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HENRY VII. 

CHAP. I. 

Accejjion of Henry VII.-His title to the crown.-King's prejudice 
againjl the Hoife cif York.-His joyful reception in London.
His Coronation.--Sweating flcknifs.-A Parliament-Entaz'l 
if the crown.-King's marriage.-An infurreflion.-Difion
tent! of the people.-Lambert Simnel.-Revolt of lreland.
Intrigues of the Dutchifs if Burgundy.-Lambert Simnel invades 
England.-Battle of Stoke. 

~ H E viCtory, which the Earl of Richmond gained at Bofworth over 
1485

. 
Richard the third, was entirely dedfive; being attended, as well with Augutt zz. 
the total rout and difperfion of the royal army, as with the death of the 

King himfelf. The joy of fo great fuccefs fuddenly prompted the foldiers, in 
the field of battle, to beftow on their viCtorious general the appellation of King, 
which he had not hitherto affumed; and the acc1amations of Long live Henry the 
Jeventh, by a natural and unpremeditated novement, refounded fron1 all quar- Accefiion of 
ters. To beftow fome appearance of formaliiy on this fpecies of military elettion, Henry VII. 
Sir Willian1 Stanley brought a crown of ornament, which Richard wore in battle, 
and which had been found among the fpoils; and he put it on the head of the 
conqueror. Henry himfelf remained not in fufpenfe; but immediately, without 

VoL. III. B hefitation, 
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H is title to 
the crown. 
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hefitation, accepted of the magnificent prefent, which was tendered him. He· 
was come to the great crifis of his fortune; and being obliged fuddenly to deter
mine himfelf, amidft great difficulties, which he muft have frequently revolved 
in his mind, he chofe that part, which his ambition fuggefted to him, and to 

which he feemed to be conduCted by his prefent profperous fuccefs. 

THERE were many titles, on which Henry could found his right to the 
throne; but no one of them free from great objeCtions, if confidered, either with 

refpeCt to juftice or to policy. 
DuRING fome years, Henry had been regarded as heir to the houfe of Lancaf-

ter, by the party attachea to that family; but the title of the houfe of Lancafter 

itfelf to the crown was· generally thought to be very ill founded. Henry the 
fourth, who had firft raifed that family to royal dignity, had never clearly deter
n1ined the foundation of his claim; and while he plainly invaded the order of 
fucceffion, he had not acknowledged the election of th~ people. The Parliament 
had indeed often recognized the title of the Lancaftrian princes; but thefe votes 
bad little authority, being confide red as inftances of prudent complaifance towards 

a family in poffeffion of prefent power: And they had accordingly been often 

reverfed during the late prevalence of the houfe of York. Prudent men alfo, who 
had been willing, for the fake of peace, to fubmit to any eftablifhed authority, 

defired not to fee the claims of a family revived, which ·muft produce many con
vulfions at prefent, and which disjointed for the future the whole fyftem of here-

ditary right. Be fides; allowing the title of the houfe of Lancafter to be legal, 
Henry himfelf was not the true heir of that family; and nothing but the obfti
nacy natural to a faCtion, which never, without the utmoft reluCtance, will fub

mit to their antagonifts, could have engaged the partizans of that houfe to adopt 
the earl of Richmond as their head. His mother indeed, Margarer, countefs of 
Richmond, was fole daughter and heir of the houfe of Somerfet, defcended from 

John of Gaunt duke of Lancafter: But the birth of the firft of the Somerfet line 

was itfelf illegitimate and even adulterous. And tho' the duke of Lancafter had 
obtained the legitimation of his natural children by a patent from Richard the fe
ccnd, confirmed in parliament; it might juftly be doubted, whether this deed 
could beftow any title to the crown; fince in the patent itfelf all the privileges 

conferred by it are fully enumerated, and the fucceffion to the kingdom is exprefiy 
excluded *. In all the fettlements of the crown, made during the reigns of the 
Lancaftrian princes, the line of Somerfet had been entirely overlooked; and it 
was not till the failure of the legitimate branch, that men had paid any attention 
to their claim. And to add to the general diffatisfaetion againft Henry's title, his 

• Rymer, tom. vii. p. 849• Coke's Inft. 4 Inft. part i. p. 37• 
mother, 
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mother, from whom he derived all his right, was frill alive; and evidently pre-. Chap. I. 
ceded him in the order of fucceffion. 1485. 

THE title of the houfe of York, both from the plain reafon of the cafe, and 
fro1n the late popular government of Edward the fourth, had obtained uni
verfally the preference in the fentiments of the people; and Henry might engraft 
his claim on the right of that family, by his intended marriage with the princefs 
Elizabeth, the heirefs of it; a marriage, which he had folemnly promifed to ce
Jebrate, and to the expectation of which he had chiefly owed all his paft fucceffes. 
But many reafons diffuaded Henry from adopting this expedient. Were he to 
receive the crown only in right of his fpoufe, his power, he knew, would be very 
limited; and he muft expect rather to enjoy the bare title of king by a fort of 
courtefy, than poffefs the real authority which belongs to it. Should the princefs 
die before him without iffue, he muft defcend from the throne, and give place to 
the next in fucceffion: And even, if his bed fuould be bleft with offspring, it 
feemed dangerous to expect, that filial piety in his children would prevail over the 
ambition of obtaining prefent poffeffion of regal power. An aB: of Parliament, 
indeed, might be eafily procured to fettle the crown on him during his life, but 
Henry knew how much fuperior the claim of fucceffion by blood was to die votes 
of an affembly *, which had always been overborne by violence in the fuock of 
contending titles, and which had ever been more governed by the conjuntlures of 
the times, than by any confiderations derived from reafon or public intereft. 

THERE was yet a third foundation, on which Henry might reft his claim, the 
right of conqueft, by his victory over Richard, the prefent poJreffor of the crown. 
But befides that Richard himfelf was deemed no better than an ufurper, the army, 
which fought againft him, confifted chiefly of Englilhmen; and a right of con. 
queft over England could never be eftablilhed by fuch a viCtory. Nothing alfo 
would give greater umbrage to the nation than a claim of this nature; which 
might be conftrued as an abolition of all their rights and privileges, and the efta
blilhment of defpotic authority in the fovereign t. William himfelf, the Nor
man, tho' at the head of a powerful and viCtorious army of foreigners, had at 
firft declined the invidious title of conqueror; and it was not till the fu11 efta
blifument of his authority that he had ventured to advance fo violent and de

ftruCl:ive a pretenGon. 
BuT Henry knew, that there was another foundation of authority, fomewhat 

refembling the right of conqueft, to wit, prefent poffe.ffion; and that this title, 
guarded by vigour and ability, would be fufficient to fecure perpetual poffeffion 
of the throne. He had before him the example of Henry the fourth; who, fup
ported by no better pretenfion, had fubdued many infurreCl:ions, and had been 

t Bacon, P· 579· • Bacon in Ktnnct's compleat Hifiory, p. 579· 
. B z able 
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Chap. T. able to tranfmit the crown peaceably to hfs pofterity. He was fenlible, that this 
1485-. title, which had been perpetuated thro' three fucceffions of the family of Lan

cafter, might ftill have fubfifl:ed, notwithftanding the preferable claim of the houfe 
of York; had not the fcepter devolved into the hands of Henry the fixth, which 
were too feeble to fufl:ain it. InftruCted by thefe recent experiences, Henry was 
determined to put himfelf in prefent poffeffion of regal authority; and to :thew all 
oppofers, that nothing but force of arms and a fuccefsful war fhould be able to 
expel him. His claim as heir to the houfe of Lancafter he was refolved to ad
vance; and never allow it to be difcuffed: And he hoped that this title, favoured 
by the partizans of that family, and feconded by prefent power, wou]d fecure 
him a perpetual and an independant authority •. 

THEsE views of Henry are not expofed to much blame; becaufe founded on 
good policy, and even on a fpecies of neceffity: But there entered into all his 
meafures and councils another motive, which admits not of the fame apology. 
The violent contentions, which, during fo Jong a period, had been maintained 

~ing's rreju- between the rival families of York and Lancafter, and the many fanguinary re
~~~e~ogu~;~f venges which they had mutually exercifed on each other, had inflamed the oppo
York. fite factions to a high pitch of animofity. Henry himfelf, who had feen moll: of 

his near friends and relations perifh in the field or on the fcaffold, and who had 
been expofed in his own perfon to many harcl.fhips and dangers, had imbibed a 
violent antipathy to the York party, which no time nor experience were ever able 
to efface. Inftead of embracing the prefent happy opportunity of abolifhing thefe 
fatal diftinB:ions, of uniting his title with that of his fpoufe, and of bellowing 
favour indifcrirninately on the friends of both families; he carried into the throne 
all the partialities which belong to the head of a faction, and even the paffions, 
which are carefully guarded againft by every true politician in that fituation. To 
exalt the Lancaftrian party, to deprefs the retainers of the houfe of York, were 
frill the favourite objects of his purfuit; and thro' the whole courfe of his reign, 
he never forgot thefe early prepoifeffions. Incapable from his natural temper of 
a more enlarged and more benevolent fyftem of policy, he expofed himfelf to 
many prefent inconveniences, by too anxioufly guarding againfi that future poffi
ble event, which might disjoin his title from that of the princefs, whom he ef
poufed.· And while he treated the Yorkifts as enemies, he foon rendered them 
fuch, and taught them to difcufs that right to the crown, which he fo carefully 
kept feparate; and to perceive its weaknefs and invalidity. 

To thefe paffions of Henry, as well as to his fufpicious politics, we are to 
afcribe the meafure, which he embraced two days after the· battle of BofwortlY. 
Edward Plantagenet, earl of Warwic, fon to the unfortunate duke of Clarence, 
was detained in a kind of confinement. at Sherif-Hutton in York !hire by the jea-

6 louf 
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loufy of his uncle, Richard; whofe title to the throne was inferior to that of Chap. r:. 

148 5-· the young prince. W arwic had now reafon to expect better treatment, as he was 
no obftacle to the fucceffion either of Henry or Elizabeth; and fr01n a boy of fuch 
tender years no danger could reafonably be apprehended. But Sir Robert Wil
loughby was difpatched by Henry with orders to take him from Sherif-Hutton, 
to convey him to the Tower, and to retain him in· clofe cuftody *. The fame 
meffenger carried directions, that the princefs Elizabeth, who had been confined 
to the fame place, ihould be conducted to London, in order to meet Henry, and 
there c~lebrate her efpoufals. 

HENRY himfelf fet out for the capital, and advanced by flow journies. Not· 
to roufe the jealoufy of the people, he took care to avoid all appearance of mili
tary triumph; and fo to reftrain the infolence of victory, that every thing about· 
him bore the appearance of an eftablifhed monarch, making a peaceable progrefs 
thro' his dominions, rather than of a prince who had opened a way to the throne 
by force of arms. The acc1amations of the people were every where loud, and 
no lefs fincere and hearty. Befides that a young and victorious prince, on his ac-~r. ll h b' n f 1 . h . ·r. d h .r.l Hisjoyful're--ceuiOn, was natura y t e o ~e~L o popu anty; t e nat10n prom11e t em1e ves ce tion in great felicity from the new fcene, which opened before them. During the courfe L~ndon •. 
of near a whole century the kingdom had been laid wafte by domeftic wars and 
convulfions; and if at any time the noife of arms had ceafed, the found of faction 
and difcontent frill threatened new diforders. Henry, by his marriage with Eli· 
zabeth, feemed to enfure an union of the contending titles of the two families; 
and having prevailed over a hated tyrant, who had anew disjointed the fucceffion 
even of the houfe of York, and filled his own family with blood and murder, an 
unfeigned favour was obferved every where to attend him. Numerous and fplen-
did troops of gentry and. nobility accompanied his progrefs. The mayor and 
companies of London received him as he approached the city: The crouds of · 
people and citizens were zealous in their expreffions of fatisfaCl:ion. But Henry, 
amidft thefe general effufions of joy, difcovered ftill the fiatelinefs and referve of 
his temper, which made him fcorn to court popularity:. He entered London in a 
clofe chariot, and would not gratify the people with a fight of their new monarch .. 
He went firft to St. Paul's church, where he offered up the fiandards, taken in 
the field of battle; and fung orifons for the vitlory which he had there obtained. 
l-Ie departed thence to the bilbop -of London's palace, where lodgings were pre-
pared for him. 

BuT Henry did not fo much negleB: the fuvour of the people, as to delay 
giving them affurance o.f his marriage with the princefs Elizabeth, which he knew. 

• Bacon, p. 579· Polydore Virgil, p. 5 '1 5~ 
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to be fo paffionately defired by the whole nation. On his leaving Britanny, he 
had artfully dropt fome hopes, that, if he fhould fucceed in his enterprize, and 
obtain the crown of England, he would efpoufe Anne, the heirefs of that 
dutchy; and the report of this engagement had already reached England, and had 
begot anxiety in the people, and even in the princefs Elizabeth herfelf. Henry 

took care to diffipate thefe apprehenfions, by folemnly renewing, before the 
council and principal nobility, the promife, which he had already given, to cele
brate his marriage with Elizabeth. But tho' bound by honour, as well as intereft!t 
to compleat this alliance, he was refolved to poftpone it, till the ceremony of his 
own coronation fhou ld be finifhed, and till his title fhould be recognized by the 
Parliament. Anxious frill to fupport his perfonal and hereditary right to the 
throne, he dreaded left a preceding marriage with the princefs lhould imply a 
participation of fovereignty in her, and raife doubts of his own title by the houfe 

of Lancafter. 

THERE raged at that time in London, and other parts of the kingdom, a fpecies 
of malady, unknown to any other age or nation, the Sweating ficknefs, which_ 

occafioned a fudden death to great multitudes; tho' it was not propagated by any 

contagious infection, but arofe from the general difpofition of the air and of the h~ 
man body. In lefs than twenty-four hours the patient commonly died or recovered; 
but when the peftilence had committed ravages for a few weeks, it was obferved, 

either from alterations in the air, or from a more proper regimen, which had been 
difcovered, to be confiderably abated *. Preparations were then made for the ce
remony of Henry's coronation. In order to heighten the fplendor of that ap
pearance, 'he beftowed the rank of knights banneret on twelve perfons; and he 
conferred peer ages on three. J afper earl of Pembroke, nis uncle, he created duke 

of Bedford; Thomas lord Stanley, his father-in .. law, earl of Darby; and Edward 
Courteney, earl of Devonfhire. At the coronation likewife there appeared a new 

to~!r.of Oc- infl:itution, which the king had eftablifhed for fecurity as well as pomp, a band 
of fifty archers, who were clenominated yeomen of the guard. · But left the peo· 
ple fhould take umbrage at this unufual fymptom of jealoufy in the prince, as if it 
implied a perfonal diffidence of his fubjeCts, he declared the inftitution to be per
petual. The ceremony of coronation was performed by cardinal Bourchier, 

archbin1op of Canter~ury. . 

THE Parliament being affembled at Weftminfter, the majority immediately 
7th of No- .appeared to be devoted partizans of Henry; all perfons of another difpofition, 

~~a~~f~ment. either declining to fiand in thefe dangerous times, or being obliged to diffemble 
.their principles and inclinations. The Lancaftrian party had ·every where been 

• Polydore Virgil, p. 567. 
fuccefsful 
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fuccefsful in the elections; and even many of them had been returned knights and Chap. I. 

burgeffes, who, during the prevalence of the houfe of York, had been expofed 148 5 • 

to the rigour of the law, and been condemned by fentence of attainder or outlawry. 

Their right to take feats in the houfe being queftioned, the cafe was referred to 

all the judges, who aifembled in the Exchequer Chamber, in order to deliberate 

on fo delicate a fubjetl:. The fentence pronounced was very prudent, and con-

tained a juft temperament between law and expediency *. The judges determi-

ned, that the members attainted fhould forbear taking their feats till an aB: were 

paffed for the reverfal of their attainder. There was no difficulty of obtaining this 
aB:; and in it were comprehended an hundred and [even perfonsoftheKing's party! t 

BuT a difficulty was ftarted of a nature frill more important. The King him

felf had been attainted; and his right of fucceffion to the crown might thence be 
expofed to fame doubt. The judges extricated themfelves from this dangerous·. 

queftion, by a fingular pofition, which they eftablifhed, " That the crown takes 

" away all defeCts and ftops in blood; and that from the time the King affumed 

" royal authority, the fountain was cleared, and all attainders and corruptions of 

" blood difcharged :J:.'' Befides that the cafe, from its urgent neceffity, admitted 
of no deliberation; the judges probably thought, that no fentence of a court of 

judicature ought to bar the right of fucceffion; that the jealoufy of a King to

wards his heir might readily occafion ftretches of law and juftice againft him; 
and that a prince might even be engaged in unjuftifiable meafures during his pre
deceffor's reign, without meriting on that account to be excluded from the throne, 
which was his birth-right. 

WITH a Parliament fo obfequious as the prefent, the King could not fail to 
obta1n whatever aB: of fettlement he was pleafed to require. He feems only to 

have entertained fome doubts within himfelf on what title he fhould found his 

pretenfions. In his firft addrefs to the parliament he mentioned his juft title by 
hereditary right: But left that title fuould not be efteemed fufficient, he fubjoined 

his claim by the judgment of God, who had given him victory over his enemies 

in the field of battle. And again, left this pretenfion fhould be interpreted as af.; 

f\:lming a right of conqueft, he enfured to his fubjeB:s the entire enjoyment oft 

their former properties and poifeffions. 

THE entail of the crown was drawn, according to the fenfe of the King, and Entail.Of-.th" 

probably in the words, dictated by him. He made no mention in it of the prin-crown. 

cefs Elizabeth, nor any branch of the family of York; but in other refpects the 

aCl: was compofed with fufficient referve and moderation. He did not infift, that 

it fuould contain a declaration or recognition of his preceding right; as on the : 

.. .Bacon, F• 58 t. tRot. Pari. 1 Hen. VII. n. -z, 3, 4.-15, ~7, -z6-65. 
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other hand, he avoided the appearance of a new law or ordinance. He chofe 

a middle courfe, which, as is generally unavoidable in fuch cafes, was not en

tirely free from uncertainty and obfcurity.. It was voted, " That the inheritance 

'' of the crown fhould reft, remain, and abide in the king * ;'' but whether as 

rightful heir., or only as prefent poffeffor, was not determined. In l1ke manner, 

the King was contented that the fucceffion ihould be fecured to the heirs of his 

body; but he pretended not, in cafe of their failure, to exclude the houfe of 

York, or give the preference to that of Lancafter: He left that great point am

biguous for the prefcnt; and trufted, that, if ever its determination fuould become 

requifite, future incidents would open the way for the decifion. 

BuT after all thefe precautions, the King was fo little fatisfied with his own 
title to the crown, that, in the following year, he applied to Rome for a confir
tnation of it; and as that court gladly laid hold of all opportunities, which the 
i01prudence, weaknefs, or neceffities of princes afforded it to extend its autho· 

rity, Innocent the eighth, the reigning pope, readily granted a bull, in whatever 

terms the King was pleafed to defire. All Henry's titles, by fucceffion, marriage, 

parliamentary choice, even conqueft, are there enumerated; and to the whole 
the fanCl:ion of religion is added; excommunication is denounced againft every 

one who Lhould either difturb him in the prefent poffeffion, or the heirs of his 

body in their future fucceffion to the crown; and from this penalty, no criminal, 

except in the article of death, can be abfolved but by the pope himfelf, or his 

fpecial commiffioners. It is difficult to imagine, that the fecurity derived from 
this bull, could be a compenfation for the defeCt which it betrayed in Henry's 

title, and for the danger of thus inviting the pope to interpofe in thefe concerns. 

IT was natural, and even laudable in Henry to reverfe the attainders, which 

had pa!fed againft the partizans of the houfe of Lancafter; But the revenges, 

which he exercifed againft the retainers of the y ork family, to which he was fo 

foon to be allied, cannot be confidered in the fame light. Yet the parliament, 

at his inftigation, paffed an aCt of attainder againft the late King himfelf, 

againft the duke of Norfolk, the earl of Surrey, vifcount Lovel, the lords 

Zouche and Ferrars of Chartley, Sir 'waiter and Sir J ames Harrington, Sir 
William Berkeley, Sir Humphrey Stafford, Catefby, and about twenty other 

gentlemen, who had fought on Richard's fide in the battle of Bofworth. I-Iow 

n1en could be guilty of treafon, by fupporting the King in poffeffion againft the 

earl of Richmond, who affumed not the title of King, it was not eafy to deter

mine; and nothing but a fervile complaifance in the Parliament could have en
gaged them to make this ftretch of juftice. Nor was it a fmall mortification to 

• Bacon, p. 581 . 
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the people in general, to find, that the King, prompted either by avarice or re
fentment, could, in the very beginning of his reign, fo far violate the cordial 
union, which had been previoufiy concerted between the parties, and to the ex .. 
pectation of which he had plainly owed his fucceffion to the throne. 

THE King, having gained fo many points of confequence from his Parliament, 
thought it not expedient to demand any fupply from them, which the profound 
peace enjoyed by the nation, and the late forfeitures of Richard's adherents, feemed 
to render fomewhat fuperfluous. The Parliament, however, conferred on him toth of De .. 

during life the duty of tonnage and poundage, which had been enjoyed in the cember. 

fame manner by fome of his immediate predeceffors; and they added, before 
they broke up, other lucrative bills of no great moment. The King, on his 
part, n1ade fame returns of grace and favour to his people. l-Ie publifhed his 
royal proclamation, . offering pardon to all fuch as had taken arms, or formed any 
attempts againft him ; provided they fubmitted themfelves to mercy by a certain 
day, and took the ufual oath of fealty and allegiance. Upon this proclamation 
many came out of their fanCl:uaries, and the minds of men were every where much 
quieted. Henry chofe to take wholly tQ himfelf the merit of an aft of grace, fo 
agreeable to the nation; rather than communicate it with the Parliament, (as was 
his firft intention) by palling a bill to that purpofe. The earl of Surrey, how-
ever, though he had fubmitted, and delivered himfdf into the King's hands, was 
fent prifoner to the Tower. 

DuRING this parliament, the King alfo beftowed favours and honours on fome 
particular perfons, who were attached to him. Ed ward Stafford, eldeft fon to the 
duke of Buckingham, forfeited in the late reign, was reftored to all the honours 
of his family, as well as to all its fortune, which was very ample. This genero
fity, fo unufual in Henry, was the effeCt of his gratitude to the memory of 
Buckingham, who had firft concerted the plan of his fucceffion to the crown, 
and who by his own ruin had made way for that great event. Chandos of Bri
tanny was created earl of Bath, Sir Giles Daubeny lord Daubeny, and Sir Robert 
W illoughby lord Broke. Theft: were all the titles of nobility, conferred by the 
King*. 

BuT the minifters, whom the King moft trufted and favoured, were not chofen 
from among the nobility, or even from among the laity. John Morton, and 
Richard Fox, two clergymen, perfons of induftry, vigilance, and capacity, were 
the men to whom he chiefly confided his affairs and fecret councils. They had 
/bared with him all his former dangers and diftrelfes ; and he now took care to 
make them participate in his good fortune. They were both called to the privy 

• Polydore Virgil, p. 566. 
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council; and Morton was created bifhop of Ely, Fox of Exeter. The former 

foon after, upon the death of Bourchier, was raifed to the fee of Canterbury. 

The latter was made lord privy feal; and fucceffively, bi!hop of Bath and Wells, 

Durham, and Winchefter. For Hen~y, as lord Bacon obferves, loved to employ 

and advance prelates, becaufe, having rich bHhoprics to beftow, it was eafy for 

him to reward their fervices: And it was his maxim to raife them by flow fteps, 

and make them firft pafs thro' the inferior bifhoprics *. He probably expeCted, 

that as they were naturally more dependant on him than the nobility, who, dur

ing that age, enjoyed poffeffions and jurifdiCl:ions dangerous to royal authority ; 

fo the profpetl: of fome farther elevation would render them ftill more aCl:ive in his 

fervice, and more obfequious to his cotnmands. 

q.86. IN prefenting the bill of tonnage and poundage, the Parliament, anxious to 

tSth of Janu- preferve the true and undifputed fucceffion to the crown, had petitioned Henry, 

ary. 
with demonftrations of the greateft earneftnefs, to efpoufe the princefs Elizabeth ; 

but they covered their real reafon under the dutiful pretence of their defire to have 

heirs of his body. He now thought in earn eft of fatisfying the minds of his pec-

King's mar- ple in that particular. His marriage was celebrated at London ; and that with 

riage. greater appearance of univerfal joy, than either his firft entry or his coronation. 

Henry remarked with much difpleafure this general favour which was borne the 

houfe of York. The fufpicions, which arofe from it, not only difturbed his 

tranquillity during his whole reign ; but bred difguft towards his fpoufe herfelf, 

and poifoned all his domeftic enjoyments. Tho' virtuous, amiable, and obfe

quious to the laft degree, fhe never met with a proper return of affeCl:ion, or even 

of complaifance from her hutband ; and the malignant ideas of faction ftilJ, in 

his fullen mind, prevailed over all the fentiments of conjugal tendernefs. 

Ta E King had been carried along with fuch a tide of fuccefs ever fince his ar

rival in England, that he thought nothing could withfland the fortune and au

thority which attended him. He now refolved to make a progrefs into the 

North, where the friends of the houfe of York, and even the partizans of Richard 

were moft numerous ; in hopes of curing, by his prefence and converfation, the 

prejudices of the malecon ~ents. When he arrived at Nottingham, he heard that 

vifcount Lovel, with Sir HL1mphry Stafford and Thomas, his brother, had 

~ ithdrawn themfelves fecretly from their fantt:uary at Colchefter : But this news 

~ppeared not to him of fuch itnportance as to ftop his journey; and he proceeded 

An infurrec- forward to York. He there heard:. that the Staffords had levied an army in the 

tion. 
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county of Worcefl:er, and were approaching to befiege that city : And that Lovel, .'hap. r. 
at the head of an army of three or four thoufand men; was marching to attack · 1 {Sf. 

him in York. Henry was not difmayed with this intelligence. His active cou-
rage, full of refources, immediately prompted him to find the proper remedy. 
Tho' he knew himfelf to be furrounded with enemies in thefe difaffeB:ed counties, 
he affembled a fmall body of troops, in whom he could confide; and he put them 
under the command of the duke of Bedford. He joined to them all his own at-
tendants ; but he found that this hafty armament ~as more formidable by their fpirit 
and their zealous attachment to him, than by the arms or military ftores of which 
they were provided. He therefore gave Bedford orders not to approach the 
enemy ; but previouny to try every proper expedient to diffipate them. Bedford 
publifhed a general promife of pardon to the rebels, which had a greater effect on 
their leader than on his fol~owers. Lovel, who had undertaken an tnterprize; 
that exceeded his courage and capacity, was fo terrified with the fears of defertion 
among his troops, that he fuddenly withdrew himfelf, and, after lurking fome 
time in Lancafhire, he made his efcape into Flanders, where he was protected by 
the dutchefs of Burgundy. His army fubmitted to the King's clemency ; and the 
other rebels, hearing of this fuccefs, raifed the fiege of Worcefter, and dif-
perfed themfelves. The Staffords took fanCtuary in the church of Colnham, a vil-
lage near Abingdon; but as it was found, that that church had not the privilege 
of giving protection to rebels, they were taken thence: The eldeft Stafford was 
executed at Tyburn; the younger, pleading that he was miiled by his brothert 

obtained a pardon *. 
HENR v's joy for this fuccefs was followed, fome time after, by the birth of 2oth of Sep· 

a prince, to whom he gave the name of Arthur, in memory of the famous tember. 

Briti£h King of that name, from whom, it was pretended, the fa'mily of Tudor 
derived their dtfcent. 

THo, Henry had been able to diffipate that hafty rebellion, which was raifed Difcontents 

by the relicts of Richard's partizans, his government was become in general very of the people. 

unpopular : The fource of the public difcontent arofe chiefly from his preju-
dice againft the houfe of York, which was univerfally beloved by the nation, 
and which, for that very reafon, became every day more the objeCt of his hatred 
and jealoufy. Not ·only a preference on all occafions, it was obferved, was given 
to the Lancaftrians; but many of the oppofite party had been expo fed to great 
feverity, and had been bereaved of their fortunes by aCl:s of attainder. A general 

refumption likewife had paffed of all grants made by the princes of the houfe of 

York ; and tho' this rigour had been covered under the pretence, that the revenue 

~ Polydore Virzil, p 569. 
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Chap. 1. was become infufficient to fupport the crown, and tho' the liberalities, granted dur-
1486. ing the latter years of Henry the fixth, were refumed by the fame law, yec the York

party, as they were the principal fufferers by the refumption, thought it chiefly 
levelled againft them. The feverity, exercifed againft the earl of Warwic, begot 
compaffion towards youth and innocence, expofed to fuch oppreffion ; and his 
confinement in the tower, the very place where Edward's children had been mur
dered by their uncle, made the public expect a like cataftrophe for him, and led 

them to make a comparifon between Henry and that detefted tyrant. And when 
it was remarked, that the queen herfelf met with harfh treatment, and even after 
the birth of a fon, was not admitted to the honour of a public coronation, Henry's 
prepoffeffions were then concluded to be abfolutely incurable, and men became 
equally ob!linate in their difguft againft his government. Nor was the manner 
and addrefs of the King calculated to cure thefe prejudices contracted againft his 
adminiftration ; but had, in every thing, a tendency to promote fear, or at beft 
reverence, rather than good-will and affeCtion*. And while the high idea, en

tertained of his policy and vigour, retained the nobility and men of character in 

obedience ; the effects of his unpopular government foon appeared in the public, 

by incidents of a very extraordinary nature. 

THERE lived in Oxford, one Richard Simon, a prieft, who poffeffed fome 

'fubtlety, and ftill more boldnefs and temerity. This man had entertained the 

defign of difturbing Henry's government, by raifing up a pretender to his crown ; 

LambertSim- and for that purpofe, he caft his eyes on Lambert Simnel, a youth of fifteen 
nd. years of age, who was fon of a baker, and who, being endowed with under

ftanding above his years, and addrefs above his condition, feemed well fitted to 

perfonate a prince of royal extraction. A report had been fpread among the peo

ple, and received with great avidity, that Richard, duke of York, fecond fan to· 
Edward the fourth, had, by a fecret efcape, faved himfelf from his uncle's cruelt~, 
and lay fomewhere concealed in England. Simon, taking advantage of this 

rumour, had at firfl: infl:rucred his pupil to affume that name, which he found to 
be fo fondly cherifhed by the public: But hearing afterwards a new report, that 
Warwic had made his efcape from the Tower, and obfcrving that this news was 
attended with no lefs general fatisfaction, he changed the plan of his impofture, 
and made Simnel perfonate that unfortunate prince t. Tho' the youth was qua
lified by nature for the part which he was infl:ructed to act ; yet was it remarked, 
that he was better informed in circumftances relating to the royal family, and par-

. ticularly in the adventures of the earl of Warwic, than he could be fuppofed to 
have learned from one of Simon's condition : And it was thence conjectured, that 

• Bacon, p. 583. t Polydore Virgil, p. 569, 570. 
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perfons of higher rank, partizans of tbe houfe of York, had laid the plan of this Cbap. T. 
confpiracy, and had conveyed proper inftruClions to the actors. The queen dow- 1486• 

ager herfelf was expofed to great fufpicion; and it was indeed the general opinion. 
however unlikely it might feem, that fhe had fecretly given h~r confent to this im-
pofture. This woman was of a very reftlefs difpolition. That character of ambition 
and intrigue, which !he had betrayed during the reign of her hufuand, had not aban-
doned her during the ufurpation of Richard ; and in her clofet was firil: laid the plan 
of the great confederacy, which overturned the throne of the tyrant, and raifed the 
earl of Richmond to royal dignity. Finding, that, inil:ead of receiving the reward 
of thefe fervices, fhe herfelf was fallen into abfolute infignificance, her daughtev 
treated with feverity, and all her friends brought under fubjection, fhe had conceived 
the moft violent animofity againft Henry, and had refolved to make him feel the 
effects of her refentment. The impoftor, lhe knew, however fuccefsfuJ, might 
ealily at laft be fet alide; and if a way could be found at his rifque to fubvert the 
King's government, 1he hoped that a fcene would be opened, which, tho' difficult 
at prefent exactly to forefee, would gratify her revenge, and be on the whole lefs 
irkfome to her than that Oavery and contempt, to which lhe was reduced*. 

BuT whatever care Simon might take to convey inftrucrion to his pupiJ, Simnel,. 
he knew, that the impofture would not bear a clofe infpection ; and he was there
fore determined to open the firft public fcene of it in Ireland. That ifland, whicfi· 
was zealoufiy attached to the houfe of York, and bore an affectionate regard ro 
the memory of Clarence, Warwic's father, who had been their lieutenant, was 
improvidently al1owed by Henry to remain in the fame condition, in which he 
found it ; and all the counfellors and officers, who had been appointed by his pre
deceffor, frill retained their authority. No fooner did Simnel prefent himfelf to) 
Thomas Fitzgerald, earl of Kildare, the deputy, and claim his protection, as the 
unfortunate Warwic, than that credufous noblema~, not fufpecting fo bold a: 
fiction, lent attention to him, and began to confult fome perfons of rank with. 
rega~d to this extraordinary incident. Thefe he found even more fanguine in their 
zeal and belief than himfelf : And in proportion as the ilory diffufed itfelf among 
thofe of lower condition, it became the object of fi'ill higher paffion and credulity ; 
till the people in Dublin with one confent tendered their aiJegiance to Simnel as to .. 
the true Plantagenet. Fond of a novelty, which flattered their natura) propenfion, 
they overlooked the daughters of Edward the fourth, who ftood before Warwic Revolt ofir~ 
in the order of fucceffion ; they payed the pretended prince attendance as their land. 
fovereign, lodged him in the caftle of Dublin, crowned him with a diadem taken 
from a ftatue of the Virgin, and publicly proclaimed him King, under the ap-

• Polydore Virgil, p. s;o. 
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Chap. I. pellation of Edward the fixth. The whole iiland followed the example of the 
q .S6. capital ; and not a fword was any where drawn in Henry's quarrel. 

WHEN this intelligence was conveyed to Henry, it reduced him to fame per

plexity. Determined always to face his enemies in perfon, he yet fcrupled at pre
fent to leave England, where he fufpeB:ed the confpiracy was firfl framed, and 
where, he knew, many perfons of condition, and the people in general were much 
difpofed to give it countenance. In order to difcover the fecret fource of the con
trivance, and take meafures againft this open revolt, he held frequent confulta .. 
tions with his minifters and counfellors, and laid plans for a vigorous defence of 

his authority, and the fuppreffion of his enemies. 

THE firft event, which followed thefe deliberations, gave great furprize to tb.:! 

public : It was the feizure of the queen dowager, the forfeiture of all her lands . 
and revenue, and the clof~ confinement of her perfon in the nunnery of Bermon
defey. So arbitrary and violent an act of authority was covered with a very thin 

pretence. It was alledged, that, notwithftanding the fecret agreement to marry 
her daughter to Henry, fhe had yet yielded to the folicitations and menaces of 

Richard, and delivered that princefs and her fifters into the hands of the tyrant. 
This crime, which was now become obfolete, and might admit of alleviations, 

was therefore fufpecred not to be the real caufe of the feverity, with which ihe was 

treated ; and men believed, that the King, unwilling to accufe fo near a relation 
of a confpiracy againft him, had cloaked his vengeance or precaution under the 
pretext of an offence, known to the whole world ~. They were afterwards the 
more confirmed in this fufpicion, when they found, that the unfortunate queen, 
tho' fhe furvived this difgrace feveral years, was never treated with any more 
lenity, but was allowed to end her life in poverty, folitude, and confinement. 

THE next meafure of the King was of a lefs exceptionable nature. He ordered 
that Warwic fuould be taken from the Tower, be led in proceffion through the 
ftreets of London, be conduCted to St. Paul's, and there expofed to the eyes of 

the whole people. He even gave directions, that fome perfons of condition, who 
were attached to the houfe of York, and were beft acquainted with the perfon 

of this prince, fbould approach him and converfe with him : And he trufted, 

that thefe, being convinced of the abfurd impofture of Simnel, would put a ftop 
to the credulity of the people. The expedient had its effect in England : But in 

Ireland the people ftill perfifted in their revolt, and zealoufiy retorted on the King 
the reproach of propagating an impofture, and of having fhown a counterfeit 

Warwic to the people. 

• Bacon, p. 58 3· Polydore Virgil, p. 571. 
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HENR v had foon reafon to apprehend, that the defign againft him was not Chap. r. 
laid on fuch flight foundations as the abfurdity of the contrivance feemed to pro- 1486. 
mife. John earl of 1-incoln, fan of John de la Pole, duke of Suffolk, and of 
Elizabeth, eldeft fifter to Edward the fourth, was engaged to take part in the con-
fpiracy. This nobleman, who poffeft capacity and courage, had entertained very 
afpiring views; and his ambition was encouraged by the known intentions of his 
uncle, Richard, who had formed a defign, in cafe himfelf Ihould die without iffue, 
of declaring Lincoln fuccelfor to the crown. 'Fhe King's jealoufy againft all em i-
n nt perfons of the York party, and his rigour towards Warwic, had farther ftruck 
Lincoln with apprehenfions, and made him refolve to feek for fafety in the moft 
dangerous councils. Having fixed a fecret correfpondence with fir Thomas 
Broughton, a man of great interefr in Lanc~ihire, he fet out for Flanders, where 
Lovel had arrived a little before him ; and he lived, during fome time, in. the 
court of his aunt, the dutchefs of Burgu.ndy, by whom he had been invited over. 

MARGARET, widow of Charles the Bold, duke of Burgundy, having born no Intrigues of 
children to her hufband, attacned herfelf with an entire friendfhip to her daughter- the. dutchefs 
in-law, married to Maximilian, archduke of Auftria ; and after the death of that ofBurgundy. 
princefs, fhe perfevered in her affeB:ion to l)hilip and Margaret, her children, and 
occupied herfelf in the care of their educ1tion and of their perfons. By her vir-
tuous conduCt and demeanour, ilie had acquired great authority among the Flem-
ings; and lived with much dignity, as well as reconomy, upon that ample dowry, 
which Ihe inherited from her hufband. The refentments of this princefs were no 
lefs warm than her friendfhips; and that fpirit of faCl:ion, which it is fo difficult 
for a facial and fanguine temper to guard againft, had taken fhong polfeffion of 
her heart, and entrenched fomewhat on the probity, which fhone forth in other 
parts of her c.haraCl:er. Hearing of the malignant jealoufy, entertained by Henry 
againft her family, and his oppreffion of all its partizans; ihe was moved with the 
higheft indignation, and ihe determined to make him repent of that enmity, of 
which fo many of her friends, without any reafon or neceffity, had fallen the vic-
tims. After confulting with Lincoln and Lovel, fue hired a body of two thou .. 
fand veteran Germans, under the command of Martin Swart, a brave and e~pe-
rienced officer * ; and fent them over, together with thefe two noblemen, to join 
Simnel in Ireland. The countenance, given by perfons of fuch high condition, 
and the acceffion of this military force, raifed extremely the courage of the Irifh, 
and made them entertain the refolution of invading England, where they believed Lambert Si m, 
the fpirit of d.ifaffeCl:ion to prevail as much as it had appeared to do in Ireland. nel invades 
The poverty alfo, under which they laboured, made it impoffible for them to main- England. 

• Polydore Virgil, r .. 572, 5.7.3:· 
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.tain any longer the-ir new court and army, and infpired them with a ftrong de fire 

of enriching themfelves by plunder and preferment in England. 

HENRy was not ignorant of thefe intentions of his enemies ; and he prepared 

himfelf for refiftance. He ordered troops to be muftered in different parts of the 

kingdom, and put them under the command of the duke of Bedford, and the 

.earl of Oxford. H e confined from jealoufy the marquis of Dorfet, who, he fuf

peeted, would revenge the injuries fuffered by his mother, the queen dowager. 

And to gratify the people by an appearance of devotion, he made a pilgrimage to 

our lady of Walfingham, famous for miracle& ; and there offered up prayers r 

fuccefs and for deliveranc;.e from his enemies. 

BEING informed that Simnel and his forces were landed at Foudrey in Lanca-

- ihire, he drew together his own troops, and advanced towards them as far as Co

ventry. ·rhe rebels had entertained hopes, that the difaffeeted counties in the 

North would rife in their favour: But the people, averfe to join lrilh and German 

jnvaders, convinced of Lambert's impofture, and kept in awe by the King's re

putation for fuccefs and conduCt:, either remained ia tranquillity, or gave all 

affiftance to the royal army. The earl of Lincoln, therefore, who commanded 

.the rebels, finding no hopes but in fpeedy victory, was determined to bring the 

matter to .a decifion ; and the King, fupported by the native courage of his tem-

per, and emboldened by a great acceffion of volunteers, · which had joined him, 

under the earl of Shrewfuury and lord Strange, declined not the combat. The 

oppofite armies met at Stoke in the county of Nottingham, and fought a battle, 

.which was more bloody and more ·obftinately difputed than could have been ex .. 

petted from the inequality <>f their force. All the leaders of the rebels were re-

.folved to conquer or to die, and they infpired their troops with a like refolution. 

The Germans alfo, being veteran and experienced fo]diers, kept the victory long 

doubtful ; and even the Irilh, tho' ill-armed and almoft defencelefs, 1howed 

themfelves not defccrive in fpirit and bravery. The King's victory was purchafed 

with Jofs., but was entirely decifive. Lincoln, Broughton and Swart perHhed in 

the field of battle, with four thoufand of their troops. As Lovel was never more 

heard of, he was believed to have undergone the fame fate. Simnel, with his 

tutor, Simon, was taken prifoner. Simon, bting a prieft, was not tried at Jaw~ 

and was only committed to clofe cuftody .: Simnel was too contemptible either to 

excite apprehenfion ,or refentment in Henry. He was pardoned, and made a 

fcullion in the King's kitchen • whence he was afterwards advanced to the rank of 

a falconer*. 

• Bacon, p. 586. Pol. Virg. P• 514-
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HENR v had now leifure to revenge himfelf of his enemies, He made a pro
grefs into the northern parts, where he gave many proofs of the rigours of his 
juftice. A ftricr inquiry was made after thofe who had affifted or favoured 
the rebels. The punifhments were not all fanguinary. The King made his re-
venge fubfervient to his avarice. Heavy fines were levied UtJOn the delinquents. 
In giving fentence, the proceedings of the courts, and even the courts themfelves, 
were entirely arbitrary. Either the criminals were tried by commiffioners ap-
pointed for that purpofe, or they fuffered puni!hment by fentence of a court 
martial. And as a rumour had prevailed before the battle of Stoke, that the 
rebels had gained the viCtory, that the King's army was cut in pieces, and that 
the King himfelf had efcaped by flight, Henry was refolved to interpret the belief 
or propagation of this report as a mark of difaffeB:ion ; and he punifhed many for 
that pretended crime. But fuch, in this age, was the fituation of the Englifh go
vernment, that the royal prerogative, which was but imperfecrly reftrained during 
the moft peaceable periods, was fure, in tumultuous, or even fufpicious times, 
which frequently occurred, to break all bounds of law and order. 

AFT ER the King had fatisfied his rigour by the punifhmtnt of his enemies, he 
refolved to give contentment to the people, in a point, which, tho' a· mere cere
mony, was very paffionately defired by them. The ~een had b~en married 
near two years, but had not yet been crowned ; and this affeCtation of delay had 
given great difcontent to the public, and had been one principal fource of the dif-
affecrion which prevailed. The King, infl:ruB:ed by experience, now finifhed the 25 th ofNo. 
ceremony of her coronation ; and to fhew a ftill more gracious difpofition, he gave vember. 
liberty to her half-brother, the marquifs of Dorfet, who had been able to clear 
bimfelf of all the crimes of which he was accufed. 

VoL. Ill. D CHAP 
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C H A P. II. 

State if foreign affairs.-State if Scotland-if Spaill-o/ the Low 
Countries-rif France-rif Britanny.-Frencl. invajion qf Bri
tanny.-French emba.ffj to England.-Dij]imula:ion if the French 
Court.-An injurreelion in the North-fujprejfed.-King 
fends forcrs into Britany.-Annexation rif Brit:mnny to France. 
-A Parliament.-War with France.-Itva}ion if France. 
-Peace with France.-Perkin Warbec.-His impoflure. 
-He is avowed by the dutchefi rif Burgundy-and by many rif 
the Englijh nobility.-'Irial and execution of St:mley.-A Par-

liament. 

HE King acquired great reputation throughout all Europe by the profpe-
1488: rous and vigorous conduct of his domeftic affairs ; a1d as fome incidents, 

State of fo- ...., reign affairs. about this time, invited him to look abroad, and exert hinfelf in behalf of his 
allies, it will be necelfary, in order to give a juft account ofhis foreign meafures, 
to explain the condition of the neighbouring kingdoms; begnning with Scotland, 

which lies moft contiguous. 
THE kingdom of Scotland had not as yet attained thot ftate, which diftin-

~;·~ ofScot- guilhes a civilized monarchy, and which enables the governnent, by the force of 
n • its laws and inftitutions alone, without any extraordinary capacity in the fove-

reign, to maintain itfelf in order and tranquillity. James the third, who now 
filled the throne, was a prince of little induftry and of a narnw genius ; and tho' it 
behoved him to yield the reins of government to his minifttrs, he had never been 
able to make any choice, which could give contentment Joth to himfelf and to 
his people. When he beftowed his confidence on any of the principal nobility, 
he found, that they exalted their own family to fuch a hei~ht, as was dangerous 
to the prince, and gave umbrage to the ftate : When he mnferred favour on any 
perfon of meaner birth, on whofe fubmiffion he could more depend, the barons of 
his kingdom, enraged at the power of an upftart minion, )roceeded to the ut m oft 
extremities againft their fovereign. Had Henry entertaind the ambition of con-

. 2 quefts, 
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quefis, a temptifl5 opportunity now offered of reducing that kingdom to fubjec- C
1
1ap. rr. 

tion ; but as he vas probably fenfible~ that a warlike people, tho' they might be •4SS. 

over-run by reafm of their domeftic divifions, could not be retained in obedience 

without a regular military force, which was then unknown in England, he rather 

propofed the rerewal of the peace with Scotland, and fent an embaffy to J ames 
for that pUl·pofe. But the Scots, who never defired a long peace with England, 
and who though: that their fecurity confifted in preferving themfelves conftantly 

in a warlike poture, would not agree to more than a feven years truce, which 

was accordingly <oncluded *. 
THE Europea1 ftates on the continent were then ha!l:ening faft to that fitua

tion, in which ney have remained, without any material alterations, for near 

three centuries; tnd began to unite themfelves into one extenfive fyftem of policy, 
· which comprehe1ded the chief powers of Chriftendom. Spain, which had hi- Stat~ of 

therto been almoil: entirely occupied within herfelf, now became formidable by Spam. 

the union of Arngon and Caftile, in the perfons of Ferdinand and !fabella, who, 

being princes of great capacity, employed their force in enterprizes the m oft ad
vantageous to tleir combined monarchy. The conqueft of Granada from the 

Moors was thenundertaken, and brought near to a happy conclufion. And in 
that expedition the military genius of Spain was revived; honour and fecurity 

were attained; :nd her princes, no longer held in fear by a domeftic enemy fo 
dangerous, bega1 to enter into all the tranfattions of Europe, and ·make a great 

figure in every Wlf and negotiation. 
MAXIMILI AN. King of the Romans, fon to the emperor Frederic, had, by Of the Low 

his marriage witl the heirefs of the houfe of Burgundy, acquired an intere!l: in Countries. 

the Low Countrr provinces ; and tho' the death of his fpoufe had weakened his 

connexion with nat territory, he ftill pretended to the government as tutor to his 
fon Philip, and lis authority had been acknowledged by Brabant, Holland; and 
feveral of the previnces. But as Flanders and Hainault ftill refufed to fubmit to 

his regency, and even appointed other tutors to Philtp, he had been engaged in 
long wars againft that obftinate people, and never was able thoroughly to fubdue 
their fpirit. Trat he might free himielf from the oppofition of France, he had 
concluded a peace with Lewis the eleventh, and had given his daughter, Marga-

ret, then an infa1t, in marriage to the Dauphin ; together with Artois, Franche· 

comte, and Cha·olois as her dowry. But this alliance had not produced the 

defired dfett. fhe dauphin fucceeded to the crown of France under the appel-
lation of CharJe, the eighth ; but Maximilian ftill found the mutinies of the 

Flemings fomened by the intrigues of the Court of France. ' 

• Iolyd. Virg. p. 575· 
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FRANCE, during the two preceding reigns, had made a mighty encreafe in 
power and greatnefs ; and had not other ftates of Em· ope at the fame time received 
an acceffion o( force, it had been impoffible to have retained her within her an
tient boundaries. Moft of the great fiefs, Normandy, Champagne, Anjou, 
Dauphiny, Guienne, Provence, and Burgundy had been united to the crown ; 
the E~glifh had been expelled from all their conquefts ; the authority of the 
prince had been raifed to fuch a condition as enabled him to maintain law and or
der ; a confiderable military force was kept on foot, and the finances were able to 
fupport them. Lewis the eleventh indeed, from whom many of thefe advantages 
were derived, was dead, and had left his fan, in very early youth and ill educated, 
to fufrain the weight of the monarchy: But having entrufted the government to 
his daughter, Anne Lady of Beaujeu, a woman of fpirit and capacity, the French 
power fulfered no check or decline. On the contrary, this princefs formed the 
great projeCt, which at lafi: fhe happily effeCte~, of uniting to the crown Britanny, 
the lafi: and inoft independent fief of the monarchy. 

OfBritanny. FRANCIS the fecond, duke of Britanny, was a good, but a weak prince, who 
confcious of his own unfitnefs for government, had refigned himfelf entirely to 
the direction of Peter Landais, a man of very mean birth, more remarkable for 
his ability than for his virtue or integrity. The nobles of Britanny, difpleafed 
with the great advancement of this favourite, had even proceeded to difaffeetion 
againfi: their fovereign ; and after many tumults and confpiracies, they at laft 
united among themfelves, and in a violent manner, feized, tried, and put to death 
the obnoxious minifrer. Fearing the refentment of the prince for this invafion of 
his authority, many of them retired to France ; and others, for their proteCtion 
and fafety, maintained a correfpondence with that court. The French miniftry, 
obferving the great diffentions among the Bretons, thought the opportunity fa
vourable for invading that dutchy; and fo much the rather, as they could cover 
their ambition under the fpecious pretence of providing for domeftic fecurity. 

LEwrs, duke of Orleans, firfi: prince of the blood, and prefumptive heir of the 
1nonarchy, had difputed the adminiihation with the lady of Beaujeu; and tho' his 
pretenfions had been rejected by the ftates, he fiiil maintained cabals with many 
of the grandees, and laid fchemes for fubverting the authority of that princefs. 
Finding his confpiracies detcB:ed, he took arms, and fortified himftlf in Beaugenci; 
but as his revolt was precipitate, before his confederates were ready to rife with 
him, he had been obliged to fubmit, and to receive whatever conditions the French 
miniftry were 'pleafed to impofe upon him. Actuated however by his ambition, 
and even by his fears, he foon retired out of France, and took fhelter with the 

duk 
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duke of Britanny, who was defirous of frrengthening himfelf againrt the defigns Ch1p. II. 

of the lady of Beaujeu by the friendfhip and credit of the duke of Orleans. This 1 48·8. 

prihce alfo, obferving t e afcendan.t which he foon acquired over the duke of 
Britanny, had engaged many of his partizans to join him at that court, and had 
formed the defign of aggrandizing himfelf by a marriage with Anne, the heirefs 

of that opulent dutchy. 
THE barons of Britanny, who faw all favour engroffed by the dul~e of Orleans 

and his train, renewed a ftriCl:er correfpondence with France, and even invited the 
French King to n1ake an invafion on their country. Defirous however to preferve 
its independency, they had regulated the number of fuccours, which France was 
to fend them

2 
and had fl:i t-- ulared that no fortified place in Britanny fhould re

main in the poffeffion of t!1at monarchy. A vain precaution, where revolted 
·fubjeB:s treat with a power fo much fuperior! The French invaded Britanny with French i nv~

forces three times more nun erous than thofe which they had promifed to the ba- fion of Bn-tanny. 
rons ; and advancing into the he:ut of the country, laid fiege to Ploermel. To 
oppofe them, the duke raifed a numerous, but ill difciplined army, which he put 
under the command of the duke of )rleans, the count of Dunois, and others of 
the French nobility. The army, difcontented with this choice, and jealous of 
their confederates, foon di!banded, and left their prince with too fmall a force to 
keep the field againft his invaders. I1: retir cl to V :1nnes; but being hotly pur-
fued by the French, who had made themfe lves mailers cf Ploermel, he efcaped 
to Nantz; and the enemy having taken and ga1 rifoned Vannes, Dinanr, and other 
places, laid clofe fiege to that city. The baron . of Brit nny, finding their coun-
try menaced with total fubjeCl:ion, began gradually to withdraw from the Fre~ch 
army, and to make peace with. their fovereign. / 

THIS defertion, however, of the Bretons di(couraged not the court of France 
from purfuing her favourite projeCt: of reducing Britanny to fubjeCl:ion. The 
fituation of Europe appe red very favourable to the execution ot this deGgn. 
rviaximilian was engaged in clofe alliance with the duke of Britanny, and had 
even opened a treaty for marrying his daughter; but he was on all occafions fo 
neceffitou~ of money, and at that time fo difquieted by the mutinies of the Fle
mings, that little effeCl:ual affiflance could be expected from him. Ferdinand was. 
,ntirely occupied in the conqueft of Granada; and it was aifo known, that if 
France rcfigned to him Roufillon and Cerdagne, to which he had pretenfions, fhe· 
could at any time engage him to abandon the interefts of Britanny. England. 
alone was both enabled by her power, and engaged by her interefrs, to fupport the. 
independency of that dutchy ; and the moft dangerous oppofition was therefore, . 
by the French, expected from . th.at quarter. In order to cover their real defigns, , 

.a 
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Chap. H. no boner were they informed of H enry's fuccefs againft Simnel and his partizans, 

1 +38 · thar they difpatched ambaffadors to the court of London, and made profeffions 

French em- of ne utmoft truft and confidence in that monarch. 
1IIE ambaffadors, after congratulating 1-!enry on the late viEtory, and cornmu

nicaing to him in the moft cordial manner, as to an intimate friend, fome fuc
ceff6 of their mafcer againft Maximilian, came in the progrefs of their difcourfe, 
to nention the late tranfattions in Britanny. They told · him that the duke of 
Briunny having given proteCtion to French fugitives and rebels, the King had been 
nec(ilitated, contrary to his intention and inclination, to carry war into' that 
dut(hy : That the honour of the crown was interefred not to fuffer a vaf
fal ro far to forget his duty to his liege lord ; nor was the fecurity of the govern
n1elt of France lefs concerned to prevent the confequences of this dangerous te
metity : That the fugitives were no mean nor obfcure perfons ; but, among 
oth1rs, the duke of Orleans, firft prince of the blood, who finding himfelf ob
noxous to jufl:ice for treafonable praCtices in ·France, had fled into Britanny ; 
wh~re he frill perfevered in laying fchemes of rebellion againft his fovereign: J"'hat 
thewar being thus, on the part of the French monarch, entirely defenfive, it 
wotld immediately ceafe, when the duke of Britanny, by returning to his duty, 
1hmld remove the caufes of it: That their m after was fenfible of the obligations 
whch that duke, in very critical times, had conferred on [-lenry; but it was 
kn<wn alfo, that, in times frill more critical, he or his mercenary counfellors had 
deftrted him, and put his life in the utmofr ~azard : Th'at his fole refuge in fuch 
deberate extremities had been the court of France, which not only proteCted his 
petfon, but fupplied him with men and money, with which, aided by his own 
vabur and conduCt, he had been enabled to mount the throne of England : That 
Fr:nce, in this tranfaCtion, had, from friendlhip to Henry, aCted contrary to 

wrat, in a narrow vie v, might be efteemed her own interefr; .fince, inftead of an 
odous tyrant, fhe had contributed to efl:ablifu on a rival throne, a prince endow
edwith fuch virtue and abi:ity : And that as both the ju(lice of the caufe and the 
obigations conferred on Henry thus preponderated on the fide of France, their 
m:fter expeCted, that, if the fituation of Henry's· affairs allowed him not to give 
afifl:ance to that kingdom, he would at leaft preferve a neutrality between the 

ba:ffy to Eng
land. 

cm tending parties *. 
THIS difcourfe of the French ambaffadors was plaufible; and to give it greater 

wdgbt, they communicated to Henry, as in confidence, their mafter's intention, 
afier he fuould have compofed the differences with Britanny, to lead an army in
toltaly, and make good his pretenfions to the kingdom of Naples: A project, 

which, · 

• 
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which, they knew, would give no umbrage to the court of England. But all Chap. II. 
thefe artifices were in vain employed againft the penetration of the King. He 1482• 
clearly faw, that France had entertained the view of fubduing Britanny; btt he 
alfo perceived, that ihe would meet with great, and, as he thou;.sht, infupe-able 
difficulties in the execution of her project. The na i ve force of that dutch), he 
knew, had always been confiderable, and had often, without any foreign offift-
ance, refifted the power of France ; the natural temper of the French na:ion~ 
he imagined, would make them eafily aband m every ~nterprize, which req1ired 
·perfeverance; and as the heir o the crown \Vas confecL.r ted with the du:e of 
Briranny, the courtiers wou 1d be ftill more rem ifs in profr-cuting a fcheme w1ich 
muft draw on them his refentment and difpJ eafure. Should even thefe int'rnal 
obftruCtions be removed, Maximilian, whofe e. r:nity to France was well kmwn, 
and who now paid his addreffi~s to he heir Js of 3ritanny, would be able to nake 
a diverfion on the fide of Fland rs; nor ml:.i it ex ~Cted, that France, i1 f11e 
profecuted fuch ambitious pr ~ t Cl:s, ould be allo ved to 1 emain ir tranquillio/ by 
Ferdinand and !fabella. Above all, he thought the French court could tever 
expeCt, that England, fo deeply -interdted eo preferve the i~1..lependancy of 
Britanny, fo able by her powt-r ~nd fituation to give dfeCl:u l and prompt ;ffift
ance, would permit fuch an acceffion of t1rce to her rival. He imagined, tlere
fore, that the minifters of r.rance, convinced of the impracticability of their 
fchemes, would at bft embrace Xlcific vipws, and would ab ... ndon an enteqrize, 
fo obnoxious to all the pote tates of Europe. 

THJS reafoning of Henry was foli~ \ and m:ght very juftly engage him h di
latory and cautious meafures : But there entered iatto his conduct another mctive, 
which was apt to draw him beyond the juft bound , becaufe found ed on a nling 
paffion. His frugality, w~ ich by dLgre s dege 1erated into avarice, ma cie him 
averfe to all warlike "nt rprizes and difl:anc expeditions; and engaged him prevouny 
to try the expedient of negottat;on. He difpatched Urfwic , his almoner, a mm of 
addrefs and ability, to make offer of his mediation to the contending parties An 
offer, which, he thought, if accepted by France, would foon lead to a compofire of 
all differences; if refufed or eluded, would at leafl: difcover the perfeveran1e of 
that court in their ambitious projecrs. Urfwic found the lady of Beaujeu, now 
dutchefs of Bourbon, engaged in the fiege of:Nantz, and had the fatisfaCl:ion t< find 
that his mafter's mediation was very readily embraced, and with many expreffims of 
confidence and moderation. That able pdncefs concluded, that _the duke of Oreans ,, 
who governed the court of Britanny, forefeeing that every accommodation mlfl: be 
n1ade at his ex pence, would ufe all his interefl: to have Henry's propofal reje:ted ;· DiffimuJat=on 
and would by that means make an effectual apology for the French meafures. and of the French 
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draw on the Bretons the reproach of obltinacy and injufiice. 'The event juftifi
ed her prudence. \V hen the Engli1h ambailador made the fame applications eo 
the duke of Britanny, he received for anfwer, in name of that Prince, that ha
ving fo long aCted the part of protector and guardian to Henry, during his ·youth 
and a iverfiry, he had e·xpeB:ed, from a monarch of fuch virtue, more effeCtual 
affifi:ance, in his prefent di(hdfes, than ·a barren offer of mediation, which fuf
pended not the progrefs of the French arms : That if Henry's gratitude was not 
fufficic-nt to eng:lge him in fuch a me~lfl.tre, his prudence, as King of England, 
:fhould difcover to him the pernicious confequences attending the conqueft of Bri
tanny, and its annexation to the crown of France: 'rhat that kingdom, already 
become too powerful, would be enabled, by fo great an accefiion of force, to dif
play, to the ruin of England, that hoftile difpofition, which had always fubfifted 
between tho!e rival nations:' That Britanny, fo ufeful an ally, which, by its fitu
ation, gave the Englifh an entrance into the heart of France ; being annexed to 
that kingdom, would be equally enabled from its fituation to difl:urb, either by 
piracies or naval armaments, the commerce and peace of England : Anca that if 
the duke refufea Henry's mediation, it proceeded neither from an inclination to a 
war, which he experienced to be fo ruinous to him, nor from a confidence in his 
own force, which he knew to be fo much inf~rior to that of the enemy ; but 
merely from a fenfe of his prefent nec;effity, which muft engage the King to aCt 

the part of his confederate, not of a mediator. 
WHEN this anfwer was reported to the King, he abandoned not the fyftem of 

conduCt which he had formed : He only concluded, that fame more time was 
requifite to quell the obfiinacy of the Bretons and make them fubmit to reafon. 
And when he learned, that the people of Britanny, anxious for their duke's fafe. 

ty, had formed a tumultuary army of 6o,ooo men, and had obliged the French 
to raife the fiege of Nantz, he fortified hi1nfelf the more in his opinion, that the 
court of France would at lafl be re'duced, by multiplied obftacles and difficulties, 
to abandon the project of reducing Britanny to fubjeCtion. He continued there
fore the fcheme of negotiation, and thereby expofed himfelf to be deceived by the 
artifices of the Frenl h miniftry; who, frill pretending pacific intentions, fent 
Lord B .. rnard Daubignj, a Scotfman of quality, to London, and preffed Henry 
not to be di.-couraged in off~ring his mediation to the court of Britanny. The 
King on his part difpatche.d another embafTy compofed of Urfwic, the abbot of 
Abingdon, and Sir Richard Tonfial, who carried new propofals for an ami
cable accommodation. No efftctual fuccours, meanwhile, were provided for 
the difirdfed Bretons. The lord Woodville, brother to the queen dowager, a 
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man of courage and enterprize, having afked leave to raife underhand a body· of Chap. IT. 
volunteers and tranfport them into Britanny, met with a refufal from the King, 1488. 

who was defirous of preferving the appearance of a il:ritt neutrality. That noble-
man, however, ftill perfifted in his intentions. He went over to the IOe of 
Wight, of which he was governor; levied a body of 400 men; and having at: 
laft obtained, as is fuppofed, the fecret permiffion of Henry, failed with them to 
Britanny. This enterprize proved fatal to the leader, and brought fmall relief to 
the unhappy Duke. The Bretons rafhly engaged in a general aCtion with the z8th of July. 
French at St. Aubin, and were totally difcomfited. Woodville and all the Eng-
lilh were put to the fword ; together with a body of Bretons, who had been ac-
couttered in the garb of Englifhmen, in order to ftrike a greater terror into the 
French, to whom the martial prowefs of that nation was always formidable*. 
fl'he Duke of Orleans, the Prince of Orange, and many other perfons of rank 
were taken prifoners. And the military force of Britanny was totally diffipated. 
The death of the Duke, which followed foon after, threw affairs into ftiJl greater gth s~ptem-
confufion, and feemed to threaten the ftate with a final fubject:ion. ber. 

' THo' the King prepare_d not againft thefe events, fo hurtful to the interefts of 
England, with fufficient vigour and precaution, he had not altogether overlooked 
them. Determined to maintain a pacific conduCt, as far as the fituation of affairs 
would permit, he yet knew the warlike difpofition of his fubjeB:s, and obferved, 
tliat their antient and inveterate animofity to France was now revived by the 
profpeB: of this great acceffion to its power and grandeur. f-Ie refolved there
fore to make advantage of thofe humours, and to draw fome fupplies of mo
ney from the people, on pretence of giving affiftance to the Duke of Britan
ny. I-Ie had fummoned a parliament to meet at \Veftminfter t; and he foon 
perfuaded them to grant him a confiderable fub!idy :f:. But this fupply, tho' 
voted by Parliament, involved the King in unexpected difficulties. The counties 
of Durham and York, always difcontented with Henry's government, and far
ther provoked by the late oppreffions, under which they had laboured, after the 
fupprefilon of Simnel's rebellion, relifred the commiffioners who were appointed 
to levy the new tax. The cornmiffioners, terrified with this appearance of fe- ~n i~furrec

. dition, made application to the Earl of Northumberland, and defired of him tNwn '~..0 the 
Oltt· . advice and affiftance in the execution of their office. That nobleman thouo ht 

0 the matter of importance enough to confult the King; who, unwilling to 
yield to the humours of a difcontented populace, and fore:feeing the per-

* Argrnt1e Hi!t. de Bretagne, Liv. 12, t gth November, 148-, 
:t Polydore Virgi l, r· 579, fays that this impolition was a capitation tax; the other hifiorians fay 

it was a tax of two Jbillings on the fOund. 

VoL. Ill. E nicious 
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Chap. n. nicious confequences of fuch a precedent, renewed his orders for a firiCl: levy of 

1488. the impofition. Northumberland fummoned together the jufrices and chief free 

holders, and delivered the King's commands in the moft imperious terms, which, 

he thought, would inforce obedience, but which tended only to provoke the peo· 

p1e, and tnake them believe him the advifer of thofe orders which he delivered 

to them *. They flew to arms, and attacked Northumberland's houfe, whom 

they put to death.. Having incurred fuch deep guilt, their n1utinous humour 

· prompted them to declare againft the King himfelf; and being inftigated by one 

John Achambcr, a feditious fellow of mean birth, they chofe Sir John Egremond 

their leader, and prepared themfelves for a vigorous refifrance. Henry was not 

difmayed with an infurreCtion fo precipitant and ill fupported. He immediately 

levied a force which he put under the command of the Earl of Surrey, whom 

he had delivered from confinement, and reftored to his favour. His intention 

was to fend down thefe troops, in order to check the progrefs of the rebels; 

while he himfelf fhould follow with a greater body, which would abfolutely in

fure fuccefs. But Surrey thought himfelf ftrong enough to encounter a raw and 

Suppre!feJ. unarmed multitude ; and he fucceeded in the attempt. The rebels were diffipated ; 

John Achamber taken prifoner, and afterwards executed with fome of his ac

complices; Sir John Egremond fled to the Dutchefs of Burgundy, who gave him 

proteCtion; the greater number of the rebels received a pardon. 

HEN R v had probably expected, when he obtained this grant from the Parlia

ment, that he fuould be able to terminate the affair of Britanny by negotiation, 

and that he might thereby fill his coffers with the money levied by the impofi

tion. But as the diftreffes of the Bretons ftill multiplied, and became every day 

more urgent; he found himfelf under the neceffity of taking fome meafures, in 

order to fupport them. On the death of the duke, the French had revived fon1e 

antiquated claims to the dominion of the dutchy; and as the Duke of Orleans 

was now captive in France, their former pretence for hoftilities could no longer 

ferve as a cover to their ambition. The King refolved therefore to engage as auxi

liary to Britanny ; and to confult the interefts as well as defires of his people, by 

oppofing himfelf to the progrefs of the French power. Befides entering into a 

league with Maximilian, and another with Ferdinand, which were diftant re

fources, he levied a body of troops, to the number of 6ooo men, with an inten-

J4s9. tion of tranfporting them into Britanny. Still anxious, however, for the pay

ment of his expences, he concluded a treaty with the young dutchefs, by which 

lhe engaged to deliver into his hands two fea-port towns, there t'o remain tilllhe 

1hould entirely refund the charges of the armament t. Tho' he engaged for 

• Bacon, p. S95· t Du Tillet, .Recueil des Traitez. 
the 
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the fervice of thofe troops during the fpace of eight months only, yet was the Chap. IT. 
dutchcfs obliged, by the n~ceffity of her affairs, to fubmit to fuch rigid condi. 14.89· 
tions, impofed by an ally, fo much concerned in intereft to proteCl: her. The 
forces arrived undtZr the command of lord Willoughby of Broke ; and made the King f~nds 

. • forces mto 
Bretons, dunng fome t1me, mafters of the field. The French retired into their Britanny. 
garrifons ; and propofed by dilatory meafures to wafte the fire of the Englilh, 
and difguft them with their enterprize. The fcheme was well laid, and met with 
fuccefs. Lord Broke found fuch difcord and confufion in the councils of Britan-
ny, that no meafures could be concerted for any undertaking ; no fupply obtain-
ed ; no provifions, carriages, artillery, or military ftores procured. The whole 
court was rent into factions: No one n1inifter had acquired the afcendant: And 
whatever project was formed by one, was fure to be traverfed by another. The 
Englith, difconcerted in every enterprize, by thefe animofities and uncertain coun-
cils, returned home as foon as the time of their fervice was elapfed; leaving on-
ly a finall garrifon in thofe towns which had been put into their hands. During 
their ftay in Britanny, they had only contributed ftill farther to wafte the coun· 
try; and by their departure, they left it entirely at the mercy of the enemy. So 
feeble was the fuccour which Henry in this important conjuncture afforded his 
ally, whom the invafion of a foreign enemy, concurring with domeftic diifenfions, 
had reduced to the utmoft diftrefs ! 

THE great object of diffenfion among the Bretons was the difpofal of the young 
dutchefs in marriage. The marefchal Rieux feconded the fuit of the Lord Albert, 
who led fome forces to her affiftance. The chancellor Montauban, obferving the 
averfion of the Dutchefs to this fuitor, inlifted, that a petty prince, fuch as Al
bert, was unable to fupport Anne in her prefent extremities; and he recommend
ed fome more powerful alliance, particularly that of Maximilian, King of the 
Romans. This party at lafr prevailed; the marriage with Maximilian was cele- ~..~90• 

· brated by proxy; and the dutchefs thenceforth affumed the title of queen of the 
Romans. But this magnificent · appellation was all !he gained by her marriage. 
Maximilian, deftitute of troops and money, and embarraifed with the continual 
revolts of the Flemings, could give no affiftance to his diftreffed confort : While 
Albert, enraged at the preference given his rival, deferted her caufe, and recei
ved the French into N antz, the m oft important place in the dutchy, both for 
ftrength and riches. 

THE French court began now to change their fcheme with regard to the fub
jeB:ion of Britanny. Charles had formerly been affianced to Margaret daughter 
of Maximilian; who, though too young to confummate her 1narriage, had been 

E 2 fent 
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Chap. IJ. fent to Paris to be educated, and at this time bore the title of queen of France. 
1489. Befides the rich dowry, which ibe brought the King, fhe was, after her brother, 

Philip, then in early youth, heirefs to all the dominions of the houfe of Burgun
dy; and feemed in many refpeets the mofl: proper match, which could be chofen 
for the young monarch. 'fhefe circumfl:ances had fo blinded the councils both 
of Maximilian and B.enry, that they never fufpeCl:ed any other intentions in the 
French court; nor were able to difcover, that engagements, feemingly fo advan
tageous and fo folemnly entered into, could be infringed and fet afide. But 
Charles began to perceive, that the conqueft of Britanny, in oppofition to the 
natives, and to all the great powers in Chrifl:endom, would prove a very difficult 
enterprize; and that even, if he fhould over-run the country, and make himfelf 
tnafl:er of the fort~efies, it would be impoffibfe for him long to retain poffeffion of 
them. The marriage alone of the dutchefs could fully re-annex that fief to the 
crown ; and the prefent and certain enjoyment of fo confiderable a territory feem
ed preferable to the profpeCl: of inheriting the dominions of the houfe of Burgun:. 
dy ; a profpett which became every day more difl:ant and precarious. Above 
all, the marriage of Maximilian and Anne appeared defl:ruCl:ive to the grandeur 
and even fecurity of the French monarchy; while th.at Prince, poifeffing Flan
ders on the one hand, and Britanny on the other, might thus from both quarters 
make inroads into the heart of the country. The only remedy for thefe evils 
was therefore concluded to be the diffolution of the two marriages, which had 
been celebrated, but not confummated; and the efpoufal of the dutchefs of Bri

tanny by the King of France . . 

IT was requifite that this expedient, which had not been forefeen by any court 
of Europe, and which they were, all of them, fo much engaged in point of in
tereil: to oppofe, fhould be kept a profound fecret, and ibould be difcovered to the 
world only by the full execution of it. The meafures of the French miniftry . 
were in the conduCt of this delicate enter prize very wife and political. .. While they 
preffed Britanny with all the rigours of war, they fecretly gained the count of 
Dunois, who poffeffed great authority with the Bretons; and having alfo engaged 
in their interefts the prince of Orange, coufin-german to the dutchefs, they gave 
him his liberty; and fent him into Britanny. 'rhefe perfons, fupported by other 
emiffaries of France, prepared the minds of men for the great revolution projec· 
ted, and difplayed, tho' frill with many prccau~ions, all the advantages of an 
union with the French monarchy. 1'hey reprefented to the barons of Britanny, 
that their country, harraffed during fo many years with perpetual war, had need 
of fome repofe, and of a folid and laO:ing peace with the only power that was for
n1idable to them: That their alliance with M aximilian was not able to afford them 

.even 
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~ven prefent proteCtion ; and by uniting them clofely with a power, which was ~ival Chap. H. 
to the greatnefs of France, fixed them in perpetual enmi~y with that powerful 149°· 
tnonarchy : That their near neighbournooa expofed t~em firfr to the inroads 
ot the enemy; and the happieft event, wh~ch in fuch a fituation could befal them, 
would be to attain to peace, tho' by a final fubjection to France, and by· the lofs 
of that liberty, tranfmitted to them from their ancefi:ors: And that any other ex-
pedient, compatible with the honour of the ftate, ana their duty to their fovereign, 
was preferable to a fcene of fuch diforder and de'laftation. 

THESE fuggefi:ions had influence on the Bretons : But th.e chief difficulty lay 
in furmounting the prejudices of the young dutchefs herfelf. That princefs had 
imbibed a ftrong prejudice againft the French nation, .and particularly againff 
Charles, who had been the author of all the calamities, which, from her earlieft 

· infancy, had befallen her family. She had alfo fixed ner affections on Maximilian; 
and as fhe now deemed him her husband, !he could not, fhe thought, without 
incurring the greatefi: guilt, and violating the moft folemn engagements, contract 
a marriage with another perfon. In order to overcome her obfl:inacy, Charles . 149 I· 
gave the Duke of Orleans his liberty, who, tho' formerly a fuitor of the dutch-
efs, was now contented to ingratiate himfelf with the King, by employing in his 
favour all the interefl: which he fi:ill poffefi~d in Britanny. The marefchal Rieux 
and chancellor Montauban were reconciled by his negotiations ; and thefe rival 
minifters now concurred with the Prince of Orange, and the count of Dunois, in 
prefilng the conclu!ion of a marriage-with Charles. By their fuggefiion, Charleo 
advanced with a powerful army, and invefted Rennes, at that time the refidence 
of the Dutchefs, who, a {failed on all hands, and finding none to fupport her in 
her inflexibility, at laft opened the gates of. the city, and agreed to efpoufe the 
King of France. She was married at Langey in Touraine; conducted to St. Anne~ation 
D . h IL d d h d 1 • p . 'dft of Bntanny ems, w ere 1.ue was crowne ; an t ence ma e 1er entry Into ans, ami to France. 
the joyful acclamations of the people, who regarded this marriage as the moft 
profperous event that could have befallen their monarchy. 

THE triumph and fuccefs of Charles was the m oft fenfible mot tification to the 
King of" the Romans. I~e had lofl a confiderable territory, which he thought 
he had acquired, and an accomplifhed princefs whom he had efpoufed ; he was 
affronted in the perfon of his daughter Margaret, who was fent back to him, 
after fhe had been treated during fome years as ~een of France; he had reafon 
to reproach himfelf with his own fupine ·fecuri"ty, in negleCting the confummation 
of his marriage, which was eafily practicable for I im, and which would have ren-

dered 

• 
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Chap. TT. dered the tye indiffoluble : Thefe confiderations threw him into the moll: violent 

1491. rage, which he vented in very indecent expreffions; and he threatened France 

with an invafion from the united arms of Auftria, Spain, and England. 

THE King of England had alfo juft reafon to reproach himfelf with mifconducr 

in this important tranfaB:ion ; and tho' the affair had terminated in a manner 

which he could not precifely forefee, his negligence, in leaving his moft ufeful al

ly fo long expofed to the invafion of fuperior power, could not but appear on re

flettion the refult of timid caution and narrow politics. As he valued himfelf 

very much on his extenfive forefight and profound judgment, the afcendant ac

quired over him, by' a raw youth, fuch as Charles, could not but give him the 

higheft difpleafure, and prompt him to feek vengeance, after all remedy for his 

mifcarriage was become abfolutely impracticable. But he was farther aCtuated by 

avarice, a motive ftill more predominant with him than either pride or revenge ; 

and he fought, even from his prefent difappointments, the gratification of this ru

ling paffion. On pretence of a French war, he iffued a commiffion for levying 

7th July. a Benevolence on his people*; an arbitrary taxation, which had been aboli!hed 

by a recent law of Richard the third, and which was the more provoking, be

caufe, tho' really raifed by menaces and extortion, it was neverthelefs pretended 

to be given by the voluntary confent of the people. This violence fell chiefly on 

the commercial part of the nation, who were poffeffed of the ready money. 

London alone contributed to the amount of near 1o,ooo pounds. Archbilhop 

Morton, the chancellor, inftrutl:ed the commiffioners to employ a dilemma, in 

which every one might be comprehended: If the perfons applied to lived frugal

ly, they were told, that their parfimony muft neceffarily have enriched them: If 

their method of living was fplendid and hofpitable, they were concluded opulent 

on account of their expences. This device by fome was called Chancellor Mor

ton's fork, and by others his crutch. 

So little apprehenfive was the King of a parliament, on account of his levying 

this arbitrary impofition, that he foon after fummoned that affembly to meet at 

27th OCl:ober. Wefi:minfter ; and he even expetl:ed to enrich himfelf farther by working on their 

paffions and prejudices. He knew the refentment which the Englifh had concei

ved againft France, on account of the conqueft of Britanny; and he took care to 

A parliament. infift on that topic, in the fpeech, which he himfelf pronounced to the parliament. 

He told them, that France, elevated with her late fucceffes, had even proceeded 

to a contempt of England, and had refufed to pay the tribute, which Lewis the 

eleventh had ftipulated to Edward the fourth : That it became fo warlike a 

• Rymer, Vol. XII. p. 446. Bacon fays that the bcnevo!ence was levied with confent of parlia

ment, which is a mifiake. 
nation 
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nation as the Englilh to be rouzed by this indignity, and not to limit their preten- Chap. H. 
lions merely to repreffing the prefent injury: That, for his part, he was determi- 1491. 
ned to lay claim to the crown of France itfelf, and to maintain by force of arms 
fo juft a title tranfmitted to him by his gallant ancefiors: That Crecy, PoicHers, 
and Azincourt were fufficient to inftruct them in their fuperiority over the enemy; 
nor did he defpair of adding new names to the glorious catalogue : That a King 
of France had been prifoner at London, and a King of England had been crown-
ed at Paris; events which lhould animate them to an emulation of like glory 
with that enjoyed by their forefathers: That the domeftic diffenfions of England 
had been the foie caufe of her lofing thefe foreign dominions ; and her prefent 
union and harmony would be the effectual means of recovering them: That 
where fuch lafling honour was in view, and fuch an important acquifition, it be-
came not brave men to repine at the advance of a little treafure: And that, for 
his part, he was determined to make the war maintain itfelf, and hoped, by 
the invafion of fo opulent a kingdom as France, to increafe, rather than dimi-
nifh, the riches of the nation *. 

NoTWITHSTANDING thefe magnificent vaunts of the King, all men of pene- 14-92 •• 
tration concluded, from the perfonal character of the man, and ftill more, from 
the fituation of his affairs, that he had no ferious intention of pulhing the war to 
fuch extremity as he pretended. France was not now in the fame condition as 
when fuch fuccefsful inroads had been made into her by the former Kings of EQg-
land. The great fiefs were united to the crown ; the princes of the blood were 
defirous of peace and tranquillity. ; the kingdom abounded with able captains and · 
veteran foldiers ; and the general afpect of its affairs feemed rather to threaten its 
neighbours, than to promife them any confiderable advantages againft it. The 
levity and vain-glory of Maximilian were fupported by his pompous titles ; but 
were ill feconded by military power, and ftilllefs, by any revenue, proportioned 
to them.. The politic Ferdinand, while he made a 1how of war, was actually 
negotiating for peace ; and rather than expofe himfelf to any hazard, would ac-
cept of very moderate conceffions from France. Even England was not free 
from domeftic difcontents ; and in Scotland, the death of Henry'~ friend and al-
ly, James the third, who had been murdered by his rebellious fubjects, had made 
way for the fucceffion of his fon, James the fourth, who was devoted to the French 
intereft, and would furely be alarmed at any progrefs of the Englifh arms. But 
all thefe obvious confiderations had no influence with the parliament. Inflamed by, 
the ideas of fubduing France, and of inriching themfelves with the fpoils of that 

• Bacon, p. 6o1 . 
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kingdom, they gave into the fnare prepared for them, and voted the fupply which 
the King demanded. Two fifteenths were granted him ; and the better to enable 
his vaffals and nobility to attend him, an a& was paffed, empowering them to fell 
their eftates, without paying any fines for alienation. 

THE nobility were univerfa11y feized with a defire of military glory ; and ha
ving credulouily [wallowed all the boafts of the king, they dreamed of no lefs 
than carrying their triumphant arms to the gates of Paris, and putting the crown 
of France on Henry's head. Many of them borrowed large fums or fold off 
manors, that they might appear in the field with greater fplendour, and lead out 
their followers in more complete order. The King croifed. the feas, and arrived 
at Calais on the fixth of October, with an army of twenty-five thoufand foot and 
fixteen hundred horfe, which he put under the command of the Duke of Bedford 
and the earl of Oxford : But as fome inferred, from his opening the campaign in 
fo late a feafon, that peace would foon ~e concluded between the crowns, he was 
defirous of fuggefiing a contrary inference. " He had come over, he faid, to 
" make an entire conqueft of France, which was not the work of one fummer. 
" It was therefore of no confequence at what feafon he began the invafion ; efpe
" cially as he had Calais ready for winter-quarters." As if he had feriouil y in
tended this ent~rpriie, he infiantly marched with his army into the enemy's coun
try, and laid fiege to Bulloigne: But notwithflanding this appearance of a hoftile 
difpofition, there had been fecret adv::mces made towards a peace above three . 
n1onths before ; and commiffioners had been appointed to treat of the terms. 
The better to reconcile the minds of men to this unexpeBed meafure, the king's 
cupbaffadors arrived in the camp from the Low Countries, and informed him, 
that Maximilian was in no readinefs to join him ; nor was any affiftance to be ho
ped for from that quarter. Soon after, meffengers came from Spain, and brought 
news of a peace concluded between that kingdom anJ Fra11ce, in which Charles 
had made a ceffion of the counties of R?uffillon and Cerdagne to Ferdinand. Tho' 

thefe articles of intelligence were carefully difperfed thro' the army, the King was 
ftill apprehenfive, left a fudden peace, after fuch magnificent promifes and high 
expectations, might expofe him to great reproach. In order the more effeClually 
to· cover the intended meafures, he fecretly engaged the marquifs of Dorfet, to
gether with twenty-three perfons of condition, to pre(ent him a petition for his 
agreeing to a treaty with France. The pretence was fouNded on the late feafon of 
the year, the difficulty of fupplying the army at Calais during winter, the ob
ftacles which arofe in the fiege of Bulloigne, the dtfertion of thofe allies whofe 
affifrance had been moll: relied on: Events which might, all of them, have been 

forefeen before the embarkation of the troops. 
6 IN 
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IN confequence of thefe preparatory fteps, the bifhop of Exeter and the lord C~ar. II . 
Daubeney were fent to confer at EftapJes with the marefchal de Cordes, and to 1492

• 

put the laft hand to the treaty. A few days fufficed for this purpofe : The demands 
of Henry were wholly pecuniary; and the King of France, who deemed the 
peaceable poffeffion of Britanny an equivalent for al!y money, and who was all 
on fire for his projeCted expedition into Italy, readily agreed to the propofals 3d of No-· 

vember. made him. He engaged to pay Henry feven hundred and forty -five thoufand Peace witla 
crowns, about one hundred and eighty-fix thoufand pounds fterling; partly as a France. 

reimburfement of the fums advanced for Brittany, partly as arrears of the penfion 
due to Edward the fourth. And he ftipulated a yearly penfion to Henry and his 
heirs of twenty-five tho1:1fand crowns. Thus the King, as remarked by his 
hiftorian, made profit upon his fubjeets for the war; and upon his enemies for 
the peace*. And the people agreed, that he had fulfilled his promife, when 
he faid to the parliament, that he would make the war maintain itfelf. Maxi-

_, n1ilian was comprehended in Henry's treaty, if he pleafed to accept of it; 
but he difdained to be in any refpeCt beholden to an ally, of whom, he thought, 
he had reafon to complain : He made a feparate peace with France, and 
obtained reftitution of Artois, Franchecomte and Charolois, which had been 
given as the dowry of his daughter, when 1he was affianced to the King of 
France. 

THE peace, concluded between England and France, was the more likely to 
continue, becaufe Charles, full of ambition and youthful hopes, bent all his at
tention to the fide of Italy, and foon after undertook the conqueft of Naples; an 
enterprize, which Henry regarded with the greater indifference, as Naples lay 
remote from him, and France had never, in any age, been fuccefsful on that 
quarter. · The King's authority was fully eftablifhed at home; and every rebellion, 
which had been attempted againft him, had hitherto tended only to confound his 
enemies, and confolidate his power and influence. His reputation for policy and 
conduct was every day augmenting; his treafures had encreafed even from the 
moft unprofperous events ; the hopes of all pretenders to his throne were cut off, 
as well by his marriage, as by the iffue which it had brought him. In this pro
mifing fituation, the King had reafon to flatter himfelf with the profpect of a 
durable peace and tranquillity: Bllt his inveterate and indefatigable enemies, whom ' 
he had wantonly provoked; raifed him up an adverfary, who kept him long in in
quietude, and fometimes even brought him into danger. 

THE dutchefs of Burgundy, full of refentment for the depreffion of her family 
and its partizans, rather irritated than difcouraged by the ill fuccefs of her pall: 

• Bacon, p. 6os. Pol. Virg. p. 5 86. 
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Chap. II. enterprizes, was determined at leaft to dHlurb that government, which fhe found 
1492. it fo difficult to fubvert. By means of her emiffaries, fhe propagated the report, 

that her nephew, Richard P1antagenet, duke of York, had efcaped from the 
Tower when his elder brother was murdered, and that he lay ftill fomewhere 

concealed : and finding this rumour, however improbable, to be greedily received 
by the people, fhe had been looking out for fome young man, proper to perfo-

nate that unfortunate prince. 

Per kin War- THERE was one Oihec or W arbec, a reliegado Jew of Tour nay, who had been 
bee. carried by fome bufinefs to London in the reign of Edward the fourth, and had 

there a fon born to him. Having had opportunities of being known to the King, 
and obtaining his favour, he prevailed with that prince, whofe manners were very 
affable, to ftand godfather to his fon, to whom he gave the name of Peter, cor
rupted after the Flemifh manner _into Peter-kin, or Perkin. It was by fome be
lieved, that Edward, among his other amorous adventures, had had a fecret 

correfpondence with -yv arbec's wife; and from this incident people accounted for 

that refemblance, . which was afterwards remarked between young Perkin and that 

monarch*. Some years after the birth of this child, Warbec returned to Tour
nay ; where Perkin his fon remained not long, but by different accidents was car

ried from place to place, and his birth and fortunes became thereby unknown, and 

difficult to be traced by the n1oft diligent enquiry. The variety of his adventures 

:had happily favoured the natura.l verfatility and fagacity of his genius; and he 
feemed to be a youth perfeCl:ly fitted to act any part, or aifume any character. In 
this light he had been reprefented to the dutchefs of Burgundy, who, ftruck 
with the concurrence of fo many circull)ftances fuited to her purpofe, deured to 

be made acquainted with the man, on whom 1he began already to ground her 
Hisimpofture. hopes of fuccefs. She found him to exceed her n1oft fanguine expectations; fo 

beautiful did he appear in his perfon, fo graceful in his air, fo courtly in his ad
drefs, fo full of docility and good fenfe in his behaviour and converfation. The 
leffons, which were neceffary to be taught him, in order to his perfonating the 

duke of York, were foon learned by a youth of fuch quick apprehenfion; but as 
the feafon feemed not then favourable for his enterprize, Margaret, in order the 
better to conceal him, fent him, under the care of Lady Brampton, into Portugal, 

where ~e remained a year, unknown ro all the world. 

'THE war, which was then ready to break out between France and England, 

feemed to afford a proper opportunity for the difcove~y of this new phrenomenon;. 
and Ireland, which ftill retained its attachments to the houfe of York, was pitched 
on as the proper place for his firft appearance t. He landed at Corke ; and im-

• Bacon, p. 6o6. t Polyd. Virg. p. 589. 
mediately 
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n1~diately aff'uming the name of Richard Plantagenet, drew to him partizans Chap. IJ, 
among that ignorant and credulous people. He wrote letters to the earls of Def· 1492 • 

mond and Kildare, inviting them to join his party : He rlifperfed every where 
the ftrange intelligence of his efcape from his uncle ~ichard's cruelty ; and men~ 
fond of every thing new and wonderfu], began to make him the general fubject 
of their difcourfe, and even the objeCt of their favour. 

> • 

Tn E news foon reached France; and Charles, prompted by the private felici-
tations of the dutchefs of Burgundy, and the intrigues of one Frion, a fecretary 
of Henry, who had deferted his fervice, fent Per kin an invitation to repair to him 
at Paris. He received him with all the marks of regard due to the duke of York; 
fettled on him a handfome penfion, affigned him magnificent lodgings, and in or
der to provide at once for his dignity and fecurity, gave him a guard for his per
fon, of which lord Congrefall accepted the office of captain. The French courtiers 
readily embraced a fiCtion, which their fovereign thought it his intereft to adopt : 
Perkin, both by his deportment and perfon, fupported the prepoffeffion, which was 
fpread abroad, of his royal pedigree: And the whole kingdom was full of the 
accomplifhments, as well as fingular adventures and misfortunes, of the young 
Plantagenet. Wonders of this nature are commonly augmented at a di!l:ance. 
From France, the admiration and credulity diffufed t~emfelves into England: Sir 
George Neville, Sir John Taylor, and above a hundred gentlemen more came to 
Paris, in order to offer their fervice to the fuppofed duke of York, and to fhare his 
fortunes : And the impoftor had now the appearance of a court attending him, and 
began to entertain hopes of final fuccefs in his undertakings. 

WHEN peace was concluded between France and England at Eftaples, Henry 
applied to have Perkin put into his hands ; but Charles, refolute not to betray a 
young man, of whatever birth, whom he had invited into his kingdom, would 
agree only to difmifs him. The pretended Plantagenet retired to the dutchefs of 
Burgundy in Flanders, and craving her proteCtion and affiftance, ofFered to lay 
before her all the proofs of that birth, to which he laid claim. The princeis H . d e 1s avowe 
affected ignorance of his pretenfions ; even put on the appearance of diftruft; and by the dutch-

having, as fhe faid, been already deceived by Simnel's claim, lhe was determined efs 1 Bur· 
never again to be feduced by any impoftor. She defired before all the world to gun y, 

be inftrueted in his reafons for affuming the name which he bore ; feemed to exa-
mine every circumftance with the moft fcrupulous nicety ; put many particular 
queftions to him ; affeCted aftonifhment at his anfwers; and at laft, after long 
and fevere fcrutiny, burft out into joy and admiration at his wonderful delivery, 
embraced him as her nephew, the true image of Ed ward, the foie heir of the 
Plantagenets, and the legitimate fucceifor of the Englilh throne. She imme-

F 2 diately 
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Chap. n. diately affigned him an equipage, fuited to his pretended birth; appointed him a 
t493· guard of thirty halberdiers; engaged every one to pay court to him; and on all 

occafi.ons honoured him with the appel1ation of the White Rofe of England. The 
Flemings, moved by the authority, which Margaret, both from her rank and 
perfonal character, enjoyed among them, readily adopted the fiction of Perkin's 
royal defcent: No furmize of his rrue birth was as yet heard of: Little contra
diction was made to the prevailing opinion : And the Englifh, from their great 
communication with the natives of the Low Countries, were every day more and 

more prepoifeffed in favour of the impoftor. 
IT was not the populace alone of England, that gave credit to Per kin's preten

fions. Men of the higheft birth and quality, difgufted with Henry's government, 
by which they found the nobility depreffed, began to turn their eyes towards this 
new claimant, and fome of them even entered into a correfpondence with him. 

and by many Lord Fitzwater, Sir Simon Mountfort, Sir Thomas Thwaites betrayed their in
oft~~ Englifh clination towards him: Sir William Stanley himfelf, lord chamberlain, who had 
nobility. been fo active in railing Henry to the throne, moved either by blind credulity or 

a reftlefs ambition, entertained the projeCt of a revolt in favour of his enemy *. 
Sir Robert Clifford and William Barley were ftill more open in their meafures : 
They went over to Flanders, offered their fervice to Perkin, and were introduced 
by the dutchefs of Burgundy to his acquaintance. Clifford wrote back to Eng
land, that he knew perfeCtly the perfon of Richard duke of York, that this young 
n1an was undoubtedly that prince himfelf, and that no circumftance of his ftory 
was expofed to the leaft difficulty. Such pofi.tive intelligence, conveyed by a per
fan of fuch high rank and character, was fufficient with many to put the matter 
beyond a 1 queftion, and excited the wonder and attention even of the moft indif
ferent. The whole nation was held in fufpence ; a regular confpiracy was formed 
againft the King's authority; and a correfpondence fettled between the malecon

tents in Flanders and thofe in England. 
THE King was well informed of all thefe particulars; but agreeable to his cha

racter, which was both cautious and refolute, he proceeded very deliberately, but 
fteadil y, in counter- working the projects of his enemies. His firft object was to 
afcertain the death of the real duke of York, and to confirm the opinion, which 
had always prevail~d with regard to that event. Five perfons had been em
ployed by Richard in the murder of his nephews; Sir James ~rirrel, to whom he 
had committed the government of the Tower for that purpofe, and who had feen 
the dead princes; Forreft, Dighton and Slater who perpetrated the action ; 
and the prieft who buried the bod.es. Tirrel and Dighton alone were alive, and 
they agreed in the fame ftory; but as the prieft was dead, and as the bodies had 

~ Bacon, p. 6c8. 
6 been 
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been removed by Richard's orders from the place where they were firfl: interred, 
and could not now be found, it was not in Henry's power to put the faCt, fo 
much as he wi!hed, beyond all doubt and controverfy. 

HE met at firft with more difficulty, but was in the end more fuccefsfu], in 
detecting who this wonderful perfon was that thus boldly advanced pretenfions to 
his crown. I-Ie difperfed his fpies all over Flanders and England; he engaged 
many to pretend, that they had embraced Perkin's party ; he directed them to in
finuate themfelves into the confidence· of his friends ; in proportion as they con
veyed intelligence of any confpirator, he bribed his retainers, his domeftic fervants-, 
nay fometitne!S his confeifor, and by thefe .means traced up fome other confederate; 
Clifford himfelf he engaged by hopes of reward and pardon, to betray the 
fecrets committ.ed to him ; the more truft he gave any of his fpies, the higher 
refentment did he feign againft them; fome of them he even caufed to be ex
communicated and publicly anathematized, in order the better to procure them 
the confidence of his enemies: And in the iffue, the whole plan of the confpiracy 
was laid clearly before him ; and the pedigree, adventures, life and converfation 
of the pretended duke of York. This latttr part of the ftory was immediately 
publiibed for the fatisfaftion of the nation : The confpirators he referved for a 
flower and more fecure vengeance. 

MEANWHILE, he remonftrated with the archduke Philip, on account of the 
countenance and protection, which was afforded in hts dominions to fo infamous 
an impofture; contrary to treaties fubfifting between the fovereigns, and to the 
mutual amity, which had fo long been maintained by the fubjeEts of both ftates. 
Margaret had intereft enough to get his applications rejected ; on pretence that 
Philip had no authority ovtr the demefnes of the dutchefs dowager. And the 
King, in refentment of this injury, cut off all commerce with the Low Countries, 
banifhed the Flemings from England, and recalled his own fubjects from thefe 
provinces. Philip retaliated by like ediCts ; but Henry knew, that fo mutinous a 
people as the Flemings woLlld not long bear, in compliance with the humours of 
their pt inct~, to be deprived of fo beneficial a branc4 of c.ommerce as that which 
they carried on with England. 

l-1 E had it in his power to infliCt more effectual punifhment on ·his domeftic 
enemies ; and when his projects were fufficiently matured, he failed not to make 
them fed the effects f his refentment. Almoft in the fame inftant, he arrefted 
Fitzwater, Mountfort, and Thwaites, together with vVilliam Daubeney, Robert 
Ratcliff, ~I homas Crdfenor, and Thomas Aftwood. All .thefe were arraigned, 
lOnvicted, and cond~mned for high treafon, in adhering and promifing aid tO Per-

kin. 

Chap. TT. 
1493· 
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Chap. H. kin. Mountfort, Ratcliff, and Daubeney were immediately executed : Fitzwater 
•4-94• was fent over to Calais, and rttained in cuftody ; but having praB:ifed on his 

keeper for an efcape, he foon afer underwent the fame fate. The reft were par

doned, together with William Vorfeley, dean of St. Paul's, and fome others, who 

had been accufed and examined, but not brought to public trial ~. 
GREATER and more folemnpreparations were deemed requifite for the trial 

of Stanley, lord chamberlain, w hofe authority in the nation, whofc domef
tic connexions with the King, as well as his former great fervices, feemed to 

fecure him againft any accufati01 or punifhment. Clifford was directed to conJe 
over privately to England, and o throw himfelf at the King's feet, while placed 

at the council table ; craving p.rdon for his paft offences, and offering to atone 
for them by any fervices, whim fhould be required of him. Henry told him, 
that the beft proof he could give of penitence, and the only fervice he could now 

render him, was the full confeffon of his guilt, and the difcovery of all his ac
complices, however diftinguilhd by rank or character. Encouraged by this ex-

. hortation, Clifford accufed Stmley then prefent, as his chief abettor ; and 
offered to lay before the counal the whole proof of his guilt. Stanley himfelf 

could not difcover more furpriz~ than was affeCted by Henry on this occafion. He 

received the intelligence as abfoutely falfe and incredible ; that a man, to whom 
he was, in a great meafure, beholden for his crown, and even for his life; a 
man, to whom, by every honmr and favour, he had endeavoured to exprefs his 

gratitude; whofe brother, the ~arl of Derby, was the King's father-in-law ; to 
whom he had even committed he truft of his perfon, by creating him lord cham
berlain : That this man, enjoyi1g his full confidence and affeCtion, not aCtuated 
by any n1otive of difcontent )r apprehenfion, fhoL1ld engage in a confpiracy 

againft h~m. Clifford was the:efore exhorted to weigh well the confequences of 
this accufation; but as he perfited in the fame pofitive affeverations, St~nley was 
committed to cuftody, and was oon after examined before the council t. He de
nied not the guilt imputed to hm by Clifford; he did not even endeavour much 

to extenuate it; whether he th<l.lght that a frank and open confeffion would ferve 

for an atonement, or trufted t> his prefent connexions, and his former fervices, 

Trial and ex• for pardon and fecurity. But Jrinces are often apt to regard great fervices as a 
ecution of ground of jealoufy, efpecially if lcrompanied with a craving and reftlefs difpofition, 
Stanley. in the perfon who has performd them. The general difcontent alfo, and mutinous 

humour of the people, feemedto require fome great example of feverity. And 

as Stanley was one of the mofiopulent fubjetl:s in the kingdom, being poffeifed 

• Polydore Virgil, p. 592. t Bacon, p. 61 r. Polyd. Virg. p. 593· 
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of above three thoufand pounds a year in land, ar~d forty thoufand marks in plate Chap. II. 
and money, befides other property of great ,.alue, the profpeCl: of fo rich a 1495· 
forfeiture was deemed no fmall motive in Henry for proceeding to extremity zsth of Fe
again11: him. After fix weeks delay, which was interpofed in order to £hew that bruary. . 
the King was reftrained by doubts and fcru pl~; he was brought to his trial, 
condemned, and prefently after beheaded. Hiftorians are not well agreed 
with regard to the crime which was proved againft him. The general report 
is, that he ihould have faid in confidence to C.ifford, that, if he was fure the 
young tnan, who appeared in Flanders, was r~ally fon to King Edward, he 
never would bear arms againft him. This fen1iment might difguft Henry as 
implying a preference of the houfe of York tt> that of Lancafter, but could 
fcarcely be the ground, even in thofe arbitrary- times, of a fentence of high 
treafon againft Stanley. It is more probable, therefore, as is afferted by fo1ne 
hiftorians, that he had exprefsly engaged to affix Perkin, and had aCtually fent 
him fome fupply of money. 

THE fate of Stanley made great impreffion on the whole kingdom, and ftruck 
all Perkin's retainers with the deepeft difmay. From Clifford's defertion, they· 
found that all their fecrets were difcovered; ard as it appeared, that Stanley, 
while he feemed to live in the greate11: confidence with the King, had been 
continually furrounded by fpies, who reported a1d regiftered every action which 
he committed, nay, every word which fell from him, a general diftruft took 
place, and all mutual confidence was deftroyed, even among the moft intimate· 
friends and acquaintance. The jealous and feve~e temper of the King, together 
with his great reputation for fagacity and peretration, kept men in awe, and1 
quelled not only the movements of fedition, bJt the very murmurs of faction •. 
Libels, however, crept out againft Henry's p~rfon and adminiftration ; and 
being greedily propagated, by every fecret art, fhowed that there ftill remained~ 
among the people a confiderable root of difcontmt, which wanted only a proper 
opportunity to difcover itfdf. 

BuT Henry continued more intent on increafing the terrors of his people,. 
than on gaining their affections. Trufting to t1e great fuccefs which attended 
him in all his enterprizes, he gave every day, more and more, a loofe to his ra
pacious temper, and employed the arts of perverted law and juftice,. in order tO· 
exact: fines and compofitions from hb people. Sir William CapeJ, alderman of· 
London, was condemned on fome penal ftatutes to pay the fum of 2743 pounds,, 
and was obliged to compound for fixteen hund~ed and fifce~n. This was the· 
firft noted cafe of that nature;. but it became a precedent, which prepared the 

5 
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Chap. rr. way for many others. The management, indeed, of thefe oppreffive arts was the 
'49)• great fecret of the King's adminifl:ration. While he depreffed the nobility, he ex

alted, and honoured and careffed the lawyers; and by that means both beftowed 
authority on the laws, and was enabled, whenever he pleafed, to pervert them to 
his own advantage. His government was oppreffive; but it was fo much the lefs 

burthenfome, a~, by extending his own authority, and curbing the nobles, he be

came in reality the fole oppreffor in his kingdom. 

As Perkin found, that the King's authority gained ground daily among the 
people, and that his own pretenfions were becoming obfolete, he refolved to attempt 

fomething, which might revive tbe hopes and expeCtations of his partizans. Hav

ing gathered together a band of outlaws, pirates, robbers, and neceilitous perfons of 
all nations, to the number of 6oo men, he put to fea with a refolution of making a 

defcent in England ; and of exciting the common people to arms, fince all his cor
refpondence with the nobility was cut off by Henry's vigilance and feverity. In
forn1ation being brought him, that the King had made a progrefs to the north, he 
caft anchor on the coaft of Kent, and fent fome of his retainers a!hore, who in
vited the country to join him. The gentlemen of Kent gathered together fome 

troops· to oppofe him ; but they propofed to do tnore effential fervice than by re-

pelling the invaflon : They carried the femblance of friend!hip to Perkin, and in

vited him to come himfelf afhore, in order to take the command over them. But 
the wary youth, obferving that they had more order and regularity in th'eir move
n1ents than could be fuppofed in new levied forces, who had taken arms againft 
eftablifhed authority, refufed to commit himfelf into their hands ; and the Ken
ti!h troops defpairing of fuccefs in their ftratagem, fet upon fuch of his retainers, 
as were already landed; and befides fome who were Gain and fome who efcaped, 

they todk an hundred and fifty prifoners. Thefe were tried and condemned ; and 
all of them executed, by order from the King, who was refolved to ufe no mixture 

of lenity towards men of fuch defperate fortunes*. 

AParliament. THI~ year a parliament was fummoned in England, and another in Ireland ; 
and fome remarkable laws were paffed in both countries. The Englifh Parlia
ment enacted, that no perfon who fhould by arms or otherwife affift the King for 
the time being fuould ever afterwards, either by courfe of law or aB: of Parlia

nlent, be attainted for fuch an inftance of obedience. This ftatute might be ex
pofed to fome blame, as favourable to ufurpers; were there any precife rules, 
which always, even during the moft factious times, could determine the true fuc .. 
ceffor, and render every one inexcufable, who did not fubmit to him. But as 
the titles of princes are then the great fubject of difpute, and each party pleads 

• Polydore VirgiJ, P· 595· 
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topics in their own favour, it feems but _quitable to fecure tho(e who atl: in fup· 
port of public tranquillity, an object at all times of undoubted benefit and impor
tance. Henry, confcious of his difputed title, promoted this Jaw in order to fe
cure his parti~ans againft all events; but as he had himfelf obferved a different 
practice with regard to Richard's adherents, he had reafon to apprehend, that» 
during the violence which ufually enfues on public convulfions, his example, ra
ther than his law, would, in cafe of a new revolution, be followed by his ene
mies. And the attempt to bind the legiOature itfelf, by prefcribing rules to fu ... 
ture parliaments, was plainly contradictory to the fundamental principles of po~ 
Iitical government. 

Ta1s Parliament alfo paffed an act, impowering the King to levy by courfe of 
law, all the fums which any perfon had agreed to pay by way of benevolence: 
A ftatute, by which that arbitrary method of taxation was indirectly authorized 
and juftified. 

THE King's authority appeared equally prevalent and uncontroulable in Ire-' 
land. Sir Edward Poynings had been fent over with fome troops into that coun
try, with an intention of quelling the partizans of the houfe of York, and of re
ducing the natives tQ fubjettion. He was not fupported with force~ fufficient for 
that important enterprize: The Irilh, by flying into their woods, and moralfes, 
and mountains, in fome meafure, eluded his efforts : But Poynings fummoned a 
parliament at Dublin, where he was more fuccefsful. He palfed that memorable 
ftatute, which frill bears his name, and which eftablifhes the authority of the Eng
lilh government in Ireland. By this ftatute, a1l the former laws of England were 
made to be of force in Ireland; and no bill can be introduced into the 1rifh par
liament, unlefi it previoufly receive the fantl:ion of the council of England. 
This latter law feems calculated for enfuring the dominion of the Englifh over 
Ireland ; but was really granted at the defire of the Irilh commons, who propo· 
fed, by that means, to fecure themfelves from the tyranny of their lords, particu .. 
larly of fuch lieutenants as were of Irifh birth *· 

WHILE Henry's authority was thus eftablilhed throughout his dominions, and 
general tranqui1lity prevailed, the whole continent was thrown into combuftion 
by the French invafion of Italy, and by the rapid fuccefs which attended Charles 
in that ralh and ill-concerted enterprize. The Italians, who had entirely loft the 
ufe of arms, and who, in the midfr of continual wars, had become every day 
more unwarlike, were aftonilhed to meet with an enemy, that made the field of 
battle, not a pompous tournament, but a fcene of blood, and _fought at the 

• Sir John Davis, p. 235. 
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HISTORY or ENGLAND. 

hazard of their own lives, the death of their enemy. Their effeminate troops 

were diffipated every where on the approach of the French arny: Their beft for-

tified cities opened their gates: Kingdoms and ftates were in m inftant overturn

ed : And thro' ' the whole length of Italy, which the French penetrated without:

refiftance, they feemed rather to be taking quarters in their own country, than~ 

making. conquefi:s over. an enemy. The maxims, which the ~talians,. during that: 

age, followed in negotiations, were as ill calculated to fupport their ftates, as the 

habits to which they were addiCl:ed in war. A treacherous, ceceitful, and incon

ftant fy.ftem of politics prevailed; and even thofe fmall renains of fidelity and( 

honour, which were preferved in the councils of the other, Eu~opean princes, were 

ridiculed in Italy, as proofs of ignorance and rufticity. Lud•>vico, duke of Mi

lan, who invited the French to invade· Naples, had never defired nor expeCted1 

their fuccefs ; and was the firft alarmed at the profper-ous iff~e of thofe· projects, . 

which he himfelf had concerted. By his intrigues. a l.eagu~ w.as formed among; 

feveral potentates to oppofe the progrefs of Charle&~s conqu!fts, and ·fecure their: 

own independency. This league-was. compofed of· Ludovico himfelf, the pope, .. 

Maximilian King of the Romans,. Ferdinand of Spain, , and the republic of Ve-

.nice. Henry too, entered into the confederacy; . but was not put to any e~enc .. 

or trouble in confequence of his engagements. The King of France, terrified 

b~ fo powerful a combination, retired from Naples with the greateft part of hi~ 

army, and returned to France. The forces,. which he left in his new conquefts,~ 

partly by the revolt of the inhabitants, partly by the invafon of the Spaniards, 

were foon after fubdued;. and the whole kingdom of Naple; fuddenly returned to. 

its allegiance under Ferdinand; fon to Alphonfo, who had ~een fuddenly expelled 

by the irruption of the · French. Ferdinand died foon after ; and left his uncle, 

Frederic,, in peaceable potfeffion of the throne. 
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C H · A P. lit. · 

Perkin returns to Scotland.-InfurreCiion in the Wefl.---Battle of Black• 
heath.-~rtce with Scotland.-Perkin taken prifoner.-Perkin 
executed.-'!'he earl of W arwic executed.-Marriage of prince Ar
thur with Catherine of Arragon.-Hi.s death.-Marriage of th~ 
princefs Mar[aret with the King of Scotland.-Opprejfions of the 
People.-A Parliament.-Arrival if the King ofCajlile.-In
trigues of the ~arl of Sujfolk . ...:..-Sicknefs of the King-his death
mzd char at/er ,.-His laws. 

A
FTER Perkin was repulfed from the coaft of Kent, he retired into Flan- Cha~ Iif.. 

ders; butas he found it impoffible to find fubfiftence for himfelf and his 1495• 

followers, while le remained in tra~quillity, he foon after made an attempt upon 
Ireland, which ha.i always appeared forward to join every invader of Henry's au
thority. But Po)nings had now put the affairs of that illand in fo good a pofture, 
that Perkin met vith little fuccefs ; and being tired of the favage life, which he 
was obliged to le,d, while fkulking among the wild IrHh, he bent his courfe to-
wards Scotland, md prefented himfelf to J ames the fourth, who then governed 
that kingdom. ne had been previoufiy recommended to that prince by the King 
of France, who vas difgufted at Henry for entering into the league againft him ; 
and this recommendation was even feconded by Maximilian, who, tho' one of the 
confederates~ ftoctd on ill terms with the King, on account of his prohibition of 
commerce with ne Low Countries. The countenance given to Perkin by thefe 
princes, procured him a favourable reception with the King of Scotland, who af- Perkin retires 

fi d h 
· h h h h 1t. Id h . h' fc If . to Scotland. ure .tm, t at v atever e were, e never mou repent t e puttmg tm e In-

to his hands •. The infinuating addrefs and plaufible behaviour of the youth 
himfelf feem eve1 to have gained him credit and authority. James, whom years 
had not yet taught diftruft and caution, was feduced to believe the fiory of Per-
kin's birth and 1dventures; and he carried his confidence fo far as to give him 
in marriage the hdy Catherine Gordon, daughter of the Earl of H untley, and 
a near kinfwomm of his own; a young lady too, eminent for virtue as well 

as beauty. 
1 iacon, p. 615. Pol. Virg. p. 596, 597• 
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Chap. nr. THERE fubfifted at that time a great jealoufy between the courts of England 
1496. and Scotland ; and J ames was probably the more forward on that account to 

-adopt any fiction, which, he thought, might reduce his enemy to diftrefs or diffi
culty. He fuddenly refolved to make an inroad into England, attended with 
fome of the borderers; and he carried Per kin along with him, in hopes, that the 
appearance of the pretended prince might raife an infurrection in the northern 
counties. Perkin himfelf difperfed a manifefto, in which he fet forth his owa 
fiory, and craved the affiftance of all his fubjects in expelling the ufurper, whofe 
tyranny and mal-adminiftration, whofe depreffion of the nobility by ·the eleva
tion of mean perfons, whofe opprefiion of the people by multiplied impofitions 
and vexations, had juftly, he faid, rendered him odioas to all men. But Per-
·kin's preten'fions, attended by repeated difappointments, were now become ftale 
·in the eyes even of the populace; and the hoftile difpofitions, which fubfifted 
between the kingdoms, rendered a prince, fupported by the Scots, but an unwel
come prefent to the Englifh nation. The ravages alfo, cotnmitted by the borde
rers, ·accuftomed to licence and diforder, it.ruck a terror into all men ; and made 
'the people prepare rather for repelling the invaders than .for joining them. Per
kin, that he might fupport his pretenfi.ons to royal birth, feigned great compaffion 
for the mifery of his plundered fubjeB:s; and publicly remonftrated with his aJly 
-againft the depredations exercifed by -the Scots army*. But James told him, that 
he doubted his concern was employed only in behalf of his enemy, and that he 
was anxious to preferve what never fhould belong to him. That prince now be-

. ·gan to perceive, that his attempt would ,be fruitlefs; and hearing of an army., 
which was on its march to attack hirn, he thought proper to retreat .into his own 

·country. 

THE King dlfcovered little anxiety to procure eitber reparation or vengeance for 
this infult committed on him by "the Scots nation: His chief concern was to draw 
.advantage from it, by the pretence which it would afford him to levy impofitions 
on his own fubjeCl:s. He fummoned a Parliament, to whom he made bitter com
plaints againft the irruption of the Scots, the abfurd -impofture which was coun- · 
ttenanced by that nation, the cruel devaftation which they had fpread in the north
ern counties, and the multiplied infults which had thus been offered both to the 
King and kingdom of England. The Parliament made the expected return to this 
-difcourfe of the King, by granting him a fubfidy to the amount of 1 20,ooo pounds, 
itQgethcr with two fif~eentlrs. After making this grant, they were difmilfed. 

~ •Polydore 'Vi~:gil, .p. 598. 
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THE vote of parliament for impofing the tax was without much difficulty pro- Chap. III. 

'CUred by the authority of Henry; but he found it not fo eafy to levy the money upon 1 497~ 
his fubjeccs. The people, who were acquainted with the immenfe treafures amaf-
fed by the King, could ill brook the new impofitions raifed on ever y Htght occafion; 
.and it is probable, that the flaw, which was univerfally knowH to lie in his title, 
n1ade his reign the more fubjeCl: to infurreCl:ions ·and rebellions. When the fub -fnfurreClion 
.fidy began to be levied in Cornwal, the inhabitants, numerous and poor, robuft in th.e We!. 
and courageous, murmured againft a tax, occafioned by a fudden inroad of the 
.Scots, from which they efteemed themfelves entirely .fecure, and which had 
ufually been repelled by the force of the northern counties. Their ill humour 
was farther incited by one Michael Jofeph, a farrier of Bodmin, a notable, talking 
fellow, who, by thrufting himfelf forward on every occafion, and being loudeft 
in every complaint againtl: the government, had acquired an authority among 
thefe rude people. Thomas Flammoc too, a lawyer, who had become ·the ora-
cle of the neighbourhood, encouraged the fedition, by ·informing them, ·that the 
tax, tho' impofed by Parliament, was entirely illegal ; that ·the northern nobility, 
were obliged, by their tenures, to defend the nation againft the Scots ; and that if 
·thefe new impofitions were tamely fubmitted to, the avarice of Henry and of hls 
tC0Urtiers would foon render the burthern intolerable .to the nation. A petition, 
he faid, muft be delivered ·to the King, feconded by fuch force as would give it 

.authority ; and in order to procure the concurrence of the reft of the kingdom, 
·care n1uft be taken, by their orderly deportme.nr, to !hew that they had nothing 
·in view but the public good, and the redref:; of all thofe grievances, under .which 
the people had fo long laboured. 

ENcouRAGED by thefe fpeeches, the multitude flocked together, and armed 
then1felves with axes, bills, bows, and fuch weapons as country people are ufually 
;poffelfed of. Flammoc and J ofeph were chofen ·their leaders. They foon conducted 
the Corniili through the county of Devon, and reached that of Somerfet. At Taun
ton the rebels killed in their fury an officious and eager commiffioner of the fubfidy:. 
whom they called the provoft of Perin. When they reached Wells, they were joined 
·by lord Audley, a nobleman of an antient family, popular in his deportment, but vain, 
.ambitious, and reftlefs in his temper. He had from the beginning entertained a fecret 
,,correfpondence with the firft movers of the infurreCl:ion ; and was now joyfully re
ceived by them a~ their leader. Proud of the countenance given them by fo con
'fiderable a nobleman, they pu!hed on their march; breathing deftru&ion to ti1e 
King's minifters and favourites, particularly 'Morton, now a cardinal, . and Sir 

··Reginald Bray, who were deemed his moft active.inftr.uments in all his opprelflons. 
4\.midft tneir :rage againft the adminiftration, . th~y careful!y followed the di-

ll .teCtionJ 
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reCl:ions given them by their leaders ; and as they met with no refiftance, they 

committed, during their march, · no violence or diford6r. 

THE rebels ·had been told by Flammoc, -that the inhabitants of Kent, as 

: they had ever, during all ages, remained unfubdued, and had even n1aintained 

· their independancy during the Norman conqueft, would furely embrace their 

,party, and declare themfelves for a caufe, which was no other than that of public 

; good and general liberty. But -the Kentifh people had very lately difl:inguifhed 

themfelves by repelling Perkin's ·invafion ; and having received from the King 

·many gracious ·acknowledgements for this .fervice, their affections were, by that 

·means, · much ·. conciliated to ~ his government. It was eafy therefore, for the earl 

~ of Kent, lord ·Abergavenny, and lord Cobham, who poffeffed great authority in 

· thofe parts, ·· to retain the people in obedience; and the Corni!h rebels, though 

.. they pitched. their camp near Eltham, at the very gates of London, and invited 

. all the.people·to join them, got reinforcement from no quarter. There wanted 

:not difcontents every where, but no one would take part in fo rafh and ill-concerted 

<an · enterprize; and the .fituation in which the King's affairs then ftood, difcou-

1raged-even the bold eft and mofl: daring. 

!HENRY, in order to oppofe the Scots, had already levied an army, which 

he put under the command of Lord Daubeney, the chamberlain ; and fo foon as 

· he heard of the Cornifh infurrection, he ordered it to march fouthwards, and fup

prefs the rebels. Not to leave the northern frontier defence!efs, .he difpatched 

thither the earl of Surry, who fummoned out the forces on the borders, and 

made head again fr. the enemy. Henry found here the concurrence of the three 

moft fatal incidents, which can befal a monarchy ; a foreign enemy., a domeftic 

rebellion, and a pretender to his throne ; but he enjoyed great refources in his 

ar.my and treafure, and frill more, in the intrepidity and courage of his own 

temper. He gave not, however, immediately full fcope to his military fpirit. 

On other occafions, he had always haftened to a decifion, and it was an ufuai 

faying with him, that he dejired but to fee his rebels: But as the Cornilh infurgents 

behaved in an inoffenfive manner, and committed no fpoil on the country ; as 

they received no acceffion of force on their march or in their incampment; and ·as 

fuch hafty and popular tumults fi!ight be expetl::ed to diminifh every mon1ent by 

delay; he took poft in London, and carefully prepared the means of enfuring the 

·victory. 

AFTER all his forces wer.e collected, he divided them into three bodies, and 

marched out ·to affail the enemy. The firft body, commanded by the earl of 

.Oxford, :and under him by the earls of Effex and Suffolk, were appointed to 

;place ~themfelves behind .the hill on which the .rebels were encamped : The fecond 
and 
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and moff confiderable Henry put under the command of Lord Daubeney, and Chap. nr. 
ordered him to attack the enemy in front, and bring on the action. The· third, •497• • 

he kept as a body of referve about his own perfon, and took poft in. St. George's · 
:ijeld; where he fecured the city, . and could eafiJy, as occafion ferved, either re .. 
ftore the fight or finifh the victory. To put the enemy off their guard; zzd of June. . 

he had fpread a report that he was not to attack them till fome days after; and the · 
better to confirm them in this opinion, , he began not the action till near the even• 
ing. Daubeney beat-a detachment of the rebels from Deptford-bridge; . and be- · 
fore the main body could be in order to receive him, , he had gained the afcent of 
the hill, and placed himfelf in array before them. They- were· vtry for ... -
midable for their numbers, being fixteen thoufand il:rong, and were not defective 
in valour; but being tumultuary troops, ill armed, and unprovided of cavalry 
o~ ·artillery, they were but an unequal match for the King's forces. Daubeney be- · 
gan the attack with courage, and even with a contempt of the enemy, which had · 
almoft proved fatal to him. He rufhed into the midft of them, and was taken 
prifoner; . but foon after was relieved by his own troops. After .fome refiftance, the : · 
rebels were broke, and put to flight.*. Lord Audley, Flammoc, and Jofeph, .. 
their leaders, were taken, and aH three executed. The latter feemed even to exult :: 
in his end, and boafted, with a prepofterous ambition, that he fhould make a fi- 
gure in hiftory •. The rebels, being furrounded ·on every· fide by the King's troops, • 
were alrnoft all made prifoners ; and immediately difmiffed without farther punifh
n1ent : Whether, that Henry was fatisfied with the viCtims who had fallen in the 
field, anCl who amounted to near two thoufand, or that he pitied the ignorance 
and fimplicity of the multitude,:. or favoured them on account of their inoffenfive . 
behaviour, or was pleafed that : they had never, during their infurreB:ion, difpu- 
ted his title, and had fhewn no attachment to the houfe of YorK, the moft capi
tal crime of which .in his eyes they could have been guilty; 

THE Scottifh King was not idle during thefe corn motions in England. He 1e- -
vied a confiderable army, and fat down before ·the caftle of Nor ham· in North-.
umber land ; but found that place, by the precaution of Fox, bifhop of Durham, ,. 
fo well provided both in meR and ammunition, tnat· he. made little .or no progrefs . 
in the fiege. Hearing that the Earl of Surrey had collected fome forces, and , was · 
advancing upon him, he retreated backwards · into his own country,' and left ·i:he .. 
frontiers expofed to the inroads of the Engli (h general, who befieged and took -
Aiton, a fmall caftle lying a few miles beyond Berwic. Thefe unfuccefsful or fri· ~ 

volous attempts on both fides prognofticated a fpeedy end to the war; and Henry, . 
notwithftanding_ his fuperior force, was. no lefs defirous than J ames of terminating __ ~ 

~ Polydore Virgil, p. 6o1 . 
th t-1': 
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-chap. liT. the differences between the nations. Not to depart, however, from ·his dignity,. 
1497• by making the firft advances towards peace, he employed in this friendly office 

Peter Hialas, a 1nan of addrefs and learning, who had come to him as ambaffadot" 
from Ferdinand and !fabella, and who was charged with a commiffion of nego
tiating the marriage of the infanta Catherine, their daughter, with Arthur prince 
of Wales*. 

HI ALAS took a journey northwards, and offered his mediation between J ames 
and Henry, as minifter of a prince, who was in alliance with both potentates. 
Commiffioners were foon appointed to meet, and confer on the terms of accom
modation. The firft demand of the Engliih was, that Perkin fhouJd be put into 
their hands ; but J ames replied, that he himfelf was no judge of Per kin's pre
tenfions, but having received him as a fupplicant, and promifed him protection, 
he was determined not to betray a man, whatever he was, who had trufted to his 
good faith and his generofity. The next demand of the Engliih met with no bet
ter reception: They required reparation ~or the ravages committed by the late 
inroads into England : The Scots con1miffioners replied, that the fpoils were 
like water fpilt upon the ground, which never could be recovered, and that 
Henry's fubjetts were better able to bear the lofs than their mafter's to repair it. 
Henry's commiffioners next propofed, that the two Kings fhould have an inter
view at Newcaftle, in order to adjuft all differences; but J ames faid, that he 
meant to treat of a peace, not to go a begging for it. Left the conferences .lhould 

Truce with break off altogether without effeCt, a truce was CC!>ncluded for fome months ; and 
Scotland. J ames perceiving, that while Perkin remained in Scotland, he never fhould enjoy 

a folid peace with Henry, privately defired him to depart the kingdom. 

AccESS was now barred Perkin into the Low Countries; his ufual retreat in all 
his difappointments. The Flemilh merchants, who felt feverely the lofs refult
ing from their want of commerce with England, had made fuch intereft in the 
arch-duke's council, that commiffioners were fent to London, in order to treat of 
an accommodation. The Flemifh court agreed that aB Englilh rebels fhould be 
excluded the Low Countries; and in this prohibition the demefnes of the dutchefs 
dowager were exprefsly comprehended. When this principal article was agreed to, 
all the other terms were eafily adjufted. A treaty of commerce was finifhed, which 
was favourable to the Flemings, and to which they gave. long the appellation of 
Intercurfus magnus, the great treaty. And when the Englilh merchants returned 
to their ufual abode at Antwerp, they were publicly received, as in proceffion, 
with great joy and fefi:ivity. 

• Polydore Virgil, p. 6o3. 
P.ERKIN 
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PERK IN was a Fleming by defcent, tho' born in England ; and it might there
fore be doubted, whether he was comprehended in the treaty between the two 
nations: But as he muft difmifs all his Englifh retainers if he took 1helter in the 
Low Countries, and as he was fure of a cold reception, if not bad ufage, among 
a people who were determined to keep on terms of friend!hip with the court of 
England ; he thought fit rather to hide himfelf, during fome time, in the wilds 
and faftneffes of Ireland. Impatient however of a retreat, which was both difa
greeable and dangerous, he held confultations with his followers, Herne, Skel
ton, and Aftley, three broken ttadefmen; and by their advice, he refolved to 
try the affections of the Corni!b, whofe mutinous difpofition, notwithfl:anding 
the King's lenity ftill fubfifted, after the fuppreffion of their rebellion. No foon
er did he appear at Bodmin in Cornwal, than the populace, to the number of three 
thoufand men, flocked to his ftandard ; and Perkin, elated with this appearance 
of fuccefs, took on hi m, for the firft time, the appellation of Richard the fourth, 
King of England. Not to fufr'er the expectations of his followers to langui!h, he 
prefented himfelf before Exeter ; and by many fair promifes, invited that city to 
join his caufe. Finding that the inhabitants fhut their gates againft him, he laid 
fiege to the place; bi.1t being unprovided of artillery, ammunition, and of every 
thing requifite for that attempt, he made no progrefs in his undertaking. Mef .. 
fengtrs were fent to the King, informing him of this infurrection ; and the citi
zens of Exeter meanwhile were determined to hold out to the laft extremity, in 
expectation of receiving fuccour from the known vigilance of that monarch. 

vV HEN flenry was informed that Per kin was landed in England, he exprFlied 
great joy, and prepared himfelf with alacrity to attack him, in hopes of being 
able, at laft, to put a period to a pretenfion, which had fo long given him vexa
tion and inquietude. All the courtiers, fenfible that their activity on this occafion 
would be the mofr acceptable fervice which they could render the King, prepared 
themfelves for the enterprize, and forwarded his preparations. The lords Dau
beney, and Broke, with Sir Rice ap Thomas, haftened forward with a fmall body 
of troops to the relief of Exeter. The Earl of Devonfhire, and the moft confi
derable gentlemep in the county of that name, took arms of their own accord, 
and marched to join the King's generals. The Duke of Buckingham put himfelf 
at the head of a troop of young nobility and gentry, who ferved as volunteers, 
and who longed for an opportunity of difplaying their courage and their loyalty. 
The King f1imfelf prepared to follow with a confiderable army; and thus all Eng
land feemed united againft a pretender, who had at fir(l: engaged their attention, 
and divided their affections. 

VoL. Ill. H P-ER K.n~, 

Chap. liT. 
1497· 
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P.ERKIN, informed of thefe great preparations, immediately broke up the liege 
of Exeter, and retired to Taunton. Tho' his followers now amounted to the 
number of near feven thoufand men, and feemed ftill refolute to defend his caufe~ 
he himfelf defpaired of fuccefs, and fecretly withdrew to the fanetuary of Beaulieu 
in the new foreft. The Cornifh rebels fubmitted themfelves to the King's mercy, 
and found that it was not yet exhaufted in their behalf. Except a few perfons of 
defperate fortunes, who were executed, and fome others who were feverely fined, 
all the reft were difmiffed with impunity. The lady Catherine Gordon, wife to Per
kin, fell into the conqueror's hands, and was treated with a generofity, which 
does him honour. He foothed her mind with many tokens of regard, p]aced 
her in a reputable ftation about the ~een, and a.ffigned her a penfion, which !he 
enjoyed even under his fucceffor. 

HENR v next deliberated what courfe to take with Perkin himfelf. Some coon
felled him to make the privileges of the church yield to reafons of fiate, to take 
him by violence from the fanB:uary, to inflict on him the puni!hment due to his 
temerity, and thus at once to put an end to an impofl:ure which had long difturbed 
the government, and which the credulity of the people, and the artifices of male
contents were ftill capable of reviving. But the King deemed not the matter of 
fuch importance as to merit fo violent a remedy. He employed fome perfons to 
deal with Per kin, and perfuade him, under promife of pardon, to deliver himfelf 
into the King's hands*. The King conduCted him· in a fpecies of mock triumph 
to London. As Perkin paired along the road, and through the ftreets of that 
city, men of all ranks flocked about him, and the populace treated with the· 
higheft derifion his fallen fortunes. They feemed defirous of revenging them
felves by their infults for the fhame which their former belief of his impofiures. 
had thrown upon them. Tho' the eyes of the nation were generally opened wit~ 
regard to Perkin's real parentage and ftation, Henry thought proper to require of 
him a confeffion of his life and adventures; and he ordered the account of the 
whole to be publifhed won after for the fatisfatl:ion of the pub lie. But as his re-
gard to decency made him fupprefs entirely the !hare which the Dutchefs of Bur
gundy had had in contriving and conduCting the impofture, the people, who· 
knew that fhe had been the chief inftrument in the whole affair, were inclined, on 
account of the filence on that head, to pay the lefs credit to the authenticity of 
the narrative. 

BuT Perk in, th9' his life was granted him, was fiill detained in cuftody ; and 
keepers were appointed to guard him. Impatient of confinement, he broke loofe 
from his keepers, and flying to the fanCl:uary of Shy ne, put himielf into the hand! 

~ Polydore V~rgit, p. 6o6. 
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of the prior of that monaftery. The prior had obtained great credit by his cha- Chap. Jil. 

ratl:er of fanB:ity ; and he prevailed with the King again to grant a pardon to 1
49£:'· 

Perkin. But in order to reduce him to frill greater contempt, he was fet in the 
flocks at \Veftminfter and Cheapfide, and obliged in both pl-aces to read aloud 
to the peop!e the confeffion which had been formerly publifhed in his name. He 
was then thrown into the Tower, where his habits of reftlefs intrigue and enter-
prize frill followed him. He infinuated himfe]f into the intimacy of four fervants 
of Sir John Dig by, lieutenant of the Tower; and, by their means, opened a cor
refpondence with the earl of Warwic, who was confined to the fame prifon. 
That unfortunate prince, who had from his earlieft infancy been fhut up from the 
commerce of men, and who was ignorant even of the moft common affairs of 
life, had fallen into a fimplicity which made him fufceptible of any impreffions. 
The continued dread alfo of the more violent effetl:s of Henry's tyranny, joined 
to the natural love of liberty, engaged him to embrace a projetl: for his efcape, 
by the murder of the lieutenant; and Perkin offered to conduct the whole enter-
prize. The confpiracy efcaped not the King's vigilance : It was even very gene-
rally believed, that the fcheme was laid by himfelf, in order to draw Perkin and 
Warwic into the fnare : But the fubfequent execution of two of Digby's fervants 
for the contrivance, feems to clear the King of that imputation, which was indeed 
founded more on the general idea entertained of his character, than on any pofi-
tive evidence. 

PER KIN, by this new attempt, after fo many enormities, had rendered himfelf 
totally unworthy of mercy; and he was accordingly arraigned, condemned, and 
foon after hanged at Tyburn, perfifting ftill in the confeffion of his impofture *. Perkin execu~ 

H z It ted. 

Stowe, Baker, Speed, Biondi, Holing!hed, Bacon. Some late writers have been fo whimficaJ as to 

doubt whether Perkin was an impoftor, and even to affert him to be the real Richard Plantagenet, 
duke of York. But to refute this fancy, we need but reflea on the few following particulars. 1. Had 

nJt the queen mother, and the other heads of the York party, been fully alfured of the death of both 
the young princes, would they have agreed to call over the earl of Richmond, the head of the Lan
cailrian party, and marry him to the princefs Elizabeth? 2. The f.tory told con!l:antly by Perkin of 

his efcape, is ut .erly incredible, that thofe who were fent to murder his brother took pity on him, 

and granted him his-liberty. 3· What became of him during the courfe of feven years, from his

fuppofed death till his appearance in Ireland in 1491? Why was not the queen mother, the dutchefs 

of Burgundy, and the other friends of the family applied to, during that time, for his fupport and 

education? 4• Tho' the Dutchefs of Burgundy at laft acknowledged him for her nephew, 1he had loft 

all pretence to authority by her former acknowledgment and fupport of Lambert Simnel, an avowed 
impollor. 1t is remarkable, that Mr. Carte, in order to preferve the weight of the dutchefs's teftimony., 

in favour of Perkin, fuppreffes entirely this material faCt. A remarkable effect of party prejudices, 
.and the author's defire of blackening Henry the feventh, whofe hereditary title to the crown was defec

tive. 5• Perkin himfelf confelfed his impofture more than once, and read his confefiion before the 
whole 
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Chap. nr. It happened about that very time, that one Wilfm·d, a cordwainet·'s fon, encou-
14-99· raged by the furprizing credit which had been given to other impofiures, had un

dertaken to perfonate the earl of W arwic; and a prief1 had even ventured from 
the pulpit to recommend his caufe to the people, who feemed frill to retain a pro
penfity to adopt it. This incident ferved Henry as an apology for his feverity 
towards that unfortunate prince. He was brought to trial, and accu fed, not of 
contriving. his efcape, (for as he was committed for no crime, the defire of liberty 

'The e_ari of mufl: have been regarded as natural and innocent) but of forming defigns to di-
\Vanvtc exe- . . 
cuted. fturb the government, and raife an infurreB:ion among the people. vVarw1c con-
ziil: of No- fe!fed the indictment, WdS condemned, and the fentencc was executed upon hin .. 
ven.ber. 

TH rs violent tyranny, the great ftain of I-Ienry's reign, by which he deftroy-
ed the Iafl: remaining male of the line of Plantagener, begot great difcontent. 
among the people, who faw an unhappy prince, that had long been denied all the 
privileges of his high birth, even cut off frotn the common benefits of nature,. 
now at laft deprived of life itfelf, merely for refifting that oppreffion under whi~h 
he laboured. In vain did Henry endeavour to alleviate the odium of this guilt,, 
by fharing it with his ally, Ferdinand of Arragon, who, he faid, had fcrupled to• 
give his daughter Catherine in n1arriage to Arthur, while any prince of the houfe 
of York remained alive. Men, on the contrary, felt higher indignation at feeing 
a young prince f:1crificed, not to law and jufl:ice, but to the jealous politic5 of 
two fubtle and crafty tyrants. 

BuT tho' thefe difcontents feftered in the minds of men, they were fo checked 
by Henry's. watchful policy and fteady feverity, that they feemed not to weaken· 
his government ; and foreign princes, deeming his throne now entirely fecure). 
payed him rather the greater court!hip and attention. The arch-duke Philip, in 
particular, defired an interview with the King; and this monarch, who had pa.f
fed over to c·atais., agreed to meet him at St. Peter's church near that city. The
arch-duke, on his approaching the King, made hafte to alight, and offered to 
hold Henry's fl:irrup; a mark of condefcenuon which that prince would not ad-. 
mit of.. l-Ie called the King father, patron, protector; and by his whole be
haviour expreffed a ftrong defire of conciliating the friendfhip of England. The 

whole people. It ia pretended that this confeffion was drawn from him by torture.; but no ant'ent hi
fiorian gives any ground for this furmife. 6. He renewed his confeffion at the foot of the gibbet on 
which he was executed. 7. After Henry the eighth's acceffion, the titles of the houfe of Yo1 k and 
Lancafier were fully confounded, and there was no longer any neceffity for defending Henry the fe
venth and his title; yet all the hiftorians of that time, when the events were recent, fame of thefe 
hiftorians too, fuch as Sir Thomas More, of the highcfi authority, agree in treating Perkin as an im
poftor. 

duke 
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d'uke of Orleans had fucceeded to the kingdom of France under the appellation 
of Lewis the twe:lfth; and having carried his arms into Italy, and fubdued the 
dutchy of Milan, his progrefs begot jealoufy in Maximilian, Phi lip's father, as 
well as in FerJinand, his father-in-law. By the council, therefore, of thefe mo
narchs, the young prince endeavoured by every art to acquire the amity of I-Ienry, 
whom they regarded as the chief counterpoize to the greatnefs of France. No 
particular plan however of alliance feems to have been concerted between thefe two. 
princes in their interview : All paffed in general profeffions of affection and re
gard ; at leafr, in remote projects of a clo1er union, by the future intermar-
riages of their children, who were then in a ftate of infancy •. 

Chap. II.t . 
I4n. 

THE pope too, Alexander the fixth, neglected not the friendfhip of a monarch, 15co~ 

whofe reputation was fpread over all Europe. He fent a nuntio to England, who 
exorted the King to take part in the great alliance projected for the recovery of the 
Holy Land, and to lead in perfon his forces againft the Turk. The general frenzy 
for crufades was now entirely exhaufted in Europe; but it was ftill thought a ne~ 
ceifary piece of decency to pretend zeal for thofe pious enterprizes. Henry re-
gretted the diil:ance of his fituation, which rendered it inconvenient for him to ex-
pofe his perfon in defence of the chriftian caufe. He promifed, however, his ut-
moft affiftance by aids and contributions ; and rather than the pope fl1ould go. 
alone to the holy wars, unaccompanied by. any monarch, he even promifed to. 

overlook all other confiderations, and to attend him in perfon. f-Ie only requi-
red as a nece{fary condition, that all differences fhould be previoufly compof'ed 
a-mong chriil:ian princes, and that fome fea-port towns in Italy !hould be put into 
his hands for his retreat and fecurity. It was eafy to conclude from this anfwer, 
that Henry had determined with himfelf not to intermeddle in any wars againft the 
Turk : But as a great name, without any real affiil:ance, is fometimes of fervice, ... 
the Knights of Rhodes, who were at that time efteemed the bulwark of Chrift-
endom, chofe the King proteCtor of their order. 

BuT the prince, whofe alliance Henry valued the mofr, was that of Ferdinand 
of Arragon, whofe vigorous and fteady policy, always attended with fuccefs, had 
rendered him, in many refpeCts, the moft confiderable monarch in Europeo 
There was alfo a remarkable fimilarity of character between thefe two princes : 
Both were full of crafr, intrigue, and defign ; and tho' a refemblance of this na
ture be a flender foundation of confidence and friendt11ip, where the interefts of. 
the parties in the leaft interfere; yet fuch was the fituation of I-Ienry and Fe.rdi- 1.5oi. 

nand, that no jealoufy ever on any occafion arofr~ between them. The King ,had ~i~~~ai~t~~r 
now the fatisfaetion of compleating a marriage, which had been projected and ne~ ~irh Cathe-

. d d · h r f r b A h · f 1-x~ l d rme of Arra-_gonate llrmg t e cour1e o 1even years, etween rt ur pnnce o vv a es an gon. 1 zrh 0 : 

5 the November,. . 
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the infanta Catherine, fourth daughter of Ferdinand and ! fabella ; he near fixteen 

years of age, fhe eighteen. But this marri ~ge proved in the ilfue unprofperous. 

The young prince, a few months after, fic tened and died, very much regretted 

by the whole nation. Henry, defl rous to continue his alliance with Spain, and al-

fo unwilling to reftore Catherine's dowry, wllich was two hundred thoufand ducats, 

obliged his fecond fon Henry, whom he cr~ated prince of Wales, to be contract

ed to the princcfs. The prince made all tle oppofition which a youth of twelve 

years of age was capable of; but as the Ring perfifted in his refolution, the ef

poufals were at laft, by n1eans of the pope's difpenfation, concluded between the 

parties: An event, which was afterwards a: tended with the tnoft important confe

quences. 

Marriage of THE fame year, another marriage was concluded, which was alfo, in the next 

t ht! princefs age, productive of great events : The m2rriage of Margaret, the King's eldeft 

~:~:~~~e~i ng daughter, with J ames King of Scotland. This alliance had been negotiated du

of Scotland. ring three years, tho' interrupted by fevenl broils; and Henry hoped, from the 

completion of it, to remove all fource of difcord with that neighbouring king

dom, by whofe animofity England had been fo often infefted. When this mar

riage was deliberated on in the Engtifh council, fome objetl:ed, that England 

might, by means of that alliance, fall under the dominion of Scotland. " No;'' 

replied Henry, " Scotland, in that event, would only become an acceffion to 

" England.'' Arnidft thefe profperous e\ents, the King met with a domeftic ca-

1503. r. h d H 
nth of Fe- lamity, which made not 1uch impreffion 01 im as it merite • is queen died in 

bruary. child-bed ; and the infant lived not long ,fter. This princefs was defervedly a 

great favourite of the nation ; and the gmeral affeCtion for her increafed, on ac

count of the harfh treatment, which, it wa1 thought, fhe met with fron1 her confort. 

THE fituation of the King's affairs, both at home and abroad, was now, in 

every refpeB:, very fortunate. All the eforts of the Eurorean princes, both in 

war and negotiation, were turned to the fide of Italy; and the various events, 

which there arofe, made Henry's alliance be courted by every party, and yet in. 

terefted him fo little as never to touch him with concern or anxiety. His dofe 

connexions with Spain and Scotland infued his tranquillity ; and his continued 

fucceffes over domefric enemies, owing n the prudence and vigour of his con

due, had reduced the people to intire fthmiffion and obedience. Henry there

fore, uncontrouled by apprehenfion or owofition of any kind, gave fun fcope to 

his natural propenfity; and avarice, whic:t had ever been his predominant paffion, 

Oppreffions being increafed by age, and encouraged by abfolute authority, broke all reftraint~ 

of the people. of 1hame or juftice. He had found t~o minifters, Empfon and Dudley, per-

fectly quaiified to fecond his rapacious and tyrannical inclination~, and to prey 

JJpon 
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upon his defencelefs people. Thefe infruments of oppreffion were both lawyers, 
the firft of mean birth, of brutal roamers, of an unrelenting temper; the fe .. 
cond better born, better educated, and better bred, but equally unjuft, fevere, and 
inflexible. By their knowledge in the hw, thefe men were qualified to pervert the 
forms of juftice to the oppreffion of th! innocent; and the formidable authority 
of the King fupported them in all theiriniquities. 

IT was their ufual practice at firft to cbferve fo far the appearance of law as to 
give indictments to thofe whom they iatended to opprefs: Upon which the per
fons were committed to prifon, but nev1r brought to trial ; and were at laft obli· 
ged to recover their liberty, by paying 1eavy fines and ranfoms, which were cul
led mitigations and compofitions. By degrees, the very appearance of law was 
negletted : They fent forth their preceits to attach men, and fummon them be
fore themfelves and fame others, at theit private houfes, in a court of commiffion;. 
where, in a fummary manner, without :rial or jury,

1 
arbitrary decrees were iffued, 

both in pleas of the crown, and contnverfies between private parties. Juries 
themfelves, when fummoned, proved )Ut fmall fecurity to the fubject; being 
brow-beat by thefe oppreffors; nay, l.ned, imprifoned and punifhed" if they 
gave fentence againft the inclination of the rninifters. The whole fyftem of the 
feudal law, which ftill prevailed, was tlrned into a fcherne of oppre!Tion. Even 
the King's wards, after they came to ful age, were not fuffered to enter in pof
feffion of their lands without paying ex>rbitant fines. Men were alfo harraffed 
with informations of intrufion upon fcatee colourable titles. When an outlawry 
in a perfonal aCtion was iffued again{l:'an) man, he was not allowed to purchafe 
his charter of pardon, except on the parment of a great fum ; and if he refufed 
the compofition required of him, the fitiet aw, which, in fuch cafes, allows for
feiture of goods, was rigorouOy infiftedon. Nay, without any colour of law, the 
half of men's lands and rents were feiz«i during two years, as a penalty in cafe 
of outlawry. But the chtef infl:rumentl of oppreffion employed by thefe mini .. 
fters, were the penal ftatutes, which, wthout confideration of rank, quality, or 
fervices, were rigidly put in execution againft all men : Spies, informers, and in
quifitors were rewarded and encot1ragec in every corner of the kingdom : And 
no difference was made whether the ftanJte was beneficial or hurtful, recent or 
obfolete, poffible or impoffible to be e)fecuted'. The foie end of the King and his 
minifl:ers, was to amafl money~ and bri1g every one under the lafh of their au· 

thority *. 
T HR o' the prevalence of fuch an ar1it»ary and iniquitous adminiftration, the 

Engliib, it tnay fafely be affirmed, wereconfiderable lofers by the ancient privi-

* Bacon, 629, 30. Holliog!hed, P-5C4• Polyd .. Virg. p.6IJ, 615. 

' . 
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Ckp. III. lege, which fecured them fron1 all taxations and impoGtions, except fuch as were 
I 5°3· levied by t"·Jdr own confent. Had the King been empowered to lay on general 

taxes at pleafure, he would naturally have abfl:ained from thefe oppreffive expedi
ents, which deftroyed all fecurity in private property, and begot an univerfal 
diffidence thro' the nation. J n vain did the people look for proteCtion from 
the Parliament, which was pretty frequently fummoned· during this reign. 
That affembly was fo overawed, that, at this very time, during the greatefl 

1 
;o-t· rage of Henry's oppreffions, the commons chofe Dudley their fpeaker, the 

very man who was the chief inftrument of his oppreffions. And tho' the 
~;th 11 ~nuaryt. King was known to be immenfely opulent, and had no pretence of wars or 
fl par 1amen . ....... 

expenuve enterprizes of any kind, they granted him the fubfidy, which he 
•sos. demanded. But fo infatiable was his avarice, that next year he levied a new 

benevolence, and renewed that arbitrary and oppreffive method of taxation. By 
all thefe arts of accumulation, joined to a rigid frugality in his expence, he fo fil
led his coffers, that he is faid to have poifeffed in ready money the fum of 
1,8oo,ooo pounds : An incredible treafure, if we confider the fcarcity of money 

in thofe days *. 
BuT while Henry was enriching himfelf with the fpoils of his oppreffed people, 

there happened an event abroad, which engaged his attention, and was even the 
objeCt of his anxiety and concern. !fabella, queen of Caftile, died abou this 
time; and it was forefeen, that by this incident the fortunes of Ferdinand, her 
hufband, would be much affeCl:ed. The King was not only attentive to the 
fate of his ally, and watchful left the general fyftem of Europe fhould be affected 
by fo important an event : He alfo confidered the fimilarity of his own fitua
tion with that of Ferdinand, and regarded the iffue of thefe tranfactions as a 
precedent for himfelf. J oan, the daughter of Ferdinand by !fabella, was mar
ried to the archduke Philip, and being, in right of her mother, heirefs of Ca
ftile, feemed entitled to difpute with Ferdinand the prefent adminiftration of 
that kingdom. Henry kne·w, that, notwithil: anding his own pretenfions by the 
houfe of Lancafrer, the greateft part of the nation were convinced of the fupe
riority of his wife's title; and he dreaded left the prince, who was daily advan
cing towards manhood, might be tempted by ambition to lay immediate claim to 

• Silver was, during this reign, at 37 fhillings and fixpence a pound, which makes Henry's treafure 
ahove 2, 7 50,000 pounds fierling. Befides, many commodities have become thrice as dear by the in
creafe of gold and filver in Europe. And what is a circumftance of ftill greater weight, all 
other ftates were then very poor, in comparifon of what they are at prefent : Thefe circumftances 
make Henry's treafure appear very great; and may lead us to conceive the oppreilions of his govern~ 

,ment. 
the 
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the throne. By his perpetual attention to deprefs the partiz,ms of the York Char. lll. 

family, he had more clofely united them into one party, and encreafed their 15°5· 

defire of !baking off that yoke, under which they had fo long laboured, and of 
taking every advantage, which his oppreffive government fhould give his enemies 
againft him. And as he poffeffed no independent force like Ferdinand, and go-
verned a kingdom more turbulent and unruly, which he himfelf, by his nar1ow 

politics, had confirmed in factious prejudices; he apprehended that his fituation 
would prove in the iffue frill more precarious. 

NoTHING could turn out more contrary to the King's inclinations than the 
tranfattions in Spain. Ferdinand had become very unpopular in Caftile, chiefly 

by reafon of his former exactions and impofi.tions; and the ftates of the kingdon1 

difcovered an evident refolution of preferring the title of Phi lip and J oan. In or- 1506. 

der to take advantage of thefe favourable difpofitions, the archduke, now King of 

Ca!l:ile, attended by his confort, embarked for Spain during the winter fcafon ; 

and meeting with a violent tempeft in the channel, was obliged fo take !helter 
in the harbour of Weymouth. Sir John Trenchard, a gentleman of authority Arrival of 

in the county of Dorfet, hearing of a fleet upon the coaft, had affembled fome Ctheflf!..
1
ing of 

• dlll c. 
forces; and being JOined by Sir John Cary, who was alfo at the head of an . 

armed body, he came to that town. Finding, that Philip, in order to relieve his 
ficknefs and fatigue, was already come afhore, he invited him to his houfe; and 
immediately difpatched an exprefs to inform the court of this important incident. 

The King fent in all hafte the earl of Anmdel to compliment the archduke on 

his arrival in England, and to inform him, that he intended to pay him a vifit in 

perfon, and to give him a fuitable reception in his kingdom. Philip knew, that: 
he could not now depart without the King's confent; and therefore, for the fake 
of difpatch, he refolved to anticipate his vifit, and to have an interview with him 
at Windfor. Henry received him with all the magnificence poffible, and with all 

the feeming cordiality; but he refolved, notwithftanding, to extract fome advan-

tage from this involuntary vifit, payed him by his royal gueft. 

Eo MONo de la Pole, earl of Suffolk, nephew to Ed ward the fourth, and bro-

ther to the earl of Lincoln, !lain at the battle of Stoke, had fome years before ~~!rla~rsoff 
killed a man in a fudden fit of paffion, and had been obliged to apply to the Suffo;k. 

King for a remiffion of his crime. The King had granted his requeft; but be .. 
ing little indulgent to all perfons connected with the houfe of York, he obliged 

him to appear openly in court and plead his pardon. Suffolk, more refenting the 
affront, than grateful for the favour, had fled into Flanders, and taken fhelter with 
his aunt, the dutchefs of Burgundy : But being promifed forgivenefs by the King, 

he returned into England, and obtained a new pardon. ACl:uated, however, by the 

VoL. Ill. I natural 
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Chap. III. natural inquietude of his temper, and uneafy from debts which he had contraCted 
15°6• by his expences at prince Arthur's marriage, he again made an elopement into· 

Flanders. The King, well acquainted with the general difcontent which pre
vailed againft his adminiftration, neglected not this incident, which might be
come of importance; and he employed his ufual artifices to elude the efforts of 
his enemies. He direCted Sir Robert Curfon, governor of the caftle of Hammes, 
to fly from his charge, and to infinuate hi1nfelf into the confidence of Suffolk, 
by making him a tender of his fervices. Upon information fecretly conveyed 
by Curfon, the King feized William Courtney, earl of Devon £hire, his brother 
in law, married to the lady Catharine, daughter of Edward the fourth ; Wil
liam de la Pole, brother to the earl of Suffolk ; Sir James Tirrel, and Sir J ames 
Windham, with fame perfons of inferior quality ; and he committed them al 
to cuftody. The lord Abergavenny and Sir Thomas Green were alfo appre
hended ; but were foon after freed from their confinement. William de la Pole 
was. detained in prifon during a long time ~ And the earl of Devon !hire recovered 
not his freedom during the King's life. But Henry's chief feverity fell upon 
Sir J ames Wind ham, and Sir J ames Tirrel, who. were both brought to their 
trial, condemned, and executed : The fate of the latter gave univerfal fatif
faB:ion, on account of his participation in the murder of the young princes, 
fons to Edward the fourth. Notwithftanding thefe difcoveries and executions, 
Curfon was ftill able to maintain his credit with the earl of Suffolk ; and Henry, 
in order to remove all fufpicions, had ordered him to be excommunicated, to
gether with ~uffolk himfelf, for his pretended rebellion. But after that traitor 
had performed all the fervices expeCted from him, he fudden1y deferred the earl, 
and came over to England, where the King received him with u11t:1fual marks of 

· favour and confidence. Suffolk, aftonifhed at this inftance of perfidy, find· ng 
that even the dutchefs of B-urgundy, tired with fo many fruitlefs attempts, had 
become indifferent to his caufe, fled fecretly into 1-i.,rance, thence into Germany, 
and returned at laft into; the Low Countries ; where he was protected~ tho' not 
countenanced, by the archduke Philip, then in clofe alliance with the King. 

HENRY neglected not the prefent opportunity of complaining to Ph Hip of 
the reception, which Suffolk had met with in his dominions. " I really thought," 
replied the King of Caftile, " that your greatnefs and felicity had fet you far 
" above apprehenfions from any perfon of fo little confequence : But to give 
':' you fatisfaClion, I fhall banifh him my ftate." " I expect, that you will carry 
" your complaifance farther," faid the King: " I defire to have Suffolk put 

" into my hands, where alone I can depend upon his fubmiffion and obedience.', 
" That meafure," faid Philip, '' will reflect dHhonour upon you as well as 

" n1yfelf. 
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'' myfelf. You will be thought to have ufed me as a prifoner." '' Then the Chap. Ut 
t 5o6. 

" matter is at an end," replied the King, " for I will take that di!honour upon 

" me; and fo your honour is faved *." The King of Cafrile found himfelf 

under a neceffity of complying; but he firft exaEted Henry's promife that he 

would fpare Suffolk's life. T'hat nobleman was invited over to England by Philip; 

as if the King would grant him a pardon, by the interceffion of his friend 

and ally. Upon his appearance, he was committed to the Tower; and the 

King of Caftile, having fully fatisfied Henry, as well by this conceffion, as 

by figning a treaty of commerce between England and Caftile, which was 

advantageous to the former kingdom t, was at laft allowed to depart, after a 

fiay of three months. He landed in Spain, was joyfully received by the Caftilians, 1 5o7• 

and put in poffeffion of the throne. He died foon after; and J oan, his widow, 

falling into deep melancholy, Ferdinand was again enabled to reinftate himfelf in 

his authority, and to govern, till the day of his death, the whole Spaniili monarchy. 

T'HE King furvived thefe tranfactions two years; but little n1emorable occurs 

in the retnaining part of his reign, except his affiancing his fecond daughter Mary 

with the young archduke Charles, fon of Philip of Caftile. He entertained alfo· I)o!. 

fome intention of marriage for himfelf; firft with the queen dowager of N a pies, · 

relict of Ferdinand ; afterwards with the dutchefs dowager of Savoy, daughter of 

Maximilian, and fifter of Philip. But the decline of his health put an end to all s· k r f 
tc ne1s o 

fuch thoughts; and he began to caft his eye towards that future exiftence, which the King. 

the iniquities and feverities of his reign rendered a very difmal profpetl: to him. 

To allay the terrors, under which he laboured, he endeavoured, by diftributing 

alms and founding religious houfes, to make attonement for his crimes, and 

to purchafe, by the facrifice of part of his ill-gotten treafures, a reconciliation 

with his offended Maker. Remorfe even feized him at intervals for the 

abufes of his authority by Empfon and Dudley ; but not fufficient to n1ake hitn 

ftop the rapacious hands of thofe opprelfors. Sir William Capel was again fined · 

two thoufand pounds under fome frivolous pretences, and was con1mitted to the 

Tower for daring to murmur againft that iniquity. Harris, an alderman of 

London, was indicted, and died of vexation before his trial came to an i.lfue. Sir 

Lawrence Ail mer, who had been mayor, and his two fheriffs, were condemned in 

heavy fines, and fent to prifon till they n1ade payment. The King gave coun·-

tenance to all thefe oppreffions; till death, by its nearer approaches, impreffed 

new terrors upon him ; and he then ordered, by a general claufe in his wi11, that 

reftitution 1hould be made to all thofe whon1 he had injured. He died of a 

• Bacon, p. 633• t Rymer, vo\ xiii. p. IfZ. 

I ?- confumption 
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confumption at his favourite pala:e of Richmond, after a reign of twenty-three 
years and eight months, and in tie fifty-fecond year of his age t. 

T HE reign of Henry the feve1th was, in the main, fortunate for his people 
at hon1e, and honourable abroaC. He put an end to the civil wars with which 
the nation had been long harraftd, he maintained peace and order in the ftate, 
he depreffed the former exorbitaJt power of the nobility, and together with the· 

fri endfi1ip of fome foreign prince1, he acquired the confideratiun and regard of all. 
l-Ie loved peace without fearing war; tho' agitated with continual fufpicions of 

his fervants and minifi:ers, he lifcovered no timidity either in the conduct of 

his affair~ , or in the day of batte ; and tho' often fevere in his punifhments, he 

was commonly lefs atl:uated b) revenge than by the maxims of policy. The 
fervi ces, which he rendered the people, were derived from his views of private 
intereft, rather than the motivfr of public fpirit; and where he deviated fron1 
a:lfi!h regards, it was unknown to himfelf, and ever from the malignant pre
judices of fatl:ion or the mean p-ojeB:s of avarice ; not from the fallies of paf .. 
fion, or allurements of pleafure ; frill lefs, from the benjgn motives ef friendfhip 
and generofity. His capacity vas excellent, b.ut fomewhat contracted, by the 

narrownefs of his heart ; he p•ifeffed infinuation and addrefs, but never em

ployed thefe talents, except where fome great point of intereft was to be gained ; 
and while he neglected to concii'ate the affetl:ions of his people, he often felt the 

danger of refl:ing hi-s authority 01 their fear and reverence alone. He was always 
extremely attentive to his affain, but poffeifed not the faculty of feeing far into 
futurity ; and was more expert a: pr0viding a remedy for his miftakes than j·udi· 

cious in avoiding them. Ava-ice was on the whole his ruling paffion *; and 
he remains an inftance, armoft fngular, of a man, placed in a high ftation, and 

poffeffed of talents for great aff:irs, in whom that paffion predominated above 
.a mbition . Even among privae perfons, ava;ice is commonly n(}thing but a 
fpecies of ambition, and is chieiy incited by the profpet1: of that regard, diftinc
tion and confideration which atte1d on riches. 

T H E power of the Kings of F.ngland had always been fomewhat irre
gular or difcretionary ; but w:s fcarce ever fo abfo]ute during any former 

reign, at lea!t after the eftablihment of the great charter, as during that of 

t Dugdale's Baronage, ii. p .. 23?· 
• As a proof of Henry's attention tathe fmalleft profits,. Bacon tells us, that be had feen. a book 

e.f a<:com.pts kept by Empfo~, and fubfq-ibed in almoft every leaf by the King's own hand. Amoog. 

other articles was the followmg. Item, Received of fuch a one five marks for a pardon, which, if. 
" it do aot pafs, the money to be r.payed, or the party otherwife fatisfied .. " Oppofite to th~ 
11'emorandum, the King had wrote win his own hand, " otherwife fatisfied .'' Bacon, p. 630. 

4 H~~ 
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Henry. Befides the perfonal character of the mm, full of vigour, induftry, and Chap. IJI. 

/' feverity, deliberate in all projects, fteady in everypurpofe, and attended with eau- 1 5°~ 

tion, as well as good fortune, in each enterprize; he came to the throne after long. 
and bloody civil wars, which had deftroyed all thegreat nobility, who alone could 
refift the encroachments of his authority: The p(()ple were tired with difcord and 
ioteftine convulfions, and willing to fubmit to ufu·pations, and even to injuries, ra-
ther than plunge themfelves anew into like miferics: The fruitlefs efforts made a •. 
gainft him ferved always, as is ufual, to confirm ~is authority: As he ruled by a 
faCl:ion, and the le!fer faction, all thofe on whom 1e conferred offices, fenfible that 
they owed every thing to nis proteCtion, were cont:nt to fupport his power, tho' at 
the expence of juftice and national privileges. Thefe feem the chief caufes which 
at this time beftowed on the crown fo confiderablt an addition of prerogative, and 
tendered the prefent reign a kind of epoch in theEnglifh conftitution. 

THIS prince, tho' he exalted his own prerog:tive above law, is celebrated by· 
his hiftorian for many good laws, which he cautd to be enacted for the govern
ment of his fubjects. Several confiderable regulltions, indeed, are found among 
the ftatutes of this reign, both with regard to the police of the kingdom, and 
its commerce : But the former are generally cmtrived with much better judg· 
ment than the latter. The more fimple ideas >f order and equity are fufficient His laws ... 

to guide a legifiator in every thing that regarls the. internal adminiftration of 

juftice : But the principles of commerce are mua more complicated, and require 
Jong experience and deep reflection to be well un:ledlood in any ftate. The real 
confequence of a law or praCtice is there often cmtrary to firft appearances. No 
wonder, that during the reign of Henry the fe~enth, thefe matters were often 
mifunderftood; and it may fafely be affirmed, tfut even in the age of lord B'lcon, 
very imperfeCt and erroneous ideas were formed on that fubjeet. 

EARLY in Henry's reign, the authority of ne ftar-chamber, which was be~ 

fore founded on common law and very ancientpractice, was in fome c~fes con-. 
firmed by act of Parliament * : LorJ Bacon enols the ufe of this court; but 
men began, during the age of that hiflorian, o feel that fo arbitrary a juri[
diB:ion was totally incompatible with liberty ; md in proportion as the fpirit of. 
independance rofe ftill higher in the nation, th( averfion againft it increafed, ti ll 
it was entirely abolifhed by att of Parliament i1 the reign of Charles . the firft,. 

a little before the commencement of the civil wa-s. 

LAws were pa!fed in this reign, ordering the :cing's fuit for murder to be car- . 

ried on within a year and day t.. Formerly, it did not ufually commence tilL 

afcet-· 
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after that term ; and as the friends of the F rfon murderea, in the interval, often 
compounded n1atters ~ith the criminal, t1.at cr-'ime vtry'frequent y paffe Jnpunifhed. 
.Suits were given to the poor in forma :pauperis, .as it is caHtld : That is, wi thout 

paying dues for the writs, or any fees to the council* : A good la\\ :: all times, 
efpedally in that age, when the people laboured uDder he oppreffion of the 
.great ; but a law very difficult to be reduced to e ecut' 0n. A law was made 
againft carrying off any woman by force t. The benefit of clergy was abridged t, 
and the criminal, on the firft offence, was ordereo to be burned in the hand 
with a letter marking his crin1e ; after which, he was p L•Hl ed capitally for any 
new offence. This law was much too indulgent, yet wa~ ~n hofe days regarded 
as a violation of the rights of the church. Sheriffs were no longer allowed to fine 
-any perfon, without previoufiy fummoning him before thetr court §. It is 
ftrange, that fuch a praClke ihould ever have prevailed. Attaint of juries was 
granted in cafes which exceeded ·forty pounds value 11· A law whi-ch has an ap
pearance of equity, but which was aft~ rwards found incohvenietlt. ACtions po
pular were· not allowed to be eluded by fraud o covin. If any fc rvant of the 
King confpired againft the life of the 1 eward, treafurer, or comptroller of the 
King's houihold, this defign, tho' not followed by any aet, was n1cYde liable to 
the punifhment of felony **. This ftatute . was procured by the jealoufy of 
archbi!hop Morton, who found himfelf expofed to :.tl1e enmity of great nun1bers. 

THERE fcarce p:dfed any feffion dunng this reign without fome ftatute againft 
engaging retainers, and giving them badges or liveries ft ; a practice, by 
:which they were, in a manner, inlifted under fome great lord_, and were kept in 
readinefs to affift him in all wars, 1nfurreCl:ions, riots, violences, and even in 
bearing evidence for him in courts of juftice tt. This diforder, which had 
arifen during turbulent times, when the law could give little proteCtion to the 
fubjeet, :was then deeply rooted in England; and it required all the vigilance and 
rigour of Henry to extir.pate it. There is a ftory of his feverity againft that 
abufe; :whkh feems ·tO merit praife, tho' it is commonly cited as an inftance of 
his avarice .and rapacity.. The earl of Oxford, his favourite general, in whom 
he always placed great and deferved truft, having fplendidly entertained him at 
his caftle of Heningham, was defirous of making a !how of his magnificence at 
the departure of his royal gueft ; and ordered all his retainers, with their liveries 
and badges, to be drawn up in two lines, that their appearance might be more 
gallant and fplendid. ·" My lord," faid the King, '' I have heard much of your 
·'-' hofpitality ·; but the truth far exceeds the report. Thefe handfome gentlemen 

• JI H. 7· cap. I.Z. t 3 H. 7· cap. 2. ! 4 H. 7· cap. 13. § Il H. 7· cap. 15. 
\1 11 H. 7· cap. 24. ·19 H. 7· cap • .3· •• 3 H. 7· cap. 13. tt 3 H. 7· cap. I. & 12. 

1.1 H .. 7• cap. J.• ''9 H. 7• cap. 14. tt 3 H. 7• cap. 12. 11 H. 7• cap. z;. 
" and 
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u and'yeomen, whom I fee on both fides of me, are-, no doubt, your menial fervants." 
The earl fn1iled, and confeffed that his fortune was too narrow for fuch magnifi
cence. " ·They are moft of them/' fubjoined he, H my retainers, who are come 
'~ to do me fervke at fuch a time, when they knew I' was honoured with your 
" majefty's prefence." The King ftarted a little, and faid, " By my faith, my 
" lord, I thank you for my good cheer, but I muft not allow my laws to be brok
~' en in my fight. My attorney muft fpeak with you." Oxford is faid to have 
payed no lefs than fifteen thoufand marks, as a compofltion for his offence. 

THE encreafe of the arts, more effeCtually than all the feverities of laws, put an 
end to this pernicious practice. 1 .. he nobility, inflead of vying with each other, 
in the number and boldnefs of their retainers, acquired by degrees a more civilized · 

fpecies of emulation, and endeavoured to excel in the fplendor and elegance of thtir. 
equipage, houfes, and tables. The common people, no longer maintained in a 
vicious idlenefs by their fuperiors, were obliged to learn fome calling or induftry, ~ 

and became ufeful both to themfelves and others. And it muft be acknowledged, 

in fpite ofthofe who declaim fo violently againft the refinement of the arts, or what 
they are pleafed to call luxury, that, as much as an induftrious tradefman is both : 
a better man and a better citizen than one of thofe idle retainers, who .formerly de
pended on the great families ; fo much is the life of a modern nobleman more 

laudable than that of an antient baron. 

BuT the moft important law in its confequences, .which was eoatted during the · 
reign of Henry, was that by which the nobility ... and gentry acquired a power of 
breaking the antient entails, and ·of alienating their eftates *. By means of this 
law, joined to the beginning luxury and refinements of the age, the great fortunes 
of the barons were gradually diffipated, and the property of' the commons en
creafed in England. It is probable,. that Henry forefaw and intended this confe
quence; becaufe the conftant· fcheme of his policy confifted in depreffing the great, 
and exalting churchmen, lawyers, and men of new families, who were more de .. 

pendant on him. 
'r.HIS King's love of money naturallY. led him to encourage comtnerce, which ~ 

encreafed his cuftoms; but, if we may iud~ by moft of the laws enacted durino
his reign, ·trade and induftry were ratl;er hurt (than 'promoted : by · the care· an· . 

attention which ere given to them. Severe law~ were made againft taking in· 

tereft for n1oney, which was then denominated ufury t· Even the· profits of ex~ 
change were pro ibited, as favouring of 1furx :J:7 which the fuperfl:ition of that 

• 4 H . 7· cap. 24. The pracHce of breaking entail. , by rp,eans of a ~ne and recovery, was introdu
ced in the reign of Edward IV. but it was not properly fpeaking law, ti!l the fiatute of Henry VII • . 

which, by corretting fome abufes that attended the rra!tic -!, gave indirealy a fandion to it. 

t ,;H. 7.cap. S· t 3 H. 7. cnp. 6. . ' 
3 ' age 
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age zealoufly profcribed. All evafive contraC1s, by which profits could be made 
from the loan of money, were alfo carefully guarded againft §. It is needlefs to 
obferve how unreafonable and iniquitous thefe laws, how impoffible to be exe
cuted, and how hurtful to trade, if they could take place. We may obferve, 
however, to the praife of this King, that fometimes, in order to promote corn· 
merce, he lent to merchants fums of money, without intereft; when he knew, that 

their ftock was not fufficient for thofe enterprizes, whic~ they had in view *. 
LAws were made againl1: the exportation of money, plate, or bullion t. A pre

caution, which ferves to no other purpofe than to make more be exported. But 
fo far was the anxiety on this head carried, that merchant aliens, who imported com

modities into the kingdom, were obliged to inveft, in Engli.fh commodities, all the 
money acquired by their fales, in order to prevent their conveying it away in a 

cJandeftine manner :f:. 
HoRsEs were forbid to be exported ; as if that exportation did not encourage 

the breed, and render them more plentiful in the kingdom ~· To promote arche

ry, no bows were to be fold at a higher price than fix fhillings and four pence 11, 
reducing money to the denomination of our time. The only effeCt: of this regu

lation muft be either that the people would be fupplied with bad bows or none at 

all. Prices were alfo affixed to wooll~n cloth **,to caps anrl hatstt : And labour
ers wages were regulated by Jaw :t:t· It is evident, that thefe circumfl:ances 
()ught always to be left free, and be trufled to the common courfe of bufinefs and 
commerce. To fome it may appear furprizing, that the price of a yard of fear
let cloth fhould be limited to fix and twenty fhillings, that of a yard of coloured 

cloth to eighteen; higher prices than thefe commodities bear at prefent : And 

that the wages of a tradefman, fuch as a mafon, brickJay~r, tyler, &c. fhould be 
regulated at near ten-pence a day; which is not much inferior to the prefent wages 
given in fome places of England. Labour and commodities have certainly rifen 

very much fince the difcovery of the Weft Indies; but not fo much in every par

ticular as is generally imagined. The greater induftry of the prefent times has 
'fncreafed the number of tradefmen and labourers, fo as to keep wages nearer a 
par than could be expected from the great encreafe of gold and filver. And the 
additional art employed in the finer manufattures, has even made fame of thefe 
commodities fall below their fortner valoe. Not to mention that merchants and 
dealers, being contented with lefs profit than formerly, afford the goodi cheaper 

to their cuftomers. It appears by a ftatute of this reign § §, that goods bought 

§ 7 H. 7· cap. fr. 
~ 11 H. 7· cap. 13. 
;tl 11 H. 7· cap. zz. 

• Polyd. Virg. 
I! 3 H. 7· cap. 12. 

§§ +H. 7· cap. 9· 

t 4 H. 7· cap. 23 . 
•• 4-H•7.cap.8. 

:t: 3 H. 7· cap. 8. 

:tt of. H. 7· cap. 9· 

for 
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'ft>r fixteen-pence would fometimes be fold by the merchants for three lhlllings. 
The commodities, whofe price has chiefly rifen, are butcher's meat, fowl, and fifh, ... 
(efpecially the latter) which cannot be much augtnented in quantity by the increafe 
'Of art and induitry. The profeffion which then abounded moft, and was em
braced by perfons cf the loweft rank, was the church : By a claufe of a ftatute; all 
clerks or il:udents of the univerfity were forbid to beg, without a permiffion from 
the vice-chancellor *. 

ONE great caufe of the low ftate of induftry during this period, was the re
ftraints put upon it; and the parliament, or rather the King, (for he was the prime 
mover in every thing) enlarged a little fome of thefe limitations ; but not to the 
degree that was requifite. A law had beeo enaCted during the reign of Henry 
the fourth t, that no man !hould bind his fon or daughter to an apprentice!hip, 
unlefs he was poffeffed of twenty fhillings a year in· land; and Henry the feventh, 
becaufe the decay of manufaCtures was complained of in Norwich from the want 
of hands, exempted that city from the penalties of this law :f:. Afterwards, the 
whole county of Norfolk obtained a like exemption with regard to fome branches 
of the·woollen manufaCture§. Thefe abfurd limitations proceeded from a defire of 
promoting hufbandry, which however is never more effect:ually encouraged than 
by the encreafe of manufatl:ures. For a like reafon, the law enaCted againft in· 
clofures, and for the keeping up farm houfes 11, fcarce deferves the high praifes 
beftowed on it by lord Bacon. If hufbandmen underftand agriculture, and have 
a ready vent for their commodities, we need never dread a diminution of the 
people, employed in the country. All methods of fupporting populoufnefs, ex
c pt by the intereft of the proprietors, are violent and ineffectual. During a cen
tury and a half after this period, there was a continual renewal of Jaws and .edicts 
againil: depopulation; whence we may infer, that none of them were ever executed. 
The natural courfe of improvement at laft provided a remedy. 

ONE great check to indull:ry in England was the ereCting corporations; an abufe 
which is not yet entirely correCted. A law was enact:ed, that corporations lhou1d 
not pafs any bye-laws without th.e confent of three of the chief officers of il:ate **. 
They were prohibited to impofe tolls at their gates tt. The cities of Glocefter 
and W orceiter had e en impofed tolls .on the Severne, which were abolilhed :tt· . 

·THERE is a law of this reign§§, containing a preamble, from which it ap
pears, -that the company of merchant adventurers .in London, had, by their own 
authority, debarred all the other merchants of the kingdom, from tradi.ng to the 

• 11 H. 7· cap. 22. 

11 4 H. 7· cap. 19. 
§§ 12H.7.cap.6. 

VoL. Ill. 

t 7 H. 7· cap. 17. 
· ~· .l9 H. 7· cap. 7· 

K 

:t: 11 H. 7· cap. li. 

tt 19 H. 7• cap. 8. 
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great marts in the low countries,. unlefs each trader previoufiy payed them the 
fum of near feventy pounds. It is furpri(ing that fuch a by-law (if it deferves that 
name) could ever be carried into execution, and that the authority of Parliament 

fhould be requifite to abrogate it. 
IT was during this reign, on the- fecond of Auguft 1492, a little before fun fet,. 

that Chriftopher Columbus, a Florentine, fet out from Cadiz on his memorable· 
voyage for the difcovery of the weftern world ; and a few years afcer • V a.fquez de 
Gama, a Partuguefe, paffed the cape of Good Hope, and opened a new paifage 
to the Eaft Indies. Thefe great events were attended with the moft important 
confequences to all the nations of Europe, even to fuch as were not immediately 
concerned in thofe naval enterprizes. The enlargement of comm~rce and naviga
tion encreafed induftry and the arts every where:- The nobles diffipated their 
fortunes in expenfive pleafures: Men of an inferior rank both acquired a fhare 
in the landed property, and cre~ted to. themfelves a confiderable property of a new 
kind, in ftock, commodities, art:. credit, and correfpondence. In fome nations the 

privileges of the commons encreafed, by this encreafe of property: In mofl: nations, 
the Kings, finding arms to be dropped by the barons, who could no longer endure 
their forn1er rude manner of life, eftablilhed ftanding armies, and mafiered the 
liberties of the kingdom ~ But in all places the condition of the people, from 
the depreffion of the petty tyrants, by whom they had formerly been oppreffed. 
rather than governed, received great improvement, and they acquired, if not 
entire liberty, at leaft the moft con.fiderable advantages of it. And a.s the gene
ral courfe of events ~hus tended to deprefs the nobles and exalt the people, Henry 
the feventh, who alfo embraced tha~t fyftem of policy, has acquired more praife, 
than his inftinnions, ftricUy fpeaking, feem of themfelves to deferve, on account 
of any profound wifdom attending th~m. 

IT was by accident only, that the King had not a confiderable hand in thofe 
great naval difcoveries, by which the prefent age was fo much diftinguifhed .. 
Columbus, after meetirrg many repulfes from the courts of Portugal and Spain, 
fent his brother Bartholomew into England., in order to explain his projects to 
I-Ienry, and crave his protection for the execution of them. Henry invited him 
to England; but his brother, in returning to Spain, being taken by pyrates, was 
Jetained in his voyage ; and Columbus, mean- while, having obtained the coun
t nance of !fabella, was fupplied, with a fmall fleet, and happ"ly executed his 
enterprize. Henry was not difcouraged by this difappointment : He fitted out 
Sebaftian Cabot, a Venetian, dwelling in Briftol; and fent him weftwards in 1498, 
in fearch of new countries. Cabot difcovered the main land of America towards 
the fixtieth degree of northern latitude: lie fai.led routhwards along the coaft~ 

and 
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and difcovered Newfoundland, and other countries: But returned to England Chap. nr. · 

without making any conqueft or fettlement. Elliot and other merchants in Brif-
1
;cc;. 

tol made a like atten1pt in 15oz *. The King expended fourteen thoufand 

pounds in building one !hip called the Great Harry f. This was properly fpeak-

ing the firft fl1ip in the Englifh navy. Before th is period, \vhen the prince 

wanted a fleet, he had no other expedient but hiring fhips from the merchants. 

BuT tho' this improvement of navigation, and the difcovery of both the Indies, 

was the moft mert\orable incident that happened during this or any other period, 

it was not the only great event by which the age was difl:inguilhed. In 1453 

Conftantinople was taken by the Turks ; and the Greeks, among whom fome 

remains of learning were frill preferved, being fcattered by thefe Barbarians, took 

fuelter in Italy, and imported, together with their admirab~e language, a tincture 

of their fcience and their refined tafte in poetry and eloquence. About the fame 

time the purity of the Latin tongue was revived, the frudy of antiquity became fa-

1hionable, and the efteem for literature gradually propagated itfelf throughout every 

nation of Europe. The art of printing, invented about that time, facilitated 

extremely the progrefs of all thefe improvements: The invention of gunpowder 

changed the whole arc of war: Mighty innovations were foon after made in reli

gion, fuch as not only affected thofe fiates that embraced them, but even thofe 

that adhered to the antient faith and worfhip : And thus a general revolution was 

made in human affairs throughout this part of the world; and men gradually at

tained that fituation with regard to commerce, arts, fciences, government, po

lice, and cultivation, in which they have ever fince perfevered. Here therefore 

~ommences the ufeful, as well as the moft agreeable part of modern annals ; cer~ 

tainty has place in all the confiderable, and even moft of the minute parts of hif

torical narration; a great variety of events, preferved by printing, give the au

thor the power of felecting, as well as adorning, the facts, which he relates ; and 

as each incident has a reference to our prefent manners and fituation, inftruB:ive 

leffons occur every moment during the courfe of the narration. Whoever carries 

his anxious refearches into preceding periods is moved by a curiofity, liberal indeed 

and commendable; not by any neceffity for acquiring a knowledge of public af~ 

fairs, or the arts of civil government. 

• Rymer, vol. xiii. p. 37• t Stowe, p. 484. 
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PQjularity of the 11ew King.--His minijlers.-Punifhment of 
Empfln and Dudley.-King's marriage.-Foreign ajjairs.
Julius the fecond.-League of Cambray. War rzvith France: 
--Expedition to Fontarabia.--D'eceit of Ferdinand.--Return 
if the Englijh.-Leo the tenth.-A Parliament.--l¥'ar with ~ 

Scotland.-Wo!fey minijler. His charaeler.-Invafion if 
France.--Battle of Guinegate.-Battle of. Flouden.-Peace) 
with France .. 

T HE death of Henry the feventh had been·attended with as open and vi.: " 
~ 150';;f 

fible a joy among the people as decency would permit ; and the acceffion · 
and coronation of nis fon, I-Ienry the eighth, fpread univerfally a de- Popularity o 

dared and unfeigned fatisfatl:ion. Inftead of a monarch, jealous, fevere, and ava- ~~n n~w 
ritious, who, in proportion as he advanced in years, was finking ftill deeper in g 

thofe unpopular vices ; a young prince of eighteen had fucceeded to the throne; 
·~ho, even in the ey_es of men of fenfe, gave very promifing hopes of hi.s future 

ea .. 
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Chap. I. conduCt, much more in thofe of the people, always enchmted with novelty, 
15°9• youth, and royal dignity. The beauty and vigour of his perfon, accompanied 

with dexterity in every manly exercife, was farther adorned vith a blooming and 
ruddy countenance, with a lively air, with the appearance of fpirit and aaivity in 
all his demeanour *. His father, in order to remove him from the knowledge of 
public bufinefs, had hitherto occupied him entirely in the ftu~y of literature; and 
the proficiency, which he made, gave no bad prognoftic of his parts and capa
city t. Even the vices of vehemence, ardour, and impatience, to which he was 
fubjett, and which afterwards degenerated into tyranny, were confidered only as 
faults, incident to unguarded youth, which would be corrected, when time had 
brought him to greater moderation and maturity. And as the contending titles 
of York and Lancafter were now at laft fully united in his perfon, men juftly ex
peCted from a prince, obnoxious to no party, that impartialtty of adminiftration, 
which had fo long been unknown in England. 

THE favourable prepoffeffions of the public were encour'l?;ed by the meafures, 
which Henry embraced in the commencement of his reign. His grandmother, 
the countefs of Richmond and Derby, was frill alive; and as lle was a woman much 
celebrated for prudence and virtue, he very wifely !hewed great deference to her 

His minifters. opinion in the eftablifhment of his new council. The members were, W arham, 
archbifhop of Canterbury, and Chancellor; the earl of Shrewfuury, fteward; 
lord Herbert, chamberlain ; Sir Thomas Lovel, m after of the wards and confta
ble of the Tower; Sir Edward Poynings, knight of the gar:er, comptroller; Sir 
Henry Marney, afterwards lord Marney; Sir Thomas Dtrcy, afterwards lord 
Darcy ; Th01nas Ruthal, doCl:or of laws ; and Sir Henry Wyat :1:· Thefe men 
had long been accuftomed to bufinefs under the late King, and were the leafr un
popular of all the minifters employed by that monarch. 

BuT the chief competitors for favour and authority under the new King were 
the earl of Surrey, treafurer, and Fox, bilhop of Winchefter, fecretary and 
privy feal. This prelate, who enjoyed great credit during all the former reign, 
had acquired fuch habits of caution and frugality as he could not eafily Jay afide ; 
.and he frill oppofed, by his remonfirances, thofe fchemes :>f diffipation and ex
pence, which the youth and paffions of Henry rendered agreeable to him. But 
Surrey was a more dexterous courtier; and tho' few had borne a greater {hare in 
the frugal politics of the laft King, he knew how to confcrm himfelf to the hu
mours of his new m after; and no one was fo forward in ?romoting that libera
lity, pleafure, and magnificence, which began to prevail under the young mo· 
narch §. By this policy he ingratiated himfelf with Henry; he made profit, as 

• T, Mori, Lucubr. p. 18 2. t Father Paul, lib. I. 

l Herbert, Stowe, pi' 486. Hollingfi1ed, p. 799· ~ Lord U(rbert. 
well 
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well as the other :ourtiers, of the la villi difpofition of his maller ; and lie en- Chap. r 
gaged him in fuel a courfe of play and idlenefs as rendered him negligent of af- 15°9· 

fairs, and willing :o entruft the government of the !late entirely into the hands 
of his miniHers. fhe immenfe tre~fures, amafred by the late King, were gra-
dpall y diffipated it the giddy expences of Henry. One party of pleafure fuc-
ceeded to another · Tilts, tournaments and caraufels were exhibited with all the 
magnificence of tha· age : And as the prefent tranquillity of the public permitted 
the court to induge itfelf in every amufement, ferious bufinefs was but little 
attended to. , Or r the K.ing intermitted the courfe of his feftivity, he employed 
himfelf chiefly in m application to mufic and literature, which were his favourite 
purfuirs, and whic1 were well adapted to his genius. He had made fuch pro-
ficiency in the forner art, as even to compofe fame pieces of church muCic 
which were fung in his chapel t. He was initiated in the elegant learning of the 
antients. And tho he was fo unfortunate as to be feduced into a ftudy of the 
barren controvediel of the fchools, which were then faihionable, and had chofen 
Thomas Aquinas hr his favourite author, he frill difcovered a capacity fitted for· 
more ufeful and entrtaining knowledge. 

THE frank and carelefs humour of the King, as it led him to diffipate the 
treafures, amaffed JY his father, rendered him negligent in protecting the inftru
tnents, whom that prince had employed in his extortions. A proclamation be
ing iffued to encrurage complaints, the rage of the people was let loofe on an: 
the informers, w lo had fo long exercifed an unbounded tyranny over the
nation * : They V~ere thrown into prifon, condemned to the pillory, and n1oft 
of them lo!t their lives by the violence of the populace. Empfon and D'udley, p· ·11: 

unumtrerrt 
who were moft ecpofed to pub Le hatred, were immediately cited before the of Empfon 

council, in order ·o anfwer f0r their conduct, \Vhich had rendered them fo ob- and Dudleya

JlOX!ous. Empfon made a fhre_,vd apology for himfclf, as wcli as for his 
afTociate. l-Ie tolt the council, that fo far from his bdng juftly obnoxious to 
cenfure for his paft conduct, his enemies themfelves grounded their clamour on 
afrions, which feened rather to merit reward and approbation : That a ftriCl: 
execution of law vas the crime, of which . e and Dudley were accufed ; tho' 
that }aw had been eftablifi1ed by the Vf':tlntary confent of the people, and tho,. 
they had acted in obedience to the King, to whom the adminiftration of juftice 
-was entrufted by t·~e confiitution : That it belonged not to them, who were in-
ftruments in the lands of the fupreme power, to determine what laws were re· 
cent or obfolete, !Xpedient or hurtful; fince they were all alike valid, fo l01~g 

t Lord Herbert. • Herbert', Stowe, p. 486~ Hollingfued, p. 799..- . Po1. Virg. lib. z7. 
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as ·they remained unrepealed by the Iegiilature : That it was natural for a 
licentious populace to murmur againft the reftraints of authority ; but all wife 
ftates had ever made their glory to confifl: in the juft diftribution of re. ward and 
punilhment, and had annexed the former to the obfervance and enforcement of 
.the laws, the latter to their violation and infraction : And that a fudden over-
throw of all government might be expected; where the judges were committed 
to the mercy of the criminals, the rulers to that of the fubjects t. 

NoTWITHSTANDING this defence, Empfon and Dudley were fent to the 
Tower ; and foon after brought to their trial. The ftrict execution of laws, how
-ever obfolete, could never be imputed to them as a crime in a court of judicature; 
and it is likely, that even where they had exercifed arbitrary power, the King, as 
they had acted by the fecret commands of his father, was not willing that their 
conduCt 1hould undergo too fevere a fcrutiny. In order, therefore, to gratify 
the people with the punilhment of thefe obnoxious minifters, crimes very impro
bable, or indeed abfolutely impoffible, were charged upon them, that they had 
entered into a confpiracy againft the King, and had intended, on the death of 
the late King, to have feized by force the adminiftration of the government. 
The jury were fo far moved by popular prejudices, joined to court influence, as 
.to give a verdict againft them ; which was afterwards confirmed by a bill of at
tainder in Parliament *, and, at the earneft de fire of the P.eople, was executed 
·by a warrant from the King. Thus., in thofe arbitrary tin1es, juftice was equally 
.violated, whether the King fought power and r-iches, or courted popularity. 

THE King, while he punilhed the inftruments of paft tyranny, had yet fuch 
<ileference to former engagements as to deliberate, immediately after his acceffion, 
concerning the confummation of his marriage with the infanta Catharine, to 

whom he was affianced during his father's lifetime. Her former marriage with 
his brother, and the inequality of their years, were the chief objections, which 
were urged againft the efpoufing her: But on the other hand, the advantages of 
her known virtue, modell:y, and f weetners of difpofltion were infifted on; the 
affection which fhe bore the King; the large dowry to which fhe was entitled 
as princefs of Wales ; the intereft of cementing .a clofe alliance with ~pain ; the 

t Herbert, Hollinfhed, p. 8o.f. 

*This parliament met on the 21ft January, 1510. A law was there enaeted, in <>rder to pr:e "' 
-vent fome abufes which had prevailed during the late reign. The forfeiture upon the penal ftatutes 
was reduced to the term of .three years. Cofts and damages were given againft informers upon 

~cquital of the accufed: More fevere punifhments were enatted againft perjury : The falfe inquifitions 
_procured by Empfon and Dudley were declared null and invalid. Traverfes were allowed ; and the 
-time of.tendering them enlarged. 1 .• H. 8. c. 8, 10, n, IZ. 
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neceffity of finding fome confederate to counterbalance -the power of France ; 
the expediency of fulfilling the engagements of the late king. When thefe 
confiderations were weighed, they determined the council, tho' contrary to the 
opinion of the primate, to give Henry their advice for corn pleating the marriage; 
which was done accordingly. The countefs of Richmond, who had concurred 
in the fame fentiments, died foon after the marriage of her grandfon. 

Chap. I. 
1509· 

June 3• 

'r.HE popularity of Henry's government, his indifputed title to the throne, r 5 1 • 

his extenfive authority, his large treafures, the tranquillity of his fubjeC1s, were 
circumftances which rendered his domeftic adminiftration eafy and profperous: 
The fituation of foreign affairs was no lefs happy and defirable. Italy continued F . f. 

frill, as during the late reign, to be the center of all the wars and negotiations fa~~::gn a ~ 
of the European princes; and Henry's alliance was courted by both fides; at the 
fame time, that he was not engaged by any immediate intereft or neceffity to 
take part with either. Lewis the twelfth of France, after the conqueft of Milan, 
was the only great prince who poffeffed any territory in Italy; and could he have 

, remained in tranquillity, he was enabled by his fituation to prefcribe laws to all 
the Italian princes and republics, and to hold the balance· among them. Bu·t the 
defire of making a conqueft of N ap1es, to which he had the fame title or pre

tenfion with his predeceffor, frill engaged him in new enterprizes; and as he 
forefaw oppofition from Ferdinand, who was connected both by treaties and 
affinity with Frederic of Naples, he endeavoured, by the offers of intereft, to 
w hi eh the ears of that monarch were ever open, to engage him in an oppofite 
confederacy. He fettled with him a plan for the partition of. the kingdom of 
Naples and the expuHion of Frederic: A plan, which the politicians of that age 
regarded as the moft egregious imprudence in the French monarch, and the 
bafeft treachery in the Spanilh. Frederir, fupported only by fubjects, who were 
either difcontented with his government, or indifferent about his fortunes, was 
unable to refift fo powerful a confederacy, and was deprived of his dominions: 
But he had the fatisfaction to fee Naples immediately prove the fource of con
tention among his enemies. Ferdinand gave fecret orders to his general, Gonfalvo, 
whom the Spaniards honour with the appellation of the great captain, to attack 

the armies of France, and make himfelf mafier of all the dominions of Naples. 
Gonfalvo prevailed in every enterprize, defeated the French in two pitched 
battles, and enfured to his prince the entire po.ffeffion of that kingdom. 
Lewis, unable to procure redrefs by force of arms, was obliged to enter into a 
fruitlefs negotiation with Ferdinand, for the recovery of his Jhare of the partition ; 

VOL. III. L and 
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and all Italy, during fome time, was held in fufpence between thefe two powerful 
monarchs. 

THERE fcarce has been any period, when the balance of power was better 
fecured in Europe, and feemed more able to maintain itfelf, without any anxious 
{'Oncern or attention of the princes. Several great monarchies were eftablifhed; 
and no one fo far furpaffed the rcft as to give any foundation, or even pretence, 
for jealoufy. England was united in domeflic peace, and by its fituation happily 
fecured from the invafion of foreigners. The coalition of the feveral kingdoms 
of Spain, had formed one powerful monarchy, which Ferdinand adminiftered 
with arts, fraudlllent indeed and deceitful, but full of vigour and ability. Lewis 
the twelfth of France, a gallant and generous prince, by efpoufing Anne of 
Britanny, widow to his predece1for, had preferved the union with that princi
pality, on which the fafety of his kingdom fo much depended. Maximilian~ 
the emperor, befides the hereditary dominions of the Auftrian family, main
tained authority in the empire, and notwichllanding his levity of difpoficion, was 
able to unite the German princes in any great plan of intereft, at leaft, of de
fence. Charles, prince of Caftile, grandfon to Maximilian and Ferdinand, had 
already fucceeded to the rich dominions of the houfe of Burgundy ; and being 
as yet in early youth, the government was entrufted to Margaret of Savoy, his 
aunt, a princefs endowed with fignal prudence and virtue. The internal force 
of thefe feveral powerful flates, which balanced each other, might long have 
maintained general tranquillity, had not the aCtive and enterprizing genius of an 
ambitious pontiff firft excited the flames of war and difcord among them. 

Julius the zd. ALEXANDER the fixth was dead; a man of a fingular charaCler, and, except-
ing his fon Crefar Borgia, aim oft the only man we read of in hiftory who has join
ed great capacity with the blackeft vices and the m oft abandoned profligacy of man
ners. After a lhort interval, J ulius the fecond had fucceeded to the papal throne, 
who, tho' endowed with many virtues, gave almoft as much fcandal to the world 
as his detefted predeceffor. His virtues were deemed u,nfuitable to his fration of 
fovereign pontiff, the fpiritual judge and common father of all chriftians. Ani
mated with an unextinguifhable thirft of glory, inflexible in his fchemes, undaunt
ed in his enterprizes, indefatigable in his purfuits; magnanimous, imperious~ 
domineering; his vaft foul broke thro' all the fetters, w hi eh old age and a prieftly' 
charaCter impofed tlpon it, and, during his pontificate, kept the world in pt>rpe-

League of 
Cambray. 

tual agitation. By his intrigues, a league had been formed at Cambray *, be
tween himfelf, Maximinan the emperor, Lewis the twelfth of France,. and Fer· 

7 
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dinand of Arragon i and the object of this great confederacy was to overwhelm, 

. by their united arms, the commonwealth of Venice. 

THIS illufrrious commonwealth, the great bulwark of Europe againft the Bar
barians, and the admired model of civil polity, had rifen to a confiderable power, 
and began to n1ake a figure, which during that age bore fome proportion to that 
of the great monarchies. Her riches furpaffed thofe of any European city, her 
finances were great, her commerce extenfive, her naval power formidable, her 
armies numerous and well fupplied. Trufting only to her own power, fue had 
neglected to maintain a cordial friend !hip with any other ftate; and by the endlefs 
political fufpicions, which fue entertained even of her beft allies, fue had taught 
them to regard her progrefs with like jealoufy. No ftate could reafonably complain 
of any injuftice and ufurpations in her meafures: But as great monarchs never fee 
without difpleafure a republic nearly on a level with themfelves, it was eafy for J u

lius, by his negotiations among the European princes, to compleat his fcheme of 
a confederacy againft her. Ferdinand defired to wreft from the Venetians fome 
towns on the coaft of Naples, which his predeceffor had voluntarily, for money, 

· configned into their hand: Lewis propofed to recover a part of the territory of 
Milan, which he himfelf had delivered to them by treaty: Maximilian laid 
claim to great part of their dominions, which they had acquired from petty 
princes or tyrants, that had formerly, as he pretended, in fome diftant period, 
ufurp~d them from the empire: The pope, from like pretences, challenged ano
ther part of their dominions, as the patrimony of the church. In order to cover 

--the fcheme of this confederacy, the cardinal cl' Amboife, prime minifter of France, 
had met at Cambray with Margaret of Savoy, under colour of accommodating 
a difference between her and the duke of Guelders; and it was there, that the 
alliance againft V en ice was fecretly figned by the contraCting powers; and all the 
meafures of operation concerted *. 

THE Venetians were apprifed of their danger, and prepared themfelves for 
refill:ance. They provided every means of defence, except the moft etfential, 
brave and warlike forces, which it is impoffible to raife, where the ideas of 
military glory are extingui!hed, and men have, from long habit, acqL:ired 
other objects of ambition. They fent into the field an army of 4o,ooo men, 
under experienced leaders, the count of Pitigliano and Bartholomew Alviano; 
and hoped, that fo great a force would fecure them from the invafion of Lewis 
who had led an army into Italy, and firft took the field againft them. But the 
martial nobility of France, headed by their gallant fovereign, utterly difcom
fited thefe enervated forces; and in the aCtion of Ghierrada9da the power and 

~ Guicciardini, lib. 8. Bembo. 
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Chap. r. glory of Venice, the refult of confummate wifdom-, and the work of ages, 
. 1510. fuffered in one day a check, hich it has never yet been able thoroughly to 

recover *. Difmayed with this lofs, the Venetians took a hafty refolution of 
abandoning all their dominions on the continent of Italy; and they accordingly 
withdrew their garrifo1 s from every place, and freed their fubjeCl:s from their 
oaths of allegiance. Lcwis immediately put himfelf in poffeffion of Cremona, 
Bergamo, BrefCia, Creme, and all the places which had been difmembered from 
the Mitanefe. Even Verona, Padua, Vicenza, and other towns, which, by the 
treaty of Cambray, fell under the partition of Maximilian, offered to open their 
gates to the French monarch. Had Maximilian, inftead of wafting his time at 
Trent, led his force ; early into Italy, an end had been put for ever to the power 
and dominion of Venice. But Lewis, well acquainted with the ficklenefs and 
inconftancy of _that prince, was determined to give him no pretext for deferting 
his alliance; and therefore ordered the magiftrates of thofe towns to make their 
fubmiffions to the emperor, ·whom, he told them, they were now to regard as 
their lawful fovereign f. The Venetian fenate, obferving thofe delays, and re
marking the extreme regret, which their fubjeCts difcovered on lofing the ·mild 
and equitable government .of the republic $, began again to affume courage, and 
reinil:ated themfelves in the dominion of thofe cities, which they had abandoned. 
From this time, their prudence and found policy gave a check to the malignity 
of their fortune and the fuperiority of their enemies. They voluntarily n1ade a 
facrifice to Ferdinand of thofe towns, which he laid claim to, and thereby de
tached him from the alliance §.' They gratified the ambition of the Pope by a 
like facrifice; and farther flattered his vanity by the loweft obeifance and the moft 
dutiful fubmiffions 11· Aft_er trying like arts with Maximilian, and finding his 
pretenfions to be utterly exorbitant, they rouzed their patriot fpirit, and prepared 
tnemfelves for refiftance, with a courage, which, tho' ill feconded by the unwar
like genius of their people, might have done honour to the Roman fenate during 
the moft flourifliing period of the republic. 

Tn E great force and fecure fituation of the confiderable monarchies, prevented 
any one of them from afpiring to any conqueft of moment; and tho' this con- . 
fideration could not maintain general peace, or remedy the natural inquietude 
of men, it rendered the princes of this age more eafy in deferring engagements 
and changing their alliances, in which they were retained more by humour and 
caprice than by any natural or durable intereft. J ulius had no fooner humbled 
the V enetian republic, than he was infpired with a nobler ambition, that of 

• Seiffel. hiil. Louis XII. St. Gelais, Guicciard. lib. 8. t Buonacorfi, Petrus de Angleria, 
ep:f.t 418. t Guicciard . lib. 8. § Petrus de Angleria. ~ Bembo~ 

expelling 



HEN R' Y VIII.· 77 

expelling all foreigners from Italy, or, to fpeak in the· fiile affected by the Ita
Jians of that age, the freeing that country entirely from the dominion of the 
Barbarians*· He was determined to make the tempeft fall firft upon Lewis; 
and in order to pave the way for this great enterprize, he at once fought for a 
ground of quarrel with that monarch, and courted the alliance of other princes. 
He declared war againft the Duke of Ferrara, the confederate of Lewis. He 
folicited the favour of England, by fending Henry a facred roft>, perfum.ed 
with mufk and anointed with chrifm t. He engaged in his intereft Bambridge, 

archbifhop of York, and Henry's ambaffador at Rome, whom he foon after 

created cardinal. He drew over Ferdinand to his fide, tho' that monarch, at 

firfr, made no declaration of his intentions. And what he chiefly valued, he 
framed a treaty with the Swifs cantons, who, enraged by fome neglects put 
upon them by Le\\- is, accompanied with contumelious expreffions, had deferted 
the alliance of France, and waited an opportunity of revenging themfelves on 

that nation. 
LEWIS was determined not to abandon the duke of Ferrara, who fuffered 

merely for his attachment to the crown of France. Chaumont, his lieutenant in 

the Milanefe, received orders to defend him againft J ulius, who, fupported 
by his own dauntlefs fpirit, and confiding in the facrednefs of his character, had 

fet his enemy at defiance. By a happy and unexpeEted movement, Chaumont 
furrounded the pope and all his court at Bologna; ancl had he not allowed himfelf 
to be amufed by a treaty, which his profound refpeB: for the holy father made him 
the more willing to hearken to, he had been able, without any bloodfhed, to 
have reduced him to captivity. Finding himfelf expofed to fevere cenfure for 
not puiliing his advantages, he was agitated with fuch violent regret that he fell 
into a languifi1ing illnefs, of which he foon <tfcer died ; tho' oppofite remorfes 

took place on his death-bed, and he very humbly craved of his holinefs a re

million of his gritvous fin, in having at all born arms againfr him :1: 

WHILE the French monarch repelled the· attacks of his enemies, he thought it 
alfo requifite to make an atatck on the pope himfelf, and to defpoil him, as much 
as poffible, of that fJcred character, which chiefly rendered him formidable. He 
engaged fome cardinals, difgufted with the violence of J ulius, to defert him ; 
ana by their authority, he was determined, in conjunCtion with Maximilian 
who fiill adhered to his alliance, to call a general council, which might reforn1 
the church, and check the exorbitancies of the .Roman pontiff. A council was 

• G uicciard. lib. 8. 
la Ligue de Cambray. 

t Spelman, Concil. vol. ii. p. 72 5· 
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Chap. I. fummoned at Pifa, which from the beginning bore a very inaufp[cious afpecr, and 
J 5 'I· promifed little fuccefs to its adherents. Except a few French biiliops, who un

willingly obeyed their King's orders in attending the council, all the other pre
lates kept at a diftance from an aifembly, which they regarded IS the offspring of 
faCtion, intrigue, and worldly politics. Even Pifa, the place cf their refidence, 
!howed them figns of contempt; which engaged them to transfer their feffion to 
Milan, a town under the dominion of the French monarch. Notwithftanding 
this advantage, they did not experience much more refpeCtful tteatment from the 
inhabitants of Milan; and found it neceffary to make another remove to Lyons *. 
Lewis himfelf fortified thefe violent prejudices in favour of the papal authority, 
by the fymptoms which he difcovered of regard, deference, and fubmiffion to 
J ulius, whom he always fpared, even when fortune had thrown into his hands 
the rnoft inviting opportunities of humbling him. And as it was known, that 
his con fort, who had great authority with him, was extremely d fquieted in mind, 
oq account of his diffentions with the holy father, all men prognofticated to 
J uiius final fuccefs in this unequal conteft. 

THAT enterprizing pope knew his advantages, and availed himfelf of them 
with the utn1oft temerity and infolence. So much had he neglected his pontifical 
characcer, that he affifted in perfon at the fiege of Mirandola, vifited the 
trenches, faw fome of his attendants killed by his fide~ and, like a young fol
(lier, chearfully bore all the rigours of winter and a fevere feaion, in purfuit of 
rniljtary glory t : Yet was he ftill able to throw, even on his mol moderate oppo
nents, the charge of impiety and prophanenefs. He fummoned a council at the 
Lateran: He put Pifa under an interdicr, and all the places whi:h gave lhelter to 
the fchifmatical council: He excommunicated the cardinals and prelates who at
tended it: He even diretl:ed his fpiritual thunders againft the princes who adhered 
to it: He freed their fubjeccs from all oaths of allegiance, an:I gave their do
minions, to every one, who could take poffeffion of them. -

FERDINAND of Arragon, who had acquired the firname of the Catholic, ·re.: 
15IZ· garded the caufe of the pope and of religion only as a cover to his ambition and 

felfifh politics: Henry, naturally fincere and fanguine in his temper, and the 
mort> fo on account of his youth and inexperience, was moved with a hearty de
fire of protecting the pope from that oppreffion, to which he beleved him expofed 

· from the ambitious enterprizes of Lewis. Hopes had been givm him by J ulius, 
that the title of the moft Chriflian King, which had hitherto bee1 annexed to the 
t _rown of France, and which was regarded as its moft precious ~rnament, would, 

.• quicciardinj, lib. 10, t Guicciardini, lib, 9· 
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in reward of his r.rvices, be transferred to that of England *. Impatient alfo of Ch r ....... ap •• 
acquiring that ditinetion in Europe, to which his power and opu ence entitled 15 rz. 
htm, he could mt long remain neuter amidfl the noife of arms; and the natur,ll 
enmity of the E1glilh againft France, as well as their antient claims upon that 
kingdom, led H!nry to join that alliance which the pope, Spain; and Vtnice had 
formed againft 1he French monarch. A herald was fent to Paris, to exhort 
Lewis not to wate impious war againft the pope; and when he returned without 
fuccefs, another vas fent to make a demand of the antient patrimonial provinces, War with 
An1ou, Maine, Guienne, and Normandy. This meffage was underftood as a Ftrhancfe.F b 

~ 4- o e rtt-
declaration of Wcr; and a Parliament, being fummoned, readily granted fupplies ary. 
for a purpofe fo nuch favoured by the Englifh nation t. 

BuoNAVISO, aa agent of the pope at London, had been corrupted by the 
court of France, and had previoufly revealed to Lewis all the meafures which 
Henry was conc(rting againft him. But this infidelity did the King inconfide
rable prejudice, h comparifon of what he experienced from the felfilh purpofes of 
the ally, to whon he chiefly trufted for affiftance. Ferdinand, his father-in-Jaw, 
had fo long perfe,.ered in a courfe of crooked politics, that he began even to value 
himfelf on his de{terity in fraud and artifice; and he made a boafi: of thofe fhame
ful fucceffes. Being told one day, that Lewis the twelfth, a prince of a very 
different charaCter, had complained that he had once cheated him: "He lies, 
~' the drunkard!' faid he, " I have cheated him above twenty times.'' This 
prince confidered his clofe connexion with Henry, only as the means which ena
bled him the bttter to take advantage of his want of experience. He ad
vifed him not to ilvade France by the way of Calais, where he himfelf 1hould not 
have it in his pover to affift him : He exhorted him rather to fend forces to Fon
tarabia, whence re could eafily make a conqueft of Guienne, a province, in which, 
it was imagined, the Englilh had ftill fome adherents. He promifed to affift this Expediti~n to 

conqueft by the jmCtion of a Spanilh army. And fo forward did he feem to Fontarabia. 

promote the inteeft of his fon-in-law, that he even fent veifels into England, to 
tranfport over th( forces which Henry had levied for that purpofe. The marguefs 
of Doriet comma1ded thefe troops, which confifted of ten thoufand men, moftly . 
infantry; the lore Howard, fon to the earl of Surrey, the lord Brok~"\ lord F cr-
rars, and many o·hers of the young gentry and nobility, accompanied him in this 
fervice All wereor fire to dtftinguilh themfelves by military atchievements, and 
to make a conquet of importance for their m after. The fecret purpofe of Ferdi-
nand in this unexc:mpjed generofity was fufpeCted by no body. 

• G:11 c1ard. Jib 11. P. Danlel, volli. p. 1893• Herbert. Hollingflied, p. 831. 
t Herbert, llollirg!hed, p~ 8u. 
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THE fmall kinodom ofNavarre lies on the frontiers between France and Spain; 
and as John d' Albert, the prefent King, was connected in friend!hip and alliance 
with Lewis, the opportunity feemed favourable to Ferdinand, while the Engli!h 

forces were conjoined with his own, and while all adherents to the council of Pifa 

lay under the fentence of excommunication, to put himfelf in poffeffion of thefe 

dominions. · No fooner, therefore, was Dorfet landed in Guipifcoa, than the 

Spanilh monarch declared his readinefs to join him with his forces, to make 

jointly an invafion of France, and to form the fiege of Bayonne, which opened 

the way into Guienne *: But he remarked to the Engli!h general how dangerous 
it might prove to leave behind them the kingdom of Navarre, which, being in clofe 

alliance with France, could eafily give admittance to the enemy, and cut off all com
munication between Spain and the combined armies. To provide againfl: fo dan

gerous an event, he required, that John !hould ftipulate a neutrality in the prefent 

war; and when that prince expreffed his w illingnefs to enter into any engagement 

for that purpofe, he alfo required that he !hould give fecurity for his ftrict obferv

ance of it. John having likewife agreed to this condition, Ferdinand demanded, 

that he !hould deliver into his hands. fix of the moft confiderable places of his do

minions, together with his eldeft fon as a hoftage. Thefe were not conditions to 

be propofed to a fovereign; and as the Spanifh monarch expected a refufal, he 

gave immediate orders to the duke of Alva, his genera], to make an i~vafion of 

N avarre, and to reduce the whole kingdom to fubjeB:ion. Alva foon made him

felf mafter of all the fmaller towns; and being ready to form the .liege of Pampe

]una, the capital, he fummoned the marquifs of Dbrfet to join him with the 
Engli!h army, and to concert together all their operations. 

DoRSET began to fufpeB:, that his m after's interefts were very little regarded in 
all thefe tranfaB:ions; and having no orders to invade the kingdom of N avarre, 

or make war any where but in France, he refufed to take any part in that enter

prize. He remained therefore in his q~arters at Fontarabia; but fo politic was 

the contrivance of Ferdinand, that even while the Englifh army lay in .that fitu• 

ation, it was almofl: equally ferviceable to his purpofts, as if it had acted in con

junCtion with his own. It kept the French army in awe, and prevented it from 

advancing to fuccour the kingdom of Navarre; fo that Alva, having fullleifure 

to conduct the fiege, made himfelf rnafterof Pampeluna, and obliged John to feek 

for fhelter in France. The Spani!h general applied again to Dorfet, and pro

pofed to conduct with united councils the operations of the holy league, fo it was 

called, againft Lewis: But as he frill declined forming the .liege of Bayonne, and 

rather infifted on the invafion of the principality of Bearne, a part of the king 

• Herbert. Hollingfhed, p. 81 3· 

of 
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0f N avarre's dominions, which lies on the French fide of the Pyrenees, Dorfet, Chap. I. 

jufl:ly fufpicious of his finifl:er intentions, reprefented, that, without new orders 15IZ 

from his mafl:er, he could not concur in fuch an undertaking. In order to procurl! 

fuch orders, Ferdinand difpatched Martin de Ampios, as his envoy, to London; 
and perfuaded Henry, that, by the refractory and fcrupulous humour of the Englifh 
general, the mofl: favourable opportunities were loft, and that it was necdfary he 

. ihould, in all things, act in concert with the Spanifh commander, who was befl: ac
quainted with the fituation of the country, and the reafons of every operation. 
But before orders to this purpofe reached Spain, Dorfet had become extremely im

patient; and obferving that his farther fl:ay ferved not to promote the main under-

taking, and that his army was daily perifhing by want and ficknefs, he demanded 
fhipping from Ferdinand to tranfport them back into England. Ferdinand, who 

was bound by treaty to furr.ifh him with this fupply, whenever demanded, was at 
laft, after many delays, obliged to yield to his importunity ; and Dorfet, em· Retu:n of th 

barking his troops, prepared himfelf for the voyage. Meanwhile, a meffenger Engh!h 

arrived with orders from Henry, that the troops ihould remain in Spain; 

but the foldiers were fo difcontented with the treatment which they had met with, 

that they mutinied, and obliged their cotnmanders to fet fail for England. 
Henry was much difpleafed with the ill fuccefs of this enterprize; and it was with 

difficulty, that Dorfet, by explaining the fraudulent intentions of Ferdinand, was 
at lafl able to appeafe him. 

THERE happened this furnmer an aB:ion at fea, which brought not any more 
decifive advantage to the Englifh. Sir Thomas Knevet, mafter of Horfe, 
was fent to the coaft of Britanny with a fleet of forty-five fail ; and he 

carried with him Sir Charles Brand on, Sir John Carew, and many other young 
courtiers, who longed for an opportunity of difplaying their valour. After 

committing fome depredations, a French fleet of thirty -nine fail iffued fi·om Breft, 

under the command of Primauget ¥, and began an engagement with the Englifh. 
Primauget's· fbip was fet on fire, who finding his deftruction inevitable, bore down 

upon the veffel of the Englifh admiral, and grappling with her, refolved to make 
her ihare the fame fate. The !hips of both fleets ftood for fome time in fufpence, 
as fpectators of this dreadful engagement ; and all men faw with horror the flames 
which confumed both veffels, and heard the cries of fury and defpair which came 

from the miferable combatants. At laft, the French veffel blew up; and at the 
fame time deftroyed the Englifh t. The reft of the French fleet made their 
efcape into different harbours. 

• Or rather Porfmauget, according toP. DaniePs conjecture, vol. II. p. 1901. Hence the Englifh 
feamen called him Sir Pierce Morg:w. 

t Polydore Virg. lib. 27. Sto~c, p. 490. Lanquet's epitome of clironiclcs, fol. 273. 
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THE war, which England waged againft France, though it brought little 
Chap. I. 

ISI2. advantage to the former kingdom, was of infinite prejudice to the latter; and by 
obliging Lewis to withdraw his forces for the defence of his own dominions, loft 
him that fuperiority, which. his arms in the beginning of the campaign, had at

tained in Italy. Gafton de Foix, his nephew, a young hero, had been entrufted 
with the command of the French forces ; and in a few months performed fuch 
feats of military art and prowefs, as were fufficient to render illuftri9us the whole 

life of the oldeft captain*. His career finifhed with the great battle of Ravenna, 
which, after the moft obfl:inate confliCt, he gained over the Spanifh and papal 

armies. He peri!hed the very moment his viCtory was corn pleat; and with him 
peri!hed the fortune of the French arms in Italy. The Swifs, who had rendered 
themfelves extremely formidable by their bands of difciplined infantry, invaded 

the Milanefe with a numerous army, and raifed up that inconftant people to a re"' 

volt againft the dominion of France. Genoa followed the example of that dutchy;. 
and thus Lewis, in a few weeks, entirely loft his Italian conquefts, except fome 

1 5'3 · garrifans ; and Maximilian Sforza, the fon of Ludovic, was again re-inflated in 

poffeffion of Milan. 
JuLitJS difcovered extreme joy on the difcomfiture of the French; and the· 

more fo, as he had been beholden for it to the Swifs, a people, whofe councils, 

zdl: of Fe- he hoped, he fhould always be able to govern and direct.. The pontiff furvivtd 
bruary. this fuccefs a very little time ; and in his place was chofen John de Medici, who· 

Leo the tenth. took the appellation of Leo the tenth, and proved one of the moft illuilrious 
princes that ever fat on that throne. Humane, beneficent, generous, affable; the 
patron of every art, and friend of every virtue t; he had a foul no lefs capable of 
forming great defigns than his predeceffor, but was more gentle, pliant, and artful

in employing means for the execut" on of them. By his negotiations, the emperor 
Maximilian was detached from the French intereft ; and Henry, notwithftanding. 

his difappointments in the former campaign, was frill encouraged to profecute his 

warlike meafures againft Lewis. 

A Parliament. HEN R v had fummoned a new feffion of parliament t, and obtained a fupply 
for his enterprize. It was a poll -tax, and impofed different fums, according to 
the ftation and riches of the perfon. A duke payed ten marks, an earl five 
pounds, a lord four pounds, a knight four marks; every man valued at eight 

hundre' pounL~ S in goods, four marks. An impofition was alfo granted of tw() 
fifteenths and four tenths§. With thefe fupplies, joined to the treafure which 
had been left by his father, and which was not yet entirely diffipated, he was enabled 
to ·levy a great army, and render himfelf very formidable to his enemy. The 

• G uicciard. lib. 10. t Father Paul, lib. 1. .t 4th of November, 1512• § Stowe. 
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Englifu are faid to have been much encouraged in this enterprize, by the arrival Chap. I . 

of a veffel in the Thames under the papal banner. It carried prefents of wine and 1513 · 

hams to the King, and all the moft eminent courtiers ; and fuch fond devotion wa~ 
at that time entertained towards the court of Rome, that thefe trivial prefents were 
every where received with the greateft triumph and exultation. 

:IN order to prevent all difturbance from Scotland, while Henry's arms fhould 
be employed on the continent, Dr. Weft, Dean of Wind for, was diipatched on an 
embaffy to James, the King's brother-in-law; and inftruB:ions were given him to 
accommodate all differences between the kingdoms, as well as to difcover the in-
tentions of the court of Scotland*. Some complaints had already paffed on both 
fides. One Barton, a Scotfman, having fuffered injuries from the Portugueze, for 
;which he could obtain no redrefs, had procured Jetters of marque againft that 

nation ; ·but he had no fooner got to fea, than he abufed this liber.ty, committed 
depredations upon the Englifh, and much infefted the narrow feast. Lord How-
ard and Sir Edward How.ard, admirals, and fons to the earl of Surrey, failing 
out againft him, fought him in a defperate rencounter, where the pyrate was 
killed ; and they brought his fhips into the Thames. As Henry refufed 
all fatisfaction for this aB: of ~uftice, fome of the borderers, who wanted but a 
pretence for depredations, entered England, under the command of Lord Hume, 
warden of the marches, and committed great ravages on that kingdom. Not
withfl:anding thefe mutual grounds of diffatisfaB:ion, matters might eafily have 
been accommodated, had it not been for Henry's intended invafion of France, 
which rouzed up the jealoufy of the Scottifh nation t· The antient league, which 
fubfifted between France and Scotland, was conceived to be the ftrongeft band of 

~ connexion; and the Scots univerfally believed, that, were it not for the coun- War with 

tenance which they received fron1 this foreign alliance, they had never been able fo Scotland. 

long to maintain their independence againft a people fo much .fuperior in force and 
richfs. James was farther incited to take part in the quarrel by the invitatipns of 
Anne, queen of France, whofe kn\ght he had ever in all tournaments profeft him-
felf, and who fummoned him, according to the ideas of romantic gallantry, pre-
valent in that age, to take the field in her defence, and prove himfelf her true 
and valorous champion. The remonftrances of his confort and of his wifeft 
counfellors, were in vain oppofed to the martial ardour of that prince. He 
firft fent a fguadron of fhips to the affiftance of France; the only fleet which 
Scotland feems ever to have poffeffed. And though he made profeffion ftill to 
maintain a neutrality, the Englifu ~mbaffador eafi!y forefaw, that a war would 

*' Po1ydore Virgil, lib. 27. t Stowe, p. 489. Hollingfhed, p. 81 I. t Buchannan, lib. 13. 

Drummond in the life of James lV. 
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prove in the end inevitable, and he gave warning of the danger to his n'la.{l:er, wf1o 
fent the earl of Surrey to put the borders in a pofture of defence, and to rd1fl: the 

invafion of the enemy. 
HENRy, all on fire for military fame, was little difcouraged by this ap

pearance of a diverfion from the North; and fo much the lefs, as he flattered him
felf with the affiHance of all the confiderable potentates of Europe in his invafion 
of France. The pope ftill continued to thunder out his excommunications againft 
Lewis, and all the adherents to the ; fchifmatical council : The Swifs cantons made 
profeffions of the moft violent animofity againft France : The ambaffadors of 
Ferdinand and Maximilian had figned with thofe of Henry a treaty of alliance 
againft that power, and had fl:ipulated the time and place of their intended inva
fion : And though Ferdinand difavowed his ambaffador, and even figned a truce 
for a twelvemonth with the common enemy; Henry was not yet fully convincea 
of his felfifh and finifter intentions, and ftill hoped for his concurrence after the 

expiration of that term. He had now got a minifter who complied with all his in

clinations, and fhttered him in every fcheme to which his fanguine and impetuous 

temper was inclined. 

THOMA~ WoLSEY, dean of Lincoln, and almoner to the King, furpaffed in 

favour all his minifters and courtiers, and was faft advancing towards that un
rivalled grandeur, which he afterwards attained. This man was the fon of a 
butcher at Ipfwich ; but having got a learned education, and being endowed with 
·an excellent capacity, he was admitted into the marquis of Dorfees family as tutor 
to that noblernan's children, and foon gained the friendfhip and countenance of 

his patron*. He was recommended as chaplain to Henry the feventh, and being 
employed oy that monarch in a fecret negotiation, which regarded his intended 

marriage with Margaret of Savoy, Maximilian's daughter, he acquitted himfelf 
to the King's fatisfaction; and obtained the praife both of dilige_nce and dexterity 
in his conduCt+. That prince having given him a commiffion to Maximiiian, 
who at that time refided in Bruffels, was furprized, in lefs than three days after, 
to fee Wolfey prefent himfelf before him ; and fuppofing that he had protratl:ed . 

his departure, he began to reprove him for the dilatory execution of his orders. 
W olfey informed him, that he was j"uft returned from Bruffels, and had fucceff
fully fulfilled all his majef.l:y's commands. " But on fecond thoughts'," fa'd 

the King, " I found that fomewhat was· omitted in your orders; and have· fent 

"' a meifenger after you with fuller inflruCtions." " I met the meffenger ," · 
replied· W olfey, " on my return: But as I had reflected on that omiffion, I ven-

• Stowe, P· 997· t Cavendifh~ Fiddes'slife of Wolfey. Scowe. 
6. "' tured . 
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" tu red of myfelf to execute what, I knew, muft be your majefty's intentions." 
The death of Henry, foon after this incident, was the reafon why W olfey reaped 
no advantage from the good opinion, which that monarch had entertained of hiin: 
But from that moment he was looked on at court as a riling man ; and Fox, biihop 
of Winchefter, caft his eye upon him as one, who might be ferviceable to him in 
his prefent fituation *. This prelate, obferving that the earl of Surrey had total
ly eclipfed hin1 in favour, refolved to introduce Wolfey into the young prince's 
familiarity, and hoped that he might rival Surrey in his infinuating arts, and 
yet be contented to act in the cabinet a part fubordinate to Fox himfelf, who 

had promoted him. In a very little time, Wolfey gained fo much on Henry's 
good graces, that he fupplanted both Surrey in his favour, and Fox in his trufl: 
and confidence. Being admitted to the King's parties of pleafure, he took the· 
lead in every jovial converfation, and promoted all that frolic and entertainment,. 
which he found fuitable to the age and inclination of the young monarch. Nei

ther his own years, which were near forty, nor his charaCter of a clergyman, 
were any reftraint upon him, or engaged him to check, by any ufdefs feverity, . 
the gaiety, in which l-Ienry, who had fmall propenfion to debauchery, paffed his 

carelefs hours. During the intervals of amufement he introduced bufinefs and 

ftate affairs, and infinuated thofe maxims of conduct, which he was deftrous his 
mafter ib.ould adopt. He obferved to him; that, while he entrufted his affairs into · 
the hands of his father's counfellors, he had the advantage indeed of employing 
men of wifdom and experience, but men who owed not their promotion to his fa.: 
vour, and who fcarce thought themfelves accountable to him for the exercife of" 
their a\lthority : That by the factions, and cabals, and jealoufies, which pre-· 
vailed among them, they more obftruB:ed the ad van cement of his affairs, than 
they promoted it by the knowledge which age and practice had conferred upon 
them : That while he thought proper to pafs his time in thofe pleafures, to which. 

his age and royal fortune invited him, and in thofe ftudies, which would in time 
enable him to fway the fceptre with abfolute authority, his beft fyftem of govern:.. 
ment would be to intrufi his authority into the hands of fome one perfon, who was 
the creature of his will, and who could entertain no view but that of promoting 
his fervice : And that if this minifter had alfo the fame relifh for pleafure with him:.. 

felf, and the fame taffe for fcience; he could the more eafily, at intervals,, account 
to him for his whole conduCt, and introduce his mafter gradually into the know-· 
ledge of public bufinefs, and thus, without tedious conftraint or application, initiate · 

him in the fcience of governme~t t. 

· Antiq~ Brit. Eclef. p. 309. Polydore Virgii, lib', 27. t ' Cavendiili, p. t 2 • Stowe, 4.99· 
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Chap. I. 
I 51 3· 

HENRY entered into all the views of Wolfey; and finding no one fo capable of 
executing this plan of adminiftration as the perfon who propofed it, he foon ad- . 
vanced his favourite, from being the companion of his carelefs hours, to be a mem· 
ber of his council; and from being a member of his council, to be his foie and ab· 
folute minifter. By this rapid advancement and uncontrouled authority, the cha
raCter and genius of Wolfey had full opportunity to difplay itfelf. Infatiable in 

Hischaraaer. his acquifitions, but ftill more magnificent in his expence: Of extenfive capacity, 
but ftill more unbounded enterprize: Ambitious of power, but ftill more defirous 
of glory: Jnfinuating, engaging, perfuafive; and, by turns, lofty, elevated, com
manding : Haughty to his equals, but affable to his dependants ; oppreffive to the 
people, but liberal to his friends; more generous than grateful ; 1efs moved by in
juries than by contempt; he feemed framed to take the afcendant in every inter
courfe with otherst but exerted this fuperiority of nature with fuch oftentation as 
expo fed him to envy, and made every one willing to recal the original inferiority 

or rather meannefs of his for June. 
THE branch of adminiftration, in which Henry moft exerted himfelf, while 

he gave his entire confidence to Wolfey, was the military, which, as it fuited the 
natural gallantry and bravery of his temper, as well as the ardour of his youth, 
was the principal objeCt of his attention. Finding, that Lewis had made great 
preparations both b~, fea and land to refift him, he was no lefs attentive to raife a 

formidable army and equip a confiderable fleet for the invafion of France. The 
command of the fleet was intrufted to Sir Edward Ho ward ; who, after fcouring 
the channel f01ne time, prefented himfelf before Breft, where the French navy 
then lay; and he challenged them to a combat. The French admiral, who ex
pected from the Mediterranean a reinforcement of fome gallies under the com
mand of Prejeant <le Bidoux, kept within the harbour, and faw with patienct~ 

the Englifh burn and deftroy the country in the neighbourhood. At laft Prejeant 
arrived with fix gallies, and put into Conquet, a place within a few le~gues of 
Breft, where he fecured himfelf behind fome batteries, which he had planted on 
rocks, that lay on each fide of him. Howard was notwithftanding determined 

2 
sth April. to make an attack ; and as he had but two gallies, he took himfelf the command 

of one, and gave the other to Devereux lord F errars. He was followed by fome 
row-barges and fome crayers under the command of Sir Thomas Cheyney, Sir 
William Sidney, and other officers of diftinetion. He immediately faftened on 
Prejeant's fhip, and leapt on board of her, attended with one Carroz, a Spa
nifu cavalier, and feventeen Englifhmen. The cable, meanwhile, which fafiened 
his fhip to that of the enemy, being cut, the admiral was thus left in the hands 
of the French ; and as he ftill continued the fight with great gallantry, he was 

pulhed 
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pu1hed overboard by their pikes*. Lord Ferrars, feeing the admiral's galley fall off, 

followed with the other veffels; and the whole fleet was fo difcouraged by the lofs 

of their admiral, that they retired from before Breft t. The French navy came 
out of harbour; and even ventured to invade the coaft of Suffex. They were re· 

pulfed, and Prejeant, their admiral, loft an eye by the fhot of an arrow. Lord 
Howard, brother to the deceafed admiral, received the command of the Engli!h 
fleet; and little memorable paffed at fea during this fummer. · 

GREAT preparations had been making at land,. during the whole winter, for 
an invafion of France by the way of Calais; but the fummer was well advanced 
before every thing was in fufficient readinefs for the intended enterprize. The 
long peace, which the kingdom had enjoyed,. had fomewhat unfitted the Englilh 
for military expeditions ; and the great change, which had lately been introduced. 
in the art of war, had rendered it frill more difficult to inure them to the ufe 

of the weapons now employed in aCtion. The Swifs, and after them the Spaniards, 
had fhewn the advantage of a ftable infantry, who fought with pike and fword, 
and were able to repulfe even the heavy-armed cavalry, in which the great force 

of the armies formerly confifted. The praCtice of fire-arms was become very 

common; tho' the caliver, which was the weapon now ufed, was fo inconvenient, 
and attended with fo many difadvantages, that it had not entirely difcredited the
ufe of bows, a weapon in which the Engli!h excelled all European nations. The 
Englifu archers fiill maintained their reputation ; and even during the prefent: 
reign, the king's allies had folicited him for fupplies of this kind. The fecon& 
year after his acceffion, he fent a thoufand archers, under the command of lord 
Dacres, to the affiftance of Ferdinand, his father-in-law, in his projeCted expe

dition againft the Moors of Barbary; but as that prince turned his arms againft 
the French in Italy, Darcy was fent back without being employed in any fervice. 
The King had alfo fent fifteen hundred archers under the command of Sir Edward 
Poinings to the affiftance of Margaret, dutchefs of Savoy, who made ufe of them 
with great advantage againft the duke of Guelders, the great difturber of the 
Netherlands. A confiderable part of the forces~ which Henry now levied for. 
the invafion of France, confifted alfo of archers; and fo foon as affairs were in 
readinefs, the vanguard of the army, amounting to 8ooo men, under the com .. 

m and of the earl of Shrewfbury, failed over to Calais. Shrewlbury was accom-

* It was a maxim of Howard"s, that no admiral was good for any thing, that was not brave even~ 

to a degree of m .1dnefs. As the fea fcrvice requires much lefs plan and contrivance and capacity than. 

the land, this maxim has great plaufibility and appearance of truth: Though the fate- of Howardr 

kimfelf may ferve as a proof that even there courage ought to be tempered with difcretion. 

t Stowe, p. 491. Herbert, Holllng01ed, p. 816. 
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C
. r panied with the earl of Derby, the lords Fitzwater, I-Iafting('~ Cobham, and Sir 
IHf'. • ._, 

1 s 1 3· !{ice ap Thomas, captain of the light horfe. Another body of 6ooo tnen foon 
after followed under the command of lord Herbert, the cl~amberlain, attended 
with the earls of Northumberland and Kent, the lords Audley and Delawar, toge

ther with Carew, Cur[on, and other gentlemen. 

THE King himfelf prepare.d to follow with the main body and rear of the army; 
and he appointed the queen regent of the kingdom during his abfence. That he 
might fecure her adminiflration from all difturbance, he ordered Edmond de ]a Pole, 
earl of Suffolk, to be beheaded in the Tower, the nobleman who had been at
tainted and imprifoned during the late reign. The King was led to commit this 
aB: of violence by the dying cotnmands, as is imagined, of his father, who told 
him, that he never. would be free from danger, while a man of fo turbulent a difpo
fition as Sufrolk was alive. And as his brother, Richard de ]a Pole, had accepted 
of a command in the French fervice, and attempted very foolifhly to revive the 
York faction, and to animate them againft Henry, he probably drew more fud

denly the King's vengeance on the unhappy Suffolk. 

3
oth of June. AT lafr, Henry, attended with the dt1ke of Buckingham and many others of the 

nobility, arrived in Calais, and entered upon his French expedition, whence he 
fondly expeCted fo much fuccefs and glory*. Of all thofe allies, on whofe affift
ance he fo much relied, the Swifs alone fully performed their engagements. Being 

lnvafion of ..__, 
.France_. put in motion by a fum of money fent them by Henry, and incited by their victories 

obtained in Italy, and by their animofity c:1gainft France, they were preparing to enter 
that kingdom with an army of twenty-five thoufand men; and no equal force could 
be oppofed to their incurGon. _ Maximilian had rec ived an advance of 1 zo,ooo 
crowns from Henry, and had engaged to re"nforce the Swifs with 8ooo men, but 
failed in his engagements. That he might make atonement to the King, 
he himfelf appeared in the Low Countries, and joined the Englifh army with 
fome German and Flemifh foldiers, who were ufeful in giving an example of 
difcipline to Henry's new levied forces. Obferving the difpofition of the Englifh 
n1onarch to be more bent on glory than on interefr, he inlifred himfelf in his fer
vice, wore the crofs of St. George, and received pay, a hundred crowns a-day, 
as one of his fubjeCl:s and captains. But while he exhibited this extraordinary 
fpeB:acle, of an emperor of Germany ferving under a King of England, he was 
treated with the higheft refpeB: by Henry, and really direCted all the operations of 

the combined army. 
BEFORE the arrival of Henry and Maximilian in the camp, the earl of Shrewf

bury and lord Herbert had formed the fiege of Teroiiane, a town fituate on 

• Polydore Virgil, lib. 27. Belcarius, lib. It· 
the 
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he frontiers of Picardy; and they began to attack the place with vjgour. Te- Chap. r. 
igini and Crequi comn1anded in the town, and had a garrifon, which did not ex-

1
5

1 
3· 

ceed a thoufand men ; yet made they fuch ftou t refi£l:ance as protratl:ed the fiege 
a month; and they found themfelves at la£1: more in danger from want of pro-
vifions and ammunition than from the affaults of the befiegers. l-Iaving con.: 
veyed intelligence of their fituation to Lewis, who bad advanced to Amiens with 
his army, that prince gave orders to throw relief into the place. Fontrailles 16.h Aaguft. 

appeared at the head of 8oo horfemen, each of whom carried a fack. of gun-
powder behind him, and two quarters of bacon. With this fmall force he made 
a fudden and unexpected irruption into the Englifh camp, and furmounting all 
refifl:ance, advanced to the foffee of the town, where each horfeman threw down 
his burden. They immediately returned at the gallop, and were fo fortunate 
as again to break thro' the Englifh, and to receive little or no lofs, in this dan-

gerous attempt *. 
BuT the Englifh had, foon after, full revenge for that infult. Henry had re- Battle ofGui

ceived intelligence of the approach of the French Horfe, who had advanced to negate. 

protect this incurfion of Fontrailles ; and he ordered fame troops to pafs the Lis, 
in order to oppofe them. The cavalry of France, tho' they confi£l:ed chiefly of 
gentlemen, who had behaved with great valour in many defperate actions in 
Italy, were, on fight of the enemy, feized with fo unaccountable a panic, that 
they immediately took to flight, and were purfued by the Eng]ifh. The duke 
of Longueville, who commanded the French, Buffi d' Amboife, Clermont, Im-
bercourt, the chevalier Bayard, and many other officers of difrincrion were taken 
prifoners t. This action, or rather rout, is fometimes called the battle of Gui-
negate, from the place where it was fought; but more commonly the battle ~f 
.Spurs, becaufe the French, that day, made more tlfe of their fpurs than of their 

fwords or military weapons. 
AFTER fo conGderable an advantage, the King, who ~as at the head of a 

complete army of above so,ooo men, might have made incurfions to the gates of 
Paris, and fpread confufion and defolation every where. It gave Lewis great 
Joy, when he heard, that the Englifh, inftead of pufhing their victory, and at
-tacking the difmayed troops of France, returned to the firge of an inconfiderable 
.place like Teroi.iane. The governors \ ere obliged foon after to furrender the 
town; and Henry found his acquifition of fa little confequence, tho' gained at 

the expence of fome blood, and what, in hjs prefent circumftances, was more 

· mportant, of n1uch valuable time, that he immediately demolifhed the fortifi-

• Hift. de Chev. Bayard, eh. 57· Memoires de Bcllai. 

t Memoires de Beliai, liv. 1. folydore Virgil. lib. 27. 
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cations, 



H I S T 0 R Y o F E N G L A N D. 

Ch.ap. I. cations. The anxieties of the French were again renewed with regard to the 

1 5' 3· motions of the Engli!h. The Swifs at the fame time had entered Burgundy 

with a very formidable army, and laid fiege to Dijon, which was in no condition 

to refill: them. Ferdinand himfelf, tho' he had made a truce with Lewis~ feemed' 

difpofed to lay hold of every advantage which fortune lhould prefent to him; 

Scarce ever was the French n1onarchy in greater danger, or lefs in a condition 

to defend itfelf againll: thofe powerful annies, which on every fide affailed or 

threatened it. Even many of the inhabitants of Paris, who believed themfelves 

expofed to the rapacity and violence of the enemy, began to diilodge, without 

knowing what place could afford them greater fafety and protection. 

BuT Lewis was extricated from his prefent difficulties by the manifeft blunders 

of his enemies. The Swifs allowed themfe_lves to be feduced into a negotiation 

by Tremoiiille, governor of Burgundy; and without making enquiry, whether 

that nobleman had any powers to treat, they accepted of the conditions which he 

offered them. Tremoliille, who knew, that he lhould be difavowed by his ma

fter, ftipulated whatever they were pleafed to demand; and thought himfelf 

happy, at the expence of fome payments, and very large promifes, to get rid of fo 

formidable an enemy :f:. 
THE meafures of Henry fhowed equal ignorance in the art of war with that of 

the Swifs in negotiation. Tournay was a great and rich city, which, tho' it lay 

within the frontiers of Flanders, belonged entirely to France, and afforded the 

troops of that kingdom a paffage into the middle of the Netherlands. Maximi

lian, who was defirous to free his grandfon from fo troublefome a neighbourhood, 

advifed Henry to lay fiege to this place ; and the Englifh monarch, not con

fidering that fuch an acquifition nowife advanced his conquefts in France, was fo 

imprudent as to follow this interefted council. The city of Tournay, by its an

tient charters, being exempted from the burden of a garrifon, the burghers, 

even again{t' the remonftrance of their fovereign, ftrenuoufly infifted on maintain

ing this dangerous privilege; and they engaged, by themfel ves, to make a vigo

rous defence againft the enemy*. Their courage failed them when matters came 

to extremity ; and after a few days liege, the place was furrendered to the Eng-

24-th Septem-li£h. Henry fo little regarded its privileges, that he immediately quartered a 

ber. garrifon in it, under the command of Sir Edward Poinings. The bifhop of 

Tournay was lately dead ; and as a new bifhop was already eletl:ed by the 

chapter, but not inftalled in his office, the King beftowed the adminiftration of 

the fee on his favourite, Wolfey, and put him in immediate poffeffion of the 

t Me moires du marefchal de Fleuranges Beliarius, lib. 1 4• 

5 

• Memoires de Fleuranges. 
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revenues, which were confiderable t. Hearing of the retreat of the Swifs, and 
obferving the feafon to be far advanced, he thought proper to retire into Eng
land ; and he carried the greateft part of his army with him. Succefs had at
tended him in every enterprize ; and his youthful mind was much elated with this 
feeming profperity ; but all men of judgment, comparing the advantages of his 
fituation with his progrefs, his expences with his acquifitions, were convinced, 
that this campaign, fo much vaunted, was, in reality, both ruinous and in

glorious to him t· 
THE fuccefs, which, during this fummer, had attended Henry's arms in the 

north, was much more decifive. The King of Scotland had fummoned out the 
whole force of his kingdom ; and having paffed the Tweed with a brave, tho' a 
tumultuary army of above so,ooo men, he ravaged thofe parts of Northnm
berland which Jay neareft that river, and employed himfelf in taking the caftles · 
of Norham, Etal, Werke, Ford, and other places of little importance. The 
lady Ford, a woman of great beauty, being taken prifoner in her caftle, was 
prefented to J ames, and fo gained on the affeCl:ions of that monarch, that he 
wafted in idle pleafure that critical time, which, during the abfence of his enemy, · 
he fhould have employed in p~fhing his conquefts. His troops, lying in a 
barren country, where they foon confumed all the provifions, began to be 1 

pinched with necefiity ; and as the authority of the prince was feeble, and mili
tary difcipline, during that age, extremely rela;eed, n1any of them had ftolen from 
the camp, and retired homewards. Meanwhile, the earl of Surrey, having 
colleCl:ed a force of 26,ooo men, of which sooo had been fent over from the 
King's army in France, marched to the defence of the country, and approached 
the Scots, who lay on fome high ground near the hills of Cheviot. The river 
Till ran between the armies, and prevented an engagement: Surrey therefore fent 
a herald to the Scots camp, challenging the enemy to defcend into the plain of 
Milfield, which lay towards the fouth; and there, appointing a day for the · 
-combat, try their valour on equal ground. As he received no fatisfaCtory an. 
fwer, he made a feint of marching towards Berwic ; as if he intended to enter 
Scotland, to lay wafte the borders, and cut off the provifions of the enemy. 
The Scots army, in order to prevent his purpofe, put themfelves in motion ; 
and having fet fire to the huts in which they had quartered, they defcended from 
the hills. Surrey, taking advantage of the fmoke, which was blown towards 
him, and which covered his movements, paired the Till with his a tillery and 
vanguard at the bridge of Twifel, and fent the reft of his army to find a ford ' 

farther up the river. 

t Strype's Memorials, vol. 1. p~ ) , 6. :t Guicciardini. 
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AN engagement was now become inevitable between the armies, and both 

fides prepared for it with great tranquillity and order *. The Englifh divided~ 
their army into two lines : Lord Howard led the main body of the firft line, Sir 
Edmond Howard the right wing, Sir Marmaduke Conftable the left. The earl 

of Surrey himfelf commanded the main body of the fecond line, lord Dacres 
the right wing, Sir Edward Stanley the left. The Scots front prefented three 
diviiions to the enemy: The middle was led by the King himfelf: The nght by 
the earl of Huntley, affifted by lord Hume: The left by the earls of Lenox and· 
Argyle. A fourth divifion under the earl of Bothwel made a body of referve. 
Huntley began the battle; and after a fharp conflict:, put to flight the left 
wing of the Englifb, and chaced them off the field : But on returning from 
the purfuit, he found- the whole Scots army in great diforder. The divifion· 
under Lenox and A rgyle, elated with the fuccefs of the other wing, had broke 
their ranks, ar:1d notwithftanding the remonftrances and entreaties of La Motte, 
the French ambaffador, had rufhed headlong upon the enemy. Not only Sir 
Edmond Howard, at the head of his divifion, received them with great valour; 

but Dacres, who commanded in the fecond Jine, wheeling about during the 

aCl.ion, fell upon their rear, and put them to the fword without refiftance. The • 
divifion under the King himfelf and that under Bothwe], animated by the valour 
of their leaders, il:ill made head againft the Englifh, and throwing themfelves 
into a circle, protr.atted the at1:ion till night feparated the combatants. The· 
victory feemed yet uncertain, and the numbers which fell on each fide were 
nearly equal, amounting to above 5000 men :- But the morning difcovered evi:.. 
dently where the advantage lay. The .Englifh had loft only perfons of fmall · 
note ; but the flower of the Scots nobility had fallen . in battle, and the King· 

himfelf, after the moft diligent enquiry, could no where be found. In fearching 
the field,. the Englifh met with a dead body, which refembled him, and was arrayed 
in a Gmilar habit; and they put it in a leaden coffin and fent it to London. Dur
ing fome time it was kept unburied; becaufe J ames died under fentence of ex

communication; on account of his confederacy with France, and his oppofition 
to the holy feet: But upon Henry's application, who pretended that that prince, 

in the inftant before liis death, had difcovered figns of repentance, abfolution 
was given him, and his body was interred. The Scots, ho -...ever, frill afferted, 

that it was not James's body, which was found in the field of battle, but that 
of one Elphinfl:on, who had been arrayed in arms refembling the King's, in or
der to divide the attention of the Englifb, and !bare the danger· with his m after. 

• Buchannan, lib. 13· Drummond, Herbert. Polydore Virgil, lib. 27. Stowe, p. 493· Paullus 

Jovlus. t Buchannan, lib. 13. Herbert. 
It 
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lt yvas believed that J ames had been feen croffing the Tweed at Kelfo; and fome 
imagined that he had been killed by the vaffals of lord H ume, w horn that noble
man had infi:igated to commit fo enormous a crime. But the populace enter
tained the opinion, that he was ftill alive, and having gone fecretly in pilgrimage 
to the holy land, would fvon return, and take poffeffion of the throne. This 
fond conceit was long entertained in Scotland. 

THE King of Scots and moft of the chief nobility being killed in the field of 
Flouden, fo this battle was called, a very inviting opportunity was offered to 
Henry of gaining advantages over that kingdom, perhaps of reducing it to 
fubjection. But he difcovered on this occafion a mind truly great and generous. 
When the ~een of Scotland, Marg:1ret, who was created regent during the 
infancy of her fon, applied for peace, he readily granted it; and took compaffion 
of the he1plefs condition of his fifter and nephew. The earl of Surrey, who 
had gained him fo great a victory, he reftored to the title of Duke of Norfolk, 
which had been forfeited by his father, for engJging on the fide of Richard the 
third. His fon, lord Howard, was honoured with the title of earl of Surrey. 
Sir Charles Brandon, his favourite, whor11 he had before created vif\.ount Lifle, 
was now raifed to the dignity of duke of Suffolk. Wolfey, who was both his 
favourite and his minifter, was created bi!hop of Lincoln. Lord Herhert ob
tained the title of earl of Worcefter. Sir Edward Stanley, that of lord 1\tlont
eagle. 

THo' peace with Scotland gave Henry fecurity towards the north, ann enabled 
him to profecute in tranquillity his en.terprize againft F ranee, fome other inci
dents ha...i happened, which more than counterbalanced this fortunate event, and 
ferved to open his eyes with regard to the ra!hnefs of an undertaking, into which 
his youth and high fortune had betrayed him. 

LEwis, fully fenfible of the dangerous fituation to which his kingdom had 
been reduced during the former campaign, was refolved, by every expedient, to 
prevent the return of like perils, and to break the confederacy of his enemies. 
The pope was nowife difpofed to pu!h the French to extremity; and provided 
they did not return to take po.1tffion of Milan, his interc-ft rather lt'd him to pre
ferve the balance among the contending parties. He accepted therefore of 
Lewis's offer to renounce the council of Lyons; and he took off the ex ommu
nication which his predeceffor and himielf had denounced againft that King and 
his kingdom. Ferdinand was now faft declining in years, and as he entertained 
no farther ambition than that of keeping poffeffion of Navarre, which he had 
fubdued by his arms and policy, he rtadily hearkened to the propof:1ls of Lewis 
for prolonging the truce an0thc r year ; and .he ev n fl1mveJ an inclin tion of 

forming 
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forming a more intimate connexion with that Monarch. Lewis had dropped hints 
.of his intention to marry his fecond daughter, Renee, either to Charles, prince 
of Spain, or his brother, Ferdinand, both of them grandchildren to the Spanifh 
n1onarch ; and he declared his refolution of befl:owing on her, as her portion, his 
.claim to the dutchy of Milan. Ferdinand not only embraced thefe fchemes with 

avidity ; but alfo engaged the emperor, Maximilian, in the fame views, and 
,procured his confent to a treaty, which opened fo inviting a profpeCt of aggran_ 

dizing their common grand children. 
WHEN Henry was informed of Ferdinand's renewal of the truce with Lewis, 

he fell into the moft violent rage, and loudly complained, that his father-in-law 
had firft, by the higheft promifes and profeffions, engaged him in enmity with 
France, and afterwards, without giving him the Jeaft warning, had now again 

facrificed his intereft to his own felfifh purpofes, and had left him expofed alone 
to all the dangers and expences of the war. In proportion to his eafy credulity 

and unfufpecting reliance on Ferdinand, was the vehemence with which he ex
claimed againft the treatment, which he met with ; and he threatened revenge 
for this egregious treachery and breach of faith*. But he loft all patience when 

informed of the other negotiation, by which Maximilian was alfo feduced from his 
alliance, and where propofals had been hearkened to, for the marriage of the 
prince of Spain with the daughter of France. Charles, during the life-time 
of the late King, had been affianced to Mary, Henry's fecond fifter; and as 
the prince now approached the age of puberty, the King had expected the im
n1ediate completion of the marriage, and the honourable fettlement of a fifter, for 
whom he had entertained a very tender affection. Such a complication, therefore, 

of injuries gave him the higheft difpleafure, and infpired him with a defire of 

expreffing his difdain towards thofe who had taken advantage of his youth and inex
perience, and had abufed his too great facility. 

THE duke of Longueville, who had been made prifoner at the battle of Guine

gate, and who was ftill detained in England, was ready to take advantage of all 

thefe difpofitions of Henry, in order to procure a peace and even an alliance, which. 
he knew to be fo paffionately defired by his mafter. He reprefented to the King, 
that Anne, queen of France, being lately dead, a door was thereby opened for an 
affinity, which might tend to the advantage of both kingdoms, and which would 
ferve to terminate honourably all the differences between them: That lhe had left 
Lewis no male children; and as he had ever entertained a fl:rong defire of having 

heirs to the crown, no marriage feemed more fuitable to him than that with the 

• Petrus de Angleria~ Epif. 5 45, 5 46. 
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princefs of England, whofe youth and beauty afforded the moft flattering hopes Chap. r. 
in that particular: That tho' the marriage of a princefs of fixteen, with a King 1 51-1-· · 

of fifty-three, might feem unfuitable; yet the other advantages, attending the 
alliance, were more than a fufficient compenfation for this inequality : And that 
Henry, in loofening his connexions with Spain, whence he had never experienced 
any advantage, would contract a clofe affinity with Lewis, a prince, who, thro' · 
his. whole life, had invariably maintained the character of probity and honour. 

As Henry feemed to hearken to this difcourfe with very willing ears, Longue
ville informed his mafl:er of the probability, which he difcovered of bringing 
this 1natter to a happy conclufion ; and he received full powers for negotiating 
the treaty. The articles were eafily adjufted between the monarchs. Lewis Peace with · 

aoreed that Tournay fhould remain in the hands of the Engliih ; that Richard de France. 

1: Pole fhould be banifhed to Metz, there to live on a penfion amgned him by.7 rhofAuguft..:. 

Lewis; that Henry fuould receive payment of a million of crowns, being·. the · 
arrears due by treaty to his father and himfelf; and that the princefs Mary fhould • 
bring four hundred thoufand crowns as her portion, and enjoy as large a jointure 
as any queen of France, even the former, who was heirefs of Britanny9 The two 
princes alfo ftipulated the fuccours, with which they fhould mutually fupply each 
other, in cafe either of them was attacked by any enemy *. 

IN confequence of this treaty, Mary was fent over to France with a fplendid 9th of oao- 
retinue, and Lewis met her at Abbeville, where the efpoufals were celebrated. her .. . 

He was enchanted with the beauty, grace, and numerous accomplifhments of the 
young princefs; and being naturally of an amorous difpofition, which his advanced · 
age had not entirely cooled, he was feduced into fuch a courfe of gaiety. and plea-
fure, as proved very unfuitable to his declining ftate of health t. He died in lefs 1~1 5 •. 

than three months after his marriage, to the infinite regret of his fubjects, who, _ IftofJanuary-~ 
fenfible of his tender concern for their welfare, gave him with one voice the ho-
nourable appellation of Father of his people. 

FRANCis, duke of Angouleme, a youth of one and twenty, who had married : 
Lewis's eldeft daughter, fucceeded him on the throne; and by his activity, . 
valour, generality, and other virtues, gave prognoftics of a happy and glorious· 
reign. This young monarch had been extremely ftruck with the charms of the 
Englifh princefs ; and even during his predeceffor's life .. time, had payed her fuch 
clofe attendance, as made fome of his friends apprehend that he had entertained 
views of gallantry towards her. But being warned, that, by indulging himfelf~ 

!in this paffion, he might readily exclude his own title to the throne, he forbore all 

· • Du Tillet. · t Brantome Eloge de Louis XII. 
farther . 
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Char. I. farther addreffes ; and even watched the young dowager with a · very careful eye 
1 5

1
5· durino- the firft months of her widowhood. Charles Brandon, duke of Suffolk, 

0 

was at that time in the court of France, the moft comely perfonage of his time, 
and the moft accompli!hed in all the exercifes, which were then thought to befit a 
courtier and a foldier. He was Henry's chief favourite; and that monarch had . 
even once entertained thoughts of marrying him to his fifl:er, and had given indul-
gence to that mutual paffion, which took place between them. The queen afked 
Suffolk, whether he had now the courage, without farther reflection, to efpoufe 
her; and fi1e told him, that her brother would more eafily forgive him for not 
afking his confent, than f,)r aC1:i11g contrary to his orders. Suffolk declined not 
fo inviting an offer; and the marriage was fecretly compleated at P.aris. Francis, 
who was pleafed with this marriage, as it prevented Henry from forming any 
powerful alliance by means of his filter *, interpofed his good offices in appeafing 
him: And even Wolfey, having entertained no jealoufy of Suffolk, who was con .. 
tent to participate in the King's pleafures, and had no ambition to interpofe in fl:ate 
affairs, was aB:ive in reconciling the King to his fifter and brother-in-law 1 and he 
obtained them permiffion to return to England. 

C H A P. II. 

JVo!fey's adminiflration.--Scots qffairs.-Progrefl of Francis the 
jirjl.--Jealoz!fj of Henry.;__ Tournay del£vered to France.
Wo!fey appointed legate.--His manner of exercifing that qf!ice.
Death qj"the emperor Maximilian.-Charles, King of Spain, chojhz 
emperor.--Interview between Henry and Franci'.r at Cala-is,___:__The 
emperor Charles arr-ives -in Englaud---Med-iation of Henry.-
'l'r-ial and condemnation of the duke of Buckingham. 

I; 15. 
Wo ey's ad
mtniil:ration. 

T HE numerous enemies, whom W olfey's fudden elevation, his afpiring 
character, and his haughty deportment had raifed him, ferved only to rivet 

him fafter in Henry's confidence ; who placed a pride in fupporting the choice, 
which he had made, and who was incapable of yielding either to tl)e murmurs of 
the people, or to the difcontents of the great. That artful prelate likewife, well 

I 

• Petrus de Angleria, Epift. 544·• 
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acquainted with the King's imperious temper, concealed from . him the abfolute Chap. II. 
afcendant, which he acquired; and while he fecretly directed all public councils, 1515· 

. he ever pretended a blind fubmiffion to the will and authority of his mafter. By 
entering into the King's pleafures, he frill preferved his affetl:ions ; by conducting 
his bufinefs, he gratified his indolence ; and by his unlimited complaifance in 
both capacities, he prevented all that jealoufy, to which his exorbitant acquifi .. 
tions, and his fplendid, oftentatious train of life ihould naturally have given birth. 
The archbHhoprick of York falling vacant by the death of Bambrige, Wolfey 
was promoted to that fee, and refigned the biihoprick of Lincoln. Be fides en
joying the adminiftration of Tournay, he got poffeffion, at very low leafes, of 
the revenues of Bath, Worcefter, and Hereford, bifhopricks filled by Italians, 
who were allowed to refide abroad, and who were glad to compound for this in
dulgence, by parting with a confiderable fhare of their profits. He held in com
mendam the abbey of St. Albans, and many other church preferments. He was 
even allowed to unite with the fee of York, firft that of Durham, next that of 
Winchefter; and there feemed to be no end of his acquifitions. His advance
ment in ecclefiaftical dignity ferved him as a pretence for engroffing frill more · 
revenues : The pope, obferving his great influence over the King, was defirous 
of engaging him in his intereft, and had created him a cardinal. Never church
man, under colour of exacting regard to religion, carried to a more exorbitant 
height, the ftate and dignity of that character. His train. confifted of eight hun-

. dred fervants, of whom many were knights and gentlemen : Some even of the 
nobility put their children into his family as a place of education; and in order 
to ingratiate them with their patron, allowed them to bear offices as his fervants. 
Whoever was difiinguilhed by any art or fcience payed court to the cardinal; and 
none paye<i court in vain. Literature, which was then in its infancy, found in 
him a generous patron ; and both by his public inftitutions and private bounty, 
he gave encouragement to every branch of erudition *. Not content with this 
munificence, which gained him the approbation of the wife, he ftrove to dazzle 
the eyes of the populace, by the fplendor of his equipage and furniture, the 
coftly embroidery of his liveries, the luftre of his apparel. He was the firft cler
gyman in England who wore filk and gold, not only on his habit, but alfo on his 
faddles and the trappings of his horfes t. He caufed his cardinal's hat to be 
borne aloft by a perfon of rank; and when he came to the King's chapel, would 
permit it to be laid on no place but the altar. A prieft, the talleft and moft comely 

~ Erafm. Epift. lib. z. epiit. 1. lib. 16. ep:it. 3· 
t Polydore Virgil, lib. 27. Stowe, p. sor. Hollingfhed, p. 847. 
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he could find, carried before him a pillar of filver, on whofe top was placed a 
crofs : But not content with this parade, to which he thought hiJnfelf intitled 
as cardinal, he provided another prieft of equal ftature and ~ be~uty, who marched 
along, bearing the crofs of York, even in the diocefe of Canterbury; contrary 
to the antient rule and agreement between the prelates of thefe rival fees *. The 
people made merry with the cardinal's oftentation ; and fa id they were now fen
fible, that one crofs alone was not fufficient for the expiation of his fins and 
offences. 

W A RHAM, chancellor and archbi!hop of Canterbury, a man of a very mode
rate temper, averfe to all difpute, chofe rather to retire from public employn1ent, 

· than maintain an unequal conteft with the haughty cardinal. He refigned his 
office of chancellor; and the fea1s were immediately intrufted to Wolley. If this 
new accumulation of dignity encreafed his enemies, it alfo ferved to exalt his per
fonal charaCter, and prove the extent of his capacity. A ftriCl: adminiftration of 
juftice took place during his enjoyment of this hig,h office ; and no chance1lor · 
ever difcovered greater impartiality in his decifions, deeper penetration of judg· 
ment, or. more enlarged knowledge of Jaw and equity f. 

THE duke of Norfolk, finding the King's money almoft entirely exhaufted 
by projects and pleafures, while his inclination for expence ftill continued, was 
glad to refign his office of treafurer, and retire from court . . His rival, Fox, bi
fhop of Winchefter, reaped no advantage from his abfence; but partly oveFcome 
by years and infirmities, partly difgufted at the afcendant acquired by WolfeJ., with
drew himfelf entirely to the care of his diocefe. The duke of Suffolk had alfo 
taken offence, that the King, by the cardinal's perfuafion, nad refufed to pay a 
debt, which he had contracted during his abode in France ; and he thenc~forth · 
affected to live in privacy. Thefe incidents left Wolfey to enjoy without a rival 
the whole power and favour of the King; and put into his hands every kind of 
authority. In vain, did Fox, before his retirement, warn the King " not to 
" fuffer the fervant to be greater than his mafier :, ·Henry replied~ " that he 
" knew well how to retain all his fubjects in obedience;'' but he continued fl:ill an 
unlimited deference in every thing to the direCtions and counfels of the cardinal. 

THE public tranquillity was fo well eftablifi1ed in Eng1and, the obedience of 
the people fo entire, the general adminifhation of juftice, by the cardinal's 
means :J:, fo exaCt, that no domeftic occurrence happened fo remarkable as to 
difturb the repofe of the King and his minift:er: They might e~en have difpenfed 

• Polydore Virgil, lib. 27. t Sir Thomas More. Stowe, p. 504. 
t Erafm. lib. 2. epift. 1. Cavendifh, Hall. 
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with themfelves from giving any ftriCl: attention to foreign affairs. were it poffible Chap. u. 
for men to enjoy any fituation in abfolute tranquillity, or abftain from projeCts 1515. 
and enterprizes, howeve1 fruitlefs and unneceffary. 

THE will of the late King of Scotland, who left his widow reO"ent of the s t tr • 
b eo s auaus. 

Kingdom, and the vote of the convention of Eftates, which confirmed that defti-
nation, had expreily limited her authority to .the condition of her remaining un .. 
married * : But notwithftanding this limitation, a few months after her hufband's 
death, fhe efpoufed the earl of Angus, of the name of Douglas, a nobleman of 
great family and very promifing hopes. Some of the nobility now propofed the 
election of Angus as regent, and recommended this choice as the moft likely 
means of preferving peace with England : But the jealoufy of the great families, 
and the fear of exalting the Douglaffes, begot oppofition to this meafure. Lord 
Hume in particular, the moft powerful chieftain in the kingdom, infifted on re
calling the duke of Albany, fon to a brother of J ames the third, who had been 
banifhed into France, and who, having there married, had left pofterity, that 
were the next heirs to the crown, and the nearefl relations to their young fovereign. 
Albany, though firft prince of the blood, had never been in Scotland, was totally 
unacquainted with the manners of the people, ignorant of their fituation, unprac
ticed in their language ; yet fuch was the favour attending the French alliance, 
and fo great the authority of Hume, that this prince was invited to accept 
the reins of government. Francis, careful not to give offence to the King of 
England, detained Albany fometime in Frat:ce ; but at laft, fenfible how im.._ 
portant it was to keep Scotland in his interefts, he permitted him to go over, and 
take poffeffion of the regency : He even renewed the antient league with that 
kingdom, tho' it implied fuch a clofe connexion, as might be thou.;Sht fomewhat 
to intrench on his alliance with England. 

WHEN the regent arrived in Scotland, he made enquiries concerning the ftate 
of the country, and character of the people; and difcovered a fcene, with which 
he was hitherto but little acquainted. That turbulent kingdom, he found, was 
rather to be confidered as a confederacy, and that not a clofe one, of petty 
prince!~, than a regular fyO:etn of civil polity ; and even the King, much more 
a regent, poffeft an authority very uncertain and precarious. Arms, more 
than laws, prevailed ; and courage, preferably to equity or juftice, was the virtue 
moft valued and refpeB:ed. The nobility, in whom the whole power · refided, 
were fo connected by hereditary alliances, or fo divided by inveterate enmities, 
that it was impoffible, without employing force, either to punifh the m oft flagrant 
guilt, or give fecurity to the moft entire innocence. Rapine and violence, when 

* Buchanan, lib. 14. Drummond. Herbert. 
0 2 exercif.:d 
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exercifed on a hoftile tribe, inftead of n1aking a perfon odious among his own 
clan, rather recommended him to efteem and approbation, by rendering him 
ufeful to the chiefcain, entitled him to a preference above his fellows. And tho, 
the neceffity of mutual fupport ferved as a clofe cement of friendfhip among thofe 
of the fame kindred, the fpirit of revenge againft enemies, and the defire of profe
cuting the deadly feuds, ( fo they were called) ftill appeared to be paffions the m oft 
predominant among that uncultivated people. 

THE perfons, to whom Albany firft applied for information with regard to the 
fiate of the country, happened to be inveterate enemies of Hume *; ~nd they 
reprefented that powerful nobleman as the chief fource of public diforders, and 
the great obftacle to the execution of the laws, and adminiftration of juftice. 
Before the authority of the magiftrate could be eftabliilied, it was neceffary, they 
faid, to make an example of this great offender; and by the terror of his punifh
ment, teach all leffer criminals to pay refpect to the power of their fovereign. 
Albany, moved by thefe reafons, was induced to forget Hume's paft fervices, to 
which he had been, in a great meafure, beholden for the regency ; and he no 
longer 9ore towards him that favourable countenance, with which he was wont 
to receive him. Hume perceived the change, and was incited, both by views of 
his own fecurity and his revenge, to take meafttres in oppofition to the regent. 
He applied himfelf to Angus and the queen dowager, and reprefented to them 
the danger to which the infant prince was expofed, from the ambition of Albany, 
the next heir to the crown, to whom the ftates had imprudently entrufted the 
whole authority of government. By his perfuafion, Margaret formed the defign 
of carrying off the young King, and putting him under the protection of her bro
ther; and when that confpiracy was difcovered, 1he herfelf, accompanied with 
Hume and Angus, witharew into England, where 1he was foon after delivered of 
a daughter. 

HENRY, in order to check the authority of Albany and the French party, 
gave encouragement to thefe malecontents, and affured them of his proteCl:ion. 
Matters being afterwards in appearance accommodated between Hume and the 
regent, that nobleman returned into his own country; but mutual fufpicions and 
jealoufies -frill prevailed. He was committed to cuftody, under the care of the 
earl of Arran, his brother-in-law ; and was, for fome time, detained prifoner in 
his caftle. But having perfuaded Arran to enter into the confpiracy with him, 
he was allowed to make his efcape; and he openly made war upon the regent. A 
new accommodation enfued, not more fincere than the foregoing; and Hume 
was fo imprudent as to put himfelf, ·together with his brother, into the hands of 

~ Buchannan, lib. 14. Drummond. 
the 
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the regent. They were immediately feized, committed to cuftody, brought to 

their trial, condemned, and executed. No legal crime was proved againft thefe 

brothers: It was only alledged, that, at the battle of Flouden, they had not 

done their duty in fupporting the King; and as this backwardnefs could not, 

from the whole courfe of their paft life, he afcribed to cowardice, it was com

monly imputed to a more criminal motive. The evidences, however, of guilt, 

produced againft them, were far from being valid or convincing ; and the people, 

who hated them while alive, were very much diffatisfied with their execution. 

SucH violent remedies often produce, for fome time, a deceitful tranquillity; 

but as they deftroy 1nutual confidence, and beget the moft inveterate animofities, 

their confequences are commonly very fatal both to the public, and to thofe who 

make trial of them. The regent, however, took advantage of the prefent calm 

which prevailed ; and being invited by the French king, who was, at that time, 

willing to gratify Henry, he went over into France; and was detained there 

during fhre years. A great part of his authority he enttufted into the hands of 

Darcy, a Frenchman, whom he created warden of the marches, and who was 

extremely vigilant in the diftribution of juftice, and the punifhment of crimes and 

oppreffion. But Sir David Hume, a kinfman of the nobleman lately executed~ 

defirous of revenging his friend's death on the friend of the regent, way-laid 

Darcy near Dunfe; and after reproaching him with that execution, made an 

attack upon him. Darcy finding himfelf too weak to refift, and trufting to the 

fwiftnefs of his horfe, fled towards Dun bar; but being ignorant of the roads, he 

ran into a bog, was overtaken by the purfuers, and put to death. As he wore 

long flowing hair, Hume, exulting in this affaffination as a gallant exploit, cut 

out thefe locks, and pleating them into a wreath, wore them ever after at the 

pummel of his faddle *· During the abfence of the regent, fuch confufions pre

vailed in Scotland, and fuch mutual enmity, rapine, and violence, among the 

great families, that that kingdom was, for a long time, utterly difabled both from 

offending its enemies, and affi!l:ing its friends. We have carried on the Scots 

hiftory fome years beyond the prefent period ; that as that country had little con

nexion with the general fyftem of Europe, we might be the lefs interrupted in the 

narration of thofe memorable events, which were tranfatted in the other kingdoms. 

IT was forefeen, that a young, active prince, like Francis, and of fo martial a 

difpofition, would foon employ the great preparations, which his predece!for, 

before his death, had made for the conqueft of Milan. He had been obferved 

even to weep at the recital of the military exploits of Gafton de Foix; and 

• Buchannan, lib. 14-. Pitfcottie. 
thefe 

Chap. II. 
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r thefe tears of en1ulation were held to be fure prognoftics of his future valour. He Chap. I . 

15 r 5· renewed the treaty which Lewis had made with Henry; and having left every 
thing, as he thought, fecure behind him, he marched his armies towards the fouth 
of France; pretending, that his foie purpofe was to fecure his kingdom againft 
the incurfions of the Swifs. That formidable people fti11 retained their animofity 
againft France; and having taken Maximilian, duke of Milan, under their pro. 
tecrion, and indeed reduced him to abfolute dependance, they were determined, 
from views both of honour and of intereft, to defend him againft this inva
der :J:. They fortified themfelves with numerous forces in all thofe vallies of 
the Alps, thro' which, they thought, the French muft neceifarily pafs ; and 

Progrefs 'of when Francis, with great fecrecy, induftry, and perfeverance, made his entrance 
Francis the into Piemont by another paffage, they were not difmayed, but defcended into the 
firfr. plain, tho' unprovided of cavalry, and oppofed themfelves to the progrefs of the 
13th Septem- French arms. At Marignan near Milan,. they fought with Francis one of the m oft 
her. furious and beft contefted battles, which is to be met with in the hiftory of thefe 

latter ages; and it required all the heroic valour of that prince to infpire his troops 
with courage fufficient to refift the defperate aifault of thofe mountaniers. After a 
bloody action in the evening, night and darknefs parted. the combatants; buc 
next morning, the Swifs renewed the attack with equal alacrity ; and it was not 
till they had loft all their braveft troops that they could be prevailed with to retire. 
The field was ftrowed with twenty thoufand flain of both fides; and the marefcha1 
Trivulzio, who had been prefent at eighteen pitched battles, declared, that every 
engagement, which he had yet feen, was only the play of children, but that the 
action of Marignan was a combat of heroes *. 

AFTER this great victory, the conqueft of the Milaneze was eafy and open. 
Francis, fenlible how important the alliance of the cantons was, even in their 
loweft fortune, gave them all the conditions, which they could have demanded, 
had they been ever fo fuccefsful ; and he courted their friendfhip by every pof
.fible condefcenGon. The Venetians were in alliance with France; and as they 
trufted entirely to the fucce!fes of that crown for the final recovery of their do
minions on the continent, they feconded Francis in every enterprize. Pope Leo, 
whofe foie fault was too great fineffe and artifice, a fault, which, both as a prieft 
and an Italian, it was difficult for him to avoid, had hitherto temporized be
tween the parties; and Francis's victory at Marignan determined him abfolutely 
to embrace th~ friendfhip of that monarch t. But what both facilitated moft, 

t Memoires du Bellai, lib. I. Guicciardini, lib, r z. 
t Guicciardini, lib. I z. Paullus Jovius. 
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and fecured the conqueft of the Milaneze, was the refolution of Maximilian Chap •. u~ 
Sforza himfelf, who, tired of the viciffitudes of his fortune, difgufted with the 1 515· 
tyranny of the Swifs, and defirous of privacy and repofe, put himfelf into 
Francis's hands ; and having ftipulated a yearly penfion of thirty thoufand ducats, 
refigned all pretenfions to that dutchy, and retired into France •. 

THE fuccefs and glory of the French monarch began to excite jealoufy in Jealoufy of 

Henry; and his rapid progrefs, tho' in fo diftant a country, was not regarded Henry. 

without apprehenfions by the Englifh miniftry. Italy was during that age the 
feat of religion, of literature, and of commerce; and as it poffeifed alone that 
luftre, which has fince been fhared among other nations, it fixed the att~ntion of 
all Europe, and every acquifition which was made there, appeared more impor-
tant than its weight in the ballance of power !hould, ftrictly fpeaking, have made 
it be efteemed. Henry alfo thought that he had reafon to complain of Francis for 
fending the duke of Albany into Scotland, and undermining the power and credit 
of his fifter, the queen dowager :f:. The repairing the fortifications of Te-
roi.ienne was alfo regarded as a breach of treaty. But above all, what tended to 
alienate the court of England, was the difgufi: which W olfey had taken againft 
toe French monarch. 

HENRY, on the conqueft of Tournay, had refufed to admit Lewis GaiiJart~ 
the bi£hop elect, to the poffeffion of the temporalities, becaufe that prelate de-

• dined taking the oath of allegiance to his new fovereign ; and Wolfey was 
appointed in his room adminiftrator of the bi£hoprick. As the cardinal wi!hed 
to obtain free and undifturbed poffeffion-, he applied to Francis, and defired him 
to beftow on Gaillart fome fee of equal value in France, and to obtain his 
refignation of Tournay. Francis, who ftill hoped to recover poifeffion of that 
city, and who feared that the full fettlement of Wolfey, in the bi£hoprick would 
prove an obftacle to his purpofe, had hitherto neglected to gratify the haughty 
prelate ; and the bi!hop of Tournay, by applying to the court of Rome, had 
obtained a bull for his fettlement in that fee. Wolfey, who expected to be com
plied with in every requeft, and who exaCted refpeEt even from the greateft 
monarchs, refented the flight put upon him by Francis ; and he pulhed his mafter 
to feek an occafion for wreaking his vengeance againft that monarch *. 

MAXIMILIAN the emperor was ready to embrace every ptopofal of a new en. 
terprize, efpecially if attended with an offer of n1oney, of which he was ex
tremely greedy, extremely prodigal, and extremely neceffitous. Richard Pace; 
formerly fecretary to cardinal Bambrige, now fecretary of ftate, was difpatched 

~ Pere Daniel, voJ. iii~ p. 3 1. • Polydore Vjrgil, Ii~ 27 
·o 



104 H 1 S T 0 R Y o F E N G L A N D. 

Cha . II • . to the court of Vienna, and had a corn miffion to propofe fame confiderable · 
15i5. payments to Maximilian t: He thence made a journey into Swit~er1and; and 

by like motives engaged fome of the cantons to furnifh troops to the emperor. 
That prince invaded Italy with a confiderable army; b4t being repulfed from 
before Milan, he retreated with his army into Germany, made peace with France 
and Venice, delivered Verona to that republic for a fum of money, and thus 
excluded himfelf, in fame meafure, from all future accefs into Italy. And Henry 
found, that, after expending five or fix hundred thoufand ducats, in order to 
gratify the cardinal's refentment, he had only loofened his alliance with Francis, 

without diminifhing the power of chat prince. 
THERE were many reafons, which engaged the King not to proceed farther 

at prefent in his enmity againft France. He could hope for affifl:ance from no 
power in Europe. Ferdinand his Father-in-law, who had often deceived him, 
was now declining faft thro' age and infirmities; and a fpeedy end was looked 
for to th~ long and profperous reign of that great monarch. Charles, prince of 
Spain, fovereign of the Low Coijntries, defired nothing but peace with Francis, 
who had it fo much in his power, if provoked, to obftruct his peaceable acceffion 
to that rich inheritance, which was waiting him. The pope was overawed by 
the power of France, and Venice was engaged in a clofe alliance with that mo
narchy t· Henry therefore remained in tranquillity during fo~e time; and 
feemed to give himfelf no concern with regard to the affairs of the continent. 
In vain did Maximilian endeavour to allure him !nto fame expence, by offering 
to make a refignation of the imperial crown in his favour. That artifice was too 
grofs to fucceed even with a prince fo little politic as Henry; and Pace, his 
envoy, who was perfe8:1y well acquainted with the emperor's motives and cha
racter, gave him warning, that the foie view of that prince, in making him fo 
liberal an offer, was to draw money from him. 

t)t6~ _ WHILE an univerfal peace prevailed in Europe, that event happened, which 
15th January. had been fo long looked for, and from which fuch important confequences were 

expeCted, the death of F erdinand the Catholic, and the fucceffion of his grand
fan, Charles, to his extenfive dominions. No commotion, however, or alte
ration followed immediately upon that great incident. This young prince, who 
had not yet reached his fixteenth year, was already a great ftatefman, from the 
excellent education which he had received, and from the mature and folid 
judgment, with which nature had endowed him. He was fenfible how im
portant it was to preferve peace wit_h foreigners, till he £hould have eftablifhed 

t Petrus de Angleria, epift. s68. :t: Guicdardini, lib. I z. 
I his 
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his authority in his new dominions; and finding Francis defirous to taT{e ad- Chap. TI. 
vantage of his prefent fituation, he made him an offer of fuch terms as 1

5
16

• 
gamed the friendihip and alliance of that monarch. He engaged to marry 
Francis's daughter, though only an infant of a year old; to receive as her dowry 
all her father's pretenfions on the kingdom of Naples; to pay him a hundred 
thoufand crowns a year till the confummation of the marriage ; and to give 
the King of Navarre fatisfaction with regard to his dominions*. Charles, 
having finiihed this treaty at Noyon by his minifters, and having thus left every 1i 17• 
thing in fecurity in the Low Countries, departed for Spain, and was willingly 
received to the government of thefe united kingdoms. The right of fucceffion 
lay in his mother, Joan, who was frill alive; but as !he was ufually dif-
ordered in her judgment, Ferdinand had left the adminiftration to his grandfon, 
Charles; and the ftates, both of Caftile and Arragon, gave their confent to this 
deftination. 

THE more Charles advanced in power and authority, the more was Francis fen
fible of the neceffity he lay under of gaimng the confidence and friend !hip of Henryf; 
and he took at laft the only method by which he could obtain fucccfs, the paying 
court, by prefents and flattery, to the haughty cardinal. 

BoNNIVET, admiral of France, was difpatched to London, and he was di- 1518. 
reCl:ed to employ all his infinuation and addrefs, qualities for which he was re
markable, to procure himfelf a place in Wolfey's good graces. After the am
baffador had fucceeded in his purpofe, he took an opportunity of expreffing his 
mafter's regret, that, by miflakes and n1ifapprehenfions, he had been fo un
fortunate as to lofe a friendfhip, which he fo much valued as that of his eminence. 
Wolfey was not deaf to thefe honourable advances from fo great a monarch ; 
and he was thenceforth obferved to exprefs himfelf, on all occafions, in favour 
of the French alliance. The more to engage him in his interefts, Francis entered 
into fuch confidence with him, that he afked his advice even in his moft fecret 
affairs, and in all difficult emergencies had recourfe to him as to an oracle of wif-
rlom and profound policy. The cardinal made no fecret to the King of this pri-
vate correfpondence; and Henry was fo prepoffeifed in favour of the great capa· 
city of his minifter, that, he faid, he verily believed he wouid govern Francis as well 
as himfelf t. 

WHEN matters feemed fufficiently prepared, Bonnivet opened to the cardinal 
his mafter-'s defire of recovering Tournay; and Wolfey immediately, without 
hefitation, engaged to effectuate his purpofe. He took an opportunity of re-

• Recueil de Traites par Leonard, tom. z. 
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\ prefenting to the King and council, that Tournay lay fo remote from Calais,. 
that it would be very difficult, if not impoffible, in cafe of a war, to keep the 
communication open betweeen thefe two pla(es: That as it was fituate on the 
frontiers both of France and the Netherlands, it was expo fed to the attacks of 
both thefe powers, and muft neceffarily, either by force or famine, fall into the 
hands of the firft affailant: That even in time of peace, it could not be preferved 
without a large garrifon, to reftrain the numerous and mutinous inhabitants, ever 
difcontented with the Engli!h governtnent: And that the poffeffion of Tournay, 
as it was thus precarious and expenfive, fo was it entirely ufelefs, and gave little 
or no means to annoy, on occafion, the dominions either of Charles or of 

Francis. 
THESE reafons were ofthemfelves very convincing, and were fure of meeting with 

no oppofition, when they came from the mouth f the cardinal. A treaty there
fore was entered into for the delivering up of Tourn ay; and in order to give to 

that meafure a more graceful appearance, it was agreed, that the Dauphin and 
the princefs Mary, both of them infants, !hould be betrothed, and that this city 
fuould be confidered as the dowry of the princefs. Such kinds of agreemer t 
were then ·common among fovereigns, tho' it was very rare, that the interefl:s 
and views of the parties continued fo fieady as to render the intended marriages 
effeCtual. But as Henry had been at confiderable expence in building a citadel 
at Tourn ay, Francis agreed to pay him 6oo,.ooo crowns at twelve yearly pay-· 
ments, and to put into his hands eight hofiages, all of them men of quality, for 
the performance of the article *. And lefl: the cardinal fhould think himfdf 
negleCted in thefe fl:ipulations, he promifed him a yearly penfion of t·.velve thou
fand livres, as an equivalent for his adminiftration of the bi{hopric of Tournay. 
He alfo engaged to recall Albany from Scotland. 

FRANCIS having fucceeded fo well in this negotiation, began to enlarge his
views, and to hope for more confiderable advantages, by practifing on the vanity~ 
and felf-conceit of this haughty favourite. He redoubled hi~ Batteries to the 
cardinal, confulted him more frequently in every doubt or difficulty, called him in 
each letter, -Jatber, tutor, governor, and profeffed the moft unbollnded deference to 
his advice and opinion. All thofe careffes were preparativts to a negotiation for the· 
delivery of Calais, in confideration of a fum of money to be paid for it; and if. 
we mily credit Polydore Virgi], who bears a particular fpite to Wolfey, on ac
count of his being difpo!feifed of his employment and thrown into prifon by that 
mini iter, fo extravagant a propofal met with a very favourable reception fron1 
the cardinal. I-Ie ventured not, however, to by the m-atter before the council: 

• Memoires dn Bellay, liv. 1. 

He 
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He was contented to found privately the opinions of men, by dropping hints in Cha H. 

converfation, as if he thought Cal.1is a ufelefs burthen to the kingdom t: BL!t 
1
5

1
8. 

when he found, that all men were fl:rong y riveted in a contrary rerfuafion, he 
thought it dangerous to proceed any tarrher in his purpoh ; and falling, loon 
after, into new attachments with the King of Spain, the great friendlhip bttween 

Francis and him be-gan gradually to decline. 

THE enormous pride of Wt,lfey was now farther encreafed by a great acceffion 
()[ dig1 itv and power which he had rectiv d. Cardinal Cam peg ' tO had been \V?lfey ap-

. . E t d . f - f OlOttd 
fent as legate wto ng.an , tn or er to procure a rythe rom the cl er 6Y, f. ;r legate. 

enabling the pope to oppufe the progrefs of the Turks; a dan1,er which was 
real, and waq formidable to a 11 chrifi:endom, but which had been fo often made 

ufe of to itJrve the inrereihd purpofes of the court of Rome, th t it had lofi ail 
influence on the minds of the people. The Clergy r.rf~1fed to comply wirh L~o's 
d~man .i s: Campeggio was re alled; and the King defired of the pope, that 
Wolfey, who had been joined in this commiffion, might alone be invefied with 
the legantine power, togethr r with the 1 ight of vifiting all the clergy and mo
nafieries, and even with fufpending all the laws of the church during a twelve
month. Wolfey, having oboined this new dignity, made a new dirplay of that 
ftate and parad;:-, to which he was fo much add Cl:ed. On folcmn feaf1-days, he 
was not contented without fayi11g mafs after the manner of the pope himfelf: 

Not only he had bi 'l o~ s and abbots to ferve him; he even engaged the fidt 
no1 ility to give him water and the towel. Ht- affected a rank fupt rior to what 
bad e:ver been claimed by any churchman in England. Warham, the primate, 
having wrote h1m a leuer, where he · fub ~-cribed himfelf, y ~ur loving brother, 

Vvolky com,·lained of his prefumpti,,n, in thus ch•1l enging an equality with 
him. When Warham wus told \\.hat offence be had given, he made light of the 

matte•·, '' Know ye not," he faid, " that this man is drunk with too much 

u profptr.ity. ,, 
BuT W0lfey carried the matter much farther than vain pomp and ofientation. 

He erected an office, which he called the legantine Cl urt; ar.d as he \\'as no\'', His mannrr 

by means of the pope's rommiffion and the Kin,g's favour, invdted with all r,1· f neffir ifing 
t 1at o 111..e. 

power, both ecclefiaftical ·and civil, no man knew wh~r bounds we1e to be fer to 
the aulhoriry of this new tribunal He confet red on it a kind of inquificorial 

and cen1orial powers even over the laiety., and dintl:ed it to t1X"mine into all 
matters of confcience; into all conduct which had g1ven fcancbl; into all actions, 
;vi

1
1ch, though they efcaped the law, might appear eontrJry to good morals. 

{)!ftmce was Juflly taken at thi.s commiffion, which was really unbounced; and 

t rol;dore Virgil, lib. Z7· the 
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the people were the more difgufted, when they faw a man, who indulged himf~I.f" 
in the licences of pleafure, fo fevere in repreffing the leaft appearance of in1mo
rality in others. But to render his court more obnoxious, Wolfey made one 
John All en the judge in it, a perfon of fcandalous life *, whon1 he himfelf, as 
chancellor had condemned for perjury : And as this man either exacted fines 
from every one whom he was pleafed to find guilty, or took bribes to drop pro-

. fecutions, men concluded, and with fame appearance of reafon, that he lhared 
with the cardinal thefe wages of iniquity. The clergy, and in particular the 
nionks, were expofed to thrs tyranny ; and as the libertinifm of their lives often 
gave a juft handle againft then1, they were obliged to buy an indemnity, by 
paying large fums of money to the legate or his judge. Not contented with this 
authority, W olfey pretended, by virtue of his commiffion, to aifume the power 
of all the bilhops courts ; particularly that of judging of Wills and Teftaments; 
and his decifions in thefe important points were deemed not a little arbitrary. As 
if he himfelf were pope, and as if the pope could difpofe abfolutely of every eccle
fiaftical eftabli!hment, he prefented to whatever priories or benefices he pleafed, 
without regard to the right of eleCtion in the monks, or of patronage in the nobi
lity and gentry t. 

No one durft carry to the King any complaint againft thefe ufurpations of 
W olfey, till War ham ventured to inform him of the difcontents of his people~ 
Henry profeffed his ignorance of the whole matter. '' A man," faid he, " is 
" not fo blind any where as in his own houfe : But do you, father,'' added he 
to the primate, " go to Wolfey, and tell him, if any thing be amifs, that he 
" amend it.'t A reproof of this kind was not likely to be effeCtual: It only 
ferved to augment W olfey's enmity toW arham : But one London having pro· 
fecuted Alien, the legate's judge, in a court of law, and convicted him of mal
verfation and iniquity, the clamour at laft reached the King's ears, and he ex
preifed fuch difpleafure to the cardinal as made him ever after n1ore cautious in 
exerting his authority :f:. 

• Strype's Memorials, vol. 1. F• 125. 
f Polydore Virgil, lib. 27. This whole narration has been copied by all the hiitorians from the 

author here cited : There are many circumfiances, however, very fufpicious, both becaufe of the oO.. 
vious partiality of the hiftorian, and becaufe the parliament, when they afterwards examined Wolfey's 
conduCt, could find no proof for any material crime he had committed. 

t This year and the foregoing the fweating ficknefs raged anew in England. It was called Sut!or 
. Anglicus, becaufe few, except the Englifh nation, were attacked by it. Its malignity was fuch, that 
it commonly killed within three hours of its commencement. Some town$ loft by it an half, others 
two thirds of their inhabitants. 

)VHILE 
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Wl-IILE Henry, indulging himfelf in 'leafure and amufement, entruft:ed ti-e h 
t C ap. TI. 

government of his kingdom to this imperious minifter, an incident happened 1; 19. 

abroad, which excited his attention. Maximilian the emp::ror died, a man, who, h f] . 
I zt o aru-

of himfelf, was indeed of little confequence; but as his death left vacant the fi ft try . 

ftation among chrifiian princes, it put all men's fpirits into agitation, and provtd Death of the 
. • ~ . . emperor 

a kmd of rera m the general fyfl:em of Europe. The Kmgs of France and Spam Maximilian. 

immediately declared themfelves candidates for the imperial throne; and employed 
every expedient of money or intrigue, which promifed them fuccef<> in fo great a 
point of ambition. Henry alfo was encouraged to put in his pretenfions ; but his 
minifter, Pace, who was difpatched to the electors, found that he began to folicit 
too late, and that the votes of all thefe princes were already pre-engaged either oa 
the one fide or the other. 

FRANCIS and Charles made profeffion from the beginning of carrying on this ri
vallhip with emulation, but without enmity; and Francis in particular declared, 
that his brother Charles and he were, fairly and openly, fuitors to the fame miftrefs: 
The more fortunate, added he, will carry her; and the other mu!l: refl: content
ed*. But all men apprehended, that this extreme moderation, however reafon· 
able, would not be of long duration; and that incidents would certainly occur 
to fharpen the minds of the candidates againft each other. It was Charles who Charles,.King 
at laft prevailed, to the great difappointment of the French monarch, who {till ohf 8;>ain,. 

c 01en 
continued to the laft in the belief, that the majority of the electoral college was emperor. 
engaged in his favour. And as he was fome years fuperior in age to his rival, 
and, after his vittory at Marignan, and conqueft of the Milanefe, much fuperior 
in renown, he could not fupprefs his indignation, at being thus, in the face of all 
tnankind, after long and anxious expectation, poftponed in fo important a pre .. 
tenfion. From this competition, as much as from oppofition of intereft, arofe 
that emulation between thofe two great monarchs, which, while it kept their-
whole age in agitation, fets them m fo remarkable a contraft to each other: 
Both of them princes endowed with talents and abilities; brave, afpiring, active, 
induftrious; beloved by their fervants and fubjeEts, dreaded by their enemies, 
and refpected by all the world: Francis, open, frank, liberal, munificent, car
rying thefe virtues to an excefs which prejudiced his affairs : Charles, political, 
clofe, artificial, frugal; better calculated to obtain fuccefs in wars and in nego
tiations, efpecially the latter. The one, the more amiable man; the other, the 
greater monarch. The King, from his overfights and indifcretions, naturally 
expofed to misfortunes; but qualified, by his fpirit and magnanimity, to extri
cate himfelf from them with honour : The emperor, by his defigning, interefted 

! Belcario, lib. 16, Guicciardini, lib. lJ. 
charaCter, 
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character, fitted, in his greateft fucceffes, to excite jealoufy and oppofition even 
among his allies, and to rouze up a multir, de of enemie , in the place of one 
whom he had fubdued. And as the perfonal qu.~lities of thefe princes thus coun
terpoifed each other, fo did the adv .:ntages and d fadvantages of their dominions. 
Fortune alone, without the concurrence of prudence or valour., never reared up 
of a fudden fo great a power as that which centered in the emperor Charles. He 
reaped the fucceffion of Caftile, of Arragon, of Aufi:ria, of Burgundy: He inhe
rited the conqueft of Naples, of Granada: EleCtion entit ed him to the empire: 
Even the bounds of the globe feemed to be enlarged a little btfore his time, that 
he might pofft:fs the whole treafure, as ytt entire and unrifled, of the r.ew world. 
But tho' the (:Oncurrence of all thefe advantages formed an empire greater and 
more extenfive than any known in Europe fince that of the Romans, the kingdom 
of France alone, being clofe, compact, united, rich, populous, ar.d being inter
pofed between all the provinces of Charles's dommions, was able to make a vigo· 
rous oppofition to his progrefs, and maintain the conteft againfl him. 

HENRy poffeffed that felicity, of being able, both by the native force of his 
kingJom and its fituation, to hold the balance between thofe two powers; and 
had he known to improve, by policy and prudence, this fingu Jar and ineft imable 
advantage, he was really, by means ot: it" a grtater prince than either of thofe 
tnighty monarchs, who feemed to ftrive for the dominion of Europe. But the 
<:haraB:er of this King was heedkfs, inconfiderate, capricious, impolitic; guided 
by his paffion or hb favourite; vain, imperious, haugh~y; fometimes aCtuated 
by frier.dfbip for foreign powers, oftener hy ref. ntmc:-nr, fddom by his true in
terdl:. And thus, tho' ·he trium hed in that fuperioriry which his fituation in 
Europe gave him, he never emp~oyed it to hi~ own eift:ntial and durable advantage 

or to that of his kingdon1. 

FRA't'CIS was well acquainted with I-lenry's charaBer, and endeavoured to ac-
tszo. h. ~ o.. · H · 1· · d · · C I · commodate IS conc ucL to lt. e Jo !Cite an mterv1ew near a a1s; in txpec-

Interview te.. . f b . l.. 1 t · ·1· r · · 1 · f · d · 
tween Henry tatlOn o emg aut ... , oy am1 tar conven .• tlon, to gam upon liS nen fi11p and 
nnd. Fr~ncis confidence. W olf~: y earneftl y f- conded th1s i'rqpofal; and hoptd, in rhr pretence 
.at Calais. f 1 ~ f. 1 . . t.. h. fi l . d 1 . . o both courts, to ma <e FaJ a<Je o 11s ncue~, ts p ndor, an 11s wfluence 

over both monarchs *. And as Henry himf l. lovtd pomp and magnificence, and 
had entertaintd a curiofi·y of being perfunally ac quaiuted with the French King, 
he very chearfully adju!led all the preliminar:es of this interview. The nob1l ry 
IJf both nations f\.rove to furpafs each od1er in pomp and expence: l\1any of thc.m 

• Polydore Virg!l, lib. 27. 

8 involved 
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involved themfelves in large debts, and were not able, by the penury of their Chap. rr. 
whole lives; to repair the vain fplendor of a few days. 1'he ·duke of Bucking- 1520. 

ham, who,. tho' immenfely rich, was fomewhat addicted to frugality, finding 
the preparations for this fefrival amount to immenfe fums, threw out fome ex
preffions of difpleafure againft the cardinal, whom he believed the author of that 
meafure *. An imprudence which proved aft rwards the fource of great misfor-
tunes to that nobleman .. 

WHILE Henry was preparing to depart for Calais, he was f1;1rprized to hear The emperor 

that the emperor was arrived at Dover; and he immediately haftened thither with ~harl.es ar. 

h . d . r. . bl . h' 1 ft Th nves m Eng ... t e queen, m or er to g1ve a 1U1ta e reception to IS roya gue . at great land. 

prince, politic tho' young, having heard of the intended interview between Franc is zsth of May., 

and Henry, was apprehenfive of the confequences, and was rdolved to take the 
opportunity, in his paffage from Spain to the Low Countries, to make the King 
ftill a higher compliment, by paying him a vifit in his own dominions. Befides 
the marks of regard and attachment which he gave to Henry, he ftrove, by every 
tefiimony of friendfhip, by Batteries, protefiations, promifes and prefents, to 
gain on the vanity, the avarice, and the ambition of the cardinal. He here in· 
fElled into this afpiring prelate the hope of attaining he papacy; and as that was 
the foie point of elevation, beyond his prefent greatnefs, it was fure to attraCt his· 
'Willies with the fame ardour, as if fortune had never, as yet, favoured him with 
any of her prefents. In hopes of reaching this dignity by the emperor's affiftance,. 
he fecretly devoted himfelf to that monarch's intereft ; and Charles was perhaps 
the more liberal of his promifes, becaufe Leo was a very young man; and it was. 
not likely, that, for many years, he would be called upon to fulfil his engage-
tl1ents. Henry eafily obferved this courtihip payed to his minifter; but inftead of 
taking umbrage at it, he only made it a fubject of vanity;; and believed, that, as 
Wolfe~'s foie fupport was his favour, the obeifance of fuGh mighty monarchs to' 
his fervant, was in reality a more confpicuous homage to his own grandeur. 

THE day of Chardes's departure, Henry went over to Ca.lais with the queen 
· nd his whole court; and from thence proceeded to Guifnes, a fmall town near 3oth of May •. 

the frontier-s. Francis, attended in like manner,. came to Ardres, a few miles 
diftant: and the two monarchs met, for the firft time, in the fields, at a place 
fituate between thefe two towns, but frill within the Englifn pale: For Francis 
:agreed to pay that compliment to I-Ienry.", in conGderation of that prince's palling 
the iea, that he might be prefent at the interview. vVolfey, to whom both Kings 
had entru!l:ed the rrgulacion of the ceremonial, contrived this circumftance in 
order to do honour to his mafi:er. 

• Polydore Vjrgil, lib. 27.. He1bert,. Holling_fhed, P.· 855•· 
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Chap. IT. THE two monarchs, after faluting each other in the moft cordial manner, 
1
5 

20
' retired into a tent which had been ereB:ed on purpofe, and they held a fecret con

ference together. I-Ienry here propofed to make fome amendments on the arti· 
des of their former alliance; and he began to read the treaty, I Henry King : 
Thefe were the firft words; and L1e ftopt a moment. He fubjoined only the 
words, of En~land, without adding, :France, the ufual ftyle of the Englifh mo
llarchs *. .Francis remarked this delicacy, and expreifed by a fmile his approba
tion of it. 

HE took an opportunity foon afrer of paying a compliment to Henry of a 
more dfential nature. That generous prince, full of honour himfelf, and inca
pable of diO:ruHing others, was fhocked at all the precautions which were ob
ferved, whenever he had an interview with the Englifh monarch : The number 
of their guards and attendants was carefully counted on both fides : Every ftep 
was fcrupuloufly meafured and adjufted : And if the two Kings propofed to pay 
a vifit to the queens, they departed from their feveral quarters at the fame in
frant, which was marked by the firing of a culverin ; they paffed each other in 
the middle point between the places; and at the fame inftant that Henry entered 
Ardres, Francis put himfelf into the hands of the Englilh at Guifnes. In order 
to break off this tedious ceremony, which contained fo many dilhonourable im
plications, Francis, one day, took with him two gentlemen and a page, and 
rode direetly into Guifnes. The guards were furprized at the prefence of the 
n1onarch, who called aloud to them, You are all my prifoners: Carry me to your 
majfer. Henry was equally aftoniihed at the appearance of Francis ; and taking 
him in his arms, " My brother," faid he, " you have here played me the moft 
"' agreeable trick in the world, and have fhowed me the full confidence I may 
" place in you : I furrender myfelf your prifoner from this moment." He took 
from his neck a collar of pearls, worth I sooo angels t; and putting it about Fran .. 
cis's, begged him to wear it, for the fake of his prifoner. Francis agreed, but on 
condition that Henry fhould wear a bracelet, of which he made him a prefent, 
a.nd which was double in value to the collar :f:. The King went next day to 
Ardres, without guards or attendCJnts ; and confidence being now fully eftablilhed 
b.etween the n1onarchs, they employed the reft of the time entirely in tournaments 
and fefri vals. 

A DEFIANCE had been fent by the two Kings to each others court, and thro, 
all the chief cities of Europe, importing, that Henry and Francis, with fourteen 
ajds, would be ready, _in the plains of Picardy, to anfwer all corners, that were 

• Memoires de Fleuranges. t An angel was then efi:imated at feven fuillings, or near twelve 
of ~ur prefent money, l Memoires d~ Fl~uranges~· 

7 gentlemen, 
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·bentlcmen, at tilt, tourney, and barriers. The monarchs, in order to fulfil Char~ n. 
this challenge, advanced into the field on horfeback, Franc1s, furrounded witL1 1 szo. 

Henry's guards, and Henry with thofe of Francis. They were gorgiou!1y ap· 
parelled; and were both of them the mofr comely perfonages of their age, as well 
as the m oft expert in every mil itary exercife. They carried a way the prize at all 
trials in thofe rough and dangerous pafl:imes ; and feveral horfes and riders were 
overthrown by their vigour and dexterity. The ladies were the judges in thefe 
feats of chivalry, and put an end to the rencounter whenever they judged it expe-
dient. I--:Ienry ereCted a fpacious houfe of wood and canvas, which had been 
framed in London; and he here feafted the French monarch. He had placed a 
motto on this fabric, under the figure of an Englilh archer embroidered on it, Cui 
adh.£reo priCe.ft. He prevails whom I favour*: Expreffing his own fituation, as 
holding in his hands the balance of power among the potentates of Europe. In 2 4-th of J ~::ne. 
thefe entertainments, more than in any ferious bufinefs, did the two Kings pafs the 
time, till their departure. 

HENRY, after his return to Calais, paid a vifit to the emperor and Margaret 
of Savoy at Gravelines, and engaged them to go along with him to Calais, and 
pafs fome days in that fortrefs. The artful and politic Charles here compleated 
the impreffion, which he had begun to make on I-Ienry and his favourite, and 
effaced all the friendlhip, to which the frank and liberal nature of Francis had 
given birth. As the houfe of Auftria began fenGbly to take the afcendant over the 
French monarchy, the interefts of England required that fome fupport fhould 
be given to the latter, and above all, that any important wars fhould be prevented, 
which might beftew on either of them a decifive fuperiority over the other. But 
the jealoufy of the Engli!h againft France has ever prevented a cordial union 
between thefe nations: And Charles, fenfible of this hereditary animofity, ·and 
defirous farther to flatter Henry's vanity, had made him an offer, (an offer in 
which Francis was afterwards obliged to concur) that he Ihould be entire arbiter 
in any difpute or difference that Ihould arife between the monarchs. But the 
great mafi:erpiece of Charles's politics was the fecuring \Volfey in his interdl-s, by 
very important fervices, and fiill higher promifes. He renewed aourances of 
affifl:ing him in obtaining the papacy; and he put him in prefent poffefiion of the 
revenues, belonging to the fees of Badajox and Palencia in Cafrile. The acqui
fitions of W olfey were now become fo exorbitant, that, joined to the penfions 
from foreign powers, which Henry allowed him to poffefs, his revenues were 
computed nearly to equal thofe which belonged to the crown itfelf ~ and he fpent 

• Mezeray. 

VoL. III. Q them 
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Chap. IT. thetn with a magnificence, or rather an oftentation, which gave general offence tO: 
15 zo. the people; and much Ie!rened his m after in the eyes of all foreign nations*. 

1 sz1. THE violent perfonal emulation and political jealoufy which had taken 
place between the emperor and the French King, foon broke out in aCtion. 

\Var between Francis fent an army into Navarre under the command of De Foix, in order 
C,rha~~i: .. and to replace the family of Albert in the poffeffion of that kingdom ; and this en

terprize could not have been complained of as a breach of treaty, if De Foix 
had confinec;l himfelf to that equitable defign. But after he had fubdued Na
'varre, finding Spain in great diforder from the infurreB:ions of the people, he 

1ought the opportunity favourable, and he ventured, with Francis's approba
n, to lay fiege to Logrog!'lo in Caftile. This. invafion, contrary to what was 

expeeted, put an end to the domeftic diffenfions of the Cafblians ; who attacked 
the French, obliged them to raife the Gege, purfued the advantage, and entirely 
~xpelled them Navarre, which has ever fince remained united with the Spa· 
nifh monarchy t. Robert de la Marck, duke of Bouillon and prince of Sedan, 
having received fome difguft from the governefs of the Low countries, had taken 
arms and invaded thofe provinces ; and had even fent a chailenge or defiance to 
the emperor himfelf:J: : A boldnefs which feemed entirely unaccountable, except 
on the fupofition that this petty prince had received fecret encouragement from 
Francis. On the other hand, Charles~ in order to chaftife the infolence of Ro
bert, had levied a powerful army, and advanced to the frontiers of France, which 
he threatened with an invafion. I--Ioftilities were foon carri~d farther ; his gene
rals befieged Maufon, which they took; they invefied Mezieres, where they met 
with ·a repulfe. In Italy likewife the two monarchs were not inactive. Francis 
negotiate~ with the Pope, in order to engage him to concur in expelling the im
perialifis from Naples: But Charles had the addrefs to finilh his league with the 
fame power for expelling the French frotn Milan ; and the united arms of the
allies had invaded that dutchy, and had almoft entirely finilhed their enterprize. 

WHILE thefe ambitious and warlike princes were committing hofti1ities on each 
other in every part of Europe, they ftill made profeffions of the ftrongeft de fire of· 
peace ; and both of them carried inceffantly their complaints to Henry, as to the 

Mediation of umpire between them. The King, who appeared neutral, engaged them. to 
Henry, fend their ambaifadors to Calais, there to negotiate a peace under the mediation-of 

W olfey and the pope's nunti<?. The emperor was well acquainted with the par-
tiality of thefc medi"ators; and his demands in the conference were fo unr-eafonable, , 
as plainly proved him confcious of this advantage. He required the reftitution 

• Polydore Virgil. Hall •. t Vera, hift •. de Char. V. t Memoires de Eellay, lib. r .. 
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<Jf Burgundy, a province, which many years before had been ceded to France by Chap. H. 

treaty, and which would have given him accefs into the midft of that kingdom: 
1
5

2 
• 

And he demanded to be freed from the homage, which his ancefl:ors had ever paid 
for Flanders and Artois, and which he himfelf had~ by the treaty of Noyon, pro-
mifed to renew. On Francis's rejeCting thefe terms, the congrefs at Calais broke 
up, and Wolfey, foon after, took a journey to Bruges, where he met with the 
emperor. He was received with the fame ftate, magnificence, and refpeC1:, as if 
he had been the King of England himfelf; ar:td he concluded in his mafter's 2 4-th of No· 

name an offenfive alliance with the pope and the emperor againfl: France. l-Ie vernber .. 

engaged that England fhould next fummer invade that kingdom with forty thou-
fand men; and he betrothed to Charles the princefs Maf1, the King's only child, 
who had now fome profpetl: of inheriting the crown. This extravagant alliance, 
which was prejudicial to the interefts, and might have proved fatal to the liberty 
and independance of the kingdom, was the refult of the humours and prejudices 
of the King, and the private views and expeCtations of the cardinal. 

THE people faw every day new inftances of the uncontrouled authority of this 
minifrer. The duke of Buckingham, conftable of England, the firft nobleman 
both for family and fortune in the kingdom, had been fo unfortunate as to give 
difguft to the cardinal, and it was not long before he found reafon to repent his 
indifcretion. He feems to have been a man full of levity and rafh projeCts ; and Trial aml 

being infatuated with judicial aftrology, he entertained commerce with one Hop- c.ondemna-

k
. C h {j I h d I . . h . f h' . tion of the ms, a art u Jan mon <, w o encourage 11m m t e notion o 1s mounttng one duke of 

day the throne of England. He was defcended by a female from the duke of Buckingham, 

Glocefter, youngeft fon of Edward the third; and tho' his claim to the crown was 
thereby very remote, he had been fo imprudent as to let fall fome expreffions, as 
if he thought himfelf befl intitled, in cafe the King fhould die without i.ffue, to 
poffefs the royal dignity. He had not even abftained from threats againft the 
King's life, and had provided himfelf of artns, which he intended to employ, in 
cafe a favourable opportunity fhould offer. He was brought to a trial ; and the 
duke of Norfolk, whofe fon, the earl of Surrey, had married Buckingham's 
daughter, was created lord fteward, in order to prefide at this folemn procedure. 
The jury confifred of a duke, a marquis, feven earls, and twelve barons; and 
t!-ley gave their verdiCt: again~ Buckingham, which was foon after put in execution .. 
There is no reafon to think the fentence unjuft *; but as Buckingham's crime 

1
7th of May 

feemed to proceed more from indifcretion than deliberate malice, the people~ who 
loved that nobleman, expeCt:ed that the King would grant him a pardon, and 
afcribed their difappointment to the malice and revenge of the cardinal. The 

Herbert. Hall.. Stowe, 5 13. Hollingfued, p. 862. 
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King's own jealoufy, however, againft all pretenders to the crown, was, not-:
withftanding his undoubted title, very remarkable during the whole courfe of his 
reign; and was alone fufficient to render him implacable againft Buckingham. 
The office of conftable, which Buckingham inherited from the Bohuns, earls of 
Hereford, was forfeited, and was never after revived by Henry. 

c· H A P. Ill. 

IJigrejjion concerning the eccle)iaflical )late .--Origin of the refirma
tion.--Martin Lt:tther.--1-Ienry receives the title of difender of 
the faith.--Caufes of the progrefs of the reformation:---;-War with 
France.--Invajion of France.--War with Scotland.-A Par
liament.-Invajion q~· France.-Italian wars.-'I'he King of 
France invades Italy.--Battle if Pavia and captivity of Francis. 
--Francis recovers his liberty.--Sack of Rome.--League 
:With France .. 

U RING fame years, n1any parts of Europe had been agitated with thofe 
religious controverfies, which produced the reformation, one of the greateft 

events in hiftory : But as it was no; till this time, that the King of England pub
licly took part in the quarrel, we had no occafion to give any account of its 
rife and progrefs. It will now be necelfary to explain thefe theological difputes ; 
or what is more material, to trace from their origin thofe abufes, which fo ge
nerally diffufed the opinion, that a refornlation of the church or ecclefiaftical 
order was become highly expedient, if not abfolutel y necefrary. We fhall be 
better enabled to comprehend the fubjeB:, if we take the n1atter a little higher, 
and reflect a moment on the reafons, why there n1uft be an ecclefiafi:ical order, 
and a public efi:ablilhment of religion in every civilized community. The im
portance of the prefent occafion wil1, I hope, excufe this iliort digreffion. 

Digrei1ion MosT of the arts and profe!Iions in a ftate are o£ fuch a nature, that, while 
concer1ni~gft' they promote the interefts of the fociety, they are alfo ufeful or agreeable to fome 
theecceJla 1-. d' .d I d. f . 
cal Jlate. 10 lVI ua s ~ an m that cafe, the conftant rule o the mag1fi:rate, except, per-

haps, on the firft introduction of any art, is, to leave the profeffion to itfelf, and 
I 

truft its encouragement to the individuals, who reap the benefit of it. The· arti-
zans, finding their profits to rife by the favour of their cufl:omers, encreafe, as 

3 n1uch 
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much as p ffible, their ikill and ind uftry; and as matters are not difturbed by Chap. nr. 
any i11judicious tampering, the commodity is always fure to be at all times ex- 1 521. 
actly proportioned to the demand. 

BuT there are alfo fome callings, which, tho' ufeful and even neceiTary in a. 
ftate, bring no advantage nor pleafure to any individuals ; and the fupreme power 
is obliged to alter its conduct with regard to the retainers of thofe profeffions. 
It muft give them public encouragement in order to their fubfiftance; and it. 

· muft provide againft that negligence, to which they will naturally be fubject, 
either by annexing particular honours to the profeffion, by eftablifhing a long 
fubordination of ranks and a firiCt dependance, or by fome other expedient. 
The perfons employed in. the finances, armies, fleets, and magiftracy are inftances · 
of this order of men. · 

IT may naturally be thoughr, at firft view, that the ecclefiaftics belong to the 
:firft clafs, and that their encouragement, as well as that of lawyers and phyfi
cians, may fafely be trufted to the liberality of individuals, who are attached 
to their doctrines, and who find benefit or confolation from their fpiritual miniftry~ 
and affiftance. Their induftry and vigilance will, no doubt, . be whetted by fuch 
an additional motive; and their ikill in the profeffion, as well as their addrefs 
in governing the minds o£ the people, n1uft receive daily encreafe, from their en
creafing practice, ftud y, and attention. 

BuT if we confider the matter !J10re clofely, we fhall find, that this interefted 
diligence of the clergy is what every wife legiilator will ftudy to prevent ; becaufe 
in every· religion, except the true, it is· highly pernicious, and has even a naturd 
tendency to pervert the true, by infufing into it a firong mixture of fuperfti 
tion, folly, and delufion. Each ghoftly practitioner, in order to render himfelf 
more precious and facred in the eyes of his retainers, mufr infpire them with tl:a 
moft violent abhorrence againft all other feCts, an 1 continually endeavour, by fome 
novelty,. to excite the languid devotion of his au iience. No regard will be paid 
to truth, morals, or decency in the doCtrines inculcated. Every tenet will be 
adopted, . that beft fuits the diforderly affections of the human frame. Cufromers 
will be drawn to each conventicle by new induftry and addrefs in practifing oa 
the paffions and. credulity of the populace. And in the end, the civil magiftr.ate 
will find, that he has paid dear!y for his pretended frugality, in faving a fettled 
foundation for the priefts; and that in reality the mofl: decent and a l vantageo' g 

compofition, which he can make with · the fpiritual guides, is to brib their in
dolence, by affixing ftated falaries _to their profeffion, and rendering· it fup~r~ 
fluous for them to be farther active, than merely to preferve their ftock fr 'l 

firaxing in qucft of new paftures. And in this manner ecclefiaftical efrabli 1., • 
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Chap. nr. ments, tho' commonly they arofe at Grfl: from religious views, prove in the end 
15zx. advantageous to the political intereH:s of fociety. 

BuT we may obferve, that few ecclefiafrical efrablifuments have been fixed 
1.1pon a worfe founrlation than that of the church of Rome, or have been at
tended with circumfiances more hurtful to the peace and happinefs of mankind. 

THE ]arge revenues, privileges, immunities, and powers of the clergy ren· 
dered them forn1idable to the civil magifirate, and armed with too extenfive 
authority an order of men, who always adhere clofely together, and who never 
want a plaufible pretence for their encroachments and ufurpations. The higher 
dignities of the church ferved indeed, to the fupport of gentry and nobility; 
but by the e1lablifhment of monafteries, many of the loweft: vulgar were taken . 
from the ufeful arts, and maintained in thofe receptacles of Ooth and ignorance. 
The fupreme head of the church was a foreign potentate, who was guided by 
interefis, always different, fometimes contrary to thofe of the community. And 
as the hierarchy was neceffarily folicitous to preferve an unity of faith, rites and 
ceremonies, all liberty of thought ran a manifeft rifque of being extingui!hed ; 
and violent perfecutions, or what was worfe, a ftupid and abject credulity, took 
place every where. 

To encreafe thefe evils, the church, tho' fhe poffdfed large revenues, was not 
contented with her acquifitions, but retained a power of praccifing farther on the 
ignorance of mankind. She even befl:owed on each individual priefl: a power 
of enriching himfelf by the voluntary oblations of the f1ithful, and left him 
ftill a powerful motive for diligence and indufl:ry in his calling. And thus, that 
.church, tho' an expenfive and burthenfome efi:ablifhment, was liable to n1any of 
the inconveniencies, which bdong to an order of priefis, trufl:ed entirely to their 
own art and invention for attaining a fubfiftance. 

THE advantages, attending the Romifh hierarchy, were but a fmall compen
fat:on for its inconveniencies. The ecclefiafl:ical privileges, during barbarous times, 
had ferved as a check to the defpotifm of Kings. The union of all the weftern 
churches under the fupreme pontiff facilitated the intercourfe of nation!P, and tended 
to bind all the parts of Europe into a clofe connection with each other. And the 
pomp and fplendour of worfhip, which belonged to fo opulent an efi:ablifhment, 
contributed, in fon1e refpeets, to the encouragement of the fine arts, and began 
to diffufe a general elegance of tafl:e, by uniting it with religion. 

IT will eafil y be conceived, that, tho' the balance of evil prevailed in the 
Romifh church, this was not the chief reafon, which produced the reformation. 
A concurrence of incidents mufi: have contributed to forward that grea work. 

PoPE 
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PoPE Leo the tenth, by his generous and enterprizing temper, had very much Ch:~p. III. exhaufl:ed his treafury, and was obliged to make ufe of every invention, which 1521
" might yield money, in order to fupport his projPets, pleafures, and liberalities. The Origin of the fcheme of felling indulgences was fuggefl:ed to him, as an expedient which had reformation . ·often ferved in former times to draw money from the chriftian world, and make 

devout people willing contributors to the grandeur and riches of the court of 
Rome. The ·chyrch, it was fuppofed, was poffeffed of a great frock of merit, 
as being entitled to all the good works of the faints, beyond what were employed 
in their own juftification; and even to the merits of Chrifl: himfelf, which were· 
infinite and unbounded : And from this unexhaufted treafury, the pope might 
retail particular portions, and by that traffic acquire money, to be employed in pious purpofes, the refifting the Turk, or fubduing fchifmatics. \Vhen the mo
ney came into his treafury, the greateft part of it was ufually diverted to other. 
purpofes *. 

IT is commonly believed, that Leo, from the penetration of his genius, and' 
his familiarity with literature, was fully acquainted with the ridicule and fallacy of the doctrines, which, as fupreme pontiff, he was obliged by his intereft to promote: And it is the lefs wonder, therefore, tlut he employed for his profit 
thofe pious frauds, wh!ch his predeceffors, the mofl: ignorant and credulous, 
had always, under plaufible pretences, made ufe of for their felfi!h purpofes. He publifi1ed the fale of a general indulgence + ; and as his expences had not only 
exhaufted his ufual revenue, but even anticipated the income of this extraordinary 
expedient, the feveral branches of it were openly given awdy to particular per
fans, who were entitled to levy the impofition. The produce particularly of 
Saxony and the countries bordering on the Baltic was affigned to his lifter, Mag
dalene, married to Cibo, natural fon of Innocent the eighth ; and fhe, in order 
to enhance her profit, had farmed out the revenue to one Arcemboldi, a Genoefe, 
now a bifhop, formerly a merchant, who fiill retained all the lucrative arts of 
his former profeffion :j:. The Auftin friars had ufually been employed in Saxony to preach the indulgences, and from this truft had derived both profit and confi
deration : But Arcemboldi, fearing, lefl: practice might have taught them means
to fecrete the money §, and expecting no extraordinary fuccefs from the ordinary· 
methods of colleB:ion, gave this occupation to the Dominicans. Thefe monks,~ in order to prove themfelves worthy of the difiinEtion conferred on them, exag
gerated the benefit of indulgences by the mofl: unbounded panegyrics ; and ad
vanced doctrines on that head, which, tho' not more ridiculous than thofe al
ready received, w~re fuch as the ears of the people were not yet fully accuftomed. 

* 'G'ather Paul and Sleidan .. Father Pau11 Sleidan. § Father Paul, iib •. 1 • • 

a. 
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tc ~ro ·.1dd to the fcandal, the colleCl.ors of this revenue are faid to have lived 
vrv licent ious lives , and to have fpent in taverns, gaming-houfes, and places frill , 
tr)~·e infamous, the money, which devout perfons had faved from their ufual ex

pnce,, in order to purchafe a re million of their fins *. 
ALL thefe circumftances might have given offence, but would have been at

toded with no event of any importance, had there not arifen a ll?an, qualified 
t1 take advantage of the incident. l\1artin Luther, an Auftin friar, profeffor 
i1 the univerfity of Wirtemberg., refenting the affront put upon his order, began 
t~ preach againft thefe abufes in the fale of indulgences; and being naturally of 
afiery temper, and being provoked by oppofition, he proceeded even to decry 
idulgences themfelves ; and was thence carried, by the heat of difpute, to 

qeftion the authority of the pope, from which his adverfaries derived their chief 
aguments againft him t. Still as he enlarged his reading, -in order to fupport 
te fe tenets, he difcovered fome new abufe or error in the church of Rome; 
.., d finding his opinions greedily hearkened to, he promulgated them by writing, 
cJcourfes, .fermons, conferences ; and daily encreafed the number of his difciples . 
. dl Saxony, all Germany, all Europe were in a very little time filled with the 
\;ice of this daring innovator ; and men, rouzed from that lethargy, in which 
tey had fo long fiept, began to call in queftion the n1ofl: antient and moft re
cived opinions. 'The eleB:or of Saxony, favourable to Luther's doctrine, pro
t ed him fron1 the violence of the papal jurifdiB:ion : The republic of Zuric 
uen reformed their church according to the new mode] : Many fovereigns of 
ne empire, and the imperial diet itfelf, fhowed a favourable difpofition towards 
j: And Luther, a man naturally inflexible, vehement, opinionative, was be
ome incapable either from promifes of advancement, or terrors of feverity, to 
elinquifh a feet, of which he was himfelf the founder, and which brought him / 
, glory, fuperior to all others, the glory of diB:ating the religious faith and prii}-

iples of multitudes. 
THE rumour of thefe innovations foon reached England ; and as there frill 

.Jbfifi:ed in that kingdom great remains of the Lollards, whofe principles refemblcd 
hofe of Luther,' the new doCtrines gained fecretly many partizans among the . 
aiety of all ranks and denominations. I-Ienry had been educated in a ftrict at
achment to the church of Rome, and he bore a particular prejudice againfl: 
~uther, who, in his writings, fpoke with contempt of 1'homas Aquinas, the 
Gng's favourite author: He oppofed himfelf therefore to the progrefs of the 
~utheran tenets, by all the influence which his extenfive and almoft abfolute au-

• Father Paul, lib. 1. t Father Paul, Sleidan. 
thority 
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thority conferred upon him: f-Ie even ·undertook to combat them with weapoLR Chap. III. 
not ufually employed by monarchs, efpecially thofe in the flower of their ag~ •szx. 
and force of their paffions. He wrote a book in L atin againft the principles cf 
Luther; a performance, which, if allowance be made for the fubject and th: 
age, does no difcredit to his capacity. He fent a copy of it to Leo, who re. 
ceived fo magnificent a prefent with great teftimony of regard ; and conferred 01 

him, the title of Defender of the Faith ; an appellation ftill retained by th H 
enry re

Kings of England. Luther, who was in the heat of controverfy, foon wrote ar ceives the title 

anf wer to Henry; and without regard to the dignity of his antagonift, treatec ~~ ~~ff.:1ce;. 
him with all the acrimony of ftyle, to which, in the courfe of his polemics, h( 
had fo long been accuftomed. The King, by this ill ufage, was ftill more preju 
diced againfi: the new doetrines; but the public, who naturally favour the weake1 
party, were inclined to attribute ·to Luther the victory in the difpute :1:· And a: 
the controverfy became more illuftrious, by Henry's entering the lifts, it drew fti l 
more the attention of mankind ; and the Lutheran doctrine acquired daily ne\1 
converts in every part of Europe. 

THE quick and furprizing progrtfs of this bold feet may juftJy in part be Caufes of the 
afcribed to the late invention of printing, and revival of learning : Not tha1 progrefs of 

r b • fid bl · · · h d h . the 1 eforma· rea.on or~ any con 1 era e part, m opemng mens eyes Wit regar to t e I m· tion. 

poftures of the Romi!h church : For of all branches of literature, phi)ofophy 
had, as yet, and till long afterwards, made the m oft inconfiderable progrefs; 
neither is there any inftance where argument has been able to free the people from 
that enormous load of abfurdity, with which fuperftition has every where over· 
whelmed them: Not to mention, that the rapid advance of the Lutheran doc-
trine, and the violence, with which it was embraced, prove fufficiently, that it 
owed not its fuccefs to reafon and reflection. The art of printing and the revival 
of learning forwarded its progrefs in another manner. By means of that art, 
the books of Luther and his fectaries, full of vehemence, declamation and a rude 
eloquence, were propagated more quickly, and in greater numbers. The minds 
of men, fomewhat awakened from a profound fleep of fo many centuries, were 
pr pared for every novelty, and fcrupled lefs to tread in any unufual p~th, which 
was opened to them. And as copies of the fcriptures and other antient monu· 
ments of the chriftian faith became more common, men perceived the innova· 
tion~, which were introduced after the firft centuries ; and though argument and 
reafoning could not give conviction, an hiftorical fact, well fupported, was able 
to make impreffion on their underftandings. Many of the powers, indeed, af-
fumed by the church of Rome, were very antient, and were prior to almoft every 

• Father Paul, lib. 1. 
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political government eftabliihed in Europe : But as the ecclefiafiics would not 
agree to poffefs their privileges as matters of civil right_, which nme could ren
der valid, but appealed ftill to a divine origin, men were temptd to look into 
their primitive charter; and they could, without much difficulty, perceive its 
defeCt in truth and authenticity. 

IN order to 9eflow on this topic the greater influence, Luther arrl his followers~ 
not fatisfied with oppofing the pretended divinity of the Romih church, and 
difplaying the temporal inconveniencies of that eflablilhment, :arried matters 
n1uch farther, and treated the religion of their anceftors, as aboninable,- deteft
able, dam.nable; foretold by facred writ itfelf as the fource of all ;vickednefs and 
pollution. They denominated the pope antichrifr, called his C<)mmunion the 
fcarlet whore, and gave to Rome the appellation of Baby Ion; expreffions, 
which, however applied, were to be found in fcripture, and wlich were better 

· calculated to operate on the multitude than the m oft folid arguments. Excited by 
conteft and perfecution on the one hand, by fuccefs and applaufe on the other, 
many of the reformers carried to the greateft extremity their opJofition againft 
the church of Rome ; and in contradiCtion to the multiplied fuplrftitions, with 
which that communion was loaded, they adopted an enthufiaftic [train of devo
tion, which admitted of no obfervances, rites or ceremonies, but paced all merit 
in a myfterious fpecies of faith, in inward vi !ion, rapture, and extacy. The 
new feCl:aries, feized with this fpirit, were indefatigable in the Jropagation of 
their doetrine, and fet at defiance all the anathemas and punifhmen:s, with which 
the Roman pontiff endeavoured to overwhelm them. 

THAT the civil power, however, might afford them proteetbn againft the 
ecclefiaftical jurifdiCt_ion, the Lutherans advanced doctrines favOl.rable, in fome 
refpects, to the temporal authority of fovereigns. They inveigled againft the 
abufes of the court of Ron1e, with which men were at that tim! generaJ.Iy dif
contented ; and exhorted princes to reinftate themfelves in thoe powers, of 
which the incroaching fpirit of the ecclefiaftics, an~ efpecially of the fovereign 
pontiff, had fo long bereaved them. They condemned celibacy and monaftic 
vows, and thereby opened the doors of the convents to thofe wlo were either 
tired of the obedience and chaf1:ity, or difgufted with the licence, in which they 
had hitherto lived. They blamed the excefllve riches, the idlenefs, :he libertinifm 
of the clergy; and pointed out their trealures and revenues as hwful fpoil to 
the firlt invader. And as the ecclefiaftics had hitherto conducted a willing and' 
a ftupid audience, and were totally unacquainted with controverf), much more 
with every fpecies of true literature ; they were unable to defend thenfelves againft 
men, armed with authorities, citations, and . popular topics, an( qualified to 

triump 
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triumph in e\'ery altercation or debate. Such were the advantages, with which Chap. JIJ;. 
the reformers began their attack of the Roman hierarchy; and fuch were the I)zi. 

caufes of thei~ rapid and aftonifhing fuccefs. 

LEo the tetlth, whofe overfight and too fupine truft in the profound ignorance 
1
a Decem

of the people, had given rife to this feet, but whofe found judgment, modera- her. 
tion and temt:er, were well qualified to retard it progrefs, died in the flower of his 
age, a little after he received the King's book againft Luther ; and he was fuc-
ceeded in the ?apal chair, by Adrian, a Fleming, who had been tutor to the em-
peror Charles. This man was fitted to gain on the reformers by the integrity, 
candour, and fimplicity of manners, by which he was diftinguifhed; but, fo vio~ 
lent were their prejudices againfr the chm~ch, he rather hurt the caufe by his impru.: 
dent exercife of thofe virtues. He frankly confeffed, that many abominable and 
deteftable pracl:ices prevailed in the court of Rome ; and by this fincere avowal, 
he gave occafion of much triumph to the Lt!therans. This pontiff alfo, whofe 
penetration w1s not equal to his good intentions, was feduced to concur in that 
league,. which Charles and Henry had formed againft' France *; and he thereby 
augmented the fcandal, occafioned by the practice Qf fo many preceding popes, 
who frill made their fpiritual. arms fubfervient to political purpofes. 

THE emperor, Charles, who knew, that Wolfey had received a difappoint- 1szz. 
ment in his ambitious hopes by the election of Adrian, and who dreaded the re
fentment of r:1at haughty minifter, was felicitous to repair the breach made in 
their friend !hip by this incident. He paid a new vifit to England ; and befides, 

6 1 
M 

2 t l a-y. 
flattering the vanity of the King and the cardinal, he repeated to Wolfey all the 
promifes, whi:h he had made him, of feconding his pretenfions to the papal 
throne. W.olrey, fenfible that Adrian's great age and infirmities promifed a 

fudden vacancy, diff'embled his refentment, and was willing to hope for a more 
profperous iifue of the next election. The emperor renewed the treaty made at 
Bruges, to which fome articles were added; and he agreed to indemnify both the 
King and Wolfey for the revenues which they 1hould lofe by a breach with 
France. The more to ingratiate himfelf with Henry and the Engli!h nation; he 
gave to Surrey, admiral of England, a commifiion for being admiral of his dow 
minions; and he himfelf was inftalled knight of the garter at London. After a 
ftay of fix weeks in England, he embarked at Southampton, and in ten days 
arrived in Spain, where he foon pacified the tumults which had arifen in hii 
abfence t. 

• Guicciardini, lib. 14·• t Petrus de Angleria, epifi. 765 . 
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THE King declared war againft France; and this meafure was founded on fo 
little reafon, that he could allege nothing as a ground of quarrel, but Francis's 
refufal to fubmit to his arbitration, and his fending Albany into Scotland. This 
}aft ftep had not been taken by the French King, till he was quite a.fTured of 
Henry's refolution to attack him. Surrey landed fome troops at Cherbourg in 
Normandy; and after laying wafte the country, he failed to Morlaix, a rich 
town in Britanny, which he took and plundered. The Englilh merchants had 
great property in that place, which was no more fpared by the foldiers, than the 
goods of the French. Surrty then left the charge of the fleet to the vice-admi
ral; and failed to Calais, where he took the command of the Engli!h army, 
deftined for the invafion of France. This army, when joined by forces from 
the Low Countries under the command of the count de Buren, confifted in the 
whole of 18,ooo men. 

THE French had made it a maxim in all their wars w·ith the Englilh, fince the 
reign of Charles the fifth, never, without great neceffity, to hazard a general 
engagement ; and the duke of Vendome, who commanded the French army, 
now embraced this wife policy. He fupplied the towns moft expofed, efpecially 
Boulogne, Montreuil, Teroilenne, Hedin, with ftrong garrifons and plenty of 
provifions: He himfelf took poft at Abbeville, with fome Swifs and French in
fantry, and a body of cavalry : The count of Guife encamped under Montreuil 
with fix thoufand men. Thefe two bodies were in a fituation to join upon oc
cafion ; to throw fuccour into any town, that was threatened ; and to harrafs the 
Engli!h in every movement. Surrey, who was not fupplied with magazines, 
firft divided his army for the convenience of fubfifting them ; but finding that 
'his quarters were every moment beaten up by the activity of the .French gene
rals, he drew together the forces, and laid liege to Hedin. But neither did he 
fucceed in this enterprize. The garrifon made vigorous fallies upon his army : 
The Frtnch forces affaulted them from without: Great rains fell : Fatiaue and 

0 

bad weather threw the foldiers into dyfenteries : And Surrey was obliged to raife 
the fiege, and put. his troops into winter quarters about the end of OCtober. 
His rear-guard was attacked at ·Pas in Artois ; and five or fix hundred men were 
cut off; nor could all his efforts make him mafter of one place within the French 
frontier. 

THE allies were more fuccefsful in Italy. Lautrec, who commanded the 
French, loft a bloody battle at Bicocco near Milan; and was obliged to retire 
with the remains of his army. This misfortune, which proceeded from Francis's 
negligence in not fupp1ying Lautrec with money *, was followed by the lofs of 

• Guicciardini, lib. 14. 
Genoa. 
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Genoa. The cafHe of Cremona was the foie fortrefs in Italy, which remained in Chap. III. 
the hands of the French. 15 22

• 

EuRoPE was now in fuch a fituation, and fo conneCled by alliances and interelf, 
that it was almoft impoffible for war to be kindled in one part, and not diffufe 
itfelf thro' the whole: But of all the leagues among kingdoms, the clofeH: was 
that which had fo long fubllfted between France and Scotland; and the Engli!h, 
while at war with the former nation, could not expecr to remain long unmoleited 
on the northern frontier. No fooner had Albany arrived in Scotland, than he War with 

took meafures for kindling a war with England ; and he fummoned the whole Scotland. 

force of the kingdom to meet in the fields of Ranine t. He thence conducted 
the army fouthwards into Annandale; and prepared. to pafs the borders at Sol way-
Frith. But many of the nobility were difguited with the regent's adminiitration; 
and obferving, that his connexions with his native country were very feeble in 
comparifon of thofe with France, they murmured, that for the fake of foreign in-
terefts, their peace fhould be fo ofcen dirl:urbed, and war, during their King's 
minority, be wantonly entered into with a neighbouring nation, fo much fuperior 
in force and riches. The Gordons, in particular, refuied to advance any farther; 
and Albany, obferving a general difcontent to prevail, was obliged to conclude a 
truce with lord Dacres, warden of the Englifu weft marches. Soon after, he 
departed for France ; and left the oppofite faction fhould gather force in his 
abfence, he fent thither before him the earl of Angus, hufband to the queen 
dowager. 

NExT year, Henry, that he might take advantage of the regent's abfence~ · 15 ~3 • 
marched an army into Scotland under the command of Surrey, who ravaged 
the Merfe and Teviotdale without oppofition, and burned the town of Jedburgh.-
The Scots had neither King nor Regent to conduCt them: The two Humes had 
been put to death: Angus was in a manner baniilied : No nobleman of vigour or 
authority remained, who was qualified to a!fume the government: And the Eng-
li!h monarch, who knew the difrreffed fituation of the country, determined to 
puth them to extremity, in hopes of engaging them, by the fenfe of their prefent 
miferies, to make a folemn renounciation of the French alliance, and embrace that 
of England *. He even gave them hopes of contraCting a marriage between the 
lady Mary, heirefs of England, and their young tnonarch; an expedient, which 
would for ever unite the two kingdoms :1: : And the queen dowager, with her 

t Buchannan, lib. 1 4· Drummond. Pifcott.ir. 
:t Le Grand, vol. Ill. p. 39• 
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whole arty, recommended every where the advantages of this alliance, and of. a 
confed·acy with England. They faid, that the interefi:s of Scotland had too 
long l:en facrificed to thole of the French nation, who, whenever they found 
themferes reduced to difficulties, called for the affiftance of their allies, but were 
ready > abandon them, fo foon as they found their advantage in making peace with 
Englad : That where a fmall ftate entered into fo clofe a confederacy with a 
greatet it muft always expeCt this treatment, as a confequence of the unequal 
allianc; but that there were peculiar circumftances in the fituation of the king
doms,which, in the prefent cafe, rendered it inevitable: That France was fo 
diftanand fo divided from them by feas, J:hat fhe fcarce could by any means, 
and n(er could in time, fend fuccours to the Scots, fufficient to proteCt then1 
againGravages from ·the neighbouring kingdom : That nature had, in a manner, 
framecan alliance between the two Britifh nations ; having inclofed them in the 
fame i!md; given them the fame manners, language, laws, and form of govern
ment ;and prepared every thing for an intimate union between them : And thar, 
if natinal antipathies were abolifhed, which would foon be the effect of peace, 
thefe t·o kingdotns, fecured by the ocean and by their domeftic force, could fet 
at defi1ce all foreign enemies, and remain for ever fecure and unmolefted. 

1 TH J partizans of the French alliance faid, on the other hand, that the · very 
<reafon: which were urged iQ favour of a league with England, the clofe neigh· 
bourhod of the kingdom and its fuperior force, were the real caufes, why a 
fincerewd durable confederacy could never be framed with that hofrile nation : 
That cnong neighbouring ftates, occafions of quarrel were frequent; and the more 
powenl people would be fure to feize every frivolous pretence for oppreffing the 
weake1 and reducing them to fubjeB:ion : That as the near neighbourhood of 
Francand England had kindled a war almoft perpetual between them, it was the 
intere( of the Scots, if they wifhed to maintain their independancy, to preferve 
their ltgue with the former kingdom, which balanced the force of the latter : 
'That i they deferted that old and falutary alliance, on which their importance 
in EtHpe chiefly depended, their antient enemies, fiimulated both by intereft and 
by paJon, would foon invade them with fuperior force, and reduce them to fub-
jeB:ion Or if they delayed the attack, the infidious peace, by making the Scots 
lofe th ufe of arms, would only prepare the way for a flavery more certain and 
more retrievable *. 

Ta:arguments employed by the French party, being feconded by the natural 
prejndes of the people, feemed rather to prevail : .And when the regent himfelf, 
who h:l been long detained beyond his appointed time by the terror of the Englilh 
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fleet, at laft appeared among them, he was able to throw the balance entely on Chap. ur. 
that fide. By the authority of the convention of ftates, he affembled an arrv, with 1 523· 
a view of avenging the ravages committed by the Englifh in the beginnin,of the 
campaign ; and he led them fouchwards towards the borders. But wln they 
were paffing the Tweed at the bridge of Melrofs, the Englifh party we1 again 
able to raife fuch oppofition, that Albany thought proper to make a retrea He 
marched downwards, along the banks of the Tweed, keeping that riveron his 
right; and fixed his camp oppofite to Werk-Caft1e, which Surrey ha< lately 
repaired. He fent over fome troops to befiege that fortrefs, who made cbreach 
in it, and ftormed fome of the outworks : But the regent, hearing of te ap-
proach of an Engli!h army, and difcol:lraged by the advanced feafon, thougt pro-
per to difband his forces and retire to Edinburgh. Soon after he went ver to 
France, and never again returned to Scotland. The Scots nation, agitated t their 
domeftic factions, were not, during feveral years, in a condition to gie any 
n1ore difturbance to England ; and Henry had fullleifure to profecute his efigns 
on the continent. 

THE reafon, why the war againft France proceeded fo fiowly on the art _ of 
England was the want of money. All Henry the feventh's treafures we long 
fince diffipated; the King's habits of expence fti!J remained; and his rrenues 
were unequal even to the ordinary fupport of his government, much moNo his 
military enterprizes. He had ]aft year caufed a general furvey to be madelf the 
kingdom; the numbers of men, their years, profeffion, frock, revenue ,.., and 
expreffed great fatisfaB:ion on finding the nation fo opulent. He then ifftd out 
privy feals to the moft we~lthy, demanding loans of particular fums; a:l this 
aEt of power, tho' fomewhat irregular and tyrannical, had been formerly p1Cl:ifed 
by the Kings of England ; and the people were now familiarized to it. BuHen
ry carried his authority much farther on this occafion. He publifued an ecB: .for 
a general tax upon his fubjeCts, which he ftiH called a loan; and he levi,f five 
1hillings in the pound from the clergy, two fhillings from the laity. 'I'h pre
tended loan, as being more regular, was really more dangerous to the liberes of 
the people ; and was a precedent for the King's impofing taxes without c1fent 
of Parliament. 

HENRy fummoned a Parliament this year, together with a convocation and 
1 

thof .<\ rii 

found neither of them in a difpofition to complain of the infringement oftheir lPar!ian~or. 
privileges. It was only doubted, how far they would carry their liberality ) the 
King. Woliey, who had undertaken the management of this affair, beg as ith 
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the convocation; in h<,>pes, that tl~eir exlmp~e would influence the Parliament to 
grant a large fupply. l-Ie demanded a moiety of their ecclefiaftical revenues to 
be levied in five years, or two fhillings in the pound during th~t time, and tho' 
he met with oppofition, he reprimanded fo feven:-ly the refractory members, 
that his requeft was at lafl: complied with. The cardinal afterwards, attended by 
feveral of the nobility and prelates, came to the houfe of commons ; and in a 
long and elaborate fpeech laid before them the public neceffit)t.s, the dJngers of 
an invaGon from Scotland, the affronts received from France, the league in which 
the King was engaged with the pope and the emperor; and he den1anded a 
grant of 8oo,ooo pounds, divided into four yearly payments; a fum, computed 
from the late furvey or valuation to be equivalent to four l11i!lings in the pound. 
of one year's revenue, or one iliilling in the pound yearly, acccr,.i ing to the divi
fion propofed. So large a grant was unufual from t1le commons; <-!'nd tho' the 
cardinal's dFmand was feconded by Sir Thomas More the fpeaker, and feveral 
other members attached to the court, the houfe could not b~ prevailed with to 
comply t. They only voted two iliillings in the pound on all poffdfed of twenty 
pounds a year and upwards; one fhilling on all between twenty pounds and furty 
1hiHings a year; and on al I the reft of r!1e fubjech above fi:"teen years of age a 
groat a- head. This I aft fu m was di videJ into two yearly payments ; the former 
into four yearly payments, and was not therefore at the outmofi: above fix-pence in 
the pound. The grant of the commons was but the moiety of the fum demanded; 
and the cardinal, therefore, much mortified with the difappointment, came again 
to the houfe, and defired to reafon with fuch as refufed to comply with the King's 
requeft. He was told, that it was a rule of the houfe never to reafon but among 
themfelves; and his defire was rejected. 'I'he commons, however, enlaraed a 

0 
little their fonner grant, and voted an impofition of three :lhillings in the pound 
on all poffeffed of fifty pounds a year, and upwards *. The proceedings of this 

t Herbert. Stowe, p8. Pdrliamentary Hiflory. Strype, vol. i. p. 49• 50. 
* It is faid, that when Henry heard that the commons mJ.de a great difficulty of g.·anting the re

quired fupply, he was fo provoked, that he fenr for Ed.va rd Montague, one of the me.:nbers, \vho had 
a confiJerable influence on the houfe; and he being introduced to his majef!:y, h .d the mortification 
to hear him fpeak in thdl! words: Ho! man! will they 11ot /':!fer 1l!Y 6iil to pafi? And laying 
his hand on Montague's head, who was then on his knees before him: Get my /nil pojf d by 
to-morro·-w, or el.fe to-morro·w this head of y?u1·s }hall b.! off. This cavalier manner of Henry fuc
ceeded: For next day the bill was palfed. Col/ins's Briti)h peerage. Grove's life of 1-Fo!Ji.J·. We are 
told by Hall, fol. 38, That cardinal Wolfey endeavoured to terrify the c:tizens of Loncon into 
the general loan, exacted in 15 2 5, and told them plainly, that it were 6etter, that fome foould fi1fer 
indigence, than that the King at thi.s time jho11/d lacl; and therefore 6e~uare and riftjl not, nor rujjle not in 
this cafe, for it may fortu11e to cojl fime people tbeir heatli. Such was the ftyle, employed by this King 
and his minifters. 
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houfe of commons difcover evidently the humo~r of the times : hey were e~- Chap. IT ·. 

tremely tenacious of their money, and refufed a demand of the crown, which was 152 • 

far from being unreafonable ; but they allowed an encroachment on national pri-
vileges to pals uncenfured, tho' its direct tendency was to fubvert entirely the 
liberties of the people. The King was fo diffatified with this faving difpofition of 
the commons, that, as he had not called a Parliament during feven years before, 
he allowed f~ven more to elapfe, before he fummoned another. And on pretence 
of neceffity, he levied, in one year, from all who were worth forty pounds, what 
the Parliament had granted him payable in four years t; a new invafion of national 
privileges. Thefe irregularities were commonly afcribed to the cardinal's coun-
fels, who, trufring to the protection, afforded him by his ecclefiafrical character, 
was lefs fcrupulous in his encroachments on the civil rights of the nation. 

THAT ambitious prelate received this year a new difappointment in his afpiring 
views. The pope, Adrian the fixth, died ; and Clement the feventh, of the family 
of L\1edicis, was elected in his place, by the concurrence of the imperial party. 
Wolfey began now to perceive the infincerity of the emperor, and concluded that 
that prince would never fecond his pretenfions to the papal chair. This injury 
was highly refented by the cardinal ; and he began thenceforth to eftrange him
felf from the imperial court, and to pave the way for an union between his maf
ter and the French King. Meanwhile, he diffembled his refentment; and after 
congratulating the new pope on his promotion, applied for a continuation of the 

legantine powers, which the two former popes had conferred upon him. Clement, 
knowing the importance of gaining his friendihip, granted him a commiffion for 
life ; and by this unufual conceffion, he in a manner transferred to him the whole 

, papal authority in England. In fome particulars, W olfey made a good ufe of this 
extenfive power. He erected two colleges, one at Oxford, another at Ipfwich, 
the place of his nativity: He fought, all over Europe, for learned men to fupply 
the chairs of thefe colleges: And in order to beftow endowments on them, he 

fuppre.ffed fome fmaller monafteries, and diftributed the monks into other con-. 
vents. The execution of this project became the lcfs difficult for him, bece1ufe 
the Romifh church began to perceive, that !he over-abounded in monks, and that 
fhe wanted fome fupply of learning, in order to oppofe the inquifitive, or rather 
difputative, humour of the new reformers. 

THE confederacy againft France feemed more formidable than ever, on the 
opening of this compaign *· Adrian, before his death, had renewed the league 
with Charles and Henry. The Venetians had been induced to defert the French 
alliance, and to form engagements for the fecuring Sforza in poffeffion of tl.le 
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Milanefe. The Florentines, the dukes of Ferrara and Mantua, and all the powers 
of Italy combined in the fame meafure. The emperor in perfon menaced Prance
with a powerful invafion on the fide of Guienne: The forces of England and the 
Netherlands feemed ready to break into Picardy: A numerous body of Germans 
were preparing to ravage Burgundy : But all thefe perils frotn foreign enemies 
were lefs threatening than a domefl:ic confpiracy, which had been forming, and 
which was now come to full maturity againft the French monarch. 

CHARLES duke of Bourbon, conftable of France, was a prince of the moft 
1hining merit; and, befide diftingui!hing himfelf in many military enterprizes~ 
he was adorned with every accompli!hment, which became a perfon of his high . 
ftation. His virtues, embelliihed with the graces of youth, had made fuch im
preffion on Louife of Savoy, Francis's mother, that, without regard to the in
equality of their years, fhe made him propofals of marriage; and meeting with 
a refufal, fhe formed fchemes of unrelenting vengeance againft him. She was a 
woman, falfe, deceitful, vindictive, malicious; but, unhappily for France, had 
by her capacity, which was confiderable, acquired an abfolute afcendant over her 
fon. By her inftigation, Francis put many affronts on the confiable, which it 
was difficult for a gallant fpirit to endure; and at laft he permitted Louife to 
profecute a lawfuit againft him, by which, on the moft frivolous pretences, he 
was deprived of his ample po.ffeffions ; and inevitable ruin was brought up,onz 
l1im. 

BouRBON, provoked at all thefe indignities, and thinking,. that, if any in
juries could juftify a man in rebelling againft his prince ano country, he muft 
f\:and acquitted, had entered into a fecret correfpondence with the emperor and· 
the King of England*. Francis, pertinacious in his deugn of recovering the 
Milanefe, had propofed to lead his army in perfon into Italy ; and Bourbon,, 
who feigned ficknefs, in order to have a pretence for ftaying behind, intended, , 
fo foon as the King had pa£Ted the Alps, to raife an infurreCl:ion among his nu
Inerous vaffals, by whom he was extremely beloved, and to introduce foreign 
enemies into the heart of the kingdom. Francis got intimation of his deugn; 
but not being prompt enough in fecuring fo dangerous a foe,. the confiable made 
his· efcape :J:; and putting himfelf in the emperor's fervice, did all the injuries 
to his native country, which his enterprizing fpirit and his great talents for war 
enabled him to perform. Charles profeifed fuch regard for him, that he promifed 
him his Gfter .in marriage, Eleonora, widow to Emanuel, King of Portugal ·; and 
when the conftable came to Madrid, fome time after, the emperor received him 
with all the demon!l:_rations of friendfhip. He faid to a Spanifh grandee, that 
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"he muft defire him, while Bourbon refided in that city, to allow him to take up Chap. 111. 
··his refidence in- his houfe, as moft fuitable to his rank and quality. The noble- zsz3. 
man replied, with a Caftilian dignity, that his majefty's defire was to him a 
fufficient reafon; but he muft tell him beforehand, that fo foon as Bourbon de-
parted he would raze to the ground the houfe which had been polluted by the 
prefence of fuch a traitor * .. 

THE King of England, defirous that Francis 1hould undertake his Italian ex
pedition, did not openly threaten Picardy this year with an invafion ; and it was 
late before the duke of Suffolk, who commanded the Engliih forces, paffed 
.()V er to Calais. He was attended with the lords Montacute, Herbert, F errars, z4-th Auguft~ 
Morney, Sandys, Berkeley, Powis, and many other noblemen and gentlemen t. 
The Engli!h army, reinforced by fome troops, drawn from the garrifon of Calais, 
amounted to about 12,ooo men ; and having joined an equal number of Flemings 
under the count de Buren, they prepared for an invafion of France. The fiege }~:~~~.n of 
of Boulogne was firft propofed; but that enterprize appearing difficult, it was 
thought more advifeable to leave this town behind them. The frontier of 
Picardy was very ill provided of troops; and the only defence of that pro-
vince .... was the aCtivity of the French officers, who infefted the allied army 
in their march, and threw garrifons, with great expedition, into every town, 
which was threatened by them. After coafting the Somme, and paffing Hedin, 
Montreuil, Dourlens, the Engli!h and Flemings prefented themfelves before Bray, 
a place of fmall force, which commanded a bridge over the Somme. I-Iere they 
were refolved to pa(l\, and, if poffible, to take up winter quarters in France; 
but Grequi threw himfelf into the town, and feemed determined to defend it. 
The allies attacked him with vigour and fuccefs; and when he retreated over 
the bridge, they purfued him fo hotly, that they allowed him not time to break 
it down, but paffed it along with him, and put him to route. They next advanced 
to Montdidier, which they befieged and took by capitulation. Meeting with no . 
oppofltion, they proceeded to the river Oife, within eleven leagues of Paris, and 
threw that city into great confiernation; till the duke of Vendome hafiened with 
fome forces to its relief. The confederates, then, afraid of being furrounded, 
and reduced to extremities during fo advanced a feafon, thought proper to retire; 
Montdidier was abandoned : And the Englifh and Flemings went each into their 
own country. 

FRANCE defended herfelf from the other invaflons with equal facility and equal 
good fortune. Twelve thoufand Lanfquenets broke into Burgundy under the 
comm nd of the count of Furftenberg. The count of Guife, who defended 
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that frontier, had nothing to oppofe to them but feme militia, and about nine 
hundred heavy-armed cavalry. He threw the militia into the garrifon· towns; 
and with his cavalry, he kept the field, and fo haraifed the Germans, that they 
were glad to make their retreat into Lorraine. Guife attacked them as they paffed 
the Meufe, put them into diforder, and cut off the greateft part of their rear. 

THE emperor made great preparations on the fide of N avarre ; and, though 
that frontier was well guarded by nature, it feemed now expofed to great danger 
from this powerful invafion which threatened it. Charles befieged Fontarabia, 
which had fallen a few years before into Francis's hands ; and when he had drawn 
thither Lautrec, the French general, he raifed the fiege of a fudden,. and fat 
down before Bayonne. Lautrec, aware of that fl:ratagem, made a fudden march 
and threw himfelf into Bayonne, which he defended with fuch vigour and 
courage, that the Spaniards were confl:rained to raife the fiege. The emperor 
would have been totally unfortunate on this fide, had he not turned back upon 
Fontarabia, and, contrary to the advice of all his generalq, fat down, in the 
winter feafon, before that city, well fortified and ftrongly garrifoned. The 
cowardice or mifconduB: of the governor faved him the fhame of a new dii
appointment. The place was furrendered in a few days; and the emperor, ha

ving-finifhed this enterprize, put his troops into winter quarters. 

T •• . l· , So obftinate was Francis in profecuting his Italian expedition, that, notwith-
.1,!\a 1an. wars. ftanding thefe dangerous invafions, with which his kingdom was menaced on 

every fide, he had determined to lead in perfon a powerful army to the conquefl: of 
Milan. The intelligence of Bourbon's revolt and efcape flopped him at Lyons; 
and fearing fome infurreB:ion in the kingdom from the intrigues of a man fo 
powerful and fo beloved, he thought it prudent to remain in France; and to fend 
forward his army, under the command of admiral Bonnivet. The dutchy of 
Milan had b en purpofely left in a condition fomewhat defencelefs, with a view of 
alluring Francis to attack it; and no fooner had Bonnivet paifed the Tefin, than 
the army of the league, and even Profper Colonna, who commanded it, a very 
prudent general·, were in the utmoft confuuon. It is agreed, that if Bonnivet 
had immediately advanced to Milan, that great city, on which the whole dutchy 
depends, would have opened its gates without reufl:ance : But as he wafted his 
time in frivolous enterprizes, Colonna had opportunity to reinforce the garri(on, 
and to put the place in a poiturc of dtfence. Bonnivet was now obliged to at
tempt reducing the city by blockade and famine; and he tool( poifeffion of all· 
the pofl:s, which commanded the paffages to it. But the army of the league,. ~ 
meanwh'le, was not inaCtive ; and they fo ftraitened and haraffed the quarters ofi 
t·he French, that it feen1ed more likelY. the latter would themfelves perifh by. 
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famine, than reduce the city to that extremity. Sicknefs and fatigue and want 

had wafted them to fuch a degree, that they were ready to raife the blockade ; 

and their only hopes confifted in a great body of Swifs, which was levied for 

the fervice of the French king, and whofe arrival was every day expeCled. 

THE Swifs had in that age fo great a fuperiority in the field above almoft 

every other nation, and had been fo much courted by all the great potentates of 

Europe, that they were become extremely capricious and haughty, and thought 

that the fate of kingdoms depended entirely on their affiftance or oppofition. 

Francis had promifed to this body of mercenaries, whom he had hired to join 

Bonnivet, that fo foon as they arrived in the plains of Piedmont, the duke of 

Longueville ihould join them with four hundred lances, and conduct them to 

the French camp: But by fome accident Longueville's march had been retarded, 

and the Swifs had been obliged to march, without the honour of being efcorted 

by him. Offended at this neglect, as they interpreted it, they no fooner came 

within fight of the French camp, than they ftopped, and in !lead of joining Bon

nivet, they fent orders to a great body of their countrymen, who then ferved 

under him, immediately to begin their march, and to return home in their 

company*. • 
AFT .ER this defertion of the Swifs, Bonnivet had no other choice, but that of 

n1aking his retreat, as faft as poffible, into France. He accordingly put himfclf 

in motion for that purpofe; but the allies, who forefaw this meJfure, were ready 

to fall upon his rear. The French army, however, after a f11arp action, made 
good their retreat, tho' not without confiderable lofs both in officers and private 

n1en. Among the reft, fell in this action the brave chevalier Bayard, efteemed 

in that age the model of foldiers and men of honour, and denominated the 

knight without fear and rzvithout reproach. When this gallant gentleman felt his 

wou 1ds to be mortal, and could no longer fupport himfelf on horfeback, he 

ordered his attendants to fet him under a tree, and turn his face towards the 

er.~"my, that he might die in that pofture. The generals of the allies, and among 

the reft the duke of Bourbon, came about him, and exprelfed their concern for 
his preient condition. " Pity not ,me," cried he to Bourbon; "I die in the 

" difcharge of my duty: They alone are the objects of pity, who fight againft 

" their prince and country t." 
THE French being thus expelled Italy, the pope, the Venetians, the Flo

rentines were fatisfied with the advantage obtained over them, and were re

folved to profecute their vietor.y no farther. All thefe powers, efpecially 

Clement, had entertained a violent jealoufy of the emperor's ambition ; and 

~ Gnicciardini, lib. 15. Mcmoires du BellP-y, liv. 2. '1: Rere Daniel, vol. 3· p. 15z. 
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their jealoufy was extremely .agmented, when they faw him refufe the in
·velHture of Milan, a fief of theempire, to Francis Sforza, whofe title he had 
acknowledged, and whofe defece he had embraced*. They all concluded, 

·that he intended to put himfelf n poffeffion of that important dutchy, and re· 
duce Italy to fubjection: Clemat in particular, actuated by this jealoufy, pro-

·ceeded fo far in oppofition to th1 emperor, that he fent orders to his nuncio at 
London to mediate a reconciliaon between France and England. But affairs 
were not yet fully ripe for thischange. Wolfey, difgufl:ed with the emperor," 
but frill more actuated by vain~lory, was determined, that he himfelf lhould 
have the renown of bringing abut that great alteration; and he engaged the 
King to reject the pope's mediaon. A new treaty was even concluded between 
Henry and Charles for the invabn of France. Charles fripulated to fupply the 
duke of Bourbon with a poweful army, in order to conquer Provence and 
Dauphiny : Henry agreed to· pf him a hundred thoufand crowns for the firft 
month; after which, he might~ither chufe to continue the fame monthly pay~ 
n1ents, or invade Picardy with . powerful army. Bourbon was t~ poffcfs thefe 
provinces with the title of King but to hold them in fief of Henry as King of 
France. The dutchy of Burgudy was to be given to Charles: "fhe refi: of the 
Kingdom to Henry. 

THIS chimerical partition im~ediately failed of execution in the article, which 
was moft eafily performed: Borbon refufed to acknowledge Henry as King of 
France. His enterprize, howeer, againft Provence frill took place. A nu
merous army of imperialifts invded that country under his command and that 
of the marquis of Pefcara. T .ey laid fiege to Marfeilles, which, being weakly 
garrifoned, they ex petted to c~ry in a little time: But the burge.lfes defended 
·themfelves with fuch valour ad obftinacy, that Bourbon and Pefcara, who 
heard of the French King's aproach with a numerous army, found themfelves 
under a neceffity of railing the ege; and they led their forces, much weakened, 
·baffied, and difheartened, into ;aly. 

FRANCIS might now have ojoyed in fafety the glory of repulfing all his 
enemies, in every attempt whic they had hitherto made of breaking into his 
kingdom: But as he received )telligence, that the King of England, difcou
raged by his former fruitlefs eterprizes, and difgufted with the emperor, was 
making no preparation~ for th invafion of Picardy, his antient ardour ieized 
him for the conquefi: of Milan and, notwithO:anding the advanced feafon, he 
was immediately determined, ontra.ry to the advke of his wifeft counfellors, to 
kad his army into Italy. 

• 7uicciardini, lib. I 5. 
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HE paffed the Alps at Mount Cenis, and no fomer appeared in Piedmont, than Chap. HI. 
tie threw the whole Milanefe into confternation. There was no army in the field The 

1~f:· of 
able to oppofe him; and Milan itfelf, tho' affed:ionate to its duke, was not in Francei;.. 
the fame pofl:ure of defence as 1aft year, whenblockaded by admiral Bonnivet. vades Italy. 

It was almoft deftitute of inhabitants: Great n1mbers had died of the plague;, 
and the reft had fled into the country for fafety Francis immediately marched~ 
to that city, which opened its gates to rective hin. The forces of the emperor and ' 
Sfor:za fled to Lodi; and had Francis been fo flrtunate as to purfue them, they 
had abandoned that place, and had been totallydiffipated*. But his ill fate led 
hin1 to befiege Pavia, a town of confiderable ftength, well garrifoned, and de· 
fended by Leyva, one of the braveft officers it the Spanifh fervice. Every at· 
tempt, which the French king made to gain thi5important place proved fruitlefs. 
He battered the wa1ls, and made breaches; but by the vigilance of Leyva, new 
retrenchments were inftantly thrown up behind the breaches: He attempted to 
divert the courfe of the Tefin, which ran by ore fide of the city, and defended 
it; but an inundation of the river deftroyed in me night all the mounds which 
the foldiers, during a long time, and with in fin it pains, had been ereCting. Fa-
tigue and the bad feafon (for it was now the dpth of winter) had wafted the 
French army. And the more to dimi'nifh its fore, Francis, at the pope's foli-
citation, who now declared, almofl: openly, for lim, had detached a confiderable 152)• 
body, under the duke of Albany, to invade thekingdom of Naples. The im--
perial generals meanwhile were not idle. Pefcra and Lannoy, viceroy of. N a· 
pies, gathered forces from all quarters. BourbCJ, having pawned his jewels for 
money, went into Germany, and by his perfonalintereft, levied twelve thoufand 
Lanfquenets, with which he joined the imperiaifts. This army was advancing 
to raife the fiege of Pavia; and the danger to th~ French became every day more 
imminent. 

The fiate of Europe was fuch, during that ag, that, partly from the want of: 
comme1ce and - indu!hy every where, except il Italy and the Low Countries, . 
partly from the extenfive privileges ftill poffdfec by the people in all the great 
monarchies, and their frugal maxims in granti1g money, the revenues of the 
princes were extremely narrow, and even the fn1ll armies, which they kept on 
foot, could not be regularly paid by them. Tie imperial forces, commanded · 
by Bourbon, Pefcar_a, and . Lannoy, exceeded mt twenty thoufand men; they · 
were the only body of troops ma intained by theemperor (for he had not been ~ 
able to levy any army for the invafion of Franc€. etther on the fide of Spain art 

.• Guicciardini, lib. 15. Du Bell ay, lb. 2. 
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Flanders). Yet fo poor was that mighty monarch, that he could tranfmit no money 
for the payment of this army; and it was chiefly the hopes of fharing the plunder 
of the French camp, which had m~dc then1 advance, and kept them to their 
fiandards. Had Francis raifed the fiege before their approach, and retired to Milan, 
they mufl: immediately have difperfed themfelves; and he had obtained a complete 
victory, \\ ithout danger or blood.fhed. But it was the character of this monarch, 
to become obftinate in proportion to the difficulties which he encountered; and 
having once faid, that he would take Pavia or perifh before ir, he was · refolved 
rather to endure the utmoft extremities than depart from this rdolution. 

THE imperial generals, after cannonading the French camp for feveral days, at 
Iaft gave a general affauit, and broke into the entrenchments. Leyva fallied 
from the town, and threw the befiegers into ftill greater confufion. The Swifs 
infantry, contrary to their ufual practice, behaved in a daftardly manner, and de
ferred th.eir poft. Francis's whole army was put to rout; and he himfelf, fur

rounded by his enemies, after fighting with the moft heroic valour, and killing 
feven men with his own hand, was at laft obliged to furrender himfelf prifoner. 
Almoft the whole army, full of nobility and brave officers, either perifhed by the 

fword, or were drowned in the river. The few, who efcaped with their lives, 
fell into the hands of the enemy. The imperial generals had fo little authority 
over their own troops, even after this fignal victory, that Lannoy, apprehenfive 
left the Lanft--1uenets .fhould feize Francis as fecurity for the pay due to them, im

n1ediately removed him from the camp, and fent him to Pizzighitone. And 
taking advantage of the terrors, which had feized the pope, the Florentines, the 
Duke of Ferrara, and other Italian ftates, he obliged them, tho' fecretly ene
n1ies, to advance money for the fubfiftence of his army. 

THE emperor received this news by Pennalofa, who paired thro' France, by 
means of a fafe conduct, which he received from the captive king. The moderation, 
which he difplayed on this occafion, had it been fincere, would have done him great 
honour. Inftead of rejoicing, he expreffed fympathy with Francis's ill fortune, 
and difcovered his fenfe of thofe calamities, to which the greateft monarchs are 
expoftd*. He refufed the city of Madrid permiffion to make any public ex
preffions of triumph; and faid that he referved all his exultation till he fhould be able 
to obtain fome victory over the infidels. He fent orders to his frontier garrifons .. 
to commit no hoO.ilities upon France. He fpoke of concluding immediately a 

peace on reafonable terms. But all this feeming equity was only hypocrify, fo 
n1uch the more dangerous, as it was profound. And his fole occupation was 

• Vera. Hift. de Charles V. 
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the forn1ing fchemes, how, fron1 this great incident, he mhrht draw the utmoft ! r ..... Chap. I. 
advantage, and gratify that exorbitant ambition, by which, in all his actions, he 15z~. 
was wholly governed. 

THE fame Pennalofa, in paffing thro' France, carried alfo a letter from Fran
cis to his mothsr, whom he had left regent, . and who then refided at Lyons. It 
contained only' thefe few words, Madam, all is loft, except our ho-1Zour. The 
princefs was ftruck with the greatnefs of the calamity. She faw the kingdom 
without a fovereign, without an army, without generals, without money; fur
rounded on every hand by implacable and victorious enemies: And her foie re
fource, in her prefent diftreffes, were the hopes, which £he entertained, of peace 
and even of affiftance from the King of England. 

HAD the King entered into the war againft France from any concerted political 
views, it is evident, that the victory of Pavia, and the captivity of Francis, 
were the moft fortunate incidents which could have befallen him, and the only 
ones which could render his fchemes effectual. While the war. was carried on in 
the former feeble manner, without any decifive advantage, he might have been 
able to poffefs himfelf of fame. frontier towns, or perhaps of a fmall territo
ry, which he could not keep poifeffion of, without expending much more than 
its value. By fame great·calamity alone, which annihilated the power of France, 
could he hope to acquire the dominion of con.fiderable provinces, or difmember 
that mighty monarchy, fo affectionate to its own government and its own fovereigns. 
But as it is probable, that Henry had never before carried his refleCtions fo far; 
he was frartled at this impQrtant event, and became fenfible of his own danger, 
as well as that of all Europe, from the Iofs of a proper counterpoife to the great 
power of Charles. Infiead of taking advantage, theref~re, of the diftreffed 
condition of France, he was determined to lend her his affiftance in her prefent ~~~~~ces the 
calamities; and as the glory of generofity, in raifing a fallen enemy, concurred alliance of 

with his political interefts, he hefitated the lefs in e·mbracing thefe new meafures. France. 

SOME difgufts alfo had previouily taken place between Charles and Henry, and ftill 
more between Charles and Wolfey; and that powerful minifter waited only for a fa
vourable opportunity of revenging the difappointments, which he had met with. 
The behaviour of Charles, immediately after the vitlory of Pavia, gave him 
occa.fion to revive the King's jealoufy and fufpicions of his ally. The emperor 
fupported fo ill the appearance of moderation, whi~h he at firft affumed, that he 
·had already changed his ufual ftile to Henry; and inftead of writing to him witil 
his own hand, and fubfcribing himfelf JOUr affetlionate fon and coujin; he dictated 
his letters to his fecretary, and fimply fubfcribed himfelf Charles t. W olfey alfo 

t Guicciardini, I: b. I 6. 
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perceived a diminution in the careffes and profeffions, with which the emperor'~ 
letters to him were ufually loaded; and this laft imprudence, proceeding from 
the intoxication of fuccefs, was probably more dangerous to Charles's interefts 

than the other. 
HENRy, tho' determined to embrace new meafures, was careful to fave appear

ances in the change; and he caufed rejoicings to be every where made on account 
of the victory of Pavia, and the captivity of Francis. He publicly difmiffed a 
French envoy, whom he had formerly allowed, notwithftanding the war, to re
fide at London :J:: But upon the regent ofFrance'"s fubmiffive applications to him,. 
he again opened a correfpondence with her; and be fides affuring her of his friend-
1hip and proteCtion, he exaeted a promife, that fhe never would confent to the 
rlifmembering any province of the monarchy for her fon's ranfom. With the 
emperor; however, he put on the appearance of vigour and enterprize; and in 
order to have a pretence for breaking with him, he difpatched Tonftal, bifl10p 
of London, to Madrid, with propofals for a powerful invafion of France. He 
required, that Charles 1hould immediately enter Guienne at the head of a great 
army, in order to put him in polfeffion of that province; and he demanded the 
payment of large fums of money, which that prince had borrowed from r;m in 
his laft vifit at London. He knew, that the emperor was in no fituation of exe
cuting either of thefe conditions; and· that he had as little inclination to make 
him mafter of fuch confiderable territories upon the frontiers of Spain. 

ToNST AL likewife, after his arrival at Madrid, informed his mafter, that Charles,. 
on his part, wanted not complaints againfl: England; and in particular was dif
pleafed with Henry, becaufe laft year he had neither continued his monthly pay
ments to Bourbon,_, nor invaded Picardy, according. to his ftipulations; that, in
ftead of expreffing his intentions- to efpoufe Mary, when !he fhould be marriage-
able, he had hearkened to propofals, for marrying his niece lfabella,. princefs of 
Portugal; and that he had entered into a feparate treaty with Francis, and feemed~ 

determined to reap alone all the adva.ntag~s of the fuccefs, with which fortune had 
crowned his . arms. 

THE King, influenced by· all thefe motives., concluded. at Moore his-alliance 
with the regent,. and engaged to procure Francis his liberty on reafonable condi-.. 
tions * :·· The regent alfo, in another treaty,.. acknowledged the kingdom to be · 
Henrfs debtor for one million eight hundred thoufand crownst- to be difcharged 
·n half yearly payments of fifty: thoufand crowns: After which, Henr.y was to re-

l Du Bellay, Liv. 3· Stowe, p. 22.1 •. Baker; p. 273• 
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(:dvc, during his own life, a yearly penfion of a hundred thoufand crowns. Not- Chap. Ill. 

withftanding his generofity, he could not forbear taking advantage of the cala- 1
5

2
5 

mitous fituation of France, in order to exatl: this lucrative condition fron1 her. 
A large prefent of a hundred thoufand crowns was alfo made to W olfey, for his 
good offices, but covered under the pretence of arrears due on the penfion grant-
ed him for relinquilhing the adminiftration of Tournay. 

MEANWHILE, as Henry forefaw, that this treaty of France might involve 
him in a war with the emperor, he was alfo determined to fill his treafury by im
pofitions upon his own fubjects; and as the parliament had difcovered fome re
luctance in complying with his demands, he followed the advice of l\Volfey, and 
refolved to make ufe of his prerogative alone for that purpofe. He iffued out 
commiffions to all the counties of England, for levying four fbillings in the 
pound from the clergy, three fbillings and four pence from the laity; and fo un- Difcontentsof 

controulable did he deen1 his authority, that he took no care to cover, as former- the Engliili 

1y, this arbitrary exaCl:ion, even under the Oender pretence of a loan. But he foon 
found, that he had prefumed too far on the pafiive fubmiffion of his fubjects. 
~'he people, difpleafed with an exaction beyond what was ufually levied in thofe 
days, but ftill more difgufted with the illegal method of impofing it, broke out in 
murmurs, complaints, oppofition to the commiffioners; and their refratl:ory dif-
pofition even threatened a general infurrc:Ction. Henry had the prudence to flop 
fbort, in that dangerous path, into which he had entered. He fent letters to 
:all the counties; declaring, that he meant no force by this laft i mpofition, and 
that he would take nothing of his fubjetls but by way of bene·volence. He flatter-
ed hit.Ilfelf, that his condefcenfion in emplo.ying that difguife would fatisfy the 
people, and that no one would dare to render himfelf obnoxious to royal autho-
rity, by refufing any payment required of him in this manner. But the fpirit of 
oppofition was once rou.ed, and could not fo eaGly be quieted at pleafure. A. 
lawyer in the city objecting the ftatute of Richard the third, by which benevo-
lences were for ever abolilhed, it was replied by the court, that Richard being an 
ufurper, and his Parliaments faCtious affemblies, his fiatutes could not bind a law-
ful and abfolute monarch, who held his crown by hereditary right, and needed 
not to court the favour of a licentious populace t. The judges even went fo far 
as to affirm pofitively, that the King might exatl: by commiffion any·fum which 
he pleated; and the piivy council gave a ready affent to this decree~ which anni-
hilated the moft valuable privilege of the people, and rendered all their other 
privileges precarious. Armed with fuch formidable authority, of royal preroga-
tive and a pretence of law, Wolfey fent for the mayor of London, and defired to 

t l:Ierbert, Hall. 
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know what he was williqg to give for the fupply of his majefry's neceffities. 

The mayor feerned defirous, before he fhould declare himfelf, to confult the 

com mon cotwcil ; but the cardinal required, that he and all the aldermen fhould 

feparately confer v. hh hin1i"elf about the benevolence; and he eluded by that 

n1eans the danger of a formed oppofi tton. Matters, however, went not fo fmooth

ly in the country. An infurreCtion was begun in fome places; but as the people 

were not headed by any confiderable perfon, it was eafy for the duke of Suffolk~ 
and the earl of Surrey, now duke of Norfolk, by employing perfuafion and au
thority, t!O induce the ringleaJ ers to lay down their a ms, and furrender them
fdves pnfoners. The king,. finding it dangerous to puni!h criminals, engaged 

in fo popular a caufe, was determined, notwithftanding his violent, imperious 

temper, to grant them a general pardon ; and he very prudently imputed their

guilt, not to their want of loyalty or affeCtion, but to their poverty. The offen

ders were brought before the ftar-charnber; wht re, after a fevere charge laid 

againft them by the King's council, the cardinal faid, "That, notwithftanding 

" their grievous offences, the King, in con!iderat10n of their neceffities, had 

u granted them his gracious pardon, upon condition, that they would give in 

u fureties for the ir future good behaviour." But they replying,. that they had 

no fureties, the cardinal firfr, and after him the duke of Norfolk, faid, that 

they would ftand bound for them. Upon which they were difcharged :J:. 
THESE ar.bitrary impo!itions, being generally imputed to the cardinars ~oun ... 

fels, increafed the general odium,. under which he laboured; and the clemency 

of the pardon, being afcribed to the King, was confidered as an atonement on 
his part for the illegality of tl1e meafure. But Wolfey, fupported both by royal and. 
pap:ll authority, proceeded,. without fcruple, to violate all eccle!iaftical privileges, 

which, during that age, were much more facred than civil; and having once pre

vailed in that unufual attempt of fupprelling fome monafl:eries, he kept all the reft 

in awe, and ~xercifed over them the mofi: arbitrary jurifdiction. By his commif-. 

fion as legate, he was impowered to vifit them, and reform them, and chafrife 

their irregularities;. and he employed his ufual agent, Allen, in the exercife of 

this authority. The religious houfes were obliged to compound for their guilt, 

real or pretended, by giving large fums to the cardinal or his deputy ; and this 

oppreffion was carried fo far, that it reached at laft the King's ears, which were

not commonly open to complaints again£l: his favourite. He reproved W olfey,! 

in fevere terms, which rendered him, if not more innocent, at leafl: more cauti

ous for the future. That haughty miniLler had built a fplendid palace at Ramp
ton-court, which he probably intended) as well as that. of York- place in Weft. 

t Herbert,_ Hall, Stowe, 525·- Hollinihed, p •. 89l~. 
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n1infter, for his own ufe ; but fearing the increafe of envy on account of this Chap. nr. 
magnificence, and defirou to appeafe the King, he made him a prtfent of hat I5 2 5· 

building, and told him, that, from the firfl., he had erected it for his fervice. 

THE abfolute authority, poffeffed by the King, rendered his domeitic go

vernment, both over his people and his minifl:ers, eafy and expeditious : The 

conduct of foreign affairs alone required effort and application ; and they were 

now brought to fuch a fituation, that it was no longer fafe for England to be en

tirely neutral. The feigned moderation of the emperor was of very !hort date; 

and it was foon obvious to all the world, that his great dominions, far from 
gratifying his ambition, were £>nly regarded as the means of acquiring an empire 

more extenfive. The terms, propofed by him to his prifoner, were fuch as 
muft have for ever annihilated the power of France, and deftroyed the balance 
·of Europe. He required, that that monarch fhould reftore to him the dutchy 

of Burgundy, ufurped, as he pretended, by Lewis the eleventh upon his anceftors; 

that he fhould yield Provence and Dauphiny to the duke of Bourbon, to be 

poffeffed by him in full fovereignty, without fief or homage to the crown of 
France; that he fhould fatisfy the King of England with regard to the provinces, 

which that prince claimed as his inheritance; and that he fhould renounce all 
title1 to Naples, Milan, Genoa, or any territory in Italy *. 

TaESE demands were propofed to Francis, foon afcer the battle of Pavia, 

while he was detained in Pizzighitone; and as he had hitherto trufied fomewhat 

to the emperor's generofity, the difappointment excited in his breaft the mofl: 
lively indignation. He fa;d, that he would rather liv.e and die a prifoner than 

agree to difmember his kingdom; and that, even were he fo bafe as to fubmit to 
fuch terms, his fubjects would never permit him to carry them into execution. 

The offers which he made for obtaining his liberty, were, that he would renounce 

all claims in Italy, that he would affiil the emperor in recovering the territories 

ufurped upon the empire by the Venetians, that he would relinquifh the homage 

due by the emperor for Artois and Flanders, that he would marry Eleonora, the 

emperor's fifl.er, (for he was now a widower) and acknowledge the dutchy of 
Burgundy to be poifeffed as her dowry; and to be inherited by her children t. 

FRANCIS was encouraged to perfift in thefe offers, by the favourable accounts, 

which he heard of Henry's difpofitions toward~ him, and of the alarms which 

had feized all the chief powers in Italy, upon his defeat and captivity. l:-Ie was . 

uneafy, however,. to be fo far diilant from the emperor with whom he muft treat; !:~~d~ ~~-
and_ he defired to be removed to Madrid, in hopes that a perfonal interview would Madrld •. 

operate much in his favour, and that Charles, if not influenced bY. his minifters,~ 

• G uicciardiqi, lib. 16. t De V era Hift. de Charles V,, 
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might be found poffeifed of the fame franknefs of difpofition, by which he him

felf was difringuifhed. He was foon convinced of his mifi:ake. The emperor, 

under pretence of an affembly of the ftates at Toledo, kept, during fome time, 

at a diflance from him; and even after they broke up, delayed his vifit to the 

·-captive King; feigning a delicacy in that particular, as if his company, in the 

prefent fituation of affairs, before any terms were agreed on, would be regarded 
.as an infult upon the royal prifoner. Francis, partly from want of exercife, 

partly from refleCl:ions on his prefent melancholy fituation, fell into a languif11ing 

illnefs ; which begot appreheniions in Charles, left the death of his captive 

fl1ould bereave him of all thofe advantages, which he propofed to extort from 

him. He then paid him a vifit in the caftle of Madrid ; and as he approached 

the bed in which Francis was ]aid, the fick monarch called to him, " Yo come, 

" Sir, to vifit your prifoner." " No," replied the emperor, "I come to vifit 

'' tny brother., and my friend, who !hall foon obtain his Jiberty ." He foothed 
·his affiitl:ion with many fpeeches of a like nature, which had fo good an effet1, 

·that the King daily recovered :f:; and thenceforth employed himfelf in concert
-ing with the n1inifters of the emperor, the terms of his treaty. 

WHILE this negociation advanced ilowly, fortune threw into the emperor's 

!hands a new opportunity of aggrandizing his dominions in Italy. Francis Sforza, 

impatient that his inveftiture of Milan .fhould fo long be delayed, and that even 

.after it was granted, it !hould be encumbered with many exorbitant conditions, 
·had endeavoured to feduce Pefcara, the imperial general, from his fidelity, and to 

.engage him in a confpiracy againft his mafter. Pefcara feigned to enter into the 

.defign ; but having revealed the whole contrivance, he received orders to take 
poffeffion of the Milanefe; and Charles made no fecret of his intention to try 

'Sforza and forfett his fief, on account of the treafon, which he had committed 

againft his liege-lord and fovereign *. This incident retained the Italian pov~~ ers 

in clofer union with France; and the emperor, by grafping too much, founJ 

himft.lf in danger of Iofing all his advantages. 1-Iis apprehenfions were in

creafed, when he heard, that Francis had fcnt a reflgnation of his crown to the 

regent, and had defired that the dauphin might be crowned king; or !ers, 

which, tho' they were not obeytd, fhewed his determined reiolution nevtr tG 

fubmit to the unrealonable teims required of him. 'rhe chief difficulty of the 

treaty vns now reduced to the dutchy of Burgundy ; and even that territory, 
Francis had agreed to yie!d, but he Hill infifted on firft recovering his liberty. 
,all mutual confidence was loft between the two princes ; .and each feared, left 

:t: l!,erbert, D.e Vera, Sandoval. • Guicciardini, lib, 16. 
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advantage fuould be taken of his fimplicity, fhould he firft execute his part of the Chap. III. 
treaty. 

I 526. AT lafr the emperor was willing to relax of his rigour in this particular; and 14 January. 
the treaty of Madrid was figncd, by which, it was hoped, an end would be 
finally put to the differences between thefe great monarchs. The principal con-
dition was the reftoring of Francis's liberty, and the delivery of his two eldefr 
fons as hoftages to the emperor for the rtftitution of Burgundy: If any difficulty 
fhould afterwards occur in the execution of this article, with regard to Burgundy, 
from the oppofition of the ftates, either of France or of that province, Francis 
ftipulated, that in fix weeks time, he !11ould return to his prifon, and remain 
there till the full performance of the treaty. There were many other articles. 
in this famous convention, all of them rigorous and fevere to the Iaft degree 
againft the captive monarch ; and Charles difcovered evidently his intention of 
reducing ltaly, as well as France, to fubj~B:ion and dependance. 

MANY of Charles's minifters forefaw, that Francis, however folemn the oaths,. 
promifes, and proteftations exaCted of him, never would execute a treaty, which~ 
was fo difadvantageous, or rather ruinous and deftruCtive, to himfelf, his pofte .. 
rity, and his country. By putting Burgundy in eo the emperor's hands, he gave 
his powerful enemy an entrance into the hearr of the kingdom : By facrificing. 
his allies in Italy, he depr!ved himfelf of all foreign affiftance ; and arming his. 
oppreifor with the whole force and wealth of that opulent country, rendered him 
abfolutely irrefifl:able. To thefe great views of intereft, were added the motives, 
no lefs cogent, of paffion and reftntment; while Francis, a prince, who piqued 
himfelf on generofity, refleCted on the rigour with which he had been treated dur.
ing his captivity, and the cruel tenns which had been exaB:ed of him for the re
covery of his freedom . It was alfo forefeen, that the emulation and rivalfhip, 
which had fo long fubllfted between thefe two monarchs, would make him feel. 
the ftrongeft reluctance on yielding the fuperioriry to an ~ntagonift, who, by the 
whole tenor of his conduB:, he would be apt to think, had fhown himfelf fo . 
little worthy of that advantage, which fortune, and fortune alone, had put into ~ 
his hands. His Ininifters, his friends, his fubjeB:s, his allies, with one voice? 
would be fure to fuggeft to him, that the firft object of a prince, was the prefer.
vation of his people; and that the laws ot honour, which with a private man 
ought to be abfolutely fupreme, and fuperior to all interefts, were with a fovereign . 
fubordinate to the great duty of enfuring the f.1fety of his counrry . Nor could 
it be imagined, that Francis would be fo romantic in his principles, as not to 
hearken to a cafuiftry, which was fo plaufible in itfelf,. and which fo much flat-

tered, 
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Chap. nr. tered all the paffions, by which, both as a prince and a man, he was ftrongly 

15 z6. actuated. 

t8th March. 

Francis re
covers his 
liberty. 

SucH was the reafoning of feveral of Charles's minifl:ers, particularly of Gat
tinara, his chancellor*, who counfelled him to treat Francis with more gene
rofity, and to give him his liberty on fuch terms, as would engage him, not by 
the feeble band of treaties, but by the more forcible tye of honour, to a firiet and 
faithful performance. But the emperor's avidity prevented him from following 
this wifer and more honourable council ; at the fame time, that the profpect of 
a general combination of Europe hindered him from detaining Francis in cap
tivity, and taking advantage of the confufions, which his abfence muft neceffarily 
occafion in his kingdom. Still fufpicious, however, of the fincerity of his prifoner, 
he took an opportunity, before they parted, of afking him, privately and as a 
friend, whether he feriouny intended to execute the treaty of Madrid ; proteft
ing, that, in all cafes, he was firmly determined to reftore him to his liberty, 
and that the profpeft of obtaining this advantage needed no longer engage him 
to diffemble. Francis was too well acquainted with Charles's character to truft 
to the fincerity of this protefiation ; and therefore renewed his affurances of fide
lity, and a ftrift obfervance of his word. The emperor replied, that Franc is 
was now his beft friend and ally ; but if he fhould afterwards break his enaacre-oo 
n1ents, which he could not fufpett, he fhould think himfelf entitled to reproach 
him with a conduCt fo bafe and unworthy: And on thefe terms the two monarchs 

parted. 
FRANCIS, on entering into his own dominions, delivered his two eldefl: fons 

as hoftages into the hands of the Spainards. He mounted a Turkiili horfe, and 

immediately putting him to the gallop, he waved his hand over his head, and 
cried aloud feveral times, I am )'et a King. He foon reached Bayonne, where he 
was joyfully received by the regent and his whole court. He immediately wrote 
to Henry ; acknowledging that to his good offices alone he owed his liberty, and 
protefting, that he fhould be entirely governed by his councils in all tranfactions 
with the emperor. When the Spaniili envoy demanded his ratification of the 
treaty of Madrid, now that he had fully recovered his liberty, he waved the pro
poCll; under colour, that it was neceffary to affemble previou!ly the ftates both 
of France and of Burgundy, and obtain their confent. The fiates of Burgundy 
foon met; and declaring againft the claufe, which contained an engagement of 
alienating their province, they expreifed their refolution of oppofing, even by 
force of arms, the execution of fo ruinous and unjufl: an article. The imperial 
rninifter then required, that .Francis, in conformity to the treaty of M;drid., 

• Gu.icciardini, lib. 16. 
fhould 
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1hou1d now return to his prifon ; but the French monarch, jnftead of corn- Chap. ur. 
pliance, made public the treaty, which, a little before, he had fecretly con- 15z6. 

eluded at · Cognac, againft the ambitious fchemes and ufurpations of the em- .z.zd May. 
peror *. 

THE pope, the Venetians, and othe.r Italian ftates, who were deeply interefted 
in thefe events, had been held in the moft anxious fufpence with regard to the 
refolutions, which Francis fhould take, after the recovery of his liberty ; and 
Clement, who fufpected, that that prince would never execute a treaty fo hurtful 
to his interefis, and even defi:ruCl:ive of his independancy~ had very frankly of
fered him a difpenfation from all his oaths and engagements. Francis remained 
not in fufpence ;, but entered immediately into the confederacy propofed to him. 
It was ftipulated, by that King, the pope, the Venetians, the Swifs, the Floren
.tines, the duke of Milan, among other articles, that they would oblige the em
peror to deliver up the two young princes of France on receiving a reafonable fum 
of money; and to refiore Milan to Sforza, without farther conditions or incum
brances. The King of England was invited to accede, not only as a contracting 
.party, but alfo as protector of the holy league, fo it was called: 'And if Naples 
fhould be conquered from the emperor, in profecmion of this confederacy, it was 
agreed, that Henry .fhould enjoy a principality in that kingdom of the yearly 
revenue .of 30,00~ ducats: And that cardinal Wolfey, in confideration of the 
fervices, which he had rendered to Chriftendom, 1hould alfo, in fuch an event, 
be put in poffeffion of a yearly revenue of ro,ooo ducats. 

FRANClS was extremely defirous, that the appearance of this great confederacy 
fhould engage the emperor to relax fomewhat of the extreme rigour of the treaty 
of Madrid ; and while he entertained thefe hopes, he was the more remifs in his 
warlike preparations, nor did he fend in due time reinforcements to his allies in 
Italy. The Duke of Bourbon had got poffeffion of the whole Milanefe, of which 

1,52j. the emperor intended to grant him the inveftiture; and having levied a confide-
rable army in Germany, he became formidable to all the Italian potentates ; and 
not the lefs fo, becaufe Charles, deftitute of money, had not been able to remit 
any pay to the forces. The general was extremely beloved by his troops; and in 
order to prevent thofe mutinies which were ready to break out every moment, and 
which their affec'lion alone for him had hitherto reftrained, he led them to.Rome, 
and promifed to enrich them by the plunder of that opulent city. He was himfelf 
.killtd, as he was planting a ladder to fcale the walls ; but his foldiers, rather 6th M"y. 
enraaed than difcouraged by his death, mounted to the afimlt with the utmoft 
:valo~r, and entering the city, fword in · hand, exercifed all thofe brutalities, ~:ca~e~f 

• Guicciardini, lib. 17. 
YoL .. Ill .. u whi<.h 
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Chap. III. which may be expeCted from ferocity excited by refiftance, and from infolence 
152 7· which takes place when that refiftance is no more. This renowned city, expofed 

by ber renown alone to fo many calamities, never endured in any age, · even from 

the barbarians, by whom !he was often fubdued, fuch indignities as lhe was now 
conftrained to fuffer. The unreftrained maffi1cre and pillage~ which continued 
for feveral days, were the leaft ills, to which the unhappy Romans were ex

pofed *· Whatever was refpeCtable in modefty or facred in religion feemed but 
the more to provoke the infults of the foldiery. Virgins fuffered violation in 

the arms of their parents, and upon thofr.:: very altars, to which they had fled 
for proteCtion. Aged prelates, after enduring every indignity, and even every 

torture, were thrown into dungeons, and menaced each moment with the moft 
cruel death, in order to engage them to reveal their fecret treafures·, or purchafe 

liberty by exorbitant ranfoms. Clement himfelf, who had trufted for proteCtion 
to the facrednefs of his charaCter, and negleCted to make his efcape in time, was 
taken captive, and found that his dignity, which procured him no regard from 

the Spanifh foldiers, did but draw on him the infolent mockery of the German, 

who, being generally attached to the Lutheran principles, were plea fed t9 gratify 

their animofity by the abafement of the fovereign pontiff. 

WHEN intelligence of this great event was conveyed to the emperor, that young 

prince, habituated to hypocrif y, expreffed the m oft profound farrow for the fuc

cefs of his arms : He put himfelf and all his court into mourning : He flopped 
the rejoicings for the birth of his fon Philip: And knowing that every artifice, 
however grofs, is able, when feconded by authority, to impofe upon the people. 

he ordered prayers, during feveral months, to be put up in all the churches for 
the Pope's liberty ; an event, which, all men knew, a letter under his hand 

could in a moment have procured. 

THE concern, expreffed by Henry and Francis for the calamity of their ally, 

was much more fincere. Thefe two monarchs, a few days before the fack of 
Rome, had concluded a treaty t at Weftminfter, in which, befides renewing 
former alliances, they agreed to fend ambaffadors to Charles, requiring him to 
accept 0f two millions of cro~ns as the ranfom of the .French princes, and to 

repay the money, borrowed of Henry; and in cafe of refufal, the amba!fadors, 

attended with heralds, were ordered to denounce war againft him. This war, it 

was agreed to profecute in the Low Countries, with an army of thirty thoufand 
infantry and fifteen hundred men at arms, two thirds to be fupplied by Francis, 
~he reft ~y He?ry. And in order to frrengthen the alliance between the prince~,. 
tt was fhpulated, that either Francis or his fon, the duke of Orleans, as Jhould 

• Guicciardini, lib. 18. Bcllay. Stowe, p. 527· t 3oth April. 
afterward5 



H E N R Y VIII. . 147 

afterwards be agreed on, lhould efpoufe the princefs Mary, Henry's daughter. No Chap. nr. 
fooner did the monarchs receive intelligence of Bourbonts enterprize, than they 1 52 7· 

changed, by a new treaty, the fcene of the projected war from the Netherlands zgth May. 
to Italy; and hearing of the pope's captivity, they were farther ftimulated to un· 

. dertake the war with vigour for the reftoring his liberty. Vvolfey himfelf crafTed 
the feas, in order to have an interview with Francis, and to concert meafures for h J 

1 d d·r.l d lit uy. that purpofe; an he 11p aye all that grandeur and magnificence, with which 
he was fo much intoxicated. He was attended with a train of a thoufand horfe. 
The cardinal of Lorraine, and the cgancellor Alan~on, met him at Boulogne : 
Francis himfelf, befides granting to that haughty prelate the power of giving in 
every place, where he came., liberty to all prifoners, made a journey as far as 
Amiens to meet him, and even advanced tome miles from the town, the more 

, to honour his reception. It was here ftipulated, that the duke of Orleans 1hould 
efpoufe the princefs Mary ; and as the emperor feemed to be taking fome fteps 
towards affembling a general council, the two monarchs agreed not to acknow .. 
Jedge it, but, during the interval of the pope's captivity, to govern the churches 
in their dominions, each by his own authority. Wolfey made fome attempts to 
get his legantine power extended into France, and even into Germany ; but find
ing his eiforts fruitlefs, he was obliged, tho' with great reluctance, to defift from 
thefe ambitious enterprizes :f:. 

THE more to cement the union between thefe princes, a new treaty was, fome I 8th Septem-

time after, concluded at London ; in which 1-Ienry agreed to renounce for ever ber. . 

all claims to the crown of France; claims, which might now indeed be 
deemed chi"merica1, but which often fez:ved as a pretence for exciting the un-
wary Englifh to wage war upon the Fren_ch monarchy. As a return for this 
conceffion, Francis bound himfelf and his fucceffors to pay for ever fifty thoufand . 

H d h. r. tr. d h r. I . . h League w1th crowns a year to enry an IS lLlCCeuors; an t at a greater 10 emmty m1g t Frar ce. 

be given to this treaty, it was agreed, that the Parliaments and great nobility of 
both kingdoms lhould give their confent to it. The marifchal Montmorency, 
accompanied with many perfons of difl:inction, and attended by a pompous equi-
page, was fent over to ratify the treaty ; and was received at London with all 
the parade, which fuited the folemnity of the occafion. The terror o~ the emperor's 
greatnefs had entirely extinguifhed the antient animofity between the nations; and 
Spain, durin{}. more than a century, became, tho' a more diftant power, the 
chief object of jealoufy to the Englifh. 

THIS appearance of a cordial union between France and England, tho' it" 
.. :added influence to the joint emb.1iTy which they fent to the emperor, was not 

t Burnet, bo.ok iii. coli. 12, 1 J• 
U2 able 
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ab!e'to bend that ambitious monarch to fubmit entirely to the conditions infifl.ed on 
by the allies. fie departed indeed from his demand of Burgundy as the ranfom of 
the French prince~; but he required, previouOy to their recovery of liberty, that 
Francis fhould evncuate Genoa, and all the fortreffes held by him in Italy: And he 
declared his intention of bringing Sforza to a trial, and confifcating the dutchy 
of Milan, on account of his pretended treafon. The Englifh and French he
ralds, therefore, according to agreement, declared war againft him, and fet hirn 
at defiance. Charles anfwered the Engliil1 herald with moderation; but to the 
French, he reproached his mafier with breach of faith, reminded him of the 
private converfation which had paffed between them at Madrid before their fe
paration, and offered to prove by fingle combat, that that monarch had aCted 
difhonourably. Francis retaliated this challenge by giving Charles the lie; and, 
after demanding fecurity of the field, he offered to maintain his caufe by fingle 
combat. Many meffages paffed to and fro between them ; but tho' both the 
princes were undoubtedly brave, the intended duel never took pl.Jlce. The 
French and Spaniards, during that age, difputed zealoufly which of the monarchs 
incurred the blame of this failure; but all men of moderation every where la
mented the power of fortune, that the prince the more candid, generous, and 
fincere, fhould, by unhappy incidents, have been reduced to that cruel fituation, 
that notl1ing but the breach of his word could preferve his people, and that he 
muft ever after, without being able to make a proper reply, bear to be reproached 
with this infidelity by a rival, inferior to him both in honour and in virtue. 

BuT tho' this famous challenge between Charles and Francis had no imme
diate confequence with regard to thefe n1onarchs themfelves, it produced a con
fiderable alteration on the manners of the age. The practice of challenges and 
duels, which had been part of the antient barbarous jurifprudence, which was 
ftill preferved on very folemn occafions, and which was even countenanced by the 
civil magiftrate, began thenceforth to prevail on the moft trivial occafions; and 
men, on· any affront or injury, thought themfelves entitled, or even required in 
honour, to take private revenges on their enemies, by vindicating their right in 
fingle combat. Thefe abfurd, tho' generous maxims, f11ed much of the bell: 
blood in Chriftendom during more than two centuries ; and ,notwithfhmding the 
feverity of law, fuch is the prevailing force of cuftom, they are far from being a 
yet entirely exploded. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. IV. 

Scruples concerning the King's marriage.--The King enters into theft 
flruples.--Anne Boleyn.--Henry applies to the pope for a divorce. 
- The pope favourable.--The emperor threatens him.--The 
pope's ambiguous conduct.--The caufe evoked to Rome.-Wo!fey's 
fall.-- Commencement of the riformation in England.--F oreign 
ajj'airs.--Wo!fey's death.--A Parliament.--Progrefi of the 
reformation.--A Parliament.---King's final breach u·ith Rome. 
---.&1 Parlt'a11zent. 

N Otwithfi:anding the fubmiffive deference, paid to the papal authority be- Ch r"(r 
o.J ap. ¥ • 

fore the reformation, the marriage of Henry the eighth with Catherine 1 52 7· 

of Arragon, his brother's widow, had not pa!fed without much fcruple and Scruples con

difficulty. The prejudices of the people were in general tent againfr a conjugal ce.rni~g the 
. b r. h 1 . d } I K' h ' h h d Kmg s mar .. umon etween 1UC near re atiOns ; an t 1e ate mg, t o e a folemnized riage. 

the efpoufals, when his fon was but twelve years of age, gave evidents proofs of 
his intention to take afterwards a proper opportunity of annulling them *. He 
ordered the young prince, fo foon as he came of age, to enter a protefi:ation . 
againft the marriage t ; and on his death-bed he charged him, as his lafi: injunc-
tion, not to finifh an alliance, fo unufual and expofed to fuch infuperable ob
jetlions. After the King's acceffion, fome members of the Privy Council par
ticularly Warham, the primate, openly declared againft the refolution, of corn
pleating the marriage; and tho' Henry's youth and diffipation kept him, during 
forne time, from entertaining any fcruples with regard to the meaflJre which ne 
had embraced, there happened incidents, fufficient to rouze his attention, and to 
inform him of the fentiments, generally entertained on that fubjetl-. The ftates 
of Cafrile had oppofed the emperor Charles's efpoufals with Mary, I-Ie!Jry's 
daughter ; and among other objections, had infifted on the illegitimate birth of 
the young princefs :J=. And when the negotiations were afterwards opened with 
France, and mention was made of betrothing her to Francis or the duke of Or
leans, the billiop of Tarbe, the Fren'ch ambaffador, revived the fame objcc-

• Morifon's Apornaxis, p. 13. t ,1\lorifon, p. l3· Heylin'~ Q!ecn Mary, p. %, 

~ Lord Herbert, Fidde~'s life of \Volfey. 
tior • 
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Cb IV tion *. But tho' thefe events naturally raifed fame doubts in Henry's mind, .ap. • 
15 z7. there concurred other caufes, which tended much to fortify his remorfe, and render 

his confcience more fcrupulous. 
The Kin en- THE QEeen was older that the King by no lefs than fix years ; and the decay 
ters into ~hefe of her beauty, together with particular infirmities and difeafes, had contributed, 
fcruplcs. notwithftanding her blamelefs character and deportment, to render her perfon 

unacceptable to him. Tho' fhe had born him feveral children, they all died in 
early infancy, except one dJughter; and he was the more firuck with this mif
-fortune, becaufe the curfe of being childlefs is the very threatening contained in 
the Mofaical law againft thofe who efpoufe their brother's widow. The King 
was actuated by a {l:rong deGre of having male iffile: With a view to that 
end, it is believed, more than from de fire towards other gratification, he had, 
a few years before this period, made addreifes to a young lady, Catherine, 
daughter of Sir John Blount; and when fhe bore him a fon, he expreffed the. 
higheft fatisfac1:ion, and immediately created him duke of Richmond. The fuc-

. ceffion of the crown too was a confideration, that occurred to every one, when
ever the lawfulnefs of Henry's marriage was quefl:ioned ; and it was apprehended, 
that, if doubts of Mary's legitimacy concurred with the weaknefs of her fex, the 
King of Scots, the next heir, would certainly advance his own pretenfions, and might 
throw the kingdom into confufion. The evils, as yet recent, of civil wars and 
convulfions, ariGng from a difputed title, made great impreffion on the minds of 
men, and rendered the people univerfally defirous of any event, which might obvi
ate fo irreparable a calamity. And the King was thus impelled, both by his pri ... 
vate paffions, and by motives of public intereft, to feek the diifolution of his in
aufpicious, and, as it was efteemed, unlawful marriage with Catherine. 

HENRY afterwards affirmed, that his fcruples of confcience arofe entirely from 
private refleCl:ion ; and that on confulting his confeifor, the bifhop of Lincoln, 
he found that prelate poifelfed with the fame doubts and difficulties. The King 
himfelf, being fo great a cafuift and divine, proceeded then to examine the 
queftion more carefully by his own learning and ftudy; and having had recourfe 
to Thomas of .Aquine, he obferved that this celebrated doctor, whofe authority 
was great in the church, and abfolute with him, had treated of that very cafe, 
and had exprefsly declared againft the lawfulnefs of fuch marriages t. The pro
hibitions, faid Thomas, contained in Leviticus, and among the reft, that of 
marrying a brother's widow, are moral, eternal, and founded on a divine fanction; 
and tho' the pope may difpenfe with the rules of the church, the laws of God 
£annot be fet aGde by any authority lefs than that which enacted them. The 

* Rymer, vol. xiv. xgz, 203. Heylin, p. 3· 

5 
t :Burnet, Fiddes. 
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archbifhop of Canterbury was next applied to; and he was required to confult Chap. IV. 

his brethren : All the prelates of England, except Fifher, bifhop of Rochefi:er, • 5 27. 
declared unanimoufiy, under their hand and feal, that they deemed the King's 
marriage unlawful *. Wolfey alfo fortified the King's fcruples t, partly with 
a view of promoting a total breach with the emperor, Catherine's nephew, partly. 
defirous of conneCting the King more clofely with Francis, by marrying him to 
the dutchefs of Alen~on, fiiler to that monarch ; and perhaps too fomewhat 
difgufi:ed with the queen herfelf, who had reproved him for certain freedoms, 
unbefitting his character and fiation t. But Henry was carried forward, tho' per-
haps not at firft excited, by a motive more forcible than even the fuggeftions of 
that powerful favourite. _ 

ANNE BoLEYN, who lately appeared at court, had been created maid of honour Anne Boleyn • . 

to the queen; and having had frequent opportunities of being feen by the 
King, and of conver!ing with him, !he had acquired an entire afcendant over 
his affeCtions. This young lady, whofe grandeur and misfortunes have rendered 
her fo celebrated, was daughter to Sir Thomas Boleyn, who had been employed 
bz the King in feveral embaffies, and who was allied to all the principal nobility 
of the kingdom. His wife, mother to Anne, was daughter of the duke of 
Norfolk ; his own mother was daughter of the earl of Ormond ; his grandfather 
Sir Geoffry Boleyn, who had been mayor of London, had efpoufed one of the 
daughters and co · heirs of the lord Haftings §. An ne herfelf, tho' then in very 
early youth, had been carried over to Paris by the King's fifter, when fhe 
efpoufed Lewis the twelfth of France; and upon the deceafe of that monarch~ . 
and the return of his dowager into England, Anne, whofe accompli!hments · 
even in her tender years were always n1uch admired, was retained in the fervice · 
of Claude, queen of France, fpoufe to Francis; and after her death, fhe paffed 
into the family of the dutchefs of Alen~on, a princefs of fingular merit. The 
exact time, when ilie returned to England, is not certainly known; but it was 
after the King had entertained doubts with regard to the Jawfulnefs of his mar-
riage with Catherine; if the account is to be credited, which he himfelf after- -
wards gave of that tranfaetion. Henry's fcruples had made him break off all 
conjugal commerce wirh the queen; but as he ftill fupported an intercourfe of 
civility and friendfbip with her, he had occaGon, in the vifits, which he paid 
her, to obferve the beauty, the youth, the channs of Anne Boleyn. Find--
ing the accomplifhments of her mind nowife inferior to her exter-ior graces, he : 

* Burnet, vol. i. p. 38. Scowe, p. 548. f Le Grand, vol. iii. p. 46. I 66. 1 b8. Saunders. · 
Heyl in, p. 4· :t: Burnet, vol. i. p. 38. Strype, vol . i. p. 88. § Cambden's p~eface to the 
1ife of EHzabeth. Burnet, .vol. i. p. 44· 

ven 
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tChap .. IY • .even e ntertai;1ed the deugn of rai.fing her to the throne; and was the more con-
J s:- 7.• 1irmed in this rerolu tion, whe.n he found that her virtue and modefty prevented 

all hopes of grat ifyi ng his p.1ffion after any other manner. And as every motive 
of incl ination and poli.cy, feemed thus to concur in making ,the King defirous of 
a divorce fro m Catheri ne, and as his profpeet of fuccefs was inviting, he rrfolved 
to make application3 to Clement, and· he fent Knight, his fecretary, to Rome for 

that purpofe. 
1-Je~r.y applies THAT he might not n1ock the haughty claims of the pontiff, it was refolved 
to the pope not to found the application on any general doubts of the papal power to per-
fvr a J:vorce.. . . . 1 d f" r. · · b } · r.ft · m1t marnage m t 1e nearer egrees o conaangUJmty ; ut on y to InJ.l on partl-

.culai· grounds of invalidity in the bull, which J ulius had granted for the mar
riage of Henry and Catherine. 1 t was a n1axim in the court of Rome, that, if 
.t he pope be furprized into any conceffion, or grant any indulgence upon falfe 
fuggefiions, the bull may afterwards be annulled ; and this pretence had ufoally 
b en employed, wherever one pope had recalled any deed, executed by any of his 
predeceffo.rs. But J ulius's .bull, w ben examined, afforded plentiful matter of this . 
kind; and any tribunal, favourable to Henry, needed not want a fpecious colour 
for gratify ing him in his applications for a divorce. It was faid in the preamble, 
J:hat the bull had been granted upon his felicitation ; tho' it was known, that, 
at that time; he was below twelve years of age: It was alfo affirmed, as another 
n1otive for the bull., that the marriage was requifite, in order to preferve peace 
·between the two .crowns' tho' it is certain, that there was not then any ground 
.or appearance of quarrel between them. Thefe falfe premifes in J ulius's bull, 
feemed to afford Clem~nt a fufficient reafon or pretence for annulling it, and 
granting Henry a difpenfation for a fecond marriage :1:· 

The pope fa~ BuT tho' the pretext for this indulgence had been lefs plaufible, the pope 
vo~tr.ft ble.. was in fuch a. fituat.ion, that he had the ftrongeft motive to embrace every oppor

tunity of gratifying the Englifh monarch. He was then a prifoner in the hanc;Is 
.of the emperor, and had no hopes of recovering his liberty on any reafonable 
terms, unltfs by the efforts of the league, which Henry had formed wi~h Fran
cis and the Italian powers, in order to oppofe the exorbitant ambition of Charles. 
When the Englifh Secretary., therefore, made private applications to him, he 
received a very favour(J.ble anf wer ; and a dirpenfation was forthwith promiftd to 
be expedited to his mafl:er *. Soon after, the march of a French .army into Ita .. 
jy, under the command of Lautrec, obl'ged the imperialifts to give Clement his 
liberty; and he retired to Orvietto, where the Secretary, with Sir Gregory Caf
fali, the King'·s refident at Rome, renewed their applications to him. They 

1 Collier, Ecclef. Hift. vol. ii .• p,. zs .. from the Cutt. Lib,. Vitell. B. ~· 

. 7 
• Burn et~ vol. i. P· 4 7. 

found 
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found him flill full of high profeffions of friendfhip, gratitude, and attachment Chap. n·. to the King; but not fo expeditious in granting his requea as they expected. 1 SZ7· The emperor, who had got intelligence of Henry's application to Rome, had 
exacted a promife of the pope, to take no fteps in that affair before he corn
municated them to the imperial minifters; and Clement, confined by this pro-
mife, and ftill more overawed by the emperor's forces in Italy, feemed willing 
to poftpone thofe conceffions defired of him by Henry. Importuned, however, 
by the Engliih minifters, he at laft put into their hands a commijfzon to Wolfey, 
as legate, in conjunction with the archbifhop of Canterbury, or any other Eng-
Jifh prelate, to examine the validity of the King's marriage, and of J ulius's dif
penfation t : He alfo granted them a provifional difpenfation for the King's mar-
riage with any other perfon ; and promifed to expedite a decretal bull, annul-ling the marriage with Catherine. But he reprtfented to them the dangerous 
confequences, which muft enfue to him, if thefe conceffions fhould come to th~ 
emperor's knowledge; and he conjured them not to publifh tho!e papers, or make 
any further ufe of them, till his affairs were in fuch a fituation as to fecure his 

·liberty and independance. And his fecret advice ·~.as, whenever they fhould 
find the proper time of opening the fcene, that they iliould prevent all oppofi
tion, by proceeding immeaiately to a conclufion, by declaring the marriage with Catherine invalid, and by Henry's inftantly efpoufing fome other perfon. Nor 
would it be fo difficult, he faid, for himfelf to confirm thefe proceedings, after 
they were paffed, as previoufly to render them valid, by his confent and au
thority :J:. 

WHEN Henry received the corn million and difpenfation from his ambaffadors, 1 sz8. and was informed of the pope's advice, he laid the whole matter before his mi-
nifters, and afk.ed their opinion in fo delicate a fituation. The Englifh counfel-
lors confidered the danger of proceeding in the manner pointed out to them. 
Should the pope refufe to confirm a deed, which he might jufl:ly call precipitate 
and irregular, and fhould he difavo-n the advice which he gave in fo clandeftine a 
manner, the King would find his fecond marrige totally invalidated; any chil-
dren, which it might bring him, declared illegitimate; and his marriage with Catherine more firmly rivetted than ever*. And I-Ienry's apprehenlions of the pof-
fibility, or even probability, of fuch an event, were much confirmed, when he 
refleCted on the charaCter and fituation of the fovereign pontiff. 

CLEMENT the feventh was a prince of excellent judgment, wnenever his timi
dity, to which he was extremely fubjeCl:, allowed him to make full ufe of thofe: 

f Rymer, vol. xiv. p. 237• 
• Burnet, vol. i. p. 5 r. 
VoL. Ill. 

t Collier, from Cott. Lib. Vitell. b. ro. 
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talents, and that penetration, with which he was endowed *. The capttvtty, Chap. IV. 
'~ s z 8. and other misfortunes, which he had undergone, by entering into a league againft 

Charles, had fo affected h-is in1agination, that he never afterwards exerted himfelf 
with vigour in any public meafures, efpecialty if the intertfts or inclinations of 
that potentate ftood in oppofitioo to him. The imper-ial forces were, at prelent, 
powerful in Italy, and might return to the attack of Rome, which was ftill de
fencelefs, and expofed to the fame calamities with which it had already been over
whelmed. And befides thefe dangers, Clement found or fancied himfe1f expofed 
to perils, which threatened, fi:ill more immediately, his perfon and dignity. 

The emperor CHARLEs, apprized of the timid difpofition of the holy father, threw out 
threatens him. perpetual menaces of fummoning a general council ; which, he reprefent

ed, as neceffary to reform the church, and correct thofe enormous abufes, 
which the ambition and avarice of the court of Rome had introduced into every 
branch of ecclefiaftical adminiftration. The power of Clement himfelf, he faid, 
the fovereign pontiff, required limitation; his condutl: called aloud for amend
ment; and even his title to the throne, which he filled, might jufily be brought 
in quefl:ion. That pope had always paffed for tbe natural fon of J ulian of Me
dicis, who was of the fovereign family of Florence; and tho' Leo the tenth, his 
coufin, had declared him legitimate, upon a pretended promife of marriage be
tween his father and mother, few perfons believed tbat declaration to be founded 
on any juft reafon or authority t. The canon law, indeed, had been entirely 
filent with regard to the promotion of bafi:ards to the papal throne; but, what 
was ftill dangerous, the people had entertained a violent prepoffeffion, that that 
ftain in the birth of any perfon was fufficient to incapacitate him for fo holy an 
'Office. And in another point~ the canon law was exprefs and politive, that no 
:nan, guilty of fimony, could attain that dignity. A fevere buU of J ulius the 
fecond had added new fantl:ions to this law, by declaring, that a fimoniacal elec
tion lhGLlld not be rendered valid, even by a pofterior confent of the cardinals. 
But unfortunately Clement had given to cardinal Colonna a billet, containing pro
mifes of advancing that cardinal, in cafe he himfelf 1hould attain the papal dignity 
by his concurrence : And this billet, Colonna, who was in entire dependance on 
the emperor, threatened every moment to expofe to public view :J:. 

WHJLE Charl~ terrified the pope with thefe menaces, he alfo allured him by 
hopes, which were no lefs prevalent over his affections. At the time when the em
peror's forces facked Rome, and reduced Clement to captivity~ the Florentines, 
paffionate for their ancient liberty, h" taken advantage of his diftreifes, and re-

• Father P.au1, lib. 1. Guicdardini .. t Father Paul, lib. 1. t Ibid. 
volting 
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volting againft the family of Medicis, had entirely abolifhed their authority in Ch:~p. IV •. 

Florence, and re-eftablilhed the former democracy. The better to protect them- '5 zS . 
felves in their freedom, they had entered into the alliance with France, Eng-
land, and Venice, againft the emperor; and Clement found, that, by this intereft, 
the hands of his confederates were tied from affifting him in the reftoration of his 
family; the event, which, of all others, he moft paffionately defired. The empe-
ror alone, he knew, was able to effectuate this purpofe; and therefore, whatever 
profeffions he made of fidelity to his allies, he was always, on the leaft glimpfe of 
hope, ready to embrace every propofal of a cordial reconcilement with that monarch :J:. 

THESE views and interefts of the pope were well known in England ; and as 
the oppofition of the emperor was forefeen to Henry's divorce, both on account 
of the honour and interefis of Catherine, his aunt, and the obvious motive of 
diftreffing an enemy, it was efteemed dangerous to take any meafure of confe
quence, in expectation of the fubfeqt,lent concurrence of a man of Clement's 
character, whofe behaviour contained always fo much duplicity, and who was at 
prefent fo little at his own difpofal. The fafeft meafure feemed to con fill: in pre
vioufiy engaging him fo far, that he could not after~ards recede, and in making 
ufe of his prefent ambiguity and uncertainty, to extort the moft important con
ceffions from him. For this purpofe, Stephen Gardiner, the cardinal's fecretary, 
and Edward Fox, the King's almoner, were difpatched to Rome, and were or- F b 

10 e ruary. 
dered to folicite a commiffion from the pope, of fuch a nature as would oblige 
him to confirm the fentence of the commiffioners, whatever it was, and difable 
him, on any account, to recall the commiffion, or evoke the caufe to Rome*. 

BuT the fame reafon which made the King fo defirous of obtaining this concef-
fion, confirmed the pope in the refolution of refufing it : He was frill determined Th , . h e pope a to keep the door open to an agreement With t e emperor, and made no fcruple of ambiguous 

facrificing all other confiderations to a point which he deemed, of all others, the cond.ua. 

moft important to his own fecurity, and to that of his family. He granted, there-
fore, a new commiffion, in which cardinal Campeggio was joined to W olfey, for 
the trial of the King's marriage ; but he could not be prevailed on to infert the 
clat1fes defired of him. Ana though he put into Gardiner's hands a letter, pro~ 
mifing not to recall the prefent commiffion ; this promife was found, on examina-
tion, to be couched in fuch ambiguous terms, as left him ftill the power, when~ 
ever he pleafed, of departing fron1 it t. 

t Father Paul. • Lord Herbert. Burnet, vol. i. F• 29. in the colleet. Le Grand, vol. iii. 
p. z8. Strype, voJ. i. p . 93· with A pp. N°. 23, 24, &c. t Lord Herberr, p. 22 r. Barnet1 
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CA M PEGGIO lay under fome obligations to die King; but his dependance on 
the pope was fo much greater, that he conformed himfelf entirely to the views of 
his holinefs; and tho' he received his commiffion in April, he protracted his de
parture by fo many artificial delays, that it was October before he arrived in 
England. The fidl: ftep which he took, was to exhort the King to defift from 
the profecution of his divorce; and finding that this counfel gave great offence, 
he faid, that his intention was alfo to exhort the queen to enter into a convenr, 
and that he thought it his duty, previoufly to attempt an amicable compofure of 
all differences :f:. The more to pacify the King, he ihewed to him, as a'fo to the 
cardinal, the decretal buiJ, annulling the former marriage with Catherine ; but 
no entreaties could prevail with him to make any other of the King's council 
privy to the fecret 11· In order to atone, in fame degree, for this obfrinacy, he 
expreffecl to the King and the cardinal, the pope's great aefire of fatisfying them 
in every reafonable demand ; and in particular, he !bowed, that their requeft for 
fuppreffing fame more monaftries, and converting them into cathedrals and bi
fuops fees, had obtained the confent of his holinefs *. 

THESE ambiguous circumflances in the behaviour of the pope and the legate, 
kept the court of England in fufpence, and determined the King to wait with pa
tience the iffue of fuch uncertain councils. Fortune meanwhile feemed to 
promife him a more fure and expeditious way of extricating himfelf from his 
p_refent difficulties. Clement was feized with a dangerous illnefs ; and the in
trigues for electing his fuccdfor, began already to take place among the cardinals. 
\Volfey, in particular, fupported by the intereft of England and France, enter
tained hopes of mounting the throne of St. Peter t ; and it appears, that if a 
vacancy had then happened, there was a probability of his reaching that fummit 

· of his ambition. But the pope recovered his healrh, tho' after feveral relapfes ; and 
he returned to the fame train of falfe and deceitful politics, by which he had hi
therto amufed the Englifh court. He ftill flattered Henry with profeffions of 
the mo!l: cordial attachment, and promifed him a fudden and favourable iffue of 
his procefs : He frill continued his fecret negotiations with Charles, and perfevered 
in the refolution of facrificing all his promifes, and all the interefts of the Romifh 
religion, to the elevation of his family. Campeggio, who was perfectly acquainted 
with his views and intentions, protracted the decifion by the moll: artificial de
Jays; and gave Clen1ent fullleifure to adjuft all the tern1s of his treaty with the 
emperor. 

t Herbert, p. 225. IJ Burnet, p. 58. • Rymer, vol. xiv. p. z7o. S•rype, vol. i. 
p. uo, 11 I. Appen. N9. z8. t Burnet, vol. i. p. 63. 
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THE emperor, acquainted with the King's extreme earneflnefs in this aft'air, Chap. rv. 

was dettrmined, that he ihould obtain fuccefs by no other means but by an ap· 1529· 
plication to him, and by deferting his alliance with Francis, which had hitherto 
fupported, againft the fuperior force of Spain, the tottering ftate of the French 
monarchy. He willingly hearkened, therefore, to the applications of Cathe ... 
rine, his aunt ; and promifing her his utmofl: protection, exhorted her never to 
yield to the malice and perfecutions of her enemies. The ~1een herfelf was na-
turally of a firm and refolute temper; and was engaged by every motive to per-
fevere in protefting againft the inj uftice to which fhe thought herfdf expo fed. 
The imputation of inceft, which was thrown upon her marriage with Henry, 
firuck her with the highefl: indignation : The illegitimacy of her daughter, 
which feemed a neceffary confequence, gave her the mofl: juO: concern : The 
reluClance of yielding to a rival, who, ihe believed, had fupplanted her in the 
King's afflftions, was a very natural motive. Actuated by all thefe conGdera-
tions, fhe never ceafed foliciting her nephew's affifl:ance, and earnefl:l y entreating 
an avocation of the caufe to Rome, where alone, £he thought, fhe could expect 
juftice. And the emperor, in all his negotiations with the pope, made the re-
call of the corn million, which Campeggio and Wolfey exercifed in England, a 
fundamental article *. 

TH s two legates, meanwhile, opened their court at London, and cited the n. M 
31u ay. King and ~een to appear before it. They both prefented themfelves; and the Trial of the 

King anfwered to his name, when called : But the ~een, inftead of anf wering J~ing's mar. 
to her's, rofe from her feat, and throwing herfelf at the King's feet, made a very nage. 
pathetic h2rangue, which her virtue, her dignity, and her misfortunes, rendered 
the more affecting. She told him, that lhe was a firanger in his dominions, \Vith-
out proteftion, without council, without affifranre; expofed to all the injufl:ice, 
which her enemies were pleafed to impofe upon her: That lhe had quitted her 
native country without other refource, than her connexions with him and his fa-
mily, and had expecred, that, inftead of fuffering thence any violence or iniqui-
ty, fhe was affured in them . ~f a fafeguard againft every misfortune: That lhe 
had been his wife during twenty years, and would here appeal to himfelf, whe-
ther her affectionate fubmiffion to his will had not merited other t~eatment, than 
to be thus, after fo long a time, thrown from him with fo much indignity : That 
fhe was confcious-he himfelf was affured-that her virgin honour was yet un-
ftained, when he received her into his bed, and that her connections v.ith hrs 
brother had been carried no farther than the ceremony of marriage : That 
their parents, the Kings of England and Spain, were efteemed the wifeft princes 

• Herbert, p. zz5. Burnet, vol. i. p. 6;. 
of 
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of their time, and had undoubtedly acted by the befl advice, when they form
ed the agreement for that marriage, which was now reprefented as fo criminal 
and unnatural: And that fhe acquiefced in thPjr judgment, and would not fub
mit her caufe to be tried by a court, whofe dependance on her enemies was too 
vifible, ever to allow her any hopes of obtaining from them an equitable or im
partial decifion *.. Having fpoken thefe words, Lhe rofe, and making the King 
a low reverence, !he departed from the court, and never would again appear 

in it. 
AFTER her departure, the King did he1· the juftice to acknowledge, that 1he 

had ever been a dutiful and affetl:ionate wife, and that the whole tenor of her 
behaviour had been conformable to the ftritteft rules of probity and honour. 
He only infified on his own fcruples, with regard to the lawfulnefs of their mar

J"iage; and he explained the origin, the progrefs, and the foundation of thofe 
doubts, by which he had been fo long and io violently agitated. He acquitted 
cardinal Wolfey of having any hand in encouraging his fcruples ; and he begged 
a fentence of the court, conformable to the jufrice of his caufe. 

THE legates, after citing the OEeen anew to appear before them, declared her 

conlumaciouJ, notwithftanding her appeal to Rome ; and then proceeded to the 
examination of the caufe. The firft point which came before them, was, the 

proof of prince Archur's confummation of his marriage with Catherine; and it 
muft be confeffed, that no fl:ronger arguments could reafonably be expetl:ed of fuch 
a fatl: after fo long an interval. The age of the prince, who had palfed his fif
teenth year, the good fi:ate of his health, the long time that he had cohabited with 

his fpoufe, n1any of his expreffions to that very purpofe ; all thefe circumftances 

form a violent prefumption, in favour of the King's anertion t. Henry himfelf, 
after his brother's death, was not allowed for fome time to bear the title of prince 
of Wales, in expectation of her pregnancy: The Spanifh ambalfador, in order 
the better to enfure poffeffion of her jointure, had fent over to Spain, proofs of 

the confummation of her marriage :f: : J ulius's bull itfelf was founded on the 

fuppofition, that A rthur had perhaps had knowledge of the princefs : In the very 
treaty, fixing Henry's marriage, the confummation of the former marriage with 
prince Arthur, is acknowledged on both fides tl· Thefe particulars were all laid 
before the court; accompanied with many reafonings concerning the extent of 

the pope's authority, and his power of granting a difpenfation to marry within the 
prohibited degrees. Campeggio heard thefe doCl:rines with great impatience; 
and notwithftanding his refolution to protraCt the caufe, he was often tempted 

• Burnet, vol. i. p. 73· Hall. Stowe, p. 5-43• 
U Rymer, xiii. p. 8x. 
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to interrupt and !Hence the King's council, when they infifted on fuch dif.1greeable Chap. IV. -
topics. The trial was fpun out till the 2 3d of July; and Campeggio chiefly 1 S29• 
took on him the part of conducting it. Wolfey, tho' .the elder cardinal, per-
mitted him to aB: as prefident of the court ; becaufe it was thought, that a 
trial, managed by an Italian cardinal, would carry the appearance of greater 
~andour and impartiality, than if the King's own minifter and favourite had pre-
fided in it. The bufinefs now feemed to be drawing near to a period ; and the 
King was every day in expectation of a fentence in his favour; when, to his great · 
furprize, Campeggio, on a fudden, without any warning, and upon very frivolous 
pretences :f:, prorogued the court, till the firft of Od:ober. The avocation, The eau~ • 

evoked t-o whtch came a few days after from Rome, put an end to ail the hopes of fuccefs, Rome. 
which the King had fo long and fo anxioufiy cheri!hed §. 

DuRING the time, that the trial was carried on before the legates at London~ 
the emperor had by his minifters earneftly folicited Clement to evoke the caufe to 
Rome; and had employed every topic of hope or terror, which could operate 
either on the paffion or timidity of the pontiff. The Englith ambaffadors, on the 
.other hand, in conjuncbon with the French, had been no lefs earneft in their 
applications, that the legates fhould be allowed to finilh the trial; but, tho' they 
employe-d the fame engines of promifes and menaces, the objects which they 
could fet before the pope, were not fo infiant nor immediate ·as thofe which were 
held up to him by the emperor*. The dread of lofing England, and of forti
fying the Lutherans by fo confiderable an acceffion, made fm.all impreffion en 
Clement's mind, in comparifon of the anxiety for his own perfonal fafety, and 
the fond defire of refloring the Medici to their dominion in Florence. So 
f-oon, therefore, as he had adjufttd all terms with the emperor, he laid hold of 
the pretence ()f juftice, which required him, he faid, to pay regard to the ~een's 
appeal ; and fufpending the commiffi.on of the legates~ he evoked the .c~ufe to 
Rome. The legate, Carnpeggio, had beforehand received private orders, de
livered by Campana, to burn the decretal bull, with whkh he was entrufted. 

WoLsE v had long forefeen this meafure as the fure fore-runner of his own ruin. 
Tho' he had at firft ddired, that the King lhould rather marry a French princefs 
than Anne Boleyn, he had employed himfelf with the utmoft affid.uity and earnefi:
flefs to bring the affair to an happy iffue t : He was flOt therefore to be blamed 
for the unprofperous event, which the pGpe's partiality had produced. But he 
cad fufficient experience of the extreme ardour and impatience of Henry's tern· 
per, who coul-d bear oo contradiction, and who was wont, w.ithout examinatioll 

t Burn et, vol. i. p. 76, 77. § Herbert, p. 2 5 fo .. Burnet, vol. i. P· 75 .. 
t Collier, vol .. ii. p. 4S· Burnet, vol. i. p. 53· 
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Chap. IV. or difl:inCl:ion, to make his miniil:ers anfwerable for the iiTue of thofe tranfactions, 
·- 15 z9. ·with which they were entruil:ed. Anne Boleyn alfo, who was prepoiTeifed againft 

him, had imputed to him the failure of her hopes ; and as fhe was newly re
turned to court, whence fbe had been removed, from a regard to decency, during 
the trial before the legates, fhe had naturally acquired an additional mfluence 
on Henry's mind, and fhe ferved much to fortify his prejudices againft the 
cardinal :J:. Even the ~~en and her partizans, judging of Wolfey by the part 
which he had openly at1:ed, had expreffed the higheft animoGty againft him ; 
and the mail: oppofite factions feemed now to combine in the ruin of this haughty, 
miniil:er. The high opinion itfelf, which Henry had entertained of the car
dinal's capacity, tended to hail:en his downfal; while he imputed the bad fuccefs 
of tliat minifter's undertakings, not to ill fortune or to miil:ake, but to the ma
lignity or infidelity of his intentions. The blow, however, fell not inil:antly on 
his head. The King, who probably could not jufi:ify by any good reafon his 
alienation from his antient favourite, feems to have remained fome rime in fuf
pence; ·and he received him, if not with all his former kindnefs, at leaft with ap
pearance of trufi: and regard. 

BuT it is found almoa impoffible for a high confidence and affection to receive 
the leaft diminution, without !inking into abfolute indifference, or even running 

wo1fey's fall. into the oppofite ex.treme of hatred and averfion. The King now determined 
to bring on the ruin .of the cardinal with a motion almoft as precipitate as he had 

tSth oaober. formerly employed in hh elevation. The dukes of Norfolk and Suffolk were fent 
to require the great feal from. him; and on his fcrupling to del~ver it •, without 
a more exprefs warrant, Henry wrote him a letter, upon which it was furren
dered, and was delivered by the King to Sir Thomas More, a man, who, be
fides the ornaments of an elegant literature, p()ffeffed the higheft virtue, inte-
grity and capacity. · 

WoLSEY was ordered to depart fro.m York-place, a palace which· he had 
built in London, and which, tho' it really belonged to the fee of York, was feized 
by Henry, and became afterwards the refidence of the Kings of England, under 
the title of Whitehall. All his furniture and plate were converted to the King's 
ufe. Their riches arid fplendour befitted rather a royal than a private fortune. 
~~he walls of his palace were covered with cloth of gold or cJoth of filver: He had 
a cupboard of plate of maify gold : There were found a thoufand pieces of fine 
holland belonging to him. All the reft of his riches and furniture was in pro
portion ; and his opulence was probably no fmall inducement to this violent 
perfecution againft him. 

:t Cavendilh, p. 40. • Cavendifh, p. 41. 
THE 
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THE cardinal was ordered to retire to Afher, a country feat which he poffieffied Cl l\' llp. . 
near Hampton-Court. The world, who had paid hin1 fuch abject court during 1529· 

his profperity, now entirely deferted him, on this fatal reverfe of all his fortunes. 
He himfelf was much dejected with the change; and from the fame turn of 
mind, which had made him be fo vainly elated with his grandeur, he felt the 
blow of adverfity with double rigour t. The fmalleft appearance of his return 
to favour threw hitn into tranfports of joy, unbecoming a man. The King 
had feemed willing, during fame time, to intermit the blo\Ys, which over
whelmed him. He granted him his protection, and left him in poifeffion of the 
fees of York and Winchefl:er. He even fent him a gracious meffage, accompanied 
with a ring, a~ a teftimony of his affection. Wolfey, who was on horfeback 
when the meffenger met him, immediately alighted; and throwing himfelf on his 
knees in the mire, received in that humble pofture thefe marks of his majeftyts 
gracious difpofition towards him :J:. 

BuT his enemies, who dreaded his return to court, never ceafed plying the 
King with accounts of his feveral offences ; an.d Anne Boleyn in particular~ who 
bore him no kindnefs, contributed her endeavours, in conjunction with her uncle 
the duke of Norfolk, to exclude him from all hopes of ever being reinftated in his 

• former authority. He difmiffed therefore his numerous retinue ; and as he was 
a kind and beneficent mafter, the feparation pa.ffed not without a p!entiful effufion 
of tears on both fides §. The King~s heart, notwithftanding fome gleams of 
kindnefs, feemed now totally hardened againft his old favourite. He Oidered 
him to be indicted in the Star-Chamber, where a fentence was paffed upon him. 
And not contented with this feverity, he abandoned him to all the rigour of 
the Parliament, which now, after a long interval, was again alfembled. The 
houfe of lords voted a long charge againft Wolfey, confi!l:ing of forty-four 

3
d Novem

articles; and accompanied it with an application ro the King for his punifhment, ber. 
and his removal from all authority. Little oppofition was made to this charge in 
the upper houfe : No evidence of any part of it was fo much as called for; 
and as it confifts chiefly of general accufations, it was fcarce fufceptible of any*. 

VoL. Ill. Y The 

t Strype, vol. i. p. II4, 115. A pp. N°. 3 I, &c. t Stowe, p. 5 47· 
§ Cavendiili. Stowe, 54-9· 
• The firft article of the charge againft the cardinal is his procuring the legantiRe power, wh;ch, 

however, as it was certainly done \\ith the King's confent and pern;ijlion, could be nowife crimina1. 

Many of the other articles alfo regard the mere e.xercife of that power. Some articles impute to him 

as crimes, particular aCl:ions, which were natural or unavoidable to any man, that was prime miniil:er 

with fo unlimited an authority; fuch as receiving firil: all letters from the King's minifters abroad, 

~eceiving fidl. all vifi.ts from foreign minifiers, defiring that all applications 1hould be made thro' him. 
He 
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The articles were f( t down to the houfe of commons; where Thomas Crotnwel, 
formerly a fervant of the cardinal, and. who had been raifed by him from a ery 
low fiation, def,_, nded his unfortunate patron with fuch fpirit, generolJ.ty, and 
courage, as acquired him great honour, and laid the foundation of that favour, 

which he afterwards enjoyed with the Ktng. 
VvoLsEv's enemies, i1nding that either his innocence or his caution prevented 

them from having any jufr ground of accufing him, had recourfe to a very ex
traordinary expedient. An indiCtment was lodged againft him; that, contrary
to a fiatL1te of Richard the fecond, commonly called the ftatute of provifors, he 
had procured bulls from Rome, particularly that invefiing him with the legan
tine power, which he had exercifed with very extenfive authority. He con-
"e!fed the ind!etment, pleaded ignorance of the ftatute, and threw hin1felf 
on the King's mercy. He was perhaps within reach of the law; but bcfides 
that this fiatute was fallen altogether into difi.1fe, nothing could be more 
rigorous and fevere than to impute to hin1 as a crime, what he had openly, 
during a courfe of fo many years, praCtifed with the confent and approbation 
of the King, and the acquiefcence of the Parliame~t and kingdom. Not to 
n1ention, what he always afferted *, and what we can fcarce doubt of, that he 
had obtained the royal licence in the moft formal manner, which, had he not 
been appreh nfive of the dangers attending any oppofltion to Henry's lawlefs 
will, he might have pleaded in his own defence before the judges. Sentence, 
however, was pronounced againft him, " That he was out of the King's pro
" teB:ion; his lands and goods forfeited, and that' his perfon might be commit
" ted to cuftody." But this profecution of W olfey, · tho' it was not difc1greeable 
to Henry, was carried no farther. He even granted him his pardon for all of
fences ; reftored him part of his plate and furmture; and frill continued, from 
time to time, to drop exprefiions of favour and compaffion towards him. 

He was alfo accuf(d of naming himfelf \\ith the King, as if he had been his fellow, the King and l: 
It is reported th1t fometimes he even put his own name before the King's, ego et rex meus. But this 
mode of expreffion is juil:ified by the Latin idiom. It is remarkable, that his whifperiog in the King's 

c~ar, knowing bimfelf tO be aff~..B:ed \Vith venereal di!lempers, is an article againil: him. Many of 

the charges are general and incapable of prcof. Lord Herbert goes fo far as to affirm, that no man 
ever fell from fo high a fiation., who had fo few real crimes objected to him. This opinion is par
hap too favourable t) the cardinal. Yet the refutation of the artic~e~ by Cromwel, and their being 
rejeCted by a houfe of commons even in this arbitrary reign, is almoil: a demonftration of \Volfey's 
jnnocence.. Henry was, no doubt, entirely bent on his defiruB:ion, when, on his failure by a par
l:amentary impeachment, he attacked him upon the fiatute of provifors, wh!ch afford ~ d him fo little 

jufl: hold on that .mini~er. For that this inditlment was fubfequent to the attack in parl1ament, ap
pears by Cavend1fh's life of Wolfey, Stowe, p. 551, an:.l more certainly by the very articles of im

peacht:1ent t~emfelves. Parliamentary Hiftory, vol. iii. p. 42. article 7· Coke's Infi. pt. 4· fol. 8g • 
., Ca\'enddh, p. 72. 
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1 .. HE complaints againft the ufurpations of the ecclefia!l:ics had been very Chap. IV. 

antient in England, as wdl as in mofl: other ~uropean kingdoms ; and as this 1 5 zg. 

topic was now become popular every where, it had paved the way for the Lu- Commencc-

h d '1 d 1 l . r. r. h f' . h f l 'd ment of th.:! t eran tenets, an reconc1 e t 1e peop e, In 10me mea1ure, to t e ng t u 1 ea reformation 

of herefy and innovation. The commons, finding the occafion favourable, in England. 

paired feveral bills, reftraining the impofitions of the clergy ; one for regulating "" 
of mortuaries ; another againft the exaCtions for the probates of wills * ; a third 
againft non-refidence and pluralities, and againft churchmen's being farmers of 
land. But what appeared chiefly dangerous to the ecclefiaftical order, were the 
fevere invectives, thrown out, almoft without oppofition, in the houfe, agawft 
the diifolutenefs of the priefl:s, their ambition, their avarice, and their endlefs 
encro.1chments on the laity. Lord Herbert t has even preferved the fpeech of a 
gentleman of Grey's-Inn, which is of a very fingular nature, and contains fuch 
topics as we fhould little expeCt: to meet with during that period. The member 
infifl:s upon the vaft variety of theological opinions, which prevailed in different 
nations and ages ; the endlefs inextricable controverfies maintained by the feveral 
feets ; the impoffibility, that any man, much Jefs the people, could ever know, 
much lefs examine, the tenets and principles of each fecr ; the necdlity of igno
rance and a fufpence of judgment with regard to all thefe ocjetts of chfpute: 
And upon the whole, he infers, that the only religion obligatory on mankind is 
the belief of one fupreme Being, the author of nature; and the nee ffity of good 
morals, in order to obtain his favour and proteCtion. Such lentiments would be 
deemed latitudinarian, even in our time; and woul i not be advanct'd, without 
iome precaution, in a public aifembly. But tho' the firfl broaching of religious 
controverfy might encourage the fceptical turn in a few perfons of a ftudious 
difpofition; the zeal, with which men foon after attached themfelves to rheir 
feveral parties, ferved effectually to banifh for a long time all fuch obnoxious 

liberties. 
THE bills for regulating the clergy met with fome oppofition in the houfe of 

lords. Bifhop Fifher in particular imputed thefe meafures of he commons to 
their want of faith ; and to a formed defign, derived from heretical and Lutheran 
principles, of robbing the church of her patrimony, and overturning the national 
religion. The duke of Norfolk reproved the prelate, in very fevere, and even 
fomewhat indecent terms. f-Ie told him, that the greateft clerks were not alw,1ys 
the wifeft men. But Fifher replied, he did not remember any fools in his 

'*' Thefe exatlions were qdte arbitrary, and had rifen to a great height. A member faid in the 

houfe, that a thoufand merks had been exacted from him on that account. Hall, fol. I 88. Strype, 

vol. i. p. 73· t P. 293· 
y 2 time, 
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:-hap. IV. time, thaJt had proved great clerks. The exceptions taken at the bifhop o Ro-

1 :z9. che11:er"s fpeech ftopped not there. The commons, by the mouth of Sir Thomas 

Audley, their fpeaker, made complaints to the King of the reflections thrown 

upon them ; and the bi!hop was obliged to put a more favourable,conftruttion on 

his words ,:., . 

i Jl:n•e i g n 
· af.drs. 

l--IE~ R y was not difpleafed, that the court of Rome and the clergy lhould be 

fenfi ble, that they were entirely dependant on him, and that his Parliament, 

if he were willing to fecond their inclinations, were fufficiently difpofed to reduce 

the power and privileges of the ecclefiail:ics. The commons gratified the King 

in another particular of moment : They granted him a difcharge ·of all thofe 

debts, which he had contraCted fince the beginning of his reign: And they 

_grounded this bill, which occafioned many co~plaints, on a pretence of the 

K ing's .great care of the nation, and of his employing regularly all rhe money, 

~hich he had borrowed, in the public fervice. Moft of the King's creditors 

conGfted of friends to the cardinal, who had been engaged by their patron to 

·contribute to the fupply of Henry's demands; and the prefent courtiers were well 

pleafed to take the opportunity of mulB:ing them T· Several alfo approved of 

an expedient, which, they hoped, would ever after difcredit a method of fupply, 

fo irregular and fo unparliamentary. 

THE domeftic tranfaB::ions of E~gllnd were ·at prefent- fo interefting to the 

King, .that they chiefly engaged his attention ; _ and he regarded foreign affairs 

only in fubonlination to them. Re had deClared war againft the emperor; but 

t 1e muh1al advantages reaped by the commerce between England and the Ne

therlands had rng~ged him to fripulate a .neutrality with thofe .provinces ; and 

except by money contributed to the .Italian wars, he 'had in effect exercifed no 

-hoftilities againft any of the imperial dominions. A _general peace was this fum

mer eftablilhed in Europe. 1\!Iargaret of Auftria and Louife of Savoy met at 

Cambr.ay, and ftttled the terms of pacification between the French King and the 

·emperor. Charks accepted of two millions of crowns in lieu of Burgundy; and 
he delivered up the two princes <l France, whom he ·had retained a·s hoftages. 

Henry was fo generous to his friend and ally Francis, that "he fent him an ac
qnital of near 6oo,ooo crowns, which that prince owed him. Francis's Italian 

confederates were not fo well fatisfied as the ~ King with the peace of Cambray ·: 

l"'hey were there almoft wholly abandoned to the will of the emperor ; and feerneti 
:to have no other means of fecurity left, but his equity and moderation. Flo· 
rence, after a brave refiftance, was fubdued by the imperial arms, and finally deli

·vered over to the dominion of the family of Medici. The Venetians were better 

'.l't •Parliamentary Hifiory, vol. iii. ;p. 59· Burnet, vol. .ii. p. 82. t Burn et, vol. i. p. 8 3· 
:ueated :: 
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treated : They were only obliged to relinquifh fame acquifitions, which they had Chap. IV. 
made on the coaft of Naples. Even Francis Sforza obtained the inveftiture of ·1 529· 

Milan, and was pardoned all his paft offences. The emperor in perfon paffed 
into Italy with a magnificent train, and received the imperial crown from the 
hands of the pope at Bologna. H.e was but twenty-nine years of age; and 
having already, by his vigour and capacity, fucceeded in every enterprize, and 
reduced to captivity the two greateft potentates in Europe, the one fpiritual, the 
other temporal, he attratted the eyes of all men; and ma~y prognoftications 
were formed of his growing empire. 

:BuT tho' Charles feemed to be profpero0us on every fide, and the conqueft of 
Mexico and Peru now began to prevent that fcarcity of money, under which he 
had hitherto laboured, he .found himfelf threatened with difficulties in Germany ; 
and his defire of remedying them was the chief caufe of his granting fuch mode
rate conditions to th.e powers in Italy. Sultan Solyman, the greateft and moft 
accom plithed prince, that ever fat on the Ottoman throne, had almofl: entirely 
fubdued Hungary, had befieged Vienna, and, tho' repulfed, fiill menaced the 
hereditary dominions of the houfe of Aufhia with conquefl: arid fubjed:ion. The 
:Cutheran princes in .the .en1pire, finding, that liberty of confcience was .denied 
·them, had combined in a league for their own defence at Smalcalde; and be
caufe they protefted again!t the votes of tbe imperial diet, they thenceforth re-
.ceived the appellation of protejla11ts. Charles had _undertaken to reduce them to 
obedience ; and on pretence of fecuring the pur.ity of religion, he had laid 
.a fcheme of aggrandizing his own family, ~y .exten.diqg its dominions over all 
Germany. 

THE friend !hip of Henry was one materiaLcircumftance .yet .wanting to Charles., 
in order to render hi s ambitious proje6ls feafible; and the Ki'ng was Sufficiently 
acquainted, that the concurrence of .. that prince would at once remove all the 
.difficulties, which lay jn the way of his divorce; that point, which had long 
.been .the o~jed of his moft earneft wifbes. But befides that the ·interefts of his 
.kingdom feemed to require a confederacy with France, his haughty fpirit could 
not brook a friendlhip impofed on him by conflraint; and as he h2d.eve-r been 
accuftomed to receive courtfhip, fubmiffion, and felicitation ·from the greatefr 
.potentates, he could ill bear that .dependance, to which this.<tmhappy aff~tir feemed . 
to have reduced him. Amidil: the anxieties with which he -was agitated, he was 

.often tempted to break off all connexion with the court of !Rome ; and tho' he 
had been educated in a fuperftitious reverence .to the papal authority, it .is 

tlikely, that his perfonal experience of the duplicity and felfilh politics of C!e
&ment, had ferved much to <?pen his ~yes.in thac,particu!ar. He found his royal 

,prerogativ..e 
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Char. IV. prerogative firmly eftablifhed at home: He <:_bferved that his people were in 
1 52 9· general much difgufted with clerical ufurpations, ·and difpo!ed to reduce the powers 

and privileges of the ecclefi:d:tical order : I-:le knew, that they had cordially taken 
part with him in his profecution of the divorce, and highly refented that un
worthy treatment, which, after fo many fervices and fuch devoted attachment, 
he had received from the court of Rome. Anne Boleyn alfo could not fail, by 
her infinuations, to engage him into extremities with the pope, both as it was 
the readie!l: way to her attaining royal dignity, and as her education in the court 
of the dutchefs of Alen~on, a princefs inclined to the reformers, had already 
difpofed I1er to a belief of the new doCtrines. But notwithfianding all thefe in
ducements, lienry had fhong motives ftill to defire a good agreement with the 
fovereign pontiff. He apprehended the danger of fuch great innovations : He 
dreaded the reproach of herefy : He abhorred all connexions with the Lutherans, 
the chief opponents of the papal power: And having once exerted himfelf with 
fuch applaufe, as he imagined, in defence of the Romifh communion, he was 
alhamed to retract his former opinions, and betray from paffion fuch a palpable 
'nconfiftency. While he was agitated by thefe contrary motives, an expedient 
was propofed, which, as it promifed a folution of all difficulties, was embraced 
by him with the greateft joy and fatisfaction. 

The univerfi- DR. Tho~as Cranm_er, a fellow . of J ef~s-college i~ Cambridge, was a man 
ties confuited remarkable tn that umverfity for Ius learmng, and fltll more, for the car1dour 
ab.ou~ the and difintereftednefs of his temper. He fell one evening by accident into com-
Ktn er s mar- . h G ...l' .r. f ft d F h K. ' 1 riag~. pany w1t ar·.,mer, now 1ecretary o ate, an ox t e mg s a moner; and 

as the bufinefs of the divorce became the fubjett of converfation, he obferved, 
·that the readieft way either to quiet .Henry's confcience or extort the pope,s con
fent, would be to confult all the univerfities of Europe with regard to this con
troverted point : If they agreed to approve the King's marriage with Cathe
rine, his remorfes would naturally ceafe; if they condemned it, the pope ~ould 
find it difficult to refift the folicitations of fo great a monarch, feconded by the 
opinion of a11 the learned men in Chriftendom *. When the King. was informed 
of this propofa1, he was delighted with it; and fwore, with more · alacrity than 
delicacy, that Cranmer had got the right fow by the ear: He fent for that di
vine: Entered into converfation with him : Conceived a high opinion of his 
VIrtue and underfi:anding : Engaged hin1 to write in defence of the divorce : And 
immediately, in profecution of the fcheme propofed, employed his agents to collect 
the judgment of all the univerfrties in Europe. 

• Fox, p. 186o. zd. edit. Burnet, vol. i. p. 79· Speed, p. 769. Heylin, p. 5· 

HAD 
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I.. AD t-hA quefl:ion of Henry's marriage with Catherine been examined by the 
• prin iples of found philofophy, exempt from fuperftition, it feemed not liabL to 

n1uch difficulty. The natural reafon, why marriage in certain degrees is prohi
bited by the civil laws and condemned by the moral fentiments of all nations, 
is derived from men's care to preferve purity of manners ; while they refled, that 
if a commerce of love were authorized between the neareft relations, the frequent 
opportunities of intimate converfation, efpecially during early youth, would in
troduce an univerfal diffolutenefs and corruption. But as the cuftoms of coun
tries vary confiderably, and open an intercourfe, more or lefs relhained, between 
different families, or between the feveral members of the fame family, fo we find, 
that the moral precept, varying with its caufe, is fufceptible, without any incon
venience, of very different latitude in the feveral ages and nations of the world. 
The extreme delicacy of the Greeks, permitted no converfe between pcrfons 
of the two fexes, except where they lived under the fame roof; and even the 
apartments of a fiep-mother, and her daughters, were almoft as much fhut up 

. againft: vi fits from the hufband 's fons, as againfi: thofe from any !hangers or 
more remote relations : Hence ig that nation it was lawful for a man to marry, 
not only his niece, but his half fifter · by the father : A liberty unknown to the 
Romans, and other nations, where a more open intercourfe was author"zed be
tween the fexes. Reafoning from this principle, it would app ar, that the ordi
nary commerce of life among great princes, is fo obftruCl:ed by ceremony, and 
numerous attendants, that no ill confequence would · refult among them, frotn 
the marriage of a brother's widow ; efpecialJy if the difpenfation of the fove
reign pridt is previouily required, in order to jufiify what may in common 
cafes be condemned, and to hinder the precedent from becoming too common 
and familiar. .And as ftrong motives of public interefl: and tranquillity may 
frequently require fuch alliances between the fovereign families, there is lefs 
reafon for txtending towards · them the full rigour of that rule which has place 
among individuals *. 

BuT 

• Even judging of this qudlion by the Scripture, to ·which t11e app~al was every moment made, 
the arguments for the King's caufe appear but lame and imperfea. Marriage in the dcg1 ce of affi
nity which had place between Henry and Catherine, is, indeed, prohibited in Leviticus; but it is nr.
tural to interpret that p;·ohibition as a part of the Jewiih ceremonial or municipal bw: An.J tho' it is 
there faid, in the conclufion, that the gen tile natio1 s, by vio:ating thefe degrees of eo fanguinity, hal 
incurred the divine difpleafure, the extenfion of this maxim to every precifc ea e 11• fore fp~ci!i~d, i.> 
fuppofing the Scriptures to be compofed with a minute accuracy and precifion, to which, we know with 
cert.1inty, the facred penmen did not think proper to c,nfine thcmfelves. The defcent of mankind 
from one common father, obliged them in the firft generation to marry in the neareft dcgre~s of con-

far.guini :y ; 
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BuT in oppofition to thefe reafons, and many more ~hich might be collected, 

Henry had cuftom and praCtice on his fide, the principle by which men are al
moft wholly governed in their aCtions and opinions. Marriages with a brother's 

widow were fo unufual, that no other inftance of it could be found in any hiftory 
or record of any Chriftian nation; and tho' the popes were accuftomed to dif

penfe with more effential precepts of morality, and even permitted marriages 

within other prohibited degrees, fuch as thofe of uncle and niece, the imagina
tions of men were not as yet reconciled to this particular exercife of his authority. 

Several univerfities of Europe, therefore, without hefitation, as well as without 

intereft or reward t, gave· verditl: in the King's favour; not only thofe of France-, 
Paris, Orleans, Bourges, Tholoufe, Angiers, which n1ight be fuppofed to lie 
under the influence of their prince, a1ly to Henry; but alfo thofe of Italy, Ve· 
nice, Ferrara, Padua; even Bologna itfelf, tho' under the immediate jurifditl:ion 

of Clement. Oxford alone :J: and Cambridge 11 made fame difficulty ; be
caufe thefe univerfities, alarmed with the progrefs of Lutheranifm, and fearing 
a defection from the holy fee., fcrupled to give their fanCl:ion to tneafures, whofe . 

confequences, they feared, would prove fo fatal to the antient religion. Their 

opinion however, conformable to that of the other univerlities of Europe, was 
at ]aft procured ; and the King, in order to give weight to all thefe authoritie~, 
engaged his nobility to write a letter to the pope, recommending his caufe to the 
holy father, and threatning him with the moft dangerous confequences in cafe of 
a denial of juftice §. The convocations too both of Canterbury and York, pro
nounced the King's marriage invalid, irregular, and contrary to the law of God, 

with which no human power had authority to difpenfe *. But Clement, lying 
frill under the influence of the emperor, continued to fummon the King to ap
pear, either by himfelf or proxy, before his tribunal at Rome; and the King, 
who knew that he could expetl: no fair trial there, refufed to fubmit to fuch a 

condition, and would not even admit of any citation, which he regarded as a 

high infult, and a violation of his royal prerogative. The father of Anne Bo

leyn, created earl of Wiltlhire, carried to the pope the King's reafons for not 

{anguinity : Inftances of a like nature occur among the patriarchs : And the marriage of a brother'• 

widow was, in certain cafes, not only permitted, but even enjoined as a pofitive precept by che Mo

faicallaw. It is in vain to fay, that this precept was an exception to the rule; and an exception cor
fined merely to the J ewifh nation. T~e inference is frill j uft, that fuch a marriage can contain no na
tural or moral turpitude; otherwife God, who is the author of all purity, would never, in any cafe 
have enjoined it. · ' 

t Herbert. Burnet. :t: Wood. Hifr. and Ant. Ox. lib. i. p. 225. 11 Burnet, vol. i. p. 6. 
§ Rymer, xiv. 405. Burnet, vol. i. p. 95· • -Rymer, .xiv. 4)4, 472. 

appearing 
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·.appearing by pr'o:K:y ; and as the firft in fiance of di frepctl: from England, re- Char. 1V. 
fufed to kits his holinefs's foot, which he very gracioun y held out to him for that 15 30' 
. purpofe *. 

THE extremities to whi-ch f-lenry was pufhed, both againft the pope and the 
ecclefiafl:ical order, were naturally very difagreeable to cardinal Vvolley ; and as 

·-Henry forefaw his oppofition, it is the moft probable reafon which can be affigned 
for his continuing to perfecute with fo much rigour his ancient favourite. After · 
'\•Volfey had remained fome time at A !her, he was allowed to remove to Rich
n1ond, a palace which he had received as a prefent from Henry, in return for 
Hampton-Court : But the courtiers, dreading frill his near neighbourhood to 

· the King, procured an order for him to remove to his fee of York. The car
dinal knew it was in vain to refill: : He took up his refidence at Cawoocl in York.
fhire, where he rendered himfe]f extremdy popular to the neighbourhood, by 
his affabi lity and hofpitality t : but he was not allowed to remain long un
mol fted in this retreat. I'he earl of Northumb.:rland received orders, without 
reg.!rd to W olfey's ecclefiafl:ical character, to arreil: him for high trcafon, and 
to conduct him to London, in ordtr to his trial. The cardinal, p:1rtly from 
tHe fatie;ues of the journey, partly from the agitation of his anxious mind, was 
[eized with a diforder which turned into a dyt(clntery; and he was able, with fome 
difficulty, to reach Leicefter abbey. When the abbQt and monks advanced ro 
receive him with much refpea and ceremony, he told them, that he was come 
to lay his bones among them ; and he immediately took his bed, whence he ne-
ver rofe more. A little before he expired, he kddrelfed himfeJf in the follow-

2
s Nove:nb. 

ing words to Sir Wifliam Kingfton, confl:able of the Tower, who had him in 
cuftody. " I pray you, have me heartily recommended unto his royal majefty, 
'' and befeech him on my behalf to call to his remembrance all matters that 
" have pafft>d between us from the beginning, efpecially with regard to his bufi-
" nefs with the queen; and then will he know in his confcience whether I have 
" offended him~ 

" HE is a prince of a moft royal carriage, and hath a princefy heJrt; and 
" rather than he will mifs or want any part of his will, he will endanger the one 
" half of his kingdom. 

" I no affure you, that I have ofcen kneeled before him, fometimes three 
" hours together, to perfuade him from his will and appetite ; but could not 
" prevail : . Had I but ferved God as diligently as I have ferved the King, he 
'' would not have given me over in my grey hairs. Bt~t this is the juft reward 
·" that I muft receive for my indulgent pains and ftudy, not r~..garding my fer-

• Burnet, vol. i. p. 94· 
VoL. Ill. z 

t Cavendifi1. Stowe, 1. 55 t• 

" vice 
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Chap. IV. " vice to God, but. only to my prince. Therefore, let me advife you, if you be 
I 530. " one of the privy-council, as by your wifaom you are fit, take care what you 

\Volfey's 
death. 

" put into the King's head : For you can never put it out again *." 
THus died this famous cardinal, whofe character feems to have contained as· 

fingular a variety as the fortune to which he was expofed. The obftioacy and 
violence of the King's temper may alleviate much of the blame which fome of 
his favourite's meafures have undergone ; and when we confider, that the fubfe
quent part of Henry's reign was much more unfortunate and criminal than that 
which was directed by Wolfey's councils, we .!hall be inclined to fufp tl:<>f partia
lity thofe hiftorians, who have endeavoured to load the memory of this favourite 
with fuch violent reproaches. If in foreign politics, he fometimes employed his 
influence over the King for his private purpofes, rather than his mafter's intereft, 
which, he boafred, he had folely at heart; we muft remember, that he had in view 
the papal throne; a dignity, which, had he attained it, would have enabled him 
to make Henry a fuitable return for all his favours. The cardinal d' Amboife, whofe 
memory is precious in France, always made this apology for his own conduct, 
which was, in fome refpecrs, fimilar to Wolfey's; and we have reafon to think, 
that Henry was well acquainted with the motives by which his minifter was in
fluenced. He regreted very n1uch his death, when informed of it; anrl always 
fpoke favourably of his memory: A proof, that humour more than reafon, ~r 
any difcovery of treachery, had occafioned his !aft perfecutions againft him. 

15 31. A NEw feffion of Parliament was held, together with a con vocation ; and the 
16 Jan.uary. King gave (lrong proofs of his extenfivc authority, as well as of his intenti~n to em-
;l. Parl1ament. ...., .... . 

ploy it to the depreffion of the Clergy. As an ancient ftatute, now almo(r obfolete, 
had been made ufe of to ruin W olfey., and render his exercife of the legantine power 
criminal, notwithftanding the King's permifiion ; the fame law was no v turned a
gainfi: the ecclefiaftics. It was pretended, that every one who had fu~Jmitred to the 
leg<mtine authority, that is, the whole church, had vio'ated the ftatute of provifors; . 
and the attorney-general brought accordingly an indictment againft them t. The 
convocation knew that it would be in vain to oppofe reafon or equity to the King's 
arbitrary will, or plead that their ruin would have been the certain confequ~nce of 
not fubmitting to vVolfey's commiffion, which was procured by Henry's confent, 
and fupported by his authority. They chofe therefore to throw themfelves on the 
mercy of their fovereign; and they agreed to pay I I 8,840 I. for their pardon :J: .. .L\ 
confeffion was likewife extorted from them, that the King was the protellor and the 
jitpre:ne head of the church and clergy of England; tho' fame of them had the dexterity 
to get a claufe inferted, which invalidated the whole fubmiffion, and which ran in 
thefe terms , in fo far as is permitted by the law of Chrifl. 

Cavendifh. t Antiq. Brit. Ecclef. p. 3 25, Bur net, vol. i. p. 106.. :j: Hollingthed, p. 92 3, 

TnE 
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'rHE commons, finding that a pardon was granted the clergy, began to be ap- Chap. IV. 
prehenfive for themfelves, left either thry ihould afterwar ls be broL ght into 15·3 1• 

trouble, on account of their fubmiffion to the Irgantine court, or a fupply be ex-
torted from them, in return for their pardon. They therefore petitioned the 
King, to grant a rcmiffion to his lay fubjects; but tnet with a repulfe. He told 
them, that, if he ever pleafed to forgive their offence, it would be from his own 
goodnefs, not from their application, left he fhould feem to be compe!Jed to it. 
Some time after, when they defpaired of obtaining this conceffion, he was pleafed 
to iffue a pardon to the laity ; and the commons exprefied great gratitude for this 
acr of clemency *. 

BY the firitl: execution of the ftatute of provifors, a great part of the profit, 1;
3

z. 
and fiill more of the power, of the court of Rome was cut oft'; and the connec-
tions between the pope and the Englifh clergy were, in fome meafure, dilfol ved. 
The next feffion found both King and Parliament in the fame difpofitions. An rs January. 
act was paffed againft levying the annates or firfl fruits t; being a year's rent of 
all the bi.fhoprics that fell vacant : A tax which was impofed by the ~ourt of 
H.ome for granting bulls to the new prelates, and which was found to amount to Progrefs of 

confiderable fums. Since the fecond of Henry the fe,·enth, no lefs than one hundred t!1e rcforn~a
and Gxty thoufand pounds had been tranfmitted to Rome, on account of this claim; tlon. 

which the Parliament, therefore, reduced to five per cent. of all the epifcopal 
benefices. 1'he better to keep the pope in awe, the King was entrufted \Vith a 
power of regulating thefe payments, and of confirming or infringing this aft at his 
pleafure : And it was voted, that any cenfures which ihould be paffed by the court 
of Rome, on account of that law, ihould be entirely difregarded, and that mafs 
fhould be faid, and the facraments adminifrered, as if no fuch cenfures had been 
iffued. 

THrs feffion the commons Freferred to the King a long complaint againft 
the abufes and oppreffions of the ecclefiafiical courts ; and they were proceeding 
to enact laws for remedying them, when a difference arofe, which put an end to 
the feffion, before the Parliament had finifhed all their bufinefs. It Wa8 be
come a cuftom for men to make fuch fettlements, or truft de ds, of their land 
by will, that they defrauded, not only the King, but all other lords, of their 
wards, marriages, and reliefs ; and by the fame artifice the King was de
prived of his primier feiGn, and the profits of the livery, which were no in
confiderable branches of the revenue. Henry made a bill be dr.nvn to mode
rate, not remedy altogether, this abufe: He was contented, that every man 

• Hall's Chronicle. Holling01ed, p. 92 3• 
N°. +I. Strype, vo!. i. p. I.t+ 

Baker, p 208. 
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t Burnet, vol. i. CollcC1. 
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Chap. IV. fhould have the liberty of difpofing in this manner of the half of his ]and ; and 
15JZ. he told the Parli~ ment in plain terms, " If they woulJ not take a reafonable 

~' thing, when it was offered, he would fearch out the extremity of the law ; 

u and then would not olf-::r them fo much again.'' The lords came wi llingly 

into his terms ; but the commons rejeCted the bill : A fingular inftance, where 

He11ry might fee, that his power and authority, though extenfive, had yet fome 

boundaries. The commons, however, found reafon to repent of their victory. 

The King made good his threats: I-Je called together the judges ·and ablefl: law

yers, who a:·gued the quefLion in chancery ; and it was decided, that a man could 

not by L1w bequeath any part of his lands, in prejud rce of his heir*. 

10 April. THE Parliament being again affembled after J f11ort prorogation, the King 

caufed the t·.vo oaths to be read to them, that which the bifhops took to the pope, 
and that to the King, on their inftallation ; and as a contradiCtion might be fuf

petl:ed between them, while the prelates feemed to fv1t'ear allegiance to two fo

vereigns t, the Parliament fhowed their intention of abolifhing the oath to the 

pope, when their proceedings were fuddenly ftopped by the breaking out of the 
plague at Weftminfter, which occafioncd a prorogation. It is remarkable, that 
one Temfe ventured this fe!Tion to move, that the Houfe fi1ould addrefs the King~ 

to take back the queen, and ftop the profecution of his divorce. This motion 

occafioned the King to fend for Audley, the Speaker; and to explain to him 

the fcruples \Vith which his confcience had fo long been agitated ; fcruples, he 
faid, which had proceeded from no wanton appetite, which had arifen after the 
fervours of youth were paft, and which were confirmed by the concurring fenti

ments of all the learned focieties in Europe. Except in Spain and Portl gaJ, 
he. added, it was never heard of, that any man had efpoufed two fifl:ers ; but he 

himfdf had the misfortune, he believed, to be the fir11 chriftian man who had 

ever married his brother's widow :J:. 
AFTER the prorogation, Sir Thomas More, the chancellor, forefeeing that afl. 

the meafures of the King and Parliament tended to a breach with the church of 

Rome, and to an alteration of religion, which his principles would not permit 

him to concur with, defired leave to refign the feals ; _ and he defcended from 

this high fiation with more joy and ahcrity than he had mounted up to it. The 

aufterity of this man's virtue, and tLe fanctity of his manners, hai nowife en

croached on the gentlenefs of his temper, nor even diminilhed that frolic and 

gaity to whir.h he was naturally inclined. l-Ie fported with all the varieties of 

fortune into which he was thrown ; and neither the pride naturally attending a 

• Burne•, vol. i. p. 11 G. Hall. Parliamentary Hiftory. 
:t Herbert... Hall, fol. 205-. 

t Burnet, vol. i. p. 123, 124. 

high. 



IIENRY VIII. 173 

high fr1tion, nor the melancholy incident to poverty and retreat, could ever lay Chap. TV. 

hold of his ferene and equal fpirit. \Vhile his family difcoverecl fymptoms of 1
53z. · 

farrow on laying down the grandeur and rnagmficence to whiLh they had bC'en 
accufi:o11:ed, he drew a fubj ·B: of mirth from their dii1:reff<:s; and made thrm 
afhamed ot lofing even a moment's chearfulnefs, on account of fuch trivial miC-
fortunes. The King, who had entertained a high opinion of his virtue, admit-
ted his refig11ation with tome ddliculty ; and he befto ved the feals loon , fter on 
Sir Thomas Audky. 

DuRING thefe tranfactions in England, and thefe invafions of the papal and 
ecclefiaflical authority, the court of H.ome were not without folicitudc; and they 
entertained very jufl: appreheniio'ls of loflng entirely 1 heir authority in Eng
land; the kingdom, which, of all others, had long been muft devoted to the 
holy fee, and which had yielded it the moft ample reve.1ue. \Vhile the im
perial cardinals pufhed Clement to proceed to exrre~1ities ag· inft the King, his 
more·moderate and impartial counfellors reprefented to him the indignity of his 
proceedings; that a great monarch, who had fignalized himfelf, both by his pen 
and his fword, in the pope's caufe, fhould be deny'd a favour, which he demand
ed on fuch juft grounds, and which had fcarce ever before been refufed to any 
perfon of his rank and fration. N utwithfi:anding thefe remonfirances, the Queen's 
appeal was received at Rome; the King was cited to appear ; and feveral con
fiftories were bel', to examine the validity of their marriage. 1-Ienry WJS de
termined not to fend any proxy to plead his caufe before this court : I-Ie only 
difpatched Sir Edward Karne and Dr. Bonner, in quality of ex "' ufators, fo they· 
were called, to carry his apology, for not paying that deference to the papal au
thority. The prerogatives of his crown, he faid, muf1 be facri·ficcd, if he allow
ed of appeals from his own king om ; and as the queflion regJrded confcience, 
not power or interefi:, no proxy could fupply his place, or convey that fadsfattion 
which the oiCl:ates of his own mind could alone confer. In order to fupport 1 1 October. 

himfdf in this meafure, and add greater fecurity to hi£ defeCtion from Rome, he 
procured an interview with Frjncis at Boulogne and Calai~, where he renewed 
his pcrfonal triendfhip, as well as public alliance, with that monarch, and con-
certed all meafurcs for thtir mutual defence. He even employed argumentc;, by 
which, he believtd, he had p rft1aded Francis to imitate his example in withdraw-
ing his o )edience from the biihop of Rome, and adminircering ecclefla!lical af· 
fairs wirhout having fctrther reco~a-fe to that ft e. And being now fully determined q .November. 

in his own mind, as well as refolute to ftand all coofequences, I e privatt: ly rele-
br.1ttd his marriage with Anne Boleyn whom he h,td creatLd marchionefs of 
Pembroke. Rouland Lee, foon after raiftd to the bifhopric of Coventry, offi-

ci.:tteJ 

7 
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Chap. IV. ciated at the marriage. The duke of Norfolk, uncle to the new ~een, her -fa-
1532· ther, mother, and brother, together with Dr. Cranmer, were prefent at the cere· 

mony *. An ne became pregnant .foon after her marriage ; and this event, both 
gave great joy to the King, and was regarded by the people as a ftrong proof of 

the ~een's former modefl:y and virtue. 

1533· THE Parliament was again affembled; and Henry, in conjunction \Vith the 

J\~:~;i~~~~t. great council of the nation, proceeded frill in thofe gradual and fecure fteps, by 
which they loofened their conneCtions with the fee of Rome, and repreifed the 
ufurpations of the Roman pontiff. An aCt was made againft all appeals to Rome 
in caufes of matrimony, divorces, wills, and other fuits cognizable in ecclefia
ftical courts ; appeals efteemed difhonourable to the kingdom, by fubjeCting it 
to a foreign jurifdiB:ion; and found to be infinitely vexatious, by the expence 
and the de iay of juftice, which necdfarily attended them t. The more to lhew 

12 April. his difregard to the pope, .I-Ienry, finding the new ~1een's pregnancy to advance, 
publicly owned his marriage; and in order to remove all doubts with regard to its 
lawfulnefs he prepared meafures for declaring, by a formal fentence, the invalidity 
of his former marriage with Catherine: A fentence which ought naturally to have 

preceded his efpoufals of Anne t. 
THE King, notwithfi:anding his fcruples and remorfes on acccount of his fir ft 

marriage, had always treated Catherine with refpeCt and difl:inetion ; and he en
deavoured, by very foft and perfuafive art, to engage her to depart from her ap
peal to Rome, and her oppofition to his divorce. Fmding her obftinate in main
tainirg the juft:ice of her caufe, he had totally forborne all vifits and intercom·fe 
with her; and had defired her to make choice of any one of his palaces in which 
fue f11ould pleafc to refide. She had fixed her court for fome time at Amphill 

10 
May. nt>ar Dunfl:able; and it was in this latter town that Cranmer, now created arch-

biiliop of Cantet bury, on the death of W arham 11, was appointed to open his 
court 

* Herbert, 340, 3·'P . + 24 Hen. VIIJ. c. I 2. t Collier, vol. ii. p. 3 I. and 

Re~ords, 1 · 0 • R. 
11 Bl!hop Burn et has g;ven uc; an account of the number of bulls rcquifitc for Cranmer's inibllation. 

By one bull, clircEled to the King, he is, upon the royal n mimnion, mad archbjfhcp of Cant rbury. 

l3y a fecond, dire~tcd to himfdf, he is made archbiilior. By a third, he is ablolved from all cenfures. 

A fou:th, is to the fufr.r;~ans, rrq~.:iring them to receive and a knowledge him as archbifhop. A fifth 

to the dean and chapter, to the fan e purpofe. A fixlh to the clergy of C~nterbury. A fcventh to all 
the laity in his fee. An eighth to all that held lJ.1ds of it. By a ninth he was o .ciained to be confe. 

crated, t:\~ iog tl e o .lh that w:ls i· the pontifical. By a tent~l bull the pall w.1s fent him. By an ele

venth, the archbii110p of York, and the bi!hop of London, \Vere req .in:d to rut it on him. Thefe 
were fo mc.1ny artifices to draw fee~ to oflices, which the popes had erected, and difpofed of for money. 

It may be wo. th obferving, that Crann.er, befJre he took the oath to the pope, made a proteitation, 
that 
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court for examining the validity of her marriage. The near neighbourhood of Clap. IV. 
the place was chof~n in orJer to deprive her of all plea of ignorance; and as fhe 1 533· 

made no anf wer to the citation, neither by herfdf nor proxy, fhe was declared 
contumacious ; and the primate proceeded to the examinati,m of the caufe. The 
evidences of A rthur's confummation of the marriage were produced ; the opi-
·nions of the univcrfities were read ; together wirh the judgmc nt pronounced two 
years bef re by the convocations both of Canterbury and York; and after thefe 
prepar: tory fteps~ Cranmer proceeded to a ftntence, and annulled the King's 
n1arriagt> with C.1th 'rine as unlawful and invaliJ. By a fubfequent fentence, he 
ratified the marriage with Anne Boleyn, who foon after was publicly crowned 
~een. with all the pomp and dignity fuit d to that ceremony*. To complcat 
the King's fati~Letion, on the conclufion of this intricate and vexatious affair, 

7 
September. 

fhe was fafdy delivered of a daughter, who received the name of Elizabeth, 
and who afterwards fwayed the fceptre with fuch renown and felicity. Henry 
was fo much delighted with the birth of this child, that foon after he conferred 
on her the title of princefs of Wales t; a ftep fomewhat irregular, as fhe was 
only prefumptive, not apparent heir of the crown. But he had, during his -
former marriage, thought proper to honour his daughter M,try with that title; 
and he was determined to beftow on the offspring of his prefent marriage, the 
fame marks of diftinCl:ion, as well as exclude Mary from all hopes of the fuccef-
fion. I--fis regard for the new ~een feemed rather to increafe than diminifh by his 
marriage ; and all men expeCted to fee the entire afcend.mt of one who had mount-
ed a throne, from which her birth had fet her at fo great a diftancc, and who, by 

. a proper mixture of feverity and indulgence, had long managed fo intractable a 
fpirit as that of Henry. In order to efface, as much as poilible, all marks of 
his firft marriage, Lord Mountjoy was fent to the unfortunate and divorced 
Q_geen, to inform her, that fhe was henceforth to be treated only as princefs 
dowager of 'Vales ; and all means were em played to mJke her acquiefce in that .. 
determination. But fhe continued obftinate in maintaining the validity of her 
n1arriage; and fhe would admit of no fen,ice from any perfon, who did not ap-· 
proach her with the accufiomed ceremonial. I-Ienry, forgetting his wonted gene
rofity towards her, employed menaces againft fuch of her fervants as corn- -

that he did not .intend thereby to reftrain himfelf fr0m any thing that he was bound to, either by his 
duty to God, the Kin~, or the country ; and that he rer.oun ed every thing in it that was contrary to , 
any of thefe. This device\\ as the io\'ention of fome cafmil, and not very compatible with that ftrH~t 
nncerity, and that fcrupnlous conC ience, of which Cranmer made pr feflion. Collier, vol. ii. in • 
Coll. N°. 22. Burnet, \ ol. i. p. I z8, 1 z9. 

• Heylin, p. 6. t Burn et, vol. i. p. I 34· 
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plied with her commands in this particular ; but was never able to make her re

. mqui1h her title and pretenfions -j-. 
\VHEN intelligence was ~onveyed to Rome of thefe tranfaB:ions, fo injurious 

to the auth'1rity .:nd reputa~ion of the holy fee, the conclave were in a rage, and 
all the cardinals of the imperial faction urged the pope to proceed to a dtfinitive 
fentence, and to emit his fpiritual thunders againf\: f-Ienry. But Clement pro
ceeded no farther than to declare the nullity of Cranmer's fentence, as well as that 
of Henry's fecond marr1age; threatning him with excommunication, if, before 
the firft of NDvember enfuing, he did not replace every thing in the condition, in 
which they formerly flood t. An event had happened, from which the pontiff 
expected a more an1icable conclufion of the difference, and which hindered him 

from carrying matters to extremity againi1: the King. 
THE pope had chims upon the dutchy of Ferrara for the fovereignty of Reg 4 

gio and rllodena * ; and having fubmitted his pretenfions to the arbitration of • 

the emperor, he was fm·prized to find a fentence pronounced againft him. En
r~ged at this difappointment, he hearkened to propofals of amity from Francis; 
and when that monarch made overtures of marryi ag the duke of Orleans, his 
fecond fon, with ( atherine of Medici, niece to the pope, Clement gladly em
braced an alliance, by which his family was fa much .onoured. An interview 
was even appointed of the pope and French K~ug at .vlarfeilles ; and Francis, 
as a common friend, employed hi good offices in mediatiiJg an agreemet1t between 

his new ally and the Kwg of t..ngl:and. 
HAD this connt xion of France with the fee of Rome- taken place a few years 

fooner, there had been little difficulty in compofing the quarrel with Henry. The 
King's n.queft was an ordinary one; and t'1e {a me p1 na1 y power of the pope-, 
which had granted a difpenfation for his efpoufing Cathenne, ould eau y have an
nulled the marriage. But in the progrefs of the quarr 1, tLe Hate of. ff.1irs was 
.. much changed on ~oth fide£. Henry had iliaken off tnu 'h ()f that reverence with 
which he had been early imbued for the apoftc li a f.oe; and finding, that his 
fubjeets of all ranks had taken p3rt with hiPl, ~n ·' v:tlmgly complied 'Nith his 
tnovenwnts for breaking foreic_:n dependance, he 1aJ taken a relilh for his 
fpiritua:l authority, and would fCarce, it was apprehended, be inrluced to renew 
his fubrnifiions to the Roman pontiff. The pope, on the other hand, ran now a 
n~ar.ifeft rifque of infringing his autLority by a compliance with the Kwg; and 

·t Herbert., p. 3 z6. Burnet, vol. i, p. 13 z. 
vol. ii. p. 133· Guicciardini. 

t Le Grand, vol. iii. p. s6@. * Burnet, 

as 
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as a fentence of divorce could no longer be refted on nullities in Julius's bull, 
but would be confirued as an acknowledgment of papal ufurpations, it was fore
feen, that the Lutherans would thence take occafion of triumph, and would 
perfevere more obfiinately in their prefent principles. But notwithftanding thefe 
obftacles, Francis did not defpair of mediating an agreement. He ftill obferved · 
that the King had fome remains of prejudice in favour of the apoftolic fee, and 
was apprehenfive of the confequences, which might enfue from too violent inno-
vations. He faw plainly the interefi, that Clement had in preferving the obe-
dience of England, which was one of the richeil: jewels in the papal crown. And 
he hoped, that thefe motives on both fides would facilitate a mutual agreement, 
and would forward the effects of his good offices. 

FRANcrs firft prevailed on the pope to promife, that, if the King would fend 
a proxy to Rome, and thereby fubmit his caufe to the holy fee, he would appoint 
commiffioners to meet at Cambray, and form the procefs; and he would imme
diately afterwards pronounce the fentence of divorce, required of him. Bellay, 
bifhop of Paris, was next difpatched to London, and obtained a promife of the 
King, that he would fubmit his caufe to the Roman confiftory, provided the 

Chap. IV. 
IS 33• 

cardinals of the imperial faCtion were excluded from it. The prelate carried this 1 5 34· 
verbal promife to Rome; and the pope agreed, that, if the King would fign a Kmg·s final 
written agreement to the fame purpofe, his demands fhould be fully complied with. breach with 

A day was appointed for the return of the meffengers; and all the world re- Rome. 

garded this affair, which had threatened a violent rupture between England and 
the Romifh church, as drawing towards an amicable conclufion *. But the 
greateft affairs often depend on the moft frivolous incidents. The courier, who 
carried the King's written promife, was det~ined beyond the day appointed : 
News were brought to Rome that a libel had been publillied in England againft 
the court of Rome, and a farce aCted before the King in derifion of the pope ar.d 
t:ardinal.s t. The pope and cardinals entered into the confiftory enflamed with 23a Mar: 
anger; and by a precipitate fentence, the marriage of Henry and Catherine was 
pronounced valid, and Henry declared to be e~communicated if he refufed to 
adhere to it. Two days after, the courier arrived; and Clement, who had been 
hurried from his ufual prudence, found, that though he repented heartily of this 
hafty meafure, it would be difficult for him to retract it, or replace affairs on 
the fame footing as before. 

IT is not probable, that the pope, had he conducted himfelf With ever fo gre~t 
moderation and temper, could hope, during the life-time of Henry, to have 
Tegained much authority or influence in England. That monarch was both tm· 

• Father Paul, lib. r. ·r Father Paul, lib. 1. 
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petuous and obftinate in his charaCter ; and having proceeded fo far in throwing 
Ch:~3~:r· off the papal yoke, he never could again have been induced tamely to bend his 

neck to it. Even at the time, when he was negotiating a reconcilement with 
15 January. Rome, he either entertained fo little hopes of fuccefs, or was fo indifferent about 

A P 1
. . the event, that he had affembled a Parliament ; and continued to enact laws 

ar mment. ft n_. h l · 1 h d b totally de rucuve o.f t e papa authonty. The peop e a een prepared by 
degrees for this great innovation. Each preceding feffion had retrenched feme-
thing from the power and profit of the pontiff. Care had been taken, during 

fome years, to teach the nation, that a general council was. much fuperior to 
the pope. But now a bifhop preached every Sunday at Paul's crofs, in order 

to inculcate the doctrine, that the pope was intitled to no authority at all be
yond the bounds of his own diocefe :J:. The proceedings of the Parliament 

fhowed that they had entirely adopted this opinion ; and there is reafon to be
lieve, that the King, after having procured a favourable fentence from Rome,. 
which would have removed all the doubts with regard to his fecond marriage and 
the fucceffion, tnigbt indeed have lived on terms of civility with the apofiolic fee, 
but never would ha-ve furrendered to it any confiderable 1hare of his affumed pre

rogative. The importance of the laws, paffed this feffion, even before news ar

rived of the violent refolutions taken at Rome, is fufficient to jufiify this opinion. 

ALL payments made to the apoftolic chamber ; all provifions, bulls, difpenfa

tions, were abolifhed : Monafieries were fubjeeted to the vifitation and govern

ment of the King alone : The law for punifhing heretics was moderated; the. 
ordinary was prohibited to imprifon or try any perfon upon fufpicion alone,. 
without prefentment by two lawful witnelfes ; and it was declared, that to fpeak 
againft the pope's authority was no herefy : Bifhops were to be appointed~ by a. 

conge d'elire from the crown, or in cafe of the dean and chapter's refufal, by 
letters patent ; and no recourfe was to be had to Rome for palls, bulls, or pro. 
vifion11: Campeggio and Ghinucci, two Italians, were deprived of the bifhoprics 
of Saltlbury and Worcefier, which they had hitherto enjoyed*: The law which 
had been formerly made againfi paying annates or firfl: frt~its, but which had 

been left in the King's power to fufpend or inforce, was finally eftablifhed : And 

a fubmillion, which was exacted two years before from the clergy, and which 
had been obtained with great difficulty, received this feffion the fznttion of Par

liament t. In this fubmiffiun, the clergy acknowledge, that convocations ought 
only to be affembled by the King's authority ; they promife to enaCt no new 
canons without his confent; and they agree, that he fhould appoint thirty-two. 
commiffioners, in order to examine the old canons, and abrogate fuch as 1hould 

.t Burnct, vol. i. p. l4.f• • Le Ncve's Fafti Ecclef· Ang. t 25 H. 8. c. 19. 
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be found prejudicial to his royal prerogative :J:. An appeal was alfo allowed fron1 Chap. IV. 
the bilhop's court to the King in Chancery. 15 34· 

BuT the moft important law paffed this feffion, was that which regulated the 
fucceffion to the crown: The marriage of the King with Catherine was declared 
unlawful, void, and of no effect: The primate's fentence, annulling it, was ra
tified: And the marriage with ~een Anne was eftabli!hed and confirmed. The 
crown was appointed to defcend to the iffue of that marriage, and failing them 
to the King's heirs for ever. An oath likewife was ordered to be taken in favour 
of this fuccellion, under the penalty of imprifonment during the King's pleafure, 
and forfeiture of goods and chattels. And all Dander againft the King, ~1een, 
or their iffue, was fubjeCted to the penalty of mifprifion of treafon. After thefe 
compliances, the Parliament was prorogued; and thofe aCts, fo contemptuous h 11.s h. 

30t .~.uarc • towards the pope, and fo deft:ruftive of his authority, were paffed at the very 
time that Clement pronounced his haft:y fentence againft the King. Henry's 
Tefentment againft Queen Catherine, on account of her obftinacy, was the reafon 
why he excluded her daughter from all hopes of fucceeding to the crown; con-
trary to his firft intention~ when he began the fuit of divorce, and of difpenfa .. 
tion for a fecond marriage. 

THE King found his ecdefiafti<:al fubjefrs as compliant as the laity. The con
vocation ordered, that the aB: againil: appeals to Rome, together with the King's 
appeal from the pope to a general council, fhould be affixed to the doors of all 
the churches in the kingdom : And they voted, that the bilhop of Rome had~ 
by the law of God, no more jurifdietion in England than any other foreign 
bilhop; and that the authority, which he and his predeceffors had exercifed there, 
was only by ufurpation and the fufferance of Engli!h princes. Four perfons only 
oppofed this vote in the lower houfe, and one doubted. It paffed unanimou!ly 
in the upper. The bifbops went fo far in their complaifance, that th~y took 
-out new commiffions from the crown., where all their fpiritual and epifcopal 
authority was exprefsly affirmed to be derived ultimately from the civil magi
il:rate, and to be entirely dependent on his good pleafure t. 

THE oath regarding the fucceffion was generally fworn throughout the king
dom. Fifher, biiliop of Rochefter, and Sir Thomas More, were the only pe.r
fons of note, who entertained fcruples with regard to its legality. Fifher was 
obnoxious on account of fome practices, into which his credulity, rather than 
any bad intentions, feems to have betrayed him. But More was the perfon of 
greateft .reputation in the kingdom for virtue and integrity; and as it was be-

t Collier's Ecd. Hift. vol. ii. 
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lieved that his authority would have influence on the fentiments of others, great '· pains were taken to convince him of the lawfulnefs of the oath. He declared, 
that he had no fcruple with regard to the fucceffion, and thought that the Par
liament had full power to fettle it: He offered to draw an oath himfelf, which 
would affure his allegiance to the heir appointed ; but he refufed the oath pre
fcribed by law; becaufe the preamble of that oath afferted the legality of the 
King's marriage with Annt>, and thereby implied, that his former marriage with 
Catherine was unlawful and invalid. Cranmer, the primate, and CromweJ, now 
ftcretary of ftate, who highly loved and efteemed More, earneflJy folicited him 
to lay afide his f...:ruples; and their friendly entreaties feemed to weigh more with 
him, than all the penalties attending his refufal *. He perfifled however, in a 
mild, though firm manner, to maintain his refolution ; and the King, irritated 
againfl: him as well as Fi!her, ordered then1 both to be indicted upon the ftatutr, 
and committed prifoners to the Tower. 

THE Parliament, being again affembled, conferred on the King the title of 
the only fupreme bead on earth of the church of England ; as they had already 
invefted him with all the real power belonging to it. In this memorable act, the 
Parliament granted him power, or rather acknowledged his inherent power, "to 
" vifir, and reprefs, redrefs, reform, order, correCt, refl:rain, or amend all errors, 
" herefies, abufes, offences, contempts and enormities, which fell under any 
" fpiritual authority or jurifdietion t." They alfo declared it treafon to attempt, 
imagine, or fpeak evil againft the King, ~een, or his heirs, or to endeavour 
the depriving them of their dignities or titles. They gave him a right to all the 
annates and tythes of benefices, which had formerly been paid to the court of 
Rome. They granted him a fubfidy and a fifteenth. They attainted More and 
Fifher for mifprifion of treafon. And they compleated the union of England 
and \Vales, by giving to that principality all the benefit of the Englifh laws. 

THus the authority of the popes, like all exorbitant power, was ruined by the 
excefs of its acquifitions, and by ftretching its pretenfic,ns beyond what it was pof
fible for any human principles or prepoifeffions to fufl:ain. T he right of granting 
indulgences had in former ages contributed extremely to enrich the holy fee; but 
being openlr abufed, they ferved to excite the firft commotions anq oppofitions in 
Germany. The. prerogative of granting difpenfations had alfo contributed much 
to attach all the fovereign princes and great families in Europe to the papal 
a 1thority; but meeting with an unlucky concurrence of circumftances, was now 
the caufe, why England feparated herfeJf from the Romifh communion. T'he 
acknowledgment of the King's fupremacy introduced there a greater fimplicity into 

• Burnct, vol. i. P· I s6. t 26 H. 8. c. I . 
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the government, by uniting the fpiritual with the civil power, and preventing dif- Chap. IV. 
putes about limits, which never could be exacrly determined between the con- 1 Bi · 
tending parties. A way was alfo prepared for checking the exorbitancy of fu
perfrition~ and breal{ing tl:lofe !hackles, b'y which all human eaf< n, policy, and 
indufrry had fo long been incumbred. The prince, it may be fuppofed, being 
head of the religion, as well as of the temporal jurifdiction of the kingdom, 
tho' he might fometimes employ the former as an engine of government, had no 
interefr, like the Roman pontiff, in nourilhing its exceffive growth ; and, ex-
cept when blinded by ignorance or bigotry, would be fure to retain it within 
tolerable limits, and prevent its abufes. And on the whole, there followed from 
thefe revolutions very beneficial confequences; tho' perhaps neither forefe<: n nor 
intended by the p~rfons who had the chief hand in conducting them. 

WHILE Henry proceeded with fo much order and tranquilliry in changing 
the antient religion, and while his authority feemed entirdy fr.:cure in Eng
land, he was held in fome inquietude by tbe ftate of affairs in Irdand and in 

. Scotland. 

THE earl of Kildare was deputy of Ireland, under the duke of Richmond, 
the Kin a's natural fon, who bore the title of lieutenant; and as Kildare was 0 

accufed of fome violences againfr the family of Offory, his hereditary enemy, he 
was called over to anfwer for his conduct. He left his authority in the hands 
of his fon, who hearing that his father was thrown into prifon, and was in 
danger of his life, immediately took up arms, and joining himfelf to Oneale, 
Ocarrol, and other Irilh nobility, committed many ravages, murdered Alien, 
archbi!hop of Dublin, and laid fiege to that city. Old Kildare meanwhile died 
in prifon, and his fon, perfevering in his revolt, made applications to the emperor, 
who promifed him affiftance. The King was obliged to fend over f me forces to 
Ireland, which fo harrai ed the rebels, that Kildare, finding the emperor backward 
in fulfilling his promifes, was reduced to the neceffity of furrendering himfelf 
prifoner to lord Leonard Gray, the new deputy, brother to the marguiD; of Dor
fet. I-Ie was fent over to England, together with his five uncles; and after tr:al 
and conviction, they were all brought to public juftice; tho' two of the und .. s, ir 
order to f.1ve the family, had pretended to join tl e King's party. 

TP.E earl of Angus had acquired the entire afcendant in Scotland, and hav
irg got poffeffion of the King's perfon, then in early youth, he \-v as able, by 
means of that advantage, and by employing the power of his own family, to 
retain the reins of government. The queen dowager, however, his fpoufe, bred 
him great difl:urbanc;: For having feparated herfelf from him, on account of 
fome jealo fies and difgufts, and having procured a divorce, fhe had married 

anothe~ 
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another man of quality of the name of Stuart; and fue joined all the difcon.: 
tented nobility, who oppofed Angus's authority. James himfelf was diffatisfied 
with the flavery, to which he was reduced; and by fecret correfpondence, he 

excited firil: W alter Scot, then ·the earl of Lenox, to attempt, by force of 
arms, to free him from the hands of Angus. Both enterprizes failed of fuccefs; 
but J ames, impatient of reftraint, found means at laft of flying to Stirling, 
where his mother then refided; and having fummoned all the nobility to attend 

him, he overturned the authority of the Douglaffes, and obliged Angus and his 
brother to fly into England, where they were protected by Henry. The King 
of Scotland, being now arrived at years of majority, took the government into his 
own hands; and employed himfelf with great fpirit and valour, in repreffing 
thofe feuds, ravages, and diforders, which, tho' they di(lurbed the courfe of 

public juftice, ferved to fupport the martail fpirit of the Scots, and contributed, 
by that means, to n1aintain national independancy. He was defirous of renew
ing the antient league with the French nation; but finding Francis in clofe union 
with England, and on that account fomewhat cold in hearkening to his propo

fals, he received the more favourably the advances of the emperor, who hoped, 
by means of fuch an ally, to breed difturbance to England. He offered the 

Scots King the choice of three princeffes, his near relations, and all of the 

name of Mary; his fifter the dowager of Hungary, his niece a daughter of 
Portugal, or his coufin, the daughter of Henry; whom he pretended to dif
pofe of unknown to her father. J ames was more inclined to the latter propofal, 
had it not, upon reflection, been found impracticable; and his natural propenfity 
to France at lafl: prevailed over all other confiderations. The alliance with 
Franc is neceffaril y engaged J ames to agree to terms of peace with England. 
But tho' invited by his uncle, Henry, to confer with him at Newcafl1e, and con
cert common n1eafures for repreffing the ecclefiafi:ics in both kingdoms, and 
:fhaking off the yoke of Rome, he could not be prevailed with to put himfelf 
in the King~s power. In order to have a pretext for refufing the conference, he 

applied to the pope, and obtained a brief, forbidding him to engage in any per

fonal negotiations with an enemy , of the holy fee. By thefe meafures, Henry 
eafily concluded, that he could very little depend on the friend1hip of his nephew. 
But thofe events took not place till fome time after our prefent period. 

CHAP; 
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C H A P. V •. 

Religious principles of the peopk- qf tbe King- of the minijlerso 
-Farther progrefs of the refrn-mation.-Sir Thomas More.-
-7he maid if Kent.- 'rrial and execution of Fijher bijhop of 
Rochejler- of Sir 'Thomas More. -King excommunicated.
Death qf ~een Catherine.--Supprejjion of the lelfer monajleries. 
-A Parliament. -A convocation.-'rranjlation of the Bible. 
-Difgrace of ~ueen /Jnne. -Her trial-and execution.-
A Parliament.-A Con.vocatt""on. -Diflontents among the people. 
- Ir!furreBion.- Birth of prince Edward, and death of fi<!ieeJt.. 
Jane.--Supprejjion of the greater monajleries.-Cardina/ Pole. 

T HE antient and aimoft uninterrupted oppofition of'intereft between the . Cli . V. 
laity and clergy in England, and between the Englifh clergy and the 1~;4. 
court of Rome, had fufficiently prepared the nation for a breach with .the Religious . 

Roman pontiff; and men had penetration enough to difcover abufes,. which wer.e principle; off 
plainly calculated for the temporal advantages of the hierarchy, and which they the peop e .. 

found deftruCl:ive of their own. Thefe fubjeB:s feem proportioned to human un
derftanding;. and even the people, who felt the power of intereft in their own 
breafts, could perceive the purpofe of thofe numerous inventions, which the in-
terefted fpirit of the fovereign pontiff had introduced into religion. But when 
the reformers proceeded thence to difpute concerning the nature of the facra· 
ments, the operations of grace, the terms of acceptance with the Deity,, n1en 
were thrown into amazement, and were, during fome time,. at a Jofs how to 
chufe their party. The profound ignorance, in which. both the clergy and laity, 
formerly lived, and their freedom from theological altercations, had produced 
a fincere, but indolent acquiefcence in received opinions; and the multitude 
wer.e neither attached to them by topics of reafoning, nor by thofe prejudices-
and antipathies againft opponents, which have ever a more natural and powerful 
influence over them. As foon as a new opinion therefore was- advanced, fup-
ported by fuch an authority as to call up their attention, th~y felt their capacity· 
totally unfitted for fuch difquifitions; and they peq;etually fluctuated between 
the contending parties. I-Ience the fudden and violent movements by: wbich ,rhe 
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people were agitated, even in the m oft oppofite direCtions: Hence their feeming 
profl:itution in facrificing to prefent power the m oft facred principles: And htnce 
1the rapid progrefs during fome time, and the fudden as well as entire check given 
.afterwards to the new doCl:rines. When men were once fettled in their particular 
fetl:s, and had fortified themfelves in an habitual deteftation againft thofe efteemed 
heretics, they adhered with more obftinacy to the principles of their education; 
and the limits of the two religions remained thenceforth fixed and unchangeable. 

NoTHING forwarded more the firfl: progrefs of the reformers, than the offer, 
which they made, of fubmitting all religious doCtrines to private judgment, and 
the fumtnons given every one to examine the principles formerly impofed upon 
him. Tho' the multitude were totally unqualified for this undertaking, they yet 
were highly pleafe:d with it. They fancied that they were exercifing their judg
ment; while they oppofed to the prejudices of ancient authority more powerful 
prejudices of another kind. The novelty itfelf of the doctrines; the pleafure of 
an imaginary triumph in difpute; the fervent zeal of the reformed preachers; 
their patience, and even alacrity, in fuffering perfecution, death, and tor~ents; 
a difguft againft the rdhaints of the old religion; an indignation againft the 
tyranny and interefted fpirit of the ecclefiaftics; thefe motives were prevalent 
with the people, and by fuch confiderations were men fo generally induced during 
that age, to throw off the religion of their anceftors. 

BuT in proportion as the practice of fubmitting religion to private judgment 
was acceptable to the people, it appeared, in fome refpeCts, dangerous to the 
rights of fovereigns, and feemed to deftroy that implicit obedience on which the 
authority of the civil magiftrate is chiefly founded. The very precedent of 
fliaking fuch an ancient and deep founded eftablifhment as that of the Roman 
hierarchy might, it was apprehended, prepare the way for other innovations. The 
republican fpirit, which naturally took place among the reformers, increafed this 
jealoufy. 'The furious infurreB:ions of the populace, excited by Muncer ~nd 
other anabaptifts in Germany *, furnifhed a new pretence for decrying the re
formation. Nor ought we to conclude, becaufe proteil:ants in our time prove as 
dutiful fubjeB:s as thofe of any other religion, that therefore fuch apprehenfions 
were altogether without any appearance or plaufibility. Tho' the liberty of pri
vate judgment be tendered to the difciplcs of the reformation, it is not in reality 
accepted of; and men are generally contented to acquiefce in thofe eftabliihments, 
however new, in o which their early education has thrown them. 

No prince in Europe was poffelfed of fuch abfolute authority as Henry, not 
even the pope himfelf, in his own capital, where he united both the civil and 

• Sleidan, lib. 4· & S• 
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ecclefiaftical powers t ; and there was fmalllikelihood, that any doctrine, which Chap. V . 
lay under the imputation of encouraging fedition, could ever pretend to his fa-

15 
J4·· 

vour and countenance. But befides this political jealoufy, there was another Of the King. 
reafon which infpired this imperious monarch with an averfion to the reformers. 
He had early declared his fentiments againft Luther; and having entered the lifts 
in thofe fcholaftic quarrels, he had received, from his courtiers and theologians, 
infinite applaufe for his performance. Elated by this imaginary fuccefs, and 
blinded by a natural arrogance and obftinacy of temper, he had entertained the 
moft lofty opinion of his own erudition, and he received with impatience, mixed 
with contempt, any contradiction to his fentiments. Luther alfo had been fo 
imprudent, as to treat in a very indecent manner his royal antagonift ; and tho' 
he afterwards made the humble[\; fubmiffions to Henry, and apologized for the 
vehemence of his former expreffions, he never could efface the hatred which the 
King had conceived againft him and his doctrines. The idea of herefy frill ap-
peared deteftable as well as formidable to that prince ; and whilft his refentment 
againft the fee of Rome had removed one confiderable part of his early prejudices, 
he had made it a point of honour never to relinquifh the reft. Separate as he 
ftood from the Catholic church, and from the Roman pontiff, the head of it, he 
frill valued himfelf on maintaining the Catholic doctrine, and on guarding, by 
fire and fword, the imagined purity of his fpecu[ative principles. 

HEN R v's minifters and courtiers were of as motley a character as his cond ucr ; ~f the mi .. 
and feemed to waver, during this whole reign, between the ancient and the new miiers. 
religion. The Queen, engaf;ed by interefl: as well as inclination, favoured the 
caufe of the reformers : Cromwel, who was created fecretary of Hate, and who 
was every day advancing in the King's confidence, had embraced the fame views; 
and as he was a man of prudence and ability, he was able, very effectually, tho' 
in a covert manner, to promote the late innovations : Cranmer, archbifhop of 
Canterbury, had fecretly adopted the protefiant tenets; and he had gained Henry's 
friendfhip by his candour and fincerity; virtues which he polfdfed in as eminent 
a degree as thofe times, equally dilhaB:ed with faCtion and opprelfed with tyran-
ny, could eaGly permit. On the other hand, the duke of Norfolk adhered to 

tHere are the terms in which the King's minifter expreift d himfelf to the pope. An non, inquam, 
fanetitas veftra plerofque habet quiuufcum arcanurn aliquid crediderit, putet id non minus celatum e!fe 
quam fi uno tantum petlore contineretur; quod multo magis' fereniffimo Anglire Regi evenire debet, 
cui finguli in fuo regno funt fubjctli, nsque ctiam velint, pol1unt Regi non eife fideliffirni. V re nam
que illis, fi vel parvo momento ab illius voluntate recederent. Le Grand, tom. iii. p. 113. The 
King once faid publicly before the council, that if any one fpoke of him or his aCtions, in terms which 
became them not, he would let them know, that he was mafter. Et qu'il n'y auroit fi belle tete 
qu'1l ne fit voler. Id. p. 218. 
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the ancient faith ; and by the greatnefs of his rank, as well as by his talents.; 
~hap. V • 

. t s H· ·both for peace and war, he had great weight in the King's council: Gardiner, 

lately created biihop of Winchefter, had inliil:ed himfelf in the fame party ; and 

the fupplenefs of his charaCter, and the dexterity of his conduCt had rendered 

him extremely ufeful to it. 

ALL thefe minifters, while they flood in the moft irreconcilable oppofition of 

principles, were obliged to difguife their particular opinions, and to pretend an 

ntire agreement with the fentiments of their mafter. Cromwel and Cranmer 

Hill carried the appearance of a conformity to the ancient fpeculative tenets ; but 

they artfully made ufe of Henry's refentment to widen the breach with ~he fee of 

Rome. Norfolk and Gardiner :feigned an affent to the King's fupremacy, and to 

·his renunciation of the fovereign pontiff; but they encouraged his paffion for 

the Catholic faith, and infl:igated him to punifh thofe daring heretics, who had 

prefumed to rejeCt his theological principles. Both fides hoped, by their unli

mited compliance, to bring hin1 over to their party: The King meanwhile, who · 

held the balance between the factions, was enabled, by the courtfhip payed him 

both by proteftants and catholics, to affume an immeafuraple authority-: And tho' 

in all thefe n1eafures he was really dr.iven by hi-s tJngove;ned .. humour, he cafually 

'held a courfe, which led mor-e certainly to arbitra-ry power, than any which the 

moft profound politics could have traced out to him. Artifice, ··refinement, ami 

11ypocrily, in his fituation, would have put both -parties on their guard againft him., 

·and would have taught them referve in complying with a monarch, whom they 

'Could never hope thoroughly to have gained : But while the franknefs, fincerity., 

and opennefs of Henry's temper were generally known, as well as the dominion 

10f his furious pailions; each fide dreaded to lofe him by the fmalleft oppofition, 

and flattered themfelves that a blind compliance with his will., would throw him., 

cordially and fully, into their interefts. 

THE ambigurty -of the 1<.ing1s conduct, tho' it kept the courtiers in awe, ferv

ed to encourage the proteftant doctrine among his fubjetl:s, and protnoted that 

lfpirit of innovation with which the age was generally feized, and which nothing 

·but an intire uniformity, as well as a fteady feverity in the adminillration, could 

be able to reprefs. There were fome Engliihmen, Tindal, J oye, Conftantine, 

and others, who, dreading the exertion of the King's authority, had fled to Ant

werp :1:; where ·the great privileges poffeffed by the Low Country provinces, 

·ferved, during fome time, to give them protection. Thefe men employed them-

!Fartbe~ pro- felves in writing books, in Englifh, againft the corruptions of the church of 

~grfefs of .. ~he Rome; againft images, reliques, pilgrimages ; and they excited the curiofity of 
• 'C armau.on. 

-t Burnet, vot i .. p. I~S9-
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men with regard to that queftion, the moft important in theology, the terms of 
acceptance with the Supreme Being. In conformity to the Lutherans and other 

proteftants, they afferted, that falvation was obtained by faith alone ; and that . 
the moft infallible road to perdition * was a reliance on good works; by which 
terms they underftood, as well the moral duties, as the ceremonial and monaftic 
obfervances. The defenders of the ancient religion, on the other hand, main-
tained the efficacy of good works; but tho' they did not exclude from this appel-
lation the focial virtues, it was fiill the fupe"dl:itions, gainful to the church, which 
they chiefly extolled and recommended. The books, compofed by thefe fugi-
tives, paving ftole over to England, began to make converts every where; but it 

·was a tranOation of the fcriptures by Tindal, that was efteemed m oft dangerous. 
to the eftablirhed faith. The firft edition of this work, compofed with little ac
curacy, was found liable to confiderable objections; and Tindal, who was poor. 
and could .not afford to lofe a great part of the imprellion, was longing for an op
portunity of correcting his errors, of which he had been made fenfible. Ton
ital, then bifhop of London, foon after of Durham, a man of great modera
tion, being defirous to difcourage, in the gentleft manner, thefe innovations, gave 
private orders for buymg up all the copies, which could be found at Antwerp;_ 
and he burnt them publicly in Cheapfide. By this. contrivance, he fupplied Tin
dal with money, enabled him to print a new and correCt edition of his work,. 
and gave occafion to great fcandal and reproach, in thus committing to the flames 

the word of God t. 
THE difciples of the reformation met with little feverity during the miniftry 

of Wolfey, who, tho• himfelf a clergyman, bore too fmall regard to the ecclefi .. 
a{Hcal order, to ferve as an inftrument of their tyranny : It was even an article 
of impeachment againft him :f:, that by his connivance he had encouraged the 
growth of herefy, and that he had proteCted and acquitted fome notorious offen-

Chap. V. 
1534· 

ders. Sir Thomas More, who fucceeded Wolfey as chancellor, is at once an ob~ Sir Thorn 

jeB: deferving our compaffion, and an inftance of the ufual progrefs of mens fen• More. 

timents during that age. This man, whofe elegant genius and familiar acquain-
tance with the noble fpirit of antiquity, had given him very enlarged fentiments, 
and who had in liis early years advanced principles, which even at prefent would 

• Sacrileginm eft & impietas velle placere Deo per opera & non per folam 6dem. Lutber ad<Verfos 

regem. Ita vides quam dives fit homo chrifiianus five baptizatus, qui etiam volens non poteft perdere 

falutem fuam quantifcunque peccatis. Nulla enim peccata poifuQt eum damn are nifi incredulitas. 

ltl. de capti<Vitate Bahylonica. 

t Hall, fol. 186. Fox, vol. i. p. I 38. Burnet, vol. i! p. 1 59• 
t Articles of impeachment in Herber t. Burnet. 
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be deemed fomewhat libertine, had, in the courfe of events, been fo irritated by 
polemics, and thrown into fuch a fuperftitious attachment to the ancient faith, 
that few inquifitors have been guilty of greater violence in their profecutions of 
herefy. Tho' adorned with the gentleft manners, as well as the pureft integrity, 
he carried to the utmoft height his averfion to heterodoxy ; and J ames Bain
ham, in particular, a gentleman of the temple, experienced from him the high
eft feverity. Bainham, accufed of favouring the new opinions, was carried to 
More's houfe, and having refufed to difcover his accomplices, the chancellor or
dered him to be whipt in his prefence, and afterwards fent him to the Tower, 
where he himfelf faw him put to the torture. The unhappy gentleman, over
come by all thefe feverities, abjured his opinions; but feeling afterwards the 
deepefl: compunction for this apoftacy, he openly returned to his former tenet~, 
and even courted the crown of martyrdom. He was condemned as an obftinate 
and relapfed heretic, and was burned in Smithfield *. 

MANY were brought into the bifhops courts for offences, which appear very 
trivial, but which were regarded as fymbo)s of the party: Some for teaching 
their children the Lord's prayer in Englifh ; others for reading the new tefta
n1ent in that language, or for fpeaking againft pilgrimages. To harbour the 
perfecuted preachers, to neglect the fafts of the church, to declaim againft the 
vices of the clergy, were capital offences. One Thomas Bilney, a prieft, who 
had embraced the new doctrine, had been terrified into an abjuration; but was 
fo haunted by remorfe, that his friends dreaded fome fatal effects of his defpair. 
At laft, his mind feemed to be more compofed ; but this appearing calm pro
ceeded only from the refolution which he had taken, of expiating his pafr offence, 
by an open confeffion 'of the truth, and by dying a martyr to it. He went thro' 
Norfolk, teaching every where the people to beware of idolatry, and of truftiqg 
either to pilgrimages, or to the cow le of St . .Francis, to the prayers of the faints, 
or to images. He was foon feized, tried in the bifhop's court, and condemned as 
a relapfed heretic; and the writ was fent down to burn him. When brought to 
the ftake, he difcovered fuch patience, fortitude, and devotion, that the fpeCl:a
tors were much affeCted with the horrors of his punifhment; and fome Mendi
cant friars, who were prefent, fearing that his death would be imputed to them, 
~nd make them lofe thofe alms, which they received from the charity of the peo
ple, defired him publicly to acquit them + of having any hand in his death. He 
ve.ry willingly complied ; and by this meeknefs gained the more on the fympa
thy of the people. Another perfon, ftill more heroic, being brought to the 
ftak.e for denying the real prefence, feemed almoft in a tranfport of joy; and he 

• Fox. Burner, vol. i. p. x6s. t Ibid. p. 164. 
tenderly · 
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tenderly embraced the faggots, which were to be the inftruments of his punifh

ment, ~s the means of procuring him eternal reft. In fhort, the tide turning 

towards the new doctrine, thofe fevere executions, which, in another difpofition 

of mens minds, would have fufficed to fupprefs it, now ferved only the more to 
diffufe it among the people, and to infpire them with horror againft the unre-

lenting perfecutors. 

BuT tho' Henry neglected not to punifh the proteftant doctrine, which he 

efteemed herefy, his m oft formidable enemies, he knew, were the zealous ad
herents to the ancient religion, chiefly the monks, who, having their immediate 

dependance on the Roman pontiff, apprehended their own ruin to be the cer

tain confequence of abolifhing his authority in England. Peyto, a friar, preach

ing before the King, had the affurance to tell him, '' That many lying prophets 

" had deceived him~ but he, as a true Micajah, warned him, that the dogs 

" would lick his blood, as they had done Ahab's :1:·" The King took no notice 

of this infult; but allowed the preacher to depart in peace. Next Sunday, he 

employed Dr. Corren to preach before him ; who juftified the King's proceed

ings, and gave Peyto the appellations of a rebel, a Oanderer, a dog, and a tray
tor. Elfton, another friar of the fame houfe, interrupted the preacher; and told 
him, that he was one of the lying prophets, who fought to eflablifh by adultery 
the fucceffion to the crown; but that he himfelf would juftify all that Peyto had 

faid. Henry filenced this petulant friar; but fhowed no other mark of refent

ment than ordering Peyto and him to be fummoned before the council, and to be 

rebuked for their offence t. l-Ie even here bore patiently fame new inftances of 
their obfi:inacy and arrogance. For when the earl of Eifex, a privy counfelior, 

told them, that they deferved for their offence to be thrown into the Thames ; 

Elfton replied, that the road to heaven lay as near by water as by land 11· 

BuT feveral monks were detected in a confpiracy, which, as it might have 
proved more dangerous to the King, was, on its difcovery, attended with more fatal 

confequences to themfelves. Elizabeth Barton, of Aldington, in Kent, commonly 

Chap. V. 
I 5 34-• 

called the holy Maid of Kent, had been fubject to hyfterical fits, which threw her The Maid of 

body into unufual convulfions; and having produced an equal diforder in her Kent. 

mind, made her utter ftrange fayings~ which, as !he was fcarce confcious of them 

during the time, had foon after entirely efcaped her memory. The filly people in 
the neighbourhood were fi:ruck with thefe appearances, which they imagined to 

be fupernatural; and Richard Ma!lers, vicar of the parifh, a defigning fellow, 

t Strype, vo1. i. p. 167. 
ft Stowe, p. s6z. 

t Collier~ vol. ii. p. 86. Burn et, vol. i. p. 15 I. 
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found~d on them a projecr, by which he hoped to draw both profit and confidera

tion to himfelf. He went to W arham, Archbifhop of Canterbury, who was at 

that time alive; an~ having given him an account of Elizabeth's revelations, he 

fo far wrought on that prudent, but fuperftitious prelate, as to receive orders from 

him to watch her in her trances, and to note down carefully all her future fpeeches. 

The regard paid her by a perfon of fo high a rank, foon rendered her ftill more 

the objeCt of _attention to the neighbourhood ; and it was eafy for Mafters to 

perfuade them, as well as the nuid herfelf, that her ravings were infpirations of 

the Holy Ghofl. Knavery, as is ufua], foon after fucceeding to illufion, 1he 

learned to counterfeit trances; and fhe then utterred, in an extraordinary tone of 

voice, fuch fpeeches as were dictated to her by her fpiritual director. Mafters alfo

ciated with him Dr. Backing, a canon of Canterbury; and their defign was to raife 

the credit of an image of the virgin, which ftood in a chapel belonging to Ma

fters, and to draw fuch pilgrimages to it as ufually frequented the more famous 

images and reliques. In profecution of this defign, Elizabeth pretended revela

lations, which directed her to have recourfe to that image for a cure ; and being 

brought before it, in the prefence of a great multitude, 1he fell anew into convul

fions; and after difiorting her limbs and countenance during a competent time, fhe 

affected. to have obtained a perfect recovery by the interceffion of the virgin *. 
This miracle was foon bruited abroad ; and the two priefts, finding the impof

ture to fucceed beyond their own expeB:ations, began to extend their views, and 

to lay the foundation of more important enterprizes. They taught their peni

tent to declaim againft the new doctrines, which lhe denominated herefy; againft 

innovations in ecclefiaftical government; and againft the King's divorce fron1 

Catherine. She went fo far as to affert, that, if he profecuted thac defign, and 

1narried another, he fhould not be a King a month longer, and 1hould not an 

hour longer poffefs the favour of the Almighty, but 1hould die the death of a 

villain. Many monks throughout England, either from folly, or roguery, or 

from faCtion, which is often a complication of both, entered into this delufion; 

and one Deering, a friar, wrote a book of the revelations and prophecies of Eli

zabeth t. Miracles were daily added, to encreafe the wonder; and the pulpit 

every where refounded with accounts of the fanB:ity and infpirations of this new 

prophetefs. Melfages were carried from her to QEeen Catherine, by which that 

princefs was exhorted to perfift in her oppofition to the divorce; the pope's am

balfadors gave encouragement to the popular credulity; and even Filher, bilhop 

of Rochefier, tho' a man of fenfe and learning, was carried away with an opinion 

• Stowe, p. 5 70. Blanquet's Epitome of Chronicles. t Strype, vol. i. p. 1 81, 
. fo 



H E N R Y VIII. 

fo favourable to the party, which he had embraced :f:. The King at laft began 
.to think the matter worthy of his attention ; and having ordered Elizabeth and 
·her accomplices to be arrefted, he brought them before the ftar .. chamber, where 
they freely, without being put to the torture, made confeffion of their guilt. 
The Parliament, in the feffion held the beginning of this year, paffed an aCt of at· 
tainder againft fome who were engaged in this treafonable impofture *; and Eliza
beth herfelf, Mafters, Backing, Deering, Rich, Riiliy, Gold, fuffered for their crime. 
The bifhop of Rochefter, Abel, Addifon, Laurence, and fome others, were 
condemned for mifprifion of treafon ; becaufe they had not difcovered fome cri
minal fpeeches which they heard from Elizabeth t : And they were thrown into 
prifon. The better to undeceive the multitude, tl)e forgery of many of the pro· 
phetefs's miracles was detected ; and even the fcandalo,us profi:itution of her man
.ners was laid open to· the public. Thofe paffions, which fo naturally infinuate 
themfel ves amidft the warm intimacies maintained by the .devotees of different 
fexes, had taken place between Elizabeth and her confederates ·; and it was found, 
that a door to her dormirory, which was fa id to have been miraculoufiy opened, 
in order to give her accefs to the chapel, for the fake of frequent converfe with 
heaven, had been contriv.ed by Backing and Mafters for lefs refined purpofes. 

THE deteCtion of an impoflure, attended with fo many odious circumftances, 
'hurt much the credit of the ecclefiaftics, particularly of the monks, and infi:.igated 
.the King to take vengeance on them. He fuppreffed three monafleries of the 
Obfervantine friars; and findi.1g that little clamor was excited by this act of 
power, he was the more encouraged to lay his rapacious hands on the reft. Mean
while, he exercifed punifhment on .indivi~luals, who were obnoxious to him. 
The Parliament had made it treafon to endeavour the depriving the King of his 
dignity or titles : They had lately added to hi-s other titles, that of fupreme head 
-of the church: It was inferred, that to deny his fupremacy was treafon ; .and 
many priors and ecclefiaftics loft their lives for this new fpecies of crime. It was 
certainly a high in fiance of tyranny to make the .mere delivery of a political opi
nion, efpecially one that nowife affeCted the King's temporal right, to be a capi
tal offence, tho' attended with no overt att; and the Parliament, in palling this 
law bad overlooked all the principles by which a civilized, much more a free · 
.people, fhould be governed ·: But the violence of changing fo fuddenly the whole · 
fyftem of government, and the making it treafon ·to deny what, during many 
ages, it had been herefy to a.ffert, is an event whic 1 may appear fomewhat ·extra
ordinary. Even the ftern, unrelenting tnind of Henry was, at firfi:, !hocked 

:t Collier, vol. ii. p. 87. 
-Godwin's Anna1s, p. 51· 

• 2 ) Hen. 8 . •. u. .Burnet, vol. i. p. 149. H:ill, fol. .zzo. 
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Cl1ap. v. with thefe fanguinary meafures ; and he went fo far as to change his garb and 
1 534· drefs, pretending farrow for the neceffity, by which he was pufhed to fuch extre

mities. Still impelled, however, by his violent temper, and delirous of fhiking a 
terror into the whole nation, he proceeded, by making examples of Fifher and 
More, to confummate his lawlefs tyranny. , 

Trial and ex- JOHN FISHER, bifhop of Rochefter, was a prelate, eminent for his learning and 
e~ution ~f morals, no lefs than for his ecclefiaftical dignities, and for the high favour which 
Fdher, b1fhop · h h K" Wh h h · · r 
cf Rochefter. he had long poffeffed wit t e mg. en e was t rown m to pnton, on 

account of his refuling the oath of fucceffion, and his concealment of Elizabeth 
· Barton's treafonable fpeeches, he had not only been deprived of all his revenues, 

but ftripped of his very cloaths, and, without confideration of his extreme age, 
was allowed ·nothing but rags, which fcarce fufficed to cover his nakednefs *. In 
this condition, he lay in prifon above a twelvemonth ; when the pope, wil
ling to recompenfe the fufferings of fo faithful an adherent, created him a cardi· 
nal ; tbo' Fifher was fo carelefs of that dignity, that even if the purple were 
lying on the ground, he declared that he would not ftoop to take it. This pro
motion of a man, merely for his oppofition to royal authority, rouzed the in
dignation of the King; and he refolved to make the innocent perfon feel the 
effects of his refentment. Fifher was indicted for denying the King's fupremacy, 

zzd of June. was tried, condemned, and beheaded. 

Of Sir Tho
mas More. 

UHE execution of this prelate was intended as a warning to More, whofe com
pliance, on account of his great authority both abroad and at home, and his high 
reputation for learning and virtue, was anxiou!ly defired by the King. That prince 
alfo bore as great perfonal affection and regard to More, as his imperious mind, 
the fport of paffions, was fufceptible of towards a man, who in any particular op
pofed his violent inclinations. But More could never be prevailed on to acknow
ledge any opinion fo contrary to his principles as that of the King's fupremacy ; 
and tho' Henry exaB.ed that compliance from the whole nation, there wa~, as yet, 
no law obliging any one to take an oath to that purpofe. Rich, the folicitor 
general, was fent to confer with More, then a prifoner, who kept a cautious 
.filence with regard to the fupremacy. He was only inveigled to fay, that any 
queftion with regard to the law, which eftabli!hed that prerogative, was like a 
two-edged fword: If a perfon anfwer one way, it will confound his foul; if ano
ther, it will deftroy his body. No more was wanted to found an indictment of 
high treafon againft the prifoner. His filence was called malicious, and made a 
part of his crime; and thefe words, which had cafually d.ropped from him, 

• Fuller's Church HUl. book v. p. zo3. 
were 
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were Interpreted as a denial of the fupremacy * Trials were mere formalities Chap. V . 
during this reign: The jury gave fentence againft More, who had long expeCted 1535· 
this fate, and who needed no preparation to fortify him againll: the terrors of 
death. Not only his conA:ancy, but even his cheerfulnefs, nay, his ufual face· 
tioufnefs, never forfook him ; and he made a facrifice of his life to his integrity 
with the fame indifference that he maintained in any ordinary occurrence. When 
he was mounting the fcaffold, he faid to one, " Friend, help me up, and when 
4;, I go down again let me fhift for myfelf.'' The executioner afking him for· 
givenefs, he granted the requeft, but told him, '' You will never get credit by 
" beheading me, my neck is fo lhort." Then laying his head on the block, he 
bid the executioner fray till he put afide his beard : " For," faid he, "it never corn-
,, mitred treafon." Nothing was wanting to the glory of this end, except a better 
caufe, more free from weaknefs and fuperftition. But as the man followed his 
principles and fenfe of duty, however mifguided, his conftancy and integrity are 
equally objects of our admiration. He was beheaded in the fifty-third year of his age. 6th July. 

WHEN the execution of Fifher and More was reported at Rome, efpecially that 
of the former, who was invefted with the dignity of cardinal, every one difcovered 
the moll violent rage againft the King; and numerous libels were publifhed, by 
the wits and orators of Italy, comparing him to Caligula, N ero, Domitian, and 
all the moft unrelenting tyrants of antiquity. Clement the feventh had died about 
fix months after he pronounced fentence againft the King; and Paul the third, 
of the name of Farnefe, had fucceeded to the papal throne. This pontiff, who 
had always favoured Henry's caufe while a cardinal, had hoped, that, perfonal , 
animofities being buried with his predeceffor, it might not be impoffible to form 
an agreement with England : And Henry himfelf was fo defirous of accommo
dating matters, that in a negotiation, which he entered into with Francis a little 
before this time, he required, that that monarch lhould conciliate a friendlhip be
tween him and the court of Rome. But Henry was accufl:omed to prefcribe, not 
to receive terms; and even while he was negotiating peace, his ufual violence of-
ten carried him to commit offences, which rendered the quarrel totally incurable. 3oth Augud. 
The execution of Filher was regarded by Pau], as fo capital an injury, that he 
immediate-ly paffed cenfures againft the King, citing him and all his adherents 
to appear in Rome within ninety days, in order to anfwer for their crimes: If 
they failed, he excommunicated them ; deprived the King of his realm; fubjected Kin~ excom
the kingdom to an interdict ; declared his iffue by Anne Boleyn iiiegitimate; dif ... mumcaced. 
folved all leagues which any catholic princes had made with him; gave his king-
dom to any invader; commanded the nobility to take arms againft him ; freed 

VoL. III. 
• More':; Life of Sir Thomas More. Herbert, p. 393· 
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his fubjeB:s from all oaths of allegiance; cut off their commerce with foreign ffates; 
and declared it lawful for any one to feize them, to make fiaves of their perfons, 
and to. convert their effeCts to his own ufe *. But tho,. thefe cenfl=lres were paired, 

they were not at that time openly denounced: The pope delayed the publication~ 
till he !hould find an agreement with England entirely defperate; and till the em

peror, who was at prefent preifed by the Turks and the proteftant princes in Ger

many, fi1ould be in a condition to carry the fentence into execution. 

THE King knew, that he might expeCl: any injury, which it fhould be in 
Charles's power to infliCt:; and he therefore made it the chief object of his policy 

to incapacitate that monarch from wreaking his refentment upon him t. He 
renewed his friendfhip with Francis, and opened negotiations for marrying lis 

infant- daughter, Elizabeth, with the duke of Angouleme, third fon of Franc1s. 
Thefe two princes alfo made advances to the protdlant league in Germany~ 
who were ever jealous of the emperor's ambition : And Henry, be 1d .s rem it
ting them fome money, fent Foxs bifhop of Hereford, as Francis d 'd Bellay, 

lord of Langey, to treat with thofe princes. But during the firft fervours of the 
reformation, an agreement in theological tenets was held, as well as an union 

of interefl:, to be effential to a good corref1ondence among ftates; and tho' both 
Francis and Henry flattered the German princes with ho ues r f their embracing 

~the confeffion of Augfuourg, it was looked upon as a bad fympto m of their Gncerity~ 
that they exercifed fuch extreme rigour againft aU preachers of the reformation 
in their refpetbve dominions :f:. Henry carried the feint fo far, thar, while he 

thought himfelf the firft th~ologian in the world, he yet invited over MelanB:hon, 
Bucer, Sturmius, Draco, and other German divines, in order to confer· with 

him, and to inftruet him in the foundation of their tenets. Thefe theologi· 

ans were now of great importance in the world; and no poet or philofopher, 
even in antient Greece, where they were treated with moft refpeet, had ever 

reached equal applaufe and admiration with thefe wretched compofers of meta

phyfical polemics. The German rrinces told the King, that they could not 

fpare their divines ; and as Henry had no hopes of agreement with fuch zealous 

difputants, and knew that in Germany the followers of Luther would not aifo
ciate with the difciples of Zuinglius, becaufe, tho' they agreed in every thing 

elfe, they differed in iome particulars with regard to the eucharift, he was the 
n1ore indifferent on account of this refufal. He could alfo forefee, that even while 

the league of Smalcalde did not aCt: in concert with him, they would always be 
carried by their intereft to oppofe the emperor: And the hatred betwen Francis 

~ Sanders, p. 148. t Herbert, p. 3 so, 3 5 I. 
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·:md that monarch was fo inveterate, that he deemed himfelf fure of a fincere ally Chap. V. 

in one or other of thefe potentates. 

lluRING thefe negotiations an incident happened in England, which promifed 1536.. 

a more amicable conclufion of thefe difputes, and feemed even to open c:t way 
for a reconcilement between Henry and Charles. ~een Catherine was feized 
with a lingering illnefs, which at lafi brought her to her grave: She died at 6th January. 

Kimbolton in the county of Huntingdon, in the fiftieth year of her age. A 
_little before fhe expired, fhe wrote a very tender letter to the King ; where fhe ~::~a .. 
gave him the appellation of her mofl dear Lord, King, and Hujband. She told therine~ 
him, that as the hour of her death was now approaching, fhe laid hold of this 
laft opportunity to inculcate on him the importance of his religious duty, and 
the comparative emptinefs of all human grandeur and enjoyment: That rho' his 
fondnefs towards thefe peri!hing advantages had thrown her into many calamities, 
as well as created to himfelf much trouble, !he yet forgave him all pail: in-
juries, and hoped that this pardon would be ratified in heaven: And that fhe had 
no other requeft to make, but to recommend to him his daughter, the foie pledge 
of their loves, and to crave his protection for her maids and fervants. She con-
cluded with thefe words, I make this vow, that mine eyes dfjire you above all 

things *. The King was touched, even to the lhedding of tears, by this Iafi: 
tender proof of Catherine's affection ; but ~1een Anne is faid to have ex_ 
prelied her joy for the death of a rival beyond what decency or humanity could 
permit t. 

THE emperor thought, that as the deceale of his aunt had removed all foun
dation for perfonal animoflty between him and Henry, it might not now be 
impoffible to detach him from the alliance of France, and renew that confederacy 
with England from which he had formerly reaped fo much advantage. He fent 
Henry propofals for a return to ancient amity, upon thefe ~onditions t; that he 
fhould be reconciled to the pope, that he f11ould ailift him in his war with the 
Turk, and that he fhould take party with him againft Francis, who now 
threatened the dutchy of Milan. TI1e King replied, that he was willing to be 
on good terms with the emperor, provided he would acknowledge, that the for
mer breach of friendfhip came entire!y from himfelf: As to the conditions pro
pofed; the proceedings againft the bi!hop of Rome were fo juft, and fo fully 
ratified by the Parliament of England, that they could not now be revoked; 
when Chrifiian princes fhould have fettled poace among themfelves, he would 

*' Herbert, p. 403. t Burnet, vol. i. p. 19z. t Du Bellay, liv. 5· Herbert. 
Burnet, vol. iii. in Coli. N°. 50. 
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not fail to exert that vigour, which became him~ againft the enemies of the faith •. 
and after amity with the emperor was once fulLy reftored,. he would then be in a, 
fituation, as a common friend both to him and Francis, either to mediate an agree
ment between them, or to affift the injured party. 

WHAT rendered Henry more indifferent to the advances made by the 
emperor, was his experience of the ufual duplicity and infincerity of that 
monarch, and the intelligence which he received of the prefent tranfacrions in 
Europe. Francis Sforza, duke of Milan~ was dead without iffue; and the em .. 
peror maintained, that the dutchy, being a fief of the empire was devolved to 
him, as the head of the Germanic body: Not to give umbrage, however, to 
the fl:ates of Italy, he profeffed his intenthn of beftowing that principality on 
fome prince, who fhould be obnoxious to no party, and he even made offer of 
it to the duke of Angouleme, third fon to Francis. 1'he French monarch, who 
preteQded that his own right to Milan was now revived upon Sforza's death, 
was contented to fubftitute his fecond fon, ·rhe duke of Orleans, in his plctce ; 
and the emperor pretended to clofe with this propofal. But his foie intention in 
that liberal conceffion was to gain time, till he fhould put himfelf in a warlike 
pofture, and be able to carry an invafion into Francis's don>inions. The ancient 
enmity between thefe princes broke out anew in bravadoes, and in perfonal in
fults on each other, not becoming perfons of their rank, and ftill lefs fuitable to 
n1en of fuch unqueftioned bravery. Charles foon after invaded Provence in 
perfon, with an army of fifty thoufand men~, but met with no fuccefs. His 
army perit'hed with ficknefs, fatigue, famine, and other difafiers; and he was 
obliged to raife the fiege of Marfeilles, and retire into Italy with the broken re
mains of his forces. An army of imperialiil:s, near 3o,ooo ftrong, which in
vaded France on the fide of the Netherlands, and laid fiege to Peronne, made 
.no greater progrefc;, but retired upon the approach of a French army. And 
IIenry had thus the fatisfaetion to find, both that his ally, Francis, was likely 
to fupport himfelf without foreign affiftance, and that his own tranquillity was 
fully enfured by thefe violent wars and animofities on the continent. 

IF any jnquietude remained with the EngliCh court, it was folely occaooat.d by 
the ftate of affairs in Scodand. J arnes, hearing of the diftre!fed fituation of his 
ally, Francis, very generoufiy levied fome forces ; and embarking them on 
board veffds, which he had hired for that purpofe, landed them fafely in France. 
He even came over in perfon; and making hafl:e to join the French King's 
camp, which then lay in Provence, and to partake of his danger, he n1et that 
prince at Lyons, who, having repulfed the emperor's invafion, was now return
ing to his capital. Recommended by fo. agreeable and feafonable an inftance of 
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friendfhip, the King of Scots made fuit to Magdalen, daughter of the French 
monarch, who had no other fcruple in agreeing to the match, than what was de
rived from the infirm ftate of his daughter's health, which feemed to threaten 
her with an approaching end. But J ames having gained the affections of the
princefs, and obtained her confent, the father would no longer oppofe the united 
defires of his daughter and friend ; and they were accordingly married, and foon. 
after fet fail for Scotland, where the young ~een, as was forefeen, died in a 
little time after her arrival. Francis, however, was afraid, left his ally, l-Ienry, 
whotn he likewife looked on as his friend, and who lived with him on a more 
cordial footing than is ufual among great princes, 1hould be difpleafed that this 
clofe confederacy between France and Scotland was concluded without his par
ttctpation. He therefore difpatched Pommeraye to London, in order to apolo
gize for this meafure; but Henry, with his ufual opennefs and freedom, ex
preffed fuch difpleafure, that he refufecl even to confer with the amba!Iador; and 
Francis was apprehenfive of a rupture with a prince, who regulated his meafures 
more by humour and paffion than by the rules of political prudence. But Henry 
was fo fettered by the oppofition, in which he was engaged againft the pope 
and the emperor, that he purfued no farther this difguft againft Francis; and 
in the end every thing remained in tranquillity both on the fide of France an4 
Scotland. 

THE domeftic peace of England feemed to be expofed to more hazard, by the· 
violent innovations in religion ; and it may be affirmed, that, in this dangerous 
conjuncture, nothing enfured public tranquillity fo much as the decifive authority 
acquired by the King, and his great afcendant over all his fubjects. Not only 
the devotion paid to the crown, was profound during that age: The perfonal re
fpect, infpired by Henry, was confiderable ; and even the terrors, with which 
he over-awed every one, were not attended with any confiderable degree of 
hatred. His franknefs, his fincerity, his magnificence, his generofity, were vir
tues which counterbalanced his violence, cruelty, and impetuofity. And the· 
important rank, which his vigour, mote than addrefs, acquired him in all; 
foreign negotiations, flattered the van1ty of Englifhmen, and made them the 
more willingly endure thofe domeftic hardfuips, to which t~ey were expofed. The 
King, confcious of his advantages, was now proceeding to the moft dangerous 
trial of his authority ; and after paving the way for that meafure by feveral expe
dients, he was at laft determined to fupprefs the monafteries, and to put himfeJ£. 
in poifcffion of their ample revenues. 

THE great encreafe of monafteries, if matters be con!idered merely in a politi:. 
~allight, will appear the radical inconvenience o£ the Catholic religion ; and every· 

other· 

Chap. V. 
J 5 36. 



Clup. V. 
Ij 36. 

II 1 S T 0 R Y oF E N G L A N D. 

other dif1dvantage, attending that communion, feems to have an infeparable con· 
necti0n v, ith thefe religions inH:itutions. Papal ufurpations, the tyranny of the in
.quifition, the multiplication of holidays; all thefe fetters on liberty and induftry, 
were ultimately derived from the authority and inunuation of monks, whofe ha
bitations, being eftabli!hed every where, proved fo many colonies of fuperfl:ition 
~nd of folly. This order of men were extremely enraged againft Henry; and re
.garded the abolition of the papal authority in England, as the removal of the foie 
proceJ ion which they enjoyed againft the rapacity of the crown and of the cour
tiers. They were now fubjeB:ed to the King's vifitation; and the fuppofeJ facred
nefs of their bulls from Rome was rejeCted; the progrcfs of the reformation 
abroad, which had every where been attended with the ab\ lition of the monaftic 
ftarc-, gave them reafon to expeCt like confequences in England ; and tho' the 
I~ing frill maintained the doCtrine of purgatory, to which moft of the convents 
{)Wed their origin and fupport, it was forefeen, that, in the prvarefs of the con
tdt, he would every dJy be led to depart wider from antient inil:itutions, and be 
<lrawn nearer the tenets of the reformers, with whom his political i11terefl:s natu
rally induced him to ally himfelf. Moved by thefe confiderat ions, the friars made 
t1fe of all their influence to enfiame the people againft the King's government; 
~nJ Henry, finding their fafety irreconcilable with his own, was determined to 
r.: ize the prefent opportunity, and utterly deftroy his declared enemies. 

CRoMWEL, fecretary of ftate, had been appointed vicar-general, or vicege
rent, a new office, by w bich the King's fupremacy, or the ab((Jiute, uncontroul
.able power affurr~ed over the church, was delegated to him. F-Je employed Lay
ton, London, Price, G.1ge, Petn:, Be!Lfls, and others, as commiffioners, who 
carried on, every where, a rigorous enquiry wiLh regard to the conduct and de
portment of all the friars. During times of faB.ion, efpecially of the religious 
kind, no equity is to be expected f,om adverfaries; and as it was known, that 
the King's intention in this vifitation was to find a pretence for abolifhing mo
nafteries, we may naturally conclude, that the reports of the commiffioners are 
very little to be relied on. Friars were encouraged to bring in informations 
againfl: their· brethren ; the flighteft evidence was credited; and even the calum
nies fpread abroad by the friends to the reformation, were regarded as grounds of 
proof. Monftrous diforders are therefore faid to have been found in many of 
the religious houfes: Whole convents of women abandoned to Jewdnefs: Signs 
Df abortions procured, of infants murdered, of unnatural lufts between perfons 
of the fame fex. It is indeed probable, that the blind fubmiffion of the people, 
during thofe ages, would render the friars and nuns more unguarded, and more 
.diifolute, than they are in any Roman-catholic country at prefent : But frill, the 
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reproaches, which it is fafeft to credit, are fuch as point at vices, naturally con,. 
netted with the very inftitution of convents, and with the monaftic life. The cruel 
and inveterate faCtions and quarrels therefore which the commiffioners mentioned, 
are very credible, among men, who, being confined together with:Fl the fame 
walls, never can forget their mutual animofities, and who, being cut off from 
all the moft endearing conner'lions of nature, are commonly curfed with hearts 
more felfifh, and tempers more unrelenting, than fall to the fhare of other men .. 
The pious frauds, practifed to mcreafe the devotion and liberality of the people, 
n1ay be regarded as certain, in an order founded en illufions, lies, and fuperfiition. 
The fuoine idlenefs, alfo, and . its attendant, profound ignorance, with which 
the convents were reproached, admit of no q_ueftion ; and tho'· monks were the 
true prefervers, as well as inventors, of the dreaming, and captious philofophy o£ 
the fchools, no manly or elegant knowledge could be expected among men,, 
whofe life, condemned to· a tedious uniformity, and deprived of all emulation, 
afforded nothing to raife the mind, or cultivate the genius. 

SoME few monafteries, terrified with this rigorous inquiution carried on by 
Cromwel and his commiffioners, furrendered their revenues into the King's hands; 
and the monks received fmall penfions as the reward of their obfequioufnefs. 
Orders were given to difmifs fuch nuns and friars as were below four and twenty, . 
and whofe vows were, on that account. fuppofed not to be binding. The doors . 
of the con vents were opened, even to fuch as were above that age ; and all thofe 
recover d their liberty who defired it. But as all thefe expedients- did not fully 
anfwer the King's purpofe, he ha~ recourfe to his ufual inflrument of power, 
the P arliament; and in order to prepare men for the innovations projected, the 
rep rt of the vifitors was publifhed, and a general horror. was endeavoured to be 
excited in the nation again!l: infiitutions which, to their anceftors, had been d~e_· 
objeCls of the moft profound veneration. 

Chap •. V.; 
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THE King, tho' determined to abolilh. utterly the monaflic orders, refolved ' to ~ b 

d ll · } · k d h d' .n.· .fh Fe rmtrVo pro~eecl gra ua y tn t 11s great wor ; an .e gave IreL.Lions to the· Par- · 
liament to go no further at prefent, than to fupprefs the lef.'er monafteries, A Pcirliament. 

who poffeifed revenues below two hundred pounds a year val1.:1e *. 11htfe were 
found to be the moft corrupted, as lying lefs under the reftraint·of·flume, and 
being expofed to lefs fcrutiny t; and it was deemed fafeft ·to begin with th (: tn, . 
and thereby prepare the way for the greater innovations projected. By this act t: 

r r. 11. • .c. ffi d d h . Supprc·ffion-or three hundred and 1eventy-11X monanenes were wppre- 1e ., an t e1r· revenue~, the letTer mo-

amounti ng to thirty-two thou"fimd pounds a year, were granted to the King _; be- naiLries. 

fides their goods, chattels, and plate, computed at a hundred thoufand p.ounds 
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more :J:. It c':Jes not appear that any oppofition was made to this important 
law: So abfolute was Henry's authority! A court, called the court of augmenta
tion of the King' revenue, was appointed for the management of rhefe funds. 
The people na(urally concluded, from the ereCtion of this court, that Henry in· 

tended to proceed in defpoiling the church of her patrimony 11· 

)HE aCt formerly palfed, empowering the King to name thirty-two commiffi
oners for framing a body of canon law, was renewed; but the project was never 
carried into execution. Henry thought, that the prefent confufion of that law 
.encreafed his authority, and kept the clergy in frill greater dependance. 

FARTHER progrefs ·was made in corn pleating the union of Wales with England: 
the feparate jurifdictions of feveral great lords or marchers, as they were called, 
which obftruB:ed the courfe of juftice in Wales, and encouraged robbery and pil
laging, were aboliil1ed ; and the a t 1ority of the King's courts was extended every 
where. Some jurifdiCtions of a like nature in England were alfo abolilhed § this 

feffion. 
THE commons, fenfible that they had gained nothing by opp0ling the King's 

will, when he formerly endeavoured to fecure the profits of wardfhips and li
veries, were now contented to frame a law*, fuch as he dictated to them. It 
was enacted, that the poifeffion of land fhall be adjudged to be in thofe who have 
the ufe of it, not· in thofe to whom it is transferred in truft. 

AFTER all thefe laws were paifed, the King diffolved the Parliament; a Par
liament memorable, not only for the great and important innovations which it 
introduced, but alfo for the long time it had fat, and the frequent proroga
tions which it had undergone. Henry had found it fo obfequious to his will, 
that he did not chufe, during thefe religious ferments, to hazard a new eleCl:ion ; 
and he continued the fame Parliament above fix years: A practice, at that time, 

unufual in England. 
THE convocation, which fat during this feffion, were engaged in a very impor

tant work, the deliberating on the new tranflation which was projected of the fcrip
ttlres. 1"indal had formerly given a tranflation, and it had been greedily read by 
the people ; but as the clergy complained of it, as very inaccurate and unfaithful, 
it was now propofed to then1 that they fhould themfel ves publifh a tranflation, 
which would not be liable to thofe objeClions. The friends of the reformation 
afferted, that nothing could be more abfurd than to conceal, in an unknown 

t It is pretended, fee Hollingfhed, p. 939 .. that ten thoufand monks were turned out on the diffolu
tion of the leifer monafteries. If fo, moft of them muft have been Mendicants : For the revenue could 
not have fupported near that number. The Mendicants, no doubt, ftill continued their former profeffion. 

n Z7 Hen. VIII. c. Z7· § Z7 Hen. VIII. c. 4-· • Z7 Hen. Vlll. c. 10. 
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tongue, the word itfelf of God, and thus to counteract the will of heaven, which, 
for the purpofe of univerfal falvation, had publi!hed that faiutary dotl rine to all 
nations: That if this praCl:ice was not very abfurd, the ~artifice at 1eaft was very 
barefaced, and proved a confcioufnefs, that the gloifes and traditions of the cler.. ' 
gy ftood in direcr oppofition to the original text, dictated by Supreme Intelli
gence: That it was now neceifary for the people, fo long abufed by interefted 
pretenfions, to fee with their own eyes, and to examine whether the claims of 
the ecclefiaftics were founded on that charter, which was on all hands acknow .. 

. ledged t<> be derived from Heaven: And that as a fpirit of refearch and curiofity 
was happily revived, and men were now obliged to make a choice among the 
pretenfions of different fetl:s, the proper materials for decifion, and above all, the 
holy fcriptures, lhould be fet before them, and the revealed wili of God, which 
the change of language had fomewhat obfcured, be again, by their means, re
vealed to mankind. 

THE favourers of the ancient religion maintained, on the other hand, that the 
pretence of making the people fee with their own eyes, was a mere cheat, and 
was itfelf a very barefaced artifice, by which the new preachers hoped to obtain 
tbe guidance of them, and feduce them from thofe paftors, whom the Jaws, 
whom antient eftablil11ments, whom heaven itfelf had appointed for their fpiri
tual direction: That the people · were, by their ignorance, their ftupidity, their 

' .neceifary avocations, totally unqualified to choofe their own principles, and it 
was a mockery to fet materials before them, of which they could not poffibly 
make any proper ufe: That even in the affairs of common life, and in their 
tempor.al concerns, which lay more within the compafs of human reafon, the 
laws had? ·in a great meafure, deprived them of the right of private judgment, 
and had, happilv, for t 1eir own and the public intereft, regulated their conduct 
and behaviour: That theologicaJ quefrions were placed much beyond the fphere 
of vulgar comprehenfion; and ecclefiaftics themfelves, tho7 affifted by all the 
advantages of education, erudition, and an affiduous ftudy of the fcience, -could 
not be fully aifured of a juft decifion; except by the ptomife made t.hem in fcrip
ture, that God would be ever prefent with his church, and that the gates of hell 
.fhou ld not prevail againft her: That the grofs errors adopted by the wifeft 
heathens, proved how unfit men Wde to grope their own w'!Y, thro' this pro
found darknefs; nor would the fcriptures, if trufted to every man's judgment, 
be able to remedy; on the contrary, they would much augment, thefe fatal i1Ju. 
lions: That facred writ itfelf wag involved in fo much obfcurity, was expofed to 
fo many difficulties, contained fo many appearing contradiCtions, rhat it was the 
moft dangerous weapon which could be intrufted into the hands of the ignorant 
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and giddy multitude: That the poetical fpirit, in which a great part of it was 
c mpofed, at the fame time that it occafioned uncertainty in the fenfe, by its mul

tiplied tropes and figures, was fufficient to kindle the zeal of fanaticifm, and there

by throw civil fociety into the moft furious combuftion: That a thoufand feets 

muft arife, ~hich would pretend, each of them, to derive its tenets from the 

fcripture; and would be able, by fpecious arguments, or even without fpecious 

·arguments, to feduce filJy women, and ignorant mechanics, into a belief of the 

n1oft monftrous principles: And that if ever this diforder, dangerous to the 
magiftrate. himfelf, received a remedy, it muft be from the tacit acquiefence of 
the people in fome new authority; and it was evidently better, without farther 

conreft or enquiry, to adhere peaceably to antienr, and therefore the more fecure 

eftabliiliments. 
THESE later arguments being more agreeable to ecc.lefiaflical government, 

would probably have prevailed in the convocation, had it not been for the autho

rity of Cranmer, Latimer, and fome other bifhops, who were fuppofed to fpeak 

'the King's fenfe of the matter. A vote was paffed for publifhing a new tranila

tion of the fcriptures; and in three years time this great work was fini!hed, and 

printed at Paris. This was deemed a great point gained by the reformers; and 

;a confiderable advancement of their caufe. Farther progrefs was foon expected, 

.after fuch important fucceifes. 
BuT while the retainers to the new religion were triumphing in their profpe

rity, they met with a mortification, which feemed to blaft all their hopes : Their 

patrcmefs, Anne Boleyn, loft the King's favour, and foon after her life, from the 

rage of that furious monarch. Henr:y had perfevered ·conftantly in his love to 

this lady, during fix years that his profecution of the· divorce lafted; and the 
more obftacl s he met with to the gratification of his paffion, the more deter

mined zeal did he exert in pUI·fuing his purpofe. But the affeCtion which had 

fubfifted fo long under difficuhies, had no fooner attained fecure poffeffion of its 
object. than it langui!hed from fatiety; and the King's heart was apparently ali

~enated from his confort. Anne's enemies foon perceived this fatal change; and 

they were very forward to widen the breach, when they found that they incurred 

no danger by interpofing in thofe delicate concerns. She had brought forth a 
>dead fon; and Henry's extreme fondnefs for male iffue being thus, for the pre

~fent, difappointed, his temper, equally violent and fuperftitious, was clif
.pofed to make the innocent mother anfwerable for this misfortune*. But the 
'chief means which Anne's enen1ies emplqyed to ·enflame the King a.gainfl: her~ 

as his.jealoufy. 
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ANNE, tho' fhe appears to have been entirely innocent, and even virtuous, in 
her conduct, had a certain gaiety, if not levity, of character, which ~hrew her 
off her guard, and made her lefs circumfpeCl: than her fituation required. Her 
education in France rendered her the more prone to thefe freedoms ; and it was with 
difficulty fhe conformed herfelf to that fl:riCl: ceremonial which was praCl:ifed in 
the court of England. More vain than haughty, fhe was pleafed to fee the in
fluence of her beauty on all around her, and fhe indulged herfelf in an eafy fa
miliarity with perfons, who were formerly her equals, and who might then have 
pretended to her friendfhip and good graces. Henry's dignity was offended with 
thefe popular manners; and tho' the lover had been entirely blind, the hufband 
poffeffed but too quick difcernment and penetration. Wicked infiruments interpo
fed, and put a malignant interpretation on the harmlefs liberties of the queen: The 
vifcountefs of Rocheford, in particular, who was married to the ~1een's brother,. 
but who lived on bad terms with her fifter in law, infinuated the moft cruel fuf
picions into the King's mind; and as fhe was a woman of a very profligate cha
racter, fhe paid no regard either to truth or humanity in thofe calumnies which 
fhe fuggefted. She pretended, that her own hufband was engaged in a criminal 
correfpondence with his fifter; and not contented with this imputation, fhe poi
foned every action of the Q.ueen, and reprefented each inftance of favour which 
fhe conferred on any one, as a token of affeCtion. Henry Norris, groom of the 
fiole, W efton, and Brereton, gentlemen of the King's chamber, together with 
Mark Smeton, groom of the chamber, were obferved to poffefs much of the ~een's 

, friendfhip; and they ferved her with a zeal and attachment which, tho' chiefly 
derived from gratitude, might not improbably be feafoned with fome mixture of 
tendernefs for fo amiable a princefs. The King's jealoufy laid hold of the flight
eft circumftance; and finding no particular objeCt: on which it could faften, it 
vented itfelf equally on every one who came within the verge of its fury. 

HAD Henry's jealoufy been derived from love, tho' it might on a fudden have 
proceeded to the moft violent extremities, it would have been fubject t.o many re
morfes and contrarieties; and might at la~ have ferved only to augment that af
feCl:ion, on which it was founded . . But it was a more ftern jealoufy, foflered en
tirely by pride: His love was wholly transferred to another object. J ane Sey
mour, daughter of Sir John Seymour, and maid of honour to the Queen, a 
young lady of fingular beauty and merit, had obtained an entire afcendant over 
him; and he was determined to facrifice every thing to the gratification of this 
new appetite. Unlike to moft monarchs, who judge lightly of the crime of gal
lantry, and who deem the young damfels of their court rather honoured than dif
graced by their paffion, he fe1dom thought of any other attachment than that of mar-

. D d 2 riage; 
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riage; and in order to attain this end, he underwent more difficulties and corn-
Chap. V. ..... 

15 36. mitted greater crimes than thofe which he fought to avoid by forming that legaf 

dl of May. 

connexion. .And having thus entertained the defign of raifing his new miftrefs 
to his bed and throne, he more willingly hearkened to every fuggeftion, which 

threw any imputation of guilt on the unfortunate Anne Boleyn. 

THE King's jealoufy firft appeared openly in a tilting at Greenwich, where 

~he ~een happened to drop her handkerchief; an incide~.t probably ca-

fua1, but interpreted by him as an inftance of gallantry to fame of her para
mours *. He immediately retired fr01n the place; fent orders to confine her to 

her eh amber; arrefted N orris, Brereton, \V efton, and Smeton, together with 

her brother, Rocheford; and threw them into prifon. The ~1een, aftonifhed 
at thefe inftances of his fury, thought that he meant only to try her; but find in()' t:> 

,him in earneft, !he refleCted on his obftinate unrelenting fpirit, and lhe prepared 
herfelf for that melancholy doom which was awaiting her. Next day, 1he was fent 
to the Tower; and on her way thither, fhe was informed of her fuppofed offences, 
of which {he had been hitherto ignorant: She made earneft proteftations of her 
innocence; and when fhe entered the prifon, fue fell on her knees, and prayed. 
God fo to help her, as fhe was not guilty of the crime imputed to her. Her 
furprize and confufion threw her into hifterical diforders; and in that fituation, fhe 
thought that the befl: proof of innocence was to make an entire confeffion, and fhe 

difcovered fome indifcretions and levities, which her fimplicity had equally be
trayed her to commit and to avow. She owned, that ihe had once rallied Norris 
on his delaying his marriage, and had told him, that he probably expected her, 
when .the fhould be a widow: She had reproved Wefton, 1he faid, for·his af
feClion to a kinfwoman of hers, and his indifference towards his wife: But he 

told her, that fhe had miftaken the objeCl: of his affeCtion, for it was herfelf: 
Upon which, fhe defied him t. She affirmed, that Smeton had never been in . 
her chamber but twice when he played on the harpficord: But fl1e acknowledged, 

that he had once had the boldnefs to tell her, that a look fufficed him. The 

KinO', inftead of being fatisfied with the candour and fincerity of her confeffion 
0 ' , 

regarded thefe indifcretions only as preludes to greater and tnore criminal intimacies. 

OF all thofe multitudes, whom the beneficence of the ~een's temper had 
obliged, during her profperous fortune, no one durft interpofe between her and 
the King's fury; and the perfon, whofe advancement every breath had favoured , 

,. and every countenance had fmiled upon, was now left neglected and abandoned. 
Even her uncle the duke of Norfolk, preferring the connexions of party to the 

.ties of blood, was become her m oft dangerous enemy; and all the retainers to the 

"!" Burnet1 voi. I, p. 198. t Strype, vol. 1. p. ~81. 
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<!atholic r~ligion hoped, that her death would terminate the King's quarrel with ·chap. v. 
Rome, and leave him again to his natural and early bent, which had inclined 1536. 
him to fupport the moft intimate connexions with the apoltolic fee. Craomer 
alone, of all th~ ~een's adherents, ftdl retained his fnendlhip for her; and, as 
far as the King's impetuofity permitted him, he endeavoured to moderate the 
violent prejudices, entertained againft her. 

THE ~een herfelf wrote Henry a letter from the Tower, ful1 of the mofl: tender 
expoftulations, and of the warmeft proteftations of innocence. It contains fo 
1nuch nature and even elegance, as to deferve to be tranfmitted to pofterity, 
without any alteration of the expreffion. It is as follows. ' 

" SrR, your grace's d1fpleafure, and my imprifonment are things fo ftrange 
" unto me, as what to write, or what to excufe, I am altogether ignorant. 
" Whereas you fend unto me (willing me to confefs a truth, and fo obtain your 
" favour) by fuch an one, whom you ~now to be mine antient profeifed enemy, 
" I no fooner received this meifage by him, than I rightly conceived your mean
,, ing; and if, as you fay, confeffing a truth indeed may procure my fafety, I 
" lhall with all willingnefs and duty perform your command. 

'' But let not your gr4ce ever imagine, that your poor wife will ever be 
" b~ought to acknowledge a fault, where not fo much as a thought thereof pre
" ceded. And to fpeak a truth, never prince had wife more loyal in aJl duty, 
" and in all true affection, than you have ever found in Anne Boleyn : With 
'' which name and place I could willingly have contented myfelf, if God and 
''· your grace's pleafure had been fo pleafed. Netther did I at any time fo far 
" forget myfelf in my exaltation or received queenfhip, but that I always looked 
" for fuch an alteration as I now find; for the ground of my preferment being 
" on no furer foundation than your grace's fancy, the leaft alteration I knew was 
" fit and fufficient to draw that fancy to fome other object. You have chofen 
'' me from a low eftate to be your Ql1een and companion, ·far beyond my defert 
" or defire. If then you found me worthy of fuch honour, good your grace 
" let not any light fancy, or bad counfel of mine enemies, withdrJw your 
" princely favour from me; neither let that itain, that unworthy itain, 'of a 
" difloyal heart towards your good grace, ever cail: fo foul a blot on your moft 
" dutiful wife, and the infant-princefs your daughter. Try me, good King, 
" but let me have a lawful trial, and let not my fworn enemies fit as my accufers 
" and judges ; yea let me receive an open trial, for my truth !hall fear no open 
" fhame; then ihall you fee either mine innocence cleared, yotJr fufr icion and 

" confCience 
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" confcience fatisfied, the ignominy and Gander of the world ftopped, or my 
" guilt openly declared. So that whatfoever God or you may determine of me, 
" your grace may be freed from an open cenfure, and mine offence being fo law
" fully proved, your grace is at liberty, both before God and man, not only to 

" execute worthy punifhment on me as an unlawful wife, but to follow your 
" affeB:ion, already fettled on that party, for whofe fake I am now as I am, whofe 

" name I could fome good while fince have pointed unto, your grace not being 

,, ignorant of my fufpicion therein. 
" BuT if you have already determined of me, and that not only my death, 

" but an infamous Gander muft bring you the enjoying of your defired happinefs; 
" then I defire of God, that he will pardon your great fin therein, and like

" wife mine enemies, the inftruments thereof, and that he will not call you to 
" a ftriCl: account for your unprincely and cruel \.lfage of me, at his general 

" judgment-feat, where both you and myfelf muft fhortly appear, and in whofe 
" judgment I doubt not (whatfoever the world may think of me) mine innocence 

" £hall be openly known, and fufficiently cleared. 

" MY laft and only requeft fhall be, that myfelf may only bear the burden 
" of your grace's difpleafure, and that it may not touch the innocent fouls of 

" thofe poor gentlemen, who (as I underftand) are likewife in ftrait imprifon
" ment for my fake. If ever I have found favour in your fight, if ever the 

" name of Anne Boleyn hath been pleafing in your ears, then let me obtain this 
u requeft, and I will fo leave to trouble your grace any further, with mine earn
" eft prayers to the Trinity to have your grace in his good keeping, and to di

~' rea: you in all your aB:ions. From my doleful prifon in the Tower, this fixth 

" of May; 
" Your mofl: loyal 

" and ever faithful wife, 
ANNE BOLEYN. 

THIS letter had no influence on the unrelenting mind of Henry, who was de

termined to pave the way for his 'new marriage by the death of Anne Boleyn. 
Norris, Wefton, Brereton, and Smeton, were tried ; but no legal evidence was 

Her trial. produced againfl: them. The chief proof of their guilt confifted in a hear-fay 
report from one lady Wingfield, who was dead. Smeton was prevailed on, by 
the vain hope of life, to confefs a criminal correfpondence with the ~een *; but 
even her enemies expected little advant(lge from this confeffion: For they never 

dared to confront him with her; and he was immediately executed; as were 

• .Burnet, vol. J. F• 20Z. 

alfo 
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alfo Brereton and Wefton. Norris had been much in the King's favour; and an 
offer was made him of life, if he would confefs his crime, and accufe the ~een; 
But he generoufiy rejected that propofal; and faid, that in his confcience he be
lieved her entirely guilrlefs-: But, for his part, he could accufe her of nothing, 
and he would die a thoufand deaths rather than calumniate an innocent perfon. 

THE ~1een and her brother were tried by a jury of peers, confifling of the duke 
cof Suf olk, the Marquis of Exeter, the earl of Arundel, and twenty-three more: 
Their uncle, the duke of Norfolk, prefided as lord high fteward. Upch what 
proof or pretence the crime of incefr was imputed to them is unknown: The 
chief evidc:nce, it is faid, amounted to no .more than that R.ocheford had been 
feen to lean on .her bed before fom~ company. Part of the charge againfl: her 
was, that fhe had affirmed to her minions, tha.t the King never had her heart; 
and had faid to each of them aparr, that !he loved him better than any perfon 
whatfoever: Which w as to the jlander of the ijfue begot between the King and her: By 
this ftrained interpretation, her guilt was brought under the fi:atute of the 25th of 
this reign; in which it was declared criminal to throw any fiander upon the King, 
·OEeen, or their dft.1e. Such palpable abfurdities were, at that time, admitted~ 
and they were re-garded by the peers of England as a fufficient reafon for facri
ficing an innocent ~1een to the cruelty of their tyrant. Tho' unaffifted by coun
.fel, fhe defended ht'ffelf with great ju igment and prefence of mind; and the 
.fpetl:ators could not forbear pronouncing her entirely innocent. Judgment, how
ever, was given by the court, both againil: the ~een and lord Rocheford; and 
her verdict contained, that fhe fhould be burned or beheaded at the King's plea
fure. When this dreadful fentence was pronounced, fhe was not terrified, but 
lifting up her hands to heaven, faid, " 0! Father, 0 ! Creator, thou who 
'' art the way, the truth, and the life, thou knoweft that I have not deferved 

'" this death.'' And then turning to the judges, made the mofl: pathetic decla .. 
. rations of her innocence. 

HENRY, not fatisfied with this cruel vengeance, was refd) ved entire I y to annul 
his mart iag~ with Anne Boleyn, and to declare her iffi1e illegitimate: He recalled to 
his memory, that, a little after her appearance m the Englifh court, fome attach
ment had been ackn wledged between her and the earl of Northumberland, the 
lord Piercy ; and he now queftioned the nobleman with regard to thefe engage
ments Northumberland took an oath before the two archbifhops., that no Gon

tratl: nor promife of marriage had ever paired between them : He received :the 
facrament upon it, before the Duke of Norfolk and others of the privy council;; 

•and -.this folemn act he accompanir;d with the moft .folemn ,protdl:ations ·of hi" ve-
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racity *. The ~een, however, was ihaken by menaces of executing the (en
tence againft her in its greateft rigour, and was prevailed on to confefs in court, 
fome lawful impediment to her marriage with the King t. The affiicred primate, 
who fat as judge, thought himfelf obliged by this confeffion, to pronounce the 
marriage null and invalid. Henry, in the tranfports of his fury, did not perceive 
that his proceedings were totally inconfiftent, and that if her marriage was, fron1 
the beginning, invalid, fhe could not poffibly be guilty of adultery. 

THE ~een now prepared for fuffering that death to which !he was fen_ 
tenced. · She fent her laft meffage to the King, and acknowledged the obligations 
.which ihe owed him, in continuing thus uniformly his endeavours for her ad
vancement : From a private Gentlewoman, ihe faid, he had firft made her a 
n1archionefs, then a queen, and now, fince he c_ould raife her no higher in this 
world, he was fending her to be a faint in heaven: She then renewed the pro
tefl:ations of her innocence, and recommended her. daughter to his care. Before 
the lieutenant of the Tower, and all who approached her, fhe made the ]ike de
clarations ; and continued to behave herfelf with her ufual ferenity, and even 
with chearfulnefs. " The executioner,'' £he faid to the lieutenant, '~ is, I hear, 
" very expert; and my neck is very Gender :'.' Upon which fue grafped it in her 
'' hand, and laughed heartily. When brought, however, to the fcaffold, fhe 
foft. ned her tone a little with regard to her proteftations of innocence. She pro
bably reflected, that the obftL1acy of ~een Catherine, and her refiftance to the 
King's will, had much alienate 1 him from the lady Mary; and her maternal con
cern, therefore, for Elizabeth, prevailed in thefe laft n1oments over that indigna
tion, which the unjuft fentence, by whtlh {he fuffered, naturally excited in her. 
She faid, that fhe was come to die, as fhe was ft:ntenced, by the law: · She would 
accufe none, nor f::ty any thing of the ground upon v.. hich fhe was judged. She 
prayed heartily for the Kmg; a d called him a moft merciful and gentle prince, 
and acknowledged., that he li.ad always been to her a good and graciou5 fovereign ; 
and if any one fhould think proper to canvafs her caufe, !he defired h1m ·to j .clge 

' the beft :j:. She was "'eheaded by the executioner of Calais, who was b .·ouoht 
over as more expert than any in England. Her body was negligently hrown 
into a common cheft of elm-tree, n1ade to hold arrows ; and was buried ~n the 

. r 
Tower. 

THE innocence of this unfortunate Queen cannot reafonably be called in quef-
tion. Henry himfelf, in the violence of his rage, knew not whom to accufe as 
her lover ; and tho' he imputed guilt to her brother, and four perfons more, he 

! Herbert, page 384. t Helyn, p. 94• :J: Burnet, vol. i. p. zos. 
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as able to bring proof againft none of them. The whole tenour of her con- Chap. V. 
duct forbids us to afcribe to her an abandoned charaCter, fuch as is implied · 1536. 

in the King's accufation ; and h~ d ihe been fo 1ofi: to all prudence and fenfe of 
fha1ne, fhe muft have expofed herfelf to detection, and afforded her enemies 
the cleareft evidence againft her. But the King made the moft effeCtual apology 
for her, by marrying Jane Seymour the very day after her execution 11· 1--lis im-
patience to gratify this new paffion, caufed him to forget all regard to decency ; 
and his cruel heart was not foftened a moment by the bloody cataflrophe of a 
perfon, who had fo long been the object of his tnoft tender affeC):ions. 

THE lady Mary thought the death of her ftep-mother a proper opportunity for 
reconciling herfelf with the King, who, befides other caufes .of difguft, had been 
offended with her., on account of the part which !he had taken in her mother's 
quarrel. Her advances were not at firft received ; and Henry exacted from her 
fome further proofs of fubmiffion and obedience : He required this young prin
cefs, then about twenty years of age, to adopt his theological tenets ; to acknow
ledge his fupremacy ; to renounce the pope; and to own her mother's marriage 
to be inceftuous and unlawful. 1~hefe points were of hard digdl:ion with the 
princefs; but after fome -delays, and even refufals, fhe was at laft prevailed with 
to write a letter to her father*, containing her affent to the articles required of 
her: Upon which fhe was received into favour. But notwithftanding the return 
of the King.,s affeCl:ion to the iifue of his firH: marriage, he divefted not himfelf 
of kindnefs towards the lady Elizabeth; and the new ~een, who was bleft with 
a fingular fweetnefs of difpofition, difcovered ftrong proofs of attachment to that 
young princefs. 

THE trial and conviction or QEeen Anne, and the fubfequent events, tnade it h J , 
· 1· d h h · h' fi h St une-neceifary for the Kmg to fummon a new Par tament; an e ere, m IS peec , 

n1ade a merit to his people, that, notwithftanding his misfortunes in his two former A Parliament. 

marriages, he had been induced, for their good, to venture on a third. The 
fpeaker received this profeffion with fuitable gratitude ; and he took thence oc-
cafion to praife the King for his wonderful gifts of grace and nature : He com-
pared him, for j uftice and prudence to Solomon ; for ftrength and fortitude to 
Samfon ; and for beauty and comelinefs to Abfalom. The King very humbly 
replied, by the mouth of his chancellor, that he difavowed thefe praifes; fince, 
it he was really poifeffed of fuch virtues, they were the gifts of Almighty God 
only. Henry found that the Parliament were equally fubmiffive in deeds as com-
plaifant in their expreffions ; and that they wou Id go the fame lengths as the 
former in gratifying even his 1noft lawlefs paffions. His divorce from Anne Bo .. 

11 Burn et, vol. i. p. 207. • Ibid. Strype, vol. i. p. 285. 
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Ieyn was ratified; that QEeen, and all her accomplices, were attainted; the iffn~· 
of both the two former marriages were declared illegitimate, and it \Vas even. 
made treafon to affert the legitimacy of either of them ; to throw any ilander upon 
i:he prefent King, Qyeen, or their iifue, was fubjected to the fame penalty; the crown·· 
was fettled on the King's iffue by J a ne Seymour, or any fubfequent wife ; and iq. 
cafe he fhould die without children, he was empowered by his will, or letters pa
tent, to difpofe of the crown: An enormous concefiion t, efpecially when en· 
trufted to a prince fo violent and capricious in his humour. Whoever being re
quired, refufed to anfwer upon oath to any article of this aB: of fettlement, was 
declared to be guilty of treafon ; and by this claufe a fpecies of political inquifi
tion was efiablifhed in the kingdom, as well as the accufations of treafon multi
plied to an unreafonable degree. The King was alfo empowered to confer on any 
one, by his will, or letters patent, any caftles, honours, lib~rties, or frjnchifes; 
words which might have been extended to the difmembring the kingdom, by the 
erection of principalities and independant jurifdiB:ions. It was alfo, by another 
aCt:, made treafon to marry, without the King's confent, any princefs related in 
the firft degree to the crown. This aB: was occafioned by the difcovery of a de
fign, formed by Thomas Howard, brother to the duke of Norfolk, to efpoufe 
the lady Margaret Douglas, niece to the King by his fifter the ~een of Scots. 
and the earl of Angus. Ho ward, as well as the young lady, was committed to 
the Tower. She recovered her liberty foon after ; but he died in confinement. 
An act of attainder paff'ed againft him this fefiion of parliament. 

A NEW acceffion was likewife gained to the authority of the crown : The King 
or any of his fucceffors was empowered to repeal or annul, by letters patent, 
whatever acrs of parliament had been paffed before he was four and twenty years 
of age. \Vhoever maintained the authority of the bi!hop of Rome, by word or 
writ, or endeavoured in any manner to reftore it in England, was fubjetted to the 
penalty of a premunire ; that is, his goods were forfeited, and he was put out 
of the proteCtion of the laws. .And any perfon who poffdfed any office, eccle
fiailical or civil, or received any grant or charter from the crown; and yet re
fuftd to renounce the pope by oath, was declared to be guilty of treafon. The re
nounciation prefcribed runs in the fiyle of So help me God, all faints, and the holy 

evcmge!ifls :j:. The pope, hearing of Anne Boleyn's difgrace and death, hoped 
that the door was open to a reconciliation, and had been making fome ad-

t The King is thought to have had a defign of leaving the crown, in cafe of the failure of his law
ful male ifii.1e, to his favou1ite fon, the duke of Richmond. But the death of that promifing noble 

n1an, which happened foon after, difappointed all projeCls in his favou.r. Heylin, p. 6. 

j: z8 Hen. VIII. c. 10. 
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vances to Henry : But this was the r~ception he met with. I-Ienry was now Chap. v. 
become abfolutely indifrerent with regard to papal cenfures; and finding a 1536. 
great increafe of authority, as well as revenue, to accrue from his quarrel with 
Rome, he was determined to perfevere in his prefent meafures. This Parliament 
alfo, even more than any foregoing, convinced him how mucl he commanded . 
the refpect of his fubjeB:s, and what confidence he might repofe in them. Tho' 
the elections had been n1ade of a fudden, without any preparation or in-
trigue, the members difcovered an unlimited attachment to his perfon and go
vernment :1:· 

THE extreme complaifance of the convocation, which fat at the fame time A convoca. 

with the Parliament, encouraged him in his refolution of breaking entirely with tion. 

the court of Rome. There was a divifion of fentiments in the minds of this ' 
affembly ; and as the zeal of the reformers had been augmented by fome late 
fucceffes, the refentment of the catholics was no lefs excited by their fears and 
loffes : But the authority of the King kept every one fubmiffive and filent ; 
and the new affumed prerogative, the fupremacy, whofe limits no one was fu1ly 
.acquainted with, reftrained even the moft furious movements of theological ran· 
cour. Cromwel fat as vicar-general; and tho' the catholic party expected, that, 
'()n the fall of Queen Anne, his authority would receive a great check, they were 
furprized to find him ftiU maintain equal credit as before. With the vicar-general 
concurred Cranmer the primate, ~atimer bilhop of Worcefter, Shaxton of Sa-
lifbury, Hilfey of Rochefter, Fox of Heteford,~;_-~of St. David's. The 
oppofite party were led by Lee archbiihop of York, Stokefiey bilhop of Lon·· 
don, Tonftal of Durham, Gardiner of Winchefter, Longland of Lincoln, Sher-
borne of Chichefter, Nix of Norwich, and Kite of Carlifie. The former party, 
by their oppofition to the pope, feconded the King's ambition and love of power : 
The latter party, by maintaining the ancient theological tenets, were more con· 
formable to his fpeculative principles~ And both of them had alternately the ad .. 
vantage of gaining on his humour, by which he was rpore governed than by ei-
ther of thefe 1notives. · 

TH.E church in general was averfe to the reformation; and the lower houfe of 
convocation fratned a lift of opinions, in the whole fixty-feven, which they pro
nounced erroneous, and which was a colletl:ion of principles, fome hcld by the 
ancient Lollards, others by the modern proteftants, or Gofpellers, as they were 
fometimes called. This catalogue they fent to the upper-houfe to be cenfured ; 
but in the preamble of their reprefentation, they difcovered the fervile fpirit by . 
which they were governed. They faid, " that they intended not to do or fpeak 

l Burn et, vol. i. p. 2 u. 
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" any thing which might be unpleafanr to the King, whom they acknowledge 
" their fupretne head, and whofe commands th€y were refolved to obey; re
" nouncing the pope's ufurped authority, with all his laws and inventions, now 
" extinguilhed and aboliihed ; and addicting themfelves to Almighty God and· 
" his laws, and unto the King and the laws made within this kingdom *.'' 

THE convocation came at lafr, after fome debate, to decide articles of reli
gion ; and their tenets were of as compounded a nature as the affembly itfelf, or 
rather as the King's fyfl:em of theokgy, by which they were refolved entirely to 
fquare their prir.1ciples. They determined the ftandard of faith to confift in the 
fcriptures and the three creeds, the Apoftolic, the Nicene, and the Athanafian; 
and this article was a fignal viB:ory to the reformers: Auricular confeffion and pen
nance were admitted, a doCtrine agreeable to the catholics : No mention was made 
of marriage, extreme unClion, confirmation, or holy orders, as facraments; and 
in this omiffion the influence of the proteftants appeared. The real prefence was 
afferted, conformable to the ancient doCtrine : The terms of acceptance were efta
blifhed to be the merits of Chrift, and the mercy and good pleafure of God, 
fuitable to the new principles. 

So far the two fects feem to have made a fair partition, by fharing alternatdy 
the feveral claufes. In framing the fubfequent articles, each of them feems to 
have thrown in their ingredient. The catholics prevailed in aiferting, that the 
ufe of images was warranted by fcripture; the protefl:ants, in warning the peo
ple againfl: idolatry, and the abufe of thefe fenfible reprefentations. The ancient 
faith was adopted in maintaining the expediency of praying to faints ; the late in
novations in rejecting the peculiar patronage of faints to any trade, profeffion, 
or courfe of aClion. The former rites of worlhip, the ufe of holy water, the 
ceremonies praetifed on Afh-wednefday, Palm-funday, and Good-friday, &c. 
were Hill maintained ; but the new rennements were alfo adopted, which made 
light of there inftitutions, by the convocation's denying that they had any imme
diate power of remitting fin, and by its afferting that their foie merit confifted 
in promoting pious and devout· difpofltions in the mind. 

BuT the article with regard to purgatory, contains the mofr curious jargon, 
ambiguity, and hefitation, arifing from the mixture of oppofite tenets. It was 
to this purpofe : " Since according to due order of charity, and the book of 
" Maccabees, and divers ancient authors, it is a very good and charitable deed 
" to pray for fouls departed ;· and fince fuch a praCtice has been maintained in 
~' the church from the beginning ; all bifhops and teachers fhould inftruet the 
" people not to be grieved for the continuance of the fame. But fince the place· 

~ Collier, vo: •. ii. p. 119. 
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" where departed fouls are retained, before they reach Paradife, as well as the na
'' ture of their pains, is left uncertain by fcripture ; all fuch queftions are to be 
" fubmitted to God, to whofe mercy it is meet and convenient to commend the 
" deceafed, trufting that he accepteth our prayers for them *." 

THESE articles, when framed by the convocation, and correcred by the King, 
were fubfcribed by every member of that affembly; while, perhaps, neither there 
nor throughout the whole kingdom, could one man be found, except the King 
himfelf, who had adopted precifely thefe very doctrines and opinions. For tho" 
there be not any contradiction in the tenets here advanced, it had happened in 
England, as in all other ftates where factious divifions have place; a certain 
creed was embraced by each party ; few neuters were to be found; and thefe 
confHl:ed only of fpeculative or whimfical people, of whom two perfons could 
fcarce be brought to an agreement in the fame dogmas. The proteftants, all of 
them, carried their oppofition to Rome farther than thefe articles : None of the 
catholics went fo far: And the King, by being able to retain the nation in fuch a 
delicate medium difplayed the utmo{l: power of in imperious defpotifm, of which.f 
any hiftory furnifhes an example. To change the religion of a country, even when ' 
feconded by a party, is one of the moft perilous enterprizes, which any fovereign 
can attempt, and often proves the moO: defl:rutl:ive to royal authority. But Henry 1 

was able to fet the political machine in that furious movement, and yet regulate·' 
and even ftop its career: He could fay to it, thus far fhalt thou go and no farther: ; 
And he made every vote of his parliament and convocation fubfervient, not only ' 
to his interefl:s and paffions, but even to his fmalleft caprices; nay, to his moft 
refined and moft fcholaftic fubtilties. 

THE concurrence of thefe two national affemblies, ferved no dou t, to encreafe 
the King's power among the people, and raifed him to an authority more abfo
lute, than any prince, in a fimple monarchy, even by means of mil"tary force, is 
ever able to attain. But there are certain bounds, beyond which the moft flavifh 
fubmifiion cannot be extended. All the late innovations, particularly the diifo
lution of the fmaller monaftcries, and the imminent danger, to which all the rerr 
were expofed -f, had bred difconcent in the people, and difpofed them to a revolt ... 

The 
* Coliier, vol .. ii. p. I 22, & feq. Fuller. Burnet, vol. i. p. 21 5 .. 
t A propofal had formerly been made in the convocation for the abolition of the lcffer monaft~ries; 

and had been much oppofed by bi!hop Fiiher, who was then alive. He told his brethren. that thh 
was fairly !hawing the King the way, how he might come at the greater monafterie~. "An ax, whicb 
'' wanted a handle, came upon a time into the wood, making his moan to the gre~t trees, that he 
'' wanted a h, ndlc to work withal, and for that caufe he was conftrained to lit idle; therefore he mad"' 

'' it his requeft to them, that they would be pleafed to grant him one of their fmall faplings within 

'-' ~h .. :: 
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The expelled monks, wandering about the country, excited both mens piety and 
compaffion; and as the ancient religion laid hold of the populace by powerful mo
tives, fuited to their capacity, it was able, now that it was brm.1ght into apparent 
hazard, to excite the ftrogeft zeal in its favour t. Difcontents had even 
reached fome of the nobility and gentry, whofe anceftors had founded t~e monaf
teries, and who placed a vanity in thofe inftitutions, as well as reaped fome benefic 
from them, by the provifions, which they afforded them for their younge-r children. 
The more fuperftitious were interefted in the fate of their forefathers fouls, which, 
they believed, muft now lye, during many ages, in the torments of purgatory, for 
want of maifes to relieve them. It feemed unjuft to abol'tlh pious inftitutions for 
the faults, real or pretended, of individuals. Even the moft moderate and rea
fonable thought it fomewhat iniquitous, that men, who had been invited into a 
courfe of life by all the laws, human and divine, which prevailed in their coun
try, fhould b~ turned out of their poifeffions, and fo little care be taken of their 
future fubfiftance. And when it was obferved, that the rapacity and bribery of 
the commiffioners and others employed in vifiting the monafteries, intercepted 
much of the profits refultiog from thefe confi[cations, it tended much to encreafe 
the general difcontent t· · 

BuT the people did not break out into open fedition, till the complaints of 
the fecular clergy concurred with thofe of the regular. As Cromwel's perfon was 
very little acceptable to the ecclefiaftics; the authority, which he exercifed, be
ing fo new, fo abfolute, fo unlimited, infpired them with great difguft and 
terror. l-Ie publifhed in the King's name, without the confent either of par
liament or convocation, an ordonance, by which he retrenched a great many of 
the antient holydays; prohibited feveral fuperftitions, gainful to the clergy, fuch 
as pilgrimages, images, reliques ; and even ordered the incumbents in the pa
rifhes to fet apart a confiderable portion of their revenues for repairs and for the 
fupport of exhibitioners and the poor of their pari!h. The fecular priefts, find
ing themfelves thus reduced to a grievous flavery, infl:illed into the people thofe 
difcontents, which they had long harboured in their own bofoms. 

'' the wood to make him a handle; who, miftrufting no guile, granted him one of their .fmaller trees 
'' to make him a handle. But now becoming a complete ax, he fell fo to work, within the fame wood, 
" that, in procefs of time, there was neither great nor fmall trees to be found in the place, where the 
" wood ftood. And fo, my lords, if you grant the King thefe fmaller monafteries, you do but make 
" him a handle, whereby, at his own pleafure, he may cut down all the cedars within your Lebanons," 
Dr. Bailies' Life of Bifuop Fither, p. I o8. 

t Strype, vol. i. p. 249. :t: Burnet, vol. i. p. 22,3.-
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THE firft rifing was in Lincolnfhire. It was headed by Dr. Mackrtl, prior Chap. v. 
of Barlings, who was difguifed like a mean mechanic, and who bore the name 1 5 36. 

bl Th. I d b Infurrett on. of captain Co er. ts tumu tuary army am·ounte to a ove 2o,oco men 11 ; 

but notwithfiandiog their m.1mber, they fl1owcd little difpoGtion of proceeding 
to extremities againfl: the King, and feemed flill over- awed by his author-ity. 
They acknowleged him to be fupreme head of the church of England; but they 
complained of his fuppreffing the monafl:eries, of evil counfellors, of men of 
mean bit th entrufl:ed by him, of the dange · to vvhich the jewels and plate of their 
parochial churche• were ex ofed : And they prayed him to confult the nobility of 
the realm concerning the redrefs of thefe grievances §. The King was little dif
pofed to entertain ·apprehenGons of danger, efpecially from a low multitude, 
whom he defpifed. He fent forces againft the rebels under the command of the 6th of Octo• 

Duke of Suffolk; and he returned them a very iliarp anfwer to their petition. ber. 

There were f01ne gentry, whom the populace had forced to tal·e party with them, 
and who kept a fecret correfpondence with Suffolk. They informed him, that 
refentment againft the I(ing's reply was the chief caufe, which retained the male-
contents in arms, and that a milder anfwer would probably diffipate the re-
bellion. ~Ienry had levied a great force at London, with which he was prepar-
ing to march againft the rebels ; and being fo well fupported by powet~, he thought 
that, without lofing his dignity, he might now fl1ow them fome greater conde-
fcenfion. He fent a new proclamation, requiring them to return to their obedi-
ence, with fecret affurances of pardon. This expedient had its effect: The po-
pulace were diffipated : Mackrel and fom of their leaders fell into the King's 
hands, and were executed: The greater part of the multitude retired peaceably to 
their ufual occupations : A few of the more obfl:inate fled into the North, where 
they joined the infurreCl:ion, t~at was raifed in thofe parts. 

THE northern rebels, as they were more numerous, 'ere alfo more formidable 
than th-ofe of Lincolnfhire, becaufe the people in thofe parts were more accuf
tomed to arms, and becaufe of the near neighbourhood to Scotland, which 
might ma~<e advantage of thefe diforders. One Afke, a gentJen an, had taken 
the command of them, and he poffeffed the art of governing the populace. Their 
enterprize they called the Pilgrimage of Grace : Some priefts marched l:efore 
in the habits of their order, carrying croifes in their hands : In their banners 
was wove a crucifix, with the reprefentation of a chalice, and of the five wounds 
of Chrift *: They wore on their Oeeve an emblem of the five wounds, with· 
the name of Jefus wrought in the midfr : They all took an oath, that they 

JJ Burnet, vol. i. p. 227. Herbert •. 

s· 
§ Herbert, p. 4~0. • Eox,. vol. ii. p. 992. 

had: 
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had entered into the pilgrimage of grace from no other motive, than their love 
to God their care of the King's perfon and iffue, their defire of purifying the 
nobilit;, of driving bafe-born perfons from about the King, of reftoring the 
church, and of fuppreffing herefy. Allured by thefe fair pretences, about 4o,ooo 
men from the counties of York, Durham, Lancafter, and thofe northern pro
vinces, flocked to their ftandard ; and their zeal, no lefs than their numbers, in
fpired the court with apprehenfions. 

THE Earl of Shrewfbury, moved by his regard for the King's fervice, raifed 
forces, tho' at firll: without any commiffion, in order to oppofe the rebels. The 
Earl of Cumberland repulfed them from his caftle of Skipton: Sir Ralph Evers 
defended Scarborow-caftle againll: them t: Courtney, marquefs of Exeter, the 
King's coufin-german, obeyed orders from court and levied troops. The earls 
of Huntingdon, Derby, and Rutland, imitated his example. The rebels, how
ever, prevailed in taking both Hull and York : They laid fiege to Pomfret caftle, 
into which the archbifhop of York and lord Darcy had thrown themfelves. It 
was foon furrendered to them ; and the prelate and nobleman, who fecretly fa
voured the caufe, feemed to yield to the force impofed on them, and joined the 
rebels. 

THE duke of Norfolk was natped general in chief of the King's forces againft 
the northern rebels; and as he headed the party, which fupported the ancient 
religion, he was alfo fufpected of bearing fome favour to the caufe, which he was 
fent to oppofe. His prudent conduct, however, feems to acquit him of this im
putation. He encamped at Doncafl:er, together with the earl of Shrewfbury ; and 
as his army was fmall, fcarce exceeding five thoufand men, he made choice of a 
pofl:, where he had the river in front, the ford of which he propofed to defend 
againft the rebels. They had intended to attack him in the morning ; but dur
ing the night, there fell fuch violent rains as rendered the river utterly impaf
fible ; and Norfolk very wifely laid hold of the opportunity to enter into treaty 
with them. In order to open the door for negotiation, he fent them a herald ; 
whom Afl{e, their Ieade.r received with great ceremony; he himfelf fitting in a 
chair of fl:ate, with the archbifhop of York on one hand, and lord Darcy on the 
other. It was agreed that two gentlemen lhould be d 1fpatched to the King with 
propofals from the rebels ; and I-Ienry protracted giving an anfwer, and allured 
them with hopes of entire fatisfaction, in expectation that necefiity would foon 
oblige them to difperfe themfelves. Being informed, that his artifice had in a 
great meafure · fucceeded, he required them inftantly to lay down their arms and 
fubmit to mercy; promifing a pardon to all except fix whom he named, and 

t Stowe, p. 574• Baker, p. zs8. 

four 
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four whom he refnvcd to himfelf the power of naming. But tho' the a
0

reateft c ...., hap. V. 
part of the rebels had gone home for want of fubfifrance, they had entered into 1536. 

the mofl: folemn engagements to return to their fl:andards, in cafe the King's an-
fwer fhould not prove farisfactory. Norfolk, therefore, foon found himfelf in 
the fame difficulty as before; and he opened again a negotiation with the leaders 
of the multitude. I-Ie engaged them to fend three hundred perfons to Doncafl:er, 
with propofals for an accommodation ; and he hoped to be able, by intrigue and 
feparate interefts, to throw diffenfion among fo great a nun1ber. Afke himfelf 
had propofed to be one of the deputies, and he required a hoftage for his fecuri-
ty: But the King, when confulted, replied, that he knew no gentleman or other, 
whom he efteemed fo little as to put him in pledge for fuch a villain. The de· 
mands of the infurgents were fo exorbitant, that Norfolk rejected them ; and 
they prepared again to decide the contefl: by force of arms. They were as formi-
dable as ever both by their numbers and fpirit; and notwithfranding a fmall river, 
which lay between them and the royal army, Norfolk had great reafon to dread 
the effeCts of their fury. But while they were preparing to pafs the ford, rain 
fell a fecond time in fuch abundance, as made it impraCticable for them to exe-
cute their defign ; and the populace, partly reduced to neceffity by the want of 
provifions, partly ftruck with fuperfl:ition at being thus again difappointed by the 
f.1me accident, fuddenly difperfed themfelves. The Duke of Norfolk, who had 
received powers for that ·end, forwarded the difperfion, by the promife of a gene-
ral amnefty ; and the King ratified this act of clemency. He publi ilied, how- 9th of De. 
ever, a manifefto againft the rebels, and an anfwer to their complaints ; where he cember. 

e.mployed a very lofty ftyle, fuited to fo haughty a monarch. He told them, 
that they ought no more to pretend giving a j udgm~nt with regard to govern-
ment, than a blind man with regard to colours : '' And we," he added, " with . 
" our whole council, think it right firange, that ye, who be but brutes and in-
" expert folk, do take upon you to appoint us, who be meet or not for our 

'' council." 

As this pacification was not likely to be of long continuance, Norfolk was or- 1537. 

dered to keep his army together, and to go into the northern parts, in order to 
exaCt a general fubmiffion. Lord Darcy, as well as Afke, wtre fent for to court ; 
and the former, upon his refufal or delay to appear, was thrown into prifon. 
Every place was full of jealgufy and complaints. A new infurrection broke out, 
headed by Mufgrave and Tilby; and the rebels befieged CarliGe with 8ooo men. 
Being repulfed by that town, they were encountered in their retreat by Norfolk, 
who put them to flight; and having made prifoners of all their officers, except 

VoL. III. . .F f Mufgrave, 
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Chap. v. Mufgrave, who efcaped, he inftantly put them to death by martial law, to the 
15 37· number of feventy perfons. An attempt made by Sir Francis Bigot and Halan1 

to furprize Hull, met with no better fuccefs; and feveral other riflngs were fup
preffed by the vigilance of Norfolk. The King, inraged by thefe multiplied re
volts, was determined not to adhere to the general pardon, which he had granted; 
and from a movement of his ufual violence, he made the innocent fuffer for the 
guilty. Norfolk, by command from his mafler, fpread the royal banner, and 
wherever he thought proper, executed martial law in the punifhment of offen
ders. Befides Afke, leader of the firft infurretl:ion, Sir Robert Confl:able, Sir 
John Bulmer, Sir Thomas Piercy, Sir Stephen Hamilton, Nicholas Tempeft, 
\Villiam Lumley, and many others, were thrown into prifon ; and moft of them 
were condemned and executed. Lord I-Iuffey was found guilty as an accomplice 
in the infurreB:ion of Lincolnfhire, and was executed at Lincoln. Lord Darcy, 
tho' he pleaded compuHion, and appealed for his jufi:ification, to a long life, 
paffed in the fervice of the crown, was beheaded on Tower-hill. Before his exe
cution, he accufed Nor folk of having fecretly encouraged the rebels ; but Henry, 
either fenfible of that nobleman's great fervices, and convinced of his fidelity, or 
afraid to offend one of fuch extenfive power and great capacity, rejeCted the infor
mation. Being now fatiated with punifhing the rebels, he publifhed anew age
neral pardon, to which he faithfully adhered *; and he ereCted by patent a court 
of jufi:ice at York, for deciding law fuits to the northern counties: A demand 
which had been made by the-i-nfurgents. 

12 
oaober. SooN after this profperous fuccefs, an event happened, which crown

Birthofprince ed Henry's joy, the birth of a fon, who was baptifed under the name of Ed-
Edward, and Y h' h . r. I Th ()., d. d 1 d f 
death of Q:,. ward. et was not t IS appme1s comp eat : e ~een 1e twe ve ays a -
Jane. ter t. But a fon had fo long been ardently longed for by Henry, and was now 

become fo neceffary, in order to prevent difputes with regard to the fucceffion, af
ter the fucce!live illegitimation of the two Princeffes, that the King's affiiB:ion was 
drowned in his joy, and he expreffed great fatisfaClion on this occafion. The 
Prince, not fix days old, was created Prince of Wales, Duke of Cornwal, and 
Earl of Chefler. Sir Edward Seymour, the ~1een's brother, formerly made 
Lord Beauchamp, was raifed to the dignity of Earl of Hertford. Sir Villiam 
Fitz Williams, high admiral, was created Earl of Southampton; Sir \Villiam 
Paulet, Lord St. John; Sir John Ruffel, Lord RuffeJ. 

1
5 3

s. THE fuppreffion of the rebellion and the birth of a fon, as they confirmed Hen-
ry's authority at home, encreafed his confideration among foreign princes, and made 

* Herbert, p. 428. 

3 
t .strype, vol. ii. p. 5• 

his 
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his alliance be courted by all parties. l-Ie maintained, however, a neutra1ity in 
the wars, which were carried on, with various fuccefs, and without any decifive 
event, between Charles and Francis; and tho' inclined more to favour the latter, 
he determined not to incur, without neceffity, either hazard or expence in his 
behalf. A truce, concluded about this time, between thefe potentates, and which 
was afterwards prolonged for ten years, freed him from all anxiety on account of 
his ally, and re-eftablifhed the tranquillity of Europe. 

HENRY was very defirous of cementing an union with the German proteftants; 
ahd for that purpofe, he fent Chrifropher Mount to a congrefs which they held at 
Brunf wick ; but that minifter made no great progrefs in his negotiations. The 
princes defired to know, what were the articles in their confeffion which 
Henry diQiked; and they fent new ambaffadors to him, who had orders both to . 
negotiate and to difpute. They endeavoured to convince the King, that he 
was guilty of a miftake, in adminiftering the eucharift in one kind only, in al
lowing of private maffes, and in requiring the celibacy of the clergy *· 1-Ienry 
would by no means acknowlege any error in thefe particulars ; and was offended 
that they lhould pretend to prefcribe rules to fo great a monarch and theologian. 
He found argun1ents and fyUogifms enough to defend his caufe; and he difmiffed 
the ambaffadors without coming to any conclufion. Jealous alfo left his own 
fubjeCts lhould become fuch theologians as to queftion his tenets, he ufed great 
precautions in publifhing that tranilation of the fcripture, which was finiilied 
this year. He would only allow a copy of it to be depofited in each pari!h 
church, where it was fixed by a chain : And he took care to inform the people 
by procla1nation, " That this indulgence was not the effect of his duty, but of 
~' his goodnefs and his liberality to them ; who therefore 1hould ufe it mode
" rately, "for the encreafe of virtue, not of ftrife: And he ordered that no man 
'' Ihould read the Bible aloud, fo as to difturb the prieft, while he fang mafs, 
" nor prefume to expound doubtful places, without advice from the learned.'' 
In this meafure, as in the refl:, he ftill halted half way between the Catholics and 
the protefrants. 

THERE was only one particular, in which Henry was quite decifive, becaufe 
he was there impelled by his avarice, or more properly fpcaking, his rapacity, 
occafioned by profufenefs: This meafure was the entire deftruB:ion of the mona-
fteries. The prefent opportunity feemed favourable for that great enterprize ; Supprettion of 
while the fuppreffion of the late rebellion fortified and encreafed the royal authority; the great~r 
and as fome of the abbots were fufpetled of having encouraged the infurreCl:ion, monafiene~. 
and of correfponding with the rebels, the King's refentment was farther incited 

"' Collier, vol. ii. p. 145. from the Cott. Lib. Cleopatra, E. 5. foJ. 173· 
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by that motive. A new vifitation was appointed of all the monafteries in Eng
land ; and a pretence only being wanted for their fuppreffion, it was eafy for a 
prince, poffeffed of fuch exorbitant power, and feconding the prefent humour of 
a great part of the nation, to find or feign one. The abbots and monks knew 
the danger to which they were expofed ; and having learned, by the example of 
the leifer monafteries, that nothing could withftand the King's will, they were 
n1oft of them induced, in expet1ation of better treatment, to make a voluntary 
refignation of their houfes. Where promifes failed of effeCl:, menaces, and even 
extreme violence were employed; and as feveral of the abbots, fince the breach 
with Rome, had been named by the court, with a view to this event, the King's 
-intentions were the more eafily effeduated. Some alfo, having fecretly embraced 
the doctrine of the reformation, were glad to be freed from their vows; and on 
the whole, _the defign was conducted with fuch fuccefs, that, in lefs than two 
yea'l's, the King had got poifeffion of all the monafl:ic revenues. 

IN feveral places, particularly in the county of Oxford, great intereft was made 
to preferve fome convents of women, who, as they lived in the moft irreproach
able manner, jufl:ly merited, it was thought, that their houfes lhould be faved 
from the general deftruB:ion *. There appeared alfo great difference between the 
cafe of nuns and friars; and the one infl:itution might be very laudable, while the 
other was expofed to much blame. The males of all ranks, if endowed with in

duftry, might be of fervice to the public; and none of them could want employ
n1ent, fuited to his ftation and capacity. But a woman of family, who failed of 
a fettlement in the married ftate, an accident to which fuch perfons were more 
liable than women of lower ftation, had really no rank which fhe properly filled ; 
and a convent was a retreat both honourable and agreeable, from the inutility and 
often want, which attended her fituation. But the King was determined to abo
lifh monail:eries of every denomination ; and probably thought, that thefe antient 
efl:abli!hments would be the fooner forgot, if no remains of themJ of any kind, 
were allowed to fubfifl in the kingdom. 

THE better to reconcile the people to th·s great innovation, ftories were pub
lifhed of the deteftable lives of the friars in many of the convents ; and great 
care was taken to defame thofe whom the court was determined to ruin. The re
}I~s alfo, and fuperflitions, which had fo long been the object of the people's vene
ration, were expofed to their ridicule ; and the religious fpirit, now lefs bent on ex
terior obfervances and fenfible objects, was encouraged in this new direction. It 
is needlefs to be particular in fuch an enumeration : Proteftant hiftorians mention 
on this occafion with great triumph the facred repofitories of convents; the par-

• Burnet, vol. i. p. 3 z8. 
in os 
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ings of St. Edmond's toes; fome of the coals that roafted St. Laurence ; the gir
dle of the Virgin fhown in eleven feveral places; two or three heads of St. U rfu
la; the felt of St. Thomas of Lancafter, an infallible cure for the head·ach; 
part of St. Thomas of Canterbury's !hirt, much reverenced by big-bellied WO'

men ; fome relicts, an excellent preventive againft rain ; others, a remedy to 
weeds in corn. But. fuch fooleries, as they are to be found in all ages and 
nations of the world, and even took place during the moft refined periods of an
tiquity, form no peculiar nor violent reproach on the catholic religion. 

THERE were alfo difcovered, or faid to be difcovered, in the monafteries, fome 
impo(rures of a more artificial nature. At Hales, in the county of Gloucefi:er, 
had been fhown, during feveral ages, the blood of Chrift brought from Jerufa .. 
lem; and it is eafy to imagine the veneration, with which fuch a relique w.as re
garded. A miraculous circumftance alto attended this miraculous relique; the 
facred blood was not vifible to any one in mortal fin, even when fet before him ·; 
and till he had performed good works fufficient for his abfolution, it would not 
deign to difcover itfelf to him. At the diffolution of the monaftery, the whole 
contrivance was difcovered. Two of the monks, who were let into the fecret, 
had taken the blood of a duck, which they renewed every week: They put it 
into a phial, one fide of which confifred of thin and tranfparent chryfi:al, the 
other of thick and obfcure. \Vhen any rich pilgrim arrived, they were fure to 
fhow him the dark fide of the phial, till mafles and oFferings had expiated his of:. 
fences ; and then finding his mont:y; or patience, or faith, near exhaufted, they 
made him happy by turning the phial*. 

A M 1 RAC uLous crucifix had been kept at Boxley in Kent, and bore the appel
tltion of the Rood of Grace. The lips, and eyes, and head of the image moved 
on the approach of irs votaries. Hilfey, bifhop of Rochefi:er, broke the crucifix 
at St. Paul's crofs, and !hewed the whole people the fprings and wheels by which 
it had been fecretly. moved. A great wood.:n idol of Wales, ea! led · Darvel Ga.:. 
thcrin, was alfo brought to London, and cut in pieces ; and by a cruel refine
ment of vengeance, it was employed as fuel to burn fryar Forefr t, who was pu· 
nifhed for denying the fupremacy, and for fome pretended herefies. A finger of 
St. Andrew's, covered with a thin plate of fi lvtr, h.1d been pawned by a convent 
for a debt of forty pounds; but as the King's commiffioners refuted to releate the 
pawn, people madt themtelves very merry with the poor creditor, on account ·of. 
his fecurity. 

BuT of all the inftruments of antient fuperftition, no-one was fo zea16u0y 
deftroyed as the furine of Thomas a Becket, commonly called St . . Thomas of · 

• Herbert, p. 43 r, 432. Stowe, p. 575· 
Baker, p. :z8S. 

t Goodwin's Annals. Stowe, p. 57 5. Herbert, 
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Canterbury. This faint owed his canonization to the zealous defence, which he 
had made for the apoftolic fee; and on that account alfo, the monks hJd extreme
ly encouraged the devotion of pilgrimages towards his tomb, and numberlefs 
were the miracles, which, they pretended, his reliques wrought on his devout 
votaries. They raifed his body once a-year; and the day on which this ceremo
ny was performed, which was called the day of his tranfhtion, was a gener.\1 ho
liday: Every fiftieth year there was celebrated a jubilee to his honour, which laft
cd fifteen days: Plenary indulgences were then granted to all that viGted his tomb; 
and a hundred thoufand pilgrims have been regiftereQ}. at a time in Canterbury. 
The devotion towards him had quite effaced in that town the adoration of the 
Deity; nay, even that of the Virgin. At God's altar, f)r inflance, there was 
offered in one year three pounds two fhillings and fix-pence; at the Virgin's, 
fixty-three pounds five fhillings and fix-pence ; at St. Thomas's, eight hundred 
and thirty-two pounds twelve fhillings and three-pence. But next year, the dif
proportion was ftill greater : There was not a penny off--red at God's altar; the 
Virgin's gained only four pounds one £billing and eight-pence; but St. Thomas 

had got for his !hare nine hundred and fifty-four pounds fix fhillings and three
pence*. Lewis the feventh of France had made a pilgrimage to this miracu
lous tomb, and had beftowed on the fhrine a jewel, which was efie med the 
richeft in Chrifi:endom. It is obvious, how obnoxious to Henry a faint of this 
charaCter muft appear, and how much contrary to all his projects for degrading 
the authority of the court of Rome. He not only pillaged the rich !brine, dedica
ted to St. Thomas: He made the faint himfelf be cited to appear in court, and be 
tried and condemned as a traitor : He ordered his name to be ftruck out of the 
kalendar ; the office for his feftival to be expunged from all breviaries, and his 
bones to be burned, and the afhes to be diffipated. 

ON the whole, the King, at different times, fuppreffed fix hundred and forty· 
five monafteries: Of which twenty-eight had abbots, who enjoyed a feat in par
liament. Ninety colleges were demolifhed in feveral counties ; two thoufand 
three hundred and feventy-four chantries and free chappels ; a hundred and ten 
hofpitals. The whole revenue of thefe eftabliihments amounted to one hundred 
an~ fixty-one thoufand one hundred pounds t. It is worthy of obfervation, that 
all the lands and poffeffions of England had, a little before this period, been 
rated at three millions a year ; fo that the revenues of the monafieries did 
not really much exceed the twentieth part of the national income : A fum \raftly 
inferior to what is commonly apprehended. The lands belonging to the con ... 

~ .Burnet, vo!. i, p. Z44· t Lord Herbert, Camden, Speed. 
vents, 
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vents, were ufually let at very low leafes ; and the farmers, who regarded them
felves as a fpecies of proprietors, took always care to renew their leafes before 
they expired *. 

GREAT murmurs were every where excited againft thefe violences; and men 
much queil:ioned, whether priors and monks, who were only trull:ees or tenants 
for life, could, by any deed, however voluntary, transfer to the King the entire 
property of their eftates. In order to reconcile the people to fuch mighty inno
vations, they were told, that the King would ne\'er henceforth have occafion to 
levy taxes~ but would be able, from the abbey land;5 alone, to bear, during war, 
as well as peace, the whole charges of the government t. While fuch topics 

• There is a curlous paifage, with regard to the fuppreffion of monafieries, to be found in Coke's 
Jnfl:itutes, + fnft. chap. i. p. 4-4· It is worth tranfcribing, as it iliows the ideas of the Engli{h go
\'err.ment entertained during the reign of Henry VIII. and even during the time of Sir Edward Coke, 
when he wrote his Jnil:itutes. It clearly appears, that the people had then little notion of being jea
lous of their liberties, were defirous of making the crown quite independent, and wilhed only to 
remove from themfelves, as much as poffible, the burthens of government. A large fianding army, 
and a fixed revenue, would, on thefe conditions, have been regarded as great ble.flings; and it was 
owing intirely to the prodigality of Henry, and to his little fufpicion, that the power of the crown 
could ever fail, that the Engliili. owe all their liberty. The title of the chapter in Coke is, Adcvice 
ca11cerning ne·w and plaujib!e projeBs a11J qffers ilz parliament. " When any plaufible project,'' fays he, 
" is made in parliament to draw the lords and commons to affent to any aCl, (efpecially in mat ten of 
'' weight and importance) if both houfes do give, upon the matter projeClcd, and p~omifeJ, their con
,, fent, it !hall be mail: neceifary, they being trufted for the common-wealth, to have the matter pro
" jetted and promifed (which moved the houfes to confent) to be eH:abliihed in the fame act, left 
" the benefit of the act be taken, and the matter projeCled and promifed never performed, and fo the 
" houfes of parliament perform not the truft repofed in them, as it fell out (taking one example for 
" many) in the reign of Henry VIII. On the King's behalf, the members of both houfes were in
" formed in parliament, that no King or kingdom was fafe, but \Vhere the King had three abilities: 
" I. To live of his ov.·n, and able to defend his kingdom upon any fudden invafion or infurrec :on •. 
" z. To aid his confederates, otherwi!e they would never affiil: him. 3· To reward his well defer
" ving fervants. Now the projea was, that if the parliament would give unto him all the abbeys, prio
'' ries, friaries, nunneries, and other monafterie~, that for ever in time then to come, he would take 
" order that the fame fhould not be convened to private u'e : But, firil:, That his Exchequer, for the 
" purpofes aforefaid, fhould be enriched. Secondly, The kingdom firengthened by a continual main
" tenance of 40,000 well trained folJiers, with fj{ilful captains and commanJer:. Thirdly, For the · 
" benefit and eafe of the fubject, who never afterwar'ls, (as was projeCled) in any time to come, 
,, iliould be charged with fubfidies, fifteenths, loam, er other common aids. .Fourthly, Lefl: the 
" honour of the realm fhould receive any diminution of honour by the difiolution of the f.1id mona
" fteries, there being z9 lords of patliament of the abbots and priors, (that held of the E ~ng, per 
'' haro11iam, whereof more in the next leaf) that the King would create a number of nobles, which 
" we omit, the faid monafieries were given to the King by authority of divers act:> of parliament, . 
" but no provifion was therein made for the faid project, or any part thereof." 

t Coke's 4th Inft. fol. 44• 
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were rmployed to pacify the populace, the King took an effeB:ual method of en~ 
gaging the nobility and gentry to take part with nis meafures * : He either made 
a o·ift of the revenues of convents to his favourites and courtiers, or fold them at 

0 

low price-s, or exchanged them for other lands on very difadvantageous terms. He 
was fo profufe in there liberalities, that he IS faid to have given a woman the whole 
revenue of a convent, as a reward for making a pudc.mg, which happened to gra
tify his palate t. He alfo fettled fcdaries on the abbots and priors, proportioned 
to their former revenues or to their merits; and gave each monk a yearly penfion 
of eight marks: He erected fix new bilhopricks, vVeftminfter, Oxford, Peter
borow, Briftol, Chefter, and Gloucefter; of which the lail five fubfifl: at this 
day: And by all thefe means of expence and diffipation, the profit which the 
King reaped by the feizure of church-lands, fell much fhort of vulgar opinion. 
As the ruin of convents had been forefeen fome years ere it happened, the 
monks had taken care to diffipate beforehand moft of their frock, furniture, and 
plate ; fo that the fpoils of the great monafl:eries bore not, in thefe refpeCl:s, any 
proportion to thofe of the leifer. 

BEsiDE the lands poffell(~d by the monafreries, the regular clergy enjoyed a 
confiderable part of the benefices of England, and of the tythes annexed to them ; 
a :- d thefe were alfo at this time transferred to the crown, and by that means came 
into the hands of laymen: An abufe which many zealous churchmen regard as 
the moft criminal facrilege. The monks were formerly much at their eafe in Eng
land, and enjoyed revenues, which much exceeded the regular and ftated expence 
of the houfe. We read of the abbey of Chertfey in Surrey, which poffeffed 7 44 
pounds a-year, tho' it contained only fourteen monks: That of Furnefs, in the 
county of Lincoln, was valued at 960 pounds a-year, and contained but thirty 
monks :1:· In order to diffi pate their revenue~, and fupport popularity, the mo~ 
nafteries lived in a very hofpitable manner; and be(Jdes the poor, maintained from 
their offals, there were many decayed gentlemen, who paffed their Jives in travel
ing from convent to convent, and were entirely fubfifl~d at the tables of the friars. 
By this hofpitality, as much as by their own inactivity, did the convents prove 
nurferies of idlenefs; but the King, not to give offence by too fudden an innova
tion, bound the new proprietors of abbey-lands, to fupport the ancient hofpita
lity. But this engagement was fulfilled in very few places, and for a very fhort 
time. 

IT is eafy to imagine the indignation with which the intelJigence of all thefe 
violences was received at Rome; and how much the ecclefiaftics of that court, 
who had fo long kept the world in fubjettion by big founding epithets, and by 

• Dugdale's Warwickfhire, p. 8oo. t Fuller. t Burnet, vol. i. p. 237. 
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holy execrations, would now vent their rhetoric againft the character and con
duct of Henry. The pope was provoked at ]aft to publifh the bull, which he 
had paffed againft that monarch; and in a public manner delivered ovtr his foul 
to the devil, and his dommions to the firft invader. Libels were difperfed, in 
which he was compare~ to the moft furious perfecutors in antiquity; and the pre
ference was even given on their fide: He had declared war with the dead, whom 
the pagans themfelves refpected ; was at open enmity with heaven; and had en~ 
gaged in profeffed hoftility with the whole hofl: of faints and angels. Above all, 
he was often reproached with his refemblance to the cmpero·· J ulian, whom, it 
was faid, he imitated in his apoftacy and learning, tho' he fell fhort of him in 
his morals. Henry could diftinguiih in many of thefe libels, the ftyle and ani
mofity. of his kinfman, Pole ; and he was thence anew incited to vent his rage, by 
every poffible expedient, on that famous cardinal. 

RE erN ALD de la Pole, or Reginald Pole, was defcended of the royal family, 
being fourth fon of the countefs of Salifbury, daughter of the duke of Clarenceo 
He difcovered in very early youth evident fymptoms of that fine genius, and ge
nerous difpoGtion, by which, during his whole life, he was fo much diftinguifh
ed; and Henry having conceived great friendfhip for him, propofed to raife him 
to the qighefi: ecclefiafiical dignities ; and, as a pledge of future favours J he con
fer red on him the deanery of Exeter*, in order to help him to bear the expences 
of his education. Pole was carrying on his ftudies in Paris, at the time when rh~ 
King folicited the fuffrages of that univerGty in favour of his divorce; bur tho' 
applied to by the Engliili agent, he declined taking any part in that affair. Henry 
bore this neglect with more temper than was natural to him ; and he appeared un
willing, on that account, to renounce friendlhip with a perfon, whofe v;rcues and 
talents, he hoped, would prove ufeful, as well as ornamental, to his court and 
kingdom. He allowed him fiil1 to poffefs his deanry, and gave him permiffion 
to finiili his ftudies at Padua : He even paid him fome court, in order to bring 
him into his meafures; and wrote to him, while in Italy, defiring him to give his 
opinion freely, with regard to the late meafures taken in England, for abolifhing 
the papal authority. t'ole had now entered into an intimate friend.!hip with what
ever was eminent for dignity or merit in Italy ; Sadolet, Bembo, and other revi
vers of true tafl:e and learning ; and he was moved by thefe connections, as well 
as by religious zeal, to forget, in fome refpect, the duty which he owed to l-Ien· 
ry, his benefactor, and his fovereign. He replied, by writing ~ treatife of the 

.tt11ity of the church, where he inveighed againft the King's fupremacy, his divorce, 

VoL. III. 
• Goodwin's Annah. 
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his fecond marriage; and even exhorted the emperor to revenge on him the injury 

done to his family, and to the catholic caufe. 1:-lenry, tho' rrovoked beyond mea

fure at this outrage, diifembled his refentment; and fent a meffage to Pole, defiring 

him to return to Engl.md, in order to explain certain paffages of his book, which 

he found fomewhat obfcure and difficult : But Pole was on his guard againft this 

infidious invitatio~ ; and was determined to remain in Italy, where he was ex

tremely be:oved and efl:eemed by all the world. 

THE pope and emperor thought themfelves obliged to provide for a man of 

Pole's eminence and dignity, who, in fupport of their caufe, had facrificed all 

his pretenfions to fortune in his own country. He was created a cardinal; and 

tho' he took not higher orders than thofe of a deacon, he was fent legate into 

Flanders about the year 15 3 6 *. Henry was fenfible, that Pole's chief intention 

in chufing that employment, was to foment the mutinous difpofition of the Eng

lilh catholics; and he therefore remonfl:rated in fuch a vigorous manner with the 

queen of Hungary, regent of the Low Countries, that Ihe difmiffed the legate 

without allowing him to exercife his commiffion. The enmity which he bore 

Pole, was now o Jen, as well as violent; and the cardinal, on his part, kept no 

farther meafures in his intrigues againft Henry. He is even fufpeB.ed of having 

afpired to the crown, by means of a marriage with the lady Mary; and the King 

was every day alarmed by informations, which he received, of the correfpondence 

n1aintained in England by that fwgitive. Courtney, marquis of Exeter, had en

tered into a confpiracy with him; Sir Edward Nevil, brother to the lord Aber
gavenny, Sir Nicholas Carew, n1afi:er of horfe, and knight of the garter; Henry 

de la Pole, lord Montacute, and Sir Geoffrey de la Pole, brothers to the cardi

nal. Thefe perfons were indiCted, and tried, and conviCted, before lord Audley, 
who preflded in the trial, as lord high fteward. '"fhey were all executed, except 
Sir Geoffrey de la Pole, who was pardoned ; and he owed this grace to his having 

.firft carried to the King fecret intelligence of the confpiracy. We know little of 

the juftice or iniquity of the fentence pronounced againft thefe men: We only 
know, that the condemnation of a man, who was, at that time, profecuted by 

the court, forms no prefumption of his guilt; tho' as no hifi:orian of credit, men
tions, in the prefent cafe, any comp1aints occafioned by theie trials, we may pre

fume that fuffi.cient evidence was produced againft the marquis of Exeter and his 

affociates t. 
• Herbert. t Herbert in Kennet~ p. z t 6. 
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C H A P. VI. 

Dffputation with Lambert.-A Parliament.-La7v of the .fix ar
ticles.-Proclamations made equal to laws.--Settlement qf the 
Juccejfion.-King's projeCls of marriage.-He marries Anne of 
Cleves.--He dijlikes her.--A Parliament.- Fall of Crom
wel.--His execution.·--King's divorce from Anne qfCieves.
His marriage with Catherine Howard.--State of qfjairs in Scot
land.--Difcovery of the ~een's crimes.-A Parliament.
Eccle)iaflical ajjcurs. 

l'7f"' HE rough hand of Henry feemed well adapted for rending afunder thofe 
..1 bands, by which the ancient fuperftition had fairened itfelf on the king-

dom; and tho', after renouncing the pope's fupremacy, and fuppreffing mona
fteries, mofi: of the political ends of a reformation were already attainc:d, few 
people expeCted, that he would ftop at thofe innovations. The fpirit of oppofi
tion, it was thought, would carry him to the utmoft extremity againfr the church 
of Rome; and lead him to declare war againft the whole doctrine and worrhip, 
as well as difcipline, of that mighty hierJrchy. He had formerly appealed 
from the pope to a general council; but now, that a general council was fummon
ed to meet at Mantua, he previouily renounced all fubmd11on to it, as bei ~g 
fummoned by the pope, and lying intirely und r fubjeB:ion to that fpiritual u .. 
furper. He engaged his clergy to make a declaration to the like purpofe; and 
he had prefcribed to them many other ·alterations on ancient tenets and practice$. 
Cranmer took advantage of every opportunity to carry him on in this courfe; 
and while ~een jane lived, who favoured the reformers, he had, by means 
of her infirll1ation and ad lrefs, been very fucce(-;ful in his endeavours. 
After her dpath, Gardiner, who was returned from his embaffy to France, 
ker.t the King more in fufpence; and by feigning an unlimited fubmiffion to his 
will, he was frequently able to guide him to his own purpofes. Fox, bi!11op 
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of Hereford, hac fupported Cranmer in his fchrmes for a more intire refor
mation; but his:ieath made way for the promotion of Banner, who, tho' he 
had hitherto feem:cl a furious enemy to the fee of Rome, was determined to fa
crifice every thin~ to prefent intereit, and had joined the confederacy of Gardi-
1er and the part;inns of the old relig.on. Gardiner himfelf, it was believed, had 
fecretly entered in:::> meafures with the pope, and even with the emperor; and in 
concert with thefepowers, he endeavoured to preferve, as much as poffible, the 
ancient faith and IVOrihip. 

1 IENR v was fi much governed by pafiion, that nothing could have retarded 
his :tnimofity and :>ppo11tion againft Rome, but fame other paffion, which ftop
JJed his career, ad raifed him new fubjeCl:s of animofity. Tho' he had gradual
ly, fince he came :o years of maturity, been changing the tenets of tbat theologi
cal fyftem in which he had been educated, he was equally pofitive and dogmatical 
'in the few articlel which remained to him, as if the whole fabric had continued 
entire and unfhakn: And tho' he flood alone in his opinion, the flattery of cour-, 
tiers had fo inflaned his tyrannical arrogance, that he thought himfelf entitled to 
regulate, by his Gvn particular ftandard, the religious faith of the whole pation. 
The point on whia he chiefly ~efted his orthodoxy, happened to be the real prefence; 
that very doEtrin(, in which, among the numberlefs viCtories of fuperftition over 
common fenfe, h(~ triumph is the moft fignal and egregious. All ~eparture from 
this principle he hid to be heretical and dcteftable; and nothing, he thought, would 
be more honouraMe for him, than, while he broke off all conneCtions with the 
Roman pontiff, n maintain, in this dfential article, the purity of the catholic faith. 

THERE was me Lambert *, a fchool-mafter in London, who had been que
ftioned for unfoUJd opinions by archbifhop Warham; but, upon the death of 
that j)relate, and rhe changing of councils at court, he had been releafed. Not 
terrified with the :I anger which he had incurred, he ftill :continued to promul
gate Lis tenets; and having heard Dr. Taylor, afterwards bilhop of Lincoln, 
defend in a fermm the corporal prefence, he could not forbear expreffing to 
Taylor his diifen1.from that doCtrine; and he drew up his objections under ten 
feveral heads. 1aylor carried the paper to Dr. Barnes, who happened to be a 
Lutheran, an l vho maintained, that, tho' the fubftance of bread and wine re
n1ained in the fa<rament, yet the real body and blood of Chrift were there alfo, 
and were, in a crtain myfterious manner, incorporated with the material ele
ments. By the Jrefent laws and practice, Barnes was no lefs expofed to the ftake 
than Lambert ; ~et fuch was the perfecuting rage which prevailed, that he was 

~ F~x vol. ii, p. 396. 

determined 



H E N R Y VIII. 

determined to bring this man to condign punia1ment; becaufe, in their common 
departure from the ancient faith, he had dared to go one ftep farther than him
felf. He engaged Taylor to accufe Lambert to Cranmer a11d Latimer, who, 
what~ver their privare opinion might be on thefe point~, were obliged to conform 
the mfelve. to the ftdndard of orthodoxy, eftablifhed by H t nry. When Lambert 
was cited before thefe pr~lates, they endeavoured to bend him to l recantation ; and 
they were furprized, when, inftead of compliance, he ventured to appeal to the 
King. 

THE King, not difpleafed with an opportunity, where he could at once exert 
his fupremacy, and difplay his learning, accepted the appeal , and was deter
mined to mix, in a very unfair manner, the magiftrate with th~ difputant. Pu
blic notice was given, that he intended to enter the lifis with this fchool m after: 
Scaffolds were erected in Weftminfter-hatl, for the accommod:tion of the audi
ence: Henry appeared on his throne, accompanied. with all th~ enfigns of ma
j effy: The prelates were placed on h1s right-hand : The temp:)ral pfers on his 
left. The judges and moft eminent lawyers had a place affigaed them behind 
the bifhops ': fhe courtiers of greatefl: d)ftinction behind the p:ers : And in the 
rnidfl: ot this fplendid aifembly was produced the unhappy La01bert, and .he was 
required to defend his opinions againfl: his royal antagonifl: t. 

THE bifhop of Ch1d efrer opened the conference, by fayin~, that Lambert, 
being charged with heretical pravity, had appealed from his bihop to the King; 
as if he expeCted more favour from this applicatiun, and as if the King could ever 
be induced to protect a heretic: That tho' his majefty had thro~n off the ufur
,pations of the fee of Rome; ha~ difincorporated fome idle nooks, who lived 
like drones in a bee-hive; had remedied the iciolatrous worfhif of images; had 
publilhed the Bible in Englilh, for the inftruction of all his fnbj Cl:s; and had 
made fome Idler alterations, which every one muft approve of ; yet was he de
termincci to maintain the purity of the catholic faith, and to pmifh with the ut
moll: feverity all departure from it : And that he had taken the prefent opportu ... 
·nity, before fo learned and grave an auditory, of convincing Ltmbert of his er
rors; but if he frill perfevered obftinately in them, he muft expect the moft con
djgn punifh ment :f:. 

AFTER this preamble, which was not very encouraging, the Ring afked Lam
-bert, with a ftern countenance, what his opinion was of ChriJ:'s corporal pre
!ence in the facrament of the altar; and when Lambert began his difcourfe wit 

:t Fox, vol. 'i. p.. 426. j: Goodwin's Annals ... 
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fome compliment to his Majefiy, he rejeCted the pra~fe with difdain and indigna
tion. He afterwards preffed Lambert with fome arguments, drawn from Scrip
ture and the fchoolmen : The audience applauded the force of his reafoning, 
and the extent of his erudition: Cranmer feconded his proofs by fome new 
topics : Gardiner entered the lifts as a fupport to Cranmer: Tonftal took up the 
argument after Gardiner : Srokefiey brought frefh aid to Tonftal : Six bilhops 
tnore appe.>ared fucceffively in the field after Stokefiey. And the difputation, if 
it deferves the name, was prolonged for five hours ; till Lambert, fatigued, con
founded, brow-beaten, and abafhed, was at laft reduced to filence. The King 
then, returning to the charge, aiked him whether he was convinced ; and he 
propofed, as a concluding argument, this interefting queftion, whether he was 
refolved to live or die? Lambert, who poffeffed t~at courage which confifts in 
obainacy, replied, that he caft. himfelf wholly on hi~ majefty's clemency : The 
King told him, that he would be no proteCtor of heretics ; and therefore, if that 
was his final anfwer, he mufl: expeCt to be committed to the flames. Cron1weJ, 
as vicegerent, read rhe fentence againfr him *. 

LAMBERT, whofe vanity had probably incited him the more to perfevere on 
account of the greatnefs of this public appearance, was not daunted by the ter
rors of that punifhment, to which he was condemned. His executioners took 
care to make the fuffe1ings of a man who had perfonally oppofed the King, as 
cruel as poffible : He was burned at a flow fire ; his legs and thighs were con
fumed to the frumps ; and when there appeared no end of his tortur s, fome of 
the guards, more me1ciful than the reft, 1ifted him on their halberts, and threw 
him into the flames, where he was confumed. While they were employed in this 

• Collier, in hi5 Ecclefiaflical H il:ory, vol. ii. p. 15 z, has preferved an acconnt which Cromwel 

gave of this conference, in a letter to Sir 1 homas Wyat, the King's ambaffador m Germany. "The 
" King's rnajelly," fays Cromwel, " for the reverence of the holy facrament f the altar, did fit 

" openly in his hall, and there pr 'fi,ied at th"' difputativn, procefs and judgment of a miferable here

" tic facrarnentary, who was bur11ed the 20th of November. It was a wonder to fee how princely, 

" with how ex client gr:l\ ity, and indt mab'e majeily his highnefs exercifed th ere the very office of 

" fupreme head of the cliurc:1 of En~Ja.-Jd. How benignly h :s grace effayed to convert the miferable 

'' man: How frrong anJ .. 1anifcil: 1eafons his hi, hncfs alledged againil him. I \'l:ifh the princes and 

" potentates of Cl.rifiendom to have had a meet place to have feen i·. Undoubtedly they fbould have 

" much marvelled at his majcfiy's m oil high wifdom :1nd judgment, and reputed him no otherwife 

" after the fawe, than in a ma'nner the mirror and light of all other Kings and princes in Chriften

" dom.'' It Wati by fuch flatteries, that Henry was engaged to make his fentiments the frandard to 

all mankind; and was determined to entorce, by the fevereft penalties, his jlro11g and m.,;tzifeji reafons 
for tranfubfiantiation. 

I friendly 



H E N R Y VIII. 

friendly office, he cried aloud feveral times, None but Chri.ft, none but Clrifl; Chap. VI. 

and thefe words were in his mouth w he~ he expired +. 15 38. 

SoME few days before this execution, four Dutch anabaptifl:s, three men and a 

woman, had faggots tied to their backs at Paul's crofs ; and were burned in that 

manner. And a man and a woman of the fame feet and country, were burned in 

Smithfield t· 
IT was the unhappy fituation of the En·gli!h, during that age, that when they 15 39• 

laboured under any grievance, they had not the fatisfaB:ion of expecting redrefs 

from Parliament: On the contrary, they had reafon to dread each meeting of 

that afrembly, and were then fure of having tyranny converted into law, and ag

gravated, perhaps, with fome circumftance, which the arbitrary prince and his 
miniil:ers had not hitherto devifed, or did not think proper, of themfelves, to 

carry into execution. This abjett fervi1ity never more eminently appeared than A Parliament. 

in a new Parliament, which the King now affembled, and which, if he had been 8 hA .
1 

fo pleafed, might have been the lafl: that ever fat in England. But he found them 
2 

t pn • 

too ufeful infiruments of dominion ever to entertain thoughts of giving them a 

total exclufion. 
THE chancellor opened the Parliament by informing the houfe of Lords, that 

it was his majefty's earnefl: defire, to extirpate from his kingdom all diverfity of 

opinions with regard to religion ; and as this enterprize was difficult and impor

tant, he defired them to chufe a committee among themfelves, who might frame 

certain articles, and communicate them afterwards to the Parliament. The lords 

named the vicar-general, Cromwel, now created a peer, the archbifbops of Can
terbury and York, the bifhops of Durham, Carlifle, Worcefter, Bath and \Velis, 

Bagor, and Ely. The houfe might have feen what a hopeful tafk they were 

undertaking: This fmall committee irfelf was agitated with fuch diverfity of opi

nions, that it could come to no conclufion. The duke of Norfolk then moved 

in the houfe, that, fince there were no hopes of having a report from the com

nlittee, the articles of faith, propofed to be eftablifhed, fhould be reduced to fix; 

and new corn mittees be appointed to frame an aCt with regard to them~ As this 

peer was underftood to fpeak the King's mind, his mot on w(1s immediately af

fented to; and, after a fhort prorogation, the bill of the fix articles, or the bloody 

bill, as the proteftants juftly termed it, was introduced, and having paffed the two 

houfes, had the King's affent affixed to it. 
IN this law, the real prefence was eftablifhed, the communion in one kind, 1 £ 1 

f h ft
. .

1
. f . aw o t 1e 

.. the perpetual obligation of vows o c a 1ty, the ut1 1ty o pnvate malfes, the fix articles 

t Fox's Acts and monuments, p. 427. Burnet. t Sto\\'e, p. 55 6. 
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Chap. VI. celi-bacy of the clergy, the neceffity of auricular confeffion. The denial of the 
1539. firft article, with regard to the real prefence, fubjeCl:ed the perfon to death by 

fire, and to the fame forfeiture as in cafes of treafon ; and admitted not the pri
vilege of abjuring: An unheard of feverity, and unknown to the inquifition it
felf. The denial of any of the other five articles, even tho' recanted, WctS pu

nifhable by the forfeiture of goods and chattels, and imprifonment durina the 
. b 

King's pleafure: An obftinate adherence to error, or a relapfe, was adjud5ed to 
be felony, and puniihable with death. The marriage of priefts was fubjed:ed to 
the fame punifhment : T'heir commerce with w01nen, for the firft offence, was 
forfeiture and imprifonment; for the fecond, death. Abftainir.g from confef
fion, and from receiving the eucharift at the accuftomed times, fubjetl:ed the 
perfon to fine and imprifonment during the King's pleafure; and if the crimi
nal perfevered after conviction, he was punifhable by death and torfeiture, as in 
cafes of felony *. Commiffioners were to be appointed by the King, for enquir
ing into thefe herefies and irregular praCtices, and the criminals were to be tried 
by a jury. 

THE King, in framing this law, laid his oppreffive hand on both parties ; 
and even the Catholics had reafon to complain, that the friars and nuns, tho' dif
miffed their convent, fhould be capricioufly reftrained to the praftict of celibacy t: 
But as the proteftants were chiefly expofed to the feverity of the act, the mifery 
of adverfaries, accord ng to the ufual maxims of party, was regarded by the 
adherents to the antient religion, as their own profperity and triumph. Cranw 

mer had the courage to oppofe this bill in the houfe ; and tho' the King defired 
him to abfent himfelf, he could not be prevailed on to give this proof of com
pliance :1:· Henry was accuflomed to Cranmer's freedom and .fincerity; and being 
convinced of the gt"neral rectitude of his intentions, gave him an unufual indul
gence in that particular, and never allowed even a whifper againft him. That pre
late, however, was now opliged, in obedience to the Hatute, to diCmifs h1s wife, 
the niece of Ofiander, a famous divine of N uremburgh 11 ; and Henry, fatisfied 
with this proof of fubmiffion, !bowed him his former countenance and favour. 
Latimer and Shaxton threw up their biihoprics, on account of this law, and were 
.committed to prifon. 

,. 31 Hen. VIII. c. q.. Herbert in Ken net, p. 2 I 9· 
t There is a fiory, that the duke of Norfolk, meeting, foon after this .:Cl: was paffed, one of his 

chaplains, who was fufpcB:ed of favouring the reformation, faid to him. '' I\ow, Sir, what think you 
" of the law to hinder p iefis from having wives?" " Yes, my lc,rd,'' repl1es tl1e chaplain, " you 
" have done that; but I will anfwer for it, you cannot hinder men's wives from having priefis." 

:J: Burnet, vol. i. p. 249, 270. Fox, vol. ii. p. 103 7· 11 Herbert in Kennet, p. z 19• 

THE 
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THE Parliament having thus re!igned all their ecclefiafticalliberties, proceeded Chap. vr. 
to an entire furrender of their civil; and without fcruple or deliberation they 1539· 

made by one aB: a total fubverfion of the Engli!h conftitution. They gave to ~~~~1~~~~ . 
the King's proclamations the fame force as to a fiatute enacted by Parliament ; equlll to la•m. 

and to render the matter worfe, if poffible, they framed this law as if it were 
only declarative, and were intended to explain the natural extent of the regal 
authority. The preamble contains, that the King had formerly fet forth feveral 
proclamations, which froward perfons ha<l wilfully contemned, not confidering 
what a King by his royal power may do; that this licence might encourage offen-
ders not only to difobey the laws of Almighty God, but alfo to difi1onour the 
King's mofl: royal majefty, who may full ill bear it; that fudden emergencies 
often occur, which require fpeedy remedies, and canno await the flow affem-
bling and deliberations .of Parliament; and that, tho' the King was empowered, 
by his authority, derived from God, to confult the public good on thefe occafi-
ons, yet the oppofition of refractory fubjects might pu!h h,im to extremity and 
violence: For thefe reafons, the Parliament, that they might remove all occa-
fion of doubt, afcertained by a ftatute this prerogative of the crown, and en-
abled his majefl:y, with the advice of his council, to fet forth rroclamations, en· 
joining obedience under what ever pains and penalties he lhall think proper: And 
thefe proclamations were to have the force of perpetual laws *. 

WHAT fhows either a ftupid or wilful b1indnefs of the Parliament is, that they 
pretended, even after this ftatute, to maintain fome limitations in the government; 
and they enacted that no proclamation lhould deprive any perfon of his lawful ~ 
poffcffions, liberties, inheritances, privileges, franchifes; nor yet infringe any 
common law or laudable cuftom of the realm. They confidered not, that no 
pains could be infliCted on the difobedience of proclamations, without invading 
fome liberty or property of the fubjecr ; and that the power of enacting new 
laws, joined to the difpenfing power, then exercifed by the crown, amounted to 
a full'"legiilative authority. It is true, the Kings of England had been always ac
cuftomed, from their own authority, to iffue proclamations, and to exact obedi
ence to them ; and this prerogative was, no doubt, a ftrong fymptom of abfo
Iute government: But frill there was a difference between a po'-ver, ·which was 
exercifed on a particular emergence, and which mufl: be j'lfiified by the prefer.c 
expediency or neceffity; and an authority conferred by a pofitive fratute, which 
could no longer admit of controul or limitation. 

CouLD any act be more oppofite to the fpirit of liberty than this Jaw, it would Sctdeme.-~ of 

have been another of the fame parliament. They paffed attainders, not only the fucc~fiJOn. 
• 31 Hen. VIII. c. 8. 

JoL. IlL I-I h 
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againft the Marquefs of Exeter, the Lords Montacute, Darcy, Huffey, and others~ 
who had been legally tried and condemned ; but alfo againft fome perfons, of 
the higheft quality, who had never been accufed, or examined, or conviB:ed. 
The violent hatred, which Henry bore to cardinal Pole, had extended itfelf to 
all his friends and relations; and his mother in particular the countefs of Salif
bury, had, on that account, become extremely obnoxious to him. She was alfo 
accufed of having employed her authority with her tenants, to hinder them from 
perufing the new tranflation of the Bible ; of having procured bulls from Rome, 
which, 'tis [ani, were found at Coudray, her country feat; of having kept a cor
refpondence with her fon, the cardinal: But Henry found, either that thefe of- . 

fences could not be proved, or that they would not by law be fubject to fuch fe- 

vere puniihment as he defired to mfliCl: upon her. He*refolved, therefore, to pro
ceed againfl: her in a more fummary and 1nore tyrannical manner; and for that 
purpofe, he fent Crom wel, who was but too obfequious to his will, to demand 
of the judges,_ whether the Parliament could attaint a perfon, who was forth- 
coming, without giving him any trial, or citing him to appear before them * .. 
The judges replied, that it was a dangerous quefi:ion, and that the high court 
of Parliament ought to give examples to inferior courts of proceeding according· 
to.juftice: No inferior court could aCt in that arbitrary manner, and they thought 

that the parliament never would. Being preffed to give a. more explicit anfwer, 
they replied, that, if a perfon were attainted in that manner, the attainder could 
never af[er be brought in quefi.ion, but mufl: remain good in law. Henry learned 
by this decifion, that fuch a method of proceeding, tho' directly contrary to all 

the principles of equity, was yet practicable; and this being all he was anxious to , 

know, he refolved to employ it againft the countefs of Salifbury. Cromwel 
fl1owed to the houfe of peers a banner, on which were embroidered the five wounds 
of Chrift, the fymbol, chofen by the northern rebels ; and this banner, he af
firmed, was found in. the Countefs's houfe t. No other proof feems to have been . 

produced, in order to afcertain her guilt: The Parliament, without farther en
quiry, paffed a bill of attainder againfl: her ; and they involved in the fame act; 

without any better proof, as far as appears, G{:rtrude Marchionefs of Exeter, Sir·· 
Adrian Fortefcue, and Sir Thomas Dingley. Thefe two gentlemen were exe- . 
cuted: The n1archionefs was pardoned, and·furvived the King; the countefs re~, 

ceived a reprieve. 
THE only beneficial aB:, paffed this feffion was that by which the parliament·· 

confirmed the furrender of the monafi:eries; and yet even this aCt contains much 
faHhood, much tyranny., and were it not that all private rights muft fubmit to 

~ Coke's 4th Inft. P• 37, 38. t Rymer, xiv. 65 z~ 
public 
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public intereft, much injuftice and iniquity. The fcheme of engaging the abbots 
to make a furrender of their monafteries had been conducted, as may eafily be 
imagined, with many invidious circumftances : Arts of all kinds had been em
ployed ; every motive, that could work on the frailty of human nature, had 
been fet before them ; and it was with great difficulty that thefe dignified conven
tuals were brought to a conceffion, which moft of them regarded as deftruB:ive 
of their interefrs, as well as facrilegious and criminal in itfelf *. Three abbots 
had !hown more conftancy than the reft, the abbots of Colchefter, Reading, 
and Glaftenbury ; and in order to punilh them for their oppofition, and make 
them an example to others, means had been found to conviCt them of treafon .; 
they had perilhed by the hands of the executioner, and the revenues of the con
vents had been forfeited t. Befides, tho' none of thefe violences had had place, 
the King knew, that a iurrender made by men, who were only tenants for life, 
would not bear examination; and he was therefore refolved to make all fur by 
his ufual expedient, an act of parliament. In the preamble to this act the par
liament afferts, that all the furrenders, made by the abbots, had been, " without 
'' conftraint, of their own accord, and according to the due courfe of common 
" law." And in confequence, the parliament confirms the furrenders, and afcer-: 
tains the property of the abbey lands to the King and his fucceffors for ever t· 
It is remarkable, that all the mitred abbots frill fat in the houfe of peers; and that 
none of them made any protefi:ation againft this ftatute. 

IN this feffion, the rank of all the great officers of ftate was fixeo : Cromwd, 
as vicegerent, had the precedency affigned him above all of them. I~ was thought 
ftngular, that a black-fmith's fon, for he was no other, fhould have place -next 
.the royal family; and that a man poffeffed of no manner of literature, fhould be 
fet at the head of the church. 

As foon as the aB: of the fix articles had paffed, the Catholics were extremely 
vigilant to inform againft offenders; and no lefs than five hundred perfons were 
in a little time thrown into prifon. But Cromwel, who had not had intereft 
enough to prevent that aB:, was able, for the prefent, to elude its execution. 
Seconded by the Duke· of Suffolk, and lord chancellor Audley, as well as Cranmer, 
he remonftrated againft the cruelty of puniiliing fo many delinquents ; and he 
·Obtained permiffion to fet them at liberty. The uncertainty of the King's humout 
gave each party an -opportunity of triumphing in its turn. No fooner had Henry 
paffed this law, which feemed to give fo deep a wound to the reformers, than he 
.granted a general permiffion, for every one to have the new tranfiation of the 

• Collier, vol. ii. p. 15 8. & feq. t 31 H. 8. c. 10~ 
H h 2 
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Chap. vr. ~ Bible m his family : A conceffion regarded by that party, as a m oft important 
1 53 6• viCtory. 

Henry's pro- BuT as Henry was obferved to be much governed by his wives, while he re-
jects of mar- rained his fondnefs for them, the final prevalence of either party, feemed to deriage. 

pend much on the choice of the future ~een. Immediately after the death of 
J ane Seymour, the moft beloved of all his wives, he began to think of a new mar
riage. He firfr caft his eye on the dutchefs dowager of Milan, niece of the Ern
peror ; and he made propofals for that alliance. But meeting with difficulties in 
this defign, he was carried, by his friend!hip for Francis, rather to think of a .. 
French princefs. He demanded the dutchefs dowager of Longueville, daughter of 
the Duke of Guife, a prince of the houfe of Lorraine ; but Francis told him, that 
that lady was already betrothed to the King of Scotland. The King, however, 
would not take a repulfe: He had fct his heart extremely on the match : The 
information, which he had received, of the dutchefs's accomplifhments and beauty, 
had prepoffeffed him in her favour; and having privately fent over Meautys to 
examine her perfon, and get certain intelligence of her conduct, the accounts, which 
that agent bro-ught him, ferved farther to inflame his defires. He learned,. 
that £he was big made ; and he thought her, on that account, the more proper 
match for him, who was now become fomewhat corpulent. The pleafure too of 
Jnortifying his nephew, whom he did not love, was a farther incitement to his 
profecution of this match ; and he infill:ed, that Francis Jbould give him the pre
ference to the King of Scots. But Francis, tho' fenfible that the alliance of Eng
land was of much greater importance to his interefr, would not affront his friend 
and ally; and to prevent farther felicitations, he immediately fent the Princefs to 
Scotland. Not to fhock, however, Henry's humour, Francis made him an oBer 
of Mary of Bourbon, daughter of the duke ofVendome; but as the King was in
formed, that James had formerly rejtCl:ed this Princefs, he would not hear any 
farther of fuch a propofal. The French monarch then offered him the choice 
of the two young fifters of the new ~een of Scots ; and he affured him, that 
they were nowife inferior either in merit or fize to their elder fifter, and that one 
of them was even fuperior in beauty. The King was as fcrupulous wi~h regard 
to the perfon of his wives, as if his heart had been really fufceptible of a deli
cate paffion; ,and he was unwilling to truft any relations, or even picture~, with 
regard to this important particular. He propofed to Francis , that they fhould 
have a conference at Calais on ·pretence of buGnefs ; and that that monarch lhould 
bring along with him the two Ptinceifes of Guife, together with the fineft ladies. 
of quality in France, that he might make a choice among them. But the gal
Jant fpirit of Francis was !hocked with this propofal , and he ~as impreffed with 

too 
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too much regard, he faid, for the fair fex, to carry ladies of the fir!l: quality, like CJ1ap. VI. 
geldings to a market, there to be chofen or rejeCted by the ~umour of the mer- 1539· -

chant •. Henry would hearken to none of thefe niceties, but fl:ill infift~d on his 
propofal ; which, however, notwit~ftanding Francis's earnefr defire of continuing 
a good correfpondence with him, was finally rejtB:ed. 

THE King began then to turn hi:1 though~s towards a German alliance; and as . 
the princes of the Smalcaldic league were extremely difgufted againfl: the Emperor 
on account of the perfecution of their rt-ligion, he hoped, by matching himfdfinto, 
one of their families, to renew an amity, which he regarded as fo llh{ul to him. 
Cromwel joyfully feconded this intention ; and propored to hir11 Anne of Cleves, 
whofe father, the duke of that name, had great intereft among the Lutheran prin
ces, and whofe fifter, Sibylla, was married to the elector of Saxony, the head of 
the proteftant alliance. A flattering piEture, drawn for thr-> Princefs by Hans 
Holben, determined Henry to apply to her father ; and after fame negoti.ttions, 
the marriage, notwithftanding the oppofition of the elector of Saxony, was at I art He marries . 
concluded; and the Princefs was fent over to England. The King, impatient ~nne of 

to be fatisfied with regard to the perfon of his bride, came privately to Rochefrer, lcv.:s,. 

and got a fight of her. He found her big, indee~..l, and tall, as he could wifh; 
but utterly devoid both of beauty and grace; very unlike the pictures and re
prefentations, which he had received : He fwore !he was a great Flanders- mare; 
and declared, that he never could poffibly bear her any. affection. The matter, 
was worfe, when he found, that !he could fpeak no language but Dutch, of which 
he was entirely ignorant ; and that the charms of her converfation were not like! y 
to compenfate for the homelinefs of her perfon. He returned to Greenwich. 
very n1elancholy ; and much lamented his hard fate to Cromwel, as well as to n:flikeE her ... 
Lord Ruifel, Sir Anthony Brown, and Sir Anthony Denny.. This laft gentle-
n1an, in order to give him comfort, told him, rhat his misfortune was common to 
Kings, who could_ not, like private perfons, choofe for themfel ves; but muft re-: 
ceive their wives from the judgment and fJncy of othersr 

l?:' was the. fubjttl of debate among the Kir g's counfellors, whether the mar• ~ 
riage could not yet be broke; and the Princefs be fent back to her own country. 
Henry's firuati ·Jn f.. emed at that time v.ery criticaL After the ten years truce, 
concluded bttween the Emperor and the King of France, a good undedbnding ~ 
feen~ed to have t :.t ken olace berwe~n thefe rival monarchs; and fuch marks of unicn 

' 
appeared, as ga ~ c great jtaloufy to the court of England. The Ernperor, "vho 
knew the generous n.~ture of rancis, even put a confidence in him, which is rare, 
to that egree, among grftat princes. An infurreetion had beep raifeo in the Lo.w 

• Le Grand, vol. ii_i. p. 638 • . 
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Countries by the inhabitants of Ghent, and feemed to threaten the moft danger· 
\Chap. VI. d h r 

,1
539

. ~ ous confquences. Charles, who refi ed at t at time in Spain, re1olved to go in 
·perfon to Flanders, in order to appeafe thefe diforders; but he found great difficulties 
in contriving the manner of his paffage thither. The road by Italy and Germany 
was tediotls : The voyage thro' the Channel dangerous, by reafon of the Englifi1 
naval power: He ~fked Francis's permiffion to pafs thro' his dominions; and he 

.entrufted himfelf into the hands of a rival, whom he had fo mortally offended. 
'fhe French mon-arch received him at Paris, with great magnificence and cour
tefy ; and tho' prompted both by revenge and interefis, as well as by the advice 
of his miftrefs and favourites, to make advantage of the prefent opportunity, 
he conduCted the emperor fafely out of his dominions i and would not fo much 
.as fpeak. to him of bufinefs during his abode in France, left his demands fhould 

bear the air of violence upon his royal gueft. 
HENRY, who was informed of all thefe particulars, believed that an entire 

.and cordial union had taken place between thefe two great monarchs ; and that 
their religious zeal might prompt them to fall with combined arms upon Eng
land *. An alliance with the German princes feemed now, more than ever, re-
·q uiGte for his interefi and fafety ; and he knew, that, if he fent back the Prin
cefs of Cleves, fuch an affront would be highly refented by her friends and fa
n1ily. l-Ie was .therefore refolved, notwithftanding his averfion to her, to com
.plen! the marriage; a~d he told Cromwel, that, fince matters had gone fo far, 

!!34o. he muft put his neck into the yoke. Cromwel, who knew how much his own 
"6th January. :intereft was concerned in this affair, was very anxious to learn from the King, 

next morning after the marriage, whether he now liked his fpoufe any better. 
The King told him that he hated her worfe than ever ; and that her perfon 
was more lothfome on a near approach : He was refol ved never to meddle with 
her; and even fufpeEted her not to be a true maid: A point, about which he 
:had entertained an extreme delicacy. He continued however to be civil to An ne • 
he even feemed to repofe his ufual confidence in Cromwel ; but tho' he exerted 
;this command over his temper, a difcontent lay lurking in his breaft, and was 
-ready to burft out on the firfr opportunity . 

.-rz Aplil. A sESSION of Parliament was held ; and none of the abbots were now allowed 

.A Parliament. a p1ace in the houfe of peers. The King, by the mouth of the chancellor, corn- . 
plained to the Parliament of the great diverfity of religions, which frill pre
vailed among his fubjeets: A grievance, he faid, which ought the lefs to be en
·dured ; becaufe the fcriptures were now publifhed n Englifh, and ought uni
;v.erfally to be the ftandard of belief to all mankind. But he had appointed, he 

~ Stowe, p. 579• 
faid, 
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faid, fome bilhops and divines to draw up a lift of tenets, to which his people 
were to affent; and he was determined, that Chrift, the doCl:rine of Chrift, and 
the truth 1hould have the victory. The King feems to have expected more effect 
in afcertaining truth, from this new book of his doctors, than had enfued from. 
the publication of the fcriptures. Cron1wel, as vicar-general, made alfo in the · 
King's name a fpeech to the upper houfe ; and the peers, in return, beftowed 
fuch flattery on him, that they faid he was worthy, by his defert, to be vicar-ge· 
neral of the univerfe. That minifter feemed to be no lefs in his m after's good : 
graces : He received, foon after the fitting of the Parliament, the title of Earl~ 
of Eifex, and was infi:alled knight of the garter. 

THERE remained only one religious order in England; the knights of St. John, 
of Jerufalem, or the knights of Malta, as they are commonly called. This or
der, partly ecclefiaftical, partly military, had, by their valour, done great fer
vice to Cllrifl:endom ; and had very much retarded, at Jcrufalem, Rhodes, and 
Malta, the rapid progrefs of the· barbarians. During the general furrender of · 
the religious houfes in England, they had exerted their fpirits, and had obfti
nately refufed to .yield up their revenues to the King; and Henry, who would ~ 
endure no fociety that profeifed obedience to the pope, was obliged to have re
courfe to the Parliament for the diifolution of this order. Their revenues were 
large; and formed . an addition nowife contemptible to the many acquifitionst . 
which the King had already made. But he had very ill hufbanded the great ( 
revenue obtained by the plunder of the church : His profufe generofity difii
pated. fafter than his rapacity could fupply; and the parliament were furprizcd . 
this feffion to find a new demand made upon them o£ four tenths and a fubfidy · 
of one Chilling in the pound during two years: So ill were the people's crpec
tations anfwered, that the crown was never more to require any fupply from the 
people. The commons tho' lavifh of their · liberty, and of the blood .of their 
fellow fubjects, were extremely frugal of their money; and it was not without · 
difficulty ·that that grant could be obtained by this abfolute and dreaded monarch. 
The convocation gave the King four fhillings in the pound to be levied in two 
years. The pretex~ for thefe grants was the great expence, which Henry had. 
been put to for the d~fence of the nation, in building forts along th" fea conH; and : 
ia equipping a navy. As he had at prefent no ally on the continent, in whom he . 
repofed much confidence, he relied only on his omeftic ftrength, and was on th ::t 
account obliged to be more expenfive in bis preparations ag.1ini1: the dangers of an . 
invafion. 

THE' King's favour to Cromwe], and his acquiefcence in the marri.1g of A r ne -

of CJev:es, were both of them deceitful appearances : His averfion eo the Queen . 
fec.:-etlyi 

Chap. vr ... 
1540•'· 
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~Chap. VI. fecretly encreafed every day; and having at laft broke all reftraint, ic prompted 
1 ' 5 4 ~· him at once to feek the diifolution of a marriage fo odious to him, and to in· 

,Fallot Crom- • . • . h h d b h h f . Th c 11 f C l well. volve his mtmfier 1n nun, w o a een t e aut or o It. e 1a o romwe 
was hafiened by other caufes. All the nobility hated a man, who, being of fuch 
a bafe extraction, had not only tnounted above them by his ftation of vicar-ge
neral, but had engroffed many of the other confiderable offices of the kingdom : 
Befides that commiffion, which gave him a high, and almoft abfolute authority 
Dver the clergy, and. even over the laity, he was Lord privy-feal Lord cham
berlain, and Ma(ter of the wards: He had alfo obtained the order of the garter, 
a dignity which had ever been conferred only on men of the moft illuftrious fa
milies, and which feemed to be profaned by its being communicated to fo mean a 
perlon. The people were averfe to him, as the fuppofed author of the violences on 
-the n1onrrfteries ; efrablifhments, which were fiill revered and beloved by the 
commonalty. The catholics regarded him as the concealed enemy of their reli
gion : The proteftants, obferving his exterior concurrence with all tl1e perfecu
tions exercifed againfi them, were inclined to bear him as little favour ; and re
·proached him with the timidity, if not treachery, of his conducr. And the King, 
who found, that great clamours had on all hands arifen againfr the adminiftra. 
tion, was not difpleafed to throw on Cromwel the load of public hatred; and 
he hoped, by fo eafy a facrifice, to regain the affections of his fubjech. 

BuT there was another caufe, which fuddenly fct all thefe motives in action, 
.and brought about an unexpeCted revolution in the minii1ry. The King had 
fixed his affection on Catherine Howard, niece to the Duke of Norfolk ; and be· 
ing determined to gratify this new paffion, he could find no other expedient but by 
procuring a divorce from his prefent confort, to raife Catherine to his bed and 
throne. The Duke, who had long been engaged in enmity with Cromwel, made 
the fame ufe of her infinuations, to ruin the mini!l:er, that he had formerly 
done of Anne Boleyn's againft Wolfey: And wheii all engines were prepared, he 
obtained a commiffion from the King, to arreft Cromwel at the council-board 
on the accufation of high-treafon, and to commi.t him to the Tower. Immediately 
after, a bill of attainder was framed againfl: him; and the houfe of peers thought 
proper, without trial, examination, or evidence, to condemn to death a man, 
whom, a few days before, they had declared worthy to be vicar-general of the 
univerfe. The houfe of commons paffed the bill, tho' not without fome oppo
fition. Cromwel was accufed of herefy and treafon ; but the in!l:ances of his 
treafonabl,e praCtices are utterly improbable, or even abfolutely ridiculous*. The 
only circumfl:ance of his conduct, by which he feems to h"'ve merited this fate, 

• Burn et, vol. i. p. 2 7 8. 
was 
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·was his being the infl:rument of the King's tyranny, in conducting like iniquitous Chap. Vf. 
bills, in the former feffion, againft the countefs of Salifbury and others. 

1
5 40

• 

CROMWEL endeavoured to foften the King by the moft humble fupplications; 
but all to no purpofe: It was not the practice of that Prince to ruin his minifters 
and favourites by halves; and tho' the unhappy prifoner wrote once in fo moving 
a ftrain as even to draw tears from his eyes, he hardened himfelf againft all move
n1ents of pity, and refufed his pardon. The conclufion of Cromwel's letter ran 
in thefe words. " I a moft woful prifoner, am ready to fubmit to death when 
" it fhall pleafe God and your majefty ; and yet the frail flefh incites me to call 
" to your grace for mercy and pardon of mine offences. Written at the Tower 
'' with the heavy heart and trembling hand of your highnefs's moft miferable 
<c prifoner and poor flave, Thomas Cromwel." And a little below, " M oft 
'' ·gracious Prince, I cry for mercy, mercy, mercy.''* When brought to exe- 2~th July. 

. h 'd d 11 ft 1l. • f h' . d fl 1 . Hts execu-·CUtiOn, e avot e a earne proteuatwns o 1s mnocence, an a comp amts tion. 
again!l: the fentence pronounced upon him. He knew that Henry would refent 
on his fon thefe fymptoms of oppofition to his will, and that his death alone 
would not terminate that monarch's vengeance. He was a man of prudence, 
induftry, and ability; worthy of a better m after and of a better fate. Tho' 
raifed to the fummit of power from a very low origin, he betrayed no info]ence 
or contempt of his inferiors ; ~nd was careful to remember. all the obligations, 
which, during his lower fortune, he had owed to any one. He had ferved as a 
private fentinel in the Italian wars, where he received fome good offices from a 
Lucquefe merchant, who had entirely forgot his perfon, as well as the fervice, which 
he had rendered him. Cromwel, in his grandeur, happened, at London, to caft 
his eye on his benefaB:or, now reduced to poverty, by misfortunes. He immedi
ately fent for him, put him in mind of their antient friend!hip, and by his grate-
ful affiftance, re-inflated him in his former profperous circumftances t. 

THE meafures for divorcing the King from Anne of Cleves, were carried on King's di-
at the fame time with the bill of attainder againft Cromwel. The houfe of Avorce frfom 

nne o 
peers, in conjunCtion with the commons, applied to him by petition, defiring Clcves. 

that he would allow his marriage to be examined ; and orders were immediately 
given to by the matter before the convocatioiJ. Anne had been formerly con
tracted by her father to the Duke of Lorrain ; but fhe, as well as the Duke, were 
at that time under age, and the contract had been afterwards annulled by the 
confent of both parties. The King, however, pleaded this contraCt: as a ground 
of divorce ; anc1 he added two reafons more, which may feem a little extraor-
dinary ; that, when he efpoufed Anne, he had not inwardly given his confent, 

• Burnet, vol. i. p. zS I, 282. t Burnet, vol. i. p. 172. 
VoL.III. Ii and 
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and that he had not thought proper to confummate the marriage. The convoca· 
tion were fatisfied with t 11efe reafons, and folemnly annulled the marriage between 

the Ki1 g and ~een : The Parliament _ratified the decifion of the clergy * ; and 

the fentence was foon after notified to that princefs. 

ANN E was blefl: with a happy infenfibility of temper, even in the points which 

the mofr · nearly affect her [ex ; and the King's averfion towards her, as well as 

his p: of~cution of the divorce, had never given her the leaft uneafinefs. She 

willing y hearkened to terms of compofition with him ; and whtn he offered to 

adopt her as his fifter, to give her place next the ~een, and his own daughter, 
and to make a fettlement of three thoufand pounds a year upon her ; fhe accepted 

of the conditions, and gave her confent to the divorce t. She even wrote to her 

brother, (for her father was dead) that £he had been very well uf~d in England, 
and defired h_im to live in good terms v/th the King. The only inftance of pride 

which fhe betrayed was, that fhe refufed to return into her own countiy after the 

affront which fhe had received ; and fhe lived and died in England. 

N OTWI THST AND IN o Anne's moderation, this incident produced a great cold

nefs between the King and the German princes ; but as the fituation of Europe 
was now much altered, Henry was the more indifferent about their refentment. The 

clofe intimacy which had taken place between Francis and Charles, had fubfifl:ed 

during a very fhort time: The diffimilarity of their characters foon renewed, with 

greater violence than ever, their former jealoufy and hatred. \Vhile Charles re

Inained at Paris, Francis had been imprudently engaged, by his open temper, 

and by that fatisfatl:ion which a noble mind naturally feels in performing generous 
actions, to make fome very dangerous confidences to that interefted monarch ; 

and having now loft all fufpicion of his rival, he hoped, that the emperor and ~ 
he, fupporting each other, might neglect every other alliance. He not only 
communicated to his gueft the ftate of his negociations with Sultan Solyman and 
the V enetians : He alfo laid open the felicitations which he had rectived fron1 

• To fhow how much Henry fpottcd with law and common fenfe ; how fervilely the Pariiarnent 

followed all his caprices; and how much both of them were loft to a11 fentiment of fh me; an aft was 

paffed this fcffion, declaring, t 1at a precontraft fhould be no ground of annulling a marriage; as if 
that pretext had not been made u[e of both in the c fe of Anne Boleyn and Anne of Cleves. But the 

King's intention in this law is faid to be a dcfign of reftcring the princtfs Elizabeth to her right of 1 -

gitim.tcy ; and it was his charaCter never to look farther th~n the prefent objecr, without regarding 

the inconfiilency of his cor.duet. The Pa•liarnent made it high treafon to deny the diifolution ~of 
Henry's r.1arriage with Anne of Clevef. Herber~. 

t Herbert, p. 458, 459• 
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the court of England, to enter into a confederacy againft him *. Charles had no Chap. VI. 

fooner reached his own dominions, than he ihewed himfelf unworthy of the 154°· 
friendly r ... ception which he had met with. He flatly refufed to execute his pro-
mife, and put the duke of Orleans in po!feffion of the Milanefe: 1-Je informed So-
lyman, and the fenate of Venice, of the treatment which they had received from 
their ally: And he took care that Henry O;ould not be ignorant how willingly 
Francis had abandoned his ancient friend, to whom he owed fuch important ob
ligations, and had facrifi.ced him to a new confederate : He even poifoned and 
mifreprefented many things, which the unfufpeB:ing heart of the French monarch 
had difclofLd to him. Had Henry po!fdfed true judgment anci generofity, this 
incident alone had been fufficient to guide him in the choice of his allies. But· his . 
domin ering pride carried hi.m immediately to renounce the friendfhip of Francis, 
who had fo unexpeBedly'given the emperor the preference: And as Charles invit-
ed him to a renewal of ancient amity, he willingly accepted the offer; and thinking 
himfelf fecure in this alliance, he neglected the friendfhip both of France and of 
the German princes. 

THE new turn which Henry had taken with regard to foreign affairs, was ex
tremely agreeable to his catholic fubjects; and as it had perhaps contributed, 
among other reafons, to the ruin of Cromwel, it made th m ntertain hopes 8rh Auguft. 

of- a final prevalence over their antagonifts. The marriage of the King with H •s marnag~ 
Catherine Howard, which followed foon after his divorce from Anne of Cleves, wlt h C ache-

c. bl . "d . r. rine Howard. was alfo regarded as a very 1avoura e mc1 ent to thetr cau LL~; and the fubfe-
quent events correfponded perfectly to their expeCtations. The King's councils 
being now directed by Norfolk and Gardiner, a furious perfecution commenc d 
againfr the proteftants; and t~e law of the fix articles was executed wi th rigour. 
Dr. B. r H s, who had been the caufe of Lambert's execution, felt, in his turn, 
the fever i•y of the perfecuting fpirit; and, by a bill which p lfed in parl~amenr, 
without trial, he was condemned to the flames, together with Jerome and Ger-
rard. l-Ie difcu{f-:-d theological queftions even at the fbke; and as the <iebate be. 
tween him and the fherifF, turned upon the invocation of faints, he faid , that he 
doubted whether the faints could pray for us ; but if they could, he hoped in 
half an hour, to be praying for the Iheriff and all the fp "'Ctators. He next en-
treated thc- fherilf to carry to the King his dying requefts, which he fondly ima-
gined would have authority with that monarch, who had fent him to the flake. 
The purport of his requefts was, that Henry, be fides repreffing fupedlitious ce-
remomes, fhould be extremely vigilant in preventing fornication and common 
fwearing t. 

* Pcre Dan"e1, Du Tillet. t Burnet vol. i, p. 298. Fox. 
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vV HIL E Henry was exerting this violence againft the proteflants, he (pared· 

not the Catholics who denied his fupremacy; and a foreigner, who was at that 

time in England, had reafon to fay, that thofe who were againft the pope were 

burned, and thofe who were for him were hanged*. The King even cifplayed, 

in an oflentatious manner, this tyrannical equity and impar-tiality, which reduced 

both parties to fubjeB:ion, and infufed terror into every breait Barnes, Gerrard, 

and Jerome had been carried to the place of execution on three hurdles ; and 

along with them there was placed on each hurdle a catholic, who was a]fo exe

cuted for his religion. Thefe Catholics were Abe], Fetherftone, and Powel, who 

declared, that the moft grievous part of their punifhment was the being coupled to 

fuch heretical mifcreants as fufftred with them t. 
THo' the fpirit of the Englifh feemed to be totally funk under the defpctic powe.r 

of I--Ienry, there appeared fome fymptoms of difcontent : An inconGderJble infur

reB:ion broke out in Yorkfhire, headed by Sir John Nevil; but it was foon fuppref.· 

fed, and Nevil, with the other ringleaders, was executed. 1"he rebels were fup

pofed to have been inftigated by the intrigues of cardinal Pole; and the King was in

ftantly determined to make the countefs of Salifbury, who lay under fentence of 

death, fuffer for her fon's offences. He crdered her to be carried to the place of 

execution, and this venerable matron maintained ftill, in the(e difl:refsful circum

ftances, the fpirit of that long race of monarchs from whom fhe was defcended :1:· 
She refufed to lay her head on the block, or fubmit to a fentence where 1be had 

received no trial. She told the executioner, that, if he would. have her head, he 

mufl: win it the beft way he could : And thus !baking her venerable grey locks, fhe 

ran about the fcaffoJd ; and the executioner followed her with his ax, aiming many 

fruitlefs blows at her neck, before he was able to give her the fatal !l:roke. Thus 

perifhed the laft of the line of Pbntagenet, which, with great glory, but ftill 

greater crimes and misfortunes, had governed England for the fpace of three hun

dred years. The lord Leonard Grey, a man who had formerly rendered great fer

vice to the crown, was alfo beheaded for treafon, foon after the countefs of SJlif

bury. \Ve know little of the grounds of his profecution. 

THE infurrection in the North engaged Henry to make a progrefs thither, in 

order to quiet the minds of his people, to reconcile them to his government, and 

to abolifh the ancient fuperftitions, to which thofe parts were much addicted. He 

had alfo another motive for this journey : He propofed to hold a conference at York 

with his nephew the King of Scotland, and, if poffible, to cement a clofe and in

di!foluble union with that kingdom. 

~ Fox2 vol. ii. p. 529. t Saunders de fchifm. AngJ. t Herbert, p. 468. 
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THE fame fpirit of religious innovation, which had feized the other parts of Chap. VI. 
Europe, had made its way into Scotland, and had begun, long before this Stat~~t:frairs . 
perio~..i, to excite the fame jealoufies, fears, and perfecutions. A bout the year in Scotland. 
15 2 7, Patrick I-Iamilton, a young man of a nob~e family, having been created 
abbot of Ferne, was fent abroad for his education ; but had fallen into company 
with fome reformers, and he returned into his own country very ill difpofed to-
wards that church, of which his birth and his n1erit entitled him to attain the 
highefl: honours. The ~ rvour of youth, and his zeal for novelty, made it 
impoffible for him to conceal his fentiments ; and CampbeJ, prior of the Domi-
nicans, who, under colour of friendfhip, and a fympathy in opinion, had infi-
nuated himfclf into his confidence, accufed him to Beaton, archbifhop of St. An-
drews. I--Iamilton was invited to Sr. Andrews, in order to maintain, with fome · 
of the clergy, a difpure concerning the controverted points; and after much rea
foning with regard to juftification, freewil1, original fin, and other topics of that 
nature, the conference ended with their condemning Hamilton to be burnt for his 
errors. The young man, who had been deaf to the infinuations of ambition, ~ 
was lefs likely to be 1haken with the fears of death, while he propofed to himfelf 
both the glory of bearing tefi:imony to the trut.h, and the immediate rewa~d at
tending his n1artyrdom. The people, who compaffionatecl his youth, his virtue · 
and his noble birth, were much moved with the confi:ancy of his end ; and an in
cident, which foon followed, frill more confirmed them in their favourable fenti- -
ments towards him. He cited Campbe1, who frill infulted him at the ftake, to an- -
fwer before the judgment feat of Chrift ; and as that perfecutor, either afi:onifhed 
with thefe events, or overcome with remorfe, or, perhaps, feized with a difi:em
per, foon after loft his fenfes, and fell into a fever, of which he died; the people 
egarded Hamilton as a prophet, as well as a martyr *. 

AMoNG the difciples converted by Hamilton, was one friar Forreft, who became · 
a zealous preacher ; and wh-·, tho' he did not openly difcover his fentiments, was 
fufpeeted to lean towards the new opinions. I-lis diocefan, the bifhop of DunkeJ, . 
enjoined him, when he met with a good epitl:le or good gofpe], which favoured 
the liberties of holy church, to preach on it, ·and let the reft alone . . Forreft an
fwered, that he had read both old and new teftament, and had not found an ill 
epiftle, or ill gofpel in any part of them. The extreme· attachment to the fcrip· 
tures was regarded in thofe days as a fure charaeteriftif of herefy; and Forrefi: was . 
foon after brought to his trial, and condemned to the flames. While the priefts . 
were deliberating on the place of l1is execution, .a by- fi:ander ad vifed them to burn j 

• Spotfwood's Hift. church of Scotland, p. 6z •. 
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Chap. vr. him in fame cellar: For that the fmoke of Mr. Patrick Hamilton had infeB:ed all 

154-1· thofe on whom it blew*. 
THE clergy were at that time reduced to great difficulties, not only in Scot

land, but all over Europe. As the reformers aimed at a total fubverfion of anci
ent eftablifhments, which they reprefented as idolatrous, impious, deteftable, the 

priefts, who found both their honours and properties at flake, thought that they 

had a right to refill, by every extremity, thefe dangerous invaders, and that the 

fame fimple principles of equity, which juH:ified a man in killing a pyrate or a 

robber, would acquit them for the execution of fuch heretics. A toleration, tho' 

it is never acceptable to ecclefiaf\:ic_s, might, they faid, be admitted in other 

cafes; but feemed an abfurdity where fundamentals were fhaken, and where the 

poffeffions, and even the fubfiltence of the efiabldhed c.ergy were brought in danger. 

But tho' the church was thus carried by policy, as well as inclination, to kindle 

the fires of perfecution, ~hey found the iuccefs of this rem~d y very precarious, 

and obferved, that the enthufi. ftic zeal of the reformers, inflamed by punifh

ment, was apt to prove very contagious on the compaffi rmate minds of the fpec
tators. The new do trine, amidft all the dangers to which it was expofed, fpread 

itfelf fecretly every where ; and the minds of men were gradually difpofed to a 

revolution in religion. 
BuT the moft dangerous fymptom for the clergy in Scotland was, that the no

bility, moved ·by the example of England, had caft a wifhful eye on the church 

revenues, and hoped, if a reformation took place, to enrich themfdves by 
the plunder of the ecclefiaftics. J ames himfelf, who was very poor, and was 

fomewhat inclined to magnificence, particu latly in building, had been fwayed by 
like tnotives ; and began to threaten the ckrgy with the fame fate which at

tended them in the neighbouring country. Henry alfo, never ceafed exho1 ti11g 
his nephew to imitate his example ; and being moved both by the pnde of mak

ing profel ytes, and the prof pect of fecurity, if Scotland fbould em brace a clofe 

union with him, he folicited the King of Scots to meet him at York ; and he 

obtained a promife to that purpofe. 
'THE eccl f1aitics were ext remtly alarmed with this refolution of J ame~; and 

they employed every expedient, in order to prevent it. They reprefented rhe 

dangers of innovation ; the pernicious confequences of aggrandizing the nobility, 

already too powerful ; the hazard of l utting himfelfinto the h ,s nds of the Englifh, 
his hereditary enemies; the dependance which muft enfue upon lofing the fricnd

!hip of France and of all foreign p( tent.ltes. To thefe confidtrarions, they added 

the profpect of prefent intereft, by \\hi eh they foJnd the King to be much go-

Spotfw\..od, p. G 5. 
verned: 
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verned : They offered him a prefent gratuity of fifty thoufand pounds Scots : c,~ . VI. 
They promifed him, that the church fhould aiways be ready to contribute to his 
fuppty: And they pointed out to him, the confifcations of heretics, as the means 
of filling his exchequer, and of adding a hundred thoufand pounds a-ye.1r to the 
crown revenues *· The infinuations of his new Queen, to whom youth, beauty, 
and addrefs had given a powerful influence over him, feconded all thefe reafons ; 
and J ames was at Iafl: engaged, fidl: to delay his journey, then to fend excufes to 
the King of England, who had already come to York, in order to be prefent at 
the conference. 

HENRY, vexed with the difappointment, and enrJged at the affront, vowed 
vengeance againfl: his neFhew; and he began, by permitting pyracies at fea, and 
incudions at land, to put his threats in execution. But he received foon after, in 
his own f.1mily, an affront to which he was m 1ch more fenfible, and which touch
ed him in a point where he bad always fhewn an extreme delicacy. He had 
thought himfclf very happy in his new marriage: The youth, beauty, and 
agreeable difpofition of Catherinc, had entirely captivated his <lffections; and he 
made no fecret of his devoted attachment to her. He had even put up a prayer in 
his chappel, returning thanl's to heaven for the felicity which the conjugal ftate 
afforded h:m; and he defirrd the bil11op of Lincoln to compofe a form of rhankf
giving for that purpo!"e. But the ~1 ,n very 1 ttle merited this tendernefs which 
he bore her: She had abandoned herfelf to lewd, .efs. One Lafcelles bro ght in- Difcovery of 

telliaence of lier diffolute life to Cranmer, and told him, that his fifter, formtr:y the ~een'& 
a fe~van· t in the old dutchefs of Norfolk's family, with whom Catherine was edu- cnme~. 
cated, had given him a particular account of all ht r diforders. Derham and 
Mannoc, both of them fervants of the dutche!s, had been admitted to her bed ; 
and fhe had even taken little care to conceal her fhame from the other fervants 
of the family. The primate, ftruck with this intelligence, whidi it was equally 
dangerous to conceal or to difcover, communicated the matter to the earl of Hert-
ford and to the chancellor. They agreed, that the matter fbould by no means 
be buried in filence; and the archbi!hop himfelf feemed the moft proper perfon 
to diiclofe it to the King. Cranmer, unwilling to fpeak on fo delicate a fubjecr, 
wrote a narr tive of the whole, and conveyed it to Henry, who was infinite,y 
aftonifhed at the intelligence. So confident was he of the fidelity of his conforr, 
that he gave at firft no credit to the information ; and he faid to the lord pri 'Y-
feal, to lord Ruffi I, high admi.ral, Sir Anthony Brown, and Wriothefdy, that 
he regarded the whole as a forgery. Cranm r was now in a very perilous fitua-
tion ; and had not full proofs been found, certain and inevitable defi:ruClion hung 

• Euchanan, lib. XIV. Drummond in Ja. 5· P!tfcotie, ibid. Knox. 
ove 
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\..n p. vr. over him. T'he King's impatience, however, and jealoufy prompted him to 
.1) }L fearch the matter to the bottom: The privy- feal was ordered to examine Lafcelles 

who perfifted in the information he had given ; and ftill appealed to his fifter's te-
. ftimony. That nobleman made ne-xt a pretence of hunting, and went to Suffex, 
where the woman at that tin1e refided: He found her both conftant in her former 
intelligence, and particular as to the faCts; and the whole bore but too much the 
face of probability. Mannoc and Derham, who were arrefted at the fame time, and 
examined by the chancellor, made the ~een's guilt entirely certain by their con
feffion ; and difcovered other particulars, which redounded ftill more to her dif
honour. Three maids of the family were admitted into her fecrets; and [ome of 

·them had even paft the night in bed with her and her lovers. All the examinations 
were laid before the King, who was fo deeply affected, that he remained a long 
time fpeechlefs, and at laft burft into tears. He found to his furprize, that his 
great fkill in diftinguiihing a true maid, of which he boafted in the cafe of Anne of 
Cleves, had failed him in that of his prefent confort. The ~een being now que
ftioned, denied her guilt; but when informed that a full difcovery was made, fl1e 
confeffed, that fhe had been crin1inal before her marriage; and only in filled, that fhe 
had never been falfe to the King's bed. But as there was evidence, that one Cole
peper had paired the night with her alone fince her marriage ; and as it appeared, 
that fhe had taken Derham, her old parar'hour, into her fervice ; ihe fecmed to 
deferve very little credit in this aifeveration ; and the King befides, was not of a 

- humour to make any difference between thefe degrees of guilt. 

1 542· 
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HENR v found, that he could not fo fuliy or expeditiouily fatiate his vengeance 
on all thefe criminals as by affembling a Parliament, the ufual inftrument of his 
tyranny. The two houfes, having received the ~1een's confeffion, began by an 
addrefs to the King ; which confifted of feveral particulars. They entreated him 
not to be vexed with this untoward accident, to which all men were fubjetl: ; but 
to confider the frailty of human nature, and the mutability of human affairs; 
and from thefe views to derive a fubjetl: of confolation. They defired leave to 
frame a bill of attainder againft the Qyeen and her accomplices ; and they begg
ed him to give his affent to this bill, not in perfon, which would renew his vexa
tion, and might endanger his health, but by commiffioners appointed for that 
purpofe. And as there was a law in force, making it treafon to fpeak ill of the 
~een, as well as King, they craved his royal pardon, if any of them fhould, 
on the prefent occafion, have tranfgreffed any part of that ftatute. 

HA v 1 NG obtained a gracious anfwer to thefe requefts, the Parliament proceeded 
to an aCt of , attainder for treafon againft: the ~1een, and the vifcountefs of 
Rocheford, who had conducted her fecret amours; and in this act Colepeper, 

3 and 
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:md Derham, were alfo compri-zed.. At the fame time, they paffed a hi'l 
:of -attaindtr for m:fprifion of treafon againfl: the old dutchefs of Norfolk, Ca
therine's grandmoth{r, her uncle, lonl William fiow.ard, and his lady, toge
-iher wit-h the count"fs of Bridgewater, and nine perlons more; becauie they 
knew the ~een's v1cious lite before her marriage, and yet concealed it. This 
was an efftB: of llenry's llfual extravagance, to expect that parents fhouJd fo far 
forget the ties of nJtural affetl:ion, and the i~ timen ts of !hame and decency, as 
to reveal to hi:n the mofl: fecret diforders oft 1eir family. He himfe f fe{ ms to 
have been fenfib~e of th~ cruelcy of this fentercc: For he pardoned th~ cutchefs 
.of Norfolk, and m oft of the others, condemned for mifprifion of treafon. 

f-Iow·EVER, to fecure himfelf for the tuture, as well as his fucceffors, from this 
fdtal accident, ·he e-ngaged the P~uliament to frame a law, equally full of extra
vagance. It was enacted, that any one, who knew, or vehemently prefumed 
any guilt in the ~een, and did not, within twenty days, d1fclofe it tot 1e King 

-or council, fhould be gui'ty of treafon ; prohibiting every one, at the fame tin 1e, 
from fpreading the matter abroad, or even privately whrfpering it to others. 1 ... was 
alfo enacted, that if the King married any woman, who had been incontinent, 
taking her for a true maid, !he fhould be guilty of treafon, in cafe fhe did not 
previouOy reveal her guilt to him. The people made merry with this extra
ordinary daufe, and faid, that the King muf1: henceforth look out for a widow; 
for no reputed maid would ever be perfuaded to incur the penalty of the ftatute *. 
After all thefe laws were paffed~ the ~1een was beheaded on Tower hill, toge
ther with the lady Rocheford. They behaved in a manner fuitable to their dif. 
folute life ; and as the lady Rocheford was known to be the chief infhument, 
who had brought Anne Boleyn to her end, !he dred unpitied ; and mpn were 
farther confirmed, by the difcovery of"this woman's guilt, in the favourable fen
timents which they had entertained of that unfortunate ~1een. 

THE King made no demand of any fubCidi s from this Parliament; but he 
,found means of enriching his exchequer from anuther qLnrter: He took far
·ther fteps towards the diifolution of colleges, hofiJitals, and other foL:ndations of 
that nature. The ccurti~ rs had been praCtifing on the ~ rd1dents and governors, 
to make a furrender of their revenues to the Ki.1g; and they h .• J been (ucccf~ful 
with eiaht of them. BLot there was an obfiac1e to their farther progrefs : It had 0 

been provided, by the local fbtutes of mofl: ot rhefe foundations, rhar no prefi-
c~ , '1t, nor any fellows, could make fuch a deed without the unanimous vote of 
all the fellows ; and this content was not eafily obtained. All fuch Hatutes were 
now annulled by Parliament ; and the revenues of thefe houfes, fo uft ul to the 

~ £unlet~ vol. i, r• . I +• 
VoL. III. Kk · public 
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public, were now laid open to the rapacity of the King and his favourits . 
The church had been fo long their prey, that nobody was furprized at any new 
inroads made upon it. ·From the regular, Henry now proceeded to make de
vaftations on the fecular clergy. He extorted from many of the bifhops a fur
render of chapter-lancJs; and by this device he pillaged the fees of Canterbury, 
York, and London, and enriched his greedy parafites and flatterers with their 

fpoils. 
THE clergy have been commonly fo fortunate as to make a concern for their 

temporal interefi:s go hand in hand with a jealoufy for orthodoxy ; and both 
thefe paffions be regarded, by the people, ignorant and fuperftitious, as a zeal for 
religion: But the violent and headftrong character of Henry now disjoined 
thefe objects. f-lis rapacity was gratified by plundering the church; his bi
gotry and arrogance by perfecuting heretics. Tho' he engaged the Parliament 
to mitigate the penalties of the fix articles, fo far as regards the marriage 
of prietts, which was now only fubjected to a forfeiture of goods, chattels,. 
and lan ~s, during life; he was fbll equally bent on maintaining a rigid purity in 
fpeculative principles. He had appointed a commiffion, confifting of the two 
archbifi1ops and feveral bifhops of both provinces, together with a confiderable 
number of doctors of divinity; and by virtue of his etclefiaftical fupremacy he 
had given them in charge to choofe a religion for his people. Before the com
n1iffioners had made any progrefs in this . arduous undertaking, the Parliament, 
in 1541, had paGed a law, by which they ratified all the tenets, which thefe di
vines !hould efiablifh with the King's confent: And they were not afhamed of 
exprc-fsly declaring that they took their religion upon truft, and had no other 
~le, in re.igiot.s as well as temporal concerns, than the arbitrary will of their ma· 

fter. There is only one claufe of the fratLHe, which may feem at firft fight to fa
vour fomewhat of the fpirit of liberty : It was enacted, that the ecclefiaftical com
miffioners !hould eftabli!h nothing repugnant to the laws and ftatutes of the realm. 
But in reality th!s provifo was inferted by the King, to ferve his own purpofes. 
By introducing a confufion and contradi~lion into the laws, he became more the 

"" It was enaa~d by this Parliament, that there !hould be trial of treafor in any country \vhere the 

.King fuould appoint by commiffion. The fiatutes of treafon · h~d been extremely mult:plied in this 

reign ; and fuch an ·expedient faved tr0 1 ble anti charges in trying t 1 at crime. The fame Parliament 

erected Ireland into a kingdom ; and Henry henceforth annexed the title of King of Ireland to his 

other title~. . This feffion, the commons firfl: began the praCtice of freeing any of their members, who 

were arrefi:ed, by a writ iffued by the fpeaker. Formerly it was ufual for them to apply for a writ 

from chancery to that purpofe. This precedent encreafed the authority of the commons, and had 

afterwards confiderable confequences. Hollingilied, p. 955, 956. Baker, p. z89. 
' 
m after 
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rmafter of every one's life and property. And as ·the antient'independance of the 
church .ftill gave him jealoufy, he was well pleafed, under cover of fuch a claufe, 
·to introduce appeals -from the fpiritual to ·the civil courts. It was for a like rea
fan, that he would never promulgate a body of canon law; and encouraged the 
judges on all occauons to interpofe in ecclefiafHcal caufes wherever they hought 
the law or royal prerogative concerned.. A happy innovation ; tho' at firft in

vented for arbitrary purpofes ! 

THE King, armed by the authority of Parr ament, or rather by their acknow
. ·Jegement of that fpiritual fupremacy, which he believed inherent in him, em

:ployed his commiffioners to fdett a fyflem of tenets for the affent and belief of 
~ the nation. A fmall volume was foon after publilhed, called, the 1n) itut 'on of a 

Chriflian Man, which was received by the convocation, and voted to be the in
fallible ftandard .of orthodoxy. All the delicate points of juftification, faith, free
will, good works, and grace, are there defined, with a leaning towards the opi· 
nion of the reformers: The facraments, which a few years before were only al
lowed to be three, are now increafed to the number of feven, conformable to the 
fentiments of the catholics. The King's caprice is difcernible thro' the whole ; 
and the book is in reality to be regarded as his compofition. For Henry, while 
he made his opinion a rule for the nation, would tye his own hands by no canon 
or authority, not even by any which he himfelf had formerly efl:ablifhed. 

THE people had occafion foon after to fee a fa::-ther infl:ance of the K;ng's in
confiancy. He was not long fatisfied with his Inftitution of a Chrif1ian Man: He 
ordered a new book to be compofed, called, the Erudition of a Chriftian A?an ; 
nd without afking the atfent of the convocation, he publifi1ed, by his own au

thority, and that of the Parliament, this new model of orthodoxy. It differs 
from the Inftitution * ; but the King was no lefs pofitive in his new · creed than he 
had been in the old ; and he .required the belief of the nation to veer about at his 
fignal. In both thefe books, he was particularly careful to inculcate the doctrine of 
.paffive obedience ; and he was no lefs careful to retain the nation in the prattice. 

WHILE the King was fpreading his own books among the people, he feems 
to have been extremely perplexed, as well as the clergy, what courfe to take 
with the fcri ptlll es. A review had been made by the ecclefiaftical fynod of the 
new tranflation of the Bible ; and Gardiner had propofed, that, inftead of employ
ing Englifu expreffions throughout, feveral Latin words fhould fr ill be pre
ferved, becaufe they contained, as he pretended, fuch peculiar energy and figni-

.:ficance, that they had no correfpondent terms in the vulgar tongue t. Arnong 

• .Collier, vol. ii. p. 190. t Burn et, vol. i. p. 3 1 r;. 
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thefe were ec!ejia, p:enitent'ia, pontifex, contritus, holocau.fta, facramentum, eltmenta., 
cercn;onia, myjle6um, rrejbyter, fa ,rificium, humilitas, fatiifallio, peccatum, gratia'J 
boftia, charitas, &c. But as this mixture wou ld have appeared extremely bar
oarous, and was plainly calculated for no other purpofe than to retain the people 
in their antient ignorance, the propofal was rejeCted. The knowlege of the peo
p1e, however, at leafl: their d1fputat1ve turn, feemed to be an inconvenience frill 
more dangerous ; and the King and Parliament :f:, foon after the publication 
of the fcriptures, retracted the conceffion, which they had formerly 111ade ; 
and prohibited all but gentlemen and merchants to perufe them 11· E\•en that 
liberty was not granted, without an apparent hefitation, and a dread of the 
confequences : Theie perfons were allowed to read, fo it be done quiPtly and with 
good ord.r. And th :- preamble to the aEt fets forth, '' that many feditiOl'S and 
" ignorant perfons had nbufed the liberty granted them for reading the Bible, 
" and that great diverfity of opinions, animofities, tumults, and fchifms had been 
" occafioned by pcrverting the fenfe of the fcriptures." lt feemed very difficult 
t:o reconcile the King's model for uniformity, with the permiffion of free enquiry. 

THE mafs book alfo paffed under the King's cognizance; and little alteration 
was as yet made in it: Some doubtful or fiCtitious faints only were ftruck out; 
and the name of the pope \vas erazed. This latter precaution was likewife ufecl with 
regard to every new book, th'!_t was printed, or even old book that was fold. The 
word, Pope, was carefully omitt<"d or blotted out §; as if that precaution could · 
abolifb the term from the language, or as if fuch a perfecution of it did not rather 
imprint it more ftrongly in the memory of the people. 

THE King took care about this time to clear the churches of another abufe, 
which haJ cre-pt int~ them. Plays, interludes, and farces were there often aCted in 
dtrifion -Of the former fuperftitions; and the reveren<;e of the multitude for their 
antient principles and modes of worfhip, was thereby gradually effaced *. V-le 

I 
do not hear, that the catholics attempted to retaliate by employing this powerful 
engine ag ~1 infl: th 'ir adverfaries, or endeavoured by l:ke arts to expofe that fana
tical fpirir, by w h1ch, it appears, the 1 eformers were often aCtuated. Perhaps 
the people were not dif~ ofd to rdilh a .ieft on that fide : Perhaps the greater 
fimplicity and the more fpiritual abfl:raCt worihip of the proteftanrs, gave lef!; 
hold to ridic le, which is commonly founded on fenfible rei r.:fentations. It 
was, therefore, a very agreeable conceffion, which Henry made the CJtholic party, 
to fupprtfs entirely thefe religious comedies. 

:t Which met on the zzd of January, 15--1-3• 11 33 Hen. VIII. c. 1. S Parliamentary 
Hifiory, vol. iii. p. J 1 3· • Burnet, vol. i. p. 3 J 8. 
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'rHus Henry laboured incelfantiy, by arguments, creeds, and penal fiatutes, 
to bring his fubje~s to an uniformity in the ir religious fentiments: But a5 he en
tered, himfelf, with the greateft earnefrnefs, into all thefe fchoJaftic reafonings, 
he encouraged the people, by his examp1e, to apply themfelves to the ftucJy of 
theology; and it was in vain afterwards to expect, however prefent fear might re. 
ft rain their tongues or pens, that they would cordially agree in any fet of tenets · 
or opinions prefcribed to them. 

C H A P. ''II. 

1Vflr 'with Scotland.-ViCJory at Solway.-Death if James the 
Fifth.-'Treaty with Scotla~?d.-Ne"w rupture.-Rupture with 
France.-A Parlia1nent.-.c1jfairs if Scotland.-A Parlia
ment.-Campaign in France.-A Parliament.-Peace with 
France and Scotland.--Pe"fecutions.-Executton of the Earl if 
Surrey.--Attainder if the Duke if Noifolk.-Death of the J<.ing. 
-I-Iis charaCJer.-His laws . 

• 

Chap. vr .. 
I5fZ· 

ENR Y, being determined to avenge himfdf of the King of Scots for £light~ ":,ar with 
ing che advances, which he made for his friendfhip, would gladly have ob- Scotland. 

tained a fupply from the Parliament, to enable him to profecute that enterprize; 
but as he dtd not think it prudent to difcover his intentions, the Parliament, (Un
formable to their frugal maxims, would underftand no hints ; and the Kwg was 
difappointed in his expe.:lations. He continued, however, to make preparat ions 
for war; and fo foon as he thought himfelf in a condition to invade Scotland, 
he publifhed a manifefto, by which he endeavoured to jufiify his hoftilities. 
He comulained of James's difappointing him in the promifed interview; \\hich 
was the real ground of the· quarrel *: But in order to give a more fpecious co-
louring to the enterprize, he mentioned other injuries.; that his nephew had given 
protttlion to fome Engli!h rebels and fugitives,. and had detained fume ttrrirory, 
which, Henry pretended, belonged to England. He even revived the oi ~ clain1 
of the dependance of the crown of Scotland, and he fummone Janlt's to do ho-
mage to him as his liege lord and fuperior. He employed the duke of N orfolk, 
whom he called the fcourge of the Sco~" s, to command in the war; and tho' 
J ames fent the bdbop of Aberdeen, and Sir J ames Learmont of Darfa y, to ap. .. . 

• Buchanan, lib. 1 4· D ummond in J a_mes the fifth" 

peafe 



1Chap. VII. 
• I 5:4~ 

;;" th Augufl. 

H 1 S T 0 R Y o r E N G L A N 'D. 

peafe his uncle, he would hearken to no terms of accommodation. While Nor
folk was affembling ·.his army at Newcaftle, Sir Robert Bowes, attended with 
.Sir Ralph Sadler, Sir Ralph Evers, Sir Brian Latoun, and others., made an in
<Curfion into Scotland, and advanced towards Jedburgh, with an intention of pil

.l aging and deftroy.ing that town. The earl of Angus, .and George Douglas, his 
brother., who had been fo many years baniihed their country, and had fubfill:ed 
by Henry's bounty, joined the Englifh army in this incurGon; and the forces~ 
commanded by Bowes, -exceeded four. thoufand men. J ames had not been ne
gligent in his preparations for defence, and had pofied a confiderable body, un

der the command of the earl of Huntley, for the proteCtion ·of the borders. Lord 

Hume, at the head of his vaffals, was haftening to join Huntley, when he met 
with the Engliih army ; and a battle immediately enfued. vVhile they were 
engaged~ the forces under H untley began to appear; and the Englifh, afraid of 

being overpowered and fut·rounded, took to flight, and were purfued by the enemy. 
Evers, Latoun, and fome other perfons of diftinilion, were taken prifoners. A 

few only of fmall note fell..in this ikirmifh *. 
\ THE duke of Norfolk, meanwhile, began to move from his camp at New
: caftle; and being attended by the earls of Shrewfbury, Derby, Cumberland~ 
Surrey, Hertford, R utland, with many others of the nobility, he advanced to 

: the borders. ,His army amounted to above twenty tboufand men ; and it re
~ quired the utmoft efforts of Scotland to refift fuch formidable preparations. James 

had affembled his whole military force at Fala and Sautrey, and was ready to 
advanc~ fo foon as he fhould be informed of Norfolk's ' invading his . kingdom. 
The Englifh paffed the Tweed at Berwic, and advanced along the banks or· the 
river as far as Kelfo ; but hearing that J ames had gathered together near thirty 
thoufand men, they repaffed the river at that village, and retreated into their 
own country t. The King of Scots, ·inflamed with a deGre of military . glory, 

and of revenge on his invaders, gave the fignal for purfuing them, and carrying 

the war into England. I-Ie was furprized to find, that his nobility, who were 

, generally difaffeCted on account of the preference, which he had given the clergy, 

. oppofed this refolutiGn, and refufed to attend him in his projeCted enterprize. 
Enraged at this defection, he reproached then1 with cowardice, and threGtened 
vengeance ; but frill refolved, with the forces which adhered to him, to make an 

, impreffion on the enemy's country. He fent ten thoufand men to the weftern 

borders, who entered England at Solway firth; ~nd he himfdf followed tbem at 
.. a fmall diftance, ready to join them upon occafion. Difgufted, however1 with 
,the refraCtory difpofition of his nobles, he.fent a meffenger to the army, depriv-

~ Buchanan, lib. 14. t Buchanan, lib. 14. · 
wg 
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ir.g lord Maxwe1, thdr general, of his commiffion, and conferring the corn- Chap. VII. 
m and on Ohvtr Si chir, a private gentleman, who was his favourite. The h1 5N1 2

• 

I r . h . l . d d {b 24t ovem. a1my were ex remely dlip ea1ed wit tlns a teranon, an were rea y to di and ; Vitlory at 

when a fmall uody of Englilh appeared, not exceeding 500 men, under the corn- Solway. 
mand of Dacres and Mufgrave. A panic feized the Scots, who immediately 
took .. 1"1gh , and were purfued by the enemy. Few were killed in this rout; 
for it was no acbon ; but a great many were taken prifoners, and fame of the prin-· 
cipa' n bil1ty. Among thefe were the earls of Caffilis and Glencairn; the lords-. 
l\1axw 1, F leming, Sommerville, Oliphant, Grey, who were all ftnt to London, , 
a11 c~ giver in cuftody to different noblemen. 

THE K ' ng t,f Scots, hearing of this difafter, was confounded; and being 
naturally of a melancholic difpofition, as well as endowed with a high fpi
rit, he ]ofl: all command of his temper on this difmal occafion. Rage againfl: 
his no ility, who, he believed, had betrayed him ; 1hame for a defeat by 
fuch unequal numbers; regret of the pafl:, fLar of the future; all thefe paf
fi~ns fo wrought upon him, that he would admit of no confolation, but aban
doned himfelf wholly to defpair. His body was wafted by fympathy with his 
anxious mind ; and even his life began to be thought in danger. He had no 
child living; and hearing that his <zueen was fafely delivered, he afked whether 
the had brought him a male or female? Being told, the latter; he turned about 
in his bed : " The crown came with a woman," faid he, " and it will go with 
" one: Many miferies await this poor kingdom: Henry will make it .his own 
'' either by force of arms or by marriage." A few days after, he expired, in the 14th of De
flower of ilis age ; a prince of confiderable virtues and talents, well fitted, by his ~~~~r~f 
vigilance and pertonal courage, for repreffing thofe diforders, to which his king- James the 

d:>m, during that age, was fo much expofed. He executed juflice wit~ the fi flh. 

greateft impartiality and rigoLli; but as he fupported the commonalty and the 
church againfl: the rapine of the nobility, he efcaped not the hatred of that order. 
1. e pro efiants alfo, whon1 he repreifed, have endeavoured to throw many ftains 
on his memory ; but have not been able to fix any confiderable imputation on. 
him*. 

• The perfecu·ions, exercifed during James's reign, are not to be afcribed to his bigo:ry, a v"ce 
of which he feems to have be n as free as Francis the fi ,fl: or the emperor Chades, both of wl:om, as 
well as J ame~ , filewed, in different periods of the· r live~, even an inclination to the new dollrincs. 
'Ihe extremities to which all tbefe princes were ·arr fd, proceeded entirely from the fituation of af
fairs, duri g ti :-.t age, which rendered it impoffible for them to act with greater te.onper or mcdc
ntion, after they had embraced the refolution of fupp01ting the antiLnt eihbl i!hments. So violent 
was the properfity of the times towarc~s inPovation, that a toleration of the new preachers was cqui·· 
vtlcnt to a formed defign of changing the national religion. 
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HEN R v was no fooner informe<~ of his viCtory and of the death of his ne· 
phew, than he projected, -:s J ames had forefeen, the fcheme of uniting Scotland 
to his own dominions, by marrying his fon, Edward, to the h refs of that king-
4Jlom *. He called together the Scots nobks, who were his p1 ifoners; and af
ter reproaching them, in fevere terms, for their breach of treaty, as he pretended, 
be began to foften his to.ne, and propofecl to them this expedtent, by which, he 
hoped, thole diforders, fo prejudicial to both fiates, would for the future be pre .. 
yented. f-Ie offered to bef!ow on them their liberty withoJt ranfom ; anrl only 
required of them engagements to favour the marriage of the Prince of Wales 
with their young mift:refs. They were eafily prevailed on to give their aifent to 
a propofal, which feemed fo natural, anc.l fo advantageous to both kingdoms; 
and being condutl:ed to N ewcdil:le, they delivered to the duke of Norfolk, hofla
ges for their return, in cafe the intende~ nu~J tials were not compleated : And they 
thence proceeded to ScotlJnd, where hey found aftairs in fome confufion. 

Tn E pope, finding his authority ir. Scotland expo fed to danger from the fpread
ing of the new opinions, had befrowed on Beaton, the primate the dignity of 
cat dinal ; and that. prelate had been 1 ong r~garded as prime minifl:er to J ames, 
and as the head of thar party, which dtfended the ancient privileges and proper
ties of the ecrleGaO:ics. Upon the death of his m after, this man, apprehenfi v.e 
of the confequPnces both to his party and himfel~, .endeavoured to keep poifeffion 
of the power; and for that purpofe, he is ..accufed of executing a deed which re
,quired a high degree of temerity. He forged, it is faid, a will for the King, 
appointing himfelf, and three noblemen, regents of the kingdom 'during the mi
noriry of the .infant Princefs i·.: At lea£1:, for hifl:orians are not well agreed in 
the circumftances of the faB:, he had read to J ames a paper of that import, to 
which that monarch, during the delirium which preceded his death, had given 
an imperfeCt affent and approbation :j:. By virtue of this '"'ill, Beaton had put 
himfelf in poffdfion of the government; and having joined his intereft:s with thofe 
of the ~1een dowager, he obtained the confent of the convention of fiates, and 
excluded the pretenfions of the earl of Arran. 

J A .,.,ns earl of Arran, of the tame of I-Iamilton, was next hfjr to the crown 
by h's grandmother, daughter to James the third; and on that account feemed 
bd~- entitled to poffefs that high office, into whi-ch the cardinal had intruded him
felf. The profpeCt alfo of his fucceffion after a Princefs, who was in fuch tender 
in ~'"ar.cy, proCLlred him many partizans; and tho' hts character contained little 
fpirit, aCt:ivity, or ambition, a propenfity, which he had difcovered for the new 

• o ve, p. s84. Herbert, B•Jrnet, Buch3n:m. t Sadler's. Letters, p. 161. Spotfwo.od, p. 71 • 
B11cha •. "'n, hb. 15. :1: John Knox, Hiilory of the Reformation. 
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opinions, had attached to him all the zealous promoters of thefe inno ations. Chap. "'VII. 
By means of thefe adherents, joined to the vaffals of his fan1ily, he had been 1 5 43· 
able to make oppofition to the cardinal's adminiftration ; and the fufpicion of 
Beaton's forgery, with the acceffion of the noblemen, who had been prifoners in 
England, affiiled too by fome money, fent from London, was able to turn 
the balance in his favour. The earl of Angus, and his brother, having taken 
the prefent opportunity of returning into their own country, oppofed the cardinal 
with all the force of that powerful family ; and the majority of the convention 
had now embraced oppofite interefts to thofe which formerly prevailed. Arran 
was declared governor ; the cardinal was committed to cuftody under the care of 
lord Seton; and a negotiation was commenced with Sir Ralph Sadler, the Eng-
lifh ambaffador, for the marriage of the infant ~een with the Prince of VI ales. 
The following conditions were quickly agreed 

1 
on ; that the Qleen fi1ou \1 remain Treaty with 

in Scotland till fhe was ten years of age ; that lhe fhould then be fent to England Scotland. 

to be educated ; that fix Scots nobles fhould immediately be delivered as hof-
tages to Henry ; and that the kingdom, notwithfl:an'ding its union with England, 
Jhould frill preferve its Jaws and privileges *. By means of th~fe equitable con-
ditions, the war between the nations, which had threatened Scotland with fuch 
difmal calamities, feemed to be fully compofed, and to be changed into perpetual 
concord and unanimity. 

BuT the cardinal-primate, having prevailed on Seton to reftore him to his 
liberty, was able, by his intrigues, to confound all thefe m afures; which ap
peared to be fo well concerted. He affembled the mofl: conliderable ecclefiaftics; 
and having reprefented to them the immintpt danger, to which their revenues 
and privileges were expofed, he perfuaded th m to collect privately from the 
clergy a large fum of money, by which, if entrufi:ed to his management, he 
promifed to overturn the fchemes of their enemies ~j-. Beiides the partizans, 
whom he acquired by ppcuniary motives, he rouzed up the zeal o~ thofe, who 
were attached to the catholic worlhip ; and he reprefented the union with Eng
]and as the fure forerunner of ru·r. to the church an to the antient religion. The 
national antipathy of the Scots againH: the :nglifh nation, was aifo an in{a:Iible 
engine, by which the cardinal wrought upon the people; and tho' the t tT' r cf 
Henry's arms, and their inability to make refiftancc, had procured a tcm p rary 
affent to the alliance and marriage propofed, the fettled habits of the n nion pro-

~ duced an extreme averfion tc, thofe meafures. 'I'he Engliih ambaffi dor and hi 
train received many infults from perfons whom the cardinal had incited to commit 
thofe indignities, in hopes of bringing on a rupture. But Sad1er very prudently dif-

• Sir Ralph Sadler's Letters. 
Yot. III. 

t Buchanan, lib. 15. 
fembled L 1 
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Chap VII. frmbled the matter ; and waited patiently till the day appointed for the delivery 
15 43· of the hoftages. He then demanded of the regent the performance of that im-

. portant article ; but received for anfwer, that his authority was very precari
ous, that the nation had now taken a different impreffion, and that it was not 

in his power to compel any of the nobility to deliver themfelves as hoftages to the 
Englifh. Sadler, forefeeing the confequence of this refufal, fent a fummons to 
all thofe who had been prifoners in England, and required them to fulfil the pro

tnile which they had given of returning into cuftody. None of them fhowed 
fo much fentiment of honour, as to perform their engagements, except Gilbert 

Kennedy, earl of Caffilis. Henry was fo well pleafed with the behaviour of 
this nobleman, that he not only received him graciouily, but honoured him 

with prefents, gave him his liberty, and fent him back to Scotland, with his 

two brothers, whom he had left as hoftages *. 
New rupture. THIS behaviour of the Scots nobles, tho' it refleCted di!honour on the na

tion, was not unacceptable to the cardinal, who forefaw, that all thefe perfons 
would now be deeply interefted to maintain their enmity and oppofition to the 

Engl1fh. And as a war was foon expeB:ed with that kingdom, he found it neceffary 

immediately to apply to France, and to crave the affiftance of that antient ally, 

during the prefent diftreffes of the Scots nation. Tho' Francis was fully fen

fible of his intereft in fupporting Scotland, a demand of aid could not have been 

made on him at a more unfeafonable junB:ure. His pretenfions on the Milanefe, 

and his refentment againft Charles, had engaged him in a war with that potentate; 
and having made very great, tho' fruitlefs efforts during the preceding campaign, 

he was the more difabled at prefent from defending his own dominions, much 
more from granting any fuccour to the Scots. Matthew Stuart, earl of Lenox, 

a young nobleman of a great family, was at that time in the French court; and 
Francis, being informed, that he was engaged in ancient and hereditary enmity 

with the Hamiltons, who had murdered his father, fent him over to his native 

country, as a fupport to the cardinal and the ~een mother: And he promifed, 

that a fupply of money, and, if neceffary, even military fuccours, fhould foon 

be difpatched after him. Arran, the governor, feeing all thefe preparations 

againft him, affembled his friends, and made an attempt to get the perfon of 
the infant QEeen into his cufiody ; but being repulled, he was obliged to come 

to an accommodation with his enemies, and to entruft that precious charge 

to four neutral perfons, the he-ads of potent families, the Grahams, Arefkines, 

Lindfeys,. and Leviftons. The arrival of Lenox, in the midft of thefe tranf-

* Buchanan, lib. xv .. 
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actions, ferved to render the victory of the French party over the Englifu frill Chap. VII. 
more indifputable :J:. 1 543· 

THE oppofition which Henry met with in Scotland from the French intrigues, 
excited his refentment and farther confirmed the refolution which he had before 
taken, of breaking with France, and of uniting his arms with thofe of the emperor. 
He had other grounds of complaint againft the French King; which, tho' they R t . h 

~ up ure Wit 
were not of gr~at importance, yet being recent, were able to overbalance thofe France. 
great injuries which he had formerly received from Charles. He pretended, that 
Francis had engaged to imitate his example in feparating himfelf entirely from the 
fee of Rome, and that he had broke his promife in that particular. He was dif-
fatisfied, that J ames, his nephew, had been allowed to marry, firft Magdalene of 
France, then a princefs of the houfe of Guife ; and he confidered there alliances 
as pledges which Francis gave of his intentions to fupport the Scots againft the 
power of England *· He had been informed of fame railleries, which the French 
King had thrown out againft his cond utl: with regard to his wives. He was dif-
gufted, that Francis, after fo many obligations which he owed him, had facri 4 

ficed him to the emperor ; and in the confidence of friendll1ip, had ra!hly re-
vealed his fecrets to that fubtle and interefted monarch. And he complained, 
that regular payments were never made of the fums due to him by France, and 
of the pt nfion which had been promifed. Impelled by all thefe motives, he 
alienated htmfelf from his ancient friend and confederate, and formed a league 
with the emperor, who very earneftJy courted his alliance. This league, befides 
ftipulations for mutual d,·tence, contained a plan for invading France; and the 
two monarchs agreed to enter Franci11's dominions with an army, each of twenty-
five thoufand men ; and to require that prince to pay Henry all the fums which 
he owed him, and to conflgn Boulogne, Montreuil, Terouenne, and Ardres, as a 
fecurtty for the regular payment of his penfion for the future : In cafe thefe 
conditions were rejected, the confederate princes agreed, to challenge, for Henry, 
the crown of France, and the dutchies of Normandy, Aquitaine, and Guienne; 
for Charles, the dutchy of Burgundy, and fome other territories t. That they 
might have a pretence for enforcing thefe claims, they fent a meffage to Francis, 
requtr1ng him to renounce his alliance with Sultan So1yman, and to make repa-
ration for all the prejudice which Chriftendom had fuffered from that unnatural 
confederacy. Upon the French King's refufal, war was declared againft him by 
the confederates. It may be proper to obferve, that the partizans of France object-
ed to Charles his alliance with the heretical King of England, as no lefs odious 

t Buchanan, lib. xv. Drummond. "" Pere Daniel. 
L I 2 

t Rymcr, xiv. p. 768. xv. 2. 
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than that which Francis had contracted with Solyman : And they obferved, that 
Cha;. vrr. 

·I5+3· this league was a breach of that folemn promife which he had given to Clement 

the feventh, never to make peace or alliance with England. 

z:zd Jan'.lary. WHILE the treaty with the emperor was negociating, the King fummoned a 
A Pa1liament. new feffion of Parliament, in order to obtain fupplies for his projected war with 

. France. The Parliament granted him a fubfidy to be paid in three years : It 
was levied in a peculiar manner; but exceeded not three ihillings in the pound, 
upon any individual t. The convocation gave the King fix ihillings in tHe pound, 
to be levied in three years. Greater fums were always, even during the efta
blifhment of the catholic religion, exacted from the clergy than the laity : Which 

made the emperor Charles fay, when Henry diffolved the monafteries, and fold 
their revenues, or beftowed them on his nobility and courtiers, that he had killed 
the hen which had brought hin1 the golden eggs*· 

THE Parliament alfo facilitated the execution of the former law, by which the 

King's proclamations were made equal to ftatutes : 1.,hey appointed, that any 
nine counfellor.s fhould form a legal court for punifhing all difobedience to pro

clamations. The total abolition of juries in criminal caufes, as well as of all Par
liaments, feemed, if the King had fo pleafed, the necelfary confequence of this 
enormous law. He might iffue a proclamation, for the execution of any penal 
ftatute, and afterwards try the criminals, not for breach of the ftatute, but for 
difobedience to his proclamation. It is remarkable, that the lord Mountjoy en

tered a proteft againfl: this law; and it is equally remarkable, that-that proteft is 

the only one which was entered againft any public bill during this whole reign t. 
WE have taken notice, in the end of the former chapter, of fome laws re

garding relig'on, which the Parliament paffed this feffion, in order to gratify the 

King's humour. It was farther enact d 11, that every fpiritual perfon, who 
preached or taught contrary to the doctrine contained in the King's book, the 

Erudition of a chri.ftian man, or contrary to any doctrine which he fhall hence-
forth promulgate, was to be admitted on the firft conviction to renounce his 
errors; on the fecond, he was required to carry a faggot; which if he refufed to 

do, or fell into a third offence, he was to be burnt. But the laity for the third of-

t They who were worth in goods twenty fuillings and upwards to five pounds, paid four-pence of 

every pound; from five pounds to ten poundc, eight-pence; from ten poumis to twenty pounds, fix

teen·pence; from twenty and upwards, two fuillings. Lands, fees, and annuities, paid eight-pence 

in the pound from twenty fuillings to five pounds ; from five pounds to ten pounds, fixteen-pence; 

from ten pounds to twenty pounds, two fhillings ; from twenty pounds and upwards, three {h llings. 

* Collier, vol. ii, p. 176. t Burnet, p. 322. H 34 and 35 Hen. VIII. c. 1. 
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fence, were only to forfeit their goods and chattels, and to be liable to perpetual .ap vrr .. 
imprifonment. Indictments muft be laid within a year after the otfence,. and the 1543· 

prifoner was allowed to bring witneffes for his purgation. Thele penalties were 
lighter than thofe formerly impofed on a denial of tranfubftantiation : It was, 
however, fubjoined in this ftatute, that the aCl: of the fix articles was fl:ill in fcrce. 
But in order to 1nake the King more entirely mafter of his people, it was en-
acted, that he might hereafter, at his pleafure, change this aCl:, or any provifion 
In tt. By this claufe, both parties were retained in fubjeClion; fo far as regarded 
religion, the King was in veiled, in the full eft manner, with the foie legi!lni ve 
authority in his kingdom ; and aiJ his fubjecrs were, under the fevereft penalties, 

' exprefsly bound to receive implicitly, whatever dotlrine he fhould pleafe to re- · 
commend to them. 

THE reformers began to entertain hopes, that this exorbitant power would he 
1 2

th July:. 
en1ployed in their favour. The King married Catherine Par, widow to Nevil 
lord Latimer ; a woman of virtue, and fomewhat inclined to the new doB:rine. 

·By this marriage, Henry made good what had formerly been foretold in jeft, that 
he would be obliged to efpoufe a widow, The King's league with the emperor, . 
feemed to be a circumftance no lefs favourable to the c tholic parry; and thus ', 
matters remained frill nearly balanced between the facl:ions. 

THE advantages gained by this powerfu·l confederacy between f~enry and 
Charles, were very inconfiderable, during the prefent year. The campaign was 
opened with a victory, gained by the duke of CJeves, Francis's ally, over the · 
forces of the emperor * : Francis, in perfon, took the field early ; and made · 
himfelf n1after, without refifiance, of the whole dutchy of Luxembourg : He 
afterwards took Landrecy, and added fome fortifications to it. Charles;, having ~ 
at laft affembled a powerful army, appeared in the Low Countries; and after · 
taking almoft every fortrefs in the dutchy of Cleves, he reduced the duke to fub- . 
mit to the terms which he was pleafed to prefcribe to him. Being then joined 
by a body of fix thoufand Englifh, he fat down before Landrecy, and covered ' 
the fiege with an army of above forty thoufand men. Francis advanced at the · 
head of an army not much inferior; as if he intended to give the emperor battle, .. 
or oblige him to abando'n the fiege: But while thefe two rival monarchs were 
facing eacli other, and all the world ftood in expectation of fome great event; the · 

French found means to throw fuccours into Landrecy, and having thus effected 1 

their purpofe, th~..-y fki]fully made a retreat. Charles, finding the feafon far ad- 
vanced, defpaired of fuccefs in his enterprize, and found it neceffary to raife the · 
fiege. 

~ Memoires du Bellay, lib. X. 
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THE vanity of Henry was flattered, by the figure which he made in the great 
tranfactions on the continent : But the interefts of his kingdom were much more 

deeply concerned in the event of affairs in Scotland. Arran, the governor, was 
of fo indolent and unambitious a charaB:er, that had he not been ftimulated by his 
friends and dependants, he never had afpired to any fhare in the adminiftration; 
and when he found himfelf overpowered by the party of the ~een dowager, the 
cardinal, and the earl of Lenox, he was glad to accept of any terms of accom· 

rnodation., however difhonourable. He even gave them a fure pledge of his fin

cerity, by renouncing the principles of the reformers, and reconciling himfelf to 
the Romifh communion in the Francifcan church at Stirling. By this weaknefs 
and levity he loft his credit with the whole nation, and rendered the proteftants, 
who were hitherto the chief fupport of his power, his m oft mortal enemies. 

The cardinal acquired the entire afcendant in the kingdom: The ~een dowager 
put implicit confidence in him : The governor was obliged to yield to him in 

every pretenfion : Lenox alone was become an obftacle to his meafures, and re

duced him to fome difficulty. 

THE inveterate enmity which had taken place between the families of Lenox 
and Arran made the interefts of thefe two noblemen entirely incompatible; and 

as the cardinal and the French party, in order to engage Lenox the more in their 

caufe, had flattered him with the hopes of fucceeding to the crown after their 

infant fovereign, this rivalfhip had tended frill farther to rouze the animofity of 
the Hamiltons. L.enox too had been encouraged to afpire to the marriage of the 
~een dowager, which would have given him fome pretcnfions to the regency ; 

and as he was become affuming, on account of the fervices which he had render

ed the party, the cardinal found, that, fince he tnuft choofe between the friend
fhip of Lenox and Arran, the latter nobleman, who was more eafily governed, 
and who was invefted with prefent authority, was in every refpeB: preferable. In 

order to remove the former, after the eafieft and leafl: obnoxious manner, he 
wrote to Francis, with whom he had entire credit, by means of the duke of 

Guife, father to the ~1een dowager ; and after praifing Lenox for his pall: fer

vices, he reprefented the prefent difficulties and obftruB:ions, wh1ch he occafioned 

in the adminiftrauon, and defired that he might be recalled to France, where he 
enjoyed great credit and large poffeffions. But the impatience of Lenox to at

tain his purpofes, allowed not this political artifice leifure to operate. r inding 
that he was not likely to fucceed in his pretenfions to the ~1een dowager, and 
that Arran preva1led in every conteft, he retired to Dunbarton, the governor of 

which was entirely in his interefts; he entered into a fecret negociation with the 
Englifu 
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EngiHh court; and he fummoned his vaifals and partizans to attend him. All Chap. VIT .. 
thofe who were inclined to the proteftant religion, or were on any account dif- •543· 
contented with the cardinal's adminiftration, now regarded Lenox as the head of 
their party ; and they readily made him a tender of their fervices. In a little 
time, he had collected an army of ten thoufand men, and he threatened his ene-
mies with immediate deftruetion. The cardinal had no equal force to oppofe to 
him; but as he was a prudent man, he forefaw that Lenox could not long fubfift: 
fo great an army~ and he endeavoured to protract time, by opening a negocia-
tion with him. He feduced his followers, by various artifices; he engaged the 
Douglaffes in his interefts; he reprefented to the whole nation the danger of civil 
wars and corn motions. And Lenox,. finding himfelf engaged in. an unequal 
conteft, was at laft obliged to lay down his arms, and to accept of terms of ac
commodation with the governor and the cardinal. Prefent peace was reftored; 
but no confidence took place between the parties. Lenox, fortifying his caftles, 
and putting himfelf in a pofture of defence, waited the fuccours of the Englifh, 
from whofe affiftance alone he expected to obtain the fuperiority over his ene-
mtes. 

WHILE the winter feafon reftrained Henry from military operations, he fum- I5·H· 
maned a new Parliament;. where a law was paffcd, fuch as he was pleafed to A1 4PJa1~uary.t. 

ar 1ameu dictate, with regard to the fucceffion of the crown. After declaring, that t;he 
prince of Wales, or any of the King's male i!fue, were firft and imn1edtate h"irs to 
the kingdom, the parliament reftored the two princeifes, Mary and Elizabeth, tO-

their right of fucceffion. This feemed a reafonable piece of juftice, and corrected 
what the King's former violence had thrown into confufion ; but it was impoffible 
for Henry to do any thing, however laudable, without betraying in fome circum-
ftances, his ufual caprice and extravagance: Tho' he opened the way for thefe two 
princeffes to mount the throne, he would not allow the act to be reverfed wh1ch had 
declared them both illegitimate; he made the Parliament confer on him a power of 
ftill exeluding them, if they refufed to fubmit to any conditions which he fhould 
be pleafed to impofe; and he required them to enact, that, in c~efault of his own 
iifue, he might difpofe of the crown, as he pleafed, by will or letters patent .. 
He did not proSably fo refee, that in proportion as he degraded the Parliament, by 
rendering them the paffive inftrument of his variable and violent inc 'inations, he 
taught the people to regard all their acts as inYalid, and thereby dcfeatecr even the 
purpofes which he was fo bent to attain. 

AN aB: was paired, that the King,s ufual ftile lhould be " King of England,. 
" France, and Ireland, defender of the faith, and on earth· the fupreme head 

"' .(:" 
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rChap. vn. ·" ·Of the church of England and Irela.nd.'' ~t feemed a palpable inconfifl:ency, 
1 544· t-to retain the title of defender of the faith, which the fee of Rome had conferred 

on him for maintaining its caufe againft Luther; and yet fubjoin his ecclefiafrical 

fupremacy, in oppofition to the claims of that fee. 

AN act was alfo paffed, for the remiffion of the debts, which the King had lately 

contraCted by a general loan exaB:ed from the people. It will eafily be believed, 
that, after the former aCt of this kind, the loan was not entirely voluntary *· But 
there was a peculiar circumfl:ance attending the prefent ftatute, which none but 

1-Ienry would have thought of: That thofe who had already got payment, either 

in whole or in part, 1hould refund the fums to the exchequer. 

THE o.nhs which Henry eftablifhed for the fecurity of his ecclefiaftical model, 

were not n1ore reafonabie than his other meafures. All his fubjeCl:s of any dif

tinCl:ion had already been obliged to renounce the pope's fupremacy ; but as the 

claufes which they fwore to, had not been deemed entirely fatisfaCtory, another 

oath was impofed, and it was added, that all thofe who had taken the former 

oaths, fhould be underftood to have taken the new one t. A ftrange fuppofi

tion ! to reprefent men as bound by an oath which they had never confented 

to take. 

THE moft commendable act to which the Parliament gave their fanCl:ion, was 

that by which they mitigated the law of the fix articles, and ordained, that no 

perfon 1hould be put to his trial upon any accufation concerning any of the of
fences comprized in that fanguinary ftatute, except on the oath of twelve per

fans before commiffioners authorized for that purpofe; and that no perfon lhould 

be arreft:ed or comrvitted to ward for any fuch offence before he was indicted. 

Any preacher, accufed of [peaking in his fermon contrary to thefe articles, muft 

be indicted within forty days. 

THE King always experienced the limits of his exorbitant authority whenever 

he demanded fubfidies, however moderate, from the Parliament; and, therefore, 

not to hazard a refufal, he made no mention this feffion of a fupply : But as his 

wars both with France and Scotland, as well as his ufual prodigality, had involv

ed him in great expence, he had recourfe to other methods of filling his treafury : 

N otwithfi.anding the former abolition of his debt 'I, he yet required new loans 
from his fubjeB:s: And he enhanced gold from forty-five fuillings to forty·eight 
an ounce; and fil ver from three fhillings and nine pence to four fhillings. His 

pretence for this innovation, was to prevent the money from being exported; as 
jf that expedient could any wife ferve the purpofe. He even coined fome bafe 

* 35 Hen. VIII. c. 12. t 35 Hen. VIII. c. 1. 
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·money, and ordered it to be current by his prochmation. He named commif- Chap. vu. 
fioners for levying a benevolence, and he extorted about feventy thoufand pounds 1544· 
by that expedient. Read, alderman of London*, a ll)an fon1ewhat advanced 
in years, having refufed to contribute his .ihare, or not coming up to the ex
pectations of the commiffioners, was inrolled as a foot foldier in the Scottifh wars, 
and was there taken prifoner. Roach, who had been equally refractory, was 
thrown into prifon, and obtained not his liberty but by paying a large compofi-
tion t . Thefe powers of the prerogative, (which at that time paffed for unque-
fl:ioned) the King's compelling any man to ferve in any of?ce, and imprifoning 
any man during pleafure, not to mention the practice of extorting loans, rendered 
the fovereign, in a manner, abfolute m after of the perfon and property of every 
individual. 

EARL v this year the King fent a fleet .and army to invade Scotland. The fleet 
confifted of near two hundred veffels, and carried on board ten thoufand men. 
Dudley lord Lille commanded the fea forces ; the earl of Hertford the land; 
The troops were difembarked near Leith ; and after diffipating a fmall body 
which oppofed them, they took that town without refiftance, .and then marched 
to Edinburgh. The gates were foon be.at down (for little or no refiftance 
was made); and the Englifu firft pillaged, and then fet fire to the city. The 
regent and cardinal were not prepared to oppofe fo great a force, and they fled to 
Stirling. Hertford marched eaftward ; and being joined by a new body under 
Evers, W4rden of the eaft marches, he laid wafte the whole country, burned and 
deftroyed Haddington,and Dunbar, and then retired into England ; having loft J8th rvray 
only forty men in the whole expedition. The earl of Arran collected fome 
forces ; but finding that the Englifh were already departed, he turned them againfr 
Lenox, who was juftly fufpeCl:ed Qf a correfpondence with the enemy. That 
nobleman, after making fome refiftance, was obliged to fly into England ; where 
1-Ienry fettled a penfion on him, and even gave him his niece, the lady M·argarec 
Dougla·s, in marriage. In return, Lenox ftipulated conditions, by which, had 
he been able to execute them, he muft have red\: ced his country to a total fer· 
·Vitude :f:. , 

HENR v's policy was blamed in this fudden and violent incur lion ; by which 
he inflamed the paffion of the Scots, without fubduing their fpirit; and it was 
commonly faid, that he did too much, if he intended to folicit an alliance, 
and too little, if he meant a conqueft §. But the reafon of his withdrawing the 

• Herbert. Stowe, p. 588, ~aker, p. 292. t Goo.dwin's Annals, Stowe, P· sSS. 
:t Rymer, XV. 23, 29. ) Herbert. Burnet. 
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troops fo foon, was his eagernefs to carry on his projected enterprize againft 

France, in which he intended to employ the whole force of his kingdom. He 

had concerted a plan with the emperor, which threatened the total ruin of that 

n1onarchy, and muft, as a neceffary confequence, have involved the fubjection 

of England. Thefe. two princes had agreed to invade France with forces amount

ing to above a hundred thoufand men : Henry engaged to fet out from Calais; 

Charles from the Low Countries : They were to enter ~m no fiege, but leaving 

all the frontier towns behind them, to march directly to Paris, where they were 

to join their forces, and thence to proceed to the entire conqueft of the kingdom. 

Francis could not oppofe to thefe formidable preparations, much above forty 

thoufand men. 

I+th July. HENR v, having appointed the ~een regent during his abfence, paired 

Campaign in over to Calais with thirty thoufand men, accompanied with the dukes of Nor

France. folk and Suffolk, Fitzalan earl of Arundel, V ere earl of Oxford, the earl of 

Surrey, Paulet lord St. John, lord Ferrers of Chartley, lord Mountjoy, lord 

· Grey of Wilton, Sir Anthony Brown, Sir Francis Bryan, and the moft flourifh

ing nobility and gentry of his kingdom. The Eriglifh army was foon joined by 

the count de Buren, admiral of Flanders, with ten thoufand foot, and four thou

fand horfe; and the whole compofed an army, which nothing on that frontier 

was able to refift. The chief force of the French army was drawn to the fide of 

Champagne, in order to oppofe the imperialifi.s. 

THE emperor, with an army of near fixty thoufand men, had taken the fie1d 

much earlier than Henry ; and not to lofe time, while he waited for the march 

of his confederate, he fat down before Luxembourg, which he took : He thence 

proceeded to Commercy on the Meufe, which was furrendered to him : Ligny 

met with the fame fate : He next ]aid fiege to St. Difier on the Marne, which, 

tho' a weak place, made a brave refiftance, under the cotmt de Sancerre the go

vernor, and the fiege was protraCted beyond expectation. 

THE emperor was employed before this town at the time the Engliih forces 

were affem~led in Picardy. Henry, either tempted by the defencelefs condition 

of the Fr nch frontiers, or thinking that the emperor had firft broke engage

n1ents by forming fi "'ges, or, perhaps, forefeeing at ]aft the dang~rous confe

quences of deftroying entirely the French power, inftead of marching forward to 

l)aris, f.1t down before Montreuil and Boulogne. The duke of Norfolk con1-

manded the army before Montreuil : The King himfelf that before Bou1ogne. 

Vervin was governor of Boulogne, and under hin1 Philip Corfe, a brave old fol

dier, who encouragtd the- garrifon to defend themfelves to the hft extremity againft 

~~;~ Septem- the Englifh. He was killed during the courfe of the fi ,.. ge, and the town was 

5 
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imn1ediately furrendered to Henry, by the cowardice of Vervin; who was after- Chap. VII. 
wards beheaded for thi~ difhonourable capitulation. · 1544. 

Du RI :ro the courfe of this ilege, Charles had taken St. Difier ; and finding 
the feafon much advanced, he began to hearken to a treaty of peace with France, 
fince all his fchemes for fubduing that kingdom were likely to prove abortive. 
In order to have a pretence for deferting his ally, he fent a meffenger to the Eng
lifh camp, requiring Henry immediately. to fulfil his engagements, and to meet 
him with his army before Paris. Henry replied, that he was too far engaged in 
the fiege of Boulogne to raife it with honour, and that the emperor himfelf had 
firft broke the concert by forming_fieges. This anfwer fcrved Charles as a fufficient 
reafon for concluding a peace with Francis at Crepy, where no mt> ntion was r8th Septem

made of the Eng1ilh . . He ftipulated to give Flanders as a dowry to his daugh- ber. 

ter, whom he agreed to marry to the duke of Orleans, Francis's fecond Jon; 
and Francis, in return, withdrew his troops from Piemont and Savoy, and re-
nounced all claim to Milan, Naples, and other territories in Italy. This peace, 
fo advantageous to Francis, was procured partly by the deci_five victory obtained 
in the beginning of the campaign by the. count d' Anguyen over the imperialifts 
at Cerifolles in Piemont, partly, by the emperor's great defire to turn his arms 
againft the proteftant princes in Germany. Charles ordered his troops to fepa-
rate from the Engli!h in Picardy; and Henry, finding himfelf obliged to raife 
the fiege of Montreuil, returned into England. This campaign fi rved, to the 3oth Septem. 

populace, as matter of great triumph ; but all men of fenfe concluded, that the ber. 

King had, as in all his former . military enterprizes, made, at an infinite charge, 
an acquifition which was of no manner of confequence. 

THE war with Scotland, meanwhile, was conducted feebly, and with various 
fuccefs. Sir Ralph Evers, now lord Evers, and Sir Bryan Latoun, made an in
road into that kingdom ; and having laid wafte the counties of Tiviotdale and 
the Merfe, they proceeded to the abbey of Coldingham, which they took pof
feffion of, and fortified. The regent affembled an army of eight thoufand men, 
in order to diOodge them from this poft ; but he had no fooner opened his bat
teries before the place, than a fudden panic feized him, and be fled to Dun bar. He 
complained of the mutinies of his army, and pretended to be afraid left they 
1bould deliver him into the hands of the Englifh: But his own unwarlike fpi
rit was generally believed to have been the motive of this di1bonourable retreat. 
The Scots army, upon the departure of their general, immediately fell into con
fufion; and had not Angus, with a few of his retainers, brought off the can
non, and protected their rear, the Englifh might have gained great advantages 
over them. Evers, elated with this fuccefs, boafied to Henry, that he had con-

M n1 2 quered 
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. Clup. VII. quered all Scotland to the Forth ; and he claimed a reward for this important 

1544· fervice. The duke of Norfolk, who knew with what difficulty fuch acquifitions 

would be maintained againft a warlike people, advifed the King to grant him~ 

as his reward, the conquefts of which he fo highly boafted. The next inroad 

-.545· made by the Englilh, £hewed the vanity of Evers's hopes. This general led 

about five thoufand men into Tiviotdale, and was employed in ravaging that 

country; when intelligence was brought him, that fome Scots forces appeared 

near the abbey of Melrofs. Angus had excited the regent to more activity ; and 

a proclamation being iffued for affembling the troops of the neigbour.ing coun~ 

ties, a confiderable body had repaired to his ftandard. Norman LeOy, fon to· 

the earl of Rothes, had alfo joined the army with fome volunteers from Fife ; 

and he inipired courage into the whole, as well by this acceffion of force, as by 

his perfonal brave1y and intrepidity. In order to bring their- troops to the necef

fity of a fteady defence, the Scots leaders ordered all their cavalry to difinount ; 

and they refolved to wait, on fome high grounds at Ancram, the aifault of the 

·17th of Fe- Englilh. The Englilh, whofe paft fucceffes had taught them too n1uch to defpife 

bruary. the enemy, thought, when they faw the Scots horfes led off the field, that the 

whole army was retiring; and they hafiened t~ attack them. The Scots re

ceived them in good order ; and being favoured by the ad vantage of the ground~ 

as well as by the furprize of the Engli!h, who expeCted no refiftance, they foon 

put them to flight, and purfued them with a confiderable ilaughter. Evers and 

Latoun were both killed, and above a thoufand men were made prifoners. In or

der to fupport the Scots in. this war, Francis, fome time after, fent over a body 

of auxiliaries, to the number of three thoufand ·five hundied men, under the 

command of M.ontgomery, lord of Lorges •. Reinforced by thefe fuccours, 

the Regent affembled an army of fifteen thoufand men at Haddington, and march

ed thence to ravage the eaft borders of England. They laid all waf;le wherever 

. they came ; and having met with no confiderable refiftance, they retired into their 

own country, and difperfed themfelves. The earl of Hertford, in revenge, 

committed ravages on the middle and weft marches; and the war on both fides 

was fignalizecl rather by. the ills inflicted on the enemy, than by any confiderable 

advantage gained by either party. 

THE war likewife between F.t:ance and England was not diftinguilhed this year. 

by any memorable events.. Francis had equipped a fleet of above two hundred 

fail, befides gallies ; and having embarked fome land forces on board, he fent 

them to make a defcent in England t .. They fa.i1cd to the iile of \Night, where. 

• Buchanao, lib. XV. Drummond. 't Beleair, Memoires du Be1L'lyo 

they 
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they found the Englifh fleet lying at anchor in St. Helens. It confifted not of Chap. vrr~ 
above an hundred fail ; and the admiral thought it moft advifeable to remain in •545· 

that road, in hopes of drawing the French into the narrow paffages and rocks~ 
which were unknown to them. The two fleets cannonaded one another for two 
days; and except the finking of the Mary Rofe~ one of the largeft iliips of the 
Engli!h fleet, the damage on both fides was inconfiderable. The French Janded 
troops in the ifie of Wight, and committed ravages; but being repulfed by the 
militia of the country, they retired to their !hips, which foon after fet fail for 
France. They were again driven by the wino on the coaft of England, where 
they met with the Engli!h fleet ; and a new cannonading enfued, which proved 
no more decifi ve than the foregoing. It was indeed fcarce poffible, that a- fleet. 
at that time could, without boarding, gain any confiderable advantage over the. 

1 enemy. The cannon were commonly fo ill ferved, that a French writer. of me
moirs • obferves, as a circumftance fomewhat fingular, . that each of -thefe nume
rous fleets in a two hours engagement, fired full three hundred !hot. One fmalL 
fhip in our time could, without difficulty, do thrice as much., 

FR AN c1s's chief intention, in equipping fo great a fleet, . was to prevent the 
Engli!h from throwing fuccours into ~oulogne, which he intended to befiege; 
and for that purpofe, he ordered a fort to be built, by, which he propofed to block 
up the harbour. Afte,r a confiderable lofs of money and time, the fort was 
found fo ill conftrutted, that he was obliged to abandon it ; and tho' he had 
brought together, on that frontier, an army of near forty thoufand men, he was 
not able to effeCt any confiderable enterprize. He broke into the territory of 
Oye, an extent of country which lies near. Calais, and which ferved commonly 
to fupply the garrifon with provifions ; and he laid it entirely wafte by fire 
and f word. SeveraL fkirmi.fhes enfued. between the French and Engli!h, in.. 
one of which the duke of Aurnale received a remarkable wound. A lance was~ 
run into his head between his eye and nofe; and notwithftanding that the lance· 
broke and the head of it remained in the wound, he was not difmounted by fo 

' violent a !hock, and the head of the lance being extraCted by a fkilful furgeon, 
he afterwards recovered, and rendered hirnfelf extremely famous, by the name of' 
the duke of Guife. Henry, in order to defend his dominions in France, had 
levied fourteen thoufand Germans ; who, having marched to Fleurines in the 
biihopric of Liege, found that they could advance no farther. The Emperor 
\vould not allow them a paffage thro' his dominions: They received intelligence of 
a fuperior army on the fide of France ready to intercept them : Idtenefs an~ 
want of pay foon b.red a mutiny among them : And having feized the Eng!ifT 

. De Lange_r.~ . 
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Chap. VII. commiffaries as a fecurity for arrears, they retreated into th<r own countt y. 
15 45 · ,.fhe>re feems to have been fome want of forefight and contrivace in this expen-

five arm~ment. 
23No~ember. THE great expence of thefe two wars, maintained by Henry obliged him to 
AParhament. fummon a new Parliament. The commons granted him a fubfity, payable in two 

years, of two fhillings a pound on land* : The . fpirituality vced him fix fl1il
lings a pound. But the parliament, apprehenfive left more denands iliould be 
made upon them, thought to fave themfelves by a very extrardinary liberality 
of other people's property ; and by one vote they beftowed onthe King all the 
revenues of the univerfities, as well as of the chauntries, freechappels t, and 
bofpitals. Henry was pleafed with this conceffion, as it encrafed his power ; 
but he had no intention of defpoiling learning of all her end wments ; and he 
foon took care to inform the univerfities, that he meant not t<touch their reve
nues. Thus thefe antient and celebrated eftabliihments owd their fubfiftin(7 0 

to the generofity of the King, not to the proteCtion of this fer~le and profi:itute 

Parliament. 
THE proftitute fpirit of the parliament appeared farther in 1e preamble of a 

ftatute :J: ; in which they recognize the King to have always ben by the word of 
God fupreme head of the church of England, and acknowledge. that archbifhops, 
bifhops, and other ecclefiaftical perfons, have no manner of jdfdiction but by 
his royal n1andate : To him alone, fay they, and fuch perfons c he fhall appoint, 
full authority and power is given from above to hear and deternine all manner of 
caufes ecclefiaftical, ·and to correct all manner of herefies, errcs, vices and fins 
whatfoever. No mention is here made of the concurrence of oconvocation, nor 
even of a Parliam~nt. His proclamations are acknowledged tchave not only the 
force of a law, but the authority of a revelation ; and by his ryal power he may 
regulate the aCtions of men, and even direct their inward fentirents and opinions. 

2~December. THE King made in perfon a fpeech to the Parliament on roroguing them ; 
where, after thanking them for their loving attachment to bin, which, he faid, 
equalled what was ever paid by their anceftors to any King of ~ngland, he com
plained of their diffenfions, difputes and animofities in religion He told them, 

• Thofe who poffeffed goods or money, above five pound and below ten, ,ere to pay eight-pence 

a pound: Thofe above ten pound, a {billing. 

t A chauntry was a little church, chappel, or particular altar in fome cathedtl church, &c. endowed 

. with lands or other revenues for maintenance of one or more priefts, daily to 1y mafs or perform di

vine fervice, for the ufe of the founders, or fuch others as they appointed : Fee chappels were inde

pendant on any church, and endowed for much the fame purpofe as die formf. Ja,qh's Larw Ditl. 

t 37 Hen. VIII. c. •7• 
that 
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that the fevera: pulpits were become a kind of batteries againft each oth~r; and that 
one preacher cLlled another heretic and anabaptift, which was retaliated by the op
probrious term of papift and hypocrite: That he had permitted his people the ufe 
of the fcr~ptur.s, not in order to furnifh them materials for difpute and railing, 
but that he mght enable them to inform their confciences and inftruCl: their chil
dren and familes : That it grieved his heart to find how that precious jewel was 
proftituted, by being introduced into the converfation of every alehoufe and ta
vern, and emfloyed as a pretence for decrying the fpiritual and legal paftors : 
And that he ms forry to obferve, that the word of God, while it was the object 
of fo much arxious fpeculation, h d very little influence on their practice ; and 
that tho' an imlginary knowledge fo much abounded, charity was daily going to 
decay*. The King gave good advice; but his own example, by encouraging 
fpeculation and difpute, was ill qualified to promote that· peaceable fubmiffion of 
opinion, whid he recommended. 

Chap. VII. 
'54)• 

HENRY em,Ioyed in military preparations the money granted by Parliament; 1sf6 
and he fent ova- the earl of Hertford, and lord Lifie the admiral, to Calais with 
a boqy of ninethoufand men, two thirds of which confifted of foreigners. Some 
fkirmi!hes enfll:d of fmall confequence ; and no hopes of any confiderable pro-
grefs could be ~ntertained by either flde. Henry, whofe animofity againft Francis 
was not violent had given· fufficient vent to his humour by this !hart war; and 
finding, that fom his great encreafe in corpulence and decay in frrength, he 
could not hopefor much longer life, he was defirous of ending a quarrel, which 
might prove dmgerous to his kingdom during a minority. Francis likewife, on 
his part, was n4t averfe to peace with England ; becaufe, having lately loft his 
fon, the duke cf OrleJns, he revived his antient claim upon Milan, and forefaw, 
that hoftilities n• {- foon, on that account, break out between him and the Em- 7th of Ju tf',, 

Peror. Commffioners therefore having met at Campe, a place between Ardres Peace wir. 
. France ::md 

and Guifnes, t'1e articles were foon agreed on, and the peace figned by them. Scotland 
The chief condtions were, that Henry fhould retain Boulogne during ·eight years, 
or ti ll the forme· debt due by Francis lhould be paid. This debt was fettled at 
two millions of livres, be fides a cl:lim of soo,ooo livres, which was afterwards 
to be adj uiled. Francis took care to comprehend Scotland in the treaty. Thus 
all that Henry tbtained by a war, which coil: him above one 1nillion three hun-
dred and forty noufand pounds fl:erling t, was a bad fecurity for a debt, which 
was not a third ,f the value. 

Hall, hl. 26;. Herbert, p. 5 34• f Herhert, Stowe, 
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Ch ~p. vrr. THE King, being now freed from all foreign wars, had leifure to give his ac ... 
'5+6. tention to domeftic affairs ; and particularly to the eftablifhment of uniformity of 

opinion, on which he was fo intent. Tho' he allowed an Englilh tranfiation of 
the Bible, he had hitherto been very careful to keep the mafs in Latin ; but he 
was at lafl: prevailed with to permit, that the Litany, a confiderable part of the 
public fervice, fhould be celebrated in the vulgar tongue ; and by this innovation, 
he excited anew the hopes of the reformers, who had been fomewhat difcouraged 
by the feverity of the ftatute of the fix articles. One petition of the new Litany 
was a prayer to fave us from the tyranny of the bifhop of Rome, and from all bis 
deteftable enormities. Cranmer was employing his authority to engage Henry to 

-- farther innovations ; and he took advantage of Gardiner's abfence, who was fent 
-in an embaffy to the emperor ; but Gardiner, having wrote to the King, that, if 
he carried his oppofition to the catholic religion to greater extremities, Charles 
threatened to break off all commerce with him, the fuccefs of Cranmer's projects 
was for that time retarded. Cranmer loft this year the moft fincere and mofl: power
ful friend, whom he poffeffed at court; Charles Brandon, duke of Suffolk: The 
OEeen dowager of France, fpoufe to Suffolk, had died fome years before. This 
nobleman is one inftance, that Henry was not altogether incapable of a cordial and . 
fteady friend !hip; and Suffolk feems to have been entirely worthy of that favour, 
which, from his earlieft youth, he had enjoyed with him. The King was fitting 
in council when informed of Suffolk's death ; and he took that occafion both to 
-exprefs his own forrow for the 1ofs, and to celebrate the merits of the deceafed. 
He declared, that, during the whole courfe of their correfpondence, his brother
in-law had not made any attempt to injure an adverfary, and had never whifpered 
a word to the difadvantage of any one. '' Is there any of you, my lords, who 
" can fay as much ?', When the King fubjoined thefe words, he looked round 
in all their faces, and faw that confufion, which the confcioufnefs of fecret guilt 
naturally threw upon them*. 

CRANMER himfelf, when bereaved of this fupport, was the more expofed to 
thofe cabals of the courtiers, which the oppofition of party and religion, joined 
to the ufual motives of intereft, rendered fo frequent among Henry's minifters and 
counfellors. The catholics took hold of the King by his paffion for orthodoxy ; 
and .they ,eprefented to him, that, if his laudable zeal for inforcing the truth met 
with no gr~ater fuccefs, it was owing altogether to the primate, whofe example 
and encouragement were, in reality, the fecret fupports of herefy. Henry, fee
ing the point to w.hich they tended, feigned a compliance, and defired the coun
cil to make enq\liry ~nto Cranmer's condutt ; promifing that, if he was found 
guilt_y, he ~ould.fend him to the Tower, and bring him to condign punilhment; 

! Coke's In.ft. cap. 99• 
Al 
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All the world now gave the primate for loft ; and his old friends, from merce- Chap. VII. 
nary views, as well as the oppofite party, from animofity, began to fhow him 1.)46• 
marks of neglect and difregard. He was obliged eo ftand feveral hours among 
the lacqueys at the door of the council-chamber, before he could be admitted; 
and when he was at Iaft called in, he was told, that they had determined to fend 
him to the Tower. Cranmer faid, that he appealed to the King himfelf; and 
finding his appeal difregarded, he produced a ring, which Henry had giv~n 
him as a pledge of favour an€1 proteCtion. The council were confounded ; and 
when they came before the King, he reproved them in the feverefr terms, and 
told them, that he was well acquainted with Cranmer's merit, as well as with 
their malignity and envy: But he was determined to crufh all their cabals, and 
to teach them., by the fevereft difcipline, fince gentle merhods were in vain, a 
more dutiful concurrence in _promoting his fervice. Norfolk, who was Cranmer's 
capital enemy, apologized tor their conduct, by faying, that their only intention 
was to fet the primate's innocence in a full light by bringing him to an open trial : 
And Henry obliged them all to embrace him, as a fign of their cordial reconcilia
tion. The mild temper of Cranmer rendered this reconciliation more fincere on 
his part, than is ufual in fuch forced compliances*. 

BuT tho' Henry's favour for Cranmer rendered fruitlefs all accufations againft Perfecutions. 
him, his pride and peevifhnefs, irritated by his declining ftate of healch, carried 
him to punifh with frefh feverity all others who prefumed to entertain a different 
opinion from himfelf, particularly in the capital point of the real prefence. Anne 
Afcue, a young woman of merit as well as beauty t, who had great connexions 
with the chief ladies at court, and with the OEeen herfelf, was accufed of dogma-
tizing on that delicate article; and Henry, inftead of having indulgence to the 
weaknefs of her fex and age, was but the more provoked, £hat a woman fhould 
dare to oppofe his theological fentiments. She was prevailed on by Bonner's me-
naces to make a feeming recantation ; but fhe qualified it with fome referves, 
which did not fatisfy that zealous prelate. She was thrown into pr;fon, and 
there employed herfelf in compofing prayers and difcourfes, by which fhe forti· 
fied her refolution to endure the utmoft extremity, rather than relinquifh her reli-
gious principles. She even wrote to the King, and told him, that as to the 
Lord's fupper, fhe believed as much as Chrift himfelf had faid of it, and as 
much of his divine doCl:rine as the catholic church had required : But while fhe 
could not be brought to acknowledge an affent to the King's explications, this 
declaration availed her nothing, and was rather regarded as a frefh infult. The 
chancellor, Wriothefely, who had fucceeded Audley, and who was much attach-

• Burner, vol. i. p. 343, 344• Antiq. Brit. in vita Cranm. 
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ed to the catholic party, was fent to examine her with regard to her patrons at 

court, and the g~eat ladies who were in correfpondence with her : But fhe main

tained a very laudable fidelity to her friends, and would confefs nothing. She 

was put to the torture in the moft cruel manner, and continued frill refolute in pre

ferv ing fccrecy. Some authors* add a very extraordinary circumftance : That the 

ch ancel lor, who flood by, ordered the lieutenant of the Tower to ftretch the 

rack fJrther ; but the lieutenant refufed compliance with that cruelty : The chan· 

cellar menaced him ; but met with a new refufal : Upon which that magiftrate, 

who was otherwife a perfon of merit, but intoxicated with religious zeal, 

put his own hand to the rack, and drew it fo violently that he almoft tore her 

body afunder. Her conftancy frill furpaifed the barbarity of her perfecutors, 

and they found all their efforts to be baffied. She was then condemned to be 

burned alive ; and being fo diilocated by the rack, that fhe could not ftand, !he 

was carrit d to the flake in a chair. Together with her, were brought Nicholas 

Belenian, a prieft, John Laifels of the King's family, and John Adams a taylor, 

who had been condemned for the fame crime to the fame punilhment. They 

were all tied to the fl:ake ; and in that dreadful fituation, the chancellor fent to 

inform them, that their pardon was ready drawn and figned, and 1hould .inftantly 

be given them, if they would merit it by a recantation. They only regarded 

this offer as a new ornament to their crown of martyrdom ; and they faw with 

tranquillity the executioner kindle the flames which confumed them. Wriothefely 

did not confider, that this public and noted fituation interefted their honour the 

more to maintain a fteady perfeverance. 

BuT tho' the fecrecy and fidelity of Anne Afcue faved the Queen from this 

peri1, !he ioon after fell into a new danger, from which fhe very narrowly 

efcaped. There was an ulcer broke out in the King's leg, which, joined 

to his extreme corpulency and his bad habit of body, began both to threaten 

his life, and to render him, even more than ufual, ·peevilh and paffionate. The 

~een, du ring this time, attended him with the moft tender and dutiful care~ 

and endeavoured, by every foothing art and compliance, to allay thofe gufts of 

hutnour, to which he was become fo fubjeet. His favourite topic of converfa

tion was theology ; and Catherine, whofe good fenfe made her capable of dif

courfing on any fubjeCl:, was frequently engaged into the argument; and being 

fecretly inclined to the principles of the reformers, fhe unwarily difcovered too 

much of her mind on thefe occafions. Henry, highly provoked that fhe 1hould 

* Fox, vol. ii. p. 578. Speed, p. 780. Baker, p. 299. But Burnet queftions the truth of this cir

cumftance: Fox, however, tranfcribes her own paper, where lhe relates it. I muft add, in juftice 

to the King, that he difapproved of Wriothefely's conduCt, and commended the lieutenant. 
prefume 
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prefume to differ from him, made complaints of her ob!l:inacy to Gardiner, who 
gladly laid hold of the opportunity to inflame the quarrel. He praifed the King's 

anxious care for preferving the orthodoxy of his fubj;.:cts, and reprefented, that the 
more elevated the perfon was who was chaftifed, and the more near to his perfon, 

the greater terror would the example £hike into every one, and the more glorious 

would the facrifice appear to all pofterity : The cLanc 1lor, being confulted, was 

engaged by religious zeal to fecond thefe topics ; a 1d Henry, hurried by his 
own impetuous temper, and encouraged by his counfellors, went fo far as to or
der articles of impeachment to be drawn up againft his confort. Wriothefely 

executed his commands ; and foon after brought the paper to him to be figned : 
For as it was high treafon to throw ilander upon the ~een, he rnight otherwife 
have been quefiioned for his temerity. In going home, he chanced to drop this 

important paper from his pocket ; and as fome perfon of the Q!:1een's party 
found it, it was immediately carried to her. She was fenfible of the extreme 
danger to which fhe was expofed : but did not defpair of being able, by her pru .. 
_dence and addrefs, ftill to elude the efforts of her enemies. She paid her ufual 
vifit to the King, and found him in a more ferene difpofition than Ihe had reafon 
to expect. He entered on the fubjett which was fo familiar to him, and he 
feemed to challenge her to an argument in divinity. She gently declined the con

verfation, and obferved, that fuch profound fpeculations were ill fuited to the na
tural imbecility of her fex. Women, fhe faid, by their firft creation, were made 

fubject to men : The male was created after the image of God ; the female after 
the image of the. male : It belonged to the hufband to choofe principles for his 
wife; the wife's duty was, in all cafes, to adopt implicitly the fentiments of her 

hufband: And as to herfelf, it was doubly her duty, being bleft wi 1 a hufband, 

who was qualified, by his judgment and learning, not only to choofe p~inciples 

for his own family, but for the moft wife and knowing of every nation. " Not 
" fo! by St. Mary," replied the King, " you are now become a doctor, Kate; 

" and better fitted to give than receive inftruEtions." She meel,.ly replied, 
that fhe was fenfible how little fhe was intitled to thefe praifes ; that tho' fhe 

ufually declined not any converfation, however fublime, when propofed by his 
majefty, fhe well knew, that her conceptions could ferve to no other purpofe than 
to give him a little momentary amufement ; that fhe found the converfation apt 

to languifh when not revived by fome oppofition, and had ventured fometimes to 

feign a contrariety of fentiments, in order to give him the pleafure of refuting 
her: and that fhe alfo propofed, by this innocent artifice, to engage him into 

topics, whence, fhe had obferved, by frequent experitnce, that Ihc reaped pro

fit and inftruction. " And is it fo, f weet-heart ?" replied the King, " then are 
N n 2 " we 
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" we perfect friends again." He embraced her with great affection, and fent 
her away with affurances of his protection and kindnefs. Her enemies, who 
knew nothing of this turn, prepared next day to convey her to the Tower, pur
fuant to the King's warrant. Henry and Catherine were converfing amicably in 
the garden, when the chancellor appeared with forty of the purfuivants. The 

. King fpoke to him at fome diftance from her ; and feemed to expoftulate with 
him in the fevereft manner : She even overheard the terms of knave, fool, and 
beajl, which he very liberally befiowed upon that magiftrate; and then ordered 
him to depart his prefence. She afterwards interpofed to mitigate his anger: He 
faid to her, " Poor foul! you know not how little intitled this man is to your 
" good offices." From thenceforth, the ~een, having narrowly efcaped fo great 
a danger, was careful not to offend Henry's humour by any contradiction ; and 
Gardiner, whofe malice had endeavoured to widen the breach, could never after
wards recover his favour and good opinion*. 

BuT Henry's tyrannical difpofition, foured by ill health, burft out foon after 
to the deftruction of a man, who poffeffed a much fuperior rank to Gardiner. 
The duke of Norfolk and his father, during this whole reign, and even a great 
part of the foregoing, had been regarded as the greateft fubjects in the king
dom, and had rendered very confiderable fervices to the crown. The duke him
felf had in his youth difi:inguilhed hin1felf by naval enterprizes : He had much 
contributed to the viCtory over the Scots at Flouden : He had fuppreffed a clan· 
gerous rebellion in the North : And he had always done his part with honour in 
all the expeditions againft France. Fortune feemed to confpire with his own in
duftry, in raifing him to the higheft elevation. By the favours heaped on him 
from the crown, he had acquired an immenfe eftate : The King had fucceffively 
been married to two of his nieces ; and the King's fon, the duke of Richmond, 
had married his daughter : Befides his defcent from the antient family of the 
Moubrays, by which he was allied to the throne, he had efpoufed a daughter of 
the duke of Buckingham, who was defcended by a female from Edward the third: 
And as he was believed frill to adhere fecretly to the antient religion, he was re
garded, abroad and at home, as the head of the catholic party. But all thefe cir
cumftances, in proportion as they exalted the duke, provoked the jealoufy of 
Henry ; and he forefaw danger, during his fon's minority, both to the public 
tranquillity, and to the new ecclefiaftical fyftem, from the attempts of fo potent 
a fubject. But nothing tended more to expofe Norfolk to the King's vengeance, 

• Burnet, vol. i, P· 344· Herbert, P• s6o. Speed, p. 78o. Fox's Acts and Monuments, vol. ii. 
P· 58. 

than 
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than the prejudices, which Henry had entertained againft the earl of Surrey, fon Chap. vrr. 
to that nobleman. 15 46. 

SuRREY was a young man of the moft promifing hopes, and had diftingui!h
ed himfe]f by every accomplifhment, which became a fcholar, a courtier, and 
a foldier. He excelled in all the military exercifes, which were then in requeft : 
He encouraged the fine arts by his patronage and example : He had made fome 
fuccefsful attempts in poetry ; and being fmit with the romantic gallantry of that 
age, he celebrated the praifes of his miftrefs by his pen and his lance, in every 
mafk. and tournament. His fpirit and ambition were equal to his talents and his 
quality ; and he did not always regulate his conduCt by that caution and referve, 
which his fituation required. He had been left governor of Boulogne, when 
that town was taken by Henry ; but tho' his perfonal bravery was unqueftioned, 
he had been unfortunate in fome rencounters with the French. The King, feme
what difpleafed with his conduCt, had fent over Hertford to command in his 
place ; and Surrey was fo imprudent as to drop fome menacing expreffions againft 
the minifters, on account of this affront, which was put upon him. And as he 
had refufed to marry Hertford's daughter, and even waved every propofal of mar
riage, which was made him ; Henry imagined, that he had entertained views of 
efpoufing the lady Mary ; and he was inftantly determined to reprefs, by the 
moft fevere expedients, fo dangerous an ambition. 

AcTuATED by all thefe motives, and perhaps too influenced by that old 
difguft, with which the ill conduct of Catherine Howard had infpired him againft 
ail her family, he gave private orders to arreft Norfolk and Surrey ; and they 1 zth of De
were on the fame day confined to the Tower. Surrey being a commoner, his cember. 
trial was the more expeditious ; and as to proofs, neither parliaments nor juries 15 • 
feem ever to have given the leaft attention to them in any caufe of the crown, 

47 

d · h. h J • H fc d h h h d · d · h' .c ., Execution of unng t 1s w o e retgn. e was accu e , t at e a entertame m IS J.am11y the earl of 
fome Italians who were fuJPefled to be fpies ; a fervant of his had paid a vifit to Surrey. 
cardinal Pole in Italy, whence he was fufpefted of entertaining a correfpondence 
with that obnoxious prelate ; he had quartered the arms of Edward the Confeffor 
on his fcutcheon, which made him be fufpefled of afpiring to the crown, tho' 
both he and his ancefiors had openly, during the courfe of many years, maintained 
that practice; and the heralds had even juftified it by their authority. Thefe 
were the crimes, for which a jury, notwithftanding his eloquent and fpirited de-
fence, condemned this nobleman for high treafon ; and their fentence was foon 
after executed upon him. 

THE innocence of the Duke of Norfolk was frill, if poffible, more apparent Attainder of 
than that of his fon; as his fervices to the crown had been much greater. His ~~r~~1t~ of 

1 dutchefs 
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~hap. VII. dutchefs, with whom he lived on bad terms, had been fo bafe as to carry intel-

1 5+7· ligence to his enemies of all fhe knew againft him : Elizabeth Holland, a m if-

trefs of his, had been equally fubfervient to the defigns of the court : Yet with 
all thefe advantages his accufers difcovered no greater crime, than that he had 
once faid, that the King was Gckly, and could not hold out long, and the king
dom was likely to fall into diforders, thro' the diverfity of rrligious opinions. 
He wrote a n1oft pathetic letter to the King, pleading his pall: fervices, and pro

tefring his innocence : Soon afEer he embraced a more proper expedient for ap
peafing Henry, by making a fubmiffion and confeffion, fuch as his enemies re

quired : But nothing could mollify the unrelenting temper of the King. He 

q.thJanuary. affembled the parliament, as the fureft and moft expeditious inftrument of his 
tyranny ; and the houfe of peers, without examining the prifoner, without trial 

or evidence, paffed a bill of attainder againft him, and fent it down to the corn. 

mons. Cranmer, tho' engaged for many years in an oppofite party to Norfolk, 

and tho' he had received many and great ir.juries from him, would have no hand 

in fo unjuft a profecution, and he retired to his feat at Croydon*. The King was 
now approaching faft towards his end ; and fearing left Norfolk fhould efcape 

him, he fent a meffage to the commons, by which he defired them to haften tbe 
bill, on pretence, that Norfolk enjoyed ·the dignity of earl marfhal, and it was 
neceffary to appoint another, who might officiate at the enfuing ceremony of in

flailing his fon, prince of Wales. The obfequious commons obeyed his direCti

ons, tho' founded on fo frivolous a pretence; and the King, having affixed the 

royal affent to the bill by commiffioners, iffi1ed orders for the execution of Nor

folk on the morning of the twenty ninth of January. But news being carried 
to the Tower~ that the King himfelf had expired that night, the lieutenant de

ferred the execution of the warrant, and it was not thought advifable by the 
council, to begin a new reign by the death of the greateft nobleman in the king

dom, who had been condemned by a fentence fo unjuft and tyrannical. 

THE King's health had been long in a very declining condition ; but for feveral 

days all thofe near him plainly faw his end approaching. He was become fo 
froward, that no one durft inform him of his condition ; and as fame perfons, 
during this reign, had undergone the punifhrnent of traitors for foretelling the 
King's death t, every one was afraid, left, in the trarfports of his fury, he might, 
on this pretence, infliCt death on the author of fuch friendly intelligence. At laft, 

Sir Anthony Denny ventured to difclofe to him the fatal fecret, and exhorted 

him to prepare for the fate which was awaiting him. He expreffed his refigna-

• Burnet, vol. i. p. 348. Fox~ t Lanquet's Epitome of chronicles in the year I 541. 
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tion ; and defired that Cranmer might be fent for : But before that prelate arri- eh VIT ap. • 
ved, he was fpeechlefs, tho' he feemed ftill to retain his fenfes. Cranmer de- 1 547· 

fired him to give fame fign of his dying in the faith of Chrift: He fqueezed 
his hand, and immediately expired, after a reign of thirty-feven years and nine D~ath of the 
months ; and in the fifty-fixth year of his age. Kmg. 

THE King had made his will near a month before his deceafe; where he con. 
firmed the deftination of Parliament, in leaving the crown firft to prince Edward, 
then to the lady Mary, next to the lady Elizabeth : The two princeffes he ob
liged, under the penalty of forfeiting their title to the crown, not to marry with
out the confent of the council, which he appointed for the government of his 
minor fon. After his own children, he fettled the fucceffion on Frances Bran
don, marchionefs of Dorfet, eldeft daughter to his fifter, the French OEeen ; 
then on Eleonor, countefs of Cumberland, the fecond daughter. In paling 
over the pofterity of the ~een of Scots, his eldeft fifter, he made ufe of the 
power obtained from Parliament; but as he fubjoined, that after the failure of 
the French ~een's pofterity, the crown fhould defcend to the next lawful heir,. 
it afterwards became a queftion, whether thefe words could be applied to the 
Scottifh line. It was thought, that thefe princes were not the next heirs after 
the houfe of Suffolk, but before that houfe, and that Henry, by expreffing him
felf in this manner, meant entirely to exclude them. The late injuries which he 
had received from the Scots, had irritated him extremely againft that nation ; 
and he maintained to the laft that character of violence and caprice, by which 
his life had been fo much diftinguifhed. Another circumftance of his will may 
fuggeft the fame reflection with regard to the ftrange contrarieties of his temper 
and conduCt: : He left money for maffes to be faid for delivering his foul from 
purgatory ; and tho' he deftroyed all thofe inftitutions, eftablilhed by his anceftors, 
and others, for the benefit of their fouls, and had even left the doctrine of purgato· 
ry daub ful in all the articles of faith which he publifhed during his latter years, 
he was yet determined, when matters came to the laft, to take care, at leaft, of 
his own future repofe, and to adhere to the fafer fide of the queftion *. 

IT is difficult to give a juft fummary of this prince's qualities : He was fo His charaltcr 
different from himfelf in different parts of his reign, thar, as is well remarked 
by lord Herbert, his hiftory is his beft character and defcr1ption. The abfolute, 
uncontrouled authority which he maintained at home, and the regard which he 
acquired among foreign nations, are circumftances which entitle him to the ap-
pel1ation of a great prince ; while his tyranny, and cruelty, fee m to exclude him 

* See his will in Fuller, Heylin, and Rymer, p. 110, There is no reafonable ground to fufpett 
its authenticity, 

from 



Chap. VII. 
1547· 

2.80 H I S T 0 R Y oF E N G L A N D. 

from the charaB::er of a good one. He po!feifed, indeed, great vigour of mind, 
which qualified him for exercifing dominion over men ; courage, intrepidity, 
vigilance, inAexibility : And tho' thefe qualities lay not always under the guid
ance of a regular and folid judgment, they were accompanied with good pares, 
and an extenfive capacity; and every one dreaded a conteft with a man who was 
known never to yield, or to forgive, and who, in every controverfy, was deter
mined, either to ruin himfelf or his antagonift. A catalogue of his vices would 
comprehend many of the worft qualities incident to human nature: Violence, 
cruelty, profufion, rapacity, injuftice, obftinacy, arrogance, bigotry, prefump
tion, caprice : But neither was he fubjeet to all thefe vices in the moft extreme 
degree, nor was he, at intervals, altogether devoid of virtues : He was fincere, 
open, gallant, liberal, and capable at leaft of a temporary friend!hip and attach
ment. ln this refpeCt he was unfortunate, that the incidents of his times ferved 
to difplay his faults in their full light : The treatment which he met with from 
the court of Rome provoked him to violence ; the danger of a revolt from his 
fuperftitious fubjeCts, feemed to require the moft extreme feverity. But it muft, 
at the fame time, be acknowledged, that his fituation tended to throw an additi
onalluftre on what was great and magnanimous in his charaCter : The emulation 
between the emperor and the French King, rendered his alliance, notwithftand
ing his impolitic conducr, of great importance in Europe: The extenfive powers 
of his prerogative, and the fubmiffive, not to fay i1avifh, difpofition of his Par
liament, made it the more eafy for him to aifume and maintain that entire do
minion by which his reign is fo much diflinguifhed in the Englifh hiftory. 

IT may fee m a little extraordinary, that notwithftanding his cruelty, his ex
tortion, his violence, his arbitrary adminifi:ration, this prince not only acquired 
the regard of his fubjeB:s; but never was the objeCt of their hatred : He feems 
even in fome degree to have po!fdfed, to the laft, their love and affection*. His 
exterior qualities were advantageous, and fit to captivate the multitude : His 
magnificence and perfonal bravery rendered him illuftrious in vulgar eyes : And 
it may be faid, with truth, that the Engli!h in that age, were fo thoroughly fub
dued, that, like eafiern flaves, they were inclined to admire even thofe acts of 
violence and tyranny, which were exercifed over themfelves, and at their own 
expence. 

WITH regard to foreign ftates, Henry appears long to have fupported an inter.
courfe of friendfhip wirh Francis, more fincere and difinterefted than ufually 
takes place between neighbouring princes. Their common jealoufy of the em
peror Charles, and fome refemblance in their charaCters, (tho' the comparifon is 

extremeir 
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extremely to the advantage of the French monarch) ferved as the cement of their 
mutual amity. Francis is faid to have been affeCl:ed with the King's death, and 
to have expreffed much regret for the Iofs. His own health began to decline : 
He foretold, that he lhould not long furvive his friend*: And he died in about 
two months after him. 

THERE were ten Parliaments fummoned by Henry the eighth, and twenty
three feffions held. The whole time in which thefe Parliaments fat during this 
long reign, exceeded not three years and a half. It amounted not to a year dur
ing the firft twenty years. The innovations in religion obliged him afterwards 
to call thefe affemblies more frequently : But tho' thefe were the moft important 
tranfaB:ions that ever fell under the cognizance of Parliament, their devoted at
tachment to Henry's will, joined to their earneft defire of returning foon to their 
country feats, produced a very quick difpatch of the bills, and made the feffions of 
fhort duration. All the King's caprices were, indeed, blindly complied with, 
and no regard was payed to the fafety or liberty of the fubjetl:. Befides the vio
lent profecution of whatever he was pleafed to call herefy, the laws of treafon 
were multiplied beyond all former precedent. Even words to the difparagement 
of the King, Queen, or royal iffue, were fubjeCl:ed to that penalty ; and fo little 
care was taken in framing thefe rigorous fi:atutes, that they contain obvious con
tradictions; infomuch, that, had they been ftrictly execut.ed, every man, with
out exception, muft have fallen under the penalty of treafon. By one ftatute t, 
for inftance, it was declared treafon to affert the validity of the King's marriage, 
either with Catherine of Arragon, or Anne Boleyn : By another :J:, it was trea-· 
fon to fay any thing to the difparagement or Oander of the princeffes, Mary and 
Elizabeth ; and to call them fpurious, would, no doubt, be conftrued to their 
flander. Nor would even a profound filence with regard to thefe delicate points, 
be able to fave a perfon from fuch penalties. For by the forn1er ftatute, whoever 
refufed to anfwer upon oath to any point contained in that act, was fubjecred to 
the pains of treafon. The King, therefore, needed only to propofe to any one 
a queftion with regard to the legality of either of his firft marriages : If the per
fan was filent, he was a traytor by law : If he anfwered, either in the negative or 
in the affirmative, he was no lefs a traytor. So monftrous were the inconfiftencies, 
which arofe from the furious paffions of the King, and the Oavifh obedienc~ of his 
Parliaments. It is hard to fay, whether thefe contradictions were owing to Hen
ry's precipitancy, or to a formed defign of tyranny. 

IT may not be improper to recapitulate whatever is memorable in the ftatutes of 
this reign, whether with regard to police or commerce : Nothing can better 

• Le Thou. 
VoL. Ill. 
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1how the genius of the age than fuch a review of the laws. The abolition of 
the-ancient religion contributed much to the regular execution of juftice. While 
the catholic fuperfl:ition fubfifted, there was no poffibility of punilhing any crimes
in the clergy : The chur<:h would not allow the magiftrate to try the offences. 
of her members, and fhe- could not herfelf infliCt any civil penalties upon them. 
But Henry reftrained thefe pernicious exemptions : The privilege of clergy was 
aboli!hed for the crimes of petty treafon, murder, and felony, to all under the 
degree of a fubdeacon *. But the former fuperftition not only proteCted crimes 
in the clergy : It exempted alfo the laity. from puni!hment, by affording them 
fuelter in the churches and fanCl:uaries. The Parliament reftrained thefe abufes. 
It was firft declared, that no fanCl:uaries were allowed in cafes of high treafon t ;. 
next, in thofe of murder, felony, rapes, burglary, and petty treafon t : And it 
limited them in other particulars§. The only expedient employed to fupport · 
the military fpirit during this age, was the reviving and extending fame old laws, 
enacted for the encouragement of archery,. on which the defence of the kingdom 
was fuppofed very much to depend. Ev~ry man was ordered to have a bow 11 : 
Buts were ordered· to ce ereCted in every pari!h ~: And every bowyer was or
dered, for each bow of yew which he made, to make two of elm or wich, for 
the fervice of the common people **. The ufe of crofs.bows and hand·guns. 
was alfo prohibited tt; \V hat rendered the Englifu bowmen more formidable 
was,. that they carried halberts with them, by which they were enabled, upon 
occafion, to engage in clofe fight with the enemy t:J:. Frequent mufters or ar
rays were alfo made of the people, even during time of peace ; and all men of 
fubftance were oblig~d to have a compleat fuit of armour or harnefs, as it 
was called §§. T-he martial fpirit of the Englifh, during that age, rendered this 
precaution, it was thought, fufficient for the defence of the nation; and as the 
King had then an abfolute power of commanding the fervice of all his fubjeets,_ 
he could prefently, . in cafe of danger, appoint new officers, and levy regiments, 
and colleCt an army as numerous .as he pleaCed. Where no faCtion or divifion· 
prevailed among the p~ople, there was no foreign power that ever dared to think.. 
of invading England. 'There is a f.1ying of Francis the-firft, which fhows the 
eftimation in which the nation was held in Europe. That magnanimous prince ... 
boafted, that ·.notwithftanding the, combination of Charles and Henry againft 
~im, in the year· 1524~ . he !hould be able to defend himfclf. Spain, fays-he, has .. 

• 23 Hen. VIII. c. 1. 

§ 22 Hen. VliT • . c. 14. 
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·no money ; the Low Countries have no foldiers: And as to England, my fron- Chap.. , , • 
tier is fl:rong on that fide'*. The city of London alone could mufter fifteen 15 7· 
thoufand men t. -Difcipline, however, was .an advantage wanting to thefe troops; 
tho' the garrifon of Calais was a nurfery of officers ; and Tournay firft :J:, Bou-
-lougne afterwards, ferved to increafe the number. Every one, who ferved 
abroad, was allowed to alienate his lands without paying any fees §. A general 
permiffion was granted to difpofe of land by will !I. The Parliament were fo 
little jealous of their privileges, (which indeed were at that time fcarce worth 
preferving) that there is an inftance of one Strode, who, becaufe he introduced 
.into the lower houfe fome bill regarding tin, was very fevere]y treated by the Scan .. 
·nery courts of Cornwal : Heavy fines were impofed on him ; and upon his refu-
fal to pay, he was thrown into a dungeon, loaded with irons, and ufed in fuch a 
n1anner as brought his life in danger : Yet all the notice which the Parliament tool 
of this enormity, even in fuch an inferior court, was to enact., that no man could 
be queftioned afterwards for his conduCt in parliament**. This prohibition, how-
ever, muft only be extended to the inferior courts : For as to the King and privy 
council, and ftar-chamber, they were fca.rce bound by any law. There is a 
bill of tonnage and poundage, which !bows what uncertain ideas the Parliament 
had formed both of their own privileges and of the rights of the fovereign tt 
This duty had been voted to every King fince Henry the fourth, during the 
rerm of his own life : Yet Henry VIII. had already been allowed to levy it fix: 
years without any law ; and tho'' there had been four parliaments affembled, no at-
tention had been given either to grant it to him regularly, or reftrain him from 
Jevying it. At laft, the Parliament refolved to give him that fupply ; but even 
in this conceffion, they fhow themfelves plainly at a lofs to determine whether 
they grant it, or whether he has a right of himfelf to levy it. They fay, that 
-the impofition was made to endure during the natural life of the late King, and 
no longer: They yet blame the merchants who had not paid to the prefent King 
that duty: They obferve, that the law for tonnage and poundage was expired i 

yet make no fcruple to call that impofition the King's due : They affirm 
that he had fuftained great and manifold loffes by thofe who had defraud-
ed him of his duty : And to provide a remedy, they vote him that fupply dur-
ing his life, and no longer. It is remarkable, that notwithftanding this laft 
claufe, all his fucceffors, for more than a century, continued in the like irregular 
.praCl:ice : If a pratl:ice may deferve that epithet, which all the world acquiefced 

• P. Daniel. t Hall, fol. 235'· Hollingfhed, p. 547· Stowe, p. 577'· 
foL 68. § 14 and 15 Hen. VIII. c. 1 5~ U 34 and 35 Hen. VIII. c. 5 .. 
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in, and which gave no offence. But when Charles the firft attempted to con
tinue in the fame courfe, which had now received the fanB:ion of many genera
tions, fo much were the opinions of men altered, that a furioui tempeft was ex

cited by it, and hiftorians, partial or ignorant, frill reprefent that meafure as a 

moft violent and unprecedented enormity in that unhappy prince. 

THE King was allowed to make laws for Wales without confent of Parlia

n1ent *. With regard to England, the reftraint was little more than a formality. 

THE foreign commerce of England, during this age, was moftly confined to 

t.1e Nttherlands. The inhabitants of the Low Countries bought the Engli!h 

commodities, and diftributed them into the other parts of Europe. Hence the 

mutual dependance of thefe countries on each other ; and the great lofs fufiain

ed by both, in cafe of a rupture. During all the variations of politics, the fove

reigns ufually avoided the coming to this extremity ; and tho' the King bore a 

much greater friendfhip to Francis, the propenfity of the nation always lay to

wards the emperor. 

IN 1528, hoftilities commenced between England and the Low Countries ; 
but were foon ftopt by mutual agreement. While the Flemings were not al

lowed to purchafe cloth in England, the Englifh merchants could not buy it of 

the cloathiers, and the doathiers were obliged to difmifs their workmen, who be

gan to be tumultuous for want of bread. The cardinal, to appeafe them, fent 

for the merchants, and ordered them to buy cloth as ufual : They told him, that 

they could not difpofe of it as ufual ; and notwithftanding all his menaces, he 

could get no other anfwer from them t. An agreement was at laft made to con

tinue the commerce between the ftates, even during war. 

THE foreign artificers in general much furpaffed the Engli!h in dexterity, in

duftry, and frugality; and hence the violent animofity, which the latter, on ma-. 

ny occafions, expreffed againft any of the former who were fettled in England. 

They had the affurance to corn plain, that all their cuftomers Went to foreign 

tradefmen; and in the year 15 r 7, being moved by the feditious fer.mons of one 

Dr. Bele, and the intrigues of Lincoln, a broker, they raifed an infurreCl:ion. 

The apprentices, and others of the poorer forr, in London, began by breaking, 

up the prifons, where fome perfons were confined for infulting foreigners. They 

next proceeded to the houfe of Meutas, a Frenchman, much hated by them ; 

where they committed great diforders ; killed fome of his fervants, and plunder

ed his goods. The mayor could not appeafe them; nor Sir Thomas More, late 

\lnder iheriff, tho' extremely t:efpeCted in the dry. They alfo threa.tned cardinal 

~ 34- Hen. VIII .. 1: Hall,. folio 1 7'l· 
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Wolfey with fome infult; and he thought it neceffary to fortify his houfe, and Chap. vrr. 
put himfelf on his guard. Tired at ]aft with thefe d forders, they difperfed then1- 1 547· 

felves ; and the earls of Shrewfbury and Surrey feized fome of them. A procla-
mation was itfued, that women fhould not meet together to babble and talk, and 
that all men lhould keep their wives in their houfes. Next day the duke of Norfolk 
came into the city, at the head of thirteen hundred armed men, and made enquiry 
into the tumult. Be le and Lincoln, and fevcral others, were fent to the Tower, 
and condemned for treafon. Lincoln, and thirteen more were executed. The 
other criminals, to the number of four hundred, were brought before the King 
with ropes about their necks, fell on their knees, and cried for mercy. Henry 
knew at that time how to pardon ; he difmitfed them all without further punifh-
ment *· 

So great was the number of foreign artizans in the city, that at lea!l: fifteen 
thoufand Flemings alone were at one time obliged to leave it, by an order from 
the council, when Henry became jealous of their favour for 0!:1een Catherine t. 
Henry himfelf confeffes, in an edict of the fiar-chamber, printed among the 
fiatutes, that the foreigners ftarved the natives ; and obliged them from idle
nefs to have re\ ourfe to theft, murder, and other enormities :f:. He alfo aiferts, 
that the vaft multitudes of the foreign rs raifed the price of grain and bread§. 
A11d to prevent the increafe of the tvil, all foreign artificers were prohibited to 

have above two foreigners in their houfe, either journeymen or apprentices. A 
like jealoufy arofe again!l: the foreign merchants ; and to comply with it, a law 
was enacted obliging all denizens to pay the duties impofed upon aliens IJ. The 
Parliament had done better to have encouraged foreign merchants and artizans 
to come over to England ; which might have excited the emulation of the natives~ 
and have improved their ikill. The prifoners in the kingdom, for debts and 
crimes, are afferted, in an aCl: o~ parliament, to be fixty thoufand perfons and 
above**. 

THERE is a remarkable claufe in a ftatute paffed near the beginning of this 
reign t"t, by which we n1ight be induced to believe, that England was ex_ .. 
tremely decayed from the fiourifhing condition which it had attained in. former
times. It had been enacted in the reign of Edward the fecond,. that nQ magi .. 
firate in town or borough, who by his office ought to keep affize, ihould,. dur
ing the continuance of his magiftracy' fell either in wholefale or retail, anr 
wine or victuals. This law feemed very equitable, in order to prevent fraud or 

* Stowe, 505. Hollingfhed, 84o. t Le Grand, vol. iii. p. 2 3 2. .t % 1 Hen,. 
VIII. § Ibid. U 22 Hen. VIII. c. S.. . ~· 3 Hen. VIII •. c. 15" 
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Chap. vn. private views in fixing the affize : Yet the law is repealed in this reign~ The rea-
1547· fon affigned is, that " fince the making of that ftatute and ordinance, many and 

" the mofi part of all the cities, ·boroughs, and towns corporate, within the 
,, realm of England, are fallen in ruin and decay, and are not inhabited by mer
" chants, and men of fuch fubftance as at the time of making that ftarute: For 

· '' at this day, the dwellers and inhabitants of the fame cities and boroughs are 
" commonly bakers, vintners, fifhmongers, and other viCl:ualers, and there re
" main few others to bear the offices.n Men have fuch a propenfity to exalt pail: 
times above the prefent, that it feems dangerous to credit this reafoning of the 
Parliament, without further evidence to fupport it. So different are the views in 
which the fame object appears, that fame may be inclined to draw an oppofite in
ference from this faCt. A more regular police was eftabli!hed in the reign of Hen
ry the eighth, than in any former period, and a ftricter adminiftration of juftice; 
an advantage which induced the men of landed property to leave the provincial 
towns, and to retire into the country. Cardinal W olfey, in a fpeech to the par
liament, reprefented it as a proof of the increafe of riches~ that the cuftoms hacl 
increafed beyond what they were formerly*. 

BuT if there was really a decay of comn1erce and induftry, and populoufnefs 
in England, the ftatutes of this reign, except by abelifhing monafteries, and re
trenching holidays, a circumftance of confiderable moment, were not in other 
refpeCl:s well calculated to revive them. The fixing the wages of artificers was 
attempted t. Luxury in apparel was prohibited, by repeated ftatutes :J:; and 
probably without fuccefs. The chancellor and other minifters were empowered 
to fix the price of poultry., cheefe, and butter§. A ftatute was even paffed to 
fix the price of beef, pork, mutton., and veal Jl. Beef and pork were ordered 
to be fold at a halfpenny a pound : Mutton and veal at a halfpenny half a far
thing. The preamble of the ftatute fays, that thefe four fpecies of butcher's n1eat 
were the food of the poorer fort. This aCl: was afterwards repealed **. 

THE praCl:ice of depopulating the country, by abandoning tillage, and thr.ow
ing the lands into pafturage, ftil] continued tt ; as appears by the new laws 
which were enatled againft that praCtice. 1'he King wa.s entitled to half the 
rents of the land, where any farm houfes were allowed to go to decay tt. The 
unfkilful huiliandry was probably the caufe why the proprietors found no profit in 
tillage. The number of iheep allowed to be kept in one flock, was reftrained to 

• Hall, folio t to. 
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two thoufand *. Sometimes, fays the ftatute, one proprietor or farmer would Chap. vn. 
keep a flock of twenty-four thoufand. It is remarkable, that the Parliament 1 5+7· · 
afcribes the increafing price of 1heep and mutton, to this increafe of .fheep : Be-
caufe, fay they., the cemmodity being got into few hands, the price of it is raifed 
at pleafure t. It is probable, that the effect proceeded from the dail)l increafe 
of money : For it is impoffible, that fuch a commodity could be monopolized. 
lntereft was fixed during this reign at ten per cent t. 

SoME laws were made with regard to beggars and vagabonds§ ; one of the 
circumftances in government, which humanity would moft powerfully recom
mend to a benevolent legifiator; which feems, at firft fight, the moft eafily ad
jufted ; and which is yet the moft difficult to fettle in fuch a manner, as to at
tain the end without deftroying indllftry. The convents formerly were a fupport 
to the poor ; but at the fame time tended to encourage idlenefs and beggary. 

HENRY, as he poffeffed himfelf fome talents for letters, was an encourager of 
them in others. He founded Trinity college in Cambridge, and gave it very 
ample endowments. Wolfey founded Chrift Church in Oxford, and intended to 
call it Cardinal college : But upon his fal1, which happened before he had en
tire] y finilhed his fcheme~ the Kwg feized all the revenues ; and this violence, 
above all the other misfortunes of that great minifter, is faid to have given him 
the greateft anxiety and concern If. But Henry afterwards reftored the revenues 
of the college, and only changed the name. The cardinal founded in Oxford . 
the fidl: chair for teaching Greek; and this novelty rent that univerfity into the 
moft violent factions, which frequently came to blows. The ftudents divided 
themfelves- into parties, which bore the names of Greeks and Trojans, and fome
t1mes fought with as great animofity as- was formerly exercifed by thofe hoftile na~ 
tions. A new and more correct method of pronouncing. Greek being introduced 
into the univerfities, it divided alfo the Grecians themfelves into parties ; and it· 
was remarked that the catholics favoured the former pronunciation, the pro· 
tefl:ants gave countenance to the new. Gardiner employed the authority of the 
King and Council to fupprefs innovations in this particular, and to preferve the 
old found to the greek J]phabet. The rife of the Greek language in Oxford, ex- · 
cited the emulation of Cambridge **. Wolfey intended to have enriched the li
brary of his college at Oxford, with copies of ·all the manufcripts that were in 
the Vatican tt .. The countenance given to letters by this King and his minifters, , 
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contributed to render learning fafhionable in England; and Erafmus fpeaks ~ith 
great fatisfatl:ion of the general regard paid by the nobility and gentry of that 
kingdom to men of knowledge •. It is needlefs to be particular in mentioning 
the writers of this reign, or of the preceeding. There is no man in that age. 
who had the le aft pretenfion to be ranked among our claffics. Sir Thomas More, 
tho' he wrote in Latin, feems to come the neareft to that character • 

• Epift. ad Banifium~ Alfo epii. p. 368. 
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E D WARD VI. 

C H A P. I. 

State rf the regency.-Innovations in the regency.-Sonurflt pro
tetlor.-Riformation compleated.-Gardiner's oppojition.
Foreign affairs.-Progrefi of the reformation in Scotland.
.Af!ajji'nation of cardinal Beaton.-ConduB of the war with Scot
land.-Battle of Pinkey.-A Parliament.-Farther progrefi 
of the reformation.-4/fairs of Scotland.-roung !f(geen if Scots 
flnt into France.-Cabals of Lord Seymour.--Dudley earl of 
Warwick.-A Parliament.--Llttainder of Lord Seymour.
His execution.--Ecclijiajlical affairs. 

H E late King, by the regulations, which he impofed on the govern-
15 47

• 
ment of his infant fon, as well as by the limitations of the fucceffion, State of the 
had projeCted to reign even afcer his deceafe; and he imagined, that regency· 
·his minifters, who had always been fo obfequious to him during his 

life-time, would never afterwards depart from the plan which he had traced out 
to them. He fixed the majority of the Prince -at the completion of his eigh
teenth year ; and as Edward was at prefent only a few months paft nine, he ap
pointed fixteen ex~cutors; to whom, during the minority, he entrufi:ed the go-
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vernment of the King and kingdom. Their names were Cranmer, archbifhop 

of Canterbury; lord Wriotheftly, chancellor; lord St. John, great mafter; lord 
Ruffd, privy feal ; the earl of Hertford, chamberlain ; vifcount Lifie, admiral ;. 

Tonftal, biihop of Durham ; Sir Anthony Brown, mafl:er of horfe ; Sir Willian1 

Paget, fecretary of ftate : Sir Edward North, chancellor of the court of aug .. 

mentations; Sir Edward Montague, chief juftice of the comtnon pleas; judge 

Bromley, Sir Anthony Denny, and Sir William Herbert, chief gentleman of the 
privy chamber ; · Sir Ed ward W otton, treafurer of Calais ; Dr. W otton, dean 

of Canterbury. To thefe fixteen executors, with whon1 was entrufted the whole· 

regal authority, were added twelve counfellors, who poffeffed no imtnediate 

power, and coLlld only affift with their advice, when any affair was laid before 
them. The council was compofed of the Earls of Arundel and Effex; Sir Tho

mas Cheyney, treafurer of the houfehold; Sir John Gage comptroller; Sir An

thony Wingfield, vice chamberlain; Sir \Villiam Petre, fecretary of ftate ; Sir 
Richard Rich, Sir John Baker, Sir Ralph Sadler, Sir Thomas Seymour, Sir~ 

Richard Souchwel, and Sir Edmund Peckham*. The ufual caprice of Henry · 

appears fomewhat in this nomination ;. while he appointed feveral perfons of infe

rior ftation among his executors, and gave only the place of counfellor to a per

fan of fuch high rank as the earl of Arundel, and to Sir Thomas Seymour, the 

King's uncle. 

BuT the .firft act of the executors and counfellors was to depart from the defti

nation of the late King in a material article. No fooner were they met, than it 

was fuggefted, that the government would lofe its dignity, for want of fome 
head, who might reprefent the royal majefty, who might receive addreffes from 

foreign ambaffadors, to whom difpatches. from Englifh minifters abr.oad migl be 

carried, and whofe name might be employed in all orders and proclamati~ns : 
And as the king's will feemed to labour under a defect in this particular, it was 

concluded neceffary to fupply it by chufing a protector: who, tho' he fhould pof

fefs all the exterior (vmbols of royal dignity, fhould yet be bound, in every exer

cife of power, to follow the opinion of the executors t. This propofal was very 

difagreeable to chancellor Wriothefely. That magiftrate, a man of an active 

fpirit and high ambition, found himfelf, by his office, entitled to the firft rank in 

the regency after the primate : and, as he knew that that prelate had no talent 
nor inclination for ftate affairs, he hoped, that the direction of public bufinefs 
would of courfe devolve in a great meafure upon himfelf. l-Ie o:--pofed, therefore, 
this propofal of chufing a proteCtor; and reprefented that innovation as an infringe

ment of the King's will, which, being corroborated by act of parliament, ought 

• Strype's Memor. vol. ii. p. 457· t Burnet, -vol. ii. p. 5 
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in every thing to be a law to them, and could not be altered but by the fame au- Cllap. I . 

thority, which had eftablifhed it. The executors and counfellors were n1ofrly 1
547· 

courtiers, who had been raifed by Henry's favour, not men of high birth or great 
dependances; and as they had been fufficiently accuftomed to fubmiffion during 
the reign of the late monarch, and had no pretenfions to govern the nation by 
their own authority, they acquiefced the more willingly in a propofal, which 
feemed calculated for preferving public peace and tranquillity. It being therefore 
agreed to name a proteCtor, the choice fell of courfe on the earl of Hartford, 
who, as he was the King's maternal uncle, was ftrongly interefted in his fafety ; Somerfet pro .. 

d l . 1 . . h . I ld h r. . ft tc:Clor. an 1avmg no c atms to m ent t 1e crown, cou never ave any 1eparate mtere , 
which might engage him to endanger Edward's perfon or his authority*. The 
public were informed by proclamation of this cha~ge in the adminiftration; and 
difpatches were fent to all foreign courts to give them intimation of it. All thofe 
poffeffed of any ?ffice, refigned their former commiffions, and took out new 
ones in the name of the young King. The bifhops themfelves were conftrained 
to make a like fubmiffion. Care was taken to infert in their new commiflions, 
that they held their office during pleafure t: And it is there expreily affirmed, 
that all manner of authority and jurifdiction, as well ecclefiaftical as civil, is ori-. 
gin ally derived from the crown t· 

THE executors fhowed in their next meafure, a more fubmiffive deference to 
Henry's will : becaufe many of them found their own account in it. The late 
King had intended, before his death, to make a new creation of nobility, in or
der to fupply the place of thofe who had fallen by former attainders, or the failure 
of iffue; and that he might enable the perfons to fupport their new dignity, he 
had refolved either to beftow cfl:ates on them, or advance them to higher offices .. 
He had even gone fo far as to inform them of this refolution ; and in his wil1, he 
charged his executors to make good all his promifes §. That they might afcer
tain his intentions in the moft authentic manner, Sir William Paget, Sir Antho
ny Denny, and Sir William Herbert, with whom Henry had always converfed 
in a familiar tnanner, were called before the board of regency : and having gi
ven evidence of what they knew concerning the King's promifes, their teftimo
ny was relied on, and the executors proceeded to the fulfilling thefe engagements .. 
Hartford was created duke of Somerfet, marfchal and lord treafurer; Wrio- 17th of Fe .. 

thefely, earl of Southampton; the earl of Effex, marquifs of Northampton ; bruary. 

vifcount Lifie, earl of Warwick; Sir Thomas Seymour, lord Seymour of Sud-

* Heylin, Hift. Ref. Edw. VI. t Collier, vol. ii. p. 218. 
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ley, and admiral: Sir Richard Rich, Sir William 'Villoughby, Sir Edward Shef
field, accepted the title of baron * : Several, to whom the fame dignity was ofter
ed, refufed it; becaufe the other part of the King's promife, the beftowing 
eftates on thefe new noblemen, was deferred till a n1ore convenient opportunity. 
Some of them, however, particularly Somerfet the protector, were, in the mean 
time, endowed with fpiritual preferments, deaneries and prebends. For, among 
many other invafions of ecclefiaftical privileges and properties, this irregular
practice, of beftowing fpiritual benefices on laymen, began now to prevail. 

THE earl of Southampton had always been engaged in an oppofite party to
Somerfet; and it was not likely that faEtions, which had fecretly prevailed, even 
during the arbitrary reign of Henry, fhould be fuppreffed in the weak admini
ftration, which ufually attends a minority. The former nobleman, that he might
have the greater leifure for attending to ftate-affairs, had, of himfelf, and from 
his own authority, put the great feal in commiffion, and had irnpowered four 
lawyers, Southwel, T'regonel, Oliver, and Bellafis, to execute in his abfence, 
the office of chancellor. This meafure feems very exceptionable ; and the more 
fo, as two of the commiffioners being canonifts, the lawyers fufpeeted, that, by 
this nomination, the chancetlor had intended to difcredit the common law. Com
plaints were made to the council; who, influenced by the proteClor, gladly laid 
hold of this opportunity to deprefs Southampton. They confulted the judges 
with regard to fo unufual a cafe, and received for anfwer, that the commiffion was 
illegal, and that the chancellor, by his prefumption in granting it, had juft1y 
forfeited the feals, and was even liable to punifhment. The council fumrnoned him 
to appear before them ; and tho'" he maintained, that he held his office by the 
late King's will, founded on an aB: of parliament, and could not Jofe it without 
a trial before the Parliament; that if the commiffion, which he had graf.lted, was 
found illegal, it might be declared null and void, and all the ill confequences of 
it be eafily remedied ; and that the depriving him of the feals fo_r an error of this 
nature, was a precedent by which any other innovation might be authorized; 
the council, notwithftanding all thefe topics of defence, declared that he had 
forfeited his office; that a fine fhould be impofed upon him; and that he fhou]d 
be confined to his own houfe during pleafure t. 

THo' the removal of Southampton increafed the protector's authority, as wen 
as tended to fupprefs factions in the regency : yet was not Somerfet contented 
with this advantage: His ambition carried him to feek ftill farther acquifitions. 
On pretence, that the vote of the executors, chuGng him protector,. was not a fuffi-

• Stowe's Annak, p. 594· t Hollinglhed, p. 979· 
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dent foundation for his authority, he procured a patent from the young King, by Chap. r. . 
which he intirely overturned the will of Harry the eighth, produced a total revo.. 1547'· 
lution in the go'lernment, and may feem even to have fubverted all the laws of u Mard. 
the kingdom. He named himfelf proteCtor with full regal power, and appoint-
ed a council, confifling of all the former counfellors, and all the executors ex-
cept Southampton: He referved a power of naming any other counfellors at plea .. 
fure: And he was bound to confult with fuch only as he thought proper. The 
protector and his council were likewife impowered to act at difcretion, and to exe .. 
cute whatever they thought ferviceable to the government, without incurring any 
penalty or forfeiture fron1 any law, ftatute, proclamation, or ordinance whatfo-
ever *. Even had this patent been lefs exorbitant in its conceffions, and had it· 
been drawn by directions from the executors appointed by Henr{,'- its legality 
might juftly be queftioned ; fince it feems effential to a truft of this nature to be 
exercifed by the perfons intrufted, and not to admit of a delegation to others: 
But as the patent, by its very tenor, where the executors are not fo much a~ 
mentioned, appears to have been furreptitiouOy obtained from a minor King, the 
protectorfhip of Somerfet was a plain ufurpation, which it is impoffible by any 
arguments to juftify. The connivance, however, of the executors, and their· 
prefent acquiefcence in the new eftablifhment, made it be llniverfally fubmitted to; 
and as the young Kingdifcovered an extreme attaclunent to his uncle, who wasa]fo~ 
in the main, a-man of moderation and probity, no objeCtions were made to his . 
power and title. All men of fenfe, likewife, who faw the nation divided by the 
rdigious zeal of the oppofite feCts, thought it the· more nece!fary to intruft the 
government to one perfon, who might check the exorbitancies of party, and in
fure the public tranquillity. And tho' fome claufes of th~ patent feemed to im
ply a formal fubverfion of all liberty or limited government, fo little jealoufy was. 
then ufually entertained on that head, that no exception was ever taken at bare· 
claims or pretenfions of this nature, advanced by any perfon poifeifed of fovereign. 
power. The actual exercife alone of arbitrary admin~ftration, and that in many 
and great and flagrant and unpopular inftances, was able fometimes to give fome_ 
umbrage to the nation. 

T H :E • ext-enfive authority and imperious character of Henry, had retained the· Reformatiou 
partizans of both religions in fubjection ; but upon his dec~afe, the hopes of ~he compleated 
proteil:ants, and the fears of the catholics began to revivt>, and the zeal of thefe 
parries produced every where difputes and animofities, the ufual preludes of more.· 
fatal divifions. The protet'ror had long been regarded as the fecret partizan of the 
r~formers; and being now freed from reftraint, he fcrupled not to exrre.fs his in"? 

._ Burnet, vol. ii. Rt:cords,. N °. 6. 
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tention of correcting all the abufes of the ancient religion, and of adopting fiill 

more of the proteftant innovations. He took care, that all the perfons, to whom 

he intrufted the King's education, iliould be attached to the fame principles ; and 

as the young Prince difcovered a zeal for every kind of literature, efpecially the 

theological, far beyond his tender years, all men forefaw, in the courfe of his reign, 

the total abolition of the catholic faith ; and they early began to declare themfelves . 

in favour of thofe tenets, which were likely to become in · the end entirely preva

lent. After Southampton's fall, few members of the council feerned to retain 

any attachment to the Romilh communion; and moft of the counfellors appear

ed even fanguine in forwarding the progrefs of the reformation. The riches 

which moft of them had acquired from the fpoils of the clergy, induced them to 

widen the breach between England and R01ne; and by eftablifhing a contrariety 

of fpeculative tenets, as well as of difcipline and worfhip, to render a coalition 

with the mother church altogether impracticable *. Their rapacity alfo, the chief 

fource of their ·reforming fpirit, was excited by the profpetl: of pillaging the 

fecular, as they had already done the regular clergy ; and they knew, that, while 

any lhare of the old principles remained, or any regard to the ecclefiaftics, they 

never could hope to fucceed in their pretenfions. 

THE numerous and burthenfome fupedl:itions, with which the Romifh church 

was loaded, had thrown many of the reformers, by the fpirit of oppofition, into 

an enthufiaftic ftrain of devotion; and all rites, ceremonies, pomp, order, and 

exterior obfervances were zealouily abolifhed by them, as hindrances of their fpi

ritual contemplations, and obftrutl:ions to their immediate converfe with heaven. 

Many circumfl:ances concurred to inflame this daring fpirit; the novelty itfelf of 

their doCtrines, the triumph of making profelytes, the furious perfecutions to 

which they were expofed, their animofity againft the antient tenets and practices, 

and the neceffity of procuring the concurrence of the laity, by depreffing the hi

erarchy, and by tendering to them the plunder of the ecclefiaftics. Wherever the 

reformation prevailed over the oppofition of civil authority, this genius of religion 

.appeared in its full extent, and was attended with confequences, which, tho' lefs 

durable, were, for fome time, no lefs dangerous than thofe which were connected 

with the ancient fuperftition. But as the n1agiftrate took the lead in England, 

the tranfition was more gradual ; much of the ancient religion was frill preferved ; 

and a reafonable degree of fubordination was retained in difcipline, as well as fome 

pomp, order, and ceremony in public worlhip. 

THE protector, in his fchemes for advancing the reformation, had always re

ourfe to the councils of Cranmer, who, being a man of moderation and pru-

~ Goodwin's Annals, Heylin. 
de nee, 
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(fence, was averfe to all violent changes, and determined to bring over the people, Chap. r .. 
by infenfible innovations, to that fyfi:em of doctrine and difcipline, which he 1547· 

deemed the moft pure and perfect. He probably alfo forefaw, that a fyftem, 
which carefully avoided the extremes of reformation, was likely to be moft Iafl-
ing; and that a devotion, merely fpiritual, was fitted only for the fira fervours 
of a new feet, and upon the relaxation of thefe naturally gave place to the inroads of 
fuperftition. He feems therefore to have intended the efiablifhment of a hierarchy, 
which, being fuited to a great and fettled government, might ftand as a perpetual 
barrier againft Rome, and might retain the reverence of the people, even after 
their enthufiaftic zeal was diminifhed or entirely evaporated. 

THE perfon, who oppofed, with greateft authority, any farther advances towards 
reformation, was Gardiner, bi!hop of Winchefter, who, tho' he had not ob
tained a place in the counfel of regency,. on account of fome late difgufts, which 
he had given to Henry, was entitled, by his age, experience, and capacity, to 
the high eft tru fl: and confidence of his party. ,.fhis prelate continued ftill to Gardiner'a 
magnify the great wifdom and learning of the late King, which were generally oppofition. 
and fincerely admired by the nation ; and he infifted on the prudence of perfe. 
vering, at leaft till the young King's majority, in the ecclefiaftical model, efta-
blifhed by that great tnonarch. He defended the ufe of images,. which were now 
very openly attacked by the proteftants; and he reprefented them as ferviceable 
in maintaining a fenfe of religion among the illiterate multitude*. He even . 
deigned to write an apology for holy water, which bifhop Ridley had decried in a 
fermon; and he maintained, that, by the power of the Almighty, it might be ren- · 
dered an inftrument of doing good ; as much as the Ihadow of St. Peter, the hem. 
of our Saviour's garment, or the fpittle and clay laid upon the eyes of the blind t. 
Above all, he infifted, that the laws ought to be obferved, that the conftitution 
ought to be preferved inviolate, and that it was dangerous to follow the will of the: 
fovereign, in oppofition to an act of parliament :J:. 

BuT tho' there remained at that time in England an idea of laws and a confti
tution, fufficient at leaft to furnilh a topic of argument to fuch as were difcon:. 
tented with the prefent exercife of authority ; this plea could fcarcely, in the 
prefent cafe, be maintained with any plaufibility by Gardiner. An aEt of par
liament had invefted the crown with a legifiative power ; and royal proclama-· 
tions, even during a minority, were armed with the force and authority of laws.: 
'The proteCtor, finding himfelf fupported by this ftatute, was determined to em-. 
ploy his influence _in favour of the reformers; and having fufpended, during the 
interval, the authority of the bi!hops, he appointed a general vifitation to be. 

• Fox, . vol. ii. p. 71 z. -~ Fox, vol. ii. p. 7 2.4. 
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made in all the diocefes of England *. The _vifitors confifed of a mixture of 

clergy and laity, and had fix circuits affigned them. The eh if purpofe of their 
inftruB:ions was, be fides correcting immoralities and irregulaities in the clergy, 
to abolilh the antient fupedl:itions, and to bring the difciplineand wodhip feme

what nearer the practice of the reformed churches. The modration of Somerfet 

and Cranmer is apparent in the C{)nduct of this delicate aff.ir. The vifitors 

were enjoined to retain for the prefent all images which had notbeen abufed to ido

latry; and to inftruEt the people not to defpife fuch ceremo1ies as were not yet 
abrogated, but on1y to beware of fome particular fuperfl:itions, fuch as the fprink
ling their beds with holy water, the ringing of bells, or ufing of bldfed candles, 

in order to drive away the devil t. 
BuT nothing required more the correCting hand of authorit)i than the abufe of 

preaching, which was now generally employed, throughout :&lgland, in defend
ing the antient praCtices and fuperftitions. The court of augnentations, in order 

to eafe the King of the annuities paid to monks, had comm1nly placed them.in · 
the vacant churches ; and thefe men were led by interefi, aswell as inclination, 
to fupport thofe principles, which had been invented for the irofit of the clergy. 
Orders therefore were given to reftrain the topics of their ferm,ns : Twelve homi

lies were publifhed, which they were enjoined to read to the Fople : And all of 
them were prohibited, without exprefs permiffion, to preach aty where but in their 
pariJh churches. '"fhe defign of this injunCtion was to thro\ a reftraint on the 

catholic divines ; while the proteftant, by the grant of particuar Jicences, lhould 
be allowed unbounded liberty. 

BoNNER made fome oppofition to thefe meafures ; but bon after retracted 
and acquiefced. Gardiner was more high-fpirited and more leady. He repre
fented the peril of perpetual innovations, and the neceffity f adhering to fome 

fyftem. " 'Tis a dangerous thing," faid he, " to ufe too much freedom, in 
" refearches of this kind. If you cut the old canal, the wat~r is apt to run fur

'' ther than you have a mind to. If you indulge the humc.1r of novelty, you 
'' cannot put a ftop to people's demands, nor govern their i~ifcretions at plea

" fure. For my part," faid he, on another occafion, " ny foie concern is to 
'' manage the third and laft aCt of my life with decency, md to make a hand. 
" fome exit off the ftage. Provided this point is fecured, I am not felicitous 

"' about the reil. I am already by nature condemned to eath : No man can 

" .give me a pardon from this fentence; nor fo much as pncure me a reprieve • 
• , To fpeak my mind, and to act as my confcience directs, re two branches of 

~~ liberty, which I can never part with. Sincerity in fpeeh, and integrity in 

~ Mem .. Crarun. p. 146, 147, &c. t Burnet, vc, ii. p. :z8. 
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tc action, are ertertaining qualities : They wiil ftick by a man, when every thing 
" elfe takes its l!ave; and I mufl: not refign them upon any confideration. The 
" beft on it is, f I do not throw them away myfelf, no man can force them fron1 . 
. ,, n1e : But if : give them up, then atn I ruined by myfelf, and deferve to lofe 
'' all n1y prefernents *.'' This oppofition of Gard-iner drew on him the indigna-
tion of the coumil ; and he was fent to the Fleet, where he was ufed with fome 
harlhnefs and feterity. 

ONE of the cHef objetl:ions, urged by Gardiner againft the new homilies, was 
that they defined with the m oft metaphy fical precifion the doCtrine of grace, and of 
j·uftification by f1ith ; points, he thought, which it was fuperfluous for any man to 
know exactly, atd which certainly much exceeded the comprehenfion of the v-ul
gar. A famousmartyrologift calls Gardiner, on account of this opinion, '' an in
,, fenfible afs, ard one that had no feeling of God's fpirit in the matter of j uftifi
,, cation t ." 1he mean eft proteftant imagined at that time, that he had a full 
comprehenfion a all thofe myfterious doctrines, and he heartily defpifed the moft 
learned and knoving perfon of the antient religion, who acknowledged his igno
rance with regan to them. It is indeed certain, that the reformers were very for
tunate in their dO:l.rine of juftification, and might venture to expect its fuccefs, in 
oppofition to all the ceremonies, !bows, and fuperfi.itions of popery. By exalting 
Chrift and his fuferings, and renouncing all claim to independent merit in ourfelves, 
it was calculated to become popular, and coincided with thofe principles of pane .. 
gyric and of felf.abafement, which generally have place in religion. 

ToNST AL, bihop of Dur'ham, having, as well as Gardiner, made fome op
pofition to the n:w regulations, was difmiffed the council- board ; but no farther 
feverity was, for the prefent, exercifed againft' him. He was a man of perfect 
moderation, and~f the moft unexceptionable charaCter 'in the kingdom. 

Chap . . l .. 
1541· 

THE fame rdgious zeal which engaged Somerfet to promote the reformation Fore'ign ar~ 
at home, led him to carry his attention to foreign countries; where the interefi:s affairs. 

the proteftants vere now expofed to the moft imminent danger. The Roman 
pontiff, with mu:'h reluctance and after long delays, had at 1afi fummoned a ge-
neral council, wlich was affembled at Trent, and was employed in corretling the 
abufes of the chtrch, and in afcertaining her doc1dnes. The emperor, who de-
fired to reprefs th~ power of the court of Rome, as well as gain over the prote-
ftants, promoted the former objeCt of the council ; the pope, who found his o~vn 
greatnefs fo deepy interefted, defired rather to employ them in the ~at"er. He 

• Collier, vol. ii. p :z:z8. ex MS. Col. C. C. Cantab. Bibiiotheca Britmnica, article GARDrNER. 

t Fox, vol. ii. 

VoL. III.. gave 



H I S T 0 R Y o , F E N G L A N D. 

Chap. I. gave initruCtions to his legates, who prefided in, the council, toprotraCl: the de-

15-l-7• bates, and to engage the theologians in altercations, and argume1ts, and difputes 

concerning the nice points of faith, canvaifed before them : A pllicy, which was 

fo eafy to be executed, that the legates found it rather necelfar] to interpofe, in 

order to appeafe the animofity of the divines, and bring them a laft to fome de

cifion *. The more difficult ta!k for the legates was to moderateor divert the zeal 

of the council for reformation, and to repre:Cs the ambition of fie prelates, who 

defired to exalt the epifcopal authority on the ruins of the foverei~n pontiff. Find

ing this hum.our become intraCtable, the legates, on pretence th~t the plague had 

broke out at Trent, transferred of a fudden the council to Bolo~na, wher~, they 

hoped, it would be more under the direCtion of his holinefs. 

I 

':fHE emperor, no lefs than the pope, had learned to make retgion fubfervient 

to his ambition and policy. He was refolved to employ the imJUtation of herefy 

as a pretence for fubduing the proteftant princes, and oppreffirg the liberties of 

Germany; but found it requifite to cover his inte)ltions undr a deep artifice, 

and to prevent the combination of his adverfaries. He fepanted the Palatine 

and the elector of Brandenburgh from the proteftant confederacy : He took 

arms againft the elector of Saxony, and the landgrave of Heffi: By the fortune 

of war he made the former prifoner : He employed treachery md prevarication 

againft the latter, and detained him C'\ptive, by breaking a fat-conduct which 

he had granted him. fie feemed to have reached the furnmitof his ambition ;. 

and the German princes, who were afl:onifhed with his fuccefs, were farther dif

couraged by the intelligence, which they had received, of tie death firft of 

Henry the eighth, then of Francis the firft, their ufual r-efow:es in every cala

lamity t. 
HENR v the fecond, who fucceeded to the crown of Francj, was a prince of 

vigour and ability; but Iefs prompt in his refolutions than Fr:ncis, and Iefs en. 

flamed with rivallhip and animofity againft the emperor, Char!~. Tho' he fent 

ambaffadors to the princes of the Smalcaldic League, and pnm-ifed thetn his· 

protection, he was unwilling, in the commencement of his reign, to hurry 

into a war againit f0 great a power as that of the empero', and he thought 

that the alliance of thefe princes was a fure refource, which hecould at any time 

lay hold of :1:· He was much governed by the duke of Guife md the cardinal of 

Lorraine, brothers to the ~1een dowager of Scotland, and he ~earkened to their 

counfel, in chufing rather to give immediate affiitance to that aJtient ally, which, 

even before the death of Henry the eighth, had loudly clained the protection 

of the French monarchy. 

• Father Paul, lib. z. t Sleidan. t Pere D.1nH. 
'fiHE 
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THE hatrec between the two faCtions, the partizans of the antient and thofe Chap. r. 
of the new relgion, became every day more violent in Scotland ; and the refo- 1547· 
lution, which he cardinal primate had taken to employ the mofi: rigorous punilh- Progrefs of 

• /1.. r b h · I d ·n h the Reforrna .. ments aga101L ne re10rmers, roug t matters to a qmc ( ect ton. T .ere was one tion in scot .. 
Wifhart, a gettleman by birth, who employed himfelf with great zeal in preach- land. 

ing againft theantient fuperftitions, and began to give alarm to the clergy, who 
were jufl:ly terified with the danger of fome fatal revolution in religion. This 
man was muc[ celebrated for the purity of his morals, and for his extenfive 
learning: But hefe praifes cannot be much depended on; becaufe, we know, that, 
among the refcmers, feverity of manners ftood in place of many virtues ; and the 
age was in gen·ral fo ignorant, that moft of the priefts in Scotland imagined the 
New Teftamett to be a compofition of Luther's, and afferted that the Old alone 
was the word of God *. But however the cafe may have been with regard to 
thofe eftimable qualities afcribed to Wifuart, he was ftrongly poffeffed with a 
defire of inno,ation ; and he enjoyed thofe talents, which qualified him for be-
<:oming a poptlar preacher, and for feizing the attention and affections of the 
n1ultitude. T1e magiftrates of Dundee, where he exercifed his miffion, were 
alarmed with his progrefs; and being unable or unwilling to treat him with 
rigour, they cmtented themfelves with denying h~m the liberty of preaching, and 
with difmiffinghim the bounds of their jurifdiction. Wi!hart, moved with jndig-
nation, that thy had dared to rejeCt the word of God, menaced them, in imita• 
tion of the antent prophets, with fome imminent calamity ; and he withdrew to 
the weft countrr., where he daily increafed the number of his profelytes. Mean-
while, a plagui .broke out in Dundee ; and all men exclaimed, that the town had 
drawn down th: ·vengeance of Heaven by banifhing the pious preacher, and that 
the peftilence rVould never ceafe till they had made him attonement for their 

• Spotfwood, P75· The fame author, p. gz, tells us a ilory, which confirms this charaCler of the 
:popilh clergy in Scdand. It became a great difpute in the univerfity of St. Andrews, whether the pater 
1hould be faid to Ci>d or the faints. The friars, who knew in general that the reformers negleCled the 
.faints, were deterrined to maintain their honour with great obfiinacy, but they knew not upon what 
topics to found ther doctrine. Some held that the pater was faid to God forma/iter, and to faints mate
ria/iter; others, tc God principaliter, and to faints minus pt·indpaliter; others would have it ultimate 
and non ultimate : lut the majority feemed to hol that the pater was faid to God capiendo Jiri!le, and 
·to faints capiendo 'arge. A ftmple fellow, who ferved the fub-prior, thinking there was fome great 
matter in hand, tht made the doaors hold fo many conferences together, a!k.ed him one day what 
the matter was; th fub-prior anfwering, Tom, that was the fellow's name, ~e cannot agree to ru.,•hom the 
pater-trojl;tl' foould b.faid. He fuddenly replied, rr'o whom, Sir, .foould it be /aid, but unto God? Then 
{aid the fub-prior what }hall ttue do with the faints ? He anfwered, Give them A<Ves and Creeds 
.tnow in the de-vil' name; for that may ju.ffice them. The anfwer going abroad, many faid, that he 
JJali ti'iltR a -wifir uifion tha11 all the ll~flors had done with all their dijlin{lions .. 

Q.. q 2 {)ffence 
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offence againft him. No fooner did Wifhart hear of this change in their dif-· 

pof1tion, than he returned to them, and made them a new tender of his doctrine ~ 

But left he fhould fpread the contagion by bringing multitudes together, he erected 

his pulpit on the top of a gate :. The infeCted ftood within ; the others without •. 

A nd the preacher failed not, in fuch a fituation, to take advantage of the imme

diate terrors of the people, and to enforce his evangelical miffion t. 
THE affiduity and fuccefs of Wifhart became an objeCt of attention to cardinal 

:Beaten; and he refolved, by the punifhment of fo celebrated a preacher, to 

ftrike a terror into all other innovators. He engaged the earl of Bothwel to 

arrefl: hi.m· in his retirement; and to deliver him into his hands, contrary to a 

promife given by Bothwel to . that unhappy man : And being poffeffed of his 

P,rey, he conduCted him to St. Andrews, where, after a trial, he condemned him 

to. the flames for herefy. Arran; the regent, was very irrefolute in his temper; 

and the cardinal, though he had gained him to his party, found that he would 

not concur in the condemnation and execution of "'Tilhart. He determined 

therefore, without the affifi:ance of the fecular arm, to bring that heretic to 

puniiliment ; and he hi-mfelf beheld f-rom his windows the difmal fpeCl.acle. 

Wifhart fuffered with the ufual patience ; but Cfluld not forbear remarking the 

triumph of his infulting enemy. He foretold, that in a few days he would in the 

very fame place lie as low, as now he was exalted aloft, in oppofition to true piety 

nd religion t·. 
T .HIS prophefy was probably the immediate caufe of the event which it foretold~' 

The difciples of this martyr, enraged at the cruel execution, formed a confpiracy 

ag~inft the cardinal; and having aifociated to them Norman Lefly, who was 

difgufl:ed on account of feme private quarrel, they conducted their enterprize 

with great fecrecy and"fuccefs. Early· in the morning they entered the cardinal's 

palace, , which he had ftrongly fortified ; and though they were not above fixteen 

perfcns, they thru{l out an hundred tradefmen and fifty fervants, whom they. 

feized feparately, before any fufpicion arofe of their intentions-; and having ihut 

the gates, they proceeded very deliberately to execute their purpofe on the car

dinal. That P,relate had been , alarmed with the noife which he heard in the 

caftle ; and had barricadoe'd the door of his chamber : But finding that they had 

bronght fire in order to force their way, and having obtain~d, _as is believed, a 

promife of life, he opened the door·; and reminding them, that he w~~ a prieft,_ 

lie conjured them to fpare him~ Two of the affaffin rufhed upon him with· 

rlraw.n fwords ;, but a third, J.ames Me.lvil, n1ore calm and more confiderate ia 

I 

f , Knox's. Hift. of Ref. E· 4,fa ,. Spot{wooo. :t:. Sp9tfwood, Buchanan. 
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villany, ftopped their career, and bid them reflect, that this facrifice was the 
work and judgment of God, and ought to be executed with the utmoff delibera• 
cion and gravity. Then turning the point of his fword towards Beaton, he called 
to him, " Repent thee, thou wicked cardinal, of all thy fins and iniquities, but 
" efpeciaiiy of the murder of Wiihart, that inftrument of God for the conver
" fion of thefe lands: It is his death, which now cries vengeance upon thee : Vve 
" are fent by God to inflict . the deferved punifhmentr. For here, . before the AI~ 
" mighty, I proteft, that it is neither hatred of thy perfon, nor love of thy 
" riches, nor fear of thy power, which moves me to feek thy death: But only 
" becaufe thou haft been, and frill remaineft, an obftinate enemy to Chrift Jefus, 
" and his holy gofpel.'' Having fpoke thefe words, without giving him leifure 
to finilh that repentance, to which he exhorted him, he thruft him thro~ the be .. 
dy; and the cardinal fell dead at his feet*. This murther was executed on the 
28th of May 1546. The affaffins being reinforced by their friends to the num
ber of an hundred and forty perfons, prepared themlelves for the defence of the 
caftle, and fent a rneffenger to London, craving affiftance from Henry. That 
prince, tho' Scotland was comprehended in his peace with France, would not re
jeCt this opportunity of difturbing the government of that kingdom; and h~" 
agreed to take them under his proteCtion. 

IT was the peculiar misfortune of Scotland, that five iliort reigns had been fuc
ceffively followed by as . many long minorities; and the execution of juftice; . 
which the prince was beginning to introduce, had been continually interrupted 
by the cabals, factions, and animofities of the great. Bot befides thefe inveterate 
and ancient evils, a new fource of diforder had arifen,_ the difputes and conten.,. 
tions of theology, which were fufficient to diflurb the moil:- fettled government~·· 
and the death of the cardinal, . who was poifeffed of ability and vigour, feerned 
much to weaken the hands of the adminiftration. But the Queen dowager was 
a woman of uncommon talents and virtues; and !he did as much ro fupp >rt the 
government, and fupply the weaknefs of Arran, the governor, as could be ex
peCled in her fituation. A ftipulation was made with the garrifon ·of St. An ... 
drews,. that they fhould furrender the cuftle upon receiving a pardon, together. 
with an . abfolution from the pope ; and that they ihould never afterwards be: 

• The .famous Scots reformer, John Knox, calL J :.mes Me:vjl, p. C 51 a man moft · gentle, a net 
moft'rnodefl. It is very horrid, but at the famt: time, fome what amufing, to confJder the joy and ala
crit and pleafure, which tha: hifl:orian difcovcrs in his narration or this affaffi'nati0n: A 1d ic is re:.: 
roarkable, that in the firft edition of his ·:vork, ~hefe words were printed on the margin of the page,: 
'lbe gtxlly Faa and Words .of JameJ. Melw1 B~t the following editors retrenched them. .Kr.ox him..,. 
fe 'f had no hand in the murder of Beaton; but he afterwards j oined the affaffins, and ailifle.d th-err ~ ' 
in.holding out the cafrle. See Keith's f-ljft of the Ref. of Scotland, p. 43· 

· 6· al1e , 

Chap. I~ 
1•547·· 



Chap. I. 
15+7· 

H I S T 0 R Y OF E N G I..~ A N D. 

called in queftion for Beaton's aifalination. Meanwhile, till the pope's abfolu •· 
tion fhould arrive, fhe applied to ti'rance for fuccours; and flenry fent her fome 
gallies, with a train of artillery, wmmanded by Strozzi, prior of Capua. Be-
fore the £iege of St. Andrews was opened, the abfolution was fent to the garrifon, 
and they were required to furrendtr ; but becaufe the pope, among other exagge
rations of the cardinal's murder, had faid, that he pardoned an unpardonable 
crime, the garrifon, fearing that 6is expreffion was employed in order to enfnare 
them, refufed to open their gates*. They were, however, foon obliged to de
part from their obftinacy : A grett breach was made in the walls : The plague 
broke out among them : And freing no hopes of fuccour from England, they 
furrendered to the French upon onditions, which werenot very fcrupuloufiy ob
ferved to them. 

Condua o.f THE protector of England, fc foon as the government was brought to fome 
te wl ardwlth compofure, made preparations foi the attack of Scotland; and He was determined 

cot an , l h · n f · · k to execute, if poffib e, t at proyl.L, o umtmg the two ingdoms by marriage, 
on which the late King had been :o intent, and which he had recommended with 
his dying breath to his executors. He raifed an army of 1~,ooo men, and equip
ped a fleet of fixty {ail, one hal' of which were fhips of war, the other loaded 
with provifions and ammunitior.. He gave the command of the fleet to lord 
Clinton: He himfelf marched atthe head of the army, attended by the earl of 
Warwic. Thefe hofl:ile meafurcs were covered with a pretence of revenging 
fome depredations committed by the borderers; but befides, that the protector 
revived the ancient claim of the fuperiority of the Englifh crown over that of 
Scotland, he refufed to enter int> negotiation on any other conditions than the 
n1arriage of the young QEeen wi1h Edward. 

THE protetl:or publifhed a mmifefl:o, in which he inforced all the arguments 
for that meafure. He faid, tha1 nature feemed originally to have intended thi5 
ifiand for one empire; and havirg cut it oft' from all communication with foreign 
fiates, and guarded it by the ocean, 1he had pointed out to the inhabitants the 
road to happinefs and fecurity: That the education and cufl:oms of the people 
concurred with nature; and by giving them the fame language, and laws, and 
manners, had invited then1 to a thorough union and coalition: That fortune had 
at laft removed all obftacles, and had prepared an expedient, by which they might 
become one people, without learing any place for that jealoufy, either of honour 
or of intereft, to which rival mtions are naturally fo much expofed : That the 
crown of Scotland had devolved to a female ; that of England to a male; and hap
pily, the two fovereigns, as of rank, were alfo of an age, the m oft fuitable to 

~ Knox, p. 75• Spotfwood, Buchanan. 
each 
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each other:· That the hoftile difpofition, which prevailed between the nations, 
and which arofe from pafi: injuries, would foon be extinguilhed, after a long and 
fecure peace had efrablifhed confidence between them: That the memory of for
mer miferies, which at prefent inflamed their mutual animofity, would then ferve 
only to make them cherifl1, with more paffion, a ftate of happinefs and tranquil-
lity, fo long unknown to their anceftors: That, when hoftilities had ceafed be-
tween the kingdoms, the Scots nobility, who were at prefent obliged to remain~ 
perpetually in a warlike pofture, would learn to cultivate the arts of peace, and 
would foften their minds to a love of domeftic order and obedience : That as 
this fituation was defirable to both kingdoms, fo particularly to Scotland, which 
had been expofed to the greateft miferies from inteftine and foreign wars, and faw 
herfelf every moment in danger of lofing her independency~ by the efforts of a 
richer and more powerful people: That tho' England had claims of fuperiority, , 
fhe was willing to refign every pretenfion for the fake of future peace, and defired 
an union, which would be the more fecure, as it would be concluded on terms 
intirely equal: And that befides all thefe motives, pofitive engagements had. 
been taken for the compleating this alliance, and the honour and good faith of· 
the nation were pledged to fulfil what her intereft and fafety fo -loudiy demand-: 
ed *. 

Chap. T~ 
1547•· 

SoMERsET foon found, that thefe remonftrances would have no influence; and· 
that the ~een dowager's attachments to France, and to the catholic religion~ . 
would render ineffectual all negotiations for the intended marriage.. He found 
himfelf therefore obliged to try the force of am1s, and to conftrain the Scots by 
neceffity to fubmit to a meafure, for which they feemed to have entertained the 
moft incurable averfion. He paffed the borders at Berwic, and advanced to· zd Septerr. 
wards Edinburgh, without meeting any refiftance for fome days, except from ber 
fome fmall caftles, which wer~ confirained to rurrender at difcretion. The pro-
tector intended to have puniihed the governor and garrifon of one of thofe cafiles 
for their temerity in refifting fuch unequal force : But they eluded his anger by 
afking only a few hours refpite till they ihould prepare themfelves for death; af .. 
ter which they found his ears more open to their applications for mercy t. 

THE governor of Scotland had fummoned together the whole force of the 
kingdom ; and his army, double the number of the Englifh, had taken poft on 
very advantageous ground, guarded by the banks of the Efke, about four miles 
from Edinburgh. The Englifh came within fight of them at Fafide-; and after 
a fkirmifh between the horfe, where the Scots were worfted, and lord Hume 
dangeroully wounded, Somerfet prepared himfe]f for a more decifive aClion. But 

• Sir John Hayward in Kenneth, p. 279· Heylin, p. 42. 
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Chap. r. having taken a view of the Scots camp with the earl of Warwic, he found it dif-
1547· ficult to make any attempt upon it with a probability of fuccefs. He wrote 

therefore another letter to Arran ; and offered to retire out of the kingdom, as 
·well as to repair all damages which he had committed, provided that the Scots 
would ftipulate not to contraCt the ~teen to any foreign prince, but to keep her 
at home, till fhe reached the age of chufing a hufband for herfelf. Such n1ode
rate terms were rejeeted by the Scots, merely on account of thei-r moderation; 
and they begot an opinion, that the proteCtor muft either be reduced to great diftrefs, 
or be influenced by fear, that he was now contented to abate fo much of his for
mer pretenfion-s. ACtuated alfo by their priefts, who had come to the camp in 
great numbers, they believed that the Engli!h were deteftable heretics, abhorred 
of God, and expofed to divine vengeance; and that no fuccefs could ever crown 
their arms. They were confirmed in this fond conceit, when they faw the pro
tector change his ground, and move towards the fta; nor did they any longer 
<doubt that he intended to embark his army, and make his efcape on board the 
1bips, which at that very .time moved into the bay oppofite to him *. Determi-
·ned therefore to cut off his retreat, they quitted their camp; and paffingthe ri
-\-·er E!ke, advanced into the plain. They were divided into three bodies : An-

noth Septem- gus comtnanded the vanguard; Arran the main body; Huntley the rear: Their 
tber. cavalry confi(led only of light horfe, which were plac~d on their left flank, 

ftrengthened by fome Irifh archers, whom Argyle hc.d brought over for this fer-

Vice. 

SoMERSET ·was pleafed when he faw this movemert of the Scots army; and 
as the Englifh had ufually been fuperior in pitched battles, he conceived great 
hopes of fuccefs. He arranged his van on his left, farthefi: from the fea ; and 
ordered them to remain on the high grounds on which he placed them, till the 

The battle of enemy fhould approach : He placed his main battle and his rear towards the 
;Pinkey.. Tight; and beyond the van he potted lord Gray at the head of the men at arms, 

and ordered him to take the Scots van in flank, but not till they ihould be en

gaged in clofe fight with the van of the Englifh. 
WH r LE the Scots were advancing on the plain, they were galled with the ar

tillery from the Englifh fhips: The mafter of Graham was killed~ The Irifh 
·archers were thrown into diforder: and even the other troops began to ftagger : 
When the lord Gray, perceiving their fituation, negleCted his orders, left his 
·ground, and at the head of his heavy-armed horfe macie an attack on the Scots 
,infantry, in hopes of gaining all the honour of the viCtory. On advancing, he 

• Holl;x:gfhed, p. 98 s~ 
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found a fiough and ditch in his way; and behind were ranged the Scots infantry 
armed with fpears, and the field, on which they ftood, was fallow ground, bro
ken with ridges, which Jay crofs their front, and difordered the movements of the 
Enghfh cavalry. From all thefe accidents, the fbock of this body of horfe was 
feeble and irregular; and as they were received on the points of the Scotti!h 
fpears, which were lonfJer than the lances of the Engli!h horfemen, they were in 
a moment pierced, overthrown and difcomfited. Gray himfdf was dangeroufiy 
wounded: Lord Edward Seymour, fon to the protector, loft his horfe: The 
ftandard was near being taken: And had the Scots poffeffed any good body of ca
valry, who could have purfued the advantage, the whole Engli!h arn1y had been 
expofed to great danger*. 

THE proteCtor meanwhile, affifted by Sir Ralph Sadler, and Sir Ralph Vane, 
employed himfelf with diligence and fuccefs, in rallying the cavalry. Warwic 
!howed great prefence of mind in maintaining the ranks of the foot on which the 
horfe had recoiled : He made Sir Peter Meutas advance, captain of the foot hack
butters, and Sir Peter Gamboa, captain of fome Italian and Spanifh hackbutters 
on horfeback; and ordered Jhem to ply the Scots infantry with their !hot. They 
marched to the fiough, and difcharged their pieces full in the face of the enemy : 
The fhips galled them from the flank : The artillery, planted on a height, infeft- " 
ed them from the front: The Engldh archers poured in a fhower of arrows upon 
them : And the vanguard, defcending from the hil1, advanced, leifure1y and or
derly, towards them. Difmayed with all thefe circumftances, the Scots van be- · 
gan to retreat: The retreat foon changed into a flight ; which was begun by the 
Irifh archers. The panic of the van communicated itfelf to the main body, and 
palling thence to the rear, rendered the whole field a fcene of confufion, terror, 
flight and confternation. The Englifh army perceived from the heights the con
dition of the Scots, and began the purfuit with loud fbouts and acclamations, 
which added frill more to the difmay of the vanquifhed. The horfe in particular, 
eager to revenge the affront which they had received in the beginning of the day, 
performed the moft bloody execution on the flying enemy; and from the field of 
battle to Edinburgh, for the fpace of five miles, the whole ground was !howed 
with dead bodies. The priefts above all, and the monks received no quarter; 
and the Englifh made fport of Oaughtering men, who, from their extreme zeal 
and animofity, had engaged in an enterprize fo ill fuited to their profeffion. Few 
victories have been more decifive, or gained with fmalJer lofs to the conquerors.~ 
There fell not two hundred of the Englifh ; and according to the moft moderate 
computation, there perifhed above ten thoufand of the Scots. About fifteen hun .. 

* Patten, Hollingihed, p. 986. 
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eh I 
_)red were taken prifoners. This aCtion was called the battle of Pinkey, from a 

ap. • lt 

•547· nobleman's feat of that name in the neighbourhood. 
THE ~een dowager and Arran fled to Stirling, and were fcarce able to colletl: 

fuch a body of forces as could check the incurflons of fmall parties of the Eng· 
lifh. About the fame time, the earl of Lenox and lord Wharton entered the 

Weft Marches, at the head of five thoufand men, and after taking and plun1er

ing Annan, they fpread devaftation over all the neighbouring counties *. Had 
Somerfet profecuted his advantage, he might have impofed what terms he plea· 
fed on the Scots nation : But he was impatient to return to England, where he 
heard fome counfellors, and even his own brother, the admiral, were carrying on 
cabals againft his authority. Having taken the caftles of Hume, Dunglafs, Ey
rnouth, Faftcaftle, Roxborough, and fome other fmal: places; and having re
ceived the fubn1iffion of fame counties on the borders, he retired out of Scot
land. The fleet, beGdes deftroying all the fhips along the coaft, took Broughty 

in the Firth of Tay, and having fortified it, they left there a garnfon. Arran 

defired leave to fend cornmiffioners in order to treat of a peace; and Somerfet, 

having appointed Berwic for the place of meeting, left W arwic with full powers 
to negociate : But no commiffioners from Scotland ever appeared. The over-

i- November. ture of the Scots was an artifice, to gain time, till fuccours lhould arrive from 

France. 
THE protector, on his arrival in England, fummoned a parliament: And be

ing fomewhat elated with his fuccefs againft the Scots, he procured from his 

nephew, a patent; appointing him to fit on the throne, upon a ftool or bench at 
the right hand of the King, and to enjoy the fame honours and privileges which 
had ufually been po!feffed by any princes of the blood, or uncles of the· Kings 

of England. In this patent, the King difpenfed with the ftatute of precedency, 
enaeted during the former reign t. But if Somerfet gave offeoce by affuming 

AParliament. too much ftate, he deferves the aigheft praife on account of the laws paffed this 

·feffion, by which the rigour of former ftatutes was much mitigate(~, and fame 

fecurity given to the freedom of the conftitution. All laws were repealed which 
extended the crime of treafon beyond the ftatute of the twenty-fifth of Edward 

the third :J: ; all laws enacted during the late reign, extending the crime of felo
ny ; all the fo_rmer laws againft Lollardies or herefy, together with the ftatute of 
the fix articles. None were to be accufed of words but within a month after they 

were fpoken. By thefe repeals feveral of the moft rigorous laws that ever were 

paued in England, were annulled, and fome dawnings, both of civil and reli-

• Hollingfhed1 p. 99z. t Rymcr, vol. xv. p. I 6-f. :t: 1 Edw. VI. c. 12. 
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gious liberty, began to appear to the people. Herefy, however, was fiiii 
a capital crime by the common law, and was fubjetl:ed to the penalty of 
burning. Only there remained no precife fiandard by which that crime 
could be defined or determined : A circumfiance which might either be 
advantageous or hurtful to public fecurity, according to the difpo!ition of 
the judges. 

A REPEAL alfo palfed of th1t law, the deftruction of all laws, by which the 
King's proclamation was made of equal force wiili a ftatute *. That other law 
was Jikewife mitigated, by which the King was empowered to annul all laws 
paired before the four and twentieth year of his age : He could prevent their 
future execution; but could not recall any paft effects which had enfued from 
then1 t. 

SoME ftatutes too were paffed which were of the utmoft importance, becaufe 
they promoted the principles and practices of the reformers, tho' they may not, 
all of them, appear to be attended with any material confequences to civil focie
ty. The cup was refl:ored to the laity ; private maffes were abolilhed ; the King 
was empowered to create bifhops by letters patent, without any fitl:itious election 
of the chapter; tht;! bi!hops were ordered to iffue their writs, and hold their 
courts in the King's name t; vagabonds were adjudged to be flaves for two 
years, and to be marked with a red-hot iron § ; an act commonly fuppofed to be 
levelled againft the ftrolling priefl:s and friars. 

THE chantries and free chapels had been given by aCl: of parliament to the late 
King; and he had appointed commiffioners to take poffefiion of the revenues ; 
but as they had not proceeded far in the execution of their office, it was found 
neceffary to make a renewal of the grant. The preamble to the fiatute promi
ics, that thefe funds !hould be employed to good and godly ufes, in erecting 
grammar fchools, in farther augmenting the univerfities, and in making better 
provifion for the poor and needy 11· But the rapacious courtiers had already de
voured the prey in their imaginations; and it was not long before it was !bared 
out among them. 

IT was alfo enacted, that all who denied the King's fupremacy, or afferted the 
pope's, {hould, for the fir Pc offence, forfeit their goods and chattels, and fuffer 
imprifonment during pleafure; for the fecond offence, !hould incrur the pain of 
prt:emu;,ire; and for the third offence be attainted of treafon. But if any, after 
the firfl: of March next, endeavoured, by writing, printing, or any overt act or 
deed, to deprive the King of his eftate or titles, particularly of his fupremacy, 

"' t Edw. Vf. c. 2, 
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or to confer them on any other, he was to be adjudged guilty of treafon. If any of 

the heirs of the crown fhould ufurp upon another, or endeavour to break the or

der of fucceffion, it was declared treafon in them, their aiders and abetters. 

Thefe were the m 1ft confiderable acts paffed during this feffion. The members

difcovered a very paffive difpofition with regard to religion: Some few appeared 

zealous for the reformation : Others harboured fecretly a fhong inclination to the 

catholic faith: But the greatefi: part appeared willing to take any imprefTion 

which they fuould receive from intereft, authority1 or the reigning falhion *. 

THE convocation met at the fame time with the Parliament; and as it appear· 

ed, that their debates were at firft cramped by the rigour of the ftatute ot the fix 

articles, the King granted them a difpenfation from that law, betore it was re .. 

p.ealed by Parliament t. The lower houfe of convocation applied to have l:ber

ty of fitting with the commons in Parliament; or, if this privilege was refufed 

them, which they claimed as their ancient right, they defired that no law regarding 

religion,. might pafs in Parliament without their confent and approbation. But 

the principles which now prevailed, were more advantageous to the civil than the 

ecclefiaftical power. 

1154s. TEE p.roteClor had permitted the repeal of that law, which gave to the King's 

proclamations the authority of ftatutes ; but he did not intend to renounce that 

arbitrary or difcretionary exercife of power, which had ever been affumed by the 

crown, and which it is difficult to diftinguifl1 exaftly from the power of making 

]'}ws. He even continued to exert this authority in fome particulars, which were 

F.11rther pro- regarded as the moll momentuous. Orders were iffued by council, that candles 

grefs of the · C' dl d fh fh 
;r~foqnatjon •. fuou)d no longer be earned about on an ema.s- ay, a es on A -wednefday, 

palms on Palm-funday :j:. Thefe were ancient religious practices, now denomi

nated fuperftitions ; tho' it is very fortunate for mankind, when fuperftition 

happens to take a direction fo innocent and inoffenfive. The fevere difpofition 

which naturally attends all reformers, prompted likewife the council to aboli!h 

fome gay and fuowy ceremonies, which belonged to the ancient religion §. 

AN order was alfo iffued by the council for the removal of all images from the 

churches: An innovation which was much defired by all the reformers, and which 

alone, with regard to the populace, amounted almofl: to a total change of the . 

eftablifhed religion 11· An attempt had been made to feparate the ufe of tmages 

• Heylin~ p. 48. t Andq. Britan. p. 339· . 
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from their abufe, the reverence from the wor:Chip of them ; but the execu- Cbap .. T~ 
tion of this defign was found, upon trial, very difficult, if not wholly imprac- - 1548. 
ticable. 

As private maffes were abolilhed by law, it became neceffary to frame a new· 
communion-office; and the council went fo far, in the preface which they had· 
prefixed to this work, as to leave the practice of auricular confeffion wholly in
different*. This was a prelude to the entire abolition of that invention, one of 
the m oft powerful engines that ever was contrived for degrading the laity, and 
giving their fpiritual guides an entire afcendant over them. And it may juftly be 
faid, that tho' the prieft's abfolution, which attends confeffion, ferves fomewhat 
to eafe weak minds from the immediate agonies of fuperfl:itious terror, it operates 
only by enforcing fuperftition itfelf, and thereby preparing the mind for a more . 
violent relapfe into the fame diforders. 

THE people were at that time extremely difl:raB::ed, by the oppofite opinions of 
their preachers ; and as they were totally incapable to judge of the reafons ad
vanced on either fide, and naturally regarded every thing which they heard at 
church, as of equal authority, a great confu!ion and fluctuation refulted from this 
uncertainty. The council firft endeavoured to.remedy that inconvenience, by lay
ing fome reflraints on preaching ; but finding this expedient ineffectual, they im .. -
pofed a total filence on the preachers, and. thus put an end at once to all the po
lemics of the pulpit t. By the nature of things, this reftraint could only be 

· temporary. For in proportion a~ the ceremonies of public worfi1ip, its fhows · 
and exterior obfervances, were retrenched by the reformers, the people were in
clined to contract a ftronger attachment to fermons, whence alone they received any 
occupation or amufement. The_ ancient religion, by giving its votaries fame
thing to do, freed them from the trouble of thinking.: Sermons were only deli- -
vered in the principal churches, and ·at fome particular fafts and feftivals: And 
the practice of haranguing the populace, which, if abufed, is fo powerful an 
incitement to faetion and fedition, had much lefs fcope and influence during thofe . ~ 
ages. 

THE greater progrefs was made towards a reformation in England; the further Affairs of\ 
did the protector find himfelf from all profpeCl: of compleating the union with Scotland 

Scotland ; and the Q_u.een.dowager, as well as the clergy, became the more 
averfe to all . alliance with a nation which had departed fo far from all ancient 
principles. Somerfet, having taken the town of Haddington, .had ordered it to be 
ft:tongly garrifoned and fortified, by Jord Gray : He alfo ereCted fome fortifica- t 

• "Burnet,- vol. ii. t ,Fuller, IIeylin, B:unct, . 
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tions at Lauder : And he hoped, that thefe two places, together with Broughty 

and fome fmaller fortretfes, which were in the hands of the Englifh, would 

ferve as a curb to Scotland ; and would give him accefs into the heart of the 

country. 

ARRAN, being difappointed in fome attempts on Broughty, relied chiefly on the 

fuccours expected from France, for the recovery of thefe places; and they ar

rived at laft in the Firth, to the number of fix thoufand men; one half of whom 

were Germans. They were commanded by D' Effe, and under him by Andelot, 

Strozzi, Meilleraye, count Rhingrave. The Scots were at that time fo funk by 

their misfortunes, that five hundred Engliil1 horfe were able to ravage the whole 

country without refiftance ; and make inroads to the gates of the capital *.: But 

on the appearance of the French fuccours, they colleCted more courage ; and having 

joined D' Effe with a confiderable reinforcement, they laid fiege to Haddington t. 

This was an undertaking for which they were themfel ves totally unfit ; being only 

praClifed in a kind of defultory war, where they ferved without pay, and with a 

few weeks provifions, which they brought along with them. Even with the af

fiftance of the French, they placed their chief hopes of fuccefs in ftarving the gar

rifon ; and afte~ fome vain attempts to take the place by a regular fiege~ the block

ade of H addington was formed. The garrifon were repulfed with lofs in fc::veral 

fallies which ~hey made upon the befiegers. 

THE hoilile attempts which the late King and the protector had made again!l: 

Scotland, not being fteady, regular, nor pufhed to the Jafl: extremity, had ferved 

only to irritate the nation, and to infpire them with the ftrongeft averfion to that 

confederacy which was courted in fo violent a manner. Even thofe who were 

inclined to the Engli!h alliance, were difpleafe:d to have it impofed on them by 

force of arms ; and the earl of Huntley in particular, faid pleafantly, that he 

diil.ked not the match, but he hated the manner of wooing :f:. The Queen

dowager, finding t~1efe fentiments to prevail, called a Parliament, in an abbey 

near Haddington ; and it was there propofed, that the young ~een, for her 

greater fecurity, iliould be fent to France, and be committed to the protetl.ion of 

that ancient ally. Some objected, that this meafure was defperate, allowed no 

refource in cafe of mifcarriage, expofl·d the Scots to be fubjetl:ed by fortigners, 

involved them in perpetual war with England, and left them no expedient by 

which they could conciliate the friendfi1ip of that powerful nation. It was an

fwered, on the other hand, that the ~een's prefence was the very caufe of war 

with England; that that nation would delift when they found that their views 

, h'n I 
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of forcing a · marriage had become altogether impracticable; and that Henry, Chap. r. 
being engaged by fo high a mark of confidence, would take their fovereign un- 1 548• 
der his guardianfhip, and ufe his utmoft efforts to defend the kingdom. Thefe 
arguments were aided by French gold, which was plentifully diftributed among 
the nobles. The governor had a penfion conferred on him of twelve thoufand 
Jivres a year, received the title of duke of Chatelraulr, and obtained for his fon 
the command of an hun~red men at arms*. And as all the clergy dreaded the 
con[! quences of the E nglifh alliance, they feconded this meafure with all the zeal 
and inclufl:ry which either principles or intereft could infpire. It was accordingly Young ~een 
determined to fend the ~1een to France ; and what was underftood to be the ne- ?£Scots fent 

. . . mto France. 
ceffary confequence, to marry her to the dauphin. Vlllega1gnon, commander of 
four French gallies lying in the Firth of Forth, fet fail as if he intended to return 
home; but when he reached the open fea, he turned northwards, paffcd by the 
Orkneys, and came in on the weft coaft at Dunbarton : A very extraordinary 
voyag·~ for !h1ps of that fabric t. The yoJng ~een was there committed to him; 
and bting attended with the lords Arefkine and Livingftone, 1he put to fea, and 
after meeting with fome tempeftuous weather, arrived fafely at Breft, whence lhe 
was conduCted to Paris, and foon after !he was betrothed to the dauphin. _ 

SoMERSET, preffed by many difficulties at home, and defpairing of fuccefs in 
his enterprize againft Scotland, was deGrous of compofing the differences with 
that kingdom, and he offered the Scots a ten years truce; but as they infifted 
on his reftoring all the places which he had taken, the propofal came to 
nothing. The Scots took the fortreffes of Hume and F afl: caftle, by fur prize, 
and put the garrifon to the fword: They repulftd, with Iofs, the Engliili, who, 
under the command of lord Seymour, made a defcent, firft in Fife, and then ac 
Montrofe : In the former action, J ames Stuart, natural brother to the ~een, 
acquirc:d honour ; in the Jatter, A reikine of Dun. An attempt was made 
by S1r Robert Bowes and Sir Thomas Palm e: r, at the head of a confiderable 
body, to throw relief into Haddington ; but thefe troops falling into an am
bufcade, were almoft wholly cut in pieces+· And tho' · a fmall body of two 
hundred men efcaped all the vigilance of the French, and arrived faftly in t-Iad
dington, with fome ammunition and provifions, the garrifon was reduced to fuch 
dtfficulties, that the protector found it neceffary to provide more effeCtually 
for their relief. He raifed an army of eighteen thoufand men, and addmg three 
thoufand Germans, who, on the diffolution of the proteftant alliance, had offered 

• Burnet, vol. ii. p. 83. Buchanan, lib. xv. Keith, p. 55· Thuanus, lib, v. c. IS· 
t Thuanuf, lib. v. c. 15. t Stowe, p. 595• Hollingfhed, p. 994· 
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Ch<1p. T. their ftrvice to Eng'and, he gave the command of the whole to the earl of 

'548· Shre,dbury *. D' Effe railed the Gege on the approach of the Englifh ; and 
with great difficulty made good his retreat to Edinburgh, where he pofted 

himfelf advantageouOy. Shrewfbury, who had lofi the opportunity of attack- . 

ing him on his march, dudl: not give him battle in his prefent fituation ; and 

contenting himfelf with the advantage already gained of fupplying Haddington, 

he retired into Englan.i. 
W Hl LE the French troops remained in Scotland, many complaints had arifen 

between them and the natives ; and a fmall accident t having excited a tumult in 

Edinburgh, the provoft and his fon were unfortunately killed by the French foldiers. 

This event increafed the anitnofity between the two nations: But D' Effe, in order 

to make atonement for that aB: of violence, led his troops hafrily to Haddington, 

and in the night-time attempted to furprize the town. He found the garrifon un

prepared to refill: him ; and had already entered the outer court: But a French 
deferter firing a cannon, which pointed towards the gates, the 1hot fell among the 
thickeft of the enemy, and made fuch havoc as threw the whole into confufion, 

and enabled the Engliih to repulfe them. It is pretended, that no lefs than a 

hundred perfons fell by this fingle 1hot. 
THE French general was a man of ability and experience ; but as he had not 

the good fortune to be acceptable to the Scots nation, it was thought proper to 

recall him, and to fend over De Thermes in his place. D' Em~, before his de

parture, fortified Leith, which, from a fmall village, foon became a confiderable 
town, by the concourfe of inhabitants, who found there a fecurity, which they 

could no where elfe enjoy in Scotland. He alfo attacked an Engli!h garrifon in 

Inch-keith, an iiland oppofite to that harbour, and made them prifoners. After 
thefe exploits, he refigned his command to De Thermes, who brought over with 
him Monluc, biihop of Valence, a man celebrated for wifdom and ability. 

This prelate was named chancellor of the kingdom ; and it was probably intend

ed, by his means, to infpire the nation with fome greater attachment to the prin

ciples of law and equity : But the Scots, impatient of reftraint, and jealous of a 

foreigner, exprelfed fuch difcontent, that it was thought more prudent foon after 

to recall him :1:· 
THo' the proteCtion of France was of great confequence to the Scots, in fup-

porting them againft the invafions of England, they reaped ftill more benefit 
from the difrractions. and divifions which had crept into the councils of that latter 

* Hayward, p. 201. 
t Beague, p. 68. Knox, p. 81. 

T,hqanus, l'b. v. c. 1.5. 

t Burnet, vo1. ii . p. 85. 
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kingdom. Even the two brothers, the proteCtor and admiral, not contented with Chap. I. 
the high ftations which they fevera1ly enjoyed, and the great eminence to which they 1 548• 

had rifen, had entertained the mofl: violent jealoufy of each other's authority ; Cabals of · 

and they divided the whole court and kingdom, by their oppofite cabals and p~e· lord Seyrnour. 

tenfions. Lord Seymour was a man of infatiable ambition, arrogant, auuming, 
implacable; and tho' efteemed of fuperior capacity to the protector, he poffeffed 

· not to the fame degree the confidence and regard of the people. By his flattery 
and addrefs, he had fo infinuated himfelf into the good graces of the ~~en
dowager, that, forgetting her ufual prudence and decency, fhe married him im
mediately upon the deceafe of the late King: Infomuch, that, had ihe foon 
proved pregnant, it might have been doubtful to which hufband the child be· 
longed. The credit and riches of this alliance fupported the ambition of the ad
miral ; but gave umbrage to the dutchefs of Somerfet, ·who, uneafy that the 
younger brother's wife fhould have tbe precedency, employed all her interefl: with 
her hufband, which was too great, firft to create, and then to widen a breach be. 
tween the two brothers *. . 

THE firft fymptoms of this mifunderftanding appeared · when the protector 
commanded the army in Scotland. The fecretary, Paget, a man devoted 
to Somerfet, remarked, that Seymour was forming feparate intrigues among 
the counfellors ; was corrupting, by prefents, the King's fervants ; and 
even endeavouring, by improper indulgencies and liberalities, t-o captivate 
the affeCtions of the young monarch. Paget reprefented to him the danger 
of this conduct ; defired him to reflect on the numerous enemies whom the 
fudden elevation of their family had created ; and warned him that any dif
fenfion between him and the protector, would be greedily laid hold of, to 
draw on the ruin of both. Finding his remonfi:rances ineffectual, he convey
ed intelligence of the danger to Somerfet, and engaged him to l~ave the enter
prize upon Scotland unfinilhed, in order to guard againft the attempts of his 
domeftic enemies. In the enfuing Parliament, the admiral's projects appeat"ed 
frill more hazardous to public tranquillity ; and as he had acquired many 
partizans and retainers, he made a direct attack upon his brother's autho
rity. He reprefented to his friends, that formerly, during a minority, the 
office of protetl:or of the kingdom had been kept feparate from that of governor 
of the king's perfon ; and th~ the pn::fent union of thefe two important trufi:s, 
conferred on Somerfet ·an a.uthority which could nvt fafely be lodged in any fub
jeCl: t. He ev~n prevailed on the young King, to write a letter to the Parlia .. 

* Hayward, p. 301. Heylin, p. 72. 
t Haynes, p. Sz, 90. 
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Chap. r. ment, defiring that Seymour might be appointed his governor ; and he ·had 

1 548. formed a party in the two boufes, by which he hoped to have effeCted his pur· 

pofe. The defign was difcovered before its execution ; and fome common friends 

were fent to remon!lrate with him, but had fo little influence, that he threw out 

many menacing expreffions, and rallily threatened, thar, if he was thwarted in 

his attempt, he would make this Parliament the blackeft that ever was in Eng

land *. 1'he council fent for him, to anfwer for his conduct ; but he refufed 

to attend : They then began to threaten in their turn, and informed him, that the 

King's letter, inftead of availing him any thing to the execution of his purpofe, 

would be imputed to him as a criminal enterprize, and be conftrued a defign to 

difturb the government, by forming a feparate intereft with a child and minor.' 

They even let fall fome menaces of fending him to the Tower for his temerity ; and 

the admiral, finding himfelf prevented in his defign, was obliged to fubmit, and 

to defire a reconciliation with his brother. 

THE mild and n1oderate temper of Somerfet made him willing to forget thefe 

enterprifes of the admiral; but the ambition of that turbulent fpirit could not 

be fo eafily appeafed. His fpoufe, the ~een-dowager, died in child· bed; but 

fo far from regarding this event as a check to his afpiring views, he founded 

on it the fcheme of a more extraordinary elevation. He tnade his addreffes to the 

lady Elizabeth, then in the fixteenth year of her age; and that princefs, whom 

even the hurry of bufinefs, and the purfuits of ambition, could not, in 

her more. advanced years, difengage entirely fron1 the tender paffions, feems 

to have liftened to the infinuations of a man who poffeffed every talent proper to 

captivate the affeCtions of the fair t. But as Henry the eighth had excluded his 

daughters from all hopes of fucceffion, if they married without the confent of 

his executors, which Seymour could never hope to obtain ; it was concluded, 

that he propofed to effet1uate his purpofe by expedients ftill more rafh and more 

criminal. All the other n1eafures of the admiral tended to confirm this fufpicion. 

He continued to attack, by prefents, the fidelity of all thofe who had more imme

diate accefs to the King's perfon: He endeavoured to feduce that young prince into 

his interefts : He found means of holding a private correfpondence with him : 

I-Ie openly decried his brother's adminiftration; and afferted, that by enlifting 

Germans, and other foreigners, he intended to form a mercenary army, which 

endangered the King's authority, and the liberty of the people : By promifes 

and perfuafion he brought over to his party many of the principal nobility ; and 

had difiributed his intereft all over England : He neglected not even the mofl: 

• Haynes, p. i 5· t Ibic. 95, 96, 1oz, xos. 
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,popular perfons of inferior rank; and had computed, that he could, on occa!ion, ehap. r. 
command the fer vice of ten thoufand men, among his fervants, tenants, and re- IS·t 8. 

tainers * : He had already provided arms for their ufe ; and having engaged in 
his interefts Sir John Sharington, a very corrupt man, mafter of the mint at 
Briftol, he flattered himfelf that money would not be wanting. Somerfet was 
well informed of all thefe alarn1ing circumftances, and endeavoured by the mofl: 
friendly expedients, by intreaty, reafon, and even by heaping new favours upon 
his brother, to make him.depart from his precipitant councils : But finding all his 
endeavours ineffecrual, he began to think of more fevere remedies. The earl of 
W arwic was an ill inftrument between the brothers ; and had formed the defign, 
by inflaming the quarrel, to raife his own fortune on the ruins of both. 

DuD LE Y, ·earl of Warwic, was the fon of that Dudley, minifter to Henry the Dudley, earl 

fevenrh, who having, by rapine, extortion, and perverfion of law, incurred of Warwic. 

the hatred of the public, had been facrificed to popular animofity, in the be-
ginning of the fubfequent reign. The late King, fenfible of the iniquity, at 
leaft illegality of the fentence, had afterwards reftored young Dudley's blood by 
act of parliament; and finding him endowed with ability, induftry, and enter· 
prize, he had entrufted him with n1any important commands, and had ever 
found him fuccefsful in all his undertakings. He raifed him to the dignity of 
vifcount Line, conferred on him the office of admiral, and gave him by his will 
a place among his executors. Dudley made ftill farther progrefs during the mi-
nority ; and having obtained the title of earl of Warwic, and undermined the 
credit of Southampton, he bore the firft rank among the protector's counfeliors. 
The victory, gained at Pinkey, was much afcribed to his courage and conduCt; and 
he was univerfally regarded as a man equally endowed with the talents of peace and 
war. But all thefe virtues were obfcured by ftill greater vices ; an exorbitant 
ambition, an infatiable avarice, a neglect of decency, a contempt of jufl:ice : 
And as he found, that lord Seymour, whofe ability and enterprize he chiefly 
dreaded, was involving himfelf in ruin, by his rafh councils, he was determined 
to pufh him over the precipice; and thereby remove the chief obftacle to his own 
projected greatnefs. 

WHEN Somerfet found that the public peace was expofed by his brother's fedi
tious, if not rebellious, fchemes, he was the more eafil y perfuaded, by W arwic, 
to employ the extent of royal awthority againft him; and after depriving him of 
the office of admiral, he figned a warrant for committing him to the Tower. 
Some of his accomplices were alfo taken into cuftody; and three privy counfellors, 
being fent to examine them, made a report, that they had met with very full 

~ Haynes, p. 1o5, 106. 
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and important difcoveries. Yet frill the proteCl:or fufpended the blow, and 
1howed a reluctance to ruin his brother. He offered to depart from the profecu
tion, if Seymour would promife him a cordial reconcilement ; and relinquithing 
all ambitious hopes, be contented with a private life, and retire into the country. 
But as Seymour made no other anfwer to thefe friendly offers than menaces and 
defiance~, he ordered a charge to be drawn up againft him, confifting of thirty
three articles* ; and the whole to be laid before the privy-council. It is pre
tended, that every particular was fo inconteftibly proved, both by witneffes and 
his own hand-writing, that there was no room for doubt ; yet did the council 
think proper to go in a body to the Tower, in order more fully to examine the 
prifoner. He was not daunted by the appearance ; but boldly demanded a fair 
trial ; required to be confronted with the witneffes; defired that the charge might 
be left with him, in order to be confidered ; and refufed to anfwer any interroga
tories, by which he might enfnare himfelf. 

IT is apparent, that notwithftanding what is pretended, there muft have been 
fome deficiency in the evidence againft: Seymour, when fuch demands, founded 
on the plaineft principles of law and equity, were abfolutely rejected. We 1hall 
indeed conclude, if we carefully examine the charge, that many of the articles 
were general, and fcarce capable of any proof; many of them, if true, fuf
ceptible of a more favourable interpretation ; and that, tho' on the whole, Sey
n1our appears to have been a very dangerous fi.tbjeB:, yet he had not advanced far 
in thofe 'treafonable projeCts imputed to him. The chief part of his guilt feems to 
have confifted in fome unwarrantable practices in the admiralty, by which pyrates 
were protected, and illegal impofitions laid upon the merchants. 

BuT the adminiftration had, at that time, an eafy infirument of vengeance, to 

wit, the Parliament; and needed not to give themfelves any concern with regard 

Ap 1
. either to the guilt of the perfons whom they profecuted, or the evidence which 

ar ument. . . . 
could be produced agamft them. A feffion of Parliament bemg held, it was 

~e~ovem- propofed to proceed againft Seymour by bill of attainder ; and much perfuafion 
being employed to engage the young King to confent to it, a confiderable weight 
was put on his approbation. The matter was firft laid before the upper houfe ; 

1549• and feveral peers, riGng up in their places, gave an account of what they knew 
concerning lorJ Seymour's conduct:, and his criminal words or actions. Thefe 

AttainJer of narrlti ves were received for undoubted evidence ; and tho' the prifoner had for• 
lordSeymour. mrrly engaged many friends and partizans among the nobility, no one had either 

tl1e courage or equity to move, that he might be heard in his own defence, that 
the tefbmony gainft him fhould be -delivered in a kgal manner, and that he 

* Bur net, vol. ii. CoiL 31. 2 & 3 Edw. VI. c~ I 8. 
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fhould be confronted with the witneffes. A little more fcruple was made in the Chap. J. 
houfe of commons: There were even fome members who objected againft the 1549· 

whole method of proceeding by bills of attainder, paifed in abfence; and requir- zoth March. 
ed, that a formal trial !hould be given to every man before his condemnation. 
But upon receiving a meffage from the King, requiring them to proceed, and of-
fering that the fame narratives fhould be laid before them which had fatisfied the 
peers, they were eafily prevailed on to acquiefce *. The bill paffed in a very. 
full houfe. Near four hundred voted for it, and not above nine or ten againft 
it t. The fentence was foon after executed, and the prifoner was beheaded on His execu.
Tower-hill. The warrant was figned by Somerfet, who was expofed to much tion. 

blame, on account of the violence of thefe proceedings. The attempts of the 
admiral feemed chiefly to be levelled againft his brother's ufurped authority ; and 
tho' his ambitious, enterprizing character, encouraged by a marriage with the 
lady Elizabeth, might have proved dangerous to public tranquillity, the prudence 
of forefeeing dangers at fuch a diftance, was deemed too great, and the remedy 
was plainly illegal. It could only be faid, that this bill of attainder was feme-
what more tolerable than the preceding ones, to which the nation had been ac
cuftomed. For here, at leaft, fome !hadow of evidence was produced. 

ALL the other confiderable bufinefs tranfaeted this feffion, befides the attainder Ecclefiaftical. 
of lord Seymour, regarded eccleG.aftical matters; which were now the chief con- affairs. 

cern of the nation. A committee of biiliops and divines had been appointed by · 
the council, to frame a liturgy for the fervice of the church ; and they had exe-
cuted the work committed to them. They proceeded with great moderation in 
this delicate undertaking : They retained as much of the ancient mafs as the prin-
ciples of the reformers would permit : They indulged nothing to the fpirit of 
contradiction, which fo naturally takes place in all great innovations : And they 
flattered themfelves, that they had framed a fervice, in which every denomination 
of Chriil:ians might, without fcruple, concur~ The mafs- had been always cele-
brated in L.atin ; a praCtice which might have been deemed abfurd, had it not 
been found ufeful to the clergy, by impreffing the people with an idea of fome my-
fterious unknown virtue in thofe rites, and by checking all their pretenfions to be 
familiarly acquainted with their religion. But as the reformers pretended in fome 
few particulars to encourage private judgment in . the laity, the tranfiation of the 
liwrgy, as- well as of the fcriptures, into the vulgar tongue, feemed more con-
formable to the genius of their feet; and this innovation, with the retrenchment 
of prayers to faints, and of fome fuperaitious ceremonies, was the chief differ~ 

~ 2.& 3 Edw •. Vl. c. 18. t Burnet, vol. ii.. p. 99· 
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ence between the old mafs and the new liturgy. Tl.e parliament eil:ablifhed this 

form of wodhip in all the churches, and ordered an uniformity to be obferved in 

all the rites and ceremonies *. 
THERE was another very material act, which paffed this feffion. The former 

canons had eftabliil1ed the celibacy of the clergy; and though this practice be 

ufually afcribed to the policy .of the court of Rome, who thought, that the ec

clefiaftics would be more devoted to their f piritual head, and lefs dependant on the 

civil magiftrate, when freed from the powerful ties of wives and children; yet 

was this inftitution tnuch forwarded by the principles of fuperftition inherent in 

human nature. Thefe principles had rendered the panygerics of an inviolate cha

ftity fo frequent among the ancient fathers, long before the eftablifhment of celi

bacy. And even the Englifh parliament, though they framed a law permitting 

the tnarriages of priefts, yet confefs in the prean1ble, " that it were better for 

4
' priefts and the minifters of the church to live chafte and without marriage, and 

" it were much to be wifhed they would of the1nfelves abftain." The inconve

niences,. which had arifen from compelling chaftity and prohibiting marriage, are 

the reafon affigned for indulging a liberty in this particular t. The ideas of pen~ 

nance alfo were fo much retained in other particulars, that an act of parliament 

paired, · prohibiting the ufe of flefh meat, during Lent and the other times of 

abftinence :J:. 
THE 

* 2 & 3 Edw. VI. cap. t. t z & 3 Edw. VI. cap. zt. 

t 2 & 3 Edw. VI. cap. 19. Another aB:, paffed this {effion, takes 11otice in the preamble, that the 

city of York, formerly well inhabited~ was now much decayed: Infomuch that many of the cures 

could not afford a competent maintainance to the incumbents. To remedy this inconvenience, the ma

.giil:rates were empowered to unite as many parifhes as they thought proper. An eccleliail:ical hifio-

rian, Collier, vol. ii. p. 2 30, thinks, that this decay of York is chiefly to be alCribed to the diifo

lution of monafteries, by which the revenues fell into the hands of perfons who lived at a diftance. 

A very grievous tax was impofed this feffion upon the whole ftock and monied intereft of the king

~ c:1om, and even upon its induil:ry. It was a fh.illing in the pound yearly, during three years, on every 

perfon worth ten pounds or upwards : The double on aliens and denizens. Thefe Iaft, if above 

,.twelve years of age, and if worth lefs than twenty fh.illings, were to pay eight-pence yearly. Every 

wether was to pay two-pence yearly; every ewe three-pence. The woollen manufaB:ures were to pay 

eight-pence a pound on the value of all the cloth they made. Thefe exorbitant taxes on money are a 

_I 

·proof, that few people lived on the money lent out at intereil:: For this tax amounts to the half of the 

yearly income of all money-holders, during three years, efiimating their intereft at the rate allowed by 

law; and it was too grievous to be born, if many perfons had been a.ffeeted by it. It is remarkable, 

that no tax at all was laid upon land this feffion. The profits of merchandife were commonly fo high, 

that it was fuppofed it could bear this iinpofition. 'I he m oft abfurd part of the law feems to be the tax 

upon the woollen manufacture. See z & 3 Edw. VI. cap, 36. The fubfequent Parliament repealed 
:the 
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THE principal tenets and practices of the catholic religion were now aboli!hed, 
and the reformation, fuch as we enjoy it at prefcnt, was almoft entirely corn
pleated in England. But the doctrine of the real prefence, though tacitly con
demned by the new communion-fervice and by the prohibition of many ancient 
rites, ftill retained fome hold of the minds of men; and it was the laft doctrine 
of popery, which was wholly abandoned by the people·*. The extreme attach
ment of the late King to that tenet might be fome ground for this obftinacy ; but 
the chief caufe was really the extreme abfurdity of the principle itfelf, and the 
profound veneration, which of courfe, it impreifed on the mind. The priefts 
likewife were much inclined to favour an opinion, which attributed to them fo 
n1iraculous a power; and the people, who believed that they participated of the 
very body and blood of their Saviour, were loth to renounce fo extraordinary, 

· and as they imagined, ,[o falutary a privilege. The general attachment to this 
dogma was :o violent, that the Lutherans, notwithftanding their feparation from 
Rome, had thought proper, under another name, ftill to retain it : And the ca
tholic preachers, in England, when reftrained in every other particular, could not 
forbear, on every occafion, from inculcating that tenet. Bonner, for this of
fence among others, had been tried by the council, had been deprived of his fee~ 
and had bee11 committed to cuftody. Gardiner alfo, who had recovered his liber
ty, appeared anew refractory to the authority, which eflablifhed the late inno
vations; and he feemed willing to countenance that opinion, -n1uch favoured by 
all the Englifh catholics, that the King was indeed fupreme head of the church, 
but not the council, during a minority. Having declined giving full fatisfaction 
on this head, he was fent to the Tower, and threatened with farther effetls of. 
the council's difpleafure. 

THESE feverities being exercifed againfl: men, po.lfeffed of office and au
thority, feen:ed a neceifary policy, in order to inforce an uniformity in public. 
worfhip and difcipline: But there were other inftances of perfecution, which 
were derived from no other origin than the bigotry of theologians ; a malady, 
which feems almoft incurable. Tho' the proteflant divines had ventured to 
renounce opir1ions, deemed certain during fo many centuries, they regarded, in 
their turn, the new fyftem as fo certain, that they could bear no contradiction 

the tax on !heepand woollen cloth. 3 & 4 Edw. VI. cap. 23. But they continued the other tax a. 
year longer. lbid. . · 

The clergy tal{ed them/elves at fix 1hillings in the pound to be paid in three ye~1rs. This taxation 
;as ratified in P:nliament, which had been the conmon pracric: fincc the reformation, as if the clergy 

h d no legi!lative power, even over themfelves. See 2 & 3 Edw. Vl. cap. 3 5. 
, * Bw·net, vol. ii. cap. 104- ' 
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with regard to it; and they were ready to burn in the fame flames, from which 
they themfelves had fo narrowly efcaped, every one who had the affurance to op
pofe them. A commiffion by aB: of council was granted to the primate and fome 
others, to ·examine and fearch afcer all anabaptifts, heretics, or contemners of the 
book of common prayer*. They were in joined to reclaim them, if poffible ; 
to impofe pennance on them; and to give them abfolution : Or, if they were 
obftinate, to excommunicate and imprifon them, and to deliver them over to the 
fecular arm : And in the execution of this charge, the commiffioners were not 
bound to obferve the ordinary methods of trial; the forms of law were difpenfed 
with, and if any fratutes happened to interfere with the powers in the commiffion, 
they were over- ruled and abrogated by the council. Some tradefmen in London 
were brought before thefe commiffioners, and were accufed of maintaining, among 
other opinions, that a man regenerate could not fin, and that though the outward 
111an might offend, the inward was incapable of all guilt. They were prevailed 
on to abjure and were difmiffed. But there was a woman accufed of heretical 
pravity, called Joan Bocher, or Joan of Kent, who was fo extremely obftinate, that 
the commiffioners could gain nothing upon her. Her doctrine was, " that ChrH1: 
'' was not truly incarnate of the virgin, whofe flefh, being the outward man, was 
'' finfully begotten, and born in fin ; and confequently he could take none of it: 
" But the word, by the confent of the inward man of the virgin, was made -
" flefh t." This opinion. it would feem, is not orthodox; and there was a ne
ceffity for delivering the woman to the flames for maintaining it. But the young 
King, tho' in fuch tender years, had more fenfe than all his counfellors and pre
ceptors; and he long refufed to fign the warrant for her execution. Cranmer 
was employed to perfuade him to compliance; and he faid, that there was a great 
difference between errors in other points of divinity, and thofe which were di
rectly contradictory to the Apoftles creed : Thefe latter were impieties againft 
Gocl, wbkh the prince, being God's deputy, ought to reprefs; in like manner, 
as the Kiog,s deputies were bound to punifh offences againft the King's per
fon. Edward, overcome by importunity more than reafon, at laft fubmitted, 
tho' with tears in ·his eyes ; and he told Cranmer, that, if any w_,rong was done, 
the guilt fhould lie int.ire1y on his head. The primate, -after making a new ef
fort to reclaim the woman from her errors, and finding her obftinate againft all 
his arguments, at laft committed her to the flames. Some time after, a Dutch
man, called Van Paris, accufed of the herefy which has received the nan1e of A
rianifm, was condemned to the fame punifhment. He .fuffered with fo much 

• Burner, vol. ii. p. 3-• Rymer, tom. xv. p .. J8I. 
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fatisfatl:ion, that he hugged and careifed the fa~gots, which were con fuming him; 
a fpecies of frenzy of which there is more than one inftance among the martyrs.. 
of this age *. 

THESE rigorous methods of proceeding foon brought the whole nation to a 
conformity with the new doctrine and the new liturgy. The lady Mary alone 
continued to adhere to the mafs, and refufed to admit the eftabli!hed modes of 
worfhip. vVhen preffed and menaced on this head, fhe applied to the emperor ; 
who, ufing his intereft with Sir Philip Hobby, the Engliih ambaffador, procu
red her a temporary connivance from the council t· 

C H A P. II. 

Difcontents of the people.-In.furreCiions.-ConduCl if the war 'witb 
Scotland.--With France.-FaCJions in the council.-Conjpi
racy againfl Somerfet.-Somerfit rejigns the protetlorjhip.-A 
Parlt'ament.--Peace with France and Scot/and.-Boulogne for
rendered.--Perfecution of Gardiner.-Warwic created duke of 
Northumberland.--His ambition.--Trial of Somerfet.-His 
execution.-A Parliament.- A new Parli'ament.-Succijjion 
changed.-The King's .ftcknifs--and deatb. 

Chap. T. 
I 519• 

T H ERE is no abufe fo great, in civil fociety, as not to be attended with a 
1549

• 

great variety of beneficial confequences ; and in the beginnings of refor- Difcontent! 
mation, the ]ofs of thefe advantages is always fdt very fenfibly, while the bene- of the people 

fit, refulting from the change, is the flow effect of time, and is feldom perceived 
by the bulk of a nation. Scarce any inftitution can be imagined Jefs favourable, 
in the main, to the interefts of mankind than that of monks and friars; yet was 
it followed by many good effects, which, having ceafed by the fuppreffion of mo-
nafteries, were very much regretted by the people of Engl~nd. The monks, 
refiding always in their convents, in the heart of their eftates, fpent their mo-
ney in the provinces and among their tenants, afforded a ready market for com-
modities, were a fure refource to the poor and indigent; and though their ho-
fpitality and charity gave but too much encouragement to idlenefs, and prevent-
ed the increafe of public riches, yet did it provide to many a remedy againit 

• Burner, vol. i". p. 1 IZ.. S:rype's Mem. Cranm. p. 181. t Heylin, p. 1 oz.. 
VoL. Ill. T t he 



Chap. II. 
1 5 -f9· 

H I S T 0 R Y OF E N G L A N D. 

the extreme preffures of want and neceffity. It is alfo obfervable, that, as the 

friars were limited by the rules of their infritution, to a certain train of life, they 

had not equal motives for avarice with other men; and they were acknow

ledged to have been in England, as they frill are in Roman catholic countries, the 

beft and mofr indulgent landlords. The abbots and priors were allowed to give 

leafes at an under-value, and to receive, in return, a large prefent from the tenant; 

in the fame manner as is ftill pracrifed by the biiliops and colleges. But when the 

abbey-lands were di[hibuted among the great nobility and courtiers, they fell un

der a different management: The rents of farms were raifed, while the te

nants found not the fame facility in difpofing of the produce; the money 

was fpent in the capital ; and the farmers, Jiving at a difrance, were expofed to 

all the oppreffions of their new n1afrers, or to the fiill greater rapacity of the 

ftewards. 

THESE compl~1nts of the common people were at that time heightened by 

other caufes. The arts of manufatlure were much more advanced in other Eu

ropean countries than in England ; and even in England thefe arts had made 

greater progrefs than the knowledge of agriculture ; a profeffion, which of all 

mechanical employments, requires the moft refleCtion and experience. A great de

mand arofe for wool both abroad and at home : Paflurage was found more profit

able than un£kilful tillage: Whole eftates were laid wafl:e by inclofures : The te

'nants, regarded as a ufelefs burthen, were expelled their habitations : Even the cot· 

tagers, deprived of the commons, on which they formerly fed their cattle, were 

reduced to mifery : And a great decay of people, as well as diminution of the 

former plenty, was remarked in the kingdom*. This grievance was now of an 

old date ; and Sir Thomas More, alluding to it, obferves in his Utopia, that a 

fheep had become in England a more ravenous animal than a lion or a wolf, and 

devoured whole villages, cities and provinces. 

THE general increafe alfo of gold and filver in Europe, after the difcovery of 

the Weft- Indies, had a tendency to inflame thefe complaints. The growing de

mand, in the more commercial countries, had every where heightened the price 

of commodities, which could eafily be tranfported thither ; but in England, the 

labour of men, who could not fo eafily change their habitadon, frill remained 

nearly at the ancient rates; and the poor people complained that they could no 

longer gain a fubfiflence by their induftry. It was by an addition alone of toil 

and application they were enabled to provide a mainten:mce; and though this in• 

creafe of induftry was at Jafl: the effect of the prefent fituation, and an effect very 

• Su:ype, vol. ii. Repoftory, Q_ 
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beneficial to fociety, yet it was difficult for the people to ihake off their former Chap. n. 
hab!ts of indolence; and nothing but neceffity could compel then1 to that exer- 1549· 

tion of their faculties. 
IT muft alfo .be remarked, that the profufion of fienry the eighth, had redu

ced him, notwithftanding his rapacity, to fuch difficulties, that he had been obli
ged to remedy a prefent neceffity, by the pernicious expedient of debafing the 
coin; and the wars, in which the protector had been involved, had induced him 
to carry frill farther the fame abufe. The ufual confequences enfued : The good 
coin was hoarded or exported; bafe metal was coined at home, or imported from 
abroad in great abundance ; the common people, who received their wages in it, 
could not purchafe commodities at the ufual rates ; an univerfi1l diffidence and 
ftagnation of commerce took place; and loud complaints were heard in every 
part of England. 

THE protector, who loved popularity, and compaffionated the condition of the 
people, encouraged thefe complaints by his endeavours to remedy them. He 
appointed a commiffion for making inquiry concerning inclofures ; and iffued a 
proclamation, ordering all late inclofures to be laid open by a day affigned. The 
populace, meeting with fuch countenance from the government, began to rife in 
feveral places, and to commit diforders ; but were quieted by remonftrances and 
perfuafion. In order to give them greater fatisfaCtion, Somerfet appointed new 
commiffioners, whom he fent every where, with an unlimited power to hear and 
determine all caufes about inclofures, high- ways, and cottages*. As the objeCt 
of this commiffion was very difagreeable to the gentry and nobility, they called 
the commiffion arbitrary and illegal ; and the common people, fearing it would 
be eluded, and being impatient for immediate redrefs, could no longer contain 
their fury, but fought for a remedy by force of arms. The rifing began at once InfiJrreaions. 
in feveral parts of England, as if an univerfal confpiracy had been formed by the 
commonalty. The rebels in Wiltfhire were difperfed by Sir William Herbert : 
Thofe in the neighbouring counties, Oxford and Glocefter, by lord Gray of 
Wilton. Many of the rioters were killed in the field: Others were executed by 
martial law. The commotions in' Hampfhire, Suffex, Kent, and other counties, 
were quieted by gentler methods; but the diforders in Devonfhire and Norfolk 
threatened the moft fatal confequences. 

THE commonalry in Devonfhire began with the ufual pretence of inc1ofures 
and of oppreffions from the gentry; bufthe parifh prieft of Stampford-Courtenay, 
had the addrefs to give their difcontents a direCtion towards religion ; and the deli
cacy of this fubjecr, in the prefent emergency, made the infurreCtion imme-

• Burnet, vol. ii. p. t 15. Strype, vol. ii. p. 17 t. 
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oiately appear dangerous. In other countirs, the gentry had kept clofely united 
with the government; but here many of them took part with the populace; 
among others, Humphrey Arundel, governor of St Michael's Mount. The ri

oters were brought to the form of a regular army, and amounted to the number 
of to,ooo men. Lord Ruilel had been fent againft them at the head of a fmalt 
force ; but finding 'himfelf too weak to encounter them in the field, he kept at 
a diftance, and began to treat and negotiate with them ; in hopes of eluding their 
fury by delay, and of difperfing them by the difficulty of their fubfifiing in a 
body. Their demands were, that the mafs fhould be reftored, half of the ab
bey-lands refumed, the law of the fix articles executed, holy water and holy 
bread ref~etl:ed, and all other particular grievances redreffed *. The coun
cil, to whom Ruffel tranfmitted thefe demands, fent a haughty anfwer; exhm-t· 

ed the rebels to difperfe; and promifed them pardon upon their immediate 
fubmiffion. Enraged at this difappointment, they marched to Exeter, carrying 

before them croifes, banners, holy water, candlefticks, and other implements of 
the ancient fuperftition ; together with the hofte, which they covered with a ca
nopy t. The inhabitants of Exeter lhut their gates; and the rebels, as they had 
no cannon, endeavoured to take the place, firft by fcalade, then by mining, but 
were repulfed in all their attempts. Ruffel meanwhile lay at Honiton, till rein
forced by Sir William Herbert, and lord Gray, with fome German horfe, and 

fome Italian arquebuG.ers under Battifta Spinola. He then refolved to attempt the 
relief of Exeter, which was now reduced to extremities. He attacked the re
bels, drove them from all their pofts, committed great flaughter upon them 
both in the aCtion and purfuit t, and took many prifoners. Arundel and the other 

leaders were fent to London, tried and executed. Many of the inferior fort were 
put to death by martial law§ : The vicar of St. Thomas, one of the principal in
cendiaries, was hanged on the top of his own tower, arrayed in his popifh weeds, 

with his beads at his girdle 11· 

THE infurreB:ion in Norfolk rofe frill to a greater height, and was attended with 
greater violences. The populace were at firft excited, as in other places, by the 
complaints againft inclofures; but finding their numbers amount to twenty thou
fand men, they grew infolent on their force, and proceeded to more exorbitant 
pretenfions. They required the fuppreffion of the gentry, the placing new coun
fellors about the King, and the re.eftablilhment of the ancient rites. One Ket, 
a tanner, had aifumed the government of them; and he exercifed his authority . 

• Hayward, p. :z92. Hollinglhed, p. 1003. Fox, vol. ii. p. 666. Mem. Cranm. p. 186. 
t Heylin, p. 76. t Stowe's Annals, p. 597• Hayward, p. 295• § Hayward, p. 295, 296. 
I Heylin, p. 76. Hollingfhed, p. 1026. 

with 



EDWARD VI. 

with the utmoll: info1ence and outrage. Having taken porfeffio~ of Moufhold- Ch~p. IT. · 
Hill near Norwich, he ereCted his tribunal under an old oak, thence called the I5W· 
oak of reformation; and fummoning the gentry to appear before him, he gave 
fuch decrees as might be expected from his character and fituation. The mar-
quis of Northampton was firft ordered againft him; but met with a repulre: in 
an action, where lord Sheffield was killed *. The protetl:or affetl:ed popularity, 
and cared not to ap ar in perfon againft the rebels : He therefore fent next the 
earl of W arwic at the head of 6ooo men, levied for the wars againfi: Scotland; and 
he thereby afforded his mortal enemy an opportunity of augmenting his reputation 
and character. Warwic, having tried fome fkirmifhes with the rebels, at laft 
made a general attack upon them, and put them to flight. Two thoufand of 
them fell in the fight and purfuit : Ket was hanged at Norwich caftle; nine of his 
followers on the boughs of the oak of reformation ; and the infurreCl:ion was en-
tirely fuppreffed. Some rebels in Yorkfhire, hearing of the fate of their compa-
nions, accepted the offers of pardon, and threw down their arms. A general in
demnity was foon after publifhed by the proteCtor t. 

BuT tho' the infurreCl:ions were thus quickly fubdued in England, and no 
traces of them feemecf to remain, they were attended with very bad confequences ConduCl: of 
with regard to the foreign interefts of the nation. The forces of the earl of the war with 
W . h. h . h h d . ffi S 1 d d. d Scotland. arwtc, w IC mtg t ave ma ea great tmpre ton on cot an , were tverte 
from that enterprize; and De Thermes had leifure to reduce that country to fome 
fettlement and compofure. He took the fortrefs of Broughty, and put the garri-
fon to the fword. He firaitened the Englifh at Haddington; and though lord 
Dacres found means to throw relief into the place, and to reinforce the garrifon, 
it was experienced to be very chargeable, and even impratl:icable to keep po1fefiion 
of that fortrefs. The whole country in the neighbourhood was laid wafte by the 
inroads both of the Scots and Englifb, and could afford no fupply to the garrifon: 
The place lay above thirty miles from the borders ; fo that a regular army was 
neceffary to efcort thither any provifions : And as the plague had broke out among 
the troops, they perifhed daily, and were reduced to a ftate of great weaknefs. 
For thefe reafons, orders were given to difmantle Haddington, and to convoy the 
artillery and garrifon to Berwic; and the earl of Rutland, now created warden of 
the eaft marches, executed the orders. 

THE King of France alfo took advantage of the diftratl:ions of the Englifh, in With France. 
order to recover Boulogne, and that territory, which flenry the eighth had 
conquered from France. On other pretences, he alfembled an army ; and falling 

• Stowe, p. 597· Holling!hed, IOJ0-34· Strype, vol . ii. p. 174· 
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fuddenly upon the Boullonois, took the caftles of Sellacque, Blacknefs, and · 

Ambleceufe, tho' well fupplied with garrifons, ammunition, and provifions •. 

He attempted to furprize Boulenberg, and was repulfed ; but the garrifon, not 

thinking the place tenable after the lofs of the other fortreffes, deftroyed the works, 

. and retired to Boulogne. The rains, which fell in great abundance during the 

autumn, and a peftilential diftemper, which broke out in the French camp, depri

ved Henry of all hopes of fuccefs againft Boulogne itfelf; and he retired to Paris t. 

He left the command of the army to Gafpar de Coligny, lord of Chatillon, fo 

famous afterwards under the name of admiral Coligny ; and he gave him orders 

to form the fiege early in the fpring. The active difpofition of this general en

gaged him to make, during the winter, feveral attempts againft the place; but they 

proved all unfuccefsful. 

STRozzr, who commanded the French fleet and galleys, endeavoured to make 

a defcent on J erfey ; but meeting there with an Englifh fleet, an action enfued, 

which feems not to have been decifive, fince the hiftorians of the two nations dif

fer fo widely in their accounts of the event :J:. 
As foon as the French war broke out, the protector endeavoured to fortify 

himfe1f with the alliance of the emperor ; and he fent over fecretary Paget to 

Bruffels, where Charles then refided, in order to affill: Sir Philip Hobby, the or

dinary ambalfador, in this negotiation. But that prince had formed a defign of 

extending his dominions by acting the part of champion for the catholic religion; 

and though extremely defirous of fortifying himfelf by the Englilh alliance againft 

France, his capital enemy, he thought it unfuitable to his other pretenfions to 

enter into ftrict confederacy with a nation, which had broke off all connexions 

with the church of Rome. He therefore declined all advances of friendfhip 

from England ; and eluded the applications of the ambaffadors. An exact ac

count is preferved of this negotiation in a letter of Hobby ; and it is remark

able, that the emperor, in a converfation with the Englilh minifters, afferted, that 

the prerogatives of a King of England were more extenfive than thofe of a King 

of France §. Burnet, who preferves this letter, fubjoins, as a parallel inftance, 

that one objection which the Scots made to marrying their ~1een with Edward, 

was that all their privileges would be fwallowed up by the great prerogative of the 

Kings of England 11· 

SoMERSET, finding no affiftance from the emperor, was inclined to conclude 

a peace with France and Scotland ; and befides that he was not in a conditiofl to 

maintain (pch ruinous wars, h~ thought, that there no longer remained any ob-

'~~< Thuanus, lib. vi. c. 6. t Hayward, p. 300. 
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jeCt: of hoftilities. The Scots had fent away their ~eeri ; and could not, if Chap. II. 
ever fo much inclined, compleat the marriage contracted with Edward: And as 

1
549· 

Henry the eighth had fi:ipulated to refi:ore BouJogne in I 554, it feemed a matter 
. of fmall confequence to anticipate a few years, the term of the treaty. But when 
he propofed thefe reafons to the council, he met with ftrong oppofition from his 
enemies, who, feeing him unable to fupport the war, were determined, for that 
very reafon, to oppofe all propofals for a pacification. The faCtions ran very 
high in the court of England ; and matters were drawing to an i!fue, fatal to the 
authority of the protector. 

AFT ER Somerfet obtained the patent, invefi:ing him with regal authority, he no 
longer paid any attention to the opinion of the other counfellors; and being elated Factions in 

with his high dignity, as well as with his victory at Pinkey, he thought, that the council. 

every one ought, in every thing, to yield to his fentiments. All thofe who were 
not entirely devoted to him, were fure to be neglected ; whoever oppofed his will 
received marks of anger or contempt* ; and while he fhowed a refolution to go-
vern every thing, his capacity appeared not, in any refpect, proportioned to his 
ambition. Warwic, more fubtle..and artful, covered more exorbitant views under 
fairer appearances ; and having affociated himfelf with Southampton, who had 
been readmitted into the council, he formed a ftrong party, who were determined 
to free themfelves from the fiavery, impofed on them by the proteCtor. 

THE malecontent counfellors found the difpofition of the nation very favourable 
to their deGgns. The nobility and gentry were in general difpleafed with the 
preference, which Somerfet feemed to have given the people; and as they afcrib
ed all the infults to which they had been lately expofed, to his procrafiination, 
and to the encouragement given the multitude, fo they apprehended a renewal of 
the fame diforders from his prefent affectation of popularity. He had erected a 
court of requefi:s in his own houfe for the relief of the people t, and he inter
pofed with the judges in their behalf; a meafure which might be denominated 

. illegal, if any exertion of prerogative, at that time, could with certainty deferve 
that appellation. And this attempt, which was a fi:retch of power, feemed the 
more unpolitic, becaufe it difgufted the nobility, the furefi: fupport of monarchical 

authority. 
BuT tho' Somerfet courted the people, the intereft, which he had formed with 

them, was in no degree anf werable to his expectations. The catholic. party, who 
retained influence with rhe multitude, were his declared enemies; and took ad· 
vantage of every opportunity to decry his cond·ua. The attainder and execution 
of his brother bore ?-n odious afpect: The introduction of foreign troops into the 

• Strype, vol. ii. p. 18 1. t Ib. p. 183. 
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Ch1p. .,.; kingdom, was reprefented in very invidious colours : The great eftate which he 

1549· had fuddenly acquired, at the expence of the church and of the crown, rendered 

him obnoxious: And the palace which he was building in the Strand, ferved, 

by its magnificence, and frill more by other circumftances which attended it, to 

expofe him to the cenfures of the public. The parifh church of St. Mary, with 

three bifhops houfes, were pulled down, to furnifh ground and materials for this 

ftruCl:ure: Not contented with that facrilege, an attempt was made to demolifh 

St. Margaret's, Weftminfter, and to employ the ftones to the fame purpofe; but 

the parifhioners rofe in a tumult, and chaced away the protector's tradefmen. 

He then laid his hands on a chapel in St. Paul's Church-yard, with a cloifier, 

and charnel-houfe belonging to it; and thefe edifices, together with a church 

of St. John of J erufalem, were n1ade ufe of to raife his palace. What rendered 

the matter more odious to the people, was, that the tombs, and other monuments 

of the dead were defaced; and the bones carried away, and buried in unconfecrated 

ground*. 

ALL thefe imprudences were remarked by Somerfet's enemies, who refolved to. 

6th oaober. take advantage of them. The lord St. John, prefident of the council, the earls 

of Warwic, Southampton, and ArundeJ, with five counfellors more, met at 
Confpiracy 
againft So- Ely-houfe ; and affuming to themfelves the whole power of the council, began 

merfet. to act independent of the protector, whom they reprefented as the author of 

every public grievance and misfortune. They wrote letters to the chief nobility 

and gentry in England, informing them of the prefent meafures, and requiring 

their affifiance : They fent for the mayor and aldermen of London, and enjoined 

them to obey their orders, without regard to any contrary orders which they fhould 

receive from the duke of Somerfet. They laid the fame injunctions on the lieute

nant of the tower, who exprdfed his refolution to comply with them. Next day,. 

Rich, lord chancellor, the marquis of Northampton, the earl of Shrewfbury, Sir 

Thomas Cheney, Sir John Gage, Sir Ralph Sadler, and the lord chief juftice 

Montague, joined the malecontent counfellors ; and every thing bore a bad afpe& 

for the proteCtor's authority. Secretary Petre, whom he had fent to treat with 

the council, chofe rather to remain with them ; and the common council of the 

city, being applied to, declared with one voice their approbation of the new 

meafures, and their refolution of fupporting them T· 
THE protector had no fooner heard of the defection of the counfellors, than 

he re1noved the King from Hampton-court, where he then refided, to the caftle 

• Heylin, p. 7z, 73· Stowe's Survey of London. Hayward, p. 303 .. 
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of Wind for; and, arming his friends and fervants, feemed refolute to defend Chap. Jr. 
himfelf againft all his enemies. But finding, that no man of rank, except Cran- 1 549· 
mer and Paget, adhered to him, that the people did not rife at his fummons, that 
the City and Tower had declared againft him, that even his beft friends and 
confidents had deferted him, he loft all hopes of fuccefs, and began to apply to 
his enemies for pardon and forgivenefs. No fooner was this defpondency known, 
than lord Ruffel, Sir John Baker, fpeaker of the houfe of commons, and three 
counfellors more, who had hitherto remained neuters, joined W anvic's party, 
whom every body now regarded as mafters. The council informed the public, 
by proclamation, of their actions and intentions ; they wrote to the princeffes 
Mary and Elizabeth, to the fame purpofe ; they made addreifes to the King, 
in which, after the humbleft proteftations of duty and obedience, they informed 

· him, that they were the council appointed by his father, for the government of 
the kingdom during his minority ; that they had chofen the duke of Somerfet 
protector, with the exprefs condition that he !hould guide himfelf by their advice 
and direCtion; that he had ufurped the whole authority to himfelf, and had neg 
JeCl:ed, and even in every thing oppofed, their advice ; that he had proceeded to 
that height of prefumption, as to levy forces againft them, and place thefe forces 
about his majefty's perfon : They therefore begged, that they might be admitted 
to his royal prefence, that he would be pleafed to reftore them to his confidence, 
and that Somerfet's fervants might be difmiffed. Their requeft was complied 
with : Somerfet capitulated only for gentle treatment, which was promifed him. Somerfet re~ 
He was, however, fent to the Tower*, with fome of his friends and partizans, figns th~ pro

among whom was Cecil, who was afterwards fo much difiinguiihed. Articles of teC1orfhip. 

charge were exhibited againft him t ; of which the chief, at leafr the bell: 
founded, is his ufurpation of the government, and his taking into his own hands 
the whole adminiftration of affairs. The claufe of his patent, which invefted 
him with abfolute power, unlimited by any Jaw, was never objected to him; 
plainly, becaufe, according to the fentiments of thofe times, that power was, in 
fome degree, involved in the very idea of rf'gal authority. 

THE catholics were extremely elevated with this revolution ; and as they had 
afcribed all the late innovations to Somerfet's councils, they hoped, that his fall 
would prepare the way for the return of the ancient religion. But \\7 arwic, who 
now bore chief fway in the council, was entirely indifferent with regard to all 
thefe points of controverfy ; and finding, that the principles of the reformation 

• Stowe, p. 6oo. t Burnet, vol. i i. book i. coll. 46. H ayward, p. 30S. towe, p. 6ot . 
Hollingfhed, p. 1059• 
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Char. II. had funk deeper into the young prince's mind than to be eafily eradicated, he was· 
1549· determined to comply JrVith his inclinations, and not to hazard his new acquired 

power by any dangerous councils. He took care very early to exprefs his inten

tions of fupporting the reformation ; and he threw fuch difcouragements on 
Southampton, who ftood at the head of the Romanifts, and whom he confidered 

as a dangerous rival, that the high-fpirited nobleman retired from the council, and 

foon after died oc. vexation and difappointment. The other counfellors, who 
had concurred in bringing about the revolution, received their reward, by pro

motions and new honours. Ruffel was created earl of Bedford : The marquis of 

No. th mpton obtained the office of great chamberlain ; and lord Wentworth, 

befides the office of chamberlain of the hou!hold, got two large manors, Stepney· 
and Hackney, which were tor ne from the fee of 'London*. A council of regency 
was formed, not that which Henry's will had appointed for the government of the 

kingdom, and which, b::ing founde 1 on an aCt of parliament, was the only legal 
one; but compofed chieHy of memb~rs who had formerly been appointed by 
Somerfet, and who derived their feats frotn. an authority which was now declared 
ufurped and illegal. But fuch niceties were, during that age, little underftood, 

and ftilllefs regarded, in En'gland. 

4 
November. A s:r:ssioN of Parliament was held ; and as it was the ufual maxim of that 

AParliament. affembly to acquiefce in every adminiil:ration which was eftablifhed, the council 

dreaded no oppoiition from that quarter, and had reafon rather to look for a cor

:ZJ December. roboration of their authority. Somerfet had been prevailed with to confefs, on 
· his knees, before the council, all the articles of charge againft him ; and he im

puted thefe mifdemeanors to his own rafhnefs, folly, and indifcretion, not to any 

malignity of his intentions t. He even fubfcribed this confeffion; and the paper 
was given in to the Parliament, who, after fending a committee to examine him, 

and hear hitn acknow lege it to be authentic, paired a vote, by which they deprived 
him of all his offices, and fined him in two thoufand pounds a year of land. Lord 

St. John was created treafurer in his place, and Warwic earl marlhal. The profe

cution againft him was carried no farther. His fine was remitted by the King: He · 
recovered his liberty: And W arwic, thinhng that he was now fufficiently humbled,_ 

and that his authority was much leffened by his late tame and abjeCt behaviour, re
admitted him into the council, and even agreed to an alliance between their fami

lies, by the marriage of his fon, lord Dudley, with the lady J ane Seymour, daugh--

ter to Somerfet :1:· 

• Heylin, p. 85. 
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DvR ING this feffion a fevere aB: was paffed againft riots*; that if any, to the 
number of twelve perfons, lhould meet together for any matter of ftate, and be
ing required by any lawful magiftrate, fhould not difperfe themfelves, it !hould 
be treafon ; and if any broke hedges, or violently pulled up pales about inclo
fures, without lawful authority, it lhould be felony : Any attempt to kill a 
privy counfellor, was fubjetted to the fame penalty. The bif11ops had made an 
application, complaining, that they were deprived of all their power, by the en-
croachments of the civil coJrts, and the prefent fufpenfion of the canon law ; 
that they could fummon no offenders oefore them, puni!h no vice, nor exert 
the difcipline of the church : From which diminution of their authority, they 
pretended, immoral1ty had every where received great encouragement and increafe. 
The defign of fome was, to receive the penitentiary rules of the primitive church : 
But others thought, that fuch an authority committed to the bifhops, would 
prove more oppreffive than confdlion, penance, and all the clerical inventions of 
the ancient fuperH:ition. The Parliament, for the prcfent, contented themfelves 
with empowering the King to appoint thirty-two commiffioners to frame a body 
of canon laws, which were to be valid though never ratified by parliament. Such 
implicit truft did they repofe in the crown, though all their liberties and pro
perties might be effected by thefe canons t. The King di d before the 
canons received the royal fancrion. Sir John Sharington, whofe crimes and 
malverfations had appeared fo egregious at the condemnation of lord Seymour, 
obtained from parliament a reverfal of his attainder :j:. This man fought favour 
with the n1oft zealous of the reformers; and bifhop Latimer afferted, that thougl1 
formerly he was a moft notorious knave, he was now fo penitent, that he had be
-come a very honeft man. 

Chap. IT 
154 • 

WHEN Warwic and the council of regency h.gan to exercife their power, 
they found themfelves involved in the fame difficulties which had embarrarr<:·d the 
protector. The wars with France and Scotland could not be fupported by an Peace \\i ·h 

exhaufted exchequer, feemcd dangerous to a divided nztion, and were now ac- ~ rarcedand 
. . ~cot an • knowledged not to have any object, which even the greateft and mofl: umnterrupred 

fuccefs could attain. The project of peace which Somerfet entertained, had ftrved 
them as a pretence of clamour againfr his adminifrration; yet after fending Sir Tho-
mas Cheney to the emperor, and making again a f1 uirlefs eftort to engage him in 
the protection of Boulogne, t~ey found themfelves obliged to Jifl:en to the ad-
vances which Henry made them, by means of GL!idotti, a Florentine merchant. 

~ 3 & 4Edw. VI. c. 5· t Ibid. cap. ~. 

Uu2 
l Ibid. c. IJ. 

The 



Chap. IT. 
155°• 

Boulogne 
.furrendered. 

~4 March. 

Profecution 
ofGardiner. 
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The elrl Jr Bedford, Sir John Mafon, Paget, and Petre, were fent over to Bou

Jogne, with full powers to negociate. The French King abfolutely refufed to pay 

the two millions of crowns which his predeceffor had acknowledged to be due to the 

crown of England, as arrears of penfions; and faid, that he never would con

fent to render himfelf tributary to any prince : But he offered a fum for the im

nlediate reflitution of Bou1ogne; and four hundred thoufand crowns were at Iaft 

agreed on, one half to be paid immediately, the other in Auguft following. 

Six hoftages were given for the performance of this article. Scotland was com

prehended in the treaty: The Eng1ifh ftipulated to reftore Lauder and Dunglas, 

and to demolifh the fortreffes of Roxburgh and Eymouth •. No fooner was 

peace concluded with France, than a project was entertained of a clofe union 

with that kingdom ; and Henry very willingly etnbraced a propofal fo fuitable 

both to his interefts and inclinations. An agreement, feme time after, was formed 

for a marriage between Edward and Elizabeth, a daughter of France; and all the 

articles were, after a little negociation, fully fettled t : But this project never 

took effetl:. 

THE intention of marrying the King to a daughter of Henry, who was a vio

lent perfecutor of the proteftants, was nowife acceptable to that party in Eng

land : But, in all other refpeCl:s, the council was very fteady in promoting the 

reformation, and in enforcing the laws againfl: the Romanifts. Many of the 

prelates were ftill addicted to that communion ; and though they made fome com

pliances, in order to fave their bilhoprics, they retarded, as much as they fafely 

could, the execution of the new Jaws, and gave countenance to fuch as were ne

gligent or refraCtory. A refolution was therefore taken to feek pretences for 

depriving them ; and the execution of this intention was the more eafy, as they 

had all of them been obliged to take commiffions, in which it was declared, that 

they held their fees only during the King's pleafure. It was thought proper to 

begin with Gardiner, in order to ftrike a terror into the reft. The method of 

proceeding againft him was extremely violent, and had fcarce any colour of law 

or juftice. It had been prefcribed him, to inculcate in a fermon, the duty of 

obedience to a King even during his minority ; and becaufe he had neglecced this 

topic, he had been thrown into prifon, and had been there detained during two 

years,. without being accufed of any crime, except difobedience to this arbitrary 

command. The duke of Somerfet, fecretary Petre, and fome others of the 

council, were now fent, in order to try his temper, and endeavour to find feme 

• Burnet, vol. ii. p. 148. Heyward, 3 ro, 31 1, 31 z. Rymer, vol. xv. p. 211. t Heyward, 
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ground for depriving him : He profeffed to them his intention of conforming to 
the government, of fupporting the King's laws, and of officiating by the new 
liturgy. This was not the difpofition which they expected or defired *: A new 
deputation was therefore fent, who carried him feveral articles to fubfcribe. He 
was to acknowledge his former mifbehaviour, and confefs the jufiice of his con
finement : He was likewife to own, that the King was fupreme head of the 
church ; that the power of making and difpenfing with holidays, was part of the 
prerogative; that the common-prayer book was a godly and commendable form; 
that the King was a compleat fovereign in his minority ; that the act of the fix ar
ticles was juft]y repealed ; and that the King had full authority to correct and 
reform what was amifs in ecclefiafi:ical difcipline, government or doctrine. The 
bifhop was willing to put his hand to all the artic1es except the firfi: : He main· 
tained his conduct to have been inoffenfive ; and dedared, that he would not own 
himfelf guilty of faults which he had never committed t. 

· THE council, finding that he had gone fuch lengths, were determined to pre
vent his full compliance, by multiplying the difficulties upon him, and fending 
him new articles to fubfcribe. A lift was felected of fuch points as they thought 
would be mofi: hard of digeftion ; and not content with thefe-, they infifted fiill 
on his fubmiffion, and an acknowlegement of pafi: err~rs. To make this fub
frription more mortifying, they required a promife, that he would recommend 
and publilh all thefe articles from the pulpit: But Gardiner, who faw, that they 
intended either to ruin or dilhonour him, or perhaps both, determined not to gra
tify his enemies by any farther compliances : He frill infifi:ed on his innocence ; 
de fired a fair trial; and refufed to fubfcribe more articles till he lhouJd recover his 
liberty. For this pretended offence his bifhopric was put under fequeftration for 
three months; and as he then appeared no more compliant than at firft, a corn
million was appointed to try, or, more properly fpeaking, to condemn him . 
The commiffioners were, the primate, the bifhops of London, Ely, and Lin
coln, fecretary Petre, Sir J ames Hales, and fome other lawyers. · Gardiner ob
jected to the legality of the commiffion, which was not founded on any ftatute 
or precedent ; and he appealed from the commiffioners to the King. His appeal 
was not regarded: Sentence was pronounced againfi: him: He was deprived of 
his bilhopric : And committed to clofe cuftody : His books and papers were 
feized .: All company was denied him; and it was not allowed him either to fend 
or receive any letters or meffages :1:· 

• Heylin, p. 99· t Collier, vo]. ii. p. 305. from the council books. Heylin, p. 99. 
t Fox, vol. ii. p. 734, & f~q. Burnet, Heylin, Collier. 
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G A R o INE i; as well as the other prelates, had agreed to hold his office during 

the King's pleafure : But the council, unwilling to make ufe of .a conceffion which 

had been fo illegally and arbitrarily exacted, . chafe rather to employ fome forms 

of -juftice ; a refolution which led them to commit frill greater iniquities and feve

nues. But the violence of the reformers did not fr p there. Day, bifhop of 

Chichefrer, Heathe of Worcefter, and Voifey of Exeter, were deprived of their 

bilhoprics, on pretence of difobedience. Even Kitchen of Landaff, Capon of 

Salifbury, and Sampfon of Coventry, tho' they had complied in every thing, yet 

not being fuppofed cordial or hearty in their obedience, were obliged to feek pro

tection, by facrificing the moft confiderable revenues of their fee, to the rapacious 

.courtiers *. -
THESE plunderers negleCted not even fmaller profits. An order was iffued 

by council, for purging the library of Weftminfter of all miffals, legends, and 

.()ther fuperftitious volumes, and delivering their garniture to Sir Anthony 

Aucher f. Many of thefe books were plaited with gold and filver, and curioufly 

~mboifed; and this finery was probably the fuperftition that deftroyed them. 

Great havoc was likewife made on the libraries of Oxford. Books and manu

fcripts were deftroyed without difrinCtion : The volumes of divinity fuffered for 

their rich binding : Thofe of literature were condemned as ufelefs: Thofe of ge

ometry and aftronomy were fuppofed to contain nothing but necromancy :f:. The 

univerfity had not power to oppofe thefe barbarous violences : They were in dan

ger of lofing their own revenues ; and expeCted every moment to be fwallowed 

up by the earl of Warwick and his affociates. 

Tao' every thing befide yielded to the authority of the council, the lady Mary 

could never be brought to compliance ; and !he frill continued to adhere to the 

maf5, and to rejeCt the new liturgy. Her behaviour was, during fome time, 

connived at ; but, at laft, her two chaplains, Mallet and Berkeley, were thrown 

into prifon § ; and the princefs was remonfirated with for her difobedience. The 

council wrote her a letter, by which they endeavoured to make her change her 

fentiments, and to perfuade her, that her religious fait,h wa~ very ill grounded. 

They afi.~ed her, what warrant there was in fcripture for prayers in an unknown 

tongue, the ufe of images, or offering up the facrament for the dead; and they 

deured her to per~1fe St Auftin, and the othtr ancient doctors, who \\ould convince 

her of the errors of the Romifh fuperfiition, and prove that it was foundLd merely 

on falfe miracles and lying ftories 11. The la9y Mary remained obftinate againft 

* Goodwin de pr::eful. Angl. Heylin, p. Ico. t Col.ier, vol. ii. p. 307. from the council 

book•. :t Wood. Hift. & Antiq. Oxon. lib. I. p. 271, 272. § Strype, vol. ii. p. 249• 
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all this advice, and protefted herfelf willing to endure death rather tlian re1inqui!h Cha . IT •. 
her religion: She only feared, 1he faid, that ilie was not worthy to fuffer in fo · 155 1• · 

holy a caufe: And as for proteftant books, Ihe thanked God, that, as fhe never. 
had, fo !he hoped never to read any of them. Dreading farther violence, fhe en
deavoured to make her efcape to her kinfman Charl s ; but her defign was difco-
vered an@ prevented *. The emperor remonftrated in her. behalf, and even threat-
ned hoftilities, if liberty of confcience was refufed her: But tho' the council, 
fenfible that the kingdom was in no condition to fupport, with honour, fuch a 
war, was defirous to comply ; they found great difficulty to overcome the fcruples -
of the young King. He had been educated in fuch a violent abhorrence of the 
mafs, . and other popi!h rites, which he regarded as impious and idolatrous, that 
he fhould participate, he thought, in the fin, if he allowed its commiffion : And 
when at laft the Importunity of Cranmer, Ridley, and Poinet,. prevailed fame--
what over his oppoficion, he burft into tears, lamenting his fifter's obftinacy, and' 
bewailing his own fate, , that he muft fuffer her to continue in fuch an abominable 
mode of wor1hip. 

THE great obje&, at this time, of antipathy among the proteftant fects, was · 
popery, or, more properly fpeaking, the papifls. Thefe they regarded as the 
common enemy, who threatened every moment to overwhelm the evangelical faith, . 
and defiroy its partizans by fire and fword : They had not as yet had leifure to at-· 
tend to the other minute divifions among themfelves, which afterwards became 

, the objeB: of fuch furious quarrels and animofities, and threw the whole kingdon1 
into confufion. Several Lutheran divines, who had reputation in thofe days, Bu
cer, Peter Martyr, and others, were induced to take fhelter in England, from · 
the perfecutions which the emperor exercifed in Germany; and they received pro
tection and encouragement. John A-lafco, a Poli!h nobleman, being expelled 
his country by the rigours of the catholics, fettled, during fome time, at Embden. 
in Eaft-Friezland, where he became preacher to a congregation of the reformed. 
Forefeeing the perfecutions which enfued, he removed to England, and brought 
his congregation along with him. The council, who regarded them as induftrious, 
ufeful people, and defired to invite over others of the fame character, not oniy gave · 
them Auguftine friars church for the exercife of their religion, but granted them
a c~arter, by which they were erected into a corporation, confi fi ing of a fuper
intendant and four affifting minifters. This ecclefiafl:ical eftab1ilhment was quite · 
independant of the church of England, and differed from it in fome rites~ 
and ceremonies t h 

_ Hey.ward, ... p. 31 5· t Mem. Cranm ~ .p. 234 .. -
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THESE differences among the proteftants were matter of triumph to the Catho

lics, who infifted, that the moment men departed from the authority of the 

church, they loft all criterion of truth and falfehood in matters of religion, and 

muft be carried away by every wind of doCl:rine. The continual variations of 

every fetl: of proteftants, afforded them the fame topic of reafoning. The book 

of cotnmon prayer fuffered in England a new revifal, and fome rites and ceremo

nies, which had given offence, were omitted •. The fpeculative dottrines, or 

the metaphyfics of the religion, were alfo fixed in forty-two articles. Thefe ar

ticles were intended to obviate further divifions and variations; and the framing 

them had been poftponed till the eftablilhment of the liturgy, which was regard

ed as a more material objetl: to the people. The eternity of hell torments is af

ferted in the articles ; and care is alfo taken to inculcate, not only that no heathen, 

however virtuous, can efcape an endlefs ftate of the moft exquifite mifery, but 

alfo that every one who prefumes to maintain, that any pagan can poffibly be fa

ved, is himfelf expofed to the penalty of eternal perdition t. 
THE theological zeal of the council, tho' feemingly fervent, went not fo far as , 

to make them neglect their own temporal concerns, which feem to have been 

ever uppermoft in their.thoughts : They even found leifure to attend to the public 

intereft; nay, to the commerce of the nation, which was, at that time, very lit

tle the objeCl: of general ftudy or attention. The trade of England had anciently 

been carried on altogether by foreigners, chiefly the inhabitants of the Hanfe

towns, or Eafterlings, as they were called; and in order to encourage thefe mer

chants to fettle in England, they had been erected into a corporation by Henry 

the third, had obtained a patent, were endowed with privileges, and were exempt

ed from feveral heavy duties paid by aliens. So ignorant were the Englifh of 

commerce, that this company, commonly denominated the merchants of the 

Steel-yard, engroifed almoft the whole foreign trade of the kingdom; and as they 

naturally employed the fhipping of their own country, the navigation of England 

was alfo in a very langui1hing condition. It was therefore thought proper by the 

council to find pretences for annulling the privileges of this corporation, privi

leges which put them nearly on an equal footing with Engli1hmen in the duties 

which they paid ; and as fuch patents were, during that age, granted by the ab· 

folute power of the King, men were the lefs furpri1.ed to find them recalled by 

the fame authority. Several remonftrances were made againft this innovation, 

by Lubec, Hamburgh, and other. Hanfe-towns; but the council perfevered in 

their refolution, and the good effects of it became foon vifible to the na

tion. The Englilh merchants, by their very fituation as natives, had advantages 

• Mem. Cranm. p. 289. t Article xviii. 
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above foreigners, in the purchafe of cloth, wool, and other commodities; tho' 
thefe advantages had not been fufficient to roufe their induftry, or engage them 
to become rivals to this opulent company : But when aliens duty was alfo impo
fed upon all foreigners indifcriminarely, the Englilh were tempted to enter into 
commerce, and a fpirit of induftry began to appear in the kingdom *. 

ABOUT the fame time a treaty was made with Guftavus Ericfon, King of Swe
den, by which it was flipulated, that if he fent bullion into England, he might 
carry away Englilh commodities without paying cuftom, that he fhould carry 
bullion to no other prince, that if he fent ozimus, fteel, copper, &c. he lhould 
pay cuftom for Englifh commodities as an Engliiliman, and that if he fent other 
merchandize, he fhould have free intercourfe, paying cuftom as a ftranger t. 
The bullion fent over by Sweden fet the mint to work: Good fpecie was coined : 
And much of the bafe metal, formerly iffued, was recalled : A circumftance 
which tended extremely to the encouragement of commerce. 

Chap. H. 
15Sf• 

BuT all thefe fchemes for the improvement of induftry were like to prove abor- W arwic erea
tive, by the fear of domeftic convulfions, arifing from the exorbitant ambitionN ted dhuke bof 

ort urn er
of Warwic. That nobleman, not contented with the ftation which he had at- land. 

tained, carried farther his p etenfions, and had gained to himfelf partizans who 
were difpofed to fecond him in every enterprize. The laft earl of Northumber-
land died without i.lfue ; and as Sir Thomas Piercy, his brother, had been attaint-
d on account of the fhare which he had in the Yorkfhire infurretl:ion during the late 

~eign, the title was at prefe~t ·extinCl., and the eftate was vefted in the crown. 
Warwic now procured to himfelf a grant of thofe ample poffeffions, which Jay 
chiefly in t e North, the moft warlike part of the kingdom ; and he was digni
fied with the title of duke of Northumberland. His friend, Paulet, lord St. 
John, the treafurer, was created firfr earl of Wiltfhire, then marquefs of Win
chefi:er : Sir William Herbert was made earl of Pembroke. 

BuT the ambition of Northumberland made him regard all increafe of poffef- His ambition. 
fions and titles, either to himfelf or partizans, as fteps only to further acquifi-
t ions. Finding that Somerfet, tho, degraded from his dignity, and even leffen· 
e in the public opinion by his Jpiritlefs conduct, frill enjoyed a confiderable fhare 
of popularity, he determined to ruin a man whom he regarded as the chief ob-
ftacle to e attainment of his hopes. The alliance which had been formed be-
tween the families had produced no cordial union, and only enabled Northum-
berland to compafs with n1ore certainty the deftrutl:ion of his rival. He fecretly 
gained many of the friends and fervants of that unhappy nobleman : He fome .. 

• Heyward, p. 3z6. Heylin, p. 108. Strype's Memorials, vol. ii. p. 295• 
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'Chap. II. times terri5ed him by the appearance of danger : Sometimes provoked him by ill 
15 5 1• nfage. The unguarded Somerfet often broke out into menacing expreffions 

againft Northumberland: At other times he formed raili projeCts, which he im
nlediately abandoned: His treacherous confidents carried to his· enemy every paf
fionate word which dropped from him : They revealed the fchemes, which they 
themfelves had firft fuggefted * : And Northumberland, thinking that the pro
per feafon was now come, btgan to act in an open n1anner againft hlm. 

6t'h0B:ober. IN one night, the duke of Somerfet, the lord Grey, Davi l and John Seymour, 
Hammond and Neudigate, two of the duke's fervants, Sir Ral ph Vane, and S:r 
Tho;nas Palmer, were arreited and committed to cui1:ody. Next d1y, the dutch
efs of Somerfet, with her favourites, Crane and his wife, Sir Miles Partridge, 
Sir M1chael Stanhope, Bannifrer, and others were thrown into prifon. Sir Tho
n1as Palmer, who had all along aCted the part of a fpy upon Somerfet, accufed 
him of having formed a dehgn to raife an infurrection in the north, to attack the 
gens d'armes on a mufter-day, to fecure the Tower, and to excite a rebellion 
in L(mdon : But what was the only probable accufation, he afferted, that So
n1erfet had once laid a projeCt for murdering Northumberland, Northampton, 
-and Pfmbroke at a banquet, which was to be given them by lord Paget. Crane 
and his wife confirmed Palmer's teftimony with regard to this 1aft defign; and 
it appears that fome rafh fcheme of that nature had been mentioned ; tho' no 
regular confpiracy had been formed, nor means prep~red for its execution. Ham
rnond confdfed, that the duke had armed men to guard him one night in his 

T'fi=-.1 of 'So
•.e.rf\:t. 

houfe at Greenwich. 
so·M ERSE T was brought to his trial before the marquis of Winche(1er, who 

acted as high fteward. 'fwenty- feven peers fat as the jury, among whom were 
Northumberland, Pembroke, and Northampton, whom decency !hould have hin-
dered from aCting 3 S judges in the trial of a man, who appeared to be their ca
pitJl enemy. Somerfet was accufed of high treafon on account of the pro
jected infurreCt:ion-s, and of fdony in forming a defign to murder privy coun .. 

fdlors. 
WE have a very imperfect account of all ftate trials during that age, which is 

a fenfible defect in our hiftory ~ But it appears, that fome more regularity was 
obferved in the managem,~nt of this profecution than had been ufually employ
·ed in like cafes. The witneffes were at leaft examined by the privy coun
cil; and tho, they were neitrer produced in court, nor confronted with the 

ft Dcce:nb~r .. prifoner ( circumftanct s required by the ftriCt principles of equity) their depo
fitions were given in to the jury. The proof feems to hav:e been very lame with 

• Heyli~ p .. ll_Za regard 



ED\VARD VI. 339 
. . 

regard to the treafonable part of the charge ; and Somerfet's defe'nce was fo fatif- Chap. u. 
factory, that the peers gave verdict in his favour : The intention alone of affault· 1551 · 

ing the privy counfellors was fupported by any tolerable evidence; and the jury 
brought him L1 guilty of felony. The prifoner himftlf confelfed, that he had 
mentioned the ddign of murdering Northumberland and the other lor~.1 s ; but 
had not formed any refolution on that head : And when he recein·d fentence, he 
afked par on of thofe peers for the defigns which he had hearkened to againft 
them. The people, by whom Somerfet was beloved, hearing the fidt part of 
his fentence, by which he was abfolvtd from treafon, expreffed their joy by loud 
acclamations: But their fatisfaCt:ion was fuddenly damped, on finding that he 
was condemned to death for f~lony *. · 

CARE had been taken by Northumberland's emiffaries, to prepoffefs the young 
King againft his uncle; and left he lhuuld relent, no accefs was given to any of 
Somerfet's friends, and the prince was kept from reflection by a cont nw-d feries 

I SF· 

of occupat ions and amufements. At lafl: the prifoner wa<; brought to the fcaf .. Hi~exec nion. 

fold on Tower.hill, amidfl: great crouds of fpeB: .nors, who bore hi m fuc h fi ncere n Janua.y. 
l<indnefs, that they entertained, to the Ia!t moment, the fond hopes of his par-
don t. Many of them rufhed in to dip their handk rchief& in his bloo , which 
they long preferved as a precious rel1que; and fJme of them foon after, wh, n 
Northumberland met with a like doom, upbraided him with this cruelty, and dif-
played to him thefe fymbols of his crime. Somerfet ind ed, tho' many aB:;ons of 
his life were very exceptionable, feems, in general, to have merited a better fate; 
and the faults, which he committed, were owing to weaknefs, not to any bJd 
intentions. .His virtues were better ca1culated for private than for publ ic life ; 
and by his want of penetration and firmnefs, he was ill· fitted to extricate himfelf 
from thofe cabals and violences to which that age was fo much addiCted . s· r 
Thomas Arundel, Sir M1chael Stanhope, Sir Miles Partridge, and Sir Ralph 
Vane, all of them Somerfet's friends, were brought to their trial, condemned_ 
and executed : Great injuftice feems to have been ufed in their profecution. Lord 
Paget, chancellor of the dutchy, was, on fome pretence, tried in the Star-cham~ 
her, and condemned in a fine of 6ooo pounds, with the lofs of his office. To 
mortify him the more, he was degraded from the order of the garter ; as un-
worthy, on account of his mean birth, to fhare that honour :f:. Lord Rich, chan-
cellor, was alfo compelled to refign his office, on the difcovery of fome friend-
fhip which he had !hewn to Somer!tt. 

• Hayward, p. 320, 321, 322. 
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Chap. II.. THE day after the execution of Somerfet, a feffion of parliament was he1d, 

15 SZ· where farther advances were made for the eftabli1hment of the reformation. The 

23d J~nuary. new liturgy was authorized; and penalties were enaCted againft all fuch as abfent

.:\ Parliament. ed themfelves from public wor!hip *. To ufe the mafs had already been prohibit

ed under very fevere penalties ; fo that the reformers, it appears, whatever fcope 

they had given to their own private judgment, in difputing the tenets of the an

cient religion, were refolved not to allow the fame privilege to others; and the 

practice, nay the very doctrine of toleration, was, at that time, equally unknown 

to all feets and parties. To diffent from the religion of the magifirate was uni

verfally conceived to be as criminal as to queftion his title, or rebel againft his 

authority. 

A LAw was enaCted againft ufury ; that is, againft taking any intereft for mo

ney t. This act was the effect of ancient fuperftitions; but being found ex

tremely iniquitous in itfe]f, as well as prejudicial to commerce, it was afterwards 

repealed in the twelfth of Elizabeth. The common rate of intereft, notwith

fianding the law, was at that time 14 per cent. t 

A BILL was introduced by the minifiry into the houfe of lords, renewing thofe 

rigorous ftatutes of treafons, which had been abrogated in the beginning of this 

reign; and tho' the peers, by their high ftation, ftood moft expofed to thefe 

tempefts ()f ftate, yet had they fo little regard to public fecurity, or even to their 

own true interefts, that they paffed the bill with only one diffenting voice §. But 

the commons rejected it, and prepared a new bill, that paffed into a law, by 

which it was enacted, that whoever lhould call the King or any of his heirs, na

med in the ftatute of the 35th of the Iaft reign, heretic, fchifmatic, tyrant, in

fideJ, or ufurper of the crown, 1hould forfeit, for the firft offence, their goods 

and chattels, and be imprifoned during pJeafure ; for the fecond, !hould incur a 

prt:emttnire; for the third, lhould be attainted of treafon. But if any fhould un

advifedly advance fuch a flander in writing, printing, painting, carving or gra

ving, he was, for the firft offence, to be held a traitor H· It may be worthy of 

notice, that the King, and his next heir, the lady Mary, were profeffed1y of dif

ferent religions; and religions, which threw on each other the imputation of he

refy, fchifm, idolatry, prophanenefs, blafphemy, wickednefs, and al1 the oppro

brious epithets that religious zeal has invented. It was almoft impoffibJe, there

fore, for the people, if they fpoke on thefe fubjeCl:s at all, not to fall into the 

crime, fo feverely punifhed by this ftatute ; and the jealoufy of the commons 

• 5 & 6Edw. VI. c. t. t lb.. c. 20. 
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f'Or liberty, tho' it led them to diff'ent from the lords, appears not to have been 
very active, vigilant or clear·fighted. 

THE commons annexed to this bill a claufe which was of much more impor
tance than the bill itfelf, that no one fhould be convicted of any kind of treafon, 
unlefs the crime was proved by the oaths of two witneffes, who were confronted 
with the prifoner. The lords fcrupled to pafs this claufe ; tho' required by the 
moft obvious principles of equity, and tho' their own intereft was fully as much 
concerned as that of the commons. But the members of that houfe trufted for. 
protection to their prefent perfonal intereft and power, and f.leglecced the nobleft 

and moft permanent fecurity, that of the laws. 

A BILL was introduced into the houfe of peers for making a provifion for the 
poor; but the commons, not chufing that a money-bill fhould begin in the upper ... 
houfe, framed a new bill to the fame purpofe. By this bill, the church-wardens 
were empowered to collett charitable contributions for the poor, and if any re

fufed to contribute, or diffuaded others from that charity, the bi!hop of the dio .. 
cefe was empowered to proceed againft them. Such large difcretionary powers, 
entrufted to the prelates, feem as proper an objeCt of jealoufy as the authority af
fumed by the peers *. 

THERE was another occafion in which the Parliament repofed an unufual 
confidence in the bi!hops. They empowered them to proceed againft fuch as 
neglected the Sundays and holydays t. But thefe were unguarded conceffions 
granted to the church: The general humour of the titnes led men to bereave 
the ecclefiaftics of all their power, and even to pillage them of a1J their property : 
Many clergymen were obliged for a fubfHlence to turn carpenters or taylors,. and 
fome kept alehoufes :J:. The bilhops themfelves were generally reduced to po
verty, and held both their revenues and fpiritual office by a very precarious and 

uncertain tenure. 
ToNST AL, hi !hop of Durham, was one of the m oft eminent prelates of that 

age, ftill lefs for the dignity of his fee, than for his own perfonal merit, his 
learning, moderation, humanity, and beneficence. He had oppofed, by his 
vote and authority, all the innovations in religion ; but fo foon as they were 
enacted, he had always fubmitted, and had paid conformity to each fyftem of 
religion, which was eftablilhed. His known probity had made this compli

ance be afcribed, not to an interefi:ed or time-ferving fpirit, but to ·a fenfe of 
duty, which led him to think that all private opinions ought to be facrificed to 
the great concerns of public peace and tranquillity. That general regard which, 

• 5 & 6 Edw. VI. cap. z. t Ib. cap. 3• t Burnet, vol .. ii. p. 202 .. 
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was p1id his characrer, had preferved him from ny fevere treatment uring tne 
proteB:orq1ip of Somerfet ; bu t when Northuml:rland gai :- ed the afcodant, he 
was thrown into prifo n ; and as that rap.1cious noleman had laid a degn of ap-
propriating the revenues of the fee of Durham, ad of forming to hirrdf a prin
cipal ity in the northern coun ties, he was refulved,in order to efl-eB:uatc his pur
pofe, to deprive T'onfta l of his bi!hopric. A bi:l f attainder, therefor, on pre
t~oce of mifprifion of treafon, was introduced int the houfe of peers a;ainft that 
prelate; and it paifed with the oppofition only of :)rd Stourton, a zea'>Us catho
lic, and of Cranmer, who always bore a cordial ari flncere friendfhip tcthe bifhop. 
of Durham. But when the bill was fent down to ~e commons, they rquired that 
witneifes !hould be examined, that Tonftal fhoul be allowed to defed himfelf, 
and that he fhould be confronted with his accufers And when thefe de1ands were 

refufed, they rejeCted the bill. 
THIs equity, fo unufual in the parliament a ring that age, was .fcribed by 

Northumberland and his partizans, not to any rgard for liberty and . .1fl:ice, but 

to the prevalence of Somerfet's faCtion in a hufe of commons, wich, being 
chofen during the adminiftration of that noblema, had been almoft etirely filled 
with his creatures. They were confirmed· in thi opinion, when the)found, that 

· a bill ratifying the attainder of Somerfet and his1ccomplices was aHCt-ejtCted by 

the commons, tho' it had paffed the upper houfe.A refolution was the:tfore taken 
I sth April. ' to diffolve the Parliament, whilh had fat during tis whole reign; ane :>on after to 

fummon a new one. 
Anew P:l'lia- NoRTHUMBERLAND, in order to enfure to hirf<::lf a houfe of comrons entirely 
menc. obfequious to his will, ventured on an exped:nt which could no have been 

practifed, or even thought of, in an age, whet there was any ide~r compre
henfion of liberty. l-Ie er. gaged the King to Nri te circular letter to all the 
!hedffs, in which he enjoined them to inform 1e freeholders and voters, that 

they · were required to choofe men of k nowle&,e and experience fo their repre
fentatives. After this general exhortation , er King continued in:hefe words. 
" And yet, nevcrthelefs, our pleafure is, that •here our privy cound, or any of 
" thtm !hall, in our behalf, recommend, with1 their jurifdiClion, nen of learn

" ing and wifdom ; 'in fuch c t~ fes, t htir direEtics fball be regarded ad followed, 
" as tending to the fame end which we defir, that is, to have his affembly 
" compofed of the perfons in our realm the eft fitted to give ad\Ce and good 
' ' council~,,, S ... ve1 a\ letters were fent from te King, recomn1encng members 
to pa rticu1ar counties, Sir Richard ( otton f(- l L.mpfbire; Sir Vill iam Fitz
williams and Sir Henry Neville for Btrk!bire ;Sir William Drury ad Sir Henry 

• Strypt's Ecclef. Memorials, vol. ii p. 39+· 
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.Beningfield for Suffoll, &c. But tho' fome counties only received this fpecies Chap. II. 

Qf mge d'elire from theKing ; the recommendations from. the privy council and 1 55 2 • 

the:ouncellors, we may fairly prefume, would extend to the greateft part, if not 
tote whole, of the kinflom. 

I is remarkable, th .tthis attempt was made during the reign of a minor King, 
wha the royal authoritr is ufually wtakeft ; that it was patiently fubmitted to ; 
andh:1t it gave fo litde 1mbrage as fc,1rce to be taken notice of by any hiftorian. 
Tbpainful and laboriou collector above cited, who never omits the mofl: trivial 
maers, is the only ptrfn, that has thm~ght this memorable letter worthy of be
ing ranfrnitted to pofl:erjy. 

1-rE Parli·1ment anfweed Northumberiand's expeB:ations. As Tonflal had in 1 ; 53 • 

the ntcrval been depri vd of his bifhopric after a very arbitrary manner, by the xil: March. 

ientlce of lay commiffJners, appointed to try him, the fee of Durham was by 
aB: f Parliament divide< into two bifhoprics, which had certain portions of the 
~eveue affigned them. ~he regalities of the fee, which included the jurifdiction 
of a:ount palatine, weregiven by the King to Northumberland; and it was not 
to bdoubted but that noleman had aifo propofed to make rich plunder of the 
reveue, as was then the 1fual practice of the courtiers, whenever a biibopric be-
cam vacant. 

· 'liE commons gave te miniflry another mark of attachment, which was at 
thatime the moft fiocere~ the moft rordial, and the moft difficult to be obtained : 
The granted a fu pply of c ·o fubfi~1es and two fifteenths. '1 o render this pre
fent :he more acceptable, they voted a preamble, containing a long accufation 
.of Smerfet, " for invo!ing the K:, g in wars, wafting his treaf1 re, ingaging 
" hn in much debt, enoafing the coin, and giving occafion for a moft terrible 

"'' rt~ellion *'." 
TE debts of the crorn were at this time very confiderable. The King had 

receied from France 40 ,ooo crowns on delivering Boulogne ; he had reaped 
pro& from the fale of h':1e chantry lands ; the churches had been defpoiled of 
all teir plate and rich crnaments, which, by a decree of council, without any 
pretuce of law or equity, had been converted to the King's ufe t: Yet fuch had 
been the rapaCity of oe courtiers, that the crown owed about 3oo,ooo 
pouns t; and great dilalidations wen, at the fame time, made of the royal 
demd1es. The young pince !bowed, among other virtues, a difpofition to 
frugary, which, had he ]ved, would foon have retrieved thefe lolfes: But as his 
.healt was declining veryfaft, the prefent emptinefs of the exchequer was a 

t 7:dw; \I. cap,. 12. t Ieylin, p. 95, 132 .. Strype's Ecclef. Mem. vol. ii. p. 344· 
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fenfible obftacle to the execution of thofe prqjetl:s, which the ambition of North~ 

umberland had founded on the pr~fpetl: of Edward's approaching end. 

THAT nobleman reprefented to the prince, whom youth and an infirmftate of 

health made fufceptible of every impreffion, that his two fifters, Mary md Efi

·zabeth, had both been declared illegitimate by aB: of Parliament, and tho' Henry 

by his will had refl:ored them to a place in the fucceffion, the nation would never 

bear to fee the throne of England filled by a baftard : That they were m1y the 

King's fifters by the half-blood; and even if they were legitimate, could rot enjoy 

the crown as his . heirs and fucceffors : That the ~een of Scots ftood cx:cluded 

by the king's will ; and being an alien, loft by the law all right of in!'triting ; 

.uot to mention, that, as Ihe was betrothed to the dauphin, fhe would, by her 

fucceffion, render England, as fhe had already done Scotland, a pro;ince to 

France : That the certain confequence of his fifter Mary's fucceffion, er that of 

the Q1een of Scots, was the abolition of the proteftant religion, the repeal of 

thofe Jaws ena8:ed in favour of the reformation, and the re-eflablifhment of the 

ufurpations and idolatry of the church of Rome: That fortunately for England, 

the fame order of fucceffion, which juftice required, was alfo the moft <onform

able to public intereft ; and there was not on any fide any juft ground fur doubt 

or deliberation : That when thefe three princeffes were excluded by ilch folid 

reafons, the fucceffion devolved to the marchionefs of Dorfet, eldeft dacghter to 

t~e French ~een and the duke of Suffolk : That the next heir of the lllarchio

nefs was the lady Jane Gray, a lady of the moft amiable virtue, (!ccanplilhed 

by the beft education, both in literature and religion ; and every way wcahy of a 

throne : And that even, if her title by blood .lhould be doubtful, which there was 

no jufl: reafon to pretend, the King was poffeifed of the fame power, Yhich his 

father enjoyed ·; and might leave her the crown by letters patent. Thee reafon

ings made impreffion on the young prince ; and above all, his zealous afutl:ion for 

the proteftant religion made him apprehend the confequences, if fo bigo:ted a ca

tholic as his fifter Mary fhould fucceed to the throne. And tho' he bon a tender 

affetl:ion to the lady Elizabeth, who was liable to no fuch objection, rr.eans were 

found to perfuade him, that he could not exclude the one fifter, on •ccount of 

illegitimacy, without alfo giving an exclufion to the other. 

NoRTHUMBERLAND, finding that his arguments were likely to q>erate on 

the King, began to p.repare the other parts of that political fabric, wr.ich he in

tended to raife. Two fans of the duke of Suffolk by a fecond ventr having 

died, this feafon, of the fweating ficknefs, that title was extinct ; and ~orthum

berland tngaged the King to beftow it on the marguis of Dorfet. By n1eans of 
this 
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this favmr and of others, which he conferred upon him·, he perfuaded the new duke Ch~p. IT. 
of Suff~lk and the dutchefs, to give their daughter, the lady Jane, in marriage 1553· 
to his :·ourth fon, the lord Guilford Dudley. In order to fortify himfclf by 
farther dliances, he negotiated a marriage between the lady Catherine Gray, fe-
cond drughter to Suffolk, and lord Herbert, eldeft fon to the earl of Pembroke. 
He alfo narried his own daughter to lord Hafl:ings, eldefr fon to the earl of Hun .. 
tingdon ff. Thefe marriages were folemnized with great pomp and fdtivity; and 
the peope, who hated N onhumberland, could not forbear expreffing their indig-
nation at feeing thefe public demonftrations of joy, during the languifhing ftate of 
the yourg prince's health. 

EDw .ARD had been feized in the foregoing year, firfi with the meaOes, then with 
the fmall pox; but having perfectly recovered from both thefe difl:empers, the na
tion entetained hopes, that they would only ftrve. to confirm his health ; and he 
had aftervards made a progrefs thro' fome parts of the kingdom. It was fufpecred, 
that he lud there over-heated himfelf in exercifes : He was feized with a cough, The King's 
which pnved obftinate, and gave way neither to regimen or medicines : Several ficknefs. 

fatal fym?toms of a confumption appeared ; and tho' it was hoped, that, as the 
feafon ofthe year advanced, his youth and temperance might get the better of the 
malady, nen faw with great concern his bloom and vigour infenfibly decay. The 
general atachment to the young prince, joined to the hatred borne the Dud leys, 
made it re remarked, that Edward had every moment declined in health, from the 
time that lord Robert Dudley had been put about him, in the quality of gentle-
man of th~ bedchamber. 

THE hnguifhing ftate of Edward's health made Northumberland the more 
intent on :he execution of his project. He removed all, except his own emilfaries, 
from ab01t the King :· He himfelf attended him with the greateft afilduity : He 
pretended the more anxious concern for his health and welfare: And by all thefe 
artifices, le prevailed on him to give his final confent to the fettlemcnt projected. 
Sir Edwad· Montague, chief jufiicc of the Co~11mon Pleas, Sir John Baker and 
Sir Tho1111s Bromley, two judges, with the attorney and follicitor general were 
fent for tc the ·council ; where, after the minutes of the intended deed were 
read to rrem, the King required them to draw them up in the form of letters 
patent. 'lhey hefitated in obeying this order ; and defired time to confider of it. 
The more they reflected~ the greater danger they found in compliance. The 
fettlement 1)f the crown by Henry the eighth had beeq made in confequence of an 
act of Parlament; and by another act, pa!fed in the beginning of this reign_, it was 
declared tnafon in any of the heirs, their aiders or abettors, to attempt on the 

*' Heylin, f• 109. Stowe, 6o9. 
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right of another, or change the order of fucceffion. The judges pleaded thefe 

reafons before the council. They urged, that fuch a patent as was intended would 

be entirely invalid; that it would fubjecr, not only the judges who drew it, but 

every counfellor who figned it, to the pains 0f treafon ; and that the only proper 

expedient, both to give force to the new fettlement, and free its partizans from 

danger, was to fummon a Parliament, and obtain the confent and fantl:ion of that 

affembly. The King faid, that he intended afterwards to follow that method, and 

would call a Parliament, in which he propofed to have his fettlement ratified ; but 

in the mean time, he required the judges, on their allegiance, to draw the patent 

in the form required. The council told the judges, that their refufal would fub

jeCl: tHem all to the pains of treafon. Northumberland gave to Montague the ap

pellation of traitor; and faid that he would fight in his fhirt with any man in fo juft 

a caufe as that of the lady J ane's fucceffion. The judges were reduced to great 

difficulties between the dangers of the law, and thofe ariflng from the violence of 

prefent power and authority*. 

THE argutnents were canvaifed in feveral different meetings between the council 

and the judges ; and no folution could be found of the prefent difficulties. At · 

lafr, f\1ontague propofed an expedient, which fatisfied both his brethren and the 

counfellors. He defired, that a fpecial commiffion fhould be paffed by the King 

and council, requiring the judges to draw a patent for the new fettlement of the 

crown; and that a pardon lhould immediately after be granted them for any 

offence which they might have incurred by their compliance. Vvhen the pa

tent was drawn and brought to the bifhop of Ely, chancellor, in order to pafs 

the great feal~ that prelate required, that all the judges fhould fign it. Gofna!d 

at firft refufed ; and it was with much difficulty, that he was prevailed on, by 

the violent menaces of Northumberland, to comply ; but the conftancy of Sir 

J ames Hales, who, tho' a zealous proteftant, preferred jufrice on this occafion 

to the prejudices of his party, could not be !haken by any expedient. The chan

cellor next required, for his greater fecurity, that all the privy counfellors lhould 

fet their hands to the patent: The intrigues of Northumberland or the fears of his 

violence were fo prevalent, that the counfellors complitd with his demand. Cran

mer alone hefitated during fome time, but yielded at laft to the earneft and pathetic 

entreaties of the King t. Ceci], at that time fecretary of ftate, pretended after

wards that he only figned as a witnefs to the King's fubfcription. And thus, by 

the King's letters patent, the two princdfes, Mary and Elizabeth, were fet afide; 

and the crown was fettled on the heirs of the ducchef.~ of Suffolk: For the dutch

efs herfelf was content to be poftponed to her daughters. 

• Fuller, book viii. p. 2. t Cranm. M em. p. z9 5. 
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AFTER this fettlement was made, with fo many inaufpicious circumftances, 
Edward declined vifibly every day in his health ; and fmall hopes were entertain
ed of his recovery. To make the matter worfe, his phyficians were difmiifed by 
Northumberland's advice and by an order of council ; and he was put into the 
l1ands of an ignorant woman, who undertook, in a little time, to reftore him to 
his former ftate of health. After the ufe of her medicines, all the bad fymptoms 
increafed to-the mofl: violent degree : He felt a difficulty of fpeech and breathing; 
his pulfe failed, his legs fwelled, his colour became livid; and many other fymp
toms appeared of his approaching end. He expired at Greenwich in the fixteenth 
year of his age, and the feventh of his reign. 

ALL the Engliih ~iftorians dwell with pleafure on the excellencies of this young 
prince ; whom the flattering promifes of hope, joined to many real virtues, had 
made an object of the mofi: tender affections of the public. He poifelfed mild
nefs of difpofition, application to -fi:udy and bufinefs, a capacity to learn and 
judge, and an attachment to equity and juftice: fie feems only to have contract
ed from his education and from the age in which he lived, too much of a narrow 
prepoffeffion in matters of religion, which made him incline fomewhat to bigotry 
and perfecution : But as the bigotry of proteftants, lefs governed by priefrs, lies 
under more refiraints than that of Catholics, the effects of this malignant quality 
were the lefs to be apprehended, if a longer life had been granted to young Ed-
~ard. 
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· Lady Jane Gray proclaimed ~ueen.-Defirted' by the peop!e.-c:IlJe· 
§(geen proclaimed and acknoru;/edged.-Northumberland executed~ 
Catholic religion reflored.-A Parliament.-Deliberations with 
regard to the ff<!:feen's marriage.-~een's marriage with Philip. 
-Wyat's infitrreCiion.-Supprejfed.-Execution of lady Jane 
Gray.-A Parliament.-Philip's arr£val in England. 

--......... H .E title of the princefs Mary. to the crown, after the deceafe of her. 
brother, was not liable to any confiderable difficultY.; and the objections 
fiarted by the lady J ane's partizans, were new and unheard of by the 
nation. Tho' all the protefl:ants, and even many of the catholics; 

believed the marriage of Henry the eighth with Catherine of Arragon to be un
lawful and invalid.; yet as it had been contracted by the parties without any 
criminal intention, had been avowed by thejr parents, recognized by the nation, 
and feemed founded on thofe principles of law and religion, which then prevailed, . 
very few imagined, that their iifue ought on that account to be regarded as ille-:
gitimate. A declaration to that purpofe had indeed been extorted from the PaP 
liament by the llfual violence and caprice of Henry; bu.t as that monarch had 
afterwards been induced to reftore his daughter to the rjght of fucceffion~ her.-

4 . title.: 
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Chap. r. title was now become as legal and parliamentary as it was ever ~fteemed jnll and 

1 553· natu~al. The public had been long familiarized to hefe fentiments: Du ing all 

the reign of Ed ward, the princefs w"s confidered as his lawful fucc·tffor: And 

tho' the proteftants dreaded the effect· of her prejudices, the extreme hatred, 

univerfally entertained againft the Dudleys *, who, men forefaw, would, under 

the n'ame of Jane, be the real fovereigns, was more than fufficie-nt to counterbal

lance, even with that party, the attachment to religion. This laf.l: attempt, o 

violate the order of fucceffion, had difplayed Northumberland's. ambition and in

jufiice in a full light; and when the people reflect d on the long train of fraud. 

iniquity and cruelty, by which that projeCt had been conduCted; that the lives of 

the two Seymours, as well as the title of the princeffes, had been facrificed to it; 

they were moved by indignation to exert themfelves in oppofition to fuch criminal 

enter 1 rizes. The general veneration alfo, paid to the memory of Henry the 

eighth, prompted the nation to defend the rights of his pofterity ; and the mife

ries of the ancient civil wars were not fo entirely forgotten, that men were wil

ling, by a departure from the lawful heir, to incur the danger of like bloodihed 

and confufion. 

NoRTHUMBERLAND, fenlible of the oppolition which he muft expect, had 

carefully concealed the dell:ination made by the King ; and in order to bring the 

two princeffes into his power, he had had the precaution to engage the council, 

before Edward's death, to write to them in that prince's name, defiring their at

tendance, on pretence that his infirm ftate of health required the affiftance of their 

counfel, and the confolation of their company t. Edward expired before their 

arrival ; but Northumberland, in order to make the prince.lfes fall into the fnare, 

kept the king's death ftill fecret ; and the lady Mary had . already reached Hod

rlefden, within half a day's journey of the court. Happily, the earl of Arundel 

fent her private intelligence, both of her brother's death, and of the confpiracy 

formed againfi her :J:: She immediately made hafie to retire; and arrived by quick 

journeys, firft at Kenning hall in Norfolk, then at Framlingham in Suffolk ; 

where the propofed to embark and retire to Flanders, in cafe lhe lhould find it 

impcfiible to defend her right of fucctffion. She wrote letters to the nobility and 

moft confiderable gentry in every county of England ; commanding them to af

fift her in the defence of her crown and perfon. And fhe difpatched a meffage 

to the council ; by which !he notified to them, that her brother's death was no 

longer a fecret to her, promifed them pardon for paft offences, and required then1 

immeJiately to give orders for proclaiming her acceiTion in London §. 

• Sleidan, lib. 2 5. t Heylin, p. 1 54· :t Burn et, vol. ii. p. z 3 3. § Fox, vol. iii. p. '4. 
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NoRTHUMBERLAND found that farther diffimulation was fruitlefs : He went Chap. I. 
to Sion-houfe *, accompanied with the duke of Suffolk, the earl of Pembroke, 1553· 
and others of the nobility; and he approached the lady Jane, who refided there, 
with all the refpeCl: ufually paid to the fovereign. J ane was, in a great meafure, L;lny Jane 

ig:norant of all thefe tranfJCl:ions ; and it was with equal grief and furprize that ~r.ay pdro-
.... . ' C llllH! 

1he received intelligence of them t. She was a lady of the moft am;able ~een. 
perfon, the .moft engaging difpofition, the mofl: accomplilhed parts; and being 
of an equal age with the late King, lhe had received all her education with him, 
and feemed even to polfefs a greater facility in acquiring every part of manly and 
polite literature. She had attained a knowledge of the Roman and Greek lan
guages, befide modern tongues ; had paffed moft of her time in an application to 
learning ; and exprelfed a great indifference for other occupations and amufe-
ments ufual with her fex and ftation. Roger Afcham, tutor to the lady Eliza-
beth, having at one time paid her a vifit, found her employed in reading of Plato, 
while the reft of the family were engaged in a party of hunting in the park; and 
upon his admiring the fingularity of her choice, 1he told him; that lhe received 
more pleafure from that author than the others could reap from all their fport and 
gaity. Her heart, full of this paffion for literature and the elegant arts, and of 
tendernefs towards her hufband, who was deferving of her afretl:ion, had never 
opened itfelf to the flattering allurements of ambition; and the information of her 
3dvancement to the throne, was by no means agreeable to her. She even refu. 
fed to accept of the prefent; pleaded the preferable right of the two princeffes; 
exprelfed her dread of the coi)fequences attending an enterprize fo dangerous, not 
to fay fo crimin~l; and dd1red to remain in that private ftation in which lhe was 
born. Overcon1e at laft with the intreaties, rather than reafons, of her father 
and father-in-law, and above all of her hufband, fhe fubmitted to their wtll, and 
was prevailed on to relinquifh her own judgment. It was then ufual for the 
Kings of England, after their acceffion, to pafs the firft days in the Tower; and 
Northumberland immediately conveyed thither the new fovereign :f:. All the 
counfellors were obliged to attend her to that fortrefs; and by th'is means became, 
in fome meafure, prifoners in the hands of Northumberland, whofe will they 
were neceffitated to obey. Orders were given by the council, to proclaim Jane 
throughout the kingdom ; but thefe orders were executed only in London, 
and in the neighbourhood. No applaufe enfued: T~e people heard the procla
mation with filence and concern : Some even expreffed their fcorn and contempt: 
And one Pot, a vintner's prentice, was fevereJy puni!hed for this offence §. 

• * Thuanus, lib. xiii. c, 2. t Godwin jn Kennet, p . 329, Heylio, p. 149• Burnet, 
\'o1.ii. p. 234. :t: Heylin, p. '59· §Ibid. p. 16o. 
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The protefiant teachers themfelves, who were employed to convince the people 
of J ane's title, found their eloquence fruitlefs * ; and Ridley, bifhop of London, 
who preached a fermon to that purpofe, wrought no effeCt upon his audience t. 

( THE people of Suffolk, meanwhile, paid their attendance on Mary. As they 
were much attached to the reformed communion, they could not forbear, amidft 
their tenders of duty, to exprefs their apprehenfion for the proteftant religion; 
but when fhe affured them, that fhe never meant to change the laws of King 
Ed ward t, they enlifted themfelves in her caufe with zeal and affeCtion. The 
nobility and gentry flocked to her daily, and brought her reinforcement. The 
earls of Bath and Suffex, the eldeft fons of lord Wharton and lord Mordaunt, 
Sir William Drury, Sir Henry Benningfield, Henry Jerningham, perfons whofe 
intereft lay in the neighbourhood, appeared at the head of their tenants and re
tainers§. Sir Ed ward Haftings, brother of the earl of Huntingdon, having re
ceived a con1miffion from the council to make levies for the lady Jane in Buck
inghamfhire, carried over his troops, which amounted to four thoufand men, 
and joined ~een Mary. Even a fleet, which had been fent by Northnmber
land to lie off the coaft of Suffolk, being forced into Yarmouth by a ftorm, 

were engaged to declare for that princefs. 
NoRTHUMBERLAND, who had hitherto been blinded by ambition, faw at laft 

the danger gather round him, and knew not to what hand to turn himfelf. I-Ie 
had levied forces, which were affembled at London; but dreading the cabals of 
the courtiers and counfellors, whofe compliance, he knew, had been entirely the 
refult of fear or artifice, he was refolved to keep near the perfon of the lady 
J a ne, and fend Suffolk to command the army. But the counfellors, who wifhed 
to remove him \\, \Vorking on the filial tendernefs of J ane, magnified to her the 
(hnger to which her father would be expofed, and reprefented, that Northum
berland, who h;1d gained reputation by fupprefiing formerly a rebellion in thofe 
parts, was much more proper to command in that enterprize. The Duke him
felf, who knew the ilender capacity of Suffolk, began to think that none but 
himfelf was able to encounter the prefent danger; and he agreed to take on hin1 
the command of the troops. The counfe\lors attended on him at his departure 
with the highefl: protefiations of attachment, and none more than Arundel, his 
n1ortal enemy **· As he went along, he remarked the difaffeCtion of the people, 
which foreboded a fatal iifue to his ambitious hopes. " Many," faid he to lord Grey, 

• Godwin, p. 330. Heylin, p. 16z. Burnet, vo1. ii. p. 236, 238. t Stowe, p. 61 I. 

Ho11ingilied, p. 1087. Strype's Mem. vol ii1, p. 3· t Fox, vol. iii. p. 15· Baker, p. 3'4· 

Speed, p. 816. § Heylin, p. 160. Burnet, vol.ii. p.237· \1 Godwin, p. 1,30. 

lieyli11, p. I59· Burr.et, vol. ii. p. 239· Fox, vol. iii. p. 15. •" Heylin1 P· 161, Baker, 

p. 315. HollingLhed, p. 1o8S. who 
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'Who attended hin1, " come out to look at us, but I· find not one who cries, God eh I ap .• ~' jpeed you*." 15 53· 
THE duke had no fooner reached St. Edmund's-bury, than he found his army, 

which never exceeded fix thoufand men, too weak to encounter the ~een's t, 
which amounted to double the number. He wrote to the council, defiring them to 
fend him a reinforcement ; and the counfellors immediately laid hold of this pre· 
tence to free themfelves from their confinement. They left the Tower, as if they Lady Jane d{' meant to execute Northumberland's commands ; but being affembled in Bay- ferted by the nard's-cafl:le, a houfe belonging to Pembroke, they deliberated concerning the people. 
method of fhaking off his ufurped tyranny. Arundel began the conference, by 
reprefenting the injuftice and cruelty of Northumberland, the exorbitancy of his 
ambition, the criminal enterprize which he had projected, and the guilt in which 
he had involved the whole council: and he afferted, that the only method of ma-
king atonement for their pafl: offences, was by a prompt return to the duty which 
they owed their lawflll fovereign :j:. This motion was feconded by Pembroke, 
\vho, clapping his hand to his fword, fwore he was ready to fight any man who 
expreHed hirnfelf of a contrary fentiment. The mayor and aldermen of London 
were immediately fent for, who difcovered great alacrity in obeying the orders 
they received to proclaim Mary. The people expreifed their approbation by lhouts 
of applaufe. Even Suffolk, who commanded in the Tower, finding refifi:ance 
fruitlefs, opened the gates, and declared for the ~een. The lady J ane, afcer 
wearing the vain pageantry of a crown during ten days, returned to a private life 
with much more fatisfaB:ion than lhe felt when the royalty was tendered to her § : 
And the meifengers who were fent to Northumberland, with orders to lay down 
his arms, found that he had defpaired of fuccefs, was deferted by all his follow-
ers, and had already proclaimed the Queen, with exterior marks of joy and fa- The Q!eel'l tisfaB:ion 11· The people every where, on the ~1een's approach to London, gave proclauned 
fenfible expreffions of their loyalty and attachment. And the lady Elizabdh met f;d~:~~no\ ~ her at the head of a thoufand horfe, which that princefs had levied, in order to 
fupport t!.:leir joint t:tle againfi: the ufurper **. 

THE ~een gave orders for taking into cufl:ody the duke of Northumberland, 
who fell on his knees to the earl of Arundel that arrefl:ed him, and abjeCtly beg
ged his life tt. At the fame time were committee!, the Earl of W arwh:·, his eldeft 
fon, Ambro1e and Henry Dudley, two of his younger fons, Sir .An drew Dud ley 

• Speed, p. 816. t God\"in, r. 331. 
§ Godwin, p. 332· Thuan. lib. xiii. c. z. 
p. 240. Heylin, p. 1 9· Stowe, p. 61 3• 
.Baker, p. 31 5. Hollingfhed, p. 1088. 

VoL. Ill. Z z 

t Ibid. r. 331, 332. Thuanus, lib. x"ii. 
I! S·owe, p. 6r z. •* Burnet, vol. i.i. 
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Chap. r. his broth(r, the marquefs of Northampton, the earl of Huntingdon, Sir Tho:. 

'"53 ·. 1nas Palner, and Sir John Gates. The ~een afterwards confined the duke of· 

Suffolk, the lady J :1ne Gray, and lord Guilford Dudley. But Mary was de fir.,. 

ous, in t!e beginning of her reign, to acquire popularity by the appearance of 

demenC}; and becaufe the counfelJors pleaded.conftraint, as an excufe for theit . 

treafon, fhe extended her pardon to moft of them. Suffolk himfelf recovered 

his liberty ; and he owed this indulgence, in a great meafure, to the contenlpt 

entertaired of his capacity.. But the guilt of Northumberland was too greath 

as. well as his atnbition and courage too dangerous, to permit him to entertain 

any reafmable hopes of life. When brought to his trial, _ he only defired per

nliffion o afk two queftions of the peers who were appointed to fit on his jury; 

whethera man could be gui1ty of treafon who obeyed orders given him by the 

CQt.mcil Lmder the great feat? and whether· thofe who were involved in the fame 

guilt wi:h himfelf, could· act as his judges ? Being. told, that the great feal of an 

ufurperwas no authority, and that perfons who lay not under any fentence of at

tainder, were frill innocent in the eye of. the law, and might be admitted on any . 

jury * ;. he acquiefced, and pleaded guilty... At his execution, he made profef .. 

fion of the catholic religion, and told the people, that they never would enjoy 

zz· Auguft. tranquility till they returned to the faith of their anceftors :- Whether that fuch. . 

!"fodrthurnber- were hi; real fentiments, which he had formerly concealed, from intereft and am

.t€\n e.xe-
~uted. bition, or that he hoped, by this declaratio·n, to render the ~een more favour- -

able tohis family.t. Sir Thomas Palmer, and Sir John Gates, fuffered with him;_ 

and ths was all the blood fpilt on account of. fo dangerous and criminal an enter

prize a5ainft the rights of the fovereign& Sentence was pronounced againft the 

lady Jme and lord Guilford; but without any prefent intention of putting it in ! 

exec=uton. The youth and innocence of the perfons, neither of whom had reached 

their f:venteenth year, pleaded fufficiently in their favour. 

\VrEN Mary firft arrived in the Tower, the duke of Norfolk, who had been 

detaired prifoner during all the lafi: reign; Courtney, . fon to the marquefs of

Exete·, who, without being charged with any crime, had been fubjeCted to the

fame )Uni!hment- ever fince his father's attainder; Gardiner, Tonfra], and Bon

ner, \ ho had been confined for their adherence to the catholic caufe, appeared 

befon her, and implored her clemency and proteCtion :f:! They were all of them 

:refto:ed to their liberty, and immediate] y admitted to he,r confidence and favour •. 

· • · Thrnet, vol. ii. p. 243. Heylin, p . . I 8. Baker, p. 3.1 6& Hollingfhed, p. 1 o8g. t Hey-

1io, P·J9· Burnet, vol. iii. p . .24-3· Stowe,. p. 614• · t. Heylin, p • . zo.. Stowe, p. 613~. 

Holli~~ed, p. 1088. $ 
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Norfolk's attainder, notwithftanding that it had paired in Parliament, ~Vas repre
fented as null and invalid ; becaufe, among other informalities, no fpe:ial matter 
l1ad been alleged againft him, except wearing a coat of arms, which l-e and his 
anceftors, without giving any offence, had always made ufe of in the ilce of the 
court and of the whole nation. Courtney .received the title of earl cf Devon-
lhire; and tho' educated in fuch clofe confinement, that he was altoge6er unac-
quainted with the world, he foon acquired all the accomplilhments of L courtier 
and a gentleman, and made a confiderab1e figure during the few years which he 
lived after he recovered his liberty. Befides performing all thofe pop.1lar aces~ 
which, tho' they only regarded individuals, were very acceptable to the mrion, the 
OEeen endeavoured to ingratiate herfdf with the public, by granting a general 
pardon, tho' with ·fame exceptions, and by ·remitting the fubfidy voed to her 
brother by the lafi: Parliament *. · 

THE joy arifing from the fucceffion ·of the lawful heir, and from tlH gracious 
demeanour of the fovereign, hindered not the people from being agitffed with 
great anxiety concerning the fiate of religion; and as the bulk of the Jation in
clined to the proteftant communion, apprehenfions were generally entetained of 
-the principles and prejudices of the new ~een. The legitimacy of May's birth 
had appeared to be fomewhat conneCted with the papal authority ; anc as that: 
princefs was educated with her mother, 1he had imbibed the firongeft atachment 
·to the catholic communion, and the higheft averfion to thofe new tenets, whencet. 
!he believed, all the misfortunes of her family had originally fprung. The dif
couragements which ihe lay under from her father, tho' at ]aft they brrught her 
to comply with his will, tended frill more to increafe her difguft to the re·ormers ; 
and the vexations which the protector and the council gave her, during Idward"s 
·reign, had no other effect than to confirm her farther in her prejudices. Natu
rally of a four and obftinate temper, and irritated by contradiCtions ana misfor
tunes, fl1e poifeifed all the qualities fitted to compofe a bigot:; and herextreme 
ignorance rendered her utterly incapable of doubt in her own belief, a of in-
dulgence to the opinions of others. The nation, therefore, had gre.t reafoa 
'to dread, not only the abolition, but the perfecution of the eftablil11ed.religion 
from the ,zeal of Mary ; and it w.as not Jong before fhe difcovered hd" inten
·tions: 

Chap. T 

GARDINER, Banner, Ton:ltal, Day, Heath, Vefey, were reinftated :n theirc 
1 1

• .. 
. at 10 IC reii-fees, either by a direCt act of power, or, what IS nearly the fame, by he fen- gion refietre • 

tence of commiffioners, who were appointed to review their procefs and <0nden1~ 

• Stowe, p. 616 • 
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nation. Tho' the bifhopric of Durham had been diffolved by authority of Par

liament, the ~een ereCted it anew by letters-patent, and replaced Tonftal in his 
regalities as well as in his revenue. On pretence of difcouraging controverfy, fhe 
filenced, by her prerogative, all the preachers throughout England, except fuch 
as fboutd obtain a particular licence* ; and it was eafy to forefee that none but 
the catholics would be favoured with this privilege. Holgate, archbifuop of

York, Coverdale, bifhop of Exeter, Ridley of London, and Hooper of Glo
ct>G:er, were thrown into prifon ; whither old Latimer alfo was fent foon after t. 
rfhe zealous bifhops and prieUs were encouraged in their forwardnefs to revive 

the n1afs, tho,. contrary to the prefent laws. Judge Hales, who had difcovered 
fuch conftancy in defending the ~een's title, loft all his merit by an oppofition 

to thofe illegal praCtices; and being committed to cuftody, was treated with fuch 

feverity, that he fell into frenzy, and killed himfelf :t:. The men of Suffolk were 

brow-beaten, when they prefumed to plead the promife which the ~een, 
when they 1n-1ifted themfelves in her fervice, had given them, of maintaining the· 

reformed religion: One, in particular, was fet in the pillory, becaufe he had 
been too peremptory in recalling to her- memory the engagements which fhe had 
taken on that occaGon. And· tho' the ~een ftill promifed, in a public declara
tion before the council, to tolerate thofe who differed from her \l, men forefaw,. 

that this engagement, like the ~ormer, would prove but a feeble fecurity, when 

fet in oppofition to religious prejudices. 
THE n1erits of Cranmer towards the ~een, during the reign of Henry, had 

been conflderab1e; and he had fuccefsfully employed his good offices in mitiga~
ing the fevere prejudices which that monarch had entertained again!l: her**. But 
the aB:ive part which he had borne in promoting her mother~ divorc.e-, as well as· 

in conduCl:ing the reformation, had made him the object of her hatred ; and tho" 
Gardiner h<1d -een equally forward in foliciting and defending the divorce, he had' 

afterwards made fufficient atonement by his fufferings in defence of the catholic 

cal fe. 'fhe primate, therefore, had reafon to expeCt little favour during the 

pr&nt reign; but it was by his own indifcreet zeal, that he brought on himfelf 
the firft violence and perfecution. A report being fpread, that Cranmer, in or

der to make liis court to the Queen, had promifed to officiate in the Latin fe -

vice, the archbiihop, to wipe off this afperfion, drew up a n1anifefto in his owll 

defence. Among other cxpreffions, he there faid, that as the devil was a lyar 

* Heylin} p. 2-3. Fox, vol. iii. p. 16. Strype's Mem. vol. iii. p. 26. 
336. t Burnet, vol. ii. p. 247· Fox, vol. iii. p. 15, 19. Baker, p •. 317. 

l(p}. ii. po 245·· • lb!d •. p. 240, 24_1. Heylin, p. ZS· Gcdwin, p. 336. 
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from the beginning, and the father of lies, fo he had at this time llirred up his 
fervants to perfecute Chrifl: and his true religion : That that infernal fpirit now 
endeavoured to refrore the Latin fatisfactory malfes, a thing of his own inven
tion and device; and in order to effectuate his purpofe, had falfely · made ufe of 
Cranmer's name and authority : And that the mafs is not only withou.t founda· 
tion, either in the fcriptures or the practice of the primitive church, but likewife· 
difcovers a plain contradiction to antiquity. and the infpired writings, and is be-
fides replete with many horrid blafphemies *. On the publication of this inflam .. 
matory paper, Cranmer was thrown into prifon, and was tried for the part whicn 
he had acted, in concurring with the lady Jane, and oppoGng the ~eents acceG 
fion. Sentence of high treafon was pronounced againft him; and tho' his guilt: 
was fhared with the whole privy council, and was even lefs than that of moft of· 
the others, this fentence, however fevere, muft be allowed entirely legal. The 
execution of it, however, did not follow ; and Cranmer. was referved for a more· 
cruel punifhmenr. 

PETER MARTYR, feeinga perfecution gathering againft the reformers, defired 
leave to withdraw t ; and while fome zealous catholics moved for his commit
ment, Gar mer both pleaded, that he had come over by an invitation from the 
government, and generoufiy furnifhed him with fuP,p1ies for his journey : But 
as bigotted zeal ~ill increafed, his wife'"s body, which had oeen interred at Ox ... 
ford, was afterwards dug up by public order, and buried in a dungliill !· The 
bones of Bucer and Fagius, two foreign reformers, were about the fame time 
committed to the flames at Cambridge 11· John a Lafco was firft' filenced, and · 
then ordered to depart the kingdom with his congregation. Tlie greater part of 
the foreign proteftant~ followed him ; and the nation thereby 1oft many ufeful 
hands for arts and manufactures: Several Englilh protefiants alfo took ihelter in: 
foreign parts, and every thing bore a difmal afpect for the reformation. 

Du R 1 N a this revolution of the court, no protection was expected oy tfie pro-

Chap. I~ 
1..i53~ 

teftants from the Parliament, which was fummoned to alfemble. A zealous re- sth Otlobero

former + pretends, that great violence and iniquit~ were ufed in the elections ; A Padian.enr •. 

but befides that the authority of this writer is inconGderable, that p,ractice, as the 
neceffities of government feldom required it, had not bitherro been often employ-
ed in England. There frill remained fuch numbers devoted, by opinion or affetl:;on,. 

• Fox, vol. iii. p. 94· Heylin, p. 25. God win, p. 336. Burnet, vol. ii. Coil. N° 8. Cranr~ • . 
Mem. p. 30~ . Thuanus, lib. xiii. c. 2. t Heylin, p. 26. Godwin, p . 336. Cranm •. 
. Mem. p. 317. :t: Heylin, p. 26. H Saunders de Schifm. Anglic. + Beale •. 
But Fox, who lived at the time, and is very minute in h ;s narratives> fays oothing of the mat:et. 
S..ee vol. iii •. p. z6. 
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to many principles of the ancient religion, that the authority of the crown wa 

able to give fuch candidates the prevalence in mofl: eleCtions ; and all thofe who 

fcrupled compliance with the court religion, rather declined taking a feat in the 

houfe, which, while it rendered them obnoxious to the Qgeen, could afterwards 

afford them no protection againft the violence of prerogative. It foon appeared, 

thert.fore, that a majority of the commons would be obfequious to Mary's de

figns ; and as the peers were moftly attached to the court, from intereft or ex . 

. pecbtion, little oppofition was expected from that quarter. 

IN opening the Parliament, the court fbowed a very fignal contempt of the 

laws, by celebrating, before the two houfes, a mafs of the Holy Ghofr, in the 

Latin tongue, attended with all the ancient rites and ceremonies, tho' abohfhe 

by act of parliament *. Tay lor, bifhop of Lincoln, having refufed to kneel at 

this fervice, was very feverely handled, and was violently thruft out of the 

houfe t. The ~een, however, frill retained the title of fupreme head of the 

·church of England ; and it was generally pretended, that the intention of the 

court was only to reflore religion to the fame condition in which it had been left 

by Henry -; but that the other abufes of .popery, which were chiefly grievous to· 

~the nation, would never be revived. 

THE firft bill paired by the Parliament, was of a very popular nature, and 

abolifhed every fpecies of treafon which was not contained in the ftatute of Ed

ward the third, and every fpecies of felony which did not fubfifl before the firft 

of Henry the eighth~· The Parliament next declared the QEeen to be legiti

mate, ratified the marriage of Henry with Catherine of Arragon, and annulled 

-the divorce pronounced by Cranmer 11, whom they greatly blamed on that account. 

No mention, however, is made of the pope's authority, as any ground of the 

marriage. All the ftatutes of King Edward with regard to religion, were repealed 

by one vote§ ; and thereby the national religion was replaced on the fame foot-

-ing on which it flood at the death of Henry. The attainder of the duke of Nor-

-folk was reverfed ; and this act of juftice was much more reafonab1e than the 

declaring that attainder invalid, without farther authority. M oft of the claufes 

of the riot act, paffed in the late reign, were revived : A ftep which eluded, in 

a great meafure, the popular ftatute enacted at the firft meeting of the Parliament. 

NoTWITHSTANDING the compliance of the two houfes with the Queen's incli-· 

nations, they had ·frill a referve in certain articles.; and her choice of a hufband 

' * Fox, vol •• iii. p. 19. t Burnet, vol. ii. p. 252. :J: Marire, fen: 1. c. 1. By 

.this repeal, tho' it was in general popular, the claufe of 5 and ·6 Edw. c. 1 I. was loft, which requi

red the confronting two witneifes, in order to prove any treafon. ] Marhe, fen: z. c. •· 

, 1 Madre, feif . .z. c. 1 z. 
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as, in particular, of fuch importance to national intereft, ·that they determined 
not to fubmit tamely, in that refpect, to her will and pleafure. There were three 
marriages*, concerning which it was fuppofed that Mary had deliberated after 
her acceffion to the crown. The firfr perfon propofed to her, was Courtney, earl 
of Devonlhire, who, being an Engliiliman, nearly allied to the crown, could
not fail to be acceptable to the nation ; and as he was of an engaging perfon 
and addrefs, he had gained vifibly on the ~1een's affections, and hints were dropt 
hirn of her. favourable difpofitions towards hin1 t. But that nobleman neglett:ed 
thefe overtures; and feemed rather to attach himfelf to the lady Elizabeth, whofe 
youth and agreeable converfation he preferred to all the power and grandeur · 
of her fifter. This choice occafioned a great coldnefs of Mary towards Devon
fbire ; and made her break out in a declared animofity againft Elizabeth. The 
ancient quarrel between their mothers · had funk deep into the malignant heart 
of the ~een .;. and after the declaration made by Parliament in favour of Ca
therine's marriage, fhe wanted not a pretence for reprefenting the birth of her: 
fifter as illegitimate. The attachment-of Elizabeth to the reformed religion of
fended Mary's bigotry ; and as the young princefs had made fome difficulty. of 
difguifing her fentiments, very violent menaces had been employed to bring her 
to compliance. But when the Queen folmd that Elizabeth had ob(lructed her 
views in a point, which, perhaps, touched her flill more nearly, her refentment,. 
excited by pride, knew no longer any bounds; and the princefs was v1fibly ex ... 

ofed to the greateft danger t· 
CARD IN AT. Po1e, who had never taken prieft's orders, was another party pro· 

pofed to the ~een ; and there appeared many reafons to induce her to make 
choice of this prelate. The high character of Pole for virtue and generofity ; 
the great regard paid him by the catholic church, of which he had nearly reached 
the higheft d1gnity on the death of Paul the third 11; the Queen's affection for 
the countefs of Salifbury, his mother, who had once been her governefs ; the 
violent animofity to which he had been expofed on account of his attachment to 
t-he Romifh communion; all thefe confiderations had a powerful influence on 
M ary. But the cardinal was now in the dt cline of life ; and having contracted 
habits of frudy and retirement, he was reprefented as unqualified for the bufile of 
a . court, and the hurry of bufinefs §. The Q!]een, therefore, dropt all views of 
that alliance : But as lhe entertained a great regard for Pole's wifdom and virtue, 
ilie ftill propofed to reap the benefit of his advice in the. adminiftration of her 

• Thuan. lib. ii. c. 3· t God win, p. 339· t Heylin, p. 3 I. Burn et, vol. ii 
l?· 255· U Father Paul, book iii. . § Heylin, p. 31. 
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government. She fecretly entered into a negociation with Commendone, an agent 

of cardinal Dandino, legate at Bruffels ; ,fhe fent affurances to the pope, then 

J ulius the third, of her earneft defire to reconcile herfelf and her kingdoms to 

the holy fee ; and ilie defired that Pole might be appointed legate for the perform· 

ance of that pious office*. 

THESE two marriages being rejeded, the Queen caft her eye towards the enl

peror's family, from which her mother was defcended, and which, during her 

own diftreffes, had always afforded her countenance and proteCtion. Charles the 

fifth, who a few years before was almoft abfolute mafler of Germany, had 

exercifed his power in fuch an arbitrary manner, that he gave extreme difguft to 

the nation, who apprehended the total extinCtion of their liberties and privileges 

from the encroachments of that monarch t. Religion had ferved him as a pre

tence for his ufurpacions ; and from the fame principle he met with that oppofi

tion which overthrew his grandeur, and daihed all his ambitious hopes. Mau

rice, eleCtor of Saxony, enraged that the landgrave of He.lfe, who, by his ad

vice, and on his affurances, had put himfelf into the emperor's hands, fhould be 

unjufily detained prifoner, formed a fecret confpiracy among the proteftant prin

ces; and covering his intentions with the moft artful difguifes, he fuddenly march

ed his forces againft Charles, and narrowly miffed becoming mafter of his per

fan. The proteflants flew to arms in every quarter; and their infurrection, aided 

by an invafion from France, reduced the emperor to fuch extremity, that he was 

obliged to fubmit to articles of peace, which enfured the independency of Ger· 

n1any. To retrieve his honour, he made an attack on France; and laying fiege 

to Metz, with an army of an hundred thoufand men, he conduCted the enter

prize in perfon, and feemed determined, at all hazards, to fucceed in an under

taking which had attracted the attention of all Europe. But the duke of Guife, 

who defended Metz, with a garrifon compofed of the braveft nobility of France, 

exerted fuch vigilance, conduCt, and valour, that the fiege was protraCted to the 

depth of winter; and the emperor found it dangerous to perfevere any longer. 

He retired with the remains of his army, into the Low Countrie~, much de

jetted with that reverfe of fortune w hi eh, in his declining years, had fo fatally 

overtaken him. 

No fooner did Charles hear of the death of Edward, and the acceffion of his 

kinfwoman, Mary, to the crown of England, than he formed the fcheme of ac

quiring that kingdom to his family ; and he hoped, by this incidenr, to ba

lance all the lo!f~s which he had fuffercd in Germany. I-Iis fon, Philip, who 

• Burner, vol. ii. p. 258. t Thuanu~, lib. iv. c. I 7• 
was 
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was a widower, had but one fon by his former marriage ; and tho' he was only 
twenty-feven years of age, eleven years younger than the Queen, this objection, it 
was thought, might eafi1y be overlooked, and there was no reafon to defpair of her 
having ftill a numerous ilfue. The emperor~ therefore, immediately fent over an 
agent to fignify his intentions to Mary, who, pleafed with the fupport of fo pow
erful an alliance, and glad to unite herfdf more clofely with her mother's fami· 
ly, to which fhe was ever ftrongly attached, readily embraced the propofal. 
Norfolk, Arundel, and Paget, gave their advice for the match: And Gardiner, 
who was become prime minifter, and who had been promoted to the office of 
chancellor, finding how Mary's inclinations lay, feconded the project of the Sp~
nifh alliance ; and reprefented, both to her and the emperor, the neceffity of 
ftopping all farther innovations in religion, till the completion of the marriage. 
He obferved, that the Parliament, amidft all their compliances, had difcovered 
evident fymptoms of jealoufy, and feemed at prefent determined, to grant no 
further conceffions in favour of the catholic religion : That tho' they might 
make a facrifice to their fovereign of fome fpeculative principles, which they did 
not well comprehend, or of fome rites, which feemed not of any immediate im
portance, they had imbibed fuch flrong prejudices againft the pretended ufurpa
tions and exactions of the court of Rome, that they would with great difficulty 
be again brought to fubmit to its authority: That the danger of making a re
fumption of the abbey lands, would ahrm the nobility and gentry, and induce 
them to encourage the prepoffeffions which were but too general among the peo
ple, againft the doetrine and wor!hip of the catholic church : That much pains 
had been taken to prejudice the nation againft the Spanifh alliance ; and if that 
point was urged, at the fame time with further changes in religion, it would ha
zard a general revolt and infurrection : That the marriage, being once compleat
ed, would give authority to the ~een's meafures, and enable her afterwards to 
forward that pious work, in which lhe was engaged : And that it was even ne
celfary previouny to reconcile the people to the marriage, by rendering the con
ditions extremely favourable to the Englifh, and fuch as would feem to enfure to 
them their independency, and the entire poffeffion of their ancient laws and pri
vileges *. 

THE emperor, well acquainted with the prudence and experience of Gardiner, 
affented to all thefe reafons; and he endeavoured to temper the zeal of Mary, 
by reprefenting the neceffity of proceeding gradually in the great work of con
verting the nation. Hearing that cardinal Pole, n1ore fincere 1n his religious 
opinions, and lefs guided by the maxims of civil policy, after having fent oppo .. 

• Burnet, vol. ii. p. z6 I. 
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fite advice to the ~een, had fet out on his journey to England, where he was 
to exercife his legantine commiffion ; he thought proper to flop him at Dilling
hen, a town on the Danube ; and he afterwards obtained Mary's confent for this 
detention. The negociation for the marriage mean-while proceeded apace; and 
Mary's intentions to efpoufe Philip became generally known to the nation. The 
commons, who hoped that they had gained the ~een by the conceffions which 
they had already made, were alarmed to hear, that fhe was refolved to contraCt a 
foreign alliance; and they fent a committee to remonftrate againft that dangerous 
meafure. To prevent farther applications of the fame kind, !he thought proper 

to diffolve them. 
A coNvocATION hao been fummoned at· the fame time with the Parliament; 

and the majority here alfo appeared to be of the court religion. An offer was 
very frankly tnade by the Romanifts, to difpute concerning the points controvert
ed between the two communions ; and as tranfubftantiation was the article which, 
of all others, they deemed the cleareft, and founded on the moft irrefiftible ar
gument, they chofe to try their ftrength by defending it. The proteftants pulh
ed the difpute as far as the clamour and noife of their antagonifts would permit ; 
and they fondly imagined, that they had obtained fome advantage, when, in the 
courfe of the debate, they obliged the catholics to avow, that, according to their 
dotlrine, Chrift had, in his ]aft: fupper, held himfelf in his hand, and had [wal
lowed and eat himfelf *. This triumph, however, was confined only ro their 
own party : The Romanifts maintained, that their champions had clearly the bet
ter of the day; that their adverfaries were blind and obftinate heretics ; that no
thing but the moft extreme depravity of heart could induce men to conteft fuch 
felf-evident principles ; and that the feverefi: punifhments were due to their per
verfe wickednefs. So pleafed were they with their fuperiority in this favorite 
point, that they foon after renewed the difpute at Oxford; and to !how, that they 
feared no force of learning or capacity, where reafon was fo evidently on their 
fide, they fent thither Cranmer, Latimer, and Ridley, under a guard, to try 
whether thefc renowned controverfialifts could find any appearance of argument 
to defend their baffled principles t. The ifTue of the debate was very different 
frotn what it appeared to be a few years before, in a r~.mous conference held at 

the fame place during the reign of Edward. 

AFTER the parliament and convocation were broke up, the new laws with re
gard to religion, tho' they had been anticipated, in moft places, by the zeal o£ 

• Collier, vol. ii. f· 3 56. Fox, vol. iii. p. zz. t Mem. of Cranm . p. 334· Heylin, 
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the catholics, countenanced by the government, were frill more openly put in Chap. I. 
execution : The mafs was every where rc-efi:abli!hed ; and marriage was declared 1 554· 

to be incompatible with any fpiritual office. It has been afferted by fome writers, 
that three fourths of the clergy were, at this time, deprived of their livings; 
tho' other hifi:orians, more accurate t, have efi:imated the number of fufferers to 
be far fhort of this proportion. Could any principles of law, jufi:ice or reafon be 
attended to, where fuperftition predominates; the priefi:s would never have been 
expelled for their paft marriages, which at that time were permitted by the Jaws of 
the kingdom. A vifitation was appointed, in order to refrore more perfectly the 
tnafs and the antient rites. Among or her articles the commiffioners were enjoined 
to forbid the oath of fupremacy to be taken by the clergy on their receiving any 
benefice :J:. It is to be obferved, that this oath had been eftablifhed by the laws 
of Henry the eighth, which were fiill in force. 

THis violent and fudden change of religion infpired the protefi:ants with great 
difcontent; and even affected indifferent fpecrators with concern, by the hard-
fhips, to which fo many individuals were on that account expofed. But the ~een's mar
Spa 1ifl1 match was a point of more general concern, and diffufed univerfal ap- ~~Tif ~vith 
prehenuons for the liberty and independance of the nation. To obviate all cla- P 
Incur, the articles of marriage were drawn as favourable as poffible for the interefr 
and fecurity, and even grandeur of England. It was agreed, that tho' Philip 
fho~lld have the title of King, the adminifl:ration fhould be entirely in the ~1een ; 
that no foreigner il1ould be capable of enjoying any office in the Kingdom ; that 
no innovation ihould be made in the Englifh laws, cuftoms and privileges; that 
Philip lbGuld not carry the ~1een abroad without her confent, nor any of her 
children without the confent of the nobility; that fixty thoufand pounds a year 
1l1ould be fettled on her as her jointure ; that the male ifrue of this marriage 
ihould inherit, together with England, both Burgundy and the Low Countries; 
and that, if Don Caries, Philip's fon by his former marriage, ilwuld die and his 
line be extinct, the ~1een's iffue, whether male or f~:male, fhould inherit Spain, 
Sicily, Milan, and all the other dominions of Philip *. Such was the treaty of ~ .~th January. 
marriage figned by count Egmont, and four other ambaifadors fent over to Eng-
land by the emperor. 

THEsE articles, when publifhed, gave no fatisfaction to the nation : It was 
unive·rfally faid, that the emperor, in order to get poifeffion of England, would 
:verbally agree to any terms; and the greater advantage there appeared in the 

t Harmer, p. 138. 
:Sleidan, Lb. z 5. 

:t Collier, vol. ii. p. 364. Fox, vol. iii. p. 38. IIeylin, p. 35· 
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Cnap. r. conditions which he granted, the more certainly might it be concluded, that he-

1 551· had no ferious intention of obferving them: That the ufual fraud and ambition 

of that monarch might affure the nation of fuch a conduct ; and his fon Philip, 

while he inherited thefe vices from his father, added to them tyranny, fullennefs, 

pride, and barbarity, more dangerous vices of his own : That England would 

become a province, and a province to a kingdom which ufually exercifed the 

mofr violent authority over all her dependant dominions: That the Netherlands, 

Milan, Sicily, Naples groaned under the burthen of Spani!h tyranny ; and 

throughout all the new conquefls in America there had been difplayed fcenes of 

unrelenting cruelty, hitherto unknown in the hifrory of tnankind : That the in

quifition was a tribunal invented by that tyrannical nation; and would infallibly, 

with all their other laws and infiitutions, be introduced into England : And that 

the divi ied fentiments of the people with regard to religion would fubjeB. multi

tudes to this iniquitous tribuna}, and would reduce the whole nation to the moft 

abject fervitude *. 
THESE complaints, being diffufed thro' the whole people, prepared the nation 

for a rebellion; and had any fortign power given them encouragement, or any 

great man appeared to head them ; the confequences might have proved fatal te 

the ~een's authority. But the King of France, tho' engaged in hoftilities with 

the emperor, refufed to concur in any propofal for an infurrection ; left he fhould 

afford Mary a pretence for declaring war againft him. And the more prudent 

part of the nobility thought, that, as the evils of the Spanifh alliance were only 

dreaded at a difrance, n1atters were not yet fully prepared for a general revolt. 

Some perfons, however, more turbulent than the reft, believed, that it would be 

fafer to prevent than to redrefs grievances ; and they framed a confpiracy to rife 

".ri~t's infur- in arms, and declare againft the ~1een's marriage with Philip. Sir Thomas 

:rttlion. Wiat propofed to raife Kentt Sic Peter Carew, Devonfhire ; and they engaged the 

duke of Suffolk, by the hopes of recovering the crown for the lady Jane~ to 

attempt raifing the midland counties t. Carew's impatience or apprehenfions 

cng:1ged him to bre~k the conce-rt, and to rife in arms btfore the day appointed: 

fie was foon fuppreffed by the earl of Bedford, and advifed to fly into France. 

On this intelligence, Suffolk, dreading an arreft, fuddenly )eft the town, with his 

brothers, the lord rrhomas, and lord Leonard Gray; and endeavoured to raife the 

peo le in the counties of W arwic and Leicefter ; where his intereft lay: But h..e 

\\as io c rely purfued by the earl of Huntingdon, at the head of 300 horfe, that 

he was obli0 ed to difperfe his retainers, and being difcovered in his retreat, he was 

• He~ lin, p. 32. Burnet, vel. ii. p. z6S. Godwin, p. 339• 
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led prifoner to London+. Wiat was at firft more fuccefsful in his attempt ·, Ch r + ap •• 
and having publi!hed a declaration at Maidfl:one in Kent, againfr the ~een's •) 54 .. 
evil counfellors and againft the Spani!h match, without any mention of religion, 
the people began to gather under his fiandard. The duke of Norfolk with Sir 
Henry Jernegan was fent againfi: him, at the head of the guards and fome other 
troops, reinforced with 500 Londoners commanded by Bret: And he came 
within fight of the rebels at Rochefter, where they had fixed their head quarters. 
Sir George Harper ' here pretended to defert from them ; but having fecretly 
gained Bret, thefe two perfons fo wrought on the Londoners, that that whole 
body deferred to \Viat, and declared that they would not contribute to enflave 
their native country. Norfolk, dreading the contagion of this example, imme· 
ctiately retreatld with his troops, and took :fhelter in London*. 

AFTER this proof of the difpofitions of the people, efpecially of the Lon
doners, who were mofily proteftants, Wiat was encouraged to proceed ; and he 
led his forces to Southwark, where he required of the ~Jeen, that !he fhould 
put the Tower into his hands, !hould deliver four counfellors as hoflages, and 
in order to enfure the liberty of the nation, !hould immediately marry an Engli!h
man. Finding that the bridge was fecured againft him, and that the city was 
overawed, he marched up to Kingfton, where he p·dfed the river with 4000 

men ; and returning towards London, hoped to encourage his partizans, \Vho 
had engaged to declare for him. He had imprudently wafted fo much time at 
Southwark, and in his march from Kingfton, that the critical feafon, on which all 
popular corn motions depend, was entirely loft; and tho' he entered V'v7 efl:minfter 
without refiftance, his followers, finding that no perfon of note joined him, in
fenfibly fell off, and he was at !aft feized near 'femple-Bar by Sir Maurice Berk-
Jey t. Above feventy perfons fuffered for this rebellion : Four hundred were 6.h February. 

conduCted btfore the Queen with ropes about their necks ; and falling on their 
knees, received a pardon, and were difmiffed. w ·iat was condemned and exe Infurrl'Cl:on 
cured ; and as it had been reported, thar, on his examination, he had accufcd the fupprefied. 

lady Elizabeth and the earl of Devonfhire, as accomplice~, he took care on the 
fcaffold, before the whole people, fully to acquit them of having any !hare in his 
rebellion. 

THE lady Elizabeth had been, during fome time, treated with great harfhner.q 
by her fifl:er; and many fl:udied in fiances of difcouragement and difrefpect had 
been praCtifeJ againft her. She was ordered to tdke ple<ce at court after the 
countefs of Lenox, and the dutchefs of SdTblk, as if me were not legitimate: 

t Fox, vol. iii. p. 30. 
p. 3 t8. Hollino-llied, p. 1094~ 
p. 270. Stowc, p. 6:n. 

• He) li ., p. 33· GJdwin, p. 'H 1. StO\\'e, p. 61 9· Baker, 
·r Fox, vol. iii. p. 31. Heylin, p. 34• Burnet, vol ti. 
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Chap I. Her friends were difcountenanced on every occafion : And while her virtues, 

1 55 4- · which were now become very eminent, drew to her the attendance of all the 

young nobility, and rendered her the favourite of the nation, th~ malevolence of 

the · ~1een ftill difcovered itfdf every day by frefh fymptoms, and obliged the 

princefs to retire into the country. Mary feized the opportunity of this rebellion ; 

and hoping to involve her fifrer in fome appearance of guilt, fent for her under a 

ftrong guard, committed her to the Tower, and ordered her to be very ftrictly 

examined by the council. But the public declaration made by \Viat rendered it 

impraCticable to employ againft her any falfe evidence, which might have offered ; 

and the princefs made fo good a defence, that the Qyeen found herfelf under a 

neceffity of difmiffing her *. In order to fend her out of the kingdom, a mar

riage was propofed to her with the duke of Savoy; and when fhe declined gi

ving her confent, fhe was committed to cuftody under a very fl:rong guard, at 

Wodeftoke. The earl of Devonlliire, tho' equally innocent, was confined 1n 

Fotheringay caftle . 

. BuT this rebellion proved ftill more fatal to the lady Jane Gray, as well as 

to her hufband ; The duke of Suffolk's guilt was imputed to her ; and tho' the 

rebels and rnalecontents feetned chiefly to reft their hopes on the lady Elizabeth 

. and the earl of Devonfhire, the Q~..1een, incapable of generofity or clemency, de

termined to remove every perfon, from whom the Jeaft danger could be appre· 

hended. Warning was given the lady J ane to prepare for death; a doom which 

fhe had long expeB:ed, and which the innocence of her Jife, as well as the tnif

fortunes to which £he had been expofed, rendered no unwelcome news to her. 

The ~.1een's bigotted zeal, under colour of tender mercy to the prifoner's fou1, 

induced her to fend divines, who molefted her with perpetual difputation ; and 

even a reprieve of three days was granted her, in hopes that fhe would be per

fuaded, during that time, to pay, by a timely converfion, fome regard to her 

eternal welfare. The lady J ane had prefence of n1ind, in thofe melancholy cir

cumftances, not only to defend her religion by all the topics then in ufe, but alfo 

to write a letter to her fifter t in the Greek language ; in which, befides fending 

her a copy of the fcriptures in that tongue, fhe exhorted her to maintain, in every 

JzthFcbruary fortune, a like fteddy perfeverance. On the day of her execution, her hllfband, 

the lord Guilford, defired permiilion to fee her; but fhe refufed her confent, and 

fent him word, that the tendernefs of their parting would overcome the fortitude 

of both, and would too much unbend their minds from that conftancy, which 

their approaching end required of then1 : Their feparation, fhe faid, would be 

* Godwin, p. 34-3· Burnet, vol. ii. p. 273· Fox~ vol. iii. p. 99, 105. Strype's Mem. vol. i :i. 

p. 85. t Fox, vol. iii. p. 35· Heylin, p. 166. 
only 
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()nfy for a moment; and they would foon rejoin each other in a fcene, where Chap. r. 
their affections would be for ever united, and where death, difappointment, and 1 554· 
tnisfortunes could no longer have accefs to them, or diilurb their eternal felicity :f:. 

IT had been intended to execute the lady J ane and lord Guilford together on 
the fame fcaffold at Tower· hill ; but the council, dreading the compaffion of the 
people for their youth, beauty, innocence, and noble birth, changed their orders, 
and gave directions that fhe fhould be behe~ded within the verge of the Tower. Execution ofl 
She faw her hufband led to execution; and having given him fi·om the window ~dy Jane 

fome token of her remembrance, 1he waited with tranquillity till her own ap- ray. 

pointed hour lhould bring her to a like fate. She even faw his head1efs body 
carried back in a cart, and found herfelf more confirmed by the reports, which 
1he heard of the conftancy of his end, than lhaken by fo tender and melancholy 
a fpeEtacie. Sir John Gage, conftable of the Tower, when he led her to exe- · 
cution, defired her to beftow on him fome fmall prefent, which he might keep 
as a perpetual memorial of her : She gave him her table-book, where fhe had 

jufi: wrote three fentences on feeing her hufband's dead body; one in Greek, 
another in Latin, a third in Englilh *. The purport of them was, that human 
jufrice was againfi: his body, but the divine mercy would be favourable to his 
1ou1 ; and that if her fault deferved puni!hment, her youth at leaft, and her im
prudence were worthy of excufe; and that God and pofi:erity, fhe trufied, would 
1how her favour. On the fcaffold, fhe made a fpeech to the bye-fi:anders, in which 
the mildnefs of her difpofition led her to take the blame entirely on herfelf, with
out uttering one complaint againft the feverity, with which the had been treated. 
She faid, that her offence was not the having laid her hand upon the crown, but 
the not rejecting it with fufficient conftancy : That fhe had lefs erred thro' am
bition than thro' reverence to her parents, whom fhe had been taught to refpeB: 
and obey: That fhe willingly received death, as the only fatisfat1ion which 11 e 
couid now make to the injured ftate; and tho' her infringement of the laws had 
been conftrained, fhe would fhow, by her voluntary fubmiffion to their fentence, 
that fhe was defirous to attone for that difobedience, into which too much filial 
piety had betrayed her : That fhe had jufily deferved this punifhment for being 
made the inftrument, tho' the unwilling inftrument, of the ambition of others : 
And that the ftory of her life, fhe hoped, might at leail: be ufefuJ, by proving 
that innocence excufes not great mifdeeds, if they tend any way to the defrruB:ion 
of the commonwealth. After uttering thefe words, fhe caufed her~ If to be dif
roiJed by her women ; and with a fi:eddy fer ne countenance fubmitted herfelf to 
the executioner t. 

t HeyJin, p. 16i. Baker. p. ~ 19 . * H eyl in, F• 167 
ox, vo!. ii i. P· s6, 37· Hol:ingfl ed, p. I0'"; 9· 

t f:leylin, p. 167. 
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THE duke of Suffolk was tried, condemned, and executed foon after ; and 
would have met with more compaffion, had not his temerity been the caufe of 
his daughter's untimely death. The lord Thomas Gray loft his life for the fame 
crime. Sir Nicholas Throckmorton was tried in Guildhall; but there appearing 
no f.1tisfatl:ory evidence againfi: him, he was able, by making an admirable de
fence, to obtain a verdiCt of the jury in his favour. The Q.1een was fo enraged 
at this difappointment, that, inflead of releafing him as the law required, !he re· 
committed him to the 1"'ower, and kept him in clofe confinement during fome 
time. But her refentment flopped not here : 'The jury, being fummoned befcre 
the council, were all of them fent to prifon, and afterwards fined, fome of them 
a thoufand pounds, others two thoufand a-piece*. This illegal violence pro
ved fatal to feveral, among others to Sir John Throckmorton, brother to Sir Ni
cholas, ~ho was condemned on no better evidence than had been formerly rejetl:ed. 
The ~een filled the Tower, and a1l the prifons with nobility and gentry, whon1 

their intereft with the people, rather than any appearance of guilt, had made the 
objeCts of her fufpicion. And finding, that !he was become extremely odious to 
the nation, fhe was refolved to difable them from refiftance, by ordering general 
mufters, and directing the commiffioners to feize their arms, and lay them up in 

forts and caa les. 
1'Ho' the government laboured under fo general an odium, the ~een's autho· 

rity had received fuch an increafe from the fuppreffion of Wiat's rebellion, that 
the minitlry hoped to find a very compliant difpofition in the new Parliament, 

A Parliament. which was fummoned to affemble. The emperor alfo, in order to facilitate the 
sth April. fame end, had borrowed no lefs a fum than 40o,ooo pounds which he had fent 

over to England, to be dHhibuted in bribes ar.d penGons among the members : 
A pernicious praClice, of which there had not hitherto been any infrance in 
England. And not to give the public any alarm with regard to the church 
bnds, the Q1een, notwithftanding her bigotry, re fumed her legal title of fu
·preme head of the church, which fhe had dropped three months before. Gar
diner, the chancellor, opened the ftffion by a fpeech ; in which he aiferted the 
~een's hereditlry title to the crown ; maintained her right to choole a hufband 
for herfelf ; obferved how proper an ufe fhe had made of that right, by prefer
ring an old ally, defcended fr01n the houfe of Burgundy; and remarked the 
failure of Henry the eighth's pofrerity, of whom there now remained none but 
the ~een and the lady Elizabeth. He added, thar, in order to obviate the in-

• Fox, vol. iii. p. 99· Stowe, p. 624. Baker, p. 320. Hollingfhcd, p. 110+, 1121. Strype, 

vol. ili. p. 1 20 .• 6 conveniences, 
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conveniences, which might arife from different pretenders, it was neceffary to 
inveft the ~een, by law, with a power of dilpofing of the crown, and of ap
pointing her fucceffor: A power, he faid, which was not to be regarded as a new 
thing in England, fince it had formerly been conferred on Henry the eighth t. 

THE Parliament were much difpofed to gratify the ~een in all her defires; 
but when the liberty, independency, and very being of the nation were brought 
into fuch vifible danger, they could not by any means be brought to compli
ance~ They knew both the inveterate hatred which fhe bore the lady Elizabeth, 
and her devoted attachment to the houfe of Auftria: They were acquainted with 
her extreme bigotry, which would lead her to poftpone all confiderations of juftice 
or national intereft to the eftabJifhment of the catholic religion: They remarked, 
that Gardiner had carefully avoided, in his fpeech, the giving to Elizabeth the 
appellation of the ~een' s fifter ; and they thence concluded, that a defign was 
formed of excluding her as illegitimate: They expected, that Mary, if invefted 
with fuch a power as fhe required, would make a will in her hufband's favour, 
and thereby render England for ever a province of the Spanifh monarchy : And 
they were the more alarmed with thefe projects, when rhey heard, that Philip's 
defcent from the houfe of Lancafter was carefully infifted on, and that he was 
publickly reprefented as the true and only heir by right of inheritance. 

THE Parliament, therefore, aware of their danger, were determined to keep 
at a diftance from the precipice, which lay before them. They could not avoid 
ratifying the articles of marriage*, which were drawn very favourable for Eng
land ; but they declined paffing any fuch Jaw as the chancellor pointed out to 
them : They would not fo much as declare it treafon to imagine or attempt the 
death of the ~een's husband, while fhe was alive; and a bill introduced for 
that purpofe was laid afide after the firft reading. The more effeCtually to cut 
off Philip's hopes of exerting any authority in England, they paifed a law, in which 
they declared, " that her majefty as their only ~een, fhould folely and as a 
" foie Queen, enjoy the crown and fovereignty of her realms, with all the pre
" eminences, dignities, and rights thereto belonging, in as large and ample a 
'' manner after her n1arriage as before, without any title or claim accruing to the 
" prince of Spain, either as tenant by co.urtefy of the realm, or by any other 

" means :J:." 
A J.A w paifed in this Parliament for re-erecting the bifhopric of Durham, 

which had been diifolved by the laft Parliament of Edward §. The QEeen had 

t Carte, vol. iii. p. 310. from Ambatr. de Noailles. • I Mar. Pari. z. cap. z. 
l Ibid. cap. I. § lb. cap. 3· 
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Chap. r. already, by an exertion of her abfolute power, put Tonftal in poffeffion of that 
155 4. fee: But tho' it was ufual at that time for the crown to affume authority which 

might reem entirely legiflative, it was always deemed mote fafe and fatisfaCl:ory 
to procure the iantl:ion of Parliament. Bills were introduced for fupprelling erro
neous opinions contained in books, and for reviving the law of the fix articles, 
together with thofe againft the Lollards, againft herefy and erroneous preaching : 
But none of thefe laws could pafs the two houfes. A proof, that the Parliament 
had referves even in their conceffions with regard to religion ; about which they 
feem to have been lefs fcrupulous. The QEeen, therefore, finding that they 

5th l Tay. would not ferve all her purpofes, fini01ed the feffion by diffolving them. 

l\1AR y's thoughts were now entirely employed about receiving Don Philip, 
whofe arrival fhe hourly expeCted. This princefs, who had lived fo many years 
in a very referved and private manner, without any profpeCl: or hopes of a huf- . 
band, was fo fmit with afleCl:ion for her young fpoufe, whom !he had never feen, 
that fhe, waited with the utmoft impatience for the completion of the marriage; 
and every obflacle was to her a fource of anxiety and difcontent *. She com
plained of Philip's delays as affected ; and fhe could not conceal her vexation, 
that, tho' ihe brought him a kingdom as a dowry, he treated her with fuch ne
glett, that he had never yet favoured her with a fingle letter. Her fondnefs 
was but the more encreafed by this fupercilious treatment ; and when fhe found 
that her fubjeCts had entertained the greateft averfion for the event, to which fhe . 
directed her fondeft wifhes, fhe made the whole Engli!h nation the objeCt of her 
refentment. A fquadron, under the command of lord Effingham, had been 
fitted out to convoy Philip from Spain, where he then refided ; but the admiral 
informing her, that the difcontents ran very high among the feamen, and that 
it was not fafe for Philip to entruft himfelf into their hands, fhe gave orders to 

difmifs them. She then dreaded, that the French fleet, being mafters of the 
fca, might intercept her hufband ; and every · rumour of danger, every blaft of 
wind, threw her into panics and convulfions. Her health, and even her under
fianding, were vifibly impaired by this extreme impatience ; and £he was ftruck 
with a new apprehenfion, left her perfon, impaired by time, and blafted by fick
nefs, 01ould render her lefs acceptable to her future fpoufe. Her glafs difcovered 
to her how hagard fi1e was become, and when fhe remarked the decay of her 
perfon, £he knew not whet her fhe ought more to defire or apprehend the ar-
ival of Philip: 

• Strype, vol. iii. p. I 2 5. 
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AT laft came the moment fo impatiently expected ; and news were brought Cl}ap. T. 
the ~een of Philip's arrival at Southampton*. A few days after, they were . 1554· 

married in Weftminfrer; and having made a pompous entry into London, where zgth July. 

Philip difplayed his wealth with great oftentation, fhe carried him to Wind- Philip's arri

for, the palace in which they afterwards refided. The prince's behaviour lald in Eng
was ill calculated to cure the prejudices, which the Englifh nation had entertained an.' 

againft him. He was diftant and referved in his addrefs ; took no notice of the 
falutes even of the moft confidera91e noblemen ; and fo entrenched himfelf in 
forms and ceremonies, that he was in a manner inacceffible t : But this circum-
ftance rendered him the more acceptable to the ~een, who defired to have no 
company but her hufband's, and who was impatient when_ fhe met with any in-
terruption to her fondnefs. The fhortefl: abfence gave her vexation ; and when 
he fhowed civilities to any other woman, fhe could not conceal her jealoufy and 
refentment. 

THE ~een foon found, that Philip's ruling paffion was ambition ; and that 
the only method of gratifying him and fecurin.g his affeCtions was to render 
him mafter of England. 1'he intereft and ltberty of her people were confidera
tions of fmall moment, in comparifon of her obtaining this favourite point •. 
She ft1mmoned a new Parliament, in hopes of finding them entirely compliant ; 
and that :fbe might acquire the greater authority over them, fhe imitated the 
precedent of the former reign, and wrote circular letters directing a proper choice 
of members t. The zeal of the catholics, the influence of Spanifh gold, the 12th No,·em.; 
powers of prerogative, the difcouragement of the gentry, particularly of the ber. 

protefiants ; all thefe caufes, feconding the intrigues of Gardiner, had procured 
her a houfe of commons whicli was, in a great meafure, to her fatisfaB:ion ; and 
it was thought, from the difpofition of the nation, that :fbe might now fafely 
omit, in her fummons of the Parliament, the title of fupreme head of the church, 
tho' infeparably annexed by law to the crown of England §. Cardinal Pole 
was arrived in Flanders, invefted with legantine power from the pope: In 
order to prepare the way for his arrival in England, the Parliament paired an 
aB: reverfing his attainder, and reftoring his blood; and the Qf!een, difpenfing 
with the old ftatute of provifors, granted him permiffion to aB: as legate. The 

* Fox, vol. iii. p. 99· Heylin, p. 39• Burnet, .vo1. iii. p. 392. Godwin, p· 345· We are told 
by Sir William Monfon, p. 225, that the admiral of England fired at the Spani!h navy, when Philip 
was on board; becau(e they had 'not lowered their topfails, as a mark of deference to the Engli!h na
vy in the narrow feas. A very fpirited behaviour, and very unlike thofe times. 

t Baker, p. 320. t Mem. of Cranm. p. 344· Strype's Eccl. Mem, vol. iii. p. 154, 
I 5}. § Burnet, vol. ii. p. 29 I. Strype, vol. iii. p. 155. · 
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cardinal came over to London ; and after being introduced to the King and 

~een, he invited the Parliament to reconcile themfelves and the kingdom 

to the apoftolic fee, from which they had been fo long and fo unhappily fe

parated. This meffage was taken in good part ; and both houfes voted an ad

drefs to Philip and Mary, acknowledging that they had been guilty of a moft 

horrible defeCl:ion from the true church; profeffing a fincere repentance for their 

pail: tranfgreffions ; declaring their refolution to repeal all laws enacted in preju

dice of the church of Rome ; and praying their majefl:ies, that fince they were 

happily uninfefted with that criminal fchifm, they would intercede with the holy 

father for their abfolution and forgivenefs 11· Their requeft was eafily granted. 

The legate, in name of his holinefs, gave the Parliament and kingdom abfoiu

tion, freed them from all cenfures, and received them again into the bofom of 

the church. The pope, then J ulius the third, being informed of thefe tranfac

tions, faid, that it was an unexamp1ed inftance of his felicity, to receive thanks 

from the Englifh, for allowing them to do what he ought to give them thanks 

for performing §. 

NoTWITHSTANDING the extreme zeal of thofe times, for and againft popery, 

the object always uppermoft with the nobility and gentry, was their money 

and eftates ; and they were not brought to make thefe conceffions in favour of 

Rome, till they had received repeated affurances, from the pope as well as the 

~een, that the plunder which they had made of the ecclefiaftics, 1hould never 

be enquired into ; and that the abbey and church lands 1hould remain with the 

prefent poffeifors •. But not trufting altogether to thefe promifes, the Parlia

ment took care, in the law itfelf t, by which they repealed the former ftatutes en

acted againft the pope's authority, to infert a claufe, in which, befides beftowing va

lidity on all marriages celebrated during the fchifm, and fixing the right of in

cumbents to their benefices, they gave fecurity to the poffelfors of church lunds, 

and freed them from all danger of ecclefiaftical cenfures. The convocation alfo, 

in order to remove all apprehenfions on that head, were induced to prefent a peti

tion to the fame purpofe :1: ; and the legate, in his mafter's name, ratified all thefe 

tranfaClions. It now appeared, that, notwithftanding the efforts of the ~een 

and King, the power of the papacy was effectually fuppreffed, and invincible 

barriers fixed againft its re-eftablifhment. For tho' the jurifdiCl:ion of the eccle

£aftics was, for the prefent, refrored, their property, on which their power much 

U Fox, vol. iii. p. 3· Heylin, p. 42. Burnet, vol. ii. p. 293• Godwin, p. 24-7'· 

§ Father Paul, lib. iv. "" Heylin, p. 41. t t & 2 Phil. & Mar. c. 8. 

:t Heylin, r~ 43· 1 & 2 PhiJ. & Mar. c. 8. Strype, vol. iii. p. •59• 
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depended, was irretrievably loft, and no hopes remained of recovering it. Even 
thefe arbitrary, powerful, and bigotted princes, while the tranfactions were yet re
cent, could not regain to the church her poffeffions fo lately ravifhed from her ; 
and no expedients were left the clergy for enriching themfelves, but thofe which 
they had at firft practifed, and which had required many ages of ignorance, bar
barifm, and fuperftition to operate their effect on mankind IJ. 

THE Parliament having fecured their own polfeffions, were more indifferent 
with regard to religion, or even the lives of their fellow citizens ; and they re
vived the old fanguinary laws againft heretics*, which had been rejected in the 
former Parliament. They alfo enacted feveral laws againft feditious words and 
rumours t ; and they made it treafon to imagine or attempt the death of Philip, 
during his marriage with the ~een :j:. Each Parliament hitherto had been in
duced ro go a ftep farther than their predeceffors; but none of them had entirely 
loft all regard to national interefts. Theil' hatred againft the Spaniards, as well 
as their fufpicion of Philip's pretenfions, fiill prevailed; and tho' the Queen at
tempted to get her l1uiband declared prefumptive heir of the crown, and to have 
the adminiftration put into his hands ; fhe failed in all her hopes, and could not 
fo much as procure the Parliament's confent to his coronation §. All attempts 
likewife to obtain fubfidies from the commons, in order to fupport the emperor 
in his war againft France, proved fruitlefs ; and the ufual animofity and jealoufy 
of the Englifh againft that kingdom, feemed to have given place, for the pre
fent, to like paffions againft Spain. Philip, fenfible of the prepoffeffions enter .. 
tained againft him, endeavoured to acquire popularity, by procuring the releafe 
of feveral prifoners of diftintl:ion ; the lord Henry Dudley, Sir George Harper,. 
Sir Nicholas Throckmorton, Sir Edmond Warner, Sir William St. Lo, Sir Ni
c~wlas Arnold, Harrington, Tremaine, who had been confined from the fufpi-

11 The pope at firft gave cardinal Pole po\\·ers to tranfaa only with regard to the paft fruits of the 
church lands; but being admoni!h.ed of the danger attending any attempt towards a refumption of 
the lands, he enlarged the cardinal's power, and granted him authority to enfure the future poffeffion 
of the church lands to the prefent proprietors. There was only one claufe in the cardiml's powers 
that has given occ-d1on for fome fpecubtion. An exception was made of fuch cafes as Pole ~ould 
think important enough to merit the being communicated to the holy fee. But Pole fimply ratified 
the polfeffion of the whole church lands ; and his cornmiffion had given him full powers to that pur
pofe. See Harleyan Mifcellany, vol. vii. p. z64, 266. It is true, fame councils have declared, that 
it exceeds even the power of the pope to alienate any church lands; and thP. pope, according to his. 
convenience, may either adhere to or recede from this dedaration. 

• t & .z Phil. & Mar. c. 6. t Ibid. t .. 3, 9 .. t 1 & z Phi.l. & Mar. c. to. 
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cions or refentment of the court 11· But nothing was more agreeable to .the na· 

tion than his proteCtion of the lady Elizcibeth, from the fpite and malice of the 

Q een, and the reft:oring her to liberty. This meafure was not the effeCt of any 

generofity in· Philip, a fentiment of which he was wholly incapable; but of a re

fined policy, which made him forefee, that, if that princefs were put to death, 

the next lawful heir was the Queen of Scots, whofe fucceffion would for ever an

nex England to the crown of France. The earl of Devonfhire alfo reaped fome . 

enefit from the affeCl:cd popularity of Philip, and recovered his liberty : But that 

nobleman finding himfe1f expofed to fufpicion, begged permiffion t0 travel *; 

ar.d he foon after died in Padua, from poifon, as is pretended, given him by the 

imperialiil:s. l-Ie was the elevent~ and ]aft earl of Devonfhire of that noble fa

n1ily, allied to the royal family of France. 

THE ~een's extreme deflre of having iffue, had made her fondly give credit 

to any appearance of her pregnancy ; and when the legate was introduced to her, 

!he fancied, that f11e felt the embryo ftir in her womb. Her flatterers compared 

this motion of the infant to that of John the Baptifr, who leaped in his mother's 

belly at the falutation of the virgin t. Difpatches were immediately fent to in. 

form foreign courts of this event : Orders were iifued to give public thanks : 

Great rejoicings were made : The family of the young prince was already fet

tled :J: ; for the Catholics held themfehres affured that the child was to be a male : 

And Bonner, Bifhop of London, made public prayers be faid, that Heaven 

would pleafe to render him beautiful, vigorous and witty. But the· nation re

mained frill fomewhat incredulous; and men were perfuaded that the Qyeen 

laboured under infirmities, which rendered her incapable of having children. 

Her infant proved only the commencement of a dropfy, which the difor

dered ftate of her health had brought upon her. The belief, however, of her 

pregnancy was ftiJl maintained with all poffible care ; and was one artifice, by 

which Philip endeavoured to fupport his authority in the kingdom. The Par

liament paired a law, which, in cafe of the ~een's death, appointed him pro· 

tector during the minority; and the King and Q8een, finding they could ob· 

tain no further conceffions, came unexpectedly to Wefrminfter-Ha11, and dif

folved them. 

THERE happened a remarkable affair this feffion, which muft not be paffed 

over in filence. Several members of the lower houfe, diffatisfied with the mea

fures of the Parliament, but finding themfelves unable to prevent them, made a 

I 
11 Heylin, p. 39· Burnet, vol. ii. p. 287. Stowe, p. 6z6. 
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feceflion, in order to fhow their difapprobation, and refufed any longer to attend 
the houfe 11· For this inftance of contumacy, they were indicted in the King's
bench after the diffolution of the Parliament : Six of them fubmitted to the mer
cy of the court, and paid their fines : The reil: traverfed ; and the ~ueen died 
before the affair was brought to an iffue. Judging of the matter by the fubfe
quent pretenfions ... of the ho~fe of commons, and, indeed, by the true principles 
of a free government, this attempt of the ~1een's minifi:ers n1ufi: be regarded as 
a breach o( privilege ; but it gave little umbrage at that time, and was never cal
led in gueilion by any future houfe of commons which fat during this reign. 

C H A P. II. 

Reafins for and againfl Toleration.-Peifecutions.-A Parliament. 
-:the ~teen's extortions.-'The emperor rejigns his crown.-Exe
cution if Cranmer.-War with France.-Battle of St. ~tintin. 
-Calais taken by the French.--4/fat'rs of Scotland.-Marriage 
if' the Dauphin and the §(geen of Scots.-A Par!t'ament.-Death 
of the ~teen. 

HE fuccefs which Gardiner, from his cautious and prudent conduct, had 
met with in governing the Parliament, and engaging them both to ap

prove of the Spanifh alliance, and the re ·eftablifhment of the ancient religion, 
two points, to which, it was believed, they bore an extreme averfion, had fo 
faifed his character for wifdom and policy, that his opinion was - received as 
an oracle in ·the ~een's councils; and his authority, as it was always great in 
his own party, no longer fuffered any oppofition or controul. Cardinal Pole 
himfelf, tho' more beloved on account of his virtue and candour, and tho' fupe
·rior in birth and ftation, had not equa! weight in public deliberations; and while 
his learning, piety and humanity were extremely refpected, he was reprefented 
more as a good man than a great minifier. A very important queftion was fre
quently debated, before the ~1een and council, by thefe two ecclefiaftics; whe
ther the laws lately revived againfl: heretics !hould be put in execution, or fhc~uld 
only be employed to reflrain, by terror, the bold attempts of thefe zealots. 
Pole was very fincere in his religious principles; and tho' his moderation had made 

!l Coke's Inftitute•, partiv. p. 17. StrYfe:s Memor. vol. iii. p. 165. 
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him be fufpetl:ed at Rome of a tendency towards Lutheranifm ; he was ferioutly 

perfuaded of the catholic dotl:rines, and thought that no confideration of human 

policy ought ever to come in competition with fuch important interefts. Gar

diner, on the contrary, had always made his religion fubfervient to his fchemes 

of fafety or advancement; and by his unlimited complaifance to Henry, he had 

1hown, that, had he not been pufhed to extremity under the late n1inority, he 

was fufficiently difpofed to make a facrifice of his principles to the eftablilhed theo

logy. This was the well known charaCter of thefe two great counfellors ; yet 

fuch is the prevalence of temper above fyftem, that the benevolent difpofition of 

Pole led him to advife a toleration of the heretical tenets which he highly blamed ; 

while the fevere manners of Gardiner inclined him to fupport~ by perfecution, 

that religion which, at the bottom, he regarded with great indifference*. This 

circumftance of public conduCt was of the higheft importance ; and from being 

the object of deliberation in the council, it foon became the fubjeet of difcourfe 

throughout the nation. We fhall reprefent, in a few words, the topics by which 

each fide fupported, or might have fupported, their fcheme of policy; and lhall 

difplay the oppofite reafons which have been employed, with regard to an argu

ment that ever has been, and ever will l::e fo much canvalfed. 

THE practice of perfecution, faid the defenders of Pole's opinion, is the fcan

dal of all religion ; and the theological animofity, fo fierce and violent, far from 

being an argument of mens conviCtion in their oppofite tenets, is a certain proof, 

that they have never reached any ferious perfuafion with regard to thefe remote 

and fublime fubjects. Even thofe who are the moft impatient of contradiction in 

other controverfies, are mild and moderate in comparifon of polemical divines ; 

and wherever a man's knowledge and experience give him a perfeCt afiilrance of 

his own opinion, he regards with contempt, rather than anger, the oppofition 

and miftakes of others. But while men zealoully maintain what they neither 

clearly comprehend, nor entirely believe, they are fhaken in their imagined faith, 

by the oppofite perfuafion, or even doubts of other men ; and vent on their an. 

tagonifts that impatience which is the natural refult of fo difagreeable a fiate of 

the underftanding. They then embrace eafily any pretence for reprefenting op

ponents as impious c.nd prophane ; and if they can alfo find a colour for con

neCting this violence with the interefts of civil government, they can no longer be 

reflr.ained from giving uncontrouled fcope to vengeance and refentment. But 

furely never enterprize was more unfortunate than that of founding perfecution 

upon policy, or endeavouring, for the fake of peace, to fettle an entire uni

formity ,of opinion, in queftions which, of all others, are Ieaft fubjeCted eo 

• Heylin, p. 47· 
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the criterion of human reafon. The univerfal and uncontradicted prevalence of 
one opinion in religious fubjeCl::s, can only be owing at firfi: to the fi:upid igno
rance and barbarifm of the people, who never indulge themfe1ves in any fpecula
tion or enquiry; and there is no other expedient for maintaining that uniformity, fo 
fondly fought after, but by banifhing for ever all curiofity and all improvement 
in fcience and cultivation. It may not, indeed, appear difficult to check, by a 
fteady feverity, the fir£1: beginnings of controverfy; but befide3 that this policy 
expofes for ever the people to all the abject terrors of fuperfi:ition, and the magi
fi:rate to the endlefs encroachments of ecclefiafi:ics, it alfo renders men fo delicate, 
that they can never endure to hear of oppofition ; and they will fome time pay 
oearly for that falfe tranquillity in which they have been fo long indulged. As 
healthful bodies are ruined by too nice a regimen, and are thereby rendered inca
pable of bearing the unavoidable incidents of human life; a people who never w~re 
allowed to imagine, that their principles could be contefi:ed, fly out into the mofi: 
outrageous violence when any event (and fuch events are common) produces a 
faction among their clergy, and gives rife to any difference in tenet or opinion. 
But whatever n1ay be faid in favour of fuppreffing, by perfecution, the firfl: be
ginnings of herefy, no folid argument can be alledged for extending feveriry to
wards multitudes, or endeavouring, by capital punifhments, to extirpate an opi
nion, which has diffufed itfelf thro' men of every rank and ftation. Befides the 
extreme barbarity of fuch an attempt, it proves commonly ineffectual to the pur. 
pofe intended ; and ferves only to make men more obftinate in their perfuafion, 
and to encreafe the number of their profelytes. The melancholy with which the 
(ear of death, torture, and perfecution infpires the feCl::aries, is the proper difpo
fition for fotl:ering religious zeal: The profpect of eternal rewards, when brought 
near, overpowers the dread of temporal punilhment: The glory of martyrdom 
ftimulates all the mor furious zealots, efpecially the leaders and preachers: 
Where a violent animofity is excited oy oppreffion, men pafs naturally from hat
ing the perfons of their tyrants, to a more violent abhorrence of their doctrines : 
And the fpeCl:ators, moved with pity towards the fuppofed martyrs, are naturally 
feduced to embrace thofe principles which can infpire men with a confiancy that 
appears almoft fupernatural. Open the door to toleration, the mutual hatred re
laxes among the feCl:aries , their attachment to their particular religion decays ; 
the common occupations and pleafures of life fucceed to the acrimony of 
rlifputation; and the fame man, who, in other circumfiances, would have braved . 
flames and tortures, is engdged to change his religion from the fmalleft prof .. 
peel of favour and advancement, or even from the frivolous hopes of becom
ing more failiionable in his principles. If any exception can be admitted to this 
· y ~L. Ill. 3 C maxim 
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maxim of toleration, it will only be where a theology altogether new, nowife 
connected with the ancient religion of the ftate, is imported from foreign coun
tries, and may eafily, at one blow, be eradicated, without leaving the feeds of 
future innovations. But as this inftance would involve fame apology for the an
cient pagan perfecutions, or for the extirpation of Chriftianity in China and Ja
pan ; it ought furely, on account of this detefl:ed confequence, to be rather buried 

in eternal filence and oblivion. 
· TH o' thefe arguments appear entirely fatisfactory, yet fuch is the fubtilty of 
human wit, that Gardiner, and the other enem.ies to toleration, were not reduced 
to filence, and they fl:ill found topics on which to fupport the controverfy. The 
doB.rine, faid they, of liberty of confc;ence is founded on the moft flagrant im
piety, and fuppofes fuch an indifference among all religions, fuch an obfcurity in 
theological doctrines, as to render the church and magiftrate incapable of diftin-
gui!hing with certainty, the dictates of Heaven from the mere fitl:ions of _hu-· 
n1an imagination. If the Divinity reveals principles to mankind, he will furely 
give a criterion by which they may be afcertained; and a prince, who knowingly 
allows thefe principles to be perverted, or adulterated, is infinitely more criminal 
than if he gave permiffion for the vending of poifon, under the fhape of bread, 
to all his fubj ects. Perfecution may, indeed, feem better calculated to f!lake hy .. 
pocrite~ than converts; but experience teaches us, that the habits of hypocrify. 
often turn into reality; and the children at leaft, ignorant of their parents diffi .. 
mulation, may hapt:ily be educated in more orthodox tenets. It is abfurd, in op
pofition to confiderations of fuch unfpeakable importance, to plead the temporal 
and frivolous interefts of civil fociety ; and if matters be thoroughty examined, .. 
even that topic will not appear fo certain and univerfal in favour of toleration as by 
fome it is reprefented. Where feCl:s arife, whofe fundamental principle on all fides, .. 
is to execrate, and abhor, and damn, ·and extirpate each other; what choice has". 
the magifl:rate left but to take party, and by rendering one feel: entirely prevalent, _ 
reftore, at leaft for a time, the public tranquillity ? The political body, being. 
here fickly, muft not be treated as if it were in a ftate of found health; and an 
affected neutrality in the prince, or even a cool preference, may ferve only to en- 
c·ourage the hopes of all the feB:s, _and keep alive their animofity. The pro- . 
teftants, far from tolerating the religion of their anceftors, regard it as an impi- . 
ous and deteftable idolatry ; and during the late minority, when they were en
tirely mafters, enacred very fevere, tho' not capital, punifhments againfl: all ex
ercife of the catholic worfhip, and even againft fuch as barely abftained from their
profane rites and facraments. Nor are inftances wanting of their endeavours to 
fecure an imagined orthodoxy by the m oft· rigorous executions : Calvin has . 
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burned Servetus at Geneva: Cranmer brought Arians and Anabaptifi:s to the 
flake : And if perfecution of any kind is to be admitted, the mofl: bloody and 
violent will furely be allowed the moa jufi:ifiable, as the moft effectual. Impri
fonments, fines, confifcations, whippings, ferve only to irritate the feB:s, with-
out difabling them .. from refiftance : But the ftake, the wheel, or the gibbet, mufl: 
foon terminate in the extirpation or bani!hment of all the heretics, who are in-
dined to give difturbance, and in the entire filence and fubmiffion of the reft. 

THE arguments of Gardiner being more agreeable to the cruel bigotry of Mary 
and Philip, were better received ; and tho' Pole pleaded, as is affirmed *, the 
advice of the emperor, who recommended it to his daughter-in-law, not to 
practice violence againft the proteftants, and defired her to confider his own ex
ample, who, after endeavouring tluo' his whole life to extirpate herefy, had, in 
the end, reaped nothing but confufion and difappointment, the fcheme of tolera
tion was entirely rejected. It was determined to let loofe the laws in their full 
rigour againft the reformed religion; and England was foon filled with fcenes 
of horror, which have ever fince rendered the catholic religion the object of ge· 
neral deteftation, and which prove, that no human depravity can equal revenge 
and cruelty, covered with the mantle of religion. 

Ch:1p. If. 
I 55- • 

THE perfecutors began with Rogers, who was prebendary of St. Pauis, and VjoJcnt per
a man eminent in his party for virtue as well as for learning. Gardiner's plan was fecutic n in 

f En~Yland . firft to attack men o that charatter, whom, he hoped, terror would bend to fub- a 

miffion, and whofe example, either of punilhment or recantation, would natu-
rally have influence on the multitude : But he found a perfeverance and courage 
in Rogers, which it may feem fi:range to find in human nature, and of which all 
ages, and .all fecrs, do notwithfianding furnifh many examples. Rogers, be fide 
the care of his own prefervation, lay under other very powerful temptations to 
compliance: He had a wife, whom he tenderly loved, and ten children; yet 
fuch was his ferenity after his condemnation, that the jailors, it is faid, waked 
him from. a found fieep, when the hour of his execution approached. He had 
defired to fee his wife before he died; but Gardiner told him, that he was a priea·; 
he could not poffibly have a wife: Thus joining infult to cruelty. Rogers was 
,burnt in Smithfield t. 

HooP ER, bi!hop of Glocefi:er, had been tried at the fame time with Rogers; but 
was fent to his own diocefe to be executed. This circumftance was ·contrived to 

• Burnet, ~ol. ii. Heylin, p. 47· It is not likely, however, that CharJes gave any fuch advke: 
For he himfelf was at this very time proceeding with great violence in perfecuting the reformed in 
F landers. Bentivoglio, part i. lib. j, 
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{hike the greater terror into his flock; but it was a fource of fatisfa&ion to Hooper, 
who rejoiced in giving teftimony, by his death, to that doctrine which he had 

. formerly taught them. When he was tied to the ftake, a ftool was fet before 
him, and the Q!.1een's pardon laid upon it, which it was fi:ill in his power to 

merit by his recantation : But he ordered it to be removed ; and chearfully pre· 
pared himfelf for that dreadful punilhment to which he was fentenced. He 
fuffered it in its full feverity : The wind, which was vehement, blew the flame 
of the reeds from his body : The faggots were green, and did not kindle eafily : 
All his lower parts were confumed before his vitals were attacked : One of his 
hands dropt off: With the other he continued to beat his breaft: He was heard 
to pray and exhort the people, till his tongue, fwoJn with the violence of his 

. agony, could no longer permit him utterance. He was three quarters of an 
hour in torture, which he bore with inflexible conftancy :J:. 

SANDERS was burned at Coventry: A pardon was alfo offered him; but he 
rejected it, and embraced the flake, faying, " Welcome the crofs of Cht ill ; 
" welcome everlafting life." · Taylor, parfon of Hadley, was confumed by 
flames in that place, amidft his ancient friends and pariiliioners. \Vhen tied to 
the ftake, he repeated a pfalm in Engli!h : One of his guards ftruck him on the 
mouth, and bid him fpeak Latin : Another, in a rage, gave him a blow on the 
heJd with his halbert, which happily put an end to his torments. 

THERE was one Philpot, archdeacon of Winchefter, poffeffed of fuch zeal for 
<>rthodoxy, that having been engaged in a difpute with an Arian~ he fpit in his 
adverfary's face, to fhow the great deteftation which he had entertained againft 
that herefy. He afterwarJs wrote a treatife to juftify this unmannerly expreffion 
of zeal ; and he faiJ, that he was led to it, in order to relieve the farrow con
ceived from fuch horrid blafphemy, and to fignify how unworthy fuch a mif
creant was of being admitted into the fociety of any chnflian Jl. Philpot was a 
proteftant ; and falling now into the hands of people as zealous ·as himfdf, but 
more powerful, he was ~ondemned to the flames, and fuffered at Smithfield. It 
feems to be almoft a general rule, that, in all religions except the true, no 
man will fuffer martyrdom, who would not alfo inflict it willingly on all who dif
fer fron1 him. The fame zeal for fpeculative opinions is the caufe of both. 

TnE article upon which almoft all the protefiants were condemned, was, their 
refufal to acknowledge the real prefence. Gardiner, who had vainly expected 2 

that a few examples would ftrike a terror into the reformers, finding the work 
.daily multiply upon him, devolved the invidious office on others, chiefly on Ban· 

:t: Fox, vol. iii. p. 14-5, &c. Burnet, vol. ii. p. 30z. Heylin, p. 48, 49• Godwin, p. 349 .. 
Strype, vol. i ;;. p .. z6 I. and Coli. N°. 58. 
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ner, a man of profligate manners, and of a brutal character, who feemed to re
joice in the torments of the unhappy fufferers *. He fometimes whipped the pri .. 
foners with his own hands, till he was tired with the riolence of the exercife : 
He tore out the beard of a weaver, who refufed to relinquifh his religion ; and 
that he might give him a fpecimen of burning, he held his hand to the candle, 
till the finews and veins fhrunk and burft t. 

IT is needlefs to be particular in enumerating all the horrid crudties pracrifed 
in England during the courfe of three years that thefe perfecutions lafted : The 
favage barbarity on the one hand, and the patient conftancy on the other, are fo 
fimilar in all thefe martyrdoms, that the narration, very little agreeable in itfelf, 
would never be relieved by any variety. Human nature appears not, on any oc
cafion, fo ~eteftable, and at the fame time fo abfurd, as in thefe religious perfecu
tions, which fink men below infernal fpirits in wickednefs, and below the beafts 
in folly. A few inftances only may be worth preferving, in order, if poffible, to 
warn zealous bigots, for ever to avoid fuch odious and fuch fruitlefs barbarity. 

FERRAR, bifhop of St. David's, was burned in his own diocefe; and his ap
peal to cardinal Pole was not attended to :f:. Ridley, bi!hop of London, and 
Latimer, formerly bifhop of W orcefter, two prelates celebrated for learning and 
virtue, perifhed together in the fame flames at Oxford, and fupported each others 
conftancy by their mutual exhortations. Latimer, when tied to the ftake, called 
to his companion, " Be of good cheer, brother, we lhall this day kinale fuch 
" a torch in England, as, I truft in God, fhall never be extinguifhed. ,, The 
executioners had been fo merciful (for that clemency may more naturally be afcribed 
to thetn than to the religious zealots) as to tie bags of gunpowder about thefe 
prelat s, in order to put a fpeedy period to their tortures: The explolion imme
diately k illed Latimer, who was in an extreme old age: Ridley continued alive 
during fome time in the midft of the flames 11· 

ONE Hunter, a young man of nineteen, an apprentice, having been feduced 
by a prieft into a difpute, had unwarily denied the real prefence. Senfible of his 
danger, he immediately concealed himfelf; and Banner laying hold of his fa
ther, threatened him with the greateft feverities, if he did not produce the young 
man to fl:and his trial. Hunter, hearing the vexations to which his father was 
expofed, voluntarily delivered himfelf up to Banner, and was condemned to the 
flames by that barbarous prelate. 

T HvMAS Haukes, when conduB:ed to the ftake, agreed with his friends, that 
if he found the torture tolerable, he would make them a fignal to that purpof~ in 

tot Heylin, p. 47• 4~t t Fox, vol. iii. p. 187~ l Ibid. p. 216-. 

l!urnet1 vol. ii. p . .3 IS. Hey lin, p. 5 z. 
the 

Chap. H. 
1555· 



~ Chap. IT. 
IS 55• 
• 

'H I S T 0 R Y oF EN G L A N D. 

the midft of the flames. 1-Iis zeal for the caufe in which he fuffered, fo fLlpport.: 
\ ed him, that he ftretched out his arms, the fignal agreed on ; and in that pofl:ure 

.he expired *. This example, with many .others of like confl:ancy, encouraged 
,multitudes, not only to fuffer, but even to afpire to martyrdom. 

THE tender fex itfelf, as they have commonly a greater propenfity to religion, 
produced many inftances of the moft inflexible courage in fupporting the profef
fion of it, againft all the fury of the perfecutors. One execution in particular was 
attended with circumfl:ances which, even at that time, excited aftoniihment, by 
reafon of their unufual ba•barity. A woman in Guernfey, being near the time 
of her labour when brought to the ftake, was thrown into fuch agitation by the 
torture, that her belly burft, and 1he was delivered in the midft of the flames. 

One of the guards immediately fnatched the infant from the fire, and attempted 
to fave it: But a magiihate who ftood by, ordered it to be thrown back ; being 

determined, he faid, that nothing fhould furvive which fprung from fuch an ob
ftinate and heretical parent t. 

THE perfons condemned to thefe punilhments were not convicted for teaching, 
or dogmatizing, contrary to the eftablilhed religion : They were feized n1erely 
()n fufpicion ; and articles being offered them to fubfcribe, they were immediately,

upon their refufal, condemned to the flames :J:. Thefe inftances of barbarity, 
fo unufual in the nation, excited horror ; the conftancy of the martyrs was the 

object of admiration ; and as men have a principle of equity engraven in their 
minds, which even falfe religion is not able totally to obliterate, they were !hock

ed to fee perfons of probity, of honour, of pious difpofitions, expofed to pu
nifhments more fevere than were inflicted on the greateft ruffians, for crimes fub
verfive of civil fociety. To exterminate the whole proteftant party, was known 
to be impoffible; and nothing could appear more iniquitous, than to fubjeCl: to 
torture, the moft confcientious and courageous among them ; and allow the 
cowards and hypocrites to efcape. Each martyrdom, therefore, v. as equivalent 
to a hundred fer~ons againft popery; and men either avoided fuch horrid fpec

tacles, or returned from them full of a violent, tho' fecret, indignation againft 

the perfecutors. Repeated orders were fent from the council, to quicken the dili
gence of the magiftrates in fearching after heretics ; and, in fome places, the 

gentry were obliged to countenance, by their prefence, thefe barbarous execu
tions. Thefe violences tended only to render th~ Spaniih government daily more 
odious; and PhiJip, fenfible of the hatred which he incurred, endeavoured to 
remove the reproach from hin1felf by a very grofs artifice : He ordered his con-

• Fox, vol. iii. p. z6s. 
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feffor to deliver in his prefence a fer m on in favour of toleration : A doctrine Chap. II.' . 
fomewhat extraordinary in the mouth of a Spanilh friar [1. But the court, finding 1555· 

that Banner, however fhamelefs and favage, would not bear alone the whole infamy, 
I foon threw off the maik j and the unrelenting temper of the ~teen, as well as of 

the King, appeared without controul. A bold Llep was even taken towards the in
troduction of the inquifition into England. As the bifhops' courts, tho' extremely 
arbitrary, and not confined by any ordinary forms of law, appeared not to be inveft
ed with fufficient power, a commiffion was appointed, by authority of the Qt_1een's 
prerogative, more effectually to extirpate herefy. Twenty-one perfons were 
named; but any three were armed with the powers of the whole. The. corn
million runs in thefe terms: '' That fince many falfe rumours were publifhed 
" among the fubjeB:s, and many heretical opinions were alfo fpread among them, 
" therefore they \ 'ere to enquire into thofe, either by prefentments by witneffes, 
" or any other political way they could devife, and to fearch after all herefies ; 
" the bringers in, the fellers, the readers of all heretical books: They were to 
" examine and punifh all mifbehaviours or negligences, in any church or chap- 
" pel ; and to try all priefts that did not preach the facrament of the altar; all 
" perfons that did not hear mafs, or come to their parifh church to fervice, that 
" would not go in proceffions, or did not take holy bread or holy water: And . 
" if they found any that did obftinately perfift in fuch herefies, they were to put 
'' them into the hands of their ordinaries, to be punifhed according to the fpiri
,, tual Jaws: Giving the cotnmiffioners full power to proceed, as their difcre- -
'' tions and confciences fhould direct them, and to ufe all fuch means as they 
" would invent for the fearching of the premifes ; empowering them alfo to call 
" before them fuch witndfes as they pleafed, and to force them to make.oath of 
" fuch things as might difcover what they fought after*." Some civil powers . 
were alfo given the commiffioners to punifh vagabonds and quarrelfome perfons. 

To bring the methods of proceeding in England frill nearer the practice Qf the 
inquifition, . letters were written , to the lord North, and others, ,enjoining them, 
" To put to the torture fuch obftinate perfons as would not confefs, and there to 
'' order -them at their difcretion t." Secret fpies alfo, and informers, were em
ployed, according to the practice of that iniquitous tribunal. InftruEtions were 
given to the juftices of- peace, . " " '"That they fhould call fecretly before them one 
H or two honeft perfons within their limits, or more, at their difcretion, and 
" command them by oath, or otherwife, that they fhall fecretly learn and fearch l 

" out fuch perfons as fhall evil-behave themfelves in church, or idly, or !hall 
" defpife openly by words, the King's or ~een's proceedings, or go about .to , 

U Heylin, p. 56. ~ Bu.rnet, vol. ii. CoU. 32 •. t Burnet, vol. iii. p. 243. 
" make_ 
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" make any commotion, or tell any feditious tales or news. And alfo, that the 
~' fame perfons fo to be appointed, lhall declare to the fame juftices of peace, 
" the ill behaviour of lewd difordered perfons, whether it fhall be for ufing un
~' lawful games, and fuch other light behaviour of fuch fufpeB:ed perfons : And 
H that the fame information iball be given fecretly to the juftices; and the fame 
" juftices fhall call fuch accufed perfons before them, and examine them, with

'' out declaring by whom they were accufed. And that the fan~e juflices fhalJ, 
~' upon their examination, puni!h the offenders, according as their offences fball 

" appear, upon the accufement and examination, by their difcretion, either by 

~' open punifhment or by good abearing :1:·" In fome refpeCts, this tyrannical 
ediCt even exceeded the oppreffion of the inquifition ; by introducing into every 
part of government, the fame iniquities which that tribunal praCl:ifes only for the 
.extirpation of herefy, and which are, in fome meafure, nece!fary, wherever that 

end is earneftly purfued. 

BuT the court had devifed a more expeditious and fummary method of fup
preffing herefy than even the inquifltion itfelf. They i!fued ·a proclamation againft 

books of herefy, treafon, and fedicion; and declared, " That whofoever had 
" any of thefe books, and did not prefently burn them, without reading them, 
~' or ibewing them to any other perfon, ihould be efteemed rebels; and without 

'' any farther delay, be executed by martial law 11·" From the ftate of the Eng
lifh government, during that period, it is not fo much the illegality of thefe pro
ceedings, as their violence and their pernicious tendency, which ought to be the 

object of our cenfure. 

WE have thrown together almoft all the tranfaCl:ions againft heretics, tho' 

carried on during a courfe of three years; that we may be obliged, as little as 
poffible, to return to fuch !hocking violences and barbarities. It is computed, 
that in that time two hundred and feventy-feven perfons fuffered by fire; befides 

thofe puniilied by imprifonment, fines, and confifcations. Among thofe who 
fuffered by fire, were five biiliops, twenty-one clergymen, eight lay gentlemen, 

eighty-four tradefmen, one hundred hu!bandmen, fervants, and labourers, fifty

five women, and four children. This perfevering cruelty appears aft.onilhing; 
yet is it much inferior to what has been praB:ifed in other countries. A great au
thor * compu.tes, that in the Low Countries alone, from the time that the edict 
-<>f Charles the fifth was promulgated againft the reformers, there had been fifty 
thoufand perfons hanged, beheaded, ·buried alive, or burnt, on account of reJi .. 

:1: Burnet, voL iii. p. 246, Z47• 
~ fa.Lher Paul, lib. 5. 

.U Burnet, vol. ii. p. 363. Heylin, p. 79,. 

g-ion; 



M A R Y. 

gion; and that in France the number had alfo been confiderable~· Yet in both 
countries, as the fame author fubjoins, the progrefs of the. new opinions, inftead 
of being checked, was rather forwarded by thefe perfecutions. 

THE burning of heretics was a very natural method of reconciling the king
don1 to the church of Rome, and little folicitation was requifite to enaaae the 

. b b 

pope to receive the Hrayed flock, from which he reaped fuch profit : Yet was 
there a folemn embaffy fent to Rome, confifting of Sir Anthony Brown, created 
vifcount Montacute, the bifhop of Ely, and Sir Edward Carne; in order to 
carry the fubmiffions of England, and beg to be readmitted into the bofom of 
the catholic church *· Paul th~ fourth, after a fhort interval, now filled the 
papal chair ; the moft haughty pontiff, that during feveral ages had been elevated 
to that dignity. He was offended, that Mary frill retained among her titles, 
tbat of Queen of Ireland ; and he affirmed that it belonged to him alone, · as he 
faw proper, either . to rect new kingdoms or aboliih the old : But to avoid all 
difpute with the new converts, he thought proper to erect Ireland into a kingdom, 
and then admitted the title, as if it had been affumed from his own conceffion. This 
was an ufual artifice of the popes to give allowance to what they could not pre
vent t, and afterwards pretend, that perfons, while they exercifed their own 
power, were only aCting by authority from the papacy. And tho' Paul had at firft 
intended to oblige Mary formally to recede from this title, before he would be
flow it upon her ; he found it wifer to proceed in a 111ore political, and lefs 
haughty manner :f:. 

1"HE other point of difcuffion between the pope and the Engliih ambaffadors 
was not fo eafily terminated. Paul infifted, that the property and poffeffions of 
the church fhould be reftored even to the uttermoft farthing: That whatever be
longed to God, could never by any law be converted to profane ufes, and every 
perfon who detained fuch poffeffions was in a ftate of eternal damnation : That 
he would willingly, 1n confideration of the humble fubtniffions of EnglaHd, 
make them a prefent of thefe ecclefiafl:ical revenues ; but fuch a conceffion ex
ceeded his power, and the people might be certain that fo great a profanation of 
holy things would be a perpetual anathema upon them, and would blaft all their 
future felicity : That if they would truly £how their filial piety, they muft re
ftore a'l the privileges and emoluments of the Roman church, and Peter's pence 
among the reft; nor could they expect, that that apoftle would open to them 
the gates of ·Paradife, while they detained fron1 him his poffeffions on earth §. 

I 
*' Heylin, p. 45· t HeyJ=n, p. 45· Father Paul, lib. 5• + Father Paul, lib. 5. 
§ Father Paul, l:b. 5· Heylin, p. 45· 
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Chap. n. Thefe earneft remonftrances, being tranfmitted to England, tho' they had Iitdc 

rsss· influence on the nation, operated powerfully on the QEeen; and Ihe was deter

mined, in order to eafe her confcience, to reftore all the church-lands which were

frill in the poffeffion of the crown ; and the more to exprefs her zeal, fhe erected 

anew fome convents and monafieries, notwithftanding the low condition of the 

public revenues. When this meafure was debated in council, fome members 

objected, that if fuch a confiderable part of the revenue was difmembered, the 

dignity of the crown would fall to decay : But the ~een replied, that Ihe pre

ferred the falvation of her foul to ten fuch kingdoms as England t. Thefe im

prudent meafures would not probably have taken place fo eafily, had it not 

been for the death of Gardiner, which happened about this time : The fea]s were 

given to Heathe, archbifhop of York; that an ecclefiaftic might fiill be poffeffed 

of that high office, and be better enabled by his authority to forward the perfe

cutions aga-inft the reformed. 

THESE perfecutions were now become extremely odious to the nation; and the 

2·1A:· ~ftober. effects of the public difcontents appeared in the new Parliament, which was 

AEarhament. d W ft . ft + A b'll rr d * ft . l h 
fummone to meet at e mm er +· · 1 was pane re onng tot 1e c urch 

the tenths and firft fruits, and all the impropriations which remained in the 

hands of the crown; but tho' this matter directly concerned none but the ~een 

herfelf, great oppofition was made to the bill in the houfe of commons. An 

application being made for a fubfidy during two years, and for two fifteenths, 

the · latter was refufed by the commons ; and many members fa id, that while 

the crown was thus defpoiling itfelf of its revenues, it was in vain to beftow 

riches upon it. The Parliament rejected a bill for obliging the exiles to 

return under certain pena1ties, and another for incapacitating fuch as were remifs 

in the profecution of herefy to be juftices of the peace. The ~een finding .. 

the intraCtable humour of the commons, thought proper to diffolve the Par-
9th Decem-. 
her~. liament. 

THE fpirit of oppofition, which began to prevail in Parliament; was likely 

to be the more vexatious to Mary, as !he was otherwife in very bad humour on 

account of her hu!band's abfence, who, tired of her importunate love and jealoufy, 

and finding his authority extremely limited in England, had laid hold of the firft 

opport~mity to leave her, and had gone over laft fummer to the emperor in Flan

ders. The indifference and neglect of her hufband, added to the· difappoint

ment· in· her imagined pregnancy, threw her into·a deep melancholy; and fhe 

·t. Hey1in, p. 53· 65. Hollingihed, p. II:Z7.· Speed, p. 8.z6._ 

~ 2. and 3 Pl1ilv. and Mar. cap. 4· 

t_ Burnet, vol. ii •. p. 32z ... 
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gave vent to her fpleen by enforcing daily the perfecutions ab()'ainft the proteftants, Cl 1ap. I f. 
and even by expreffions of rage againft all her fubjects, by whom fhe kaew her- 1 i55· 
felf to be hated, and whofe oppofition, in refufing an entire compliance with 
Philip, was the caufc, lhe believed, why he had alienated his affections from her, 
and afforded her fo little of his company. The lefs return her love met with, 
the more it encreafed ; and fhe paffed moll: of her time in folitude, where !he 
gave vent to her paffion, either in tears, or in writing fond epiftles to Philip, who 
feldom returned her any anfwer, and fcarce deigned to counterfeit any fentiment 
of love or even of gratitude towards her. The chief part of O'Overnment to Th {), , o , e ~ueen s 
which fhe attended, was the extorting money from her people, in order to extortions~ 
fatisfy his demands; and as the Parliament had granted her but a fmall fupply, 
Ihe had recourfe to expedients the moft violent and moft irregular. She levied 
a loan of 6o,ooo pounds upon a thoufand perfons, of whofe compliance, either 
on account of their riches or their affections to her, fhe held herfelf beft affL1red : 
But that fum not fufficing, fhe exacted a general loan of an hundred pounds a-· 
piece on every one who poffeffed twenty pJunds a year. This grievous impo
fition lay very heavy on the gentry, who were obliged, many of them, to re
trench their expences, and difmifs their fervants, in order to enable them to 
comply with her commands: And as thefe fervants, accuil:omed to idlenefs, and 
having no means of fubfiftance, betook themfelves very commonly to theft and 
robbery, the ~een publi!hed a proclamation, by which !he obliged their former 
n1afters to take them back to their fervice. She levied 6o,ooo marks from 7ooo 
yeomen, who had not contributed to the forn1er loan ; and fhe exacted 36,ooo 
pounds more from the merchants. In order to engage fome Londoners to comply 
the more willingly with her multiplied extortions, fhe paffed an edict, prohibit
ing, for four months, the exporting any Englifh cloths or kerfeys for Flanders ; an 
expedient which procured a good market for fuch as had already fent any quan
tity of cloth thither. Her rapacioufnefs engaged her to give endlefs difturbance 
and interruption to commerce. The Englifh company fettled in Antwerp 
having refufed her a loan of 40,000 pounc1s, fhe diffembled her refentment, till 
fhe found, that they had bought and fhipped great quantities of cloth for Ant
werp fair, which was approaching: She then laid an embargo on the !hips, and 
obliged the merchants to grant her a loan of the 4o,ooo pounds at firft de
manded, to engage for the payment of 20,coo pounds more at a limited time, 
and to fubmit to an arbitrary impofition of twenty fhillings on each piece. Some 
time after, ihe was informed, that the Italian merchants had fhipped above 4o,ooo 
pieces of cloth for the Levant, for which they were to pay a crown a piece, the 
ufu,f\1 impofition: She ftruck a bargain with the merahant adventurers in Lon ... 

3D 2 don; 
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Chap. IT. don ; prohibited entirely the foreigners to make any exportation; and received. 
'555· from the Engli!h merc~~.nts, in confideration of this iniquity, the fum of so~ooo 

pounds, and an impofition of four crowns on each piece of cloth which they 
fuou]d export. She attempted to borrow great fums abroad ; but her credit ran 
fo low, that, tho' !he offered 14 per cent. to the city of Antwerp for a loan of 
3o,ooo pounds, fhe could cot obca:n it, till !he conil:rained the city of London 

/ 

to be furety for her*· All thefe violent expedients were employed while fhe 
herfelf was in profound peace with all the world, and had vifibly no other occa
fion for money but to fupply the demands of a hufuand, who attended only to his 
own convenience, and i11owed himfelf entirely indifferent about her interefts. 

PHILIP was now become mafter of all the wealth of the Indies, and of the · 
richeft and moft extenfive dominions in Europe, by the voluntdry refignation of 
the emperor, Charles the fifth, who, tho' ilill in the vigour of his age, had taken 

7e~~n~~lseror a difguil: to the world, and was determined to feek, in the tranquillity of retreat, 
crown. for that happinefs, which he had in vain purfued, amidll: the tumults of war, 

and the reiUefs projed:s of ambition. He fummoned the fiatrs of the Low 

2 sthOaober. Countries; and feating himfelf on the throne for the laft time, explained to his 
fubjeB:s the reafons of his refignation, abfolved them from all oaths of allegiance, 
and devolving his authority on Philip, told him, that his paternal tender
nefs made him weep, when he refletl:ed on the burthen which he impofed upon 
him t. He inculcated on him the great and only duty of a prince, the fiudy 
of his people's happinefs ; and reprefented how much preferable it was to 
govern, by affeCtion rather than fear, the nations fubjetl:ed to his dominion. 
The cool refleCtions of age now difcovered to him the emptinefs of his former 
purfuits; and he found, that the vain fchemes of extending his empire had 
been the fource of endlefs oppofition and difappointment, had kept himfel f, his 
neighbours, and his fubjetl:s in perpetual inquietu'le, and had frufi:rated the foie 
~nd of government, the felicity of the nation~ committed to his care; 1. object 
which meets with no oppofition, and which, if fteadily purfued, can alone con
vey a lafting and folid fatisfaetion. 

A FEW months after, he refigned to Phili his other dominions ; and embark-· 
ing on board a fleet, failed to Spain, and ok his journey to St. J uft, a mo
naftery in Eftremadura, which, being fituat ·d ~n a .1 appy clim~te, and amidfl: 
the greateft beauties of nature, he had chof.""'n for t e place of his r · rear. 

• Godwin, p. 359· Cowper's Chronicle. Burnet, vol. ii. p. 359· 
tr ,pe'-s Memor. vol.iii. p.4z8, 558. Annah, vol.i. P• 1 • 

Carte, P· 330, 3 33• 337, 341 • . 
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When he arrived at Burgos, he found, by the thinnefs of his court, and the ne- Ch1p. IT. 
gligent attendance of the Spanifh grandees, that he was no longer emperor; and 1556. 

tho' this obfervation might convince him fiill more of the vanity of the world, 
and make h.m more hea1 rily dcfpife what he had renounced, he fighed to find 
that all the [i)rmer adulativn and obeifance had been paid to his fortune, not to· 
his pet fon. With better reafon was he ftruck with the ingratitude of his fon 
Philip, who allowed him to w.dt a long ·time for the payment of the fmall 
penfion whi-ch he had re(erved ; and this difappointment in his domef1ic enjoy-
nlents gave him a very ftnfible concern. He purfued however his refolution with 
inflexible connancy; and fhutting himfelf up in his retreat, he exerted fuch fe rf
command, that he rdhained even his curiofity from any enquiry concerning the 
tranfaCl:ions of the world, which he had entirely abandoned. The fencing 
agamfi: the pa1ns and infirmities under which he laboured, occupied a great part 
of his time ; .. md dunng the intervaL, he employed his lei lure hours either in ex-
amining the con;rovedies of theology, with which his age had been fo much agi-
tated, and which he had hith e- rto con '~dered only in a p<Jlitical light, or in imitat-
ing the works of renowned artif s, particularly in mechanics, of which he had al-
ways been a great admirer and encour.1ger. He is (aid to have here difcovered a 
propenfity to the new docrrines; and to have frequently dropp d hints of this 
unexpected alteration in his ientiments. Having amufed himfelf with the con
ftrucrion of clocks and watches, he thence remark d how impra.:l icable the ob-
ject was, in which he had fo much employed himfelf during his grandeur; and 
ho ~ impoffible that he, wbo never could frame two machmes that would go 
exact I y alike, could ever be able to make all mankind concur in the fame belief 
ar.-l op~ni.on. He furvived his retreat two years. 

THE emperor Charles had very early, in the beginning of his reign, found 
the diffic•l lty or governi' Jg fuch diftant dominions; and he had made his brother 
Ferdinanl be tleded ing of the Romans; with a view of his fucceding to the 
imperial uignity, as well as to his German dominions. But having afctrwards 

larged his views, and formed plans of aggrandizing his family, he r,-greted~ 
th t he mutt difmember fuch confiderable ftates; and he endeavoured to engage 
Fer 1: and, .by the wfl: ten1pting offers, and mofl: earnefl: fvltcita.cions, to yield 
up his pretenfions n favour of Philip. Finding his attem ts f mtlds, he had 
refig~1ed the imperial crown wi th his other dignities; and Ferdin<1nd, according 
to common form, applied to the pope for his coronation. T•1e arrogant pontiff 
refufed the demand ; and pretended, that, tho\ on the deJth of an t<mperor, he 
was obliged to crown the prince elected, yet in the C.tfe of a ref1gnation, che 
~ght devolved to the holy fee) and it belonged to the pope alot .. e eo appoint a 

e :- ' tror: .. 
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emperor. The conduCt of Paul was in every thing conformable to thefe lofty 
pretenfions. l-Ie thundered always in the ears of all ambaffadors, that he ftood 
in no need of the affiftance of any prince, that he was above all potentates of the 
earth, that he would not accufl:om monarchs to pretend to a familiarity or equality 
with him, that it belonged to him to alter and regulate kingdoms, that he was 
fucceifor of thofe who had depofed kings and emperors, and that, rather than 
fubmit to any thing below his dignity, he would fet fire to the four corners of 
the world. He went fo far, as at table, in the pretence of many perfons, and 
even op::- nly, in a public confifrory, to fay, that he would not admit any Kings 
for his companions; they were all his fubjects, and he would hold them under 
thefe feet: So faying, he ftamped the ground with his old and infirm limbs: For 
he was now paft fourfcore years of age *. 

THE world could not forbear the making a comparifon between Charles the fifth, 
a prince, who, tho' educated amid!l: wars and intrigues of ftate, had prevented 
the decline of age, and had defcended from the throne, in order to fet apart an 
interval for thought and reflection, and a prieft, who in the extremity of 
old age exulted in his dominion, and from refrlefs ambition and revenge was 
throwing all nations into combufl:ion. Paul had entertained the moft inveterate 
a.nimofity again!l: the houfe of Au!l:ria; and tho' a truce of five years had been 
concluded between France and Spain, he excited Henry by his felicitations to 
break it, and he promifed to affift him in recovering N ap1es and the dominions to 
:which he laid claim in Italy ; a projea which had ever proved fatal to his prede
ceffors. He himfelf engaged in hoftilities with the duke of Alva, viceroy of 
Naples; and the duke of Guife being fent with forces to fupport him, the re
newal of war between the two crowns feemed almoft inevitable. Philip, tho' lefs 
warlike than his father, was no Jefs ambitious; and he trufted, that by the in
trigues of the cabinet, where, he believed, his caution and fecrecy and prudence 
gave him the fuperiority, he !hould be able to fubdue all his enemies, and extend 
his authority and dominion. For this reafon, as well as from the defire of fet
tling his new empire, he was defirous to maintain peace with France; but when 
he found, that without facrificing his honour, it was impoffible for him to over
look the hofl:ile attempts of Henry, he prepared for war with great induftry. In 
order to give himfelf the more advantage, he was defirous to embark England 
in the ·quarrel ; and tho' the ~1een was of herfelf extremely averfe to that de
·fign, he hoped, that the devoted fondnefs, which, notwithftanding repeated in
fiances of his indifference, !he ftill bore him, would effeCtually fecond his applica
tions. Had the matter indeed depended folely on her, lhe was incapable of re-

• Father Paul~ lib. 5• 
fifting 
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fill:ing h('r hu!blnd's commands ; but fhe had little weight with her council, ftill Chap. u. 
lefs with her people; and her government, which was every day becoming more 1556. 
odious, feemed unable to fLipport itfeJf even during the mofi: profound tranquillity, 
1nuch more if a war was kindled with France, and what feemed an inevitab!e 
confequence, with Scotland, fupported by that powerful kingdom. 

AN act of barbarity was this year exercifed in England, which, added to many 
other inll:ances of the fame kind, tended to render the government extremely 
unpopular. Cranmer had long been detained a prifoner; but the Q1een now . 
determined to bring him to punifhment; and in order the n1orc fully to fatiate Ecxecutwn of 

..., ranrQer. her vengeance, fhe refolved to puni.ih him for herefy, rather than for treafon. 
He was cited by the pope to ftar1d his trial at Rome ; and tho' he was known to 
be kept in clofe cull:ody at Oxford, he was upon his not appearing, condemned 
as contumacious. Bonner, bi!hop of London, and Thirleby of Ely, were fent 
down to Oxford to degrade him ; and the former executed that mela-ncholy· 
ceremony with all the joy and exultation, which fuited his favage nature *. 
The revenge of the ~een, not f ttisfied with the eternal: damnation of Cranmer, 
which fhe believed inevitable, . and with the execution of that drea:dful fentence 
to which he was condemned, prompted her alfo to feek the ruin of his honour, 
and the infamy of his name. Perfons were employed to attack him, not in the 
way of difputation, aaainft which he was fufficiently armed ; but by flattery, 
infinuation and addrefs ; by repref. n ing the dignities to which his character Hill 
entitled him, if he would merit them by a recantation ; by giving hopes of 
long enjoymg thofe powerful friends, whom his beneficent difpofirion had attached 
to him during the courfe of his profperity t. Overcome by the fond love of 
life, terrified by the profpect of thofe tortures which-awaited him; he allowed, in an. 
U'lguarded ~our, the fentiments of nature to prevail over his refolution, and he 
agreed to fign a paper, in which he acknowleged the doCtrines of the papal fupre-
macy and of the real prefence. 1~he court, equally perfidious and cruel, were de
termined, that this recantation !hould avail him nothing; and they fent order~,. 
that he fuould be required to acknowledge his errors in church before the whole 
people, and that he fhould thence be immediately led to execution. Cranmer, 
whether, that he had ~eceived a fe~ret intimation of their defi~n, or had r~pented 

21
ft Marcli;. 

of his weaknefs, furpnzed the audtence by a contr-ary declaration. He fard, that 
he was well apprized of the obedience which he owed to his fovereign a d the laws, 

_but this duty extended no farther than to fubmit patiently to their commands, 
and to bt ar wit11out r ... fifl:anr.e whatever hardfhips they fhould impofe upon Him: 
_That a fuperior du~y, the duty wh eh he owed. his Maker, obliged hun to fpeak 

· Me m •. of Cranm. p •. .> 7 5 • t Hc.ylin, P.· 55· M em. p,. 3-83 . 
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truth on all occa!ions, and not to relinquifh, by a bafe denial, the holy doCl:rine 
which the fupreme Being had revealed to mankind : That there was one milcar
riage in his life, of which, above all others, he feverel y repented ; the in!incere 
declaration of faith, to which he ha.d the weaknefs to content, and which the 
fear of death alone -had extorted from him : That he took: this opportunity of 
atoning for his error, by a fincere and open recantation ; and was willing to 
feal with his blood that doCtrine which he firmly believed to be communicated 
from heaven: And that as his ha 1d had erred by betraying his heart, it fhould 
firft be puniilied, by a fevere but j uft doom, and fhould !l~ft pay the forfeit of its 
offences. He was thence led to th~ ftake amidft the infults oft 1e catholics ; and 
having now fummoned up all the force of his mind, he bore their fcorn as well as 
the torture of his punifhment with fingular fortitude. He ftretched out his hand, 
and without betraying, either by his countenance or motio . , the leaft ugn of weak
ne[s or even of feeling, he held it in the flames till it . as entire·y confumed. His 

thoughts feemed wholly occupied with reflections on his for o~r fault; and he 
called aloud feveral times, '!'his hand has offended. Satisfied with that atonement, 
he then difcovered a ferenity in his countenance ; and when the fire attacked his 
body, he feemed to be quite infenfible of his outward fufferings, an by the force 

, of hope and refolution to have colleCted his mind altogether withi·1 itfelf, .~nd to 

repel the fury of the flam~s. It is pretended, that, after his body ~as confumed, 
his heart was found entire and untouched amidft the afhes ; an event, which, as 
it was the emblem of his confrancy, was fondly believed by the zealous proteftants. 
He was undoubtedly a man of merit; poff·ffed of learning and capacity; and 
adorned with candour, fincerity and beneficence, and all thofe virtues, which 
were fitted to rend'"r him ufeful and amiable in fociety. I-Iis moral qualities pro
cured him univerfal refpeCl: ; and the courage of his martyrdom, tho' he fell Jhort 
{)f the rigid inflexibility obferved in tnany, made him the hero of the prottftant 

party *. 
AFTER Cranmer's death, ardinal Pole, who had now taken priefl's orders, 

was inftalled in the fee of Canterbury ; and was thus by this office, as well as his 
commiffion of legate, placed at the head of the churdi of England. But tho' 
he was averfe to all the fanguinary methods of converting heretics, and elteemed 
the reformation of the clergy the more effectual, as the more laudable expedient for 
that purpofe t; he found his authority too weak to oppofe the parbarous and bigot
ted dilpofition of the ~1een and of her counfellors. l-Ie himfelf, he knew, had 
been fufpeEted of Lutheranifm ; and as Paul the reigning pope, was a furious per
fecutor and his perfonal enemy, he was prompted, by the modefty of his difpo-

~ Burnet, vol. ii. 'p. 331, 332, &c. God win, p. 35 z ... 
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fition, to referve his credit for other occafions, in which he had a greater proba- Chap. TI. 
bility of fuccefs *. 15 56. 

THE great objeCl: of the ~1een was to engage the nation in the war, which 1
557

• 
was kindled between France and Spain ; and cardinal Pole, with many other 
counfellors, very openly and zealouOy oppofed this meafure. Befides infifting on 
the marriage articles, which provided againft fuch an attempt, th-.y reprefented 
the violence of the domeftic factions in England, and the difordered ftate of the 
finances; and they foreboded, that the tendency of all thefe n1eafures was to re-
duce the kingdom to a total dependance on Spanilh councils. Philip had come eo 
London in order to fupport his partizans ; and he told the Q9een, that, if he was 
not gratified in fo reafonable a requefi, he never more would fet foot in England. 
This declaration heightened extremely her zeal for promoting his intercfts, arid 
overcoming the inflexibility of her council. After employing other menaces of 
a more violent nature, !he threatened to difinifs them all from the board, and to 
appoint counfellors more obfequious; yet could !he not procure a vote for declar-
ing war with France. At lafr, one Stafford and fome other confpirators were 
deteCted in a defign of furprizing Scarborow t ; and a confeffion being extorted 
from them, that they had been encouraged by Henry in that attempt, the ~een's 
importunity prevailed ; and it was determined to make this aB: of hoftility, with 
others of a like fecret and doubtful nature, the ground of the quarrel. \\7 ar was War with 

accordingly declared againft France ; and preparations were every where made France. 
for attacking that kingdom. 

THE revenue of England at that time little exceeded 3oo,ooo pounds :f:. 
Any confiderable fupplies could fcarce be expeB:ed from Parliament, confidering 
the prefent difpofition of the nation ; and as the war would fenfibly dimini!h the 
branch of the cuftoms, the finances, it was forefeen, would fall !hort even of 
the ordinary charges of the government; much more, prove unequal to the 
vaft expences of war. But tho' the ~1een owed great arrears to all her fervants, 
befides the loans extorted from her fubjeB:s; thefe confiderations had no influ
ence on her, and fhe continued to levy money in the fame arbitrary and violent 
manner, which .lhe had formerly pratlifed. She obliged the city of London to 
fupply her with 6o,ooo pounds on her hufband's entry; 1he levied before the 
legal time the fecond year's fubfidy voted by Parliament ; _fhe iffued anew many 
privy feals, by which fhe procured loans from her people; and having equipped 

• Heylin, p. 68, 6q. Burnet, vol. ii. p. 327. t Heylin, p. 72. Burnet, vol. ii. p. 351. 
Sir James Melvil's Memoirs. t Rolfo, Succeffi d'Inghilterra. 
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a fleet, w hi eh 1he could not viCtual by reafon of the dearnefs of provifions, 1he 

feiztd all the corn !he could find in Suffolk and Norfolk, without paying any 
price to the owners. By all thefe expedients, affifl:ed by the power of preffing, 

fhe levied an army of ten thoufand men, which !he fent over to the Low Coun
tries, under the command of the earl of Pembroke. Meanwhile, in order to 
prevent any cliil:urbance at home, many of the moft confiderable gentry were 
thrown into the Tower; and left they fhould be known, the Spaniih praClice was 

followed : They were either carried thither in the night·time, or were hood

winked and muffied by the guards who conduCted them[!. 

THE King of Spain had affembled an army, which, after the junB:ion of the · 

Englifh, amounted to above fixty thoufand ftrong, commanded by Philibert~ 
duke of Savoy, one of the greateft captains of the age. The conftable, Montmo
rency, who commanded the Frency army, had not half the number to oppofe 
him. The duke of Savoy, after n1enacing Mariembourg and Rocroy, fat down 

fuddenly before St. ~intin ; and as the place was weak, and ill provided of a 
garrifon, he expeCted in a few days to become mafter of it. But the admiral 
Coligny, governor of the province, thinking his honour interefted to fave fo im

portant a fortrefs, threw himfelf into St. QEintin, with fome troops of French 

and Scots genfdarmes ; and by his exhortation and example animated the fol

rliers to a vigorous defence. He difpatched a meffenger to his uncle, the con
ftable, defiring a fupply of men ; and that general approached the place with 
his whole army, in order to facilitate the entry of thefe fuccours.. But the duke 
of Savoy falling on the reinforcement, executed fuch fiaughter upon them, that 
not above five hundred men got into the place. He next made an attack on 
the French army, and put them to a total rout, killing four thoufand men, and 
difperfing the reft. In this unfortunate aCtion many of the chief nobility of 
France were either fiain or taken prifoners: Among the latter was the old con· 
ftable himfelf, who fighting valiantly, and refolute to die rather than furvive 

his defeat, was furrounded by the enemy, and thus fell alive into their hands. 

The whole kingdom of France was thrown into confl:ernation : Paris was at

tempted to be fortified in a hurry : And had the Spaniards prefenJy marched 

thither, it could not fail to have fallen into their hands. But Philip was of a 
cautious temper ; and he determined firft to take St. ~intin, in order 
to fecure a communication with his own dominions. A very little-time, it 

was expeCted, would finifh this enterprize; but the bravery of Coligny fiill pro
longed the fiege feventeen days, which proved the fafety of France.. Some 

U Strype's Ecclef. Memorials,. vol. iii. p. 3"'7• 
troops 
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troops were levied and affembled. Courtiers were fent to recal the duke of Guife Chap. TT. 
and his army from Italy: And the French having recovered from their firfl: •557• · 
alarm, put themfelves in a pofture of defence. Philip, after taking Ham and 
Caftelet, found the feafon fo far advanced, that he could attempt no farther en-
terprize; and he broke up his camp and retired into winter quarters. 

BuT the vigilant attivity of Guife, not fatisfied with fecuring the frontiers, 
prompted him, in the depth of winter, to attempt an enterprize which France, 
during her greateft fucceffes, had always regarded as impollible, and had never . 
thought of undertaking. Calais was, in that age, deemed an impregnable for-
trefs; and as it was known to be the favourite of the Engliih nation, by whom 
it could eafily be fuccoured, the recovery of that place by France, was confidered 
as totally defperate. But Coligny had remarked, that, as the town of Calais was 
furrounded with marfhes, which, during the winter, were impalfable, except Calais taken 
over a dyke guarded by two caftles, St. Agatha and Newnam bridge, the Eng- by tht:French~ 
lifh were of late accuftomed, on account of the lownefs of their finances, to dif-
mifs a great part of the garrifon at the end of autumn, and to recal them in the 
fpring, at which time alone they judged their attendance neceffary. On this 
circumftance he had founded his defign of making a fudden attack on the place; he 
'bad caufed it to be fecretly furveyed by fome engineers ; and a plan of the whole 
enterprize being found among his papers, it ferved, tho' he himfelf was made pri .. 
foner on the taking of St. OEintin, to fuggeft the project of that undertaking, 
and to direct the conduct of the duke of Guife. 

SEVERAL bodies of troops defiled towards the frontiers on various pretences; rs 5s. 
and the whole being fuddenly afTembled, formed an army with which the 
duke of Guife made an unexpected march towards Calais. At the fame time a 
great number of French lhips, being ordered into the channel, under colour of 
cruizing on the Englilh, compofed a fleet which made an attack by fea on the 
fortifications. The F~ench affaulted St. Agatha with three thoufand Harquebu-
fiers ; and tho' the garrifon made a vigorous defence, they were foon obliged to 
abandon the place, and retreat towards Newnam bridge. The fiege of this latter 
place was immediately undertaken, and at the fame time the fleet battered the 
rifbank, which guarded the entry of the harbour; and both thefe caftles feemed 
expofed to imminent danger. The governor, lord Wentworth, was a brave 
officer, but finding that the greater part of his weak garrifon was enclofed in 
Newnam or the rifbank, he ordered them to capitulate, and to join him in Calais, 
which, without their affifrance, he was utterly unable to defend. Th~ garrifon of 
N ewnam bridge were fo happy as to effectuate this purpofe; but that of the rif-

3 E bank 
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bank could not obtain fuch favourable conditions, and were obliged to furrender 

themfelves prifoners. 
THE duke of Guife, now holding the place blockaded by fea and land, though 

himfelf fecure of fucceeding in his enterprize ; but in order to prevent all acci
dents, he delayed not a moment the attack of the place. He pointed his batt ~ ries 

towards the caf\:le, where he made-a large breach ; and having ordered A ndelot, 
Coligny's brother, to drain the fo[ee, he commanded an affault, which fucceeded, 
and the French made a lodgment in the caftle. On the night following Went .. 

·worth attempted to recover this poft ; but having loft two hundred men in a fu
rious attack which he made upon it*, he found his garrifon fo weak, that he was 

obliged to capitulate. Ham and Guifnes fell foon after; and thus the duke of 

Guife, in eight days, during the depth of winter, recovered this important place~ 

that had coft Edward the third a fiege of eleven months, at the head of a numerous 
army, which had that very campaign been victorious in the battle of Creffy. The 

Engli!h had held it above two hundred years; and as it gave them, whenever 

they pleafed, an entry into F ranee, it was regarded as the m oft important pof

feffion belonging to the crown. The joy of the French was extreme, as well as 

the glory acquired by the duke of G1.1ife, who, at the time that all Europe ima
gined Fra'1ce to be funk by the unfortunate battle of St. ~intin, had, in oppo
fition to the Englifh, and their allies the Spaniards, acquired poifeffion of a place 

which no former King of France, even during the diftraCtions of the civil wars 

between the houfes of York and Lancafl:er, liad ever ventured to attempt. The 
Engli!11, on the other hand, bereaved of this valuable fortrefs, murmured loud

ly againft the imprudence of the ~een and her council ; who, after engaging in 

a fruitlefs war, for the tike of foreign interefts, had thus expofed the nation to 

fo fevere a difgrace. A treafury exhaufted by expences, and burthened with debts; 

a people divided and dejected; a fovereign negligent of her people's welfare;. 
were circumf.l:ances which, notwithftanding the fair offers made by Philip, gave 

then1 fmall hopes of recovering_ Calais. · And as the Scots, inftigated by French 

councils, began to move on the borders, they were n'ow neceffitated rather to look 
to their defence at home,. than to think of foreign conquefts. 

AFTER the peace, which, in confequence of King Edward's treaty whh Henry~ 

took place between Scotland and England,. the ~1een-dowager, on pretence 
of vifiting her daughter and her relations, made a journey to France, and the 
carried along with her the earls of Huntley, Sutherland, Marifchal, and many· 
of the principal nobility. Her fecret defign was to take meafures for engaging 

the earl of Arran to refign to her · the government of the kingdom ; and as her. 

41 Thuan. lib. xx. c:. z. 
brothers,_ 
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brothers, the duke of Guife, the cardinal of Lorraine, and the duke d' Aumale 
' had uncontrouled authority in the court of France, fue eaOly perfuaded Henry, and 

by his means the Scots nobles, to enter into her meafures. Having al fo gained 
over Carnegy of Kinnaird, Panter, biihop of Rofs, and Gavin Hamilton, com
mendator of Kilwinning, three creatures of the governor's, lb-. perfuaded him, 
by their means) to confent to this reilgnation t .; and when every th!ng was thus 
prepared · for her purpofe, fhe took her · journey to Scotland, and paffed thro' 
Eng'and in her. way thither. Edward received her with great refpeet and civility; 
tho' he could not forbear attempting a renewal of the old treaty for his marriage 
with her daughte-r: A marriuge, he faid, fo happily calculated for the tranquillity, 
intereft, and fecurity of both kingdoms, and the only means of enfuring a durable 
peace between them. For his part, he added, he never could entertain a cordial 
amity for· any other hufhand whom fhe fhould choofe; nor was it eafy for him to 
forgive a man, who, at the fame time that he difal pointed fo natur 1 an alliance, 
had b reaved him of a bride, to w horn his affeCtions, from his eJrlieft infancy, 
had been entirely engaged. The Q.!een eluded thefe applications by tt lling him, 
that if any meafures had been tal'en difagreeable to him, they were entirely ow .. 
ing to the imprudence of the du ke of Somerfet, whn, inftead of employing cour
tefy, cardfes, and g ntle offices, the r roptr m ans of gaining a young princefs, 
had had recourfe to arms . ud viol<.: nee, and had con fl:rained the Scots nobility to 
fend their fovereign into Fr . .:mce, in order to intere( that kingdom in proteCting, 
their liberty and independance :f:. 

WHEN the ~een-dowager arrived in Scotland, fhe f, >tmd the governor very 
\.lnwillmg to fulfil his engagements~ and it was not till after many delays. th·at he· 
could . be perfuaded to refign his authority. BL t i nding that the majority of the 
young princefs was approaching, and tf;:jat the ~ c;: n ~' owager had gained the 

.. affections of all the principal nobility, he thought it more prudent to fubmit;. 
and having ftipulated, that he ihould be declared next heir to the crown, and 
fhould be freed from giving any account of his pail: ar{miniftration, he placed her 
in poffeffion of the p wer ; and fhe thenceforth affumed the name of regent n. 
It was an ufu,tl faying of this prince[c;, that provided Jhe could render her frien~ 
happy, and could enfure to herfelf a good reputation, fhe was entirely inc,ifferent 
what befel her; and t 10' this fentiment is greatly cenfured by the zealous 
reformers *., as being founded wholly on fecular motives, it difcovers a mind 
well calculated or the adminiftration of kingdoms. D' Oifel, a Frenchman, 
elebrated for capacity, had attended her as ambaifador from Henry, but ~n 

t Buchan n, lib. xiv. 
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Chap~ IT. reality to affift her with his counfels in fo delicate an undertaking as the govern-
IS 58• ment of Scotland; and this man had formed a fcheme for laying a general tax 

on the kingdom, in order to fupport a ftanding military force, which might at 
once repulfe the inroads of foreign enemies, and check the turbulence of the 
Scots nobility. But tho' fome of the courtiers were gained over to this projeCl:, 

it gave great and general difcontent to the nation; and the Queen-regent, after 

ingenuouOy confeffing, that it would prove pernicious to the kingdom, had the 
prudence to defift from it, and to truft entirely for her iecurity to the good~ 
will and affeCtions of her fubject:s t. · 

THIS laudable purpofe feemed to be the chief objeet of her adminiftration ; 

yet was fhe fometimes drawn from it by her connections with France, and by 
the influence which her brothers had acquired over her. When Mary declared 

war againft that kingdom, Henry required the ~een-regent to take part in the 

quarrel ; and fhe fummoned a convention of ftates at Newbottle, and requefted 
them to concur in a declaration of war againft England. · The Scots nobles, 
who were as jealous of F~ench as the Eng1ifh were of Spanifh influence~ refufed 

their affent; and the Ql!een was obliged to have recourfe to artifice, in order 
to effectuate her purpofe. She ordered d' Oifel to begin fome fortifications at 
Eymouth, a place which had been difmantled by the laft treaty with Edward; 
and when the garrifon of Berwic, as fhe forefaw, made an inroad to prevent the 
undertaking, !he effeCtually employed this pretence to enflame the Scots nationl 

and to engage them in hofl:ilities againft England :f:. The enterprize, however, 

of the Scots proceeded no farther than fome inroads on the borders ; and when 
d' Oifel, of himfelf, conducted artillery and troops to befiege the caftle of Werke, 

he was recalled and very fharply rebuked by the council 11· 

:rviarriage of IN order to connect Scotland more clofely with France, and to increafe the 
the dauphin influence of the latter kingdom, it was thought proper by Henry to complete the 
a.ndthe~een · b h n,· d 1 d h' d d · fc of Scots. marnage etween t e young ~een an t 1e a up m ; an a eputatwn was ent 

by the Scots Parliament, to affift at this ceremony, and to fettle the terms of 
the contract. This deputation confifl:ed of the archbifhop of Glafgow, the bi

fhops of Rofs and the Orkneys, the earls of Rothes, and Caffilis, the lords 

Fleming and Seton, J ames Stuart, prior of St. Andrews, natural brother to the 

Queen, and Edkine of Dun. The principal conditions recommended to thefe 

commiffioners, was to obtain a folemn engagement from the Qgeen and dauphin, 
that they would preferve the laws and privileges of Scotland, and to procure a 
renewal of the French King's promife, to fupport, in cafe of the ~een's death, 

t Keith, p. 70. Buchan. lib. xvi. 
l1 Knox, p. 93· 
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the fucceffion of the earl of Arran, now created duke of Chatelraut. Both thefe Chap. Ir. 
conditions were eafily obtained; but the court of France took a very perfidious 1558• 

ftep, directly contrary to thefe ftipulations: They fecretly engaged the young ~1een 
to fign three papers; by one of which lhe made over the kingdom of Scotland in 
gift to the King of France', in care of her dcceafe without children; by another fhe 
mortgaged it to him for a million of crowns of gold, or fuch greater fum as he 
.ihould have expended for her maintenance and fupport ; and by a third fhe de-
clared, that whatever deed lhe had been obliged_, or lhould hereafter be obliged to 
perform relative to the fucceffion of the crown, 1hould be entirely invalid, and 
that her real fenfe and intention was contained in the firft paper. The marriage 24th April 
was folemnized at Paris : The commiffioners, in the name of the ftates of Scot-
land, fwore allegiance to the ~een, and, during the continuance of the marriage:. 
to the King-dauphin, fo he was called : And every thing feemed to proceed with · 
great unanimity and concord. But the commiffioners being required to deli-
ver up the crown, and other enflgns of royalty, made anfwer, that they had 
received no authority for that purpofe ; and they foon after fet out on their 
journey for Scotland. It is remarkable, that before they embarked, four of the 
commiffioners died, within a few days of each other; and a violent, tho' abfurd 
fnfpicion prevailed, that they had been poifoned by orders from the family of 
Guife, on account of this refufal *. It was not confidered, that that accident:J 
however rare, might have happened by the courfe of nature; and that the prefent 
feafon, tho' not attended with any pell:ilential diforder, was, to a remarkable de-
gree, unhealthy all over Europe. 

THE c1ofe alliance between France and Scotland threatened very nearly the re
pofe and fecurity of England ; and it was forefeen, that, tho' the fat1ions and difor
ders which might naturally be expected in the Scots government during the abfence 
of their fovereign, would make its power lefs formidable, that kingdom would at 
leaft afford to the French a means of invading England. The ~1een, therefore, 2 oth January .. 
found it neceffary to fummon a Parliament, and to demand of them fome fupplies to A Parliament. 

her exhaufted exchequer. As fuch an emergency ufu_aiJ y gives great ad vantage to the 
people, and as the Parliaments, during this reign, had fhewn, that, where the liberty 
and independency of the kingdom were menaced with imminent danger, they were 
not entirely overawed by the court; we fhall naturally expect, that the late arbi-
trary methods of extorting money fhould, at leaft, be cenfured, and, perhaps~ 
fo:ne remedy be for t~e future provided againfl: them. But fuch an exorbitant 
prerogaLive was at this time acknowledged to belong to the crown, that, tho' men 
might complain of its prefent abufes, all attempts to retrench it would have been 

• Buchan. lib. xvi. Keith, p. 7 5. Spotfwood, p. 9 5. 
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Chap. n. regarded as the moft criminal enterprize ; and as that prerogative involved 
15 )8. a large difcretionary power, any parliamentary enquiry into its exercife, would 

· have pa~ed for infolent ano prefumptuous. The commons, therefore, without 
making any refleCtions on the pafr, voted, befides a fifteenth, a fubfidy of four 

_ fuillings in the pound on land, and two fhillings and eight pence on goods. The 
clergy granted eight {billings in the pound, payable in four years by equal portions. 

THE Parliament alfo paffed an act, confirming_ all the fales and grants of crown 
lands, which were either made already by the ~een, or ihould be made during 
the feven enfuing years. It was eafy to forefee, that in the ~een's prefent dif
pofition and fituation, this power would be followed by a great alienation of the 
royal demefnes; and nothing could be more contrary to the principles of good go· 
_vernment, than a prince armed with very extenfive authority, and yet reduced to 
beggary. This act met with oppofition in the houfe of commons. One Copley 
.expreifed his fears left the Queen, under colour of the power there granted, might 
alienate the crown from the lawful heir : But his words were thought irreverent 
to her majefl:y: He was committed to the cuftody of the · ferjeant at arms; and 
tho' he expreifed for row for his offence, he was not releafed till the ~een was ap

plied to for his .pardon. 

THE Englifh nation, during this whole reign, were in continual apprehenfions 
with regard not only to the fucceffion, but the life of the laay Elizabeth. The vio
lent hatred which the ~een bore her, broke out on every occafion; and it required 
all the authority of Philip, as well as her own great prudence; to prevent the fatal 
effects of it. The princefs retired into the country ; and knowing that ihe was 
furrounded with fpies, !he pafr her time wholly in reading and ftudy, intermed
dled in no bufinefs, and faw very little company. vVhile !he remained in this fitua
tion, which was for the prtfent very melancholy, but which prepared her mind for 
thofe great actions by which her life was afterwards fo much diftinguifhed; pro
pofals of marriage were made her by the Swedilh ambaifador, in his mafrer's 
name. As her firfl: queO:ion was, whether the Queen had been informed of thefe 
propofals ; the ambaffador told he~, thdt his mjfrer thought, as he was a gentle
tnan, it was his duty firft to make his addrelfes to herftlf; and having obtained 
her confi nt, he would next, as a King, apply to her fifter. But the princefs 

. would allow him to proceed no farther; and the Q.1een, after thanking her for 
this inftance of duty, defired to kli OW how fhe ftood affeCted to the Swedifh pro
pofals. Elizabeth, tho' expofed to many prefent dangers and mortifications, had 
the magnanimity to referve herfelf for better fortune; and fhe covered her refufal 
with profeffions of a paffionate attachment to a fingle life, which, Ihe faid, lhe 

infinitely 
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infinitely preferred before any other *. The princefs ihowed like prudence In Chap. II. 

concealing her fentiments of religion, in cam plying with the prefent modes of 1 5 5 • 

worfhip, and in eluding all quefl:ions with regard to that delicate fubjeCl: t. 
T E money granted by Parliament, enabled the OEeen to fit out a fleet of 

a hundred and forty fail, which being joined by thirty Flemifh ihips, and carry
ing fix thoufand la.nd forces on board, was fent to make an attempt on the coafr 
of Brittany~ '1~he fleet was commanded by lord Clinton ; the land forces by 
the earls of Huntingdon and Rutland. But the equipment of the fleet and army 
was fo dilatory, that the French got intelligence of the defign, and were prepared 
to receiv.e them. The Englifh found Brefr too well guarded to make an attempt 
on that place; but landing at Conquer, they plundered and burnt the town with 
fame adjoining villages, and were proceeding to ·commit greater diforders, when 
Kerfimon, a Breton gentleman, at the head of fome militia, fell upon them, put 
them to rout, and drove them to their ihips with confiderable lofs. But a 
fmall fquadron of ten Engliih ihips, had an opportunity of amply revenging 
this difgrace upon the French. The Marefchal de Thermes, governor of Calais, 
had made an irruptio11 into Flanders, with an army of fourteen thoufand men; 
and having forced a paffage over the river Aa, had taken Dunkirk, and Berg St. 
Winoc, and had advanced as far as Newport. But count Egmont coming fud
denly upon him, with fuperior forces, he was obliged to retire; and being over
taken by the Spaniards near Gravelines, he chofe very ikilfully his ground for the 
engagement. He fortified his left-wing with all the precautions poffibJe; and pofted 
his right along the river Aa, which, he reafonably thought, gave him a full fecurity 
from that quarter. But the Englifh 1hips, which were accidentally on the coaft, 
being drawn by the noife of. the firing, failed up the river, and flanking the French, 

~ Burnet~ vol. ii. ColleCt. N°. 37· 

t The common net at that time# fays Sir Richard Baker~ for -catching of prote!l:ants, was the real 

prefence; and this net was ufed to catch the lady Elizabeth: For being a1ked one time what fhe thought 

af the words of Chrift, This is my !Jody., whether fhe thought it the true body of Chrift that was in the 
{acrament; it is faid, that, after fome paufing, fhe thus anfwereG!: 

Chrift was the word that fpake it; 
He took the bread and brake it; 
And what the word did make it, 

That I believe and take it. 

Which, tho' it may feem but a flight expreffi<3n, yet hath it more iolidnefs than at firft fight appe~rs ; 
at Ieaft it ferved her turn at that time, to efcape the net, which by direCt anfwer !he coul_d not have 

done. Baker's Chronicle, p. 3 20. 

Vot. III. 3 F did 
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Chap. rr. did fuch execution by their artillery, that they put them to flight; and the 
1558. Spaniards gained a complete victory :f:. 

MEANWHILE the principal army of France, under the duke of Guife, and 
that of Spain, under the duke of Savoy, approached very near each other on 
the frontiers of Picardy; and as the two Kings had come into their refpective 
camps, attended by the flower of their nobility, men expected that fome great 
and important event would follow, frorn the en1ulation of thefe warlike nations. 
But Philip, tho' actuated by the ambition, poffeffed not the enterprize, of a con
queror; and he was willi1 0 , notwithftanding the fuperiority of his numbers,, 
and the two great viCl:ori 5 which he had gained at St. ~intin and Gravelines, 
to put a period to the war by a treaty. N egociations were entered into for that 
purpofe; and as the terms offered by the two monarchs were fomewhat wide of 
each other, the armies were put into winter quarters, till the princes could come 
to better agreement. Among other conditions, Henry demanded the reftitution 
of N avarre to its lawful owner; Philip that of Calais and its territory to England : 
But in the midft of thefe negociations and debates, news arrived of the death of 
~een Mary; and Phi lip, no longer connected with England, began to relax in 
his inftances on that capital article. This was the only circumftance which could 
have made the death of that princefs a lofs to the kingdom. 

MAR Y had been long in a very declining ftate of health ; and having miftaken 
her dropfy for a pregnancy, fhe had made ufe of an improper regimen, and her 
malady daily augmented. Every reflection now tormented her : The confciouf
nefs of being hated by her fubjeCl:s, the profpect of Elizabeth's fucceffion, ap
P.rehenfions of the danger to which the catholic religion ftood expofed, dejection 
for the lofs of Calais 11, concern for the ill ftate o£ her affairs, and, above all, , 
anxiety for the abfence of her hufband, who, 1he knew, intended foon to depart 
for Spain, and to fettle there during the reft of his life : All thefe melancholy. 
circumftances preyed upon her mind, and threw her into a lingering fever, of 

Death of the which !he died, after a fhort and unfortunate reign of five years, four months, 
Qgeen. I d 
17November. and e even ays. 

IT is not necelfary to employ many words in drawing the tharacter of this prin 
cefs. She poffefTed few qualities, either eftimable or amiable; and her perfon 
was as little engaging as her behaviour and addrefs. Obftinacy, bigotry, vio
lence, cruelty, malignity, revenge, tyranny; every circumftance of her cha
racter took a tincture from her bad temP.er and narrow underfranding. And 

:t: Hollingfhed, p. 1 I 50. 

11 The lofs of Calais fo much 
1
afFected her, that ilie faid to her attendants, that when .!he was dead, 

they would find Calais at her heart. 

5 amidft 
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amrdfl: that complication of vices, which entered into her compofition, we ihall Chap. J ~-
fcarce find any virtue but fincerity; a quality, which ihe feems to have main- 1 55 8~ 
tained throughout her _whole life ; except in the beginning of her reign, when 
the neceffity of her affairs obliged her to make fame promifes to the proteftants, . 
which fhe certainly never intended to perform. But in thefe cafes a weak bi-

. gotted woman, under the government of priefts, eafily finds cafuiftry fufficient· 
to juftify to hcrfelf the violation of an engagement. She appears. alfo, as well as. 
her father, to have been fufceptible of fame attachments of friendihip; and that 
without the caprice and inconftancy which were fo remarkable in the conduct of 
that monarch. To which we may add, that, in many circumftances of her· 
life, fhe gave indication of refolution and· vigour of mind ; a quality, which 
feems to have been inherent in her family. 

CARDINAL Pole had been long in a declining ftate of health from an intermit
ing fever ; and he died the fame day with the ~een, about fixteen hours after 
her. The benign charaCter of this prelate, the modefty and humanity of his deport
ment, made him be univerfally beloved; infomuch that in a nation, where the moft 
furious perfecution was carried on, and the moft violent religious factions pre
vailed, entire juftice, even by moft of the informers, has been done to his merit. 
The haughty pontiff, Paul the fourth, had entertai,ned fome prejt1~ices againft him; 
and when England declared war againfr Henry, the ally of that.pope, he feized 
the opportunity of revenge, and revoking Pole's legantine commiffion, appointed 
in his room cardinal Peyto, an obfervantine friar and confeffor ro the Qyeen.· 
But Mary would never permit the new legate to exercife his power ; and Paul 
was afterwards obliged to reitore cardinal Pole to his authority. 

THERE occ.ur few . general remark~, befides what have been already made in 
the courfe of our narration, with regard to the general ftate of the kingdom 
during this reign. The naval power of England was then fo inconfiderabJe, that 
fourteen thoufancf pounds being ordered to be applied to the fleet by the treafurer 
and admiral, both for repairing and victualling it, they computed, that, whelf 
that money was expended, ten thoufand pounds a year would afterwards anf wer all 
neceifary charges ;"'· The arbitrary proceedings of the ~een, above mentioned, join
ed to many monopolies granted by this princefs, as well as by her father, checked 
very much the growt 1 of trade; and fo much the more, as all other prince~ !n
Europe either were not permitted or did not find it nece£fdry to act in fo tyran
nical~ manner. P~cts of Parliament, both in the laft reign and in the beginning . 
of the prefent, had laid the fame impoGtions on the merchants of the Steel-yard as on 
other aliens: Yet the ~1een, immediately after her marriage, compl ied with tl·e 

~ Burnet, vol. iii B· z 59 
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Chap. II. follicitations of the emperor, and by h~r prerogative, fufpended thefe aCts of 
Parliament t. No .body in that age pretended to queftion this exercife of the 
prerogative. The hiH:orians are entirely filent with regard to it; and it is only 

. by the colleCtion of public papers that it is handed down to us . 

. AN abfurd law had been made in the preceding reign, by which every one 
was prohibited from making cloth unlefs he had ferved an apprentice!hip for 
[even years. This law was repealed in the firft year of the ~een's reign ; and 

this plai~1 reafon given, that it had occafioned the decay of the woolen manufac
tory, and had ruined feveral towns :J:. It is ftrange that Edward's law fhould 
have been revived during the reign of Elizabeth; and ftill more ftrange, that it 

ihould ftill fubfifr. 

A PAss AGE to Archangel had been difcovered by the Englifh during the lafl: 

reign ; and a beneficial trade .with Mufcovy had been efi:ablifhed. A folemn I 

embaffy was fent by the Czar to ~een Mary. The ambaffadors were fhip
wrecked on the coaft of Scotland; but being hofpitably entertained there, they 

proceeded on their journey, and were received at London with great pomp .and 

folemnity *. This feems to have been the firft intercourfe, which that empire had 
with any of the weftern potentates o~ Europe. · 

A . LAw was paffed in this reign 11, by which the number of horfes, arms, 
and furniture, was fixed, which each perfon, according to the extent of his 

property, fhould be provided of for the defence of the kingdom. A man of a 
thoufand pounds a year, for inftance, was obliged to maintain at his own charge 
fix horfes fit for demi-lances, of which three at leaft to be furnifhed with fuf
ficient harneffes, fteel faddles, and weapons proper for the demi-lances ; and te.n 

ljght horfes, fit for light horfemen, with furniture and weapons requifi~e for 

them : He was alfo obliged to have forty corflets furni!hed ; fifty almain rivets, 
or inftead of them, forty coats of plate, corflets or brigandines furnifhed; forty 
pikes, thirty long bows, thirty fheafs of arrows, thirty fteel capes or fkulls, 

~wenty black bills or halberts, twenty haquebuts, and twenty n1orions or fallets. 
We may remark, that a man of a thoufand merks of ftock was rated equal to one 
of two hundred pounds a year: A proof that few or none at that time Jived on 

their ftock in money, and that great profits were made by the merchants in the 

courfe of their trade. There is no clafs above a thoufand pounds a year. 

t Rymer, vol. xv. p. 364. · t I Mar. Parl. z. cap. 7· • Hollingfhed, P• 7 3 z, 
l!eylin, p. 71. H 4 & 5 Phi!. & Mar. cap. z. 

The END of the THIRD VoLuME. 
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