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B N a nation divided like the Englifh, it could fcarce be expected, that the death  1558:
of one fovereign, and the acceflion of another, who was ftrongly fufpected to

have embraced oppofite principles to thofe which prevailed, could be the

fubject of univerfal fatisfaction :- Yet fo much were men difpleafed with the Queen’s po-
prefent condu of affairs, and fuch apprehenfions were entertained of futurity, pularity.
that the people, overlooking their theological difputes, expreffed a very general

and unfeigned joy that the fcepter had pafled into the hands of Elizabeth. That

princefs had difcovered great prudence in her conduét during the reign of her

fifter ; and as men were fenfible of the imminent danger to which fhe was every

3F 2 moment
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ily may fhe reign.” Thep

reffed a joy ftill more general and he

ited that
and glory which, during its whole courfe, fo uniformly attended it *.

1s commencement of this reign pr(muo;iu

when fhe heard of her fifter’s death ; and after a

London, thro” crowds of vilo firove

ftrongeft teftimony of their affections, On her
entrance into the Tower, fhe mu‘;( not forbear reflecting on the grear difference
b:tween her prefent fortune and that which a few years before had attended hier,

il

when fhe was conducted to that place as a prifoner, and lay there expofed to all

a

he bigotted mali vz‘*ry of her enemies. She fell on her knees, and expreffed her
thm ks to heaven, for the deliverance which the Almi ighty had granted her from
her bloody perfecutors; a_deliverance, fhe faid, no lefs miraculous than that
which Daniel had received from the den of lions. This a& of pious gratitude
{eems to have been the laft circumftance in which the remembered a; ny paft inju.
ries and hardfhips. With a prudence and magnanimity truly laudable, fhe buy-
ried all offences in oblivion, and received with affability even thofe who had acted
with the greateft virulence againft her. Sir Harry Bennifield himfelf, to whofe
cuftody fhe had been commxttcd, and who had treated her with uncommon feve-
rity, never felt, during the whole courfe of -her reign, any effe@ts of her refent-

mentt. Yet was not the gracious reception which fhe ¢ ute and un-

C\L»\, i roitty

diftinguithing. When the bifthops came in a body to make their obeifance to

. her, fhe exprefled to all of them fentiments of regard; except to Bonner, from
whom fhe turned afide, as from a man polluted with blood, who was a

je€t of horror to every heart fufceptible of humanity jj

Arrer employing afew days in ordering her domeftic affairs, Elizabeth noti-

fied to foreign courts, her fifter’s death, and her own acceffion to the crown,
She fent lord Cobham to the Low Countries, where Philip then refided; and fhe
took care to exprefs to that monarch, her gratitude for the protection which ha

had afforded her, and her defire of perfevering in that friendthip which was

happily
# Burnet, vol. II. p. 373 + 1hid. p. 374 I Ibid.  Heylin, p, 102,
g
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of fucceeding to the throne. And tho’ the pow

might ftill be fufficient, in oppofition to all pretenders, to fup

mafculine fpirit difdained fuch precarious dominion, which, as it would depend
folely on the power of another muft be exercifed according to his inclination *.
) 2 o

But while thefe views prevented her from entertaining any thoughts of a mar

a illc

with Philip, fhe gave him a very obliging, tho” evafive, anfwer; and he fi

retained fuch hopes of fuccefs, that he fent a meflenger to Rome, with orders to

follicit the a.i:;.'::‘. ation.
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Tre Queen too, on her fifter’s death, had wrote to Sir Edward Carne, the Eng-
lith ambaffador at ] y

~

t Rome, to fignify her acceflion to the po

a t te
nature of Paul broke thro” all the cautious meafures concerted by that young
princefs. He told Carne, that England was a fief of the holy fees and it was a

great temerity in her to have imed, without his participation. the title anc
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authority of Queen: That Elizabeth, being illegitimate, could not poflibly i
herit that kingdom 3 nor could he annul the fentence pronounced by Clement the
feventh, and Paul the third, with recard to Henry’s marriage: That were e
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406 HISTORY or ENGLAND.

Tue Queen, not to alarm the partizans of the catholic religion, had retained
eleven of her fifter’s councellors; but in order to ballance their authority, fhe
added eight more who were known to be affeétionate to the proteftant commu-
nion: The marquis of Northampton, the earl of Bedford, Sir Thomas Parry,
Sir Edward Rogers, Sir Ambrofe Cave, Sir Francis Knolles, Sir Nicholas Bacon,
whom fhe created lord keeper, and Sir William Cecil, fecretary of ftate *. With
thefe counfellors, particularly, Cecil, fhe frequently deliberated concerning the
expediency of reftoring the proteftant religion, and the means of executing that
great enterprize.  Cecil told her, that the greateft part of the nation had, ever
fince her father’s reign, inclined to the reformation ; and tho’ her fifter had con-
ftrained them to profefs the ancient faith, the cruelties exercifed by her minifters,
had ftill more alienated their affe¢tions from it : That happily the interefts of the
{overeign concurred here with the inclinations of the people; nor was her title to
the crown compatible with the authority of the Roman pontiff: That a fentence,
fo folemnly pronounced by two popes againft her mother’s marriage, could not
poflibly be recalled, without infli¢ting a mortal wound on the credit of the fee
of Rome; andeven if the was allowed to retain the crown, it would only be on
an uncertain and dependant footing : That this motive counterballanced all dan-
gers whatever ; and thefe dangers themfelves, if narrowly viewed, would be
found very little formidable: That the curfes and execrations of the Romifh
church, when not feconded by military force, were, in the prefent age, more
an object of ridicule than of terror, and had now as little influcnce in this world
as in the next : That tho’ the bigotry or ambition of Henry or’ Philip might in-
cline them to execute a fentence of excommunication againft her, their intereils
were fo incompatible, that they never could concur in any plan of operations 3
and the enmity of the one would always enfure to her the friendfhip of the other :
That if they encouraged the difcontents of her catholic fubjeéts, their dominions
alfo abounded with proteftants, and it would be ealy to retaliate that injury upon
them: Thateven fuch of the Englifh as feemed at prefent zealoufly attached to
the catholic fuith, would moft of them embrace the religion of their new fove-
reign 3 and the nation had of late been fo accuftomed to thefe revolutions, that
men had loft all idea of truth and falfehood in fuch fubjeéts : That the authority
of Henry the eighth, fo highly raifed by many concurring circumftances, firft
enured the people to this fubmiffive deference; and it was more eafy for the fuc-
ceeding princes to continue the nation in a train to which it had been fo long ac-
cuttomed : And that it would be eafy for her, by beftowing on proteftants al]

the

* Strype’s Ann. vol. I p. 5.
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the commiffions in civil offices and the militia, the church and the univerfities,
both to enfure her own authority, and to render her religion entirely predo-
minant ¥,

Tre education of Elizabeth, as well as her intereft, led her to favour the re-
formation ; and fhe remained not long in fufpenfe with regard to the party,
which fhe thou!d embrace : But tho’ determined in her own mind, fhe refolved
to proceed by gradual and fecure fteps, and not to imitate the example of Mary,
in encouraging the bigots of her party to make immediately a violent invafion
on the eftablithed religion . She thought it requifite, however, to difcover
fuch fymptoms of her intentions, as might give encouragement to the prote-
ftants, fo much deprefled by the late violent perfecution. She immediately re-
called all the exiles, and gave liberty to the prifoners who were confined on ac-
count of religion. 'We are told of a pleafantry of one Rainsford on this occa-
fion, who faid to the Queen, that he had a petition to prefent her in behalf of
other prifoners called Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John: She readily replied,
that it behoved her firft to confult the prifoners themfelves, and to learn of them
whether they defired that liberty, which he demanded for them f.

Erizasern alfo proceeded to exert, in favour of the reformers, fome a&s of
power, which were confiftent with the extent of the royal prerogative during that
age. Finding, that the proteftant teachers, irritated by perfecution, broke out
in a furious attack of the antient fuperftition, and that the Romanifts replied
with no lefs zeal and acrimeny, fhe publithed a proclamation, by which fhe
prohibited all preaching without a fpecial licence § ; and tho’ the difpenfed with
this prohibition in favour of fome preachers of her own fe&, the took care,
that they fhould be the moft calm and moderate of the party. She alfo fuf-
pended the laws fo far as to order a great part of the fervice; the litany, the
Lord’s prayer, the creed, and the gofpels; to be read in Englith, And having
firft publifhed injun&tions, that all the churches thould conform themfelves to the
practice of her own chappel, fhe forbade the hofte to be any more elevated in
her prefence ; an innovation, which, however frivolous it may appear, implied
the moft material confequences |.

Tuese declarations of her intention,. concurring with the preceding fufpicions,
made the bithops forcfee with certainty a revolution in religion. They there-
fore refufed to officiate at her coronation ; and it was with fome difficulty, that the

bithop
* Burnet, vol. 1I. p. 377. Camden, p. 370, + Burnet, vol. IL. p. 378. Camden, p. 371,
1 Heylin, p. 103. § Heylin, p.104. Strype, vol.I. p.4r1. || Camden, p. 371.

Heylin, p, 104, Strype, vol. L. p. 54. Stowe, p. 635,

Chap. I,
1558,
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tirely from the choice and inclination of the people.
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1550, ;\ sovereicN of this difpofition was not likely to offend her ful \bjeéts by any

or viclent exertions of power ; and I o’ the \E.,@,, out fuch

ufelef
hints as encouraged the prc&t{":;;_ﬂ.ts, (cu. ed the er

of the Parliament, which was mm:';tonc;,i t

A Farhhament. Ill?(‘t'mg
had gone entirely againft the catholics, who fcem not
great flruggle for the fuperiority ; and the m
inz the Queen in every particular, which the could d
the fefiion with an unanimous declaraticn, ¢ that Quee

¢ to be, as well by the word of God, as the comm : th

¢ realm, the lawful, undoubted, and true heir to the crown, lawfully defcended
from the blood-royal, according to the order of fucceflion, led i

«« of Henry VIII. §  This act of recognition was undout

Queen herfelf and her minifters; and the fhowed her

1N 1

~

moderation, in the terms, which fthe employed on that occafion

=4 % g s v e ol 1€ r,“()»\\kl
not Mary’s pradlce in declaring the validity of her mother’s marriage, or

o T ERTEIX | -7 n oo N
prefsly repealing the act formerly made againft her own legitimacy : She ]

that this attempt mult be attended with refletions on her father’s memaors

+ Burnet, vol. II. p. 380. Strype, vol. I. p. 29, I 1 Eliz, cap. 3.
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well as on the birth of her deceafed fifter; and as all the world were fenfible that
Henry’s divorce from Anne Boleyn was merely the effe® of his violence and
caprice, fhe {corned to found her title on any act of an affembly, which had too
much proftituted its authority by its former variable, fervile and iniquitous de-
cifions. Satisfied therefore in the general opinion entertained with regard to this
fa&, which appeared the more undoubted, the lefs anxiety fhe difcovered in
foriifying it by votes and enquiries ; fhe took pofleflion of the throne, both as
her birth-right, and as enfured to her by former a&@s of Parliament; and fhe
never appeared follicitous to diftinguifh thefe titles *,

Tae firft bill which was brought into the Parliament with a view of trying their
difpofition with regard to religion, was that for fupprefling the monafteries lately
ereCted, and for reftoring the tenths and firft-fruits to the Queen. This point
being gained without much difficulty, a bill was next introduced, annexing the
fupremacy to the crown ; and tho’ the Queen was there denominated governefs, not
bead, of the church, it conveyed the fame extenfive power, which had formerly
been exercifed by her father and brother. All the bithops who were prefent in the
upper houfe ftrenuoufly oppofed this law ; and as they pofiefied more learning
than the temporal peers, they triumphed in the argument; but the majority of
voices in that houfe, as well as among the commons, were againft them. By thig
act the crown, without the concurrence, either of the Parliament or even of the
convocation, was vefted with the whole fpiritual power 3 might reprefs all here-~
fies T, might eftablifh or repeal all canons, might alter’every point of difcipline, and
might ordain or abolifh any religious rite or ceremony 1. Inorder to exercife this
unlimited authority, the Queen, by a claufe of the a&t, was empowered to name
commifiioners, either laymen or clergymen, as fhe fhould think proper ; and on
this claufe was afterwards founded the court of ecclefiaftical commiffion ;5 which
aflumed very large difcretionary, not to {ay arbitrary powers, totally incompatible
with any exact limitations in the conftitution. Their proceedings indeed were
only confiftent with abfolute monarchy ; but were entirely fuitable to the genius
of the act on which they were eftablithed ; an a& that at once gave the crown
all the power, which had formerly been claimed by the popes, but which even
thefe ufurping prelates had never been able fully to exercife, without fome con-
currence of the clergy.

3G WHOEVER

¥ Camden, p.37z. Heylin, p. 107, 108:

+ In determining herefy, the crown was only limited (if that could be called 2 limitation) to fuch
doflrines as had been adjudged herefy, by the autherity of the Scripture, by the firft four general coun
cils, or by.any general council, which followed the Scripture as their rule, or to fiuch other do@rines
as (hould hereafter be denominated herefy by the Parliament and convocation. 1 Eliz. cap. z.

i 1 Eliz. cap. 1. 'This laft power was anew granted in the a& of uniformity, 1 Eliz, cap, 2.

Chap. 1,

1559,
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Whokever- refufed to take an oath, acknowledging the Queen’s fupremacy,
was incapacitated from holding any office ; whoever denied the fupremacy, or
attempted to deprive the Queen of that prerogative, forfeited, for the firft of-
fence, all their goods and chattels, for the fecond were fubjected to the. penalty
of a premunire; but the third offence was declared treafon. Thefe punithments,
however fevere, were lefs rigorous than fuch as were-formerly, during the.re’'gns
of her father and brother, infli&ed in like cafes.

A raw was pafled, confirming all the ftatutes enacted in- King Edward’s time
with regard to religion * : The nomination of bifliops was given to the crown
without any eleCtion of the chapters: The Queen was empowered, on the va-
cancy of any fee, to feize all the temporalities, and to beftow on:the bifhops-elect
an equivalent-in the impropriations belonging. to the crown. This pretended
equivalent was. commonly very much inferior in value; and thus the Queen,
amidft all her concern for religion, followed the example of the preceding  re-
formers, in committing depredations on the ecclefiaftical revenues.

Tue bifhops and all* incumbents were prohibited from alienating their reve-
nues, and from letting leafes longer than twenty-one years or three- lives. This
law feemed to be intended for fecuring the property of the churchj; but as an
exception-was-left in favour of the crown, great abufes ftill prevailed. It was
ufual for a courtier, during this reign, te make a tranfaltion with a bifhop or
incumbent ; and ‘to procure a fhamr alienation to the Queen, who afterwards
transferred the lands to the perfon-agreed on 4. This method of pillaging the
church was not remedied till the beginning of James the firft.” The prefent de-
preffion of the clergy expofed them to all injuries; and the laity never ftopped
till they had reduced the church to fuch poverty,- that her plunder was no longer
a compenfation for’ the odium incurred ‘by-it.

A sorLemn and public difputation was.held during this feffion, in prefence of lord
keeper Bacon, between the divines of the proteftant and thofe of the catholic party,
The champions appointed to defend the religion of the fovereign, were, as in
former inftances, entirely triumphant; and the popith difputants, being pronounced
refraétory and obftinate, were even punithed by imprifonment$. Emboldened
by this victory, the proteftants ventured on the laft-and moft important ftep,
and brought into Parliament a bill || for abolithing the mafs, and re-eﬁabli(‘qing
the liturgy of King Edward. Penalties were enacted, as well againft thofe who
departed from this mode of worfhip, as thofe who abfented themftlves from the
church and the facraments. And thus in one feffion, without any violence,

tumult,

* | Eliz. cap. 2. 4 Strype, vol. I p. 79. 1 Ibid. p.gs. Il 1 Eliz. cap. 2,
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tumult, or clamour, was the whole fyftem of religion altered, on the very com-
mencement of a reign, and by the will of a young woman, whofe title to the
crown was by many efteemed liable to great objetions : An event, whi h, tho’
it may appear furprizing to men in the prefent age, was every where expected
on the firft news of her acceflion.

TrE commons alfo made a facrifice to the Queen more difficult to obtain than
that of any articles of religion: They voted a fubfidy of four fhillings in the
pound on land, and two fhillings and eight pence on goods, together with two
fifteenths *.  The houfe in no inftance departed from the moft refpetful deference
and complaifance towards the Queen. Even the importunate addrefs, which
they made her on the conclufion of the feflion, to fix her choice of a hufband.
could not, they fuppofed, be very difagrecable to one of her fex and age. The
addrels was couched in the moft refpeétful expreflions 5 yet met with a refufal
from the Queen. She told the fpeaker, that as the application from the houfe
was conceived in general terms, only recommending marriage, without pretend-
ing to diret her choice of a hufband, fhe could not take offence at the addrefs,
or regard it as other than a new inftance of their affectionate attachment towards
her : That any farther interpofal on their part would have ill become either them
to make, as fubjelts, or her to hear as an independant princefs : That even while
fhe was a private perfon, and expofed to much danger, fhe had always declined
that engagement, which fhe regarded as an incumbrance; much more, at pre-
fent would fhe perfevere in that fentiment, when the charge of a great kingdom
was committed to her, and her life ought to be entirely dedicated to promoting
the interefts of religion and the happinefs of her fubjects : That as England was
her hufband, wedded to her by this pledge (and here fhe fhewed them her finger
with the fame gold ring upon it, with which fhe had folemnly betrothed herfelf

3G2 to

* The Parliament alfo granted the Queen the duties of tonnage and poundage; but this conceffion was
at that time regarded only as a matter of form, and fhe had levied thefe duties before they were voted
by the Parliament : But there was another exertion of power, which fhe praéifed, and which people,
in this age, from their ignorance of the antient conftitution, may be apt to think a little extraordinary.
Her fifter, after the commencement of the war with France, had, from her own authority, impofed
four marks on each ton of wine imported, and had encreafed the poundage a third on all commodities.
Queen Elizabeth continued thefe impofitions as long as fhe thought convenient. The Parliament, who
had fo good an opportunity of reﬁr:iining thefe arbitrary taxes, when they voted the tonnage and
poundage, thought proper not to make any mention of them: They knew, that-the fovereign, during
thatage, pretended to have the fole regulation of foreign trade, and that-their intermeddling with that
prerogative would have drawn on them the fevereft reproof, if not chaftifement. See Forbes, vel. I,
P- 132, 133. We know certainly from the flatates and journals, that no fuch impofitions were granted
by Parliament,

Chap. L.
1559
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to the kingdom at her inauguration) fo all Englithmen were her children; and
while fhe was employed in the rearing or governing fuch. a family, fhe could
not efteem herfelf barren; or her life ufelefs and unfruitful : That if fhe ever en-
tertained thoughts of changing her condition, the care of her fubje@s welfare
would ftill be uppermoft in her thoughts ; but fhould fhe live and die a virgin,
fhe doubted not but the divine providence, feconded by their counfels and her
own meafures, would be able to prevent all difpute with regard to the fucceffion,
and fecure them a fovereign, who, perhaps better than her own iflue, would
imitate her example in loving and cherifhing her people : And that for her part,
fhe defired that no higher chara&er, nor fairer remembrance of her fhould be
tranfmitted to pofterity, than to have this infcription engraved on her tomb-ftone,
vhen fhe fhould pay the laft debt to nature; ¢ Here lies Elizabeth, who lived
¢ and died a maiden Queen *.”?

ArTEr the prorogation of the Parliament 1, the laws, enated with regard to
religion, were put in execution, and met with no difturbance or oppofition from
any quarter. ‘The liturgy was again introduced in the vulgar tongue, and the
oath of fupremacy was tendered to the clergy. The number of bifhops had been
reduced to fourtcen by a very fickly feafon, which preceded; and all of thefe,
except the bithop of Landaffe, having refufed compliance, were degraded from
their {ees : But of the inferior clergy throughout all England, where there are
iear 10,000 parifhes, only eighty parifh rectors, fifty prebendaries, fifteen heads
of colleges, twelve archdeacons, and as many deans, facrificed their livings to
their religious principlesf. Thofe in high ecclefiaftical ftations, who were ex-
pofed to the eyes of the world, feem chiefly to have placed a point of honour in
their perfeverance; but on the whole, the proteftants, in the former change in-
troduced by Mary, appear to have been much more rigid and confcientious. Tho’
the catholic religion, adapting itfelf to the fenfes, and requiring obfervances,
which enter into the common train of life, does at prefent lay much fafter hold
of the mind than the reformed, which, being chiefly fpiritual, refembles more 3
fyftem of metaphyfics; yet was the proportion of zeal, as well as of knowlege,
during the firft ages after the reformation, much greater on the fide of the pro-
teftants. The catholics continued, ignorantly and fupinely, in their antient be-
hief, or rather their antient practices : But the reformers, obliged to difpute on every

occafiong

* Camden, p. 375. Sir Simon d’Ewes.

+ It is thought remarkable by Camden, that tho’ this feflion was the firft of the reign

was attainted ;' but on the contrary, fome reftored in blood by the Parliament,
the lenity, at leaft of the prudence of the Queen’s government.

1 Camden, p. 376. Heylin, p. 115. Strype, vol. L p.73. with fome fmall variations,
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occafion, and enflamed to a degree of enthufiafm by novelty and perfecution, Chap. L.
had ftrongly attached

themfclves to their tenets; and were ready to facrifice their
fortunes and even their lives, in defence of their fpeculative and abftra& prin-
ciples. -The forms and ceremonies, ftill preferved in the Englith liturgy, as they
bore fome refemblance to the antient fervice, tended farther to reconcile the catho-
lics to the eftablifhed religion 3 and as the Queen permitted no other mode of wor-
thip, and at the fame time ftruck out every thing that could be offenfive to them in .
the new liturgy *, even thofe addicted to the Romifh communion made no fcruple
of attending the eftablifhed church. Had Elizabeth gratified her own inclinations,
the exterior appearance, which is the chief circumftance with the people, would
have been ftill more fimilar between the new and the antient form- of worfhip
As fhe loved ftate and magnificence in every thing, fhe was fomewhat addicted
to the pomp of the catholic religion; and it was merely in compliance with the
prejudices of- her party, that the gave up either the images or the addrefles to the
faints, or prayers for the dead +. Some foreign princes interpofed to procure the
Romanifts the privilege of feparate affumblies in particular cities, but the Queen
would nogycomply with their requeft ; and reprefented the manifeft danger of
difturbing the national peaee by a toleration of different religions 1.

WhaiLE the Queen and Parliament were employed in fettling the public religion,
the negotiations for a peace were {till conduéted, firllt at Cercamp, then at Cha- peace witl
teau-Cambrefis, between the minifters of France, Spain, and England; andFrance.
Elizabeth, tho’ equally prudent, was not fo fuccefsful in this tranfaction. Philip
Cmployed his utmoft efforts to procure the reftitution of Calais, both as bound
in honour to indemnify England, which, merely on his account, had been drawn
into the war, and as engaged in intereft to remove France from his frontiers in
the Low Countries. So long as he entertained hopes of efpoufing the Queen,
he delayed concluding a peace with chry; and even after the change of religion
in England deprived him of all fuch views, his minifters hmted a propofal,

which may be regarded as reafonable and honoutable. . After all his own terms
with France were fettled

1

ed willing to continue the war, till the fhould
1 would ftipulate to adhere to the Spanifh alli-
ance, and continue hoftilities againft Henry, during the courfe of fix years|: But
Elizabeth, after confulting with her minifters, very wifely rejected this propofal.
She was fenfible of the low ftate of her finances; the great debts contralled
by her father, brother, and fifter; the diforders introduced into every part of
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obtain fatisfaltion 3 provided fl
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* Heylin, p. 111. + Burnet, vol. IL. p. 376. 397. Camden, p. 371. T Camden, p. 378,
3 e e %
Strype, vol. L, p.150; 370: | Forbes’s Full View, vol. I. p. 59.
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Chap.1. . the adminiftration ; the divifions by which her people were agitated ; and the
: was convinced that nothing but tranquillity during fome years could bring the
kingdom again into a flourifhing condition, or enable her to a& with dignity and
vigour, in* her tranfattions with foreign nations. Well acquainted with the
value which Henry put upon Calais, and the impofiibility of recovering it by
treaty during the prefent emergency, fhe was willing rather to fuffer that lofs,
than fubmit tofuch a dependance on Spain, as fhe muft expeét to fall into, if fhe
continued pertinacioufly in her prefent demand. She ordered, therefore, her am-
bafladors, the lord Effingham, the bithop of Ely, and Dr. Wotton, to conclude
the negociation, and to fettle a peace with Henry, on any reafonable terms, Henry
offered to flipulate a.marriage between the eldeft daughter of the dauphin, and
the eldeft fon of Elizabeth; and to engage for the reftitution of Calais as the
dowry of that princefs ; but as the Queen was fenfible that this treaty would
appear to the world a palpable evafion, fhe infifted upon more equitable, at leaft,
more plaufible conditions. It was at laft agreed, that Henry fhould reftore Ca-
lais at the expiration of eight years; that in cafe of failure, he fhould pay five
hundred thoufand crowns, and the Queen’s title to Calais till remaing that he
thould* find the fecurity of feven or eight foreign merchants, not natives of
France, for the payment of this fum; that he fhould deliver five holtages till
that fecurity was provided; that if Elizabeth broke the peace with France or
Scotland during that interval, fhe fhould forfeit all title to Calais; but if Henry
made war on Elizabeth, he fhould be obliged immediately to reffore that for-
trels |. Every perfon of penetration cafily faw, that thefe ftipulations were but
a colourable pretence for abandoning Calais; but they excufed the Queen on ac-
count of the neceflity of her affairs, and they even extolled her prudence, in fub-
mitting, without farther ftruggle, to that neceflity. A peace with Scotland was
a neceflary confequence of that with France,

Puivip and Henry concluded hottilities with a mutual reftitution of all places
taken during the courfe of the war; and Philip efpoufed the princefs Elizabeth,
cldeft davghter of , France, formerly betrothed to his fon Don Carlos. The duke
of Savoy married ,Margaret, Henry’s fifter, and obtained a reftitution of all his
dominions of Savoy and.Piedmont, except a few towns, retained by France.
And thus general tranquillity { emed to be reflored to Europe.

Difguft be- Bur the’ a peace was:figned and concluded between France and England
tween the S

Queen, and ‘there foon appeared.a ground of quarrel, of the moft ferious nature, and which
Mary Queen ayas afterwards attended with the moft important confequences. The two mar-

«of Scots.

& riages

1-Forbes, vol. I. p. 54. | Ibid. p. 68. Rymer, tom XV. p. 505.
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riages of Henry the eighth, that with Cathierine of Arragon, and that with Anne
Boleyn, were totally incompatible with each other, and it feemed impoflible
that both of them could be regarded as valid and legal : But ftill the birth of
Elizabeth lay under fome difadvantages, to which that of her fifter, Mary, -was
not expoled. Henry’s firlt marriage had obtained the fan&ion of all the powers,
both civil and ecclefiaftical, which were then acknowleged in England; and it
was.natural; for proteltants as well as, Romanifts, . to. allow, on account of the
fincere intention of the parties, that their iffue ought to be regarded as legitimate.
But his divorce, and fecond marriage, had been concluded in direct oppofition to
the fec of Rome; and the’ they had been ratified by the authority both of the
Englifh Parliament and convocation, thofe who were {trongly attached to the ca~
tholic church, and who.reafoned with great ftriGtnefs, were led. to regard them
as entirely inyalid, and to deny altogether the Queen’s right of fuceeffion, The
next heir of blood was the Queen of Scots, now married. to the davphin ; and
the great power of that princefs, joined to her plaufible title, rendered her a very
formidable rival to Elizabeth. The King of France had fecretly. been folliciting
at Rome a bull of excommunication againft the Queen ; and fhe had here been
beholden to the good offices of Philip, who, from intereft more than either
friendfhip or principle, had negociated in her favour, and had fuccefsfully oppofed
the pretenfions of. Henry. . But the court of France was not difcouraged with
this repulfe: The duke of Guife, and his brothers, thinking, that.it would-much
augment their credit, if their niece thould bring an acceffion of. England, as fhe
had already doneof, Scotland, .to the crown of France, engaged the King not to
neglect the claim; and, by their perfuafion, he ordered his fon and daughter-in-
law to affume openly the arms as. well as title of England, and to quarter thefe
arms on all their equipages, furniture, and liveries. When the Englith ambaf-
fador complained of this injury, he could obtain nothing but an evalive anfwer ;
that as the Queen of Scots was defcended from the blood royal of England, fhe
was ent.tled, by the example of many princes, to affume the arms of that king-
dom. But befides that this pratice had never prevailed without permiffion be-
ing firft obtained, and “without making a vifible difference between the arms,
Elizabeth plainly faw, that this pretenfion had not been advanced during the
reign of her fifter Mary ; and that, therefore, the King of France intended;
on the firft opportunity, to difptite her- legitimacy, and her title to the crown.
Alarmed with the danger, fhé thenceforth conceived a ftrong jcaloufy againft the
Queen of Scots; and was determined, as far as poffible,  to incapacitate fenry
from the execution of his project.  The {udden death of that monarch, who was
killed in a tournament at Paris, while he was ceiebrating the efpoufals of his

fifter

Chap. 1.
1559+




i1

Chap. L.

1559.

Scotch affairs.

e 1B TP A AN s AN St e - . : i

416 HISFTORY r ENGLAND.

fifter with the duke of Savoy, altered not her views. Being informed, that his
fucceflor, Francis the fecond, ftill continued to alfume, without referve, the title
of King of England, fhe began to confider him and his Queen as her moft mor-
tal enemies; and the prefent fituation of affairs in Scotland afforded her a fa-
vourable opportunity, both ofwevenging the injury and of providing for her own
fafety.

Tue murder of the cardinal-primate at St. Andrews, had deprived the Scotch
catholicsof a head whofe feverity, courage, and capacity had rendered him extremely
formidable to the innovators in religion ; and the execution of the laws againft
herefy began thenceforth to be much more remifs and gentle.  The Queen-re-
gent governed the kingdom by prudent and moderate councils; and as fhe was
not difpofed to facrifice the civil interefts of the ftate to the bigotry or interefts of
priefts, fhe efteemed it more expedient to temporize, and to connive at the pro-
grefs of a doctrine which fhe had not power entirely to reprefs. When informed
of the death of Edward, and the acceffion of Mary to the crown of England,
fhe entertained hopes, that the Scottith reformers, deprived of the countenance
which they received from that powerful kingdom, would lofe their ardour with
their profpect of fuccefs, and would gradually return to the faith of their an-
ceftors. But the progrefs and revolutions of religion are little governed by the
ufual maxims of civil policy ; and the event much difappointed the regent’s ex-
pectations. Many of the Englifh preachers, terrified with the feverity of Mary’s
government, took fhelter in Scotland, where they found more protettion, and a
milder adminiftration ; and while they propagated their theological tenets, they
filled that whole kingdom with a juft horror againft the cruelties of the bigoted
catholics, and fhowed their difciples the fate which they muft expe&, if evet their
adverfaries thould attain an uncontrouled authority over them.

A HIERARCHY, moderate in its acquifitions of power and riches, may fafely
grant a toleration to feCtaries ; and the more it abates the fervor of innovators
by lenity and liberty, the more fecurely will it poffefs thofe advantages which the
legal eftablifhments beftow uponit. But where fuperftition has raifed a church to
fuch an exorbitant height as that of Rome, perfecution is lefs the refult of bi-
gotry in the priells, than of a neceflary policy ; and the rigour of law is the only
method of repelling the attacks of men, who, befides religious zeal, have fo
many other. motives, derived both from public and private intereft, to engage
them on the fide of innovation. But tho’ fuch overgrown hierarchies may long
fupport themfelves by thefe violent expedients, the time comes, when feverities
tend only to enrage the new fectaries, and make them break thro’ all bounds of
reafon and moderation. , This crifis was now vilibly approaching in Scotland; and

1 whoever
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whoever confiders merely the tranfactions refulting from it, will be inclined to Chap. I
throw the blame equally on both parties ; whoever enlarges his view, and reflets  '55%
on the fituations, will obferve the neceflary progrefs of human affairs, and the
operation of thofe principles which are inherent in human nature.

Some heads of the reformers in Scotland, fuch as the earl of Argyle, his fon Reformation
lord Lorne, the earls of Morton, and Glencarne, Erfkine of Dun, and others, in Scotland.
finding the danger to which they were expofed, and defirous to propagate their
principles, entered privately into a bond or aflfociation ; and called themfelves
the Congregation of the Lord, in contradiftin@ion to the eftablifhed church, which
they denominated the Congregation of Satan. The tenor of the bond was as
follows: < We, perceiving how Satan, in his members, the antichrifts of our
‘“ time, do cruelly rage, fecking to overthrow and to deftroy the gofpel of Chrift
¢ and his congregation, ought, according to our bounden duty, to ftrive, in
our mafter’s caufe, even unto the death, being certain of the viGory in him.
We do therefore promife, before the majefty of God and his congregation,
that we, by his grace, fhall with all diligence continually apply our whole
power, fubftance, and our very lives, to maintain, fet forward, and eftablith
¢ the moft blefled word of God and his congregation; and fhall labour, by all
¢t poffible means, to have faithful minifters, truly and purely to minifter Chrift’s
gofpel and facraments to his people : We fhall maintain them, nourifh them,
and defend them, the whole congregation of Chrift, and every member there-
of, by our whole power, and at the hazard of our lives, againft Satan, and all
wicked power, who may intend tyranny and trouble againft the faid congre-
gation :  Unto which holy word and congregation we do join ourfelves ;  and
we forfake and renounce the congregation of Satan, with all the fuperftitious
abomination and idolatry thereof ; and moreover fhall declare ourfelves mani-
feftly enemies thereto, by this faithful promife befare God, teftified to this
congregation by our fubfcriptions. At Edinburgh, the third of Decem-
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Hap the fubfcribers of this zealous league been contented only to demand a
toleration of the new opinions ;. however incompatible their pretenfions might
have been with the policy of the church of Rome, they would have had the
praile of oppofing tyrannical laws, enacted to fupport an eftablithment prejudicial
to civil fociety :  But it is plain, that they carried their views much farther s and
their practice immediately difcovered the fpirit by which they were actuated.
Supported by the authority which, they thought, belonged to them as the con-

3 H gregatiom

* Xeith, p. 66. Knox, p. 101,
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Chap. I oregation of the Lord, they ordained, that prayers in-the vulgar tongue 1 fhould’
3% beufed in all the parifh churches of the kingdom ; and that preaching, and the
interpretation of the fcriprures fhould be pradtifed in private houfes, till God
fhould move the prince to grant public preaching by faithful and true minifters R
Such bonds of affociation are always the forerunners of rebellion; and this vio-
fent invafion of the eftablifhed religion was the actual commencement of it.

Berore this league was publicly known or avowed, the clergy, alarmed with
the progrefs of the reformation, attempted to recover their loft autharity, by a
violent exercife of poweér, which tended ftill farther to augment the zeal and
number of their enemies. Hamilton, the primate, feized Walter Mill; a prieft
of anirreproachable life, who had embraced the new doétrines ; and having tried
him at St. Andrews, condemned him to the flames for herefy.. Such general
averlion was difcovered to thisbarbarity, that it was fome time before the bifhops
could prevail on any ene to aét the part of a civil judge, and pronounce the fin-
tence upon him; and even after the time of his execution was fixed, all the
fhops of St. Andrews being fhut, no one would fell a rope to tie him to the ftake,
and the primate himfelf was obliged to furnith this implement. The man bore
the torture with that courage which, tho’ ufual on thefe occafions, always ap+
pears aftonithing and fupernatural to the multitude: The people, to exprefs their
abhorrence againft the cruelty of the priefts, raifed a monument of flones-on the
place of his execution ; and as faft as the ftones were removed by order of the
clergy, they were again fupplied from the voluntary zeal of the populace|. It
is vain for men to eppofe the fevereft punifhments to the united principles of reli-
gion and public applaufe; and this was the laft barbarity of the kind which
the catholics had the power to exercife in Scotland.

Some time after, the people difcovered their fentiments in fuch 2 manneras was
fufficient to prognofticate to the pricfts, the fate which was awaiting them. It
was ufual on the feftival of St. Giles, the tutelar faint of Edinburgh, to carry in
proceflion the image of that faint ; but the proteftants, in order to prevent the
ceremony, found means, on the eve of the feftival, to purloin the ftatue from
the church, and they pleafed themfelves with imagining the aftonithment and
difappointment of his votaries; The clergy, however, framed haftily a new
image, which, in derifion, was called by the people young St. Giles; and they
carried it thro” the ftreets, attended with all the ecclefiaftics in the town and
neighbourhood. - The multitude abftained from violence fo long as the Queen-

4 ; regent

t The reformers ufed at that time King Edward’s liturgy in Scotland, Forbes, p. 1575,
1 Keith, p: 66. Knox, p. 101, ! I Knox, p. 122,




B, D] Ve & B 'R T, 419

regent continued a fpetator, but the moment fhe retired, they invaded the idol,
threw it in the dirt, and broke it in pieces. The flight and terror of the priefts
and fryars, who, it was remarked, deferted, in his greateft diftrefs, the objeét of
their worfhip, was the fource of univerfal mockery and laughter.

Encouracep by all thefe appearances, the congregation proceeded with ala:
crity in openly folliciting fubfcriptions to their league; and the death of Maty
of England, with the acceflion of Elizabeth, which happened about this time,
contributed much to increafe their hopes of final fuccefs in their undertaking:
They ventured to prefent a petition to the regent, craving aséformation of the
church, and of the wicked, feandalous, and detefable lives of the prelates and ec-
clefiaftics *. They applied to the Parliament, by a petition, in which, after pre-
mifing, that they could not communicate with the damnable idolatry, and into-
lerable abufes of the papiftical church, they defired, that the laws againft here-
tics fhould be executed by the civil magiftrate alone, and that the feripture fhould
be the fole rule for judging of herefy +. They even petitioned the convocation,
and infifted that prayers fhould be faid in the vulgar tongue, and that bifhops
thould be chofen with the confent of the gentry of the diocefe, and priefts with
the confent of the parifthionersf. The regent prudently temporized between
thefe parties; and as the aimed at procuring a matrimonial crown for her fon+in-
law, the dauphin, fhe was, on that as well as other accounts, unwilling to come
to extremities with either of them.

Bur after this conceffion was obtained, flie received orders from France, pro-
bably dictated by the haughty #piric of her brothers, to proceed with: violence
againft the reformers, and to reftore the royal authority, by fome fignal act of
power |. She made the moft eminent of the proteftant teachers be cited to appear be-
fore the council at Stirling 5 but when their followers were marching thither in great
multitudes, in order to protect and countenance them, fhe entertained apprehen-
fions of an infurreétion, and diffipated the people by a promife §, that nothing
fhould be done to the prejudice of the minifters. This promife was violated s
and a fentence pafied, by which all the minifters were pronounced rebels, - on ac=

3H 2 count

* Knox, p. 121. + Ibid. p. 123. 1 Keith, p. 78, 8, 82, |l Melvil’s
Memoirs, p: 2i4. Jebb, vol, I. p. 446.

§ Knox, p. 127. We fhall fuggeft afterwards fome reafons to fufpe&, that, p’erhzips, nb exprefs
promife was given. Calumnies eafily arife during times of faQion; efpecidlly thofe of the religious
kind, when men think every art lawful for promoting their purpofe. The <ongregation in their mani-
fefto, where they enumerate all the articles of the régenit’s mal-adminiftration, do hot reproach her
with this breach of promife. It was probably nothing but a ramour fpread abroad to catch the popu-
face. If the papifis have fometimes maintained, that no faith was to be kept with herétics, their ad-
verfaries feem alfo to have thought, that no trath oughit ite be told of idolaters.
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count of their not appearing. A meafure, fo rath and ill advifed, enraged the
people, and made them refolve to refift her authority by force of arms, and to
proceed to extremity againft the clergy of the eftablifhed religion.

In this critical time John Knox arrived from Geneva, where he had paffed
fome years in banithment, and where he had imbibed, from his commerce with
Calvin, the higheft fanaticifm of his fect, augmented by the natural ferocity of
his own charaéter. - He had been invited back to Scotland by the leaders of the
reformation ; ‘and mounting the pulpit at Perth, during the prefent ferment of
mens minds, he declaimed with his ufual vehemence againft the idolatry and other
abominations of the church of Rome, and incited his audience to exert their ut-
moft zeal for its fubverfion. A prieft was fo imprudent, after this fermon, as
to open his repofitory of images and relicts, and prepare himfelf to fay mafs.
The audience, who were wrought up to a difpofition for any furious enterprize,
were as much enraged as if the fpectacle had not been quite familiar to them :
They attacked the prieft with fury, broke the images in picces, tore the pictures,,
overthrew the altirs, fcattered about the facred vafes 3 and left no implement of
idolatrous worfhip, as they called it, entire or unbroken. They thence proceeded
with additional numbers, and augmented rage, to the monafteries of the Grey
and Black friars, which they pillaged in an inftant: The Carthufians underwent
the fame fate ; and the populace, not content with robbing and expelling the
monks, vented their fury on the buildings, which had been the recepticles of
fuch abomination ; and in a very little time nothing but the walls of thefe ftately

edifices were left ftanding.  The inhabitants of Couper in Fife foon after imi-
tated the example *.

Tue Queen-regent, provoked at thefe violences, affembled an army, and pre-
pared to chaftife the rebels. She had about two thoufand French under her
command, with a few Scotch troops; and being affifted with fuch. of the nobi.
lity as were well affected to her, fhe pitched her camp within ten miles of Perth.
Even the earl of Argyle, and the lord James Stuart, prior of St. Andrew’s, the
Qucen’s natural brother, tho” deeply engaged with the reformers, attended the
regent in this enterprize, either becaufe they blamed the fury of the populace,,
or hoped by their influence and authority to mediate fome agreement: between the
parties. 'The congregation, on the other hand, made preparations. for defence ;
and being joined by the earl of Glencarne from the Wetft, and being countenanced
by many of the nobility and gentry, they appeared formidable from their numbers,
as well as the zeal by which they were animated. They fent an addrefs to the re-

gent,
7 * Spotfvood,, p. 121.  Knox, p. 127,
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gent, where they plainly infinuated, that if they were purfued to extremity, by
the cruel beafts, the churchmen, they would have recourfe to foreign powers for
afliftance ; and they fubfcribed themfelves her faithful fubjects in all things not
repugnant to God ; affuming, at the fame time, the name of the faithful con-
gregation of Chrift Jefus*, They applied to the nobility attending her, and
maintained, that their palt violences were juftified by the word of God, which
commands the godly to deftroy idolatry, and all the monuments of it ; that tho’
all civil authority was facred, yet was there a great difference between the autho-
rity and the perfons who exercifed it +; and that it ought to be confidered, whe-
ther or not thofe abominations, called by the peftilent papifts, religion, and which
they defend by fire and fword, be the true religi-n of Chritt Jefus. They re-
monftrated with fuch of the Queen’s army as had formerly embraced their party,
and told them, ¢¢ That as they were already reputed traitors by God, they fhould
¢ likewife be excommunicated from their fociety, ard from the participation of
* the facraments of the church, which God by his mighty power had erected
“ among them ; whofe minifters have the fame authority which Chrift granted

““ to hisapoftles in thefe words, Whofe fins ye fball forgive fhall be forgiven, and

“ whofe fins ye fhall retain fhall be retained§.” We may here fec that thefe new
faints were no lefs lofty in their pretenfions than the ancient hierarchy; and it
was therefore no wonder they were enraged againft thefe latter as their rivals in
dominion. They joined to all thefe declarations an addrefs to the effablifhed
church ; and they affized this title toit. *¢ To the generation of antichrift, the
“ peftilent prelates and their /bavelings || in Scotland, the congregation of Chrift
“ Jefus within the fame fayeth.” The tenor of the manifefto was agreeable to the
title. They told the ecclefiaftics, ““ As ye by tyranny intend not only to deftroy
“ our bodies, but alfo by the fame to hold our fouls in bondage of the devil,
* fubject to idolatry ; fo fhall we, with all the force and power which God fhall
“ grant unto us, execute juft vengeance and punifhment upon you: Yea, we
“ fhall begin that fame war which God commanded Ifrael to execute againft the
‘¢ Canaanites ; that is, contratt of peace fhall never be made, till ye defift from.
“ your open idolatry, and cruel perfecution of God’s children. And this, in
¢ the name of the egernal God, and of his fon, Chrit Jefus, whofe verity we
‘¢ profels, and gofpel we have preached, and holy facraments rightly admini-
¢ ftered, we fignify unto you, to be our intent, fo far as God will affit us to
¢ withftand your idolatry. Take this for warning, and be not deceived §. > With
thele outrageous {ymptoms commenced that cant, hypocrify, and fanaticifm

which:

* Knox, p. 129, + Ibid. p. 131, 1 Ibid. p. 133, Il A contemptuoss
germ for a prieft, §. Keith, p. 85, 86, 87. Kaox, p. 114,
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p. 184, where it is not fo much as pretended.

.armies. Knox, p. 164, 16;. Andeven if'they had been in French pay,

-of Perth were tried or punithed for their paft offences;. but only that the
«quartering of foldiers: And the congregation in their manifefto,
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which long infefted that kingdom; and which, tho® now mollified by the lenity
of the civil power, isftill ready to break out.on all occafions,

Tue Queen-regent, finding fuch obftinate zeal in the malecontents, was con.
tented to embrace the councils of Argyle and the prior of St. Andrew’s, and te
form an accommodation with them. She was received into Perth, which fubmit-
ted to her, on promifing an indemnity of paft offences, and engaging not to
leave any French garrifon in the place. This capitulation, it is pretended, wag
not exactly obferved. Some of the inhabitants were molefted on account of the

Jate violences; and fome companies of Sco'ch foldiers, fuppofed to be in French

pay, were quartered in the town; which ftep, tho’ taken under a very plaufible

-pretext, was regarded by the congregation as an infraction of the treaty *, It s

afferted, that the regent, to juftify thefe meafures, declared, that princes
ought not to have their promifes too ftrictly urged upon them ; nor was any faith
to be kept with heretics: And that for her part, could fhe find as good a colour

:of reafon, the would willingly bereave all thefe men of their lives and fortunes +,

But it is no way likely, that fuch expreffions dropt from this prudent and vir-
tuous princefs. On -the contrary, it appears, that thefe violences were very dif-
agreeable to her ; that the was in this particular over-ruled by the authority of the
French counfellors placed about her; and that fhe often thought, if the manage-
ment of. thefe affairs had been entrufted wholly to herfelf, fhe could eafily, with-
-out force, have accommodated all differences i

THE congregation enflamed with their own zeal, and enraged with thefe dif

-appointments, remained not long in tranquillity. Even before they left Perth,

and

* Knox, p. 139. t Ibid. Spotfwood, p. 123.

1 Spotfivood, p. 146. Melvil, p. 29, Knox, p. 22z, 228 Lefly, lib. x.

tivor j . That there was re-
ally no violation of the capitulation of Perth, appears from the manifefto of

1€ congregation in Knox,
: : ‘The companies of Scotch foldiers were, probably, in
Scotch pay, fince the congregation complains, that the country was opprefied with taxes to maintain
it were no breach of the capitu-
P- 139, thatany of the inhabitants
y were opprefled with the

of foldie : fay only that many of them had fled
for fear. This plain dete@ion of the calumny with regard to the breach of the <apitulation of Perth,,

may make us fufpe@t a like calumny with regard to the promife pretended not to give fentence a ainft
‘the minifters. 'The affair lay altogether between the regent and the laird of Dun ; ang that ggmfe
man, tho’ a man of fenfe and chara&er, might be willing to take fome general profeffions for pl‘omi{c:s_
If the Queen, cover awed by the power of the congregation, gave fuch a promife, in order to have li:

berty to preceed to a {entence ; how could the expet to have power:to exccute a fentence £, treacl
soufly obtained ? And to what purpofe could it ferve ? —

lation, fince they were national troops, not French. Knox does not fay,
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and while as yet they had no colour to complain of any violation of treaty, they
had figned a new covenant, in which, befides their engagements to mutual de-
fence, they vowed in the name of God to employ their whole power in deftroying
every thing. that difhonoured his holy name; and this covenant was fubfcribed,
among others, by Argyle and the prior of St. Andrew’s *. Thefe two leaders
now defired no better pretext for deferting the regent and openly joining their
affociates,. than the complaints, ‘however doubtful, or rather falfe, of her breach:
of promife. The congregation alfo, encouraged by this acceffion of force, gave
up themfelves entirely to the furious zeal of Knox, and renewed at Crail, An-
ftruther, and other places in Fife, like depredations on the churches and mona-
fteries with thofe formerly committed at Perth and Couper. The regent, who
marched againft them with- her army, finding their power fo much increafed,
was glad to conclude a truce for a few days, and to pafs over with her forces to
the Lothians. The infurgents befieged and took Perth proceeded thence to

Stirling, where they exercifed their ufual fury ; and finding nothing able to refift-

them, they bent their march to Edinburgh, the inhabitants of which, as they
had already anticipated the zeal of the congregation againft the churches and
monafteries, . gladly opened their gates to them. . The regent, with the few
forces which remained with her, took fhelter in Dunbar, where fhe fhut herfelf
up, in expectation of a reinforcement from France,

MEeanwniLe, fhe employed her partizans in reprefenting to the people the
dangerous confequences of this open rebellion ; and fhe endeavoured to convince
them, that the lord James, under pretence of religion, had formed the fcheme
of wrefting the fcepter from the hands of the fovereign. By thefe confiderations
many were engaged to defert the army of the congregation; but much more by
the want of- pay or any means of fubfiftance; and the regent, obferving the in-
furgents to be much weakened, ventured to march to Edinburgh, with a defign
to [upprefs them, On the interpofal of the duke of Chatelraut, who ftill adhered
to her, fhe agreed to a capitulation, in which fhe granted them a toleration of
their religion, and they engaged to commit no farther depredations on the
churches. Soon after they evacuated the city of Edinburgh; and before they left
it, they proclaimed the articles of agreement ; but they took care to publith only

the articles favourable to themfelves, and they were guilty of an impofture, in -

adding one to the number, viz. that idolitry fhall not again be.ereéted in any
place where it was at that time. fupprefled 1.
An-
* Keith; p.89. Knox, p. 138.
I Knox, p. 153, 154, 155. This author pretends that this article was agreed to verbally, but that

the Queen’s fcribes omitted it in the - treaty which was figned, This-ftory is very unlikely, or
ratlh.ea
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An agreement concluded, while men’s minds were in this difpofition, could
not be durable ; and both fides endeavoured to ftrengthen themfelves as much as
poffible, againft the enfuing rupture, which appeared inevitable. The regent
having got a reinforcement of zo00 men from France, began to fortify Leiths
and the congregation feduced the duke of Chatelraut to their party, who had
long appeared inclined to them, and who was at laft determined by the arrival of
his fon, the earl of Arran, from France, where he had efcaped many dangers,
from the jealoufy, as well as bigotry, of Henry and the duke of Guife, More
French troops foon after difembarked under the command of La Broffe, who
was followed by the bifhop of Amiens and three deétors of the Sorbonne.  Thefe
laft were fupplied with ftore of fyllogifms, authorities, citations, and fcholaftic
arguments, which they intended to oppofe to the Scotch preachers, and which,
they juftly prefumed, would acquire force, and operate convi&ion on mens minds,
by the influence of the French arms and artillery *.

Tue conftable Montmorency had always oppofed the marriage of the Queen
of Scots with the dauphin, and bad foretold, that, by forming fuch clofe con-
nexions with Scotland, the antient league would be diffolved ; and the natives
of that kingdom, jealous of a foreign yoke, would foon become, inftead
of allies, attached by intereft and inclination, the moft inveterate ene-
mies to the French dominion. But tho’ the event feemed now to have Jufti-
fied the prudence of that aged minifter, it is not improbable, confidering the
violence of the councils, by which France was governed, that the infurrefion
was efteemed a favourable event 5 as affording a pretence for fending over armics,
for entirely fubduing the country, for attainting the rebels +, and. for preparing
ieans thence to invade England, and fupport Mary’s title to the crown of that
kingdom. The leaders of the congregation, well acquainted with thefe views,
were not infenfible of their danger, and faw that their only fafety confifled in the
vigour and fuccefs of their mealures. They were encouraged by the intelligence
received of the fudden death of Henry the fecond ; and having paffed az act
from.thcir own authority, depriving the Queen dowager of the regency, and
ordering all the French troops to evacuate the kingdom, they colleCted forces
to put their edi¢t in execution againft them. They became mafters

‘ a o
Edinburgh ; but found themfelves unable to keep long poffeflion of th::uc]it;

Their

rather very abfurd ; and in the meantime it is allowed, that the article is not in the treaty: N. 4
the congregation in their {fubfequent manifefto infift upon it. ke

* Spotlwood, p,134. Thuan. lib XXIV, <. 10,
XXIV. c.13. 3

Knox, p.184.
+ Forbes, vol. L. p, 139. Thuan. lik.
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Their tumultuary armies, affembled in hafte, and fupported by no pay, foon Chap. L.
feparated themfelves upon the leaft difafter, or even any delay of fuccefs 5 and '35
were incapable of refifting fuch veteran troops as the French, who were alfo fe-

conded by fome of the Scotch nobility, among whom the earl of Bothwel dif-
tinguifhed himfelf. Hearing that the marquis of Elbeuf, brother to the regent,

was levying a2 new army againft them in Germany, they thought themfelves ex-

cufable for applying, in this extremity, to the afliftance of England ; and as the
{fympathy of religion, as well as regard’ to national liberty, had now counter:
ballanced the antient animofity againft that kingdom, this meafure was the refult

of inclination no lefs than of intereft . Maitland of Ledington, therefore,

and Robert Melvil, were fecretly difpatched by the Congregation to follicit - fuc-

cours from Elizabeth.
Tue wile council of Elizabeth deliberated not long in affenting to' this pro- Interpofal of

- 5 - sy s 3 .. the Queen in
pofal, which concurred fo well with their views and interefts. Cecil in parti- Scotch affairs,

cular reprefented to the Queen, that the union of the crowns of Scotland and
France, both of them the hereditary enemies of England, was ever regarded as
a very pernicious event ; and her father, as well as prote€tor Somerfer, had em-
ployed every expedient, both of war and negotiation, to prevent it: That the
claim, which Mary pretended to the crown, rendered the prefent fituation of
England ftill more dangerous, and demanded, on the part of the Queen, the
greateft vigilance and precaution: That the capacity, ambition, and exorbitant
views of the family of Guife, who now entirely governed the French councils,
were fufficiently known, and they themfclves made no fecret of their defign to
advance their niece to the throne of England: That deeming themfelves fecure
of fuccefs, they had already, very imprudently and prematurely, taken off the
mafk ; and Throcmorton, the Englith ambaffador at Paris, fent over, by every
courier, inconteftible proofs of their hoftile intentions * : That they only waited
till Scotland thould be entirely fubdued ; and having thus deprived the Englith
of the advantage, refulting from their fituation and naval power, they prepared
means for {ubverting the Queen’s authority : That the zealous catholics in Eng-
land, difcontented with the prefent government, and fatisfied with the legality
31 of
1 The Scotch lords in their declaration fay, * How far we have fought fupport of England, or of
¢ any other prince, and what juft caufe we had and have {o to do, we fhall fhortly make manifeit
¢ unto the world, to the praife of God’s holy name, and to the confufion of all thofe that flander ug
for {fo doing : For this we fear not to confefs, that, as in this enterprize againft the devil, againft
¢ idolatry and the maintainers of the fame, we chiefly and only {feek God’s glory to be ndtified un:
“ men, fin to be punifhed, and virtue to be maintained ; {o where power faileth of ourfelves, we wit-
<« feek it, wherefoever God fhall offer the fame.”” Knox, p. 176.
i * Forbes, vol. L. p. 134, 136, 149, 150, 159, 165, 181, 194, 229; 231, 235—241, 253.
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of Mary’s title, would bring them confiderable reinforcement, and would difturb
every meafure of defence againft that formidable power : That the only expedi-
ent for preventing thefe defigns was to feize the prefent opportunity, and take
advantage of a like zeal in the proteftants of Scotland ; nor could any doubt be
entertained with regard to the juftice of a meafure, founded on fuch evident ne-
ceflity, and directed only to the ends of felf prefervation: That tho’ a French
war, attended with great expence, feemed the neceflary confequence of fupport-
ing the Scotch malecontents, that power, if removed to the continent, could
never be very formidable ; and a fmall difburfement at prefent would in the end
be found the greateft frugality: And that the domeftic diffentions of France,
which every day augmented, together with the fupport of Philip, who, notwith
ftanding all his bigotry and hypocrify, would never permit the entire conqueft of
England, were fufficient to fecure the Queen againft the dangerous ambition and
refentment of the houfe of Guife +.

EL1zaBeTw’s propenfity to caution and ceconomy were, tho’ with fome dif-
ficulty I, overcome by thele powerful motives ; and fhe prepared herfelf to fup-
port by arms and money the declining affairs of the Congregation in Scotland,
She equiped a fleet, which confifted of thirteen fhips of war; and giving the
command of it to Winter, fhe fent it to the Firth of Forth: She named the
young duke of Norfolk her lieutenant in the northern counties, and affembled at
Berwic an army of eight thoufand men under the command of lord Gray, war-
den of the eaft and middle marches. Tho’ the court of France, fenfible of the
danger, offered her to make immediate reftitution of Calais, provided fhe would
not interpofe in the affairs of Scotland ; fhe refolutely told them, that fhe never
would put an inconfiderable fither-town in competition with the fafety of her
whole dominions *; and fhe ftill continued her preparations. She concluded a
treaty of mutual defence with the congregation, which was to laft during the
marriage of the Queen of Scots with Francis and a year after; and fhe promifed
never to defift till the French had entirely evacuated Scotland L. And having
thus taken all proper meafures for fuccefs, and received from the Scotch fix
hoftages for the performance of articles, fhe ordered her fleet and army to be-
gin their operations.

Tue appearance of Elizabeth’s fleet in the Firth very much difconcerted
the French army, who were at that time ravaging the county of Fife;
2

and
+ Forbes, vol. I. p. 387. Jebb, vol.I. p. 448. Keith, append. 24. 1 Forbes, vol. T
P- 454, 460. * Spotfwood, p. 146. + Knox, p. z17.  Haynes’s State Papers, vol, I

p.153. Rymer, tom. XV, p. 569.
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and obliged them to make a circuit by Stirling, in order to reach Leith, where Chap. I
they fhut themfelves up, and prepared for defence. The Englith army, rein- 169,
forced by s0co Scotch *, fat down before Leith; and after two fkirmifhes, in
the former of which, the Englith had the advantage, in the latter the French,
they began to batter the town; and tho’ repulfed with confiderable lofs in a rath
and ill conduéted affault, they reduced the garrifon to great difficulties. Their
diftrefs was augmented by two events ; the difperfion by a ftorm of d’Elbeuf’s
fleet, which carried a confiderable army on board 1, and the death of the Queen
regent, who expired about this time in the caftle of Edinburgh; a woman en-
dowed with all the capacity which fhone forth in her family, but pofiefied of
much more virtue and moderation than appeared in the conduét of the other
branches of it. The French, who found it impoffible to fubfift for want of
provifions, and who faw that the Englith were continually reinforced by new
numbers, were obliged to capitulate. And the bifhop of Valence and count sth July.
Randan, plenipotentiaries from France, figned a treaty at Edinburgh with Cecil
and Dr. Wotton, whom Elizabeth had fent to Edinburgh for that purpofe. It Settlementof
was there ftipulated, that the French fhould, all of them, inftantly evacuate Scotland.
Scotland ; that the King and Queen of France and Scotland fhould thenceforth
abftain from bearing the arms of England, or affuming the title of that king-
dom; that farther fatisfattion for the injury already done in that particular
fhould be granted Elizabeth ; and that commiffioners fhould meet to fettle this
point, or if they could not agree, that the King of Spain fhould be arbiter be-
tween the crowns. Befides thefe ftipulations, which regarded England, fome
conceflions were granted to the Scotch, which the plenipotentiaries, in the name
of the King and Queen of France and Scotland, promifed in the treaty with Eliza-
beth to obferve; that an amnefty fhould be publifhed for all paft offences ; that
ncne but natives thould be put into any office in Scotland ; that the ftates thould
name twenty-four perfons, of whom the Queen of Scots thould chufe feven, and
the ftates five, and in the hands of thefe twelve fhould the whole adminiftration
be placed during that Queen’s abfence ; and that Mary fhould -neither make
peace nor war without confent of the ftates f. In order to haften the execution
of this important treaty Elizabeth fent fhips, by which the whole French forces
were tranfported into their own country.

Taus all Europe faw, in the fiift tranfaction of this reign, the genius and
capacity of the Queen and her minifters. She difcerned at a diftance the danger,

3l 2 which

* Haynes, vol. I. p. 256, 259. + Ibid. p.223. 1 Rymer, vol. XV. p. 593. Keith,
p.137. Spotfwood, p. 147. Knox, p. 22g.
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which threatened her ; and took inftantly vigorous meafures to prevent it. Mak-
ing all the poffible advantages of her fituation, fhe proceeded with celerity to a
decifion; and was not diverted by any offers, negotiations, or remonftrances of
the French court. She ftopped not till fhe bhad brought the matter to a final
iffbe 3 and had converted that very power, to which her enemies trufted for her
deftruction, into her firmeft fupport and feourity. By exa&ing no improper
conditions from the Scotch infurgents, even during their greateft diftrefs, fhe
eftablifhed an entire confidence with them ; and having cemented the union by
all the tyesof gratitude, intereft and religion, fhe now poffeffed an influence over
them above what remained even with their native fovereign. The regard which
the acquired by this dextrous and fpirited conduét, gave her every where, abroad
as well as at home, more authority than had attended her fifter, tho’ {upported
by all the power of the Spunifh monarchy *.

Tz fubfequent meafures of the Scotch reformers tended fill more to cement
their union with England.  Being entirely mafters of the kingdom, they made
no farther ceremony or feruple, in fully effeing their purpofe. In the treaty
of Edinburgh it had been agreed, that a Parliament or convention fheuld foon
be affembled ; and the leaders of the Congregation, not waiting till the Queen
of Scots fhould ratify that treaty, thought themfelves fully intitled, without the
fovereign’s authority, immediately to fummon a Parliament. The reformers,
prefented a petition to this affembly ; where they are not contented with defiring
the eftablifhment of their doctrine; they alfo apply for the punifhment of the
catholics, whom they call vaffals to the Roman harlot ; and. they affert, that,
amongft all the rabble of the clergy, fuch is their expreflion, there is not one:
lawful minifter ; but that they are, all of them, thieves and murderers ; yea rebels.
and traitors to civil authority ; and therefore unworthy to be fuffered in any re-
formed common-wealth+. The Parliament feem to have been adtuated by the
fame {pirit of rage and perfecution.  After ratifying a confeffion of faith, agree=
able to the new doltrines, they paffed a flatute againft the mafs, and not only
abolifhed it in all the churches, but enated, that whoever any where, either
officiated in it or was prefent at it, fhould be chaftifed, for the firft offence, with
confifcation of goods, and corporal punithment, at the difcretion of the magi-
ftrate ; for the fecond, with banithment ; and for the third, with lofs of life ¥
A law was alfo voted for abolithing the papal jurifdi€tion in Scotiand : The pref-
byterian form of difcipline was fettled, leaving only at firlt fome fhadow of au-

thority

* Forbes, vol. I. p. 354, 372. Jebb, vol. IL. p. 452. 1 Knox, p.237, 238; 1 Ibid,
P- 254, 7
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thority to certain ecclefiaftics, whom they called fuperintendants, The prelates Chap. I.
of the antient faith appeared in order to complain of ' great injuftice committed 1560,
en them by the invafion of their property, but the Parliament toek no notice of
them ; till at laft, thefe ecclefiaftics, tired with fruitlefs attendance, departed the
town, They were then cited to appear ; and as no body prefented themfelves,. it
was voted by. the Parliament, that the ecclefiaftics were entirely fatisfied, and
found no reafon of complaint;

Sir James Sandilands, prior of St. John, was fent over to France to obtain the
ratification of thefe acts; but was very il received by the Queen, who abfolutely
denied the walidity of a Parliament, fummoned without the royal confent ;
and fhe refufed her fan&tion to thefe ftatutes. But the proteftants gave them-
felves little concern about their Queen’s refufal. - They immediately put the fta-
tutes in execution : They abolifhed the mafs; they fettled their minifters; they
committed cvery where furious devaftations on the monafteries, and even on the
churches,  which they thought to be profaned by idolatry ; and efteeming the
property of the clergy lawful prey, they toek pofieflion, without ceremeony, of the
far greater part of the ecclefiaftical revenues. Their new preachers, who had
authority fufficient to incite them to war and infurrection, could net reftrain their
rapacity 3 and fapaticifm concurring with avarice,; an incurable blow was given
to the papal authority in that country. = The proteftant nobility and. gentry,
united by the confcioufnefs of fuch unpardonable guilt, alarmed for their new
pofieffions, well acquainted with the imperious character of the houfe of Guife,
faw no fafety for themfelves but in ithe protetion of England; and they dif-
patched Morton, Glencarne, and Ledington to exprefs their fincere gratitude
to the Queen for her paft favours, and to reprefent to her the neceflity of cons
tinuing them.

Evizassrn had ‘equal reafon to ‘maintain an wnion with the Scotch prote-
ftants ; and foen found, that the houfe of Guife, netwithftanding their paft difap-
pointments,  had not laid afide the defign of contefting her title, and fubverting
her authority. © Francis and Mary, whofe councils were wholly directed by them,
refufed to ratify the treaty of Edinburgh ; and fhowed no difpofition te give her
any fatisfattion for that mertal injury and affront which they had put upon her)
in fo openly affuming the title and arms of England. She was fenfible of the
danger attending fuch pretenfions; and it was with pleafure fhe heard of the
violent factions, which prevailed in the-French government, and of the oppofi<
tion, which had arifen againft the meafures of the duke ‘of Guife. That' ambi-
tious prince, fupported by his four brothers, the cardinalof Lorraine, the duke
of Aumale, the marquis of Elbeuf, and the grand prior, men no lefs ambitious.

than

Frenchaffairs,
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than himfelf, had engroffed all the authority of the crown; and as he was pof-
fefled of every quality, which could command the efteem or feduce the affeCtions
of men, there appeared no end of his acquifitions and pretenfions. The con-
ftable Montmorency, who had long ballanced his credit, was deprived of all
power: The princes of the blood, the King of Navarre and his brother the
prince of Condé, were entirely excluded from offices and favour : The Queen-
mother herfelf, Catherine de Medicis, found her influence every day declining :
And as Francis, a young prince, infirm both in mind and body, was wholly go-
verned by his fpoufe, who knew no law but the pleafure of her uncles, men
defpaired of ever obtaining freedom from the dominion of that afpiring family.
It was the contefts of rcligion, which firft infpired the French with courage
openly to oppofe their exorbitant authority.

THE theological difputes, firft ftarted in the north of Germany, and next in
Switzerland, countries at that time wholly illiterate, had long ago penetrated
into France; and as they were affifted by the general difcontents againtt the court
and church of Rome, and by the zealous fpirit of the age, the profelytes to the
new religion were fecretly encreafing in every province. Henry the fecond, in
imitation of his father Francis, had oppofed the progrefs of the reformers 5 and
tho’ a prince addicted to pleafure and fociety, he was tranfported by a vehemence,
as well as bigotry, which had little place in his predecefior’s conduc. Rigorous
punithments had been inflited on the moft eminent of the proteftant party 3
and a point of honour feemed to have arifen, whether the one ft& could exer-
cife or the other fuffer moft barbarity. The death of Henry put fome ftop to
the perfecutions; and the people, who had admired the conftancy of the new
preachers, now heard with favour and prepofieffion their arguments and do&rines.
But the cardinal of Lorraine, as well as his brother, who were poffefled of the
legal authority, thought it their intereft to fupport the eftablifhed religion ; and
when they revived the exercife of the penal ftatutes, they neceffarily engaged
the malecontent princes and nobles in the prote@ion of the new religion. The
King of Navarre, a man of mild difpofitions, but of a weak character, and the
prince of Condé, who poffeffed many heroic qualities, having declared themfelves in
favour of the proteftants, that fe&t acquired new force from their countenance ;
and the admiral de Coligni, with his brother Andelot, no longer ferupled to
declare themfelves openly of their communion. The integrity of the admiral,
who was believed fincere in his profeflion, and his high rcnown both for valour
and conduct, for the arts of peace as well as of war, gave credit to the reformers g
and after a fruftrated attempt of the malecontents to feize the King’s perfon at

2 Ambeoife,
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Amboife, of which Elizabeth had probably fome intelligence *, every place was
full of diftrattion, and matters haftened to an extremity between the parties.
But the houfe of Guife, tho’ thefe facions had obliged them to remit their eSorts
in Scotland, and had been one chief caufe of Elizabeth’s fuccefs, were determined
not to relinquifh their authority in France, or yield to the violence of their anta-
gonifts.  They found an opportunity to feize the King of Navarre and the prince
of Conde; they threw the former into prifon; they obtained a fentence of death
againft the latter ; and they were proceeding to put the fentence in execution, when
the King’s fudden death faved the noble prifoner, and interrupted the profperity of
the duke of Guife. The Queen-mother was appointed regent to her fon Charles
the ninth, now in his minority : The King of Navarre was named lieutenant-
general of the kingdom : The fentence againft Condé was annulled : The con-
ftable was recalled to court: And the family of Guife, tho’ they ftill enjoyed
great offices, and great power, now found a counterpoife to their authority,

Evizasern was not diflitisfied to learn, that her avowed enemies had met
with fo fevere a check, and fhe was determined to make advantage of it againft
the Queen of Scots, whom fhe ftill regarded as a dangerous rival. She faw her-
felf freed from the perils attending an union of Scotland with France ; and was
pleafed to find, that fo powerful a prince as the French monarch was no longer a
pretender to her crown and kingdoms. But fhe confidered, on the other hand,
that the Englith catholics, who were very numerous, and who were generally
prejudiced in favour of Mary’s title, would now adhere to that princefs with
more zealous attachment, when they faw, that her fucceffion no longer endan-
gered the liberties of the kingdom, and was rather attended with the advantages
of producing an entire union with Scotland. She gave orders, therefore, to her
ambaffador, Throcmorton, a very vigilant and able minifter, to renew his ap-
plications to the Queen of Scots, and to require her ratification of the treaty of
Edinburgh. Buttho’ Mary had defifted, after her hufband’s death, from bear-
ing the arms and title of Queen of England, fhe ftill declined gratifying Eliza-
beth in this momentous article ; and hearkening too much to the ambitious fug-
geftions of her uncles, fhe refufed to make any formal renunciation of her pre-
tenfions.

MeanwniLE, the Queen-mother of France, who imputed to Mary all the mor-
tifications which fthe had met with during Francis’s life-time, took care to retaliate
on her by likeinjuries; and the Queen of Scots, who found her abode in France

difagreeable,

* Forbes, vol I. p.214. Throcmorton, about this time, unwilling to entruft to letters the great
fecrets committed to him, obtained leave, under fome pretext, to come ever to Londen,
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difagreéable, began to think of returninginto her native country. Lord James,
who had been fent in deputation from the ftates to ‘invite her over, feconded this
intention 3 and fhe applied to Elizabeth, by D’Oifel, for liberty to pafs thro®
England *. Bat fhe received for anfwer, that till the had given fatisfaction, by
ratifying the ‘treaty of Edinburgh, ‘fhe could expe& no favour from a perfon
whom' the had fo much injured. This denial excited her refentment; and
fhe made no fcruple of expreffing her fentiments to Throcmorton, when he re-
iterated his applications to gratify his miftrefs in a-demand, which he reprefented
as fo reafonable. Having cleared the room of all her attendants, *the faid to him,
¢ How weak I 'may prove, or how far a woman’s frailty may tranfport me, 1
« cannot tell: However, 1 have no mind to have fo 'many witneffes of my in-
“ firmity as your miftrefs had at Her audience ‘of niy ambaflador, D’ Oifcl,
¢¢ There is nothing difturbs me fo:much, as the having atked, with fo much im-
““ portunity, a favour which it was of no confequence for me to obtain.. Ican, with
¢ (od’s'leave, return to my own country without her leave ; as I came to France,
¢ in fpite of all the oppofition of her brother, King Edward: Neither do I want
friends, both able and willing, tocondu&t me home, as they have brought.me
hither ; tho’ I was.defirous rather to make an experiment of her friendfhip
than of :the affiftance of any other perfon. I have often heard you fay, that
a good correfpondence between her and myfelf would conduce much to the
fecurity and happinefs of both our kingdoms: But were fhe well convinced of
¢¢ this truth; fhe'had bardly denied me fo. fmall'arequeft.  But, perhaps, fhe
¢¢ bears a better inclination to tny rebellious fubjets than:te me, their fove-
reign, her equal "in royal digdity, her near relation, and:the undoubted
¢ heir of her kingdoms. Befides her friendfhip, I afk' nothing at her hands
¢ I neither trouble her; nor concern myfelf in the affairs of her kingdom: Not
that I am ignorant, that there are now in England a great many malecontents,
who are no friends to the prefent eftublifhment. She is pleafed to upbraid me
as a perfon little experienced in the world : T freely own it; but age will cure
that defect. However, I am old enough to acquit myfelf honeftly 'and cour-
teoufly to my friends and relations, and to encourage no reports of her, which
«* would mifbecome a Queen and her kinfwoman. I would alfo fay, by her
# leave, that I am a Queen as well as fhe, and not altogether friendlefs : And,

perhaps, I have as great a foul too; fo that methinks ‘we thould be upon 2
#¢ level inour treatment of each other. As foon as I have coonfulted the ftates of
*“ my kingdom, I fhall be ready to give a reafonable anfwer; and I am the more
intent on my journey, that I may be able to make the quicker difpatch in thig

¢ affair,
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<« affair. But fhe, it feems, intends to ftop my journey ; fo that either the will Chap. L
< not let me give her fatisfaction, or is refolved not to be fatisfied ; perhaps, on e
<< purpofe to keep up the difagreement betwixt us. She has often reproached me

¢ with my being young; and I muft be very young, indeed, and as ill advifed,

¢ to treat of matters of fuch great concern and importance, without the advice

¢« of my Parliament. I have not been wanting in any friendly offices to her ;

¢ but fhe difbelieves or overlooks them. I could heartily with, that I was as

¢¢ near allied to her in affe€tion as in blood : For that, indeed, would be a moft

¢ valuable alliance .*”

Sucw a {pirited reply, notwithftanding the obliging terms interfperfed in it,

- was but ill fitted to conciliate friendfhip between thefe rival princeffes, or cure

thofe mutual jealoufies which had already taken place. Elizabeth equipped a

fleet, under pretence of purfuing pyrates, but probably with an intention of in-
tercepting the Queen of Scots in her return homewards. Mary embarked at ., 24pus.
Calais; and paffing the Englifh fleet in a fog, arrived fafely at Leith, attended., . . ¢
by her three uncles, the duke of Aumale, the grand prior, and the marquefs Mary in Scot-
of Elbeuf; together with the marquefs of Damville, and other French courtiers. land.
This change of abode and fituation was very little agreeable to that princefs.

Befides the natural prepofleffions in favour of a country in which the had been
educated from her earlieft infancy, and where fhe had borne fo high a rank, fhe

could not forbear regreting her departure from among that people, fo celebrated

for their humane and fociable difpofition, and their refpectful attachment to their
fovereign, and refle¢ting on the difparity of the fcene which lay before her, It

is faid, that after the was embarked at Calais, fhe kept her eyes fixed on the coaft

of France, and never turned them from that beloved object, till darknefs fell;

and intercepted it from her view. She then ordered a couch to be fpread for her

under the open air; and charged the pilot, that, if in the morning the land was

ftill in Gght, he fhould awake her, and afford her one parting view of that
country in which all her affeCtions were centered. The weather proved very

calm, fo that the thip made little way in the night-time : And Mary had once

more an opportunity of feeing the French coaft. She fat up on her couch, and

ftill looking towards the land, often repeated thefe words, ‘¢ Farewell, France,

s farewell ; I fhall never fee thee moret.” The firlt afpect, however, of things

in Scotland, was more favourable, if not to her pleafure and happinefs, at leaft

to her repofe and fecurity, than fhe had reafon to apprehend. No fooner did the
3K French

* Caballa, p. 374. Spotfwood, p. 177. + Keith, p. 179. Jebb, vol. II. p. 483,
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French gallies appear off Leith, than people of all ranks, who had long expect-
ed their arrival, flocked towards the fhore, with an earneft impatience to behold
and receive their young fovereign. Some were led by duty, fome by intereft,
fome by curiofity ; and all combined to exprefs their attachment to her, and to
infinuate themfelves into her confidence, during the commencement of her ad-
miniftration. She had now reached the nineteenth year of her age; and the

loom of her youth, and amiable beauty of her perfon, were farther recommend-
ed by the affability of her addrefs, the politenels of her manners, and the ele-
gance of her genius. Well accomplifhed in all the fuperficial, but engaging
graces of 2 court, fhe afforded, when better known, ftill more promifing indi-.
cations of her character; and men prognofticated both humanity from her foft.
and obliging deportment, and penetration from her tafte in all the refined arts of
mufic, eloquence, and poetry . And as the Scotch had long been deprived of.
the prefence of their fovereign, whom they once defpaired ever more to behold.
among them, her arrival feemed to give univerfal fatisfaction ; and nothing ap-.
peared about the court, but fymptoms of affetion, joy, and feftivity.

Tae firft meafures which Mary embraced, confirmed all the prepofieflions:
which had been entertained in her favour. She followed the advice which the
had received in France from D*Oifel and the bithop of Amiens, as well as her.
uncles ; and gave her confidence entirely to the leaders of the reformed party,,
who had greateft influence on the people, and who, fhe found,, were alone able.
to fupport her government.  Her brother, lord James,  whom. the foon. after:
created earl of Murray, obtained: the chief authority 5. and after him, Liding-
ton, fecretary of ftate, a man. of great fagacity, bad a principal fhare in her,
confidence. By the vigour of thefe mens meafures fhe endeavoured to reftore
order and police into the country, divided by public fa&ions and private feuds ;
and that fierce and intractable people, unacquainted with laws and obedience,
i;:em.ed, for atime, to fubmit peaceably to. her gentle and prudent admini-

ration.

Bigotry of the ~ BUT there was one circumfitance which blafted all thefe promifing appearances
3

Scotch re-
formers,

and bereaved Mary of that general favour which her manners and condu& gave
her juft reafon to expect.  She was flill a papift; and tho’ fhe publifhed, foon
after her arrival, a proclamation, requiring every one to fubmit to the eftablifh.
ed religion, the preachers, and their adherents, could neither be reconciled to 3
perfon polluted with fo great anabomination, nor lay afide their jealoufies of hee
future conduct. It was with great difficulty fhe could obtain permifiion for mafs

in.
1 Buchan. lib. xvii. ¢. 9. Spotfwood, p..178, 179. Keith, p.180. Thuan, lib. xxix. ¢ 2
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in her own chappel ; and had not the people apprehended, that if fhe had here
met with a refufal, fhe would inftantly have returned to France, the zealots never
would have granted her even that fmall indulgence. The cry was, ¢ Shall that
¢ jdol be fuffered again to be erected within the realmi 2’ It was afferted in the
pulpit, that one mafs was more terrible than ten thoufand armed men landed to
invade the kingdom J|.: Lord Lindefey, and the gentlemen of Fife, exclaimed,
¢¢ That the idolater fhould die the death ;> fuch was their expreffion. One that
carried tapers for the ceremony of that worfhip, was attacked and infulted in the
court of the palace. And if the lord James, and fome popular leaders, had not
interpofed, the moft dangerous uproar was juftly apprehended, from the ungo-
verned fury of the multitude*. The ufual prayers in the churches were to this
purpofe : That God would turn her heart, which was obftinate againft him and
his truth; or if his holy will be otherwife, that he would ftrengthen the hearts
and hands of the ele@, ftoutly to oppofe the rage of all tyrantsf. Nay, it was
openly called in queftion, whether that princefs, being an idolater, was entitled
to any authority, even in civil matters .

Tue helplefs Queen was every moment expofed to contumely, which fhe bore
with benignity and patience. Soon after her arrival fhe dined in the caftle of
Edinburgh; and it was there contrived, that a boy of fix years fhould be let
down from the roof, and thould prefent her with a bible, a pfalter, and the keys
of the caftle. Left the thould be at a lofs to underftand this infult on her as a
papift, thewhole decorations exprefled the burning of Corab, Dathan, and Abi-
ram, and other punithments inflicted by God againft idolatry |. The town coun-
cil of Edinburgh had the affurance, from their own authority, to iflue forth a
proclamation, banifhing from their diftrict, ¢ all the wicked rabble of antichrift
« the pope, fuch as priefts, monks, friars, together with adulterers and forni-
¢« cators §” And becaufe the privy-council fufpended the magiftrates for their
infolence, the paffionate hiftorians** of that age, have inferred, that the Queen
was engaged, by a fympathy of manners, to take adulterers and fornicators un-
der her protection. It appears probable, that the magiftrates were afterwards re-
inftated in their office, and that their proclamation was confirmed 1.

Bur all the infolence of the people was nothing in comparifon of that which
was exercifed by the clergy and the preachers; and they took a pride in vilify-
ing, even (0 her face, this amiable princefs. The affembly of the church fiamed

3K 2 an
4 Knox, p 287. * Ibid. p. 284, 285, 287. Spotfwood, p. 179. + Keith, p. 179.
1 Ibid. p. zoz. || Ibid. p.18q. § 1bid. p. 192, *+ Knox, p. zgz. Buchan.
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an addrefs, in which, after telling hcr, that her mafs wasa baftard fervice of God,
the fountain of all impiety, and the fource of every evil which abounded in the
realm ; they .difcovered their expectations, that fhe would, ere this time, have
preferred truth to her own pre-conceived opinion, and have renounced her reli-
gion, which, they affured her, was nothing but abomination and vanity. They
faid, that the prefent abufes of government were fo enormous, that if a {peedy
remedy was not provided, God would not fail in his anger to ftrike the head
and the tail, the difobedient prince and finful people. They required, that
fevere punithment fhould be inflicted on adulterers and fornicators; and they
concluded with demanding for themfelves, fome addition both of power and
property .

Tue ringleader in all thefe infults on majefty was John Knox, who poflefied an
uncontrouled authority in the church, and even in the civil affairs of the nation, and
who triumphed in the contumelious ufage of his fovereign.  His ufual appellation
for the Queen was Jezabel ; and tho’ the endeavoured, by the moft gracious con.
defcenfion, to win his favour, all her infinuations could gain nothing on his obduy-
rate heart. She promifed him accefs to her whenever he demanded it; and fhe
even defired him, if he found her blameable in any thing, to reprehend her freely
in private, rather than vilify her in the pulpit before all the people; but he plain-
ly told her, that he had a public miniftry entrufted to him, that if the would
come to church, fhe fhould there hear the gofpel of truth, and that it was not his
bufinefs to apply to every individual, nor had he leifure for that occupation *
The political principles of the man, which he communicated to his brcthren.
were as full of fedition as his theological were of rage and bigotry. The’ hé
once condefcended fo far as to tell the Queen, that he would fubmit to her, in the
fame manner that Paul did to Nero+; he remained not long in this dmifu’l ftrain
He faid to her, that “ Samuel feared not to flay Agag, the fat and delicate Kino:
¢ of Amalek, whom King Saul had faved : Neither {pared Elias Jezabel’s f::llfc>
*“ prophets, and Baal’s priefts, tho’ King Ahab was prefent. Phineas,” adde§
he, ¢ was no magiftrate; and yet feared he not to ftrike Cofbie and ’Zimri i
¢ the very aét of filthy fornication. And fo, madam, your orace ba fm
¢ that others than chief magiftrates may lawfully inflict puniﬁ?ment Ony{eel,
¢ crimes as are condemned by the law of God $” Knox had former] d .L-]m
the reign of Mary of England, wrote a book againft female fucceﬂigr’l tluu;g
crown : The title of it is, The firf blafl of the trumpet againft the mo”ﬁ?’omc; t e
men of women. He was too proud either to recant the tenets of this book ngZ;

3
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even to apologize for thems and his condut thewed, that he thought no more
civility than loyalty was due to any of the female fex.

Tue whole life of Mary, from the demeanour of thefe men, was filled with
bitternefs and forrow.  This ruftic apoftle fcruples not, in his hiftory, to inform
us, that he once treated her with fuch feverity, that fhe loft all command of her
temper, and diffolved into tears before him : Yet fo far from being moved with
youth, and beauty, and royal dignity reduced to that condition, he perfevered in
his infolent reproofs © and when he relates this incident, he even difcovers a vifible
pride and fatisfaction in his own conduét*. The pulpits had become nothing
but fcenes of railing againft the vices of the court; among which was always
noted as the principal, feafting, finery, dencing, balls, and whotredom their ne-
ceflary attendantf. Some ornaments, which the ladies at that time wore upon
their petticoats, excited mightily the indignation of the preachers, and they af-
firmed, that fuch vanity would proveke God’s vengeance, not only againit thefe
foolith women, but againft the whole realm 7. :

Mary, whofe age, and condition, and education, invited her to liberty and
cheerfulnefs, was curbed in every amufement, by the abfurd feverity of thefe re-
formers; and fhe found each moment reafon to regret her leaving that country
from whofe manners the had in her early youth received the firft impreffions |.
Her two uncles, the duke of Aumale, and the grand prior, with the other French
nobility, foon took their leave of her: Th: marquefs of Elbeuf remained fome
time longer ; but after his departure, fhe was left alone to the fociety of her own
fubjects ; men at that time unacquainted with the pleafures of converfation, ig-
norant of arts and civility, and corrupted beyond their ufual rufticity by a difmal
fanaticifm, which rendered them uncapable of all humanity or improvement,
Tho’ the had made no attempt to reftore the ancient religion, her popery was a
fufficient crime: Tho’ her behaviour was hitherto irreproachable, and her man-
ners {weet and engaging, her gaiety and eaf: were interpreted as figns of diffolute
vanity. And to the harfh and prepofterous ufage which this princefs ‘met
with, may, in part, be alcribed thofe errors of her fubfequent conduét, which
feemed to be fo little of a piece with the general tenor of her character.

Tuere happened to the marquefs of Elbeuf, before his departure, an adven-
ture which, tho’ frivolous, might enable him to give Mary’s friends in France,
a very melancholy idea of her fituation. This nobleman, with the earl of Both-
wel, and fome other young courtiers, had been engaged, after a debauch, to pay

a vifit to a woman called Alifon Craig, wto was known to be liberal of her fa-
vours

# Knox, P. 3325 333 + Ibid. p. 322. 1 Ibid. p. 330 il Ibid. p. 294,
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vours; and becaufe they were denied entrance, they broke the windows, thruft
open the door, and committed fome diforders, in fearching for the damfel. It
happened that the aflembly of the church was fitting at that time, and they im-
mediately. took the matter under their cognizance. In conjunétion with feveral of
the nobility, they prefented an addrefs to the Queen, which was introduced with
this awful prelude. ¢ To the Queen’s majefty, and to her fecret and great coun-
¢ cil, her grace’s faithful and obedient fubjects, the profeffors of Chrift Jefus’s
¢ holy evangil wifh the {pirit of righteous judgment.” The tenor of the pe-
tition was, that the fear of God, the duty which they owed her grace, and the
terrible threatenings denounced by God againft every city or country where hor-
rible crimes are openly committed, compelled them to demand the fevere punifh-
ment of fuch as had done what in them lay to kindle the wrath of God againft
the whole realm : “That the iniquity of which they complained, was fo heinous,
and fo horrible, that they would efteem themfelves accomplices in it, if they had
been engaged by worldly fear, or fervile complaifance, to pafs it over in filence,
or bury it in oblivion : That as they owed her grace obedience in the adminiftra-
tion of juftice, fo were they entitled to require of her, in return, the fharp and
condign punifhment of this enormity, which, they repeated it, might draw down
the vengeance.of ‘God on the whole kingdom : And that they infifted on it to be
her duty to lay afide all private affections towards the actors in this heinous crime
and enormous villainy, and without delay bring them to a trial, and infli& the
fevereft penalties upon them. The Queen gave a gracious reception to this pe-
remptory addrefs; but becaufe the probably thought, that breaking the windows
of a-brathel merited not fuch fevere reprehenfion, fhe only replied, that her uncle
was a ftranger, and that he was attended with a young company : But the fhould
put fuch order to him and to all others, that her fubjects thould henceforth have
no reafon to complain.  Her pafling over this incident fo flightly, was the fource
of great difcontent, and was regarded as a proof of the moft profligate man-
ps * Itis not to be omitted, that Alifon Craig, the caufe of all the uproar,
was koown to entertain a commerce with the earl of Arran, who, on account of
his great zeal for the reformation, was, without fcruple, indulged in that enor-
mity .

Some of the popnlace of Edinburgh broke into the Queen’s chappel during
her abfence, and committed fome outrages ; for which two of them were indicted,
and it was intended to bring 4t'hem to a trial.  Knox wrote circular letters to the
moft confiderable zealots of the party, and charged them to appear in town, and
protect their brethren.  The holy facraments, he there faid, are abufed by pro-

7 phane
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phane papifts ; the mafs has been faid; and in worfhiping that idol, the priefts
have omitted no ceremony, not even the conjuring of their accurfed water, that had
ever been practifed in the time of the greateft blindnefs. Thefe violent meafures
for oppofing juftice differed little from rebellion; and Knox was fummoned
before the council to anfwer for his offence. ~The courage of this man was equal
to his infolence, He fcrupled not to tell the Queen, that the peftilent papifts,
who had enflamed her againft thefe holy men, were the fons of the devil; and
muft therefore obey the direftions of their father, who had been a liar and a2 man-
flayer from the beginning. The matter ended with the full acquital of Knox *,
Randolf, the Englith ambaffadoer in Scotland' at this time, had reafon to write to
Cecil, fpeaking of the Scotch nation: ¢ I think marveloufly of the wifdom of
* God, that gave this unruly, inconftant, and cumberfome people no. more
¢ power nor fubftanec : For they would otherwife run wild +.”

We have related thefe circumftances at greater length, than the neceflity of
our {ubject may feem to require: But even trivial incidents, which fhow the
manners of the age, are often more inftructive, as well as entertaining, than the
great tranfactions of wars and negotiations,, which are pretty fimilar in all pe-
riods and i all' countries of the world..

Tue reformed clergy in Scotland had, at that time, a very natural reafon for
their ill humour, viz. the poverty or rather beggary to which they were reduced :
The nobility and gentry had at firft Jaid their hands on all the property of the
regular clergy, without making any provifion for the friars and runs, whom they
turned out of all' their pofifeffions. The fecular clergy of the catholic com:
munion, tho”they loft all ecclefiaftical jurifdition, ftill held fome of the tempora-
lities of their benefices ; and either became laymen themfelves, and converted them
into perpetual property, or made conveyance of them at low prices to the no-
bility, who thus enriched themfelves by the- plunder of the church. The new
teachers had hitherto fubfifted chiefly by the voluntary oblations of the faithful ;
and in a poor country, divided in religious fentiments, this eftablifhment was
regarded as very fcanty and very precarious. Repeated applications were made
for a legal fettlement to the preachers; and tho’ almoft every thing in the king-
dom was governed By their zeal and caprice, it was with difficulty that their re-
queft was at laft complied with. The fanatical fpirit which they indulged, and
their induftry in decrying the principles and practices of the Romifh‘communior;,
which placed fuch a merit in enriching the clergy, proved now a very fenfible
ebftacle to ‘their acquifitions. The boundaries of the royal power. were, during
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that age, ‘more uncértain in Scotland than even in England ; and the privy coun-
cil alone thought themfelves intitled, without a Parliament, to regulate this im-
portant matter. They pafied a vote ¥, by which they divided all the ecclefiaftical
benefices into twenty-one parts : They afligned fourteen to the antient pofieffors :
Of the remaining feven, they granted three to the crown ; and if that was found
to anfwer the public expences, they beftowed the overplus on the: reformed mi-
nifters. The Queen was empowered to levy the whole feven ; and it was or-
dained, that the fhould afterwards pay to the clergy what fhould be judged to
{uffice for their maintenance, . The neceflities of the crown, the rapacity of the
courtiers, and the fmall affetion which Mary bere the proteftant ecclefiaflics,
rendered their revenues very contemptible as well as uncertain; and the preachers,
finding that they could not rival the gentry, nor even the middling rank of
men in opulence and plenty, were neceflitated to betake themfelves to other expes
dients for {upporting their authority. They affefted a furious zeal for religion,
morofe manners, a vulgar and familiar, and yet myfterious, cant; and tho’ the
liberality of fubfequent princes put them afterwards on a better footing with re.
gard to revenue and thereby corrected in fome degree thefe vicious habits ; it muft be
confefled, that, while many other advantages attend prefbyterian government, thefe
inconveniencies are not eafily feparated from the genius of that ecclefiattical polity.

Tue Queen of Scots, deftitute of all force, poflefling a narrow revenue,
furrounded with a factious turbulent nobility, a bigoted people, and infolent
ecclefiattics, foon found, that her only expedient for maintaining tranquillity was
to preferve a good correfpondence with } Elizabeth, who by former engagements
and fervices, had acquired fuch authority over all thefe ranks of men. Soon
after her arrival in Scotland, fecretary Lidington was fent to London, in order
to pay her compliments to the Queen, and exprefs her defire of friendfhip and a
good correfpondence ; and he received a commiffion from her, as well as from
the Scotch nobility, to demand, as a means of cementing this friendfhip, that
Mary fhould, by att of Parliament or by Proclamation (for the difference be-
tween thefe {ecurities was not then efteemed very confiderable) be declared fucceffor
to the crown. No requeft could be more unreafonable, or made at a more improper
junéture. The Queen replied, that Mary had once difcovered her intention not
to wait for the fucceffion, but had openly, without ceremony or referve, affumed
the title of Queen of England, and had pretended fuperior right to her throne
and kingdom: That tho’ her ambaffadors, and thofe of her hufband, the French
King, had figned a treaty, where they renounced that claim, and promifed fatif.
faction for fo great an indignity, fhe was fo intoxicated with this imaginary

right,
* Knox, p.296. Keith, p.210. T Jebb, vol. I p. 456.
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right, that the had rejeCted th: moft earneft {ollicitations, ‘and even, as fome
€ndeavoured to perfuade her, incurred fome danger in croffing the feas, rather
than ratify that equitable treaty: That her partizans every where had ftill the
affurance to infift on her title, znd had prefumed to talk of her own birth as
fpurious and illegitimate : That while affairs were on this footing ; while a claim
thus openly made, fo far from being openly renounced, was only fufpended till
a more convenient opportunity ;3 it would in her be the moft egregious impru-
dence to fortify the hands of a pretender to her crown, by declaring her the fuc-
ceffor: That no expedient could be worfe imagined for cementing friendthip than
fuch a declaration, and Kings were often found to bear no good will to their fuc-
ceflors, even tho’ their own children; much more when the connexion was fo
much lefs intimate, and when fuch caufe of difguft and jealoufy had already been
given, and indeed was ftill continued, on the part of Mary : That tho’ fhe was
willing, from the amity which fhe bore her kinfwoman, to afcribe her former
pretenfions to the advice of others, by whofe direftion fhe was then governed ;
her refufal to relinquifh them could proceed only from her own prepofiefiions,
and were a proof that fhe flill retained fome dangerous project againft her: That
it was the nature of all men to be difgufted with the prefent, to entertain Aatter-
ing views of futurity, to think “their fervices ill rewarded, to expect a better
recompence from the fucceflor 3 'and fhe would efteem herfelf fcarce half a fove-
reign over the Englifh, if they faw her declare her heir, and arm her rival with
authority againft her own repofe and fafety : That fhe knew the inconftant nature
of the people; fhe was acquaintzd with the prefent divifions in religion ; ‘the was
not ignorant, that the fame party, which expected greateft favour during the
reign of Mary, did alfo imagine, that the title of that princefs was fuperior to
her own: That for her part, whatever claims were advanced, the was determined
to live and die Queen of England ; and after her death, it was the bufinefs of
others to examine whorhad the beft pretenfions, either by the laws or by right
of blood, to the fucceflion: That fhe hoped the Queen of Scots’s claim would
then be found preferable ; and confidering the injury, which fhe herfelf had re-
ceived, it was fufficient indulgence, if fhe promifed, in the mean time, to deo
nothing which might; in any refpect, weaken or invalidate that claim : And that
Mary, if her title was really fuperior, a point, which, for her own part, fhe had
never enquired into, poflefled all advantages above her rivals; who, deftitute
both of prefent power, and of all fupport by friends, would only expofe them-
felves to inevitable ruin, by advancing any weak, or even doubtful pretenfions *,
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Chow. L Tuzse views of the Queen were fo prudent and judicious, that there was no
1591 fikelihood of her ever departing from them ¢ But that fhe might put the matter to
a fuller proof, fhe offered to explain the words of the treaty of Edinburgh, fo as
to leave no fufpicion of their excluding Mary’s right of fucceffion * ; and in this
form, fhe again required her to ratify that treaty. Matters at laft came to this
iffue, that Mary agrced to the propofal, and offered to renounce all prefent pre-
tenfions to the crown of England, provided Elizabeth would agree to declare her
the fucceffor +. But fuch was the jealous character of this latter princefs, that
the never would confint to ftrengthen the intereft and authority of any claimant,
by fixing the fucceffion ; much lefs would fhe make this conceffion in favour of
a rival Queen, who pofleffed fuch plaufible pretenfions for the prefent, and who,
tho’ the might verbally refign them, could eafily refume her title on the firft op-
portunity. Mary’s demand, however, bore fo fpecious an appearance of equity
and juftice, that Elizabeth, fenfible that reafon would be deemed to lie entirely
on that fide, made no moere mention of the matter ; and the’ no farther concef-
fions were made by either Princefs, they put on all the appearances of a cordial
Wife govern- Feconcilement and friendfhip with each other., The Queen obferved, that, even:
E‘i;"“”“l"m‘ without her interpofal, Mary was fufficiently deprefled by the mutinous difpofition
of her own fubjects; and inftead of giving Scotland, for the prefent, any un-
quietude or difturbance, fhe employed herfelf, much more ufefully and laudably,
in regulating the affairs of her own kingdom,. and premoting the happinefs of her
people.  She made fome progrefs in paying thofe great debts which lay upon the
crown : fhe regulated the coin, which had been extremely debafed by her prede-
ceffors 5 fhe furnithed her arfenals with great quantities of arms-from Germany and
other places; engaged her gentry and nobility te imitate her example in this parti-
cular ; intreduced into the kingdony the art of making gun-powder and brafs can-
non; fortified her frontiers on the fide of Scotland; made frequent reviews of the
militia ; encouraged agriculture by allowing a free exportation of corn ;. promoted
trade and navigation ; and fo much encreafed the thipping of her kingdom, both
by building vefiels of force herfelf, and fuggefting like undertakings to the mer-
chants, that the was juftly ftiled the reftorer of naval glory, and- the Queen of
the northern feasf. Fhe natural frugality of her temper, fo far from difqualify~
ing her for thefe great enterprizes, only enabled her to execute them with greater
certainty and fuccefs ; and all the world faw in her conduct the happy effects of
a vigorous perfeverance in judicious and well conducted. projects.

Iz
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IT is eafy to imagine, that fo great a princefs, who enjoyed fuch felicity and
renown, would receive propofals of marriage from every one, who had any like-
lihood of fucceeding ; and tho’ fhe had made fome public declarations in favour
of a fingle life, few believed, that fhe would perfevere forever in that ref>lution.
The archduke Charles, fecond fon to the emperor *, as well as Cafimir, fon to the
elettor palatine, made applications to her; and as this latter prince made profeffion
of the reformed religion, he thought himfelf, on this account, better intitled to
fucceed in his addrefies.  Eric, King of Sweden, and Adolph, duke of Holftein,
were encouraged by the fame views to become fuitors ; and the earl of Arran, heir
to the crown of Scotland, was, by the ftates of that kingdom, recommended to her
as a fuitable marriage. Even fome of her own fubjects, tho’ they did not openly
declare their pretenfions, entertained hopes of fuccefs. The earl of Arundel, a per-
fon declining in years, but defcended from a very antient and noble family, as well
as poflefled of great riches, flattered himfelf with this profpect ; as did alfo Sir Wil-
liam Pickering, a man much efteemed for his perfonal merit. But the perfon moft
likely to fucceed, was a younger fon of the late duke of Northumberland, the lord
Robert Dudley, who, by means of his exterior qualities, joined to addrefs and
flattery, had become, in a manner, her declared favourite, and had great influence
in all her councils.  The lefs worthy he appeared of this diftinction, the more was
his great favour afcribed to fome violent affeCtion, which could thus feduce the
judgment of this penetrating princefs ; and men long expected, that he would obtain
the preference above fo many princes and monarchs.  But the
fuitors a gentle refufal, which ftill encouraged their purfuit
that fhe fhould the better attach them to her interefts, if the
to entertain hopes of fucceeding in their pretenfions. It is alfo probable, that
this policy was not entirely free from a mixture of female coquetry ; and that,
tho’ fhe was determined in her own mind never to fhare her power with any
man, fhe was not difpleafed with the courtthip, follicitation, and profeffions of
love, which the defire of acquiring fo valuable a prize, procured her from all
quarters.

Whaar is moft fingular in the condu& and chara&er of Elizabeth, is, that,
tho’ fhe was determined never to have any heir of her own body, fhe was not
only extremely averfe to fix any fucceflor to the crown; but feems alfo to have
refolved, as far as lay in her power, that no one, who had pretenfions to the
fucceflion, fhould ever have any heirs or fucceflors.  After the exclufion given by
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the will of Henry VIIL to the pofterity of Margaret, Queen of Scotland, the
right to the crown devolved on the houfe of Suffolk; and the lady Catherine
Gray, younger fifter to the lady Jane, was now the heir of that family. This
lady had been married to the lord Herbert, fon to the earl of Pembroke ; bug
having been divorced from that nobleman, fhe had entered into a private contract
with the earl of Hartford, fon to the protetor; and her hufband, foon after
confummation, travelled into France. In a little time the appeared to be preg-
nant, which fo enraged Elizabeth, that fhe threw her into the Tower, and fum-
moned him to appear, in order to anfwer for his mifdemeanor. He made no
fcruple to acknowlege the marriage, which, tho’ concluded without the Queen’s
confent, was entirely fuitable to both parties; and for this offence he was alfo
committed to the Tower. Elizabeth’s feverity ftopped not here: She iffued a
commiffion to enquire into the matter ; and as Hartford could not, within the
time limited, prove the nuptials by witnefles, their commerce was declared un-
lawful, and their pofterity illegitimate. They were ftill continued in cuftody ;
but by bribing their keepers, they found means to have farther intercourfe ; and
another child appeared to be the fruit of their commerce. ‘This was a freth fource
of vexation to the Queen; who made a fine of fifteen thoufand pounds be fet on
Hartford by the Star-Chamber, and ordered his confinement to be thenceforth
ftill more rigid and fevere. He lay in this condition for nine years, till the
death of his wife, by frecing Elizabeth from all fears, procured him his liberty *,
This extreme feverity muft be accounted for, either by the unrelenting jealoufy
of the'Queen, who was afraid that any pretender to the fucceflion would acquire
credit by having iffue ; or by her malignity, which, with all her great qualities,
made one ingredient in her character, and which led her to envy in others thofe
natural pleafures of love and pofterity, of which her own ambition and defire of
dominion made her renounce all profpect for herfelf.

Tuere happened, about this time, fome other events in the royal family,
where the Queen’s conduct was more laudable. Arthur Pole, and his brother,
nephews to the late cardinal, and defcended from the duke of Clarence, brother
to Edward the fourth, together with Anthony Fortefcue, who had married a
fifter of thefe gentlemen, and fome other perfons, were brought to their trial for
confpiring to withdraw into France, with a view of receiving fuccours from
the duke of Guife, of returning thence into Wales, and proclaiming Mary Queen
of England, and Arthur Pole duke of Clarence. = They confefled the indiétment,

bug
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but afferted, that they never intended to execute thefe projects during the Queen’s ~ Chap: L.

life-time : They bad only efteemed fuch precautions requifite in cafe of her
death, which, fome pretenders to judicial aftrology had affured them, they
might with certainty look for before the year expired. They were condemned by
the jury ; but received their pardon from the Queen’s clemency |

Do o Sdh - ety FRNRE | .

State of Europe,~——Civil wars of France. Havre de Grace put in
poffeffion of the Englifh. A Parliament. Havre Joft.
Scatch affairs. The Queen of Scots marries the earl of Darnley.

Confederacy againf} the Proteflants. Murder of Rizzio.

A Parliament. Murder of Darnley. Queen of Scots marries

Bothawel. Infurreitions in Scotland. Imprifonment of Mary.

Mary flies into England. Conferences at York and Hampton-
Court.

FTER the commencement of the religious wars in France, which ren-
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dered that flourithing kingdom, during the courfe of near forty years, agute of Eus
{cene of horror and devaftation, the great rival powers in Europe were Spain and rope-

England ; and it was not long before an animofity, firft-political, then perfonal,
broke out between the fovereigns of thefe countries.

Puirip the fecond of Spain, tho’ he reached not any enlarged views of policy,
was endowed with great induftry and fagacity, a remarkable caution in his enter-
prizes, an unufual forefight in all his meafures ; and as he was ever cool and un-
moved by paffion, and poffeffed neither talents nor inclination for war, both his
fubjeéts and his neighbours had reafon to expect great juftice, happinefs and tran-
quillity, from his adminiftration. But prejudices had on him a more pernicious ef-
fect than ever paffions had on any other monarch; and the fpirit of bigotry and
tyranny, by which he was actuated, with the fraudulent maxims which governed
his councils, excited the moft violent agitation among his own people, engaged
him in aéts of the moft enormous cruelty, and threw all Europe into combuftion.

Arter Philip had concluded peace at Cambray, and had remained fome time
in the Netherlands, in order to fettle the affairs of that country, he embarked for

Spain 3
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Spain; and as the gravity of that nation, with their refpectful obedience to their
prince, had appeared much more agreeable to his humour, than the homely fa-
miliar manners, and the pertinacious liberty of the Flemifh, it was expected,
that he would refide altogether at Madrid, and govern all his extenfive dominions
by Spanifh minifters and Spanifh councils. Having met with a violent tempeft
on his voyage, he no fooner arrived in harbour, than he fell on his knees, and
after giving thanks for this deliverance, he vowed, that his life, which was thus
providentially faved, fhould be thenceforth entirely dedicated to the extirpation
of herefy*. His fubfequent conduét correfponded to thefe profeflions. Finding
that the new doctrines had penetrated into Spain, he let loofe the rage of perfe-
cution againft all who profifled them, or were fufpetted of adhering to them ; and
by his violence he gave new edge, even to the unrelenting cruelty of priefts and in--
quifitors. - He committed to cuftody Conftantine Ponce, who had been confeflor
to his father, the emperor Charles; who had attended him during his retreat ;
and in whofe arms that great monarch had terminated his life: And after this ec-
clefiaftic died in prifon, he ftill ordered him to be tried and condemned for here-
{y, and his ftatue to be committed to the flames. Fle even deliberated, whether
he fhould exercife like feverity againft the memory of his father, who was fufpect-
ed, during his latter years, to have indulged a propenfity towards the Lutheran
principles : In his furious zeal for orthodoxy, he fpared neither age, fex, nor
condition: " He was prefent, with an inflexible countenance, at the moft barbar-
ous executions: He iffued rigorous orders for the profecution of heretics, in
Spain, Italy, the Indies, and the Low Countries: And having founded his de-
termined tyranny on maxims of civil policy, as well as on principles of religion,
all his fubjects faw, that there was no method, except the moft entire compliance,
or moft obftinate refiftance, to efcape or elude the feverity of his vengeance.

Durixe that extreme animofity which prevailed between the adherents of the
oppofite religions, the civil magiftrate, who found it difficult, if not impoflible,
for the fame laws to govern fuch enraged adverfaries, was naturally led by fpeci-
ous rules of prudence, in embracing one party, to declare war againft the other,
and to exterminate, by fire and fword, thofe bigots, who, from abhorrence of
his religion, had proceeded to an oppofition of his power, and to an hatred of
his perfon. If any prince poffeffed fuch enlarged views as to forefee, that a mu-
tual toleration would in time abate the fury of religious prejudices, he yet met
with difficalties in reducing this principle to practice ; and might deem the ma-
lady too violent to await a remedy, which, tho’ certain, muft neceflarily be flow
in its operations.  But Philip, tho’ a profound hypocrite, and extremely govern-
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ed by felf-intereft, feems allo to have been himfelf actuated by an imperious bi-
gotry s and as he employed great refle®tion in all his condu&, he could cafily
palliate the gratification of his natural temper under the colour of wifdom, and
find in thisfyftem no lefs advantage to his foreign than his domeftic politics. By
placing himfelf atthe head of the catholic party, he converted the zealots of the
ancient faith into partizans of the Spanifh greatnefs; and by employing the pow-
erful allurement of religion, he feduced every where the fubjets from that allegi-
ance which they owed their native fovereign.

Tue courfe of events, guiding and concurring with choice, had placed Eli-
zabeth in a fitvation diametrically oppofite ; and had raifed her to be the glory,
the bulwark, and the fupport of the numerous, tho’ ftill perfecuted proteftants,
throughout all Europe. More moderate in her temper than Philip, fhe found,
with pleafure, that the principles of her fect required not fuch extreme feverity
in her domeftic government, as was exercifed by that monarch; and having no
object but felf-prefervation, fhe united her interefts in all foreign negociations
with thofe who were every where ftruggling under oppreflion, and guarding
themfelves againft ruin and extermination. The more virtuous {overeign was
thus happily thrown into the more favourable caufe; and fortune, in this in-
ftance, concurred with policy and nature.

Durinc the life-time of Henry the fecond and his fucceffor, the force of thefe
principles was fomewhat reftrained, tho’ not altogether overcome, by the mc-
tives of a fuperior intereft; and the dread of uniting England with the French
monarchy, engaged Philip to maintain a good correfpondence with Elizabeth.
Yet even during this period he rejected the garter which fhe fent him ; he refufed
to ratify the ancient league between the houfe of Burgundy and England *; he
furnifhed fhips to tranfport the French forces into Scotland ; he endeavoured to
intercept the earl of Arran, who was haftening to join the malecontents in that
country ; and the Queen’s wifeft minifters ftill regarded his friendfhip as hollow
and precarious +.  But no fooner did the death of Francis the fecond put an end
to Philip’s apprehenfions with regard to Mary’s fucceflion, than his animofity
againft Elizabeth began more openly to appear, and the interefts of Spain and
England were found oppofite in every negociation and tranfaétion.

TuE two great monarchies of the continent, France and Spain, being pofffied
of nearly equal force, were naturally antagonifts; and England, from its power
and fituation, was intitled to fupport its own dignity, as well as tranquillity, by
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holding the ballance betweer them. Whatever incident, therefore, tended too
much to deprefs any one of thefe rival powers, as it left the other without con-
troul, might be deemed contary to the intereft of England: Yet fo much were
thefe great maxims of policy over-ruled, during that age, by the difputes of
theology, that Philip found :n advantage in fupporting the eftablithed govern-
ment and religion of France; and Elizabeth in protecting fatlion and inno-
vation,

Tue Queen-regent of France, when re-inftated in authority by the death of
her fon, Francis, had formed a plan of adminiftration more fubtile than judi-
cious; and ballancing the Catholics with the Hugonots; the duke of Guife with
the prince of Condé, fhe endeavoured to render herfelf neceffary to both, and to
eftablith her own dominion on their conftrained obediencef. But the equal coun-
terpoile of power, which, ameng foreign nations, is the fource of tranquillity,
proves always the ground of quarrel between domeftic factions; and if the ani-
molfity of religion concur with the frequent occafions which prefent themfelves of
mutual injury, it is impoffible, during any time, to preferve a firm concord in fo
delicate a fituation. The corftable, Montmorency, moved by concern for the
ancignt faith, joined himfelf to the duke of Guife : The King of Navarre, from
his inconftant temper, and his jealoufy of the fuperior genius of his brother,
embraced the fame party : Aad Catherine, finding herfelf deprefied by this com-
bination, had recourfe to Cendé and the hugonots, who gladly embraced the
opportunity of fortifying themfelves by her countenance and proteftion|. An
edict had been publifhed, graiting a toleration to the proteftants ; but the inter-
efted violence of the duke of Guife, covered with the pretence of religious zeal,
broke thro’ this agreement ; and the two parties, after the fallacious tranquillity
of a moment, renewed their mutual infults and injuries. Condé, Coligni, An-
delot, aflembled their friends, and flew to arms: Guife and Montmorency got
pofiefiion of the King’s perfon, and conftrained the Queen-regent to embrace
their party : Fourteen armies were levied and put in action in different places of

France * : Each province, eich city, each family, was agitated with inteftine

rage and animofity. The father was divided againft the fon; the brother againft
the brother ; and women themfelves, facrificing their humanity as well as their

.timidity to the religious fury, diftinguithed themfelves by acts of ferocity and

valour+. Wherever the hugpnots prevailed, the images were broke, the altarg
pillaged, the churches demolihed, the monafteries confumed with fire: Where
fuccefs attended the catholics, they burned the bibles, re-baptized the infants,

conftrained
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conftrained matried perfons to pafs anew thro’ the ceremony : And plunder, de-
folation, and bloodfhed attended equally the triumph of both parties. The Par-
liament of Paris itfelf, the feat of law and juftice, inftead of employing its au-
thority to compofe thefe fatal quarrels, publithed an edif, by which it put the
fword into the hands of the enraged multitude, and empowered the catholics
every where to maffacre the hugonots} : And it was during this period, wheq
men began to be fomewhat enlightned, and in this nation, renowned for polifh-
ed manners, that the theological rage, which had long been boiling in mens
veins, feems to have attained its laft ftage of virulence and ferocity.

PuriLip, who was jealous of the progrefs which the hugonots made in France,
and who dreaded that the contagion would fpread into the Low-Country Provinces,
had formed a fecret alliance with the princes of Guife, and had entered into a mu-
tual concert for the protection of the ancient faith, and the fuppreffion of herefy.
He now fent fix thoufand men, with fome fupply of money, to reinforce the ca-
tholic party ; and the prince of Condé, finding himfelf unequal to fo great a com-
bination, countenanced by the regal authority, was obliged to difpatch the Vi-
dame of Chartres and Briguemaut to London, in order to crave the afift-

ance and -protection of Elizabeth. Moft of the province of Normandy was .
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pofiefied by the hugonots ; and Condé offered to put Havre de Grace into the Grace putin

the garrifon of that place, the Queen fhould likewife fend over three thoufand to
defend Dieppe and Rouen, and fhould furnifh the prince with a fupply of a hun-
dred thoufand crowns]|.

ErizaBETH, befides the general and effendal intereft of fupporting the pro-
teftants, and oppofing the rapid progrefs of her enemy, the duke of Guife, had
other motives which engaged her to accept this propofal. When fhe concluded

ver would voluntarily fulfil the article with regard to the reftitution of Calais;
and many fubfequent incidents had tended to confirm this fufpicion. Confider-
able fums of money had been laid out on the fortifications ; long leafes had been
granted of the lands; and many inhabitants had been encouraged to build and
{ettle there, by affurances that Calais thould never be reftored to the Englith *.
The Queen, thercfore, -very wifely concluded, that could fhe get pofleflion of
Havre, a place which commanded the mouth of the Seine, and was of much
greater importance than Calais, fhe would eafily conftrain the French to execute

3M the

1 Father Paul, lib. vii, Haynes; p 3g1. [| Forbes, vol. II. p. 48. *
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hands of the Englith ; on condition, that, together with three thoufand men for pofiefiion of

he Englifh.

2oth Septem-
the peace at Cateau Cambrefis, fhe had good reafon to forefee, that France ne- ber.
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the treaty, and would have the glory of reftoring to the crown that ancient pof~
{eflion, which was fo much the favourite of the nation.

No meafure could be more generally odious in France, than the conclufion of
this treaty with Elizabeth. Men were naturally led to compare the conduct of
Guife, who had finally chafed the Englith from France, and had barred thefe
dangerous and deftructive enemies from all accefs into it, with the treafonable po-
litics of Condé, who had again granted them an entry into the heart of the king-
dom. The prince had the more reafon to repent of this meafure, that he reaped
not from it all the advantage which he expefted. Three thoufand Englith im-
mediately took poffeflion of Havre and Dieppe, under the command of Sir Ed-
ward Poinings ; but the latter place was found fo little capable of being defend-
ed, that it was immediately abandoned+. The fiege ‘of Rouen was already
formed by the catholics, under the command of the King of Navarre and the
conftable Montmorency ; and it was with difficulty that Poinings could throw a
fmall reinforcement into the place. Tho’ thefe Englith troops behaved with greag
gallantry f, and the King of Navarre was mortally wounded during the fiege ;
the catholics ftill continued the artack of the place, and carrying it at laft by af-
fault, put the whole garrifon to the fword. The earl of Warwic, eldeft fon to
the late duke of Northumberland, arrived foon after at Havre, with another body
of three thoufand Englifh, and took on him the command of the place.

It was expected, that the French catholics, Aufhed with their fuccefs at Rouen,
would immediately have formed the fiege of Havre, which was not as yet in any
condition of defence; but the inteftine diforders of the kingdom foon diverted
their attention to another enterprize. Andelot, feconded by the negociations of
Elizabeth, had levied a confiderable body of proteftants in Germany; and having
arrived at Orleans, the feat of the hugonots’ power, he enabled the prince of
Condé¢ and the admiral to take the field, and oppofe the progrefs of their ene-
mies. After threatening Paris during fome time, they took their march towards
Normandy, with a view of engaging the Englifh to aét in conjun&ion with them,
and of fortifying themfelves with the farther affiftance which they expected from
the zeal and vigour of Elizabeth |. The catholics, commanded by the conftable,
and under him by the duke of Guife, followed on their rear ; and overtaking
them at Dreux, obliged them to give battle. The field was fought with great
obftinacy on both fides; and the action was diftinguifhed by this fignal event,
that Condé and Montmorency, the commanders of the oppofite armies, remain-
ed both of them prifoners in the hands of their enemics. The appearances of

vitory
1 Forbes, vol. II. p. 199. 1 Ibid, p. 161, | bid. p, 230, Davila, Lib, iii.
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viftory remained with Guife ; but the admiral, whofe fate it ever was to be defeated, Chap. 1L
and ftill to rife more terrible after his misfortunes, colleéted the remains of the o
army, and infpiring his own unconquerable courage and conftancy into every

breaft, kept them in a body, and fubdued fome of the moft confiderable places

in Normandy. Elizabeth, the better to fupport his caufe, fent him a new fupply

of a hundred thoufand crowns ; and offered, if he could find merchants to lend him

the money, to give her bond for another hundred thoufand *.

Tue expences incurred by affifting the French hugonots, had emptied the 1563

Queen’s exchequer, notwithftanding her extreme frugality ; and in order to ob- 12 January.
tain fupply, fhe found herfelf under a neceflity of fummoning a Parliament: A Parliament.
An expedient to which fhe never voluntarily had recourfe. A little before the
meeting of this aflembly, fhe had fallen into a dangerous illnefs, the fmall-pox;
and as her life, during fome time, was defpaired of, the people became the more
fenfible of the perilous condition in which they were placed, on account of the
uncertainty which, in cafe of her deceafe, attended the fucceflion of the crown.
The partizans of the Queen of Scots and thofe of the houfe of Suffolk, already
divided the nation into two faétions ; and every one forefaw, that, tho’ it might be
pofiible at prefent to determine the controverfy by law, yet, if the throne was vacant,
nothing but the fword would be able to fix a fucceffor. The commons, there-
fore, on the very opening of the feffion, voted an addrefs to the Queen ; in which,
after enumerating the dangers attending a broken and doubtful fucceffion, and
mentioning the evils which their fathers had experienced from the contending
titles of York and Lancafter, they entreated the Queen to put an end to their ap-
prehenfions, by choofing fome hufband, whom, they promifed, whoever he was,
gratefully to receive, and faithfully to ferve, honour, and obey: Or if the had
entertained any relu&tance to the married ftate, they defired, that the lawful fuc-
ceffor might be named, or at leaft appointed by act of parliament. They remark.
ed, that during all the reigns which had pafled fince the conqueft, the nation had
never before been fo unhappy, as not to know the perfon who, in cafe of the
fovereign’s death, was legally entitled to the fucceflion. And they obferved,
that the certain and fixed order which took place in the inheritance of the French
monarchy, was one chief fource of the ufual tranquillity, as well as of the hap-
pinefs of that kingdom . :

Tuis fubject, tho’ extremely interefting to the nation, was very little agree-
able to the Queen; and (he was fenfible, that great difficulties would attend every
decifion. A declaration in favour of the Queen of Scats, would form a fettlement

3M 2 - perfectly

* Forbes, vol. II. p. 322, 347. { Sir Simon Dewes’s Journ. p. 81
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perfe@tly legal ; becaufe that princefs was commonly allowed to poflefs the right
of blood, and the exclufion given by Henry’s will, deriving its weight chiefly
from an a& of parliament, would lofe all authority whenever the Queen and Par-
liament had made a new fettlement, and reftored the Scottifh line to their place
in the fucceflion. But fhe dreaded the giving encouragement to the catholicss
her. fecret enemies, by this declaration. She was fenfible, that every heir was, in-
fome degree, a rival ; much more one who pofiefied a claim for the prefent pof-
feffion of the crown, and who had already advanced, inavery open manner, thefe
dangerous pretenfions. The great power of Mary, both from the favour of the
catholic princes, and her connections with the houfe of Guife, not to mention the
force and fituation of Scotland, was well known to her; and fhe faw no fecurity
that that princefs, if fortified by a fure profpect of fucceflion, would not again
revive claims which fhe could never yet be prevailed on formally to relinquifh.
Oa the other hand, the title of the houfe of Suffolk was fupported only by the
more zealous proteftants; and it was very doubtful, whethereven a parliamentary
declaration in its favour would beftow on it fuch validity as to give fatisfaction to
the people. The republican part of the conftitution had not as yet acquired fuch
an afcendant as to controul, in any degree, the ideas of hereditary right ; and as
the legality of Henry’s will was ftill difputed, tho’ founded on the utmoft autho-
rity which a Parliament could beftow ; who could be affured, that a more recent
act would be acknowleged to have any greater force or validity 2 In the frequent
revolutions which had of late taken place, the right of blood had ftill prevailed
over religious prejudices; and the nation had ever fhewed itfelf difpofed rather
to change its faith than the erder of fucceflion. Even many Proteftants declared
themfelves in favour of Mary’s claim of inheritance® ; and nothing would en-
danger more general difguft, than to fee the Queen openly, and without referve,
take party againft it. That princefs alfo, finding herfelf injuredin fo fenfible a
point, would thenceforth act as a declared enemy; and uniting together her fo-
reign and domeftic friends, the partizans of her prefent title and of her eventual
fucceffion, would foon bring matters to extremity againft the public eftablifh-
ment. The Queen, therefore, weighing all thefe inconveniencies, which were
great and urgent, was determined to keep both parties in awe, by maintaining
ftill an ambiguous conduct; and fhe chofe rather that the people fhould run the
hazard of contingent events, than that herfelf fhould vifibly endanger her throne,
by employing expedients, which, at beft, did not give entire fecurity to the
nation. She made, therefore, an evalive anfwer to the applications of the com-
mons; and when the houfe, at the end of the feflions, defired, by the mouth

of
* Keith, p. 322.
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of their fpeaker, farther fatisfaction on that head, fhe could not be prevailed on
to make her reply more explicite. She only told them, contrary to her declara-
tions in the beginning of her reign, that fhe had fixed no abfolute refolution
againft marriage ; and fhe added, that the difficulties with which the queftion
of the fucceflion was attended, were fo great, that the would be contented, for
their fake, to remain fome time longer in this vale of mifery ; and never would
depart this life with fatisfaction, till the had laid fome folid foundation for their
future fecurity *.

Tue maft remarkable law paffed this feflion, was that which bore the title of
Affurance of the Queen’s royal power over all flates and [ubjeits within ber domini-
ens¥. By thisact, the afferting twice by writing, word, or deed, the pope’s au-
thority, was fubjetted to the penalties of treafon. All perfons in holy orders
were bound to take the oath of fupremacy ; as alfo, all who were advanced to any
degrees, either in the univerfities or in common law ; all fchoolmafters, officers in
court, or members of Parliament: And the penalty of their fecond refufal was
treafon. The firft offence in both cafes, was punifhed by banifhment and
forfeiture. This rigorous ftatute, which involved a real, tho’ not general, per-
fecution, andof the worft kind too, as it made a {crutiny into mens fecret fenti-
ments, was not extended to any of the degree of a baron; becaufe it was not
fuppofed, that the Queen could entertain any doubt with regard to the fidelity
of perfons pofiefled of fuch high dignity. The lord Montacute made vigorous
oppofition to this bill; and afferted, in favour of the catholics, that they dif-
puted not, they preached not, they difobeyed not the Queen, they caufed no
trouble nor tumults among the people f. It is, however, probable, that fome
fufpicions of their fecret confpiracies had made the Queen and Parliament in-
creafe their rigour againft them; tho’ it is alfo more than probable, that they
were miftaken in the nature of the remedy.

TrerEe was likewile another point where the Parliament, this feflion, fhewed
more the goodnefs of their intention than the foundnefs of their judgment.
They pafled a law again{t fond and fantaftical prophecies, which had been obs-
ferved to feduce the people into rebellion and diforder( : But at the fame time
they enacted a ftatute which was moft likely to increafe thefe and fuch like fu-
perftitions : It was levelled againft conjurations, enchantments, and witchcrafts §,
Witchcraft and herefy are two crimes which always increafe by punithment, and
never are {o effectually fupprefled as by being totally negleted, After the Par-

liament

* Sir Simon D’ Ewes’s Journal, p. 75. + 5Eliz, ¢, s I Strype, vol. I. p. z60,
I sEliz, <15, § 1bid. ¢ 16,
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Chaﬁp- Il liament had granted the Queen a fupply of one fubfidy and two fifteenths, it
'5%3"  was finithed by a prorogation. The convocation likewife voted the Queen a fub-
fidy of fix fhillings in the pound, payable in three years.

WhiLe the Englifh parties exerted thefe calm efforts againft each other, in
parliamentary votes and debates, the French fattions, enflamed to the higheft de-
gree of animofity, continued that cruel war which their intemperate zeal, actu-
ated by the ambition of their leaders, had kindled in the kingdom. The admiral
was fuccefsful in reducing the towns of Normandy which held for the King; but
he frequently complained, that the numerous garrifon of Havre remained totally
unative, and was not employed in any military operations againft the common
enemy. The Queen, in taking pofieffion of that place, had publifhed a mani-
fefto *, in which fhe pretended, that her concern for the French King’s intereft,
had engaged her in that meafure, and that her fole intention was to oppofe her
enemies of the houfe of Guife, who held their prince in captivity, and employed
his power to the deftruction of his beft and moft faithful fubjects. = It was chiefly
her defire to preferve appearances, joined to the great frugality of her temper,
which made her, at this critical junéture, keep her foldiers in garrifon, and re-
ftrain them from committing farther hottilities upon the enemy +. The duke of
Guife, meanwhile, was aiming a mortal blow at the power of the Hugonots ;
and had commenced the fiege of Orleans, which was commanded by Andelot,
and where the conftable was detained prifoner. He' had the profpect of {peedy
fuccefs in this undertaking ; when he was affaffinated by Poltrot, a young gen-
tleman, whofe zeal, inftigated (as it is pretended, tho’ without any certain
foundation) by the admiral and Beza, a famous preacher, led him to attempt
that criminal enterprize.  The death of this gallant prince was a very fen-
fible lofs to the catholic party ; and tho’ the cardinal of Lorraine, his brother,
ftill fupported the intereft of the family, the danger of their progrefs appeared
much lefs imminent, both to Queen Elizabeth and to the French proteftants.
The union, therefore, between thefe allies, which had been cemented by
their common fears, began thenceforth to be lefs intimate ; and the leaders of
the Hugonots were perfuaded to hearken to terms of accommodation. Condé
and Mon'tmore.ncy held c.onferences for fettling the peace; and as they were both
of them impatient to relieve themfelves from captivity, they foon came to an
agreement with regard to the conditions, The chara&er of the Queen-regent
whofe ends were always violent, but who endeavoured, by fubtilty and P;iéy’
rather than force, to attain them, led her to embrace any plaufible terms ; and i;;

{pite

® Forbes, vol. II. + Ibid. p. 276, 279,
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fpite of the admiral’s proteftations, whofe fagacity could eafily difcover the Chap. I

treachery of the court, the articles’of agreement were finally fettled between the
parties. A toleration, under fome reftrictions, was anew granted to the prote-
ftants; a general amnefly was publifhed ; Condé was reinftated in his offices and
governments ; and after money was advanced for the payment of arrears duc to
the German troops, they were difmiffed the kingdom,

By the agreement between Elizabeth and the prince of Condé, it had been
ftipulated *, that neither party thould conclude peace without the confent of the
other ; but this article was at prefent but little regarded by the leaders of the
French proteftants. They only comprehended her fo far in the treaty, as to
obtain a promife, that, on her relinquithing Havre, her charges and the money
which fhe had advanced them, fhould be repaid her by the King of France, and
that Calais, on the expiration of the term, fhould be reftored to her. But
the difdained to accept of thefe terms; and thinking the poffeffion of Havre
a much better pledge for the obtaining her purpofe, the fent Warwic orders
to prepare himfelf againft an attack from the now united power of the French
monarchy.

Tue earl of Warwic, who commanded a garrifon of fix thoufand men, befide
{feven hundred pioniers, had no fooner got pofieflion of Havre, than he employed
every means for putting it in a pofture of defence 13 and after expelling the
French from the town, he encouraged his foldiers to make the moft defperate
defence againft the enemy. The conftable commanded the French army ; the
Queen-regent herfelf, and the King were prefent in the camp; even the prince of
Condé joined the King’s forces, and gave countenance to this enterprize ; the
admiral and Andelot alone, who ftill defired to preferve Elizabeth’s friendfhip,
kept at a diftance, and prudently refufed to join their antient enemies in an attack
upon their allies.

By the force, and difpofitions, and fituation of both fides, it was expetted,
that the fiege would be attended with fome very memorable event; yet did
France make a much eafier acquifition of this important place, than was at firft
apprehended. The plague crept in among the Englifh foldiers ; and being en-
creafed by their fatigue and bad diet (for they were but ill fupplied with provi-
fions 1) it committed fuch ravages, that fometimes an hundred men a day died
of it, and there remained not at laft fifteen hundred in a condition to do duty |-
"The French, meeting with fuch feeble refiftance, carried on their attacks fuccefl

fully ; and having made two breaches, each of them fixty feet wide, they pre-
pared

* Forbes, vol II. p. 7g. - 1 Ibid. p. 158. I Ibid. p. 337, 498. 4 Ibid. p. 450, 458.
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pared for a general affault, which muft have terminated in the flaughter of
the whole garrifon. Warwic, who had frequently warned the council of the
danger, and who had loudly demanded a fupply of men and provifions, found
himfelf obliged to capitulate, and to content himfelf with the liberty of with-
drawing his garrifon. The articles were no fooner figned, than lord Clinton, the
admiral, who had been detained by contrary winds, appeared off the harbour
with a reinforcement of three thoufand men ; and found the place furrendered to
the enemy. To encreafe the misfortune, the infe€ted army brought the plague
with them into England, where it fwept off great multitudes, particularly in
the city of London. Above twenty thoufand perfons there died of it in one
year .|.

ErizapeTn, whofe ufual vigour and forefight had not appeared in thefe tran{-
actions, was now glad to compound matters ; and as the Queen-regent wanted
leizure; in order to prepare meafures for the extermination of the Hugonots, fhe
readily hearkened to any reafonable terms of accommodation with England *. It
was agreed, that the hoftages, which the French had given for the reftitution of
Calais, fhould be reftored for 220,000 crowns ; and. that both fides fhould re-
ferve all their claims and pretenfions.

Tue peace {till continued with Scotland ; and even a cordial friendfhip feemed
to have been: cemented between Elizabeth and Mary. Thefe princefles made
profeffion of the moft entire affection ; wrote amicable letters every week to each
other ; and had adopted, in all appearance, the fentiments, as well as ftyle, of
{ifters. Elizabeth punifhed one Hales, who had compofed a book againft Mary’s
title T3 and as-the lord keeper, Bacon, was thought ‘to have encouraged Hales
in this undertaking, he fell under her difpleafure, and it was with fome diffi-
culty that he was able to give her fatisfaction, and recover her good opinion §.
The two Queens had agreed in the foregoing fummer to an.interview at York B
an order to remove all difficulties with regard to Mary’s ratification of the treaty

1 Forbes, vol. TI. p. 498. %

4 This year the council of Trent was diffolved, which had fat from 1545. The publication of its
decrees excited anew the general ferment in Europe; while the catholics endeavoured to enforce the
acceptance of them, and the proteftants rejeQed them, The religious controverfies were too far advanced
to expet that any convi€lion would refult from the decrees of this council. It is the only general C;L‘"’Cil
which has been held inan age truly learned and inquifitive ;. and as ] ‘ o

: : . : he hiftory of it has been wrote
with great penetration and judgment, it has tended very much to expofe clerical ufurpations. and ;

' : 3 ¥ < € m-
trigues, and may ferve us as a fpecimen of more anti unci e

gues, an ay S pe ient CO‘dnCl]S. No one expe@s to fee another general
council, till the decay of learning and the progrefs of ignorance fhall apain fit mankind for
impoftures. :

* Davila, lib. 3. ¥ Keith, p. 252 § Ibids p.2:3. || Haynes, P- 388.
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of Edinburgh, and to confider of the proper method for fettling the fucceflion of

England : But 2s Elizabeth carefully avoided touching on this delicate fubje&,
the cmploycd a pretext of the wars in France, which, fhe faid, would detain
her in London ; and fhe delayed till next year the intended interview.. Itis alfo
probable, that, being well acquainted with the beauty and addrefs and accom-
plithments of Mary, the did not choofe to ftand the comparifon with regard to
thofe exterior qualities, in which fhe was eclipfed by her rival; and was unwil-
ling, that that princefs, who had already made great progrefs in the efteem and
affetions of the Englifh, fhould have a farther opportunity of encreafing the
number of her partizans.

M arvy’s clofe connexions with the houfe of Guife, and her devoted attach-
ment to her uncles, by whom fhe had been educated and protected, was the
ground of juft and unfurmountable jealoufy to Elizabeth, who regarded them as
her mortal and declared enemies, and was well acquainted with their dangerous
charaéter and ambitious projets. They had made offer of their niece to Don
Carlos, Philip’s fon ; to the King of Sweden, the King of Navarre, the arch-
duke Charles, the duke of Ferrara, ‘the cardinal of Bourbon, who had only taken
deacons orders, from which he might eafily be abfolved ; and they were ready to
marry her to any one, who could ftrengthen their intereft, or give inquictude
and difturbance to Elizabeth *. Lmabeth on her part was equally vigilant to
obviate the execution of their {chemes, and was particularly anxious, leﬂt Mary
fhould form any powerful foreign alliance, which might tempt her to revive her
pretenfions to the crown, and to invade the kingdom from the fide where it was
weakeft and lay moft expofed . As fhe, believed, that the marriage with the
archduke Charles was the moft likely to have place, fhe ufed every expedient tc
prevent it; and befides remonflrating againft it to Mary herfelf, fhe cwdea—
voured to draw off the archduke from that purfuit, by giving him fome reafon
to hope for fuccefs in his pretenfions to herfelf, and by inviting him to a renewal
of the former treaty of marriage f. She = always told the Queen of Scotss
that nothing would fatisfy her but her efpoufing fome Englith nobleman, who
would remove all grounds of jealoufy, and cement the union between the two
kingdoms ; and fhe offcred on this condition to have her title examined, and to
declare her the fucceflor to the crown |J.  After keeping the matter in thefe gene-
ral terms during a twelvemonth, fhe at laft named the lord Robert Dudley, now

3 N created
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created earl of Leicefter, as the perfon on whom fhe defired that Mary’s choice

fhould fall.

Tux earl of Leicefter, the great and powerful favourite of Elizabeth, pof-
fefled all thofe exterior qualities, which are naturally alluring to the fair fex; a
handfome perfon, a polite addrefs, an infinuating behaviour; and by means of
thefe accomplifhments, he had been able to blind even the penetration of Eli-
zab:th, and conceal from her the great defets, or rather odious vices, which
attended his character. He was proud, infolent, interefted, ambitious; without
honour, without generofity, without humanity ; and attoned not for thele bad
qualities, by any fuch abilities or courage, as could fit him for that high truft
and confidence with which fhe always honoured him. Her conftant and de-
clared attachment to him had very naturally emboldened him to afpire to her bed ;
and in order to make way for thefe nuptials, he was univerfally believed to have
murdered, in a barbarous manner, his wife, the heirefs of one Robefart. The
propofal of efpoufing Mary was by no means agreeable to him ; and he always
afcribed it to the contrivance of Cecil, his enemy ; who intended by that artifice
to make him lofe the friendfhip of Mary from the temerity of his pretenfions,
and that of Elizabeth from jealoufy of his attachments to another woman *,
The Queen herfelf had not any ferious intention of effecting this marriage ; but, as
the was defirous, that the Queen of Scots thould never take any hufband, the named
a man, who, fhe believed, was not likely to be accepted of ; and the hoped, by
that means, to gain time, and elude the project of any other alliance. The earl of
Leicefter was too great a favourite to be parted with ; and when Mary, allured
by the profpet of being declared fucceflor to the crown, feemed at laft to
hearken to Elizabeth’s propofal, this princefs receded from her former offers,
and withdrew the bait, which fhe had formerly thrown out to her rival +.  This
duplicity of conduct, joined to fome appearance of an imperious fuperiority,
afflumed by her, had drawn a peevifh letter from Mary ; and the feemingly ami-
cable correfpondence of the two Queens was during fome time interrupted. In
order to make up this breach, the Queen of Scots difpatched Sir James Melvil
to London ; who has given us a very particular account of this negociation.

MeLviL was an agreeable courtier, a man of addrels and converfationy and it
was recommended to him by his miftrefs, that, befides grave reafonings con-
cerning politics and ftate-affairs, he fhould introduce more entertaining topics of
converfation, fuitable to the fprightly character of Elizabeth; and fhould endea-
your by that means to infinuate himfelf into her confidence. He fucceeded fo

well,

* Camden, p. 396. + Keith, p. 269, 270. Appendix, p.158. Strype, vol. L. P- 414.
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well, that he threw that artful princefs entirely off her guard f, and brought her
to difcover the bottom of her heart, full of all thofe levities and follies and
ideas of rivalfhip, which pofiefs the youngeft and moft frivolous of her fex. He
talked to her of his travels, and forgot not to mention the different drefies of
the ladies in different countries, and the particular advantages of each, in fetting
off the beauties of the thape and perfon. The Queen faid that fhe had drefies of all
ceuntries, and fhe took care thenceforth to mcet the ambaflador every day appa-
relled in a different habit : Sometimes the was drefled in the Englith garb, fome-
times in the French, fometimes in the Italian; and fhe afked him, which of
them became her moft. He anfwered, the Italian; a reply, that he knzw would
be agreeable to her, becaufe that mode fhowed her flowing locks, which, he
remarked, tho’ they were more red than yellow, fhe fancied to be the fineft in
the world. - 'She defired to know of him what was reputed the beft colour of
hair : She afked whether his Queen’s hair or hers was belt : She even enquired
which of them he efteemed the faireft perfon: A very delicate queftion, and
which he prudently eluded, by faying that her majefty was the faireft perfon in
England, and his miftrefs in Scotland. She next demanded which of them was
talleft : He replied, his queen : Then, faid Elizabeth, fhe is too tall : For I my-
{elf am of a juft ftature. Having learned from him, that his miftrefs fome-
times recreated herfelf by playing on the harpficord, an inftrument at which fhe
herfelf excelled, fhe gave orders to lord Hunfdon, that he fhould lead him,
as it were cafually, into an apartment, where he might hear her performance ;
and when Melvil, as if ravithed with the harmony, broke into the Queen’s apart-
ment, fhe pretended to be difpleafed at his intrufion ; but ftill took care to afk
whether he thought Mary. or her the beft performer on that inftrument *,
From the whole of her behaviour, Melvil thought he might, on his return, affure
his miftrefs that fhe bad no reafon ever to expe& any cordial friendthip from
Elizabeth, and that all her profeflions of amity were full of falfhood and dif.
fimulation.

AFTER two years had been fpent in evafions and artifices 1, Mary’s fubje@s
and counfellors, and probably herfelf, began to think it full time that fome alli-
ance were concluded ;-and the lord Darnley, fon to the earl of Lenox, was the
perfon, in whom moft mens opinions and wifhes centered. He was Mary’s coufin-
german, by the lady Margaret Douglas, niece to Harry the eighth, and daughte
to the earl of Angus, by Margaret, Queen of Scotland. He had been born
and educated in England, where the earl of Lenox had conftantly refided, ever

3N 2 fince

1 Haynes, p. 447. * Melvil, ps 49, 508 T Keith, p. 264
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