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M E s I. 

C HA P. I. 

l1ltrodutlion.-'James's firfl tranfaelions.-State of Europe.
Rofni' s negotiations.-Raleigh' s confpiracy.-Hampton-court con
ftrence.-A Parliament.-Peace with Spain. 

HE crown of England was never tranfmitted from father to fon with 16o3; 

greater tranquillity, than it palfed from the family of Tudor to that of 
Stuart. During the whole reign of Elizabeth, the eyes of men had 
been employed in fearch of her fuccelfor; and when old age made the 

profpetl: of her death more immediate, there appeared none but the King of Scot
land, who could advance any juft claim or pretenfion to the throne. He was the 
great-grandfon of Margaret, eldeft daughter of Henry VII. and, on the failure 
of all the male-line, his hereditary right remained unqueftionable. If the reli
gion of Mary ~een of Scots, and the other prejudices contraCl:~d againft her, 
had formed any confiderable obftacle to her fucceffion ; thefe objections, being 
entirely perfonal, had no place with regard to her fon. Men alfo confidered, 
that, tho' the title, derived from blood, had been frequently violated fince the 
Norman conqueft, fuch licences had proceeded more from force or intrigue, than 
from any deliberate maxims of government. The lineal heir had ftill in the end 

.VoL. V. B pre-: 
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prevailed; and both his exclufion and reftoration had been commonly attended 
with fuch convulGons, as were fufficient to warn all prudent men not lightly to give 
way to fllch irregularities. If the will of Henry VIII. authorized by aB: of parlia
ment, had tacitly excluded the Scottifh line; the tyranny and caprices of that mo
narch had rendered his memory fo odious, that a fettlement of this nature, unfup
ported by any juft reafon, had no authority with the people. Q!!een Elizabeth too, 
with her dying breath, had recognized the undoubted title of her kinfman J ames ; 
and the whole nation feemed to difpofe themfelves with joy and pleafure for his re
ception. Tho' born and educated amidO: a foreign and hoftile people, men hope', 
from his charaCter of moderation and wifdom, that he would embrace the maxims 
of an Englifh monarch; and the prudent forefaw greater advantages, refulting 
from an union with Scotland, than difadvantages from fubmitting to a prince of 
that nation. The alacrity, with which the Englifh looked towards the fucceffor, 
had appeared fo evident to Elizabeth, that, concurring with other caufes, it affected 
her with the deepeft melancholy; and that wife Princefs, whofe penetration and 
experience had given her the greateft inGght into human affairs, had not yet fuffi· 
ciently weighed the ingratitude of courtiers, and levity of the people. 

As viCtory abroad, and tranquillity at home, had ever attended this queen, fue 

Firft tranfac
tions of this 
reign. 

left the nation in fuch flourilhing circumftances, that her fucceffor poffeffed every 
advantage, except that of comparifon with her illu£l:rious name, when he mounted 
the throne of England. The King's journey from Edinburgh to London imme
diately afforded to the inquifitive feme circumftances of comparifon, which even 
the natural partiality in favour of their new foverejgn, could not interpret to his 
·advantage. As he paffed along, all ranks of men flocked about him, from every 
quarter; a11ured by intereft or curiofity. Great were the rejoicings, and loud and 
hearty the acclamations which refounded from all fides; and every one could re
melnber ow the affability and popularity of their queen difplayed themfelves, 
.amidft fuch concourfe and exultation of her fubjtEts. But James, tho' fociable 
and familiar with his friends and courtiers, hated the buftle of a mixt multitude. , 
·.and tho' far from difiiking flattery, yet was he ftill fonder of tranquillity and eafe. 
He therefore iffued a proclamation, forbidding this great refort of people, on pre• 
tence of the fcarcity of provifions, and other inconveniencies, which would neceffa-

rily attend it*. 
HE was not, however, infenfible to the great overflow of affetlion, which ap-

peared in his new fubjeB:s; and being himfelf of an affectionate temper, he feems 
o have been in hafi:e to make them fome return of kindnefs and good offices. T (} 

. this motive, probably, we are to afcribe that profufion of titles, which was ob4 
· ferved in the beginning of his reign ; when in fix weeks time, afcer his entrance 

• Keonet, p. 66z. 
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into the kingdom, he is computed to have beil:owed knighthood on no lefs than 

2.37 perfons. If ~een Elizabeth's frugality of honours, as well as of money, had 

been formerly repined at, it began now to be valued and eil:eemed : And every 

one was fenfible, that the King, by his lavifh and premature conferring of favours, 

had failed of obliging the perfons, on whom he beitowed them. Titles of all kinds 

became fo common, that they were no longer marks of diftinction; and being 

diftributed, w · ~'1out choice or deliberation, to perfons, unknown to the Prince, 

were regarded more as the proofs of facility and good-nature, than of any deter

n1ined friend!hip and efreem. 

A pafquinade was affixed to St. Paul's, in which an art was promifed to be 

taught, very neceffary to affift frail memories, in retaining the names of the new 

Nobility •. 
WE may prefume, that the Englifb would have thrown lefs blame on the King's 

facility in beftowing favours, had thefe been confined entirely to their own na

tion, and had not been thared out, in too unequal proportions, to his old fubjects. 

J ames, who, thro' his whole reign, was more guided by temper and inclination 

than by the rules of political prudence, had brought with him great num

bers of his Scots courtiers ; whofe impatience and importunity were apt, in many 

particulars, to impofe on the eafy nature of their n1after, and extort favours, of 

which, it is natural to imagine, his Englith fubjects would very loudly complain. 

The Duke of Lenox, the Earl of Mar, the Lord Hume, Lord Kinlofs, Sir George 

Flume, Secretary Elphinftone t, were immediate! y added to the Engliili privy 

council. Sir George Hume, whom he created Earl of Dunbar, was his declared 

favourite as long as that Nobleman lived ; and was the wifeft and m oft virtuous, 

tho' the leaft powerful, of all thofe whom the King ever honoured with that di

ftincHon~ Hay, fome time after, was created Vifcount Doncafter, and then Earl ' 

of Carlifie, and got an immenfe fortune from the crown ; all which he fpent in 

a fplendid and courtly manner. Ramfay obtained the title of Earl of Holdernefs; 

and many others, being raifed, on a fudden, to the higheft elevation, encreafed, 

by their infolence, that envy, which naturally attended them, as enemies and 

!hangers. 
1 T muft, however, be owned, in juftice to J ames, that he left almo!l all the 

chief offices in the hands of Elizabeth's minifters, and trufted the conduct of 

political concerns, both foreign and domeftic, to his Englith fubjects. Among 

thefe, Secretary Cecil, created fucceffively Lord Effindon, Vifcount Cranborne, 

and Earl of Salifuury, was always regarded as his prime n1iniil:er and chief coun· 

fellor. Tho' the capacity and penetration of this miniil:er were fufficiently known, 

his favour with the King created great furprize on the acceffion of that monarch. 

Cecil was fon of the famous Burleigh, whofe merits towards his fovereign and hi$ 

" 'Vilfon in Ken net, p. 66 5. t Wilfon in Kennet, p. 66z. 
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country were great; but whole name was raturally odious to J ames, as the declared 

enemy of his mother, and the chief caufe )f her tragical death, by fome efteemed 

the great fi ain in the bright annals of Eli~abetb. He himfelf, as well as his fa

ther, had fl:ood at the head of the court-faCtion, which oppofed the greatnefs of 

the E arl of Effex, and which, affifted by the imprudence or rather frenzy of that 

favourite, at Jaft brought him to the fcafold. The people, by whom the Earl 

was infinitely beloved, refented the condtfr of his enemies; but James frill more, 

who had maintained a fecret correfponderce with Effex, and regarded him a" a 

zealous partizan for the fucceffion in th~ houfe of Stuart. Sir W alter Ralcigh, 

Lord Grey, Lord Cobham, Cecil's affocates, felt immediately the effeCts ot thefe 

prejudices of their mafter, and were difmifed from their employments *: But Cecil, 

who poifeffed all the art and cunning of a courtier, as well as many of the talents of 

a great ftatefman, had found the means of making his peace with J ames; and, un

known both to Elizabeth and all the otheJ minifters, had entered into a fecret com

merce with the fucceffor, during the latte· years of the Qyeen's adminiftration. 

TH.E capacity of J ames and his minift~rs in negotiation was imn1ediately put to 

trial, on the appearance of ambaffadorsfrom almoft all the princes and ftates of 

Europe, in order to congratulate the Ki1g on his acceffion to the throne, and to 

form with him new treaties and allianctS. Befide minifters from Venice, Den

mark, the Palatinate; Henry Frederic <f Naffau, affifted by Barnevelt the Penfi

onary of Holland, reprefented the ftatesof the United Provinces. Aremberg was 

fent by Archduke Albert ~ and Taxis vas expeCted in a little time from Spain. 

But he who excited moft t •• e attention cf the public, both on account of his own 

merit and that of his m after, was the Marquefs of Rofni, afterwards Duke of 

Sully, prime minifter and favourite of :-Ienry IV. of France. 

WHEN the dominions of the houfe cf Auftria dctvolved on Philip II. all Eu

rope was ftruck with terror; left the po~r of a family, which had been raifed by 

fortune, fuould now be carried to an imneafurable height, by the wifdom and con· 

duCt of this monarch. But never weJC apprehenfions found in the event to be 

more groundlefs. Slow without prucrnce, ambitious without enterprize, falfe 

without deceiving any body, and refired without any true judgment ; fuch was 

the charaCl:er of Philip, and fuch the chrraCter, which, during his life- time and af

ter his death, he impreffed on the Spmi!h councils. Revo~ted or depopulated 

provinces, difcontented or indolent inh1bitants, were the fpectacles, which thofe 

dominions, lying in every climate of dle globe, prefented to Philip Ill. a weak 

prince, and to the Duke of Lerma, a ninifter, weak and odious. But tho' mili

tary difcipline, which ftill remained, Wls what alone gave fome appearance of life 

and vigour to that languiihing body ; ;et fuch was the terror, produced by former 

• Keu1et, p. 66 3• 
power 
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power and ambition, that the reduction of the houfe of Auftria was the object of Chap. I. 

mens vows, throughout all the fiates of chriftendom. It was not perceived, 1 6°3· 

that the French empire, now united in domeftic peace, and governed by the moft 

heroic and m oft amiable prince, that adorns modern ftory, was become, of itfelf, 

a fufficient counterpoife to the Spanilh greatnefs. Perhaps, that prince himfelf Rofni's nego

did not perceive it, when he propofed, by his minifter, a league with J ames, in tiations. 

conjunction with Venice, the United Provinces, and the nor. hern crowns; in or-

der to attack the Aufl:rian dominions on every fide, and deprefs the exorbitant 

power of that ambitious family*. But the genius of the Englifh Monarch was not 

equal to fuch vaft ent;: rprizes. The love of peace was his ruling paffion ; and 

it was his peculiar felicity, that the conjunctures of the times rendered the fame 

object, which was agreeable to him, in the higheft degree advantageous to his 

people. 

THE French amba!fador, therefore, was obliged to depart from thefe extenfive 

aims, a '"Id to concert with J ames the means of providing for the fafety of the United 

Provinces. Nor was this object altogether without its difficulties: The King, 

before his acceffion to the throne of England) had entertained very ftrong fcruples 

with rpgard to the revolt of the Low Countries; and being always open and fin .. 

ceret, except when deliberately refolved to diffemble, he had, on many occafions, 

gone fo far as to give the Dutch the denomination of rebels :f:. But having con

verfed more fully with his Englifh minifiers and courtiers, he found their attach

ment to that republic fo ftrong, and their opinion of common intereft fo efta

blifhed, that he was obliged to facrifice to politics his fenfe of juftice; a quality, 

which, even when erroneous, is refpectable as well as rare in a monarch. He there

fore agreed with Rofni to fupport fecretly the ftates-genera], in concert with the 

King of France; left their weaknefs and defpair !hould oblige them to fubmit to 

their old mafter. The articles of tl e treaty were few and fimple. It was ftipu

lated, that the two Kings lhou!d allow the Dutch to levy forces both in France 

and Britain; and lhould underhand remit to that republic the fum of 14oo,ooo 

livres a year for the pay of thefe forces: That the whole fum fhould be advanced 

by the King of France ; but that the third of it fhould be deducted from a debt 

due by him to Q9een Elizabeth. And if the Spaniard attacked either of the Prin

ces, they agreed to affift each other; I-Ienry with a force of ten thoufand, J ames 

with that of fix thoufand men. This t eaty, one of the wifeft and m oft equitable 

concluded by J ames, during the whole courfe of his reign, was more the work of 

the Prince himfelf, than any of his minifters 11· 

* Sully's Memoirs. 

t Monfieur de la Boderie, the French leaguer, ambaiTador at that time in England, afcribes the 

virtue of opennefs and fincerity to the King. Le nature/ du Roi ejl ajfez. ou<Vert. Vol. i. p. 1 zo. 

:t Winwood, vol. ii. p. 55· ~ Sully's Memoirs. 
AMIDST 
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Chap. r. AMIDST the great tranquillity, both foreign and do neftic, with ~hich th~ na· 
~6o,3· tion was bleil, nothing could be more furprifing than the difcovery ot a confp1racy 

~f;~~f. scor.- to fubvert the government, and to fix on the throne of England Arabella Stu~rt, 
a near relation of the King, and defcended equally from fienry VII. Every thmg 
remains frill myft~rious in this confpiracy; and hifi:ory can giye us no clue to un
ravel it. W atfon and Clarke, two catholic priefts, were accufed of the plot : 

Lord Grey, a puritan : Lord Cob ham, a thoughtlefs man, of no fixt principle: 
And Sir Walter Raleigh, fufpeB:ed to be of that philofophical feet, who were then 
extremely rare in England, and who have fince receivo the appellation of free
thinkers. Together with thefe, Mr. Broke, brother to Lord Cobham, Sir Griffin 
Markham, Mr. Coplay, Sir Edward Parham. What cement could unite men of 

fuch difcordant principles in fo dangerous a combination; what end they pro· 
pofed, or what means proportioned to an undertaking of this nature, has never yet 

been explained, and cannot eafily be imagined. As Raleigh, Grey, and Cobham 

were commonly believed, after the ~een's death, to have oppofed proclaiming 
the King, till conditions fhouJd be made with him ; they were, upon that, as 
well as other accounts, extremely obnoxious to the court and miniftry ; and people 
were apt, at firft, to fufpeB:, that the plot was merely a contrivance of Secretary 
Cecil, to get rid of his old confederates, now become his m oft inveterate enemies. 
But the confeffion, as well as trial of the criminals, put the matter beyond all 
doubt *. And tho' no one could find any marks of a concerted enterprize, it ap
peared, that men of furious and ambitious fpirits, meeting frequently together:. 

and believing all the world difcontented like themfelves, had entertained very cri
minal projeCts, and had even entered, fame of them at leaft, into a correfpon
dence with Aremberg, the Flemiili ambaifador, in order to give difturbance to 

the new fettlement. 
THE two prieftst and Broke:J: were executed: Cobham, Grey, and Markham 

were pardoned§, after they had laid their heads upon the block 11· Raleigh too was 
reprieved, not pardoned; and he remained in confinement many years afterwards. . 

IT appears from Sully's Memoirs, that Raleigh fecretly offered his fervices to 
the French ambaffador; and we may thence prefume, that, meeting with a re

pulfe from that quarter, he had recourfe, for the fame uawarrantable purpofes, 

to the Flemiili minifter. Such a conjecture we are now enabled to form ; but it 
n1uft be confefied, that, . on his trial, there appeared no proof of this tranfaction 
nor indeed any circumftance which could juftify his condemnation. He wa; 
accufed by Cobham alone, in a fudden fit of paffion, upon hearing, that Raleigh, 

when examined, had pointed out forne circumftances, by which Cobham's guiit 
n1ight be known and afcertained. This accufation Cobham afterwards retracted ; 

• State Trials, p. 180. Winwood, vol, ii. p. 8, 1 1. Second Edition. i· November 29. 

and 
:t December 5. § December 9· n Win wood, vol. ii. p. 11. 
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a;d foon after, retraaed his retraB:ation. Yet, upon the written evidence of this 

fingle witnefs, a man of no honour nor underfl:anding, and fo contraditl:ory in his 

tefiimony; not confronted with Raleigh; not fupported by any concurring cir

cumftance; was that great man, contrary to all law and equity, found guilty by 

the jury. His name was at that time extremely odious in England ; and every 

n1an was pleafed to give fenten~..e againft the capital enemy of Effex, the favourite 

of the people. 

SIR Edward Coke, the famous lawyer, then attorney-general, managed the caufe 

for the crown, and threw out on Raleigh fuch grofs abufe, as may be deemed a 

great reflection not only on his own memory, but even, in fame degree, on the 

manners of that age. Traitor, monfter, viper, and fpider of helJ, are the terms, 

which he employs againft one of the moft illufl:rious men of the kingdom, who 

was under trial for life and fortune, and who defended himfelf with furprizing 

temper, eloquence, and courage *. -

Chap. T. 
x6o3. 

THE next occupation of the King was entirely according to his heart's content. 16o4. 

He was now employe in iB:ating magi erially to an affembly of divines con

cerning points of faith and difcipline, and in receiving the applaufes of thefe holy 

men for his fuperior zeal and learning. The religious difputes between the church 

and the puritans had induced him to call a conference at Hampton- court, on pre· 

tence of finding expedients, which might reconcile both parties. 

THo' the feverities of Elizabeth towards the catholics had much weakened tha: 

party, whofe genius was averfe to the prevailing fpirit of the nation ; like feveri· 

ties had had fo little influence on the pl.lritans, who were encouraged by that fpi· 

rit, that no lefs than feven hundred and fifty clergymen of that party figned 1 

petition to the King on his acceffion ; and many more feemed willing to adher: 

to it t. They all hoped, that James, having received his education in Scotland, 

and having ever profelfed an attachment to the church eftablifhed there, woul(l 

at le aft abate the rigour of the la w,s enacted againft puritans ; if he did not fhow 

them more particular grace and encouragement. But the King's difpofition ha,f 

taken ftrongly a contrary byafs. The more he knew the puritanical clergy, de 

lefs favour he bore them. He had remarked in their Scots brethren a violer.t 

turn towards republicanifm, and a zealous attachment to civil liberty ; principles 

nearly allied to that religious enthufiafm, with which they were actuated. He 

had found, that being mofily perfons of low birth and mean education, the farre 

lofty pretenfion~, which attended them in their familiar addrdfes to their Make·, 

of whom they believed themfelves the peculiar favourites, induced them to ure 

the utmoft freedoms with their e.Jrthly fovereign. In both capacities, of monarch 

and oftheologian, he had experienced the little complaifance, which they we·e 

• State Trials, firft edit. p. 176, 1 7 7, 18 2. t Fuller, book x. Collier, vol. ii, p. 672. 
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difpofed to !how him ; whilfl: they controuled his commands, difputed his te: 
nets, and to his face, before the whole people cenfured his condutl: and beha
viour. If he had fubmitted to the indignity of courting their favour, he trea
fured up the ftronger refentment againfl: them, and was determined to make them 
feel, in their turn, the weight of his authority. Tho' he had often met with re
fifrance and faction and obfl:inacy in the Scots ability, he retained no ill-will t() 

that order; or rather lhowed them favour and !~indnefs in England, beyond what . 
reafon and found policy could well juftify : Bt -: the afcendant, which the pref
byterian clergy had affumed over him, was what his monarchical pride could ne-. 

ver thoroughly digeft *. 
HE dreaded likewife the popularity, which , tended this order of men in both 

kingdoms. As ufelefs aufterities and felf-deni a uA e imagined, in many religions. 
to render us acceptable to a benevolent Being, wl o ~reated us foJely for happinefs, 

James remarked, that the ruftic feverity of tht.fe c ~ymen and of their whole feet 
had given them, in the eyes of the multitude, the .., nearance of fanCtity and vir

tue. Strongly inclined himfelf to mirch and wine n r. orts of all kinds, he ap
prehended their cenfure for his manner of life, free~ ~ d J u-engaged. And, being 
thus averfe, from temper as well as policy, to the feet of pudtans, he was refolved, 

if poffi ble, to prevent its further growth in England. 

BuT it was the character of J ames's councils, throughout his whole reign, 
that they were more wife and equitable, in their end, than prudent and political~ 
in the means. Tho' juftly fenfible, that no part of civil adminiftration required 

greater care or a nicer judgment than the conduct of religious parties, whofe va

rious geniufes, affections and antipathies, have fo mighty in influence on public af
fairs; he had not perceived, that in the fame proportion as this practical know lege 
of theology is re4uifite, the fpeculative refinements in it are mean, and even dan· 
gerous in a monarch. By entering zealoufly into frivolous difputes, J ames gave 
them an air of importance and dignity, which they could not otherwife have ac

quired; and being himfelf inlifted in the quarrel, he could no longer have recourfe 
to contempt and ridicule, the only proper method of appeafing it. The church of 
England had not yet abandoned the rigid doCtrines of grace _and predeftination : 
The puritans had not yet totally feparated themfelves from the church, nor open

ly renounced epifcopacy. Tho' the fpirit of the parties was confiderably diffe
rent, the only apparent fu~jetts of difpute were concerning the crofs in baptifm, 

the ring in marriage, the ufe of the furplice, the bowing at the name of J e-

• James ventured to ftty in hi s Bafilicon Doron, publifhed while he was in Scotland: '' I proteft 
4 ' before the great God, and lince I am here as upon my Teftament, it is no place for me to lie in, 

u that ye fhall never find with any Highland or Borderer thieves, greater ingrat:tude and more 1iei 
" and vile perjuries, than with thefe fanatic fp irit:> : And fuffer not the principal of them to brook 

H ypur land." King Jllmds fror~s, p. 161. · 
fus. 
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fus. Thefe were the mighty quefl:ions, which were folemn1y agitated in the con· Ch ·P· I. 

ference at Hampton-court between fame bi!hops and dignified clergymen on the Cnn;tr;~~;e at 

one hand, and fame leaders of the puritan party on the other ; the King and his Ha mpton-

• 'Jl. b • i. '* COU i t. 

mm1ners emg pre1ent ·. 

THE puritans were here fo unreafonable as to complain of a partial and unfair 4th _cf Janu· 

n1anagement of the difpute ; as if the fearch after truth were in any degree the ob- ary. 

ject of fuch conferences, and a candid indifference, fo rare even an·,ong private in-

quirers, in philofophical queftions, could ever be expected among princes and pre-

lates, in a theological controverfy. The King, it muft be confeffed, from the be-

ginning of the Conference, fhowed the ftrongeft propenfity to the efiablifhed 

church, and frequently inculcated a maxin1, which, tho' it has fame fou ndation, 

is to be received with great limitations, No BISHOP, No KING. The Bifhops, 

in their turn, were very liberal of their praifes towards the royal difputant ; and 

the archbifhop of Canterbury faid, that undoubtedly his Majefly fpoke by the JPe-

cial a./Jtflance of God's fpirit f. A few alterations in the liturgy were agreed to, 

and both parties feparated With mutual diffatic;faclion. 

IT had frequently been the practice of puritanical clergymen to form togethet· 

certain aifemblies, which they called prophefyings; where alternately, as moved by 

the fpirit, they difplayed their pious zeal in prayers and exhortations, and raifed 

their own enthufiafm, as well as that of their audience, to the higheft pitch, from 

that facial contagion, which has fo mighty an influence on holy fervours, and 

from the mutual emulation, which arofe in thofe trials of religious eloquence. 

Such dangerous focieties had been fuppreffed by Elizabeth ; and the miniffers in 

this conference moved the King for their revival. But J ames fharply replied, 

If you aim at a Scottifh -prejbytery, it agrees as 'Well with monarchy as God and the 

devd. '[here Jack and Tom and Will and Dick jhall meet and cenfure me and my 

council. '(berefore I reiterate my former JPeech. Le Roi s'avifera. Stay, I pray, 

for one feven years before )'OU demand; and then, if you find me grow purjie and fa.t, 

1 may perchance hearken unto )'OU. For thaf government will keep me in breath, and 

gi·ve me work enough :J:. Such were the political confiderations, which determined 

the King in his choice among religious parties. 

THE next aifembly, in which J ames difplayed his learning and eloquence, was A parl iament. 

one, that fhowed fame more fpirit of liberty than appeared among his bifhops and 

theologians. The parliament was now ready to affemble; being fo long delayed 

on account of the plague, which had broke out in London, and raged to fuch a March 19. 

degree, that 3o,ooo perfons are computed to have died of it in a year; tho' the 

City contained at that time only about I ~o,ooo inhabitants. 

THE fpeech, which the King made on opening the parliament, difplays fully 

his character, and proves him to have poffeffed more knowlege and greater parts 

• Fuller's Ecclefiaft. Hiftory. 

VoL. V. 
t Kennet, p. 66 5. 

c 
:t: Fuller's Ecclefiaft. Hiftory. 

than 
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than prudence or any juft fenfe of decorum and propriety •. Tho' few produCtions 
of the age furpafs t 1is fpeech either in ftyle or matter ; it wants that majeftic bre

vity and referve, which becomes a king in his addreffes to the great council of 
the nation. It contains, however, a very remarkable firoke of candor, where he 
confeffes his too great facility in yielding to the felicitations of fuitors t : A fault, 
which he promifes to correCt, but which adhered to him, and diftreffed hin1, dur-

ing the whole courfe of his reign. 

THE firft bufineis, in which the commons were engaged, was of the utmoft 

importance to the prefervation of their privileges; and neither temper nor refolu-

tion were wanting in their conduct of it. 
IN former periods of the Englifh government, the houfe of commons were of 

fo fmall weight in the balance of tr.e conft:itution, that little attention had been gi· 

ven, either by the crown, the people, or the houfe itfelf, to the choice and con

tinuance of the members. It had been ufual, after parliaments were prolonged 

beyond one feffion, for the chancellor to exert a difcretionary authority, of iffu

ings new writs to fupply the place of any members, whom he judged incapable 
of attending, either on account of their employment, their ficknefs, or other im
pediment. This praCtice gave that minifrer, and confequently the prince, an un- -
limited power of garbling at pleafure the reprefentatives of the nation ; yet fo 

little jealoufy had it created, that the commons, of themfelves, without any court- ... 

influence or intrigue, and contrary to fome former votes of their own, confirmed 

it in the twenty .. third of Elizabeth :1:· At that time, tho' fome members, whofe 

place had been fupplied on account ot ficknefs, having now recovered their health, 
appeared in the houfe, and claimed their feat ; fuch was the authority of the chan
cellor, that merely out of refpeCt to him, his fentence was adhered to, and the new 
members were .continued in their places. Here a moft dangerous prerogative was 
conferred on the crown : But to £how the genius of that age, or rather the channels 
in which power then ran, the crown put very little value on this authority ; info

'.nuch, that two days afterwards, the chancellor, of himfelf, refigned it back to 
the commons, and gave them power to judge of a particular vacancy in their houfe. 

A.nd when the queftion, concerning the chancellor's new writs, was again brought 

on the carpet towards the end of the feffion, the commons were fo little terrified at: 

the precedent, that, tho' they re-admitted fome old members, whofe feats had been 
vacated, on account of flight indifpofitions,. yet they confirmed the chancellor'·s 

fentence, in inftances where the diftemper appeared dangerous and incurable 11. Nor 
did they proceed any farther, in vindication of their privileges, than to vote, that· 

• K. James's Works, i· 484, 485, &c. Journ. 22d March, 1603. Kennet, p. (68. 

f K. James's Work5, p. 495,496. t Journ. 19th January-, 1580. 

\1 Journ. March 18, 1 sSo. See farther, D'Ewes, p. 4:30. 
during 
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during the fitting of parliament, there do not, at any time, any writ go out for the 

thoojing or returning any member, without the warrant of the houfe. In Elizabeth's 

reign, we may remark, and the reigns preceding, feilions of parliament ufually 

continued not above the twelfth par~ fo long as the vac,ltions: and during the lat

ter, the chancellor's power, if he pleafed to exert it, was ftillleft, by this vote, as 

unlimited and unreftrained as ever. 

IN a fubfequent parliament, the abfolute authority of the Q9een was exerted 

in a manner ftill more open; and began for the firft time to give alarm to the 

commons. New writs having been iffued by the chancellor, when there was 

no vacancy, and a controverfy arifing upon that incident; the ~een fent a mef

fage to the houfe, informing them, that it was impertinent for them to deal in 

fuch matters. Thefe queftions, fhe faid, belonged only to 'the chancellor; and . 

fhe had appointed hin1 to confer with the judges, in order to fettle all difputes 

with regard to eleCtions. The commons had the courage, a few days after, to 

vote, " That it was a moft perilous precedent, where two knights of a county 

'' were duly eleCted, if any new w i o 1ld ·ffue out for a fecond election, with

" out order of the houfe itfelf; that the difcuffing and adjudging of this and 

" fuch like differences belonged only to the houfe; and that there fhould be no 

" meffage fent to the lord chancellor, not fo much as to enquire what he had 

" done in the matter, becaufe it was conceived to be a matter derogatory to the 

" power and privilege of the houfe *." This is the moft confiderable, and al

inoft on 'y inftance of parliamentary liberty, which occurs, during the reign of 

that Princefs. 

OuTLAWS, whether on account of debts or crimes, had been declared by the 

judges t, incapable of a feat in the houfe, where they muft themfelves be law

givers: But this opinion of the judges had been frequently over-ruled. I find, 

however, in the cafe of Vaughan :j:, who was queftioned for an outlawry, that, 

having proved all his debts to have been contracted for furetifhip, and to have 

been, moft of them, honeftly compounded, he was allowed, on account of thefe 

favourable circumftances, ftill to keep his feat : Which plainly fuppofes, that, 

, otherwife, it would have been vacated, on account of the outlawry 11· 

• D'Ewe~, p. 397. t 39 H. VI. t Journ. Feb. 8, 15 So. 

ll In a fubfequent parliament, that of the 35th of the ~een, the Commons, after great debate, 

exprefly voted, that a perfon out-lawed might be eleB:ed. D'Ewes, p. 518. But as the matter h~d been 

much contefted, the King might think the vote of the Houfe no law, and might efteem his own deci

fion of more weight than theirs. We may alfo fuppofe, that he was not acquainted with this vote. 

Q£een Elizabeth in her fpeech to her Iaft Parliament complained of their admitting outlaws, and re

prefents that conduCt of the Houfe as a great abufe. 

' c ! :WHEN 

Chap . . 
1604· 
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HISTORY or GREAT BRITAIN. 

•tr. d 1 . * . t. h 
WHEN James fummoned this parliament, he 1uue a proc amatwn ; m watc 

among many general advices, which, like a kind tutor, he bellowed on his peo
ple, he ftriCtly charges them not to chufe any outlaw for their rcprefentative. 
And he adds; If any perfon take upon him the place of knight, citizen, or burgefs, 
not being duly elefled, according to the laws and fiatutes in that behalf provided, and 
according to the purport, e.ffett, and true meaning of this our proclamation, then every 
per fort fo ojfendi11g, to be fined or imprijoned for the fame. A proclamation here was 
plainly put on the fame footing with a law, and that in fo delicate a point as the 
rigt t of elections: Moll: alarming circun1fl:ances, had there not been reafon to be
lieve, that this meafure, being entered into fo early in the King's reign, pro
ceeded more from precipitation and mifl:ake, than from any ferious defign of in-

vading the privileges of his parliament t. 
SIR Francis Goodwin was chofen · member for the county of Bucks; and his 

return, as ufual, was made into chancery. The chancellor, pronouncing him 
an outlaw, vacated his feat, and i!fued writs for a new eleB..ion t· Sir John For
tefcue was chofen in his place by the county: But the firft act of the houfe was 
to reverfe the chancellor's fentence, and reftore Sir Francis to his feat. At th~ 
King's inftigation, the lords defired a conference on this fubject ; but were abfo
lutely refufed by the commons, as the quefl:ion regarded entirely their OV{n pri
vileges IJ. They agreed, however, to make a remonfl:rance to the King by the 

n1outh of their fpeaker; where they mainained, that, tho' the returns were by form 
made into chancery, yet the foie right of judging with regard to eleClions belong
ed to the houfe itfelf, not to the chancellor§. J ames was not fatisfied, and ordered 
a conference between the houfe and the judges, whofe opinion in this cafe was op
pofite to that of the commons. This conference, he faid, he commanded as an 
abfo!ute king ~ ; an epithet, we are apt to imagine, not very grateful to Englifh 

ears, 

• Jan. I 1, 1604. Rymer, tom. xvi. p. _)6t. 

t The duke of Solly teHs us, that it was a maxim of James, that no Prince in the fir:fi year of his 

reign fuould begin any cor.fiderable undertaking. A maxim very reafonable in itfelf, and very 

fuitable to his cautious, if not timi-d char~tler. The facility, with \\<hich he departed from this pre
t nfwn is another proof, that his rneaoing was innocent. But had the privileges of Parliam~nt bee 

at that time exactly afcertaired, or royal power fully limited, could fuch an imag1nation ever have 
)cen cntcrta' ned by him, as to think, that his proclamations could regulate parliamentary elections. 

t vVir.wood, vol. ii.'p. 18, 19. . U Journ. z6th March, t6o4. § Journ. 3d April, x6o4• 

~ Sir Charles Cornwall is the King's arnbaffaaor at Madrid, when preifed by the Duke of Lerma to 
enter into a league with Spain, mid to that minifter, 'Ilxl his Majljiy was at2 abfolute King, and thet·e-
Jore not bouud to gi·-ue a1l accomrt to any, of his aBions; yet that fi gracious mzdregard.ful a prince he <v.:as 

rft'·• love and co?Jtentme:;t if his o<-..tJn fdjeEh, as I affured m:ifelf be would not think it fit to do atry thing 

of fo great confiquence <T..lJithout acquainting tbtm rr.vith his intenti011s. Winwood, vol. ii. p. zzz. Sir Wai
ter Raleigh has this paiTage in the preface to his Hi ory of the World. Philip II. hy flrong ha12d and 

:, ain fira, attempted to make him/elf, 1101 only an abfolute monarch ~'ller the Netherlands, like zmto the 
hing 
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ears, but one. to which they had already been fomewhat acG:uftomed from the 

mouth of Elizabeth*. He added, 'I'hat all their privileges were derived from his 

grant, and hoped they would not turn them againft Um t; a fentiment, which, from 

her conduCt, it is certain, that Princefs had alfo entertained, and which was the 

reigning principle of her courtiers and minifters, and the fpring of all her admi

niftration. 

THE commons were in fomc perplexity. Their eyes were now opened, and they 

faw the confequences of that power, wh'ch had been affumed by the chancellor, and 

to which their predecefiors had, in fome inftances, blindly fubmitted. By this 

cour fe, fa id a member, the free eleftion of the counties is taken away, and 11one jhall 

be chofen but fuch as foal! pleafe the King and council. Let us, therefore, 'lPJith forti

tude, underfianding, and ji;1cerity, feek to maintain our privil ge. 'I'his cannot be co1t· 

flrued any contempt in us, bu1 merely a maintenance of our common rights, which o11r an

ceftors have left us, 'and which it is ju)t and fit for us to tranfmit to our pojlerity :f:. 
Another faid , 'Ibis may be called a quo warranto to flize all our liberties. A chancel

lor, added a third 11· by this courfe may call a parliament, conjijfing of wbat perfons he 

pleafes. dny juggejfio11, by any perfon, may be the caufe of fending a new writ. It is come 

to this plain que.ftion, whether the chancery or parliament oug-ht to have authority. 

NoTWITHSTANDING this watchful fpirit of liberty, which now appeared in the 

commons, their deference for n1ajefty was fo great, that they appointed a commit

tee to confer with the judges before the King and council. There the queftion of 

law began to appear, in J ames's eyes, a little more doubtful than he had hitherto 

imagined it; and in order to bring himfelf off with fome honour, he propofed, that 

both Goodwin and Fortefcue fuould be ftt afide, and a writ be iffued, by warrant of 

the houfe, for a new election. Goodwin gave his confent, and the commons em

braced this expedient; but in fuch a tnanner, that, while they fuowed their regard 

Chap. I. 
1604· 

kings and monarchs of E11gland and France, hut T urk-like to tread under his feet all their natural and funda

mental la'tw, pri<vilelcs and antient rightf. We may infer from thefe paifages, either that the word 

alfolute bore a. different fenfe from what it does at prefent, or that mens ideas of the EngJiih govern

ment wore then different. This latter inference feems jufter. The word being derived from the -

French, bore always the fame ferfe .as in that language. An abfolute monarchy in Charles I's anfwer 

to the nineteen propofitions is oppofed to a limited : and the King of England is acknowJeged not to 

be abfolute. So much had matters changed even Le fore the civil war. In Sir J "'hn For:efcue's treatife 

of abfolte and lim1ted monarchy, a book wrote in t e reign of Edward the IVth, tloae word a6j'olute is 

taken in the fame [I nfe as at prefent; and the government of England is 'faid not to be abfolute. They 

were the princes of the houfe of Tudor chiefly, who introduced that adminiftration, which had the ap

pearance of abfolute government. The princes before them were reftrained by the barons; as thofe 

after them by the Houfe of Commons. The people had, properly freaking, little liberty in either of 

thefe antient governm::nts, but the leaft, in ·he more antient. 

• Camdcn in Kennet, p. 37~· t Journ. 29>h March, 5th April, I6Cl.{. :t: Journ. 

3oth March, 16ot· § Id. ibid. 1J Id. ibid. 

8 for 
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for the King, they fecured, for the future, the free poffeffion of their feats, and the 
right, which they claimed, of judging folely in their own eleCtions and returns*. 

A POWER like this, fo effential to the exercife of all their other powers, themfelves 
fo effential to public liberty, cannot fairly be deemed an encroachment in the com
mons; but mufl: be regarded as an inherent privilege, happily refcued from that am
biguity, which the negligence of fome former parliaments had thrown upon it. 

AT the fame time, the commons, in the cafe of Sir Thomas Shirley, eftabli!hed 

their power of punifhing, as well the perfons at whofe fuit any member is arrefted, _ 
as the officers, who either arreft or detain him. Their a.fferting of this privilege · 

admits of the fame reflection t. 
ABouT this period, the minds of men, throughout all Europe, but efpecially in 

. England, feem to have undergone a general, but infenfible revolution. Tno' letters 

had been revived in the preceding age, they feem to have been chiefly Gultivated by 
men of fedentary profeffions; nor had they, till now, begun to fpread themfelves, 

in any degree, among men of the world. Arts, both mechanical and liberal, were 

every day receiving great improvements. Navigation had extended itfelf over the 
whole globe. 1"ravelling was fecure and agreeable. And the general fyftem of 
politics, in Europe-, was become more enlart:>ed and comprehenfive. 

IN confequence of this univerfal fermentation, the ideas of men enlarged them

felves on all fides ; and the feveral conftituent parts of the gothic governments, 

which feem to have lain aOeep for fo many ages, began, every where, to operate 

and encroach on each other. Cn the continent, where the neceffity of difcipline 

had begot mercenary armies, the prince commonly eftablifhed an unlimited au

thority, and overpowered, by force or intrigue, the liberties of the people. In 

England, the _love of freedom, which, u nlefs checked, fiourifhes extreme.y in all 

liberal natures, acquired new force, and was regulated by more enlaraed views . __, b ) 

fuitable to that cultivated underftanding, wh ·ch became, every day, more common, 

among men of birth and education. A familiar acquaintance with the precious 

remains of antiquity excited in every generous brc:afl: a paffion for a limited conftitu

tion, and begot an emulation of tho~e manly virtues, which the Greek and Roman 

authors, by fuch animating examples, as well as pathetic expreffions, recommend 

* Even this Parliament, whiLh ihowed fo much fpirit and good-fenfe in the affair of Goodwin • 
made a ftrange cone ffion to the crown in their fourth feffion. Toby M thews, a member, had been 

banifhed by o der of council, upon direClion from llis l\'Iajefty. The Parliament not only acquiefced in 

this arbitrary proceeding, but i!fued writs for a newel crion, Such novices were they, as yet, in the 

princip1es cf liberty! See Journ. q. February, 16og. Mathews was bani£hed by the King, on ac

count of his change of rel:gion to Popery. The King had an indulgence to thofe who had been edu

cated Catholics ; but could not bear the new converts. It was, proLably, the animofity of the Com

mons againft thr Pa}~ifts, which ~1ade them, acquiefce in this precctlent, without refletiing on the 

confequences. The Jealoufy of hberty, tho roufed, was not yet t~oroughly enlightened. 

t Journ. 6th and 7th May, 1604. 
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to us. The fevere tho' popular government of Elizabeth had confined this riling 

fpit·it within very narrow bounds : But when a new and a foreign family fucceeded 

to the throne, and a prince lefs dreaded and lefs beloved, fymptoms· immediately 

appeared of a more free and independent genius in the nation. 

HAPPILy this Prince polfeifed neither fufficient capacity to perceive the altera- # 

tion, nor fufficient art and vigour to check it in its early advances. Jealous of regal, 

becaufe confcious of lit_tle perfnnal authority, he had efl:ablifhed within his own 

mind a fpeculative fyftem of abfolute government, which few of his fubjects, he 

believed, and none but traitors and rebels, would make any fcruple to admit. On 

which-ever fide he cafi: his eyes, every thing concurred to encourage his prejudices. 

When he compared hirr elf wi(h the other hereditary fovereigns of Europe, he ima

gined, that, as he bore the fame rank, he was intitled to equal prerogatives; not 

confidering the innovations lately introduced by them, and the mi;icary force, 

by which their authority W<lS fupported. In England, that power, almoft un

limited, which had been exercifed for above a century, efpecially during tbe late 

reign, he afcribed folely to royal birth and title; not to the prudence. and fpirit of 

the monarchs, nor to the conjuntlures of the times. Even the oppofition, which 

he had ftruggled with in Scotland, encouraged him ftill farther in his favourite no

tions; while he there faw, that the fame refiftance, which oppofed regal authority, 

violated all law and order, and made w~y, either for the ravages of a barbarous 

nobility, or for the more intolerable infolence of feditious preachers. In his own 

perfon, therefore, he thought all legal power to be centered, by an hereditary 

and a divine right : And this opinion might have proved dangerous, if not fatal, 

to liberty ; had not the firmnefs of the perfuafion, and its feeming evidence, 

induced him to truft folely to his right, without making the fmalleft provifion 

either of force or politics, in order to fupport it. 

S u eH were the oppofite difpofitions of parlianient and prince, at the commence

ment of the Scottifh line; difpofitions juft beginning to exift and to appear in the 

parliament *, but thoroughly eftabli.fhed and openly avowed on the part of ~he 

pnnce. 

* At that time, men of genius and of enlarged minds had adopted the principles of liberty, which 

were, as yet, r tty much unknl wn to the generality 0f the people. Sir Mat:hew Hales has pub. 

lifhed a remonftrance againfl: the King's conduct tow ~ rd s the Parliament during th is fe11ion. The re

monfirance is drawn with great force of reafoning, and fpitit of liberty; and •.vas the produclion of 

Sir Fr?ncis Bacon and Sir Edwin Sandys, two men of the greace!l: parts and knowlege in England. 

It is drawn in the nan.e of the Parl1ament; but as there is no hint of it !n the journ. als, we n>uft con

clude, eithu that the authors, fenfible that the ihain of the piece was m• :cb beyond the principles of 

the age, had not ventured to prefent it to the Ho ttfe, or that it had been, for that reafon, rejctled by 

them. The dignity and authority of the Common; are ftrongly infi!led upo l in this r.em01.firance; 

and it is there f. id, that their fnbmiffion to tht ill treatment, which they r ~.:eived dur;ng the latte1· 

part of Elizabeth's reign, had proceeded from their tendernds towards h"r age and her fcx. But the 
~ut hors 

Chap. I. 
1604· 



Ch(lp. I. 
1b04. 

HISTORY or GREAT BRITAIN. 

THE fpirit and ju~g~ent of the ho~fe of ~mmons appeare,d, not ~nly. in d~· 
fence of their own pnv1leges, but alto 1n theu endeavour, tho, at this ttme, In 

vain, to free trade from thofe fhackles, which the high exerted prerogative, and 
even, in this refpeet, the ill-judged tyranny of Elizabeth, had impofed upon it. 

J AMES had already, of his own accord, called in and annulled all the numerous 
paten ts for monopolies, which had been graoted by his predeceffor, and which 
fettered extremely every fpecies of domefbc induftry : But the exclufive compa
nies ftill remained; another fpecies of monopoly, by which almoft all foreign 
trade, except t~hat to France, was brought into the hands of a few rapacious en
groffers, and all proipeCl: of future improvement in commerce was for ever facri
fic~J to a little temporary advantage of the fovereign. Thefe companies, tho' ar .. 
bitrarily ereCl:ed, had carried their privileges fo far, that the whole commerce of 
England was centered in London ; and it appears that the cuftoms of that port 
amounted to 1 1 o ,ooo l. a year, while thofe of all the kingdom befide yielded cnly 
feventeen thoufand *. Nay, the whole trade of London was confined to about 200 

citizens t, who were eafily enabled, by combining among themfelves, to fix what
ever price they pleafed both to the exports and imports of the nation. The com
mittee, appointed to examine this enormous grievance, one of the greatell which 
we read of in Engliih ftory, infift on it as a fa et well known and avowed, how
ever contrary to the prefent received opinion, that !hipping and feamen had fen
fib1y decayed during all the preceding reign t. And tho' nothing be more com
mon, than complaints of the decay of comrr.erce, even during the moft flourifh
ing periods; yet is this a confequence which might naturally refult from fuch ar
bitrary efbblifhments, at a time when the trade of all the other nativns of Europe, 
except that of Scotland, enjoyed full liberty and indulgence. 

WHILE the commons were thus attempthg to give liberty to the trading part 
of the nation, they alfo endeavoured to free the landed intereft from the burthen 
of ward!hips \1, and to remove thofe remains of the feudal tenures, under which 
the nation ftilllaboured. A juft regard was rhown to the crown in the whole con
duet of this affair; nor was the remedy fought for, confidered as a matter of 

authors are miH:aken in thefe faets: For the houfe received and fubmitted to a5 bad treatment in the 

beginning and middle of that reign : The government \vas equally arbitrary in Mary's reio-n, in Ed

waru's, in Henr~ t~e eighth's ~nd fev~nth's. And the far:her we go back in hifi:ory, tho' ther~ might be 

mor\! of a certam trregular kmd of l1berty among the barons, the commons were frill of lcfs autharit • 

King James, as they themfeh·es acknowledged, gave tlle houfe of commons more liberty of fpt' ec~ 
than had been indulged them by any of his predecdfors. , 

* Journ. zlil f\1ay, 1604. t Id. ibid. 
t A remo~&r~nce fr_;nn the Trinity-houfc, in 16oz, fays, that in a little above twelve years after 

1588, the !li1pp1~1g and number of fer.men in England decayed about a third p~rt. Anglefe.y's ha _ 

py future il:ace ot Enghnd, p. 128, from Sir J u.ius Ca:far's collections. See J ourn. 21ft M:ly, 1 b:a.. 
H Journ. xfi June, 1604. ' 
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right, but merely of grace and favour. The profit, which the King reaped both 
fron1 wards and frorp refpite of homage, was eftimated ; and it was propofed to 
compound for thefe prerogatives by a fecure and independent revenue. But after 
fame debates in the houfe, and fomc conferences with the lords, the affair was 
found to contain more difficulties than could eafily, at that time, be furmounted; 
and it was not then brought to any conclufion. 

THE fame fate attended an attempt of the like nature, to free the nation from 
the burthen of purveyance; an old prerogative in the crown, by which the offi
cers of the houfhold were impowered to take, without confent of the owners, 
provifions for the King's fan1ily, and carts and horfes for the removal of his bag .. 
gage, upon paying a ftated price for them. This prerogative had been much 
abufed by the purveyors t; and the commons fhewed fome intention to offer the 
King fifty thoufand pounds a-year for the abolition of it. 

ANOTHER affair of the utmoft confequence was brought before this patliament, 
where the commons fhewed a greater fpirit of independence than any true judg
ment of the national intereft. The union of the two kingdoms was very zealoufly, 
and even impatiently urged by the King :t. He juftly regarded it as the peculiar 
fe1icity of his reign, that he had terminated the bloody animofities of thefe hoftile 
nations, and had reduced the whole inand under one empire ; enjoying tranquillity 
within itfelf, and fecurity from all foreign invafion. He hoped, that, while his 
fubjeets of both kingdoms refleCted on paft difafters, befides regarding his perfon 
as infinitely precious, they would entertain the ftrongeft dellre of fecuring them· 
felves againft the return of like calamities, by a thorough union of Jaws, parlia
tnents and privileges. He conudered not, that this very refleCtion operated, as 
yet, in a contrary mlnner, on mens prejudices, and kept alive that mutual hatred 
between the nations, which had been carried to the greateft extremity, and required 
time to allay it. The more urgent the King appeared in promoting fo ufeful a 
meafure, the RJore backward was the Englifh parliament in concurring with him; 
while they afcribed his exceffive zeJl, to that P-artiality, in favour of his antient 
fubjeCl::s, of which, they thought, that, on other occafions, they had reafon to 
complain. Their complaifance for the King, therefore, carried them no farther 
than to appoint forty-four Englifh to meet with thirty-one Scots commiffioners, in 
order to deliberate concerning the terms of an union; but without any power of 
making advances towards the eftablifhment of it 11· 

THE fame fpirit of independence, and perhaps not better judgment, appeared 
in the houfe of commons, when the queftion of fupply was brought before them, 
by fame members, who were attached to the court. In vain was it urged, that; 

t Journ. 30th April, 1601· :f: Jonrn. 2 dl: i\pril, 1l1 May, 1604. Parl iamen tary Hiftnry, 
vol. v. p. 91. 11 Journ. 7th June, 160+- K "nnet, p. 673. 
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tho' the KinO' received a fupply, which had been voted to Elizabeth, and which 
had not been b colleCl:ed before her death ; yet he found it burthened with a debt 

contracted by the QEeen, equal to the full amount of it: That peace was not yet 

thoroughly concluded with Spain, and that Ireland W'-S ftill expenfive to him : 
That on his journey from Scotland, amidft fuch an immenfe concourfe of people, 

and on that of the ~een and royal family, he had expended confiderable fums: 

And that, as the courtiers had looked for greater liberdities from the Prince on 

his accefiion, and had impofed on his generous nature ; fo the Prince, in his turn, 

would expeCt, at the beginning, fome mark of duty and attachment from his peo

ple, and fon1e confideration of his neceffities. No impreffion was made on the 

houfe of commons by thefe topics; and the majority appeared fulJy determined 

to refufe all fupply. The burthen of the government, at that time, lay fnrpriz
ingly light upon the people : And that very reafon, wh[ch to us, at this diftance, 

n1ay feem a motive for generofity, was the real caufe why the parliament was, on 
all occafions, fo remarkably frugal and referved. They were not, as yet, accuf_ 

· tamed to open their purfes in fo liberal a manner as their fucceifors, in order to 
fupply the wants of their fovereign ; and the fmalleft demand, however requifite, 

appeared in their eyes unreafonable and exorbitant. The commons feem alfo to 
have been defirous of reducing the crown to flill farther necefiities, by their re
fufing a bill, fent down to them by the lords, for entailing the crown lands for ever 

on the King's heirs and fucceffors *. The diffipation, made by Elizabeth, had 

probably taught him the neceffity of this law, and 1hown them the advantage of 

refu fing it. 

IN order to cover a difappointment, which might bear a bad confl:ruCl:ion both 

at hon1e and abroad, J ames fent a meffage to the houre t, where he told them~ 

that he defired no fupply; and he was very forward in refuflng what was never 

offered him. Soon after, he prorogued the parlian1ent, not without difcovering, 
in his fpeech, vifible marks of diffltisfaB:ion. Even fo early in his reign, he faw 

reafon to make public complaints of the reftlefs and encroaching fpirit of the pu

ritanical party, and of the malevolence, with which they el)deavo~n·ed to infpire 

the commons. Nor were his apprehenfions without reafon; fince the commons, 

~ow finding themfe.lves free from the arbitrary government of Elizabeth, applied 
tor a 'conference. w1th the lords, and. prefented a petition to the King; the pur
port of both w h1ch was to procure, m favour of the pl.tritans, a relaxation of the 

ecclefiaft:ical laws. The ufe of the furplice and of the crofs in baptifm, is there 
chiefly complained of; but the remedy feems to be expected folely from the Kino-'s 
difpenfing power :1:· The fame papers difcover the violent animofity of the co~1 -
mons againfr the catholics; together with the intolerating fpirit of that affembly. 

* Parliamentary Hiflory, vol. v. p. 108. 

tary Hiftory, vol. v. p. 98, 99, Ioo. 
t Journ. :z6th June, I60f. t Parliamen-
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THIS fummer, the ptace with Spain was finally concluded, and was figned by Chap. I. 

. the Spanifh minifrers at London *. In the conferences, previous to this treaty, the P 
160

+·h eace Wit 

nations were found to hc.ve fo few claims on each other, that, except on account of Spain. , 

the fupport given by England to the Low Country provinces, the war might ap- dhh Auguft. 

pear to have been continued more on account of perfonal animofity between Phi-

lip and Elizabeth, than my contrariety of political interefts between their fubjects. 

Some articles in the treaty, which feen1 prejudicial to the Dutch commonwealth, 
were never executed by the King; and as the Spaniards made no complaints on 

that head, it appeared, that, by fecret agreement, thefe articles were underftood 

in a different fenfe from what they feem naturally to bear, and that the King re-
ferved the power of fe1ding affiftance to the Hollanders t. The Conftable of 
Caftile came into England to ratify the peace; and on the part of England, the 
earl of Hartford was fent into the Low Countries for the fame purpofe, and the 
Earl of Nottingham, Lord high admiral, into Spain. The , train of the latter 

was numerous and fple11did ; and the Spaniards, it is faid, were extremely fur-
prifed, when they behe'd the blooming countenances and graceful appearance of 

the Englifh, whom their bigotry, inflamed by the priefts, had reprefented as fo 
many monfters and inft:rnal demons. 

THo' England, by means of her naval force, was perfectly fecure~ during the , ~ 

latter years of the Spanifh war, J ames ihewed an extreme impatience to put an 
end to hoftilities ; and foon after his acceffion, before any terms of peace were 
concerted, or even prorofed by Spain, he recalled all the letters of marque :f: which 

had been granted by Q1een Elizabeth. The Archduke Albert had made fome 

advances of a like nature §, which invited the King to take this friendly ftep. But 

what is remarkable ; in J ames's proclamation for that purpofe, he plainly fup-
pofes, that, as he had himfelf, while King of Scotland, always lived in amity with 

Spain, peace was attaclled to his perfon; and that merely by his acceffion to the 

crown of England, without any articles of treaty or agreement, he had ended the 
war between the Kingcoms IJ. This ignorance of the law of nations may appear 

furprifing in a Prince, vho was thirty-fix years of age, and who had reigned frorn 

his infancy, did we not confider, that a king of Scotland, who lives in clofe friend· 
fhip with England, ha; few tranfactions to manage with foreign princes, and has 
little opportunity of acquiring experience. Unhappily for J ames, his timidity, his , 
prejudices, his indolence, his love of amufement, particularly of hunting, to which 

* Rymer, tom. xvi. p. 5~5, &c. t Winwood, vol. ii. p. 27, 330, et alibi. In this refpect 
J ames's peace was more honourable than that which Henry the fourth himfelf made with Spain. That 

Prioce ftipulated not to afiill: the Dutch ; and the fupplies, which he fecretly fent them, were in direct 

contravention to the treaty. t 2 3d of June, 1 6o3. § Grotii Annat. lib. u. U See pro· 

d amations during the firft fe~en years of King James. Winwood, vol. ii. p. 65. 

D 2 he 
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Chap. I. he was extremely addicted, ever prevented him from making any progrefs in the 
16°+· knowledge or praCl:ice of foreign politics, and in a little time diminifhed that .re

gard, which all the neighbouring nations had paid to England, during the retgn 

C~ap. II. 

Gun-powder 
confpiracy. 

of his predeceffor. 

C fi A P. II. 

Gun-pou.Jder conJPiracy.-A parliament.-Truce between Spain and 

the United Provinces.-A parliament.-Death of the French 

King.-Arminianifm.-State of Ireland . 

. , 7 E come now to relate an event, one of the m oft memorable, which hifrory 
/V has conveyed to poflerity, and €:Ontaining at once a fingular proof both of 

the ftrength and weaknefs of the human n1ind ; its wideft departure from morals, 

and its moft fteady attachment to religious prejudices. 'Tis the Gun-powder 'I'rea
fon of which I fpeak; a faB: as certain as it appears incredible. 

THE Roman catholics had expeCl:ed great favour and indulgence on the accef

fion of J ames, both as he was defcended from Mary, who had facrificed her life 

to their caufe, and as he himfelf, in his early youth, was believed to have fhown 

fome partiality towards them ; which nothing, they thought, but intereft and ne

ceffity had fince reftrained. 'Tis pretended, that he had even entered into pofi

tive engagements to tolerate their religion, fo foon as he fhould mount the throne 
of England ; whether their credulity had interpreted in this fenfe fome obliging 
expreffions of the King, or that he had employed fuch an artifice, in order to ren

der them favourable to his title t. Very foon they difcovered their miftake; and 
were at once furprifed and enraged to find J ames, on all occafions, exprefs his in
tention of executing ftriB:ly the laws enaCted againft them, and of perfevering in 
all the rigorous meafures of Elizabeth. Catefby, a gentleman of good parts and 

of an antient family, firft thought of a m oft extraordinary method of revenge ; 

and he opened his intention to Piercy, a defcendant of the illuflrious houfe of , 
Northumberland. In one of their converfations with regard to the diftreffed con
dition of the catholics, Piercy having broke into a fally of paffion, and men
tioned the affaffinating the King; Catefby took the opportunity of revealing to 
him a nobler and more extenfive plan of treafon, which not only included a fure 
execution of vengeance, but afforded fome hopes of reftoring the catholic reliaion 
in England. In vain, faid he, would you put an end to die King's life : b He-

has children who would fucceed, both to his crown and to his maxims of govern-

t St~te Trials1 vol~ i. p. 201, zoz, 203. Winwood, vol. ii. p. 49· 
6 men.t. 
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ment. In vain would you extingui!h tlie whole royal family : The nobility, the 

..gentry, the parliament are all infeCted with the fame herefy, and could raife to 

the throne another prince and another family, who, befides their hatred to our 

religion, would be animated with revenge for the tragical death of their prede

ceffors. To ferve any good purpofe, we muft deftroy, at one blow, the King, 

the royal family, the lords, the commons; and bury all our enemies in one com

mon ruin. Happily, they are all affembled on the firft n1eeting of the Parlia

tnent; and afford us the opportunity of glorious and ufeful vengeance. Great 

preparations will not be requi!ite. A few of us, combining, may run a mine 

below the hall, in which they meet, and choofing the very moment when the 

King harangues both houfes, confign over to deftruetion thefe determined foes 

to all piety and religion. Meanwhile, we ourfelves ftanding aloof, fafe and un

fufpeB:ed, !hall triumph in being the inftruments of divine wrath; and ihall be

hold with pleafure thofe facrilegious walls, in hich were paft the edicts for pro

fcribing our church and butchering her children, to!t into a thoufand fragments; 

while their impious inhabitants, meditating perhaps frill new profecutions againft 

us, pafs from flames above to flames below, there for ever to endure the torments 

due to their offences t. 
PIER cv was charmed with this project of Catefby; and they agreed to com

municate the matter to a few more, and among the reft to Thomas vVinter, 

whom they fent over to Flanders, in queft of Fawkes, an officer in the Spani!h 

fervice, with whofe zeal and courage they were all thoroughly acquainted. When 

they inlifted any new confpirator, in order to bind him to fecrecy, they always, 

together with an oath, employed the facrament, the moft facred rite of their re· 

ligion :j:: And 'tis remarkable, that no one of thefe pious devotees ever entertain-

ed the leaft compunCtion with regard to the cruel maffacre, which they projected, 

of whatever was great and eminent in the nation. Some of them only were ftart

led by the reflection, that of neceffity many catholics muft be prefent ; as fpec

tators or attendants on the King, or as having feats in the houfe of peers: But 

Tefmond, a jefuit, and Garnet, fuperior of that order in England, removed 

thefe fcruples, and fuewed them how the interefts of religion required, that the 

innocent !hould here be facrificed with the guilty. 

ALL this pa!fed in the fpring and fummer of the year 1604; when the con

fpirators alfo hired a houfe, in Piercy's name, adjoining to that in which the par

liament was to affemble. Towards the end of that year they began their opera

tions. That they might be lefs interrupted, and give lefs fufpicion to the neigh

bourhood, they carried in frore of provifions with them, and never defifted from 

their labour. Obftinate to their purpofe, and confirmed by paffion, by princi-

t Hiftory of the Gun-powder Trcafon. + State Trials, vol. i. p. 190, 198, zxo. 
pie, 
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ple, and by mutual exhortation, they little feared death in comparifon of a di:

appointment; and having provided arms, toget!1er with the in.ftruments of thetr 
labour, they refolved there to periili. in cafe of a d1fcovery. Their perfeverance ad
vanced the work; and they foon pierced the wall, tho' three yar ~s in thicknefs ; 
but on approaching the other fide, they were fomewhat ftartled with hearinc:: a 
noife, which they knew not how to account for. U 2on inquiry, they found, 

that it came from the vault below the houfe of lords; that a magazine of coals 

had been kept there; and that, as the coals were felling off, the va 1!:: would be 
let to the higheft bidder. The opportunity was immediately feized; the place 
hired by Piercy ; thirty-fix barrels of powder lodged in it; the whole covered up 

with faggots and billets ; the doors of the cellar boldly flung open ; and every 

body admitted, as if it contained nothing dangerous. 

CoNFIDENT of fuccefs, they now began to look forward, and to plan the 

remaining part of their project. The King, the OEeen, Prince I-Ienry, were all 
expected to be prefent at the opening of the parliament. The Duke, by reafon 
of his tender age, would be abfent; and it was refolved, that P iercy fhould feize 
him or affaffinate him. 1'he Princefs Elizabeth, a child likewife, was kept at 
Lord Harrington's houfe in Warwick!hire; and Sir Everard Digby, Rook wood, 

Grant, being let into the confpiracy, engaged to aifemble their friends, on 
pretence of a hunting-match, and feizing that Princefs, immediately to proclain1 
her ~een. So tranfported were they with rage againft their adverfaries, and fo 
charmed with the profpect of revenge, that they forgot all care of their own fafety; 

and trufting to the general confufion, which muft refult from fo unexpected a _ 
blow, they forefaw not, that the fury of the people, now unreftrained by any au- . 
thority, muft have turned againft them, and would probably have fatiated itfelf, 
by an univerfal n1aifacre of the catholics. 

THE day, fo_long wiilied for, now approached, on which the parliament was 
appointed to affen1ble. The dreadful fecret, tho' communicated to above twenty 
perfons, had been religiouily kept, during the fpace of near a year and a half. 
No remorfe, no pity, no fear of puni!hment, no hope of reward, had, as yet, in
duced any one confpirator, either to abandon the enterprize, or make a difcovery 
of it. The holy fury had extingui!hed in their breaft every other motive; and 
it was an indifcretion at laft, proceeding chiefly from thefe very bigotted preju-
(lices and partialities, which faved the nation. · 

TEN days before the meeting of the parliament, Lord Monteagle, a catholic, 
fon to Lord Morley, received the following letter, which had been delivered to hjs 

fervant by an unknown hand. My Lord, Out of the love I bear to fome of your 
friends, I have a care of your prefervation. 'I'herefore I would advife you, as you ten-
der your life, to devife fome excuft to jhift off your attendance at this parliament. For 

5 God 
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God and man have concurred to punijh the wickednefs of this time. .And think not Chap· II. 

jlightly of this advertifement ; but retire yourfelf into your country, where you may I6os. 

expeCt the event in fafety. For tho' there be no appearance of any ftir, yet !Jay, they 

'"7JJill receive a terrible blow, this parliament, and yet they Jhall not fee who hurts 

them. '!'his council is not to be contemned, becaufe it may do you good, and can do you 

no harm: For the danger is pa.fl, as foon as you have burned the letter. And I hope 

God will give you the grace to make good ufe of it, to whofe holy protetlion I com-

mend you*. 

MoNT EAGLE knew not what to make of this letter; and tho' inclined to think 

it a fooliili attempt to frighten and ridicule him, he judged it fafeft to carry it to 

Lord Salifbury, fecretary of ftate. Tho' Salifbury too was inclined to give little · 

attention to it, he thought proper to lay it before the King, who came to town a 

few days after. To the King, it appeared not fo light a matter ; and from the 

ferious earneft fi:yle of the letter, he conjeCtured, that it implied fomething 

very dangerous and in1portant. A terrible blow and yet the authors concealed, a 

danger fo fudden and yet fo great, thefe circumfi:ances feemed all to denote fome 

contrivance by gun-powder; and it was thought advifable to infpect all the vaults 

below the houfes of parliament. This care belonged to the earl of Suffolk, Lord 

chan1berlain ; who purpofely delayed the fearch, tiU the day before the meeting of 

the parliament. He remarked thofe great piles of wood and faggots, which lay in 

the vault under the upper houfe; and he caft his eye upon Fawkes, who ftood in a 

dark corner, and paffed himfelf for Piercy's fervant. That daring and determined 

courage, which fo much diftinguifhed this confpirator, even among thofe heroes 

in villany, was fully painted in his countenance, and was not paired unnoticed by 

the Lord chamberlain t. Such a quantity alfo of fuel, for the ufe of one who lived 

fo little in town as Piercy, appeared a little extraordinary :f:; and upon comparing 

all circumftances, it was refolved that a more thorough infpection fhould be made. 

About midnight, Sir Thomas Knevet, a juftice of peace, was fent with proper 

attendants; and before the door of the vault, finding Fawkes, who had juft finifhed 

all his preparations, he immediately feized him, and turning over the faggots,. 

difcovered the powder. The matches and every thing proper for fetting fire to 

the train were taken in Fawkes's pocket; who, finding his guilt now apparent, and 

feeing no refuge but in boldnefs and defpair, exprelfed the utmoft regret, that he · 

had 1oft the opportunity of firing the powder at once, and of fweetning his own 

death by that of his enemies 11· Before the council, he difplayed the fame intrepid 

firmnefs, mixed even with fcorn and difdain; refufing to difcover his accomplices, 

and fuewing no concern but for the failure of the enterprize §. This obfiinacy 

lifted two or three days : But being confined to the 'l'ower, left to reflect on 

* K. James's Works, p. 227. 

'Winwood, vol.ii. p. 173. 
t Id. p. zz9. t Id. ibid. 11 Ibid. p. 230. 
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his guilt and danger, and the rack being juft fhown to ~im; his cou:age; :atigued 
with fo long an effort, and unfupported by hope or foc1ety, at laft failed Ium; and 
he made a full difcovery of all the confpirators *. 

CATESBY, Piercy, and the other criminals, who were in London; tho' they had 
heard of the alarn1 taken at the letter fent to Monteagle, tho' they had heard of 
the Lord chamberlain's fearch ; yet were refolved to perfift to the utmoft, and never 
abandon their hopes of fuccefs t. But at laft, hearing that Fawkes was arrefted, 
they hurried away to Warwickfhire; where Sir Everard Digby, n1aking account 
that fuccefs had attended his confederates, was already in arms, in order to feize the 
princefs Elizabeth. She had efcaped into Coventry ; and they were obliged to put 
themfelves on their defence againft the country, who were raifed from all quar
ters, and armed, by the iheriffs. The confpirators, with all their attendants, 
never exceeded the number of eighty perfons ; and being furrounded on every 
fide, could no longer entertain hopes, either of efcaping or prevailing. Having 
therefore confeifed themfelves, and received abfolution, thoy boldly prepared for 
death, and refolved to fell their Jives as dear as poffible to the alfailants. But 
even this miferable confolation was denied them. Some of their powder took fire, 
and difabled them for defence :f:. The people rufhed in upon them. Piercy and 
Catdby were killed with one Ihot. Digby, Rookwood, Winter, and others, be
ing taken prifoners, were tried, confeffed their guilt, and died, as well as Garnet, 
by the hands of the executioner. - Notwithftanding this horrid crime, the bigotted 
catholics were fo devoted to Garnet, that they fancied miracles to be wrought by 
his blood ll ; and in Spain he was regarded as a martyr §. 

NEITHER had the defperate fortune of the confpirators urged them to this en
terprize, nor had the former profligacy of their lives prepared them for fo great a 
crime. Before that audacious attempt, their conduct feems, in general, to be liable 
to no reproach. Catelby's character had entitled him to fuch regard, that Rook
wood and Digby were feduced by their implicit truft in his judgment; and they 
declared, that, from the motive alone of friendfhip to him, they were ready, on 

' • K. James's Works, p. 231. 

t Some hifi:orians have imagined, that the King had fecret intelligence of the conrpiracy, and that 
the le.tter to Monteagle was wrote by his direction, in ord. r to obtain the fame of penetration in dif
cover:ng the plot. But th~ known faCls refute this fuppofi.tion. That letter, being commonly talked 
of, mJ~ht naturally have g1ven a~ alarm to the confpirators, and made them contrive their efcape. 
The vdit of the Lord cha~berla1n ough: to have had the fame efK.ft, ln fhort, it appear , that no 
body was arrefied or engu1red after, for fome da.\s, rill Fa\vkes difcovetd the names' ofthe con
fpii:ators., We ~ay infer, r?.owe.ver,. frot~ a letter in Wim\ cod's. ~1emorjals, vol. ii. p. 17 1. that 
Saltfbury s fagactty led the 1~mg 1n h1s conr:ftures, and that the mmliter, like an artful counier crave 
his rnafter the praife of the whole difcovery. 'o 

;f: State Trials, vol. i. p. 199. Difcour[e of the Manner, &c. p. 69, 70, 
11 Winwood, vol. ii. p. 300. § Id. ibid. 

any 
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ny occafion, to have facrificed their lives *. Dig by himfelf was as highly efteemed 
and beloved as any man in England ; and he had been particularly honoured with 
the good opinion of ~1een Elizabeth t. 'Twas bigotted zeal alone, the m oft 
abfurd of prejudices mafqued with reafon, the moft criminal· of paffions covered 
with the appearance of duty, which feduced them into meafures, that were fatal to 
themfelves, and had fo nearly proved fatal to their country :f:. 

THE Lords Mordaunt and Sturton, two catholics, were fined, the former ro,ooo 
pounds, the latter 4-000, by the ftar-chamber; becaufe their abfence from parlia
ment had begot a fufpicion of their being made acquainted with the confpiracy. 
The Earl of Northumberland was fined ~o,ooo pounds, and detained feveral years 
prifoner in the Tower; becaufe, among other grounds offufpicion, he had admit· 
ted Piercy into the number of gentlemen penfioners, without his taking the requi
fite oaths 11· Thefe fentences may be thought fomewhat arbitrary : But fuch wa~ 
the nature of all proceedings in the fiar-chamber. 

THE King, in his fpeech to the parliament, obferved, that, tho' religion had en
gaged the confpirators in fo criminal an attempt, yet ought we not to involve all 
the Roman catholics in the fame guilt, or fuppofe them equally difpofed to commi 
fuch enormous barbarities. Many holy men, he faid, and our anceftors among tHe 
refl-, had been feduced to concur with that church in her fcholaftic doctrines; who 
yet had never admitted her feditious principles, concerning the Pope's power of 
dethroning kings, or fanctifying a!faffination. The wrath of heaven is de
nounced againft crimes, but innocent error may obtain its favour ; and nothing 
can be more hateful than the uncharitablenefs of the puritans, who condemn alike to 
eternal torments, even the moft inoffenfive profelytes to popery. For his part, he 
added, that confpiracy, however atrocious, 1hould never alter, in the 1eaft, his 
plan of government : While with one hand he puni!hed guilt; with the other, 
he would frill fupport and proted: innocence §. After this fpeech, he prorogued 
the parliament, till the 22d of January~. 

• State Trials, vol. i. p. 20 t. t Athen. Ox. vol. ii. fol. 3 54· 
t Digby, after his condemnation, faid in a 1etter to his wife: " Now for my intention, let me tell 

'' you, that if I fiad thought there had been the leaft fin in the plot, I would not have been of it for 
" all the world ; and no other caufe drew me to hazard my fortune and life but zeal to God's reli
" gion." He expreffe3 his furprife to hear that any catholic hlld condemned it. Dighy's papers pu
Utjhed hy /e(retary Co'V!!Itry. 

IJ Cambden in Kennet, p. 6~2. § K. James's Works, p. 503, )04• 
~ The parliament this feffion paired an act obliging every one to take the oath of allegiance; a 

very moderate teft, iince it decided no controverted points between the two religions, and only en
gaged the perfo11 who took it, to abjure the Pope's power of dethroning Kings. See K. James's 
Works, p. 250. 

VoL. V. E THE 
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·chllp. If. THE moderation, and, I ~ay fay, magnanimity, of the King, immediately after~ 
16o6. fo narrow an efcape from a mofi: deteftable confpiracy, was nowife agreeable to his . 

fubjeEts. Their animofity againft popery, even before this provocation, had rifen 

to a areat pitch; and it had perhaps been more prudent in J ames, by a little diffimu
latio~, to have conformed himfelf ro it. His theological learning, confinned by 
difputation, had happily fixed his judgment in the proteftant faith ; yet was his. 
heart a little biaffed by the allurements of Rome, and he had been extremely plea fed, 
if the making fome advances could have effected an union with that antient mo
ther-church. He ftr ve to abate the acrimony of his own fubjetl:s, againft the 
religion of their fathers: He became himfelf the object of their diffidence and 
averfion. Whatever meafures he embraced; in Scotland to introduce prelacy, in 

England to in force the authority of the prefent church, and fupport its rites and ce
remonies; were interpreted as fo many fteps towards popery, and were reprefented 
by the puritans as fymptoms of idolatry and fuperftition. Ignorant of the confe
quences, or unwilling to facrifice to politics his inclination, which he called his 
confcience, he perfevered in the fame meafures, and gave truft and preferment, 
almoft indifferently, to his catholic and proteftant fubjeCl:s. And finding his per
fan, as well as his title, lefs obnoxious to the church of Rome, than thofe of 

Elizabeth, he gradually abated the rigour of thofe laws, which had been enaCt:ed 

againft that church, and which were fo acceptable to his bigotted fubjetl:s. But the 

effeCts of thefe difpofitions, on both fides, became not very fenfible, till towards the 

conclufion of his reign. 

AT this time, J ames feems to have poffeffed, in fome degree, the affections 

even of his Englifh fubjetl:s, and in a pretty high degree, their efteem and regard. 

Hitherto their complaints were chiefly levelled againft his too great conftancy in 
his early friendihips; a quality, which, had it been attended with more oeconomy, 
the wife would have excufed, and the candid would even~ perhaps, have applaud
ed. His parts, which were not defpicable, and his learning, which was great, 
being highly extolled by his courtiers and gown men, and not yet tried in the ma
nagement of any delicate affairs, for which he was unfit, raifed a very high idea 
of him in the world ; nor was it always thro' flattery or infincerity, that he re':" 
ceived the title of the fecond Solomon. A report, which was fuddenly fpread 
about this time, of his being aifaffinated, vifibly ftruck a great confternation into 
all orders of men t. The commons alfo abated, this feffion, fomewhat of their 

parliament. exceffive frugality; and granted hin1 an aid of three fubfidies and fix · fifteenths 
' which, Sir Francis Bacon faid in the houfe :J:, might amount to about four hun-

dred thoufand pounds : And for once ~he King and ~arliament parted in friendlhip 
and good humour. The hatred, whtch the cathohcs feemed to bear him, gave 

t Journ. zoth May, 1 6o6, 

him, 



J A M E S I. 

him, at thls time, an additional value in the eyes of his people. The only point in Chap. If. 
16o6. 

·which the commons gave him difpleafure, was by difcovering their conftant good-
will to the puritans, in whofe favour they de fired a conference with the Lords ¥, 

which was rejected. 

THE aid, granted by parliament, was payable in four years ; and the King"s 
-profufion, joined to the nece.ffary charges of the government, had already very 
much anticipated this fupply, and difpofed him to diffipate, in a very little time, 
among his friends and courtiers, the refidue of it. To engage him farther into 
expence, his brother· in-law, the King of Denmark, paid him a vifit this fummer; 
and the whole court was employed in feafting and revelry, in mafques and inter.: 
ludes t. Great erudition and profound morality, with little tafte or pleafantry, 
prevail in all thefe entertainments: M yftery, allegory, and allufion reign through
out. Italy was then the model for wit and ingenuity among the European nations. 
France herfelf, who afterwards fet fo much better patterns of elegance and plea
fure, was at that time contented to copy fervilely the laboured and romantic in
ventions of her fouthern neighbour. 

THE chief affair which was tranfacred next feffion, was the intended union of the 
two kingdoms. Nothing could exceed the King's paffion and zeal for this noble Novemb .. x8. 
enterprize, but the parliament's prejudice and reluctance againft it. There remain 
two excellent fpeeches in favour of the union, which deferve to be compared toge-
ther; that of the King 11, and that of Sir Francis Bacon. Thofe, who affect in every 

thing fuch an extreme contempt for James, will be furprifed to find, that his dif-
courfe, both for good reafoning and eloquent compoGrion, approaches very near that 

of a man, who was undoubtedly, at that time, one of the greateft geniufes of 
Europe. A few trivial indifcretions and indecorums may be faid to ,characterize 
the harangue of the monarch, and mark it for his own. And in general, fo 
open and avowed a declaration in favour of a meafure, where he had taken no 
care, by any precaution or intrigue, to er.fure fuccefs, may fafely be pronoun-
ced a very great indifcretion. But the art of managing parliaments, by pri- · "'') 

vate intereft or cabal, being found hitherto of little ufe or neceffity, was not, 
. as yet, become a part of Engli1h politics. In the common courfe of affairs, 
government could be conduCted without their affiftance ; and when their con
currence became requifite to the meafures of the crown, it was, generally {peak
ing, except in times of great faCtion and difcontent, obtained without n1uch 

, difficulty. 

THE King's influence feems to have rendered the Scots parliament very cor
dial in all the fteps, which they took towards the union. Tho' the advan
tages, which Scotland might hope from that meafure, were more confiderable; 

• Journ. sth April, I6o6. t Kennet, P· 676. 
E z 

11 K. James's Works, p. 509. 

yet 
, 
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·,Chap. II. yet were tlie objeCtions too, with regard to that kingdom, more £hiking and ob· 

t6o6. vious.. The benefit, which muft have refulted to England, both by acceffion of 

ftrength and fecurity, was not defpicable; and as the Englith were, by far, the 

greater nation, and poffdfed the feat of government, the objections, either from tHe 

point of honour or from jealoufy, could not reafonably have any place among them. 

The Englilh parliament indeed feem to have been fwaye~ mere!~ by t~e vul~ar .mo

tive of national antipathy. And they perGfted fo obftmately m thetr prejudices, 

(hat all the efforts for a thorough union and incorporation, ended only in the abo

lition of the hoftile laws, formerly enacted between the kingdoms*. 

SoME precipitant freps, which the King, a little after his acceffion, had taken, 

in order to promote his favourite project, had been here obferved to do more in

jury than fervice. From his own authority, he had affumed the title of King of 

Great Britain ; and had quartered the arms of Scotland, with thofe of England, in 

all coins, flags, and enfigns. And he had engaged the judges to make a declara

tion, that all thofe, who, after the union of the crowns, thou\d be born in either 

kingdom, were, for that reafon alone, naturalized in both~ This was a nice quef

tion, and, according to the ideas of thofe times, fufceptib1e of fubtile reafoning 

on both fides. The King was the fame : The parliaments were different. To ren

der the people therefore the fame, we muft fuppofe, that the fovereign authority 

.refides chiefly in the prince, and that thefe popular affemblies are rather ordained 

to affift with money and advice, than indued with any controuling or active powers 

in the government. It is evident, fays Bacon, in his pleadings on this fubjecr, that 

all other commonwealths, monarchies only excepted, do fubjifl by a law precedent. For 

" where authority is divided amongfl many officers, and they not perpetual, but annual or 

temporary, and not to receive their authority but by eleftion, and certain perfons to 

have voices only in that e!eftion, and the like; theft are bufy and curious frames, which 

of neceffity do prefuppoft a law precedent, written or unwritten, to guide and direfl 

them: But in monarchies, efpecially hereditary, that is, when feveral families or lineagES 

of people do fubmit themftlves to one line, imperial or ro)'al, the fubmiffion iJ more na· 

tural and jimple; which afterwards, by law fubfequent, is perfetled and made mure 

formal; but that is grounded upon nature t. It would feem from this reafoning, 

that the idea of an hereditary, limited monarchy, tho' implicitly fuppofe.cli.n--m<Iny 

public tranfactions, had never, as yet, been exprefsly formed, by any Engliih 

lawyer or politician. 

• The Commons were even fo averfe to the union, that they had comp1ained, in the former feilion, 

to the lords, o.f the Biilio~ of Brifiol, for wr.itin~ a hook in f~vour of it; and the prelate was obliged 

to make fubmtffions f<lr this offence. The cnme 1mputed to htm ({ems to have confifted in his treating 

of a fubject, which lay before the Parliament. So little noticn had they as yet of general liberty ! 

1iee Parliam. Hilt vol. v. p. to8, 109, 1 10. 

t Bacon's Works, vol. iv. p. 190, 191. Edit. 1730, 

Exc!PT 



J A M E S I. 

ExcEPT the obftinacy of the parliament with regard to the union, and an attempt 

on the King's ecclefiafl:ical jurifdiction *, moft of their meafures, during this fef

l1on, were fufficiently refpeCtful and obliging ; tho' they ftill difcover a vigilant 

fpirit, and a careful attention towards public good and national liberty. The votes 

alfo of the commons !how, that that houfe contained a mixture of puritans, who 

had acquired great authority among them t, and who, together with religious 

prejudices, were continually fuggefting ideas, more fuitable to a popular than a 

monarchical form of government. 1~he natural appetite for rule, made the com

mons lend a willing ear to every docirine, which tended to augment thtir power 

and influence. 

Chap. II. 
16o6. 

A PETITION was moved in the houfe for a more rigorous execution of the laws 16o7. 

againft popifh recufants, and an abatement towards proteftant nonconformi!l:s. 

Both thefe points were equally unacceptable to the King; and he fent orders to 

the houfe to proceed no farther in that n1atter. The houfe were inclined, at firft. 

to confider thefe orders as a breach of privilege: But they foon acquiefced, when 

told, that this meafure of the King, was fupported by many precedents, during 

the reign of Elizabeth :f:. Had the houfe been always difpofed to make the pre-

cedents of that reign the rule of their conduct, they needed never have had any 

difference with any of their monarchs. 

THE complaints of Spani!h depredations were very loud among the Engliih sth of June. 

merchants §. The lower houfe fent a metfage to the lords, defiring a conference 

with them, in order to their prefenting a joint petition to the King on that fub-

jeCl:. The lords took fome time to deliberate on this meffage; becaufe, they faid, 

the matter was weighty and rare. It probably occured to them, at firH.-, that the 

parliament's interpofing in affairs of ftate would appear unufual and extraordinary. 

And to !how, that in this fentiment they were not guided by court influence; after 

they had deliberated, they agreed to the conference. 

THE houfe of commons began now to feel themfelves of fuch importance, that, 

on the motion of Sir Edwin Sandys, a member of great authority, they entered~ 

for the fidl time, an order for the regular keeping of their journals u. When all 

bufinefs was finifhed, the King prorogued the parliament. 

ABouT this time, there was an infurretl-ion of the country people in Northamp- 4th of July. 

tonfhire, headed by one Iteynolds, a man of low condition. They went about de-

ftroying inclofures ; but carefully avoided the committing any other outrage. This 

infurreftion was eafily fuppreffed, and, tho' great lenity was ufed towards the infur-

gents, yet were fome of the ringleaders puniihed. The chief caufe of that trivial 

• Journ. zd, Itth December, sth March, J6o6. zsth, 26th June, 1607· t Journ. z6ch Fe-

bruary, fth, 7th March, t6o6. zd May, 17th June, 1607. + Journ. t6th, 17tli June, 

160]. § Journ. zsth February, I6c6. u Journ. 3d Ju1y, t60]. 
con1-
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commotion feems to have been, of itfelf, far from trivial. It was become the Chap. II. 
· 1607. common praB:ice in England to difufe tillage-, and throw the land into inclofures 

for the fake of pafture. By this means, the kingdom was depopulated, or at 
Jearr, prevented from increafing fo much in people, as might have been expeCted 
from the daily increafe of induftry and commerce. 

100s. NEXT year prefents us with nothing memorable: But in the fpring of the fub-
.fequent, after a long negociation, was concluded, by a truce of twelve years, that 

1609· h r. h f b war, which, for near half a century, had been carried on wit 1UC ury, etween 
Trucebetwixl.Spain and the f.l:ates of the United Provinces. Never contefi: feemed, at firft, more 
Spa.in and the unequal: Never conteft was finilhed with more honour to the weaker party. On 
Umted Pro- f . b . I h . d' r. • I' 0 h fid f h 
·vmces. the fide o Spam were nu m ers, ne 1es, aut onty, uctp me: n t e 1 e o t e 

)revolted provinces were found the attachment to liberty and the enthufiafm of re
ligion. By her naval enterprizes the republic maintained her armies; and joining 
peaceful induftry to military valour, fhe was enabled, by her own force, to fupport 
)lerfelf, and gradually rely lefs on thofe neighbouring princes, who, from jealoufy 
to Spain, were at firit prompted to encourage her revolt. Long had the pride of 
that monarchy prevailed over her intereft, and prevented her from hearkening to 
any terms of accommodation with her rebellious fubjects. But finding all inter
courfe cut off between her provinces by the maritime force of the ftates, ihe at I aft 
agreed to treat with them as a free people, and folemnly to renounce all claim 
and pretenfion to their fovereignty . 

. t.1a:ch 30· r TH~S chief point being once gained, the treaty was eafily .brought to a conclufion, 
under the joint mediation and guarantee of France and England. All exterior 
appearances of honour and regard were paid equally to both crowns : But very 
different were the fentimertts which the ftates, as well as all Europe, ente~tained 
of the princes who wore them. Frugality and vigour, the chief circumftances, 
which procure rer?;ard among foreign nations, £hone as confpicuouily in Henry as 
they were defective in James. To a contempt of the Englifh Monarch, Henry 
feems to have added a confiderable degree of jealoufy and averfion, which were 
fentiments altogether without foundation. James was perfeB:ly juft and fair in all 
tranfactions with his allies* ; but it appears from the memoirs of thofe times, that 
each fide deemed him pa!tial towards their adyerfary, and fancied, that he had 
-entered into fecret meafures againft them t. So little equity have men in their 

• The F.lan of accommodation which James recommended is found in Winwood, vol. ii. p. 429, 

430, and Is the fame that wa~ rec?mn:~nde~ b~ Henry, as w: learn from Jeanin, tom. iii. P· 
416, 417. le had long been 1magmed by hlf.l:onam, from Jeanm's authority, that James had de
~lared to the court of. Spain, that he wo~ld not fupport ~he Dutch in th~ir pretenfions to liberty and 

mdependence. But It has fince been d1fcovered ~y Wmwood's Memorials, vol. ii. p. 4S6, 4-66, 
469, 47 5, 476, that that report was founded on a he of Prefident Richardot's-

t Winwood and Jeanin, paffim. 

judgments 
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judgments of their own affairs; and fo dangerous is that entire neutrality affe ed 

by the King of England ! 

Chap. II. 
16c9-

THE little con~ern, which J ames t~ok in foreign affai.rs, ren~er"' the domeftic 
1610

• 

occurrences, parucularly thofe of parliament, the moft mterefhng of his reign. February 9. 

A new feffion was held this fpring; the King full of hopes of 1 eceiving fupply; the A parliament. 

commons, of circumfcribing his exorbitant prerogative. The Earl of Salifuury, now 

created treafurer on the death of the Earl of Dorfet, laid open the King's neceffities, 

.firft to the Peers, then to a committee of the lower houfe *. He infifl:ed o . the un-

avoidable expences, in fupporting the navy, and in fuppreffing a late infurrecrion 

in Ireland : He tnentioned three numerous courts, which the King was cbliged to 

maintain, for himfelf, for the QEeen, and for the Prince of Wales: l-Ie obfcrved, 

that ~een Elizabeth, tho' a fingle woman, had received very large fupplies, in the 

years preceding her death, which alone were expenfive to her: And he afferted, . 

that, during her reign, lhe had very much diffipated the crown-lands; ~n expedient, 

which, tho' it fupplied her prefent neceffities, without laying burthens on her people; 

multiplied extremely the neceffities of her fucceffor. From all thefe caufes he 

thought it nowife ftrange, that the King's income fhould fall lhort fo great a fum 

as eighty one thoufand pounds of his ftated and regular expence ; without men-

tioning contingencies, which ought always to be efteemed a fourth of the yearly 

charges. And as the crown was now neceifarily burthened with a great and urgent 

debt of 3oo,ooo pounds, he thence inferred the abfolute neceffity of an immediate 

and large fupply from the people. To all thefe ~ reafons, which J ames likewife 

urged in a fpeech addreffed to both houfes, the commons remained inexorable. ·March ·.n; . 

But not to fhock the King with an abfolute refufal, . they granted him one fubfidy 

and one fifteenth ; which would fcarce amount to a hundred thoufand pound . 

And J ames received the mortification of difcovering, in vain, all his wants, and 

of begging aid of fubjeCl:s, who had no reafonable indulgence nor confideration , 

for him. 
AMoNG the n1any caufes of difguft and quarrel, which now, daily and una-

• voidably, . multiplied between Prince and parliament, this article of money is to be · 

regarded as none of the Ieaft confiderable. After the difcovery and conqueft .of 

the Weft-Indies,. gold and filver became every day more plentiful in England, as 

well as in th,e refl: of Europe ; and the price of all commodities and provifio:os 

rofe to a pitch beyond what had ever been known, fince the declenflon of the Ro.,. 

man empire. As the revenue of the crown rofe not in proportion t, the Prinre 

was infenflbly reduced to poverty amiLlft the general riches of his fubjeEts, and 

required additional funds, in order to fupport the fame magnificence and force; 

which had been maintained by former monarchs. But while money thus flowe 

* Journ. I 7th February, 1609. Ken net, p. 68 I. 

+ Befi9.es the great diffipation of the crown-lands, the fee-farm-repts never: increa{ed, and the·otha 

la.n..ds were let on long leafes ~nd at a great undexvalue1 little or nmbing above the old rent. 
into 
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Chap. 11. into Enulancl, we may obforve, that, at the fame time, and probably from that 
161o. very ca~fe, art and iuduftry of all kinds received a mighty incre~fe; and elegance 

in every enjoyment of life became better known, and more culuvated among a~l 
ranks of people. The king's fervants,. both civil ~nd mili:ary, his. courtiers, h1s 
minifter~, demanded more ample fupphes from the 1mpoven!hed Prmce, and were 

, not contented with the fame fimplicity of living, which had fatisfied their an,.. 

cefl:ors. The Prince himfelf began to regard an increafe of pomp and fplendor 

as requifite to fupport the dignity of his character, and to preferve the fame fupe

riority above his fubjeCts, which his predeceffors had enjoyed. Some equality too, 
and proportion to the other fovereigns of Europe, it was natural for him to de fire; 

and as they had univerfally enlarged their revenue and multiplied their taxes, the 
King of England deemed it reafonable, that his fubjeCts, who were generally as rich 

as theirs, fhould bear with patience fome additional burthens and impofitions. 

UNHAPP rLY for the King, thofe very riches, with the increafing knowledge 

of the age, bred oppofite fentiments in his fubjeB:s ; and begetting a fpirit of free
dom and independence, difpofed them to pay little regard, either to the entreaties 
or menaces of their fovereign. While the barons poffeifed their former imtnenfe 
property and extenfive jurifdictions, they were apt, on every difguft, to endanger 
the m-onarch, and throw the whole government into confufion : But this very 

confufion often, in its turn, proved favourable to the monarch, and made the 

nation again fubmit to him, in order to re-eft-ablifh juftice and tranquillity. After 

that both the power of alien~tions, and the increafe of commerce had thrown the 

balance of property into the hands of the commons~ the fituation of affair! and 

the difpofitions of men became fufceptible of a more regular plan of liberty; and 
the laws were not fupported fingly by the authority of the fovereign. And tho' 

in that interval, after the decline of the peers, and before the people had yet ex

perienced their force, the princes aifumed an exorbitant power, and had almoft 
annihilated the conftitution under the weight of their prerogative ; fo foon as the 
commons recovered from their lethargy, they feem to have been aftoni!hed at the 

.danger, and were refolved to fecure liberty by firmer barriers, than their anceftors 

had hitherto provided for it. 

HAD J ames poffeffed a very rigid frugality, he might have warded off this cri
fis fomewhat longer; and waiting patiently for a favourable opportun-ity to increafe, 
and fix his revenue, might have fecured the extenfive authority, which was tranf

n1itted to him. On the other hand, had the commons been inclined to act with 
more generofity and kindnefs towards their Prince, they might probably have 
turned his neceffities to good account, and have bribed him to depart peaceably 
:rom the moft dangerous article~ of his prerogative. But he was a foreigner, and 
1gnorant of the arts of populanty ; they were foured by religious prejudices, and 
tenacious _of their money : And, in this fituation, it is no wonder, that, during 

3 this 
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this whole reign, we fcarce find an interval of mutual confidence and friendlhip Ch II ap. . 

b-etween prince and parliament. x61o. 

THE King, by his prerogative alone, had, fome years before, altered the rates 

of the cuf\:oms, and had ef\:ablilhed new impofitions on feveral kinds of n1erchan

dize. This exercife of power will naturally, to us, appear arbitrary and illegal ; 

yet, according to the principles and prattices of that time, it might admit of fame 

apology. The duties of tonnage and poundage were at firft granted to the crown, 

by a vote of parliament, and for a limited time ; ·and as the grant frequently 

expired and was renewed, there could not then arife any controverfy concerning 

the origin of the King's right to levy thefe duties; and this impofition, like all 

others; was plainly derived from the ~oluntary confent of the people. But as 

Henry V. and all the fucceeding princes, had the revenue conferred on them for 

life, the Prince, fo long in poffeffion of thefe duties, began gradually to confider 

them as his own proper right and inheritance, and regarded the vote of parliament 

as a mere formality, which rather expreffed the acquiefcence of the people in his 

prerogative, than bef\:owed any new gift or revenue upon him. 

THE ParHament, when it firft granted poundage to the crown, had fixed no 

particular rates: The impoGtion was. given as a lbilling a pound , or five per cent. 

on all commodities: It was le(t to the King himfelf and the Privy Council, aided 

by the advice of fuch merchants as they fhould thmk proper to confult, to fix the 

value of goods, and thereby the rates of the cuftoms: .And as that value had been 

fedled before the difcovery of the Wefi:-Indies, it was become much inferior to 

the prices, which almoft all commodities bore in every market of Europe; and 

confequently, the cuftoms, tho' fuppofed to be five per ce;;t. did not, in reality, 

amount to a third of that value. The King, therefore, was naturally led to think, 

that rates, which were aow plainly falfe, ought to be corretted t; that a valua

tion of commodities, fixed by one act of the privy council, might be amended 

by another ; that if his right to poundage was inherent in the crown, he 1hould 

alfo poffefs, of himfelf, the right of correctjng its inequalities ; if it was granted 

by the people, he fhould at leaft fupport the fpirit of the law, by fixing a new and 

a jufter valuation of all commodities. But befides this reafoning, which feems 

plaufible, if not folid, the King was fupported in that act of power by two di

reCt precedents, one in the reign of M:1ry, another in the beginning of Eliza

beth :f:. Both thefe Princeffes had, without confent of parliament, altered the 

rates of fome particular commodities; and as their impofitions had, all along, been 

fubmitted to without a murmur, and ftill continued to be levied, the King had 

no reafon to apprehend, that a farther exercife of the fame authority would give 

t W inwood, vol. ii. p. 438. :t: Journ. I 8th April, sth and lOth May, I.6lf, &c. 20th 

February, 1625. 

VoL. V. F any 
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. Chap. n. any occa!ion of complaint. That lefs umbrage might be taken, ~e was .extremely 

1610. n
1
oderate in the new rates, which he eilablifhed. The law entttled hun to levy 

five per cent. on all commodilies ; yet he really did not, on the whole, exceed two: 
The cuftoms, during his whole reign, rofe only from 12 7,ooo pounds a-year to 

100 000 
; tho' befides the encreafe of the rates, there was a fenfible encreafe of 

com,merce and induftry during that period : But all this precaution could not fave 
him from the complaints of the houfe of con1mons. A fpirit of liberty had now 
taken poffeffion of that houfe : The leading members, being men of an indepen

dant genius and large views, began to regulate their opinions, more by the fu

ture confequences which they forefaw, than by the former precedents which were 
laid before them ; and they lefs afpired at maintaining the antient conftitution, 

than at eftablifhing a new one, and a freer and a better. In their remonfi:rances. 
to the King on this occafion, they obferved it to be a general opinion, '.Jhat the 
reafons of that praftice might be extended much farther, even to the utter ruin of the 
antient liberty ()f the kingdom, and tbe fubjefts' right of property in their lands and 
goods *· Tho' expreOy forbid by the King to touch his prerogative, they paffed 
a bill abo1i!hing thefe impofitioos ;. which was rejected by the houfe of. lords. 

lN another addrefs to the King, they objected to the practice of borrowing upon 

privy feals, and defired) that the fubjeB:s fuould not be forced to lend money to 

his Majefty, nor give a reafon for their refufal. Some murmurs like wife were 

thrown out in the houfe againft a new monopoly of the licence of wines t. It 
muft be confeffed, that forced loans and monopolies were eftabliilied on many and 

recent precedents; tho' diametrically oppofite to all the principles of a free go-

vernment :1:· 
THE houfe likewife difcovered fome difcontent againfi: the King's proclamations.' 

James told them~ 'Ihat the/ ht well knew, by the conftitution and policy of the kingdom·, 

• Journ. 23dMay, 16-to. t Parliament. Hift. vol. v. p. 241. 

t We find theKing's anfwerinWinwoodtsMemorials,vol. iii. p. 193, zd edit. "To the thircrand fourth 
cc (namely, that it might be lawful to arreft the King's fervants without leave, and that no man iliould 

" be inforced to lend money, nor to give a reafon why he would not) his Majefty fent us an anfwer, 
" that b(!caufe we brought precedents of antiquity to ftreogthen thofe demands, he allowed not of any: 

'' precedents drawn from the time of ufurping or decaying pr:nces, or people too bo1d and wanton; 

" that he defired not to govern in that commonwealth, where fubjeB:s !hould be aflured of all things,. 

" and hope for nothing. It was one thingfubmittere principatum legibus; and another thing .fobmit

'' tere principatum fubditi.s. That he would not leave to pofterity fuch a mark of weaknefs upon his 
" reign ; and therefore his conclufion was, non placet petitio, 1zon placet exemplum: Yet with this mitiga ... 

' ' tion, that in matters of loans he would refufe no reafonable excufe, nor lhould my Lord Chamber

"' lain deny the arrelling of a~y ?f his. Majefty's fervants, if juft caufe was lhown."' The parliament, 

ho~v~ver, ackn_owledged ~t th1s ume wnh thankfulnefs to the King, that he allowed difputes and in. 

'lumes about h1s prerogative, much beyond what had been indulged by any of his predecelfors. Par-. 

lia.ment. Hifl. ~ol. v. p. 23~· This very feffion, he exprefsly gave them leave to produce all their 

&aevances, Wlthout except1on~ · 
~ that 

:/ 
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that ,proclamations were not of equal force with laws; yet he thought it a duty incum
bent on him, and a po~ver infeparably annexed to the cro'r.V11, to rejlrain cmd prevent 
Juch mifchiefs and inconveniencies as he Jaw growing on the flate, againfl which no cer
tain law was extant, and which might tend to the great detriment of the fubjefl, i/ 
there jhould be no remedy prcvided till the meeting of a parliament. And this prero
gative, he adds, our progenitors have, as well in antient as later times, uftd and enjoyed*. 
The intervals between feffions, we may obferve, were frequently fo long as to ren ~ 
der it requifite for a prince to interpofe by his prerogative ; and it was an efta-

~ blifbed maxim among the lawyers, that all the proclamations of a king were abro· 

gated by his death t. But what the authority could be, which bound the fubjeCl:s, 

and yet was inferior to the authority of laws, feems inexplicable by any maxims 

of reafon or politics : And in this inftance, as in many others, it is eafy to fee, 
how unintelligible the Englifh conftitution was, before the parliament was able, 
by continued acquifitions or encroachments, to eftablifi1 it on fixt principle£ of 

liberty. 
UPON the fettlen1ent of the reformation, that extenfive branch of power, which 

regards ecclefiaftical matters, being then without an owner, feem~d to be ong to 
the firft occupier; and Henry VIIL failed not immediately to feize it, and to 

exert it even to the ut m oft degree of tyranny. The poffeffion of it was continued 
with Edward; and recovered by Elizabeth; and that ambitious Princefs was 

fo remarkably jealous of this flower of her crown, that fue feverely reprimahded 

the parlian1ent, if they ever prefumed to intermeddle in thefe matters ; and they 

were fo over-awed by her authority, as to fubmit, and to afk paraon on thefe oc
cafions. But J ames's parliaments ,were much lefs obfequious. They ventured to 

lift up their eyes, and to confider this prerogative. They there faw a very la ge 

province of government, poffeffed by the King alone, and never communicated 

with the parliament. They were fenfible, that this province aomitLed not of any 

exaCt boundary or circumfcription. They haa felt, that the Roman pontiff, in 

former ages, under pretence of religion, was gradual1y making advances to ufurp 

the whole civil power. They dreaded frill more dangerous confeguences from the 
claims of their own fovereign, who refided among them, and who, in many 

other refpeB:s, poffeffed fuch unlimited authodty. They therefore deemed it 
abfolutely neceffary to circumfcribe this branch of prerogative; and accordingly, 
in the preceding itffion, they paffea a bill againft the eftablifhment of any eccle

fiaftical canons without confcnt of parliament j:. But the houfe of lords, as is . ... 
ufual, defended the barriers of the throne, and rejeB:ea the bill. 

IN this feffion, the commons contented thetnfelves with remonftrating againll: 
the proceedings of the high commi.flion court §. It required no great penetration to 

• P11rJi.ament. Hdt. •ol. v. p. £SO· 
December ; 5th March, 16o6. 

·f Journ. 12 h May, 1614· t Journ. 2d, u th 
Pa liament. Hi1t vol. ·. p. 247· K~nnet, P• 681. 
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Chap. rr. fee the extreme danger i:o liberty, arifing from large difcretionary P.owers in a 
,s,o. regal government. But James, as was natural, refufed comphance wtth the a~

plication of the commons. He was proba?ly ~enfible, that, be~des the great dt
minution of his authority, many inconvemenctes muft necelfanly refult from the 

abolilhing all power of this nature in every magiflrate ; ~nd that t~1e laws~ were 
they ever fo carefully framed and digefted, could not pofitbly provtde agamt1: all 
contingencies ; much lefs, where they had not, as yet, attained a fufficient degree 

of accuracy and refinement. 
BuT the bufinefs, which chiefly occupied the commons~ during this feffion,.. 

was the abolition of wardfuips and purveyance; prerogatives, which had been 
·more or lefs touched on, every feffion, during the whole reign of James. In 

this affair, the commons employed the proper means, which might intitle them 
t~ fuccefs : They offered the King a fettled revenue as an equivalent for the pow· 

ers, which he fhould part with; and the King was willing to hearken to terms. 
After much difpute, he offered to give up thefe prerogatives for 2oo,ooo pounds -
a-year, which they agreed to confer on him ~~ : And nothing remained, towards 
clofing the bargain, but that the commons fi1ould detennine the funds, from which 
this fum fhould be levied. This feffion was too far advanced to bring fo difficult 

a matter to a full conclufion; and tho' the parliament met again, towards the end 
of the year, and refumed the queftion, they were never able to terminate an affair, 

which they feemed fo intent upon. The journals of that feffion are loft ; and as 
the hiftorians of this reign are very negligent in relating parliamentary affairs, of 

whofe importance they were not fufficiently apprifed, we know not exatlly the 
reafon of this failure. It only appears, that the King was extremely diffatisfied 

with the conduCt of the parliament, and foon afterwards diifolved it. This was 

' his firtl: parliament, and it fat near feven years. 
IN the midft of all thefe attacks, fome more, fome lefs violent, on royal prero-· 

gative, the King difplayed, as openly as ever, all his exalted notions of monarchy 

*We learn from Winwood's Memorials, vol. ii. p. 193, the reafon affigned for this particular fum. 

" From thence my Lord Treafurer came to the price; and here he faid, that the King would no more 
'' rife and fall like a merchant. That he would not have a flower of his crown (meaning the court 
'' of wards) fo much toffed; that it was too dainty to be fo handled : And then he faid, that he 
'' muft deliver the very countenance and charaCter of the King's mind out of his own hand-writing : 
" which, before he read, he faid he would a~quaint us with a pleafant conceit of his .M;tjeil:y. As con

" cerning the number of ninefcore thoufand pounds, which was our number, he could not affea, be
c. caufe nine was the-number of the poets, who were always beggars, tho' they ferved fo many mu

" fes; and eieven was the number of the apoftles, when the traitor, Judas, was away; and there

" fore might beft be affeRed by his Majefty: But there was a mean number, which might accord us 
'' both; and that rwas tm: which, faid my Lord Treafurer, is a facred number; for fo many were 

" God's commandments, which tend. to virtue and edification." If the commons really voted zo,ooo 

pounds a year more, on account of th1s pleafant conceit of the King and the Treafurer it was cert · 1 
·the belt paid wit, for its goodnefs, that ever was in the worl~, · ' am Y 

and 



JA~1ES I . 

. and the authority of princes. Even in a_fpe_ech to the parliament, where he begged 

for.fupply, and where he fi1ould naturally have ufed every art to ingratiate himfelf 

with that affembly, he expreffed himfelf in thefe terms; '' I conclude, then, the 

" point, touching the power of kings, with this axiom of divinity, thar, as to dif

,, pute wbat God may do, is blafphemy, but what God wills, that divines may 

'~ lawfully and do ordinarly difpute and difcufs ; fo is it fedition in fubjeB:s to 

" difpute what a king may do in the height of his power. But juft kings will 

" ever be wil :ing to declare what they will do, if they will not incur the curfe of 

'' God. I will not be content, that my power be difputed upon ; but I fha11 ever 

" be willing to make the reafon appear of my doings, and rule my actions accord

" ing to my laws *.'' Notwithllanding th~ great extent of prerogative in that 

age, thefe expreffions woul~ probably give fome offence. But we may obferve, 

that, as the King's defpotifm was more fpeculative than praCtical, fo the indepen

dency of the commons was, at this time, the contrary; and, tho' ftrongly fupported 

by their prefent fituation as well as difpofition, was too new and recent tot·be as 

yet fo:.1nded on fyftematical principles and opinions t. 

THIS year was diftinguiihed by a memorable event, which gave great alarm 

and concern in England; the murder of the French xnonarch by the poniard of 

""KingJames's Works, p. 53r. 

tIt may not be unworthy obfervation, that James, in a Book ca~led The true Law offree Monarchiu, 

which he publifhed a little before his acceffi:m to the crown of England, affirmea, "That a good king, 

" altho' he be above the law, will fubjeCl: and frame his actions thereto, for example's fake to his fub

c·t jeC1s, and of his own free-will, but not as fubjeCl: or bound thereto.'' In another paifage, "Accord

" ing to the fundamental law already alleged, we daily fee, that in the parliament (which is nothing 

" elfe but the head-court of the king and his vaifals) the laws are but craved by his fubjeC1s, and only 

" made by him at their rogation, and with their advice. For albeit the king m~Jle daily ftatutes and 

" ordinances, enjoining fuch pains thereto as he thinks meet, without any advice of parliament Ot 

" eftates; yet it lies in the power of no .parliament to make any kind of law or fl:atute, without his fcep

"' tre be to it, for giving it ~he force of a law." K. Jal!ie/s l17orks, p. zoz. It is not to be fuppofed, 

that, at fuch a critical junCl:ure, James had fo little fenfe as, directly, in fo material a point, to have 

openly fhocked what were the univerfally eftablifhed principles of that age: On the contrary, we are 

told by hiftorians, that nothing tended more to facilitate his acceffion, than the good opinion enter 

tai . ed of him by the Englifh, on account of his learned and judicious writings. The queftion, how

ever, with regard to the royal power was, at this tillle, become a very dangerous point; J.nd withou 

employing ambiguous, infignificant terms, which &termined nothing, it was impoffible to pleafe both 

King and parliament. Dr. Cowell, who had magnified the prerogative in words too intelligible> fell 

this feffion, under the indignation of the commons. P arliammt. Hift. vol. v. p. z 2 1. The King him

felf, after all his magnificent boafts, was obliged to make his efc:ape thro' a diftinCl:ion, which he 

framed between a king i11 abflra8o and a king i1t concreto: An abfiraCl: king, he faid, had all power 

but a concrete king was bound to obferve the laws of the country, which he governed. K. James'

Works, p. 5 33· But, how bound? By confcicnc only? Or might his fubjeCl:s refift him and defend, 

theii privilegeJ? Thia he thought not fit to explain. And fo difficult is it to explain that point, th..at t 

to this day, whatever liberties may be ufed by private inquirers, the laws have, very prudently, thcugh 

proper to maintain a total filcnce with regard to i~ 
th 

Chap. IT. 
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ehao. II. the fanatical Ravaillac. That experience, and reputation, which this heroic 
x6',o. prince had been acquirinbo- for fo many years; tho. fe. tre_ afures, which he had a. maf-

3d ofMay. h f 
Death ofthe fed; thofe armies, which he had inlifted and difctplmed; were on t e pomt o 
French King. being employed in fome great enterprize, which would probably have changed 

the face of Europe; when a period was put to his glory by an enthufiafbc mad-
111an, who facrificed at once his own life and that of the prince to his deteftable 
prejudices. Were the defigns, afcribed to Henry by the compilers of Sully's Me-
1110irs, lefs chimerical, they n1ight be admitted, on account of the teftimony, by 
which that narration is fupported : But fuch vafl: projeCts, had they been rea], he 

1nuft have revolved and digefl:ed in his mind for many years; and 'tis obfervab1e, 
that about a twelve-month before, he had been very inftrumental in making peace 
between Spain and the United Provinces ; a meafure, by which he deprived him
felf of the affiftance of his firm eft ally, and the beft able to fecond his enter
prifes. 'Tis more probable, that the war, which, at the time of his death, h<J 
intended to commence againft Spain, was the refult of ambition, revenge, 
or love, in a powerful and military prince, who had long wifhed for an oppor
tunity of attacking his enemy, and who was at laft roufed by a fudden motive 
or provocation. With his death, the glory of the French monarchy fuffered an 
eclipfe for fome years ; and that kingdom falling under an adminiftration weak 
and bigotted, factious and diforderly, the Auftrian greatnefs began anew to ap
pear formidable to Europe. 

t6I I. 

IN England, the antipathy to the catholics revived a little upon this tragical 
event; and fome of the laws, which had been formerly enacted for no other pur
pofe than to keep thefe religionifls in awe, began now to be executed with greater 
rigour and feverity t. 

THo' J ames's timidity and indolence fixed him, during m oft of his reign, in 
a very prudent inattention to foreign affairs, there happened, this year, an event in 

Arminianifm. Europe of fuch mighty confequence as to rouze him from His lethargy, and fum
mon up all his zeal and enterprize. A profeffor of divinity, named Vorftius, the 
difciple of Arminius, was called from a German to a Dutch univerfity; and as he 
differed from his Britannic Majefiy in fome nice queftions concerning the intimate 
effence and fecret decrees of God, he was confidered as a dangerous rival in fcho· 
Jaftic fame, and was, at laft, obliged to yield to the legions of that royal doctor 
whofe fyllogifms he might have refuted or eluded. If vigour was wanting i~ 
other incidents of J ames's reign, here he behaved even with haughtinefs and in
faience; and the fiates were obliged, after feveral remonftrances, to deprive Vor
ftius of his chair, and to banilh him their dominions :f:. The King carried no far
ther his profecutions againft that profeffor; tho' he had very charitably hinted to 

i· Kennet, p. 684. t Id. P· 7 I 5· 

the 
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the ftates, ']:'hat, as to the burning Vorflius for his blafphemies and atbeifm, he left 
them to tbcir own chrifliau wifdom; but furely never heretic better deferved the 
flames t. It is to be remarked, that, at this period, all over Europe, except in Hol-
land alone, the praCl:ice of burning heretics ftill prevailed, even in protefrant coun
tries ; a d inftanccs were not wanting in England, during the reign of J ames. 
The Dutch themfeles were, at laf'c, by ftate· intrigue, and the tyranny of Prince 
Maurice, forced from their rational and humane maxims; and the perfecutir g 
bigots, a little after this time, fignalized their power by the death of the virtuous 
Barnevdt, and the imprifonment of the virtuous and learned Grotius. The fcho
lafric controverfies about free-will, and grace, and predefrination, begot thefe 
violent convulfions. 

IN tracing the coherence among the fyftems of modern theology, we may obferve, 
that the doCl:rine of abfolute decrees has ever been intimately connected with the 
enthufiaftic fpirit; as rh at doCl:rine affords the higheft fubjeet of joy, triumph, and 
fecurity, to the fuppofed eletl:, and exalts them, by infinite degrees, above the reft 
of mankind. All the firft reformers adopted thefe P.rinciples j and the J anfenifts 
too, a fanatical fet in France, not to mention the Mahometans in Afia, have 
ever embraced them. As the Lutheran eftablifhments were fubjeCl:ed to epifco
pal jurifdiCl:ion, their enthuflaftic genius gradually decayed ; and men had leifure to 
perceive the abfurdity of fuppofing God to punitb, by infinite torments, what he 
himfelf, from all eternity, had unchangeably decreed. The King, tho', at this 
time, his Calviniftic education had rivetted him in the doCl:rine of abfolute ae
crees, yet, being a zealous partizan of epifcopacy, was infenfibly ingaged, towards 
the end of his reign, to favour the milder theology of Arminius. Even in fo 
great a doCl:or, the genius of the religion prevailed over its fpeculative tenets; 
and with hin1, the whole clergy gradually dropped the more rigid principles of 
abfolute reprobation and unconditional decrees. Some noife was, at firft, made 
about thefe innovations ; but being drowned in the fury of faCl:ions and civil 
warl; which fucceeded, the fcholaftic arguments made an infignificant figure amidft 
thofe violent difputes about civll and ecclefiaftical power, with wnidi the nation 
was agitated. And upon the reHoration, the church, tho' fhe ftili retained her old 
fubfcriptions and articles of faith, was found to have totally changed her fpecula
tive doctrines, and to have embraced tenets more fuitable to the genius of her dif
cipline and wor!hip, without its being poffible to affign the precife period, in which 
the alteration was produced. 

IT may be worth obferving, that, about this time, J ames, from his great de fire 
to promote controverfial divinity, erected a college at Chelfea for the entertajn
ment of twenty perfons, who fuould be entirely emploY.ed in refuting the papifts 

t K. James's Works, p. 355• 
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and puritans t. All the e1. or~s of ue great Bacon could 1' <Y t procure an e!labliih
ment for the cultiv tion of natural p' ilofophy : E ven to this day, no fociety has 
been infbt uted fo r the p >lifhing an i fixing our lJnbuage. T h only encourage
n1enr, which the {oven:ign in England has evt'r given to any thing, that has the 
appearance of fcience, was this fhort-li vtd eftabliihment of J ames; an inftitution 
quite fuperfl uous, confider ing the unhappy propenfion, which, at that time, fo 

univerfally poffdfed the nation for polemical ?ivinity. 

To confider J. mes in a more advantageous light, we muft take a view of hin1 
as the legifiator of Ireland; and mofl: of the inftitutions, which he had framed for 
the civilizing that kingdom, being fini!hed about this period, it may not here be 
improper to give fome account of them. He frequently boafts of the manage
nlent of Ireland as his maO:er-piece; and it will appear, upon inquiry, that his va

nity, in this particular, was not altogether without foundation. 

AFTER the fubjecrion of Ireland by Elizabeth, the more difficult tafk frill re

mained ; to civilize the barbarous inhabitants, to reconcile them to laws and in
duftry, and to render their fubjection durable and ufeful to the crown of ~ ng1and. 
James proceeded in this work by a fteady, regular, and well concerted plan; and, 
in the fpace of nine years, according to Sir John Davis, he made greater advances 
towards the reformation of that kingdom, than had been made in the 440 years, 

which had elapfed fince the .conqueil: was fi ril: attempted t· 
IT was previoufiy neceifary to abolifh the Irifi1 cuft oms, which fupplied the 

place of laws, and which were calculated to keep that people for ever in a ftate of 

barbarifm and diforder. 
Bv the Brehon law or cuftom, every crime, however enormous, was punifhed, 

not with death, but by a fine or pecuniary mu let, which was levied upon the cri
minal. Murder itfelf, as among all the antient barbarous nations, was attoned for 
in this manner ; and each man, according to his rank, had a different rate or 

value affixed to him, which, if any one was willing to pay, he needed not fear 
the affaffinating his enemy. This rate was called his eric. When Sir William 
Fitzwilliams, being Lord deputy, told Maguire, that he was to fend a 1heriff iBto 
Fermannah, which, a little before, had been made a county, and fubjected to the 
Englifh law; Your jheriff, fa id Maguire, jhall be welcome to me : But, let me know, 
'before-hand, his eric, or the Jrice of his head; that, if my people cut it off, I may 
levy the money upon the county n. As for oppreffion, extortion, and other trefpaffe~, 
fo little were they regarded, that no penalty was affixed to them, and no redrefs 

for fuch offences could ever be obtained. 

t Kennet, p. 685. Camden's Britt. vol. i. p. 370. Gibfon's e :i it. 
\ . 
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THE cuftoms of Gavelki11de and 'J'anijlry were attended with the fame abfHrdity 

in the diftribution of property. Upon the death of any perfon, his land, by the 
cuftom of Gavelkinde, was divided an1ong all the males of the fept or fan1ily, 
both baftard and legitimate : ..And, after partition made, if any of the fept died, 

his portion was not Ihared out among his fons ; but the chieftain, at his difcre
tion, made a new partition of all the lands, belonging to that fept, and gave every 
one his !hare*. As no man, by reafon of this cuftom, enjoyed the fixed property 
of any land ; to build, to plant, to inclofe, to cultivate, to improve, would have 

been fo much loft labour. 
TH.E chieftains and the Tanifts, tho' drawn from the principal families, were 

not hereditary, but were eftablifhed by eleB:ion, or more properly fpeaking, by 
force and violence. Their authority was abfolute ; and, notwithfranding that 
certain lands were affigned to the office, its chief profit refulted from exactions, 

dues, affeffments, for which there was no fixed law, and which were levied at plea
fure t. Hence arofe that common bye-word among the Irifh, CJ'hat they dwelt 
raJeflward of the law, which dwelt beyond the river of the Barrow: Meaning the 
country, where the Englifh inhabited, and which extended not beyond the com

pafs of twenty miles, lying in the neighbourhood of Dublin :f:. 
AFTER abolifhing thefe Iriih cuftoms, and fubftituting Englifh law in their 

place; James, having taken all the natives under his protection, and declared 
them free citizens, proceeded to govern them by a regular adminiftration, military 

as well as civil. 
A fufficient army was maintained, its difcipline infpeB:ed, and its pay tranf

mitted from England, in order to keep the foldiers from preying upon the country, 
as had been ufual in former reigns. When Odoghartie raifed an infurrection, a 
reinforcement was fent over, and the flames of that rebellion were imtnediately 

extinguiilied. 

Chap. li. 
161 z. 

ALL minds being firft quieted by an univerfal indemnity 11; circuits were efta
blilhed, juftice adminiftred, oppreffion banifhed, and crimes and diforders of every 
kind feverely punifhed §. As the Irifh had been univerfally engaged in the rebel
lion againft Elizabeth, a refignation of all the rights, which had been formerly 
granted them to feparate jurifdictions, was rigoroufly exacted; and no authority, 

but that of the King and the law, was permitted throughout the kingdom ~. 

A refignation of all private eftates was even required; and when they were re
ftored, the proprietors received them under fuch conditions as might prevent, for 
the future, all tyranny and oppreffion over the common people. The value of the 

• Sir John Davis, p. 167. 

§ Id. p. z64, 265, &c. 
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Chap. IT. dues, which the nobles ufually claimed froxn their vaffals, was eftimated at a fixed 
I6I2. fum, and all further arbitrary exactions prohibited under fevere penalties* • 

THE whole province of Ulfter having fallen to the crown by the attainder of 
rebels, a company was eftablifhed in London, for planting new colonies in that fer
tile country : The property was divided into moderate !hares, the largeft not ex· 
ceeding 2000 acres: Tenants were brought over from England and Scotland :· 
The Irifh· were removed from the hills and faftneffes, and fettled in the open coun
try : Huibandry and the arts were taught them : A fixed habitation fecured: 

Plunder and robbery puniihed: And, by thefe means, Ulfter, from being the 

n1oft wild and diforderly province of all Ireland, foon became the beft cultivated 

and moft civilized t. 
SucH were the arts, by which J ames introduced humanity and juftice among a 

people, who had ever been buried in the moft profound barbarifn1. Nob le cares ! 
much fuperior to the vain and criminal glory of conquefts; but requiring ages of 
perfeverance and attention to perfeCt: what had been fo happily begun. 

A laudable act of juftice was, about this time, executed in England upon Lord 
Sanquhir, a Scots nobleman, who had been guilty of a bafe affaffination upol'l 
Turner, a fencing-mafter. The Englifh nation, who were generally diifatisfied 

with the Scots, were enraged at this crime, equally mean. and atrocious; but 
J ames appeafed them, by preferring the feverity of law to the interce.ffion of the 

friends and family of the criminal :t:~ - • 

C IT A P. III. 

Death of Prince Henry.-Marriage of the Princefs Elizabeth with the 
Palatine.-Rife of Somerfet;--His marriage.--Overbury poifoned. 
-Fall of Somerfet.-Rife of Buckingham.-Cautionary towns de,
li~vered.-Affairs if Scotland. 

November 6. HI S year the fudden death of Henry, Prince of Wales, diffufed an univerfal 
D~ath of grief thro' the nation. Tho' youth and royal birth both of them ftro 
Prmce Henry. ll m r. • . • ' ng 

~. ure:nents, ~rep?ue1s men mightily In favour of the early age of all princes-; 

ht~s wtt~ peculiar tondnefs, that hiftorians mention Henry : And in every refpecr, 
IS ment feems to have been extraordinary. He had not reached his eiahteenth 

year, and he poffeffed already n1ore dignity in his behaviour, and cor:manded · 

~ Sir Jonn Davis, p. 278. t Id. p. z8o. :1: Kennet, p. 68S_. 
more 
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Chap. ITI. 
161 z. 

more refpeCl:, than his father with all his age, learning, and experience. Neither 
his high fortune, nor his youth, had feduced him into any irregular pleafures : 
Bufinefs and an1bition fee m to have been his foie paffion. His inclinarion, as we] 
as exercifes, were entirely martial. The French amhaffador, coming to take leave 
of him, and aik his commands for France, found him employed in the exercife of the 
pike; :tell your King, faid he, in what occupation you left me engaged*.- He had con
ceived great affeCtion and elleem for the brave Sir Waiter Raleigh. It was his faying, 
Sure no King but my father would keep fuch a bird in a cage t. He feems, indeed, to 
have nouri!hed too violent a contempt for the King, on account of his pedantry 
and pufillanimity ; and by that means, ftruck in with the relllefs and martial fpirit 
of the Engli!h nation. Had he lived, he had probably promoted the glory, per- -
haps not the felicity, of his people. The unhappy prepoffeffion, which men COt11-

monly entertain in favour of ambition, courage, enterprize, and other warlike 
virtues, engages generous natures, who always love fame, into fuch purfuits, as 
dellroy their own peace, and that of the reft of mankind.-

VIOLENT reports were propagated, as if Henry had been carried off by poifon; 
but the phyficians, on opening his body, found no fymptoms to confirm fuch an 
opinion :J:. The bold and criminal malignity of mens tongues and pens f pared not 
even the King on that occafion. But that prince's character feems to have failed 
rather in the extreme of facility and humanity, than in that of cruelty and violence. 
His indulgence to Henry was great, and perhaps imprudent, by giving him a 
very large and independant fettlement, even in fo early youth. 

THE marriage of the Princefs, Elizabeth, with Frederic, the Elector Palatine, - 16r 3• 

was finifhed fome time after the death of the Prince, and ferved to diffipate 
the grief, which arofe on that melancholy event. But this marriage, tho' cele- February L}· 

br.ated with great joy a~d feft~vity, proved, itf~lf, a very unhappy event to ~he Marriage of 

King, as well as to hts fon-m-law, and had tll confequences on the reputation th~ Princefs 

and fortunes of both. The EleCtor, trufting to fo great an alliance, engaged in E~tzhabhethp 
....... Wit t e a-

. enterprizes beyond his ftrength : And the King, not being able to fupport him in latine. 

his diftrefs, loft entirely, in the end of his life, what remained of the affections and 
efteem of his own fubjects. 

ExcEPT during feflions of parliament, the hiftory of this reign may more pro-
perly be called the hiftory of the court than that of the nation. A moft inter- Rife of So .. 

efting objeCt had, for fome years, engaged the attention of the court : It was a merfet. · 

favourite, and one beloved by J ames with fo profufe and unlimited an affection, 

"' The Fnnch monarch had given particular <>rders to his minifters to cultivate the Prince's friend

fhip; who muft foon, faid he, have chief authority in England, where the King and ~een are held 

in fo little eftimation. See Dep. de la Boderie. 
t Coke's DeteCtion, p. 37· 1 Kennet, p. 6go. Coke, p. 37• Welwood, p. 272. 
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as left no.room for any rival or competitor. About the end of the year 1609, 
Robert Carre, a youth of twenty years of age, and of a good family in Scotland, 
arrived in London, after having paffed fome time in his travels. All his natural 
accomplifhments confifted in good looks: All his acquired abilities, i&t an eafy air 
and graceful demeanour. I-Ie had letters of recommendation to his countryman 
lord Hay; and that nobleman no fooner caft his eye upon him, than he difcovered 
talents, fufficient to entitle him immediately to make a great figure in the govern
ment. Apprized of the King's pafilon for youth, and beauty, and exterior appear
ance, he iludied how n1atters might be fo adjufred, that this new object ihould make 
the ftrongefl: imprefilon upon him. Without mentioning him at court, he affign .. 

ed him the office, at a match of tilting, of prefenting to the King his buckler 
and device ; and hoped that he would attract the attention of that monarch. For
tune proved favourable to his defign, by an incident, which bore, at firft, a 
contrary afpeB:. When Carre was advancing to execute his office, his unruly 
horfe flung him, and broke his leg in the King's prefence. J ames approached 
him with pity and concern : Love and affection arofe on the fight of his beauty 

and tender years; and the Prince ordered him imtnediately to be lodged in the pa
lace, and to be carefully attended. He himfelf, after the tilting, paid him a vifit 
in his chamber, and returned frequently . during his confinement. The ignorance 

and fimplicity of the boy finifhed the conqueft, begun by his exterior graces and 
acc(jmpliibments. Other princes have been fond of chufing their favourites from 
among the lower ranks of their fubjetl:s, and have repofed themfelves on them with 
the more unreferved confidence and affeCtion, that the objeCt has been beholden 

to their bounty for every honour and acquifition : J ames was rlefirous, that his 

favourite ihoui~ alfo derive from him all his fenfe, experience, and knowlege. 

Highly conceited of his own wifdom, he plea fed himfelf with the fancy, that this 
raw youth, by his leffons and inftruetions, would, in a little time, be equal to his 
fageft miniil:ers, and be initiated into all the profound myfteries of government, on 
which he fet fo high a value. And as this kind of creation was more perfectly his 
own work than any other, he feems to have indulged an unlimited fondnef for 
his minion, beyond even that which he bore to his own children. lie foon knight
ed him, created him vifcount Rochefter, gave him the garter, brought him into 
the privy council, and, and tho~ at firft without afligning him any particular office, 
beftowed on him the fupreme direcrion of all his hufinefs and political concerns. 
Agreeable to this rapid advancement in confidence and honour, were the riches 

heaped upon the needy favourite ; and while Salifbury and all the wifeft minif
ters could fcarce find expedients fufficient to keep in motion the over-burthened 
machine of government, James, with unfparing hand, loaded with treafures this 
infignificant and ufelefs pageant t. 

t Kennet, p. 685t 686" &~~ 
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IT is fa id, that the King found his pupil fo ill educated, as to be ignorant even Chap. III. 
fi t61J. 

uf the loweft rudiments of the Latin tongue ; and that the n1onarch, laying a 1de 

the fceptre, took the birch int~ his royal hand, and inftructed him in the prin-

ciples of grammar. During the intervals of this noble occupation, affairs of ftate 

would be mtroduced ; and the ftripling, by the afcendant which he had acquired, 

was now enabled to repay in political, what he had received in grammatical in

ftruetion. Such fcenes, and fuch incidents, are the more ridiculous, tho' the 

lefs odious, that the paffion of J ames feems not to have contained in it any thing 

criminal or flagitious. Hiftory charges herfelf willingly with a relation of the 

great crimes, or the great virtues of mankind ; but !he appears to fall from her 

dignity, when neceffitated to dwell on fuch frivolous events and ignoble per

fonages. 

THE favourite was not, at firft, fo intoxicated with advancement, as not to be 

fenfible of his own ignorance and inexperience. He had recourfe to the affiftance 

and advice of a friend ; and he was more fortunate in his choice, than is ufual 

with fuch pampered tninions. In Sir 'I'homas Overbury he met with a judicious 

and fincere counfellor, who, building all hopes of his own preferment on that of 

the young favourite, endeavoured to inftil into him the principles of prudence and 

<1ifcretion. By zealouuy ferving every body, Carre was taught to abate the envy, 

which might attend h1s fudden elevation : By fhowing a preference for the Eng

liih, he learned to efcape the prejudices, which prevailed againft his country. And 

fo long as he was contented to be ruled by Overbury's friendly counfels, he enjoy

ed, what is rare, the higheft favour of the Prince, without being hated by the 

people. 

_ To compleat the meafure of courtly happinefs, nought was wanting but a kind 

miftrefs; and, where high fortune concurred with all the graces of youth an'd 

beauty, this circumftance could not be difficult to attain. But it was here that 

the favourite met with that rock, on which all his fortunes were wrecked~ and 

which plunged him for ever into an abyfs of infamy, guilt, and mifery. 

No fooner had J ames mounted the throne of England, than he remembered 

his ti·iendfhip for the unfortunate families of Howard and Devereux, who had 

fuffcred for their attachment to the caufe of Mary and to his own. Having re

ftored young Effex to his blood and dignity, and conferred the titles of Suffolk 

and Northampton on two brothers of the houfe of Norfolk, he fought the far

ther pleafure of uniting thefe families by the marriage of the Earl of Eifex with. 

Lady Frances Howard, daughter to the Earl of Suffolk. She was only thirteen, 

he fourteen years of age; and it was thought proper, till both fhould attain the 

age of puberty, that he Jhould go abroad,. and pafs fome time in his travels t. 

t Kennet, p. 686. 
l-Ie 
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Chap. III. He returned into England after four years abfence, and was pleafed to find hi3 
1 61.3· · Countefs in the full luftre of beauty, and poffeffed of the love and admiration of 

the whole court. But, when the Earl approached, and claimed the privileges of 
a huiband, he met with nothing but fymptoms of averfion and difguft, and a flat 
refufal of any farther familiarities. He applied to her parents, who conftrained 
her to attend him into the country, and to partake of his bed : But nothing could 
overcome her rigid fullennefs and obftinacy ; and fbe frill rofe from his fide, 
without having !bared the nuptial pleafures. Difgufted with re-iterated denials, 
he at !aft gave over the purfuit, and feparating himfelf from her, thenceforth 
~bandoned her conduct to her own will and difcretion. 

SucH coldnefs and averfion in Lady Effex arofe not without an attachment to 
another object. The favourite had opened his addreffes, and had been too fuc
cefsful in making impreffion on the tender heart of the young Countefs *. She 
imagined, that fo long as .lhe refufed the embraces of Effex, fhe never could be 
deemed his wife, and that a feparation and divorce might ftill open the way for a 
new marriage with her belvved Rochefter t. Tho' their paffion was fo violent, 
and their opportunities of intercourfe fo frequent, that they had already indulged 
themfelves in all the gratifications of love, they frill lamented their unhappy fate, 
while the union between them was not intire and indi.ffoluble. And the lover, as 
well as his miftrefs, was impatient, till their mutual ardour 1hould be crowned 
with marriage. 

So momentous an affair could not be concluded without confulting Overbury, 
with whom Rochefter was accuftomed to fbare all his fecrets. While that faith
ful friend had confidered his patron's attachment to the Countefs of Effex mere
ly as an affair of gallantry, he had favoured its progrefs ; and it was partly owing 
to the ingenious and paffionate letters, which he dictated, that Rochefter had met 
with fuch fuccefs in his addreifes. Like an experienced courtier, he thought, that 
a conqueft of this nature would throw a luftre on the youthful favourite, and would 
tend frill further to endear him to J ames, who was charmed to hear of the amours 
of his court, and liftened with atteAtion to every tale of gallantry. But great 
was Overbury's alarm, when Rochefter mentioned his defign of marrying the 
Countefs; and he ufed every method to diffuade his friend from fo foolilh an at
tempt. He reprefented, how invidious, how difficult an enterprize it was to pro
cure her a divorce from her hufband : How dangerous, how fbameful, to take into 
his own bed a profligate woman, who being married to a young nobleman of the 
firft rank, had not fcrupled to proftitute her character, and to beftow favours on the 
object: of a capricious and momentary paffion. And, in the zeal of friend!hip 
he went fo far as to threaten Rochefter, that he would feparate himfelf for ever fro~ 

• Kennet, p. 687. t State Trials, vol. i. p. zzS. 
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ni-m, if he could fo far forget his honour and his intereft as to profecute the in- Chap. III. 

tended marriage*. 16 13· 

RocHESTER had the weaknefs to reveal this converfation to the Countefs of Ef
fex; and when her rage and fury broke out againft Over bury, he had alfo the 
weaknefs to enter into her vindiB:i ve projeCts, and to fwear vengeance againft his 
friend, for the utmoft in fiance, which he could receive, of his faithful friendfhip. 
Some contrivance was neceffary for the execution of their purpofe. Rochefter ad· 
dreffed himfelf to the King; and after complaining, that his own indulgence to 

Overbury had begot in him a degree of arrogance, which was extremely difagree
able, he procured a commiffion for his embaffy to Ruffia ; which he reprefented 
as a retreat for his friend,. both profitable and honourable. "\Vhen confulted by 
Overbury, he earnefl:Jy diffuaded him from accepting this offer, and took on him
felf the taik of fatisfying the King, if he fhould be any way difpleafed with the · 
refufal t. To the King again; he aggravated the infolence of Overbury's con duet, . 
and obtained a warrant for committing him .to the Tower, which J ames intended ztil: of Aprif ... 

as a fiight puni!hment for his difobedience. The lieutenant of the Tower was a 
creature of Rochefter's, and had lately been put into the office for this yery purpofe: 
He confined Overbury fo ftrictly, that the unhappy prifoner was debarred from the · 
fight even of his neareft relatiDns; and no communication of any kind was allow-: 
ed with him, during near fix months, which he lived in prifon. 

THIS obftacle being removed, the lovers purfued their purpofe ; and the King ; 
himfelf, forgetting the dignity of his character; and his friendlhip for the family 
of Effex, entered zealoufiy into the project of procuring the Countefs a ·divorce 
from her hufband. Effex alfo embraced the opportunity of feparating himfelf from 
a bad woman, by whom he was hated; and he was willing to favour their fuccefs by 
any honourable expedient. The pretence for a divorce was his incapacity to fulfil 
the conjugal duties; · and he confeffed, that, with regard to the Countefs, . he was.. 
confcious of fuch an infirmity, tho' he was not fenfible of it with · regard to any 
other woman. In her place too, it is faid, a young virgin was fubfiituted under · 
a mafk, to undergo the legal infpetl.ion by a jury of matrons; After fuch a trial, 
fecunded by court-inflllence, and fupported by the ridiculous opinion of fafcination 
or witchcraft, the fentence of divorce was pronounced between the Earl of Effex and 
his Countefs t· And, to crown the fcene, the King, felicitous leil: the lady fhould 
lofe any rank by her new n1arriage, bellowed . on . his minion the title of Earl .of. 
Somerfet. 

N oTWl THST ANDING this fuccefs, the Countefs of Somerfet was not fatisfied, .. 
till ilie iliould further fatiate her revenge on Overbury; and !he engaged her huf
band, as well as her ,uncle, the Earl of Northampton, in the atrocious defign of r 

• State Trials, vol. i. p. 235, 236, 252. Franklyn, p. 14. t State Tria1s, vol. i. p. Z3 ?>,-
237, &c. t Id. p. zz3, 224, &c. Franklyn's Annals, p. z,. 3, &c. 
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Chap. III. taking him off fecretly by poifon. Fruitlefs attempts were re-iterated by weak 

Over~6~;Y poifons; but, at laft, they gave him one fo fud~en and vi~le?t, that the fympto?1s 
poifoned. were apparent to every one, who approached h1m *· H1s Interment was burned 
t6th of Sept. on with the greateft precipitation ; and, tho' a ftrong fufpicion immediately pre-

vailed in the public, the full proof of the crime was not brought to light, till 

fome years after. 
THE fatal cataftrophe of Qverbury increafed or begot the fufp1cion, that the 

Prince of Wales had been carried off by poifon, given him by Somerfet. Men con
fidered not, that the contrary inference was much jufter. If Somerfet was fo great 
a novice in this deteftable art, that, during the courfe of five months, a man, 
who was his prifoner, and attended by none but his emiffaries, could not be cl if
patched but in fo bungling a manner ; how could it be imagined, that a young 
prince, living in his own court, furrounded by his own friends and domeftics, 
could be expofed to Somerfet's attempts, and be taken off by fo fubtle a poi
fon, if fuch a one exift, as fhould elude the fkill of the moft experienced phyfi· 

cians? 
THE ableft minifl:er whom James ever poffeffed, the Earl of Salifbury, was -

dead t: Suffolk, a man of fiender capacity, had fucceeded him in his office: 
And it was now his tafk to fupply, from an exhauft~d treafury, the profufion of 
James and of his young favourite. The title of baronet, invented by Salifbury, 
was fold ; and two hundred patents of that fpecies of knighthood were difpofed 
of for fo many thoufand pounds: Each rank of nobility had alfo its price affixed 
to it$: Privy feals were circulated to the value of 2.oo,ooo pounds : Benevolences 

were exaCted to the amount of 52,ooo pounds 11 : And fome monopolies, of no 
great value, were erected. But all thefe expedients proved infufficient to fup
ply the King's neceffities ; even tho' he began to enter into fome fchemes for re
trenching his expences §. However fmall the hopes of fuccefs, a new parlia
n1ent muft be fummoned, and this dangerous expedient, for fuch it was now be

come, once more be put to trial. 

1614· WHEN the commons were affembled, they difcovered an extraordinary alarm, 

5th of April. on account of the rumour, which was fpread abroad concerning undertakers~. It 

A parliament. was reported, that feveral perfons, attached to the King, had entered into a con
federacy; and having laid a regular plan for the new eleCtions, had diftributed 
their interefts all over England, and had undertaken to fecure a majority for the 
court. So ignorant were the commons, that they knew not this incident to be 

• Kennet, p. 693· State Trials, vol. i. p. 233, 234-, &c. t 14th May, 1612• 

t Franklyn, P· I 1. 33· 11 Id. P· 10. § Id. P· 49· ~ Parliam. Hiflory, 
Yol. v. p. 286. Kennet, p. 696. Journ. 14th April, zd May, 1614, &c. Franklyn, p. 4s. 
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'the firft infa'llible fymptom of any regular or eftablii11ed liberty. 1-Iad they been 

contented to follow the maxims of their predeceffors, who, as the Earl of Salif

b11ry fa id to the I aft parliament, never, but thrice in fix hundred years, refufed 

a fupply *; they needed not dread, that the crown fhould ever intereft itfelf in their 

eleCtions. Formerly, the Kings even infifi:ed, that none of their houfhold fhould 

ever be eleCted members; and, tho' the charter was afterwards declared void, 

Henry VI. from his great favour to the city of York, conferred a peculiar privi-

. lege on its citizens, that they fhould be exempted from this trouble t. 'Tis well 

known, that, in antient times, a feat in the houft: being confidered as a burthen, 

attended neither with honour nor profit, it was requifite for the counties and bur

roughs to pay fees to their reprefentatives. About this time, a feat began to be 

regarded as an honour, and the country-gentle1nen contended for it ; tho' the 

practice of levying wages for the parliament-men was not altogether difcontinued. 

It was not till long afterwards, when liberty was thoroughly eftabliihed, and popu

lar affemblies entered into every branch of public bufinefs, and the members be

gan to join profit to honour, and the crown found it neceffary to difl:ribute among 

them all the confiderable offices of the kingdom. 

So little fkill or fo fmall n1eans had the courtiers, in J ames's reign, for manag

ing eleCtions, that this houfe of commons £bowed rather a fl:ronger fpirit of 

liberty than the foregoing; and inftead of entering upon the bufinefs of fupply, as 

urged by the King, who made them feveral liberal offers of grace :f:, they imme

diately refumed the fubjeCl: which had been broached laft parliament, and difputed 

his Majefty's power of levying new cuftoms and impofitions, by the mere autho

rity of his prerogative. 'Tis remarkable, that, in their debates on this fubjecr, 

the courtiers frequently pleaded, as a precedent, the exa~ple of all the other he

reditary monarchs in Europe, and mentioned particularly the Kings of France and 

Spain: Nor was this reafoning received by the houfe, either with furprife or in

dignation 11· The members of the oppofite partY., either contented themfelves 

with denying the juftnefs of the inference, or they difputed the truth of the ob

fervation §. And a patriot·member in particular, Sir Roger Owen, even in ar

guing againft the impofitions, very frankly allowed, that the King of England 

was endued with as ample power and prerogative as any prince in Chriftendom ~. 

The nations on the continent, we may obferve, enjoyed frill, in that age, fome fmall 

remains of liberty ; and the Engliih were poffeffed of little more. 

Journ. I 7th Feb. 1609. It appe:us, however, that Saliihury was fomewhat miftaken in this fact: 

And if the Kings were not oftener rcfufed fupply by the parliament, it was only becaufe they would 

not often expofe themfel ves to the hazard of being refufed: But it is certain, that Englifh parliaments 

did antiently carry their frugality to an extreme, and feldom could be prevailed on to give the neceffary 

fupport to the government. 

t Coke's Inftitutes, part iv. chap. 1. of charters of exemption. 

n Journ. 21ft May, 1614• § Id. 12th and zxftMay, 1614· 

YoL. V. H 

t Journ. 1 rth April, 1614-· 

lj Journ. 18th April, 1614. 
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THE commons appliec to the lords for a conference with regard to the new i'n~ .. 
pofitions. A fpeech of Neile, bilhop o~ Lincoln, relleCl:i~g on the ~o.wer .houle, 
beo-ot fome altercation*; md the Kmg fetzed the oppot~umty of dtiTo, vmg Imme
di~ely, with great indigration, a parliament, which had iliewn fo firm a refolution
of retrenching his prercgative, . without communicating, in return, the fmalleff 
fupply to his neceffities. l-Ie carried his rekntment fo far as even to throw into 
prifon fome of the memters, who had been the moll: forw.ard in their oppofition 
to his meafures t. In v'in, did he plead, in excufe for this violence, the example 
of Elizabeth and other princes of the line of'rudor. The people and the p 1r
Jiament, without abandming for ever aJI their liberties and privile-ges, could ac
quiefce in none of thtfe precedents, however frequent. And were the authority 
of fuch precedents adrr.itted, the utmoft that could b~ inferred, is that the 
confiitntio . of EngJand was, at that time, an inconfiilent fabric, whore jar-· 
ring and difcordant palts muft foon defi:roy each other, and from the diffolu
tion of the old, beget 6me new form of civil government, more uniform and . 

confiftent. 
IN the public avowd conduct of the King and the houfe of commons, 

throughout this whole regn, there appears fufficient caufe of quarrel and difguft;. 
yet we are not to imagine, that this was the foie foundation of that jealoufy , _ 
which prevailed between them. During debates in the houfe, it· often happentd, . 
thar a particular membe·, n1ore ardent and zealous than the reft, would difplay 
the . higheft fentiments of liberty, which the commons contented thetnielves to 
hear with fT.ence and :teming approbation; and the King, informed of thefe 
harangues, concluded the whole hour~· to be infected with the fatne principles, and . 
to . be engaged in a ccmbination againft his prerogative. The King, on the 
other hand, tho' he valued himfelf extremely on his king-craft, and was not 
altogether incapable of diffimu1ation, feen1s to have been very little endued with .. 
the gift of fecrecy ; bu~ openly, at his table, in all companies, inculcated thofe 
monarchical tenets, whi:h le had fo ftrongly imbibed. Before a numerous atl
dience, he had expreffd himfelf with great difparagement of the common Jaw. 
of England, . and had given the preference, i!l the ftrongeft terms, to the civil· 

• Parl. HHt vel. v. p. 29c. So little . nxt:d at this time w re the rules of parliament, that the 

~on:rno~s complain"d to the 1eers of a fpeech made in the upper houfe by the bifhop of. Lincoln, 
\\ h1ch It bel.onged o.nly to tha: houfe to cenrure, and which the other could not regularly be fuppofed 

.to . be acquamted With. Thd"e at leaH: are the rules e!hb ifucd, fince the parliament b{came a real 

ft:2 t o: po\\er, and fcene of b~.:~ne.fs. Neit}1er the King rnuH: take notice of what p~fi"c:s in either houfe, 
or e!ther houfe of what paies m the other, till regularly informed of it. '1 he commons in their 

. m.::>tJs pro~eilation .in 16: I, fixed this rule with regard to the King, tho' at pr~r~nt they wr,uld not 
bmd themfelves by 1t.. But c:s l tberty was yet new, thefe maxims, which rcg~rd a:~d regulate it, were 

unkno:.vn and unprachfed. 

t Kt;;nnet, p. 696. 
law: · 
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law : And for this indifcretion he found himfeif obligd to apologize, in a fpee' h 

"to the former parliament*. As a fpecimen of his ufualliberty of talk, we may 

mention a ftory, tho' it paired fome time afterwards, which we meet with in the 

Jife of W ~Iter, and which that poet ufed frequently to repeat. ' ·hen \i\7 all er \V'as 

young, he had the curiouty to go to court; and he loo'1 in the cirde, and faw 

James dine; where, among other company, there fat at table two bifhnps, !~eile 

and Andrews. The King propofed aloud this q ueftion, Whether he might not 

take his fubjects money, when he needed it, without all1his formality of parliament? 

Neiie replied, God forbid you jhottld not: For you are tht breath of our noflrils. An

crews declined anfwering, and faid, he was not fkiled in parliamentary cafes: 

.But upon the King's urging him, and faying he wou.d admit of no evauon, the 

bifbop replied very p1eafantly : Why then, I think yortr Majefly may very lawfully 

take my brother Neile' s money: For he ~ffers it t. 

Chap. rrr. 
It;q. 

THE favourite had hitherto efcaped the inquiry of juftice; but he had not ef- 1615 . 

. caped that frill voice, which can make itfelf be heard ~midft all the hurry and flat· Somerfet's 

tery of a court, and aftonilhes the criminal with a jut reprefentation of his moft fall. 

fecret enormities. Confcious of the murder of hi~ friend, Somerfet received 

fmall confolation from the enjoyments of love, or the utmoft kindnefs and in

dulgence of his fovereign. The graces of his youd gradually difappeared, the 

gaiety of his manners was obfcured, his politenefs md obliging behaviour were 

changed into fullennefs and filence. And the King whofe affeCtions had been 

·engaged by thefe fuperficial accomplifhments, began to eftrange himfelf from a 

man, who no longer contributed to his amufement. 

THE fagadous courtiers obferved the firft fymptons of this difguft: Somer

·fet's enemies feized the opportunity, and offered a new minion to the King. 

George 'Villiers, a youth of one and twenty, younger brother of a good family, 

,returned at this time from his travels, and was rema1ked for the advantages of a 

handfome perfon, genteel air. and fafhionable apparel At a comedy, he was pur

pofely placed full in Jame~'s eye, and immediately engaged the attention, and, in 

the fame inftant, the affeCtions of that monarch §. Afhamed of his fudden at-

. tachment, the King endeavoured, but in vain, to co1ceal the partiality which he 

felt for the 1andfome ·ftranger; ancl e employed all his profound politics to fix 

hirr1 in his fervice, without f"'eming to deure it. H( declared his refolution not 

to confer any office on him, unlefs entreated by the ~een; and he pretended, 

that it fnould only be in complaifanre to her choice, le would agree to admit him 

near his perfon. The ~ ueen was immediately appled to ; but !he, well know

ing the extreme to whtch the King carried thefe attadments, refufed, at firft, te 

• King JanFs's Works, p. 532. 

~ ennet, vol. i1. p. 698. 
t Preface to Wailer's Vorks. 

H2 

§ Franklyn, p. 30. 
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lend her countenance to this new paffion. It was not till entreated by Abbot, 
Archbifhop of Canterbury, a decent prelate, and one much prejudiced againfr So
merfet, that !he would condefcend to oblige her hu!band, by alking this favour of 
him*. And the King, thinking now that all appearances were fully faved, no 
1onO"er conftrained his affeB:ion, but immediately beftowed the office of cup-bearer 

0 

on young Villiers. 
THE whole court were thrown into parties between the two mm10ns ; while 

fome endeavoured to advance the rifing fortunes of Villiers, and others deemed it 
fafer to adhere to the eftablillied credit of Somerfet. The King himfelf, divided 

between inclination and decorum, increafed the doubt and ambiguity of the 
courtiers; and the ftern jealoufy of the old favourite, who refufed every advance 
of friendlliip from his rival, begot perpetual quarrels between their feveral par
tizans. B Jt the difcovery of Somerfet's guilt in the murder of Overbury, at laft 

decided the controverfy, and expo fed him to the ruin and infamy which he fo 

well merited. 
AN apothecary's 'prentice, who had been employed in making up the poifons, 

having retired to Flufhing, began to talk very freely of the whole fecret ; and 

the affair at lafl: came to the ears of Trumbal, the King's envoy in the Low Coun
tries. By his means, Sir Ralph Winwood, fecretary of ftate, was informed ; and 
he carried the intelligence immediately to J ames. The King, alarmed and afto
nifhed to find fuch enormous guilt in a man whom he had admitted into his bo
fom, fent for Sir Edward Coke, Lord chief juftice, and earneftl y recommended 

to him the moft rigorous and unbiaifed fcrutiny. This injunCtion was executed 
with great induftry and feverity: The whole labyrinth of guilt was carefully un

ravelled: The leffer criminals, Sir Jervis Elvis, lieutenant of the Tower, Franklin, 

Wefton, Mrs. Turner, were firft tried and condemned : Somerfet and his 
Countefs were afterwards found guilty : Northampton's death, a little before, had 

faved him from a like fate. 
IT may not be unworthy of remark, that Coke, in the trial of Mrs. Turner, 

told her, that fhe was guilty of the feven deadly fins : She was a whore, a bawd, 

a for~erer, a witch, a papift, a felon, and a murderer t. And what may more 

furpnze u~, B~con, then attorney-general, took care to obferve, that poifoning 
was a pop1fh tnck :1:· Such were the bigotted prejudices which prevailed in this 
age: Poifoning was not, of itfelf, fufficiently odious, if it was not reprefented as 
a branch of popery. Stowe tells us, that, when the King came to Newcaftle on 
his firfl: entry into England, he gave liberty to all the prifoners, except thofe ~on
fined for treafon, murder, and papiftry. When one confiders thefe circumftances, 

• Coke, p. 46, 47· Rulhw. vol. i. p. 456. t State Trials, vol. i. p. 230. t State 

Trials, vol. i. p. 242~ 
8 that 
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that furious bigotry of the catholics, which broke out in the gun-powder confpi- Chap. HI. 
16 I 5• 

racy, appears the lefs furprizing. 

ALL the accomplices in Overbury's murder received the punifhment due to 

their crime : But the King beflowed a pardon on the principals, Somerfet and the 

Countef.'i. It muft be confeffed, that J ames's fortitude had been highly laudable, 

had he perfifted in his firft intention of configning over to feverc jufl.ice all the 

criminals : But let us ftill beware of blaming him too harfhly, if, on the approach 

of the fatal hour, he fcr up!ed to deliver into tbe hands of the executioner, p,r

fons whom he had once favoured with his moft. tender affections. 1 'o foften the 

rigour of their fates after fome years itnprifonment, he refl:ored them to their li~ 

berty, and conferred on them a penfion, with which they retired, and languiflJed 

out old age in infamy and obfcurity. Their guilty loves were turned into the moft 

deadly hatred; and they pa[fed n1any years together in the fame houfe, without 

any intercourfe or correfpondence with each other *. 
SEVERAL hiftorians t, in relating thefe events, have infifred much on the diffi

n1ulation of James's behaviour, when he delivered Somerfet into the hands of the 

chief juftice ; on the infolent menaces of that criminal; on his peremptory refu

fal to ftand a trial ; and on the extreme anxiety of the King during the whole 

progrefs of this affair. Allowing all thefe circumfiances to be true, of which 

fame are fufpicious, if not palpably falfe :J:, the great remains of tendernefs, which 

J ames ftill felt for Somerfet, may, perhaps, be fufficient to account for them. That 

favourite was high-fpirited; and refolute rather to periih than live under the in

famy to w hi eh he was expo fed. J ames was fenfible that the pardoning fo great a 

criminal, which was of itfelf invidious, would become fiill more unpopular, if 

his obftinate and ftubborn behaviour on his trial ihould augment the public hatred 

againft him §. At leafr, the unreferved confidence, in which the King had in

dulged his favourite for feveral years, might render Somerfet mafter of fo many 

fecrets, that it is impoffible, without farther light, to affign the particular caufe 

of that fuperiority, which, 'tis faid, he appeared fo much to affume. 

THE fall of Somerfet, and his banifhment from court, opened the way forRifeofBu:ck .. 

Villiers to mount up at once to the full height of favour, of honours, and of riches. ingham •. 

Had J ames's paffion been governed by corn m on rules of prudence, the office of 

cup-bearer would have attached Villiers to his perfon, and might well have con-

tented one of his age and family; nor would any one, who was not cynically au-

ftere, have much cenfured the fingularity of the King's tafte in a1nufement. But 

fuch advancement was far inferior to the fortune which he intended for hjs fa

vourite. In the courfe of a few years, he created him Vifcount Villiers, Earl, 

• Ken net, p. 699. t Coke, W elden, &c. t See Biog. Brit. Article CoKE, p .. 1384. 

§ Bacon, vol. .iv. p. 617. 
Mar-~ 
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I Marque(<; and Duke of Buckinoham, knight of the garter, mafler of the horfe, 
Chap. II . , o b h 

·1615. chief juftice in Eyre, warden of the Cin4ue p~rts, mafter of the. king's . enc 
o'lice, fieward of W eftminfter, confiable of \V llldfor, and Lord htgh ad m1ral of 
England *. His mother obtained the title of Countefs of B~ckingham : His ~ro
t her was created V1fconnt Purbeck; and a numerous tram ot needy relations 

. were all puili.ed up into credit and authority. And thus the fond Prince, while 
he meant to play the tutor to his favourite, and to train hirn up in the rules of 

· prudence and politics, took an infJllible method, by loading him with prcmaturt: 
and exorbitant honours, to render him, for ever, raih, precipitant, and infolent. 

Cautionary 
towns de,i
vered. 

, 

A vouNG minion to gratify with pleafure, a neceffitous family to fupply wi[h 
riches, were enterpriz.es too great for the empty exchequer of James. In order to 
obtain a little money, the cautionary towns mufl: be delivered up to the Dutch; 
.a meafure which has been feverely cenfured by almoft all hiftorians ; and I may 
venture to affirm, that, tho' it mufl: be owned fomewhat impolitic, it has been 

cenfured much beyond its real weight and importance. 
WHEN ~een Elizabeth advanced money for the fupport of the inEmt repub

lic ; befides the view of fecuring herfelf againfr the exorbitant power and ambi
tion of Spain, £he -frill referved the profpeCt of re~imburfement; and fhe got 
configned into her hands the three important fortreffes of Fluihing, the Brille, and 
Rammekins, as pledges for the money which was due to her. Indulgent to the 
neceffitous condition of the ftates, fhe agreed that the debt fhould bear no intereft, 
and ihe fiipulated, that, if ever England made a feparate peace with Spain, !he 
fhould pay the troops which garrifoned thofe fortre!fes t. It appears fron1 J ea
nin's letters, that the ftates had expected a very con!iderable abatement of the debt, 
even at a tine when J!mes's exchequer was in tolerable order, from the only con!i
derable fopply which his parliament had ever granted him; Much more were they 
encouraged in this hope by his prefent neceffitous condition. In this negotiation 
they employed Caron, their minifter, who offered the King a little above the third 
of the money, which was due to him, and which amounted in the whole to 

8 1 g,4o8 pounds :f:. It occurred to J ames, that the pay of the garrifons was fo bur
then feme on his Gender revenue, that very large arrears were owing them, and 
they were ready to mutiny for want of fub!ifl:ence § ; that, fince the King's accef- . 
fion, above 3oo,ooo pounds had been expended for their fupport, and there ap· 
peared no end of thefe charges; that by the ftrift:eft computation the third of the 
fum, paid him prefently, was much preferable to the whole payable ten years af
ter 11 ; that the ftates, trufting to his pacific maxims, as well as the clofe union of 

* l•1anklyn, p. 30. Clarendon, 8vo. edit. vol. i. p. xo. 

Win wood, vol. ii. p. 3 51. t Win wood, vol. ii, p. 35 I. 
. U .1oney was the.n at ten per (t1lf. 

t Rymer, tJm." xvi. p. 341 • 

·§Journ.IzthApril, 1614 • 
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tnterelt and affettion with his people, were nowife anxious for the recovery of Chap. TU. 

thefe places, and might allow them to lye long in his hands, if full payment was 1616
•· 

infifl:ed on ; that this union was really fo intimate, that no reafonable meafures 

for mutual fupport would be wanting from the Dutch, even tho' freed from the 

dependance of thefc garrifons ; that the exchequer of the republic was at prefent 

very low, infomuch that they found difficulty, now that the aids of France were 

withdrawn, to maintain themfelves in that poflure of defence, which was requi· 

fite during the truce with Spain; and that the Spaniards were perpetually infift. 

ing with the King on the reftitution of thefe towns as belonging to thtir crown ; 

and no cordial alliance co.dd ever be made with that nation, while they remained 

in the hands of the Engh{h *. Thefe reafons, together with his urgent wanrs, 6th of June. 

induced the King to accept of Caron's o~Ter; and he evacuated the cautionary town,s, 

which held the fl:ates in total fubjection, and which an ambitious and enterprizing 

prince would have reg:1rded as his mof1: valuab].;! pofleffions. 1'his is the date of 

the full liberty of the Dutch commonwealth. 

WHEN the crown of England d--volved on James, it might have been forefeen 161-• . 

by the Scots nation, that the independance of their kingdom, the object, for Affairs of 

which their anceftors had fhed fuch an oceJn of blood, would now be utterly lofr; Scotlando 

and that, if both fiates perfevered in maintaining feparate laws and parliaments, 

the weaker would feel more fenubly the fubjeB:ion, than if it had been totally 

fubdued by force of arms. But thefe views did not generally occur; The glory · 

of having given a fovereign to their powerful enemy, the advantages of prefent · 

peace and tranquillity, the riches acquired from the munificence of their mafter; ~ 

thefe confiderations fecured their dutiful obedience to a Prince, who daily gave · 

fuch fenfible proofs of his friendlhip and partiality towards them. Never hijd the · 

authority of any king, who refided among them, been fo firmly eftabliilied as was•· 

that of J ames, even when abfent; and as the adminifl:ration had been hitherto 

conducted with great order and tranquillity, there had happened no occurrence to 

draw thither our attention. But this fummer, the King was refolved to pay a May. 

vi fit to his native country, in order to renew his antient friend{hips and connec· 

tions, and to introduce that change of ecclefiafl:ical difcipline and government, on 

which his mind was extremely bent: The three chief points, which the King 

propofed to accompli!h by his journey to Scotland, were the enlarging epifcopal 

authority, the efrabliiliing a few ceremonies in public worfhip, and the fixing a 1 

fuperiority of the civil above the ecclefia!l:ical jurifdiB:ion. 

BuT 'tis an obfervation, fuggefl:ed by all hifl:ory, and by none more than by , 

that of J ames, and his fucceifor, that the religious fpirit, when it mint)es with 

faction, contains in 't fomething fupernatural and unaccountable; and that, in its~ 

* Rufhwonh, vol. i. p. 3· 
ope-
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operations upon fociety, effects correfpond lefs to the~r know~ caufes than is found 
in any other circumllance of government. A reflechon, wh1ch nuy, at once, .af ... 
ford a fource of blame againft fuch fovereigns as lightly innovate in fo danger
ous an artic.e, and of apology for fuch, as being engaged in an enterprize of that 
nature, are difappointed of the expeCted event, and fail in their undertakings. 

WHEN the Scottifh nation were firft feized with that zeal for reformation, which, 

tho' it caufed fuch difturbance during the time, has fince proved fo falutary in the 

confequences; the preachers, aifuming to themfelves a charaCter, little inferior 
to the prophetic or apoftolical, difdained all fubjeB:ion to the fpiritual rulers of the 

church, by whom their innovations were pu:1ifhed and oppofed. The revenues 
of the dignified clergy, no longer confidered as facred, were either appropriated 

by the prefent poffefTors, or feized by the more powerful barons; and what re

tnained, after mighty dilapidations, was, by aCt of parliatnent, annexed to the 
crown. The prelates, however, and abbots, maintained their temporal jurifdic

tions and their feats in parliament; and, tho' laymen were fometimes endowed 
with ecclefiafl:ical titles, the church, notwithftanding its frequent protdl:ations to 

the contrary, was frill fuppofed to be reprefented by thofe fpiritual lords, in the 
ftates of the kingdom. Afcer many ftruggles, the King, even before his acceffion 

to the throne of England, had acquired fufficient influence over the Scots clergy, 
to extort from them an acknowledgement of the parliamentary jurifdiEtion of 

bilhops ; tho' attended with many precautions, in order to fecure themfelves 

ag~infr the fpiritual encroachments of that order t. · When King of England, he 
engaged them, tho' frill with great reluCtance on their part, to advance a fl:ep far

ther, and to receive the bifhops as perpetual prefidents or moderators in their ec

clefiaftical fynods; re-iterating their proteftations againft all fpiritual jurifdietion 

of d . .., prelates, and all controuling power over the prefbyters :f:. AQd by 
fuch gradual innovations, the King flattered himfe]f, that he would quietly intro

duce epifcopal authority : But as his final fcope was fully feen from the beginning, 
every new advance gave freili occafion of difcontent, and aggravated, inftead of 

foftening, the abhorrence, entertained againft the re lacy. 

WHAT rendered the King's aim more apparent, were the endeavours, which, 

at the fame time, he ufed to introduce into Scotland fome of the ceremonies of the 

church of England : The reft, it was eafily forefeen, would foon follow. The 

fire o~ devotion, excited by novelty, and inflamed by oppofition, had fo poffeffed 
the mmds of the Scots reformers, that all ri es and ornaments, and even order 
of worfhip, were difdainfully rejeCted as ufelefs burthens; retardina the imaaina

tio~ in its rapturous exta!ies, and cramping the operations of that divine fpiri;, by 

w~tch they fuppofed themfelves to be animated. A mode of worfhip was efta
bhihed, the n1oft naked and moft fimple imaginable; one that borrowed nothing 

t 1 598• l 16o6. 
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from the fenfes ; but repofed itfelf intirely on the contemplation of that divine 
effence, which difcovers itfelf to the underftanding only. This fpecies of devo
tion, fo worthy of the fupreme Being, but fo little fuitable to human frailty, was 

_ obferved to occafion great difturbances in the breaft, and in many refpeCts to con
found all rational principles of conduCt and behaviour. The mind, firaining for 
thefe extraordinary raptures, reaching them by fhort glances, linking again under 
its own weaknefs, rejeCl:ing all exterior aid of pomp and ceremony, was fo occu
pied in this inward life, that it fled from every intercoUI·fe of fociety, and from 
every fweet or chearful amufement, which could foften or humanize the charac
ter. It was obvious to all difcerning eyes, and had not efcaped the King's, that 
by the prevalence of fanaticifm, a gloomy and fullen difpofition eftablithed itfelf 
among the people; a fpirit, obftinate and dangerous ; independent and diforder
ly; animated equally with a contempt of authority, and a hatred to every other 
mode of religion, particularly to the catholic. In order to mellow thefe humours, 
J ames endeavoured to infufe a fmall tincture of ceremony into the national wor· 
fhip, and to introduce fuch rites as might, in fome degree, occupy the mind, and 
pleafe the fenfes, without departing too far from that fimplicity, by which the re
formation was diftinguilhed. The finer arts too, tho' ftill rude in thefe northern 
kingdoms, were employed to adorn the churches; and the King's chappel, in 
which an organ was ereCted, and feme pictures and ftatues difplayed, was pro
pofed as a model to the refi: of the nation. But mufic was grating to the preju
diced ears of the Scots clergy; fculpture and painting appeared infiruments of 
idolatry; the furplice was a rag of popery; and each motion or gefture, prefcribed 
by the liturgy, was a ftep towards that fpiritual Babylon, fo much the object of 
their horror and averfion. Every thing was deemed impious, but their own myf
tical comments on the fcriptures, which they idolized, and whofe eaftern prophe
tic ftyle they employed in every common occurrence of life. 

IT will not be neceffary to give a particular account of the ceremonies, which 
the King was fo intent to eftablilh. Such inftitutions, for a time, are efteemed, 
either too divine to have proceeded from any other being than the fupreme Crea
tor of the univerfe, or too diabolical to have been derived from other than an in
fernal demon. But no fooner is the mode or the controverfy paft, than they are uni
verfally difcovered to be of fo little importance as fcarce to be mentioned wirh dig
nity amidft the ordinary courfe of human tranfatl:ions. It is here fufficient to re
mark, that the rites introduced by J ames regarded the kneeling at the facrament, 
private communion, private baptifm, confirmation of children, and the obfervance 
of Chriftmas and other feftivals t. Thefe ceremonies were afterwards known by 
the name of the articles of .Perth, from the place where they were ratified by the 
affembly. 

t Franklyn, p. 65. Spotf\vood. 
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A conformity of difcipline and worfhip between the churches of England and 
Scotland, which was J ames's aim, he never could hope to eftabliili, but by firfl: 
procuring an acknowlegement of his own auth~rity in all eccleC:a~ical caufes ; and 
nothing could be more contrary to the praCtice as well as pnnnples of t~e pref
byterian clergy. The ecclefiaftical courts poffe:ffed the power of denouncmg ex
communication ; and that fentence, befides the fpiritual confequences fuppofed to 

follow from it, was attended with immediate effects of the moft important na
ture. The perfon excommumcated was fhunned by every one as profane and im

pious; and his whole eftate, during his life-time, and all his moveables, for ever, 
were forfeited to the crown. Nor were the previous fteps, requifite before in
fliCting this fcntence, formal or regular, in proportion to the weight of it. With
out accufer, without fummons, without trial, any ecclefiafi:ical court, however in- -
ferior, fometimes pretended, in a fummary manner, to pronounce a fentence of 
excommunication, for any caufe, and againfl: any perfon, even tho' he lived not 
within the bounds of their jurifdiction *. And, by this means, the whole tyranny 
of the inquifition, tho' without its order, was introduced into the kingdom. 

BuT the clergy contented not thetnfelves with the unlimited jurifdiction, which 
they exercifed in ecclefiaftical matters: They affumed a cenforial power . ver every 
part of adminiftration ; and, in all their fermons, and even prayers, n1!ng1i 1g po
litics with religion, they inculcated the mail: feditious and moft turbulent prin
ciples. Black, minifi:er of St. Andrews, went fo far t, in a fermon, as to pro
nounce all Kings the devil's children; he gave the ~1een of England the a8pella
tion of atheift; he faid, that the treachery of the King's heart was now fully 
difcovered; and in his prayers for the ~een he ufeci thefe words ; lf/e 11zujl pr.ay for 

her for the fajhion' s fake, but 'Uie have no caufe: She 'willrtever do us any good. When 
fummoned before the privy council, he refufed to anLvc r to a civil court for any 
thing delivered from the pulpit, even tho' the crime, of which he was accufed, was 
of a civil nature. The church ad9pted his caufe. They rai{ed a [edition in Edin
burgh :!:· l'he King, during fome time, was in the hands of the enraged popu
lace; and it was not without courage, as well as dexterity, that he was able to 
extricate himfelf 11: A r:ew days after~ a minifter, preaching in the principal 
church of that cap1tal, fa1d, that the Kmg was poffeffed with a devil ; and, that 
one devil being expelled, feven worfe had entered in his place §. To which he 
added, that the fubjeB:s might lawfully rife, and take the fword out of his hand 
Scarce, even during the darkefi: night of papal fuperfi:ition, are there found fuel~ 
inftances of prieftly encroachments, as the annals of Scotland prefent to us durino-

, that period. · 
0 

BY thefe extravagant ftretches of power? and by the patient conduct of J ames, 
the church began to lofe ground, even before the King's acceffion to the throne of 

§Id. 
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England : But no fooner had that event taken place, than he made the Scots clergy Chap. III. 

fenfible that he was become the fovereign of a great kingdom, which he governed 1617. 

with great authority. Tho' formerly he would have thought himfelf happy to 
have made a fair partition with them of the civil and ecclefiaftical authority, he 
was now refolved to exert a fupreme jurifdietion in church as well as ftate, and to 
put an end to their feditious praClices. An affembly had been fummoned at Aber-
deen *; but, on account of his journey to London, he prorogued tt to the year 
following. Some of the clergy, difavowing his ecclefiafi:ical fupremacy, met at 
the time fir!l: appointed, notwithftanding his prohibition. He threw them into 
prifon. Such of them as fubmitted, and acknowleged their error, he pardoned. 
The reft he brought to their trial. They were condemned for high treafon. He 
gave them their lives; but banithed them the kingdom. Six of them fuffered this 

penalty t. 
THE general affembly was afterwards induced t to acknowlege the King's au .. 

thority in fummoning ecclefiaftical courts, and to fubmit to the jurifdiction and vi
fitation of the biih ps. Even their favourite fentence of excommunication was de
clared invalid, unlefs confirmed by the ordinary. The King recommended to the 
prefbyteries the members, whom they fhould eleCt to this affembly ; and every 
thing was conduCted in it with little appearance of choice and liberty 11. 

Bv his own prerogative likewife, which he feems to have ftretched on this oc
cafion, the King ereCted a court of high commi!Iion §, in imitation of that efta
bliihed in England. The bifhops and a few of the clergy, who had been futn
moned together, willingly acknowleged this court; and it proceeded immediately 
upon bufinefs, as if its authority had been grounded on the full confent of the 
whole legiilature. 

BuT J ames referved the final b!ow for the time when he Ihould himfelf pay a 13th of June. 
vifit to Scotland. He propofed to the parliament, which was then affembled, 
that they 1hou1d enact, that, " whatever his Majefty lhould determine in the ex-
,, ternal government of the church, with the confent of the archbifhops, bithops, 
" and a competent number of the miniftry, fuould have the force of a law~.'' 
What number fhould be deemed competent was not determined : And their 
nomination was left entirely to the King : So that his ecclefiaftical authority, had 
this bill paffed, would have been eftablifhed in its full extent. Some of the 
clergy protefted. They apprehended, they faid, that the purity of their church, 
would, by means of this new authority, be polluted with all the rites and li-
turgy of the church of England. J arnes, dreadmg clamour and oppofition, 
dropped the act, which had already paffed the lords of articles ; and afferted, that 

. * July, I 6o+. t Spotfwood. t 6th ofJune, 16t o,.. 

§ 15th of Feb 16xo. ~ Spotfwood. Franklyn, I'· :.9. 
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Ch. p. HI. the inhermt prerogative of the crown contained n1ore power th~n was reco~nized' 
16 17· _ by this bill. Some time after, he called, at St. Andrews, a n1eetm~ of the b~lhops 

10
U1 of July. and thirn-fix of the moft eminent clergy. He tnere declared h1s refoluuon of 

exerting ·1 is prerogative, and of eftablifhing, by his own authority, the few cere
monies \\hich he had recommended to them. 1"'hey entreated him rather to fum
mon a ge1eral affembly, and to procure their confent. The King afking, What a.f!ur

auce he night ha~'e of the affimbly's confent: they anfwered, That they faw no rea
fJ n to the contrary, and knew that the affembly would yield to any reafonable de- · 
mand of his Majefl:y. But if it fall out otherwife, faid the King, and my demand 

be refufed; my difficulty /hall be the greater: And when I jhall ufe rny authority in 

rftablifhint the ceremonies, they will call me tyrant and perfecutor. All crying out, 
that none could be fo rvad; 1,.et experience., faid the King, tells me, that it may· 
readily ha[Jpen. ?:herefore, unlefs I be made Jure, I will not give way to an affimbly. 
Galloway, one of the minifters, faying, that the Archbifhop of St. Andrews 
would anfwer for them, the Archbilhop refufed: For that he had been deceived 
by them, and had fufficiently experienced their breach of promife. Then faid 
Galloway, If your Majefly will tru.ft me, 1 will anfwer for them t. The King con
fented; t.nd an affembly was fummoned on the 25th of November enfuing. 

YET this affemb1y, which met after the King's departure frotn Scotland, elu
ded all his applications ; and it was not till the fubfequent year, that he was able 
to procure a vote for receiving his ceremonies. And thro' every fl:ep of this af-.. 
fair, in the parliament as well a.s in all the general affemblies, the nation betrayed 
the ut moll: reluctance to all thefe innovations; and nothing but J ames's importu
nity and mthority had extorted a feeming confent, which was belied by the inward 
fentiments of all ranks of people. Even the few, over whom religious preju
dices we1e not prevalent, thought the national. honour fa.crificed by a fervil.e 
imitation of the modes of worfhip, praCl:ifed in England. And every prudent 
n1an agreed in condemning the meafures of the King, who, by an ill. timed zeal 
for infignificant ceremonies, had betrayed, tho' in an oppofite manner, equal 
narrow~efs of mind, with the perfons, whom he treated with fuch contempt .. 
It was JUdged, that, had not thefe dangerous humours been irritated by oppofi. 
tion; had they been allowed peaceably to evaporate ; they would at 1aft have 
fubGded within the limits of law and civil authority. And as all fanatical reli
gions na1uralty circumfcribe, to very narrow bounds, the numbers and riches of 
the eccleliafrics ; no. fooner is their firft fire fpent, than they lofe the moft dan
gerous p1rt of their credit over the pe~ple, and leave them under the natural and 
beneficent influence of their civil and tnoral obligations. 

_At. th~ fame .time, that ~ ames fhocked, in fo violent a manner, the religious 
prmc1ple; of h1s Scots fubjetl:s) he acted in oppofition to thofe of his Englilh •. 

;- Spotfwood. Franklyn, p. z9 .. 
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He had obferved, in his progrefs thro' England, tHat a judaical obfervance of 
tlie Sunday, chiefly by means of the puritans, was, every day, gaining ground 
throughout the k · ngdom, and that the people, under coiour of relig~ on, were, 
contrary to former practice, debarred from fuch fports and recreations, as con
tributed both to their health and their amufement t. Feftivals, whicll in other 
nations and ages, are partly dedicated to public worfhip, partly to mirt~ and fo
ciety, were here totally appropriated to the offices of religion, and ferved to 
nourifh thofe fullen and gloomy contemplations, to which the people were, of 
themfelves, fo unfortunately fubjeCl:. The King falfely concluded, that it would 
be eafy to infufe chearfulnefs into this dark fpirit of devotion. He i!fued a 
proclamation to allow and encourage, after divine fervice, all kinds of !awful 
games and exercifes ; and by his authority, he endeavoured to give fanetion to 
a practice, which his fubjecb regarded as the utmoft profanenefs and in1piety , 

C H A P. IV. 

Sir Waiter Raleigh's expedt't-ion.-His execution. InfurrtC!ions ln 
Bohemia.-Lofs of the Palatinate.-Negotiations with SjXJin.
A parliament.-Parties.-Fall of Bacon.-Rupture between 
King and par/iament.-Proteftation of the common,s. 

Chap. nr. 
1617· 

T the time when Sir Walter Raleigh was firft confined to the Tower, his 
161 

s 
violent and haughty temper had rendered him the moft unpopular man in Sir Walt;r 

England, and his condemnation was chiefly owing to that public odium, under Ra1~i~h's ex .. 

which he laboured. During the thirteen years imprifonment, which he fuffered,_ ped.ltlon._ 

the fentiments of the nation were much changed with regard to him. Men had 
leifure to refleCt on the hardfhip, not to fay, injuftice of his fentence ; t'1ey pitied 
his active and enterprizing fpirit, which languifhed in the rigours of confinement; 

t Kennet, p. 709. 
* Franklyn, p. 31. To lhow how rigid, the Englilh, chiefly the puritans, were in th is particular, # 

a bill was introduced into the houfe of commons, in the 18th of the King. for the mere ftriEt ob
fervation of the Sunday, which they affetied to eaU the Sabbath. One Shepherd oppoed this bill~. 

objeEted to the appellation of Sabbath as puritanicaiT defended dancing by the ex.amp.e of David" 
and feems even to have juftified fports on that day. For this profanenefs, he was expell(d the houfe, 
by the fuggeftion of Mr. Pym. The houfe of lords oppofed fo far this puritanical fpirit of the corn• 
mons, that they propofed, that the appellation of Sahhath ihould be changed into that of Lord's Day. 
Journ. 15th and 16th February, 16zo. z8th May, 16z t. In Shepherd's fenten.ce his offeoce is faid bJi 
the houfe to be great, e)"crbitant, unparalleled. 
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Cl n IV. they were ftruck with the extenGve genius of the ma 1 ~ w,ho: .being .educated 
· 16 xS. amidfi: naval and military enterprize$, had furpaifed in the purfUJts of hte ature, 

even thofe of the mofi redufe and fedentary lives; and they admired his unbro
ken magnanimity, which, at his age and under his circumfrances, could engage 
him to undertake and execute fo great a work as his hiftory of the world. To 
increafe thefe favourable difpofitions, on which he built the hopes of recovering his 
liberty, he fpread the report of a golden mine, which he had difcovered in Guiana, 
and which was fufficient, according to his reprefentation, not only to in rich all the 
adventurers, but to afford immenfe treafures to the nation. "fhe King gave lie
tie credit to thefe mighty promifes ; both becaufe he believed, tliat no fuch mine, 
as that defcribed, was any where in nature, and becaufe he conildered Raleigh 
as a man of defperate fortunes, whofe bufinefs it was, by any means, to procure 
his freedom, and to reinfrate himfelf in credit and authority. Thinking, how
ever, that he had already undergone fufficient punifhment, he releafed him from 
the Tower ; and when his vaunts of the golden mine had engaged multitudes to 
affociate with him, the King gave them permiffion to try the adventure, and, 
at their defire, conferred on Raleigh authority over his fellow-adventurers. Tho' 
ihongly folicited, he ftill refufed to grant him a pardon, which feemed a natu
ral confequence, when he was intrulled with power and command. But James 
declared himfelf ftill diffident of Raleigh's defigns; and he inteaded, he faid, to 
referve the former fentence, as a check upon his future behaviour. 

RALEIGH well knew, that it was far from the King's purpofe to invade any of 
the Spanifh fettlements : He therefore firmly denied, that Spain had planted any 
colonies on that part of the coaft, where his mine lay. When the ambaffador of 
that nation, the famous Gondomar, alarmed at his preparations, carried com
plaints to the King; Raleigh fiiH protefied the innocence of his intentions: And 
James af.fured Gondomar, that he durft not form any hofrile attempt, and that 
he fhould pay with his head for fo audacious an enterprize. But the minifter 
wifely concluding, that twelve armed veffels were not fitted out without fome 
purpofe of invafion, conveyed the intelligence to the court of Madrid, who im
mediately gave orders for arming and fortifying all their fettlements, particularly 
thofe along the coail: of Guiana. 

WHEN the courage and avarice of the Spaniards and Portuguefe had difcovered 
fo many new worlds, they were refol ved to £hew themfelves fuper:or to the bar
barous heathens, whom they invaded, not only in arts and arms, but alfo in the 
jufiice of the quarrel: They applied to Alexander VI. who then filled the pa-

J 

pal chair; and he generouily befrowed on the Spaniards the whole weftern, and 
on the Portuguefe the whole eaftern part of the globe. The more fcrupuious 
proteftants, who acknowleged not the authority of the Roman lintiff, eftablifh-
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ed the firft dilcovery as the foundation of their title; and if a pyrate or fea·ad
venturer of their nation had but ereL ed a flick or ftone on the coall:, as a memo
rial of his taking poffeffion, they concluded the whole continent to belong to 
them, and thought themfe!ves intitled to expel or exterminate, as ufurpers, the 
antient poifdfors and inhabitants. It was in this manner, that Sir Waiter Raleigh, 
about twenty three years before, had acquired to the crown of England a claim 
to the continent of Guiana, a region as large as the half of Europe; and rho' 
l1e had, immediately after, left the coaft, he yet pretended, that the Englifh title 
to the whole remained certain and indefeazable. But it had happened in the mean 
time, that the Spaniards, not" knowing or not acknowleging this imaginary claim, 
had taken poffeffion of a part of Guiana, had formed a fettlement on the river 
Oronooko, had built a little town called St. Thomas, and were there working 

fome mines of fmall \'alue. 
• To this place, Raleigh directly bent his courfe; and remaining, himfelf, at 
the mouth of the river with five of the largell: !hips, he fent up the reil: to St. 
Thomas, under the command of his fon, and of captain Keymis, a perfon in
tirely devoted to him. The Spaniards, who had expected this invauon, fired on 
the Englifh at their landing, were repulfed, and purfued into the town. Young 
Raleigh, to encourage his men, called out, '!'hat this was the true mine, and none 
but for;ls looked for any other; and advancing upon the Spaniards, received a !hot, 
of which he immediately expired. This difmayed not Keymis and the others. 
They carried on the attack, got poHeflion of the town, which they afterwards fet 
on fire; and found not in it any thing of value. 

RALEIGH did not pretend, that he had himfelf feen the mine, wliich he had en
gaged fo many people to go in queft of: It was Keymis, he faid, who had for
merly difcovered it, and had brought him that lump of ore, which promifed fuch 
immenfe treafures. Yet Key m is, who owned, that he was within two hours march 
of the place', refufed, on the moll: abfurd pretences, to take any efftctual ftep 
towards the finding it ; and he returned immediately to Raleigh, with the me
lancholy ne vs of his fen's de,Hh, and the ill fuccefs of the enterprize. Senfible 
to reproach, and dreading punifhment for his behaviour, Keymis, in defpair, 
retired into his cabin, and put an end to his own life. •· 

THE other adventurers now concluded that they were deceived by Raleigh ; 
that he never had known of any fuch mine as he pretended to go in fe.arch of; 
that his intention had ever been to plunder St. 1'homas; and havi.ng encouraged 
his company by the fpoils of that place, to have thence proceeded to the invafion 
of the other Spaniih fettle\11ents ; that he expected to repair his ruined fortunes by 
fuch daring enterpr1zes; and that he tn1fted to the money he fhould acquire, for 
making his peace with England; or if that view failed him, that he propofed to 
retire into fume other country, where his riches would fecure his re. treat. 

THE 
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THE fmall acquifitions, gained by the fpoil of St. Thomas, difcourag:d Ra-· 
leigh's companions from entering into thefe views ; tho' there were many c1rcum· 
ftances in the treaty and late tranfaB:ions, between the two nations, whic-h invited 
them to engage in fuch a pyratical war againft the Spaniards. 

WHEN England made peace with Spain, the example of Henry IV. was 1m1· 
tated, who, at the treaty of Vervins, finding a difficulty in adjufting all que
itions with regard to the Indian trade, had agreed to pafs over that article in total 
filence. 1 he Spaniards, having, all along, publifhed fevere editl:s ag.linft the 
intercourfe of any European nation with their colonies, interpreted this filence in 
their own favour, and confidered it as a tacit acquiefcence of England, in the efta
blifhed laws of Spain. The Englilh, on the contrary, pretended, that, as they 
had never been excluded by any treaty from commerce with any part of the King 
of Spain's dominions, it was frill as lawful for them to trade with his fettlements 
in either Indies, as with his European territories. In confequence of this ambi
guity, many adventurers from England failed to the Spanilh Indies, and met 
with fevere puni!hment, when caught; as they, on the other hand, often ftole, 
and, when fuperior in power, forced a trade with the inhabitants, and refifted, 
nay fometimes plundered, the Spani!h governors. Violences of this nature, 
which had been carried to a great height on both fides, it was agreed to bury in 
total oblivion ; becaufe of the difficulty, which was found, of remedying em, 
upon any fixed principles. 

BtrT as there appeared a great difference between private adventurers in fingle 
fhips, and a fleet acting under a royal commifiion; Ra!eigh's companions thought 
it fafeft to return immediately to England, and carry him along with them to 
anfwer for his conduct. 'Tis pretended, that he employed many artifices, 
firft to engage them to attack the Spani!h fettlements, and failing of that, to 
make his efcape into France: But all thefe proving unfuccefsful, he was delivered 
jnto the King's hands, and ftrit1Iy examined, as well as his fellow-ad venturers, 
before the privy-council. The council found no difficulty in pronouncing, that 
the former fufpicions, with regard to Raleigh's intentions, had been well ground
ed ; that he had abufed the King in the reprefentations which he had made of his 
projeCted adventure; that he had acted in an offenfive and hoftile manner aaainft 
his Majefties allies; and that he had wilfully burned and defi:royed a town belong
ing to the King of Spain. I-Ie might have been tried either by common law for 
this violence and pyracy, or by manial law for breach of orders: But it was an 
efl:abli!hed principle among thofe of the long robe, that, as he lay under an aB:ual 
at~ainder for hi~h treafon, he could not be brou.glit to a new trial for any other 
cnme. To fattsfy, therefore, the court of Spam, who raifed the loudeft corn· 
plaints againft him, the King made ufe of that .power which he had purpofely re-

ferved 
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ferved in his own hand, and figned the warrant for his execution upon the former Chap. IV. 

fentence t. 1618. 
SIR 

t SoME of the fatts, in this narration, which feem to condemn Raleigh, are taken from the King's 
declaration, which being publi!hed by authority, when the facls were recent1 being extraCl:ed from 
examinations before the privy council, and fubrcribed by fix counfellors, among whom was Abbot 
Archbifhop of Canterbury, a prelate nowife complaifant to the court, muft be allowed to have great 
weight, or rather tJ be of undoubted credit. Yet the moft material facts are confirmed either by the 
nature and reafon of the thing, or by Sir Waiter's own apology and his letters. The King's vindica

tion is in the Huleynn miCcellany, vol. iii. No. 2. 

r. THERE feems to be an improbability, that the Spaniards, who knew nothing of Raleigh's pre
tended mine, fhould have built a town, in fo wide a coaft within th1ee miles of it. The chances are 
ex:trc;nely againtl: [!Jf.:h a fuvpofit.o;J : And it is more natural to think, that the view of plundering 
the town led h ·m thither, than that of working a mine. 2. No fuch mine is there found to this day. 
3· Raleigh in faB: found no mine, and in faB: he plundered and burned a Spani!h town. Is it not 
more probable, therefore, that the latter was his intention? How can the fecrets of his breaft be ren
dered fo vifible as to counterpoife certain faB:s? 4· He confeifes, in his letter tG Lord Carew, that 

tho' he knew it, yet he concealed from the King the fettlement of the Spaniards on that coaft. Does 
not this fact alone render him fufficiently criminal r 5· His commiffion imfowers him only to fettle on 
a coaft poifeifed by favage and barbarous inhabitants. Was it not the moft evident breach of orders 
to difembark on a coaft poifeifed by Spaniards? 6. His orders to Keymis, when he fent him up the 
river, are contained in his own apology, and from them it appears, that he knew (what was unavoid-
ble) t t the Spaniards would refift, and would oppofe the Engli!h landing and taking poffeffion of the 

country. His intentions, therefore, were hofl:ile from the beginning. 7· Without provocation, and 

even when at a dill:ance, he gave Keymis orders to diflodge the Spaniards from their own town. Could 
any enterprize be more hoftile ? And, confidering the Spaniards as allies to the nation, could any 
enterprize be more criminal ? \Vas he not the aggreifor, even tho' it !hould be true that the Spani
ards fired upon his men at landing r 'Tis faid, he killed three or four hundred of them. Is that fo 
light a matter l 8. In his letter to the King, and in his apology, he grounds his defence on former hof
tilities exercifed by the Spaniards againfl: other companies of Engli!hmen. Thefe are accounted for 
by the ambiguity of the treaty between the nations. And 'tis plain, that tho' thefe might poffibly be 
reafons for the King's declaring war againft that nation, they could never entitle Raleigh to declare 
war, and, without any commiffion, or contrary to his commiffion, to invade the Spani!h fettlements. 
He pretends indeed that peace was never made with Spain in the Indies : A mofl: abfurd notion! The 
chief hurt, which the Spaniards could receive from England was in the Indies; and they never would 
have made peace at all, if hoftilities had been frill to be continued on thefe fettlements. By fecret 
agreement, the Englith were ftill allowed to fupport the Dutch even after the treaty of peace. If they 
had alfo been allowed to invade the Spani!h fettlements, the treaty had been a full peace to England, 
while the Spa~iards were frill expofed to the full effeCls of war. 9• If the claim to the properry of 
that country as firft difcoverer, was good, in oppofition to prefent fettlement, as RaJeigh pretends; 

why was it not laid before the King with all its circumftances, and fubmitted to his judgment? ro. 
Raleigh's force is acknowledged by hirnfelf to have been inf"fficient to fupport him in th>! poifeffion of 
St. Thomas againft the power of which Spain was mafter on that coaft; yet it was fufficient, as he 
owns, to take by furprize and plunder twenty towns. It was not therefore his defign to fettle, but to 
plunder. By thefe confeffions, which I have here brought together, he plainly betrays himfelf. I I. 

Why did he not fray and work his mine, as at firft he projected? He apprehended that the Spaniards 
would be upon him with a greater force. But before he left England, he knew that this muft be the 1 

tafe, if he invaded any part of the Spanilh colonies. His intention therefore never was to fettle, but 
VoL. V. K only 
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SIR Waiter Raleigh, finding his fate inevitable, collected all hi~ co.urage: And 
tho' he had formerly n1ade ufe of many mean artifices, fuch as fetgmng madnefs, 

ficknefs, 

1 t 1 der 1 
z He acknowledges, that he knew neither the depth nor quantity of the mine 

on y o p un • • d' r 

b 1 h t th
ere was fame ore there. Would he have ventured all his fortune and ere 1t on 10 

ut on y t a . . . 
· c

0
undat

1
'on? 13 Would the other adventurers, if made acquamted wtth this, have 

precarrous a I' • • • . • 

rifqued every thing to attend him? Ought a fleet to h~ve be.en equtpped for an expen~en~? . Was 

there not plainly an impofture in the management of th1s affa1r ? 1 4· He fays to Key m rs, m h1s or

ders, Bring but a bafket or two of ore, and it will fati~fy the King, that my projeEl. was not ima

ginary. This was eafily done from the Spa.nifh mines; and ~e feems to have been chi.efly difpleafed 

at Keymis for not attempting it. Such a v1ew was a premed1tated apology to cover hts cheat. t 5. 
The King in his declaration imputes it to Raleigh, that as foon as he was at fea, he immediately fell 

into fuch uncertain and doubtful talk of his mine, and faid, that it would be fufficient if he brought 

home a baiketful of ore. From the circumftance laft mentioned, it appear::, that this imputation 

was not without reafon. 16. There are many other circumftances of great weight in the King's de

claration, that Raleigh, when he fell down to Plymouth, took Q.O pioneers along with him, which he 

always declared to be his intention; that he was no-way provided of inftruments for working a mine,. 

b ut had a fufficient frock of warlike ftores ; that young Raleigh, in attacking the Spaniards, employ

ed the words, which, in the narration, I have put into his mouth ; that the mine was moveable, and 

fhifted as he faw convenient: Not to mention many other public facts which prove him to be highly 

criminal againft his companions as well as his country. Howel in his letters fays, that there lived in 

l .. ondon, in 1645, an officer, a man of honour, who afferted, that he heard young Raleigh fpeak 

thefe words, vol. ii. Letter 63. That WJS a time, when there was no intereft in maintaining fuch 

a fact. 17. Raleigh's account of his firft voyage to Guiana proves him to have been a man capable 

of the moft extravagant credulity or moft impudent impof'cure. £o ridiculous are the ftories which 

he tells of the fnca's chimerical empire in the midft of Guiana; the rich city of el Dorado, or Manao-, 

two day's journey in length, and fhining with gold and filver; the old Peruvian prophecies in favour 

of the Englifh, who, he fays, were exprefly named as the deliverers of that country, long before 

any European had ever touched there; the Amazons or republic of women; and in general, the 

vaft and incredible riches, which he faw on that continent, where no body has yet found any trca,. 

fures. This whole narration is a proof, that he was ext1emely defettive either in folid .underftand

ing, or morals, or both. No man's character indeed feems ever to have been carried to fuch ex

tremes as Raleigh's, by the oppofite paffions of envy and pity. In the former part of his life, when 

he was active and lived in the world, and was probably beft known, he was the objeCt of uni\.·erfal 

hatred and deteftation throughout England; in the latter part, when !hut up in prifon, he became-, 

much more unreafonably, the object of great love and admiration. 

As to the circumftances of the narration, that Raleigh's pardon was refufed him, that his former 

fentence was purpofely kept in force againft him, and that he went out under thefe exorefs conditions 
, ~ ' 

they may be fupported by the following authorities. 1. The King's word and that of fix privy coun-

fellors, who affirm it for faa. 2. The nature of the thing. If no fufpicion had been entertained of 

his intentio!ls, a pardon would never have been refufed ,to a man to whom authority was entrufred. 

3· The words of the commifiion itfelf, wh~re he is fimply ftiled Sir \V alter Raleigh, <&nd notfait.hful 

and <Well-hciarved, according to the ufual and never failing ftile on fuch occafions. 4· In all the let

ters which he wrote home to Sir Ralph Winwood and to his own wife, he always confiders himfelf as a 

perfon unpardoned, and liable to the law. He feems indeed, immediately upon the fai ure of nis en

terprize, to have become defperate, and to have expected the fate which he met with. 

'T•s pretended, that the King gave intelligence to the Spaniards of Raleigh's project; as if he had 

needed to lay a plot for the deftroying a man, whofe life had been fourteen years, and frill was, in his 

power. 
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ficknefs, and a variety of difeafes, in order to protract his examination, and pro- Ch~p. n·. 
cure his efcape; he now refolved to aCt his part with bravery and refolution. 1018

· 

'Cfis a jharp remedy, he faid, but a Jure one for all ills; when he felt the edge of 
the ax, by which he was to be beheaded *. His harangue to the people was calm 

and eloquent; and he endeavoured to revenge himfelf, and to load his enemies 
- with the public hatred, by ftrong affeverations of faCts, which, to fay the leaft, 

n1ay be efreemed very doubtful t. With the utmofr indifference, he laid his head October 2 9· 

upon the block, and received the fatal blow. And in his death, there appeared Ral~igh ' s ex• , 

the fame great, but ill-regulated mind, which, during his life, had difplayed it- ecutlon. 

felf in all his conduct and behaviour. 

No meafure of J ames's reign was attended with more public diifatisfatl:ion than 
the punifhment of Sir W alter Raleigh. To execute a fentence, which was ori
ginally fo hard, which had been fo long fufpencled, and which feemed to have 
been tacitly pardoned, by conferring on him a new trufr and commiffion, was 

deemed an inftance of cruelty and injufrice. To facrifice, to a concealed enemy 
of England, the life of the only man in the nation, who had a high reputation 
for valour and military experience, was regarded as meannefs and indifcretion. 

And the intimate connections, which the King was now entering into with Spain, 

power. The Spaniards wanted no other intelligence to be on their guard, but the known and public 
fact of Raleigh's armament. And there was no reafon why the King ihould conceal from them the 
project of a fettlement, which Raleigh pretended, and the King believed to be entirely innocent. 

THE King's chief blame feems to have lain in his negligence, in allowing Raleigh to depart with. 
out a more exaa fcrutiny: But for this he apologizes, by faying, that fureties were required for the 
good behaviour of Raleigh and all his aff'ociates in the enterprize; buc that they gave in bonds for 
one another ; A cheat which was not perceived till they had failed, and which increafed the fufpicion 

of bad intentions. 
PERHAPs the King ought alfo to have granted Raleigh a pardon for his old treafon, and to have 

tried him anew for his new offences. His punifhment in that cafe would not only have been juft, but 
conduB:ed in a juft and unexceptionable manner. But we are told that a ridiculous opinion at that 
time prevailed in the nation, (and it is plainly fuppofed by Sir Waiter in his Apology) th~u by 
the treaty, war was allowed with the Spaniards in the InJies, tho' Peace was made in Europe : And 
while that notion took place, no jury would have found Raleigh guilty. So that had not the King 
punifned him upon the old fentence, the Spaniards would have had a mofr jufr caufe of complaint 
againfr the King, fufficicnt to have produced a war, at leafr to have defrroyed all cordiality, between 

the nations. 
THIs explication I thought nece.ffary, in order to clear up the flory of Raleigh ; which, tho' very 

obvious, is generally mifiaken in fo grofs a manner, that I know not its parallel in the whole Engli!h 

hillory. 

• Franklyn, p. 3 z. 

t HE aiTi!verated in the mofr folemn manner, that he had no way contributed to Eff'ex's death : 
Eut the laft letter in M urden 's ColleB:ion contains the ftrongefr proof to the contrary. 

K 2 being 
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being univerfally diil:afl:eful, rendered this proof of his complaifance frill more 

odious and unpopular. 
J A MES had entertained an opinion, which was peculiar to hin1felf, and which 

had been adopted by none of his predeceffors, that any alliance, below that of 
a king, was unworthy a prince of Wales ; and he never would allow other than 
a daughter of France or Spain, to be mentioned as a match for his fon *. This 
inftance of pride, which really implied meannefs, as if he could receive honour 
from any alliance, was fo well known, that Spain had founded on it the hopes 
of governing, in the moil: important tranfaB:ions, this monarch, fo little cele
brated for politics or prudence. During the life of Henry, the King of Spain had 
dropped fame hints of beil:owing on that Prince his eldeft daughter, whom he 
afterwards difpofed of to the young King of France, Lewis XIII. At that time, 
the view of the Spaniards was to engage J ames into a neutrality with regard to 
the fucceffion of Cleves, which was difputed between the proteftant and popifu 
line t : But the bait did not then take; and J ames, in confequence of his alliance 
with the Dutch, and Henry IV. of France, marched § 4 000 men, under the 
command of Sir Edward Cecil, who joined thefe two powers, and put the Mar
quefs of Brandenburgh and the Palatine of Newbourg, in poffeffion of that dutchy. 

GoNDOMAR was, at this time, the Spanifh ambaffador in England; a man 
whofe flattery was the more artful, becaure covered with the appearance of 
franknefs and fincerity ; whofe politics were the more dangerous, becaufe dif
guifed under the mafque of mirth and pleafantry. He now made offer of the fe
cond daughter of Spain to Prince Charles; and, that he might render the temp
tation irrefifl.ible to the neceffitous monarch, he gave hopes of an immenfe fortune, 
which fuould attend the Princefs. The court of Spain, tho' determined to con
tract no alliance with a heretic, entered into negotiations with J ames, which they 
artfully protracted, and amidil: every difappoiotment, frill redoubled his hopes of 
fuccefs 't· The tranfaetions in Germany, fo i1nportant to the Auftrian greatnefs, 
became, every day, a new motive for this duplicity of conduct. 

Infurre£tions 
in Bohemia. 

IN that great revolution of mann~rs, which happened during the fixteenth and 
the feventeenth centuries, the only nations, who had the honourable, tho' often 
melancholy advantage, of making an effort for their expiring privileges, were fuch 
as, together with the principles of ci villiberty, were animated with a zeal for reli-
gious parties and opinions. Befides the irrefiil:ible force of mercenary armies, the 
European princes poffefied this ad vantage, that they were defcended from the an
tient royal families ; that they continued the fame appellations of magifl:rates, the 
fame appearance of civil government; and r ftraining themfelves by all the forms 
of legal adminiftration, could infenfibly impofe the yoke on their unguarded fub· 

"' K.ennct, p. 703,. 74.8. t Rufhworth, vol. i. p. z. § 161o. ;l: Franklyn, p. 71. 

jech. 
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jects. Even the German nations, who formerly broke the Roman chains, and 

reftored liberty to mankind, now loft their own liberty, and faw with grief the 

abfolute authority of their princes firmly eftablifhed amongft them. In their cir

cumfl:ances, nothing but a pious zeal, which difregards all motives of human pru

dence, could have made them entertain hopes of preferving any longer thofe pri

VIleges, which their anceftors, thro' fo many ages, had tranfmitted to them. 

As the houfe of Aufl:ria, throughout all her extenfive dominions, had ever 

made religion the pretence of their ufurpations, they now met with refifl:ance from 

a like principle ; and the catholic religion, as ufual, had ranged itfelf on the fide 

of monarchy; the protefl:ant, on that of liberty. The flates of Bohemia, having, 

taken arms againft the Emperor Mathias, continued their revolt againft his fuc

ceffor Ferdinand, and claimed the obfervance of all the edicts enafred in favour of 

the new religion, together with the reftoration of their antient laws and confl:i

tution. The neighbouring principalities, Silefia, Moravia, Lufatia, Auftria, even 

the kingdom of Hungary took part in the quarrel ; and throughout all thefe 

populous and martial provinces, the fpirit of difcord and civil war had univerfally 

diffufed itfelf *. 

FERDINAND II. who poffeffed more vigour and ability, tho'· not more lenity 

and moderation, than are ufual with the Aufrrian princes, ftrongly armed him

felf for the recovery of his authority ; and befides employing the affifl:ance of his 

fubjeEts, who profeffed the ancient religion, he engaged on his fide a powerful al

liance of the neighbouring potentates. All the catholic princes of the empire had 

embraced his defence; even Saxony, the moH: powerful of the proteftant: Po-

land had declared itfelf in his favour t ; and, above all, the Spani!h monarch~ 

deeming his own intereft clofely conne8:ed with that of the younger branch of 

his family, prepared powerful fuccours from Italy, and from the Low Countries; 

and he alfo advanced large fums for the fupport of Ferdinand and of the catholic 

religion. 

THE fiates of Bohemia, alarmed with thefe mighty preparations, began alfo to, 

· folicit foreign affifrance; and, together with that fupport, which they obtained 

from the evangelical union in Germany, they endeavoured to efl:ablifh connexions 

with greater princes. They caft their eyes on Frederic, EleEtor Palatine. They 

confidered, that, befides the power of his own ftate, which was confiderable, 

he was fon-in-law to the King of England, and nephew to Prince Maurice, whole 

authority was become almofl: abfolute in the United Provinces. They hoped, 

that thefe princes, moved by the conneCtions of blood, as well as by the tie of. 

their common religion, would intereft themfelves in all the fortunes of Frederic, 

and would promote his greatnefs. They therefore made him a tender of their 

• Ru!hworth, vol. i. p. 7, 8. t Rufi1worth, vol. i. p. I 3, 15. 
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crown, which they confidered as eleCtive; and the youn~ Palatine, ~imula~ed by 
ambition without confulting either J ames * or Maunce, whofe oppofitwn he 
forefaw, immediately accepted ~he offer, and marched all his forces into Bohemia, 

in fu pport of his new fubjeCts. 
T H E news of thefe events no fooner reached England, than the whole king

dom was on fire to engage in the quarrel. Scarce was the ardour greater, with 
which all the fiates of Europe, in former ages, flew to refcue the holy land from 
the dominion of infidels. The nation, at that time, were fincerely attached to 
the blood of their n1onarchs, and they confidered their conneCtion v.'ith the Pala
tine, who had married a daughter of England, as very clofe and intimate. And, 
when they heard of catholics carrying on wars and perfecutions againft proteftants, 
they thought their own intereft m oft deeply concerned, and regarded their neu • 
trality as a bafe defertion of the caufe of God, and of his holy religion. In fuch 
a quarrel, they wou ld gladly have marched to the oppofite extremity of Europe, 
have plunged themfelves into a chaos of German politics, and have expended all 
the blood and treafure of the nation, by maintaining a conteft with the whole houfe 
of Auftria, at the very time, and in the very place, in which it was the moft po-

tent, and almoft irrefiftible. 
BuT J ames, befides that he had too little enterprize for fuch vaft undertakings, 

was reftrained by another motive, which had a mighty influence over him. He 
refuf('d to patronize the revolt of fubjects againft their fovereign. From the very 
firft he denied to his fon-in·law, the title of the King of Bohemia t: He forbad 
him to be prayed for in the churches under that appellation : And tho' he owned, 
that he had nowife examined the pretenfions, privileges, and conftitution of the 
revolted ftates t ; fo exalted was his idea of the rights of k ings , that he concluded 
fubj eCl:s muO: ever be in the wrong, when they ftood in oppofition to thofe, who 
had acquired or affumed that majeftic title. Thus, even in meafures, found ed on 
true politics, J ames intermixed fo many narrow prejudices, as loft him all his 
authority, and expofed him to the imputation of weaknefs and of error. 

MEAN while, affairs every where haftened to a crifis. Ferdinand levied a mighty 
force under the command of the Duke of Bavaria and the Count of Bucquoy ; 
and advanced upon his enemy in Bohemia. In the Low Coun~ries, Spinola col
leCted a veteran army of thirty thoufand men. When Edmonds, the King's re
fldent at Bruifels, made remonftrances to the Archduke Albert, he was anfwered, 
that the orders for this armament had been tranfmitted to Spinola from Madrid, 
and that he alone knew the fecret intentions of it. Spinola again told the.minifter, 

that his orders were ftill fealed ; and that, if Edmonds would accompany him in 

• Franklyn, p. 49· t Ru!hworth, vol. i. p. 1 z, 13. t Franklyn, .P· 4s. 
his 
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his march to Coblentz, he would there open them, and give hi1n full fatisfae\ion t. Chap. IV. 

It was more eafy to fee his intentions, than to prevent their fuccefs. Almoft at 1 620
" 

one time, it was known in England, the}t Frederic, being defeated in the great 

and decifive battle of Prague, had fled with his family into Holland, and that 

Spinola had fallen upon the Palatinate, and, meeting with no refiftance, except Lof., .of the 

f · r. • f h · d f E 1· fh · f Palatmate. 
rom tome pnnces o t e umon, an rom one ng 1 reganent o 2,4oo men, 

commanded by the brave Sir Horace V ere 11, had, in a little time, made him

felf mafter of the greateft part of that principality. 

HrcH were now the murmurs and complaints againft the King's neutrality and 

unaCtive difpofition. The happinefs and tranquillity of their own country became 

diftafl:eful to the Englifh, when they refleCted on the oppreffions and difl:reffes of 

their protefl:ant brethren in Germany. They confidered not, th.at their interpofition 

in the wars of the continent, tho' agreeable to religious zeal, could not, at that 

time, be juftified by any (ound maxims of policies; that, however exorbitant th~ 

Auftrian greatnefs, the danger was fl:iH too difl:ant to g· ve any juft alarms to Eng

land ; that mighty refiftance would yet be made by fo many potent and warlike 

princes. and ftates in Germany, ere they would yield their neck to the yoke ; that 

France, now engaged to contraCt a double alliance with the Auitrian family, muff· 

neceffarily be foon rouzed from her lethargy, and oppofe the progrefs of fo ha

ted a rival ; that in the farther advance of conquefts, even the interefts of the two 

branches of that ambitious family 1nuft interfere, and beget mutual jealoufy and 

oppofition; that a land-war, carried on at fuch a diftance, would wafte the blood 

and treafure of the Engli!h nation, without any hopes of fuccefs; that a fea-war., 

indeed, might be both fafe and fuccefsful againft Spain, but would not affeCt 

the enemy in fuch vital p. rts as to make thern ftop their career of fuccefs in Ger

many, and abandon all their acquifitions; and that the profpeCt of recovering the 

Palatinate being at prefent defperate, the affair was reduced to this fimple queftion, · 

whether peace and commerce with Spain, or the uncertain hopes of plunder and 

·of conqueih in the Indies, were preferable ? A queftion, which, at the beginning 

of the King's reign, had already been decided, and perhaps with reafon, in favour 

- ( of the former advantages. 

J AMES might have defended his pacific meafures by fuch plauGbie arguments: N . . 
egot1at10ns 

But thefe feem not to have been altogether the motives which fwayed him. He with Spain. 

had entertained the Utopian notion, that, as his own juftice and moderation had 

ihone out fo confpicuouOy thro' all thefe tranfaCtions, the whole houfe of Auftria, 

tho' not awed by the po ver of England, wou.ld willingly, from mere refpetl: to 

his virtue, fubmit themfelves to fo equitable an arbitration. He flattered him-

felf with hopes, that, after he had formed an intimate connection with the Spa-

t Franklyn, p. 44· Rufil\vorth, vol. i. p. 1 4· 

p. 15. Kennct, p. 7 ~3. 
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Chap. IV. nifh monarch, by 111eans of his fon 's marriage, the reftitution of the Palatinate 

1 620 ' n1 ight be procured, from the motive alone of friendfhip and perfc,nal regard. I--1e 

perceived not, that his unaCtive virtue, the more it was extoll~d, the greater .con

tempt was it expofed to. He was not fenfible, that the Spamfh match was ttfelf 

attended with fuch difficulties, that all his art of negotiation would fcarce be able 

to furmount them ; much lefs, that that match could in good policy be depend

ed on, as the means of procuring fuch extraordinary advantages. His unwarlike 

difpofition, increafed by age, rivetted him ftill fafter in his errors, and determined 

him to feek the reftoration of his fon-in-law, by remonftrances and entreaties, by 

arguments and embaffies, rather than by blood and violence. And the fame defeCl: 

of courage, which held him in awe of foreign nations, ma9e him likewife afraid 

of fhocking the prejudices of his own fubjeEts, and kept him from openly avowing 

the meafures, whi<:h he was determined to purfue. Or perhaps, he hoped to turn 

thefe prejudices to account; and, by their means, engage his people to furnifh 

him with fllpplies, of which their exceffive frugality had hitherto 1nade them fo 

fparing and referved t. 
A parliamenf. HE firft t-ried the expedient of a benevolence or free gift from individuals, pre~ 

tending the urgency of the cafe, which would not allow Jeifure for any other mea

fure: But the jealoufy of liberty was now rouzed, and the nation regarded thefe 

pretended benevolences as real violences, contrary to law and pernicious to free

dom, however authorized by antient precedent. A parlian1ent was found to be 

the only refource, which could furnilh any large fupplies ; and writs were accord

ingly iffued for fummoning that great council of the nation. 

1621
• THrs parliament is remarkable for being the epoch, in which were firft regu-

' larly f0rmed, tho' without acquiring thefe denominations, the parties of CouRT 

I 6th of June. and CouNTR v; parties, which have ever fince continued, and which, while 

they oft threaten the total diifolution of the government, are the rea] caufes of 

its permanent life and vigour. In the antient feudal conftitution, of which the 

EnglHh partook with other European nations, there was a mixture, not of autho-. 

rity and liberty, which we have fince enjoyed in this ifland, and which now fub

fift uniformly together; but of authority and anarchy, which perpetually fhocked 

with each other, and which took place alternately, according as circumftances 

were more or lefs favourable to either of them. A parliament, compofed of bar

barians, fummoned from their fields and forefis, uninftructed by ftudy, conver

fation, or travel; ignorant of their own laws and hifiory, and unacqua1nted with 

the fituation of all. foreign nations.; a parliament called precarioufly by the King, 

and di!Tolved at hts pleafure ; fitting a few days, debating a few points prepared 

for them, and whofe members were impatient to return to their own cafl:les, where 

t Franklyn, p. 47• Rufuworth, vo1. i. p. 21. 

alone 



T 

le 

of 

r· 
r· 
tn 

g, 

eJ 

ere 

J A M E S I. 73 

alone they were great, and to the chace, which was their favourite amufement: 
Such a parliament was very little fitted to enter into a difcuffion of all the quef
tions of government, and to !hare, in a regular manner, the legal adminiftration. 
The name, the authority of the King alone appeared, in the common courfe of 
government; in extraordinary emergencies, he aifumed, with frill better reafon, 
the fole direCtion; the imperfect and unformed laws left, in every thing, a lati
tude of interpretation; and when the ends, purfued by the monarch, were, in 
general, agreeable to his fubjecrs, little fcruple or jealoufy was en~ertained, with 
regard to the regularity of the means. During the reign of an able, fortunate, 
or popular prince, no men1ber of either houfe, much lefs of the lower, durft think 
of entering into a formed party, in oppofition to the court; fince the diffoJution 
of the parliament muft, in a few days, leave him unproteCted, to the vengeance of 
his fovereign, and to thofe ihetches of prerogative, which were then fo eafily 
made, in order to punifh an obnoxious fubject. During an unpopular and weak 
reign, the current commonly ran fo ftrong againft the monarch, that none dur!l: 
inlift themfelves in the court-party; or if the prince was able to engage any con
fiderable barons on his Hde, the quefrion was decided with arms in the field, not 
by debates or arguments in a fenate or alfembly. And upon the whole, the chief 
circumftance, which, during antient times, retained the prince in any legal form of 
adminifrration, was, that the fword, by the nature of the feudal tenures, remained 
ftill in the hands of his fubjech; and this irregular and dangerous check had much 
more iofluence than the regular and methodical limits of the laws and conftitution. 
As the nation could not be compelled, it was neceffary, that every public meafure 
of confequence, particularly that of levying new taxes, fhould f~em to be adopted 
by common confent and approbation. 

THE princes of the houfe of Tudor, partly by the vigour of their adminifira
tion, partly by the concurrence of favourable circumftances, had been able to efta
blifh a more regular fyftem of government; but they drew the conftitution fo 
near to defpotifm, as diminifhed extremely the authority of the parliament. That 
fenate became, in a great degree, the organ of royal will and pleafure : Oppofi
tion would have been regarded as a fpecies of rebellion : And even religion, the 
moft dangerous article, in which innovations could be introduced, had admitted, 
in the courfe of a few years, four feveral alterations, from the authority alone of 
the fovereign. The parliament was not then the road to honour and preferment: 
The talents of popular intrigue and eloquence were uncultivated and unknown: 
And tho' that affembly ftill preferved authority, and retained the privilege of 
making laws and beftowing public money, the members acquired not, upon that 
account, either with prince or people, much more weight and confide ration. What 
powers were neceifary for conduCting the machine of government, the King wus 
accuftorned, of himfelf, to affume, His own revenues fupp1ied him with money 

VoL. V. L fufficient· 
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fufficient for his ordinary expences. And when extraordinary emergencies occur..: 
red, the prince needed not to folicit votes in parliament, eith~r for the m~ki~g. 
laws or impofing taxes, both of which were now become requ1fite for pubhc 1n· 

terefl: and prefervation. 
THR fecurity of individuals, fo neceffary to the liberty of p~pu!ar councils, was 

totally unknown in that age. And as no defpotic princes, fcarce even the eaftern 
ryrants, rule entirely without the concurrence of fome affemblies, which fupply 
both advice and authority; little, but a mercenary force, feems then to have been 
wanting tow ;: ~ ds the dl:ablifhment of a fimple monarchy in England. The 
militia, tho' more favourable to regal authority, than the feudal infticutions, was. 
much inferior, in this refpeCt, to difciplined armies; and if it did not preferve 
liberty to the people, it preferved, at le aft, the power, if ever the inclination !hould 

a rife, of recovering it. 
BuT fo low, at that time, ran the inclination towards liberty, that Elizabeth, 

the I aft of that arbitrary line, herfelf no lefs arbitrary, was yet the m oft renown
ed and mofc popular of all the fovereigns, who had filled the throne of Eng
land. It was natural for J ames to take the government as he found it, and to 
purfue her n1eafures, which he heard fo much applauded; nor did his penetra
tion extend fo far as to difcover, that neither his circumftances nor his charatler 
could fupport fo extenfive an authority. His narrow revenues and little frugality 
began now to render him dependant on his people, even in the ordinary courfe 
of adminiftration: Their increafing knowlege difcovered to them that advantage, 
which they had obtained ; and made them fenf1ble of the ineftimable value of 
civil liberty. And as he poifdfed too little dignity to command refpeCl:, and too 
much good-nature to imprefs fear, a new fpirit difcovered itfelf every day in the 
parliament;. and a party, jealous of a free conftitution,. was regularly formed. in 

the houfe of commons. 
BuT notwithfranding thefe advantages, acquired to liberty; fo extenfive was 

royal authority, and fo firmly eftabliihed in all its parts, that 'tis probal)Je the pa
triots of that age would have defpaired of ever refifting it, had they not been 
ftimulated by religious motives, which infpire a courage, unfurmountable by any 

human obftacle. 
THE ~ame alliance, which has ever prevailed between kingly power and eccle· 

£aftical authority, was now fully eftabli!hed in England; and while the prince 
affifted the clergy in fuppreffing fchifmatics and innovators, the clergy, in re
turn, inculcated the doEtrine of an unreferved fubmiffion and obedience to the 
civil magiftrate. The genius. of the c.hurch of England, fo kindly to monarchy, 
forwarded the confederacy ; Its fubm1ffion to epifcopal jurifdiction ; its attach
ment to ceremonies, to order, and to a decent pomp and fplendor of wor!hip, 

and 
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and in a word, its affinity to the tame fuperftition of the Catholics, ___ rather than to 

the wild fanaticifm of the puritans. 
ON the other hand, oppoGtion to the church, and the perfecutions under which 

they laboured, were fufficient to throw the puritans into the country-party, and 
to beget political principles little favourable to the high pretenfions of the fove· 
reign. The fpirit too of enthufiafm ; bold, daring, and uncontrouled; ftrongly 
difpofed their minds to adopt republican tenets ; and incliaed them to arrogate, 
in their atl:ions and conduCt, the fame liberty, which they affumed, in their rap
turous flights and extafies. Ever fince the firft origin of that feet, thro' the 
whole reign of Elizabeth as well as of J ames, puritanical principles had been 
underftood in a double fenfe, and expreffed the opinions favourable, both to po
litical and to ecclefiaftical liberty •. And as the court, in order to difcredit all par-

"' . liamentary oppofition, affixed the denomination of puritans to its antagonifts; the 
religious puritans willingly adopted this idea, which was fo advantageous to them, 
and which confounded their caufe with that of the patriots or country-party. Thus 
were the civil and ecclefiaftical faCtions regularly formed; and the humour of the 
nation, during that age, running firongly towards fanatical extravagancies, the 
fpirit of civil liberty gradually revived from its lethargy, and by means of its re
ligi~s affociate, from which it reaped more advantage than honour, it fecretly 
enlarged its dominion over the greateft part of the kingdon1. 

IN this parliament, however, it mull: be owned, there appeared, at firft, nothing 
but duty and fubmiffion on the part of the commons; and they feemed determined 
to facrifice every thing, in order to maintain a good correfpondence with their 
prince. They would allow no mention to be made of the new cuftoms or impo· 
fitions, which had been fo eagerly difputed in the former parliament t : The im
prifonment of the members of that parliament was here, by fome, complained of; 
but, by the authority of the graver and more prudent part of the houfe, that 
grievance was buried in oblivion :t: And being informed, that the King had re
mitted very confiderable fun1s to the Palatine, they voted him two fubfidies, without 
a negative 11 ; and that too, at the very beginning of the feffion, contrary to the 
maxims frequently adopted by their predeceffors. 

Cnap. IV. 
1621 . 

AFTERWARDS, they proceeded, but in a very temperate manner, to the ex-, 
amination of grievances. They found, that patents had been granted to Sir Giles 
Mompeffon and Sir Francis Michel, for the Jicenfing inns and ale.houfes ; that 
great fums of money had been levied, under pretext of thefe licences; and that 
fuch inn-keepers as prefun1ed to continue their buCinefs, without fatisfying the 

• D'Ewes, p. p.S. t journ. sth Dec. l6ZI· t Id. 12th, 16th Feb. 16zo. 

J Journ. 16th Feb. t6zo. 
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rapacity of the patentees, had been feverely punifhed by fines, imprifonments, 

and other vexatious profecutions. 
THE fame perfons had alfo procured a patent, which they fhared with Sir 

Edward Villiers, brother to Buckingham, for the foie making of gold and filver 

thread and lace, and had obtained very extraordinary powers for preventing any 
rivalihip in thefe manufaCtures: They were armed with authority to fearch 
for all goods, which might interfere with their patent; and even to punifh, at 

their own will and difcretion, the makers, importers, and venders of fuch com
modities, Many had grievouOy fuffered by this exorbitant jurifdietion ; and 
the lace, which had been manufactured by the patentees, was found univerfally 
to be adulterated, and to be compofed tnore of copper than of the precious 

metals. 
THESE grievances the commons reprefented to the King; and they met with 

a very gracious and very cordial reception. He feemed even thankful for the 
information given him ; and declared himfelf aihamed, that fuch abufes, un
knowingly to him, had crept into his adminiftration. " I affure you," faid he, 
" had I before heard thefe things complained of, I would have done the office 
" of a juft King, and out of parliament have punifhed them, as feverely, and~ 

" peradventure more, than you now intend to do*." A fentence was paft for the· 
puni!hment ofMichel, and Mompeffon t. It was executed on the former. The 
latter broke prifon and efcaped. Villiers was, at that time, fent purpofely on a fo
reign employment ; and his guilt being lefs enormous or lefs apparent than that of. 
the others, he was eafily protected by the credit of his brother, Buckingham :J:. 

ENCOURAGED by this fuccefs, the commons carried their fcrutiny, and ftill 
with a refpectful hand, into other abufes of great importance. The feals were, 
at that time, in the keeping of the celebrated Bacon, created Vifcount St. Al

bans; a man univerfally admired for the greatnefs of his genius, and beloved 
for the courteoufnefs and humanity of his behaviour. He was the great orna

ment of his age and nation ; and nought was wanting to render him the orna

n1ent of human nature itfelf, but that ftrength of mind, which might check. 
his intemperate defire of preferment, that could add nothing to· his dignity, 

and reftra.in his profufe inclination to expence, that could be requifite neither for. 

• Franklyn, p. 51. Rulhworth, p. 25. t Franklyn, p. 5 z-. Rulhworth, vol. i. p. 27 • 

:t: Yel~erton the attorney-general was accufed by the commons for drawing the patents for thefe · 
monopohe~~ and for fupporting them. He apologized far himfelf, that he was forced by Buck· 
ingham, and that he fuppofed it to be the King's pleafure. The lords were fo offended at thefe ar
ti~les of defence, tho' neceffary to the attorney-general, that they fined him xo,ooo pounds to the 
Kmg, sooo to the Duke. The fine5,. however, were aftetwards remitted. Eranklyn, p 
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his honour nor entertainment. His want of oeconomy and his indulgence to fer
vants had involved him in neceffities; and, in order to fupply his prodigality, 
he had been ten1pted to take bribes, and that in a very open manner, from fui
tors in chancery. ,Tis pretended, that, notwithftanding this enormous abufe, 

Chap. IV. 
16Z.l. 

he had ftill, in the feat of juftice, preferved the integrity of a judge, and had 
given juft decrees againft thofe very perfons, from whom he had received the 
wages of iniquity. Complaints rofe the louder on that account, and at laft reach-
ed the houfe of commons, who fent up an impeachment againft him to the peers. 
The chancellor, confcious of guile, deprecated the vengeance of his judges., and· 
endeavoured, by a general avowal, to efcape the confufion of a fl:riCter enquiry. 
The lords infifted on a particular confeffion of all his corruptions. He acknow-
1eged twenty-eight articles; and was fentenced to pay a fine of 4-o,ooo pounds,., 
to be imprifoned in the Tower during the King's pleafure, to be for ever incapable 
of any office, place, or employment ; and never again to fit in parliament, or 

come within the verge of the court. 

THIS dreadful fentence, dreadful to a man of nice fenfibility to honour, he fur
vived five years; and being releafed in a little time, from the Tower, his genius, 
yet unbroken, fupported itfelf amidft involved circumfl:ances and a depreffed· 
fpirit, and !hone out in literary productions, which have made his guilt or weak
nelfes be forgotten or overlooked by pofterity. In confideration of his great 
merit, the King remitted his fine, as well as all the other parts of his fentence,. 
conferred on him a large penfion of 1 ~oo pounds a year, and employed every 
expedient to alleviate the weight of his age and misfortunes. And that great" 
philofopher, at laft, acknowleged with regret, that he had too long negleeted the· 
true ambition of a fine genius ; and by plunging into bttfinefs and affairs, which 
require much lefs capacity, but greater firrnnefs of mind, than the purfuits o£ 
learning, had expofed himfelf to fuch grievous calamities. 

THE commons had entertained the idea, that they were the great patrons of 
the people, and that the redrefs of all grievances muft proceed from them ; and 
to this principle they were chiefly beholden for the regard and confideration of 
the public. In the execution of this office, they now kept their ears open to 
complaints of every kind ; and they carried their refearches Into many grievances,, 
which, tho' of no great importance, could not be touched, without fenfibly af
fecting the King and his minifters. The prerogative feemed,.. each moment, to· 
be invaded; the King's authority, in every article, was difputed ; and J ames, 
who was willing to correCt the abufes of his power, would not fubmit to have 
his power itfelf queftioned and denied. After the houfe, therefore, had fat 
near fix months, and had, as yet, brought· no confiderable bufinefs to a full con
dufion, the King refolved, under pretence of the advanced feafon, to interrupt 

e1r 
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Chap. IV. their proceedings; and he fent them word, that he was determined, in .a v_ery 
16zi. little time, to adjourn them till next winter. The commons made apph_catwn 

to the lords and defired them to join in a petition for delaying the adjourn-, . 
ment; which was refufed oy the upper houfe. The King regarded this proJeCl: 
of a joint petition as an attempt to force him from his meafures : He thanked 
the peers for their refufal to concur in it, and told them, that, if it was their 
defire, he would delay the adjournment, but would not fo far comply with the 
requeft of the lower houfe *. And thus, in thefe great national affairs, the fame 

peevifhnefs, which, in private altercations, often raifes a quarrel from the fmai

left beginnings, produced a mutual coldnefs and difguft between the King and 

the commons. 
DuRING the recefs of parliament, the King ufed every meafure to render him

felf popular with the nation, and to appeafe the ri!ing ill humour of their repre
fentatives. He had voluntarily offered to the parliament to circumfcribe his own 
prerogative, and to abrogate his power of granting any tnonopolies for the future. 
He now recalled all the patents of that kind, and redreffed every article of grie
vance, to the number of thirty· feven, which i. d e er been complained of in the 
houfe of commons t. But he gained not the el1d, which he propofed. The dif
guft, which had appeared at parting, conld not fo fuddenly be difpelled. He 
had likewife been fo imprudent as to commit to prifon Sir Edwin Sandys t, and 
Mr. Selden, without any known caufe, befides their aB:i\•ity 4nd vigour, in dif
charging their duty as n1embers of parliament. And above all, the t anfatl:ions in 
Germany were fufficient, when joined to the King's cautions, negotiations, and 
delays, to inflame that jealoufy of honour and religion, which prevailed through

out the nation 11. This fummer, the ban of the empire was publilhed againft the 

Eletl:or Palatine; and the execution of it was committed to the Duke of Bava
ria §. The Upper Palatinate was, in a little time, conquered by that prince, and 
meafures were taking in the empire for beftowing on him the eleCtoral dignity, of 

which the Palatine was defpoiled. Frederic now lived, with his numerous family, 

• Rulhw. vol.i.p.3)· t Id. vol.i.p.36. Kennet, P·733· t Journ.Dec. 1, 16 21 • 

fi To fhow to what degree the nation was enflamed with regard to the Palatinate, there occurs a 
remarkable ft~ry this feffion. O~e Floyde~ a prifoncr in the Fleet, a Catholic, had dropt fome 
expreffions as 1f he were pleafed w1th the misfortunes of the Palatine and his wife. The commons 
were in a flame; and pretending to be a court of judicatory and of record, proceeded to eo d 
"L.' {i '/\.. n emn 
Jllffi to a evere pun11ument. The houfe of lords checked this encroachment; and what was ex-
traordinary, confidering the prefent humour of the lower houfe, they acquiefced in the fentiments of 

th: lords. Th~s is almoft th~ only pretenfion of the Engli!h commons in which they have not pre .. 
~a1led. Hap?1ly for the nauon, they have been fuccefsful, in alrnoft all their other claims. See Par
liamentary Hlitory, vol. v. p. 4-zi, 429, &c. Journ. 4th., 8~h, 1zth May, x6zx. 
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in p()verty and di£hefs, either in Holland, or at Sedan with his uncle the Chap. rv. 
Duke of Bouillon. And throughout all the new conquefts, in both the Pa- 16

zt. 

latines as well as in Bohemia, Auftria, Lufatia; the progrefs of the Auftrian arms 

was attended with rigours and feverities, exercifed agaioft the profeffors of the 

reformed religion. 
THE zeal of the commons immediate I y moved them, upon their affembling, q.th ofNo-v. 

to take all thefe tranfaCtions into confideration. They framed a remonftrance, 
which they intended to carry to the King. They reprefented, that the enor-

mous growth of the Auftrian power threatened the liberties of all Europe; Rupture be

that the progrefs of the catholic religion in England bred the mo!l: melancholy twde~ Kin~ 
apprehenfions, left it !hould again acquire an afcendant in the kingdom ; that the ~~me;;.
induJgence of his MJjefty towards the profeffors of that religion had encouraged 

their infolence and temerity; that the uncontrouled conquefis, made by the Au!hiau 

family in Germany, raifed mighty expeCtations in the Englifh papifts; but above 
all, that the profpect of the Spanifh match elevated them fo far as to hope for 
an indre toleration, if not a final re-eftablifument of their religion. The com-
mons, therefore, entreated his Majefty, that he would immediately undertake 
the defence of the Palatine, and n1aintain it by force of arms.; that he would 
turn his fword againft Spain, whofe armies and treafures were the chief fup-
port of the catholic intereft in Europe ; that he would enter into no negotiation 

for the marriage of his fon but with a proteftant princefs ; that the children of 

popifh recufants !hould be taken from their parents, and committed to the care 
of proteftant teachers and fchoolmafters; and that the fines and confifcat'ions, 

to which the catholics were by law liable, fhould be levied with the utmofi fe-

verity t. 
BY this bold ftep, unprecedented in England for many years, and fcarce ever 

heard of in peaceable times, the commons attacked at once all the King's favourite 
maxims of government; his cautiouS" and pacific meafures, his lenity towards the 
Romi!h religion, and his attachment to the Spanifh alliance, from which he 
promifed himfelf fuch mighty advantages. But what moft difgufted him was, 

their feeming invafion of his prerogative, and their pretending, under colour of 
advice, to direct his conduct in fuch tranfattions, as had ever been acknowleged 

to belong foiely to the management and direCtion of the fovereign. He was, 

at that time, abfent at Newmarket; but fo foon as he heard of the intended 

remonftrance of the commons, he wrote a letter to the fpeaker, in which he 

fuarply rebuked the houfe for debating openly of matters far above their reach 
and capacity, and he ftrietly forbad them to meddle with any thing, that re
garded his government or deep matters of ftate, and efpecially npt to touch on 

t Franklyn, p. 58, 59· Rufhworth, vol. i. p. 40, 41. Xeunet, p. 739 .. 
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his fon•s marriage with the daughter of Spain, nor to attack the honour of tl_1 t 
King or any other of his friends and confederates. In order the more to ter_nfy 
hem, he mentioned the imprifonment of Sir Edwin Sandys ; and rho' he demed, 

thdt the confinement of that member had been owing to any offence committed 
in the houfe, he yet plainly told them, that he thought himfelf fully intitled to 
puni!h every mifdemeanour in parliament, as well during its fitting as after its 

diffolution; and that he intended thenceforward to chafl:ize any man, whofe in

folent behaviour there. fhould minifter occafion of offence*. 

THIS violent letter, in which the King, tho' he here imitated former pre

cedents of Elizabeth, may be thought not to have aCted altogether on the de

fenfive, haa the effeCt, which might naturally have been expeCted from it: The 
commons were en flamed, not terrified. Confcious of their own popularity, and 

of the bent of the nation towards a war with the catholics abroad, and the per

fecution of popery at home, they little dreaded the menaces of a prince, who 
was unfupported by n1ilitary force, and whofe gentle temper would, of itfelf, fo 

foon difarm his feverity. In a new retnonftrance, therefore, they ftill infifted 

on their former remonft:rance and advice; and they maintained, tho' in refpeCt
ful terms, that they were intitled to interpofe with their council in all matters of 
government; that it was their antient and undoubted right, and an inheritance 
tranfmitted to them fron1 their anceft:ors, to poifefs intire freedom of fpeech in 

their debates of public bufinefs ; and that, if any member abufed this liberty, it 
belonged to the houfe alone, who were witneffes of his offence, to inflict a pro-

Fer cenfure upon him t. 
So vigorous an anfwer was nowife calculated to appeafe the King. ,Tis faid, 

when the approach of the committee, who were to prefent it, was notified to 

him, he ordered twelve chairs to be brought ; for that there were fo many Kings 
a coming :.1:· His anfwer was prompt and 1harp. He told the houfe, that their 
remonftrance was more like a denunciation of war than an addrefs of dutiful fub· 
jeets; that their pretenfion to inquire into all ftate-affairs, without exception, 
was fuch a plenipotence as none of their anceftors, even during the reign of the 
weakeft princes, had ever pretended to; that public tranfaetions depended on a 
complication of views and intelligence, with which they were entirely unacquaint

~d; t?at. they .could not better fuow their wifdom, as well as duty, than by keep
mg Wlthm the1r proper ll fphere; and that in any bufinefs, which depended on his 

prerogative, they had no title to interpofe with their advice, except when he was 

pleafed to defire it. And he concluded with thefe memorable words; And tho' 

• Franklyn, p. 6o. Rufhworth, vol. i. p. 43· Kennet, p. 741. 

t . Franklyn, p. 6o. Rufhworth, vol. i. p. 44· Kennet, p. 74 r. + Ken net p + ' . 743· 
U Ne /utor ultra crtpidam. This expreffion is imagined to be infolent and difobliging : But 't 

a Latin proverb familiarly ufed on all occafions.. 
1 

was 
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-we cannot allow of your jlile, in mentioning your antient and undoubted right and inhe.. Chap. IV. 
162 1. f'itance, but would rather have wifhed, that ye had faid, that your privileges were de-

rived from the grace and permiffion of our anceflors and us (for the moft of them grew 
from precedents, wbzch Jhows rather a toleration than inheritance;) )'et we are plea fed 
to give you our royal aJfurance, that as long as you contain yourfelves within the limits 
of your duty, we will be as careful to maintain and preferve your lawful liberties and 
privileges as ever any of our predece.ffors were, Hay, as to preferve our own royal pre-
1·og ative *. 

THIS open pretenfion of the King defervedly gave great alarm to the houfe 
of commons. They faw their title to every privilege, if not plainly denied, yet 
confidered, at leaft, as very precarious. It might be forfeited by abufe, and they 
had already abufed it. They thought proper, therefore, immediately to oppofe 18th of Dec. 

Pretenfion to pretenfion. They framed a proteftation, where they repeated all P ft . f 
. rote at1on o 

their former claims for freedom of fpeech, and an unbounded authonty to inter- the common:.. 

pofe with their advice and council. And they afferted, crhat the liberties, fran-
chifes, privileges, and jurifdi&Jions of parliament are the antient and undoubted birth-
right and inheritance of the fubjetls of England t. 

THE King, informed of thefe increafing heats and jealoufies in the houfe, hur
riocl to town. He fent immediately for the Journal-book of the commons ; 
and, with his own hand, before the council, he tore out this proteftation t ; and 
ordered his reafons to be inferted in the Council-book. He was doubly difplea -

• Franklyn, p. 6z, 63, 64. Rulhworth, vol. i. p. 46, 47, &c. Kennet, p. 743· 

t This proteftation is fo remarkable, that it may not be improper to give it in its own words• 
cc The commons now a!fembled in parliament, being j uftly occafioned thereunto, concerning fundry 
~' liberties, franchifes and privileges of parliament, amongft others here mentioned, do make this _ 
" proteftation following: That rhe liberties, franchifes and jurifdiCl:ions of parliament are the antient 
" and undoubted birth-right and inheritance of the fubjeCl:s of England ; and that the urgent and 
" arduous affairs concerning the King, ftate, and defence of the realm and of the church of England, 
" and the maintenance and making of laws and redrefs of mifchiefs and grievances, which daily hap-
" pen within this realm, are proper fubjeCl:s and matter of council and debate in parliament; and that 
" in the handling and proceeding of thofe bufineffes, every member of the houfe of parliament hath, · 
'' and, of right, ought to have, freedom of fpeech to propound, treat, reafon, and bring to con-
" clufion the _,fame ; and that the commons in parliament have like liberty and freedom to treat of 
" thefe matters, in fuch order as in their judgments !hall feem fitteft; and that every member of the 
" faid houfe hath like freedom from all impeachment, imprifonrnent and molefiarion (other than by 
u cenfure of the houfe itfelf) for, or concerning any fpeaking, reafoning or declaring of any matter 
'' or matters touching the parliament or parliament-bufinefs ; and that if any of the faid members · 
'' be complained of, and qut:ftioned for any thing done or faid in parliament, the fame is to be fhown 
" to the King, by the advice and affent of all the commons aif~mbled in parliament, before the 1\iing 
'' give credence to any private information.'' Franklyn, F• 65. Rufhworth, vol. i. p. s 3- K~nn :t, 
.P· 747· Coke, p 77· 

:t Journ. 18th Dec. 16z1. 
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fed he faid, with the proteflation of the lower lioufe ; on account of the man
ne/ of framinoo it as well as of the matter, which it contained. It was tumultu
·ouny voted, ~t; late hour, and in a thin houfe; and it .was expreffed in fuch ge
neral and ambiguous terms, as might ferve for a foundatiOn to the moft enormous 
-claims, and to the mofi: unwarrantable ururpations upon his prerogative •. 

THE meetina of the houfe might have proved dangerous after fo violent a breach. 
It was no Iong~r poffible, while men were in fuch a temper~ to finifh any bufinefs. 
The King, therefore, prorogued the parliament, and foon after diifolved it by 
proclamation; in which he alfo made an apo.logy to the public for ?is whole co~
duct. T! e leading members of the houfe, S1r Edward Coke and Su Robert Phi
lips, were committed to the Tower; Selden, Pym, and Mallory to other prifons t .. 
As a lighter punifhment, Sir Dudley Digges, Sir Thomas Crew, Sir Nathaniel 
Rich, Sir James Perrot, j.oined in con1miffion with others, were fent to Ireland, 
in order to execute fome bufinefs t· The King, at that time, enjoyed, at leaft 
exercifed, the prerogative <:>f employing any man, even without his confent, in any 
branch of public fervice .. 

SIR John Saville, a powerful man in the houfe of commons, and a zealous 
opponent of the court, was made comptroiler of the houfhold, a privy counfellor,. 
and foon after, a baron §. This event is memorable ; as being the firft inftance,. 
perhaps, in the whole hiftory of England, of any king's advancing a man, on 

account of parliamentary intereft, and of oppofition to his meafures. However 
irregular this practice, it will be regarded by political reafoners,. as one of the m oft. 
early and moft infallible fymptoms of a reguiar eftabl.iihed liberty. 

1"'HE King having thuss with fo rafh and indifcreet a hand, torn off that fa
cred veil, which had hitherto covered the Englifh conftitution, and which threw 
an obfcurity upon it, fo advantageous to royal prerogative; every n1an began tQ 

indulge himfelf in political reafonings and inquiries; and the fame factions, which. 
commenced in parliament, were propagated throughout the nation. In vain, did 
James, by re-iterated proclan1ations, forbid the difcourfing of ftate affairs u~ 
Such proclamations, if they had any effect, ferved rather to inflame the curiofity 
of the public;. and in every company or fociety, the late tranfactions became the 
fubjeet of. argument and debate. 

ALL hiftory, faid the partizans of the court, as well as the hifl:ory of England, 
juftify the King's pofition with regard to the origin of popular privileges ; and 
every reafona~le man muft allow, that, as monarchy is the moft fimple form of 
government, 1t n1uft firft have occurred to rude and uninftruCl:ed mankind... The-

* Franklyn, p. 65. t Fra .klyn, p. 66. Rulhworth, vol. i. p. 55 .. t Franklyn, 
r 66. P.ufuworth, vol. i. p. 55· § Kennet, p. 749· H Franktyn, p. ·6. Rufk
-worth, vol. i. p. 21~ 36, 5 S• . The King alf?, in imitation of his predeceffors, gave rules t~ preachers, 
F-ra.nlclyn, p. 70. fhe pulp1t was at that time much. more dangerous than the prefs .. 

other. 
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other complicated and artificial additions were the fucceffive invention of fovereigns, 
and legifiators ; or, if they were obtruded on the prince by feditious fubj~cts, 

their origin muft appear, on that account, frill n1ore precarious and unfavourable ... 
In England_, the authority of the King, in all the exterior forms of government, 
and in the common ftyle of law, appears totally abfolute and fovereign; nor does 
the real fpirit of the confiitution, as it has ever difcovered itfelf in pratl:ice, 
fall much fuort of thefe appearances. The parliament is created by his will ;. by 
his will it is dilfolved. 'Tis his will alone, tho' at the defire of both houfes, which 
gives authority to laws. To all foreign nations, the majefty of the monarch feems 
to merit foie attention and regard. And no fubject, who has expofed himfelf to 
royal indignation, can propofe to live with fafety in the kingdom; nor can he 
even leave it, according to law, without the confent of his mafl:er. If a n1agi 
ihate, invironed with fuch power and fplendor, fhou.d c;onfi.:.ier his authority as 
facred, and regard himfelf as the anointed of_ heaven, his pretenfions may bear a 
very favourable conftruction. Or, allowing them to be merely p!ous frauds, we 
need not be furprized, that the fame ftratagem, which was pratl:i(ed by Minoss 
Numa, and the moft celebrated legiOators of antiquity, fhould now, in thefe reft
Jefs and inquifitive times, be employed by the King of England. Subjeets are not 
t"aifed above that quality, tho' affembled in parliament. 1,he fame hun1ble re
fpect and deference is frill due to their prince. Tho' he indulges them in the privi
lege of laying before him their domeftic grievances, with which they are fuppofell 
to be beft acquainted, this warrants not their bold intrufion into each province of 
government. And, to every judicious examiner, it mufi: appear, " That the 
" lines of duty are as much tranfgreffed by a more independent and lefs refp·ea .. 
" ful exercife of acknowledged pcwers, as by the ufurpation of fuch as are new 
" and unufual.'' 

THE lovers of liberty throughout the nation, reafoned after a very different 
n1anner. 'Tis in vain, faid they, that the King traces up the Englifh government 
to its firfl: origin, in order to reprefent the privileges of parliament as dependent 
and precarious: The prefcription and praCtice of fo many ages, muft, long ere 

• this time, have given a fanction to thefe affemblies, even tho' they had been de
rived from an origin no more dignified, than that which he affigns them. If the 
written records of the Englifh nation, as a.lferted, reprefent parliaments to hav~ 
arifen from the con fen t of monarchs ; the principles of human nature, when we 
trace' governm(>nt a ftep higher, mufr fhew us, that monarchs themfelves owe all 
their authority to the voluntary fubmi{Iion of the people. But, in fact, no age 
can le fi1own, when the Englifh government was altogether an unmixed monarchy: 
And if the privileges of the nation have, at any particular period, been overpower
ed by violent irruptions of foreign force or domeftic ufurpation ; the generous 
fi1irit of the people has ever feized the firft opportunity of re-ell:abliihing the an .. 

· M 2 tien t. 
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Chap. IV. tient government and confl:itution. Tho' in the ftyle of the laws, and in the ufuat 
16z.1. forms of adminiftration, the royal authority may be reprefented as facred and fu-

preme ; whatever is eifential to the exerci~e ~f fo~ereign an.d legifl~ti ~e ~ower, 
muft ftill be regarded as equally divine and mvwlab1e. Or, tf. any dtftm~lOn be 
made in this refpeet, the preference is rather due to thofe nat10nal counclls, by: 
whofe ir.terpofition rhe exorbitances of tyrannical power are reftrained, and that 
facred liberty is preferved, which heroic fpirits, in all ages, have deemed more 

precious than life itfelf. Nor is it fuffi.cient to fay, that the mild and equitable 

adminiftration of James, affords little occafion, or no occafion, of complaint. 
However moderate the exercife of his prerogative, however exact his obfervance 

of the laws and conftitution ; " if he founds his authority on arbitrary and dan

" gerous principles, 'tis requifite to watch him with equal care,. and to oppofe him 
" with equal vigour, as if he had indulged himfelf in all the exceffes of cruelty 

"' and tyranny." 
AMIDST all thefe difputes, the wife and moderate in the nation endeavoured to 

preferve, as much as poffible, an equitable neutrality between the oppofite parties-; 
and the more they reflected on the courfe of public affairs, the greater difficulty 
they found of fixing juft fentiments with Pegard to- them. On the one hand, they 
regarded the very rife of oppofite parties as a happy prognoftic of the eftablifh
rnent of liberty ; nor could they ever expect to enjoy, in a mixed government, 
fo invaluable a bleffing, without fuffering that inconvenience,. which in fuch go
vernments has ever attended it. But, when they confidered, on the other hand, 
the neceifary aims and purfuits of both parties, they were fl:rock with apprehen;
fion of the confequences, and could difcover no feafible plan of accommodation 

between them. From long prattice, the crown was now poffeffed of fo exorbi

tant a prerogative, that it was not fufficient for liberty to remain on the defenfive, 

or endeavour to fecure the little ground, which was left her: It was become necef
fary to carry on an offenfive war, and to circumfcribe, within more narrow, as 
well as more exaCt bounds, the authority of the fovereign. Upon fuch provoca~ 

ti011, it could not but happen,. that the prince, however jufl: and moderate, would 
endeavour to reprefs his opponents ; and, as he ftood upon the very brink of arbi
trary power, it was to be feared, that he would, hafiily and unknowingly, pafs 

thofe limitJ, which were not precifely marked by the conftitution.. The turbu .. 

lent government of England, ever fluctuating between privilege and prerogative, 
would afford a variety of precedents, which might be pleaded on both fides. ln 
fuch delicate queftions, the people muft be divided : The arms of the fiate were 
ftill.in their h~nds: A civil war muft enfue; a civil war, where no party or both 
parties would Juftly bear the blame, and where the good and virtuous would fcarce 
know what vo:vs to form; were it. not that liberty, fo neceffary to the perfection 
of hun1an foCiety, WGuld be fuffic1ent to byafs their affections towards the fide of 
its defenders .. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. V. 

Negotiations with regard to the marriage and the Palatinate.-Charaeler 
of Buckingham.-Prince's journey to Spain.-Marriage treaty
broken.-A parliament.--Return if Brijlol.--Rupture with 
Spain.-:treaty with France.-Mansfildt's expedition.-Death 
of the King.-His charaCier. 

T O wreft the Palatinate from the hands of the Emperor and the Duke of Ba
varia, muft always have been regarded as a very difficult tafk for the power 

of England, conducted by fuch an unwarJike prince as James: It was plainly im· 
poffible, while the breach continued between him and the commons. The King's N~gotiations 

· · h ~ h d h b d · h r. d . ft with regard to negot1at10ns, t ere1ore, a t ey een manage Wlt ever 10 great extenty, mu the marriage 

now carry lefs weight with them; and it was eafy to elude all his applications. a.nd the :Vala

When Lord Digby, his ambaffador to the Emperor, had defired a ceffation oftmate. 
hoftilities, he was referred to the Duke of Bavaria, who commanded the Auf-
trian armies. The Duke of Bavaria told him, that it was entirely fuperfluous 
to form any treaty for that purpofe.. Roftilities are already ceafed, faid he; and I 
doubt not but I Jhall be able to prevent their revival, by keeping firm poffe..flion of the 
Palatinate, till a final agreement jhall be concluded between the contending parties • ·. 
Notwithftanding this infult, J ames endeavoured to refume with the Emperor a 
treaty of accommodation ; and he opened the negotiations at Bruffels, under the 
mediation of the Archduke Albert, and, after his death, which happened about 
this time, under that of the Infanta : When the conferenct. s were entered upon, 
it was found, that the powers of thefe princes to determine in the controverfy, 
were not fufficient nor fatisfattory. Schwartzenbourg, the imperial minifter, was 
expeCted at London; and it was ho~ed, that he would bring more ample autho., 
rity : His commiffion referred entirely to the negotiation at Bruffels. le was not-
difficult for the King to perceive, that his npplicatiOI;S were purpofely eluded by 
the Emperor; but as he had no choicf of any other expedient, and it feemed the 
intereft of his fon-in-law to k tp alive his pretenfions, he was ftill contented to 
follow Ferdinand thro' all his ihifts and evafions. Nor was he entirely difcou~ 
raged, even when the imperial diet at R:ttifuon, by the influence, or rather au ... 
thority of the Emperor, tho' contrary to the proteftation of Saxony and all the · 
protefi:ant princes and cities, had transferred the electoral dignity from the Pala~-

tine to the Duke of Bavaria. 
* Franklyn, p. 57· Rufhworth, vol. i. p. 38. 
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Chap. V. MEAN whil; the efforts made by Frederic for the recovery of his dominion~ 
16.zz. were vigorous.' Three armies were levied in Germany by his authority, under 

three commanders, Duke Chriftian of Brunfwick, the Prince of Baden-Dourlach, 
and Count Mansfeldt. The two former generals were defeated by Count Tilly 
and the Imperialifls: The third, tho' much inferior in force to his enemies, ftill 
n1aintained the war ; but with no equal fupplies of money either fron1 the Pala
tine or the King of England. It was chiefly by pillage and free quarters in the 
Palatinate, that he fubfifted his army. As the Auftrians were regularly paid, 
they were kept in more exaCt difcipline; and James became juftly apprehenfive, 
left fo unequal a conteft, befides ravaging the Palatine's hereditary dominions, 
would end in the total alienation of the people from their antient fovereign, by 
whom they were plundered, and in an attachment to their new mafters, by whom 
they were proteCted *. He therefore wifely perfuaded his fon· in-law to difarm, 
under colour of duty and fubmiffion to the Emperor: And accordingly, Mans
feldt was difmiffed from the P J.latine's fervice; and that famous general withdrew 
his army into the Low Countries, and there received a commiffion from the ftates 
of the United Provinces. 

To !hew how little account was made of J ames's negotiations abroad, there is 
a pleafantry which is mentioned by all hiftorians, and which, for that reafon, 
fhall have place here. In a farce, acted at Bruffels, a courier was introduced car
rying the doleful news, that the Palatinate would foon be wrefl:ed from the houfe 
6f Aufl:ria; fo powerful were the fuccours, which, from all quarters, were haften
ing to the relief of the defpoiled EleCtor: The King of Denmark had agreed to 

contribute to his affiftance a hundred thoufand pickled herrings, the Dutch a 
hundred thoufand butter-boxes, and the King of England a .hundred thoufand 
ambaffadors. On other occafions he was painted with a fcabbard, but without 
a fword; or with a fword, which no body could draw, tho' feveral were pullina 

. t p 
at It • 

l T was not fron1 his negotiations with the Emperor or the Duke of Bavaria, 
that J ames expected any fuccefs in his project of refl:oring the Palatine : His eyes 
were entirely turned towards Spain; and if he could effectuate his fon's marri~ae 

b 

with the Infanta, he doubted not, but that after fo intimate a conjunction, this 
other point could eafily be obtained. The negotiations of that court beina natu
rally dilatory, it was not eafy for a prince of fo little penetration in bufin~fs, to 

difringuifh whether the diffic1.1lties, which occurred, were real or affected . and 
he was furprized, after negotiating five years, on fo fimple a demand, that he 
was not more advanced than at the beginning. The difpenfation of Rome was 
requifite for the marriage of the Infanta with a proteftant prince ; and the King of 

~ Pari. Hill. vol. v. p. 48+ t Ken net, p. 7 -~9· 
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Spain, having undertaken to procure that difpenfation, had thereby acquired the 
means of retarding at pleafure, or of forwarding . the marriage, and at the fame 
time of concealing entirely his artifices from the court of England. 

I order to remove allobftacles, James dtfpatched Digby, foon afterwards cre
ated Earl of Briftol, as his ambatrador to Philip IV. who had lately fucceeded his 
father in the crown of Spain. He fecretly employed Gage as his agent at Rome; 
and findi g that the difference of religion was the principal, if not foie d1fficulty 
which retarded the marriage, he refolved to foften that objection as much as pof
£ble. He iffued public orders for difcharging all popifl1 recufants, who were im
prifoned ; and it was daily apprehended, that he would forbid, for the future, the 
execution of the penal laws enaCted againft them. For this fiep, fo oppofite to 
the rigid fpirit of his fubjects, he took care to apologize ; and he even endeavoured 
to afcribe it to his great zeal for the reformed religion. He had been making ap
plications, he fahl, to all foreign princes for fome indulgence to the diftreffed pro
teftants; and he was frill anfwered by objections derived from the feverity of the 
Englif.h laws againft catholics *. And indeed, it might probably occur to him, 
that, if the extremity of religious zeal was ever to abate among the chrifrian feEts, 
one of them muft begin ; and nothing would be more honourable for England, 
than to have led the way in fentiments fo wife and moderate. 

NoT only the religious puritans murmured at this tolerating meafure of the 
King: The lovers of civil liberty were alarmed at fo important an exertion of his 
prerogative. But am0ng other dangerous articles of authority, the kings of Eng
land were, at that time, po.ffeffed of the difpenfing power; at Ieaft, were in the 
conftant practice of exercifing it. Befides, tho' the royal prerogative in civil mat
ters was then exorbitant, the princes, during fome late reigns, had been accuftomed 
to affume frill higher in ecclefiaftical. And the King failed not to .reprefent the 
toleration of catholics as a meafure entirely of that nature. 

Bv J ames's conceflion in favour of the cathoJics, he obtained his end~ The 
fame religious motives, which had hitherto rendered the court of Madrid infincere · 
in all the fl:eps take>n with regard to the marriage, were now the chief caufe of pro 
moting it. By its means, it was there hoped, the Englifl1 catholics would,_ for the 
future, enjoy eafe and indulgence; and the Infanta would be the happy infirument . 
of procuring to the church fome tra!lquillity, after the many fever<: · perfecu
tions which it had hitherto undergone. The Earl of Briftol, a minifter of vi
gilance and penetration, and who had formerly oppofed all alliance with catho
]ics t, was now fully convinced of the !incerity of Spain ; and he was ready to con
gratulate the King on the entire completion of all his views and projects :t:.. A "" 

Franklyn, p. 69. Ru!h.worth, vol. i. p. 63. 
ortb, v<>l. i. p. 6g. 

t Ru!hworth, vol. i. p. 292. :j: Ruih-
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Ch;lp. v. daughter of Spain, whom he reprefents as extre~ely accomplifhed, would .ro?n, he 
16zz. faid, arrive in England, and bring with her an unmen~e fort~ne of tw~ m1lhons *, 

a fum four times greater than Spain had ever before g1ven With any prmcefs. But 
what was of more importance to the King's honour and happine1s, Briftol confi
dered this match as an infallible prognoftic of the Palatine's refl: oration; nor would 
Philip, he thought, ever have beftowed his fifl:er and fo la rge a fortune, under the 
profpetl: of entering, next day, into a war with England. So exaCt was his in
telligence, that the moft fecret councils of the Spaniards, he boafts, had never 
.efcaped him t; and he found that they had, aH along, confidered the marriage 
of the Infanta and the reftitution of the Palatinate as meafures clofely conneB:ed, 
or altogether infeparable :J:. However little calculated J ames's character to extort 
fo vaft a conceffion ; however improper the meafures which he had purfued for 
obtaining that end ; the ambaffitdor could not withftand the plain evidence of facts, 
by which Philip now demonfi:rated his fincerity. Perhaps too, Jike a wife man, 
he confidered, that reafons of ftate, which are fuppofed folely to influence the 

councils of monarchs, are not always the motives which there predominate; that 
the milder views of gratitude, honour, friend!hip, generofity, are frequently able, 
among princes as well as private perfons, to counterbalance thefe felfifh confide .. 
rations ; that the juftice and moderation of J ames had been fo confpicuous in all 
thefe tranfatl:ions, his reliance on Spain, his confidence in her friendfhip, that he 
had, at laft, obtained the cordial alliance of that nation, fo celebrated for honour 
and fidelity. Or if politics muft ftill be fuppofed the ruling motive of all public 
meafures, the maritime power of England was fo great, the Spanifh dominions fo 
divided, as might well induce the co~ncil of Phili p to think, that a fin cere friend· 
fuip with the m afters of the fea could not be purchafed by too many conceffions §; 
And as J ames, during fo many years, had been allured and feduced by hopes and 
proteftations, his people enraged by delays and difappointments; it would pro
bably occur, that there was now no medium left between the moft inveterate ha-
tred and the m oft intimate alliance between the nations. Not to mention, that, as 
a new fpirit began about this time to animate the councils of France, the friend
·ihip of England became every day more neceffary to the greatnefs and fecurity of 
the Spani!h monarchy. 

• It appears by B~ckingham '-s narrative, that thefe two millions were of pieces of eight, and made 
6o~,ooo pounds fterltng: A ~ery .great furn, and alrnoft equal to all the fums which the parliament, 
dunng the whole courfe of th1s re1gn, had hitherto beftowed on the King. 

f R ufhworth, vol. i. p. z 7 2. 

t '!"e find by private letters between Philip IV. and the Conde Olivarez, fuown by the latter to 
Buckmgham, that the marriage and reftitution of the Palatinate were always confidered b th 

f S · · r bl S k y e court 
o pam as m1epara e. e.e Fran lyn, p. 71, 72. Ruthworth, vol. i. p. 71 z8o 299 30 p 1 
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ALL meafllres being, therefore, agreed between the parties, nought was want
ing but the difpenfation from Rome, which might be confidered as a mere for
tnality *. The King, juftified by fuccefs, now exulted in his pacific councils, and 
boafi:ed of his fuperior fagacity and penetration ;• when all thefe flattering profpects 
were bla.fied by the temerity of a man, whom lie had fondly exalted from a private 
condition to be the bane of himfelf, of his family, and of his people. 

EvER fince the fall of Somerfet, Buckingham had governed, with an uncon- 16z3. 

h h d · d ld J , } b Character of troled {way, bot t e court an nation ; an cou ames s eyes 1ave een open- Buckinghdm. 

ed, he had now full opportunity of obferving how unfit his favourite was for the 
, high ftation to which he was raifed. Some accomplifhments of a counier he pof
feifed : Of every talent of a minifter he was utterly devoid. Headlong in his 
paffions, and incapable equally of prudence and of diffimuiatioJ.1 : Sincere fron1 
violence rather than candor; expenfive from profufion more than generofity : A 
warm friend, a furious enemy ; but without any choice or difcernment in either : 
With·thefe qualities he had early and quickly mounted to the highefl: rank; and 
partook at once of the infolence which attends a fortune newly acquired, and the 
impetuofity which belongs to perfons born in high frations, and unacquaintcd with 

oppofition. 
AMoNG thofe, who had experienced the arrogance of this overgrown f1vourire, 

the Prince of Wales himfelf had not been entirely fpared ; and a great coldnefs, if 
not an enmity, had, for that reafon, taken place between them. Buckingham, de-· 
firous of an opportunity, which might connect him with the Prince and overcome 
his aver!ion, and at the fame time envious of the great credit acquired by Briftol in 
the Spanifh negotiation, bethought himfelf of an expedient, by which he might, at 
once, gratify both thefe inclinations. He reprefenred to Chatles, T'hat perfons of his 
exalted flation were peculiarly unfortunate in their marriage, the chief circum
france in life; and commonly received into their arms a bri e, unknown to them, 
to whom they were unknown ; not endeared by fy m pathy, not obliged by fervices; 
wooed by treaties alone, by negotiations, by political inter fl:s : That I ow
ever accomplifhed the Infanta, fhe muft flill confider herfdf as a melancholy 
victim of ftate, and could not but think with averGon of that day when 01c was to 
~nter the bed of a fhanger; and palling into a foreign country and a new family, 
bid adieu for eve:r to her father's hnufe and to her native land: That it was in the 
Prince's power to foften all thefe rigours, and lay fuch an obligation on her, as would 
attach the mort indifferent temper, as would warm the col deft affections : --rh at his 
journry to Madrid would be an unexpeded gallantry, which would equal all the 
fiti:ion~ of Spanifh romance, and fuidng the amorous and en·erprizing charaCter of 
that nation, mufi: in1mediately introduce liim to the Princefs under the agre.eable cha-

* Ruihworth, vol. i. p. ( 6. 
VoL. V. N ra~cr 
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Ch.1p. V. racter of a devoted lover and daring adventurer: That the negotiations with regard 
101 3· to the Palatinate, which had hitherto Ianguifhed in the hands of minifters, would 

quickly be terminated by fo illuftrious an agent, feconded by the mediation and 
intreaties of the grateful Infanta: That the Spanifh generofity, moved by that 
unexampled truft and confidence, would make conceffions beyond what could be 
expeCted from political views and confiderations: Ar.d that he would quicldy 
return to the King with the glory of having re-eftabli!hed the unhappy Palatine, 
by the fame enterprize, whi\.h pro:ured him the affecrions and the perfon of the 

Spanifh Princefs *. 
]~HE mind of the young Prince, replete with candor, was inAamed by thefe 

generous and romantic ideas. He agreed to make application to the King for his 
approbation. They chofe the moment of his kin deft al\d m oft jovial humour; 
and more by the carneftnefs which they expreffed, than by the force of their rea
fons, they obtained a hafl:y and unguarded confent to their undertaking. And 
having engaged his promife to keep their purpofe fecret, they left him, in order 

to make preparations for their journey. 

No fooner was the King alone, than his temper, more cautious than fanguine, 
fuggefted very different views of the matter, and reprefented every difficulty and 
clanger which could occur. He reflected, that, however the world might pardon 
this fally of youth in the Prince, they would never forgive himfelf, who, at his 
years, and after his experience, could entrufl: his only fon, the heir of his crown, 
the prop of his age, to the difcretion of foreigners, without fo much as providing 
the frail fecurity of a fafe conduct in his favour: That, if the Spanilh monarch was 
fincere in his profeffions, a few months muft finifh the treaty of marriage, and 
bring the Infanta into England; if he was not fincere, the folly was ftill more 
egregious of committing the Prince into his hands: That Philip, when poffdfed of 
{o invaluable a pledge, might well rife in his demands, and impofe harder condi
tions of treaty: And that the temerity of this enterprize was fo apparent, that the 
event, however profperous, could never juftify it; and if difaftrous, it would ren• 
der himfelf infamous to his people, and ridiculous to all pofterity t. 

ToRMENTED with thefe reflections~ fo foon as the Prince and Buckino-ham 
returned for their difpatches, he informed them of all the reafons which had de
termined him to change his refolution; and he begged them to defift from fo foolilh 
an adventure. The Prince received the difappointment with forrowful fubmillion 
and filent tears: Buckingham prefumed to fpeak in an imperious tone which he 
had ever experienced to be prevalent over his too eafy n1after. . He told the Kino-

1 

that nobody, for the future, would believe any thing he faid, when he retrac1ed fa 
foon the promife, fo folemnly given; that he plainly difcerned this change of re-

.. Clarendon, vol. i. p. 11., .12. t Id. p. If. 
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folution to proceed from another breach of his word, in communicating the mat- Chap. V: 

te~ to fome rafcal, who had furnifhed him with thofe pitiful reafons, which he had I6z3. 

al eged, and he doubted not but he fhould hereafter know who his counfellor had 
been ; and that if he receded from what he had promifed, it would be fuch a difob-
ligation to the Prince, who had now fet his heart upon the journey, after his Ma-
jell:y's approbation, that he could never forget it, nor forgive any man who had 
been the caufe of it f. 

THE King with great earneftnefs, fortified by many oaths, made his apology, 
br denying, that he had communicated the matter to any man ; and finding him
felf affailed, as well by the boifterous importunities of Buckingham, as by the warm 
er1treaties of his fon,__ whofe applications had hitherto, on other occafions, been 
always dutiful, never earneft; he had again the weaknefs to affent to their purpofed 
journey. It was agreed, that Sir Francis Cottington alone, the Prince's fecretary, 
and Endymion Porter, gentleman of his bed-chamber, fhould accompany them ; 
and the former being at that time in the anti-chamber, he was immediately called 
in by the King's orders. 

J AMES told Cottington, that he had always been an honeft man, and therefore 
he was now to truft him in an affair of the highefi: importance, which he was not, 
u;Jon his life, to difclofe to any man whatever. " Cottington, added he, here 
" is baby Charles and Scenny" (thefe ridiculous appellations he ufuaJly gave to the 
Prince and Buckingham) ''who have a great mind to go pofi: into Spain, and fetch 
" home the Infanta: They will have but two more in their company, and have 
" chofen you for one. What think you of the journey?" Sir Francis, who 
was a prudent man, and had refided fome years in Spain as the King's agent, was 
ftruck with all the obvious objections to fuch an enterprize, and fcrupled not to 
declare them. The King threw himfel( upon his bed, and cried, I told )'OU this 
btfore; and fell into new paffion and lamentation, complaining that he was undone, 
and fhould lofe baby Charles. 

THE Prince fhowed by his countenance, that he was extremely diffatisfied with 
Cottington's difcourfe ; but Buckingham broke into an open paffion againft 
h.m. The King, he told him, afked him only of the journey and of the manner 
of travelling; particulars, of which he might be a competent judge, having gone the 
road fo often by poft; but that he, without being called to it, had the prefump
ti~n to give his advice upon matters of ftate and againfi his maf1:er, which he fhould 
rtpent fo long as he lived. A thoufand other reproaches-he added, which put the 
poor King into a new agony in behalf of a fervant, who, he forefaw, would fuffer 
tor anfwering him hooeftly. Upon which he fa id with fome commotion: JVa_v, 
f~, .Gcd, Stenny, )'OU are much to blame for t~ng him fo : He anjivered nte direllly to tbc 

t Clarendon, vol. i. p. 16. 
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Ch.1p. V. quejlion whicb I a fled him, and ruery honijlly and wifely ; and yet, you kn.ow, he fa id no 
• 167 3· more, than I told )OU before he 'Zvas calle": in. However, after all thts paffion on 

both fides, J ames renewed bts confent; and proper direCtions were given for the 

journey. Nor was he now at any lofs to difcover, that the whole intrigue was 

originally contrived by Buckingham, as well as purfued violently by his fpirit 

and imperuofity. 
THESE circumftances, which fo well characterize the perfons, feem to have 

been related by Cottington to Lord Clarendon, from whom they are here tran

fcribed ; and tho' minute, are not undeferving of a place in hiftory. 

T HE Prince and Buckingham, with their two attendants, and Sir Richard Gra .. 

ham, mafter of horfe to Buckingham, pafied difguifed and undifcovered thro' 

France; and they even ventured into a court- ball at Paris, where Charles faw the 
Princefs Henrietta, whom he afterwards efpou!ed, and who was, at that time, in the 

~thof March. bloom of youth and beauty. In eleven days after their departure from London, 
they arrived at Madrid; and furprized every body by a ftep fo little ufual among 
great princes. The Spani fh monarch immediately paid Charles a vifit, expreifed 

the utmoft gratitude for the confidence repofed in him, and made warm protef

tations of a correfpondent confidence and friendfhip. By the n1oft ftudied civi-
The Prince's lities, he !bowed the refpeCt, which he bore his royal gueft. He gave him a gal
journey to den key, which opened all his apartments, that the Prince might, without any 
Spain. introduction, have accefs to him at all hours: He took. the left hand of him on 

every occafion, except in the apartmenti affigned to Charles ; for there, he faid, 

the Prince was at home: Charles was introduced into the palace with the fame 
pomp and ceremony which attended the Kings of Spain on their coronation: The 

council received public orders to obey him as the King himfelf: Olivarez himfelf, 
tho' a grandee of Spain, who are always covered before their own King, would not 

put on his hat in the Prince's prefence * : All the prifons of Spain were thrown 
open> and all the prifoners received their freedom, as if the event, the rnoft ho
nourable and moft fortunate, had happened to the monarchy t: And every fump
tn Jry law with regard to apparel was fufpended during his refidence in Spain. 
The Infanta, however, was only fhown to her lover in public; the Spanilh ideas 

of decency being fo ftricr, as not to allow of any more intercourfe, till the arrival 

of the difpenfation t. 
THE point of honour was carried fo far by that generous people, that no at

tempt was made, on account of the advantage, which they had acquired, of im

pofing any harder conditions of treaty : Their pious· zeal only prompted them, on 

one ~ccafion, . to defire tnore ~once~ons in the religious articles ; but, on the op~ • 

pofiuon of Bnftol, accompamed With fome reproaches, they immediately defifted. 

• Franklyn, p. 73· t Id. P· 74· :1: Ruiliwerth, vol. i. p. 77• 
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The Pope, however, hearing of the Prince's arrival in Madrid, tacked fome new 
claufes to the difpenfat1on -Y.;; and it became neceffary to tranfmit the articles to 
London, that the King might there ratify them. This treaty, which was made 
public, confifted of feveral articles, chiefly regarding the exercife of the catholic 
religion by the Infanta and her family. Nothing could reafonably be found fault 
with, except one article, in which the King promifed, that the children fhould be 
educated by the Princefs, till ten years of age. T'his condition could no: be in
fifted on, but with a view of fedfoning their minds with catholic prejudices; and 
tho' fo tender an age feemed little fufceptible of theological tenets, yet the fame 
reafon, which made the Pope infert that article, fhould have induced the King to 

rejeCt it. 
BESIDES the public treaty, there were feparate articles, privately fworn to by 

the King; in which he promifed to fufpend the penal laws enacted againft Catholics, 
to procure a repeal of them in parliament, and to grant a toleration for the exer
cife of the c:atholic religion in private houfes t. Great murmurs, we may believe, 
would have arifen againft thefe articles, had they been made known to the public; 
fince we find it to have been imputed as an enormous crime to the Prince, that, 
having received, about this time, a very civil letter from the Pope, he was in

duced to return a very civil anfwer t· 
MEAN while Gregory XV. who granted the difpenfation, died; and Urban VIII. 

was chofen in his place. Upon this event, the nuncio refufed to deliver the dif
penfation, till it il1ould be renewed by Urban; and that crafty pontiff delayed the 
fending a new difpenfation, in hopes, that, during the Prince's reudence in Spain, 
fome expedient might be fallen upon to operate his converfion. The King of 
England, as well as the Prince, became impatient. On the firft hint, Charles 
obtained permiffion to return; and Philip graced his departure with all the cir
cumftances of elaborate civility and refpeCt, which had attended his arrival. He 
even erected a pillar, on the fpot where they took leave of each other, as a mo
nument of mutual friendfhip: and the Prince, having fworn to the obfervance of 
all the articles, entered on his journey, and embarked on board the Engli!h fleet at 

St. Andero. 
THE character of Charles, compofed of decency, referve, mode fly, fobriety; 

virtues fo agreeable to the manners of the Spaniards; the unparalleled confidence, 
which he ,had repofed in their nation; the romantic gallantry, which he had prac
tifed towards their princefs ; all thefe circumftances, joined to his youth and ad
vantageous figure, had endeared him to the whole court of Madrid, and had im
preffed the moft favourable ideas of him 11· But, in the fame proportion, that the 

• Rufhworth, vol. i. p. 84. t Franklyn, p. 8o. Rufhworth, vol. i. p. 89. Kennet, p. 769 . 

. t Rnfhworth, vol. i. p. 82. Franklyn, p. 77• U Franklyn, p. So. Ru!hworth, vol. i. p. 103. 
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Prince was beloved and efteemed, was Buckingham defpifed and hated: His be.; 
haviour, compofed of Englifh familiarity and French vivacity; his fa_llies of paf· 
lion, his indecent freedoms with the Prince, his diff'olute pleafures, h1s arrogant, 
impetuous temper, which he neither· could, nor cared to difguife; qualities, like 
thefe, could, moft of them, be efteemed no where, but to the Spaniards were the 

objects of peculiar averfion *. They could not conceal their furprize, that fuch 
a youth could intrude into a negotiation, now conduCted to a period, by fo ac

compli!hed a minifter as Brifi:ol, and could a!fume to himfelf all the merit of it. 
They lamented the Infanta's fate, who muft be approached by a man, whofe teme
rity feemed to refpeB: no laws, divine or human t. And when they obferved, 
that he had the imprudence to infult the Conde Duke of Olivarez, their prime mi

nifter ; every one, who was ambitious of paying court to the Spanifh, became de

firous of fhowing a contempt for the Englifh favourite. 

THE Duke of Buckingham told Olivarez, that his own attachment to the Spa
l1ifh nation and to the King of Spain was extreme ; that he would contribute to 
every meafure, which could cement the friendfhip between England and them; 

and that his pecu:iar ambition would be to facilitate the Prince's marriage with the 
Infanta. But, he added, with a fincerity, equally infolent and indifcreet, With 
regard to you, Sir, in particular, you mufl not confider me as your friend, but mujt evtr 
expeCt from me all pojjible enmity and oppojition. The Conde Dl:lke replied, with a 

becoming dignity, that he very willingly accepted of what was preferred him : 

And on thefe terms the favourites parted :f:. 
BucKINGHAM, fenfible how odious he was become to the Spaniards, and 

<lreading the influence, which that nation would naturally acquire after the arrival 

of the Infanta, refolved to employ all his credit, in order to prevent the marriage. 
By what arguments he could engage the Prince to offer fuch an infult to the Spa
nifh nation, from whom he had me with fuch generous treatment; by what co

lours he could difguife the ingratitud , and imprudence of fuch a meafure ; thefe 
are totally unknown to us. It onlj' appears, that his impetuous and domineering 

charaCter ha 1 acquired, what it e er afcer maintained, a total afcendant over the 

gentle and modeft temper of Charles; and, when the Prince left Madrid, he 

was firmly determined, notwithftanding all his profeffions, to break off the treaty 
with Spain. 

I_T is not likely, that Buckingham prevailed fo eafily with James to abandon a 
projeCt, which, during fo many years, had been the object of all his willies and 

whi:h he had now unex~e~edly conducted to a happy period 11· A ruptur; with 
Spatn, the lofs of two mtll10ns, were profpetl:s little agreeable to this pacific and 

• Ru!hworth, vol. i. p. 1 or. t Clarendon, vol. i. p. 36. 

t Rufuworth, vol. i. p. 103. ClarendoJ), vol. i. p, 37· 11 Hacket'a Life of Williams. 
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indigent monarch : But finding his only fon bent againft a match, which had al- Ot,,~~. v:. 
ways been oppofed by his people and his parliament, he yielded to difficulties, t 6zJ·· 

which he had not courage nor ftrength of mind fufficient to refift. The Prince, 
therefore, and Buckingham, on their arrival at London, affumed entirely the di-
seB:ion of the negotiation; and it was their buG.nefs to feek for pretences by whkh. 
they could give a colour to their intended violation of treaty. 

THo' the ren:itution of the Palatinate had ever been confide red by J ames as a· 
11atural or neceffary confequence of the Spani!h alliance, he had always forbid his 
minifrers to infift on it as a preliminary article to the condufion of the marriage
treaty. He confidered, that that principality was now entirely in the hands of the 
Emperor and the Duke of Bavaria; and that it was no longer in the King of Spain"s 
power, by a fingle fl:roke of his pen, to r~ftore it to the antient proprietor. The 
ftriB: alliance of Spain with thefe Princes would· engage Philip, he thought, to: 
foften fo difagreeable a demand by every art of negotiation; and many articles muff;. 
of neceffity, be adjufted, before fuch an important point eould be effeCtuated. It 
was fufficient, in J ames's opinion, if the fincerity of the Spani!h court could, for 
the prefent, be afcertained ; and, dreading farther delays of the marriage, fo long 
wi!hed for, he was refolved to truft the Palatine~s full reftoration to the event of 
future councils and deliberations *. 

THIS whole fyfi:em of politics, Buckingham now reverfed; and he overturned· 
every fuppoG.tion, upon which the treaty had hitherto been conducted. After 
many fruitlefs artifices were employed to delay or prevent the efpoufals; Brifi:ol 
received pofitive orders not to deliver the proxy, which had been left in his hands,. 
nor to finifh the marriage, till fecurity was given for the full reftitution of the Pa
latinate t. Philip undedl:ood this language. He had been acquainted with the 
difguft received by Buckingham; and deeming him a man, capable of facrificing, 
to his own ungovernable paffions, the greateft interefts of his mafter and of his 
country, he bad expeCted that the unbounded credit of that favourite would be 
employed to embroil the two nations. betermined, however, to throw the blame 
of the rupture entirely on the EnglHh, he delivered into Briftol's hand a written Marriage·

promife, by which he bound himfelf to procure the reil:oration of the Palatine, treaty broken. 

either by perfuafion,. or by every other poffible means ; and, when he found thar 
that conceffion gave no fatisfaCl:ion, he ordered the Infanta to lay afide the title of 
Princefs of Wales, which !he bore after the arrival of the difpenfatioo from 
Rome, and to drop the ftudy of the Englilh language t· And thinking that 
fuch raili councils as now governed the court of England would not ftop at the 
breach of the marriage-treaty, he ordered preparations for war immediately to be. 
made throughout all his dominions 11· 

• Pari. Hift. vol. vi. p. 57· t Ru!hworth, vol. i. p. 10~. Kennet1 p. 776. 
l Franklyn, p. 8o.. Ru!hworth, vol. i. P.· 1 .1 z. ~ R>~ihworth, v.o1. i. p. I 14·· 
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THus J ames, having, by means, inexplicable from ~11 the rules of politics,. con
ducted, fo near an honourable end, the marriage of hts fon and the reftoratton of 
his fon -in-law, failed at Iafl: of his purpofe, by means equally unaccountable. 

Bur, tho' the expedients, already ufed by Buckingham, were fu!ficiently inglo
rious, both for himfelf and for the nation ; it was neceffary for him, ere he could 
ful1y effeCt his purpofe, to employ artifices frill more fhameful and difhonourable. • 

THE King, having broke with SpJin, was obliged to concert new meafures; 
and, without the affiftance of parliament, no effectual ftep of any kind could be 
taken. The benevolence, which, during the interval, had been rigoroufly exacted 
for the recovery of the Palatinate, tho' levied for fo popular an end, had procured 
the King lefs money than ill- will from his fubjeB:s *. Whatever difcouragementg, 

Aparliament. therefore, he might receive from his ill agreement with former parliaments, there 
was a neceffity of fummoning once more this affembly ; and, it might be hoped, 
that the Spani!h alliance, which gave fuch umbrage, being abandoned, the com
mons would now be better fatisfied with the King's adminiil:ration. In his fpeech 

Igth of Feb. to the houfes, J ames dropped fome hints of the caufes of complaint which he had 
againft Spain ; and be gracioufly condefcended to aik the parliament's advice, which 
he had ever before rejeCted, with regard to the conduB:: of fo important an affair 
as his fon's marriage t. Buckingham delivered, to a committee of lords and com
mons, a long narrative, which he pretended to be true and compleat, of every ftep 
taken in the negotiations with Philip : But partly by the fuppreffion of fome facts, 
partly by the falfe colouring laid on others, this na~rative was calculated intireiy to 
tninead the parliament, and to throw on the court of Spain the reproach of arti. 
fice and infincerity. l-Ie faid, that, after many years negotiation, the King found 
not himfelf any nearer his purpofe; and that Briftol had never brought the treaty 
be) ond general profeffions and declarations : That the Prince, doubting the good 
intentions of Spain, refolved at laft to take a journey to Madrid, and put the mat
ter to the utmofi: trial: That he there found fuch artificial dealing as made him 
conclude all the il:eps taken towards the rnarriage to be falfe and deceitful: That 
the refl:itution of the Palatinate, which had ever been regardtd by the Kina as an 

. b 

effent1al preliminary, was not ferioufly intended by Spain: And that, after endur-
ing much ill-ufage, the Prince was obliged to return to England, without any 
hopes, either of obtaining the Infanta, or of reftoring the Elector Palatine :f:. 

* To fhow by what violent meafures this benevo1ence was railed, Johnil:one tells us, in his Rerum 

B;_itauzicnru71 hi.Jl_oria, t4at Barne~, a citizen of London, was the firft who refufed to contribute any 

thmg; up:m wh1ch, the treafurer fent him word, 1hat he muft imm;;diaiely prepare himfelf to carry 

by poil: a difpatch int.) Ireland. The citizen was glad to make hi peace by paying a hundred pounds 7 
and no one duril: 1frerwards refufc the benevolence required. See farther Coke, p. So. 

t Franklvn, p. 79· Rufhworth, vol. i. p. 11 )• Kennet, p. 7i8. 

t Franklyn, p. 89, 90, 91, &c. Rufhworth, vol. i. p 119, xzo, &c. Parl. H ,il:. \·ol. \'i. p. 20, 21 , &r-. 
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' THIS narrative, which, confidering the importance of the occafi9n, and the Ch1p. v. 
folemnity of that affembly, to which it was delivered, deferves great blame, was 162 1· 
yet vouched for truth by the Prince of Wales, who was prefent ; and the King 
himfelf lent it, indireCtly, his authority, by telling the parliament, that it was 
by his order Buckingham laid the whole afrair before thern. The conduCt of thefe 
princes it is difficult fully to excufe. 'Tis in vain to plead the ~youth and inexpe· 
rience of Charles; unlefs his inexperience and youth, as is probable •, if not cer· 
tain, really led him into error, and made him fwallow all the falfities of Bucking-
ham. And, tho' the King was here hurried from his own meafures by the impetu-
ofity of others; nothing fhould have induced him to proftitute his character, and 
vouch the impoftures, at leaft, falfe colourings, of his favourite, of which he 
had fo good reafon to encertain a fufpicion t. 

BucKINGHAM's narrative, however artfully difguifed, contained yet fo many 
contradictory circumftances as were fuffi.cient to open the eyes of all reafonable 
men; but it concurred fo well with the paffions and prejudices of the parliament, 
that no fcruple was made of immediately adopting it :J:. Charmed with having 
obtained at lafl: the opportunity, fo long wifhed for, of going to war with papifts, 
they· little thought of future confequences ; but immediately advifed the King to 
break off both treaties with Spain, as well that which regarded the marriage, 
as that for the reftitution of the Palatinate §. The people, ever greedy of war, 
till they fuffer by it, difplayed their triumph at thefe violent meafures by public 
bonefires and rejoicings, and by infults on the Spanitb minifters. Buckingham 
was now the favourite of the public and of the parliament. Sir Edward Coke, 
in the houfe of commons, called him the Saviour of the nation 11· Every place re
fourlded with his praifes. And he himfelf, intoxicated by a popularity, which 
he enjoyed fo little time, and which he fo little deferved, violated all duty to his 
indulgent mafter, and entered into cabals with the puritan members, who had 
ever oppofed the royal authority. He even encouraged fchemes for abolifhing 

• The moment the Prince embarked at St. Andero•s, he faid, to thofe about him, that it was folly 
in the Spaniards to ufe him fo Ill, and allow him to depart : A proof chat the Duke had made him 

'believe they were infincere in the affair of the marriage and the Palatinate: For, as to his reception, 
in other refpeas, it had been altogether unexceptionable: Befides, had not the Prince believed the Spa
niards to be infincere, he had no reafon to quarrel with them; tho' Buckingham had. It appears, 
therefore, that Charles himfelf mutt have been deceived. The multiplied delays of the difpenfation, 
tho' they arofe from accident, afforded Buckingham a plaufible pretext for charging the Spaniards 
with infincerity. 

t It muil:, however, be confeiled, that the King afterwards warned the houfe not to take B~cking
ham's narrative for his, tho' it was laid before them by his order. Parl. Hift. vol. vi. p. 104. The 
King was probably a!bamed to have been carried fo far by his favourite. 

t Parl. Hift. vol. vi. p. 7 5· § Franklyn, p~ 93· Ru!hworth, vol. i. p. 1 zS. arl. Hill. 
vol. vi. p. 103. , ll Ciarendon, vol. i. p. 6. 

"J OL. V:. Q the 
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the order of bi!hops, and felling the de~ and cha,pter 1a~ds~ in or~er to de~ray the· 
expences of a Spanifh war. And the Kmg, t.ho ~e ihll :ntertamed proJeCts for
temporizing, and for forming an accommodatiOn wrth. Spam, was fo bor~e down 
by the rorrent of popular prejudices, condu~ed and mcreafed ~y Buckmgham!J" 
that he was at Iaft obliged, in a fpeech to parhament, to declare In favour of hof
tile meafures, if they would engage to fupport him *. Doubts of their fincerity 
in this refpeCt; doubts which. the event ihowed not to be ill-grounded; had pro

bably been one caufe of his former pacific and dilatory n1eafures. 

IN his fpeech on this occafion, the King began with lamenting his misfortunes. 

that, having fo long valued himfelf on the epithet of the pacific monarch, he 
lhould now, in his old age, be obliged to exchange the bleffings of peace for the. 

inevitable calamities of war. He reprefented to them the immenfe and continued 
expence, requifite for military armaments ; and befides fupplies, frotn time to 
!\me, as they lhould become neceffary, he demanded a vote of fix fubfidies and 
twelve fifteenths, as a proper frock before the commencement of hoftilities. He 
to]d them of his intolerable debts and burthens, chiefly contracted by the fums. 
remitted to the Palatine t ; but he added, that he did not infifi: on any fupply for 

his own relief, and that it was fufficient for him, if the honour and fecurity of the 
public were provided for. To remove all fufpicion, he, who had ever ftrenuoufly 

n1aintained his prerogative, and even extended it into fome points efteemed doubt- · 

ful, now made a mofl: imprudent conceffion, of which the confequences might 
have proved fatal to royal authority : He voluntarily offered, that the n1oney 
voted ihould be paid into a committee of parliament, and Jhould be i!fued by them, 

without being intrufted to his management :J:. The commons willingly accepted 

of this conceffion, fo unprecedented in an Engli!h monarch ; they voted him only 

three fubfidies and three fifteenths §; and they took no notice of the complaints,. 

which he made of his own wants and neceffities. 

Aov ANT AGE was alfo taken of the prefent good agreement between the King 
and parliament, in order to pafs the bill againft monopolies, which had formerly 

been encouraged by the King, but which had failed br. the rupture between him ) 

* Franklyn, p. 94, 95. Ruihworth, vol. i. p. 1 ~9, I 30. 

t Among other particulars, he mentions a fum of 8o7ooo pounds borrowed from the King of Den
mark. In a former fpeech to. the par1iament~.he told them that he had expended soo,ooo pounds in 
the caufe of the Palatine, befides the voluntary contribution given him by the people. See Franklyn, 

p. 50. Bu.t what is more ext~aotdinary, the treafurer, in order to fuow his own good fervices, boaib · 

~o the parhame~t· that, by hts ~ontrivance~ 6o,ooo pounds had been fa.ved on the head o.£ exchange 
m the fums remttted to the Palatinate. Th.ts fe.ems very great, nor is it conceivable whence the King 

could pro~ure fuch vaft f.Jms as ~vould requue a fum fo great ~be paid in exchange. From the whole, 

however, tt appears, that the·Kmg had been far from negle.Chng the interefts of his daughter and fon· 
n-law, and had even gone much beyond what his narrow revenue could afford. 

l nib. worth, vol. i. p. 137· § Lefs than· JOO,oao pollnds, 
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. nd the laft houfe of commons. This bill was conceived in fuch terms as to ren
der it merely declarative; and all monopolies were condemned, as contrary to 
law and to the known liber~ies of the people. It was there fuppofed, that every 
fubject of England had intire power to difpofe of his own aCl:ions, provided he 
did no injury to any of his fellow fubjed:s; and that no prerogative of the King, 
no power of any magiftrate, nothing but the authority alone of laws, could re
ftrain that unlimited freedom. The full p·rofecution of this noble principle into 
all its necelfary confequences, has, at laft, thro' many contefts, produced that fin .. 
gular and happy government, which at prefent we enjoy *. 

THE houfe of commons alfo corroborated, by a new precedent, the important 
power of impeachment, which, two years before, they had exercifed, in the cafe 
of Chancellor Bacon, and which had lain dormant for more than a century before, 
except when they ferved as inftruments of royal vengeance. The Earl of Mid
dlefex had been raifed by Buckingham's intereft, from the rank of a Londo 
merchant, to be Lord high treafurer of England ; and, by his aCtivity and addrefs, 
feemed not unworthy of that preferment. But, having incurred the difpleafure of 
his patron, by fcrupling or refufing fome demands of money, during the Prince's 
refidence in Spain, that favourite vowed revenge, and employed all his credi 
among the commons to procure an impeachment of the treafurer. The King was 
extremely diffatisfied with this meafure, and prophefied to. the Prince and Duke~ 
that they would live to have their fill of parliamentary profecutions t. In a fpeecli 
to the parliament, he endeavoured to apologize for Middlefex, and to foften the 
accufation againft him :j:. The charge, however, was fl:ill maintained by the com
mons; and the treafurer was found guilty by the peers, tho' the mifdemeanors 
proved againft him, were neither numerous nor important. The accepting two
prefents, of five hundred pounds a- piece, for the paffing two patents, was the ar-

"" How little this principle had prevailed, during any former period of the Engliih government, par· 

ticularly during the laft reign, which w'as certainly not fo perfeet a model of liberty as fome writers 

would reprefent it, will eafily appear from many paffages in the hiftory of that reign. But the ideas of 

men were much changed, during about twenty years of a gentle and peaceful adminiftration. The 

commons, tho' J ames, of himfelf, had recal'ed all patents of monopolies, were not contented without 

a law againft them, and a declarctive law too; which was gaining a great point, and eftablifhing prin

ciples very favourable to liberty: But they were extremely grateful, when Elizabeth, upon petition, 

(after having once refufed their requefts) recalled a few of the moft oppreffive patents·; and employed 

fome foothing expreffions towards them. 

THE parliament had fure!y reafo;, when they confeffed, in the feventh of James, that he allowed 

them more freedom of debate, than ever was indulged by any of his predeceifors. His indulgence 

in this particular, joined to his eafy temper, was probably one caufe of the great power alfumed by the 
·commons. MonGeur de la Boderie in his difpatches, vol. i. 4~ g, mentions the liberty of fpeech in 
the houfe of commons as a new pratl:ice. 

rt Clarendon, vol. i. p. 23. !t Parl. Hift. vol. vi. p. 191. 

·0 2 tide 

Chap. :v. 
16%4-• 

, 



100 HISTORY O' F GREAT· BRITAIN .. 

Chap. V. ticle of greateft weight. His fentence was, to be fined 50,000 poun1s for the.t· 
162·1-· Kino's ufe and to fuffer all the other penalties formerly inflicted upon Bacon. 

0 , 

The fine was afEerwarJ s remitted by the Prince, when he mounted the throne. 

THIS feffion, an addrefs was alfo made, very difagreeable to the King, craving 
the fevere execution of the laws againft Catholics. His anfwer- was gracious and 
£ondefcending t; tho' he declared againft perfecution; as being an improper rnea
fure for the fuppreffion of any religion ; according to the received maxim, '1hat 
the blood of the martyrs was the feed of the church. He alfo condemned an in tire 
indulget~ce of the Catholics; and feemed to reprefent a middle courfe, as the moft 
humane and moft politic. He went fo far as even to affirm, with an oath, that 
he Qever had entettained any thought of granting a toleration to thefe religio
~ifts t. The liberty of exercifing their religion in private houfes, wh,ch he had 
fecretly agreed to in the Spanifh treaty, he did not efreem deferving· that name; 
and it was probably by means of this evafion, he thought that lie had faved his 

29
th of May. honour. And as Buckingham, in his narrative 11, confeffed, that the King had 

agreed to a temporary fufpenfion of the penal laws againft the cathohcs, which 
he dift-inguifhed from a toleration, a term at that time extremely odious; J ames 
deemed his meaning to be fufficiently explained, and feared not any reproach of 
falfhood or duplicity, on account of this affeveration. After all thefe tranfaCl:ions, 
the parliament was prorogued by the King, who let fall fome hints, tho' in gentle 

eturn of 
'Brifiol. 

erms, of the fenfe which he entertained of their unkindnefs, in not fupplying 
his neceffities §. 

J AMES, unable to refift fo ftrong a combination as that of liis people, his par• 
liament, his fon, and his favourite, had been compelled to embrace meafures, for 
which, from temper as well as judgment, he had ever enterta-ined a moft fettled 
aver-fion. Tho' he diffembled his refentment, he began to eftrange himfelf from 
Buckingham, to whom he afcribed all thofe violent councils, and whoo he c.onfi- . 
dered as the author, both of the Prince's journey into Spain, and of the breach. 
of the marriage-treaty. The arrival of Briftol, he impatiently longed for; and
it was by the affiftance of that minifter, whofe wifdom he refpetl:ed, and whofe 
views he approved, that he hoped, in time, to extricate himfelf from his prefent 
difficulties. . 

DuRING the Prince~s abode in Spain, that able negotiator had ever oppofed,. 
tho' unfuccefsfully, to the impetuous meafures, fuggefted by Buckingham, his own· 
wife and well-tempered-councils. After Charles's departure, upon the nrft appear
ance of a change o£ refolution, he frill interpofed his advice, and ftrenuoufiy in .. 
fifted on the fincerity of the Spaniards in the conduct of the treaty, as wdl as the. 

t Franklyn, p. IOI, Ioz. 

H Par1. Hiftory, vol~ vi. p. 37•. 
:t: See farther, Franklyn, p. 87. 

.§ Frank1y.n,.p. 103. 

advantages) 
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advant1ges: which England muft reap from the completion of it. Enraged to 
find, t~at his fuccefsful and ikilful labours 1hould be rendered abortive by the le
vities md caprices of an infolent minion, he would underftand no hints; and no
thing l:ut exprefs orders from his mafter could engage him to make that demand, 
which, he was fenfible, would put a final period to the treaty. He was not, there
fore, f1rprized to hear, that Buckingham had declared himfelf his open enemy, 
and bcx:h before the council and parliament, had thrown out many fcandalous re
flectiors againft him. Upon the firft order, he prepared for leaving Madrid; and 

, he was conducted to the ICing of Spain and the Conde Duke, in order to fulfil 
the ceremonial of his departure. 

PHLIP, by the mouth of his minifler, expreffed much regret, that Briftol's 
fervice~ fhould meet with fo unworthy a reward, and that his enemies lhould fo 
far ha\e prevailed as to infufe prejudices into his mafler and his country againfi a 
minifter, who had fo faithfully done his duty to both. He entreated him to fix . 
his ab<rle in Spain, rather than expofe himfelf to the inveterate malice of his rival 
and the ungovernable fury of the people. He offered him every advantage of. · 
rank and fortune, to foften the rigours of banifhment ; and, left his honour fuould 
fuffer by the defertion of his native country, the monarch promifed to confer all 
thefe advant.ages, with a public declaration, that they were beftowed merely for 
his fiddity to the truft committed to him. And he added, that he efteemed fuch 
a cond1B: of importance to his .own fervice; that all his minifters, obferving his 
regard to virtue even i~ a ftranger, might be the n1ore animated to exert their . 
fidelity towards fo generous a mafter. 

THl Earl of Briflo], while he expreffed the utmoft·gratitude ·for this princely 
offer, thought himfelf obliged to decline the acceptance of it. He faid, that no ... 
~hing vould more confirn1 all the calumnies of his enemies than his remaining a 
Madrid, and his receiving honour and preferment from his catholic majefty; thac 
the higheft dignity of the Spaniili monarchy, however valued, would be but an 
mequal compenfation for the lofs of his. honour, which he mufi: facrifice to the 

obtaining it ; that he trufl:ed to his own innocence for protection againft all the 
fury of popular prejudice; and that his mafter was fo juft and gracious, that, how
ever he might, for a time, be feduc'ed by cah1mny, he would furely afford him• 
an opFortunity of defending himfelf, and would in the end reftore him to his fa
vour a.1d good opinion. 

So nagnanimous an anfwer increafed the efteem which Philip had conceived of· 
the am)affa'ior. That prince bt>gged him, at leaft, to accept of a prefenf of 1 o,ooo 
ducats~ which might be requifite for his fupport, ti\1 he could difl)pate the preju
dices contracted againft hin1 ; and he promifed, that this compJiance fhould for 

ever 

Chap. Y. 
162-..f. 

, 
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ever remain a fecret to all the world, and fhould never come to the knowlege of 
Chap. V. 

1624. his mail:er. 'l'here is one perfon, replied the generous Englif.hman, who muft ne-
cejfarily know it: He is the Earl of Bri.ftol, 'lvho will certainly reveal it to the King 

of England ~. 
NoTHING could be of greater confequence to Buckingham, than to keep 

-Briflol at a diftance both from the King and the parliament ; left the power of 
truth, enforced by fo pow€rful a fpeaker, iliould open fcenes, which were but fuf:.. 
peB:cd by the former, and of which the latter had as yet entertained no manner 
of jealoufy. He applied therefore to James, whofe weaknefs, difguifed to him
-felf under the appearance of fineffe and diffimulation, was now become abfo1ute1y 
incurable. A warrant for fending Briftol to the Tower was iffued immediately 
upon his arrival in England t; and tho' he was foon releafed from that confine
n1ent, yet orders were carried him from the -King, to retire to his country feat 
and to abftain from all attendance on parliament. He obeyed; but loudly de 

. ·manded an opportunity of juil:ifying himfelf, and of laying his whole conduCt be· 
fore his mafter. On all occafions, he protefted his innocence, and threw on his 
enemy the blame of every mifcarriage. Buckingham, and, at his inftigation, the 
Prince, declared, that they would be reconciled to Briftol, if he would but ac
cknow lege his errors and ill condutl: : But the fpirited nobleman, jealous of his 
honour, refufed to buy favour at fo high a price. J arnes had the equity to fay, 
that the infifting on that conaition was a ftrain of unexampled tyranny : But 
Buckingham fcrupled not to affert, with the utmoft prefumption, that neither the 
King, the Prince, nor himfelf were, as yet, fatisfied of Briftol's innocence :J:. 

WHILE the attachment of the Prince to Buckingham, while the timidity of 
J ames, or the fi1ame of changing his favourite, kept the whole court in awe ; 
the Spanifh ambaffador, Inoiofa, endeavoured to open the King's eyes, and to 
cure his fears by inftilling greater fears into him. He privately fiipt into his 
,hand a paper, and gave hin1 a fignal to read it alone. He there told him, that he 
was as much a pr~foner at London as ever Francis I. was at Madrid; that the Prince 
and Buckingham had confpired together, and had the whole court at their devo
•tion ; that cabals among the popular leaders in parliament were carrying on to the 
extreme prejudice of his authority; that the projeB: was to confine him to fame 
of his hunting feats, and to commit the whole adminiftration of affairs to the . 
management of Charles ; and that it was necefTary for him, by one vigorous effort, 
.to vindicate his liberty, and to punifu thofe who had fo long and fo much abufed 
his goodnefs and facilit~ .11· 

· * Frai klyn, p. 86. Rufhworth, vol. i. p. 1 I 3· t Ru!bw. vol. i. p. 1 4-5· 
:t R.ulhw. yoL i. p. 259· 11 Id. vol. i. p. 144· Hacke-t's Life ofWilliam~. Coke, p. 107. 

WHAT 
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- WHAT~credit James gave to this reprefentation does not appear. He only dif. Chap. V. 
covered fame faint fymptoms, which he inftantly retracted, . of diffatisfaCl:ion with R x6z4 ... h 

. . . • • upture Wlt • 
Buckingham. All h1s pubhc meafures, and all the alhances, mto wh1ch he en- Spain .. 

tered, were founded on the fyftem of enmity to the Auftrian family, and of war 
to be carried on for the recovery of the Palatinate. 

THE fi:ates of the United Provinces, at this time, were governed by Maurice; 
and that afpiring prince, fenfible that his credit would langui.fh during peace, had, , 
on the expiration of the twelve years truce, renewed the war with the Spanilh mo
narchy. His great capacity in the military art would have compenfated for the 
inferiority of his forces, had not the Spanifh armies been commanded by Spinola, 
a general equally renowned for conduCt, and more celebrated for enterprize and 
a~i vity. In fuch a fituation, nothing could be more welcome to the republic than 
the profpeCl: of a rupture between James and the catholic King ; .and they flattered : 
themfel ves, as well from the natural union of interefts between them ·and England, . 
as from the influence of the prefent conjuncture, that powerful fuccours would 
foon march to their relief. Accordingly, an army of fix thoufand men was levied · 
in England, and fent over into Holland, commanded by four young Noblemen, .. 
Effex, Oxford, Southampton, and Willoughby, who were ambitious of difi:in ... 
guifhing themfelves in fo popular a caufe, and of acquiring military experience · 
under fo renowned a captain as Maurice. 

IT might reafonably have been expected, that, as religious zeal had made the T reaty wit'· 

recovery of. the Palatinate appear a point of fuch vaft importance in England; the ~ranee. 
fame effeCl:·muft have been produced in France, by the force merely of political 
views and confiderations. While that principality remained in the hands of ~he 
houfe of Auftria, the French oominions were furrounded on all fides by the pof-
feffions of that ambitious family, and might be invaded by fuperior forces from 
every quarter. It concerned the King .of France therefore to prevent the peaceable ~ 

eftablifhment of the Emperor in his new conquefi:s; and both by the .Gtuation 
and greater power of his ftate, he was better enabled than J ames to give fu<Zcour 
to the diftreffed Palatine. But tho' thefe views efcaped not Louis, r:or Cardinal . 
Richelieu, who now began to acquire an afcendant in the French court; that mi-
nifter was determined to pave the way for his enterprizes by firft fubduing the 
Hugonots~ and thence to proceed, by mature councils, to humble the houfe of · 
Auflria. The profpeCl:, however, of a conjunction with England was prefently 
embraced, and all imaginable encouragement was given to every propofal for · 
conciliating a marriage between Charles and the Princefs Henrietta. 

NoTWITHSTANDING the fenfible experience, which James might have ac· 
quired, of the unfurmountable antipathy entertained by his fubjeCls againft all. 
alliance with catholics, he frill perfevered in the opinion, that his fon would be · 
degraded, by receiving into his bed a princefs of lefs than royaL extraction. After : 

th . 
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the rupture, therefore, with Spain, nothing remained but an a liance witl • ranee; 
and to that court he immediately applied himfelf *. '"fhe fame a1lurements had 
not here place, which had fo long entangled him in the Spanifh negot1at10n : 
T.he portion promifed was much inferior ; and the peaceab!e reftoration of the 

Palatine could not thence be expected. But J ames w'as afraid, left his fon !hould 
be altogether difappointed of a bride; and therefore, as foon as the chriftian King 
demandfd, for the honour of his crown, the fame terms which had been granted 

to the catholic, he was prevailed with to comply. And as the Prince, during his 
abode in Spain, had given a verbal promife to allow the Infa ~::t the education of 

her children till the age of thirteen, this article was here inferred 'l.n the treaty ; 

and to that imprudence is generally imputed the prefent difl:reffed condition of 
his poiterity. The court of England, however, it muft be confeffed, always pre

tended, even in their n1emorials to the French court, that all the favourable con

ditions granted to the catholics, were inferred in the marriage treaty merely to 
pleafe the Pope, and that their ftrict execution, by an agreement with France, was 

fecretly difpenfed with f. 
As much as the conclufion of the marriage treaty was acceptaole to the King, 

as much were all the military enterprizes difagreeable, both from the extreme dif

ficulty of the undertaking, in which he was engaged, and fron1 his own incapacity 

for fuch a fcene of action. 

DuRING the Spanith nfgotiation, Heidelberg and Manheim had been taken 

by the imperial forces; and Frankendale, tho' the garrifon was entirely Englifh, 

was clofely befieged by them. Upon re-iterated remonftrances from J ames, Spain 
interpofed, and procured a fufpenfion of arms during eighteen months. But as 

Frankendale was the only place of Frederic's antient dominions, which conti
nued in his hands, Ferdinand, being defirous of withdrawing his forces from the 

Palatinate, and of leaving that ftate in fecurity, was unwilling that fo important 
a fortrefs !hould remain in the poffeffion of the enemy. To compromife all diffe

rences, it was agreed to fequeftrate it in the Infanta's hands as a neutral perforr; 

upon condition, that, upon the expiration of the truce, it fhould be delivered to 

Frederic ; tho' peace fhould not, at that time, be concluded between him and 

* Ru!hworth, vol. i. p. 1 52. 
t Rymer. tom. xviii. p. 224. 'Tis certain that the young Prince of Wales, afterwards Charles II. 

had protefl:ant governors from his early infancy ; firft the f:arl of Newcaftle, then the Marquis of 

Hertford. The King, in his memorial to foreign churches after the commencement of the civil wars, 

infiil:s on his care in educating his children in the proteftant religion, as a proof that he was nowife 

inclined to die cathoiic. Rufhwortn, vol. v. p. 752. It can fcarce, therefore, be queftioned, but this 
article, which has fo odd an appearance, was inferted only to amufe the Pope., and wa-s never intended 

Jly .either party to be executed. 

Fer-
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Ferdinand *. After the unexpe&cd rupture with Spain, the Infanta, \Vhen J ames Chap. V 

demanded the execution of the treaty) offered hirr. peaceable poifeffion of Fran- 16
z4. 

kend .. de, and C\'en promifed a fafe conduct for the garrifon thro' the Spanifh 
Netherbnds : But there was fome territory of the empire interpofed between her 
ftate and the Palatinate; and for paifage over that territory, no terms were fiipu-
lated t. By thi chicc.nc, which certainly had not been employed, if amity wit 1 

.Spain had been preferved, the Palatine was totally difpoffeffed of all his patrimo· 
nial dominions. 

THE Englifh nation, however, and J a me s's wailike council, were not difcou. Mansfeldt'• 

raged. It was frill determined to re-conquer the Palatinate; a ftate Lying in the expedition. 

tnidft of Germany, poffeffed entirely by the Emperor and Bavaria, furrounded 
by potent enemies, and cut of from all communication with England. Count 
Mansfeldt was taken into pay ; and an Englifh army of 12,ooo foot and 200 

horfe was levied by a general prefs throughout the kingdom. During the nego-
ttatwn ith France, vaft pron1ifes had been made, tho' in general te.t:ms, by the 
French minifrry; not only, that' a free paffage ib.:~uld be granted to the Engliili 
troops, but alfo that powerful fuccours fhouJd join them in their march towards 
the Palatinate. In England, all tliefe profeffions were haftily interpreted to be 
pofitive engagements. The troops, under Mansfeldt's command were embarked 
at Dover; but upon failing over to Calais, found no orders yet arrived for their December. 

admiffion. After waiting in vain for fome time, they were obliged to fail to-
wards Zealand ; where no proper meafures were yet concerted for their difem
barkation ; and fame fcruples arofe among the ftates on account of the fcarcity of 
provifions. Mean while, a peftilential diftemper crept in among the Englifh 16251 
forces, fo long cooped up in narrow veifels. Half the army died while on board ; 
and the other half, weakened by ficknefs, appeared too fmall a body to march 
into the Palatinate :1:· And thus ended this ill-concerted and fruitlefs expedition; 
the only difafl:er, which happened t0 England, during the profperous and pacific 
reign of J ames. 

THAT reign was now drawing towards a conclufion. With peace, fo fuc
cefifully cultivated, and fo paffionately loved br this monarch, his life alfo 
terminated. This fpring, he was feized with a :ertian ague; and, when en
couraged by his courtiers with the common proverJ, that this diftemper, du~ing 
that feafon, was health for a king, he replied, that the proverb was meant of 
a young king. After fome fits, he found himfelf extremely weakened, and fent 
for the Prince; w horn he exhorted to bear a tender affeCtion for his wife, but to 
preferve a conftancy in religion; to protect the Church of England ; and to ex-

• Rufhwo th, vol. i. p. 7 4· t Ruihworth, vol. i. F• I 5 I. :t Frank.lyn, p. 104. 

Rulhworth, vol. i. p. 15 4· Dudgale, p. 24. 

VoL. V. tend 



to6 I-I I S T 0 R Y oF G R EAT B l I 1 A I N. 

Chap. v. tend his care towards the unhappy family of the Ptlla:ire *. With decency and 
1625. courage he prepared himfelf for his end ; and he exp1rei on the 27th of March, 

~~ath of the after a ;eian over England of twenty-two years and a fe~ days ; and in the fifty
K.ng. ninth yearbof his age. His reign over Scotland was almoft of equll duration with 

his life. 
lli1> charatter. N 0 prince, K> little enterprizing and fa inoffenfive, vas ever fo much expo fed 

to the oppofite extremes of calumny and flattery, of faqre and panegyric. And 
the factions, which began in his time, being fiill continued, have made his cha
raCter be as much difputed to this day, as is commonly dat of princes who are our 
contemporaries. Many virtues, however, it muft be ovned he was poffeffed of; 
but no one of them pure, or free from the contagion of the neighbouring vices. 
His generofity bordered on profufion, his learning on pedantry, his pacific difpo
fition on pufillanimity, his wifdom on cunning, his friendfhip on light fancy and 
boyifh fondnefs. W bile he imagined that he was only rraintaining his own autho
rity, he may perhaps be fufpected, in fon1e of his actions, and fti1l more of his 
pretenfions, to h1ve encroached on the liberties of his 2eople : While he endea
voured, by an exacr neutrality, to acquire the good will of all his neighbours, he 
was able to preferV'e fully the efteem and regard of none. His capacity was con
fiderable; but fitter to difcourfe on general maxims tha1 to conduct any intricate 
bufinefs: His intentions were juft; but more adapted to the conduCt of private life, 
than to the government of kingdoms. Aukward in hs perfon, an~ ungainly in 
his manners, he was ill qualified to command refpeCt; partial and undifcerning in 
his affeCtions, he was little fitted to acquire general love. Of a fl eble temper 
more than of a frail judgment: Expofed to our ridicule from his vanity; but 
exempt from our hatred by his freedom from pride and 'rrogance .... And upon the 
whole, it may be pronounced of h:s character, that all his qualities were fullied 
with weaknefs, and embellifhed by humanity. Political courage he certainly was 
devoid of; and from thence chiefly is derived the firon~ prejudice which prevails 
againft his perfonal bravery: An inference, however, vvhich muft be owned from 
general experience, to be extremely fallacious. 

HE was on:y once married, to Anne of Denmark, who died on the 3d of 
March 16 I 9, in the forty fifth year of her age; a v-oman eminent neither for 
her vices nor her virtues. She loved expenfive amufements and fhows; but 
poifdfed no tafte in h~r pleafures. A great comet appeared about the time of her 
death ; and the vulgar efteemed it the forerunner of tt.at event. So confiderable 
in their eyes are even the moft infignificant princes. 

HE left only one fon, Charles, then in the twenty-fifth year of his age; and 
one daughter, Elizabeth, married to the Elector Palatine. She was aged twenty
nine years. Thofe alone remained of fix legitimate c:1ildren born to him. He 

•· Ru!hwonh, vol. i. p. 1 55· 
never 
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never had any illegitimate; and he never difcovered any tendency, even the 
fmalleft, towarl s a pafiion for any miftrefs. 

THE Archbifhops of Canterbury during this reign were, Whytgift, who died 
in 1604; Bancroft, in . t6 1 o; Abbot, who furvived the King. The chancel
lors, Lord Ellefmore, who refigned in 16 I 7; Bacon was firft Lord keeper till 
1619, then was created chancellor, and was difplaced in I 62 I ; Williams, 
bifhop of Lincoln, was created Lord keeper il) his place. The high treafurers were 
the Earl of Dorfet, who died in t6og; the Earl of Salifbury, in 1612 ; the Earl 
of Suffolk, fined and difplaced for bribery in I 618 ; Lord Mandeville, refigned 
in 1 621 ; Earl of Middlefex, difplaced in I 624; the Earl of Marlborough fuc
ceeded. The Lord admirals were, the Earl of Nottingham, who refigned in 
1618 ; the Earl, afterwards Duke of Buckingham. The fecretaries of ftate were 
the Earl of Salifbury, Sir Ralph Winwood, Nanton, Calvert, Lord Conway, 

. Sir Albertus Moreton. 

THE numbers of the houfe of lords, in the firft parliament of this reign, be
fide the biihops, were feventy-eight temporal peers. The numbers in the firft 
parliament of Charles were ninety-feven. Confequent1y J ames, during that pe
riod, created nineteen new peerages above thofe that expired. 

THE houfe of comn1ons, in the firft parliament of this reign, confifted of four 
hundred and fixty-feven members. It appears, that four burroughs revived their 
charters, wHich they had formerly negleeted. And as the firft parliament of 
Charles confifted of four hunared and ninety-four members, we. may infer that 
J ames erected ten new burroughs. 

p 2 APPEND! r 

Chap. V. 
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A p p E D X 

T 0 THE 

E G of JAM E S I.* 

Civil gover.nment rJ England durh1g this period.-Ecclejajlical govern
tnent.-Manners.-Ft'tzances.-Navy.-Comtner,e.-Manu
jaC!ures.-Co!ont"es.-Le,~rning and arts. 

T may not he improper, at this period, to make a paufe; "'.nd take a fu,vey 
of the ftate of the kingdom, with regard to government, manners, fin ances, 

arms, trade, learning. Where a juft notion is not formed of thefe particulars, 
hifrory can be very little infiructive, and often will not be inreUigi'bk:-

c 
. . 

1 
\V E may fafely pronounce, that the Eoglifh government, at the acccffion of the 

tV I govern-
ment of Eng- ScottiG1 li-ne, was much more arbitrary, than it is at prefent, the prorogative 1efs 
l and. limited, the liberties of the fubjeCl: lefs accurately defined and fecured. Vvithout 

mentioning other particulars, the courts alone of high commi ffion and ftar-cham· 
ber were fufficient to lay the whole kingdom at the mercy of the prince. 

THE court of high commiilion had been erected by E lizabeth, in confequence of 
an aCt of parliament, paffed at the begin ning of her reign : By this aCt, it was 
thought proper, during the great revolution of rtligion, to arm the fovereign with 
full powers, in order to difcourage and fupprefs oppofition. All appeals from the 
inferior ecclefhftical courts were carried before the high commiffion; and, of con
fequence, the whole life and dof.trine of the clergy lay directly under its infpeB:ion. 
Every breach of the aB: of uniformity, every refufal of the ceremonies, was cog
nizable in this court ; and, during the reign of Elizabeth, had been punifhed 
by deprivation, by fines, confifcations, and imprifonment. James contented 
himfelf with the gen 'er penalty of deprivation ; nor was that puni!hment infiift .. 

This h iftory of the houfe ~f Stuart was written and pub1iilied by the Author before the hiftory of 

the houfe of Tudor. .~ence 1t happens that fome p~ffages,. particularly in the prefent Append;x, 
may feem to be repetitions of what was formerly del1vered m the reign of Elizabeth. The Author, 
in order to obviate this objeCtion, has cancelled fome few paffages in the foreg oing chapters. 

3 td 
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ed with rigour on every offender t. All the catholics too were liable to be pu- Appendix. 

niihed by this court, if they exercifed any aB: of their religion, or were any way 
aB:ive in fending abroad their children or other relations, to receive that 'educa-
tion, which they could not procure them in their own country. Popifh priefh 
were thrown into prifon, and might be delivered over to the law,. which punifhed 
them with death; tho' that feverity had been fparingly exercifed by Elizabeth, 
and never almoft: by James. In fhort, that liberty of confcience, which we fo 
high ly and fo jufrly value at prefent, was totally fuppreffed; and no exercife of 
any religion, but the eftablifhed, was permitted throughout the kingdom. Any 
word or writing, which tended towards herefy or fchifm or [edition, was punifh-
able by the high commiffioners or any three of them : They alone were judges 
what expreffions hatl th:.c tendency : They proceeded not by information, but upon 
rumour, fufpicion, or according to their own fancy : They adminiftered an oath, 
by which the party cited before them, was bound to anfwer any quefrion, which , 
fuou1d be propounded to him: Whoever refufed this oath, tho' on pretence that 
he might th reby be brought to accufe himfelf or his deareft friend, was punifh. 
a le by imprifonment: And in iliort, an inquifitorial tribunal, with all its terrors 
and iniquitie , was erected in the kingdom. Full difcretionary powers were be
flowed with regard to the inquiry, trial, fentence, and penalty inflicted ; except-: 
ing only that corporal punifhments were re!l:rained by that patent of the prince,. 
which erected that court, not by the aB: of parliament, which empowered him .. 
By rea!on of the uncertain limits, which feparate ecclefiaftical from ci vi I caufes, 
all accufations of adultery and inceft were tried by the court of high commiffion; 
and every complaint of wives againft their hu:fbands was there examined and dif
cuff~.:d :1:· On like pretences, every caufe, which regarded confcience, that is,. 
every caufe, could have been brought under their jurifdiB:ion. 

BuT there was a fufficient reafon, why the King would not be felicitous to 
ftretch the jurifdiction of this court: The ftar-chamber poifdfea the fame authority 
in civil tnatters; and its metho s of proceeding were equally arbitrary and unli
mited. The origin of this court was derived from the moft remote antiquity ll ; 
tho', it is pretended, that its power had been firH: carried to the utmofl: height by 
l{enry V H. In all tin1es, however, 'tis confeifed, it enjoyed authority ; and at 

t Archbifhop Spotfwood tells us, that he was informed by Bancrofr, feveral years after the King's 
acceffion, that not above 45 clergymen had been deprived. 

t Rymer, tom. xvii. p • .zoo. 
1\ Rufhw. vol. ii. p. 473· In Chambers's cafe it was the unanimou! opinion of all the court of 

King's Bench, that tlie court of Star-chamber was not derived from the ftatute of Henry VII: but . 

was a court many years before, and one of the moll: high and honourable courts of jutlice. See Croke's· 

ep. Term. Mi,h. s Car. I. See farther Camden's Britt. vol. i. lntrod. P· 254· Edit. of Gibfon •. 

no 
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. 2\pp ~ ndix. no time wa<J its authority circumfcribed, or method of proceeding dfrettea, by 

.any precife law or ftatute. 
. WE have had already~ or .ll1all have fufficient occaoon, during the courfe of this 
hifl:ory, to mention the difpenong power, the power of im_Prifonm.ent, of exact
ing forced loans * and benevolence, of preffing and quartenng fold1ers,. of alre~
ing the cull:oms, of erecting monopolies. Thefe branches of power, tf not dt
recdy oppofite to the principles of all free government, muft, at leaft, be acknow
leged dangerous to freedom in a menarchial conftitution ; where an eternal jea
loufy muft be preferved againf'c the fovereign, and no difcretionary powers muft 
ever be entrufted to him, by which the property or perfonal1iberty of any fubjetl: 
can be affected. The kings of England, however, had almoft conftantly exer
cifed thefe powers; and it~ on any occafion, the prince had been obliged to fub
.Init to laws enaB:ed againft them, he had ever, in praB:ice, eluded thefe laws, 
nnd returned to the fame arbitrary adminiftration. During more th~n a century 
before the acceffion of James, the regal authority, in almoft all thefe particulars, 
had never once been called in queftion. 

WE may alf<> obferve, that the principles in general, ~·hich prevailed during 
that age, were fo favourable to monarchy, that they beftowed on it an authority 
almoft abfolute and unlimited, fac:red and indefeizable. • 

THE meetings of parliament were fo precarious; their feffions fo fhort, compa
red to the vacations; that, when men's eyes were turned upwards in fearch of 
fovereign power, the prince alone was apt to ftrike them as the only permanent 
1nagiftrate, inveO:ed with the whole majefty and authority of the ftate. The great 
complaifance too of parliaments, during fo long a period, had extremely degraded 
and obfcured thofe alfemblies; and as all inftances of oppofition to prerogative 
n1uft have been drawn from a remote age, they were unknown to a great many, 
and had the lefs authority even with thofe, who were acquainted with them. 
Thefe examples, befides, of liberty, had commonly been accompanied with fuch 
circumftances of violence, convulfion, civil war, and diforder, that they pre
fented but a difagreeable idea to the inquifitive part of the people, and afforded 
fmall inducement to renew fuch difmal fcenes. By a great many, therefore, mo
narchy, fimple and unmixed, was conceived to be the government of Eno-land. 

b ' 
and thofe popular aifemblies were fuppofed to forn1 only the ornament of the fa-
bric, without being, in any degree, effential to its being and exiftence t. The 

prerogative 

• During the two laft centurie~, no reign had paffed without fome forced loans from the fubjetl. 

" t " ].\~onarc.hie~," ac~ording to Sir Waiter Raleigh, " are of two forts, touching their power or 
authomy, <Vtz. I. Enttre, where the whole power of ordering all fl:ate-matters, both in peace and 

" war, doth, by law and cuftom, appertain to the prince, as in the Engli!h kingdom . where the 

'" prince bath the power to make laws, league and war; to create magiftrates; to pard,on life ; of 

" appeal, 
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prerogative of the crown was reprefented by lawyers as fomething real and dura- Appendix. 

ble; like thofe eternal effences of the fchools, which no time nor force could 
alter. 

u appeal, &c. Tho', to give a contentment to the other degrees, they have a fuffrage in making 
" laws, yet ever fubjett to the prince's pleafure and negative will.- 2. Limited or refirained, that 
" bath no full power in all the points and matters of fiate, as the military king, that bath not the 
" fovereignty in time of peace, as the making of lnvs, &c. but in war only, as the Eolonian king. 
u ll!a ;ims of State.'' 

And a little after, " In every jufi !late, fome part of the government is, or ought to be, imparted 
'" to the people, as in a kingdom, a voice and fuffrage in making laws; and fometimes alfo of le
" V} ing of arms (if the char-ge be great, and the prince forced to borrow help of his fubjetls) the 
'' matter rightly may be propounded to a parliament, that the tax may fiem to have proceeded from 
" themfdves. So oonfultations and fome proceed ings in judicial matters may, in part, be referred 
" to them. The reafon, left, feeing themfelves to be in no numBer nor of reckoning, they miflike 
" the fi~te or government.'' This way of reafoning differs little from that of the king, who confi
dt:red the privileges of the parliament as matters of grace and indulgence, more than of inheritance. 
'Tis remarkable, that Raleigh was thought to lean towards the puritanical party, notw.ithfianding 
thefe pofit:ons. But ideas-of government change much in different times. 

Raleigh's fentiments on this head are fiill more openly expreffed, in his Prerogatirve of farlia111entJ, 

a work not publiihed till after his death. 'Tis a dialogue between a courtier or counfellor and a coun

try juftice of peace, who reprefents the patriot party, and defends the higheft notions of liberty, which 
the principles of that age would bear. Here is a paffage of it : " Counfel or. That which is done by 
'"' the king, with the advice of his private or pri~.-y council, is done by the king's abfoJute power. 
" Jujlice. And by whofe power is it done in parliament but by the king's abfolute power? Miftake 

" it not, my lord: The three e!btes do but advife as the privy council cloth; which advice, if the 
" king embrace, it becomes the king's own atl. in the one, and the king's law in the other, f.:ic. '' 

The Earl of Clare, in a private letter to his fon-in-law Sir Thomas Wentworth, afte1 wards Earl 
of Strafford, thus expreffcs himfelf. '' We live under a prerogative-government, where book-law 
'" fubmits to lex loque11s." He fpoke from his own, and all his anceftors, experience. There was 
no fingle infiance of power which a king of England might no~, at that time, exert, o6 pretence of 
neceffity or expediency: The con inuance alone or frequent repetition of arbitrary adminifiration 
might prove d mgerous, for want of force to fupport it. 'Tis remarkable that this letter of the Earl 
of Clare was wrote in the fi r fi year of Charle:/s reign; and confeq uc r. tly muft be meant of the general 
genius of the government, not the fr illt or temper of the mona·ch. See StrafFord's letters, vol. r-. 
p. 32· from another letter in the fame colleB:ion, vol. 1. p. 10. it appears, that the council fame .. 
time-~ ailumed the power of_fcrb;dd ing perfons, dJfagreeable to the court, to ftand in the- elt-B:ions. 
This authority they could exeit in fornc inilauces, but we are not thence to infer, that they could ihut· 
the door of that houfe to every one who was not acceptable to them. The genius of the ancien t 
government repofed more truft in the king, than to entercain any fuch fufpicion, and it allowed fcat
tered inilances, of fuch a kind as would have been totally deftruetive of the confiitution, had the 
been continued without interruption. 

I have not met with any Englifu writer of that age, who fpeaks of England as a limited monarchy 
out as an abfolute one, where the people have many privileges. That is no contraditl.ion. In all 
European monarchies, the people have privileges; but whether dependant or independant on the will 
of the monarch, is a quefii.on, that, in moft governments, it is beft to forbear. Surely that queilion 
was not determined, before the age of James. The rifing fpirit of the parliament, together with 
that King's love of general fpeculative principles, brought it from its obfcurity, and made it be corn- · 

mon1 r 
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t 11 HISTORY or GREA1' BRITAIN. 

alter. Tlie fan eH on of religion, was, by divines, called in aid; and the !Vfonarch 
ofhelven was fuppofed to be interefled in fupporting the authority. of his earthly 
vicegerent. J\.nd tho' thefe doB:rines were perhaps more openly wculcated and 
m

1
)re ftrenuouny infifted on during the reign of the Stuarts, they were not then 

invented; and were only found by the court to be n1ore necefrtry at that period, 
by reafon of the oppofite doCtrines, which began to be promulgated by the puri-

tanical party *. 
IN confequence of thefe exalted ideas of kingly authority, the prerogative, be

fide the inftances of jurifdiction, founded on precedent, was, by many, fuppofed 
to poffefs an inexhauftible fund of latent powers, which might be exerted on any 
emergence. In every government, neceffity, when real, fuperfedes all laws, and 
le\els all limitations: But, in the Englifh government, convenit nce alone was 
co:1ceived to authorize any extraordinary act of regal power, and to render it ob
ligatory on the people. Hence the firiB: obedience required to proclamations, 
during all periods of the Engli!h hiftory; and, if J ames has incurred blame on 
account of his edicts, 'tis only becaufe he iffued them at a ttme, when they began 
to be lefs regarded, not becaufe he firft a!fumed or extended to an unufual degree 
that exercife of authority. Of his maxims in a parallel cafe, the following is a 
prttty remarkable inftance. 

monly can~affed. The ftrongeft teftimony, which I remember from a writer of James's age, in fa
votr of Englifh liberty, is in Cardinal Bentivoglio, a foreigner, whlJ mentions the Englifh government 
as fimilar to ·that of the low-country provinces under their princes, rather than to that of France or 
Sptin. Englifhmen were not fo fenfible that their prince was limited, becaufe they were fenfible, 
that no individual had any full fecurity againft a ftretch of prerogative: But for..ignerE, by compari
fon, could perceive, that thefe ftretches, were, at that time, from cuftom or other caufes, lefs frequent 
in lngland than in other monarchief. Philip de Comir:es too remarked the Englifh conftitution, to 
be more popular in his time than that of France: But in a paper, wrote by a patriot in 1627, it is 
renarked, that the freedom of fpeech in parliament had been loft in England, fince the days of Cc
miles. See Franklyn, p. 238'. 

" Paffive obedience is exprdly and zealoufly inculcated in the homilies, corn ... ofed and publifhed by 
au~hority, in the reign of ~een Elizabeth. The convocation, which met in the very firfi year of 
the King's reign, vote~ as high monarchical principle£ as are contained in the decrees of the univerfity 
<>f Oxford, voted dunng the rule of the tories. Thefe principles, fo far from being deemed a no~ 
ve~ty, introduced by King James's influence, paffed fo fmoothly, that no hifiorian has taken notice of 
the~: They wer~ never the ~ubjeCl: of co~troverfy, or difpute, or di[courfe; and it is only by means 
<>fbdhop Overall s Convocatwn-book, pnnted near 70 years after, that we are acquainted with them. 
Would James, who was fo cautious, and even timid, have ventured to begin his reign with a bold 
ftroke, which would have given juH: ground of jcaloufy to his fubjech? It appears, from that mo~ 
narch's Bafilkon Doron, written while he was in Scotland, that the republican ideas of the origin of 
power from the people, were, at that time, efieemed puritanic 1 novelties. The patriarchal fche 
'ti! remarkable, is inculcated in thofe votes of che convocation preferved by Overall; nor was Fil:;; 
the firft inventor of thofe abfurd notions. 

QyEEN 



1 

uEEN Eliz htth had appointed commiffioner. for the infpeclion of pr:fons, A p nd~ •. 

and had be ·owed m them full difcretionary powers to adjuft a 1 oiffi rences be1we n 
prifoners and their creditors, to compound debts, and to give liberty tc fuc 
debto:·s as they found hondt, and incapable of making full payment. .Fron th 
uncertain and tH'.defined natu ·e of the Engliili confritution, doubts fprang op in 

11any, that this commiffion was contrary to law; and it was reprefented in that 
hght to J ames. He forbore therefore to renew the commiffion, t ll the fifteenth 
of his reign; when complaints rofe fo high, with regard to the abufes pr£tifed 
in prifons, that he thought himfelf obliged to overcome his fcruples, and 1o ap-
point new commiffioners, invdled with the fame difcretionary powers, ~hich 
Elizabeth had formerly conferred*. 

UPON the whole, we muft conceive that monarchy, on the acceffion cf the 
houfe o'f Stuart, was poffeifed cf a very extenfive authority: An authority, in the 
judgment of all, not exaCtly limited; in the judgment of fome, not lim.table. 
But, at the fame time, this authority was founded merely on the opinion )f the 
people, infiuencea ny antient precedent and example. It was not fupported either 
by money or by force of arms. And, for this reafon, we need not wonde.·, that 
the princes of that line were fo extremely jealous of their prerogative; being 
fenfible, that, when thofe claims were ravifhed from them, they polfeifed ne influ
ence, by which they could maintain their dignity. By the changes, whid have 
ftnce been introduced, the liberty and independance of individuals has bem ren
dered much more ull, in tire, and fecure; that pf tfie public more uncertain and 

precarious. 

WE have had occaGon to remark, in !o many inftances, the bigotry, which Ecclefiafl:ical 

prevailed in that age, that we can look for no toleration among the differen: fetl:s. government. 

Two arians, under die title of heretics, were punifhed with fire during this pe-
riod ; and no one reign, fince the reformation, had been free from like barbari-
ties. Stowe fays, that thefe arians were offered their pardon at the ll:ake, if they 
would merit it by a recantation. A madman, who called himfelf the Holy Ghoft, 
was, without any indulgence for his frenzy, condemned to the fame punifament. 
Twenty pounds a month, by law, could be levied from every one, w}1o fre· 
quented not the eftablifhed worfhip. 'Fhis rigorous law, however, had :>ne in-
dulgent c1aufe, that the fines exaCted fhould not exceed two thirds of the yearly 
income of the perfon. It had been ufual for Elizabeth to allow thofe pendties to 
run on for feveral years ; and to levy them all at once, to the utter ruin cf fuch 
catholics, as had incurred her difpleafure. J ames was more humane in lliis, as 
in every other refpeB:. The puritans formed a feet, which fecretly lurked in the 
church, but pretended not to any feparate worfhip or difcipline. An att<mpt of 

_ Rymer1 tom. xviii. p. JJ7, 594• 
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that kind would have been univerfally regarded as the moft unpardonabl: enor
n1ity. And had the King been difpofed to gr.ant the puritan.s. a full tol:ratiOn for 
a feparate exercife of their Feligion, it is certa1~, frot~ the fptnt of the times, that 
that feet itfelf would have defpifed and hated htm for 1t, and would have reproa:h
ed him with hlkewarmnefs and indiff.::rence in the caufe of religion. !h~y main
tained, that they themfelves were the only pure church; that their pnne1ples and 
practices ought to be eftablilhed by law; and that n~ ~ther~ ought to. be .tolerated. 
It may be queltioned, therefore, whether the admmt~ratton at thts ttme ~ould 
with propriety deferve the appellation of perfecutors w1th regard to the puntans. 
Such of the clergy as refufed to comply with the legal creremonies were indeed 
deprived o£ their livings, and fometimes were otherwife punifhed : And ought 
any 111an · to accept of an office or benefice in an eftablifhment, while he decline3 
compliance with the hxed and known rules of that dl:ablifhment? But puritans 
were never punifhed for frequenting feparate congregations; becaufe there were 
none fuch in the kingdom; and no proteftant ever affumed or pretended to the 
right of erectin·g them. Even the greateft well-wiihers of the puritanical feet would 
have condemned a practice, which in that age was univerfally regarded as fub
verfive of civil fociety *. And nothing but the imputation of idolatry, which was 
thrown on the catholic religion, could juftify in their eyes the feparation made 
by the hugonots and other proteftants, who lived in po.pifh countries. 

THE liberty of the prefs was incompatible with fuch tnaxims and fuch prin· 
ciples of government, and was therefore quite unknown in that age. Befides em
ploying the two terrible courts of ftar-chamber and high commiffion, whofe power 
was unlimited; ~een Elizabeth exerted her authority by reftraints upon the 
prefs. She paffed a decree in her court of ftar-chamber, that is, by her own 
will and pleafure, forbidding any book to be printed in any place but in Lon- , 
don, Oxford, and Cambridge t: And another, in which fhe prohibited, under 
fevere penalties, the publifhing any book or pamphlet againfl the form or mean
ing of any reftrainl or ordinance, contained or to be contained, in any flatute or laws 
of this realm, or in any injunction made or Jet forth by her Majejly or her privy coun
cil, or againft the true fenfe or meaning of any letters patent, commiffions or prohi ... 
bitz'ons under the great feal of England :f:. J ames extended the fame penalties eo 
the importing fuch books from abroad u. And to render thofe ediCts more ef
feCl:ual, he afterwards inhibited the printing any book without a permiffion from 
the Archbilhop of Canterbury, the Archbilhop of York, the biihop of Loncion, 

• Even fo great a philofopher as lord Bacon, thought that uniformity in religion was nece1fary to 
the fupport of government, and that no toleration ought to be given to feCl:aries. See his Efiay De 
U11itate Ecclejice. 

t 28th .ofEliz. See State-trials: Sir Robert Knightley, vol. 7· edit. 1. t Rymer, tom. 
xvii. p. szz. W Id. ibid. 
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or the vice chancellor of one of the univerfities, or of fome perfon appointed by Appendix. 
them*. 

THE manners of the nation were agreeable to the monarchical government, Manners.. 
which prevailed; and contained not that ftrange mixture, which, at prefent, di .. 
ftinguifhes England from all other countries. Such violent extremes were then 
unknown, of induftry and debauchery, frugality and profu!lon, civility and ruf-
ticity, fanaticifm and fcepticifm. Candour, fincerity, modefty are the only qua-
lities, which the Englifh of that age poffeffed in common with the prefent. 

HIGH pride of family then prevailed; and it was by a dignity and ftatelinefs 
of behaviour, that the gentry and nobility diftinguilhed themfelves from the com
mon people. Great riches, acquired by commerce, were more rare, and had not, 
as yet, been able to confound all ranks of men, and render money the chief foun
dation of diftinttion. Much ceremony took place in the common intercourfe of 
life, and little familiarity was indulged by the great. The advantages, which 
refult from opulence, are fo folid and real, that thofe poffeffed of them need not 
dread the near approaches of their inferiors. The diftinfrions of birth and title, 
being more empty and imaginary, foon vanilh upon familiar .accefs, and .ac
quaintance. 

THE expences of the great confifted in pomp and !how and a numerous retinue, 
rather than in convenience and true pleafure. The Earl of Nottingham, in l"Ms 
embaffy to Spain, was attended with soo perfons: The Earl of Hertford, in that 
to Bruffels, carried 300 gentlemen along with him. Lord Bacon has remarked, 
that the Englifh nobility in his time maintained a larger retinue of fervants than 1 

the nobility of any other nation, except perhaps the Polanders t. 
CIVIL honours, which now hold the firft place, were, at that time, fubordi

nate to the military. . The young gentry and nobility were fond of diftinguilhing 
themfelves by arms. The fury of duels too prevailed more than at any time be
fore or fincc :f:. This was the turn, that the romantic chivalry, for which the 
nation was formerly fo renowned, had lately taken. 

LIBERTY of commerce between the fexes was indulged; but without any licen
tioufnefs of manners. The court was very little an exception to this obfervation. 
James had rather entertained an aver!ion and contempt for the females; nor ·.vere 
thofe young courtiers, of whom he was fo fond, able to break thro' the eftablifhed 

- manners of tht nation. 

TJI E country life prevails at prefent in England beyond any C~.lltivated nation 
of Europe; but it was then much more generaJly embraced by all the gentry. 
The increafe of arts, pleafures, and focial commer e, was jufi beginning t0 pro· 

• Rymer, tom. xviL p. 616. t Eflays de Prof. Fin. Imp. 
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duce an inclination for the fofter and more civilized life of the city. James di ~ 
couraged, as much as poffible, this alteration of manners. " He was wont to be 
" very earneft," as Lord Bacon tells us, " with .the country gentlemen to go from 
" London to their country-feats. And fomeumes he would fay thus to them :
'' Gentlemen, at London, you are like Jhips in a fta, whic~ Jhow like nothing; but, 

" ilt yourcountry.'f.:il!ages,you are like /hips in a river, wbi(h look like great thingst., 

liE was not contented with reproof and exhortation. As ~een Elizabeth· 
had perceived, with regret, the increa(e of London, and had reftrained all new 

uildino-s by nroclamation ; James, who found that thefe edi-:1s were not exatl:ly 
o r 

obeyed, freg entl y rene\ved them ; tho' a firiCl: execution fee m fl:iH to have been 
wanting. eiterated proclamations he alfo iffued, in imitation of his predece!for; 
containing fe ere menaces againft the gentry, who lived in town t· This 

olicy is contrary to that, which has ever been prJCl:i!ed by all prince~, \\ ho ftudied 
he increafe of th ir authority. To allure the nobility to court; to engage them 

in expenfive pl afures or emp oyments, which diffipate their fortune; to increafe 
their fubje ion to minifters by attendance; to weaken their authority in the pro
vinces by ab~ nee: Thefe h ve been the common arts of arbitrary government. 
But J ames had no money to fupport a fplendid court, or beftow 011 a numerous 
retinue of gentry and nobility. He thought too, that, by their living together, 
ihey became more fenfible of their own ftrength, and wer~ apt to indulge too cu
rious refearches into matters of government. To remedy the prefent evil, he was 
defirous of difperfing them into their country feats; where, he hoped, they would 
bear a more fubmiffive reverence to his authority, and receive lefs fuppor~ from 
each other. But the contrary effeCt foon followed. The riches, amaffed, during 
their refidence at home, rendered them independant. The influence, acquired by 
hofpitality, made them formidable. They would not be led by the court: They· 
could not be driven: And thus the fyftem of the Englifh government received a 
total and a fudden alteration in the courfe of lefs than forty years. 

THE firft rife of commerce and the arts had contributed, in preceding reigns, 
to fcatter thofe immenfe fortunes of the barons, which rendered then1 fo formidable· 
both to King and people. The farther progrefs of thefe advantages began, durino
this reign, to rui.n the fmall proprietors of land U; and, by both events, the gentry: 
or that rank wh1ch compofed the houfe of commons, enlarged their power and 
authority. The early improvements in luxury were feized by the greater nobles, 
whofe fortunes, placing them above frugality, or even calculation, were foon dif
fipated in expenfive pleaft res. Thefe improvements . reached at !aft all men of 
property ; and thofe of fiend er fortunes, who, at that tin1e, were often men of fa-

ily, imitating thofe of a r~nk immediately above them,. reduced themfelves eo 

· Apophthegms. t Rymer, tom. xvii. p. 63 ~. 
. . 

[ Cabbala, p. 22f. ·firft edit. 
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> verty. Thei-r lands, coming to fa.le, fwelled tHe ~frates of tfiofe, who poffe!fed Appendix. 
riches fufficient for the fafhionable expences; but who were not exempted fron1 
fome care and attention to their domefric oeconomy. 

THE gentry al o of tha~ age were engaged in no expence, except tna of coun
try hofritality. No taxes were levied, no wars waged, no attendance at court· 
expeCted, no bribery or profufion required at elections •. Could human nature 
ever reach happinefs, the condition of the Englifh gentry, under fo mild and be-
.nign a prince, might merit that appellation. 

1"'H E condition of the King's revenue, as it ftood in I 6 17, is thus fiated t. p· 

f 1 
' S d b 11. d . . 1nances. 

0 crown ancs, o,ooo poun s a year; ~ cunoms an new unpofinons, near 
190,000; by wards and other various branches of revenue, befide purveyance, 
x8o,ooo. The whole amounting to 4 so,oco. The Ring's ordinary aifburfe-
n1ents, 5y the fame account, is faid to exceed this fum thirty-fix thoufand pounds :k· 
All the extraordinary funis, which he had raifed by fubfidies, loans, fale of lands, 
fale of the title of baronet, money paid by the fi:ates and by the King of France, 
benevolences, f3c. were, in the whole, about tWO millions,- tWO hundrea thoufan(i 
p,ounds. Of which the fale of lands afforded feven hundred and feventy-five thou .. · 
:fand poun c~s. The extraordinary difbur(ements of the King amounted to t\\ o mil-
lions; befid"e above four hundred thoufand pounds given in prefents. lJpon the 
\\hole, a fufficient reafon appears, partly from neceffary expences, partly fro . 

r.,r nt of oetonomy, why the King, even early in hi5 reign, was very deeply in 
volved in debt, and found great difficulty to fupport the government. 

FARMERS, not commiffioners, levied the cufl:oms. It feems, indeed, requifite, . 
that the former method ihould always be tried before the latter; tho' a preferable 
one. "\Vhen men's own interefi is concerned, they fall upon an Hundred expedi
ents to prevent frauds in the merchants ; and thefe the public may afterwards imi-
.\te, in eftablifhing p oper rules for its officers. · 

THE cuftoms were fuppofed to amount to five per cent. of the value, and were 
levied upon exports, as well as imports. Nay, the impofition upon exports, by 
James's arbitrary additions, . is faid to amount, in fome few infi:ances, to twenty
five per cent. This praCtice, fo hurtful to indufl:ry, prevails ftill in France, Spain, 
and mo!l: countries of Europe. '"fhe cufi:oms in 1604, yielded I 27,000 pouods 
a year U : They rofe to 1 6o,ooo pounds towards the end of the reign §. 

• Men feem then to have been ambitious of reprefenting the countie~, but carelefs of the borougha. 
A feat, in the houfe was, in itfelf, of fmall importance: But the former became a point of honour 
among the gentlemen. Journ. 10. Feb. t6zo. Towns, . which had formerly negleeted their right of 

fending members, now began to claim it. Journ. z6 Feb. 1623. 
t See abihaCl, or brief declaration of his Majcfty's revenue, with the a.ffignations and uefalcations 

pon the fame. · 
t The excefs was formerly greater, as appears by Sali!bury's account. See chap. :z. 
U Journ. z1 of May, 6o4- § Id. 31 May, 1621. -
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INT!REST durino- this rei an, was never below eight per cent: An indication 
b b • 

of the great profits and fmall progrefs of commerce. 
THE extraordinary fupplies granted by the parliament, during this whole reign, 

amounted not to more than 63o,ooo pounds; which, divided among twenty-one 
years, makes 3o,ooo pounds a-year. I do not include thofe fupplies, amounting 
to 3oo,ooo pounds, which were given the King by his laft parliament. Thefe 
were paid in to their commiffioners; and the expences of the Spanifh war were 
much more than fufficient to exhauft them. The diftreffed family of the Palatine 
was a great bur then on J ames, during part of his reign. The King, it muft 
be owned, poffeifed not frugality, proportioned to the extreme narrownefs of his 
revenue. Splendid equipages, however, he did not affect, nor coftly furniture, 
nor a luxurious table,. nor prodigal miftreffes. His buildings too were not fump· 
tuous; tho' the banqueting- houfe muft not be forgot, as a monument, which does 
honour to his reign. Hunting was his chief amufement, the cheapeft pleafure in 
which a king can indulge himfdf. His expences were the effects of liberality, 
rather than of luxury. 

ONE day, 'tis faid, while he was ftanding amidft fome of his courtiers, a por
ter paffed by, loaded with money, which he was carrying to the treafury. The 
King obferved, that Rich, afterwards Earl of Holland, one of his handfome agree
able favourites, whifpered fomewhat to one ftanding near him. Upon enquiry, 
he found, that Rich had faid, How happy would that money make me! Without 
hefitation, J ames be flowed it all upon him, tho' it amounted to 3000 pounds. 
He added, You think yourfelf very happy in obtaining fo lm:ge a fum; but I am more 
happy, in having an opportunity of obliging a worthy man, whom I love. The gene-
rofity of James was more the refult of a benign humour or light fancy than of 
reafon or judgment. The objects of it were fuch as could render themfel ves agree
able to him in his loofe hours; not fuch as were endowed with great merit, or 
who poffeffed talents or popularity, which could ftrengthen his intereft with rhe 
people. 

Su BSI 01 ES and fifteenths are frequently mentioned by hiftorians; but nei-ther 
the amount of thefe taxes, nor the method of impofing them, have been well ex
plained. It appears, that the fifteenths formerly correfponded to the name, 'and 
wer.e that pr~portionable part of the moveables *. But a valuation being made, _ 
dunng rhe re1gn of Edward 11 I. that valuation was a! ways .adhered to, a : d each 
town paid unalterably a particular Lm, which they themfelves affe!f~d upon the 
inhabitants. The fame tax in corporate towns was calJed a tenth . bt·canfe there 
it was, at firfl:, a tenth of the moveables. The wh- de amount of ~ tenth and fif
teenth thro' the kingdom, or a fifteenth, as it is often more concifely called, was 
about 29,000 pounds t. The amount of a fubfidy was not invariable, like that 

* Coke lnfi. bo.ok iv. cap. 1. Of fifteens, q dtzins~ t Id. fu.biidies temp 1rary. 

of 
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of a fifteenth. In the eig~1th of Elizabeth, a fubfidy amounted to 12 o,ooo Appendix. 

pounds: In the fortieth, it was not above 78,coo *. It afterwards fe.ll to 7o,ooo; 
and was continually decreafing t. The reafon is eafily colleCted from the method 
of levying it. We may ltarn from the fubfidy bills t, that one fubfidy was gi-
ven for four ihillings in the pound on land, and two fhillings and eight- pence on 
moveables throughout the counties; a conQderable tax, had it been fhictly levied. 
But this was only the antient fiate of a fubfidy. During-the reign of J.tmes, 
there was not paid the twentieth part of that fum. The tax was fo far perfonal, 
that a man paid only in the county where he lived, tho' he fnould pofiefs eftates 
in other counties; and the a.fTdfors formed a loofe efl:imation of his property, and 
rated him accordingly. To preferve, however, fome rule in the eftimation, it 
feems to have been the practice to keep an eye to former affeffments, and to rate 
every man according as his anceftors, or men of fuch an efl:imated property, were 
accuftomed to pay. This was a fufficient reafon why fubfidies could not increafe, 
notwithfranding the great increafe of money and rife of rents. But there was an 
evident reafon, why they continually decreafed. The favour, as is natural to fup-
pofe, ran always againfl: the crown; efpecially during the latter end of Elizabeth, 
when fubfidies became numerous and frequent, and the fums levied were confide-
rable, compared to former fupplies. The affeifors, tho' accuftomed to have an 
eye to antient eftimations, were not bound to obferve any fuch rule; but might 
rate an .,w any perfon, according to his prefent income. When rents fell, or parts 
of an eftate were fold off, the proprietor was fure to reprefent thefe loffes, and ob-
tain a diminution of his fubfidy; but where rents rofe, or new lands were purcha-
fed, he kept his own fecret, al!d paid no more than formerly. The advantage, 
therefore, of every change was taken againft the crown; and the crown could ob-
tain the advantage of none. And to make the matter worfe, the alterations, 
which happened in property during this age were, in general, unfavourable to the 
crown. The fmall proprietors, or twenty pot;md men, went continually to de-
cay; and when their eftates were fwallowed up by a greater, the new purchafer in-
creafed not his fubfidy. So loofe indeed is the whole method of rating fubfidies, 
that the wonder was not how the tax fhould continually diminifh; but how it 
yielded any revenue at all. It became at Iaft fo unequal and uncertain,. that the 
parliament was obliged to change it for a land tax. 

THE price of corn, during this reign, and by confequence, that of the other 
neceffaries of life, was no lower, or was rather higher, than at prefent. By a 
proclamation of J ames, eftabliihing public magazines, whenever wheat fell below 
thirty-two ihillings a quarter, rye below eighteen, barley below fixteen, the com
miffioners were impowered to purchafe corn for the magazines 11· Thefe prices 

• Journ. 11 July 161o. 
t ~ee ftatutes at large. 

t Coke's Inft. book iv. chap. 1. Subfidies $emporary. 
U Rymer, tom. xvii. p .. 5 z6. 
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then are to be regarded as low; tho' they wou d pafs for high by our prefent 
eftimation. The bdt wool, during the greateft part of James's reign, was at 
thirty-three lhillinos a cod: At prefent, it is not above two thirds of that value; 
tho' it is to be pr~fumed, that our exports in woollen goods are c?nfiderably in
creafed. The finer manufactures too, by the progrefs of art and tnduftry, have 
rather diminifhed, notwithftanding the great increafe of money. In Shakefpear, 
the hoftefs tells Fa1fi:aff,. that the fhirts fhe bought him were holland at eight 
fuillings a yard; a very high price at this day, even fuppofing, what is not pro
bable, that the beft holland at that time was equal in goodnefs to the beft whicli 
can now be purchafed. In like manner, a yard of velvet, about the midd1e of 
Elizabeth's reign, was valued at two and twenty fhillings *· 1 have not been 
.able by any enquiry to learn the common price of butcher's meat during the 
·reign of James t. But as bread is the chief article of food, and its price regu
lates that of every thing elfe, we n1ay prefume, that cattle bore a high value as 
well as corn. Befides, we muft confider, that the g neral turn of that age, whirh 
no laws could pre 'en , was the converting arable land into paflure: A certain 
proof that the later \~/as found mv- profitable, and confequently, that aH butch· 
er's meat, a well as br ad, was confiderably higher than at ptefent. \ e have 
a regulation of the mar.<et with regard to poultry and fome ot~er article!:, very 
early in Charles I's reign t; and the pri es are high. A turkey cock four !bil
lings and fixpence, a turkey hen three iliillin0 s, a pheafant cock fix !billings) a 
Fheafant hen five f11illings, a partridge one fhilling, a goofe two fhillings, a ea· 
pon two and fixpence, a pul]et one and fixpence, a rabbit eight-pence, a dozen 
()f pigeons fix fhillings 11· We muft confider, that London at prefent is more 
than three times the bulk it was at that time. A circumftance, which much in
creafes the price of poultry and of every thing that cannot conveniently be brought 
from a diftance. The chief difference in expence between that age and the prefent 
<:onfif.l:s in the imaginary wants of ll!en, which have fince extremely n1ultiplied. 
Thefe are the principal reafons, why James's revenue would go farther than the 
fame money in our time; tho' the difference is not near fo O'reat as is ufually 
imagined. b 

THE publ~c was entirely free fr,om the great danger and expence of a ftanding 
army. Whtle James was vaunting his divine vicegerency, . and boafting of an al-

•· See a compendium or dialogue inferted 1n the Memoirs of \Vool. chap. 23 . 

t The author has fmce oifcovered in Dr. Birch's Life of Prince Henry, that that Prince made an 

all.owance of near a gro~t a pound for all the beef and mutton us'd in his family. See F• 449• This 
pnce agrees very well Wlth the calculations here delivered. 

:t Rymer, tom. xix. p. 511. 

11 We may judge of the great grievance of purveyance by this circumfl:ance, that the purveyors 
e»ftcn gave but fixpence for a dozen of pigeons, and twopen~e for a fowl. 1 ourn. 2 5 May, I6z6. 
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n~oft unlimited prerogative, he poffeffed not fo much as a fingle regiment of guards Appendix. 

to maintain his extenfive claims: A fufficient proof, that he fincerely believed his 
pretenfions to be well grounded, and a fhong prefumption, that they were at leaft 
bLiilt on what were then deemed plauGble arguments. The militia of England., 
amounting to I 6o,ooo men*, were the foie defence of the kingdom. 'Tis preteRd-
ed, that they were kept in very good order during this reign i·. The city of 
London procured officers, who had ferved abr~adJ and who taught the trained 
bands their exrrcifes in artillery garden; a practice, which had been difcontinued 
fince I 58 8. AJI the counties of England, in emulation of che c8pita1, were fond 
of fhowing a well ordered and well appo!nted militia. It appe-ared, that the na-
tural propenfity or men towards military fhows and exercifes will always be fuf-
ficient, with a little attention of the fovereign, to excite and fupport this fpirit in 
any nation. The very boys, at this time, in mimickry of their elders, inlifl:ed 
themfelves voluntarily into companie~, eleCted officers, anc.l praetifed the difcip-
Jine, of which the models were every day expofed to their view :f:. Sir Edward 
Harwood, in a memorial compofed at the beginning of the fubfequent reign, 
fays, that England was fo unprovided of horfes fit for war, that 2000 men could 
not poffibly be mounted throughout the whole kingdom §. At prefent, the breed 
of horfes is fo much improved, that almofl: all thofe employed, either for the 
plough, waggon, or coach, would be fit for that purpofe. 

THE diforders of Ireland obliged J ames, to keep up fome forces there, and put 
him to a great expence. Th~ common pay of a private man in the infantry was 
eight pence a day, a lieutenant two ihillings, an enfign eighteen pence 11· The 
armies in Europe were not near fo numerous, during that age; and the private 
men, we may obferve, were drawn from a better rank than at prefent, and ap
proaching nearer to that of the officers ~. 

IN the year 15 8 3, there was a general review made of all the men in England 
capable of bearing arms; and thefe were found to amount to I,' 72,000 men, ac_ 
carding to Raleigh *~· It is impoffible to warrant the exaB:nefs of this computa
tiop; or rather, we may fairly prefume it to be fomewhat inaccurate. But if it 
approached near the truth, England has probably, fince that time, increafed much 

{ 

"" Journ. 'r. March 16z3. f Stowe. See alfo Sir \V::tlter Ralcigh of the prerogatives of 
parliament, and Johnfioni hill. I! b. I 8. 

t Stow e. § In the Harleyan mifcel'any, vel. iv. p. 2 55. 11 Rymer, tom. xvi. p. 717. 

~ In older time~, foldiers were fti :I of a higher rank. The D .. ke of Clarence, fon to Edward IJT. 
when Lord lteutenant of Ireland, had for the pay of t.is army thefe appointments. For himfelf thir
teen ihillings and four pence a-day, fo~ his knights two fuillings a piece, for his archers fix pence. 
Thi~ laft would now be equal to a crown a-day. Sir John Davies, p. 35· edit: 1745· 

** Of the invention of fr1ipping. This number is much fuperior to that contained in Murden, and 
ddivered by Sir Edward Coke to the houfe of commons; and is more likely. 

VoL. V. . R in 
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in populoufnefs. The growth of London, in riches and b.eauty, as well as num
bers of inhabitants, has been prodigious. From t6oo, 1t doubled every fort)' 
years *; and coniequently in t68o, it contained four times as many inhabitant:~ 
as at the beainning of the century. lt has ever been the center of all the trade Hl 

the kingdo~; and almoft the o.nly town which affords fociety and amufemr.nt. 
The affeCl:ion, which the Englifh bear to a country life, makes the provincial 

t
0

wns be little frequented by the gentry. Nothing but the allurements of theca

pita], which is favoured by the refidence of the king, by being the feat of govern

ment, and of all the courts of juftice, can prevail over their paffion for their ru-

ral villas. 
LoNDON, at this time, was almoft entirely built of wood, and in every refpecr~ 

was cer.tainly a very ugly city. The Earl of Arundel firft introduced the practice 

of brick buildings t. 
THE navy of England was dleemed very formidable in Elizabeth's time, yet 

it confifted only of thirty-three :hips befides pinnaces :1:: And the largeft of thefe 
would not equal our fourth rates at prefent. Raleigh advifes never to build a thip 
of war above 6oo tuns §.. James was not negligent of the navy. In five years, 

preceding 162 3, he built ten new fhips, and expended fifty thoufand pounds a 

year on the fleet, befide the value of thirty-fix thoufand pounds in timber, which 
he annually gave from the royal forefts 11· The largeft fhip that ever had come 

from the Englifh docks, was built during this reigna She was only 1400 tuns, 
and carried Gxty-four guns ~. The merchant !hips, in cafes of neceffity, were 

converted inftantly into fhips of war. The King affirmed to the parliament, that 

the navy had never before been in fo good a condition **. 
EvERy feffion of parliament, dllring this whole reign, we meet with grievous. 

lamentations of the decay of trade aHd the growth of popery:. Such violent pro• 

{'enfity have men to complain of the prefent ti1nes, and to entertain difcontents 

againft their fortune and condition. The king himfelf was deceived by thefe po
pular complaints, and was at a lofs to account for the total want of money, which 
he heard fo much exaggerated tt. It may however be affirmed, that, durina no 
preceding period of Englifh hiftory, was there a more fenfible increafe, thanb du

ting the reign of this monarch, of all the advantages, which d~fl:inguifh a fiouri1h· 

• Sir William Petty. t Sir Edward Walker's political difcourfes, p. 270. 

:t Coke's inft. book iv. chap. I. Confultation in parliament for the navy. 

i By Raleigh's account, in his difc:mrfe of the firft invention of fhipping, the fleet in the twenty
fourth of the ~een, conf1fted only of thirteen fhips, and were augmented afterwards eleven. He 

probably reckoned fome to be pinnaces, which Coke called fhips .. 

H Journ. 1 Ith of March 1623. Sir William Monfon makes the number amount only to n.ine new 

Jhips. p. 2 5 3• ~ Stow e. •• l?arl. l:lift. vol .. vi. p. 94 .. 

it Rymer, tom .. xvii. p •. 41 3· ' · 

2 ing 
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' 
ing people. Not only the peace which he maintained, was favourable to indufiry Appendix. 

and commerce : His turn of mind inclined him to promote the peaceful arts : 

And trade being as yet in its infancy, all additions to it muft have been the more 

evident to every eye, which was not blinded by melancholy prejudices*. 

BY an account t, which feems judicious and accurate, it appears, that all the 

feamen, employed in the merchant fervice, amounted to IOOGo men, which pro

bably exceeds not the fixth part of their prefent number. Sir Thomas Overbury 

fay~, that the Dutch po1feffed three times more !hipping than the Englifh, but 

that their fhips were of inferior burden to thofe of the latter :J:. Sir William 

Mo11fon computed the Englifh naval power to be little or nothing inferior to the 

Dutch §, which is furely an exaggeration. 

A catalogue of the manufactures, for which the Englifh were then eminent, M~ nufac .. 

would appear very contemptible, in comparifon of thofe, which flourilh among tures. 

them at prefent. Almoft all the more elaborate and curious arts were only culti-

vated abroad, particularly in Italy. Ship- building and founding of iron · cannon 

were the foie, in which the Englifh excelled. They fee1n, indeed, to have pof. 

fe1fed alone the fecret of the latter; and great complaints were made every parlia· 

ment againft the exportation of Engli!h ordnance. 

NINE tenths of the commerce of the kingdom confifted in woollen goods 11· 

Woo], however, was allowed to be exported, till the 19th of the king. Its ex

portation was then forbid by proclamation; tho' that edict was never ftritl:ly ex~ 

ecuted. Moft of the cloth was exported raw, and was dyed and dre1fed by the 

• That of the honeft hiftorian Stowe feems not to have been of this number. " The great blef

'' fings ofGod, fays he, thro' increafe of wealth in the common fubjeCls of this land, efpecially upon 

" the citizens of London; fuch within men's memory, and chiefly within thefe few years of peace, 

H that, except there Were nOW due mention Of fome fort made thereof, it WOUld in time tO COme 

" be held incredible, & c.'' In another place, " Amongft the manifold tokens and figns of the infi

,, nite bleffings of Almighty God befiowed upon this kingdom, by the wondtous and merciful efia

" blifhing of peace within ourfelves, and the full benefit of concord with all chriftian nations and 

" others: Of all \'vhich gr ... ces let no man dare to prefume he can fpeak too much; whereof in truth 

'' there can never be enough faid, neither was there ever any people Iefs confidtrate and lefs thank

" ful than at this time, being not ,,iJJing to endure the memory of their prefent happinefs, as well in 

" the univcrfal increafe of commerce ana traffic throughout the kingdom, great building of royal 

• 4 ffiips and by private merchants, the re-peopling of cities, towns, and villages, befidc the difcerni

" ble and fudden iacreafe of fair and coftly buildings, as well within the ci•y of London as the fuburbs 

" thereof, efpecially within thefc twelve years, &r. 

t The trade's increafe in the Harleyan mifc. voJ. iii. 

t Remarks on his travels, Harl. mifc. vof, ii. P. 349• 

§Naval Tracts, P· 329, 350. 11 Journ. z6 May 16.21 . 
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Dutch. who O'ained 'tis pretended , 7oo)ooo pounds a-year by this n anu ~ B:ure *. 
' b ' . . h 1i 1 

A prohibition, iffued by the King, to expor t cloth in that cond1non, 1 :H., uccetG· 
ed fo ill durinO' one year, by the refufa l of the Dutch to buy the dre!Ied cloth, 
that gre;t murn~u rs arofe againfr it ; and this meafu re wa~ retraCted by th~ K i1 .g, 
and com plained of by the nation , as if it had been the mott impolttic in the 
world. It feem s indeed to have been premature . 

. IN fo little credit was the fine Engliih cloth even at home, th at the King was 
obliaed to feek expedients, by which he might engage the peopie oc fa01ion to 
wea; it t. The manufaCture of fine linen was totally unknown in the king'- om t. 

THE company of merchant adventurers, by their patent, poffdfed the fd e 
commerce of woollen goods, tho' the ft aple commodity of the nat ion. An at
tempt, made during the reign of Elizabeth, to lay open this important trade, 
had been attended with bad confequences for a time, by a confpiracy of the mer• 
chant adventurers, not to make any purchafes of cloth; and the ~een inlmedi

ately reftored them their patent. 
THE v were groundlefs fears of a like accident, that eni1aved the nation to 

thofe' exclufive companies, which confined fo much every branch of commerce 
and induftry. The parliament, however, annulled, in the third of the King, 
the patent of the Spaniih company; and the trade to Spain, which was, at firft, 
very infignificant, foon became the m oft confider able in the kingdom. ,Tis 
ftrange, that they were not thence encouraged to aboliih all the other companies, 
and that they went no farther than obliging them to enlarge their bottom, and to 
facilitate the admiffion of new adventurers. 

A board of trade was ereB:ed by the King in 162 2 §. One of the reafons, 
affigned in the commiffion, is to remedy the low price of wools, which begot 
complaints of the decay of the woollen manufaCtory. 'Tis more probable, however, 
that this fall of prices proceeded from the increafe of wool. The King likeways 
recommends it to the commiffioners to inquire and examine, whether a greater 
freedom of trade, and an exemption from the reftraint of exclufive companies, 
would not be beneficial. Men were then fettered by their own prejudices; and 
the King was juftly afraid of embracing a bold meafure, the confequences of 

· which n1ight be uncertain. The digefting of a navigation-act, of a like nature 
with the famous one executed afterwards by the republican parliament, is likewife 
recommended to the commiffioners. The arbitrary powers then commonly af
fumed by the privy council, appear- evidently thrq" the whole tenor of the 
commiffion. . 

• Journ. 20th May, 1614. Raleigh, in his obfervat ions, computes the lofs at 4oo,ooo pounds to 
the nation. There are about So,ooo undrefied clo ths, fays he, exported yearly .. He computes, be
fldes, that about 1 oo,ooo pounds a-year had been loft by kerfies ; not to mention other articles. 

t Rymer, tom. xvii. p. 1-1 5· t Id. ibid. § Id. p. 410. 
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THE Glk manufac1ure had no footing in-England: Bl:lt, by James's direction, Aprendix. 

mulberry trees were planted, and filk-\vorms introduced •. The clinnte feems 
mfavourable to the execution of this projtB:. 

GREE >JLAND is thought to hav~ been difcovered during this reign; and the 
\Vlule flfhery vas carried on with great fuccefs: But the indufiry of the Dutch, 
in fpite of all o )pofition, foon deprived the Englifh of this fource of riches. A 
company was erected for the difcovery of the north -weft paffage; and many fruit
lefs attempts were made for that purpofe. In fuch noble pr~jeB:s, defpair ought 
never to be admitted, till the abfolute impofiibility of fuccefs be fully afcertained. 

THE paffage to the Eafi-Indies had been opened to the Engli!h during the reign 
of Elizabeth; but the trade to thofe parts of the world was not entirely eftablifhed, 

· till this reign, when the Eaft India-company received a new patent, enlarged their 
ftock to 15oo,ooo pounds t, and fitted out feveral !hips on thefe adventures. In 
16og, they built a veffel of 1200 tun, the largeft merchant-fhip, which England 
had ever known. She was unfortunate, and perifhed by fhip-wreck. In 161 r~ 
a large fhip of the company, afiifted by a pinnace, n1aintained five feveral engage
ments, with a fquadron of Pot tuguefe, and gained a complete victory over forces 
much fuperior. During the following years, the Dutch company were guilty of 
great injuries towards the Englifh, in expelling many of their factors, and deftroy. 
ing their fettlements: But thefe violences were refented with a proper fpirit by the 
court of England. A naval force was equipped under the Earl of Oxford :J:, aAd 
lay in wait for the return of the Dutch Eaft India fleet. By reafon of crofs winds, , . 
Oxford failed of his purpofe, and the Dutch efca ped. Some time after, one 
!hip, full of riches, was taken by Vice .. admiral Merwin ; and it was ftipulated by 
the Dutch to pay 7o,ooo pounds to the Englifh company, in confideration of the 
injuries, which that companv had fuftained §. But neither this ftipulation, nor 
the fear of reprizals, nor the fenfe of that friendfhip, which fubfifted betwetn 
England and the frates, could reftrain the avidity of the Dutch company, or ren-
der them equitable in their proceedings towards their allies. Impatient to have 
fole poffeffion of the fpice-trade, which the Englifh then fhared with them, they 
affumed a jurifdiCl:ion over a faCtory of the latter in the i!bnd of Amboyna; and 
on very improbable, and even abfurd pretences, feize~ all the faCtors wi~ 1-teir 
familiesl, and put them to death with the moft inhuman tortures. This 1frnal 
news arrived in England at the time, when Jarnes, by the prtjudices of h_is fuq-
jeB:s and the intrigues of his favourite, was conftrained to make a breac 1 with 

- Spain; and he was obliged, after fome remonfi:rances, to acquiefce in his indig
nity from a ftate, whofe alliance was now become neceffary to him. 'Tis remark
able, that the nation, almoft without a _murmur, fubmitted to thi ·aju } from 
their protdl:ant confederates; an injury, which, befides the hornd enormi-

• Stowe. t Journ. z6th Nov. 1621. t In r6zz. § Johnjfcdi h'.JI• lib. 19. 
ty, 
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ty of the aCtion, was of much deeper importance to national inter~ft, than an 
thofe which they were fo impatient to refent from the houfe of Auftna. 

WHAT chieBy renders the reign of J ames memorable, is the commencement 
of the ~Enalifh colonies in America; colonies eftabli!hed on the noblelt footing, 

0 

that has been known in any age or nation. The Spaniards being the firft dif-
coverers of the new world, immediately took poifeffion of the precious mines, 
which they found there; and, by the allurement of great riches, they were 
tempted to depopulate their own country as well as that which they conquered; 
and added the vice of fioth to thofe of avidity and barbarity, which had attended 
their adventurers in thofe renowned enterprizes. That fine coaft was entirely ne
gleCted, which reaches from St. Auguftine to Cape Brecon, and which lies in all 
the temperate climates, is watered by noble rivers, and offers a fertile foil, but no ... 
thmg more, to the induftrious planter. Peopled gradually from England by the 
neceffitous and indigent, who, at home, increafed neither wealth nor populouf
nefs, the colonies, which were planted along that tract:, have promoted the navi ... 
gation, encouraged the induftry, and even multiplied the inhabitants of their mo
ther-country. The fpirit of independency, which was reviving in England, here 
fuone forth in its fullluftre, and received new acceffion of force from the afpiring 
character of thofe, who, being difcontented with the eftablifhed church and mo
narchy, had fought for freedom amidft thofe favage defarts. 

QyEEN Elizabeth had done little more than given a name to the continent of 
Virginia; and after her planting one feeble colony, which quickly decayed, that 
country was entirely abandoned. But when peace put an end to the n1ilitary en
terprizes againft Spain, and left ambitious fpirits no hopes of making any 
longer fuch quick advances towards honour and fortune, the nation began to 
fecond the pacific intentions of its monarch, and to feek a furer, tho' flower 
expedient, for acquiring riches and glory. In 1 6o6, Newport carried over a 
colony, and began a fettlement ; which the company, ereCted by patent for that 
purpofe in London and Briftol, took care to fupply with yearly recruits of pro
vifions, utenfils, and new inhabitants. About 1609, Argal difcovered a more 
direct and fhorter paffage to Virginia, and left the traCt of the antie 1t naviga
tors, who had firft directed their courfe fouthwards to the tropic, failed weft
ward by means of the trade-winds, and then turned northward till they reach
ed the Eng\ifh fettlements. 1'he fame year five hundred perfons under Sir 
Thomas Gates and Sir George Somers were embarked for Virainia. Somers's 
fhip, meeting with a tempeft, was driven into Bermudas, and laid the founda
tion of a fettlement in thofe ifiands. Lord Delawar afterwards undertook the 
government of the Englifh colonies : But notwithftanding all his care, feconded 
by fupplies from J ames, and by money raifed from the firft lottery ever know~ 
in the kingdom, fuch difficulties attended the fettlen1ent of thefe countries, that, 

in 



J A M E S I. 

in r614-, there were not alive more than 400 men, of all that had been fent tni- Appendir .. 

ther. After fupplying themfelves with provifions more immediat_ely neceffary for 

the fupport of life, the new planters began the cultivating tobacco ; and J ames, 

notwithftanding his antipathy to that drug, gave them permiffion to enter it in 
England; and he inhibited by proclamation all importation from Spain *. By de· 
grees, new colonies were eftabli 1hed in that continent, and gave new names to the 
places where they ft ttled, leaving that of Virginia to the province firft planted. 
1 'he ifiand of Barbadoes was alfo planted in this reign. 

~ SPECULATIVE reafoners, during that age, raifed many objections to the plant

ing thofe remote colonies; and foretold, that, after draining their mother coun

try of inhabitants, they would foon !hake off her yoke, and ereCt an independent 
government in America: But time has thown, that the views, entertained by 

thofe who encouraged fuch generous undertakings, were more juft ano folid. A 
mild government and great naval force have preferved, and may long preferve 
the dommion of England over her colonies. And fuch advantage have commerce 
and navigation reaped from thefe eftablifhments, that more than a fourth of the 

Englifh Ihipping is at prefent computed to be employed in carrying on the traffic 
with the American fett lements. 

AoRI cuLTURE was antiently very imperfect in England. The fudden tran
fitions, fo often mentioned by hiil:orians, from the Joweft to the higheft prices of 
grain, and the pro(tigious inequality of its value in different years:. are fufficient 

proofs, that the produce depended intirely on the feafon, and that art had, as yet, 

done nothing ,o fence againft the injuries of the heavens. During this reign, con

fiderable 1m1 rovcments were made, as in moft arts, fo in this, the moll beneficial 

of any. A numerous catalogue might be formed of books and pamphlets, treat
ing of hufbandry, which were wrote about this time. The nation, however, 
was ftill dependant on foreigners for daily bread; and tho' its exportation of grain 
now forms a confiderable branch of its commerce, notwithftanding its increafe · 

of people, there was, in that period, a regular import from the Baltic as well 

as fron1 France ; and if ever it ftopped, the bad confequences were very fen

fibly felt by the nation. Sir W alter Raleigh in his obfervations computes, that . 

two millions went out at one time for corn. It was not till the fifth of Elizabeth,. 
that the exportation of corn had ever been allowed in England ; and Cambden. 
obferves, that agriculture, from that moment, received new life and vigour .. 

THE endeavours of James, or more properly fpeaking thofe of the nation, 
for the promotion of trade, were attended with greater fuccefs than thofe for the 

encouragement of lea~ning. Tho' the age was by no means deftitute of emi.~ 

• Rymer,. tom. xviii. p. 6z1, 63.3• · 

nen 
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Appendix. nent writers, a very bad tafte in general prevailed during that p,... riod ; and the 
monarch himfelf was not a lit tle infeCl:ed with it. 

Learnino- and ON the origin of letters among the Greeks, the genius of poets and ora- · 
arts. o tors, as might natu rally be expeB:ed, was difringuifhed by an amiable fimplicity, 

which, whatever rudenefs . may fometimes attend it, is fo fitted to exprefs the 
genuine movements of nature and paflion, that the compofidons, poifdfed of it, 
mufl: for ever appear valuable to the difcerning part of mankind. The glaring 
figures of difcourfe, the pointed antithefis, ~he unnatural conceit, the jingle of 
words; fuch falfe ornaments were not employed by early writers; not becaufe they 
were rejected, but becaufe they fcarce ever occurred to them. An eafy, unfor
ced il:rain of fentiment runs thro' their compofitions; tho' at the fame time we 
may obferve, that amidfl: the moft elegant fimplicity of thought and 'expreffion, 
one is fometimes furprifed to meet with a poor conceit, which had prefented it
felf unfought for, and which the author had not acquired critical obfervation 
enough to condem11 *. A bad tafte feizes with avidity thefe frivolous beauties, 
and even perhaps a good tafte, ere furfeited by them : They multiply every day 
more and more, in the fafhionable compofitions : Nature and good fenfe are ne
gletled : Laboured ornaments, ftudied and admired : And a total degeneracy of 
fty le and language prepares the way for barbarifn1 and ignorance. Hence the A
fiatic manner was found to depart fo much from the fimple purity of Athens: 
Hence that tinfel eloquence, which is obfervable in many of the Roman writers, 
from which Cicero himfelf is not wholly exempted, and which fo n1uch prevails 
in Ovid, Seneca, Lucan, Martial, and the Plinys. 

ON the revival of letters, when the judgment of the public is, as yet, raw 
and unformed, this falfe glifter catches the eye, and leaves no room, either in 
eloquence or poetry, for the durable beauties of folid fenfe and lively paffion. 
The reigning genius is then diametrically oppofite to that which prevails on the 
fid1: origin of arts. The Italian writers, 'tis evident, even the moft celebrated, 
have not reached the proper fimplicity of thought and compofition; and in Pe
trarch, Taffo, Guarini, frivolous wittic.ifms and forced conceits are but too pre
dominant. The period, during which letters were cultivated in Italy, was fo 
fhort as fcarce to allow 1eifure for correcting this adulterated re li!h. 

THE more early French writers are liable to the fame reproach. Voiture, 
Balzac, even Cornei lle, have too much affeCted thufe ambitious ornaments, of 

~ The name of Polynices, one of ~dipur.'s fons, means in the ori5inal much quarrelling. In the al. 
tercations between the two brothers, in .lEfchylus, Sophocles, and Euripide•, t i is conce:t is employed; 
~nd 'tis remarkable, that fo poor a conundrum could not be rejeCted by any of thcfe three poets; (o 

Juftly celebrated for their tafte and fimplicity. \Vhat could Shakefpear have dJne worfe? Te ence has 
his inceptio efl ament:um, non amantium. Many fimilar inftances will occur to the learned. 'Tis well 
known, that Aritlotle treats very ferioufly of p.uns, divides them into feveral claffes, and recommends 

. the ufe <>f them to orators. 
which 
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which the Italians in genera], and the leaft pure of the anticnts, fupplied them A;-.pendix. 

with fo many models. And it was not till late, that obfervation and reflection 
gave rife to a more natural turn of thought and compofition among that elegant 

people. 
A like charaCter may be extended to the firfl: Engli!h writers ; fuch as flou

rithed during the reign of Elizabeth and J ames, and even till long afterwards. 
Learning, on its revival, in this ifland, was attired in the fame unnatural garb, 
which it wore at the time of its decay among the Greeks and Romans.' And, 
what may be regarded as a n1isfortune, the Englifh writers were poffeffed of 
great genius before they were endued with any degree of tafre, and by that 
n1eans gave a kind of fanction to thofe forced turns and fentiments, which they 
fo much affeCted. Their difrorted conceptions are attended with fuch vigour 
of mind, that we admire the imagination which produced them, as much as 
we blame the want of judgment, which gave them admittance. ,.fo enter into 
an exaCt criticifm of the writers o.f that age would exceed our prefent purpofe. 
A fhort charaCter of the mo:ft eminent, delivered with the fame freedom, which 
hiftory exercifes over Kings and miniflers) may not be improper. ,. The national 
prepoffeffions, which prevail, may perhaps render the former liberty not the 
lea a perilous for an author. 

IF Shakefpeare be confidered as a MAN, born in a rude age, and educated 
in the lowe:ft manner, without any inftruCtion, either from the world or from 
books, he may be regarded as a prodigy: If reprefented as a PoET, capable of 
furnifhing a proper entertainment to a refined or intelligent audience, we muft 
abate fomewhat of this eulogy. In his compofitions, we regret, that many 
irregularities, and even fometimes abfurdities fhould fo frequently disfigure the 
animated and paffionate fcenes intermixed with them ; and at the fame time, we 
perhaps admire the more thofe beauties, on account of their being furrounded 
with fuch deformities. A ftriking peculiarity of fentiment, adapted to a fin
gular charaCter, he frequently hits, as it were by infpiration ; but a reafonable 
propriety of thought he cannot, for any time, uphold. Nervous and piB::u
refque expreffions as well as defcriptions, abound in him; but 'tis in vain we 
look either for continued purity or fimplicity of diCtion. His total ignorance 
of all theatrical art and conduCt, however materia\ a defect; yet, as it affeCts 
the fpeB:ator rather than the reader, we can more readily excufe, than that 
want of tafl:e, which often prevails in his produtl:ions, and which gives way, 
only by intervals, to the irradiations of genius. A great and fertile genius he 
certainly poffdfed, and one enriched equally with a t'ragic and comic vein ; 
but, he ought to be cited as a proof, how dangerous it is to rely on thrfe ad
vantages alone for the attaining an excellence in the finer arts*. And there may 

• lnvenire etiam harbari filmt, dij)onere £t ornare non niji eruditus. P.LIN. 

VoL. V. S even 
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AppendiK.' even remain a fufpicion, that we over-rate, if poffible, t~e g:eatnefs of his 
genius; in the fame n1anner as bodi~s often appear . mo~e gtganuc, on account 
of their being difproportioned and mdhapen. He d1ed tn 1617, aged 53 years. 

JoHNSON poffeffed all the learning, which was wanting to Shakefpeare, 
and wanted all the genius, of which the other was poffeffed. Both of them 
were equally deficient in tafte and elegance, in harmony and correCtnefs. A 
fervile copyift of the antients, J ohnfon tranfiated into bad Englifh, the beautiful 
paffages of the Greek and Roman authors, without accommodating them to the 
manners of his age and country. His merit has been totally eclipfed by that of 
Shakelpeare, whofe rude genius prevailed over the rude art of h1s cotempo
rary. The EnglHh theatre has ever fince taken a ftrong tinCl:ure of Shakefpeare's 
fpirit and charaCter; and thence it has proceeded, that the nation have under
gone, from all their neighbours, the reproach of barbarifm, from which their 
n1any valuable productions in other parts of learning, would otherwife have 
exempted them. J ohnfon had a penfion of a hundred marks from the King, 
which Charles afterwards augmented to a hundred pounds. He died in 1637, 

aged 63. 
FA 1 R FAX has tranOated Taffo with an elegance and eafe, and, at the fame 

- time, with an exaB:nefs, which, for that age, are furprifing. Each line in the 
original is faithfully rendered by a correfpondent line in the tranOation. Barring
ton's tranfiation of Ariofto is not likewife without its merit. 'Tis to be re
gretted, that thefe Poets 1hould have imitated the Italians in their ftanza,. which 
has a prolixity and uniformity in it, that difpleafes in long performances. They 
had otherwife, as well as Spencer, who went before them, contributed much to 
the poli!hing and refining the Englifh verfification. 

IN Donne's Satyres, when carefully infpeB:ed, there appear fome flafhes of 

wit and ingenuity ; but thefe totally fuffocated and buried by the harfheft and 
moft uncouth expreffion, which is any where to be met with. 

IF the poetry of the Englifh was fo rude and imperfeCt: during that age, we 
may reafonably expect, that their profe would be liable to frill greater objeCti
ons. Tho' the latter appears the more eafy, as it is the more natural method. of 
compofition ; it has ever in practice be~n found the more rare and difficult ; and 
the~e fcarce is an inftance, in any language, that it has reached a degree of per
fectiOn, before the refinement of p"etical numbers and exprefiion. Eno-lifh. profe, 
during the :eign of Jam~s, was wrote \Vith little regard to the rule~ 0 (gram
mar, and . w1th a. total difreg.trd of the elegance and h:1rmony of the period. 
Stuffed With Latm fentences and citations~ it likewife imitated thofe inverfions 
which, howe:e.r forcible and ,graceful in the antient languages, are intirely con: 
trary to the 1d10m of the Englifh. I fhall indeed venture to affirm~ that what
ever uncouth phrafes and expreffions occur in old books~ they were owing 

'hiefiy 
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chiefly to the unformed ftate of the author \ and that the language, fpoke in Appendix.· 

the courts of Elizabeth and J ames, was very little different from that which we 
meet with at prefent in good company. Of this opinion, the little fcraps of 
fpeeches, which are found ~n the parliamentary journals, and which carry an air 
fo oppofite to the laboured orations, feem to be a, fufficient proof; and there want 
not productions of that age, which, being wrote by men who were not authors 
by profeffion, retain a very natural manner, and may give us fome idea of the 
language, which prevailed among men of the world. I fualJ particularly men-
tion Sir John Davis's Difcovery, 'l hrogmorton's, Elfex's and Nevile's Letters. 

THE great glory of literature in th1s ifland, during the reign of J ames, was 
my Lord Bacon. Moft of hi :; performances were compofed in Latin ; tho' he 

polfelfed neither the elegance of that, nor of his native tongue. If we confider 
the variety of talents difplayed by this man; as a public fpeaker, a man of bufi

nefs, a wit, a courtier, a companion, an author, a philofopher; he is juftly 

the object of great admiration. If we confider him merely as an author and 
philofopher, the light, in which we view him at prefent, tho' very eftimable, 
he was yet inferior to his cotemporary Galilaeo, perhaps even to Kepler. Ba
con pointed out at a diftance the road to true philofophy: Galilaeo both pointed 
it out to others, and made, himfelf, confiderable advances in it. The Eng
lifhman was ignorant of geometry : The Florentine revived that fcience, ex
celled in it, and was the firft, who applied it, together with experiment, to na
tural philofophy. The former rejeB:ed, with the moft pofitive difdain, the fyftem 
of Copernicus: :];he latter fortified it with new proofs, derived both from rea
fan and the fenfes. Bacon's ftyle is ftiff and rigid : His wit, tho' often brilliant, 
is fometimes unnatural and far- fetched ; and he feems to be the original of thofe 
pointed fimilies and long-fpun allegories, which fo much diftinguifh the Eng
lifh authors: Galilaeo is a lively and agreeable, tho' fomewhat a prolix writer. 
But Italy, not united in any fingle government, and perhaps fatiated with that 
literary glory, which it has polfelfed both in antient and modern times, has too 

much neglected the renown, which it has acquired by giving birth to fo great a 
man. That national fpirit, which prevails among the Englilh, and which forms 
their great happinefs, is the caufe, why they beftow on all their en1inent writers, 
and on Bacon among the reft, fuch praifes and acclamations, as may often 
appear partial and exceffive. He died in 162 6, in the 66th year of his age. 

IF the reader of Raleigh's Hiftory can have the patience to wade thro' the 
Jewilh and Rabinical learning~ which compofe the half of the volume, he will 
find, when he comes to the Greek and Roman ftory, that his pains are not un
rewarded. Raleigh is the beft model of that antient fiyle, which fome writers 
would affect to revive at prefent. He was beheaded in 161l1, aged 66 years. 

~t· S 2 CAMDEN's 
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C AMD EN's hiftory of ~een Elizabeth may be efl:eemed g~od compofitio:1, 

both for -rhe ftyle and the matter. It is wrote with fimplicity of exprefi1on, 

very rare in that age, and with a regard to truth. It would not perhaps be too 

much ro affirm, that it is among the beft hiil:orical productions, whi(h have yet 

teen compofed by any Engli!hman. 'Tis well know~, that the Englifh have 

not much excelled in that kind of literature. He died in 162 3, aged 7 3 years. 

WE !hall mention the King himfelf at the end of thefe Englifh writers; be

caufe that is his place, when confidered as an author. It may fafely be affirmed, 

that the mediocrity of J ames's talent in literature, joined to the great change 

in national taire, is the chief caufe of that contempt, under which his memory 

labours, and which is often carried, by party-writers, to a great extreme. 'Tis 

remarkable, how different from ours were the fentiments of the antients with 

regard to learning. Of the fidl: twenty Roman emperors, counting from aefar 

to Severus, above the half were authors ; and tl-lo' few of them fcem to have 

been eminent in that profeffion, it is always remarked to their praife, that, by 

their example, they encouraged literature. Not to mention Germanicus, and 

his daughter, Agrippina, perfons fo nearly allied to the throne, the greater part 

of the claffic writers, whofe works remain, were men of the higheft quality. 

As every human advantage is attended with inconveniences, the change of men's 

ideas in this particular may probably be afcribed to the invention of printing; 

which has rendered books fo common, that men even of 11ender fortunes can have 

accefs to them. 

THAT J ames was but a middling writer may be allowed: That he was a con· 

temptible one can by no means be admitted. Whoever will read his Bafilicon 

Doron, particularly the two laft books, the true law of free monarchies, his an· 

fwer to Cardinal Perron, and almoft all his fpeeches and meffages to parlia

ment, will confefs him to have poffeifed no mean genius. If he wrote concern

ing witches and apparitions; who, in that age, did not admit the reality of 

thefe fictitious beings? If he has compofed a commentary on the Revelations, 

and proved the Pope to be Antichrift; may not a fimilar reproach be extended 

to the famous Napier; and even to Newton, at a time when learning was 

much more advanced than during the reign of James? From the groffnefs of 

its fuperftitions, we may infer the ignorance of an age; but never fhould pro

nounce conce~ning the folly of an individual, from his admitting popular errors, 

confecrated wtth the appearance of religion. 

Su~H a fuperiority do the purfuits of literature poffefs above every other oc

cu~auon, that even he, who attains but a mediocrity in them., merits the pre

emmence above thofe who excel the moft in the common and vulgar profeffions. 

The fpeaker of the houfe of commons is ufually an eminent n1an; yet the harangue 
of 
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of his Majelly we {hall always find much fuperior to that of the fpeaker, in every Appendix. 

parliament during this reign. 
EvERy fcience, as well as polite literature, muft be confidered as being yet in 

its infancy. Schola{bc learning and polemical divinity retarded the growth of 
all true knowlege. Sir Henry Saville, in the preamble of that deed, by which. 
he annexed a falary to the mathematical and aftronomical profeifors in Oxford, 

fays, that geometry was almoft totally abandoned and unknown in England *. 
The beft learning of that age, was the ftudy of the antients. Cafaubon, eminent 
for this know lege, was invited over from France by J ames, and encouraged by 
a penfion of 300 a-year, as well as by church preferments t. The famous An
tonio di Dominis, Archbiiliop of Spalato, no defpicable philofopher, came like
wife into England, and afforded great triumph to the nation, by their gaining 

fo confiderable a profelyte from the papifts. But the mortification followed foon 
after. For the Archbiiliop, tho' advanced to fome ecclefiaftical preferments j:, 
received not encouragement, fufficient to fatisfy his ambition, and he made his 

efcape into Italy, where, foon after, he died in confinement. 

• Rymer, tom. xvii. p. 217. t Id. P· 709. :t: Id. P· 95· 
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A parliament at We.flminfler.-At Oxford.-Naval expedition again) 
Spain. -Second parlt'ament. -Impeachment if Buckingham. -
Violent meafures of the court.-War with France.-Expedition to 
the ijle rf Rhe. 

0 fooner had Charles taken into his hands the reins of government, 1625• 
than he fhewed an impatience to affemble the great council of the na-
tion; and he would gladly, for the fake of dtfpatch, have called together March Z7· 

the fame parliament, which had fat una'er his father, and which Jay, at that time, 
under prorogation. But being told, that this meafure would appear unufual, he 
ifiued writs for the fummoning a new parliament on the 7th of May; and it was 18th of June. 

not without regret, that the arrival of the Princefs Henrietta, whom he had A 
1
. 

r. r. d b . bl' d h' d 1 b d h . . par Iament e1poute y proxy, o 1ge I m to e ay, y repeate prorogattons, t e1r meetmg a . Weilmin .... 

till the eighteenth of June, when they a!fembled at Weftminfrer for the d,fpatch iter, 

of bufinefs. The young Prince, unexperienced and impolitic, regaraed as flncerc 
all the pr?ifes and careffes, with which he had been loaded, wh:le aB:ive in pro-
curing the rupture with the houfe of Auilria. And befides that he laboured under 
great neceffities, he haftened with alacrity to a period, when he rnig .. t receiv' ihe 
moft undoubted teftimonies of th~ dutiful attachmel•t of his fubjtcts.. His dif-

co~rfc: 
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courfe to the Parliament was full of fimplicity and cordiality. He lightly men

tioned the occafion, which he had for fupply t. He employed no intrigue to in

fluence the fuffrages of the members. He would not even a] low the officers of the 

crown, who had feats in: the houfe, to mention any particular fum, which might 

be expeCted by him. Secure of the affeCtions of the commons, he was refolved, 

that their bou nty f11ould be intirely their own deed; unafked, unfolicited; the 

acnuine fruit of iincere confidence and regard. 
0 

TnE houfe of commons accordingly took into confideration the bufinefs of 

fupply. They knew, that all the money, granted by the laft parliament, haJ 

been expended on naval and military armaments; and that great anticipations were 

like wife made on the revenues of the crown. They were not ignorant, that Charles 

was loaded with a large debt, contraCted by his father, who had orrowed money 

both from his own fubjeCl:s and from foreign princes. They had learned by ex· 

pericnce, that the public revenues could with difficulty maintain the dignity of the 

crown, even under the ordinary charges of government. They were fenfible, 

that the prefent war was, very lately, the refult of their own importunate appli· 

cations and entreaties, and that they had folemnly engaged to fupport their fove

reign in the managemef.lt of it. They were acquainted with the difficulty of mi

litary enterprizes, direCted againft the whole houfe of Auil:ria; againft the King 

of Spain, poifeffed of the greateft riches and moft extenfive dominions of any 

prince in Europe; againfr the Emperor Ferdinand, hitherto the moft fortunate 

monarch of h1s age, who had fubdued and aftoni!hed Germany by the rapidity of 

his viCtories. Deep impreffions, they faw, muft be made by the Engliih fword, 

and a vigorous offenfive war be waged againft thefe mighty potentates, ere they 

would refign a pnncipality, which they had now fu 1ly fubdued, and which they 

held in fecure poffeffion, by its being furrounded with all their other territories. 

To anfwer, therefore, all thefe great and important ends; to fatisfy their 

young King in the firft requeft, which he made them ; to prove their fenfe of 

the many royal virtues, particularly oeconGmy, with which Charles was endued; · 

the houfe of commons, conduCted by the ~7 ifeft and ableil: fenators, that had ever 

fl.ouri{hed in England ; thought proper to confer on the King a fupply of two 

fubfidies, amounting to 1 1 2,ooo pounds :J:. 

THIS meafure'J which difcovers rather a cruel mockery of Charies, than any fe

rious defign of fupporting him, appears fo extraordinary, when confidered in all 

its circumfrances, that it naturally fummons up our attention, and raifes an in

quiry concerning the caufes of a conduCt, unprecedented in an Englifh parlia.., 

1nent. So numerous an affembly, compofed of perfons of various difpofitions, 

;- Rufil.w.vol. i. p.171. Pari. Hiftory, vol. vi. p. 3f6. Franklyn, p 108. 

t A fubfidy was now fallen to about s6,ooo pound;. Cabbala, P· Z24· firft edit. 
were 
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were not, 'tis probable, all influenced by the fame motives~ and-few declared 

openly their true reafon. vVe fhall, therefore, approach nearer the truth, if we 

mention all the views, which the prefent conjuncture could fuggeft to them. 

IT is not to be doubted, but fpleen and ill-will againfr the Duke of Bucking

ham had a great influence with many. So vafr and rapid a fortune, fo little me· 

rited, could not fail to excite public envy ; and, however men's hatred might 
have been fufpended for a moment, while the Duke's conduct feemed to gratify 
their paffions and their prejudices, it was impoffible for him long to preferve the 

affecrions of the people. His influence over the modefry of Charles exceeded even 
that which he had acquired over the weaknefs of J ames ; nor was any public 
meafure conduCted but by his counfel and direction. His impetuous temper 

prompted him to raife fuddenly, to the highefr elevation, his flatterers and de

pendants: And, upon the leail: occafion of difpleafure~ he threw them down 

with equal fury and violence. Implacable in his hatred; fickle in his friendlhips: 
All men were either regarded as his enemies, or dreaded foon to become fuch. 
'I' he whole power of the kingdom was grafped ·by his infatiable hand ; while he 

both engroffed the intire confidence of his mafter, and held, invefted in his fin .. 

gle perfon, the moft confiderable offices of the crown. 

HowEVER the ill humour of the commons might have been increafed by thefe 
confiderations, we are not to fuppofe them the foie motives. The laO: parlia
ment of James, amidft all tl1eir joy and feftivity, had given him a fupply very . 

difproportioned to his demand and to the occafion. And, as every houfe of com
mons, which was eleCted during forty years, fucceeded to all the paffions and 

principles of their predeceffors; we ought rather to account for this obftinacy from 
the general iituation of the kingdom during that whole period, than from any cir· 
cumO:ances which attended this immediate conjuncture. 

THE nation were very little accuftomed, at that time, to the burthen of taxes, 
and had never opened their purfes, in any degree, for the fupplying their fove

reign. Even Elizabeth, notwithftanding her vigour and frugality, and the necef .. 

fary wars, in which fhe was engaged, had great reafon to complain of the com
n1ons in this particular ; nor could the authority of that Princefs, which. was 
otherwife almoft abfolute, ever extort from them the requifite fupply of money. 

Habits, more than reafon, we find, in every thing, to be the governing prin

ciple of mankind. I~ this view likewife the finking of the value of fubfidies 
muil: be confidered as a lofs to the King. The parliament, fwayed by cuftom, 

would not augment their number in the fame proportion. 

THE puritanical party, tho' difguifed, had a very great authority over the 
kingdom; and many of the leaders among the con1mons had fecretly embraced 

the rigid tenets of that feet. All thefe were difgufted with the court, both by 

VoL. V. T h'= 
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hap. I. the prevalence of the principles of civil liberty, effential to thei~ party~ and on 

t6zs. account of the refl:raint, under which they were held by the eftabltfhed h1erarchy. 

In order to fortify himfelf againfl: the refentment of J ames, Buckingham had af

feCted popularity, and entered into the cabals of the puritans: But, being fecure 

of the confidence of Charles, he had fince abandoned that party; and, on that 

account, was the more expofed to their hatred and refentment. Tho' the reli

gious fchemes of many of the puritans, when explained, appear pretty frivo

lous, we are not thence to imagine, that they were purfued by none but perfons 

of weak underftanding. Some men of the greateft parts and mofr extenfive 

knowledge, whom the nation, at that time, produced, could not enjoy any 

peace of mind ; becaufe obliged to hear prayers offered up to the Divinity, by a 

prieft, covered with a white linen veftment. 

THE match with France, and the articles in favour of catholics, which were 

fufpeCted to be in the treaty, were likewife caufes of difguft to this whole par

ty : Tho' it mufi: be remarked, that the alliance with that crown was infinitely 

lefs obnoxious to the proteftants, and lefs favourable to the catholics, th'!n that 

formerly projected with Spain, and was therefore received rather with pleafure 

than diffatisfaB:ion. 

To all thefe caufes we muft yet add another of confiderable moment. The 

houfe of commons, we n1ay obferve, were almoft intirely governed by a fet of 

men of the moft uncommon capacity and the largeft views : Men, who were 

now formed into a regular party, and united, as well by fixed aims and projects, 

as by the hardfhips, which fome of them had undergone in profecution of them. 

Among thefe we may mention the names of Sir Edward Coke, Sir Edwin Sandys, 

Sir Robert Philips, Sir Francis Seymour, Sir Dudley Digges, Sir John Elliot, 

Sir Thomas Wentworth, Mr. Selden, Mr. Pym. Animated with a warm re

gard to liberty, thefe generous patriots faw, with regret, an unbounded power ex

ercifed by the crown, and were refolved to feize the opportunity, which the King's 

neceffities afforded them, of reducing the prerogative within more reafonable corn

pars. Tho' their ancefiors had blindly given way to practices and precedents favour

able to kingly power, and had been able, notwithfianding, to preferve fome fmall 

remains of liberty ; it would be impoffible, they thought, when all thefe preten

fions were methodized and profecuted by the increafing knowledge of the age, to 

maintain any ihadow of popular government, in oppofition to fuch unlimited 

authority in the fovereign. It was neceffary to fix a choice: Either to abandon in

tirely .the privileges of the people, or to frcure them by firmer and more precife 

barriers than the conftitution had hitherto provided for them. In this dilemma, 

men of fuch afpiring genius and fuch independent fortunes could not 1on<Y delibe-
o 

ra~e: They ?oldly embrace~ the fid~ of freedom? and refolved to grant no fup· 

phes to their neceffitous Pnnce, Without extortmg conceffions in favour of civil 

liberty. 
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liberty. The end, they efteemed beneficent and noble: The means, regular· and 
conil:itutional. To grant or refufe fupplies was the undoubted privilege of the 
commons. And as all human governments, particularly thofe of a n1ixed frame, 

are in continual fluctuation; it was as natural, in their opinion, and allowable, 
for popular affemblies to take advantage of favourable incidents, in order to fe-
cure the fubjeB:s; as for monarchs, in order to extend their own authority. With 
pleafure, they beheld the King involved in a foreign war, which rendered him, 
every day, more dependant on the parliament ; while, at the fame time, the fitua-
tion of the kingdom, even without any military preparations, gave it fuffi.cient fe-

curity againft all invafion from foreigners. And perhaps, it had partly proceeded 
from expectations of this nature, that the popular leaders had been fo urgent for a 

rupture with Spain; nor is it credible, that religious zeal could fo far have blind-

ed all of them as to make them difcover, in fuch a meafure, any appearance of ne .. 

ceffity, or any hopes of fuccefs. 

BuT, however natural all thefe fentiments might appear to the country-party, 
it is not to be imagined, that Charles would entertain the fame ideas. Strongly 

prejudiced in favour of the Duke, whom he had heard fo highly extolled in parlia
ment, he could not conjecture the caufe of fo fudden an alteration in their opi

nions. And when the w-ar, which they themfelves had fo earneftly folicited, wa~ 
at lafl, commenced, the immediate defertion of their fovereign could not but 
feem very ftrange and unaccountable. Even tho' no farther motive had been fu
fpeB:ed, the refufal of fupply, in fuch circumftances, would naturally to him ap

pear cruel and deceitful: But when he perceived tliat this meafure proceeded 
from an intention of encroaching on his authority, he failed not to regard thefe 
aims as highly criminal and traiterous. Thofe lofty ideas of monarchical power~ 
which were very commonly adopted during that age, and to which the ambigu-
ous nature of the Englifh conflitution gave fo plaufible an appearance, were firmly 
rivetted in Charles; and however moderate his temper, the natural and unavoid

able prepolfeffions of felf-love, joined to the late uniform precedents in favour of 
prerogative, had made him conceive his political tenets as certain and uncontro

verted. Taught to regard even the antient laws and conftitution more as lines 

to direct his conduB: than barriers to withftand his power; a confpiracy to erect 
new ramparts, in order to ftraiten his authority, appeared but one degree removed 

from open fedition and rebellion. So atrocious in his eyes was fuch a defign, 

Chap. I: 
16zs. 

tha~ he feems .even unwilling to impute it to the commons: And tho' he was Jtth ofJuly. 

obhged to adjourn the parliament by reafon of the plague, which, at that time, 
d · L d h · · ~ b d h ' tft of Augult-. rage m on on ; e Immediately re-auem ]e t em at Oxford, and made a new 

attempt to gain from them fome fupplies in fuch an urgent neceffity. 

CHAR L~S now found himfelf obliged to depart from that delicacy, which he Parliament at 

had formerly maintained. By himfelf or his minifters, he entered into a particu- Oxford. 

T 2 lar 
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lar detail, both of the alliances, which he had formed, and of the military ope

rations, which he had projected*. He told the parliament, Th~t, by a promife 

of fubfidies, he had engaged the King of Denmark to take part tn the war; that 

that monarch intended to enter Germany by the north, and to rouze to war thofe 

princes, who impatiently longed for an opportunity of a~erting the l.iberty of. the 

empire; that Mansfeldt had undertaken to penetrate w1th an Engh!h army m to 

the Palatinate, and by that quarter to excite the members of the evangelical uni

on; that the ftates muft be fupported in the unequal warfare, which they main

tained with Spain; that no lefs a fum than 7oo,ooo pounds a-year had been 

found, by computation, requifite for all theie purpofes; that the maintenance of 

the fleet and the defence of Ireland demanded an annual expence of 4oo,ooo 

pounds; that he himfelf had already exhaufted and anticipated, in the pubhc 

fervice, his whole revenue, and had fcarce left fufficient for the daily fubfiftence 

of himfelf and of his family t; that, on his acceffion to the crown, he found a 

debt of above 3oo,ooo pounds, contracted by his father, in fupport of the Pa

latine; and that, while Prince of Wales, he had himfelf contracted debts, notwith

ftanding his great frugality, to the amount of 7o,ooo pounds~ which he had ex

pended entirely on naval and military armaments. Afre.r mentioning all tnefe facts, 

the King even condefcended to ufe entreaties. He f4:d, that this requeft wa 

the firft, which he had ever made them : that he was young and in the commence

ment of his reign; and, if he now n1et with kind and dutiful ufage, it would en

dear to. him the ufe of parliaments, and would, for ever, preferve an intire har

mony between him and his people :t:. 
To thefe reafons ~he commons remained inexorable. Notwithftandin()' that t) 

the King'·s meafures, on the fuppofition of a foreign war, which they had conftantfy 

demanded, were altogether unexceptionable, they obftinately refufed any farther 

affiftance. Some members, favourable to the court, having infifted on an addi· 

tion of two fifteenths to the former fupply, even this pittance was refufed 11; tho' 

it was known, that a fleet and army were Jying at Portfmouth, in great want of 

pay and provifions, and that Buckingharl'l, the admiral, and the treafurer of the 

navy had advanced on their own credit near an hundred thoufand pounds for 

the fea-fervice §. Befides all their other motives, the houfe of commons had 

made a new difcovery, which, as they wanted but a pretence for their refufa] 

enfiamed them againft the court and againft the Duke of Buckingham. ' 

WHEN James deferred the SpaniLh alliance, and courted that of France, he 

had promifed to furniih Louis, who was intirely deftitute of naval force, with 

• Dugdale, p. 25, 26. t P<trl. Hift. vol. vi. p. 396. 

t Rufhworth, vol. i. p. J 77, 178, &c. Parl. Hift. vol. vi. p. 399· Franklyn, p. 108, 1o9 .. 

Journ. 1oth Aug. 1625· 
M; R:uJl)w. vol. i. p. IgQ.. -! Pari,. Hjft. vol. vi. p. 390 •. 
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one ihip of war, and feven armed veifels, hired from the merchants. Thefe the 

French court had pretended they would employ againft the Genoefe, who, being 

firm and ufeful allies to the Spaniili monarchy, were naturally regarded with an 

evil eye, both by the King of France and of England. When thefe veifels, by 

Charles's orders, arrived at Diepe, there arofe a ftrong f~1fpicion, that they were 
to ferve againft Rochelle. 1~he fai!ors were enflamed. That race of men, who 
are at prefent both carelefs and ignorant in all matters of religion, were, at that 
time, only ignorant. They drew up a remonfl:rance to Pennington, their com~ 
mander; and, figning all their names in a circle, left he 1hould difcover the ring~ 
leaders, they laid it under his prayer- book. Pennington declared, that he would 

rather be hanged in England for difobedience, than fight againft his brother pro
teftants in Francr. The whole fquadron failed immediately to the Downs. There, 
they received 1'\eW orders from Buckingham, Lord admiral, to return to Diepe. 

As the Duke knew, that authority alone would not fuffice, he employed much 
art and many fubtilties, to engage them to obedience; and a rumour, which 
was fpread, that peace had been concluded between the French King and the hu
gonots, afflfted him in his purpofe. When they arrived at Diepe, they found that 

they had been deceived. Sir Ferdinando Gorges, who commanded one of the 
veffds, broke thro' and returned ro England. All the officers and failors of all 

the other !hips, notwithftanding great offers made them by the French, imme
diately deferted. One gunner alone preferred duty towards his King to the caufe 

of religion ; and he was afterwards killed in charging a cannon before Rochelle *. 
The care, which hiftorians have taken to record this frivolous event, fuows with 

what pleafure the news was received by the whole nation .. 

THE houfe of commons, when informed of thefe tranfaetions, fhowed the 

fame attachment with the failors for the proteftant religion; nor was their zeal 

n1uch better guided by reafon and found policy. It was not confidered, that, 

if the force of Spain was really fo exorbitant as they imagined, the French mo
narch was the only prince, who could oppofe its progrefs, and preferve the ba

lance of Europe; that his power was at prefent fettered by the hugonots, who, 
being poffeffed of 1nany privileges and even of fortified towns, formed an em

pire within his empire, and kept him in perpetual jealoufy and inquietude; that 
an infurreCt:ion had been, at that time, wantonly and voluntarily, formed by their 

leaders, who being difgufted in fome court·intrigue, took advantage of the ne. 
ver-failing pretence of religion, in order to cover their rebellion; that the Dutch, 
influenced by thefe views, had ordered a fquadron of twenty 1hips to join the 

French fleet, employed againft the inhabitants of Rochelle t; that the Spanifh 

monarch, fenfible of the fame confequences, fecretly fupported the proteftants in 

• Franklyn, p. 109. Ru!hworth, vol. i. p. 175, 176, &c. JZS; 3,26~&c,. 
t Journal, 18th April 16z6. France 
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France ; and that all princes had ever facrificed, to reafons of ftate~ the intereft 

of their religion in foreign countries. All thefe obvio~s c~nfide r~tlons had no 
influence. Great murmurs and difcontents ftill pr,eva1led tn parltament. The 
hugonots, tho' they had no ground of complaint againft the Fr~nch Court, 
were thought to be as much intitled to affifl:ance from England, as tf they had 
taken arms in defence of their liberties and religion againft the perfecuting rage 

· of the catholics. And it plainly appears, from this incident, as well as from 
many others, that, of all European nations, the.Britifh were, at that time, and 

till long after, the 1noft under the influence of that religious fpirit, which tends 

rather to inflame bigotry than encreafe peace and n1utual charity. 

' ON this occafion, the commons renewed their eternal complaints againft the 

growth of popery, which was ever the chief of their grievances, and now their 

only one *. They demanded a ftritt execution of the penal laws againft the ca

tholics, and remonftrated againft fome late pardons which had been granted to 

priefts t. They attacked Montague, one of the King's chaplains, on account of 

a moderate book, which he had lately compofed, and which, to their great dif

guft, faved virtuous Catholics, as well as other chriftians, from eternal torments t· 
Charles gave then1 a gracious and a compliant anfwer to all their remonftrances. 
He was, however, in his heart, extremely averfe to thefe furious meafures. Tho' 
a determined proteftant, by principle as well as inclination, he had entertained 

no violent horror againft popery; and a little humanity he thought, was due 
by the nation to the religion of their anceftors. That degree of liberty, which 

is now indulged to catholics, tho' a party much more obnoxious than during the 

reign of the Stuarts ; it fuited neither with Charles's fentin1ents, nor the humour 
of the age to allow them. An abatement of the tnore rigorous laws was all he 
intended ; and his engagements with France, notwithftanding that their regular 

execution had never been propofed nor expeB:ed, required of him fome indul

gence. But fo unfortunate was this Prince, that no meafure, embraced durinO' 
his whole reign, was ever attended with more unhappy and more fatal confe~ 
quences. 

THE extreme rage againft popery was a fure charaB:eriftic of puritanifm. This 

houfe of commons difcovered other infallible fymptoms of the prevalence of that 
party. They petitioned the King for replacing fuch able clergy as had been G

. lenced for want of conformity to the ceremonies 11· They alfo ena.Cl:ed laws for 

the ftrict obfervance of Sunday, which the puritans affeB:ed to .call the Sabbath 
and which they fanctified by the moft melancholy indolence§. 'Tis to be re: 

• Franklyn, p. 3, &c. t Pari. Hifl. vol. vi. p. 374· Journal, 1ft Auguft, 1625 . 
·Hift. vol. vi. p. 353· Journal, 7th July, 1625. U Rufhw<>rth, vol. i. ·p. 28x. 
c~p. x. Journal, z.xft June, 16zs. 
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marked, that the different appellations of this feftival were, at that time, known Chap. I. 

fymbols of the different parties. 1 62 5· 

. THE King finding, that the parliament were refolved to grant him no fupply, 
and would furnifh him with nothing but empty proteftations of duty *, or dif
agreeable complaints of grievances ; took ad vantage of the plague t, which be· 
gan to appear at Oxford, and, on that pretence, immediately diffolved them. 
By finifhing the feffion with a diff'olution, inftead of a prorogation, he fufficiently 
expreffed his difpleafure at their condutl:. 

To fupply the want of parliamentary aids, Charles iffued privy feals for bor- Auguft 12
• 

rowing· money from his fubjetl:s :f:. The advantage reaped by this levy was a 
fmall compenfation for the difgufl: which it occafioned. By means, however, of 
that fupply, and by other expedients, he was, tho' with difficulty, enabled to oaober 1 • 

equip his fleet. It confifted of eighty veffels, great and fn1all ; and carried on 
board an army of Io,ooo men. Sir Edward Cecil, lately created vifcount Wimble-
ton, was entrufted with the command. He failed immediately for Cadiz, and Naval expe
found the bay full of Spaniih fhips of great value. He either negletl:ed to at- ~~~~~.againil 
tack thefe fhips, or attempted it prepofteroufly. The army was landed, and a fort 
taken: But the undifciplined foldiers, finding ftore of wine, could not be reftrained 
from the utmoft exceffes. Farther ftay appearing fruitlefs, they were re-imbark-
ed; and the fleet put to fea with an intention of waiting for the Spani!h galleons. 
But the plague having feized the feamen and foldiers, they were obliged to aban-
don all hopes of this prize, and return to England. Loud complaints were made November: 
againft the court for entrufriog fo important a command to a man like CeciJ, 
whom, tho' he poffeffed great experience, the people, judging by the event, 
efteemed of very ilender capacity §. 

CHARLES, having failed of fo rich a prize, was obliged again to have re- 1626. 

courfe to a parliament. Tho' the ill fuccefs of his enterprizes diminiilied his au-
thority, and iliowed, every day, more plainly the imprudence of the Spanifh 
war; tho' the increafe of his neceffities rendered him more dependant, and more 
expofed to the encroachments of the commons; he was refolved to try once more Second P¥· 

that regular and conftitutional expedient for fupply. Perhaps too, a little politicaPiament. 
art, which at that titne he pratl:ifed, was much trufted to. He had named four po-
pular leaders fheriffs of Counties ; Sir Edward Coke, Sir Robert PhiUps, Sir Thomas 

• Franklyn, p. 113. Rufuworth, vol. i. p. 190. 

t The plague· was really fo violent, that it had been moved in the houfe at the beginning of the 

feffions to petition the King to adjourn them. Journal, ziil: June, 1625. So it was impoffible to en
ter upon grievances, even 1f there had been any. The only bufinefs of the parliament was to give 
fupply, which was fo much wanted by the King, in order to carry on the war, in which they had 

engaged him. :t Ru!hworth, vol. i. p. 192. Pari. Hift. vol. vi. P· f07· 
~ .Franklyn, p. 1 I 3. Ruiliworth, vol. i. p. 196. 
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Chap. r. Wentworth, Sir Francis SeymGut·; and tho' this quel.l:ion had been formerly much 
1626. contel.l:ed ", he thought, that he had, by that means, incapacitated them for be-

inu eleCted members. But this intention, being fo evident, rather put the com
m~ns more upon their guard. Enow of patriots ftill remained to keep up the 
ill humour of the houfe; and men needed but little infrruCtion or rhetoric to recom
mend to them praCtices, which increafed their own importance and confideration. 
The weaknefs of the court alfo could not more evidently appear, than by its being 
reduced to fo ineffeCtual an expedient, in order to obtain an influence over the 

commons. 
Febraary 

6
, THE views, therefore, of the !aft parliament were immediately adopted; as if 

the fan1e men had been every where eleCted, and no time had intervened fince their 
}aft meeting. When the King laid before the houfe his neceffities, and afked for 
fupply, they immediately voted him three fubfidies and three fifteenths; and tho' 
they afterwards added one fubfidy more, the fum was little proportioned to the 
greatnefs of the occafion, and ill fitted to promote thofe views of fuccefs and 
glory, for which the young Prince, in his firft: enterprize, fo ardently longed. 
But this circumftance was not the moft difagreeable one. The fupply was only 
voted by the commons. The paffing that vote into a law was referved till the end 
of the feffion t. A condition was thereby made, in a very undifguifed manner, 
with their fovereign. Under colour of redreffing grievances, which, during this 
fhort reign, could not be very numerous; they were to proceed in regulating and 
controuling every part of government, which difpleafed them: And if the King 
either cut them fuort in this undertaking, or refufed compliance with their de
mands, he muft lay his account with the want of all fupply. Great di.ffatisfacti.on 
was expreffed by Charles with a n1ethod of treatment, which he deemed fo harlh 
and undutiful t: But his urgent neceilities obliged hin1 to fubm it ; and he waited 
with patience, obferving to what fide they would turn themfelves. 

Impeachment THE Duke of Buckingham, forn1erly obnoxious to the public, became every 
of Bucking- day more odious, by the fymptoms, which appeared, both of his want of temper 

an pru ence, and o the uncontrouled afcendant, which he had acquired over his ham. d d f 
n1after §. Two violent attacks he was obliged this feffion to fuftain ; one from 

the earl of Briil:ol, another from the houfe of commons. 

• It is always an exprefs claufe in the writ of fummons, that no fueriff lhall be chofen . but the 
contrary praCtice had often prevailed. D'Ewes, p. 38. Yet ftill great doubts were entertaine.,d on this 

head. See Journal, 9th April, 1614. 
t J~urnal,. 27t~ March,. 1626. . t Parl. H~ ft. vol. vi. p. 449· Rufhworth, vol. i. P· 224• 
§ H1s cred1t Wlth the K~ng had g1ven him fuch influence that he had no lers tlla t · • • • ' 1: n wenty prox1es 

granted h.1m th1s parhament by. fo ma~y peer~; which occafioned a vote, that no peer fhould have above 

two proxtes. The earl of Le1cefter m l585 had once ten proxies. D'Ewe~, p. 314. 

As 



CHARLES I. 145 

As long as J ames lived, Briftol, fecure of the concealed favout· of that mo· 
narch, haJ expreifed all duty and obedience; in expeCtation, that an opportun ity 
would offi"r of re-inflating himfelf in his former credit and authority. Even af
ter Charles's acceffion, he defpaired not. He fubmitted to the King's order of 
remaining in his country~ feat, and of abfenting himfelf from parliament. Many 
trials he made to regain the good opinion of his mafter ; but finding them all 
fruitlefs, and obferv ing Charles to be intirely governed by Buckingham, his im
placlble enemy, he refolved no longer to keep any meafures with the court. A 
new lpiri t, he faw, and a new power, ariGng in the nation ; and to thefe he was 
refolved, for the future, to truft for his fecurity and protection. 

WHEN the parliament was fummoned, Charles, by a ftretch of prerogative, 
had given orders, that no writ, as is cuftomary, fhould be fent to Briftol *. That 
Nobleman applied to the houfe of lords by petition; and craved their good offi 
ces with the King for obtaining what was his due as a peer of the realm. His 

· writ was fent him ; but accompanied with a letter fron1 the Lord keeper, Coven
try, commanding him, in the King's name, to abfent himfelf from parliament. 
This letter Briftol conveyed to the lords, and afked advice how to proceed in fo 
delicate a fituation t. The King's prohibition was withdrawn, and Briftol took 
his feat. Provoked at thefe repeated inftances of vigour, which the court deno
minated contumacy, Charles ordered his attorney general to enter an accufation 
of high treafon againft him. By way of recrimination, Briftol impeached Buck
ingham of high treafon. The Earl's defence of himfelf and accufation of the 
Duke both remain :t:; and together with fome original letters ftill extant, contain 
the fulleft and moft authentic account of all the negotiations with the houfe of 
Aufhia. From the whole, the great imprudence of the Duke evidently appears, 
and the fway of his ungovernable paffions; but it would be difficult to collect 
thence any aCtion, which, in the eye of the law, could be deemed a crime ; much 
lefs could fubjeB: him to the penalty of high treafon. 

THE impeachment of the commons was ftilllefs dangerous to the Duke, were 
it eflimated by the ftandard of law and equity. The houfe, after having voted, 
upon fome queries of Dr. Turner's, that common fame was a fuificient ground of ac
cufation by the commons §, proceeded to frame regular articles againft Buckingham. 
They accufed him of having united many offices in his perfon ; of having bought 
two of them; of neglecting to guard the feas, infomuch that many merchant-fhips 
had fallen into the hands of the enemy ; of delivering fhips to the French King, 
in order to ferve againft the hugonots; of being employed in the fa1e of honours 

* Ruiliworth, vol. i. p. 236. t Ruibworth, vol. i. p. 237· 
\\Orth , vol. i. p. zs6, &c. z6z, 26 3, &c. fJa •.klyn, P· lZ3, &c. 
W h1t ockr, p. 5· 
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Franklyn, p. I 20, &c. ! Ru!h. 
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Chap. r. anrl offices; of accepting extenfive grants from the crown; of proct~ring .many 

16z6. titles of honour for his kindred; of adminifl:ring phyfic to the late Kwg Without 

acquainting his phyficians. All thefe articles appear, from comparing_ the accufa

tion and reply, to be either frivolous, or falfe, or both *. The only charge, 

which could be regarded as important, was, that he had extorted a fum of ten 

thoufand pounds from the Eail:-India company, and that he had confifcated fome 

goods belonging to French merchants, on pretence of their being the property of 

Spani!h. The impeachment never came to a full determination ; fo that it is dif

ficu:t for us to give a decifive opinion with regard to thefe articles: But it muft be 

confe.ffed, that the Duke's anfwer, in thefe particulars, as in a]l the refl:, is fo clear 

and fatisfaCtory, that it is impoffible to refufe our affent to it t. His faults and 

blemifhes were, in many refpeCts, very great ; but rapacity and avarice were 

vices, with which he was intirely unacquainted. 

'Tis remarkable, that the commons, tho' fo much at a lofs to find articles of 

charge againfl: Buckingham, never adopted Briftol's accufation, or impeached the 

Duke for his conduCt in the Spanifh treaty, the m oft blameable circumftance of 

his whole life. He had reafon to believe the Spaniards fincere in their profef

fions; yet, in order to gratify his private paffions, he had hurried his rnafrer 

and his country into a war pernicious to the interefts of both. But fo rivetted 

throughout the nation were the prejudices with regard to Spani!h deceit and 

faHhood, that very few of the commons feem, as yet, to have been convinced, 

that they had been feduced by Buckingham's narrati\re : A certain proof, that a 

difcovery of this nature was not, as is imagined by feveral hiftorians, the caufe 

of fo fudden and furprizing a variation in the meafures of the parliament t. 
WHILE 

* Rufhworth, vol. i. P· 306, &c. 375· &c. Journal, zsth March, I6z6. + Whitlocke, p. 7· 

t By a fpeech of Sir Simon D'Ewe~, in the firft year of the long parliament, it clearly appear!, 

that the nation never had, even to that time, been rightly inftruCl:ed in the tranfaB:ions of the Spanifh 

negotiation, and ftill bdieved the court of Madrid to have been altogether infincere in all their pro

feffions. What reafon, upon that fuppofition, had they to blame either the Prince or Buckingham 

for their conduCl:, or for the narrative delivered to the parliament? This is a capital fatl, and ought 

to be well attended to. D'Ewes's fpeech is in Nalfon, vol._ii. p. 368. No author or hiftorian of 

that age mentions the difcovery of Buckingham's impoftures as a caufe of difguft in the parliament. 

Whitlocke, p. I. only fays, that the commons began to fufpeCl:, that it had been .fpleen in Buckingham, 

not zeal for public good, cwhich had i11duced him to break the Spanijh naatch: A clear proof that his 

falfhood was not fufpeEted. \Vilfon, p. 780, fays, that Buckingham loft his populanty, after Briftol 

arrived, not becaufe that noblem,an difcovered the faHhood of his narrative, but becaufe he proved, 

that Buckingham,\\ hi le in Spain, had profeifed himfelf a papift; which is falfe, and which was never 

faid by Briftol. In all the debates which remain, not the leaft hint is ever given, that any falfhood was 

fufpetled in the narrative. I fhall farther add, that even if the parliament had difcovered the deceit 

in Buckingham's narrative, this ought not to have altered their political meafures, or made them refufe 

fupp1y to the King. They had fuppofed it praCticable to wreft the palatinate from the houfe of Auftria; 

they 
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WIHLE the commons were thus warmly engaged againft Buckingham, the 
King feemed defirous of embracing every opportunity, by which he could exprefs 
a contempt and difregard for them. No one was, at that time, fufficiently fenfible 
of the great weight, which the commons bore in the balance of the conflitution. 
The hiftory of England had never hitherto afforded an inftance, where any great 
movement or revolution had proceeded from the lower houfe. And as their rank 
both confidered in a body and as individuals, was but the fecond in the kingdom; 
nothing lefs than fatal experience could engage the Englifh princes to pay a due 
regard to the inclinations of that formidable aifembly. 

THE Earl of Suffolk, chancellor of the univerfity of Cambridge, dying about 
this time, Buckingham, tho' lying under impeachment, was yet, by means of 
court·interefl:, chofen in his place. The commons refented and loudly complain
ed of this affront; and the more to enrage them, the king himfelf wrote a letter 
to the uni verfity, extolling the Duke, and giving them thanks for his election *. 

THE Lord keeper, in the King's name, commanded the houfe expreOy not to 
meddle with his minifl:er and fervant, Buckingham; and ordered them to finifh in 
a few days, the bill, which they had begun for the fubfidies, and to make fome 
addition to them; otherwife they mufr expect to fit no longer t. And tho' thefe 
harfh commands were endeavoured to be explained and mollified, a few days af
terwards, by a fpeech of Buckingham t, they failed not to leave a very difagree
able impreffion behind then1. 

BESIDES a more ftately ftyle, which Charles, in general, affected to this par~ 
liament, than to the lafl:, he went fo far, in a meifage, as to threaten the commons, 
that if they did not furniih him with fupplies, he would be obliged to try new 

they had reprefented it as prudent to expend the blood and treafure of the nation on fuch an enter

prize; they had believed that the King of Spain never had any fincere in tention of reHoring that pr:n .. 

cipality. 'Tis certain that he had not now any fuch intention: And tho' there was reafon to fu fpea, 

that this alteration of his viewi had proceeded from the ill conduct of Buckingham, yet pail: errors 

could not be retrieved; and the nation was undoubtedly in the fame :fituation, which the parliament 

had ever fuppofed, when they fo much harra!fed their fovereign, by their impatient, importunate, and 

even undutiful felicitations. To which we may add, that Charles himfelf was certainly deceived by 

Buckingham, when he corroborated his favourite's narrative by his te!l:imony. Party hifl:orians are forne 

what inconfi!l:ent in their reprefentations of thefe tranfaClions: They reprefcnt the Spaniards as total ly 

infincere, that they may reproach James with credulity in being fo long deceived by them: They re ;. r . 

fent them as fincere, that they may reproach the K ing, the Prince, and the Duke, wi th falfhood in 

their narrative to the parliament. The truth is, they were infincere at firfr, but the reafom, proceed· 

ing from bigotry, were not fufpetled by J ames, and were at lafl: overcome. They became fincere, 

but the Prince, deceived by the many unavoidable caufes of delay, believed lhat they were frill de

ceiving him. 

. * Rufhworth, vol. i. p. 371. 
p. 451. Ru01worth, vol. i. p. 22 5· 

t Parl. Hift. vol. vi. p. 444· 
Franklyn, p. 1 1 S. 
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Chap. I. councils. This language was fufficiently cle.u: Yet, left any ambiguity fuould 
•6z6. remain, Sir Dudley Carleton, vice chamberlain, tod- care >ro explain it. " I 

" pray you confider," faid he, " what thefe new councils are or n1ay be. f fear 
" to declare thofe t11at I conceive. In all chriftian kin6doms, you know, that 
" parliaments were in ufe antiently, by which thofe kingdoms were governed in 
" a moft flourifhing manner; until the monarchs began to know their own 
" ftreno-th and feeino- the turbulent fpirit of their parliaments, at length they, 

0 ' b 
" by little and little, began to fiand on their prerogatives, and ~t laft overthrew 
" the parliaments, throughout Chriftendom, except here only with us. -~ 
" Let us be careful then to p:-eferve the King's good opinion of parliaments, 
" which brinaeth fuch haopinefs to this nation, and makes us envied of all others, 

0 1 

" while there is this fweetnefs between his M ajefty and the commons ; left we 
" Iofe the repute of a free people by our turbulency in parliament*." Thefe 
imprudent fuggeftions rather gave warning than ftruck terror. A precarious li
berty, the commons thought, which was to be preferved by uniimited com
plaifance, was no liberty at all. And it was neceffary, while yet in their power, 
to fecure the conftitution by fuch invincible barriers, that no King or minifter 
fuould ever, for the future, dare to fpeak fuch a language to any parliament, or 
even to entertain fuch a projeCt: againft them. 

Two members of the houfe, Sir Dudley Digges and Sir John Elliot, who had 
been employed as managers of the impeachment againft the Duke, were thrown 
into prifon t. The comn1ons immediately declared, that they would proceed no 
farther upon bufinefs till they had fatisfaB:ion in their privileges. Charles alleged, 
as the reafon of this violent meafure, certain feditious expreffions, which, he faid, 
had, in their accufation of the Duke, dropped from thefe members. Upon in .. 
quiry, it appeared, that no fuch expreffions had been ufed :j:. The members were 
releafed; an<;l the King reaped no farther benefit from this attempt than to 
exafperate the houfe frill farther, and to fhow fome degree of precipitancy and 
indifcretion. 

MovED by this example, the houfe of peers were roufed from their inaCl:ivity; 
and claimed liberty for the Earl of Arundel, who had been lately confined in the 
Tower. After many fruitlefs evaGons, the King, tho' fomewhat ungracefully, 
was at lafl: obliged to comply §. And in this incident, it fufficiently appeared, 
that the lords, however little inclined to popular courfes, were not wanting in a 
juft fenfe of their own dignity. 

• Rufuw. vol. i. p. 3 59· Whitlocke, p. 6. 

t Rufhw. vo1. i. p. 358, 361. Franklyn, p. 180. 

franklyn, p. 181. 
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CHARLES I. 
I 

THE ill humour of the commons, thus wantonly irritated by ' the court, and 
findina no a- ratification in the leaal impeachment of Buckingham, fought other 

~ b ~ 

materials, on \Yhich it mig},t exert itfelf. The never failing cry of popery here 
ferved them in ftead . They again claimed the execution of the penal laws againft 
CJtholics; and they prefentec! to the King a lift of perfons, entrufted with offices, 

1noft of them infig nificant, who were either convicted or fufpeB:ed recufants *· 
In this parti cul ar, they had, perhaps, fom e reafon to blame the King's condutl:. 
He had promifed to the Jaft houfe of commons a redrefs of this religious grie
vance: But he was ~pt, in imitation of his father, to imagine, that the parliament, 
when they failed of fupplying his neceffities, had, on their part, freed him from 
the obligation of a il ritl: performance. A new odium, likewife, by thefe repre
fentations, was attempted to be thrown upon Buckingham. His mother, who 
had great influence over him, was a profeffed catholic; his wife was not free from 
fufpicion: And the indu]gence given to catholics, was of courfe fuppofed to pro
ceed intirely from his credit and authority. So violent was the bigotry of the 
times, that it was thought a fufficient reafon for difqualifying any one from holding 
an office, that his wife or relations, or companions were papifi:s, tho' he himfelf , 
were a conformift t. 

'Trs remarkable, that perfecution was here chiefly pufhed on by laymen; and 
that the church was willing to have granted more liberty than would be allowed by 
the commons. The reconciling doctrines likewife of Montague failed not anew 
to meet with fevere cenfures from that zealous affembly :f:. 

THE next attack, made by the commons, had it prevailed, would have provea 
decifive. They were preparing a remonftrance againft the levying of tonnage 
and poundage without confent of parliament. This article, together with the 
new impoGtions laid on merchandize by J ames, conSTituted near a half of the 
crown-revenues; and by depriving the King of thefe refources, they would have 
reduced him to total fubjetl:ion and dependance. While they retained fuch a 
pledge, befides the fupply already promifed, they were fure that nothing could 
be refufed them. Tho' after canvaffing the matter near three months, they found 
themfelves utterly incapable of fixing any legal crime upon the Duke, they juftly 
regarded him as a very unable and even dangerous minifter; and they intended to 
prefent a petition, which would then have been equivalent to a command, for re
moving him from his majefty's perfon and councils §. 

THE King was alarmed at the yoke, which he faw prepared for him. Bucking .. 
ham's great guilt, he thought, was the being his friend and favourite IJ. All the 

* Franklyn, p. 195. Ruihworth. t See the lift in Franklyn and Rufhworth. 

t Rufhw. vol. i. p. 209. § Ru!hw. vol. i. p. 400. Franklyn, p. 199· 

11 Franklyn, p. 178. 
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Chap. I. other complaints againft him were mere pretences. P:- little before, he was the 
16z6. idol of the people. No new crime had fince been dtfcovered. After the moft 

diligent enquiry, prompted by the greate~ malice, the fmalleft appear~nce of 
guilt could not .be fixed upon him. ~hat 1.de~, he afked~ mu a all ma~kmd en
tertain of his honour, fhould he facnfice h1s mnocent fnend to pecumary con
.fiderations ? What farther authority would he retain in the nation, were he capa
ble, in the beginning of his reign, to give, in fo fignal an inftance, fuch matter of 
triumph to his enemies, and difcouragement to his adherents? To-day, the 
commons pretended to wreft his minifter from him. To-morrow, they would at~ 
tack fome branch of his prerogative. By their remonftrances and promifes and 
proteftations, they had engaged the crown in a war. So foon as they faw a retreat 
impoffible, without waiting for new incidents, without covering themfelves with 
new pretences, they immediately deferred him, and refufed him all reafonable fup
ply. It was evident, that they defired nothing fo much as to fee him plunged in 
inextricable difficulties, of which they intended to take advantage. To fuch deep 
perfidy, to fuch unbounded ufurpations, it was neceffary to oppofe a proper firm
nefs and refo\ution. And any extremity was preferable to the contempt of fub .. 
jetts, to the infults of mean ad verfaries. 

PROMPTED by thefe motives, Charles was determined immediately to diifulve 
the parliament. When this refolution was known, the houfe of peers, whofe 
compliant behaviour ir.titled them to fome authority with him, endeavoured to 
interpofe *; and they petitioned him, that he would allow the parliament to fit 
fame time longer. .Not a moment longer, cried the King haftily t; and he foon 
after ended this feffion by a diffolution. 

As this meafure was forefeen, the commons took care to finifh and djfperfe their 
remonftrance, which they intended as a juftification of their conduct to the pea-

t 5th of June. ple. The King likewife, on his part, publifhed a declaration, where he gave 
the reafons of his difagreement with the parliament, and of their fudden diffolu
tion, before they had time to conclude any one act :J:. Thefe papers furnifhed the 
p.1rtizans on both fides with ample matter of apology or of recrimination. But 
all impartial men judged, " '.that the commons, tho' they had not violated any 
" law, yet, by their unpliablenefs and independance, were infenfibly changing, 
'' perhaps improving, the fpirit and genius, while they preferved the forms, of 
" the c_onftitu~ion: And that the King was acting altogether without any plan; 
" runnmg on m a road, furrounded, on all fides, with the moft dangerous preci
" pices, and concerting no proper meafures, either for fubmitting to the obftinacy 
" of the commons, or for fubduing it." 

• Rufuw. vol. i. p. 398. t Sanderfon,s life of Ch. I. p. 58. 

t Franklyn, p. Zb3, &c. Parl. Rift. vol. vii. p. 300. 
AFTER 
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· AFTER a breach with the parliament, which feemed fo difficult to repair, the 
only rational council which Charles could purfue, was immediately to conclude a 
peace with Spain, and to render himfelf, as far as poffiblc, independent of his 
people, who difcovered fo little inclination to fupport him, or rather who feem to 
have formed a determined refolution to abridge his authority. Nothing could be 
n1ore eafy in the execution than this meafure, nor more agreeable to his own and 
to national intereft: But befides the treaties and engagements, which he had en-
tered into with Holland and with Denmark, the King's thoughts were, at this 
time, intirely averfe to pacific councils. There are two circumftances in Charles's 
character, feemingly incompatible, which attended him during the whole courfe 
of his reign, and were in part the caufe of all his misfortunes: He was very fted-
dy and even obftinate in his purpofe; and he was eafil y governed, by reafon of his 
facility, and of his deference to men, much inferior to himfelf both in morals and 
underftanding. His great ends he inflexibly maintained: But, the means of at-
taining them, he readily received from his minifters and favourites; tho' not al· 
ways fortunate in his choice. The violent, impetuous Buckingham, inflamed 
with a defire of revenge for injuries, which he himfelf had committed, and ani-
n1ated with a love for glory, which he had not talents to merit, had, at this time, 
notwithftanding his profufe, licentious life, acquired an invincible afcendant over 
the virtuous and gentle temper of the King. 

Chap. I. 
t6z6. 

THE 1uw councils, which Charles had mentioned to the parliament, were now Violent mea. 

to be tried, in order to fupply his neceffities. Had he poffeffed any military force, fures ef the 

on which he could depend, 'tis not improbable, that he had, at once, taken off court. 

the mafk, and governed without any regard to parliamentary privileges: So high 
an idea had he received of kingly prerogative, and fo contemptible a notion of the 
rights of thofe popular affemblies, from which, he very naturally thought, he 
had met with fuch ill ufage. But his army was new levied, ill paid, and worfe 
difciplit1ed; no wife fuperior to the militia, who were much more numerous, and 
who were, in a great meafure, under the influence of the country gentlemen. It 
behoved him, therefore, to proceed cautioufly, and to cover his enterprizes under 
the pretence of antient precedents, which, confidering the great authority com-
monly enjoyed by his predeceffors, could not be wanting to him. 

A coMMISSION was openly granted to compound with the catholics, and agree 
for a difpenfation with the penal laws, enaCted againft then1 *. By this expedient, 
the King both filled his coffers, and gratified his inclination of giving indulgence 
to thefe religionifts: But he could not readily have employed any branch of prero· 
gative, which would have been more difagreeable, or would have appeared more 
exceptionable to his proteftant fubjecrs. 

* Rufhw. vol. i. p. 41 3· Whitlocke, p. 7· 
1 FROwi 



Chap. I. 
16z6. 

25th of Au
gu11. 

HIS T 0 R Y or G RE A~ BRIT A I N. 

FRoM the nobility, he defi .. e2 affi fl:ance: From the city, he required .a loan of 

100
,
000 

pounds. 1~he for mer cor.tributed fiowly: But the latter, covenng them
felves under many pretences and excufes, gave him at I aft a flat denial *. 

IN order to equip a fleet, a difiribution, by order of the council, was made to 
all the maritime towns; and each of them was required, with the affifrance of the 
adjacent counties, to arm fo n1any veffels, as were appointed then1 t. The city 
of London was rated at twenty fhips. This is the firft appearance, in Charles's 
reign, of fuip-money; a taxation, which had once been impofed by Elizabeth, 
but which afterwards, when carried fome fteps farther, by Charles, created fuch 

violent difcontents. 
OF fotne, loans were required t: To others, the way of benevolence was pro

pofed: Methods, fupported by precedents, but always invidious even in times 
more fubmiffive and compliant. In the moft abfolute governments, fucb expe
dients would be regarded as irregular and diforderly. 

THE sE councils for fupply were con_duCl:ed with foiT'e n1oderation; till news ar
rived, that a great battle was fought, between the King of Denmark and Count 
Tilly, the imperial general; where the former was totally defeated. Money now, 
more thin ever, became neceffary in order to repair fo great a breach in the alli
ance, and to fupport a prince who was fo nearly related to Charles, and who had 
been engaged in the war, chiefly by the intrigues, follicitations, and promifes of 
the Englifh monarch. After fome deliberation, an aB: of council was paffed~ im
porting, that, as the urgency of affairs admitted not the way of parliament, the 
moft fpeedy, equal, and convenient method of fupply was by a GENERAL LoAN 
from the fubject, according as every man was affeffed in the rolls of the I aft fubfi
dy. That precife fum was required, which each would have paid had the vote of 
four fubfidies been paffed into a law: But care was taken to inform the people, 
that the fums exacted were not to be called fubfidies but loans §. Had any doubt 
remained, that forced loans were a violation of liberty, and muft, by neceffary 
confequence, render all parliaments fuperfluous; this was the proper expedient 
for opening the eyes of the whole nation. 

THE commiffioners, appointed to levy thefe loans, among other articles of fe
cret inftruB:ion, were enjoined, " If any O:ull r-:fufe to lend, and fhall make 
" delays or excufes, and perfift in his obftinacy, that they examine him upon 
" oath, whether he has b~~o dealt with to deny or refufe to lend, or make an 
" excufe for not lend ng? Who has Jeait with him, and what fpeeches or per
'~ fuafion~ we~e ufe~ to ~!ut purpofe? A_nd tha~ they !hall alfo charge every fuch 
" perfon m hts Majefty s name, upon hts allegtan:e, not to difclofe to any one, 

• Rulhw. vol. i. p. 41 5. 
:t Rnfhw. vol. i. p. 416. 

Frar.klyn, p. zo6. · t Rufhw. vol. i. p. 4 15• 

§ Ru!hw. vol. i. p. ~. 18. Whitlocke, p. 8. 
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" what his anfwer was • ." So violent an inquifitorial power, fo impraaicable an Chap . r. 
attempt at fecrecy, were the objects of indignation, and even in fome degree of 16 26• 

ridicule. 

TaAT religious prejudices might fupport civil authority, fermons were preach

ed by Sibthorpe and Manwaring, in favour 0f the gen:.-ral loan ; and the court 

very induftrioufiy fpread them over the kingdom. Paffive obedience was there 

recommended in its full extent, the whole authority of the ftate was reprefented 

as belonging to the King alone, and all limitations of laws and confiitt1tio~s were 

rejected as feditious and impious t. So openly was this dochine efpoufed by the 

King, that Archbifhop Abbot, a popular and virtuous prelate, becaufe he would 

not licence Sibthorpe's fermon, was fufpended from the exercife of his office; ba

nHhed from London, and confined to one of his country-feats :f:. Abbot's pria

ciples of liberty, and his oppofition to Buckingham, had always rendered him 

very ungracious at court, and had acquired him the character of a puritan. For 

it is remarkable, that that party made the privileges of the nation as much a part 

of thtir religion, as the church-party · did the prerogatives of the crown ; and no· 

thing tended farther to recommend among the people, who always take opinions 

in the lump, the whole fyftem and principles of the former feet The King foon 

found, by fatal experience, that this engine of religion, which, with fo little ne

ceffity, was introduced into politics, falling under more fortunate management, 

was played with the moft terrible fuccefs againft him. 

WHILE the King, inftigated by anger and neceffity, thus employed the whole 

extent of his prerogative, the fpirit of the people was far from being fubdued. 

Throughout all England, many refufed thefe loans, and fome were even active 

in encouraging their neighbours to infift upon their common rights and privi

leges. By warrant of the council, theft were thrown into prifon 11· Moft of 

them with patience fubmitted to confinement, or applied by petition to the King, 

who commonly releafed them. Five gentlemen alone, Sir Thomas Darnel, Sir 

John Corbet, Sir Waiter Earl, Sir John Heveningham, and Sir Edmond Hamb

den, had fpirit enough, at their own hazard and expence, to defend the public 

liberties, and to demand releafement, not as a favour from the court, but as their 

due, by the laws of their country§. No particular caufe was affigned of their 

confinement. The fpecial command alone of the King and council was pleaded. 

And it was afferted, that, by law, this was not fufficient reafon for refufing bail or 

releafement to the prifoners. 

• Ruihw. vol. i. p. 419. Franklyn, p. 20 j. t Rufhw. vol. i. p . . pz . Franklyn, p. zo8, 

t Ruthw. vol. i. p. 431. 11 Rufhw. vol. i . p. 4z9. Franklyn, ·p. 2 I.P· 

; Rulhw. vol. i. p. 458. Franktyn, p. 224. Whitlocke, p. 8. 
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THIS queftion was brought to a folemn tria1, before he King's Bench ; and 

the whole kinadom was attentive to the iifue of a caufe, which was of much 
t) 

greater confequence than the event of many battles. 

Bv the debates on this fubjetl:, it appear~d, beyond controverfy, to the na

tion, that their ancefrors had been fo jealous of perfonal liberty, as to fecure it 

againfl: arbitrary power in the crown, by fix ~ feveral ftatutes, and by an ar

ticle t of the GREAT CHART " R itfelf, the moft facred foundation of the laws 

and conH:itution. But the Kings of England, who had not been able to prevent 

the c-nacting thefe law~, had fufficient authority, when the tide of liberty was 

fpent, to hinder their regubr execution ; and they deemed it fuperfluous to attempt 

the formal repeal of ftatutcs, which they found fo many expedients and pretences 

to elude. Turbulent and feditious times frequently occurred, when the fafety 

of the people abfolutely required the confinement of factious leaders; and by 

the genius of the old conftitution, the prince, of himfelf, was accufromed to 

a.!fume every branch of prerogative, which was found neceffary for the preferva

tion of public peace and of his own authority. Expediency at other times, 

would cover itfelf under the appearance of neceffity; and, in proportion as pre· 

cedents multiplied, the will alone of the fovereign was fufficient to fupply the 

place of expediency, of which he conil:ituted himfelf the foie judge. Tho' re

bellious fubjects had frequently, in the open field, refifted the King's authority; 

no perfon had been found fo bold, while confined and at mercy, as to fet him

felf in oppofition to regal power, and to claim the protection of the laws and con

ftitution, againft the will of the fovereign. It vas not till this age, when the fpirit 

of liberty was univerfally diffufed, when the principles of government were nearly 

reduced by a fyfrem, that thefe five gentlemen above- mentioned, by a noble ef

fort, ventured, in this national caufe, to bring the queftion to a final determina-: 

tion. And the King was aftoni{hed to obferve, that a power, exercifed by his 

predeceffors almoft without interruption, was found, upon trial, to be directly 

oppoflte to the clearefr laws, and fupported by few undoubted precedents in courts 

ofjudicature. Thefe had fcarce1y, in any inftance, refufed bail upon the com

mitments by fpecial command of the King; becaufe the perfons committed had 

feldom or never dared to demand it, at leafr infift on their demand. 

S1 R Randolf Crew, Lord chief jufl:ice, h'4d been difplaced, as unfic for the purpofes 

of the court: SirNicholas Hyde, efreemed more obfequious, had obtained that high 

office: Yet the judges, lJy his di"reCtion, went no farther than to remand the gentle

men to their prifons, and refufe the bail, which was ofrered :f:. Heathe, the attorney

general infitl:ed, th"t the court, in imitation of the judges in the thirty-four.th of 

* 25 Edw. III. cap. 4· zS Edw. IIT. cap. 3· 37 Edw. III. cap. 18. 38 Edw. III. cap. 9· 

42. Edw. IfJ. cap. 3· 1 Rich. ll. cap. 12. t Chap. 29. t Ru!hw. vol. i. p. 46z. 
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Elizabeth*, fuould enter a general judgment, that no bail could be granted upon 
a commitment by the King or council t. But the judges wifely declined cool
plying. The nation, they faw, were already, to the laft degree, exafperated. 
In the prefcnt difP,ofition . of mens minds, univerfal complaints prevailed, as if 
the kipgdom were reduced to fiavery. And the moil: invidious prerogative of the 
crown, it was faid, that of imprifoning the fubj"B:, is here, openly and folemnly, 
and in numerous inftances, exercifed for the moft invidious purpofe; in order to 

extort loans, or rather fubfidies, without confent of parliament. 

BuT this was not the onl¥ hardfhip, of which the nation then thought, that 
they had reafon to complain. Ihe ar.my, which had made the fruitlefs expe
dition to Cadiz, were difperfea throughout the kingdom ; and money was levied 

11pon the counties, for the payment of their quarters :f:. 
THE foldiers were billetted upon private houfes, contrary to cuftom, which 

required, that, in all ordinary cafes, they fuould be quartered in inns and public -

houfes 11· · 

THosE, who had refufed or delayed the loan, were fure to be loaded with a 
greater number of thefe dangerous and diforderly gu fts. 

·M ANY too, of low condition, who had fhown a refractory difpofition, wet e 
preffed into the fervice, and inliftea in the fleet or army§. Sir Peter I--Iayman, for 
the fame .reafon, was difpatched on an errand into the Palatinate~ : Glanville, an 
eminent lawyer, had been obliged, during the former interval of parliament, to 

accept of an office in the navy**. 
THE foldiers, ill-paid ar;1d undifcip ined, committed n1any crimes and outrages; 

and increafed extremely the public difcontents. To prevent thefe diforders, mar
ti~il law, fo neceff'ary to the fupport of difcipline, was t:xercifed upon the foldiers. 
By a contradiCtion, which is very natural, when the people are exafperated, the 
outrages of the army were compl1ined of; the remedy was thought frill more 
intolerable tt. Tho' the expediency, if we are not rather to fay, the neceffity, of 
n1artial law, had forrnerly been deemed, of itfelf, a fufficient ground for efia
bli!hing it; men, now become more jealous of liberty, and more refined rea
foners in quefiions of government, regarded, as illegal and arbitrary, every ex
ercife of authority, which was not fupported by exprefs ftatute, or uninterrupted 

precedent. 
IT may fafely be affirmed, that, except a few courtiers or ecclefiafiics, all 

men were difpleafed with this high exertion of prerogative, and this new fpirit of 
adminiftration. Tho' antient precedents were ~leaded in favour of the King's 

""State Trials, vol. vii. p. If7· 

11 Rniliw. vol. i. p. 419. 
• Pari. Hifr. v?l. vii. p. 310. 

t Id. p. 161. :t: Ruiliw. vol. i. p. 419. 

§ Id. p. ~pz. f& Id. p. 431. 
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meafures ; a great difference, upon con1parifon, was obferved between the ca.res. 

Acts of power, however irregular~ might c~fually and at inte~vals, be.exerctfed 

by ·a prince, for the fake of difpatch or expedtency ; and yet ltberty fbll fuofift, 

in fome tolerable degree, under his adminiftration. But where all thefe were 

reduced into a fyftem, were exerted without interruption, were ftudioufly fought 

... or, in order to fuppiy the place of laws., and fubdue the refraCl::ory fpirit of the 

nation; it was neceffary to find fome fpeedy remedy, or finally to abandon all 

hopes of preferving the freedom of the confiitution. Nor could moderate men 

efteem the provocation, whi-eh the King had received, tho' great, fufficient to 

arrant all tliefe violent meafures. The commons, as yet, had nowife invaded 

hi~ ·authority: They had only exercifed, as beil: pleafed them, their own privi· 

leges. Was he excufable, becaufe, from one houfe of parliament, he had met 

with hadh and unkind treatment, to make, in revenge, an invafion on the rights 

and rbl!rties of the whole nation? 

• ' BUT great was at this time the furprize of all men, when Charles, baffied in 

every attempt againft the Auftrian dominions, embroiled with his own fubjea~, 

unfupplied with any treafure but what he extorted by the moft invidious and 

m oft dangerous meafures ; as if the half of Europe, now his enemy, W'\5 not 

fufficient for the ex~rcife of military prowefs; wantonly attacked France, the 

other great kingdom in his neighbourhood, and engaged at once in war againft 

thofe two powers, whofe interefts were hitherto efteen1ed fo incompatible, that 

they could never, it was thought, agree either in the fame friendfhips or enmi

ties. All authentic memoirs, both foreign and domeftic, afcribe to Bucking .. 

ham's councils this war with France, and reprefent him, as actuated by motives, 

which would app~ar incredible, were we not fufficiently acquainted with the ex

treme violence and temerity of his character. 

THE. three great n1onarchie.s of Europe were at this time ruled by young 

prince5, Philip, Louis, and Charles, who were nearly of the fame age, and who 

had refigned the government of themfelves and of their kingdoms to their crea

tures and minifters, Oli.varez, Richelieu, and Buckingham. The people, whom 

the moderate temper or narrow genius of their princes, would have allowed to 

remain for -ever in tranquillity, were ftrongly agitated by the emulation and jea

loufy of the minifters. Above all, the towering fpirit of Richelieu, incapable 

of reft, promifed an aCtive age) and gave indications of great revolutions through-

out all Euro~ : : , , 

THIS man had no foone.r ~.by fupplenefs and intrigue, got poffeffion of the 

reins ·of governmen~,. than he formed, at o~ce, three mighty projeCts ; to fub

due the turbulent fp1t1ts of the great, to reduce the rebellious huo-onots and to 

curb the encroac.hing power of the houfe of Au.il:ria. Undaunted a~d im~]acable,. 
prudent and achve, he · braved all the oppofu1on of the French princes and no-

bles 



CHAR LE~ I. 157 

bles in the profecution of his vengeance ; he difcovered and diffipated all their Chap. r. 
mofr fecret cabals and confpiracies. His fovereign himfelf, he held in fubjection, 

162
7· 

while he exalted ,the throne; The people, while they loft their liberties, ac-
quired, by means of his adminiftration, learning, order, difcipline, and renown. 
U:hat confufed and inaccurate genius of government, which France partook in 
common with other European kingdoms, he changed into a fimple monarchy; 
ut the ver.y time, when the incapacity of Bucki~gham encouraged the free Fpiri~ 
of the commons to efi:ablifh in England a regular fyfiem of liberty. ., ~ 

HOWiVER unequal the comparifon between thefe minifters, Buckingham had 
entertained a mighty jealoufy againfi: Richelieu ; a jealoufy not founded on rival· 
.{hip of power and politics, but of love and gallantry ; where the Duke was as. 
ffi\.lch fuperior to the Cardinal, as he was .inferi.or in every other particular. 

AT the time, when Charles married by proxy the Princefs Henrietta, the Duke 
of Buckingham had been difpatched into France, in order to grace the nuptials, 
and conauct the new Queen into England. The eyes of the whole French court 
were directed by curiofity towards that man, who had enjoyed the unlimited favour 
of two fucceffive monarchs, and who, from a private ftation, had mounted, in the 
earlieft youth, to the abfolute government of three kingdoms. The extreme 
beauty of his perfon, the gracefulnefs of his air, the fplendor of his equipage, his 
fine tafte in drefs; feftivals, and carroufels, correfponded to the prepoffeffions en

tertained in his favour: The affability of his behaviour, the gaiety of his manners-, 
the magnificence of his expence, increafed ftill farther the general admiration, 
which was paid him. All bufinefs being already concerted, the time was intirely 
fpent in n1irth and entertainments ; and, during thofe fplendid fcenes, among 
that gay people, the Duke found himfelf in a fituation, where he was perfeCtly 
qualified to excel •. But his great fuccefs at Paris proved as fatal as his former 
failure at Madrid. Encouraged by the fmiles of the court, he dared to carry his 
ambitious addreifes to the OEeen herfelf; and he failed not to make impreffion 
on a heart not undifpofed to the tender paffions. That attachment, at l~afi, of the· 
mind, which appears fo delicious, and is fo dangerous, feems to have been encou
raged by the Princefs ; and the Duke prefumed fo far on her good graces, that,. 
after his departure, he fecretly returned upon fame pretence, and, paying a vifit 
to the ~1een, was difmiffed with a reproof, which favoured more of kindnefs than 

of anger t. 
INFORMATION of this correfpondence was foon carried to Richelieu. The 

vigilance of that minifter was here farther rouzed by jealoufy. He too, either
from vanity or politics, had ventured to pay his addreffes to 'tbe QEeen. But a 
prieft, paft middle age, of a fevere charaaer, and .occupied in the m oft extenfiv-e 

w Cl.arendon ,·ol. i. p. 38. ;t Memoires de Ma~L de Motteville .. 
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plcms of an bition or vengeance, was but. an unequal match in that co~te~, f?r 
a young courtier, intirely difpofea to gatety and gallantry.. The Ca:dmal s di:
appointment flrongly inclined him to counter .. work the amorous proJects of n1s 
rival. When the Duke was making preparations for a new embaffy to Paris, a 
rneff'ao-e was fent Him from Lotlis, that he muft not think of fuch a journey. 1n 

b 
a romantic paffion, he [wore, ~bat he would fee the ~ueen, in fpite of all the power 
of France; and from that moment, he was determined to engage England in 

a war with that kingdom t. 
· HE firft took ad vantage of fome quarrels, excited by the Queen of England's 

atten~.. ants ; and he perfuaded Charles to difmifs, at once, all her Fren h fervants, 
contrary to the articles of the marriage-treaty t. He encouraged the Eng1ilh 
fl1ips of war and privateers to feize veffels, belonging to French merchants; 
;1nd theft he forthwith condemned as prizes by fentence of the court of admiralty. 
But finding, that all thefe injuries produced only remonftrances and embaffies, 
or at moft reprizals, on the part of France; he refolved to fecond the intrigues 
of the Duke of Soubize, and to undertake at once a military expedition againft 
that nation. · 

ouBJZE, who, with his brother, the Duke of Rohan, was the leader of the 
hugonot faCtion, was at that time in London, and ftrongly folicited Charles to 
embrace · the protection of thefe difireffed religionifts. He rep,refented, That:
after the inhabitants of RochelJe had been rcprsffed by the combined fquadrons of 
England and fiolland, after peace was concluded with the French King ~under 

Charles's mediation, the ambitious Cardinal was fliH meditating the defiruB:ion of 
the hugonots; that preparations were filently making in every province of France 
for the fuppreffion of their religion ; that forts were ereCted in order to bridle Ro
chelle, the moft confiderable bulwark of the proteftants; th. t the reformed in 
France caft th ir eyes on Charles as the head of their faith, and confide ed him as 
a p~· nee engaged by inter ft, as well as inclination, to fupport them ; that, fo lo1 g 
as their party fubfifted, Charles might rely on their obedience, as much as on 
that of his own fubiects ; but, if their liberties were once ravilhed from them, the 
power of France., freed from this impediment, would foon becon1e formidable to 
England, and to all the neighbouring nations. 

THo' Charles probably bore but fmall favour to the· hugonots, who fo much re
fembled the puritans, in difcipline and worihip, in religion and politics ; he yet 
allowed himfelf to be gained by thefe arguments, inforced by the felicitations of 
Buckingham. A fleet of an hundred fail, and an army of 7000 men, were fitted 
out for the invalion of France, and both of then1 entrufted to the command of 
the Duke, who was altogether l nacquainted both with land and fea-fervice. The 

t Clare 1don, vol. i. p. 38. t Rufuw. vol. i. ~· 423, 424. · 
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fleet appeared before Rochelle: But fo ill-concerted were the Duke's meafures, Chap. I. 

that the inhabitants of that city fhut their gates, and refufed to admit allies, of 1027· 

whofe coming they were not previoufly informed *. All his military; operations 9 th of July. 

fhowed equal incapacity and inexperience. lnftead of attacking Oleron, a fertile Exp~dition to 
ifland and defencelefs, he bent his courfe to the ifle of Rhe, which was well garri- ~~({fie of 

foned and fortified : Having landed his men, tho' with fome lofs, he fqllowed not 
the blow, but allowed Toiras, the French governor, five days refpite; during 
which St. Martin was victualled and provided for a !lege t. He left behind him the 
fmall fort of Prie, which could at firft have made no manner of refiftance : Tho, 
refolved to ftarve St. Martin, he guarded the fea negligently, and allowed provi-
fions and ammunition to be thrown into it: Defpairing to reduce it by famine, 
he attJcked it without having made any breach, and rafhly threw away the lives 
of the foldiers : Having found, that a French army had ftolen over in fmall di-
vifions, and had landed at Prie, the fort which he had at firft overlooked, he 
began to think of a retreat; but made it fo unfkilfully, that it was equivalent to 2 8th of oao~ 

a total rout: He was the laft, of the whole army, that embarked ; and he re- ber. 

turned to England, having loft two thirds of his land-forces ; totally difcredited 
both as an admiral and a general; and bringing no praife with him, but that vul-
gar one of courage and perfonal bravery. 

'[HE Duke of Rohan, who had taken arms as foon as Buckingham appeared 
upon the coafr, difcovered the dangerous fpirit of the feet, without being able to 
do any mifchief: The inhabitants of Rochelle, who had, at laft, been induced to 
join themfelves to the Engli!h, haftened the vengeJnce of their mafttr, exhaufted 
their provifions in fupplying their allies, and were threatened with an immediate 
fiege. Such were the fruits of Buck;ngham's expedition againft France. 

C H A P. 11. 

f!hird parliament.--Petition if right.-Prorogation.-Death qf 
Buckingham.-New fe.Jlion of parliament.--Tonnage and poundage . 

... -Arminianifin.--Dijfolution of the parliament. 

HERE was reafon to apprehend fome diforder or infur.retl:ion from the 
oifcontents, which prevailed among the people. Their. liberties, th y 

elieved, were ravifhed from them; illegal t~xes extorted; their, commerce, 

* Rufhw. vol. i. p. 426. t Whitlocke, p. 8. Sir Ph. \Varwit:k, p. 15. 
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which had met with a fevere check from the Spani!h, was totally annihilated by 
the French war; thofe n1ilitary honours, tranfmitted to them from their ancef
tors, had received a grievous ftain, by two unfuccefsful and ill-conducted expe
ditions; fcarce an illuftrlous family but mourned, from the I aft of them, the 
Jofs of a fon or brother; greater calamities were dreaded from the war with thefe 
powerful monarchies, concurring with the internal diforders, under which the 
nation laboured. And thefe ills were afcribed, not to the refractory difpofition 
of the two former parliaments, to which they were partly owing; but folely to 
Charles's obftinacy, in adhering to the councils of Buckingham; a man no wife 
intitled, by his birth, age, fervices, or merit, to that unlimited confidence, re
pofed in him. To be facrificed to the intereft, policy, and ambition of the great, 
is fo much the common lot of the people, that they may appear unreafonable, who 
would pretend to complain of it: But to be the vicrim of the frivolous gallantry 
of a favourite, aqd of his boyi!h caprices, feemed the fubject of peculiar indig-

nation. 
IN this fituation, it may be imagined, the King and the Duke dreaded, above 

all things, the aifembling a parliament: But, fo little fore!ight had they polfeffed 
in their enterprizing fchemes, that they found themfelves under an abfolute ne
ceffity of embracing that expedient. The money levied, or rather extorted, un· 
der colour of prerogative, had come in very flowly, and had left fuch ill hu
mour in the nation, that it appeared dangerous to renew the experiment . . 
The abfolute neceffity of fupply, it was hoped, would engage the commons to 
forget all paft injuries ; and, having experienced the ill effeCl:s of former obll:i
n.lcy, they would probably affemble with a refolution of making fome reafon
able compliances. The more to foften them, it was concerted, by Sir Robert 
Cotton's advice*, that Buckingham ihould be the firft perfon, who propofed in 
council the calling a new parliament. Having laid in this ftock of merit, 
he expeCted, that all his former -mifdemeanors would be overlooked and for
given, and that, inftead of a tyrant and oppreffor, he 1hould be regarded as the 
firft patriot in the nation. 

THE views of the popular leaders were much more judicious and profound. 
When the commons affembled, they appeared to be men of the fame independent 
f pirit with their predeceffors, and poffeffed of fuch riches, that their p1'operty 
was computed to furpafs three times that of the houfe of peers t; they were de
puted by burroughs and counties, inflamed, all of them, by the late violation~ 
of liberty; many of the members themfelves had been caft into prifon, and 
had fuffered by the meafures of the court; yet, notwithftanding all thefe circum
ftances, which might prompt them to embrace violent refolutions, they en rreo 

• Franklyn, p. :30. t Sanderfon, p. 106. Walker, p. 339• 
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upon bufinefs with perfect temper and decorum. They confider d, that the Ch rr ap. • 
King, difgufled at thefe popular affemblies, and little prepoffeffed in favour of 16z8. 

their privileges, wanted but a fair pretence' of breaking with them, and would 
,. feize the firft: opportunity offered by any incident or undutiful beha iour of the 

members. He fairly told them, in his firff fpeech, that, " If they fhould not 
" do their duties, in contributing to the neceffities of the ftate, he mufr, in dif
" charge of his conlcience, ufe thofe other means, which God had put into his 
" hands, in order to fave that which the follies of fome particular men may 
" otherwife put in danger. Take not this for a threatening,'' added the King, ' 
" for I fcorn to threaten any but my equals; but as an admonition from him, 
" who, by nature and duty, has moft care of your prefervation and profperity * .' 
The Lord keeper, by the King's direCtion, fubjoined, '' This way of parlia
'' mentary fupplies, as his Majefty told you, he hath chofen, not as the only 
'' way, but as the fitteft; not becaufe he is deftitute of others, but becaufe it 
'' is tnoft agreeable to the goodnefs of his own moft gracious difpofition, and to 
" the defire and weal of his people. If this be deferred, neceffity and the fword 
" of the enemy make way to the others. Remember his Majefty's admonition; 
" I fay, remember it t.'' From thefe avowed maxims, the commons forefaw, 
that, if the leaft handle was afforded, the King would immediately diffolve them, 
and would thence forward deem himfelf juftified for violating, in a manner frill 

1nore open, all the antient forms of the conftitution. No remedy could then b 
looked for, but from infurrettions and civil war, of which the ilfue would be ex
tremely uncertain, and which muft, in all events, prove infinitely calamitous to 
the whole nation. To correct the late diforders in the adminiftration required 
fome new laws, which would, no doubt, appear harlh to a prince, fo enamoured of 
his prerogative; and it was requifite to temper, by the decency and moderation 
of their debates, the rigour, which muft neceffarily attend their determinations • 

.. Nothing can give us a higher idea. of the capacity of thofe men, who now guided 
the comtnons, and of the great authority, which they had acquired, than the 
forming and executing fo judicious and fo difficult a plan of operations. 

THE decency, however, which the popular leaders had prefcribed to them
fel ves, and recommended to others, hindered them not from making the loud eft 
and ' moft vigorous complaints againft the grievances, under which the nation had 
lately laboured. Sir Francis Seymour faid, " This is the great council of the 
u kiogdotn, and here with certainty, if not here only, his Majefty may fee~ as 
" in a true gla:fs, the ftate of the kingdom. We are all called hither by his 

" writs, in order to give him faithful counfel ; fuch as may ftand with his ho
.. u nour: And this we muft do without flattery. V\' e are all fent hither by the 

Rufuw. vol. i. P• -+77· Franklyn, p. 233· 
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. ~ chap . n. " people, in order to deliver their juft grievances: And this w~ muft do :Vithout 
16z8. " fear. Let us not aB: like Cambyfes's judges, who, when thetr approbatton was 

" demanded by the prince to fome illegal n1eafure, faid, that, 'Iho' there was a 
" written law, the Per:fian Kings might follow their own will and pleafure. This 
" was bafe flattery, fitter for our reproof than our imitation; and as fear, fo 
" flattery, taketh away the judgment. For my part, I 1hall lhun both ; and 
'' fpeak my mind with as much duty, as any man, to his Majefry, without ne-

" gleCting the public. · 
" BuT how can we exprefs our affeflions, while we retain our fears; or fpeak 

" of giving till we know whether we have any thing to give. For, if his Ma
(, jefty may be perfuaded to take what he will, what need we give? 

" THAT this hath been done, appeareth by the billetting of foldiers, a thing 
" nowife advantageous to the King's fervice, and a burthen to the commonwealth: 
" By the imprifonment of gentlemen for refufing the lo;m, who, if they had done 
" the contrary for fear, had been as blameable as the projetl:ors of that opprefiive 
" meafure. To countenance thefe proceedings, hath it not been preached in the 
" pulpit, or rather prated, that All we have i.s the King's by divine right. But 
" when preachers forfake their own calling, and turn ignorant ftatefmen ; we fee 
" how willing they are to exchange a good confcience for a bilhopric. 

~' HE, I n1uft confefs, is no good fubjeCl:, who would not, willingly and cheer .. 
" · fully, lay down his life, when that facrifice may promote the interefts of his 
" fovereign and the good of the commonwealth. But he is !lOt a good fubjecr~ 
" he is a nave, who will allow his goods to be taken from him againft his will, 
" and his liberty againft the laws of the kingdom. By oppoung thefe practices, 
" we fhall but tread in the fteps of our forefathers, who fUll preferred the public 
" before their private intereft, nay, before their very lives. It will in us be a wrong 
" done to ourfelves, to our pofterities, to our confciences, if we forego this claim 
" and pretenfion • ." 

" I read of a cuftom,'' faid Sir Robert Philips, " among the old Romans, that 
" once every year, they held a folemn feftival, in which their Oaves had liberty, 
" without . exception, to fpeak what they pleafed, in order to eafe their affiicted 
" minds; and, on the conclufion of the feftival, .. the naves feverally returned to 
" their formet fervitudes. 

" THIS inftitution may, with fome diftinCl::ion, well fet forth our prefent ftate 
" and condition. After the revolution of fome time, and the grievotls fufferance 
" of many violent oppreffions, we have now, at laft, as thofe naves obtained - ' , 
4

' for a day, fome liberty of fpeech: But £hall not, I truft, be hereafter naves: 
" Fo1· we are born free. Yet, what new illegal burthens our eftates and per-

• Franklyn, p. Zf3· Rufhw. vol. i. P· 499· 
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" fons have _groaned under, my heart yearns to think of, my tongue falters to Chap. n. 
1628. 

" THE grievances, oy hich . e are opprelfed, I _draw under two heads; aCl:s 
' of power againfi law, and tEe judgments of lawyers againfl: our liberty!' 

HAVING mentioned th ee illegal judgments, pa!fed within his memory ; that 
by whi'ch the Scots, born after J ames's acceffion, were admitted to all the privi
eges of Englifh fubjects ; that by which the new impofitions had been warranted r 

and the laft, by which arbitrary imprifonments were authorized ; he thus pro
ceeded. 

" I CAN live, tho' another, who has no right, be pllt to live along with me ; 
" nay, I can live, tho' burthened with impofitions, beyond what at prefent I la
" bour under: But to have my liberty, which is the foul of my life, ravilhed 
" from me; to have my perfon pent up in a jail, without relief by law, and to 
" be fo adjudged, 0 l improvident ancefi:ors! 0! unwife forefathers~ to 
" be fo curious in providing for the quiet poffeffion of our lands and the liberties 
" of parliament; and, at the fame time, to negleCt our perfonal liberty, and let 
" us lie in prifon, and that during pleafure, without redrefs or remedy ! If this 
'' be law, why do we talk of liberties? \Vhy trouble ourfelves with difputes_ 
'' about a conftitution, franchifes, property of goods, and the like? What may 
'' any man call his own, if not the liberty of his perfon l 

" I am weary of treading thefe ways ; and therefore conclude to have a felect 
" committee, in order to frame a petition to his Majefty for redrefs of thefe op
" preffions. And this petition being read, examined, and approved, may be de
" livered to the King ; of whofe gracious anf wer we have no caufe to doubt, our 
u· defires being fo reafonable, our intentions fo loyal, and the manner fo dutiful. 
" Neither need we fear, that this is the critical parliament, as has been infinu
" ated ; or that this is a way to diftratl:ion : But alfure ourfel ves of a happy iffue. 
" Then fball the King, as he calls us his great council, find us his true council, 
" and own \.lS his good council*." 

THE L\me topics were inforced by Sir Thomas W entworth. After mention
ing projectors and ill minifters of fiate. " Thefe," faid he, " have introduced 
" a privy council, ravifhing, at once, the fp,heres of all antient government ; 
" deftroying all liberty ; imprifonmg us without bail or bond. They have taken 
" from us--\\7hat fhall I fay? Indeed, what have they left us? By tearing up 
" the roots of all property, they have taken from us every means of fupplying 
" the King,. and of ingratiating ourfelves by voluntary proofs of our duty and 
" attachment towards him. 

• Frankfyn, p. Z45· ParJ.;Hift. ~ol. vii. p. 363. Rufuw·. voJ. i. p. soz. 
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'' To the making whole all thefe breaches, I fhall apply myfdf; and to all 

" thefe difeafes, fhall propound a retnedy. By one and the fame thing, have the 

" King and the people been hurt, and by the fame muft they be cured. We muft 

t " vindicate: What? New things? No: Our antient, legal, and vital liberties; 

" by reinforcing the laws, enatted by our anceftors ; by fetting fuch a ftamp 

" upon them, that no licentious fpirit fhall dare henceforth to invade them. And 

" fhall we think this a way to break a parliament? No: Our de fires are modell 

" and juft. I fpeak both for the intereft of King and people. If we enjoy not 

" thefe rights, it will be impoffible for us to relieve him. Let us never, there

" fore, doubt of a favourable reception from his goodnefs *. '~ 
THESE fentiments were unanimoufiy embraced by the whole houfe. Even the 

court-party pretended not to plead, in defence of the late meafures, any thing but 

the neceffity, to which the King had been reduced, by the obftinacy of the two for~ 

mer parliaments. A vote, therefore, was paifed . without oppofition, againft ar

bitrary imprifonments and forced loans t. And the fpirit of liberty having obtain

ed fome fatisfaB:ion by this exertion of itfelf, the King's reiterated meffages, who 

preffed for fupply, were attended to with better temper. Five fi1bfidies were 

voted him ; with which, tho' much inferior to his wants, he declared himfelf well 

fatisfied ; and even tears of affeB:ion ftarted in his eye, when he was informed of 

this conceffion. The Duke's approbation too was tnentioned by Secretary Coke; 

but the conjunCtion of a fubjett with the fovereign was ill received by the houfe :J:. 
Tho' difgufted with the King, the jealoufy, which they felt for his honour, was 

more fenfible than that, which his unbounded confidence in the Duke would allow 

even himfelf to entertain. 

THE fupply, tho' voted, was not, as yet, paued into a Jaw; and the commons 

refolved to employ the interval, in providing fome barriers to their rights and li· 

berties, fo lately violated. They knew, that their own vote, declaring the ille

gality of the former meafures, had not, of itfelf, fufficient authority to fecure the 

conftitution againft all future invafion. Some aCl: to that purpofe muft receive 

the fantl:ion of the whole legifiature; and they appointed a committee to prepare 

the model of fo important a law. By collecting into one effort all the dangerous 

and oppreffive claims of his prerogative, Charles had expofed them to the hazard 

of one alfault; and had farther, by prefenting a nearer view of the confequences 

attending them, rouzed the independent genius of the commons. Forced loans~ 

benevolences, taxes without confent of parliament, arbitrary imprifonments, bil-

etti~g foldiers, martial law 1 thefe were the grievances complained of, and again!l: 

• Franklyn, p. 243· Rufhw. vol. i. p. soo. 
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thefe an eternal remedy was .to be provided. The commons pretended not, as Chap. u. 
they affirmed, to any unufual powers or privileges: They aimed only at fecuring I6z8. 

thofe tranfmitted them from their anceftors: And their law they refol ved to call 

a PETITION OF RIGHT ; as implying that it contained a corroboration or expia- ~etition of 

nation of the antie t conftitution, not any infringement _o£ royal prerogative, or nght. 

acquifition of new liberties. 

WJHI LE the committee was employed in framing the petition of. right, the fa

vourers of each party, both in parliatnent and throughout the nation, were en

gaged in difputtS about this bilJ, hich. in all likelihood, Was tO form a memo-

rable aera in the Englifh government. 1 

THAT the ftatutes, faid the partizans of the commons, which fecure Englifh 

liberty:, are not become obfolete, appears hence, that the Englifh have ever been 

free, and have ever been governed by Jaw and a limited conftitution. Privileges 

in particular, which are founded on the GREAT eHAR TER, muft always remain 

in force, becaufe derived from a fource of never failing authority ; regarded in all 

ages, as the moft facred contraCl: between King and people. Such attention· was 

paid to this charter by our generous anceftors, that they got the confirmation of 

it reiterated thirty feveral times; and even fecured it by a law, which feems in 

the execution impracticable. They enacted, '!'hat no ftatute, which jhould be after

wards enacted in contradiction to any article of that charter, jhould ever ha·ve any force 

tJr validity. But with regard to that important article, which fecures perfonal 

liberty; fo far from "attempting, at any time, any legal infringement of it ; .they 

have corroborated it by fix ftatutes, and put it out of all doubt and controverfy. 

If in prattice it has often been violated, abufes can never come in place of rules; 

nor can any rights or legal powers be derived from injury and injuftice. But the 

fubjeB:s title to perfo al liberty is not founded only on antient, and therefore, · the 

more fac:ted laws: It is confirmed by the whole ANALOGY of the government and 

conftitution. A free monarchy, in which every individual is a flave, is a glaring 

contradiCtion; and it is requifite, where the laws align privileges to the different 

orders of the ftate, th t it likewife fecure the independance of all the members. 

If any difference could made in this particular, it were better to aba,ndon even 

life or property to the arbitrary will of the prince ; nor would fuch immediate 

danger enfue, from that conceffion, to the laws and to the privileges of the people. 

To bereave of his life a man not condemned on any. legal ~tda1, is fo egregious an 

exercife of tyranny, as muft at once 1hock the natural humanity of princes, and 

convey an alarm through the whole commonwealth. To confifcate a n1an's for

tune, befides its being a moft atrocious act of violence, expofes the monarch fo 

much to the imputation of avarice and rapacity, that it will feldom be attempted 

in any civilized government. But confinement, tho' a lefs ftriking, is no Jefs 

fevere a p_uni1hment; nor is there any fpirit, fo erect and independent, as not to 
~ be 
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Chap. rr. be broke by the long continuance of the fil~nt and inglorious fufferings of a j~il. 
1628. The power of imprifonment, therefore, . bemg the moft natural. and potent engme 

of arbitrary government, it is abfolutely neceffary to remove 1t from a govern
ment, which is free and legal. 

THE partizans of the court reafoned after a different manner. The true rule of 
government, faid they, during any period, is that to .which the people, from 
time immemorial, have been accuftomed, and to which . they naturally pay a 
prompt obedience. A praCtice, which has ever firuck their fenfes, and of which 
they have feen and heard innumerable precedents, has an authority with them 
n1uch fuperior to that which attends maxims derived from antiquated fiatutes and 
mouldy records. In vain do the lawyers eftab1i£h it as a principle, that a ftatute 
can never be abrogated by oppofite cuftom; but requires to be expreOy rtpealed 
by a contrary ftatute: While they pretend to inculcate an axion:, peculiar to Eng
lifh jurifprudence, they violate the moft eftablilhed principles ·of human nature; 
and .even, by neceffary confequence, reafon in contradiction to Jaw itfelf, which 
they would reprefent as fo facred and inviolable. A law, to have any authority, 
muft be derived from a legiOature, which has right. And whence do alllegifia
tures derive their right out from long cuftom and eftabli!hed praCtice? If a fta
tute, contrary to public good, has, at any time, been raihly voted and affented to, · 
either from the violence of faction, or the inexperience of fenates and princes; it 
cannot be more effeB:ually abrogated, than by a train of contrary precedents, 
which prove, that, from common confent, it has tacitly been fet afide, as incon
venient and impraB:icable. Such has been the cafe with all thofe ftatutes enacted 
during turbulent times, in order to limit royal prerogative, and cramp the fove
reign in his protection of the public, and his execution of the laws. But above 
all the branches of prerogative, that which is moft neceffary to be preferved, is 
the power of imprifonment. Faction and difcontent, like difeafes, frequently arife 
in every political body; and, during thefe diforders, 'tis by the falutary exercife 
alone of this difcretionary power, that rebellions and civil wars can be prevented. 
To circumfcribe this power, is to deftroy its nature: Entirely to abrogate it, is 
impracticable; and the attempt itfelf mufi: prove dangerous, if not pernicious to 
the public. The fupreme magiftrate, in critical and turbulent times, will never, 
agreeable either to prudence or duty, allow the fi:ate to perilh, while there remains 
a remedy, which, however irregular, it is ftill in his power to apply. And K, 
moved by a regard to public good, he employs any exercife of power, condemned 
by recent and exprefs ftatute; how greedily, in fuch dangerous times, will faCti
ous leaders feize this pretence of throwing on his government the imputation of 
tyranny and defpotifm? 'V-! ere the alternative quite neceffary, it were furely 
n1uch better for human foc1ety to be deprived of liberty than to be deftitute of 
government. 

IMPAR T,I.AL 
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IMPARTIAL reafoners will confefs, that this fubjeet is not, on both fides, with- Chap. IT. 

out its difficulties. Where a general and rigid law is enaCted againft arbitrary 1628
• 

imprifonments, it would appear, that government cannot, in times of [edition and 
faCtion, be condutl:ed but by temporary fufpenfions of the law; and fuch an ex
pedient, during the age of Charles, was never thought of. The meetings of 
parliament were too precarious, and their determinations might be too dilatory, to 
ferve in cafes of urgent neceffity. Nor was it then conceived, that a king did 
not poffefs of himfelf fufficient power for the fecurity and protection of his peo-
ple, or that the authority of thefe popular affemblies was ever to become fo abfo-
lute, that the prince muft always conform himfelf to it, and could never have 
any occafion to guard againfl: their praCtices, as well as againft thofe of his other 

fubjeets. 
THo' the houfe of lords were not infenfible to the reafons urged in favour of 

the pretenfions of the commons, they deemed the arguments, pleaded in favour 
of the crown, ftill more cogent and convincing. 1 hat affembly feems, during 
this whole period, to have aCted, in the main, a reafonable and a moderate part; 
and if their byafs inclined a little too much, as is natural, to the fide of monar
Chf-, they were far from entertaining any defign of facrificing to arbitrary will the 
liberties and privileges of the nation. Afhley, the King's ferjeant, having a!fert
ed, in a pleading before the peers, that the King mull: fometimes govern by 2cts 
of ftate as well as by law; this pofition gave fuch offence, that he was immedi
ately committed to prifon, and was not releafed but upon his recantation and 
fubmiffion *· Being, however, afraid, that the commons would go too far in 
their projected petition, the peers propofed a plan of one more moderate, which 
they recommended to the confideration of the other houfe. It confifted merely 
in a general declaration, That the great charter, and the fix ftatute:s, conceived 
to be explanations of it, ftand ftill in force, to all intents and purpofes; that, in 
confequence of the charter and the ftatutes, and by the tenor of the antient cuf
toms and laws of the land, every fubjeet has a fundamental property in his goods, 

and a fundamental liberty of his perfon; that his property and liberty are as entire 
at prefent as during any former period of the Engli!h government; that in al,l 
common cafes, the common law ought to be the ftandard of proceedings: " And 

- " in cafe, that, for the fecurity of his Majefty's perfon, the general fafety of his 
'' people, or the peaceable government of the kingdom, the King !hall find juft 
"' caufe for reafons of ftate, to imprifon or reftrain any man's perfon; he was 

'' petitioned gracioufly to declare, that within a convenient time, he !hall and will 
" exprefs the caufe of the commitment or reftraint, either general or fpecial, and 

" upon a caufe fo expreffed, will leave the prifoner immediately to be tried ac

" carding to the common law of the land t." 

• Whitlocke, p. 10. t State Trials, vol. vii. f· 187. Rufuw. vol. i. P· 546. 
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ARCHBISHOP Abbot was employed by the lords to recommend, in a confe
rence, this plan of a petition to the houfe of commons. The prelate, as was, no 
doubt, forefeen from his known principles, was not extremely urgent in his appli· 
cations; and the lower houfe were fully convinced, that the general declarations 
fignified nothing, and that the latter claufe left their liberties rather in a worfe 

condition than before. They proceeded, therefore, with great zeal, in framing 
the model of a petition, which fbould contain expreHions, more precife. and more 

favourable to public freedom. 
THE King could eafily fee the confequences of thefe proceedings, Tho' he had 

offered, at the beginning of the feffion, to give his confent to any bw for the fe

curity of the rights and l:berties of the people; he had not expected, that fuch in
roads fhould be made on his prerogative. In order, therefore, to divert the corn
mons from their intention, he fent_ a meff.1ge, where he defired the houfes, 

" clearly to let him know, whether they will reft upon his royal promife in fa· 
" vour of their liberties: Which promife he had given at feveral times, and 

'' chiefly by the Lord keeper's fpeech made in his own prefence. If they rely ora 
" it, he affured them, it fhould be really and royally performed *., 

SEcRET AR v Coke, who delivered this n1effage, after fome preamble, and 

fome apology for paft grievances, proceeded in this manner. " When means 
" were denied his Majefty, being a young king and newly come to the crown, 
" which he found engaged in a war; what could we expect in fuch neceffities? 
'' His Majefty has called this parliament to make up the breach: H1s Majefty 

'' affures us, that we thall not have like caufe to complain: He affures us, that 
'' the laws fhall be eftablifhed. Vvhat can we defire more? The important 

" point is, that we provide for pofterity, and prevent the like practices for the 

" future. Were not the fame n1eans provided by them before .us? Can we do 
J' more? We ftand at prefent on the confines between the liberty of the fubject 

'' and the prerogatives of the King. I hope, that we 01all not pretend to add 

" any thing for ourfelves, in order to deprefs him. I will not divine; Yet I 
" think, that in fuch pretenfions, we {hall find difficulty with the king; nay, 

" ptrhaps, with the lords. For my part, I £hall not, as councellor to his Ma

" jefty, deliver any opinion, which 1 will not openly declare and juftify, here, 

" or at the council board. Will we, in this neceffity, ftrive to bring ourfelves 
" into-a better condition and greater liberty than our fathers enjoyed, and reduce 
" the crown to a worfe than ever? I dare not advife his Majefty to give way to 

" {uch meafures. What we now defire, if it be no innovation, is all contained in 

" thofe acts and ftatutes; and whatever more we £hall add is a diminution to the 
" King's power, and an acce.ffion to our own. We deal with a wife and valiant 
" prince, who hath a fword in his hand for our good; and this go<Xi cannot be 

• State Trials, vol. vii. p. 189. Ru!hw. vol. i. p. 55%. 
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" attained without power. Do not think, that, by parliamentary dehates, o.r 
" even by clarJfes of ftatutes, we can make that to be unlawful, which, lJy ex

" perience, we have found to be derived from neceffity, and from a neceffity fo 
'' urgent, that it admits not of remedy from any law. ----And I befeech you 

" to confider, whether thofe, who have been in the fame place which I now oc
" cupy, have not freely given warrants for commitment; and yet no doubt been 
'' entertained, nor any complaint made by the fubjetl *." 

UPoN this fpeech there arofe a great debate in the houfe. Many reafons were 
a-new urged on both fides: But, Sir Thomas W entwonh clofed the debate, by 

· faying, '' That never houfe of parliament, fo far as regarded themfelves, trufted 

'' more than the prefent to the goodnefs of their king: But we are ambitious,'' 
faid he, " that his Majefty's goodnefs may remain to pofterity:, and we are ac

countable for a public trufr. There hath been a public violation of the laws 

by the King's minifters; and nothing can fatisfy the nation but a public repara

tion. Our defire to vindicate the fubjetl's right by bill, will carry us no far-
,, ther than what is contained in former laws, with fome modefl: provifion for in
,, ftrucrion, performance, and execution t." This contained fo much the fen
timents of the houfe, that it was univerfally acquiefced in. 

1'H E King, however, was not difcouraged. By another mefrage, he attempted 
to divert the commons from their purpofe. He there acknowleged paft er

rors, and promifed, that, hereafcer, there fhould be no juft caufe of complaint. 

And he added, " That the affairs of the kingdom prefs him fo, that he could not 

'' continue the feffion above a week or two longer: And if the houfe be not 

" ready, by that time, to do what is fit for themfelves, it fhall be their own 
" fault t·" On a fubfequent occafion he afked them, " Why demand txplana
" tions, if you doubt not the performance of the ftatutes, according to their 
" true meaning. Explanations will haz~rd an encroachment upon the preroga
" tive. And it may well be faid, what need a new law to confinn an old, if 

" you repofe confidence in the declarations, which his Majefry made to both 
" houfes § ." The truth is, the great charter and the old ftatutes were fufficiently 

clear in favour of liberty: But as all kings of England, had ever, in cafi·s of ne

ceffity or expediency, been accufromed, at intervals, to elude them; and as 

Charles, in a complication of inftances, had lately violated tnern; the commons 

judged it requifire to enaCt a new law, which n1ight not be eluaed or violated, by 

any interpretation, conftruction, or contrary precedent. Nor was it fufficienr, 

they thought, that the King promifed to return into the way of his predecdfcns. 

His preaeceffors, in all times, had enjoyed, ~t 1eafr, exe:cifed, too much difcre-

Rufuw. vol. i. p. 553· t Rufhw. vol. i. F.· ·; 4. 
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tionary po\ver; and by his recent abufe of it, the whole world had reafon to fee 

the neceiiicy of intirely retrenching it. 
SIR Edward Coke urged on this occafion, with the approbation of the whole 

boufe, "Was it ever known that general words were a fufficient fatisfaCtion for 

'' particular grievances? Was ever a verbal declaration of the king the word of 
'' the fovereign? When grievances are complained of, the parliament is to redrefs 

" them. Did ever the parliament rely on meffa0 eS ? They have ever put up 

"' petitions of their grievances, and the king has ever anfwered them. The king's 
" melfage is very gracious; but, what is the law of the realm, that is the guef

" tion. I have no diffidence of his Majefty; but the king muft fpeak by record, 

'' and in particulars. Did you ever know the king's mefTage come into a bill of 

" fubGdies? All fucceeding kings will fay, Te mufl truji me as you did my prede
,, ceffor, and )'C muji ha·ve the fame confidence in my m.effages. But mefTages of love 

'' never come into a parliament. Let us put up a petition of right: N' ot that I 
" difi:ruft the King; but that I cannot give truft except in a parliamentary 

'" way * .'' 
THE King frill perfevered in his endeavours to elude the petition. He fent a let-

ter to the houfe of lords, in which he went fo far as to make a particular declara

tion, " That neither he nor his privy council !hall or will, at any time hereafter, 

" commit or c0mmand to prifon, or otherwife reftrain, any man for not lending 

" money, or for any other caufe, which, in his confLience, he thought not to 

" concern the public good, and the fafety of king and people." And he farther 

declared,. ' ' That he never would be guilty of fo bafe an aCtion as to pretend any 

,, caufe, of whofe truth he was not fully fatisfied t." But this promife, tho' in

forced to the c,:ommons by the recommendation of the upper houfe:. made no more 

impreffion than all the former meffages. 
AMONG the other evafions of the king, we may reckon the propofal of the 

houfe of peers, to fubjoin, to the intended petition of right, the following 
claufe,. " We humbly prefent this petition to your Majefty, not only with a care 
" of preferving our own liberties, but with due regard to leave in tire that fove
~' reign tower with which your Majefty is entru!ted for the proteCtion, fafety, 

" and happinefs of your people :J:.'' Lefs penetration, than what was poffeffed 
by the leader.s of the houfe of commons, could eafily difcover how captious this 

claufe was, and how much it was calculated to elude the whole force of the 

petition. 

• -State Trials, vol. vii. p. 197· Rufhw. vol. i. p. 5 sS. 
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THESE obftacles, therefore, being furmounted, the petition of right paffed the Chap. rr. 
commons, and · was fent to the upper houfe *. The 'peers, who were pro- x6t8. 

bably 

• 'lh!s petition is of fo great importa~~a, that rwe foal/ here gi<r:e it at length. Humbly fhew unto 

our Sovereign Lord the King, the lords fpiritual and temporal, and commons in parliairient afiem

bled, That, whereas it is declared and enacred, by a fiatute made in the time of the reign of King 

Edward I. commonly called Statutum de tallagio nan conadendo, that no tallage or aid fhall be laid or 

levied by the King or his heirs in this realm, without the good-will and affent of the archbifhops, bi

iliops, earls, baron•, knig~ts, burgeffes, and other the freemen of the commonalty of this realm : 

And, by authority of parl iament holden in the five and twentieth year of the reign of King Edward III. 
it is declared and enaCl::ed, That, from thenceforth, no perfon fhould be compelled to make any 

loans to the King againft his will, becaufe fuch loans were againft reafon, and the franch ife of the 
land: Ar.d, by other laws of this realm, it is provided, that none fhould be charged by any charge 

or impofition called a benevolence, or by fuch like charge: By which the ftatutes before-mentioned, 

and other the good laws and ftatutes of this realm, your fubjeCl::s have inherited this freedom, that 

they Ihould not be compelled to contribute to any tax, tallage, aid, or other like charge not fet by 

common confent in rarliament. 

II. Yet nevenhelefs, of late divers commiffions direCled to fundry commiffion.ers in feveral counties, 

with inftruCl::ions, have iffued; by means whereof your people have been in divers places aff~mbltd, 

and required to lend certain fums of money unto your Majefty, and many of them, upon their re

fufal fo to do, have had an oath adminiftered unto them not warrantable by the laws or fiatutes of 
this realm, and have been confirained to become bound to make appearance and give attendance be

fore your privy council, and, in other places, and others of them, have been therefore imprifoned, 

confined, and. fundry other ways moltfiea and difquieted: And divers other charges have been laid 

and levied upon your people, in feveral counties, by lord-lieutenants, deputy-lieutenants, commif

fioners for rnufl:ers, jufl:ices of peace, and oth_ers, by command or direCtion from your Majefty or your 

privy council, againft the laws and free cuftoms of this realm. 

III. And whereas alfo, by the ftatute called 'Ihe great charter of the /ilertieJ of England, it is de

clared and enacted, That no freeman may be taken or imprifoned, or be diifeized of his frel:hold or 

liberties, or his free cufl:oms, or be outlawed or exiled, or in any manner deftroyed, but by the lawful 

judgment of his peers, or by the law of the land. 

IV. And, in the eight and twentieth year of the reign of King Edward HI. it was declared and en

aCl::ed, by authority of parliament, That no man, of what eftate or condition that he be, fhould be 

put out of his land or tenements, nor taken, nor imprifoned, nor difhe.rited, nor p~t to death, without 

being brought to anfwer by due procefs of law. 

V. N everthelefs, againft the tenor of the fa id fiatutes, and other the good Jaws and fi~ttute's of 

your realm to that end provided, divers o{ your fubjefts have of late been imprifoned without any 

cau(e {hewed : And when, for their deliverance, they were brought before jufl:ice, by your Ma

jefl:y's writs of HaheaJ Corpus, there to undergo and receive as the court fhould order, and their keep

ers commanded to certify the caufes of their detainer, no cau(e was certified, but that they were de

tained by your Majcfty's fpecial command, fignified by the lords of your privy council, and yet were 

returned back to feveral prifons, \Vithout being charged with any thing to which they might make an
fwer according to the law. 

VI. And whereas of late great companies of foldiers and mariners have been difperfed into divers 

counties of·the realm, and the inhabita .. ts, againft their wills, have been compelled to receive them 

Z z into · 
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baoly well pleafed in fecret, that all their felicitations had been eluded by the 

commons, quickly paffed the petition without any n1aterial alteration ; and no
thing 

into their houfes, and there to fuffer them to fojourn, againft the laws and cufl.om~ of this realm, and 

to the great grievance and vexation of the people. 

VII. And where:1s alfo, by authority of parliament, in the five and twentieth year of the reign of 

King Edward III. it is declared and enacted, that no man fhould be fore-judged of life or limb 

againft the form of the Gret. t charter and law of the land: And, by the faid Great charter, and other 

the laws and ftatutes of this your realm, no man ought to be judged to death b-ut by the laws eft:a~ 

blifhed in this your realm, either by the cufioms of the fame realm, or by atls of parliament: AnJ 

whereas no offender, of what kind foever, is exempted from the proceedings to be ufed, and punifh~ 

ments to be inflicted by the laws and ftatutes of this your realm: N evcrthelefs, of late divers corn~ 

millions, under your Majcfty's great feal, have iifued forth, by which certain perfons have been af~ 

flgned and appointed comrniffioners, with power and authority to proceed within the land, according 

to the juflice of martial law, againfr fuch foldiers and mariners, or other diifolute perfons joining with 

them, as fhoul::! c~mmit any murder, robbery, felony, mutiny, or other outrage or mifdemeanor 

whatfoever, and by fuch fummary courfe and order as is agreeable to martial law, ·and as is ufed in 

armies in time of war, to proceed to the trial and condemnation of fuch offenders, and them to caufe 

to be executed and put to death according to the law martial. 

VIH. By pretext whereof fome of your Majefly's fubjects have been, by fome of the faid commif~ 

iioners, put to death, when and where, if, by the laws and flatutes of the land, they had deferved 

death, by the fame laws and ftatutes alfo they might, and by no other ought, to have been judged 

and executed. 
IX. And alfo fundry grievous offender~, by colour thereof claiming an exemption, have efcaped 

the punifhments due to them by the laws and ftatutes of this your realm, by reafon that divers 

of your officers and minifters of juftice have unjuftly refufed or forborn to proceed againfi fuch of

fenders, according to the fame laws and fiatutes, upon pretence that the faid offenders were puni1bable 

only by martial law, and by authority of fuch commiffions as aforefaid : Which commiffions, and 

all other of like nature, are wholly and d1rectly contrary to the faid laws and Hatutes of this your 

realm. 
X. They do therefore humbly pray your moft excellent Majefty, That no man hereafter be corn~ 

pelled to make or yield any gift, loan, benevolence, tax, or fuch l1ke charge, without common 

confent, by aa of parliament : and that none be called to make anfwer, or take fuch oath, or to 

give attencance, or be confined, or otherwife molefted or difquieted concerning the fame, or for re~ 

fufal thereof: And that no freeman, in any fuch manner as is bef>re-mentioned, be imprifoned or 

detained : And that your Majefty would be pleafed to remove the faid foldiers and mariners, and 

that your people may not be fo burthened in time to come : And that the aforefaid commiilions, 

for proceeding by martial law, may be revoked and annulled: And that hereafter no commiffions 

Ci>f 1 ke nature may iffue forth, to any perfon or perfons whatfoever, to be executed as aforefaid,. 

lefi, by colour of them, any of your Majefty's fubjeas be deftroyed, or put to death, contrary to the 

laws and franchife of the land. 

XI. All which they mofl humbly pray of your moft excellent Majefiy, as their ~ights and liberties, 

according to the laws and ftatutes of this realm: And that your Majefiy would alfo vouchfafe to de· 

clare, That the awards, doings and proceedings to the prejudice of your people, in any of the pre

miifes, fhall net be drawn hereafter into confequence or example : And that your Majefty would be 

alfo graciou.fly pleafed, for the further comfort and fafety of your people, ~o declare your royal will 
and 
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cr but the royal a!rent was wanting to give it the force of a law. The King' Cl r J;p, T • 

accordingly came to the houfe of peers; fent for the commons; and, being feated 1S28. 

in his chair of ftate, the petition was read to him. Great was now the aflonifh. 
ment of all m~ n, when, inftead of the ufual conc1fe, and clear form, by which 
a bill is either confirmed or rejeCted, Charle_s taiJ, in anf wer to the petition, " The 
" King willeth, that right be done according to the Jaws and cufloms of the 
" real m, and that the ftatut:es be put in due execution ; that lus fubjeEts may have 

· " no caufe to complain of any wrong or oppreffion, contrary to their juft rights 
" and lrberties, to the prefervation whereof he holds hin1fdf in confcience as 

'' much obliged as of his own prerogative * ." 
IT is furprizing, that Charles, who had feen fo many inftances of the jealoufy 

of the commons, who had himfelf fo much rouzed tl1at j ealoufy by his frequent 
evafive meiTages during this feffion, could imagine, that they would remain fatif
fied with an anfwer fo vague and undetermined. lt was e\ ident, that the un· 
ufual form alone of the anf wer muft excite the1r attt-ntion ; that the difappoint
n1ent muft inflame their anger; and that therefore it was necdfary, as the peti
tion feemed to bear harJ on royal prerogative, to come early to fome fixed re
folution, either gracefully to comply with it, or courageoufly to reject it. 

IT happened, as might have been forefeen. The commons returned in very 
ifl-humour. Ufually, when in that difpofition, their zeal and jealoufy for religion, 
and their enmity againft the unfortunate Catholics, ran extremely high. But they 
had alreaay, in the beginning of rhe feffion, prefented to the King their petition 
of religion, and had received a fatisfaCl:ory anf wer ; tho' they expected, that the 
execution of the laws againft papifl:s would, for the future, be no more exact and 
rigid, than they had hitherto found it. To give vent to their prefent indignation, 
they fell, with their urmoft force, on Dr. Manwaring. 

T'HERE is nothing, which tends more to excufe, if not to ju!lify, the extreme 
rigour of the commons towards Charles, than his open encouragement and avow
al of fuch general principles, as were altogether incompatible with a limited go· 
vernment. Manwaring had preached a fennon, which the commons found, upon 
inquiry, to be printed by fpecial command from the King t ; and, when this fer
n1on was looked into, it c011tained doctrines fubverfive of all civil liberty. It 
taught, That, tbo' property was commonly lodged in the fubject, yet, whenever 
any exigency requi·red fupply, all property was transferred to the king ; that: 
the confent of parliament was not requifite for the impofition of taxes ; and that 
the d1vine laws required compliance with every demand, however irregular, which 

, 

and pleafure, That, in the things aforefaid, all your officers and rninHl:ers fhall ferve you according 
to the laws and ftatutes of this realm, as tht:y tender the honour of your Majefly, and the profperity 

of this kingdom. Stat. 4 G:Jr. cap. 14·· 
• S:ate Trials, vel. vii. p. 21 z. Rufh v. vol. i. p. 590.. -f' P.arl. Hift, vol. viii. p. 206 .. 
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Chap. n. the prince fuould make upon his fubjects *. For thefe d~B:rines, the comm~ns 
1oz8. impeached Manwaring before the peer.s. The fenter.ce pronounced Uf=On hun 

was, That he £11ould be imprifoned dunng the pleafure of the houfe, be fined a 
thoufand pounds to the King, tnake fubmi~on and acknow~egement for his _of
fence, be fufpended during three years, be tncapable of holdmg any ecclefiafhcal 
dignity or fecular office, and that his book be called in and burnt t. 

IT may be wonh not.lce, that, no fooner was the feffion ended, t.han this man, 
fo juftly difagreeable to both houfes, received a pardon, and was promoted to a 
living of confiderable value :f:. Some years after, he was raifed to the fe.e of St; 

Afaph. If the republican fpirit of the commons increafed, beyond all reafon· 
able bounds, the monarchical fpirit of the court; this latter, carried to (o high a 
pitch, tended O:ill farther to augment the former. And thus extremes were every 
where affect::>d, and the jufi medium was gradually deferted by all men. 

FRoM Manwaring, the houfe of commons proceeded to cenfure the conciuCl: 
of Buckingham, whofe name, hitherto, they had cautioufiy forborne to mention §. 
In vain, did the King fend them a meffage, in which he told them, that the fef
fion was drawing near a conclufion ; and defired, that they would not enter upon 
new buGnefs, nor cafi any afper!ions on his government and miniftry 11· Tho' 
the court endeavoured to explain and f:::>ften this meifage by a fubfequent mef
fage + ; as Charles was apt hafl:ily to correct any hafiy ftep, w hi eh he had taken; . 
it ferved rather to inflame than appeafe the commons: As if the method of 
their proceeding had here been prefcribed to them. It was forefeen, that a great 
tempeft was re:1dy to burfl: on the Duke; and in order to divert it, the King 
thought p'roper, upon a joint application of the lords and commons **,to endea
vour the giving them facisfaEtion, with regard to the petition of right. He came, 
therefore, to the houfe of peers, and pronouncing the ufual form of words, Let 
it be law as is dejired, gave full fanEtion and authority to the petition. The ac
clamations with which the houfe refounded, and the univerfal joy diffufed over 
the nation, Ihowed how much this petition had been the object of all mens vows 
and expeCtations §§. 

IT may be affirmed, without any exaggeration, that the King's aff'ent to the 
petition of right produced fuch a ch~nge ia the government, as was almofi equi-· 
valent to a revolution ; and by circumfcribing, in fo many articles, the royal 
prerogative, gave additional fecurity to the liberties of the fubject. Yet were 
the commons far from being fatisfied with this imrortant conceffion. Their ill 
humour had been fo much irri:ated by the King's frequent evaflons. ar 1d delays, 

• Rulliwort~, vol. i. p. )8), 59-!· Pa.~~· Hifl:. vo1
• viii. p. 168, 169, 170, &c. 'Vehvood, p. 44 • 

i · Rt~01w . vol. 1. p. 6 ) 5. Pari. H H:. \Ol. v;u. p. ZI.3. t Rufhw. vol. i. p. 635 • \Vhitlocke, P· 11 • 

§ .Rurhw. vo_l.: 1. p. 6o7. Jl,. Ru!hw. vol. 1. _P· 6os. + R ufhw. vol. i. p. 6t o. Pari. 
Hdl:. vol • . Vlll. P· 197· Rufhw. vol. I. r- 6IJ. Journ. 7th June, I6z8. Parl. Hifi. 
vol. dii. p. 201. §§ Rufhw. vol.i. p. 613. 
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that it could not be prefently appcafed by an affent, which he a11owed to be fo 
ungracefu 1ly extorted from him. Perhaps too, the popular leaders, implacable 
and artful, faw the opportunity favourJ.ble; and turning againfl: the King thofe 
very weapons, with which he had furnifhed them, rcfolved to purfue the viCtory. 
rrhe bill, however, fo~ five fubfiaies, which had been formerly voted, immedi
ately pa[fed the houfe ; bccaufe the granting that fupply was, in a manner, ta
citly contracted for, upon the royal affent to the petition; and had fa\th been here 
violated, no farther confidence could have fubfifled between King and parlia
ment. Having made this conceffion, the commons continued to carry their fcru
tiny into every part of government. In fome particulars, their indufl:ry was 

laudable ; in fo:ne, it was liable to cenfure. 

A LITTLE after writs were iffued for fummoning this parl iament, a commiffion 
had been granted to Sir Thomas Coventry, Lord keeper, the Earl of Marlbo
rough, high treafurer, the Earl of Manchefrer, Lord prefident of the council·, 

the Earl of \Vorcefter, privy feal, the Duke of Buckingham, high admiral, and 
all the confiderable officers of 'he crown, in the whole thirty-three. By this 
commiffion, which, from the nu111ber of perfons named in it, could be no fecret, 
the commiffioners were empowered to meet, and to concert among themfelves the 
n1ethods of levying money by impofitions, or otherwife; Where form and cir
cumjlance, as expreffed in the commiffion, muft be difpenfed with, rather than the 
fubflance be lofl or hazarded *. In other words, this was a fcheme for finding ex-
pedients, which might raife the prerogative to the greatefl: height, and render 
parliaments intirely ufelefs. The commons applied for cancelling the commif
fion t; and were, no doubt, deGrous, that all the world ihould conclude the King's 
principles to be extremely arbitrary, and ihould obferve what little regard he 
was dafpofed to pay to the liberties and privi.lt ges of his people. 

A coMMI ssroN had like wife been granted, and fome money remitted in or
der to raife a thoufand German horre, and tranfport them into Englar.d. Thefe 
were fuppofed to be levied, in order to fupport the proJeCted impofitions or ex
cifes; tho' the number feems very infufficient far fuch a porpofe :f:. The houfe 
took notice of this defign in very fevere terms : And no meafure, furely, could 
be projeCted more generally oriious to the whole nation. It muft, however, be 
confehed, that the King w,\s fo far right, that he had, now at laft, fallen on the 

only effectual method of fup orting his prerogative. B~t at the fame time, he 
fuould have been fenfible, that, till provided of a fufficient n1ilitary force, all h~s 
attempts, in oppofition to the riling fpirit of the nation, muft, in the end, prove 
intirely fruitlefs ; and that the higher he fcrewed up the fprings of government, 

• Rufhw. vol. i. p. 614-. Parl. HiLl. voJ. viii p. 214. 
~ Rufhw. vol. i. p. 61.:. 
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while he had fo little real power to reta' n them in that forced fituation, with more 
fatal violence mufl: they fly out, when any accident occurred to refrore them to 

their natural aCtion. 
· THE commons next refumed their cenfure of Buckingham's conduct and 

behaviour, againft whom they were implacable. They agreed to prefent a re
mon(hance to the King, in which they recapitulated all national grievances and 
n1isfortunes, and omitted no circumfl:ance, which could render the whole admi
niftration defpicable and odious. The compofitions with Catholics, they faid, 
amounted to no lefs than a toleration, hateful to God, full of difhonour and 
difprofit to his Majefty, and of extreme fcandal and grief to his good peo
ple: They took notice of the violations of liberty above-mentioned, againft which 
the petition of right feems to have provided a fufficient remedy: They m_tn
tioned the decay of trade, the unfuccefsful expeditions to Cadiz and the iile of 

H.he, the encouragement given to Arminians, the commiffion for tranfporting 
German horfe, that for levying new impofitions; and all thefe grievances they 

arcribed folely to the ill conduct of the Duke of Buckingham *. This remon
firance was, perhaps, not the lefs provoking to Char~es, that, joined to the ex
treme acrimony of the fubjecr, there were preferved in it, as in mofl: of the pro
tefl:ations and remonilrances of that age, an affected civility and fubmiffion in the 

language. 
IT was not without good grouDds, th:.t the commons were fo fierce and affum

ing. Tho' they had already granted the ~in3 the fupply of five fubGdies, they 
ftill retained a pledge in their hands, which, they thought, enfured them fuccefs 

in all their applications. Tonnage and poundage had not yet b~en granted by 
parliament; and the commons had artfully, this fefllon, concealed their intention 
of invading that branch of revenue, till the royal aifent had been obtained to 
the petition of right, which they juftly efteemed of fuch importance. They then 
·openly afferted, that the levying tonnage and poundage without confent of par
liament, was a pS~1 pable violation of all the antient liberties of the peoplr>, and an 
open infringement of the petitiop of right, fo lately granted t. The King, in order 
to prevent the finifhing and prefenting this remonfl:rance, came fuddenly to the 

parliament, and ended this feffion by a prorogation t· 
BEING freed, for fome time, from the embarraffment of this affembly, Charles 

began to look towards foreign wars, where all his efforts were egu'!-lly unfuccefs
ful, as in his domeftic government. The Earl of Denbigh, brother-in law to 
Buckingham, was difp,atched to the relief of Rochelle, now clofdy befi.eged by 
land, and threatened with a blockade by fea : But he returned without effi ctinO' 

0 

• Rulhw. vol. i. F· 619· Parl. Hifl:. vol. viii. r· ZIC), zzo, &c. t Rufhw. vol. i. p. 6z8. 
JoLlrn. 18th, zcth June, 1628. t Journ. z6th June, t6z8. 
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any thing ; and having declined to attack the enemy's fleet, he brought on the ~hap. li. 

Englifh arms the imputation, either of cowardice or ill conduct. In order to re - 1628• 

pair this diilionour, the Duke went to Portfmouth, where he had prepared a con
fiderable fleet and army, on which all the fu!Jfidie , given by parliament, had ~en 

expended. This fupply had very much difappointed the King's expectations. 

The fame mutinous fpirit, which prevailed in the houfe of commons, had dif-
fufed itfelf over the nation ; and the commiffioners, appointed for making the 

affeffments, had connived at all £ auds, which might diminifh the fupply, and 

reduce the crown to frill greater neceffities. This national difcontent, communi-

cated to a defperate enthufiaft, foon broke out in an event, which may be confi .. • 
dered as very remarkable. 

THERE was one Felton, of a good famiJy, but of an ardent, melancholic tern · 

per, ~ho had ferved under the Duke, in the ftation of lieutenant. His captai 
being killed in the retreat at the ifie of Rhe, Felton had folicited for the eo .. 
pany ; and when difappointed, he threw up his com1niffion, and retired in di -
content from the army. While private refentment was boiling in his fullen, u -
fociab1e mind, he heard the nation refound with complaints againft the L>uke,; and 
he met with the remonftrance of the commons, in wl ich his enemy was repre-
fented as the caufe of every national grievance. and as the great enemy of the pub-

lic. Religious fanaticifm farther inflamed thefe vindictive reflections,; and he 
fancied, that he Ihould do heaven acceptable fervice, if, at one blow, he dif patched 

this dangerous foe to religion and to his country •. Full of thefe dark views, he 

fecretly arrived at Portfmouth, at the fame time with the Duke, and watched for 
an opportunity of effecting his bloody purpofe. 

BucKINGHAM had been engaged in conv.erfation with Soubize and other French z3dofAuguft. 

gentlemen; and a difference of fentiments having arifen, the difpute, tho' con· 
dueted with temper and decency, had produced fome of t:hofe v.ehement gefi:i .. 

culations and lively exertions of voice, in which that nation more han t e 

Englifh, are apt to indulge themfelves. 'Lhe converfation being finifhed, the 

Duke drew towards the door; and in that paffage, turning himfelf to fpeak to 

Sir Thomas Fryar, a colonel in the army, he was, on the fuddon, over Sir ~ho-
mas's fhoulder, ftruck upon the breaft with a knife. Without uttering other Death of 

words than '.rhe villain has killed me; in the fame moment, pulling out the knife, Buckingham; 

he breathed his laft. 

No man had feen the blow, nor the perfon who gave it; but in tne confufioo, 

every one made his own conjecture; and all agreed, that the murder had been 

committed by the Fr:ench gendetnen, whofe angry tone of voice had been heard, 
while their words had not been underftood, by the byeftanders. In the hurry of 

• May's Hift. of the Par) p. to. 
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revenge, they had in!lantly been put to death, had they not been f~v~ed by fome 
of more temper and judgment, who, tho' they had the fame opm10n of their 
guilt, thought proper to referve them for a judicial trial and examination. 

NEAR the door, there was found a hat, in the in fide of which was fowed a 
paper, containing four or five lines of that remonfi:rance of the commons, which 
declared Buckingham an enemy to the kingdom ; and under thefe lines was a 
fhort ejaculation or attempt towards a prayer. It was eafily concluded, that 
this hat belonged to the affaffin : But tbe difficulty fi:ill remained ; who that 

pe1jou jhould be? For the writing difcovered not the name; and whoever he was, 
it was natural to believe, that he had already fled far enough, not to b~ found 

without a hat. 
IN this hurry, a man without a hat was feen walking very compofedly before 

the door. One crying out, Here is the fellow, who killed the Duke; ever-y body 
ran to aik, Which is he? The man very fedately anfwered, I am he. The more 
'furious immediately rufhed upon him with drawn fwords. Others, more delibe
rate, defended and protected hirn : He himfelf, with open arms, very calmly and 
chearf~lly expofed his breaft to the fwords of the moft enraged : being willing to 
fall a fudden facrifice to their anger, rather than be referved for that public juftice, 
which he knew muft be executed upon him. 

HE was now known to be that Felton, who had ferved in the army. Being 
carried into a private room, it was thought proper fo far to diffembJe as to tell 
him, that Buckingham was only grievoufly wounded, but not without hopes of 
recovery. Felton fmiled, and told them, that the Duk~, he knew full well, had 
received a blow, which had terminated all their hopes. When afked, at whofe 
inftigation he had performed that horrid deed? He anfwered, that they needed 
not to trouble themfelves in that enquiry; that no man living had credit enough 
with him to have difpofed him to fuch an action ; that he had not even entrufted 
his purpofe to any one; that the refolution proceeded only from himfelf and the 
impulfe of his own confcience; and that his motives would appear, if his hat was .. 
found: For that, belie_ving he would perifh in the attempt, he had there taken 

care to explain them *. 
WHEN the King was informed of this affaffination, he received the news in 

· public with an unmoved and undifturbed countenance; and the courtiers, who 
ftudied his looks, concluded, that fecretly he was not difpleafed to be rid of a 
minifi:er, fo generally odious to the nation t. But Charles's command of himfelf 
proceeded intire1y from the gravity and compofure of his temper. He was fii}l, 
as much as ever, attached to his favourite "i and, during his whole life, he n-

~ Clarendon, vo1. i. P• z7, :z8 . t Warwick, p. 34• 
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t.ained an affection for Buckingham's friends, and a prejudice againft his enemies. Chap. rr. 
He urged to~o, that Felcon fhould be put to the queftion, in order to extort from 1628• 

him a difcovery of his accomplices: But the judges declared, that, tho' that 
practice had been formerly very ufual, it was altogether illegal. So much more 
exact re.afoners, with regard to law, had they become, from the jealous fcruples 
of the houfe of commons. 

MEAN while the diftrefs of Rochelle had rifen to the utmoft extremity. That 
vaft genius of Richelieu, which made him fonn the greateft enterprizes, led him 
to attempt tneir execution, by means equally great and extraordinary. In order to 
deprive Rochelle of all fuccotir, he had dared to project the throwing crofs the 
harbour a mole of a mile's extent in that boifl:erous ocean ; and having executed 
his project, he now held the town clofely blockaded on all fides. The inhabitants, 
tho' preffed with the greateft rigours of famine, fiill refufed to fqbmit; being 
fupported, putly by the lectures of their zealous preachers, partly by the daily 
hopes of affiftance from England. After Buckingham's death, the command of 
the fleet and army was conferred on the Earl of Lindefey; who, arriving before 
Rochelle, made fome attempts to break thro' the mole, and force his way into 
the town : But by the delays of the Englifh, that work was now fully finilhed 
and fortified ; and the Roche1Iers, finding their laft hopes to fail them, were re
duced to furrender at difcretion, even in fight of the Englifh admiral. Of l 5,ooo 
perfons, who had been !hut UP. in the town, 4000 alone furvived the fatigues and 1sth of oa.. , 
famine, which they had undergone *. 

THIS was the firft neceffary ftep towards the profperity of France. Foreign 
enemies, as well as domeftic factions, being deprived of this refource, that king
dom began now to lhine forth in its full fplendor. By a fteady profecution of 
wife plans, both of war and policy, it gradually gained an afcendant over the ri
val power of Spain ; and every order of the ftate, and every fetl:, were reduced 
to pay fubmiffion to the lawful authority of the fovereign. The victory, how
ever, over the hugonots was, at firft, pufhed by the French King with great mode
ration. A toleration was flill continued to them ; the only avowed and open to ... 
leration, which, at that time, was granted in any European kingdom. 

THE failure of an enterprize, in which the Englifh nation, from religious fym- 1629• 
pathy, fo much interefted themfelves, could not but diminifh the King's authority 
in the parliament during the approaching f~ffion: But the commons, when af- zoth Januar;·. 

fembled, found many other caufes of complaint. Buckingham's conduCt and eh a- New feffion 
0 

raCl:er, with fome had afforded a reafon, with others a pretence, for difcontent againft parliamtnr. 
public meafures : But after his death, there wanted not new reafons and new pre-
tences for general diffatisfatlion. Manwaring~s pardon and promotion were taken 

• Rulhw. vol. i. p. 636. 
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Cba : IT. notice of: Sibthorpe anU Cofins, two Clergyme?; who, for like reafons, :'ere 

' 2 9· equally difagreeable to the commons~ had m t ~1th equal favour .from the Kmg: 

Montague, who had been cenfured tor moderatton to the cath~ltcs,. the greateft 

of crimes, had been created bilhop of Chichefter. They found, hkewtfe, upon en

quiry, that all the copies of the petition of right, which were difperfed, had, by 

the king's orders, annexed to them the firft anfwer, which had given fo little 

fatisfaction to the commons *. An expedient of Charles, by which he endea-

'oured to perfuade the people, t.lat he had nowife receded from his former claims

nd pretenTions, particularly with regard to the levying tonnage and poundage. 

Selden ·alfo complained in the houfe, that one Savage, contrary to tlie petition of 

right, had been punifhed with the lofs of his ears, by a difcretionary or arbitrary 

fentence of the fiar-chamber f. So apt were they, on their part, to ftretch the 

petition into fuch confequences as might deprive the crown of powers, which, 

from immemorial cuftom, were r~lppofed inherent in it. 

Tonnage and BuT the great article, on which the houfe of commons broke with the King, 

poundage. ancl which finally created in Charles a difguft to all parliaments, was their claim 

with regard to tonnage and poundage. On this occafion, therefore, it is necef .. 

fary to give an account of the controverfy. 

THE duty of tonnage and poundage, in more antient times, had been com

monly a temporary gr.ant of the parliament;. but it had been conferred on 

Henry V. and all the fucceeding princes, during life, in order to enable them· 

to maintain a naval force for the protection of the kingdom. The neceffity of 

vying this duty had been fo apparent, that each King had ever claimed it from 

the moment of his acceffion ;. and the firft parliament of each reign had ever by 

vote, conferred on the prince what they found him already in po!feffion of. 

Agreeable to the inaccurate genius of the old conftitution~ this abufe·, however con

fiderable, had never been perceived nor remedied ; tho' nothing could have been 

afier than for the parliament to have prevented it :J:. By granting this duty to 

each prince, during his own life; and, for a year after his deceafe, to the fuc-

effor, all inconveniencies had been obviated; and yet the duty had never, for a<. 

moment, been levied without proper authority. But contrivances of that nature 

were not thought of during thofe rude ages : And as fo complicated and jeaJou, 

a government as the Englifh cannot fub!Hl: without many fuch refinements; it is 

eafy to fee, how favourable every inaccuracy muft formerly have provsd to royal 

authority, which, on all emergencie~ was obliged to fupply, by difcretionary; 

power, the great deficiency. of the laws. 

• State Trials, vol ... vii. p •. 216. Rulliw •. vol. ). p. 643·· 
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T t parliatnent did not grant the duties of conn~ge and poundage to Henry VIII. 
till the fixth year of his reign: Yet this prince, who had not then raifed his power 
to its greateft height, continued, during that whole time, to. levy, thefe du .. 
ties · The parliament, in their very grant, blame the merchants, who had ne..: 
gletl:ed to n1ake payment to the crown ; and tho' fome expreffions of that bill 
feem ambiguous and equivocal, they employ the plaineft terms in calling tonnaget. 

nd pound ge the King's due, even before they were conferred on him by parlia-
1entary authority *. Four reigns, and above a whole century, were fine 
Japfed ; and thefe duties had ftill been levied before they were voted by parlia-

ment. So long had this inaccuracy continued, without being remarked or cor-

rected! 
DuRING that !hort interval, which elapfed between Charles's acceffion and 

1 is firft parliament, he had followed the example of his predeceffors; and no fault. 
was found with his conduct in this particular. But what was moft remarkable· 
·n the proceedings of that houfe of commons, and what proved beyon contro
verfy. that they had ferioufly formed a plan for reducing their prince to depen
dance, was, that, inftead of granting this fupply during the King's life, as it had 
been enjoyed by all his immediate predecelfors, they voted it only fur a Y.ear ; 
nd, after that fhould be elapfed, referved to themfelves the power of renewing or· 

refufing the fame conceffion t. But the houfe of peers, who faw that this duty 
was now become more neceifary than ever to fupply the growing neceffities of the 
crown, and who did not approve of this encroaching fpirit of the commons, re
jetted the bill; and the diffolution of that parliament followed fo.foon after, that 
no attempt feems to have been made for the obtaining tonnage and poundage iru 

ny other form :J:. 
CHARLES, mean while, continued ftill to levy thefe duties by his own autho· 

11ity ; and the nation was fo accuftomed to this exertion of royal power, that no• 
fcruple was, at firft, entertained of fubmitting to ic. But the fucceeding parlia
ment excited doubts in every one. The commons made there fome fteps towards. 
cdeclaring it illegal to levy tonnage and poundage without confent of parliament, 
and they openly fuowed their intention of employing this engine, in order to 
extort fron1 the crown conceffions of the moft important nature. But Charles, 
was not yet fufficiently tamed to compliance; nd the abrupt diffolution of that· 

• 6 Hen : VIII. cap. 14·· t Journ. sthJuly, x6z5. 
t The reafon, affigned by Sir Philip Warwick, p •. zd, for this unufual meafure of the commons, is, 

that they intended to deprive the crown of the prerogative, which it had affumed, of varying the . 
rates of the impofitions, and, at the fame time, were refolved to cut off" the· new rates laid on by James .. 
Thefe were confiderable diminutions both of revenue and prerogative ; and whether they would have 
there fiopt, confidering their prefent difpofition, may appear fomewh'lt uncertain. The King, it 
feems, and the lords were refolved not to truft them; nor to render a revenue once precarious, which 

perhaps they might never afterwards be able to ge re-eftabliihed en the old footing. 
parliament,, 

Chap. IT. 
a6z9 •. 
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parliament, as above related, put an end, 'for the time, to their farther preten

fions. 
THE followino- interval, between the fecond and third parliament, was dif

tingui!hed by fo !:)many exertions of prerogative, that men had little leifure to at- . 
tend to this affair of tonnage and poundage, where the abufe of power in the 
crawn might feem to be of a more difputable nature. But after the commons, 
during the precedent feffion, had remedied all thefe grievances by means of their 
petition of right, which was become fo neceifary; they afterwards proceeded to take 
this matter into confideration, and they !howed the fame intention, as formerly, of 
exaCl:ing, in return for the grant of this revenue, very large compliances on the 
part of the crown. Their fudden prorogation prevented them from bringing their 
pretenfions to a full conclufion. 

WHEN Charles opened this feffion, he had forefeen, that the fame controverfy 
would atife; and he therefore took care, very early, among many mild and re
conciling expreffions, to inform the commons, " That he had not taken thefe 
" duties as appertaining to his hereditary prerogative; but that it ever was, and 
" frill is, his meaning to enjoy them as a gift of his people : A_nd that, if he 
" had hitherto levied tonnage and poundage, he pretended to juftify himfe1f only 
" by the neceffity of fo doing, not by any right which he affumed *." This 
concefiion, which probably proceeded from the King's moderate temper, now 
freed from the impulfe of Buckingham's violent councils, might have fatisfied 
the commons, had they entertained no other view, than that of afcertaining their 

..own rights and privileges. But they carried their pretenfions much higher. They 
infifted, as a neceffary preliminary, that the King fhould once entirely deflft from 
levying thefe duties ; after which they were to take into confideration, how far 
they would reftore him to the poffeffion of a revenue, of which he had clearly di
vefted himfelf. But befides that this extren1e rigour had never been exercifed to
wards any of his predeceffors, and many obvious prejudices muft follow the inter· 
rniffion of the cuftoms ; there were other reafons, which deterred Charles from 
complying with fo hard a condition. It was probable, that the commons might 
renew their former project of making this revenue only temporary, and thereby 
reducing their prince to perpetual dependance; they certainly would cut off all the 
new impofitions, which Mary and Elizabeth, but efpecially J ames, had levied, 
and which forn1ed no defpicable part of the public revenue; and they openly 

. declared, that they had, at prefent, many important pretenfions, chiefly with re
gard to religion ; and if compliance was refufed, no fupply muft be expected 
from the commons. 

IT is eafy to fee in what an inextricable labyrinth Charles was now involved. 
By his own conceffions, by the general principles of the Englifu government, and 

• Rufi1w, vol. i. p. 64-4. Par]. Hift. vol. viii. p. 256. 346. 
by 
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by the form of every bill, which had granted this duty, tonnage ana poundage 
was derived entire y from the free gift of the people ; and, by confequence, might 
be withdrawn at their pleafure. If unreafonable in their refufal, they frill refufed 
nothing but what was their own. If public neceffity required this fupply, it alfo 
required the King's compliance with thofe conditions, which were the price of 
obtaining it. Tho' the motive of granting it had been the enabling the King to 
guard the feas ; it did not follow, that, becaufe he guarded the feas, he was there
fore entitled to this revenue, without any farther formality; fince the people had 
ftill refer:ved to themfelves the right of judging how far that (ervice merited fuch 
a fupply. But Charles, notwithfl:anding his public declaration, was far from 
affenting to this conclufion, in its full extent. The plain confequence, he faw, 
of all thefe rigours, and refinements, and inferences, was, that he, without any 
public neceffity, and without any default of his own, muft, of a fudden, even 
from his acceffion, become a magifl:rate of a very different nature from any of 
his predeceffors, and muft fall into a total dependance on fubjects, o:ver whom 
former Kings, efpecially thofe immediately preceding, had exercifed an autho
rity almoft unlimited. Entangled in ·a chain of confequences, which he could not 
eafily break, he was inclined to go higher, and rather deny the firft principle, 
than admit of conclufions, which to him appeared fo abfurd and unreafonable. 
Agreeable to the ideas hitherto entertained both by natives and foreigners, the mo
narch he efteemed the effence and foul of the Engliib government ; and whatever 
other power pretended to annihilate or even abridge the royal authority, muft ne
ceffarily, he thought, either in its nature or exercife, be deemed no better than 
an ufurpation. Willing to preferve the antient harmony of the conftitution, he 

· had ever intended to comply, as far as he eafily could, with the antient forms of 
adminifl:ration: But when thefe forms appeared to him, by the inveterate obfti
nacy of the commons, to have no other tendency than to difturb that harmony, 
and to introduce a new conftitution ; he concluded, that, in this violent fituation, 
what was fubordinate muft neceffarily yield to what was principal, and the pri
vileges of the people, for a · time, give place to royal prerogative. From the 
rank of a monarch to be degraded into a fiave of his infolent fubjetts, feemed, 
of all indignities, the greateft ; and nothing, in his judgment, could exceed the 
humiliation attending fuch a ftate, but the meannefs of tamely fubmitting to . 
it, without making fome efforts to preferve the authority tranfmitted to him by 
his predeceffors. 

THo' thefe were his reflections and refolutions before the parliament a!fem
bled, he did not imn1ediately break with them, upon their delay of voting him 
this fupply. He thought, that he could bette-r juftify any ftrong meafure, which 
he might afterwards be obliged tb take, if he allowed them to carry, to the ut-

moft 
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.r-h II n1oft extremity, their attacks upon his government and prer ga : y He con-

.'"' ~p . • 
1629. tented himfelf, for the prefent, With fo}iciting the houfe by neii eS and 

fpeeches. But the commons, inftead of hearkening to his ~o~icitation , . proceeded 

to carry their cenforial fcrutiny into his management of. rehg.t~n t , ':htch was ~he 

()nly grievance, to which they had not, as yet, by the1r peti tion of nght, apphed 

a fufficient remedy. 
Arminianifm. I T was not poffible, that this ce1 ury, fo fertile in religious feCts a~d difputes, 

could efcape the controverfy concerning fatalifm and free-will, which, being 

ft rongly inrerwoven, both with philofophy and theology, had, in all ages, thrown 

every fchool and every church into fuch inextricable doubt and perplexity. The 

f rll: reformers in E ngl nd, as in other E uropean countries, had embraced the moft 

rigid tenets of predeftination and abfolu te decrees, and had compofed, upon that 

fyftem, all the articles of their religious creed. But thefe principles having met 

ith oppofition from Arminius and h·s feCl:aries, the controverfy was foon brought 

into this iOand, and began here to diffufe itfelf. T lie Arminians, .finding more 

encouragen1ent from the fuperftitiou s fpirit of the church than from the fanaticifm 

of the puritans, gradually incorporated themfel.ve with the former o and fome of 

that fe&, b;y the indu~gence of J ames and Charles, had attained the higheft offices 

and preferments in the hierarchy. But their fuccefs with the public had not 

been altogether anfwerable to that which they met with in the church and the 

court. Throughout the nation, they frill lay under the ::reproach of innovation 

and herefy. The commons now levelled againft them their formidable cenfures, 

and made them the objeCts of daily inveCtive and declamation. Their protec· 

tors were ftigmatized ; their tenets canvaffed ; their views reprefented as danger· 

ous and pernicious. To impartial fpeB:ators furely, if any fuch had been, at that 

time, in England, it n1uft have given great entertainment, to fee a popular af

fembly, enfiamed with faCtion and enthufiafm, pretend to handle queftions, for 

which the greateft philofophers, in the tranquillity of retreat, had never hitherto 

een able to find any fatisfaB:ory folutian. 

AMIDST that complication of difputes, in which men were involved, we may 

obferve, that the appellation, puritan, ftood for three parties, which, tho' com

monly united together, were yet actuated by very different views and motives. 

~here were the political puritans, who maintained the higheft principles of civil 

liberty; the puritans· in difcipline, who were averfe to the ceremonies and epifco

pal government of the church; and the doCtrinal puritans, who rigidly defended 

the fpeculative fyftem of the firft reformers. In oppofition to all thefe, ftood, the 

court-party, the hierarchy, and the arminians; only with this diftinB:ion, that 

the latter feet, being introduced a few years before, did not, as yet, comprehe.nd 

• Ruthw. vol. i. p. 642. t Rufhw. vol. i. p. 65 I. Wh:t'ocke, p. 1 z. 

all 



CHARLES I. 

all thofe who were favourable to the church and to monarchy. But as the contra
verGes, on every fubjeB:, grew daily warmer, men united themfelves more inti
mately with their friends, and feparated themfelves wider from their antagonifis; 
and the difi:inClion gradually became quite uniform and regular. 

THIS houfe of commons, which, like all the preceding ones, during the reigns 
of James and Charles, and even of Elizabeth, had been much governed by the 
puritanical party, thought, that they could not better ferve their cauft>, than by 
ftigmatizing and punifhing the arminian feet, which, introducing an innovation 
in the church, were the leaft favoured and Ieaft powerful of all their antagonifts. 
From this meafure, it was eaG1y forefeen, that, befides gratifying the animofity of 
the doctrinal puritans, both the puritans in difcipline and thofe in politics would 
reap confiderable advantages. Laud, Neile, Montague, and other bifhops, who 
were the chief fupporters of epifcopal government, and the moft zealous parti
zans of the difcipline and ceremonies of the church, were all fuppofed to be tainted 
with arminianifm. The fame men and their difciples were the ftrenuous preachers 
of paffive obedience and of entire fubmiffion to princes; and if thefe could once 
be cenfured, and be expelled the church and court, it was concluded, that the 
hierarchy would receive a mortal blow, the ceremonies be lefs rigidly infifted on, 
and the King, deprived of his moft faithful friends, be obliged to abate thofe 
high claims of prerogative, on which at prefent he infifted. 

BuT Charles, befides a view of the political confequences, which muft refult 
from a compliance with fuch pretenfions, was ftrongly determined, from princi
ples of piety and confcience, to oppofe them. Neither the diflipation incident t~ 
youth, nor the pleafures attending a high fortune, had been able to prevent this 
virtuous Prince from embracing the moft fincere fentiments of religion; and that 
character, which, in that religious age, ought to have been of infinite advantage to 
him, proved, in the end, the chief caufe of his ruin: Merely, becaufe the religion, 
adopted by him, was not of that precife mode and feet, which began to prevail 
among his fubjects. !-lis piety, tho' remote from popery, · had a tincture of fu
perfiition in it; and, being averfe to the gloomy fpirit of the puritans, was repre
fented by them as tending towards the abominations of antichrift. Laud alfo had 
unfortunately acquired a great afcendant over him: And as all thofe prelates, 
ftruck at by the commons, were regarded as his chief friends and m oft favour~d 
courtiers ; he was refolved not to difarm and difhonour himfelf, by abandoning 
them to the refentment of his enemies. Being totally unprovided of military 
force, and finding a refractory, independant fpirit to prevail among the people; 
the moft folid bails of his authority, he thought, confifted in tne fupport, which 
he received from the hierarchy. 

IN the debates of the commons, which are tranfmitted to us, 'tis eafy to dif
cern fo early fome fparks of that enthufiaftic fire, which afterwards fet the whole 

VoL. V. B b natio· 
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nation in combuftion. One Roufe made ufe of an allufion, which, tho' very fa

miliar feems to have been borrowed from the writings of Lord Bacon. " If a 

" ma~ meet a dog alone," faid he, " the dog is fearful, tho' never fo fierce by 

'' nature: But if the dog have his mafter with him, he will fet upon that man, 

" from whom he fled before. This fhows, that lower natures, being backed by 

" hiaher, encreafe in courage and ftrength; and certainly man, being backed 

" w~h omnipotency, is a kind of omnipotent creature. All things are poffible to 

" him that believes; and :where all things are poffible, there is a kind of omni

" potency. Wherefore, let it be the unanimous confent and refolution of us all 

" to make a vow and covenant from henceforth to hold faft our God and our 

" religion; and then fhall we henceforth expeCt with certainty happinefs in this 

" world *. '' 
0LIVER CRoMWEL, at that time, a young man, of no account in the nation, 

is mentioned in thefe debates, as complaining of one, who, he was told, preached 

flat popery t. 'Tis amufing to obferve the firft words of this fanatical hypocrite 

correfpond fo exaCtly to his charaB:er. 

THE enquiries and debates concerning tonnage and poundage went hand in 

hand with thefe theological or metaphyfical controverfies. The officers of the 

cuftomhoufe were fummoned before the commons to give an account by what 

authority they had feized the goods of merchants, who had refufed to pay thefe 

duties: The barons of the exchequer were queftioned concerning their decrees on 

that head :J:. The fheriff of London was committed to the Tower for his activity 

in fupporting the officers of the cuftom-houfe : The goods of Rolles, a n1erchant, 

and member of the houfe, being feized for his refufal to pay the duties, com

plaints were made of this violence, as if it were a breach of privilege 11 : Charles 

fupported his officers in all thefe meafures; and the quarrel grew every day higher 

between him and the commons §. Mention was made in the houfe of impeaching 

Sir Richard Wefton, Lord treafurer ~ ; and the King began to entertain thoughts 

of finifuing the feffion by a di!folution. 

S1 R John Elliot framed a remonfl:rance againft levying tonnage and poun· 

dage without confent of parliament, and offered it to the clerk to r.ead. It was 

refufed. He read it himfelf. The queft:ion being then called for, the fpeaker, 

Sir John Finch, faid, ~bat he had a command from the King to adjourn, and to put 

• Rufhw. vol. i. p. 646. ParJ. Hift. voJ. viii. p. z6o. 

t Rulbw. vol. i. p. 655· Pari. Hilt. vol. viii. p. 289& 

t Rufhw. vol. ;. p. 654• Pari. Hift. vol. viii. p. 301. 11 Ru!hw. i. p. 653• 

§ Rulhw. vol. i. p. 658. ~ Pari. Hift. voJ. viii. p. 326. 
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no queflion •. Upon which he rofe and left the chair. The whole houfe was in an C .ap. T • 

uproar. The fpeaker was pufhed back into the chair, and forcibly held in it by 
1 

z1. 

Hollis and Valentine, till a fhort remonftrance was framed, and was paffed by ac
clamation rather than by vote. Papifts and arminians were there declared capital 

enemies to the commonwealth. Thofe, who levied tonnage and poundage, were 

branded with the fame epithet. And even the merchants, who fhould voluntarily 

pay thefe duties, were denominated betrayers of Engli!h liberty, and public ene-
n1ies. The doors being locked, the gentleman ufher of the houfe of lords, who 
was fent by the King, could get no admittance, till this remonftrance was fini!hed. 

By the King's order, he took the mace from the table, which ended their pro- Difrolution 0 

ceedings t. And a few days after the parliament was diffolved. the parlia-

THE difcontents of the nation ran extremely high, on account of this violent :anr~h 10• 

rupture between the King and parliament. The!e difcontents Charles inflamed by 
his affeCtation of a feverity, which he had not power, nor, probably, inclination, 
to carry to extremity. Sir Miles Hobart, Sir Peter Hey man, Sdden, Coriton, 

Long, Strode, were committed to prifon, on account of the laft tumult in the 
houfe, which was called fedition :f:. With great difficulty, and after feveral de-
Jays, they were releafed; and the law was generally fuppofed to be wrefted, in 
order to prolong their imprifonment. Sir John Elliot, Hollis, and Valentine, 
were fummoned to their trial in the king's bench, for feditious fpeeches and beha-
viour in parliament; but refufing to anfwer before an inferior court for their con-

duB:, as members of a fuperior, they were condemned to be imprifoned during 

the King's pleafure, to find fureties for their good behaviour, and to be fined, the 

two former a thoufand pounds a- piece, the latter five hundred 11· This fentence, 
procured by the influence of the crown, ferved only to fhow the King's difregard 
to the privileges of parliament, and to acquire an immenfe ftock of popularity to 
the fufferers, who had fo bravely, in oppofition to arbitrary power, defended the 
liberties of their native country. The commons of England, tho' an immenfe body, 
and poife1fed of the greatefl: part of the national property, were naturally fomewhat 

defencelefs; becaufe of their perfonal equality and their want of leaders : But the 
King's feverity, if thefe illegal profecutions deferve the name, here pointed out 

leaders to them, whofe refentment was enflamed, and whofe courage was nowife 

daunted, by the hardfhips which th~y had undergone in fo honourable a cawfe. 

• The King's power of adjourning as well as proroguing the parliament was fcarce ever queftioned. 

In the 19th of the late King, the judges determined, that the adjournment by the K'ng kept the par
liament i11 .flatu quo until the next fitting ; but that then no committees were to meet : But if .the ad
journment be by the houfe, then the committees and other matters do continue. Parl. Hift. vol. v. 
p. 466. 

t Rulhw. vol. i. p. 66o. Whitelocke, p. 12. t Rufhw. vol. i. p. 661. 681. Pari. 
Hi.fi. vol. viii. p. 354· May. p. 13. 11 Rulhw. vol. i. p. 684. 691. 
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Chap. n. So much did thefe prifoners glory in their fufferings, that, tho' they were pro .. 

16z9. mifed liberty, on that condition, t~ey would not c~ndefcend even. to *prefent a 

petition to the King, expreffing t~e1r forro:V for havmg ~ffended htm. . . They 

unanimoufly refufed to find furettes for thetr good beha:wur; an~ dtfda~ned to 

accept of deliverance on fuch eafy terms. Nay, Holhs was :o ~ndufrnous to 

continue his meritorious diftrefs, that when one offered to bad htm, he would 

not ~ield to the rule of court, and be himfelf bound with his friend. Even 

Long, who had aCl:ually found fureties in the chief juftice's chamber, declared in 

court, that his fureties fhould no longer continue t. Yet becaufe Sir John El

liot happened to die, while in cufrody, a great clamour was raifed againft the 

adminiftration ; and he was univerfally regarded as a martyr to the liberties of 

England :J:. 

C H A P. Ill. 

Peace with France.-Peace with Spain.-State of the court and 

minijlry.-Charaeler of the §0een.--Strafford.-Laud.

Innovations in the church.--Irregular levies of money.-Severities 

in the Jlar chamber and high commijjion.-Ship-money.-Tria/ 

if Hambden. 

T HERE now opens to us a new fcene. Charles, naturally difgufted with 

parliaments, was refolved not to call any more, till he fhould fee greater 

indications of compliant difpofition in the nation. Having lofi his great favou

rite, Buckingham, he became his own minifter ; and never afterwards repofed 

in any one fuch unlimited confidence. As he chiefly follows his own genius and 

difpofition, his meafures are henceforth lefs rafh and hafty ; tho' the general te

nor of hi~ adminiftration ftill wants fomewhat of being entirely legal, and· more. 

of being entirely prudent. 

WE ihall endeavour to exhibit a juft idea of the events, which followed for 

fume- years ; fo far as they regard foreign affairs, the ftate of the court, and the 

government of the nation. The incidents are neither numerous nor illuftrious; 

t Kennet, vol. iii. p. 49 . t Rulhworth, vol. v. p. 440. 
but 
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but the know lege of them is neceffary, for underftanding the fubfequent tranfac- Chap. III. 

tions, which are fo memorable. 162
9-· 

CHARLES, deftitute of all fupply, was obliged from neceffity to embrace a mea
fure, which ought to have been the refult of reafon and found policy : He made 
peace with the two crowns, againft whom he had hitherto waged a war, which. 
was entered upon without neceffity, and was conduB:ed without glory. N otwith
fianding the di(l:raCted and helplefs condition of England, no attempt was made, 
either by France or Spain, to invade their enemy; nor did they entertain any far
ther projetl: than to defend themfelves againft the feeble and ill concerted expeditions 
of that kingdom. Pleafed that the jealoufies and quarrels between King and par
liament had difarmed fo formidable a power, they carefully avoided any enterprize, 
which might rouze either the terror or anger of the Engli!h, and difpofe them to 
domeftic union and fubmiffion. The endeavours to regain the good will of the 
nation was carried fo far by the King of Spain, that he generouf1y releafed and 
fent home all the Engli!h prifoners, taken in the expedition againft Cadiz. The 
example was imitated by France, after the retreat of the Englifu from the iOe ofPeace with 

Rhe. When princes were in fuch difpofitions, and had fo few pretenfions on eac1 ~;~7~~ and 

other, it could not be difficult to conclude a peace. The treaty was firft figned April q .. 

with France*. The fituation of the King's affairs did not entitle him to deman:l 
any conditions for the hugonots, and they were abandoned to the will of their 
fovereign. Peace was afterwards concluded with Spain; where no conditions t63o. 

were made in favour of the Palatine, except that Spain promifed in general to November Sn 

ufe her good offices for his reil: oration t. The influence of thefe two wars on do-
rneftic affairs, and on the difpofitions of King and people, was of the utmorl: 
confequence : But no alteration was made by them on the foreign interefts of the 
kingdom .. 

NoTHING more happy can be imagined than the fi·tuation, in which England 
then ftood with regard to foreign affairs. Europe was divided between the rival 
families of Bourbon and Auftria, whofe oppofite interefl:s, and ftill more, their 
mutual jealoufies, fecured the tranquillity of this ifland. Their forces were {(> , 

nearly counterpoized, that no apprehenfions were entertained of any event, which 
could fuddenly difturb the balance of power between them. The Spani.fh mo
narch, deemed the moft powerful, lay at greateft diftance ; and the Engliih, by 
that means, poffeffed the advantage of being . engaged by political motives, into 
a more intimate union and confederacy with the neighbouring potentate. The· 
difperft fituation of the Spani!h dominions rendered the naval power of Englar:d. 
very forn1idable to them, and kept that empire in continual dependance. France,, 
more vigorous and more compact, was, every day, rifing in policy and difcipline;, 

• Rufuw. vol. ii. p. 23, 24? t· Kufhw. voi: H. P.· 7 5. Whitlocke, p. 1 +. 
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J~O HIS T ORY O F GREAT BRITAI 

Chap. nr. and reached at Iafi: an equality of power with the houfe of Auft:ria: ~ut he~ pro-
1630· grefs, flow and gradual, left it frill in the power of England, by a timely mter .. 

pofal, to check her fuperiority. And thus Charles, could he have avoided all 
dilfentions with his own fubj ects, was in a fituation to n1ake himfelf be courted 
and refpected by every power in Europe; and, what has fcarce ever fince been at

tained by the princes of this ifiand, he could either be active with dignity, or neu

tral with fecurity. 

A NEUTRALITY was embraced by the King; and during the reil: of his reign, 

he feems to have little regarded foreign affairs, except fo far as he was engaged, 

by honour and by friendfhip for his fifrer and the Palatine, to endeavour the pro
curing fome relief for that unhappy family. Pie joined his good offices to thofe 
of France, and mediated a peace between the Kings of Sweden and Poland, in 

hopes of engaging the former to embrace the protection of the oppreffed prote· 

ftants in the empire. This was the famed Guftavus, whofe heroic genius, fe .. 
conded by the wifeft policy, made him, in a little time, the moft diftinguifhed 
monarch of the age, and rendered his country, formerly unknown and negleCt .. 

ed, of great weight in the balance of Europe. To encourage and affift him in 
his projected invafion of Germany, Charles agreed to furnifh him with fix thou

f.and men ; but that he might preferve the appearance of neutrality, he made ufe 

of the Marquis of Hamilton's name, a nobleman allied to the crown t. Ha .. 
milton entered into an engagement with Guftavus; and inlifting thefe troops in 

England and Scotland at Charles's expence, he landed them in the Elbe. The 

deci!ive battle of LeipHc was fought foon after; where the conduct of Tilly and 

the valour of the imperialifrs, ~ere overcome by the fuperior conduCt of Gufta

vus and the fuperior valour of the Swedes. What remained of this hero's life 

was one continued feries of victory, for which he was lefs beholden to fortune, 

than to thofe perfona1 endowments, which he derived from nature and from induftry. 
That rapid progrefs of conqueft, which we fo much admire in antient hiftory, was 
here renewed in modern annals ; and without that caufe, to which, in former 

ages, it had ever been owing. Military nations were not now engaged againft 
an undifciplined and unwarlike people; nor heroes fet in oppofition to cowards. 

The veteran trOt'ps of Ferdinand, conducted by the moft celebrated generals of 
the age, were foiled in every encounter, and all Germany was over-run in an in
ftant, by the victorious Swede. But by this extraordinary and unexpected fuc
cefs of his ally, Charles failed of the purpofe, for which he fr lmed the alliance. 
Guftavus, elated by profperity, began to form more extenfive plans of ambi
tion ; and in freeing Germany from the yoke of Ferdinand, he intended to re
duce it to fubjecbon under his own. He refufed to reftore the Palatine to his 

t Ru&w. vol. ii. p. 96, 53, 6z, 83. 
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principality except on conditions, which would have.kept him in total dependance t. Chap. nr. 
And thus the negotiation was protracted ; till the battle of Lutzen, where the x63o. 

Swediih monarch perilhed in the midft of a complete victory, which he obtained 
over his enemies. 

I 

WE have carried on thefe tranfaCl:ions a few years beyond the prefent period, 
that we n1ight not be obliged to return to them ; nor be henceforth interrupted 
in our account of Charles's court and kingdoms. 

WHEN we confider Charles, as prefiding in his court, as affociated with his fa- State of the 

mily, it is difficult to imagine a char<tCter, at once more refpeB:able and more c?urt and nd

amiable. A kind hufband, an indulgent father, a gentle mafl:er, a fl:edfafl: friend; mftry. 

to all thefe eulogies, his conduct: in private life fully intitled him. As a monarch 
too, in the exterior qualities he excelled ; in the eifential, he was not de f~crive. 

His addrefs and nunner, tho' perhaps inclining a little towards fl:ateline(<; and 
formality, in the main corrcfponded to his high rank, and gave grace to that 
referve and gravity, which were natural to him. The moderation and equity, 
which ibone forth in his temper, feemed to fecure him againft rafh and danger.: 
ous enterprize5 : The good fenf~ , which he difplayed in his difcourfe and con-
verfation, feemed to warrant his fuccefs in every reafonable undertaking. Other 
endowments likewife he enjoyed, which, in a private gentleman, would have 
been highly ornamental, and which, in a great monarch, might have proved 
extremely ufeful to his people. He was poffeffed of an excellent tafte in all the 
fine arts ; and the love of painting was, in fome degree, his favourite paffio n. 
Learned beyond what is common in princes, he was a good judge of writing in 
others, and poifeff(d, himfelf, no mean talent in compofition. In any other age, 
or nation, this monarch had been fecure of a profperous and a happy reign. 
But the high idea of his own authority, with which he had been imbued, made 
him incapable of giving way to the fpirit of liberty, which began to prevail 
among his fubjects. His politics were not fupported with fuch vigour and 
forefight as might enable him to fubdue their privileges, and maintain his pre-
rogative at the high pitch, to which it had been raifed. And above all, the fpit·it of 
enthufiafm, being univerfally diffufed over the nation, difappointed all the views 
of human prudence, and difl:urbed the operation of every motive, which ufually 

influence fociety. 
BuT the misfortunes produced by thefe caufes, were yet remote. Charles now 

enjoyed himfelf in the full exercife of his authority, in a focial intercourfe with his 
friends and courtiers, and in a moderate ufe of thofe pleafures, which he moft 
affected. 

AFTER the death of Buckingham, who had fomewhat alien ted Charles from C haraClcr of 

the ~een, ibe is to be confidered as his chief friend and f4vourite. That ru{hc the ~een. 

t Franklyn, p. 41 5. 
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contempt of the fair fex, which J ames affeB:ed, and which, banifhing them from 
his court, made it refemble more a fair or an exchange, than the feat of a great 
prince, was very wide of the difpofition of this. monarch. But tho' full of com
plaifance to the whole fex, Charles referved all h1s paffion for the ~een, to whom 
he attached himfelf with unihaken fidelity and confidence. By her fenfe and fpi
rit, as well as by her beauty, fhe juftified the fondnefs of her hufband; tho' it 
is allowed, that, being fomewhat of a pafiionate temper, £he precipitated him into 
hail:y and imprudent councils. Her religion likewife, to which fhe was much ad
diCted, muft be regarded as a great misfortune; fince it augmented the jealoufy, 
which prevailed againft the court, and engaged her to procure, for the catholics, 
fome indulgences, which were generally diftafteful to the nation *. 

IN the former fituation of the Eng1ifh government, when the fovereign was, 
in a great meafure, indtpendent of his fubjeets, the king chofe his minifters, ei
ther from perfonal favour, or from an opinion of their ability; without any re
gard to their parliamentary intereft or talents. l t has flnce been the maxim of 
princes, wherever popular leaders encroach too much on royal authority, to 
confer offices on them; in expeCtation, that they will afterwards become more care
ful not to diminifh that power, which has become their own. Thefe politics were 
now embraced by Charles; a fure proof, that a fecret revolution had happened in 
the conftitution, and. had neceffitated the prince to adopt new maxims of govern
ment t. But the views of the King were, at this time, fo repugnant to thofe of 
the puritans, that the leaders, whom he gained, loft, from that moment, all in
terdt with their party, and were even purfued as traitors, with implacable hatred 
and refentment. This was the cafe with Sir Thomas Wentworth, whom the King 
created, fidl: a baron, then a vifcount, and afterwards Earl of Scrafford; made him 
prefident of the council of York, and Lord deputy of Ireland; and regarded 
him as his chief minift:er and counfellor. By his eminent talents and abilities, 
Strafford merited all the confidence, which the King repofed in him: His cha
racter was ftately and auftere; more fitted to procure efteem than love: His fide
lity to his mafter was unfhaken; but as he now employed all his councils to (up
port the prerogative, wHich he had formerly bent all his endeavours to diminiih, 
his virtue feems not to have been entirely pure, but to have been fufceptible of 
ftrong impreffions from private intereft and atnbition. Sir Dudley Digges was, 
about the fame time, created mafter of the rolls: Noy, attorney-general: Little
ton, follicitor-general. All thefe had been likewife parliamentary leaders; and 
were men very eminent in their profeffion :J:. 

IN all ecclefiaftical affairs, and even in many civil, Laud, biihop of London, 
had great influence .on the King. This man was virtuous; if feverity of n1anners 

~ :May, P• 21· t Sir Edward Walker, p. 328. t Whitlocke, p. 13. May, p. 20. 
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lone and abftinence from pleafure could deferve that name. l-Ie was learned, if Cha!' . III. 

polemical knowledge could in title him to that praife. He was difinterefi:ed; but 163°· 

with unceafing induftry he ftudied to exalt th~ priefi:ly and prelatical character, 

which WJS his own. His zeal was unrelenting in the caufe of religion; that is , 

in impofing, by the moft rigorous meafures, his own tenets and pious ceremonies 

on the obl1inate puritans, who had profanely dared to oppofe him. In profecution 

of his holy purpofes, he overlooked every human confideration; or, in other 

words, the heat and indifcretion of his temper made him neglect the views of pru--

dence and rules of good manners. He was, in this refpect, happy, that all his 

enemies were alfo imagined by him the dec-lared enemies to loyalty and true piety, 

and that every exercife of his revenge, by that means, became in his eyes, a merit 

and a virtue. This was the man, who acquired fo great an afcendant over 

Charles, and who led him, by the facility of his temper, into a conduct, which 

proved fo fatal to himfelf and to his kingdoms. 

THE humour of the nation ran, at that time, into the extreme oppofite to fu- Innovation in 

11.· • d · · h d'ffi 1 h h · · h' h the church. pern1t10n; an It was Wtt 1 cu ty, t at t e anuent ceremomes, to w tc men 

had been accuftomed, and which had been fanctified by the practice of the firfi re-

formers, could be retained in divine fervice: Yet was this the time, which Laud 

chofe for the introduction of new ceremonies and obfervances. Befides that thefe 

were fure to difpleafe as innovations, there lay, in the opinion of the public, ano-

ther very forcible objection againft them. Laud and the other prelates, who em-

braced his meafures, were generally well inftructed in facred antiquity, and had 

adopted all thofe religious fentiments, which prevailed during the fourth and fifth 

centuries; when the chriftian church, as is well known, was already funk into 

thofe fuperftitions, which were afterwards continued and augmented by the policy 

of Rome. The revival, therefore, of the ideas and praB:ices of that age could 

not fail of giving the Englifh faith and liturgy fome refemblance to the catholic 

fuperftition, which the kingdom in general, and the puritans in particular, held 

in the greateft horror and deteftation. Men alfo were apt to think, that, without 

fome fecret purpofe, fuch infignificant obfervances would not be impofed with fuch 

unrelenting zeal on the refractory fpit·it of the nation; and that Laud's fcheme was 

to lead back the Englifb, by gradual fteps, to the religion of their anceftors . 

They confidered not, that the very infignificancy of thefe ceremonies, recom -

mended them to the fuperftitious prelate, and 111ade them appear the more peculi-

arly facred and religious, that they could ferve no other purpofe. Nor was the 

refemblance to the Romifh ritual any objection, but rather a merit, with Laud 

and his brethren; who bore a much greater kindnefs to the mother-church, as 

they called her, than to the fectaries and prefbyterians, and frequently recom-

mended her as a true chriftian church; an appellation, which they refuied, or at 

Y OL. V.. C c Ieafi: 
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leaft fcrupled, to the -others *. So openly were there tenets efpoufed, that not ~n1y 
the difcootented puritans believed the church of England to be relapfing faO: mto 
Romilh fuperftition: 1~he cou:t of Rome itfelf entertai~ed hope.s of ~egaining its 

authority in this iiland; and, 10 order to forward Laud s good tntennons, an of
fer was twice made him, in private, of a cardinal's hat, which he declined ac .. 
cepting t. His anfwer was, as he fays himfelf, 'I hat fomet.hing dwelt within him, 
which would not fuifer his compliance, till Rome was other than it is t· 

A couRT lady, daughter of the Earl of Devonihire, having turned catholic, was 
afked by Laud the reafons of her converfion. ''[is chiejl_1', faid ilie, becaufe 1 hate 
to travel in a crowd. The meaning of this expref1ion being demanded, fhe r~pli·: 
ed, I perceive your Grace and many. others are making hafle to Rome; and therefore, 
in order to prevent my being crowded, 1 ha·ve gone before you. It mufl: be confeffed, 
that, ~ho' Laud deferved not the appellation of papift, the genius of his religi-
011 was, tho' in a lefs degree, yet the fame with that of the Romifh: The fame 
profound refpetl: wls exaB:ed to the facerdotal character, the fame fubmiffion re
quired to the creeds and decrees of fynods and councils, the fame pomp and cere
tnony was affeeted in worihip, and the fame fuperftitious regard to day., poftures, 
meats, and veftments. No wonder, therefore, that this prelate was, every where, 
among the puritans, regarded with horror, as the forerunner of 'antichrift. 

As a fpecimen of the new ceremonies, to which Laud facrificed his own quiet 
and that of the nation, it may not be amifs to relate thofe, which he was accufed 
of employing in the confecration of St. Catherine's Church, and which were the 

object of fuch general fcandal and offence. . 
ON the bilhop's approach to the weft door of the church, a loud voice cried, 

Optn, open, ye everlafting doors, that the king of glory m-ay enter in! Immediately 
the doors of the Church flew open, and the bilhop entered. Falling upon his 
knees, with eyes elevated and arms expanded, he uttered thefe words: er his place 
is holy; the ground is holy: In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, 1 pro
nounce it holy. 

GoiNG towards the chancel, he, feveral times, took up from the oor fome of 
he duft, and threw it in the air. When he approached, with his attendants, 

near to the communion table, he bowed frequently towards it: And on their re
turn, they went round the church? repeating as they marched along, fome of the 

pfalms: And then faid a form of prayer, which concluded with thefe words; We 
confecrate this church, and Jeparate it unt.() thee as holy ground, not to be profaned any 
more to common ufes. 

AFTER this, the bilhop, ftanding near the communion-table, folemnly pro
nounced many imprecations upon fuch as fhould afterwards pollute that holy 

• May, p. 25. t Rulhw. vol. ii. p. 190 .. Welwood, p. 61, :t: Rufhw. vol. iii: 
p, 1327. Whitlocke, p. 97· 
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place by mufters of foldiers, or keeping in it profane Jaw-courts, or carrying bur- Cha . I i f. 

thens thro' it. On the conclufion of every curfe, he bowed towards the e fr, and 163o. 

cried, L et all the people fay, amen. 

THE imprecations being all fo piouily finifhed, there were poured out a num
ber of bleffings upon fuch as had any hand in framing and building that facred 
and beautiful edifice, and on fuch as had given, or fhoulcl hereafter g· ve to it, 
any chalices, plate, ornaments, or utenfils. At every benediction, h ... , in like 
manner, bowed towards the eaft, and cried, L et all the people f ay, amen. 

THE fermon fucceeded; after which, the bifhop ~onfecrated and adminiftred 
'the facrament in the following manner : • 

As he approached the communion-table, he made many lowly rev ·ences :. 
And coming up to that part of the table, where the bread and wine lay, he bowed 
feven ttmes. Afte~ the reading of many prayers, he approached the facramental 
elements, and gently lifted up the corner of the napHn, in which the bread was 
laid. When he beheld the bread, he fuddenly let fall the napkin, Eew back a 
ftep or two, bowed three feveral times towards the bread; then he dre v near again, 
and opened the napkin, and bowed as before. · 

NEXT, he laid his hand on the cup, which had a cover upon it, and was full 
of wine. He let go the cup, fell back, and bowed thrice towards it. I-Ie ap. 
preached again; and lifting up the cover, peeped into the cup. Seeing the wine, 
he let fall the cover, ftarted back, and bowed as before. Then he rccei ved the 
facrament, and gave it to others. And many prayers being faid, the folemnity 
of the confecration ended. The walls and floor and roof of the fabric were then 
fuppofed to be fufficiently holy *. 

ORDERS were given, and rigorouily infiited on, that the communion-table 
fuould be removed from the middle of the area, where it hitherto ftood in all 
churches, except in cathedrals t. It was placed in the eaft end, railed in, and de
nominated an ALTAR; as the clergyman, who officiated, received commonly the 
appellation of PRIEST. 'Tis not eafy to imagine the difcontents, excited by tHis 
innovation, and the fufpicions, which it gave rife to. 

THE kneeling at the altar, and the ufing of copes, a fpecies of embroidered 
vellment, in adminiftring the facrament, were alfo known to be great objects of 
fcandal, as being popifh practices : But the oppofition rather increafed, than 
abated the zeal of the prdate, for the introduction of thefe habits and ceremo
nies. 

ALL kinds of ornament, efpecially piCtures, were necelfary for fupporting that 
n1echanical devotion, wh ·eh was propofed to be raifed in this model of religion : 

• Rufhw. vol. ii. p. 76, 77· Welwood, p. 275. Franklyn, r· 386 .. t Rulhw. vol. ii. p. z.o7. 
Whitlocke, p. 24. 
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Chap. nr. But as thefe had been fo much employed by the church of Rome, and h2d gtv-

1630· en rife to fo much fuperftition, or what the puritans called idolatry ; it was im

poffib1e to introduce them into Englifh churches, without exciting the moft ge

neral murmurs and complaints. But Laud, poffeffed of prefent authority, per

lifted in his purpofe, and made feveral attempts towards acquiring thefe ornaments. 

Some of the pictures, introduced by him, were alfo found, upon inquiry, to be 

the very fame, which might be met with in the mafs-book. The crucifix too, 

that eternal confolation of all pious catholics, and terror to all found proteftants, 

was not forgot on this occafion *. 
IT was much remarked, that Sherfield, the recorder of Salilbury, was tried in 

he ftar.chamber, for having broke, contrary to the bifhop of Salifbury's ex

prefs injunCtions, a painted window of St. Edmond's church in that city. He 

boafted, that he had deftroyed thefe n1onuments of idolatry: But for this effort 

of his zeal, he was fined 500 pounds, removed from his office, condemned to 

n1ake a public acknow legement, and be bound to his good behaviour t. 
NoT only fuch of the clergy, as negleCted to obferve every ceremony, were 

fufpended and deprived by the high commiffion-court : Oaths were, by many of 

the bilhops, impofed on the church-wardens; and they were fworn to inform 

againft any one, who aB:ed contrary to the ecclefiaftical canons :f:. Such a mea

fure, tho, praetifed during the reign of Elizabeth, gave much offence; as refem

bling too 'nearly the praCtice of the Romifh inquifition. 

'fo !how the greater alienation from the churches, reformed after the prefby

terian model, Laud advifed, that the difcipline and worfhip of the church lhould 

be impofed on the Engliih regiments, and trading companies abroad §. All fo

reigners of the Dutch and Walloo11: congregations were commanded to attend the 

eftablifhed church; and indulgence was granted to none after the children of the 

firft denizens H· Scudamore too, the King's ambaffador at Paris, had orders to 

withdraw himfelf from the communion of the hugonots. Even men of fenfe 

were apt to blame this conduCt, not only becaufe it gave offence in England, but 

becaufe, in foreign countries, it loft the crown the advantage of being confidered 

as the head and fupport of the reformation. 

ON pretence of pacifying difputes, orders were iffued fron1 tlie council, forbid

ding, on both fides, all preaching and printing with. regard to the controverted 

points of predeftina.tion and freeuwill. But it was complained of, and probably 

with reafon, that the impartiality was altogether confined to the orders, and that 

the execution of them was only meant againft the calvinifts. 

• Ru!hw. vol. ii. p. 2-7 z, z;- 3. . t Rulhw. vot ii. p. 15 a. 
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IN return for Charles's indulgence towards the church, Laud and his followers Char. nr .. 

took care to magnify, on every occafion, the regal authority, and to treat, 163° ... 

with the utmoft difdain or deteftation, all puritanical pretenfions to a free and 

independent conftitution. But while thefe prelates were fo liberal in raifing the 

crown at the expence of public liberty, they made no fcruple of incroaching~ 

themfelves, on the royal rights the moft inconteftable ; in order to exalt the 

hierarchy, and procure to their own. order dominion and independance.. All 

the doctrines,. which. the Romilh chu rch had borrowed from fome of the fa-

. thers, and which freed the fpiritual from fubordination to the civil power, were 

now adopted by the church of England, and interwoven with her political and 

· religious tenets. A divine and apoftolical charter was infifted on, preferably 

to a legal and parliamentary one *. The facerdotal char.aB:er was magnified as 

facred and indefeizable : All right to fpiritual authority, or even to private judg

ment in fpiritual fubjeCts, was refufed to profane laymen :. Ecclefiaftical courts 

were held by the bifhops in their. own name, without any notice taken of the 

King's authority: And Charles, tho' extremely jealous of every claim in popu~ 

lar aifemblies, feemed rather to encourage, than reprefs, thofe encroachments o£· 

his clergy. Having felt fome fenfible inconveniences from. the independent fpi

tit of parliaments, he attached himfelf intirely to thofe, who profeffed a devoted 

obedience to his crown and perfon; nor did he forefee, that the ecclefiaftical pow

er, which he exalted, not admitting of any precife boundary, might in time be

come more dangerous to public peace, and no lefs fatal to royal prerogative, than 

the other •. 

So early as the coronation, Laud was the perfon, according to general opi,... 

nion,. who introduced a novelty, which, t-ho' overlooked by Charles, made a, 

deep impreffion on many of the bye-ftanders. After the ufual ceremonies, thefe 

words were recited to the King : " Stand and hold faft, from henceforth, the · 

" place-,. to w.hich you have been heir by the fucceffion of your forefathers, be_ 

'-' ing now delivered to you by the authority of Almighty God, and bJ; the 

" hands of us and all the bifhops and fervants of God. And,. as you fee the 

'' clergy to come nearer the altar than others, fo remen1ber, that, in all pl21ces 

'' convenient, you give them greater honour; that the Mediator of God a-nd man ~ 

" may eftablifh you on the kingly throne, to be a mediator betwixt the clergy 

" and the laity ; and that you may reig_n for ev.er. with 1 efus·Chrift, the King of 

" kings, and Lord of lords t~" 

THE principles, which exalted prerogative, were not entertained oy the King,-. 

merely as foft and' agreeable to his royal: ears : They were alfo put in praCtice 

during a:l the time, that he ruled without parliaments. Tho' frugal and regu~ 

tar in his expences, he wanted money for the fupport of government;, and . he le·-

Whitlot:ke, p. z.z, t Franklyn, p. 1 I 4 R ufhw •. vol. i p. Z-01 .. 
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Chap. III. vied it, either by the rev'val of obfoJete laws, or by violations, fome more open, 
r63o. fome more difg ifcd, of the privileges of the nation. Tho' humane and gentle 

in his t m per, he gave way to feverities in the ftar- eh amber and high commiffion, 
which feemed necdt.ry, in order to fupport the prefent n1odel of adminiftration, 
and reprefs the rifing fpirit of liberty throughout the kingdom. Under thefe two 
heads, may be reduced all the remarl·able tranfaCl:ions of this reign, during fome 
years: For, in peaceable and F rofperous times, where a neutrality in foreign af

fairs is obfcrVLd, fcarce any thing is remarkable, but what is, in fome degree, 
blamed or blameable. And, ldl: the hopes of relief or proteCtion from parlia
tnent might encourage oppofition, Charles i£fued a proclamation, in which he de
clared, " That, wherea , for feveral ill ends, the calling again of a parliament 
" is divulged; tho' hi's Majefiy has fhown, by frequent meeting with his people, 
" his love to the ufe of parliaments: Yet the late abufe having, for the prefent, 
'1 driven him unwillingly out of that courfe; he will account it prefumption for 
" any one to prefcribe to him any time for the calling that affemoly *." This 
was generally conftrued as a declaration, that, during this reign, no more par
liaments wet e intended to be fummoned t. And every meafure of the King con
firmed a fufpicion, fo difagreeable to the gentrality of the people. 

Irregular le- . ToNNAGE and poundage were continued to be levied by the royal au,thority 
, vies of money. alone. The former arbitrary impofitions were frill exatl:e~. Even new impo

fitions were laid on feveral kinds of merchaGdize j:. 

'THE cuftom -houfe officers received orders from the council to enter into any 
houfe, warehoufe , or cellar; to fearch any trunk or eh eft; and to break any bulk 
whatever; in de£ ult of the payment of cufl:oms §. 

IN order to exercife the militia, and keep them in good order, each county, 
by an edi-:t of the council, was affeffed in a certain fum, for the entertainment of 
a mufter-mafter, appointed for that fervice 11. 

CoMPOSITIONS were openly made with recufants, and the popi!h religion be
came a regular part of the revenue. This was all the perfecution, which it under
went during the reign of Charles **. 

A coMMISSIO~ was granted for compounding with fuch as were pofTeffed of 
crown-lands upon defeCtive titles ; and on this pretence fomc n10ney was exaCted 
from the people tt. 

THERE was a law of Edward II. tt, That whoever was poffeffed of twenty 
pounds a year in land, fhould be obliged, whtn fummoned, to appear and to re
ceive the order of knighthood. Twenty pounds at that time, partly by the 

* Pari. Hift. vol. viii. p. 389. Rufhw. vo1. ii. p. 3· t Clarendon, vol. j p. 4· M ·1.y, p. I.f. 
t Rufhw. vol. ii . p. 8. May, p. 16, § Ru!hw. vol. ii. p. 9· U Rulhw. vol. ii, p. 10. 
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change of denomination, partly by that in the value of money, were equivalent 
to 200 in the fixteenth and f.~venteenth century; and it feemed jufl:, that the 
King Chould not inGO: ftrictly on the letter of the law, ani obl'ge people of 
fo !mall revenue to accept of that expenfive honour. E hvard VI. *, and ~.1een 

Eliz1beth t, who had both of them made ufe of this expedient for railing mo· 
ney, bad fummoned only thofe po1Teffed of forty pounds a-year and upwards to 
receive knighthoo i, or compound for their neglect; anrl Charles imitated their 
example, in gran :ing the fame indulgence. Commiffioners were appointed for 
fixing the rates of compofition : and infl:ructions were given to thefe commiffion-
ers, not to accept of a lefs fum than would have b.fen due by the rerfon, upon a 
tax of three fubfidies and a half :f:. Nothing proves more plainly, how ill difpofed 
the people were to the meafures of the crown, than to ob[erve that they luudly 
complained of an expedient founded on pofitive fiatute, and warranted by fuch 
recent prece 1ents. The law was pretended to be obfo ete; tho' only one reign had 
int rvened fince the laft executicn of it. 

Chap. IIf. / 
1630· 

BARNAR D, leCturer of St S. pukhres, London, had this expreffion in his prayer Severicies of 

before fermon ; Lord, open tbe eyes of the !teen's !vlajejty, that jhe m ry fee Jefus thefiar-ciJ~m

Chrijf, whvm foe has pierced with her infi /elity. fuperjlrtion, and idolatry. He was ~~~1:i~~~~h 
queftioned in the high commiffion court for this infult on the Q.1een ; but, upon 
his fubmiffion, diCmiffed §. Leighton, who had wrote libels againft the King, 

the QEeen, the bifhops, and the whol~ adminiftration, was condemned by 
a very fevere, if n 1t a cruel, fentence; but the execution of it was fufpend :d for 
fome time, in expectation of his fubmiilion 11· All the feverities, mdeed, of this 

· reign, were exercifed aga'nft thofe, who triumphed in their futferings, who courted 

perfecution, and braved authority : And, on th t account, their punifhment may 
be deemed the mor juft, but the lefs prudent. To have neglected them in irtly, 
harl it been conilil:enc with order and public fafety, had been the wi[eft meafure, 
which could have been embraced ; as perhaps, it had been the moO: fevere punifh

ment, which could have beer m 11cted on thefe zealots. 

IN order to gratify the clergy ~ith a magnificent fabric, fub criptions were fet 
on foot, for the repairing and rebuilding St. Paul's; 1cl 'he King, by his c()un

tenance and ample, encouraged this lau able undertai· ing ** . . By order of the 
privy council, St. Gregory's church was 1\:moved, as an impediment to the pro
j a of extending and beautifying the cathedral. ome houfes and fhops likewife 

were pulled down; and compenfation was made to the proprietors tt. As there 
was no immediate profpeCt of affembling a parliamt::nt, fuch acts of power in the 

* Rymcr, tom. xv. p 124. t Id. 493, 504. t Rufhw. vol. ii. p. 70, 7 r, 7-z. 
May p. 16. § Rufhw. vol. ii. p. 3z. 11 Kennet's comp!ete hiftory, vol. i~i. p. 6o. 

Whilocke,p.Is. ~~Whitlocke,p.l7· tt u1h;v.vol.ii.p ss;s9,90,Z07,462,718. 
King; 
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King became ·neceffary ; and in no former age ·would the people have entert~ined 

ap, 1 . ....., 
16.3 '. any fcruple with regard to them. It muil be remarked, that the puritans were 

extremely averfe to the raifing this ornan1ent to the capital. It favoured, as they 

pretended, of popi!h fuperfrition. 
AN office was eretl:ed for the fealing of cards: A new tax, which, of itfelf, was 

Habl.e to no objeCtion ; but was of the moft dangerous confequence, when confi

dered as arbitrary and illegal *. 
MoNOPOLIES were revived; an oppreffive method of levying taxes, being un

limited as well as deftruCl:i ve of induftry. The I aft parliament of J ames, which 
aboliihed monopolies, had left a very equitable exception in favour of new inven
tions; and on pretence of thefe, and of eretling new compan1es and corporations, 
was this grievance now renewed. The manufacture of foap wa~ given to a com
pany, who paid a fum for their patent t. Leather, fait, and many other commo
dities, even down to linen rag<~, were Iikewife put under IeftriCl:ions. 

'Tis affirmed by Clarendon, that fo little benefit was reaped from thefe pro-
- jeCts, that of 2oo,ooo pounds levied from the people, fcarc<-, 1 ~ oo came into the 

King's coffers. Tho' we ought not to fufpetl: the no'Jie hifror. u of exaggerations 
to the difadvantage of Charles's meafures ; this faCt, it mutt be- owned, appears 
incredible. The fame author adds, that the King's intention was to teach his 
fubjeEts how unthrifty a thing it was to refufe reafonable fup~)ltes to the crown. 
An imprudent projeCt ! to offend a whole nation, under the vi 4 w of punifhment; 
and to hope, by aCts of violence, to break their refraEtory fpirits, without being 
poifeffed of any forces to prevent refiftance. 

,63 z. THE council of York had been firft erected, after a rebellion, by a patent from 
Henry VUI. without any authority of parliament; and this exercife of power, 
like many others, was indulged to that arbitrary monarch. The council had 
long aEted chiefly as a crim~nal court; but, befides fome innovations, introduced 
by James, Charles thought proper, fomctime after Wentworth was made prefi
rlent, to extend ics powers~ and to give it a large civil jurifdicrion, and that, in 
fome re~peCts difcretionary :f:. 'Tis not improbable, that the King's intention was 
only to prevent inconveniencies, which arofe from the bringing every caufe, from 
the moft difi:ant parts of the kingdom, into Weftminfier- hall : But the confe· 
quence, in the mean time, of this meafure, was the putting all the northern coun· 
ties out of the proteCtion of ordinary law, and the fllbjecting them to an autho· 
rity fomewhat arbitrar_y. Some irregular aets of that council were, this year, 
.complained -of§. 

• Rulhw. vol. ii. p. 103. t Rufuw. vol. ii. p. 136, 142, 189, 252. t Ru!hw. 
ol. ii, p. 158, 159, &c~ Franklyn, P• "pz. ; &ufuw. vol. ii. p. zoz, 203. 
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Tu E court of ftar-chamber extended very far its authority ; and it was matter 

of complaint, that it encroached upon the jurifdiction of the other courts; im

pofing heavy fines and inflicting fevere puni!hment, beyond the ufual coJrfe of 

jufrice. Sir David Foulis was fined sooo pounds, chiefly becaufe he had dif

fuaded a friend from compounding with the commiffioners of knighthood*. 

PR YNN E, a barrifter of Lincoln's-Inn, had wrote an enormous quarto of a 

thoufand pages, which he called Hiftrio-Maflyx. Its profeffed purpofe was to de· 

cry fiagc-plays, comedies, interludes, mufic, dancing; but the author likewife 

took occafion to declain1 againft hunting, public fdl:ivals, Chrifl:mas-keeping, 

bonefires, and May· poles. His zeal again!l: all thefe levities, he fays, was firft 

n1oved, by obferving that plays fold better than the ch~iceft fermons, and that 

they were frequently printed on finer paper than the Bible itfelf. Befides, that 

the players were often papifrs, and defperately wicked ; the play -houfts, he af

firm's, are Satan's chapels, the play-haunters little better than incarnate devils, and 

fo many fteps in a dance, fo many paces to hell. The chief crime of 1ero he 

reprefents to have been, his frequenting and aCl:ing of plays; and thofe, who no

bly confpired his death, were principally moveJ to it, as he affirms, by their in

dignation at that enormity . . The reft of his thoufand pages were of a like firain. 

He hJd obtained a licence from Archbifhop Abbot's chaplain ; yet was he in

dieted in the fiar-chamber as a libeller. It was thought fomewhat hard, that 

general inveCtives againft plays fhould be interpreted into fatyres againft the King 

and ~1een, merely becaufe they frequented thefe amufements, and becaufe the 

~1een fometimes acted a part in paftorals and interludes, which were. reprefented 

at court. The author, it muft be owned, had, in plainer terms, blamed the hier

ar~hy, the ceremonies, the innovations in religious worlhip, and the new fuper

fiitions, introduced by Laud t; and this probably, together with the obftinacy 

and petulance of his behaviour before the ftar-chamber, was the reafon why his 

fentence was fo fevere. He was condemned to be put from the bar ; to ftand on 

the pillory in two places, Wefrminfler and Cheapfide; to Iofe both his ears, one 

in each place ; to pay sooo pounds fine to the King; and to be imprifoned 

during life :J:. 
THIS fame Prynne was a great hero among the puritans; and it was chiefly with 

a view to mortify that feet, that, tho' of an honourable profeffion, he was condemn-

• Rulhw. vol. ii, p. 2 Is' 216, 217, &c. 

t The mufic in the churches, he affirmed not to be the noife of men, but a bleating of brute 

beafts; chorifters bellow the tenor, as it were oxen; bark a counter-point, as it were a kennel of 

dogs ; roar out a treble, as it were a fort of bulls; and grunt out a bafe, as it were a number of 

hogs. Chriftmas, as it is kept, is the Devil's Chriftmas: and he employed a great number of P ges 

to perfuade men to aff-:a the name of Puritan, as if Chriil: were a Puritan ; and fo he faith in his In .. 

dex. Rufhw. vol. ii. p. 223. 
t Rulhw. vol. ii. p. zzo, 221, &c. 
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ed by the ftar.chamber to fo ignominious a puni!hme~t. The .thorough·paced· 

puritans were difringuifhable by the fournefs and .auft.eruy of th~Ir manners, and 
by their averfion to all pleafure and fociety tl~ To 1nfp1re the.m With better hum~ur. 
was certainly, both for their own fake and that of the public, a very laudable 1!14 

terltion in the court ; but whether pillories, fines, and prifons, were proper ex

pedients for that purpofe, may admit of fome queftion. 

ANOTHER expedient, which the King tried, in order to infufe chearfulnefc; into 

the national devotion, was not much n1ore fuccefsful. He renewed his father's 

ediCt for allowing fports and 'recreation on unday to fuch as attended public 
worfhip; and he ordered his proclamation for that purpofe to be puhlicly read 
by the clergy after divtne fervice *. Tl1ofe, who were puritanically affech:d, re-

fufed obedience, and were punifhed by fufpenfion or depri ration. The differences 
between the fetts were before fufficiently great; nor was it neceffary to widen 

them farther by thefe inventions. 

SoME encouragement and proteCtion, which the King and the bifhops gave to 

wakes, church-ales, bride-ales, and other chearful fefHvals of the common people, 

were the objects of like fcandal to the puritans t. 
THIS year~ Charles made a journey into Scotland, attended by his court, in 

order to hold a parliament there, and to pafs thro' the ceremony of his coronation: 
The nobility and gentry of both kingdoms rivaled each other, in expreffino- all 

. 0 

duty and refpeB: to the King, and in fhowing mutual friendfhip and regard to 
each other. No one could have fufpected, from exterior appearances, that fuch 

dreadful fcenes were approaching. 

ONE chief article of bufinefs (for it deferves the name) which the King tranf

aB:ed in this parliament, was, befides the obtaining fome fupply, to procure au
thority for ordering the habits of clergymen :f:. The act paffed not without oppo
fition and difficulty. The dreadful furplice was before mens eyes; and they ap· 

prehended, with fome reafon, that, under fanB:ion of thts law, it would foon be 

introduced among them. Tho' the King believed, that his prerogative intitled 

him to a general power of direCting whatever be~onged to the exterior government 

of the church ; this was efteemed a n1atter of too great importance to be ordered 

without the fanction of a particular ftatute. 

IMMEDIATELY after the King's return to England, he heard of Archbiihop 

Abbot's death: And, _without delay, he conferred that dignity on his favourite, 
Laud ; who, by this acceffion of authority, was r.10w enabled to maintain eccle
fiaftical difcipline with greater rigour, and to aggravate the general difcontent of 
the nation. 

U Dugdale, p. z. • Rufhw. vol. ii. p. 193. 459• 
P· 437• t Ruihw. vol. ii. p. 191~ 192. May, p. z4. 

Whitlocke, p. 16, 17. Franklyn, 
:1: Rufhw. vol. ii: p. 183. 
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LAUD · obtained the bifhopric of London for his friend, J uxon; and, about a Char. nr. 
year after Portland's death, had intereft enough tQ engage the King to make that 

16
33· 

prelate Lord high treafurer. J uxon was a perfon of great integrity, mildnefs. 

and humanity, and endued with a good underftanding *. Yet did this I aft promo- . 

tion give general difcontent. His birth and charaCter were too obfcure for a man 

raifed to one of the higheft offices of the crown. And the clergy, it was thought, 

were already too much elated by former inftances of the King's attachment to 
them,~ and needed not this farther encouragement to aifume dominion over the 
'laity t. The puritans, likewife, were much diffatisfied with Juxon, notwitb
ftanding all his eminent virtues ; becaufe he was a lover of profane field fports 

and hunting. 

SHIP-MONEY was now introduced. The firft writs of this kind had been only 

direCted to feaport-towns : But fhip ·money was at this time levied on the whole 

~dngdom; and each county, was rated at a particular fum, wlaich was afterwards 

I63f• 

aifeffed upon individuals :J:. The amount of the whole tax was very moderate, lit- Ship-money'

tle ' exceeding 2oo,ooo pounds; it was levied upon the people with juftice 
and equality ; and this money was intirely expended upon the navy, to the great 

honour and advantage of the kingdom : Yet all thefe circumftances could not re-

concile the people to the impofition. It was intirely arbitrary : By the fame right, . 
any other tax might be impofed : And n1en efteemed a powerful fleet, tho' very 

oefireable, both for the credit and fecurity of the kingdom, but an i.mequal recom-

pence for their liberties, which were thus facrificed to the obtaining it. 

ENGLAND, it muft be owned, was, in this refpect, unhappy in its prefent 

fituation, that the King had entertained a very different idea of the conftitution, 

from that which began, in general, to prevail among his fubjects. He did not 

regard the privileges of the people as fo facred and inviolable, that nothing but 
the n1oft extreme neceffity could juftify an infringement of them. He confi
rlered himfelf as the fupreme magiftrate, to whofe care heaven, by his birth-right, 
had committed his people, whofe duty it was to provide for their fecurity and 

happinefs, and who was vefted with very ample difcretionary powers for that fa

lutary purpofe. If the obfervance of the antient laws and cuftoms was confif- · 
tent with the prefent convenience of govern men ; ;he thought himfelf ob1iged to 
comply with that rule; as the eafieft, the fafeft, and what , procured the moft 
prompt and willing obedience. But when a change of circumftances, efpecially. 

if derived from the o~ftinacy of the people, required a new plan of adminiftra
tion ; national privileges, he thought, muft yield to fupreme power; nor could 
any order of the ftate oppofe any right to the will of the fovereign, directed to the 

• Whitlocke, p. 23. Clarendon, vol. i. p. 99· t Clarendon, vol. i. pt 97• May, p. 23 • 

. t Ru!hw. vol. ii. P· ZS7' zs8, &c. 
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good of the public·*. That thefe principles of government were d rived from the 

uniform tenor of the Englilh 1. vs, it woulo be rafh to affirn1. ,. he ft d:uatin 0 

nature of the conftitu tion , the impatient humour of the people, anll the variety 

of event()., h~d, no doubt, in different ages, produced many e. ceptions and con

tradiCtions. Thefe obfervations. alone may be efl:ablifhed on both Ildes, tbat the 

appearances wer fufficiently fl:rong in favour of the King to apologize for his fol

lowing fuch maxims, and that public liberty mufl: be fo precario s under this ex

orbitant prerogative, as to render an oppofition, not only excufabl"', but laudable, 

in the people. 

SoME laws had been enaCl:ed, during the reign of Henry VII. againfl: depoptt

lation, or the converting arable lands into pafture. By a decree of the ftar:. 

chamber, Sir Anthony Roper was fined 4000 pounds for an offence of this na

ture t. This fevere fentence was intended to terrify others into compofition; and 

above 3o,ooo. pounds were levied by that expedient :f:. Lil e compofitions, or in 

default of them, heavy fines, were required for encroachments on the King's for· 

refl:s ; whofe bounds, by decrees, efteemed arbitrary, were extended much be

yol'ld what was ufual 11· The bounds of one foreft, that of Rockingham, were in

creafed from fix miles to fixty §. The fame humour, \vhich made the people re ... 

fufe to the King voluntary fupplies, difpofed them, with much better rea[on, to 

murmur againft thefe irregular methods vf taxation. 

M oR LEY was fined r o,ooo pounds, for reviling, challenging, and !hiking, in 

the court of vVhitehall, Sir George Theobald, one of the King's fervants ~· Thi 

fine was thought exorbitant; but whether it was compounded, as was ufual. in 

fines impofed in the fiar-chamber, we are not informed • 

.ALL I SON had reported, that the Archbilhop of York had incurred the King's. 

difpleafure, by afking a limited toleration to the catholics, and an allowance to 

buil fome churches for the exercife of their religion. For this Oand r againft the 

Archbifhop, he was condemned in the fiar-chamber to be fined 1000 pounds, to be 

committed to prifon, to be bound to his good behaviour during life, to be whip ... 

ped, and to be fet on the pillory at Weftminfter, and in three other towns in Eng

land. Robins, who had been an accomplice in the guilt, was condemned by a 

fentence equally fevere +· S events are rather to be confidered as rare and de

tached inftances, coil B:ed by the fevere fcrutiny of hiftorians, than as proofs of 

he prevailing genius of the ~ing's ~dmini!l:ration. And it is alfo certain, that. 

• Ruiliw. vol. iv P· 53S· 542. t Rufuw. vol. ii. 270. Vol. iii. App. p. 106. 

Rulhw. vol. iii. p. 333· Fr nklyn, p. 478. 11 May, p. 16. 

Strafford's Letters and Difpatches, vol. ii. p. 1 1 7. 

Rufuw. vDl. ll. F• 2-70. + Id •. E. ;.69 •. 
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fcandal again£l: the great, thd ftldom profecuted at prcfent, i~, however, in the eye 
of the ia..v, a great crime, and fubj Cl:s the offender to very heavy penalties. 

'THERE are other inftances of the high refpect paid to the nobility and to the 
great in that age; when the power of monarchy, tho, iifputed, frill maintained 
themfelves in their prifl:ine vigour. Chrendon t lls us ~ a pieaf.ant incident to 
this purp fe. A water man, belonging to a man of quality, having a fquabble 
with a citiz n about his fare, fhowed his badge) the creft of his mafl:er, hich 
happened to be a !wan; and thence inilH:ed on better trea ment from the citizen. 
But the other rep 1ied carelefsl y, that he did not trouble his head about that goofe. 
For this off~nce, he was ~ 1mmoned befvrc tHe marfhal's court, was fin d as hav~ 
ing op:)robrioufly defamed the nobkman's crefl, by calling the fw,m a goofe, and 
w:1s in effect reduced to ruin, 

SrR Richard Granville had been very ill ufed by the earl of Suffolk in a law
fuit; and he was accufed before the fiar· chamber of having faid of lhat nobleman:t 
that he was a bafe lord. The evidence againft him was fom what weak; yet for 
this fiiglit offence, inf fficiently prove.J, he was condemned to pay a fine of 8ooo 
pounds; one half to the earl, another to the King t. 

SIR George Markham, foJ :owing a chace where the lord Darcy's huntfman 
was exercifing his hounds, kept clofer to the dogs than was thought proper by 
the huntfman, who, befides other rudenef, gave him foul language, which Sir 
George returned with a ftroke of his whip. The fellow threatened to complain 
to his mafi:er: The I? night replied, If his mafier would juftify fuch infolence, he 
would ferve him in the fame manner, or words to that effect. Sir George was 
cited to the ftar-ch8mber, and·fined ro,ooo pounds. So fine a thing <:.oas it h1 
thofe days to be a lord f A very naturJl reflection of lord Lanfdown's in re ating 
th·s incident t. The people, in vindicating their liberties from the authority of 
the crvwn, threw off alfo the yo 'e- of the nobility. It is proper to remark that 
this !aft afFair happened ear iy in the reign of J ames. The prefent practice of 
the ftar-chamber \Vas no in ovation ; tho' the prefent difpofitions of the people 

made them repine more at this gric:vous fervitude. 

CHARLES had imit:1ted the example of Elizabeth and James, and had i£fued 1 6~5.~ 
proclamations forbidding the landed gentlemen and the nobility to live idly in 
London, and ordering them to retire to their country- feats 11. For difobedience 
to this ediCt:, many were indicted by the attorney-general, and were fined in the 
ftar-chamber §. This occafioned difcontents, and the fentences were complained 
of, as illegal. But if proclamations had authority, of which no body pretended 
to doubt; mufl: they not be put in execution ? In no inftance, I mufl: confefs, does 

i Life of Clarendon, vol. i. p. 72. t Lord Lanfdown, p. 514. :t Id. P• 5 I 5. 

I Rulhw. vol. ii. p. 144. § Ruthw .. vol. ii. p. z88,. 
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it more evidently appear
5 

what confufed aod UDC"'l tain ideas Were, during that 

age, entertaine conr:erning rh,e Engli!h conftitution. 
I AY havin T exoorted fuller's arth, contrary to the King's proclamation, 

' t;l • 

·was, be fides the pillory, condemned in the fiar chamber to a fine of 2000 pounds t. 
Like fines \V er~ levied on Terry, En1. n, and others, for difobeying a proclama
tion, which forbad the exportation of gold :f:. In order to account for the fub
feq ._, ent convulfions, even thefe inc ·dents ate not to be ove~look d, as frivolous or 
conte1 ptible. ~uch feverities as thefe were afterw ards n1agnifi d into the greateft 

enormities. 
THERE remains a 

ftand in the ftreet 11· 
that kind in London. 

proclamation of this year, prohibiting nac1<ney coaches to 
We are told, that there were not above twenty coaches of 
There are) at prefent, ne11r eight hundred. 

THE effects of :fhip·money began now to appear. A formidable 'fleet of fixty 
fail, the greateft which England had ever known, was equipped under the Ead 
of N orthumb ~rland , who had orders to attack the herring-buffes of the Dutch, 
which fifhed in what were called the Britifh feas. The Dutch were content to 
pay 3o,ooo pounds for a licence during this year. They openly denied, however, 
this claim of dominion in the feas, beyond the friths, bays, and !bores ; and it 
may be queftioned whether the laws -of nations warrant any farther pretenfions. 

THrs year the King fent a fquadron againft Sallee; and with the affiftance of 
the Emperor of l\1orocco, deftroyed that receptacle of pyrates, by whom the 
Englifh commerce and even the Engliib coafts had been long infefted. This 
fmall exploit was of confequence, and the utmoft that could be expeCted from a 
prince, who had no army nor revenue; and who had not been able, without em
ploying the moft difficult and even dangerous expedients, to equip a fleet, and 
thereby provide, in fome degree, for the reputation and fafety of his kingdoms. 

BuR TON a d1vine, and Baftwick a phyfician, were tried in the fiar-chamber 
for fedit!ous and fchifmaticallibels, and were condemned to the fame punilhment, 
which had been infliCted on Prynne. Prynne himfelf was tried for a new offence; 
and, together with another fine of sooo pounds, was condemned to Iofe what 
remained of his ears. Befides, that thefe writers had attacked, with great feve
rity, and even an intemperate zeal, the ceremonies, rites, and government of the 
church ; the very anfwers, which they gave in to the court, were fo full of contu
macy and of invectives againfi: the -prelates, that no lawyer could be prevailed 
with to fign them §. The rigours however, which they underwent, being fo un
worthy men of their profeffion, gave general offence; and the patience or rather 

t Rufhw. vol. ii. p. 348. 

§ Ruihw. vol. ii. p. 381, 38z, &c. 
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aicrcrity, with w hi eh they fuffered, i ncreafed ftill farther the indignation of the 
public *. The feverity of the fiar-chamber, w hi eh was generally afcribed to 
Laud's paffionate difpofition, was, perhaps, in itfelf, fomewhat blameable ; but 
will naturally, to us, appear enormous) who enjoy, in the utmoft latitude, that 

1liberty of the prefs, which is fo neceffary in every monarchy, confined by legal 
limitations. But as thefe limit"tions were not regularly fixed during the age of 
Charles, nor at any time before; fo was the freedom of fpeech totally unknown, 
and was generally deemed, as well as religious toleration, incompatible with all 
good government. No age or nation, among the moderns, had ever fet an ex
ample of fuch an indulgence: And it feems unreafonable to judge of the meafures, 
embraced during one period, by the maxims which prevail in another. 

BuR TON in his book, where he complained of innovations, mentioned among 
others, that a certain Wednefday harl been appointed for a fafr, and that the faft 
was ordered to be celebrated without any fermons t. The intention, as he pre
tended, of that novelty was, by the example of a faft without ferm ns, to fupprefs 
all the Wednefday's leCtures in London.. 'Tis obfervable, that the church of 
Rome and that of England, being, both of them; lovers of form and ceremony 
and order, are more friends to prayer than preaching; while the puritanical fec
taries, who find, that the latter method of addrefs, being directed to a numerous 
audience prefent and vifible, is more inflaming and animating, have always re
garded it as the chief part of divine fervice. Such circumftances, tho' minute, ic 
may not be improper to tranfmit to pofrerity; that thofe, who are curious of 
tracing the hirtory of the human mind; may remark, how far its feveral fingu
larities coincide in difrerent ages. 

I 

CERTAIN ze lots had ereCted themfelves into a fociety for buying in of impro-
' tations, and transferring them to the church ; and great fums of money had 

been bequeathed to the fociety for thefe purpofes. But it was foon obferved, that: 
the only ufe which they made of their funds, was to eftablilh lecturers in all the 
confiderable churches ; men, who, without being fubjeB:ed to epifcopal authority,. 
employed themfelves entirely in preaching and in fpreading the fire of puritanifm. 
Laud took care, by a decree, which was paft in the court of exchequer, and which 
was much complai,1ed of, to abolifh this fociety, and to ftop their progre(" :f:. It 
was, hovvever, fi ill obferved, tha~, throughout England, the leB:urer were, all of 
them, puritanically affected ; and from them the clergymen, who conte ted rhem
felves wi~h readi =' prayers and homilies to the people, commonly re eived tbe 
reproachful appe, ation of dumb dogs. 

• State Trials, vol. v. p. 8o. 

:t: Rufhw. vol. ii. p. 150, 151• 
p.2II, z12. 

t State Trials, vol. v. p. 74· Franklyn, p. 839. 
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THE puritans reftrained in Eno·land, fhipped themfelves off for America, and 

laid there the fo~ndati ons of a g~·ernment,_ which poffeffed all the lib rty, both 

civil and religious, of which they found th t> mfdves deprived in their .native coun

try. But their enemies, unwilling that they fi1ould any where enJOY eafe and 

contentmen t, and dreading, 1-erhaps, the dangerous confequences of fo difaffeCted 

a colony, prevailed with the King to iffue a proclamation, debarring thefe de

votees accefs even into thofe inhofpitab~e defarts *. Eight fhips, lying in the 

Thames, and ready to fail, were frayed by order of council ; and in thefe were 

embarked Sir Arthur Hazelrig, John I-Iambden, and Oliver Cromwel t, who 

had refolved for ever to abandon their native country, and fly to the other extre

mity of the globe ; where they might enjoy lectures and difcourfes of any length 

or form which pleafed them. The King had afterwards full leifi1re to repent this 

exercife of his authority. 

THE bifhop of Norwich, by rigorouny infiil:ing on uniformity, had baniilied 

.many induflrious tradefmen from that city, and chaced them into Holland t· The 

Dutch began to be more intent on commerce than on orthodoxy ; and thought 

that ufeful arts and obediencetto the laws formed a good citizen ; tho' attended 

with errors in fubjetls, where it is not allowable for human nature to expeCt any 

pofitive truth or certainty. 

CoMPLAINTS about this time were n1ade, that the petition of right was, in fome 

inftances, violated, and that, upon a commitment by the King and council, bail 

or releafment had been refufed to J ennings, Pargiter, and Danve_rs n. , 
WILLIAMs, bifhop of Lincoln, a mdn of great fpitit and learning, a very po

pular prelate, and who had been Lord keeper, was fined 1 o,ooo po~mds, com

mitted to the Tower during the King's pleafure, and fufpended from his office. 

This fevere fentence was founded on very frivolous pretences, and was more af

cribed to Laud's vengeance, than to any guilt of the bi!hop §. Laud, however, 

had owed his firft promotion entirely to the good offices of that prelate with King 

J ames. But fo implacable was the haughty primate, that he raifed up a new pro

fecution againft Williams, on the ftrangeft pretence imaginable. In order to levy 

the fine above-mentioned, fome officers had b~en fent to feize all the furniture and 

books of his epifcopal palace ofLincoln; and in rummaging the houfe-, they found 

in a corner fome negleCted letters, which had bee-n thrown by, as ufelefs. Thefe 

letters were wrote by one Ofbaldiftone-, a fchoolmafter, and were directed to Wil

liams. Mention was there ma,ie of a little great man; and in another paffage, the 

fame perfon was denominated a little urchin. By inferences and conftruB:ions thefe · 
I 

' 

• Ru!hw. vol. ii. p. 4.09. 718. 

+ Mather's Hiftory ofNew-England, book I. DugdaJe, Bates. :t: Mty, f· Sz. 

ll Rufhw. \·ol. ii. p .. 414. § Ru!11w. vol. ii. p . .~p6, &c. 
epithets 



I. 

:epithets were applied to Laud; and on no better foundation was Williams tried Chap. Hr 
1637· anew, as having received fcandalous letters, and not difcovering that private cor-

refpondence. For this offence, another fine . of 8ooo pounds was levied on him 
by a fentence of the ftar-chamber : Ofbaldiftone was likewife brought to trial, 
and condemned to pay a fine of sooo pouncs, and to have his ears nailed to the 
pillory before his own fchool. He faved himfelf by flight; and left a note in his 
ftudy, where he faid, " That he was gone beyond Canterbury t.'' 

THESE profecutions of Williams feem to Se the moft iniquitous meafure, pur
fued by the court during the time that the ufe of parliaments was fufpended. 
Williams was a man who had been indebted for all his fortune to the favour of 
J ames ; but having quarreled, firft with Buckingham, then with Laud, he threw 
himfelf into the country party ; and with great firmnefs and vigour oppofed all 
the n1eafures of the King. A creature of the court to become its obftinate enemy, 
a bifhop to countenance puritans ; thefe circumftances excited indignation, and 
engaged the minifters in thefe fevere meaf.1res. Not to mention, what fome 
writers relate, that, before the fentence was pronounced againft him, Williams 
was offered a pardon upon his fubmiffion, which he refufed to make. The court 
was apt to think, that fo refractory a fpirit muft by any expedient be broken and 
fubdued. 

IN a former trial, which Williams underwent :f:, (for thefe were not the firft ) 
there was mentioned, in court, a ftory, which, as it difcovers the genius of par
ties, may be worth reciting. Sir John Lam be urging him to profecute the 
puritans, the prelate afked, what fort of people thefe fame puritans were ? Sir 
John replied, " That to the world they feemed to be fuch as would not fwear, 
'' whore, nor be drunk ; but they would !ie, cozen, and deceive: That they 
<' would frequently hear two fermons a-day, and repeat them too, and that fome
~' times they would faft all day long." Ttis character muft be conceived to be 
fatyrical ; but yet, it may be allowed, that that feet was more averfe to fuch 
irregularities as proceed from the excefs of gaiety and pleafure, than to thofe 
enormities, which are the m oft deftructi ve of fociety. The former were oppo
fite to the very genius and fpirit of their religion ; the latter were only a tranL 
greffion of its precepts : And it was not difficult for a gloomy enthufiaft to con
vince himfelf, that a firitl: obfervance of the one woulq attone for any violation 
of the other. · 

IN 1632, Lord treafurer Portland had infifted with the vintners, that they lhould 
fubmit to a tax of a penny a-quart, upon all the wine which they retailed. But this 
propofal they utterly refufed. In order to puni!h them, a decree fuddenly, ' with
out enquiry or examination, paired in the fiar-chamber, prvhibiting them to fell 

t Rn!bw . .vol. ii. p. 8o3, &c-. 'Vhitlocke, p. 25. + Ru1lw. vol. ii. p. 416. 
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Chap. II!. or drefs viB:uals in their houfes *. Two. years. after, they were queftioned for 
1637· breach of this decree; and in order to av01d pundhment, they agreed to lend the 

KinO' fix thoufand pounds. Being threatened, during the fubfequent years, with 
fine: and profecutions, they at laft con1pounded the matter, and fubmitted to 
pay half the duty, which was at firft demanded of them t. It required little 
forefight to perceive, that the King's right of Hfuing proclamations muft, if pro· 
fecuted, draw on a power of taxation. 

LIL suRNE was accufed before the ftar-chamber, of publifhing and difperfing 
feditious pamphlets. He was ordered to be examined ;. but refufed to take the 
oath, ufual in that court, that he would anfwer interrogatories, by which he 
might be led to accufe himfelf. For this contempt, as it was interpreted, he was 
condemned to be whipped, pilloried, and imprifoned. While he was whipped at 
the cart, and ftood on the pillory, he harangued the populace, and declaimed vio ... 
lently againft the tyranny of bifhops. From his pockets alfo he fcattered pam
phlets, fa id to be feditious; becaufe they attacked the hierarchy. The fiar
chamber, who were fitting at that very time, ordered him immediately to be 
gagged. He ceafed not however, tho' both gagged and pilloried, to ftamp with 
his foot and gefticulate, in order to fhow the people, that, if he had it in his 
power, he would :ftill harangue them. This behaviour gave frefh provocation to 
the ftar.-chamber; and they condemned him to be imprifoned in a dungeon, and 
to be loaded with irons t. It was found very difficult to break the fpirits of men, 
who placed both their honour and their confcience in fuffering. 

THE jealoufy of the church appeared in another inftance lefs tragical. Archy,· 
the King's fool, who, by his -office, had the privilege of jefting on his m after, 
and the whole court, happened unlLlckily to cry his wit upon Laud, who was 
too facred a perfon to be played with. News having arrived from Scotland of 
the firft commotions excited by the liturgy, Archy, feeing the primate pafs by, 
called to him, Ff/bo's fool, now, my Lord? For this offence, Archy was ordered, 
by fentence of the council, to have his coat pulled over his head, and to be dif
miifed the King's fervice 11· 

HERE is another inftance of that rigorous fubjeB:ion, in which alltnen were 
held by Laud. Some young gentlemen of Lincoln's-inn, heated by their cups, 
having drank confuGon to the Archbifhop, were, at his inftigation, cited before 
the ftar-chamber. They applied to the Earl of Dorfet for protection. JPho 
bears witnefs againfl )'OU? faid Dorfet. One of the drawers, they replied. Where 
did he ftand, when you were fuppofed to dri1Zk this health? fubjoined the Earl. He 
was at the door, they replied, going out of the room. :tujh! cried he ; the drawer 

• Rufhw.vol.ii.p. I97· t Id.p.451· 
:t: Ru!hw. vol. ii. P· 465, 466, 467. D Rufuw. vol. ii. p. 470. Welwood, p. z7S. 
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(1Jc1S miflaken: rou drank to the c~nfufion ()! the Archbijhop of Canterbury' J e1temies; Chap, III. 

and the fellow was gone before you pronouilced the lafl 'lPJord. This hint fupplied 1° 37· 

the young gentlemen with a new method of defence : And being ad vi fed by Dor· 
fet to behave with great humility and great fubmiflion to the primate; the mod city 
of their carriage, the ingenuity of their apology, with the patronage of that no-
ble Lord, faved them from any feverer punifhment than a reproof and admoni· 
tion, with which they were difmiffed t. 

THIS year, John Hambden defervedly acquired, by his fpirit and courage, uni-Trial of 

verfal popularity throughout the nation, and has merited great renown with pofte~ Hambdcn, 

rity for the bold ftand, which he tnade, in defence of the laws and liberties of 
his country. After the laying on of fhip money, Charl s, in order to difcourage 
all oppofition, had propofed this queftion to the judges ; '' Whether, in a cafe 
" of neceffity, for the defence of the kingdom, he might not impofe this taxa~ 
" tion ; and whether he was not foie judge of the neceffity ?" Thefe guardians 
of law and liberty replied, with great complaifance, " That in a cafe of necef-
" fity he might impofe that taxation, and that he was foie judge of the neceffity 11." 
Mr. Hambden had been rated at twenty £billings for an eftate, which he held in 
the county of Buckingham : Yet notwithftanding this declared opinion of the 
judges, notwithftanding the great power, and fometimes rigorous maxims of the 
crown, notwithftanding the little profpeCl: of relief from parliament; he refolved, 
rather than tamely fubmit to fo illegal an impofition, to ftand a legal profecution, 
and expofe himfelf to . all the indignation of the court. The cafe was argued 
during twelve days, in the exchequer-chamber, before all the judges of England; 
and the nation regarded, with the uttnoft anxiety, every circumftance of this ce-
lebrated trial. The event was eafily forefeen : But the principles, and re~fonings, 
and behaviour of all the parties, engaged in the trial, were n1uch canvaffed and 
enquired into; and nothing cowld equal the favour paid to the one fide, except 
the hatred, which attended the other. 

IT was urged by I-Iambden's council, that the plea of neceffity was in vain in
troduced into a trial of law ; fince it was the nature of neceffity to abolifh all 
law, and, by irrefiftible violence, to diifolve ail the weaker and more artificial 
ties of human fociety. Not only the prince, in cafes of extreme diftrefs, is ex
empted from the ordinary rules of adminifhation : All orders of men are then 
levelled; and any individual may confult the public fafety by any expedient, 
which his fituation enables him to employ. But to produce fo violent an effect, 
and fo hazardous to every community, an ordinary danger or difficulty is not 
fufficient; much lefs, a neceffity, which is merely fictitious and pretended. 
Where the peril is urgent and extreme, it will be palpable to every member of 

t Ru!hw. vol. iii. p. 1 18o. 11 Rufhw. vol. ii. p. 355• Whitlocke, p. z4. 
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the fociety ;. and tho' all antient rules of government are in that cafe abrogated, 

men wiil readily, of themfelves, fubmit to that irregular authority, which i 

exerted for their prefervation. But what is there in common between fuch fup

pofitions, and the prefent condition of the nation ? England enjoys a profound 

peace with all her neighbours: And what is more, all her neighbours are engaged 

]n furious and bloody wars among themfelves, and by their mutual enmities far

ther enfure her tranquillity. The very writs themfelves, which are iifued for the 

levying of fhip-money, contradict the fuppofition of neceffity, and pretend only, 

that the feas are infefted with pirates ; a flight and temporary inconvenience; 

which may well wait a legal fupply from padiament. The writs likewife allow 

feveral months for equipping the fhips ; which proves a very calm and delibe

rate fpecies of neceffity, and one that admits of delay much beyond the forty 

days rcquifite for fummoning that aifembly. 'Tis flrange too, that an extreme 

neceffity, which is always apparent, and ufual1y comes to a fudden crifis, fhould 

now have continued, without interruption, for near four years, and lhould have 

remai ned, during fo long a time, invifible to the whole kingdom. And as to the 

pretenfion, that the King is foie judge of the neceffity; what is this, but to fub

jecr all the privileges of the nation to his arbitrary will and pleafure? To expetl: 

that the public will be convinced by fuch reafoning, muft aggravate the general 

indignation; by adding, to violence againft men's perfons and their property, fO' 

cruel a mockery of their underftanding. 

IN mofl: national debates,. tho" the reaions may not be equally balanced, yet are 

there commonly fome plaufible topics, which may be pleaded even in favour of 

the weaker fide; fo complicated are all human affairs, and fo uncertain the views, 

which give rife to every public meafure : But it muft be confeffed, that, in the pre

fent cafe, no legal topics of any weight can be thrown into the oppofite fcale. The 

impofition of 1hip-money, is apparently one of the moft dangerous invalions of 

national privileges, not only which Charles was ever guilty of, but which the 

moft arbitrary princes in England, fince any liberty had been afcertained to the 

people, had ever ventured upon t. In vain were precedents of antient writs pro· 

duced : Thefe writs, when examined, were only found to require the fea-ports, 

wmetimes at their own charge, fometimes at the charge of the counties, to fend 

· eir !hips for the defence of the nation. Even the prerogative, which empow

ered the crown to iffue fuch writs, was aboliihed, and its exercife almoft entirely 

difcontinued, from the time of Edward Ill. lt and all the authority, which remained 

or was afterwards. exercifed, was to prefs fhips into· the public fervice, to be paid 

t It mufl, however, be allowed, that ~een Elizabeth ordered the fea-ports to fit out fhips at theiJ. 

own expence during the time ofthe Spanifu invafion. Monfin's Na'tltll1'rath. 

~Sta~eT.rials, vol. v. p. 245, 255· 
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for by the public. How wide were thefe precedents from a power of arbitrarily Chap. IU. 

obliging the people, at their own charge, to build new fhips, to victual and pay 1637. 

them, for the public; nay, to furnifh money to the crown for that purpofe? 
What fecurity either againft the farther extenfion of this claim, or againft em-
ploying to other purpofes the public money fo levied ? The plea of neceffity 
would warrant any other taxation as well as that of !hip-money; and it was 
difficult to conceive the kingdom in a fituation, where that plea could be urged 
with lefs plaufibility than at prefent. And if fuch maxims and fuch practices pre-
vail, what has become of national liberty ? What authority is left to the great 
charter, to the ftatutes, and to that very petition of right, which, in the prefent 
reign, had been fo folemnly enaCted, by the concurrence of the whole leginature ?-

NOTWITHSTANDING all thefe reafons, the prejudiced or profrituted judges, 
four * excepted, gave fentence in. favour of the crown t. Hambden, however, 
obtained by the trial the end, for which he had fo generouny facrificed his fafety 
and his quiet: The people were rouzed from their lethargy, and became fenfible 
of the danger, to which their liberty was expofed.. Thefe national queftions 
were canvaffed in every company ; and the more they were examined, the more· 
evidently did it appear to many, that liberty was totally fubverted, and an. 
unufual and arbitrary authority exercifed over the kingdom. Slavifu princi
ples, they faid, concurred with illegal practices; ecclefiaftical tyranny gave aid 
to civil ufurpation; iniquitous taxes were fupported by arbitrary punifhments ; 
and all the rights of the nation, tranfmitted through fo many ages, fecured by 
fo many laws, and purchafed by the blood of fo many heroes, and patriots, now 
lay profirate at the feet of the monarch. What tho' public peace and national 
induftry encreafed the commerce and opulence of the kingdom? This advantage 
was temporary, and dt1e alone, not to any encouragement given by the crown, 
but to the fp!rit of the Englifh, the remains of their antient freedom. What 
tho' the perfonal character of the King, amidft all his mifguided councils, might 
merit indulgence, or even praife? He was but one man ; and the privileges of" 

• See State Trials :. Article, fhip .. money, which contains the fpeeches of four judges. in favour or 

Hambden. 

t The power of taxing themfelves is ao undoubted and moft important privilege of the people or.· 
England. The only apology, which coula be made for the King in impofing !hip-money, is derived 
from a topic, which could not juftly be admitted by any court of judicature; that all the privileges 

Qf the people were fo far fubordinate to royal prerogative, that in cafes of nece!Iiry they might law-· 

fully be difpenfed with. Such a doctrine. may be tolerable, where the neceility is fuppofed evident,, 

extreme, and inevitable. But the King thought, that a lefs neceility, if it proceeded from the obili

nacy of the people, might warrant this extraordinary exertion of prerogative: A principle, it muft 

be owned, very dangerous to national liberty, and fuch as no lawyer ought to be allowed' to plead •. 

Whatever therefore may be advanced. in, excufe for the King, nothing reafonable can be. faid in fa• . 
V.Q.Qr of the judges. ' 
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the nation the inheritance of millions, were too valuable to be facrificed to his 
prejudices' and miftakes .. Such, or more fevere, ~er; the fentiment~ ~romoted 
by a great party in the natton: No excufe on th.e Kmg s part, or alleviatiOn, ho~
ever reafonable, could be hearkened to or adm1tted: And to redrefs thefe gne
vances, a parliament was impatiently longed for; or any other incident, how
ever calamitous, which might fecure the people againft thofe oppreffions, which 
they felt, or the greater ills, which they apprehended, from the combined en
croachments of church and ftate. 

CH A P. IV .. 

Difcontents in Scotland.-lntrodutlion of the canons and liturgy.-A 
... tumult at Edinburgh.-The covenant.-A general affembly.

Epifcopacy abolijhed.-War.-A pacification.-Renewal of the 
war.-Fourth Englijh parliament.-Dijfolution.-Difcontents 
in England.-·Rout at Newburn.-'Ireaty at Rippon.-Great 
council of the peers. 

HE grievances under which the Englifh laboured, when confidered in 
themfelves, without regard to the conftitution, fcarce deferve the name; 

nor were they either burthenfome on the peoples properties, or any way £hocking 
to the natural humanity of mankind. Even the taxation of fhip-n1oney, inde
pendent of the confequences, was rather an advantage to the public; by the ju
dicious ufe, which the King made of the money, levied by that expedient. And 
tho' it was juftly apprehended, that fuch precedents, if patiently fubmitted to, 
would end in a total difufe of parliaments, and in the eftablifhment of arbitrary 
authority ; Charles dreaded no oppofition from the people, who are not com
monly much affected with confequences, and require fame ftriking motiv·e, to 
engage them into a refift:ance of efrablilbed government. All ecclefiaftical af
fairs were fettled by law and uninterrupted precedent; and the church was become 
a confiderable barrier to the power, both legal and illegal, of the crown. Peace 
too, induftry, commerce, opulence ; nay, even juftice and lenity of adminiftra
tion, notwithflanding fome few exceptions : All thefe were enjoyed by the 
people ; and every other bleffing of government, except liberty, or rather the 
prefent exercife of liberty and its proper fecurity t. It feemed probable, there-

t Clarendon, p. 74, 75· May, p. 18. Warwick, p. 6z. 
fore, 
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fore, that affairs might long have continued on the fame footing in England, had Ch:tp. r .... 
it not been for the neighbourhood of Scotland; a country n1ore turbulent, and 1(37· 

lefs difpofed to fubmiffion and obedience. It was from thence the commotions 
firft arofe ; and 'tis therefore time for us to return thither, and to give an account 
of the fituation of that country. 

Ta o' the pacific, and not un!kilful government of J ames, and the great au- Difconten:s in 
thority, which he had acquired, had much allayed the feuds among the gr at Scotland. 

families, and had eftablifhed law and order throughout the kingdom ; the Scots 
nobility were ftill poffeffed of the chief power and inf1uence over the people. 
Their property was very exten!ive; their hereditary jurifdictions and the feudal . 
tenures increafed their authority; and the attachment of the gentry to the heads 
of families eftablilhed a kind of voluntary fervitude under the chieftans. Befldes 
that long abfence had much loofened the King's connexion vith the nobility, who 
refided chiefly at their country feats; they were, in general, at this time, tho·' 
from flight caufes, very much difgufted with the court. Charles, from the 1 a· 
tural piety or fuperftition of his temper, was extremely attached to the ecclefi-
aftics: And as it is natural for men to perfuJde themfelves, that their intereft 
coincides with their inclination ; he had eftablifhed it' as a fixed maxim of po-
licy, to increafe the power and authority of that order. The prelates, he thought, 
eftablifhed regularity and difcipline among the clergy; the clergy inculcated obe-
dience and loyalty among the people : And as that rank of n1en had no feparate 
authority, and no dependance but on the crown; the royal power, it would feem, 
might, with the greateft fafety, be entrufted in their hands. Many of the pre-
lates, therefore, he raifed to the chief dignities of the ftate * : Spotfwood, Arch-
bilhop of St. Andrews, was created chancellor: Nine of the biihops were privy 
counfellors : The bilhop of Rofs afpired to the office of treafurer: Some of the 
prelates poffeffed places in the exchequer: And it was even endeavoured to re-
vive the firft inftitution of the college of jufl:ice, and to fhare equalJy between 
the clergy and laity the whole judicial authority t. Thefe advantages, which 
were poffeffed by the church, and which the bi!hops did not always enjoy with 
fuitable modefty, difgufted the haughty nobility, who, deeming themfelves fo 
tnuch fuperior in rank and quality to this new order of men, were difpleafed to 
find themfelves inferior in power and influence. lntereft joined itfel f to ambi-
tion ; and begot a jealoufy, left the epifcopal fees, which, at the reformation, had 
been pillaged by the nobles, fhould again be enriched at their · expence. By a 
moft ufeful and beneficent law, the impropriations had already been ravifhed 
from the great men: Power had been given to affign, to the impoverifhed clergy, 
competent livings from the tythes of each parifh : And what remained, the pro-
prietor of the land was impowered to purchafe at a low valuation :f:. The King 

• Rufhw. vol. ii. p. 386. rv.tay, p. 29. t G"thry'sJVIem. p. 14. Burnet's Mem. p. ::z9, 30. 
t King's Declaration, p. 7• Franklyn, p. 6u. 
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"'hap. IV. - likewife, warranted by antient law and pra~ice, had declared for ~ . general re-
1637· fumption of all crown-lands, alienate~ by h1s predeceffors ; and tho he took no 

fiep towards the execution of this proJeCt, the very pretenfion to fuch power had 

excited jealoufy and difcontent *. 
NoTWITHSTANDING the tender regard, which Charles bore to the whole 

church, he had been able in Scotland, to acquire only the affeCtion of the fupe
rior rank among the clergy. The minifters, in genera), equalled, if not exceed

ed the nobility, in their prejudices againft the court, againft the prelates, and 

a.gainft epifcopal authority t. Tho' the eftablifhment of the hierarchy might 
fee m advantageous to the inferior clergy, both as it erected dignities, to which 

all of them might afpire, and as it beftowed a luftre on the whole body, and 

allured men of family into it; thefe views had no influence on the Scots eccle
fiaflics. In the prefent difpofition of mens minds, there was another circum

ftance which drew confideration, and counter-balanced power and riches, the 
ufual foundations of diftin5tion among men; and that was, the fervour of piety, 
and the rhetoric, however barbarous, of religious lectures and difcolirfes. Checked 
by the prelates in the licence of preaching, the clergy regarded epifcopal jurifdic

tion both as a tyranny and an ufurpation, and maintained a parity among ecclefi
afl:ics to be a divine privilege, which no human law could alter or infringe. 
While fuch ideas prevailed, the moft moderate exercife of authority would have 
given difguft; much .more, that extenGve power, which the King's indulgence 

encouraged the prelates to affume. The jurirdiction of prefbyteries, fynods, and 

other democratical courts was, in a manner, aboli!hed by the bi!hops ; and the 
general a.ffcmbly itfelf had not been fummoned for fe\reral years :J:. A new oath 

was arbitrarily exacted of intrants, by which they fwore to obferve the articles 

of Perth, and fubmit to the liturgy and canons. And in a word, the whole fyf
tem of church government, during a courfe of thirty years, had been changed by 

means of the innovations introduced by J ames and Charles. 

THE people, under the influence of the nobility and clergy, could not fail to 
partake of the difcontents, which prevailed among thefe two orders ; and where 

real grounds of complaint were wanting, they greedily laid hold of imaginary 
ones. The fame horror againft popery, with which the Engli!h puritans were pof
feffed, was obfervable among the populace in Scotland ; and among thefe, who 

were more uncultivated and uncivilized, feemed rather to be inflamed into a hiaher 

degree of ferocity. The genius of religion, which prevailed with the court
0

and 
prelacy, was of an oppo!ite nature; and having fome affinity with the Romilh wor~ 

fl1ip, led them to mollify, as much as poffible, thefe fevere prejudices: and to 
fpeak of the catholics in more charitable lan9uage, and with more reconciling ex-

• King's Declaration, p. 6. t Burnet's Mem. p. 29, 30. :t May, p. zg. 
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preffions. From this foundation, a partic fear of popery was e fily raifed ; and Chap. IV. 

every new ceremony or ornament, introduced into divine fervice, was part of that 1 
· 37· 

great myftery of iniquity, which, from the .._encouragement of the . ing and the 
bifbops, was to overfpread the nation *· The few innovations, which J 1es had 
made, were confidered as preparati ves to this grand defign; and the farther altera-
tions, attempted by Charles, were reprefented as a plain declaration of his intentions. 
Thro' the whole courfe of this reign, nothing had more fatal influence, in both 
kingdoms, than this groundlefs apprehenfion, which, with f() much i dufl:ry, was 
propagated, and with fo much credulity, was embraced by all ranks of men. 

AMIDST thefe dangerous complaints and terrors of religious grievances, the 
civil and ecclefiaftical privileges of the nation were imagined, and with fome rea
fon, not to be altogether free from invafion. 

THE eftablifhment of the high-commiffion by James, without any ~mthority 

of law, feemed a confiderable encroachment of the crown ; and ereB:ed the m oft 
dangerous and arbitrary of all courts, by a method equally dangerous and arbi
trary.· All the fteps towards the fettlement of epifcopacy had indeed been taken 
with confent of parliament : The articles of Perth were confirmed in 162 I : In 
16 3 3, the King had obtained a general ratification of every ecclefiafi:ical cfta
blifhment : But all thefc laws had lefs authority with the nation, as they were 
known to have paffed contrary to the fentiments even of thofe who voted for 
them, and were in reality extorted by the authority and importunity of the fo
vereign. The means, however, which both James and Charles had employed, 
in order to influence the parliament, were intirely regular ; and no reafonable 
pretence had been afforded for reprefenting thefe laws as null or invalid. 

BuT there prevailed among the greateft part of thl! nation another principle, 
of the moft important and moft dangerous confequence, and which, if admitted, 
deftroyed intirely the validity of all fuch ftatutes. The ecclefiaftical authority 
was fuppofed to be totally independent of the civil ; and no aB: of parliament, 
nothing but the confent of the church itfelf, was r~prefented as fufficient ground 
for the introduCtion of any change in religious wodhip or difcipline. And tho' 
James had obtained the vote of affemblies for receiving epifcopacy and his new 
rites; it rnuft be confefied, that fuch irregularities had prevailed in conftituting 
thefe ecclefiaftical courts, and fuch violences in conducting them, that there were 
fome grounds for denying the authority of all their acts. Charles, fenfible, that an 
extorted confent, attended with fuch invidious circ\Jmftances, would rather be pre
judicial to his meafures, had intirely laid afide the ufc of a{femblies, and wa 
refolved, in conjunCtion with the bi!hops, to govern the church by an authority, 
to which he thought himfelf fully intitled, and which he believed abfolutely un· 
controulable .. 

• Burnet'~ Memoirs, p. 29, 30, 3 I. 
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THE King's great aim was to compleat the work, fo happily be~un by his fa. 
tber. to eftablifh difcipline upon a regular fyftem of canons, to mtroduce a li
turg~ into public worlhip, and to render the ecc~efiaftical g~verm~ent of all ~is 
kingdoms entirely regular and u~iform.. Some vte~s of policy ~tght mo.ve .h1m 
to this undertaking: But the ch1ef mottves were denved fron1 mtO:aken pnnCiples 

of zeal and confcience. 
. THE canons for eftablifhing ecclefiaftical jurifdietion were promulgated in 

~~t;~~~~~~~s 1635; and were received by the nation, tho' without much appearing oppofi
and liturgy. tion, yet with great inward apprehenfion and difcontent. Men felt difpleafure, 

at feeing the royal authority highly exalted by them, and reprefented as abfo
lute and uncontroulable. 1"'hey faw thefe fpeculat;ve principles reduced to prac
tice, and a whole body of ecclefiafl:icallaws eftablifhed, without any previous con
fent either of church or ftate t. 1"'hey dreaded, that, by a parity of reafon, like 
arbitrary authority, from like pretences and princi pies, would be affumed in civil 
n1atters: They remarked, that the delicate boundaries, which feparate church 
and ftate, were already paffed, and many civil ordinances eftabli!hed by theca
nons, under colour of ecclefiafiical infi:itutions : i\Rd they were apt to deride 
the negligence, with which thefe important edicts had been compiled; when they 
found, that the new liturgy or fervice-book was every where, under fevere pe
nalties, enjoined by them, tho' it had not yet been compofed or publifhed :f:. It 
was, however, foon expected ; and in the reception of it, as the people are al
ways moft affeCted by what is external and expofed to the fenfes, it was appre
hendeo, that the chief difficuky would confift. 

THE liturgy, which the King, from his own authority, impofed on Scotland, 
was copied fron1 that of England : But left a fervile imitation might fhock the 
pride of his antient kingdom, a very few aLterations, in order to fave appearances, 
were made in it; and in that fhape it was tranfmitted to the bilhops at Edin
burgh 11. But the Scots had univerfally entertained a notion, that, tho' riches 
and worldly glory had been fhared out to them with a fparing hand, they could 
boaft of fpiritual treafures more abundant and more genuine, than were enjoyed 
by any nation under heaven. Even their fouthern neighbours, they thought, 
tho' feparated from Rome, ftill retained a great tincture of the primitive pollu
tion ; and their liturgy was reprefented as a fpecies of mafs, tho' with fome lefs 
!how and embroidery §. Great prejudices, therefore, were entertained againft 
it, even confidered in itfelf; much more, when regarded as a preparative, which 
was foon to introduce into Scotland all the abominations of popery. And as the 
very few alterations, which diftingui!hed the new liturgy, from the Englifh, 

·r Clarendon, vol. i. p. 106. 

~ King's Decl. p. :zo. 
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feemed to approach nearer to the doB:rine of the real prefence; this circumftance Chap. IV. 

was deemed an undoubted confirmation of every fufpicion, with which the peo- 16J7• 

ple were po!feffed f. 
EASTER- D:A v was, by proclamation, appointed for the firft reading of the fer

vice in Edinburgh : But in order to judge more furely of mens di~)ofitions, the 
council delayed the matter, till the 23d of J uly; and diey even gave notice, 
the Sunday before, of their intention to com mence the ufc of the new 1 iturgy. 
Pis no confiderable fymptoms of difconten t appeared, they thought, that they 
n1ight fafely proceed in their purpofe t ; and according ly, in the cathedral church 
of St. Gyles, the dean of Edinburgh, arrayed in his furplice, began the ferv ice; 
the bilhop himfelf, and many of the privy council being prefent. But no fooner Tumult at 

had the dean opened the book, than a multitude of the n1eaneft fort, moft of Edinburgh. 

them women, clapping their hands, curfing, and crying our, A pope! a pope! 
antichrifl! jlone him! raifed fuch a tumult, that it was impoffible to pro ~eed with 
the fervice. The bifhop, n1ounting the pulpit, in or et to appeafe the popu-
lace, had a frool thrown at him : The council were infulted : ·And it was with 
difficulty, that the magiftrates were able, partly by authority, partly by force, 
to expel the rabble, and to ihut the doors againft them. The tumult, however, 
frill continued without: Stones were thrown at the doors and windows : And 
when the fervice was ended, the bifhop, going home, was attacked, and narrowly 
efcaped from the hands of the enraged multitude. In the afternoon, the Lord 
privy feal, becaufe he carried the biihop in his coach, was fo pelted with ftones, 
and hooted at with execrations, and preffed upon by the eager populace, that, if 
his fervants, with drawn fwords, had not kept them off, the biihop had run the 
utmoft hazard of his life n. 

THo' it was violently fufpeCl:ed, that the low rabble, who alone appeared, had 
been inftigated by fome of higher condition, yet no proof of it could ever be pro
duced ; and every one fpake with difapprobation of the licentioufnefs of the 
giddy multitude §. It was not thought fafe, however, to hazard a new infulc 
by any new attempt to read the liturgy; and the populace feemed, for the time,. 
to be appeafed and fatisfied. But it being known, that the King frill perfevered 
in his intentions of impofing that mode of worlhip, men fortified then1felves frill 
farther in their prejudices againft it ; and great multitudes reforted to Edin-
burgh, in order to oppofe the introduction of fo hated a novelty ~· It was not 

8 
h ofO 

long before they broke out into the moft viole;lt diforder. The bifhop of Gal· 
1 

t 

i Burnet, Mem. p. 31. Ruihw. vol. ii. p 396. M ay, p. 31. 
! ing's Decl. p. 22. Clarendon, vol. i. p. 108. Ruihw. vol. ii. p. 387. 
if King's Decl. p. 23, 24, 25. Rufhw. vol. ii. p. 388, 
§ King's Decl. p. z6. 30. Clarendon, vol. i. p. 109. 
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Ioway was attacked in the (l:reets, and chaced into the chamber, where the privy 

council was fitting. The council it1elf was befieged and violently attacked: 

The town-council met with the fame fate : and nothing could have faved the 

lives of all of them'" but tlieir application to fom~ popular lords, who protected 

them, and difperfed the tnultitude. In this fedition, the actors were of fome 

better condition than in the former ; tha' no body of rank fc:emed, as yet, t 

countenance them t. 
ALL men, however, began to unite and to encourage each other, in oppofitioil 

to the religious innovations, introduced into the kingdom. Petitions to the 

council were figned and prefented by perfons of the higheft quality : The women 

took party, and, as is ufual, with grl'Ut violence: Tbe clergy, every where, 

loudly declaimed againft popery and the liturgy, which they reprefented as the 

fame: The pulpits refounded with vehement invectives againft antichrift: ~nd 

the populace, who fir!t oppofed the fervice, was often compared to Balaam's afs,. 

an animal, in itfelf, ftupid and fenfelefs, but whofe mouth had been opened by 

the Lord, to the admiration of the whole world :J:. In ihort, fanaticifm mingling 

with faction, private intereft with the fpirit of liberty, fymptoms appeared, on 

all hands, of the moft dangerous infurrection and diforder. 

THE primate, a man of wifdom and moderation, who was all along averfe to 

the introduction of the liturgy, reprefented to the King the ftate of the nation: 

The Earl of Traquaire, Lord treafurer, fet out for London, in order to lay the 

n•atter more fully before him : Every circumftance, whether the condition of Eng

land or of Scotland was confidered, fhould have engaged him to defift from fo 
hazardous an atempt : Yet was Charles inflexible. In his whole conduct: of this 

affair, there appeared no marks of the good fenfe, with which he was undoubtedly 

endowed: A lively inftance of that fpecies of charaCter, fo frequently to be met . 

with; where there are found parts and judgment in every difcourfe and opinion; 

in many actions, indifcretion and imprudence. Mens views of things are the 

refult of their underftanding alone: Their conduct is regulated by their under~ 

ftanding, their temper, and their paffions. 

To fo violent a comoination of a whole k:ingdom, Charles had nothing to 

oppofe but a proclamation ; in which he pardoned all paft offences, and exlior.ted 

the people to be more {)bedient for the future, and to fubmit peaceably to the ufe 

of the liturgy. This proclamation was inftantly encountered with a public pro· 

teftation, prefented by the Earl of Hume and Lord Lindefey : And this was 

the firft time, that men of quality had appeared in any violent aCt of oppofition 11.' 

But this proved a crifis. The infurrection, which had been advancing by a gra~ 

t King's Decl. p. 35, 36, &c. Ru!hw. vol. ii. p. 404. t King's Decl. p. 31. 

U King's Decl. fJ, 48, &,. Guthry, p. z8. May, p. 3 7• 
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dual and aow progrefs, now blazed out at once. No diforder, however, attend- Char. 1- r. 

ed it. On the contrary, a new order immediately took place. Four tables as 
163 ~. 

they were called, were formed in Edinburgh. One confifted of nol:5ility, ano-

ther of gentry, a third of miniil:ers, a fourth of burgeffes. The table of gentry 

was divided into many fubordinate tables, according to tneir difrerent counties. 

In the hands of the four tables, the whole authority of the kingdom was placea. 

Orders were iifued by them, and every where obeyed, with the utmoft regula-

rity t. And among the firft aCts of their government was the production of the 

CovENANT. 

THrs famous covenant confifted firft of a renunciation of popery, formerly The cov~

figned by James in his youth, and compofed of many invetl:ives, fitted to in- nant. 

flame the minds of men againft their fellow creatures, whom heaven ·has enjoined 

them to cherifh and to love. There followed a bono of union, by which the 

fubfcribers obliged themfelves to refiil: religious innovations, and to defena each 

other againft all oppofition whatever : And all this, for the greater glory of God, 

and the greater honour and advantage of their Kit?g and country :f:. A 11 ranks 

and conditions, all ages and fexes, flocked to the fubfcription of this covenant : 

Few, in their judgment, difapproved of it; and il:ill fewer dared openly to con

demn it. The King's minifrers and counfellors themfelves were, moft of them, 

feized by the general contagion. And none but rebels to God, and traitors to 

their country, it was thought, would withdraw themfelves from {o falutary and 

fo pious a combination. 

THE treacherous, the cruel, the unrelenting Philip, ac<::ompanied with ali the 

terrors of a Spani!h inquifition, was fcarcely, during the preceding century, op-

pofed in the Low Countries with more determined fury, than was now, by the 

Scots, the mild, the humane Charles, attended with his inoffenfive liturgy. 

THE King began to apprehend the confequences. l-Ie fent the Marquef of June. 

Hamilton, as commiffioner, with authority to treat with the covenanters. He 

required the covenant to be renounced and recalled : And . he thought, that on 

his part he had made very fatisfatl:ory conceffions, when he off~red to (i 1f~n l 

the canons and the liturgy, till, in a fair and legal way, theYi could be received ; 

and fo to model the high commiffion, that it fhould no l?nger give offence to 

his fubjeB:s IJ. Such general declarations could · not well give content to an , 

much lefs to thofe who carried fo much higher. their pretenfions. IT'he covenan

ters found themfelves feconded by the zeal of the ~~hole natio . Above flxt~ 

thoufand people were affembled in a tumultuous manner a.bout E inburgh · 

t Clarendon, vol. i. p. I 1 1. Ruiliw. vol. ii. p. 7 34· 
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Chap. tV. Charles poffeffed no regular forces in~= either of his .kingdo~s. :And .the ~ifcon· 
IDJ8. tents in England, tho' fecret, were believed fo violent, that the Kmg, 1t was 

thought, would find it very difficult to employ in fuc~ a caufe the power of th~t 
nation. The more, therefore, the popular leaders m Scotland confidered thezr 
fituation, the lefs apprehenflons did they entertain of royal power, and the more 
rigoroufly did they infift on intire fatisfaction. In anfwer to Hamilton's demand 
of renouncing the covenant, they plainly told him, that they would fooner re
nounce their baptifm t. And the minifters invited the commiffioner himfelf to 
fubfcribe it; by informing him, " With what peace and comfort it had filled the 
" hearrs of all God's people; what refolutions and beginnings of reformation of 
" manners were fenfibly perceived in a] I parts of the nation, above any meafure 
" they had ever before found or could have expected ; how great glory the 
" Lord had received thereby ; and what confidence they had, that God would 
'' make Scotland a bleffed kingdom :f:." 

HAMILTON returned to London : Made another fruitlefs journey, with new 
conceffions, to Edinburgh : Returned again to London ; and was immediatelY. 
fent back with ftill more fatisfactory conceffions. The King was now willing 

lJth of Sept. intirely to abolilh the canons, the liturgy, and the high-commiffion-court. He 
was even refolved to limit extremely the power of the biihops, and was content, if, 
on any terms, he could retain that order in the church of Scotland 11· And to 
enfure all thefe gracious offe~s, he gave Hamilton authority to fummon firft an 
affembly, then a parliament, where every national grievance might be redreifed 
and remedied. Thefe fucceffi ve conceffions of the King, which yet came ftill 
fhort of the riling demands of the malecontents, difcovered his own weaknefs, en
couraged their infolence, and gave no fatisfatl:ion. The offer, however, of an 
affembly and a parliament, in which they expeCl:ed to be intirely mafi:ers, was very 
willingly embraced by all the covenanters. 

CHARLES, perceiving what advantage his enemies had reaped fron1 their cove
nant, refolved to have a covenant on his fide; and he ordered one to be drawn 
up for that purpofe. It conflfted of the fame violent renunciation of popery 
Above-mentioned; which, tho' the King did not approve of it, he thought it fafeft 
to adopt, in order to remove all the fufpicions, entertained againft him. As the 
<:ovenanters, in their bond of mutual defence againft all oppofition, had been care
ful not to except the King ; Charles had formed a bond, which was annexed to 
this renunciation, and which exprelfed the fubfcribers duty and loyalty to his Ma
jefty §. But the covenanters, perceiving, that this new covenant was only meant 

-to weaken and divide them, received it with the utmoft fcorn and deteftation. 

t King's Decl. p. 87. :t: King's DecJ. p. 88. Rulhw. vol. ii. p. 
75
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. 
And without delay, they proceeded to the modelli.ng the future affembly, from Chap. rv. 
which fuch great atchievements were expeCl:ed t. 1 63~L 

THE genius of that religion, which prevailed in Scotland, and which, every A ge,neral af

day, was fecretly gaining ground in England, was far from inculcating deference femb .y. 

and fubmiffion to the ecclefia!l:ics, merely as fuch: Or rather, by nouri01ing in 
every individual, the highe!l: raptures and extafies of devotion, it confecratcd, in 
a manner, every individual, and, in his own eyes, be!l:owed a charaCter on him, 
much fuperior to what forms and ceremonious inftitutions could alone confer. 
The clergy of Scotland, tho' fuch a tumult was excited about religious wo-r!hip 
and difcipline, were both poor, and in fmall numbers ; nor are they, in gene-
ral, to be confidered, at lea!l: in the beginning, as the ringleaders of the fedi -
tion, which was raifed on their account. On the contrary, the laity, appre-
hending, from feveral inftances, which occurred, a fpirit of moderation in that 
order, refolved to domineer intirely in the affembly, which was fummoned, and 
to hurry on the ecclefia!l:ics by the fame furious zeal, with which they were the~·n-

felves tranfported :1:· · 
IT had been ufual, before the eftablifhment of prelacy, for each prefbytery 

to fend to the aifembly, befides two or three minifl: ers, one lay commiffioner 11; 
and, as all the burroughs and uni ver.fities fent like wife com miffioners, the lay
members, in that ecclefiaftical court, very nearly equ.dled the ecclefiaftics. I Toe 
only this inftitution, which James, apprehenfive of zeal in the laity, had aboliihed, 
was now revived by the covenanters: They al[o introduced an innovation, which 
ferved frill farther to reduce the clergy to fubjection. By an edict of the tables, 
whofe authority was fu preme, an elder, from each parifh, was ordered to at· 
tend the prefb> tery, and to give his vote in the choice both of the commiffioners 
and minifters, who fuould be deputed to the affembly. As it is not ufual for the 
minifters, who are put in the lift of candidates, to claim a vote, the whole elec
tions, by that means, fell into the hands of the laity : The moft furious of al~ 
ranks were chofen: And the more to overawe the clergy, a new device was 
fallen upon, of chufing, to every commiffioner, four or five lay-affeffors, who, 
tho' they could have no vote, yet might interpofe with their counfel and autho

rjty in the affembly §. 
THE affembly met at Glafgow : And, befides a great concourfe of the people, 21 ft of Nov. 

all the nobility and gentry of any fatnily or intereft were prefent, either as mem-
bers, affeffors, or fpectators ; and it was apparent, that the relo~utions, taken by 

t Rufhw. vol. ii. p. 772. t King's Ded. p. 188, 189. Rufhw. vol. ii. P· 761. 

11 A prefbytery in Scotland is an inferior ecclefiaftical court, the fame which was afterwards calied a 
claffis in England, and is compofed of the clergy of the neighbouring pari!hes, to the number com

monly of between twelve and twenty. 
§ King's Decl. p. 190, 191. 290, Guthry, p. 39, &c. 
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the covenanters, could here meet with no manner of oppofition. A firm deter
mination had been entered into, of utterly abolifhing epifcopacy; ana as a pre
parative to it, there was laid before the prefbytery of Edinburgh, and folemnly 
read in all the churches of the kingdom, an accufation againft the bifhops, as 

guilty, all of them, of herefy, fimony, bribery, petjury, cheating, inceft, adul
tery, fornication, common fwearing, drunkennefs, gaming, breach of the fab 
bath, and every other crime, which had occurred to the accufers t. The bi!hops 
fent a proteft, declining the authority of the affembly ; the commiffioner too 

protefted againft that court, as illegally conftituted and elected ; and, _ in his Ma
jefl:y's name, di£fol-ved it. This meafure was forefeen, and little regarded. The 

court fiill continued to fit, and to finifh their buGnefs :1:· All the aB:s of alfembly, 

fince the acceffion of James to the crown of England, were, upon pr~tty reafon

able grounds, declared null 'and invalid. The acts of parliament, which affected 

ecclefiaftical affairs, were fuppofed, on that very account, to have no manner of 

authority. And thus epifcopacy, the high-commiffion, the articles of Perth, 

t he canons, and the liturgy, were abolifhed and declared unlawful: And the 

whole fabric, which J ames and Charles, in a long courfe of years, had been 

rearing with fo much care and policy, fell at once to the ground. The cove

nant likewife was ordered to be figned by every one, under pain of excommu-

n;cation n. 
THE independence of the ecclefiaftical upon the civil power was the old pref

byterian principle, which had been zealoufly adopted at the reformation, and 

which, tho' J ames and Charles hacl obliged the church publicly to difclaim it, 
had been fecre tly adhered to by all ranks of people. It was commonly afked, 

whether Chrifl or the King was fuperior: And as the anfwer feemed obvious, 

it was inferred, that the affembly, being Chriil's council, was fuperior, in all 

fpiritual matters, to the parliament, which was only the King's. But as the 

covenanters were fenfible, that this confequence, tho' it feemed to them irre

fragable, would not be affented to by the King ; it became requifite to main
tain their religious tenets by military force, and not to truft entirely to fuper

natural affiftance, of which, however, they held themfelves well affured. They 
cafl: their eyes on all fides, abroad and at home, whence-ever they could expeCt 

any aid or fupport. 

AFT ER France and Holland had entered into a league againil: Spain, and 
framed a treaty of partition, by which they were to conquer and to divide be
tween them the low-country-provinces, Engbnd was invited to preferve a neu

trality between the contending parties, while the French and Dutch !hould at-

t King's Decl. p. 218. ~ufl1w. vol. ii. p. 787. 

B King's Ded. p. 317. 

t May, P· 44· 

tack 
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tack the maritime towns of Flanders. But the King replied to d'Eftrades, the Chap. IV. 
French ambaffador, who opened the propofal, that he had a fquadron ready, t639· 

and would crofs the feas, if neceffary, with an army of 1 s,ooo men, in or-

der to prevent thefe projeCl:ed conquefts *. This anfwer, which proves, that 
Charles, tho' he expreffed his mind with an imprudent .candor, had, at laft, 

acquired a juft idea of national intereft, irritated extremely Cardinal Richelieu ; 
and in revenge, that politic and enterprizing minifter carefully fomented the firft: 
·commotions in Scotland, and fecretly fupplied the covenanters with money and 

arms, in order to encourage them in their oppofition againft their fovereign. 

BuT the chief refource of the Scots malecontents, was in themfelves, and in 
their own vigour and ability. No regular eftablifhed commonwealth could take 
jufter meafures, or execute them with greater promptitude, than did this tumul
tuous combination, inflamed with bigotry for religious trifles, and faction with
out a reafonable object. The whole kingdom was, in a manner, engaged; ~nd 
the men of greateft ability, foon acquired the afcendant, which their fami1y·in
terell enabled them to maintain. The Earl of Argyle, tho' he long feemed to 
temporize; had, at laft, embraced the covenant; and he b-.came the chief leader 
of that party: A man equally fupple and inflexible, Cc1 Utious and determined, 
and entirely qualified to make a figure during a factious and turbulent period. 
The Earls of Rothes, Caffils, Montrofe, Lothian, the Lords Lindefey, Loudon, 

Yefter, Balmerlno, diftinguifhed themfelves in that party. Many Scots officers 

had acquired reputation in the German wars, particularly under Gufravus ; and War. 

thefe were invited over to affift their country in her prefent neceffity. The com

mand was entrufted to Lefiy, a foldier of experience and ability. Forces were 

regularly inlifted and difciplined. Arms were commiffioned and imported from 
foreign countries. A few caftles, which belonged to the King, being unprovided 
of viCtuals, ammunition, and garrifons, were foon feized. Ancl the whole country, 
except a fmall part, where the Marquefs of Huntley frill adhered to the King, being 

in the covenanters hands, was, in a very little time, put into a tolerable polture 

of defence t. 
THE fortifications of Leith were begun and carried on with great rapidity. 

Befides the inferior fort, and thofe who laboured for pay, incredible numbers of 

volunteers, even noblemen and gentlemen, put their hand to the work, and 
deemed the moft abject employment to be dignified by the fanctity of the caufe. 
Women too, of rank and condition, forgetting the delicacy of their fex, and the 
decorum of their character, were intermingled wi:h the loweft rabble; and car
ried, on their fhoulders, the rubbiih, requifite for corn pleating the fortifications :f:. 

WE muft not omit another auxiliary of the covenanters, and no inconfiderable 
one; a prophetefs, who was much followed and admired by all ranks of people. 

• Mem. d'Eftrades, vol. i. 

VoL. V. 
t May, P· 49• 

Gg 
t Guthry's Mern. p. 46. 

~er 
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Her name was Michelfon, a woman full of whimGes, partly hyfl:erical, partly 

religious ; and inflamed with a zealous concern for the eccleGaf.lical difcipline of 
the pre!byterians. She fpoke only at certain times, and had often int.erruptions 
of days and weeks : But when ihe began to renew her ecftafies, warmng of the 

happy event was conveyed over the whole country, thoufands crowded about her 
houfe, and every word, which fhe uttered, was received with veneration, as the 
n1oft facred oracles. The covenant was her perpetual theme. The true, genuine 
covenant, fhe faid, was ratified in heaven : ,.fhe King's covenant was an invention 

of Satan: When fhe fpoke of Chrift, fhe commonly called him by the name of 

the covenanting Jefus. Rollo, a popular preacher, and zealous covenanter, was 
her great favourite; and payed her, on his part, no Iers veneration. Being de fired 

by the fpeCl:ators to pray with her, and fpeak to her, he anfwered; " That he 

" durft not, and that it would be ill manners in him to fpeak, while his mafter 

" Chrift was (peaking in her*." 
CHARLES had agreed to reduce epifcopal authority fo much, that it would no 

]onger have been of any fervice to fupport the crown ; and this facrifice of his 
own intereft he was willing to make, in order to obtain public peace and tran.. .. 

quillity. But he could not confent entirely to abolifh an order, which he efteemed 

as effential to the being of a chriftian church, as his Scots fubjeCts thought 

it incompatible with that facred infritution. This narrownefs of mind, if we 

would be impartial, we muft either blame or excufe equally on both fides; and 

thereby anticipate, by a little refleCtion, that judgment, which time, by intro

ducing new fubjeCts of controverfy, will undoubtedly render quite familiar to 

pofterity. 

So great was Charles's averfion to violent and fanguinary meafures, and fo 

ftrong his affeCtion to his native kingdom, that, it is probable, the conteft in 

his breaft would be nearly equal between thefe laudable paffions, and his attach
ment to the hierarchy. The latter affeCtion, however, prevailed for the time, 

and made him haften thofe military preparations, which he had projeCted for 

fubduing the refraCl:ory fpirit of the Scots nation. By regular ceconomy, he 

had not only paid all the debts contraCted during the Spanifh and French wars; 

but had amaiTed a fum of zoo,ooo pounds, which he referved for any fudden 
exigency. T'he ~een had great intereft with the catholics, both from the fym· 
pathy of religion, and from the favours and indulgences, which fhe had been able 
to procure them. She now employed her credit, and perfuaded them, that it was 
r~afona?le to give large contributions, as a mark of their duty to the King, du
nng th1s urgent neceffity t. A confiderable fupply was gained by this means; to 
the great fcandal of the puritans, who were mightily offended at feeing the King 

• King's Declaration at large, p. 227. Burnet's Memoirs of Hamilton. 

t Ruihw. vol. iii. p. 13 z9. Franklyn, p. 767. 
on 
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on fuch good terms with the papifts, and repined, that others lhould give what Chap. IV. 
1639· 

they themfelves were difpofed to refufe him. 

CHARLEs's fleet was formidable and well fupplied. Having put 5000 land
forces on board, he entrufted it to the Marquefs of Hamilton, who had orders to 

fail to the frith of Forth, and to caufe a diverfion in the forces of the malecon ... 

tents. An army was levied of near 2o,ooo foot, and above 3000 horfe, and 

was put under the command of the Earl of Arundel, a Nobleman of great fa
mily, but celebrated neither for military nor political abilities. The Earl of 

Effex, a man of ftriCl:: honour, and extremely popular, efpecially among the fol
diery, was appointed lieutenant-general: The Earl of Holland was general of 

the horfe. The King himfelf joined the army, and he fummoned all the peers 
of England to attend him. The whole had the appearance of a fplendid court, 29th May. 

rather than of a military armament ; and in this fituation, carrying more fhow 
than real force with it, the camp arrived at Berwick *. 

THE Scots army was a~ numerous as that of the King, but inferior in caval
ry : The officers had more reputation and experience; and the foldiers, tho' un
difciplined and ill armed, were animated, as well by the national averfion to Eng

land and the dread of becoming a province to their old enemy, as by an unfur

mountable fervour of religion. The pulpits had extremely affifted the officers in 

levying recruits, and had thundered out anathemas upon all thofe who went not 

out to a.f!zfl the Lord againft the migh!y t. Yet fo prudent were the leaders of the 
malecontents, that they immediately fent very fubmiffive meffages to the King, 
and craved leave to be admitted to a treaty. ~ 

CHARLES knew, that the force of the covenanters was conGderable, their fpi
rits high, their zeal furious ; and as they were not yet daunted by any ill fuccefs, 

no reafonable terms could be expected from them. With regard therefore to a 
treaty, great difficulties occurred on both fides. Should he fubmit to the preten
fions of the malecontents ; befides that the prelacy muft be facrificed to their re
ligious prejudices; fuch a check would be given to regal authority, which had, 
very lately, and with much difficulty, been thoroughly eftablifhed in Scotland, 

that he muU expeCt, for ever after, to retain, in that kingdom, no more than the 

appeardnce of majefty. The great men, having proved, by fo fenfible a trial, 

the impotence of law and prerogative, would return to their former licentiouf

nefs : The preachers would retain their innate arrogance : And the people, unpro
teCted by juftice, would recognize no other authority, than that which they 
found to domineer over them. ..England alfo, it was much to be feared) would 

imitate fo bad an example; and having already a ftrong propen!ity towards re
publican and puritanical factions, would expect, by the fame feaitious praCtices, 

* Clarendor., vol.i. p. 115,116,117. t Burnet's Memoirs of Hamilton. 
G g 2 to 
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to attain the fame indulgence. To advance fo far, without bringing the rebels to 
a total fubmiffion, at leaft to reafonable conceffions, was to promife them, in all 

future time, an impunity for rebellion. 
ON the other hand, Charles confidered, that Scotland was never before, under 

any of his anceftors, fo united, and fo animate{} in its own d~fence ; an.d y~ 
had often been able to foil or elude the force of England, combmed hearttly m 

one caufe, and enured by long practice to the ufe of arms. How much greater 
difficulty {hould he find, at prefent, to fubdue by violence a people, enflamed 
with religious prejudices; while he could only oppofe to them a nation, ener
vated by long peace, and lukewarm in his fervice ; or what was more to be 

feared, many of them engaged in the fame party with the enemy *. Should the 

war be only protracted beyond a fummer; (and who could expeB: to finifu it in 
that period?) his treafure would fail him, and, for fupply, he muft have recourfe 

to an Engliili parliament, whom, by fatal experience, he had ever found more 

ready to encroach on the prerogatives, than to aid the neceffities, of the crown. 
And what if he receive a defeat from the rebel army? This misfortune was far 

from impoffible. They were engaged in a national caufe, and flrongly actuated 
by miftaken principles. His army was retained entirely by pay, and looked 
on the quarrel with the fame indifference, which naturally belongs to mercenary 
troops, without poffeffing the difcipline, by which fuch troops are commonly di

ftinguiilied. And the confequences of a defeat, while Scotland was enraged 
and England difcontented, were fo dreadful, that no motives fh.ould perfuade him 

to venture it. 
1 T is evident, that Charles, by miftakes and over~ghts, had brought hin1felf 

to fuch a fituation, that, whatever fide he embraced, his errors muft be danger
ous: No wonder, therefore, he was in great perplexity. But he did infinitely 
worfe, than embrace the worft rarty: For, properly fpeaking, he embraced no 
party at all. He concluded a fudden pacification, in which it was ftipulated, That 
he fhould withdraw his fleet and army ; that, within eight and forty hours, the 

Scots fuould difmifs their forces ; that the King's forts fhould be reftored to 
him; his authority acknowledged; and a general affembly and a parliament be 

immediately fummoned, in order to compofe all differences t. What were the 
reafons, which engaged the King to admit fuch ftrange articles of peace, it is in 
vain to enquire: For there could be none. The caufes of that event may admit 
of a more eafy explication. 

TH~ malecontents ha~ been very induftrious, in reprefenting to the Englifh, 
.the gnevances under wh1ch Scotland laboured, and the ill councils, which had 

been fuggefted to their fovereign. Their liberties, they faid, were invaded : 

• Rulhw. vol. iii. p. 936. t Rulhw. vol. iii. p. 9+>· 
The 
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The prerogatives of the crown extended beyond all former precedent: Illegal Chap. IV. 
163 ':'• 

courts erected: The hierarchy exalted at the expence of national privileges: And 

fo many new fupedHtions introduced by the haughty tyrannical prelates, as begot 

a juft fufpicion, that a projeCt was feriouny formed for the reftoration of popery; 

The King's conduB:, furely, in Scotland, had been, in every thing, except in e

fiablifhing the ecclefiaftical canons, more legal and jufi:ifiable, than in England ; 

yet was there fuch a general refemblance in the complaints of both kingdoms, 

that the Eng1ifh readily affented to all the reprefentations of the Scots malecon:- -

tents, and believed that nation to have been driven, by oppreffion, into the vio-

lent councils, which they had embraced. So far, therefore, from being willing 

to fecond the King in fubduing the free fpirits of the Scots; they ratner pitied tliat 

unhappy people, who had been reduced to thofe extremities: And they thought, 

that the example of fuch neighbours, as well as their affiftance, might, fome 

time, be advantageous to England, and encourage her to recover, by a vigorous 

effort, her violated laws and liberties. The gentry and nobifity, who, without 

attachment to the court, without command in the army, attended in great num-

bers the Englifh camp, greedily feized, and propagated, and gave authority to 

thefe fentiments : A retreat, very little honourable, which the Earl of Holland, 

with a confiderable detachment of the Englifh forces, had made before a detach-

ment of the Scots, caufed all thefe humours to blaze up at once: And the King, 

whofe charaCter was not fufficiently vigorous nor decifive, and who was apt, from 

facility, to embrace hafty councils, fuddenly affented to a meafure, which was 

recommended by all about him, and which favoured his natural propenfion to-

wards the mifguided fubjeB:s of his native kingdom *. 
CHARLES, having fo far advanced in pacific meafures, ought, with a fi:eddy 

refolution, to have profecuted them, and have fubmitted to every tolerable con

dition, demanded by the affembly and parliament; nor fhould he have recom

menced hoftilities, but on account of fuch enormous and unexpected pretenfions, 

as would have juftified his caufe, if poffib1e, to the whole Engli!h nation. So 

far, indeed, he adopted this plan, that he agreed, not only to confirm . his for

mer concefilons, of abrogating the canons, the liturgy, the high commiffion, and. 

the articles of Perth; but alfo to abolifh the order itfelf of bilbops, for which he 

had fo zealouily contended t. But this concefiion was gained by the utmoft vi- , 

olence, which he could impofe on his difpofition and prejudices : l-Ie even fecretly 

retained an intention of feizing favourable opportunities, in order to recover the 

ground, which he had loft t: And one ftep farther he could not prevail with him-

felf to advance. The affembly, when it met, paid not due deference to the Auguft Ii th 

• Clarendon, vol. i. p. tzz, 123. May, p. 46. t Ruiliw. vo1. iij. p. 946. 

:t Burnet's Mem. F• 154. Ru1hw. val. iii. p. 95'· 
King's 
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Chap. IV. King's prepoffeffions, but gave full indulgence to their ow~ .. They voted ~pifco-
1639• pacy to be tmlawful in the church of Scotland: He. was ~1llmg t~ allow It con. 

trary to the conftitutions of that church. T~ey ibgmat1fed the hturg~ and ea-
' nons, as popifh: He agreed fimply to abohili. them. They denommated the 
hiah commiffion, tyranny: He was content to fet it afide *. The parliament, 
which fat after the aifembly, advanced pretenfions, which tended to diminifh tlie 
civil power of the monarch; and what probably affected Charles much more, 
they were proceeding to ratify the acts of affembly, when, t by the King's in
ftructions, Traquaire, the commiffioner, prorogued them. And on account of 

War:renewed. thefe claims, which might eafily have been forefeen, was the war renewed; with 
great advantages on the fide of the covenanters, and difadvantages on that of the 
King. 

No fooner had Charles concluded the pacification without conditions, than the 
neceffity of his affairs, and his want of n1oney, obliged hin1 to di1band his army; 
and, as they had been held together folely by mercenary views, it was not pof
fible, without great trouble, and expence, and lofs of time, again to affemble 
them. The more prudent covenanters had concluded, that their pretenfions be
ing fo contrary to the intereft, and ftill more to the inclinations, of the King, it 
was likely, that they fhould again be obliged to fupport their caufe by arms ; 
and they were therefore careful, in difmiffing their troops, to preferve nothing 
but the appearance of a pacific difpofition. The officers had orders to be ready 
on the firft fummons: The foldiers were warned not to think the nation fecure 
from an Englifh invafion : And the religious zeal, which animated all ranks of 
men, made them immediately fly to their ftandards, fo foon as the trumpet was 
founded by their fpiritual and temporal leaders. The credit, which, in their 
laft expedition, they had acquired, by obliging their fovereign to depart from 

.all his pretenfions, gave courage to every one, in undertaking this new enter
prize :1:· 

1640. THE King, with great difficulty, made fhift to draw together an army: But 
foon found, that, all favings being gone, and great debts contracted, his reve
nues would be infufficient to fupport them. An Englifh parliament, therefore, 

April 13th. c 1 r k 
10rmer y 10 un ind and untraB:able, mufl: now, after above eleven years intermif-
fion, after trying many irregular methods of taxation, after multiplied difgufts 

4th Engli!h given to the puritanical party, be fummoned to a!femble, amidll: the moft pref
parliame:)t, fing neceffities of the crown. 

J 

THE Earl of Traquaire had intercepted a lette,r, wrote to the King of France 
by the Scots malecontents; and had conveyed this letter to the King. Charles, 

* Ruiliw. vol. ii;. p. 958, &c. t Ruiliw. vol. iii. p. 955• 
:t Clarendon, vol. i, p. 125. .Ruihw. vol. iii. p. 1023. 

partly 
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Partly repenting of the large conceffions which he had made to the Scots, partly V 
Chap. I • 

difgufted at their fre!h 1nfo1ences and pretenfions, feized this opportunity of 164o. 
breaking with them. He had thrown into the 1"'ower, the Lord Loudon, com
miffioner from the covenanters ; one of the perfons who had figned the treafon-
able letter *. And he now laid the matter before the parliament, whom he hoped 
to inflame by the refentment, and alarm by the danger, of this application to a 
foreign power. By tne mouth of the Lord keeper, Finch, he difcovered his 
wants, and informed them, that he had been able to a!femble his army, and to 
fubftft them, not by any revenue which he poffeffcd, but by means of a large 
debt of above 30e>)ooo pounds, which he had contracted, and for which he lud 
given fecurity upon the crown-lands. He reprefentcd, That it was nece!r1ry to 
grant fupplies for the immediate and urgent demands of his military armaments: 
1~hat the feafon was far advanced, the time precious, and none of it mu!l: be loft 
in deliberation : That tho' his coffers were empty, they had not been exhaufred 
by unneceffary pomp, or fumptuous buildings, or any other kind of magnifi-
cence: That whatever fupplies had been levied from his fubjects, had been em~ 

, played for their advant:1ge and prefervation, an like vapours riftng out of the 
earth, and gathered into a cloud, had fallen in f weet and refrefhing fhowers on 
the fame fields from which they had, at firft, been exhaled : That tho' he defired 
fuch immediate affifrance as might prevent, for the time, a total diforder in the 
government, he was far from any intention of preeluding them of their right to 
inquire into the ftate of the kingdom,. and to offer him petitions for the redrefs of 
their grievances : That as much as was poffible of this feafon fhould be afterwards 
allowed them for that purpofe: That as he expected only fuch fupply at prefent 
as the current fervice neceffarily required, it would be nece!fary to affemble then1 
again next winter, when they fhould have fullleifure to conclude whatever bufi
nefs had, this feafon, been left imperfect and unfini!hed : That the parliament of 
Ireland had twice put fuch truft in his good intentions as to grant him, in the 
beginning of the feffion, a very large fupply, and had ever experienced good ef
feCts fron1 the confidence repofed in him : And that, in every circumftance, his 
people fhould find his conduct fuitable to a juft, pious, and gracious King, and 
fuch as was calculated to promote an intire harn1ony between prince and parlia ... 
tnent t. 

I-IowEVER plaufible thefe topics, they made fi11all impreffion on the houfe of 
commons. By fome illegal, and feveral fufpicious and imprudent meafures of the 
crown, and by the courageous oppofition, which particular perfons, amidft dan
gers and hardfhips, had made to them ; the minds of men, throughout the nati-

* Clarendon, vol. i. p. 129. RuJbw. vol. iii. F· 95~. 'May, F· j6. 
i· Ruihw. vol. iii. p. 1114. 
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on, had taken fuch a turn as to afcribe every honour to the refractory oppofers of 

the King and the minifters. Thefe were the only patriots, the only lovers of 

their country, the only heroes, and, perhaps too, the only true Chriftians. · A 

reafonable compliance with the court, was £1aviil1 dependance ; a regard to the 

King, fervile flattery ; a confidence in his promifes, lhameful proftitution. This 

general caft of thought, which has, more or lefs, prevailed in England, during 

near a century and a half, and which has been the caufe of much -good and much 

ill in public affairs, never· predominated more than during the reign of Charles. 

'fhe prefent houfe of commons, being compofed intirely of country- gentlemen, 

"\vho came into patliament with all their native prejudices about them, could not 

fail to contain a majority of thefe fl:ubborn patriots. 

ArF A 1 R s like wife, by means of the Scots infurreetion, and the general difcon

tents in England, were drawing fo near a crifis, that the leaders of the houfe, fa

gacious and penetrating, began to forefee the confequences, and to hope, that the 

time, fo long wifhed for, was now come, when royal authority muft fall into a 

total fubordination on popular affemblies, and when public liberty muft acquire 

a full afcendant. By reducing the crown to neceffities, they had hitherto found, 

that the King had beert pulhed ·into violent councils, which had ferved extremely 

the purpofes of his adverfaries: And by multiplying thefe ne:ceffities, it was fore

feen, that his prerogative, undermined on all fides, muft, at ]afl:, be overthrown, 

and be no longer dangerous to the privileges of the people. Whatever, there

fore, tended to mpofe the differences between King and parliament, and to pre

ferve the government uniformly in its prefent channel, was zealouily oppofed by 

thefe popular leaders ; and their paft c0nduB: and fufferings gave them credit fuf~ 

ficient to effect all their purpofes. 

'Trs the fituation which decides chiefly of the fortunes and charaCters of men. 

·The King, it mufl: be owned, tho' praifeworthy in many refpetl:s, was not en

dowed with that ma~erly genius, which might enable him to obferve>, in their in

fancy, the changes that arofe in national manners, and know how to accommo

date his conduct to them. He had not perceived, that his beft policy was not, 

by oppofition, much lefs by invafions and encroachments, to enrage the republi

can fpirit of the people ; but that he ought, by gently departing fro31 fome 

branches of his hereditary auth~rity, to endeavour, as far as poffible, to prererve 

the reft from the inroads of his jealous fubjeCts. Still tenacious of his preroga

tive, he found, that he could not preferve the old claims of the crown without 

a!fuming new ones : A principle fimilar to that which many of his fubjeCts feem 

to have formed with regard to the liberties of the people. 

THE houfe of commons, therefore, moved by thefe and many other obvious 

reafons, inftead of taking notice of the king's complaints againft his Scots fub

jeets, or his applications for fupply, entered immediately upon grievances; and 

1 a 
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.a fpeech, which Pym made them on that fubject, was much more hearkened to, Chap .. IV, 

than that which the Lord keeper had delivered them in the name of their fove- t64o. 

reign. The fubjeCl: of Pym's harangue has been fufficiently explained above; 
where we gave an account of all the grievances, imaginary in the church, more 

real in the ftate, of which the nation, at that time, fo loudly complained*. The 
houfe began with examining the behaviour of the fpeaker the lafl: day of the for-

mer parliament; when he refufed, _on account of the King's command, to put 
the queftion : And they declared it a breach of privilege. They proceeded next to 

enquire into the imprifonrnent and profecution of Sir John Elliot, Hollis, and 
Valentine t: The affair of ihip-money was canvaifed: And plentiful fubjeCl: of 
inquiry was fuggefted on all hands. Grievances were regularly claifed under 

three heads ; thofe with regard to the privileges of parliament, the property of 

the fubjeCl:, and religion :J:. The King, feeing a large and inexhaufl:ible field o .. 
pened, preffed them again for fupply; and finding his meffage ineffectual, he came 
to the houfe of peers, and defired their good offices with the commons. The 

peers were very fenfible of the King's urgent neceffities ; and thought, that [up-
plies, on this occafion, ought, both in reafon and in decency, to go before grie-
vances. They ventured to reprefent their fenfe of the n1atter to the commons; 
but their interceffion did harm. The commons had always claimed, as their pe-
culiar province, the ·granting fupplies; and, tho' the peers had gone no farther 
than offering advice, they .immediately thought proper to vote fo unufual and un

precedented an interpofition to be a breach of privilege §. Ch~rles, in rder to 

bring the matter of fupply to fome iifue, folicited the houfe with new meffages : 
And finding, that the bufinefs of !hip-money gave great alarm and difguft; be

fides informing them, that he never intended to make a conftant revenue of it, 
that all the money levied had been regularly, with other great fums, expended on 
equipping the navy ; he now went fo far as to offer them intirely to abolifh that 
impofition, by any law which the commons ihould think proper to prefent to hin1. 

In return, he asked only for his urgent neceffities, a fupply of twelve fubfidies, 
about 6oo,ooo pounds, and that payable in three years; but, .at the fame time, 

he let them know, that confidering the .fituation of his affairs, a delay would be 
equivalent to a denial 11· The King, tho' the n1ajority was againft him, never 
had more friends in any houfe of commons; and the debate was carried on for 

two days, with great zeal and warmth on both fides. 

IT was urged by the partizans of the court, That the happieft occafion, which 
the fondeft willies could fuggeft, was now prefented, of compo.fing all difgufts 

• Clarendon, vol. i. p. 133· Ru!hw. vol. iii. p. Ii31. May, p. 6o. t Rufhw. vol. iii. 
p. I I 36. t Rufinv. vol. iii. p. I 147· § Clarendon, vo!, i. P· I34· 

U Clarendon, vol. i. p. 13 5• Rulhw. vol. iii. p. I 1 54-· 
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Chap. IV. and jealoufies between King and peopl~, and of reco~ciling the~r fovereign, for 
164-o. ever, to the ufe of parliaments. That tf they, on the1r part, la1d afide all enor-

mous claims and pretenfions, and provided, in a reafonable manner, for the pub· 
lie neceffities ; they needed entertain no fufpi~ion of any infatiable ambition or 
illeoalufurpation in the crown. That tho' due regard had not always been paid, 
during this reign , to the rights of the people, yet no invafion of them had been 
altogether de\ i b~ rate and voluntary; much lefs, the refult of wanton tyranny and 
injuftice; and frill lefs, of a formed defign to fubvert the conftitution. That to 
repofe a reafonable confidence in the King, and generouOy fupply his prefent 
wants, which proceeded neither from prodigality nor mifconduet, would be the 
true way to gain on his generous nature, and to extort, by a gentle violence, 
fuch conceffions as were requifite for the eftabliibment of public liberty. That 
he had promifed, not only on the word of a prince, but alfo on that of a gen
tleman (the expreffion which he had been pleafed to ufe) that, after the fupply 
was granted , the parliament fhould frill have liberty to continue their delibera
tions : Could it be fufpeB:ed, that any man, any prince, much lefs fuch a one, · 
whofe word was, as yet, facred and inviolate, would, for fo fmall a motive, for
feit his honour, and, with it, all future trufi: and confidence, by breaking a pro
znife, fo public and fo folemn ? That even if the parliament fhould be deceived in 
repoGng this confidence in him, they neither loft any thing, nor incurred any 
danger; f111ce it was evidently neceffary, for the fecurity of public peace, to 
fupply him with money, in order to fupprefs the Scots rebellion. That he had 
fo far fuited his firfi: demands to their prejudices, that he only a:fked a fupply for 

a few months, and was willing, after fo fhort a truft, to fall again into depen
dance, and to truft thetn for his farther fupport and fubfifrence. That if he 
now feemed to defire fomething farther, he alfo made them, in return, a con
:fiderable offer, and was willing, for the future, to depend on them for a revenue, 
which was quite requiGte for public honour and fecurity. That the nature of 
the Englifh conftitution fuppofed a mutual confidence between King and parlia
ment : And if they ihould refufe it on their part, efpecially with circumftances 
of fuch outrage and indignity ; what could be expeCted but a total diffolution of 
government, and violent faCtions, followed by the moft dangerous convulfions 

and inteftine diforders? 

IN oppofition to thefe argun1ents, it was urged by the maTecontent party, That 
the court had difcovered, on their fide, but few fymptoms of that mutual truft 
and confidence, to which they now fo kindly invited the commons. That eleven 
years intermiffion of parliaments, the longefi: which was to be found in the Eng
lifh annals, was a fufficient indication of the jealoufy entertained againft the peo
ple; or rather of defi~~s forme? for the fuppreffion of all their liberties and pri
vileges. That the mmlil:ers mtght well plead neceffity ; nor could any thing, 

4 indeed, 
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indeed, be a flronger proof of fome invincible neceffity, than their embracing a 
meafure~ for which they had conceived fo violent an averfio~, as the aiTc rnbling 
of an Englifh parliament. That this neceffity, however, was purely minifrerial, 
·not national : And if the fame grievances, ecclefiaftic~l and civil, under which 
this nation itfelf laboured, had pu!hed the Scots to extremities ; was it requi-
fite, that the Englifh fhould forge their own chains, by impofing chains on their 
unhappy neighbours ? That the antient praB:ice of parliaments was to give 
grievances the precedency of fupply; and that this order, fo carefully obferved 
by their anceftors, was founded on a jealoufy inherent in the confiitution, and 
was never interpreted as any particular diffidence of the prefent fovereign. 1"' hat 
a pratl:ice, which had been upheld, during times the mofl: favourable to liberty, 
could not, in common prudence, be departed from, where fuch undeni'able rea
fons for fufpicion had been afforded. That it was ridiculous to plead the advanced 
feafon, and the urgent occafion for fupply ; when it plainly appeared, that, in 
order tq afford a pretence for this topic, and to feduce the commons, great poli
t"lcal contrivance had been employed. That the writs for eleCtions were iffued 
early in the winter; and if the meeting of the parliament had not purpofely been 
oelayed, till fo near the commencement of military operations, there had been 
leifure fufficient to have redreffed all national grievances, and to have proceeded 
after ~ards to an examination of the King's occafion for fupply t. That the inten
tion of fo grofs an artifice was to engage the commons, under pretence of necef
fity, to violate the regular order of parliament; and a precedent of that kind be
ing once tftablifhed, no inquiry into public meafures would afterwards be per
mitted. That fcarce any argument, more unfavourable, could be pleaded for 
fupply, than an offer to abolifh !hip- money; a taxation, the m oft illegal and the 
moft dangerous, which had ever, in any reign, been impofed upon the nation. 
And that, by bargaining for the remiffion of that duty, the commons would, in 
a manner, ratify the authority, by which it had been levied; or, at 1eaft, give 
encouragement for advancing new pretenfions of a like nature, in hopes of refign
ing them on like advantageous conditions. 

THESE reafons, joined to fo many occafions of ill humour, feemed to fway 
with the greater number: But to make the matter worfe, Sir Harry Vane, the 
fecretary, told the commons, without any authority from the King, that nothing 
lefs than twelve fubfidies would be accepted as a recompence for the abolition 
of !hip· money. This affertion, proceeding from the indifcretion, if we are 

t The reafon probably why the King fummoned a parliament fo late, was, that he was refohed 

to try, whether this houfe of commons would be more compliant than their predeceffors, and grant 

him fupply on any reafonable terms. The urgen cy of the occafion and the little time allowed for 

debate were motives and reafons, which he referved aoainft the malecontents in the houfe. He woul6l 
not truft them with a long feffions, till he had feen (;me better proofs of their compliance : A fenti

rnent natural enough in his fitoation. 
l Hhz not 



Chap. IV. 
164-o. 

Inrolution. 

2.36 HIS T 0 R Y oF GREAT BRIT A I N. 

not rather to call it, the treachery of Vane, difpleafed the houfe, by fhowing 

a ftiffnefs and rigidity in the King, which, in a claim fo ill grounded, was deemed 

inexcufable *. We are informed likewife, that fame nen, who were thought 

to underftand the ftate of the nation, affirmed in the h>ufe, that the amount of 

twelve fubfidies was a greater fum then could be four.d in all England. Such 

were the happy ignorance and inexperience of thofe times, with regard to 

't # taxes . 
THE King was in great doubt and perplexity. l-Ie faw, that his friends in 

the houfe, were out-numbered by his enemies, and that the fame councils were 

ftill prevalent, which had ever bred fuch oppofition md difturbance. lnftead 

of hoping, that any fupply would be given him, to carry on war againft the 

Scots, whom the majority of the houfe regarded as thdr beft friends and firmeft: 

allies; he expeEted every day, that they would prefent him an addrefs for mak· 

ing peace with thofe rebels. And if the houfe met ~ain, a vote, he was in· 

formed, would certainly pafs, to blaft his revenue of :hip-money ; and thereby 

renew all the oppofition, which, with fo much difficulq, he had furmounted, in 

levying that taxation. Where great evils lie on all fid:s, it is very difficult to 

follow the beft councils; nor is it any wonder, thal the King~ whofe capa

city was not equal to fituations of fuch extreme deJ[cacy, :!hould haftily have 

formed and executed a refolution of di!folving this parli1.ment : A meafure, how

ever of which he foon after repented, and which the fubfequent events, more 

than any (Onvincing reafon, inclined every one to ccndemn. The laft parlia.· 

ment, which had ended with fuch rigour and violence, had yet, at firft, covered 

their intentions with a greater appearance of moderaticn than this parliament had 

hitherto affumed. 

AN abrupt and vrolent di!folution muft neceffarily excite great difcontents 

among the people, who ufually put intire confidence in their reprefentatives, and. 

«txpeB: from them the redrefs of all grievances. As if there were not alreaay 

fuffi.cient grounds of complaint, the King perfevered ft~l in thofe councils, which, 

from experience, he might have been fenfible, were ro dangerous and unpopu

lar. Bellafis and Sir John Hotham were fummoned before the council; and re

fufing to give any account of their conduct in parliatnent, were committed to 

prifon. All the petitions and complaints, which had been fent to the committee 

of religion, were demanded from Crew,. chairman to that committee; and on 

his refufal to deliver them, he was fent to the Tower. The ftudies and even the

pockets of the Earl of Warwick and Lord Broke, before the ex-piration of pri

vilege, were fearched, in expectation of finding treawnable papers. Thefe acts 

0f authority were interpreted, with fame appearance of reafon, to be invafions; 

. Clarendon, vol. i. p. I 3 8. t Id. p. 136. 
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on the rights of nation;l affemblies *. But the King, after the firfi: provocation, 
which he met with, never refpeB:ed fufficiently the privileges of the parliament ; 
and, by his example, he farther confirmed their refolution, when they fl1oul0 ac
quire power, to pay like difregard to the prerogatives of the crown. 

THo' the parliament was diffolved, the convocation was frill allowed to fit;. 

a practice, of which, fince the reformation, there were but few in !lances t, and 
which was, for that reafon, fuppofed by many to be irregular. Befides granting 
to the King a fupply from th~ fpirituality, and framing many canons, the con
vocation, j ealous of like innovations with thofe, which had taken place in Scot
land, impofed an oath on the clergy, and the graduates in the univerfities, by 
which every one fwore to maintain the efl:abli!hed government of the church by 
archbifhops, bffhops, deans, chapters, &c. :f: Thefe fieps, in the prefent dif
contented humour of the nation, were commonly deemed illegal; becaufe not ra
tified by confent of parliament, in whom all authority was fuppofed to be cen
tered. And nothing, befides, could afford more fubject of ridicule, than an oath,. 
which contained an et ctCtra in the midfl: of it. 

THE people, who generalfy abhorred the convocation as much as they adored Difcontentsill 

the parliament, could fcarce be kept from infulting and abuung this alfembly; England.. 

and the King was obliged to give them guards, in order to protect them §. An 
attack too was made during the night upon Laud, in his palace of Lambeth, by 
above 500 perfons; and he found it neceffary to fortify himfelf for his defence n. 
A multitude of two thoufand feCtaries entered St. Paul's, where the high commif-
fion then fat ; tore down all the benches; and cried out,. No bifhops, ;zo high com-

miflion **. All thefe inftances ofdifcontent were prefages of fome great revolution;: 
had the court poffdfed fufficient fkill to difcern the danger, or fufficient power tOI 
j>rovide againft it. 

IN this difpofition of mens minds, it was in vain, that the King ilfued a. 
declaration, in order to convince his people of the neceffity, which he Jay under,. 
~f diffolving the laft parliament tt. The chief topic, on which he infifted,. wad· 
that the commons imitated the bad example of all their predeceffors of late 
years, in making continual encroachments on his authority, in cenfuring his. 
whole adminifl:ration and conduCt, in difcuffing every circumftance of public go
vernment, and in their indirect bargaining and contraCting with their king for: 
fupply; as if nothing ought to be given him but what he .fhould purchafe, either 

• Rufhworth, vo]. iii. p. 1167. May, p. 6 r .. 
t There was one in 1 s86. See hi.ftory of Archbifhop Laud, p. 8o. The authority of the convo. 

ation was indeed quite independant of the parliament,. and the.re was no reafon, which required the: 

one to be dinolved upon the diifolution of the other •. 

t Whitlocke, p. 33· § Whitlocke, p. 33· 11 Dudgale, p. 6z. Clarendon, vol. i. 
p .. '43-- •• D\tdgale, p. 65. tt RuiliworthJ vol. iii. p. I I 66_ 
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Chap. IV. , by quitting fomewhat of his royal prerogative, or by diminiihing and leffening 

164°· his ftanding revenue. Thefe ,praCtices, he faid, were contrary to the maxims 

of their anceftors; and thefe praCtices were totally incompatible with monarchy~. 
THE 

* IT muft be confe!Te::d, that the King here touched upon that circarnftance in the Englifh confi:itu4 

tion, which it is mpft difficult, or rather altogether impoffible, to regulate by laws, and which mufl: 

h ~ governed by certain delicate id e~s of propriety and decency, rather than by any exaCl: rule or pre

fcription. To deny the parliament all r ight of remonftrating a~ainft what they e!leem grievances, 

were to reduce that afiembly to a total infignificancy, and to deprive the people of every advantage, 

w hich they could reap from popular councils. To complain of the parliament's employing the power 

of taxations, as the means of exton ing conceffions from their fovereign, were to expect, that they 

would intirely difarm themfelves, and renounce the foie expedient, provided by' the conftitution, for 

enfuring to the kingdom a juft and legal adminiftration. In aifferent periods of Englifh ftory, there 

oc<:ur inftances of their remonftrating with their princes in the freeft manner, and fometimes of their 

refufing fupply, when difgufted with any circumftance of public conduct. 'Ti~, however, certain, that 

thi s power, tho' eifential to parliaments, may eafily be abufed, as well by the frequency and minute

nefs of their remonftrances, as by their intrufion into every part of the King's councils and deterrnina

tions. Under colour of ad\·ice, they may give difguifed orders; and in complaining of grievances, 

they may draw to themfelves every power of government. W~hatever meafure is embraced, \\ithout 

confulting them, may be pronounced an oppreffion of the people; and till correcred, they may refufe 

the moft nece!Tary fupplies to their indigent fovereign. From the very nature of this parliamentary liber

ty, 'tis evident, that it mufr be left unbounded by law: For who can foretPII, how frequently grievan

ces may o~cur, or what part of adminiHra•ion may be affcCI:ed by them? From the n:1ture too of the 

11Uman frame, it may be expetted, that this liberty would be exerted in its full extent, and no branch 

of authority be allowed to rem~in unmolefted in the hands of the prince: For, will the weak limita

tions of refpect and decorum be fufficient to reftrain human ambition, which fc frequently breaks thro' 

all .the prefcriptions of Jaw and juftice r 
BuT here it is obfervable, that the w ifdom of the Englifh conftitution, or rather the concurrence of 

accident~, has provided, in different periods, certain irregular checks to this privilege of parliament, 

and thereby maintained, in fome tolerable meafure, the dign~ty and authority of the crown. 

IN the antit'nt conftitution, before the beginning of the feventeenth century, the mee tingc; of pJr

liament were precarious, and were not frequent. The feffions were very fhort; and the members had 

no Ieifure, either to get acquainted with each other, or with pub!ic bufinefs. The ignorance of the 

age made men more fubmiffive to that authority, which governed them. And above all, the large 

demefnes of the crown, with the frnall expence of government during that period, rendered the 

prince almoft independent, and taught the parliament to pre(erve a great fubmiffion and duty towards 

him. 

IN our prefent conftitution, many acciden~s, which have rendered governments, every where, as 

well as in Britain, much more bunhenfome than 'formerly, have thown into the hands of the crown 

the difpofal of a very large revenue, and have enabled the king, by the private intereft and ambition 

-of the members, to reftrain the public intereft and ambition of the body. While the oppofition, (for 

we muil: frill have an oppofition, open or di(5uifed) endeavours to draw every branch of adminifl:ration 

under the cognizance of parliament, the courtiers referve a part to the difpofal of the crown; and the 

royal prerogative, tho' diminiihed of its antient powers, .ftill maintains a due weight in the balance 

of the confiitution~ · 
IT 
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THE King difappointed of parliamentary fubfidies, was obliged to have recourfe 

to other expedients, in order to fupply his urgent neceffities. The ecclefiafl:ical 

fubfidies ferved him in fame ftead ; and it feemed but juft, that the clergy fhould 

contribute to a war, which was, in a great meafure, of their own raifing *'. He 
borrowed money from his minifters and courtiers ; and fo much was he beloved 

among them, that above 3oo,ooo pounds were fubfcribed in a few days : Tho' 

nothing furely could be more difagreeable to a prince, full of dignity, than to 

be a burthen on his friends, inflead of being a fupport to them. Some attempts 

were made towards forcing a loan fron1 the citizens ; but ftill repelled by the 

fpirit of liberty, which was now become unconquerable t. A loan of 4o,ooo 
pounds was extorted from the Spanifh merchants, who had bullion in the Tower, , 
expofed to the attempts of the King. Coat and conduct-money for the f{)ldiery 
was levied on the counties; an antient praCtice :J:, but fuppofed to be abolifhed by 
the petition of right. All the pepper was bought from the Eaft-India~company 
upon truft, and fold, at great difcount, for ready money §. A fcheme was pro

pofed for coining 2 or 30o,ooo pounds of bafe money 11· Such were the extremi

ties to which Charles was reduced. The frefh difficulties, which, amidft the pre:

fent diftreifes, were, every day, raifed, with regard to the payment of fhip-money, 

IT was the fate of the houfe of Stuart to govern England at . a period, when the former foarce of 
authority was already much diminilhed, and before the latter began to flow in any tolerable abundance • . 

Without a regular and fixed foundation, the throne continually tottered ; and the p;ince fat upon it 
anxioufly and precarioufly. Every expedient, ufed by James and Charles, in order to fupport their 

dignity, we have feen attended with fenfible inconveniencies. The majefiy of the crown, derived 

from antient powers and prerogatives, procured refpect; and checked the approaches of infolent in-

truders: But it begot in the King fo high an idea of his own rank and ftation, as made him inc1pable 

of ftooping to popular courfes, or fubmit~ing, in any degree, to the controul of parliament. The 

alliance with the hierarchy ftrengthened law by the fanction of religion : But it enraged the puritani

cal party, and expofed the prince to the .uta ks of enemies, numerous, violent, and implacable. The 
memory too of thefe two k ings,. from like caufes, has been attended, in fame degree, with the fame 

infelicity, which purfued them during the whole . courfe of their lives. Tho' it muft be confeffed, 

that their !kill in governn_ent was not proportioned to the extreme delicacy of their fituation ; a fuffi

cient indulgence has n()t been given them, and all the blame, by feveral hillorians, has been unjufily 

thrown on their fide. Their violations of law, particularly thofe of Charles, are fometimes tranf

greffions of a plain limit, which was marked out to royal authority. But the encroachments of the 

commons, tho' lefs pofitive and determinate, are no lefs difcernible by good judges, and were equally 

capable of deftroying the juft balance of the conftitution. While they exercifed the power~, tranf

mitted to them, in a manner more independent, and lefs compliant, than had ever before been prac

tifed; the kings were, perhaps imprudently, but, as they imagined, from neceffity, tempted to af

fume power:, which had fcarce ever been exercifed, or had been exercifed in a different manner, by 
the crown. And from the lhock of thefe oppofite pretenfions, together wich religious controvc::rfy) 

arofe all the faclions, convullions, and diforders, which attended that period. 

• May, P· 48. t Rulhw. vol. iii, p. 1181. t Rufhw. vol. i. p. _168 •. 
§ May, P• 63. U Ru!hw. vol. iii. p. 1216. Ma-y, p. 63. 
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Chap. IV. obliged him to exert continual aCts of authority, augmented extremely the dif-
1640· contents of the people, and increafed his indigence and neceffities §. 

THE prefent expedients, however, enabled the King, tho' with great difficulty, 
to march his army, confifting of I 9,ooo foot and 2000 horfe ~. The Earl of Nor
thumberland was appointed general : The Earl of Strafford, who was called over 
from Ireland, lieutenant-general: Lord Conway, general of the horfe. A very 
fmall fleet was thought fufficient to ferve the purpofes of this expedition. 

So great are the effects of zeal and unanimity, that the Scots army, tho' fame
what fuperior, were fooner ready than the King's; and advanced to the borders of 
Englana. 'I'o engage them to proceed, be (ides their general know lege of the fe. 
cret difcontents of that kingdom, Lord Saville had forged a letter, in the name of 
fix noblemen, the moft confiderable of England, in which the Scots were in
vited to afiift their neighbours, in procuring a redrefs of their grievances t. Not
withftanding thefe warlike preparations and hoftile attempts, the covenanters frill 

h fA preferved the moft pacific and n1oft fubmiffive language; and entered England, 
20

t 
0 ug. as they faid, with no other view, than to obtain accefs to the King's prefence, 

and lay their humble petition at his royal feet. At Newburn upon Tyne, they 
were oppofed by a detachment of 4500 men under Conway, who feemed refo
lute to difpute with them the paffage of the river. The Scots firft entreated 
~them, with great civility, not to ftop thern in their march to their gracious fove-

2sth of Aug. reign; and then attacked them with great bravery, killed fevera1, and chaced the 
Rout at New- refi: from their ground. Such a panic feized the whole Englifh army, that the 
burn. forces at Newcaftle fled immediately to Durham; and not yet thinking them· 

felves fafe, they deferted that town, and retreated into York !hire :J:. 
THE Scots took poffeffion of Newcaftle; and tho' fufficiently elated with ... 

their victory, they preferved e"aCl: difcipline, and perfevered in their refolution 
of paying for every thing, in order to maintain frill the appearance of an amicable 
correfpondence with England. They alfo difpatched meffengers to the King, 
who was arrived at York; and they took care, after the advantage, which they 
had obtained, to redouble their expreffions of loyalty, duty, and fubmiffion 
to his perfon, and even made apologies, full of forrow and contrition, for their 
late viCtory 11· 

CHARLES was in a very diftreffed fituation. The nation was univerfally and 
highly difcontented. The army was difcouraged, and began likewife to be dif
contented, both from the contagion of general difgufr, and as an excufe for 
their mifbehaviour, which they were defirous of reprefenting rather as want of 
will than of courage to fight. The treafury too was quite exhaufted, and every 
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expedient for a fupp1y had been tried to the uttermoft. No event had happened, 
but what might have been forefeen as neceffary, or at leaft, as very probable ; yet 
fuch was the King's fituation, that no provifion could be made, nor was even any 
refolution taken, againft fuch an exigency. 

Chap. IV. 
I6fo. 

I:N order to prevent the advance of the Scots upon him, the King agreed to a Treaty at 

treaty, and named fixteen Eng1i1h noblemen, who met with eleven Scots corn- at R ippon. 

miffioners at Rippon. The Earls of Hertford, Bedford, Saliibury, Warwic, 
Effex, Holland, Briftol, and Berkfhire, the Lords Kimbolton, Wharton, Dunf-
Inore, Paget, Broke, Saville, Paulet, and Howard of Efcric, were chofen by the 
King; all of them popular men, and confequently fuppofed nowife averfe to the 

-Scots invafion, nor unacceptable to that nation *. 
AN addrefs arrived from the city of London, petitioning for a parliament; the 

great point, to which all mens projects at this time tended t. Twelve noblemen 
prefented a petition to the fame purpofe :f:. But the King contented himfelf with 
fummoning a great council of the peers to York; a meafure which had formerly 
been taken in cafes of fudden emergency, but which, at prefent, could ferve to 
no manne-r of purpofe. Perhaps, the King, who dreaded, above all things, the 
houfe of commons, and who expech:d no fupply from them on any reafonable 
terms, thought, that, in his prefent urgent diftreffes, he might be enabled to 
levy fubfidies by the authority of the peers alone. But the employing, fo long, 
a plea of neceffity, which was very diftant and doubtful, rendered it impoffible 
for him to avail himfelf of a necefiity, which was now at !aft become rea], urgent, 
and inevitable. 

Bv Northumberland's ficknefs, the command of the army had devolved on 
Strafford. That no.bleman poffeffed more vigour of mind than the King or any 
of the council. He advifed Charles rather to put all to hazard, than fubmit to 
fuch unworthy terms as were likely to be impofed upon him. · The lofs, fuftained 
at Newburn, he faid, was inconfiderable; and tho' a panic had, for the time, 
feized the army, that was nothing ftrange among new levied troops; and the 
Scots, being in the fame condition, would, no doubt, be liable, in their turn, 
to a like accident. His opinion, therefore, was, that the King lhould pu!h for
ward, and attack the Scots, and bring the affair to a quick decifion ; and, if he was 
ever fo unfuccefsful, nothing worfe could befal him, than what, from his inactivity, 
he would certainly be expofed to 11. To lhow how eafy it would be to execute 
this project, he ordered an affault to be made on fome quarters of the Scots, 
and he gained an advantage over them. No ceffation of arms had, as yet, been 
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HISTORY oF GREAT BRITAIN. 

agreed to, during the treaty at Rippon; yet great clamour prevailed, on account 

of h1s ~a of hoftilicy. And when it was Known, that the officer, who con· 

duete'] t: e attack, was a papift, a violent outcry was raifed againft the King, for 

employing that hated feet, in the murder of his proteftant fubjeCl:s *· 
I r may be worthy of remark, that feve ral mutinies had arifen among the . 

Englilh troops, when marching to j0in the army ; and fome officers had beert 

murdered, merely on the fufpicion of their being papifb t. The petition of right 

had abolifhed all martial law; and by an inconvenience, which naturally at~ 

tended the plan, as yet, new and unformed, of regular and rigid liberty, it was 

found abfolutely impoffible for the generals to govern the army, by all the au

thority, which the King could legally confer upon them. The lawyers had d~ 

dared, that martial law could not be exercifed, except in the very prefence of 

an enemy ; and becaufe it had been found neceffary to execute a mutineer, the 

generals thought it advifeable, for their- fafety, to apply for a pardon from the 

crown. This weaknefs, however, was carefully concealed from the army; and 

Lord Con way faid, that, if any lawyer was fo imprudent as to difcover the fecret 

to the foldiers, it would be neceifary inftantly to refute him, and to hang the 

lawyer himfelf, by fentence of a court~ martial :f:. 
AN army new levied, . undifciplined, frightened, feditious, ill-paid, and go" 

verned by no proper authority, was very unfit for withftanding a victorious 

and high fpirited enemy, and retaining in fubjection a difcontented and zealous 

nation. 

z4th of Sept. CHARLES, in defpair of being ab1e to ftem the torrent, at laft refolved to yieid 

· . to it: Ancl as he forefaw, . that the great council of the ,peers would advife him 

Great councd ll 1. 
. . 

of the peers. to ea a par tament, he told them, m hts firfr fpeech, that he had already taken 

that refoluti0n. He informed them Iikewife, that the Qyeen, in a letter, which 

ihe had wrote to him, had very earneftly recommended that meafure. This 

good Prince, who was extremely attached to his confort, and who paffionately 

wifhed to render her popular in the nation,. forgot not, amidft all his diftrefs, the 

intereft of his domeftic tendernefs IJ. 

IN order to fubfift both armies (for the King was obligGd, in order to fave the 

northern counties, to pay his enemies) Charles wrote to the city, defiring a· loan 

of 20o,ooo pounds. And the peers at York, whofe authority was now much 

greater than that of their fovereign, joined in the fame requeft §. So low was 

this Prince already fallen, in the eyes of his own fubjetl:s! 

As many difficulties occurred in the negotiation with the Scots, it was pro .. 

pofed to transfer the treaty from Rippon to London: A propofal willingly em· 
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bra-ced by the Scots, who were now fure of treating with advantage, in a place, eh IV ap. . 
where the King, they forefaw, would be, in a manner, a prifoner, in the midft of t6fo· 

bis implacable enemies and their determined friends *. 

C H A P. V. 

lrfeeti11g of the long parliament.--Strafford and Laud z'mpeached.
Finch and Windbank jly.--Great authority~ of the commons.-
'I'he bijhops attacked.--'I'onnage and toundage .--Triennial bill. 
--Strqlford's trial.--Bill oj' attainder.--Execution if Straf-
ford.--High-commijfion and fiar-chamber abolijhed.--King's jour

ney to Scotland. 

T HE caufes of difguft, which, for above thirty years, had, every dJy, been 16 .o. 

multi~.lying in England, were now come to full maturity, and threatened 
the kingdom with fome great revolution or convulfion. 'l he uncertain and un-

defin-.:J limits of prerogative and privilege had been eag~rl y difputed during that 

whole period ; and in every controverfy between prince and people, the queftion, 

however doubtful, had always been decided by each party, in favour of its own 

pretenf1ons. Too lightly moved by the appearance of neceffity, the King had 
even affumed powers, incompatible with the principles· of limited government, 

and had rendered it impoffible for his moft: zealous partizans entirely to juflify 

his conduct, except by topics fo odious, that they were more fitted, in the pre-

fent difpof1tion of mens minds, to inflame, than appeafe, the general difcontent. 

Thofe great fupports of public authority, law and rdigion, had likewife, by the 

unbounded compliance of judges and prdates, loft much of their influence over 

the people; or rather, had, in a great tneafure, gone over to the fide of faction, 
and authorized the fpirit of oppofltion and rebellion. 1'hc nobility likewife, whom 

the King had no means of retaining by offices and preferments fuitable to their 

rank, had been feized with the general difcontent, and unwarily threw thcm-

'felves into the fcale, which began already too much to preponderate. Senfible 

of fome encroachments, which had been made by royal authority, men ent r-

tained no jealoufy of the commons, whofe ent,erprifes, for the acquifition of 
power, had ever been covered with the appearance of public good, and had hi
therto gone no farther than fome difappointed efforts and endeavours. The pro

grefs of the Scots malecontents reduced the crown to an entire dependance for 

• Rufhw. vol. iii. p. 1305. 
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fuppJy: Their union with the popular party in England brought great acceffion 

of authority to the latter : The near profpect of fuccefs rouzed all the latent mur .. 

murs and pretenfions of the nation, which had hitherto been hdd in fuch violent 

conftraint : And the torrent of general inclination and opinion ran fo ftrong 

againft the court, that the King was in no fituation to refufe any reafonable pre .. 

tenGons of the popular leaders, either for defining or limiting the powers of his 

prerogative. Even many exorbitant claims, in the prefent fituation, would pro. 

bably be made, and muft neceffarily be complied with. 

THE triumph of the malecontents over the church was not yet fo immediau or 

certain. Tho' the political and religious puritans mutually lent affiftance to each 

(·_her, thPre were many who joined the former, and yet declined all manner of 

connexion with the latter. The hierarchy had been eftablifhed in England ever 

{}nee the reformation : The Romifh church, in all ages, had carefully maintained 

that form of ecclefiaftica] government : The antient fathers too bore tefi.in1ony to 

epifcopal jurifdiB:ion: And tho' parity may fee m at firft to have had place among 

~hriftian pafl:ors, the period, during which it prevailed, was fo fhort, that few 

tmdifputed traces of ic remained in hiftory. The bifhops and their more zealous 

partizans inferred thence the divine indefeizable right of prelacy :- Others regard

ed that inftitution as venerable and ufeful: And, if the love of novelty led fame 

to adopt the new rites and difcipline of the puritans; the reverence to antiquity 

retained many in their attachment to the liturgy and government of the church. 

lt behaved, therefore, the zealous innovators in parliament, to proceed with 

fome caution and referve. By promoting all meafures, which reduced the exor

bitant powers of the crown, they hoped to difarm the King, whom they juflly 

r·egarded, from principle, inclination, and policy, to be the determined patron 

of the hierarchy. By declaiming againfl: the fuppofed encr.oachments and tyran

ny of the prelates, they endeavoured to carry the nation, from a hatred of their 

perfons, to an oppofition againft their office and character. And when men 

were in lifted in party, it would not be difficult, they thought, to lead them by 

degrees into many meafures, for which they fonnerly entertained the greateft 

averfion. Tho' the new feEtaries compofed not, at firft, the majority of the na

tion, they were inflamed, as is ufual among innovators, with extreme zeal for· 

their opinions. Their unfurmountable paffion, difguifed to themfelves, as well 

as to others, under the appearance of holy fervours, wa~ well qualified to make 

profelytes, and to feize the minds of the ignorant multitude. And one furious. 

enthufiaft was able, by his acrive induftry' to furmount the indolent efforts of 

many fober and reafonable antagonifts. 

WHEN the nation, therefore, was fo generally difcontented, and little fufpi

ci<i>n was entertained of aAy defign to fubvert the church and monarchy; no· 

wonder, that almoft all eleCtions ran in favour of thofi., who, by, their high pre-

tenfions. 
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tenfions to piety and patr1otifm, had encouraged the national prejudices. 'Tis an· Chap. v. 
ufual compliment to regard the King's inclination in the choice of a fpeaker ; and 164°· 

Charles had intended to advance Gardiner, recorder of London, to that impor-
tant truft : But fo little interefr did the crown, at that time, poiTefs in the nation, 
that Gardiner was difappointed of his election, not only in London, but in every 
other place, where it was attempted: And the King was obliged to make the 
choice of fpeaker fall on Lenthal, a lawyer of fome charaCter, but not fufficiently 
qualified for fo high and difficult an office *. 

THE eager expectations of men with regar.J to a parliament, fummoned at fo Meeting of 

critical a junCture, and during fuch general difcontents ; a parliament, which, ;~e long par

from the fituation of public affairs, could not be abruptly diffolved, and which ~~::ber 3• 

was to execute every thing left unfinifhed by former parliaments ; thefe views, fo 
important and interefting, engaged the attendance of all the members; and the 
houfe of commons was never obferved to be, from the beginning, fo numerous 
and frequent. Without any interval, therefore, they entered upon bufinefs, and 
by unanimous confent they immediately ftruck a blow, which may, in a mar.ner, 
be regarded as decifi ve. 

THE Earl of Strafford was confidered as chief minifter of ftate, both on ac
count of the credit~ which he po.fTeffed with his mafter, and of his own great and 
uncommon vigour and capacity. By a concurrence of accidents, this man labour
ed under the fevere hatred of all the three nations, which compofed the Britdh 
n1onarchy. The Scots, whole authority now ran extremely high, looked on him 
as the capital enemy of their country, and one whofe councils and influence they 
had moft reafon to apprehend. He had engaged the parliament of Ireland to ad· 
vance large fubfidies, in order to lupport a war againft them : He had levied an 
army of gooo men, with which he had menaced all their weftern coafl:: He had 
obliged the Scots, who lived under his government, to renounce the covenant, 
their national idol : He had in Ireland proclaimed the Scots covenanters rebels 
and traitors, even before the King had iffued any fuch declaration againft them in 
England : And he had ever diffi1aded his m after againfr the late treaty and fufpen
fion of arms, which he regarded as dangerous and difhonourable. So avow~d 

and violent were the Scots in their refentment of all thefe meafures, that they had 
refufed to fend commiffioners to treat at York, as was firft propofed ; becaufe,. 
they faid, the lieutenant of Ireland, their capital enemy, being general of the 

ing's -forces, had there the chief command and authority. 

STR A FFOR n, firft as deputy, then as Lord lieutenant, had governed Ireland du·· 
ring eight years, with great vigilance, activity, and prudence, but with very lit-

• Clarendon, vol .. i .. p. 6g. 
l 



Chap. V. 
1640. 

H I S T 0 R Y o F G R E A T B R I T A I N. 

t]e popularity. In a nation fo averfe to the Englifh government and religion, 

thefe very virtues were fufficient to draw on him the public hatred. The manners 

too and charatl:er of this great man, tho' to all full of courtefy, and to his friends 

full of affeCtion, were, at bottom, haughty, rigid, and fevere. His authority 

and influence, during the time of his government, had been unlimited ; but no 

fooner did adverfity feize him, than the concealed averfion of the nation blazed 

up at once, and the Irifh parliament ufed every expedient to aggravate the charge 

againft him. 

THE univerfal difcontent, which prevailed in England againft the court, was all 

pointed towards the earl of Strafford ; tho' without any particular reafon, but be. 

caufe he was the minifrer of frate, whom the King moft favoured and moft trufr

ed. His extraCtion was honourable, his paternal fortune con!lderable : Yet envy 

attendtd his fudden and great elevation. And his former a!fociates in popular 

councils, finding, that he owed his advancement to the defertion of their caufe, 

reprefented him as the great apoftate of the commonwealth, whom it behaved 

them to facrifice, as a viEtim to public juftice. 

STRAFFOR D, fenfible of the load of popular prejudices, under which he labour· 

ed, would gladly have declined attendance on the parliament; and he begged 

the King's permiffiot:l to withdraw himfelf to his government of Ireland, or at 

]eafl: to remain at the head of the army in Yorldhire; where many opportunities, 

he hoped, wou!d offer, by reafon of his diftance, to eiude the attacks of his ene

mies. But Charles, who had entire confidence in the Earl's capacity, thought, 

that his councils would be extremely ufeful, during the critical feffion, which ap

proached. And when Strafford ftill infifted on the danger of appearing amidfl: 

fo many enraged enemies, the King, little apprehen!ive, that his own authority 

was fo fuddenly to expire, promifed him proteCtion, and aifured him, that not a 

1 air of his head ihould be touched by the par:iament *. 

1 xth of Ncv. No fooner was Strafford's arrival known, th:m a concerted attack was made up-

on him in the houfe of commons. Pym, in. a long, ftudied difcourfe, divided 

into many heads after his manner, enumerated all the grievances, under which 

the nation laboured ; and, from a complication of fuch oppreffions, inferred, that 

a deliberate plan hJd been formed of changing intir~ly the frame of government, 

and fubverting the ancient laws and liberties of the kingdom t. Could any 

thing, he faid, increafc our indignation againft fo enormous and criminal a pro-

. jeB:, it would be to find, that, during the reign of the bell: of princes, the confri

Strafford Im- tution had been endangered by the worft of miniflers, and that the virtues of the 
peacheJ. -

King had been feduced by wicked and pernicious councils. We muft inquire, 

• Whitloc·ke, p .. 36. t Ibid. 
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added he, from what fountain thefe waters of bitternefs flow; and tho' doubtlefs Chap. V. 

n1any evil counfellors will be found to have contributed their ende ~wours, yet 
16

4°· · 

is there one, who challenges the infamous pre-eminence, and who, by his cou-
rage, enterprize, and capacity, is in titled to the firft place among thefe betrayers 

of their country. He is the Earl of Strafford, lieutenant of Ireland, and prefi· 
dent of the council of York, who, in both places, and in all other provinces, 

where he has been entrufted with authority, has raifed ample monuments of ty-
ranny, and will appear, from a furvey of his actions, to be the chief promoter of 

every arbitrary council. Some inftances of imperious expreffions, as well as acti· 
ons, were given by Pym ; who afterwards entered into a more perfonal attack of 

that minifter, and endeavoured to expofe his whole charafter and manners. The · 

auitere genius of Strdfford, occupied in the purfuits of ambition, had not render-

ed his breaft altogether inacceffible to the tender paffions, or fecured him from the 

dominion of the fair; and in that fullen age, when the irregularities of pleafure 

were more reproachful than the n1oft odious crimes, thefe weakneffcs were · 

thought worthy of being mentioned, together with his treafons, before fo great 

an affembly. And, upon the whole, the orator concluded, that it belonged 

to the houfe to provide a remedy proportionable to the difeafe, and to prevent · 

the farther n1ifchiefs, jufl:ly to be apprehended from the influence which this man 1 

had acquired over the meafures and councils of their foverejgn *. 
SIR John Clotworthy, an Irifh gentleman, Sir John Hot ham of Y orkfhire, and 

many others, entered into the fame topics: And after feveral hours, fpent in bit· 

ter inveCtive, when the doors were locked, in order to prevent all difcovery of 

their purpofe ; it was moved, in confequence of the refolution fecretly taken, that 
Strafford !hould immediately be impeached of high treafon. This motion was , 

received with univerfal approbation ; nor was there, in all the debate, one per- · 

fon, who offered to ftop the torrent by any teftimony in favour of the Earl's 

conduCt. Lord Falkland alone, tho' known to be his enemy, modeitly ,defired 1 

the houfe to confider, whether it would not better fuit the graviry of their pro

ceedings, fidl: to digeft, by a committe~, many of thofe particulars, which had 1 

been mentioned, before th<ty fent up an accufation againfr him. It was ingenuouf

ly anfwered by Pym, That fuch a delay might probably blait all their hopes, and . 

put it out of their power to proceed any farther in the profecution: That when . 

Strafford fuould learn, that fo many of his enormities were difcovered, his confci
ence would diB:ate bis condemnation ; and fo great was his power and credit, he · ' 

would immediately procure the diffolution of the parliament, or attempt fon1e · 

other defperate meafure for his own prefervation: That the commons were only 1 

ac:cufers, not judges; and it was the province of the peers to determine, whether · 

~ Clarendon, vo). 1. p. !JZ· . 
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Chap . V. fuch a complication of enormous crimes, in one perfon, did not amount to the 

1 64°· higheil: crime known by the law *. Without farther debate, the accufation was 

voted : Pym was chofen to carry up the impeachment: Moft of the houfe accom

panied him on fo agreeable an errand : And Stratford, who had juft entered the 

houfe of peers, and who little expected fo fpeedy a profecution, was immediately, 

upon this general charge, ordered into cuftody, with feveral fymptoms of vio

lent prejudice in his judges, as well as in his profecutors. 

Laud im- IN the inquiry concerning grievances and the cenfure of paft n1eafures, Laud 

peached. could not long efcape the fevere fcrutiny of the commons ; who were led too, in 

their accufation of that prelate, as well by their prejudices again!l: his whole or

der, as by the extreme antipathy, which his intemperate zeal had drawn upon 

him. After a deliberation, which fcarce lafted half an hour, an impeachment for 

high treafon was refolved on againft this fubjeet, the firft, both in rank and in fa

vour, throughout the kiogdom. Tho' this incident, confidering the example of 

Strafford's impeachment, and the prefent difpofition of the nation and parliament, 

needed be no furprize to hin1; yet was he betrayed into fome paffion, when the 

accufation was prefented. :the commons thenifelves, he faid, tho' his accufets, did 

not believe him guilty of the crimes, with which they charged him: An indifcretion, 

which, next day, upon more mature deliberation, he defired leave to retraCt; 

but fo little favourable were the peers, that they refufed him this advantage or in

dulgence. Laud was immediately, upon this general charge, fequeftered from 

parliament, and committed to cufi:ody t. 
THE capital article, infifted on againft thefe two great men, was the defign, 

which the commons fuppofed to have been formed for fubverting the laws and 

confi:itution of England, and introducing arbitrary and unlimited authority into 

the kingdom. Of all the king's minifi:ers, no one was fo obnoxious in this re· 

fpect: as the Lord keeper, Finch. He it was, who, being fpeaker in the King's 

third parliament, had left the chair, and refufed to put the queftion, when order· 

ed by the houfe. The extrajudicial opinion of the judges in the cafe of fbip-mo

ney had been procured by his intrigues, perfuafions, and even menaces. In all 

unpopular and illegal meafures, he was ever moft aCl:ive ; and he was even belie-
' 

ved to have declared publicly, that while he was keeper, an order of the council 

fhould always with him be equivalent to a law. To appeafe the rifing difplea

fure of the commons, he defired to be heard at their bar. He proftrated himfelf 

with all humility before them ; but this fubmiffion availed him nothing. An 

impeachment was refolved on; and in order to efcape their fury, he thought 

Lord keeper proper fecretly to withdraw, and to retire into Holland. As he was not efteem

Finch flies. ed equal to Strafford or even to Laud, either in capacity or in fidelity to his maf-

• Clarendon, vol. i. p. 174· 
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er; it was generally believed, that his efcape had been connived at by the popu- Chap. v. 

Jar leaders*. His impeachment, however, in his abfence, was carried up to the 16+0 

houfe of peers. 

SIR Francis Windebank, the fecretary, was a creature of Laud; and that was 

fufficient reafon, for his being extremely obnoxious to the commons. lie was fe

cretly fufpeCl:ed too of the crime of popery; and it was known, that, from com

plaifance to the queen, and indeed in compliance with the King's maxims of go

vernment, he had granted many indulgencies to catholics, and had fig ned " ar

rants for the pardon of priefts, and their delivery from confinement. Grimftone, 

a popular member, called him in the houfe, the very pander and broker to the 

whore of Babylon t. Finding, that the fcrutiny of the commons was pointing 

towards him, and being fenfible, that England was no lon ___ t r a place of fafety forS .~ · et n ry . 
\\: mdebank 

men of his charaCter, he fuddenly made his tfcape into F rance . fl e~ . 

THus, in a few weeks, this houfe of commons, not oppofed or rath r fecond

ed by the peers, had produced fuch a revolution in the government, that the two 

mofi: powerful and n1oft favoured minifters of the King were thrown into the 

tower, and daily expeCted to be tried for their life: Two other mini!lers had, by 

flight alone, faved themfelves from a like fate : All the King's ferv ants fa w ev i

dently, that no protection could be given them by their ma!ler: .l\. new juriiaiB:i

on was ereCted, in the nation; and before that trib unal al l thofe trembled, who 

had b fore exulted moft in their credit and authority. 

WHAT rendered the power of the commons the more formidable, was the ex

tren1e prudence, with which it was conducted. Not contented with the authori ty, 

which they had acquired by attacking thefe great minifters ; they were refolvcd to 

render the moft confiderable bodies of the nation obnoxious to them. Tho' the 

idol of the people, they determined to fortify themfelves likewife with terrors, ~reat autho

and to overawe thofe, who might ftill be inclined to fupport the falling ruins ~f~~~~o~~~ 
monarchy. 

DuRING the late military operations, feveral powers had been exerted by the 

lieutenants and deputy-lieutenants of the counties : And th fe powers, tho' ne

ceffary for the defence of the nation, and even warranted by all former precedents, 

yet not being authorized by ftatute, were now voted to be illegal; and the pe rfons 

who had aifumed them, declared delinquents. This term was newly come into vogue, 

and expreffed a degree and fpecies of guilt, not exaCl:ly known nor aicertained. 

In confequence of that determination, many of the nobility and prime gentry of the 

nation, while only exerting, as they juftly thought, the legal powers of magiftr .1cy, 

unexpeCtedly found themfelves involved in the crime of delinquency. And the eo m-

• Clarendon, vol. i. p. 177. 
t Rull1w. vo!. v • .E· 122. 

VoL. V .. 

Whitlocke, p. 38. Rufhw. vol. v. p. I 29, q6. 

t Clarendon, vol. i. r· 17 8. \Vhitlocke, p. 3 7 • 
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1nons reaped this multiplied advantage by their vote: They difarmed the crown ; .. 

they eftabliilierl the maxims of rigid law and liberty ; and they fpread the terror 

of their own authority *. 
THE writs for fhip-mo 1ey had been directed to the fheriffs, who were required, 

and even obliged under fevere penalties, to affefs the fums upon individuals, and 

to levy them by their authority : Yet were all the fheriffs, and all thofe employed 

in that illegal fervice, voted, by a very rigorous fentence, to be delinquents. The 

King, by the maxims of law, could do no wrong: His minifters and fervants, 

of whatever degree, in cafe of any violation of the conftitution, were alone 

culpable t. 
ALL the farmers and officers of the cuftoms, who had been employed, during 

fo many years, in levying tonnage and poundage and the new impofitions, were 

likewife declared criminal, and were afterwards glad to compound for a pardon 

by paying a fine of J so,ooo pounds. 

EvERy difcretionary or arbitrary fentence of the ftar-chamber and high com

mifiion ; courts, which, from their very conftitution, were arbitrary ; under

went a fevere fcrutiny : And all thofe, who had any hand in fuch fentences, were 

voted to be liable to the penalties of law :f:. No minifter of the King, no member 

of the council, but what found himfelf expofed by this determination. 

THE judges, who had given their votes againft Hambden in the trial of fhip· 

nioney, \\ere accufed before the peers, and obliged to find fecurity for their ap

pearance. Berkeley, one of the judges of the king's bench, was feized by order of 

the houfe, even when fitting in his tribunal; and all men faw with afl:onifhment 

the irrefiftible authority of their j urifdicrion §. 

THE farB:ion of the lords and commons, as well as that of the King, was de

clared neceiTary for the confirmation of all ecclefiaftical canons 11 : And ~his judg

melit, it n.ufc be co·nfeffed, however reafonable, at leaft uft ful, it would have 

been difficult to juftify by any precedent ~. But the prefent was no time for quefti

on or difpute. That decifion, which abolifhed all legiflative power except that of 

parliament, was requifite for compleating the new plan of liberty, and render

ing it quite uniforn1 and fyftematica1. Almoft all the bench of bifhops, and the 

m oft confiderable of the inferior clergy, who had voted in the late convocation, 

· * Clarendon, vol. i. p. 176. t Clarendon, vol. i. p. 176. t Clarendon, 

vo1. i. p. 177· § Whitlocke, p. 39· 11 Nalfon, vol. i. p. G78. 

~ An aa of parliamen·, 25th Hen. v nr. cap. 19. allowed the convocation with the King's con

fcnt t make canom. By the famous act of fubmiffion to th t Prjnce, the ele-gy bound themfelves to 

enaB: n canons without the King's confent. The parliament was never mentioned nor thought of. 

Such pretenfions as the ~ommons advanced at prefent, would, in any former age, have been deemed 

ft ange ufmpa•ions. 
4 found 



CHARLES I, 

·ound themfelves expofed, by thefe new principles, to the imputation of delin

quency*. 
THE moft unpopular of all Charles's meafures, the mofl unpolitic, the moft 

oppreffive, and even, excepting fhip-money, the moft illegal, was the revival of 

monopolies, fo folemnly abolifhed, after re-iterated endeavours, by a recent act 

of parliament. Senfible of this unhappy meafure, the King had, of himfelf, re

called, during the time of his firft expedition againfl.- Scotl-and, many of thefe de

ftruetive patents, and the reil: were now annihilated by authority of parliament, 

and every one concerned in them declared delinquents. 1'be commons carried fo 

far their detefl:ation of this odious meafure, that they affumed a power whicl had 

formerly been feldom praetifed t, and expelled all their members, who were mo

nopolifts or projeCtors : An artifice, by which, belides increafing their own pri

vileges, they weakened ftill farther the very fmrrll party, which the King fecretly 

retained in the houfe. Mildmay, a notorious monopolift, yet having affuciated 

himfelf with the ruling party, was frill allowed to keep his feat. In all queftions 

indeed of eleCtions, no il:eady rule of decifion was obferved; and nothii~g farther 

was regarded than the affeCtions and attachment of the parties t· Mens paffi

ons were too much heated to be !hocked with any inftance of injuftice, whi " h 

ferved ends fo popular as thofe purfued by this hou fe of commons. 

THE whole fovereign power being thus, in a manner, transferred to the corn· 

mons, and the government, without any feeming violence or diforder, changed, 

in a moment, from a monarchy, almofl: abfolute, to a pure democracy ; , the popu

lar leaders feemed willing, for fome time, to fufpend their aCl:ive vigour, and to 

confolidate their authority, ere they proceeded to any violent exercife of it. E

very d 1y produced fome new harangue on pafl: grievances. The deteftation of 

former u[urpations, was farther enlivened : The jealoufy of liberty rouzed : 

And ,agreeable to the true fpirit of free government, an equal indignation was 

excited, by the view of a violated conftitution, as by the ravages of the moft 

enormous tyranny. 

N o\v was the time, when genius and capacity of all kinds, freed from the re

Jl:raint of authority, and nourifhed by unbounded hopes and projeCts, began to 

t xert th mfelves, and be diftinguifhed by the public. ':fhen was cdebrared the 

fagacity of Pym, more fitted for l1fe than ornament; matured, not chilied, by 

his advanced age and long experience : Tthen was difplaycd the mighty ambiri61 

of I lambden, taught difguife, not moderation, from former confl:raint ; · fup ort-

,. Clarcndon, vol. i. p. zo6. Whitlocke, p. 37· Rufhw. vol. v. p. 2J5· 359· Nalfon, V0
1

• •• 

p. So;. 
t Lo:·d Clarendon fays it was entirely new; but there are fome infiances of it in the reign of E . i~ 

:.: abe~.r. n· :!. w~s, p. 1-9'6. 3 ~ z. 
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ed by courage, conducted by prudence, embellilhed by modefty; but -whether 

foundtd in a love of power or zeal for liberty, is ftill, from his untimely end, 

left doubtft.ll and uncertain : Then too were known the dark, ardent, and dange

rou s charaCter of St. John; the impetuous fpirit of Hollis, violent and fincere, 

open and intire in his enmities and in his friend!hips ; the enthufiaftic genius of __ 

young Vane, extravagant in the ends, which he purfued, fagacious and profound 

in the n1eans, which he employed ; incited by the appearances o£ religion, negli

gent of the duties of rnorality. 

So little apology would be received for paft meafures, fO contagious the gene

ral fpirit of difcontent, thar even men of the moft moderate tempers, and the 

moft attached to the church and monarchy, exerted themfelves with the utmoft 

vigour in the redrefs of grievances, and in profecuting the authors of them. The 

l'vely and animated Digby difplayed his eloquence on this occafion, the firm and 

undaunted Capel, the modeft and candid Palmer. In this lift too of patriot-roy

alifts are found the virtuous names of Hyde and Falkland. Tho' in their ulti

nlate views and intentions, thefe men differed widely from the former; in their 

prefent actions and difcourfes, · an in tire concurrence and unanimity was ob

ferved. 

BY the daily harangues and invectives againft illegal ufurpations, not only the 

houfe of commons inflamed themfelves with the higheft anrmofity towards the 

court : The nation caught new fire from the popular leaders, and feemed now to 

have n1ade the firft difcovery of the many diforders of the government. While 

the law, in many inftances, feemed to be violated, they went no farther than 

fome fecret and calm murmurs; but mounted up into rage and fury, as foon as 

the conftitution was thought to be reftored to its former integrity and vigour. 

The capital efpecially, being the feat of pJrliament, was highly animated with 

the fpirit of mutiny and difaffetl:ion. Tumults were daily raifed ; feditious af~ 

femblies encouraged; and every man, neglecting his. own bufinefs, was wholly 

intent on the defence of liberty and religion. By ftronger contagion, the popu~" 

lar affections were communicated fron1 breaft to breaft, in this place of general 

rendezvous and fociety. 

THE harangues of members, now firft publifhed and difperfed, kept alive the 

· difcontents againft the King's adminiftration. The pulpits, delivered over to pu

ritanical preachers and letturers, whom the commons arbitrarily fettled in all 

the coniiderable churches, refounded with faCtion and fanaticifm. Vengeance was 

fully taken for that long filence and conftraint, in which, by the authority of 

Laud and the high commiffion, thefe preachers had been retained. The prefs, 

freed from all fear or referve, fwarmed with produCtions, dangerous by their fe

ditious zeal and calumny, more than by any art or eloquence of compofition. 

Noife 
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Noife and fury, cant and hypocrify, formed the foie rhetoric, which, during Chap. V. 
1640· 

this tumult of various prejudices and paffions, could be heard or attended to. 

THE fL vere fentence, which had been executed againfr Prynne, Bafi:wic, and 
Burton, now fufL red a revifal from parliament. 1'hefe libellers, far from being 

tamed by the rigorous punifhments, which they had undergone, {bowed fiill a 

difpofition of repeating their off':'nce ; and the minifters were affraid, left new / 

farires fhould iffue from their prifons, and inflame flill farther the prevailing dif- ~ 
contents. By an order, therefore, of the council, they had been removed to 

remote prifons; Bafi:wic to Scilly, Prynne to J er fey, Burton to Guernfey ; all 
accefs to them was denied ; and the ufe of books, and of pen, ink and paper, 
was refufed them. The fentence for thtfe additional punifhmt.nts was immediately 

reverfed by the commons: Even the fidl: fentence, upon examination, was de

clared illegal ; and the judges, who paired it, were ordered to make reparation 

to the fufferers *. vVhen the prifoners landed in England, tl ey were reC':ived 

and entertained with the higheft demonftrations of affection, \Vere attended with 

a mighty confluence of company, their charges were borne with great magnifi

cence, and liberal prefents beftowed on them. On their approach to any town, 
all the inhabitants crowded to receive them, and welcomed their reception with 
fhouts and acclamations. Their train ftill increafed, as they drew ne>ar to Lon
don. Several miles from the city, the zealots of their party met them in great 

n1ultitudes, and attendtd their triumphant entrance: Boughs were carried in this 

tumultuous proceffion; the roads were flrowed with flowers; and Jamidft the 

higheft exultations of joy, were intermingled loud and virulent invectives againft 

the prelates, who had fo cruelly perfecuted fuch godly perfonages t. The 1nore 
ignoble thefe men were, the more fenfible was the infult upon royal authority, 
and the more dangerous was the fpirit of difaffection and mutiny, which it dif

covered among the people. 
LrLBURNE, Leighton, and every one, who had been punifhed for feditious 

libels during the precedent adminiftration, now recovered their. liberty, and were 

decreed damages on the judges and minifters of juftice :J:. 
NoT only the prefent difpofition of the nation enfured impunity to all libel

lers: A new method of framing and difperfing libels was invented by the leaders 

of popular difcontent. Petitions to parliament were drawn, craving redrefs 

againft particular grievances; and when a fufficient n{1mber of f~bfcriptions were 

procured, the petitions were prefented to the commons, and Immediately pub

lifhed. Thefe petitions became fecret bonds of affociation among the fubfcribers, 
and feemed to give undoubted fanttion and authority to the complaints which 

they contained. 

• Nalfon, vol. i. p . . 783. May, p. 79• 
fon, vol. i. p. 570. May, p. 8o. 

t Clarendon, vol. i. p. 199, zoo, &c. Na.I
t Rufuw. vol. v. p. zzS • . Nalfon, vol. i. p. 8oo. 
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'Trs pretended by hiftorians favourable to the royal caufe *, and even aff'erted 

by the King himfelf in a d ~claration t, that a moft diGngei1uous or rather crimi

nal praCtice prevailed, in conduCting many of thefe addreifes. A petition was 

firft framed ; moderate, reafonable, fuch ac, men of charaB:~r willingly ii1bfcribed\ 

The names weie afterwards torn off, and affixed to another petition, which 

ferved better the purpofes of the popular facbon. We may judge of the wild 

fury, which prevailed throughout the nation, when fo fnndalous an impofture~ 

which affeCted fuch numbers of people, could be openly practifed, without draw

ing infamy and ruin upon the n1anagers. 

So many grievances were offered , both by the members, and by petitions 

without doors, that the houfe was divided into above fo.·ty committees, charg

ed, each of them, wich the examination of fome particular violation of law and 

liberty, which had been complained of. BeGdes the general committees of reli

gion, trade, privileges, laws; many fubdiviGons of there were framed, and a 

ftriCt fcrutiny vvas ev~ry where carried on. 'Tis to be remarked, that, before the 

beginning of this century, \\'hen the parliament affumcd lefs influence and autho

rity, complaints of grievances were ufually prefented to the houfe, by any mem

bers, who , had had particular opportunity of obferving them. Thefe general 

committees, which were a kind of inquiGtorial courts, had not then been eftabliill

ed; and we find, that the King, in a former declaration t, complains loudly of 

this innovation, fo little favobrable to royal authority. 3ut never was fo much 

n1ultiplied, as at prefent, the ufe of thefe committees ; and the commons, tho' 

they themfelves were the greateft innovators, employed de ufual artifice of com

plaining againft innovations} and pretending to recover the antient and eftablifhed 

government. 

FROM the reports of their committee~, the houfe dady paffed votes, which 

· tnortified and aftonifhed the court, and enflamed and anirr,atcd the nation. Ship

mom.y WJS declared illeg;d and arbitrary; the fentence ('lgainft Hambdcn cancel

led ; the court of York abo:it11 d ; compoutions of knighthood ftigmatized; the 

enLrgetrent of the fore. fts condemned; patents for monopolies an nu led ; and 

every late mcafure of the adminiftration treated with reproach and obloquy. To 

day, a fentet ce of the ft:1r-chan1ber was exclaimed againft: To morrow, a de

cree of the high commiffion. Every clifcretionary afr of council was teprefented 

as arbitrary and tyrannical : And the aeneral inference was ftill inculcated, that 
. 0 

a formed deflgn had been hid to fubvert the laws and conftitution of the king• 

corn. 

FROM neceffity, t 1e King remained entirely paffive during all thefe violent 

operations. The few fervants, who continued faithful :o him, were feized with 

* Dogdale, Clarendon, voJ. i. p. 203. 

t Publifhed on diifolving the third p:uliament. 
t Huf1-.. Coil. p. 5 36. 

See P:ul. Hd. vol.viii. p. 347• 
aftonifh. 
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_ aftoni!hment at the ra:id progrefs made by the commons in po,ver and popula
rity, and were glad, )y their inaCtive and inoffenfive behaviour, to compound for 
impunity. The torrent rifing to fo dreadful and unexpe8:ed a height, defpair 
feized all thofe, who: from intereil: or habit, were m oft attached to monarchy. 
And as for thofe, wro maintained their duty to the. King, merely from their re
gard to the conil:itutiJn, they feemed, by their concurrence, to fwell that inun· 
dation, which began 2lready to deluge every thing. " You have taken the whole 
" n1achine of government in pieces,'' faid Charles in a difcourfe to the parlia
ment ; " a practice frequent with fki ful artifts, when they defire to clear the 
" wheels from any nft, which may have grown upon them. The engine," con· 
tinued he, " may agatn be reftored to its former ufe and motions, provided it be 
" put up entire; fo a; not a pin of it be wanting.'' But this was far from the 
intention of the comrrons. The machine, they thought with fome reafon, was 
encumbered with many wheels and fprings, which retarded and croiled its opera· 
tions, and deftroycd .ts utility. Happy! had they proceed d with mod<."ration, 
and been contented, i1 their prefent plenitude of power, to remove fuch parts 
only as might juftly be deemed fuperfluous and incongruous. 

IN order to mainnin that high authority which they ha acquired, the com
n1ons, befides confouading and overawing their opponents, judged it requifire to 
infpire courage into tlt ir friends and adherents ; particularly into the Scots, and 
the religious puritans, to whofe affiftance and good offices they were already fo 
n1uch beholden. 

No fooner were de Scots mafters of the northern counties, than they laid 
afide their firfl: profefions, which they had not indeed means to fupport, of pay
ing for every thing; md in order to prevent the defl:ruEtive expedient of plunder · 
and free quarters, tht country confented to give them a regular contribution of 
8 so pounds a-day, in full of their fubfiftence *. The parliament, that they might 
relieve the northern C)Unties frotn fo grievous an oppreffion, agreed to remit pay 
to the Scots, as well as to the Engli !h army ; a d becaufe fubfidies would be 
levied too fiowly for ~o urgent an occafion, money was borrowed from the citi
zens upon the fecurty of particular members. Two fubfidies, a very fmall 
fum t, were at firft ;oted ; and as the intention of this fuppl y was to indemnify. 
the members, who, by their private, hJd fupported public credit, this pretence 
was immediately laid hold of, and the money was ordered to be paid, not into 
the treafury, but intocommiffioners appointed by parliament : A practice, w hi eh, 
as it diminirned the 1nthority of the crown, was very willingly embraced, and · 

' was afterwards contimed by the commons, with regard to every branch of reve· 
nue which tl y g arred the ICng. The invafion of the Scots had evidently. 

• Rufb.w. vol. iii , p. 1~5· t It appears, that a fubfidy was now faHen to so,ooo pounds. 

been. 
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been the caufe of affembling the parliament : The prefence of their army re-

duced the King to that total fubjeB:ion in which he was now held: The com

mons, for this reafon, very openly profeffed their intention of retaining thefe 

invaders till all t>eir enemies fhould be fuppreffed, and all their purpofes effected. 

We cannot )'et Jpare the Scots, faid Strode plainly in the houfe ; the fons of Zerviah 

are fti!l too ftrong for us * : An allufion to a palfage of Scripture, according to 

the mode of that age. Eighty thoufand pounds a-month were requifite for the 

fi1bfiftence of the two armies; a fum much greater than the kingdom had ever 

been accuftomed, in any former period, to pay to the public. And tho' feveral 

fubfidies, together with a pol]-tax, were, from time to time, voted to anfwer the 

charge ; the corn mons took care frill to be in debt, in order to render the con

tinuance of the feffion the more necelfary. 

THE Scots being fuch uftdul allies to the malecontent party in England, no 

wonder they were courted with the moft unlimited complaifance and the moft im

portant fervices. The King, in his firft fpeech, having called them rebels, ob

ferved, that he had given great offence to the parliament ; and he was imme

diately obliged to fofcen, and even retract that expreffion. The Scots com

miffioners, of whom the moft confiderable were the Earl of Rothes and Lord 

Loudon, found every advantage in conducting their treaty ; and yet made no 

hafl:e in bringing it to an itfue. They were lodged in the city, and kept an inti• 

mate correfpondence, as well with the magiftrates, who were extremely difaffect

ed, as with the popular leaders in both houfes. St. Antholine's church was af

figned them for their devotions ; and their chaplains, here, began openly to prac

tife the pre!byterian form of woril1ip3 which, except in foreign languages, had 

never hitherto been allowed any indulgence or toleration. So violent was the 

general propenfity towards this new religion, that multitudes of all ranks crowd

ed into the church. Thofe, who were fo happy as to find accefs eJr]y in the 

morning, kept their places the whole day : Thofe, who were excluded, clung 

to the doors or windows, in hopes of catching, at leafl:, fome difiant murmurs or 

brol.:en phra~ s of the holy rhetoric t. All the eloquence of parliament, now well 

refined from pedantt y, animated with the fpirit of liberty, and employed in fuch 

important intere(ls, was not attended to with fuch infatiable avidity, as were thefe 

lectures, delivered with ridiculous cant, and a provincial accent, full of barbarifm 

and of ignorance. 

THE moft effeCtual expedient for paying court to the zealous Scots was to pro· 

mote the prdbyterian difcipline and wor!hip throughout England ; and to this 

innovation, the popular leaders among the commons, as well as their moft de· 

voted partizans, were, of themfel ves, fufficiently inclined. The puritanical par-

• Dugdale, p. 71. t Clarendon, vol. i. p. 189. 
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. ty, whofe progrefs, tho' fecret, had hitherto been gradual in the kingdom, tak- Chap. V. 

ing advantage of the prefent diforders, began openly to profefs their tenets, and 164°· 

to make furious attacks on the eftablifhed religion. The prevalence of that feet 
in the parliament difcovered itfelf, from the beginning, by infenfible, but deci-
five fymptoms. Mar!hall and Burgefs, two puritanical clergymen, were chofen 
to preach before them, and entertained them with difcourfes feven hours in length*. 
It being the cuftom of the houfe always to take the facrament before they entered 
upon bufinefs, they ordered, as a neceifary preliminary, that the communion table 
1hould be removed from the eaft end of St. Margaret' s into the middle of the area t. 
The name of the fpirituallords was commonly left out in atl:s of parliament; and 
the laws ran in name of the king, lords, and commons. The clerk of the upper 
houfe, in reading bills, turned his back on the bench of bifhops ; nor was his 
infolencc ever taken notice of. On a day appointed for a folemn faft and humi-
liation, all the orders of ten1poral peers, contrary to former practice, in going 
to church, took place of the fpiritual ; and the lord Spencer remarked, that the 
humiliation, that day, feemed confined alone to the prelates. 

EvERy meeting of the commons produced fon1e vehement harangue againft The bifl10ps 

the ufurpations of the biihops, againft the high com miffion, againft the late con- attacked. 

vocation, againft the new canons. So difgufted were all lovers of civil liberty 
at the doctrines promoted by the clergy, that thefe invetl:ives were received with ,. 
out controul; and no diftinction, at firft, appeared between fuch as defired only 
to reprefs the exorbitances of the hierarchy, and fuch as pretended totally to 
annihilate epifcopal jurifdiCl:ion. Encouraged by thefe favourable appearanees, 
petitions againft the church were framed in different parts of the kingdom. The 
epithet of the ignorant and vicious priefthood was commonly applied to all church-
men, additl:ed to the eftablifhed difcipline and worlhip; tho' the epifcopal clergy 
in England, during that age, feem to have been, as they are at prefent, fuffici-
ently learned and examplary. An addrefs againft epifcopacy was prefented by 
twelve clergymen to ... the committee of religion, and pretended to be figned by 
many hundreds of the puritanical perfuafion. But what nude moft noife was 
the city petition for a total alteration of church government; a petition, to 
which 1 5,ooo fubfcriptions were annexed, and w hi eh was prefented by Alder-
n1an Pennington, the city-member :J:. 'Tis remarkable, that, among the many 
ecclefiaftical abufes, there complained of, an allowance, given by the licencers 
of books, to publifh a tranflation of Ovid's Art of Love, is not forgot by thefe 
rufl:ic cenfors §. 

NoTwrTHST ANDING the favourable difpofition of the people, the leaders in 
the houfe refolved to proceed with caution. They introduced a bill for prohibi- . 

«< N alfon, vol. i. p. 53 o. 53 3• 
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ting all clergymen the exercife of any civil office. As a confequence, the bifhops 

were to be deprived of their feats in the houfe of peers ; a meafure not unaccept

able to the zealous friends of liberty, who obferved, with regret, the devoted at

t.lchment of that order to the will of the monarch. But when this bill was 

prefented to the peers, it was rejeCted by a great majority * : The firft check which 

the commons had received in their popular career, and a prognoftic of what they 

might afterwards expeCt from the upper houfe, whofe inclinations and intereft 

could never be totally feparated from the throne. But to fhow how little they 

were difcourageJ, the puritans immediately brought in another bill for the total 

abolition of epifcopacy ; tho' they thought proper to let that bill fieep at prefent, 

in expeCtation of a more favourable opportunity for reviving it t. 

AM oNo other aCts of regal, executive power, which the commons were every 

day a!fuming, they iifued orders for the demolifhing all images, altars, crucifixes. 

The zealous Sir Robert Harley, to whom the execution of thefe orders was com

tnitted, removed all crolfes even out of ftreets and markets ; and from his abhor

rence to that fuperfi:itious figure, would not any where allow two pieces of wood 

or ftone to lie over each other at right angles t· 
THE Bifbop of Ely and other clergymen were attacked on account of innova

tions §. Cozens, who had long been obnoxious, was expofed to new cenfures. 

This perfon, who was dean of Peterborough, was extremely zealous for ecclefi .. 

afi:ical ceremonies : And fo far from permitting the communicants to break the 

facramental bread with their fingers ; a privilege on which the puritans very 

ftrenuoui1y infifted; he would not fo much as allow it to be cut with an ordinary 

houfhold inft~ument. A confecrated knife muft perform that facred office, and 

muft never afterwards be profaned by any vulgar fervice n. 

CozENS likewife was accufed of having faid, '!'he King has no more authority in 

ecclejiafiical matters, than the boy who rubs my horfe' s heels +· The expreffion was 

violent : But 'tis certain, that all thofe high churchmen, who were fo indufi:rious 

in reducing the laity to fubmiffion, were extremely fond of their own privileges 

and indepencency, and were defirous of exempting the mitre from all fubjection 

to the crown. 

A coMMITTEE was erected by the commons as a court of inquifition upon the· 

clergy, and was commonly denominated the committee of fcandalous miniflers. 

The politicic.ns among the commons were apprized of the great importance of the 

pulpit for guiding the people; the bigots were enraged againft the prelatical 

clergy ; and both of them knew, that no eftabliilied government could be over

thrown by obferving ftriCl:ly the principles of juftice, equity, or clemency. The 

proceedings, therefore, of this famous committee, which continued for feveral' 

• Clarendo11, vol. i. p. 237. t ld. ibid. :t: Whitlocke, p. 45· § Ru1hw. vol. v. p. 35r. 
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years, were, to the I aft degree, cruel and arbitrary, and made dreadful havoc 

both on the church and the univerfities. They began with haraffing, imprifon

ing, and molefring the clergy ; and ended with feque!lring and ejecting then1. 

In order to join contumely to cruelty, they gave the fufferers the epithet of fcau
dalous, and endeavoured to render them as odious as they were miferable *. The 
utmoft vice, however, which they could reproach to a great part of them, were 
bowing at the name of Jefus, placing the communion-table in the eaft, reading 
the King's orders for fports on Sunday, and other praCtices, whicf. the efl:ablifl1ed 

government, both in church and flate, had fl:ritl:ly enjoined them. 

IT may be worth obferving, that all the hiftorians, who livec near that age, 

or what perhaps is more decifive, all authors, who have cafually rnade mention of 
thofe public tranfatl:ions, frill reprefent the civil diforders and convulfions as pro
ceeding from religious controverfy, and confider the political difputes about power 
and liberty as intirely fubordinate to the other; 'Tis true, had the King been 
able to abftain from all invafion of national privileges, it is not probable, that 
the puritans ever could have acquired fuch authority as to overturn the whole 
conftitution: Yet fo entire was the fubjeCl:ion into which Charles was now fallen, 
that, if the wound had not been poifoned by the infufion of theological hatred, 
it muft have admitted of a very eafy remedy. Difufe of parliaments, imprifon .. 
ment and profecution of members, lhip-money, an arbitrary and illegal admini
ftration ; thefe were loudly complained of: But the grievances) which tended 
chiefly to enflame the parliament and nation, efpecially the latter, were, the fur
plice, the rails placed about the altar, the bows exacted on approaching it, the 
liturgy, the breach of the fabbath, embroidered copes, lawn-fieeves, the ufe of 
the ring in marriage, and of the crofs in baptifm. On account of thefe, were 
both parties contented to throw the government into fuch viole:1t convulfions; 
and to the difgrace of that age and of this ifland, it muft be acknowledged, that 

the diforders in Scotland intirely, and thofe in England moitly, proceeded from 

fo mean and contemptible an origin t. 
SoME perfons, partial to the leaders, who now defended public liberty, have 

ventured to put the1n in balance with the moft illuftrious charaCl:e~s of antiquity ; 

and mention the names of Pym, Hambden, Vane, as a juft panllel to thofe of 
Cato, Brutus, Caffius. Profound capacity, indeed, undaunted courage, extenfive 
enterprize; in thefe particulars, perhaps the Roman do not m.1ch fl1rpafs the 

• Clarendon, vol. i. p. 199· Whitlockc, p. 1 zz. May, p. 81. 
t Lord Clarendon, vol. i. 2 3 3. fays, that the pariiamentary party were not agned about the entire 

abolition of epifcopacy: They were only the root and hrattcb men, as they were called, who infifred on 
that meafure. But thore who were willing to retain bilhops, infifred on reducing their authority to a 

low ebb ; as well as on abolilhing the ceremonies of wodhip and vefrments of the clergy· The con• 

troverfy, therefore, between the parties was almoft wholly theological, and that of the mofr frivolous 

and ridiculous kind. 
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Englifh patriots: But what a difference, when the difcourfe, conduCt, conver

fation, and private as well as public behaviour, of both are infpected ? Compare 

only one circumfl:ance, and confider its confequences. The leifure of thofe noble 

antients was totally employed in the ftudy of Grecian eloquence and p~1ilofophy; 

in the cultivation of polite letters and civjlized fociety: The who'e difcourfe and 

language of the moderns were polluted with myfterious jargon, and full of the 

loweft and tnoft vulgar hypocrify. 

THE laws, as they ftood at prefent, proteCted the church ; but they expofed 

the catholics to the utmoft rage of the puritans; and thefe unhappy religionifts, 

fo obnoxious to the prevailing feet, could not hope to remain long unmolefted. 

The voluntary contribution, which they had made, in _order to affift the King 

in his war againft the Scots covenanters) was inquired into, and reprefented as 

the greateft enormity*. By an addrefs from the commons, all officers of that re

ligion were removed from the army, and application was made to the King for 

feizing two thirds of recufants' lands; a proportion to which, • by law, he was 

intitled, but which he had always allowed them to poffefs upon very eafy compo

fitions. The fevere and bloody laws againft priefts were infifted on : And one 

Good man, a jefuit, who was found in prifon, was condemned to a capital punifu. 

ment. Charles however, agreeable to his ufual principles, fcrupled to fign the 

warrant for his execution; and the commons expreffed great refentment on 

that occafion t. There re.mains a very fingular petition of Goodman, beg

ging to be hanged, rather than prove a fource of contention between the King 

and his people :f:. He efcaped with his life ; but it feems more probable, that he 

was overlooked, amidft affairs of greater confeqtrence, than that fuch unrelenting 

hatred would be foftened by any confideration of his courage and generofity. 

FoR fame years, Con, a Scotfman; afterwards, Rofetti, an Italian, had openly 

refided at London, and frequented the court, as vefted with a commiffion from 

the Pope. The Queen's zeal, and her authority with her hufband, had been the 

caufe of this imprudence, fo offenfive to the nation. But the fpirit of bigotry 

now rofe too high to permit any longer fuch indulgences§. 

HAYWARD, a juftice of peace, having been wounded, when employed in the 

exercife of his office, by one J a~nes, a catholic madman, this enormity was afcri

bed to the popery, not to the frenzy of the affaffin ; and great alarms feized the 

nation and parliament 11· An univerfal confpiracy of the papifts was fuppofed to 

have taken place; and every man, for fome days, imagined, that he had a fword 

at his throat. Tho' fome perfons of family and diftinEtion were frill attached to 

the catholic fuperftition ; 'tis certain, that the numbers of that feet did not corn-

• Ruihw. vol. v. P· x6o. t Ibid. P· I s8, 159· Nalfon, vol. i. P· 739· 
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pofe the fortieth part of the nation : And the frequent panics, to which n1en, 

during this period, were fo fubject, on account of the catholics, were Iefs the ef

fects of fear, than of extreme rage and averfion, entertained againft them. 

· THE Queen Mother of France, having been forced into bani!hment by fome 

court-intrigues, had retired into Engla~d ; and expeB:ed fhelter, amidfr her pre

fent dift:relfc:s, in the dominions of her daughter and fon-in-Iaw. But, tho' fhe 

behaved in the moft inoffenfive manner, fhe was infulted by the populace on ac

count of her religion ; and was even threatened with worfe treatment. The Earl 

of I-Iolland, Lord Lieutenant of Middlefex, had ordered a hundred mufqueteers 

to guard her ; but finding, that they had imbibed the faine prejudices with the 

reft of their country -men, and were very unwillingly employed in fuch a fervic'e, 

he laid the cafe before the houfe of peers : ... For the King's authority was now i~- , 

tirely annihilated.' He reprefc:nted the indignity of the action, that fo great a Prin

ce[~, mother to the King of France, and to the ~1eens of Spain and England, 

fhould be affronted by the bafe multitude. He obferved the indelible reproach, 

which would fall upon the nation, if that unfortunate ~een ihould fuffer "any 

violence from the mifguided zeal of the people. He urged the facred rights of 

hofpitality, due to every one, much more to a perfon in diftrefs, of fo high a 

rank, with whom the nation was fo nearly connected. The peers thought pro

per to communicate the n1atter to the commons, whofe authority over the peo

ple was abfolute. The commons agreed to the neceffity of protecting the Q8een 

Mother; but at the fame time defired, that fhe n1ight be defired to depart the 

kingdom ; " For the quieting thofe jealoufies in the hearts of his Majefty's well

" affeCl:ed fubjects, occafioned by fome ill-inftruments about that ~een's per

" fon, by the flowing of prieft:s and papifts to her houfe, and by the ufe and 

'' practice of the idolatry of the mafs and exercife of other fuperftitious fervices. 

" of the Romi!h church, to the great fcandal of true religion * ." 
CHARLEs, in the former part of his reign, had endeavoured to overcome the 

intractable and encroaching fpirit of the commons, by a perfeverance in his own 

meafures, by a fiately dignity of behaviour, and by maintaining, at their. utmoft 

height, and even ftretching beyond former precedent, the rights of his preroga· 

tive. Finding by experience how unfuccefsful thofe meafures had proved, and 

obferving the. low condition, to which he w.as now reduced, he refolved to alter 

his whole conduct, and to regain the confidence of his people, by pliablenefs, by 

conceffions, and by a total conformity to their inclinatior1s and prejudices. He 

did not confider, that the true rule of government, in fo difficult a fituation, 

as that, in which, frotn the beginning of his reign, he was placed, confifted, 

neither in fteadinefs nor in facility, but in fuch a judicious mixture of both, as 

~ould exactly fuit the prefent circumftances of the nation, and the particular 

• Rufhworth, vol. v. p. z.67. pre-
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Chap. V. pretenrions of his opponents. And, it may fafely be averred, that this new 
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extreme, into which the ICing, for want o proper council or 1upport, was rallen, 

became equally dangerous to the conflitution, and pernicious to public peace, as 

the other, in which he had fo long, and fo unfortunately, perfevered. 

T d 
THE pretenfions with regard to tonnage and poundage were revived, and with 

onnage an 
poundage. certain affurance of fuccefs, by the commons*. The levying thefe duties, as 

formerly, without confent of parliament, and even- increafing them at pleafure, 

was fuch an incongruity in a free conftitution, where the people, by their funda

n1ental privileges, cannot be taxed but by their own confent, as could no longer 

be endured by thefe jealous patrons of liberty. In the preamble, therefore, to 

the bill, by which the commons granted thefe duties to the King, they took care, 

in the ftrongeft and moft pofitive terms, to affert their own right of beftowing 

this gift, and to diveft the crown of all independent title of affuming it. And 

that they might increafe, or rather finally fix, the intire dependance and fubjec

tion of the King, they voted thefe duties only for two months; and afterwards, 

from time to time, renewed their grant for very fhort periods t. Charles, in 

order to fhow, that he entertained no intention ever again to feparate himfelf 

from his parliament, paffed this important bill, without any fcruple or hefitation t. 
Triennial WITH regard to the bill for triennial parliaments, he made a little difficulty. 

bill. · By an old ftatute, paffed during the reign of Edward ·III. it had been enacted, 

that parliaments fhould be held once every year, or more frequently, if necefiary: 

But as no provifion had been made in cafe of failure, and no precife method 

pointed out for execution; this ftatute had been confidered merely as a general 

declaration, and was difpenfed with at pleafure. The defect was fupplied by thofe . 

vigilant patriots, who now affumed the reins of government. It was enacted, 

that if the chancellor, who was firfr bound under fevere penalties, failed to iffue 

writs by the third of September in every third year, any twelve or more of the 

peers lbould be empowered to exert this authority : In default of the peen, the 

fheriffs, mayors, bailiffs, &c. fhould fummon the voters: And in their default, 

the voters themfelves fhould meet and proceed to the election of members, in the 

fame manner as if writs had been regularly iffued from the crown. Nor could 

· • It appears not, that the commons, tho' now entirely mafi:ers, abolifhed the new impofitions of 

J ames, againfi: which they had formerly fo loudly complained : A certain proof that the rates of 

cuftoms, fettled by that prince, were in moll: infi:ances jufi: and proportioned to the new price of com

modities. They feem rather to have been low: For they raifed only the cuftoms a third; whereas 

prices had certainly augmented five or fix times. See Journ. reth Aug. 1 6 2 ). 

t It was an infi:ruction given by the houfe to the committee, which framed one of thefe bills, to 

take care, that the rates upon the home-commodities may be as light as poffible ; and upon foreign 

commodities as heavy as trade will bear : A proof, that the nature of commerce began now to be un

derftood. Journ. 1ft June, x6.p. 
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the parliament, after it was affembled, be adjourned, prorogued, or diffol ved, 
without their own confent, during the fpace of fifty days. By this bill, fome of 
the nobleft and moft valuable prerogatives of the crown were retrenched; but at 
the fame time, nothing could be more neceffary than fuch a fratute, for compleat
ing a regular plan of law and liberty. A great reluctance to afTemble parliaments 
muft be expected in the King; where thefe affemblies, as of late, eftablilh it as 

a maxim to carry their fcrutiny into every part of the government. During long 

intermiffions of parliament, grievances and abufes, as was found by recent expe
rience, would naturally creep in ; and it would even become neceffary for the 
King and council to exert a great difcretionary authority, and, by aCt:s of ftate, 
to fupply, in every emergence, the legiflative power, whofe meeting was fo uncer
tain and precarious. Charles, finding, that nothing lefs would fatisfy his parlia

ment and people, at laft give his affent to this bill, which produced fo great an 

' innovation in the conftitution *. Solemn thanks were prefented him by both 
houfes. Great rejoicings were expreffed both in the city and throughout the na
tion. And mighty profeffions were, every where, made of gratitude and mutual 

returns of fupply and confidence. This conceffion of the King, it muft be own
ed, was not intirely voluntary : It was of a nature too important to be voluntary. 
The foie inference, which his partizans were intitled to draw from the fubmif
fions, fo frankly made to prefent neceffity, was, that he had certainly adopted a 
new plan of government, and, for the future, was refotved, by every indulgence~ 

to acquire the confidence and affeCl:ions of his people. 

CHARLES thought, that what conceffions were made to the public were of 
little confequence, if no gratifications were be!l:owed on the individuals, who 
had acquired the direction of public councils and determinations. A change of 
minifters, as well as of meafures, was, therefore, refolved on. In one day feveral 
new privy counfellors were fworn; the Earls of Hertford, Bedford, Eifex, Bri!l:ol; 

the Lords Say, Saville, Kimbolton : Within a few days after, was admitted the 
Earl of Warwick t. All thefe noblemen were of the popular party; and fome of 

them afterwards, when matters were puihed to extre1nity by the commons, pro

ved the greateft f1:1pport of monarchy. 

JuxoN, bifhop of London, who ha i never defired the treafurer's ftaff, now 
earneftly folicited for leave to refign it, and retire to the care of that turbulent 
diocefe, which was committed to him. The Kmg gave his afTent ; and it is re
markable, that, during all the fevere inquiries, carried on againft the condutt of 
minifters and prelates, the mild and prudent virtues of this man, who bore both 
thefe invidious characters, remained unmolefted t· It was intended, that Bedford~ 

a popular man, of great authority, as well as wifdom and moderation, 1hould 

• Clarendon, vo1. i. p. 209. 
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fucceed Juxon : But that nobleman, very unfortunately both for King and pea,; 

pie, died about this very time. By fome promotions, place was made for St. 

John, who was created folicitor-general. Hollis was to be made fecretary of 

ftate, in place of Windebank, who had fled: Pym, chancellor of the exchequer, 

in place of Lord Cottington, who had reGgned: Lord Say, mafter of the wards, 

. in place of the fame nobleman : The Earl of Eifex, governor; and Hambden, 

tutor to the Prince*. 

WHAT retarded the execution of thefe projeCl:ed changes, was the difficulty of 

fatisfying all thofe, who, from their aCl:ivity and authority in parliament, had 

pretenfions for offices, and who had it frill in their power to embarrafs and diftrefs 

the public meafures. Their affociates too in popularity, whom the King intend

ed to diftinguifh by his favours, were unwilling to undergo the reproach of hav

ing driven a feparate bargain, and of facrificing) to their own ambitious views, 

the caufe of the nation. And as -they were fenfible, that they muft owe their 

preferment entirely to thei'r weight and confideration in parliament, they were, moft 

of them, refolved ftill to adhere to that affembly, and both to promote its autho

rity, and to preferve their own credit in it. On all occafions, they had no other 

advice to give the King, than to allow himfelf to be directed by his great coun

cil; or in other words, to refign himfelf pafl1vely to their guidance and govern

ment. And Charles found, that, inftead of acquiring friends, by the honours 

and offices .which he !hould beftow, he fhould only arm his enemies with more 

power to hurt him. .. 

THE end, on which the King was moft intent in changing minifters, was to 

fave the life of the earl of Strafford, and to mollify, by thefe indulgences, the 

rage of his moft furious profecutors. But fo high was that nobleman's reputation 

for experience and capacity, that all the new counfellors and intended n1inifters 

plainly faw that if he efcaped their vengeance, he muft return into favour and au

thority; and they regard~d his death as the_ only i( curity, which they could have, 

both for the efl:ablifhment of their prefent _Rower, and for fuccefs in their farther 

enterprizes. His impeachment, therefore, was pufhed on with the utmoft vigour; 

and after long and folemn preparations, was brought to a final iffue. 

1MME DIATELY after Stratford was fequeftred fron1 parliament, and confined in 

the Tower, a committee of thirteen were chofen by the lower houfe, and entruft

ed with the office of preparing a charge againft him. Thefe, joined to a fmall 

committee of lords, were vefted with authority to examine all witneffes, to call for 

every paper, and to ufe any means of fcrutiny, with regard to any part of the Earl's 

behaviour and conduct t.. After fo general and unbounded an inquifition, exer

cifed by fuch powerful and implacable enemies; a man muft have been very eau-

• Clarendon, voJ. i. p. 210, 211. 

5 tious 



CHARLES I. 2.65 

ti"ous or very innocent, not to afford, during the whole courfe of his life, fome 
matter of accufation againft him. 

THIS committee, by direCtion from both houfes, took an oath of fecrecy ; a 
praCtice very unufual, and which gave them the appearance of confpirators, more 
than minifters of juftice t. But the intention of this ftrictnefs, was to' render it 
more difficdt for the Earl to elude their fearch, or prepare for his jufl:ification. 

APPLICATION was made to the King, that he would allow this committee to 
examine privy counfellors with regard to opinions delivered at the board. A con
ceffion, which Charles unwarily made, and which thenceforth banifhed all mu
tual confide:1ce, from the deliberations of council ; where every man is fuppofed • 
to have entire freedom, without fear of future punifhment and inquiry, of pro
pofing any expedient, queftioning any opinion, or fupporting any argument :J:. · 

SIR George Ratcliffe, the Earl's intimate friend and confident, was accufed of 
high treafor, fent for from Ireland, and committed to dofe cuftody. As no chargp 
ever appeand or was profecuted againft him, it is impoffible to give a more chari
table interp~etation to this meafure, than that the commons thereby intended to 

deprive Stratford, in his prefent diftrefs, of the affiftance of his beft friend, who 

was moft t:nabled, by his teftimony, to juftify the innocence of his patron's 
condutt and behaviour 11· 

WHEN intelligence arrived in Ireland of the plans laid for Strafford's ruin, the 
Irifh houfe of commons, tho' they had very lately beftowed moft ample praifes on 
his adminiilration, entered into all the violent councils againft him, and prepared 
a reprefenta:ion of the miferable ftate, into which, by his mifcondutt, they fup
pofed the kingdom to be fallen. They fent over a committee into England to 
affift in the profecution of their unfortunate governor; and by intimations from 
this committee, who entered into clofe confederacy with the popular leaders in 
England, was every meafure of the Iri!h parliament governed and direCted. Im
peachments, which were never profecuted, were carried up againft Sir Richard 
Bolton, the chancellor, Sir Gerard Louther, chief juftice, and Bramhall, bilhop 
of Derry §. This ftep, which was an exact counter-part to the proceedings in 
England, ferved alfo the fame purpofes: it deprived the King of the n1inifl:ers, 
whom he moft trufted ; it difcouraged and terrified all the other minifters; and 
it prevented thofe perfons, who were beft acquainted with Strafford's councils, 
from giving evidence in his favour before the Engli.fh parliament. 

Chap. v. 
. x6.to. 

THE bi!hops, being forbid by the antient canons to affift in any trial for life, 164,. 

and being Wlwilling, by any oppofition, to ir"ritate the commons, who were al-

t Whitlocke, p. 3 7. t Clarendon, vol. i. p. I93• 11 Id. p. 214. 
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ready much prejudiced againfl: them, thought prorJer, of tlv~mfelves, to with

draw *. The commons alfo voted, that the new created peers ought to have no 

voice in this tr'1al ; becaufe the accufation being agreed to, while they were com

moners, their confent to it was implied with that of all the commons of England. 

Nocwjthfranding this decifion, which was meant only to deprive Strafford of fo 

many friends, the Lord Seymour, and fome others, frill continued to keep their 

feat ; nor was their right to it any farther quefrioned t. 

To beHow a greater folemnity on this important trial, fcaffolds were ereB:ed 

in Weftminfter-hall; where both houfes fat, the one as accufers, the other as 

judges. Befides the chair of ftate, a clofe gallery was prepared for the King and 

~een, who attended during the whole trial :f:. 

AN accufation, carried on by the united effort of three kingdoms, againfr 

one man, unpro~ected by power, unaflifred by council, difcountenanced by au

thority, was hkely to prove a very unequal contefr : Yet ft1ch was the capacity, 

genius, prefence of mind, difplayed by this magnanimous ftatefman, that, while 

argument and reafon and law had any place, he o~tained an undifputed victory. 

And he peri!hed at lafr, overwhelmed and ftill unfubdued, by the open violence 

of his fierce and unrelenting antagonifts. 

March 2 2 • THE articles of impeachment againfl: Strafford are twenty-eight in number; 

and regard his conduct, as prefident of the council of Yod<, as deputy or lieu

tenant of Ireland, as counfellor or commander in England. But tho' four 

months were employed by the managers in framing the accufation, and all Straf

ford's anfwers were extemporary; it appears from comparifon, not only that he 

vas free from the crime of treafon, of which there is not the leafl: appearance, but 

that his conduct, making allowance for human infirmities, expofed to fuch fevere 

fcrutiny, was innocent, and even laudable. 

THE powers of the northern council, while he was prefident, had been ex

tended, by the King's inftruB:ions, beyond what formerly had been practifed: 

But that court being, at firft, inftituted by a ftretch of royal prerogative, it had 

been ufual for the prince to vary his infiructions ; and the Iargeft authority com

mitted to it, was altogether as legal as the moft n1oderate and moft limited. Nor 

was it reafonable to conclude, that Strafford had ufed any art to procure thofe ex

ten five powers; fince he never once fat as prefident, nor exercifed one act of ju

rifdi8ion, after he was invefted with the authority, fo much complained of 11· 

IN the government of Ireland, his adminiftration had been equally promotive 

of his mafter's intereft, and that of the fubjeets, committed to his care. A large 

debt he had paid off: He had left a confidcrable fum in the exchequer : The re-

• Clarendon, vo] i. p. 216, t Id. ibid. :t Whitlocke, p. 40. Ru!hw. vol. iv. p. ~P· 

lay, p. 90~ U Ru!hw. vol. iv. p. I4$• venues 
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venues, which before never anfwered the charges of government, were now raifed 

to be equal to them *: A fmall ftanding army, formerly kept in no order, was 

augmented and was governed by the moft exact difcipline: And a great force was 

there raifed and paid, for the fupport of the King's authority againft the Scots 

covenanters. 

lNDUSTR v, and all the arts of peace, were introduced among that favage peo~ 

ple : The fhipping of the kingdom augmented a hundred-fold t : The cuftoms 

tripled upon the fame rates t : The exports double in value to the imports: 

Manufactures, particularly that of linen, introduced and promoted§ : Agricul

ture, by means of the Engliih and Scots plantations, gradually advancing : The 

proteftant religion encouraged, without the perfecution or difcontent of the ca

tholics. 

THE fprings of authority he had enforced without overftraining them. Dif

cretionary aCl:s of jurifdiClion, indeed, he had often exerted, by holding courts

martial, billeting foldiers, deciding caufes upon paper·petitions before the coun· 

cil, iffuing proclam-ations, and punifhing their infraction. But difcretionary au

thority, during that age, was ufually exercifed even in England. In Ireland, it 

was ftill more requifite, among a wild people, not yet thoroughly fubdued, a

verfe to the religion and manners of their conquerors, ready, on all occaflons, to 

re1apfe into rebellion and diforder. While the managers of the commons de

n1anded, every moment, that the deputy's conduct fhould be examined by the 

line of rigid law and fevere principles; he appealed fl:ill to the practice of all for

mer deputies, and to the uncontroulable neceffity of his fituation. 

So great was his art of managing elections, and balancing parties, that he had 

engaged the Irifh parliament to vote whatever was neceffary, both for the payment 

of former debts, and for fupport of the new levied army ; nor had he ever beet 

reduced to the illegal expedients, practifed in England, for the fupply of public 

neceffities. No imputation of rapacity could jufily lie againfr his adminiilration. 

Some inftances of imperious expreffions, and even aCl:ions, may be met with. 

The cafe of Lord Mountnorris, of all thofe collected with fo much induftrJ., is 

the moft flagrant and the leaft excufable. 

IT had been reported at the table of the Lord ehancellor Loft us, that one of 

the deputy's attendants, a relation of Mountnorris, in moving a ftool, had forely 

hurt his mafter's foot, who was at that time affiicted with the gout. Perhaps, 

fa'd Mountnorris, who was prefent at table, it was done in re·venge of that JUbiic 

affront, which my Lord depu!y former.ly P,ttt upon me: BuT I HAVE A BROTiHER, 

WHO WOUL.D NOT HAVE TAKEN SlJCH A RE V ENGE. T'his caful], and feeming-

Rufhw. vol. iv. p. 120, 21/ · 

t Rufhw. vol. iv. p. 1 :q. 
W anvick, p. 1 I 5. 

§ WarwLk, p. 115: 

M m 2 

t Nal(on, vol. ii. p. 45· 

Iy 



z68 HI S T 0 R Y oF G E A T B R IT A I N. 

~p. V. ly innocent, at leaft very ambiguous, exprefiion was reported to Strafford; wh , 

0·P · on pretence that l\tiountnorris was an officer, ordered him to be tried by a court

nartial for mutiny and iedirion againit his general. The court, wh ~ch confifi:ed 

of the chief officers of the army, fou nd the crime to be capital, and condemned 

that~ T obieman to lofe his he a *. 
IN va· n did Strafford plead in his own defence again ft this article of impeach~ 

n ent, T'hat ·he fentence againft Mountnorris was the deed, and that too unani~ 

mous, of the court, not the act of the deputy ; that he fpoke not to a member 

of the court, nor voted in the caufe, but fat uncovered as ~ party ; and then · im

mediate I y withdrew, to leave them to their freedom ; that fenfible of the iniquity 

of the fentence, lie procured his Majelly's free pardon to Mountnorris ; that he 

did not even keep that Noblen1an a moment in fufpence with regard to his fate, 

but infta ntly told him, that he himfelf would fooner lofe his right hand than exe

cu1:e fuch a fentence, nor was his lordfhip's life in any manner of danger; and 

that upon the whole, the only hard !hip, which Mountnorris futfered, was im

p rifonment during two days, after which his liberty was reftored him. In vain 

did Stratford's friends add, as a further apology, that Mountnorris was a man ot 

an infamous charaCter, who paid court, by the lowefi: adulation, to all deputies, 

while prefent; and blackened their character, by the vilefi: calumnies, when recaf .. 

led : And that Strafrord, expeCting like treatment,. had ufed this expedient for 

no oth~r purpofe than fo fubdue the petulant fpirit of the man. Thefe excufes 

alleviate the guilt; but there ftill remains enough to prove, that the mind of the 

deputy, tho' great and firm, had been not a little debauched by the riot of abfu

lute power, and uncontrouled authority. 

WHEN Stratford was called over into England, he found every thing falling in

to fuch confufion, by the open rebellion of the Scots, and the fecret difcontents 

of the Engliih, that, if he had counfe) led or executed any violent meafure, he 

might per.~aps have been able to apologize for his conduct, fr01n the great law of 

neceffity, , which admits not, while the neceffity is extreme, of any fcruple, cere-

ony, or delay t. But in fact, no illegal apvice or action was proved againft 

him ; and the whole amount of his guilt, during this period, was fome peevifh, 

or at mofr imperious expreffions, which, amidfi: fuch defperate extremities, an 

during a bad ftate of health, had unhappily fallen from him. 

!F Stratford's apology was, in the main, fo fatisfaCl:ory, when he pleaded to 

ach particular article of the charge, his victory was frill more decifive, when he 

brought the whole together, and repelled the imputation of treafon; the crime 

hich the commons would infer from the full view of his conduct and behaviour. 

Of all fpecies of guilt, the law of England had, with the moft fcrupulous exaCl;.-

Ru1hw. vol. iv. p. 1 Sz. t Ruihw. vol. iv. p. 559· 
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nefs, defined that df treafon ; becaufe on hat fide it was found n~oft neceifary to 

protect the fubjeCl: againft the violence of the king and of his minifters. By the fa·· 

m us ft·'tute ofEdward Ill. all the kinds of treafon are enumerated, and every o

ther crime, befides fuch as are ther<; expref~ly mentione.d, is car"'fully excluded 

fron1 that denomination. But with regard to this guilt, An endeavou; to J..ubvert 

the fundamtntallaws, the ftatute of treafon is totally fi1ent: And arbitrarily to in~ 

troduce it into the fatal catalogue, is itfelf a fu verfion of all lavv; and under co

lour of defending liberty, rever[es a ftatute th~, beft calcul ted for the fecurity of 

liberty, which had ever been enaCted by an Englifh parliament. 
( J I 

As this fpecies of treafon, difcovered by the commons, is inti-rel~ new and un

known to the laws; fo is the fpecies of proof, by which they pretend to fix that 

guilt upon the prifoner. They have invented a kind of accumulative or conflruc

tive evidence, by which many actions, either totally innocen~ in themfelves, or 

criminal in a much inferior degree, fhall, when united, amount to treafon, and 

fubject the perfon to the higheft penalties infliCted by the law. A hafty and un

guarded word, a rafh and paffionate aCl:ion, affifi:ed by the malevolent fancy of 

the accufer, and tortured by doubtful conftruttions, is tranfmuted into the deep

eft guilt ; and the lives and fortunes of the whote nation, no longer protected by 

juftice, are fubjecred to arbitrary will and pleafure. 

" WHERE has this fpecies of guilt lain fo long concealed ?" faid Strafford in 

conclufion. " Where has this fire been fo long buried, during fo many centuries, 

" that no fmoke fuould appear, till it burft out at once, to confume me and my 

" children? Better it were to live under no law at all, and, by the maxims o 

" cautious prudence, to conform ourfelves, the bell: we can, to the arbitrary will 

'~ of a mafter; than fancy we have a law on which we can rely, and find, at ]aft, 

" that this law fuall inflict a punithment precedent to the promulgation, and try 

" us by maxims unheard of, till the very n1oment of the profecution. If I fail 

" on the Thames, and fplit my ve:ffel on an anchor; in cafe there be no buoy to 

" give warning, the party fhall pay me damages: But, if the anchor be marked 

" out, then is the il:riking on it at my own peril. · Where is the mark fet upon 

" this crime ? Where is the token by which I fhould difcover it? It has lain con

,, cealed under water; and no human prudence, no human innocence could fave 

" me from the deftruCl:ion, with which I am at prefent threatened. 

" IT is now full two hundred and forty years fince treafons \vere defined ; and 

" fo long has it been, fince any man was touched to this extent, upon tnis crime, 

" before myfdf. We have lived, my lords, happily to ourfelves at home;. we 

" have lived glorioufly abroad, to the world: Let us be content with what our 

" fathers Rave left us : Let not our ambition carry us to be more learned than. 

~' they were, in thefe killing and deftructive arts. Great wifdom ic will be in 
u. }IOW' 
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" your lordf1iips, and juft providence, for yourfelves, for your pofterities, for 

" the whole kingdom, to caft from you, into the fire, thefe bloody and rnyfteri

" ous volumes of arbitrary and conftruCtive treafons, as the primitive chriftians 

" did their books of curious arts, and betake yourfelves to th plain letter of the 

'' ftatute, which tells you where the crime is, and points out to you the path, by 

" which you may avoid it ! 

" LET us not, to our own deftruetion, awake thofe f1eeping lions, by rattling 

" up a company of old records, which have lain, for fo many ages, by the wall, 

" forgotten and negletl:ed. 1'o all my affliCtions, add not this, my lords, the 

" moft fevere of any ; that I, for my other fins, not for my treafons, be the 

"' means of introducing a precedent, fo pernicious to the laws and liberties of 

" my native country. 

'' HowEVER thefe gentlemen at the bar fay, they fpeak for the commonwealth; 

'' and they believe fo: Yet, under favour, it is I who, in this particular, fpeak 

"' for the commonwealth. Precedents, like thofe endeavoured to be efiablifhed 

" againft me, muft draw along fuch inconveniencies and miferies, that, in a few 

" years, the kingdom will be in the condition, expreffed in a ftatute of Henry IV ; 

'' and no man fhall know by what rule to govern his words and aC'(ions. 

" IMPOSE not, my lords, difficulties infurmountable upon minifters of fi:ate, nor 

" difable them from ferving with chearfulnefs their king and country. If you 

" examine them, and under fuch fevere penalties, by every grain, by every little 

" weight ; the fcrutiny will be intolerable. The public affairs of the kingdon« 

" muft be left wafte ; and no wi!e man, who has any honour or fortune to lofe, 

" will ever engage himfelf in fuch dreadful, fuch unknown perils. 

" MY lords, I have now troubled your lord !hips a great deal longer than I 

" fhould have done. Were it not for the interefi: of thefe pledges, which a faint 

" in heaven left me, I fhould ce loth''--Here he pointed to his children, an 1 

his weeping flopped him.--'' What I forfeit for myfelf, it is nothing : But, 

" I confers, that my indifcretion fhould forfeit for them, it wounds me very deep

" ly. You will be pleafed to pardon my infirmity: Something I lhould have 

" f:1ia; but I fee I !hall not be able, and therefore I fhalllea ve it. 

· " AND now, my lords, I thank God, I have been, by his bleffing, fufficient

" ly inUruB:ed in the extreme vanity of all temporary enjoyments, compared to 

" the importance of our eternal ,duration. And fo, my lords, even fo, with all 

'~ humility, and with all tranquillity of mind, I fubmit, clearly and freely, to 

'' your judgments : :And whether that righteous doom !hall be to life or death, I 

" ihal l repofe myfelf, full of gratitude and confidence, in the arms of the great 

" Author of my exiftence * ." 

~ Ruihw. v0l. iv ..... p. 659, &c. 
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C E 1<-'r AI NLr, fays 'Nhitlocke *, with his ufual candor, 11r:er mzy man afled 

fuch a part, on fuch a theatre, with more wifdom, conflancy, and eloquence, with 

gretzter rrafon, jud,_r;;nunt and temper, and with a b"tter grace in all his words and afti

onf, than dtd th.s great and excellent pe;fon ; and he moved the hearts of all his audi

tors, fome f~w excepted, to remorfe and pity. It is remarkable, that" the hifi:ori

an, who exprdfes himfelf in thefe terms, was himfelf chairman of that committee, 

which conduch::d the impeachment againft this unfortunate ftatefman. The accu

fation and defence laftecl eighteen days. The managers divided the feveral articles 

among them, and attacked the prifoner with all the weight of authority, with all 

the vehemence of rhetoric, with all the accuracy of long preparation. Srrafford 

was obliged to fpeak with deference and referve towards his moft inveterate ene

mies, the commons, the Scots nation, the Iri01 parliament. He took only a ve

ry lhort time, on each article, to recollect himfelf: Yet he alone, without affifl:~ 

ance, mixing modefty and humility with firmnefs and vigour, made fuch a de

fence, that the com.11ons faw it impoffible, by a legal profecution, ever to obtain 

a fentence againft him. 

BuT the death of Strafford was too important a firoke of party to be left un

attempted by any expedient, however extraordinary. Befides the great genius and 

authority of that minifter, he had threatened fome of the popular leaders with an 

impeachment; and, had he not been fuddenly prevented by an accufation of the 

commons, he had, that very day, it was thought, charged Pym, Hambden, and 

others, with treafon, for having invited the Scots to invade England. A bill 

of attainder was therefore brought into the lower houfe immediately afrer finilhing 

thefe pleadings; and preparatory to it a new proof of the Earl's guilt was produ

ced, in order to remove fuch fcruples as might be entertained with regard to a 

n1ethod of proceeding, fo unufual and irregular. 

SrR Henry Vane, fecretary, had taken down fome notes of a debate in council, 

after the diffolution of the laft parliament ; and being at a difbnce·, he had fent 

the keys of his cabinet, as was pretended, to his fon, Sir Henry, in order to 

fearch for fome papers, which were neceffary for compleating a marriage-fettle

ment. Young Vane, falling upon this paper of notes, deemed the matter of the 

utmoft confequence; and immediately communicated it to Pym, who now pro

duced the paper before the hollfe of commons. The quefiion before the council · 

was; Offenjive or defenfive war with tht Scots. The King propofes this difficulty, 

" But how can I undertake offenfive war if I have no more money?'' The an

fwer afcribed to Strafford was in thefe words. " Borrow of the city a hundred 

" thoufand pounds: Go on vigoroufly to levy fhip-money. Your majeily ha

" ving tried the affeCtions of your people, you are a ful\Tcd and loofe from al 

• • P. 41. 
" rule 
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Chap. V. " rules of government, and may do what power will admit. Your Majefty, having 

l64-1 • '~ tried all ways, ihall be acquicted befo; e God and man. And you have an ar

" my in Ireland, which you may employ to reduce THIS kingdom to obedience : 

" For I am confident the Scots cannot hold out five months." There followed 

fame councils of Laud and Cottington, equally violent, with regard to the King's 

being abfolved from all rules of government*. 

~THIS paper, with all the circumftances of its difcovery and comn1unication, 

was pretended to be equivalent to two witneffes, and to be an unanfwerable proof 

of thofe pernicious councils of Strafford, which tended to the fubverlion of the 

laws and conftitution. But it was replied by Strafford and his friends, That old 

Vane was his mofi: inveterate and declared enemy; and if the fecretary himfelf, as 

was by far moft probable, had willingly delivered to his fon this paper of notes, to 

be communicated to Pym, this implied fuch a breach of oaths and of truft, as 

rendered him totally unworthy of all credit. That the fecretary's depofition was 

at firft exceedingly dubious : Upon two examinations, he could not remember any 

fuch words: Even the third time, his teftimony was not pofitive; but imported 

only, that Stratford had fpoke fuch or fuch-like words: And words may be very 

like in found, and differ much in fenre ; nor ought the lives of men to depend 

tlpon grammatical criticifins of any exprefiions, tnuch lefs, of thofe delivered by 

the fpeaker without premeditation, and committed by the hearer, for any time, 

however thort, to the uncertain record of memory. That, in the prefent cafe, 

changing This kingdom into That kingdom, a very flight alteration! the Earl's 

difcourfe could regard nothing but S~otland, and implies no advice unworthy of 

an Englifu counfellor. That even tetaining the expreffion, This kingdom, the 

words may fairly be underftood of Scotland, which alone was the kingdom that 

the debate regarded, and which alone had thrown off allegiance, and could be re

duced to obedience. That it could be proved, as well by the evidence of all the 

King's minifters, as by the known difpofition of the forces, that the intention ne

ver was to land the Iri!h army in England, but in Scotland. That of fix other 

counfcllors prefent, Laud and Windebank could give no evidence ; Northumber

land, Hamilton, Cottington, and J uxton, could recolleCt no fuch expreffion ; 

and the advice was too remarkable to be eafily forgot. That it was nowife pro

bable fuch a defperate council would be openly delivered at the board, and before 

Northumberland, a perfon of that high rank, and whofe attachments to the 

court were fo much weaker than his attachments to the countr}r· That tho' 

Northumberland, and he alone, had recollected fome fuch expreffion, as that Of 

~ h.eing abfolved from rules of government; yet, in fuch defperate extremities as 

thofe, into which the King and kingdom were then fallen, a n1axin1 of that na-

• Clarendo", vol. i. p. 223, 229, 230, &c. Whitlocke, p .• p. l\1ay, p. 93· 
tu re, 
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ITe, allowing it to be delivered by Strafford, may be defended, upon principles Chap. r. 

he moft favourable to law and liberty. And that nothing could be more iniqui- 164•· 
tous, than to extract an accufation of treafon from an opinion, fimply propofed 
at the council-table ; where a1l freedom of debate ought to be permitted, and 
where it was not unufual for the members, in order to draw forth the fentiments ' 
of others, to propofe councils very remote from their own fecret advice and 
1udoment * .J 0 .. 

THE evidence of Secretary V a ne, tho' expofed to fuch unfurmountable objec- ~m of attain

tion~, was the real caufe of Strafford's unhappy fate ; and made the bill of attain- er. 

der pafs the commons with no greater oppofition than that of fifty-nine diffenti~g 
votes. But there remained two other branches of the legiilature, the King and 
the lords, whofe a[ent was requifite; and thefe, if left to their free judgment, 
it was eafily forefeen, would reject the bill, without fcruple or deliberation. To 
overcome this difficulty, the popular leaders employed expedients, for which they 
were beholden partly to their own induftry, partly to the imprudence of their ad-
verfaries. 

NEXT Sunday after the bill paired the commons, the. puritanical pulpits re
founded with declamations concerning the neceffity of executing juftice upon great 
delinquents t. The populace took the alarm. About fix thoufimd men, armed 
with fwords and cudgels, flocked from the city, andd"urrounded the houfes of 
parliament t. The names of the fifty-nine commoners, who had voted againft 
the bill o[t attainder, were pofted up under the title of Straffordians and betrayers 
()/ their country. Thefe were expofed to all the infults of the ungovernable mul
titude. When any of the lords paifed, the ·cry for ]tljlic~ againft Strafford re
fou.nded in their ears: And fuch as were fufpected of friendfhip to that obnoxious 
minifter, were fure to meet with menaces, not unaccompanied with fy1nptoms of 
the n1oft defperate refolutions in the furious populace§. 

CoMPLAINTS in the houfe {)f commons being made againft thefe violences as 
the moft flagrant breach of privilege, the ruling members, by their affected cool
nefs and indifference, fhowed plainly, that the popular tu mules were not difagree
able to them 1]. But a new difcovery, made about this time, ferved to throw eve
ry thing into frill greater flame and combuftion. 

SoME principal officers, Piercy, J ermyn, Oneale, Goring, Wilmot, Pol
lard, Afhburnham, partly attached to the court, partly difgufted with the par
liament, had formed a plan of engaging into the King's fervice the Englifh ar
my, whom they obferved to be difpleafed at fome marks of preference given by 
the commons to the Scots. For this purpofe, they entered into an affociation 

* Rulhw. vol. iv. p. s6o, t Whitlocke, p. 43· t Ibid. 
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took an oath of fecrecy, and kept a clofe correfpondence with fome of the King'S' 
fervants. The form of a petition to the King and par'iament was concerted; 
and it was propofed to get this petition fubfcribed by the army. ,The .petitioners 
there reprefent the great and. unexampled conceffions ~1adc by t~1e _Kw? ,for the 
fecurity of public peace and ltberty; the endlefs demancJS of certain ll fatta·Jle and 
turbulent fpir:ts, whom nothing lefs will content than a total fubvLrfion of the 
antient confti ~ ution; the frequent tumults, which LH.fe fatli';US njaleconteotg 
had excited, a '1d which endangered the lib ;:rt y of pctr'iament. To prevent thefe 

mifchicfs:> the army offered to come up and guard that aifembly. " So fhaH 
" the nation," as they exprefs themfclves in the c<;>nclufion, '· not only b~ 
'' vindicated from precedent innovations, but be fecured fro n the fut.ure, which 
" are threatened, and which are likely eo proJuce more dJngerous effeCts th .m 

" the former*." The draBght of this petition being con veyeJ to the King, 
he was prevailed on, fomewhat imprudently, to co,mterfign it himfelf, as a 
mark of his approbation. But as feveral difficulties occurr~d,. the pr.oject was 

laid afide t<vvo months before any tlublic dif(:overy was maJe of it. 

IT was Goring, who betrayed the fecret to the popular leaders. The alarm may 
eJfily be imagined, which this intelligence conveyed. Petitions from the mili
tary to the civil power are always looked on as difguifed, or rather undif.o-uifed . b 

eo m mands; and are of a nature wideiy dii1:erent from F etititms, prefented by 
any other rank of men. Pym opened the matter in the houfe t. On the firfl: 
intimation of a difcovery, P~ercy concealed himfelf, and J ermyn withdrew be• 
yond fea. This farther confirmed the fufpicion of a dangerous confpiracy. 
Goring delivered his evidence before the houfe. Piercy wrote a letter to his 
brother, Northumberland, confeffing moll of the particulars :J:. Both their tefli
monies agree with regard to the oath of fecrecy ; and as this circumftance had 
been denied by Pollard, Afhburnham, and Wilmot, in all their examinathns, 
it was regard~d as a new proof of fame defperate refolutions, which had been 

taken. 
· To convey more quickly the terror and indignation at this plot, the commons 

voted, that a proteftation fhould be figned by all the memb(:'rs. It was fent up to 
the lords, and figned by all of them, except Southampton and Robarts. Or:. 
dt!rs were given by the commons alone, without other authority, that it fhould 
be fubfcribed by the whole nation. The proteftation was in itfelf very inoffe11five 
and even infignificant, and contained nothing but general declarations, that the 
i\.1bfcribers would defend their religion and liberties 11. But it tended to increafe 

'* Clarendon, vol i. p. 24-7. Whitlocke, p. 43· t Ruil1w. vol. v. p. 2+0· 

t Rufhw. vol.v. p.255· 
11 Clarendon, vol •. i. p. 2_5.2. Rufhw. vol. v. p. 24-1. Warwh.k, P.· 180~ 

the 
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he popular panic, ahd intimated, what was more exprefsly declared in the pre- Ch:lp. V .. 
t641. 

amble, that thefe bleffings were now expofed to the utmoit peril. 

ALARMS were every day given of new confpiracies *: In Lancafhire, great 
n1ultitudes of papifts were gathering together : Secret meetings were held by 
them in caves and under ground in Surrey : They had entered into a plot to blow 
up the river with gunpowder, in order to drown the city t : Provifions of arms 
were making beyond fea: Sometimes France, fometimes Denmark, was forming 
defigns againft the kingdom : And the populace, who are always terrified with 
prefent, and enraged with difl:ant dangers, were fl:ill farther animated in their 
demands of juftice againft the unfortunate Stratford. 

THE King came to the houfe of lords: And tho' he expreffed his refolution, 
for which he offered them any fecurity, never again to employ . Strafford in any 
branch of public bufinefs; he profeffed himfe'f totally diffatisfied with regard to 
the circumfl:ances of treafon, and on that account declared his difficulty, in giving 
his affent to the bill.of attainder i· The commons took fire, .and voted it a breach 
of privilege for the King to take notice of any bill, depending before the houfe. 
Charles did not perceive, that his attachment to Strafford was the chief motive 
of the bill; and that, the greater proofs he gave of anxious concern for this mi
nifter, the more inevitable did he render his deftruB:ion. 

ABOUT eighty peers had conftantly attended Strafford's trial; but fuch ap
prehenfions were entertained on account of the popular tumulrs, that only forty
five were prefent when the bill of attainder was brought into the houfe. Yet 
of thefe, nineteen had the courage to vote againft it ll· A certain proof, that, 
if intire freedom had been aJlowed, the bill had been rejeCted by a great n1ajority. 

IN carrying up the bill to the lords, St. John, the folicitor-gener,1l, advanced 
two topics, well fuited to the fury of the times; that, tho' the tefl:imony againft 
Strafford were not clear, yet, in this way of bill, private fatisfaB:ion to each man's 
confcience was fufficient, even fhould no evidence at all be produced ; and that 
the Earl had no title to pleJd law, becaufe he had broke the law. It is true, 
added he, we give law to hares and deer; for they are bea(l:s of chace : But it 
was never accounted either cruel or unfair, to deilroy foxes or wolves, where
ever they can be found ; for they are bea(l:s of prey §. 

AfTER popular violence had prevailed over the lords, the fame batteries were 
next applied to force the King's affent. The populace flocked about vVhitehall, 
and accompanied their demand of juflice with the louclefr clamours and m .!l: 
open menaces. Rumors of confpiracies againft the parliament were anew fpread 
abroad: lnvafions and infurreB:ions talked of: And the whole nation was raifc d 

• Dugdale, p. 69. .Frankl}·n, p. 901. t Sir Edw. Walker, p. 3+9· 
! R..1fi1w. vol. v. p. 239. U Whitlocke, p. 43 . § Claren on, vol. i. P· 232. 

N n 2 into 
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into fuch a ~Tment, as threatened fome great and in1minent convulfion. On 

whichever fide the King cafl: his eyes, he fa w no refource nor fecurity. All his 

fervants, confulting their own fafety, rather than their mafl:er's honour, declmed 

interpoung with their advice between him and his parliament. The ~een, ter

rified with the appearance of fo mighty a danger, and bearing formerly no good

will to Stratford, was in tears, and preifed him to fati~fy his people, in this de

n1and, which, it was hoped, would finally content them. Juxon alone, whofe 

courage was not inferior to his other virtues, ventured to ad vife him, if, in his 

confcience, he did not approve of the bill, by no means to alfent to it*. 

ST R AFFORD, hearing of the King's irrefolution and anxiety, took a very ex

traordinary ftep: He wrote a letter, _in which he intreated the King, for the 

fake of public peace, to put an end to his unfortunate, however innocent life, and 

to qmet the tumultuous people by granting them that requeft, for which they 

~ere fo importunate t. " In this,'' added he, " my confent willtnore acquit 

" you to God than all the world can do belides. To a willing man there is no

" 1 ·Jury. And as, by God's grace, I forgive all the world with a calmnefs and 

" meeknefs, of infinite contentment to tny diQodging foul : So, Sir, to you, I. 

'' can refign the life of this world with all imaginable cheerfulnefs, in the juft 

" acknowledgement of your exceeding favours." Perhaps, Strafford hoped, that 

this unufual inftance rf generofity would engage the King ftill more ftrenuouny 

to protett him : Perhaps, he gave his life for loft; and finding himfe1f in the 

hands of his enemies, and obferving, that Balfour, the lieutenant of the Tower, 

was entirely devoted to the popular party :J:; he abfolutely defpaired of ever efcap

ing the multiplied dangers, with which he was every where invironed. We 

tnight afcribe this ftep to a noble effort of difintereftednefs, not unworthy the 

great mind of Strafford; if the meafure~ which he advifed, had not been, in the 

event, as pernicious to his mafter, as it was immediately fatal to himfelf 11. 

• Clarendon, vol.i. p. 257· Warwick, p. 16o. t Carendon,vol.i. p.z58. Rulhw •. 

vol. v. p. 251 :1: \Vhitlocke, p. 44· Franklyn, p. 896. 

11 Mr. Carte, in his life of the Duke of Ormond, has given us fome evidence to prove, that this 

letter was intirely a forgery of th"' popuhr leaders, in order to induce the King to facrifice Strafford •. 

He tells us, that Strafford faid fo to his fon, the night before his execution. But there arc fome rea

fons, why r adhere to the cc.mmon -way of telling this ftory. 1. The account of the forgery came 

thro' feveral hands, and from men of charaCters not fully known to the public: A circumfrance which 

weakens every evidence. 'Tis a hearfay of a hearfay. z. It feems impollible, but young Lord Straf

ford mufr inform the King, who would not fail to trace the forgery, and expofe his enemies to their 

merited infamy. 3· 'Tis not to be conceived but Clarendon and Whitlocke, not to mention others, 

muft have heard of the matter. 4· Str George Ratcliffe, in his life of Strafford, tells the ftory in the 

fame way that Clarendon and Wh.tlocke do. Would he alfo, who was Strafford's intimate friend, 

never have heard of the forgery ? 'Tis remarkable, that this life is dedicated or addrefied to young. 

Strafford. Would not he have put Sir George right in fo material and interefling a fact? 

7. 
AFTER: 
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AFTER the moft violent anxiety and doubt, Charles, at laft, granted a com

miffion to four noblemen to give the royal alfent, in his name, to the bill : Flat· 

tering himfelf, probably, in this extremity of diftrefs, that, as neither his will 

confented to the deed, nor was his hand immediately engaged in it, he was the 

n1ore free from all the guilt, which attended it. Thefe commiffioners he em

powered, at the fame time, to give affent to the bill, which rendered the par

liament perpetual. 

THE commons, from policy, more than from neceffity, had embraced the ex· 

pedient of paying the two armies by borrowing money from the city; and this 

loan they had repayed afterwards by taxes, levied upon the people. The citizens, 

either of themfelves or by fuggeftion, began to ftart difficulties with regard to 

a farther loan, which was demanded. We make no fcruple of trufting the par

liament, faid they, were we certain, that the parliament was to continue till our 

repayment: But, in the prefent precarious fituation of affairs, wha.t fecurity can· 

be given us for our money? In order to obviate this objection, a bill was fud

denly brought into the houfe, and paffed with great unanimity and rapidity, that 

the parliament fhould not be diffolved, prorogued, nor adjourned, without their. 

own confent. It was hurried in like manner thro' the houfe of peers; and was 

inftantly carried to the King for his affent. Charles, in the agony of grief, . 

fhame, and remorfe, for Stratford's doom, perceived not, that this other bill was 

of ftill more fatal confequence to his authority ; and rendered the power of his 

enemies perpetual, ~s it was already uncontroulable *. In comparifon of the bill 

of attainder, by which he deemed himfelf an accomplice in his friend's murder, . 

this conceffion made no figure in his eyes t : A circumftance, which, i.f it lef

fens our idea of his refolution or penetration, ferves to prove the integrity of his 

heart and the goodnefs of his difpofition. It is indeed certain, that fl:rong com

punction for his confent to Strafford's execution attended this unfortunate Prince 

during all the remainder of his life; and even at his own fatal end, the memo

ry of this guilt, with great forrow and retnorfe, recurred upon him. All men 

were [o fenfible of the extreme violence, which was done him, that he fuffered 

the lefs, both in character and interefl, from this unhappy meafure; and, tho' · 

• Clarendon, voJ. i. p. z6J, z6z. Rufhw. vol. v. p. 264. 

t What made this bill appear of lefs confequence was, that the parliament voted tonn:Jge and

poundage for no longer a period than two months: And as that branch was more than half of •he 

revenue, and the government could not pJffibly fubfift without jc ; it feemed indirealy in the power of 

the parliament to continue themfelves as long as they pleafed. This indeed was true in the ordiuary 

adminifl:ration of government : But on the approaches towards a civil war, which was not then fore

feen, it had been of great confequence to the King to have referved the right of difiolution) and to 

have fuffered any extremity, rather than allow the cont"nuance of the parliament. 
he 

Chap. V. 
I6fi• 
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he abandoned his bcft friend, yet w,ls he flill able to preferve, in fome degree, 

the attachment of all his adherents. 
SEeR ET AR y Carleton was fent by the King to inform Strafford of the final re-

fo!ution, which necefiity had extorted from him. 'The Earl feemed furprized, 
and ftarting up, exclaimt d in the words of the fcripture, Put not ~your trufl in 

princes 1zcr i1z the fons of men: for in them there is 110 falvation *. He was foon 
able, however, to collect his courage; and be prepared himfelf to fuffer the fatal 
fentence. On1y three d.ays interval WJS allowed him. The Ki:~g, who made a 
new effort in his behalf, and fent by the hands of the young Prince, a letter ad· 
dreffed to the peers, in which he entreated them to confer with the commons 

' about a mitigation of Strafford's ientence, and begged at 1eaft for fome delay, 
was rdufed in both requefls t. 

Fxecution of 
t.)trafford. 

STRAFFOR o, in patTing from his apartment to Towerhill, where the fcaffold 
was erected, ftopped llnder Laud's windows, with whom he had long lived in 
jntimate fricndihip; and entreated the affiftance of his prayers, in thofe awful 
n1oments, which were approaching: The aged primate diffolved in tears; and 
having pronounced, with a broken voice, a tender bleffing on his departing 
friend, funk into the arms of his attendants :J:. Strafford , ftill fuperior to his 
fate, marched on with an elated countenance, and with an air even of greater 
dignity, than what ufually attendtd him. He wanted that confolation, which 
commonly fupports thofe, who perilh by the ftroke of injt~fiice and oppreffion: 
He was not buoyed up by g1ory, nor by the affeCtionate compaffion of the fpec
tators : Yet his mind, erect and undaunted, found refources within itfelf, aAd 
maintJined its unbroken refolution, amidll: the terrors of death, and the tri
).lrnphant exultations of his mifguided enemies. His difcourfe on the fcaffold 
was full of decency and courage. " He feared," he faid, " that the omen was 
" bad for the intended reformation of the fcate, that it commenced with the 
~' ihedding of innocent blood." Having bid a laft adieu to his brother and 
friends, who attended him, and having fent a bleffing to his nearer rel.itions, 
who were abfent; "And now," faid he,'' I have nigh done! One ftroke will make 
f' my wife a widow, my dear children fatherlefs, deprive my poor fervants of their 
" indulgent n1after, and feparate me from my affeCtionate brother and all my 
" friends! But let God be to you and them all in all!" Going to difrobe and 
prepare himfeJf for the block, " I thank God," faid he, '' that I am no way 
" afraid of death, nor am daunted with any terrors; but do as chearfully lay 
" down my head at this time, as ever I did when going to repofe !" With one 
blow was a period put to his life by d-=1e executioner §. 

• Whitlocke, p. 44· t Rufuworth, vol. v. p. z6s. :f: Nalfon, vol. ii. p. 198. 
§ Ruiliworth, vol. v. )?· 267. 
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Tt-Ius perilhed, in the 49th year of his age, the famous Earl of Strafford, 
<me of the mofi. eminent perfonages, who has appeared in England. Tho' his 
death was loudly demanded as a fati,fatl:ion to juftice, and an atonement for the 
many violations of the conftitutio1 ; it may fafely be affirmed, that the fen
tence, by which he fell, was an enormity greater than the wodt of thofe, which 
his implacable enemies profe(: uted with fo murh cruel induftry. The p"ople, 
in their rage, had totally mifl:aken the proper o~jeCl: of their nfentment. All the 
neceffities, or, more properly fpeaking , the d rf-ficulties, by which the King had 
been induced r.o ufe violent expedients for ra;fing money, were the refult of mea
furcs precedent to Strafford's favour; and if they arofe from ill conduB:, he, at 
leaft, was intirely innocent. Even thofe violent expedients themfelves, which oc
cafioned the complaint, that the conftitution was fubvertcd had been, all of them, 
conducted, fo far as appeared, without his counfel or affi .wee. And wha'tevcr 
his private advice might be *, this fa!utary maxim he failed not, often and pub· 
licldy, to inculca.e in the King's prefence, that, if any inevitable neceffity 
ever obliged the fovereign to violate the ]a ws, this licence ought to be practifed 
with extreme referve, and, as foon as poffible, a juft atonement be made to the 
conftitution, for any injury, which it might fuftain from fuch dangerous prece
dents t. The firft parliament after the reftoration reverfeci the bi ll of attainder; 
and even a few weeks after Straffoid's execution, this very parliament remitted to 
his children the more fevere confequences of his fentence : As if confcious of the 
violence, with which the profecution had been conducted. 

IN vain did Charles expect, as a return for fo many inftances of unbounded 
compliance, that the parliament would at lafr fhow him fame indulgence, and would 
cordially fall into that unanimity, to which, at the expence of his own power, 
and of his friend's life, he fo earneftly courted them. All his conceffions were 
poifoned by their fufpicion of his infincerity; and the fuppof.:d attempt to engage 
the army againft them, ferved with many as a confirmation of this jealoufy. It 
was natural for the King to feek fome refource, while all the world feemed to de
fert Him, or combine againft him: and this probably was the utmoft of that etn
bryo -fcheme, which was formed with regard to the army. But the popular lead
ers ftill infifted, that a defperate plot was laid to bring up the forces immecli.ltely, 
and offer violence to the parliament : A defign of which Piercy's evidence ac
quits the King, and which the near neighbourhood of the Scots army fecms to 
render abfolute1y impracticable t. By means, however, of thefe fufpicions, was 

the 

• That Strafford was fecretly no enemy to arbitrary cou·• ci ls, ai'pears from fo.11e of his le•ters and 
difpat-.:hes, part:cularly vol. ii. p. 6o. where he i~.ems to wi01 thal c1 ftanding army were cftatJiilb ... cf. • 

t Rufhw. vol. iv. p. 567, 568, 569, po. 
:t: The projett of bringing up the army to London, according to Picrcy, was propofe3 to the K i11g;; 

but he re jetted it as foolifu: recaufe the Scots, who were in arm-, and I) ing in th::ir ne'ghb urhood, 
ID.! 

Chap. V .. 
1641• 



~80 I.!.IJSTO y OF GREAT BRlTAIN. 

Chap. V. the fame implacable fpirit frill kept alive; and the commons, without giving the 

164 1 ' KinO' any fatisfaetion in the fettlement of his revenue, proceeded to carry their 

inro~ds, with great vigour, into his now defencelefs prerogative *. 

High-com- TH E two ruling paffions of this parliament, were zeal for liberty, and an aver

mJfi_ion and fion to the church of England ; and to both of thefe, nothing could appear more 

fLu-chamber f _t..' • ·m h r. · fl-' • -1 d · 
abolifhed

4 

• exceptionable, than the court o "lllgtl-Commt 1011, w 01~ HHLltUtiOn re nut re 1t 

intirely arbitrary? and ailigned to it the defence of the ecclefiafr:cal efrablifhment. 

1"he fl:ar-chamber alfo was a court, which exert~d very high difcretionary powers; 

and had no precife rule or limit, either with regard to the caufes, which came un-

·der its jurifdiEtion, or the decifions, which it formed. A bill unanimoufly paffed 

the houfes, to abolifh thtfe two courts; and in them to annihilc;te tl1e principal 

and mofr dangerous articles of the King's prerogfltive. By the f.une bill, the ju-

, .rifdiCtion of the council was regulated, and its authority abridged t. Charles he

fitated before he gave his a!fent. But finding, that he had gone too far to retreat, 

and that he poffeffed no refource in cafe of a rupture, he at laft affixed the royal 

fanCtion to thefe excellent bills. But to fhow the parliament, that he was fuffi 4 

ciently apprifed of the importance of his grant, he obferved to them, that thefe 

new ftatutes altered, in a great n1eafure, the fundamental laws, ecclefiaftical and 

civil, which many of his predeceffors had eftabliihed :!=· 
Bv removing the ftar-chamber, the King's power of binding the people by 

his proclamations, was indireCtly abolifued ; and that important branch of prero

gative, the ftrong fymbol of arbitrary power, and unintelligible in a limited con

ftitution, being at laf\: removed, left the fyftem of government more confiftent 

and uniform. The ftar-chamber alone was accuftomed to punifh infractions of 

the King's edicts: But as no courts of judicatLlre now remained, except thofe in 

Weftminfter-hall, which take cognizance only of common and ftatute law, the 

king may thenceforth iffue proclamations, but no man is bound to obey them. 

It muft, however, be confeffed, that the experiment here made by the parliament, 

was not a little ralli and adventurous. No government, at that time, appeared 

in the world, nor is perhaps to be found in the records of any hiftory, which fub

fifred without the mixture of fome arbitrary authority, committed to fome ma

giftrate; and it might reafonably, beforehand, appear doubtful, whether human 

fociety could ever arrive at that ftate of perfection, as to fupport itfelf with no 

other controul, than the general and rigid maxims of law and equity. But the 

mull: be at London as foon as the Englilh army. This reafon is fo fol id and convincing, that it leaves 

no room to doubt of the veracity of Piercy's evidence; and confequentiy acquits the King of this 

terrible plot of bringing up the army, which made fuch a noife at that time, and was a pretence for 

fo many violences. 

• Clarendon, vol. i. p. z66. t Ibid. p. 28.3, 284.' Whitlocke, p. 47· Rulhw. vol. iii. 

p. 1383, 1 j8f. t Rulhw. vol. v. p. 307. 
par-
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parliament jufrly thought, that the King was too eminent a magifrrate to be truft- ehap. V. 

ed with difcretionary power, which he might fo eafily turn to the deftruCl:ion of 1641
• 

liberty. And in the event it has been found, that, tho' fome inconveniencies arife 
from the maxim of adhering ftriB:ly to law, yet the advantages fo much overba-
lance them, as fhould render the Englifh for ever grateful to the memory of their 
anceftors, who, after repeated contefts, at Iaft eftablifhed that noble principle. 

AT the requeft of the parliament, Charles, inftead of the patents during plea
fore, gave all the judges patents during their good behaviour *. A circumftance 
of the greateft moment towards fecuring their independancy, and barring the en
trance of arbitrary power into the ordinary courts of judicature. 

THE madhal's court, which took cognizance of offenfive words, and was not 
thought fufficiently limited by Jaw, was alfo, for that reafon, abolilhed t. The 
flannary courts, which exercifed jurifdiction over the miners, being liable to a 
like objection, underwent a like fate. The abolition of the council of the north 
and the council of Wales followed from the fame principles. The authority of 
the clerk of the market, who had a general infpeB:ion over the weights and mea
fures throughout the kingdom, was transferred to the mayors, lheriffs, and ordi· 
nary magiftrates. 

IN fuort, if we take a furvey of the tranfacrions of this memorable parliament, 
during the firft period of their operations ; we fhall find, that, excepting Straf
ford's attainder, which was a complication of cruel iniquity, their merits, in 
other refpects, fo much overbalance their miftakes, as to intitle them to very am .. 
ple praifes from all lovers of liberty. Not only former co,nplaints were remedied 
and grievances redreffed : Great provifion, for the future, was matie by excellent 
laws againft the return of like complaints. And if the means, by which they 
obtained fuch mighty advantages, favour often of artifice, fometimes of violence; 
it is to be confidered, that revolutions of government cannot be effected by the 
n1ere force of argument and reafoning : And that factions being once excited, 
men can neither fo firmly regulate the tempers of others, nor their own, as to en
fure themfel ves againft all exorbitancies. 

THE parliament now came to a paufe. The King had promifed his Scots 
fubjecrs, that he would this fummer pay them a vifit in order to fettle their go
vernment; and tho' the Englifh parliament was very importunate with him, that 
he fhould lay afide that journey, they could not prevail with him fo much as to 
delay it. As he muft neceffarily in his journey have palfed thro' the troops of 
both nations, the commons feem to have entertained great jealoufy on that account, 8.th ?f.Aug. 

and to have now hurried on, as much as they formerly delayed, the di!banding ~~;~; §~~~: 
t 1e armies. The arrears therefore of the Scots, were intirely paid them; and thofe land. 

• May, p. 107. t, Nalfon, vol. i. p. 778. 
VoL. V. Oo of 
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Chap. V. of the Englifh in part. The Scots returned home, and the Engli!h were fepa-

1641. rated into their feveral counties, and difmiffed. 

9th of Sept. AFTER this, the parliament adjourned to the 2oth of October; and a com 

n1ittee of both houfes, a thing altogether unprecedented, was appointed to fit d-u. 

ring the reed:~ , with very ample powers *. Pym was appointed chairman of the 

committee of the lower houfe. Farther attempts were made by the parliament, 

while it fat, and even by the commons alone, for affuming fovereign executive 

powers, and publifhing their ordinances, as they called them, inftead of laws. 

The committee too, on their parts, were ready to imitate this example. 

A sMALL committee of both houfes were appointed to attend the King into 

Scotland, in order, as it was pretended, to fee that the articles of pacification 

were executed; but really to be fpies upon him, and extend ftill farther the ideas 

of parliamentary authority, as well as eclipfe the majefty of the King. The 

Earl of Bedford, Lord Howard, Sir Philip Stapleton, Sir William Armyne, 

Fiennes, and Hambden, were the perfons chofen t. 
ENDEAVOURS were ufed, before Charles's departure, to have a protector of 

the kingdom appointed, with a power to pafs laws without having recourfe to 

the King. So little regard was now paid to royal authority, or to the eil:ablifhed 

conftitution of the kingdon1. 

AMIDST the great variety of affairs, which occurred during this bufy period, 

we have almoft overlooked the marriage of the Princefs Mary with William 

Prince of Orange. The King concluded not this alliance without communicating 

his intentions to the parliament, who received the propofal with fatisfaCl:ion :J:. This 

was the commencement of the connections with the family of Orange : Connec· 

tions, which were afterwards attended with the moft important confequences, 

both to the kingdom and the houfe of Stuart. 

C H A P. VI. 

Settlement of Scotland.-ConJpiracy in lreland.-InfurreCiion and 

ma./facre.-Meeting qf the Englijh parliament.-:fhe remon

flrance.-Rea.fons on both jides.--Impeachment of the bijhops.

Accufotion if the five members.-:fumults.-King leaves Lon

don.-Arrives in rork.-Preparations for civil war. 

T HE Scots, who firft began thefe fatal corn motions, thought that they had 

fini1hed a very perilous undertaking, much to their profit and reputation. 

! Ra1hw. vol. v. p. 387. t Rufhw. vol. v. p. 376. :t: Whitlocke, p. 38. 
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Befides the large pay voted them for lying in good quarters during a twelvemonth, Chap. vr. 
the Englifh parliatnent had conferred on them a prefent of 3oo,ooo pounds r 

1641
• 

their brotherly affiftance *. In the articles of pacification they were declare · eo 
have ever been good fubjects; and their military expeditions were approved of, 

-as enterprizes calculated and intended for his Majefi:y's honour and a9vantage : 
'To carry farther the triumph over their fovereign, thefe terms, fo ignominious to 
him, were ordered, by a vote of parliament, to be read in all churches, upon a 
day of thankfgiving, appointed for the national pacification t : All their claims, 
for the reftriEtion of prerogative, were agreed to be ratified : And what they more 
valued than all thefe advantages; they had a near profpect of fpreading the pref
byterian difcipline in England and Ireland, fron1 the feeds which they had fcatter
ed, of their religious principles. Never did refined Athens fo exult in diffufing 
the fciences and liberal arts over a favage world : Never did generous Rome fo 
pleafe herfelf in the view of law and order efi:ablifhed by her viCtorious arms : As 
the Scots now rejoiced, in communic;ating their barbarous zeal, and theological 
fervour, to the neighbouring nations. 

CHARLES, defpoiled in England of a confiderable part of his authority, and , 
dreading frill farther encroachments upon him, arrived in Scotland, with an inten- Aug~ft 14· 

tion of abdicating almofi: entirely the fmall fhare of power, which there remained s 
1 

f 
to him, and of giving full fatisfaCtion, if poffible, to his reftlefs fubjects in that s~~t~a~~~t 0 

kingdom. 

THE lords of articles were an ancient inftitution in the Scots parliament. They 
were confi:ituted after this manner. The lords chofe eight bifhops: The bilhops 
elected eight lords: Thefe fixteen named eight commiffioners of counties, and 
eight burgeffes: And without the previous confent of the thirty two, who were 
denominated lords of articles, no motion could be made in the parliament. As 
the bifhops were intirely devoted to the court, it is evident, that all the lords 
of articlts, by neceffary confequence, depended on the King's nomination; and 
the prince, befides one negative after the bills paff(d through the parliament, pof .. 
feffed indireCtly another before their introduction; a prerogative of much great-

.er confequence than the former. The bench of bifhops being now abolifhed, the 
parliament wifely laid hold of the opportunity, and totally fet afide the lords of 
articles: And till this important point was obtained, the nation, properly fpeak
ing, could not be faid to enjoy any regular freedom :f:. 

'T1s remarkab{t, that, notwithfi:anding this infi:itution, which had no parallel 
in England, the royal authority was always deemed much lower in Scotland than 
in the former kingdom. Bacon reprefents it as one advantage to be expected from 
the union, that the too extenfive prerogative of England would be abridged by 

• Na1fon, vol. i. p. 747· May, p. 104. t Rufuw. vol. v. p. 365. Clarendon, vol. ii. 
P· 293· t Burnet. Mem. 
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the example of Scotland, and the too narrow prerogative of Scotland be enlarged 

from imitation of England. The Englifh were, at that time, a civilized people, 

and obedient to the laws : But among the Scots, it was of little conftquence, how 

the laws were framed, or by whom voted; while the exorbitant ariftocracy had it 

fo much in their power to prevent their regular execution. 

THE peers and commons formed only one houfe in the Scots parliament: And 

as it had been the praCtice of James, continued by Charles, to grace Engli!h 

gentlemen with Scots titles; all the determinations of parliament, it was to be 

feared, would in time depend upon the prince, by means of thefe votes of fo

reigners, who had no intere!l: nor concern in the nation. It was therefore a law, 

deferving great approbation, that no man !hould be capable of being created a 

Scots peer, who poifcifed not I o,ooo marks (above 500 pounds) of annual rent 

in the kingdom *. 
A LAw for triennial parliaments was likewife paffed ; and it was ordained, that 

the laft act of every parliament fhould be to appoint the time and place for hold

ing the parliament next enfuing t. 
THE King was deprived of that power, formerly exercifed, of iifuing procla

mations, which enjoined obedience, under the penalty of treafon : A prerogative, 

which invefi:ed him with the whole legiOative authority, even in matters of the 

higheft confequence :f:. 
So far was laudable: But the moft fatal blow given to royal authority, and 

what, in a manner, dethroned the Prince, was the article, that no member of the 

privy council, in whofe hands, during the King's abfence, the whole adminiftra

tion lay, no officer of ftate, none of the judges, fhould be appointed but by ad

vice and approbation of parliament. Charles even agreed to deprive, of their 

feats, four judges who had adhered to his interefts : and their place was fupplied 

by others more agreeable to the ruling party. Several of the covenanters were 

alfo fworn of the privy council. And all the minifters of ftate, counfellors, and 

judges, were, by law, to hold their places during life or good behaviour§. 

THE King, while in Scotland, conformed himfelf entirely to the eftablilhed 

church; and affifted at the long prayers, and lo1 ger fermons, with which the 

prefbyterians endeavoured to regale him. He befrowed penfions and preferments 

on Henderfon, Gillefpy, and other popular preachers; and praB:ifed every art to 

fofcen, if not to gain, his greateft enetnies. The Earl of Argyle was created a 

marquefs, Lord London an earl, Lcfley was dignified with the title of Earl of 

Leven 11 . H. s friend~, he was obliged, for the prefent, to neglect and overlook: 

Some of them were difgufi:ed: And his enemies were not reconciled; but afcrib

ed all his careffes and favours to artifice and neceffity. 

. • Burnet, Mem. t Ibid. t Ibid. §Ibid. fl Clarendon, vol. ii. p. 309· 
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AR·GYL E and Hamilton, being feized with an apprehenlion, real or counterfeit, Chap. VI. 

that the Earl of Crawford and others intended to affaffinate them, left the parlia- 1641 • 

ment fuddenly, and retired into the country: But upon invitation and affurances, 

returned in a few days. This event, which had neither caufe nor effeft that was 

vifible, nor purpofe, nor confequence, was commonly denominated the incident. 

But tho' this event had no effeCt in Scotland; what was not expected, it was at-

tended with confequences in England. The Englifu parliament, which was now OClober 20. 

affembled, being willing to awaken the people's tendernefs by exciting their fears, 

immediately took the alarm; as if the malignants, fo they called the King's party, 

had laid a plot at once to murder them and all the godly in both kingdoms. They 

applied, therefore, to Effex, whon1 the King had left general in the fouth of 

England ; and he ordered a guard to attend them *. 

BuT while the King was employed in pacifying the commotions in Scotland, 

and was preparing to return to England, in order to apply himfelf to the fame fa

lutary work in that kingdom; he received intelligence of a dangerous reoellion 

broke out in Ireland, with circumftances of the utmoft horror, bloodfhed, and 

devaftation. On every fide, this unfortunate Prince was purfued with murmurs, 

difcontent, faction, and civil wars; and the fire, from all quarters, even by the 

moft independent accidents, at once blazed up about him. 

THE great plan of J ames, in the adminiflration of Ireland, continued by Charles, . 

was, by jufrice and peace, to reconcile that turbulent people to the authority of 

laws, and, introducing art and induflry among them, to cure that floth and bar

barifm to which they had ever been fubjeB:. In order to ferve both thcfe purpo

fes, and, at the fame time, fecure the dominion of Ireland to the Englilh crown, . 

great colonies of Britifh had been carried over, and being intermixed with the 1:. 

riih, had every where introduced a new face of things into that country. During 

a: peace of near forty years, the inveter,lte quarrels between the nations feemed, in 

a great meafure, to be obliterated ; and tho' much of the landed property, for

feited by rebellion, had been conferred on the new planters, a more than equal 

return had been n1ade, by their inftrueting the natives in tillage, building, rnanu

f"B:ures, and all the civilized arts of life t. This had been the courfe of things · 

during the fucceffive adminiftrations of Chichefter, Grandifon, Falkland, and, ~ 

above all, of Strafford. Under the government of this laft nobleman, the pacr. 

fie plans, now come to greater maturity, and forwarded by his vigour and indu. 

ftry, feemed to have operated with full fuccefs, and to nave befl:owed, at laft, on . 

that favage country, the face of an European fettlement. 

Whitlocke, p. 49· Dud gale, p. 72. Burnct's memoirs of the hou(e of Hamil on, p. I 84, IS .. • 

Clarendon, p. 299. t Sir John T..emple's Iri!h rebellion, p. I z. 
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Chap. VI. AFTER Strafford fell a viCtim to popular rage, the humours, excited in Ire-
x641. land by that great event, could not fuddenly be compofed, but continued to pro· 

duce the greateft innovations in the government. 
THE Britifh proteftants tranfplanted into Ireiand, having every moment before 

their eyes all the horrors of popery, had naturally been carried into the oppofite 
extreme, and had univerfally adopted the higheft principles and practices of the 
puritans. Monarchy, as well as the hierarchy, was become odious to them ; and 
every method of limiting the aut.bority of the crown, and detaching themfelves 
from the King of England, was greedily adopted and purfued. They confidered, 
not, that as they fcarce compofed the fixth part of the people, and were fecretly 
obnoxious to the antient inhabitants ; their only method of fupporting themfelves 
was by maintaining royal authority, and preferving a great dependence on their 
rnother·country. The Englifh commons likewife, in their furious profecution of 
Strafford, had overlooked the m oft obvious confequences; and, while they impu
ted to him, as a crime, every difcretionary act of authority, they defpoiled all 
fucceeding governors of that power, by which alone the Irifh could be retained in 
fubjeCl::ion. And fo ftrong was the current for popular government in all the three 
kingdoms, that the moft eftabli!hed maxims of policy were every where abandon .. 
ed, in order to gratify this ruling paffion. 

CHARLES, unable to refift, had been obliged to yield to the lrifh, as to the 
Scots and Englifh parliaments ; and found too, that their encroachments ftill rofe 
in proportion to his conceffions. Thofe fubfidies, which themftlves had voted, 
they reduced, by a fubfequent vote, to a fourth part: The court of high commif
fion was determined to be a grievance : Martial law aboli!hed : The jurifdiCl:ion 
of the council annihilated : Proclamations and aCts of ftate declared of no autho
rity: Every order or infcitution, which depended on 1nonarchy, was invaded; 
and the Prince was defpoiled of all his prerogative, without the leaft pretext of 
any violence or illegality in his adminiftration. 

THE ftanding army of Ireland was ufually about 3000 men ; but in order to 

affift the King in fuppreffing the Scots covenanters, Strafford had raifed 8coo 
more, and had incorporated with them a thoufand men, drawn from the old ar
my; a neceifary expedient for beftowing order and difcipline on the new-levied fol
diers. The private men in this army were all Catholics; bU't the officers, both 
commiffion and non-commiffion, were proteftants, and could entirely be depend
ed on by Charles. The Englifh commons entertained the greateft apprehenfions 
on account of this army ; and never ceafed foliciting the King, till he agreed to 

break it: Nor would they confent to any propofals for augmenting the ftanding 
army to sooo men ; a number which the King judged requifite for retaining Ire
land in obedience. 

5 
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CHARLES, thinking it dangerous, that 8ooo men, accutl:omed to idlenefs, and 
trained to the ufe of arms, fhould be difperfed among a nation fo turbulent ~nd 
unfettled, agreed with the Spani!h amhaffador to have them tranfported into Flan-
ders, and inlifted in his mafter's fervice. The Englifh commons, apprehenfive~ 

th~t regular bodies of troops, difciplined in the Low Countries, would prove ftill 
more dangerous, £bowed fome averfion to this expedient ; and the King reduced 
his allowance to 4000 men. But when the Spaniards had hired fhips for tranf· 
parting thefe troops, and the men were ready for embarkation ; the commons,. 
willing to fhow their power, and not difpleafed with an opportunity of curbing 
and affronting the King, prohibited every one from furni!hing veffels for that fer-
vice. And thus the project, formed by Charles, of freeing the country from 
thefe men, was unfortunately difappointed *. 

THE old Irifh cathoJics remarked all thefe falfe fieps of the Englifh, and refol
ved to take advantage of them. Tho' their animofity againft that nation, for 
want of an occafion to exert itfelf, feemed to be extinguifhed, it was only com
pofed into a temporary and deceitful tranquillity t. Their interefts, both witlt 
regard to property and to religion, fecretly ftimulated the1J1 to a revolt. No indi
vidual of any fept, according to the ancient cuftoms, had the property of any 
particular efiate; but as the whole fept had a title to a whole territory, they igno
rantly preferred this barbarous community before the more fecure and narrower 
poffeffions affigned them by the Englifh. An indulgence, amounting almoft to 
a toleration, had been given the catholic religion : But fo long as the churches 
and the ecclefiaftical revenues were kept from the prie'fts, and they were obliged 
to endure the neighbourhood of profane heretics; being themfelves difcootented, 
they endeavoured continually to retard any cordial reconcilement between the Eng
liih and the Iriih nations. 

Chap. VI. 
1041· 

THERE was a gentleman, called Roger More, who, tho' of a narrow fortune, Confpiracy in. 

was defcended from a very ancient Iriih family, and was much celebrated among Ireland. 

his countrymen for valour and capacity. This man firft formed the project of 
expelling the Englifh, and afferting the independency of his native country :J:. 
He fecretly went from chieftain to chieftain, and rouzed up every latent principle 
of difcontent. He n1aintained a clofe correfpondence with Lord Maguire and 
Sir Phelim Oneale, the moft powerful of the old Irilh. By converfation, by let-
ters, by his emiffaries, he reprefented to his countrymen the motives of a revolt. 
He obferved to them, That, by the rebellion of the Scots, and faCl:ions of the-
Engli!h, the Kin2,'s authority in Britain was reduced to fo low a condition, that · 
he never could exert himfelf with any vigour, in maintaining the Englifh dominion. 

• Clarendon, vol .. i. p. 281. Rufhw.vol. v. p. 381. Dudgale, p. 75· May, bookii. P· 3~ 
t Temple, p. 14. t Nalfon, vol. ii, P•. 543• 

over 



Chap. VI. 
I6fl• 

288 H I S T 0 R Y oF G RE AT BR IT A I N. 

over Ireland ; that the catholics, in the Irifh houfe of commons, affifted by the 
proteftants, had fo dimini!hed the royal prerogative and the power of the lieute
nant, as would much facilitate the conduB:ing, to its defired effeCl:, any confpi· 
racy or combination, which could be formed ; that the Scots, having fo fuccefs
fully thrown off dependance on the crown of England, and affumed the go· 
vernment into their own hands, had fet an example to the Irifh, who had fo much 

· greater opprellions to complain of; that the Engliih planters, who had expelled 
them their poffeffions, fuppreffed their religion, and bereaved them of their liber· 
ties, were but a handful in comparifon of the natives; that they lived in the mofi: 

fupine fecurity, interfperfed with their numerous enemies, trufting to the protec
tion of a fmall army, which was itfelf fcattered in inconfiderable divifions through

out the whole kingdom; that a great body of men, difciplined by the govern
ment, were now thrown loofe, and were ready for any daring or defperate enter

prize ; that tho' the catholics had hitherto enjoyed, in fome tolerable meafure, the 

exercife of their religion, from the moderation of their indulgent prince, they 
muft hencefoith expect, that the government will be conc:luCl:ed by other maxims 
and other principles; that the puritanical parliament, having at }aft fubdued 
their fovereign, would, no doubt, fo foon as they had confolidated their authori
ty, .extend their ambitious enterprizes to Ireland, and make the catholics in that 
kingdom feel the ·fame furious perfecution, to which their brethren in England 

were at prefent expofed ; and that a revolt in the Irifh, tending only to vindicate 

their native liberty againft the violence of foreign invaders~ could never, at any 
time, be deemed rebellion; much lefs, during the prefent confufions, when their 
prince was, in a manner, a prifoner, and obedience muft be paid, not to him, 

but to thofe~ who had traiterouily ufurped his lawful authority t. 
Bv thefe confiderations, More engaged all the heads of the native Iri!h into 

the confpiracy. The Englifh of the pale, as they were called, or the old Engli!h 

planters, being all catholics, it was hoped, would afterwards join the party, which 

refl:ored their religion to its antient fplendor and authority. The intention was, 
that Sir Phelim Oneale and other confpirators, ihould begin an infurreB:ion on 

one day, throughout the provinces, and fhould attack all the Englitb fettle

ments; and that, on the very fame day, Lord Maguire and Roger More fhould 
furprize the caftle of Dublin. The commencement of this revolt they fixed on 
the approach of winter; that there might be more difficulty in tranfporting forces 

from En~land. Succours to thetnfelves and fupplies of arms they expeCted from 
France, m confequence of a promife made them by Cardinal Richelieu. And 
many Irifh officers, who ferved in the Spanifh troops, had given affurances of their 

toncurrence, fo foon as they faw an infurrection entered upon by their catholic 

t Temple, p. 72, 73, 78. Dugdale, p. 73· 
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brethren. News,- which, every day, arrived from England, of the fury, expref- Chap. V • 

fed by the commons againft: all papifrs, ftruck frefh terror into the Irifh nation, · ·16
·4-1· 

and both ftimulated the confpirators to execute their fatal purpofe, and gave them 

affured hopes of the concurrence of their countrymen *. 
SucH propenfity to a revolt was difcovered in all the Irilh, that it was deemed 

unneceffary, as it was dangerous, to entruft the fecret to xnany hands; and the 
appointed day drew nigh, nor had any difcovery been yet made to the govern-
ment. _ The King, indeed, had received information from his ambaffadors, that 
fomething was in agitation among the lrifh in foreign parts ; but tho' he gave 
warning to the admmiftration in Ireland, the intelligence was intirely negleCted t. 
Secret rumours, likewife, were heard of fome approaching confpiracy ; but no 
attention was paid to them. The earl of Leicefter, whom the King had ap
pointed lieutenant, remained in London. The two juftices, Sir William Parfons 
and Sir John Borlace were men of fmall ability, and, by an inconvenience com
mon to all faCtious times, owed their advancement to nothing but their zeal 

for that party, by whom every thing was now governed. Tranquil from their 
ignorance and inexperience, thefe men indulged themfelves in the moft profound 
repofe, on the very brink of deftruB:ion. 

BuT they were awakened from their fecurity, the very day before that ap
pointed for the commencement of hoftilities. The caftle of Dublin, , by which 
the capital was commanded, contained arms for Io,ooo men, with thirty-five 
pieces of cannon, and a proportionable quantity of ammunition : Yet was this im
portant place guarded, and that too without any care, by no greater force than . 
fifty men. Maguire and More were already in town with a numerous band of 
their retainers: Others were expected that night: And, next morning, they were' 
to enter upon, what they efteemed the eafieft of all enterprizes, the furprizal of 
the cafUe. Oconolly, an Iri!hman, but a proteftant, betrayed the fecret to 
Parfons :f:. The juftices and council, for fafety, fled immediately into the 'caftle, 
and reinforced the guards. The alarm was conveyed to the city, and all the 
proteftants prepared for defence. More efcaped: Maguire was taken; and Ma
hone, one of the confpirators, being likewife feized, firft: difcovered, to the juf
tices, the projeCt of a general infurreB:ion, and redoubled the apprehenfions, 
which were already univerfally diffufed throughout Dublin 11· 

BuT tho' Oconolly's difcovery faved the caftle from a furprize, the confeffion, Irilh infurrec

extorted from l\.1ahone, came too late to prevent the intended infurreB:ion. 0- ftion and maf-
• JCf~ 

neale and his confederates had already taken arms tn Ulfter. The Iriih, every 

• Dugdale, p. 74· f Rufhw. vo1. v. p. 408. Nalfon, vol. ii. p. 56;. 
:t Rulhw. vol. V. P· 399· Nalfon, vol. ii. P· szo. _ May, b ~ok ii. P· 6. 
11 Temple, p. 17, 18, 19, zo. Ruiliw. vol. v. p. 4co. 
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where intermingled with the Englifh, needed but a hint from their leaders anc 

prieil:s to begin hoftilities againft a people, whom they hated on account of their 

rel!gion, and envied for their riches and profperity *. The houfes, cattle, goods, 

of the unwary Engli!b were firft feized. Thofe, who heard of the corn motions 

in their neighbourhood, inftead of deferring the:r habitations, and flocking toge

ther for mutual proteCtion, remained at home, in hopes of defending their pro

perty; and fell thus feparately into the hands of their enemies t. After rapacity 

ad fully exerted itfelf, cruelty, and the moft barbarous, that ever, in any nation, 

\Vas known or heard of, began its operations. An univerfal maffacre commenced 

of the Englifh, now defencelefs and paffively refigned to their inhuman foes. 

No age, no fex, no condition, was fpared. The wife, weeping for her butch

ered huiband, and embracing her helplefs children, was pierced with them, and 

perifhed by the fame !hoke :t:· The old, the young, the vigorous, the infirm, 

underwent a like fare, and were confounded in one common ruin. In vain did 

Bight fave from the firft affault: DeftruB:ion was, every where, let loofe, and 

met the hunted vitlims at every turn. In vain was recourfe had to relations, to 

companions, to friends: All connexions were diffolved, and death was dealt by 

that hand, from which protection was implored and expeCted. Without provo· 

cation, without oppofition, the aftonHhed Englilh, living in profound peace and 

full fecurity, were maffacred by their neareft neighbours, with whom they had 

long upheld a continued intercourfe of kindnefs and good offices 11· 

BuT death was the lighteft punilhment, inflicted by thofe more than barbarous 

favages: All the tortures, which wanton cruelty could devife, all the lingering 

pains of body, the anguifh of mind, the agonies of defpair, could not fatiate re

venge excited without injury, and cruelty derived from no caufe. To enter 

into particulars would 1hock the leaft delicate humanity. Such enormities, tho" 

attefted by undoubted evidence, appear almoft incredible. Depraved nature, 

even perverted religion, tho' encouraged by the utmoft licence, reach not to fuch 

a pitch of ferocity; unlefs the pity, inherent in human breafts, be deftroyed by 

that contagion of example, which tranfports men beyond aU the ufual motives of 

£ondutl: and behaviour. 

THE weaker fex.themfelves, naturally tender to their own fufferings, and com

paffionate to thofe of others, here emulated their more robuft companions, in the· 

practice of every cruelty§. Even children, taught by the example, and encourag· 

ed by the exhortation, of their parents, effayed their feeble blows on the dead 

carcaffes· or defencelefs childreg of the Engli1h ~. The very avarice of the Irifh 

was not a fufficient refiraint to their cruelty. Such was their frenzy, that the 

cattle, which they had feized, and by rapine had n1ade their own, yet, becaufe 

• Temple, p. 39, 40. 79· t Id. p. 42. 
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they bore the name of Englifh, were wantonly fiaughtered, or, when covered with Chap. vr. 
wounds, turned loofe into the woods and defarts *. 164- 1• 

THE ftately buildings or commodious habitations of the planters, as if up
braiding the fioth and ignorance of the natives, were con fumed with fire, or laid 
level with the ground. And where the miferable owners, fhut up in their houfes, 
and preparing for defence, perifhed in the flames, together with their wives and 
children, a double triumph was afforded to thefe infulting butchers t. 

IF any where a number affetnbled together, and, affuming courage from de
fpair, were refolved to fweeten death by a revenge on their affaffins; they were 
difarmed by capitulations, and promifes of fafety, confirmed by the mofl: folemn 
oaths. But no fooner had they furrendered, than the rebels, with perfidy equal 
to their cruelty, made them fhare the fate of their unhappy countrymen :J:. 

OTHERS, more ingenious ftill in their barbarity, tempted their prifoners, by the 
fond love of life, to embrue their hands in the blood of friends, brothers, parents ; 
and having thus rendered them accomplices in guilt, gave them that death, which 
they fought to fhun by deferving it H· 

AMIDST all theft= enormities, the facred name of RELIGION refounded on every 
fide; not to O:op the hands of thefe favages, but to enforce their blows, and to 
fteel their hearts againft every movement of human or facial fympathy. The 
Englilh, as heretics, abhorred of God, and deteftable to all holy men, were mark
ed out by the priefts for fiaughter ; and, of all aCtions, to rid the world of thefe 
declared enemies to catholic faith and piety, was reprefented as the moft meri
torious §. Nature, which, in that rude people, was fufficiendy inclined to atro
cious deeds, was farther ftimulated by precept; and national prejudices empoi
foned by thofe averfions, more deadly and incurable, which arofe from an en
raged fuperftition. While death finilhed the fufferings of each victim, the bigot
ted affaffins, with joy and exultation, frill echoed in his expiring ears, that thefe 
agonies were but the commencement of torments, infinite and eternal~. 

SucH were the barbarities, by which Sir Phelim Oneale and the Irifh in UJO:er 
fignalized their rebellion : An event, memorable in the annals of human kind, 
and worthy to be held in perpetual deteftation and abhorrence. The generous 
nature of More was fhocked at the recital of fuch enormous cruelties. He flew 
to Oneale's camp ; but found, that his authority, which was fuffkient to excite 
the lrifh to an infurreCtion, was too feeble to rdlrain their inhumanity. Soon 
after, he abandoned a caufe, polluted with fo many crimes; and he retired into 
Flanders. Sir Phelitn, recommended by the greatnefs of his family, and perhaps 
too, by the unreftrained brutality of his nature ; tho' without any courage or ea-

• Temple, p. 84. t Temple, p. 99· I o6. R ufhw. vol. v. p. 4r +· 
t Whitlocke, p. 47· Rulhw. vol. v. p. 416. 11 Temple, p. roo. ~ Id. 8 5· to6. 
(jT Temple, p. 94, 107, 108. Rufuw. vol. v. p. 407. 
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eh 
"''l pacity, acquired the in ti re afcendant over the northern rebels*. The Englilh co-

ap. v • '-' 
16f1. lonies were totally annih ilated in the open country of Ulfter: The Scots, at fidr, , 

met with more favourable treatment. In order to engage them to a paffive neu-
tr.diry, the lril11 pretendtd to diftinguifh betwe n the Britifh nations; and claim
ing friendfhip and confanguinity with the Scots, extended not over them the fury 
of their maffacres. Many of them found an opportunity to fly the country: 
Others retired into places of fecurity, and prepared themfelves for defence: And 
by this means the Scots planters, moft of them at leaft, efcaped with their lives t. 

FRoM UW:er, the flames of rebellion diffufed themft:lves, in an inftant, over 
the other three provinces of Ireland. In all places, death and Oaughter were not 

.uncommon ; tho' the Irifh, in thefe other provinces, pretended to act with more 
moderation and humanity. But cruel and barbarous was their humanity! Not 
contented with expelling the Englilh their houfes, with defpoiling them -of their 
goodly manors, with wafting their cultivated fields; they ftripped them of their 
very cloaths, and turned them out naked and defencelefs, to all the feverities of 
the feafon :1=· The heavens themfelves, as if confpiring againft that unhappy peo
ple, were armed with cold and tempeft, unufual to the climate, and executed 
what the mericilefs f word of the barbarians had left unfinifhed u. The roads were 
covered with crowds of naked Englilh, haftening towards Dublin and the other 
cities, which yet remained in the hands of their countrymen. The feeble age of 
children, the tender fex of women, foon funk under the multiplied rigours of 
cold and hunger. Here, the bufband, bidding a final adieu to his expiring fa
mily, envied them that fate, which he himfelf expeCted fo foon to fhare: There, 
the fon, having long fupported his aged parent, with reluCtance obeyed his laft 
commands, and abandoning him in this uttermoft diftrefs, referved himfelf to the 
hopes of avenging that death, which all his efforts could not prevent nor delay. 
The aftoni!hing greatnefs of the calamity deprived the fufferers of any relief from 
the view of companions in affliCtion. With filent tears, or lamentable cries, they 
hurried on thro' the hoftile territories; and found every heart, which was not 
fteel'd by native barbarity, guarded by the more implacable furies of mitlaken 

piety and religion §. 
• THE faving of Dublin preferved in Ireland the remains of the Englifh name. 
The gates of that city, tho' timoroui1y opened, received the wretched fupplicants, 
and difcovered to the view a fcene of human mifery, beyond what any eye had ever 
before beheld ~. CompaffJOn feized the amazed inhabitants, aggravated with the 
fear of like calamities; while they obferved the numerous foes, without and 
within, which every where invironed them, and reflected on the weak refources, 
by which they were themfelves fupported. The more vigorous of the unhappy 

• Temple, p. 44· 
t Temple, p. 42, 

t Temple, p. 41.Ruiliw. vol. i. p. 416. 
1\ Id. p. 64. § Id. P· 88. ~ Id . p. 6z. 
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fugitives, to the number of three thoufand, were inlift:ed into three regiments: The 

reft were diftributed into the houfes ; and all care was taken, by diet and warmth, 

to recruit their feeble and torpid limbs. Difeafes of unknown name and fpecips, 

derived from thefe multiplied diftreffes, feized many of them, and put a fpeedy 

p~riod to their lives: Others, having now leifure to reflett on their mighty lofs 

of friends and fortune, curfed that being, which they had faved. Abandoning 

themfelves to defpair, refufing all fuccour, they expired ; without other confola

tion, than that of receiving, among their countrymen, the honours of a grave, 

which, to their Oaughtered companions, had been denied by the inhuman bar .. 

barians •. 

Bv fome computations, thofe, who perifhed by all thofe cruelties, are made 

to amount to an hundred and fifty or two hundred thoufand : By the moft mo

derate, and probably the moft reafonable account, they muft have been near forty 

thou fan d. 

THE juftices ordered to Dublin all the bodies of the army, which were not 

furrounded by the rebels; and they auembled a force of 1500 veterans. They 

foon inlifted, and armed from the n1agazines above 4~00 men more. They dif

patched a body of 6oo men to throw relief into Tredagh, befieged by the Irifh 

But thefe troops, attacked by the enemy, were feized with a panic, and were 

moft of them put to the fword. Their arms, falling into the hands of the Iriib, 

fupplied them with what they m oft wanted t. The juftices afterwards thought 

of nothing more than of providing for their own fecurity and that of the capital. 

The Earl of Ormond, their general, remonftrated againft fuch timid councils; 

· but was obliged to fubmit to authority. 

THE Englifh of the pale, who probably were not, at firft, in the fecret, pre

tended to blame the infurrection, and to deteft the barbarity, with which it was 

accompanied :l:· By their proteftations and declarations, they engaged the juftices 

to fupply them with arms, which they promifed to employ in defence of the go

vernment 11. But in a little time, the interefts of religion were found n1ore preva

lent over them than regard and duty to their native country. They chofe Lord 

Gormanftone their leader ; and, joining the old Irifh, rivaled them in every a& 

of cruelty towards the Englilh proteftants. Befides many fmaller bodies, difperf

ed over the whole kingdom, the principal army of the rebels amounted to 2o,ooo 

men, and threatened Dublin with an immediate fiege §. 

BoTH the Englifh and Iri!h rebels confpired in one impofture, with which 

they feduced many of their deluded countrymen: They pretended authority from 

the King and ~een, but chiefly from the latter, for their infurrettion ; and they 

• Temple, p. 43, 6z. t Nalfon, vol. ii. p. 905. 

:t: Temple, p. 33· Ru!hw. vol. v. p. 402. H Temple, p. 6o. Borlafe, Hift. p. 28. , 
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affirmed, that the caufe of their taking arms, was to vindicate royal prerogative, 
now invaded by the puritanical parliament *. Sir Phelim Oneale, having found 
a royal patent in Lord Caufield's houfe, whom he had murdered, tore off the feal, 
and affixed to it a commiffion, which he had forged for himfelf t. 

THE King received an account of this infurreCl:ion by a meffenger, difpatched 
from the north of Ireland. He immediately communicated his intelligence to 
the Scots parliament. l-Ie expeCted that the mighty zeal, expreffed by the Scots, 
for the proteftant religion, would immediately engage them to fly to its defence, 
where it was fo violently invaded: He hoped, that their horror againft popery, 
a religion which now appeared in its moft horrible afpecr, would fecond all his 
exhortations : He had obferved with what alacrity they had twice run to arms, 
and affembled troops in oppofition to the rights of their fovereign : He faw with 
how much greater facility they could now colleCt forces, which had been very 
lately di1banded, and which had been fo long enured to military difcipline. The 
cries of their affrighted and difl:reffed brethren in Ireland, he promifed himfelf, 
would powerfully incite them to iend over fuccours, which could arrive fo quickly, 
and aid them with fuch promptitude in this uttermoft diftrefs. But the zeal of 
the Scots, as is ufual among religious fetl:s, was very feeble, when not ftimu
lated either by faCtion or by intereft. They now confidered themfelves intirely as 
a republic, and made no account of the authority of their prince, which they had 
utterly annihilated. Conceiving hopes from the prefent difheffes of Ireland, they 
refolved to make an advantageous bargain for the fuccours, with which they lhould 
fupply their neighbouring nation. A~d they caft their eye on the EnglHh par
liament, with whom they were already fo clofely connected, and who could alone 
fulfil any articles, which might be agreed on. Except difpatching a fmall body 
to fupport the Scots colonies in Ulfter, they would, therefore, go no farther, 
at prefent, than to fend commiffioners to London, in order to treat with that 
power, to whom the fovereign authority was now, in reality, transferred :f:. 

TuE King too, fenfible of his utter inability to fubdue the Irilh rebels, found 
himfelf obliged, in this exigency, to have recourfe to the Englilh parliament, and 
depend on their affiftance for fupply. After communicating to them the intelli
gence, which he had received, he informed them, that the infurrection was not, in 
his opinion, the refult of any rafu enterprize, but of a formed confpiracy againft 
the crown of England. To their care and wifdom, therefore, he faid, he com
mitted the conduCt and profecution of the war, which, in a caufe fo important 
to national and religious interefts, muft, of neceffity, be immediately entered 
upon and vigoroufiy purfued n. 

• Rufbw. vol. v. p. 4-00, 401. 

U Clarendon, vol .. ii. p. 3cu. 
t Id. p. 402. t Id. P· 407· 
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TH! Englifh parliament was now a!fembled ; and difcovered, in every vote, Chap. vr. 
the fame difpofitions, in 'wvhich they had feparated. The exalting their own au- 1641

• 

thority, the diminifhing the King's, were ftill the objects purfued by the majo-
rity. Every attempt, which had been made to gain the popular leaders, and 
by offices to attach them to the crown, had failed of fuccefs, either for want of 

{kill in conduCting it, or by reafon of the ilender preferments, which it was then 
in the King's power to confer. The ambitious and enterprizing patriots difdaincd 

to accept, in detail, of a precarious power; while they efteemed it fo eafy, by 
one bold and vigorous a!fault, to po!fefs themfdves for ever of the entire fove-
reignty of the ftate. Senfible, that the meafures, which they had hitherto pur-

fued, rendered them extremely obnoxious to the King; were many of them in 

themfelves exceptionable; fame of them, ftriB:ly fpeaking, illegal; they refolved 
to feek their own fecurity, as well as greatnefs, by enlarging popular authority 

in England. The great neceffities, to which the King was reduced; the vio-

lent prejudices, which generally, throughout the nation, prevailed againft him ; 

his facility in making the moft important conceffions; the example of the Scots, 
whofe encroachments had totally fubverted monarchy: All thefe circumftances 

farther inftigated the commons in their invafion of royal prerogative. And the 

danger, to which the conftitution feemed to have been fo lately expoied, perfuaded 

many, that it never could be fufficiently fecured, but by the intire abolition of 
that authority, which had invaded it. 

BuT this projeCt, it had nQt been in the power, fcarce in the intention, of the 

popular leaders to execute, had it not been for the paffion, which feized the nati
on, for pre!byterian difcipline, and for the wild enthufiafm, which, at that time, 

accompanied it. The licence, which the parliament had befl:owed on this fpirit, 

by checking ecclefiaflical authority; the countenance and encouragement, with 
which they had honoured it; had already diffufed its influence to a wonderful 

degree : And all orders of men had drunk deep of the intoxicating poifon, In 

each difcourfe or converfation, this mode of religion entered ; in all bufinefs, 

it had a !hare; every elegant pleafure or amufement, it utterly annihilated ; ma

ny vices or corruptions of mind, it promoted ; even difeafes and bodily diftemper! 

were not totally exempted from it ; and it became requifite, we are told, for all 
phyficians to be expert in the fpiritual profeffion, and, by theological confidera

tions, to allay thofe religious terrors, with which their patients were fo generally 

haunted. Learning itfelf, which tends fo much to enlarge the mind, and huma
nize the temper, rather ferved, on this occafion, to exalt th ' t epidemical frenzy, 

which prevailed. Rude as yet, and imperfeCt, it fupplied the difmal fanaticifm 
with a variety of views, founded it on fome coherency of fyftem, enriched it with 

different figures of elocution ; advantages, with which a people, totally ignorant 
and barbarous, had been happily unacquainted. 

6 F.ROM . 
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FROM policy, at firff, and inclination, now from neceffity, the King attach· 
ed himfelf extremely to the hierarchy : For like reafons, hi~ enemies made ac
count, by one and the fame effort, to overpower the church and mon01rchy. 

WHILE the commons were in this difpofition, the Irifh rel:ellion was the event, 
which tended moft to promote the views, in which all their meafures terminated. 
A horror againfl: the papifts, however innocent, they had co11fbntly encouraged ; 
a terror againft the confpiracies of that feet, however improb1ble, they had at all 
times, endeavoured to excite. Here was broke out a rebellion, dreadful and un
expected; accompanied with circumffances the mofl: detefhble, of which there 
ever was any record : And what was the peculiar guiit of rl1e Irifh catholics, it 
was no difficult matter in the prefent difpofition of mens minds, to attribute to 
that whole feEt, who already were fo much the object of g( neral abhorrence. 
Accuffomed, in all invectives, to join the prelatical party 'Nith the papifts, the 
people immediately fuppofed this infurreCt:ion to be the refult of their united coun
cils. And when they heard, that the Irifh rebels pleaded the King's commiffion 
for all their violences; bigotry, ever credulous and malignant, affented without 
fcruple to that grofs impofture, and loaded the unhappy prince with the whole 
enormity of a contrivance, fo barbarous and inhuman *. 

• It is now fo univerfally allowed, notwithilanding fome muttering to the contrary, that the King 
had no hand in the Irilh rebellion, that it will be fuperfluous to infiH on a point, which feems fo clear. 
I !hall only fuggeil a very few arguments, among an infinite number, whic '1 occur. ( 1) Ought the 
affirmation of perfidious, infamous rebels, ever to have paired for any authority ? ( z) No body can 
tell us what the words of the pretended commiffion were. That commiffio1 which we find in Ru!h
worth, vol. v. p. 400. and in Milton's works, Toland's edition, is plainlr an impofture; becaufe 
it pretends to be dated in October I 64 r, yet mentions fact~, which happene:l not till fome months af
ter. It appears that the Irilh rebels, obferving fome inconfiftence in their frft forgery, were obliged 
to forge this commiffion a-new, yet ·could not render it coherent nor probable. ( 3) Nothing could 
more obvioufiy be pernicious to the King's caufe than the Irilh rebellion; becaufe it increafed his ne~ 
ceffities, and rendered him ftill more dependent on the parLament, who hac before fufficiently fhown 
on what terms they would aillll: him. (4) The inftant the king heard of the rebellion, which was a 
very few days after its commencement, he wrote to the parliament, and gtve over to them the ma
nagement of the war. Had he built any projects on that rebellion, would he not have waited fome 
little time, to fee how they would fucceed? Would he prefently have adopted a meafure, which was 
obvioufly fo hurtful to his authority? (5) What can be imagined to be the King's projeCts? To raife 
the Irifh to arms, I fuppofe, and bring them over to England for his affiftance. But is it not plain, 
that the King never intended to raife war in England? Had that been his intention, would he have 
rendered the parliament perpetual? Does it not appear by the whole train of events, that the parlia
ment forced him into the war ? (6) The King conveyed to the juilices intelligence, which ought to 
have prevented the rebellion. (7) The Irifh catholics, in all their future trmfatlions with the King, 
where they endeavour to excufe their infurretlion, never had the affurancc to plead his commiffion. 
Even among themfelves they dropped that pretext. It appears that Sir Phe:im Oneale, chiefly, and 
he only at firft, promoted that impofture. See Carte's Ormond, vol. iii. ~o too, 111, 112, 114, 

J 15, 121, 13 z, 137. (8) Oneale himfelf confeifed the impofture on his tJial and at his execution. 
See 
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Bv the difficulties ard diftreffts of the crown, the commons, who poff'eff'ed a

lone the power of fupply, had aggrandized themfelves; and it feemed a peculiar 

happinefs, that the Irif1 rebellion had fucceeded, at fo critical a junCture, to the 

pacification of Scotlant That exprcffion of the King, by which he committed 

to them the care of Inland, they immediately laid hold of, and interpreted in 

the moft unlimited fen{~. They had, on other occafions, been gradually encroach

ing on the executive p)wer of the crown, which forms its principal and moft na

wral branch of author,ty, but with regard to Ireland they had once aff'umed it, 

fully and intirely, as if delivered over to then1 by a regular gift or alignment. 

~nd to this ufurpation the King was obliged paffively to fubmit; both becaufe of 

his inability to refift, md left he fhould expofe himfelf ftill more to the reproach 

of favouring the prog~efs of that odious rebellion. 

THE projeCt of intnducing farther innovations in England being once formed 

by the leaders among the commons, it became a neceffary confequence, that their 

operations with regard to Ireland would, all of them, be confide red as fubordi · 

nate to the former, on whofe fuccefs, when once undertaken, their own grandeur, 

fecurity, and even beirg, muft intirely depend. While they pretended the utmoft 

zeal againft the Irifh irfurreCtion, they took no fteps towards its fuppreffion, but 

fuch as likewife tended to give them the fuperiority m thofe commotions, which 

they forefaw, muft fo foon be excited in England*. The extreme contemp~, en

tertained towards the Jlati ves in Ireland, made the popular leaders believe, that it 

would be eafy, at any :ime, to fupprefs their rebellion, and recover that kingdom: 

Nor were they willing to lofe, by too hafty fuccefs, the advantage, which that 

rebellion would afford then1 in their projected encroachments on the prerogative. 

By affuming the total management of the war, ·they acquired the courcfhip and 

dependence of every one, who had any connexion with Ireland, or who was de

firous of inlifting in thefe military enterprizes : They levied money under pre

tence of the Irifl1 exptt:lition : but referved it for purpofes, which concerned them 

more nearly : They nok arms from the King's magazines ; but fiill kept them, 

with a fecret intentior of employing them againft himfelf: Whatever law they 

deemed neceffary for ~ggrandizing themfelves, was voted, under colour of enab

ling them to recover !·eland; and if Charles with-held the royal affent, his refu

fal was imputed to thofe pernicious councils, which had at firft excited the popifh 

rebellion, and which ftill threatened total deftrutl:ion to the proteftant intereft, 

See Nalfon, vol. ii. p. sz~. (9) It is ridiculous to mention, the ju£lification which Charle• If. gave 

to the Marquis of Antrim,as if he had aCted by his father's commiilion. Antrim had no hand in 

the firft rebellion and the naifacre. He joined not the rebels till two years after, and he performed 

important fervices to the :Ring, .in fending over a body of men to Montrofe. 

* Clar n.ion, vol. ii. p. 435· SirEd. Walker, p. 6. 
-
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throughout all his dominions *. And, tho' no forces were for a long time fent 
over to Ireland, and very little money remitted, during the extreme diftrefs of 
that kingdom; fo (l:rong was the people's attachment to the commons, that the 
fault was never imputed to thofe pious zealots, whofe votes breathed nothing but 
death and deftruB:ion to the Irifh rebels. 

To make the attack on royal authority by regular approaches, it was thouo-ht 
1 D 

proper to form a general remonftrance of the ftate of the kit gdom ; and accord-
ingly, the committee, which, at the firft meeting of the parliament, had been , 
chofen for that purpofe, and which had hitherto made no advance in their work, 
received frefh injunctions to finifh that undertaking. 

THE committee brought into the houfe that remonftrance, which has become 
fo memorable, and which was foon afterwards attended with fuch important confe
quences. It was not addreifed to the King; but was openly declared to be an ap· 
peal to the people. The harfhnefs of the matter was equalled by the feverity of 
the language. It confifl:s of many grofs fal!hoods, intermingled with forne evi .. 
dent truths: Malignant infinuations are joined to open invectives: Loud com~ 
plaints of the paft, accompanied with jeatous prognoflications of the future. 
Whatever unfortunate, whatever invidious, whatever fufpicious meafure, had 
been embraced by the King from the commencement of his reign, is infi£l:ed on 
and aggravated with mercilefs rhetoric : The unfuccefsful expedition to Cadiz and 
the ifie of Rhe are mentioned : The fending £hips to France for fuppreffion of the 
hugonots : The forced loans : The illegal confinement of men for not obeying 
illegal commands : The violtnt diifolution of four parliaments : The arbitrary 
government, which always fucceeded : The queftioning, fining, and imprifoning 
n1embers for their conduct in the houfe : The levying taxes without confent of 
the comn1ons: The introducing fuperftitious innovations into the church, with
out authority of law: In fhort, every thing, which, either with or without rea
fan, had given offence, during the courfe of fifteen years, from the acceffion of 
the King to the calling of the prefent parliament. And, tho' all thefe grievances 
had been already redreifed, and even laws enaCted for future fecurity againft their 
return, the praife of a11 thefe advantages was afcribed, not to the King, but to 
the parliament, who had exerted his confent to fuch falutory ftatutes. Their 
own merits too, they afferted towards the King, were equally great, as towards 

' the people. Tho' they had feized his whole revenue, rendered it totally precari-
ous, and made even their temporary fupplies be paid into their own commiffioners, 
who were independent of him ; they pretended, that they had very liberally fup- • 
ported him in his neceffities. By an infult frill more egregious, the very giving 
n1oney to the Scots for lev'ying war againil: their fovereign, they reprefented as an 

"Nalfon1 vol. ii. p. 618. Clarendon) vol. iv. p. 590. 
2 inftance 
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in{bnce of their duty towards him. And all their grievances, they faid, which Chap. vr .. 
amounted to no lefs than a total fubverfion of the confl:itution, proceeded intirely 16.p. 

from the formed combination of a popifh fatl:ion, who had ever fwayed the King's 
councils, who had endeavoured, by an uninterrupted effort, to introduce their 
fuperftition into England and Scotland, and who had now, at I aft, excited an 
open and bloody rebellion in Ireland *. 

Tu rs remonftrance, fo full of acrimo;y and violence, was a plain fignal for 
fome farther attacks intended on royal prerogative, and a declaration, that the con
ceffions, already made, however important, were not to be regarded as fati~facto .. 
qr. What pretenfions- would be advanced, how unprecedented, how unlimited, 
were eaGly imagined; and nothing lefs was forefeen, whatever ancient names 
might be preferved, than an abolition, almoft total, of the monarchical go
vernment of England. The oppofition, therefore, which the remonftrance 
met with in the houfe of commons, was very great. For above fourteen ho' rs, 
the debate was warn1ly managed; and from the wearine[s of the King's pat: .. 
ty, which . probably confitled chiefly of the elderly people, and men of cool 
fpirits, the vote was, at )aft, carried by a fmall majority of eleven t. Some November H. 

time after, the remonflrance was ordered to be printed and p·1bli!hed, with-
out being carried up, as is ufual in fuch cafes, to the hot:fe of peers, for 
their affent and approbation. 

vVHEN this remonftrance was difperfed, it excited, every where, the fame vio- Reafons on 

lent controverfy, which had attended it, when introduced into the houfe of corn- both fides. 

mons. This parliament, faid the partizans of that affembly, have at laft profited 
by the fatal example of their predeceffors; and are refolved, that the fabric, 
which they had generoufiy undertaken to rear for the protection of liberty, fhall 
not be left to future ages, infecure and imperfet:l:. At the time, when the petiti~ 
on of right, that requifite vindication of a violated conftitution, was extorted 
from the unwilling prince; who but imagined, that liberty was at !ail: fecured, 
and that the laws would thenceforth maintain themfel ves in oppofition to arbitra-
ry authority ? But what was the event? A right was indeed acquired to the peo-
ple, or rather their ancient right was more exaCtly defined : But as the power of 
invading it frill remained in the prince, no fooner did an opportunity offer, than 
he tota1ly difregarded all laws aad preceding engagements, and made his will and 
pleafure the fole rule of government. Thofe lofty ideas of monarchical govern-
ment, which he had derived from his early education, which are united in his 
mind with the irrefiftible illufions of felf-love, which are corroborated by his mif-
taken prindples of religion, it is in vain to hope, that, in his more advanced age, 
he will fincerely renounce, from any fubfequent refleCtion or experience. Sllcn 
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converfions, if ever they happen, arc extremely rare; but to expect, that they 
will be derived from neceffity, from the jealoufy and refentment of antagon'fts, 
from blame, from reproach, from oppofition, mull: be the refult of the fondeft 
and m oft blind credulity. Thefe violenccs, however neceffary, are fure to irritate 
a prince againft limitations, fo cruelly impofed upon him; and each conceffion, 
which he is inf. reed to make, is regarded as a temporary tribute paid to faction 
and fedition, and is fecredy attended with a refolution of feizing every favourable 
opportunity to retract it. Nor fhould we imagine, that opportunities of that 
kind will not offer in the courfe of human affairs. Governments, efpecially thofe 
of a mixed kind, are in continual fluctuation. : The humours of the people 
change perpetually from one extreme to another: And no refolution can be more 
wife, as well as more juft, than that of employing the prefent advantages againft 
the King, who had forme-rly puilied much lefs tempting ones to the utmoft extre
mity againft his people and his parliament. It is to be feared, that, if the reli
gious rage, which has- feized the multitude, be allowed to evaporate, they will 
quickly return to the antient ecclefiaftical eftablifhment; and embrace, with it, 
thofe principles of flavery, which it inculcates with fuch zeal on its fubmiffive 
profelytes. Thofe patriots, who are now the public idols, may then become the 
objects of general deteftation ; and equal fhouts of joy attend their ignominious 
execution, with thofe which fecond their prefent advantages and triumphs. Nor 
ought the apprehenfton of fuch an event to be regarded in them as a felfifh confi
deration : In their fafety is involved the fecurity of the laws : The patrons of the 
conftiturion cannot fuffer without a fatal blow to the conftitution : And it is but 
juftice in the public to proteB:, at any hazard, ~hofe, who have fo generoufly ex-
pofed themfelves to the utmofl: hazard for the public intereft. What tho' mo

narchy, the ancient government of England, be impaired, during thefe con
tefts, in many of its former prerogatives ? The laws will flouri!h the more by its 
decay ; and 'tis happy, aJlowing that matters are really carried beyond the bounds 
of moderation, that the current, at leaft, runs towards liberty, and that the 
error is on that fide, which is fafeft for the general interefts of mankind and 
fociety. 

THE befl: arguments of the royalifts againft a farther invafion of the preroga
tive, were founded more on oppofite ideas, which they had forn1ed of the paft 
events of this reign, than on oppofite principles of government. Some invafions, 
they faid, and thofe too, of no fmall confequence, had undoubtedly been made on 
national privileges : But were we to look for the caufe of thefe violences, we 
fhould never find it to confift in the wanton tyranny and injuftice of the prince, · 
not even in his ambition or immoderate appetite for authority. The hoftilities 

· with Spain, in which the King, on his acceffion, found hin1felf engaged, howe
ver imprudent and unnece!fary, had proceeded from the advice, and even Im

portunity 
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portunity of the parliament; who deferted him immediately after they had em- Chap. vr. 

barked him in thofe warlike meafures. A young prince, jealous of honour, was 1641
• 

naturally afraid of being foil ed in his firf\: enttrprize, and had not, as yet, at-

tained fuch maturity of council, as to perceive, that his greateft honour lay in 

preferving the laws inviolate, and gaining the intire confidence of his people. 

The rigor of the fubfequent parliaments had been extreme with regard to many 

articles, particularly tonnage and poundage; and had reduced the King to an 

a~folute neceffity, if he would preferve entire the royal prerogative, of levying 

thofe duties by his own authority, and of breaking thro' the forms, in order to 

maintain the fpirit of the conftitution. Having once· made fo perilous a ftep, he 

was naturally induced to continue, and to confult the public intereft, by impofing 

1hip-money, and other moderate, tho' irregular, burthens and taxations. It is 

now full time to free him from all thefe neceffities, and to apply cordials and le- , 

nitives, after t r ofe feverities, which have already had their full courfe againib 

him. Never fovereign was bleffed with more moderation of ternper, with more 

jufrice., more humanity, more honour, or a-more magnanimous difpofition. What 

pity, that fuch a prince fi1ould fo long have been harraffed with rigors, fufpici

ons, calumnies, complaints, encroachments; and been forced from that path, in 

which the reCt itude of his difpofition would have inclined him to have conftantly 

trod ! If fome few inftances are found of violations made on the petition of 

right, which he himfelf had granted ; there is an eafier and more natural way for 

preventing the return of like inconveniencies than by a total abolition of royal 

authority. Let the revenue be fettled, fuitable to the antient dignity and fplen:

dor of the crown; let the public neceffities be fully fupplied ; let the remaining . 

articles of prerogative be left untouched : And the King, as he has already loft 

the power, will lay alide the will, of invading the conftitution. From what quar

ter can jealoufies now arife ? What farther fecurity can be defired or expected? 

The King's precedent conceffions, fo far from being infufficient for public fecu

rity, have rather erred on the other e~treme; and, by depriving him of all power. 

of fe :f-defence, are the real caufe, why the commons are emboldened to raife 

pret~nfions hitherto unheard of in the kingdom, and to fubvert the whole fyftem 

of the conftitution. But would they be contented with moderate advantages, 

is it not evident, that, befides other important conceffions, the prefent parliament· 

may be continued till the government is accuftomed to the new track, and every 

part is reftored to full harmony and concord r By the triennial aCt, a perpetual 

fuccemon of parliaments is efl:abliChed, as everlafting guardians to the laws; while · 

the king poffeffes no independent power or military force, by which he can be 

fupported in his in vafion of them. No danger remains, but what is infeparable 

from all free conftitutions, and what forms the very effence ·of their liberty: The 

danger of a change in the people's difpofition, and of generdl difg~1fr, (OntraB:ed , 
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againft popular privileges. To prevent fuch an evil , no expedient is more pro~ 
per, than to contain oudelves wi~l1i n the bounds of moderation, and to confider, 
that all extremes, naturally and infall iby, beget each other. In the fame man
ner as the pail: ufurpations of the crown, however excufable on account of the 
neceffity or provocations from whence they arofe, have excited an im meafurable 
appetite for liberty; let us beware, left our encroachments, by introducing 
anarchy, make the people feek fhelter under the peaceable and defpotic rule of 
a monarch. Authority, as well as liberty, is requifite to government; and is 
even requifite to the fupport of liberty itfelf, by maintaining the laws, which can 
alone regulate and protect it. What madnefs, while every thing is fo happily 
fettled under antient forms and inftitutions, now more exactly poifed and adj ufted, 
to try the hazardous experiment of a new confritution, and renounce the Inature 
M~ifdom of our anceftors for the crude whimfies of turbulent innovators? Befides 
the certain and inconceivable mifchiefs of civil war ; are not the perils apparent, 
which the delicate frame of liberty muil: inevitably run amidft the furious fhock 
of arms ? Whichever fidt prevails, foe can fcarce hope to remain inviolate, and 
may fu ffer no lefs or rather greater inj4ries from the boundlefs pretenfions of for
ces engaged in her caufe, than from the invafion of inraged troops, inlifl:ed on the 
fide of monarchy. ' 

THE King, upon his return from Scotland, was received in London with the 
Novemb. 25. fhouts ana acclamations of the people, and with every demonftration of regard 

and affection *. Sir Richard Gournay, Lord Mayor, a man of merit and autho
rity, had promoted thefe favourable difpofitions, and had engaged the populace, 
who fo lately infulted the King, and who fo foon afterwards n1ade furious war 
llpon him, to give him thefe marks of the moft dutiful attachment. But all the 
pleafure, which he reaped from this joyful reception, was foon damped by the 
remonftrance of the commons, which was prefented him, together with a petition 
of a like ftrain. The bad councils, which he followed, are there complained of; 
his concurrence in the Irifh rebellion plainly infinuated ; the fcheme, laid for the 
introduCtion of popery and fuperfrition, invieghed againft ; and, for a remedy to 
all thefe evils, he is defired to entruft every office and command to perfons, in 
whom his parlian1ent fhould have caufe to confide t. By this phrafe, which is fo 
often repeated in all the memorials and addreffes of that time, the commons meant 
themfelves and their adherents. 

As foon as the remonfirance of the commons was publifhed, the King.difperfed 
an anfwer to it. In this contefr, he lay under mighty difadvantages, Not only 
the ears of the people were extremely prejudiced againft him ; the beft topics up
,on which he could jufrify, or at leaft apologize for his former conducr, were fuch 
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as it was not fafe nor prudent for him, at this time, to employ. So high was 

the national idolatry towards parliaments, th2t to blame the pafr conduct: of thefe 

affemblies, had been very ill received by the generality of the people. So loud 

\vere the complaints againft regal ufurpations, that had the King afferted the pre

rogative of fuiJpl ying, by his own authority, the deficiencies in government, a

riting from the o'Jftinacy of parliaments, he would have increafed the clamours, 

with which the whole nation already refounded. G:harles, herefore, contented 

himfelf with obferving, in general, that, even during that period, fo much com

phiined of, the people enjoyed a great meafure of happinefs ; not only compara

tively, in refpecr of their neighbours, but even in refpeB: of thofe times, which 

were juftly accounted the mofl: fo:·tunate. fie made warm prottfl:ations of fin

cerity in the reformed religion ; he promifed indulgence to tender confcic.nce 

with regard to the ceremonies of the church; he mentioned his great conceffions 

to national liberty ; he blamed the infamous libels every where difperfcu againft 

his perfon and the national religion; he complained of the general reproache", 

thrown out in the remonfl:rance, with regard to ill councils, tho' he had pro

teCted no minifl:er from parli.amentary juftice, retained no unpopular fervant, all' 

conferred offices on no one, who enjoyed not a high eh raB:cr and eftimation 

in the public. " If notwithftanding this," he adds, '' any n1alignant_ party ihall 

'' take heart, and be willing to facrifice the peace and happinefs of their country; 

" to their own finifrer ·ends and ambition, under whatever pretence of religion 

" and confcience; if they £hall endeavour to leffen my reputation and intereft, 

" and to weaken my lawful power and authority; if they fhall attempt, by dif .. 

" countenancing the prefent laws, to loofen the bands of government, that all 

" diforder and confufion may break in upon us; I doubt not but God, in his 

" good time, will difcover them to me, an :1 that the wifdom and courage of my: 

" high court of parliament will join with me in their fuppreffion and punifh

" n1ent *.'' Nothing fhows more evidently the hard fituation in which Char]~ 

was placed, than to obferve, that he was obliged to confine hi mfelf ·thin the 

limits of civility towards fubjeB:-., who had tranfgreifed all bounds of regard~ and 

even of good manners, in their treatment of their fovereign. 

THE firft inftance of thofe parliamentary encroachments, which Charles was 

now to look for, was the bill for preffing foldiers to the fervice of Ireland. This 

bill quickly paffed the lower houfe. In the preamble, the King's power of pref

fing, a power exercifed during all former times, was declared illegal, and contrary 

to the liberty of the fubjett. By a neceffary confequence, the prerogative, which 

the crown had ever affumed, of obliging men to accept of any branch of public 

fervice, was abolifhed and annihilated : A prerogative, it muft be owned, not 

very compatible with a limited monarchy. In order to elude this law, the King 
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offered to raife Io,ooo volunteers for the Iri!h fervice: But the commons were 
afraid, left fuch an army would be too much at his dif pofal. Charles, fiill unwil
ling to fubmit to fo conGderable a diminution of power, came to the houfe of 
peers, and offered to pafs the law without the preamble; by which means, he faid, 
that ill-timed queftion with regard to the prerogative would for the prefent be 
avoided, and the pretenfions of each party be left intire. Both houfes took fire 
at this precipitant meafure, which, from a fimilar infl:ance, while the bill of at
tainder againft Stratford was in dependance, Charles might forefee, would be re
ceived with refentment. The lords, as well as commons, patTed a vote, declar
ing it to be a high breach of privilege for the king to rake notice of any bill, 
which was in agitation in either of the houfes, or to exprefs his fentiments with 
regard to it, before it be prefented to him for his affent in a parliamentary man
ner. The King was obliged to compofe all matters by an apology *. 

THE general quefrion, we may obfcrve, with regard to privileges of pariia· 
n1ent, has always been, and frill continues, one of the greateft myfteries of the 
Englifh confritution ; and, in fome refpects, notwithftanding the accurate genius 
of that government, thefe privileges are, at prefent, as undetermined, as were 
formerly the prerogatives of the crown. Such pri v~Ieges as are founded on long 
precedent cannot be controverted : But tho' it were certain, that former kings 
had not, in any inft:ance, taken notice of bills 1 ying before the houfes (which yet 
appears to have been very ufual ;) it follows not, merely from their never exert
ing fuch a power, that they had renounced it, or never were poffdled of it. Such 
privileges alfo as are elfential to all free afi"cmblies, which deliberate, they may be 
allowed to affume, whatever precedents may prevail: But tho' the King's inter
pofition, by an offer or advice, does, in fome degree, overawe or reil: rain liberty; it 
may be doubted, whether it impofes fuch evident violence as to entitle the par
liament, without any other authority or conceffion, to claim the privilege of ex
cluding it. But this was the favourable time for extending privileges; and had 
none more exorbitant or unreafonable been challenged, few b.1d confequences had 
followed. The eftablifhment of this rule, 'tis certain, contributes to the order 
and regularity, a~ well as freedom, of parliamentary proceedings. 

THE interpofition of peers in the election of commoners was likewife, about this 
time, declared a breach of privilege ; and continues ever fince to be condemned 
by votes of the commons, and uni verfdly practifed throughout the nation. 

EvERY meafure purfued by the commons) and ftill more, every attempt made 
by their partizans, was full of the moll: inveterate hatred againft the hierarchy, 
and 1howed a deter~ined refolution of fubverting the whole ecclefiaftical eftablilh-
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ment. Be fide~ nu m berlefs vexations and perfecutions which the clel'gy under
went from the arbitrary power of the lower houfe ; the peers, while the King was 
in Scotland, having paffed an order for the obfervance of the laws with regard to 
public worfhip, the commons affumed fuch authority, that, by a vote alone of 
their houfe, they fufpended thofe laws, tho' enacted by the whole legiflature : 
And they particularly forbade bowing at the name of JEsus ; a practice, which 
gave them the higheft fcandal, and which was one of their capital objections 
againft the eftablifhed religion *. They complained of the King's filling five va
cant fees, and confidered it as an infult upon them, that he fhould compleat and 
ftrengthen an order, which they intended foon entirely to abolifh t. They had 
accufed thirteen biiliops of high treaton for enaB:ing canons without confent of 
parliament t; tho' from the foundation of the n1onarchy, no other method had 
ever been prattifed: And they now infifted, that the peers, upon this general ac
cufation, fhould fequefrer thofe bifhops from their feats in parliament, and com
mit then1 to prifon. Their bill for taking awc1y the biiliop's votes had, lafi: win
ter, been rejeCted by the peers: But they again introdu.ced the fan1e bill, tho' no 

',- prorogation had intervened ; and they endeavoured, by fome minute alterations, 
to elude that rule of parliament' wh~ch oppofed them. And when they fent up 
this bill to the lords, they made a demand, the mofl: abfurd in the world, that 
the bifhops, being all of them parties, fhould be refufed a vote with regard to that 
queftion §. After the refolution was once formed by the commJns, of invading 
the eftabli!hed government of church and ftate,' it could not be expected, that 
their proceedings, in fuch a violent attempt, would thenceforth be altogether re
gular and equitable: But it muft be confeffed, that, in their attacks on the 
hierarchy, they frill more openly tranfgreffed all bounds of moderation ; as fup
pofing, no doubt, that the facrednefs of the caufe would fufficiently atone for em
ploying means, the mofl: irregular and unprecedented. This principle, which 
prevails fo much among zealots, never difplayed itfelf fo openly, as during the 
tranfaCtions of this whole period. · 

BuT, notwithfranding all thefe efforts of the .commons, they could not expeCt 
the concurrence of the upper houfe, either to this law, or to any other, which 
they ihould introduce for the farther limitation of royal authority. The majority 
of the peers adhered to the King, and plainly forefaw the depreffion of nobility, ~.s 
a neceifary confequence of popular ufurpations on the crown. The infolence in
deed, of the commons, and their haughty treatment of the lords, had already 
rifen to a great height, and gave fufficicnt warning of their future attempts upon 
that order. They muttered fomewhat of their regret, that they !hould be enforceJ 
to fave the kingdom alone, and that the houfe of peers would have no part In the 
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Chap vr. honour. Nay, they went fo far as openly to tell the lords, " That they them· 
•641. " felves were the reprefentative body of the whole kingdom, and that the peers 

" were nothing but individuals, who held their feats in a particular capacity : 
" And, therefore, if their lordtbips will not confent to the palling atl:s neceffary 
" for the prefervation of the people, the commons, together with fuch of the 
' ' lords as are more fenfible of the danger, muft join together, and reprefent the 
" matter to his Majefty *." So violent was the democratical, enthufiaftic fpirit 
diffufed throughout the nation, that a total confufion of all ranks and orders was 
juftly to be apprehended ; and the wonder was not, that the majority of the no
bles fhould feek fhelter under the throne, but that any of them fhould venture 
to defert it. But the tide of popularity feized many, and carried them wide of 
all the moll: eftablilhed maxims of civil policy. Among the opponents of the 
King are ranked the Earl of Northumberland, Lord Admiral, a man of the firft 
family and fortune, and endowed with that dignified pride, which fo well became 
his rank and ftation: The Earl of Effex, who inherited all his father's popularity, 
and having, from his early youth, fought renown in arms, united to a middling 
capacity that rigid inflexibility of honour, which forms the proper ornament of 
a nobleman and a foldier: 1~he Lord Kimbolton, foon after Earl of Manchefier ~ 
a perfon diftinguithed by humanity, generofity, affability, and every amiable vir
tue. Thefe men, finding that their credit ran very high with the nation, ven
tured to encourage thofe popular diforders, which, they vainly imagined, they 
poffelfed authority fufficient to regulate and controul. 

IN order to obtain a majority in the tJpper houfe, the commons had recourfe t() 

- the populace, who, on other occafions, had done them fuch important fervices. 
Amidft the greateft fecurity, they affected continual fears of deftruction to them
felves and the nation, and feemed to quake at every breath or rumour of danger. 
They again excited the people by never-ceafing enquiries after confpiracies, by 
reports of infurretl:ions, by feigned intelligence of invafions from abroad, by dif
coveries of dangerous combinations at home among papifts and their adherents. 
When Charles difmiffed the guard, which they had ordered during his abfence, 
they complained; and upon his promifing them a new guard, under the com
mand of the Earl of Lindefey, they abfolutely refufed the offer, and were well 
pieafed to infinuate, by this inftance of jealoufy, that their danger chiefly arofe 
from the King himfelf t. They ordered halberts to be brought into the hall, 
where they aff'embled, and thus armed themfelves againft thofe confpiracies with 
which, they pretended, they were hourly threatened. All ftories of plots, however 
ridiculous, were willingly attended to, and were difperfed among the multitude, 
to whofe capacity they were well adapted. Beale, a taylor, informed the commons 
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that, walking in the field , he had hearkened to the difcourfe of certain perfons, 
unknown to him, and had heard them talk of a n1oft dangerous confpiracy. A 
hundred and eight ruffians, as he learned, had been appointed to murder a hun
dr-ed and eight lords and commoners, and were promifed rewards for thefe af
faffiriation5, ten pounds for each lord, forty !billings for each commoner. Upon 
this notable intelligence, orders were iffued for feizing priefts and jefuits, a con
ference was defired with the lords, and the deputy lieutenants of fome fufpecced 
counties were ordered to put the people in a pofture of defence *. 

THE pulpits likewife were called in aid, and refounded with the dangers which 
threatened religion, from the defperate attempts of papifts and malignants. Mul
titudes of people flocked towards \Veftminfter, and infulted the prelates and 
fuch of the lords as adhered to the crown. The peers voted a declaration againft 
thofe tumults, and fent it to the other houfe ; but thefe refufed their concur
rence t. Some feditious apprentices, being feized and committed to prifon, im
mediately received their liberty, by an order of the commons :f:. The fheriffs and 
juftices having appointed conftables with ftrong watches to guard the parliament; 
the commons fent for the conftables, and required them to difcharge the watches, 
convened the juftices, voted their orders a breach of privilege, and fent one of 
them to the Tower 11· Encouraged by thefe indications of their pleafure, the po
pulace crowded about Whitehall, and threw out infolent menaces againft the 
King himfelf. Several reduced officers and young gentlemen of the inns of 
court, during this time of diforder and danger, offered their fervice to his Ma
jefty. Between them and the populace, there paffed frequent fkirmifhes, which 
ended not without bloodlhed. By way of reproach, thefe gentlemen gave the 
rabble the appellation of RouNDHEADS; on account of the 1hort cropt hair, 
which they wore: Thefe called the others CAVALIERS. And thus the nation, 
which was before fufficiently provided of religious as well as civil caufes of quar
rel, were alfo fupplied with party-names, under which the factions might rendez
vous and fignalize their 1nutual hatred §. 

MEAN while, the tumults ftill continued, and even increafed, about Wefi:
minfter and Whitehall. The cry continually refounded againft bijhops and rot 
ten-hearted lords~· The former efpecially, being eafily diftinguifhable by their 
habit, and being the objeCt of violent hatred to all the feccaries, were expofed to 

• Nalfon, vol. ii. p. 646. Journ. 16th Nov. 164r. Dugdale, p. 77· 

t Rulhworth, part iii. vol. i. p. 710. t Nalfon, vol. ii. F• 784. i 9Z · 

11 Nalfon, vol. ii. p. 792. Journ. 27th, z8th, and zgth of December, 1641 · 
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Chap. Vf. the moft dangerous infults *. Williams, now created archbifhop of York, hav- · 
16•P· ing been abufed by the populace, haftily called a meeting of his brethren. By his 

Dtc.,mber 27. advice, a proteftation was drawn and addreffed to the King and th~ houfe of 
lords. The bifhops there fet forth, that tho' they had an undoubted right to fit 
and vote in parliament, yet, in coming thither, they had been menaced, affault
ed, affronted, by the unruly multitude, and could no longer with fafety attend 
their duty in the houfe. For this reafon they protefted againfl: all laws, 
votes, and refolutions, as null and invalid, which fhould pafs during the time of 
their forced and violent abfence. This protefl:ation, which, tho' jufl: and legal, 
was certainly very ill-timed, was figned by twelve bi!hops, and communicated to 
the King, who haftily approved of it. As foon as it was prefented to the lords, 
that houfe defired a conference with the commons, whom they informed of 
this unexpeCted proteftation. The opportunity was feized with joy and triumph. 
An impeachment of high treafon was immediately fent up againft the bi!hops, as 

' endeavouring to fubvert the fundamental laws, and to invalidate the authority of 
the legiilature t. They were, on the firft demand, fequeftred from parliament 
and committed to cuftody. No man, in either houfe, ventured to fpeak a word in 
their vindication ; fo much difpleafed was every one at the egregious imprudence 
of which they had been guilty. One perfon alone faid, that he did not believe 

Impeac~ment them guilty of high treafon; but that they were, ftark mad, and therefore de fired 
oi the b1fhops. h . h b fc b dl + t ey mtg t e ent to e am+· 

164z. A FEw days afterwards, the King was guilty of another indifcretion, much 
more fatal: An indifcretion, to which all the enfuing diforders and civil wars 
ought, immediately and direCtly, to be afcribed. This was the impeachment of 
Lord Kimbolton and the five members. 

\VHEN the commons employed, in their remonftrance, language fo fevere and 
indecent, they had not been aCtuated intirely by infolence and paffion : Their 
views were much more folid and profound. They confidered, That, in a violent · 
attempt, fuch as an invafion of the antient conftitution, the more leifure was 
afforded rhe people to refleCt, the lefs would they be inclined to fecond that rafh 
and dangerous enterprize ; that the peers would certainly refufe their concurrence, 
nor were there any hopes of prevailing on them but by exciting the populace to 
tumult and diforder; that the employing fuch odious means for fo invidious an 
end would, at long-run, lofe them all their popularity, and turn the tide of favour 
to the contrary party; and that, if the King only remained in tranquillity, and 

• Dugdale, p. 78. 

t Whitlocke, p . 5,1. Rufhw. vol. v. p. 466. Nalfon, vol. ii, p. ,94• 
t Clarendon, vol. ii; p. 355· 
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c_autiouny eluded the firft violence of the tempeft, he would, in the end, cer- eh VI ap. , 

tainly prevail, and be able at leaft to preferve intire the antient laws and con· 16.p . 

ftitution. They were therefore refolved, if poffible, to excite him to fame violent 
paffion; in hopes, that he would co1nmit indifcretions, of which they might 

make advantage. 
lT was not long before they fucceeded beyond their fondeft wifbes. Charles, 

enraged to find, that all his conceffions but increafed their demands ; that the 
people, who were turning to a fenfe of duty towards him, were again roufed 
to [edition and tumults; that the blackeft calumnies were propagated againft 
him, and even the lrith maffacre afcribed to his councils and machinations; that 
a method of addrefs was adopted, not only unfuitable towards fo great a prince, but 
which no private gentleman could bear without refentment: vVhen he confidered 
all thefe increafing infolences in the commons, he was apt to afcribe them, in a 
great meafure, to his own indolence and facility. The ~1een and the ladies of 
the court farther ftimulated his paffion, and reprefented, that, if he exerted the 
vigour, and difplayed the m:1jefi:y of a monarch, the daring ufurpations of his 
fubjeCls would £brink before him. Lord Digby, a man of fine parts, but full of 
levity, and hurried on by precipitant paffions, fuggefted like councils; and Charles, 
who, tho' commor.ly moderate in his temper, was ever difpofed to hafty refo
lutions, gave way to the fatal importunity of his friends and fervants *. 

HERB ER T, attorney general, appeared in the houfe of peers, and, in his Accufation 

Majefty's name, entered an accufation of high treafon againft Lord Kimbolton the five mer.\ 

and five commoners, Hollis, Sir Arthur Hazelrig, Hambden, Pym, and Strode. hers. 

The articles were, That they had traiteroufiy endeavoured to fubvert the fundamen
tal laws and government of the kmgdom, to deprive the King of his regal power, 
and to impofe on his fubjeCts an arbitrary and tyrannical authority ; that they 
had endeavoured, by many foul afperfions on his Majefty and his government, to 
alienate the affeCtions of his people, and make him odious to them ; that they had 
attempted to draw his late army to difubedience of his royal commands, and to 
fide with them in their traiterous defigns ; that they had invited and encouraged 
a foreign power to invade the kingdom ; that they had 2imed at fubverting the 
rights and very being of parliaments; that, in order to compleat their traiterous· 
defigns, they had tndeavoured, as far as in them lay, by force and terror, to com
pel the parliament to join with them, and to that end, had aCtually raifed and 
countenanced tumults againft the King and parliament; and that they had trai e
.rouily confpired to levy and attually had levied war againft the King t. 

• Clarendon, vol. ii. p. 36::-. 
t · Wllitlocke, p. so. R11iliw. vol. v. p. 473·· Nalfon, vol. ii. p. 81 r. Erar.klyn, f· 9oC. 
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TH·E whole world ftood amazed at this important accufation, fo fudBenJy en
tered upon, without concert, deiiberation, or refleetion. Some of thefe arti· 
cles of accufation, men faid, to judge by appearance, feem to be common be
tween the impeached members and the parliament; nor did thefe perfons appear 
any farther active in the ei1terprizes, of which they were accufed, than fo far as 
they concurred with the majority in their votes and fpeeches. Tho' proofs might, 
perhaps, be produced of their privately inviting the Scots to invade England; 

how could fuch an attempt be conlidered as treafon, after the act of oblivion, 
which had paffed, and after that both houfes, with the King's concurrence, had 

voted that nation three hundred thoufand pounds for their brotherly affiftance ? 
While rhe houfe of peers are fcarce able to maintain their independancy, or re
ject the bills fent them by the commons ; will they ever be permitted by the po
pulace, fuppofing them inclined, to pafs a fentence, which muft totally fubdue 

the lower houfe, and put an end to their ambitious undertakings ? Thefe five 
members, at leaft Pym, Hambden and Hollis, are the very heads of the popular 
party ; and if thefe be taken off, what fate muft be expected by their followers, 
who are many of them accomplices in the fame treafon ? The punilhment of lea.., 
ders is ever the lafi: triumph over a broken and routed party; but furely was never 

before attempted, in oppolition to a faction, during the full tide of its power 
and fuccefs. 

BuT men had not leifure to wonder at the extreme indifcretion of this mea
fure : Their afionilhment was excited by new attempts, ftil1 more precipitant 
and imprudent. A ferjeant at arms, in the King's name, demanded of the houfe 
the five members ; and was fent back without any pofitive anf wer. Mdfengers 

were employed to fearch for them, and arreft them. Their trunks, chambers, 

and fl:udies were fealed and locked. The houfe voted all thefe violences to be a 

breach of privilege, and commanded every one to defend the liberty of the mem
bers •. The King, irritated by all this oppofition, refolved next day to come in 
perfon to the houfe, with an intention to demand, perhaps feize in their prefence, 
the perfons whom he had accufed. 

THIS firange refolution was difcovered to the Countefs of Carlifle, fifter 
to Northumberland, a lady of great fpirit, wit, and intrigue t. She privately 
fent intelligence to the five members, and they had time to withdraw, a 

moment before the King entered. He was accompanied with his ordinary 
retinue to the number of above two hundred, armed as ufual, fome with 
halberts, fome with walking fwords. The King Jeft them at the door, and 

• Whitlocke, p. so. Ruthw. vol. v. p. 4-74-, 475· 
t Whdocke, p. 5 I. Warwick, p . .zo4. 
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he himfelf advanced alone thro' the hall; while all the members flood up to re
ceive him. The fpeaker withdrew from his chair, and the King took po!feffion 
of it. The fpeech, which he made was as follows ; " Gentlemen, I am forry 
" for this occafion of coming to you. Yefierday, I fent a ferjeant at arms to de
,, manH fome, who, by my order, were accufed of high treafon. Inftead cf 
'' obedience, I received a melfage. I muft here declare to you, that,. tho' no 
" King, that ever was in England, could be more careful of your privileges 
" than I !hall be, yet in cafes of treafon, no perfon has privilege. Therefore, 
" am I come to tell you, that I muft have thefe n1en wherefoever I can find 
'' them. Well, fince I fee all the birds are flown, I do expect, that you will 
" fend them to me as foon as they return. But I a!fure you, on the word of a 
'' King, I never did intend any force, b11t !hall proceed againft them in a fai 
" and legal way: For I never meant any other. And now fince I fee I canno 
" do what I came for, I think this no unfit occafion to repeat what I have faid 
'' forn1erly, that whatever I have done in favour and to the good of my fubjeCl:s~ 
" I do intend to maintain it * .',. 

WHEN the King was looking around for the accufed members, he aiked the 
fpeaker, who ftood below, whether any of thefe perfons were in the houfe? The 
fpeaker, falling on his knee, very prudently replied : " I have, Sir, neither 
" eyes to fee, nor tongue to fpeak in this place, but as the houfe is pleafed to di
" rea me, whofe fervant I am. And I humbly afk pardon, that I cannot give 
" any other anfwer to what your Majefty is pleafed to demand of me t ." 

THE commons were in the utmoft diforder, and when the King was departing 
fome members cried aloud, fo as he might hear them, Privilege! priwlege! And 
the houfe immediately adjourned till next day :1:· 

THAT evening, the accufcd members, to fhow the greater apprehenfion, re 
moved into the city, which was their fortrefs. The citizens were, the whole 
night, in arms. Some people, who were appointed for that purpofe, or per
haps aCtuated by their own terrors, ran from gate to gate, crying out, that 
the cavaliers were coming to fire the city, and that the King himfelf was at their 
head. 

N £XT morning, Charles fent to the mayor, and ordered him to call a com
mon council imn1ediately. · About ten o'dock, he himfelf, attended only by 
three or four lords, went to Guild-hall. He told the council, that he was forry 
to hear of the apprehenfions entertained of him ; that he was come to them with
out · any guard, in order to 1how how much he relied on their affections; that 

6 
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he had accufed certain men of high treafon, againft whom he would proceed in a 

legal way, and therefore prefumed, that they would not meet with protection in 

the city. After many other gracious expreffions, he told one of the fheriffs, who 

of the two was e!l:eemed the leafl: inclined to his fervice, that he would dine with 

him. He departed the hall without receiving the applaufe which he expected. In 

paffing thro' the ftreets, he heard the cry, Privilege of parliament! privilege of 
parliament! refounding from all quarters. One of the populace, more infolent 

than the reft, drew nigh to his coach, and called out with a loud voice, 'ro your 
te11ts, 0 lfrael! the words employed by the mutinous Ifraelites, when they aban

doned Rehoboan~, their ralh and ill-counfelled fovereign t. 
WHEN the houfe of commons met, they affected the greateft difmJy and ter

ror; and adjourning themfe!ves for fome days, ordered a committee to fit in 

merchant-taylor's hall in the city. The committee made an exatl: inquiry into 
each circumftance attending the King's entry into the houfe: Every pafl:ionate 

fpeech, every menacing gefture of any, even the mean ... ft, of his attendants, was 

recorded and aggravated. An intention of offering violence to the parliament, 

of feizing the accufed members in the very houfe, and of murdering all who fhould 

make refiftance, was inferred. And that unparalleled breach of privilege, for fo 

it was called, was frill afcribed to the councils of papifis and their adhe rents. 

This expreffion, which recurs every moment in fpceches and memorials, and 

which, at prefent, is fo apt to excite laughter in the reader, begot at that time, 

the deepeft and moft real confternation throughout the kingdom. 

A LET.TER was pretended to be intercepted, and was communicated eo the com

mittee, who pretended t~ lay great weight upon it. One catholic there congra

t{llates another on the accufation of the members ; and reprefents that event 

as a b~anch of the fame pious contrivance, which had excited the Iri!h infur

retl:ion, and by which the profane heretics would foon be extirpated in Eng· 

land t· 
THE houfe met; and after confirming the votes of their committee, inftantfy 

adjourned, as if expofed to the moft imminent perils from the violence of th~ir 

enemies. 'I his praCtice they contintkd for fome time. When the people, by 

thefe affected panics, · were wrought up to a fufficient degree of rage and terrot:", 

it was thought proper, that the accufed members !hould, with a triumphant 

and military P-roceffion, take their feats in the houfe. The Thames was covered 

with boats and other veffels, laden with fmall pieces of ordnance, and prepared 

for fight. Skippon, whom the parliament had appointed, by thtir own au-

i Rufhw. vol. v. p. 479· Clarendon, vol. ii. p. ~6. 
t Nalfon, vol. ii. p. 836. 
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thority, major- general of the city-militia*, conducted the members, at the head Chap. VL 

of this tumultuary army, to Weftminfter·hall. And when the populace, by 164z. 

land and by water, paffed Whitehall, they ftill afked, with infulting !bouts; Turnult5. 

What has become of the King and his cavaliers? and whither are they fled .2 t 

THE King, apprehenfive of danger from the enraged multitude, had retired to King leaves 

Hampton court, deferred by all the world, and overwhelmed with grief, fhame, London. 

and remorfe, for the fatal meafures, into which he had been hurried. His de

plorable fituation he could no longer afcribe to the rigors of deftiny, or the ma~ 

lignity of enemies: His own precipitancy and indifcretion muft: bear the blame 

of whatever difafters fhould henceforth befal him. The moft faithful of his ad

herents, between farrow and indignation, were confounded with reflections on 

what had happened, and what was likely to follow. Seeing every profpetl: blafted, 

faction triumphant, the difcontented populace enflamed to a degree of fury, they 

utterly defpaired of fuccefs, in a caufe, to whofe ruin, friends and enemies feen1ed 

equally to confpire. 

THE prudence of the King, in his conduct of this affair, nobody pretended to 

juftify. The legality of his proceedings met with many and jufi: apologies; tho' 

generally offered to unwilling ears. No maxim of law, it was faid, is more efia

blifhed, or more univerfally allowed, than that privileges of parliament extend 

not to treafon, felony, or breach of peace; nor has either houfe, during former 

ages, ever pretended, in any of thofe cafes, to interpofe in behalf of its mem

bers. Tho' fome inconveniencies fhould refult from the obfervance of this max

im; that would not be fufficient, without other authority, to abolilh a principle, 

eftablifhed by uninterrupted precedent, and founded on the tacit confent of the 

whole legiilature, But what are the inconveniencies fo much dreaded ? The King, 

on pretence of treafon, may feize any members of the oppofite faction, and, for 

a time, gain to his partizans the majority of voices. But if he feize only a few; 

will he not lofe more friends, by fuch a grofs artifice, than he confines enem:es ? 

If he feize a great number, is not this expedient force, open and bare-faced ? And 

what remedy, in all times, againft fuch force, but to oppofe to it a force, which 

is fuperior? Even allowing, that the King intended to employ violence, not au

thority, for fcizing the members ; tho', at that time, and ever aftenvards, he 

pofitively afferted the contrary; yet will his conduct admit of excnfe. That the 

hall, where the parliament affembles, is an inviolab1e fanltuary, was never yet 

pretended. And if the commons complain of the affront offered them, by an 

• Nalfon, vol. ii. p. 833· 
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attempt to arrefr their members in their very prcfence; they ought only to blame 
themfelves, who had formerly refufed compliance wi~h the King's meffage, 
when he peaceably demanded tbefe members. The fovereign is the great execu
t · r of the law; and his prefence was here legally employed, both in order to pre
vent oppofition, and to protetl: the houfe againft thofe infults which their difo. 
bedience had fo well merited *·. 

CHARLES knew to how little pu rpofe he fhould urge thefe reafons againft the 
prefent fury of the comn1ons. f-Ie propofed therefore, by a meffage, that they 
would agree upon a legal method, by which he might carry on his profecution a. 
gainfr the members, left farther mifunderl1andings happen with regard to pri
vileges. They defired him to lay the grounds of accufation before the houfe; 
and pretended, that they muft fir{l: judge, whether it were proper to abandon 
their members to a legal trial. The King then informed them, that he would 
wave, for the prefent, all profecution: By fucceffive meffages, he afterwards of
fered a pardon to the members; offered to concur in any law, that £hould 
acquit or fecure them ; offered any reparation to the houfe for the breach · 
of privilege, of which, he acknowledged, they had reafon to complaint. They 
were refolved to accept of no fatisfaCl:ion, unlefs he would difcover his advifers in 
that illegal meafure: A condition, to which, they knew, that without rendering 
himfelf for ever vile and contemptible, he could not poffibly fubmit. Mean 
while, they continued to thurider againft the violation of parliamentary privileges, 
and, by their violent outcries, to inflame the whole nation. The fecret reafon of 
their difpleafure, however obvious, they carefully concealed. In the King's ac
cufation of the members, they plainly faw his judgment of ]ate parliamentary 
proceedings; and every member of the ruling faction dreaded the fame fate, 
ihould royal authority be re-eftablilhed in its ancient luftre. By the moft unhap
PY conduct:, Charles, while he extremely augmented, in his opponents, the will, 
had alfo increafed the ability, of hurting him. 

" " In a puliamcnt of ~een Elizabeth, when Sir Edward Coke was fpeaker, the ~een fent 
'' a me1lengu or ferjeant at arms into the houfe of commons, and took out Mr. Morrice, and corn
•• mitted him to prifon \fith divers others, for fome fpeeches fpoken in the houfe. Thereupon Mr. 
" Wroth moved the houfe, that they would be humble fuitors to her Majefty, that fhe would be 
., pleafed to enlarge thofe members of the houfe that were refl:rained, which was done accordingly. 
• And anfwer was fent by her privy-council, That her Majefiy had committed them for caufes b.efi: 

" known to herfelf; and to prefs her Highnefs with this fuit, would but hinder the whole good they 
" fought: That the houfe mufi not call the ~een to an account for what fhe cloth of her royal 
" authority · That the caufes for which they are reftrained, may be high and dangerous : That her 
" Majefty Iiketh no fuch queftions, neither cloth it become the houfe to fearch into matters of that 
" nature." See How ELL's ln/pellio?J into the carriage of the late long parliament, p. 61. 
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IN order farther to excite the people, whofe difpofitions were already very fedi
tious, the expedient of petitioning was renewed. A petition from the county of 
Buckinghatn was prefented by fix thoufand men ; who promifed to live and die 
in defence of the privileges of parliament*. The city of London, the county of 
Effex, that of Hertford, Surrey, Berks, imitated this example. A petition 
from the apprentices was gracioufly received t. Nay one was encouraged frotn 
the porters; whofe numbers amounted, as they fa\d, to fifteen thoufand :1:· The 
addrefs of that great body contained the fame articles with all the others ; the 
privileges of parliament, the danger of religion, the rebellion of Ireland, the de
cay of trade. The porters further defired, that juftice might be done upon of
fenders, as the attrocioufnefs of their crimes had deferved. And they added 
'!hat if fuch remedies were any longer fufpended, they would be forced to e~tre
mities not fit to be named, and make good the faying, " That neceffity has no 

'' law §.'' 
ANOTHER petition was prefented by feveral poor people,_ in the name of 

many thoufands more; in which the petitioners propofed as a remedy for 
the public miferies, :that thofe noble worthies of the houfe of peers, who coJz
cur with the happy votes of the commons, may Jeparate Jhemfelves from the refl, 
and fit and vote, as one intire body. The commons gave thanks for this pe: 

tition 11· 
THE very women were feized with the fame rage. A brewer's wife, folA 

lowed by many thoufands of her fex, brought a petition to the houfe ; in 
which the petitioners expreffed their terror of the papifis and prelates, and 
their dread of like ma!facres, rapes, and outrages, with thofe which had been 
exercifed upon their fex in Ireland. They had been neceffitated, they faid 
to imitate the example of the women of Tekoah: And they claimed equal 
right with the men, of declaring, by petition, their fenfe of the public caufe ; 
becaufe Chrifl had purchafed them at as dear a rate, and in th.e free enjoy
ment of Chrift confifts equally the happinefs of both fexes. Pym came to 
the door of the houfe; and having told the fen1ale zealots, that their petition 
was thankful} y accepted, and was prefented in a feafonable time, he begged, 
that their prayers for the fuccefs of the commons might follow their peti
tion. Such low arts of popularity were affected! And by fuch illiberal cant 
were the unhappy people incited to civil difcord and convulfions ! 

· Rufhw. vol. v. P· 487. 
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ALL petitions, in the mean time, which favoured the church or monarchy, 
from whatever hand they came, not only were difcouraged; but the petitio· 
ners were fcnt for, imprifoned, and profecuted as delinquents: And this unequal 

conduct was openly avowed and juftified. Whoever defire a change, it was 
[aid, muft exprefs their inclination; for how, other wife, fl1all it be known ? 
But thofe who favour the eftablifhed government in church or ftate, ihould not 
petition; becaufe they already enjoy what they wifh for*. 

THE king had poifelfed a very great party in the lower houfe, as appeared in 
the vote for the remonftr,mce; and this party, had every new caufe of difgufr 

been carefully a, oided, would foon have become the majority ; from the odium 
attending the violent me.tfures employed by the popular leaders. A great majo
nty he always poffeffed in the houfe of peers, even after the bifhop~ were con
fined or chafed away; and this majority could not have been overcome, but by 
outrages, which, in the end, would have drawn difgrace and ruin on thofe who 
incited them. By the prefent fury of the people, as by an inundation, were all 

thefe obftacles fwept away, and every rampart of royal authority laid level with 
the ground. The victory was purfued with impetuofity by the fagacious com
mons, who knew the importance of a favourable moment in all popular cam
motions. The terror of their authority they extended over the whole nation ; 
and all oppofition, and even all blame vented in familiar difcourfe, were treated 
as the moft attrocious crimes, by thefe fevere inquifitors. Scarcely was it per

mitted to find fault with the conduct of any particular member, if he made a fi
gure in the houfe ; and refleCtions, thrown out on Pym, were, at this time, treat

ed as breaches of privilege. The populace without doors were ready to execute, 
from the leaft hint, the will of their leaders; nor was it fafe for any member to 
approach either houfe, who pretended to controul or oppofe the general torrent. 

After fo undifguifed a manner was this violence conduCted, that Hollis, in a 

fpeech to the peers, defired to know the names of fuch members, as Jhould 

vote contrary to the fentiments of the commons t : And Pym faid in the 

Jower houfe, that the people muft not be reftrained in the expreffions of their juft 

defires :f:. 
BY the flight, or terror, or defpondency of the King's party, an undifputed 

majority remained every where to their opponents : and the bills fent up by the 
commons, which had hitherto fl:opped with the peers, and would certainly have 
been rejeCted, now paffed, and were prefented for the royJl alfent. Thefe were, 
The preffing bill with its preamble, and the bill againft the bifhop's votes. The 

King's authority was at that time reduced to the loweft ebb. The ~een too, 

• Clarendon, vol. ii. p. 449• t King's Dedar. of 12th of Auguft, 1()4?. t Ibid. 

being 
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being fecretly threatned with an impeachment, and finding no refource in her Chap. VI. 

husband's protection, was preparing to retire into Holland. The rage of the Icfz. 

people, on account of her religion, as well as her fpirit and activity, was univer-

fally levelled againft her. Ufage, the tnoft ignominious, fhe had hitherto borne 

with a filent indignation. The commons, in their fury againft priefts, had 

feized her very confeffor; nor would they releafe him upon her repeated applica-

tions. Even a vifit of the Prince to his mother had been openly complained of, 

and remonftrances againft it had been prefented to her*. Apprehenfive of at-

tacks ftill more violent, fhe was defirous of facilitating her efcape ; and ihe pre-

vailed with the King to pafs thefe bills, in hopes of appeafing, for a time, the rage February u.. 

of the multitude t. 
THESE new conceffions, however important, the King immediately found to 

have no other effect, than had all the preceding ones : They were made the foun

dation of demands ftill more exorbitant. From the facility of his difpofition, 

from the impotence of his fituation, the commons believed, that he could now re

fufe them nothing. And they regarded the leaft moment of relaxation, in their 

invafion of royal authority, as highly impolitic, during the uninterrupted torrent 

of their fucceffes. The very moment they were informed of thefe laft acquifiti

ons, they affronted the ~een, by opening fome intercepted letters wrote to her 

by Lord Digby: They carried up an impeachment againft Herbert, attorney

genera], for obeying his n1after's commands in accufing their members :f:. And 

they profecuted with frefu vigour their plan of the militia, on which they refted 

all future hopes of an uncontrouled authority. 

THE commons were fenfible, that monarchical government, which, during fo 

many ages, had been eftabliihed in England, would foon regain fome degree of 

its former dignity, after the prefent tern peft was overblown ; nor would all their 

new invented limitations be able totally to fupprefs an authority, to which the na

tion had ever been accuftomed. The fword alone, to which all human ordinan

ces muft fubmit, could guard their acquired power, and fully enfure to them 

perfonal fafety againft the rifing indignation of their fovereign. This point, 

therefore, became the chief object of their aims. A large magazine of arms 

was placed in the town of Hull, and they difpatched thither Sir John Hotham, 

a gentleman..of confiderable fortune in the neighbourhood, and of a very ancient 

fJmily; and gave him the authority of governor. They fent orders to Goring, 

o-overnor of Portfmouth, to obey no commands but fu h as he ihould receiv~ 

1 Nalfon, vol. ii. p. s 1 z. 

t Rufhw. voJ. v. p. 4-89. 

t Clarendon, vol. ii. p. 428. 

C1arendon, vol. ii. p. 38 .1 · 
from 
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Chap. VI. from the parliament. Not contented with having obliged the King to difplace 
1 G4z. Lunsford, whom he had made governor of the tower* ; they never ceafed fo

Jiciting hi1n till he had alfo difplaced Sir John Biron, a man of unexception
able character; and had beftowed that command on Sir John Conyers, in whom 
alone, they faid, they cculd repofe confidence. After making a fruitlefs attempt, 
in which the peers refufd their concurrence, to give public warning to the king
dom to put themfelves in a pofl:ure of defence ag·ainft the enterprizes of papijls 
and other ill affeEled perfms t, they now refolved, by a bold and decifive ftroke, 
to feize at once the who1~ power of the fword, and to confer it intirely on their 
own creatures and adherents. 

THE fevere votes, pa(fed in the beginning of this parliament, againft lieute
nants and their deputies, for exercifing powers affumed by all their prooeceffors, 
had totally difarmed the crown, and had not left in any magiftrate military au 
thority fufficient for the defence and fecurity of the nation. To remedy this in
convenience now appeared neceffary. An ordinance was introduced, and paffed 
the two houfes, which .·eftored to lieutenants and deputies the fame powers, of 
which the votes of the mm mons had bereaved them; but at the fame time, the 
names of all the lieutenants were inferted in the ordinance ; and thefe confifted 
intirely of men, in who111 the parliament could confide. And for their conduct,. 
they were accountable, ty the expr-efs terms of the ordiBance, not to the King, 
but to the parliament. 

THE policy, purfued hy the commons, and which had hitherto fucceeded to 
admiration, was to aftonifh the King by the boldnefs of their enterprizes, to in
termingle no fweetnefs ';vith their feverity, to employ expreffions no Iefs violent 
than their pretenfions, and to make him fenfible what little eftimation they made 
either of his perfon or his dignity. To a bill, fo deftructive of royal authority, 
they prefixed with an hfolence feemingly wanton, a preamble, equally difbo
nourable to the perfonal charaCter of the King. Thefe are the words : " Where
,, as there has been of late a moft dangerous and defperate defign upon the 
" houfe of commons, "'hich we have juft caufe to believe an effetl: of the bloody 
" councils of papifts and other ill-affected perfons, who have already raifed a 
" rebellion in the kingd)n1 of Ireland. .And where as, by reafon of many difco
" veries, we cannot but fear they will proceed, not only to ftir up the like re
" hellions and infurrections in this kingdom of England; but a]fo to back them 
" with forces from abro1d, &c. :t 

• Rufuw. vol. v. p. 459· 
t Rulhw. voJ. v. p. 519· 

t Nalfon, vol. ii. p. Sso. 
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l-IE RE Charles firft ventured to put a ftop to his conceffions ; and that not Chap. v . 

by a refufal:t but a delay. When this demand was made; a demand, which, if I6 .p . 

granted, the commons juftly regarded as the laft they !hould ever have occafion 

to make; he was at Dover, attending the QEeen and the Princefs of Orange 

in their embarkation. He replied, that he had not now leifure to confider a 

matter of fo great importance, and muft therefore refpite his anfwer, till his 

return*. The parliament inftantly difpatched another meffage to him, with zzd of Feb. 

felicitations frill more importunate. They expre1fed their great grief on ac-

count of his majefty's anfwer to their juft and neceifary petition. They repre-

fented, that any delay, during dangers and diftraCl:ions fo great and preffing, 

was n0t lefs unfatisfaCl:ory and deftructive than an abfolute denial. They infifted, 

that it was their duty, to fee put in execution, a mea:fure fo necefrary for public 

f.afety. _1\nd they affirmed, that the people, in many counties, had applied 

to them for that purpofe, and, in fome places, were, of themfelves, and by 

their own authority, providing againil: thofe urgent dangers, with which they 

were threatened t. 
EvEN after this infolence, the King durft not venture upon a flat denial. Be- z8th of Feb. 

fides excepting to the preamble,. which threw fuch di!honour upon him, and pro· 

tefting the innocence of his intentions, when he entered the houfe of commons·; 

he only de fired, that the military authority, if it was defective, fhould firft be 

conferred upon the crown ; and he promifed to beftow commiffions, but fuch as 

fhould be revokeable at pleafure, on the very fame perfons, whon1 the parliament 

had named in the ordinance :f:. By a former meffage, he had expre.ffed his 

wi!he~ that they would lay before him, in one view, all the demands, which 

they deen1ed requifite for the fettlement of the nation. They pretended, that 

they were expofed to perils, fo dreadful and imminent, that they had not lei-

fure for fuch a work§. The expedient, propofed by the King, feemed a fuffi-

cient remedy during this emergence ; and yet preferved the prerogative of the 

crown, intire and unbroken. 

BuT the intentions of the commons were very wide of this purpofe, and their 
1
ft of March ~ 

panics could be cured by one remedy alone. They ioftantly replied, that the 

dangers and diftempers of the nation were fuch as could endure no longer delay; 

and unlefs the King fpeedily complied with their demands, they fhould be infor.-

ced, for the fafety of the King and kingdom, to difpofe of the militia by the 

authority· of both houfes, and were refolved to do it accordingly. They affert!' 

• Rufhw. vo1. v. p. 521. t Id. ibid + Id. ibid 

§ Ruthw. vol.v. P·5I6, 517• 
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ed, that thofe parts of the kingdom, which have, from their own authority, put 
themfelves in a pofture of defence, during thefe prevailing jealoufies and 
fears, had acted fuitable to the declarations and directions of both houfes, and 
conformable to the laws of the kingdom. And while they thus menaced the 
King with their power, they invited him to fix his refidence at London, where, 
they knew, he would be intirely at mercy *. 

" I AM fo much amazed at this meffage, faid the King in his prompt reply, 
" that I know not what to anfwer. You fpeak of jealoufles and fears! Lay 
" your hands on your hearts and ask yourfelves, whether I may not likeways be 
" difturbed with fears and jealoufies: And if fo, I a!fure you, that this me!fage 
" has nothing le!fened them. 

~' As to the militia, I thought fo much of it before I gave that anfwer, 
"' and am fo much affured, that the anfwer is agreeable to what in juftice 
" or reafon you can ask, or I in honour grant, that I £hall not alter it in any 
'' point. 

" FoR my refidence near you, I wifh it might be fafe and honourable, and 
" that I had no caufe to abfent myfelf from Whitehall : Afk yourfelves whether 
" I have not? t 

" WHAT would you have? Have I violated your laws? Have I denied to 
" pafs any bill for the eafe and fecurity of my fubjetl:s? I do not afk, what you 
" have done for me. 

" HAvE any of my people been tranfported with fears and apprehenfions, I 
" offer as free and general a pardon as yourfelves can devife. A 11 this confidered, 
" there is a judgment of heaven upon this nation, if thefe difrraCl:ions con
" tinue. 

" GoD fo deal with me and mine as all my thoughts and intentions are up
" right for the maintenance of the true proteftant profeffion, and for the obfer
" vance and prefervation of the laws; and I hope God will blefs and affill: thofe 
" laws for my prefervation t·" 

r o fooner did the commons defpair of obtaining the King's confent to their 
ordinance, than they inftantly voted ; that thofe who ad vi fed his majefty's an
fwer were enemies to the ftate, and mifchievous projectors againft the fafety of 
the nation ; that this denial is of fuch dangerous confequence, that, if his majefiy 

• Rufhworth, part iii. vol. i. chap. iv. p. 523. 

t Rufhw. vol. v. p. 524. 
t Rufhw. vol. v. p. 5 32. 

6 perfift 



CHARLES I. 

perfift in it, it will hazard the peace and tranquillity of all his kingdoms, Chap. VI. 

un1efs fome fpeedy remedy be applied by the wifdom and authority of both houfes; 1642
• 

and that fuch of the fubjects as have put themfelves in a pofl:ure of defence a-

gainft the common danger, have done nothing but what is juftifiable and appro-

ved by the houfe *. 
LEST the people, who, in no inftance, had ever feen any authority of parlia

ment exerted without the concurrence of the king, might be averfe to the fecond

ing all thefe ufurpations, they were plied with rumours of danger, with the ter- " 
rors of invafion, with the dread of the Englifh and Irifh papifts; and the n1oft 

unaccountable panics were fpread throughout the nation. Lord Digby, having 
entered Kingfton in a coach and fix, attended with a few livery-fervants, the in
telligence was conveyed to London; and it was immediately voted, that he had 

appeared in a hoftile manner to the terror and affright of his majefty's fubjecrs, 

and had levied war againft the King and kingdom t. Petitions from all quarters 

loudly demanded of the parliament to put the nation in a pofture of defence ; and 
the county of Stafford in particular exprelfed fuch dread of an infurretl:ion among 

the papifts, that every man, they faid, was conftrained to ftand upon his guard, 

not even daring to go to church unarmed j:. 

THAT the fatne violence, by which he had fo long been oppreffed, might not 

ftill reach him, and extort his confent to the ordinance of the militia, Ch::~rles had 

refolved to remove farther from London: And accordingly, taking the Prince of 
Wales and the Duke of York along with him, he arrived, by flow journeys, at 
York, which he was determined, for fome time, to make the place of his refi- Kin_g arives 

dence. The difrant parts of the kingdom, being removed from that furious at~ ork •. 

vortex of new principles and opinions, which had tranfported the capital, ftill 
retained a fincere regard for the church and monarchy ; and the king here found 

marks of attachment· beyond what he had before expeB:ed §. From all quarters 
of England, the prime nobility and gentry, either perfonally, or by meffages and 

letters, expreffed their duty towards him : and exhorted him 'to fave himfelf and 

them from that ignominious flavery, with which they were threatened. The 

fmall interval of time, which had paired fince the fatal accufation of the members, . 

had been fufficient to open the eyes of many, and to recover them from the afto
nifhment, with which, at firft, they had been fetzed. One rafh and paffionate 

attempt of the King feemed but a fmall counter-balance to fo many aCts of deli-

berate violence, which had been offered to h1m and every other branch of the le 

* Ru!hworth, part iii. vol. i. chap. 4· p. 5 24. 
t Clarendon, Ruil1worth, part iii. vol. j. chap. z. p. 4·95. 
t Dugdale, p. 8g. " § Warwick, p. 208. 
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gifiature. And however fweet the found of liberty, many refolved to adhere to 
that moderate freedom, tranfmitted them from their anceftors, and now better 
fecured by fuch important conceffions; rather than, by engaging in a giddy fearch 
after greater independence, run a manifeft rifque, either of incurring a cruel fub· 
jection, or abandoning all law and order. 

CHARLES, finding himfelf fupported by a confiderable party in the kingdom, 
began to fpeak in a firmer tone, and to retort the accufations of the commons 
with a vigour, which he had never before exerted. Notwithftanding all their 
remonftrances and menaces, and infults, he ftill perfifted in refuGng the militia
ordinance ; and they proceeded to frame a new ordinance, in which, by the autho
rity of the two houfes, without the King's confent, they named lieutenants for all 
the counties, and conferred on them the command of the whole military force, 
of all the guards, garrifons, and forts of the kingdom. He iffued proclamations 
againft this manifeft ufurpation. And, as he profeffed a refolution ftricl:ly to ob
ferve the law himfelf, fo was he determined, he faid, to oblige every other 
perfon to pay it a like obedience. The name of the king was fo effen tial to 
all laws, and fo familiar in all atl:s of executive authority, that the parliament 
were afraid, had they totally omitted it, that the innovation would be too fenfi
ble to the people. In all commands, therefore, which they conferred, they 
bound the perfons to obey the orders of his Majefty, fignified by both houfes of 
parliament. And, inventing a diftintl:ion, hitherto unheard of, between the of .. 
fice and the perfon of the king ; thofe very forces, which they employed againfi 
him, they levied in his name and by his authority *. 

'T1s remarkable how much the topics of argument were now reverfea between 
the parties. The King, while he acknowledged his former error, of employing 
a plea of neceffity, in order to infringe the laws and conftitution, warned the par
liament not to imitate an example, on which they threw fuch violent blame; and 
the parliament, while they cloathed their perfonal fears or ambition under the ap .. 
pearance of national and imminent danger, made unknowingly an apJlogy for the 
n1oft exceptionable part of the King's conduCt. That the liberties of the peo
ple were no longer expofed to any peril from royal authority, fo narrow;ly c·r
cumfcribed, fo exaCtly defined, fo unfupported by revenue and by military po W;er, 
might be maintained upon very plaufible topics: But that the danger, allow ... 
ing it to have any exiftence, was not of that kind; great, urgent, inevitable; 
which diffolves all Jaw and levels all limitations, feems apparent from the fimpleft 
view of thefe tranfatl:ions. So obvious indeed was the King's prefent inability to 
invade the conftitution, that the fears and jealoufies which operated on the 

• Rufhw. vol. v. p. sz6. 
people, 
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people, and pufried them fo fUrioufiy to arms, were undoubtedly, not of Chap. VI. 

a civi], but of a religious nature. The di!tempered imaginations of men were 164z. 

agitated with a continual dread of popery, with a horror for prelacy, with an 

antipathy to ceremonies and the liturgy, and with a violent affection for what-

ever was moft oppofite to thefe objects of averfion. The fanatical fpirit, let Ioofe, 

confounded all regards to eafe, fafety, intereft ; and di!folved every moral and 

civil obligation*. 

EA eH party was now willing to throw on its antagonift the odium of com

mencing a civil war; but both of them prepared for an event, which they deemed 

inevitable. To gain the people's favour and good opinion was the chief point 

on both fides. Never was there a people lefs corrupted by vice, and more actu

ated by principle, than the Englifh during that period: Never were there indi

viduals who poffeffed more capacity, more courage, more public fpirit, more dif

interefl:ed zeal. The infufion of one ingredient in too large a proportion had cor

rupted all thefe noble principles, and converted them into the moft virulent poi

fon. To determine his choice in the approaching contefts, every man hearkened 

with avidity to the reafons, propofed on both fides. The war of the pen pre

ceded that of the fword, and daily 1harpened the humours of the oppofite parties. 

Befides private adventurers without number, the King and parliament themfelves 

carried on the controverfy, by meffages, remonftrances, and declarations, where 

the nation was really the party, to whotn all arguments were addreffed. Charles 

had here a double advantage. Not only his caufe was more favourable, as fup~ 

porting the antient government of church and ftate, againft the moft illegal pre

tenfions : It was alfo defended with more art and eloquence. Lord Falkland had 

accepted the office of fecretary ; a man who adorned the pureft virtue, with 

the richeft gifts of nature, with the moft valuable acquifitions of learning. By 

* THE great courage and condua, difplayed by many of the popular leaders, have commonly in

clined men to do them, in one refpea, more honour, than they deferve, and to fuppofe, that, like 

able politicians, they employed pretences which they fecretly defpifed, in order to ferve their fel.filh 

purpofes. 'Tis ho,vever probable, if not certain, that they were, generally fpeaking, the dupes of 

thtir own zeal. Hypocrify, quite pure and free from fanaticifm, is perhaps as rare, as fimaticifm in. 

tirely purged from all mixture of hypocrify. So congenial to the human mind are religious fenti· 

ments, that it is impoffible to counterfeit long th"fe holy fervors, without feeling fome /hare of the 

affumed warmth: And on the other hand; fo precarious and temporary, from the frailty of human na

ture, is the operation of thefe fpir •tual views, th<'..t the religious extafies, if conftantly employed, muft 

often be counterfeit, and muft b~ warped by thofe more familiar motives of intereft and ambition, 

which infenfibly gain upon the mind. This indeed ~ ems the key to moft of the celebrated chara~ers 

of that age. Equally full of fraud and of ardour, thefe pious patriots talked perpetually o~ feekmg 

the Lord, yet ftill purfued their own purpofes ~ and have left a memorable leffon to poilenty, how 

ddu'ive, how deftructive that principle is, by which they were animated •. 

T t 2 him> 
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him, amlted by the King himfelf, were the memorials of the royal party chiefly 
compoft:d. So feniible was Charles of his fuperiority in this pan·cular, that he 
tool~ care to difperfe every where the papers of the parliament together with his 
own, that the people might be the more enabled, by comparifon, to form a 
judgme:lt between them: The parliament, whi e they diftributed copies of their 
own, were anxious to fupprefs all the King's compofitions *· 

To clear up the principles of the conftitution, to mark the boundaries of the 
powers entrufted by law to the feveral members, to fhow what great- improve
ments the whole political fyftem had received from the King's late conceffions, 
to dcmonfirate his intire confidence in his people and his reliance on their af
fections, ro point out the ungrateful returns which had been 1nade him, and 
the enormous encroachments, infults, and indignities, to which he had been 
expofed ; thefe were the topics, which, with fo much juftnefs of reafoning 
and propriety of expreffion, were infifted on in the King's declarations and re
tnonftrances t. 

'* Rulhw. vol. v. p. 751. 
t IN fome of thefe declarations, fuppofed to be penned by Lord Falkland, is found the firft regu

lar definition of the conftitution, according -ro our prefent ideas of it, that occurs in any Englifh 
compofition; at leaft any, publifhed by authority. The three fpecies of government, monarchical, 
ariftocratical, and democratical, are there plainly diftinguifhed, and the Englifh government is ex
prefsly (·id to be none of them pure, but all of them mixed and tempered together. This file, 
tho' the fenfe of it was implied in many infiitutions, no former king of England would have ufed, 
and no fubject would have been permitted to ufe. Banks and the crown-lawyers againft Hambden, 
in the cafe of fhip-money, infift plainly and openly on the king~s abfolute and fovereign power: And 
the oppofite lawyers do not deny it: They only alfert, that the fubjeCls have alfo a fundamental 
property in their goods, and that no part of them can be taken but by their own confent in parlia
ment. But that the parliament was inftituted to check and controul the king, and fhare the fupreme 
power, would, in all former timeo, have been eftcemed very blunt and indifcreet, if not illegaJ,, 
language. We need not be furpriz ed, that governtnent lhould long continue, tho' the boundaries of 
authority, in their feveral branches, be implicit, confufed, and undetermined. This is the cafe 
all over the world. Who can draw an exact line, between the fpiritual and temfor 1 powers in catho
lic fiates ? What code afcertained the precife authority of the Roman fenate, in every occurrence ? 
Perhaps, the Englilh is the fir!l mixt government, where the authority of every part has been very 
accurately defined: And yet there frill remain many very important queftions, between the two houfes, 
that, by common confent, are buried in a difcreet filence. The king's power is, indeed, more ex
aCtly limited; but this period, of which we now treat, is the time, at which that accuracy com
menced. And it appears from Warwic and Hobbs, that many royalifts blamed this philofophical 
precifion in the King's penman, and thought that the veil was very imprudently taken off the myfie
ries of government. 'Tis certain, that liberty reaped mighty advantages from thefe controverfies and 
inquiries; and the royal authority itfelf became more fecure, within thofe provinces, which were af
figned to it. Since the firfl publication of this h~l/ory, the fiqutl of Lord Clarendon has been puhlijhed; 
where that mh/eman ajferts, that he r;,vas the aut~or ifmrjl oftbefi remonjlrances and memorials of the King. 

Tno' 
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Tao' thefe writings were of confequence, and tended much to reconci1e the Cha '. vr. 
nation to Charles, it was evident, that they would not be decifive, and that 164z. 

keener weapons mufr determine the controverfy. To the ordinance of the par-
liament concerning the militia the King oppofed his commiffions of array. The 
counties obeyed the one or the other, according as they fi:ood affected. And 
in many counties, where the people were divided, moboifh combats and fkir-
mifhes enfued :f=. The parliament on this occafion, went fo far as to vote, " That, 
" when the lords and commons in parliament, which is the fupreme court of ju-
" dicature, fhall declare what the law of the land is, to have this not only quef-
" tioned, but contradicted, is a high breach of their privileges t.'' This was a 
plain affuming the whole legiilative authority, and exerting it in the moft mate-
rial article, the government of the militia. tJ pon the fame principles they pre-
tended, by a verbal criticifm on the tenfe of a Latin verb, to ravifh from the 
King his negative voice in the legifiature *. 
TH~ magazine of Hull cont•ined the arms of all the forces levied againft the 

Scots; and Sir John I-Iotham, the governor, tho' he had accepted of a commif
fion from the parliament, was not thought to be much difaffeeted to the church 
and monarchy. Charles, therefore, entertained hopes, that~ if he prefented 
himfelf at Hull before the commencement of hofti]ities, Hotham, overawed by 
his prefence, would admit him with his retinue; after which he might eafily 
render himfelf mafter of the place. But the governor was on his guard. . He 
!hut the gates, and refufed to receive the King, who defired leave to enter with 
twenty perfons only. Charles imn1ediately proclaimed him traitor, and con1-
plained to the parliament of his difobedience. The parliament avowed, and juf

tified the aCl:ion §. 
THE county of York levied a guard for the King of 6oo tnen: For the 

kings of Eng1Jnd had hitherto lived among their fubjeCts like fathers an1ong 
their children, and had derived all their fecurity from the dignity of their cha- Preparations 

raCl:er and from the protection of the Jaws. The two houfes, tho' they had al- for civil war. 

ready levied a guard for themfelves; had attempted to feize all the military 
power, all the navy, and all the forts of the kingdom; had openly employed 
their authority in every kind of warlike preparation : Yet immediately voted, 
" That the King, feduced by wicked council, intended to make war againfr his 

t May, book ii. p. 99• t Rufuw. vol. v. p. 534· 
• The King, by his coronation oath, promifes, that he would maintain the laws and cull:oms which 

the people had chofen, quas 'Vulgus elrgerit: The parliament pretended that e egerit meantjhaii chonfi; · 

and confequently, that the King had no rignt to refufe any bills which fuould be prefented him. See 

Rufhw. vol. v. p. s8o. 

§ Whitlocke, p. 55• Rufhw. vol. v. p. 565, &c. May, book ii. P• 51. 
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" parliament, who, in all 6eir confultations and actions, had propofea no other 
" end, but the care of his :dngdoms, and the performance of all duty and Ioy 
'' alty to his perfon ; that this attempt is a breach of the truft repofed in him 
'' by his people, contrary to hi oath, and tending to a dilfolution of the go
" vernment; and that whoever fhould affift him in fuch a war, were traitors by 
" the fundamental laws of the kingdom *." 

THE armies, which had been every where raifed on pretence of the fervice 
of Ireland, were henceforth more openly inJifted by the parliament for their own 
purpofes, and the command of them was given to the Earl of Elfex. In London 
no le s than four thoufand men inlifted in one day t. And the parliament voted 
a declaration, which they required every member to fubfcribe, that they would live 
and die with their general. · 

1oth of June. THEY ilfued orders for bringing in loans of money and plate, in order to main
tain forces, which fhould de~end the King and both houfes of parliament: For 
this ftyle they ftill preferved. Within ten days, vaft quantities of plate were 
brought to their treafurers. Hardly were there men enough to receive it, or 
room fufficient to ftow it. And many with regret were obliged to . carry back 
their offerings, and wait till :he treafurers could find leifure to receive them. Such 
zeal animated the pious part:zans of the parliament, efpecially in the city ! The 
won1en gave up all the plate and ornaments of their houfes, and even their 
filver thimbles and bodkins, in order to fupport the Good caufe againfl: the 
malignants :J:. 

MEANWHILE the fplendor of the nobility, with which the ~ing was envi
roned, much eclipfed the appearance at Weftminfter. The Lord keeper, Little
ton, after fending the great feal before him, had fled to York. Above forty peers 
of the firft rank attended the King § ; whilft the houfe of lords feldom confifted 
of more than fixteen members. Near the moiety too of the lower houfe abfented 
themfdves from councils, which they efteemed fo full of danger. The commons 
fent up an impeachment againft nine peers, for deferting their duty in parliament . . 
Their own members alfo, who fhould return to them, they voted not to admit, -
tiU fatisfied concerning the reafon of their abfence. 

CHARLES made a dec1aratbn to the peers who attended him, that he expected 
from them no obedience to any commands, which were not warranted by the 
laws of the land. The peers anfwered this declaration by a proteft, in which 
they declared their refolution t) obey no commands, but fuch as were warranted by 
that authority 11· By thefe deliberate engagements, fo worthy of an Engliih 

• Whitlocke, p. 57· Rulhw. vol. v. p. 717. Dugdale, p. 93· May, book ii. p. 54· 
-t Vicar's God in the mount. :t Whitlocke, p. 58. Dugdale, p. 96. 99· 

May, book ii. p. 59· 11 Rufhw. vol. v. p, 6z6, 6z7. May, book ii. r. 86, Warwick, p. 2 ro. 
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f>rince ana Englifh nobility, they meant to confound the furious and tumultuary 

refolutions taken by the parliament. 

THE ~een, difpofing of the crown-jewels in Hdland, had been enabled to 

purchafe a large cargoe of arms and ammunition. Part of thefe, after efcaping 

many perils, arrived fafely to the King. His prepantions were not near fo for

ward as thofe of the parliament. In order to remove ,11 jealoufy, he had refolved, 

that their ufurpations ang illegal pretenfions lhould be apparent to the whole 

world, and thought, that, to recover the confidence of the people, was a point 

much more material to his intereft, than the colleCl:ing any magazines, ftores, or 

armies, which might breed apprebenfions of violent or illegal councils. . the 

urgent neceffity of his fituation no longer admitted of delay. He now preparea 

himfelf for defence. With a fpirit, aCl:ivity, and ad:lrefs, which neither the one 

party apprehended, nor the other expeCl:ed, he enpJoyed all the advantages, 

which remained to him, and roufed up his adherer,ts to arms. The refources 

of this prince's genius increafed in proportion to his difficulties ; and he never 

appearal greater than when plunged into the deepefl perils and diftreffes. From 

the mixt charaCl:er, indeed, of Charles arofe, in par:, the misfortunes, in which 

England was, at this time, involved. His political errors, or rather weakneffes, 

had raifed him inveterate enemies : His eminent monl virtues had procured him. 

zealous partizans : And between the hatred of the one and the affections of the 

other was the nation agitated with the tnoft violent C)nvulfions. 

THAT the King might defpair of all compofition, the parliament fent him the 

conditions, on which they were willing to come to ~greement. Their demands, 

contained in nineteen propo!itions, amounted to a t~tal abolition of monarchical 

authority. They required, That no man lhould remain in the counciJ, who was 

not agreeable to parliament; that no deed of the Kir.g's ihould have validity, un

lefs it paffed the council, and was attefied under their hand ; that all the officers 

of ftate fhou1d be chofen with confent of parlian1ent; that none of the royal fa

mily ihould marry without confent of parliament or council; that the Jaws 

fhould be executed againft catholics ; that the votes of popiili lords fhould be 

excluded ; that the reforn1ation of the liturgy and church-government lhould have 

place, according to advice of parliament; that the ordinance, with regard to the 

militia, be fubmitted to; that the juftice of parlian~ent may pafs upon all delin

quents; that a general pardon be granted, with fuch exceptions as fhould be ad

vifed by parliament; that the forts and caftles be difpofed of by confent of par

liament ; that no peers be made but with confent of both houfes *. 
" SHouLD I grant there demands," faid the King in reply, " I may be waited 

" on bare-headed; I may have my hand kiffed; the title of majefty be continued 

• Rufuw. vol. v. p. 7zz. May, book ii. p. 54· 
" to 
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Chap. VI. " to me; and :the King's authority, Jignified by both houfes, may be fi:ill the ftyle 
164z. " of your commands; I may have fwords and maces c~rried before me, and 

" pleafe n1yfelf with the fight of a crown and fceptre (tho' even thefe twigs 
'' would not long flourifh, when the ftock, upon which they grew, was dead :) 
'' But as to true and real power, I fhould remain but the outfide, but the piCture, 
" but the fign of a King :f:.'' War on any terms was e!teemed, by the King and 
all his counfellors, preferable to fo ignominious a peace. Charles accordingly: 
made account of fupporting his authority by arms. " His towns," he faid, 
" were taken from him, his fhips, his arms, his money; but there frill remained 
" to him a good caufe, and the hearts of his loyal fubjetl:s, which, with God's 
" bleffing, he doubted not, would recover all the refl:." Collecting therefore 

z2d Auguft. fome forces, he advanced fouthwards ; and at Nottingham, he erected his 
royal ftandard, the open fignal of difcord and civil war throughout the 
nation. 

.t Rulhw. vol. v. p. 728. Warwic, p. r89~ 
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Commencement of the civil war.-State of parties.-Battle of Edge
hi/I.-Negotiation at Oxford.-Vielories if the ro)·ali.fls in the wefl. 
-Battle ofStratton.--OfLandfdown.-OfRoundway-down.-
Death qf Hambden.-Bri.ftol taken.-Siege of' Glocefler.-Battle 
of Newbury.-AClions in the north ofEngland.-Solemn league and 
crn;enant.--Arming of the Scots.-State qf' lreland. 

WHEN two names, fo facred in the Englilh conftitution, as thofe of 
6 

KING and PARLIAMENT,_ were placed in oppofition to each ~ther; no 
1 

4-z. 

d h 1 d .. d d . h . h . d . d .. h h ft Commencewon er t e peop e were 1v1 e 1n t etr c otce, an were agttate wtt t e mo ment of the 

violent animofities and faCtions. war. 

THE nobility and more confiderable gentry, dreading a total confufion of 
rank from the fury of the populace, inlifted themfelves in defence of the 
n1onarch, from whom they received, and to whom they communicated, their 
luftre. Animated with the fpirit of loyalty, derived from their anceftors, they State of pan( 

adhered to the antient principles of the conftitution, and valued themfelves on ties. 

exerting the maxims, as well as inheriting the pofftffions, of the old Englilh fa
milies. And while they paffed their time moftly in their country-feats, they 
were furprized to hear of opinions prevailing, with which they had ever been un
acquainted, and which implied not a limitation, but an abolition almoft total, of 
monarchical authority *. 

THE city of London, on the other hand, and moft of the great corporations, 
took part with the parliament, and adopted with zeal thofe democratical principles, 
on which the pretenfions of that affembly were founded. The government of 
cities, which, even under abfolute monarchies, is commonly republican, inclined 
th~m to this party: The fmall hereditary influence, which can be retained over 
the induftrious inhabitants of towns ; the natural indepenaence of citizens ; and 
the force of popular currents over thofe more numerous affociations of mankind ; 
all thefe caufes gave, there, authority to the ne'w principles propagated through
out the nation. Many families too, which had lately been enriched by commerce~ 
faw with indignation, that, notwithftanding their opulence, they could not 
raife thernfel ves to a level with the antient gentry : They therefore adhered to a ' 

• Among the other nobility, the Earl of Briftol, tho' long in the oppofition, when matters came 

to extremity, adhered to the court, and was profecuted with implacable hatred by the parliament. 

He died in France in 165z • 

.. VOL. V. U u power, 



Chap. VII. 
16-}2· 

330 H IS T 0 R Y o F G. R E AT BR IT A I N. 

power, by whofe fuccefs they hoped to acquire rank and confideration *. And the 
new fplendor and glory of the Dutch commonwealth, where liberty fo happily 
fupported induftry, made all the commercial part of the nation ardently defire to 
fee a like forn1 of government efi:ablifhed in England . 

. THE genius of the two religions, fo clofely, at this time, interwoven with 
politics, correfponded exaCl:Iy to thefe divifions. The prefbyterian religion was 
rrew, republican, and fuited to the genius of the popul.lce : The other had an 
air of greater fhow and ornament, was eftablilhed on antient authority, and bore 
an affinity to the kingly and -ariftocratical parts of the conftitution. The de
votees of prefbytery became of courfe zealous partizans of the parliament : The 
friends of the epifcopal church valued themfel ves on defending the rights of 
monarchy. 

SoME men alfo there were, of liberal education, who, being either carelefs 
or ignorant of thofe difputes, bandied about by the clergy of both fides, afpired 
to nothing but an eafy enjoyment of life, amidfl: the jovial entertainment and 
facial intercourfe of their companions. All thefe flocked to the King's ftan
dard, where they breathed a freer air, and were exempted from that rigid pre
{:ifenefs and melancholy aufterity, which reigned among the parliamentary 
party. 

NEVER was a quarrel more unequal than feemed at firft that between the con
tending parties: Almoft every advantage lay againft the royal caufe. The King's 
revenue had been feized, from the beginning, by the parliament, who iffued out 
to him, from time to time, fmall fums for his prefent fubfiftence; and as foon 
as he withdrew to York, they totally flopped all payments. London and all 
the fea-ports, except Newcafl:le, being in their hands, the cuftoms yielded 
the1n a certain and confiderable fupply of money ; and all contributions, loans, 
and impofitions were more eafily raifed from · the cities, which po!feffed the ready 
money, and where men ii ved under their infpection, then . they could be le· 
vied by the King in thofe open countries, which, after fome time, declared for. 
him. 

THE feamen naturally followed the difpofition of the fea-ports, to which they 
belonged. And the Earl of Northumberland, Lord-admiral, having embraced 
the party of the parliament, had named, at their defire, the Earl of \Varwic for 
his lieutenant ; who at once eftablifhed his authority in the fleet, and kept the in
tire dominion of the fea in the hands of. that affembly. 

ALL the magazines of arms and ammunition were at firft feized by the parlia
ment ; and their fleet intercepted the greate!l: part of thofe, which were fent by 
the ~een from Holland. The King was obliged, in order to arm his followers, 

~ Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 4· 
to 
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to borrow the weapons of the train-bands, under pron1ife of reftoring them, a 

foon as peace fhould be fettled in the kingdom. 

Chap. VU. 
1642. 

THE veneration for parliaments was, at that time, extreme throughout the na

tion*. The cuftom of reviling thofe affemblies for corruption, as it had no pre

tence, fo was it unknown, during all former ages. Few or no 'nftances of their 

encroaching ambition or felfilh claims had hitherto been obferved. Men confider

ed the houfe of commons in no other light, than as the reprefentatives of the na· 

tion, whofe intereft was the fame with that of the public, who were the eternal 

guardians of law and liberty, and whom no n1otive, but the neceffary defence of 

the people, could· ever engage in an oppo~fition to the crown. The torrent, 

therefore, of general affection ran to the parliament. What is the great advan

tage of popularity; the privilege of affixing epithets fell of courfe to that party. 

The King's adherents were the Wicked and the Malignant: Their adverfaries were 

the Godly and the Well affected. And as the force of the cities was more united 

than that of the country, and at once gave ihelter and protection to the parlia

mentary party, who could eafily fupprefs the royalifts in their neighbourhood; 

almoft the whole kingdom, at the commencement of the war, feen1ed to be in 

the hands of the parliament t. 
WHAT alone gave the King fame compenfation for all the advantages, poffef

fed by his adverfaries, was the nature and qualities of his adherents. More 

bravery and activity were hoped for, from the generous fpirit of the nobles and 

gentry, than fron1 the bafe difpofition of the multitude. And as the men of 

eftates, at their own expence, levied and armed their tenants; befides an attach- . 

ment to their mafters, greater force and courage were to be expected in thefe 

rufiic troops than in the vitious and enervated populace of cities. 

THE neighbouring ftates of Et1rope, being engaged in violent wars, little in

terefted themfelves in thefe civil commotions ; and this ifiand enjoyed the fingu1ar 

advantage (for fuch it furely was) of fighting out its own quarrels without the 

interpofition of foreigners. France from policy had fomented the firft diforders in 

Scotland ; bad fent over arms to the Iriih rebels ; and continued to give counte

nance to the Englilh parliament : Spain, from bigotry, furniihed the Iriih with 

fome fupplies of n1oney and arms. The Prince of Orange, clofely allied to the 

crown, encouraged Englifh officers, who ferved in the Low-countries, to inlift in 

the King's army: the Scots officers, who had bee~ formed in Germany, and in 

the late commotions, chiefly took part with the parliament. 

THE contempt, entertained by the parliament of the King's party, was fo great, 

that it was the chief caufe of pulbing matters to fuch extremity againft him ; and 

many believed, that he never would attempt refiftance, but muft at 1aft yield to 

• Walker, p. 336. t Warwick, p. 218. 
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the pretenfions, however enormous , of the two houfes . Even after his ftandard 
was erectt d, men could not be brou0 ht to apprehe nd the danger of a civil war; 
nor was it imagined t hat he wou ld have the 'mpruc:ence to enrage his implacable 
enemies, and render his own cond ition more defperare, by oppofing a force 
which was fo much fuperior. The low condit ion, in which he appeared at Not
tingham, confirmed all thefe hopes. His artillery, though far from numerous, 
he had been obliged to leave at York , for want of horfes to tranfport it. 
Be fides the trained bands of the county, raifed by Sir John Digby, the fheriff, 
'he had not got together above three hundred infantry. His cavalry, in which 
confifted his chief firength, exceeded not eight hundred, and were very ill pro
vided of arms. The forces of the parliament lay at Northampton, within a few 
days march of hin1 ; and confifted of above fix thoufand men, well armed and 
well appointed. Had thefe troops advanced upon the King, they muft foon have 
diffipated the fmall force which he had aifembled. By purfuing him in his retreat, 
they would have fo difcredited his caufe and difcouraged his adherents, as to have 
for ever prevented his gathering an army able to make head againft them. But the 
Earl of Effex, the parliamentary general, had not yet received any orders from 
his mafters *. What rendered then1 fo backward, after fuch precipitant fteps 
as they had formerly taken, is not eafily explained. 'Tis probable, that in the 
extreme diftrefs of his party confifted the prefent fafety of the King. The parlia
ment hoped, that the royalifts, fenfible of their feeble condition, and convinced 
of their fiender refources, would difperfe of themfelves, and leave their adverfaries 
a victory, fo much the more compleat and fecure, that it would be gained with
out the appearance of force and without bloodlhed. Perhaps too, when it became 
neceffary to make the concluding ftep, and offer bare-faced violence to their 
fovereign, their fcruples and apprehenfions, tho' not fufficient to overcome their 
refoJutions, were able to retard the execution of them t. 

SJR Jacob Aftley, whom the King had appointed major general of his in
tended army, told him, that he could not give him affurance but he might be 
taken out of his bed, if the rebels fhould tnake a brifk attempt to that purpofe. 
All the King's attendants were full of well-grounded apprehenfions. Some of the 
lords having defired, that a meffage might be fent to the parliament with over
tures to a treaty; Charles, who well knew that an accommodation, in his prefent 
condition. meant nothing but a total fubmiffion, haitily broke up the council, 
left this propofal fhould be farther inllfted on. But next day, the Earl of 
Southampton, whom no one could fufpect of bafe or timid counfels, having 
offered the fame advice, it was hearkened to with more coolnefs and deliberation. 
He urged, That, tho' fuch a ftep would probably encreafe the infolence of the 
parliament; this was fo far from being an objection, that fuch difpofitions muft 

• Clarendon, vol. iii. p. r, z. · t Ibid. p. 18. 
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necelfarily turn to the ad vantage of the royal caufe : That if they refufed to treat, 

which was moft probable, the very found of peace was fo popular, that nothing 

could more difguft· the nation than fL1ch haughty feverity : That if they admitted 

of a treaty, their pro ofals, confidering their prefent condition, would be fo 

exorbitant, as to open the eyes of their mofi: partial adherents, and gain the ge

neral favour to the King's party : And that, at worft, time might be gained by 

this expedient, and a delay of the imminent danger, with which the King was

at prefen t threatened *. 
CHARLES, on affembling the council, had declared againft all advances to

wards an accommodation; and had faid, that, having now nothing left him but 

his honour, that laft polfeffion he was refolved fteadily to preferve, and rather 

to perilh than yield any farther to the pretenfions of his enemies t. But by the 

concurrent defire of the counfellors, he was prevailed with to embrace Southamp

ton's advice. That Nobleman, therefore, with Sir John Colepeper and Sir 

William U vedale, was difpatched to London with offers of a treaty :J:. The man

ner in which they were received, gave little hopes of fuccefs. Southampton 

was not allowed by the peers to take his feat ; but was ordered to deliver his me f. 

fage to the ufher, and to depart the city immediately: The commons fhowed little 

better difpofition to Colepeper and Uvedale §. Both houfes replied, that they 

could admit no treaty with the King, till he took down his ftandard, and recalled 

his proclamations, in which the parliament fuppofed themfelves to be declared 

traitors. The King, by a fecond meffage, denied any fuch intention againft the 

two houfes ; but offered to recall thefe proclamations, provided the parliament 

agreed to recall theirs, in which his adherents were declared traitors. They defired 

him in return to difmifs his forces, to refide with his parliament, and give up de

Hnquents to their juftice ; that is, abandon himfelf and his friends to the mercy of 

his enemies 11· Both parties flattered themfelves, that, by thefe meffages and re

plies, they had gained the ends which they propofed ~. The King believed, that 

the people were fufficiently fatisfied of the parliament's infolence and averfion to 

peace: The parliament intended, by this vigour in their refolutions,_ to fupport 

the vigour of their military operations. 

THE courage of the parliament was fupported, befides their great fuperiority 

of force, by two recent events, which had happened in their favour. Goring 

was governor of Portfmouth, the beft fortified town in the kingdom, and, by 

its fituation, of great importance. This man feemed to have rendered himfelf 

an implacable enemy to the King, by betraying, probably magnifying, the fe-

• Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 7. 

§ Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 1 o. 

~ \Vhitlocke, p. 59· 

t Id. Ibid. t Rufhw. vol. v. p. 784. 
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Chap. VU. cret cabals of the army; and the parliament thought, that his fidelity to them 
164z. 

might, on that account, be entirely depended on. But the fame levity of mind 
ftill attended him, and the fame difregard to engagements and profeffions. He 
took underhand his meafures. with the court, and declared againfi: the parliament. 
But, tho' he had been fufficiently fupplied with money , and long before knew 
his danger ; fo fmall was his forefight, that he had left the place entirely defi:itute 
of provifions, and, in a few days, he was obliged to furrender to the forces of the 
parliament*. 

THE Marquefs of Hertford was a nobleman of the greatefi: quality and cha .. 
raCl:er in the kingdom, and, equally with the King, defcended, by a female, from 
Henry VII. During the reign of J ames, he had attempted, without having ob
tained the confent of that monarch, to marry Arabella Stuart, a Lady nearly re
lated to the crown ; and, upon difcovery of his intention, had been obliged, for 
fome time, to fly the kingdom. Ever after, he was looked on with an evil eye 
at court, from which, in a great tneafure, he withdrew ; and 1 i ving in an inde
pendent manner, he addicted himfelf intirely to literary occupations and amufe
n1ents. In proportion as the King declined in popularity, Hertford's character 
flouri!hed with the people ; and when this parliament affembled, no nobleman 
in the kingdom poifeffed more general favour and authority. By his fagacity, he 
foon perceived, that the commons, not content with correcting the abufes of 
governmenr, were carried, by the natural current of power and popularity, into 
the oppofite extreme, and were committing violations, no lefs dangerous than 
the former, upon the Engli!h confl:itution. Immediately he devoted himfelf to 
the fupport of the King's falling authority, and was prevailed with to be gover
nor to the young Prince, and refide in the court, to which, in the eyes of all 
men, he gave, by his prefence, a new luftre and authority. So high was his cha
racter for mildnefs and humanity, that he frill preferved, by means of thefe popu
lar virtues, the public favour; and every one was fenfible of the true motive of 
his change. Notwithftanding his habits of eafe and fi:udy, he now beftirred him
felfin raifing an army for the King; and being named general of the weftern coun .. 
ties, where his intereft chiefly lay, he began to affe.mble forces in Somerfedhire. 
By the affiftance of Lord Seymour, Lord Paulet, John Digby, fon to the Earl 
of Brifi:ol, Sir Francis Hawley, and others, he had drawn together fome appear
ance of an army; when the parliament, apprehenfive of the danger, fent the Earl 
of Bedford with a confiderable force againft him. On his appearance, Hertford 
was obliged to retire into Sherborne cafi:le; and finding that place incapable of 
defence, he himfelf paired over into Wales, leaving Sir R.alph Hopton, Sir John 
Berkeley, Dig by, and other officers, with their horfe, confifting of about a hun-

• Ruihw. vol. v. p. 683. Whitlocke, p. 6o. Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 19. 
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dred and twenty, to march into Cornwall, in hopes of finding that county better 

prepared f·)r their reception *. 
ALL the difperfed bodies of the parliament's army were now ordered to march 

to Northampton; and the Earl of Effex, who had joined them, found the whole 

amount to 15000 men t. The King, tho' his camp had been gradually reinforced 

from all quarters, was fenfiblc, that he had no army which could cope with fo for

m:dable a force; and he thought it prudent, by flow marches, to retire to Derby, 

and thence to Shrewfbury, in order to countenance the levies, which his friends 

were making in thofe quarters. At Wellington, a day's march from Shrewfbury, 

he made a rendezvous of all his forces, and caufed his military orders to be read 

at the head of each regiment. That he might bind himfelf by reciprocal ties, he 

folemnly took the following proteftation before his whole army. 

" 1 do promife, in the prefence of Almighty God, and as I hope for his bleffing 

~' and protection') that 1 will, to the utmoft of my power, defend and maintain 

" the true reformed proteftant religion, eftab!ifhed in the church of England, 

" and, by the grace of God,. in the fame will live and die. 

" I defire, that the laws may ever be the meafure of my government, and 

" that the liberty and property of the fubjeB: may be preferved by them with 

" the fame care as my own jufi: rights. And if it pleafe God, by his bleffing on 

" this army, raifed for my neceffary defence, to preferve me from the prefent 

'' rebelliol! ; I do folemnly and faithfully promife, in the fight of God, to main

,, . tain the juft privileges and freedom of parliament, and to govern, to the ut-

" moftof my power, by the known ftatutes and cuftoms of the kingdom, and· 

" particularly, to obferve inviolably the laws to which I have given my confent 

" this parliament. Meanwhile, if this en1ergence, and the great neceffity to 

'' which I am driven, beget any violation of law, I hope it !hall be imputed by 

" God and man to the authors of this war ; not to me, who have fo earneftlyt 

'' laboured to preferve the peace of the kingdom. 

'' When I willingly fail in thefe particulars, I !hall expeCt no aid or relief 

" fron1 man, nor any proteCtion from above: But in this refolution, I hope for 

" the chearful affiflance of all good men, and am confident of the bleffing of. 

" heaven t·" 
THo' the concurrence of the church undoubtedly increafed the King's adherents, 

it may fafely be affirmed, that the high monarchical doctrines, fo much incul

cated by the clergy, had never. done him any real fervice. The bulk of that· 

generous train of nobility and gentry, who now attended the King in his diftreffes, 

breathed the fpirit of liberty, as well as of loyalty : And in the hopes alone of 

• Clarendon, vol. vi . p. z, 3, &c. t Whitlocke, p •. 6o •. 

1 Clarendon, vol. iii.P,. 16, 17. Dugdale, P.· 109_, . 
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his fubrnitting to a legal and limited government, were they willing in his defence 
to facrifice their lives and fortunes. 

WHILE the King's army lay at Shrewfbury, and he was employing himfelf in 
collecting money, which he received, tho' in no great quantities, by voluntary 
contributions, and by the plate of the univerfities, which was fent him ; the news 
arrived of an action, the firft which had happened in thefe wars, and where he 
was fuccefsful. 

ON the appearance of commotions in England, the Princes, Rupert and Mau
rice, fons of the unfortunate Palatine, had offered their fervice to the King; and 
the former, at that time, commanded a body of horfe, which had been fent to 
Worcefter, in order to watch the motions of Effex, who was marching towards 
that city. No fooner had the Prince arrived, than he faw fome cavalry of the 
enemy approaching the gates. Without delay, he brifkly attacked them, as they 
were defiling from a lane and forming themfelves. Colonel Sandys, who led 
them and who fought with valour, being mortally wounded, fell from his horfe. 
The whole party was routed, and was purfued above a mile. The Prince hear
ing of Eifex's approach, retired to the King'*. This rencounter, tho' in itfelf of 
fmall importance, raifed mightily the reputation of the royalifts, and acquired 
univerfally to Prince Rupert the character of promptitude and courage; qualities, 
which he eminently difplayed, during the whole courfe of the war. 

THE King, on muftering his army, found it about IO,ooo men. The Earl 
of Lindefey, who in his youth had fought experience of military fervice in the 
Low-countries t, was general: Prince Rupert commanded the horfe: Sir J acob 
Aftley, the foot: Sir Arthur Afton, the dragoons: Sir John Heydon, the ar
.tillery. The Lord Bernard Stuart was at the head of a troop of guards. The 
eftate and revenue of this fingle troop, according to Lord Clarendon's computa· 
tion, was at Ieaft equal to that of all the members, who, at the commencement 
of the war, voted in both houfes. Their fervants, under the command of 
Sir William Killigrew, made another troop, and always marched with their 
mafters :J:. 

WITH this army the King left Shrewfbury, refolving to give battle as foon as 
poffible, to the army of the parliament, which he heard was continuaJiy aug
menting by fup?lies from London. In order to bring on an action, he directed 
his courfe towards the capital, which, he knew, the enemy would not abandon 
to him. Effex had now received his inftrucrions. The import of them was, 
to prefent a moft humble petition to the King, and to refcue him, and the royal 
family, from thofe de::fperate malignants, who had feized their perfons §. Two 

"" Clc:rendon, vol. iii. p. 25. May, book iii. p. 10. 

j: Clarendon, vol.iii. p. 41. Warwick, p. 231. 

§ Whit~ocke, p, 59· Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 27, z8, &c. 

t He was then Lord Wil:oughby. 
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c ays after the departure of the royalifts from Shrewfbury, he left vVorcefter. 
Tho' it be eafy in civil wars to get intelligence, the two armies were within fix 
miles of each other, ere either of the generals was acquainted with the approach 
of his enemy. Shrewibury and Worcefter, the places from which they fet out, 
are not above twenty miles diftant; yet had the two armies m:uched ten days in 
this mutual ignorance. So much had military fkill, during a long peace, decayed 

in England *. 

Chap. VII. 
16.p. 

THE royal army lay near Ban bury: That of the parliament, at Keinton, in Battle of 

the county of Warwic. Prince Rupert fent intel 1igence of the approach o.f the Edge-hill. 

enemy. Tho' the day was far advanced, the King refolved upon the attack: z3d ofOa.. 

Effex drew up his men to receive him. Sir Faithful Fortefcue, , who had levied 
a troop for the lrifi1 wars, had been obliged to ferve in the parliamentary army, 
and was now pofred on the left wing commanded by Ramfay, a Scotfman. No 
fooner did the King's army approach, than Fortefcue, ordering his troop to dif-
charge their piftols in the ground, put himfelf under the command of Prince 
Rupert. Partly from this accident, partly frotn the furious ihock made upon 
them by the Prince; that whole wing of cavalry immediately fled, and were 
purfu~d for two n1iles. ~he right wing of the parliament's army had no b~tter 
fuccefs. Chaced from their ground by Wilmot and Sir Arthur Afton, they alfo 
took to flight. The King's body of referve, commanded by Sir John Biron, 
judging, like raw foldiers, that all was over, and impatient to have fome fhare 
in the action, heedlefsly followed the chace, which their left wing had precipi-
tately led them. Sir William Balfour, who commanded E!fex's refer.ve, perceiv-
ed the advantage: He wheeled about upon the King's infantry, now quite un
furniihed of horfe, and made great havock among them. Lindefey, the ge-
neral, was mortally wounded, and taken prifoner. His fon endeavouring his refcue, 
fell likewife into the enemy's hands. Sir Edmund Verney, who carried the 
King's fiandard, was killed, and the fiandard taken, but it was afterwards 
recovered. In this fituation, Prince Rupert, on his return, found affairs. Every 
thing bore the appearance of a defeat, inftead of a victory, with which he had 
haftily flattered himfelf. Some adviied the King to leave the field : But that 
Prince rejeCted fuch pufillanimous counfel. The two armies faced each other 
for fome time, and neither of them retained courage fufficient for a new attack. 
All night they lay under arms ; and next morning found themfelves in fight of 
each other. General, as well as foldier, on both fides, feemed averfe to renew 
the battle. Effex firft drew off and retired to Warwic. The King returned to 
his former quarters. Five thoufand men are faid to have been found dead on the 
field of battle, and he lofs of the two armies, as far as we can judge by the 

VoL. V.. 
! Clarendon, vol. i.ii. p. 44· 
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oppofite a~~ounts, was nearly equal. Such was the event of this firil: _battle, 
fought at Keinton or Edge-hill*. 

SoME of Effex's horfe, who had been drove off the field in the beginning of 
the action, flying to a great diftance, carried news of a total defeat, and ftruck 
a mighty terror into the city and parliament. After a few days, a more juft ac
count arrived ; and then the parliament pretended to a compJeat victory+. The 
King alfo, on his part, was not wanting to difplay his advantages; tho', except 
the taking of Ban bury, a few days after, he had few marks of victory to boa!t: 
of. He continued his march, and took pofieffion of Oxford, the only town in 
his dominions, which was altogether at his devotion. 

AFTER the royal army was recruited and refrefhed ; as the weather ftill 
continued favourable, it was again put in motion. A party of horfe approached 
to Reading, of which Martin was appointed governor by the parliament. 
Both governor and garrifon were feized with a panic, and fled with precipitation 
to London. Charles, hoping that every thing would yield before him, 
advanced with his whole army to Reading. The parliament, who, inflead 
of their fond expectations that Charles would never be able to collect an army, 
had now the profpeB: of a civil war, b1oody, and of uncertain event; were 
farther alarmed at the near approach of the royal arn1y, while their own forces 
lay at a diftance. They voted an addrefs for a treaty. The King's nearer 
approach to Colebroke quickened their advances. Northlllnberland and Pembroke 
with three commoners prefented the addrefs of both houfes ; in which they 
befought his Majefty to appoint fome convenient place, where he might refide, 
till committees could attend him with propofals. The King named Windfor, 
and defired, that the garrifon might be removed, and his own troops admitted 

into that caftle :f:. 
MEAN while EfTex, advancing by hafty marches, had arrived at London. 

But neither the ptefence of his army, nor the precarious hopes of a treaty, retard
ed the King's approaches. Charles attacked, at Brentford, two regiments quar
tered there, and, after a fuarp aCtion, beat them from that village, and took about 

5oo prifoners. The parliament had fent orders to forbear all hoftilities, and had 
expeCted the fame compliance from the King ; tho' no ftipulations to that purpofe 
had been mentioned by their commiffioners. Loud complaints were raifed againit 
this attack, as if it had been the moft apparent perfidy and breach < f treaty §. 
Enfiamed with refentment, as well as anxious for its own defence, the city march
ed its trained bands in excellent order, and joined the army under Eff-·x. The 

• CJarendon, vol. iii. p 44, &c. May, book iii. p. 16, &c. + Whitlocke, p. 61. Claren ... 

don, vol. ili p. S9· :1: Whitlocke, p. 6:z. Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 73· § Whitlocke, 

p. 61. llarendon_, vol. iii. p. 7 5 • 
force 
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force of the parliamentary army now amounted to above 24000 men, and was Chap. V U. 

much fuperior to that of the King's*. After both arm1es had faced each other for 
16

4
2

• 

fome time, the King drew off and retired to Reading, and from thtnce to Oxford. 

WHILE the principal armies on both fides were kept in inaction by t~e 

winter feafon, the King and parliament were employed in real preparations for 
war, and in feeming advances towards peace. By n1eans of contributions or af
feffments, levied by the horfe, Charles maintained his cav alry: By loans and vo
luntary prefents, fent him from all parts of the kingdom, he fupported his infan
try: But the fupplies were ftill very unequal to the neceilities under which he 
laboured t. The parliament had much greater refources for money ; and had, by 
confequence, every military preparation in much greater order and abundance. 
Befide·s an impofition levied in London, amounting to the five and twentieth 
part of every one's fubftance, they eftabliihed on that city a w~ekly affeffrnent of 
Io,ooo pounds, and another of 2 3,5 I 8, on the reil: of the kingdom :f:. And as 
their authority was at prefent eftabliihed in moft counties, they levied thefe taxe·s 
with great regularity ; tho' they arrounted to fums, much beyond what the na
tion had forn1erly paid to the public exigencies. 

THE King and parliament fent reciprocally their demands; and a treaty corn.. 1643·· 

tnenced, but without any ceffation of hoftilities, as had at firft been propofed. 
The Earl of Northumberland and four members of the lower houfe came to Ox- Negotiation 

ford as commiffioners §. In this treaty, the King perpetually infifted on the re· at Oxford. 

eftablifhment of the crown in its legal powers, and on the reftoration of his con
ftitutional prerogatives 11: The parliament !till required new conceffions, and a far-
ther abridgn1ent of reg<ll authority., as a more effetl:ual remedy to their fears 
and jealoufies. Finding the King fupported by more forces and a greater party,, 
than they had ever looked for, they feemingly abated fomewhat of thofe exorbi-
tant conditions, which they had formerly claimed; but their demands were frill 
too great for an equal treaty. Be fides other articles, to which a compleat victory 
could alone i ti J .... them; they required the King, in exprefs terms, utterly to 
abolifh epi[copacy ; a demand, which, before, they only infinuated : And they 
required, that all other ecclefiaftical controverfies fhou ld be determined by their 

a!fembly of divines ; that is, in the n1anner the moft repugnant to the inclinations 
of the King and all his partizans. They likewife defired him to acquiefce in their 
fettlement of the miEtia, and to confer on their adherents the intire authority of 
the fword. And in anfwer to the King's propofal, that his magazines, towns~ 
forts, and £hips, fhould be reftored to him, the parliament required, that they 
fhould be put into fuch hands as they could confide in~. The nineteen propofi-

• Whitlocke, p. 6z. t Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 87. t Ibid. P· 171. § Whit4 

locke, p. 64. U. Ru!hw. vol. vi. p. zoz. ~ Ibid. p. x66. Claren.don,. vol. iii. p. 119. 
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ti ~-· tide' .ey formerly fent the King, fhewed their inclination to abolifh n1onar
chy: 1'hey only afked, at prefent, the power of doing it. And having now, in 
the eye of the law, been guilty of ~reafon, by levying war againft their fovereign; 
it is evident, that their fears and Jealoufies muft, on that account, have multi
plied extremely, and have ren~ered their perfonal fafety, which they inten ove with 
that of the nation, ftill more incompatible with the authority of the monarch. Tho' 
the gentlenefs and lenity of the King's temper might have enfured them againft 
all fchemes of future vengeance; they preferred, as is, no doubt, but too natural, 
an independent fecurity, accompanied too with fovereign power, before the ftation 
of fubjects, and that not intirely guarded from all apprehenflons o~ danger*. 

THE conferences went no farther than the firft demand on each fide. The 
parliament, finding, that there was no likelihood of coming to any agreement, 
fuddenly recalled their commiffioners. 

A military enterprize, which they had concerted early in the fpring, was im
mediately undertaken. Reading, the garrifon of the King, which lay neareft 
London, was efteemed a place of confiderable ftrength, in that age, when the 
art of attacking towns was not well underftood in Europe, and was totally un
known in England. The Earl of Effex fat down before this place with an army 
of 18coo men ; and carried on his attacks by regular approaches. Sir Arthur 
Afton, the governor, being wounded, Colonel Fielding fucceeded to the com
mand. In a little time, the town was found to be no longer in a condition of de
fence; and, tho' the King approached, with an intention of obliging Effex to 

• Whitlocke, who was one of the commiffioners, fays, p 65. '' In this treaty, the King manifefted 
" his great parts and abilities., ftrength of reafon and quicknefs of apprehenfion, with much patience 
'' in hearing what was objected againft him; wherein he allowed all freedom, and would himfelf ' 
'' fum up the arguments and give a moft clear judgment upon them. His unhappinefs was, that he 
'' had a better opinion of others judgments than of his own, tho' they were weaker than his own ; 
4

' and of this the parliament commiffioners had experience to their great trouble. They were ofte11 
" waiting on the King, and debating fome points of the treaty with him, until midnight, before 
'' they could come to a conclufion. Upon one of the m oft material points, they prelfed his Majefty 
" with their reafons and beft arguments they could ufe to grant what they defired. The King faid, 
" he v. as fully fatisfied, and promifed to give them his anfwer in writing according to their defire; 
" but, becaufe it was then pail: midnight, and too late to put it into writing, he would have it drawn 
" up next morning (when he commanded them to wait on him again) and then he would give them 
'" his anfwer in writing, as it was no\v agreed upon. But· next morning the King told them, that 
" he had altered his mind: And fome of his friends, of whom the commi1lioners inquired, told 
'' them, that after they were gone, and even his council retired, fame of his bed-chamber never 
" left preffing and perfuading him till they prevailed on him to change his former refolutions.'' 
It is difficult, however, to conceive, that any treaty could have fuccee 'ed betwixt the King and 
parliament, while the latter infifted, as they all along did, on a total fubmiffion to all their demands, 
and challenged the whole power, which they intended to employ to the punifhment of all the King's 
f ·iends. 

raife 
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raife the fiege, the difpofition of the parliamentary 
1army was fo ftrong, as ren- Chap. vrr. 

dcred that de.Ggn impraCl:icable. Fi~lding, therefore, was contented to yield the 16+3· 

town, on condition, that he 01ould bring off all the garrifon with the honours of z7th April. 

war, and deliver up deferrers. This laft condition was thought fo ignominious 

and fa prejudicial to the King's intereft, that the governor was tried by a coun

cil of war, and condemned to lofe his life for confenting to it. I-f!s fcntence was 

afterwards re mined by the King *. 

EssEx's army had been fully fupplied with all neceffaries from London : 

Even many fuperfluities and luxuries were fent them by the care of the zealous 

citizens: Yet the hardfuips, which they fuffered from the fiege, during fo early 

a feafon, had weakened them to fuch a degree, that they were no longer fit for 

any new enterprize. And the two armies, for fome time, encamped in the 

neighbourhood of each other, without attempting, on either fide, any aCl:ion of 

n1oment. 

BESIDES the military operations between the principal armies, which lay in the 

centre of England; each county, each town, each family almoft, was divided 

within itfelf; and the moft violent convulfions fhook the whole kingdon. Through

out the winter, continual efforts had every where been made by each party to 

furmount its antagonift; and the Englifu, rouzed from the lethargy of peace, 

with eager, tho' unfkilful hands, employed againft their fellow citizens their 

long neglected weapons. The furious zeal for liberty and prefbyterian difci

pline, which had hitherto run uncontrouled thro' the nation, now at 1aft excited 

an equal ardour for monarchy and epifcopacy; when the intention of abolilhing 

thefe antient modes of government was openly avowed by the pariiament. Con

ventions for neutrality, tho', in feveral counties, they had been entered into .. 

and confirmed by the moft folemn oaths, yet being voted illegal by the two 

houfes, were immediately broke t; and the fire of difcord was fpread into every 

quarter. The altercation of difcourfe, the controverfies of the pen, but above 

all, the declamations of the pulpit, indifpofed the minds of men towards each 

other, and propagated the blind rage of party t. Fierce, however, and enflamed 

as were the difpofitions of the Englifh, by a war, both civil and religious, that 

great deftroyer of humanity ; all the events of this period are Jefs diftinguiilied 

by atrocious deeds, either of treachery or cruelty, than were ever any inteftine 

difcords, which had fa long a continuance. A circumftance, which will be found 

to imply great praife of the national character of that people, now fo unhappily 

rouzed to arms. 

• Rufi1w. vol. vi. p. z6;, &c. Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 237, 238, &c. t CiarendonJ vol. iii. 

p. 137, 139• t Dugdale, p. 95· 
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IN the north, the Lord Fairfax commanded for the parliament, the Earl of 
Newcafrle for the King. This laft Nobleman began thofe affociations, which 
were afterwards fo much praB:ifed in other parts of the kingdom. He united in 
a league for the King the counties of Northumberland, Cumberland, 'iVeftmore
land, and the Bifl1opric; and engaged, fome time after, other counties in the 
fame aifociation. Finding that Fairfax, affifted by Hotham and the garrifon of 
Hull, was making progrefs in the fouthern parts of Yorkihire; he advanced 
with a body of four thoufand men and took poffeffion of York. At Tadcafter, 
he at tacked the forces of the parliament and difiodged them : But his victory. 
was not decifive. In other rencounte1 s he obtained fame inconfiderable ad van
tages. But the chief benefit, which refulted from his enterprizes, was the efta
bliihing the King's authority in all the northern provinces. 

IN another part of the kingdom, the Lord Broke was killed by a fhot, while 
he was taking poffeffion of Litchfield for the parliament*· After a !harp combat, 
near Stafford, between the Earl of Northampton and Sir John Gell, the former, 
who commanded the King's forces, was killed while he fought with extreme 
valour; and his forces, difcouraged by his death, tho' they had obtained the ad
vantage in the aB:ion, retreated into the town of Stafford t. 

SIR William Wailer began to diftinguifh himfelf among the generals of the 
parliament. Active and indefatigable in his operations, rapid and enterprizing;. 
he was fitted by his genius to the nature of the war; which being managed by raw 
troops, conduB:ed by unexperienced cotnmanders, afforded fuccefs to every bold 
and fudden undertaking. After taking Winchefter and Chichefi:er, he advan
ced towards Glocefter, which was in a manner blockaded by Lord Herbert, who 
had levied confiderable forces in Wales for the royal party :f:_. While he attacked 
the Welch on one fide, a fally from Glocefter made impreffion on the other •. 
Herbert was defeated ; five hundred of his men killed on the fpot ; a thoufand 
taken prifoners ; and he himfelf efcaped with fome difficulty to Oxford. Here. 
ford, efteemed a ftrong town, defended by a confiderable garrifon, was furren
dered to Waller, from the cowardice of Colonel Price the governor. Teukef
bury underwent the fame fate. Worcefter refufed him admittance; and Waller, 
without placing any garrifons in his new conquefis, retired to Gloceft:er, and from 
thence he joined the army under. the Earl of Effex §. 

• He was taking a view from a window of St. Chaa's cathedral in Litchfield, where-a party of the 
royalifts had fortified themfelves. He was cafed in complete armour, but was fuot through the eye by a 
random ball. He was a zealous puritan ; and had formerly faid, that he hoped to fee with his eyes 
the ruin of all the cathedrals of England.. It was a fuperftitious remark of the royalifts, that he was 
killed on St. Chad's day, by a !hot from St. Chad's cathedral, which pierced that very eye by which 
he hoped to fee the ruin of all cathedrals. Dugdale, p. 1 1 8. Clarendon, &c •. 

t Whitlocke, P· 66. Rufhw. vol. vi. P· •s_z. Cl~rendon, vol. iii. P· rs I •. t Rufhw. vol. vi. 
P· 92, lOO~ s Ibid. P.· 263.• 
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BuT the moft memorable aCtions of valour, dm ing this winter-feafon, were per- Chap. VII. 

formed in the weft. When Sir Raloh Hopron, with his fmall troop, retired in- . 16~3· 
L 

Vtetones of 

to Cornwall before the E arl of Bedford, that Nobletnan, d <> fpifing fo incon fide r- the royalifrs 

able a force, abandoned the purfu it, and committed the tafk of fuppreffi ng the in the weft. 

royal party to the fheriffs of the county. B lt the affeCtions of Cornwall were much 

inclined to the King's fer vice. While Sir Richa,d Buller and Sir Alexander Carew 

lay at Launcefton, and employed themfelves in executing the pa rl iament's ordi

nance for the n1ilitia, a meeting of the couqty was aifembled at Truro ; and after 

Hopton produced his commiffion from the E arl of Hertford , the K ing's general, 

it was agreed to execute the laws and to expel thefe invaders of the coun ty. The 

trained bands were accordingly levied, Launcdl:on taken, and all Cornwall reduced 

to peace and to obedience under the King. 

IT had been ufual for the royal party on the commencement of -chefe diforders, 

to claim, on all occafions, the firitl: execution of the laws, which, they knew, 

were favourable to them ; and the parliament, rather than have recourfe to the 

plea of neceffity, and avow the tranfgreffion of any ftatute, had alfo been ac

<:uftomed to warp the laws, and by forced confiruttions to interpret them in their 

own favour*. But tho' the King was naturally the gainer by fuch a method of 

conducting war, and it was by favour of law, that the trained bands were raifed 

in Cornwall ; it appeared that thefe maxims were now prejudicial to the royal 

party. Thefe troops could not legally, without their own confent, be carried out 

of the county ; and, confequently, it was impofiible to pufu into Devon !hire the 

advantage, which they had obtained. The Cornifh royalifts, therefore, be

thought themfelves of levying a force, which n1ight be more ferviceable. Sir 

Bevil Granville, the mofr beloved man of that country, Sir Ralph I-Iopton, 

Sir Nicholas Slanning, Arundel and Trevannion, undertook, at their own 

charges, to raife an army for the King ; and their great interefl in Cornwall 

foon enabled them to effect their purpofe. The parliament, alarmed at this ap

pearance of the royalifts, gave a commiffion to Ruth ven, a Scotfman, governor 

of Plymouth, to n1arch with all the forces of Dorfer, Somerfet, and Devon, 

and make an intire conqueft of Cornwall. The Earl of Stamford followed him, 

at fome di ftance, with a confiderable fupply. R uthven having entered Cornwall 

by bridges th rown over tl e Tamar, haftened to an action ; left Stamford fhould 

join him and obtain the honour of that victory, which he looked for with affur

ance. The royalifts, in like manner, were impatient to bring the affair to a de· 

cifion, before Ruthven's army fhould receive fo confiderable a reinforcement. 

The battle was fought on Bradoc-down; and the King's forces, tho' inferior in 

number, gave a total defeat to their enemies. Ruthven with a few br9ken troops 

• Clarendon. vol. iii. p. J 30. 
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Chap. VII. fled to Saltafh; and when that town was taken, he efcaped, with fame difficulty,~ 
J.t">43· c 

and almofr alone, into Plymouth. Stam1ord retired, and diftributed his forces ; 
into Plymouth and Exeter. 

NoTWITHSTANDING thefe advantages, the extreme want both of money and 
ammunition, under which the Cornilli rqyalifts laboured, obliged them to enter 
into a convention of neutrality with the parliamentary party in Devonlhire ; and'" 
this neutrality held all the winter feafon. In the fpring it was broken by the au
thority of the two houfes; and war recommenced with great appearance of dif
advantage to the King's party. Scamford, having alfembled a fl:rong body of 
near feven thoufand men, well fupplied with money, provifions, and ammuni
tion, advanced upon the royalifts, who were not half his number, and were op-

~~~~~on~f pre.ffed by every kind of neceffity. Defpair, joined to the natural galJantry 
of thefe troops, commanded by the prime gentry of the county, made them. 

16th of May. refolve, by one vigorous effort, to overcome all thefe difadvantages. Stamford 
being encamped on the top of a high hill near Stratton, they attacked him in 
four divifions, at five in the morning, having lain all night under arms. One 
divifion was commanded by Lord Mohun and Sir Ralph Hopton, another by 
Sir Bevil Granville and Sir John Berkeley, a third by Slanning and Trevannion, 
a fourth by Baffet and Godo1phin. In this manner the action begun; the King's 
forces preffing with the utmoft vigour thofe four ways up the hill, and their ene• 
mies as obftinately defending themfelves. The fight continued with very doubt
ful fuccefs, till word was brought to the chief officers of the Cornilb, that their 
ammunition was fpent to lefs than four barrels of powder. This defect:, which 
they concealed from the foldiers, they refolved to fupply by their valour. They 
agreed to advance, without firing, till they fhou1d reach the top of the hill, and 
could be on equal ground with the enemy. The courage of the officers was fo 
well feconded by the foldiers, that the royalifrs began, on all fides, to gain 
grollnd. Major-general Chidley, who commanded the parliament-army, (for 
Stamford kept at a diftance) failed not in his duty ; and when he faw his men 
recoil, himfelf advanced with a good ftand of pikes, and piercing into the thick
eft of the enemy, was at ]aft overpowered with numbers and taken prifoner. His 
army, upon this difafter, gave ground apace; infomuch that the four parties of 
the roya1ifts, growing nearer and nearer as they afcended, at laft all met together 
upon the plain at the top; where they embraced with great joy, and fignalized 
their viCtory with loud fhouts and mutual congratulations *. 

AFTER this fuccefs, the attention of both King and parliament was turned to
wards the weft, as to a very important fcene of aCtion. The King fent the Mar
quefs of Hertford and Prince Maurice, with a reinforcement of cavalry ; who hnving 

• Ru!hw. vol. vi. p. 267, 273. Clarendon, vol. iii. p. z69, 270. 
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joined the Cornifh army, foon over-ran the county of Devon ; and advancing into Chap. VII. 

that of Somerfet, began to reduce it to obedience. On the other hand, the 16+3· 
parliament having fupplied Sir William Waller, in whom they much trufred, with 
a complete army, difpatched him wefrwards, in order to check the progrefs of the 
royal ills. After fome fkirmifhes the two armies mec at Lanfdown, near Bath, Battle of 

and fought a pitched battle, with great lofs on both fides, but without any deci- Landfdmvn. 

five event*· The gallant Granville was there killed; and Hopton, by the blow· 5th of July. 

ing up of fome powder, was dangerouOy hurt. The royalifts next attempted to 
march eaftwards and to join their forces to the King's at Oxford : But vV aller 
hung on their rear, and infefted their march till they reached the Devizes. Re-
inforced by additional troops, which flocked to him from all quarters ; he fo 
much furpalfed the royalifts in number, that they durft no longer continue their 
march or expofe themfelves to the hazard of an action. It was refolved that 
Hertford and Prince Maurice fhould proceed with the cavalry; and having 
procured a reinforcen1ent from the King 1hould haften back to the relief of their 
friends in the Devizes. vV all er was fo confident of taking this body of infantry, 
now abandoned by their friends, that he wrote to the parliament, that their 
work was done, and that, by the next poft, he would inform them of the num-
ber and quality of the prifoners. But the King, even before Hertford's arri-· 
val hearing of the great difficulties to which his weftern army was reduced, 
had prepared a confiderable body of horfe, which he immediately difpatched 
under the command of Lord Wilmot. Wailer drew up on Roundway-down, B 1 f • att eo 
about two miles from the Devizes; and advancmg with his horfe to fight Wil- Roundway-

mot and prevent his conjunCtion with the Cornifh infantry, was received with down. 

equal valour by the royalifts. After a fharp aCtion he was totally routed, and 
flying with a few horfe, efcaped to Briftol. Wilmot ~eizing the enetnies cannon, 13 th of July •. 

and having joined his friends, whom he came to relteve, attacked Wall er's in-
fantry with redoubled courage, drove them off the field, and routed and difperfed 

the whole army t. 
THIS important victory, following fo quick after many other fuccelfes, flruck 

great difmay into the parliament, and gave an alarm to their principal army, 
commanded by Effex. Wailer exclaimed loudly againft that general for allow
ing Wilmot to pafs him, and proceed without any interruption to the fuccour 
of the diftreiled infantry at the Devizes. But Elfex, finding that his army fell 
continually to decay after the fiege of Reading, was refolved to remain upon the 
defenfive ; and the weaknefs of the King, and the want of all military ftores, 
had alfo reftrained the activity of the royal army. No action had happened in 
that part of England, except one :fkirmifh, whicl1, of itfelf, was of no great 

• Ruihw. vol. vi. p. 284. Clarendon. vol. iii. p. 282. 
rendon, vol. iii. p. 291. 
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Chap. VII. confequence, and was rendered memorable by the death alone of the famous 
1643 

• Hambden. 
CoLONEL Urrey, a Scotfman, who ferved in the parliament's army, having 

received fome difguft, came to Oxford, and offered his fervice to the King. In 
order to prove the fincerity of his converfion, he informed Prince N.upert of the 
loofe difpofition of the enemies quarters, and exhorted him to forn1 fome at
tempt upon them. The Prince, who was intirely fitted for that kind of fervice~ 
falling fuddenly upon the difperfed bodies of Effex's army, routed two regiments 
of cavalry and one of infantry, and carried his ravages within two miles of the 
general's quarters. The alarn1 being given, every one mounted on horfeback, in 

order to purfue the Prince, to recover the prifoners, and to repair the difgrace:. 

which the army had fufl:ained. Among the reft, Hambden, who had a regiment 
of infantry, that lay at a difl:ance, joined the horfe as a volunteer ; and over
taking the royalifts on Chalgrave field, entered into the thickeft of the battle. 
By the bravery and activity of Rupert, the King's troops were brought off, and 
a great booty, together with two hundred prifoners, was conveyed to Oxford. 

But what mofl: pleafed the royalifts was the expectation, that fome dif~dl:er had hap
pened to Hambden, their capital and much dreaded enemy. One of the pri
foners taken in the aCtion, faid, that he was confident Mr. Hambden was hurt: 

For he faw him, contrary to his ufual cuftom, ride off the field, before the 
action ·was finilhed; his head hanging down, and his hands leaning upon his 
horfe's neck. Next day, the news arrived, that he was £hot in the fuoulder with 

Death of a brace of bullets, and the bone broke. Some days after, he died, in exquifite 
Hambden. pain, of his wound; nor could his whole party, had their army met with a total 

overthrow, have been caft into greater confternation. The King himfelf fo highly 

valued him, that, either . from generofity or policy, he intended to have fent him 

his own furgeon to affift at his cure*. 

MANY were the virtues and talents of this eminent perfonage; and his valour, 
during the war, had !hone out with a luftre, equal to that of all the other ac- . 

complifhments~ by which he had ever been fo much diftinguifhed. Affability in 
converfJtion; temper, art, and eloquence in debate ; penetration and difcern
ment in council ; iQduftry, vigilance, and enterprize in aB: ion ; all thefe praifes, 
are unanimoufiy afcribed to him by hiftorians of the moft oppofite parties. His 
virtue too and integrity, in all the duties of private life, are allowed to have been 
beyond exception : We muft only be cautious, notwithftanding his generous zeal 

for liberty, not haftily to afcribe to him the praifes of a good citizen. Thro' all 
the horrors of civil war, he fought the abolition of monarchy and fubverfion of 
the conftitution; an end, which, had it been attainable by peaceful meafures, 

~ Warwick's Memoirs, p. 241. Clarendon, vol. ii. p. 264. 
· ought 
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ougbt carefully to have been avoided, by every lover of his country. But whe

ther, in the purfuit of this violent enterprize, he was actuated by private ambi

tion, or by honeft prejudices, derived from .former abufes of royal authority, it be

longs not to an hiftorian of this age, fcarce even to an intimate friend, pofi

tively to determine *. 
EssEX, difcouraged by this event, difmayed by the total rout of Wall er, was 

farther informed, that the ~een, who had landed in Burlington bay, had arrived 

at Oxford, and had brought from the north a reinforcement of three thoufand 

foot and fifteen hundred horfe. Difiodging from Thame and Ay le!bury, where he 

had hitherto lain, he thought proper to retreat nearer London, and he fuowed to his 

friends his broken and difheartened forces, which a few months before, he had 

led into the field in fo flourilhing a condition. The King, freed from this 

enemy, fent his army weftward under Prince Rupert; and by their conjunction 

with the Cornifh troops, a very formidable force, for numbers, as well as reputation 

and valour, was compofed. That an enterprize, correfpondent to mens expecta

tions, might be undertaken, the Prince refolved to lay fiege to Briftol, the fecond 

town for riches and greatnefs in the kingdom. N athaniel Fiennes, fon to Lord 

• The author is fenfible, that much blame may be thrown upon him, on account of this lall. 

claufe in Mr. Hambden's charaCter; as if he was willing to entertain a fufpicion of bad intentions, 

where the aCtions were praife-worthy. But the author's meaning is direCtly contrary: He efieems the 

laft aCtions of Mr. Hambden's life to have been very blameable; tho', as they were derived from good 

motives, only puthed to an extreme, there is room left to believe, that the intentions of that patriot, as 

well as of many of his party, were extremely laudable. Had the preceding adminiftration of the King, 

which we are apt to call arbitrary, proceeded from ambition, and an unjufi deiign of encroaching on 

the ancient liberties of the people, there would have been lefs reafon for giving him any truft, or leaving 

in his hands a confiderable ihare of that power, which he had fo much abufed. But if his conduCl: 

was derived, in a great meafure, from neceffity, and from a natural defire of defending that prero

Eative, which was tranfmitted to him from his anceftors, and which the parliament was vifibly en

croaching on; there is no reafon, why he may not be efieemed a very virtuous prince, and entirely wor

thy of truft from hi3 people. The attempt, therefore, of totally annihilating monarchical power was 

a very blameable extreme; efpecially, as it was attended with the danger, to fay the leaft, of a civil 

war, which, befides the numberlefs ills attending it, expofed liberty to much greater perils, than it 

could have incurred under the now limited authority of the King. But as thefe points could not be 

fuppofed fo clear during the time as they are, or may be, at prefent ; there are great reafons of a11e

viation for men, who were heated by the controverfy, and engaged in the aCtion. And it is remark

able, that even at prefent (fuch is the force of party prejudices) there are few people, who have cool

nefs enough to fee thefe matters in a proper light, or are convinced that the parliament could pru

dently have fto~ped in their pretenfions. They ftill plead the violations of liberty attempted by the 

King after granting the petition of right; without confidering the extreme harih treatment, which he 

met with, after making that great conceffion, and the impoffibility of fupporting the government by 

the revenue then fettled on the crown. The worft of it is, that there was a great tang of enthuiiafm 

in the conduCt of the parliamentary leaders, which, tho' it might render their conduCt fincere, will 

not much enhance their charaCler with poft~rity. And tho' Hambden was, perhaps, lefs infeCted 

with this fpirit, than many of his alfociates, he appears not to have been altogether free from it. 

Y y 2 Say, 
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Say, himfelf, as well as his father, a great parliamentary leader, was governor, 
and commanded a garrifon of two thouf1nd five hundred foot, and two regiments, 
one of horfe, another of dragoons. The fortifications not being compleat or re
gular, it was refolved by Prince Rupert 10 ftorm the city; and next morning, with 
little other provifions, fuitable to fuch ' work, befides the courage of the troops, 
the affault began. The Cornifh in three divifions, attacked the weft fide, with a 
refolution, which nothing but death cotJld controul: But tho' the middle divifion 
had already mounted the wall, fo great was the difadvantage of the ground, and 
fo brave the defence of the garrifon, th't in the end the aifailants were repulfed, 
with a confiderable lofs both of officers and foldiers. On the Prince's fide, the 
aff'ault was conducted with equal coura6e, and almoft with equal Jofs, but with 
better fuccefs. One party, led by lord Grandifon, was beat off, and the com
mander himfelf mortally wounded : Another, conducted by Colonel Bellafis, met 
with a like ' fate: ·But Wafhington with a lefs party, finding a place in the cur
tain weaker than the reft, broke in, and quickly made room for the horfe 
to follow. By this irruption however, nothing but the fuburbs was yet gained: 
The entrance into the town was ftil l more difficult : And by the lofs already 
fuftained, as well as by the profpect of farther danger, every one was extremely 
difcouraged; when, to the great joy of the whole army, the city beat a parley. 
The garrifon were allowed to march <JUt with their arms and baggage, leaving 
their cannon, ammunition and colours. For this inftance of cowardice, Fiennes 
was afterwards tried by a court- martial, and condemned to lofe his head ; but 
the fentence was remitted by the general*. 

GREAT complaints were made of riolences, exercifed on the garrifon, con
trary to the capitulation. An apology was made, by the royaUfts, as if thefe 
were a retaliation for fome vio1ences, committed on their friends at the furrender 
of Reading. And under pretence of lil\e retaliations, but really from the extreme 
animofity of the partie~, were fuch irregularities continued during the wholet 
courfe of the war t. 

THE lofs, fuftained by the royalifts in the affault of BriftoJ, was confiderable. 
Five hundred excellent foldiers perifhed. Among thofe of condition were Gran
difon, Slanning, Trevannion, and Moyle: Bellafis, Afhley, and Sir John Owen, 
were wounded : Yet was the fuccefs, upon the whole, fo confiderable as mightily 
elated the courage of the one party, and depreffed that of the other. The King, to 
thow that he was not intoxicated with good fortune, nor afpired to a total victory 
over the parliament, publifhed a manifeft(), in which he renewed the proteftation for
merly taken, with great folemnity, at tre head of his army, and expreffed his firm 
intention of making peace upon the re-eftablifhment of the conftitution. Hav-

• Ru!hw~ vol. vi. p. z84. Ciarendon, vol. iii. p, 293, 294, &c. 
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ing joined the camp at Brif.l:ol, and fent Prince Maurice with a detachment in- Chap. VIT. 

to Devonihire, he deliberated how to enploy the remaining forces, in an en- 1643· 

terprize of importance. Some propofed, and feemingly with great reafon, to 

march directly to London; where every t1ing was in great confufion, where the 

army of the parliament was baffied, we2kened and difmayed, and where it was 

hoped, either by an infurreCtion, by vietcry, or by treaty, a fpeedy end might be 

put to the civil diforders : But this unde:taking, by reafon of the great number 

and force of the London militia, was thought by many to be attended with con-

fiderable difficulties. Glocefl:er, lying within twenty miles, prefented an eafier, 

and yet a very important conqueft. It vas the only remaining garrifon poffeffed 

by the parliament in thofe parts. Could that city be reduced, the King held the 

whole courfe of the Severn under his comnand ; the rich and malecontent counties 

of the weft, having loft all protection fron their friends, might be enforced to pay 

high contributions, as an atonement for treir difaffeetion ; an open communication 

could be preferved between Wales and thefe new conquefts ; and half of the king-

' dom, being entirely freed from the enemy, and thus united into one firm body, 

might be employed in re-eftablifhing the King's authority throughout the remainder. 

Thefe were the reafons for embracing that refolution; fata1, as it was ever efteemed, 

to the royal party *. 
THE governor of Glocefl:er was one \1affey, a foldier of fortune, who before Siege ofGio .. 

he engaged with the parliament, had offered his fervice to the King ; and as he was cefier. 

free fronl the fumes of enthufiafm, by which moft of the officers on that fide 

were intoxicated, he would lend an ear, it was prefumed, to propofals for ac

commodation. But Maffey was refoltte to preferve an intire fidelity to his 

mafters; and tho' no enthufiaft himfelf, he well knew how to employ to advantage 

that enthufiaftic fpirit, fo prevalent in his city and garrifon. The fummons to 

furrender allowed two hours for an anfNer: But before that time expired, there Ioth of Aug. 

appeared before the King two citizens, ~ith lean, pale, fharp, and difmal vifages: 

Faces, fo ftrange and uncouth, accordir1g to Lord Clarendon ; figures, fo habit

ed and accoutered; as at once moved de moft fevere countenances to mirth, and 

the m oil: cheerful hearts to fadnefs: It feemed impoffible, that fuch ambaffadors 

could bring Jefs than a defiance. Th~ men, without any circumfl:ance of duty 

or goocf manners, in a pert, fhrill, un:lifn1ayed accent, faid, that they brought 

an anfwer from the godly city of Gloc fter: and extremely ready were they, ac

cording to the hiftorian, to give infol~nt and feditious replies to any qucftions i 

as if their bufinefs were chiefly, by proroking the King, to make him violate his 

own fafe conduct. The anfwer from th~ city was in thefe words. " We the in

~' habitants, magiftrates, officers and foldiers, within the garrifon of- Glocefier, 

! Whitlocke, p. 69. May, book iii. p. 91. 
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'' unto his Majefty's gracious n1effage, return this humble anfwer: T hat we do 
" keep this city, according to our oaths and allegiance, to and for the ufe of his 
'~ Majefty and his royal pofterity: And do accordingly conceive ourfelves wholly 
" bound to obey the commands of his Majefty fignified by both houfes of par-. 
" liament: And are refolved by God's help to keep this city accordingly*.'' 
After thefe preliminaries, the liege was refolutely undertaken by the army, and 
as refolutely fuftained by the citizens and garrifon. 

WHEN intelligence of the fiege of Glocefl:er arrived in London, the confl:er
nation, among the inhabitants, was as great, as if the enemy were already at 
their gates. The rapid progrefs of the royalifts threatened the parliament with im
mediate fubjection: The factions and difcontents, among themfelves, in the city, 
and throughout the neighbouring counties, prognofticated fome dangerous divifion 
or infurrection. rfhofe parliamentary leaders, it muft be owned, who had intro
duced fuch mighty innovations into the Engli!h conftitution, and who had project
ed fo much greater, had not engaged in an enterprize, which exceeded their cou
rage and capacity. Great vigour, from the beginning, as well as wifdom, they 
had difplayed in all their councils; and a furious headftrong body, broke loofe 
from the refl:raint of law, had hitherto been retained in fubjetl:ion under their au
thority, and firmly united by zeal and paffion, as by the moft -legal and eftabli.fh
ed government. A fmall committee, on whom the two houfes devolved their 
power, had direCl:ed all their councils, and had preferved a fecrecy in deliberation,' 
and a promptitude in executi0n, beyond what the King, notwithftanding the ad
vantages poffeffed by a fingle leader, had ever been able to attain. Senfible that 
no jealoufy was by their partizans entertained againft them, they had on all oc
cafions, exerted an authority much more defpotic, than the royalifts, even during 
the preffing exigencies of war, could with patience endure in their fovereign. 
Whoever incurred their difpleafure, or was expofed to their fufpicion, was com
mitted to prifon, and profecuted under the notion of delinquency : After all the 
old jails were full, many new ones were erected ; and even the fhips were crowd
ed with the royalifts, both gentry and clergy, who languifhed below decks, and 
perifhed in thofe unhealthy confinements: 1 hey impofed taxes, the heavieft, and 
of the moft unufual nature, by an ordinance of the two houfes: They voted a 
commiffion for fequeftration ; and they feized, where-ever they had power, the 
revenues of all the King's party t : and knowing that themfelves and all their 
minifters, were, by refifl:ing the prince, expofed to the penalties of law, they 
refolved, with a fevere adminiftration, to overcome thefe terrors, and retain the 

• Ruihw. vol. vi. p. 287. Clarcndo:1, vol. iii. p. 3 r )· May, book iii. p. 96. 

t The King afterwards copied from thi~ example; but as the far greateft part of the nobility and 
landed gentry were his f1 iends, he reaped much lefs profit from this meafure. 
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people in obedience, by penalties of a more immediate execution. In the be- Chap. vn. 

ginning of this fummer, a combination, formed againft them in London, had 1643· 

obliged them to exert the plenitude of their authority. 

EoMuND W ALLER, the firit refiner of Englith verfification, was a member 

of the lower houfe; a man of conbderable fortune, and not more diftino uifhed 
b 

by his poetical genius, than by his parliamentary talents, and by the politenefs 

and elegance of his manners. As full of keen fatyr and inveCtive in his elo

quence, as of tendernefs and panegyric in his poetry, he caught the attention of 

his hearers, and exerted the utnj )ft boldnefs in blaming thofe violent councils, 

by \l hich the commons were gove-rned. Finding al oppofition within doors to 

be frllitlefs, he en 1eavoured to form a party without, which might oblige the 

parliJment to accept of reafonable conditions, and reftore peace to the nation. 

The charms of his converfation, joined to his character of courage and integrity, 

had procured him the intire confidence of Northun1berland, Conway, and every 

eminent perfon of either fex who refided in London. They opened their breafts 

to him Without referve, and expreffed their difapprobation of the furious meafures, 

purfued by the commons, and their willies, that fome expedient could be found 

for ftopping fo impetuous a career. Tomkins, Wailer's brother-in-law, and 

Chaloner, the intimate friend of Tomkins, had entertained like fentiments; and 

as the connexions of thefe two gentlemen lay chiefly in the city, they informed 

Wailer that the fame abhorrence of war prevailed there, among all men of rea

fon and moderation. Upon reflection, it feemed not impracticable, that a com . 

bination might be framed between the lords and citizens ; and by mutual con

cert, the illegal taxes be refufed, which the parliament, without the royal affent, 

impofed on the people. V'v hi le this affair was in agitation, and lifts were forming 

of fuch as they conceived to be well affeCted to their defign ; a fervant of Tom

kins, who had overheard their difcourfe, immediately carried the intelligence to 

Pym. Wall er, Tomkins, and Chaloner were feized, and tried by a court

martial*. They were all three condemned, and the two latter executed on gibbets~ 

erected before their own doors. A covenant, as a teft, was taken t by the lords 

and comtnons, and impofed on their army, and on all who lived within their 

quarters. Befides refolving to amend and reform their lives, the covenanters vow, 

that they never will lay down their arms, fo long as the papifts, now in open wa 

againfl: the parliament, !hall, by force of arms, be protected againft juftice ; they 

exprefs their abhorrence of the late confpiracy; and they promife to affift to the ut

moft the forces, raifed by both houfes, againft the forces levied by the King :f:. 
WALL ER, fo foon as imprifoned, fenfible of the great danger, into which he 

was fallen, was fo feized with the dread of death, that all his former fpirit de-

'* Rufhw. vol. vi. p. 326. Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 249, 250, &c. 
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Chap. VH. ferted him; and he confeffed whatever he knew, without fparing his mofl: inti- , 
1 6

43· mate frien.ds, wit-hout regard to the confidence repofed in him, without difiin
guifhing between the negligence of familiar converfation and the fchemes of a 
regular confpiracy. With the moft profound diffimulation, he counterfeited fuch 
rernorfe of confcience, that his execution was put off, out of mere chriftian-com
paffion, till he might recover the ufe of his underfianding. He invited vifits fron1 
the ruling clergy o( all fects ; and while he expre!fed his own penitence, he re
ceived their devout exhortations with humility and reverence, as conveying clearer 
conviction and information, than in his life he had ever before attained. Pre
fents too, of which, as well as of flattery, thefe holy men were not infenfible, 
were diftributed among them ; as a fmall retribution for their prayers and ghoftJy 
counfeL And by all thefe artifices, more than fron1 any regard to the beauty of 
l1is genius, of v·!lich, during that time of furious cant and faction, fmall account 
would be made, he prevailed fo far as to have his life fpared, and a fine of ten 
thoufand pounds accepted in lieu of it •. 

THE feverity, exercifed againft the confpiracy or rather project of Wall er, 
increafed the authority of the parliament, and feemed to enfure them againfl: 
like attempts for the future. But, by the progrefs of the King's arms, the de
feat of Sir William Wailer, the taking of BriftoJ, the liege of Glocefter, a cry 
for peace was renewed, and with more violence than ever. Crowds of women, 
with a petition for that purpofe, flocked about the houfe, and were fo clamorous 
and importunate, that orders were given for difperfing them ; and fame of the 
females were killed in the fray t. Bedford, Holland, and Con way, had deferted 
the parliament, and had gone to Oxford; Clare and Lovelace had followed them :1:· 
Northumberland had retired to his country feat : Effex himfelf fhowed extreme 
diffatisfaCl:ion, and exhorted the parliament to make peace §. The upper houfe 
fent down terms of accommodation more moderate than had hitherto been in
fifted on. It even paffed by a majority among the commons, that thefe propo
fals lhould be tranfmitted to the King. The zealots took the alarm. A petition 
againft peace was framed in the city and prefented by Pennington, the faCtious 
n1ayor. Multitudes attended him, and renewed all the former menaces againft 
the moderate party 11. The pulpits thundered, and rumours were fpread of twen
ty thoufand Irifh, who had landed, and were to cut the throats of every pro
teftant ~. The majority was again turned to the other fide; and all thoughts of 
pacification being laid afide, every preparation was made for refi!lance, and for 
the immediate relief of Glocefter, on which, the parliament were fenfible, all 
their hopes of fuccefs in the war did fo much depend. 

• Whitlocke, p. 66. Ruihw. vol. vi. p. 330. Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 253, 2)4-, &c. 
t Rufhw. vol. vi. p. 357• t Whitlocke, p. 67. § Rufh.w. vol. vi. p. 290. 
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MASSEY, refolute to make a vigorous defence, and, having under his corn- Chap. VII. 

m and a city and garrifon, ambitious of the crown of martyrdom, had hitherto 161 3· 

maintained the fiege with courage and capacity, and had much retarded all the 
a<.lvances of the King's army. By continual fallies, h_ infefted them in their 
trenches, and gainea fudden advantages over them; by difputing every inch of 
ground, he repre.ffed the vigour and alacrity of their coura0 e, lated by former 
fucce1Tes. F-Iis garrifon, however, was reduced to the Iaft extremity; and he fail-
ed not, from time to time, to inform the parliament, that, unlefs fpeedily reliev-
ed, he fhould be neceffitated, fron1 the extreme want of provifions and amn.u-
nition, to open his gates to the enen1y. 

THE parliament, in order to repair their broken condition, and put them~ 1 ves 
in a pofture of defence, now exerted to the utmoft their power and authority. 
They voted that an army, !hould be levied under Sir \Villiam Wall er, whom, 
notwithftanding his n1isfortunes, they loaded with extraordinary careffes. I-Ia -
ing affociated in their caufet the counties of Hertford, Effex, Cambridge, Nor
folk, Suffolk, Lincoln, Huntington, they gave the Earl of Manchefter a con1~ 

mtffion to be general of the- airociation, and appointed an army to be levied 
under his command. But above all, they were intent that Effex's army, on 
which their whole fortune depended, {hould be put in a condition of marching 
ag~infl: the King. . They afrefh excited their preachers to furious declamatiOns 
again£1: the royal caufe : They even employed the expedient of preffing, tho' abo
hfhed by a late law, for which they had ftrenuoufiy cont nded *. 1\:nd th y en
gaged the city to fend four regiments of its militia to the relief of Glocefler. A.ll 
fhops, in the mean while, they ordered to be fuut; and every man expected, with 
the utn1oft anxiety, the event of that important enterprize t. 

EssEx, carrying with him a well appointed army of 14000 men, took tbe road 
of Bedford and Leicefter; a·nd, tho' inferior ii1 cavalry, yet, by the mere force 
of conduCt and difcipline, he paffed over thofe open champaigne cotmtries, and 
defended himfelf from the enen1ies' horfe, who had advanced to meet him, and 
who. infeG.ed him during his whole march. As he approached to Glocefter, the h fS 

. . r c st 0 cpt. 
'King was obltged to ralle the fiege, and open the way 10r Elfex to enter into 
that city. The neceffities of the garrifon were extreme. One barrel of powder 
was their whole ftock of ammunition remaining; ana their other provifions were 
in the fame proportion. Eifex. had brought with him military ftores; and the 
neighbouring country abundantly fupplied him with vich als of every kind. The 
inhabitants had cuefully concealed all provifiolis from the King's army, and pre-
tending to be quite ex ha fted, haa re;tr.'ed their ftores fo ·that caufc which they 

fo much L voured t· 
• Rulhw. vol. vi. p. ·29 1. 
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i· Id. ibid. 
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THE chief difficulty ftill remained. Effex dreaded a battle with the King~s . 

army, on account of their great fuperiority of horfe ; and he refolved to return. 
if poffible, without running that hazard. He lay five days at Teukefbury, which 
was his firft flage after leaving Glocefter; and he feigned, by fome preparations, 
to point towards Worcefter. By a forced march, during the night, he reached 
Cirencefter, and obtained the double advantage, of paffing unmolefted an open 
country, and of furprizing a convoy of provifions, which lay in that town*. 
Without delay, he proceeded towards London; but when he reached Newbury~ 
he was furprized to find that the King, by hafty marches, had arrived before 
him, and was already poifeffed of that place. 

AN action was now unavoidable ; and Effex prepared for it with prefence of 
mind, and not without military conduct. On both fides the battle was fought 
with defperate valour and a fteady bravery. Effex's horfe were feveral times 
broke by the King's, but his infantry maintained themfelves in firm array; and 
befides giving a continued fire, they prefented an invincible rampart of pikes 
againft the furious irnpulfe of Prince Rupert, and thofe gallant troops of gentry. 
of which the royal cavalry was chiefly compofed. The London militia efpecially, 
tho' utterly unacquainted with action, tho~ drawn but a few days before from 
their ordinary occupations, yet having exactly learned all military exercifes, and 
being animated with unconquerab]e zeal for the caufe, in which they were enga
ged, equalled, on this occafion, what could be expected from the moft veteran 
forces. While the armies were engaged with the utmoft ardour, night put an end 
to the action, and left the event undecid(!d. Next morning, Effex proceeded on 
his march; and tho' his rear was once put into fome diforder by an incurfion of 
the King's horfe, he reached London in fafety, and received deferved applaufe 
for his conduct and fuccefs in the whole enterprize. The King followed him on 
~is march, and having taken poffeffion of Reading, after the Earl left it, he there· 
efiab:ifhed a garrifon ; and ftraitened, by that means, London and the quarters . 

of the enemy t. 
IN the battle of Newbury, on the part of the King, befides the Earls of Sun

derland and Carnarvon, two Noblemen of promifing hopes; was unfortunately 
flain, to the great regret of every lover of ingenuity and virtue throughout die 
kingdom, Lucius Cary, ·Lord Vifcount Falkland, fecretary of flate. Before 
affembling the prefent parliament, this man, devoted to the purfuits of ]earn
ing, and to the fociety of all the polite and elegant, had enjoyed himfelf in every 
pleafure, which a fine genius, a generous difpofition, and an opulent fortune 
could afford. Called into public life, he ftood foremoft in all ~ttacks on the 
exorbitant prerogative of the crown ; and difplayed that n1afculine eloquence:. 

• Rufhw. vol. vi. p. 292. t Rufuw •. vol. vi. p. 293· Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 347· 
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and undaunted love of liberty, which from his intimate acquaintance with the Chap. vu. 
fublime fpirits of antiquity, he had greedily imbibed. When civil convulfions 1643· 

proceeded to extremity, and it became requifite for him to choofe his fide; he 
tempered the ardour of his zeal, and embraced the defence of thofe limited 
powers, which remained to monarchy, and which he deemed ·neceffary for the 
fupport of the Englifh conftitution. Still anxious, however, for his country, 
he feems to have dreaded the too profperous fuccefs of his own party as much 
as of the enemy ; and, among his intimate friends, often after a deep filence, 
and frequent fighs, he would, with a fad accent, re·iterate the word, Peace. 
In excufe for the too free expofing of his perfon, which feemed unfuitable in 
fecretary of ftate, he alleged, that it became him to be more active than other 
men in all hazardous enterprizes, left his impatience for peace might be .1 r the 
imputation of cowardice or pufillanimity. From the commencement of the war 
his natural chearfulnefs and vivacity became clouded ; and even his ufual attention 
to drefs, required by his birth and ftation, gave way to a negligence, which 
was eafily obfervable. On the n1orning of the battle, in which he fell, he !lad 
fuown fome care for the adorning his perfon ; and gave for a reafon, that the 
enemy fhould not find his body in any flovenly, indecent fituation. '' I atn 
" weary," fubjoined he, " of the times, and forefee much mifery to my country; 
" but believe, that I fhall be out of it ere night ~. '' This excellent perfon was 
but thirty-four years of age, when a period was put to his life. 

THE lofs fuftained on both fides, in the battle of Newbury, and the advanced 
feafon, obliged the armies to retire into winter quarters. 

IN the north, during this fummer, the great interefl: and popularity of the Actions in the 

Earl, now created Marquefs of N ewcaftle, had raifed a very confiderable force north. 

for the King; and great hopes of fuccefs were entertained from that quarter. 
There appeared, however, in oppofition to him, two men, on whom the event 
of the war finally depended, and who began, about this time, to be remarked 
for their valour and military conduct. Thefe were Sir Thomas Fairfax, fon to 
the lord of that name, and Oliver Cromwell. The former gained a confiderable 
advantage at W akefield t over a decachment of royalifts, and took General Goring 
prifoner : The latter obtained a victory at Gainfuorow t over a party commanded 
by the gallant Cavendifh, who perifhed in the aCtion. But both thefe defeats of 
the royalifi:s were more than fufficiently compenfated by the total rout of Lord 
Fairfax ~t Atherton moor §, and the difperfion of his whole army. After this 
victory, Newcaftle, with an army of I sooo men, fat down before Hull. Ho
t ham was no longer governor of this place. That gentleman and his fon, 

* \Vhitlocke, p. 70. 
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partly fi·om a }ealoufy of Lord Fairfax, partly repenting of ~h i~ engagemen .. s 
againfl: the King, had entered into a correfpondence with Newcafile, and had 
expreffcd an intention of delivering Hull into his hands. But thtir confpiracy 
being difcovered, they were arrefted and fent prifoners to London ; where, with
out any regard to their former fervices, they fell, both of them, victims to the 
fe veri ty of the parliament*. 

NEWCASTLE having carried on the attack of I-Iull for fome time, was beat 
off by a fally of the garrifon t, and fuffered fo much, that he thought proper to 

r .:~ ife the fiege. About the fame time, Manchefter, who advanced from the eaftern 

aifociated counties, having joined Cromwell and young Fairfax, obtained a con
fiderable viCtory over the royalifls at Horn-Cafile ; where the two officers laft 
n1entioned gained great renown for their conduCt and gallantry. And tho' 
fortune had thus balanced her favours, the King's party ftill remained much fu
perior in t hofe parts of England ; and had it not been for the garrifon of Hull, 
which kept Yorkthire in awe, a conjuntlion of the northern forces, with the 
army in the fouth, might ha\·e been n1ade, and had probably enabled the King 
inftead of entering on the unfortunate, perhaps imprudent, ef)terprize of Glocefter, 
to march direCtly to London, and put an end to the war+· 

WHILE the military enterprizes were carried on with vigour in England, and 
the event became every day more doubtful, both parties caf1: their eyes towards 
the neighbouring kingdoms, and fought affiftance for the finiiliing that enter
prize, in which their own forces experienced ft.1ch furious oppofition. The 
parliament had recourfe to Scotland; the King, to Ireland. 

WHEN the Scots covenanters obtained that end for which they fo earneftJy con-· 
tended, the eftablifhment of preibyterian difcipline in their own country, they 
were not fatisfied, out indulged ftill an ardent paffion of propagating, by all 
n1ethods, that mode of religion in the neighbouring kingdoms. Having flattered 
themfe1ves, in the fervor of their zeal, that, by fupernatural affiftances, they 
would be enabled to carry their triumphant covenant to the gates of Rome itfelf, 
it behaved them firft to render it prevalent in England, which already lhowed 
fo great a difpofition to receive it. Even in the articles of pacification, they 
expreffed a defire of uniformity in worlhip witn England ; and the King em
ploying general expreffions; had approved of th's inclination, as pious and lauda
ble. No fooner was there any appearance of a rupture, than the Englifh parlia
ment; in order to allure that nation into a clofe confederacy, openly declared . 
their wifhes of ecclefiaftical reformation, and of imitating the example of their 
northern brethren §. When war was actually commenced, the fame artifices were 

• Rufhw. vol. vi. p. 275. t IzthofCctober. 
§ Rufhw. v?l• vi. p. 390. Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 68. 

2 

t Warwick~ p. z6x. Walker, p. 278. 

ufed. 
' 



CfiARLES I. 

ufcd; and the Scots beheld, with the utmoft impatience, a fcene of actbn Chap. VIT. 

of which they could not deem themfelves indifferent fpeCt:ators. Should the King, 1643· 

they faid, be able, by force of arms, to prevail over the parliament of England, 
anJ re-eftab}i(h nis authority in that pO\ 'erful kingdom, he wil! undoubtedly 
retrad: all thofe conceffions, which, with fo many circumflnnces of violence and . 
indignity, the Scots hr1ve extorted from him. Befic.les a fenfe of his own in
tereft and a regard to royal power, which has been entirely annihilated in this 
country ; l1is very paffion for pre.acy and for religious ceremon_.ies mufl: lead hin1 
to invade a church, which he has ever been taught to regard as antichrifti n and 
unlawful. Let us but confider who the perfons are that co1rpofe the fatlions 
now fo furiouOy engaged in arms. Does not the parliament confift of thofc very 
men, who have ever oppofed all war with Scotland, who have punin1ed the au
thors of our oppreffions, who h.-we obtained us the redrefs of every g:·ievance, 
and w.ho, with n1any honourable expreffions, have conferred on us an ample re
ward for our brvtherly affiftance? And is not the court full of papifts, prelates, 
malig 1ants ; all of them zealous enemies to our rei igwus model, and refolute 
to facri5ce their lives for their idolatrous efrablifhments ? Not to mention our 
own nece!rary fecurity ; can we better exprefs our gratitude to heaven for that 
pure light, with which we are, above all nations, fo eminently diftinguiihed, 
than by conveying the fame divine knowledge to our unhappy neighbours, who 
are wading thro' a fea of blood in. order to attain it ? Thefe were in Scotland 
the topics of every converfation : vVith thefe doctrines the pulpits echoed: And 
the famous curfe of Meroz, that curfe f0 folemnly denounced and re-iterated, 
againft neutrality and moderation, refounded from all quarters*. 

THE parliament of Eng and had ever invited the Scots, from the commcnce
n1ent of the civil dilfentions, to interpofe th ir n1ediation, which, they knew, 
would be fo li tie fayourable to the King: And the King, for that very reafon, 
had ever endeavoured, with the leaft offenfive expreffions, to decline it t. Early 
this fpring, the E~rl of Loudon, Lord c 1ancellor, with other commiffioners, and 
attended by Henderfon, a popular and i'1triguing preacher, was fent to the King 
at Oxford, and renewed the offer of mediation: but with the fame fuccefs as before. 
The commiffioners were alfo empowered to prefs the King on the article of re
ligion, and to recommend to him the Scots model of ecclefiaftical worfl1ip and 
difci rne. This Yas touching Charles in a very tender point: His honour, his 
confcience, as well as his interefr, he believed to be intimately concerned in fup
porting prelacy and the liturgy. He begged the commiffioners, therefore, to re-

* Curfe ye l'Jeroz, faid the angel of the Lord; curfe ye bitterly the inh~bitat:ts th~rcof: becaufe 

they came no~ to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord againft the 'mighty. Judges, chap. 

v. ver. 23 • 
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tnain fatisfied with the conceffions which he had made to Scotland; and havincr 
0 

n1odeled their own church according to their own principles, to leave their neigh-
bours in the like liberty, and not to intermeddle with affairs, of which they could 
not be fuppofed competent judges*. 

1' HE divines of Oxford, fecure, as they imagined, of a victory, by means of 
their authorities from chm'ch hifiory, their citations from the fathers, and their 
fpiritual arguments, dellred a conference with Henderfon, and undertook, by dint 
of reafoning, to convert that great apoftle of the north: But Henderfon, who 
had ever regarded as impious the leaft doubt with regard to his own principles, 
and who knew of a much better way to reduce opponents than the employing any 
theological topics, abfolutely refufed all difputation or controverfy. The Englilh 
divines went a way, full of admiration at the blind affurance and bigotted prejudi
ces of the man : He, on his part, was moved with equal wonder at their obftinate 
attachment to fuch grofs errors and delufions. 

BY the conceffions which -the King had granted to Scotland, it became neceffa
ry for him to fummon a parliament once in three years; and in June of the fub
fequent year, was fixed the period for the meeting of that affembly. Before that 
time elapfed, Charles flattered himfelf, that he fhould be able, by fome decifive 
advantage, to reduce the Englilh parliament to a reafonable fubmiffion, and 
might then expeCt with fecurity the meeting of a Scots parliament. Tho• 
earneftly folidted by Loudon to fummon prefently that great council of the nation, 
he abfolutely refufed to give authority to men, who had already excited fuch 
dangerous corn motions, and who fhowed frill the fame difpofition to refift and in
vade his authority. The commiffioners, therefore, not being able to prevail in any 
of their demands, defired the King's paff'port for London, where they propofed 
to confer with the Englifh Parliament f-. And being likewife denied this requeft, 
they returned with extreme diffatisfattion to Edinburgh. 

THE office of confervators of the peace was newly ereCl:ed in Scotland, in or
der to n1aintain the confederacy between the two kir gdoms ; and thefe, infti
gated by the clergy, were refolved, fince they could not obtain the King's con
fent, to fummon, in his nan1e, but by their own authority, a convention of 
eftates ; and to bereave their fovereign of this article, the only one which re
mained, of his prerogative. Under colour of providing for national peace, en
dangered by the neighbourhood of Englifh armies, was a convention called :J:; an 
a£fembly, whic1, tho' it meets with lefs folemnity, has the fame authority as a 
parliament, in raifing money and levying forces. Hamilton, and his brother 
the Earl of Laneric, who had been fent into Scotland, in order to oppofe thefe 
meafures, wanted either authority or fincerity; and paffively yielded to the tor-

T Ibid. p. 406. t zzd of June. 
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rent. The general affembly of the church met at the fame time, with the con- Chap. VII. 

vention, and exercifing an authority alrnoft abfolute over the whole civil power,. 16+3·· 

made every political confideration yield to their theological zeal and prejudices. 

THE Englifh parliament were, at that time, fallen into great diftrefs, by 

the progrefs of the King's arms ; and they gladly fent to Edinburgh commif .. 

.fioncrs, with ample powers, to treat of a nearer union and confederacy with 

the Scots nation. The perfons employed were the Earl of R utiand, Sir Wil

liam Army ne, Sir Henry V a ne the younger, Thomas Hate her and -Ienry Darley, 

attenr1ed with Madhal and Nye, two clergymen of fignal -:u thority *. In this 

nego iation, the man chiefly trufted to was Vane, who, in eloquence, addrefs, ca

pacity, as well as in art and diffimnlation, was not furp ~dfed by any one, even 

during that age, fo famous for aB:ive talents. By his perfuafion was framed at 

Edinb 1rgh that SOLEMN LEAGUE AND COVEN ANT ; which effaced aJl the former Solemn. 

proteftations and vows, taken in both kingdoms ; and long maintained its credit league and 

and authority. By this covenant, the fubfcribers, befides engaging mutually to covenant. 

defend each other againft all opponents, bound themfelves to endeavour, without 

r.efpetl: of perfons, the extirpation of popery and prelacy, fuperftition, herefy, 

fchifm, and profanenefs ; to maintain the rights and privileges of parliaments, to-

gether wi h the King's authority ; and to difcov.er and bring to juftice all incen-

diaries and malignants t. 
THE fubfcribers to the covenant vowed alfo to preferve the reformed religion 

eftabliilied in the church of Scotland; but by the artifice of Vane no declara- ' 

tion more explicite was made with regard to England and Ireland, than that thefe 

kingdoms fhould be reformed, according to the word of God and he example 

of the pureft churches. The Scots zealots, when prelacy was abjured, deemed 

this expreffion quite free from ambiguity, and regarded their own model as the · 

only one which correfponded, in any degree, to fuch a defcription: But that 

abJe politician had other views; and while he employed his great talents in 

over-reaching the prefbyterians, and fecretly laughed at their fimplicity, he had 

blindly devoted himfelf to the maintenance of fyftems, frill more abfurd and 

more dangerous. , 

IN the Englilh parliament there remained fome n1embers, who, tho' they h'ad 

been induced, either by private ambition or by zeal for civil liberty, to concur 

with the majority, frill retained an attachment to the hierarchy and to the antient 

modes of wor!hip. But in the prefent danger, which threatned their caufe, all · 

fcru pies were j aiel a fide ; an cl the covenant, by w hofe n1eans alone th~y cou ltl. 

expect to obtain fo ~onfiderab l a re-inforcement, as the acceffion·of the whole -

Scots nation, was received without oppofition.. The parliament, therefore, hav-. Sept. a7, 

# V/hitlocke, p. 73· Ruthw. vol. vi. p. 466. Clarendon,. vol iii~ p. 300. t Rufuw. 
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Chap. "'V If. ing firft fubfcribed it thcmfel ves, ordered it to .be received by all who lived under 
16+3· their authority. 

GREAT were the rejoicings among the Scots,~ that they !hould oe the happy 
infl:ruments of exrcnt.ing their mode of religion, and difilpating that profound 
dat kncfs in which their neighbouring nations were involved. The general aifem
bly applauded thi;-, glorious imit;:ttion of the piety difplayed by tneir anceftors,. 
who, they faid, by three difierent applications, during the reign of Elizabeth, 
had endeavoured to engage the Englifl1, by perfuafion, to lay afide the ufe of the 
furplice; tippet, and corner cap*. The convention too, in the height of their 
zeal, ordered every one to fwear to this covenant, under the penalty of confifca
tion, befide what farther punilhment it lhould pleafe the enfuing parliament to 
inflict on the refufers, as enemies to God, to the King, and to the Kingdom. And 
being aetermined that the fword il1ould carry conviClion to all refraCtory n1inds, 
they prepared themfelves, with great vigilance and activity, for their military en
terprizes. By n1eans of a hundred thonfand pounds, which they received from 

Arming of 
the Scots. England ; by the ho2es of good pay and warm quarters; not to mention mens 

~tate of 
Irelar,d. 

favourable difpofition towards the ca·ufe; they fooh corn pleated their levies. And 
having added to their other levies, the troops which they Had recalled fron1 Ire
land, they were ready, about the end of the year, to enter England, uncler the 
command of their old general, the Earl of Leven, with an army of above twenty 

f thoufand men t. 
THE King, forefeeing this tempefl: which was gathering upon him, endeavo 1red 

to fecure him felf by every expedient ; and 1 he cafl: his eye towards Ireland, in 
hopes, that that kingdcm, from which his caufe had already received fo much 
prejudice, might, at ]aft, contribute fomewhat towards his protection and fe

curity. 
AFTER the commencement of the Irifil infurretl:ion, the Engli(h parliament; 

tho' they undertook the fuppreffion of it, had ever been too much engaged, either 
in military projeCts or expeditions at home, to take any effectual ftep towards 
the finilhing that enterprize. They had entered indeed into a contract with the 
Scots, for f nding over an army of ten thoufand men into Ireland; and. in order 
to eng, ge that nation into fuch an undertaking, befide the promife of pay, they 
agreed to put Caric- Fcrgus into their hands, and to invefl: their general with an 
authority. quite indeT)endent of the Englifh government. Thefe troops, fo long 
as they were allowed to remain, were ufeful, by diverting the force of the Irin1 
rebels, and proteCting, in the north, the fmall remnants of the Bricifb planters. 
But except th~s contr·.cr with the Scots nation, all the other meafures of the 
parliament were nitherto eiLher abfolutely infignificant, or tended rather to the 

• Rufhw. vol. vi. p. 388. t Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 38 3· 
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prejudice of the proteftant caufe in Ireland. By continuing their viole.nt perfe

cution, and frill more violent menaces againft prieil:s and papifis, they rendered 

the Iriih Catholics obfl:inate in their rebellion, and cut off all hopes of indulgence 

and toleration. By difpofing before-hand of all the Irifh forfeitures to fubfcnbcrs 

or adventurers, they rendered all men of property defperate, and feemed to thn. a

ten a total extirpation of the natives. And while they thus infufed fpirit and ani

mofity into the enemy, no meafure was purfued, which could tend to fupport or 

encourage the protefiants, now reduced to the lafl: extremity. 

So great is the afcendant, which, from a long courfe of fucceffes, the Engliih 

has acquired over the Iriih nation, that tho' the latter, when they 1·eceive mili

tary difcipline among foreigners, are not furpaffed by any troops, they have 

'never in their own country, been able to make any vigorous effort for the de

fence or recovery of their liberties. In many rencounters, the Englifh, under 

Lord More, Sir William St. Leger, Sir Frederic Hamilton, and others, had, tho' 

under great difadvantages of fituation and numbers, put the lrifh to rout, and re

turned in triumph to Dublin. The rebels raifed the fiege of Tredah, after an ob

fiinate defence made by the garrifon •. Ormond had obtained two complete viCl:o· 

ries, at Kilrufh and Rofs ; and had brought relief to all the forts, which were 

befieged or blockaded in different parts of the kingdom t. But notwithftanding 

all thefe fucceffes, even the moft common neceifJ.ries of life were wanting to the 

victorious armies. The Irifh in their wild rage againft the Britiih planters, had 

laid wafte the whole kingdom, and were themfelves totally unfit, from their bar

barous floth and ignorance, to raife any convenience of human life. During the 

courfe of fix months, no fupplies had come from England ; except the fourth part 

of one fmall veffel's lading. Dublin, to fave itfelf from fl:arving, had been 

obliged to fend the greateft part of its inhabitants to England. The army had 

little ammunition, fcarce exceeding 40 barrels of powder ; not even fhoes or 

cloaths; and for want of food, the cavalry had been obliged to eat their own 

horfes. And tho' the diftreifes of the Iriih were not much inferior :f: ; befides that 

they were more hardened againft fuch extremities, it was but a melancholy pro

fpect, that the two nations, while they continued their· furious animofities, fhould 

make defolate that fertile Hland, which might ferve to the fubfiftence and hap

pinefs of both. 

THE juftices and council of Ireland had been engaged, chiefly by the intereft 

and authority of Ormond, to fall into an entire dependance on the King. Par

fans, Temple, Loftus, and Meredith, who feemed to incline towards the oppo

fite party, had been removed ; and Charles had fupplied their place by others 

better aff'-tl:ed to his fervice. A committee of the Engliih houfe of common'"s, 

* Rufuw. vol. vi. p. so6. t ]bid. P· SIZ. t lbid. P· 55 5· 
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which had been fent over to Ireland, in order to conduct the affairs of that king
dom, had been excluded the council, in obedience to orders tranfmitted from the 
King*. And thefe were reafons fufficient, befides the great difficulties under 
which they themfelves laboured, why the parliament were unwilling to fend fup .. 
plies to an army, which, tho' engaged in a caufe they much favoured, was en- · 
tirely governed by their declared enemies. 

THE King, as he had neither money, arms, ammunition, nor provifions to 
fpare from his own urgent wants, refolved to embrace an expedient, which might, 
at once, relieve the neceffities of the Irifh proteftants, and contribute to the 
advancement of his affairs in England. A ceffation with the rebels, he thought, 
would enable his fubjeCl:s in Ireland to provide for their own fupporr, and 
procure him the affifrance of the army againfl: the Englifh parliament. But 
as a treaty with a people, fo odious for their religion and their barbarities, might 
be reprefented in very invidious colours, and renew all thofe calumnies with 
which he had been loaded ; it was neceffary to proceed with great caution in 
conducting that meafure. A remonftrance from the army was made to the Iri!h 
council reprefenting their intolerable neceffities, and era viTlg permiffion to leave 
the kingdom : And if that was refufed, We mufi have recourfe, they faid, to that 
firft and primary law, with which God has endowed all men ; we mean the law of na
ture, 'which teaches every creature to prejerve itfllft. Memorials both to the King 
and parliament were tranfmitted by the juftices and council, in which their wants 
and dangers are ftrongly fet forth t ; and tho' the general expreffions in thefe me
morials might perhaps be fufpetl:ed of exaggeration, yet from the particular facts 
n1entioned, from the confeffion of the Englith parliament §, and from the very 
nature of things, it is app.nent, that the Iriih proteftants were reduced to great 
extremities 11 ; and it became prudent in the King, if not abfolutely neceffary, 5o 
embrace fome expedient, which might fecure them, for a time, from the ruin and 
mifery with which they were threatened. 

AccoRDINGLY, the King gave orders to Ormond ~and the jufiices to con
clude, for a year, a ceffation with the council of Kilkenny, by whom the Iriih were 
governed, and to leave both fides in poffeffion of their prefent advantages. The 
parliament, whofe bufinefs it was to find fault with every n1eafure adopted by the 
oppofite party, and who would not lofe fo fair an opportunity of reproaching the 
King with his favour to the Irifh papifis, exclaimed loudly againft this cdfation. 

* Rufhw· vol. vi. p. 530. Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 167. 
t Ibid. p. 5 38. § Ibid. p. 540. 

t Rufhw. vol. vi. p. 5 37· 

11 See farther Carte's Ormond, vol. iii. No. 1 r3, 127, 128, 129, 134, 136, 141, 144, 149, 158, 
l59· All thefe papers put it paft doubt, that the neceffities of the Engliili army in Ireland were 
extreme. See farther, Rufhw. vol. vi. p. 537· and Dugdale, p . 853, 854· 
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Among other reafons, they infifl:ed upon the divine vengeance, which England 
might jufl:ly dread for tolerating antichriftian idolatry, on pretence of civil con
traCts and political agreements*. Religion tho' every day employed as the engine 
of their own ambitious purpofes, was fuppofed too facred to be yielded tlp to the 

temporal interefts or fafety of kingdoms. 
AFTER the ceffation, there was little neceffity, as well as no means, of fubfift

ing the army in Ireland. The King ordered Ormond, who was entirely devoted 
to him, to fend over confiderable bodies of it to England. Moft of them continu
ed in his fervice : But a fmall part of them, having imbibed in Ireland a high ani
n1ofity againft the catholics, and hearing the King's party univerfally reproached 
with popery, foon after deferted to the parliament. 

SoME Irifh catholics came over with thefe troops, and joined the King's army, 
where they continued the fame cruelties and diforders, to w hi eh they had been 
accuftomed t. The parliament voted, that no quarter, in any action, fhould ever 
.be granted them: But Prince Rupert, by ufing fome reprizals, foon repreffed this 

inhumanity i· 

C H A P VIIL 

lnvajion of the Scots.-Battle of Marflon-tnoor.-Battle ofCropredy
bridge .-E:ffex' s jorces diformed.--Second battle of Newbury.
Rife and charaCier of the Independents.-Se!f-det2ying ordinance.
Fairfax, Cromrr.vel.-'Treaty ofUxbridge.--Execution of Laud.-

HE King had hitherto, during the courfe of the war, obtained many ad-

Chap. VII. 
16+3· 

vantages over the parliament:, and had raifed himfelf from that low con
dition, into which he had at firft fallen, to be nearly upon an equal footing with 
his adverfaries. Yorkfhire, and all the northern counties, were fubjetl:ed by the 
Marquefs of Newcafl:le; and excepting Hull, the parliament was mafter of no 
garrifon in thefe qua'rters. In the weft, Plymouth alone, having been in vai 
·befieged by Prince M aurice, refifted the King's authority : And had it not bee 1 

for the dilappointment in the enterprize of Glocefter, the royal garrifons ha 
reached without interruption from one end of the kingdom to the other; and 
had occupied a greater extent of ground, than thofe of the parliament. Man/ 
of the royalifts flattered themfelves, that the fame vigorous fpirit, which h~. 

* RuOnv. vol. vi. p. )57· t Whitlocke, p. 78, I 03. 
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Chap. VIII. elevated them to the prefent height of power, would frill favour their progrefs 
1644· and obtain them a final viCtory over their antagonifts: But thofe who judged 

more foundly, obferved, that befides the acceffion of the whole Scots nation 
to the fide of the parliament, the very principle on which the royal fucceffes 
had been founded, was every day acquired, more and more, by the oppofite party. 
The King's troops, full of gentry and nobility, had exerted a valour fuperior to 
their enemies, and had hitherto been fuccefsful in almoft every rencounter: But 
in proportion as the whole nation became warlike, by the continuance of civil 
difcords, this advantage was more equally fhared, and fuperior numberst it 
was expected, muft at laft obtain the victory. The King's troops alfo, ill paid, 
and deftitute of every necelfary, could not pofiibly be retained in equal dif
cipline with the parliamentary forces, to whom all fupplies were furnifhed fron1 
l.mexhaufted ftores and treafures *. The feverity of manners, fo much affected 
by thefe zealous religionifts, affifl:ed their military inftitutions ; and the rigid 
inflexibility of character, by which the auftere reformers of church and ftate 
were diftinguifhed, enabled the parliamentary chiefs to reftrain their foldiers 
within fl:rieter rules and n1ore exact order. And while the King's officers indul
ged themfelves even in greater licences, than thofe to which, during times of 
peace, they had been accuftomed, they were apt both to neglect their military 
duty, and to fet a pernicious example of diforder, to the foldiers under their· 
command. 

AT the commencement of the civil wars, all Englifhmen, who ferved abroad, 
were invited over, and treated with extraordinary refpeB:: And moft of them, 
being defcended of good families, and by reafon of their abfence, unacquainted 
with the new principles, which depreffed the dignity of the crown, had inlifted 
under the royal fl:andard. But it is obfervable, that tho' the military profeffion 
requires great genius, and long experience, in the principal commanders, all its 
fubordinate dut.es may be difcharged by very ordinary talents, and from fuper
ficial praCtice. Citizens and country·gentlemen foon became excellent officers ; 
and the generals of grcatefl: fame and capacity happened, all of them, to fpring 
up on the fide of the parliament.. The courtiers and great nobility in the other 
party, checked the growth of any extraordinary genius among the fubordinate -
officers; and every man there, as in a regular eil:abli!hed government, was con
fined to the ftation, in which his birth had placed him. 

THE King, that he might make preparations, during the winter, for the en
fuing campaign, fummoned to Oxford all the members of either houfe, who ad
hered to his interefts; and endeavoured to avail himfelf of the name of parlian1ent, 

* Rufhw. vol. vi. p. s6oo 
fo 
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{o paffionately cherifhed by the Englifh nation*. The houfe of peers was pretty Chap. VIII. 

full; and be fides the nobility, employed in different p:trts of the kingdom, it 
16

44· 

contained twice as many members as voted at Wefl:minfter. The houfe of com
mons confifted of about 140 ; which amounted not to above half of the other 

houfe of commons t . 
.So extremely light had government hitherto lain upon the people, that the very 

name of excije was unknown to them ; and among the other evils arifing from 
thefe domeftic wars, was the introduction of that impofl: into England. The 
parliament at Wefl:minfl:er having voted an excife on beer, wine and other com
modities ; thofe at Oxford imitated the example, and conferred that revenue on 
the King. And in order to enable him the better to recruit his army, they 
granted him the fum of Joo,ooo pounds, to be. levied by way of loan upon the 
fubject. The King circulated privy feals, counterfigned by the fpeakers of both 
houfes requiring the loan of particular fums, from fuch perfons as lived within 
his quarters t. Neither party had as yet got above the pedantry of reproaching 

their antagonifts with thefe illegal meafures. 

THE Weftminfier parliament paffed a whimfical ordinance, commanding all 
the inhabitants of London and the neighbourhood, to retrench a meal a week, · 
and to pay the value of it for the fupport of the public caufe §. 'Tis eafily ima
gined, that, provided the money was paid, they troubled themfelves very little. 

about the execution of their ordinance. 
SucH was the King's fituation, that, in order to reftore peace to the nation, 

he had no occafion to demand any other tern1s, than to reftore the laws and con
ftitution, to replace him in the fame rights which had ever been enjoyed by his 
predeceffors, and to re-eftabli!h, on its antient baGs, the whole frame of govern
ment, civil as well as ecclefiaftical. And that he might facilitate an end, feem
ingly fo defirable, he offered to employ means equally popular, an univerfal act 
of oblivion, and a toleration or indulgence to tender confciences. Nothing 
therefore could contribute more tO his intereft, than every difcourfe of peace 
and every difcuffion of the conditions, upon which that bleffing could be obtain
ed. And for this reafon, he folicited a treaty on all occafions, and defired a 
conference and mutual examination of pretenfions, even when he entertained no 

hopes, that any conclufion could poffibly refult from it. 
Fort like reafons, the parliament wifely avoided, as much as they could, all 

advances towards negotiation, and were cautious not to expofe too eafily to cen
fure thofe high terms, which their apprehenfions or their ambition made them 
previoufiy demand of the King. Tho' their partizans were blinded with the 

0 Ruiliw.vol. vi. P·559· t Ibid. p. 566,574, 575· t Ibid. p. 590. §Dug-

t1ale, p. I 19. Rulhw. vol. vi. p. 748. 
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Chap. VIII. thickefi Yeil of religious prejudices, they dreaded to bring their pretenfions to 
16

44· the tefi:, or lay them open before the whole nation. In oppofition to the facred 
authority of the laws, to the venerable precedents of many ages, they were 
afbamed to plead nothing but fears and jealoufies, which were not avowed by the 
confiitution, and to which, neither the perfonal character of Charles, fo full of 
virtue, nor his condition, fo deprived of all independent authority, feemed to 
afford any reafonable foundation. Grievances which had been fully redreffed ; 
powers, either legal or illegal, which had been intirely abandoned ; it feemed 
t.mpopular, and invidious, and ungrateful, any farther to infifi: on. 

THE King, that he might abate the univerfal veneration, paid to the name 
of parliament, had iffued a declaration, in which he fet forth all the tumults, by 
which himfelf and his partizans in both houfes, had been driven from London; 
and he thence inferred, that the affembly at Wefl:min!l:er was no longer a free par
liament, and, till its liberty was reftored, was in titled to no authority. As this 
declaration was an obftacle to all treaty, fome contrivance feemed requifite, in 
order to elude it. 

A letter was wrote to the Earl of Effex, and fubfcribed by the Prince, the 
Duke of York, and forty-three noblemen*. They there exhort him to be an 
infirument for refi:oring peace, and to promote that happy end with thofe, by 
whom he was employed. Effex, tho' much difgufted with the parlrament, tho' 
apprehenfive of the extremities to which they were driving, tho' defirous of any 
reafonable peace ; yet was ftill more refolute to preferve an honourable fidelity 
to the truft repofed in him. He replied, that as the paper fent him, neither con
tained any addre[s to the two houfes of parliament, nor any acknowlegement of 
their authority, he could not communicate it to them. Like propofals were re .. 
iterated by the King, during the enfuing campaign, and met frill with a like 
anfwer from Effex t. 

IN order to make another trial for a treaty, the King, this fpring, fent a letter 
directed to the lords and commons of parliament affemb1ed at Weftminfter: But as 
he alfo mentioned, in the letter, the lords and commons of parliament affembled at 
Oxford, and declared that his fcope and intention \Vas to make provifion that all 
the· members of both houfes might fecurely meet in a full and frte convention ; the 
parliament, clearly perceiving the conclufion which was implied, refufed all treaty 
upon fuch terms§. And the King, who knew what fmall hopes there were of ac
commodation, would not abandon the pretenfions, which he had affumed, nor 
acknowledge the two houfes, more openly, for a free parliament. 

• Clarendon, vol. iii. p. 442. Rufhw. vol. vi. p. 566. Whitlocke, p. 77· t Cbrcndon, 
vo~. iii. p. 444· Rufhw. vol. vi. p. 569, 570. Whitlocke, p. 94· § Clarendon, vol. iii. 
p. 449· Whitlocke, p. 79· 
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THIS winter the famous Pym died ; a man as much hated by the one party, Chap. VIII. 

as refpeB:ed by the other. At London, he was confidered as rhe viCtim to nation- 16
44· 

al liberty, who had abridged his life by inceffant labours for the intereft of his 
country*· At Oxford, he was believed to have been ftruck with an uncommon 
difeafe, and to have been confumed with vermine; as a mark of divine vengeance, 
for his multiplied crimes and treafons. He had been fo little fl:udious of im
proving his private fortune in thofe civil wars, of which he had been one prin-
cipal author, that the parliament thought themfel ves obli0 ed, out of gratitude, 
to pay the debts which he had contracted t. We now return to the military ope-
rations, which, during the winter, were carried on with vigour in fevera] phces, 
notwithftanding the feverity of the feafon. 

THE forces, brought frotn Ireland, were landed at Mofl:yne inN orth-¥Vales ; 
and being put under the command of Lord Biron, they took the caft!es of Ha
warden, Beefton, Acton, and Dedington houfe :f:. No place in Chefhire or the 
neighbourhood, now adhered to the parliament, except N antwich : And to this 
town Biron laid ficge during the depth of \vinter. Sir Thomas Fairfax, 
alarn1ed at fo confiderable a progrefs, affembled an army of 4000 men in York
fhire, and having joined Sir William Brereton, was approaching to the camp of 
the royalifts. Biron and his foldiers, elated with fucceffes obtained in Ireland, 
had entertained the moft profound contempt for the parliamentary forces; a dif
pofition, which, if confined to the army, may be regarded as a good prefage of 
victory ; but if it extend to the general, is the moft probable forerunner of a 
defeat. Fairfax fuddenly attacked the camp of the royalifts. The· fwelling of ;5th of Jan~ 
the river by a thaw divided one part of the army from the other. That part ex-
pofed to Fairfax, being beat from their poft, retired into the church of Acton, 
and were all taken prifoners: The other retreated with precipitation§. And thus 
was diffipated or rendered ufelefs that body of forces, which had been drawn 
from Ireland; and the parliamentary party revived in thofe north-weft counties 
of England. 

THE invafion frotn Scotland was attended with confequences of much greater Invafion from 

importance. The Scots, having fummoned in vain the town of Newcaftle, Scotland. 

which was fortified by the vigi lance of Sir rfhomas Glenham, paffed the Tyne; z:zd of Feb. 

and faced the Marquefs of Newcaftle, who lay at Durham with an army of 14000 

men 11· Aft ... r fome military operations, in which that general reduced the enemy 
to difficulties for forrage and provifions, he received intelligence of a great di-
fafier, which had befallen his forces in Yorkfhire. Colonel Bellafis, whom he had 
left with a confiderable boqy of troops, was totally routed at Selby, by Sir Tho-

* WhiJocke, p. 66. 
§Ibid. p. 301, 

t Journ. 13th of F~bruary 16.tJ. 
11 Ibid. p. 61 5• 
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Chap. VIU. m as Fairfax, who had returned from Chefhire, with his victorious forces*. Afraid 
,1644· . of being enclofed between two armies; Newcafl:le retreated; and Leven having 

1 Itn of Apnl. . . , . . 
JOined Lord Fatrfax, they fat clown before YorK, m wh1ch the army of the royal-
iils had lhut themfelves up. But as the Scots and parliamentary forces were not 
numerous enough to invefr fo large a town, divided by a river, they contented 
themfelves to incommode it by a loofe blockade; and affairs remained, for fome 
time, in fufpenfe between thefe oppofite armies f. 

DuRING this winter and fpring, other parts of the kingcfom had alfo been har
raifed with w1r. Fiopton having affembled an army of I'{OOO men, endeavoured 
to break into Suffex, Kent, and the fouthern aifociation, which feemed well 
difpofed to receive him. Wailer fell upon him at Cherington, and gave him a 
defeat t of confiderable importance. In another quarter, fiege being laid to New
ark by the parliamentary forces, Prince Rupert prepared himfelf for relieving a 
town of fuch confequcnce, which alone preferved the communication open between 
the King's fouthern and northern quarters;. \Vith a fmall force, but that ani
mated by his a cri vc courage, he broke thro' the enemy, relieved the town, and 
totally diffipated that army of the parliament ll· 

BuT tho' fortune feemed to have divided her favours between the parties, the 
King found him(elf, in the n1ain, .a confiderable lofer by this winter-campaign ; 
and he pro~nofticated a fiill worfe event from the enfuing fummer. The prepa
rations of the parliament were great, and much exceeded the fiende-r refources, of 
which he was poffeifed. In the eafrern affociation, they levied 14000 men, under 
the Earl of l\1anchefter, feconded by Cromwel ~· An army of ten thoufand men 
under Effex ; another of nearly the fame force under .\V aller, were aifembled in 
the neighbourhood of London. The former was deftined to oppofe the King : 
The latter was appointed to march into the wefr, where Prince Maurice, with a 
fmall army which went continually to decay, was fpending his tim(in vain before 
Lyme, an inconfiderable town upon the fea-coaft. The utmoft efForts of the 
King could not raife above ten thoufand men at Oxford; and on their fword 
chiefly, during the campaign, were thefe to depend for fubfiftance. 

THE Queen, terrified with the dangers, which every way environed her, and 
afraid of being enclofed in Oxford, in the middle of the kingdom, fled to Exeter, 
where !he hoped to be delivered unmolefted of the child, of which fhe was now 
pregnant, and from whence fhe had the means of an eafy efcape into France, if 
preffed by the forces of the enemy. She knew the implacable hatred, which the 
parliament, on account of her religion and her credit with the King, had all along 
borne her. Laft fummer, the commons had fent up to the peers an impeachment 

• Ruihw. vol. vi. p. 618. t Ibid. p. 6zo. t 29th of March. ~ Ruihw. vol. vi. 
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of high treafon againft her ; becaufe, in his utnroft diftreffes, fhe had affifted her Chap. VIII. 

hufband with arms and ammunition, which fhe had bought in Hol and*. And 
1644

· 

had Ihe fallen into their hands, neither her fex, fhe knew, nor high ftation, could 
proteCt her againft infults at leaft, if not danger, fron1 thofe haughty republicans, 
who fo little affected to conduct then1felves by the n1axims of gallantry and polite· 
nefs. 

FROM the beginning of thefe difTenfions, the parliament, 'tis remarkable, had, 
in all things, afTumed an extreme afcoodant over their fovereign, and had difplay
ed a violence and arrogated an authority, which, on his fide, could not have been 
compatible, either with his temper or his fituation. While he fpoke perpetually 
of pardoning all Rebels ; they talked of nothing but the puni!hment of Delinquents 
and Malign ants: While he offered a toleration and an indulgence to tender con
fciences; they threatened the utter extirpation of prelacy : To his profeffions of 
lenity, they oppofed declarations of rigour : And the more the antient tenour 
of the laws inculcated a refpeB:ful fubordination to the crown, the n1ore careful 
were they, by their lofty pretenfions, to cover that defect, under which they 

laboured. 
THEIR great advantages in the north feemed to fecond their ambition, and 

finally to promife them fuccefs in their unwarrantable enterprizes. Manchefter, 
having taken Lincoln, had united his army to thofe of Leven and Fairfax ; and 
York was now clofely befieged by their combined forces. That town, tho' vi
goroufiy defended by Newcaftle, was reduced to extremity;-and the parliament
ary generals, after enduring great loffes and fatigue, flattered themfelves that all 
their labours would at laft be crowned by that important conqueft. bn a fud
den, they were alarmed with the approach of Rupert. That gallant Prince, hav
ing vigoroufiy exerted himfelf in Lancafhire and Chefhire, had colleCted a con
fiderable army; and joining Sir Charles Lucas, who commanded Newcail:le's 
horfe, haftened to the relief of York with an army of zo,ooo ·men. The Scots 
and parliamentary generals raifed the fiege, and drawing up on Marfron-moor, 
propofed to give battle to the royalifts. Prince Rupert approached the town by 
another quarter, and interpofing the river Oufe between him and the enemy, 
fafely joined his forces to thofe of Newcaftle. The l\1arquefs endeavoured to 

perfuade him, that having fo fuccefsfully effecred his purpofe, he ought to be 
contented with the prefent advantage, and leave the enemy, now much diminilhed 
by their loffes, and difcouraged by their ill fuccefs, to diffolve by thofe mutual . 
diifenfions, which had taken place among them t: The Prince, whofe martial 
difpofition was not fufficiently tempered with prudence, nor foftened by complai
fance, pretending a pofitive order from the King, without deigning to confult with 

• Rulhw. vol. vi. p. 3 zr. t Life of the D. of N ewca!Ue., p. 40. 
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c 1ap. V~II. N ewcaftle, whufe great merit and fervices deferved better treatment, immediate ... 
1r,4+· ly gave orders for battle, and drew out the whole army to Marfton-mocr * 1~his 2d of July. 

aCtion \Vas obflinatcly difputed between the rnofi: numerous armies, which were 
BattleofMar- engaged during the whole courfe of thefe wars ; nor were the forces on each· 
.ft,m-moor. fide much d iflerent in their number. Fifty thou fand Britil11 tr?ops were led to 

mutual fiaughter; and the victory feemed long undecided between them. Rupert,
who commanded the right wing of the royalifts, was oppofed to Cromwel t, 
who conduCLed the choice troops of the parliament, enured to danger under 
that determined leader, an!mated by zeal, and confirmed by the mofr rigid 
difcipline. After a 1harp combat, the cavalry of the royalifis gave way; and 
the infantry, who fl:ood next them, were likewife borne down, and put to flight; 
Newcaftle's regiment alone, refolute to conqcer or to perifh, obftinately kept 
their ground, and maintained by their dead bodies, the fame order, in which 
they had at iirft been ranged. In the other wing, Sir Thomas Fairfax, and 
Colonel Lambert, with fome troops, broke thro' the royalifts ; and tranfported 
by the fury of purfuit, foon reached their victorious friends, engaged alfo in 
purfuit of the enemy. But after that tempeft was pafi, Lucas, who commanded 
the royalifts in this wing, refl:oring order to his broken forces, made a furious 
attack on the parliamentary cavalry, threw them into diforder, pufhed them 
upon their own infantry, and put that whole wing to rout. When ready to feize 
on their carriages and baggage, he perceived Crornwel, who was now returned 
from purfuit of the other wing. Both fides were not a little furprized to find 
that they muft again renew the combat for that viCtory, which each of them 
thought they had already obtained. The front of the battle was now exatl:Iy 
counterchanged, and each army occupied the ground, which had been poffeffed 
by the enemy at the beginning of the day. This fecond battle was equally 
furious and defperate at the firfi: ~ But after the utmoft efforts of courage by both 
parties) victory wholly inclined to the fide of the parliament. The Prince's 
train of artillery was taken; and his whole army pulhed off the field of battle :t. ' . THIS event was, in itfelf, a mighty blow to the King; but proved much 
more fatal in its confequences. The Marquefs of N ewcafl:le was intireJy loft to 
the royal caufe. That Nobleman, the ornament of the court and of his order, 
had been engaged, contrary to the natural bent of his difpofition, into thefe 
military operations, merely by a high fenfe of honour· and a perfonal regard to his 
mafter. The dangers of war were difregarded by his valour ; but its fatigues 
were oppreffive to his natural indolence. Munificent and generous in his ex
pence; polite and elegant in his tafte; courteous and humane in his behaviour; 

• Clarendon, vol. v. p. 506. t Rufuw. part. iii. vol. ii. p. 63.3 . t Ruthw. vol. vi. 
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he brought a great acceffion of friends and of credit to the party, which he em
braced. But amidft all the hurry of action, his inclinations were fecretly drawn 
to the foft arts of peace, in which he took delight; and the charms of poetry, 
mufic, and converfation ftole him often from his rougher occupations. I-Ie chofe 
Sir William Davenant, an ingenious poet, his lieutenant-gereral : The other 
perfons, in whom he placed confidence, were more the inftruments of his re-
fined pleafures, than qualified for the bufinefs which they undertook: And the 
feverity and application, requifite to the fupport of difcipline, were qualities in 
which he was intirely wanting *. 
· WHEN Prince Rupert, contrary to his advice, refolved on this battle, and 
iffued all orders without communicating his intentions to him ; he took the field, 
but, he faid, intirely as a volunteer; and, except by his perfonal courage, which 
fhone out with luftre, he had no fhare in the action. Enraged to find, that all 
his fuccefsful labours were rendered abortive by one aB: of fatal temerity; terri
fied with the profpect of renewing all his pains and fatigue, he refolved no longer 
to maintain the few refources which remained to a defperate caufe, and thought, 
that the fame regard to honour, which had at firft called him to anns, now re- ' 
qui red him to abandon a party, where he met with fuch unworthy treatment.~ 
Next morning early, he fent word to the Prince, that he was inftantly to leave 
the kingdom ; and without delay, he went to Scarborough, where he found a vef- 1 

fel, which carried him beyond fea. During the enfuing years, till the reftora- · 
tion, he lived abroad in great neceffity, and faw with indifference his opulent 
fortune fequeftered by thofe who affumed the government of England. He dif
dained, by fubmiffion or compofition, to fuow obeifance to their ufurped au-

, thority ; and the leaft favourable cenfors of his merit allowed, that the fidelity 
and fervices of a whole life, had fufficiently atoned for one rafh action, into which 
his paffion had betrayed him t. 

PRINCE Rupert with equal precipitation drew off the remains of his army, 

Chap. vnr. 
I6H·· 

and retired into Lancafhire. Glenham, in a few days, was obliged to furrender I6th ofJuly. 

York ; and he marched out his garrifon with all the honours of war :f:. Lord 
Fairfax, remaining in the town, eftablifhed his government in that whole county, 
and fent a thoufand horfe into Lancailiire, to join with the parliamentary forces 
in that quarter, and auend the motions of Prince Rupert: The Scots army 
marched northwards, in order to join the Earl of Calender, who was advanc-
ing with ten thoufand additional forces§; and to reduce the town of New-
caftle, which they took by ftorm: The Earl of Manchefter, with Cromwel, to 
whom the fame of this great viCtory was chiefly afcribed, and who Vt{as wound-

• C1arendon, vol. v. p. 507, so8, &c. Warwick. t Clarendon, vol. v. P· 5 It. 
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hap. VIII. ed in the action, returned to the eaftern affociation, in order to recrtJit hi$ 
"64+· army *. 

WHILE thefe events pafTed in the north, the King's affairs in the fouth were 
conducted with more fuccefs and more ability. H.uthven, a Scotfman, who 
Had been created Earl of Brentford, acted, under the King, as gcner~l. 

THE parliament foon compleated their two armies commanded by Effex and 
Wailer. The great zeal of the city facilitated this undertaking. Many fpeeches 
were made to the citizens, by the parlia~entary leaders, in order to excite their 
ardour. I-Jollis, in particular, exhorted them not to fpare, on this important 
occafion, either their purfes, ~heir perfons, or their prayers t; and they were fuf
ficiently liberal, it mufl: be confeffed, in all thefe contributions. The two gene
rals had orders to march with their combined armies towards Oxford; and, if 
the King Lhut himfelf up in that city, to lay fiege to it, and by one enterprize to 
put a period to the war. The King, leaving a numerous gurifon in Oxford, paffed 
with dexterity between the two armies, which had taken Abingdon and had en
dofed him on both fides :f:. He marched towards W orcefter ; and Wall er recei. 
ved orders from Effex to follow him and watch his motions; while he himfelf march
ed into the weft, in queft of Prince Maurice. Wailer had approached within 
two miles of the royal camp, and was only feparated from it by the Severn, 
when he received intelligence, that the King was advanced to Beudly, and di
reCted his courfe towards Shrewfbury. In order to prevent him, Wailer prefent
ly difiodged, and haftened by quick marches to that city: When the King, fud· 
denly returning upon his own foot-fteps, reached Oxford; and having reinforced his 
army from that garrifon, now in his turn marched out in quefl: of Waller. 

:Battle of Cro- The two armies faced each other at Cropredy-bridge near Ban bury; but the 
predy-bridge. Charwell ran betwixt them. Next day, the King difiodged and marched to-

wards Daventry. Wall er ordered a confiderable detachment to pafs the bridge, 
with an intention of falling on the rear of the royalifts. He was repu1fed, routed, 
and purfued with confiderable lofs §. Stunned and dif11eartened with this blow, his 
army decayed and melted away by defertion ; and the King thought he might fafe
ly leave it, and march weftward againft Effex. That general, having obliged 
Prince Maurice to raife the fiege of Lyme, having taken Weymouth and Taun
ton, advanced ftill in his conquefts, and met with no equal oppofition. The 

.. King followed him, and having re-inforced his army from all quarters, ap .. 
peared in the field with an army fuperior to the enemy. Effex, retreating into 
Cornwal1, informed the parliament of his danger, and defired then1 to fend an 
army, which might fall on the King's rear. General Middleton received a corn~ 

• Ru!hw. ·vol.vi. p.64r. t Ibid. p.66z. :t: 3dof June. § Ruihw. vol. vi. 
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million to execute that fervice; but came too late. EfTex's army cooped up in Chap. VIII. 

a narrow corner at Leftithiel, deprived of all forage and provifions, and feeing 1644· 

no profpeet of fuccour, was reduced to the lafr extremity. The King preffed 

them on one fide; Prince Maurice on another ; Sir Richard Granville on a third. 
Effex, Robarts, and fome of the principal officers, efcaped in a boat to Plymouth : 

Balfour with his horfe pafTed the King's guards, in a thick mifr, 11nd got fnfdy 
to the garrifons of his own party. The foot under Skippon were obliged to fur- Jfl: of Sept. 

render their arms, artillery, baggage and ammunition ; and being conducted to Effi , fi 
'""' ex s orces 

the parliament's qu.trters, were difmiffed. By this advantage, which was much difarmed . 

boafted of, the King, befides the honour of the enterprize, obtained what he ftood 

extremely in need of: The parliament, having preferved the men, loft what they 

could eaGly repair*. 

No fooner did this news reach London, than the committee of the two king

doms voted thanks to Effex for his fidelity, courage, and conduct; and this 

method of proceeding, no Iefs politic than magnanimous, the parliament pre

ferved tbro' the whole courfe of the war. Equally indulgent to their friends and 

r~gorous to their enemies, they employed, with fuccefs, thefe two powerful en
gines of reward and punifhment, in confirmation of their authority. 

THAT the King might have lefs reafon to exult in the advantages, which he 
had obtained in the weft, the parliament oppofed to him very numerous forces. 

Having armed anew Effex's fubdued, but not difheartned troops, they ordered 

Manchefter and Cromwel to march with their recruited forces from the eaftern 
aifociation ; and joining their armies to thofe of Waller and Middleton, as well as 

of Effex, offer battle to the King. At Newbury, where Charles chafe his poft, Second battle 

they attacked him with great vigour; and that town was a fttond time the of Newbury 

fcene of the bloody animofities of the Englifh. Effex's foldiers, exhorting one 27th of oa. 
another to repair their broken honour, and revenge the difgrace of Leftithiel, 

made an impetuous aftault on the royalifls ; and having recovered fome of their 

cannon, loft in Cornwall, could not forbear embracing them with tears of joy. 

Tho' the King's troops defended themfel ves with great valour, they were over
power' cl by numbers ; and the night came very feafonably to their relief, and 

prevented a total overthrow. Charles, leaving his baggage and cannon in 
Dennington caftle, .near New bury, forthwith retreated to Wallingford, and from 

thence to Oxford. There Prince Rupert and the Earl of Northampton joined 

him, with confiderable bodies of cavalry. Strengthened by thi re. inforce

ment, he ventured to advance towards the enemy, now employed before Den
nington-caftle t. Effex, detained by ficknefs, had not joined the army, fince 

Ru!hw. vol. vi. p. 699, &c. Whitlocke, p. g8. Clarcndon, vol. v. p. 5 24, 5 z 5. Sir Edw· 
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·Chap. VIII. his n1isfortune .in Cornwall. rvlanchefrer who commanded, tho' his forces were 
J644· d . n1uch fuperior to thofe of the King, decline an engagement, and rejetl:ed Crom-

wel's advice, who earneftly preffed him not to neglect fo favourable an opporru-
9th of Nov. nity of finifhing the war. The King's army by bringing off their cannon from 

Dennington caftle, in the face of the enemy, feemed fufficiently to have repaired 
the honour, which they had loft at Newbury; and Charles having the fatisfaCl:ion 
to excite, between Mancheiler and Cromwel, equal animoCities with thofe which 

23d of Nov. formerly took place between Elfex and Wailer *, diil:ributed his army into 
winter-quarters. 

THosE contefi:s among the parliamentary generals, which had difl:urbed their 
military operations, were renewed in London during the winter ; and each being 
fupported by his own faction, their mutual reproaches and accufati.ons agitated 
the whole city and parliament. There had long prevailed, in that party; a 
fecret difi:inCl:ion, which, tho' the dread of the King's power had hitherto fu p
preffed it, yet, in proportion as the hopes of fuccefs beca 'Tle nearer and more 
immediate, began to difcover itfelf, with high contefl: and animofity. The 
lNDE PENDENTs, who had, at firfi:, taken fhelter and concealed themfelves under 
the wings of the PRESBYTERIANS, now evidently appeared a difiincr party, 
and betrayed very different views and pretenflons. We muft here endeavour to 
explain the genius of this party, and of its leaders, who henceforth occupy the 
fcene of action. 

Rife and cha- Du R 1~ G thofe times, when the enthufiaftic fpirit met with fuch honour and 
... radCler odf the encouragement, and was the immediate means of difrinB:ion and preferment; 1n epen ents. . . 

it was impoffible to fet bounds to thefe holy fervours, or confine wHhtn any na-
tural limits, what was directed towards an infinite and a fupernatural object. Every 
man, as prompted by the warmth of his temper, excited by emulation, or fup
ported by his habits of hypocrify, endeavoured to diftinguifh himfelf beyond his 
fellows, and to arrive at a higher pitch of faintfhip and perfection. In propor
tion to its degrees of fanaticifm, each feet became dangerous and deftrutl:ive; and 
as the independents went a note higher than the prefbyterians, they could lefs be 
reftrained within any bounds of temper and moderation. From this diftinction, 
a~ from a firft principle, were derived, by a necetfary confequence, all the other 
differences of thefe two feB:s. 

THE independents rejected all ecclefiaftical eftablifhments, and would admit 
of no church courts, no government among paftors, no interpofition of the magi
firate in fpiritual concerns, no fixed encouragement annexed to any fyftem of 
doctrines or opinions. Accoraing to their principles, each congregation, united 
~oluntarily and by fpiritual ties, compofed, within itfelf, a feparate church, and 

• Ruflnv. vol. vii. p. x~ 
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~xercifed a jurifditfon, but one devoid of temporal fJnSions, over its own Cha~. vra. 
pafior and its own members. '"The election alone of the congregation was fuffi- 1.644· 

cient to b~ftow the facerdotal charatl:er ; and as all e!fential diftinCtion was de-
nied between the lairy and the ciergy, no ceremony, no infiitution, no vocation, 
no impofition of hands, was fuppofed, as in all other churches, to be requifite 
to convey a right to the hoiy order. The enthufiafm of thr prefuyttrians 
led them to fl1ake off the authority of prelates, to reject the reftraint of litur-
gies, to retrench ceremonies, ro limit the riches and authority of the priefily 
office : The fanaticifm of the independents, exalted to a higher pitch, abolifh-
ed all ecclefiafrical governn1ent, di fdJined all creeds and fyflems, rejeCted every 
ceremony, and confounded each rank and order. The foldier, the merchant, 
the mechanic, indulging the fervors of zeaL, and guided by the illapfes of the 
fpirit, gave himfelf up to an inward and fuperior direction, and was confecrated, 
in a manner, by an immediate intercourfe and communication with Heaven. 

THE catholics, pretending to an infallible guide, had juftified, upon that prin
ciple, their doClrine an practice of perfecution : ' The prefbyterians; imagining, 
that fuch clear and certain enets, as they themfelves adopted, could be rejeCted 
only from a criminal and pertinacious obftmacy, had hitherto gratified, to the 
full, their bigotted zeal in a like doCtrine and practice : The independents, 
from the extremity of the fame zeal, were led into the milder principles of to
leration . Their mind, fet afloat in the wide fea of infpiration, could confine · 
itfelf witllin no certain limits; and the fame variations, in which an enthufiaft 
indulged hirnfelf, he was apt, by a natural train of thinking, to permit in others. 
Of all chrifttan feB:s, this was the firft, which, -during its profperiry, as well as 
its adverfity, always adopted the principle of toleration; and, 'tis remarkable,, 
that fo reafonable a doctrine owed its origin, not to reafoning, but to the height 
of extravagance and fanaticifm. 

PoPERY and prelacy alone, whofe genius, they tho1:1ght, tended towards fu
perflition, the independents were inclined to treat with rigour. The doCtrines 
too of fate or defiiny, they were apt to deem effential to all religion. In thefe 
rigid opinions, the whole fetl:aries, amidft all their other differences, unani
n1ou£ly concurred. 

THE political fyftem of the independents kept pace with their religious. 
Not contented with confining, to very narrow limits, the power of their fove
reign, and reducing the King to the rank of firft magifhate; which was the 
project of the prefbyte.rians; this feet, more ardent in the purfuit of liberty, 
afptred to a total abolition of the monarchy, and even of the ariftocracy ; and 
projected an intire equality of rank and order, in a republic, quite free and in-

dependent.; 

' 
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dependent. In confequence of this fcheme, they were declared enemies to all 
propofals for peace, except on fuch terms as, they knew, it was impoffible to ob
tain; and they adhered to that maxim, which is, in the main, prudent and po
litical, that whoever draws the f word againil: his fovereign, ihould throw away 
the fcabbard. By terrifying others with the fear of vengeance from the injured 
Prince, they had engaged greater numbers into the oppofi.tion againH: peace, than 
had adopted their other principles with regard to government and religion. And 
the great fuccefs, which had already attended the arms of the parliament, and 
the greater, which was foon expeCted, confirmed then1 ftill further in this ob

fi:inacy. 

SIR Harry Vane, Oliver Crornwe1, Nathaniel Fiennes, and Oliver St. John, 
the follicitor-general, were regarded as the leaders of the .independents. The 
Earl of Effex, difgufl:ed with a war, of which he began to forefee the pernicious 
confequences, adhered to the pre!bytcrians, and promoted every reafonable plan 
of accommodation. The Earl of Northumberland, fond of his rank and digni
ty, regarded with horror a fcheme, which, if it took place, would confound 
himfelf and his family with the loweft in the kingdom. The Earls of Warwic, 
and Denbigh, Sir Philip Stapleton, Sir William \¥a11er, Hollis, Maffey, \Vhite· 
locke, Mainard, Glyn, had embraced the fame fentiments. In the parliament, 
a confidetable majority, and a much greater in the nation, were attached to 
the prefbyterian party ; and it was only by cunning and deceit nt firft, 
and afterwards by violence, that the independents could entertain any hopes of 

fucce(c;. 

THE Earl of Manchefter, provoked at the violent impeachment, which the 
King had lodged againft him, had long forwarded the war with great alacrity ; 
but, being a man of humanity and good principles, the view of public calamities, 
and the profpeB: of a total fubverfi.on of government, began to moderate his ar
dour, and inclined him to promote peace on any fafe or honourable terms. He 

. was even fufpected, in the field, not to have pufhed to the utmoft againft the King 
the advantages, obtained by the arms of the parliament; and Cromwel, in the pub. 
lie debates, revived the accuiation, that he had wilfully negletted at Denning~ 
ton-caftle a favourable opportunity of finifhing the war by a total defeat of the 
royalifts. " I fhowed him evidently," faid Cromwel, " how this fuccefs n1ight 
~' be obtained; and only defired leave, with my own brigade of horfe, to 

'' charge the King's army, in their retreat ; leaving it in the Earl's choice, if he 
" thought proper, to remain neuter with the r.eft of his forces : But, not ¥ith
'' ftanding all my importunity, he pofitively ahd obil:inately refufed his confent; 
" and gave no other reafon but that, if we met with -a defeat, there was an end 

" of 
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" of our pretenfions : We fl1ould all be rebels and traitors, and be executed and Chap. VIII 

" forfeited by the law*." 1644· 

MANCHESTER, by way of recrimination, ~nformed the parliament, that at 

another time, Cromwel having propofed fome fcheme, which it feemed im

probable the parliament would agree to, he infifted and faid, My Lord, if )'Ott 

will flick firm to honefl men, you jhall find yourfelf at the head of an army, which wilt 
give law both to king and parliament. " This difcourfe,'' continued Manchefler. 

" made the greater impreffion on me, becaufe I knew the lieutenant-general to 

" be a man of very deep defigns ; and he has even ventured to tell me, that it 

" never would be well with England till I was Mr. Montague, and there was 

" ne' er a lord or peer in the kingdom t ." So full was Cromwel of thefe repub
lican projects, that notwithftanding his habits of profound hypocrify, he could 

not fo carefully guard liis expreffions, but that fometimes his favourite notions 

would efcape him. ~ 
THESE violent diffenfions brought matters to extremity' and pu!hed the rode· 

pendents to the execution of their defigns. The prefent generals, they thought, 
were more defirous of protracting than fini!hing the war; and having entertained 

a fcheme for preferving frill fome balance in the conftitution, they were afraid 
of intirely fubduing the King, and reducing him to a condition, where he 1hould 

be in titled to afk no conceffions. A new model alone of the army would bring 
complete victory to the parliament, and free the nation from thofe calamities, 

under which it laboured. But how to effeCt this project was the difficulty. The 

authority, as well as merits of Eifex, was very great with the padiament. Not 
only he had ferved them all along with the moft exact and fcrupulous honour. It 
was, in fome meafure, to be afcribed to his popularity, that they had ever been 

enabled to levy an army or make head againfi: the royal caufe. Manchefter, 
Warwic, and the other commanders had likewife great credit with the public; 
nor were there any hopes of prevailing over them, but by laying the plan of an 
oblique and artificial attack, which would conceal the real purpofe of their an

tagonifts. The Scots nation and Scots commiffioners, jealous of the progrefs of 

the independents, were a new obftacle; which, without the utmofi: art and fub

tlety, it would be difficult to furmount t· The methods by which this intrigue 
was conducted, are fo fingular, and mark fo well the genius of the age, that we 

lhall give a detail of them, as they are delivered by Lord Clarendon §. 

A FAST, on the I aft Wednefday of every n1onth, had been ordered by the 

parliament at the beginning of thefe commotions; a~d their preachers, on that 

rlay, kept alive, by their vehement declamations, the popular prejudices enter

tained againft the King, againfi: prelacy, and againft popery. The King, that 

• Clarendon, vol. v. p. 56 I. t Ibid. p. 562. 

VoL. V. Ccc 
t Id. ibid, S Ibid. p. 565, &c. 
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he ·might combat the parliament with their own weapons, appointed likewife a· 
monthly faft, where the people iliould be infrrucced in the duties of loyalty and' 
of fubmifiion to the higher powers ; and he chafe the fecond Friday of every 

Inonth for the devotion of the royalifl:s *. It was now propofed and carried in; 
parliament, by the independents, that a new and more folemn faft fhould be 
voted; when they fhou1d itnplore the divine affiftance for extricating them from . 

thofe perplexties, in which they were at prefent involved. On that day, the: 

preachers, after· many political prayers, took care to treat of the reigning· 
divifions in the parli-ament, and afcribed them intirely to the felfi{h ends, purfued 

by the members. In the hands of thofe members, they faid, are lodged· 

all the confiderable commands of the army, all the profitable offices in the 

ci-vil' adminiftration: And- while the nation is falling every day into poverty,: 
and groans under an infupportable load of taxes; thefe men multiply poffeffion& 
on po!fellions, and wil1, in a little time, be mafters of all the riches in the 
kingdom. That fuch perfoas, who fatten in the calamities of their coun
try, will ever embrace any effectual meafure for bringing them to a period, 
or enfuring a final fuccefs to the war, cannot reafonably be expected. Linger
ing expedients alone will be purfued : And operations in the field concurring~ 

in the fame pernicious end, with deliberations of the cabinet; civil commo~ 
tions witl, for ever, be perpetuated in the nation. After exaggerating thefc 

diforders the minifters fell again to their prayers ; and befought the Lord 

that he would take his own work into his own hand; and if the i.nftrumentst 

whom he had hitherto employed, were not worthy to bring to a concluuon 

fo glorious a defign, that he would infpire others more fit, who might perfect 
what was begun, and by eftablilhing true religion, put a fpeedy period to the 

public ~iferies. . 

ON the day fubfequent to thefe devout animadverfi'ons, when the parliament 
n1et, a new fpirit appeared in the looks of many. Sir Henry Vane told the com .. 
mons, That, if ever God appeared to them, it was in the holy ordinances of yef:.. 
terday: 1'hat, as he was credibly informed by many, who had been auditors in dif ... 
ferent congregations, the fame lamentations and difcourfes, which the godly preach
ers had made before them had been heard in other churches : That fo remarkable 
a concurrence could proceed only from the immediate operation of the Holy Spi
rit: That he therefore befought them, in vindication of their own honour, in con
fideration of their duty to God and their country, to lay afide all private ends, and 
renounce every office, attended with profit or advantage : That the abfence of 
fo many members, occup· ed in different employments, had rendered the houfe 

cxtre.me1y thin, and diminiihed the authority of their determinations : And that 

•· Ruiliw., vol. vi. p. 364. 

4 



CHARLES I. 379 

he could not forbear, for his own part, the accufing himfelf as one who enjoyed a 

gainful office, that of treafurer of the navy ; and tho' he was poffeifed of it before 

·the civil corn motions, and owed it not to the favour of the parliament, yet was he 

ready to refign it, and to facrifice, to the welfare of his country, every con. 

fideration of private intereft and advantage. 

CROMWEL acted next his part, and commended the preachers for having 

dealt with them plainly and impartially, and told them of their errors, of which 

they were fo unwilling to be inftrud:ed. Tho' they dwelt on many thing", he 

faid, on which he had never before reflected : yet, upon revolving them, he 

<:ould not but confefs, that, till there was a perfeCt reformation in thefe parti~ 

culars, nothing which they undertook could poffibly profper. The parliament, 

no doubt, condnued he, had done wifely in the commencement of the war, to 

engage feveral of their members in the moft dangerous parts of it, and thereby 

to fatisfy the nation, that they intended to Ihare all hazards with the meaneft of 

the people. But affairs. are now changed. During the progrefs of military ope

•ations, there have arifen, in the parliamentary armies, many excellent officers, 

who are qualified for higher commands than they are now poffeffed of. And 

tho' it becomes not men, engaged in fuch a caufe, to put trufl in the arm of flejh, 

yet he could affure them, that their troops contained generals, fit to command in 

any enterprize in Chriftendom. The army indeed, he was forry to fay, did not 

-correfpond, by its difcipline, to the merit of the officers ; nor were there any 

hopes, till the prefent vices and diforders, which prevail among the foldiers, were 

Tepreffed by a new model, that their forces would e\rer be attended with fignal 

fuccefs in any undertaking. 

IN oppofition to this reafoning of the independents, many of the prefbyterians 

fuowed the inconvenience and dangers of the projected alteration. vVhitelocke, 

in particular, a man of honour, who loved his country, tho' in every change of 

government, he always adhered to the ruling power, faid, That, befides the in

gratitude of difcarding, and that by fraud and fubtilty, fo many noble perfons, 

to whom the parliament had hitherto owed its chief fupport; they would find it 

I{:XtremeJy difficult to fupply the place of men, now formed by experience to com-

mand and authority : That the rank alone, poffeffed by fuch as were members of 

either houfe-, prevented envy, retained the army in obedience, and gave weight 

to military orders : That greater confidence might fafely be repofed in men of fa

mily and fortune, than in mere adventurers, who would be apt to entertain fepa

rate views from thofe embraced by the perfons, who employed them : That n(} 

n1axim of policy was more undifputed, than the neceffity of preferving an infe

parable conneCtion between the civil and military powers, and of retaining the lat

ter in ftrict fubordination to the former: That the Greeks and Romans, the wife!l: 

.and moft paffionate lovers of Iiberw, haq ever entrufted to their feoators, the 

Cc c 2 corn-

Chap. VIli~ 
1644· 



3s·o HIS T 0 R Y ,>F GREAT BRIT A I N.-

nap. Vnr. command of armies, and had maintained an unconquerable jealoufy of all merce..; 
16

44· nary forces: And that thofe alooe whofe intereft was involved in that of the 
public, and who poffeifed a vote in the civil deliberations, would fufficiently 
refpeCt the authority of parliament, and never could be tempted to turn the fword 
againft thofe, by whom it was conmitted to them *. 

Self denying NoTWITHSTANDING thefe reafonings, a committee was chofen to frame what 
oJdiname. they called the Self-denying Ordinmce, by which the tnembers of both houfes were 

excluded from all civil and miJi,ary employments, except a few offices which 
· were fpecified. This ordinance vas the fubjeet of great debate, and for a lono-

t:> 
time, rent the whole parliament a1d city into factions. But, at laft, by the pre-
valence of envy with fome ; with others, of falfe modefty ; with a great man.y, 
of the republican and independert views ; it paffed the houfe of commons, and 
was fent to the upper houfe. Tl,e peers, tho' the fcheme was, in part, levelled . 
againft their order ; tho' all of trem were, at bottom, extremely averfe to it ; .. 
poffeffed o little authority, that tley durft not oppofe the refolution of the com
mons; and they thought it better policy, by an unlimited compliance, to ward 
off that ruin, which they faw appnaching t. The ordinance, therefore, having 
paifed both houfes, Effex, W ar~ic, Manchefter, Denbigh, Waller, Brereton, . 
and many others, reGgned their :ommands, and received the thanks of parlia- . 
ment for their good fervices. A renfion of ten thoufand pounds a year was fet· 
tled on Effex. 

t64). IT was agreed to recruit the aimy to 2 2,ooo men ; and Sir Thomas F airfax 
was appointed general :J:. 'Tis reruarkable, that his commiffion did not run, like 
that of Effex, in the name of the king and parliament, but in that of the par· 
Jiament alone: And the article of the fafety of the king's perfon was omitted. So 
much had the animofities increafed between the parties §. Cromwe], being a . 
member of the lower houfe, !hould have been difcarded with the others ; but . 
this impartiality would have difappointed all the views of thofe, who had in
troduced the felf-denying ordinance. He was faved by a fubtilty, and by that ~ 
political craft, in which he was fo eminent. At the time, when the other o.ffi~ 
cers refigned their comn1iffions, Clre was taken, that he fhould be fent with a 
body of horfe, in order to relieve Taunton, befieged by the royalifts. His ab
fence being remarked, orders weredifpatched for his immediate attendance in par- . 
liament; and the new general was direCt:ed to en1ploy fame other officer in that 
fervice. A ready compliance wa; feigned ; and the very day was named, oa 
which, it was averred, he would ta[{e his place in the houfe. But Fairfax, ha
ving appointed a rendezvous· of t'le army, wrote to the parliament, and defired 

• Whitlocke, p. 114, ll5· Ruiliw. vol. vii.. p. 6. t Ruiliw. vol. vii. p. 8, 15. 
:t Whitlockc, p. 'liS. Ruiliw. vo]. vii. '· 7· S Whitlocke, p. IS3· 
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leave to retain, for fome days~ Lieutenant-gene:-al Cromw , whofe advice, he Chap. vru: 
faid, would be ufeful, in fupplying the place of thofe officers, who had refigned· · 1645· 
Shortly after, he begged, with much earneftnefs, that they would allow Crom-
wel to ferve that campaign*. And thus the indei'endents; tho' the minority, pre-
vailed by art and cunning over the prefbyterians, and beftowed the wl{ole military 
authority, in appearance, upon Fairfax; in reality, upon Cromwel. 

F AIRF AX was a perfon equally etninent for courage and for humanity ; and Fairfax 

tho' ftrongly infected with the prejudices or prhciples, derived from religious 
and party zeal, he feems never, in the courfe of lis public conduct, to have been 
feduced, by private intereft or ambition, from a:lhering ftriB:ly to thefe prin .. 
ciples. Sincere in his profeffions ; difintereft«l in his views ; open in his 
conduct ; he had formed one of the m oft fhinng characters of that age; had 
not the extreme narrownefs of his genius, in every thing but in war, and . 
his embarraffed and confufed elocution, on every occafion but when he gave · 
orders, -dimini!hed the luflre of his merit, and rendered the part, which he · 
atted, even when invefted with the fupreme canmand, but fecondary and fub• 
ordinate. 

CROMWEL', by whofe fagacity and infinuation Fairfax was intirely governed, Cromwel~ 
is one of the n1oft eminent and moO: fingular perfonages, which occurs in hif-
tory : The firokes of his character are · as ope~ and ftrongly marked, as the 
fchemes of his conduB: were, during the time, chrk and impenetrable. I-Iis ex-
tenfive capacity enabled him to form the moO: enltrged projects: His enterprizing · 
genius was not difmayed with the boldeft and 111oft dangerous. Carried, by his · 
natural temper, to magnanimity, to grandeur, a1d to an imperious and domineer-
ing policy ; he yet knew, when· neceffary, to employ the moO: profound diffi
rnulation, the moll oblique and refined artifice, the femblance of the greateft mo• 
deration and fimplicity. A friend to juftice, do' his public conduct was one 
continued violation of it; devoted to religion, tho' he perpetually employed it 1 

as the inftrument of his ambition ; he was engag:d in crimes from the profpect of." 
fovereign power, a ten1ptation, which is, in general, irrefiftible to human na-
ture. And by ufing well that authority, which he attained by fraud and violence, ~ 
he has leifened, if not overpowered, our deteftation of his enormities, by our 
admiration of his fuccefs and of his genius. 

DuRING this important tranfaB:ion of the felf-denying ordinance, the negotia~ Treaty of 

tions for peace were likewife carried on, tho' w:th fmall hopes of fuccefs. The Uxbridge. 

King having fent two meffages, one from Eveflum t, another from Tavifloke :f:, 
defiring a treaty, the parliament difpatched conn1iffioners to Oxford, with pro-

• Clarendon, vol. v. p. 6zg, 630• Whitlocke, p. 141. 
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po'fals, as high as i they had obtained a complete victory·*. The advantages 
g:1ined during the campaign, and the great diftreffes of the royalifts, had much ele
v.ated their hopes ; and they were refolved to repofe no truft in men, enflamed 
with the higheft animofity againft them, and who, were they poffeffed of power, 
were fully authorized by law to punilh all their opponents as rebels and as 
traitors. • 

THE King, when he confidered the propofals and the difpofition of the par
liament, could not expect any accommodation, and had no profpect but of war, 
or of total fubmiffion and fubje&:ion : Yet, in order to fatisfy his own party, 
who were extremely impatient for peace, he agreed to fend the Duke of Rich
rnond aoo Earl of Southampton, with an anfwer to the parliament's propofals, 
and at thefame time to de fire a treaty upon their mutual demands and pretenfions t. 
It now became neceffary for him to retraCl: his former declaration, that the two 
houfes at Weftminfter were not a free parliament; and accordingly, he was in
duced, tho' with great reluctance, to give them, in his anfwer the appellation 
of the parliament of England :t. .But it appeared afterwards, by a letter, which 
he wrote to the Queen, and of which a copy was taken at the battle of Nafeby, 
that he fecretly entered an explanatory proteftation in his council- book ; and he 
pretended, tho' he had called them the parliament, that he had not thereby 
acknowledged them for fuch §. This fubtlety, which has been frequently objeCl:ed 
to Charles, is the moft noted of thofe very few inftances, from which the enemies 
of this Prince have endeavoured to l<~ad him with the imputation of infincerity ; 
and have inferred that the parliament could repofe no confidence in his pro
feffions and declarations, not even in his laws and ftatutes. There is, however, 
it muft be confeffed., a difference univerfally avowed between fimply giving to 
men the appellation, which they affume, and the folemn acknowledgment of 
their title to it; tho' it had perhaps been better, had the King, in fuch delicate 
tranfatl:ions between him and his people, kept at the wideft diftance from fuch 
fufpicious dif1:intl:ions. 

1 f J THE time and place of treaty were agreed on, and accordingly fix teen com .. 
30t 1 o an. f b 'd . 1 1 h . d b h I' miffioners rom the King met at Ux n ge Wit 1 twe ve aut onze y t e par la-

ment, attended with the Scots commiffioners. it was agreed that the Scots 

• Dugdalc, p. 737· Rulhw. vol. vi. p. 850. t Whitlocke, p. no. l Ibid. p. I 11. 

Dogdale, p. 748. 

§ His words are, " As for my calling thofe at London a Parliament, I fhall refer thee to Digby 
u for particular f;atisfaftion ; this in general : If there had been but two befides myfelf of my opi
'' nion, J had not done it; and the argument that prevailed with me was, that t8e calling did no
_, wife acknowledge them to be a parliament; upon which condition and conftrutl:ion I did it, and 
,. no otherwifc ; :md accordingly is it regi!ler'd in the council books, with the council's unanimous 
.... approbation:" f!he Kinls Cabinet qpened. Ruihw. vol. vi. p. Cf43· 
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and parliamentary commiffioners 1hould give in their demands with regard to three Chap. vnr. 
important articles, Religion, the Militia, and Ireland; and that thefe fuould be 164-5• 

fucceffively examined and difcuffed in conferences with the King's commiffioners *. 
lt was fo1n found totally impraCticable to come to any agreement with regard to 

any of thefe articles. 
IN the fummer 1643, while the negotiations were carried on with Scotland,. 

the parliament had fummoned an affen1bly at Weftminil:er, compofed of 121 di
vines and 30 laymen, celebrated in their party for piety and learning. By their. 
advice, alterations were made in the thirty-nine articles, or in the metaphyfical 
dotl:rines of the church ; and what was of greater importance, the liturgy was . 
intirely abolifhed, and in its place, a new direCtory for wodhip was efl:abli!hed ; 
by which, fuitable to the fpirit of the puritans, the utmoft liberty, both in pray_ 
ing and preaching, was indulged to the public teachers. By the folemn league • 
and covenant, epifcopacy was abjured, as deftruCl:ive of all true piety ; and a 
national engagement, attended with every circumftance which could render a 
promife facred and obHgatory, was entered into with the Scots, never to fuffer 
its re-admiffion. All thefe meafures !bowed little fpirit of accommodation in the 
parliament ; and the King's commiffioners were not furprized to find the eftablilh- . 
ment of prefbytery and the directory pofitively demanded, toge_ther with tile · 

fubfcription to the covenant, both by_ the King_ and kingdom t . 

*·Whitlocke, p. IZ I. Dugdale, p. 7 58. 

t Such love of contradittion prevailed in the parliament, that they had converted Chrillmas, which 

with the churchmen, was a great feftival, into a folemn faft and humiliation; " In order,'' as they 

. faid, " that it might call to remembrance our fins and the fins of our forefathers, who, pretending 

" to celebrate the memory of Chrift, have turned this feaft into an extreme forgetfulnefs of him, by 

u giving liberty to carnal and fenfual delights." Rufhw. vol. vi. p. 817. ':r.'is remarkable, that, as 

the parliament abolifued all holy-days, and feverely prohibited all amufement on the vabbath ; a:-td 

even burned, by the hands of the hangman, the King's book of fports; the nation found, that there 

was no time left for relaxation or diverlion. Upoa application,. therefore, of the fervants a1ad 

apprentices, the parliament appointed the fecond Tuefday . of every month for play and recreation. 

Rufi1w. vol. vii. p. 46o. Whitlocke, p. 24-7· But thefe inftitutions, they found great difficulty to 

execute; and the people were refolved to be merry when they pleafed, not when the parliament 

iliou1d prefcri be to them. The keeping of ChriHmas holy-days was long a great mark of maliguancy, 

and very feverely cenfured by the commons. Whitlocke, p. z86. Even minced pyes, which cu!t m • 

had made a Chriftmas difh among the churchmen, was regarded, during that feafon, as a profan!! and . 

fuperfiitious viand by the feB:aries ; tho' at other times it agreed very well with their fiomach!. In . 
the parliamentary ordinance too , for the obfervanee of the Sabbath, they infertcd a ci.:.ule for d1e 
taking.down of May-polesr which they called a heathenifi1 vanity. Since we are upon this fubject, 
it may not be arnifs to mention, that, beiide, fetting apart Sunday for the ordinances, as they cail ed 
them, the Godly had regular meetings on the Thurfdays for refolving cafes of con[tience, and con

ferring about their progrefs in grace. What they were chiefly anxious about, was the fixing the pret-1fe 

oment of their c.onverfion or new birth ; and whoever could not af~c?tain fo difficult.a -pqi;} .of cal-
. culatiOl .l 
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·lap. V 11. I-I AD Charles been of a difpofition to negleCt all theological controverfy; 
16+5· yet had been obliged, in good policy, to adhere to epifcopal jurifdiction, no 

only becaufe it w s favourable to monarchy, but becaufe all his adherents were 
paffionately devoted to it; and to abandon them, in what they regarded as ~ 
important an article, was for ever to relinquifh their friendlhip and affiftance. 
But Charles had never attained fuch enlarged principles. He efteemed biihops 
eifential to the very being of a chriftian church; and he thought himfelf bouna, 
by more facred ties, than thofe of policy, or even of honour to the fupport of 
that order. His conceffions therefore, on this head, h~ judged fufficient, when 
he agreed, That an indulgence fhould be given to tender confciences with regard 
to ceremonies ; that the bifhops fbould exercife no aCt of j urifdiction or ordination, 
without the confent and council of fuch prdbyters as fhould be chofen by the 
clergy of each diocefe ; that they fhould refide conftantly in their diocefe, and be 
bound to preach every Sunday; that pluralities be abolifhed; that abufes in ec
.c}efiaftical courts be redreffed ; and that a hundred thoufand pounds be levied -
from the biihops eil:21tes and the chapter lands, for payment of debts contracted by 
the parliament *. Thefe conceffions, tho' confiderable, gave no fatisfaCl:ion to the 
parliamentary con1miffioners ; and, without abating any thing of their rigour on 
this head they proceeded to their demands with regard to the militia. 

Ta E King's partizans had all along maintained, that the fears and jealoulies of 
the parliament, after the fecurities fo early and eafily given to public liberty, 
were either feigned or groundlefs; and that no human inftitution could be better 
poized and adjufted, than was now the government of England. By the abo
lition of the fiar-chamber and court of high commiffion, the prerogative, they 
faid, has loil: all that coercive power, by which it had formerly fuppreffed or 
endangered liberty : By the e(labliihment of triennial parliaments, it can have 
no leifure to acquire new powers, or guard itfelf, during any time, from the 
infpeCl:ion of that vigilant affembJy: By the Oender revenue of the crown, no 
king can ever attain fuch influence as to procure a repeal of thefe falutary fta
tutes: And while the prince commands no mercenary forces, he will in vain, 
by violenceo, attempt an infringement of laws, fo clearly defined by means of 
late difputes, and fo paffionateJy cheriihed by all his fubjeCl:s. In this fituation 
furely, the nation, governed by fo virtuous a n1onarch, may, for the prefenr, 

(:Ulation, could not pretend any title to faintfhip. The profane fcholars at Oxford, after the parlia
ment became mafiers of that ·town, gave to the houfe, in which the zealots alfembled, the denomi
i:llation of S(ruple-jbop: The zealots, in their turn, infulted the fcholars and profelfors; and, intruding 
into the place of leCtures, declaimed againft human learning, and challenged the moft knowing of 
'hem to prove that their calling was fi·om Chrift. See Wood's Fafti O.xonienfes, p. 7 40• 

• D.ugdale, p. 779, 78o. 
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remain in tranquillity, and try, whet her it be not poffible, by peaceful arts, to Chap. ~HI. 
elLlde that danger, with which, it is pretende.~, its liberties are il:ill threatened. '

64
)' 

BuT tho' the royalifts infified on thefe plaufible' topics, before the COlnmence
ment of the war, they were obliged to own, that the progrefs of civil corn motions 
1 ad fomewhat abated the force and evidence of this reafoning. If the power of 
the militia, faid the op,pofite party, be entrufted to the King, it were not now 

ifficult for him to abufe that authority. ~ By the rage of inteftine difcord, h ·s 

partizans are enflamed into an extreme hatred againft their antagonifts; and have 
contratl:ed , no doubt, fome prejudices againft popular privileges, which, in their 
apprehenfion, have been the fource of fo much mifchief. Were the arms of the 
fbte, therefore, put entirely into fuch hands; what public fecurity, it may be 
demanded, can be given to liberty; or what private fecurity to thofe, who, in op
pofition to the letter of the law, have fo generoufiy ventured their lives in its 

de£~nce? In compliance with this apprehenfion, Charles offered, that the arms of 
the ftate !hould be entrufted, during three years, to twenty commifiloneL, who 
1hould be named, either by common agreement between him and the parliament, or 
the one half by him, the other by the parliament. And, after the expiration of 
that term, he infifted that his conftitutional authority over the tnilitil fhould 
again return to him *. 

THE parliamentary commiffioners at firft demanded, that the power of the 
fword fhould for ever ce entr 1fted to fuch perfons as the parliament alone fhould 
appoint t : But afterwards, they relaxed fo far, as to require that authority only 
for feven years ; after which, it wa's not to return to the king, but to be fetded by 
bill, or by common agreement between him and his parliament :f:. The King's 
commiffioners aiked, whether jealoufies and fears were all on one fide? and whether 
the prince, from fuch violent atten1pts and pretenfions as he had experienced, had 
not, at leaft, equal reafon to apprehend for his authority, as they for their 
liberty? Whether there was any equity, in fecuring only one party, and leaving 
the other, during the courfe of feven years, ef!tirely at the mercy of their 
enemies ? Whether, if unlimited power was entruH:ed to the parliament during fo 
long a period, it would not be eafy for them to frame the fubfequent bill in the 
manner m oft agreeable to themfel ves, and keep for ever polfeffion of the fword, 
as well as of every article of civil power and jurifdietion § ? 

THE truth is, after the commencement of the war, it was very difficult, if not 
impoffible, to find fecurity for both parties, efpecially for that of the parliamenr. 
A midfr fuch violent animofities, power alone could enfure fafety ; and the power 
of one fide was neceffarily attended with the danger of the other. Few or no 
infrances QCCtlr in hifl:ory of an equal; peaceful and durable accommodation, 

Dugdale, p. 798. 

VoL. V. 

t Ibid. p. 791. :t: Ibid. p. S~o. 

Ddd 
§ lbid p. Sz7. 

tha 



3·8 6 H I S T ·O R Y or G R E A T B R l T A I N ~ 

Chap. VIH. that ... has been, concluded between two faCtions, which have been inflamed into 
•645• civil war. 

Execution of 
Laud. 

WITH regard to Ireland, there were no greater hopes of agreement between 
the parties. The parliament demanded, That the ceffation with the rebels fuou1d 
be declared null.-; that the management of the war fuould be given over entirely 
to the parliament; and that after the conqueft of Ireland, the nomination of the 
Lord lieutenant and of the judges, or in other words, the fovereignty of that 
kingdom thould like wife remain in their hands *. 

WHAT rendered a peaceful accommodation frill more defperate: The demands 
on thefe three heads, however exorbitant, were acknow1eged, by the parlia
mentary commiffioners, to be nothing but preliminaries. Were all thefe granted 
they ftill referved the power of reviving thofe other demands, frill more exorbi
tant, which, a little before had been tranfmitted to the King at Oxford. Such 
ignominious terms were there infilted on, as worfe could fcarcely be demanded~ 
were Charles totally vanqui!hed, a prifoner, and in chains. Tbe King was re
quired to attaint and exempt from a general pardon, forty of the moft confider
able of his Engliili fubjetl:s, and nineteen of his Scots, together with all popifh 
recufants in both kingdoms, who had borne arms for him. It was infifl:ed, that 
forty-eight more, with all members who had fat in either houfe at Oxford, all 
Jawyers and divines who had embraced the King's party, 1hould be rendered in
capable of any o-ffice, be forbid the exercife of their profeffion, be prohibited from 
coming within the verge of the court, and forfeit the third of their eftates to the 
parliament. It was required, that whoever had borne arms for the King, fhould 
forfeit the tenth part of their eftates, or if that did not fuffice, the fixth, for the 
payment of public debts. As if the royal authority were not fufficiently annihi· 
lated by fuch terms, it was demanded, that the court of wards 1hould be abo
lifued ; that all the confiderable officers of the crown, and all the judges thould 

. be appointed by parliament; and that the right of peace and war 1hould not be 
exercifed without the confent of that affembly t. The prefbyterians, it muft 
be confeffed, after infifting on fuch conditions, differed only in words, from 
the independents, who required the eftabli!hment of a pure republic. When the 
debates had been carried on to no purpofe during twenty days, among the com
miffioners, they feparated, and returned; thofe of the King, to Oxford, thofe 
of the parliament to London. 

A little before the commencement of this fruitlefs treaty, a deed was executed by 
the parliament, which proved their determined refolution to yield nothing, but 
to ptoceed in the fame violent and imperious manner, with which they had, at 

~ Dugdale, p. 826, 827. t Rufuw. vol. vi. p. 850. Dugdale, p. 737· 
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firft, entered on thefe dangerous enterprizes. Archbifhop Laud, the moft fa- Chap. VIII~ 

voured minifter of the King, was brought to the fcaffold ; and in this inftance, 
16

45· 

the public might fee, that popular affemblies, as by their very number, they are, 
in a great meafure, exempt from the refiraint of £han1e, fo, when they alfo over
leap the bounds of law, naturally break out into acts of the greateft tyranny and 
injuftice. 

FROM the time, that Laud had been committed, the houfe of commons, en .. 
gaged in enterprizes of greater moment, had found no Jeifure to finifh his im
peachment; and he had patiently endured fo long an imprifonment, without 
being brought to any trial. After the union with Scotland, the bigotted prejudi
ces of that nation revived the like fpirit in England ; and the fetl:aries refolved 
to gratify their vengeance in the punifhmtnt of this prelate, who had Co long, 
by his authority, and by the execution of penal laws, kept their zealous fpirit 
under confinement. He was accufed of high treafon, in endeavouring to fubvert 
the fundamental laws, and of other high crimes and mifdemeanours. The fame 
illegality of an accumulative crime and a conftruttive evidence, which appeared 
in the cafe of Strafford ; the fame violence and iniquity in conduCting the trial, 
are confpicuous thro, the whole courfe of this profecution. The groundlefs charge 
of popery, which was belied by his whole life and conduct, was continually urged 
againfr the prifoner; and every error rendered unpardonable by this imputation, 
which was fuppofed to imply the height of all enormities. " This man, my 
" lords,, faid ferjeant Wilde, concluding his long fpeech againfi: him, '' is like 
" Naaman the Syrian, a great man, but a leper*. 

WE fhall not enter into a detail of this matter, which at prefent, feems to ad
mit of fo little controverfy. It fuffices to fay, that after a long trial, and the ex
amination of above a hundred and fifty witneffes, the commons found fo little 
likelihood of obtaining a judicial fentence againft Laud, that they were obliged to 
have recourfe to their legiilative authority, and to pafs an ordinance for taking 
away the life of this aged prelate. Notwithftanding the low condition, into which 
the houfe of peers were fallen, th:ere appeared fome intention of rejecting this or
dinance ; and the popular leaders were again obliged to apply to the multitude, 
and to extinguiih, by threats of new tumults, the fmall remains of liberty, pof
felfed by the upper houfe. Seven peers alone vo:ed in this important queftion. 
The reft, either from fhame or fear, took care to abfent themfelves t. 

LAUD, who had behaved during his trial with great fpir it and vigour of genius, 
funk not under the horrors of his execution; but tho' he ufually profeffed him
"felf apprehenfive of a violent death, he found all his fears to diffipate before that 
fuperior courage, by which he was animated. " No one," faid he, '' can be 

• Rulliw. vol. vi. p. 8 30. t Warwick, p. I 69 
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'' more willing to fend me out of life, than I am defirous to go." ·Even upon 
the fcaffold, and during the intervals of his prayers, he was harraffed and mo
lefted by Sir John Clotwortby, a zealot of the reigning feet, and a great leader in 
the lower houfe : This was tt1e time he chofe for examining the principles of the 
dying primate, and trepaning him into a confeffion, that he trufted, for his fal
vation, to the merits of good works, not to the death of the Redeemer·*. Hav
ing extricated himfdf from thefe theological toils, the Archbifhop laid his head · 
on the block ; and it was fevered from the body by one blow t. Thofe theo o
gical opinions, for which he fuffered, contributed, no doubt, to the courage and 
conil:ancy of his end. Sincere, he undoubtedly was, and however mifguided, 
aCtuated by religious motives in all his purfuits ; and it is to be regreted that a 
t=nan of fuch fpirit, who conduCted his entcrprizes \"\'ith fo much warmrh and in
duftry had not entertained more enlarged views, and embraced principles rnore 
favourable to the general happinefs of fociety. 

THE great and important ad vantage, w hi eh the party gained by Stratford's 
de.lth, may in fome degree, palliate the iniquity of the fentence pronounced 
:1gainf1: him : But the execution of this old infirm prelate, who had fo long re
n1ained an inoffenfive prifoner, can be afcribed to nothing but vengeance and· 
bigotry in thofe fevere religionifis, by whom the parliament was intirely governed. 
That he deferved a better fate was not queftioned by any reafonable man : T'he 
degree of his merit was, in other refpects, much difputed.. Some accu(ed hin1· 
of recommending fiavifh doCtrines, of promoting perfecution, and of encourag
ing fuperftition ; while others thought, that his conduCt, in thefe three particu
lars, would admit of apology and extenuation. 
· THAT the letter of the law, as much as the moft flaming court-fermon, in
culcates paffive obedience, is very apparent : And t ho' the Jpirit of a limited 
government feems to require, in extraordinary cafes, fome mitigation of fo rigor
ous a doCl:rine ; it 1nuft be confeffed, that the preceding genius of the Engliih 
conftitution had rendered a mifi:ake in this particular very natt1ral and excufable. 
To infliCt death, at leaft on thofe who depart from the exaCl: line, of truth in thefe 
nice queftions, fo far from being favourable to national liberty, favours ftrongly 
of the fpirit of tyranny and profcription. 

ToLERATION had hitherto been fo little the principle of any chriflian feet, 
that even the catholics, the remnant of the religion profeffed by their ancefl:ors, 
could not obtain from the Englifh the leaft indulgence. This very houfe of com
n1ons, in their famous remonftrance, took care to juftify themfelves, as from the 
higheft imputation, of any intention to relax the golden reins of difcipline, 
as they called them, or grant any toleration :J:: And the enemies of the church 

* ~ufuw. vol. vi. p. 838, 839· t 12thof Ju1y. :J: Nalfon, vol. ii. p. 705. 
were 
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were (o fair, from t~e beginning, as not to lay claim to liberJy of confcience, which Chap. vnr. 

they called a toleratwn for foul murder. They openly challenged the fuperiority, x645· 

and even menaced the eftabliG1ed church wi[h that perfecution, which they after-

wards exercifed againft it with fuch feverity. And if the quefiion be confider-

ed in the view of policy; tho' a feet, already formed and advanced, nuy, with 

good reafon, demand a toleration ; what title had the puritans to this indulgence, 

who were jdt on the point of feparation from the church, and vhom, it might 

be hoped, fome wholfome and legal feverities would ftill retain in their obedience 

to it*? 

vV HATEVER ridicule, to a philofophical mind, may be thrown on pious cere

monies, it muft be confeffed, that, during a 'ery religious age, no infiitution 

can be more 'advantageous tOI the rude multitude, and tend more to mollify that 

fierce and gloomy fpirit of devotion, to which they are fubjecr. Even the Eng

lifh church,. tho' it had retained a fhare of popifh £eremonies, may juftly be 

thought too naked and unadorned, and frill to approach too near the abftraCl: and 

fpiritual religion of the puritans. Laud and his a!fociates, by reviving a few 

piimitive inftitutions of this nature, correCted the error of the firfr reformers, 

and prefented, to the affrightened and afl:onifhed mind, fome fenfible exterior 

Gbfervances, which might occupy it during its religious exercifes, and abate the 

vio ence of its difappointed efforts. The thought, no longer bent on tbat divine 

and myfterious Effence, fo fuperior to the narrow capacities of mankind, was. 

able, by means of the new model of. devotion, to relax itfelf in the contemP.la~ 

tion of piEtures, poflures, veftments, buildings ; and all the fine arts, which 

miniftred to religion, thereby received additional encc·Jragement. The primate, 

'ds true, cond 1Eted this fcheme, not with the enlarged fentiments and cool dif

pofition of a legiflator, but with the intemperate zeal of a fectar.y ; and by over-

• That Lau ''s feverity was not extreme, appears from this faa, that he caufed the aas or records 

of the high commii1ion-court to be fearched, and found that there had been fewer fufpen:fions, de

privations, and other punifhments, by three, during the feven years of his time, than in any feven 

xears of is predeceiTor Abbot; who was notwithftanding in great efteem with the houfe of commom. 

Cf'roubfes and tr:"aiJ ~f Laud, p. I 64. 1ut Abbot was little attached to the court, and was alfo a pu

ritan in doctrine, and bore a mortal hatred to the papiffs. Not to mention, that the mutinous fpi

rit was rifing higher in the time of Laud, and would Ien bear controul. The maxims, however, of 

h-is adminiftration were the fame which had ever prevailed in England, and which had place in everp 

other European nation, except Holland, which fiudied chiefly the interefts of commerce ; and France, 

which was fetter'd by editts and treaties. To have changed them for the modern maxims of tolera

tion, however reafonable, would have been deemed a very bold and dangerous enterprize. It is a 

principle, advanced by Preildent Montefquieu, that, where the magiftrate is fatidied with the efta

olifhed Religion, he ought to reprefs the firft attempts towards innovation, and only grant a toleration· 

to feets that are diffus'd and eftablifhed. 'See L' Efprit des Loix, liv. xxv. chap. 1 o. According to 

this principle, Laud's indulgence to the catholics and feverity to the puritans, would admit of apology. 

I.own, however, that it is very queftionable, whether perfccution ea 1 in any cafe be jufiificd. 

looking. 
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Chap. VIII. looking the circumftances of the times, ferved rather to imflame that religious 
'
6
45· fury, which he meant to reprefs. But this blemilh is more to be regarded as a 

Montrofe's 
via:ories. 

. general imputation on the whole age, than any particular failing of Laud ; and 
~tis fufficient for hi~ vindication t{) obferve, that his errors were the moft excu .. 
fable of all thofe which prevailed during that zealous period. 

C H A P. IX; 

Montrofe's viCJories.-The new model of the army.-Battle of Na.feby. 
Surrender rJ Brijlol.--'Ihe weft conquered by Fairjax.-
Defeat rJ Montrqfe.-Ecclejiajlical qffairs.-King goes to the 
Scots at Newark.-End of the war.-King delivered up by the 
Scots. 

W HILE the King's affairs declined in England, fome events happened in 
Scotland, which feemed to promife him a more profperous iifue of the 

quarrel. 

BEFORE the commencement of thefe civil diforders, the Earl of Montrofe, 
a young Nobleman of a diftinguiihed family, returning from his travels, had 
been introduced to the King, and had made an offer of his fervices ; but by the 
infinuations of the Marquefs, afterwards Duke of Hamilton, who poffeffed much 
of Charles's confidence, he had not been received with that diftinction, to which 
he thought himfelf juftly intitled *. Difgufted with this treatment, he had for
warded all the violence of the covenanters; and agreeable to the natural ardour 
()f his genius, he had employed himfelf, during the firft infurretlion, with great 
zeal as well as fuccefs~ in levying and condutl:ing their armies. Being commiffioned 
by the Tables to wait upon the King, while the royal army lay at Berwick, he was fo 
won upon by the civilities and care.ffes of that monarch, that he thenceforth de
voted himfelf intirely, tho' fecretly, to his fervice, and entered into a clofe cor
refpondence with him. In the fecond Scottilh infurretl:ion, a great military com
n1and was entrufted to him by the covenanters; and he was the firft who paffed 
the Tweed, at the head of their troops, in the invafion of England. He found 
means, however, foon after to convey a letter to the King: And by the i.J fide
lity of fome about that Prince ; H~milton, as was by fome fufpeeted ; a copy of 

• Nalfon. Intr. p. 6 3· 

this 
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this letter was fent to Leven the Scots general. Being accufed of treachery and a Chap. IX. 

correfpondence with the enemy, Montrofe openly avowed the letter; and afked lv45· 

the generals, if they dared to call their fovereign an enemy : And by this bold and 

magnanimous behaviour, he efcaped the dange-r of an immediate profecution. 

As he was now fully known to be of the royal party, he no longer concealed his 
principles; and he endeavoured to draw thofe, who had entertained like fentiments 
into a bond of affociation for his mafl:er's ftrvice. Tho' thrown into prifon for 

this enterprize *, and detained fome time, he was not difcouraged ; but fl:ill con

tinued by his countenance aod proteCtion, to infufe fpirit into the di!lreifed royal
ifts. Among other perfons of difl:inetion, who united themfelves to him, was 

the Lord N apier of Merchifl.on, fon to the famous inventor of the looarithms 
0 ' 

the perfon to whom the title of a GREA
1
T MAN is more juftly due, than to any 

other whom his country ever produced. . 

THERE was in Scotland another party, who, profeffing equal attachment to the 

King's fervice, pretended only to differ with Montrofe about the means of attain

ing the fame end ; and of this party, Duke Hami1ton was the leader. That 

Nobleman had caufe to be extremely devoted to the King, not only by reafon of 

the connexion of blood, which united him to the royal family; but on account of 

the great confidence and favour, with which he had ever been honoured by · 
his mafter. Being accufed by Lord Rae, not without fome appearance or pro

bability, of a confpiracy againft the King ; Charles was fo far from harbouring 

fufpicion againft him, that the very firft time Hamilton came to court, he re
ceived him into his bed-chamber, and paifed alone the night with him f. But 

fuch was the Duke's unhappy fate or condutt, th~t he efcaped not the imputa
tion of treachery to his friend and fovereign ; and tho' he at laft facrificed his 
life in the King's fervice, his integrity and fincerity have not been thought by hif

torians entirely free from blemiil1. Perhaps, (and this is the moft probable opi
nion) the fubtilties and refinements of his conduCt and his temporizing maxims, 

tho' accompanied with good intentions, have been the chief caufe of a fufpicion, 

which has never yet been either fully proved or refuted. As much as the bold 
and vivid fpirit of Montrofe prompted him to enter prizing meafures, as much was 

the cautious temper of Hamilton inclined to fuch as were moderate and dilatory.; 
While the former foretold, that the Scots covenanters were fecretly forming an 

union with the Englith parliament, and inculcated the neceffity of preventing 

them by fome vigorous undertaking ; the latter ftill infifted, that every fuch at-

• It is not improper to take notice of a rniftake committed by ClareQdon, much to the difadvan
tage of this gallant Nobleman; that he offered the King, when his Majefiy was in Scotland, to affaf. 

finate Argyle. All the time the King was in Scotland, Montrofe was confined to prifon. Rulhw. 
vol. vi. p. 980. 

t Nalfon, vol. ii. p. 6SJ. 
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tempt would precipitate them into meafures, to which otherwife, they were no , 
perhaps inclined. After the Scots parliament was fummoned without the King's 
authority, the former exclaimed, that their intentions were now " vifible, and 
that if fome unexpecred blow was not ftruck, to diffi.pate them, they would arm 
the whole nation againft the King; the latter maintained the poffibility of out
voting the difaffetl:ed party, and fecuring, by peaceful means, the allegiance of 
the Scots nation*. Unhappily for the royal caufe, 1--Iamilton's reprefentations 
met with more credit from the King and Queen, than thofe of Montrofe; and 
the covenanters were allowed, without i 1terruption, to proceed in all their ho
fl:ile rneafures. Montrofe then hafrened to Oxford ; where his invectives againft 
I-Iamilton's treachery, concurring with the general pr poffeffion, and fi1pporred 
by the unfortunate event of his councils, we e entertained 'witl univerfal approba
tion. Influenced by the clamour of his party, more than ht. own fufp:cions, 
Charles, fo foon as Hamilton appeared, fent him prifoner to J endennis cafi~e in 

• Cornwall. His brother, Laneric, who was alfo put under co fi nement, found 
n1eans to make his efcape, and fly into Scotland. 

T'HE King's ears were now open to Montrofe's councils, who propofed none 
but the boldefi: and mofi: daring, agreeable to the defper 1 irate of he royal caufe 
in Scotland. Tho' the whole nation, ' was occupied by the 'Ovenanters, tho' great 
armies were kep,t on foot by them, and every place g arde by a vigilant admi
nifiration; he undertook, by his own credit, an a th- fe;w friends, who 
remained to the King, to raife fuch commoti01 s, as woul- foon oblige the male
t:ontents to recal thofe forces, which had fo fenfib ' y t own the balance in favour 
of the parliament t. Not difcouraged with the ddeat <,f Marfton moor, which 
rendered it impoffible for him to draw any fuccour from England ; he was content
ed eo ftipulate with the Earl of Antrim, a nobleman of lreland, for fome fupp1y 
of men from that co.untry. And he himfeif, changing his difguifes and pafiing 
thro' many dangers, arrived in Scotland ; where he lay concealed in the borders 
of the Highlands, and fecretly prepared the 1ninds of his partizans ~ r the a -
tempting forne great enterprize :f:. 

No fooner were the IrifJ1 landed, tho' not exceeding eleven hundred foot, 
very ill armed, than Montrofe c.~eclared hirnfelf, . and entered upon that 1cene of 
aCtion, which has rendered his name fo celebrated. About eight hundred of the 
men of Athole flocked to his ftandard. Five hundred men more, \Vho had been 
levied by the covenanters·, were perfuaded to embrace the royal c;mfe : Ano 
with this combined force, he hafl:ened to attack Lord Elcho, who lay at Pe th 
with an army of 6ooo men, a!ftmbled upon the firft news of the Iri!h invafion. 

• Cbrendon, vol. iii. p. 38o, 38 I. Rufhw. vol. vi. p. 980. Wifhart, cap. ii. · t \Viili<.rt, 
'ap. iii. :t: Clarendon, vol. v. p. 618. Rufhw. voJ. vi. p. g8z. Wiihart cap. it·. • 
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Montrofe, inferior in number, totally unprovided of horfe, ill fupplied with arms 
and ammunition, had nothing to depend on but the courage, which he himfelf, 

by his own example and the rapidity of his enterprizes, fuould infpire into his raw 
foldiers. Having received the fire of the enemy, which was anfwered chiefly 

with a volley of ftones, he ruihed amidft them witn his fword drawn, threw them 

into confufion, pufhed his advantage, and obtained a complete viCto.ry, with the 
flaughter of two thoufand of the covenanters'*. 

Chap. IX. 
164) ~ 

THIS victory, tho' it augmented the renown of Montrofe, increafed not h~s 
power nor numbers. The far greater part of the kingdom were extremely attach, 
ed to the covenant; and fuch as bore an affeCl:ion to the royal caufe, were terrified 
by the eftabliilied authority of the oppofite party. Dreading the fu perior power of 
Argy le, who, having joined his vatfals to a force levied by the public, was ap
proaching with a confiderable army ; Montrofe hafl:ened northwards, in order to 
rouze again the l.Ylarquefs of Huntley and the Gordons, who having before hafiily 
taken arms, had been inflantly fuppreffed by the covenanters. He was joined on 
his march by the Earl of Airly, with his two younger fons, Sir Thomas and Sir 
David Ogilvy : The eldeft was, at that time, a prifoner with the enemy. H 
attacked at Aberdeen the Lord Burley, who commanded a force of 2500 men. 

After a tharp combat, by his undaunted courage, which, in his fituation, was 
true policy, and was alfo not unaccompanied with military £kill, he put the 

enemy to flight, and in the purfuit did great execution upon them t. 
BuT by this fecond advantage, he obtained not the end, which he propofed. ' 

The envious nature of Huntley, jealous of Montroft's glory, rendered him 
averfe to join an army, where he himfelf muft be fo much eclipfed by the fupe
rior merit of the general. Argyle, reinforced by the Earl of Lothian, w~s be .. 
hind him with a great army: The militia of the northern counties, Murray, Rofs, 

Caithnefs, to the number of 5000, oppofed him in front, and guarded the banks 
of the Spey, a deep and rapid river. In order to elude thefe numerous armies, 

he turned afide into the hills, and faved his weak, but attive troops, in Badenoch. 
After fome marches and counter-marches, Argyle came up with him at Faivy
cafile. This Nobleman's character, tho' celebrated for political courage and 
conduCt, was very low for n1ilitary prowefs; and after fome ikirmiihes, in which 
he was worfted, he here allowed Montrofe to efcape him. By quick marches, 

thro' thefe inacceffible mountains, that general freed himfelf from the fuperior 

forces of the covenanters. 
SucH was the fituation of Montrofe, that very good or very ill fortune was 

equally aeftruCtive to him, and diminifhed his army. After every viCl:ory, his 
foldiers, greedy of fpoil, but deeming the fmalleft acquifition to be unexhauft-

• 1ft of September 1644• Ru1hw. vol. vi. p. 983. Wifuart, cap. v. 

ternber 1644· Rufit\v. vol. vl. p. 983. Wifuart, cap. vii. 

VoL. V. E cc 

t uth of Sep-

ea 

I 



... 394 H I S T 0 R Y o F G R E A T B R I T A I N, 
Chap. IX. ed riches, deferted in great numbers, and went home to fecure the trea:ures, which 1645· they had acquired. Tired too, and fpent with hafty and long mar::hes, in the depth of winter, thro' fnowy mountains, unprovided of every neceffary, they fell off, and left their general almoft alone with the Iri£h, who, ha\ing no place 

to which they could retire, frill adhered to him in every fortune. 
WITH thefe, and fon1e reinforcement of the Athole-men, and Macdonalds 

whom he had recalled, Montrofe fell fuddenly upon Argyle's country, and let loofe upon it the whole rage of war; carrying off the cattle, burning the houfes, 
and pucting the inhabitants to the fword. This feverity, by whi:h ).\fontrofe 
fullied his victories, was the refult of private animofity againft the :hieftain, as much as of zeal for the public caufe. Argy le, colleCting three thoufand men, 
marched in queft of the enemy, who had retired with their plunder ; and he 
Jay at Innerlochy, fuppofing himfelf ftill at a confiderable diftance from them. The Earl of Seaforth, at the head of the garrifon of lnvernefs, whc· were vete
ran foldiers, joined to 5000 new levied troops of the northern counties, preffed the royalHl:s on the other fide, and threatened them with inevitable deftruction~ 
By a quick and unexpected march, Montrofe haftened to Innerlod.y, and pre
fented himfelf in order of battle, before the furprized, but not affri@hted, cove
nanters. ArgyJe alone, feized with a panic, deferted his army, wh;> ftill main-zd of Feb. tained their ground, and gaye battle to the royalifts. After a vigoro~s refiftance, they were defeated, and purfued with great £laughter *. And the power of the Campbels (th~~ is Argyle's name) being thus broke ; the highlanden, who were in general well-affected to the royal caufe, began to join Montrofe's camp, in great 
numbers. Seaforth's army difperfed of itfelf, at the very terror of his name. 
~nd the Lord Gordon, eldeft fon to Huntley, having efcaped from his uncle Argy le, who had hitherto det~ined him, now joined Montrofe, with ne contempti
ble number of his followers~ at~nded by his brother the Earl of Aboin~. 

THE council at Edinburgh, alarmed at Montrofe's progrefs, began to think of a more regular plan of defence, againft an enemy, whofe repeated victories had rendered him extremely formidable. They fent for Baillie, an officer of rq~uta
tion, from England ; and joining him in command with Urrey, who had again inlifted himfelf among the King's enemies, they fent them to the field, with a con
fiderable army, againft the royalifts. Montrofe, with a detachment cf 8oo n1en, had attacked Dundee, a town extremely zealous for the covenant: And having -carried it by a1fault, had delivered it up to be plundered by his foldiers ; when 
Baillie and Urrey, with their whole force, were unexpeCtedly uron him t. 
His conduct and prefence of mind, in this emergence, appeared confpicuous. In
ftantly he called off his foldiers from plunder, put them in order, f( cured his 
~ ~ufhw. vol. vi. p. 985. Wifuart, c;1p. viii. 
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retreat by the moft fkilful meafures ; and having marched fixty miles in the face Cl.ap. IX. 
of an eriemy much fuperior, without ftopping, o.r allowing his foldiers the leaft 1645• 
fleep or refrefhment, he at laft fecured himfelf in the mountains. 

BA ILLIE and Urrey now divided their troops, in order the better to conduct: 
the war againft an enemy, who furprized them, as n1uch by the rapidity of his 
marches, as by the boldriefs of his enterprizes. Urrey, at the head of 4000 men 7 

met him at Alderne, near Invernefs ; and, encouraged by the fuperiority of 
number, (for the covenanters were double the royalifts) atta&ed him in the poft 
which he had chofen. Montrofe having placed his right wing in very firong 
ground, drew the beft of his forces to the other, and ]eft no main body between 
them; a defeCl: which he artfully concealed, by !bowing a few men thro' the 
trees and bufhes with which that ground was covered. That Urrey might have 
no leifure to perceive the firatagem, he inftantly led his left wing to the attack; 
and, making a furious impreffion upon the covenanters, drove them off the fiela, 
and obtained a complete vitl:ory *. In this battle, the valour of young Napier, 
fon to the Lord of that name, lhone out with fignalluftre. 

BAILLI E now advanced, in order to revenge U rrey's difcomfiture ; but, at 
Alford, he met himfelf with a like fate+. Montrofe, weak in cavalry, lined 
his troops of horfe with infantry ; and after putting the enemies horfe to rout, 
fell with united force upon their infantry, which were intirely cut in pieces, tho' 
with the 1ofs of the gallant Lord Gordon on the part of the royalifts :f:. And hav
ing thus prevailed in fo many battles, which his vigour ever rendered as decifive 
as they were fuccefsful ; he fummoned together all his friends and confederates, 
and prepared himfe)f for marching into the fouthern provinces, in order to put a 
total period to the power of the covenanters, and diffipate the parliament, which, 
with great pomp and folemnity, they had alfembled at St. Johnfton's. 

WHILE the fire was thus kindled in the north of the ifiand, it blazed out 
with no lefs fury in the fouth ; and the parliamentary and royal armies, as foon as 
the feafon would permit, prepared to take the field, in hopes of bringing their 
important quarrel to a quick decifion. The paffing the felf-denying ordinance 
had been protraCted by fo many debates and intrigues, that the fpring was far 
advanced before it received the fantl:ion of both houfes ; and it was thought dan
gerous by many to introduce fo near the time of aCtion, fuch great innovations 
into the army. Had not the punCtilious principles of Elfex engaged him, amidft 
all the difgufts which he received, to pay implicit obedience to the parliament; 
this alteration had not been effeCted without fome fatal accident: Since, not
withftanding the prompt refignation of his command, a mutiny was generally 

• Ruihw. vol. vii. p 229. Wifhart, cap. x. 
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Chap. rx~ apprehended*. Fairfax, or, more properly fpeaking, Cromwel under his name, 
•6+5· introduced, at laft, the new model into the army, and threw the whole troops 

into a different f1upe. From the fame men, new regiments and new companies 
were formed, different officers appointed, and the whofe military force put into 
.fuch hands, as the independents could rely on. Befides members of parliament 
who were excluded, many officers unwilling to ferve under the new generals, 
threw up their commiffions ; and unwarily facilitated the projetl; of putting the 
army entirely in~o the hands of that faction. 

Tao' the difcipline of the former parliamentary army was not contemptible, 
a more exact plan was introduced, and rigoroufiy executed, by thefe new corn· 
manders. Valour indeed was very generally diffufed over the one party as well as 
the other, during this period : Difcipline alfo was attained by the forces of the 
parliament : But the perfeCtion of the miiitary art, in concerting the general plans -
of aCl:ion~ and the operations of the field, feems ftill, on both fides, to have been, 
in a great meafure, wanting. Hifiorians at l~afr, perhaps from their own igno
rance and inexperienc~, have not remarked any thing but a headlong impetuous 
conduCt; each party hurrying to a batde-, where valour and fortune chiefly de
termined the fuccefs. The great ornament of hiftory, during thefe reigns, are 

· the civil, not the military tranfaCl:ions. 
Newmodd'of N.EVER furely was a more fingular army affembled, that that which was now 
the-army. fee on foot by the parliament. To the greateft number of the regiments, chap

lains were not appointed: The officers affumed the fpiritual duty, and united it 
with their military functions. During all the intervals of aB:ion, they occupied 
themfelves in fermons, prayers, exhortations ; and the fame emulation, there, at
tended them, which, in the field, is fo neceffary to fupport the honour of that pro
fe.ffion. Rapturous ecftafies fupplied the place of ftudy and reflection ; and while 
the zealous devotees poured out their thoughts in unpremeditated harangues, they 
miftook that eloquence, which, to their own furprize, as well as that of others, 
flowed in upon them, for divine illuminations, and for illapfes of the Holy Spi-
·c. Wherever they were quartered, they excluded the minifler from his pulpit ; 

and, mounting that tribunal, conveyed their fentiments to the audience, with 
all the authority,. which followed their power, their valour, their military ex
ploits, united to their appearing zeal and fervour. The private foldiers, feized 
with the fame fpirit, employed their vacant hours in prayer, in perufing the 
Holy Scriptures, in ghofHy conferences; where they compared the progrefs of 
their fouls in grace, and mutually ftimulated e"ch other to farther advances in 
the great work of their falvation. When marching to battle, the whole field 
refounded, as well with pfalms and fpiritual fongs adapted to the occafion, as 

• ltu!hw. vol. vii p .• ~, uz. 
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with the inftruments of military mufic *; and each man endeavoured to drown 
the fenfe of prefent danger, in the profpeCl: of that crown of glory which was 
fet before him. In fo holy a caufe, wounds were efteemed meritorious· death ' , 
martyrdom,; and the hurry and dangers of action, inftead of banilhing their 
pious vifions, ferved rather to imprefs their minds more ftrongly with then1. 

THE royali(ts endeavoured to throw a ridicule on this fanaticifm of the parlia-· 
mentary armies, without being fenfible how much reafon they had to apprehend 
its dangerous confequences. The forces, affembled by the King at Oxford, in 
the weft, and in other places, were equal, if not ftlperior in number, to their 
ad verfaries ; but atl:uated by a very different fpirit. That licence, which had 
been introduced by the want of pay, had rifen to a prodigious height among 
then1, and rendered them n1ore formidable to their friends than to their enemies. 
Prince Rupert, negligent of the people, fond of the foldiery, had indulged the 
troops in very unwarrantable liberties: Wilmot, a n1an of profligate ma.nnerstl 
had promoted the fame fpirit of diforder: And the licentious Goring, Gerrard, 
Sir Richard Gran:ville, now carried it to the greateft pitch of enormity. In the 
weft ef pecially, where Gonng commanded univerfal f poil and havoc were com
mitted; aHd the whole ountry was laid wafte by the unbounded rapine of the 
army. All difrinCtio '1 of Jarties being in a manner dropped ; the moft devoted 
friends of the chm h an c. monarchy wifhed there for fuch fuccefs to the parlia .. 
mentary force", ~ s might put an end to thefe opprdlions. The country people, 
defpoiled f th · fubftancc, flocked together in feveral places armed with clubs. 
and ftaves; a 1d tho' they profeffed an enmity to the foldiers of both parties, 
their hatred was in moft places levelled chiefly againft the royalifts, from whom 
they had met with the worft treatment. Many thoufands of thefe tumultuous. 
peafants were affembled in different parts of England; who deftroyed all fuc~ 
!haggling foldiers as they met with, and much infefted the armies t .. 

TaE difpofition of the forces on both fides, was as follows: Part of the 
Scots army was employed in taking Pomfret, and other towns in Yorkfuire: 
Part of it befiegt~ Car1iile, valiantly defended by Sir Thomas Glenham, Che
fter, where Biron commanded, had long been blockaded by Sir William Brereton;, 
and was redllced to great difficulties. The King, being joined by the Princes, 
Rupert and Maurice, lay at Oxford, with a confiderable army, about 15000 

men. Fairfax and Cromwel were pofted at Windfor, with the new modelled 
army, about 22,000 men. Taunton, in the county of Somerfet, defended 
by Blake, fuffered a long fiege from Sir Richard Granville, who comn1anded an 
army of about 8ooo men ; an tho' the defence bad been very obftinate, the: 

• Dugdale, p. 7· Rufuw vol. vi. p. :z8t • 
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Chap. IX. garrifon was now reduced to the I aft extremity. Goring commanded, in the weff, 
an army of nearly the fame number*. 

I 6:f5. 

ON opening the campaign, the King formed the project of relieving Chefier•; 
Fairfax, that of relieving Taunton. The King was firft in motion. When fie 
advanced to Draiton in Shropfhire, Biron rr1et him, and brought intelligence, that 
his approach had raifed the fiege, and that the parlia'mentary army was drawn off. 
Fairfax, having reached Sali!bury in his road weitward, received orders from 
the committee of both kingdoms, appomted for the management of the war, to 
return and lay fiege to Oxford, now expofed by the King's abfence. He obey
ed, after fending Colonel Weldon to the weft, with a detachment of 4000 men: · 
On Weldon's approach, Granville, who imagined that Fairfax with his whole 
army was upon him, raifed the fiege, and allowed this pertinacious town, now 
half taken and half burned, to ·receive relief: But the royalifts, being reinforced 
with 3000 horfe under Goring, again advanced to Taunton, and ihut up W e1.:. 
·don, with his fmall army, in that ruinous placet. 

THE King having effected his purpofe with regard to Chef1er~ returned fouth-· 
wards ; and, in his way, fat down before Leicefter, a garrifon of the parliament • . 
Having made a breach in the wall, he ftormed the town on all fides; and, after 
a furious affault, the foldiers entered fword in hand, and committed all thofe difor
ders, to which their natural violence, efpecially when enflamed by refiftance, is fo 
much addicted :f:'. A great booty was taken and diftributed among them : Fifteen 
hundred prifoners fell into the King's hands. This fuccefs, which ftruck a great 
terror into the parliamentary party, determined Fairfax to leave Oxford, which he 
was beginning to approach ; and march towards the King, with an intention of 
offering him battle. The King was advancing towards Oxford, in order to raife 
the fiege, which he apprehended was now begun ; and both armies, ere they 
were aware, had advanced within fix miles of each other. A council of war was 
called by the King, in order to deliberate concerning the meafures which he fbould 
now purfue. On the one hand, it feemed more prudent to delay the combat; 
becaufe Gerard, who lay in Wales with 3000 men, might be enabled, in a 
little time, to join the army ; and Goring, it was hoped, would foon be mafter 

'of Taunto.n, and having put the weft in full fecurity, would then un:te his 
forces to thofe of the King, and give hiJn an inconteftable fuperior4ry over the 
c:nemy. On the other hand, Prince Rupert, whofe boiling a.rdour fii:J pulhed 
him on to battle, excited the impatient humour of the nobility and gentry, of 
which the army was full ; and urged the many difficulties under which the roy
·alifts laboured, and from which nothing but a victory could rdieve them : The. 
refolution was taken of giving battle to Fairfax ; and the royal army immediately 
-advanced upon him. 
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AT N-afeby was fought, with forces nearly equal, this decifive and well-difputed Chap. tx. 
field, between the King and parliament. The main body of the royalifi:s was 1645.• 

commanded hy the King: The right wing, by Prince Rupert : The left, by Sir ~~t;;~Y~f 
Marmaduke Langdale. Fairfax, feconded by Skippon, placed himfelf in the 
main body of the oppofite army : Cromwel in the right wing : Ireton, Cromwel's 
fon-in-law, in the left. Tha charge was begun, with his ufual celerity and ufual. 
fuccefs, by Prince Rupert. Tho' Ireton made flout refiftance, and even after he 
was run through the thigh with a pike, ftill maintained the combat, till he was 
taken prifoner; yet was that whole wing broke, and purfued with precipitate 
fury by Rupert: He was even fo inconfiderate as to lofe time in fummoning and 
attacking the artillery of the parliament, which had been )eft with a good guard 
of infantry. The King led on his main body, and difplayed, in this attion, all 
the con duB: of a prudent general,. and all the valour of a ftout foldier *. Fairfax 
and Skippon encountered him, and well fupported that reputation, whic;h they 
had acquired. Skippon, being dangerouOy wounded, was defired by Eairfax to 
leave the field ; but declared that he would remain there as long as one man 
maintained his ground t. The infantry of the parliament ')Vas broke, and preffed 

, upon by the King; till Fairfax, with great prefence of mind, brought up the re
ferve and renewed the combat. Meanwhile, Cromwel, having led on his troops 
to the attack of Langdale, overbore the force of the royalifts, and by his pru
dence improved that advantage, which he had gained by his valour. Having 
purfued the enemy about a quarter of a mile, and detached fome troops to prevent 
their rallying; he turned back upon the King's infantry, and threw them into the 
utmoft confufion. One regiment alone preferved its order unbroken, tho' twice 
defperately affailed by Fairfax: and that general, excited by fo fteady a refiftance, 
ordered Doyley, the captain of his life-guard, to give them a third charge in front, 
while he himfelf attacked them in rear. The regiment was broke. Fairfax, 
with his own hands, killed an enfign, and having feized the colours, gave them 
to a foldier to keep for him. The foldier afterwards boafl:ing that he had won 
this fpoil, was reproved by Doyley, who had feen the action: Let bim retain that · 
honour, faid Fairfax, I have to day acquired enough bejide :f:. 

PRINCE RuPERT, fenfible too late of his error, left the fruitlefs attack on 
the enemy's artillery, and joined the King, whofe infantry was now totally dif .. 
comfited. Charles exhorted this body of cavalry not to defpair, and cried aloud 
to them, One charge more, and we recover the day§. But the difadvantages, under 
which they laboured, were too evident ; and they could by no means be induced 
to renew the combat. Charles was obliged to quit the field, and leave the vic
tory to the enemy 11. The flain, on the fide of the parliament, exceeded thofe-

• Whitlocke, p. 146. t 1 Rufhw. vol. vii. . 43· Whitlocke, p. I45· t Whitlocke, 
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Chao r 5(. on the fide of the King : They ~ofi: a thoufand men ; he not above eight hundred. 
But Fairfax made soo officers prifoners and 4000 private men; took all the 
King's artillery and an1munition, and total1y diffipated his infantry : So that 
fcarce any viCtory could be more complete, than that which he obtained. ' 

AM oNo the other fpoils, was feized the King's cabinet, with the copies of his 
letters to the ~een, which the parliament afterwards ordered to be publilhed *. 
They chafe, no doubt, fuch of them as they thought would refleCt moft difho- • 
nour upon him : Yet upon the whole, the letters are wrote with delicacy and 
tendernefs, and give an advantageous idea both of the King's genius and morals. 
A mighty fondnefs, 'tis true, and attachment, he expreffes to his confort, and 
often profeffes that he never would embrace meafures difagreeable to her : But 
fuch declarations of civility and confidence are not always to be taken in a literal 
fenfe. And fo legitimate an affetl:ion, avowed by the laws of God and man, 
may, perhaps, be excufable towards a woman of beauty and fpirit, even tho' 
1he was a papift t. 

THE Athenians, having intercepted a letter wrote by their enemy, Philip of 
Macedon, to his wife Olympia ; fo far from being moved by a curiofity of pry
ing into the fecrets of that relation, immediatefy fent the letter to the Qyeen un
opened. Philip was not their fovereign '; nor were they inflamed with that violent 
animofity againft him, which attends all civil commotions. 

AFTER the battle, the King retreated with that body of horfe, which remained 
in tire, firft to Hereford, then to Abergavenny ; and remained fome time in Wales, 
from the vain hope of raifing a body of infantry in thofe harraffed and exhaufted 

17th of June. quarters. Fairfax, having firft retaken Leicefter, which was furrendered upon 
articles, began to deliberate concerning his future enterprizes. A letter was 
brought him, wrote by Goring to the King, and unfortunately entrufied to a fpy of 
F airfax. Goring informed the King, that, in three weeks time, he hoped to be 
mafter of Taunton ; after which he would join his Majefty with all the forces of 
the weft; and entreated him, in the mean while, to avoid coming to any aCtion 
with the enemy. This letter, which, had it been fafely delivered, had probably 
prevented the battle of Nafeby, ferved now to direCt the councils of Fairfax :f:. 

• Clarendon, vol. iv. p. 658. 
t Hearne has publifhed the following extraa from a manufcript work of Sir Simon n· Ewes, who 

was no mean man in the parliament party: ''On Thurfday the 3oth and laft day of this inftant, June, 
" 1625, I went to Whitehall, purpofely to fee the Q!een, which I did fully all the time fhe fat at 
" dinner. I perceived h€r to be a moft abfolute delicate lady, after r had exattly furveyed all the fea
H tares of her face, much enli\'ened by her radiar:t and fparkJing black eye~. Befidcs, her deport
" ment among her women was fo fweet and humble, and her fpeech and looks to her other fervants fo 
• • mild and gracious, as I could not abftain from divers deep-fetched fighs, to confider, trat fhe wan&
•' ed the knowledge of the true religion." See Preface to the Chronicle of Dunftable; p. 64. 
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} fter leaving a body of 3000 men to Pointz and Roffiter, with orders to attend Chap. IX. 
' h f 1645. the Kings motions, e marched immediately to the weft, with a view o faving 

Taunton, and furprefiing the only confiderable force which now remained to the 
royalifrs. 

IN the beginning of the campaign, Charles, apprehenfive of the event, had 
fent the Prince of Wales, now fifteen years of age, to the weft, with the title of 
general, and had given orders, if he was preffed by the enemy, that he fhould 
make his efcape into a foreign country, and fave one part of the royal family from 
the violence of the parliament. Prince Rupert had thrown himfelf into Brifto1, 
with ao intention of defending that important city. Goring commanded the army 
before Taunton. 

ON Fairfax's approach the fiege of 'raunton was raifed; and the royalifrs retir- toth of July• 

eel to Lam port, an open town in the county of Somerfet. Fairfax attacked then1 
in that poft, beat them from it, killed about 300 men, and took 1400 prifoners *. 
After this advantage, he fat down before Bridgewater, a town efteemed fl:rong, 
and of great confequence in that country. When he had entered the outer town 

\ by ftorm, Windham the governor, who had retired into the inner, immediately ca-
pitulated, and delivered the place to Fairfax. The garrifon, to the nutnber 6f 23d of July, 

26oo n1en, were made prifoners of war. 
F AIRF AX having next taken Bath and Sherborne, refolved to fit down before 

Briftol ; and made great preparations for an enterprize, which, from the ftrength 
of the garrifon, and the reputation of Prince Rupert, the governor, was deemed 
of the laft importance. But, fo precarious in mofi: men is this quality of military 
courage 1 a poorer defence was not made by any town, during the whole war: 
And the general expeCtations were here extremely difappointed. No fooner had 
the parliamentary forces entered the lines by ftorm, than the Prince capitulated, 
and delivered up the city to Fairfax t. A few days before, he had wrote a letter 1 rth of Sept. 

to the King, in which he undertook to defend the place for four months, if no 
mutiny obliged him to furrender it. Charles, who was forming fchemes, and Su:rendcr of 

colleCting forces, for the relief of Briftol, was aftonifhed at fo unexpected an event, Brdlol. 

which was little lefs fatal to his party than the defeat of Nafeby :f:. Full of indig-
nation, he inftantly recalled all Prince Rupert's commiffions, and fent him a pafs 

to go beyond [ea §. , 
THE King's affairs now went faft to ruin in all quarters. The Scots, having 

made themfelves mafters of Carlifle H, after an obfi:inate fiege, nurched fouth· 
wards, and laid fiege to Hereford ; but were obliged to raife it on the King's ap
proach: And this was the laft glimpfe of fuccefs, which attended his arms. Hav ... 

•Rufhw.vol.vii. p. 55· t lbid.p. 83. t Clarendon, vol. iv.p.69o. Walker, p. 137. 

§ Clarendon, vol. iv. p. 695. ~ 28th of June. 

VoL. V. F f f in 



402 H I S ·T 0 R Y o F G R E A T B R I T A l N. 

Chap. IX. ing marched ro the relief of Chefter, which was anew befieged by the parliament:-- . 16
45· ary forces under Colonel Jones ; Pointz attacked his rear, and forced him to give 

Z . .fth of Sept. battle. While the fight was continued with great obfl:inacy, and victory feemed 
to incline to the royalifl:s; ]ones fell upoQ them from the other ilde, and put them 
to rout with the lofs of 6oo £lain and I ooo prifoners *. The King ,with the re
mains of his broken army, fled to . Newark, . and from thence efcaped to Oxford, 
where he fhut himfelf up during the winter feafon. 

'I'H E news,. w hi eh he received from all fides, were no lefs fatal than thofe events; 
which paffed where he himfelf was prefent. Fairfax and Cromwel, after the 
fi1rrender of Brifto1, having divided their forces, the former marched weftwards, 
in order to corn pleat the conqueft of Devonfhire and Cornwall ; the latter attacked 
the King's garrifons which lay to the eafl: of Briflol. The Devizes was furrender
ed to Cromwel ; Berkeley caftle was taken by ftorm ; Winchefter capitulated ; 
Bafing-houfe was entered fword in hand : And all thefe middle counties of Eng
land were, in a little time, reduced to obedience under the parliament. 

1 64-tS. THE fame rapid and uninterrupted fuccefs attended Fairfax. The parliament-
T he ~e~ con- ary forces, elevated by paft victories, governed by the m oft rigid difcipline~ met . 
F~~x. Y with no equal oppofition from troops, difmayed by repeated defeats, and corrupt-

cl by licentious manners. After beating up the quarters of the royalifl:s at · 
18th .of Jan. Bovey,-Tracy, Fairfax fat down before Dartmouth, and in a few days entered it 

by ftorm. Poudram ea file being taken by him, , and Exeter blockaded on all fides ; · t .gth of Feb. 
Hopton, a man of merit, who now commanded the royalifts, having advanced to 
the relisf of that town with an army of 8ooo men, met wich the parliamentary 
army at T orrington; where he was defeated, all his foot diiperfed, and he himfelf. 
with his horfe obl'ged to retire into Cornwall. Fairfax followed him, and vigo
roufly purfued the viCtory. Having enclofed the royalifl:s at Truro, he forced the · 
whole army confifring of sooo men, chiefly cavalry, to furrender upon terms. 
The foldiers, delivering up their horfes and arms, were allowed to difband, and 
received twenty fuillings a-piece, to carry them to their own houfes. Such of the 
officers, as defired it, .had paffes to retire beyond fea: 'Tihe others, having promifed 
never more to bear arms, paid compoGtions to the parliament t, and procured 
their pardon :k· And thus Fairfax, after taking Exeter, which corn pleated the 
conqu~ft of the weft; marched, with his viCtorious army, to the centre of the 
kingdom, and fixed his camp at Newbury. The Prince of Wales, in purfuance 

• Rufhw. vol. vii . p. I 17. 
t Thefe compolltions were different, according to the demerits of the perfon: But •by a rote 

of the houfe they could not be under two years rent of the delinq~ent's eftate. }ot1rn. 11th of Auguft 
1618. Whitlocke, p. t6o. 

t Rufhw. vol. vii. p. J o8 .. . 
~ ~ 



of the'King's orders, retired to Scilly, then to Jerfey; from whence he went to 
.Paris; where he joined the ~een, who had fled thither from Exeter, at the 
time the Earl of Effex conduCl:ed the parliamentary army to the weft. 

IN the other parts of England, Hereford was taken by furprize : Chefter fur
rendered ·: Lord Digby, who had attempted, with 1200 horfe, to break into 
Scotland and join Montrofe, was defeated at Sherburn in Yorkil1ire, by Colonel 
Copley; his whole force difperfed; and he himfelf obliged to fly, firft to the ifie 
of Man~ and thence into Ireland. News too arrived that Montrofe himfelf, after 
fome more fucceffes, was at laft routed ; and this only remaining hope of the royal 
party finally extingui!hed. 

WHEN Montrofe defcended into the fouthern counties, the covenante rs, af
fembling their whole force, met him with a numerous arm y:, and gave him b.1 ttle, 
but without fuccefs, at Kilfyth *· This was the moft complete viCtory which 
Montrofe ever obtained. The royalifts put to fword fix thoufand of their enemies, 
and left the covenanters no remains of any army in Scotland. The whole kingdon1 
was !hook with theferepeated fucceffes; and many noblemen, who fecretly favour
ed the royal caufe, now declared openly for it, when they faw a force able to 
fupport then1. The Marquefs of Douglas, the Earls of Annandale and Hartfield, 
he Lords Fleming, Seton, Maderty, Carnegy, with many others, flocked to 

the royal ftandard. Edinburgh opened its gates, and gave liberty to all the 
prifoners, which were there detained by the covenanters. Among the reft, was 
the Lord Ogi vy, fon to Airly, whofe family had contributed extremely to the 
viCtory, obtained at Kilfyth t. 

DAVID LESLY was detached from the army in England., and marched to the 
relief of his difrreffed party in Scotland. Montrofe advanced ftill farther to the 
fouth, allured by vain hopes, both of rouzing to arms the Earls of Hume, Tra· 
quaire, and Roxborough, who had promifed to join him ; and of obtaining fron1 
England fame fupply of cavalry, of which he ftood in great need. By the negli
gence of his fcouts, LeOy, at Philip~haugh in the Forreft, furprized his army, 
much diminifhed in numbers, from the defertion of the Highlanders, who had 
retired to the hills, according to cuftom, in order to fecure their plunder. After 
a !harp confliB:, where Montrofe exerted ·the moft heroic valour, his forces were D 1:'. f 

ereat o 
Touted by Lefiy's cavalry :f:. And he himfelf was obliged to fly with his broken Montrvfe. 

forces into the mountains; where he again prepared himfelf for new battles and 
new enterprizes §. 

THE covenanters ufed the viCl:ory with great rigour. Their prifoners, Sir 
Robert Spotif wood, fecretary of ftate, and fon to the late primate, Sir Philip 

J 

'*15th of Auguft 1645· t Rufhw. vol. vii. p. 230, 231. '\V'!lu~rt, cap. xiii. t I 3th of Sept. 

1645• § Ruiliw. vol. vii. p z 3 I. 
F f f 2 Nifbet, 
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Chap. JX. Nifbet, Sir William Rollo, Colonel Nathaniel Gordon, Andrew Guthry, foil 
16+6

· to the biil1op of Murray, vVilliam Murray, fon to the Earl of Tullibardine, 
were condemned and executed The foie crime, imputed to the fecretary, was 
the delivering to Montrofe the King's commiffion to be captain general of Scot
land. Lord Ogilvy, who was again taken prifoner, would have undergone the 
fame fate, had not his fifl:er found n1eans to procure his efcape, by changing 
cloaths with him. For this inftance of courage and dexterity, fhe met with very 
harfh ufage. The clergy folicited the parliament that more royalifis might be 

• executed; but could not obtain their requell: *. 
AFTER all thefe repeated difaflers, which, every where, befel the royal party, 

there remained only one body of troops, on which fortune could exercife her 
.!zd_cfMarch. rigour. Lord Aftley with a [mall army of 3coo men, chiefly cavalry, march-

ing to Oxford, in order to join the King, was met at Stowe by Colonel Morgan, 
and utterly defeated; himfelf being taken prifoner. " You have done your 
" work," faid Aftley to the parliamentary officers; " and may now go to play,, 
." unlefs you choofe to fall out among yourfelves t." 

THE condition of the King during this whole winter, was, to the lafr degree, 
difaflrous and melancholy. As the dread of ills is commonly more oppreffive 
than their real prefence, perhaps in no period of his life was he more jufrly the 
object of compaffion. His vigour of mind, which, tho' it fometimes failed hitn 
in acting, never deferted him in his fufferings, was what alone fupported him ; 
and he was determined, as he wrote to Lord Digby, if he could not live as 
a king to die like a gentleman ; nor fhould any of his friends, he faid, 
ever have reafon to blulh for the prince, whom they had fo unf.ortunately fer
ved :f:. The murmurs of difcontented officers, on the one hand, harra.!fed their 
m happy fovereign; while they over- rated thofe fervices and fufferings, which, 

they now faw, muft, for ever, be unrewarded§. The affectionate duty, on the 
other hand, of his more generous friends, who refpeeted his misfortunes and his 
virtues, as much as his dignity, muft have wrung his heart with new forrow;. 
when he reflected, that fuch difinterefted attachment would fo foon be expofed to 
the rigour of his implacable enemies. Repeated attempts, which he made for 
a. peaceful and equitable accommodation with the parliament, ferved to no pur .. 
pofe, but to convince them that the viCtory was intirely in their hands. They 

ljl Guthry's Memoirs. Rufhw. vol. vii: p. 232. 

t Rufhw. vo1. vii. p. 141. It was the fame Aftley, who, before he charged at ·the battle of Edgehill, 
n1ade this fuort p'rayer: " 0 Lord! th~ u kno:v.JejJ how lNif.y I mu.ft be this day: If I forget thee, do not 
thouforget me. And with that rofe up, and cried, March on, boys. Warwick, p. 229. There were 
certainly much longer prayers faid in the parliamentary army, but I doubt if there was fo good a. one 

~ Carte.'s Ormond, vol. iii. No. 433· . §Walker, p . I~-7• 

deigned 
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deigned not to make the leaft reply to feveral. of his meffages, in which he de· Chap. I~ •. 

fired a paffport for commi.flioners *.. At lafl:: after reproaching him with the 1
64

6
, 

blood fpilt during the war, they told him, that they were preparing bills for 

him, and his paffing them would be the befl:: pledge of his inclination tO· 

wards peace : In other words he mufl:: yield at difcretion -f. l-Ie defired a 
perfonal treaty, and offered to come to London upon receiving a fafe conduct _ 
for himfelf and his attendants: They abfolutely refufed him accefs, and iffued 

orders for the guarding, that is, feizing, his perfon, in cafe he fhould attempt to 
vifit them :J:. A new accident, which happened in Ireland, ferved to inflame the 

minds of men, and to increafe thofe calumnies, with which his enemies had fo 

n1uch loaded him, and which he ever regarded as the mofr grievous part of his 

misfortunes. 
AFTER the ceffation with the Iriih rebels, the King was defirous of conclud

ing a final peace with them, and obtaining their affiftance in England : And he 

gave authority to Onnond, Lord lieutenant, to promife them an abrogation of. 
all the penal laws, enaCted againft catholics; together with the fufpenfion of 
Paining's fiatute, with regard to fame particular bills, which fhould be agreed on·. 

Lord Herbert, created Earl of Glamorgan, (tho' his patent had not yet paffed 

the feals) having occafion for his private affairs to go to Ireland, the King con
fidered that this Nobleman, being a catholic, and allied to the befi: Iri!h families, 

might be of fervice : He alfo forefaw, that farther conceffions with regard to• 
religion might probably be demanded by the bigoted lriih ; and that as thefe 
conceffions, however neceffary, would give great fcandal to the proteflant zea

lots in his three kingdoms, it would be requifite both to conceal them during 
fo~e time, and to preferve Ormond,s character, by giving privately authority to 

Glamorgan to conclude and fign thefe articles. But as he had a better opinion 

of Glamorgan's zeal and affection for his fervice, than of his capacity, he in1' 

joined hin1 to communicate all his meafures to Ormond ; and tho' the final con

clufion of the treaty muft be performed only in Glamorgan's own name, he was 
required to be direCted, in the fteps towards it, by the opinion of the Lord 

lieutenant. Glamorgan, bigoted to his religion, and paffionate for the King's 

fervice, but guided in thefe purfuits by no manner of judgment or difcretion; 

fecretly, of himfelf, without any communication with Ormond, concluded ·a . 
peace with the council of Kilkenny, and agreed in the King's .name, that the 

Iri!h fhould enjoy all the churches, which they had eyer been in poffeffion of, 
fince the commencement of their infurreB:ion ; on condition that they fhould 
affifi: the King in England with a body of ten thoufand men. This tranfa&io 

was difcovered by accident. The titular archbifhop of Tuam being kiiled by a 
/ 

• Ru!hw. vol. vii. P· 2 Is' &c. t Ru!hw. vol. vii. P· 217, 219· Clarendon., vol. iv~ 
p. 744.. t Rulhw. vol. vii. p. 249· Clarend. vol. iv. P· 741} flU .. 

3· 
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fally of the garrifon of Sligo, the articles of the treaty were found among his 
baggaO'e, and were immediately publifhed every where, and copies of them fent 
over t~ the Englifh parliament*. The Lord lieutenant and Lord Digby, forefeeing the clamour which would be raifed againft the King, committed Gla
morgan to prifon, charged him with high treafon for his temerity, and main
tained that he had acted altogether without any authority fron1 his Majefty. The 
Englifu parliament likewife negletl:ed not fo favourable an opportunity of re-

·1living the old clamour with regard to the King's favour of popery, and accufed 
him of delivering over, in a manner, the whole kingdom of Ireland to that 
hated feet. The King told them, " That the Earl of Glamorgan having made 
" an offer unto him to raife forces in the kingdom of Ireland, and to conduct 
" them into England for his 'Majefl:y's fervice, had a commiffion to that pur
" pofe, and to that purpofe only, and that he had no commiffion at all to treat 
" of any thing elfe, without the privity and direction of the Lord lieutenant, 
'' much lefs to capitulate any thing concerning religion, or any property belong-

'" ing eithe-r to church or laity." t Tho' this declaration feems to be agreeable 
to truth, it gave no fatisfaetion to the parliament ; and fome hifi:orians, -even at 
prefent, when the antient bigotry is univerfally abated, are defirous of reprefent
ing this very innocent tranfatl:ion, in which the King was engaged by the n1oft 
violent neceffity, as a ftain on the memory of that unfortunate prince :j:. 

HAVING 

• Rufhw. vol. vii. p. 239• t Birch, p. I 19. t Dr. Birch has wrote a treatife on this fubjea, with all that care and accuracy, by which he has been enabled to throw light on many paifages of the Englifh hifiory. It is not my bufinefs to oppofe any flcts contained in that gentleman's performance. 1 fhall only produce arguments, which prove that Glamorgan, when he received his private commiffion, had injunctions from the King to atl: alto• gether in conce1t with Ormond. I. It feems to be imply'd in the very words of the commiffion. Glamorgan is empowered and autnorired to treat and conclude with the confederate Roman catholics in Ireland, "If upon neceffity any (articles) be condefcended unto, wherein the King'-s lieutenant " cannot f"O well be feen in_, as not •fit for us at prefent publickly to own.'' Here no articles are mentioned, which are not fit to be communicated to Ormond, but only not fit for him and the King publickly to be feen in, and to avow. z. The King's protefration to Ormond, ought, both on account of that prince's charaCler. and the reafons he affigns, to have the greatefl: weight. The words are thefe, " Ormond, I cannot but add to my long letter, that, upon the word of a chriftian, " I never intended Glamorgan Ib.ould treat any thing without your approbation, much lefs without " your knowledge. For befides the injury to you, I was always diffident of his judgment (tho' I " could not think him fo extremely weak as now to my coft I have founq ;) which you may eafily " perceive in a poftfcript of a le!ter of mine to you." Carte, vol. ii. App. xxiii. It is impoffible that any man of honour, however he might dtifernble with his enemies, would aifert a falfehood in .. fo folemn a manner to his beft friend ; cfpecially where that perfon muft have had opportunities of knowing the truth. The letter, whofe pofifcript is mentioned by the King, is to be found in Carte, vol. ii. A pp. xiii. 3· Mr. Carte has publi!hed a whole feries of the King's correfpondence with Ormend, from the time that Glamorgan came into Ireland; and it is evident that Charles all along confiders the lord lieutenant as the only perfon who was condueling the negotiations with the IrHh, 
Th 
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HAVING loft all hope of prevailing over the rigour of the parliament, either 
by arms or by treaty, the only refource, which remained to the King, confifred 
in the inteftine diffentions, which ran very high among the parties. Prefbyte
rians and independents, even before their viCtory was fully compleated, fell into' 
high conteft:s about the divifion of the fpoil, and their religious as well as civil 
difputes agitated the whole nation. 

THE parliament, tho' they had very early abolifhed epifcopal authority, had 
not, during fo long a time, fubftituted any other in its place ; and their commit
tees of religion had hitherto affumed the whole ecclefiaftical jl.lrifdittion : But · 

The 31ft of July, 164-5, after the battle of Nafeby, being reduced to great firaits, he writes earnefi

ly to Ormond to conclude a peace upon certain conditions mentioned, much inferior to thofe granted· 

by Glamorgan ; and to come over himfelf with all the Irifh he cou1d engage in his fervice. Carte, 

vol. iii. No. 400. This would have been a great abfurdity, if he had already fixed a different canalp 

by which, on very different conditions, he propC!fed to eil:ablifh a peace. On the zzd of OB:ober, as 

his d1fireffes multiply, he fomewhat enlarges the conditions, tho' they frill fall fbort of Glamorgan's: 

Chap. IX. 
164~· 

A new abfurdity! See Carte, vol. iii. p. 411. 4• But what is equivalent to a demonfiration, that 

Glamorgan was confcious that he had no powers to conclude a treaty on thefe terms, or without con

fulting the lord lieutenant, and did not even expeCt:, that the King would ratify the articles, is the de- . 

feazance, which he gave to the Irilh council at the time of figning the treaty. " The Earl of Gla

''· morgan does no way intend hereby to oblige his Majefiy other than he himfelf fhall pleafe, after 

'' he has received thefe Io,ooo men, as a pledge and teftimony of the faid Roman catholics' loyalty . 

" and fidelity to his Majefty ; yet he promifes faithful1y, upon his word and honour, not to acquaint 

" his Majefty with this defeazance, till he had endeavoured, as far as in him lay, to induce his Ma

" jefty to the granting of the particulars in the faid articles : But that done, the faid commiffioners 

" difcharge the faid Earl of Glamorgan, both in honour and confcience, of any farther engagement 

" to them therein; tho' his Majefiy fhould not be pleafed to grant the faid particulars .in the ar

" tides mentioned ; the faid Earl having given them affurance, upon his word, honour, and volun

u tary oath, that he would never, to any perfon whatfoever, difcover this defeazance in the interim, 

" without their confents.'' Dr. Birch, p. 96~ All Glamorgan's view was to get troops for the 
King's fervice, without hurting his own honour or his mafier's. The wonder only is, why the Irifh 

accepted a treaty, which bounCl no body, and which the very perfon, who concludes it, feems to 

confefs he does not expeCt: to be ratified. They probably hoped, that the King would, from their fer- .. 

vices, be more eafily induced to ratify a treaty which was concluded, than to confent to its conclufion. 

This note is fomewhat different from that publifhed in the firft edition. On a review, I do not find 

that the King ever pofitively affirmed that Glamorgan's powers-were forgenes. He fays not fo in his 

declaration to the parliament above-cited. In his letter to Orrnond and the.Irifh council, he feems 

even to acknowledge their reality; at leafi fays that he might poffibly have given him fome powers 

to treat ; tho' he always enjoined him to act in fubordination to the lord lieutenant. Carte, vol. iii. 

P· 4254 

Dr. Birch, in page 36o, has publifhed a letter of the King's to Glamorgan, where he fays, 

'' -Howbeit I know you cannot be but confident of my, making good all inftruttions and promifes to 

" you and the nuncio." But it is to be remarked, that this letter is dated in April 5, 1646 ; after 

there had b~en a new negotiation entered into between Glamorgan and the Irifh, and after a provi- ~ 
:fional treaty had even been concluded between them. See Dr. Birch, p. 179• The King's affurances, , 

therefore, c~n plainly relate·only to this recent tranfatlion. The .old treaty had long been difavow- . · 

ed by the King, and fuppofed by all parties to be annulled • . 
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they now eftablifhed, by an ordinance, the prelbyterian government in all its 
forms of co1tgrego..tional, cla.ffical, provincial, and national affemblies. All the in· 
l1abitants of each parifh were ordered to meet and chufe elders, on whom, to· 
gether with the minifter, was befiowed the intire direction of all fpiritual con
cerns within the congregation. A number of neighbouring parifhes, commonly 
between twelve and twenty, formed a daffis ; and the court, which governed 
this divifion, was compofed of all the minifters, together with two, three, or 
four elders chofen from each parifh. The provincial a.lfembly retained an in
fpeCl:ion over feveral neighbouring cla.lfes, and was compofed intirely of clergy
men : The national affembly was conftituted in the fame manner; and its au
thority ex~ended over the whoJe kingdom. 'Tis probable, that the tyranny exer
cifed by the Scots Clergy, had given warning not to allow laymen a place in the 
provincial or national a.lfemblies ; left the nobility and more confiderable gentry, 
foliciting a feat in thefe great ecclefiaftical courts, fhould beftow a confideration 
upon them, and render them, in the eyes of the multitude, a rival to the parlia
l11ent. In the inferior courts, the tnixt~;ue of the laity might ferve rather totem
per the zeal of the clergy *. 

BuT tho' the prefbyterians, by the eftablifhment of parity among the eccle
fiaftics, were fo far gratified, they were denied fatisfaction in feveral other points, 
on which they were extremely intent. The affembly of divines had voted pref
bytery to be of divine right: The parliament refufed their a.lfent to that decifion t. 
Selden, Whitelocke, and other political reafoners, affi!l:ed by the independents, 
had prevailed in this important deliberation. They thought, that had the bigoted 
religionifts been able to get their heavenly charter recognized, the prefbyters would 
foon become more dangerous to the magiftrate than had ever been the prelatical 
clergy. Thefe latter, while they claimed to themfelves a divine right, admitted 
of a like origin to civil authority : The former, challenging to th€ir own order a 
celeftial pedigree, derived the legiflative power from no more dignified a fource 
than the voluntary affociation of the people. 

UNDER colour of keeping the facraments from profanation, the clergy of all 
chriftian feB:s had affumed, what they call the power of the keys, or the right 
cf fulminating excommunication. The example of Scotland was a fufficient lef. 
fon for the parliament to make provifion againft fo fevere a tyranny. They de
termined, by an ordinance, all the cafes in which excommunication could be ufed. 
They allowed of appeals to the parliament from all ecclefiaftical courts. And 
they appointed commiffioners in each province to judge of fuch cafes as fell not 
within their ordinance :f=. So much civil authority, intermixed with the ecclefi
;tftical, gave difguft to all the zealots. 

* R 1\.. 1 " ' umw. vo. vu. p. 224. 

:f. Rufuw. vol. vii. p. zxo. 
t Whitlocke, p. xo6. Ru!hw. vol. vii, p. z6o, z6r. 
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BuT nothing was attended with more univerfal fcandal than the propenfi ty of Ch:: p. TX. 

many in the parliament towards a toleration of the proteftant fecbries. The 1646· 

prefbyterians exclaimed, that this inrlulgence made the church of Chrift refemble 
N oah's ark, and rendered it a receptacle for ... all unclean beafis. They infi f1:ed, 
that the leaft of all Chrifl's truths was fuperior to all political confiderations *. 
They maintained the eternal obligation of their covenant to extirpate herefy and 
fchifm. And they menaced all their opponents with the fame rigid perfecution, 
of which they had, themfelves, fo loudly complained, when held in fubjeCtion by 
the hierarchy. 

So great prudence and referve, in fuch material points, does great honour to 
the parliament ; and proves, that, notwithftanding the prevalence of bigotry · and 
fanaticifm, there were many members, who had more enlarged views, and paid 
regard to the civil interefi:s of fociety. Thefe men, uniting themfelves to the en
thufiafrs, whofe genius is naturally averfe to clerical ufurpations, exercis'd fo jea
lous an authority over the affembly of divines, that they allowed them nothing 
but the liberty of tendering advice, and would not entruft them even with the 
power of electing their own chairman or his fubftitute, or of fupplying the vacan
cies of their own members. 

WHILE the difputes were canvaifed by theologians, who engaged in their [pi
ritual contefts every order of the ftate ; the King, tho' he entertained hopes of 
reaping advantage from thefe divifions, was much at a lofs what fide it would be 
1noft for his intereft to comply with. The prefbyterians were, by their principles, 
the leaft averfe to regal authority ; but were rigidly bent on the extirpation of 
prelacy : The independents were refolute to lay the foundations of a republican 
government; but as they pretended not to ereCl: themfelves into a national church, 
it might be hoped, that, if gratified with a toleration, they would admit the re
eftablifhment of the hierarchy. So great attachment had the King to epifcopal 
jurifdittion, that he was ever inclined to put it in balance even with his own 
power and kingly office. 

BuT whatever advantage he might propofe to reap from the divifions of the 
parliamentary party, he was apprehenfive, that it would come too late, to fave 
him from that deftruttion with which he was inftantly threatened. Fairfax was 
approaching with a powerful and viCtorious army, and was taking the proper mea
fures for laying fiege to Oxford, which muft infallibly fall into his hands. To be 
taken captive and 1eJ in triumph by his infolent enemies, was what Charles jufi:ly 
abhorred ; and every infult, if not violence, was to be dreaded, from that enthu
fiafi:ic foldiery, who hated his perfon, and dcfpifed his dignity. In this defperate 
extremity, he embraced a meafure, which, in any other Jituation, might juftly 
lie under the imputation of imprudence and indifcretion. 

* Rufuw. vol. vi:. p. 308. 
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MoNTREVILLE, the French minifter, intere!led for the King more by the natu· 
ral fentiments of humanity, than any inftructions from his court, whkh feemed 
rather to favour the parliament, had follicited the Scots generals and commiffion
ers, to give protection to their difrreffed fovereign ; and having received many 
general profeffions and promifes, he had always tranfmitted thefe, perhaps with 
fome exaggeration, to the King. From his fugge!lions, Charles began to enter
tain thoughts of leaving Oxford, and flying to the Scots army, which at that 
time lay before Newark *. He confidered that the Scots nation had been fully 
gratified in all their demands; and having already, in their own country, annihi
lated both epifcopacy and regal authority, had no fartner conceffions to exact of 
him. In all difputes, which had paffed about fettling the terms of peace, the 
Scots, he heard, had frill adhered to the milder fide, and had endeavoured to 
foften the rigour of the Englifh parliament. Great difguft alfo, on other ac
counts, had taken place between the nations ; and the Scots found, that, in pro
portion as their affiftance becan1e lefs neceffary, lefs value was put upon them. 
The progrefs of the independents gave them great alarn1 ; and they were fcanda
lized to hear their beloved covenant fpoken of, every day, with lefs regard and 
reverence. The refufal of a divine right to pre!bytery, and the infringing eccle
fiaftical difcipline frotn political conGderations, were, to them, the fubjeCl: of 
n1uch offence ; and the King hoped, that, in their prefent difpofition, the fight 
of their native prince, flying to them in this extremity of difirefs, would rouze 
every fpark of generality in their bofom, and procure him their favour and pro
teCtion. 

THAT he might the better conceal his intention, orders were given at every 
gate in Oxford, for allowing three perfons ~o pafs ; and in the night, the King, 
accompanied only with Dr. Hudfon and Mr. Afhburnham, went out at that gate) 
which leads to London. He rode before a portmanteau, and called himfelf Afh
burnham's fervant. He paffed thro' St. Albans, Henley, and came fo near Lon
don as Harrow on the Hill. He once entertained fome thoughts of entering into 
that city, and of throwing himfelf on the mercy of the parliament. But at Jaft, 
after pafiing thro' many crofs roads, he arrived at the Scots camp before New
ark t. The parliament, hearing of his efcape from Oxford, iffued rigorous or
ders, and threatened with inftant death, whoever fhould harbour or conceal 
him :j:. ' 

THE Scots generals and commiffioners affeCted great furprife at the appear
ance of the King : And tho' they payed him all the exterior refpect due to his 
dignity, they infiantly put a guard upon him, under colour of protection; and 
n1ade him in reality a prifoner. They informed the Englilh parliament of this 

• Clarendon, vol. iv. p. 750. vol. v .. p .. I 6. 
1 ·\Vhitloc~e, p. 209. 
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tmexpeeted incident, and affured them, that they had entered into no private Chap. lX. 

treaty with the King. They applied to him for orders to .Bellafis, governor of 164-6. 

Newark, to furrender that town, now reduced to extremity ; and the orders 
were inftantly obeyed. And hearing that the parliament laid claim to the entire 
difpofal of the King's perfon, and that the Englilh army were making fome mo-
tions towards them ; they thought proper to retire northwards, and fixed their 
camp at N ewcaftle *. 

THIS meafure was very agreeable to the King; and he began to entertain 
hopes of protection from the Scots. He was particularly attentive to the beha
viour of their preachers, on whom all depended. It was the mode of that age 
to make the pulpit the fcene of news ; and on every great event, the whole 
Scripture was ranfacked by the clergy, for paffages applicable to the prefent occa
fion. The firft 1ninifter who preached before the King, chofe thefe words for his 
text~ " And behold all the men of Ifrael came to the king, and faid unto him, 
" Why have our brethren, the men of J udah, ftolen thee away, and have 
" brought the king and his houlhold, and all David's men with him, over J or
" clan? And all the men of J udah anfwered the men of Ifrael, Becaufe the king 
" is near of kin to us ; wherefore then be ye angry for this matter? Have we 
'' eaten at all of the king's coft ? or hath he given us any gift ? And the men 
'' of Ifrael anfwered the men of J udah, and fa id, We have ten parts in the king, 
" and we have alfo more right in David than ye: Why then did ye defpife us, 
" that our advice lhould not be firft had in bringing back our king? And the words 
'' of the men of Judah were fiercer than the words of the men of Ifrael t.'' 
But the King foon found, that the happinefs of the allufion chiefly had tempted 
the preacher to employ this text, and that the covenanting zealots were nowife 
pacified towards him. Another preacher, after reproaching him to his face, with 
his mifgovernment, ordered this pfalm to be fung; 

.Why dofl thou, tyrant, boafl thyfelf 
er hy wicked deeds to praife ? 

The king ftood up, and called for that pfalm which begins with thefe words, 

Have mercy, Lord, on me, I pray ; 
For men would me devour : 

The oood-natured audience, in pity to fallen majefty, fhowed, for once, greater 
defer;nce to the king than to the minifter, and fung the pfalm which the former 

had called for :f:. 
• Rulhw. vol. vii. p. 271. Clarendon, vol. v~ p. 23. 
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CHARLES had very little reafon to be pleafed with his fituation. Not only he 
found himfelf a prifoner, very narrowly guarded : All his friends were kept at 
a diftance ; and no intercourfe, either by letters or converfation, was allowed 
him with any one, on whom he could depend, or who was fufpected of any at
tachment to him. The Scots generals would enter into no confidence with 
him ; and ftill treated him with diftant ceremony and feigned refpect. And 
every propofal which , they made him, tended farther to his abafement and his 
ruin *. 
THE~ required him to iffue orders to Oxford, and all his other garrifons, com

manding their furrender to the parliament : And the King, fenfible that their 
refiftance was to very lirtle purpofe, willingly complied. The terms which were 
given to moft of them, were honourable ; and Fairfax, as far as lay in his power, 
was very exact in obferving them. Far from allowing violence ; he would not 
even permit infults or triumph over the unfortunate royalifrs ; an~i by his gene
rous humanity, fo cruel a civil war ended, in appearance, very calmly, between 
the parties. 

0RMOND having received like orders, deli~ered Dublin, and other forts, into 
the hands of the parliamentary officers. Montrofe alfo, after having experienced 
ftill more variety of good and bad fortune, threw down his arms, and retired 
out of the kingdom. 

THE Marquefs of Worcefl:er, a n1an paft eighty·four, was the Iaft in England 
who fubmittcd to the authority of the parliament. He defended Raglan cafrle to 
extremity ; and opened not its gates till the middle of Auguft. Four years, a 
few days excepted, were now elapfed, fince the King firft erected his ftandard at 
Nottingham t. So long had the Britifh nations, by civil and religious quar· 
rels, been occupied in fhedding their own blood, and laying wafte their mother
country. 

THE parliament and the · Scots Ja1d their propofals before the King. They 
were fuch as a captive, entirely at mercy, could expeCt from the moft inexorable 
victor : Yet were they little worfe than what were infifted on before the battle of 
Nafeby. The power of the fword, inftead of ten, which the King now offer· 
ed, was demanded for twenty years, together with a right to levy whatever mo
ney the parliament fhould think proper for the fupport of their armies. The 
other conditions were, in the main, the fame wi.th thofe which were formerly of
fered to the King =J:. 

CHARLES faid, that propofals, which introduced fuch important innovations 
in the conftitution, demanded time for deliberation : The commiffioners replied, 
that he muft give his anfwer in ten days§. He defired to reafon about the mean-

* Clarend. vol. v. p. 30. t Rufhw. vol. vii. p. 293. 
:t Ruiliw. vol. vii. p. 309: § Rufuw. vol. vii. p. 319. 
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ing and import of the tern s : They informed him, that they had no power of 
debate; and required peremptorily his confent or refufal. He requefted a per
fonal treaty with the parliament : They threatened, that, if he delayed compli-' 
ance, the parliament would, by their own authority, fettle the nation. 

WHAT the parliament was moft intent upon, was not the treaty with the King, 
to whom they paid little regard ; but that with the Scots nation. Two import
ant points remained to be fettled with them ; their delivery of the King, and the 
ef1imation of their arrears. 

THE Scots pretended, that, as Charles was .. King of Scotland as well as of 
England, they were intitled to an equal vote in the difpofal of his perfon : And 
that, in fuch a cafe, whtre the titles are equal, and the fubjecr indivifible, the 
preference was due to the prefent poffdfor. 'The Englifh maintained, that the 
King, being in England, was comprehended within the jurifdiction of that king
dom, and could not be difpofed of by any foreign ' nation. A delicate quefiion 
this, and what furely could not be decided by precedent ; fince fuch a fituation is 

not, any where, to be found in hifiory *. 
As the Scots concurred with the Englifh, in impofing fuch rigorous conditions 

on the King, that, notwithftanding his unfortunate fituation, he ftill refufed to 
accept of them ; it is certain that they did not defire his freedom ; nor could 
they ever intend to join lenity and tyranny together, in fo inconfifl:ent a manner· 
Before the fettlement of terms, the ad minifiration mufi: be poffdfed intirely hy 
the parliaments of both kingdoms ; and how incompatible that fcheme with the 
liberty of the king, is eafily imagined. To carry him a prifoner into Scotland, 
where few forces could be fupported in order to guard him, was a meafure fo full 
of inconvenience and danger, that, even if the Englifi1 had confented to it, it 

mufi: have appeared to the Scots nation altogether ineligible : And how could fuch 
a plan be fupported in oppoGtion to England, poffeffed of fuch numerous, and 
vitl:orious armie~:, which were, at that time, or at leaft, feemed to be, in incire 
union with the parliament ? The only expedient, it is obvious, which the Scot~ 
could embrace, if they fcrupled intirely to abandon the king, was immediately 
to return, fully and cordially, to their allegiance; and, uniting then1felves with 
the royalifts of both kingdoms, endeavour, by force of arms, to reduce the 
Englifh parliament to n1ore moderate conditions : But befides that this meafure 
was full of extreme hazard ; what was it but inftantly to combine with their old 
enemies aaainil: their old friends, and in a fit of romantic generofity, overturr 
what, with fo much expence of blood and treafure, they had, durin·g the courfe · 

of fo many years, been fo carefully ereCting? 
BuT tho' all thefe reflecrions occurred to the Scots commiffioners, they re

' folved to prolong the difpute, and to keep the king as a pledge for thofe arrears, 

• Rufhw. vol. vii. P· 3 39· which 
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h X which they claimed from England, and which they were not likely, in the pre-. ap. I . 

I6+6. fent difpofition of that nation, to obtain by any other expedient. The fum, by 
their account, amounted to two millions : For they had received very little regu
lar pay, fince they had entered England. And tho' the contributions which 
they had levied, as well as the price of their living on free quarters, muft be de
ducted ; yet frill the fum, which they infifled on, was very confiderable. After 
many difcufllons, it was, at laft, agreed, that, in lieu of all demands, they Ihould 
accept of 4oo,ooo pounds, one half to be paid inftantly, another within a twelve
month*· 

GREAT pains were taken by the Scots, (and the Englifh complied with their 
pretended delicacy) to make this eftimation and payment of arrears appear a quite 
different tranfaction from that for the delivery of the King's perfon : But common 
fenfe requires, that they fhould be regarded as one and the fame. The Englifh, 
it is evident, had they not been previoufly a:ffured of receiving the King, would 
never have parted with fo confiderable a fum, and, while they weakened them
felves, by the fame meafure have ftrengthened a people, with whom they iliould 
afterwards have fo material an intereft to difcufs. 

THus the Scots nation underwent, and frill undergo (for fuch grievous ftains 
are not eafily wiped off) the reproach of fe11ing their King, and bargaining their 
prince for money. In vain, did they maintain, That this money was, on ac
count of former fervices, undoubtedly their due; that, in their prefent fituation, 
no other meafure, without the utmoft indifcretion, or even their apparent ruin, 
could be embraced; that tho' they delivered their King into the hands of his open 
enemies, they were themfelves as much his open enemies as thofe to whom they 
furrendered him, and their common hatred againft him had long united the two 
parties in ftrict alliance with each other. T'hey were ftill anfwered, that they 
tnade ufe of this fcandalous expedient to obtain their wages ; and that after ta
king arms, without any provocation, againft their fovereign, who had ever loved 
and cherifhed them, they had defervedly fallen into a fituation, from which they 
could not extricate themfelves, without either infamy or imprudence. 

THE infamy of this bargain had fuch influence on the Scots parliament, that 
they once voted, that the King fhould be protected, and his liberty infifted on. 
But the general affembl y interpofed, and pronounced, that, as he had refufed to 
take the covenant, which was pre:ffed on him, it became not the godly to concern 
themfelves about his fortunes. After this declaration, it behoved the parliament 
to retract their vote. 

INTELLIGENCE of the final refolution of the Scots nation to deliver him uR, 
was brought to the King; and he happened, at that very time, to be playing at 
chefs t. Such command of temper did he enjoy, that he continued his game 

* Ruihw. vol. vii. p, p6. 
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ithout interruption ; and none of the bye- ftanders could perceive, that the ]et· Chap .. rx ... 
ter, which he perufed, had brought him news of any confequence. The Engli{h 1646, 

commiffioners, who, fome days after, came to take him under their cuftody, 
were admitted to kifs his hands; and he received them with the fame grace and 
chearfulnefs, as if they had travelled on no other errand, but to pay court to him.-
The old Earl of Pembroke in particular, who was one of them, he congratulated 
on his fl:rength and vigour, that he was frill able, during fuch a feafon, to perform 
fo long a journey, in company with fo many young people. 

THE King, being delivered over by the Scots to the Englifh commiffioners, 16.p. 

was conducted, under a guard, to Holmby, in the county of Northampton. K' d 1. • 1ng e n'er-
On his JOUrney, the whole country flocked to behold him, moved partly by cu- ing up by the 

riofity, part! y by compaffion an cl affection. If any frill retained rancour againfr Scots. 

him, in his prefent condition, they paffed in filence ; while his well-wifhers, 
more generous than prudent, accompanied his march with tears, with acclama-
tions, and with prayers for his fafety *. That antient fuperfiition, likewife, of 
defiring the King's touch in fcrophulous diftempers, feemed to acquire frdh cre-
dit among the people, from the general tendernefs whi{;h began to prevail for thi 
virtuous and unhappy monarch. 

THE commiffioners rendered his confinement at Holmby very rigorous ; dif
miffing all his antient fervants, debarring him from all vifits, and cutting off all 
communication with his friends or family. The parliament, tho' earnefily ap
plied to by the King, refufed to allow his chaplains to attend him ; becaufe they 
had not taken the covenant. The King refufed to affifr at the fervice, exercifed 
according to the DireCtory ; becaufe he had not, as yet, given his confent to that 
mode of worfhip +. Such religious zeal prevailed on both fides! And fuch was 
the divided and diftraEted condition, to which it had reduced the King and peo
ple! 

DuRING the time, that the King ren1ained in the Scots army at Newcaftle, 
died the Earl of Effex, the difcarded,_ but frill powerful and popular general of 
the parliament. His death, in this conjuncture, was a public misfortune. Fully 
fenfible of the mifchievous extremities, to which affairs had been carried, and of 
the worfe confequences, which were fiill to be apprehended ; he had refol ved to 
conciliate a peace, and to remedy, as far as poffible, all thof~t ills, to which, from. 
miftake, rather than any bad intentions, he had himfelf fo much contributed .. 
The prefbyterian or the moderate party among the commons, found themfelves 
confiderably weakened by his death : And the fmall remains of authority, which 

frill adhered to the houfe of peers, were, in a manner, wholly extingui!hed :t. 
* Ludlow, Herbert. t Clarendon, vol. v. p. 39.. Warwick, P• 298-. 
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C H A P. X. 

Mutiny of the army.-'Ibe King feized !Jy Jr;__rce.--'The army marcb 
againjl the parliament .-The army fitbdue tbe parliament.- Tl~e 
Khzg .flies to the ijle qf Wight.-Second civil Wtlr.-In,.uajion from 
Scotland.-'Ihe treaty of Newport.-'Ibe civil war and in"'uaJiJn re-
pre!Jed.-The King feized again by the army .--The houje purged.-
:fhe King's trial.-And execution.-And charatler. 

647. HE dominion of t e parliament was of very fhort duration. No fooner 
had they fubdued their fovereign, than their own fervants rofe up againft 

them, and tumbled them from their flippery throne. The facred boundaries of · 
the laws being once violated, nothing remained to confine the wild projects of 
zeal and ambition. And every fucceffive revolution became a precedent for that 
which followed it. 

IN proportion as the terror of the King's power diminifhed, the divifions be
tween independent and prefbyterian became every day n1ore apparent ; and the 
neuters found it, at laft, requiGte to feek .lhelter in one or the other faction. 
Many new writs were iffued for elections, in room of members, who had died, or 
were di fqualified for adhering to the King ; yet flill the preibyterians retained the 

. fuperiority among the commons : And all the peers, except Lord Say, were 
efteemed of that party. The independents, to whom all the inferior fectaries ad
hered, predominated in the army : And the troops of the new model were uni
verfally affected with that enthufiafi:ic fph·it. To their affiftance did the indepen
dent party, among the commons, chiefly trufr, in their projects for acqu'ring the 
afcendant over their antagonifls. 

SooN after the retreat of the Scots, the prefbyterians, feeing every thing r'e'iu
ced to obedience, began to talk of difmiffing a confiderable part of the army: 
And, on pretence of eafing the public burthens, they level ed a deadly blow at 
the oppofite faCtion. They propofed to embark a ftrong detachn.ent, under 
Skippon and i\!jaffey, for the fervice of Ireland : They openly declared their in
tention of making a great reduction of the remainder*. It was even imagined, 
that another new model of the army was proje6:ed, in order to regain to the 
prefbyterians, that fuperiority, which they had fo imprudently lqfl: by the for
n1er t. 

• Fourteen thoufand men were only propofed to be kept up ; 6oco horfe, 6oct) Toot, and zooo 
dragoons. Bates. 
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THE army had fmall inclination to the fervice of Ireland; a country barbarous, 
uncultivated, and laid wafre by malfacres, and civil commotions : They had lefs 
inclination to difband, and to renounce that pay, which, having earned it thro' 
fatigues and dangers, they now propofed to enjoy in eafe and tranquillity. And 
n1oft of the officers, being raifed from the dregs of the people, had no other 
profpeCl:, if deprived of their commiffion, than that of retqrning to langui!h in 
their native poverty and obfcurity. 

THESE motives of intere!l: acquired additional influence, and became more 
dangerous to the parliament, from the religious fpirit, by which the army was 
univerfally animated. Among the generality of men, educated in regular, civi
lized focieties, the fentiments of !hame, duty, honour, have confiderable autho
rity, and ferve to counterbalance and direct the motives, derived from private 
advantage: But, by the predominancy of enthufiafm among the parliamentary 
forces, all thefe falutary principles loll: their credit, and were regarded as tnere 
human inventions, yea moral inll:itutions, fitter for heathens than for chriftians *· 
'"fhe faint, refigned over to fuperior guidance, was at full liberty to gratify all 
his appetites, difguifed under the appearance of pious zeal. And, befides the 
ftrange corruptions engendered by this fpirit, it eluded and loofened all the ties of 
morality, and gave intire fcope, and even fanCl:ion to the felfiilinefs and ambition, 
which naturally adhere to the human mind. 

THE military confeifors were farther encouraged in difobedience to fuperiors, 
by that fpiritual pride, tow hich a miftaken piety is fo fubjeet. They were not, 
they faid, mere janizaries; mercenary troops inlifted for hire, and to be difpofed 1 

of at the will of their paymafl:ers t. Religion and liberty were the motives, 
which had excited them to arms ; and they had a fuperior right to fee thofe blef
fings, which they had purchafed with their blood, enfured to future generations. 
By the fame title, th 1t the prefbyterians, in contradiftinCl:ion to the royalifts, had 
appropriated to themfelves the epithet of the g~dry, or the well- affetled t ; the inde
pendents did now, in contradiftinCl:ion to the prefbyterians, aifume this magnifi
cent appellation, and arrogate all the afcendant, which naturally belongs to it. 

HEARING of parties in the houfe of commons, and being informed: that the 
minority were friends to the ar111y, the majority enemies; the troops naturally 
interefted themfel ves in that dangerous diftinCl:ion, and were eager to give the 
fu.periority to their partizans. Whatever hardlhips they underwent, tho' perhars 
derived from inevitable neceffity, were afcribed to a fettled delign of opprcfllng 
them, and refented as an effect of the anirnofity and malice of their antagonifts~ 

NoTWITHSTANDING the great revenue, which accrued from taxes, afTeffments, 
:requeftrations, and compofitions, confiderable arrears were due to the army ; and 

• Ruihw. vol. vi. p. 1 34· t Rufhw. vol. vii .. p. 565. t Rufhw. vol. vii. p. 47+· 
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many of the private men, as well as officers, had near a twtlvemonth's pay frill 
owing them. The army fufpecred, ~hat this deficiency \vas purpofely contrived, 
in order to oblige them to live on free quaner ; and, by rendering them odious 
to the country, ferve as a pretence for difbanding them. Vilhen they faw fuch 
n1ember~, as were employed in committees and civil offices, accumulate great 
fortunes, they accufed them of rapine and public plunder. And, as no plan was 
pointed out by the commons for the payment of arrears, the foldiers clreaded, 
thar, after they fuould be ddbandcd or embarked for Ireland, their enemies, who 
predominated in the two houfes, would intirely defraud them of their right, and 
oppref'l them with impunity. 

ON this ground or pretence did the firfl: commotions begin in the army. Ape
tition, adclreffed to Fairfax the general, was handed about; defiring an indemnity~ 
.and that ratified by the King, for any illegal actions, of which, during the courfe 
of the war, the foldiers might have been guilty; together with fatisfaCl:ion in ar
rears, freedom from preffing, relief of widows and maimed foldiers, and pay till 
difbanded. The commons, aware of what combuftible materials the army was 
compofed, were alarmed at this intelligence. Such a combination, they knew, 
if not checked in its firft appearance, muft be attended with the moft dangerous 
confequences, and muft foon exalt the military above the ci vi! authority. Befides 
fummoning fome officers to anfwer for this attempt, they immediately voted, 
that the petition tended to introduce mutiny, to put conditions upon the parlia
ment, and to obftruct the relief of Ireland ; and they threatened to proceed againft 
the promoters of it, as enemies to the ftate, and difturbers of public peace. This 
declaration, which may be efteemed violent, efpecially as the army had fame 
ground for complaint, produced very fatal effeCts. The foldiers lamented, That 
they were deprived of the privileges of Engliilimen ; that they were not allowed 
fo much as to reprefent their grievances ; that, while petitions from Effex and 
other places were openly encouraged againfi: the army, their n1ouths were ftopped; 
and that they, who were the authors of liberty to the nation, were reduced, by a 
faction in parliament, to the moft grievous fervitude. 

IN this difpofition was the army found by Warwic, Dacres, Maffey and other 
commiffioners ; who were fent to make them propofals for entering into the fer
vice of Ireland *. Inftead of inlifting, the generality objeCted to the terms ; de
manded an indemnity ; were clamorous for their arrears : And, tho' they expref
fed no diffatisfaction againft Skippon, who was appointed commander, they dif
covered much ftronger i-nclination to ferve under Fairfax and Cromwel t. Some 
officers, who were of the prefbyterian party, having entered into engagements 
for this fervice, could prevail on very few of the foldiers to inlift under them. 

• .Rulhw. vol. vii. p. 457• t Rufhw. vol. vji, p. 458. 

5 
t 

And, 



CHARLES I. 

And, as they all lay under the grievous reproach of deferting the army, and be- Chap. x. 
·traying the interefts of their companions; the re!l: were farther confirmed in that 1647· 

confederacy, which they had formed*. 

To petition and remonftrate being the moft cautious way of conducting a con
federacy, an application to parliament was figned by near 200 officers ; in which 
they made their apology with a very imperious air, afferted their right of peti
tioning, and complained of that imputation thrown upon them by the former 
declaration of the lower houfe t. The private men likewife of fome regiments 
fent a letter to Skippon ; in which, together with infifi:ing on the fame topics, they 

- lament, that defigns were formed againft them and many of the godly party in 
the kingdom ; and declare, that they could not engage for Ireland, till they were 
fatisfied in their expeCtations, and had their jufl: defires granted :f:. The army, in 
a word, felt their power, and refolved to be mafters. 

THE parliament too refolved, if poffible, to preferve their dominion ; but, 
being deftitute of power, and not retaining much authority, it was not eafy for 
them to employ any expedient, which could contribute to their purpofe. The 
expedient, which they now made ufe of, was the worft imaginable. 'They fent 
Skippon, Cromwel, Ireton, and Fleetwood, to the head·quarters at Saffron
Weldon in Effex ; and empowered thetn to make offers to the army, and inquire 
into the caufe of its di.flempers. Thefe very generals, at leaft the three laft, were 7th of May. 

fecretly the authors of all the difcontents ; and failed not to foment thofe difor-
ders, which they pretended to appeafe. By their fuggefi:ion, a meafure was em .. 
braced, which, at once, brought matters to extremity, and rendered the mutiny 
inCLlrable. 

IN oppofition to the parliament at Weftminfl:er, a military parliament wa 
forn1ed. Together with a council of the principal officers, which was appointed 
after the model of the houfe of peers ; a more free reprefentative of the army was 
compofed, by the eleCl:ion of two private men or inferior officers, under the title 
·of agitators, from each troop or company §. By this means, both the general 
humour of that time was gratified, intent on plans of imaginary republics; and 
an eafy tnethod contrived for conducting underhand, and propagating the fedition 
of the army. 

THIS terrible court, when aff'embled ; having firft declared, that they found 
no diflempers in the army, but many grievances, under which it laboured; imme
diately voted the offers of the rarliament unfatisfaCtory. Eight weeks pay alone, 
they faid, was promifed ; a fmall portion of fifty-fix weeks, which they pretended 
to be their due : No vifible fecurity was given for the remainder : And having 

• Ru!hw. vol. vii. p. 461, 556. 
l Rufuw. vol. vii. p. +i4; 

t Rufhw. vol. vii. p. 468. 
§ Rulhw. vol. vii. p. 485. Clarendon, \'Ol. v. p. 43· 
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Chap. X. been declared public enemies by the commons, they might hereafter be profecuted 16·47· ac; fuch, unlefs the declaration was recalled*. Before matters came to this height, 
Cromwel had pofted up to London, on pretence of laying before the parliament 
the rifino- difcontents of the army. 

1d of J llne. 
I he Kmg 

fcized by 
Joy cl', 

0 . 

THE parliament made one vigorous effort n1ore, to try the force of their au 
thority : 1'hey voted, that all the troops, which did not engage for Ireland,_ 
fhould int1:antly be di1banded in their quarters t. At the fame time, the council 
of the army ordered a general rendezvous of all the tegiments, in order to pro
vide for their common interefts. And while they thus prepared themfelves for 
oppoGtion to the parliament, they fl:ruck a blow, which at once decided the victo-
ry in their favour. 

<A party of five hundred horfe appeared at Holmby, conducted by one Joyce, 
who had once been a taylor by profeffion ; but was now advanced to the rank 
of cor~et, and was an aB:ive agitator in the army. Without being oppofed by 
the guard, whofe affections were all on the fame fide ; J oyce came into the King's 
prefence, armed with piftols, and told him, that he muft immediately go along 
with him. Whither? faid the King. To the army; replied Joyce. By what 
warrant? aiked the King. Joyce pointed to the foldiers, whom he brought 

· along; tall, handfome, and well accoutered. Tour warrant, faid Charles fmiling, 
is wrote in fair cbarafters, legible without fpelli;zg :f:. The parliamentary commit-_ 
fioners came into the room : They afked J oyce, whether he had any orders from 
the parliament ? He faid, No: From the general? No: By what authority he 
came? He made the fame reply as to the King: 'l'hey would write, they faid, to 
tbe parliament to know their pleafure. You may do fo, replied Joyce ; but in the 
mean time the King muft immediately go with me. Refiftance was vain. The King, 
after protraCting the time as long as he could, went into his coach ; and was fafe
Iy conduB:ed to the army, who were haftening to their rendezvous at Triplo 
Heath near Cambridge. The parliament, informed of this event by their com
tniffioners, were thrown into the utmoft confternation §. 

FAIRF AX himfelf was no lefs furprized at the King's arrival. That bold mea
fure, executed by Joyce, had never been communicated to the general. The 
orders were intirely verbal ; and no body avowed them. And, while every one 
affected aftonifhment at the enterprize, Cromwel, by whofe council it had been. 
·direB:ed,. arrived from London, and put an end to their deliberations. 

THIS artful and audacious confpirator had conducted himfelf in the parliament 
with fuch profound diffimulation, with fuch refined hypocrify, that he had long 
deceived thofe, who, being themfelves very dextrous praB:i.tioners in the fame 

• Rulliw. vo1. vi!. p. 497, 505. Whitlocke, p. zsc. 
:t Whitlocke, p. 254· Warwick, p. 299. 
t Ruiliw~ vol. vii. f· 514, 515. C.la.rend<.>n, vol. v. p. -47· 

t Rufhw. vol. vii. p. 487. 
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arts, natut ally entertained the more fufipicion aaainfl: others. At every inte1li
0
0'ence Ch v t? ap. A. 

of diforders in the army, he was moved to the higheil: pitch of grief and of 164i· 

anger. l--Ie wegt bitterly : He lamented the misfortunes 9f his country: He ad-
vifed every violent meafure for fuppreffing the mutiny; and by thefe precipitant 
councils, at once feemed to evince his own fincerity, and inflamed thofe difcon-
tents, of which he intended to make advantage. He obtefted heaven and earth,. 
that his devoted attachment to the parliament had rendered him fo odious in the 
army, that his life, while among them, was in the utmoft danger; and he had 
very narrowly efcaped a confpiracy, formed to affaffinate him. But information 
being brought, that the moft active officers and agitators were intirely his creanues, 
the parliamentary leaders fecretly refo1ved, that, next day, when he came to the 
houfe, an accufation fhould be entered againft him, and he ihould be fent to the 
Tower"*. Cromwel, who, in the conduct of his defperate enterprizes, frequent-
ly approached to the very brink of deftruB:ion, knew how to make the requifite 
turn with proper dexterity and boldnefs. Being informed of this delign, he 

haftened to the camp; where he was received with acclamations of joy, and was 
inftantly invdled with the fupreme command both of general and army. 

FA 1 R FAX, having neither talents himfelf for cabals, nor penetration to difco
ver the cabals of others, had given his confidence intirely to Cromwel ; who,. by , 
the beft coloured pretences, and by the appearance of an open fincerity and a fcru
pulous confcience, impofed on the eafy nature of this brave and virtuous man .. 
The council of officers and the agitators were moved altogether by Cromwel's 
direction, and conveyed his will to the whole army. By his profound and artful 
conduct, he had now attained a fituation, where he could cover his enterprizes 
fron1 public view; and feeming either to obey the commands of his fuperior offi
cer, or yield to the movements of the foldiers, could fecretly pave the way for 
his future greatnefs. While the diforders of the army were yet in their infancy, 
he kept at a diftance ; left his counterfeit averfion might throw a damp upon them, 
or his fecret encouragement beget fufpicion in the parliament. As foon as they 
came to maturity, he openly joined the army; and in the critical moment, ftruck 
that important blow of feizing the King's perfon, and depriving the parliament 
of any refource by an accommodation with him. Tho' one vizor fell off, ano
ther ftill remained, to cover his natural countenance. Where delay was requifite:. 
he could employ the m oft indefatjgable patience : Where celerity was neceffary, 
he flew to a decifion. And by thus uniting in his perfon the moft oppofite talents, 
he was enabled to combine the moft contrary intereils in a fubferviency to his fe-

cret purpofes. 
THE parliament, tho' at prefent defencelefs, we.re poffdfed of many refO\.lrces; The army 

and tin1e might eafily enable them to refift that violence, with which they were mharcha J'gainffi 
· t e par 1a .. 

• Clarendon, vol. v. r· 46. 
6 t.~reaten-
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threatened. Without farther deliberation, therefore, Cromwel advanced the army 
upon them, and arrived in a few days at St. Albans. 

NoTHING could be more popular, than this hoftility, which the army com
menced againft the parliament. As much as that affembly was once the idol 
of the nation, as much was it now become the objetl: of general hatred and 
averfion. 

THE felf-denying ordinance had no longer been put in execution, than till 
Effex, Manchefter, Wall er, and the other officers of that party, had refigned 
their commiffion : Immediately after, it was laid afide by tacit confent; and the 
members, fharing all offices of power and profit among them, proceeded with 
impunity in exercifing atl:s of oppreffion on the helplefs nation. Tho' the ne
ceffity of their fituation might ferve as an apology for many of their meafures., 
the people, ·not accuftomed to fuch a fpecies of government, were not difpofed to 
make the requifite allowances. 

A SMALL fupply of Ioo,ooo pounds a-year could fcarce be obtained by the for
mer kings from the jealous humour ef the parliaments ; and the Englilh, of all 
nations in Europe, were the leaft accuftomed to taxes : But this parliament, from 
the commencement of the war, according to fome computations, had levied, 
in five years, above forty millions* ; and yet were loaded with debts and in
cumbrances, which, during that age, were regarded as prodigious. If tbefe com
putations .ihould be thought much exaggerated, as they probably are, the taxes 
and impofitions were certainly far higher than in any former ftate of the Englifh 
government; and fuch popular exaggerations are, at leall, a proof of popular 
difcontents. 

BuT the difpofal of this money was no lefs the object of general complaint 
againft the parliament than the levying it. The fum of 30o,ooo pounds they 
openly took, 'tis affirmed t, and divided among their own members. The com
mittees, to whom the management of the different branches of revenue was en· 
trufted, never brought in their accounts, and had unlimited power of fecreting 
whatever fums they pleafed from the public treafure :t. Thefe branches were 
needlefsly multiplied, in order to render the revenue more perplexed, to !hare 
the advantages among greater numbers, and to conceal the frauds of which 
they were univerfally fufpecred §. 

"' Clement Walker's hiftory of the two J untos, prenxed to his hiftory of independency, p. 8 ... 
"This is an author of fpirit and ingenuity ; and being a zealous parliamentarian, his authority is very 
confiderable, notwithftanding the air of fatyre, which prevails in his writings. This computation, 
however, feems much too large : efpecially as the fequeftratiom,. during the time of war, could not 

4 be fo confiderable as afterwards, 

t Clement Walker's hiftory of independency" p. 3,. x66. t Id. p. B. i Id. ibid. 
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THE method of keeping accounts, praB:ifed in the exchequer, was confef
fedly the exacteft, the moft antient, the beft known, and the leaft liable to fraud. 
The exchequer was, for that reafon, abolifhed, and the revenue put under the 
Inanagement of a committee, who were fubject to no controul *. 

1'H E excife was an odious tax, formerly unknown to the nation ; and was now 
extended over provifions, and the common neceifaries of life. Near one half of 
the goods and chatteis, and at leafl: one half of the lands, rents, and revenues of 
the kingdom, had been fequefl:red. To great numbers of royaliil:s, all rcdrefs 
from thefe fequefl:rations was refufed : To the reft, the remedy could be obtained 
only by paying large compoGtion,s and fubfcribing the covenant; which they ab
horred. BeGdes the ruin and defolation of fo many antient and honourable fa
milies ; indifferent fpectators could not but blame the hardfhip of punifhing with 
fuch feverity, aCt: ions, which the law, in its ufual and m oft undifpute~ interpreta
t-ion, firiEtly required of every fubjetl:. 

THE feverities too, exercifed againft the epifcopal clergy, naturally affeCted 
the royalifts, and even all men of candor, in a fenfible manner. By tbe m oft mo
derate computation t, it appears, that above one half of the efiablifhed clergy 
bad been turned out to beggary and want, for no other crime than their adhe
rence to the civil and religious principles, in which they were educated ; and for 
their attachment to thofe laws, under whofe countenance they had at firfl: embra
ced that profeffion. To renounce epifcopacy and the liturgy, and to fubfcribe the 
covenant, were the only terms, which could fave them from fo rigorous a fate; . 
and if the 1eaft mark of malignancy, as it was called, or affeetion to the King,. 
who fo entirely loved them, had ever efcaped their lips, even this hard choice 
was not permitted. The facred charaCter, which gives the priefthood fuch au
thority over mankind, becoming more venerable from the fufferings, endured for 
the fake of principle, by thefe diftreffed royalifts, aggravated the general indigna
tion againft their perfecutors, who had robbed them of poifeffions, fecured to 
them by every law, human and divine, with which the nation had hitherto been . 
acquainted. 

BuT what excited the mo!l: univerfal complaint was, the unlimited tyranny 
and defpotic rule of the country-committees. During the war, the difcretionary 
power of thefe courts was excufed, from the plea of neceffity : But the nation 
was reduced to defpair, when it faw neither end put to their duration, nor bounds 
to their authority. Thefe could fequefrer, fine, imprifon, and corporally pu-

• Clement Walker's iftory of independency, p. 8. 
t See John Walker f '~tle"Dpt towards recovering an account of the numbers and fuiferings of the 

clergy. The parliament pretended to leave the fequeftered clergy a fifth of their revenue; b~t this

author makes it fufficiently appear, that this provifion, fmall as it js, was never regularly prud the 

ejected clergy. 

nilh, 

Chap. X. 
16+7· 



Ckar. X. 
!6+7· 

424- H I S T 0 R Y oF G R EAT B R I T A I N. 

nifh, without law or remeoy. They interpofed in que(Hons of private property. 
Under colour of malignancy, they exercifed vengeance againfr their private ene
mies. To the obnoxious, and fometimes to the innocent, they folc! their pro
tetl:ion. And inftead of one ftar-chamber, which had been abolifhed, a great 
number were anew erected, fortified with better pretences, and armed with more 
unlimited authority *. 

CouLD any thing have increafed the indignation againft that flavery, into 
which the nation, from the too eager purfuit of liberty, had fallen; it muft have 
been the refleCtion on the pretences, by which the peop~e had fo long been delu
ded. The fanctified hypocrites, who called their oppreffions the fpoiling the 
Egyptians, and their rigid feverity -the dominion of the Elect, interlarded alL 
their iniquities with long and fervent prayers, faved themfelves from blulhing by 
their pious grimaces, and exercifed, in the name of the Lord, all their cruelty on 
men. An undifguifed violence could be forgiven : But fuch a mockery of the 
underftanding, fuch an abufe of religion, were, with men of penetration, objects 
of peculiar refentment. 

THE parliamer.t, confcious of their decay in popularity, feeing a formidable 
armed force advance upon them, were reduced to defpair, and found all their 
refources much inferior to the prefent neceffity. London ftill retained a ftrong 
attachment to prefhyterianifi11; and its militia, which was numerous, and had ac
quired reputation in the wars, had, by a late ordinance, been put into hands, in 
whom the parliament could intirely confide. This militia were now called out, 
and ordered to guard the line, which had been drawn about the city, in order 
to fecure it againfl the King. A body of horfe was ordered to be inftantly 
levied. Many officers, who had been calhiered by the new model of the army, 
offered their fervice to the parrament. An army of sooo men lay in the north 
under the command of General Pointz, who was of the preibyterian facrion ; 
but thefe were too diftant to be employed in fo urgent a neceffity. The forces, 
deftined for Ireland, were quartered in the weft; and, tho' deen1ed faithful to 
the parliament, they alfo lay at a diftance. Many inland garrifons were com
Inanded by officers of the fame party ; but their troops, being fo much difperfed, 
could, at prefent, be of no manner of fervice. The Scots were faithful friends 
and zealous for preibytery and the covenant; but a very long time was required, 
ere they could colleCt their forces, and march to the affiftance of the parlia· 
ment. 

• Clement \Valker's hiftory of independency, p. ~. Hollis gives the fame reprefcntation, as 
Walker, of the plundering, oppreffions, and tyranny of the parliament : Only, inftead of laying the 
fault on both panies, as Walker does, he afcribes it fo1ely to the independent faction. The prefhy
terians indeed, being commonly denominated the moderate party, would probably be more inofFen
five, See Ru.fhw. vol. vii. p. 598. 
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IN this fituation it was thought n1ore prudent to fubmit, and by compliance 
to flop the fury of the enraged army. The declaration, by which the military 
petitioners had been voteJ public enemies, was recalled, and erazed from the 
jo~rnal book*. This was the firft fymptom which the parliament gave of fub
nltffion ; and the army, hoping, by terror alone, to effect all their purpofes, 
:flopped at St. Albans, and entered into negotiation with their mafters. 

HERE commenced the encroachments of the military upon the civil authority. 
The army, in their ufurpations on the parliament, copied exaB:ly the mo
del, which the parliament had fet them, in their recent ufurpations on the 
crown. 

EvERY day, they rofe in their demands. If one claim was granted, they 
had another ready, frill more enormous and exorbitant ; and were determined 
never to be fatisfied. At firft, they pretended only to petition for what con
cerned themfelves as foldiers: Next, they muft have a vindication of their 
cluraB:er : Then, it was neceifary, that their enemies be puni!hed t : At ]aft, 
they claimed a right of modeling the whole government, and fettling the 
nation :f:. 

T H E Y preferved, in words, all deference and rtfpeB: to the parliament ; 
but in reality, infulted them and tyrannized over them. That affembly 
they pretended not to accufe : It was only evil counfellors, who feduced and 
betr~1yed it. 

Chap. X. 
1647• 

8th of June. 

THEY proceeded fo far as to name eleven members, whom, in general terms, x6th of June. 

they charged with high treafon, as enemies to the army and evil counfellors to 
tbe parliament . Their nan1es were Hollis, Sir Philip Stapleton, Sir vVilliam 
Lewis, Sir John Clotworthy, Sir William Waller, Sir John Maynard, Maffey, 
Glyn, Long Barley, and Nichols §. Thefe were the very leaders of the prefby

terian party. 

THEY infifted, that thefe members ihould immedi~tely be fequeftred from 
parliament, and be thrown into prifon Jl. The commons replied, that they could 
not, upon a general charge, proceed fo far **. The army obferved to them, 
that the cafes of Strafford and Laud were direCt: precedents for that purpofe tt. 
At laft, the eleven members themfelves, not to give occafion to difcord, begged 
leave to retire from the houfe ; and the army, for the prefent, feemed fatisfied 

with this proof of fubmiffion :tt. 
• Rufhw. vol. vii. p. 503. 547· Cbrendon, vol. v. p. 4)· 

fRufhw. vol. vii. p. 509. t Ibid. p. 567.633. Vol.viii. p. 731. 

§ Ruflnv. vol. vii. p. 570. !I Ibid. p. 572. •* Ibid. P· 59z. 
~ i't Ro!hw. vol. v1i. p. 594· Whitlocke, p. 259· 
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Chap. x. PRETENDING~ that the parliament defigned to levy war upon· them, and to· 
i 64-7· involve the nation again in blood and confufion, they required, that all new le

vies fhould be ftopped. The parliament complied with this demand*. 
THERE being no figns of reGftance, the army, in order to fave appearances,. 

removed, at the defirc of the parliament, to a greater difl:ance fron1 London,. 
and fixed their head quarters at Reading. They carried the King along with 
them in all their remeves. 

THAT Prince now found himfelf in a- better fituation than at Holm by, and· 
had attained fome greater degree of freedom,. as well as. of confideration with 
both parties. 

ALL his friends had accefs to him : His. coorefpondence with the ~1een was 
not interrupted : His chaplains were reftored, and he was allowed the ufe of 
the liturgy: His children were once allowed to vifit him, and paffed a few days 
at Caverfham, where he then refided +. He had not feen the Duke of Glocefter , 
his youngeft fon, and the Princefs Elizabeth, fince he lefc London, at the com-
mencement of the civil diforders ; nor the Duke of York, fince he went to the 
Scots army before Newark. No private m~m, unacquainted with the pleafures of 
a court, and the tumult of a camp, more pafiionate1y loved h~s family, than 
did this good Prince ; and fuch an infiance of indulgence in the army was ex
tremely grateful to him. Cromwe], who was witnefs to the meeting of the royal 
family, confdfed, that he never had been pre[ent at fo tender a fcene; and he ex
tremely applauded the benignity, which difplayed itfelf in the whole difpofition. 
and behaviour of Charles. 

THAT artful politician, as well as the leaders of all parties, payed court to the 
King ; and fortune, notwithftanding all his calamities, feemed again to fmiie 
tlpon him. The parliament, afraid of his forming fome accommodation with 
the army, fpoke to him in a more refpectful ft)le than formerly; and invited 
him to refide at Richmond, and contribute his affiilance to the fettlement of the 
nation. All the chief officers treated him with great regard, and talked every 
where of reftoring him to his jufl: po'vvers and prero~atives. In the public de
clarations of the army, the fettlement of his revenue and authority was in
lifted on :J:. The royalifts, every where, entertained hopes of the reiteration 
of monarchy ; and the favour, which they univerfally bore the army, con
tributed ver,y much to difcourage the parliament, and to forward their fub. 
miffion. 

THE King began-to feel of what confequence he was. The more the national 
confufions increafed, the more was he confident, that all parties would, at Jaft, 

• Rufbw . . vol. vii. p. 572. 574• 
:t: Ruiliw •. vo], vii. p. 590. 

t Clarendon, voJ,j. p. 51, 52. 57· · 
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l1ave recourfe to his lawful authority, as the only remedy for the public difor
ders. 1""ou cannot be without me, fa id be, on feveral occafions : You ca11not eo m. 
~ofe the nation but by my a.f!z.ftance. A people without government and without 

hber~y, a parliament without authority, an army without a legal m after : Dif
trachons every where, terrors, .oppreffions, convulfions : From this fcene of t

fufion, which could not long continue, all men, he hoped, would be brought to 

reflect on that antient government, under which they and their anceflors had fo 
long enjoyed happinefs and tranquillity. 

THo' Charles kept his ears open to all propofa1s, and expected to hold the 
balance between the oppofite parties, he entertained more hopes of accommoda

tion with the army. He had experienced the exrreme rigour of the parliament. 

They pretended totally to ann'bilate his authority : They had confined his per
fan. In both thefe particulars, the army fhowed more indulgence*. None of 

his friends were debarred his prefence. And in the propofals, which the coun
cil of officers fent for the fettlement of the nation, they infifted neither on the 
abolition of epifcopacy, nor on the punifhment of the royalifts; the two points 

to which the King had the mofl: extreme reluctance : And they demanded that 

a period fhould be put to the prefent parliament, the event for which he moft 

ardently longed. 
His conjunCtion too feemed more natural with the generals, than with that 

ufurping affembly, who had fo long affumed the entire authority of the fiate, and 

who had declared their refolution ftill to continue mafters. By gratifying a few 
perfons with titles and preferments, he might draw over, he hoped, the whole 

military power, and, in an inftant, reinfl:ate himfelf in his civil authority. To 

Ireton he offered the lieutenancy of Ireland: To CtomweJ, the garter, the title 
of Ear] of Effex, and the command of the army. Negotiations to this purpofe 
were fecretly conducted. Cromwel pretended to hearken to them; and was plea
fed to keep the door open for an accommodation, if the courfe of events fhould, 

at any time, render it neceffary. And the King, who had no fufpicion, that 

one, born a private gentleman, could entertain the daring ambition of feizing a 
fceptre, tranfmitted thro' a long line of monarchs ; indulged hopes, that he would, 
at Jaft, embrace a meafure, which, by all the motives of duty, intereft, and fafe

ty, feemed to be recommended to him. 

WHILE Cromwel allured the King by thefe expectations, he ftill continued his 

fcheme of reducino the parliament to fubjetl:ion, and depriving them of all means 

of refiftance. To 
0

gratify the army, the parliament invefl:ed Fairfax with the title 
of O'eneral in chief of all the forces in England and Ireland ; and entrufted the 

whcle n1ilitary authority to a perfon, who, tho' well inclined to their fervice, was 

no longer at his own difpofaL 

• Warwick, p. 303. 
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Chap. X. THEY voted, that the troops, which, in obedience to them, had inJiftcd for 
16

+7· Ireland, and deferted the rebellious army, fhould be difbanded, or, in other 
words, be puni!hed for their fidelity. The forces in \:he north, under Pointz, 
had already mutinied againfl: their general, ar~d had entered into an affociation , 
with that body of the army, which was fo fuccefsfully employed in exaltmg the 
mili tary above the civil authority *. 

T'H AT no refource might remain to the parliament, it was demanded, that the 
tniliria of London Cnould be changed, the prefbyterian commiffiontrs d1fplacecl, 
and the command reftored to thofe, who, during the courfe of the war, had cor.
fiantly exercifed it. The parliament even complied wi[h fo violent a demand, 
and pa!fcd a vote in obedience to the army t. 

Bv this unlimited patience, they propofed to temporize under their prefent 
difficulties, and they hoped to i1nd a more favourable opportunity for recovering 
their authority and influence: But the impatience of the city loft them all the 

' zoth of July. advantage of their cautious meafures. A petition againft the alteration of the 
n1ilitia was carried to Wefl:minfrer, attended by the apprentices and feditious mul
titude, who befieged the door of the commons ; and by their clamour, noife, 
and violence, obliged them to reverfe that vote, which they had paffed fo lately. 
"Vhen gratified in this pretenfion, they immediately difperfed, and left the par· 
Jiament at liberty :t· 

No fooner was intelligence of this tumult conveyed to Reading, than the army 
were put in motion. The two houfes being under reftraint, they were refolved, 
they faid, to vindicate, againft the feditious citizens, the invaded privileges of 
parliament, and reftore that affembly to its juft freedom of debate and council. 
In their way to London, they were drawn up on Hounilow l-Ieath ; a formidable 
army, twenty thoufand ftrong, and determined, without regard to laws or liber
ty, to purfue whatever meafures their generals fhould dictate to them. Here 
the moft favourable event happened, to quicken and encourage their advance. · 
The fpeakers of the two houf:s, Manchefter and Lenthal, attended with eight 

_ peers, and about fixty commoners, having fecretly retired from the city, pre-
. fented themfelves with their maces and all the enfigns of their dignity ; and com

plaining of the violence put upon them, applied to the army for defence and pro
tection. They were received with fhouts and acclamations : Refpect was paid 
them as to the parliament of England : And the army being provided of fo plau
fible a pretence, which, in all public tranfactions, is of great confequence, ad
vanced to chaftife the rebellious city, and to re-inftate the violated parliament §. 

* Rulhw. vol. vii. p .• 6zo. t Ibid. p. 629. 632. 

t Rufhw. vol. vii. p. 641. 643• Clarendon, vol. v. p. 6r. Whitlocke, p. z63. Cl. Wal-
ker, p. 38. § Ruihw. vol. viii. p. 750. Cla:rendon, vol. v. p. 63. 
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NEITHER Lenthal nor Manchefter were efteemed independents; and fuch a Chap. x. 
ftep in them was intirely unexpeCted. But they p·obably forefaw, that the army x647· 

rnuft, in the end, prevail, and they were willing to pay court in time to that au-
thority, which began to predominate in the nation. 

THE parliament, forced from their temporizing meafures, and obliged to re
fign, at once, or combat for their liberty and pQwer, prepared themfelves with 
vigour for defence, and determined to refift the violence of the army. The two 
houfes immediately chofe new fpeakers, Lord Hun !don, and f-Ienry Pelham: 
They renewed their former ~rders for inlifting tnops : They appointed Maffey 
to be commander : They ordered the trained bands to mann the lines : And the 
whole city was in a ferment, and refounded with military preparations*. 

vV HEN any intelligence arrived, that the army lopped or retreated, the ihout 
of One and all, ran with alacrity, from fheet to fireet, among the citizens: When 
news came of their advancing, the cry of 'l'reat a1d capitulate, was no lef<i loud 
and vehement t. The terror of an univerfal pilage, and even maffacre, had 
feized the timid inhabitants. 

As the army approached, Rainfborow, being fnt by the general over the ri
ver, prefented himfelf btfore Southwark, and was gladly received by fome fol
diers, who were quartered there for its defence, and who were refolved not to 
feparate their interefts fron1 thofe of the army. lt behoved then the parliament 
to fubmit. The army marched in triumph thro' the city ; but prt>ferved the 
greatefr order, decency, and appearance of humility. They conduCted to Weft- 6th of Aug. 
minfter the two fpeakers, who took their feats as if nothing had happened. The 
eleven impeached members, being accufed as catfes of the tumult, were expel· 
led ; and moft of them retired beyond fea : Seve.1 peers were impeached : The 
mayor, one fherriff, and three aldermen, fent to the Tower: Several citizens 
and officers of the militia, committed to prifon : Every deed of the parliament 
annulled, from the day of the tumult till the return of the fpeakers : The lines 
about the city levelled : The militia reftored to the independents : Regiments 
quartered in Whitehall and the Meufe : And the )arliament being reduced to a The army 

regular formed fervitude, a day was appointed of hlemn thankfgiving to God for fub~.ue thet • par11amen • 
the reftoration of its liberty :f:. 

THE independent party exulted in their viCtcry. The whole authority of 
the nation, they imagined, was lodgc>d in their bards ; and they had a near pro
fpect of moulding the government into that imaginary republic, .which had long 
been the objeCt of their wifbe . They had fecr~tly concurred m all encroach
ments of the military power; and they expeCted, by the terror of the fw.ord, to 
impofe a more perfeCt fyftem. of liberty on the reluCtant nation. All parties, the 

• Rufhw. vol. vii. p. 646. f \Vt.itlocke, p. z6j. 

t Rufhw. vol. viii. p. 797, 798, &c. king, 
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king, the church, the parliament, the prefbyterians, had been guilty of errors, 
fince the commencement of thefe diforders : But it muft be confeffed, that this 
delufion of the independents and republicans was, of all others, the moft con
trary to common fenfe and the eftablifued maxims of policy. Yet were the 
leaders of that party, Vane, Fiennes, St. John, Martin, the men in England 
the mofl celebrated for profound thought and deep contrivance; and by their 
well·coloured pretences and profeffions, they had over-reached the whole nation. 
To deceive fuch men would argue a fuperlative capacity in Cromwel ; were it not, 
that, befides the great difference there is between dark, crooked councils and true 
wifdom, an exorbitant paffion for rule and authority will make the moft prudent 
overlook the dangerous confequences of fuch meafures as feem to tend, in any de
gree, to their own advancement. 

THE leaders of the army, having eftablifhed their dominion over the parlia
ment and city, ventured to bring the King to Hampton-Court; and he lived, 
for fome time, in that palace, with an appearance of dignity and freedom. Such 
admirlble equability of temper did he poifefs, that, during all the variety of 
fortune, which he underwent, no difference was perceived in hi~ countenance 
or behaviour; and tho' a prifone.r, in the hands of his moll: inveterate enemies, 
he fupported, towards all who approached him, the majefty of a monarch ; and 
that, neither with lefs nor greater ftate, than what he had been accufto1ned to 
maintain. His manner, which was not in itfelf popular nor gracious, now ap
peared amiable, from its great n1eeknefs and equality. 

THE parliament renewed their applications to him, and prefented him with the 
conditions, which they had offered at Newcaftle. The King declined accepting 
them, and defired the parliament to take the propofals of the army into confidera.: 
tion, and make them the foundation of the public fettlement *. He ftill enter
tained hopes, that his negotiations with the generals would be crowned with fuc
cefs ; tho' every thing, in that particular, bore daily a worfe afpeB:. Moft hifto
rians have thought, that Cromwel never was fincere in his profeffions ; and that, 
having, by force, rendered himfelf m after of the King's perfon, and, by fair 
pretences, acquired the countenance of the royalifts, he had employed thefe ad
vantages to the enflaving the parliament: And afterwards thought of nothing but 
the eftablifument of his own unlimited authority, with which he efteemed the 
reftoration, and even life of the King, altogether incompatible. This opi
nion, fo much warranted by the exorbitant ambition and profound diffimulation 
of his character, meets with ready belief; tho' 'cis more agreeable to the nar· 
rownefs of human views, and the darknefs of futurity, to fuppofe, that this da
ring ufurper was guided by events, and did not, as yet, forefee, with any affu
rance, that unparalleled greatnefs, which he afterwards attained. Many writers 

* Rufuw. vol. viii. p. 8xo. 
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of that age have afferted *, that he really intended ' to make a private ba:rgain Chap. x. 
16.:!.;. 

* Salmonet, Ludlow, Holiis,. &c. all thefe, efpecially the laft, bein5 the declared inveterate ene
mies of C rom\\-CI, are the more to be credited, when th~y advance any faa, whi h may fervc to apo
logize for hh violent and criminal condutl:. There prevails a ftory, that Cromwel intcrcerted a let
ter, wrote t.J the ~een, \vhere the King faid, that he would firft raif.! and then <it:ftroy Cromwel. 
But, befides that th1s conduB: feems to Cvntrad:tt the chara -" er of the King, it is, on other account~, 
totally unworthy of credit. It is firft told by Roger Ccke, a very paffionate and foolifh J.iflorian, 
who wro.e too fo late as the revoln~ion, and who mentions it only as a rumour. In the memoirs of 
Lord Broghill, \VC meet with anoth<..r fiory of an intercep·ed letter, w hi eh dcferves fome more atten
tion, and agrees very well with the narration here given. It is th 'l5 relatr d by Mr. Maurice, cl a plain 
to Rf')ger Ea.-! of Orrery. " Lord Orrery, in the time of his gre ~ tnlfs with Cromwel, j.;£1: after he 
~' h •d fo f::a fonabl y relieved h ·m in his great cifbefs at Cion me I, riding out of Youghall one day 
'' with h im and Ir...:ton, they fell into difcourfe :.bout the Ki,.,g's death. Cro.nwel thereupon fa ;d 
" more than once, th 1t if the King had followed his own judgn .ent, and had been attended by 

" none but trufry fervants, he had fuolcd them all; and that once they had a mir.d to have clofed with 
" him, but, upon fomething that h'ppe1ed, fdl off from that ddign. Orrery finding them in goo:l 

" humour, and being alone with them, afked if he mi-='ht prefume to deGre to kno\~, why they would 
~' once have clufed with his Majcfty, and why they did ncJt. Cromwel very freely told him, he would 
'"' fatisfy him in both his queries. The reafon (fays he) why we would have clofed with the King 
'' was this : We foun I that tht> Scots and prefbyte. ians began to b, more powerful than we, and were 

'' likely to agree with him, and leave us in the lurch. For this reafon we thought it befi to prevent 
"' them by offering firft to come in upon reafonable conditions: But whilft our thoughts were taken 

'"' up with this fubjeet, there cal!le a letter to us from one of our fpies, who was of the King's bed
" chamber, acquainting us, that our final doom was decreed that very day; that he could r.ot poffibly 

u learn what it w&s, but we might difcover it, if we coJld but intercept a letter fent from the King 
" to the ~een, wherein he informed her of his refolution; that this 'etter was fowen up in the 
" fk.irt of a faddle, and the bearer of it would come with the faddle upon his head, about ten of the 

" clock that night, to the Blue Boar in Holbourn, where he was to take horfe for Dover. The 
'-' meffenger knew nothing of the letter in the faddle, tho' fome in Dover did. We were at Wind

" for (faid Cromwel) when \\e receiveel thi letter, and immediately upon the receipt of it, Iretoo 
u and I rtfolved o take ore trufiy fellow wit • us, and to go in troopers habits to that inn. We 
" did fo; and leaving our man at the gate of the "nn, ( vhit.h had a \ icket only open to let perfons . 

'-' in and out) to watch and give us notice when any man came in with a faddle, we went into a , 
'~ drinking-ftall. We there continued, drinking ca~s of beer,.. till about ten of the clock, when our 
" centinel at the gate gave us not·ce, thn the man wtth the faddle wa· come. We rofe up prefently, . 
" and juft as the man was leading out his horfe fadd!ed, we came up to him with _drawn fwords, and 
" told him, we were to fearch all that went in and out there; but as he looked hke an honeft m. n, 
" we would only fearch his faddle and fo difmifs him. The faddle was ungirt, we carried it into the 

" ftall where we had been drinking, and ripping open one of the fkirts, we there found the letter 
" we ~anted. Ha\ing thus got it into our hands, we delivered the man (whom we had left with 
" our centinel) his faddle, told him he was an honeft fellow, and bid him go about his bulinefs; 

'' which he d id , ' purfuing his journey without more ado, and ignorant of the harm he had fuffered. 

" We found in the letter, th :! t his Majefty acquainted the QEeen, that he was courted by both 
" fattiom, the Scots prdb) terians and the army; and that thofe which bade the ~aireft for him 
" £hould have him ; but yet he thought he £hould clofe with tht;: Scots fooner than wHh t~e other. 

" Upon this we returned to Winafor; and .finding we wcr~ not l.ike t?. have good terms ~rom the 

" King, we from that time vowed his dcftt uction." ' Th1s rel~tton futtmg w,ell en~ugh ~Ith ~th~: 
' pairages and circumftances at this time, I have inferted to gratify the reade~ s cunoiity • Cart~ 
Orrnond, vol. ii. P• u._ with 
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Ch •n. Y. with the King; _a meafure, which carried the m oft plauGble appearance both for 
1
G47· his fafety and advancement: But that he found infuperable difficulties in reconci-

Jicg -to it the wild humours of the army. The horror and antipathy of thefe fa
natics had, for many years, been artfully fomented againft Charles ; and tho' their 
principles were, on all occafion~, eafily warped and eluded by private intereft, yet 
was fome colouring requifite, and a flat contradiCtion to all former profeffions and 
tenets cou Id not fafely be propofed to them. 'Tis certain, at leal1:, that Cromwel 
made ufe of this reafon, why he admitted rarely of vifits from the King's friends, 
and !bowed lefs favour than formerly to the royal caufe. The agitators, he ii1id, 
had reodered him odious to the army, and had reprefented him as a traitor, who, 
for the fake of private intereft, was ready to betray the caufe of God to the great 
enemy of piety and religion. Defperate projects too, he aiferted to be fecretiy 
formed, for the murder of the King ; and he pretended much to dread 1el1: all 
his ~i uthority, and that of the commanding officers, would not be able to refhain 
thefe enthufiafl:s from their bloody purpofes *. 

INTELLIGENCE being daily brought to the King of menaces thrown ·out by 
the agitators ; he began to think of retiring from Hampton-Court, and of put
ting himftlf in fome place of fafety. The guards were doubled upon him : The 
promifcuous concourfe of people reftrained : A more jealous care exerted in at
tending his perfon : Ali, under colour of protetling him from danger; but really 
with a view of making him utneafy in his refent fituation. Thcfe artifices foon 
opera~ed the intended effect. Charles, v·ho was naturally apt to )e fwayed by 
council, and who had not then accefs to any good council, tock fuddenly a refo
lution of withdrawing himfelf, tho' without any concerted, at leafc, any rational 
fcheme, for the future difpofal of his perfon. Attended only by Sir John 

I uh of Nov. Berkeley, Af11burnham, and Leg, he privately left Hampton-Court ; and his 
efcape was not difcovered, till near an hour after; when thofe, who entered his 
chamber, found on the table feme letters directed to the parliament, to the ge
neral, and to the officer, who had attended him t. All night, he travelled thro' 
the foreft, and arrived next day at Tichfield, a feat of the Earl of Southampton, 
where the Countefs dowager refided, a woman of great honour, to whom, the 
King knew, he might fafely entruft his perfon. Before he arrivtd at this place, 
he had gone to the fea~coaft; and expreffed great anxiety, that a fl1ip, which he 
feemed to look for, had not arrived; and from thence, Berkeley and Leg, who 
were not in the fecret, conjeCtured, that his intention was to tranfport himfdf 
beyond fea. · 

King flies to 
the ifle of 
Wight. 

THE King could not hope to remain long concealed at Tichfield : What mea
fure !hould be next embraced, was the queftion. In the neighbourhood lay the 

If. Clarendon~ voJ. v. p .• 76, t Ruihw. vol. vlii. p. 871. 
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ine of Wight, of which Hammond was governor. This man was intirely de
pendent on Cromwel. At his recommendation he had married a daughter of the 
famous Hambden, who, during his life-time, had been an intimate friend of Cram
we!, and whofe memory was e~er religioufly refpected by him. Thefe circum
ftances were very unfavourable: Yet, becaufe the governor was nephew to Dr. 
Hammond, the King's favourite chaplain, and had acquired a good character in 
the army, it was thought proper to have recourfe to him, in the prefent exigence, 
when no other rational expedient could be thought of. Afhburnham and Berke
ley were difpatched to the ifland. They had orders not to jnform Hammond 
of the place, where the King lay concealed, till they had firft obtained a promife 
of him not to deliver up his Majefty, tho' the parliament and army fhould re
quire him; but to reflore hin1 to his liberty, if he could not defend him. This 
promife, it is evident, would have been a very flender fecurity : Yet even with
out exacting it, Afhburnham, imprudently, if not treacherouOy, brought Ham· 
mond to Tichfield ; and the King was obliged to put himfelf into his hands, and 
to attend him to Carifbroke-cafrle in the ifle of Wight, where, tho' received w;th 
great demonflrations of refpect and duty, he was in reality a prifoner. 

LoRD CLAR EN DON* is pofitive, that the King, when he fled from Hampton
Court, had no intention of going to this iOand ; and indeed, all the circum
ftances of that hiftorian's narrative, which we have here followed, ftrongly favour 
this opinion. But there remains a letter of Charles to the Earl of Laneric, fe
cretary of Scotland ; in which he plainly intim11tes, that that meafure was volun
tarily embraced, and even infinuates, that, if he had thought proper, he might 
have been in Jerfey, or any other place of fafety t. Perhaps, he ftill confided 
in the promifes of the generals ; and flattered himfelf, that, if he were removed 
fron1 the fury of the agitators, by which his life was immediately threatened, 
they would execute what they had fo often promifed in his favour. 

WHATEVER may be the truth in this matter; for it is impoffible fully to afcer
tain the truth ; Charles was never guilty of a weaker ftep, nor one more agree-

• Page 79, So, &c. 
t Thefe are the words: " Laneric; I wonder to hear (if that be true) that fome of my friends 

" fay, that my going to Jerfey would much more have furthered my perfonal treaty, than my coming 
'' hhher, for which, as 1 fee no colour of reafon, fo I had not been here, if I had thought that fan
" cy true, or had not been fecured of a perfonal treaty ; of which I neither do, nor I hope will re
" pent: For I am daily more and more fatisfied with the governor, and find thefe iflanders ve.1 y good, 
" peaceable and quiet people. This encouragement I have thought not unfit for you to rece;ve~ ho
" ping at Ieaft it may do good upon others, tho' needlefs to } ou. '' Burnet's Memoirs of Hamtlton• 
p. 326. See alfo Rufhworth, part 4· vol. ii. p. 941. All the writers of that age, except Cl~rendon, re
prefent the King's going to the ifle of Wight as voluntary and in:ended. .P:ihaps the ~wg th?ught 
it little for his credit, to be trepanned into this meafure, and \Vas more Willing to take It on ~~~n~ lf 
as intirely voluntary. Perhaps, he thought it would encourage his friends, if they thought h1m m a 
fituation, which wa_s not difagreeable to him. 
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able to Cromwel, and all his enemies. He was now lodged in a place, removed 
from his partizans, at the difpofal of the army, whence it would be very diffi
cult to deliver him, either by force or artifice. And tho' it was always in the 
power of Cron1wel, whenever he pleafed, to have fent him thither ; yet fuch a 
n1eafure would have been very invidious, if not accompanied with fome danger. 
That the King !hould voluntarily throw himfelf into the fnare, and at once 
forfeit his own reputation of prudence, and gratify his implacable perfecucors, 
was to them an incident peculiarly fortunate, and proved in the iifue very fatal 
to him. 

CROMWEL, being now intirely mafier of the parliament, and free from all 
anxiety, with regard to the King's perfon, applied himfelf feriouOy to quell thofe 
diforders in the army which he himfelf had fo artfully raifed, and fo fuccefsfully 
employed, againft both King and parliament. In order to engage the troops into 
a rebellion againfi. their mafrers, he had encouraged a very arrogant fpirit among 
the inferior officers and private men ; and the camp, in many refpech, carried 
more the appearance of civil liberty than of military ob.edience. The troops 
themfel ves were formed into a kind of republic ; and the plans of imaginary re
publics for the fettlement of the fiate, were, every day, the topics of con verfa
tion among thefe armed 1egiflators. Royalty it was agreed to abolilh: Nobility 
muft be fet afide : Even all ranks of men be levelled; and an univerfal ~quality 
of property, as well as power, be introduced among the citizens. The faints, 
they faid, were the falt of the eanh : An intire parity had place among the elect: 
And, by the fame rule, that the apoftles were exalted from the moft ignoble pro
feffions, the' meanefi: centinel, if enlightened by the fpirit, was intitled to equal 
regard with the greateft commander. In order to wean the foldiers from thefe 
licentious maxims, Cromwel had iffued orders for difcontinuing the meetings of 
the agitators ; and he pretended to pay intire obedience to the parli~ment, whom, 
being now reduced fully to fubjection, he propofed to make, for the future, the 
infrruments of his authority. But the Levellers, for fo that party in ·the army 
was called, having experienced the fweets of dominion, would not fo eafily be 
deprived of it. They fecretly continued their meetings : They aiferted, that 
their officers, as much as any part of the church or il:ate, ftood in need of re
formation : Several regiments joined in feditious remonftrances and petitions *: 
Separate rendevoufes were concerted : And every thing tended to total anarchy 
and confufion. But this diftemper was foon cured by the rough, but dexterous 
hand of Cromwel. He chofe the occafion of a review, that he might difplay 
the greater boldnefs, and fpread the terror the wider. He feized the ringleaders 
before their companions: Held in the field a council of war : Shot one mutineer 

...... Ru!hw. vol. viii. p. 845, 859~ 
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infrantly; and flruck fuch dread into the refr, that they prefently threw down 
the fymbols of fedition, which they had difplayed, and thenceforth returned to 
their wonted difcipline and obedience t. 

CROMWEL had great d ference for the council of Ireton; a man, who, having 
grafted the foldier on the lawyer, the fiatefman on the faint, had adopted fuel 
principles as were fitted to introduce the fevereft tyranny, while they feemed to 
encourage the n1ofl: unbounded licence, in hutnan fociety. Fierce in his nature, 
tho' probably finccre in his intentions ; he propofed by arbitrary power to eflablifh 
liberty, and, in profecution of his imagined religious purpofes, he thought him
felf difpenfed from all the ordinary rules of morality, by which inferior mortals 
mufl: allow themfelves to be governed. From his fuggeflion, Cromwel fecretly 
called at Windfor a council of the chief officers, in order to deliberate concern
ing the fettlement of the nation, and the future difpofal of the King's perfon*. 
In this conference, which commenced with devout prayers, poured forth by 
Cromwel himfelf and other infpired perfons (for the officers of this army received 
infpiration with their commiffion) was firft opened the daring and unheard of 
council, of bringing the King to juflice, and of punifhing, by a judicial fentence, 
their fovereign for his pretended tyranny and mal-adminiil:ration. While Charles 
lived, even tho' reftrained to the clofeft prifon, confpiracies, they kn~w, and in
furreB:ions would never be wanting, in favour of a prince, who was fo extremely 
revered and belo-ved by his own party, and \\horn the nation in general began to 
regard with gre,1t aff~B:ion and compaffion. To murder him privately was ex
pofed to the imputation of inju!lice and cruelty, aggravated by the bafenefs of 
fuch a crime ; and every odious epithet of Traitor and AJ!a./fin would, by the ge
neral voice of mankind, be undifputably afcribed to the actors of fuch a villany. 
Some unexpected procedure muft be attempted, which would aftonilh the world 
by its novelty, would bear the femblance of juflice, and would cover its barba
rity by the audacioufnefs of the enterprize. Striking in with the fanatical notions 
of the intire equality of mankind, it would enfure the devoted obedience of the 

, army, and ferve as a general engagement againft the royal family, whom, by their 
open and united deed, they would fo heinouily affront and injure t. 

Tr-ns n1eafure, therefore, being fecretly refolved on, it w~s requifite, by de .. 
grees, to make the parliament adopt it, and to conduct them from violence to 

t Rufhw. vol. vii;. p. 87.)· Clarendon, vol. v. p. 87. 
Clarendon, vol. v. p. gz. 

t The following was a very favourite text among the enthufiafrs of that age. " Let the high 
'' praifes of God be in the mou:hs of his faint ·, and a twofold fword in their h~nds, ~o ex'c~te ven. 
" g~:mce upon the heathen and ~uniiliment upon the people; to bind thei: kmgs WI.th chams and 
'' their nobles with fetters of iron; to execute upon them the judgments wmten : This honour have 
" all his f<,ints.'' . PfaJ. cxlix. ver. 6, 7, 8, 9· Hugh Peters, the mad ch1 lain of Cromwel, preach-
ed frequen:ly upon this text. 
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violence ; till this laft act of atrocious iniquity fhould feem, in a manner, wholJy 
inevitaJ.->le. The King, in or~:ler to remove thofe fears and jealouGes, which were 
perpetually pleaded as reafons for every invafion of the conftitution, had offered, 
by a meffage, fent from Carifbroke caftle, to refign, during his own life, the 
power of the militia and the nomination to all the great offices ; provided that, 
after his death, thefe prerogatives ihould again revert to the crown * : But the 
parliament acted intirely as viCtors and enen1ies; and in all their tranfaCtions with 
him, payed no longer any regard to equity or reafon. At the infl:igation of the 
independents and army, they neglected this offer, and framed four propofitions, 
which they fent him as preliminaries ; and, before they would deign to treat, they 
demanded his pofitive alfent to all of them. By one, he was required to inveft 
the parliament with the military power for twenty years, together with an autho .. 
rity to levy whatever money fhould be nece.ffary for exercifing it: And even after 
the twenty years fhould be elapfed, they referved a right of realfuming the fame 
authority, whenever they lhould declare the fafety of the kingdom to require it. 
By the fecond, he muft recall all his proclamations and declarations againft the par
liament, and acknowledge that affembly to have taken arms for their juft and ne
ceffary defence. By the third, he was to annuli all the aCts, and void all the pa
tents of peerage, which had palfed the great feal, fince it had been canied from 
London by Lord-Keeper Littleton. By the fourth, he gave the two houfes 
power to adjourn as they thought fit : A demand feemingly of no great confe
quence; but contrived by the independents, that they might be able to remove 
the parliament to places, where it ihould remain in perpetual fubjeCtion to the 
army t. 

THE King regarded the pretenfion as moft unufual and exorbitant, that he 
:fhould make fuch conceffions, while infecure of any fettlement ; and ihould blind
ly truft his enemies for the conditions, which they were afterwards to grant him. 
He required, therefore, a perfonal treaty with the parliament, and defired that 
all the terms, on both fides, ihould be adjufted, before any conceffions, on either· 
fide, fhould be infifted on. The republican party in the houfe pretended to take 
fire at this anfwer; and openly inveighed, in the moft virulent terms, againft the 
perfon and government of the King; whofe name, hitherto, had commonly, in 
all debates, been mentioned with fome degree of reverence. Ireton, feeming to 
fpeak the fenfe of the army, under the appellation of many thoufand godly men, 
who had ventur~ their Jives in defence of the parliament, faid, That the King, 
by denying the four bills, had refufed fafety and protection to his people; that 
their obedience to him was but a reciprocal duty for his proteCtion of them ; and 
that, as he had failed on his part, they were freed from all obligations to allegi-

Rufhw. vol. viii. p. Sio t Clarendon, vol .. v. p. 88. 
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ance, and muft fettle the nation, without confulting any longer fo mifguided a * C Chap. X. 
prince · . rom we], after giving an a 1 ple charaCter of the valour, good affeEti- 1648. 

ons, and goLHinefs f the army, fubjoined That it was expetl.ed the parliament 
fhould govern and defend the kingdom by their own power and refolutions, and 

not accuftom t e people any longer to expect fafety and govtrnment from an ob-
ftinate man, whofe heart God had hardened ; that thofe, who, at the expence of 
their blood, had hitherto defended the parliament from fo many dangers, would 
frill continue, with fidelity and courage, to protect them againft all oppofition, in 
this vigorous meafure. " Teach then1 nut," added he, " by your negl Cling 
" your own fafety and that of the kingdom (in which theirs too is involved) to 
" imagine themfelves betrayed, and their interefts abandoned to the rage and 
" malice of an irreconcilable enemy, whom, for your fake, they have dared to 

" provoke. Beware, (and at theft words he laid hi.s hand on his fword) beware, 

" left dtfpair caufe them to feek fafety by fome other means, than by adhe-

'' ring to you, who know not how to confult your own fafety t." Such argu-
ments prevailed ; tho' ninety-one members had ftill the courage to oppofe. It 15th of Jan 

was voted, that no more addreffes be made to the King, nor any letters or meffa-
ges be received from him ; and that it be treafon for any one, without leave of 

the two houfes, to have any intercourfe with him. The Lords concurred in the 

fame ordinance :f:. 
Bv this vote of non-addreffes, for fo it was called, the King was, in reality, 

dethroned, and the whole conftitution forn1ally overthrown. So violent a mea
fore was fup~orted by a declaration no lefs violent. The blackeft calumnies were 

there thrown upon the King ; fuch as, even in their famous remonftrance, the 
commons thought proper to omit, as incredible and extravagant : The poifon
ing his father, the betraying Rochelle, the contriving the Iriili maffacre §. 
By blafting his fame, had that injury been in their power, they formed a very 

proper prelude to the murthering of his perfon. 

N 0 fooner had the King refufed his affent to the four bills, than Hammond> 
by orders from the army, removed all his fervants, cut off all his correfpondence 

with his friends, and fhut him up in clofe confinement. The King afterwards 
fhowed to Sir Philip Warwick a decrepid old man, who, he faid, was employed 
to kindle his fire, and was the beft company he enjoyed, during feveral months 
that this rigorous confinement lafted 11· No amufement was allowed him, or fo
ciety, which might relieve his anxious thoughts : To be fpeedily poifone~ or af

faffinated was the only profpeB:, which he had, every moment, before hts eyes : 
For he entertained no apprehenfion of a judicial fentence and execution, an event, 

* CJ. Walker, p. 70. t Id. ibid. :1: Rulhw. vol. viii .. F· 965. 967. 
; Rulhw. vol. viii. p. 998.. Clarendona vol. v. P· 93· 
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of which no hiftory hitherto furnifhed an example. Meanwhile the parliament 
were very induftrious in publlfhing, from time to time, the intelligence, which 
they received from I-Iammond ; how chearful the King was, how pleafed with 
every one who approached him, how fatisfied in his prefent condition * : As if 
the view of fuch benignity and conftancy had not been more pr9per to inflame, 
than allay, the general compaffion of the people. The gr~..at fource, whence the 
King derived con~olation amidft all his calamities, was undoubtedly religion; 
a principle, which) in him, feems to have contained nothing fierce nor gloomy, 
nothing which enraged him againfi his ad verfaries, or terrified him with the dif
mal profpeB: of futurity. While every thing around him bore a hoftile afpect; 
while friends, family, relations, whom he paffionately loved, were placed at a 
diftance, and unable to ferve him; he repofed himfelf with confidence in the arms 
of that Being, who penetrates and fuflains all nature, and w hofe feverities, if re
ceived with piety and refignation, he regarded as the fureft pledge of unexhaufl:-
ed favour. ' 

THE parliament and army, meanwhile, enjoyed not, in tranquillity, that power, 
which they had obtained with fo much violence and injuftice. Combinations and 
confpiracies, they were fenfiLle, were every where forming around them; and 
Scotland, whence the King's caufe had received the firft fatal blow, feemed now 
to promife it fupport and affiftance. 

BEFORE the delivery of the King's per on at ewcafl:Ie, and much more, fince 
that even , the fubjeB:s of difcontent had been daily multiplying between the 
two kingdoms. The independents, who began to prevail, took all occafions of 
mortify .ng the Scots, whom the prdbyterians looked on with the greateft affecti
on and veneration. vVhen the Scots commiffioners, who, joined to a committee 
of Englifh lords and commons, had managed the war, were ready to depart, it 
was propofed in parliament to give them thanks for their civilities and good offices. 
The independents prevailed, that the words, Good ojjices, fhould be ~n1ck out ; 
and thus the whole brotherly friendfhip and intimate alliance with the Scots refol
ved itfelf into an acknowledgment of their being well-bred gentlemen. 

THE advance of the army to London, the fubjection of the parliament, the 
feizing of the King at Holmby, his confinement in Carifbroke caftle, were fo 
:nany blows, fenfibly felt by that nation ; as threatening the final overthrow of 
prefbytery, to which they were fo paffionately dtvoted. The covLnant was pro
fanely called, in the houfc of common8, an almanack out of date t ; and that 
impiety, tho' complained of, had palfed uncenfured. Inftead of being able to 
determine and ellablifh orthodoxy by the fword and by penal ftatutes, they faw 
the fc:ctarian army, who were abfolute mafters, claim an unbounded liberty of 

¥ Rufhw. vol. viii. p. 489. t Cl. \Valker, f• 8o. 
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confcience, which the prefbyterians regarded with the utmoft horror. All the Chap. X. 

violences, put on the King, they loudly blamed, as repugnant to the covenant, 1648• 

by which they flood engaged to defend his royal perfon. And thofe very aCtions, 
of which they themfelves had been guilty, they denominated treafon and rebdlion, 
when executed by an oppofite party. 

THE Earls of Loudon, Lauderdale, and Laneric, who were fcnt to London, 
protdled againft the four propofitions ; as containing too great a diminution of 
the King's civil power, and providing no fecurity for religion. They complain· 
ed, that, notwithfi:anding this protefiation, the propofitions were flill inGfted on ; 
contrary to the folemn league and to the treaty between the two nations. And 
when they accompanied the Englifh commiffioners to the if1e of Wight, they fe
cretly formed a treaty with the King, for arming Scotland in his favour*. 

THREE parties, at that time, prevailed in Scotland. The Royalifls, wl~o in
fifted upon the reftoration of the King's authority, without any regard to religi-
ous ftB:s or tenets. Of thefe Montrofe, tho' abfent, was regarded as the head. Invafion from 

The Rigid prejbyteria11s, who hated the King, even more than they abhorred to- Scotland. 

leration ; and who determined to give him no ailiftance, till he fhould fign the 
covenant: Thefe were governed by Argyle. The Moderate prejbyterians, who 
endeavoured to reconcile the interefis of religion and of the crown, and hoped, 
by fupporting the prefbyterian party in England, to fupprefs the feB:arian army, 
and to re-inflate the parliament, as well as King, in their juft freedom and autho
rity : The two brothers, Hamilton and Laneric, were leaders of this par.ty. 

WHEN Pendennis caftle was furrendered to the parliamentary army, Hamil
ton, v. ho then obtained his liberty, returned into Scotlana ; and being gene
roufly determined to remember antient favours, more than recent injuries, he itn
n1ediately embraced, with zeal and fuccefs, the protection of the royal caufe. 
H~ obtained a vote from the parliament to arm 4o,ooo men in fupport of the 
King's authority, and to call over a confiderable body under Monro, who com
manded the Scots forces in Ulfier. And tho' he openly protefted, that the 
covenant was the foundation of all his meafures, he fecretly formed an alliance 
with the Englifh royalifi:s, Sir Marmaduke Langdale and Sir Philip Mufgrave, 
who furprized Berwic and Carlifie) and levied confiderable forces in the north of 

England. 
THE general aff'embly, who fat at the fame time, and were guided by Argy1e, 

dreaded the confequence of thefe meafures, and forefaw, that the oppofite party, 
if fuccefsfu1, would effeB: the reftoration of monarchy, without the eftablilh. 
n1ent of prefbytery in England. To join the King before he had fub~cribed 
the covenant, was, in their eyes, to reftore him to his honour before Chnft was 

• Clarendoo, vo]. v. p. 10 r. 
reltored: 



Chap. X. 
l6f8. 

440 HIS T 0 R Y OF GREAT BRIT A I N. 

reftored to his * ; and they thundered out anathemas againft every one, who payed 
obedience to the parliament. Two fupreme independent judicatories were ereCt
ed in the kingdom ; one threatening the people with damnation and eternal tor
ments, the other with imprifonment, banifhment, and military execution. The 
people were di!l:raCl:ed in their choice ; and the armament of Hamilton's party, 
tho' feconded by all the civil power, went on but flowly. The royalifts he would 
not, as yet, allow to join him, left he might give offence to the eccleGaftical party; 
tho' he fecretly promifed them trufl: and preferment, fo foon as his army fhould 
advance into England. 

W H 1 LE the Scots were making preparations for the invafion of England, 
every part of that kingdom was agitated with tumults, infurrecrions, confpira
cies, difcontents. 'Tis feldom, that the people gain any thing by revolutions 
in governn1ent ; becaufe the new fettlement, jealous and infecure, muft com
n1only be fupported with more expence and feverity than the old : But on no oc
cafion was the truth of this maxim more fenfibly felt, than in the prefent fitua
tion of England. Complaints againft the oppreilion of !hip-money, againft the 
tyranny of ~he ftar-chamber, had rouzed the people to arms : And having 
gained .a compleat viB:ory over the crown, they found themfelves loaded with a 
multiplicity of taxes, formerly unknown ; and fcarce an appearance of Jaw and 
liberty remained in the adminifi:ration. The prdbyterians, who had chiefly fup
ported the war, were enraged to find the prize, juft when it feemed within their 
reach, fnatched by violence from them. The royalifts, difappointed in their 
expeCtations, by the cruel treatment, which the King received from the army, 
were ftrongly animated to rcftore him to liberty, and to recover the advantages, 
which they had unfortunately loft. All orders of men were inflamed with in
dignation at feeing the military prevail over the civil power, and King and par
liament at once reduced to fubjeEtion by a n1ercenary army. Many perfons of 
family and diftint1:ion, from the beginning of the war, had adhered to the par
liament : But all thofe were, by the new party, deprived of authority ; and 
every office was entrufted to the moft ignoble part of the nation. A bafe po
pulace exalted above their fuperiors : Hypocrites exercifing iniquity under the 
vizor of religion : Thefe two circumftances promifed not much liberty or lenity 
to the people ; and thefe were now found united, in .the fame ufurped and illegal 
adminiflration. 

THo' the whole nation feemed to combine in their hatred of military tyranny, 
the ends, which the fevernl parties propofed, were fo different, that little con
cert was obferved in their infurreB:ions. Langhorne, Poyer, and Powel, pref
byterian officers, who commanded bodies of troops in Wales, were the firft who 

* Whitlocke, p. 305. 
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declared themfelves, and dr~w together a confiderable army in thofe parts, which Chap. X. 

were extremely devoted to the royal caufe. An infurreCl:ion was raifed in Kent 1648· 

by young Hales and the Earl of Norwich. Lord Cape I, Sir Charles Lucas, Sir 
George Liile, excited commotions in Eifex. The Earl of Holland, who had fe
veral times changed party, fince the commencement of the civil wars, endea
voured to affemble forces in Surrey. Pomfret caftle in Yorkfhire was furprized 
by Morrice. Langdale and Mufgrave were in arms, and mafters of Berwic and 
Carlifie in the north. 

WHAT feemed the moft dangerous circumftance, the general fpirit of difcon 
tent had feized the fleet. Seventeen fhips, lying in the mouth of the river, de
clared for the King ; and putting Rainfborow, their admiral, afhore, failed over 
to Holland, where the Prince of Wales took the command of them *. 

THE Englifh royalifrs exclaimed loudly againft Hamilton's delays, which they 
attributed to a refined policy in the Scots ; as if their intentions were, that ail 
the King's party fhould firft be fuppreffed, and the viCtory remain intire to the 
prefbyterians. Hamilton, with better reafon, complained of the precipitant hu
mour of the Englifh royalifts, who, by their ill-timed infurreCtions, forced him 
to march his army, before his levies were compleated, or his preparations in any 
forwardnefs. 

No commotions, beyond a tumult of the apprentices, which was foon fup
preffed, were raifed in London : The terror of the army kept the citizens in fub
jeCtion. The parliament was fo overawea, that they declared the Scots to be ene
mies, and all who joined them, traitors. Ninety members, however, of the 
lower houfe had the courage to diffent from this vote. 

CRoMWE L and the military council prepared themfelves with vigour and con
duet for defence. The eftabliihment of the army was, at this time, 26,ooo 
men; but by inlifting fupernumeraries, the regiments were greatly augmented t, 
and commonly confifred of more than double their ftated complement. Colonel 
Horton fidl: attacked the revolted troops in Wales, and gave them a conflderable 
defeat. The remnants of the vanquifhed threw themfelve-s into Pembroke, and 
were there clofely befieged, and foon after taken, by Cromwel. Lambert was 
oppofed to Langdale and Mufgrave in the north, and gained advantages over 
them. Sir Michael Livefey defeated the Earl of Holland at Kingfton, and pur
fuing his viCtory, took him prifoner at St. N eots. F airfax, having routed the 
Kentifh royalifts at Maidftone, followed the broken army : And when they join
~d the Effex infurgents, and threw themfelves into Colchefter; he laid fiege to 
that place, which defended itfelf to the laft extremity. A new fleet was manned, 

• Clarendon, vol. v, _p. '37· 
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C:hap. X. and fent out under the command of Warwic, to oppofe the revolted fuips, of 16~ 8 · which the Prince had taken the command. 

WHILE t e forces were employed in all quarters, the parliament regained its liberty, and began to aB: with its wonted courage and fpirit. The members, who had withdrawn from the terror of the army, returned ; and infufing bqldnefs into their companions, refiored to the prefbyterian party the afcendant, which it had formerly loft. The eleven impeached members were recalled, and the vote, by which they were expelled, was reverfed. The vote too of non-addreffes was repealed ; and commiffioners, five peers and ten commoners, were fent to Newport in the iile of Wight, in order to treat with the King*. He was allowed to fummon feveral of his friends and old counfellors, that he might have their advice in this important tranfaC1:ion t. The theologians on both fides, armed with their fy llogifms and citations, attended as auxiliaries :J:. By them, the flame had . firft been railed ; and their appearance was but a bad prognoftic of its extinction. Any other inftruments feemed better adapted for a treaty of pacification. 
tSth of Sept, WHRN the King prefented himfelf to this company, a great and fenfible alteration was remarked in his afpea from what it appeared the year before, when Treaty of 
Newport. he refided at Hampton- Court. The moment his fervants had been removed, he had laid afide all care of his perfon, and had allowed his beard and hair to grow, and to hang difuevelled and negleeted. His hair was become almoft intirely grey ; either from the decline of years, or from that load of forrows, under which he laboured, and which, tho' borne with conftancy, preyed inwardly on his fenfible and tender mind. His friends beheld with compaffion, and perhaps even his enemies, that Grey and difcrowned head; as he himfelf terms it, in a copy of verfes, which the truth of the fentiment, rather than any elegance of expreffion, renders very pathetic§. Having in vain endeavoured by courage to defend his throne from his armed adverfaries, it now behoved him, by reafon and perfuafion, to fave fome fragments of it, from thefe peaceful, and no lefs implacable negotiators. 

THE vigour of the King's mind, notwithftanding the feeming decline of his booy, here appeared unbroken and undecayed. The parliamentary commiffioners would allow none of his council to be prefent, and refufed to enter into reafoning with any but nirnfelf. He alone, during the tranfaetions of two months, was obliged to fuftain the argument againft fifteen men of the greateft parts and capacity in both houfes ; and no advantage was ever obtained over him U· This was the fcene, above all others, in which he was qualified to excel. A quick conception, a cultivated underftanding, a chafte elocution, a dignified n1anner ; by 
• Clarendon: vol. v. p. 1 eo. SirEd, Walker's Pe1fett Copies, p. 6. t SirEd. Walker, p. 8. t Walker, p. 8. 38. 
~ Burnet's Memoirs of Hamil~on. 11 Herben's Memoirs, p. 72. 
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the:e accompliihments he triumphed in all difcuffions of cool and temperate rea- Cha!:'. X. 

fomng. The King is much changed, faid the Earl of Salifbury to Sir Philip '6+R· 
Warwick : He is extremely improved of late. No, replied Sir Philip; he was always 
fo: But you are now at !aft fenjible of it*. Sir Henry Vane, difcourfing witli his 
fellow-commiffioners, drew an argument from the King's uncommon abilitie , 

why the terms of pacification mufi: be rendered more ftriet and rigid t. But 
Charles's capacity !hone not equally in action as in reafoning. 

THE firft point infi{ted on by the parliamentary commiffioners, was the King's 
recalling all his proclamations and declarations againft the parliament, and the ac
knowledging, that they had taken arms in their own defence. He frankly offered 
the former conceffion ; but long fcrupled the latter. The faHhood, as well as in
dignity of that acknowledgment, begot in his breaft an extreme reluCtance againft 
it. The King had, no doubt, in fome particulars of moment, invaded, frotn 

a feeming neceffity, the privileges of his people : But having renounced all claim 
to thefe ufurped powers, having confeffed his errors, and having repaired every 
breach in the conftitution, and even erected new ramparts, in order to fecure it; 
he could no longer, at the commencement of the war, be reprefented as the ag

greffor. However it might be pretended~ that the former difplay of his arbitra

ry inclinations, or rather his monarchical princi pies, rendered an offenfive or pre

ventive war in the parliament prudent and reafonable; it could never, in any 

propriety of fpeech, make it be denominated a defenfive one. But the parliament, 
fenfible, that the letter of the law condemned them as rebels and traitors; deemed 

this point abfolutely necelfary for their future fecurity: And the King, finding, 

that peace could be obtained on no other terms, at laft yielded to it. He only 

entered a proteit, which was admitted; that no conceffion, made by him, fhould 

be valid, unlefs the whole treaty of pacification was concluded t. 
HE agreed, that the parliament fhould retain, during the term of twenty years, 

the power of the militia and army, and of levying what money they pleafed for 

their fupport. He even yielded to them the right of refuming, at any time after

wards, this authority, whenever they fhould declare fuch a refumption requifite 

for public fafety. In effect, the important power of the fword was for ever ra

vi!hed from him and his fucceffors §. 
HE agreed, that all the great offices, during twenty years, lhould be filled by 

both houfes of parliament 11· He relinquifhed to them the entire government of 
Ireland, and the conduct of the war there**. He renounced the power of the 

wards, and accepted of Ioo,ooo pounds a-year in lieu of it tt. I le acknow~ 
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ledged the validity of their great feal, and gave up his own*. He abandoned. 
the power of creating peers without confent of parliament. And he -agreed, tha.t 
all the debts, contracted in oraer to fupport the war againft him, iliould be paid 
by the p~ople. 

So great were the alterations, made on the Englifh conil:itution by this treaty, 
that the King faid, not without rearon, that he had been more an enemy to his 
people by thefe conceffions, could he have prevented them, than by any other 
action of his life. 

0 F all the demands of the parliament, Charles refufed only two. Tho' he 
relinquifhed almofl: every power of the crown, he would neither give up his 
friends to punifhment, nor defert what he efteerned his religious duty. The fe
vere repentance, which he had undergone, for abandoning Strafford, had, no 
doubt, conGrmed him in the relolution never again to be guilty of a like error. 
His long folitude and fevere affliCtions had contnbuted extremely to rivet him the 
more in thofe religious principles, which had ever a,confider.1ble influence over 
him. His defire, however, of finifhing an accommodation induced him to go 
as far in both thefe particulars, as he thought any way confifient with his duty. 

THE eftates of the royalifts being, at that time, almoft intirely under fequeftra
tion, Charles, who could give them no proteCtion, confented, that they fhould 
pay fuch compofitions, as they and the parliament could agree on ; and only 
begged, that they might be made as moderate as poffible. He had not the dif
pofal of offices ; and it feemed but a fmal.l facrifice to confent, that a certain nu m~ 
ber of his friends fhould be rendered incapable of public employments t. But 
when the parliament demanded a bill of attainder and bani!hment againft fe\'en 
perfons, the Marquefs of Newcafl:le, Lord Digby, Lord Biron, Sir Marmaduke 

, Langdale, Sir Richard Granville, Sir Francis Doddington, and judge Jenkins, 
the King utterly refufed compliance : Their bani!hment for a limited time he was 
willing to agree to :f:. 

RELIGWN was the fatal point about which the differences had firft arifen ; 
and of all others, was the ·leaft fufceprible of compofition or moderation between 
the contending parties. The parliament infiflcd on the efiablifhment of pre!byte· 
ry, the fale of the chapter lands, the abolition of all forms of prayer, and ftriB:: 
laws againft the catholics. The King offered to retrench every thing, which he 
did not efteern of apoftolical inftitution : He was willing to aboli!h archbi!hops, 
deans, prebends, canons: He offered, that the chapter lands fhould be let at low 
leafes during ninety-nine years : He confented, that the prefent church govern
ment fhould contin~e during three years § : After that time, he required not, that 
any thing !hould . be refiored to biihops but the power of ordination, and even 

• Walker, p. 56. 68. t Id. p. 6x. :t: Id. P• 9 1• 93· §Id. P· 29. 35· 49· 

that 
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that po~ver_ to be exercifed by advice of the prefuyters *. If the parliament, upon 
~he. e:pt.ratiOn of that period, was not willing, all other branches of epifcopal 
JUrifdtcbon were aboli!hed, and a new form of church government muft, by com
mon confent, be eftablifhed. The book of common prayer he was willing to re-
nounce, hLit required the liberty of ufing fome other liturgy in his own chapel t. 
A demand, which, tho' feemingly very reafonable, was pofitively refufed by the 
parliament. 

IN the difpute on thefe articles, one is not furprifed, that two of the parlia
nlentary theologians !hould tell the King, crhat if he did not confent to the utter 
abolition of epifcopacy, he would be damned. But it is not without fome indigna
tion, that we read the following vote of the lords and commons. " The houfes, 
" out of their detefi:ation to that abominable idolatry ufed in the mafs, do declare, 
" that they cannot admit of or conient unto any fllch indulgence in any law, as 
'' is delired by his Majefty for exempting the Q8een and her family, from the 
" penalties to be enach(1 againft the exercife of the mafs :f:. '' The treaty, of mar
riage, the regard to the ~een's fex and high ftation, even common humanity ; 
all confiderations were undervalued, in comparifon of their bigoted prejudices §. 

• Walker, p. 65. 
t Wa1ker, p. 71. 

t Walker, p. 75· 8z. Ruihw. vol. viii. p. 13z3. 

IT 

§ The King compofed a letter to the Prince, in which he related the whole courfe of this tranfo 

atlion, and accompanied his narrative, with feveral wife, as well as pathetical refleClions and advi~ 

ct s. The words with which he concluded the letter, are remarkable. '' By what bath been faid, 

" you fee how long I have laboured in the fearch of peace : Do not you be diiheartened to tread in 

" the fame fteps. Ufe all worthy means to reftore yourfelf to your right$, but prefer tne way of 

,, peace : Show the greatnefs of your mind, rather to conquer your enemies by pardoning, than by 

" puniihing. If you faw how unmanly and unchriftian the implacable difpoficion is in our ill-wiihers, 

" you would avoid that fpirir. Cenfure me not for having parted with fo much of our right: The 

•' price was great ; but the commodity was, fecurity to us, peace to my people. And I am con
" fidenr, that another parliament would remember, how ufeful a King's power is to a people's liber

" ty ; of how much power I dive!led myfelf, that I and they might meet once again in a parlia

" mentary way, in ordtr to agree the bounds of prince and people. Give belief to my experience, 

" never to affeCl more greatnefs or prerogative, than what is really and intrinfically for the good o~ 
'' the fubjecb,' not the fatisfaB.ion of favourites. If you thus ufe ir, you will never want meani 

'' to be a father to all, and a bountiful prince to any, whom you incline to be extraordinarily gra• 
" cious to. You may perceive, that all men entrufr their treafure, where it returns them intereft ; 

" and if a prince, like the fea, receive and repay all the frelh fl~eams, which the rivers ent,rui with 

" him, they will not grudge, but pride themfelves, tD make h1m up an ocean. Thefe confidera

,, tions, may make you as great a prince as your father is a low o.ne ; and your !late may be fo_ much 

u the more eftabli!hed as mine bath been ihaken. For our fubJeCts have learned, I dare fay, that 

" viB.ories over their ;rinces, are but triumphs over themfelves, and fo, will more unwilli.ngly hear
" ken to changes hereafter. The Er:glilh nation are a fober people, however, at p~efent, mfatuated. 

" I know not but this may be the Iafi time, I may fpeak to you or the world pubhckly. I am fen

" fib le into what hands I am fallen ; ,and yet, I blefs God, I have thofe inward refrcJhments, "hid1. 
H th 
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IT was evidently the intereft, both of King and parliament, to fini!h their treaty with all expedition; and endeavour, by their combined forces, to refift, if poffible, the ufurping fury of the army. It feemed even the intereft of the parliament, to leave, in the King's hand. a confiderable !hare of authority, by which he might be enabled to proteCt them and himfelf, from fo dangerous an enemy. But the terms, on which they infifted, were fo rigorous, that t 1e King, fearing no worfe from the moft implacable enemies, was in no hafte to come to a conclufion. And fo great was the bigotry on both fides, that they were willing to facrifice the greatefl: civil interefts, rather than relinquifh the moft minute of their theological contentions. From thefe caufes, affifred by the artifice of the independents, the treaty was fpun out to fuch a Jength, that the invafions and infurretl:ions were every where fubdued ; and the army had leifure to execute their violent and fanguinary projeCts. 

Civil war and HAMILTON, having entered England with a numerous tho' undifciplined arinvafion re- my, durft not unite his forces with thofe of Langdale ; becaufe the Englifh royprefied. 
alifts had refufed to take the covenant ; and the Scots prefbyterians, tho' enga-ged for the King, refufed to join them on any other terms. The two armies marched together, tho, at fome diftance; nor could even the approach of the parliamentary army under Cromwel, oblige the covenanters to confult their own fafety, by a clofe union with the royalifts. When principles. are fo abfurd and fo defi:ruB:ive of human fociety, it may fafely be affirmed, that, the more fincere and the tnore difinterefted they are, they only become the more ridiculous and odious. 

CRoMWEL feared not to oppofe 8ooo men, to the numerous armies of zo,ooo, comm· nded by Hamilton and Langdale. He attacked the latter by furprize, 
1 ith of Aug. near Preflon in Lancafhire ; and, tho, the royalifts made a flout refiftance, yet, not being fuccoured in time by their confederates, they were almoft entirely cut in pieces. Hamilton was next attacked, put to rout, and purfued to Utoxeter, where he furrendered himrelf prifoner. Cromwel followed his advantage; and marching into Scotland with a confiderable body, joined Argy1e, who was alfo in arms ; and having fupprelfed Laneric, Monro, and other moderate prefbyterians, he placed the power entirely in the hands of the violent party. The ecclefia(tical authority, exalted above the civil, exercifed the fevereft vengeance on 

'' the malice of my enemies cannot perturb. I have learned to bufy myfelf, by retiring into myfelf; " and therefore can the better digeft whatever befals me ; not doubting, but God's providence will '' reftrain our enemies power, and turn their fiercenefs into his praife. To conclude, if God give you " fuccef.c;, ufe it humbly, and be ever far from revenge. If he refiore you to your right on h:1rd '' condit;ons, whatever }'OIJ promife, keer. Thefe men, who hat·e violated laws, which they " were bound to preferve, will find their triumphs full of trouble. But do not you think any thing " in the ·world worth attaining, by foul and unjuft means.'' 

a I 
6 
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all thofe who had any fi1are in I-!amilton's engagement ; nor could any of that Chap. x. 
party recover ~ruft, or even live in fafety, but by doing folemn and public pe- 16+8· 

nance for takmg arms, by authority of parliament, in defence of their lawful 
fovereign. · 

HE chancellor, Loudon, who had, at firft, countenanced Hamilton's enter
prize, being terrified with the menaces of the clergy, had, fometime before, gone 
over to the other party ; and he now, openly in the church, tho' invefted w'th 
the higheft civil character in the kingdom, did penance for his obedience to the 
parliament, which he termed a carnal felf- fee king. He accompanied his penance 
with fo many tears, and fuch pathetical addreffes to the people for their prayets, 
in this his uttermoft forrow and diftrefs, that an univerfal weeping and lamentation 
took place among the deluded audience*. 

THE loan of great fums of money, often to the ruin of families, was exa&ed 
of all fuch as lay under any fufpicion of favouring the King's party, tho' their 
condutl: had been ever fo inoffenfive. This was a device, fallen upon by the ru
Jing party, in order, as they faid, to reach Heart-Malignants t. Never in this 
if1and, was known a more fevere and arbitrary government, than was generally 
exercifed, by the patrons of liberty in both kingdoms. 

THE fiege of Colchefter terminated in a manner no lefs unfortunate than Ha
n1ilton's engagement, for the royal caufe. After fuffering the utmoft extremity 
of famine, after feeding on the vileft aliments ; the garrifon defired, at laft, to 
capitulate. Fairfax required them to furrender at mercy; and he gave fuch an 
explanation of thefe terms, as to referve to himfe]f power, if he p1eafed, to put 
them all inftantly to the fword. The officers endeavoured, tho' in vain, to per
fua<.le the foldiers, by making a furious alfault, to break thro', or at leaft, to 
fell their lives as dear as poffible. They were obliged to accept of the conditions x8th of Aug. 
olfered ; and Fairfax, inftigated by Ireton, to whom CromweJ, in his abfence, 
had configned over the government of the paffive general, feized Sir Charles 
Lucas and Sir George Lifie, and refolved to make them inftant facrifices to mili-
tary juftice. This unufual piece of feverity was loudly exclaimed againft by all 
the prifoners. Lord Capel, fearlefs of danger, reproached Ireton with it; and 
challenged him, as they were all engaged in the fame honourable caufe, to exer-
cife the fame impartial vengeance on all of them. Lucas was firft fhot, and he 
gave, himfelf, orders to fire, with the fame alacrity, as if he had commanded a 
·platoon of his own foldiers. Li!le inflantly ran a~d l~Hfed the dead b~y, a~d 
then chearfully prefented himfelf to a like fate. Thmktng that the fold1ers, de· 
fiined for his execution ftood at too great a diftance, he called to them to come 
nearer: One of then1 ;eplied, I'll warrant you, Sir, we'll hit you: I-Ie anfwered, 

• Whitlocke, p. 3 6o. t Guihrey. 
finiling, 
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Chap. x. fmiling, Friends, 1 have been nearer you when you have mi.!Jed me. Thus perifned 
1 648. this generous fpirit, not lefs beloved for his n1odefly and humanity, than efl:eemed 

for his courage and military conduct. 

SooN after, a gentleman appearing in the King's prefence, clothed in mourn
ing for Sir Charles Lucas ; that humane Prince, fuddenly recollecting the hard 
fate of his friends, paid them a tribute, ~ hich none of his own unparalleled m if
fortunes ever extorted from him: He difiolved into a flood of teus *. 

4 

BY thefe multiplied fucceffes of the army, they had fubdued all their enemies; 
and none remained but the helplefs King and parliament, to oppofe their violent 
meafures. From Cromwel's fuggeftion, a remonfirance was drawn by the ge- , 
neral council of officers, and fent to the parliament. They there complain of 

·the treaty with the King ; demand his punifhment for the blood fpilt during the 
war ; require a diffolution of the prefent parliament, and a more equal repre 
fentative for the future ; and affert, that, tho' fervants, they are ir.titled to re
prefent tliefe important points to their mafiers, who are themfelves no better than 

TheKing fei- fervants and truft:ees of the people. At the fame time, they c.dvance with the 
zed again by army to \Vindfor, and fend Colonel Eure to feize the King's perfon at Newport, 
the army. and convey him to Hurft caftle in the neighbourhood, where he was reduced to 

very ftrict confinement, 

THIS meafure being forefeen fome time before, the King was e"hortcd to make 
' his efcape, which was conceived to be very eafy : But having given his word to 

the parliament not to attempt the recovery of his liberty during the treaty, and 
three weeks afterwards ; he would not, by any perfuafion, be induced to hazard 
the reproach of violating his promife. In vain was it urged, that a promife, gi
ven to the parliament, could no longer be binding; fince they could no longer 
afford him protection from violence, threatened him by other pefons, to whom 
he was bound by no tye or engagetnenr. The King would indulge no refinements 
of cafuiflry, however plaufible, in fuch delicate fubjetl:s; and was refolved, that 
whatever depredations fortune fhould commit upon him, fhe never fhould bereave 
him of his honour t. 

THE parliament loft not courage, notwithfianding the danger, with which 
they were fo nearly menaced. Tho' without any plan for refifiing military ufur
pations, they generoufiy refolved to withft:and them to the utmoft, and rather to 
bring on a violent and vifible fubverfion of government, than lend their autho
rity to thofe illegal and fanguinary meafures, which were projected. They fet 
afide the remonftrance of the army, without_ deigning to an.f wer it ; they voted 
the feizing the King's perfon, to be without their confent, and.fent a meffage 

• \Vhitlocke. t Col. Cooke's Memoirs, p. 174· Rufhw. vol. \'iii, p. 134-7· 
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to the genera~ to know by what authority that enterprize had been executed; Chap. X. 

and they ifibe:l orders, that the army fuould advance no nearer London. •6+8• 

Ho L L 1 s, the prefent leader of the prdbyterians, was a man of the moft 
unconquerable intrepidity ; and many others of that party feconded his magnani
mous fpirit. It was propofed by them, that the generals and principal officers, 
fhould, for their difobedieoce and ufurpatioAs, be proclaimed traitors by the par
liament. 

BuT the ptrliament were dealing with men, who would not be frightened by 
words, nor ntarded by any fcrupulous delicacy. The generals, under the name 
of Fairfax, (or he ftill allowed them to employ his name) marched the army to 
London, and placing guards in Whitehall, the Meufe, St. J ames's, Durham
houfe, Covent-garden, and Palace-yard, furrounded the parliament with their ho
fHie armamerts. 

THE parliament, deftitute of all hopes of prevailing, retained, however, cou
rage to refift. They attempted, in the face of the army, to clofe their treaty 
with the King; and, tho' they had formerly voted his conceffions with regard 
to the church and delinquents to be unfatisfaCl:ory, they now took into confidera
tion the final refolution with regard to the whole. After a violent debate of three 
days, it was carried, by a majority of 129 againft 8 3, in the houfe of commons, 
that the King's conceffions were a foundation for the houfes to proceed upon in 
the fettlemen1 of the kingdom. 

• I 

TExT d:.y, when tbe commons were to meet, Colonel Pride, formerly a December 6. 

drayman, had blockaded the houfe, at the head of two regiments; and, direct- The hollfe 

ed by the Lcrd Grey of Groby, he feized in the paffage, forty·one members of purged. 

the preibyterian party, and fent them to a low room, which paiTed by the deno-
mination of r-lell ; whence they were afterwards carried to feveral inns. Above 

1 6o me m ben more were excluded ; and none were allowed to enter but the moll: 
furious· and nofi: determined of the independents ; and thefe exceeded not the 
number of fi fty or fixty. This atrocious invafion o( the parliament, commonly 
paiTed under the name of Colonel Pride's purge; fo much diipofed were the nation 
to make n1erry with the dethroning of thofe members, who had violently arro-
gated the whole authority of government, and deprived the King of his legal 
prerogatives. 

THE fubfe,iuent aCls of the parliament, if this diminutive affembly deferves 
that honourable name, retain not the 1eafi: appearance of Jaw, equity, or free
dom. They inftan_tly reverv d the former vore, and declared the King's concef
.fions unfatisf,ctory. They determined, that no members, abfent at this laft vote, 
fuould be re~ived, till they fubfcribed it, as agreeable to their judgment. They 
renewed theil former vote of non-addreifes. And they committed to prifon~ 
Sir William Wailer, Sir John Clotworthy, the generals, Maffey, Brownt and 

VoL. V. M m m Copley, 
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Copley, and other leaders of the prefbyterians. Thefe men, by their credit 
and authority, which was then very high, had, at the commencement of the 
war, fupported the parliament; and thereby prepared the way for the greatnefs 
of the prefent leaders, who, at that time, were of very fmall account in the 
nation. 

THE fecluded members having publifhed a paper, containing a narrative of the 
violence, which had been exercifed upon them, and a proteftation, that all acts 
were void, which, from that time, had been tranfacted in the houfe of commons; 
the remaining members encountered it with a declaration, in which they pro
nounced it falfe, fcandalous, feditious, and tending to the deftruction of th~ vifib1e 
and fundamental government of the kingdom. 

T H E sE fudden and violent revolutions held the whole nation in terror and 
aftoniihment. Every man dreaded to be trampled under foot, in the contention 
between thofe mighty powers, which difputed for the fovereignty of the ftate. 
Many began to withdraw their effects beyond fea: Foreigners fcrupled to give 
any credit to a people, fo torn by domeftic factions, and oppreffed by military 
ufurpation : Even the internal commerce of the kingdom began to ftagnate t 

And in order to remedy thefe growing evils, the generals, in the army's name, 
publifhed a declaration, in which they expreifed their refolution of fupporting 
law and juftice •. 

THi: more to quiet the minds of men, the council of officers took into con
fideration, a fcheme, called 'the agreement of the people ; being the plan 0'f a re
public, to be fubftituted in the place of that government which they had fo vio
lently pulled in pieces. Many parts of this fcheme, for correcting the inequa
lities of the reprefentative, are very plaulible ; had the nation been willing to 
receive it, or had the army intended to impofe it. Other parts are too per
fect for human nature, and favour ftrongly of that fanatical fpirit, fo prevalent 
throughout the kingdom. 

THE height of all iniquity and fanatical extravagance yet remained ; the pub
lic trial and execution of their fovereign. To this period was every meafure pre
cipitated by the zealous independents. 1~he parliamentary leaders of that party 
had intended, that the army fhould, themfelves, execute that daring enterprize ; 
and they deemed fo irregular and lawlefs a deed, befi: fitted to fuch irregular and 
lawlefs inftruments t. But the generals were too wife, to load themfelves fingly 
wi h the infamy, which, they knew, muft attend an aCtion, fo Chocking to the 
general fentiments of mankind. The parliament, they were refolved, fhou!d 
fhare with them the reproach of a meafure, which was thought requifite for 
the advancement of their common ends of fafety and ambition. In the hou:e 

-. Rutbw. vol. viii. p. 1364. t vVhitlod<e. 
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of co:nmons, therefore, a committee was appointed to bring in a charge againft Chap. x. 
the Kmg. On their report a vote paffed, declaring it treafon in a king, to levy 16

48· 

"":ar ag~inft his parliament, and appointing a Hr oH couRT OF JUSTICE to try 
lus Majeil:y for this new invented treafon. This vote was fent up to the houfe of 
peers. 

THE houfe of peers, during the civil wars, had, ail along·, been of fmall ac
count ; but it had lately, fince the King's fall, become totally contemptible ; and 
very few members would fubmit to the mortification of attending it. It hap
pened, that day, to be fuller than ufua], and they were affembled to the number 
of fixteen. Without one diffenting voice, and almoft without deliberation, they 
inftantly rejeCted the vote of the lower houfe, and adjourned themfelves for ten 
days ; hoping that this delay would be able to retard the furious career of the 
commons. 

THE commons were not to be ftopped by fo fmall an obftac!e. Having firfi r6.f't· 

eftablifhed a principle, which is noble in itfelf, and fee1ns fpecious, but is belied 
by a11 hiftory and experience, '!'hat the people are the origin of all jufl power; they 
likewife declared, that the commons of England, affembled in parliament, be
ing chofen by the people, and reprefenting them, have the fupreme authority of 
the nation, and that whatever is enacted and declared law by the commons, bath January 4· 

the force of law, without the confent of king or houfe of peers. The ordinance 
for the trial of Charles Stuart, king of England, fo they called him, was again 
read and unanimoufiy affented to. 

IN proportion to the enormity of the violences and ufurpations, were augment:-: 
ed the pretences of [dnctity, among thofe regicides. " Should any one have vo
,, luntarily propofed," faid Cromwe) in the houfe, " to bring the Kif.lg to pu
'~ nifhment, I fhould have regarded him as the greateft traytor ; but, fince pro
" vidence and neceffity have cafl: us upon it, I will pray to God for a bleffing 
" on your councils ; tho' I am not prepared to give you any advice on this im
,, portant occaflon. Even I myfeJf," fubjoined he, " when I was lately offering 
'~ up petitions for his Majefty's reftoration, felt my tongue cleave to the roof of 
" my mouth, and confidered this fupernatural movement as the anfwer, which 
'' Heaven, having rejeCled the King, had fent to my fupplications." . 

A woMAN of Hertfordfi1ire, illuminated by prophetical vifions, defired admit
tance into the council of war, and communicated to them a revelation, which 
affured them, that their meafures were confecrated from above, and ratified by a 
heavenly fanCtion. This intelligence gave them great comfort, and much confirm· 

ed them in their prefent refolutions *. 
CoLoNEL Harrifon, the fon of a butcher, and the moft furious enthufiaft of 

the army, was fent with a ftrong party to conduCt: the King to London. At 

• Whitlocke, p. 36o. 
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Windfor, l-Iamilton, who was there detained a prifoner, was admitted into the 
King's prefence; and falling on his knees, paffionately exclaimed, lvly dear ma-
fler! I have indeed been fo to you, replied Charles, embracing him. No farther 
intercourfc was allowed between them. The King was inftantly hurried away. 
Hamilton long followed hin1 with his eyes, all fuffufed in tears, and prognofi:i. 
cated, that, in this fhort falutation, he had given the laft adieu to his fovereign 
and his friend. 

CHARLEs himfelf was afiilred, that the period of his life was now approach
ing ; but notwithfl:anding all the preparations, which were making, and the in
telligence, which he received, he could not, even yet, believe, that his enemies 
really meant to conclude their violences by a public trial and execution. A pri
vate affaffination he every moment looked for ; and tho' Harrifon affured him, 
that his apprehenfions were entirely groundlefs, it was by that cataftrophe, fo 
frequent with dethroned princes, that he expected to terminate his life. In ap
pearance, as well as reality, the King was now dethroned. All the exterior fym
bols of fovereignty were withdrawn, and his attendants had orders to ferve hint 
without ceremony. At firft, he was fhocked with inftances of rudenefs and fa
milbrity, to which he had been fo little accufl:omed. }lothing fo contemptible as 
a defpiftd prince I was the reflection, which they fuggefted to him. But he foon 
reconciled his mind to this, as he had done to his other calamities. 

ALL the circumftances of the trial were now adjufted; and the hign court o:fi 
-juftice fully conftituted. It confifted of 13 3 perfons, as named by the commons;. 
but there never met above 70 : So difficult was it found, notwithftanding the 
blindnefs of prejudice, and the allurements of intereft,. to engage men of any 
name or character in that criminal meafure. Cromwel, Ireton, Harrifon, ancL 
the chief officers of the army, moft of them of very mean birth, were members, 
together with fome of the lower houfe and forne citizens of London. The twelve 
judges were at fipft appointed in the number: But as they had affirmed, that it 
was contrary to all the ideas of Englifh law to try the King for treafon, by whofe 
authority all accufations for· treafon muft neceffarily be conducted ; their names,. 
as well as thofe of fome peers, were afterwards fi:ruck out. Bradfhaw, a lawyer, 
was chofen prefident. Coke was appointed folicitor for the people of England. 
Dorifiaus,. Steele, and Afke, were named affiftants. The court fat in Weftminfter
hall. 

IT is obfervable, that, in calling over the court,. when the crier pronouncedJ 
the name of Fairfax, which had been inferted in the number, a voice came from 
one of the fpeetators, and cried, He has more wit than to be here-. When the charge 
was read againft the King, In the name·of the people of England; the fame voice 
exclaimed, Not a tenth part of them. Axtel the officer, who guarded the court, 
giving orders to fire into the box, whence thefe infolent fpeeches came ; it was 
difcovered,, that Lady Fairfax was there, and that it was fhe who had had the· 
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courage to utter them. She was a perfon of very noble extraction, the daughter 
of Horace Lord V ere of Ti1bury; but being feduced by the violence of the 
times, lhe had long feconded her hufband's zeal againft the royal caufe, and was 
now, as well as he, ftruck with abhorrence at the fatal and unexpected confe-
quence of a1l · his boaited victories. 

Chap. X. 
1649· 

THE pomp, the dignity, the ceremony of this tran(aCl:ion correfponded to the The K.ing•3 

greateft conception, that is fuggefted in the annals of human kind ; the delegates trial . 

of a great people fitting in judgment upon their fupreme magiftt:ate and trying 
him for his mifgovernment and oreach of truft. The folicitor, in name of the 
commons, reprefented, that Charles Stuart, being admitted king of England, 
and entrufled with a limited power; yet neverthelefs, out of a wicked dd1gn to 
erect an unlimited and tyrannical government, had traiterouily and maliciouily 
levied war againft the prefent parliament, and the people, whom they reprefent-
ed, and was therefore impeached as a tyrant, traitor, murderer, and a public and 
implacable enemy to the commonwealth. After the charge was finifhed, the pre-
.fident direCted his difcourfe to the King, and told him, that the court expected 
his anfwer. 

THE King, tho' long detained a prifoner, and now produced as a criminal, 
fuftained, by his magnanimous courage, the majefty of a monarch. \iVith 
great temper and dignity, he declined the authority of the court, and refufed to 
fubmit himfelf to their jurifdiction. He reprefented, That, having been en
gaged in treaty with his two houfes of parliament, and having finifhed almolli 
every article, he had expeCted to be brought to his capital in another man
ner, and ere this time, to have been reflored to his power, dignity, revenue, as 
well as to his perfonal liberty : T'hat he could not now perceive any appearance of 
the upper houfe, fo eifential a member of the conftitution ; and had learned, that 
e" .... n the commons, whofe authority was pretended, were fubdued by law lefs 
force, and were bereaved of their liberty : That he himfelf was their N A TIYE 

HEREDITARY KING; nor was the whole authority of the ftate, tho' free and 
united, intitled to try him, who derived his dignity from the Supreme Majefry 
of Heaven : That, admitting thofe extravagant principles, which levelled all or
ders of men, the court could plead no power, delegated by the people ; unlefs 
the confent of every individual, down to the meanefr and moft ignorant peafant, 
had been previouily afked and obtained : That he acknowledgtd, without fcrupk, 
that he had a trufl, committed to him, and one moft facred and inviolahle ; he 
was entrufted with the liberties of his people, and would not now betray them, by .. 
recognizing a power, founded on the moft atrocious violence and ufurpation. : 
That having taken arms, and frequently expofed his life, in defence of public 
liberty, of the conftitution, of the fundamental laws of the kingdo ~' he .was J 

wHlinO', in this !aft and m oft folemn fcene, to feal with his bloo 1 thok precwus 
rights~ for which, tho' in vain, he had fo long contended: That thoJe, who 

" f · 
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arrogatea a title to fit as his judges, were born his fubjeets, and born fubjeEt:s 
to thofe laws, which determined, rrhat the king can do no wrong: That he was 
not reduced to the neceffity of iheltering himfelf under that general maxim, 
which guards every Englifh monarch, even the leaft deferving ; but was able, by 
the moft fatisfactory reafons, to juftify thofe meafures, in which he had been en
gaged: That, to the whole world, and even to thetn, his pretended judges, he 
was defirous, if called upon in another manner, to prove the integrity of his con
duB:, and affert the jufiice of thofe defenfive arms, to which, unwillingly and 
unfortunately, he had had recourfe: But that, in order to preferve an uniformity 
of. conduCt, he mufi, at prefent, forego the apology of his innocence ; left, by 
ratifying an authority, no better founded than that of robbers and pirates, he 
be juftly branded as the betrayer, inftead of being applauded as the n1artyr, 
of the conilitution. 

THE prefident, in order to fupport the majefty of the people, ·and maintain 
the fuperiority of his court above the prifoner, frill inculcated, That he muft not 
decline the authority of his judges; that they over- ruled his objetl:ions ; that they 
were delegated by the people, the only fource of every lawful power ; and that 
kings themfelves aCl:ed but in truft from that community, which had invefted this 
high court of jufiice with its jurifdiB:ion. Even according to thofe principles, 
which, in his prefent fituation, he was perhaps obliged~ to adopt, his behaviour, 
in general, will appear not a little harih and barbarous; but when we confider him 
as a fubjeB:, and one too of no high character, addreffing himfelf to his unfortu
nate fovereign, his fty le will be efl:eemed, to the I aft degree, audacious and in
folent. 

THREE times was Charles produced befor.e the court, and as often declined 
their jurifdietion. On the fourth, the judges having examined fome witneffes; 
by whom it was proved, that the King had appeared in arms againft the forces, 

27th of Jan. commiffioned by the parliament, they pronounced fentence againft him. I-le 
feemcd very anxious, at this time, to be admitted to a conference with the two 
l1oufes; and it was fuppofed, that he intended to refign the crown to his fon: But 
the court refufed compliance, and confidered that requeft as nothing but a delay 
of jufl:ice. 

IT is confeffed, that the King's behaviour, during this lafi period of his life, 
does great honour to his memory; and that, in all appearances before his judges, 
he never forgot his part, either as a prince or as a man. Firm and intrep· d, he 
n1aintained, in each reply, the utmofl: perfpicuity and jufinefs both of thought 
and expreffion : Mild and equable, he rofe into no paffion at that unufua 
authority, which was affumed over him. His foul, without effort or aBeCl:ation, 
feemed only to remain in the fituation familiar to it, and to look down with con
tempt on all the efforts of human malice and iniquity. The foldiers, infiigaced 
by their fuperiors, were brought, tho' with difficulty, to cry aloud for juftice : 

Poor 
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Poor fouls! fa id the King to one of his attendants; for a little money they would 
do as much againft their commanders·* • Some of them were permitted to go the 
utmoft length of brutal infolence, and to fpit in his face, as he was conveyed a
long the paffage to the court. To excite a fentiment of piety, was the only ef
feCt ~hich this inhuman infult was able to operate upon him. 

THE people, tho' under the rod of lawlefs, unlimited power, could not for
bear, with the m oft ardent prayers, to pour forth their wifhes for his prefervation ; 
and, in his prefent diftrefs, they avowed him, by their generous tears, for their 
n1onarch, whom, in their mifguided fury, they had before fo violently rejetl:ed. 
The King was foftened at this moving fcene, and exprdled his gratitude for their 
dutiful affeCtion. One fo]dier too, feized by contagious fympathy, demanded 
from he'3-ven a bleffing on oppreffed and fallen majefiy : His officer, overhearing 
his prayer, beat him to the ground in the King's prd~nce. 'Ihe punijhment, me
thinks, exceeds the offence: This was the reflection, which Charles forn1ed on 
that occafion t. 

As foon as the intention of trying the King was known in foreign nations, fo 
enormous an action was exclaimed againft by the general voice of reafon and hu
n1anity ; and all men, under whatever form of government they were born, re
jeCted this example, as the utmoft effort of undifguifed ufurpation, and the mofl: 
heinous infult on law and juftice. The French ambaffador, by orders from his. 
court, interpofed on the King's behalf: The Dutch employed their good of
fices : The Scots exclaimed and protefted againft this violence : The ~een, the 
Prince, wrote pathetic letters to the parliament. All felicitations were foundi 
fruitlefs with men whole refolutions were fixed and irrevocable. 

FouR of Charles's friends, perfons of the greatefl: virtue and dignity, Rich
mond, Hertford, Southampton, Lindefey, applied to the commons. They re
prefented, That they were the King's counfellors, and had concurred, by their 
advice, with all thofe meafures which were now imputed as crimes to their royal 
mafter : That, in the eye of the law, and according to the ditl:ates of common 
reafon, they alone were guilty, and were alone expofed to cenfure for every blame .. 
able atl:ion of the prince : And that they now prefented themfel ves, in order to 

fave, by their own punifhmenr, that precious life, which it became the commons 
themfelves, and every fubjeet, with the utmofl: hazard, to protect and defend :f: •. 
Such a aenerous effort contributed to their honour; but operated nothing towards 

0 

the King's fafety. 
THE people remained in that £ilence and aftonilhment, whi-ch all great paffio~s, 

when they have not an opportunity of exerting themfelves, naturally produce 1n· 
the human mind. The foldiers, being incetfantly plied with prayers, fermons, 

• Ru!hw. vol. viii. p. I 42 5· t Warwick, p. 3 39· :t: P inchef, p. 85. Lloyde, p .. 319,. 
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and exhortations, were wrought up to a degree of fury, and imagined, that, in 
the acts of the moll: extreme difioyalty towards their prince, confifted their high
eft merit in the eyes of Heaven *· 

THR EE days were allowed the King between his fentence and his execution. 
This interval he paff-.:d with great tranquillity chiefly in reading and devotion. 
All his family, that remained in England, were allowed accefs to him. It con
lifted only of the Princefs Elizabeth and the Duke of Glocefter; for the Duke 
.of York had made his efcape. Glocefter was little more than an infant : The 
Princefs, notwithflanding her tender years, fhewed a very advanced judgment ; 

.and the calamities of her family had made a deep impreffion upon her. After 
many pious confolations and ad vices, the King gave her in charge to tell the 
Que~n, 'fhat, during the whole courfe of his life, he had never once, even in 
.thought, failed in his fidelity towards her; and that his conjugal tendernefs and 
his life fhould have an equal duration. 

To the young Duke too, he could not forbear giving fame advice, in order to 
feafon his mind with early principles of loyalty and obedience towards his brother, 
who was fo foon to be his fovereign. Holding him on his knee, he faid, " Now 
" they will cut off thy father's head." At thefe words the child looked very 
ftedfaftly upon him. " Mark! child, what I fay: They will cut ofF my 
" head! and perhaps make thee a king: But mark what I fay : Thou muft not 
·" be a king, as long as thy brothers, Charles and J ames, are alive. They will 
'' cut off thy brothers' heads, when they can catch them ! And thy head too 
" they will cut off at laft ! And therefore I char t,e thee do not be made a king by 
'' them!" The Duke, fighing, replied, " I will be torn in pieces firft !" So 
determined an anfwer, from one of fuch tender years, filled the King's eyes 
with tears of joy and admiration. 

EvERy night, during this interval, the King ilept found as ufual; tho' the 
noife of work men, employed in framing the fcaffold, and other preparations for 
his execution, continually refounded in his ears t. The morning of the fatal day, 
he rofe early; and calling Herbert, one of his attendants, he bade him employ 
n1ore than ufual care in dreffing him, and preparing him for fo great and joyful 
a folemnity. Bifhop J uxon, a man endued with the fame mild and fteady vir
tues, by which the King himfelf was fo much difringui.!hed, affifted him in his , 
devotions, and paid the !aft melancholy duties to his friend and fovereign. 

THE ftreet before Whitehall was the place defl:ined for the execution : For it 
was intended, by <:hoofing that ~ery place, in fight of his own palace, to difplay 
more evidently the triumph of popular jufl:ice over royal mttjlfty. When the 
King came upon the fcaffold, he found it fo furrounded with foldiers, that he 
could not expect to be heard by any of the people: He addreifed, therefore, hi 

* Burnet's Hiftory of his own Times. t Clement Walker's hiftory of Independency. 
difcourfe 
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•· lcour.~ to the few perfons who were about him ; particularly Colonel Tomlin

fon, to whofe care he had lately been committed, and upon whom, as upon ma
ny others, his amiable deport ment had operated an intire converfion. He jufti
.fied his own innocence in the late fatal wars, and obferved, that he had not taken 
arms, till after the parli ament had inlifl:ed forces ; nor had he any other 6bjeCl: in 
his warlike operations, than to preferve that authority entire, which his anceftors 
had tranfmitted. to him. He thre.w not, however, the blame upon the parlia
ment; but was more inclined to think, that ill inftruments had interpofed, and 
excited in them fears and jealouGes with regard to his intentions. Tho' inno
cent towards his people, he acknowledged the equity of his execution in the eyes 
of his Maker ; and obferved, that an unjuft fentence, which he had fuffered tO 
take effeCt, was now punifhed by an unjuft fentence upon himfelf. He forgave 
all his enemies, even the chief inftruments of his death ; but exhorted them and 
the whole nation to return to the WJY of peace, by paying obedience to their law· 
ful fovereign, his fon and fucceffor. vVhen he was preparing himfe1f for the 
block, Bifi1op J uxon called to him : " There is, Sir, but one ftage more, which, 
'' tho' turbulent and troublefome., is yet a very fhort one. Confider, it will 
" foon carry you a great way ; it will carry you from earth to heaven ; and there 
'' you fhall find, to your great joy, the prize, to which you haften, a crown of 
" glory." " I go," replied the King, " from a corruptible to an incorruptible 
" crown; where no difturbance can have place." At one blow was his head fe
vered from · s y. man in a vizor performed the office of executioner : 
Another, in a like difguife, held up, to the fpecrators, the head, ftreaming with 
blood, and cried aloud, c.this is the head of a traitor! 

IT is impoffible to defcribe the grief, indignation, and aftoniihment, which 
took place, not only among the fpeCl:ators, who were overwhelmed with a flood 
of farrow, but throughout the whole nation, fo foon as the report of thjs fatal 
execution was conveyed to them. Never monarch, in the full triumph of fuccefs 
and victory, was more dear to his people than his misfortunes and magnanimity, 
his patience and piety, had rendered this unhappy Prince. In proportion to their 
former delufions, which had animated them againft him, was the violence of 
their return to duty and affeCtion ; while each reproached himfelf, either with ac
tive c~ ifioyalty towards him, or with too indolent defence of his oppreifed caufe. 
On weaker n1inds, the effects of thefe complicated pafiions were prodigious. 
Vvomen are. faid to have caft forth the untimely fruit of their womb : Others fell 
into convuluons, or funk into fuch a melancholy as attended them to their grave: 
Nay, fome, unmindful of themfelves, as tho' they could not, or would~not fur
vive their beloved prince, it is reported, fuddenly fell down dead. 1 he very 
pulpits were bedewed with unf, 1borned tears; tho[e pulpits, ':'hich _had formerly 
tl.undered out the moft vielent imprecation~ and anathemas agamft h1m. And all 

''oL. V; N n n me 
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men united in their detefl:ation of thofe hypocritical parricides, who, by fanCl:ified· 
pretences, had fo long difguifed their treafons, and in this laft act· of iniquity, had~ 
thrown an indelible ftain upon the nation. 

A FRESH in fiance of hypocrify was difplayed the very day of the King~s death~ 
The generous F airfax, not contented with being abfent from the trial, had ufed 
all the intereft, which he yet retained, to prevent the execution of the fatal fen
tence; and had even employed perfuafion with his own regiment, tho' none elfe 
1hould follow him, to refcue the King from his difioyal murderers. Cromwel 
and Ireton informed of this intention, endeavoured to convince him, that the 
Lord had rejected the King; and they exhorted him to feek by prayer fome dl
reCl:ion from heaven on this important occafion : But they concealed' from Jiim, . 
that they had already figned the warrant for the execution. Harrifon was the per• 
fon appointed to join in prayer with the unwary general. By agreement, he pro• 
longed his doleful cant, till intelligence arrived, that the fata] blow was ftruck. 
He then rofe from his knees, and infifted with Fairfax, that this event was a mi.;. 
raculous and providential anfwer, which Heaven had fent to their devout fuppli
cations *. 

IT being remarked, that the King, the moment before he ftretehed out his 
neck to the executioner, had faid to J uxon, with a very earn eft accent, the fingle 
word RE ME M BE R ; great myfteries were fuppofed to be concealed under that 
expreffion, and the generals vehemently infifted with the prelate, that he 1hould 
inform them of the King's meaning. Juxon told them, that the King, having 
frequently charged him to inculcate on his fon the forgivenefs of his murderers-, 
had taken this opportunity, in the laft moment of his lite, when his commands; 
he fuppofed, would be regarded as facred and inviolable, to re-iterate that defire: 
and that his mild fpirit thus terminated its prefent courfe, by an atl: of benevo" 
Jence towards his greateft enemies. 

THE charaCl:er of this Prince, as that of moft men, if not of all men, was · 
rllixed ; but his virtues predominated extren1ely above his vices, or, more pro
perly fpeaking, his imperfections : For fcarce any of his faults rofe to that pitch 
as to merit the appellation of vices. To confider him in ·the mofl: favourable 
light, it may be affirmed, that his dignity was exempted from pride, his huma· 
nity from weaknefs, his bravery from rafhnefs, his temperance from aufterity, 
his frugality from avarice: All thefe virtues, in him, maintained their proper 

,.bounds, and merited unreferved praife. To fpeak the moft harfhly of him, 
we may affirm, that many of his good qualities were attended with fome latent 
frailty, which, tho' feemingJy inconfiderable, was able, when feconded by the ex· 
treme malevolence of his fortune, to difappoint them of all their influence: His 
beneficent dif pofition was clouded by a manner not very gracious ; his virtue 
was tinctured with fuperftition ; his good fenfe was disfigured by a deference tQ 

~ Herbert, p. J 35, 
~rfon$ 
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perfons 0~ a capacity much ·inferior to his own; and his moderate temper ex
•empted htm not from hafty and precipitant refolutions. He deferves the epithet 
<Of a f?ood, rather than of a great man ; and was more fitted to rule in a regular 
.eftabhlhed goverm'!lent, than either to give way eo the encroachments of a po- ' 
pular affembly, or finally to fubdue their pretenfions. He wanted fupplenefs and 
de~terity fufficient for the firft: meafure : He was not endowed with the vigour re
qutfite for the fecond. Had he been born an abfolute prince, his humanity and 
good fenfe had rendered his reign happy and his memory precious : Had the liJUi
tations on prerogative been, in his tin1e, quite fixed a 1d certain, his integrity 
had made him regard, as facred, the boundaries of the conftitution. Unhappily, 
.his fate threw him into a period, when the precedents of many former reigns fa
voured firongly of arbitrary power, and the genius of the people ran violently 
towards liberty. And if his political prudence was not fufficient to extricate him 
fron1 fo perilous a fituation, he may be excufed; fince, even after the event, 
when it is common!~ eafy to correct all .errors, one is at a lofs to determine what 
~onduB:, in his circumftances, could have maintained the authority of the crown, 
and preferved the peace of the nation. Expofed, without revenue, withdut arms, 
to the affault of furious, implacable and bigoted factions, it was never permitted 
him, but with the moft fatal confequences, to commit the fmalleft miftake ; a 
condition too rigorous to be impofed on the greateft human capacity. 

SoME hiftorians have rafuly queftioned the good faith of this Prince : But, 
for this re roac , the m oft malignant fcrutiny of his conduct:, which, in every 
circumftance, is now thoroughly known, affords not any reafonable foundation. 
On the contrary, if we confider the extreme difficulties, to which he was fo fre
quently reduced, and compare the fincerity of his profeffions and declarations; 
we {hall avow, that probity and honour ought juftly to be numbered among his 
moft fhining qualities. In every treaty, thofe conceffions, which, he thought, 
in confcience, he could not maintain, he never could, by any n1otive or perfua
fion, be induced to make. And tho' fome violations of the petition of right 
·may be imputed to him ; thefe are more to be afcribed to the neceffity of his firua
tion, and to the lofty ideas of royal prerogative, which he had imbibed, than to 

' any fai1ure in the integrity of his principles*· 
N n n 2 THIS 

• The imputation of infincerity on Charles I. like many party-clamours, is very difficult to be re

mov.,d ; tho' it may not here be improper to fay fomewhat with reg:ud to it. I ~all .firft. remark: that 
this imputation feems to be of a later growth than his -own age.; and that even his .enem.tes, tho they 

loaded him with many calumnies, did not infift on this accufatton. Ludlow, ~ thmk~ IS almoft the 

only Parliamentarian, who imputes that vice to him ; and how pa~onate a ~n~er h~ 1s, rnuft. be ob
vious to every one. Neither Clarendon nor any other of the royahfts ever JUfttfy him. from mfince

rity ; as not fuppofing that he had ever been accufed of it. In the fecon.d place, hts deror~me~t 
and charaCter in common life was free from that vice : He was referved, d1.ftant, . fiately ~ cold m his 

addrefs, plain in his difcourfe, inflexible in his principles; wide of t?e care~ng, ~~finuatt~g manners 

of his fon; or the profeffing, talkative humour of his father. ~he 1mp~tatiOn of mfincen~y muft be 

rounded on fome of his public actions, which we are therefore m the th1rd place to exarnme. ~he 
followm' 
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THIS Prince was of a con1ely prefence; of a fweet, btlt melan holy afpeCl:. 
His face ~s regular, handfome, and well complexioned ; his body ihong,. heal

thy, 
follo\'o ing re the only infl:ances, which I find cited to confirm that accufa tion. (r.) His vouching Buckingham'& narra~ive of the tranf:.a :ons in Spain. But it is evident that Charles himfelf was de~ ceived: why otherwife did he quarrel with Spain: The following is a pa!fage of a letter from Jord. Kenfington, ambaifador in France, to th~ duke of Buckingham, Cabbala, p. 318. " But his high· " nefs (the Pri nce) had obfcrved as great a weaknefs and folly as that, in that af~er they (the Sp.lni ... " ards) had u(;!d him fo ill, they would fuffer him to depart, which was one of th~ firH: fpeeches he " uttered aft~r 11e cam.e into the fnip : But did he fay fo ? faid the ~een (of France.) Ye~, madam, '' I will affure you, quoth I, from the w!tnefs of mine own ears. She fmilcd and repl ied, Indted " I heard he waa ufed ill. So he was, anfwered I, put not in his en ertainment ; for that was as " fplendid as that country could afford it; but in their frivolous delays and in the unr afonable con" ditions which they propounded and prelfed, upon the advantage they Lad of ~is princely perfon.'' (·z.) Bifhop Burnet, in his Hifl:ory of the Houfe of H:~ milton, p. 15 t· has preferved a letter of the King's to the Scots biihops, in which he defires them not to be prefent at the Parliament, where they would be forced to ratify the abolition of their O\\'n order; "For,'' adds the King," \\e do hereby " affure you, that it fhall be frill one of our chiefefl: Rudies how to rectify a.nd eftab ifl1 the govern-" ment of that church aright, and to repair your lo!fes, which we defired you to be moit confident " of." And in another place, " You may reft fecure, that tho' perhaps we may give way for the 

" prefent to that which will be prejudicial both to the church and our own government; yet we fhall " not leave thinking in time how to remedy both.'' But does the King fay, that he will arbitrarily 
revoke his conceffions? Does not candor require us rather to fuppofe, thwt he hoped his authority would fo far recover as to enable him to obtain the national confent to re-efl:ablifh epifcopacy, which he believed fo material a part of religion as well as of government? It is n0t eafy indeed to think how he could expeCt to effectuate this purpofe in any other way than his father had taken, that is, 
by confent of parliament. (3.) There is a paffage in lord Ciarenaon; where it is faid, that the 
King a!fented the more eafily to the bilJ, whi.ch excluded the bifhops from the houfe of Peers ; be~ 
caufe he thought, that that law, being enacted by force, could not be valid. But the King certainly reafoned right in that conclufion. Three fourths of the Houfe of Peers were at that time banifhed by the violence of the populace: Twelve bifhops were unjualy thrown into the Tower by the Commons: Great numbers of the commons themfelves were kept away by fear or violence: The 
King himfelf was forced to leave I.ondon. If all tnis be not force, there is no fuch thing. But this 
fcruple of the King's affeels only the bifhops' bill and thatagainft preiling. The other conftitutional Jaws had paffed without the leail: appearance of violence, as did indeed all the bills paffcd during the lirft year, except Strafford's attainder, which could not be recalled. The Parliament, therefore, even if they bad known the King's fentiments in this particular, could have no jua foundation of jealou~ 
fy. (4.) The King's letter intercepted at Nafeby, has been the fource of much clamour. We have fpoke of it already, chap. ix. Perhaps, it had been better had the 1\.ing avoided that refinement; yet nothing is more ufual in all public tranfaelions. After the death of Charles IT. of Spain, King \Villiam's amba!fadors gave the Duke of Anjou the title of King of Spain: Yet at that very time, 

King William was fecretly forming alliances to dethrone him: and foon aft~r he refufed him that tide, and inlifted (as he had reafon) that he had not acknowledged his right. Yet King William juftly 
paffes for a very fincere Prince; and this tranfaC1ion is not regarded as any objetlion to his characbr. In all the negotiarions at the peace of Ryfwic, the French amba!fadors always addreifed King 
'Vil!iam as King of England ; yet it was made an exprefs article of the trea. ty, that the French King .fuc>uld acknowledge him as fuch. Such a palpable difference is there between giving a title to a Prince, 
and poGtively recognizing his right to it. I may add, that Charles, when he infer:ed his proteftation jn the council~books before his council, furely thought he had reafon to juaify his cont!ua. There 
were too many men of honour in that company to avow a palpabij: cheat: To which we may fubjoin, 

that, 
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hy, ~nd juftly proportioned ; and being of a middle fiat 1re, l1e was <»pable of 
e.odunng the greateft fatigues. He excelled in horfeman{hip and other exercifes ; 
and he poffeffed all the exterior, as well as many of the effential qualities, which 
form an accomplifhed prince. 

THE tragical death of Charles begot a quefiion, whether the people, in any 
. cafe, were intitled to judge and to punifh their fovere1gn ; and mofl: men, re

garding chiefly the atrocious ufurpation of the pretended judges, and the merit of 
t.he virt:l t:s prince who fuffered, were inclined frrongly to condemn the repub
lican pnnCJ ples, as hi0o-bly feditious and extravaaant : But there ftill were a few 

b ~ 

who, abftraCting from the particular circumftances of this cafe, were able to 
confider the queftion in general, and were inclined to moderate, not contradict, 
the prevailing fentiment. Such might have been their rc: afoning. If ever, on 
any occafion, it were laudable to conceal truth from the populace ; it muft be 
confe!fed, that the dcchine of refifl.ance affords fuch an example ; and that all 
fpecula ive reafoners ought to obferve, with regard to this principle, the fame 
cautious filence, which the Jaws, in every fpecies of government, have ever pre
fcribed to themfelves. Government is inftin1ted, in order to reftrain the fury and 
injullice of the people; and being always founded on opinion, not on force, it is 
dangerous, to weaken, by thefe fpeculations, the reverence, which the multitude 
owe to authority, and to inflruB: thern beforehand, that the cafe can ever happen, 
when they n1ay be freed from their d ty of allegiance. Or, fhould it be found 
impoffiole to re rain the licence of human difquifitions, it mufi: be acknowledged, 
that the doCl:rine of obedience ought alone to be inculcated, and that the excep
tions, which are very rare, ought feldom or never to be mentioned in popular rea• 
fonings and difcourfes. Nor is there any danger, that mankind; by this prudent 
referve, fhould univerfally degenerate into a ftate of abject fervitude. When the 
exception really occurs, even tho' it be not previoufiy expected and d-:fcanted on,. 
it muft, from its very nature, be [o obvious and undifputed, as to remove alE 

that, if men were as mnch difpofed to j.udge of this Prince's aClions with candor as feverity, this pre

caution of en tering a proteft in his council-books might rather pafs for a proof of fcrupulous honour;; 

left he fhould afterwards be reptoached with breach of his word, when he lhould think proper again 

to dedare the aiTembly at Weftminfter no Parliament. (I).) The denying his commiflion to Glamor

gan is another inftance which has been cited. Thi matter has been already treated chap. ix. Thae

tranfaB.ion was. entirely innocent. Even if the King had given a commiffion to Glamorgan to con

dude that treaty, and had ratified it, will any reafonable man, in our age, think it ftrange that, in· 

order to fave his own life, his crown~ his family, his friends, and his party, he fhould make a treaty 

with papifts, and grant them very large conceffions for their religion? (6.) There is another of the· 

King's intercepted letters to the Q2.een commonly mentioned ; where, it is pretende?, he talked of 

raifing and then dcftroying Cromwel : But that ftory ftands n no manner of found.atw~, as we have· 

obfervetl in chap. x. In a word, the parliament, after tl c commenceme~t of the1r vwlences, and 
frill more, after beginning the civ1l war, had reafon for their fcruples and JC~!oufies, founded on the 

very nature of their fituation, and on the general propcnficy of the human mmd ; not on any fault of' 

the King's character; who was candid.J fincere,. upright ; as much almoft as any man~ whom we 

meet with in hHlory. 
2 doubt 
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doubt, and overpower the refi:raint, however great, impofed by teacbing the 
general dotl:rine of obedience. But between refifting a prince, and dethroning 
him, there is a very wide interval ; and the abufes of power, which can warrant 
the latter violence, are much greater and more enormous, than thofe which will 
jufi:ify the former. Hiftory, however, fupplies us with examples even of this 
kind ; and the reality of the fuppofition, tho', for the future, it ought .ever ta 
be little looked for, muft, by all candid inquirers, be acknowledged in the paft. 
But between dethroning a prince and punilliing him, there is another very wide 
interval; and it were not ftrange, if even n1en of the moft enlarged thought 
lhould queftion, whether human nature could ever, in any monarch, reach that 

-height of depravity, as to warrant, in revolted fubjects, this I aft a Cl: of extraor
dinary jurifdiction. That illufion, if it be an illufion, which teaches us to pay 
a facred regard to .. the perfons of princes, is fo falutary, that to diffipate it by 
the formal trial and punifhment of a fovereign, will have mo~e pernicious effects 
upon the people, than the example of juftice can be fuppofed to have a benefi
cial influence upon princes, by checking their career of tyranny. 'Tis dangerous 
alfo, by thefe examples, to reduce princes to defpair, or bring matters to fuch 
extremities againft perfons endowed with great power, as to leave them no re
fource, but in the moft violent and moft fanguinary councils. This general po .. 
firion being eftablifhed, it muft, however, be obferved, that no reader, almoft of 
any party .or principle, was ever 1hocked, when he read, in ancient hiftory, that 
the Roman fenate voted Nero, their abfolute fovereign, to be a p blic enemy, 
and, even without trial, condemned him to the fevereft and moft ignominious 
punifhment; fuch a punifhment, as the meaneft Roman citizen was, by the Jaws, 
exempted from. The crimes of that bloody tyrant are fo enormous, that they 
break thro' all rules ; and extort a confeffion, that fuch a dethroned prince is no 
longer fuperior to his people, and can no longer plead, in his own defence, laws, 
which were eftablifhed for conduB:ing the ordinary courfe of adminHl:ration. But 
when we pafs from the cafe of Nero to that of Charles, the great difproportion, 
or rather total contrariety of charatl:ers, immediately fhikes us ; and we ftand 
aftoni!hed, that, among a civilized people, fo much virtue could ever meet with 
fo fatal a cataftrophe. Hiftory, the great miftrefs of wifdom, furnifhes examples 
.of all kinds ; ·and every prudential, as well as moral precept, may be authorized 
by thofe events, which her enlarged mirror is able to prefent to us. From the 
memorable revolutions, wh'ich paffed in England during this period, we may na
turally deduce the fame ufefulle1fon, which Charles himfelf, in his latter years, 
inferred ; that it is very dangerous for princes to affume more authority, than the 
laws have allowed them. But, it muft be confeffed, that thefe events furnifh us 
with another inftruB:ion, no lefs natural and no lefs ufeful, concerning the madnefs 
of the people, the furies of fanaticifm, and the danger of mercenary armies. 

IN order to clofe this part of Britifh hiftory, it is alfo necelfary to relate the 
iJiffolution of the monarchy in England : That event foon followed upon the 

4 death 
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?eath of the monarch. When the peers met on the day, appointed in their ad- Chap. x. 
}Ollrnment, they entered upon bufinefs, and fent down fome votes to the corn.. 1649· 

111ons, of which the latter deigned not to take the Ieaft notice. In a few days, 
the lower houfe paffed a vote, that they fhould make no more addreffes to the 
houfe of peers, nor receive any more from them ; and that that houfe was ufelefs 
and dangerous, and was therefore to be abolillied. A like vote paffed with re· 
~ard to the monarchy; and 'tis remarkable,- that Martin, a zealous republican; 
1n the debate on this queftion, confeffed, that, if they defired a king, the laft 
was as proper as any gentleman in England *. The commons formed a new great 
feaJ, on which that affembly was reprefented with this legend, -ON THE FIRST 

YEAR OF FREEDOM:; BY Gon's BLESSING, RESTORED, I 648. The forms of all 
public bufinefs were changed, from the King's name, to that of the keepers of 
the liberties of England. And it was d~dared high treafon to proclaim or any 
otherwife acknowledge Charles Stuart, commonly called Prince of Wales. 

THE commons intended to bind the Princefs Elizabeth apprentice to a button·.;. 
maker: The Duke ofGlocefter was to be taught fame other mechanical employ- 
ment. But the former foon died; of grief, as is fuppofed, for her father's tragi
cal end : The latter was, by Cromwel, fent beyond fea. 

THE King's ftatue, in the Exch~nge, was thrown down ; _ and on the pedefl:al . 
thefe words were infcribed: ExiT TYRANNus, R.EGUM ULTIMUS ·; 'Ihe ·ty.ranl -isJ 
gone, the la.froJ the King • 

DuKE HAMILTON ·was tried by_ a new high court ofjuftice, as Earl ' of Cam~ 
bridge in England ; and condemned for high treafon. This fentence, which was 
certainly very hard, but which ought to fave his memory from all ·imputations of. 
treachery to his m after, was executed on a fcaffold, erected before Weftminfter-hall.
Lord Capel underwent the fame fate. Both thefe Noblemen had efcaped from pri~ 
fun, but were afterwards difcovered and taken. To all the felicitations of their l 
friends for pardon, the generals and parliamentary leaders ftill replied, that it ·was , 
certainly the intention of Providence they !hould fuffer; fince it had permitted . 
them to faH into their enemies hands, after they had once recovered their liberty.) 

THE Earl of Holland loft his life by a like fentence. Tho' of a polite and tourtly ' 
behaviour, he died lamented by no party. His ingratitude to the King, ~nd his fre· . 
quent chang~ng fides, were regarded as great ftains on his memory. 1 he Earl of 
Norwich and Sir J ~hn Owen, being condemned by the fame court, .were pardon- -

ed by the commons. . . 
THE King left Gx children .; three males, Charles born i~ x63o, James Duke 

of York, born in 163 3, Henry Duke of Glocefter, born m 1641; and three 
females, Mary Princefs of Orange, born 16 3 I, Elizabeth, born · 1 6 3 5, and · 
Henrietta~ afterwards Duchefs of Orleans, born at Exeter 1644;: 

THE 1\rchbifhops of Canterbury in this reign were Abbot and ~aud: The 
Lord keepers, Williams, Bi!hop of Lincoln, Lord Coventry, Lord F1nch, Lord 

! Walker's hiftory of lndependency1 part z, - ~ittleton, 
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Littleton, Sir Richard Lane; the Lord admirals, the Duke of Buckingham and 
the Earl of Northumberland ; the L0rd high treafurers, the Earl of Mar1borough, 
the Earl of Portland, J uxon bifhop of London, Lord Cottington; the fecreta· 
ries of ftate, Lord Con way, Sir Albertus More ton, Coke, Sir Harry Vane, 
Lord Falkland, Lord Digby, Sir Edward Nicholas. 

IT may be expected that we fbould here make n1ention of the Jco1z Bqfi!iki, a 
work publifhed in the King_,s name a few days after his execution. It feems almoft 
impoffible, in the controverted parts of hiftory, to fay any thing which will fatif .. 
fy. the zealots of both parties: But with regard to the genuinenefs of that produc
tion, it is not eafy for an hiftorian to fix any opinion, which will be intirely to his 
own fatisfaction. The proofs broJgh~ to evince that this wo.rk is or is not the 
King's, are fo convincing, that, if an impartial reader perufes any one frae apart*, 
·he will think it impoffible, that arguments could be produced, fufficient to coun .. 
terbalance fo ftrong an evidence: And when he compares both fides, he will be 

- fome time at a Iofs to fix any determination. Should an abfolute fufpence of 
judgment be found difficult or difagreeable in fo interefting a guellion, I muft con
fefs, that I much incline to give the preferen<;e to the arguments of the royalifl:s. 
l'he teftimonies, which prove that performance to be the King's, are more nu
merous, certain, and direct, than thofe on the other fide. This is the cafe, even if 
we confider the external evidence: But wheq we weigh the internal, derived from the 
fiyle and compofition, there is no manner of comparifo • Thefe meditations re
femble in elegance, purity, neatnefs, and fimpli city, the genius of thofe. perfor
mances, which \Ve know with certainty to have flowed from the royal pen : But 
are fo unli ke the bombaft, perplexe:l, rhetorical, and corrupt fty le of Dr. Gauden, 
to whom they are afcribed, that no human tefl:imony feems fufficient to convince 
t1s, that he was the author. Yet a 1 the evidences, which would rob the King of 
that hono L. r, tend to prove, that Dr. Gauden had the ~erit of writing fo fine a 
performance, and the infamy of impJfing it on the world for the King's . 
. IT is not eafy to conceive the gererai compaffion excited towards the King, by 

the publifhing, at fo critical a junE1:ure, a work fo full of piety, meeknefs, and 
humanity. Many have not fcrupled to afcribe to that book the fubfequent reftora· 
tion of the royal family. Milton compares its effects, to thofe which were wrought 
on the tumultuous Romans by Anthony's reading to them the will of C~far. The 
Icon paffed thro' fifty editions in a twelvemonth; and independent of the great 
interefi: taken in it by the nation, as the fup~ofed production of their murdered 
1overeign, it muft be acknowledged the beft profe compofition, which, at the 
time of its publication, was to be found in the Englifh language. 

* See on the one hand Toland's Amyntor, and on the other \Vagfiafft's Vindicati0n of the royal 
martyr, 3d edition, with Yo!.:ng's addition. We may remark, that Lord C!aren don's total fi 'ence 
·with regard to this fubjcct, in fo full a hifiory, compofed in vindication of t!te Kt r g's meafu.res and 
character, forms a.fhong pre(umption on To:and's fide, and a prefumption of which that author was 
ignorant ; the works of the noble hifiorian n::>t being then publifhed. Bifhop Burnct's tell:imony too 
muft be allawed ·of weight againft the lco11.. 

Cfht End 1/ lbt Fzfth Po!ume. 










