablithed. This change
began with the eighteenth century, and was uthered
in by a grand jubilee, which the Czarappointed by
his own authoricyy forhaving fuppreficd the digni-
ty of the Patriarch, he exercifed all the funétions
of that office himfelf. It is not true, as is coms=
monly reported, sthat he put the Patriarch into the
madhoufe of Mofcow.  Whenever he had a mind,
at once to divert:himfelf and infli€k punithment, he
ufed to fay to the criminal, *“ T make you a fool "
and the perfonto'whom he gave this pretty appella-

A s tion,
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tion, were he even the firft nobleman of the king=
dom, was forced to carry a bauble, jacket, and bells,
and to divert the court. in quality of his Czarith
majefty’s fool.  This tafk, however, he did not im=
pofe upon the Putriarch 3 he contented himfelf with
fimply fupprefling an employment which thofe who
had enjoyed it had abufed to fuch a degree, that
they obliged the emperors to walk before them once
a year, holding the bridle of the patriarchal horfe
a ceremony which the Czar laid afide.

IN order to have a greater number of fubjeéls,
he refolved to have fewer monks; and accordingly
commanded, that, for the future, no perfon under
fifty years of age fhould be allowed to rake the ha=
bit of that order; the confequence of which was,
that in his time, of all the countries that contained
monks, Ruflia contzined the feweft; but after his
death, this weed, which he had fo happily extirpats
ed, fprung up afreth ; owing partly to that natuoral
foible of all monks, the defire of enlarging their
numbers, and partly to the ridiculous indulgence
of fume governments, in permitting fuch a perni-
cious praélice,

HEe likewile made fome prudent regulations re-
lating to the ¢lergy, and tending to the reformati»
on of their lives, although his own, in all confci-
ence, was licentious enough : but he wifely judged,
that many things are allowable in a king, that would
be extremely indecent ina prieflt. ~ Before his time
the women were always feparated from:the men.
In'Ruflia it was an unknown thing, that a hufband
thould cver fee the Jady he was to marry. The firk
acquaint:nce
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acquaintance he contracted with her was at church
and .one of the nuptial prefents was a large handful
of twigs, which the bridegroom fent to the bride,
as a kind of warning, that, on.the firft fault, the
had reafon to expect alittle matrimonial correction.
nity ; but fuch wives as ufurped the fame right
over their hufbands were interred alive

PeTer laid afide the'bundle of twigs; prohi-
bited the hufbands from killing their wives ; and,
in order to match the two f

der v alite A1 La
dence and equality, and by that means to make the

xes with greater prus
1.

married flate more happy, he introduced the cultom
of making the men and women eat together, and
of prefenting the fuitors to their miltreffes before
the confummation of the nuptials. In fhort, he
profecuted his falutary fchemes fo srigoroully and
refolutely, that he at.laft eftablilhed the focial (tate
throughout all hiskingdom, No one is igndrant of the
regulation he made for obliging bis noblemen and
their ladies to hold affemblies, where all tranfgrel-
fions againft the Ruflian politenels were punithed,
by obliging. the guilty perfon to drink a large glafs '
of brandy, fo that the honourable cempany fre-
guently went home very drunk, but litde correct-
ed. But it was a work of no {mall merit to intro-
duce even a kind of imperfelt {ociety. among a peo-
ple who had hitherto lived in the moit barbarous
manner. He even ventured to exhibit plays The
princefs Natalia; one of his fiflers, wrote fome tra-
gedies in the Ruflian language, not unhke thofe
of Shakelpeare, in which tyrants and harlequins form

A 6 the
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the chief charadters. The band of mufic was com=
pofed "of Ruffizn fiddles, wpon which they played
with bulls’ pizzles. They have now French co-
medies and Italian operas at Peterfburg; in every
thing, grandeur and tafte hath fucceeded to barba-
rity.  Une of Peter’s moft ‘diflicult attempts was
to fhorten the coats of his fubjes, and to make
them fhave their beards. This was the fubje&l of
great murmuring, and of feveral complaints. © How
was it poflible to teach a whole nation to make their
cloaths after the German fathion, and to ufe the
razor? However difficult the undertaking was, it
was at laft accomplifhed, by placing at the gates of
every town a f{ufficient number of tailors and bar-
bers; the former clipped the coats, and the latter
fhaved the beards, of all thofe who entered 3 and
fuch as refufed to fubmit to thefe regulations were
obliged to pay a fine equal to forty pence of our
coin. But in a fhort time, the people chufed much
rather to part with their beards than their money.
The women, who greatly preferred a fmooth to a
rough chin, afliffed Peter in this reformation : to
him . they were obliged for being exempted from
the difcipline of the whip, for being indulged with
the company of the men, and for having {moother

and more decent faces to kifs
While Peter amufed himfelf in making thefe
reformations, and while he was bufied in a bloody
war againlt the king of Sweden, he laid, in 1704,
the foundations of the large city and harbour of
Peterfburg, in a morafs. where there was not befare
fo much as-a fingle hut.  He laboured with his
own
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own hands in building the firft houfe ; no difficul-
ties were fufficient to leffen his ardour : workmen
were obliged co come from the frontiers of Aftra-
can, and from the coalt: of the Black and Calpian
Seas, to the coalt of the Baltic.  Above an hun-
dred thoufand men perithedsin the undertaking,
partly by the fevere labour they were obliged to
undergo, and partly by the want and hardthips to
which they were expofed ; but, notwithitanding
thefe obitruéions, the city was at lait raifed Fhe
harbours ot Archangel, ot Aftracan, and of Vero-
nick, were likewife erected.

[o defray the expences of executing fuch extens
five projeéts, of fupporting fleets in the Baltic Sea,
and of maintaining an hundred thoufand regular
troops, the public revenue, at that time, was only
about twenty millions of livres. I bave {cen an ex~
aét account of it, in the pofle(lion of a gentleman
who had been an ambaffador at Peterfburg Bat
the wages of the workmen were proportioned to the
wealth of the kingdom. It ought to be remember=
ed, that the crection of the pyramids coft the fo=
versigns of Kgypt nothing but onions. I repeat it
again 3 we have only to exert our utmoft endea-
vours , we can never exert them enough.

Arrer Peter had created his nation, as it were,
he tiought he might take the liberty ot gratfying
hi- own humour, by efpoufing his miftrels, who ve~
ry well deferved to_have ham for a hufband ; "and
accordingly the marriage was publicly tolemunized,
in' the yeur 1712. = I'his lady was the famous Ca-
therine, originally an orphan, bornin the village of

Ringen,
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Ringen, in Efthonia, brought up by a vicar out of
b =1
mere charity, married to a Livonian foldier, and

taken prifoner by a party of the enemy two days af="

ter her marriage. She was ficlt a fervant in the
family of General Bauer, and afterwards in that of
Menzikoff, who, from a paftry-cook’s boy, became
a prince of the empire, and the firft fubjeck in the
nation. At laft fhe was married to Peter the Great,
and, after his death, became Emprefs of Ruflia ; a
dignity to which her excellent virtues and abilities
gave her a jult claim. She prodigioufly foftened
the harfhnefs of her hufband’s manners; and faved
many more backs from the knout; and many more
heads from the axe, than ever General Le Fort had
been able to do. She was beloved and revered by
the people. A German baron, a mafter of. horle
to an abbot of Fulda, would have difdained to have
taken Catherine for a wife 3 but Peter thought, that
with him merit did not need to be fet off by a ge-
nealogy of thirty-two defcents. Princes are apt to
belicve that there is no grandeur but what they con-
fer 3 and that with them every one are equal Cer-
tain it is, bisth makes no more difference between
one man and another, than between one afs’s father
that carried dung, and another that carried relics.

- Education makes a great difference, talents make a

greater, and tortune the greateft of all Catherine
had received, from her curate of Eithonia, an edu-
cation as good, at lealt, as any lady of Mofcow, or
of Archangel ; and fhe was born with greater abi=
Jities, and with a more elevated foul. She had ma-
naged the tamily of General Bauer, and thatof
Prince
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Prince Menzikoff, though fhe could neither read nor
write. Whoever is capable to rule a large family,
is likewi{e capable to rule a nation {'his perhaps
may feem to be a paradox ; but undoubtedly it re-
quires the fame ccconomy, the fame wifdom and re-
folurion, to command a hundred perfons, as to
command theufands.

Prince Alexis, fon to Peter, who, like him,
bad efpoufed a flave, and, like him, had privately
quitted Muicovy, had nor the fame fuccefs in his
two undertakings. He even loft his life in an ill-
judged attempt. to copy the example of his father.
"I'his was one of the moft fhocking alls of feverity
that ever fovereign exercifed: but what reflets great
honour upon the memory of the Empiefs Cathe~
rine, fhe had no hand in the untimely end of this
prince, who was fprung from another bed, and who
bated every thing that his father loved : Catherme
was never accufed of having alted the cruel ftepe
mother. The great crime of the unhappy Alexis
was, that he was too much a Rufliin, and that be
difapproved of all the noble and illuftrious things
which his father had done for the glory and advan-
tage of the nation. One day, as he heard fome
Mufcovites complain of the hard labour they were
obliged to endure in building Peterfburg, ‘¢ lake
comfort, {(faid he) this city (hall not ftand long.”
When he ought to have been attending his father,
in thofe journcys of five or fix hundred leagues,
which the Czar frequently undertock, he pretended
to be fick : the phyficians purged him feverely for
a dileafe with wh.ch he was not troubled ; and fo

many
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many medicines, joined to large quantities of bran-
dy, at once impaired his health and altered his tems
per. He difcovered at firft an inclination to learn-
ing ; he underflood geometry and hiftory, and had
learned the German language 3 but he neither lo-
ved war, nor would he ftudy the artof it; and this
was the fault with which his fatherchiefly reproach=
ed him  He had been married in 5711, to the
Princefs of Wolfenbuttle, fifter to the Emprefs, the
wife of Charles IV.  This marriage proved very
unhappy ; the Princefs’s company was often ahan-
doned for debauch of brandy, and for the carefles of
one ‘Afrofina, a Finland girl, tall, handfome, and
agreeable. Some people pretend that the Princefs
died of forrow, if, indeed, it can ever be the occa=
fion of death; and that 'afterwards Alexis married
Afrofina privately, in 1713, juft ar the time when
the Emprefs Catherine was delivered of another
fon, at which he was not very well pleafed.

The difguft between the father and fon became
every day more inveterate, till at laft, in 1710, Pe-
tér threatened rto difinherit the Prince, and the lat-
ter declared his intention of raking the monkifh ha-
bit.

In 517 the Czar refumed his travels, as well
from political views, as from the motive of curiofi-
ty; and, accordingly, he now repaired to France.
Had his fon been inclined to revolty, bad he in re-
ality fecured ‘a ‘party in his interelt, this was the
time ‘to put his fcheme in exccuation ;' bur, :uftcad
of remaimng in Rufliz;, and gaining parufans, he

went to travel like nis fathery - atter having,- with

grcat

.
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great difficulty, colle&ted a few thoufand ducats,
which he privately borrowed. He now threw him-
felf into the arms of the Emperor Charles VI, the
brother-in-law of his late fpoufe - For fome time
he lived incognito at Vienna 3 from thence he went
to Naples, where he continued very near a whole
year. without either the Czar Peter, or any one in
Rufha, knowing where he was,

WHiLE the fon lay thus concealed, the father
was at Paris, where he was treated with all the re-
fpect and deference which he had met with in other
nations, and with a politenefs which he could find
no where but in France. It he wentto {ee a ma-
nufafture, and was charmed with any particular
piece of work, he was {ure to receive it the follow-
ing day in a prefent He went to dine with the
Duke d’Antin. at Petithourg, where the firlt thing
he faw was his own picture at full length, with the
fame drefs which he wore. When he went to fee
the royal colleftion of medals, the minters (truck
feveral medals of every kind -before him, and pres
ferted them to him with great politenefs ; at laft
they ftruck one, which they defignedly dropped at
bis feet, and left him to take it up; on this he faw
himiclf very elegantly engraved, with thefe words,
Peter THE GREAT ; the reverfe was a Fame,
with this infcription, Vires acquirit eunds ; an al-
legory equally jult and flattering to'a prince who
really encreafed his knowledge by his travels,

Uron beholding the tomb and ftatue of ,Cardi-
nal de Richlieu, worthy of the perfonage whom it
reprefents, Peter difcovered- one ol thofe violent

traniports,
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tranfports, and exprefled one of thofe noble fenti~
ments, which none but exalted minds are capable
of feeling. He afcended the tomb, and embracing
the ftatue, in an extafly exclaimed, ¢ Great ftatel-
man, why was you not born in my time ? I would
have given you one half of my empire, to teach me
to rule the other.” A gentleman, poflelfed of lefs
enthufialm than Peter, upon hearing thefe words
explained, which were originally pronounced in
the Ruffian language, remarked, * [hat if he had
given him one half of it, he would not have been
long able to preferve the other.”

AFTER Peter had traverfed France, where eve=-
ry thing difpofes the mind to mildnefs ane clemen=
oy, he returned to his own country, and there re-
fumed all his former feverity.  Having prevailed
upen his fon to leave Naples and repair to Peterfs
burg, the young Prince was condued from thence
to Mofcow, and brought into the prefence of his
father, who immediately deprived him of his right
of fuccellion, and made him fign a folemn deed of
renunciation, about the latter end of January 1718,
in confideration of which he promifed not to put
bim to death.

It was not however improbable, that fuch an
act might one day be reverfed ; in order, thereforey
to flrengthen it the more, the Czar forgetting his
paternal chara&er, and confidering himfelf only as
the founder of a kingdom, which his fon perhaps
might replunge into. barbarity, caufed a procefls to
be openly begun againft this unhappy prince,
touching fome refervations he was fuppofed to bave
made

e ——
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made in the a&t of renunciation, which had been

extorted from him
An aflembly of bifhops, abbots, and profeflors,
was called ; thefe reverend judges found, that, in
the Old Teftament, thofe who curfed their father
and mother were worthy of death : that, indeed,
David had forgiven his fon Abfalom, who had re-
volted againit him j but that God had never par-
doned him. Such was their opinion, without coms=
ing to any final determination ; and yet it was the
fame in fact as if they had Ggned a warrant for his
exccution. The Czarowitz had never curfed his
father ; he had never revolted like Abfalom 5 he had
never lain publicly with the king’s concubines; he
had travelled indeed without the king’s confent,
and he: had writ fome letters to his friends,. in
which he had only expreffed - his hopes that they
would, one day, remember him in Ruffia ; but not-
withflanding thofe favourable circumftances, of the
hundred and twenty-four fecular judges who fat on
his trial, there was not one but what voted for his
death; and fuch of them:as could not write caufed
their names. to be figned by others. A report has
been fpread abroad in Europe, and it has been often
committed to writing, that the Czar caufed to be
tranflated, from the Spanifh into the Raflian lan-
guage, the criminal procels againlt Don Carlos,
that unhappy prince and heir of an immenfe king~
dom, whom his father Philip II. calt into prifon,
where he wretchedly died : but the truth is; there
never was any procels commenced againit Don Car-
loss nor was the manner of his death, whether na-
tural
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tural or violeat, ever fully known. Befides, 'the
Czar, of all the moft defpotic fovereigne, nceded not
any precerdents What is certain 1s, that the flon
expired in his bed the day after the trial, and Peter
had then at Mofcow one of the beft furnithed apo-
thecaries fhops in kEurope. It is probable, however,
thar the death of the Czarowitz, the heir of the lar-
gelt kingdom in the world, and unanimouily con=
denned by thofe who were now his father’s fub-
je€ts, and who, had he lived, would have onc day
become his, might be owing to the terrible fhock
which afentence fo fatal and unprecedented muft
have given to his conftitution.  The father paid a
vilit to his fon when juft upon the point of expi=
ring, and is faid to have fhed fome tears.' Infelix,
utcumgue ferent ea jfata nmepstess But notwichs
ftanving his rearsy the wheels were! covered with
the broken limbs of his fon’s friznds. He even
beheaded his own brother-in-law, the Count La-
puchin, whom. he had repudiated, and uncle to
Prince Alexis, wholfe conteflor likewife loft his
head. If the Rullians have béen civilized, it muft
be owned they have paid dearly for their polite-
nefs.

‘The remaining part of the Czar’s life was fpent
in the profecution of thofe great defigns, and of
thofe glorious fchemesiand projects that {eemed to
efface the memory of his eruelties, which, after all,
perhaps; were abfolutely neceflary, He often made
{pecches to his cou't and council ; in one of thefe
he told them, that he had faciificed his {fon to the
fafety and weliare of his dommions.

AFTER

- —
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AFTER the glorious prace which he at laft con-
cluded with Sweden, in 1721, by which he ob-
tained all Livon:a, Eftonia, and Ingermania, and
the half of Carelia, and Wibourg, the ftates of
Ruflia gave him the name of Great, of Father of
bis country, and ot Empercr. The flates were re-
prefented by the fenate, who folemnly conferred
thefe titles upon him in prefence of the Count de
Kiniki, minifter of the Emperor, of Mr. de Cam-
predon, .envoy of France, and the ambafladors of

Prufia and Holland. The princes of Europe have
been gradually accuftomed to give this title of Em~

peror to: the Ruflian fevereign; but this dignity
doecs not prevent the TFrench ambaffadors from ta-
king the right hand of thofe of Ruflia upen all oc-
cafions.

Tue Ruiflians ought without doubt to look upon
the Czar as the greatelt of men. From the coafls
of the Baltic Sea to the frontiers of China, heis a
hero : but-ought he to be regarded in the fame light
among us ? Is he comparable to our Condés, or our
Villare, in:valour, or to an infinite number of
aur. cotemporaries -in wifdom, in genius, and in
morals # No; but he was a king, and a king but
indifferently educated 3 and he performed what,
perhaps, a thoufand favereigns in his fitnation
would never have done. He was poflefled of chat
ftrength of mind which raifes a man above all forts
of prejudice, as well with regard to the paft as the
prefent. He was an architeét who built with brick,
and who, in any other nation, would have built
Had he reigaed in France, he would

have

with marble.
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have carried the arts, from the conditidn in which
they now are, to the bigheft pitch of perieftion.
His having five and twenty large fhips on the Baltie
Sea-was an objedt of admiration: in our ports he
would have had two hundred.

ONE may eafily judge what he would have done
at Paris, when we form a view of what he has
done at Peterfburg.  What furprifes me the moft
is, the little reafon there was to hope that fuch a
man as Peter the Great thould ever have arifen at
Mofcow. It was as all the men who have ever in-
habited Ruflia is to one, that a genius, fo different
from the general charater of their nation, weculd
never be beltowed upon any Ruflian 5 and it was 1Hill
farther, as fixteen million, the number of the Ruf-
fians at prefent, is to one, that this genius would
not fall to the ot of the Czar in particular,  Bur,
notwithftanding’ thefe improbabilities, the thing
has actually happened. A prodigious. number of
favourable circumftances muit hare concurred ; an
infinite feries of ages muft have elapfed, before na-
ture produced the man who invented the plough, “
or him to whom we aie indebted for the art of
weaving.,  The Ruffians, at prefent, are not fure
prifed at their rapid progrefs; in Jefs than fifty
years they have become fo familiarly acquainted
with all theiarts, that one would imagine they had
been in pofleflion of them from remote antiquity.
There are till large tracts of land in A fiica that re-
quite the reforming hand of a Peter the Great s fuch:
a ‘'one may happen tecome in fome millionsef years;
for all things come net fo foon as we would delire.

: THE

——— e ——————
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i’f' { L% H O could have faid in the year 1700,

N b“sa that a magnificent and polite court would
!2.9; 4;

N be eftablifhed at the bottom of the gulph
LR of Tinland ? that the inhabitants of Ca-

fan, Solikam, and of the banks of the Welga and
&allk

aik, would be in the rank of our bell difciplined

t:oops, and obtain victories in Germ any, after ha=
ving conquered the Swedes and Turks ? that an ems=
pire of two thoufand leagues, almolt unknown to us
till then, would be polithed in fifty years ? that its
influence fhould extend to all the European courts 3
and that in year 1739, the molt zcalous pro-

% 13 & e
g would be a Rufian 7 Any one

who had dared to fay this would have paffed for the
mofl chimerical -man in the worlde PETER the
:

1 [ 14 3 * U
alone formed the plan of this revo-

lutiar
iution,
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lution, is, perhaps, of all princes, he, whofe a&ions
deferve moft to be handed down to pofterity.

Tue court of Peterfburg has favoured the au-
thor employed in this work with all the authentic
documents. It is mentioned in the body of this
biftory, that thele memoirs are depofited in the
public library at Geneva, a city much frequented,
and in whofe neighbourhood this hiftorian refides;
but fince his whole inftrutions, nor the intire jour=
nal of PeTER the GREAT have yet been com-
municated to him, he has thought proper to keep
thefe records at his own houfe, which are fhewn to
all the curious, with the fame facility as they would
have been by the keepers of the public library at Ge=
neva; and the whole will be depofited there as foon
as the fecond volume is finifhed.

TrE public already have fome pretended hifto~
ries of PETER the GrEAaT, moft of which have
been compofed from news-papers. That which
has been publifhed at Amilerdam, in four volumes,
under the name of the Boyard Neftefuranoy, is one
of thofe too much frequented typographical frauds,
Such are the memoirs »f Spain, printed under the
name of Don Juan de Colmenar, and the hiftory of
Lewis X1V, compiled by the Jefuit La Motte, from
the pretended memoirs of a minilier of ftate, and
imputed to La Martiniere : fuch are the hiltories of
prince Eugene, count Bonneval, and many ochers.

I'T is thus the fine art of printing is .made fub=
fervient to a commerce the moft delpicable. A
Dutch bookfeller orders a book to be wrote, jult as a

manufaciurer would order his [ervants to work him
a
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a piece of cloth: and

whote necefliry

nluckily there are writers

i them to’fell their labour to

thefe merchants, a journeymen for hire. 4lence

arife all thole infipid pancgyrics and defamatory li-
bels, with which the public are opprefied ; which
is one of the moft thameful vices of cur age.
Never did biflory ftand more in need of au-
thentic proofs than at prefent, when they fo info-
lently traflic with falthood. The author who now
gives tothe public-.the Hil tory of the Rufflian Em-
pire under the reign of PETER the GREAT, is
the fame perfon who thirty years ago wrote the |
tory of Charles XII. from the memoirs of many
people of public chara@er, who had long lived near

this monarch. The prefent hiftory is a confirma=
tion of, and fupplement to the former.

We think ourfelves here obliged, by a refpet to
the public, and to truth, to publifh an undeniable
tetimony. which will thew whar credit ought to be
attributed to the hiftory of Charles XII.

TnE king of Poland, and duke of Lorrain, not
long ago made that work be read over again tohin
at Commercy; he wasfo flruck with the truth of fo
many actions which he had been witnefs of, and fo
angry at the infolence with which they had been
called in quellion, in (ome libels and journals, that
he was plealed to ftrengthen, by the feal of his own
hich the hiftorian deferves s

depofition, the credir w
but not being able to wiite himfelf, he made oneof his
principal officers draw up the following certificate. *

* My dutv oblizing me to caufe'it to ke printed, I have taken the [i-

bert fpare from the eyes of the reader fome too hopourable terns,

VoL, L 3 fWe
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¢ Wg lieutenant-general of the king’s armies,
€ orand marefchal of the houthold ro his Polith ma=
¢ jefty, and commandant of Toul, of the two Bars,
¢ e, certify, that his Polith majeily, alter having
¢ heard the hiftory of Charles X1I. read, wrote by

¢« M, de V (the laft Geneva edition), not on=
¢ ly praifed the fiile ‘of that hiftory, and ad=
« mired thofe firokes —which charaterife 2ll

¢ the compofitions of that illuftrious author ; but
¢ has alfo done us the honour to declare, that he
¢ was ready to give a certificate to M. de V——in
¢ order to attelt the truth of the facls contained in
¢« this hiftory. ‘T'his prince moreover adds, that
« M. de V has not forgot or mifplaced any in-
¢ terefling circumftance s and that every thing in
«¢ this hiftory 1s true, and in its proper order ; that
« ‘be has treated of Poland,and all the events which
¢¢ have happened there, &c. as if he had been an
“ f-}-e-wime'{s. We further certify, that this prince
¢« has ordered us to write immediately to M. de
¢ Y to inform him of what'we ha\'cjuﬁ heards;
« and sffure him of his majelty’s elteem and friend=

s¢ fhip.

« Jyg great clteem we have for the reputation
¢« of M. de V—— and which every man of honcur
st gught to have for teftimonies which atteft the
¢ pruthof fadts contained in contemporary hiftoriesy
¢t has ergaged us to afk leave from the king of Po=
«t Jand to fend M. de V—— a certificate in form,
« of every thiny which his majefty has done us the
foritis evident that thel are owing bat fo the indulgence and good-
nefs of the prinee, for which reafon T have reducéd myfelf @kly 1o the

teftimony given in fayeur of the trath.
¢ honour
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 honour to mention. The king of Poland not
only confented to it, but even commanded us to

fend it, defiring M. de V—— to make ufe of it
as often as he thinks proper, either by commus
nicating it, printing it, &c.”

* Done at Commercy, this 11th day of July,

“ 1759,
¢ The Count de TrEssaAN.”

TH1s a& being fent to the author, furprized him
{fo much the more agreeably, as it came from a king,
as well acquainted with all thefe events as Charles
XIL himfelf ; and who, befides, is fo well known
in Europe for his love for truth, and benevolence.

WE bave alfo a multitude of authentic teftimo-
nies concerning the hiftory of the age of Lewis XIV.
a work no lefs true and important, whérein the au=
thor breathes the fpirit of patriotifm 3 yet his reflpe&t
for his country has no where inticed him to cenceal
the truth, nor ever prompted him to amplify the
good, or difguife the evil 3 a work compoled wich~
out intereft, hope or fear, by a perfon whofe fitua~
tion in life has placed him above flattering any body.

THEKE are but few quorations in the age of Lewis
XIV. becaufe the events in the beginning of that
period are known to every body, and wanted only
to be put in their proper hght; and as for the later
events, the author has been a witnefs of them him-

}

o
he Rufhan

felf. 'On the contrary, in the hittory of ¢

empire, he always quotes his vouchers, the chicf of
I ’ ) 1 3
EAT himicll,

Big SECT.

whom is P_71eR the (
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W have nct given ourfelves the unneceflary trous
ble, in this Hiftory of PETER the GREAT, of vain=
ly inquiring into the origin of the many nations.
which compofe the immienfe empire of Ruflia, from
the Kamtfhatka to the Baliic fea It would be a
firange undertdkimgto.attemptto prove, by authentic
pieces, that the Huns formerly came from the north
of China into Siberia; and that the Chinefe them-
iclves are a colony of Lgyptians. I know that fome
philofophers of great merit feem to think that there
is » kind of conformity between thefe nations ; but
we have been too much deceived by their conjece
tures, which fome have ¢ven attempted to convert,

S

e i e

mto certainty.

"THus, for example, they at prefent pretend to
prove, that the kgyptians are the fathers of the Chi-
nefe.  an antient aothor has related, that Sefoftris
the Egyptian ‘went as far as the river Ganges ; now
if be went fo far, he might go'to China, whichisat
a great diftance from the Ganges; therefore he went
thither 3 but China was tot peopled at that time, it
is-therefore evident that Sefoftris peopled it.  The

sy

Egyptians in their feafls uled lighted candles, the
Chiunefe, lanthorns s therefore we caunot doubt that
the Chinefe ‘are ‘an Egyptian colony. Moreover, l

the Chincfe bave a large river, the bgyptiapg like-
it is evident, that the firlt
r mames from rhe antient
for in the name:of the family Tu
we

wiie have one. In thaor

kinos of Chinaigot t
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we may find charalters, which, ranged in another
manner, form the word Menes. It is then indif-
putable that the emperor Yu took his name from
Menes king of Egypt, and the emperor K7 is evi-
dentlv king Atoés, by changing & into a, aund i in=
to Zeés.

Bu T if alearned man of either Tobellki.or Pekin
was to read fome of our books, he might prove much
more demonftratively,, that the French defcended
from the Trojans. And thus he might proveit, and
aftonifh his countrymen by his profound relearches.
The moft antient and moft refpected books in that
little country of the wefll, called France, he might
fay, are romances; they were written in @ pure lan-
guage, derived from the antient Romans, wha hava
never told a fallitys Now, more than twenty of
thele authentic books depofe, that Francus, the foun-
der of the French monarchy, was the {on of Hetor.
The name of Heclor has been preferved ever fince
in that nation, and even in this-prefent century,
one of her greatelt generals is called Heltor de
Villass.

TuE. neighbouring nations have acknowledged
this truth fo- unanimoufly,. that. Ariofto, one of the
mofl Jearned ltalians; declares in his Orlando, that
the knights of Charlemagne fought for [lector’s
helmet.  In (hort, we have a proof which needs no
reply ; for the antient Franks, to perpetuate the
memory: of the I'rojanss their fathers, built a new
city of [roy in Champagne; and thefe new Tro-
jans have aiways: preferved fo great an averfion for
the Greeks their enemies, that there 18 not at pre=

B 3 fent




8 Pl RFATCE

fent in that town four ‘people who have learned
Greek. They have never received the Jeluits a=
mong them, probably becaufe they have heard that
fome of them formerly explained Homer in their
fehools.

IT is certain that fuch arguments might make a
great impreflion at Pekin and Toboltki ; but in the
like manner another learned perfon might overturn
the whole «ffair, by proving, that the Parifians de~
fcended from the Greeks: Fory, he would fay, the
firft prefident of a court of judicature at Paris was
called Achille du Harlai.  dehille certainly is de-
rived frem the Greek Achilies, and Harlai comes
from Ariffss, by changing iffas into /ai. ‘The Ely-
fian fields, which are ftill near one of the gates of
the city, and mount Olympus, which is ftill to be
feen near Meziére, are monuments which the moft
obilinate credulity cannot withitand. Befides, the
Athenian cuftoms are preferved in Paris ; they there
judge of comedies and tragedics as fuperficially as
they do at Athensy they crown generals of armiés
on the theatre, as in Athens; and, in fhort, Marthal
Saxe publiciy received a crown from the hands of
an actrefs, which could not be given to him in the
cathedral. The Parifians have academies, which
are derived from thofe of Athens; as likewife chur=
ches, a liturgy, parithes, and diocefes, all Greek
inventions ;3 and the words themfelves derived from
the Greek; even the diftempers of thefe people
have their names derived from the Greek, fuch as
apoplexy, phthific, peripneumony, cackexy, diffentry,
Jealoufys &c. : =
Wz
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WE mult confefs, that thefe f{emtiments will
firengthen much the authority.of the wife perfonage
who bas jult demonftrated, that we were a colony
of Trojans; thele two opinions will be ftill com=
bated by other profound antiquarians;.fome will
fhew that we arc Egyptians, feeing that the worf(hip
of Ifis was eftablithed in the village of 1Gs, on the
road betwixt Paris and Verfailles ; others will prove;
that we are Arabs, as .ppears by the words almanac,
alembic, algebra, admiral. Yhe Chinefe and Siberian
literati would be very much perplexed to decideit,
and would very likely leave us jult what we are.

I appears then, that the origin of all nations i3
involved in this uncertainty. It is the fame in re-
gard to a whole people as with one particular fami-
ly; many German basons pretend to be defcended,
in a dire&@ line, from Arminius; in like manner
they have compofed for Mahomet a genealogy, by
which he fprang from Abrabam and Hagar.

THuUs the family of the ancient Czars of Ruflia
was {aid to come from Bela, king of Hungary ; this
Bela from Attila, Attila from Turck, father of the
Huns; and this Turck was the fon of Faphet. His
brother Rufs founded the throne of Rufhia, and ano-
ther brother, named Cameri, citablithed his domini-
on towards the Wolga.

ALL thefe fons of Japhet were, as every one
knows, the grandfons of Noah, whofe three fons
made what fpeed they could to eftablifh themielves
at a thoufand leagues diftance from cach other, in
oxder to prevent all fort of mutual aflitance, and

B 4 probably
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probably begot by their Giters fome millions of in-
bzbitants in a very few years

Many grave writers have exally traced: thefe
defeents with the fame fagacity as when they difs
cavered how the Japanefe had peopled Peru. Hif~"
tory has been a long time written in this tafte, which
has rot been followed eithier by the Prefident de
‘Thou or Rapin-Thoyras.

8 B S Byl

Iv we muft be' upoti our guard with refpeét to
the hiftorians who afcend’ to the tower of Babel,
and to the deluge, we ought not lefs to miftrulk
thofe who particularize every modern hiftory, who
enter into 21l the fecrets of minifters, and who un«
happily give you' an'exack account of every battley -
which even the very generals'themfelves would fitid
a very great difficulty’ to' do:

TuERE have been fought Bnce the beginning of
the lalt century near two hundred capital battlesin
Turope, the molt of them more fatal than the bae=
tles' of Arabella’ and Pharfalia; yet as very few of
thefe actions have had'any great confequences, they
are loft to pofterity. If there was but one book in
the world, children would know by heartevery line,
and would be able to tell all the fyllables of it; in
jike mannery if there had been but one battle, the
name of each foldier would be known, and his ge-
nealogy would pafs to the lateft pofterity: but in
futh a long, and almoft uninterrupted fucceffion of

tloody wars amongft Chriftian princes, the ancicnt
interefts
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interefts have all changed, and are effaced by new
ones 3 batrles fought twenty years ago are forgot by
thofe of the prefent time ; juft as in Paris, the news
of yefterday is fmothered by that of to-day, which
in its turn will be loft in that of to-morrow ; thus
almoft all events are precipitated one upon anorher
into eternal oblivion. *This is a reflexion which
we cannot dwell too much upon ; it ferves to cone
fole us in the misfortunes which we are fubj:ct o,
and fhews us the vamity of human things. There
remains norhing in hiftory woithy to fix the atten-
tion of men, but the firiking revolutions which have
changed the manners and laws of great [tates ; and
upon this account the hiftory of PETER the GREAT
deferves to be known.

I¥ we have dwelt too long on the particulars of
battles and fieges, which refemble other military o«
perations of the fame nature, we alk pardon ot the
philofophic. reader, and have no other excufe, ex-
cepi, that thefe fmall actions are connected with
the great ones, and mult neceffarily be joined in
the narration.

WE have refuted Norberg in fome paffages,
which have appeared to us the moft important 5 but
have {uffered him to enjoy his miltakes with impu=
nity in matters of lefé moment.

B S BN Iv.

WE have made the hiftory of PETER the GREAT
as concife and as copous as poflibic.  There are
hiftories of little provinces, fmall cities, and cven

B of
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of convents of monks, that take up many volumes
in folio ; the memoirs of a certain abbet, who res
tired into Spain, where he had fcarcely done any
thing worthy of notice, are comprized in feven vo=
lumes, while one is fufficient for the life of Alex-
ander the Great

THERE may be yet {ome childith men, who love
the fables of Ofiris, Bacchus, Hercules, and The-
feus, confecrated by antiguity, better than the true
hiltory of a modern prince ; either becaufe the an-
cient names of QOfiris and Hereules flatter the ear
morc than that of Peter ; or that the overthrowing
of giants and lions pleafe a weak imagination more
than laws and ufeful undertakings; and yer we muft
confefs, that the defeat of the giant Epidaurum, and
of Sinnis the robber, and Crommion’s fow, are not
equal with the exploits of Charles XII. the foundez
of Peteifburg, and the legiflator of a moft redoubts
able empire.

I'r is true, the antients have taught us to think
jufily; but it would be very ftrange to prefer A«
nacharfis, the Scythian, becaufe of his antiguity, to
the modern Scythian, who' has polithed fo exten=
five a country. We cannot fee why the legiflator
af Ruffia ought to yield to Lycurgus and Solon.
Are the laws of the latter, which recommend the
love of boys to the citizens of Athens, and forbid
it to the flaves 3 or thofe of the foruer, which com=
mand the girls to,bex quite naked in public, pre-
- derable to the laws of him who civilized the people
of hoth fexes in bis.dominions for {ocicty 3 who eres
ated
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ated military difcipline by land and fea, and opened
a palfage for all arts into his native country ?

I'mis hiftory. contains the tranfactions of bis
public life, which were ufeful ; not thofe of his pri-
vate life, of which we have but few anecdotes, and
thofe fufficiently- known. It would not becomea
ftranger to difclofe the fecrets of his clofet, his bedy
or his table. If any one could have given fuch a-
necdotes, it would have been prince Menzikof, or
general Sheremetow, who have been long intimate-
ly acquainted with him; but they have not done
this 3 therefore all that which is at prefent fupport-
ed but by public reports, is not'worthy of credit.
Mcen of fenfe would choofe rather to fee a great man
labouring twenty- five years for the good of an ex-
tenfive empire, than be informed, n a very uncer-
tain manner, of the foibles which this great man
might have in common with the: meagell of his
people.

St g O H N

In what relates only-to the ftile, critici{m, or even
the reputation of an author, it is better to let the
little tribe of pamphleteers indulge their malignity
for we fhould become almolt as ridiculous as them,
if we wereto Ipc:nd time in anfwering them, or e~

ven in reading their produtions:: but when we dif-
puteabout i :1,«;:59.1.( affairs, it is fometimes necefliry

thar teuth (hould defcend fo low as to confound th':
falihood of difdainful wretches:; their fcandal ought

no mote to hinder her from cle r‘nt_, herfeli, than the
B 6 bafenefs
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bafenefs of a criminal, among the dregs of the
people, thould hinder the courfe of juflice from
adling againft him It is by this double reafon
then, that we have been obliged to filence that
ignorant rafcal, who has corrupted the hiftory of
Lewis XIV by notes, as abfurd as fcandalous, in
which be brutally infults a branch of the houfe of
France, all the houfe of Auftria, and a hundred
other illuftricus families in Europe, whofe very
anti-chambers are as much unknown to him, as
the facts which he has prefumed to falfify.

Tuis facility of punifhing calumnies, is mif-
fortunately, one of the greateft inconveniencies at-
tached to the art of printing.

L Vaffor, a priefl of the oratory, and La Motte,
a Jefuir; the cne a bepgar in England, the other
in Holland, both wrote hiftory for their livelihood,
‘The one choie Lewis XHI. king of France, for the
object of his fatire, and the other Lewis X1V. Thei¢
change of religion was not adapted to recommend
them to the public as men’ of veracity ; neverthes
lefs, it is droll to fee with what confidence they
declare that they are intrufted with the depofitum
of truth, continually repeating this maxim, ** That
*an hiflorian thould boldly tell the whole truth.?
But they ought to have added, that he fhould bes
gin by being informed of it himfelf,

THEiR own maxim condemns them ; but even
this maxim deferves to be examined, fince it be-
comes an excule for all fatirifls,

ALn truths of importance or public utility
ought,
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ought, doubtlefs, to be told ; but if there fhould be
any odious anecdote, relating to a prince 3 if wirh-
in his own domeftic incloiure he has been guilty,
like many private people, of fome human frailties,
known perhaps to one or two confidents ; who is
it that commands you to reveal to the public what
thefe two coufidents are intrufted with ? I will
grant that you have penetrated into this myftery :
but why (hould you tear the veil with which every
man hs a right to cover the recefles of his own
houfe? And for what reafon do you publifh this
feandal ? Fo flatter the curiofity of men, you will
anfwer, to pleafe their malignity, and to fell my
book, which, without that, would not be read.
You are then only a defamer, a libeller, a feller of
detraction, and not an hiftorian.

Ir this weaknefs oi a man,h]pubhclﬁé;ifthk
fecret vice, which yoa feek to publifh, has any in=
fluence over the publie affairs ; if it has caufed the
Jofs of a battle, difordered the finances of the (tate,
or made the citizens unhappy, you ought to fpeak
of it. It is your duty to difcover the minate caufe
of fuch great events; otherwile you ought to be
filent.

« LET no truth be eoncealed,” is a maxim
which may allow many exceptions 3 but here 18
one, which will admit of nene, ¢ Fell nothing to
¢s poilerity but what is worthy of potterity.”

§: B @ W N

PesipEs fallhoods in falls, there is alfo a falf=
hood
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hood in ¢haralters  The madnefls of loading hife
tory with thefe portraits began in France with the
writing of romances. It was Clelia who firft in=

troduced this faihion. Sarrazin, juft upon the dawn-

of good talte, wrote the hiftory of the confpiracy of
Walltein, who had never been concerned in any.
plot; he fails not, in drawing the charafter of that
general, whom he had never feen, to tranflute al
moft all that Salluft has faid of Cataline, whom that

Roeman hiftorian had often feen.  This is writing.

hiltory in an ingenious manner; but he who

takes fo much pains to fhew bis wit, does no.

more than fhew it; which is no great matter.
Canpinar de Retz might, with propriety, give
the characters of the principal perfonages. of his
time, as he had been intimately acquainted with
them, who had been either his friends or his ene-
mies. He has not painted them, it is true, in
thole glaring colours with which Maimbourg has
embellifhed the romantic hiftories of princes in paft
ages. But was. he a faithful painter ? Did nat
paiflion, and the love of fingularity, fometimes guide
his pencil 2 Qught he, for example, thus te have
exprefled himfelf in refpect to the queen, mother
of Lewis XIV.? ¢ She had as much wit as was
** fufficient for her to appear. foolifh to the cyes of
thofe who did not know her: She bad mare
fournefs than pride, more pride than grandeur,
more outward fhow than reality, more regard to
money than.liberality, more liberality than felfs
¢ ithnels, more fclfithnefs than dilintercitednefs,
“ more atachineat than paffion, more inieniibdity
: ¢ than

(1]
(1]
[ 11
"

h
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& ghan cruelty, more {up- ftirion than real piety,
*¢ more Hubbornels than lieadinefs, and more i1«
¢ capacity than of all the relt ™

We mufl confels, that the obfcurity of thefe
expreflions, the multitude of antithefes and comnpas
ratives, and this burlefque way of painung, fo un-
worthy of hiftory, can never pleae thofe of a good
underftanding. 1hofe who love truth, doubt much
of the exactnefs of the charaler, 1n comparing it
with the queen’s; and virtuous minds are alfo thock:
ed with the ill-nature and difdain which the hiftos
rian. difplays in fpeaking of a prin'chs, who had
loaded him with fo many faveurs, and are very
angry to fee an archbifhop engaged in'a civil
war, merely, as he himfelf fays, for the plealure
it gave him,

¥ we are to diftruft charalters, drawn even by
thofe who are fo well qualified for that talk, how
ean we believe an biftorian who affcéls to penetrate
into the fecrets of a prince, who, perhaps, lived at
the diftance of fix hundred leagues from him? -le
fhould in this cafe defcribe him by his actions, and
leave to thofe who have been a long time near his
peifon to tell the reft.

HarANGUES are another kind of oratorieal ly-
ing, in_which hiftorians formerly indulged them-
felves.  1hey made their heroes fay what was pof-
fible for them to have faid. Lhis liberty inde d
might have been taken with a perfon of fome anti=
quity, but at preient theie fictions are no longer to-
lerated 5 nay, we go itill farther, for if any baran-

gue were to be putinto the mouth of a prince who
never
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never pronounced ity the hiflorian would be con=
fidered as a rhetorician

A THIRD kind of lying, and indeed the moft
rude, but which has been a long time the moft fe-
ducing, is that of the marvelous ;. it bears fway in
all antient hiftories, not one excepted.

WE ftill meet with fome predi@ions in the hifs
tory of Charles X of Norberg: bur we find none
in any of the judicious hiftorians who have wrote in
this century; omens, prodigies and apparitions,
are banilhed into the regions of fable.  For hiftory
ftood in no need to be enhightened by philofophy.
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INTRODUCTION.

¥ T the beginning of the prefent century,
??{ A N2 the vulgar knew no other hero in the
%;g'gﬁf: north but Charles XII. His perfonal

. valcur, which was much more like that
of 2 private foldier than that of a king, the noife of
his victories, and likewife of his misfortunes,
made an impreffion on thole who are eafily ftruck
with great events, but are not fo clear fghted in
regard to more flow and ufeful labeurs. PETER
the FirsT would be able to go through with his
great undertakings; yet they have not only fubfifted,
but have been improved, efpecially under his
daughter the emprefs Elizabeth. This empire is
at prefent reckoned amongft the moft flourifhing
flates, and PETER is in the rank of the greateft
legiflators : aithough his undertakings had no need
of fuccefs from the approbation of the learned, yet
his fuccels has ftrengthened his glory for ever.
At prefent we judge that Charles XIL deferved
to have the firft poft under PETER the GREAT;

the one has leit nothing, but ruins, and the other
i8
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isa founder of an empire in every refpect.  Such
was the judgment I venrured to pafs thirty years
ago, when I wrote the hiftory of Charles XIIL
The memoirs with which I have been furnithed
concerning Ruflia puts me in a condition to make
known this empire, who'e people are fo antient,
while their laws, manners, and arts, are of a new
greation.




RUSSIAN EMPIRE

UNDER

PETER Tee GREAT.

( Sobrhi - Gel. pl ey
Defeription of RU 881 A,

#’&‘K\k"ﬁ U SSI A is the moft extenfive empire
%% in the univerfe; it extends from eaft

}ﬁ R X to welt for more than two thoufand
X leagues, and from north to fouth more
ORI A than mght hundred. It borders Po-
Tand and the Frozen fea, and joins Sweden and
China. Its length from the ifle of Dago, in the
welt of Livonia, to its ealtermoft bounds, contains
near one hundred and feventy degrees; fo that
when it is mid-day in the welt of this empire, 1t
s
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is very near midnight in the eaft. Its breadth from
fouth to northis three thoufund fix hundred werlts,
which is eight hundred and fixty of our common
leagues,

So little were we acquainted with the bounds
of this country in the paft century, that when we
heard in the year 168y, that the Chinefe and Rufs
fians were at war, and that-the emperor Gam-khi on
the one fide, and the Czars Ivan and Peter on the
other, had fent their refpe@tive ambaffadors to meet
within three hundred leagues of Pekin, upon the
boundaries of the two empires; to terminate their
difference, we at firft treated this évent as fabu.
lous.

THE country which is at prefent comprifed un=
der the name of Ruflis, or the Ruffias, is larger than.
all the reft of Europe, or than ever the Roman em-
pire was, or thar of Darius, conquered by Alex=
ander ; for it contains more than, one million one
hundred fquare leagues. The Roman empire, and.
that of Alexander, contained each about five hun=
dred and filty thoufand, and there is not a King-
dom in Eutope the twelfth part, fo excenlive. 2s the
Boman empire; but it would require whole ages,
even under a race of fuch aufpicious monarchs as
Peter the Great, to make it as populous, -plentiful,
and well inhabited as our fouthern countries.

Tre Englith ambaflador who refided at Peter~
fburg in 15 33, and who had been at Madria, ‘fays,
in his manufcript relation, that in Spain, whieh is
the leaft populous flate in Europe, there may be
reckoned forty perfons to every {quare miley and in
Ruflia
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Ruflianotabove five. We i! fee, in:the fecond
chapter, whether this minifter was miftaken, Mar-
fhal Vauban, the greateft of engineers and-the beft
of citizens, is of opinion, that in France, every {quare
mile contains two hundred inhabitants. = Thele cal-
culations are never wvery exact, but they ferve to
flicw the furprifing difproportion in the populouf-
nels of two different countries.

I smarr obferve here, that from Peterdburg to
Pekin, there is hardly one mountain to be met with

in the route which the caravans might take through
independant ‘[artary, and that from Peterfburg to
the north of France, by the read of Dantzick, Ham-=
burg, and Am"crdam, there is not even a hill of
any eminence to be feen. This obfervation leaves
room to doubt of the truth of that (yitem, which
makes the mountaing to have been formed by the
rolling of the waves of the fea,and fuppefes all that
is at prefent dry land, to have been for a long time
covered with water : but how comes it to pafs, that
the waves, which, according to this fuppolition,
formed the Alps, the Pyrenees and Mount Tau-
rus, did not likewite form fome eminence or hiil
from Normandy to China, which isa winding fpace
of above three thoufand leagues ? Geography, thus
confidered, may iurnifh lights to natural philufophy,
o¢ at lealt g;v,: room for rational doubts.
FoRMESLY we called Ruffia by the name of
Mufcovy, {; n the city of Mofcow, the capital of
thas empire, and the l(hL]CﬂCL, of the grand dukes:
but ag prefent the ancient name of Ruflix prevails.
[T is not my bulinefs in this place to enquire,
why
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why the countries from Smolenfko, to the other
fide of Mofcow, were called White Ruffia, or why
Hubner gives it the name of Black, or for what
reafon the government of Kisw fhould be named
Red Ruflia,
It is probable that Madies the Seythian, who
made an irruption into Afia, near feven centuries
before our vulgar wra, might have carried his arms
into thefe regions, as Genzis=Khan, and Tamerlane
have done fince, and as probably others had done
long before Madies. Every part of antiquity is not
deferving of our enquiries; that of the Chinefe,
the Indians, the Perlians, and the Egyptians, are
afcertained by illultrious and interefting monuments:
but thefe monuments fuppofe others of a more ane
cient date, fince many ages are neceflary to teach
them the art of tranfmitting their thoughts by per-
manent bgns, and nolefs time was required to form
a regular language ; and yet we have no fuch mo-
numents, even in this polite part of Europe. The
art of writing was a long time unknown fo all the
north : the patriarch Conftantine, who wrote the
hifiory of Kiow in the Kufliun language, coniefies,
that the ufe of writing was not known in th
tries in the filth century,

LET others examine whether the Huns, the
Slavi, and the [artars, formerly conduéted their
wandering and familhed tribes towards the fource
of the Boryithenes; my defign is to defcrihé. the
new world which the Czar Peter created, amdinot
to eogage in ufelels attempts to clear up the chaos
of antiquity. We fhould always keep in mind, that

efe coun=

no
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no family up‘n earth knows its firft founder, and
confequently, that no nation knows its firft origin.

I use the name of Rullians to defignate the in=
habitants of this great cmpire. LR
ans, which was formerly given them, would indeed
ke more fonorous, butit'is neceflary we fhould con-
form to the cuftom of the language in which we
write. Gazetres and other memoirs have for fome
time ufed the word Rufhians; but as this name has
too great a likenefs to that of Pruffians, I fhall a-
bide by tha of Rufs, which almolft all our authors
have given them. Befides, it appeared to me, that
the moft extenfive people of the world ought to be
known by fome appe ellation that may diftinguifl
them abfolutely from all other nations.

Cui1s empire is at prefent divided into fixteen

1at of Roxolani-

Jarge governments, € that will one day be {ubdivided,
when the northern and eaflern countries come to be

nmore 1[ h)u;"t‘d.

MOT

ruese fixteen governments, which contain fe-

" W SRR T S | e
veral immenfe provinces, are the follewing :

RN L I

Tae nearelt province to Britain is that of Li~
vonia, one of the moft fruitful of the north. In
the twelfth century the inhabitants were Pagans; at

ich time certain me .rchants of Bremen and Lu-
lcc trade d to this country ; and a body of religious
called Port-Glaives, (or {word-bearers)

who were afterwards incorporated in the Teutenic
order
»

crufaders,
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ordez, took pafliflien of this province, -in the thirs
teenth century, at the time.when :the fury of the
crpiades armed the Chriftians againlt all who were
not of their religions  Albert, margrave of Bran-
denbucgh, grand mafler of thefe religious conque-
rers, made himfelf fovereign of Livonia and Brane

denburg-Pruflia, towards the year 1514,

From
that

time, the Ruflians and Poles contended for the
pofleflion of this province.
invaded by the Swedes, and for a long while con.
tinued to be ravaged by thefe feveral powers. Gufe
tavus Adolphus ‘having conquered it,
ceded to-the Swedes in 1660

Soon afterwards it was

it was then
» by the famous peace
of Oliva; and, at length, Czar Peter tock ity ag
will be feen in the courfe of this hiftory.
Courranp, joining to Livonia, is (il in vafe
falage to Poland, though it depends greatly upon

Ruflia.  Thefe are the wellern limits of this empire
in Chrillendom.

i

Of the government ¢f REvEL, Pg TERSBURG, and
Wysure.

MoRrE towards the noith is the government of
Revel and kfthonia. Revel was built by the Danes
m the thirteenth century. The Swedes were in
pcfliflion of Efihonia, from the time that this couns
try put itfelf under the protecion of that crown, in
1501, This is another of the conqueits of Peter
the Great,

ON the borders of Efthonia lies the gulph of Fin-

land,
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land. To the eaftward of this fea, and at the junc-
tion of the Neva with the lake lnf'w:;:. is fituated
Peteriburg, the moft modern and belt built city in
ry in 1pi E

the whole empire, built by Czar Pe
all' the united obflacles which oppofed its founda-
tion.

THis city is fitvated on the gulph of Kronflat,
in the midft of nine rivers, by which iis different
quarters are divided.  In the centre of this city is

an almoft impregnable cal w*, bu
formed by the great courfe of the river N
canals are drawn from the rivers, and walb the walls
of the royal palace of the Zl‘iﬂiil‘a:[)', of the dock-
yard for the gallies, and of fevera 1l buildings of ma-
‘E: o a=

nufaltories. Thirty-five great churches h
dorn the city ; among which, five are for foreigners
of the Roman Catholic, Calvinift, and Lutheran re-
ligions : thefe are as fo many temples erected for

toleration, and as examples to other nations.  There

are five palaces; the old one, called the fummer-
’ }

palace, fitvated on the river Neva, has a very large

and l)..; itiful ftone baluftrade, which runs all along

the river fide. ce near the

triumphal gate q j=
m pile ;_) 3 3 i i

te&ture in Kurope.  The admiralty buildings, the
fchool for cadets, the imperial coliege, the academy
of fciences, the exchang 5 W uies,
and the dock-yards, 1cent fbre 5y

The town-houfe, the public difpenfar
the veflels are made of porcelain, the court mega-
{ ...«7), the bric

¢}

1 { rha'l {5 vyl
markets, the {quares, the barracks for the horfe and

MotL. l. (.‘. foot

K
8 the

zines, the foundery, the a
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foot guards, contribute at once to the embellithment
and fafery of the city, which is {aid to contain at
prefent four hundred thoufand fouls. In the envis
rons of this city are feveral plealyre houfes, whefe
magnificence afionifhes all travellers. Lhereisone
in yarticular which has water-worke far fuperior to
thofe of Verfailles. There was nothing of all this
in 1702, the whole being then an. impaflable mo-
ral<. Peterfburg is confidered as'the capital of In=
g a {fmall province fubdued by Peter I. Wy=
bury, another of his conguelis, and that part of Fin=
land which was loft, and ceded by the Swedes in
1742, makes another government,

AARCHANGETL

HicuER up mounting towards the north, is the
prevince of Archangel, a country guite new to the
fouthern nations of Europe. 1t took its name
from St. Michael the Archangel, under whofe pro-
reflion it was put long after the Ruilians bad ems
braced Chriftianity, which did not happen till the
beginning of the cleventh century : and this pros
vince was not known to the other nations of Eue
rope till the niiddle of the fixteenth. The Enge
lith, in 1¢ 23, endeavouiing to find out a north=
ealt paffage to the Eaft Indies, Chancellor, captain
of one of the fhips equipped for that expedition,
difcovered the port of Archangelin the White Sea's
at that time it was a defert place, baviag oaly one
convent, and a fmall church, dudicated to St. Mis
chael the Archangels _

Tue
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ith running up the river Dwina, ar-

dland part-of the country, and at
3 ]

re they eafily made them-
rs of the Ruflian commerce, which was
removed from the city of Novogorod to this {ea-
port, which is inacceflible indeed during feven
months in. the year 5 bur, neverthelefls, this trade
proved more beneficial to the empire, than the
fairs of Novogorod, that had fallen to decay in cone

d

ftquc'l ¢ of the wars with Sweden. I'he Englith
obtained the privilege of trading thither without
paying any duties ; a manner of trading which is
apparently the moft beneficial to al¥ nations. [he
Dutch foon came in for a fhare of the traffic to
Archangel, then unkvown to other nations

Long before this time, the Genoele and Venes
tians had opened a trade with the Ruffians by the

outh of the Tanais or Don, where they had
built a town ealled Tana. This branch of the I-
talian commerce was deftroyed by the ravages of
Tamerlane : burt that of Archangel fubfifted, with
great advantages both to the Englith and Durch,

tiil the time that Peter the Great opened a paffuge
into his dominions by the Baltic fea,

USSIAN LAPLAND.

Of the Government o ¢f ARCHANGEL.,
Towarbs th-: welt of Archangel, and within
its governiment, is Ruflian Lapland, the third pare

C 2 of
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of this country, the two others belonging to Swe=
den and Denmark. This is a very large track,
occupying about eight degrees of longitude, and
extending in Jatitude from one polar circle to the
North Cage. The inhabitants of this country were
confufedly known to the ancients, under the name
of Troglodytes and northern pigmies; names {uit-
able enough to men, who, for the moft part, are
not above four feet and an half high, and dwell in
caverns ; they are now juflt the fame people they
were in former times. They are of a tawny co-
lour, though the other people of the north are
white ; and for the moft part of a very low fize,
though their neighbours, and the people of Ices
land, under the polar circle, are tall: they feem
made for their mountainous country, being nim-
ble, fout, and robufl ; their fkins are hard, the
better to refilt the cold, their thighs and legs are
flender, their feet fmall; to enable them to run
more nimbly amongft the rocks, with which their
country is covered; they are paflionately fond of
¢heir own country, which mone but themfelves
can be pleafed with, and cannot live any where
elfe. Some have zffirmed, 'upon the credit of O=
laus, that thefe people were originally natives of
Yinland, that theyTetired into Lapland, where they
diminifhed in their fize; but this could not be o-
therwife, for why could not they have made ufe of
lands lefs northerly, where the conveniences of
life were to be had in greater plenty ? How comes
it that they differ fo much from their pretended
ancefiors in features, figure, .and complesion ?
Thus
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Thus one might, with as great reafon fay, that the
grafs which grows in Lapland, is produced from
that of Denmark, and that the fithes peculiar to
their lakes, were the fpawn of thofe which came
from Sweden. It is more likely that the Lap-
landers are like their animals, the produce of their
own country, and that nature has made the one
for the other.

Trose who inhabit the borders of Finland, have
adopted fome of the expreflions of their neighbours,
which happens to all people: but when two nas
tions give to things of common ufe, and eftablith-
ed cufltoms, names abfolutely different, itisa {trong
pre{umption, that one of them is not a colony from
the other. 'The Findlanders call a bear Karu, the
Laplanders, Muriet : the fun in Finland is called
Auringa, in Lapland Beve. Here is not the leaft
analogy. The inhabitants of Finland, and Swedifh
Lapland, formerly worfhipped an idol, whom they
called Iumalac ; and fince the reign of Guftavus A=
dolphus, to whom they arc indebted for the appel=
lation of Lutherans, they call Jefus Chrift the {on
of Iumalac. The Rullian Laplanders are at pre-
fent faid to be of the Greek church j but thofe
who wander about the mountains of the North
Cape, are f{atisfied with adoring one God under
certain grofs forms, as has been the ancient cuitom
of all the nations called Nomades, or wandering
nations. |

Tris fort of people, who are inconfiderable in
numbers, have but very few ideas, and fo far are
happy in not baving more, which-would only oc-{

C g calion*
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cafion them to have new wants which they could
not fatisfy: at prefent they live contented, and
free from difeafes, notwithflanding the excellive
rigour of their climate; they drink nothing but
water, and arrive to a great age. The cultom im-
puted to them of defiring firangers to lie with their
wives and daughters, which they efteem as an ho-
nour done to them, probably comes from a notion
of the fuperiority of ftrangers, and a defire of a-
mending, by their means, the defeés of their own
race.  Lhis was a praltice eftablithed amongii the
virtuous Lacedaentonians. A hufband would beg
as a favour, of a comely young man, to give him
handfome children, whom he might adopt. . Jea-
loufy, and the laws, hinder the reft of mankind
from giving their wives up to the embraces of ano-
ther; but the Laplanders have few or no laws, and
are, in all probability, not given to jealoufy.

MOSCOW.

AsceNDING the river Dwina from North to
South, we proceed up the country till we come to
Mofcow, the capital of the empire. ~This city was
long the centre of the Ruflian dominions, before
they were extended on the fide of China and Per-
fia.

Moscow, lying in fifty-five degrees and an half
north lititude, in a warmer climate, and more fer-
tile foil than Peterfburg, is fituated in the midft
of a large and delightful plain on the river Mofk-
wa,




wa, and two lefer rivers, which are fwallowed up
in the Ocea, and afterwards run into the Wolga.
This city, in the thirteenth century, confiited o iy
of fmall huts, peopled by a fet of miferable wretches,
oppreflet by the defcendants of Gengis-Khan.

Tue Kremlin, which was the relidence of the
great dukes, was not built till the fourteenth cen-
tury 3 of fo little antiquity are the cities in this part
of the world. This palace was conftruéted by I-
talian architects, as were {everal churches in the
Gothic tafte, which then prevailed throughout all
Europe, There are two built by the famous Ari-
ftotle of Bologna, who flourifhed in the fifteenth
century ; but the houfes of the common people were
no better than wooden huts.

Tag fich writer who gives us any information
of Mofcow, was Olearius; who, in 1633, went
thither as the companion of an embafly from the
duke of Holfiein. And was prodigioully ftruck
with wonder at the immenfe extent of the city of

. ~

Mofcow, with its five inclofures, particularly -t
1 5
b

)
ne

cent one cwjr-;i::g to the czars, ani with

magnif
the Afiatic f{plendor which then reigned  at that
court.  There was nothing equal to it in Germany
at that time, nor any city aear fo extenfive or well
peopled.

On the contrary, the Earl of Carlifle, who was
Ambaffador from Charles 1. to the czar Alexis, in
1603, complains in his account, that he could not
meet with any one comfort of life in. Moicow ;5 no
inns on the road, nor reirefbments of any kind,
QOne judged as a (German, the other as an Englifh-

ol man,
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man, and both by comparifon. The Englithmaa
was {hocked to obferve that moft of the Boyars, or
Mufcovite noblemen, flept upon boards or benches,
with only the (kins of animals under them 3 but this
was the ancient pra&iceof all nations. Their boufes
were almoft all built of wood, had fearcely any fur-
niture; few or none of their tables were covered
with linen ; there the fireets not paved ; nothinga-
greeable 5 nothing convenient s very few artificers,
and thefe few extremely rude, and employed only
in works of abfolute neceflity. Thefe people might
have paffed: for Spartans, had they been fober.

Bu T on days of ceremony, the court difplays all
the {plendour of a Perfian monarch. The earl fays,
he could fee nothing but gold and jewels on the
robes of the czar and his courtiers, Thefe dreffes
were not manufactured in the country; and yet
it is evident, that the court might have been the
means of making the people induftrious long be-
fore that time. In the reign of the czar Boris Go=
donow, the largeft bell in Europe was calt at Mof-
cow; and in the patriarchal church, there were
feveral ornaments of filver, of curious workman-
fhip; but thefe works, which were made under the
direftion of Germans and Italians, were only tran-
fient efforts. It is daily induftry, and the conftant
praftice of a great number of arts, that makes a
flourithing nation. Poland, and the neighbouring
nations, were at that time very little {uperior to the
Ruflians. = The handicraft trades had not arrived to
greater perfection in the north of Germany, nor
were
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were the fine arts much better known than in the
middle of the feventeenth century.

‘THoUuGH the city of Mofcow, at that time, had
neither the magnificence nor arts of our great cities
in Europe ; yet its circumference of twenty miles;
the part called the Chinefe town, where all the cu-
riofities of Chinaare exhibited; the {pacious quarter
of the Kremlin, where ftood the palace of the czars;
the gilded domes, the lofty and furprifing towers ;
and, in fine, the prodigious number of its inhabi-
tants, amounting to near five hundred thoufand:
all this makes Mofcow one of the moft confiderable
cities in the world.

TueoDORE, or Feedor, the eldelt brother to Peter
the Great, began to embellith Mofcow. He caufed
feveral large houfes to be built of ftone, though
without any regular architeture.” He encouraged
the principal nobility of his court to build, ad-
vancing them money, and furnithing them with
materials. He was the firft who encouraged the
breed of fine horfes, and made feveral other fine
and ufeful embellilhments. Peter, who was atten=
tive to cvery improvement, took-care not to neglek
Mofcow at the time he was building Peterfburg;
for he caufed it to be paved, adorned it with noble
buildings, and enriched it with manufactures ; and
within thefe few years, Mr. de Showalow, high
Chamberlain to the emprefs Elizabeth, daughter to
Peter the Great, has founded an univerfity.in this
city. This is the fame perfon who furnifhed me
with the materials, from which I bave compiled the
prefent hiftory, and who was himfelf much more

C s capable
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capable to have wrote it, even in the French lans
guage, bad not his great modefty made him give
up the rafk to me. as will evidently appear {rom his
own letters on this {ubje&, which I have depofited
in the public library of Geneva.

SMOLENSKDO.

WesTwARD of the Duchy of Mofcow, is that
of Smolenfko, a part of the ancient Sarmatia Eu-
ropea. . T'he duchies of Mofcow and Smolenfko
compofed what is properly called White Rufha.
Smolenfko, which at firlt belonged to the great
dukes of Ruflia, was conquered by the great duke
of Lithuania, in the beginning of the fifteenth cen-
tury, and was recovered one hundred years after=
wards by its former kings. Sigifmund I1I. king of
Poland, took poffeflion of it in 1611. T'he czar A-
lexis, father to Ferer I. retook it again in 164§,
fince which time it has always made a part of the
Ruflian empire. The eulogium of Peter the Great,
pronounced in the acalemy of fciences at Paris,
takes notice, that before this time the Ruflians had
made no conquefts either to the Welt or South;
but this is certainly a miftake. j

Of the gevernment of NovoéoroD and Kiow, or
the UKRAINE,

Berwren Peterfburg and Smolenfko, lies the
province of Novogorod ; a country in which the
ancient
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ancient S/avi, or Sclavonians, made their firlt fet~
tlements. But from whence came thefe Slvi,
whofe ?dnguagr‘ has {pread over -all the north-eaflt
part of Europe? S/a (ignifies a chief, and Slve
one belonging, to a chief. . All that we know con=
cerning thofe ancient Slewi, is, that they were a
race of conquerors; that they buile the city of Nao-
vogorod. the Great, (tuated on a navigable ri‘cr :
that this city was for a long time in pofle/Tion of a
flourithing trade, and was a potent ally of thr:
1anle towns. The czar, John Baflowitz, made
a conquelt.of it in 41467, and earried away all its
riches, "which: contributed to the magnificence of
the court of Mofcow, which till that time was al-
molt unknown.

I'o the fouth of the province of Smolenfko, we
meet with the.province of Kiow, .otherwife called
the Lefler Ruflia, Ked Ruflia, or the Ukr.xint‘,
thiough which runs the Dneiper, . called by the
(Jre':ks the  Borifthenes. The difference uf thele
two words, the one harfh to pronounce, and the
other melodious, thew .us, among an hundied o-
ther proots, the rudenefs of -all-the ancient peopl
of .the north, in comparifon ¢f the graces of. the
Greek language. Kiow, the capital city, formerly
Kifow, was founded by the emperors of Conflantis
nople, who made it a colony: here are fill feveral
Greek inicriptions, of .upwards of one thouiand two

hundred years ftanding, very legible. This is the
only city of any antiquity in thefe countries, where-
in the inhabitants have lived fo long together with-
out building walls. It. was here that the great

C6 dukes
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dukes of Ruflia held their refidence in the eleventh
century, before the Tartars fubdued Rufha.

I'a e inbabitants of the Ukraine, called Coflacks,
are 2 mixture of the ancient Roxolanians, Sarma-
tians and Tartars,  Rome and Conftantinople,
though fo long the miftreffes of other nations, are
riot to be compared in fertility with the Ukraine,
Nature has there exerted her utmoft efforts for the
{ervice of the inhabitants; but they have not im-
proved thofe efforts by induftry, living only upon
the {pontaneous productions of that fruitful unculs
tivated foil, and the practice of robbery. Though
fond to excefs of that moft valuable of all bleflings,
Liberty 5 yet they were always in flavery, either to
the Poles or the Turks, till the year 1654, when
they fubmitred themf(elves to the arms of Ruffia,
bur with fome particular privileges. At length
they were entirely fubdued by Peter the Great.

OTHER nations are divided into cities and
towns; this into ten regiments. At the head of
which is a chief, who is ufed to be elefted by the
majority of votes, and is called by the name of
Hetman or Irman. 'This captain of the nation has
not the fupreme power. At prefent the Itman is
a perfon nominated by the fovereign, from among
the chief of the nobility 5 and is, in fadt, no more
than the governor of the province, like governors
of the Pays d’Etats in France, that have retained
fome privileges.

ForMERLY the inhabitants of this country were
all either Pagans or Mahometans; but when they
entered into the fervice of Poland, they were bap-
tifed
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tifed Chriftians of the Roman communion j and
now, as 1 e in the fervice of HRufha, they
pre ife V€ ¢ ) i :u':k C‘nlll'Ct.‘l.

MON bl - .‘()m}'ﬂii‘.:d the Z poravian
Coflicks, who are much the fame as our Bucca-
neers, or Freebooters, deiperate fellows, living up-

on rapine. They are diitinguifbed from all other
people, by never admitiing women to live among
them ; as the Amazons are {aid never to have ad-
mitted any man Che women, whom they ufe
for propagation, dwell upon other iflinds on the
river ; they have no marriages amonglt them, nor
any domeilic ccconomy ; they inrol the male chil-
dren in their army, and leave the girls to the care
of their mothers. Often a brother has children by
his filter, and a father by his daughter. I hey know
no other laws than cufloms introduced by necefh-
ty: however, they make ufe of fome prayers from
the Greek ritual. Fort St. Elizabeth has been late=-
ly built on the Borifthenes, to keep them in fub-
je&icn. They lerve 2 irregulars in the Ruflian
armies, and woe be to thofe who fall into their
hands.

Of the government of Bercorop, WORONITZ,
and N1SCHGOROD,

To the north-eaft of the province of Kiow, be-
sween the Borifthenes and the Tanais, or the Don,
is the government of Belgorod, which is as large
as that of Kiow. This is one of the moft fertile

pru\’inCcS
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provinces of Ruffia, and furnifhes Poland  witha
prodigious number of thofe large cartle, known by
the name of the Ukraine oxen. Thefe two pros
vinces are proteCted from the incurfions of the fmall
Tartar tribes,. by lines extending from the Borifts
henes to the Tanais, and well furnifthed with forts
and redoubrs.

AsCENDING northward we crofs the Tanais,
and come. into the. government of Worownitz or
Veronife, which extends to the banks of the Palus
Mzotis. . In the neighbourhood of the capital of
Veronife, which is called by the Ruffians, Worg-
nelteb, at the mouth of the river of the fame name,
which falls into the Tanais, Peter the Great built
his firft fleet; an undertaking which at that time
was aftonilhing to the inhabitants of thefe vaft do-
minions. From thence we come to the govern-
ment of Nifchgorod, abounding with . grain, and
watered by the rives Wolga.

ASTRACAN.

Frowm the latter province we proceed fouthward
to the kingdom of Aftracan. This country ex=
tends from forty three and a half degrees north la-
titude, in a moft delightful climate, to near filty,
including as many degrees of longitude, as of lati-
tude. - It is bounded on one fide by the Calpian
fea, and on the other by the mountains of Circal-
fia, firetching beyond the Cafpian, along mount
Caucafus, It is watered by the great piver Wolga,
the
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the Jaic, and feveral other leffer ftreams, between
which, according to Mr. Perry, the Englith engi-
neer, canals might be cut that would ferve as re-
fervoirs to receive the overflowing of the waters 3
and by that means anfwer the fame purpofes as
the canals of the Nile, and greatly improve the ferti=
lity of the foil; but to the right and left of the
Wolga and Jaic, this fine country was inhabited, or
rather infefted, by [artars, who never improved the
land, but have always lived as ftrangers and vaga=
bonds in this part of the world.

PERRY the engineer, who was employed by Pe-
ter the Great in thefe parts, found thefe defarts co-
vered with paflure, pulfe, cherry and almond trees,
and large flocks of wild fheep, who fed in thefe de=-
farts, and whofe flefh was molt excellent. Thein=
habitants of thefe countries mult be {ubdued and
civilized, in order to fecond the efforts of nature,
which has been forced in the climate of Peter{burg.

I'ue kingdom of Aftracan is a part of the anci=
ent Capfhak, conquered by Gengis-Khan, and af-
terwards by [amerlane, whofe dominions reached
as far as Mofcow. | Ihe czar John Bafilides, grand-
fon of John Balilowitz, aud the.greatelt conqueror
of all the Ruffian princes, delivered this country
from the Tartarian yoke, in the fixteenth century,
and added the kingdom of Aftracan to his other
conquells In 1554,

AsTRACAN is the boundary of Afia and Europe,
and frem | its {ituatioh is convenient to carry on a
trade with both, as merchandifes may be conveyed
from the Calpian feay up to this town, Dy means of

the
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the Wolga.  This was oné of the grand fchemes
of Peter the Great, and bhas been partly carried into
execuiion. A whole fuburb of Aftracan is inhas
bited by Indians. :

OREMBOURG.

To the fouth-ealt of the kingdom of Aftracan,
is a fmall country newly planted, called Urembourg,
The town of this name was built in the year 1734,
on the banks of the river Jaic. This province is
covered with the branches of mount Caucafus. The
pafles in thefe mountains, and of the rivers that
run down from them, are defended by forts raifed
at equal diftances. In this country, which was
formerly uninhabited, the Perfians come at prefent
to hide, from robbers fuch of their effects as the
bhave faved from the fury of the civil wars. So-
that the city of Qrembourg is become the afylum
of the Perfians and their riches, and is grown con-
fidciable by their calamities. The natives of Great

Bukari come hither to trade, fo that it is become.
the flaple of Afa.

Of the government of Casan, and of GrEar

PErRMIA.

Bevonn the Wolga and Jaic, towards the north,
lies the kingdom of Cafan, which, like that of A-

firacan, fcll by partition to ene of the fons of

Gengis»
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Gengis-Khan, and afterwards to a fon of Tamer<
lane, and was at length conquered by John Bafili-
des. It is ftill inhabited by a number of Mahomes=
tan Tartars. This vaft country extends as far as
Siberia: it is evident it was formerly very flourith=
ing and rich, and ftill preferves fome part of its prie
fline opulence. A province of this kingdom, call=
€d Great Permia, and fince Solikam, ‘was the ftaple
of the merchandifes of Perfia, and the furs of Tare
tary. There has been found in Permia a large
quantity of the coin of the firft Caliphs, and fome
golden idols, belonging to the Tartars *3 but thefe
monuments of ancient riches were found in the
midft of barren defurts and 2xtreme poverty, where
there were not the lealt traces of any traffick : re=
volutions of this kind may eafily bappen in a bar=
ren country, feeing they fo often happen in the moft
fruitful kingdoms.

Taefamous Swedith prifoner Strablemberg, who
made fo good an ufe of his misfortunes, and who
examined thofe vaft countries with fo much atten=
tion, was the firft who gave an air of probability to
a fact, which before had been always deemed incre-
dible ; namely, concerning the ancient commerce of
thefe provinces. Pliny and Pomponius Mela relaze,
that, in the reign of Auguftus, a king of Sueivi
made a prefent to Metellus Celer of fome Indians
who had been caft by a2 ftorm on the coafts border-
ing on the Elbe. But how could inhabitants of In-
dia navigate the Germanic feas? This adventure

* Memoirs of Strahlemberg, confirmed by thofc fent me from Ral~
fia,
was
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was deemed fabulous by the difcovery of the Cape
of Good Hope. But formerly it was no more exs
traordinary to fee an Indian trading to the northe
weft of his country, than to fee a Roman go from
India by the way of Arabia. The Indians went to
Perfia, and thence embarked on the fea of Hyreas
nia, and afcending-the Rbha, now the Wolga, got
to the Great Permia through the river Kama ; from
whence they might imbark again on the Black fea,
or the Baltic. ‘They have, in all times, been enters
prifing men. The Tyrians undertook moft furpris
fing voyages.

Ir after {urveying all thefe valt provinces, we di-
rect our eye towards the ealt, we fhall find the li-
mits of Europe and Afia again confounded. A
new name fhould be given to this confiderable part
of the globe. The ancients divided their known
world into Europe, Afia, and Africaj but they had
not feen the tenth part of it: hence it happens,
that when we pafs the Palus Mz=otis, we no longer
know where Europe ends, or Afia begins; all that
tracl of country lying beyond mount Taurus was
diftinguithed by the general appellation of Scythia,
and afterwards by that of [artary. It might not
be improper, perhaps, to give the name of Ter®
Arctice, or Northern Lands, to that part of the
globe extending from the Baltic fca to the confines
of Chinaj; as that of Terra Aullralis, or Southern
Lands, are to that equally extenfive part of the
world, fituated under the Antaréic Pole, and which
ferves to counterpoife the globe.

3 of
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8f the government of SIBERIA, of the SAMOJEDES,
the UsTIAKS, KAMTSHATKA, (.

Siner1a, with the territories beyond it, extends
from the frontiers of the provinces of Archangel,
Refan, and Aftracan, eaflward as far as the fea of
Japan. It joins the fouthern parts of Ruflia by
mount Caucalus ; from thence, to the country of
Kamt(hatka, is about one thoufand two hundred
computed French leagues ;5 and from fouthern Iar=
tary, which ferves as its boundary to the Fiozen fea,
about four hundred, which is the leaft breadth of
the Rufian empire. This country produces the
richeft furs; to which its di{covery was owing in
the year 1563.

In the fixteenth century, inthe reign of the czar
John Bafilides, and not in that of Foedor Johanno-
witz, a private perfon in the neighbourhood of
Archangel, named Anika, one tolerably rich for
his condition of life and country, took notice, that
men of an extraordinary figure, and drefled in a
manner unknown to that country, and who fpoke
a language underftood by no body but themfelves,
came every year down a river which falls into the
Dwina 4, and brought martens and black foxes,
which they exchanged for nails and picces of glais;
juft as the frft favages of America ufed to truck
their gold with the Spaniards : he ordered them to
be tollowed by his fons and fervants, as far as their

+ Memoirs fent from Petersburg.
own
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own country. Thefe were the Samojedes, a people
who feem to refemble the Laplanders, but are ofa
different race. . ‘They are, like that nation, unace
quainted with the ufe of bread ; and like them, they
yoke rein deer to draw their fledges.  They live in
caverns and huts amidft the fnow * ; but nature in
other refpeéts, hag made a vifible difference between
thefe fort of men and the Laplandersi = Their up-
per jaw projeéts forward, {o as to beon a level with
their nofe, and their ears are higher,  Both the
men and the women have no hair but on their heads;
and their nipple is as black as ebony. The Laps
landers are diftinguithed by no fuch marks. By
memoirs fent me-from thele unknown countries, I
have been informed, that the author of the natural
hiftory of the king’s garden, is miftaken, where
in f{peaking of many curiofities in human nature,
he confounds the Lapland race with that of the Sa-
mojedes.  There are many more different kinds of
men than is commonly thought. The Samojedes,
and the Hottentots, feem to be the two extremes of
our continent; and if we obferve the black nipples
of the Samojedian women, and the apron with
which nature has furnifhed the Hottentot women,
and which bangs half way down their thighs, we
thall bave fome idea of the great variety of our as
nimal fpecies : a variety unknown to thofe inhabits
ing great cities, who are generally (trangers to als
molt every thing which is not immediatcly within
their view.

¥ Memoirs fent from Petersburg.
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TuEe Samojedes are as fingular in,their moral

in their natural diftin&tions; they pay no worlhip
to the fupreme being; they border upon Mani-
cheifm, or rather upon the iel

Magi in this article, that they acknowledge a good
and an evil principle. The horrible climate they
inhabit may in fome meafure excufe this belief,
which is fo natural to thofe who are ignorant and
milerable.

MurpEeRr or theft is never heard of amonglt
them ; being in a manner void ef paflions, they
are {trangers to injuftice ; there is no term in their
language to denote vice and virtue ; their extreme
fimplicity has not yet permitted them to form ah-
ftrack ideas ; they are wholly guided by fenfation ;
and this is perhaps an inconteftible proof that men
are naturally fond of juilice, when not blinded by
inordinate paflions,

SomMe of thefe favages were prevailed on to come
to Mofcow,. where many thiogs they faw firuck

-5

them with admiration. They looked upon the em-
peror as their God, and voluntarily engaged to pay

for themfelves and each countryman two

or fables every year, . Colonies were f{oon fixed bee
yond the Oby and the Irtis 4, and fome forts builr,
In the year 1595 a Cofiack officer was fent int
this country, who conquered it for the Czar

only a few troops and fome artillery, as Coiti

Mexico; but he only made a conquelt of barren

kYo e B ol They s
n uinan 120gL
+ In the Ruf ipg
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In running up the Oby to the junction of the
river Irtis with the Tobol, they found a little (et
tlement, which is now the town of chol §; and
capital of Siberia, a very confiderable place.  Who
counld imagine that thic country was for a long time
the abode of thofe very Huns, who under Agila
cartied their depredations as far as the gates of
Rome, and that thefe Huns came from the north
of China ? The Ufbeck T'artars fucceeded the Huns,
and the Ruoflians the Utbecks. - The poffeflion of
thefe favage lands has been difputed with 25 much
favage fury, as that of the moft fertile provinces.
Siberia was (Grmc‘:]y more populous than it 15 at
prefent, efpecially towards the fouthern parts; if
we may judge from the rivers and fepulchral mo-
numents

ArLy this part of the world, from the fixtieth
degree of latitude, or thereabouts, and as far as
thofe frozen mountains which border on the nerth
feas, is entirely different from the regions of the
temperate zone ; the earth produces neither the
{ame plants, nor the fame animals, nor are there the
fame fort of fith:s in their lakes and rivers.

BerLow the country of the Samojedes lies that
of the Oftiaks, along the river Uby.  Thefe people
have no refemblance or connection in any refpeét
with the Samojedes, unlefs that like them and all
the f¢lt race of men, they are hunters, filhermen,
nd fhepherds; fome of them have no religion,
not being tormed into any fociety, and the others

§ In the Ruflian language Tobolky,




wants 3 they worfthip the fkin of a

this creature is of all otl the moft ufe

an huifbandmen made choice of an

jult asthe Egyj

ox, as an emblem of the Deity who created that
ereature for the ufe of man.

-

e Ofiaks bave likewife other idols, whofe o=

rigin and worfhip are as little worth our notice as
their worthippers. Il here were fome converts to

Chrifiianity made amongft them in the year 171 ;
but thefe, like the loweft of our peafants, are Chri-
{lians without knowing what they profefs. Several
writers pretend that thefe people were natives of

Great Permia, but as Great Permia is in a manner

1af

a defart, we cannot well imagine that thole people
fhould fettle at fo great a diftance, and in fo wretch-
ed a country. This matter is not worth clearing

1p 3 as any nation, which has not cultivated the

U 2
polite arts, d {erves to remain in obfcurity.

I~ the country of the Olliaks in particular, and
am neighbours the Burates and Juknti-

ans, they often dilcover a kind of ivory under

ground, the nature of which is yet unknown.
Some take it to be a fort of foflil, and others the

tooth of a fpecies of the breed of which

have been deftroved here 15 the country that

does not aflord 1

ome natural productions, which at

once aftonith and confeund philofoph

yins in this country abound

»s or albeflos, a kind of incoms
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buflible flax, of which a fort of linen cloth and
paper is fometimes made.

To the fouth of the Oftiaks are the Burates, ana
other people, who have not yet embraced Chriffis
anity. Eaftward there are feveral hords, whom the
Ruffians have nat yet entirely fubdued.

NoNE of thefe people have the lealt knowledge -
of the kalendar. They reckon;their time by fuows,
and not by the apparent motion of the fun: asit
fuows regularly, and for a long time every winter,
they fay, * I am fo many fnows old,’ jult as we fay,
I am fo many years old.

AND here I mull mention an extraordinary fac
related by the Swedith officer Strahlemberg, who
wzs taken prilener in the battle of Pultowa, and li=
ved filteen years in Siberia, and made a furvey of
that country.  He fays that there are flill fome re-
mains of an ancient people, whofe fkin is fpotted o
variegated with diffeient colours, and that he him-.
felf had feen fome of them ; and the faét has been
confirmed to me by Ruflians born at Tobollky. The
variety of the human (pecies feems to be greatly di-
minifhed, as we find very few of thefe extraordina-
ry people, and they have probably been exterminat
ed by fome other race : for inftance, there are ve-
ry few Albinos, or White Moors 3 one of them was
prefented to the acacemy of {ciznces at Paris, which
I faw. It is the fame with refpe& to feveral other
fpecies of animals which are fcarce.

As to the Borandians, of whom mention is made
{o frequently in the learned hiftory of the kings
garden,
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1

garden, my memoirs acquaint

of people is entirely unknown to the Ruffians,

£ "

ALy the fouthern purt of thele countries is peo=
pled by numercus bodies of Tartars. The ancient
Turks came from this part of Tartary to conquer
thefe extenfive countries, of which they are at pre-

fent in poffeflion. The Calmucks and Moguls are

* the very Scythians who, under Madies, became

mafters of Upper Afia, and conquered Cyax:
king of the Medes. They are the men, whom

Gengis Khan and his fons led afterwards as far as
Gcrn.uny, and was termed the Mogul empire un-
der Tamerlane. Thefe people
ture of the viciflitudes which have happened to all
nations ; fome of their hords, fo far from being

tord a lively pic-

formidable now, are become tributaries to Ruflia
TH1s is the fituation of every particular nation
of Calmucks, dwelling between Siberia, and the
Cafpian fea, where, in the year 172¢, was dilco-
rered a fubterraneous houfe of ftoney, with urns,
ar-rings, an equeftrian ftatue of an orien-

lamps, e
tal prince, with a diadem on his head, two wo-
men feated on thrones, and a roll of manuicripts,
which were fent by Peter the Great 4o the acadeniy
of inferiptions at Paris, and proved to be written in
the Thibet language : 2all thefe plainly fhew, that
the liberal z1ts formerly refided in this now barba-

rous ceuntry, and are lalling e

1

of what Peter the Great was

{ay, viz. thatt

niverie.
53

1TnE lalt province is Kamtfhatka, the mofl ealt-

NOoE: .1 D ern
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ern part of the continent. The inhabitants were
abfolutely void of all religion when this country
was firlt difcovered. The north part of this coun=
try likewife ahounds with fine furs, with which the
juhabitants clothe themfelves in winter, though
they go naked all the fummer feafon Lhe firft
difcoverers were furprifed to find in the fouthern
parts men with long beards, while in the northern
parts, ‘rom the country of the Samojedes, as far as
the mouth of the river Amur, thev have no more
beards than the Americans = Thus. in the empire
of Ruffia, -there 1s a greater number of different
fpecies, more oddities, and a greater diverfity of
manners, and variety of cultoms, than in any couns
try of the world.
T firlt difcovery of this province was made by
a Coflack officer, who went by land from Siberia
to Kamtihatka in 1701, by order of Peter the
Great, who, notwithftanding his misfortune at
Narva, @ill continued to extend his concern for
the moft extreme parts of his dominions. After=
wards, in 1724, fometime beiore his death, in the
midft of his great exploits, he fent captain Beringy
a Dane, with exprefs orders to find out, if poflible,
a p.flage by the fea ot Kamtthatka, to the coalt of
America. Bering did not fucceed in his firlt at-
tempt; but the emprefs Anne fent him oat again
in 733:. M. Spengenbe g, captain of a fhip, bis
aflbciate in this voyage, fet out the firft from Kamte
lLiatka, but could not put to fea till the year 173
fo much time was taken up in getting to the port
where they were to imbaik, in building and fictng
ot

g T - SR L T e
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eut the thips, and providing the neceflaries. Spen-
genberg {ziled as far as the north o [apan, through
a fireight, formed by 2 long chain of % y and
etarncd without having difcovered more than the
paflage.

In 17:1, Bering cruifed all over this fea, in
company with 1de L’Ifle de la Croyere, the aft. ono-
mer, of the fame family of De L’lfle, which has
produced fuch excellent geographers: another cap=
tain likewife failed upon the fame difcov-ry. They
both reached the coaft of America, to the northe
ward ot California fhus the north-caft paflage,
fo long lought after, was at length difcovered ; bat
there were no provifions to be met with in thefe
barren coalts. Their frefh water was {pent, and
many of the ciew perilhed with the fcurvy,
They (aw the northern bank of California for a-
bove an hundred miles, and faw fome leathern ca=
noes, with juft fuch a fort of people in them as the
Canadians.  All their endeavours, however, prova
ed fruitlefs. Bering ended his life in an iflind, to
which he gave his name. ['he other captain, hapa
pening to be clofer in with the Calitornian coaft,
fent ten of his people on fliore, who never return-
ed. The captain, aiter waiting for them in vain,
found himfelt obliged to return to Kamtfhatka, and
De L’lle died as he was going on thore. Such are
the mistortunes that have attended every new ate
tempt upon the northein feass Bur what advans
tages may yet arife froin théfe powerful and dan~
gerous difcoveries, time alone muft reveal

WE have now deferibed all che different pro-

D-3 vinces
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vinees that compefe the Ruffian dominions, from

nland to the fea of Japan., =~ The Jargeft parts of
is empire have been united at different times, 28
as been the cafe in all other kingdoms in the
world. The Scythians, Huns, Maflagetes, Slavie
«ns. Cimbrians, Getes, and Sarmatians, are now
fubje@s of the Czar The Ruflians, properly fo
called, are the ancient Roxolani or Slavi.

Uron refleétion, we (hall find that molt ftates
rmed after this manner.  The French are
hlage of Goths, of Danes, called Normans,
of porthern Germans, called Burgundians ; of
¥ionks, Alemans, and fome Romans mixed with
e ancient Celte. In Rome and Iraly there are
ynany families defcended from the people of the
sorth, but none fprung from the ancient Romans.
The fovereign pontiff is frequently fprung: from a
Lombard, a Goth, a Teuton, or a Cimbrian. The
.‘ipnmards are a race of Arabe, Carthaginians, Jewes
Tyrians, Vifignths, and Vandals, incorporated with
the ancient inhiabitants of the country. When na=
tions are thus intermixed, it is a long time before
they are civilized, or even before their language 19
formed. Some indeed receive thefe improvements
{ooner, others later. Polity and the liberal arts
are {o difficult to eftablith, and the new raifed fa=-
Brick fo often deftroyed by revolutions, that we
may wonder all other nations are not as barbarous
43 the Tartars.

were f«

CHAP.
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Continuation of the defcription of Rufli
Sinances, armies, cuftoms, rc!.gm:.
i b
Jia befure Peter the Great.

FE O HE more a country is civilized the Dbetter is
E it peopled. 'Lhus China and India are the
moft populous of all other empires, becaufe ithat
after the multitude of revolutions, which bhave
changed the face of the earth, thefe two nations
made the earlielt eftablifthments in {ocicty.  Their
government having fubfifted upwards of four thous
fand years, fuppoles, as we have already oblerved,
many eflays and efforts in preceding ages. The
Ruflians came very late; and as the arts having
been introduced amonglt them in their full perfecti-
on, it has happened, thd.t they made more p:onJ"
in fifty years, than anyother nation has made in
five hundred. The country is far from being po-
pulous, in proportion to its-<extent; but fuch as it
is, it has asggreat & mumber of inbabitants as any
other-flate in Chriftendom. 1 mighac affert from the
- of merchants, artis

capitation lills,-and

icers, and male peafants, that Ruffia, at prefeat,

contains at leaft twenty four millions of inhabitants
D 3 of
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of thefe twenty four millions, the molt part are vil«
laine or bondmen, as in Poland, feveral proviaces
of Germany, and formerly throughout all Europe,
The eitate of a gentleman in Ruflia and Poland is
puted, not by his increafe in money, but by
the number of his flaves.

Tue following is a lift taken in 1747, of all the
males who paid the capitation or poll-tax.

Merchants or tradefmen B - 198000
Workmen - - - . 16500
Penfants incorporated with the merchants
and workmen - - - 1;50
Peaflants called Odoncikis, who contribute
to maintain the militia - - 4301220
Others who did not contribute thereto z6o80
Workmen of different trades, whofe pa-
rents are unknown - - - 1000
Others who are not incorporated in the
' clafs of workmen - - - 4700
’ Peafants immediately dependent on the
| crown, about - - - 555000

Perfons employed in the mines belong-
ing to the crown, partly Chriftians,
partly Mahometans and Pagans = - 64000
Other perfons of the crown, who work in

the mines, and private manufatures 24200
t New cenverts to the Greek church 57000
§ Tartars and Oftiaks (peafants) - 241000
E Mourfes, Tartars, Morduats, and others,
' ' whether Pagans or Chriftians, employed
| by the admiralty - - - 78co
‘ I Tartars
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Tartars fubject to contribution, called Tep-
teris, Bobilitz, &c. - - 28500
Bondmen to feveral merchants, and «
privileged people, who, without pe
fing any lands, are allowed to have

flaves - - - - 0100
Peafants defigned for the maintenance of

the crown - - - - 4:8000
Peafants on the lands belonging to her

majefty, independently of the rigi of

the crown - - - 6os00
Peafants on the lands confilcated to the

crown - = - - 136000
Bondmen belonging to gentlemen 355000

Bondmen belonging to the aflombly of the

clergy, and who deflray their expences 3750@
Bondmen belonging to bifhops - 1164C0
Bondmen belonging to convents, whofe

numbers were reduced by Peter the

Great - - - - 721500
Bondmen belonging to the cathedral and

parifh churches - - - 23700
Peaiants employed as labourers in the

docks of the admiraity, or in-other

public woks, about - - 4000
Labourers in the mines, andin:private ma-

nufaltures - - - - i6ooo
Peafants on the lands afligned to the prin-

cipal manufaliyres - - - 145C0
Labourers in: the mines belonging to the

ceown = - B - 3000

D 4 Baltards
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Baftards brought up by the priefts n 40
Seétaries called Rafkolniky - - 2200

Total 6646390

Here is in a round number, fix millions fix
hundred forty-fix thoufand three hundred and
ninety male perfons, who pay the pall-tax. In
this number are included boys and old men, bug
girls and women are not reckoned, nor boys born
between the making of one regiiter of the lands and
another. Now, if we only triple the number of
heads, fubject to be taxed, including women and
girls, we thall find near twenty millions of fouls.

To this number we may add the military lit,
which amounts to three hundred and fifty thoufand
men. Befides, neither the nobility nor clergy, whe
are computed at two hundred thoufand, are recs
kened in this capitation.

Fore1GNERS of whatever country or profefion,
are likewife exempt ; a6 allo the inhabitants of the
conquered countries, namely, Livonia, Eftonia, In-
gria, Carelia, and a part of Finland, the Ukraine,
and the Don Coffacks, the Calmucks, and other
Wartars, Samojedes, the Laplanders, the Oftiacks,
and all the idolatrous people of Siberia, a country
larger than China, are not reckoned in the lift.

By this calculation, it is impollible that the
total of the inhabitants of Ruflia thould amount to
lefs than twenty-four millions. At this coms=
putation, there are .eight perfons to every fquare
mile. - The Englith embafflador mentioned before,

allows
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allows oaly five;. but he certainly was not furnifth-
ed with fuch faithful memoirs, as thofe with which
I have been favoured.

Rwssia therefore is exaltly five times lefs popus
lous than Spain, but contains four times the num-
ber of inhabitants : it is near as populous as France
or Germany 5 but if we confider its prodigious ex=
tent, the number of {buls is thirty times lefs.

In regard to this enumeration there is one im-
portant remark to be made, namely, that out of
fix millions, fix hundred and forty thoufand people
Hable to the poli-tax, there are nine hundred thou-
fand that belong to the clergy of Rufha, without
reckoning: the clergy of the conquered countries,
of the Ukraine, and Siberia.

THEREEFORE, out of feven perfons liable to-the
poll tax, the clergy have one ; but neverthele(s they
are far from poflefling the feventh part of the whole
revenues of the ftate, as is the cafe in many other
kingdoms, where they have at lealt a feventh of all
eftates ; for their peafants pay a capitation to the fo-

vercigni; and the other taxes of the crown of Rul=
Gia, in which the clergy have no fhare, are very
confiderable.

Ta1s valuation is very different from rhat of ail
other writers who have made mention of Ruflia; fo
that foreign minitlers who-have tran{mitted memoirs
of this {late to their courts have been greatly mifta-
ken Fhe archives of the empire are the only
things to be confidered.

Lt is very probable, that Ruflia has been much
more populous than it is at prefent; before the

D s Tmall
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tmall-pox that came from Arabia, and the great pox
came from America, had ravaged thefe climates,
where they have now token root Thefe two fcours
ges have depopulated the world more than all its
wars, the one owing to Mahomet, and the other to
Chriftopher Columbus.  The plague, originally of
Adfrica, feldom approaches the countries of the
north. Befides, rhe people of the north, from Sarmas
tia, to the Tartars who dwell beyond the great wall,
having overfpread the world by their irruptions, this
ancient nurfery of men muft have been f(irangely

diminifhed.

In this vaft extent of country, there are faid to

be about feven thoufand four hundred monks, and
five thoufand fix hundred nuns, not withftanding the
care taken by Peter the Great to reduce their num-
bers; a care worthy the legiflator of an empire,
where the human race principally fail. Thele thir-
ieen thoufand perfons, thus cloiftered and loft to
the ftate, have (as the reader may have remarked)
feven hundred and twenty thoufand bondmen to
till their lands, which is evidently too great a num-
ber. There cannot be a ftropger proof of the dif=
ficulty of eradicating abufes of a long flanding.

I r1xD, by a ftate of the revenucs of the empire
in 1725, that reckoning the tribute paid by the
Tartars, with all taxes and daties in money, the
fum total amounred to thirteen millions of rubles,
which make fixty five millions of French livres,
exclufive of tributes in kind I'his moderate fum
was at thar time fufficient to maintain three hun=
dred and thirty nine thoufand five hundred men,

F as
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as:well fea as land forces: bat both the revenues
of the crown and the. number of troops are greatly

augmented fince that time
Tue . caftom:, diets, and manners of the Ruf-
fians, ever bore a greater refemblance to thofe of
Afia than to thofe of Europe : fuch was the old cuf-
tom of receiving tribute in kind, of defraying rhe
expences of ambafladors on their journeys, and dur-
ing their refidence in the country, and of never ap-
pearing at church, or before the throne with a fword
an oriental cuftom, directly the reverfe of that ri-
diculous and: barbarous one amongft s, of addre(-
fing ourfelves to God, to our king, to our friends,
and to our women, with an offenfive weapon; which
hangs down to the bottem of the leg. The long
robe worn .on public days. had a more noble air
than the fhort habits of the weltern nations of Eu-
rope. A tunic lined and turned up with fur, with
a long fcimar, adorned with jewels for feftival days;
and thofe high turbans, which add:to the Uature,
were much more firiking to the: eye than our pes
rukes and. clofe coats, and more fuitable to cold cli=
mates; but this ancient drels of -all- nations {cems
not to be fo well contrives for war, hor {oconveni-
ent for working people.- Moft of their other cuf-
toms were ruftic; bur we muft not imagine, that
their manners were as barbarous as reprefented by
fome hiftorians.  Albert Krants relates a ftory of
an Italian ambaflador, whom the Czar .ordered to
have his hat nailed on his head, .tor not pulling-it
off while he was makiog his fpeech wo.him.: O-
Do thers
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thers attribute this adventure toa Tartar, and'othe
rench ambaflador.

#gain to a [
i Orearius pretends, that Czar Michael Thee
odorowitz banifhed the marquis Exideuil, ambaf-
fador from Henry IV. of France, into Siberia ; but
it is certain, that this monarch {fent ne ambeffader
o Mofcow, and that there never was a marquis of
Exidenil. In the fame manner do travellers fpeak
abour the country of Borandia, a place that never
exilted, and of the trade they have carried on with
t!*e pfon‘e of Nova Zembla, a country fcarcely in-
sabited, and the long converfations they have had
wlxh fome of the Samejedes, as if they underflood
their language.  Were the enormous compilations
of voyages to be purged of every thing that is not
true or ufeful in them, both the works and the
public would be gainers |
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I'ne Ruflien government refembled that of
the Tuiks, in refpe to the @anding forces, or
guards, called Strelitzes, who, like the Janizaries,
fumetimes difpofed of the crown, and frequeuntly dif-
turbed the flate as much as they defended it. Their
number was about forty thoufand. Thufe who were
difperfed in the provinces, {ubfifted by robbery and
plunder ; thofe in Mofcow lived like citizens, fals
lowed trades, did no duty, and carried their info-
lence to the greatell excefs 3 in {hort, there was no
other way to preferve peace and good order in the
kingdom, but by breaking them; a very neceflury,
aud at the fame time a very dengerous fiep.

‘THE public revenue does not exceed five mil
lions of rubles, or about pwenty five miilions of li-
VIESs
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wies. ' This was fufficient when Peter the Great
came to thc crown to ma!:‘.tain the :‘\I]Cifilt n]f‘]iﬂ“
crity, but was not.a rhi -4 part of what was mece(=
fary to raife them from an obfcure ftate, and to ren-
der himfelf and people formidable in Earope : but
indeed many of their taxes were paid in kind, ac-
cording to the Turkith cuftom, which is lefs burthen-
fome to the people than that of paying their tributes
in money.

Of the title of Czaa.

Wit regard to the title of Czar, it may pofibly
come from the Tzars or 1 echars of the kingdom of
Cafan. ' When Jobn, or Ivan Bafilides, compleat-
ed the conqueft of this kingdom an the fixteenth cen=
tu v, which had been begun by his grandfather,
who afterwards loft it, the affumed this title, which
his fucee fors have rewained ever fince. Before Jobn
Bulilides, the fovereigns of Ruflia took the title of
Welihe Knez, i. e. Great prinke, great lord, great
thief, whichthe Chriihian nationsai terwards render-
«ed by that of grear duke, Czar ' Michael Lheodo-

rowitz, ‘'when he received the Holtein embafly, took
to himf{elf the following titles s ¢ Great knez, and
« great lord, confervator of all the Ruflias, prince
¢ of Woledomer, Mofcow, Novogorad; &c.itzar of
¢ Cafan, tzar of Altracan, and tzar of Siberia.”
Tzar was,thercforey atitle belonging to thefe ealtern
princes; and, thesefore, it is moee probable to-have
been derived from the Tihas of Perfia, than from

the
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the Roman Cafars, whofe name never reached.the ]
ears of the Siberian I'zars, on the banks of the Oby. |

No title, however pompous; is of any confequence
if thofe who bear it are not great and powerful of
themfelves. The word emperer, which originally
fignified no more than geweral of the army, became
the title of the fovereign of the Roman republic:
it is now given to the fupreme governor of “all the
Rufias, more juflly ttan to any other potentate,
if we confider the power and extent of his domie
nions,

e

RELIGION. :

TaE eftablifbed religion of this: country has e
ver fince the eleventh century been that of the Greek
church, fo called in oppofition to the Latin : though
there were always a greater number of Mahometan
and Pagan provinces, than of thofe inhabited by
Chrittians. Siberia; as far as China, was in a fate

 of idolatry ; and in fome of the provinces, they were
utter firangers to all religion.

PekRry, the engineer, and Baron Strahlemberg,
who both refided fo many years in Ruffia, tell us,
that they found more good faith and probity among
the Pagans, than the other inhabitants 3 not that
Paganifm made them more virtuous ; but their man~
ner of living, which was that of the primitive ages,

“freed them from all tumultuous paflions ; and, in
il confequence, they were known for their integrity,
il CHRISTIANITY was not propaged in Rulla,
and the other countries of the north, till very late.

It
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It is faid that a princefs, named Olha, firlt intro-
duced it, about the end of the tenth century, as
Clotilda, niece to an Arian prince, did among the
Franks; the wife of Miceflaus, duke of Poland, a=
mong the Poles ; and the fifter of the emperor Hen-
ry Il. among the flungarians. Women are natus=
rally eafily perfuaded by the minilters of religion,
and as ealily perfuade the men.

IT is turther added, that this princefs Olha cau-
fed herfelf to be baptifed at Conitantinople, by the
name of Helena; and that as foon as (he embraced
Chriltianity, the emperor John Zimifces fell in love
with her, It is moft likely that fhe was a widow 3
however, fhe refufed the emperor. ['he example of
the princefs Olha, or Olga, as {he is called, did not
at firft make any great number of profclyres. Her
fon §, who reigned a long time, was not of the fame
way of thinking as his mother ; but her grandion
Wolodimer, who was born of a concubine, having
mounted the throne, fued for the alliance of Baliles,
emperor of Conftantinople, but could obtain it only
on condition of receiving baptifm : and this event,
which happened in the year nine hundred and eighty
feven, is the epocha when the Greck church was
eftablithed in Ruffia. Photius, the patriarch, fo fa-
mous for his immenfe learning, his difputes with
the church of Rome, and for his misfoscunes, fent
a parfon to bapule W olodimer, in order to add this
part of the world to the patriarchal fee §.

} His name was Sowa(towflaw,

& This anecdote i taken trom 2 private M, S. intitled, ** The Ee-
WOLCDIMER
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WorLopimer thus completed the wo;‘n‘. which
his grandmother had begun. = A Greek was made
the firtt Metropolitan, or Patriarch of Ruffia ; and
from this time, the Ruflians adopted an alphabet,
partly derived from the ‘Greek. This would have
been of advantage to them, had they not Rill retaine
ed the principles of their language, which is the
Sclavonian, in every thing, but a few terms relat-
ing to their liturgy and church government.. One
of the Greek patriarchs, named Jeremiah, having
2 fuit depending before the Divan, took a journey
to. Moflcow-io folicit the afliltance of that court ;
where, after fome time, he refigned his authority
over the Ruffian churches, and confecrated the
Archbithop of Novogorod, named Job, patriarch,
'his was in one thouland five bundred and eighty
eight, trom which time the Ruflian church berame
as independent as the empire. The patriarch of
Rufha bas ever {ince been confecrated by the Ruf-
fian bifhops, and not by the patriarch of Conflanti-
nople. . He ranked in the Greek church next to the
patriarch of Jerufalem ; but he was in fact the on=
ly Aree and powerful patriarch, and confequendy,
the only real one. -<Thofe of Jerufalem, Conftantis
nople, Antioch, Alexandria, are mercenary chiefs
of a church, euflaved by the Turks ; and even the
patriarchs of Jeruialem and Antioch are no longer
confidered-as fuch, baving no more credit or influ-
ence in Torkeyy than the rabins of the Jewilh (y-
nagogues fettled there.

clefialtical Government of Ruflia,” which is likewife depofited in the
publiclibrarg. p

PeTcr
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PeTER the Great was defcended in a diredt line
from a perfon who became patriarch of all the Ruf~
fias. Thele pew prelates foon wanted to thare itl

Lhey thou
it not enough that their prince walked bare-headed

fovereign muthority with the Czars.,

once a-year before the patriarch, leading his horfe
by the bridle, Thefe external marks of refpett on-
ly ferved to engreafe their thirll for rule; a paffion
which proved the f{ource of greattroubles in Ruflia,
as it has dane in wther countries.
Nicon, aperfon whom the monks look upon as
a faint, and who was patriarch -in the reign of A=
lexis, the father of Beter the Great, wantéd toraife
his dignity ehove that-of the throne ; for he not on-
dy aflumed the privilege of fitting by the fide of the
L zar in whe {enate, but pretended that neither war
nor peace ¢conld be made sithout his-conlent. ‘lis
authority was o great, that béing fupported by his
immenfe wealth, and by his intrigues with the clers
gy and thepcople, he kept bis malter .infa Kind of
fubjeclion. « He had the boldnefs: to excommunis
cate fome fenaters who eppofed his exceffive inio=
dence; till ‘at length,:Alexis finding shimieli not
powerful enovgh .to depelehim by his.own autho=
rity, was obligedfto convene a fynod of all the bie
fhops. Thereithe patriarch was accufed of having
received money from the Poles 57and being convict-
ed, was depofed and confined forithe remainder of
his days in a monaftery ; after which the prelates
chofe another patriacch.
Frow the firlt planting of Chriftianity in Ruflia,
there have been feveral'fc&sithere, as well as in o-
ther
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ther countries; for fets are as frequently the fruits
of ignorance, as of pretended knowledge: bur Ruffia
is the only Chriftian ftate of any confiderable ex.
tent, in which religion has not excited civil wars,
though it has felt fome occafional tumults.

TrE Rafkolnikys, who confift at prefent of 2
bout two thoufand males, and who are mentioned
in the foregoing lift f, are the moft ancient fet of
any in this country. It wasefiablifhed in the twelfth
century, by fome bigots, who had a fuperficial knowe
ledge of the New l'eftament : they made ufe then,
and fill do, of the old pretence of all feftaries, that
of following the letter, and acculed all other Chris
ftians of remifinels. They would not permit a prieft,
who had drank brandy, to confer baptiim; they afs
firmed, in the words of our Saviour, that thereis
no precedency among the faithiul; and held, that
2 Chriftian wight kill him{elf for the love of his Sae
vicur.  According to them, it is a great (in tores
peat the halleluja three times; and, therefore, res
peat it only twice.  I'he mark of the crofs is to be
made only with three fingers, In other refpects,
no fociety can be more regular or ftri€k in its mo=
rals.  lhey live like the quakers, and do nor admit
any other Chriltians into their affemblies, which i§
the reafon that thefe have accufed them of all the
abeminations of which the heathens accufed the
primitive Galileans; theic latter, the Gnoitics, aud
with which the Roman. Catholics have cbaiged the
Protcitants, They have been fiequently aceuled

§ See page sg,
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of killing an infant, and drinking its blood ; and
of mixing together in their private ceremonies,
without diftin&ion of kindred, age, or even of fex.
They have been perfecuted at times, and then they
have {hut themfelves up in their hamlets, fet fire
to their houfes, and thrown themfelves into the
flames. Peter took the only method of reclaiming
them, which was by letting them live in peace.

But to conclude; in all this valt empire, there
are but twenty-eight epifcopal fees, and in Peter’s
time, there were but twenty-two. This {mall
number was, perhaps, one of the caufes to which
the Ruffian church owes its tranquillity. So very
circumfcribed was the knowledge of the clergy,
that the Czar Theodore, brother to Peter the Greaty
was the firlt who introduced the cultom of finging
pfalms in churches.

Tueopore and Peter, efpecially the latter,
admitted indifferently into their councils and their
armies, thofe of the Greek, and the Latin, the Lu-=
theran, and the Calvinift communion, leaving every
one at liberty to ferve God after his own confcis
ence, provided he did his duty to the flate. At
that timz, there was not one Latin church in this
great empire of two thoufand leagues, till Peter e-
ftablithed fome new manufactures at Aftracan, when
there were about fixty Roman Catholic familie:, un=
der the direction of the capuchins; but th Jefuits
endeavouring to citabhh themfclves in his domini-
ons, he drove them out by an ed:'&, publifhed in
the month of April 1718, KHe tolerated the ca-

puching
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puchins as an infignificant {et of monks, but confis
dered the Jefuits as dangerous politicians.

Iue Greek church has at once the honour and
fatisfaction to feeits communion extended through.
out an empire of two thoufand leagues in length,
while that of Rome is not in pofleflion of halfthat
tract in Europe. Thofe of the Greek commus
hion have, at all times, been particularly attentive
4o maintain an equality between theirs and the La-
tin church ; and always upen their guard again
the zeal of the fee of Rome, imputing it to ambis
tion 3 becaufe, in fa&t, that church, whofe poweris
very much circumferibed in our hemifphere, and yet
aflumes the title of univerfal, has always endeavours
ed toalt in fuch a manner as to deferve that title,

THE Jews never made any fettlement in Ruflis,
as they have done in moft of the other ftates of
Europe, from Conftantinople to Rome. The Rufs
fians have carried on their trade by themfelves, of
by the help of the nations fettled among them,
T'heirs is the only country of the Greek communis
on, where fynagogues are notintermixed with Chris
ftian temples.

Gonclufion of the flate of Russta before PETER #he
GREAT,

Russia is indebted folely to the Czar Peter for
its great influence in the affairs of Europe; ibeing
of no confideration in any ether reign, fince it em-
braced Chriltianity, Before this period, the Ruf-
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| fians made the fame figure on the Black Sea that

the Wormans did afterwards on the coafts of the
ocean. In the reign of the emperor Heraclius,

they fitted out an armament of forty thoufand mall

barks, appeared before Conftantinople, which they
befieged, ?-.:‘,.l impofed a tribute on the Greek em-
perors; but the grand knez Wolodimer, being
wholly taken up with the care of eftablifhing Chri-
flianity in his dominions, and wearied out with in-
teftine broils in his own family, weakened his do~
minions by dividing them between his children.
They almoft all fell a prey to the Tartars; who held
Ruflia in fuljeftion near two hundred years. At
Iength John Bafilides freed it from flavery, and en-
larged its boundaries; but after his time, it wa
ruined again by civil wars.

BeronrE the time of Peter the Great, Ruflia was
neither fo powerful, {o well cultivated, fo populous,
nor fo opulent as at prefent. It had no potleflions
in Finland, nor in Livonia; and this latter alone
had been long worth more than all Siberias The
Coffacks were
Aftracan reduced to obedience; what little trade

11

ftill unfubj:&ed, nor were the people

was carried on, was rather to their difadvantage,
‘The Whire Sea, the Bahic, the Pontus Eusinus;
the fea of Afoph, and the C fpian fea, were entires
]) ulelefs to a nation that had not a ﬁnr-k fhip, nor
ven a term in tlieir language to expr efs a flact. If
1-,:;:,
or to the Tartars, and the other nations of the notth,

ing more bad been neceflary but to be h:';?_’rz-

as far as China, the Ruffians undoubredly bad that

-

advantace :
L-w\:.“-‘b 3
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advantage ; but they wanted to be biouyzht upon an
equality with civilized nations and to be 1n a cons
dition one day of even furpaifling feveral of them,
Such an undertaking appeared altogether impraéi.
cable, inafmuch as they had not a fingle thip at fea,
and were abfolvtely ignerant of military difcipline
by land : nay, the moft common manu‘actures were
hardly encouraged, and agriculture itfeif, the pris
mum mobile of trade, lay neglecled.  This requires
the utmoft attention and encouragement on the part
of a government ; and it is to this that the Englifh
are indebted, for finding in their corn, a treafure far
fuperior to their woollen manufacture.

Tuis grofs negle&k of the neceflary arts fuffici-
ently (hews, that the people of Ruffia had no idea
of the polite arts, which become neceflary in their
turn, when we bave been properly cultivited. They
might indeed have fent fome of the natives to gain
infirution among foreigners ; but the difference of
languages, manneis, and religion, oppofed it. Bes
fides, there ws a law of ftate and religion equally
facred and deftructive to the welfare of the commu-
nity, which prohibited any Fullian frem going out
of his country, and thus condemned this peopl= to
eternal ignorance.  Lhey were in poffeflion of the
moft extenfive dominions in the world, and yet e
very improvement was wanted amongit them. At
length Peter was born, and Ruflia became a civis
lized fiate.

HappiLY, of all the great lawgivers who have
lived in the world, Peter is the only one whefe bifs
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3
tory is well known.  Thofe of Thefeus and Romu-
lus, who did far lefs than him, and of the founders
of all civilized ftates, are blended with the molt ab=
furd fictions ;3 whereas here, we have the advantage
of writing truths, which would pats for fictions,
were they not fo well attefted.

=7

C H-A P..Hl
The anceflors of Peter the Great.

’"F' H E family of Peter the Great have been feat-
ed on the throne ever fince the year 1013.
Before that time, Ruflia had undergone revolutions,
which had retarded the reivrmation ot her police,
and the eltablilbment of the liberal arts.  I'his has
been the fate of all human focieties.  No kingdom
ever experienced more cruel troubles. In the year
157y the tyrant Boris Godonow aflaffinated De-
mectrius, the lawful heir, and uiuiped the empires
A young monk took the name of Demetrius, pre=-
tending to be that prince who had efcaped from his
aflallinsy, and with the afliftance of the Poles, and a
confiderable party (which every tyrant bas againft
him) he drove out the ufurpery and feized the crown
himfelf. ‘The impoiture was difcovered as foon as
he came to the fovereignty, becaufe the people were
d:fatisfied with his govesnment ; and he was mur-

dered,
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dered. Thrce other falfe Demetrins’s rofe up one
alter another,  Such a fuccefhon of impofiors mult
needs put a country into the utmoft confufion,
The lels men are civilizedy the more eafily they
are impofed on. It may readily be conceived, how
much thefe frauds augmented the public cenfufion
and misforrunes. The Poles, who had begun thofe
revolutions, by fetting up the firft falfe Demetrius,
were very near being mafters of Rufia, The Swedes
fhared in the fpoils on the coait of Finland, and alfo
laid claim to the crown. The ftate fcemed on the
brink of utter deftruction

In the midlt of thefe troubles, an affembly, com-
pofed of the principal boyars, chofe for their fove.
reign a young man only fifteen years of age: this
happened in 1613, and did not feem the beft me=
thod of putting an end to thefe troubles. This
young man was Michael Romanow +, grand-father
to Czar Peter, and fon o the archbifhop of Roftow,
firnamed Philaretes, and of a nun, and related by
the mother’s fide to the ‘ancient Czars.

It muft be remembered, that this archbifhop was
a powerfal nebleman, whom 'the tyrant Boris had
obliged ta: become priclt.  His wite Scheremerow
wus likewile forced to take the veil 5 this was the
ancient culiom of the weftern tyrants of the Latin
church, as that of putting out the eyes, was with
the Greek Chriilianss L he tyrant Demetrins made
Philaretes archbifliop of Roflow, and fent him am-
befludor to Poland, where he was kept prifoner by

1 Some pronounce it Remans,

the
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the Poles, who were then at war with the Ruflians -
the law of nations was not known to the different
people of thefe times. During his father’s confine-
ment, that young Romanow was eleéted Czar. The
archbifhop was exchanged againft fome Polith pri-
foners ; and at his return, his fon raifed him to the
patriarchal dignity, and the old man was in reality
-king under his fon’s name.

Ir fuch a government appears {urprifingly odd to
flrangers, the marriages of Czar Michael Romanow
will feem {till more fo. The Ruffian princes had
never intermarried with foreign ftates fince the year
I4y0, or after they became mafters of Cafan and
Aftracan; they feem to have followed the Afatic
cuftoms in almoft every thing, and c(‘,wci;;!ly that
of marrying only among their own fubjects.

Tais conformity to the ancient cuftoms of Afia,
was flill more conf{picuous in the ceremonies ob=
ferved at the marriage of a Czar. All the molt
beautiful maidens in the province were f{ent for to
court, where they were received by the grand gou-
vernante of the court, and provided with apartments
in her own houfe, where they all eat together. The
Czar vifited them fometimes incognito, and {ome.
times in his real charadter. The wedding-day was
fixed, without its being known on whom the choice
had fallen. = At the appointed time, the happy per»
fon was prefented with a rich wedding fuit, and o»
ther rich drefles were given to the relt of the fair
candidates, who then returned home. There have
been four inflances of thefe marriages.

AFTER this manner was Michael Romanow e-

Yor: 1 E fpoufed
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fpoufed to Fudocia, the daughter of a poor gentles
named Strefchneu He was empioyed in
grounds with his fervants, when ong
of the lords of the bed-chamber came to him with
prefents from the Czar, and to acquaint him that
his daughter was feated on the throne I'he name
of this princefs is ftill held in the higheft efteem by
the Buffians. This cufiom is quite different from
ours, but not the lefs to be valued on that account,

It is proper to oblerve, that. before Romanow
was ele@ed Czar, a ftrong party had made choice of
prince Ladiflaus, fon to Sigifmund 111 king of Po-
Jand. At the fame time, the provinces, bordering
on Sweden, had offered the crown toa brother of
Guftavus Adolphus: fo that Ruflia was in thefame
fituation then in which we bave fo frequently feen
Poland, where the right of electing a king has been
the occafion of civil wars. But the Rufhians did
not follow the example of the Poles, who entered
into 2 compact with the prince whom they electeds
notwithftanding they had fufiered from the opprels
fion of tyrants, yet they voluntarily fubmitted to 2
young mail, without making any bargain with him.

Russia never wasan eieclive kingdom 5 but the
male Jine of their ancient fovereigns failing, and
fix Czars, ot pretenders, having perithed miferably
in the late troubles, there was, as we have obfervedy
a neceflity for eledling a monarch; and this eledlic
on occafioned frefh wars with Poland and Swedety
who maintained, with force of arms, their pré:

tended rights to the crown of Ruflia. The rightof
et
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governing a nation againit its own will, can nev
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be long fupported. The Poles, on their fide, af-
ter having advanced as far as Mofcow, and coma
mitted great depradations, in which the military ex=
peditions of thofe times chiefly confilted, conclud=
ed a truce for fourteen years. By virtue of this
truce Poland remained in pofleflion of the duchy of
Smolentko, in which the Borifthenes has its fource,
The Swedes alfo made peace, in virtue of which they
remained in poffe(lion of Ingria, and deprived the
Ruflians of all communication with the Baltic fea,
fo that the empire of Ruflia was feparated more than
ever from the reft of Europe.

Micunaer Romanow, after this peace, reigned
quietly, without making any alteration in the ftaie,
either to the improvement or corruption of the ad-
miniftration.  After his death, which happened in
164, his fon Alexis Michaelowitz {or fon of Mi=
chael) afcended the throne by hereditary right, ac
the age of fixteen years. The Cazars were always
crowned by the patriarch of Ruflia, according to the
ceremonies in ufe at Conftantinople, except that
the patriarch of Ruffia was feated on the fame feat
with the {overeign, and conflantly afl¢€ted an equa-
lity highly derogatory to the fupreme power.

ALexis MicHAELOWITZ, the fon of Michael,

ArLex1s was married in the fame manner as his
father, and from among the young maidens prelent-
ed to him, he chofe the one who appeared the moft,
lovely in his eyes. He married a davghter of the

E: boyar
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boyar Meloflaufki in 16473 his fecond wife, whom
ke married in 16 T, was of the family of Narifkin,
and his favourite Morofou was married to another,
There cannot be a more fuitable title found for
¢his favourite than that of vifir, for he governed
the empire in a defpotic manner, and, by his great
power, excited feveral commotions among the Stres
litzes, and the populace, as frequently happens at
Conftantineple.
Tue reign of Alexis was difturbed by bloody
infurretions, and by inteltine and foreign wars,
A chief of the Don CofTacks, named Stenko-Rafin,
endeavoured to make himfelf mafter of Aftracan,
and was for a long time very formidable : but he
was at length defeated and taken prifoner, and end+
ed his life by the hands -of the executioner ; like
all thofe adventurers, who have nothing- to expett
but a throne or a {caffold.  About twelve thoufand
of his adherents are faid to have been hanged, on
the high road of Adtracan. In this part of the
woild, men being uninfluenced by religion, were
to be governed only by rigour ; and from this fe-
verity, frequently carried to a degree of cruelty,
arofe flavery, and a fecret thirft of revenge.
Arexis had been at war with the Poles that
proved fuccefsful, and terminated in a peace, which
fecured to him the poflcffion of Smolentko, Kiow,
and the Ukraine: but he was defeated by the Swedes,
and the boundaries of the Ruflian empire were cone
trafted within @ very narrow coempals on that fide
of the kingdom
Tur Turks were at that time his moft formida-
ble
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ble enemies : they invaded Poland, and threatened
the dominions of the Czar that bordered upon Crim
Tartary, the ancient Taurica Cherfonefus. In
1671, they took the impertant city of Kaminiek,
and all that belonged to Poland in the Ukraine,
The Coffacks of that country, ever averfe to iub-
jetion, would not tell whether they belonged to
the Turks, Poland, or Ruffia, Sulran Mahomet
IV. who had conquered the Poles, and had jult im-
pofed a tribute upon them, demanded with all the
haughtinefs of an Ottoman vitor, that the Czar
fhould immediately evacuate his pofleflions in the
Ukraine; but received as haughty a denial from
that prince. Men did not know at that time how
to difguife their pride, by an outfide appearance of
decency. The fultan, in his letter, {tiled the fo-
vereign of the Ruflians only Chriftian Hofpodar, and
eatitled himfelf, ¢ moft glorious majefty, king of
¢ the world.” The Czar replied in thefe terms,
¢¢ that he {corned to fubmit to a Mahometan dog,
$ and that his fcimiter was as good as the Grand
¢ Seignior’s fabre.”

ALEX1s at that time formed a defign which
feemed to prefage the influence which the Ruflians
would one day obtain in the Chriftian world. e
fent ambailadors to the Pope, and to almoft all the
great fovereigns in Europe, excepting France,
(which was in alliance with the Turks) in order
to eftablith a league againft the Ottoman Porte.
His ambafladors at the court of Rome had no ether
fuccefs but in not being obliged to kifs the Pope’s
toc; and in other courts they met only with good

E 3 wilhes,
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wifhes, the quarrels of the Chriftian princes bes
tween themfelves, and the jarring interefts aris
fing from thofe quarrels, being generally prevent-
ed from uniting againft the common enemy of

Chrifiianity
In the mean time, the Turks threatened to cha.
flife the Poles for refufing to pay their tribute : Cza
Alexis aflited on the fide of CrimTartary, and John
Sobiefky, general of the crown, wiped off his couns
try’s ftain, by 2 fignal vi€ory over the Turks, at
the famous battle of Choczim in 1674, which pa
ved his way to the throne. Alexis difputed this very
throne with him, and offered to unite his extenlive
dominions to Poland, as the Jagellons had done;
but in regard to Lithuania, the greatnefs of his of-
fer was the caufe of its being rejefted.  He is faid
to have been very deferving of the new kingdom,
by the manner in which he governed his own
fubjefts. Alexis was the firlt who caufed a body of
laws to bedigefled in Ruffia, though imperfect; he
introduced both linen and i1k manufaétures, which
indeed were not long continued ; yet he had the
merit of their firft eftablithment, He peopled the
deferts about the Wolga and the Kama, with Li.
thuanian, Polith and Tartarian families, whom he
had taken prifoners in his wars: before his reign,
all prifoners of war were the flaves of thofe to whole
lot they fell. Alexis employed them in agricul-
ture: he did his utmoft endeavours to introduce
difcipline among thofe troops: in a word, he was
worthy of being the father of Peter the Great; but
he had no time to perfet what he had be-
gun,
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gun, being fnatched away by 2 fudden death, at
the age of forty fix; in the beginning of the year
1677, according“to our itile, which is eleven days
forwarder than that of Rufha.

FoeEpOR, ¢r THEODORE ALEXIOWITZ.

Upox the death of Alexis, fon of Michael, all
relapfed into confufion. e left by his hirlt mar=
riage two princes, and two princelles. Theodore,
the eldeft, afcended the throne at fifteen years of
age §. He was a prince of a weak and fickly con-
flitution, but of merit fupericr to his bodily inkr=
micies.  His father Alexis had caufed him to be
acknowledged his fueceflor, a year before his death:
a conduct obferved by the kings of France from Hugh
Capet down to Lewis the Young, and by many o=
ther fovereigns.

[HE fecond fon of Alexis was Iwan or Johny
who was ftill worfe treated by nature than his bro-
ther Theodore, being almolt blind and dumb, very.
infirm, and frequently troubled with convulfions.
Of fix daughters, born of this firlt marriage, the
only one who made any figure in Europe was the
princels Sophia, who was remarkable for her great
talents 3 but unhappily fiill more fo for the mifchiet
fhe defigned againft Peter the Great.

gx1s, by his fecond marriage with another
of his fubjecls, daughter of the boyar Narilkin, had

§ 1677,
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Peter, and the princefs Nathalia. Peter was bom
on the thircieth of May (or the tenth of June, new
flile) in 1672; and was but four years old when
he loft his father. As the children of a fecond
marriage were not much regarded in Ruflia, it was
little expected that he would ever mount the throne.
It had ever been the {ludy of the family of Re-
manow to civilize the empire. It was alfo that of
Theodore. = We have already remarked in {peaking
of Molcow, that this prince encouraged the inhabi-
tants of that city to build a great number of flone
houfes. He likewile greatly enlarged that capital,
and made feveral ufeful regulations in the general
police ; but by endeavouring to reform the boyars,
he made them all his enemies: befides, he wanted
fufficient knowledge, vigour, and refolution, to ven=
ture upon making a general reformation. The war
with the Turks, or rather with the Crim Tartars, in
which he was conftantly engaged with alternate fuc-
cefs, would not permit a prince of his weak flate
of heaith to undertake fo great a work. Theo-
dore, like the refl of his predecefiors, married one
of his own fubjeéls, a native of the frontiers of Po-
land ; but having loft her in lefs than a year after
their nuptials, he took for his fecond wife, in 1682,
Martha Matweowna, daughter of fecretary A=
praxin. Some months after this marriage, he was
{eized with the dilemper which ended his days,
and died witbout leaving any iffue. - As the Czars
married without regard to birth, they might like-
wile (at lealt at that time) appoint a fucceflor with-
out reipect to primogeniture, The dignity of con=
fort




OF RUSSIA 23

fort and heir to the fovereign feemed to be entire-
ly the reward of merit; and in that refpect, the
cultom of this empire was much {uperior to thole
of more civilized nations.

Tueopore, before he expired, fenfible that his
brother Iwan was by his natural infirmities incapa-
ble of governing, appointed his brother Peter heir
to the empire, who being then in his tenth year,
had given early proofs of a fine genius.

I¥, on the one hand, the cultom of raifing a fub-
je&t to the rank of Czarina, was favourable to the
females, theire was another which was no lefs:hard
upon them ; namely, that the daughters of the Czars
were very [eldom married, but fpent their lives in
a monaftery,

THE princels Sophia, third daughter of Czar A=
lexis, by his firft ‘marriage, bad abilitics, equally
great and dangerous. Perceiving that her brother
‘I'heodore had not long to live, fhe did not retire
to a convent; but finding herfelf likely to be left
between two brothers, one of whom was incapable
of governing, through his natural inability, and the
other, on account of his infancy, fhe formed a de-
fign of placing herfelf at the head of the empire.
Hence, in the laft hours of the Czar Theodore, fhe
attempted to act the part that Pulcheria had fof-
merly played with her brother, the emperor Theo-
dofius.

Eg CHAP,
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CHAP. IV,
JOHN and PETER.

Horrible fedition among the Strelitzes ¥,

HEODORE was fearcely dead 1, when the
T nomination of a prince of ten years old tothe
throne, the exclufion of the elder brother, and the
intrigues of the princels Sophia, their fifter, excite
ed a mofl bloody revelt amongft the Strelitzes. Ne-
ver did the Janizaries, nor the Preetorian guards,
exercife more horrible cruelties. The infurrection
began two days after the burial of Theodore, when
they all ran to arms in the Cremelin, which is the
Czar’s palace at Mofcow. They began with acs
cufing nine of their colonels, for keeping back their
pay. The miniftry was ebliged to break the colos
nels, and to pay the Strelitzes the money they de-
manded : but this did not fatisfy them ; they infift=
ed upon baving thefe nine officers delivered up to
them, and condemned them by a majority of votes,
to (uffer the Battogs or Knout ; which punifhment
was infliCted in this manner. ¢

* Extralted wholly from the memoirs fent from Mofcow and Pe-
tersburg. } 1682,
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THE ‘criminal is firipped naked; and laid flit on
his belly, while two executioners beat over the back
with {witches, till the judge, who ftands by to fee
the fentence put in execution, fays, ** He has got
enough.”  [he colonels, after being thus treated
by their men, were obliged to return them thanks,
according to the cuftom ofthe eaftern nations; where
eriminals, after undergoing their punithment, muft
kifs the judge’s hand, Befides complying with this
cuftom, the officers gave them'a fum of money,
which was fomething more than the cuftom.

WHiILE the Strelitzes thus began to make them=
felves formidable, the princels Sophia, who private=
ly encouraged them, in order to lead them by de-
grees from crime to crime, held an aflembly at her
houfe, confifting of the prince{ss of the blood, the
generals of the army, the boyars, the patriarch, the
bifhops, and even fome of the principal merchants 3
fhe reprefented to them, that prince John, by right
of birth and merit, was entitled to the empire, the
reins of which fhe intended to keep in her-own
hands. At the breaking up of the aflembly, fhe
caufed a promife to be made to the Strelitzes, of an
addition of pay, befides feveral confiderable prefents.
Her emiflaries were employed to {tir up the foldiery
againft the Nanifkin family, ‘pasticularly. the two
brothers of the young dowager Czarina, the mother
of Peter the Firlt. Thefe perfuaded the Strelitzes,
that one of the brothers, named John, had put on
the imperial robes, had feated himfelf on the throne,
and had attempted to ftrangle prince John ; adding,
moreovery that the late Czar I'heodore had been

Eo poifoned
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poifoned by D:-iel Vongad, a Dutch phyfician,
Afterwards Sophia put into their hands a lift of
forty vcblemen, whom fhe ftiled enemies to their
corps, and to the ftate, and as fuch worthy of death,
Thefe proceedings exaltly refembled the proferips
tions of Sylla, and the Roman triumvirate, which
Chrifliern 1I. revived .in Denmark and Sweden,
This fhews that fuch cruelties prevail in all coun-
tries in times of anarchy and confufion. The mus
tineers began the tragedy with throwing the two
knezes, Dolgoroukiand Matheof, out of the palaces
windews ; whom the Strelitzes received upon the
points of their pikes ; then firipped them naked, and
dragged their dead bedies into the great fquare;
they then rufhed into the palace, where meeting
with Athanafius Narifkin, a brother of the young
Czarina, and one of the uncles of Czar Peter, they
murdered him in the fame manner ; then breaking
cpen the door of the neighbouring church, where
three of the proferibed perfons had taken refuge,
they drag them from the altar, firip them naked,
and cut them in pieces with knives.

THEIr fury was arrived to fuch a pitch, that
feeing a young nobleman of the tamily of Soltikoffy
a great favourite of their¢, and who was not includ=
ed in the lift of the proferibed, and fome of them
miftaking him for John Narifkin, whoo they were
in fearch of, they murdered him upon the fpot;
and what plainly thews the manners of thofe times,
after having difcovered their error, they carried thie
body of the young noble to his father to bury it;
and the wretched parent, not daring to complain,

gave
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gave them a confiderable reward for bringing him
the mangled body of his fon.  Being upbraided by
his wife, his daughters, and the lady of the deceaf-
ed, for his weaknefs, ¢ Let us wait an opportunity
of being revenged,” faid the old man. Thele
words being overheard by fome of the foldiers,
they returned furioufly back into the room, dragged
the aped parent by the hair, and cut his throat at
his own door,

AnoTmuEeR party of the Strelitzes, who were
in fearch of the Dutch phyfician Vongad, met with
his fon, of whom they enquired for his father ; the
youth trembling, replied, he did not know where
he was; upon which they immediately killed him.
Soon after a German phyfician falling in their way,
¢ You are a doftor, faid they, and if you did not
poifon our mafter T'heodore, you have poifoncd o-
thers, and therelore merit death,” and thereupon
they difpatched him.

AT length they found the Dutchman, of whom
they were in queft, difguifed in the habit of a
beggary they inf(tantly drag him before the palace:
the princefles who loved this worthy man, and
placed great confidence in his fkill, begged the
Strelitzes to fpare him, afluring them that he was
a very good phyfician, and had taken all poflible
caré of their brother Theodore. ‘[he Strelitzes
made anfwer, that he not only deferved to die asa
phyfician, but alfo as a forcerer ; and that they had
found in his cabinet a great dried toad, and the
fkin of a ferpent. They alfo required to have young
Narifkin delivered up to them, whem they had

fearched
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fearched for in vain for two days; infifting, that
he was certainly in the palace, and that they would
fet fire to it, unlefs he was put into their hands
The fifier of John Narifkin, and the other prins
cefles, terrified by their menaces, went to acquaint
their unhappy brother with what had pafled : upon
which the patriarch heard his confeflion, admini
fters the viaticum and extreme unétion to him, and
then taking an image of the blefled virgin which
was faid to perform miracles, he leads the young
man forth by the hand,- and prefents him to the
Strelitzes, prefenting to them, at the fame time;
the image of the virgin. The princefles, diffolv.
ed in tears, {urrounded Narifkin, and falling upon
their knees before the foldiers, befought them, in
the name of the blefled virgin, to fpare their rela»
tion’s life ; but the inhuman wretches: tore him
from their arms, and dragged him to the foot of
the ftairs, together with the phyfician Vongad,
where they held a kind of tribunal amongft them-
felves, and condemned them both to be put to the
torture.  One of the foldiers, who could wiite,
drew up-a form of indi€tment, and fentenced the
two unfortunates to be cut in pieces; a punifhment
inflicted in China and Tartary on pasricides, and
called the punifhment of ten thoufand flices. After
having thus ufed Narifkin and Vongad, they ex-
pofed .their heads, feet and hands, on the iron points
of a balluftrade.

WHILE this party of the Strelitzes were thus
glutting their revenge in. the fight of the prin-
gefles, the reft maflacred every one who was ob-

noxious
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noxious to them, or fulpetted by the princels So-
phia.

Tu1s horrid tragedy concluded with proclaim-
ing the two princes, John and Peter, in June 1682,
joint fovereigns, and affociating their fifter Sophia
with them in the government, in the quality of
co-regent ;3 who then publickly approved of all their
outrages, conferred upon them rewards, confifcat-
ed the eftates of the proferibed, and beftowed them
upon their murderers.  She gave them permiflion
to ereft a monument, with the names of the per~
fons they had maffacred, as being traitors to their
country : and to crown all, fhe publifhed letters
patent, thanking them for their zeal and fidelity.

od-in wifo e oo ohoim vh-m K B 6 SIS 0 N oo e nifenide
CHAP V.
ADMINISRATION OF THE PRINCESS SOPHIA,

Extraordinary quarrel about religion. A con=
fpiracy -

HESE were the fteps by which the princefs
Sophia did afcend the throne of Ruffia, with-
+ Extrafted intirely from the memoirs communicated by the court

of Petcrsburg,
out
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out being declared Czarina ; and ! the examples
that PETER the FirsT had before his eyes. Sos
phia enjoyed all the honours of a fovereign; her
bult was on the coin; fhe figned all difpatches,
held the chief place in council, and a fupreme pow-
er without controul. She was poficfled of a great
deal of wit, made verfes-in her own language, and
both wrote and {poke extremely well. An-: agree-
able perfon fet off thefe talents, which her ambitis
on alone fullied,

SHE procured a wife for her brother John, im

the manner already (hewn in fevgral examples. A
young lady, named Soltikoff, of the family with
the noblemen of that name who had been murder=-
ed by the feditious Strelitzes, was chofen out of the

heart of Siberia, where her father commanded a

fortiefs, to be prefented to Czar John at Mofcow.
Her beauty triumphed over all the intrigues of her
rivals, and John was married to her in 1684. At
every marriage of a Czar, we feem to read the hi-
flory of Ahafuerus, or that of a fecond Theodofius.
In the midit of the marriage feafts, the Stres
litzes raifed a new infurretion, (and who would
believe it?) on account of religion! of a particus
lar doétrine! If they had been mere foldiers, they
would never have become controvertifts, but they
were citizens of Mofcow. Whoever can harangue
the populace in an authoritative manner; may found
a fe@l. This has been feen in all ages, and all
parts of the world, efpecially fince the paffion of
dogmatifing has become the infirument of ambition

and the means of inflaving weak minds.
Ruysseis
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Russia had already experienced fome feditions
upon a difpute, whether the fign of the crofs was
to be made with three fingers, or with two? One
Abakum, a prieft, had {¢t up fome new doltrines
at Mofcow, abaut the holy Ghoit ; which, accord-
ing to the fcriptures, enlightened all the faithful ;
as likewife with refpet to the equality of the pri=
mitive - Chriftians, and thefe words of Chrift,
“ There thall be amongft you neither firft nor laft.”
Several citizens, and many of the Strelitzes, em=
braced the opinions of Abakum. ©One Rafpop was
the chief of this party, which became confiderable.
Thofe enthufiafts, at length, entered the cathedral,
July 16. N. S. 1682. where the patriarch and his
clergy were officiating; drove them out of the
church with ftones, and feated themfelves very de-
voutly in their places, to reccive the boly Ghoft.
They called the patriarch the ¢ wolf in fheep's
cloathing ;” a ritle which all {e&s have liberally
beltowed upon each other. The princefs Sophia,
and the two Czars, were immediately made ac-
quainted with thefe difturbances; and the other
Strelitzes, who were ftaunch to the good old caufe,
were given to underfland, that the Czars and the
church were in danger. Upon this the Strelitzesand
the patriarchal burghers attacked the Abakumilfts;
but a flop was put to the carnage, by publithing
a convocation of a council, which was immediate=
ly affembled tn a hall of the palace.  This took up
very little time, for they obliged every prieft they
met to attend. The patriarch, and a bifhop, dif-
puted againft Rafpop ; but at the fecond fyllogifm,

they
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they began to throw ftones at one another. The
council ended with ordering Rafpop to be beheads
ed, and fome of his faithful difciples to be putto
death 3 and this fentence was executed by the ors
der of the three fovereigns, Sophia, John and Peter,

During thele troubles, there was a knez, nam-
ed Chowanfkoi, who, having been inftrumental in
raifing the princefs Sophia to_the dignity fhe then
held. expefed, as a reward for his fervices, to have
a fhare in the adminiftration. He found Sophia
not fo grateful as he could wifh; upon which be
efpoufed the caufe of religion, and the perfecuted
Rafpopians, and firred up a party among the Stre-
litzes and the people, in defence of the caufe of
God.

THis confpiracy was of a more ferious nature
than the enthufialtic riot of Rafpop. An ambitis
ous hypocrite always carries things farther thas &
fimple fanatic. Chowanfkoi aimed at no lefs than
the imperial dignity; and to remove all obftacles
in his way, he refolved to murder the two Czars,
Sophia, the other princefles, and every one who
was attached to the imperial family. The Czars
and the princeffes were obliged to retire to the mos
naflery of the Holy Trinity, within twelve leagues
of Mofcow. This was, at the fame time, a con
vent, a palace, and a fortrels, like mount Caflino,
Corby, Fulda, Kempten, and feveral others belong-
ing to the Latin church. This monaltery of the
Trinity belongs to the monks of St. Bafil. Itis
furrounded by deep ditches, and ramparts of bricks
on which is planted a nwnerous artillery. The

monks
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monks are poffeffed of all the country round for
four leagues. The imperial family were in full
fafety there, but more on account of the firength,
than the fanctity of the place. Here Sophia treat-
ed with the rebel knez; and having decoyed him
to come half way, caufed his head to be ftruck off;
together with thofe of one of his fons, and thirty
feven Strelitzes who accompanied him *.

Uron this being made known, the body of the
Strelitzes fly toarms, and march to attack the eon=-
vent of the Trinity, threatening to deftroy every
thing that come in their way. The imperial fami-
ly ftood upon their defence ; the boyars arm their
vaffals, all the gentlemen flock into the convent,
and a bloody civil war feemed on the point of break-
ing out. The patriarch fomewhat pacified the Stre-
litzes, who began to be frightened with the nums-
ber of troops that were marching to furround them
on all fides; in fhort, their fury was changed into
fear, and their fear into the moft abjeét {ubmiffion ;
a change common to the mob. Three thoufand fe-
ven hundred of this corps, followed by their wives
and children, with halters about their necks, went
in proceflion to the convent of the Trinity, which
three days before they had threatened to burn. In
this condition, thefe unhappy wretches prefent
themfelves before the gate of the convent, two by
two, one carrying a block, and another an ax; and
proftrating themfelves on the ground, waited for
their fentence. They were paidoned upon theig

* 1682,
fubm:ffion
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fubmiflion, and returned back to Mofcow, blefling
their fovereigns; and flill difpofed, though un.
known to themfelves, to commit the fame crime
upon the very firft opportunity.

‘Taese commotions being fubfided, the flate
refumed an exterior of tranquillity ; but Sophia ftill
remained poffefled of the chief authority, leaving
John to his incapacity, and keeping Peter in tutes
lage. In order to ftrengthen her power, fhe fhared
it with prince Bahl Galitzin, whom the raifed to be
generaliffimo, minifter of ftate, and lord-keeper,
Galitzin was in every refpet fuperior to any other
perfon in that diftracted court : he was polite, mage
nificent, full of great defigns, more lcarned than
any of his countrymen, having received a much
better education, and was even mafter of the Latin
tongue, which was, at that time, almoft entirely
unknown in Ruffia. He was of an adive and ine
defatigable fpirit, had a genius fuperior to the times
he lived in, and capable, had he had leifure and
power, as he had the inclination, of reforming the
manners in Ruffia.  This is the charadter given of
him by La Neuville, at that time the Polifh envoy
in Ruffia; and the encomiums of foreigners ar
feldom to be fufpected.

Tais minifter bridled the infolence of the Stres
litzes, by diltributing the moft mutinous of that
body among the feveral regiments in the Ukraing
in Cafan, and Siberia. It was under his adminis
{tration, that the Peles, long the rivals of Ruflia
gave up, in 1686, 2ll pretenfions to the large pro®

vinces of Smolenlko and the Ukraine,  He was the
firlk
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firlt who fent an embuafly to France, in 1687 ; a
country, which had for upwards of twenty years
been in the zenith of its glory, by its numerous
conquefts, new eftablifhments, and the magnifi-
cence of lewis XIV. and efpecially by the ima
provement of the fine arts, without which there
can be only external grandeur, but no folid glory.
France had not then entered into any correpon-
dence with Ruflia, or rather was unacquainted with
that empire; the academy of infcriptions ordered
a medal to be firuck to commemorate this embaf=
{y, ae if it had come from the moft diftant part of
the Indies; but notwithftanding all this, the am=
baffador Dolgoroufki mifcarried in his negotiation,
and even fuffered fome grofs affronts on account
of the ill conduét of his domeflics, whofe miftakes
it would have been better to have overlooked; but
the court of Lewis XIV. could not then forefee, that
France and Ruilia would one day reckon it an ad=
vantage to be cemented by a clofe alliance.

Russia was now quiet at home, but fhe was
ftill pent up on the fide of Sweden, though enlar-
ged towards Poland, her new ally, in continual a-
larms on the fide of Crim [artary, and at variance
with China in regard to the frontiers

Tue greateft grievance the empire laboured un-
der wag, that it had not yet attained to a vigorous
and regular adminiitration, that the Khan of the
Crim Tartars exafted an annual tribute of lixty
thoufand rubles, in the nature of that which the
T urks had laid on Poland.

Ceriym Tartary is the ancient Taurica Cherfo-

nefus,
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nefus, formerly fo famous by the commerce of the
Greeks, and itill more by their fables, a fruitful
but barbarcus country. It took its name of Crimea
or Crim, from the title of its firft Khans, who
took this name before the conquells of the fons of
Gengis-Khan. To free the country from this yoke,
and wipe off the difgrace of fucha tribute, the
prime minifter, Galitzin, marched in perfon into
Crim Tartary at the bead of a numerous army 15
Thefe armies are not to be compared to the prefent
troops ; they had no difcipline ; there was hardly
one regiment completely armed 3 they had no ue
niform cloathing, no regularity : their men indeed
were inured to hard labour and a fcarcity of provis
fions, but then they carried with them fuch a pre-
digious quantity of baggage, as far excceded any
thing of the kind in our camps, where the greats
eft luxury prevails.  Their valt numbers of wage
gons for carrying ammunition and provifions, inan
uninhabitable and defart country, greatly retarded
the expedition againft Crim larrary. [he army
found itfelf in the midft of the valt defarts on the
river Samara, unprovided with magazines. Here
Galitzin did, what, in my opinion, was never done
any where elfe : he employed thirty thoufand men
in building a town on the banks of the Samara, to
ferve as a place for magazines in the enfuing cam=
paign : it was begun in one year, and finithed in
the third month of the following ; the houles in:
deed were all of wood except two, which were

+ 1637, 1688.
brick;
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brick; the ramparts were of turf, but well lined
with artillery ; and the whole place was in a good
ftate of defence.

I'mrs was all that was done of any confequence
in this ruinous expedition. In the mean while, So-
phia continued to govern in Mofcow, while John
had only the name of Czar 5 and Peter, now at the
age of feventeen, had the courage to aim at real
fovereignty. La Neuville, the Polith envoy, then
refident at Mofcow, and who was eye witne(s to all
that pafled, pretends that Sophia and Galitzin had
engaged the new chief of the Strelitzes, to facrifice
the young Czar to their ambition; it appears, at
Jeaft, that fix hundred of the >Strelitzes were to have
made themfelves mafters of his perfon.  The pri-
vate memoirs, which have been intrulted to my pe-
rufal, by the court of Ruflia, affirm, that a fcene
had actually been laid to murder Peter the Firft :
the blow was on the point of being ftruck. and
Ruflia near being deprived of a prince by whom
fhe had been raifed into exiftence.  Lhe Czar was
once more obliged to take refuge in the convent of
the Trinity, the ufual afylum of the court when
threatened by the mutinous foldiers. There he
affeinbled the boyars of his party, raifed a body of
forces, treats with the captain of the Strelitzcs, and
fends for fome Germans, who had been long fet-
tled in Mofcow, and were all attached to his perfon,
from his having already thewn himfelf the encouns
rager of foreigners, Sophia and John continued
at\i‘dofcow, and ufed every art to engage the Stre-
litzes to remain firm to their interefts ; but the

cauic
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caufe of young Peter, who loudly complained of
an attempt meditated againft himfelf and his mo-
ther, prevailed over that of the prineefs, and of &
Czar, whofe very looks caufed contempt. Al the
accomplices were punifhed with a feverity to which
that country was asmuchaccuftomed, as to thecrimes
which occafioned it. Some were beheaded, after
undergoing the punifhment of rhe knout or bats
tocks. The chief of the Strelitzes was put to death
in the fame manner, and feveral other fulpeied
perions had their tongues cur out. Prince Galits
zin efcaped with his lifey, through the interceffion
of one of his relations, who was a favourite of Czar
Peter 3 but he was ftripped of his eftates, which
were immenfe, and banifhed to a place in the
neighbourhood of Archangel. La Neuville, who
was prefent at the whole of this cataftrophe, relates,
that the fentence pronounced upon Galitzin, was
in thefe terms. ¢ Thou art commanded, by the
moft merciful Czar, to repair to Karga, a town un-
der the Pole, and there to continue the remainder
of thy days.  His majeliy, out of his extreme good:
nefs, allows thee three pence per day for thy fubs
filtence.”
| HERE is no town under the Pole. Kargais
in the Gixty fecond degree of latitude, and only (%
deyrees and a half further north than Mofcow.
‘W hoever pronounced this fentence, muft have been
a very bad geographer. La Neuville was probably
impofed vpon by a falfc account,
1 Tris fcene was Gnifhed by fending the prins
I 1089,
cefs
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cefs Sophia back to her monaftery at Mofcow, after
having fo long held the reins of government; cand
this revolution proved, to a woman of her difpofiti-
on, a fufficient punithment,

Frowm this inflant Peter began to reign in reali=
ty ; his brother John having no other fhare in the
government, but that of lending his name to all
public aéts. He led a retired life, and died in 169G.

ESEeeovedeoe@wiimil e ey oo S
G H A Poovk

Tue Reign or PETER THE FirsT.

Beginning of the Grand Refsrmation.

ETER the Great was tall and well-made,
P had a noble countenance, lively eyes, and a
robuft conltitution, fitted for all labour and exer-
cifes. He had a found underftanding, which is
the foundation of all real talents ; and to this foli-
dity was joined an aCtive difpofition, which prompt-
¢d him to undertake and do great things. His e-
ducation was far from being worthy of his genius.
The princefs Sophia’s defign was that be {hould re-
main in ignorance, and to indulge him(elf in thofe
excefles which youth, idlenefs, cuftom, and his
high rank made allowable. Neverthelefs, he had
been lately married 4, like others of his predecefs
fors, to one of his own fubjeéts, the daughter of
colonel Lapuchin ; but being young, and for fome

1 In Jupe 1699, i
VoL. I, F time




ico T HE HISTORY

time had not enjoyed any of the prerogatives of the
o#n, but that of indulging -his pleafures without
the ties of wedlock were not always fuf-
ficient to keep him within jult bounds. . His fealls
iny and carounfals with foreigners who had been ine
vited to Mofcow by prince Galitzin, feemed not to
promife that he would one day become the reformis
er of his country ; however; in fpite of bad example,
snd even the allurements of pleafures, he applied
himfelf to the arts of war and government, and

which even then {hewed that he had fome feeds of

eftraint,

g!e.\tn-:'.'n. :

It was fll lefs expelled, that a prince, who
was fubjeét by his con'titution to fuch a dread of
water as (o fu'i'-je& him to cold fweats, and even
to convulfions; when he was obliged to crofs a
fmall river, fhould become one of the beft ftamen
in all the north.  In order to get the better of nas
ture, he began by jumping into the water, tllat
Jength this averfon was changed into 2 fondnefs
for that element.

He was afhamed at the ignorance in which he
had been brought up He Jearned, a!moft of hime
felf, withont the help of a malter, enough of High
and Low Dutch, to be able to write and [peak to-
lerably well in both thefe languages. The (Germans
and Dutch he thought the moft civilized nationsy
becaale the former had already erecled 1o Mofcow
fome of thofe arts and manufaflures which be was
defirons of feeing eft:blithed in his empire; and
the lLicter excelled in the arc of navigation, which
he already faw was the moft neceffary of all others:

SucH
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fame time, his tion was hazardous, being o=
bliged to guard againlt factions at b y had the

turbulent fpirit.of the Strelitzes to keep un ler, and
an almoft uninterrupted war to manage agaialt the
Crim Tartars. For though hoftilities had been
fufpended in 1689 by a truce, it had no leng con-
tinuance.

Livring this interval, Peter became confirm=
ed in his defign of introducing the liberal arts into
his country.

His father Alexis had, in his life-time, the fame
views, but he wanted a favourable opportunity to
carry them into execution. He tran{mitted his
genius to his fon, who had flill a clearer ‘idea of
thefe matters than himfelf, was more vigorous, and
more uni{haken by difficulties and obflacles.

ALEXis had been at a great expence in fending
for Bothler *, a fhip-builder and fea-captain from
Holland, with a number of carpenters and failors.
Thefe built a large frigate and a yacht upon the
Wolga, which they navigated dowu that river to
Aftracan, where they were to be employed in build-
ing more veflels, for carrying on an advantageous
trade with Perfia iry the Cafpian fea Juft at this
time the revolt of Stenka Rafin broke out ; and this
rebel deftroyed thele two veflels, which he ought
to have preferved for his own fake, and murdered
the captains. [he relt of the crew fled into Per-
fia, from whence they got to fome fettlements be-

* Memoirs of Petersburg and Mofcow,
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longing to the Dutch Eaft-India company. A ma-
fler-builder, who was a good fhip-wright, ftaid bes
tind in Rufia, where he lived a long time in ob*
{curity.

One day, as Peter was walking at Ithmaelef, a
fummer-palace built by his grand-father, he pers
ceived, ameng feveral other rarities, an old Lngs
1ith fhallop, which had been entirely negleded:
upon which he afked Timmerman, a German, and
his methemartical teacher, how came that lictle boat
to be of {o different a conftru&ion from any he had
fcen on the Motka? Timmerman replied, that it
was made to go with fails and oars. The young
prince wanted inftantly to make a trial of it; but
it was firlt to be r=paired and rigged. Brant, the
{hip builder above mentioned, was at laft found at
Mofcow, where he lived retired ; he foon put the
¢d with her upen the river
Yauza, which walhes the fuburbs of the town.

PprEr caufed his boat to be removed to a great
lake in the neighbourhood of the convent of the
"Crinity, where he made Brant build two more fri=

boat in order, and fa

ga-es, and three yachts, and piloted them himfelf.
A confiderable time afterwards, viz_ in 1694, he
took a journey to Archangel, and having ordered
Brant to build a fmall veffel, he embarked therein
on the Frczen ocean, which no fovereign befide
hinilelf had ever beheld. On this occaflion he was
efcoited by a Dutch man of war, under the com-
mard of Ceprain Jclien, and attended by'all the
neichant veffels then in the harbour of Atchane
gzl Hehad already learned the manner of work:

ing
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ing a fhip ; and notwithftanding the pains hiz ¢

tiers took to imitate their mafter, he was the only
one who underfiood it.

He found it as difficult to raife a well di
ed body of land forces on whom he could depend,
as to_ellablitb a navy. His firft effay in navigati-
on, on a lake, previous to his journey to Archan-
gel, was looked upon only as the amufement of a
young prince of genius; and his frcft attempt to
form a body of difciplined troops, likewife appeared
as no more than that of diverfion, This happened
during the regency of the princefls Sophia ; and had
he been fufpefted of meaning any thing elfe, by
this amufement, it might have been attended withs
fatal confequences to the young hero.

HE placed his confidence in 2 foreigner, the ce-
lebrated Le Fort, of a noble and ancient family in
Piedmont, who removed near two centuries ago to
Geneva, where they have filled the moft confiders
able pofts in the ftate. He was intended to have
been brought up to trade, to which that city is in-
debted for its prefent importance, having formerly
been remaskable only for religions contioverfes,

Bur his genius, which prompted him to the
greatell undertakings, engaged him to quit his fas
ther’s houfe at the age of fourteen; and he ferved
four years in quality of a cadet in the citadel of Mar=
feilles; from thence he went to Holland, where he
ferved fome time as a volunteer, and was wounded
at the fiege of Grave, a fortified town on the Meufe,
which the prince of Orange, afterwards king of
England, retook from Lewis XIV. in 1694. Af-

X3 ter
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ter this, led by hopes of preferment, wherever he
could find it, he embarked with a German colos
nel, named Verflin, who had obtained a commifs
fion from Peter’s father, the Czar Alexis, to raife
foldiers in the Netherlands, and bring them to
Archangel. But when he arrived at that port, afs
ter a moft fatiguing and dangerous navigation, the
Czar Alexis was dead ; the government was changs
ed, and Mufcovy in confufien. The governor of
Archangel fuffered Verfiin, Le Fort, and his whole
troop, to remain a long time in the utmolt po-.
verty and diftrefs, and even threatened to {end them
into the extremity of Siberias upon which every
man fhifted for himfelf. Le Fort, in great necef
fity, repaired to Mofcow, where he waited upon
the Danith refident, named de Horn, who made
him his fecreary : there he learned the Ruffian lans
guage, and fome time afterwards found means to
be introduced to the Czar Peter; the elder brother
Iwan rot being a perfon for his purpofe. [Peter
was taken with him, and immediately made him a
captain of foot. = Le Fort did not underfland much
of the military {ervice, he was unlearned, not hav-
ing Mudied any particular art or fcience; but he
had feen a great deal, and was capable of making
the moft of what he faw. Like the Czar, he owed
every thing to bis own genius; he underftood the
German and Dutch languages, which Peter was
learning at that time. Every thing confpired to
make him agreeable to Peter, to whom he ftrictly
attached himfelf. From being the companion of

his pleafures, he became his favourite, and confirm-
: ed
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ed himfelf in that ftation by his good' quali
The Czar made him his ¢ snfident in the moft dan-
gerous defign that a prince of that country € yald
pollibly form, namely, that of putting himfelf in a
condition to be able one day to break the feditious
and barbarous body of forces called the Strelitzes.
it had colt the great Sultan Ofman bis life for at=

tempting to reform the Janizaries. Peter, young
as he was, went to woik in 3 much abler manner
than Ofman.

He began with forming, at his country-feat at
Preobrazinfki, a company of fifty of his youngeft
domellics ; and fome young gentlemem, the fons
of boyars, were cholen for their officers: but in
order to. teach them fubordination, to which they
were wholly unaccullomed, he made them pals
through all the different military degrees, and him-
{el{ let them the example, by ferving firftas a drum-
mer, then as a private [oldier; a ferj eant,and a licute~
nant of a company. Nothing was ever more ufe-
ful than this condu&. The Ruflians bad hitherto
made war after the manver of our ancefltors at the
time of the feudal tenures, when the nobles took
the feld at the head of their vaffuls, undifciplined,
and ill‘armed: a barbarous method, fufficient in=
deed to aét againft the like armies, but of no ufe
again{t regular troops.

THis company, which was raifed wholly by Pe-
ter himfclf, foon: imcreafed in numbers; and be-
came afterwards the regiment of Preobrazinfki
guards, Another. regiment, formed on the fame

F 4 'f':..r‘.,
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plan, became in time the regiment of Semenioufky
guards,

'I'us Czar now had a regiment of five thoufand
foot that could be depended upon, trained by ge-
neral Gordon, a Scotfman, and compofed almoft
entirely of foreigners. Le Fort, who had feen ve-
ry little real fervice, but whofe capacity was equal
to every thing, undertook to raife a regiment of
twelve thoufand men, which he peiformed: five
colonels were appointed to ferve under him, and
he faw himfelf on a fudden general of this little
army, which had been raifed, as much to oppofe
the Strelitzes, as the enemies of the ftate.

Oxe thing worthy of being oblerved ¥, and
which fully confutes that error of thofe who pre-
tend, that France loft very few of its inhabitants
by the revocation of the edilt of Nantz, is, that
one third of this army, which was only called a res
giment, confifted of French refugees. Le Fortdif-
ciplined his new troops, as if he had been a foldier
all ‘his liferime.

PrTeR was defirous of feeing ane of thofe mack.
fights, which had been lately introduced in times
of peace: a fort was erefted, which was to be at-
tacked by one part of his new troops, and defend-
ed by the other. The difference between this fight
and others of the like nature, was, that inftead of a
fham engagements this was a real one, in which
fome of his men were flain, and a great many
wounded, Le Fort, who commanded the attack,

* General Le Fort’s MS3.
received
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received a confiderable wound. Thefe bleody fports
were intended to initiate the young troops into the
fervice of the field ; but it required both much la=
bour and trouble,

Tuese warlike amufements did not take off the
Czar from his naval project.  As he had made Le
Fort a general by land, notwithftanding his having
never commanded, he now made him admiral, tho’
he had never had the direCtion of a {hip, but he
knew him deferving both of the « .e and the other.
It is true, he was an admiral without a fleet. and a
general with no other troops but his own regis
ment.

By degrees the Czar reformed that grear abufe
in the army, viz. the independance of th boyars,
who, in time of war, ufed to take the feld with
a multitude of their vaflals and peafants : this was
exaltly the ancient government of the Franks,
Huns, Goths, and Vandals, who indeed f{ubdued
the Roman empire inits ftate of decline, but wonld
have been ealily deftroyed, had they had the difci-
plined legions of ancient Rome to encounter, or
fuch armies as are now brought into the field.

ADMIRAL Le Fort was not long, however, be-
fore he had fomething more than an empty title,
He employed fome Dutchmen and Venetians in
building a number of long-boats, and al{o two (hips
of about thirty guns each, at the mouth of the Wo-
ronitz, which falls into the Tanais, or Don: thefe
veflels were to fall down the river, and keep the
Crim Tartars in awe, with whom holilities had
been renewed,

Egs Tae
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Tee Czar was how to determine in 1689, 2.
againft which of the following powers he would de-
clare war, whether againft the Turks, the Swedes,
or the Chinefe. But here it will be proper to take
notice on what terms he then flood with China,
which was the firft treaty of peace concluded by that
nation.

CHAP. ¥

Congrefs and treaty with the Chinefe *.

" E muft firft hew what were the limits of
JV the Chinefe and Ruflian empires at this
period.  Afrer pafling through Siberia, properly
fo called, and leaving far behind us to the fouth,
an hundred hords of Tartars, white and black Cal
mucks, and Mahometan and Pagan Moguls, we
advance to the hundred and thirtieth degree of lons
gitule, and the fifty fecond of latitude, upon the
river Amur. To the northward is a great chain
of mountains, which extend as far as the Frozen
Sea, beyond the polar circle. This river, which
runs the fpace of five hundred lcagues in Siberia
and Chinefe Tartary, lofes itfelf after various turn
ings in the {ea of Kamtfhatka. It is affirmed, that

* Exrrafled from memoirs” fent from China; alfo from thofe of
Pctersburg, and from letters publifhed in Du Halde’s hiftory of China,
at
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at-its mouth, in this {ea, there is fometimes caupht
a monftrous filh, much larger than the hippopo-
tamus of the Nile, and that the tooth thereof is
harder and whiter than ivory. It is further pre=
tended. that this ivory was formerly an object of
commerce ; that they ufed to tranfport it through
Siberia, which is the reafon why feveral picces of
it are {till found buried in the fields This is the
molt probable account of this fofil ivory, of which
we have already fpoken ; for it appears highly chi-
merical to pretend, that formerly there were ele-
phants in Siberia.

Tae Amur is likewife called the Black river by
the Mantchoux Tartars, and the Dragon river by
the Chinefe.

IT was in thefe countries, which for a number
of years had not been fo much as heard of, that the
Ruflians and Chinefe contelled the limits of theic
empires . The Ruflians had fome forts on the ri=
ver Amur, about three hundred leagues from the
great wall.  Many hoftilities had arifen between
thefe two nations on account of thefe forts : at length
both began to underitand their interelts better 3 the
emperor Camhi preferred peace and commerce to
an unprofitable war, and fent feveral ambaffadors
to Niptchou, one of thofe fettlements. lhe am-
bafladors had five thoufand men in their retinue,
including their efcort. This was Afiatic pomp
but what was very remarkable is, that there was
not one example in the annals of the empire, of an
embafly being fent to another power 3 and what is

1 Memoirs of the Jefuits Pereira and Gerbillon,
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f1ill more fingular, that the Chinefe had never con-
cluded a treaty of peace fince the foundation of their
monarchy. - Though twice conquered by the Tar-
tars, who attacked and fubjected them, they never
made war upon any people, excepting a few hords
that were quickly fubdued, or as quickly left to
themfelves, without any treaty. So that this nation,
fo renowned for morality, were intirely ignorant of
what we call the ¢ Law of nations 3 that is to fay,
of thofe vague rules of war and peace, of the privi-
leges of foreign minifters, of the formalities of trea=
ties, or of the cbligations refulting from thence,
nor of the difputes concerning precedency and point
of honour,

Bu the chief difficulty arofe to know in what
language were the Chinefe to negotiate with the
Ruflians, in the midft of defarts. This was re-
moved by two Jefuits, the one a Portuguefe, nam-
ed Pereira, the other a Frenchman, whofe name
was Gerbillon. They fet out from Pekin with the
Chinefe ambafladors, and were themfelves the real
negociators. - They conferred in Latin with a Ger
man belonging to the Ruflian embalffy, who under-
flood that language. The chief of that embafly
was Golowin, governor of Siberia, who had a more
{plendid retinue than the Chinefe themfelves, and
thereby gave a high idea of the Rullian empire, t0
a people who thought them/(elves the only powerful
nation upon earth.

Tuge Jefuits fixed the limits of both empires, at
the river Kerbechi, near the fpot where the treaty
was concluded. All the country; to the fouthward
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of this line of partition, was adjudged to the Chi-
nefe, and the north to the Ruflians, who only loit
a fmall fort which happened to have been built be=
after

yond the limits : a peace was agreed to, and

fome few altercations, both parties fwore to obicrve
it, in the name of the fame God §; and n thele
terms, ¢ If any one of us fhall enterrain the leaft
thought of renewing the flames of war, we befeech
the fupreme Lord of all things, who knows -the
bearts of men, to punifh the traitor with immedi=
ate death”

From this form of treaty, figned by Chinele
and Chriftians, we may infer two important truths :
the firft, that the Chinefe government is neither a-
theiftical nor idolatrous, as has been frequently and
falfly charged upon it. The fecond, that all nations,
who cultivate the gift of reafon and underftanding,
do, in effedt, acknowledge the fame God, notwith-
ftanding the particular errors they labour under,
through the want of being properly educated.

Ta1s treaty was drawn up in Latin, and two
copics were made of it. The Ruflian ambafladors
fer their names the firlt to the copy that remained
in their pofieflion, and the Chinefe alfo figned their’s
the ficlt, agreeable to the cuftom obferved by Eu-
ropean mations, when two equal powers conclude
a treaty with each other. On this occafion was
oblerved another cuftom belonging to the Afatic
nations, and which was, indeed, that of the earlielt
ages. L'he treaty was engraved on two large marble
pillars, erected on the fpot, to determine the boun=
daries of the two empires,

§ September 8, 1699, N. 8¢  Memoirs of China,
THRER
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Taree years after this, the Czar fent Ifbrand
Ides, a Dane, on an embafly to China; and the
commerce he then eftablithed between the two m-
tions, continued with advantage to each, till the
rupture between them in the year 13 .2 5 but fince

this fhort interruption, it has been renewed again

with new vigour.

(G s S e T o g e e 2 n
CHAP. VIL

Expedition to the Parus Mzoti1s.

Conqueft
of AsormH,

The Czar fends young pentlemen into foreign . cotns
Iries for improvement.

T was not fo caly to fettle peace with the Turks,
I and indeed the time feemed come for the Ruf
fians to raife themielves upon their ruins, [he
Venetians, who had long groaned under their yoke,
began now to retrieve their I fles. | he Doge Mo=
rofini, the fame who had {urrendered Candia to the

Turks, afterwards took from them the Peloponne-
{

us, whereby he obtained the title of Peloponnefian,
an honour which revived the memory of the Koman
republic. . Leopold, empeior of Germany, had
been fuccefsful againft the Qttoman forces in Hun-
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gary ; and the Poles (topt the incurfions of the
Crim Tartars.

PeTer took advantage of thefe circumftances,
to difcipline his troops, and to gain himfelf the em=
pire of the Black bea. General Gordon marched
along the Tanais, towards Afoph, with his nume-
rous regiment of five thoufand men, followed by
general Le Fort, with his regiment of twelve thou-
fand ; by a body of Strelitzes, under the command
of Scheremetow and Schein, of Pruffiin extraéti=
on, by a body of Coflacks and a large train of ar=
tillery : in fhort, every thing was ready for this
expedition *.

Tuus Roflian army began its march under the
command of marfhal Scheremetow §, in the be-
ginning of the fummer of 1695, to attack the
town of Afoph, at the mouth of the Tanais, and
at the extremity of the Palus M=otis, now called
the Z:bac fea. [he Czar was with the army, but
only as a volunteer, being determined to learn, be=
fore be took upon him to command.  During their
march, they flormed two forts which the Turks bad
erected on the banks of the river.

THis expedition was attended with confiderable
difficulties.  T'he place was well fortified, and de-
fended by a numerous garrifon. A number of
long- boats, refembling the Purkith faicks, and built
by Venetians, with two fmall Dutch fhips of war,
that were to fail out of the Woronitz, could not be
got ready foon enough to enter the fea of Afoph,

* 16944 # Or Scheremetoffy

All
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All beginnings meet with obftacles. The Ruflians
had never yer made a regular fiege ; and therefore
mifcarried in this firft attempt.

M. Jacob, a native of Dantzick, had the direce
tion of the artillery, under the command of genes
ral Schein ; for as yet they had none but foreign of
ficers belonging to the train, and none but foreign
engineers and pilots. This Jacob had been cone
demned to the baftinade, or Frout, by Schein, the

Pruffian general. At that time rigorous dilcipline

was necellary to flrengthen command ; and the
Ruflians quictly fubmitted to it, notwithftanding
their natural bent to mutiny; and after the pus
nithment, did their duty as ufual. But the Dane
thought otherwife, and refolved to be revenged for
the treatment he had received, and thercupon nail-
ed up the cannon, deferted to the Turks, turned
Mahometan, and defended Afoph, with great fuc-
cels, againft his former mafters.. This inftance
fhews, that the lenity, which is now praQifed in
Mofcovy, is much preferable to the former feveri-
ties ; and is better calculated to retain thofe in their
duty who have a proper fenfe of honour. It was
abfolurely neceffary, at that time, to ufe the utmoft
rigour towards the common peeple ;- but fince their
manners have been altered, the emprefs Elizabeth
has compleated, by clemency, the work her father
begun, by the authority of the laws. This lenity
has been cxtended by this princefs, to a degree un-
paralleled in the hiftory of any nation. She has
promifed, that, duting ber reign, no perfon fhall
be punifhed with death, and the has kept her word,
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She is the firlt fovereign who ever fhewed fo much
regard for the lives of mankind. By an inftitation,
equally prudent and humane, malefaors are now
condemned 'to ferve in the mines, and other pube
lic works ; by which means their very punithments
prove of fervice to the ftate. In other countries,
they know only how to put a criminal to death,
with all the apparatus of an executioner, without
being able to prevent 'the perpetration of crimes.
The terror of death makes, perhaps, lefs impreflion
on thofe mifcreants, who are for the moft part bred
up in idlenefs, than the fear of punithment and hard
labour, renewed every day.

To return to the ficge of Afoph, which place
was now defended by the fame perfon who had be-
fore direfted the attacks againft it the Ruflans,
in vain, attempted to take it by itorm ; and after
loling a great number of men, were obliged to raife
the fiege.

PersevERANCE in his undertakings, was the
diltinguithing characier of Peter the Great. In the
fpring of 1696, he brought a ftill greater army bee
fore Afoph., About this time died Czar John, his
brother, who, though he had not, while living, gi=
ven the leaft dilturbance to Peter’s authority, hay~
ing enjoyed only the bare title of Czar, yet he had

* been fome reftraint upon him in regard to appear=

ances.  LT'he money, which had been applied to
the fupport of Jobn’s houfhold, was now applied to
the fupport of the army.  T'his proved a great help
to a government, whofe revenues were not near {o
great as they are at prefent. Peter wrote to the

emperor
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emperor Leopold, to the ftates-general, and to the
ele@o: of Brandenburg in order to obtain engineers,
gunners, and {eamen. - He likewife took fome Cal~
mucks into his pay, whofe light-horfe are very ufe-
ful againft the Crim Tartars.

Tue moft agreeable of the Czar’s fucceffes was
that of his little fleet, which he faw with pleafure
completed, and well commanded. It beat the Tur-
kifh faicks, fent from Conftantinople, and took fome
of them. The fiege was carried on regularly, but
not altogether in our method; the trenches being
three times deeper than ours, with parapets as high
as ramparts. At length the garrifon furrendered
the twenty eighth of July, N. S - without being
allowed the honour of war, and were obliged to de-
liver up the renegado Jacob to the befiegers.

Tue Czar immediately began to fortify Afoph,
built firong forts to protet it, and made a harbour
capable of holding large veflels, with a defign to
make himfelf mafter of the Streights of Caffa, or
the Cimmerian Bofphorus,which opens the entrance
into the Euxine or Black Sea ; places famous in an-
cient times, by the naval armaments of Mithridas
tes. He left thirty two armed faicks before As
foph +, and made all the neceffary preparations for
firting out a flecet againft the Turks, to confift of
nine fixty gun thips, and of forty one, from thirty
to fifty. ~He obliged his principal nobles, and the
richer merchants, to contribute rowards this arma-
ment 3 and thinking that the clergy ought to help

} 1636, 1 Le Forts memoirs.
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towards the common caufe, he obliged the patri-
arch, the bifhops, and the principal clergy, to pay
down a fum of ready money to forward this expedi=
tion, in honour of their country, and the advantage
of Chriftendom. The Coflacks were employed in
building a number of thofe light boats in ufe a=
mongit them, and which were excellent for the
purpofe of cruizing on the coaft of Crim lartary.
The Ottoman empire was alarmed at this powerful
armament ; the firt that had ever been attempted
on the M=zotis. The Czar’s defign was to drive
the Turks and the Tartars for ever out of the Tau-
rica Cherfonefus, and afterwards to eitablith a free
and ealy commerce with Perfia through Georgia.
This is the very trade which the Greeks formerly
carried on to Colchos, and to this peninfula of Crim
Tartary, which Peter now feemed likely to fubdue.
Having fubdued the Turks and the Tartars, he
was willing to accuftom his people to fplendid {hews,
as well as to military toil. He made his army to
enter into Mofcow, under trinmphal arches, in the
midft of fuperb fire-works, and every thing that
could add to the luftre of the feflival. The foldi=
ers who had fought on board the Venetian faicks a«
gainft the Turks, and who were a diftiné corps of
themfelves, marched firt. Marfhal Scheremetow,
the generals Gordon and Schein, admiral Le Fort,
and the other general officers, all took the prece=
dence of the monarch in this proceflion, who de-
clared he had no rank in the army, being defirous
to convince the nobility, by his example, that me=-
rit was the only way to acquire military preferment.
THuis
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Tris triumphal entry feemed fomewhat like to
thofe of the apcient Romans, in which the conquers
ors ufed to expofe the prifoners they had taken, to
public view, and fometimes put them to death:
In like manner, the flaves, taken in this expeditis
on, followed the army; and the deferter Jacob,
who had betrayed them, was drawn in an open
cart, in which was a gibbet, to which his body
was faftened after he had been broke upon the
wheel.

On this occafion was ftruck the firft medal in
Ruflia, with this remarkable legend, in the lan
guage of the country, * PETER the FirsT, au-
guft emperor eof Mofcovy.”  Un the reverfe was
the city of Afoph, with thefe words: *¢ Victorious
by fire and water.”

PETER was very fenfibly affe@ed in the midk
of all thefe fucceffes, that his fhips and galleys in
the fea of Afoph, had been built entirely by fo
reigners 3 and wifthed as earneftly to have a har-
bour in the Baltic, as upon the Euxine Sea.

ACCORDINGLY, in the month of March 1677,
he fenc threefcore young Ruflians of Le Fort's re-
giment into Italy, moft of them to Venice, and
the reft to Leghorn, to learn the naval art, and the
manner of conftructing galleys. He likewife fent
forty others into Holland f, to learn the method
of building and working large thips; and others
likewifc into Germany, to ferve in the land forces,
and be inftruted in the military difcipline of that

$ General Le Fort’s MSS.
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nation. At length he tock a refolution to abfent
himfell for a few years from his own dominions, in
order to learn how to govern them the better. He
had a firong defire to improve himfelf by his own
ob ervation and practice in the knowledge of naval
affairs, and of the feveral arts which he was fo de-
firous to eftablith in his own country. He propof=
ed to travel incognits through Denmark, Branden-
burg, Holland, Vienna, Venice and Rome, France
and Spain were the only countries he did not take
into his plan; Spain, becaufe the arts he was in
quelt of were too much neglefted there; and
France, becaufle in that kingdom they reigned with
too much offentation, and that the parade and flate
of Lewis XIV. which had difgufled fo many crown-
ed heads, ill agreed with the private manner in
which he propofed to travel Moreover, he was in
alliznce with moft of the powers, whofe dominions
> intended to wilir, except thole of France and
ome. He likewife remembered, with refentment,
the little refpect hewn by Lewis XIV. to his em-
bafly in 1689, which had proved more famous than
fuccefsful: and laftly, he already efpoufed the
€aufe of Auguftus, elefor of Saxony, with whom
the prince of Conti had lately entered into a com-
petition for the crown of Poland.
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CH AP IX

Travels of Peter the Greal.

AVING thus defigned tovifit thefeveral king-

doms znd courts above-mentioned in a pri-

vate charafter, he put himfelf into the retinue of

three ambaffadors *, in the fame manner as he had

before mingled in the train of his generals at his
triumphant entry into Mofcow.

I'ue three ambafladors were +, general Le Fort,
the boyar Alexis Gollowin, commiffary general of
war, and governor of Siberia, the fame who fign
ed the perpetual treaty of peace with the plenipoten-
tiaries of China, upon the frontiers of that kingdom;
and Wonitzin, diak, or fecretary of {tate, who had
been long employed in foreign courts. "The chicf
retinue of this embafly were four chief fecretaries,
twelve gentlemen, two pages for each ambaflador, 2
company of fifty guards, with their office s, all of
the regiment of Preobrazinfki, in all two hundred
perfons 3 and the Czar, referving to himfeli only
one valet-de-chambre, a fervant in livery, and 2
dwarf, mixad with the crowd. It was an unknown
thing in any hiftory, that a king of five and twenty

* 1697, 4 Memoirs of Fetersburg, and memoirs of Le Fort
years
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years of age fhould abandon his kingdom, for to
learn the art of government. His vi€lory over the
Turks and Tartars, the lufire of his triumphant en-
try into Mofcow, the number of foreign troops at-
tached to his fervice, the death of John his brother,
and the confinemeént of the princels Sophia in a
cloifter, and above all, the general refpet thewn to
his perfon, feemed to affure him the tranquillity of
his ftates during his abfence. = He entrulted the re-
gency with the boyar Strechnef, and the knez or
prince Romadonowiki, who were to deliberate with
the reft of the boyars in affairs of importance.

TrE troops formed by general Gordon remain-
ed at Mofcow, to maintain every thing quiet in
that capital.  Thofe Strelitzes, who were thought
likely' to create a difturbance, were diftributed on
the frontiers of Crim: T'artary, to preferve the con-
queft of Afoph, and to fupprels the incurfions of the
Tartars. Having thus provided againft every inci-
dent, he gave a free {cope to his paflion of travel-
ling and improving himicIf.

‘THis journey having been the occalion or pre-
tence of the bloody war, which fo long traverfed,
but in the end feconded, all the defigns of the Czar ;
which dethroned Augulius king of Poland, and be-
flowed a crown on king Staniflaus, and then took
it from him; which made Charles XII. king ol Swe-
den the firlt of conquerors for _nine vears, and the
moft unfortunate ot kings for nine more; it is ne-
ceflary to enter into a detail of thefe events, and
to reprefent in what [tuation Lurope was at that
time.

SULTAN
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Sprran Mauftapha IL was feated on the Ots

toman throne; the weaknefs of whofe adminifiras
tion would not permit him to make -any great ef-
forts, either againft Leopold, emperor of Germany,
whofe arms were fuccefsful in Hungary ; or againft
the Czar, who had lately taken Afoph from him,
and threatened to make him{elf mafter of the Euxine
fea; nor even again{t the Venetians, who had pol-
fefled themfelves of all the Peloponnefus

Jomn Sobielki, king of Poland, immortalized
by the vi€tory of Chockfim, and the deliverance of
Vienna, died the feventeenth of June 16¢6, and
the poffeflion of that crown was afterwards difpute
ed by Auguftus elector of Saxony, who obtained it
and Armand prince of Conti, who had only the ho-
nour of being elefted.

SweDEN had lately loft, but did not lament,
Charles XI. her fovereign *, who was the firlt king
who had ever been really abfolute in that country,
and who was the father of a prince fill more
fo, though it was abolithed after his death. He
left the crown to his fon Charles XII, then only
fifteen years of age. This was in all appearance a
conjunéiure the moft favourable for the Czai’s grand
defign of enlarging his dominions on the gulph of
Finland, and on the fide of Livonia, But he did
not think it enough to harrafs the Turks on the
Black Sea ; the fettlements on the Palus Mizotis,
and the boerders of the Cafpian (ea, were not [uf-
ficient to anfwer his prcjects of navigation, com-

% Apiil, 1697,
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merce and power. Befides, glorv, being the dar-
ling obje@ of this reformer, was to be found nei-

ther in Perfia nor in T . but in our parts of Eu-
i

rope, where great abilities and noble atchievements
are rendered immortal.  In fine, Perer did notaim
at introducing either the Perfian or Turkith man-
ners among his (ubjeéls, but thofe of England, Ger=
many, and riolland.

GErMANY then at war both with the Turks and
with the French, and united with Spain, England,
and Holland,againit the fingle power of Lewis XIV.
was on the point of concluding a peace; and the
plenipotentiaries were already met at the cafile of
Ryfwick, in the neighbourhood of the Hague,

AFrFairs were in this firvation when Peter and
his ambafladors began their journey in the month
of April 1697, by the road of great Novogorod :
fiom thence they journeyed through Efthonia and
Livonia, provinces formerly difputed by the Ruili-
ans, Swedes, and Poles, and which the Swedes at
lait conquered.

Lue fertility of Livonia, and the fituation of
Riga, its capital, were fufficient temptations to the
Czar, to poflefs himfelf of that country. He was
defirous to fee the fortifications of the citadel  But
count D’Alberg, governor of Riga, taking umbrage
at this requelt, refuled ro fatisfy his curicfity, and
treated the embafly with contempt.  This behavi-
our only heightened the inclination the Czar had,
to make himfelf malter of thofe provinces.

Frowm Livonia they proceeded to Brandenburg
Proffia, part of which had been inhabited by the

oL, I. G ancient
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ndalss Polith Prufia had been ine
C i uropean Salmatia.  DBrandenburg Prufs
fia 'was a poor country, and ill peopled 5 yet
its eleftor, who afterwards took the name of

own, and which he could

it iqued himfelf upon receiving
th hie city of Konigiberg, with
1o} ¢, The moft fumptuous pre

fents were made on both fides. The contralt
between the French dréfs, which the court of Bers
lin affefled, and the long Afiatic robes of the
Ruflians, with their caps buttoned up with peatls
and diamonds, and their {cimitars hanging at their
fides, produced a fingula effeéls  The Czarwas
drefied after the- German fafhion. The prince of
Ceoriria, who accompanied himg was clad ina Pers

habit, which difplayed a different magnificence

was taken prifoner afterwardsat the
P

I
itEle or tvarva.

Perrr defpifed all this external pompj it

would have been happy for bim, that he had {hewn
contempt for the pleafures of the table,
which the Germans, at that time, placed their
delipht, It was at one of thele enteitain:

alike deftrodlive to health and morality, that he
drew his fword wpon his favouite Le Fortj but
exprefied as much forrow. for this fudden fally of
fion, 2s Alexander did for the murder of Cly

ments 4, then too much in vegue, and which aie

4 Le Fore's MS. memoirs,




tus, He afked pard 2 Fort, faying, that hs
wanted to ¢ts,  but cenld not
yet reform himfelf General . Le Fort, in his

manufcript, praifes the Czar more for his pood-
nefs of heart, than he blames him for his excels
of paffim.

Tae ambafladors then travelled through Pomea
rania and Berlin; and from thence, one part too}

its way throuoh 3;’;_1!5{-1)-!-;1, and the other by

Hamburg, a city confiderable for its extenfive
commerce, but not fo rich and populous as it has
become fince. From thence they dir::l:\i th
route towards Minden, paffled through Wef tphalia,
and at length, by the way of Cleves, arrived at A m=
flerdam
'me Czar arrived at this city fifteen days be

fore the ambafladors: At his Bift coming, he
lodged in a houfe belonging ro the Laft India come
pany ; burt foon afterwards, chofe a finall apartment
in the dock-yard, belonging to (he admiralty,
He clothed hinfelf in the babit of 2 Duteh fkip-
pery and in that drefs went to the village of Saar-
dam, a pl ce where at that time, a great many more
fhips were built than at prefent. L his village is as
great, as populous, as rich, and much neater, than
many opulent cities,  Lhe Cazar greatly admired
the mul titude of men who were counftan [»\ cme=
ployed there, the order and exatlnefs of HH' la-
bours, the prod:.gious celerity with which they
built and fitted out thi ips, and the incredible quans
Iii) ol m

gazines and machines for the greater eafe
and feeurity of labour.  The Czur began with pur-

G 2 ch.;ﬁng
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chafing a boat, to which he made a maft himfelf;
after that, he worked upon all the different parts
in the confliuion of a veilel, being clothed and
fed in the fame manner as the meanell workmen,
working in the forges, the rope yards, and in fes
veral mills, which abound in prodigious numbers
in that village, for fawing timber, extraéling oil,
making paper, and wire-drawing. He cauied him-
feli to be inrclled in the lift of carpenters, by the
name of Peter Michaelhoff, and was commonly
called Peter Bas, or Malter Peter: the workmen
were at firft afhamed at having a crowned head for
a fellow-labouser, but [oon became familianfed to
the fight.

W HILE he was thus handling the compafs and
the ax at Saardam, a confirmaticn was brought him
of the divifion in Poland, and of the double nomis
nation of the ele€or Auguftus, and the prince of
Conti. The carpenter of Saardam immediatedly
promifed king Auvguftus to affift him with thirty
thoufznd men, and from his work-loft iTued out or=
ders to his army that was aflembled in the Ukraine
aganit the Torks.

His troops were vilorious over the Tartars near
Afoph t, and a few months afterwards took from
them the city of Lir, or Orkapi, which we cail Pre
cop He flill continuved improving in different
arts: he went frequently from baardam to A mfter-
dam, to hear the lc@ures of the celebrated anatos
milt Ruyfch, and made bimfelf wafter of fevenal

 12th Avgalt, 1697,
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operations in furgery, which might render him/felf

ufeful both to himfelf and his officers He
went through a courfle of natural philofophy, in the
houfe of the Burgo-mafter Witzen, ¢:lebrated for

his patriotic virtue, and the noble ule he made of
his immenfe fortune, which he employed like a
common friend to mankind, fending men of abili-
ties, at a great expence, to all parts of the globe, in
fearch of whatever was curious and valuable, and
ficting out veflels at his own expeace, to dilcover
new countries.

PeTer Bas had fulpended his labours for a fhort
time, to pay a private vifit at Utrecht, and at the
Hague, to William King of Lngland, and ftadchols
der of the united provinces. General Le Fort was
the only perfon admitted to the private conference
of the two monarchs. Peter aflited afterwards at
the public entry of his ambafladors, and at their
audience : they prefented in his name to the de-
puty of the ftates fix hundred of the moft beautiful
fables that could be procured ; and the Rates, over
and above the cuftomary prefents on thefe occalions,
of a gold chain and medal, gave them three mag-
nificent coaches.  They received the ek vifits of
all the plenipotentiaries who were at the congrels
of Rylwick, excepting thofe of France, to whom
they had not notified their arrival, not only becaufe
the Czar efpoufed the caule of Augullus againit
the prince of Conti, but alfo becaufe king William,

whofe friend(hip he was fond of cultivating, was

averfe to a prace with France,
A1 his. return to Amfterdam, he refumed his
G 3 former
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former labours, aud finifhed with his own handsa
fhip of Gixty guns, that he had begun himfelf, and
fent her to Archange), which was the only port he
had at that tifne on the ocean.

He not conly engaged in his fervice feveral
French refugees, Swifs and Germans 5 but he alfo
fent all {orts of artifts over to Mofcow, and he pre-
vigufly made a trial of their feveral abilities hima
felf.  'Lhere are few trades or arts which he did
not perfeily underltand : he ook a particulac
pleafure in correfting geographical maps, the ans
thoré of which had but a flight knowledge of his
dominicus, and frequently fixed the fituation of
towers, and the courfe of rivers, without a_proper
knowledge of them. There is flill preferved a
tap, on which he marked out, with his own
hand, his projeéted communication of the Cafpian
and Black feas, the exe¢cution of which 'he had
given in charge to Mr Brekel, a German engis

ticer. The junétion of thofe two feas was indeed

a lefs arducus enterprife than that of the ocean
and Mediterranean, which was execated in
France; but the very idea of joining the fea
of Afoph with the Cafpian, altonithed the ima-
gination at that time; but new eftablifhments
in’that country became the object of his attens
tion, in proportion as his fucceffes begat new
hopes.

Hi1s troops, commanded by general Shein, and
prince Dolgorowlki, had lately gained a wictory o
ver the lartars near Afoph, and likewife over a bo-
dy of Janizaries. fent by (ultan. Muliapha to. their

- aflittance.
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dominions, to turn workman at Amfierdam, 1 hey

now faw that the weighty
did not fuffer by the labours of the philofopher,

the traveller, and the artift.

HE continved at Amfterdam, er

ufual occup pations of  fhip-building, engineering
geography, and the practice of natural lofop!

till the middle of January i 693, when he fet-cut
for England, but {iill as one of the retinue of his
ambafiadors.

King William fent his own yacht to meet ff;ir.:.,
and two fhips of war as- convoy. In Engla:

obferved the fame way of living as at Amfier
and ‘Saardam 3 he took an apartment near the king’s
dock-yard at Deptford, where he applied Lis time
wholly to gain farther inflruion. The Dutch
builders had only taught him the pra&ical part of
fhip-building. In kngland; he found the art bet-

ter explained; for there they work accordin
thematical proportion, - He foon m:

ter of the theory, and. was able
to others.  He began to build a {hip a
the Englilh method-of conftruélion, and it proved

an excellent failor.  The art of waich-making,
which was brought to pedfeélion in London, next

drew his atter

: oSy ke
en, and de mga

zal
malter of the whole theory ;upon which the prin-

ciples of watch-making is founded : captain Perry,
y

{ July, 1698,
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the engineer who followed him from Londen to
Ruffia, 2ffirms, that from the cafting of cannon, to
the fpinning of ropes, there was not one branch
of trade belonging to a fhip that he did not minute.
ly underftand, and even put his hand to, as often
as he came into the places where thofe trades were
carried on.

In order to cultivate his friendthip, king Wils
liam allowed him to engage feveral Englifh artifis
cers into his fervice, as he had done in Holland;
but befides artificers, he engaged likewile fome
mathematicians, whom he could not fo eafily pro-
cure in Holland. One Fergufon, a Scotchman, an
cxcellent geometrician, entered into his fervice,
and was the firft perfon who brought arithmetic
into ufe in the exchequer in Ruffia, where, before
that time, they made ufe only of the Tartarian me=
thod of reckoning, with balls ftrung upon a wire:
a method which fupplied the place of writing, but
was very peiplexing and imperfet, becaufe, after
the calculation, there was no method of proving it,
in order to difcover- if there was any miltake.
The Indian cyphers, which are now in ufe, were
not introduced amongft us till the ninth century,
by the Arabians; and they were not received in-
to the Ruflian empire, till many centuries after
wards. Lhis has been the fate of the arts, to
make their progrefs flowly round the globe. He
took with him two young ftudents from a mathe-

matical fchool, and this was the beginning of the
marine academy, founded afterwards by Peter the
Great. He obferved and calculated eclipfes with
Fergufon.
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Fergufon. Perry the engincer, though greatly
diffatisfied, not being fufficiently rewarded, ac-
knowledges, that Peter made himfelf a.proficient
in. altronomy; that he perfectly. weil underitood
the motions of the heavenly bodies, and alfo the
laws of gravitarion, by which they are direCted.
This force; now fo evidently demonttrated, and
before the time of the great Newton fo little
known, by which all the planets gravitate towards
each other, and which retained them in  their
orbits, was already familiar to a fovereign of
Ruflia, while other nations amuled themfelves with
chimerical vortexes, and in the country of Galileo,
ignorant people were appointed to inflruét o-
thers a: ignorant, to: bclieve the ecarth to be im-
moveable:

Peery fet out in order to efe@ a junétion
of rivers, to build bridges, and conftru& fluices.
The Czar’s plan was to open 2 comwmunication by
canal: between. the ocean, the Cafpian, and the
Black Sea.

I'T cught not to be forgotten, that a company
of Engith merchant:, with the marquis of Care
marthen at their head, vave Peter biteen thoufand
pounds for the permiflion ot lelling tobacco in
Aullia.  The parriarch, by a miftaken feverity, had
forb:d this branch of trade;. for the Ruffian church
forbid fmoaking, as an unclean und finful action.
Peter, who knew better things, and who, among#t
bis other projects, meditated a reformation of the
chuich, made this a pretext for trading into his
dominions,

G ; BeErorEe
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Berore Peter left England, he was entertained
by king William with a fhew worthy {uch a guefts
this was a mock fea fight. Little was it then imas
gined, that the Czar would one day fight real bat
tles on this.element againft the Swedes, and obrain

vidtories in the Baltic.  King William made him .

a prefent of the veflel in which he- ufed togo over
to Holland, called the Ropyal Tranfport, a,beauti.
ful. yacht, and magnificently adorned. In this
yacht Peter. failed, to Holland the . latter .end of
10y 8y taking with him three ;captains. of fhips
of war, five and twenty captains of merchant fhips,
forty liewtenants, thirey pilots,. thirty {urgeons,
two bhundred and fifty gunners, and upwards of
three hundred artificers.  This. little colony of
ingenicus perfons in all branches, failed from
Hulland to Archangel,jon. board  the Roval Tran=
fport, and from thence were [int into -all the difs
ferent places. where their fervices were neceffary.
‘thole who had been engaged at, Amfterdam, went
by the way of Narva, which then belonged to the
Swedes.

WaiLe Peter was thus tranfplanting the ants
jand manufaétures of England and Hollaid into
his own country, the officers, whom: he bad fent
to Roine, and. other places in Italy, had likewile
engaged. feveral artifls in his fervice.  General
Ocheremetew, who was at the head of his embefly
to Italy, took the tourof Rome, naples, V enice,
aud Dalta, while the Czar journeyed o Vienn
with his other ambafludors. Fle wanted onlyto
view the military difcipline of the Germans, alter

having




provements, drew the Czar here.

3  dgn e
was his| natural ally againft the  Turl

3 : L | an
bad a private audience of l.eopold, an
monarchs conferred ftanding, to avoid the troubdle
01 CErx ilh&.l},’.

I'mere happened nothing remarkal

bis flay at Vienna, except the
ancient feaft of Landlord @ud- Landlady, which
had been difufed for aiconfiderable time, and
which  Leopold ' thoug!
he Czar’s acconnt. <, 1 his
Wintfchal, is

mans c
manner ;

I'me emperor is landlord and the emprefs land-
lady; the king of the Romans, thetarchdukes and
the archduchefles are gcncm”y their aflitants 1 they

entertain people of all nations as

come..dreflt after the moft ancient falhion of theirp
ies: . thofe who
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ftitution ; but on this occafion § Jofeph king of
the R mans, and the countefs of [raun, reprefents
ed the ancient | gyprians.  The archduke Charles,
and the conntefs of Walftein, were drefled like
the Flemings in the time of Charles the fifth
The aichduchefs Mary- klizabeth, and count Tra«
un. were in rthe habits of Tartars; the archduchels
Jotephina, and the count of Workflaw, were ha-
bited like Peifians; and the archduchefs Mari«
amne, and prince Maximilian of Hanover, in the
charuéter of North Holland peafants.  Peter ape
peared in the drefs of a Friefland boor, and all who
fpoke to him addrefled him in that character, at the
fame time ralking to him of the great Czar of Muf-
covy. ‘Thefe are very trifling particulars: but
whatever revives the remembrance of ancient
manners and cultoms, is in fome meafure worthy
of being recorded.

Tug Czar was ready to fet out from Vienna,
in order to proceed to Venice, to compleat his
tour of inftruétion, when he received the news
of a rebellion, which had lately broke out in his
dominions.

# Le Fort’s MSS, and thofe of Peter(burg,
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O POXFC PO PO RO ORI O LK D
CHAP X

ACONSPIRACY PUNISHED,

The Strelitzes abolifbed. Changes in cuffoms, man-
ners, flate, and church.

ETER, when he fet out on his travels,

had provided againft every accident that

might happen, even that of a rebellion. But all

the toils and fatigues he had underwent to aggran-

dize his country, proved the caufe of this piefent
revolt,

SomEe boyars, who had a great regard for the
ancient cuftoms, and fome priefts, to whom the
1t new cultoms appeared little better than facrilege,
began thefe difturbances ; upon this the old friends
of the princefs Sophia took this opportunity to thew
) themfelves. One of her Gfters, who was fhut up
in the fame monaftery, contributed chiefly to ex-
cite thefe feaitions. It was reprefented by all
fides, that the nation was in the utmoft danger
from the introdu&ion of foreigners to improve it.
In fine, who would believe, that the + permiflion
which the Czar had given to import tobacco into
his empire, contrary to the inclination of the cler=
gy, was one of the ftrongeft motives to rebellion?

4 Le Fost's MS3,
Superftition,
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Superflition, the fcourge of every country, and yet
the delight of the multitud:, fpread itfelf from the
common people to the Strelitzes, who had been
fcattered on the frontiersiof ' Lithuania: they afe
fembled in a body, and marched towards Mofs
cow, with the intent to place the princels Sophia
on the throne, and for ever to prevent the return
of a Czar who had violated the eftablithed cuftoms
of his country, by prefuming to travel for inlirues
tion among foreigners. The forces commanded
by Schein and Gordon, who. were much better difs
ciplined than the Strelitzes, met with them fif
teen leagues from Mofcow, gave them baule,
and entirely defeated them; but this advantage
gained by a foreign general over the ancient mi-
litiay among whom were feveral of the burghers
of Mofeow, contributed {till more to inflame the
people.

To quell thefe tumults, the Czar fets out prie
vately from Vienna, paflés through Poland, has a
private interview with Auguflus, concerts meas
fures with that _prince for extending the Ruffian
dominions on the fide of the Baltic, and at length
atrived at Mofcow, where he furprifed them all
wiih his prefcnce +: he then confers rewards on
the troops who had routed the Strelitzes, of whom
the prifens were now full. . If their crimes
weie great, their punithment was as great.  Pheir
chieis, with {everal of gheir officers and priells,
weie condemned to death; fome were broke
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upon the wheel +, and two women were buried a-
live ;. upwards of two thoufand of the Strelitzes
were hanged, part of whom were hung round a-
bout the walls of the city, and others put to death
in different manners, and their dead bodies re-
mained expofed for two days in the high roads,
particularly about the mon ofl:‘fv where the prin-
ceflis Sophia and Eudocia refided §. Monuments
of ftone were ereéted, on which their crimes and
punifhments were engraven. A 'great number
of them who had wives ‘and children at Molfcow,
were difperfed with their families into Siberia, to
the kingdom of Aftracan, and the country of A=
foph. = Their punifhment was ufeful to the ftate,
as they helped to cultivate and people a large trak
of land, which wanted inhabitants and improve-
ment

Peruaps,; if the Czar bad not feen it ablolute-
ly neceflfary to make fuch dreadful ‘exampies; he
might have employed part of thele Strelitzes, whom
he put to death, upon the public works; whereas
they were now loit both to: bim and the {tate: the
lives of men ought to be held in great eftimation,
elpecially in a country where the encreafe of in-
habitants ought to have been the principal care of
the iovereign; but he thoughe it neceflary to ter=
rity and fubdue the fpiric ot the nation 'by execu=

tious and the parade attending them. . The entire

tain Perry the engineer, employed by Peter the
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corps of the Strelitzes, whofe number not one of
his predeceffors had even dared to think of redus
cing, was broke for ever, and their very name -
bolilied  This revolt was effected without any res
fiftance, becaufe matters had been properly prepas
red beforehand. The Turkith fultan, Ofman, as [
have already remarked, was depofed and firangled
in the fame century, only for giving the Janizaries
room to fulpect that he intended to reduce their

number.  Peter had better fuccefs, becaufe his

meafures were better concerted.

OrF this powerful and numerous body of the
Strelitzes, he left only fome weak regiments, from
whom there could no longer be any danger ; and yet
thefe, flill retaining their old fpirit of mutiny, res
volted again in Aftracan, in the year 170, but
were foon quelled.

BuT Peter’s humanity was equal to his feverity:
this he thewed {ome time afterwards, when he loft
his favourite Le Fort, who was fnatched away by
an untimely fate §, at the age ot forty fix He ho-
noured him with a funeral pon.p equal to the great-
elt fovereigns, and .fli.ted himfelf in the proceffion,
carrying a pike in his hand, and maiching ater
the caprams, in the rauk of a hieutenant, which he
held in the deceafed general’s regiment, hereby fet=
ting an example to his nobles, of the refpect due to
merit and the military rank.

AFTER the death of Le Fort, it appeared plain-
ly, that the changes in the ftate were not owing to

that
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that general, but to the Czar himfelf. Peter had
indeed been confirmed in his defign, by his feveral
converfations with Le Fort; but had planned and
executed them all without his aid or afhitance,

As foon as he had fupprefled the Strelitzes, he
formed regular regiments on the German model,
who were all clothed in a thort uniform, inftead
of thofe long and troublefome coats, which they
ufed to wear before ; and, at the fame time, they
were taught a regular exercife.

TuE regiment of Preobrazinfki guards were al-
ready formed ; it had taken its name from the firfk
company of fifty men, whom the Czar had trained
up in his younger days in his retreat at Preobra-
zinfki, at the time when his fifter Sophia governed
the ftate, and the other regiment of guards was alfo
eftablithed.

As he had paffed through the loweft degrees in
the army, he ordered that the fons of his boyars and
knezcs (hould {erve as common foldiers before they
were made officers. He fent fome of the young
nobility on board his fleet at Weronitz and Afoph,
where he obliged them to ferve their apprenticefhip
as common feamen. No perfon durit refufe to o-
bey the commands of a mafter, who had fet the
example himfelf. The Englith and Dutch be had
brought over with him were employed in equip=-
ping this fleet for fea, in conftru&ting fluices, and
building docks for careening the thips, and to re=
fume the great work of joining the Don and the
Volga, which had been given over by Brekel the
German. And now he began to reform the coun=

cil
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cil of ftate, therevenue, the church, and even for
ciety itfelf.

THE revenue had been hitherto tranfadted much
in the fame manner as in [urky. Each boyar paid
a {tipulated fum for his lands, which he raifed upon
his vafials 3 the Czar appointed certain burghers
and burgomafters, to :be his receivers, who were
too weak to claim the right of paying only fuch
fums as they thought proper, into the public tres.
fury, This new adminifiration of the revenue
coft him the moit trouble : ‘he was obliged totry
feveral fchemes before he could fix upon a proper
one. : :

TuE reformation of the church, which in all o
ther countries is locked upon as a dangerous and
difficult tafk, proved eafy to him,. ' The patriarchs
had at times oppofed the authority of the crown,as
well as the Strelitzes 3 Nicon ‘with infolence, Jor
achin, one of his fucceflois, with cunning and fub
tilty.

TuE bifhops had arrogated the power of lifeand
death, a prerogative direétly contrary to the fpirit
of religion, and the fubordination of government,
This afflumed power, though of long flanding, was
now taken from them.  The patriarch Adrian dys
ing at the clofe of this century, Peter declared
that there thould never, be any other.

Tuis dignity then  was entirely abolithed, and
the great revenues thereto was annexed to the pus
biic revenue, which dood in need of this addition
Atlirongh the Czar did not fet himfelf up at the
head of the- Ruflian church, as the kings of Gieat
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Britain have done in regard to the church of Eng-
Jand 3 yet he made himfelf abfolute mafter of the
clergy, becaufe the fynods did not dare eitherto
difobey the commands of a defpotic fovereign, or
to difpute with a prince who had more knowledge
than themfelves,

WE need only calt an eye on the preamble to
the edict, concerning the ecclefiaftical regulations,
lued in 1721, to be convinced that he was at
once mafler and legiflator : ¢ We {hould deem ours
felves; guilty of ingratitude to the Moft High; ify
after having reformed the military and civil orders,
we neglet«d: the fpiritual, “&c. - For this caufe;
following the example of the moft ancient ki Ingsy
who have licen famed for pietv, we have taken ups=
enus to make certain ‘wholefome regulations for
thecclergy?? Itiis true, he appointed a fynod: for
carrying ‘into' rexecution his laws + but the mem®
bers of this fynod, at entering upon their office, were
to take the oath, the form of which had been drawn
up and figned byvhimfelfi: : This iwas an oath of
fubmiffion and cbedience, and was couched inthe
follow:ngz terms: % I {wear to be ‘ar faithful -and o«
btdient fervant and fubject to-my natural:and true
fovercign, and to the auguit fucceffors whomi it
fhail pleafe him ‘to name, in virtuelof the incon=
teltable power of which he is pofiefled : 1 acknows=
ledge that he is the fupreme judge of this fpiitual
college sl fwear by God, who, fees all things; that
1 underitand ‘and mean this o..th in the full torce
and fenfe, which the words prL ent to thofe ‘who
read or hear it.,”  ‘This oath is ftill itronger than

that
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that of (upremacy in Englind.  The Ruflian mos
narch was not, indeed, onc of the fathers of the
{ynod, but he ditated their laws; be did not touch
the cenfer, but he directed the hands that bore it

He thought, and was fully perfuaded, thatina
ftate like his, which flood in need of population,
the celibacy of the monks was repugnant to nature,
and to the public good. It was the ancient cuftom
of the Rullian church, for fecular priefts to marry
at leaft once; they were even obliged to do fo: and
formerly, as foon as their wives dicd they cealed
to be priefts. But that a multitude of young people
of both fexes fthould make a vow of living ufelefs in
a cloifter, and without conneétion with one another,
at the expence of the publick, appeared to him to
be of dangerous confequence. He therefore or-
dered, that no one fhould be admitted to a monas
ftic life, till they were fifty years old, a timeof
life very rarely fubject to a temptation of this kind;
and he forbid any perfon to be admitted, of what
age foever, who was invefted with any public em.
ployment.

Tais regulation has been abolifhed fince his
death, becaufe the government has thought proper
to fhew more complaifance to the monafieries : but
the patriarchal dignity has never been re-cftablifhs
ed, and its revenues are now applied to the paj
ment of the troops,

TuEese changes at firft excited fome murmurs
ings. A prieft wrote to prove that Peter was an-
tichrift, becaufe he would have no patriarch; and

the art of printing was made ufe of to publith li~
bels
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bels apainft him : but on the other hand, there wag
another prieft who f(tarted up, to prove that Peter
could not be antichriit, becanle the number fix
hundred and fixty (ix was not found in his name,
and that he had not the fign of the Beaft. Allthofe
complaints however were foon filenced  Peter, in
fat, gave much more to the church than he took
from it; for by degrees, he made the clergy wifer,
and more regular. He founded thiee colieges at
Mofcow, where they teach the learned linguages,
and where thofe who are defigned for the miniftry
are obliged to ftudy.

One of the moft neceflary reformations was the
abolition, or at lealt the mitigation of the three
Lents, an ancient {uperftition of the Greek church,
and prejudicial to thofe who are employed in the
public works, and more elpecially to foldiers, as
was the ancient Jewifh {uperftition of not fighting
on the fabbath day. Accordingly the Czar abfolved
his workmen and f{oldiers from oblerving thefe
Lents, in which, though they were not permitted
to eat, it was cuftomary to get drunk  He alfo
dilpenfed with their obfervance of fait days: the
chaplains of the fleet and army were obliged to fet
the example, which they did without much reluc-
fanccs

IuE calendar was an object of importance,
The regulation of the year was formerly made by
the heads of the clergy, on account of their knows
ledge in aftronomy, as well as fettling the particu-
lar feftivals.

Tue year began on the firft of September among

the
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the RuMians. Peter ordered, that henceforth &
fhould commence the firft day of January, asin
the other nations of Europe. This change was ap.

pointed to take place in the year 1700, at the be- «

ginning of the century, which he ordered to be ce-
lebrated by a jubilee, and feveral grand folemni-
ties. It was a matter of furprize to the populace,
how the Czar fhould beable to change the courle
of the fun.  Some obflinate people, perfuaded
that Ged bad made the world in September, contis

nued their ancient flyle: but the alteration took °

place in all the public offices, inthe court of chan.
cery, and in a fhort tume throughout all the em-
pire. Peter did not adopt the Gregorian calendar,
which Englith mathematicians rej-&ed ; and which
muft, neverthelefs, be one day received in every
country,

EveRr lince the fifth century, the time when Jet *

ters were firft intioduced amongft them, they had
been accuftomed to write upon long  rolls, made
either of the bark of trees, or of parchment, and
afterwards of pzper; and the Czar was obliged to
publith an edi€l, ordering every one, for the future,
to write after the manner we do,

TeE reflormation now was eftablithed every
where.  1heir marriages were made formerly afs
ter the fane manner as in Turky and Perfia, where
the bridegroom does not fee his bride till the con=
ek is fignedy and they can no Jonger fiy from
their words. This cuftom may do very well a
monglt thofe people where polygamy pievails, and
where the wonmien are always {hut up ; but it isa

very

if
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very bad one in co here a man is tied to

one wife, and where divorces are feldom allowed.

Tae Czar wanted to accuftom his people to the
manners and cuftoms of the nations which he had
feen in his travels, and from whence be had taken
the mafters who were now inftruéing them.

I+ was proper, that the Ruflians fhould not be
clothed in a different manner from thofe who were
teaching them the arts ; becaule the hatred to {tra =
gers, which is but too natural to mankind, is not a
little- kept ‘up by a difference of drefs.  The full
drefs, which at that time partook of the falhions of
the Poles, the Tartars, and the ancient Hungarians,

y as. we have elfewhere obferved, very nobles

vas

but the drefs worn by the barghers and comamon

people refembled thofe jackets plaited round the
wailt, which .are flill given to the poor, in fome
of the French hofpitals. For the molt part, the
robe was generally the drefs of all nations,as being

a garment that required  the leaft trouble and art;

and for this reafon, the beard was fuffered to grow.
The Czar ity in introd bucir ng
our mode of drefs, and the cuftom of thaving a-

mong his courtiers 3 but the people were more
VT 1

difficuly, and he found himl

lf obliged to lay atax
on long coats and beards. . Patterns of ‘coats were

:ir robes, and
his was done

eafantry pres
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tors, to render mankind more fociable; but it i
nor fufficient to accomplifh this end, that they live
together in towns ; there muft be a mutual inters
courfe of civility, [his iniercourfe fwectens all
the bitternefs of life.  The Czar, thercfore, intros
duced thefe aflemblies. which the Italians call 7is
detti I'o thefe aflemblies he invited all the ladies
of the court, with their daughters, and they were
to appear drefied after the fafhions of the fouthem
pations of Kurope He was himfelf at the pains
of drawing up rules of decorum to be obferved at
thefe focial entertainments. Thus even to good
manners among his fubjects, was his own work
and which time accomplifhes.

To make bis people better pleafed with thefe ins.

novations, he abolilbed the word gelut, flave, ale
ways made ufe of by the Ruffians when they ade
dreffed their Czar, or,prefented any petition 0
him ; and ordered, that, for the future, they fhould
make ufe of the word raab, which fignifies fubjedl.
This alteration did not diminifh the obedience due
to the fovereign, and yet was the moft Iikely means
of conciliating their affe€tions. Every month was
produétive of fome new change or inflitution. He
carried his atrention even to the ordering polts to
be fet up in the road betwixt Molcow and Woros
nitz, to ferve as mile- flones at the diflance of eves
ry verit, thatis to fay, every leven hundred paces;
and had a kind of caravanferas, or public inns, built
at the end of every twentieth veril.

W g1LE he was thus extending his concerns for

the common people, the merchants, and the travel:
jCI',
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Ier, he refolved to make an addition to the brilliane
cy of his own court., For though he was an ene-
my to pomp or fhew in his own perfon, he thought
it neceflary in thofe about him. For this purpofe
he inflituted the order of St. Andrew #, in imita-
tion of the feveral orders with which all the courts
of Europe abound. Golowin, fucceflor to Le Fort
in the dignity of high admiral, was the firft knight
of this order. It was efteemed an high reward, to
have the honour of being admitted a member. It
was a kind of badge that entitled the perfon who
bore it tothe veneration of the publick, This mark
of honour cofts nothing to the fovereign, and flat-
ters the felf love of a fubject, without giving him
any additional power.

So many ufcful innovations were received with
applaufe by the wifeft part of the nation; and the
murmurings and complaints of thofe who had ad-
hered to the ancient cultoms, were filenced by
the acclamations ¢f men of found judgment.

WHILE Peter was thus making a new creation
in the interior part of his ftate, he concluded an ad-
vantageous truce with the Turks, which allowed
him the lLiberty to extend his territories on another
fide. Muflapha the Second, who had been defeat-
ed by prince Lugene, at the battle of Zenta in
1697, {tripped of the Morea by the Venetians, and
unable to defend Afoph, was obliged to make peace
with his vitorious enemies ; this peace was con-
cluded at Carlowitz, between Peterwaradin and Sa-

Veor. L. H lankamen,

t Sept. voth 1698, 1Itis to be obferved that I always follow the
new fiyle in my dates,




148 THE HISTORY

atkamen, places now famous by his defeats *, Tee
mafwaer was made the boundary of the German
and Ottoman dominions. Kaminick was reftored
to the Poles; the Morea, and fome towns in Dale
matia, which had been taken by the Venetians, res
wained in their hands for fome time; and Peter
the Firlt continved in pofl-fion of Afoph, and of
a few forts raifed in its neighbou:hood.

11 was impoflible for the Czar to extend his do-
minions on the fide of Turky, as the forces of that

empire would be united againft bim, which wete |

formerly divided. His naval projects were 100
large for the Palus Maeotis, and the fettlements on:
the Cafpian Sea would not admit of a flect of men

of war: he therefore turned his views towards the

Baltic Sea, but without relinquifhing the navigation
of the I'anais and Wolga.

KRG QD B EEREN

PN
M A P XKL
War WITH SWEDEN.
The Battle of Narva.
OW a grand feene was opened on the fron

tiers of Sweden t. One of the principal
caufes of all the revolutions which happened from

Ingria, as far as Diefder, and which laid fo many 2
countries |

* Jan. 26. 1699, {1790,
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countries wafle for 1teen yeéars, was

the abufe of the fupreme p n arles XI,

king of Sweden, father of Charles XII Chis fack
5 ’

cannot be too often repeated, as it concerns every
crowned head, and the futjecls of every nation. Al-
roft all Livonia, with the whole of Eftonia, had
been abandoned by Poland to Charles XI L;’z.:(; of
Sweden, who fucceeded Charles X. precifely ac the

1

i

time of the treaty of Uliva. It was ceded, as

i
cuftom, with a refervation of rights and privileg
Charles XI having little regard to them, John 'nc-
nold Patkul, a Livonian gentleman, came to Stock-
holm in 169z, at the head of fix deputies of the
province, and laid "their complaints at the foot of
the throne, in refpectful, but ftrong terms 4. In-
ftead of an anfwer, the fix deputies were imprifoned,
and Patkul was condemned to lofe both his honour
and his lite.  But he loft neither, for he made his
elcape to the counuy of Vaud in Switzerland,
where he remained fome time. When he after-
wanis was informed, that Auguftus, eleGor of Saxo-
ny, had promited at his acceflion to the throne of
Poland, to recover the provinces that had been
wrelted from that kingdom ; he went to Drefden,
to fhew that prince how ealily he might make him-
felt malter of Livonia, and révenge himlelf upon a

Hiz king,

+ Norberg, chaplain 'md confeffor to Charles XIEK faysin his his

the infulence to compl:

ftory, * That he ha

1 of opp cflions, and that
o 1

% he was ¢

:d to lofe his ho Fhis is fpeaking
i 1 have obferved, that no one can
his duty,
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king, only feventeen years of age, for the lofles
that Polard had fuftained by his ancellors.

AT the fame time Peter was enploying his
thoughts on feizing Ingria and Carelia. Thefe pro-
vinces had formerly belonged to the Ruflians, but
‘he Swedes had made themfelves malters of them by
force of arms, in the time of the falfe Demetrius’s,
and bad kept the poficflion of them by treaties: an-
other war and new treaties might reflore them as
gain to Rufia.  Patkul went from Drefden to Mof=
cow, and having firred up the two monarchs to a-
venge his caufe, he cemented a clofe union between
them, and baftened their preparations for invading
all the places fituated to the eaft and fouth of Fine
land.

AT this time alfo, the new king of Denmark,
Frederic IV entered into an allisnce with the Czar
and the king of Poland, againft Charles, the young
king of Sweden, who feemed not able to withftand
their united forces. Patkul had the fatisfaction of
befieging the Swedes in Biga, the capital of Livo-
nia, and commanding as a majoi-general.

Tue Czar marched near fixty thoufand men ine
. to Ingria. It is true, that, in this great army, he
had no more than twelve thoufand regular foldiers,
being thole he had d’il‘&'plin:d himfelf 3 namely, the
two regiments of guards, and fome few others, the
relt being a badly armed militia, with fome Cof-
facks, and Circaflian Tartars; but he carried with
him one hundred and forry-five picces of cinnon.

He laid fiege to Narva, a [mall town in Ingria, that
had
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had a very commodious harbour, and it was gene-
rally thought the place would be foon taken.

ALL Europe know *, how Charles XII. when
not quite eighteen years of age, withftood all his

enemies, and attacked them one after another. He
i entered Denmark, put an end to the war in that
kingdom in lefs than fix weeks, fent reinforcements
to Riga, obliged the enemy to raifc the fiege, and
marching again(t the Rufliane, encamped before Nar-
va, through the mid{t of ice and fnow, in the month
of November.

Tue Czar, who looked upon Narva as his own,
was gone to Novogorody and had taken with him
his favourite Menzikoff, then a lieutenant in the
company of bombardiers of the Preobraziniki regi=
g ment +, and afterwards raifed to the rank of field-
: marfhal, and prince ; a man whole amazing fore
tunes entitle him to be fpoken of more fully in an=
other place.

PerTer left the command of the army, with in-
ﬁru&mus for the fiege, with the prince of Croy ;
whoie family came from Flanders, and who had
Jately entered into the Czacs fervice 3. Prince
Dolgorouki was commiffary of the army. The jea-
loufy between thefe two chicfs, and the abfence of
the Czar, was one reafon of the unparalleled defeat
at Narva.

Cuaarres XII. having landed at Pernau in Li-
vonia with his troops, in the month of O&ober,

H 3 marched

* Sept. 1700, 1 Nov. 18,
3 See the hiltory of Charles XII,
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marched northward to Revel, where he defeated an
advanced body of Ruflians. He continued his march,
and meeting with another body, routed that like-
wife. The routed troops returned to the camp bee
fore Narva, which they filled with confternation.
The month of November was far advanced ;3 Nar-
va, though unfkilfully befieged, was on the point
of {urrendering.  The young king of Sweden had
not at that time above nine thoufand men with him,
and could bring only ten pieces of cannon to op-
pofe an hundred and forty-five, with which the
Reuflian entrenchments were defended. All the
relations of that time, and all hiftorians, without
exception, agree in making the Ruflian army then
before Narva amount to eighty thoufand men. The
memoirs with which I have been furnifhed fay fixty
thoufand 3 be that as it will, it is certain, that
Charles had not quite nine thoufand, and that this
battle was one of thofe, which evince, that the
greatelt viQtories have been frequently gained by
inferior numbers, ever fince the famed one of A-
rabella.

CuaRrRLESs was not afraid to attack this great ar-
my, with his fmall number of troops : and taking
advantage of a violent wind, and a great florm of
fnow, which blew diretly in the faces of the Ruls
ftans, he attacked their entrenchments under cover
of fome pieces of cannon §, which he had pofted
advantageoully for the purpofe. The Ruflians had
not time to form themfelves in the midft of that

cloud

§ Nov. 30, 1700,
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cloud of fnow, that beat full in their faces, and a-
flonithed by the difcharge of cannon, that they
could not fee; and did not know the weaknefs of
Charles’s army.

I'uE duke de Croy attempted to give his orders,
but prince Dolgorouki would not obey them. Lhe
uflian officers rofe upon the German officers : and
murdered the duke’s fecretary, colonel Lyon, and
{everal others.  Every oneabandoned his polt 5 and
tumult, confufion, and a panic terror, fpread through
the whole army., The Swedifh troops had nothing
more to do, but to cut in pieces thofe who were
flying. Some threw themfelves into the river
Narva, where great numbers were drowned ; others
threw down their arms, and begged for quarters
from the conquering Swedes,

'Tue duke de Croy, general Allard, and the reft
of the general officers, dreaded the Ruflians more
than the Swedes, and went in 2 body and {urrender«
ed themfelves prifoners to count Steinbok.  The
king of Sweden now beccame mafter of all the ar-
tillery.. Thirty thoufand of the vanquifhed enemy
laid down their arms at his feet; and filed of bare-
headed and difarmed before him. Prince Dolgo-
rouki, and all the Rufliin generals, came and furs
rendered themfelves, as well as the Germans,. but
did not know till fome time after they had fur-
rendered, that they had been conquered by eight
thoufand men, Amongit the prifoners was the
fon of a king of Georgia, whom Charles fent to
Stockholm ; his name was Mittellky Czarovitz, or
Czar’s fon, a further preof,. that the title of Czar,

H 4 or
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or Tzar, had not its original from the Roman Cz.
fars.

Cuaarres XIL loft no more than one thoufand
two hundred men in this battle.  The Czar’s jour-
nal, which has been fent me from Peterfburg, fays,
that including thofe who died at the fiege of Narva,
and in the battle, and thofe who were drowned in
their flight, the Ruflisns loft no more than fix thous
fand men.  Want of difcipline, and a panic that
feized the army, was the fole caufe of the lofs of
this battle. The captives were four times greater
in number than the conquerors ; and if we may bes
lieve Norberg +, count Piper, who was afterwards
taken prifoner by the Ruffians, reproached them,
that the number of their people made prifoners in
the bartle exceeded by eight times the number of
the whole Swedith army. If this is truth, the
Swedes muft have made upwards of feventy two
thoufand prifoners, This thews how feldom writers
come at the truth of particular circumftances. One
thing, however, equally inconteftible and extraordi-
nary is, that the king of Sweden fhould tell one
half of the Ruflian foldiers to go back, after having
difarmed them, and the other half to repafs the ri
ver, with their arms; by this unaccountable con-
dut, reftoring to the Czar troops, that, being after-
wards well difciplined, became invincible towards
their enemies .

+ Vol. T p. 430 of the 4to edition printed at the Hague,

} The chaplain Norberg pretends, that, immediately after the bat=
tle of Narva, the Grand Sigitor wrote a letter of congratulation to the
King of Sweden,” in thefe terms,  *¢ The fultan Baffs, by the grace

CHARLES
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CaaRrLES reaped all the advantages that could
be had from a compleat vi€ory. Immenfe maga-
zines, tranfports loaden with provifions, the enemies
poits evacvated or taken, and the whole country in
poflellion ‘of the Swedes, were confcquences of the
fortune of this day. Narva was now relieved, the
thattered remains of the Ruflizn army durft not thew
themfelves; the whole country as far as Plelkow
lay open ; the Czar feemed to have loit all refource
for carrying on the war; and the king of Sweden,
viftorious in lefs than twelve months over the mo-
narchs ot Denmark, Poland, and Ruflia, was look-
ed upon as the firlt prince in Europe, at an agec when
other princes hardly think of military glory. DBut
Peter’s unthaken- conftancy prevented him from be-
ing difcouraged in any ot his projects.

A Russian bithop compoied a prayer to St; Ni=
cholas §; on this occalien, which was publicly read
in all the churches throughout Kuflia  T'his com-
pofition fhews the {pirit of the times, and the inex-
preflible ignorance from which Peter delivered his

couniry.. Amongit other things, it {ays, that the
furious and terrible Swedes were forcerers; and con-
plains that St. Nicholas had entirely abandoned his
Ruflians.  I'he prelates o that conntry would biuth
to wiite fuch ftuff at prefent; and, withoutany ol
fence to the holy St. Nicholas, the people loon pec-

“ of God, to Charles XI1I, &¢,"”” The letter was dated from the aera
of the creation of the world,

+ This prayer is printed 1 molt of the journals and hiitorical picce
of thefe times, It is inferted in the hiitory of Charles XII, king of
Sweden,

HEe ceived
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ceived that [eter was the molt proper perfon tobe | |
addrefied. i

5:::—— k&_%' f__“___mﬁ
C:H AP K

Refources after the batile of Narva. That difafler
entirely repaired. Peter gains a viclory near the
Jame place. He executes great defigns in Ruffia,
The perfon, who was afterwards emprefs, made
prifoner at the facking of a city. Peter's fue
cefles.  His triumph at Mofcow 1.

‘The years 1701 and 17¢2. ' “:‘
e

* s

(4]

H E Czar having quitted his army before

Narva, towards the end of November 1700,
in order to go and concert with the king of Poland,
was informed on the road, of the victory gained
by the Swedes. His conftancy in all emergencies
was equal to the intrepidity and valour of Charles.
He deferred his conference with ~Augullus, and
baftened to apply a fpeedy remedy to the diforders tr
ed flate of his affairs. The difperfed troops ren- i
dezvoufed atgreat Novogorod, and went from thence \ b

the
| the
¥
e

to Plefkow, on the Like Peipus,

% This chapter, and the following, are taken entirely from Lhcjour
nal of Peter the Great, fent me from Perersburg,

Ir
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IT was a ‘great deal for him to be abls to ftand
upon the defenfive, after fo fign: 1l a defeaty & L
¢ know very well, faid he, thar the Swedes will a

¢ long time be fuperior, but at lalt they will teach
¢ ys to conquer them.”

PeTer having provided for the prefent neceflityf,
and ordered men to be raifed on every fide, he goes
to Mofcow to haften the cafting of new cannon, his

own having been all taken before Narva. Tkere
being a {carcity of metal, he tookall the bells of the
chmchea and of the religious houfes in Mofcow.
This altion thewed bim free of fuperfiition, and at
the fame time it was no fign of impiety. With
thofe bells he made one hundred large canno 1. ong
hundred and forty-three field pieces, from three to
fix pounders, befides mortars and haubitzers, which
were forwarded to Plefkow. In other countiics,
the fovereign commands, and his fubjes exccuse
his orders; but here the Czar was obliged to fee
every thing done himfelf. Vhile he was making

thefe preparations, he c"vtcrc\l into a negotiation with
the king of Denmark; who engaged to |

with three regiments of foot, and three of horle
an engagement which that monarch. could not fulil.

No {coner was this treaty figned, than he burried
to the theatre of war. He had an interview with
king A uguftus at Birzen, on the frontiers of Cour-
Jand and Lithuania®, His obje&. was,: to con-

firm that prinde in his refelution of maintaining the

war againit Charles XIL and at the fame time to

} 1703, * Feb.o ays

6 prevail
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prevail on the Polifh Diet to enter into the quartel,
It is we!l known, that a king of Poland is no more
than the head perfon in the republic.  Peter had
the advantage of being always obeyed : but the kings
of Poland and England, and at prefent the king of
Sweden, are all obliged to treat with their fubjects.
Patkul and a few Poles in the interefl of their king
aflifted at thefe conferences  Peter promifed to afs
6t them with {ubfidies, and an army of twenty-five
thoufand men  Livonia was to be reftored to Pos
land, in cafe the diet would a& in conjunéion with
their king, and affit in recovering this provinces
the diet hearkened more to their fears, than to the
Czar’s propofals. The Poles were apprehenfive of
having their liberties reftrained by the Saxons. and
Ruflians, 2nd were ftill more afraid of Charles Xl
It was therefore agreed by the majority, not to ens
gage in the quarrel.

TuE partifans of Auguftus grew enraged againft
the contrary fallion, and a civil war was kindled
up in the kingdom ; becaufe their monarch had an
intention to recover a confiderable province.

PeTER then had only a weak ally in king Au-
gulius €, and the Saxon troops coud be of finall fer=
vice; and the terror which Charles XiL infpired
on every fide, obliged Peter to the neceflity of de-
pending entirely upon his own (irengibs

A¥TER an expeditious journey from Mofcow
1o Courland ¥, to confer with Auvgulilus; he poft-
ed back from Courland to Mofcow, to forward the

9§ Feb, 1701, * March 1,
accomplifhment
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accompliliment of his promifes. = Accordingly he
difpatched prince Repnin, with four thouiand men,
to Riga, on the banks of the Duna, where the Sax-
on tro P'i were ﬂ“(fEﬂCJCIi.

Fug rapid progrefs of Charles increaled the ge-
neral terror 15 for pafling the Duna, in fpite o all
the Saxons, who were advantageoufl: pofted on the
oppofite fide; he gained a compleat victory over
them 3 and then, without waiting a moment, he
made himielf mafter of Courland, advanced into
Lithuania, and by his prefence encouraged the Polith
faltion that oppofed Auguftus.

NorwiTHsTANDInG all this, Peter (till pur-
fued his defigns.  General Patkul, who had en=
gaged in his fervice, procured him fome German
officers, diiciplined his troops, fupplied the place of
general le Fort; and finiihed what the other be-
gan. [he Czar ordered relays of horfes to be pro=
vided for all the officers, and even for the German,
Livonian, and Poiith foldiers, who came to feive
in his armies. He took particular care of their
arms, cloathing and fubi ce

ON the confines of Lavonia and Eifonia, and to
the caltward ot the province of Novogorod, lies the
great lake Peipus; which receives from the touth
fide ot Livonia the water or the viver Velika, and
gives rife in its northern part to the river Naiova,
that wathes the walls of the town ~arva, near wiich
the Swedes got their famous victory.  Lhis lake s
upwards of thirty leagues in length, and from twelve

to
$ July.
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to fifteen in breadth. It was neceflary to keeps |
fleet there, to prevent the Swedifh fhips from infult.
ing the province of Novogored 5 to be ready to make i
a defcent upon their coalts, and above all, to bea
nurfery for feamen. Peter employed the greatett
part of the year 1701 in building en this lake an !
hundred half gallies, to carry about Gifty men eachy
and cther veflels were fitted out on the lake Lado-
ga. He direCted the building of thefe veflcls him»
felf and fet his new failors to work : thofe who had
been employed in 1647, at the Palus Mzotis, were
then flationed near the Baltic. He frequently left
thofe affairs to go to Mofcow, and the other pro-
vinces ; in order to eftablifh the obfervance of the
late cufloms he had begun, or to introduce new
ones.

ALL princes who have employed the times of
peace in founding and eflabiithing public works,
have perpetuated their memories: but that Peter,
jult after his defeat at Narva, fhould apply to the
juntion of the Baltic, Cafpian and the Luropean |
feas by canals, has crowned him with more real glos
1y, than the moli fignal victory. It wasinthe year
170, that he began- to dig that deep canal, inrend-
ing to join the l'anaisand the Wolga, Other com-
munications were likewife to be made, by means of
lakes between the lanais and the Dunaj whole
waters empty themfelves into the Baltic, in the

~neighbourhood of Riga. Lut this latter preje@
feemed to be ftill at a great diftance, for Peier was
far trom having Riga in his poficffion,

WaiLe Charles was. ravaging all Poland, Pe-
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ter brought from that kingdom, and from Saxony,
a number of fhepherds with their flocks, in order
to have wool fir for making good cloth; he like-
wife ereCted Jinen and paper manuf.Ctories: gave
orders for colle€ting a number of mechanics 3 (uch
as {miths, braziers, armourers and founders; and
the Siberian mines were dug for ore. ‘Thus was
he continually contriving means for the embellifh-
ment and defence of his dominions.

CuARLES pufthed on his victories, and left a
fufficient body of troops, as he imagined, on the
frontiers of the Czar’s dominions, to fecure all the
poficflions of Sweden. He had concerted a plan
to dethrone Augufltus, and afterwards to purfue rhe
Czar with his vi€orious arms to the gates of Mof~
cCow.

FHERE happened feveral flight fkirmifhes dur-
ing this year, between the Ruflians and Swedes, in
which the latter did not always prove fuperior ;
and even in thole where they had the better, the
Roflians :mproved in the art of war. In fhort, in
little more than.twelve months after the battle of
Narva, Peter’s troups were fo well difciplined, that
they defeated one of the belt generals belongiag to
Charles XII.

PETeErR was then at Plelkow, from whence he
detached numercus troops on all fides, to attack the
Swedes ; the Ruflians were victorious, notwithfland=
ing Lemny only commanded by a Rulhan generaly a
na of the country, and not a loreigner.  His
ge al ~cheremetow, by a {kiltul mancsuvre, lur=-
puiied feveral troops of the pwedith general Slip.
pembac,
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pembac *, on the frontiers of Livonia ; and at laft
obtained a victory over that officer himfelf. And
now, for the firft time, the Ruflians took from the
Swedes four of their colours; which was thought
a great number,

THE lakes of Peipus and Ladago were for fome
time afterwards the theatres of naval engagements
between the Ruflians and Swede- ; in which the
latter had the fame advantages as by land; owing to
their good difcipline: yet the Ruflians had fome
few fucceffes with their half gallies, in a general
attion at the lake Peipus, in which field marfhal
Scheremetow took a Swedilh frigate +.

It was by means of this lake the Czar kept Li=
vonia and ! ftonia in continual alarms ; his gallies
often difimbaiked feveral regiments in thofe pros
vinces; who resimbarked whenever they iailed of
fuccels 5 but when they had any advantage, they
always improved it : the Swedes were defeated twice
in the neighbourhood of Derpt ¥, while they were
victorious every where elie.

In all thefe engagements the Ruflians were ale
ways fuperior in number: which made Charles XIL
who was fo fuccefstul in every other place, ‘give
himfelf lit:le concern about the fmali fucecfs of the
Czii, not confiderng that the numerous forces of
his rival were every vay growing more formidable,
as they impioved in their difcipline, fo as one day
to become a match jor himfels

WRILE both nations were thus engaged by fea

162
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and land in Livonia, Ingria, and Eftonia, the Czar

receives advice, that a Swedith fleet had fer fail to

deltroy Archangel; wupon which he immediarely

fled thither, and all were aftonithed to hear of his

being on the coafts of the Frozen fea, when he was

thought to be ar Mofcow. He put the town into -
a pofture of defence, prevented the landing of the

Swedes, drew the plan of a citadel, called the New

Dwina, laid the firft ftone, returned to Mofcow,

and from thence to the fear of war.

CrarLEs advanced into Poland ; but the Raf-
fians, on their ide, made a progrefs in Ingria and
Livonia. Marfhal Scheremetow marched to meet
the Swedith army commanded by Slippembae,
fought a battle near the little river Embac, and de-
feated him, taking fixteen colours, and twenty pie-
ces of cannon. Norberg places this aétion on
the firlt of December 1701 bat the journal of Pe-
ter the Great fixes it on the nineteenth of July
1707.

Tue Ruffian general then marched onwards §,
laid the whole country undér contribution, and
takes the little town of Marienburgh, Gtuated on
the confines of Ingria and Livonia. - [here are fe-
veral towns of this name in the north of Eu';ope;
but this, though it no longer exifts, is more ecle~
brated in hillory than all the others, by the adven-
ture of the emprefs Catherine.

Taris little town, having furrendered at difere=
tion, the Swedes, who defended ir, either through

4 Augult 6th,
miftake
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miflake or defign, fet fire to the magazines. The
Ruflians, enraged at this, deftroyed the town, and
carried away all the inhabitants.  Among the pri-
foners was a young woman, a native of Livonia,
who had been cducated by Mr. Gluck, a Lutheran
minifter of that place, and who afterwards became
the fovereign of thofe who had taken her captive,
and governed Ruflia by the name of the emprefs
Catherine.

FuerEe had been feveral inflances before this of
private women being raifed to the throne. Nothing
was more common in Ruflia, and in all Afiatic
kingdoms, than for kings to marry their own fub-
jeéts 5 butithat a poor firanger, who had been taken
prifoner in the ruins of aplundered city, fhould be-
gome  the abfolute fovereign of that very empire,
whither fhe was. led caprive, is an initance which
fortune and merit never produced but this time in
the annals of the world.

Tae Czar’s arms were fuccefiful in Ingria ; for
their half galleys.on the Jake Ladoga compelled the
Swe'ifh fleet to retire to Wiburg, a town fituate
at the other extremity of this great lake, from
whence they could fee the fiege of the fortrefs of
Notcburg, which was then carried on by general
Scheremetow. ‘Lhis was an affair ol much greater
importange, than ‘was imagined at that time, as it
might open a communication with the Baltic Sea,
the conflant, aim of Peter the Great. '

NoTEBURG was a flrong fortified town, bu:]t
on an ifland in the lake Ladoga, which it cnnrcly
commands, and by that means; whoever is malter

of
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of it, mult be mafters alfo of that part of the river
Neva, which empties itfelf intothe Baltic not far
from thence. ‘The Ruflians bombarded the town
night and day, from the eighteenth of September
to the twelfth of Oftober; and at length, having
made three breaches, gave a general affault. The

Swedifh garrifon was reduced to an hundred men,
only capable of defending the place ; and what is
very altonithing, they continued to defend it, and
obtained an honourable capitulation even in the
" breaches. Colonel Slippembac, who commanded
there, would not furrender the town, but on con=
i dition of being permitted to fend for two Swedith
i officers from the nearelt poit, to examine the
breaches, in order to be witnefles for him to the
king his mafter, that eighty three foldiers, who were
all then left of the garrifon capable of bearing arms,
befides one hundred and fiity fix fick and wound-
ed, did not furrender to a whole army, till it was
impoffible for them to fight longer, or to preferve
the town.  V'his circumftance alone (hews, what
¥ fort of an enemy the Czar had to contend: with,
and the neccility there was of all his induftry to
improve his troops in military difcipiice. ide di=
ftributed gold medals among the officers, and be=
flowed rewards on all the private men; except a
¥ few, whom he punithed for running away, during
the affault. I'beir fellow foldiers {pit in their faces,
and afterwards fhot them to death, thus adding ig-
nominy to punifhment,
; NOTEBURG was repaired, and its name chang=
y ed to that of Shluffzlburg, or the city of Key, be-
1 caufe
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caufe that place is the key of Ingria and Finland,
The firlt governor was that Menzikoff, whom we
have already mentioned, and who was becomea
very good officer, and had fignalized himfelf, dur-
ing the fiege, and therefore deferved that honour.
This example [erved as an encouragement to all
who have merit, without being diftinguifhed by
high birth,

ArTER this campaign of 1702, Peter was de-
firous that Scheremetow, and the cofficers who had
fignalized themfelves, fhould make a triumphant
entry into Mofcow. All the prifoners taken in this
campaign marched in the retinue of the conquer-
ors *, and before them were carried the Swedifh
colours and itandards, together with the flag of the
Swedifth frigate taken on the lake Peipus. Peter
allifted himfeif in the preparations for this triumphal
entry, as he had fhared in the great ations that
were celcbrated by it.

THESE folemnities were defigned to infpire e
mulation, otherwiie they would have been no more
than idle ofientation.  Charles difdained all thefe
public thews, and, after the battle of Narva, held
his enemies, their effurts, and their triumphs, in
equal contempt.

* December 17, 1903,

CHAP.
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RerormMaTIiON AT Moscow.

New fucceffes.  Founding of Peterfburg, The Czar
takes Narwva, &c.

it} The year 1703.

H E fhort ftay which the Czar made at Mof-
r-ﬁh cow, in the beginning of the winrer 1703,
k. was employed in feeing all his new regulations ex=
m ecuted, and in improving the civil as well as the
military government.  Lven” his very diverfions
were confecrated to make his fubjeéts relith the
new manner of living he had introduced amongft
them. It was with this view he invited all the
It boyars and ladies of Mofcow to the marriage of or e

) ¥ of his buffoous, at which every one was required (o
i appear drefled in the ancient fathion.  [hey ferved
| up thé dinner jult in the fame manner as thofe in
the fixtcenth century £. By an old fuperfitious
cuftom, no one was to light fire on the wedding=

day, even in the fevereft cold. Thus cuflom was
obferved very firilly upon this occafion. The Ruf=

fians formerly never drank wine, but only mead and

ik orandy; no other liquors were allowed on this day,

§ Taken from the journal of Peter the Great,
and,
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and, when they complained, he replied, in a joke
ing manner, * This was a cultom with your ans
ceflors, and old cuftoms are always the beft.” Lhis
pleafantry contributed much to reform thofe who
preferied paft tinies to the prefent, or at lealt it
put a flop to their murmurings; and there are fe-
veral nations that fland in need of the fame ex-
ample. :

AN eftabliliment more ufeful than any of the
reft, was that of a printing-houfe for Ruflian and
Latin types, the materials of which were brought
from Holland. They began with printing tranfla-
tions in the Ruflian lunguage of feveral books of
morality and polite literature.  Fergufon eftabliths
ed fchools for geometry, aftronomy, and navigas
tion.

AxoTurr foundation, no lefs neceffary and
ufeful, was that of a large hofpital; not one of thofe
houfes which encouraged idlenefs, and perpetuated
the mifery of the people, but fuch as the Czar had
feen at Amfterdam, where old perfons and chils
dren are employed at work, and where cvery pere
fon is ferviceable to the public,

He eftablifhed many manuractures; and as foon
as he fet a-going all thofe new arts which he had
brought into Mofcow, he haltened to Veronitz, to
give direCtions for building two (hips of eighty
guns, with long cheft: exaétly clofed to the ribs of
the veffel, for the ealicr floating of the fhip over
the fhoals and banks of fani that lay about Alophs
A contrivance hike that wfed in tHolland, to get
their large fhips over the Pampus.

' Having

—— A —
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Hiving prepared every thing for an expedition
againft the Turks, he immediately took his route
for the frontiers of Sweden. He alfo went to vi-
fit the thips that he gave orders to be built ar O-
lonitz *, a town between the lakes of Ladoga and
Onega, where he had eftablithed a foundery for
making all kinds of arms; and where every thing
had ail the look of preparations for war; whillt at
Mofcow flourifthed all the arts of peace. A fpring
of mineral waters, which has been lately difcover-
ed near Olonitz, has added to the reputation of that
place.  Firom thence he proceeded to Shluffelburg,
to improve the fortificarions.

WE have already obferved, that Peter was deter=
mined to pafs regularly through all the military de-
grees : he had ferved as lieutenant of bombardiers
under prince Menzikoff, before that favourite was
made governor of Shiuflelburg, and now he took
the rank of captain, and ferved under marthal dche=
remetow.

THERE was an important fortrels near the lake
Ladoga, aund not far from the river Neva, named
Ny:‘.n!? or Nya. It was of the utmolt importance
to make himfelf mafter of this p'ace, in order to fe-
cure his conquelts, and favour his other defigns,
As he was obliged to befiege the place both by fea
and land, he {ent therefore a number of fmall {hips
full of foldiers, to hinder the Swedes from fending
any {uccours that way 4. ‘The citadel furrendered,
and two Swedith veflels arrived too late to aflift the

* March 30, 1703 + May 2a: 1793,
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befieged, being both attacked and taken by the
Czar. His journal oberves, that as a reward
for his fervice, *“The captain of the bombars
diers was. created knight of the order of St
Andrew by admiral Golowin, the firft knight of
that order.”

A¥TER the taking the fort of Nya, he came
to a refolution of building the city of Feterfburg,
at the mouth of the Neva, -upon the gulph of
Finland.

TuE affairs of king Auguftus were in a defpe-
rate way. The extraordinary vi€ories of the

Swedes in Poland had encouraged his enemiesin -

the oppofition, and even his friends had obliged
him to difmifs a body of twenty thoufand Ruflians
that the Czar had fent him to reinforce his army.

They thought by this facrifice to deprive the males

contents of zll pretext for joining the king of Swe-
den: but enemies are difarmed by force, an ap=
pearance of weaknefs only making them more in-
folent. The twenty thoufand men that had been

ditciplined by Patkul were of infinite fervice in Lis = |

vonia and Ingria, while Augufius was lofing his
dominions. This reiniorcement, and above all,
the poflcilion of Nya, enabled the Czar to found his
new capital.

It was in this barren and marfhy fpot of ground,
which communicates with the” main land only by
one way, that Peter laid the foundation of Pe-
terfburg, in the fixticth degree of latitude, and
the torry-fourth and a half of longitude. The
ruins of fome of the ballions of Nyantz were made

ule
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ufe of for the firft Qones of the foundationt. They
brgan by building a finall fort upon one of the if-
lands, which is now in the center of the city, ['he
Swedes beheld, without apprehenfion, a fettlement
on the midit of a morafs, aud inacceflible to veflels
of burden; but in a very fhort time they faw the
fortifications advanced, a town raifed, and the little
ifland of Cronftadt, fituate over againft it, changed
in 1204 into an impregnable fortrefs, under the
cannon of which even the largelt fleets may ride at
anchor in fafety.

SucH works as thefe, which feemed to require
a time of the moft profound peace, were carried
on in the very middle of a war. Workmen of
every fort were called together from Molcow,
Aftracan, Cafan, and the Ukraine, to aflilt in
building the new city. Neither the difficulties of
the ground, that was to be drained and raifed, nor
the diftance of materials, the unforefzen obftacles
which are for ever flarting up in all great under-
takings ; nor, laftly, the mortality which carried
off a prodigious number of workmen, could make
the Royal Founder defift from this undertaking ;
but, in the fpace of five months, a new city arofe
from the ground. It is true, indeed, it was little
better than a clufter of hats, with only two brick
houfes furrounded by rampartts; but this was all
that was then ncedful. Time and perfeverance
accomplifhed the reft. In lefs than five months
aiter the founding of Peterfburg, a Dutch f(hip

} Peterfburg was founded on Whitfunday, May 27. 3703,
VorL. & I came
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eame to trade there, the captain of which was a-
bundantly rewarded I, and the Dutch foon found
the way to Peter{burg.

WuiLe Peter was directing the eftablifhment
of this coluny, he took care to render it inacceflible.
{0 the enemy, by making hinfelf mafier of the
neighbouring pofts. A Swedifh colonel, named
Croniort, had taken poft on the river Seftra, and
thence threatened the growing city. Peter, with-
out delay, marched againft bim with his two regi-
ments of guards §, defeared him, and obliged him
to repefs the river. When he had thus provided
for the fecurity of the town, be went to Olonitz,
1o give direQions, for building 2 number of {mall
veflels, and then returned to Petectburg ¥, on
hoard a frigate that had been built by his direes
tion, taking with him fix tranfport vefl-ls for pres
fent ufe, till the others could be finithed. Even

at this junéture he fent fuccours to the kingof

Poland +, viz. twelve thoufand foot, and a fubfi-

dy in moncy of three hundred thoufand rubles, o
which make about one million five hundred thou- = i
fand French livres., It bas been remarked, that |
bhis annual revenue did net exceed then five mil=
Jions of rubles; by far too fmall a fum for the exs |
pence of bis flects, of his armies, and of his new
efizblithments. He had fortified Novogorod, Ple= =
fkow, Kiow, Smolenfko, Afoph, Archangel,and
founded a capital. Yet he was fill able ro afilt
bis ally with men and money. Cornelius le Bruin,

§ Nov, 1703: § Julys. * Sep. 4 Nov.

a Dutchman,
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a Dutchman, who was on his travels, and at that
time in Ruflia, and with whom he frequently con-
verfed very freely, as indeed he did with all {tran-
gers, fays, that the Czar himfelf aflured him, that
he had (tili three hundred thoufand rubles remain-
ing in his coffers, aiter all the expences of the war
were defrayed

In order to fecure his infant city of Peterfburg
againft any infult, he went in perfon to found the
depth of water thereabouts, fixed upon a place for
building the fort of Cronftadt; and, after making
the model of it in wood with his own hands, he
employed prince Menzikoff to carry it into execu-
tion. From thence he fet out to pafs the winter
at Mofcow, in order to efablith, by degrees, the
{everal alterations he had made in the laws, man=
ners and cuftoms of Ruffia *. - He regulated the fi-
nances, and put them upon a refpeftable footing,
He haftened the works that were carrying on in the
Veronitz, and Afoph, and in an harbour which he
had caufed to be made on the Palus- Mzotis, under
the fort Taganrok.

Tue Porte + was alarmed at thefe prepara-
tions, and fent an embafly to the Czar to come
plain thereof: to which he returned for an-
fwer, that he was as much king in his own
dominions as the Grand dignior was in Turky,
and that it was no infringement of the peace, to
render the Ruflian power refpectable on the Eu-
xine fea.

* Nov. 5.1703, { Jan. 1704,
| Uroxn
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Tpon his return to Peterfburg §, finding his
new citadel of Cronftadt, which had been found-
ed in the bofom of the fea, quite finilhed, he
furmi{hed it with compleat artillery. But in order
to fettle himfelf irmly in Ingria, and entirely to
deface the difgrace he had fuffered before Narva,
he thought it neceffary to take that city. While
he was making preparations for the fiege, a fmall
fleet appeared on the lake Peipus, to oppofe his de-
figns. The Ruffian half galleys came outto attack
them, and tock the whole fquadron, which bhad on
boerd ninety eight pieces of cannon. After this
viGtory, the Czar lays fiege to Narva both by fea
and land, and which was moft furprifing, he lays
fiege to the city of Derpt in Efionia at the fame
time. §

Wuo would have imagined, that there was an
univerfity in Derpt? Guftavus Adolphus had found-
ed one there, but it did not make that city famous,
Derpt being only known by thefe two fieges. Fe-
ter was continually going from one to the othery
forwarding the attacks, and direéting all the dif-
ferent operations. The Swedifh general Slippems
bac was in the neighbourhood of Derpt, with a bo-
dy of two thoufand five hundred men. ;

Tue befiegers expected every inftant when he’

would throw the fuccours into the place ; but Pe-

ter, on this occafion, had recourfe to a ftratagem,
worthy of frequent imitation. He ordered two re
giments of foot, and one of horfe, to be clothed in

' § Masch 30, § April, ‘
257 . the
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the fame uniform, and to carry the fame ftandards
and colours as the Swedes. [hefe tham Swedes
attack the trenches, and the Ruflians pretend to be
put to flight ; the garrifon deceived by appearances,
make a fally *; uwpon which the mock combatants
join their forces, and fall upon the Swedes, one
half of whom were left dead upon the fpot, and the
relt made a fhift to get back to the town. - Slip-
pembac arrives foon after with fuccours to relieve
it, but is intirely routed. At length Derpt was
obliged to capitulate, juft as the Czar was prepar-
ing every thing for a general affaule T.

AT the fame time, Peter mer with a confiderable
check on the fide of his new city of Peterfburgs;
but this did not prevent him 'either from going on
with the new building of that place, or from vigor-
oufly profecuting the fiege of Narva. It hasalrea-
dy been noticed, that he fent a reinforcement of
troops and money to king Augultus, when his ene=
mics were taking the throne {rom him; but thofe .
aids proved of no fervice. The Ruffiwns having
joined the Lithuanians who adhered to Auguftus,
were totally routed in Courland by the Swedifh ge«
neral Lewenhavpt §: and had the conquerors di«
rected their efforts towards Livenia, -Eitonia, and
Ingria, they might have ruined the Czar’s new
works, and deftroyed all the fruits of his great en=
terprizes,  Peter was every day undermining the
out wall of Sweden, while Chailes did not eppofe

® June a7y, 1704, 1 July 23, § July 31,
I3 him
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bim enough, for he fought a glory lefs ufeful,
though more brilliant.

A SwepisH colonel on the twelfth of July
1704, at the head of a detachment, made the Po-
lith nobility eleét a new king, on the ficld of es
lection, called Kolo, near Warfaw. The cardinal,
primate of the kingdom, and feveral bifhops, fubs
mitted themfelves to a Lutheran prince, notwith=
ftanding ‘the threatenings and excommunications of
the Pope. In fhort, every thing yiclded to ferce,
No body is ignorant in what manner Staniflaus Ler-

zintky was eleCted king, and how Charles XIL os ;

bliged the greatclt part of Poland to acknowledge
him.

PeETER abandoned not the dethroned king, he
redoubled his fuccours in proportion to the lofles
of his ally; and while his enemy made kings, he
conquered the Swedith generals one after another
in Ellonia and Ingria; he then went to the fiege
of Narva, and attacked it valiantly. There were
three baftions, famous at leaft for their names, cal

led Vi&tory, Honour, and Glory.  The Czar car-

ried them all three {word-in-hand. The befiegers
entered into the city, which they plundered, and
exercifed all thofe cruelties, which were but too
cuftomary at that time, between the Swedes and
Rulhans.

PeTER, on this occafion ¥, fet an example
which ought to have gained him the hearts of
his new fubjeCts. He ran every where in pere

. Angufl 20, 1704,
fon,

ey T e
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fon, to ftop the pillage and murder, fnatches fe-
veral women out of the hands of the brutal fol-
diers, and, after having, with his own hand, {lain
two of thofe barbarians, who did not obey his ot-
ders, he enters the town-houfe, whither the citi-
zens had ran in crouds for fheiter, and laying
his fword, yet fmoaking with blood, upon the
table, *¢ This {word, faid he, is not flained with
the blood of your fellow citizens, but with that
of my own foldiers, which 1 have fpilt to lave
your lives.,”

s g A s s e S
CHAP. XIV.

Peter the Great keeps poffefion of all Ingria, whilft
Charles X 11 triumpb} elfewhere  Rife of Men=
zikoff.  Peterfburg fecurcd.  The Czar executes
his defigns. notwithflanding the viflories of the king
of Sweden §.

The years 1704 aud 1703.

P ETER being now mafter of all Ingria, con=
ferred the government of that province upon
Menzikoff ; and gave him the title of prince, and
the rank of major general.  The pride and preju=

§ All the foregoing chapters, and like.ife thofe which follow, are
taken from the journals of | eter the Great and the papers fent me
from Feterfburg, carcfully compared with other memorials,
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dice of other countries might find fault with a pa
firy cook’s boy being made a general, governor,
and prince ; but Peter had already accuftomed his
fubje€ls not to be allonifhed to fee every thing gi-
ven to talents, and nothing given to noble birth a-
lone. Menzikoff, by a lucky accident, had while
a boy, been taken from bis original obfcurity, and
placed in the Czar’s family, where he learned feves
ral languages, and had made himfelf acquainted
with bufinefs and arms; and having found means
to ingratiate himfelf with his mafter, he afterwards
knew how to render himfelf neceflary. He greate
ly advanced the woiks at Peterfburg, of which he
had the diretion : feveral brick and flone-houfes
were already built, with an arfenal and magazines ;
the fortifications were completed, but the palaces
were not built till fome time after,

As foon as Peter was fettled in Narva, he or-
dered frefh fuccours to the king of Poland, who
had been lately dethroned. He promifed him a
body of troops over and above the twelve thou-
fand men he had already fent him, and gave ge=
neral Repnin orders to march } from the fron=
tiers of Lithuania, with fix thoufand horfe, and
the fame number of foot. All this while he did
not forget his colony of Peteifburg. The build-
ings went on very faft; his navy grew more nu-

- merous ; feveral fhips and frigates were on the

flocks at Olonitz; thefe he took care to fee finith=

§ Augnlt 19, 1704,
ed’
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y ed 1, and brought them himfelf into the harbour of

P.tertborg,
il EvEry time he returned to Mofcow, he made
triumpbal entries.  In this manner did he re-

vifit his capital this year *, from whence he made
only one cxcurfion, to be prefent at the launch-
ing of bis firlt {hip of eighty guns vpon the Ve-

il ronitz of which he had drawn the dimenfions the
it year betore.
[ As foon as the weather would permit for open-

ing the campaign in Poland, he haftened to join
the army §, which he had fent to the affitance of
Auguitus, and were on the f ontiers of that kiug-
dom ; but while he was thus fupporting his ally,
a Swedith fleet put to fea to deitroy Peterfburg,
and the fortrefs of Cronftadt, as yet hardly finifhed,
This fleet confiited of twenty-two fhips of war,
bt from fifty four to fixty-four guns, befides fix fri-
gates, and two fire-thips. The troops that were
fent on this expedition, made'a defcent on the lit-
tle ifland of Kotin ; but a Ruflian colonel, named
Tolbogwin, who commanded a regiment there, or-
dered his foldiers to lie down flat on their beliies,
X while the Swedes were landing §; and then or=
wi dering them to run up fuddenly, they made fo brifk
and well directed a fire, that the Swedes were put
into confufion, and forced to their fhips, leaving
behind them all their dead, and upwards of three
i hund;ed prifoners.

I'ue fleer ftill continued hovering upon the

) § O&, 11, * Dec, 30. q May 1705, § June a7. 17054
| caalt,
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coaft, and threatened Peterfburg, They made
another defcent, and were repulfed as before; a
body of land forces were alfo advancing from
Wiburg, under the command of the Swedith ge-
neral Meidel, and took their route by Shluflelburg *:
this was the boldelt attempt Charles had yet made
upon thpfe territories, which Peter had either
conquered or new formed. The Swedes were re-
pulfed on eyery fide, and Peterfburg remained in
feeurity. d

Tue Czar, on the other hand, marched to-
wards Courland, defigning to penetrate as far as
Riga. His plan was to make himfelf maflter of
Livonia, while Charles XII. was bufied in redu=
cing the Poles entirely under the obedience of
the new king he had given them. Peter was
flill at Wilnaw in Lithuania, and his general
Scheremetow was approaching towards Mittau,
the capital of Courland; but there he was met
by Lewenhaupt, already famous by feveral wvic-
tories; and a battle was fought between the two
armies at a place called Gemaverfhoff, or Ges
mavers.

In all thofe battles, where experience and difs
cipline decide the day, the Swedes, though infes
rior in number, had always the advantage. The
Ruffians were totally defeated f, and loft all their
artillery.  Peter, notwithftanding the lofs of three
battles, at Gemavers, at Jacobftadt and at Narvay

* June 35. $ June 28.

always
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always retrieved his lofits, and even converted
them to his advantage.

Ay TER the battle of Gemavers, he marched a
numerous army into Courland ; came before Mit-
tau, made himfelf malter of the town, and after-
wards laid fiege to the capital, which was taken by
capitulation.

THe Ruflian troops were blamred at that. time
for dittinguithing their fucceflcs + by rapine and
plunder; a practice of too great antiquity in all na.
tions. But Peter, at the taking of Narva, had
made fuch. changes in this cultom, that the Rufl-
an foldiers, appointed to guard the vaults, where
the grand dukes of Courland were buired, 1n the
caftle of Mitrau, perceiving that the bodies had bezn
taken out of their tombs, and ftript of their orna-
ments, refufed to take pofleflion of their pofty till
a:Swedih colonel had been firfk {fent for to infpeét
the condition of the place;, who gave them a cer-
tificate that this outrage had bcen committed by
the Swedes

A-rRumoUR which was fpread throughout the
whole empire, that the Czar had been totally
deleated at. the battle of Gemavers, proved of
greater prejudice to his affairs, than even the
lofs of that battle. T'he- remainder of the an-
cient Strelitze: in. garrilon at Afllracan, embolds
ened by this falie report, mutinied, and murder-
ed the governor of the town. Peter was obliged
to. lend marihal Scheremctow with a. body. of

1 dept. 14..1705.
16 forces
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forces to quell the infurreftion, and punifh the
ringleaders. '

Tue Czar at this time feemed in a critical fitu=
ation, The fuccefs and valour of Charles XII;
the misfortunes of Auguflus; the forced neutra=
lity of Denmark; the infurre€tion of the anci-
ent Strelitzes; the murmurs of a people, fenfible
of the reftraint, but not of the utility of the late
reformation; the difcontent of the grandees, who
found themfelves fubjected to military difciplines
and laftly, the exhaufled flate of the revenue,
were fufficient to have difpirited any prince but
Peter: yet he did not defpond even for an ine
flant. He foon quelled the revelr, and having

provided for the fafety of Ingria, and fecured the

pofieflion  of the citadel of Mittau, in fpite of
the viorious Lewenhaupt, who had not troops
enough to oppofe him; he found himfelf at lis
lierty to march an army through Samogitia and
Lithuania,

PeTER now partock of the fame glory with
Charles X1l and gave laws to Poland. He ad-
vanced as far as |ikoczin; where he had an inter=
view for the fecond time with king Auguftus ; and
he confoled with him in his misfortunes, promifs

ing to avenge bhis caufe, and at the fame time f
mace him a prefent of fome colours, which Mens, =
ziko#t bad taken from the troops of his rival

i)
‘They afterwards went towards Groduoo, the ca=

pital of Lithuania, and flaid there nll the fifa
teenth of December.  Ar cheir parting, Peter
gave bim both men and money, and, accurding

' ‘to
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Iy to his ufual cuftom, went to pafs fome time of
the winter at Mofcow %, to make the arts and
faws flourifh there, after having made a very diffi=
cult campaign.

O3, S8 o o o o G P D D A
C:H A:PanXVe

While Peter is [firengthening bhis conquefls, and

improving his dominiens, bis enemy Gharles XII,
gains feveral battles . grves laws to Poland and
i Saxony. Auguflus notwithflanding a wvictery
gained by the Ruffians, recewves laws from
Charles XII. duguftus renounces the crown,
and delivers up Pathul the Czar’s ambaffadar.
Murder of Patkul, who is condemned to be broke

upon the wheel

The year 1 706.

4 ETER was hardly come back to Mofcow,

P when he was informed that Charles Xil. aiter
being every where victorious, was advancing to=
wards Grodno, to auack the Ruflian troops.
” King Auguftus bhad been obliged to fly trom
Grodno, and retire in halte towards Daxony,
with tour regiments of Ruffian dragoons: a ftep

which both weakened and aifcuraged the arny
I'he Czar founa all the roads

of his protector.

1 Dec, 30, 3705
te
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to Grodno occupied by the Swedes, and hig
troops di'perfed.

Waire he was affembling his troops in Lithuas
nia, with great dfficulty, the famons Schulemburg,
who was the lalt refource of Auguftus, and who
afterwards acquired fo much glory by the defence
of Corfu againit the Turks, advanced on the fide
of Great Poland, with about twelve thoufand Sas-
xons, and fix thoufand Ruffians, taken from the
troops which the Czar had trufled with this unfore

tunate prince.  Schulemburg expected, with fome

realon, that he would be able to fave Auguftus
from being ruined : he faw that Charles XII. was

fully employed in Lithuania,. and that there were -

only a body of ten thoufand Swedes under general:
Renfchild who would interrupt his - march. He
thereupon advanced with confidence to the frone
tiers of bilefia; which is the p«flage - from Saxony
into Upper Poland.  When he was near the vile
lage of Fraufladt, on the frontiers of that kingdom,
he met marihal Renfchild, who was coming to give
him battle,

NorwiTasTaNDING the care I t.ke to avoid

repeating what has been already meutioned in the
hiflory of Charles Xil. I.am ubliged in this place
to take notice once more, that there was in the
Saxon army a French regiment, that had been tas
ken prifoners at the famous bartle of Hochftet, and
obliged to ferve in the Saxon troops. My memoirs
inform me, that this regiment had the charge of
the artillery, and add, that the Fiench, being ad-
mirers of the fame and reputation of Charles X1l

and

(s:‘
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and difcontented with the Saxon fervice, laid
down their arms as foon as they came in fight of
the enemy 1, and deflired to be taken into the
Swedifh army, in which they continued to the
end of the war. - L'his detertion was a fignal of
a total overthrow to the Ruffian army, of which
no more than three battalions were faved, and
almoft evéry man of thele were wounded; and as
no quarter was granted, the remainder were all
killed.

NorBerG the chaplain pretends, that the Swe-
dith word at this battle was, * In the name of
God,” and that of the Rufhans, ¢ Kill all;” but
it was the Swedes who killed all in the name of
God. The Czar himfelf declares in one of his
manifeftoes 1, that a number of Ruffian Coffacks
and Calmucks, that had been made prifoners,
were murdered in cool blood three days after the
battle.  I'he irregular troops on both fides had ac~
cuftomed their generals to thefe cruelties, than
which greater were never committed in the moft
barbarous times. I bad the honour to hear king
Stariflaus himfelf fay, that in one of thufe en-
gagements, which were fo frequent in Poland, a
Ruffian officer, who had formerly been one of
his triends, came to put himfelf under his proe
tection, after the defeat of the corps which he com-
manded; and that the Swedifh general Steinbok
fhot him dead wich a piltol, while he held him in
hisarm

+ Febi 64 1706, $ TheCzar's manifefto in the Ukraine.
THE
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Tae Ruflians had now loft four pitched battleg
with the Swedes, without reckoning the other vige
tories of Charles XIL in Poland, The Czar’s troops
that were in Grodno were in danger of greater
difgrace, by being furrounded on all Gdes; but he
fortunately found means to get them together, and
even to {t.cngthen them with new reinforcements,
Being obliged to provide for the fafety of his army,
and the fecurity of his conquefts in Ingria, he or-

dered prince Menzikoff to march with the army un=

der his command caltward, and from thence fouthe
ward as far as Kiow.

W' HILE his men were upon their march, he
repairs to Shluflclburg. from thence to Narva, and
to his colony or Peteriburg $, and puts thofe places
in a pofture of defence  From the Baliic he flisg
to the banks of the Bosiithenes, to march into Poe
land by the way of Kiow, making it ftill his cone
ftant endeavour to render thofe victories of Charles,
which he had not been able to prevent, of as lit-
tle advantage to the victor as poflible. At this
very time he meditated 2 new ¢o: quelt; namely,
that of Wiburg, the capital of Carclia, fitaated
on the gulph of Finland. He went to befiege
this piace, bur it withftood the power of his arms *;
fuccours arrived in feafon, and he was obliged to
raife the fiege. His rival Charles XL did not
really 'make any conquefts, though he gained fo
many battles: he puriucu king Auguftus into Sax
ony, being always more intent upen cruthing toat

% Ang. 1706, PO, 1706, -
prince
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prince beneath the weight of his fuperior power
and reputation, than upon recovering  lugria,
that had been wrefted from him by a vanquithed
enemy.

CuarLEs fpread terror through all Upper Po-
Jand, Silefa, and Saxony. King Auguftus’s
whole family, his mother, his wife, his fon, and

the principal nobility of the country, were res

tited into the heart of the empire. Auguitus
now fued for peace, chufing rather to truft hime
felf to the clemency of his conqueror, than to the
arms of his proteftor. He negociated a treaty,
which ftript him of his crown, and covered him
at the fame time with difgrace. This was a fe=
cret treaty, and was to be concealed from the Czar’s
generals, with whom he had taken refuge in Po-
Jand, while Charles XIf. was giving laws in Leip=
fic, and reigned ablolute fovereign throughout his
electorare.

His plenipotentiaries had already figned the fa=
tal convention, by which he not only divefted him=
felf of the crown of Poland, but promifed never
more to aflume the title of king §. at thefame time
he recognized Sraniflaus, renounced his alliance
with the Czar his benefator, and, to compleat his
humiliation, engaged to aeliver up to Charles X1L
John Renold Patkul, the Czai™ ambuflador and ge=
neral in the Ruflian fervice, who was then actually
fighting his caufe. de bad fome time beiore orders
ed Patkul to be arrefted, contrary to the law of

§ Sep. 14, 1706,
nations,
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nations, upon falfe fufpicions; and now, in dire&
violation of thefe laws, he delivered him up to his
encmy. It had been more to his credit to have
died fword-in-hand, than to have concluded fuch
a treatys a treaty which not only robbed him of

his crown, and of his charafter; but likewife en=

dangered his liberty, becaufe he was at that time
in the power of prince Menzikoff in Pofnania, znd
the few Saxons that were with him were paid by
the Ruflians,

Prince Menzikoff was oppofed in that diftrick
by a Swedith army, reinforced with a firong party
of Poles, in the mtereft of the new king Staniflaus,
under the command of general Maderfeld ; and not
knowing that Auguiius had engaged in a treaty
with the enemies of Kufi , had propofed to attack
them; and Auguftus did not dare to refufe. The
battle was fought near Kalifli, in the palatinate bee
longing to Staniflaus +.  I'his was the firft pirched

battle the Ruffians had gained againft the swedes,

Prince Menzikoff had all the glory of the action;
four thoufand of the enemy were left dead on the
field, and two thoufand five hundred and ninety=
eight were taken prifoners.

It is difficult to think how Auguftus could be.
prevailed on, after this battle, to ratify a treaty which
deprived him of all the benefit of his victory. But
Charles was triumphant in bSaxony, where his very
name intimidated his enemies. 'The fuccels of the
Ruflians appeared {o inconfiderable, and the Polilh

t Oct, 194
party
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party againft' Auvguftus was fo ill-advifed, that he
figned that fatal convention. Neither did he ftop
here: he wrote to his envoy Finkitein a letter, that
was if poflible more {hameful than the treaty itf=1f;
for therein he afked pardon for having obtained a
victory, * protefting, that the bartle had been fought
againft his will ; that the Ruflians, and the Poles
his adherents, had obliged him to it; that he had,
with a view of preventing it, atually made {ome
movements to abandon Meanzikoff, that Maderfeld
might bave beaten him, bad he made the moft of
that opportunity ; that he was ready to reitore all
the Swedifh prifoners, or to break with the Ruili-
ans ; and that, in fine, he would give the king of
Sweden all manner of fatisfaGion,” for having dar=
ed to bear his troops.

Tuis whole affairis (trikly true, however {trange
and furprizing it may appear. When we reflect,
that, with all this weakne(s, Auguflus was one of
the braveft princes in L urope; we may plainly per=
ceive, that the lofs or prefervation, the rife or de=
cline of empires, are entirely owing to a becoming
firmnefs of mind

I'BERE were two other circumitances concur-
red to compleat the misfortunes of the king of Po-
land ele@or of Saxony, and fhew the abufe which
Charles XII. made of his good fortune. The firlk
was his obliging Auguitus to write a letter of
congratulation to the new king Staniflaus: the
lecond was terrible ; he even compelied Auguftus
to deliver up *atkul, the Czar’s ambaflador and
general, It is {uficiently kaown to all Eucope,

the
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that this minifter was afterwards. broke upon the
wheel at Cafimir, in the month of September
17c7. Norberg the chaplain confeffes that the

orders for his execution were all written in Charles's

own hand. _
[RERE is not a civilian in all Europe, nay even
the vilelt flave, but muft feel the whole horror of
this barbarous injuftice.  The firft crime of this uns
fortunate man was, his having made an humble re-
prefentation of the rights and privileges of his couns
try, at the head of fix Livonian gentlemen, who
were fent as deputies from the whole province: he
was condemned to die for fulfilling the firit of dus

ties, that of ferving his country agreeable to her -

laws. This iniquitous fentence put him in full
pofic(lion of a right, which all mankind derive from

nature, that of chufing his country. As he was

ambaflador to one of the greateit monarchs in the
univeife, his perfon ought to have been facred. Un
this occafion, the law of nature and nations was vie
olated by the laws of force. . The fplendor of glory
formerly covered fuch barbarities, but at prefent
they put a lafting flain and repioach on military

glory.

CHAP
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A defign to fet up a third king in Poland.  Charles
X1 fets out from Saxeny with a flourifbing ar=
my, and paffes through Poland like a congueror.
Cruelties exercifed. Conduél of the Czar. Suce
ceffes of Charles XII. who at length advances to
wards Ruffia.

The year 1707 and 1708.

HARLES XII enjoyed at Altranftadt, near
Leipfic, the fruits of his vitories; the pro=~
teftant princes of the German empire flocking in
crouds to pay homage to him, and beg his protec-
tion. He received ambafladors from almoft all the
potentates of Europe. The emperor Jofeph im-
plicitly followed his direftions. Peter then feeing
that king Auvguftus had renounced his protection,
and the Polifh crown, and that a part of the nation
had acknowledged Staniflaus, liftened to the pro=
pofals made him by Yolkova, of ele€ting a third
king.

SEVERAL palatines were propofed at the diet of
Lublin, and prince Ragottki, who was long kept
in prifon in his youth by the emperor Leopold, and
was his competitor for the throne of Hungary, was
put on the uift.

Tais negotiation was carried very far, and Po-
land
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land was on the point of having three kings at one
time. Prince Ragotiki not fucceeding, Peter thought
to beltow the crown on Siniaufki, grand general of
the republic ; a2 man of great power and interct,
and head of a third party, that would neither ac-
knowledge the dethroned king, nor the perfon es
lected by the other fadtion.

AMONGST all thole troubles, there was a ru-

mour of peace.  Befleval the French envoy to the

court of Saxony interpofed, to bring about a re

conciliation between Peter and the king of Swe-

den. lhe court of France were of opinion, that
Charles, having no longer either the Ruffians or
Poles to fight againft, might turn his arms againft
the emperor Jofeph, who had difobliged him, and
on whom he had even impofed feveral hard terms
during his ftay in Saxony. But Charles made an-

fwer, that he would treat with the Czar in the city

of Mofcow. It was on this occafion that Peter
faid, ** My brother Charles wants to a&t the Alex-
ander, but he fhall not find a Darius in me
Tue Ruflians however flill continued in Poland,
and were in the city of Warfaw, while the king

"whom Charles XII. had fet over the Poles was

fearcely acknowledged by that nation.  In the mean
time, Charles was enriching his army with the
{poils of Saxony.

AT length he began his march from Altrans
ftade §, with an army of forty five thoufand men ;
a force which it feemed impoflible for the Czar to

make

#Pu:lg. 22, 1207
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q « make head againft, feeing he had been entirely de-
e feated by eight thoufand Swedes at Narva.
vl IT was in pafling by the walls of Drefden §,
g that Charles made tiat very extraordinary vifit te
b king Auguftus, which, as Norberg fays, ¢ will
o ftrike polierity with admiration.” It was running
a furprifing rifk, to put himfelf in the power of a
w.  prince whom he had deprived of his kingdom.
. From this place he continued his march through
Silefia, and re-entered Poland.

THis kingdom had been quite ravaged by war,
ruined by faltions, and over-run with all forts of
miferies. Charles continued advancing with his
army through the province of Maffovia, and took
the worlt ways it was poflible for any perfon to
chufe. The inhabitants had taken fhelter in the
moraffes, and were refolved to make him pay dear
for his paffage.  Six thoufand peafants difpatched
an old man of their body to fpeak to him ; this
man, who was of a very extraordinary fize and fi-

K gure, clad in white, and armed with two carabines,
r‘”' addrefled Charles ; but as thofe who were in com=
| &

pany with Charles did not very well underltand
what be faid, they immediately killed him in the
midit of his difcourfe, before the king’s face. The
peafants, highly provoked, immediately took up
arms. The Swedes purfued them, and all they
took they obliged to hang one another; the laft
was compelled to put the rope about his own neck
him{elf, and to be his own executioner. All their

houfes

§ Aug. 37.
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boufes were burnt to the ground. I'his fat is

fully attefted by '\‘orbcrg, who was an eve w.itncfs, ¢

and therefore cannot be contradiéted, which muft
{hock every one with horror who reads it.

CrARLES being arrived within a few leagues of

Grodno in Lithuania t, received inte!ligence of the
Czar’s being there in perfon with a body of troops;

upon which, wirhout any deliberation, he takes

only eight hundred ot his guards, and fets out for
Grodno. A German officer, named Multels, who
commanded a body of tioops, pofted ar one of the

gates of the town, fuppofing when he faw Charles,

that he was foliowed by his whole army, inftead
of difputing the paflage with him, leaves the gate
open, and runs away. [he alarm being now fpread

through the whole town, every perfon thought

the whole Swedifh army already entered ; the few
Ruflians who made refiftance were killed by the
Swedith guards ; and all the officers inform the
Czar, that the viGorious army were become maliers

of the place. Upon this Peter retreats behind the

ramparts, and Charles plants a guard of thirty men
at the gate through which the Czar had juft before
entered.

In this confufion, fome of the fathers belonging
to the Jefuits college where Charles lodged, went in
the night, and informed the Czar of the whole

truth.  Upon which, Peter returns into the town, .

and forces the Swedith guards. An engagement
enfued in the firects, but the whole Swedili army
appearing

§Feb. 6. 1708.
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appearing in fight, the Czar is obliged to yield to
fuperior numbers, and leaves the rown in the hands
of the vi€lor, who filled all Poland with confierna-
tion,

CuarLEs had augmented his forces in Livonia
and Finland, and Peter had good realon to be a-
fraid, not only for his conquefls on this fide, but
alfo for thofe on the fide of Lithuania, alfo for his
ancient territories, and even the city of Mofcow
itfelf. It was therefore neceflary for him to pro-
vide for the fecurity of all thefe places, which lay
at fuch a diftance from one another.  Charles could
not make any rapid conquefts to the ecaftward of
Lithuania in the depth of winter, and in a mar{liy
country, fubject to epidemical diforders, which had
increafed by poverty and famine from Warfaw as
far as Mintki. Peter pofted his troops to command
all the pafles of the rivers, guarded all the import-
ant pofts, and did every thing in his power to hin=
der the marches of his enemy +, and afterwards
hafiened to put all things in a proper ftate of de-
fence at Peterfburg

TroveH Charles was vi@orious in Poland, he
took nothing from the Czar; but Peter, by ems=
ploying his new fleet, in landing his forces in Fin-
land, by the taking and difmantling the town of
Borgau, and by taking a confiderable booty 4, pro-
cured many real advantages to himf{elf, and greatly
diftrefled his cnemy. %

ConTiNvuaL rains kept Charles a long time in

+ April B, 3708, } May az.
Your. I. K Lithuania,
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Iithuania, but he at length reached the little river
of. Berezine, a few leagues from the Borifthenes.
Nothing could withftand his victorious arm; he
immediately threw a biidge over the river in fight
of the Ruffizus 3 beat the detachment that guarded
the paflage, and got to Holezin on the Wabis,
where the Czar had pofted a confiderable body of
men to check the imperuous progrefs of the Swedes,
Uhe little river of Bibitfch is only a brook in dry
weather ; but at this time it was fwelled by the
yains to a deep and rapid fiream.  On the other
{ide was a morafs, behind which the Ruilians had
thrown up an intrenchment for above a quarter of
a league, defended by a large and deep ditch, and
covered by a parapet lined with artillery. Nine
regiments of horfe, and eleven of foot, were ad-
vantageoufly pofted in thefe Jines, fo that the pal-
fage.of the river feemed very dangerous, if notims

practicable. :
Tue Swedes, according to the cuflom of war,
got ready their pontons, and erefled batteries to
favour their paffage ; but Charles, whofe impatience
to engage would not Jet him brook the lealt delay,
did not wait till the pontons were ready.  Marfhal
Schwerin, who feived a long time under him, has
»fured me {everal times, that one day as they were
about to engage, obferving his generals to be very
Lufy in concerting the necefliry difpofitions, faid
tartly to them,  When will you be done with tiie
fiing ¢’ and immediately advanced in perfon at the
Lead of his guards, which he did particulariy on

this memorable day.
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He threw himfelf into the river, followed by
regiment of guards. Their numbers broke the im-

petuofity of the ftream, but the water was as high
as their fhoulders, and they could make no ufe of
their firelocks. Had the artillery of the parapet
been but tolerably well ferved, or had the infantry
but levelled their pieces in a proper mauner, not 2
fingle Swede would have efcaped.

Tag king, after wading the river §, pafied the
morals on foot. As foon as the army had fur-
mounted thefe obflacles within fight of the Ruflians,
they drew up in order of battle, and attacked the
Ruflian entrenchments feven times, and i1t was not
till the feventh attack that the Ruflians gave way.
By the accounts of Swedith hiftorians, they took
but twelve field- pieces, and twenty four mortars.

IT was therefore now plain, that the Czar had
at laft fuccseded in difciplining his troops, and this
vi€tory of Holozin, though it added to Charles’s
glory, might have made him fenfible of the many
dangers he mult expe&t to meet with in adventu-
ring into fuch diltant countries, where his army
could only advance in {mall bodies, through woods,
morafles, and where he would be obliged to fight
every ftep of his way; but the Swedes, being ac-
cultomed to victory, neither were afraid of danger
nor fatigue.

1 July 35,1708,

P CHAPR
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Charles XIT' creffes the Berifthenes, penctrates ins
to the Ukraine, but does net cencert bis meafures
properly  One of “his armies is defeated by Pe
per-the Great: ke lofes his fupply of previfions
and amimunition : advances forward through a
dejert country, His adventures on the Ukraine.

The year 17¢8.

CH“ARLES had now arrived on the banks of
_J ‘the Borifthenes, at a fmall town called Mo~ -

hilow. This was the important place where he

was defermined whether he fivuld direct his march:

eaftward towards Mofcow, or fouthward towards
the Ukraine  His army, his friends, his enemies,
all exptéled that he would diret his courfle immes
diately for the capital of Ruflia, ~ Whatever way he
took, Peter was following him from Smolentko with
anumercusarmy. No one expecicd that he’ would
march towards the Ukraine ¢ ‘He waslinduced to
take this frange refolution by Mazeppa, hetman of
the Coflucks, an old man of feventy, and without
children, who ought to have thought only of ending
his days in peace and quiet: a fenfe of gratitude
{hould have tied bim to the Czar, to wlom he was
indebted for his prefent greatnefs 3 but whether he
had any real caule of compliiut againll that prince,

or
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or that he was overcome with the luftre of Charles’s
exploits, or whether, in time, he thought to make

e

himfelf independent, he betrayed his ben

-

e
and entered into a confpiracy with the king ¢
Sweden, flattering himfelf with the hopes of the
whole nation of Coflicks joining him in rebellion.
CuaArLES made not the leaft doubt of fubduing
the Ruflian empire, as foon as his troops thould be

joined by fo warlike a people as the Coffacks. Ma-

zeppa was to furnifh him with what provifions,
ammunition, and artillery he ftood in need of. Be-
fides thefe powerful fuccours, he was to be joined
by an army of fixteen or feventeen thoufand men
out of Livonia, under the command of general Le-

" wenhaupht, ‘who was to bring with him a prodi-
gious quantity of warlike (tores and  provifions.
Charles did not.allow himfelf to think whether the
Czar was within reach of attacking his army, and
robbing him of thefe neceflary fupplics. He never
informed himfelf whether Mazeppa was in a cons
dition to obferve his promifes; if he had credic e»
nough to gain.over a whole nation, who are gene=
rally ruled only by their own opinion ; of whether
his army was provided with {ufficient relources i
cafe of an accident; but imagined, it Mazeppa
fhould prove deficient in abilities or fidelity, he
might depend entirely uvpon the bravery of his-
troops and good fortune. Fis 2rmy then advanced
beyond the Borifthenes towards the Defna: it was
between thefe two rivers that he expecied to mest
with Mazeppa. Many difficultics, as bad roads,
K 3 and
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and fkirmithing parties of the Ruflians, made his
march very difagreeable.

MENZICOFF, at the head of fome horfe and foot §,
attacked the king’s advanced guard, threw them in-
to diforder, and killed a number of his men. He
lofta greater number of his own, but that did not
difcourage him. Charles immediately haftened to
the field of battle, and with fome difficulty repul-
fed the Ruflians, at the hazard of his own life, by
engaging a party of dragoons, by whom he was {ur-
rounded.  All this while Mazeppa did not arrive,
and provifions began to grow fcarce.  The Swedilh
foldiers were not difpirited, feeing their king fhare
with them in all their dangere, fatigues, and wants ;
but though they admired his courage, they could
vot refrain from being difpleafed with his con-
duét,

Tage orders which the king had fent to Lewen-
haupt to march with all bafte, to join him with the
neceflary fupplies, were retarded twelve days in
their journey. This was a great lofs as circum=
flances then flood. However, Lewenhaupt at laft
began his march. Peter allowed him to pals the
Botifthenes ; but as foon as his army was got be-
tween that river and the fmaller cnes, which empty
themf{elves into it, he forded it after him, and at+
tacked him with his united forces, which had fol=
lowed in different corps at equal diftances from one
another. 1his battle was fought between the Bos
rifthenes and the Soffa §.

Prince

§ Sept. 11. 1788,
t In the Ruflian language Soeza,
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Prince Menzikoff was upon his return with the
fame body of horfe, with which he had lately en-
gaged Charles X1I.  General Baur followed him,
and the Czar himfelf headed the flower of his ar-
my.  The Swedes imagined they bad to deal with
an army of forty thoufand men, and this was be-
lieved for a long time: but my late memoirs in=
form me, that Peter had no more than twenty thou-
fand in that day’s memorable battle, a number not
much fuperior to that of the Swedes : but bis vi-
gour; his patience, bis unwearied perfeverance, to=
gether with that of his troops, animated by his
prefence, decided the fortune, not of that day on-
ly, but of the three fucceflive days, during which
the batile was renewed at different times.

Tae Ruflians attacked firft the rear of the Swe=
dith army, near the village of Lefnau, from whence
this battle borrows its name.  This firlt thock was
bloody, without proving decifive §. Lewenhaupe
retreated into a wood, and thereby faved his bag-
gage. - The next morning, when the Swedes were
to be driven from the wood, the a&tion was (ill
more bloody, and more to the advantage of the
Ruflians. ~ Here 'it was that the Czar, ieeing his
troops in diforder, cried out to the rear-guard to

fire upon the runaways, and even upen bimfelf, if
they faw him retreat cowardly The Swedes were
repulfed, but not thrown into confufon.

AT length a reinforcement cf four thoufand dra=
goons arriving, he fell wpon the Swedes a ihird

K 4 time,

§ 0&,8. 1708,
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time, who retreated to a {mall town called Profpock,
where they were again attacked ; they then march-
ed towards the Defna, the Ruflians ftill purfuing
them ; yet they were never broken, but <loft up-
wards of eight thoufand men, feventeen pieces of
cannon, and forty four colours'z the Czar took fife
ty-fixrofficers, and near nine bhundied private men
prifoners, and the great. convoy of provifions and
ammunition that were deligned for Charles’s army,
fell into the hands of the conqueror.

Tnis was the firft time that the Czar in perfon
gained a pitched battle againft an enemy who had
diftinguithed themf{elves by fo many viGtories over
his army 3 he proclaimed a general thankfgiving for
hi- viftories; upon hearing that: general Apraxin
had gained an advantage in Ingria &, near Narva;
an advantage which was not {o great as that of Lef-
nau 3 but this concurrence of fortunate: events
greatly raifed the hopes and courage of his troops.

CuarLEs received this terrible news juft as he
was ready to pafs the Defna in the Ukraine. Ma-
zeppa now joined him ; butinfead of twenty thou=
fand men, and an immenfe quantity of provifions,
which he was to have brought with -him, he came
with only two regiments, and appeared. rather like
a traitor applying for afliftance, than a prince; who
was bringing powerful fuccours to his ally.. This
Coffack had indeed begun his march with near fix-
teen thoufand of his people, whom he made belicve
wt their firlt fetting out, that:they were going a-

gainft

§ Sept. 17, 1708,

p
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i v . a
- gainft the king of Sweden ; that they would have
> the glory of ftopping that hero on this march, an

that Peter would be eternally obliged to them for
fo great a fervice.

BuT when they arrived near the Defna, he told
his real defign. ~ Thefc generous people. received

' his propofal with indignation : they refufed to be-
i tray a monarch, againlt whom they bad no caufe of
n complaint, for the fake of a Swede, who had in-

vaded their country, and who, after leaving 1t,
would be no longer able to defend them, but mult

abandon them to the {u y of the incenfed Ruflians,
and of the Poles, once their mafters, and always

o their enemies: they accordingly “returned howe,
Pl and gave advice to the Czar of the defection ot their
| chiefs = Maz:ppa found himfelf lelt with.ounly two
il regiments, the officers of which were in his.own
4¢} pay.
(] HE was @ill mafler of fome ftrong fortrefls in
Lk the Ukraine, and in particular of Bathurin, the
place of his refidence, looked upon as the capit LoE
the Coffacks : it is firuated near fome forcits on the
Delna, at a great diftance from the place where Pes
o " ter had defeated general Lewenbaupt. = Lhere were
el always fome Rullian regiments quattered in thefe
A parts,  The Czar detached prince Menzikofi, wha

got thither by round-about marches.. Charles
could not fecure all the pafies; he did notio much
as know them all, and had neglected to make. hima
felf malter of the important polit of the Starowdoub,
which feads direétly to Bathurin, acrofs a forelt of
feven or eight leagues, through which the Defna

K s takes
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takes its courfe  Peter had always the advantage
of him, by their better knowledge of the country.

MenzicorF and the prince Galitzin, who had
accompanied him, eafily made their paffage good f,
#nd prefented themfelves before the town of Ba-
thurin, which furrendered almoft without refifts
znce, was plundered and reduced to afhes. The
Rullians made themfelves mafters of a large maga-
zine deflined for the ufe of the king of Sweden,
and of a1l Mazeppa’s treafures. The Coffacks chofe
another hetman, named Skoropatky, who was ap-
proved by the Czar; and to make the people more
fenfible of the enormous crime of treafon, by a
firiking example of juflice, the archbifhop of Kiow§,
and two other prelates, were ordered to excommus
nicate Mazeppa publicly ; after which he was hang-
ed in effigy, and fome of his accomplices were bro-
ken vpon the wheel,

CuarLes XII, notwithftanding thefe lofles, was
flill at the head of about twenty-five or twenty-fe
ven thoufand Swedes, who were joined by the re-
mains of Lewenhaupt’s army, and the addition of
between two and three thoufand men, whom Ma-
zeppa kad brought with him, and fill infztuated
with the fame miftaken opinion of 2ll the Ukraine
declaring for bim, paffed the Defna *, at fome dis
flance ‘from " Bathurin, ‘and near the Benifthenes,
notwithftanding he was environed with the Czaf’s
troops;  part of whom purfued the rear of bis army,
while arother part lined the oppefite fide of the rie
ver to oppofe his paflage.

He

$Nov. 14. 1708, § Nov. 23, * Nov, a5, 1708,
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Hg purfued his march througha defert country,
the villages being all deftroyed and burnt, The
cold was fo prodigioufly piereing at the beginning
of December, that in one of his marches, near two
thoufand of his men perifhed before his eyes ; Pe-
ter’s troops did not {uffer fo wuch, being better {up-
plied - with cloaths and other neceffaries, whereas
Charles’s army,; being almolt naked, was more €x-
gx.; pofed to the inclemency of the weather.

Ix this deplorable fituation, count Piper, Charles’s

chanceller, who always gave his mafter good ad-

11

vice, conjured him to halt, and pafs at lealt the
feverelt part of the winter in a fmall town of the
Ukraine, called Romna, where he might entrench
himfelf, and get fome provifions by the help of
Mazeppa ; but Chailes replied, that *¢ it was be-
Jow his dignity to fhut himlelf up in atown.” Pi-
per then intreated him to repafs the Defna and the
Bosifthenes, to return back.into Poland, to put his:
troops into Winter-quarters, of -which they itcod
fo much in need, to make ufe of the Polith cavalry,
which was abfolutely neceffary, to fupport the king
he had ‘raifed to the crown, and to awe the par-
tifans of Augulius, who. began already to raife
their drooping heads. Charles anf{wered him a-
gain, * that this would be flying before the Czar,
that the feaion would -grow milder, and that he
muft reduce the Uksaine, ., and march on.to Mof-

cow.”
BoTu armies remained fome weeks inachive §,
17
n 0 on
" § Tlhis is acknowledged by the chaplain Norberg, tom. 1L p.
b 263.

ol § January :ycoe
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on account of the cold, in the'nlonth of January
17¢9 ; but, as foon as the troops were able to
make ufe of their arms, ‘Charles jattacked ‘all the
{mall pofls that he found in his way. ' He was o=
bliged to fend partics on every fide in fearch of
provifions ; that is to fay, te fcour the country
twenty leagues round, and rob all the peafants of
their neceflary fubfiftence. Peter, with great coms
pofure, kept a ftriék eye upon all his motions, and

fufiered the Swedith army to moulder away by de .

grees,
It is impcflible for the reader to trace the
Swedes in their march through thefe defolate
countrics 3 feveral of the rivers which they crofled
are not to be found in maps : we muft not fuppofe,
that geographers dre as well acquainted with thefe
countries, as we are with Italy, France, and Ger-
many,  Gecegraphy is, of all the liberal arts, that
which fiill liands the moft' in need of improve-
ment 3 and the ambition of princes has hitherto
~been at more pains in defolating the face of the

globe, than in giving a defcription of it
WE mult content.ourfelves then with knowing,
that Charles ciifled the Ukraine in the month of
February, burning -ail the villages where-ever he
camme, that had not been laid in afles by the Ruf
fians. He, advancing fouth eaft, came to thofe fane
dy deferts, bordered by mouniains, that fcparate
the Nogay Fartars from the Cofficks. To the eafls
ward. of thefe mountains, are the altars of Alexan-
der, . Charles was now on the other fide of the Us-
kraine; in the road that the Tartars take to Ruffia;
and

. EF.  EEe =T
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and when he penetrated thus far, he was obliged to
return back again to procure fubfittence : the inha-
bitants, having reticed with all their cattle into
their dens and lurking places, would fometimes de-
fend their fubfiltence againfl the foldiers, who came
to deprive them of it.  buch of thefe poor wretches
who eould be found, were put to death, agreeable
to what are fallly called the rights of war. I can-
not here forbear tranfcribing a few lines from Nor=
berg. ¢ As an inftance, fays he, of the king’s re-
gard to juftice, I thall inferta note, which he wrote
. with his own hand to colonel Heilmen.”

ez  Colonel,

il ¢ 1 am very well pleafed that you have taken
thefe peafants, who carried off a swedilh foldier,
: #s foon as they are conviéted of the crime, let them
d & be punifhed with death, according to the exigency
& of the cafe.

CHARLES, and lower down, Bupis.”
SucH are the {eatiments of jultice and humani-
ty thewn by a king’s confeffor 5 but had the pea=
fants of the Ukraine had 1t in their power to hang
y the regimented peafants of kaft Gothland, who
thought they bad a -ight to.come fo far to plun.er
them, their wives, and families, would not the con=
feffors and chaplains ot theie Ukrainers have had
equal, rea on to extol their juitice ?
Mazeppa had, for a confiderable time, been in
‘ treaty - with the Zaporavians, who live about the
two fhores of the Boritthenes, and of whom part in-
habic the iflands {iruated on that river. - Itis this
divilion that forms the nation, of whom mention
has
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has already been made in the firlt chapter of this
hiftory, and who having neither wives nor familics,
fubhift entirely by robbery  During the winter they
heap up provifions in their iflands, which they afters
wards go and fell in the fummer, in the little town
of Pultowa ; the reflt dwell in fmall hamlets, ro the

right amd-left of this river.. They all together:

chufe a particular hetman, and this hetman is fub-
ordinate to him of the Ukraine. =~ The peirfon at
that time ar the head of the Zaporavians had an in-
terview with Mazeppa; and thefe two barbarians
had each of them an horfe’s tail and a club born
before him, as enfigns of honour.

In order-to fliew what this hetman of the Za-
poravians, and his fubjects, were; I think it not un«
worthy of hiftory, to ‘relate the manner in which
this treaty was concluded. Mazeppa gave a great
fealt to the hetman of the Zaporavians, and his
principal officers. who were all ferved in plate. As
foon as thefe chicfs had made themfelves drunk
with brandy; they took an oath (without ftisring
from the table)” upon the evangelilts, to fupply
Charles with men and provifions ; atter which they
carried off all the plate and other table-furniture.
Mazeppa’s fteward ran after them, and remonfirated,
that {uch behaviour ill-fuited with the doétrine of
the gofpels on which they had fo lately fworn.
Some of Mazeppa’s domelticks were for taking the
plate away by force : bur the Zaporavians went in
a body to complainto Mazeppa, of the unparalleled
affrov t-offered to fuch brave fellows, and demand-
ed to have the fteward delivered up to them, that

they
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they might punith him according to law. This
was accordingly complied with, and the Zaporavi-
ans, according to law, t fled this poor man lrom
one to another like a foot-ball, and afterwards
plunged a knile into his heart.

Sucu were the new allies that Charles XII. was
obliged to receive, part of whom he formed into a
regiment ot two . thoufand men; the remainder
marched in feparate bodies againft the Coffack- and
Calmucks of the Czar’s party, that were ftationed
about that diftrict.

{mE little town of Pultowa, with which thofe
Zavoravians carry on a trade, abounded with pro-
vitons, and might have ferved Charles for a place
of arms. It is fituated on the river Workflaw, ncar
a chain of mountains, which command it on the
north-fide  To the ealtward is a vaft defart. ~The
weftern part is the moft fruitful, and the beft peo-
pled  The Worfklaw runs into the Boriithenes,
about fifteen leagues lower down. From Pultowa,
you pafs northward, through the defiles which com-
muticate with the road to Mofcow, a paflage ufed
by the Tartars. It is very difficult of accefs, and
the precantions taken by the Czar had rendered it
almoft unpafiable ; but nothing appeared impoihlble
to Charles, and he depended upon marching to Mof-
‘cow, as foon as he had made himfelf maftzr of Pule
towa. With this view he laid (iege to that town
in the beginning of May.

CHAP,
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SR TR O R T G TS T T e D A
CH A P.. XVIIL
Baitle of Pultowa.
The year 170¢.

T was here that Peter expeted him. He had

difpofed the feveral bodies of his army at cons
venient diftances for joining each other, and march-
ing all together againft the befiegers: he had vifits
ed the countries - which {urround the Ukraines
namely, the duchy of Severia, watered by the Uel~
na, already famous for his late vitory+ the couns
try ‘of Bolcho, from which the Occa takes its fdurce;
the defarts and mountains leading to the Palus M-
otis; and-laft-of all; he had been in the neighbour=
hood of Afoph, where he caufed the harbour to be
cleanfed, veffels to be built, and the citadel of Ta-
ganroc to be fortified... Thus had he employed the
time that pafled between the battles of Lefnau and
Pultowa, 1n preparing for the defence of his domis
nions. . As foon as he knew -hat city was befieged,
he aflembled all his forces : his cavalry, dragoons,
infantry, Ceffacks, and Calmucks, advanced from
twenty different places. Nothing was wanting in
his army; large cannon,, ficld-picces, ammuniti
on of all forts, provifions, and even medicines for
the fick : in this refpect he was greatly fuperior to
. his rival,

On
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Onx the fifteenth day of Juue 1709, he appeared
before Pultowa with an army of about fixty thou-
fand effeétive men. The river Worlklaw was be-
tween him and Charles,  The befliegers were en=
camped on the north-we(t fide of that river, the
Ruflians on the fouth-eaft,

PeTER afcends the river above the town, fixes
the barges, marches over with his whole force,
and draws a long line of inirenchments ¥, which
were begun and compleated in one night in the
face of the enemy. Charles might then eafily judge,
whether the perfon whom he fo much defpifed, and
whom he thought of dethroning at Moflcow, under=
ftood ithe art of war. ~ This difpofition being made,
Peter polted his horfe between two woods, and
cevered it with feveral redoubts, lined with artillery.
Having thus taken all neceffary precautions, he
went to reconnoitre the enemy’s camp in order to
form. the attack §

Tais battle was to decide the fate of Ruffia,
Poland, and Sweden, and of two monarchs, on
whom the eyes of all Europe were fixed  The
jgreateft part' of thofe nations who were attentive to
thefe important concerns, were equally ignorant
of the place where thefe two princes were, and of
their fituation 3 but knowing that Charles XI1I, had
leit Saxony, at the head of.a victorions army, and
that he was driving his enemy every where before
him, they no longer doubted that he would at length
entirely cruth him; and that as he had already

+ June 3, 1709, 3 $ July 1709,
given
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given laws to Denmark, Poland, and Germany, he
would ditarte conditions of peace in the Kremlin
of Mofcow, and makeé 2 new Czar, as he had al-
ready made a new king of Poland. I have feen
letters from f{everal public minifters to their refpec-
tive courts, confirming this general opinion.

Tue rifk was far from being equal between thefe
two great rivals. If Charles loft a life, which he
had fo often, and foolifhly expofed, there would
only have been one hero lefs in the world. « The
provinces of the Ukraine, the frontiers of Lithua-

nia and Ruflia, would then be delivered from their

calamities.  Poland would, together with her tran-
quillity, recover her lawful king, who had ' been
Jately reconciled to the Czar his benefactor ; and
laftly, Sweden, tho’ exhaulted of men and money,
might find motives of confolation under her heavy
loffes.

BuT if the Czar had perifhed, the public would
have been robbed of all thofe ufeful undertakings
which he had concerted and purfued for the bene-
fit of mankind ; and Ruflia would have relapfed in-
to the wofuk flate from which fhe had {o lately been
brought.

THERE had already been fome fmall fkirmifhes
between the detached parties of Swedes and Ruf-
fians, under the walls'of Pultowa.  In one of thefe
Chatles had been wounded with a fhot {from a ca-
rabine I, which had fhattered the bones of his beel.

He underwent feveral painful operations, which be

$ June 23. 1709,

bore

M
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bore with his ufual fortitude, but was confined to
his bed for fome days. In this fituation he was
informed, that Peter defigned to attack him. His
notions of glory would not fuffer him- to wait to be
attacked in his entrenchments: accordingly he
gave orders for drawing out his troops, and was
mi|  carried himfelf in a licter.  Peter the Great ac-
knowledges, in his journal, that the Swedes attac+
ked the redoubts that covered his cavalry, with
fuch obflinate valour, that, in fpite of the ftrongeft
refiflance from his cannon, they made themnfelves
mafters of two redoubts. Some wrirers fay, that
when the Swedifh infantry were in pofellion of the
two redoubts, they thought the day their own, and
began to cry out Victory. = Norberg the chaplain,
who was at fome great diftance from the field of
ol bartle, amongft the baggage, pretends, that this is
a calumny; but whether the Swedes cried out vic-
fi v torv or not, it is certain they were not victorious.
wif  The fire from the other redoubts was kept up with-
ikl out abating, and the refiftance made on every part
gl was as firm as the attack of their aflailants was vi=
) gorous. Ihey did not make one irregular move=
ment ; the Czar drew up his army before the en=
trenchments with great readinefs and order.

Tue battle now became general. Peter alted
as major general ; Baur commanded the right wing,
Menzikoff the left, and Scheremetow the center,
The action lafted two hours; Charles with a pifto}
in his hand went from rank to rank, carried by his
drabans in a litter, one of whom was killed by a

cannon-ball, and at the fame time the litter was
i fhattered
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fhattered in pieces. | He then ordered his men td

carry bim upon pikes; for it would have been difs
ficult in fo bloody an engagement, let Norberg fay

as he pleafes, to find a freth litter ready made.
Peter received feveral fhot in his cloaths and his
bat; both princes were in the mid@t of the fire,
during the whole a&ion.- At length, after two
hours defperate fighting, the Swedes gave way on
ali fides, and rell into confufion, fo that Charles
was obliged to fly with precipitation before Peter,
whom he had hitherto held in great contempt,
This very hero, who was not able to mount his
faddle during the battle, now fled for his life on
borle-back ; necefity gave him ftrength in his re-
treat ; he {uffered the Moft excruciating pain, which
Wwas increafed by the mortifying refleclion of being.

vauquithed, without hopes of ever again being-able-

to look his enemy in the face, - LIhe Ruflians rece
kened nine thoufand two hundred and twenty four
Swedes left dead on the ficld of battle, and between
two and three thoufand made prifoners in the actis
on, which were chiefly cavairy.,

CHarLEs, in his flight, was attended only by
fourteen thoufand men, a few field-pieces, and
very {mall quantity of provifionsand ammunition:
He directed his march fouthward, towards the Bo-
riflhenes, between the rivers Woifklaw and Sol L
in the country of the Zaporavians. Beyond the Bo=
rilthenes are large defarts, which lead to the fron-
tiers of Lurky. Norberg affirms, that the viors

§ Or Plel,
durft
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durft not purfue Charles ; yet he acknowledges,
that Menzikoff appeared on the adjoining eminen-
cesy with ten thoufand horfe, and a confliderable
train of artillery 1, while the king was pafling the
Borifthenes.

FourTeEN thoufand Swedes furrendered them-
felves prifoners of war to thefe ten thoufand Ruflie
ans 3 and Lewenhaupt, who commanded them,
figned the fatal capitulation, by which he gave up
thofe Zaporavians who had engaged in the fervice
of his mafter, and were then in the {lying army.
The chief perfons taken prifoners in the battle, and
by the capitulation, were count Piper, the firlt mi-
nifter, with two fecretaries of (late, and two of the
cabinet, field=-marfhal Renfchild, the generals Lew-
enbaupt, Slippembac, Rozen, Stakelber, Creutz,
and Hamilton, and three general aid-de-camps, the
auditor general of the army, fifty-nine ftaff-officers,
five colonels, among whom was the prince of Wire
temberg, fixteen thoufand nine hundred and forty
two private men and fubaltern officers; in fine,
reckoning the king’s domellics, and other atten-
dants on ‘the army, the conqueror took no lefs
thar eighteen thoufand feven hundred and forty fix
prifoners ; and, if we add nine thoufand two bun=
dred and twenty four flain in the batile, and near
two thoufand men that paffed the Borifthenes in the
king’s retinue, it appears plainly, that he bhad no
lefs than twenty feven thoufand effeclive men un=
der his command on that memorable day I.

4 July 12 r709.
§ The memoits of Peter the Great, by the pretended boyar Iwan
CHARLES
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Cuaries had begun his march from Saxony
with forty-five thoufand men; Lewenhaupt had
brought upwards of fixteen thoufand from Livonia,
and now this once flourithing and powerful army
was no more ; he loft in the morafles and on the
march, the whole of his artillery, except eighteen
brafs cannon, two haubitzers, and twelve mortars;
and with fo inconfiderable a force, he had under-
taken the fiege of Pultowa, and had attacked an ars
my provided with a formidable train of artillery.
Therefore his accufation is jull, of having {hewn
more courage than prudence, after departing from
Gernany.  Un the fide of the Ruflians there were
only fifty two officers, and one thoufand two hun=
dred comimon men killed ; which makes it app:ar
that Peter made a bettér difpofition of his troops
than Charles, and that the fire of the Ruflians was
infinitely fuperior to that of the Swedes.

WE find, in the memoirs of a forcign minifter
to the court of Ruflia, that Peter, on hearing of
Charles’s defign to take refuge in Turky, wrotea
friendly letter to him, defiring him not to take fo
defperate a refolution, but rather to believe his fa=
cred word, and truft bimfelf in hi- hands, than in
thofe of the natusral enemy of Chriftendom. He
gave him, at the fame time, his word of honour
not to detain him prifoner, but that all their differ-
ences fhould be terminated by a reafonable peace,

Neltefuranoy, printed at Amilerdam in 1739, fay, that the king of
Sweden, before he paffed the Borilthenes, fenta geveral officer with
propofals of peace to the Czar  The four volumes of thefe memoirs
ate cither a colle@ion of untruths and abfurdiics, or compilations from
COmIMON MEWS papers.

This
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This letter was fent by an exprefls as far as the ri-
tif wver Bug, which feparates the defarts of the Ukraine
g} from the Grand Seignior’s dominions. As the
ln| meffenger did not reach that place, till Charles had
entered Turky, he brought back the letter to his
maller. The fame minifter adds further, that he
had this account from the very perfon charged with
the letter . 'This anecdote is not altdgether im=
probable, but I do not meet with it in Peter’s jour-
nals, or in any of the memorials trufted to my care.
What is of greater importance with refpect to this
battle, was, its being the only one of a great num-
ber that have drenched the earth with blood, that
inflead of producing only deftruction, has proved
beneficial to mankind, fince by means of this, it
gave the Czar an opportunity of civilizing fo confi-
derable a part of the woild.
THERE have been upwards of two hundred pitch.
itk ed battles fought in Europe fince the beginning of
y this century, to the prefent year. The moft fignal,
and the moft bloody vicories, have produced no o-
ther confequences, than the reduction of a few pro-
vinces, y-elded afterwards by treaties, and retaken
o again by other battles. Armics of an hundred
b thoufand men have often engaged each other in the
ficld; but the moft violent efforts have been at-
tended only with momentary fucceflzs : the molt
trivial caufes have been productive of the greateft
effects. There is no example in modern hiftory of
any war that has compenfated by a greater good for

% This faét is likewife found in 3 letter, printed before the anccdotes
of Raffia, p. 23+
tha
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the many evils it has occafioned § for the happinefs
of the greatelt empire on the earth has re{ulted from
the battle of Pultowa,

o i g e B i g B G B B G B G B S
CH AP XERI

Confequences of the battle of Pultowa. Charles XII,
takes refuge among the Turks.  duguftus, whom
he had dethroned. recovers bhis dominions. Cone
quefls of Peter the Great,

The years 1709 and 1710.

F T E R the battle and purfuit was over, the
chief prifoners of rank were prefented to the
conqueror, who ordered their fwords to be return-
ed. and invited them to dine with him. It wasa
well known truth, that, on drinking to the officers,
he faid, ‘ To the health of my maflers in the art
of war.” However. moft of his mafters, particu-
larly the fubaltern officers, and all the private fol=
diers, were foon afterwards fent into Siberia. There
was no cartel eftablithed for exchange of prifoners
between the Ruffiane and Swedes ; the Czar indeed
had propofed one before the ficge of Pultowa, but
Charles rejefted the offer, and his troops were in
every thing the vi€tims of his inflexible haughtinefs
of temper.
I't was this unwarrantable obflinacy that occafis
oned
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ened all the misfortunes of Charles in Turky, and
a feries of adventures more becoming a Don Quixote
than a wife or prudent king; for as foon as he ac-
rived at Bender, he was advifed to write to the
Grand Vifier, as is the cuftom among the Turks;
but this he thought would be demeaning himfelf too
far. The like obftinacy made him fall our with all
the minifters of the Porte one after another; in
fhort, he knew not how to accommodate him/(elf
either to times or places.

Tue firlt news of the battle of Pultowa produ-
ted a general revolution in Poland, Saxony, Swe-
den, and Silefia. Charles, while all powerful in
thofe parts, had forced the emperor Joleph to take
an hundred and five churches from the Catholics in
favour of the Silefians of the cunfcflion of Augf-
burg. The Catholics there no fooner received news
of the defeat of Charles, than they repoflefled them=
felves of all the Lutheran temples. The Saxons
now thought of nothing but being revenged for the
extortions of a conqueror, who had robbed them,
according to their own account, of twenty three
millions of crowns.

THE king of Poland their ele€tor immediately
protefted againft the abdication that had been ex-
torted from him *, and being now reconciled to
the Czar, he ufed all poflible means to re-afcend
the Polith throne. Sweden, overwhelmed with
conflernation, thought their king for a long time

* Aug. 8. 1704,

Vor. L L dead,
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dead, and in this uncertainty the fenate knew not
what refolution to come to.

PeETER in the mean time determined to make
the beft ufe of his vi€tory, and therefore difpatched
marfhal Scheremetow with an army into Livonia, on
the frontiers of which province that general bad fo
often been viGorious., Prince Menzikoff was fent
in hafte with a numerous body of cavalry to fecond
the few troops left in Poland, and to encourage the
nobles who were in the interelt of Augultus, todrive
out his competitor, who was now confidered as no
better than a rebel, and to difperfe a body of Swedes
and troops that were ftill in that kingdom under
the command of general Craflau.

PeTer foon after fets out in perfon, marches
through the province of Kiow, and the palatinates
of Chelm and Upper Volhinia, and at length are
rives at Lublin, where he concerts mealures with
the general of Lithuania. He then reviews the
crown-troops, who all take the oath of allegiance
to king Avguftus; from thence he proceeds to
Waifaw, and at Thorn enjoyed the moft glorioug
of all triumphs ¥, that of receiving the thanks of
a king, whom he had reftored. Here it was that
he coucluded a treaty againit Sweden $, with the
kings of Denmark, Poland, and Pruflia; in which
it was refolved to recover from Charles all the con-
quelts of Gultavus Adolphus. Pcter revived the
ancicnt pretenfions ot the Czars to Livonia, Ingria,
Carelia, and part ot Finland ; Dcnmark laid claim

® Sept.18. 1709, . 4 0&. 7. 1709,
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™ to Scania, and the king of Pruffia to Pomerania.
! Trus had Charles XII by his unfuccefsful va-
%I Jour, fhook the noble edifice that had been erefed
2 by the fucceisful bravery of Guftavus Adolphus.
The Polith nobility came in on all fides to renew
their oaths to their king, or to alk pardon for hav-
ing deferted him ; and almoft the whole kingdom
acknowledged Peter for its prote&tor.

So unexpefted a revolution, with the fubfequent
treaties, made Staniflaus unable to make any furs
ther refiftance, and therefore refolved on refigning
Wil the crown, if the republic required it.

LR PETER having concerted all the neceflary mea=«
fures with the king of Poland, and ratified the trea=
ty with Denmark, pofted away to finith his negotis
ation with the king of Pruffia. It was not coms
mon for fovereign princes to perform the function
of their own ambaflidors. Peter was the firft who
introduced this cuftom, but few have followed his
example  The ecleCor of Brandenburg, the firik
king of Pruffia, had'a conference with the Czar at
Mareuverder, a fmall town firuated in the weltern
part of Pomerania, built by the old Teutonic
knights, and included'in the limits of Pruflia, iate~
ly made a kingdom. This country was but poor,
and of a {mall extent ; but its new king, whenever
e made a tour, difplayed the utmoft magnificence.
He had received Czar Peter with great fplendor at
his firt pafling through his dominions, when that
prince left his empire to improve himfelf among
foreigners. But he received the conqueror of
Charles XII. in a fill more pompous manner. Pe=
" L a ter

i
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ter for this time concluded only a defenfive treaty
with him *, which afterwards, however, completed
the ruin, of Bweden.

PeTer loft no time, and having difpatched all
his negotiations in a much fhorter time than am=
bafladors commonly do, joins his army then before
Riga, the capital of Livonia. He began by bom-
barding the place, and fired off the three firft bombs
himf(elf 43 then changed the fiege into a blockade,
and being well affured, that Riga could nat bold
out, he repaired to Peteriburg, to view and forward
the works carrying on there, the new buildings, and
fnifhing of his fleet; and having laid the keel of
a fhip of fifty-four guns, with his own hands, he
returned to Mofcow £, Here he amufed himlelf
with afifling in the preparations for the tri-
vippbal. entry, which he exhibited in that capi=
tal,  He diredted every thing relating to that fefs
tival, and was himf{elf the principal centriver and
manager. :

Twe year 1710 was begun with this folemnity,
{o neceflary to his fubjects, whom it infpired with
notions of grandeur, and was highly delightful to
cvery one who had been afraid of fecing the Swedes
enter as conquerors, over whom they were now
vitorious. Seven magnificent arches were built,
under which pafled the artillery, (landards, and
colours of the enemy, wirth all the officers, gene=
rals, and mioifters, who had been taken prifoners 5
all moved in proceflion on foot, amidft the ringing

* 0&, 20. 1709  Nov, ar, } Dec. 3,
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of bells, the found of trumpets, the difcharge of
an hundred pieces of cannon, and the acclamati=
ons of an innumerable concourfe of people, whofe
voices rent the air [he proceflion was clofed
by the viftorious army, with the generals at its
head on horfeback; and Peter, who marched in
his rank- of major general, brought up the rear.
At each triumphal arch f{lood the deputies
of the feveral orders of the [ate; and at
the lalt' was a chofen troop- of young geotle-
men, the fons of boyars, in Rounan habits, who
prefented their victorious monarch with a laurel
crown:

Turs public feftival was followed by another ce-
remony, which proved no lefs fatisfactory than the
former. In the year « 1038 happened an accoient
the more difagreecable to Peter, as his arms were
at that rime unfuccefsful — Mattheof his ambalifas
dor to the court of London, having had his audis
ence o: leave of Queen Anne, wa: arielled for
debt at the fuit of tome Englith merchants, and
carried before a jultice of the peace to give fecurity
for the monies he owed there.  Lhe merchants in-
filled that the laws of commerce ought to prevail
before the privileges of foreign. minifters; the
Czar’s ambailador, and with him-all the public mi-
nilters, protefted againit this proceeding, alledgimg,
that their perfons ought to be always inviolabie,
The Czar wrote to Queen Anne, demanding faufl-
faition for the infult offered him in the perfon of
his ambaflador

BuT the queen had it not in her power to ob=

L3 lige
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lige him, becaufe, by the laws of England, tradefs
men were allowed to profecute their debtors, and
there was no law that exempted public minifters
from fuch profecution. ‘The murder of Patkul
the Czar’'s ambaflador, who had been executed
the year before by the orders of Charles XII,
had emboldened the Englifh to fthew little regard
to a charafler which had been fo cruelly profane
ed. . ‘Lhe other public minifters then refiding at
the court of London, were obliged to be bound
for the Czar’s ambaflador ; and at length, all the
queen could do in his favour, was to prevail on
her parliament to pafs an a&, by which no one
for the future could arreft an ambaflador for debt;

but after the battle of Puitowa the Englith coust.

thought proper to give more public fatisfaGion to
the Czar.

Tre queen made by a formal embafly an excufe
for what had pafled 4. Mr. Whitwerth, the perfon
charged with this commiflion, began this harangue
with the following words, ¢ Mot high and migh=
ty Emperor.” He told the Czar, that the perfon
who had prefumed to arreft his ambaflador had been
imprifoned, and rendered infamous. There was
no truth in all this, but it was fufficient that he
faid fo; and the title of Emperor, which the queen
had not given Peter before the battle of Pultowa,
plainly fhewed of what confequence be was Jooked
on in Jurope,

‘Tuis title had been already granted him in Hol-

1 Feb. 16, 1710,
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Jand, not only by thofe who had been his fellows
workmen in the dock-yards at baardam, and feem-
ed to interelt themfielves moft in his glory,but like=
wife by the principal perfons in the ftate, who un-
animoufly ftiled him E. peror, and made public
rejoicings for his victory, even in the prefence of
the Swedith minifter.

THE great reputation which he had acquired by
his vi€ory of V'ultowa, was fill further encreafed
by his manner of improving it.  Firfl, he laid fiege
to Elbing, a Hanfe town of Regal Prufia in Po-
land, where the Swedes had fill a garrifon,  L'he
Ruflians mounted the walls, entered the town, and
the garrifon furrendered prifoners of war 4. ‘Lhis
was one of the belt magazines belonging to Charles
XII. The conquerors found therein onc hundred
and eighty three brafs cannon, and onc hundred
and fitty-feven wortars.  After the reduction of
Elbing t, Peter immediately haftened from Mof-
cow to Peterfburg: no foener was he arrived at
this larrer place than he took {hipping under his
new fortrefs of Cronflot, fcours the coafts of Care-
lia, and notwithftanding a violent florm, arrives
with bis fleet fatcly before Wybuig, the capital of
Carclia in Finlandi; while his land-forces advanced
over the frozen morafles, and in a fhort time the
capital of Livonia is clofely blockaded §; and after
a breach was made in the walls, Wyburg furrens
dered, and the garrifon, confifting of four thoufand
men, capitulated, but did not receive the honours

4 March 11. 1710,  Aprilay . § Jume 23,
of
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of war, being made prifoners notwithftanding the
capitulation. Peter complained of the enemy for
having made feveral infracions of this kind, and
promifed to fet thefe troops at liberty, as foon as
he fhould receive fatisfaCtion from the Swedes.

On this occafion the king of Sweden was to

be eonfulted, who continued as inflexible a3
ever; and thofe foldiers, whom he might have
fet free, remained in captivity. Thus king Wile
liam IIL. in .64, arrefled mar(hal Boufflers,
notwithftanding the capitulation of Namur, There
have been feveral initances of thefe violations of
treaties ; but it is to be wifthed there never had
been any.

AFTER the taking of this capital, the blockade
of Riga was changed into a regular ficge, and pufhs
ed on with vigour.  'hey were obliged to break the
ice on the river Dwina, which waters the north of
the city walls, An epidemical diftemper, which
had raged fome time in thofe parts, now got among
the foldiers, and carried off nine thoufand; yet the
fiege was not in the leaft abated. The garrifon at
laft capitulated, and were allowed the honours of
war §, butit was agreed by the capitulation, thatall
the Livonian oficers and f{oldiers fhould inlift into
the Ruflian fervice, as natives of a eountry that had
been difmembered from that empire, and ufurped
by the anceftors of Charles XII.  But the Livonians
were reftored to the privileges, of which his father
had fiript them, and all the officers entered into the

§ July 15,
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1 Czar’s fervice, This was the moft noble vengsance
My that Peter was capable of taking for the murder of
fhal his ambaflador Patkul, a Livonian, who had been
my put to death, for defending thofe privileges. The
e garrifon confifted of five thoufand men. A fhort
Vi) time afterwards, the citadal of Dunamund was ta-
e 4 ken, and the befiegers found in the cityand fortabove
i eight hundred picces of artillery.

A PeETER now wanted nathing to make himfelf
i entirely mafler of the province of Carelia, but the
e pofficflion of the ftrong city of Kexholm, buile
i on an ifland in the lake of Ladoga, and deem-
7l ed impregnables it was bombharded foon afe

ter, and furrendered in a fhort time * The
ifland of Qefel in the fea, bordering upon the
porth of Livonia, was fubdued with the fame
rapidity 1.

OUN the fide of Eftonia, a province of Livonia,
towards the vorth, and on the gulph of Finland,
are the towns of Pernau and Revel ; by the redugs
tion of thefe Peter compleated the conquctt of all
Livonia., Pgrpau furrendered after.a fiege of a
few days I, and Revel capitnlated withput waiting

e

l:“ to have a fingle cannen fired againit it §, but the
A befieged tound means 1o elude the conqueror, at
il the very time they were furrendering theml‘cl.ves
ﬁ'm- prifoners of war: for fome Swedifh fhips ha‘vm{g
ya anchored in the road, under favour of the night,
- the garrifon and moft of the citizens embarked on
rro board, and when the belegers entered the town,

“Sept, 194 1710, | Septa23s fAug, 25, § Sept. 1o,
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they were furprifed to find it deferted. When
Charles XII. gained the vi€tory of Narva, little did
he expet that his troops would one day be driven
to ufe fuch ftratagems.

In Poland, Staniflaus finding his army entirely
ruined, took fhelter in Pomerania, which fill be=
longed to Charles XII. Auguftus refumed the go-
vernment, and it was difficult to decide who had
acquired moft glory, Charles in dethroning him,
or Peter in reftoring him to his crown.

THE fubje€ts of the king of Sweden were flill
more unfortunate than that monarch himfelf.
The eontagicus ditemper, which had made fuch
havock eover Livonia, p.fled from thence into
Sweden; where, in the city of Stockholm, it
fwept away thirty thoufand perfons ; it likewife
defolated the provinces already almoft depopulated}
for during the fpace of ten years {ucceflively, moft
of the able-bodied men had quitted their country
to fcllow their mafler, and perifhed in foreigm
countries.

CuarvLEs’s bad fortune purfued him alfo in Po-
merania. His troops having come hither from Po-
land, to the number of eleven thoufand; the Uzar,
the kings of Denmark and Pruffia, the eletor of
‘Hanover, and the duke of Holitemn, joined together
to render this army ufelefs, and to oblige generak
Craflau, who commanded it, to fubmit to a neu=
trality, The regency of Stockholm hearing no
news of their king, and diftrcfled by the mortality
that raged in thar city, were glad to fign this neu-
trality, which promiled to deliver onc of its pro=

vinces
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vinces at leaft from the horrors of war. The em-
peror of Germany favoured this extraordinary con=-
Yention, by which it was @t pulated, that the Swe-
difh army then in Pomerania fhould not march
from thence to affiit their monarch in any other
part of the world; nay, it was furthermore refolved
in the German empire, to raife an army to fee this
moft extraordinary treaty executed. The reafon
of this was, that the emperor of Germany, who
was then at war with France, was in hopes to
engage the Swedith-army to enter into his fer=
vice. This whole negotiation was carried on
while Peter was f{ubduing Livonia, Eftonia and
Carelia.

CuarrLEes XII. who was all this time at Bender,
putting every ftraragem.in execution to engage the
divan to declare war againft the Czar, received this
news as one of the fevereft blows that could happen
him: he could not bear that the fenate of Stock=
holm fhould pretend to tie up the hands of his ar-
my; and it was on this occafion that he wrote them
word, that he would fend them one of his boots to
govern them.

Tue Danes were now making preparations to
invade Sweden; fo that every nation in Europe
was engaged in war. Spain, Portugal, Italy,
France, Germany, Holland, and England, were
contending for the dominions left by Charles IL
of Spain; and the whole north was up in arms
agamnlt Charles XII. There wanted only a quar=

rel with the Qttoman empire, for every village in
Europe
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Furope to be expofed to the ravages of war. This
quarrel happened through the jealoufy of the
urks foon afrer, when Peter had got to the top
of his glory.

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME.
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