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g'he king's preparations for the crufade--Sets out 
on the crufade--'I'ranfatlions in Sicily--King's 
arrival in Palefline--State of Palejfine--Dif
orders in England--'I'he king's heroic aCtions in 
Palefline--. His return from Pale.ftine--Cap ... 
tivity in Germany--War with France--'I'he 
king's delivery---Re~urn to England--War 
with Prance--Death-and charafter of the 
king-Mifcellantous tra11jaftions of this reign. 

H E compunCl:ion of Richard, for his undutiful c H A P. 

behaviour towards his father, was durable, and X. 

influenced him in the choice of his minifiers ~ · 
<lnd fervants after his fuccefiion. 'rhofe who had fecond-
ed and favoured his rebellion, inftead of meeting with 
tha.t truft and honour which they expe£lced, were furprized 
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C H A P. to find, that they lay under difgrace with the new king;
~.:__, and were on all occafions hated and defpifed by him. 

uSg. The faithful minifrers of Henry, who had vigoroufly op
pofed all the enterprizes of his fons, were received with 
open arms, and were continued in thofe offices which 
they had honourably difcharged to their former mafrer •. 
This prudent conduCt might be the refult of refleCtion; 
but in a prince, like Richard, fo much guided by paffion, 
and fo little by policy, it was commonly afcribed to a 
principle frill more virtuous and more honourable. 

RICHARD, that he might make atonement to one pa
rent for his breach of duty to the other, immediately fent 
orders for releafing the queen-dowager from the confine
ment in which fhe had long been detained ; and he en
trufted her with the government of England, till his 
arrival in that kingdom. His bounty to his brother John 
was rather profufe and imprudent. Befides befrowing on 
him the county of Mortaigne in Normandy, granting 
him a penfion of four thoufand marks a-year, and mar
rying him to Avifa, the daughter of the earl of Glocefrer~ 
by whom he inherited all the poifeffions of that opulent 
family; he increafed this appanage, which the hte king 
had deftined him, by other extenfive grants and concef
fions. He conferred on him th~ whole efl:ate of William 
Peverell, which had efcheated to the crown: He put him 
in poffeffion of eight ca:fl:les, with all the forefts and ho
nours annexed to them : He delivered over to him no lefs 
than fix carldoms, Cornwal, Devon, Somerfet, N otting
ham, Dorfet, Lancafrer and Derby. And endeavourino-o' 
by favours, to fix that vicious prince in his duty, he put 
it too much in his power, whenever he pleafed, to depart 
from it. 

The kin.g's 'I'HE king, impelled more by the love of military glory 
preparatwn th , f Jt. . n. 
for the cru- an oy upennt10n, a~~..ed, from the beginning of hii 
fade. 

~ Hoveden, p. 655• Bened. Abb, p. 547• M. P.uis, p. I07• 
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RICHARD t. 3 

teign, as if the foie purpofe of his government had been c H .. A P. 

the relief of the Holy .Land, and the recovery of Jerufa- .JI"""~ 
lem from the Saracens. This zeal againfi infidels, be- II8g. 

ing communicated to his fubjeB:s, broke out in London 
on the day of his coronation, and made them find a cru..: 
fade lefs dangerous, and attended with more immediate 
profit. The prejud ices of the age had made the lending 
of money on interefl: pafs by the invidious name of ufury : 
Yet the neceffity of the praCtire had fi:iL continued it, and 
the greatefr part of that kind of dealing fell every -vvhere 
into the hands of the Jews; ,rho, being already :I fa
mous on account of their religion, had no honour to lofe, 
and were apt to excrcife a profcffion, odious in itfelf, by 
every kind of rigor, and even fometimes by rapine and 
extortion. The indufl:ry and frugality of thofe people 
had put them in poffeffion of all the ready money, which 
the idlenefs and profufion, common to the Englifh with 
other European nations, enabled them to lend on exor
bitant and unequal intcrefl:. The monkifh writers repre
fent it as a great fl:ain on the wife and equitable govern
ment of Henry, that he had carefully protected this infidel 
race from all injuries and infults; but the zeal of Richard 
afforded the populace a pretence for venting their animo
fity againfl: them. The king had iffued an edict, prohi
biting their appearance at his coronation ; but feme of 
them, bringing him large prefcnts from their nation, 
prefumed, in confidence of that merit, to approach the 
hall in which he din~d : Being d!fcovercd, they were 
expofed to the infults and injuries of the byfl:anders; they 
took to flight; the people purfucd them; the rumor was 
fpread, that the king had iffued orders to maffacre all the 
Jews ; a command !o agreeabie v..ras executed in an inftant 
on fuch as fell into the hands of the populace ; thofe who 
had l!_ept at home were expcfcd to equd danger; the 
people, moved by rapacity and zeal, broke into their 
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c H A P. houfes, which they plundered, after having murdered the 
~~ owners; where the Jews barricadoed their doors, and-

u89. defended themfelves with vigour, the rabble fet fire to the 
houfes, and made way through the flames to exercife their 
pillage and violence; the ufuallicentioufnefs of London, 
which the fovereign power with difficulty refrrained, broke 
out with fury, and continued thefe outrages; the houfes 
of the rich citizens, though Chrifi:ians, were next attack
ed and plundered'; and wearinefs and fatiety at laft put 
an end to the diforder: Yet when the king impowered 
Glanville, the jufriciary, to enquire into the authors of 
thefe crimes, the guilt was found to involve fo many of 
the mofr confiderable citizens, that it was deemed more 
JJrudent to drop the profccution ; and very few fuifered 
the puniflrnent due to this enormity. But the diforder 
flopped not at London. The inhabitants of the other 
cities of England, hearing of this flaughter of the Jews, 
imitated the example : In Y or.k:, five hundred of that mi• 
tion, who had retired into the cafrle for fafety, and found 
.themfelves unable to defend the place, murdered their 

, own wives and children, thre'\v the dead bodies over the 
ails upon the populace, and then fetting fire to the 

houfcs, perifhed in the flames. The gentry of the neigh
bourhood, who were all indebted to the J cws, ran to the. 
cathedral, where their bonds were kept, and made a 
folemn bonfire of the papers before the altar. The com
piler of the annals of W avcrley, in relating thefe events,;. 
bleires the Almigtty for thus delivering over this impious 
race to dcftrutlion ° ~ 

TnE ancient fituation of England, whpn the people 
polfeffed little 1·icl!es an<.l tLe publi~ no credit, made it im• 
pofiible for foverei

0
n6 to bear the expence of a fready ot 

durable ;var, even on their frontiers; much .lefs could' 
they find regular means for the fupport of diftant expedi· 

· tioni 



RICHARD s 
t'ions like thofe into Palefiine, which were more the refult c JJ A P. 

of popular frenzy than of fober reafon or deliberate policy.~~ 
Richard, therefore, knew, that he mufr carry with him n89. 

all the treafure requifite for his enterprize, and that both 
the remotenefs of his own country and its poverty made 
it unable to furniih him with thofe continued. fupplies, 
which the exigencies of fo perilous a war muft nece.lfarily 
require. His father had left him a treafure of above a 
hundred thoufand marks ; and the king, negligent of every 
confidcration, but his prefcnt object, endeavoured to aug-
ment this fum by all expedients, how pernicious foever to 
the public, or ' dangerous to royal authority: He put 
to fale the revenues 2nd manors of the crown; the offices 
of greateft truft and power, even thofe of forefter and 
fneriff, which anciently were fo important c, became ve-
nal; the dignity of chief jufriciary, in whofe hands '\vas 
lodged the whole execution of the laws, was fold to Hugh 
de Puzas, bi1hop of Durham, for a thoufand marks ; the 
f.'lmc prelate bought the earldom of Northumberland for 
his life d ; many of the champions of the crofs, who had 
repented of their vow, purchafed the liberty of vwlating 
it; and Richard, who flood lefs in need of me 1 than o .... 
money, difpenfed, .on thefe conditions, \ ·ith their attend-
ance. Elat~d with the hopes of fame, which in that age 

•attended no wars but thofe againfr the infidels, he wa" 
blind to every other confideration ; and when fome of his 
wifer minifrers objected to this diffipation of the revenue 
and power of the crown, he replied, that he would fell Lon
don itfelf if he CO~lld finJ a purchafer e. Nothing indeeq 
could be a frronser proof how negligent he was of ~11 fu
ture intcrefrs in cnmparifon of the cruf<J.de, than his fell
ing, for fo fin all a fum as 1 o,ooo marks, tl}e vafiahge of 

c The fheriff had anciently both the adminilhation of juflice and the ma
nagement f tbc kin::. 's revenue committtd to hi:n in the county. See Hale.. 
if Sherrffi /lccoums. 

d M, P<!ris, p. Jcg, e W. Heming. p. 519. Knyghton, P• ~402. 
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c H A P. Scotland, together with the fortreffes of Roxborough and 
~ Berwic, the greatefr acquifition that had been made by 

:pSg. his father during the courfe of his viB:orious reign ; and 
his accepting the homage of William in the ufual terms, 
merely for the territories which that prince held in Eng
land 1• The Englifh of all ranks and fl:ations were op
pre:ffed by numerous exaB:ions: JVIenaces were employed 
both againfl: the innocent and the guilty, in order to ex
tort money from them: And where a pretence was want
ing againfr the r:ch, the king obliged them, by the fear 
of his difpleafure, to lend him fums, which'- h~ knew~ 

it would never be in his power to repay. 
BuT Richard, though he faerificed every interefr and 

confideration to the fuccefs of this pious enterprize, car-
, :ried fo little the appearance of fanB:ity i~ his conduB:, 
that Fulk, curate of Neuilly, a zealous preacher of the 
crufade, who from that merit had acquired the privilege 
of {peaking the boldcfi: truths, advifed him to rid himfelf 
of his notorious vices, particularly his pride, avarice, and 
voluptuoufnefs, which he called the king's three favourite 
daughters. You counfel well, replied Richard; and I here

by diJPife of the firjl to the Templars, of the fecond to the Be

mdillines, and of the !bird to my prelates. 

RICI-IARD, jealous of attempts which might be made 
on England uuring his ~.bfence, laid prince John, as well 
as his natural brother GeofFrey, archbiihop of York, un
der engagements~ confirmed by the~r oaths, that neither 
of them :lhould enter that kingdom till his return; though, 
he thought proper, before his departure, to w:thdraw 
this prohibition. The adminiftration was left in the 
hands of Hugh, bifhop of Durham, and of Longchamp, 
biihop of Ely, whom he appointed ju~iciarics and guar
dians of the realm. The latter was a F rcnchman of mean 
birth, and of a violent charafter ; ~ho by art and uddref~ 

~ Hoveden, p. 66~. Rymer, vol. i, p. 64, M. Weft, p. Z57• 

· hac\ 



RICHARD I, 7 

had infinuated himfelf into favour, whom Richard had C H A P. x. 
created chancellor, and whom he had engaged the pope ~ 
alfo to invefr with the legantine authority, that, by u8g • 

.centering every kind of power in his perfon, he might 
~he better enfure the public tranquillity. All the mi-
litary and turbulent fpirits flocked about the perfon of 
the king, and were impatient to diftinguifh themfelves 
~gainft the infidels in Afta; whither his inclinatipns, his 
engagements, led him., and whither he was impelled by 
meffages from the king of France, ready to embark in this 

enterprize. 
THE emperor Frederic, a prince of great fpirit and 

condutt, had already taken the road to Palefrine at the 

head of ISO,ooo men, collected from Germany and all 
the northern ftates. Having furmounted every obfracle 
thrown in his way by the artifices of the Greeks and the 
power of the infidels, he had penetrated to the borders of 
Syria; when, bathing in the cold river Cydnus, during 
the greateft heat of the fummer-feafon, he was feized with 
a mortal difi:emper, which put an end to his life and his 
ra:ih enterprize g. His army, under the command of his 

fon Conrade, reached Palefrine ; but was fo diminifhed 
by fatigue, famine, maladies, and the fword, that it 
fcarcely amounted to eight thoufand men; and was un ... 
able to make any progrefs agajnft the great power, va ... 

lour, and conduet of Saladin. Thefe reiterated calami
ties, attending the crufades, had taught the kings of 
France and England the neceffity of trying another road 
to the Holy Land; and they determined to conduB: their 
armies thither by fea, to carry provifions along with them, 
and by means of their naval power to maintain an open 
communication with their own frates, and with the weftern 
parts of Europe. The place of rendezvous was appoin.:ed n9"' 

· z~h J~ne, 
in plams of V ezelay, on the borders of Burgundy b : 

i Bened, Abb, p. 556. h Hovedcn, p. 66o. 
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c H A P. Philip and Richard, on their arrival there, found their 
~ armies amount to I oo,ooo men i; a mighty force, ani-

IJ9o. mated with glory and religion, condutl:ed by two warlike 
monarchs, provided with every thing which their feveral 
dominions could afford, and not , to be overcome but by 
their own mifcondutl:, or by the unfurmountable obftaclcs 
of nature. 

King fets 
cut 011. the 
crufade. 

14th Sept. 

THE French prince and the Engliih here reiterated 
their promifes of cordial friendihip, pledged their faith 
not to invade each other's dominions during the crufade, 
mutually exchanged the oaths of all their barons and pre
lates to the fame efl-ecr, and fubjected themfelves to the 
penalty of interdicrs and excommunications, if they ihould 
ever violate this public and folemn engagement. They 
then feparated; Philip took the road to Genoa, Richard 
that to fvlarfeilles, with a view of meeting their fleets, 
which were feverally appointed to rendezvous in thefe 
harbours. They put to fca ; and nearly about the fame 
time, were obliged, by ftrefs of weather, to take lhelter 
in Meffina, where they were detained during the who]e 
winter. This event laid the foundation of animofities, 
which proved fatal to their enterprize. 

RICHARD anCl. Philip were, by the fituation and extent 
of their dominions, rivals in power; by their age and in
clinations, competitors for glory; and thefc caufes of 
emulation, which, had the princes been employed in the 
field againfr the common enemy, might have frimulated 
them to martial cnterprizes, foon excited, during the 
prefcnt leifure and rcpofc, quarrels between monarchs of 
fuch a fiery character. . Equaliy haughty, ambitious, in
trepid, and inflexible ; they were irritated with the leafl: 
appearance of injury, and were incapable, by mutual 
condefcenfions, to efFace thofe caufes of complaint, which 
unavoidably arofe bet\veen them. Richard candid fin-

' ' 
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cere, undefigning, unpolitic, violent, laid himfelf open, c H A P. 

on every occafion, to the defigns of his antagonifr ; who, ~_.:__, 
provident, interefred, deceitful, failed not to take all ad- 1 Iga. 

vantages againfr him: And thus, both the circumfrance.; 

of their difpofition in which they were fimilar, and thofe 

in which they differed, rendered it impoffible for them to 

perfevere in that harmony, which WJS fo neceffary to the 

fuccefs of their undertaking. 
THE lafr king of Sicily and Naples was \Villiam II. :r::n~tc .. 

who haq married J oan, fifier to Richard, and who, cly- ~~~ty:ll 
ing without iifue, had bequeathed his dominions to his pa-

ternal aunt, ConHant' a, the only legitim::~.te defccnclant fur-

viving of Roger, the firft fovcreign of thofe frates who had 

been honoured with the royal title. This princefs h?.d, in 

expeCtation of that rich inheritance, been married to 

Henry VI. the reigning emperor k; but Tancred, her 
natural brother, had fxed fuch an interefr amonG the 
barons, that, taking advantage of Henry's abfcnce, he 
had acquired poifeffion of the throne, and maintained his 
claim, by force of arms, a:_,ainR: :1.ll the efforts of the Ger-
mans 1• The approach of the crufad~rs naturally gave 
him apprehenfions for his unfiable government; and he 
was uncertain, whether he had mofr reafon to dread the 
prcfence of. the French or of the Englifll monarch. Philip 
was engaged in a frriCl: alliance with the emperor, his 

competitor: Richard was difgufred by his rigors towards 
the queen-dowager, whom the Sicilian prince had con-

fined in Palcrmo; bcc<'..ufe £he had oppofed with all her 

i~terefr hi; fucceffion to the crown. Tancrcd, therefore, 

fenfib!e of the pr~fent neccflity, refolved to p:1y court to 
both thcfc formidable prince~; and he was not unfucccfsful 
in his endeavours. He perfuadcd Philip that it was highly 

improper for him to interrupt his enterprize a6ainft tLc 
;nt1~ds, by any attempt ag:linfi: a Chrifiian pri_lce: JIG 

· "Dene~. Abb. p. seo, 1 Hovcden, p. 663. 
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c H A P. refrored queen Joan to her liberty; and even found meana 
~ to make an alliance with Richard, who fripulated by 

ugc. treaty to marry his nephew, Arthur, the young duke of 
Britanny, to one of the daughters of Tancrcd m. But 
before thefe terms of friendfhip were fettled, Richard, 
jealous both of Tancred and of the inhabitants of Meffina, 
had taken up his qu~rters in the fuburbs, and had pof
fcffed himfelf of a [mall fort, which commanded the harbour; 
and he kept himfclf extremely on his guard againfr their 

3dOaobt·. enterp~ ~ zes. The citizens took umbrage: Mutual \nfults 
and attacks P.affed between them and the Englifh ~ Philip, 
who had quartered his troops in the town, endeavoured 

1to accommodate the quarrel, 2nd held a conference with 
Richard for that purpofe. While the two kings, meet
ing in the open fields, were engaged in difcourfe on this 
fubjecr, a body of thofe Sicilians feemed to be drawing 
towards them ; and Richard pufhed forwards, in order to 
enquire into the re:1fon of this extraordinary movement n. 

The Engliih, infolent from their power, and inflamed 
with former animofities, wanted but a pretence for attack
ing the Meffinefe : They foon chaced them ofF the field, 
drove them into the town, and entered with them at the 
gates. The king employed his authority to refl:rain them 
from pillaging and maffacring the dcfencelefs inhabitants; 
but he gave orders, in token of his victory, that the frand
ard of England fhould be ereCted on the walls. Philip~ 
who confidercd that place as his quarters, exclaimed 
againfl: the infult, and ordered fome of his troops to pull 
down the frandard: But Richard informed him by a mef
fenger, that, though he himfelf woulJ willingly remove 
that ground of offence, he would not permit it to be done 
by others; and if the French king attempted fuch an in
fult upon him, he fhould not fucceed but by the utmofr 

m Hoveden, p. 676, 6n. Bened, Abb, p. 615, 
p. 6o8, 

n Bened, Abb. 
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effu!ion of blood. Philip, content with this fpecies ofC H A P. 

haughty fubmiffion, recalled his orders 0 : The difference ~ 
was feemingly accommodated; but frill left the remains ll90·; 

of rancour and jealoufy in the breaft of the two mo-
narchs. 

T ANCRED, who, for his own fecurity, ddired to in
flame their mutual hatred,_ employed an artifice, which 
might have been attended with confequences Hill more 
fatal. He fhowed Richard a letter, figned by the French u9r, 

Jcing, and delivered to him, as he pretended, by the duke 
of Burgundy; in which that monarch defired Tancred to 
fall upon the quarters of the Engliili, and promifed tq 
affifr him in putting them to the fword, as common ene-
mies. The unwary Richard gave credit to the informa-
tion ; but was too candid not to betray his difcontent to 
Philip, who abfolutely denied the letter, and charged the 
~icilian prince with forgery and falfehood. Richard 
either was, or pretended to be, entirely fatisfied P. 

LEsT thefe jealoufies and complaints iliould multiply 
between them, it was propofed, that they fhould, by a 
folemn treaty, obviate all future differences, and adjuft 
every point that could poffibly hereafter become a contro ... 
verfy between them. But this expedient ftarted a new 
difpute, which might have proved more dangerous than 
any of the foregoing~ and which deeply concerned the 

honour of Philip's family. When Richard, in every 
treaty with Henry II. infifred fo frrenuoufly on being al
lowed to marry Alice of France, he had only fought a 
pretence for quarrelling; and never meant to take to 
his bed a princefs fufpecled of a criminal amour with his 
own father. After he became mafrer, he no longer fpake 
of that alliance: He even took meafures for efpoufing Be

rcngaria, daughter of Sanchez, king of N avarre, with 
whom he had become enamoured during his abode in 

9 Hqveden, p. 674• 
~rompton, p, 1!95• 

P Ibid. p. 688. Bcned. Ahb. p. 6,p., 643• 
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c H A P. Guienne q: Queen Elcanor was daily expected with tha 
~ princefs at Meffina r: and when Philip renewed to him 

'I19r. his applications for efpoufing his fifter Alice, Richard was 
obliged to give him an abfolute refufal. It is pretended 
bv Hoveden and other hifiorians s, that he was able to 
p~oduce fuch convincing proofs of Alice's infidelity, and 
even of her having born a child to Henry, that her bro
ther defifted from his applications, and chofe to wrap up 
the diihonour of his family in filence and oblivion. It is 
certain, from the treaty itfelf, which remains:, that, 
whatever were his motives, he permitted Richard to give 
his hand to Berengaria ; and having fettled all other con
trovcrfies with that prince, he immediately [et fail for the . 
Holy Land. Richard awaited fomc time the arrival of 
!lis mother and bride; and when they joined him, he fepa
ratcd his Beet into two fquadrons, and fet forward on his 
entcrprize. ~ecn Eleanor returned ~o England ; but 
Berengaria, and the queen-dowager of Sicily, his fifter~ 
attended him on the expedition u. 

THE Engliih Beet, on leaving the port of 1.1cffina, 
met with a furious tempeft; and the fquadron, on which 
the two princdfes were embarked, was driven on the 

~:.th April. coafi: of Cyprus, and fome of the veffcls were wrecked 
near Limine in that ifland. Ifaac, prince of Cyprus, 
who affumcd the magnificent title of emperor, pillaged 
the {hips that were fl:randcd, threw the fcamcn and paf
fcngcrs into prifon, and even refufed to the princeilcs 
liberty, in their dan.serous fituation, of entering the har
bour of Limiffo. But Richard, who arrived foon after,. 
took amp!c vengeance on him for the injury. He difem
barked his troops; defeated the tyrant, who oppofed his 
landing ; entered Limiffo by fl:orm ; gained next day. a 
fecond victory; obliged Ifaac to furrender at difcretion ; 

q Vinifauf, p. 316. r M. Paris, p. II2, Trivet, p. 102. VI. 
Heming, P· 519. s Hov~den) p. 688. t Rymer, vol. \• 
P• 69, Chron, de Dunfl, p. 44• u Bened, Abb, p. 6.f4. 
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an.d cfl:ablifhed governors over the ifland. Th~ Greek c H A P. 

piincc, being thrown into prifon and loaded with irons, ~ 
complained of the little regard with which he was treated: ugt. 

Upon which, Richard ordered filver fetters to be mad~ 
for him; and this emperor, pleafed with the di.fl:inB:ion, 
exprcffcd a fcnfe of the gcnerofity of his conqueror w. 

The king here efpoufed Berengaria, who, immediately nth Mar• 

embarking, carried along with her to Palefiine the 
daughter of the Cypriot prince ; a dangerous rival, who 
was believed to have fcduced the affeB:ions of her huf-
band. Such were the libertine charaCter and conduB: of 
the heroes engaged in this pious enterprize ! 

THE Engliih army arrived in time to partake in the The king's 

glory of the fiege of Acre or Ptolemais, which had been aprnl·v~l. In 
• .1 eutne. 

attacked for above two years by the united force of all the 
Chrifiians in Palefi:i e, and had been defended by the 
utmofi: efforts of Saladin and the Saraccns. The rem2ins 
of the German army, conduB:ed by the emperor Fre
dcric, and the fcparate bodies of adventurers who conti
nually poured in from the weft, had enabled the king of 
Jcrufalem to form this important enterprize x: But Sala
din, having thrown a il:rong garrifon into the place under 
the command of Caracos, his own mafler in the art of 
war, and molefl:ing the befiegers with continual attacks 
and [;Hies, had protra~ed the fuccefs of the enterprize, 
and wafied the force of his enemies. The arri\':-tl of 
Philip and Richard infi ired new life ir to the ChriiH, ns; 
and thcfe princes, ~Cling by concert, and !h~rin6 th~ 

honour and danger of every acrion, gave hopes of a final 
victory over the infidels. They a;;eed o'1 th · s plan of 
operations : Vlhen the French mona~ch attac£..cd the 
town, the En6 li!h gu.1rdcd the trench~s : Next cb.y, v•:hen 
t.he Englilli prince conducted the afElult, the French 

w Bened, Abb. p. 650. Ann. Waver!. p. d~4. Vinifttuf. p. 32S. W. 
Heminj;. p. 523. x V1nifo1uf. p. ::69, :.71 1 :;.;~. 
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c H A P. fucceded him in providing for the fafety of the affailants. 
~N The emulation between !hofe rival kings and rival nations 

ll9 1 • produced extraordinary aCl:s of valour: Richard in par
ticular, animated with a more precipitate courage than 
Philip, and more agreeable to the romantic fpirit of th;1t 
age, drew to himfclf the general attention, and acquired 
a great and fplendid reputation. But this harmony was 
of fhort duration ; and occafions of difcord foon arofe 
between thefe jealous and haughty princes. 

State of Pa· THE family of Bouillon, which had firfi: been placed 
lefiine, on the throne of Jerufalem, ending in a female, Fulk, 

count of Anjou, grandfather to Henry II. of England, 
married the heirefs of that kingdom, and tranfmitted his 
title to the younger branches of his family. The Anje
vin race ending alfo in a female, Guy de Lufignan, by 
efpoufing Sibylla, the heirefs, had fucceedcd to the title; 
and though he loft his kingdom 'by the invafion of Salad in; 
he was frill acknowledged by all the Chriftians for king 
of Jerufalem r. But as Sibylla died without iffue, dur
ing the liege of Acre, I fabella, her younger fifrer, put 
in her claim to that titular kingdom, and required Lu
.fignan to refign his pretenfions to her hufband, Conrade, 
marquis of rviontferrat. Lufignan, maintaining that the 
royal title was unalienable and indcfeazable, had re
courfe to the protection of Richard, attended on him be
fore he left Cyprus, and engaged him to embrace his 
~aufe z. 1'herc needed no other reafon for throwing 
Philip into the party of Conrade ; and the oppofite views 
of thefe great monarchs brought f:.!cbon and diffention 
into the Chrifl:ian army, and retarded all its operations. 
The Templars, the Gcnoefe, ~nd the Germans, declared 
for Philip and Conrade; the Fleming , the Pifans, the 
knights of the hofpital of St. John, adhered to Richard 

Y Vinifauf, p. 1.81. 

'V· Heming. p. 524. ' 
z Trivet, p. 104. Vinifauf, P• 34:%• 
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nnd Lufignan. But notwithfianding thefe difputes, as c H A P. 

the length of the fiege had reduced the Saracen garrifon ~ 
to the laft extremity, they furrendered themfelves prifon- 1h1J9r

1
• 

I~t u y. 
ers ; ftipulated, in return for their lives, other advan-
tages to the Chrifi:iai\s, fuch as reftoring of the Chrifl:ian 

• prifoners, and the delivery of the wood of the true crofs a; 

and this great enterprize, which had long engaged the 
attention of all Europe and Afia, was at laft, after the 
lofs of 30o,ooo men, brought to a happy pc1 iod. 

BuT Philip, inftead of purfuing the hopes of farther 
conquefr, and of redeeming the holy city from flavery, 
being difgufred with the afcendant affumed and acquired 
by Richard, and having views of many advantages, which 
he might reap by his prefence in Europe, declared his 
refolution of returning to France; and he pleaded his 
bad ftate of health as an excufe for his defertion of the 
common caufe. He left, however, to Richard ten thou
fand of his troops, under the command of the duke of 
Burgundy; and he renewed his oath never to commence 
hoftilitics againft that prince's dominions during his ab
f~nce. But he had no fooner reached Italy than he 
applied to pope Cclefrine Ill. for a difpenfation from this 
vow; and when denied that requeft, he frill procee~ed, 
though after a covert manner, in a prcjecr, which the 
prefent fituation of England rendered inviting, and which 
gratified·, in an eminent degree, both hi3 refentment and 
his ambition. " 

lMMEDIATEL Y after Richard had left England, and Diforders ill 
. h I En~lanJ, begun h1s march to the o y land, the two prelates, 

whom he had appointed guardians of the realm, broke out 
into animofities againft each other, and threw the king-

a This true crofs was loft in the battle of Tiberiade, to which it had been 
carried by the crufaders for their rrotecHon. Rigord, an author of thJt age, 
fap, that after this difmal event, all the children who were born throughout 
all Chriftendom, had only twenty or twenty-two teeth, infiead of thirty or 
~irty•two, which Willl their former compleme~t. P• Ii• 

do m 
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c H A P. dam into combufl:ion. Longchamp, prefumptuous in 
~~his nature, elated by the favour which he enjoyed with 

JI9 1 • his mafl:er, and armed with the legantine commiffion, 
could not fubmit to an equality with the bilhop of Dur
ham: He even went fo far as to arrefl: his colleague, 
and to extort from him a refignation of the earldom of 
Northumberland, and of his other dignities, as the prica 
of his liberty l>. 'The king, informed of thefe diffentions, 

ordered, by letters from Marfeilles, that the bilhop 

fhould be reinfl:ated in his offices; but Longchamp had 
:fli.ll the boldnefs to refufe compliance, on pretence that 
he himfelf was better acquainted with the king's fecret 
intentions c. He proceeded to govern the kingdom by his 
foie authority ; to treat all the nobility with arrogance; 
and to difplay his power and riches with an invidious 
·ofl:entation. He never travelled without a fhong guard 
of fifteen hundred foreign foldiers, colleCl:ed fram that 
licentious tribe, with which the age was generally infeft
ed : N obles and knights were proud of being admitted 
into his train: His retinue wore the afpeCl: of royal mag
nificence : And when, in his progrefs through the king
dom, he lodged in any monafl:ery, his attendants, it is 
faid, were fufficient to devour, in one night, the revenue 
of feveral years d. The king, who was detained in 

Europe longer than the haughty prelate expeCl:ed, he:1ring 

of this ofrentation, which exceeded even what the habits 
of that age indulged to ecclefiafiics ; being alfo informed 
of the infolent, tyrannical conduCl: of his minifl:er; 

thought proper to refl:rain his power: He fent new orders, 

appointing Waiter archbilhop of Rouen, "\Villiam Mare
fual earl of Strigul, Geoffrey Fitz-Peter, William Brie

were, and Hugh Bardolf, counfellors to Longchamp, 

b Hoveden, p. 665. K~yghton, p. 2403. c W. Heming, 

P• 528. cl Hoveden> p. 68o, Bened • .Abb, P• 6z6, 700.. Bromp· 
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:md commanding him to take no meafure of importance C H A P. 

without their co.ncurrencc artd approbation. But fuch ~ 
general terror had this man iinpre1fed by his violent con- 1191· 

clucr, that even the archbifhop of Roi.icn and the earl of 
.Strigul durit not produce tliis mandate of the king's ; 
and Longchamp frill maintained art uncontrouled authb-
rity over the nation. But when he proceeded fo far as 
to throw into prifon Geoffrey arclibi:fbop of York, who 
had oppofcd his meafures, this breadi of ccclefiafHcal 
privileges excited fuch an univcrfal ferment, that prince 
John, difgufred with the fmall fhare he po1fe1fed in the 

government, and perfonally difobliged by Longchamp, 
ventured to fummon at Reading a general council of the 
nobility and prelates, and cite him to appear before them. 
Longcharnp thought it dangerous to entruft his perfon in 
their hands, and he f-'1ut himfelf up in the tov.rcr of Lon-

clon ; but being foon obliged to furrender that fortrcfs, he 
fled beyond fea, concealed under a female habit, and was 

deprived of his offices of chancellor and chief j ufiiciary ; 
the laft of which was cortferred on the archbiihop of 
Roi.ieh, a prelate of prudence and moderation. The 
office of legate, however, which had been renewed to 
Longchamp by pope Celcfiine, frill gave him, notvi'ith-
ftanding his abfence, great authority in the kingdom, 

enabled him to difiurb the government, and forwarded 
the views of Philip, who watched every opportunity of 
annoying Richard's dominions. That monarch firfi: u 9z. 

attempted to carry open war into Normandy; but as the 
French nobility refufed to follow him in an invafion of a 
fiate which they had fworn to protecr, and as the popet 
who was the general guardian of all princes that had taken 

the crofs, threatened him with ecclefiafrical cenfures, he 
defified from his enterprize, and employed againfl: Eng-
land the expedient of fecret policy and intrigue. He 
debauched prince John from his allegiance ; promifed · 
him his fifter Alicc in marriage i oftercd to give hill! -

VOL. II. C po1feffion 
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c H A P. poflcffion of a11 Richanl's tranfmarinc dominions; and 

• ~ had not the authority of queen Elcanor, and the menaces· 
II91... of the Englifh council, prevailed over th~:; inclinations of 

th:.:t turbulent prince, he was ready to have croifed the 
feas, and to have p~t in execution his criminal enter-

prizes. 
The king's THE jealoufy of Philip was every moment excited by 
htroic ac- h 1 h' h 1 n.· f R · h d · tions in Pa-t c 

0 
ory, Vh IC t 1e great acuons o IC ar were gam-

le:lwe, ing him in the caft, anJ which, being compared to his 
own dcfertion of tl-lat popular caufc, threw a double 

lu:!he on his r!v 1. His envy, therefore, p~cmpted him 
to ohfcure that fame, v.rhich he. had not equalled ; and he 
embrac'::cl every prctcnc~ of throwing .the r.1ofr violent 
and moH improb.1blc calumnies on the king of England. 
Thc:re w~s a petty prince in Afi1, commonly called The old 
man of the mozmtain, who had acquir d fuch an afcendant 
over his fanatical fubjeets, that they paid the moft implicit 
cl f~rcnce to his commands ; dbemc 1 afra:ffination meri
torious, when r~ncfficd by his mandate; ~ourted danger, 
and even certain deatl1, in the c:: .. ccution of his orders ; 
and fancied, that, wl ,;re they fcu::rificcd their lives for his 

fake, the hichefl: joys of paraJift. v;crc the infallible re
ward or. their devoted o0edi('nc~ c. tt was .. he cufrom of 
th"s p~·in~ ·, when he imagined himfdf injured, to dif
patch f..:crctly forr..~ of his fubjc2·s againft the aggreffor, 
to charge th~m w"th the execution of his revenge, to 
jnfl:rutl tl.lem in every 2.rt of difguifing their purpofe ; 

·and no pr£caution was fu.::cicnt to ~uard any man, how
e .er pm,>~rful, againfl: the attempts of thefe fubtle and 
determined ruffians. The grcatefl: monarchs itood in 
awe of this prince of tl1e allaffins, (for that was the 

name of his people; v.hence the word .as b ... en tranf-
f~rrcd into mofi: Europe:-.n languao-es) and it was the 

~ , b 

-:::highdr in 'ifcretion in Conr:.:tde, marquis of 1\tior;.tf~rrat,. 

e \\'. Heming. p. 532· B:.ompton, P• 1243• 
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o ofFend and afFront him. !'he inhabitants of Tyre, who c H A P •• 
• X 

were governed by that nobleman, h2d put to death fomc of ~ 
this dangerous people: The prince demanded fatisfaction; JIS~· 
for as he piqued himfelf on never beginning any offence r, 
he had his rcgubr and cihbli:fhcd formalities in requiring 
atonement: Conra.de treated his rrtcffengers with clifdain : 
T'hc prince iffuC>d the f, tal orders : Two of 1 is fubjeB:s, 
who had infinuated themfelves ·in difguifc among Conrade's 
guards, openly, in the ftrects of Sidon, wot:nded him 

mortally ; and when they were feized and put to the 
mofr cruel tortures, they triJimp. ed amidH their agoni~s, 

· and rejoiced that they h:1d been defrinccl by heaven to 
fuifcr in fo j uft and meritorious a caufe. 

EvERY one in Palefiine knew from w·hat hand the 
blow came. Rich:::.rd was entirely free from fufpicion. 

Though that monarch had formerly maintained the caufe 

of Lufignan againfr Conradc, te h:1d become fenfible of 
the bad effects attend :ng thofe dilfentions, and had volun

tarily conferred on the former the kingdom of Cyprus, 
on condition that he fhould refign to his rival all prcten
fions on the crown of Jerufalcm g. Conrade himfclf, 
with his dying breath, had .recommended his widow to 
the protection of Richard h ; the prince of the affaffitL 
·a.vowed the action in a form~l' 1Flrrativc whi..:h he fcnt to 
Europe i; yet, on this foundation, the king of France 
thought fit to build the mof!: egregious calum,nies, and to 
impute to Richatd the murder of the marquis of .l\!Iont
ferrat, whofe elevation he had once open! y oppofc d. He 

filled all Europe with exclamations againfr the crime; 
appointed a gu:::.rd for his own perfon, in order to de

fend himfelf againf!: a like atte~pt k ; and endeavoured, 
by thefc !hallow artifices, to cover the in.fi my of attack-

f Rymer, vol. i. p. 7I. g Vinifauf. P· 39Y· h nrompton, 
p. 1243. i Rymer, vol. i. p. 71. Tri\•ct, p. 124. \V. Hcming. 
1' 4~· Diceto, p. 68o, k W, Heming. p. 53~. Bromrton, 
P· 1Z4S• 
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c H A P. ino- the dominions of a prince, whom he himfelf had 

~ dtferted, and who was engaged with fo much glory in a 

1192 • war, univerfally acknowledged to be the common caufe 

of Chriftendom. 
BuT Richard's heroic aB:ions in Palefrine were the befl: 

apology for his conduCt. The Chriftian adventurers 
under his command determined, on opening the cam
paign, to attempt the fiege of Afcalon, in order to pre
pare the way for that of Jcrufdem; and they marched 
along the fca-coaft with that intention. Saladin propofed 
to intercept their pafL1.gc ; and he placed himfelf on the 

road with an army, amounting to 300,000 combatants. 
On this occafion V\ as fought one of the greatcft battles of 
that age ; and the mofr celebrat~d, for the military ge
nius of th~ commanders, for the number and valour of 
the troops, and for the great variety of events which 
attended it. Both the right wing of the Chrifiians, 
commanded by d' Avefnes, and the left, conduCted by the 
duke of Burgnndy, were, in the beginning of the day, 

broken and defeated ; when Richard, who led on the 

main body, refrored the battle; attacked the enemy with 
intrepidity anu prefence of mind; performed the part both 

of a confummate general and gallant foldier; and not 
only gave his two wings leifure to recover from their con
fufion, but obtained a complete victory over the Sara

cens, of whom forty thoufand are faiu to have periilied 
in the field 1• Afcalon foon after fell into the hands of 
the Chrifrians : Oth~r fieges were carried on with equal 
fuccefs: Richaru was even able to advance within fight 
of Jerufalem, the objeCt of his enterprize; when he 
had the mortification to find, that he muft abandon all 
hopes of immediate fuccefs, and muft put a frop to his 

career of viCl:ory. The crufaders, animated with an en· 

1 Hoveden, p. 69S, Bened. Ab b. p. 67;; Dicato, p. 66:r.. Brompton, 
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thufiafl:ic ardor for the holy ·wars, broke at firfl: through C Hr A P. 

all regards to fafety or i1~tereft in the profecution of their ~ 
purpofe ; and trufling to the immediate affiftance of 1 1 9~· 

heaven, fet nothing before their eyes but fame and "ViCtory 

in this world, and a crown of glory in the next. But 

long abfence from home, fatigue, difeafe, want, and the 

variety of incidents which naturally attend war, had gra-
dually abated that fury, which nothing was able dircCl:ly 
to withftand ; and every one, except the king of Eng-
land, expreffed a defire of fpeedily returning into Eu-

rope. The Germans and the Italians declared their 
refolution of defifting from the enterprize: The French 
were frill more obfrinate in this purpofe: The duke of 
Burgundy, in order to pay court to Philip, took all op
portunities of mortifying and oppofing Richard m: And 
there appeared an abfolute neceffity of abandoning for the 
prefent all hopes of farther conqueR:, and .of fecuring the 

acquifitions of the Chrifrians by an accommodation with 

Saladin. Richard, therefore, concluded a truce with 

that monarch; and fl:ipulated, that Acre, J oppa, and 

other feaport towns of Paleftine, ihould remain in th~ 

hands of the Chriftians, and that every one of tha_t religion 

ihould have liberty to perform his pilgrimage to Jerufa-
lem uz-:molefted. This truce was concluded for three 
ye:us, three months, three weeks, three days, and three 
hours; a magical number, which had probably been de-
vifed by the Europeans, and which was fuggefted by a 
fuperftition well fuited to the objeCl: of the war. 

THE liberty, in which Saladin indulged the Chriflians, 

to perform their pilgrimages to J erufalem, was an eafy 
facrifice on his part; and the furious wars, which he waged 

in .defence of the barren territory of Judea, were not with 

him, as with the European adventurers, the refult of 
fuperftition, but of policy. The advantage indeed of 

m Vinifauf, p. ~8o• 
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c r A P. fciencc, moderation, humanitv, was at that time entirely 
X . 
~ Oil the fi'1C of the S<~racens; «.nd this gallant emperor, 

1192.• p:u·jcular, difplayed during t 1c courfe of the war, a 
fpirit aml generofity, which even his bigotted enemies 
were obliged to acknO\ ,ledge and admire. Richard, 
cq ually martial and brave, carried with .him more of the 
barb:-trian charaeccr; and \-:as guilty of aB:s of ferocity, 
which threvv a {bin on his celebrated v!clorics. Whe11 
Saladin refufed to ratify the capitulation of Acre, the 
l:it g of England orcler:::d all his prifoners, to the number 
of five thoufar.d, to be butchered ; and the Saracens 

founq thcrr.felvcs obliged to retaliate upon the Chrifi:ians 
by a like cruelty n. Saladin died at Damafcus foon after 
concluding this tr cc with the princes of the crufade: It 
is memorable, that, before he expired, he ordered his 
v, inding-fhcet to be carried as a fi:andard through every 
fhcet of the city ; while a crier went before, and pro:.. 
claimed with a loud voice, This is all that remains to the 
mighty Saladin, the conqueror of tbe Eajl. By his lafi: will, 
he ordered charities to be ciifi:ributcd to the peer, without 
diftinction of Jew, Chrifl:ian, or Mahometan. 

Tre ki~p,'s 1~HERE rem:1incd, af~cr ~h~ truce, no bufincfs of im-
ntnr"1 trom d . n • 1 cl · p 1 11. • Palet~it1 e, portancc to ctam 1' !Ctlarr n a1cume ; and the intelli-

gence which he recci1 ed, concerning the intrizues of his 
brother John, ;:md th fc of the king of France, m"dc him 
fenfible, that his prc~c:1Cc was nccdfary in -Eurcpc . 

.As he d:1.rcd not to paL, though France, he failed to the 
Adriatic; anJ Lcing fh;p·.;rrcckcd near Aquilcia, he put 
on the diigt~ife of a pi!grim, with a purpofe of taking 
h"s journey fecrctly through Germany. Purfued by the 
gm·"'n or of Htria, h~ was forced out of the direct road 
to En~iand, 3t--.d ·,·as ooliged to pafs by Vienna; where 
his e. ·p:::nces and lihe.ra:;des betrayed the monarch in the 

n Eoveden~ p. 69;. De. ned. Abj, p. 673• M, Paris) p. Il)· Vinifauf, 
P· 3 6. \V, He,, :n;;. p. 531, 
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f1abit of the pilgrim; and he \Vas arrefred by orJers of c H A P. 

Leopold, duke of Auitria. ThP, prince had ferved under ~· 
Richard at the ficge of Acre; but being difgufred by fome ;r"'-· 
· r. 1 f h h 'lOtn De
ll1lll t o t at aughty monarch, he was fo ungenerous ~s cetllber. 

to feize the prefent opportunity of gratifying ~t once '1is 

avarice and revenge; and he threw the bng into prifon. ug3. 

The emperor Henry VI. who a!f.:> confdered Richard 

as an enemy, on account of the alliance contracted by 
him with Tancred, king of Sicily, difpatc 1ed meffcngers 

to the duke of Aufhia, required the royal captive to be 

delivered to him, and fi:ipulatcd a large fum of money as 
a rcwan.l [i r this fervicc. Thus the kino- of Eno-land, Captivity in 

0 0 Germany 
who had filled the whole world with his renown and glory, · 

found himfelf, during the mofr critical fiate of his affairs, 
confined in a dungeon, and loaded w:th ir_9ns, in the heart 

of Germany<-'' and cntir ly at the mercy of his enemies, 

the bafefr and mofi. for id of mat.kind. 
THE Engliih council was afronifned on receiving this 

f<lta1 i;1telli'}·enc:e; and foreLw ·all the dangerous conic
quenccs, which might naturally ~r:fe from that event. 
The quecn-dowat,er wr te reiterated letters to pope Cc
leHinc; exclaiming againfi the injury which her fon hc.d 

fufrained, reprefenting the impiety c,f Jetaining in pri[on 
the mof,: illufcrious prince that had yet carried the banners 

of Chrifr into the Holy Lar.d; cbiming the proteCtion of 
th~ apofrolic fee, which vvns due even to the :<n"'<:neft of 

thofe adventurers; and upb:·:liding the pope, that, in a 

caufe where jufi:icc, religion, :1nd the diJ;nity of the 

chill eh, were fo much eo, cer 1 d; a c:mfe which i~ 
might viell befit his holincfs himfelf to fupport by taking 
in perfon a journey to Germany, the fpiritud thunders 

[":teu!d fo lo:1g be fufpen 1cd O\'e-.r thofe farrilegious o .:en
ders P. The zeal of Cc!cfEne c8rrefponcLd not to the 

o Chron , T . \Vyke~, 11· 35• 
76, &c, 

P Rym:r, vol. i. p. iZ-, 73• 7-h 75, 
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c H A P. i1npati.encc of the queen-mother; and the regency of Eng-:: 
~ land were, for a long time, left t9 frruggle alone with all 

x193• their domeftic and foreisn enemies. 
'\Var wi :h THE kil;g of France, quickly informed of Richard's 
Fr.mce. confinement by a meff~ge from the emperor 'l, prepared 

himfelf to tak~ advantage of that incident; and he em
ployed every means of force and intrigue, of war and ne
gotiation, againfr the dominions and the perfon of his 
pnfortunatc rival. He revived the calumny of Richard's 
aifailinating the marquis of Montferrat; and by that ab
furd pretence, he induced his barons to violate their oaths, 
by which they had engaged, that, during the crufade, 
they never would, on any account, attack the dominions 
of the king of England. He made the emperor the largefr 
ofl'ers, if he would deliver into his hands the royal pri
foner, or at lcafr detain him in perpetual captivity : He 
~ven formed an alliance by marriage with the king of 
Denmark, defired that the ancient Danifh claim to th~ 
crown of E:1gland iliould be transferred to him, and foE
cited a fupply of iliipping to maintain it. But the mofr 
fuccefsful of Philip's negotiations was yvith prince John, 
who, forgettinb every tye to his brother, his fovereign, 
and his benefaCtor, thought of nothing but how to make 

·his O"vvn adv;tnt~ ' g:C of the public calamitiLs. That traitor, 
on the firfi ti+vitation from the court of France, fuddenly 
went abroCJ,d, had a conference with Philip, and made a 
treaty, of which the objcCl: was the perpetual ruin of his 
unhappy brother. He fripulated to deliver into Philip's 
hands a great part of Normandy r ; he received, in return, 
the invefciture of all Richard's t:anfmarine dominions; 
and it is retorted by fcveral hifiorians, that he even did 
homage to the French king for the crown of England. 

IN confequence of this treaty, Philip invaded Nor
mandy ; and by the treachery of John's emiffaries, ma~e 

q R)mer~ vol. i, p. 70. _ r lbld, p. 8 S• 
~imfe!f 
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li'imfdf mafier, without oppofition, of many fortrefres, C H A P. 

cuf-chatel, Neaufle, Gifors, Pacey, Ivree: He fub-~ 
clued the counties of Eu and Aum:1le; and advancing to 1193• 

fhrm the firge of Rouen, he threatened to put all the in-

habitants to the fword, if they dared to make refifiance. 

f!appily, Robert earl of Leicefrer appeared in th:tt critical 

momc1!t ; a gallant nobleman, who had acquired great 

honour during the crufade, ar1d who, being more fortu-

n?-tc than his mafter in finding his paffage homewards, 

took on him the command in Roi.ien, and exerted himfelf, 

by his exhortations and example, to infufe courage into the 

difmayed Normans. Philip was repulfed in every attack; 

the time of fervice from his vaffals expired ; and he con-

fentcd to a truce with the Englifu regency, received in 

return the promife of 20,000 marks, and had four cafiles 

put into his hands, as fccurity for the payments. 

PRINCE John, who, with a view of encreafing the ge ... 

p.cral confufion, went over to England, was frill lefs 

fuccefsful in his enterprizes. He was only able to make 

himfdf mafrer of the cafrles of Windfor and Wallingford; 

but when he arrived in London, and claimed the king

dom as heir to his brother, of whofe death he pretended 

to have received certain intelligence, he was rejected by 

all the barons, and meafures v1ere taken to oppofe and 

fubdue him r. The jufiiciaries, fupported by the general 

?-ffetl:ion of the people, provided fo well for the defence 
of the kingdom, that John was obliged, after fome fruit

lefs efforts, to conclude a truce with them ; and before 

its expiration, he thought it prudent to return into 

France, where he openly acknowledged his alliance with 

fhilip u. 

MEAN while, the high fpirit of Richard fufFered in 

permany every kind of infult and indignity. The French 

s Hoveden, p. 73o, 73l· Rymer, vol, i, p. SI, t Hoveden, 

f· 724, u W. Hemin~, p. 536. 
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C H A P. ambaffadors, in their mafl:er's name, renounced him as a 

~~ vaffal to the crovv-n of France, and declared all his fiefs to 
1193· he forfeit~d to his liege-lord. The emperor, that he 

might render him more impatient for the recovery of his 

liberty, and make him fubmit to the payment of a larger 

ranfom, treated him with the grcatsfl: feverity, and re
duced him to a conGi ion worie than that of the 1r..eanefr 
malefatl:or. H~ \V2.S even produced befvrc the di .... t of the 
empire at Worms, and accufed l:y .Hcnrf of many crimes 
and mifdemcano ·s ; of making an alliance with Tancred, 
the ufurpcr of Sicily; of turning the arms of the crufade 
againfr a Chrifri2.n prince, and fubduing Cyprus; of 

affronting the duke of Aufrria before Acre; of obfrrutl:ing 
the progrefs of the Chrifban arms by his qu2.rrels with the 

king of France; of affaffinating Conrade, marquis of 
Montfcrrat; and of concluding a tn.:cc.with Saladin, and 
leaving Jcrufalcm in the h2.nds of the Saraccn emperor VI. 

'Richard, whofe fpirit was not broken by his misfortunes, 
and whofe genius was rather rouzcd by thefe frivolous or 
fcandalous imputations; after prcmifi.ng, that his dignity 
excrr.ptcd him frot:.."l ar:fwering before any j uriftlitl:ion, 

except that of heaven ; yet condefcendcd, for the fake of 
his reputation, to j uftify his con duel before that great 
affi mbly. He obfervcd, that he had no h~nd in Tan
crc<fs clcyation, and only concludca a tre:1ty with a 
prince, whom he found in poU:"'ffi.on of the throne : T~at 
the king, or rather tFant of Cy: rus, had provoked his 
indignation by the n~ofl· ung:cncrous and unjufi proceed

ings; and tl ouJh he c1 aftif::d this tiggrdfor, he had not 
retarded a moment the progre[s of his chief enterprize: 
1'hat if he had at any ::~me been wanting !n ci\'ility to the 
duke of Aufiria, h~ had already be~n f ufficic. t1y punifhcd 

r that fally of paffion; and i:: bct:cr beca:ne men, cm
~ar1-cd together in fo holy a cauf.~, to forgive each o::.1cr's 

infir;nitic , 
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infirmiLies, than to purfuc a flight offence with fuch unre- C H A P. 

lcnting vengt:.mcc : Th:.t it had fufficiently appeared by c.-:;__, 
the event, whether the king of France or he was mo£1: u93. 

zealous for the conquefr of the Holy Land, and was mofr 
likely to facrifice private paffions anJ animofities to that 
great object: That if the whole tenor of his life had not 
ihown him incapable of a bafe affaffination, and jufrified 
him from that imputation in the eyes of his very enemies, 

it was in vain for him, at prefcnt, to make his apology, 
or plead the many irrefragable arguments, which he could 
produce in his own bvour: And that, however he might 
regret the neceffity, he was fo far from being a!hamed of 
his truce v.rith Saladin, that he rather gloried in that 

event; and thought it c:.:trcmely honourable, that, though 
abanuoned by all the world, fupported only by his own 
courage and by the fmall remains of his national troops, 

he co.uld yet obtain fuch conditions from the mofr power-
ful and mofr warlike emperor that the Eafl: had ever yet 

produced. Richard, after thus deigning to apologize for 

his conduct, burfl: out into indignation at the cruel treat-
ment which he had r;J.ct v1ith; th~t he, the champion of 

the crofs, ihll wearing that honourable badge, fflould, 
after expending thJ blood and trcafure of his fubjcB:s in 
the common caufe of Chriitendorn, be intercepted by 
Chriftian princes in his return to his own country, be 
thrown into a dungeon, be loaded with irons, be obliged 

to plead his caufc, s if he were a fubjetl: and a malefac-

tor; and what h~ frill n~ore regretted, be thereby pre-
vented from making prepar2.tions for a new crufadc, which 

he had projeB:cd, after the c:'pirz~ion of the truce, an 
from redeeming the fepuichre of Chrilt, which had fo long 

been profaned by the dominion of the infidels. The 
fpirit :md eloqt!ence of Rich~rd maJe fuch impreffion on 
the G nnan princes, th:.t they cxcbimcd loudly againfr the 
conduct of the emperor; the pope threatened him with cx

.communication; and Hcn:y, \V !le h::d hearkened to the pro-

: 7 pofal 
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c H A P. pofals of the king of France and prince John, found that 

~it would be impraB:icable for him to execute his and their 
1193- bafe purpofes, or to detain the king of England any longer 

Th.e King's in captivity. He th2refore concluded with him a treaty 
c!elnery, d d J}_ h' h' .c. d for his ranfom, an agree to renore 1m to IS tree om 

for the fum of I5o,ooo marks, about 3oo,ooo f>Ounds of 

our prefent money; of which I OO:~OOO marks were to be 

paid before he received his liberty, and fixty-feven ho

fl:ages dcli,·ered for the remainder x. The emperor, as if 
to glofs over the infamy of this tranfatl:ion, made at the 
fame time a prcfent to Richard of the kingdom of Arles, 
comprehending Provence, Dauphiny, Narbonne, and 
other fl:ates, over which the empire had fome antiquated 
claims; a prefent which the king very wifely negleCted. 

THE captivity of the fuperior lord was one of the cafes 

provided for by the feudal tenures ; and all the vaffals were 
in that event obliged to give an aid for his ranfom. 
Twenty :£billings were therefore levied on each knight's 
fee in England; but as this money came in £lowly, and 
was not fufficient for the intended purpofe, the voluntary 
zeal of the people readily fupplied the deficiency. The 
churches and monafreries melted down their plate, to the 

flmount of 30,000 marks ; the bi.lhops, abbots, and no

blcs, paid a fourth of their yearly rent; the parochial 

flergy contr~buted a tenth of their tythes : And the re
quifite fum being thus colleCted, queen Eleanor, and 

u 94, \Valter archbi.lhop of Roi.ien, fct out with it for Ger-
4-th Feo. many; paid the money to the emperor and the duke 

of Aufl:ria at Mentz; delivered them hofiages for 

the remainder; and freed Richard from captivity. His 

efcape was very critical. Henry had been detecred in the 
affaffination of the bilhop of Liege, and in an attempt of · 

a like nature on the duke of Louvaine ; and finding him

felf extremely obnoxious to the German princes on account 

x Rymer, vol. i, p. 81J., 
f 
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iJf thefe odious practices, he had determined to feek fup- C H A P. 
1 

X. 
port from an alliance with the king of France; to detain '--v---1 
Richard, the enemy of that prince, in perpetual captivity; 11

94• 

to keep in his hands the money which he had already re-

ceived for his ranfom; and to extort frcfh fums from Philip 

and prince John, who were very liberal in their offers to him. 
He therefore gave orders that Richard fhould be purfued 

and arrefred ; but the king, making all imaginable hafre, 

had already embarked at the mouth of the Schclde, and 

was out of fight of land, when the meffcngers of the em-

peror reached Antwerp. 
THE joy of the Englifh was extreme on the appear- King's re-

. turn to Eng• 
ance of the1r monarch, who had fuffered fo many cala- land. 

mities, who had acquired fo much glory, and who had ~othMarch. 
fprer.~d the reputati<?n of their name into the fartheft Eaft, 
whither their fame had never before been able to extend. 
He gave them, f.oon after his arrival, an opportunity of 
difplaying publicly their exultation, by ordering himfelf 
to be crowned anew at Winchefi:er; as if he intended, by 

that ceremony, to reinftate himfelf in his throne, and to 

wipe off the ignominy of his captivity. Their fatisfac-
tion was not damped, even when he declared his purpofe 

of refuming all thofe exorbitant grants, which he had 
been neceffitated to make before his departure for the Holy 

Land. The barons alfo, in a great council, confifcated, 
on account of his treafon, all prince John's poffeffions in 
England ; and they affifted the king in reducing the for-
treffes which frill remained in the hands .of his brother's 

adherents r. Richard, having fettled every thing in En g-

. and, paffed over with an army into Normandy; being 

impatient to make war on PhiUp, and to revenge himfelf 
for the many injuries which he had received from ~hat 

monarch z, So foon as Philip beard of the king's deli 

Y Hoveden, p. 737· Ann. Waverl. p. z6s. W. Heming. P• 540. 
so Hovedcn, p. 740, 

very 
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C H A P. very from captivity, he wrote to his confederate, John, 

~~ in thcfe terms : Take care of yomfelf: The devil is broken 

War with 
France. 

'looje a • 

WHEN we confider fuch powerful and martial mo
narchs, inflamed with perfonal animofity againft each 
other, enraged by mutual inj urics, excited by rivalihip, 
impelled by oppofitc intcrefts, and infiiga!t.d by the pride 
and violence of their own temper ; our curiofity is natu
rally raifed, and we expect an o Jfiinate and furious war, 
difringuifhcd by the grcateft cvrnts, and concluded by 
fome remarkable catafirophe. Yet are the incidents,. 
which attended thofe hoftilitics, fo frivolous, that fca~·ce 

any hifrorian can F-ntertain fuch a paffion for military de
fcriptions as to venture on a detail of them : A certain 
proof of the extreme \Yeakne s of princ in thofe ages, 
and of the little author"ty they po!feffcd over their refrac
tory vaffals ! The whole amount of the exploits on both 
fides is, the taking of a ca:fHe, the furprife of a fl:raggling 
party, a rencounter of horfe, v1hich refembles more a 
rout than a battle. Richard obliged Philip to raife the 
:fiege of Verneiiil; he took Lochcs, a fmall town in An
jou ; he made himfelf 111afrer of Bcaumont, and feme 
other places of little confequence; and after thefe trivial 
exploits, the tv o kings bet,an a!re~dy to hold conferenceS' 
for an accommodation. Philip in!ified, that, if a general 
peace were concluded the barons on each fide ihould for 
the future be prohibited . frorr:. carrying on private wars 
againPc each other: But Richard replied, that this was a 

right claimed by his vnffals, and he could not debar them 
from it. After this fruitlcfs negociation, there enfucd an' 

2.ction betv:een the French and Eng iih cavalry at Frctte
val, in which the former were rcuted, ::nd the king of 
~ranee's cartulary und records, hkh commonly at that 
t1me attended his pcrfon, were taken. But this victory 

a Hoved~n) p. 739• 

leading 
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leading to no important ·advantages, a truce for a year C H A P. 

was at lafi, from mutual weaknefs, concluded between~ 
the two tnonarchs. .1 194• 

DuRING this v1ar, prince John deferted from Philip, 

threw himfelf at h!s brother's feet, craved pardon for his 

offences, and by tl1c intercdEon of queen Elcanor, was 

received into favour. I forgive him, faid the king, and 

hope I jl;all as eafily forget bis injuries, as he will my pardon. 

John w:1s incapable even of returning to his duty, with
out committing a bafencfs. Before he left Philip's party, 

he invited to dinner all the officers of the garrifon, which 

that prince had ph:.ced in the ci~adel of Evrcux ; he maf
facred them durir1,g the entertainment; fell, with the 

affifiance of the townfmen, on the garrifon, whom he 
put to the [word ; and then delivered up the place to his 

brother. · 

THE king of France was the great objeB: of Richard's 

rcfentment and animofity: The conduct of John, as well 

as that of the emperor and duke of Aufiria, had been fo 

bafe and mean, and was expofed to fuch general odium and 

reproach, that the king deemed himfelf fufficiently re-
. venged for their injuries; and he feems never to have 

entertained any project of vengeance again:fl: any of them. 
The duke of Aufl:ria, about this time, having crufhed 

his leg by the fall of his horfc at a tournament, was 

thrown into a fever ; and being flruck, on the approaches 
of de::th, with remorfe for his injuL .. :cc to Richard, he 

ordered, by will, all the Englifu hofl:ages in his hands to 

be fet at libertv, and the ITmainder of the debt due to 

him to be re~itted : His fon, who feemed incli~ed to 

difobey thefe orders, was conH:rained by his ecclefiafiics 

to c· ecute them h. The emperor alfo made advances IJ9S• 

for Richard's friend.lhip, and offered to give him a dif-

<:harge of all the debt, not yet paid to him, rrovided he 

Rymer1 vol.;, p. 83, IOZ, 

would 
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c H A P. would enter into an offenfi.ve alliance againfl: the king o( 

V" X. France ; a propof.·ll which was very acceptable to Ricp-

JI95· ard, and was greedily embraced by him. The treaty with 
the emperor took no effecl; but it ferved to rekindle the 
war between France and England before the expiration 
of the truce. This .war was not difl:inguiihed by any more 
remarkable incidents than the foregoing. After mutually 
ravaging the open country, and taking a few infi.gnifi
cant cafl:les, the two kings concluded a peace at Louviers, 
and made an exchange of fome territories with each other c. 

1196. Their inability to wage war occafi.oned the peace: Their 
mutual antipathy engaged them again in war before two 
months expired. Richard imagined, that he had now 
found an opportunity of gaining great advantages over his 
rival, by forming an alliance with the counts of Flanders, 

Touloufe, Boulogne, Champagne, and other confider
able vaffals of the crown of France d. But he foon ex

perienced the infi.ncerity of thofe princes; and was not 
able to make any impreffion on that kingdom, while go
verned by a monarch of fo much vigour and aB:ivity as 
Philip. The mofl: remarkable incident of this war was 

the taking prifoner in battle the biihop of Beauvais, a 

martial prelate, who was of the family of Dreux, and a 

near relation of the French king's. Richard, who hated 

that biihop, threw him into prifon, and loaded him with 
irons; and when the pope demanded his liberty, and 
claimed him as his fon, the king fent to his holinefs the 
coat of mail which the prelate had worn in battle, and 

which was all befmeared with blood: And he replied to 

him, in the terms employed by Jacob's fons to that pa

triarch, This have we found: Know now whether it be thy fon' s 

coat or nae. This new war between Enc.rland and France 0 , . 

c Rymer, vol. i. p. gr. d W. Heming. p. 549• Brompton, 

P· U73· Rymer, vol. i. p. 94• e Genefis, thap. xxxviiJ· ver, l"'• 
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though 
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hough carried on with fuch animofity, that both kings C ~A P. 

frequently put out the eyes of their prifoners, was foon ~ 
finilhed, by a truce of five years; and immediately after ng6. 

figning this treaty, the kings were ready, on fome new 
ofFence, to break out again into hoftilities ; when the 
mediation of the cardinal of St. Mary, the pope's legate, 
accommodated the difference r. This prelate even en ... 
gaged the princes to commence a treaty for a more 
durable peace; but the death of Richard put an end tQ 

the negotiation. 

V IDOMAR, vifcount of Limoges, a vaifal of the king's, II99i 

had found a treafure, of which he fent part to that prince 
~s a prefent. Richard, as fuperior lord, claimed the 
whole ; and at the head of fome Brabam;ons, beficgcd 
the vifcount in the caftle of Chalus, near Limoges, in 
order to make him comply with his demand g. The 
garrifon offered to furrender; but the king replied, that, 
fince he had taken the pains to come thither and beficge 
the place in perfon, he would take it by force, and would 
hang every (;}ne of them. The fame day, Richard, ac .. 
companied by Marcadee, leader of his Braban~ons, ap
proached the cafrle in order to furvey it; when one 
Bertrand de Gourdon, an archer, took aim at him, and 
pierced his lhoulder with an arrow. The king, however, 28thMar ~~ 
gave orders for the afEmlt, took the place, and hanged 
all the garrifon, except Gourdon, who had wounded 
him, and whom he referved for a more deliberate and 
more cruel execution h. 

THE wound was not in itfelf dangerous ; but the un-
1kilfulnefs of the furgeon made it mortal : He fo rankled 
Richard's lhoulder i1 pulling out the arrow, that a 
gangrene enfued; and that prince wa~ now fenfible that 
his life was drawing toward£ a period. He fcnt for Gour .. 

f Rymer, vol. i. p. 109, uo. ~ Ho\'eden, p. 791, Knyghton; 
p. 1413. b lbid, 
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C H A P • don, and a!keJ him, lFretc.b, u:hat have I ever done to you, 

~·__. tr; oblige you to feek my life ?--TPbat have you do:ze to me? 

6th Arril. 
Death 

and charac
ter ot the 
k(pg. 

replied coolly the prifoner: You killed witb )'IJUr own hands 
1ry Jath~r, m:d my two brothtrs; and you intended to have 
hanged myfl!J: I am now in your power, and you may take 
revenge, by injii 7ing on me the mo.Jl Jcvcre torments: But I 
Jball endure them all with pleafure, provided I can ,think that 
I have been Jo baj'Jpy as to rid the world of Juch a nuijance i, 
Richard, firuck with the reafonablenefs of this reply, 
and humbled by the near approach of death, ordered 
Gourdon to be fct at liberty, ami a fum of money to be 
given him; but Marcad6c, u11known to him, feized the 
unhappy man, flcad him alive, and then h:.mgcd him. 
Richard died in the tenth year of his reign, and the 
forty-fccond of his age; and he left no iffue behind 
him. 

TnE mofi fhining part of t~tis prince's charaCter are 
his military tdents. No man, even in that romantic 
age, carried pcrfonal cou~age and intrepidity to a greater 
height; and this quality gained him the appellation of 
the lion-hcartcd, ca:ur de lion. He paffionately loved 
glory, chiefly mii:tary glory; and as his conduCt in the 
field was not inferior to his valour, he feems to have 
p:)ffeffed every talent neceffary for acquiring it. His re
fentments alfo were high; his pride unconquerable; and 
his fubjeets, as well as his neighbours, had therefore 
reafon to apprehend, from the continuance of his reign, 
a perpetual fccne of blood and violence. Of an impetu
ous and vehement fpirit, he was difiingui.fhed by all the 
good, as well ~.s the bad qualities, incident to that cha
racter: He was c.~en, frank, generous, fin cere, and brave; 
he was revengeful, domineering, ambitious, haughty, and 
cruel; and was thus better calculated to dazzle men by 
the fplendor of his enterprizes, than either to promote 

k Hoveden, p. i91· Brompton, P· U.77• Knythton, p. :z413. 
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their happinefs or his own grandeur, by a found and well C H A P. x. 
regulated policy. As military talents make great impref- \....-v--.J 

fion on the people, he feems to have been much beloved 11 99· 

by his Engliili fubjeB:s; and he is remarked to have been 
the .firfr prince of the Norman line that bore any fin cere 
regard to them. He pa{lf~d however only four months of 
his reign in that kingdom: The crufade employed him 
near three years; he was detained about fourteen months 
in captivity; the refi: of his reign was fpent either in 
war, or preparations for war, ag:1inft France; and he 
was fo pleafed with the fame which he had acquired in 
the Eafi:, that he determined, notwithfianding his pafi: 
misfortunes, to have farther cxhaufrcd his kingdom, and 
to have expofed himfelf to new hazards, by conduel:ing 
another expedition againfr the infidels. 

THOUGH the Engliili pleafcd themfelves with the glory Mi'celbne-

h. h h k' ' · 1 · d h h' · ous tranfdc~ W lC t e mg s mart1a genms procure t em, IS re1gn tions ot thi 5 

was very oppreffive, and fomewhat ::trbitrary, by the high r~:ign. 
taxes which he levied on them, and often without confent 
ofthefratesor great council. In the ninth year of his reign, 
he levied five iliillings on each hyde of land; and bee<~ufe 
the clergy refufed to contribute their fharc, he put them 
out of the proteCtion of law, and ordered the · civil courts 
to give them no fentence for any debts which they might 
claim k. 'rwice in his reign he ordered all his charters 
to be fealed anew, and the parties to pay fees for .the 
renewal 1• It is faid that ijubert, his jufiiciary, fc nt him 
over to France, in the fpace of two ye'ars, no lcfs a fum 
than I, I oo,ooo marks, befides bearing all the charges 
of the government in England. But this account ;s 
quite incredible, unlefs we fuppofe that Ric ~::trJ made a 
thorough dilapidation of the dcmefncs of he cro;,vn, \vhich 
it is not likely he could do with ~ny adl':lntage afcer his 

k Hoveden, p. 743• TyHel, vol. ii. p. 5£3, 
Vindic. to;n, i, p. 1 r 3l· 
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C H A P. former refumption of all grants. A king, who poffclf .. 
~ ed fuch a revenue, could never have endured fourteen 

, 1 199· months captivity, for not paying 150,oo6 marks to th~ 
emperor, and be obliged at ]aft to leave hofiagcs for a 
third of the fum. The prices of commodities in this 
reign arc alfo a certain proof, that no fuch enormous fum 
could be levied on the people. A hyde of land, or 
about a hundred and twenty acres, was commonly let for 
twenty :lhillings a-year, money of that time. As there 
were 24 3,6oo hydes in England, it is eafy to compute 
the amount of all the landed rents of the kingdom. The 
general and fiated 'price of an ox was four fuillings ; of 
a labouring horfe the fame; of a fow, one fuilling; of 
a lheep with fine wool, ten pence ; with coarfe wool, 
fix pence m. Thefe commodities feem not to have ad
vanced in their prices fince the conq ue:fi: *, and to have 
frill been ten times cheaper than at prefent. 

RICHARD renewed the fevere laws againft tranfgreirors 
in his forefis, whom he punilhed by caftration and put
ting out their eyes, as in the reign of his great-grand
father. He eftablilhed by law one weight and meafurc 
throughout his kingdom •. An ufeful inftitution, which 
the mercenary difpofition and neccffities of his fuccefior 
engaged him to difpenfe with for money. 

THE diforders in London, derived from it3 bad police, 
had rifen to a great height during this reign; and in tht 
year I 196, there feemed to be formed fo regular a confpi
racy among the numerous malefaB:ors, as threatened the 
city with defl:ruction. There was one Vlilliam Fitz
Ofbert, commonly called Longheard, a lawyer, who had 
rendered himfelf extremely popular among the lower rank 
of citizens; and by defending them on all occafions,. had 

m Hoveden, p. 745• 
n M, Paris, p. 10~)1 134, 

Hnoden, p. 77~ 

• See note [A] at the end of the volume. 
Trint, P• u7, ADA, Wavtrl. p. 165. 
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cquired the appellation of the advocate or faviour of C H A P. 

the poor. He ·exerted his authority, by injuring and in- ~;___, 
fulting the more fubftantial citizens, with whom he 1199. 

lived in a ftate of hofrility, and who were every moment 
expofed to the moft outrageous violences from him and 
his licentious emiffaries. Murders were daily committed 
in the ftrects ; houfes were broken open and pillaged 
in day-light; and it is pretended, that no lefs than fifty-
two thoufand perfons had figned an affociation, by which 

they bound themfelves to obey all the orders of this dan-
gerous ruffian. Archbifhop Hubert, who was then chief 
jufriciary, fummoned him before the council to anfwer 
for his conduCt ; but he came fo well attended, that no 
one durfi accufe him, or give evidence againft him; and 
the primate, finding the impotence of Jaw, contented 
himfelf with exaCting from the citizens hofrages for their 
good behaviour. He kept, however, a watchful eye 
on \Villiam; and feizing a favourable opportunity, at-
tempted to commit him to cuftody; but the criminal, 
murdering one of the public officers, efcaped with his con-
cubine to the church of St. Mary le Bow, where he 
defended himfelf by force of arms. He was at laft forced 
from his retreat, condemned, and executed, amidft the 
regrets of the populace, who were fo devoted to his 
memory, that they ftole his gibbet, paid the fame vene .. 
ration to it as to the crofs, and were equally zealous in 
propagating and attefting reports of the miracles wrought 
by it 0

• But though the fechries of this fuperfrition 
were puni!hed by the jufticiary P, it received fo little 
encouragement from the eftabli!hed clergy, whofe pro• 
perty was endangered by fuch feditious pn~Cl:ices, that it 
fuddenly funk and vani!hed. 

9 Hoveden, p. 765, Diceto, p. 6gt, Neubrig, P• 49z, 493• P Ger~ 
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IT was during th-::: crufadcs, that the cufi:om of ufing 
coats of arms was fidl introduced into Europe. The 
knights, cafcd up in armour, had no way to make them
felves be known and difiinguifhed in battle, but by t~e 
cn:figns on their ihields; and thcfe were gradually adopt
ed by their pofrerity and families, who were proud of the 
pious and military enterprizcs of their ancefiors, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 
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Accejjion of the king--His marriage--!Var with 
France--Jvfurder of Arthur, duke of Britanny. 

--'I'he king expelled from all the French pro

vinces. --'I' he king's quarrel with the court of 

Rome--Cardinal Langton appointed archbijhop 

of Canterbury--Interdifl of the kingdom-

Excommunication of the king--'I' he king's fub

mijjion to the pope--Difcontents of the barons 

-Infurreftion of the barons--Magna Charta. 

--Renewal of the civil wars--Prince Lewis 

called over-Death-and charafler of the 
J' 

king. 

HE noble and free genius of the antients, which c H A P. 

made the government of a fingle perfon be always ~~ 
regarded as a fpecies of tyranny and ufurpation, and ll99• 

. Accel1wn of 
kept them from forming any conccptwn of a legal and the king. 

regular monarchy, had rendered them entirely igno-

rant both of the rights of primogeniture and a reprefinta-
tion in fucceffion; inventions fo neceffary for preferving 
order in the lines of princes, for obviating the evils of 

civil difcord and of ufurpation, and for begetting mo-
deration in that fpecies of government, by giving fecu-
rity to the ruling fovereign. Thefe innovations arofc 
from the feudal law ; which, firfr introducing the right 

of primogeniture, made fuch a difi:inction between the 
families of the elder and younger brothers, that the fan 
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c H A P. of the former was thought entitled to fucceed to his 
.......::.,r~ grandfather, preferably to his uncles~ though nearer al-

ll99• lied to the deceafed monarch. But though this progrefs 
of ideas was natural, it was gradual. In the age of 
which we treat, the practice of reprefentation was indeed 
introduced, but not thoroughly eftablilhed; and the minds 
of men floated between oppofite principles. Richard, 
when he entered on the holy war, declared his nephew, 
Arthur duke of Britanny, his fucceifor; and by a formal 
deed, he fet afide, in his favour, the title of his brother 
J olm, who was younger than Geo.ff'rey, the father of 
that prince a. But John fo little acquiefced in that defti
nation, that, when he gained the afcendant in the Eng-
lifh miniftry, by expelling Longchamp, the chancellor 
and great jufticiary, he engaged all the Englifh barons 
to fwear, that they would maintain his right of fuccef
fion; and Richard, on his return, took no fteps towards 
reftoring or fecuring the order which he had at firfl: efta
bliihed. He was even careful, by his laft will, to declare 
his brother John heir to all his dominions b; whether, 
that he now thought Arthur, who was only twelve years 
of age, incapable of afferting his claim againfl: John's 
faction, orwas influenced by Eleanor, the queen-mother, 
who hated Conftantia, mother of the young duke, and 
who dreaded the influence which that princefs would 
naturally acquire if her fon lhould mount the throne. The 
authority of a teil:ament was great in that age, even 
where the fucceffion of a kingdom was concerned; and 
John had reafon to hope, that this title, joined to his 
plaufible right in other refpects, would enfure him the 
fucceffion. But the idea of reprefentation feems to have 
made, at this time, greater progrefs in France than in 
England ; The barons of the tranfmarine provinces, 

a Hoveden, p. 677, M. Paris, p. 112. Chron, de Dunfr, p. 43· ~ymer, 
vol. i. P• 66, 68. Bened, Abb, P• 619. b Hoveden, p. ']I)I• 
Trivet, p. 138, 
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Anjou, Maine, and Touraine, immediately declared in c H A P. 

favour of Arthur's title, and applied for affiftance to~ 
' the French monarch as their fuperior lord. Philip, ll$9• 

who defired only an occafion to embarrafs John, and dif
member his dominions, embraced the caufe of the young 
duke of Britanny, took him under his protection, and 
fent him to Paris to be educated, along with his fon 
Lewis c. In this emergence, John haftened to efrabliili. 
his authority in the chief members of the monarchy; 
and after fending Eleanor into Poietou and Guienne, 
where her right was incontdbble, and was readily ac
knowledged, he hurried to Roiien, and being there 
invefted in the dutchy of Normandy, he palled over, 
without .. lofs of time, to England. Hubert, archbiiliop 
of Canterbury, William Marefchal, earl of Strigul, who 
alfo paffes by the name of earl of Pembroke, and Geoffrey 
Fitz-Peter, the jufticiary, the three moft favoured mini-
fiers of the late king, were already engaged on his fide d ; 

and the fubmiffion or acquiefc~nce of all the other 
barons put him, without oppofition, in poffcffiop of the 

throne. 
THE king foon returned to France, in order to conduct 

the war againft _Phi!ip, and to recover the revolted pro
vinces from his nephew, Arthur. The alliances, which 
Richard had formed with the earl of Flanders e, and other 
potent French barons, though they had not been very 
effetl:ual, frill fubfifted, and enabled John to defend 
himfelf againft all the efforts of his enemy. In an atl:ion 

between the French and Flemings, the clctl: bifhop of 
Cambray was taken prifoner by the former ; ami when 

the cardinal of Capua claimed his liberty, Philip, inftead 
of complying, reproached him with the weak efforts 
which he had employed in favour of the bifhop of Beau-

c Hoveden, p. 791.. M. Paris, p. I 37• M. Well:. p. 263, Knyghton, 

p. 2414. d Hoveden, p. 793· M, Paris, p. I37• c Rymcr, 

·ol, i, P• JI4· Hoveden, p. 794• M. Pal·is, P• 138, 
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c H A P. vais, who was in a like condition. The legate, to fhow 
~.~ his impartiality, laiJ at the fame time the kingdom of 
~19J· France and the dut12hy of N onnandy under an interdiCt; 

and the two kings found themfclves obliged to mlke an 
exchange of thefe military prelates. 

uoo, NOTHING enabled the king to bring this war to a 
happy iffu~ fo much zs the felfiih, intriguing character of 
Philip, who aCted in the provinces that had declmcd for 
Arthur, without any regard to the interefrs of th<Jt pro
vince. Confranti·a, fc!z.cd with a violent jcaloufy, that 
he intended to ufurp ~he entire dominion of them f, found 
means to carry otl her fon fecretly from Paris : Sre put 
him into the hands of his uncle ; refl:ored the prorinces 
which had adhered to the young prince; and made him 
do homage for the dutchy of Britanny, whid was 
regarded as a rere-fief of Normandy. From this inci
dent, Philip f, w, that he could not hope to ma~e any 
progrefs againfr John; and being threatened wi:h an 
interdiB: on account of his irregular divorce from Jngcl
burga, the D~mifh princefs, whom he had efpoufed, he 
became dcfirous of concluding a peace with England. 
After fome fruitlefs conferences, the terms were at lafl: 
adj ufced ; and the two monarchs feemed in this treaty to 
h:lVe an intention, befides ending the prefent quarrel, of 
preventing all future c21.ufes of difcord, and of obviating 
every controverfy which could hereafter arife between 
them. They adjufl:ed the limits of all their territories;. 
mutually fecured the interefl:s of their vaffals ; and to 
render the union more durable, John gave his niece, 
Blanche of Cafl:ile, in marriage to prince Lewis, Pl.ilip's 
~ldeil: fon, and with her the baronies of Iffoudun and 
Grarai, and other fiefs in Berri. Nine barons o:· the 
king of England, and as many of the king of Frmce, 

f HoveJen, p. 795• 

were 
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Were g.1arantees of this treaty ; and all of them fwore, c H A P. 

that, if their fovcreign violated any article of it, they , X~ 
would kclare themfelves againfl: him, and embrace the aoo. 

caufe of the injured monarch g. 

J oH T, now fccure, as he imagined, on the fide of The king"'s 

France, indulged his paffion for Ifabclla, the daughter marriage. 

apd hcir of Aymar Taillefer, count of Angouleme, a 

1ady with whom he had become much enamoured. His 

queen, the heircfs of the family of Glocefl:er, was frill 

alive : !fabella was married to the count de la Marche, 

and w:·s ahcady configned to the care of that nobleman ; 

thougb, 'by reafon of her tender years, the marriage lud 

not been confummated. The paffion of John made him 

overlook all thefe obfl:acles : He perfuaded the count of 

Angouleme to carry off his daughter from her hu!band; 

and having, on fome pretence or other, procured a divorce 

from r.is own wife, he efpoufed !fabella ; regardlefs both 

of the menaces of the pope, who exclaimed againfl: thefe 

irregular proceedings, and of the refentment of the in-

jured count, who foon found means of puniihing his 

poweriul and infolent rival. 

J ORN had not the art of attaching his barons either by 

affeeti)n or by fear. The count de la Marche, and his 

brother the count d'Eu, taking advantage of the general 

difcontent againfi: him, excited commotions in PoiB:ou 

and Normandy; and obliged the king to have recourfe to 

arms, in order to fupprefs the infurrccrion of his vaffals. 

He .fummoncd together the barons of England, and re

quire( them to pafs the feas under his fi:andard, and to 

queli the rebels : He found that he poffeffed as little au

t~oritr in that kingdom as in his tranfmarine provinces. 

The Engli!h barons unanimoufly replied, that they would 

not a1tend him on this expedition, unlefs he would pro-

g N1rman, Duchefnii, p. I055• Rymer, vol, i. p. II71 II81 II9• 

flovedea, p. 814. Chron, D\lnft, vol. i. p. 47• 
mife 
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c H A P. mifc to refl:ore and preferve their privileges h: The firfr 
~ fymptom of a regular affociation and plan of liberty 

uor, among thofe noblemen ! But affairs were not yet fully 
ripe for the revolution projected. John, by menacing 
the barons, broke the concert ; and both engaged many 
of them to follow him into Normandy, and obliged the· 
reft, who ftaid behind, to pay him a fcutage of two · 
marks on each knight's fee, as the price of ~.their exemp
tion from the fervice. 

War with 
France. 

THE force, which John carried abroad with him, and 
that which joined him in Normandy, rendered him much 
fuperior to his malcontent barons ; and fo much the more, 
as Philip did not publicly give them any countenance, and 
feemed as yet determined to perfevere fteadily in the alli
ance, which he had contracted with England. But the 
king, elated with his fuperiority, advanced claims, which 
gave an univerfal alarm to his vaffals, and diffufed frill 
wider the general difcontent. As the jurifprudence of 
thofe times required, that the caufes in the lord's court 
fhould chiefly be decided by duel, he carried along with 
him certain bravos, whom he retained as champions, and 
whom he defl:incd to fight with his barons, in order to 
determine any controverfy which he might raife againft 
them i. The .·count de la Marche, and other noble
men, regarded this proceeding as an affront, as well as 
an injury; and declared, that they would never draw 
their fword againH: men of fuch inferior qu.;.lity. The 
king menaced them with vengeance ; but he had not 
vigour to employ againft them the force in his hands, or 
to profecute the injufiice, by cruiliing entirely the nobles 
who oppofed it. 

THIS government, equally feeble and violent, gave the 
injured barons courage as well as inclination to carry far
ther their oppofition ~ They appealed to the king of 

!1 Annal, Burton, p. ~€:, i I})id. 

France; 
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'France; complained of the denial of jufl:ice in John's c H A P. 

courts; demanded redrefs from him as their fuperior lord;~ 
and entreated him to employ his authority, and prevent uo1. 

their final ruin and oppreffion. Philip perceived his ad-
vantage, opened his mind to great projects, interpofed in 
behalf of the French barons, and began to talk in a high 

and menacing fry le to the king of England. John, who ne::. 

could not difavow Philip's authority, replied, that it be

longed to himfelf fidl: to grant them a trial by their peers 
in his own court; it was not till he failed in this duty, 
that he was anfwerable to his peers in the fupreme court 
of the French king k ; and he promifed, by a fair and 
equitable judicature, to give fatisfaCl:ion to his barons. 
When the nobles, in confequence of this engagement, 
demanded a fafe-conducr, that they might attend his court, 
he at firfrrefufed it: Upon the renewal of Philip's menaces, 
he promifed to grant their demand ; he violated this pro-
mife; freili menaces extorted from him a promife to fur
render to Philip the fortreffes of Tillieres and Boutavant, 
as a fecurity for performance; he violated again this en
gagement; his enemies, fenfible both of his weaknefs and 
want of faith, combined frill clofer in the refolution of 
pu!hing him to extremities; and a new and powerful ally 
foon appeared to encourage them in their invafion of this 
odious and defpicablc government. 

THE young duke of Britanny, who was now rifing ta ao3. 

man's efrate, fenfible of the dangerous character of his 
uncle, determined to feek both his fecurity and elevation 
by an union with Philip and the malcontent barons. He 
joined the French army, which had begun hoftilities 
againft the king of England : He was received with great 
marks of diftinction by Philip; was knighted by him; 

efpoufed his daughter Mary; and was invefred not only 

Philipr. Jib. 6, 
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c H A P. in the dutchy of Britanny, but in the counties of Anjou 
~and Maine, which he had formerly refigned to his uncle'· 

1203. Every attempt fuccecded with the allies. Tillieres and 
Boutavant were taken by Philip, after making a feeble 
defence : Mortimar and Lyons fell into his hands almoft 
\Vithout refifiance. That prince next invcftcd Gournai; 
and opening the lluices of a lake, which lay in the neigh
bourhood, poured fuch a torrent of water into the place, 
that the garrifon deferted it, and the French monarch, 
without ftriking a blow, made himfelf mafter of that im
portant fortrefs. The progrefs of the French arms was 
rapid, and promifed more confiderable fuccefs th::m ufually 
in that age attended military enterprizes. In anfwer to 
every advance which the king made towards peace, Philip 
fEll infifted, that he fhould refign all his tranfmarine do
minions to his nephew, and reil: contented with the king
dom of England ; when an e\'ent happened, which fecmed 
to turn the fcalcs in favour of John, and to give him a 
decifive fuperiority over his enemies. 

YOUNG Arthur, fond of military renown, had broken 
into Poictou at the head of a fmall army; and p~ffing 
near Mirabau, he heard, that his grandmother, ~een 
Eleanor, who had always oppofed his interefl:s, was lodged 
in that place, and was protected by a weak garrifon, and 
ruinous fc:tifications m. He immediately determined to 
lay fiege to the fortrefs, and make himfelf mafl:er of her 
perfon: But John, rouzed from his indolence by fo 
pre.ffing an occafion, collected an army of Englifh and 
Braban~ons, and advanced from Normandy with hafty 
marches to the relief of the queen-mother. He fell on 
Arthur's camp before that prince was aware of the dan
ger; difperfed his army; took him prifoner, together with 
the count de la l\1arche, Geoftrey de Lufignan, and the 
mofl: confiderable of the revolted barons ; and returned in 

1 Trivet, p. 14l• m. Ann, Waverl, P• 167. M, Weft. P· z6.;.. 
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riumph to Normandy n. Philip, who was lying before c H A P. 

Arqucs in that dutchy, raifcd the fiege and retired, upon~ 
his approach 0 • The greater part of the prifoners were 1103· 

fcnt over to England; but Arthur was :lhut up in the 

cafllc of Falaife. 

rlHE king had here a conference with his nephew; rc

prcfented to him tl{e fo1ly of his pretenfions; and required 

him to renounce the French alliance, which had encou

raged him to live in a :fbte of enmity v1ith all his family: 

But the brave, though imprudent, youth, rendered more 

haughty fr~m misfortunes, maintained the juftice of his 

caufe ; afferted his claim, not only to the French pro

vinces, but to the cro-vvn of England ; and in his turn, 

required the king to refiore the fon of his elder brother to 

the poffeffion of his inheritance P. John, fenfi blc, from 

thefe fymptoms of t:T)irit, that the young prince, though 

now a prifoner, might hereafter prove a dangerous ene-

1ft Augu!!:. 

my, determined to prevent all future peril by difpatching Murder of 

his nephew ; and Arthur was never more heard of. The Arthur, 

11. h" h d d h" d d - .r- duke of circumnances w tc atten e t 1s ec ot uarla1efs, were, Britanny. 

no doubt, carefully concealed by the actors, and are va-
rioufly related by hifiorians : But the moft probable ac-
count is as follows. The king, it is faid, firft propofcd 

to \Villiam de la Braye, one of his fervants, to difpatch 

Arthur; but William replied, that he \V~s a gentleman, 

not a hangman; and he pofitively refufed compliance. 

Another inftrument of murder was found, and was dif· 

patched with proper orders to Falaife; but Hubcrt de 

Bourg, chamberlain to the king, and conftable of the 

cafile, feigning, that he himfelf would e::-~ecutc the king's 

mandate, fent back the aliaffin, fpread the report that 

the young prince was dead, and publicly performed all 
the ceremonies of his interment : But finding, that the 

n Ann. Marg. p. 213, 1\-1, Weft, p. z64, 
p Jbid, 

o M. Well. P• ::.64. 
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c H A P. Bretons vowed revenge for the murder, and that all the 
~revolted barons perfevered more obfl:inately in their rebel

lzo3• lion he thouo-ht it prudent to reveal the fecret, and 
' 0 

to inform the world that the duke of Britanny was fl:ill 
alive, and in his cufiody. This difcovery proved fatal to 
the young prince: John firfi removed him to the ca:fi:le of 
Roiien; and coming in a boat, during the night'-time, to 
that place, commanded Arthur to be brought forth to 
him. The young prince, aware of his danger, and nov/ 
more fubducd with the continuance of his misfortunes, 
and by the approach of death; threw himfelf on his knees 
before his uncle, and begged for mercy : But the bar ... 
barous tyrant, making no reply, fl:abbed him with hii 
own hands; and fafiening a fl:one to the dead body, threw 
it into the Seine. 

ALL men were ftntck with horror at this inhuman 
deed ; and from that moment the king, detefled by his 
fubjeCl:s, retained a very precarious authority over both 
the people and the barons in hi~ dominions. The BreM 
tons, enraged at this difappointmcnt in their fond hopes~ 
waged implacable war againfl: him; and fixing the fuc
ceffion of their government, put themfelves in a pofrure 
to revenge the murder of their fovereign. John had got 
into his power his niece, Eleanor, fifl:er to Arthur, com ... 
monly called the damfel of Britanny; and carrying her 
over to England, detained her ever after in captivity q : 

But the Bretons, in defpair of recovering this princcfs
1 

chofe Alice for their fovereign ; a younger daughter of 
Confrantia, by her fecond marriage with Gui de Thou .. 
ars; and they cntrufred the government of the dutchy to 
that nobleman. Confiantia, mean while, and the :fiatcs 
of Britanny, carried their complaint before Philip as their 
liege lord, and demanded ju.fiice for the violence commit• 

4J. Trivet, p. 145• T, Wyke!, p, 36, Ypod Neufi, p. 459• 
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ted by John on the perfon of Arthur, fo near a relation, c H, A P. 

who, notwithfranding the homage which he did to Nor-~ 
mandy, was always regarded as one of the chief vaffals of uo3. 

the crown. Philip received their application with plea-
fure ; · fumm~ned John to ftand a trial before him ; and 
on his non-appearance, paffcd fentence, with the concur-
rence of the peers, upo 1 that prince; declared him guilty 
of felony and parricide; and adjudged him to forfeit to 
his fuperior lord all his feignories and fiefs in France r. 

THE king of France, whofe ambitious and active fpirit The king 

had been hitherto confined, either by the found policy of;;;~l~~ the 

Henry, or the martial bo-enius of Richard, fecinbO" now the French pr~ 
vmces, 

opportunity favourable againfr this bafe and odious prince, 
embraced the project of expelling the Englilh, or rather 
the Englifh king, from France, and of annexing to the 
crown fo m.:ny confiderable fiefs, which, during feveral 
ages, had been difmembered from it. Many of the other 
great vafTals, whofe jcaloufy might have interpofed, and 
have obfrruB:ed the execution of this projeB:, were not at 
prefent in a fituation to oppofe it; and the reil: either 
looked on with indifference, or gave their affifrance to 
this dangerous aggrandizement of their fuperior lord. 
The earls of Flanders and Blois were engaged in the holy 
war : The count of Champagne was an infant, and un
der the guardianfhip ofPhilip: The dutchy of Britanny., 
enraged at the murder of their prince, vigoroufly pro
moted all his meafures: And the general defeB:ion of 
John's vafials made every enterprize eafy and fucccfsful 
againfr him. Philip, after taking feveral cafrles and for
trefTes beyond the Loire, which he either garrifoned or 
difmantled, received the fubmiffions of the count of Alen
<{On, who deferted John, and delivered up all the places 
under his command to the French: Upon which, Philip 

r W. IIeming. p. 435• M, We!t. p. 2.64, Knyghton, p. 2420. 
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C H A P. feparated his forces, in order to give them fome repofe 
~ after the fatigues of the campaign. John, fuddenly col-

uo3. letl:ing fome troops, laid fiege to Alen~on ; and Philip, 
whofe difperfed army could not be brought together in 
time to fuccour it, faw himfelf expofed to the difgrace of 
fuffering the oppreffion of his friend and confederate. 
But his aCl:ive and fertile genius found an expedient 
againft this evil. There was held at that very time a 
tournament at Moret in the Gatinois; whither all the 
chief nobility of France and the neighbouring countries 
had reforted, in order to fignalize their prowefs and ad
dTefs. Philip prefented himfelf before them; craved their 
affiftance in his di£hefs ; and pointed out the plains of 
Alen~on as the mo:fi: honourable field, in which they could 
difplay their generofity and martial fpirit. Thofe valor
ous knights vowed, that they would take vengeance on 
the bafe parricide, the ftain of arms and of chivalry ; and 
putting themfclves, with all their retinue, under the com
mand of Philip, infrantly marched to raife the fiege of 
Alen~on. John, hearing of their approach, fled from be
fore the place; and in the hurry abandoned all his tents, 
machines, and baggage~ to the enemy. 

THIS feeble effort was the laft exploit of that flothful 
and cowardly prince for the defence of his dominions. 
He thenceforth remained in total inaCl:ivity at Roiien; 
and palfed all his time, with his young wife, in paftimes 
and amufements, as if his ftate had been in the moft pro-

·found tranquillity, or his afFairs in the mofi: profperous 
condition. If he ever mentioned war, it was only to 

give himfelf vaunting airs, which, in the eyes of all men, 
rendered him frill more defpicable and ridiculous. Let 
the French go on, faid he, I will retake in a day what it has 
cqjl them years to acquires. His ftupidity and indolence 
ap[leared fo extraordinary, that the people endeavoured to 

3 M. Paris, p. 146. M, Weft, p. z6S. 

6 account 



J 0 H N~ 5I 

account for the infatuation by forcery, and believed, that C H A P. 

he was thrown into this lethargy by fome magic or witch-~ 
craft. The Englilh barons, finding that their time was UOJ. 

wafted to no 'purpofe, and that they mufr fuffer the dif-
grace of feeing, without refifrance, the progrefs of the 
French arms, withdrew from their colours, and fecretly 
returned to their own country t. No one thought of de-
fending a man, who feemcd to have deferted himfelf; and 
his fubjects regarded his fate with the fame indifference, 
to which, in this preffing exigency, they faw him to-
tally abandoned. 

JOHN, while he neglected all domefric refources, had 
the meannefs to betake himfelf to a foreign power, whofe 

protection he claimed: He applied to the pope, Inno

cent III. and entreated him to interpofe his authority · 
between him and the French monarch. Innocent, pleafed 

with any occafion of exerting his fuperiority, fent Philip 
orders to fl:op the progrefs of his arms, and to make peace 

with the king of England. But the French barons re

ceived this meifage with indignation ; dif~laimed the tem

poral authority challenged by the pontiff; and vowed, 

that . they would, to the uttermofr, affifr their prince 

againfl: all his enemies : Phil1p, feconding their ardour, . 

proceeded, infread of obeying the pope's envoys, to lay 

fiege to Chateau GailJard, the mofi: confiderable fortrefs 

which remained to guard the frontiers of Normandy. 

CHATEAU GAILLARD was fituated partly on an ifland 
in the river Seine, partly on a rock oppofite to it; and 
was fecu~cd by every advantage, which either art or na
ture could befl:ow upon it. The late king, having cafr 
his eye on this favourable fituation, had fpared no labour 
or expence in fortifying it; and it was defended by Ro .. 
ger de Laci, confl:able of Chefl:er, a determined oflicer, 

t M, Paris, p, 1-t6• M. Weft. p. 2.64. 
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C H A P. at the head of a numerous garrifon. Philip, who de• 
~ [paired of taking the place by force, propofed to reduce 
· no4. it by famine; and that he might cut off its communica-

tion with the neighbouring country, he threw a bridge 
acrofs the Seine, whiie he himfelf with his army block
aded it by land. The earl of Pembroke, the man of 
greate:fi: vigour and cap'acity in the Englifh court, formed 
2. plan for breaking through the French entrenchments, 
and throwing relief into the place. He carried with him 
an army of 4000 infantry and 3000 cavalry, and fud
denly attacked, with great fuccefs, Philip's camp in the 
night-time ; having left orders, that a fleet of feventy flat
bottomed vcffels fhould fail up the Seine, and, fall at the 
fame infiant on the bridge. But the wind and the cur
rent of the river, by retarding the vcffels, difconcerted this 
plan of operation ; and it was morning before the Rect 
appeared ; when Pembroke, though fuccefsful in the be
ginning of the aB:ion, was already rcpulfed with confi
derable lofs, and the king of France had leifure to defend 
himfelf againfi thefe new aifailants, who alfo met with 
a repulfe. After this misfortune, John made no farther 
efforts for the relief of Chateau Gaillard; and Philip had all 
the leifure rcquifite for conducting and finifhing the fiege. 
Roger de Laci defended himfclf for a twelvemonth with 
great obfiinacy; and having bravely repelled every attack, 
and patiently born all the hardfhips of famine, he was at 

la:fi: overpowered by a fudden afEmlt in the night-time, 
and made prifoner of war, with his garrifon u, Philip, 
who knew how to refpect valour even in an enemy, 
treated him with the utmofi: civility; and gave him the 
whole city of Paris for the place of his confinement. 

VVHEN this bulwark of Normandy was once fubdued, 
all the province lay open to the inroads of Philip ; and 
the king of England clef paired of being any longer able to 

~ Trivec, P• 144• Gul. Britto, lib, 7• Ann, Waver!, p. 168. 
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defend it. He fecretly prepared veffels for a fcandalous C H A P. 

flight; and that the Normans might no longer doubt of~ 
his refoJution to abandon them, lie ordered the fortifica- ao4. 

tions of Pont de l' Arche, l\1oulineaux, and l\1o tfbrt 

1' Amauri to be demolifued. Not daring to repofe confi-

dence in any of his barons, wliom he believed to be uni-

verfally engaged in a confpiracy againfl: him, he entrufred 

the government of the province to Archas Martin and 

Lupicaire, two mercenary Braban~ons, whom he ha4 

retained in his fcrvice. Philip, now fecure of his prey, 

pulhed his conquefl:s with vigour and fuccefs againfl: the 

difmayed Normans. Falaife was firfl: befieged; and Lu .. 

picaire, who commanded in this impregnable fortrefs, 

after furrendering the place, inlified himfelf with his 

troops in the fervicc of Philip, and carried on hofrilities 

againfl: his ancient mafier. Caen, Coutance, Seez, Ev-

reux, BaYeux foon fell into the hands of the French mo-

narch, and all the lower N orm-mdy was reduced under 

his dominion. To forward his enterprizes on the other 

divifion of the province, Gui de Thouars, at the head of 

the Bretons, broke into the territory, and took Mount St. 

Michael, Avranches, and all the other fortreffes in that 

neighbourhood. 1'he N ormans, who abhorred the French 

yoke, and who would have defended themfe'lves to the laft 

extremity, if their prince had appe:!red to conJuB: them, 

found no refource but in fubmiffion; anJ every city 

opened its gates, as foon as Philip appeared before it. 

Roiien •alone, Arq ues, and V erneiiil determined to main- uo 5· 

tain their liberties; and formed a confedcra<:y for mutual 

defence. Philip began with the attack of Roiien: The 

inhabitants were fo inflamed with hatred to France, that; ~ 

on the appearance of his army, they fell on all the natives 

of that country, whom they found within their walls, 

and put them to death. But after the French king had 

~egun his operations with fu<:cefs, and had taken fome of 

E 3 their 
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C H A P. their outworks, the citizens, feeing no refource, offered 
~

1

~ to capitulate ; and demanded only thirty days to advertife 
1

2.05. iheir prince of their danger; and to require fuccours 1ft June, 
againft the enemy. Upon the expiration of the term, as 
no fupply had arrived, they opened their gates to Philip w; 

and the whole province foon after imitated their example, 
and fubmitted to the victor. Thus was this important 
territory re-united to the crown of France, near three 
centuries after the ceffion of it by· Charles the Simple to 
Rollo, the .firfr duke: And the Normans, fenfible that 
this conquefi: was probably .final, demanded the privilege 
Qf. being governed by French laws; which Philip, mak
~ng ·a few alterations on the ancier.t Norman cufroms, 
~eadily granted them. But the French monarch had too 
much ambition and genius to frop in his prefent career of 
fuccefs. He carried his victorious 2rmy into the wefrern 
provinces; foon reduced Anjou, l\1aine, Touraine, and 
part of Poitl:ou under his dominion x ; an~ in this man
ner, the French crown, during the reign of one able and 
aCtive prince, received fuch an acceffion of power and 
grandeur, as, in the ordinary courfe of things, it would 
have required feveral ages to attain. 

JOHN, on his arrival in England, that he might cover 
the difgrace of his own conduCt, exclaimed loudly againfr 
his barons, who, he pretended, had deferted his ftandard 
in Normandy; and he arbitrarily exto-!ted from them <\ 

feventh part of all their moveables, as a puniihment for 
this offence Y. Soon after he forced them to grant him a 
fcutage of two marks and a half on each knight's fee for 
an expedition into Normandy; but he did not attempt to 
~xecute the fervice, for which he pretended to exact it. 
~ext year, he fummoned all the barons of his realm to 
rttenp ~irp op this foreign expedition, and colleCted ihips 

w Trivet, p. 147· Ypod. Neuft. P• 459• 
~ M. Paris, p. 146. M. W,ft, p, :~.65. 
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from all the fea-ports; but meeting with oppofition from C H A P, 

fomc of his minifrers, and abandoning his defign, he dif-~~ 
miffed both fleet and army, and then renewed his extla- nos, 

mations againft. the barons for deferting him. He next 

put to fea with a fmall army, and his fubjeCl:s believed, 

that he was refolved to expofe himfelf to the utmofr ha-

zards for the defence and recovery of his dominions: But 

they were furprized, after a few days, to fee him return 

again into harbour, without attempting any thing •. In uc6. 

the fubfequent feafon, he had the courage to carry his 

hofrile meafures a ftep farther. Gui de Thouars, who 

governed Britanny, being jealous of the rapid progrefs 

made by his ally, the French king, promifed to join the 

king of England with all his forces; and John ventured 

abroad with a confiderable army, and landed at Rochelle. 

He marched to Angers; which he took and reduced to 

allies. But the approach of Philip with an army threw 

him into a panic; and he immediately made propofah> for 

peace, and fixed a place of interview with his enemy: 

But infread of keeping this engagement, he ftole off with 

his army, embarked at Rochelle, and returned, loaded ' 

with new :lhame and difgrace, into England. The medi

ation of the rope procured him at lafr a truce for two 

years with the French monarch z ; almofr all the tranf

marine provinces were ravilhed from him ; and his Eng

lilh barons, though haraffed with arbitrary taxes and fruit~ 

lefs expeditions, faw themfelves and their country baffled 

and affronted in every enterprize. · 

IN an age, when perfonal valour was regarded as the 

chief accompli!hment, fuch conduct as that of John, 

always difgraceful, mufr be expofed to peculiar con

tempt; and he mufr thenceforth have expeCted to rule his 

turbulent vaffals with a very doubtful authority. But th<7 

government, exercifed by the Norman princes, had wo~nd 

:r Rymer, vol, i. p. I41• 
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C H A P. up the royal power to fo high a pitch, and fo much be~ 
~ yond the ufual tenor of the feudal confiitutions, that it fiill 

uc6. behov~d him to be debafed by new affronts and difgrac s, 
ere his barons could entertain the view of confpiring 
againfi him, in order to retrench his prerogatives. The 
church, who, at that time, declined not a contefi: with 
the mofi: powerful and vigorous monarchs, took firfi: ad
vantage of John's imbecillity; and with the mofi: aggra
vating circumfiances of infolence and fcorn, fixed her 
yoke upon him. 

110
7· T-HE papal chair was then filled by Innocent Ill. who~ 

having attained that dignity. at the age of thirty-feven 
The kin~'s years, and being endowed with a lofty and enterprizing quarrel with . . . 
the court of genius, gave full fcope to h1s <l'TI lJ1 twn, and attempted, 
France. perhaps more openly than any of his predccelfors, to con-

vert that fuperiority, which was yielded him by all the 
European princes, into a real dominion over them. The 
hierarchy, protetl:ed by the Roman pontiff, had already 
carried to an enormous height its ufurpations upon the 
civil power; but in order to extend them farther, and 
render them ufeful to the court of Rome, it was neceflary 
to reduce the ecclefiafi:ics themfelves under an abfo1ute 
monarchy, and to make them entirely dependant on their 
fpiritualleader. For this purpofe, Innocent fi.rfi: attempt
ed to impofe taxes at pleafure upon the clergy; and in the 
firfi: year of this century, taking advantage of the popular 
frenzy for crufades, he fent collctl:ors over all Eu.rope, 
who levied by his authority the fortieth of all ecclefiafi:i~ 
cal revenues, for the relief of the Holy Land, and re
ceived the voluntary contributions of the laity to a like 
amount a, The fame year Hubert, archbifhop of Can
terbury, attempted another innovation, favourable to 
c~clefiaftical and papal power: In the king's abfence, he 

a Rymer, vol. i. p, ug, 
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fummoned, by his legantine authority, a fynod of all tl.e C H A P. 

Englifh clergy, contrary to the prohibition of Geoffrey XI. 

Fitz-Peter, th.e chief ju:fl:iciary; and no proper cenfure ~207. 

was ever paffed on this encroachment, the fir:fl: of the 
kind, upon the royal power. But a f~vourable incident 
foon after happened, which enabled fo ~fpiring a pontiff 

as Innocent, to extend frill farther his ufurpations on fa 

contemptible a prin~e as John. · 

HuBER T, the primate, died in 1205; and as the 
monks or canons ofChri:fl:-church, Canterbury, po{feffed 
a right of voting in the election of their archbilhop, 
fomc of the juniors of the order, who lay in wait for that 
event, met clandeftinely the very night of Hubert's death; 

and without any conge d'elire from the king, chofe Re
ginald, their fub-prior, for the fucceffor; infralled him 
in the archi-epifcopal throne before midnight ; and hav
jng enjoined him the :fl:ri8:efl fecrecy, fent him immedi
ately to Rome, in order to folicit the confirmation ot his 
eleCtion b. The vanity of Reginald prevailed over his 

policy; and he no fooner arrived in Flanders, than he re
vealed to every one the purpofe of his journey, which 
was immediately known in England c. The king was 
enraged at the novelty and temerity of the attempt, in 

filling fo important an office without his knowledge or 
confent: The fuffragan bifhops of Canterbury, who 
were accufl:omed to concur in the choice of their primate, 
were no lefs difpleafed at the exclu:!ion given them in this 

eleCtion: The elder monks of Chrift-church were injured 
by the irregular proceedings of their juniors: The juniors 
themfelves, afuamed of their conduCt, and difgu:fl:ed with 
the levity of Reginald, who had broken his engagements 
with them, were willing to fet a:!ide his eleB:ion d : And 
~11 men concurred in the de:!ign of remedying the falfe 

b M. Paris, p 148. M, Weft, P• :z66, 
d M, Weft, p. 2.66, 
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' ~ 

cHAP. "meafures, which had been taken. But as John knew, 
~ that this a.ffair would be canvaffcd before a fuperior tri-

u.oJ. bunal, where the interpofition of royal authority, in bc
fhJwing ecclefiafrical benefices, was very invidious; where 
even the caufe of fuffragan bi:lhops was not fo favourable 
as that of monks ; he determined to make the new elec
tion entirely unexceptionable: He fubmitted the aflair 
wholly to the cano~s of Chrifr-church ; and departing 
from the right, claimed by his predeceffors, ventured no 
farther than to inform them privately, that they would 
do him an acceptable fervice, if they chofe John de 
Gray, bilhop of Norwich, for their primate c. The 
ele8:ion of that prelate was accordingly made without 
a contradiCl:ory vote; and the king, to obviate all con
tells, endeavoured to perfuade the fuffragan bifhops not 
to infifr on their claim of concurring in the election : But 
thofe prelates, perfevering in their pretenfions, fent an 
agent to maintain their caufe before Innocent; while the 
king, and the convent of Chrifr-church, difpatched 
twelve monks of that order to fupport, before the fame 
tribunal, the election of the bi:fhop of Norwich. 

THus there lay three different claims before the pope, 
whom all parties allowed to be the fupreme arbiter in the 
contefr. The claim of the fuffragans, being fo oppofite to 
the ufual maxims of the papal court, was foon fet afide : 
The election of Reginald was fo obvioufly fraudulent and 
irregular, that there was no poffibility of defending it: 
But Innocent maintained, that, though this election was 
null and invalid, it ought previoufly to have been declared 
fuch by the fovereign pontiff", before the monks could 
proceed to a new election ; and that the choice of the 
bi:!hop of Norwich was of courfe as uncanonical as that of 
his competitor f. ~dvantage was, therefore, taken of 

e M. Paris, p. I49• M. Weft. P• ,65. 
Chron. de Mailr. P• 182, · 
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this fubtlety for introducing a precedent, by which the c H A P. 

fee of Canterbury, the moil: important digmty in the ~ 
church after the papal throne, lhould ever after be at the u.o7. 

difpofal of the court of Rome. 
WHILE the pope maintained fo many fierce contefis, 

in order to wreil: from princes the right of granting invef
titures, and to exclude laymen from all authority in con
ferring ecclefiafiical benefices, he was fupported by the 
united influence of the clergy, who, afpiring to inde: 
pcndance, fought, with all the ardour of ambition, and 
all the zeal of fuperfiition, under his facred banners. 

· 'But no fooncr was this point, after a great efFufion of 
blood, and the convulfions of many fiates, eil:abliihed in 
fomc tolerable degree, than the vicrorious leader, as is 
ufual, turned his arms againil: his own community, and 
afpired to center al1 power in his perfon. By the inven ... 

tion of rcferves, provifions, commendams, and other de

vices, the pope gradually affumed the right of filling 
vacant benefices ; and the plenitude of his apofiolic power, 
which was not fubjecr to any limitations, fupplied all de

fecrs of title in the perfon on whom he beftowed prefer

ment. The canons which regulated elecrions were pur'
pofely rendered intricate and involved: Frequent difputes 
arofe among candidates: Appeals were every day carried 

to Rome : The apofiolic fee, befides reaping pecuniary 
advantages from thefe contefis, often exercifed the power 

of fetting afide both the litigants, and on 'pretence of ap
pealing faCtion, nominated a third perfon, who might be 
more acceptable to the contending parties. 

THE prefent controverfy about the eleCtion to the fee 
of Canterbury afForded Innocent an opportunity of claim
ing this right; and he failed not to perceive and avail 
pimfclf of the advantage. He fent for the twelve monks 
d~puted by the convent to maintain the caufe of the biihop 

~f N orwic~ ; and ~omrp'lnded them, under the penalty 

9. 
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C H A P. of excc munication, to chufc for their primate, cardina 
XL • 
~ Langton, an Englifhman by birth, but educated in 

1207· France, and connected, by his interefl:s and attachments,. 
Cardinal 
Langton with the fee of Rome g. In vain did the monks repre-
:;%~~?~~P fent, that they had re{:eived from their convent no autho~ 
ofCanter- rity for this purpofe; that an election, ~ithout a previous 
bury, 

writ from the king, would be deemed highly irregular; 
and that they were merely agen~s for . another perfon, 
whofe right they had no power or pretence to abandon •. 
None of them had the courage to perfe ere in this oppo
.fition, except one; Elias de Brantcfield: All the reft, 
overcome by the menaces and authori'cy of the pope, com
plied with his orders, and made the election required o( 
them. 

INNOCENT, fenfible that this flagrant ufurpation would 
be highly refented by the court of England, wrote John 
a mollifying letter; fent him four golden rings fct with 
precious fl:ones ; and endeavoured to enhance the vaJ ue of 
the prefent, by informing him of the many myfteries im
plied in it. He begged him to confider ferioufly the form 
of the rings, thei . number, their matter, and their colour. 
Their form, he faid, being round, ihadowcd out Eter
nity, wh1ch had neither beginning nor end; and he ought 
thence to learn his duty of afpiring from earthly objeCts 
to heavenly, from things temporal to things eternal. 
The number four, being a fquare, denoted fl:eadinefs of 
mind, not to be fubverted either by adverfity or pro
fperity, fixed for ever on the firm bafis of the four cardinal 
virtues. Gold, which is the matter, being the m oft pre
cious of metals, fignified Wifdom, which is the moft 
precious of all accomplifhments, and jufi:Iy preferred by 
Solomon to riches, power, and all exterior attainments. 
The blue colour of the faphire reprcfented Faith; the 

g M. Paris, P• 155· Ann. Waverl. P• x6g, W, Heming. P· 553• 
IC.nyghton, p. 2415, 

verdure 
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crdure of the emerald, Hope; the rednefs of the ruby, c H .A P. 

Charity; and the fplendor of the topaz, Good Works h, ~ 
By thefe conceits, Innocent endeavoured to repay John no7. 

for one of the mofr important prerogatives of his crown, 

which he had ravifhed from him; conceits probably ad· 

mired by Innocent himfelf. For it is eafily po:ffible for a 

man, efpecially in a barbarous age, to unite frrong ta~ 

lcnts for bufinefs with an abfurd tafre in literature and in 

the arts. 
JoHN was infhmed with the utmofl: rage, when he 

heard of this attempt of the court of Rome i ; and he im· 

mediately vented his paffion on the monks of Chrifr

church, whom he found inclined to fupport the election 

made by their fellows at Rome. He fent Fulk de Cante

lupe, and I:Jenry de Cornhulle, two knights of his reti ... 

nue, men of violent tempers and rude manners, to expel 

them the convent, and take poffeffion of their revenues. 

1"'hefe knights entered the monaftery with drawn fwords, 

commanded the prior and the monks to depart the king

dom, and menaced them, that, in cafe of difobedience, 

they would infrantly burn them with the convent k. In

nocent, prognofricating, from the violence and impru

dence of thefe meafures, that John would finally fink in 

the conteft, perfevered the more vigoroufly in his preten

fions, and exhorted the king not to oppofe God and the 

church any longer,. nor to perfecute that caufe, for which 

the holy martyr, St. Thomas, had facrificed his life, 

and which had exalted him equal to the highefl: faints in 

heaven 1 : A clear hint to John to profit by the example 

of his father, and to remember the prejudices and eita

blilhed principles of his fubjetl:s, who bore a profound ve

neration to that martyr, and regarded his merits as the 

fubjcCl: of their chief glory and exultation. 

h Rymer, vol. i. p. 139· M. Paris, p. I 55• 1 Rsmer, vol. i. 

p. 143. k M. Paris, p. 156. Trivet, p. 1 51o Ann. Waved, 

P• 169. 1 M, Paris, p. 157• 
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C H A P. INNOCEN·T, finding that John was not fufficiently 
~tamed to fubmiffion, fent three prelates, the bifhops of 

u.o7. London, Ely, and Worcefter, to intimate, that, if he 
perfevered in his difobedience, the fovereign pontiff would 
be obliged to put the kingdom under an interditl: m. All 
the other prelates threw themfelves on their knees before 
him, and entreated him, with tears in their eyes, to pre
vent the kandal of this fentence, by making a fpeedy 
fubmi.ffion to his fpiritual Father, by receiving from his 
hands the new eletl:ed primate, and by refroring the 
monks of Chrift-church to all their rights and poffe.ffions. 
He burfl: out into the mofl: indecent invetl:ives againfi: the 
prelates; fwore by God's teeth, his ufual oath, that, if 
the pope ptefumed to put his kingdom under an interdict, 
he would fend to him all the biihops and clergy of Eng
land, and would confifcate all their efl:ates ; and threat
ened, that, if thenceforth he caught any Romans in his 
dominions, he would put out their eyes, and cut off their 
nofes, in order to fet a mark upon them, which might 
diftinguilh them from all other nations n. Amidfl: all this 
idle violence, John flood on fuch bad terms with his no
bility, that he never dared to affemble the Hates of the 
kingdom, who, in fo jufl: a caufe, would probably have 
adhered 'to any other mona:ch, and have defended with 
vigour the liberties of the nation againfl: thefe palpable 

Interdia of ufurpations of the court of Rome. Innocent, therefore, 
the king- . . h k' ' k r f l . d 1 n_ h liom, perce1vmg t e mg s wea -nets, u mmate at an: t e 

fentence of interdict, which he had for fame time held 
fufpended over him o. 

THE fentence of interditl: was at that time the great 
infi:rument of vengeance and policy employed by the court 
of Rome ; was denounced againft fovcreigns for the light

. eft offences; an~ made the guilt of one perfon involve the 

· m M. Paris, p. 157. n lbitl. 
Ann. Waverl, P• 170, M, Weft, p. z.6S. 

o Ibid, Trivet, p. r sz. 
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ruin of millions, even in their fpiritual and eternal wel- C H A P. 
XI. 

fare. The execution of it was artificially calculated to '-r---1 
ftrike the fenfes in the higheft degree, and to operate with uo7. 

irrefifrible force on the fuperftitious minds of the people. 
The nation was of a fudden deprived of all exterior exer-
cife of its religion : The altars were defpoiled of their 

ornaments : The croffes, the reliques, the images, the 
fiatues of the faints were laid on the ground a and as if 
the air itfelf were profaned, and might pollute them by 

its contaCt, the priefl:s carefully covered them up, even 
from their own approach and veneration. The ufe of 
bells entirely ceafed in all the churches: The bells them-

felves were removed from the fteeples, and laid on the 
ground with the other facred utenfils. Mafs was cele-
brated with :fhut doors ; and none but the priefts were 

admitted to that holy inil:itution. The laity partook of 
no religious rite, except baptifm to new-born infants, 
and the communion to the dying : The dead were not 

interred in confecrated ground : They were thrown into 
ditches, or buried in common fields; and their obfequies 
were not attended with prayers or any hallowed cere-

mony. Marriage was celebrated in the church-yards P; 

and that every aB:ion in life might bear the marks of this 
dreadful fituation, the people were prohibited the ufe of 
meat, as in Lent, or times of the higheft penance; were 
debarred from all pleafures and entertainments; and were 

forbid even to falute each other, or fo much as to fhave 
their beards, and give any decent attention to their perfon 
and apparel. Every circumil:ance carried the fymptoms 

of the deepeft diftrefs, and of the moft immediate appre-
henfion of divine vengeance and indignation. 

THE king, that he might oppofe his temporal to their 
fpiritual terrors, immediately, from his own authority, 

confifcated, the efl:ates of all the clergy who obeyed the 

P Chron. Dunft. vol. i, P• 51. 
in~crdiet; 
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c H A P. interdict q • banilhed the prelates, confined the monks in 
XI ' 
~ their convent, and gave them only fuch a fmall allowance 

1'1.0 7· from their own efl:ates, as would fuffice to provide them 
with food and rayment. He treated with the utmoft 
rigour all Langton's adherents, and every one that 
1howed any difpofition to obey the commands of Rome: 
And in order to diftrefs the clergy in the tenderefr point, 
and at the fame time expofe them to reproach and ridi
cule, he threw into prifon all their concubines, and 
required high fines as the price of their lib~rty r. 

AFTER the canons, which efl:abliilied the celibacy of 
tbe clergy, were, by the zealous endeavours of archbi
fhop Anfelm, more rigoroufly executed in England, the 
ecclefiafl:ics gave, almoft univerfally and avowedly, into 
the ufe of concubinage; and the court of Rome, which 
had no intereft in prohibiting this practice, made very 
flight oppofition to it. The cufl:om was become fo pre
valent, that, in fome cantons of Swifferland, before the 
reformation, the laws not only permitted, but, to avoid 
fcandal, enjoined the ufe of concubines to the younger 
clergy s ; and it, was ufual every where for priefts to ap
ply to the ordinary~ , and obtain from him a formal liberty 
for this indulgence. The biiliop commonly took care to 
prevent the practice from degenerating into liccntiouf
nefs : He confined the priefl: to the ufe of one woman, 
required him to be conftant to her bed, obliged him to 
provide for her fubfiftance and that of her children; and, 
though the offspring was, in the eye of the law, deemed 
illegitimate, this commerce was really a kind of inferior 
marriage, fuch as is frill praCl:ifed in Germany among the 
nobles ; and may be regarded by the candid as an appeal, 
from the tyranny of civil and eccleftaftical infl:itutions, 
to the more virtuous and more unerring laws of nature. 

q Ann. Waver)., p. 170. r M. Paris, p. 158. Ann. Waved. 
p. 170, s Padre Paolo1 Hift. Cone, 1 rid. lib. 1. 
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THE quarrel between the king and the fee of Rome c H A P. 

Continued for fome years; and though many of the cleq~;y, ~ 
from the fear of punilhment, obeyed the orders of John; 12°7• 

and celebrated divine fervice, they complied with the 
utmofl: reluctance, and were regarded, both by th'emfelves 
and the people, as men who betrayed their principles, 
3-nd facrificed their confcience to temporal reg.ards and in-
terefl:s. During this violent fituation, the king, in order 
to give a lufl:re to his government, attempted military. 
expeditions, againfi Scotrand, againfr In~land, againft the 
Wellh t; and he commonly prevailed, more from the 
weaknefs of his enemies than from his own vigour or 
abilities. Meanwhile, the danger, to which his govern-

ment ftood continually expofed from the difcontents of 
the ecclefiafl:ics, encreafed his natural propenfion to ty-
ranny; and he feems to have even wantonly difgufl:ed all 
orders of men, efpecially his nobles, from· whom alone 
he could reafonably expect fupport and affifiance. He· 

dilhonoured their families by his licentious amours ; he 
publiihed ediCl:s, prohibiting them from hunting fea-
thered game, and thereby reftrained them from their fa.: 
vourite occupation and amufement u; he ordered all the 
hedges and fences near his forefl:s to be levelled, thJ.t his 
deer might have more ready accefs into the fields for· 
pafl:ure ;. and he continually loaded the nation with arbi .... 
trary taxes and impofitions. Confcious of the gener.l.l u.o~~ 

hatred which he had incurred, he required his nobility to 
give him hoftages for fecurity of their allegiance; and they 

were obliged to put into his hands their fons, nephews; 
or near relations. When his meffengcrs came with 

like orders to the caftle of William de Braoufe, a baron 
of great note, the lady of that nobleman replied, that 
fue :would never entruft her fon into the hands of one 

t W, Heming, p. 556, Ypod Neuft. p. 460, :Kny~hton1 P· 24'1.o, 
1t M. Weft\ p.1.6S. 
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C HA P. who had murdered his own nephew, while in his cufl:odv. 
~Her hu!band reproved her for the feverity of this fpeech; 

ao8. but, fenfi.ble of his danger, he immediately fled with his 
wife and fon into Ireland, where he endeavoured to con
ceal himfelf. The king difcovered the unhappy family 
in their retreat; feized the wife and fon, whom he frarvcd 
to death in prifon; and the baron himfelf narrowly efcap_. 
ed, by flying into France. 

J~og. THE court of Romtr had artificially contrived a grada-
tion of fentences ; by which fhe kept offenders in awe; 
frill afforded them an opportunity of preventing the next 
anathema by fubmiffion; and in cafe of their obfiinacy, 
was able to refre:lh the horror of the people againfi them, 
by new denunciations of the wrath and vengeance of 
heaven. As the fentcnce of interdiCl: had not produced 
the defired effetl: on John, and as his people, though ex
tremely difcontented, had hitherto been reftrained from 
rifing -into open rebellion againft him, he was foon to 
look for the fentence of excommunication : And he had 
re.afon to apprehend, that, notwithftanding all his pre
cautions, the moft dangerous confequences might enfue 
from it. He was witncfs of the other fcenes, which, at 
that very time, were aCl:ing in Europe, and which dif
played the unbounded and uncontrouled power of the 
papacy. Innocent, far from being difmayed at his con
tefts with the king of England, had excommunicated the 
emperor Otho, John's nephew w; and foon brought that 
powerful and haughty prince to fubmit to his authority. 
He publiilied a crufade agairtfl: the Albigenfes, a fpecies 
of enthufiafts in the fouth of France, whom he denomi
nated heretics; becaufe, like other enthufiafts, they ne· 
gleCled the rites of the church, and oppofed the power 

'I M. Prais, P• t6o. Trivet, 154. M. W~1lo p. 2.6g. 
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and ~nfluerice of the clergy: The people froin all parts ofC H A P• 

Europe, moved by their fuperfiition and their paffion for ~ 
wars and adventures, flocked to his fiandard : Simon de uo9. 

Montfort, the general of the crufade, acquired to him-
felf a fovereignty in thefe provinces : The count of 

Touloufe, who protctl:ed, or perhaps only tolerated the 
Albigenfes, was frripped of hiG dominions: And thef~ fec-
taries themfelves, though the mofr innocent and inoffen-
five of mankind, were exterminated with all the circum-
fiances of extreme violence and barbarity. Here were 
therefore both an army and a general, dangerous from 
their zeal and valour, who might be directed to aB: 
againfi John; and Innocent, after keeping the thunrler 
long fufpended, gave at lafr authority to the bi!hops ofE_xco.mmu-
L 

n:cat10n of 
ondon, Ely, and Worcefl:er, to denounce the fentence the kira. 

of excommunication againfr him Jt. Thefe prelates obey-
ed; though their brethren were deterred from publifhing, 
as the pope required of them~ the fentence in the feveral 
churches of their diocefes. 

No fooner was the excommunication known, th::m the 
effeB:s of it appeared. Geoffrcy, archd~1con of Nor
wich, who was entrufi:ed with a confider~ble office in the 
court of exchequer, being informed of it while fitting on 
the bench, obferved to his collegues the danger of ferving 
under an excommunicated king; and he immediately left 

his chair, and departed the court. John gave orJers to 
feize him, to throw him into prifon, to cover his head 
with a great leaden cope ; and by tl1is and other fevere 
ufage, he foon put an end to his life Y : Nor was there 
any thing wanting to Geoffrey, except the dignity and 

rank of Becket, to exalt him to an equal . fiation in 
heaven with that great and celebrated martyr. Hugh de 

Wells, the king's chancellor, being eleCl:ed, by his ap
pointment, bifhop of Lincoln, upon a vacancy in that 

• M, Paris, p. I 59• M, Weft. p. ~70, 

F2 
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C H A P. fee, defired leave to go abroad, in order to receive confc

~ cration from the archbiiliop of Roi.ien ; but he no fooner 
uo9. reached France, than he hafiencd to Pontigny, where 

L:mgton then rdidcd, and paid fubmiffions to him as his 

primate. 'rhc biiliops, finding themfclvcs expofed either 
to the jealoufy of the king or hatred of the people, 

gradu:1lly froie out of the kingdom; and at lafr there re

mained only three prelates to perform the functions of the 

epifcopal office z. lV1any of the nobility, terrified by 
. John's tyranny, and obnoxious to him on different ac

counts, imitated the example of the biihops; and moll: 
of the others, who remained, were with rcafon fufpeeted 

of hal·ing fecretly entered into a confederacy againil: 

him a. John was alarmed. at his dangerous fituation; a 

fituation, which prudence, vigour, and popularity, might 

formerly have prevented, but which no virtues or abilities 

w~rc now fufficient to retrieve. He defired a conference 

with Langton at Dover; offered to acknowledge him as 
primate, to fubmit to the pope, to refiore the exiled clergy, 

even to pay them a limited fum as a compenfation for the 

1·ents of their confifcated efbtes. But Langton, perceiv~ 

ing his advantage, was not fatisfied with thefe concef .. 

fions: He demanded, that full refi:itution and reparation 

:lhould be made to all the clergy ; a condition fo exorbi

tant, that the king, who probably had not the power of 

fulfilling it, and who forefaw that t.his efi:imation of da

mages might amount to an immenfe fum, finally broke 

off the conference h. 

THE next gr:1dat!on of papal fentences was to abfolve 

John's fubjeets from their oaths of fidelity and allegiance, 

and to declare every one excommunicated who had any 

commerce with him, in pul?lic or in private; at his 

• ·Ann. Waverl. P• 17o, Ann, Marg. p. 14, a M. Paris, 
"• 162, M, 'Vell. P• '1.70~ %.71• b Ann, Waverl, P• J71• 

table, 



] 0 H N. 

table, in his council, or even in private converfation c • C R A P. 
Xl 

And this fcntence was accordingly, with all imaginable .__....r---1 
folemnity, denounced . againft him. But as John ftill U.J~. 

perfevered in his contumacy, there remained nothing but 
the fentence of depofition ; which, though intimately 
connctl:ed with the former, had been difringuiilied from 
it by the artifice of the court of Rome ; and Innocent 
determined to dart this lafi: thunder-bolt againfr the re-
fratl:ory monarch. But as a fentence of this kind required 
an armed force to execute it, the pontiff, cafiing his eyes 

around, fixed at lafi: on Philip, king of France, as the 
pcrfon, into whofe powerful hand he could moft pro-
perly entruft that weapon, the ultimate refource of his 
ghofrly authority. And he offered that monarch, bcfides 
the remiffion of all his fins and endlefs fpiritual benefits, 
the property and poffeffion of the kingdom of England, 

as the reward of his labour d. 

IT was the common concern of all princes to oppofe IUl• · 

thefe exorbitant pretenfions of the Roman pontiff, by 
which they themfelves were rendered vaffals, and vaffals 
totally dependant, of the papal crown: Yet even Philip, 
the moft able monarch of the age, was feduced, by prefent 
intereft, and by the profpcB: of fo tempting J. prize, to 
accept this liberal offer of the pontiff, and thereby to 
ratify that authority, which, if he ever oppofed its bound-
lefs ufurpations, might, next day, tumble him from the 
throne. He levied·a great army; fummoned all the vaf-
fals of his crown to attend him at Roiien ; collected a 
fleet of 1700 veffels, great and fmalJ, in the fea-ports of 
Normandy and Picardy; and partly from the zealous fpirit 
of the age, partly from the pcrfonal regard univerfally 
paid him, prepared a force, which feemed equal to the 
greatncfs of his enterprize. The king, on the other 

c M. Paris, p. 161, M. Weft. p. z;o. d M, Paris, p. 161. 

M. Weft, P• 2.71, 
hand, F 3 
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c H A P. hand, iffued out writs, requiring the attendance of all 
~:_his military vaffals at Dover, and e ·en of all able-bodied 

~:&IJ· men, to defend the kingdom in this dangerous extremity. 
A great number appeared; and he feleCl:ed an army of 
6o,ooo men; a power invincible, had they been united 
in affe::'tions to their prince, and animated with a becom
ing zeal for the defence of their native country e. But 
the people were fwayed by fuperftition, and regarded 
their king with horror, as anathematized by papa,! cen
fures: The barons, befides lying under the fame preju
dices, were all difgufred by his tyranny, and were, many 
pf them, fufpeeted of holding a fecret correfpondence . .. 

with the enemy: And the incapacity and cowardice of the 
king himfe1f, ill-fitted to contend with thofe mighty 
difficulties, made men prognofricate the moft fatal effeets 
from the French invafion. 

P ANDOLF, whom the pope had chofen for his legate, 
and appointed to head this important expedition, had, 
before he left Rome, applied for a fecret conference with 
his mafier, and had aiked him, whether, if the kirtg of 
England, in this defperate fituation, were willing to fub
mit to the apoftolic fee, the church fhould, without the 
confent of Philip, grant him any terms of accommoda
tion r? Innocent, expecting from his agreement with a 
prince fo abject both in charaCler and fortune, more ad: 
vantages than Lom his alliance with a great and viCtorious 
monarch, who, af r fuch mighty acquifitions, might 
become too haughty to be bound by fpiritual chains, 
c:~p1ained to Pandolf the conditions on which he was 
willing to be reconciled to the king of England. The 
legate, therefore, as foon as he arrived in the north of 
France, fent over two knights tcmplars to defire an inter
view with John at Dover, which was readily granted: 
He there reprefented to him, in fuch fhong, and probably 

e M". Paris, I?• 163, M, Weft, P• 171, f M. Paris, p. y6z. 
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in fuch true colours, his loft condition, the difa.ffeClion C H A P. 

of his fubjeCts, the fecret combination of his vaffals~ 
againft him, the mighty armament of France, that John u 1 3· 

13th May. 

yielded at difcretion g' and fubfcribcd to all the conditions T he ~ing's 

h. h p d If 1 r. d . fc h" H fu bm iffion 
w 1c an o was p ea1e to Jmpo e upon 1m. e to the: pope. 

promifed, among other articles, that he would fubmit him-

felf entirely to the judgment of the pope; that he would 

acknowledge Langton for primate ; that he would refl:ore 

all the exiled clergy and laity, who had been banilhed on 

account of the conteft; that he would make them full re-

ftitution of their goods, and compenfation for all da-

mages, and inftantly confign eight thoufand pounds, in 

part of payment ; and that every one outlawed or im-

prifoned for their adherence to the pope, fhould immedi-

ately be received into grace and favour 0• Four baron$ 

fwore, along with the king, to the obfervance of this ig ... 

nominious treaty i. 

BuT the ignominy of the king was not yet carried to 

its full height. Pandolf required him> as the firfl: fpeci

men of obedience, to refign his kingdom to the church ; 

and he perfuaded him, that he could no wife fa efFec

tually difappoint the French invafion, as by thus putting 

himfelf under the immediate proteCl:ion of the apo!tolic 

fee. John, lying under the agonies of prefent ter.ror, 

made no fcruple of fubmitting to this condition. H~ 

paired a charter, in which he faid, that, not confl:rained 

by fear, but of his mvn free-will, and by the common 

advice and confent of his barons, he had, for remiffion of 

llis own fins and thofe o( his family, refigned England 

and Ireland to God, to St. Peter and St. Paul, and to 

pope Innocent and his fuccdfors in the apoftolic chair : 

He agreed to hold thofe dominions as feudatory of the 

church of Rome, by the annual payment of a thoufand 

g M. Weft. P• Z7Io 

Annat, Burt. P• :z.68, 
h Rymer, vol. i. p. 166, M . Paris, P• 163. 

i Rymer, vol. i, P• 170, M. P~ris, P· 163. 
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C H A P, marks ; feven hundred for England, three hundred for 
~~Ireland: And he fl:ipulated, that, if he or his fucceffor:; 

U.IJ· fhouJd ever prefume tO revoke or infringe this Charter, 
they fhould infrantly, except upon admonition they !epent
cd. of their offence, forfeit all right to their dominions k. 

ISth May, IN confcquence of this agreement? John did homage to 
Pandolf as the pope's legate, with all the fubmiffive rites 
which the feudal ~aw required of vafials before their liege
lord and fuperior. He came difarmed into the legate's 
prefence, ~vho was feated on a throne; he flung himfelf 
on his knees before him; he lifted up hi_s joined hands, 
and put them within thofe of Pandolf; he fwore fealty to 
the pope ; and he paid part of the tribute, which he owed 
for his kingdom as the patrimony of St. Peter. The le
gate, elated by this fupreme triumph of facerdotal power, 
could not forbear difcovering extravag~nt fymptoms of 
joy and exultation : He trampled on the money, which 
was laid at his feet, as an earnefr of the fubjeB:ion of the 
kingdom: A_n infolence, of which, however offenfive to 
all the Englifh, no one prefent, except the archbifhop of 
Dublin, dared to take any notice. But th~mgh Pandolf 
had brought the king to fubmit to thefe bafe conditions, 
he fl:ill refu[ed to free him from the excommunication and 
interdiCt, till an efl:imation fhould be taken of the loffes 
of the ecclefiafrics, and full compenfation and r~fritution 
ihould be made them. 

] OHN, reduced to this abjeCt fituation under a foreign 
power, frill fhowed the fame difpofition to tyrannize 
over his fubje8.:s, \-vhich had been the chief caufe of all 
his misfortunes. One Peter of Pomfret a hermit had 

' ' foretold, that the king, this very year, fhould lofe his 
crown ; and for that rafh prophecy, he had been thrown 
into prifon in Corfc-caftle. John now determined to 

1: Rymer, vol. i. P• 176. ~· Paris, p. 165~ 
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, ring him to punifhment as an impoil:or; and though the c H A P. 

man ple::1dcd, that his prophecy was fulfilled, and that ~ 
the king had loft the royal and indepenc!ent crown which 121

1· 

he formerly wore, the ~efence was fuppofed to augment 
his guilt : He was dragged at horfes' tails, to the town 
of vVarham, and there hanged on a gibbet with his 

fon 1• 

WHEN Pando]f, after receiving the homage of John, 
returned to France, he congratulated Philip on the fuc
cefs of his p1ous enterprize ; and inform~d him, that 

] ohn, moved by the terror of the French arms, had now 
come to a j uft fenfe of his guil~ ; had returned to obedi
ence under the apofi:olic fee ; had even confented to do 
homage to the pope for his dominions ; and having thus 
made h1s kingdom a part of St. Peter's patrimony, :had 
rendered it impoffible for any Chriftian prince, without 
~he mQfi: manife!_t and moll: flagrant impiety, to attack 
him m. Philip was inraged on receiving this intelligence: 
He exclaimed, that having, at the pope's inftigation, 

undertaken an expedition, which had cofi: him above 
6o,ooo pounds ft.erling, he was frufhated of his purpofe, 
at the time when its fuccefs was become infallible·: He 
<::omplained, that all the ex pence had fdlen upon him; all 
the advantages had accrlled to Innocent: He threatened 
to be no longer the dupe of thefe hypocritical pretences : 
And afiembling hi~ va!fals, he laid before them the ill
treatment which he had received, expofed the interefi:ed 

and fraudulent conduct of the pope, and required their 
affifi:ance to execute his enterprize againfi: England, in 

which, he told them, that, notwithfi:anding the inhibi

tions and menaces of the legate, he was determined to 

perfevere. The French barons were in that age little 
lefs ignorant and fuperfi:itious than the Engli{h : Yet, fo 

1 M. Paris, p. I 6 S• Chron, Dunft, vol. i. 1'• 56. 
m Trivet, p. 16o. 
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c H A P. much does the influence of thofe religious principles de
'-~ pend on the prefent difpofition of men's minds f they all 

'~ 1 l• vowed to follow their prince on his intended expedition, 
and were refol ute not to be difappointcd of that glory 
and thofe richef', which they had long expeCted from this 
cnterprize. The earl of Flanders alone, who had pre~ 
vioufly formed a fecret treaty with John, declaring againfl: 
the injufl:ice and impiety of the undertaking, retired with 
his forces 11 

; and Phili~, that he might not leave fo clan-
. gcrous an enemy behind him, :firft turned his arms againft 
the dominions of that prince. J\1eanwhile, the Englifu 
fleet was affemblcd under the earl of Salifbury, the king's 
natural brother; and though inferior in number, received 
orders to attack the French in their harbours. Salifbury 
performed this fervice with fo much fuccefs, that he took 
three hundred lhips; defl:royed a hundred more 0 : And 
Philip, finding it impoffible to prevent the reft from fall
ing into the hands of the enemy, fet :fire to them himfelf, 
and thereby rendered it impoffible for him to proceed any 
farther in his enterprize. 

JOHN, exulting in his prefent fecurity, infenfible t() 
his pafi: difgrace, was fo elated with this fuccefs, that he 
thought of no lefs than invading France in his turn, and 
recovering all thofe provinces which the profperous arms 
of Philip had formerly ravilhed from him. He propofed 
this expedition to the barons, who were already affembled 
for the defence of the kingdom. But the Englifh nobles 
both hated and defpifed their prince: They prognofl:icated 
no fuccefs to any enterprizc conduCted by fuch a leader: 
And pretending, that their time of fervice was elapfed, 
and all their provifions exhaufted_, they refufed to fecond 
his undertaking P, The king, however, refolute in his 

urpofe, embarked with a few followers, and failed to 

n M, Paris, p. J 66 • 

• 59• Trivet, P• I 57• 
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J 0 N. ' J crfcy, in the foolilh expetl:ation, that the barons would -C H A P. xr • 
.at Ia£1: be aihamed to fray behind q. But finding himfc:lf _,...,,~_ 

difappointed, he returned to England; and raifi11g fome , niJ. 

troops, threatened to take vengeance on all his nobles for 
their defertion and difobedience. The archbifuop of Can-
terbury, who was in a confederacy with the barons, here 

interpofed ; ftriCl:ly inhibited the king from thinking of 

fuch an attempt; and threatened him with a renewal of 
the fentence of excommunication, if he pretended to levy 
.war upon any of his fubjeets, before the ki~gdom was 

freed from the fentence of interdiCt r. 

THE church had recalled the feveral anathemas pro
nounced againfr John, by the fame gradual progrefs with 
which £he had at firfr iffued them. By receiving his ho
mage, and admitting him to the rank of a vaffal, his de
pofition was virtually annulled, and his fubjeets were 
again bound by their oaths of allegiance. The exiled 
prelates then returned in great triumph, with Langton at 
their head; and the king, hearing of their approach, went 
forth to meet them, and throwing himfelf on the ground 
before them, he entreated them with tears to have com
paffion on him and the kingdom of England s. The pri
mate, feeing thefe marks of fincere penitence, led him to 
the chapter-houfe of Winchefrer, and there adminifrered ~oth JuTy£ 
.an oath to him, by which he again fwore fealty and obe-
dience to pope Innocent and his fuccetiors; promifed to 
love, maintain, and defend holy church and the clergy; 
engaged that he would re-efbbli{h the good laws of his 
ancefrors, particularly thofe of St. Edward, and would 
aboli!h the wicked ones ; and expreffed his refolution of 
maintaining jufrice and right in all his dominions t. The 
primate next gave him abfolution in the requifite forms, 
f!nd admitted him to dine with him, to the great joy of 

q M. Paris, p. t66. r M. PJris, p. 167. s M. Paris, 
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c H A P. all the people. The fentence of interditl: was fi-i!I up
~ held againft the kingdom. A new legate, Nicholas, 

n 1 3· bifhop of Frefcati, came into England, .in lieu of Pan. 
dolf; and he declared it to be the pope's intentions never 
to loofen that fcntence till full refi:itution were made to 
the clergy oF every thing taken from them, and ample re
paration for all damages which they had fufi:aincd. He 
only permitted mafs to be faid with a low voice in the 
churches, till thofe loifes and damages could be efi:!mated 
to the fatisfatlion of the parties. Certain barons were 
appointed to take an account of the claims ; and John 
was afroniTh::d at the greatnefs of the fums, to which the 
clergy made their loffes to amount. No lefs thal} twenty 
thoufands marks were demanded by the monks of Canter
bury alone ; twenty-three thouf.1.nd for the fee of Lin
coln; and the king, finding thefe pretenfions to be exorbi
tant and encllefs, offered the clergy the fum of an hundred 
thoufand marks for a final acquittal. l'he clergy rejetlcd 
the offer with difdain ; but the pope, willing to favour 
his new vailil, whom he found zealous in his declara
tions of fealty, and regular in paying the ftipulated tri· 
bute to Rorne, directed his legate to accept of forty thou
fand. The ifluc of the whole was, that the bifhops and 
confiderable abbots got reparation beyond what they had 
any title to demand : The inferior clergy were obliged 
to fit down contented with their loifes : And the king, 
~fter the int{rdiet was taken off, renewed, in the mofi: fo
lemn manner, and by a new charter, fealed with gold, 
his profeffions of homage and obedience to the fee of 
Rome. 

WHEN this vexatious affair was at lafl: brouo-ht to a con-o 
dufion, the king, as if he had nothing farther to attend 
to but triunphs and viB:ories, went over to Poictou, 
;which frill acknowledged his authority u ; and he· carried 

• Q.2een Elc11nor di.ed in I 1 o 3 or UOf• 
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w. r into Philip's dominions. He befieged a came nearC HA P. 
Xl. 

Angiers; but the approach of prince Lewis, Philip's fon, ~ 
obliged him to raife the fiege with fuch precipitation, lZ !4• 

that he left his tents, machines, and baggage behind 
him; and he returned to England with drfgrace. About 
the fame time, he heard of the great and decifive viB:ory 
gained by the king of France at Bovines over the emperor 
Otho, who had entered France at the head of I so,ooo 
Germans ; a viB:ory w·hich efrabliilied for ever the glory 
of Philip, and gave full fccurity to all his dominions. 
John could, therefore, think henceforth of nothing far-
ther, th~n of ruling peaceably his own kingdom; and his 

clofe conjunction with the pope, which he was deter-
mined at any price to maintain, enfured him, as he ima-
gined, the certain attainment of that objecr. But the lafr 

and mofr grievous fcene of this prince's misfortunes frill 
awaited him; and he was defrined to pafs through a ferics 
of more humiliating circumfiances than had ever yet fallen 

to the lot of any other monarch. 

THE introduCtion of the feudal law into England by Di{contenti 

W 'll' h C h d 1 · f · d h l'b · of the ba-1 tarn t e onqueror a muc 1 m nnge t e 1 erttes, rons .. 

however imperfeCt, enjoyed by the Anglo-Saxons in their 
ancient government, and had reduced the whole people to 
a fi:ate of vaffalage under the king or barons, and even the 
greatefr part of them to a ftate of real flavery. The ne-

ceffity alfo of entrufring great power in the hands of a 
prince, who was to maintain a military dominion over a 
vanquifhed nation, had engaged the Norman barons to 
fubmit to a more fevere and abfolute prerogative than that 
to which men of their rank, in other feudal governments, 
were commonly fubjected. The power of the crown, 
once raifed to a higll pitch, was not eafily reduced ; and 
the nation, during the courfe of a hundred and fifty years, 
was governed by an authority, unknown, in the fame de-

<tJ:'ee, to all the lcingdoms founded by the northern con-

querors. 
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c H A P. querors. Henry I. that he might allure the people to 
~give an exclufion to his elder brother Robert, had granted 

1ZI4· them a charter, favourable in many particulars to their 
liberties; Stephen had renewed this grant; Henry II. 
had confirmed it : But the conceffions of all thefe princes 
had frill remained without effeCt; and the fame unlimited, 
at leafr irregular authority, continued to be exercifed both 
by them and their fucceffors. The only happinefs was, 
that arms were never yet ravilhed from the hands of the 
barons and people : The nation, by a great confederacy, 
might frill vindicate its liberties : And nothing was more 
likely, than the charaCter, condutt, and fortunes of the 
reigning prince, to produce fuch a general union and 
combination againfr him. Equally odious and contempt
ible, both in public and private life, he affronted the 
barons by his infolcnce, dilhonoured their families by his 
gallantries, enraged them by his tyranny, and gave dif
content to all ranks of men by his endlcfs exaCtions and 
impofitions w • The efFeCt of thefe lawlefs pracrices had 
already appeared in the general demand made by the ba
rons of a refroration of their privileges ; and after he had 
reconciled himfelf to the pope, by abandcning the inde
pendance of the kingdom, he appeared to all his fubjeCl:s 
in fo mean a light, that they univerfally thought they 
might with fafety and honour infifr upon their preten
fions. 

BuT nothing forwarded this confederacy fo much as 
the concurrence of Langton, archbiihop of Canterbury; 

a man, whofe memory, though he was obtruded o.n the 
nation by a palpable incroachment of the fee of Rome, 
ought always to be refpeeted by the Englifh. This pre
late, whether he was moved by the generofity of his na
ture and his affection to public good; or had entertained 

w Chron, Mailr. p. t8S, T. Wykes, P• 36, Ann, Waverl, P• 181. 
W. Heming. p. 5,57• 
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<"11 animolity againfr John, on account of the long oppo· c H :A P. 

fition made by that prince to his election; or thought~ 
that an acquifition of liberty to the people would ferve to H.14, 

encreafe and fecure the privileges of the church; had 
formed the plan of reforming the government, and had 
prepared the way for that great innovation, by inferting 
thofe fingular claufes above-mentioned in the oath, which 
he adminifi:ered to the king, before he would abfolve him 
from the fentence of excommunication. Soon after, in a 
private meeting of fome principal barons at London, he 
fhowed them a copy of Henry I.'s charter, which, he faid 
he had happily found in a monafi:ery ; and he exhortca 
them to infifi: on the renewal and obfervance of it : The 
barons fwor~, that they would fooner lofe their lives than 
depart from fo reafonable a demand w. The confederacy 
began now to fpread wider, and to comprehend almofr all 
the barons in England; and a new and more numerou~ 
meeting was fummoned by Langton at St. Edmondfbury, November. 

Wider colour of devotion. He again produced to the af-
fembly the old charter of Henry ; renewed his exhorta-
tions of unanimity and vigour in the profecution of their 
purpofe ; and reprefented in the fi:ronge:fl: colours the ty-
ranny to which they had fo long been fubjected, and from 
which it now behaved them to free themfelves and their 
pofterity x. The barons, inflamed by his eloquence, in-
cited by the fenfe of their own wrongs, and encouraged 
by the appearance of their power and numbers, folemnly 
took an oath before the high altar, to adhere to each other, 
to infifr on their demands, and to make endlefs war on 
the king, till he 1hould fubmit to grant them r. They 
agreed, that, after the fefrival of Chrifrmas, they would 
prefer in a body their common petition; and in the mean 
time, they feparated, after mutually engaging, that they 
would put themfelves in a pofture of defence, would inlifr 

X Ibid. P• 17 5• 1 lbiJ. P• 176. 

men 



Bo H I S T 0 Jl Y 6 F E N G L A N D. 

CH A P. men and purchafe arms, and would fuppiy their cailic 
XI. 

'--Y--J with the neceffary provifions. 

1U5o 
6th Jan. 

rstb Jan. 

\ I 

TI-iE barons appeared in London on the day appointed; 
and demanded of the king, that, in confequence of his 
o-vvn oath before the primate, as well as i'n deference to 
their j ufi- rights, he fhould grant them a renewal of Hen
ry's charter, and a confirmation of the laws of St. Ed
ward. The king, alarmed with their zeal and unanimity, 
as well as with their power, required a delay; promifed1 

that, at the fefiival of Eafier, he would give them a pofi
tive anfwer to their petition; and offered them the arch
bifhop of Canterbury, the bilhop of Ely, and the earl of 
Pembroke, the Marefchal, as fureties for his fulfilling 
this engagement z. The barons accepted of the terms, 
and peaceably returned to their cafiles. 

DuRING this interval, John, in order to break or fub
due the league of his barons, endeavoured to avail himfclf 
of the ecclefiafi-ical power, of whofe influence he had, 
from his own recent misfortunes, had fuch fatal expe
rience. He granted to the clergy a charter, relinquilhing 
for ever that important prerogative, for which his father 
and all his ancefiors had zealoufly contended ; yielding to· 
them the free eleB:ion on all vacancies; referving only 
the power to iffue a conge d'elire, and to fubjoin a con
firmation of the eleCtion ; and declaring, that, if either 
of thefe were with-held, the choice fhould neverthelefs be 
deemed j ufl: and valid a. He made a vow to lead an army 
jnto Palefi-ine againfi- the infidels, and he took on him the 
crofs; in hopes, that he fhould receive from the church 
that protection, which lhe tendered to every one that had 
entered into this facred and meritorious engagement to. 

z M. Pari!, p. 176. W. WeA:. p, '-73• 
• Rymer, vol, i, p, :r.oo, Trivet, J.l• 16~, 
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nci he fent to Rome his agent, William de Mauderc, C R A P 

·n order to appeal to th~ pope againfl: the violence of his ~ 
barons, and procure him a favourable fcntence from that 12.1 5• 

powerful tribunal c. The barons alfo were not neglio-ent 

on their part in endeavouring to engage the pope in thc"r 

interefl:s : They difpatched -Eufl:ace de V efcie to Rome ; 

laiatheir cafe before Innocent as their feudal lord ; and 

petitioned him to interpofe his authority with the king, 

-and oblige him to refl:ore and confirm all their jufl: and un-
doubted privileges d. 

INNoCENT beheld with regret the di:!turbances which 
had arifen in England, and was much inclined to favour 

John in his pretenfions. H~ had no hopes of retaining 

and extending his newly acquired fuperiority over that 

kingdom, but by fupporting fo bafe and degenerate a 

prince, who was willing to facrifice every confideration 
to his prcfent fafety: And he forefaw, that, if the admi
nifl:ration fhould fall into the hands of thofe gallant and 

:high-(pirited barons, they would vindicate the honour, 

liberty, and independance of the nation, with the fame 
ardour which they now exerted in defence of their own. 

He wrote letters therefore to the prelates, to the nobility, 

and to the king himfelf. He exhorted the firfr to employ 

- their good offices in conciliating peace between the con

tending parties, and putting an end to civil difcord : 

'ro the fecond; he expreffed his difapprobation of t. eir 

conduCt in employing force to extort concc.ffions from 
their reluccant iovcreign : The lafl:, he advifcd to treat 

his nobles with grace and indulgence, and to gr:mt them 

fuch of their demands as ihould app~ar jufr and reafon ... 
able e. 

T'HE barons eafily faw, from the tehor of thefe letters, 

that they mufl: reckon on having the pope, as \veil as the 
king, for their adve1fary; but they had already advanced 

~ Pymer, vol. i. p. xS4. 
T OL. II. 

~ lbid. p. 196, 197• 
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c H A P. too far i-o recede from their pretenfions, and their paffions 

~ were[") deeply engaged, that it exceeded even the power 
Jzrs. of fuperfrition itfclf any longer to controul them. They 

alfo foref.:w, that the thunders of Rome, when not fe
conded by the efforts of the Engli:lh ecclefiafrics, would 

be of fmall avail againft them ; and they perceived, that 

the mofr confiderable of the prelates, as well as all the 

inferior clergy, profcffed the highpfr approbation of their 

caufe. Befides, that thefe men were feized with the na

tional paffion for laws and liberty ;" bleffings, of which 

they themfelves expetl:ed to partake; there concurred 

very powerful caufes to loofen their devoted attachment to 

the apofrolic fee. It appeared, from the late ufurpations 

of the Roman pontiff, that he pretended to reap alone all 

the advantages accruing from that victory, which, under 

his banners, though at their own peril, they had every 

where obtained over the civil magifrrate. The pope 
affumed a defpotic power over all the churches: Their 

particular cufl:oms, privileges, and immunitics, were 

treated with difdain: Even the canons of general coun

<'ils were fet afide by his difpenfing power: The whole 

:adminiftration of the church \Yere centered in the court 
of Rome: All preferments ran of courfe in the fame 
c~12..nnel: And the provincial clergy faw, at lcafl: felt, 
that t 1ere was a neccffity for limiting thcfe pretenfions. 

The legate, Nicholas, in filling thofe numerous vacan· 

cies which had fallen in England during an interdiB: of 

fix years, had proceeded in the mofi arbitrary manner; 

and had paid no regard, in conferring ~ignitics, to per· 

fonal merit, to rank, to t:1e inclination of the eleCl:ors, 
or to the cufioms of the country. The Englifh church 
was univerfally difgufied; and Langton himfelf, though 

he owed his elevation to an incroachment of the Romifh 

fee, was no fooner efiabli!hed in his high office, than he 

became jealous of the privileges annexed to it, and form-
- ~ 
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~d attachments with the country fubjetl:ed to his juri!- c 11 A P. 

diCl:ion. Thcfe caufes, though they opened flowly the~ 
eyes of men, failed not to produce their efFect: They fet J:us• 

bounds to the ufurpations of the papacy : The tide firft 
flopped, and then turned againft the fovereign pontiff: 
And it is otherwife inconceivable, how that age, fo prone 
to fuperfi:ition, and fo funk in ignorance, or rather fG 
devoted to a fpurious erudition, could have ef~aped fall ... 
ing into an abfolute and 'total flavery under the court of 
Rome. 

AnouT the time that the pope's letters arrived in Eng- Initmt ion 
of the b~11 

land, the malcontent barons, on the approach of the rons. · 

fefi:ival of Eaibr, when they were to expect the king's 
anfwer to the:r petitions, me by agreement at Stamford; 
and they afiemblcd .a force, confifting of above 2000 

knights, befides their retainers and infc1 ior perfons witl -
out number. Elated with their power, they advanced in ztth A.p·i • 
a body to Brackley, within fifteen miles of Oxford, the 
place where the court then reficlcd ; and they there re-
ceived a mdfage from the kin"", by the archbiiliop of 
Canterbury and the earl of Pembroke, dcftring to know 
what thofc liberties were which they fo zealou!ly chal ... 
lenged from their f~vereign. rl'hey delivered to thefe 
ineflengers a fchedule, containing the chief articles of 
their d~mands; which was no fooner :!hown to the king, 
than he burft into a furious paffion, and afked why tlle 
barons did not alfo dcmar d of him his kingdom ? fwear~ 
ing, that he would never grat t them fuch liberties a~ 

mufi: reduce himfelf to flavery f. 

No fooner ·wc:e the co .fede:ated nobles informed of 
John's reply, than they chofe Robcrt Fitz-vValter their 
general, whom they c.1llcd tht.· marefd;al of the army of 
G1d and of boly churcb; and they proceeded w:thout f<lr
ther ceremony to levy war ur,on tl e king. They be-

f ,:-,r, Paris, p x;6. 
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c H A P. fieged the cafrle of Northampton during fifteen days,. 

~though without fuccefs f: The gates of Bedford caftle 

I:.ns. were v;illingly opened to them by William Beauchamp, 

24th May. its owner: They advanced toW are in their way to Lon
don, where th~y held a correfpondence with the principal 
citizens : They were received without oppofition into 
that capital : And findimg now the great fuperiority of 

their force, they ifTued proclamations, requiring the other 

barons to join thtm, and menacing them, in cafe of 
rcfufal or delay, with committing devafi:ation on their 
houfes aml eftates g. In order to fhow what might be 

expeCl:ed from their profperous arms, they made incur

fions from London, and laid waff:e the king's parks and 

palaces ; • and all the barons, who had hitherto carried the 

femblance of fupporting the royal party, were glad of this 

pretence for openly joining a caufe, which they always 
had fecretly favoured. The king was left at Odiham in 

Surrey with a poor retinue of only feven knights; and 

after trying fevcral expedients to elude the blow, after 
offering to refer all differences to the pope alone, or to 

eight barons, four to be chofen by himfelf, and four by 

the confederates h, he found himfelf at laft obliged to fub

mit at difcretion. 
Ma~na A coNFERENCE between the king and the barons was 
Charta. . d R d b 
15th June. appomte at unneme e, ctween Windfor and Staines; 

a place which has ever fince been extremely celebrated, 

on account of this great event. The two parties en

tamped apart, like open enemies; and after a debate of a 
few days, the king, with a facility fomewhat fufpicious, 

1gth June. :figned and fealed the charter which was required of him. 
This f~mous deed, commonly called the GREAT CHAR

TER, either granted or fecured very important liberties 

f l\L Paris, p. 177. Chron. Dunft. vol; i. p. 71, : M. Paris, 
!• 117. h Rymer1 vol. i. p. 1.c0, 

.and 
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and privileges to every order of men in the kingdom; to C H A P. 
XI. 

the clergy, to the barons, and to the people. 
THE freedom of elections was fecured to the clergy: 1215• 

The former charter of the king was confirmed, by which 
the neceffity of a royal conge d'elire and confirn,ation was 
fuperfeded: All check upon appeals to Rome was re
moved, by the allowance granted every man to depart the 
kingdom at pleafure: And the fines to be impofed on the 
clergy, for any offence, were ordained to be proportion:1l 
to their lay efl:ates, not to their ecclcfia:fl:ical benefices. 

THE privileges granted to the barons were either abate
mcnts in the rigor of the feudal law, or determinations 
in points which had been left by that law, or had become 

by pracrice, arbitrary and ambiguous. The reliefs of 
heirs fuccecding to a military fee were afccrtained ; an 
earl' and baron's at a hundred marks, a knight's at a 
hundred fhillings. It was ordained by the charter, that, 

if the heir be a minor, he ih:111, immediately upon his 

majority, enter upon his efrate, without paying any re
lief: The king !hall not fell his wardfhip: He fhall levy 
only reafonable profits upon the efhte, without commit

ting wafie or hurting the property : He fhall uphold the 
caftles, houfes, mills, parks, and ponds : And if he 
comiJ.Jit the guardianfhip of the efiate to the fhcriff or any 

other, he fhall previoufly oblige them to find furety to the 
fame purpofe. During the minority of a baron, while 
his lands are in wardfhi p, and are not in his own po!fef .. 

fion, no debt which he owes to the Jews fhall bear any 
interefi. Heirs fhall be married without difparagement i 
and before the marriage be contracted, the nearefi relations 

of the perfon £hall be informed of it. A widow, without 

paying any relief, £hall enter upon her dower, the third 
part of her hufband's rents: She {hall not be compelled 
to marry, fo long as !he chufes to continue fingle; fue 

fhall only give fccurity never to marry without her lord's 
G 3 comen~ 
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c H \ P. confent. The kino- :fh:1ll not claim the wardfhip of any 
. Xf. . h h Id ;o d b ']' !' b L--v--1 mmor, w o o s taws y m1 1tary tenure 01 a a-on, on 
~z 1 5· pretence that he alfo ho!ds 1ands of the crown, by foe cage 

or any other tenure. Scutagcs !hall be cftimatcd at the 
fame rate as in the :irr..c of Henry I. ; anJ no fcuta6e or 
aid, except in the t~1ree general feudal cafes, the king's c~p
tivity, the knighting of h1s cldeft fyn, aml the marrying 
of ·his eldcfr daughter, ili ll be impofecl but by the great 
!=Ou.ncil of the kingdom ; the prelates, earls and great ba

rons, fhall be called to this great council, each by a p:rr
ticular \Vtit; the lcf!rr barons by a general fummons of 
the fhcrifF. The king {hall not fcize any baron's land for 
a debt to the crow!l, if the baron pofleffes as many goods 
and chattels as arc fufficicn: to d.fchargc the d bt. No 

man fhall be obliged to perform more fervice for his fee 
than he is bound o by h's tenure. No governor or con
fhble of a cafile fuall oblige any knight to give money for 
C.lftle-guanl, if he is willing to perform the fervice in per
f:m, or by another able-bodied man; and if the knight be 
:n the field him elf, by t 1e king's command, he fhall be 
exempted from all other fervice oft .is nature. No vaffal 

fhall be al" 0\V d to fell fo much of his land as to incapa
~·tate himfe f f:·om performing his fervice to his lord. 

THESE were the pri11cipal articles, calculated for the 
interefrs of the barons; and had the charter contained oo
~hing farther, m:.tional h:::ppinefs and liberty had been very 
littie promoted by it, as ~t would only have tended to en

creaf~ t~e pmv"'r and independance of an order of men, 
~·ho were already too powerful, and whofe yoke might 

have b come more hc2.vy on the p~oplc than e\'en that of 
::m ~bfolute mon:.rch. u: the barons, who alone drew 
and impofed ~m the prince his memorable charter, were 
neccffit<.:.ted to inf,rt in it other claufes of a more eJ~tenfive 
and more beneficent nature : They could not expeCt the 
concurren c of the .. eople, ,vithot!t comprehending, toge-

ther 
' 
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tber with their own, the interefts of inferior ranks of men; C H A P. 

and all provifions, which the barons, for their own fake, ~ 
were obliged to make, in order to enfure the free a.r1d equi- 1215. 

table adminiftration of jullice, tended directly to the be-
nefit of the who1e community. "''he following ·were f e 
principal claufes of this nature. 

IT was ordained, that all the privileges and imrnunities 
.above-mentioned, granted to the barons againfi the king, 
fhould be extended by the barons to their inferior vaffals. 
The king bound himfe f not to grant any writ, empower
ing a baron to levy aids from his vaffals, except in the 
three feudal cafes. One weight and one mcafure fhail be 
efiablifhed throughout the kingdom. Merchants flJall be 
.allov.red to tranfacr all bufincfs, without being expofed to 
any arbitrary tolls and impofitions : They tlnd all free 
men :!hall be allowed to go out of the kingdom and return 

to it at pleafure: London, and all cities and burghs, 
·1hall preferve their ancient liberties, immunities, and free 
.cufioms: Aids ihall not be required of them but by the 
.confent of the great council : No towns or individuals 
ihall be obliged to make or fupport bridges but by ancient 
-cufiom: The goods of e·very free man ihall be difpofed of 
according to his will : If he die intefiate, his heirs fhall 
fucceed to them. No officer of the crown {hall take any 

horfes, carts, or wood, without the confent of the owner. 
The king's courts of jufiice iha.ll be fiationary, 2.nd £hall 

no longer follow his perfon : They £hall be open to every 

one; and jufiicc !hall no longer be bought, rcfufed, or 
delayed by them. Circuits !hall be regularly held every 
year: The inferior tribunals of juil:ice, the county court, 
1heriff's turn, and court-lect !hall meet at their appointed 
tim~ and place : T'he fheriffs fhall be incapacitated to hold 

pleas of the crown ; and fhall not put any perfon upon 
his trial, from rumour or fufpicion alone, but upon the 

evidence of lawful witneffes . No freeman fhall be taken 
G 4 or 
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C H A P. or imprifoned, or difpoffeffed of his free tenement and ·:i .. 
~I. berties, or outlawed, or banifued, or any wife hurt ~r 

11.15.. injured, unlefs by the legal judgment of his peers, or by 
the law of the land ; and all who fuffered other-wife in 
this or the two former reigns, fhall be refiored to their 
rigl1ts and poffeffions. Every freeman fhall be fined ~n 

proportion to his fault; and no fine fhall be levied on him 
to • is utter ruin: Even a villain or rufl:ic fhall not by any 

:fin'- be bereaved of his carts, ploughs, and implements of 
huibandry. This was the only article calculated for the 

intcrefts of this body of men, probably at that time the 
mort numerous in t~lC kingdom. 

IT n ufr be confcfled, that the former articles of the 
Gr~at Charter contain fuch mitigations and explanations 
of the feudal law as are reafonable and equitable; and 
that the latter involve all the chief outlines of a legal go
vernment, and provide for the equal diftributicn of juf
tice, and free enjoyment of property ; the great objeCts for 
which political fociety was at firfr founded by men, which 
the people have a perpetual and unalienable right to re
caJ, and which no time, nor precedent, nor flatute, nor 
pofitive infritution, ought to deter them frcm keeping 

. ever uppermoil in their thoughts and attention. Though 
the provifions P-atd ·- by thrs charter might, conformably to 
the genius of the ag-e, be eftcemed too concife, and too 
bare of circur fla "lees, to mair.tain the execution of its 

articles, in orp fition to the chicanery of lawyers, fup
ported by the violepce of power; time gradually afcer
taincd the fenfe of all the ambiguous e.:preffions; and 
thofe generous b~11·ons, who firfr extorted this conceffion, 
fhll he!J their fv..rords in their hands, and could turn them 
againfi thofc who dare,J, on any pretence, to depart from 
the original fpirit and meaning of the grant. We may, 
now, from the tenor of this charter, conjecture what 
thofe laws were of king Edward, which the Engli.fh na-

tiQn 
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ion, during fo many generations, frill defircd, with fuch c H A P. 
. XI. 

an obfbnate perfeverance, to have recalled and eftablifhed. ~ 

They were chiefly thefe latter articles of Magna Charta; lli.5· 

and the barons, who, at the beginning of dlefe commo:.. 

tions, demanded the revival of the Saxon laws, undoubt-
edly thought, that they had fufficiently fatisfied the people,. 
by procuring them this conceffion, which comprehended 
the principal objects, to which they had fo long afpired. 
But what we are mofr to admire, is the prudence and 
moderation of thofe haughty nablcs themfelves, who were 

enraged by injuries, inflamed by oppofition, and elated by 
a total viCtory over their fovercign. They wer.:! content, 
even in this plenitude of power, to depart from fome arti-

cles of Henry I.'s charter, which they made the founda-
tion of their dema~ds, particularly from the abolition of 
wardfhips, a matter of the greatefi importance; and they feem 
to have been fufficiently careful not to diminifh too far the 

power and revenue of the crown. If they appear, therefore, 
to have carried other demands to too great a height, it can 

be afcribed only to the f:1.ithlefs and tyrannical character 

of the king himfelf, of which they had long had expe-
rience, and which, they forefaw, woulJ, if they pro-
vided no farther fecurity, le:1d him fcon to infringe their 

new liberties, and revoke his own conceffions. This alone 

gave birth to thofe other articles J feemingly exorbitant, 
which were added as a r2.mpart for the fafcguard of the 
Great Charter. 

THE barons obliged the king to agree, that London 
fhould remain in their hands, and the Tower be con
figncd to the cuftody of the primate, till the 15th of 
Augufi enfuing, or till the execution of the feveral 
articles of the Great Charter k, The better to enfure the 
ame end, he allowed them to chufe five and twenty 

~ ~ymer, vol. i, l'• zot, Chron. Dunft~ vol. i. p. 73• 

member$ 
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c H A P. members from their own body, as confervators of the 
~public liberties; and no bounds were fet to the authority 

uxs. of thefe men either in extent or duration. If any corn~ 
plaint were made of a violation of the charter, whe~ 
ther :!ttemptcd by the king, j uf~iciarics, ilieriffs, or 
forefrers, any four of thefe barons might admoniih the 
king to redrefs the grievance : If fatisfaB:ion were not 
obtained, they could affemble the whole council of 
twenty-five; who, in conjunction with the great council, 
were empowered to compel him to obferve the charter, 
and, in cafe of refifrance, might levy war againfi him, 
att:1ck his cafiles, and employ every kind of violence, 
except againfi his royal perfon, and that of his queen and 
chillren. All men, throughout the kingdom, were bound, 
under the penalty of confifcation, to fwcar obedience to 
the five and twenty barons ; and the freeholders of each 
county were to chufe twelve knights, who were to 
make report of fuch evil cufroms as required redrcfs, 
conformably to the tenor of the Great Charter 1• The 
names of thofe confervators were the earls of Clare, Al
bcmarlc, Glocefrer, Winchefrer, Hereford, Roger Bigod, 
ea;l of Norfolk, Robert de V ere, earl of Oxford, Wil
liam 1\tlarefchal the younger, Robert Fitz-vValtcr, Gil
bert de Clare, Euftace de Vefcey, G·ilbert Delaval, 
Vvilliam de Moubray, Geoffrcy de Say, Roger de Mom
bezon, \Villiam de Huntingfield, Robert de Ros, the 
confhble of Chcfter, William de Aubcnie, Richard de 
Pcrci, William Malet, John Fitz-Robert, \Villiam de 
Lanvalay, Hugh de Bigod, and Roger de 1viontfichet m, 

Thefe men were, by this convention, really invefred 
with the fovereignty of the kingdom : They were ren
dered co-ordinate with the king, or rather fuperior to 

l This fcems a very ihong proof that the houfe of commons was not then 
in being; other wife the knigh ts and burgeiTes from the fcvcral counties could 
have gi \'en in to the lords a lift of grievances, without fo unufual an eleelion, 

m 1~. Paris, p. 18x, 
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1im, in the exercife of the executive power: And as c H A P. 

there was no circumfrance of government, which, either~ 
directly or indirectly, might not bear a relation to the uxs. 

fecurity or obfervance of the Great Charter; there could 

fcarccly occur any incident, in which they might not 

lawfully interpofe their authority. 

JOHN feemed 'to fubmit paffively to all thefe regula

tions, however injurious to majefry: He fent writs to 

all the fherifFs, ordering them to confhain every one to 

fwcar obedience to the twenty-five barons " : He difmiffed 

all his foreign forces : He pretended, t 1at his govern

ment was thenceforth to run in a new tenor, and be 

more indulgent to the liberty anCl independancc cf his 

pecple. But he only difiembled, 'till he ! 10uld find a 

favourable opportunity for annulling all his conce.ffions. 

The injuries and . i dignities, which he had formerly 

fufFered from the pope and the king of France, as they 

came from ~quals or fuperiors, fecmeU to mak but fmall 

impre:ffion on him : But the fenfe of this perpetual and 

total fubjetl:ion under his own rebellious vaffuls, funk 

deep in his mind, and he was determincL, at all hazards, 

to throw off fo ignominious a £Iavery 0
• He grew fuilen, 

:filent, and referved : He fhunne he fociety of his 

courtiers and nobles : He retired into the I11e of Wight~ 

as if deftrous of hiding his fname and confufton; but in 

this retreat he meditated the mofl: fatal vengcance-againft all 

his enemies P. He fecrctly fent abroad his emifmrics to 

inlifi: foreign foldiers, and to invite the rapacious Braban

~ons into his fervic~, by the profpetl: of iharing the 

fpoils of England, and reaping the forfeitures of fv many 

opulent barons, who had incurred the guilt of rebellion, 

by rifing in arms againll: him q. And he difpatched a 

meffenger to Rome, in order to lay before the pope the 

reat Charter, which he had been compelled eo fi.;n, and 

n M. P.uis, p. 1Sz. o Ibid. p. 183. P lbid. 41 M. Paris, 

r• 183. Chron, Dunft, vol. i. P• 71., Chron, Mailr. p. xSS, 
to 
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c H A P. to complain, before that tribunal, of the violence, which 
XI. b . r. d h" '-----.J had een 1mpo1e upon 1m r. 

uzs. INNOCENT, confidering himfelf as feudal lord of the 
kingdom, was incenf~d at the temerity of the barons, 
who, though eley pretended to appeal to his authority, 
had dared, without waiting for his confent, to impofe 
fuch terms on a prince, who, by refigning to the Roman 
pont"ff ~1is crown and independance, had placed himfelf 
immediately m der the papal protection. He iffued, 
therefore, a 1mll, in which, from the plenitud~ of his 
apofrolic power, and from the authority, which God had 
committed to him, to build and deftroy kingdoms, to 
plant and overthrow, he annulled and abrogated the whole 
charter, as unjafr in itfelf, as obtained by compuHion, 
and as derogatory to the dignity of the apofl:olic fee. 
He pro11i ited the barons from exacting the obfcnrancc of 
it : H~ even proi1ibited the king himfelf from paying 
any regard to it: He abfolved him and his fubjects from 
all oaths, which they had been conftrained to take to that 
pu.rpofc : And he denounced a general fentence of e::
(:ommunic:l.tion againfi: every one, who ihould perfeverc 
in maintaining fu"h treafonable and iniquitous preten
fions s. 

Renewal of THE k'!1g, as his foreign forces arrived along with 
the civil this bull, now ventured to take off the mafk ,· and, under w;us. 

fanB:ion of the pope's decree, recalled all the liberties 
which he had granted to his fubjects, and which he had 

. folemnly fworn to obferve. _ But the fpiri ual '\veapon was 
found upon trial to carry lefs force with it, than he had 
reafon from his own experience to apprehend. The 
primate refufed to obey the pope in publifning the fen
tence of excommunication againft the barons; and though 
he was cited to Rome, that he might attend a general 
council, there affembled, and was fufpended, on account 

r M. Paris, p. 183. Chron, Dunfl-. vol. i. p. 73• 

vol. i. P• 203 1 2.04, 205, 208, M. Paris1 P• 184, 1 S 5, l 87. 
s Rymer, 
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of his difobedience to the pope, :md his fecret correfpond- c .H A P. 

ence with the king's enemies r : Though a new and par-~ 
ticular fentence of excommunication was denounced by hi 5· 

name againft the principal barons u; John frill found, 
that his nobility and people, and even his clergy, adhered 
to the defence of their liberties, and to their combination 
againft him : The fword of his foreign mercenaries was all 
he had to truft to for reftoring his authority. 

THE barons, after obtaining the Great Charter, feem to 
have been lulled into a fatal fecurity, and to have takerl 
no rational meafures, in cafe of the introduCtion of a 
foreign force, for re-affembling their armies. The king 
was from the firft mafter of the field ; and immediately 
]aid fiege to the caftle of Rochefter, which was obfrinately 
defended by William de Albiney, at the head of an hun
dred and forty knights with their retainers, but was at laft 
reduced by famine. John, irritated with the refiftancc, 3oth Kov. 

intended to have hanged the governor and all the garrifon; 
but on the reprefentation of \Villiam de Mauleon, who 
fuggefted to him the danger of reprizals, he was content 
to facrifice, in this barbarous manner, the inferior pri-
foncrs only w. The captivity of William de A!biney, 
the beft officer among the confederated barons, :vas an 
irreparable lofs to their caufc; and no regular oppofition 
was thenceforth made to the progrefs of the royal arms .. 
The ravenous and barbarous mercenaries, incited by a 
cruel and inraged prince, were let loofe againft the efl:ates, 

tenants, manors, houfes, parks of the barons, and fpread 

devaftation over the face of the kingdom. Nothing 
was feen but the flames of viliages and caftles reduced 
to allies, the confternation and mifery of the inhabitants, 
tortures exercifed by the foldiery to make them reveal 
their concealed treafures, and reprizals no lcfs barba- · 
rous, committed by the barons and their partizan on the 

t M. Paris, P• I'&g. 
w M. Parls, p. 187, 
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u Rymer, vol. i. p. :z.u, )\11, Patis, p. 191. 
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c H A P. royal demefnes, and on the e.ll:ates of fuch as fiill ad..
~ hered to the crown. The king, marching through the 

J.us. whole extent of England, from Dover to Berwick, laid 
the provinces wafi:e on each fide of him ; and confidered 
every eftate, which was not his immediate property, as 
entirely hofi:ile and the objeCt of military execution. The 
nobility of the n.orth in particular, who had fhewn 
greatefr violence in the recovery of their liberties, and 
who, aCting in a feparate body, had expreifed their dif
contcnt even at the conceffions made by the Great Char
ter; as they could expeB: no mercy, fled before him with 
their wives f.nd fam.::..:s, and purchafed the friendihip of 
Alexander, the young king of Scots, by doing homage 
to him. 

PrinceLewis THE barons, reduced to this defperate extremity, and 
G:alled over. d · h h 11 r. f 1 · l'b · h · menace w1t t e tota 01s o- t 1e1r 1 ert1es, t e1r pro-

perties, and their lives, employed a remedy no lefs defpe
ratc: Making applications to the court of France, they 
offered to acknowledge Lewis, the eldefr fon of Philip, 
for their fovercign; on condition, that he would afford 
them protection from the violence of their enraged prince. 
Though the fenfe of the common rights of mankind, the 
only rights that are entirely indefeafible, might have 
jufi:ified them in the depofition of their king; they de
clined infifiing before Philip; on a pretenfion, which is 
commonly fo difagreeable to fovereigns, and which 
founds harfhly in their royal ears. They affirmed, that 
John was incapable of fucceeding to the crown, by rea• 
fon of the attainder, paifed upon him during his brother's 
reign ; though that attainder had been reverfed, and 
Richard had even, by his lafl will, declared him his fuc
ceffor. They pretended, that he was already legally 
depofed by fentence of the pe~rs of France, on account 
of the murder of his nephew ; though that fentence 
could not poffibly regard any thing but hfs tranfmarine 

dominion~, 



J 0 H N. 

c1ominions, which alone he held in valialage to that C H A P. 
XI. 

crown. On more plaufible grounds, they affirmed, that '-v---J 
he had already depofcd himfelf by doing homage to the u t6. 

pope, changing the nature of his fovercignty, and refign-
ing an indcpcndant crown for a fee under a foreign 
power. And as Blanche of Cafrile, the wife of Lewis, 

was defcended by her mother from Henry II. they main-
t~ined, though many other princes frood before her in 
the order of fucceffion, that they had not fhaken off the 
royal family, in chufing her huiliand for their fovercign. 

PHILIP was frrongly tempted to lay hold on the rich 
prize which was offered to him. 'J'he pope's legate me

naced him with intcrditl:s and excommunications, if he 
invaded the patrimony of St. Peter, or attacked a prince, 
who was under the immediate protetl:ion of the holy 

fee x: But as Philip was affured of the obedience of his 

own vaffals, his principles were changed with the times, 

and he now undervalued as much all papal cenfures, as 

he formerly pretended to pay rcfpetl: to them. His chief 
fcruple was with regard to the fidelity, which he might 
expetl: from the Engl iih barons in their new engage
ments, and the danger of entrufiing his fon and heir into 
the hands of men, who might, on any caprice or necef
fity, make peace with their native fovcrcign, by facrificing; 
a pledge of fo much value. He therefore exatl:ed from 

the barons tw~nty-five hofiagcs of the mofi: noble birth 
in the kingdom r; and having obtained this fecurity, he 
firfi fent over a fmall army to th ... relief of the confedt:
rates ; then more numerous forces, who arrived with 

Lewis himfelf at their head. 
TnE firfi effetl: of the yount_: prince's appcar~nce in 

England was the defertion of John'~ foreign troops, who, 
being mo.fHy levied .in Fla1 dcr , ~:1d other provinces ot 

X M. Paris, p. I94• M. Wdl-. p. 7.75• 

Chron, Du11!l. 1f,'l. i, p. /4· 
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c H A. P. F ranee, re.f u fed to ferve againfl: the heir of their monarchy~ 
~The Gafcons ·and PoiB:evins alone, who were frill John's 

u.x 6
• fubjetl:s, adhered to his caufe ; but they were too weak: 

to maintain that fuperiority in the field, which they had 
hitherto fupported again:!l: the confederated barons. Many 
confiderable noblemen deferted John's party, the earls of 
Sali!bury, Arundel, Warrene, Oxford, Albemarle, and 
William Marefchal the younger: His cafl:les fell daily 
into the hands of the enemy: Dover was the only place, 
which, from the valour and fidelity of Hubert de Burgh, 
the governor, made refifl:ance to the progrefs of Lewis a: 
And the barons had the melancholy profpeB: of finally 
fucceeding in their purpofe, and of efcaping the tyranny 
of their own king, by impofing on themfelves and the 
nation a foreign yoke. But this union was of fhort dura
tion between the French and Engliih nobles; and the 
imprudence of Lewis, who, on every occafion, fuowed 
too vifible a preference to the former, encreafed that jea
Ioufy, which it was fo natural for the latter to entertain 
in their prefent fituation ". The vifcount of Melun, too, 
it is faid, one of his courtiers, fell fick at London, and 
finding the approaches of death, he fent for fome of his 
fr;ends among the Engli!h barons, and warning them of 
their danger, revealed Lewis's fecret intentions of exter
minating them and their families as traitors to their 
prince, and of befl:owing their efl:ates and dignities on his 
native fubjccts, in whofe fidelity he could more reafonably 
place confidence c. This fmry, whether true or falfc, 
was univcrf.'llly reported and beHeved ; and concurring 
with other circumflances, which rendered it credible, dtd 
great prejudice to the caufe of Lewis. The earl of Salif .. 
bury ~•nd other noblemen defertcd again to John's party tt; 
and as men cafily change fides in a civil war, efpccia1Ly 

z M. Paris, p. l95• a Ibi~. p 198. Chron. Dunft. vol. i, 
V· 7 ), 76, b W. Heming, p. 5 ( 9· c M. Paris, p. l99• 
'M. Weft. P• 277. d Chron. Dunft, VQ1. i. p. ;8. 

where 
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wher~ their power is founded on an hereditary a;1d int!c- c H A P. 

d h . d . d . ' f h . . d XJ, pen ant aut onty, an IS not enve(t rorn t c cpm1011 ~n t_-....,.--.J 

favour of the people, the French prince had reafon to nt6. 

dread a fuddcn reverfe of fortune. The Kint; w s affcm-
~ling a confiderable army, with a view of fighting one 
great b:J.ttle for his crown ; but paffing from Lynnc to 
Lincolnfhire, his road lay along the fea-iliore, which was 
overflowed at high water; and not chufing the proper 
time for his journey, he lo£1: in the inundation all his car-
riages, trcafure, baggage, and regalia. The affliction for 
this difafrer, and vexation from the diftr~B:cd frate of his 
affairs, cncreafed the fickn~fs under which he then la-
boured ; and !:hough he reached the cafl:le of N ewark, he · 
was obliged to halt there, and his difremper foon after 

Put an end to his Efc, in the forty-ninth year of his ao-c, tSD·h f'ltob. 
• 0 c:ath 

and eighteenth of his reign ; and freed the nation from 
the clangers, to which it was equally expofed, by his 
fuccefs or by his misfortunes. 

THE character of this prince is nothing but a compli- ::~:1d rimae· 
. f . ll d , . . ter of the catiOn o VICes, equa y mean an ouwus; rumous to king. 

himfelf, and de£huctive to his people. Cowardice, in
aCtivity, folly, levity, li.ccntioufnefs, inG"ratitude, trea-
chery, tyranny, and cruelty; all thefe quali ics app::ar too 
evidently in the feveral infrances of his lift:, to give us 
room to fufpetl: that the difagreeable picture has been 
anywife overcharged, by the prejudices of tl.e ancient 
hi.fiorians. It is hard to fay, \Vhcther h:s conduCt: to his 
father, his brother, his nephew, or his fubjeEI:s was moft 
culpable; or whether his crimps in thcfe refpccts wer~ 
not even exceeded by the bafenefs, which appeared in his. 
tranfacrions with the king of France, the pope, and the 
barons. His European dominions, when they de\'olved to 
him by the death of his brother, were more extcnfive than 
have ever, fince h1s time, been ruled by any Engliih mo-
narch: But he £rfr 1ofr by his mifco:1cut!: the Bourifhing 
provinces in Franc~, the ~ntient patrimony of h"s family: 

VvL. Il. H H~ 
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c H A P. He fubjetl:ed his kingdom to a fhameful vaffalage unJer 
XL H h . ~ h' \..--v-....1 the fee of Rome: e faw t e prerogattves 01 1s crown 

u16. dimini!hed by law, and frill more reduced by faCtion: 

And he died at lafr, when in danger of being totally 

expelled by a foreign power, and of either ending his 

life miferably in prifon, or (eeking fhelter as a fugitive 

from the purfuit of his enemies. 
THE prejudices againft this prince were fo violent,. 

that he was believed to have fent an embaify to the Mira
moulin or emperor of Morocco, and to have offered to 

change his religion and become Mahometan, in order to 

purchafe the protection of th~t n;wnarch. But though 

this ftory is told us, on plauiible al,lthority, by Ma.tthew 
Paris e, it is in itfelf utterly improbable; except, that 

there is nothing fo incredible but may be believed to pro

ceed from the folly and wickednefs of John. 
THE monks throw great reproaches on this prince for 

his impiety and even infidelity; and a,s an inftance of it, 
they tell us, that, having one day caught a very fat fiag, 

he exclaimed, How plump and 1!Jell fed is this animal! and 
yet I dare fwear, he never heard mafs f. This fall y of wit, 
upon the ufual corpulency of the priefts, more than all 

his enormous crimes and iniquit~es, made him ~afs with 

th~m for an atheifr. 
JOHN left two legitimate fons behind him, Henry, 

born on the firft of Oetober, 1207, and now nine years of 
age; and Richard, born on the fix~h of January, 1209; 

an cl three daughters, J ane afterwards married to Alex
ander king of Scots ; .Elea,nor married £irft to William 

Marefchal the younger, earl of Pembroke, and then to 

Simon Mountfort, earl of Leiceiter; and !fabella marrie4 
to the emperor Frederic IL All thefe children were 

born to him by lfab~ll~ ~f Angoulefme, his fec~nd wife1 

. M. Puis, p. J7C• 

His 
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His illegitimate children were numerous; but none of C H A P• 
11 xr. , them were any wife dininguiihed. ~ 

IT was this king, who, in the ninth year of his reign, u .6. 

fir!t gave liberty by charter to the city of London, con-
ferring on it the right of electing annually a mayor out 
of its own body, an office which was till now held for 
life. He gave the city alfo power to elect and remove its 
iherifFs at pleafure, and its common-council-men :;m
nually. London Bridge was finifhed in this reign: The 
former bridge was of wood. Maud the emprefs was the 
firft that built a ftone bridge in England. 
· So great was the fuperftition of the Englifn during 
this period, that, from the Conquefr to 1216, the fpace 
of 150 years, five hundred and fifty religious houfes were 
founded, which are .five-fevenths of the whole that exifred 
at their diffolution ~. 

r Anderfon •• Hifiory of Commerce, vol. i. I'• zoS, 
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A P P E N D I X II. 

The FEUDAL and ANGLO-NORMAN 

GovERNMENT and MANNERS. 

Origin of the feudal law--Its progrefs-Feudal 

government of England--Cf'he feudal parliament 

-The commons--Judicial power-Reve

nue of the crown--Commerce--':fhe Church 

-Civil Laws-Manners. 
~ 

T HE feudal law is the chief foundation, both of Appendix 

the political government and of the jurifprudence, ~ 
efi:abliihed by the Normans in England. Our fubjeCl: 
therefore requires, that we fuould form a juft idea of this 
law, in order to explain the ftate, as well of that king-
dom, as of all the other kingdoms of Europe, which, 
during thofe ages, were governed by fimilar inftitutions. 
And though I am fenfible, that I muft here repeat many 
obfervations and refleCtions, which have been communi-
cated by others g ; yet, as every book, agreeably to the 
obfervation of a great hifl:orian h, iliould be as complete 
as poffible within itfelf, and lhould never refer, for any 
thing material, to other books, it will be neceffary, in 
this place, to deliver a fuort pl<ln of that prodigious fa ... 
bric, which, for feveral centuri s, preferved fuch a mix-
ture of liberty and oppreffion, rder and anarchy, ftabi-

l L'Erprit de Loix. Dr. Robertfon'' hillory of Scotland, 

a Padre Paolo Hift, Cone, Trid. 

H3 lity 
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lity and revolution, as was never experienced in any other 

age or any other part of the world. 
AFTER the northern nations had fubdued the province~ 

of the Roman empire, they were obliged to eftabliih a 

fyftem of government, which might fecure their con

quefts, as well againfr the revolt of their numerous fub

jeets, who remained in the provinces, as from the inroads 
of other tribes, who might be tempted to ravilh from them 

their new acquifitions. The great change of circum

ftances made them here depart from thofe infritutions, 
which prevailed among them, while they remained in the 
forefrs of Germany; yet was it: frill natural for them to 
retain, in their prefent fettlement, as much of their an
cient cufroms as was compatible with their new fitua

tion. 
THE German governments, being more a confederacy 

of independant warriors, than a civil fubjetl:ion, derived 
their principal force from many inferior and voluntary af
fociations, which tndividuals formed under a particular 

head or chieftain, and which it became the highefr point_ 
of honour to maintain with inviolable fidelity. The glory 
of the chieftain confifred in the number, the bravery, and 
the zealous attachment of his retainers : The duty of the 
retainers required, th:lt they fhould accompany their 

/ .. chieftain in all wars and dangers, that they ihould fight 

and periih by his fide, and that they ihould efreem his re
nown or his favour ? fufficient recompcnce for all their 
fervices i. The prince himfelf was nothing but a great 
chieftain, who was chofen from among the refr, on a£

count of his fuperior valour or nobility; and who derived 
his power from the voluntary affociat.i:on or attachment of 
the other chieftains. 

W HZ N • tribe governed by thefe ideas, and actuated 
by thc{e prilaciples, fubdued a large territory, they found,. 

Tacit .. clt Mor, Germ. 
l , . 

that, 
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that, though it was neceffary to keep themfelves in ami
litary pofrure, they could neither remain united in a body, , 
nor take up their quarters in feveral garrifons, and that 

their manners and inftitutions debarred them from ufing 
thefe expedients ; the obvious ones, which, in a like fitu .. 

ation, would have been employed by a more civilized na
tion. Their ignorance in the art of finances, and per-

• haps the devaftations infeparable from fuch violent con
quefts; rendered it impraa:icable for them to levy taxes 
fufficient for the pay of numerous armies; and their 

repugnance to fubordination, with their attachment to 
rural pleafures, made the life of the camp or garrifon, if 
perpetuated during peaceful times, extremely odious and 
difgufrful to them. They feized, therefore, fuch a pro-. 
portion of the conquered lands as appeared neceffary ; 
they affigned a £hare for fupporting the dignity of their 

prince and government; they difrributed other parts, un
der the title of fiefs, to the chieftains ; thefe made a new 

partition among their tetainers; the exprefs condition of 
all thefe grants was, that they might be rcfumed at plea ... 

fure, and that the poffdfor, fo long as he enjoyed them, 
£hould fEll remain in readinefs to take the field for the 
defence of the nation. And though the conquerors im
mediately feparated, in order to enjoy their new acquifi
tions, their martial difpofition made them readily fulfil 
the terms of their engagement: They affembled on the 
firft alarm; their habitual attachment to the chieftain 

made them wiliingly fubmit to his command; and thus a 
1·egular military force, though concealed, was always ready, 
to defend, on any emergence, the intereft and honour of 
the community. 

WE are not to imagine, that all or even the great eft 
part of the conquered lands was i'cized by the northern 
conquerors ; or that the whole of the land thus feized was 
fubjetl:ed to thofe military fervices. This fuppofition is 

H + confuted 
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App~>l'dix confuted by the hifi:ory of all the nations on the continent. 
~~...i Even the i.dtql,, gi\·en us of the German manners by the 

Roman hi[~orian, may convince us, that that bold people 
'voulcl never have been content with fo precarious a fub. 
iiftencc, or h:1vc fought to procure efi:abliiliments, which 

J-roc:rets of 
the ·t..:odal 
hw. 

·were only to continue during the good pleafure of their 
fovereign. 1,hough the northern chieftains accepted of 

· lands, \V jch, being confidered as a kind of military pay, 
might be refumed at the will of the king or general; they 

· ~l!fo took poifeilion of eftates, which, being hereditary 
and independant, enabled them to maintain their native 
liberty, and fupport, without court-favour, the honour of 
their r:mk and family. · 

BuT there is a great difference, in the confequcnces, 
between the difi:ribution of a pecuniary fubfifrence, and 

· the affignmcnt of lands burdened with the condition of 

military ferv'ice. The delivery of the former, at the 
weekly, monthly, or annual terms of payment, frill re. 
calls the idea of a voluntary gratuity from the prince, and 

• reminds the foldier of the precarious tenure by which he 
holds his commiilion. But the attachment, naturally 
formed with a fixed portion of land, gradually begets the 
idea of fomething like property, and makes the poffe!for 

· forget his dependant fituation, and the condition which 
was at firfr annexed to the grant. It feemed equitable, 
that one who had cultivated and fowed a field, fhould 
reap the harvefl:: Hence fiefs, which were at firfr entirely 
precarious, were foon made annual. A man, who h2.d 
employed his money in building, planting, or other im· 
provcments, expected to reap the fruits of his labour or 
ex pence: Hence they were next granted during a term of 
y~ars. It would be thought hard to expel a man his pof· 
L5ons, who had always done his duty, . and performed 
the con~itions on which he originally received them: 
Hen e the chieftains, in a fubfequent period, thought 

3 themfe!ves-
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hcmfclvcs entitled to demand the enjoyment.of their feu- Appendix 

dal lands during life. It was found, that a man w Id ~ 
more willingly expofe himfelf in battle, if aHured, that 
his family fhould inherit his pofidlions, and fhould not be 
left by his death in want and poverty : Hence fiefs were 
made hereditary in families, and defcended, during one 
age, to the fon, then to the grandfon, next to the bro-
thers, and afterwards to more difl:ant relations k, The 
idea of property ftole in gradually upon th::tt of military 
pay ; and each century made fome fcnfible addition to thi: 

fiability of fiefs and tenures. 
IN all thefe fucceffive acquifitions, the chieftain was 

fupported by his vaffals; who, having originally a frrong 
conncxion with him, augmented by the conftant inter
courfe of good offices, and by the friendfnip ariiing from 
vicinity and dependance, were inclined to follow their 
leader againft all his enemies, and voluntarily, in his pri

vate quarrels, paid him the fame obedience, to which by 
their tenure they were bound in foreign wars. While he 

daily aavanced new pretenfions to fecure the poffeffion of 
his fuperior fief, they expetl:cd to find the fame advantage, 
in acquiring ftability to their fubordinate ones; and they 

. zealoufiy oppofed the intrufion of a new lord, who would 
be inclined, as he was fully intitled, to befl:ow the pof

feffion of their lands on his own favourites and retainers. 

Thus the authority of the fovereign gradually decayed; 

and each noble, fortified in his ovrn territory by the at
tachment of his vaffals, became too powerful to be ex
pelled by an order from the throne ; and he fecured by 
law what he had at fir;.1 acquired by ufurpation. . 

DuRING this precarious frate of the fupreme power, a 
difference would immediately be experienced betvveen 

thofe portions of territory which were fubjeB:ed to the 
feudal tenures, and thofe which were poffeffed by an allo-

k Lib, Feud, lib, I, tit. 1. 

dial 
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Appendix dial or free title. Though the latter poffe:ffions had at 
~ firft been efreemed much preferable, they were foon found, 

by the progrc:ffive changes introduced into public and pri
"t'ate law, to be of an inferior condition to the former. 
The poffeffors of a feudal territory, united by a regu
lar fubordination under one chief, and by the mutual 
attachments of the vafrals, had the fame advantages over 
the proprietors of the other, that a difciplined army enjoys 
over a difperfed mult:tude; and were enabled to commit 
with impt nity all injuries on their defencelefs neigM>ours. 
Every one, ~herefore, haftened to feek that protetl:ion 
which he found fo neceffary ; and each allodial proprie
tor, refigning his poffe:ffions into the hands of the king, 
or of fome nobleman refpetl:ed for power or valour, r~
ceived them back with the condition o£ feudal fervices 1, 

which, though a burden iOmewhat grievous,. brought him 
ample compenfation, by connecting him with the neigh
bouring proprietors, and placing him under the guardian
:lhip of a potent chieftain. The decay of the political 
government thus neceirarily occafioned the extenfion of 
the feudal : The kingdoms of Europe were univerfally 
divided into baronies, and thefe into inferior fiefs:. And· 
the attachment of vaffals to their chief, which- was· at 
firfi: an e!fential part of the German manners, was fiiU 
fupported by the fame caufes from which it at firfl: arofe; 
the neceffity of mutual protection, and the continued in
tercourfe, between the head and the members, of benefits 
and fcrvices •. 

BuT there was another circumibnce, which corrobo
rated thefe feudal dependancies, and tended to connect 
the vaffals with their fuperior lord by an indiffolublc bond 
of union. The northern conquerors, as well as the more 
early Greeks and Romans, embraced a policy, which is 
unavoidable to all nations that have made flendcr advances 

1 Marculf, Form. 47• a~ud Lindenbr, p. 12.3S.. 

in 



APPENDIX I I. 

in refinement: They every where united the civil jurif- App e ndi:~: 

diction with the military power. Law, in its commence-~ 
ment, was not an intricate fcience, an<l was more go ... 

verned by maxims of equity, which feem obvious to com-

mon fenfe, than by numerous and fubtile principles, a.p• 

plied to a variety of cafes by profound reafonings from 

analogy. An officer, though he had paffed his life in 

the field, was able to determine all legal controverfies 

which co11ld occur within the difl:ritl con mitted to his 

charge ; and his decifions were the mofr likely to meet 

with a prompt and ready obedience, from men who re-
fpetled his perfon, and were accufl:omed to aa under his 

command. The profit, arifing from punifhments, which 

were then chiefly pecuniary, was another reafon for his 

defiring to retain the judicial power; and when his fief 

became he:reditary, this authority, which was effential to 

,it, was alfo tranfmrtted to his poil:erity. The counts and 

other magifirates, whofe power was merely official, were 
tempted, in imitation of the feudal lords, whom they re-

fembled in fo many particulars, to render their dignity 
perpetual aud hereditary; and in the decline of the regal 
power, they found no difficulty in making good their pre

tenfions. After this manner the vafi: fabric of feudal fu b
ordination became quite folid and comprehenfive; it 

f6rmed every where an dfential part of the political con

ftitution ; and the Norman and other barons, who fol-

lowed the fortunes of William, were fo accuf!:omcd to it, 

that they could fcarcely form an idea of any other fpecics 

of civil government m. 

THE Saxons, who conquered England, as th y exter

minated the ancient inhabitants, and were f~c urcd by the 

fca againft new invaders, found it lcfs rcq uifite to a<.tin-

m The ieeas of the feudal government were fo roote ,l , th«t l!vcn lawyers, 

in thofe ages, could not fo tm a notion of any o her C('"1 litution. f~tgl.um , 
( lays BraCl:oo, lib. a. cap. 34·) fjUOd s.x eqrniul'fibus f.:l ! .:l:.: di.i::~r ·-.[e ,,-1-
flitutum. 

2 
t.tin 



oS 1-I l S ,.r 0 R Y b F E N G L A N D. 

, Appendix t~in thcmfelv s in a military pofl:ure : The quantity of 
~land, which they annexed to offices, feems to have been 

of fmall value; and for th2.t reafon continued the longer 
in its original fituation, and was always poffeffed during 
piea[ure by thofc who were intrdl:ccl with the command. 
Thcfe conditions were too precarious to fatisfy the Nor
man chieftains, who enjoyed more independant poffef
fi.ons 3-nd jurifdiB:ions in their O\Vn country; and William 
:\.vas obliged, in the new difi:ribution of land, to copy the 
tenures, which v.rere nmv become univerfal on the conti
.nent. England of a fudden became a feudal kingdom n; 

and received all the advantages, and was expofed to all 

the inc'?nveniencies, incident to that fpecies of civil 

polity. 
The f, udal AccoRDING to the principles of the feudal law, the 
gnvernme nt 
ef Eng!ar;d, king was the fupreme lord of the landed property: All 

pofieffors, who enjoyed the fruits or revenue of any part 
of it, held thofc privi1eges, either mediately or immedi
·ately, of him ; and their property ·was conceived to be, in 
fome degree, conditional 0

• The lanJ was frill appre
henaed to be a fpecics of bene_fice, 1hich was the original 

·conception of a feudal property ; and the vaffal owed, in 
return for it, {L.t~d fervices to his baron, as the baron 
himfclf did for his land to the crown. The vaffal was 
obliged to defend his baron in war; and tlie baron, at 

"the head of his vaffals, was bound to fight in defence of 
the king and kingdom. But bcfides thcfe military fer
vices, which \?ere cafual, there were others impofcd of a 
civil nature, which were more conftant and perpetual. 

THE no:thern nations had no idea, that any man, 
trained up to honour, or enured to arms, was ever to be 
governed, without his own confent, by the abfolute will 
of another ; or that the adminifrration of j ufiice was cvoc 

11 Coke Cumm. on L!t, P• 1, z, ad feet, r, • Somner of Gavelk, 
p. 10.9. Sn!ilh de Rep. lib. 3· 'ap. 10. 

tt 
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to be exercifed by the private opinictn of any one m;tgi- Appendix 

firate, without the concurrence of fame other perfons, ~ 

whofe interefr might induce them to ~heck his arbitrary 

and iniquitous decifions. The king, therefore, when he 

found it neceffary to demand any fervice of his barons or .. 

chief tenants, beyond what was due by their tenures, 

was obliged to affemble them, in order to procure their 

confent: And when it was neceffc:ry to determine any con

troverfy, which might arife among the barons themfelvcs, 

the quefrion mufr be difcuffed in th-::ir prefence, and be 

decided according to their opinion or advice. In thefe 

two circumfrances of confent and advice, confifred chiefly . 

the civil fervices of the ancient barons ; and thefe implied 

all the confiderable incidents of governments. In one 

view, the barons regarded this attendance as their prin

cipal privilege ; in another, as a grievous burden. That 

no momentous affairs could be tranfa8:ed without their 

confent and advice, was in general efreemed the great fecu-

rity of their poffeffions and dignities : But as they reaped 

no immediate profit from their attendance at court, and 

were expofed to great inconvenience and charge by an ab

fence from their own efrates, every one was glad to ex

empt himfelf from each particular exertion of this power ; 

and was pleafed both that the call for that duty iliould 

feldom return upon him, and that others lliould undergo 

the burden in his fi:ead. The king, on the other hand, 

was ufually anxious, for feveral reafons, that the affembly 

of the barons iliould be full at every frated or cafual time 

of meeting : This attendance was the chief badge of their 

fubordination to his crown, and drew them from that in

dependance which they were apt to affeB: in their own · 

caftles and manors ; and where the meeting was thin or 

ill attended, its determinations had lefs authority, and 

commanded not fo ready an obedience from the whole 

eommunity. 
THE 
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THE cafe was th ~ fame with the barons in their courts 
as with the king in the fuprcme council of the nati\)n. It 
was requifite to affemble the vaffals, in order to determine 
by their vote any q ueftion which regarded the barony ; and 
they fat along with the chieftain in all trials, whether 
civil or criminal, which occurred within the limits of their 
jurifditl:ion. They were bound to pay fuit and fervice at 
the court of their baron; and as their tenure was military, 
and confequently honourable, they were admitted into his 
fociety, and partook of his friend·" ip. Thus, a king
dom was confidered only as a grea.t barony, and a barony 
as a fmall kingdom. The barons were peers to each other 
in the national council, and, in fome degree, companions 
to the king : The vaffals were peers to each other in the 
court of barony, and companions to their baron P. 

BuT though this refemblance fo far took place, the 
yafTals, by the natural courfe of things, univerfally, in 
the feudal conftitutions, fell into a greater fubordination 
under the baron, than the baron himfelf under his fove~ 
reign ; and thefe governments had a neceffary and infal
lible tendency to augment the power of the nobles. The 
great chieftain, refiding 1n his country-feat or cafHe, 
which he was commonly allowed to fortify, loft, in a 
great meafure, his connexion or acquaintance with the 
prince ; anJ added every day new force to his authority 
over the vaffi,ls of the barony. They received from him 
eJucation in all military exercifes: His hofpitality invited 
them to live and enjoy fociety in his hall: Their leifure, 
which was great, made them perpetual retainers on his 
perfon, and partakers of his country fports and amufe
m~nts : They had no means of gratifying their ambition 
but by making a figure in his train : His favour and coun
tenance was their greateft honour: His difpleafure expofed 
them to contempt and ignominy: And they felt every 

P Du Cange Glotr. in verb. P.zr, Cujac, Commun, in L~b. Feud. lib. It 
tit. V• 18. Spelm. Gloif. in Tetb, 

moment 
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moment the nece:ffity of his protection, both in the con- Appendix: 

troverfies which occurred with other vaffals, and what was II. 
~ 

more material, in the daily inroads a~d injuries which 
were committed by the neighbouring barons. During the 
time of general war, the fovereign, who marched at the 
head of his armies, and was the great protector of the 
frate, ::tcquired always fome acce:ffion to his authority, 
whi(:h he lofi during the intervals of peace and tra quil-
lity : But the loofe police, incident to the feudal conil:i-
tutions, maintained a perpetual, though fecret hofiility, 
between the feveral members of the ftate ; and the vaffals 
found no means of fecuring themfelves againft the injuries, 
to which they were continually expofed, but by clofely 
4ldhcring to their chief, and falling into a fubmiffive depend-. 

ance upon him. 
IF the feudal government was fo little favourable to the 

true liberty even of the military vaffal, it was frill more 
c:leftructive of the independance and fecurity of the other 
members of the ftate, or what in a proper fenfe we call 
the people. A great part of them were ferfs, and lived 
in a ftate of abfolute fhvery or villainage: 'fhe other in .. 
habitants of the country paid their rent in fervices, which 
were in a great meaf ure arbitrary ; and they could ex peel: "' 
no redrefs of injuries, in a court of barony, from men, 
who thought they had a right to opprefs and tyrannize 
over them : The towns were fituated either within the 
demefnes of the king, or the lands of the great barons, 
and were almoft entirely fubjected to the abfolute will of 
their mafter. The languiihing ftate of commerce kept the 
inhabitants poor and contemptible; and the political in
fiitu ions were calculated to render that poverty perpetual. 
The barons and gentry, living in ruftic plenty and hof
pitality, gave no encouragement to the arts, and had no 
demand for any of the more elaborate manufactures: 
Every profeffion was held in contempt but that of arms: 
A11d if any merchant or manufact~re .. rofc by induftry 

and 
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.A pp~ndix and frugality to a degree of opulence, he found himfdf 
~but the more expofed to injuries, from the envy and avi~ 

dity of the 1:1iEtary noblcs. 
THESE concurring caufes gave the feudal governments 

fo ftrong a bias towards arifrocracy, that the royal autho

rity was extremely eclipfed in all the European frates; 

and, infrcad of dreading the growth of monarchical power, 

we might rather expeCt, that the community would every 

where crumble into fo many indq:rendant baronies, and 
lofc' the political union, by which they were cemented. 

In eleClive mon::..rchies, the event was commonly anfwer

able to this ~xpeB:ation ; ami the barons, gaining ground 

en every vacancy of the throne, raifcd themfelves almoil: 
to a frate of fovcreignty;, and f:Krificed to their power both 
the rights of the crcwn and the liberties of the people. 
But hereditary monarchies had a principle of authority, 

which was not fo eafily fubverted; and there were feveral 
caufes, ~hich frill maintained a degree of influence in the 
hands of the fovereign. 

THE greateft baron could never lofe view entirely of 
thofe principles of the feudal conftitution, which bound 

him, as a vaffal, to fubmi.ffion and fealty towards his 

prince ; bccaufc he was every moment obliged to have 

recourfe to thofe principles, in ex2B:ing fealty and fub ... 

million from his own va:ffals. The lefier barons, finding 

that the annihilation of royal authority left them expofed 

without prot 8:ion to the infults and injuries of more po

tent neighbours, naturally adhered to the ·crown, and 

promoted the execution of general and equal laws. The 
people had ftill a fhcngcr interefr to defire the grandeur of 
the !o ereign ; and the kino-, beinn- th" leo-al mao-iftrate. b b .... b 0 , 

who furrcred by every internal convulfivn or opprcffion, 

and who reg<:.rded the great nobles as his immediate rivals, 

affumed the fa! utary office of general guardian or proteCtor 

of the commons. Bcfides the prerogatives \Vith which 

th 
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the law invefl:ed him; his large demefnes and numerous Arpendix 
. d d h. . r. II. retamers ren ere 1m, m one tenfe, the greatefr baron '---r--J 

in his kingdom ; and where he was pcffeffed of pcrfonal 
vigour and ability (for his fituation required thefe advan-
tages) he was commonly able to preferve }.is authority, 
~nd maintain his fl:ation as head of the community, and 
the chief fountain of law and jufl:ice. 

THE firfl: kings of the Norman race were favoured by 
another circumfrance, which preferved them from the en
croachments of their barons. They were generals of a 
conquering army, which was obliged to continue in a 
military pofi:ure, and to maintain great fubordination un
der their leader, in order to fecure themfelves from the 
revolt of the numerous natives, whom they had berea\·ed 
of all their properties and privileges. But though this 
circumfl:ance fupported the authority of William and his 
immediate fucceifors, and rendered them extremely abfo
lute, it was lofl: as foon as the Norman barons began to 
incorporate with the nation, to acquire a fecurity in their 
poffeffions, and to fix their influence over their vaffils, 
tenants, and flaves. And the immenfe fortunes, whi _h 
the Conqueror had befrowed on his chief captains, fenred 
to fupport their independancy, and make them formidable 
to the fovereign. 

HE gave, for infi-ance, to Hugh de Abrincis, his fifrer's 
fon, the whole county of Chefter, which he erected into , 
a palatinate, and rendered by his grant almofr independant 
of the crown q. Robert, earl of 11ortaigne had 97 3 ma
nors and lord!hips: Allan, earl ofBritanny and Richmond, 
442: Odo, bifhop of Baieux, 439 r: Geoffrey, bifhop 
of Coutance, 280 s : W alter Giffard, earl of Bucking
ham, 107: William, earl "\Varrenne, 298, befidcs 28 
towns or hamlets in Y orkihire : Todenei, 8 I : Roger 

q Cambd. in Chelb, Spel, Clolr. in verb. Comes Palarinut, 
r Brady's Hifr, p. 19S, 100. .f Onlcr. Vital, 

, VoL. II. I Eigcd, 
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Appendix Bigod, I 2 3 : Robert, earl of Eu, I I 9 : Roger Morti• 

~mer, I 32, befides feveral hamlets: Robert de Stafford, 

130: Waiter de Eurus, earl of Sali!bury, 46: Geoffrey 

de Jvfandeville, I I 8 : Richard de Clare, I 7 I : Hugh de 
Beauchamp, 4 7 : Bald win de Ridvers, I 64 : Henry de 

Ferrers, 222: William de Percy, I 19 t: Norman d' Arcy, 
33 ·1• Sir Henry Spelman computes, that, in the large 
county of Norfolk, there were not, in the Conqueror's 
time, above fixty-fix proprietors of land w. Men, pof

feffed of fuch princely revenues and jurifditl:ions, could 
not long be retained in the rank of fubjetl:s. The great 
earl Warrenne, in a fubfequent reign, when he was quef
tioned concerning his right to the lands which he poffcff
ed, drew his fword, which he produced as his title; add

ing that William the Bafl:ard did not conquer the kingdom 
himfelf; but that the barons, and his ancefl:or among the 
refl:, were joint adventurers in the enterprize x. 

The. feudal THE fupreme legiflative power of England was lodg-
farhament. d . h l · d "] h f 

Cl m t e cmg an great counc1 , or w at was a ter-
wards called the parliament. It is not doubted but the 
archbiiliops, biiliops, and mofl: confiderable abbots were . 
confiitucnt members of this council. They fat by a 
double title: By prefcription, as having always poffeffed 
that privilege, through the whole Saxon period, from the 
firfr efiabli!hmcnt of Chrifiianity ; and by their right of 
ba;onage, as holding of the king in capite by military fer
vice. Thefe two titles of the prelates were never accu
rately diilinguifhed. Vlhcn the ufurpations of the ~hurch 
had rifcn to fuch a height, as to make the biihops afteCl: 
a feparate dominion, and regard their feat in parliament 

t Dugdale's lla ronage, from Domefday book, vol. i. p. 6o, 74• iii. 
lll., 132,136, 138, 156, 174, 2oo, 1.07, 223, 254 257, z6g. 

u lb;d, p. 369. lt is remaikable that this family of d'Arcy, feems to be 

the only male defcendants of any of the Conqueror's barons now rem~ining 

"mong the peers. Lord Holderneffe is the heir of that family. 

w Spel. Gloif. in verb. Domefday. x Dug, Bar, \!DI. i, p. 79• 
luid, Origines Joridici~les, p. 13. 

. 6 as 
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as a degradation of their epifcopal dignity; the kmg in
lifted, that they were barons, and, on that account, oblig
ed, by the general principles of the feudal law, to attend 
on him in his great councils Y. Yet there frill remained 
feme praCl:ices, which fuppofed their title to be derived 
merely from ancient poffe.ilion : • When a bifhop was 
eleCl:ed, he fat in parliament before the king had made 
him refritution of his temporalities; and during the '\'a

cancy of a fee, the guardian of the fpiritualities was fum
moned to attend along with the bifhops. 

THE barons were another confiituent part of the great 
council of the nation. 'I'hcfc held immediately of the 
crown by a military tenure: They were the mofr honour
able members of the fiate, and had a right to be confulted 
in all public deliberations: They were the immediate 
vaffitls of the crown, and owed as a fer·vice their attendance 
in the court of their fupreme lord. A refolution, taken 
without their confent, was likeLy to be but ill executed : 
And no determination of any caufe or controverfy among, 
them had any validity, where the vote and advice of the 
body did not concur. The dignity of earl or count \Vas 
official and territorial, as well as hereditary; and as al1 
the earls were alfo barons, they were confidered as mili
tary vaffals of the crown, were admitted in that capacity 
.into the general council, and formed the mofr hoHour
able and powerful branch of it. 

BuT there was another dafs of the immediate military 
tenants of the crown, no lcis or probably more num~rous 
than the barons, the ten?.nts in capite by l·nights fcn'ice ; 
and thefe, however inferior in power or property, held by 
a tenure, which was equally honourable with that of th: 
others. A barony was commonly compoied of fcvcral 
knights fees : And though the number fcems not to have 
been cxaetly defined, fcldom confi{l-cd of leis than fi1 ty 

Y Spel, Glolf. in verb. Baro. 

I 2 hydes ' 
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hydes of land z: But where a man held of the king only 

one or two knights fees, he was frill an immediate vaffai 

of the king, and as fuch had a title to have a feat in th~ 
general councils. But as this attendance was ufually 

eftccmed a burthen,, and one too great for a man of flender 

fortune to bear confrantly ; it is pr"Obable, that, though 

he had. a title, if he pleafcd, to be admi.'tted, he was not 

obliged, by any penalty, like the b:uons, to pay a regular 

attendance. All the immediate military tenants of the 

crown amounted .not fijlly to 700, when Domefday-book 

was framed; and as the members were well pleafcd, on 

any pretext, to excufe themfelves from attendance, the 

affembly was Bever likely to become too numerous for the 

difpatch of public bufincfs. 
So far the nature of a gen~ral council Gr ancient parli .. 

ament is determined without. any doubt or controverfy. 

The only quefi:ion fcems to be with regard to the com

mons, or the reprefentativcs of counties and boroughs; 

whether they were alfo; in more early times, confiituent 
parts of parliament? This quefl:ion was once difputcJ in 

England with great· acrimony: But fuch is the force of 

time and evidence, that they can fometimes prevail even 

Dver faction; and the quefiion feems, by general confent, 

and even by their ovm, to be at lafr del:crmincd agaizd 

the ruling party. It is agreed, that the commom were 

no part of the great council, till fome age3 after the con• 

quefr; and that the military tenants alone of the crow~ 

compofcd that fupremc and lcgiflativc affembly. 

THE vaffals of a baron were by their tenure imme~ 

di~tely dependant on him, owed attendance at his court; 

and paid all their duty to the king, through that depend:. 

z Four hydes made one knight's fee: The relief of a barony was twelve 

times greater than that of a knight's fee; whence we rr.ay conjeelure its 

ufual value. Spelm, GloB.: in verb. Fcodum. There were 243,6:::0 hydes in 

;England, and 6o,:u 5 knights fees; whence it is evHient that there w~re a 
linle more than fouc hydes in each knight'i fee. 

ance 
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r.nce which their lord W<!S obliged by bis tenure to acknow
ledge to his fovereign and fuperior. Their land, com
prehended in the barony, was reprefented in parliament 

by the baron himfelf, who was fuppofed, according to 

the fiCl:ions of the .feudal law, to poffefs the direct pro

perty of it ; and it would have been deemed incongruous 

to give it any other reprefentation. They fi:ood in the 

fame capacity to him, that he and the other barons did to 
the king : The former were peers of the barony ; the 
latter were peers of the realm : The va!fals po!feffed a 
fub01:Ginate rank within their difiritl:; the baron enjoyed 
a fupl·cme ..dignity in the great aflcmbly: They were in 

fome degree his companions at home ; he the king's com

panion in the court : And no.thing can be more evidently 
repugnant to ail feudal ideas, and to that gradual fubor

dination, which was eflential to thofe ancient ·inftitu

tions, than to imagine that the king would apply either 

for the advice or confent of men, who were of a rank fo 
much inferior, and whofc duty was immediately paid to 
the mifne lord, that was interpofed between them and the 
throne~. 

IF it t[)e unreafonable to think, that the vaffals of a 

barony, though their tenure was military and noble and 

honourable, were ever fummoned to giv\! their opinion in 
national councils; much lefs can it be fuppofed, that the 

tradefmen or inhabitants of boroughs, whofe condition 

was frill fo much inferior, would be admitted to that 

privilege. It appears from Domcfday, that the boroughs 

were, at the time of the conqueft, fcarcely more .than 

country villages; and that the inhabitants lived in entire 

d-ependance on the king or great lords, and were of a fia
tion little better than fcrvile b. They were not then fo 

:a Spelm. Glo:T. in verb, Baro, 
1> Liber homo anciently !ihnified a gentleman: For fczrce any one befiJe 

-...oo~s t>ntirdy free. Spdm. Gloff. in ver:;o. 

much 
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Appendix much as incorporated; they formed no community; were 
~not regarded as a body politic; and being really nothing 

but a number of low dependant tradefmen, living, with
out any particular civil tie, in neighbourhood together~ 

were incapable of being reprefcnted in the ftates of the 
~ingdom. Even in France, a country which made more 
early advances in arts and civility than England, the firH: 
corporation is fixty years pofi:erior to the conquefl: under 
the duke of Normandy; and the erecting of thefe com
munities was an invention of Lewis the Grofs, in order 
to free the people from flavery under the lords, and to 

give tht:m proteB:ion, by means of certain privileges and 
a feparate jurifdicrion c. An ancient French 2.uthor calls 
them a new and wicked device, to procure liberty to 

flaves, and encourage them in ihaking off the dominion 
of th~!r mafrers d. The famous charter, as it is called, 
of the Conqueror to the city of London, though granted 
at a time when he affumed the appearance of gcntlenefs 
and lenity, is nothing but a letter of protecrion, and a 
declai·ation tl)at the citizens fhould not be treated as 
flaves c. By the Engliih feudal law, the fuperior lord 
was prohibited from marrying his female ward to a bur
gefs or a villain r; fo near were thcfe ~wo ranks efi:eemed 
to each other, and fo much inferior to the nobility and 
gentry. Befides poffe.fling the advantages of birth, riches, 
civil powers and privileges, the nobles and gentlemen 
2.lone \Vere armed; a circmnibnce, which gave them a 
mighty fuperiority, in an age when nothing but the mili
tary profel1ion was honourable, and when the loofe exe
cution of laws gave fo much encouragement to open 
violence, and rendered it fo ~ecifive in all difputes and 
controver!ies c-, 

c Du Cange's C!off. in verb. communf, catt:Jl,unitas. d Guibertus, 
~l~ :'ita fua, lib. 3· cap. 7• c Stat. of Merton, 1235. cap 6. 

l r-~()line!lJPd, vol, .ii, ,P• !S· ·~ M~: 'ox's BiUOilr A~t:l. P• 19· 

THE 
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THE great fimilarity among all the feudal governments Apoendix 

of Europe is weli known to every man, that ~as any ~ 
acquaintance with ancient hifrory ; and the antiquaries 
of all foreign countries, where the quefrion was never 
embarraffed by party difputes, have allowed, that the 
commons came very late to be admitted to a ihare iq. the le-
giflative power. In Normandy particularly, whofe confri-
tution was mofi: likely to be William's model in raifing 
his new fabric of Engliih government, the frates were 
entirely compofed of the clergy and nobility; and the 
:firfr incorporated boroughs or comm~nities of that dutchy 
were Roi.ien and Falaife, which enjoyed their privileges 

.by a grant of Philip Augufl:us in the year 1207 h. All 
the ancient Englifh hifi:orians, when they mention_ the 
great council of the nation, call it an affembly of the 
baronage, nobility, or great men; and none of their ex
pre.ffions, though feveral hundred paffages might be pro
duced, can, without the utmofr violence, be tortured to 
-a meaning, which will admit the come.1ons to be conll:i
tuent members of that body i. If in the long period of 
200 years, which elapfed between the Conquefr and the 
later end of Henry Ill. and "'fhich abounded in factions, 
revolutions, and convulfions of all kinds, the houfe of 
commons never performed one fingle lcgifbtive aB:, fo 

confiderable as to be once mentioned by any of the nu
merous hifrorians of that age,' they mufr have been totally 

h Norman. Du Chefnii, p. xo66. Du Cange Gloif. in verb. commune. 

i Sometimes the hiftorians mention the people, popu!us, as a part of the 

pa1liament: But they always mean the laity, in oppofition to the clergy. 

Sometimes, the word, communitas, is found; but it always means communitas 

baronag;i. Thefe points are clearly proved by Dr. Brady. There is alfo 

mention fometimes made of a crowd or multitude that thronged into the 

great council on particular intcrefting occafions ; but as ceputics from boroughs 
are never once fpoke of, the proof, that they had not tht:n any exillence, he

comes the more certain and undeninble. T hefe never could make a crowd, as 
they mull: have had a regular place afiigned them, if they had made a regular 

part of the legiflative ' body. There were only I 30 boroughs who received 

writs of furnmons frcm Edward L 
infignifi-
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.Apptndix infignific::mt : And in that cafe, what reafon can be af .... 

~ figned for their ever being affembled ? Can it be fuppofed, 
that men of fo little weight or importance poffeffed a 
negative voice againft the king and the barons? Every 
page of the fubfequent hiftories difcovers their exifrence; 
though thefe hiftories are not writ with greater accu
racy than the preceding ones, and indeed fcarcely equal 
them in that particular. The Magna Charta of king 
John provides, that no fcutage or aid iliould be impofcd, 
either on the land or towns, but by the confent of the 
great council; and for more fecurity, it enumerates the 
perfons entitled to a feat in that council, the prelates and 
immediate tenants of the crown, without any mention of 
the commons : An authority fo full, certain, and expli
cite, th~t nothing but the zeal of party could ever have 
procured credit to any contrary hypothefis. 

IT was probably the example of the French barons, 
which firfl: emboldened the Englifh to require greater in

depend~nce from their fovereign: It is alfo probable, that 

the boroughs and corporations of England were eftabli!h

ed in imitation of thofe of France. It may, therefore, 
be propofcd as no unlikely conjecture, that bath the pri
vileges of the peers in England and the liberty of the 
commons were originally the growth of that foreign 
country. 

IN ancient times, men were little foiicitous to obtain 
a place in the legiflative affemblies ; and rather regarded 
their attendance as a burden, which was not compenfated 

by any return of profit or honour, proportioned to the. 
trouble and expencc. The only reafon for infiituting 
thofe public councils, was; on the part of the fubjecr, 
that they dciired fome fecurity from the attempts of ar
bitrary power; and on the part of the fovcrcign, that 
he dcfpaircd of governing men of fuch independant fpirits 
without their ovim confent and concurrence. But the 

commons, 
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commons, or the inhabitants of boroughs, had not as yet Appendix: 

reached fuch a degree of confideration, as to defire fecurity ~ 
againft their prince, or to imagine, that, even, if they 
were affembled in a reprefentative body, they had power 
or rank fufficient to enforce it. The only protection, 
which they afpired to, was againfr the immediate violence 
nnd injufl:ice of their fellow-citizens; and this advantage 
each of them looked for, from the courts of juftice, or 
from the authority of fome great lord, to whom, by law 
or his own choice, he was attached. On the other hand, 
the fovereign was fufficiently affured of obedience in the 
whole community, if he procured the concurrence of the 
nobles; nor had he reafon to apprehend, that any order 
of the ftate could refifl: his and their united authority. 
The military fub-va!Etls could entertain no idea of oppof-
ing both their prince and theirfuperiors: The burgefiesand 
tradefmen could much lefs afpire to fuch a thought : And 
thus, even if hifi:ory were filent on that head, we have 

reafon to conclude, from the known fituation of fociety 
during thofe ages, that the commons were never admit ... 
ted as members of the legillative body. 

THE executive power of the Anglo-Norman govern
ment was lodged in the king. Befides the ftated meetings 
of the national council at the three great feftivals of 
Chriftmas, Eafi:er, and Whitfuntide 1, he was accuftom
ed, on any fudden exigence, to fummon them together. 
He could at his pleafure co:nmand the attendance of his 
barons and their vaffal<>, in which confifted the military 
force of the kingdom; and coulc.l employ them, during 
forty days, either in refilling a foreign enemy, or re
ducing his rebellious fubjecb. And v;hat was of great 
importance, the whole judicial power was ultimately in 
his hands, and was exercifcd by officers and minifi:crs of 

his appointment. 

l Dusd. Orig.Jurid, p. r5. Spelm. Glo!T.in vcrboparliamenlu!J!. 

THE 
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Appendix THE general plan of the Anglo-N orman government 
~ was, that the court of barony was appointed to decide 

Judicial fuch controverfies as arofe between the fevcral va!f.:1ls or 
power. 

fubjeCl:s of the fame barony; the hundred-court and 
county-court, which were ftill continued as during the 

' Saxon times m, to judge between the fubjeCl:s of different 
baronies n; and the curia Regis or king's court, to give 
fentcnce among the barons themfelves o. But this plan, 
though fimplc, was attended with fomc circumftances, 
which, ocing derived from a very extenfi\·c authority, 
affumed by the Conqueror, contributed to encreafe the 
royal prerogative ; and as long as the ftate was not 
difturbed by arms, reduced every order of the commu
nity to fome degree of dependance and fubordination. 

THE king himfelf often fat in his court, which always 
attended his perfon P : He there heard caufes and pro
nounced judgment <z; and though he was affificd by the 
advice of the other members, it is not to be imagined 
that a decifion could eafily be obtained contr~ry to his 
inclination or opinion. In his abfencc the chief jufiiciary 
prefided, who was the firft magifrrate in the frate, and 
a kind of ·iceroy, on whom depended all the civil affairs 

m Ang. Sacra, vol. i. p. 334, &c. Dugd. Orig. Jurid, p. 27, zg. Madox 
Hilt. of Exch. p. 75, 76, Spelm. Gloff. in verbo hundred, 

n None of the feudal governments in Europe had fuch infl:itutions as the 

county-courts, which the great authority of the Conqueror !till retained from the 

Saxon cufloms, All the freeholders of the county, even the greatell: barons, were 
obliged to attend the lherifis in thefe courts, and to affift them in the admini· 

ftration of juftice. By this means, they received frequent and fenfible admo· 

nitions of their dependance on the king or fupreme magiftrate : They for~ed 
a kind of community with their fellow barons and freeholders : They were 

often drawn from their individual and independant ftate, peculiar to the feudal 

fyfiem; and were made members of a political body : And perhaps, this infii· 

tution of county-courts in England has had greater eHelts on the government, 

than has yet been diftinltly pointed out by hi llorians or traced by antiquaries. 

The barons were never able to free themfelves from this attendance on the 
Jherifrs and itinerant jufl:ices till the reign of Henry Ill. 

0 Brady Pref, p. 143· P Madox Hift. of Exch, P• 103. q Br.1eion, 
, lil>, 3• cap, 9• § 1, cap, to, § '• 

of 
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of the kingdom r. The other cl ief officers of the crown, Appen'dix 

the confiable, marefchal, fenefchal, chamberlain, trea- II. 
~ 

furer, and chancellor ', were members, together with 
fuch feudal barons as thought proper to attend, and the 
barons of the exchequer, who at fir£1: were alfo feudal 
barons, appointed by the king t. This court., which 
was fometimes called the King's court, fomctimes the 
court of Exchequer, judged in all cmfes, civil and crimi
nal, and comprehended the 'vhole bufincfs, which is 
now £bared out among four courts, the Chancery, the 
King's Bench, the Common Pleas, and the Exchequcru. 

SucH an accumulation of powers was itfelf a great 
fource of authority, and rendered the jurifdiction of the 
court formidable to all the fubjetl:s; but the turn, which 
judicial trials took foon after the Conqueft, fcrved frill 
more to enc'reafe its authority, and to augment the royal 
prerogatives. \Villiam, among the other violent changes, 
which he attempted and effetl:ed, had introduced the 
~orman law into England w, had ordered all the plead
ings to be in that tongue, and had interwoven, with the 
Engli£h jurifprudence, all the maxims and principles, 
which the Normans, more advanced in cultivation, and 
naturally litigious, were accuftomed to obferve in the 
tiiftribution of juftic.e. Law now became a fcience, 
which at firft fell entirely into the hands of the Nor
mans; and which, even after it was communicated to 
~he Englifu, required fo much frudy and application, 
that the laity, in thofe ignorant ages, were incapable of 
attaining it, and it was a myftery almoft folely confined 
to the clergy, and chiefly to the monks x. The great 

r Spelm. Gloif. in verbo jufliciaries. s Madox Hift. Exch . p. 27, 

2.9, 33• 38, 41, 54• The Normans introduced the praaice of fealing 

7 charters ; and the chancellor's office was to keep the Great Seal. Ingu!pb. 

pugd. p. 13• 34• t Madox Hilt. of th!: Exch. p. 134, 135• Gerv. 

Dorob. p. 13~7. u Madox Hift. of the Exch. P• 56, 70. w Dial. 

de Scac~ p. 30. apud Madox Hill:, df the ¥xchr.q11er. x Malmef. lib • 4· 

f• IZ3• 
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Aprendix officers of the crown and the feudal ·barons, who were 
~ military men, found themfelves unfit to penetrate into 
· thofe obfcurities; and though they were entitled to a feat 

in the fupreme judicature, the bufinefs of the court was 
wholly managed by the chief jufiiciary and the law ba
rons, who were men appointed by the king, and entirely 
at his difpofal Y. t:his natural courfe of things was for
warded by the multiplicity of bufir:efs, which flowed into 
that court, and which daily augmented by the appeal~ 
from all the fubordinate judicatures of the kingdom. 

b~ the Saxon times~ no appeal was received in the 
king's court, except upon the denial or delay of jufl:ice 
by the inferior courts ; and the fame practice was frill 
obferved in moil: of the feudal kingdoms of Europe. But 
the great power of the Conqueror efl:ablifhed at firfl: in 
England an authority, which the monarchs in France 
were not able to attain till the reign of St. Lewis, who 
lived near two centuries after: He empowered his court 
to receive appeals .both from the courts of barony and the 
county-courts, and by that means brought the admini
ftration of juftice ultimately into the hands of the fove
reign z. And lefl: the ex pence or trouble of a journey 
to court fhould difcourage-- fuitors, and make them ac
<J uiefce in the decifion of the inferior judicatures, itine
rant judges were afterwards efiabliihed, who made their 
circuits throughout the kingdom, and tried all caufes 
that were brought before them a. By this expedient, the 
courts of barony were kept in awe ; and if they frill pre .. 

Y Dugd. Orig. Jurid. p. z5. z MadJx Hill:. of the Ex.cb. P• 6s• 
Clanv.lib. 12, cap. r, 7· LL. Hen. I.§ 31. apud Wilkins, p. 248. Fitz 
Stephens, P• 36. Coke's Comment. on the Statute of Mulbridge1 cap. 20 • 

4 Madox Hill:. of the Exch. p. 83, 84, xoo. Gerv. Dorob. p. 1419: 
'What made the Anglo-Norman barons more readily fubmit to appeals from 
their court to the King's court of Exchequer, was, their being accuftomed to 

like appeals in Normandy to the ducal court of Exchequer. See Gilbert':; 

H1i1cuy of the Exchequer, p. r, 2.; though the author thinks it doubtful, 

\"h~:herthe Norman court was not rather copied from the Engliih, p. 6. 

4 fervcd. 
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ferved fome influence, it was only from the apprehen!ions, Appendi~ 

which the vaffals might entertain, of difobliging their ~ 
fuperior, by appealing from his jurifdicHon. But the 
county-courts were much difcredited; and as tiie free-
holders were found ignorant of the intricate princip1es 
and forms of the new law, the lawyers gradually brought 
all bufinefs before the king's judges, and abandoned the 

ancient fimple and popular judicature. After this man-

ner, the formalities of juftice, which, though they appear 

tedious and cumberfome, are found requi!ite to the [up-

port of liberty in all monarchical governments, proved at 
firfr, by a combination of caufes? very advantageous to 

the royal authority in England. 
THE power of the Norman kings was alfo much fup-Revenue cl 

the crown. 
ported by a great revenue ; and by a revenue, that was 
fixed, perpetual, and independant of the fubject. The 
people, without betaking them(el ves to arms, had no ' 
check upon the king, and no regular fecurity for the due 
adminifrration of juftice. In thofe· days of violence, 

many infrances of oppreffion paffed unheeded ; and were 
foon after openly pleaded as precedents, which it was 
unlawful to difpute or controul. Princes and minifrers 
were too ignorant to be themfel ves fen!ible of the advan-

tages attending an equitable adminifrration; and then! 
was no efiablifhed council or affembly which could pro 

tect the people, and, by withdrawing fuppliea, regularly 

and peaceably admonifh the king of his duty, and ~nfure 
the execution of the laws. 

THE firfr branch of the king's frated revenue was the 
royal demefnes or crown-lands, which were very exten
five, and comprehcnd€d, beftde a great number of manors,. 

moft of the chief cities of the kingdom. It was efia

blifhed by law, that the king could alienate no part of 
his demefne., and that he himfelf,_ or his fu.cce!Ior, could~ 

~t any time, refume fuch donations b: But this law was 

11 Fl~ta, lib. 1. cap. 8, 17. lib, 3• car. 6. § 3· Braaon, lib , a.. c~p. 5· 

ne\"q-
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never regularly obferved; which happily rendered in 
time the crown fomewhat more dependant. The rent of 
the crown-lands, confidered merely: as fo much riches, 
was a fource of power. : The influence of the king over 
hii tenants and the inhabitants of his towns, encreafed 
this power : But the other numerous branches of his re· 
venue, befides fupplying his treafury, gave, by their very 
nature, a great latitude to arbitrary authority, and were 
a fupport of the prerogative; as will appear from an enu. 
meration of them. 

THE king was never content with the ftated rents, but 
levied he;:tvy talliages at pleafure on the inhabitants both 
of town and country, who lived within his demcfne. 
All bargains of fale, in order to prevent theft, being 
prohibited, except in boroughs and public markets c, he 
pretended to exaCl: tolls on all goods which were there 
fold d, He feized two hog:lheads, one before and one 
behind the maft, from every veffel that imported wine. 
All goods payed to his cuftoms a proportional part of 
their value c : Paffage over bridges and on rivers was 
loaded with tolls at pleafure r : And though the boroughs 
by degrees bought the liberty of farming thcfe impofi· 
tions, yet the· revenue profited by thefe bargains, new 
fums were often exacted for the renewal and confirma· 
tion of their charters r, and the people :were thus held in 
perpetual dependance. 

SucH was the fituation of the inhabitants within the 
royal dcmefnes. But the poffeifors of land, or the mili
tary tenants, though they were better protected, both by 
law, and by the great privilege of carrying arms, were, 
from the nature of their "tenures, much expofed to the 
inroads of~ power, and pofr ·ffed not· what we fhould 

c LL, Will. 1, cap. G1 • d Macox, p. 530, e Ibid. 
p. szg. This author fays a fifteenth, But it is not eafy to reconcile this 
;ccount to other authorities. f Madox, p. szg. g Madox's 

Hift. of the Exch. p. 27 5, 1.76, 1.71, &c, 
efleem 
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eileem in our age a very durable fecurity. The Con- Appendix 

queror granted by his laws, that the barons fhould be ~ 
obliged to pay nothing beyond their ftated fcrvices g' ex-
cept a reafonable aid to ranfo.m his perfon if he were 
faken in war, to make his eldefi fon a knight, and to 

marry his eldefi daughter. What fuould, on thefe occa.-

fions, be deemed a reafonable aid, was not determined ; 

and the demands of the crown were fo far oifcretionary. 

THE king could require in war the perfonal attendance 

of his vaffals, that is, of aJmofr all the landed propric• 
tors; and if they declined the fervice, they were. obliged 
to pay him a compofition in money, which was called 

fcutagc. The fum was, during fome reigns, preca
rious and uncertain ; it was fometimes levied without 
allowing the vaffal the lil5erty of perfonal fervice h ; and 
it was a ufual artifice of the king's to pretend an expe
dition, that he might be intitled to levy the fcutage from 

his military tenants. Danegclt was another fpccies of 
land-tax levied by the early Norman kings, arbitrarily, 
and contrary to the laws of the Conqueror i • • l\1oncyage 

was alfo a general land-tax of the fame nature, levied by 
the two firfl: Norman king", and aboli!hcd by the char
ter of Henry I. k It \V:ls :1. !hilling paid every three years 

by each hearth, to indu ·e the king not to ufe his pr roga
tive in dcbafing the coin. InJ ed, it appears from that 
charter, that, though the Conqueror had granted his mi

litary tenants an immunity from all taxes and talliages~ 
he and his fon v 7illi.un hail never thought thcm:li Ives 

bound to obi:.rvc that rule, but had levied impofitions at 

pleafure on all the lanJcd d l-:1tcs of the kingdom. The 
utmofl: that Henry gr~nt~, is, that the land cultivated by 
the military tenant himfclf !hall not be fo burd_ned; but 

he refrves the po-vvcr cf tax· ng the farmers : ~nd as it is 

g LL. Will. Conq. §55· h Gen•afe de Tilbury, p. 25. 

i _1adox'2 Hi!!; . of :1Je Exch . p. 47 s, lr. Mwh. P:nis, p. 3S.. 

known, 
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known, that Henry's charter was never obferved in any 
one article, we may be affured, that this prince and his 
fucceffors retraCted even this fma11 indulgence, and levied 
arbitrary impofitions on all the lands of all their fubjech. 
Thefe taxes were fometimes very heavy; fince Malmef .. 
bury tells us, that, in the reign of William Rufus, the 
farmers, on account of them, abandoned tillage, and a 
famine cnfued 1, 

THE efcheats were a great branch both of power and of 
revenue to the king, efpecially during the firfr reigns af ... 
ter the conqueft. In default of pofterity from the firil: 
baron, his land reverted to the crown, and continually 
augmented the king's poffeffions. The prince had indeed 
by law a power of alienating thefe efcheats ; but by this 
means he had an opportunity of efiablilhing the for
tunes of his friends and fervants, and thereby enlarging 
his authority. Sometimes he retained them in his own 
hands; and they were gradually confounded with the 
royal demefnes, and became difficult to be diftinguifhed 
from them. This confufion is probably the reafon why 
the king acquired the right of alienating his demefnes. 

BuT befides efcheats from default of heirs, thofe which 
enfued from crimes or breach of duty towards the fuperior 
lord, were frequent in ancient times. If the vatial, being 
thrice fummoned to attend his fuperior's court, and do 
fealty, neglected or refufed obedience, he forfeited all title 
to his lands m, If he denied his tenure, or refufed his 
!ervice, he was expo fed. to the fame penalty n, \:Vhere he 
fold his efrate without licence from his lord 0 , or if he 
fold it upon any other tenure or title than that by which 
he himfelf held it P, he loft all right to it. The adhering 

1 So alfo Chron. Abb, St. Petri cle Burgo, p. 55· Knyghton, p. :.366. 
m Hottom. de Feud, Difp. cap. 38. col. 886, n Lib. Feud, lib•l• 

t,ir. J,; lib. 4· tit. :u, 39• o Lib, Feud, lib, I. tit, z~o 
.., ld. lib. 4• tit. 44• 
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to his lord's enemies q, deferting him in war r, betraying Appendilt 

his fecrets s, debauching his wife or his near relations t, ~ 
or even ufing indecent freedoms with them u, might be ' 

punilhed by forfeiture. The higher crimes, rapes, 
robbery, murder, arfon, &c. were called felony; and 
being interpreted want of fidelity to his lord, made 
him lofe his fiefw. Even where the felon was vaffal to a 
baron, though his immediate lord enjoyed the forfeiture, 
the king might retain poffeffion of his efiate during a 
twelvemonth, and had the right of fpoiling and 4efhoy-
ing it, unlefs the baron paid him a reafonable compofi-
tion x. We have not here enumerated all the fpecics of 
felonies, or of crimes by which forfeiture was incurred: 
We have faid enough to prove, that the poffeffion of feu
dal property was anciently fomewhat precarious, and that 
the primary idea was never loft, of its being a kind of fee 
or benefice. 

WHEN a baron died, the king immediately took pof
feffion of the eftate; and the heir, before he recovered 
his right, was obliged to make application to the crown, 
and defire that he might be admitted to do homage for his 
land, and pay a compofition to the king. This compofi
tion was not at firft fixed by law, at leafl: by practice; ' 

The king was often exorbitant in his demands, and kept 
poffeffion of the land till they were complied with. 

IF the heir was a minor, the king retained the whole 
profit of the eftate till his majority ; and might grant 
what fum he thought proper for the education and main
tenance of the young baron. This practice \vas alfo 
founded on the )lotion, that a fief was a benefice, ar.d 
that, while the heir could not p~rform his military fer. 

<J. Lib. Feud, lib, 3· tit, 1. r Id lib. 4 · tit. 14, z t. 
s Id. lib. 4· tit. 14· t Id. lib. I, tit 14, u. u Id, lib. '• 

tit. 1. w Spelm. Cloff in verb. Felonia, x Spelm. Gloif. 

5n verb. Fl!onia, ClanYille, lib . 7• <ilp. 17• 

yices, 
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vices, the revenue devolved to the fuperior, who employed 
another in his ftead. It is obvious, that a great propor

tion of the landed property mufi, by means of this de
vice, be continually in the hands of the prince, and that 

all the noble families were thereby held in perpetual de
pendance. When the king granted the wardfhip of a rich 

heir to any one, he had the opportunity of enriching a 

favourite or minifier : If he fold it, lie thereby levied a 
confidcrable fum of money. Simon de l\1.ountfort paid 

Henry III. Io,ooo marks, an immcnfe fum in thofe days, 

for the wardfhip of Gilbert de Umfrevillc Y, Gcoffrey 

de 1\thndeville payed to the fame prince the fum of 20,000 

marks, that he might marry lfabel countcfs of Glouccfier, 

}fnd poffefs all her lands and knights fees. This fum 

would be equivalent to 3oo,ooo, perhaps 4oo,ooo pounds 

in our time z. 

IF the heir was a female, the king was entitled to 
offer her any hufband of her rank he thought proper; and 
if fuc refufed him, fue forfeited her land. Even a male 

heir could not marry without the royal confent, and it 

was ufud for men to pay large fums for the liberty of 

making their own choice in marriage a. No man could 

clifpofc of his land, either by fale or will, without the 

c_onfent of his fuperior. The poilcffor was never confi

oered as . full proprietor: He was frill a kind of benefi· 

ciary ; and could not oblige his fuperior to accept of any 
va!fal, that was not agreeable to him. 

FINEs, amerciaments, and oblatas, as they were called, 

were another confiderable branch' of the royal power and 

revenue. The ancient records of the exchequer, which 

~ are frill prefen'ed, give furprizing accounts of the nume

rous fines and amerciaments levied in thofe days b, and of 
the firar.gc i lVentions fhllen upon to exact money from 

Y Mado-x's Hifi. of the ElCch. p. ~13. ~ Id. P• 3'1Z• 
a Id. P• 310, lr ld. P• 27:. 

the 
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the fubjcCl:. It appears, that the ancient kings of England Appendix 
II. 

put themfelves entirely on the foot of the barbarous eafl:ern '--V---1 
princes, whom no man mufl: approach without a prefent, 
who fell ~11 their good offices, and who intrude themfelves 
into every bufinefs, that they may have a pretence for extort-
ing money. Even jufl:ice was avowedly bought and fold; 
the king's court itfelf, though the fupreme judicature of 
the kingdom, was open to none that brought not prefents 
to the king; the bribes given for the expedition, delay c; 
fufpenfic11, and, doubtlefs, for the perverfion of jufl:icc, 
were en ercd in the public regifrers of the royal revenue, 
and remain as monuments of the perpetual iniquity and 
tyranny of the times. The barons of the exchequer, for 
infrancc, the firft nobility of the kingdom, were not 
a!hamed to infert, as an article in t~eir records, that the 
county of Norfolk paid a fum, that they might be fairly 
dealt with d; the borough of Yarmouth, that the king's 
charters, which they have for their liberties, might not be 
violated e; Richard, fon of Gilbert, for the king's help-
ing him to recover his debt from the Jews r; Serlo, fon 
of Terlavafl:on, that he might be permitted to make his 
defence, in cafe he was accufed of a certain homicide:;; 
Waiter de Burton for free law, if accufed of wounding 
another h ; Robert de Elfart, for having an ihquefl: to find 

.whether Roger, the butcher, and Wace and Humphrey, 
accufcd him of robbery and theft out of envy and ill-will, 
or not i; William Buhurft, for having an inqueft to find 
whether he was accufed of the death of one Godwin out 
of ill-will or for juft caufe .... I have felecl:ed thefe few 
infrances from a great number of a like kind, which Ma
dox had feleCl:ed from a frill greater number, preferved 
in the ancient rolls of the exchequer 1• 

c Madox'a Hlft, of Exch. p. 274, 309. d Id. p. %95• 
e Id. ibH.. f Id, p. 296. He paid 200 marks1 a great fum in 

ahofc days. ' Id, p 296. h Id. ibid. i Id, p, 298. 
~ Id, P• JOZ, ~ Chap. xii. 

K ~ SoMETIME~ 
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Appendix SoME TIMES the party litigant offered the king a cer-

~ tain portion, a half, a third, a fourth, payable out of the 

debts, which he, as the executor of jufrice, fhould ailifl: 

him in recovering m. Theophania de W efrland agreed to 

pay the half of 212 marks, that fhe might recover that 

fum againfr James de Fughlefron n; Solomon the Jew en

gaged to paY. one mark out of every [even that he ~ould 
recover againfr Hugh de la Hofe 0

; Nicholas Morrel pro

mifed to pay iixty pounds, that the earl of Flanders might 

be difrraineJ to pay him 34 3 pounds, which the earl had 

taken from him ; and thefe iixty poun4s were to be paid 

out of the firft money that Nicholas fuould recover from· 

the earl P. 

As the king alfumed the entire power over trade, he 

was to be paid for a permiffion to exercife commerce or 

indufiry of any kind 1. Hugh Oifel paid 400 marks for 

liberty to trade in England r : Nigel de Havene gave fifty 
marks for the partnerfhip in merchandize which he had 

with Gervafe de Hanton s: The men of Worcefrer paid 

1 oo fhillings, that they might have the liberty of felling 
and buying dyed cloth, as formerly t: Several other towns 

paid for a like liberty u. The commerce indeed of the 

kingdom was fo much under the controul of the king, that 

he ereCl:ed gilds, corporations, and monopolie:J, wherever 

he pleafed ; and levied fums for thefe excluiivc privi

leges w. 

THERE were no profits fo fmall as to be below the 

king's attention. Henry, fon of Arthur, gave ten dogs, 

to have a recognition againfl: the countefs of Copland for 

one knight's fee x. Roger, fon of Nicholas, gave twenty 

lampreys and twenty fh:ads for an inquefl: to find, v;hether 

m Madox's HifL of Exch. p. 3n; 

3u. P Id, p. 31~. 
• Id. ibid. 

2-33, &c, 
t Id. P• 324, 

X Id, f• ~~~-

n Id, ibid. 

q Id. p. 323. 
\1 ld, ibid. 

o Id. p. 79, 
r Id, ibid. 

w IJ. p. ~p, 

Gilbert, 
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Gitbert, fon of Al urcd, g~ve to Roger 200 muttons to Ap~~~dix 

'Obtain his confirmation for certain lands, or whether Roger "--v--J 
took them from him by violence Y : Geo:ffrey Fitz-Pierre, 
the chief ju:!ticiary, gaYe two good Norway hawks, that 
Waiter le l\1adine might have leaye to export an hundred 
weight of cheefe out of the king's dominions z. 

IT is really amufing to remark the :!trange bufin~fs in 
which the king fometimes interfered, and never without a 

prefent: The wife ofHugh de Ncville gave the king 200 

hens, that !he migh~ lie with her hulband one night a ; 

and fhe brought with her t\VO furcties, who anfwered each 
for an hundred hens. It is probable that her huiliand 
was a prifoner, which debarred her having accefs to him. 
The abbot of Rucford paid ten marks, for leave to creel: 
houfes and place men upon his land near W cl hang, in 
order to fecure his wood there from being :!tolen b: Hugh 
archdeacon of \V ells, gave one tun of wine for leave to 
carry 6oo fumms of corn whither he would c : Peter de 
Perariis gave twenty marks for leave to fait fi{hes, as 
Peter Chevalier ufcd to do d. 

IT was ufual to pay high fines, in order to gain the 

king's good-will, or mitigate his anger. In the reign of 
Henry II. Gilbert, the fon of Fcrgus, fines in 919 pounds 
9 {billings · to obtain that prince's favour ; William de 
Chataignes a thoufand marks that he would remit his 
difpleafure. In the reign of Henry III. the -city of Lon
don fines in no lefs a fum than 20,000 pounds on the 

fame account e. 

THE king's protecrion and good offices of every kind 

were bought and fold. Robert Griflet paid twenty marks 

of filver, that the king would help him againft the earl 
of Mortaigne in a certain plea f: Robert de Cundet gave 

Y Madox's Hill:.o(Exch,"p. 305. z Id. P·3~5· a Id, 

p. 326. b Id, ibid. c Id. p. 320. d Id. p. 326~ 

e Id, p. 327, 329. f Id. P• 329. 

K3 thirty 
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.Appendix thirty marks of filver, that the king would bring him to 
II. 
~ an accord with the bifhop of Lincoln g: Ralph de Breck-

ham gave a hawk, that the king would protect: him h ; 

and this is a very frequent r~afon for payments : John, 

[on of Ordgar, gave a Norway hawk, to have the king's 
requefr to the king of Norway to let him have his bro
ther Godard's chattels i: Richard de Neville gave twenty 
palfreys to obtain the king's requefr to Ifolda Bifet, that 
ihe fhould take him for a hufband 1t: Roger Fitz-W~lter 
gave three good palfreys to have the king's letter to Ro
ger Bertram's mother, that fhe fhould marry him 1 : Eling, 
the dean, paid 100 marks, that his whore and his chil
dren might be let out upon bail m : The bifhop of Win
chefrer gave one tun of good wine for his not putting the 
king in mind to give a girdle to the countefs of Albe
marle n : Robert de V eau:x gave five of the be:fl: palfreys, 
that the king would hold his tongue about Henry Pinel's 
wife 0

• There are in the records of exchequer many 
other fin gular inftances of a like nature P. It will how: 

ever 

h I:L P• 33z. g Madox's Hill:. of Exch, p. 330. 
i Id. ibid. k Id. p. 333• 1 Id. ibid. m Id, 

p. 342. Pro hahenda amica Jua & jiliis, &c. n Id. P· 351· 
o ld. ibid. Ut rex tacerat de uxore Henrici Pi11el. 
P Ue Jball gratify the reader's curiojity hy Jubjoining a Jew more injlanus 

from 111ad,x, p. 332. Hugh Oifel was to give the king two robes of a good 
green colour, to have the king's letters patent to the merchants of Flanders 
with a requeft to render him toco marks, which he loft in Fla.nders. The 
abbot of Hyde paid thirty marks, to have the king's letters of requeft to th~ 

archbilhop of Canterbury, to remove certain monks that were againft the ab· 

hot. Roger de Trihanton paid twenty marks and a palfrey, to have thi: 

king's requeft to Richard de Umfreville to give him his fill:er to wife, and t~ 
the fifter that ihe would accept of him for a huiband: William deChevering
worth paid five marks, to have the king's letter to the abbot of Perfore, tQ 

let him enjoy peaceably his tythes as formerly: Matthew de Hereford, clerk, 
paid ten marks for a letter of requcft to the biihop of Landaff, to let him enjoy 
peaceably h;s church of Schenfrith: Andrew Neulun gave three Flemilh caps~ 
for the king's requeft to the prior of Chikefand, for performance of an agree. 

ment made betv,een them: Henry de F ontibus gave a Lombardy horfe of 

value 
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.ever be jufr to remark, !hat tb.e fame ridiculous praB:ices 
and dangerous abufes prcva.iled in 'tTormancly, and pro

bably in all the other frates of Europe q. England was 
not in this refpeB: more barbarous th~n its neighbours. 

rrHESE iniquitous practices of the Norman kings were 

fo well known, that, on the deatJ:l of Hugh Tiigod, in 

the reign of Henry II. the befr and mofr ju!l: of thefe 

princes, the elclefl: fon and the .widow of .this nobleman 
,qlme to court, and .!l:rove, by oftering l~rge prcfents to 
the king, each of them to acquire poffeffion of that rich 
inheritance. The king was fo equitable · as to order the 
caufe to be tried by the great council ! But, in the mean 

time, he feized all the money and treafure of the dcccafed r. 

Peter of Blois, a judicious, and even an elegant writer for 

that age, gives a pathetic defcription of the venality of 

jufiice and the oppreffions of the poor, under the reign of 

Henry: And he fcruples not to complain to the king him

felf of thefe abufes s. 'V e may judge what the cafe would 
be under the go:vernment of worfe princes. The articles 

of enquiry concerning the conduB: of fheriffs, which 
Henry promulgated in I I 70, :fuow the great power as 
well as the licentioufi1efs of thefe officers t. 

AMERCIAMENTS or fines for crimes and trefpaffes were 

another confiderablc branch of the royal revenue u. 11oft 

value, to have the king's r<'quell: to Henry Fitz Hervey, that he would give 

him his daughter to wife; Roger, fun of Nicho!as, prcmi!ed all the lampreys 

be could get, to have the king's requeft to earl Vvilliam Marelhal, tb:lt he 

would grant him the manor of Langcford at Ferm. The burgefft:s of Glo

cefter promifed 300 lampreys, that they might not be difirained to find the 

prifoners of Poi£tou with neceffarics, unlefs they pleafed, Id, p. 352• Jar

dan, fon of Reginald, paid twenty marks to have the king's rcqueft to William 

Painel, that he would grant him the land of Mill Nierenuit, and the c:ufivdy 

of his heirs; and if Jordan obtained the fame, he was to pay the twenty 

marks, otberwife not. Id. p. 333• 
q Madox's Hill: of Exch, p. 359• r Bened. Abb. p. xSo, 181. 
6 Petri Blef. Epifr. 95• ap~d Bibl. Patrum, tom, 24. P• 20I4· 

t Hoveden, Chron. Gerv. P• I<J.Io. u Madox, chap, xiv. 

K 4 crime• 

13.) 

Appendix 
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.Appendix crimes were atoned for by money; the fines impofed were 
11. 

4..--y---J not limited by any ru!e or :fratute ; and frequently occa-
fioned the total ruin of the perfon, even for the flighteft 
trefpaffes. 'Vhe foreil:-laws, particularly, were a great 
fource of opprc:fiion. 'I'he king poffeffed fixty-eigh~ 

forefl:s, thirteen chac~s, and feven hundred and eighty
o;le parks, in different parts of England w; and confider
ing the extreme paffion of the Engli£h and Normans for 
hunting, thefe were fo many [nares laid for the people, by 
v;hich they were :11lured into trefpaffes, and brought within 
the reach of arbitrary and rigorous laws, which the king 
had thought prcper to enaB: by his own a4thority. 

BuT the mofi barefaced aCts of tyranny and oppreffion 
\vere praB:ifed againfi the JE!w.s, who were entirely out of 
the protc£t.1on of b\"·,:, \~ere extremely odious from the 
bigotry of the people, and were abandoned to the immea
f~rable rapacity of the king and hi~ minifl:ers. Befidcs 
many other indignitic~, to which they were continually 
expofcd, it appears, that they were once all thrown int? 
prifon, and the fum of 66,ooo marks exaCl:ed for their 
liberty x: At another time, Ifaac the Jew paid alone 5100 

m;uks Y ; ' Brun, 3000 marks z ; J urn et, 2coo ; Bennet, 
500: At another, Licorica, widow of David, the Jew 
of Oxford, was required to pay 6ooo marks; and fhe was 
~!elivered over to fix of the richefl: and difcreetefr Jews in 
England, who were to anfwer for the fum a. Henry III. 
porrowed 5000 marks from the earl of Cornwal; and for 
his repayment configned over to him alL the Jews in Eng
iand b. The revenue arifing from exaCtions upon this 
nation was fo confiderable, that there was a particular 
court of exchequer fet apart for managing it c. · 

I • 

w Spdm. Glotf. in verco Fortjia. X Madox's Hill. of the Exch. 
P· 15~. This happened in the reign of king John. y Id. p. 151o 

.,; Id. p. 153. a Id. p.168. b Id. p. 156. 
c ld, cha~. vii; . . 
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WE may judge concerning the low Rate of commerce App~nd:x 

::tmong the Engliili, when the Jews, notwithfianding ~ 
~hcfe oppreffions, could fl:ill find their account in trading Commerce. 

~mong them, and lenJing them money. And as the im
provements of agriculture were alfo much checked, by the 
immenfe po!feffions of the nobility, by the diforders of 
the times, and by the precarious fl:ate of feudal propert}·; 
jt appears, that indufl:ry of no kind could then have place 

in the kingdom d. 

IT is aff'erted by Sir Harry Spellman e, as an un
doubted truth, that during the reigns of the firft Norman 
princes, every edict of the king, iff'ued with the confent 
of his privy-council, had the full force of law. But 

the barons furely were not fo paffive as to entruil: a power, 
entirely arbitrary and defpotic, into the hands of the fo
vercign. It only appears, that the conftitution had not 
fixed any precife boundaries to the royal power; that the 
right of iff'uing proclamations on any emergence and of 
exaCl:ing obedience to them, a right which was always 
fuppofed inherent in the crown, is very difficult to be 
diil:ingui£hed from a legiflative authority; that the ex
treme imperfection of the ancient laws, and the fudden 
exigencies, which often occurred in fuch turbulent go
vernments, obliged the prince to exert frequently the 
latent powers of his prerogative ; that he naturally pro
ceeded, from the acquicfccnce of the people, to aflume, 
~n many particulars of moment, an authority, from which 

d y.1e learn from the extratls given us of Domefday by Brady· in his 

Treatife of Boroughs, that almoft all the boroughs of England h&d fuffered in 

~he lhock of the <;onquefi, and had decayed extremely between the death of 

the Confeifor, and the time when Domefday was framed. 

e Gloif. in verb. judicium Dei. The author of the Miroir des ju.ftices, com

plains, that ordinances are only made by the king and his clerks, and by alieAs 

and others, who dare not contradill the king, hut ftudy to pleafe him. 

Whence, he concludes, laws. are oftener d4tl:ated by will than founded on 

,ight, ' ' 

he 
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Appendix he had excluded himfelf by exprefs fiatutes, charters, or 
II, d h' h . h . ~ conceffiqns, an w IC was, m t e mam, repugnant to 

.. the geperal genius of the confiitution; and that the lives, 
the perfonalliberty, and the properties of all his fubjeets 
were lefs fecured by law 2.gainft the exertion of his arbi
trary authority, than by the inclepcndant 

1 

power and pri
vate connexions of each individual. It appears f~pm the 
great char~er itfelf, that not only John, a tyrannical 
prince, and Richard, a violent one, but their father, 
~cnr;r, under whofe reign the prevalence of grofs abufes 
is the lcafi to be fufpccted, was accuftomed, from his folc 
.authority, without procefs of law, to irpprifon, baniih, 
.and attaint the freemen of his kingdom. 

A GREA.T baron, in ancient times, confidered himfelf 
as a kind of fovereign within his territory; aJ?.d was at
tended by copFtiers and dependants more zealoufly attach
ed to }firp than the minifters of ftate and the great officers 
were commonly to their fovereign. He often maintained 
in his court the parade of royalty, by eftablifhing a jufii .. 
ciary, confiable, marefchal, chamberlaip, fenefchal, and 
chancellor, and affigning to each of tQ.efe officers a feparat\! 
province and commap.d. He wa.s ufually very affiduous 
in exercifing his jurifdicrion; ap.d took fuch delight in 
that image of fovereignty, that it was found neceflary to 
re:fh~in pis activity, and prohibit him by law from hold
ing courts too frequently e. It is not to be doubted, but 
the example, fet him by the prince, of a mercenary and 
fordid extortion, would be faithfully copied; and that all 
his good and bad offices, his juftice and injuftice, were 
equally put to fale. He had the power, with the king's 
confent, to exact talliages eyen from the free-citizens 
who lived within his barony; and as his neceffities made 
him rapacious, his authority was ufually found to be more 
oppreffive and tyrannical than that of the fovereign r. He 

e Dugd. Jurid. Orig, p. z6. f Madox Hift, of Exth, p. 520. 
was -
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p..~s ever engaged in hereditary or pcrfonal animofities or Apl~ndi~ 

~onfederacies with his nei~hl:xmrs, and often gave protec-~ 
tion to all defperate adventunrs and criminals, who qmld · 
be ufeful in ferving his viobp~ p ... t ofes. He was able 
alone, in times of tranquillity-, to obftr a the execution 
of juftice within his territories; and by combining with 

a few malcontent barons of high rank and power, hf! 
~ould throv,r the fl:ate into convulfion. And or the whole, 
though the royal authority vras confined withiq bounds~ 
and often within very narrcw ones, yet the check was 
irregular, and frequently the fource of great diforpers; 
nor was it derived from the l~berty of the people, but 
from tre military power of many petty tyrants, who 
were equally dangerous to the prince and oppreffive to the 
fubjeB:. 

· THE power of the church was another rampart againf!Thechurdli 
royal authority; but this defence was alfo the caufe of 
many mifchiefs and incon1eniencies. The dignified 
clergy, perhaps, were not fo pron~ to immediate violence 

as the barons ; but as they pretended to a total independ-
ance on the frate, and codd. always cover themfelves 
with the appearances of religion, they proved, in one ve-
fpeB:, an obfirutl:ion to the fettlement of the kingdom~ 
and to the regular execution of the laws. The policy of 
the Conqueror was in this particular liable to fome ex-
ception. He augmented the fuperfr itious veneration for 
Rom~, to which that age w~s fo much inclined; and he 
broke thofe bands of conmxion, which, in the Saxon 
times, had preferved an union between the lay and the 
clerical orders. He prohibited the bifhops from fitting in 
the county-courts ; he alloved ecclefiafiical caufes to be 

~ried in fpiritual courts only g; and he fo much exalted 

the power of the clergy, that of 6o, 215 knights fees, into 

C Char, WiU. apud Wilkins, P• 23'• Spel, Cone, vol. ii, p. I4• 

which 
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Appendix which he divided England, he placed no lefs than 28,0IS 
n. h 
~ under the church . 

Civil!aws. TaE right of primogeniture was introduced with the 
feudal law: An inftitution, which is hurtful by produc

ing and maintaining an unequal divifion of private pro

perty; but is advantageous, in another refpecr, by acuf
toming the people to 2 preference in favour of the eldeil 

fon, and thereby preventing a partition or difputed fuc

ceffion in the monarchy. The Normans introduced the 

ufe of firnames, which tend to prcferve the knowledge of 
families and pedigrees. They abolifhed none of the old 

abfurd methods of trial, by the crofs or ordeal; and they 

added a new abfurdity, the trial by fingle combat t, which 
became a regular part of jurifprudence, and was conduct
ed with all the order, method, devotion, and folcmnity 

'maginable k. The ide?s of chivalry alfo feem to have 
been imported by the N ormans : No traces of thofe fan .. 
tafi:ic notions are to be found among the plain and rufl:ic 

Manners, Saxons. The feudal inftitutions, by railing the military 
tenants to a kind bf fovereign dignity, rendering perfonal 
ftrength and valour requifite, and making every knigh~ 

and baron his ov"n proteCtor and avenger, begot that mar
tial pride and fenfe of honour, which, being cultivated 
and embellifhed by the poets and romance writers of the 
a.ge, ended in chivalry. The virtuous knight fought not 
~mly in his own quarrel; but in that of the innocent, of 
~he helplefs, and above all, of the fair, whom he fuppofed 
to be for ever under the guardianiliip of his valiant arm. 

'rhe uncourteous knight, who, from his cafile, exercifed 

h Spel, GlofT. in verb. manus mortua, We are not to imagine, as fome 

have done, that the church pofit:fled lanJs in this proportion, but only that 
they and their valfals enjoyed fuch a proportionable part of the landed property. 

i LL. Will. cap. 68. . 

k Spel. Gloff. in verb. campus, The lafl: inftance of thefe duels was in the 

. 15th of Eliz, So long did that abfurdity remain. 

robbery 
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robbery on travellers, and committed violence on virgins, Appendilt 

was the object of his perpetual indignation ; and he put ~ 
him to death, without fcruple or trial or appeal, wherever 
he met with him. The great independance of men made 
perfonal honour and fidelity the chief tie among. them; 
and rendered it the capital virtue of every true knight, or 
genuine profeffor of chivalry. The folemnities of fingle 
combat, as efiabliilied by law, bani.!hed the notion of 
every thing unfair or unequal in rencounters; and main-
tained an appearance of courtefy between the combatants, 
till the moment of their engagement. The credulity of 
the age grafted on this frock the notion of giants, en
chanters, dragons, fpclls 1, and a thoufand wonders, 
which frill multiplied during the times of the Crufades; 
when men, returning from fo great a diibnce, ufed die 
liberty of impofing every fiction on their believing audi-
ence. Thefe ideas of chivalry infeB:ed the writings, con
verfation, and behaviour of men, during fome ag~s ; and 
even after they were, in a great mea{ ure, baniihed by the 
revival of learning, they left modern gallantry and the 
point of honour, which frill maintain their influence, and 
are the genuine offspring of thofe ancient afFectations. 

THE conceffion of the Great Charter, or rather its full 
eftabli.!hment (for there was a confiderable interval of 
time between the one and the other) gave rife, by de
grees, to a new fpecies of government, and introduced 
fome order and j ufl:ice into the adminifiration. The en
fuing fcenes of our hifrory are therefore fomewhat dif
ferent from the preceding. Yet the Great Charter con
tained no eftabli.!hment of new courts, magifl:rates, or 
fenates, nor abolition of the old. It introduced no new 
difiribution of the powers of the commonwealth, and no 
i11novation in the political or public law of the kingdom. 

I In all legal fingle combats, it was part of the champion's oath, that I e

carried not about him any herb, fpell, or inchantment, by wh;<h he mi gh t 

pro~urc vie\nry, Du,;<!, Ori~. jurid. p. 8z, 
Ir. 

J 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L Pi N D. 

Appendix It only guarded, and that merely by verbal clauJes; n . 
• ~ againfr fuch tyrannical praCl:iccs as are incompatible with 

civilized government, and, if they become very frequent, 
are incompatible with all government. The barbarous 
licence of the kings, and · perhaps of the nobles, wa~ 
thenceforth fomewhat more refrrained: Men acquired 
fome more fecurity for their properties and their liberties: 
And government approached a little nearer to that end, 
for which it was originally infrituted, the difrribution of 
jufrice, and the equal proteCtion of the citizens. Acts 
of violence and iniquity in the crown, which before were 
only deemed injuries to individuals, and were hazardous 
chieRy in proportion to the number, power, and dignity 
of the perfons affeCl:ed by them, were now regarded, in 
fome degree, as public injuries, and as infringements of 
a charter, calculated for general fecurity. And thus, 
the efrablilhment of the Great Charter, without feeming 

. anywife to innovate in the difrribution of political power, 
became il kind of epoch in the conftitution. 
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CHAP. XII. 

H E N R Y III. 

Settlement of the government--General paci.ficatio1J, 
-Death of the Protc~lor--Some commotions 
-Hubert de Burgh difplaced--'Ihe· bijhop of 
JVinchejler mi;Jijler--IGng' s partiality to foreigners 
--Grievances--Eccliftaflical gric-v·ances
Earl of Corn"Wal elef!ed king of the Romans-- Di.f 

~ content of the barons--Simon de Mountfort earl of 

Leicefler--Provijions of Oxford-- Ufurpatiou, 
of the barons--Prince Edward--Civil wars 
of the barons--l?_efere;tce to the king of Frarzce-

Renewal of the ci~·il 'i.vm·s--Battle of Lewes-
Houfe of commons --Battle of Evejham and death 

of Leice.fter--Settlement of the government

Death--and charafler of the king-Mifcel

/aneous tranfatlions of this reign. 

M 0 S T fciences, in proportion as they encreafe.and c H A P~ 
. . h d b h' h h f: '1' XII. Improve, mvent met o s y w 1c t ey ac1 1tate '--'v--oJ 

their reafonings ; and employing general theorems, are ar6. 

enabled to comprehend in a few propofitions a great num-
ber of inferences and conclufions. Hifi:ory alfo, being a 
collection of facts which are multiplying without end, is 
obl'iged to adopt fuch arts of abridgment, to retain the 
more material events, and to drop all the minute circum-
·fiances, which are only intere.fHng during the time, or to 

· 9 the 
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c H A P. the perfons engaged in the tranfaB:ions. This truth is 
XII. "d h . h d '--v--' no where more ev1 ent t an w1t regar to the reign, 
Ju6. upon which we are going to enter. What mortal could 

have the patience to write or read a long detail of fuch 
frivolous events as thofe with which it is filled, or attend 

to a tedious narrative which would follow, through a fe

ries of fifty-fix years, the caprices and weakneffes of fo 

mean a prince as Henry ? The chief reafon, why pro

teftant writers have been fo anxious to fpread out the inci

dents of this reign, is in order to expofe the rapacity, 
ambition, and artifices of the court of Rome, and to 
prove, that the great dignitaries of the catholic church, 
while they pretended to have nothing in view but the fal

vation of fouls, had bent all their attention to the acqui

:fition of riche•, and were refi:rained by no fenfe of jufiice 
or of honour, in the purfuit of that great objeCt m. But 

this conclufion would readily be allowed them, though it 

were not illuflrated by fuch a detail of uninterefl:ing inci
dents ; and follows indeed, by an evident neceffity, from 
the very fituation, in which that church was placed with 

regard to the refl: of Europe. For, befides that ecclefiafti

cal power, as it can always cover its operations under a 

cloak of fanctity, and attacks men on the fide where they 

dare not employ their reafon, lies lcfs under controul than 

civil government; befides this general caufe, I fay, the 
pope and his courtiers were foreigners to mofi of the 

churches which they governed ; they could n9t poffibly 
have any other object than to pillage the provinces for pre
:{ent gain; and as they lived at a difiance, they would be 
little awed by iliame or remorfe, in employing every lu
crative expedient, which was fuggefted to them. Eng
land being one of the mofi remote provinces attached to 

the Romiih hierarchy, as well as the mofi: prone to fuper
ftition, felt feverely during this reign, while its patience 

m M Paris, p. 6z.z. 
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was not yet fully exhaufl:ed, the inPuence of thefc cat fes; C H A P. 

and we ihall often have occafion to tpuch c~rforily upon~ 
fuch incidents. But we ih .... ll not attempt to compre- uJ6, 

hend cv ry tranfaS:ion tranfinitted to us; anc.l tiJl the cnJ 
of the reign, when the events b~comc more memorable, 
we ihall not always obfervc an exact chronological order 
in our narration. 

THE earl of Pembroke, v;ho, at the time of John's Settbnent 

d h ,. h 1 f r- , d b h' T- 1 l)fthe goeat , was marc c a o .r .. ng1an , was y IS ch:cc at t11e Yw:mcnt. 

head of the armi s, and conlequently, during a .Crate of 
civil wars and con ·ulfions, at the he~d of th~ :ftate ; anti 
it happened fortunately for the young monarch and for 
the nation, that the power could not have been intru!ted 
into more able and tr.ore faithful Lands. This nobleman, 
who had maintained his loyalty uniliakcn to John during 
the lowcft fortune of that monarci1, determined to {up1 ort 
the authority of the infant prince ; nor was he dif-
mayed at the number and violence of his enemies. S n-
fible, that Henry, agreeably to th::: prejudice~ of the tih1es, 
·would not be deemed a fovcreign, till crowned and anointed 

hy a churchman; he immediatcl y arricd the youn;;; I rince 28:h Ofr. 

to Gloccfter, where the ceremony of coronation \vas per-
formed, in the prcfencc of Gu;;_lo, the legate, and of a 
'.'cry few noblemen, by the bi!hops of \Vinchdter and 

Bath o. As the con~urrcnce of the papal authority was 
requifite to fupport the tottering throne, Henry was obliged 
to f vc ar fcal ty to the pope, ~md r~ncw tint homage, to 
w·hich his father h~d alr"ady fuLjcB:cd the kingdom o : 

And in ortlcr to enlarge the ~1uthority of Pembroke, and 
to give him a more regular and legal title to it, a general 
council of the barons was foon ::fter fummoned ::tL Erif-
tol, when;; that n b1em; n \Vas chofen pDte:?.:or of the 1 Hh No>-$ 

rcaLn. 

n M. Parh, p. 1.co. Hilt. Croyf. Cnnt. p. 4i1• ,V. Gem:ng. p. 56c, 
Trivet, p. 16~. o 1'.1. :•"n:, F· 200. 

VoL. II. L .PEMnRoKr:) 
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C H A P. PEl\1BROKE, that he might reconcile all men to the 
XII. 

"""'-'""""" gO\·crnmcnt of his pupil, made him grant anew a charter 
u.r6. of liberties, which, though mofrly copied from the for

mer conceffions extorted from John, contains fomc alter

ation~, which may be dccm~d remarkable P. The full 
privilege of eleEl:icns in the clergy, granted by the late 

king, was not confirmed, nor the liberty of going out of 

th~ kingdom, without the royal confent: Whence we may 

conclude, that Pembroke and the barons, je::1lous of the 

ccclefiafiical power, both were defirous of renewing the 

king's claim to iffue a conge d'elire to the monks and 

chapters,- and thought it rcquifite to put fome check to 

the frequent appeals to Rome. But what may chiefly 

fut·prize us is, that the obligation, to which Jol!n had 

fubjeB:ed himfclf, of obtaining the confcnt of the great 

council before he levied any aids or fcutag~s upon the 

nation, was omitted; and this article vvas c\'en decla·ed 

hard and [even·, and \vas exprefsly left to future delibe

ration. But we mufr confider, that, though this limi

tation m::1y perhaps appear to us the mofr momentous in 

the whole charter of John, it was not regarded in that 

light by the ancient b~!ron , who were more jealous in 

guarding againfr particubr ~cts of violence in the crown1 

than againfr fuch general im )Ofitions, which, unlcfs they 

·were eviucntly reafonable an 1 ntceflary, could fcarcely, 

w· thout general cot.fem, e lc\'icci upon men, who had 

arms in their hands, <1 d who could r pel any aCt of op· 
prefli.on, by which they were all immediately affeB:ed. 

"\Ve accordingly find, that Henry, in the courfc of his 
• ''} 'h r ' re!~n, Yvnt e .e gave rrequent occafi n for complamt, 

w;th regard to his vio1atbns of the Great Charter, never 

<.)ncc attcn:.pteu, by his nLre v.r!H, to levy ~my aids or 

fcutases ; thoue-h h:; Wcls o it~n re~_iucL'J to grca! :l~cciT:.

ties, ~md vvas ;,;fufed fu1 ply by -~is peopl;. So much 

Rym r, vol. i, p. z.z;. 
c:1fiet 
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eafier was it for him to tranfgrefs the law, when indivi- c H A P. 

duals alone were affeCl:ed, than even to exert his acknow-~ 
Iedged prerogatives, where th~ intereft of the whole body 12.16. ' 

was concerned. 

THIS charter was again confirmed by the king in the 
enfuing year, with the addition of fome articles to prevent 
the oppreffions by fheriffs: And alfo with an additional 
charter of forefts, a circumftance of great moment in thofc 
ages, when hunting was fo much the occupation of the 
nobility, and when the king comprehended fo confider
able a part of the kingdom within his forefrs, which he 
governed by peculiar and arbitrary laws. All the forefts, 
which had been enclofed fince the reign of Hc<Lry II. 

were defaforefted; and new perambulations were ap
pointed for that purpo : Offences in the forefl:s were 
declared to be no longer capital ; but puniihable by fine~ 
imprifonment, and more gentle penalties: And all the 
proprietors of land recovered the power of cutting and 
ufing their own wood at their pleafure. 

THus, thefe famous charters were brought very nearly 
to the fhape, in wla.ich they have ever fince ftood ; and 
they were, during many generations, the peculiar favour
ites of the Engliih nation, and eficemed the moll iacred 
rampart to national liberty and inclep~ndance. As they 
fccurcd the rights of all orders 'of men, they vere anxi
ou!ly defended by all, and became the bJ.ils, in a m:m
ncr, of the Engliib monarchy, and a k.ip.d of original 
contraCt, which both limited the authority of the king, 
and enfured the conditiond allegiance of his fubjeets. 
,.f'hough often violated, they were frill cb!r:1ed by the 
nobility and people; and as no precedents were fupp fed 
valid, that infringed them, they rat . er acquired, t..:m 
loft authority, from the frequent attempts, nnd~ againft 
th~m in feveral ages, by regal and arbitrary po"l.\•er. 

\VHILI!: Pembroke, by rene·wing anrl confirming the 
Gr at Charter, gav fo much fatisfaCt:ion 2nd f< cur;ty to 

L 2 the 
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c n A P. the nation in general, he alfo applied himfelf fuccefsfully 
XII. . .. - ' 1 H . . 1 k' ' '---v---J to r1H1rvwu~ s : e \Vrote letters, m t 1e mg s name, to 
12.16. all the malcontent barons ; in which he reprefentcd to 

them, that, whatever jcal•ufy and animofity they might 
ha re entertained ag:airdl: the late king, a yoang prince, 
the lineal heir of their 2.ncient monarchs, had now fuc
cccded to the throne, ·without r~ccecding either to the 
refentments or pr:nc:plcs of hi predeccffor : That the 

dcfpcratc expedient, \vhich th~y had employed, of call
ing in a foreign potcTI~a::~, had, happily for them as well 
~s for the n:ltion, f:liled of tntire fuccefs, and it was frill 

in their power, by a fpcedy return to their duty, to re
fiore the indepcnd, nee of the kingdom, and to fecure 

that liberty, for which they [o zealoufly contended: 
'I'hat as all paf!: ofrenccs of the bar _n!; were now buried in 

oblivion, they ought, on their part, to forget their com
plaints ·againft th2i::- 1atc fm'Crcign, who, if he had been 
any wife bb.me;:.hk in his conduct, had left to his fon the 
fd·utary warning, t avoid the paths, which had led to 
fuch fatal extremities: And that having now obtained a 

c:harter for their libci·tics, it was their intere:fi: to fhew, 

by their condua, that this acquiiition was not incompa
tible \vith tl eir ail.g'ance, and that the rights of king 

and people, fo far from being ho!l:ile and oppofite, might 
mutually fi pport <.nd fufl:ain each other q_ 

.rrnEsE confi.der~1tion~, enforced by the charaCter of 

honour and confr:mcy, which Pembroke had ever main

tained, had a ~i6hty influence on the barons; and mofr 
of them bcg:.n fecn.dy to negotiate vvith him, and many 
of them openly returned to their duty. The diffidence, 
\'hich Lew!s 'ifco\'ercd, of tht:ir fidelity, forv::-.rdcd this 
P"Ul ~ral propenuon towards the k..ing ; and when the 

French p~incc refufc the government of the cafHe of 
He;tford to Robcrt Fitz-\Valtcr, who had bec1: fo aCl:ive 

q Rymer, vol. i. p. 2r5. Brady's App. No 1 3• 
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a~ainfr the ,late king-, and who claimed that fortr f~ as his C H A P. 
~ ~ XII. 

right and property, they plainly f<:.w, that tl e Engliili --v--
were excluded from every trufi, and that foreigners lud 1216, 

engroffed all the confidence and df..:Dion of their new 
fovereign r. The excommunication too, denounced by 
the legate, againfr all the adherents of Lewis, f~ilcd not, 
in the turn which men's difpofit:ons h:1d t:l~en, to pro-
duce a mighty effect upon them; and they were eafily 
perfuaded to confider a caufe as impious and profane, for 
which they had already entertained an unfurmo ntable 
averfion s. Though Lewis made a journey to France, 
and brought over frdh fuccours from that kingdom 1

, he 
found, on his return, that his party was frill more w ak-
cncd by the defertion of his Engli!h confederates, and 
that the death of John had, contrary to his expectations, 
given an incurable wound to his cauie. The arls of Sa-
lifbury, Arundcl, and Warrenne, together with Wil!i:.m 
Mareihal, eldeft fon of the protetior, had embraced Hen-
ry's party; and every Englilh nobleman was pL~inly 
watching for an opportunity of returning to his all Q iance. 
Pembroke was fo much firengthened by thefe acceffions, 
that he ventured to invefr Mount-forel; though, upon 
the approach of the count of Perchc ·with the FrGnch 
army, he defifl:ed from his ent~rpfize, and raifed the 
fiege 11

• The count, elated with this fucccfs, marched to 
Lincoln; and being aJmit~cd into the town, he beg~n to 
attack the cafile, which he foon reduced to c.·trcmity. 
rrhe protector fummoned all his forces from every quarter 
in order to relieve a place of fuch importance .i anJ he ap-
peared fo much fuperior to the French, that they fhut 
themfdves up within tbe city, and refolved to aB: non 
the defenfive w. But th~ garrifon of the ca1H ... , h:.tving 
received a ftrong rcinforc mcnt, made a. vig~rous fal!y 

r M. Paris, p. zo~, zo:z.. ~ !Lid. p. zco. 1\1. Weft. p, 277. 
t Chron, Dunfr. vol. i. p. 79· M. We!l:. p. =-n• u M. P.uis7 

, :&OJ• w Chron, Dunft. vel. i. p. SI. 
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c H A P. upon the befiegers; while the Englifh army, by concert, 

xn. IT • 1 f: . J}_ f . h '--v--..1 auaulted them m t 1e . ame mn:ant rom Wit out, mounted 
a16. the walis by fcalade, and bearing clown all refifta!lce? en

tered the city fword in hand. Lincoln was delivered over 
to be pillaged; the French army was totally routed; the 
count of Perche, with only two perfons more, was kil1ed, 
but many of the chief comman9ers a~d about 400 knights 
\yere made prifoners by the Englifh x. So little blood 
was fhed in this important action, which decided the fate 
of one of the moft powerful kingdoms in Europe; and 
fuch wretched foldiers were thofe ancient barons, who 
yet were unacquaintcd with every thing but arms! 

PRINCE Lewis was informed of this fatal event, while 
employed in the fi.ege of Dover, which was frill valiantly 
defended againft him by Hubert de Burgh. He immedi
ately retreated to London, which was the center and life 
of his party ; and he there received intelligence of a new 
difafrcr, which put an end to all his hopes. A Fren~R 
:fleet, bringing over a :fhong reinforcement, had appeareq 
on the coaft of Kent; where they were attacked by the 
Englifh under the command ~fPhilip d' Albin~y, and ·were 
routed and repulfed with confiderable lofs. D' Albiney 
employed a firatagem againfl: them, which is faid to have 
contributed to the victory : Having gained the wind of 
the French, he came down upon them with violence; 
and throwing in their faces a great quantity of quick
lime, which he purpofely carried on board, he fo blinded 
them, that they were difabled from defending them· 
felves r. · 

AFTER this fecond misfortune of the French, the Eng
lilh barons hafiencd every where to make terms of peace 
with the pr~te8:or, and by an early fubmiffion, to prevent 
thofe attainders, to which they were expofed on account 

x M. Paris, p. 204, 1.05. Chron. de Mullr. p. 195• 
Y M. Paris, p. 206. An~, vVa\'erl. p. 183. W. Heming, P• 563• 

Trivet, P• 16g. M. Weft. p. z77, Knyghton
1 

p. 2.4z8. 
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of thei:· rebellion. LeV'.'is, whofe caufe was now totd!y c H A P. 

defperate, began to be anxious for the f<!fety of his perfon, ~ 
and was glad on any honourable conditions, to make his 1216, 

tfc~pe from a com~try, where, he found, every thing was 

now become hofiile to him. He concluded a peace ·with 

PemLroke, p~omifed to evacuate the kingdom, and on1y 

fiipulatcd in return, an indemnity to his adherents, and 

a reftitution of their honours and fortunes, together with 

the free and equal enjoyment of thofc liberties, which had 

been granted to the reil: of the nation z, Thus was h:.1p- ~er.~r~l P'• 

"1 d d . "1 h" h [c d b f. cl 1 c;ficatlOJJ, p1 yen c a c1v1 war, w tc eemc to 'e om: C(, on 
the m oft incurable hatred and jealoufy, and had threat-

ened the kingdom with the m oft fatal confeq uenccs. 
THE precautions, which the king of France ufed in the 

conduct of this whole affair, are remarkable. He pre

tended , that his fon had accepted of the offer from the 

Englifh barons, without his advice, and contrary to his 

inclination : The armies fcnt to England were levied in 

Lewis's name: \Vhcn that prince came over to Fr:mce 

for aid, his father publicly refufcd to grant him any affiit
ance, and would not fo much as admit him to his prc

fcnce: Even after Henry's party acquired the afccndant, 

and Lewis was in danger of falling into the hands of hi:; 
enemies, it was Blanche of CaHi!c his \.Vifc, 110t the king his 

father, who raifcd armies and equipped fleets for his fuc
cour a. All thcfe artifices were employed, no to fatisfy 

the pope; for he had too much penetration to be fo cafily 

impofed on : Nor yet to deceive the people; for they 

were too grofs even for that purpofe: 'They only fened 

for a colouring to Philip's ca~!c; and in public afE1irs, 
men arc often better pleaied, that the truth, though known 

to every body, ihould be wrapped up und r a decent eo-

z Rymcr, vol. i . p. 221. M. Paris, p. 207, Chron, Dunft, vol. j, 

p. S3. M. Weft. p. 273. Kn;;thtnn, p. '429· 
• M. Pa1is~ p. zs6. Chron, Dunft. vol, i. P• ~z. 
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c H A P. ver, th::m if it v.-erc expofed in open d::y-fg!lt to the eyes 
. Xtl f , 'd ~0 fi1 t1C \"Orl. 

J~16. AFTER the cxpuHi.on of the French, the prudence and 
equity of the proteCtor's fubfequent conduct, contributed 
to cure entirely thofe wounds, which had been made by 
intefrine difcord. He received the rebellious barons into 
favour ; obfervcd ilrit1ly the t~rms of peace, which he 

had granted them; refrored them to their poifeffions; 

and endeavoured, by an equal behaviour, to bury all p<dl: 
a11imofities in p~y-petud oblivion. The clergy alonp, 
who had adh2rcd to Lewis, were fufferers in this revolu
tion. As they had rebelled ~gainfi t!1cir fpiritual fove
rcign, by difrcgarding the interdict and excommunica
tion, it was not in Pembro!ce's power to make any 
itipula6o11s i11 t~1cir fa\'OUl:; and Gual , the legate, pre
pared to take vengeance on t 1e1'1 for their difobedience b. 

j\Jiany of th m were dcpofcd; many fufpended; fome 
bani!hed; anc.l all wl:o efcapcd puniihment, made atone
ment for their o:ffLnce, by paying larg~ fums to the lcgat~, 
who amaffcd an immcnfc tn:afurc hy this expedient. 

Death of the THE earl of Pcr:1brok.c did nnt :ong furvivc the pacifi. 
pwtdtor. cation, vhich had been chi fly owing to his wifdom and 

valour c ; and he was fucccedcJ in the government by 
Peter des R oches, bifhop of \Vinchefier, and Hubert 
de Burgh, chief jufiici8.ry. The councils of the latter 
w:::re c1 ieRy followed; ~nd had he poifeifed equal autho
ri~y in the kingdom with Pembroke, he feemed to be 
cv-c-y w-:..y vrorthy of fillin.:; the pbce cf that virtuous 

~nmc corn- nobleman. But the lic~ntict:: and powerful barons, who 
mouons. had once broken the rein of fubjettion to their prince, 

~nd had obtained by riol~nc_ an enla.:-gemcnt of their 

liberties ~nd indspcndance, could ill be reltraincd by 
la-:.'s under a min01·;ty; and the p~ople, no 1 [s than the 
hng, fuffcred from th~ir ou ·rages anrl difordcrs. They 

cM. Paris, 
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retained by force the royal clfHes, which they had ufurp- C H A P. 
• fl_ lfi h. 1 XII. ed dunng the pan con vu 1ons, . or w c 1 had been corn- '"'--v-.1 

mitted to their cufrody by the proteB:or u : They ufurped u16. 

the king's demefne::> c : Tl ey oppreifed th ir vaffals : 
They i1 fefret1 their v;eaker neighbours : They invited all 
clifonbrly people to enter in their retinue, and to live 
upon their lands : And they gave them proteCtion in all 
their robberies ~nd cxtortions. 

No one was more infamous for thefe violent and ille
gal practices than the earl of Albcmarle; who, though 
he had early returned to his duty, and had been fervice
able in expelling the French, augmented to the utmofl: 
the general difordcr, and committed outrages in all the 
counties of the North. In order to reduce him to obe
dience, Hubert feized an opportunity of getting pofief
fion of Rockingham cafrle, which Albemarle had gani
foncd with his licentious retinue: But this nobleman, in
ftead of fubmitting, entered into a fecret confederacy witb 
Fawkes de Breaute, Peter de Ivlauleon, and other barons, 
and both fortified the cafl:le of Biham for his defence, and 
made himfclf mafrer by furprize of that of Fothcringay. 
Pandulf, who was refiored to his legatclhip on the re
cal of Gualo, was active in fuppreffing. this rebellion; 
and with the concurrence of eleven bi!hops, he de
nounced the fentence of excommunication againft Albe
marle and his adherents r : An army was levied : A 
fCutage o( ten fhillings a kuight's fee was impofed on all 
the military tenants : Albcmarle's affociates gradually 
~efertcd him: And he himfclf was obliged at lafr to fuc 
for mercy. He received a pardon, and was refrorcd to 
his whole efrate. 

THrs impolitic lenity, too frequent in thofe times, 
was probably the refult of a fccrct combination among 
~he barons, who never could endure to fee the total rain 

d Trivet, p. 174. f Chron. 
Dunfi:, vol. i, p. Io~. 
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c H A P. of one of their own otder: But it encouraged Fawkes de 
~ Brcautc, a man whom king John had raifed from a low 

ux6. origin, to pcrfevere in the courfe of violence, to which 
he had owed his fortune, a1. to fet at naught all law and 
jufrice. vVhen thirty-ll\'C verdiB:s were at one time 
found againfr him, on account of his violent expuHion of 
fo many freeholders from their pofieffions ; he came to 
the court of jufl:ice with an armed force, feized the 
judge who had pronounced the verdicts, and imprifoned 
him in Bedford ca:fHe. He then levied open war againil: 
the king; but being fubdued, and taken prifoner, his life 
w:-s granted him; but his efiate was confifcated, and he 
was bani!hed the kingdom g. 

u~,. JusTICE was executed with greater feverity againft 
difcrders lcfs premeditated, which broke out in London, 
A frivolous emulation in a match of wreftling, between 
the Londoners on the one hand, and the inhabitants of 
'\Veftminfier and thofe of t e neighbouring villages on 
the other, occafioned this co;1motion. The former rofe 
in a body, a d pulled down fome houfes bdonging to the 
abbot of V' cfrminfl:er : But this riot, \lhich, confider
ing the tumul .. uous difpofition familiar to that capital, 
would have been lit tle .regarded, feemcd to b~come mo~~ 
fcrious, by the fymptoms which then appeared, of the 
former attachment of the citizens to the French intercfr. 
'l'he populace, in the tumult, made ufe of the cry cf 
war commonly employed by the French troops; Jl;!ozmt
joy, mou:ztjoy, God help us and our lord Lewis. Th~ juill
ciary made enquiry into the diford(r; and finding one 
Con:fi:antine Fitz Arnulf to h~ve been the ringleader, an 
infolent man, who jufr:fied his crime in Hubert's pre
fence, he proceeded againfl: him by martial law, and 
ordered him immediately to be hanged, witpout trial or 

g Rymer, vol. i. p. 198. M. Paris, p. 221, 2.24, Ann, Waver}. P• tS8. 
Chron, Duoft, vol. i, p. 1411 146. M. \V eft. P• ~83. 
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form of procGfs. He alfo cut off the feet of fome of Con- C H A P. 
n. · ' l' h XH. uantme s accomp 1ces . ...,.V~ 

THIS act of power was complained of as an infringe- a:u .• 

ment of the Great Charter: Yet the jufiiciary, in a par
liament, fummoned at Oxford (for the great councils ' 
about this time began to r ceivc that appellation) made 
no fcruple to grant in the king's name a renewal and con
firmation of that charter. When the affcmbly made 
application to the crown for this favour ; as a law in 
thofe times feemed to 1ofe its validity, if not frequently 
renewed; WilEam de Briewere, one of the council of 
regency, was fo bold as to fay openly, that thofe liberties 
were extorted by force, and ought not to be obferved ; 
But he was reprimanded by the archbi:lhop of Canterbury, 
and was not countenanced by the king or his eh~ f mini-
fters i, A new confirmation was demanded and granted 
two years after ; and an aid, amounting to a fifteenth of 
all moveables, was given by the parliament, in return for 
this indulgence. The king iffued writs anew to the fhe-
!iffs, enjoining the obfcrvance of the charter ; but he 
infcrted a remarkable claufc in the writs, that thofe, who 
payed not the fifteenth, fhould not for the future be 
entitled to the benefit of thofe liberties k, 

T'HE low ft::tte, into which the crown was now fallen, 
made it rcquifite for a good minifrer to be attentive to 
the prtf~rvation of the royal prerogatives, as well as to 
the fccurity of public liberty. Hubcrt applied to the 
pope, who had always great authority in the kingdom, 
and was now confidcrcd as its fuperior lord; and dcfired 
.him to iffuc a bull, declaring the king to be of full age, 
and entitled to cxcrcife in pcrfon all the aCl:s of royalty 1• 

In confcqnence of this declara ion, the jufriciary rcfigncd 
!n o Henry's hands the two important f~rtreffes of ·he 

J; M, Pari~, p. 2•7, 1.18, 259• Ann. W.averl, P• 187. Chron. Dunfl, 
vol. i, p. tz9, i M. Weft. p. 282., k Claufe 9• I-l. 3· m. 9• 
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c H A P. Tower and Dover caftle, which had been entrufiecl t() 
XII. . . · 
~ hts cuftody; and he reqmred the other baron::; to Imitate 

uzz. his example. They refufed compliance: The earls of 
Cheiler and Albemarle, John Confrable of Che:ller, John 
de Lacy, Brian de l'Ifle, and William de Cantel, with 
fome others, even formed a confpiracy to furprize Lon
don, and met in arms at W altham with that intention: 
But finding the king prepared for defence, they defifted 
from their enterprize. When fummoned to court, in 
order to anfwer for their conduB:, they fcrupled not to 

appear, and to confefs their defign: But they told the 
king, that they had no bad intentions againfr his perfon, 
but only againfr Hubert de Burgh, whom they were de
termined to remove from his office m. They appeared 
too formidable to be chafiifed; and they were fo little dif
couraged by the failure of their .firft enterprize, that they 
again met in arms at Leiccfter, in order to feize the king, 
who then refided at Northampton: But Henry, informed 
of their purpofe, took care to be fo well armed and at

tended, that the barons found it dangerous to make the 
attempt; and they fat down and kept Chri:fimas in his 
neighbourhood n. The archbifhop and the prelates, find
ing every thing tend towards a civil war, interpofcd with 
their authority, and threatened the barons v.rith the fen
tencc of excommunication, if they perfifted in detaining 
the king's cafrlcs. This menace at laft prevailed: Moil: 
of the fortrcffcs ·\vcrc furrcnderecl; though the barons com
plained, that Hu bert's caftlcs were foon after refi:orcd to 
him, while the king frill kept theirs in his own cuftody. 
There arc faid to have been I I r 5 caftles at that time in 
England 0

• 

IT muft be acknovvlcdged, that the influence of the 
prd,atcs and the clergy was often of great fervice to the 

m Chron, Du.n!l:, vol, i. p. JS7• n M. Paris, p. :ni. Chrcn, 
Dun!l-. vol, i, p. 132. ~ Coke's Comm~nt, on M~gna Charta,. 
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public. Though the religion of that age can merit no c H A P. 

better name than that of fuperftition, it fcrved to unite ~ 
together a body of men who had great fl\·ay over the nu .. 

people, and who kept the community from falling to 
pieces, by the factions and independant power of the 
nobles. And what was of great importance; it threw 
a mighty authority into the hands of men, who by their 
profcffion were avcrfe to arms and violence; who temper-
ed by their mediation the general difpofit~on towards 
military enterprizes; and who frill maintained, even 
amidft the fhock of arms, thofe fecre:t links, without 
which it is impoffible for human fociety to fubfifr. 

NOTWITHSTANDING thdc intcftine commotions in 
England, and the precarious authority of the cro\vn, 
Henry was obliged to carry on war in France; and he 
employed to that purpofe the fifteenth which had been 
granted him by parliament. Lewis VIII. ·who had fuc
cccd ... d to his father Philip, inftead of complying w:th 
Henry's claim, who demancied the refi:itution of Nor
mandy and the o~hcr provinces wrcfi:cd from England, 
made an irruption into Poictou, took Rochelle P after a 
long liege, and feemed determined to expel the Englifh 
from the few provinces which yet remained to them. 
Henry fent over his uncle, the earl of Salifbury; toge
ther with his brother prince Richard, to \Yhom he ha 
granted the earldom of Cornwa1, which had cfcheated 
to the crown. Salifbury flopped the progrefs of Lewis's 
arms, and retained the PoiCl:evin and Gafcon vamtls in 
t~'eir allegiance: But no military action of any moment 
was performed on either fide. The earl of Cornwal, 
af er two yc:1rs' !lay in Guienne, returned to England. 

Tnrs prince was nowife turbulent or factious in his uz7. 

difpofition: His ruling paffion was to amaL money, in 

f Rymer~ vol, i. p. :.69, Trivet, P: 179• 

which 
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c H A P. which he fucceeded fo well as to become the richefi: fubject 
XII. . Ch . Jl_ d y h' . . h h' \--v-..J m nuen om: et ts attentwn to gam t rew 1m 

12.2 7• fometimes into acts of violence, and gave difi:urbancc to 
the gov~rnment. There was a manor, which had for
merly belonged to the earldom of Cornwal, but had been 
granted to \Valeran de 1"'ies, before Richard had been 
inve:fl:ed with that dignity, and while the earldom remain
ed in the hands of the crown. Richard claimed this 
manor, and expelled the proprietor by force: 'TaJeran 
complained: The king ordered his brother to do jufl:ice 
to the man, and refrore him to his rights : The e:ul faid, 
that he would not fubmit to thefe orders, till the caufe 
:lhould be decided againfi: him by the judgment of his peers: 
Henry replied, that it was firfi: nccdEuy to re-inflate 
W aleran in poffeffion, before the caufe could be tried; 
and he re-iterated hi3 orders to the earl q. \V c may 
judge of the :fl:ate of the government, when this affair 
had nearly produ~ed a civil war. The earl of Cornwal, 
finding Henry peremptory in his commands, affociated him
fe]f with the young earl of Pembroke, who had married 
l1is fiR:er, and who was difplcafed on account of the 
king's requiring him to deliver up fame royal cafi:les 
which were in his cufrod y. Thcfe two malcontents 
took into their confederacy the earls of Chcfrer, Vfa
rennc, G1occfl:er, Hereford, Warwic, and Ferrers, who 
w~re all difgufl:ed on a like account r. They affemblcd 
an army, which the king had not th~ power or courage 
to refilt; and he was obliged to give his brother fatisfac .. 
tion, by grants of much greater importance than the 
manor, ·which had been the firil ground of the qu~rrel s. 

TH.E characrer of the king, as he grew to man's 
·efl:ate, became every day better J:nown ; and he wa~ 
found in every refpeCl: totally unqualified for maintaining 
a proper fway among thofc. turbulent barons, whom the 

! M. Paris, p. 233• r lbhl. • Ibid. 

feudal 
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feudal con:fl:itution fubjctl:cd to his authority. Gentle, c H '\ P. 

humane, and merciful even to a fault, he feems to h~ve xu. 
been fteady in no other ci:-cumfrance of his character; uz7. 

but to have received every impreffion from thof~ '\Vho 

furrounded him, and whom he loved, for the time, with 
the mofl: imprudent and mofl: unrcfcrved aHC:Cl:ion. vVith-
out aClivity or vigour, he was unfit to condutl: war; 
without policy or art, he was ill-fitted to mc.intain peace: 
His refentments, though h:1ily and violent, were not 
dreaded, while h~ was found to drop them with fuch 
facility i his friendfhips were little valued, bccaufe they 
were neither denved from choice, nor maintained with 
confrancy. A proper pagc~nt of :flate in a regular mo
narch:.', where his miniilers could have C')ndutl:ed all 
afEt;rs in his name and by his authority; but too feeble 
jn thofe diforderly times to fway a fcepter, whofe ve.i.ght 
depended entirely on the firmnef:; and dexterity of the 
hand Y:hich held it. 

'rnE ablefl: and mofr virtuous minifrer that Henry ever Huhert ~e 
, rr; ,..... ' H b d B h } h . I b Burgh dtf• po .. elle , W?..S u ert e urg 1 

; a man w 10 au een placed. 

fr~ctdy L the crown in the mofr difficult and dangerous 
times, and who yet !hewed no difpofition, in the height 
of Lis power, to enfiave or opprefs the people. The 
oni; exceptionable part of his conduCl: is that which is 
mel!tion d by l\1at hew Paris u, if the fact be really true, 
and proceeded from Hubert's advice, namely, the recall-
in .· pu bl:cly and the annulling of the charter of forefl:s, a 
conccffion fo reafonable in itfelf, and fo paffionat 1y 
claimed both by the nobility and people: But it mull: be 
confeffed, that this meafure is fo unlikely, both from. 
the circumHances of the times and character of the mini-
iter, that thc=-c is great rcafon to doubt .of its reality, 
efpecially as it is me:1tioned by no other hifiorian. Hu-

t Ypod. r\eu!hi:e, p. t,6}. 11 P-. 13~• M, V{e!1, p. zz6. af'tribea 
:, i~ cc•Jn !d ~o I'~; • er DiQwp of \Vinchefter, 

bert 



t6o H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 

C H A P. bert, while he enjoyed his authority, had an entire afcen~ 
XII. 
~ ant over Henry, and was loaded with honours and favours 

1227. beyonJ. any other fubjcB:. Beficlcs acquiring the pro

perty of many cafiles and manors, he married the eldefi: 
fifi:er of the king of Scots, was created e~rl of Kent, and 
by an tinu[ual conceffion, was made chief jufi:iciary of 

UJT. Englanu for life: Yet Henry, in a fudden caprice, threw 
off th ~ 3 faithf 1 min'fier, and e:'pofed him to the violent 
perfecutiuns of his enemies. Among other frivolous 
crimes ohjctl: d to him, he was accufed of gaining the 
king's affetlions by cndiantment, and of purloining 
from the royal trcafury a gem, which had the virtue to 

render the wearer invulnerable, and of fending this va
luable curiofity to the prin c of Walesw. The nobility, 
who hated Hubert on account of his zeal in refuming the 
rights and poHdiions of the crown, · no fooner faw the op
portunity favourable, than they inflamed the king's ani
mofity. againfl: him, and puihcd him to feek the total 

, ruin of his minifrer. Hubert took fanB:uary in a church: 
The king ordered him to be dra

0
ged from thence: He 

recalled thofe orders : He afterwards renewed them : He 
was oDliged by the clergy to reftorc him to the fanctuary: 
He confi:raincd him foon after to furrender himfdf pri
foner, and he confinecll im in the cafl:le of the Dcvifes. 
Hubcrt made his efcapc, was expelled the kingdom, was 
again recciveJ. into favour, recovered a great fuare of the 
king's confidence, but never fhow d any inclination to 
reinftatc himfclf in power ancl authoritv x. 

Bilhop of THE man, who fucceed ~d him in ~he o·overnmcnt of 
Wiachellcr h k' d k' d u 'Pc 

0 
. } 11 Diinifter. t e mg an m;' om, was J. eter, bnnop of Wmc CHer, 

a PoiCl:cvin by birth, who ha oeen raifed by the late 
king, and who was no lefs difringuifucd by his arbitrary 

w M. Paris; p. 2 59• 
T. Wyke•, p. 41, 4:t. 
P• 2911 zor, 

"'< Ibid. p. 1.59, 260, :z6r, z66. Chron, 
Ci ron, Dun!t, vol. i, 1'• zz.o, z.:r. M. "v\'ell:, 

rrinciples 
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j rinciples and violent conduct, than oy his courage ~nd ~ i.J 1'. 

~bilitics. This prelate haa been left by kinrr John ju!li- ~~~~-J 
c·ary and regent of the kingdom during a_n exped!tion 123•· 

which that prince made into France; and his illegal 
adminifi:ration was one chief caufe of that great combi-
nation among the barons, which finally extorted from 
the crown the charter of liberties, ::md laid the foundations 
of the Englifh confl:itution. Henry, though inc2.pabk, 
from his character, of purfuing the fame violent ma ~ims, 
which had governed his father, had imbibed the fz..mc 
arbitrary principles; and in profecution of Peter's advice, 
he invited over a great number of PoiCtevins and other 
foreigners, who, he believed, could more f2.fcly be trufted 
than the Englifh, and who feemed uf~ful to counter-
balance the great and indepcndant power of the nobi-
lity Y. ~very office and command was befrowed on thefe 
fhangers ; they exhaufred the revenues of the crown, 
already too much impoverifhed 2 ; they invaded the 
rights of the people; and their infolence, frill more pro-
voking than their power, drew on them the hatred and 
envy of all orders of men in the kingdom a. 

THE barons formed a combination againft this odious 1231• 
rniniilry, and withdrew from parliament; on pretence of 
the danger, to which they were expofed from the ma
chinations of the Poietevins. \Vhen again fummoned to 
attend, they gave for anfwer, that the king ll10'1ld cl ifrnifs 
his foreigners : Otherwife they would drive both him a1 d 
them out of the kingdom, and put th~ crovvn on another " 
head, more worthy to wear it b : Such was the fry c they 
ufed to their fovereign ! They at lail came to parliament, 
but fo wdl attenJed, that they feemed in a condjtiOJ to 
prefcribe laws to the king and minifiry. Peter des 
B.oches, however, had in the interval found means of . 

Y M. Paris, p. 263. :z Cbron. Dunft, vol. i. f• 151. a M. 
Paris, p. 258. b Ibid. p. 265. 

V o.t.. II. r. fo; ing 
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c H
7 

A P. fowing diffention among the barons, and of bringing oveor 

~ to his party the earl of Cornwal, as well as the earls of 
u33. Lincoln and Cheficr. The confcder:1tes were d!fcon.; 

certed in their mc;1fures : Richard, earl l\1uifcha1, who 

had fucceedcd to that dignity on th<Z death of his brother, 

William, was chafed into Wales; he thence withdrew 

into Ireland; where he was treacheroufly murdered by 
the contrivance of t'J.e biiliop of \.Vinchdl:er c. The 
db.tcs of the more obnoxious barons were confifcatedj 

with.out legal fen~cncc or trial by tl:cir peers.: ; and were 

hcfrowcd with a pn;lfufe liberality o 1 the PoiEtevins. Peter 

even can:ied his infolcm:c fo far as to declare publicly, that 

the barons of England mufr not pretend to put them
felvcs on the fame foot with thofe of France, or :1ffume 

the fame liberties and privileges: The monarch in the 

former country had a more abfolute power than in the 

latter. It had been more jufl:ifiable for him to have !lid, 

that men, fo unwilling to fubmit to the authority of laws, 

could with the worfe grace claim any fhdter or pro~ctt:on 

from them. 
vVHZN the king, at any time, was checked in his 

illegal praccices, <mcl the authority of the Great Charter 
v.ras objecrcd to him, he was wont to reply; -" W'hy 
fhould I obfcrve this charter, which is neo-lctl:cd bv ali b J 

rny grc.ndees, both prelates and nobility ?" It was very 
rcafvn::tbly f::tid to him : " You. ought, fir, to [et them 

the e .. an1ple e." 
So. ,·iolent a minifi:ry, as th::t of the bifhop of \Vin~ 

che£l.:cr, could not be of lono- duration · but its fall pro .. 
b ' 

ceedeJ at l(lrc from the i:1fluence of the church, not 

from the efiorts of the noblcs. Edmond, the primate, 

came tv court, attended by many of the other prelates; 

and reprcfented to the king the pernic:ous 11cafures em

braced by Peter des Roches, the difcontents of his people,. 

c Chron. Dunft, vol, i, p. 219 • 

P• Co9· 

1 

d M. ParisJ p. z.~ 5• 

the 
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the ruin of his affairs; and after requiring the difmiffion CI·I ... ,A ?. 

of the minifier and his afrociat~s, threatened him with~ 
the fentence of excommunication, in cafe of his refufal. H33· ' 

H~nry, who knew that an excommunication, fo agree-
able to the fcnfe of the people, could not fail of producing 
the mofi: dangerous etfeCl:s, VIas obliged to fubmit: Fo--
reigners were baniihed: The natives \Vere refiord to 
their place in council f: The primate, who \Vas a man of 
prudence, and who to61C care to execute the la-.\.·s and 
obferve the charter of liberties, bore the chief fv>'ay in the 
government. 

BuT the Englifh in vain R.attered themfclves that they 12 36. 

fhould be lon 6o- free from the dominion of foreig-ners. 1 4th Janu· 
......, ary. 

The king, having married Eleanor, daughter of the 
count of ,Provence g' was furrounded by a great number 
of fir angers from that country, whom he careffed with King's par ... 

h c d 11 rr .n. · d · 1 cl b · d tialtty to fo .. t e 10n e1r arreL.Lion, an ennc 1e y an unpru ent gene- reigners. 

rofity h. The biihop of Valence, a prelate of the houfe 
of Savoy, and maternal uncle to the queen, was his 
chief minifier, and employed every art to amafs wealth 
for himfclf and h:s relations. Peter of Savoy, a bro-
ther of the fame family, was imrefi:ed in the honour 
of Richmond, and received the rich wardfhip of earl 
vV arrenne : Boniface of Savoy \Vas promot d to the fee of 
Canterbury: Many young ladies were invited over from 
Provence, and married to the chief noblemen in England, 
who were the king's wards i : And as the fource of 
Henry's bot~nty began to fail, his Savoyard mini{hy ap-
plied to Rome, and obtained a bull ; permitting him to 
refume all p:lfr grants; abfolving him from the oath, 
which he had taken to maintain them; even enjoining 
him to make fuch a refumption, and rcprefenting thofe 

f M. Paris, p. Z]f, 272. g Rymer, vol. i. p. 448. M Pari~, 
p. 286. h M. Paris, p. 236, 3:n, 305, 316, 54r. M. Weft. 
'.P· lO~, 304. i M. Paris, p 48 l-• M. Weft, p. ~JS' 

.!V! 2 O'"~nts 
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c H _A P. grants as invali\.1, on account of the prejudice which en-
Xtl, r. d ~ 1 h R . '[ . h h r. 

\._...-...,-...J we tro:n tae n to t c .1: oman pontli -, m w om t e m-
n36. p2riority of the kingdom was vefted k. The oppofition, 

maue to the inten·dcd refumption, prevented it from taking 
place; but the xntion faw the indignities, to :which the 
J~ing was w-illing to fubmit, in order to gratify the ava
rice of his fo:-cign favourites. About the fame time, he 
pi.!Jliilicd in England the fcntcnce of excommunication, 
denounced againfr the emperor Fredcric, his brother-in
law 1 ; and faid in cxcufe, that, being the pope's v::di:·t!, 
he w:1.s obliged by his allegiance to obey all the com
mands of his holinefs. In this wc:1.k reign, when any 
1cighbouring potentate infulted tLe king's dominions, 
infr ad of taking revenge for the injury, he complained 
to tt.e pope as his fuperior lord, and begged him to give 
proteCtion to his vaffal m, 

Criev:1nct•. 'rHE rcfentment of the Englifh barons rofe high at 
t c preference given to foreigners; but no remonftrance or 
complaint could ever prevail on the king to abandon them, 
or even to moderate his attachment towards them. After 
the Proven~als and S:1.voyards might have been fuppofed 
pretty well fat~ated v;ith the dignities and riches which 
they had acquired, a new fet of hungry foreigners were 
invited over, and fha ·ed among them thofe favours, 
which the king ought in policy to have conferred on the 
Engli{h nobility, by whom his go;'crnment could have 
been fupported and defended. His mother, !fabella, 

. who llad been unjufily taken by the , late king from the 
count de la Tvlarche, to whom fhe was betrothed, was no 
fooner. miitrefs of herfelf by the death of her huiband, 

ll47· than jhe married that nobleman n; and fhe had bor.n him 
four fons, Guy, Wil1i3.m, Geoffrey, and Aymcr, whom 
ilie fent over to England, in orcler to pay a vifit to their. 

k M. Paris, P• 195, 301. 
Dunfr. 'vol. i. P• 150, 

1 Rymer, vol. i. P• 383. 
• Trivet, p. lJf• 

m Chron, 

brother; 
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brother. 'rhe good-natured and affe&ionatc difoa!i~ion c H P. 

fi ~ ; . XIT, of Henry was moved at the tght of 1uch near r-1 t1ons; t...--..---:J 

and lie confidered neither his own circumft."mces, nor the 12 47· 

difpofition of his people, in the honoars and ric .. ::s which 
he conf(•rred URdll them •. Complai.its roic as .1i.;:',h 

again!t the credit of the Gafcon <.s e1•cr they had done 
againfr that of the Poictevin and of the Savoyanl fa-
vourites; and to < nation prejudiced ap-ainH: the! , all 
their meafurcs appeared c1in inal anll exceptionable. Vio-
la ions of the Great Charter were frequently mentioned; 
and it is indeed more tha~1 probable, that foreigners, 
ignorant of the 1 v:s, and relying on the bounJ!e(<; 
affcccions of a weak prince, would, in an age, wl en a 
regular adminillration 'vas not any wh re kno\·m) pay 

more attention to their prefent interefr than to the li ertir::s 
of the people. It is reported, that the Poicrevi!ls and 
other {hangers, when the laws were at ,my (me app al d 
to, in oppoiition to their oppreilions, fcrupled not to 
reply, TFhat did tbe Englijh laws fign:fy t:; them ? TI; .. J' 
minded them not. And as words are often more offcnfiY~ 
than aB:iolJs, this open contempt of the ~ngliih te!!ded 
much to aggrava""e the general difcontcnt, and made every 
aB: of violence, committed by the foreign~rs, appc:tr not 
only an injury, but an afFront to them P. 

I RECKO T not anoong the violations of the Great 
Charter, fome arbitrary exertions of prerogative, to which 

Henry's neceffities pu!11ed him, and which, without pro
ducing any difcontent, vrere uniformly continued by all 
his fucceffors, till the lafr century. As the parliament 
often rcfufed him fuppJies, anJ that in a manner fome
what rutle and indecent q' he obliged his opulent fubjeas, 
particularly the citizens of London, to grant him lo:tns 

of money ; and it is natural to imagine, that the fame 

• M. Paris, p. 491. M. We!L p. 338. Knyghton, p. 2.436. 
P M. Paris, p. 566, 666, Ann. Waver!. p. 2.q.. Chron, Dunft, vol. i. 

P1 335• '1 M. Paris, p. 301. 
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c H A P. want of reconomy, which reduced him to the neceffity of 
xu. . Id h. f b . n. '--v----1 borrowmg, wou P.revent 1m rom emg very pun~.:.LUal 

U47· in the repayment r. He demanded benevolences or pre
tended voluntary contributions from his nobility and pre
lates s. He was the firfl: king of England fince the con
quefl:, that could fairly be faid to lie under the re£haint of 

law; and he was alfo the firfr that praB:ifld the difpenf

ing power, and employ d the claufe of Non-oijlante in his 
grants and patents. vVhen objecEons were made to this 

novelty, he replied, that the pope exercifed that autho

rity; and why might not he imitate the example? But 

the abufc, which the pope made of his difpenfing power, 
in violating the canons of general councils, in invading 

the privileges fl.nd cufl:oms of all particular churches, and 

in ufurping on the rights of patrons, was more likely to 

excite the jealoufy of the people, than to reconcile them 
to a fi.milar praClice in their civil government. Roger de 

Thurkdby, one of the king's jufl:ices, was fo difpleafed 

witll the precedent, that he exclaimed, Alas! wbat times 

ttre we fallen into? Bc/;o/d, tlJe ci·vil court is corrupted in 

imitation of tbe ecclejiqflical, a;zd tbe river is poijoned from 

tbat fountain. 
THE king's partiality and profufe bounty to his foreign 

relations, and to their friends and favouritc3, would have 
appeared more tolerable to the Englifh, had any thing 

been done mean-while for the honour of the nation, or 

had Henry's enterprizes in foreign countries, been at

tended with any fucccfs or glory to himfelf or to the pub

lic : At ledt, f-:.r:h military talents in the king would. 

h;:ve ferved to keep his barons in awe, and have given 

weight and authority to his government. But though he 

declared war againfl: Lewis IX. in 1242, and made an 
expedition into Guienne, upon the invitation ofhis father

tSl-]aw, the count de la ~1arche, who promifed to join 
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l1'im with all :his forces; he was unfuccefsful in his at- c H A P. 
XII 

tempts againfr that great monarch, was \\"'rfl:ed at Taille-~..--..~ 

bourg, was deferted by his allies, lofr what remained to 1247• 

him of Poitl:ou, and was obliged to return, with lofs of 
honour, into England 1

• The Gafccn nobility were at-

tached to the Engliih government; becaufe the difrance 

of their fovereign allowed them to remain in a fi:ate of al-

mofr total independance : And they claimed, fome time USJ• 

after, f enry's protection againfi an invafion, which the 

kmg of Cafrile made upon that territory. ·Henry re

turned into Guienne, and was more fuccefsful in this ex
pedition; but he thereby involved hlmfelf and his nobility 
in an enormous debt, which both encrcafed their difcon-
tents, and expofed him to greater danger from their enter-

prizes t'. 
WANT of reconomy and an ill-judged liberality were 

Henry's great defects ; and his debts, even before this 
expedition, had become fo troublefome, that he fold all ' 
his plate and jewels, in order to difcharge them. vVhen 
this exped1ent was firfr propofed to him, he afked, where 
he £houh1 find purchafers? It was replied, the citizens of 

London. On my word, faid he, if tbe treafury of Auglffius , 

were brought to Jale, tbe citizens are able to be the purcbaflrs: 

Thefl clowns, who ajfzane to tbemfllves tbe name of barons, 

abound in every thing, while we a·re reddced to mcejfti 'S w. · 

And he was thenceforth obferved to be more forward and 

greedy in his exaCtions upon the citizens x. 

BuT the grievances, which the Eng1ifh had reafon to Ecclefi•fli· 

complain of in the civil government during this reign, -cal griev-
all ........ s. 

fcem to h-::·,;e been fl:illlefs burthenf~nne than thofe which 
~hey fuftered from the ufurpations and exa8:ions of the 
court of Rome. On the death of Langton in I228, the 
mon:(s of Chrifr-church elected Vvalter de Hcme£ham, 

t M. Paris, p. 393, 394• 398. 399· 405. W Hemi11g. p. 57+· Chron. 

D:mft. vol. i. p. 15;. u M. Pa_ris. p. 6q. w 1\1, Pari~, 

P· SOl, X M. Pari>, f· s::>r. soy. stS. 578. 6o6, 6~s. 6-tS. 
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': H , A P. one of their own body, for his fucceffor: But as Henry 
Xll. fi h 1 r' 1 h' d r. t....---v--.J refufcd. to con rm t e e cchon, t 1e pope, at 1s cure, an-

1Z.53· nulleJ it Y; and immediately appoipted R i hard, chan
cellor of Lincoln, for archl;>i iliop, without waiting for a 
new eleCl:ion. On the death o~ Richard in 1231, the 
monks ele&ed Ral~ h de N;_•,,illc biiliop of Chichefl:er; and 
thcugh Henry was m.uch pleated with the election, the 
po~e, who thought that preb. e too much attached to the 
cro~vn, afiumed the power of annulling his election z. 

He r~jecl.ed two clergymen more, wh m the monks had 
fucceffively chofen ; and he at -lafr told them, that, if 
thoy would elect Edmond, trcafurer of the church of 
SalifburyJ he would confirm their choice; and his nomi
nation vvas complied with. The pope had the prudence 
to appoint both times very worthy pnmates ; but men 
could not for. bear obfcr r • • g his intention of thus drawing 
gr-:~dua!ly to hin~felf ·~ r· ht of befiowing that important 
dignity. 

1'HE avarice, however, more th~n the ambition of 
the fee of Rome, feems to have been in this age the 
rt:ound of general complaint. The papal minifl: rs, 
f !!dj tlg a v~ ft frock of ..power, amaffed by their prede
~"'.flors, v. ere defi~ous of turning it to immediate profit~ 
:v.h: h t.~ey en~ ytd at home, rather than of enlarging 
t t{,.ir authority in diibnt countries, where they never 
jnt ndcd to reiide. Every thing was become venal in 
the RomiJh tribunals ; fimony was openly practifed ; no 
f<>vout·s and even no ju:flice could be obtained with
ou~ a bribe; the highdl bidder was fure to have the pre
ference, without regard either to the merits of the perfoq 
er of the caufe ; and be:fides the ufual perveriions of right 
in the deciflon of controverfies, the pope openly affumed 
an 2-bfolt;te and uncontrolcd authority of fetting a:fide, by 
the plenitude of his apofiolic power, all particular rules 
and all privileges of patrons~ churches, and convents: 

Y M. Po~ris, p. 2f4• .. 
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0,1 pr t nee of rcmcdy:ng th~fe abufes, pope Honorius, C H A P. 
. , . . f I £ h. r } XII. 
1fi I 226, Comrl:l!H!Dg 0 UC pO\'Crty 0 IS ICC as t le \./"'.f'...J 

fourcc of all grievances, Gcmanded fro~:n every cathedral nsz. 
two of t 1c be.fr prebcnJs, and fro n every convent two 

monks' portions, to be fct ap~:·t as a perpetual and fcttled 

revenue of the papal crown : But all men being fenfible, 

that the revenue vould contin 1c for ever, and the abufes 

immediately return, his de nat d was unanimoufly reject-

ed. About three ye-ars after, tLc pope dema1 ded and 

btained the tenth of all ecclefiafrical revenues, which he 
levied in a rcry opprcfli·:e mrnncr; requiring payment 
before the dcro-y h d drawn their rents or tythcs, and 

~ending about ufnc1s, \Yho adv a need them the money at 

e/orhitant iutereh. In the year I 2 4-0, Otho, the legate, 

having in Yain attempteJ tne clergy in a body, obtained 

feparately, hy in..trirrue' :1.11d menaces, brge fums from the 

prelates a1-1d con\'cnt , and en his departure is faid to have 

carried murc tnoney out of the kingdom than he left in 

it. This experiment r,ras renewed four years after with 

fuccefs by 1\!Iartin the nuncio, who brought from Rome 

powers of fufpenJing and e~-communicating all clergymen, 

that rcfufed to C\)mply with his demands. The king, 

wh relied on the ! o1,e for the fupport of his tottering 

authority, ncv r fml ·d to CO\lnte 1ance thof exactions. 

i'.1"E:\b \·niL ., all the chief b~nefices of the kingdom 

wrrc conferred on Italian. ; great numbers of that nation 

were frnt o\'er at one time t be pro\·ided for; non

refidence nnd plurdit i[s '\V re carri.:d to a11 cnormou:> 

height; fv1anfel, tlv· king'' \. h:tpi in, is romputed to have 

held at once f(.;v~n hundr J ecclefiafiical livings; and 

the abufcs became fo evident as to be pt>Jpable to the 

blindncfs of fupedlition itfclf. The people, entering into 

aflociatioits, rofe again[ the Italian clergy; pillaged their 

barns; wafl:ed their lands; infulted the perfons of fuch of 

~hem as they found in the kin__,dom a; and when the juf-

ticiari~s 
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c H A P. ticiaries made enquiry ihto the authors of this diforder 
Xll ' 
~ the guilt wa::; found to involve fo many, and thofe of fuch 

l:tS3• high rank, that it pafTcd unpunifhed. At lafr, when In. 
nocent IV. in 1245, called a general council at Lyons, 
in order to excommunicate the emperor Frederic, the 
king and nobility fent over agents to complain before 
the council, of the avarice of the Romifh church. They 
rcpre1ented, among many other grievances, that the bene
fices of the Italian clergy in England had been efi:imatcd, 
and were found to amount to 6o,ooo marks b a year, a 
fum which exceeded the annual revenue of the crown it
felfc. They obtained only an evafive anfwcr from the 
the pope; but as mention had been made before the coun
cil, of the feudal fubjeetion of England to the fee of Rome, 
the Englifh agents, at whofe head was Roger Bigod earl 
of Norfolk, exclaimed againft that pretenfion, attd in
fificd, that king John had no right, without the confent 
of his barons, to fubject the kingdom to fo ignominious 
a fervitude d. The popes indeed, afraid of carrying mat
ters too far againft England, feem thenceforth to have 
little infiil:ed on that pretention. 

THIS check, received at the council of Lyons, wa} 
not able to fiop the court of Rome in its rapacity: Inno
£;cnt exacted the revenues of all vacant benefices, the 
twentieth of all ecclefiafrical revenues without exception; 
the third of fuch ~s exceeded a hundred marks a year; 
the half of fuch as were po£fd1ed by non-rdidents c. He 
claimed the goods of all inteflatc clergymen f; he pre
tended a ti~le to inher:it all money got by ufury; he le-

b Jnn'ocent's buil in Rymer, vel. i. p. 471. fays only so,oco marks a year• 

c M. Paris, p 451. The eufl:oms wtre part of Henry's revenue, and 

amounted to 6oco pounds a y~ar: They were at firfi fmall fums paid by tne 
merchants for the ufe of tbe king's warehoufes, meafu1·es, weights, &c. See 

G1'bert's hiilo1y of the Exch. p. 214. 

<1 M. Paris, p. 46o. c M. Paris, p. 4So, Ann. Burt. p. 305• 
373• f. !~. ~a.ris, P• 4-7~ 

vie~ 
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vied voluntary contributions upo~ the people; and when c J:! A P. 

h k. h' r. 1 .0... 1 'b' d h r. ..,{!I. t e mg,' cpntrary to IS uiUa pracnce, prom 1tc t e1e '-v---1 

exaCl:ions, he threatened to denounce againfr him the .1253· 

, fame cenfures, which he had emitted againft the emperor, 

Frcderic l!. 

BuT the mofr opprcffive expcd'ent, employed by the 

pope, was the em b .. rking of Henry in a projccr' for the 

~onquefi of Naples, or Sicily on this fide the Fare, as it 
was called; an ei~terprize, which thrLvV much diilionollr 

on the king, and involved him, during fome years, in 
great expence and trouble. The Ro::nifh church, a'·ing 
advantage of favourable incidents, had r~duced the king

dom of Sicily to the fame frate of feudal vaff."Lg hich 

1hc pretended to extend over England, and w'1ich, by 
reafon of the difi:ance, as well as high fpirit of this l tter 
kingdom, fhe was not able to maintain. Lfter the death 

of the emperor, Frederic II. the fucceffion of Sicily de
volved to Conradine, grandfon of tbat monarch ; and 
Ma;nfroy, his natural fon, under pretence o[ governing 

the kingdom during the infancy of the prince, had formed 
a fcheme for efiablifhing his own authority. Pope Inno
cent, who had carried on violent war againfr the emperor, 
Frcclcric, and endeavoured to difpoffefs him of his Italian 
dominions, frill continued hoftiliti s againft his grandfon; 
but being difappointed in all his f_ he1:1es by the activity 
and artifices of Mainfroy, he found, that his own force 

alone was not fufficient to bring to a happy iifue fo gre::tt 

an enterprize. He pretended to difpcf::! of the Sicilian 
crown, both _as fuperior lord of th::tt particul::tr ki11gdom, 
and as vic::tr of Chrifr, to vvhom a!l kingdoms of the 
earth were fubjeCl:cd; and he made a .tender of i: to Ri ... 
chard earl of Cornwal, who1c in.mcnfc rich~s, he flattered 

himfelf, would be able to fu~ port t}1c military operations_ 

& 1~. Paris, p. 47 • 
againft 
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c H A P. ao-ainft .1\rlainfroy. As Richard had the prudence to refufe 

:~· the prcJent h' he applicLl tO the king, Whofe le rity and 
1::.55· thoughtlcfs difpofition gave Innocent more hopes of fuc

ccfs ; and he offered him the crown of Sicily for his fe

cond fon, Edmond i. Henry, allured by fo magnificent 
a prefent, without refleCting on the confequences, with
out confulting either with his brother or the parliament, 

accepted of this infidious propofal ; and gave the pope 
unihnit.:d credit to expend whatever fums he thought 
neccfE:try for compleating the conqucfr of Sicily. Inno
cent, who w~s engaged by his own intere.fts to wage war 
with Mainfroy, was ghd to carry on his enterprizcs at 
the expence of his ally: Ale.,·andcr IV. who fucceeded 
l1im in the papal throne, continued the fame poli y: And 
Henry was furprized to find h~mfelf on a fudden involved 
in an immenfe debt, wLich he had never been onfulted 

i11 contracring: The ft m drc;dy amounted to 135,54 
marks befiJe interefr k ; and he had the profpeet, if he 
anfwered this demand> of being foon loaded with more 
e:rorbitant expences; if he rcfufed it, of both incurring 

the pope's difpleafure, and of loiing the crown of Sicily, 
which he hoped foon to have the glory of fixing on the 
l1cad of his fon. 

HE applied to the parliament for fupp!y; and that he 
might be fure not to meet with oppofition, he fent no 
writs to the more n:fraaary barons: But even thofe who 

were fummoned, fenfiblc of the ridiculous cheat, impofed 

by the pope, determined not to lavilh their money on fuch 

chimerical projeCts; and making a pretext of the ab fence 

of their brethren, they rcfufcd to take the king's demands 

into conficleration 1
• In this extremity the clergy were 

his only rcfourcc; and as qoth their temporal and fpiri-

h M. Paris, p. 6 50. i Rymer, p.502, 512· 530. M.Paris• 
k Rymrr, vol, i, p. 5i7. Chron, Dunft, vol.i, 

1 M, P~ris, p. '14. 
F• 599· 6s:;. 
P· 319, 

tual 



H E N R Y HI. 1 73 
ual fov'ereign concurred in loading them, they were ill C H A P. 

able to defend themfelve aga.infr th~s united authority. ~ 
THE pope publifhed a crufade for the conquefl: of Si- us.i· 

cily; and required every one, ·who had taken the crofi 
againft the infidels, or had vowed to advance money for 
that enterprize, to fupport the war againfi: Mainfroy, a 
more terrible enemy, as he pretended, to the Chrifrian 
faith than any Saracen m. He levied a tenth on all eccle

fiafi:ical benefices in England for three years ; and gave 
orders to excommunicate all bifhops, who made not punc-

, tual payment. He granted to the king the goods of in
tefi:ate clergymen; the revenues of vacant benefices; the 

revenues of all non-refidents n. But thefe taxations, be

ing levied by fome rule, were deemed lefs grievous, than_ 
another impofition, which arofe from the fuggefi:ion of 
the bifnop of Hereford, and which might have opened the 

door to endlefs and intolerable abufes. 

THAT prelate, who refided at the court of Rome by 
a deputation from the Englifh church, drew bills of dif
ferent values, bu~ amounting on the whole to I 50,540 
marks, on all the bifhops and abbots of the kingdom ; 
and gr:.mted thefe bills to Italian merchants, who, it was 
pretended, had advanced money for the fervice of the war 

· againft I\1ainfroy 0 • As there was no likelihood of the 

Englifh prelates' fubmitting, v•ithout compulfion, to fuch 
an extraordinary demand, RuHand, the legate, was 

charged with the commiffion of employing authority to 
that purpofe ; and he fummoned an aflembl y of the 
bi1hops and abbots, whom he acquainted with the plea

fure of the pope and of the .l-ing. Great were the fur
prize and indignation of the affembl y : The bilhop of 
Worccfi:er .exclaimed, that he would lofe his life rather 

m Rymer, vol. i. p. 547, 548, &c. n Rymcr, vol. i. P• 5971 

598. · o M. Paris, p. 61:1 .. 61.8. Chron, T, Wykes, p. 54• 

than 
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c H A P. than comply: The bifhop of London faid, that the pope 
~ and king were more powerful _ than he ; but if his mitre 

uss· \vere taken off hi? head, he wot:.ld clap on a helmet in its 
place t>. The legate was no lefs violent on the other 
hand; and he told the affcmbly, in plain terms, that all 
ecclcfiaiEc:tl ber:.cf:ccs were the property of the pope, and 
he might difpoic of them; either in whole or in part, as 
he favv prcper q. In the end, the bifhop and abbots, be
ing threatened with excommunication, which made all 
their revenues fall into the king's hands, were obliged to 
fubmit to the exacrion: And the only mitigation, which 
the legate allowed them, was, that the tenths, already 
granted, fnould be .accepted as a partial payment of the 
bills. But the money was frill infufficient for the pope'~ 
purpofe : The conquefi: of Sicily was as remote as ever: 
The demands which c2mc from Rome were endlefs : Pope 
Alexander became fo urgent a creditor, that he fent m·er 
a legate to England; threat('t~ing the kingdom with an 
interdiCt, and the king with excommunication, if the ar
rears, which he p::ctcncied to be due to him, were not in
:ll:antly remitted r: And at laft, Henry, fcnfible of the 
cheat, began to think of b!-caking ofF the agreement, and 
of refigning into the pope's han~.s that crown, which, it 
was not intended by Alc.:auler, tLat he or his family 
1l10uld ever enjoy s. 

Eul of THE earl of Cornv.-al had now rcafon to value himfclf 
Cornwal } · f. fi b · ~ r. h f 1 • b · · h elet'le-1 king on 11s .ore tg t, 111 rcrunng t e rauUtll~nt arg;un w1t 
of the Ro· Rome, and in preferring the folid ho~ours of an opulent 
mans, 

and powerful prince of t 1e blood in Engla11d, to the 
empty and prccario ·s glory of a foreiE:n dignity. But 
he had not alw:-tys fi.::mnefs fufficient to adhere to this re
folution: His vanity and ambition t rcvailed c:t bfc over 
his prudence and his avarice ; and he was cngr..ged in an 

P M. Paris, p. 6IJ, q M, l'.!ri?, p. 6rg. r I:.ymer) 
vol. i. p. 624· M. Pa1is, p. 64~. s Rymcr, vol i. p. 6p. 

,·ntcrprize 
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eriterprize no lefs e~penfive and vexatious than that of his C H A P. 
XII. 

brother, and not attended with much greater probability <---v---J 

of fuccefs. The immenfe opulence of Richard having ll55• 

made the German princes cafr their eye on him as a can-

didate for the empire; he was tempted to expend vaft 

fums of money on his election, and he fucceeded fo far as 

to b~ chofen king of the Romans, . which feemed to ren-
der his fucceffion infallible to the imperial throne. He 

went over to Germany, and carried out of the kingdom 
-no lefs a fum than [even hundred thoufand marks, if we 
may credit the account given by fome ancient authors •, 
which is probably much exaggerated t. His money, 
while it lafred, procured him friends ;nd partizans : But 

it was foon drained from him by the rapacity of the Ger
man princes; and, having no perfonal or f<lmily connex
ions in that country, and no folid foundation of power, 
he found at lafr, that he he!d lavifhed aw•w the frugality 
of a whole life, in order to procure a fplendid t'tle, and 

that his abfence from England, joined to the weaknefs of • 

his brother's government, gJ.ve reins to the faelious and 
turbulent difpofi.tions of the Englilh barons, and involved 

his own country and family in great calamities. 
THE fucccfsful revolt of the nobility from kino- John D ifcontent.a 

• • ,. • • • • 
0

• ' of the bA-
and the1r unpoang on l11m and h1s fucceffors limitatiOns of rons. 

the royal power, had made them feel their own w ight 

s M. Pari<, p. 638. The fame author, a few pazes bef01e, makes R i
- chard's treafures amcunt to little more than half the fum, p. 6H. The king's 

.lHfipations and expences, throughout hi~ whole reign, accordiag to the [; me 

a•Jthor, had .tmounted only to about 940,000 m:1rks, p. 638. 

t The funs mentioned by aPcicnt authors, who were aim ft a!l monk!', 

are oiten imprub~h le, and never cun fifl t nt, flut we know from an infall ,ble _ 

authority, the public remon!hancc to the cou 1:cil of Lyon~, that the king's 

revenues were be!Jw 6o,ooo m:uks a year: His brother therefor coull never 

have bten mafter of 70?,ooo m ;nks; efpecially as he did not [, 11 h:s cfiates 

in l!:nglan , as \\'e le .. rn from the llme author: Antl we hear aftc \..-:~rds of 

his ord..:ring all his ''00cls to be cut, i order to £; t i, fy the raparity oft!.<! 

German P' iuct:s: His fon f~.:cc ::eJc~ to he c:dJom of Co;m·•al ani his o:t-.er 

.. cvenuea. 

anJ 
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C H A P. and importance, had fet a dangerous precedent of refift. 
XII. d b } . . } d . ~- ance, and being followc y a ong mmonty, 1a Impo-

I2S5· veri!hed, as well as weakened that crown, which they 
were at lafr induced, from the fear of worfe confequences, 
to re~place on the head of young Henry. In the king's 
fituation, either great abilities and vigour were rcquifite 
to ~werawe the barons, or great caution and rcferve to 
give them no pretence for complaints; and it mufr be 
confeffed, that thi-s prince \'.'::l.S poifeff~d of neither of thefe 
talents. He had not prudence to chufe right meafures; 
he "Yanted even that confrancy, _which fometimes gives 
weight to wrong ones; he was entirely devoted to his 
favourites, who were always foreigners; he lavifficd on 
them without difcretion his diminifued revenue ; and find
ing, that his barons indulged their difpofition towards 
tyranny, and obferved not to their ovm vaffals the famE; 
rules, which they had impofed on the crown, he was 
.apt, in his adminiihation, to negleB: all the falutary arti
cles of the Great Charter ; which he remarked to be fo 
little regarded by his nobility. This condutl: had ex
tremely leffened his authority in the kingdom ; had mul
tiplied complaints againfr him; and had frequently expofed 
him to affronts, and even to_dangerous attempts upon his 
prerogative. · In the year I 244, when he defired a fup· 
ply from parliament, the barons, complaining of the fre
quent breaches of the Great Charter, and of the many 
fruitlefs applications which they had formerly made for 
the redrefs of this and other grievances, d~manded in re~ 
turn, that he fhould give them the nomination of the great 
jufriciary and of the chancellor, to whofe hands chiefly 
the adminifrration of jufrice was committed: And, if we 
may credit the hifrorian u, they had form~d the plan of 
other limitations, as well as of affociations to maintain 
them, which would have reduced the king to be an abfolute 

• M. Pari~, p, 4P• 
cypher, 
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. typher, and have held the crown in perpetual pupillage C H A P. 

and dependance. The king, to fatisfy them, would agree ~,:.._, 
to nothing but a renewal of the charter, and a general uss· 
permiffion to excommunicate all the violaters of it: And 

he received no fupply, except a fcutage of twenty fhil-
lings on each knight's fee for the marriage of his eldefr 
daughter to the king of Scotland ; a burthen, which was 

exprefsly annexed to their feudal tenures. 

FouR years after, in a full parliament, when Henry 
· demanded a new fupply, he was openly reproached with 

the breach of his word, and the frequent violations of the 
charter. He was aiked, whether he did not blufh to de
fire any aid from his people, whom he profeifedly hated 
and defpifed, to whom on all occafions he preferred 
aliens and foreigners, and who groaned under the oppref
fions, which he either permitted or exercifed over them. 
He was told, that, befides difparaging his nobility by 
forcing them to contraCt unequal and mean marriages 
with {hangers, no rank of men was fo low as to efcape 
Vexations from him or his minifiers; that even the viCtuals 
confumed in his houfehold, the clothes which himfelf and 
his fervants wore, frill more the wine which they ufed, 
were all taken by violence from the lawful owners, and 
no compenfation was ever made t11em for the injury; 
that foreign merchants, to the great prejudice and infamy 
of the kingdom, fhunned the Englifh harbours, as if 
they were poifeifed by pyrates, and the commerce with all 
nations was thus cut ofF by thefe acts of violence ; that 
lofs was added to lofs, and injury to injury, while the 
merchants, who had been defpoiled of their goods, were 
~lfo obliged to carry them at their own charge to what
ever place the king was pleafed to appoint them ; that 
even the poor fifhermen on the coafr could not cfcape his 
opprefiions and thofe of his courtiers; and finding that 
they had not ful( liberty t di.pofe of their commo-

V OL. II. N dities 
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c H A P. dities in the Englifh market, were frequently confl:rained 
~to carry them to foreign ports, and to hazard all the perils 

uss· of the ocean, rather than thofe which awaited them from 
his oppreffive emifraries ; and that his very religion was a 
ground of complaint to his fubjeB:s, while they obferved, 
that the waxen tapers and fplendid filks, employed in fo 
many ufelefs proceffions, were the fpoils which he had 
forcibly raviihed from the true owners w. Throughout 
this remonftrance, in which the complaints, derived from 
an abufe of the ancient right of purveyance, may be fup
pofed to be fomewhat exaggerated, there appears a ftrange 
mixture of regal tyranny in the praCtices which gave rife 
to it, and of ariftocratical liberty or rather licentioufnefs 
in the expreffions employed by the parliament. But a 
mixture of this kind is obfervable in all the ancient feudal 
governments; and both of them proved equally hurtful to 
the people. 

As the king, in anfwer to their remonfl:rance, gave the 
parliament only good words and fair promifes, attended 
with the mofr hurr.blc fubmiffions, which they had often 
found deceitful, he obtained at that time no fupply; and 
therefore in the year I 2 53, when he found himfelf again 
under the neceffity of applying to parliament, he had pro
vided a new pretence, which he deemed infallible, and 
taking the vow of a Crufade, he demanded their affifrapce 
in that pious enterprize "· The parliamell't, however, 
for fome time hefitated to comply ; and the ecclefiafl:ical 
order fent a deputation confifl:ing of four prelates, the 
prirr.:.tc, the bi!hops of \Vinchdlcr, Sali!bury, and Car
lifle, in order to remonfl:rate with him on his frequent 
violations of their privileges, the oppreffions with which 
he had loaded them and all his fubjeCl:s Y, and the unca-

w M. P;ri:;, p. 4) 8. See farther, p. 578. M. Weft, p. 34S. 
X r-t. Palis, P· SIS, sss, s6S. Chron. Dunfr. vol. i. P• ~93· 
y ~'! . Paris, p. 568, 

6 noni('~J 
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nonical and forced eleCtions, which were made to vacant c H A P. 

XII. dignities. " It is true," replied the king, " I have ~ 
" been fomewhat faulty in this particular: I obtruded nss· 
'' you, my lord of Canterbury, upon your fee: I was 
" obliged to employ both entreaties and menaces, my 
" lord of Winchefl:er, to have you eleCl:ed : My proceed.-. 
" ings, I confefs, were very irregular, my lords of Sa-
" lilbury and Carlifle, when I raifed you from the lowefl: 
" fl:ations to your prefent dignities : I am determined 
" henceforth to correCt thofe abufes; and it will alfo be-

" come you, in order to make a thorough reformation, 
" to refign your prefent benefices; and try to ente,r again 
" in a more regular and canonical manner z." The 
bilhops, furprized at thefe unexpeCted farcafms, replied, 
that the q ueftion was not at prefent how to correCl: paft: 
errors, but to avoid them for the future. The king pro-

mifed redrefs both of ecclefiafrical and civil grievances ; 
and the parliament in return agreed to grant him a [up-

ply, a tenth of the ecclefiafi:ical benefices, and a fcutage of 
three marks on each knight's fee: But as they had expe-
rienced his frequent breach of promife, they required, 
that he lhould ratify the Great Charter in a manner frill 
more authentic and folemn than any which he had hither-
to employed. All the prelates and abbots were a.lfem-
bled : They held burning tapers in their hands : The 
Great Charter was read before them : They denounced. 
the fentence of excommunication againfr every one who 
1hould thenceforth violate that fundamental law: They 
threw their tapers on the groW1d, and exclaimed, Muy 
tbe foul of every one, who incurs this fentena, fo Jlink and 
corrujJt in Hell I The king bore a part in this ceremony; 
and fubjoined; " So help me Goj, I will keep all thefe 
" articles inviolate, as I am a man, as I am a chrifrian, 
" as I am a knight, and as I am a king crowned and 

:r. M, Paris, p. 5i9• 
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c H A P." anointed a." Yet was the tremendous ceremony no 
Xll. 

\,....-..,--... fooner finifned, than his favourites, abufing his weaknefs 

1255· and f1c:iEty, made him return to the fame arbitrary and 

irrcgnlar adminifhation ; and the reafonable expectations 

of his people were thus perpetually eluded and difap

pointcd b, 

11
5
8. ALL thefe imprudent and illegal meafures afforded a 

Si non de M 1 L n. 
Nlounttorr pr.:-tence to Simon de • ountfort, ear of eicener, to at-
~P d of Lel- tempt an iilnovation in the government, and to wrefi the 
cc!~er. 

fceptcr from the feeble and irrefolute hand which held it. 

~his nobleman was a younger fon cf that Simon de 

1'v1ountfort, who had conducted with fuch valour and re

nown the Crufade againft the Albigenfe~, and who, 

though he tarnifhcd his famous· exploits by cruelty and 

ambition, had left a name very precious to all the bigots 

of that age, particular I){ to the ecclcfiafiics. A large in

heritance in England fell by fucceffion to this family; but 

as the elder brother enjoyed frill · more opulent poffeffions 

in France, and could not perform fealty to two mafiers, 

he transferred his right to Simon, his younger brother, 

who came over to England, did homage for his lands, 

~nd was raifed to the dignity of earl of Leicefrer. In the 

year I 2 3", he efpoufed Eleanor dowager of 1Nilliam eJr! 
of Pen1broke, and fifl:er to the king c ; but the marriage 

of this J rincefs with a fubjeB: and a foreigner, though 

contrach:d with Henry's confent, was loudly complained of 

l·y the earl of Cornwal, and all the barons of England; 

;1nct Leicefter was fupported againfl: their Yiolence, by the 
king's favour and authority alone d, B_ut he had no 

fooncr efiablifhed himfclf. in his poiTeffions and diD"nities, 
4 0 

than he acquired, bY. infinuation and addrefs, a ftrong 

- M. Paris, p. s8o. Ann. Burt. P• 323. 
Heming. P· 571. M, Weft. P· 353· 

o: lbld. P• 314. il Ibid. p. 315. 

«I 

Ann. Waver]. p. uo. VI, 
b M, Paris, P• 597, 6o8. 

inter ell: 
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.intcrefi: with the nation, and gained equally the affi B:ions c ~r~ P . 

. of all orders of men. He loft, however, the friendfhip ..._,......,,-._.~ 

;of Henry from the ufual levity and ficklenefs of that nsS· 

prince ; he vras banifhcd the court ; he was recalled ; he 

·was entrufi:ed with tl e Eomrnand of Guienne c, wl ere he 

!did good fervice and acquired honour; he was again dif

graced by the king, and his banifhment from court f~?cm-

·ed now final and irrevocable. Henry called him traitor 

to his face: Leicefi:cr gave him the lye, and told him, 

that, if he were not his fovereign, he would foon make 

him repent of that infult. Yet w2s this quarrel accom-
• modated either from the good-nature or t midity of t~1e 

king; and Lcicefter vvas again admitted into fome degree 
of favour and authority. But as this nobleman was be

come too great to prefcrve an entire complaifance to Hen

ry's humours, and to aB: in fubferviency to his other 

minions; he found more advantage in cultivating his 

interefi: with the public, and in inflaming the general dif

.contents, which prevailed againfl: the adminifl:rati~n. He 

.filled every place with con plaints againfi: the infringe

ment of the Great Charter, the aCts of violence commit

t d on the people, the combination between the pope and 

the king in their tyr:lnay and extortions, Henry's neglect 

·of his m-.tive {! hjeCl:s and barons.; and though himfclf a 

.foreigner, he was more loud than any in reprefen(ncr the 

indignity of fubmitting to the dominion of foreigners. 

By his hypocritical pretcnfions to devotion, he gained the 

favour of the zealots and clergy : By his feeming concern 

for public good, he acquired the affeCtions of the public : 

And befides the private friendfhips, which he had culti

vated with the bar_9ns, his inimofity. againfl: the fa\'ourites 

created an union of interefl:s between him and that pow

erful order. 

A RECENT quarrel, which broke out between Leicef

er and "\Villiam de Valence, Henry's half brothc:, and 

c Rymer, vol. i. p. 4591 S'l• 
N3 chief 
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c H A P. chief favourite, brought matters to extremity f, and de
~~ termined the former to give full fcope to his bold and un-

1:58. bounded ambition, which the laws and the king's authority 
had hitherto with difficulty refrrained. He fecretly called 
a meeting of the moft confidcrable barons, partic~larly 

Humphrey de Bohun, high confl:able, Roger Bigod, earl 
marefchal, and the earls of W arwic and G locefl:cr ; men, 
who by their family and poffeffions fl:ood in the firfr rank 
of the Englifh nobility. He reprefentcd to this company 
the neceffity of reforming the fl:ate, and of putting the 
execution of the laws into other hands than thofe which 
had hitherto appeared, from repeated experience, fo unfit 
for the charge with which they were entrufred. He 
exaggerated the oppreffions exercifed againfl: the lower or
ders of the frate, the violations of the barons' privileges, 
the continued depredations made on the clergy; and in 
order to aggravate the enormity of this condu~, he ap-:
pealed to the Gre:::.t Charter, which Henry had fo often 
ratified, and which was calculated to prevent for ever the 
return of thofe intolerable grievances. He magnified the 
generofity of their anceftors, who, at an infinite expence 
of blood, had extorted that famous conceffion from the 
crown; but lamented their own degeneracy, who alloweq 
fo great an advantage, once obtained, to be wrefl:cd frorn 
them by a weak prince and by infolent !hangers. And 
~1e infifted, that the king's word, after fo many fubmif
:fions and fruitlefs promifes on his part, could no longer 
be relied on~ and that nothing but his abfolute inability 
to violate national privileges could henceforth enfure the 
regular obfervance of them. 

'I' HE SE topics, which were founded in truth, and fuiteq 
fo well the {entiments of the company, had the defireq 
effect; and the' barons embraced a refolution of redreffing 
r~e public grievartces, by taking into their 0\fll hands th~ 

f M, Paris~ p. 6 .• 
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~dminifhation of government. Henry having fummoned C H A P. 
XII. 

a parliament, in expeCtation of receiving fupplies for his "'-"v---J 
Sicilian projea, the barons appeared in the hall, clad in 12 58. 

complete armour, and with their fwords by their fide: 

The king on his entry, frruck with this unufua] appear
ance, aiked them what was their purpofe, and whether 

, they pretended to make him their prifoner g ? Roger Bi
god replied in the name of the refr, that he was not their 
prifoner, but their foverejgn ; that they even int~nded to 

grant him large fupplics, in order to fix his fon on the 
throne of Sicily; that they only expetl:ed fome return for 
this ex pence and fervice; and that, as he had frequently made 
fubmiffions to the parliament, had acknowledged his paft 
errors, and had frill ·allowed himfelf to be carried into the 
fame path, which gave them fuch jufr rcafon of complaint, 
he mufr now yield to more frriCl: regulations, and confer 
authority on thofe who were able and willing to redrefs 

- the national grievances. Henry, partly allured by the 

hopes of fupply, partly intimidated by the union and mar
tial appearance of th(! barons, agreed to their demand; 

and promifed to fummon another parliament at Oxford, 
in order to digefi: the new pL.n of government, and to 
eleCl: the perfons, who were to be entruficd with the chief 
authority. 

THIS parliament, which the royaEfi:s, and even the u Jt~ne. 
· f · f } - r h d d P ron lions natwn, rom expenence o t 1c confunons t at atten e of Oxiord. 

its meafures, afterwards denominated the mad parliammt, 
met on the day appointed; and as all the barons brought 
along with them their military vaflals, and appeared . with 
an armed force, the king, who had ·taken no precautions 

againft them, was in reality a prifoner in their hanJs, 
and was obliged to fubmit to all the terms which they were 

plcafed to impofe upon him. Twelve barons were feleCl:-

e.d from among the ~ing's minif;teis; twelve more were 

g Annal. Theokdbury. 

.N 4 chofen 
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C H A P. chofen by parliament: To thefe twenty-four, unlimited 
XII. 11. 

\..--v--J authori~y was granted to reform the nate; and the king 
uss. bimfelf took an oath, that he would maintain whatever 

ordinances they !hould think proper to enact for that pur
pofe h . Leicefl:er was at the head of this fuprcme coun
cil, to which the legiflative power was thus in reality 
transferred; and all their meafures were taken by his 
fecret influence and direCtion. Their firfr frep bore a fpe
cious appearance, and feemed well calculated for the end, 
which they profetied to be the objeCl: of all thefe innova~ 
tions : The.y ordered that four knights !hould be chofen 
by each county; that they !hould make enquiry into the 
grievances of which their neighbourhood had reafon to 
compbin, and fhould attend the enfuing parliament, in 
order to give information to that afiembly of the frate of 
their particular counties i : A nearer approach to our pre
fent confl:itution than had been made by the barons in the 
reign of king John, when the knights \Verc only appointed 
to meet in their fcvcral counties, and there to draw up a 
detail of their grievances. Meanwhile the twenty-four 
barons prQcecded to enaCl: fome regulations, as a redrefs 
for fuch grirvances as were fuppofed to be fufficiently 
notorious. 1'hey ordered, that three feffions of parli
ament lhould be regularly held every year, in the months 
of February, June, and October; that a new high ihe- . 
riff !hould be eleCl:ed every year by the votes of the free .. 
J!olders in each county k; that the lheriffs lhould have no 
power of fining the barons who did not attend their courts, 
or the ~ircuits of the j ufl:iciaries ; that no heirs lhould be . 
committed to the wardfuip of foreigners, and no ca!Hcs 
~ntrufi:ed t~ their cufrody; and that no 11-ew warrens or 
forefi:s iliould be created, nor the revenues of any counties 
or hundreds be let ~o farm. ~uch were the regulations 

h Rymer, vol. i. p. 6ss. Chron. Dunfi. vol. i. P• 334· Knyghton, 
f• 2445· i M. Paris, P• 657• Addit. p. 140. Ann • .{3urt. p. 41z, 
~ Chron, Dunft. ~ol, i. f· ~3~· 
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which the twenty-four barons eftabli£h~d at Oxford, for C H A P. 
XI f. 

the redref: of public grievances. '--v--1 

BuT the earl of Leiceflcr and his aiTQciatcs, baving ad.. tH8• 
vanced fo far to fatisfy the nation) inflead of continuing 
j 11 this popular courfe, or grgnting the king that fupply 
which they had promifcd him, immediately proviaed 
for the extenfion and continuance of their own exor-
bitant authority. They ,rouzed anew the popular cla-
mour, which had long prevail:?d againfl foreigners; and 
they fell with the utmofi: violence on the king's half-bro-
thers, who were fuppofed to be the auth9rs of all national 
grievances, and whom Henry had no longer any power 
to proteCt. 'I'he four brothers, fenfible of their danger, 
took to flight, with an intention of making their efcapc 
out of the kingdom; they were eagerly purfued by the 
barons; Aymer, one of the brothers, who had been 
eleCted to the fee of \Vinchefrer, took fhelter in his epif-
copal palace, and carried the others along with him; they 
were furrounded in that place, and threatened to be 
dragged out by force, and to be punifhed for their crimes 
and mifdemeanors; and the king, pleading the facrcdnefs. 
of an ecclcfiafrical fanB:uary, was glad to extricate them 
from this danger by banifhing them the kingdom. In this 
atl: of violence, as well as in the former ufurpations of the 
barons, the queen and h~r uncles were thought to have 
fecretly concurred; being jealous of the credit acquired 
by the brothers, which, they imagined, had eclipfed and 
annihilated their own. 

BuT the fubfequent proceedings of the twenty-four ururpations 

barons were fu.fficient to open the eyes of the kin2:dom, of the~-
;;:> rons. 

and to prove their intention of reducing for ever both the 
king and the people under the arbitrary power of a very 
narrow arifi:ocracy, which mufi: at lafl: have terminated 
either in anarchy, or in a violent ufurpation and tyranny. 
They pretended, that they had not as yet digefled all the 
~ ulations neceffary for the rcfoJmation of the ftate, and 

for 
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c H A P. for the rcdrefs of grievances; and that they mull llill 

XII. . h . "11 h r. h "--'"v-- retam t e1r power, t1 t at great purpo1e was t oroughly 
ass. effectuated: In othe1~ words, that they mufi- be perpetual 

governors, and mufr continue to reform, till they were 
plcafcd to abdicate their authority. They formed an affo
ciation among themfelves, and fwore that they would 
fiand by each other with their lives and fortunes : They 
oifplaced all the chief officers of the crown, the jufriciary, 
the chancellor, the treafurer; and advanced either them
felves or their own creatures in their fl:ead: Even the 
offices of the king's houfehold were difpofed of at their 
pleafure: The government of all the caftlcs was put into 
hands in whom they found reafon to confide : Anq the 
whole power of the ftate being thus transferred to them, 
they ventured to impofe an oath ; by which all the fub
jects were obliged to (wear, under the penalty of being 
declared public enemies, that they would obey and exe
cute all the regulations, both known and unknown, of 
the twenty-four barons : And all this, for the greater 
glory of God, the honour of the church, the fervice of 
the king, and the advantage of the kingdom 1• No one 
dared to withfrand this tyrannical authority: Prince Ed
ward himfelf, the king's eldeft fon, a youth of eighteen, 
who began to give indications of that great and manly 
fpirit, which appeared throughout the whole courfe of. his 
life, was, after making fome oppofition, con.fhained to 
take that oath, which really depofed his father and his 
family from fovereign authority m. Earl Warrenne was 
the lafi: perfon in the kingdom, that could pe brought to 
give the confederated barons this m~rk of fubmiffion. 

BuT the twenty-four barons, not content with the 
,ufurpation of the royal power, .introduced an innovation 
in the confritution of parliament, which was of the ut
mofr importance. They ordained, that that affembly 

1 ,Chron. T. Wykes, P• s~· m Anq, Burt. P• 411• 
fuould 
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fhould chufe a committee of twelve perfons, who lhould, C H A P. 

in the intervals of the fdlions, poffefs the authority of~ 
the whole parliament, and fuould attend on a fummons ass. 
the perfon of the king, in all his motions. But fo 
powerful were thefe barons, that this regulation was alfo 
fubmitted to; the whole government was overthrown or 
:fixed on new foundations; and the monarchy was totally 
fubverted, without its being poffible for the king to firike 
a fingle firoke in defence of the confiitution againfi the 

· newly erected oligarchy. 

THE report, that the king of the Ro;nans intended to 11.59· 

pay a vifit to England, gave alarm to the ruling barons, 
who dreaded lefi the extcnfive influence and efiabliihed 
authority of that prince would be employed to refiore the 
prerogatives of his family, and overturn their plan of 
government n. They fent over the biihop of Worcefier, 
who met him at St. Omars ; afked him, in the name of 
the barons, the reafon of his journey, and how long 
he intended to fray in England; and infified, that, be-
fore he entered the kingdom, he fhould fwear to obferve 
the regulations efiabliihed at Oxford. On Richard's re-
fuf 1 to take this oath, they prepared to refifi him as a 
public enemy; they fitted out a Beet, affembled an army, 
and exciting the inveterate prejudices of the people 
~gainfi foreigners, from whom they had fuffered fo many 
oppreffions, fpread the report that Richard, attended by a 
number of firangers, meant to refiore by force the authority 
of his exiled brothers, and to violate all the fecurities pro-
vided for public liberty. The king of the Romans was 
at lafi: obliged to fubmit to the terms required of him 0 • 

BuT the barons, in proportion to their continuance in 
power, began gradually to lofe that popularity, which 
had affifi:ed them in obtaining it; and men repined, that 

n. M. Paris, p. 661. 

f· .Sl• 
o l~id. p. 661, 66z, Chron. T. Wykes, 

fegulations~ 
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-C H A P regulations, which were occafionally e:!hbliilied, for 

~·the reformation of the fiate, were likely tc become per-

J.Z-59• pctual, and to fubvert . entirely the ancient confi:itution. 
They were apprehcnfive, left the power of the nobles, 

always oppreffive, would now exert itfelf without con

troul, by removing the counterpoife of the crown ; and 

.their fears were cncreafed by fome new ediCts of the 

barons, which were plainly calculated to pro:urc to them
fclves an impunity in all their violences. 'They appoint
ed, that the circui~s of the itinerant jufi:ces, the fol 
check on their arbitrary condutl, lhould be held only 

once in feven years; and men eafily faw~ 6at a remedy, 
which returned after fuch long intervals, asain!l: an op~ 
.prcffive power, which was perpetual, wou12 prove totally 
infignificant and ufelefs P. The cry becarue ]oud in the 
.nation, that the barons :lhould finifu their illtC{lded regu

lations. The knights Qf the fbires, who fcem now to 

have been pretty regularly affembled, and fometimcs in a 
fcparate h.oufe, made remonftrances againft the flownefs 

of their proceedings. They reprefented, that, though 
the king had performed all the conditions re~uired of him, 
the barons had hitherto done nothing for the public good, 

:tnd had only been careful to promore their own private 

.advantage, and to make inroads on royal attharity; and 
they ffVen appealed to prince Edward, ard claimed his 

interpoiltion for the interefts of the natior, and the re .. 

ormation of the government q. The p~incc replied, 

that, though it was from confrraint, and contrary to his 
private fentiments, he had fworn to maint:~.in the provi· 
Jlons of Oxford, he was determined to obferve his oath : 
But he fent a meffage to the barons, requ:ring them to 
bring their .undertaking to a fpeedy conclufi)n, and fulfil 
their engagements to the public : Otherwife, he menace~ , 
them, that, at the ex pence of his life, he :would oblige 

l M, Paris, p. i67, Trivet, p. z.og, ! ~nna;, Burt • . p. 427, 

~e~ 
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them to do their duty, and would £bed the lafr drop ofC ~A • 

his blood in promoting the interefts, and fatisfying the It. 
j ufi: wifhcs of the nation r. 

THE barons, urged by fo preffing a neceffity, publiih
ed at lafi: a new code of ordinances for the reformation of 
the fi:ate s : But the expectations of the people were ex

tremely difappointed, when they found, that thefe con
fifi:ed only of fame trivial alterations in the municipal 
law ; and frill more, when the barons pretended, that the 
tafk was not yet finiihed, and that they mufi: farther pro
long their authority, in . order to bring the work of 
reformation to the defired period. The current of popu
larity was now much turned to the fide of the crown; 

and the barons had little to rely on for their fupport, 
oefides the private inRuence and power of their families, 
which, though exorbitant, was likely to prove inferior to 
the combination of king and people. Even this bafis of 
power was daily weakened by the1r intefiine jealoufies and 
animofitics; their ancient and inveterate quarrels broke 
out when they came to fhare the fpoils of the crown ; 
~nd the rivalfhip between tile earls of Leicefier and Glo
cefier 1 the chief leaders among them, began to disjoint 

the whole confederacy. The latter, more moderate in 
his pretenfwns, was defirous of ftopping or retarding the 

career of the barons' ufurpations; but the former, enraged 
at the oppofition which he met with in his own party, 
pretended to throw up all concern in Engliih affairs ; and 
he retired into France t. 

THE kingdom of France, the or.ly fiate with which 
England had any confiderable intercourfe, was at this 
time governed by Eewis IX. a prince of the moft fingu
la.r charaB:er, that is to be met with in all the records of 
hifl:ory. This monarch united, to the mean and abjeB: ' 
fupedlition of a monk, all the courage and magnanimity 

r Annal, Burt. p. 427, 

Dnnft. vol i. p. 3.48. 
t Chron. 

of 
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c H A P. of the greateft hero; and, what may be deemed more 
xu. extraordinary, the jufiice and integrity of the mofr difin-
~ terefl:ed patriot, the mildncfs and humanity of the moft 

accomplifhed philofopher. So far from taking advantage 
of the divifions among the Englifh, or attempting to expel 
thofe dangerous rivals from the provinces, which they 
fiill poifeffed in France; he had entertained many fcruples 
with regard to the fentence of attainder pronounced againfr 
the king's father, had even expreffed fome intention of 
refioring the other provinces, and was only prevented 
from taking that imprudent refolution, by the united re
monfl:rances of his own barons, who reprefented the 
extreme danger of fuch a meafure u, and, what had a 
greater influence on Lewis, the j ufi:ice of punilhing by a 
legal fentence the barbarity and felony of John. Where
ever this prince interpofed in Englifh affairs, it was al
ways with an intention of compofing the differences be
tween the king and his nobility; he recommended to both 
parties every peaceable and reconciling meafure; and he 
ufed all his authority with the earl of Leicefter, his 
native fubjetl:, to bend him to a compliance with 

soth May. Henry. He made a treaty with England, at a time 
when the difi:raCl:ions of that kingdom were at the great
eft height, and when the king's authority was totally 
annihilated ; and the terms, which he granted, might, 
even in a more profperous fiatc of their affairs, be deemed 
reafonable and advantageous to the Englilh. He yielded 
up fome territories which had been conquered from Poic
tou and Guienne; he enfured the peaceable poffeffion of 
the latter province to Henry; he agreed to pay that 
prince a large fum of money; and he only required that 
the king fhould, in return, make a final ceffion of Nor
mandy, and the other provinces, which he could never 
entertain any hopes of recovering by force of arms w. 

u M. Paris, p. 604. 
Chrun, T. Wykes, p, 53• 

w Rymer, vol. i. p. 675. M. Paris, p. 5'66. 
Trivet, p. zcS, M. Weft. p. 371. 
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This ceffion was ratified by Henry, by his two fans, and C H A P • . 

two daughters, and by the king of the Romans and his ~ 
three fans: Leicefrer alone, either moved by a vain arro- IZ59· 

gance, or defirous to ingratiate himfelf with the Englifu 
populace, protefled againfr the deed, and infifl:ed on the 
right, however difrant, which might accrue to his confort". 
Lewis faw in this obfiinacy the unbounded ambition of 
the man ; and as the barons infifred, that the money, 
due by treaty, fuould be at their difpofal, not at Henry's, 
he alfo faw, and probably with regret, the low condition, 
to which this monarch, who had more erred from weak-
nefs than from any bad intentions, was reduced by the 
turbulency of his own fubjeets. 

BuT the fituation of Henry foon after wore a more u.6r. 

favourable afpeCt. The twenty-four barons had now en-
joyed the fovereign power near three years ; and had 
vifibly employed it, not for the reformation of the fiate, 
which was their firfi pretence, but for the aggrandize-
ment of themfelves and of their families. '!'he breach 
of tru:fl: was apparent to all the vvorld : Every order of 
men felt it and murmured againfi it : The diffentions 
among the barons thcmfclves, which cncreafed the evil, 
made alfo the rcmcd y more obvious and eafy : And the 
fecret defertion in particular of the earl of Glocdl:er to 
the crown, fecmed to promife Henry certain fuccefs in 
any attempt to refume his authority. Yet durfr he not 
take that fiep, fo reconcilable both to juftice and policy, 
without making a previous :1pplication to Rome, and 
defiring an abfol uti on from his oaths and engagements Y. 

THE pope was at that time much diffatisfied with the 
~onduCl: of the barons; who, in order to gain the favour 
of the people and clergy of England, had expelled all the 
Italian ecclefiaftics, had confifcated the:r bcnefic~s, and 

~ Chron, T, Wykes, p. 53• Y Ann, rurt, p. 3S9. 

feemed 
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c H A P. feemed determined to maintain the liberties and privilege 
Xll. fL h1 

• 1!' h h . fi f '--.---'of the Englilll churc , m wu1c t e ng ts o patronage, 

.u61. belonging to tHeir own families, were included. Tlie ex

treme animofity of the Englifh clergy againff the Italians 

was alfo a fource of liis difguil: to this ordct ; and an 
a.ttempt, which had been made by them for farther liBerty 

and independance on the civil power, was therefore lefs 

acceptable to the court of Rome:. About the fame time~ 

that the barons at Oxford had annihilated the preroga

tives of the monarchy, the clergy met in a fynod at 

!Vfcrton, and paffed feveral decrees, which were no lefs 

calculated to promote their own grandeur at the expence 

of the crown. They decreed, that it was unlawful to 

try ecclefiafi:ics by fecular judges; that the clergy were 

not to regard any prohibitions from civil courts; that lay

patrons had no right to confer fpiritual benefices ; that 

the magiilrate was obliged, without farther enquiry, to 

imprifon all excommunicated perfons; and that ancient 

ufage, without any particular grant or charter, was a 

fufficient authority for any clerical poffe:ffions or privi

leges a. About a century ago; thefe claims would have 

been fupportcd by the court of Rome beyond the mofr 

fundamental articles of faith: They were the chief points 

maintained by the great martyr, Becket; and his refolu .. 

tion in defending them had exalted him to the high 

fiation which he held in the catalogue of Romi:lh faints: 

But principles were changed with the times : The pope 

was become fomewhat jealous of the great independance 

of the Englifh church, which made them fi:and lefs in 
need of his proteCtion, and even emboldened them to 

refifi: his authority, and to complain of the preference 

given to the Italian courtiers, whofe interefi:s~ it is natu

ral to imagine, were the chief object ·1f his concern. 

He was ready therefore, on the king's application, to 

annul 
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annul thefe new confiitutions of the church of England 0• c H A P. 
I • XII. 

And, at the fame time, he abfolved the king and all hrs ....,...... ,~ 
fubjetls from the oath which they had taken to obferve u6I. . 

the provifions of Oxford c. 

PRINCE Edward, whofe,liberal mind, though in fuch Prince Ed· 
ward. 

early youth, had taught him the great prejudice, which 

his father had incurred, by his levi~y, inconfrancy, 

and frequent breach of promife, refufed for a long time 

to take advantage of this abfolution; and declared that 
the provifions of Oxford, how unreafohable foever in 

thcmfelves, and how much foever abufed by the barons, 
ought frill to be adhered to by thofe who had fworn to 
obferve them d: He himfelf had been confirained by vio
lence to take that oath; yet was he determined to keep it. 
By this fcrupulous fidelity, the prince acquired the confi

dence of all parties, and was afterwards enabled to re
cover fully the royal authority, and to perform fuch 
great atlions both during his own reign and that of his 
father. 

THE fituation of England, during this period, as well 
as that of mofl: European kingdoms, was fomewhat pecu~ 
liar. There was no regular military force maintained in 
th nation: The fword, however, was not, properly 
fp rnking, in the hands of the people : The barons were 
alone entrufted with the defence of the community; and 
after any effort, which they made, either againfr their own 
prince, or again!! foreigners, as the military retainers de
parted home, the armies were dilbandcd, and could not 

.fp~cclily be re-affembled at pleafure. It was eafy there
f r re, for a few barons, by a combination, to get the fiart 
of the other party, to collc~ fuddcnly their troops, and to 
~ppear uneKpefted!y in the field ·vvith an army, .... which 

b Rymer, voi. i. P• 755• 
p. 666. W. Heming. p. sSc. 

d M. Paris, p. 667. 

VoL. II. 

c Rymer, vol. i. p. 72.2, M. Pari~, 
Ypcd. Ncuft. p. 468 . Knjghton, l'• z446. 
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c H A P. their :lntJ.aonifts, tlioubah equal or even fuperior in power 
XII ~ ~ and intere£1, ·would not dare to encounter. Hence the 
a61. fnddcn revolutions, which often took place in thofe go

vernments : Hence the frequent vietories obtained with
out a blow by one faetion over another : And hence it 
happened, that the feeming prevalence of a party, was 
feldom a prognoflic of its long continuance in power and 

u6z, 

authority. 

THE ki.1g, as foon as he received the pope's abfolution 
from. his oath, accompanied with menaces of excommu

nication againfr all opponents, trufling to the counte
nance of the church, to the fupport promifed him by 
many confiderable barons, and to the returning favour 

of the people, immediately took off the ma.tk. After juf

tifying his conduCt by a proclamation, in which he fet 

forth the private ambition, and the breach of trufl, con

fpicuous in Leicefter and his affociates, he declared, that 
he h:ul refumcd the government, and was determined 
thenceforth to exert the royal authority for the proteCtion 
of his fubjeB:s. He removed Hugh le Defpenfer and 
Nidiolas de Ely, the high j ufriciary and chancellor ap
pointed by the barons; and put Philip Baffet and vValter 
de Merton in their place. He fubfiituted new ilierifFs in 
<dl the counties, men of ch:1racrer and reputation: He 
pbccd new governors in moll of the cafl:les: He changed 
all the officers of his houfhold : He fummoned a parlia .. 
ment, in which the refumption of his authority was rati
fied, with only five diffenting voic~s : And the barons, 
after making one fruitlcfs effort, to take the king by fur
prize at \Vinchefter, 'vere obliged to acquiefce in thofe 

.new regulations e. 

,.fHE king, in order to cut off every objeB:ion to hi·s 
conJuB:, offered to refer all the differences between him 

c M. Paris, P• 66&. Chron. Tc Wykes1 p 55• 
and 
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"'nu the earl of Leicefter, to Margaret queen of France,.. c n A P. 

T . f L . . h . f1 XII. he celebrated integrity o ewts gave a mxg ty m uencc ~ 
to any decifion which iffued from his court; and J fenry 
probably hoped, that the gallantry, on which all barons, 
as true knights, valued themfelves, would make them 
a:lhamed not to fubmit to the award of that prit:cefs. 
Lewis merited the confidence repofed in him. By an ad
mirable conduB:, probably as political as jufr, he eo lti
nually interpofed his good offices to allay the civil difcords 
of the Englifh: He forwarded all healing meafures, whicH 
might give fecurity to both parties : And he frill endea
voured, though in vain, to footh. by perfuafion the £ere~ 
ambition of the earl of Leicefi:er, and to convince hini. 
how much it was his duty to fubmit peaceably to the au ... 
thority of his fovereign. 

THAT bold and artful confpirator was nowife difcou- u~3• 
raged by the bad fuccefs of his paft enterprizes. The 
death of Richard earl of Glocefter, who was his chic 
rival in power, and who, before his deceafe, had joined 
the royal party, feemed to open a new field to his vio-
lence, and to expofe the throne to frefh infults and in-

.Junes. It was in vain, that the king profeffed his inten
tions of obferving ft;iC!ly the great charter, even of main
taining all the regulations made by the reforming baron~ 
2t Oxford or afterwards, except thofe which entirely an
hihilated the royal authority: Thefe powerful chieftains, 
now obnoxious to the court, could not peaceably refign 
the hopes of entire independance and uncontrou1ed power, 
with which they had flattered themfelves, and which they 
had fo long enjoyed. Many of them engaged in Leicef- Civil wars 

' . d h fl. G'lb h 1 of tl;e ba~ ter s VIews, an among t e reu, · 1 ert, t e young ear ror.s. 

of Glocefier, who brought him a mighty acceffion of 
power, from the extenfive authority poHeficd by that opu-

f Rymer1 vol. i, p. ;:q .• 
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c H A P. lent family. Even Henry, fon of the king of the Romans, 
~ comonly called Henry d' Allmainc, though a prince of 

11.63. the blood, joined the party of the barons againfi: the 

king, the head of his own family. Leicefi:er himfelf, 

who fi:ill refided in France, formed fecretly the links of 
this great confpiracy, and planned the whole fcheme of 

operations. 

TfiE princes of \Vales, notwithfranding the great 

power of the monarchs, both of the Saxon and Norman 

line, {lill preferved authority in their own country. 

Though they had often been conihained to pay tribute 

to the crown of England, they were with difficulty re-· 

tained in fubordination or even in peace; and almofl: 

through every reign fince the conqueft, they had infc:fied 

the Englifh frontiers with fuch petty incurfions and fud-

- den inroads, as feldom merited to have place in a general 

hiftory. The Englifh, frill content with repelling their 

invafions, and chacing them back into their mountains, 

had never purfued the advantages obtai11ed over them, nor 

been able, even under their greateft and moft aB:ive prin

ces, to fix a total, or fo much as a feudal fubjecrion on 

the country. This 2dvantage was refervcd to the prefent 

king, the weakefr and mofi: indolent. In the year 1237, 
Lewellyn, prince ofvVales, declining in years and broken 

with infirmities, but frill more harafied with the rebel

lion and undutiful behaviour of his fon, Griffin, had re

courfe to the proteaion of Henry ; ar:d confenting to 

fubjc~l his p:·incipality, which had fo Ion[!" ·naintained, or 

foon recover~;J, irs inJc-ocmhmcc, to varEtl:l're under the 

crown of Engbnd, ha,!. purchafeJ fecurity ~1d tranquil

lity on t!1efe Ji!honourabk tLnns. His elddl: fon and 
heir, David, renewed the hen ao·(; to Ee o-Lmd · :md haV'-

b '-1 '· 

ing taken his brother p!:;f(mer1 dcli\·cr:.::J him into Hen-

Iy's hamls, who comn ittc<l him to cufiour in the Tow~cr• 
Th. t prin c, endeavou!·in~ to make hi.;)-e[c.lpe, loft hi• 

life 
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life in the attempt; and .the prince of Wales, freed from c H A P. 

the apprehenfions of fo dangerous a rivd, paid thenceforth.__.:,~ 
lefs regard to the Englifh monarch, and even renewed 1263. 

thofe incurfions, by which the '\VeHh, during fo many 
ages, r.ad been accu:Llomcd to infeft the Engliih borders. 
Lewellyn, however, the fon of Griffin, who fucceeded to 
his uncle, lud been obliged to renew the homage, which 
was now claimed by England as an efl:ahlifhcd right; but 
he was well ple~fed to inflame thofe civil difcords, nn 
which he refl:cd his prefent fccurity, and fm.tH.led his 
hopes cf future independance. He entered into a confe-
deracy with the earl of Leicefier, and collecting all the 
force of his principality, invaded Englan<.l with an army 

of 3o,coo men. He ravaged the l.mds of Roge-r de I\1or-
timer a:1d of all the barons, who adhered to the crown g ; 

he marched into Cheihire, and committed Ii1·e dcptYdc:.-
tions on prince Edward's territories; e\ cry pbce, v.;hcrc 

his diforderly troops appeared, 'vas laid waftc v.: ith fire 
and fword; and though Mortimcr, a gallant and c_·pcrt 
fold ;cr, made fl:out refifl:auce, it was found nccefEu_ , th<1t 

the prir.ce himfelf fhould head the a:·my againfi. this ill-
vader. Edward repulfed prince Lcwcll~ n, and oblio-cd 
him to take ihclter in the mount:1ins of 1 r orth \:V ales : 
But he '?vas prevented from making Cuthcr progrcfs againfl: 
the enemy, by the dilorJers, which ioon <:.t"ter broke out 
jn England. 

THE vVellh invafion was the z;.ppointc{l fignal for the 

malcontent barons to rife in arms; and Lciccfrer · 111ing 
over fec:etly from France, collcCled all the forces of his 
party, and commenced an open rebellion. He feizcd the per
fan of the biihop of Hereford; a prebte obno;·ious to aH 
the inferior clergy, on account- of his d \'otrd attachment 

to the court of Rome'. Sin.~on, b:fiwp of :T orwich, and 

g Chrlln. Dunfr. vol. i, p. 354• 
r· ~ 8 £. 39~ .• 
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c H A P. John l'Vlanfel, becaufe they had publifhed the pope's bullt 
~~ abfol ving the king and kingdom from their oaths to ob-

u63. ferve the provifions of Oxford, were made prifoners, apd 

expof(:d to the rage of the party. The king's demefncs 

were ravaged with unbounded fury i; ~nd as it was Lei

cefter's intcrefi to allure to his fide:~ by the hopes of plun-:: 

der, all the diforderly ruffians in England, he gave them 

a general licence to pillage the barons of the oppofite 

party, and even all neutral perfons. But one of the prin

Cipal refources of his fatl:ion was the populace of the cities~ 

particularly of London; and as he had, by his hypocriti

cal prctcnfions to fanB:ity, and his zeal againfi Rome~ 

engaged the monks and lower ccclefiafiics in his party, his 
domi~ion over the inferior rapks of men became uncon

troulable. Thomas Fitz-Richard, mayor of London, a 
furious and licentious men, gave the countenance of au

thority to thofe diforders in t~e capital ; and having de

~lared war againfi- the fubftantial citizens, he loofcned all 
the bands of government, by which that turbulent city 
'\Yas commonly but ill refi:rained. On the approach of 
Eaf'cer, the zeal of fuperfiition, the appetite for plunder, 

or ·what is often as prevalent with the populace as either 

of thefe motives, the 'pleafure of committing havoc and 

ddhucrion, prompted t~em to attack the un~appy Jews, 
who were firfr pillaged without refifiance, then ma!facred~ 

~o the number of five hundred perfons k. The Lombard 

bankers were next expofed to the rage of the people ; and 

though, by taking fanB:uary in the churches, they efcaped 

~ , v.-ith their lives, all their money and goods ~eca~e a prey 

to the licentious multitude. Even the houfes of the rich 

citizens, though Englifh, were attacked by night; an4 

way was made by fword and by fire to th~ pillage of their 

,goods, and often to the deftruction of their perfons. The 

nueen, who~ th~ugh fhe was defended by the Tower, was 

~ Trivet, P• 1.Ilo M. Weft. p, 382, . . . k Chron, T. Wykes, P· 59• 

terrifie~ 
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erri cd by the neighbourhood of fuch dangerous corn- C H A P. 

motions, refolved to go by water to the caftle ofVv.,.indfor; ~ 
but as {be approached the bridge, the populace a!fembled 12Ci3. 

againft her : The cry ran, d;·owlt the witch ; and bdidcs 
abufing her with the moft opprobrious language, and pelt-

ing her with rotten eggs and dirt, they had prepared large 
fi:ones to fink her barge, when fhe !hould attempt to 

fhoot the bridge ; and fhe was fo frightened that fne re-
turned to the Tower '. 

THE violence and fury of Leicefi:er's faction had rifcn 
to fuch a height in all parts of England, that the king, 

unable to refifr their power, was obliged to fet on foot a 
treaty of peace; and to make an accommodation with the 
barons on the mofi: difadvantageous terms 111

• He agreed x8th July. 

to confirm anew the provifions of Oxford, even thofe 

which entirely annihilated the royal authority ; and the 

barons were again re-infrated in the fovereignty of the 

kingdom. They refrored Hugh le Defpenfer to the of-

fice of high jufi:iciary; they appointed their own crea-

tures :lheriffs in every county of England; they took pof-
feffion of all the royal caftles and fortreffes ; they even 

named all the officers of the king's hou:lhold; and they 

fummoned a parliament to meet at vVefrminfter in order I4th0cl:. 

to fettle more fully their plan of government. They here 

produced a new lift of twenty-four barons, to whom they 

propofed, that the adminifi:ration fhould be entirely com-

mitted; and they infifi:cd, that the authority of this junto 

fhould continue,. not only during the reign of the king, 

but alfo during that of prince Edward. 

THIS prince, the life and foul of the royal party, had 

unhappily, before the king's accommodation with the ba

rons, been taken prifoner by Leicefter in a parley at 

Windfor n ; and that misfortune, more than any other 

1 Chron. T. Wylces, p. 51• m Chron. Dunft. vol, i. p. 358, 

Trivet, p. 2.II! n M. Paris, p. 66~. Trivet, P• Zl3· 

0 + incident, 
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c H A P. incident, had determined Henry to fubmit to the ignomi
~~ nious conditions impofed upon him. But Edward, hav. 

Reference 
to the king 
of france, 

ing recovered his liberty by the treaty, employed his 
activity in defending the prerogatives of his family; and 
he gained a great party even among thofe who had at firfr 
adhered to the caufe of the barons. His coufin, Henry 
d' Allmaine, Roger Bigod earl marelhal, earl Warrenne, 
Humphrey Bohun earl of Hereford, John lord Baffet, 
Ralph Baffet, Hamon l'Efrrange, Roger Mortimer, Henry 

de Piercy, Robert de Brus, Roger de Leyborne, with 
almofr all the Lords Marchers, as they were called, on the 
borders of Wales and Scotland, the mofr warlike parts of 
~he kingdom, declared in favour of the royal caufe; and 
~ofl:ilities, which were fcarcely well compofed, were again 
renewed in every part of England. But the near balance 

of the parties, joined to the univerfal clamour of the peo
ple, obliged the king and barons to open anew the nego
tiations for peace; and it was agreed by both fides to fub
mit the differences entirely to the arbitration of the king 

of France 0
• 

THIS virtuous prince, the only man, who, in like 
circumfrances, could fafely have been intrufted with 
fuch an authority by a neighbouring nation, had neyer 
ceafed to in terpofe his good offices between the Engli!h 
factions; and had even, during the fhort interval of 
peace, invited over to Paris both the king and the earl o,f 

Leiccfter, in order to accommodate the differences be
tween them ; but found, that the fears and animofities 
on both fides, as well as the ambition of Leicefter, were 
fo violent, as to render all his endeavours ineffeetual. 

But when this folemn appeal, ratified by the oaths and 

fubfcrip:tions of the leaders in both factions was made to 
' his judgment, he was not difcouraged from purfuing hi~ 

P M. Paris, p. 668. Chron. T. W{k:s, P• 58. W, Hellling. p; sSo. 
Ch~on. Dunft, vol. i. p. 363. 



H E N R Y III. 

honourable purpofe: He fumrnoned the ftates of France c H A P 
~ Xll. 

at Amiens; and there, in the prefence of that afiernbly, ~~ 
as well as in that of the king of England and Peter de 1264• 

Montfort, Leicefter's fon, he brought this great caufe to 
a trial and examination. It appeared to him, that the 
provifions of Oxford, even had they not been extorted by 
force, had they not been fo exorbitant in their natt1re and 
fubverfive of the ancient confritution, were exprefsly efra-
blifhed as a tern porary expedient, anc.l could not, without 
breach of tru:ft, be rendered perpetual by the barons. He 
therefore annulled thefe provifions; reftored to the king z3d Jan, 
the pofTdJion of his caftles, and the power of nomination 
to the great offices ; allowed him to retain what foreign-
ers he pleafed in his kingdom, and even to confer on them 
places of truft and dignity ; and in a word, re-eft"-.blifhed 
the royal power in the fame condition on v.rhich it ftood 
before the meeting of the parliament at Oxford. But 
while he thus fuppreffed dangerous innovations, and pre-
fcrved unimpaired the prerogatives of the Englifh crown, 
he was not negligent of the rights of the people ; and be-
fides ordering that a general amnefty fhould be granted 
f<;>r all paft offences, he declared, that his award was not 
any wife meant to derogate from the privileges and liber-
ties which the ;11ation enjoyed by any former conccffions 
or charters of the crown P. • 

THIS equitable fcntencc was no fooner ~nown in Eng
land, than Leicefi:er an~ his confederates determined to 
reject it, and to have recourfe to arms, in order to pro
cure to thcmfclvcs more fare and aclvantageous condi-
tions from the king q. Without regard to his oaths and !-.er.ewal of 
fubfcriptions, thaf c:nterprizing confpirator dirc ''ttJ his t ~!' ~- idl 

. "Mh 
two fons, Richard a.r:d ~etcr de .l'viontfort, in conjuutl:ion 
.with Robcrt de Fcrrars, earl of Derby, to ~ttack the city 

P Rymcr, vol. i, p. 776, 777, &c. Chr.in. T. Wykes, F• 58. Kny[;hton, 
f• 2416, . q Chron. Dunft. vol. i. p 363. 
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c H A P. ofWorccfrer; while Henry and Simon de Montfort, tv: 
~ others of his fons, a:ffifred by the prince of Wales, were 

u64. ordered to lay wafre the e:ftate of Roger de Morti
mer. He himfelf refiued at London; and employing as 
his in:ftrument, Fitz-Richard, the feditiow~ mayor, who 
had violently and illegally prolonged his authority, he 
wrought up that city to the highe:ft ferment and agitation. 

The populace formed themfelves into bands and compa
nies; chofe leaders; praB:ifcd all military exercifes; com
mitted violence on the royalifts: And to give them greater 
countenance in their di:forders, an affociation was entered 
into between the city and eighteen great barons, never to 
make peace with the king but by common confent and 
approbation. At the head of thof(! who fwore to main
tain this affociation, were the earls of Leicefrer, Glocefrer 
and Derby, with le Defpenfer, the chief ju:fticiary; men 
who had all previoufly fworn to fubmit to the award of 
the French monarch. Their only pretence for this breach 
of faith, was, that the latter part of Lewis's fentence was, 
as they affirmed, a contradiction to the former: He rati
fied the charter of liberties, yet annulled the provifions of 
Oxford; which were only calculated, as they maintained, 
to preferve that charter ; and without which, in their efri

mation, they had no fecurity for its obfervance. 

THE king and prince, finding a civil war inevitable, 
prepared themfelves for defence; and fummoning the mi
litary vaffals from all quarters, and being reinforced by 
Baliol lord of Galloway, Brus lord of Annand~le, Henry 

Piercy, John Comyn r, and other barons of the north, 
they compofed an army, formidable as well from its num
bers, as its military prowefs and experience. The ndl: 
enterprize of the royalifis was the attack of Northampton; 

:which was defended by Simon de Montfort, with many 
of the principal barons of that party: And a breach being 

r Ry:ner, vol i, p. 772. M, Weft, p. 385. Ypod. Neuft, P• 469. 
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n1ade in the walls by Philip Bafet, the pl~cc was carried c H A J>. . xn. 
py afi:·mlt, and both the gove.i· 1or and the garnfon were s..:--.~ 

made prifoners. The royalifis marched thence to Lciccf- h12E4:1 . 5t Apn • 
ter and Nottingham; both which places having opened 

their gates to them, prince Edward proceeded with a 

debchment into the county of Derby, in orJer to ravage 

:with fire and [word the lands of the earl of that name, and 

take revenge on him for his difloy::llty. Like maxims of 

war prevailed with both parties throughout E 1gland; and 

the kingdom was thus expofed in a moment to greater de

vafiation, from the animofities of the rival barons, than it 

would have fuffe1ed from many years of foreign or even 

domcfiic hoftilities, conduEted by more humane and more 

generous principles. 
THE earl of Leicefter, ma:!ler of London, and of the 

counties in the fouth-eafi: of England, formed the ficge 
of Rochcfrer, which alone declared for the king in thofe 

parts, and which, bcfidcs earl Warrenne, the governor, 
was garrifoned by many noble and powerful barons of the 

royal party. The king and f'rince hafi:ened from Not
tingham, where they were then quartered, to the relief of 

the place ; and on their approach, Leiceftcr raifed the 

fiege and retreated to London, which, being the center 

9f his power, he was afraid, might, in his abfence, fall 

into the king's hands, either by force, or by a corre

fpondence with the principal citizens, who were all 

fecretly inclined to the royal caufe. Reinforced by a 

great body of Londoners, and having fummoned his par
tizans from all quarters, he thought himfelf ftrong enough 

to hazard a general battle with the royalifts-, and to deter

mine the fate of the nation in one great engagement; 

~hich, if it proved fuccefsful, muft be decifive againft 
the king, who had no retreat for his broken troops in 

thofe parts; while Leicefter himfelf, in cafe of any fini
ftcr accident, could eafily take fuelter in the city . . To 
~ive the better colouring to his caufe, he previoufly fent 

amdfage 
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c ~~. P. a mdfage witr. conditions of peace to Henry, fubmiffive 
V"'V"'oi in the language, but exorbitant in the demands s; and 

u64. when the mefenger returned with the lie and defiance 
from the king) the prince, and the king of the Romans, 
he fent a new mefiage, renouncing, in the name of him
felf and of the affociated barons, all fealty and allegiance 
to Henry. He then marched out of the city with his 
army, divided into four bodies: The firft commanded by 
his two fons, Henry and Guy de Montfort, together 
with Humphrey de Bohun, earl of Hereford, who had 
deferted to the barons ; the fecond led by the earl of 
Glocefter, with William de Montchefney and John Fitz 
John; the third, compofed of Londoners, under the 
command of Nicholas de Segrave ; the fourth headed by 
himfelf in perJon. The biihop of Chichefl:er gave a ge
neral abfolution to the army, accompanied with a!fur
ances, that, i~ any of them fell in the enfuing action, 
they would infallibly be received into heaven, as the, re
ward of their fuffering in fo meritorious a caufe. 

LEICESTER, who polfeffoo great talents for war, con
~;~~:~~f ducted his ma:ch with fuch ikill and fecrecy, that he had 
14th May. well nigh furprized the royalifis in their quarters at Lcwes 

in Suffex : But the vigilance and atli vity of prince Edward 
foon repaired this negligence; and he led out the king's 
army to the field in three bodies. He himfelf conducred the 
van, attended by earl vVarrenne and \Villiam de Valence: 
The main boC:y was commanded by the king of the Ro
mans and his fon Henry : The king himfclf was placed 
in the rear at the head of his principal nobility. Prince 
Edward ruihed upon the Londoners, who h,ad demanded 
the pofr of honour in leading the re bel army, but who, from 
their ignorance of difcipline and want of experience, were 
ill fitted to refifr the gentry and military men, of whom. 
~he prince's body was compofcd. They were broken in an 

s .M. Paris, ~· 669. W. Heming. P• 583. 
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in£hnt. were chafed off the field; anc Edward, tranf- c H A P. 
' XII 

ported by his martial ardour, and eager to revenge the ~ 
infolence of the Londoners againfi his mother r, put them u64. 

to the fword for the length of four miles, without giving 
them any quarter, and without refleaing on the fate, 

which in the mean time attended the r;fi: of ·the army. 

The earl of Leicefier feeing the royalifis :brown into con-
fufion by their eagernefs in purfuit of pltnder, led on his 
remaining troops againfl: the bodies conmanded by the 
two royal brothers : He defeated with great !laughter the 
forces headed by the king of the Romans ; and that mo-
narch was obliged to yield himfelf prifor.er to the earl of 
Glocefrer: He penetrated to the body, where the king 
himfelf was placed, threw it into diforder, purfued his ad-
vantage, chafed it imo the town of Lewes, and obliged 
Henry to furrender himfelf pri.foner u. 

PRINCE Edward, returning to the field of battle from 
his precipitate purfuit of the Londoner~, was aftonifhcd 
to find it covered with the dead bodies of his f1iends, and 
fiill more to hear, that his father and uncle were defeated 
and taken prifoners, and that Arundel: Comyn, llrus, 

Hamon l'Efi:range, Roger Leybourne, and all the confi
dcrable barons of his party, \Verc in t.1c hands of the 
viB:orious enemy. Earl W L!rrcnne, !hgh igoJ, anu 
Willi:1.m de Valence, ihuck with dc(pair at this \'ent, 
immediately took to flight, hurried to I"'ev~nccy, and 
made their efcapc beyond fca w : But the pt inc~, int:epiJ 
amidfl: the greatcfi: difafi:crs, cJ~horteJ l::s ;roops to revenge 
the death of their friends, tv rdieve th; royd captives, 
and to fnatch an cafy conqueH: from :ln enemy, diiurdcred 
by their own victory x. H' found h!!; {oilowcrs inti:11i

(lat<:d by their fitu:<ticn ; while Leicefier, afr:tid of a fud-

t M. Paris, p. 67o. Chror.. T. \'Jjkes, p. 6!. W. Heming. p. 5S3. 
M. Weft. p. 387. Yro,l, Ncuft. p. 469, 1 • Kn;gh: ·:1, p. ~45:::. 

u M. P~ri~, f'· 670. M. Weft. p. 33;. '\ Ch.:''H'· T. W)!~e::,_ 
p. Ljo X W.lier:.ing. p. S ';.. 

den 
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c H A P. den and violent blow from the prince, amufed him By a 
~ feigneq negQtiation, till he was able to recal his troop3 

u64. from th~ ptufuit, and to bring them into order Y, There 
now appeared no farther refource to the royal party; fur. 

rounded by the armies and garrifons of the enemy, de. 

ftitute of forage and provifions, and deprived of their 

fovereign, as wdl as of their principal leaders, who could 

alone infpirit them to an obftinate refiftance. The prince, 

therefore, was obliged to fubrnit to Leicefter's terms, 
which were fhort and fevere, agreeably to the fuddennef~ 

and ncce:ffity of the fituation. He fripulated, that he and 

Henry d' Allmaine fnould furrender themfelves prifoners as 

pledges in lieu of the two kings ; that all other prifoners 

on both fiJcs :lhould be releafed z ; and that in order to 

fettle fully the terms of agreement, application fhould be 

made to the king of F ranee, that he :lhould name fix 
Frenchmen, three prelates, and three noblemen: Thefe 
fix to chufe t\VO others of their own country: And thefe 

two to chufe one Engli{hman, who, in conjuntl:ion with 

themfelves, were to be invefted by both parties with full 

powers to make what regulations .they thought proper for 

the fettlement of the kingdom. The prince and youn~ 
Henry accordingly delivered themfelves into Leicefi:er's 
hands, who fcnt them under a guard to Dover cafi:le, 
Such are the terms of agreement, commonly called the 
M~(e of Lewes, from an obfolete French term of that 
meaning : For it appears, that all the gentry and nobi

lity of England, who valued themfelves on their Norman 

ext.r,-aB.ion, and vYho difdained the language of their native 

country, made familiar ufe of the French tongue, till this 
period, and for fome time after. 

LEICESTER had no fooner obtained this great advan

t:Ige, and got the whole royal family in his power, than 

z. M. Paris, P• 67i. Knyghton, p. 245'' 

he 



H E N R Y III. 207 

e openly violated every articfe of the treaty, and acted C H A P. 

as foie mafrer, and even tyrant of the kingdom. He frill ~ 
detained the king in effect a prifoner, and made ufe of n64. 

that prince's authority to purpofes the m oft prejudicial to 
his interefrs, and the m oft oppreffive of his people a. He 
every were difarmed the royalifts, and kept all liis own 
partizans in a military pofiure b : He obferved the fame 
partial conduct in the delivery of the captives, and even 
threw many of the royalifts into prifon, befides thofe who 
were taken in the battle of Lewes : He carried tl e king 
from place to place, and obliged all the royal cafiles, on 
pretence of Henry's commands, . to receive a governor· and 
garrifon of his own appointment: All the officers of the 
crown and of the houfehold were named by him; and the 
whole authority, as well as arms of the fl:ate, was lodged 
in his hands : He infl:ituted in the counties a new kind of 
magiftracy, endowed with new and arbitrary powers, 
that of confervators of the peace c : His avarice ap-
peared barefaced, and might induce us to q_ueftion th~ 
grcatnefs of his ambition, at leaft the largenefs of his 
mind, if we had not reafon to think, that he intended to 
employ his acquifitions as the inftruments for attaining 
farther power and grandeur. He feized the efrates of no 
lefs than eighteen barons, as his fhare of the fpoil gained 
in the battle of Lewes : He engrofied to himfelf the ran-
fom of all the prifoners ; and told his barons, with a 
wanton infolence, that it was fufficient for them, that he 
had faved them by that viCtory from the for:feitures and 
attainders which hung over them d : He even treated the 
earl of Glocefrer i~ the fame injurious manner, and appli-
ed to his own ufe the ranfom of the king of the Ro-
mans, who in the field of battle had yielded 1imiclf pri ... 

a Rym r, vol. i. p. 790, 791, &c, b Ibid. p. 79)• Brady'~ 
appea!s, Nv :nr, 212. c :1ron, T. Wykes; P• 63"' c: Rymer, vol. i. 
·~92• d Knyghton, p. 2451, 

foner 
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c H A P. foner to that nobleman. Henry, his eldeft fan, made a 
XII. 

\...--v--.J monopoly of all the wool in the kingdom; the only 
1:1.64. valuable commodity for foreign markets which it at that 

time produced e. The inhabitants of the cinque-ports, 

during the prefent difTolution of government, betook 

themfelves to the mofr licentious piracy, preyed on the 

{hips of all nations, threw the mariners into the fea, and 

by thefe praCl:ices foon banifhed all merchants from the 

Englifh coafrs and harbours. Every foreign commodity 
rofe to an exorbitant price; and woollen cloth, which 

the Englifh had not then the art of dying, was wc:-n by 
them white, and without receiving the lafr hand of the 

manufaCl:urer. In anfwer to the complaints which arofe 
on this occafion, Leiceil:er replied, that the kingdom 
could well enough fubfift within itfelf, and needed no 

intercourfe with foreigners. And it was found, that he 

even combined with the pyrates of the cinque-ports, and 

received as his £hare the third of their prizes f. 

No farther mention was made of the reference to the 

king of France, fo efTential an article in the agreement of 

Lewes; and Leicefrer fummoned a parliament, compofeJ 

altogether of his own parti~an~, in order to rint, by 
their authority, that power, which he had ~cquired by fiJ 
much violence, and which he ufed with fo much tyr~nny 

and injufrice. An ordinance was there paff.-.d, to v·hich 

the king,s confent had been previoufly extorted, that 

every aB: of roya1 power fhould be cxcr~ifed by a council 
Qf nine perfons, who were to be chofen and remove~ by 
the majority of three, Leicefrer himfelf, the e~rl of Glo* 
cefier, and the bifhop of Chichefter g. By this intrica 

plan of government, the fcepter was really put into Lci
cefier's hands ; as he had the entire direction of the bifhop 
of Chichefrcr, and thereby commar:ded all the rei(;!mi()n.J 

c Chron. T. Wykes, p. 65. f IbiJ. g Ryma, ;ol. i. 

p. 793• Brady's App. No :US• 
of 
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6f the council of three, who could appoint or clifcard at C H. A P. 

pleafure every member of the fupreme council. \...--":~ 
BuT it was impo.ffible that things could long remairl 1264. 

il1 this frrange fituation. It behoved Leiccftcr either to 
defcend with fome peril into the rank of a fubjeB:, or to 
mount up with no Iefs into that of a fovereign; and his am-
bition, unreftr~ined either by fear or by principle, gave too 
much reafon to fufpect him of the latter intention. :rv1ean 
while, he was expo fed to anxiety from every quarter; and 
felt that the fmallcfr incident was capable of overturning 
that immenfe and ill-cemented fabric, which he had 
reared. The queen, whom her hu!band had left abroad, 
had colleCted in foreign parts an army of defperate adven-
turers, and had aifembled a great number of fhips, -vvith 
a view of invading the kingdom, and of bringing relief to 
her unfortunate family. Lewis, detefting Leicefrer's ufur-
pations and perjuries, and difgufred at the Englifh barons, 
who had refufed to fubmit to his award, fecretly favoured 
all her cnterprizes, and was generally believed to be mak-
ing preparations for the fame purpofe. An Englifh army, 
by the pretended authority of the captive king, was aifem-
bled on the fea-coafl: to oppofe this projeCted invafion h; 

but Leicefter owed his fecurity more to crofs winds, which 
long detained and at lafr difperfed and ruined the qucen,s 
flc.ct, than to any refifiance, which, in their pre[cnt fitu-
ation, could have been CX?eCted from the Englifh. 

LEICESTER found himfelf better able to refill: the [pi
ritual thunders, which were levelled againfr him. The 
pope, frill adhering to the king's caufe againfi: the barons, 
difpatched cardinal Guido as his legate into England, 
with orders to excommunicate by name the three earls, 
Leiccfi:er, G1ocefi:er, ai1d Norfolk, and all others in ge
n~ral, who concurred in tlie oppteffion ·and captivity of 

h Brady's App. No zr6, Z.I7 . Chron, Duu£t, vol, i, p. 3~3. M. We!l. 
P·l35· 

VoL. IT. P their. 
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C H A P. their fovcrcia-n i. Lcicdler menaced the legate with 
XII. o 

·~ death, if he fet foot within the kingdom; but Guido, 

Iz.G4. meeting in France the birnops of Winchcfler, London, 
and 'Vorcc:fler, who had been fcnt thither on a negoti

ation, commanded them, under the penalty of ecclefia

fiical ccnfures, to carry his bull into England, and to 
publiili it againfr the barons. '\Vhen the prelates arrived 

off the coaft, they were boarded b)' the pyratical mariners 

of the cinque-ports, to whom prob:1bly they gave a hint 

of the cargo, which they brought along with them: The 
bull was torn and thrown in the fea; which furnifhcd 

the artful prelates with a plaufiblc cxcufe for not obeying 

the orders of the legate. Lcicefier appealed from Guido 
to the pope in perfon; but before the ambaHadors, ap

pointed to defend his caufe, could reach Rome, the pope 

was dc<d; and they found the legate himfelf, from whom 

they had appealed, feated on the papal throne, under the 

name of Urban IV. That daring leader was no wife dif· 

mayed with this event; and as he found that a great 

part of his popularity in England was founded on his op
pcfition to Rome, which was now become odious, he 

perfified with the more obfiinacy in the profecution of his 

H!i5• 
zoth Jan, 

Hc'lufe of' 
commons. 

meafurcs. 

THAT he might both cncreafe, and turn to advantage 

his popularity, Leicefl:er fummoned a new parliament in 

London, where, he kncvv-, his power was uncontrolable; 

and he fixed this aH'embly on a more democratical bafis, 

than any which had ever been fummoned fince the founda .. 

tion of the monarchy. Befides the barons of his own party, 
and feveral ccclefiafiics, who were not immediate tenants 

of the crown ; he ordered returns to be made of two 
knights from every !hire, and what is more remarkable, 

of deputies from the boroughs, an order of men, which 

i Rymer, vol. i. p, 7~S, Chron, Dunft, vQ}, i. p. 373• 
in T 
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in former ages had always been regarded as too mean to c H A P. 

· 1 · h · I '1 k Th' · d · xn. enjoy apace m t e natwna councLs . 1s peno Is ...,. -.....~ 

commonly efreemed the epoch of the houfe of commons 1265. 

in England; and it is certainly the firft time, that hifro-

rians fpeak of any reprefentatives fent to parliament by 

the boroughs. In all the general accounts given in pre-
ceding times of thofe affemblies, the p:elates and barons 

only are mentioned as the confrituent members; and even 
in the moft particular narratives delivered of parliamentary 

tranfaCl:ions, as in the trial of Thomas a Becket, where 
the events of each day, and almoft of each hour, are 
carefully recorded by contemporary authors 1, there is not, 
throughout the whole, the leaft appearance of a houfe of 

commons. But though that houfe derived its exifience 

from fo precarious and even fo invidious an origin as Lei· 

cefrer's ufurpation, it foon proved, when fummoned by 

the legal princes, one of the moft ufefui, and, in pro-
cefs of time, one of the moft powerful members of 
the national confiitution ; and gradually refcued the king-
dom from arifiocratical as well as from regal tyranny. 

But Lcicefrer's policy, if we muft afcribe to him fo great 

a bleffing, only forwarded by fome years an infritution, 
for which the general frate of things had already prepared 
the nation ; and it is otherwife inconceivable, that a 
plant, fet by fo inaufpicious a hand, could have attained 

to fo vigorous a growth, and have flourifhed in the mid£1: 
of fuch tempefrs and convulfions. The feudal fyftem, 

with which the liberty, much more the power of the 

commons, was totally incompatible, began gradual1y to 

decline; and both the king and the commona1ty, who 
felt its inconvenicncies, contributed to favour this new 
power, which was more fubmiffive than the barons to the 
regular authority of the crown, and at the fame time. 

afforded protection to the inferior orders of the Rate. 

k R ymer, rol. i. p. So~. 
lloH~cen) · ..: . 

p 2 

1 F itz Stc,Fhen, Hift. ~adrip. 

LEICESTER, 
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C H A P. LEICESTER, having thus affembled a parliament of his 
• XII. a· h h f h ~ own model, and trun.mg to t e attac ment o t e popu-

n6s. lace of London, feized the opportunity of crufhing his 
rivals among the powerful barons. Robert de Ferrars, 
earl of Derby, was accnfcd in the king's name, feized, 
and committed to cuHody, without being brought to any 
legal trial m. John Giffonl, menaced with the fame fate, 
fled from London, and took ilielter in the borders of 
\Vales. Even the earl of Glocefier, whofe power and 

influence had fo much contributed to the fuccefs of the 
barons, but who was of late extremely difgufied with 

Leicefier's arbitrary conduct, found himfeif in danger 
from the prevailing authority of his ancient confederate; 

and he retired from parliament r.. This known diffenfion 

gave courage to all Leiccfier's enemies and to the king's 

friends; who were now fure of protctlion from fo potent 

a leader. Though Roger M01·timer, Hamon L'Efhange, 

and other powerful marchers of Wales, had been obliged 
to le:1ve the kingdom, their authority !till remained over 

the territories fubjeCl:ed to their jurifditl:ion; and there 

were many others who were difpofcd to give difrurbance 
to the new government. The animofities, infeparable 
from the feudal ariitocracy, broke out with fre!h violence, 

and threatened the kingdom with new convuHions and 

diforders. 
THE earl of LFICESTF.R, furrounded with thefe diffi

culties, embraced a meafure, from which he hoped to 

rfap fome prefent advantage~, but which proved in the 
end the fource of ail his future calamities. The aCtive 

•and intrepid prince Edward h2.d bngui!hed in prifon ever 

fince the fatal batt1e of . Le N"es ; and as he was extremely 
popular in the kingdom, there arofe a ge!1eral dcfire of 

teeing him again refiorecl to liberty 0 • Leiccfrcr finding, 

m Chron. T. Wykes, p. 66. Ann, Wav · rl. P• 2-16. n M. Pa· 

ris, P• 671, Ann. Waverl; p. :u6. " Knyghton, p. 24-51. 

that 
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that he could with difficulty oppofe the concurring wi!hes c H A P. 

f h . Jl.• I d . h h . h . XII. o t e nat10n, mpu ate Wit t e prmce, t at, m retur.o, ..._,......~ 

he fuould order his adherents to deliver up to the barons, u6sz 

all their cafl:les, particularly thofe on the borders of 
Wales; and fuould fwear neither to depart the kingdom dur-
ing three years, nor introduce into it any foreign forcesP. 
The king took an oath to the fame effect, and he alfo 
paffed a charter, in which he confirmed the agreement or 
jl;Jije of Lewes; and even permitted his fubjeB:s to rife 
in arms again:fl: him, if he fhould ever attempt to in-
fringe it 9. So little care did Leice:fl:er take, though he 
confrantly made ufe of the authority of this captive prince, 
to preferve to him any appearance of royalty or kingly 
prerogatives ! 

IN confequence of this treaty, prince Edward was 
brought into W eftminfl:er-hall, and was declared free by uth March. 

the barons : But infi:ead of really recovering his liberty, 
as he had vainly expetl:ed, he found, that the whole 
tranfaB:ion was a fraud on the part of Leicefi:er ~ that 
he himfelf frill continued a prifoner at large, and was 
guarded by the emiffaries of that nobleman; and that, • 
while the faction reaped all the benefit from the perfor-
mance of his part of the treaty, care was taken that he 
fuould enjoy no aJvantage by it. As Glocefi:er, on his 
rupture with the barons, had retired for fafety to his 
efi:ates on the borders of Wales ; Leicefi:er followed him 
with an army to Hereford r, continued frill to menace 
and negotiate, and that he might add authority to his 
caufe, he carried both the king and prince along with 
him. The earl of Glocefter here concerted with young 
Edward the manner of that prince's efcape. He found 
means to convey to him a horfe of extraordinary fwift .. 
nefs; and appointed Roger Mortimer, who had returned 

P Ann. Waver}, p. z16, '! Blackifton's Mag. Charta. Cbron. 
Dunft, vol. i. p. 378, r Chron, T. ~ykes, p. 67. Ann. Waver}. 
p .• a18. W, Hemin,. p. ~85. Chron, DuQft, vol. j, p. 3S3, 314. 

)! 3 into 
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c H A P. into the kingdom, to be readY. at hand with a fmall party 
XII. . h , . d d h' 1 .f '-'v"-.1 to recetve t e pnnce, an to guar 1m to a pace o 
12 s £1.!ety. Edward pretended to take the air with fome of 

:;t8tlJ fvi.,y. 
Leiccfrer's retinue, who were his guards ; and making 
matches between their horfes, after he thoug',l t he had 
tired and blown them fufficicntly, he fuddenly mounted 
Glocefr~r's horfe, and called to his attendants, that he 
had long enough enjoyed tht> pleafure of their company, 
and now bid them adieu. They followed him for fome 
time, without being able to overtake him ; and the ap
pe2trance of l\1.ortimer with.' his company put an end to 
their purfuit. 

THE royalifrs, fecretly prepared for this event, imme
diately flew to arms ; and the joy of this gallant prince's 
ddiverance, the oppreffions under which the nation la
boured, the expeCtation of a new fcene of affairs, and 
the countenance of the earl of Glocefi:er~ procured Ed
ward an army which Leicefi:er was utterly unable to 
withfi:and. This nobleman found himfelf in a remote 
quarter of the kingdom; furrounded by his enemies; 
barred of all communication with his friends by the Se
verne, whofe bridges Edward had broken down ; and 
obliged to fight the caufe of his party under thefe multi
rlied difadvantages. In this extremity he wrote to his 
fon, Simon de Montfort, to hafren from London with 
an army for his relief; and Simon had advanced to Kenil
worth with that view, where, fancying that all Edward's 
force and attention were directed againfr his father, he 
lay ~ecure and unguarded. But the prince, making a 
fudden :and forced march, furprized him in his camp, 
difperfed his army, and took the earl of Oxford, and 
many other noblemen prifoners, almofr without refifrance. 
Leicefier, ignorant of his fan's fate, paffed the Severne 
in boats during Edward's abfence, and lay at Evefham, 
in expeCtation of being every hour joined by his friends 
f~om Lo?don : When the prince, who availed himfelf of 

every, 
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every favourable moment, appeared in the .fic1d before C H A P. 
XIT. 

him. Edward made a body f his troops advance from ~--.J 
the road which led to Kenih•1•orth, and ordered them to 1265: 

Battle o: 
carry the banners taken from Simon's army; while he Evdham, 

l · r. If. k' · · · 1 h 11. f h' c and d ~at h. 11m1e , ma mg a cu-cu1t Wltll t e ren: o IS 10rces, L~:ce/ler, 
propofed to attack the enemy on the other quarter. Lei-4 h AugJil. 

<:eil:er was long deceived by this ilratagem, and took one 
divifion of Ed\vard'; army for his friends; but at la!t, 
perceiving his miftakc, and ob:erving the great fuperio-
rity :md cxcc1leut difpofition of the royalifis, he cxcbim-
ed, that they had learned from him the art of war ; ad-
ding, " The Lord have mercy on our fouls, for I fc~e , 
" our bodies arc the prince's." The battle immediately 
began, though on very unequal t~rms. Lciceil:er's army, 
by living in the mountains of Wales without bread, 
which was not then much ufed among the inhabitants, 
had been extremely weakened by fickne[s and dcfcrtion, 
and was foon broken by th::: vidorious royaliHs; v.rhile 
his W ellh allies, accuftomed only to a defultory kind of 
war, immeJiately took to Right, and were purfued with 
great flaughter. Lciceuer himft.lf, ar..<ing for quarter, 
was flain in the heat of the action, with his cldcH: fon 
Henry, Hugh le Defpenfcr, and about one hundred and 
[rxty knights, and many other gentlemen of his party. 
The old king had been purpofcly placed by the rebels in 

the front of the battle; and being cbd in armour, and 
thereby not known by his friends, he reccivc<f a wound, 
and was in d:mger of his lif~ : But cryin.; out, I am 
Iienry of lf/inchcjler, your king, he was faved; and put 
in a place of fafety by his fon, who flevr to his refcuc. 

THE violence, ingi·atitudc, tyranny, rapacity and trea
chery of the earl of Leicefier, give a very bad idea of 
his moral character, and make us regard his death as 
the mofi happy event, which, in this conjunCture, could 
have happened to the Engli£h nation : Yet mufr we 

P 4 allow 
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allow the man to have po!feffed great abilities, and the ap
pearance of great virtues, who, though a {hanger, could, 

at a time when fl:ra11gers were the mofl: odious, and the 

mofr univerfally qecried, have acquired fo extenfive an 

interefl: in the kingdom, and have fo nearly paved his 

way to the throne itfelf. His military capacity, and his 
political craft, were equally eminent : He poffcffed the 
~alents both of governing men and condutl:L.1g bufinefs: 
And though his ambition was boundlefs, it feems neither 

to have exceeded h:is courage nor his genius; and he 
had the hap?inefs of making the low populace, as well 

~s the haughty barons, co-operate towards the fuccefs 

of his felfi!h and dangerous purpofes. A prince of greater 
ability and vigour than Henry might have direCted the 
talents of this nobleman either :o the exaltation of his 

throne, or to the good of his people: But the advantages 
given to Leice:fi:er, by the weak and variable adminifira
tion of the king, brought en the ruin of royal authority, 
and produced great confufions in the ~ingdom, which 
however in the end preferved and extremely improved 
national liberty, and the confiitution. His popularity, 

even after his death, continued fo great, that, though 
excommunicated by Rome, the people believed him to 
be a faint ; and many miracles we~e faid to be wrought 

¥POD his tombs. 

THE viCtory of Evefbarn, with the death of Leicefrer, 

proved decifive in favour of the royalifis, and made an 

equal, though an oppofite impreffion on friends and ene
mies, in every part of England~ The king of the Ro .. 
mans recovered his liberty: The other pdfoners of the 

.royal party were not only freed, but courted, by their 

keepers : Fitz-Richard:. the feditio\ls mayor of London, 
who had marked out forty of the mofl: wealthy citizens 
for flaughter, immeJiately fl:opped his. hand on receiving 

~ ~hron. de Mailr. p. 232, 

~ntelligence 
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intellio-ence of this bo-reat event: And almo:ft all the cafi:les, c H A P. 
· o · • . XII. 
garrifoned by the barons, ha:ftened to make their fu bm1f- ~ 
!ions, and to open their gates to the king. The ille of n6s. 

Axholme alone, and that of Ely, tru:fting to the :fhength 

of their fituation, ventured to make refi:ftance ; but were 

at laft reduced, as well as the ca:ftle of Dover, by the 
valour and activity of prince Edward t. Adatn de Gour- u66. 

don, a courageous baron, maintained himfelf fome time 
in the forefts _of Hamplhire, committed depredations in 
the neighbourhood, and obliged the prince to lead a 

body of troops into that country againft him. Edward 
attacked the camp of the rebels ; and being tranfported 
by the ardour of battle, leaped oyer the trench with a 

few followers, and encountered Gourdan in fingle com-
bat. The victory was long difputed between thefe valiant 
combatants; but ended at laft in the prince's favour, who 

wounded his antagonift, threw him from his horfe, and 

took him prifoner. He not only gave him his life; but 
introduced him that very night to the queen at Guilford, 
procured him his pardon, re:ftored him to his e:fl:ate, re-
ceived him into favour, and was ever o.fter faithfully 
ferved by him u. 

A TOT A~ vitl:ory of the fovereign over fo extenfive a 

rebellion commonly produces a revolution of government, 

and ftrengthens, as well as eplarg~s, for fome time, the 
prerogatives of the crown : Yet no facrifices of national 

liberty were made on this occafion ; the Great Charter 
remained frill inviolate; and the king, fenfible that his 
own barons, by whof~ affiftance alone he had prevailed, 
were no lefs jealous of their independance than the other 

party, feems thenceforth to have more carefully abftained 
from all thofe exertions of power, which had afforded fa.' 

plaufible a pretence to the rebels. The clemency of this 
victory is alfo remarkable : No blood was lhed on the 

\1 M. Paris, p. 675• 

fcaffold : 
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c H A P. fcaffold : No attainders, except of the lVIountfort family, 
XII. . d . . A d 1 1 

\.--v--.1 were carne mto executiOn : n tnougn a parliament, 
1z66. affembled at Winchefrer, attainted all thofe, who had 

borne arms againfr the king, eafy compofitions were 
made with them for their lands w; and the highefi: fum, 

levied on the mofr obnoxious offenders, exceeded not fiv~:. 
years' rent of their cfrate. Even the earl of Derby, who 

again rebelled, after having been pardoned and rcfiored 
to his fortune, was obliged to pay only feven years' rent, 

and w~s a fecond time refrored. The mild difpofition of 
the king, and the prudence of the prince, tempered the 

infolence of viCtory, and gradually refrored order to the 

feveral members of the :flate, disjointed by fo long a 
continuance of civil wars and commotions. 

'THE city of London, which had carr~ed farthefi the 
rage and animofity againit the king, and which feemed 

determined to frand upon its defence after almoft all the 

kingdom had fubmitted, was, after fome interval, reftored 

to mofr of its liberties and privileges ; and Fitz-Richard, 

the mayor, who had been guilty of fo much illegal vio

lence, was only punifhed by fine and imprifonment. The 

countefs of Leicefrer, the king's fifrer, who had been 

extremely forward in all attacks on the royal family, 

was difmiffed the kingdom with her two fons, Simon 

and Guy, who proved very ungrateful for this lenity. 

Five years afterwards, they affaffinated, at Viterbo in 

Italy, their coufin Henry d' Allmaine, who at that very 
time was endeavouring to make their peace with the 
king; and by taking fanB:uary in the church of the Fran

cifcans, they efcaped the puniiliment due to fo great an 

enormity x. 

u67• THE merits of the earl of Glocefter, after he returned 
to his allegiance, had been fo great, in reftoring the 

w M. Paris, p. 67 5• x Rymer, vol. i. p. 879• vol. ii. P• 4, 5• 
Cluon, T. Wykcs, p. 9-t• W. f~eming. p. 589. Trivet, p. '140• 

prince 
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prince to his liberty, and affifiino- him in his viCtories C H A P. • 

b ,1. b 1 o . 1 11. • f XII. againfl: the re C1 1aus arons, t11at It was a mon: 1mpo - ~....; 

fible to content him in his demands ; and his youth 1267. 

and temerity, as well as his great power, tempted him, on 
fomc new difgufl:, to raife again the flames of rebellion in 
the kingdom. The mutinous populace of London, at 
his infrigation, took to arms ; and the prince was obliged 
to levy an army of 3o,ooo men, in order to fupprefs 
them. Even this fecond rebellion did not provoke the 
king to any acts of cruelty; and the earl of Glocefrer 
P.imfelf efcapcd with total impunity. He was only ob-
liged to enter into a bond of 2o,ooo marks, that he 
iliould never again be guilty of rebellion : A frrangc 
method of enforci~g the laws, and a proof of the dan-
gerous independance of the barons in thofe ages ! Thefe 
potent nohles were, from the danger of the example, 
averfe to the execution of the laws of forfeiture and 
felony againfr any of their fellows ; though they could 
not with a good grace rcfufe to concur in obliging them 
to fulfil any voluntary contract and eng~gcment, into 
which they had entered. 

THE prince, finding the frate of the kingdom tolerably 
compofed, was feduced, by his avidity for glory, and by 
the prejudices of the age, as well as by the earnefr Coli
citations of the king of France, to undertake an expedi
tion againfr the infide~s in the Holy Land Y ; and he 
endeavoured previoufly to fettle the frate in fuch a man
ner, as to dread no bad effects from his abfence. As 
the formidable power and turbulent difpofition of the earl 
of Glocefl:er gave him apprehenfions, he infifl:ed on car
rying him along with him, in confcquence of a vow, 
which that nobleman had made to undertake the fame 
yoyage: In the mean time, he obliged him to refign fome 

Y M. Paris, P• 677• 

of 
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C H A P. of his ca:fHes, and to enter into a new bond not to difiurh 
~ the peace of the kingdom 7 • He failed from England 

1Z7o. with an army; and arrived in Lewis's camp before Tu
nis in Africa, where he found that monarch already dead, 
from the intemperance of the climate and the fatigues of 
his enterprize. 'T'he great, if not only weaknefs of this 
prince in his government was the imprudent paffion for 
crufades; but it was this zeal ch!P:A.y that procured him 
from the clergy the title of St. Lewis, by which he 
is known in the French hiftory; and if that app~llation 

had not been fo extremely profiitutcd, as to become ra
ther a term of reproach, he feems, by his uniform pro
_bity and goodnefs, as well as his piety, to have fully 
merited the title. He was fuccecded by his fon, Philip, 
denominated the Hardy ; a prince of fome merit, though 
much inferior to that of his father. 

PRINCE Edward, not difcouraged by this event, con
tinued his voyage to the Holy Land, where he fignalized 
himfelf by aB:s of valour: Revived the glory of the 
Enghlh name in thofc parts: And :fhuck fuch terror into 
the Saracens, that they employed an affaffin to murder 
him, who wounded him in the arm, but perifhed in the 
~ttempt a. Meanwhile, his abfence from England was 
attended with many of thofe pernicious confeq uences, 
which had been dreaded from it. The laws were not 
executed: 'rhe barons oppreffed the common people 
with impunity b: They gave fuelter on their efiates to 
bands of robbers, whom they employed in committing 
ravages on the efi:ates of their enemies : The populace of 
Lon,don returned to their ufual licentioufnefs : And the 
old king, unequal to the burthen of public affairs, called 
aloud for his gallant fon to return c, and to affifi: him in 

s Chron. T. Wykes, p. 90. a M. Paris, p. 678, 679• W. Heming. 
P• 520. b Chron, Dun!!:, vol, i, p. 404, c Rymer, vol, i, 
'p, S6g, M. Par:s~ p. 671. 

fwaying 
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fwaying that fcepter, which was ready to drop from his C ~1~ P. 

feeble and irrefolutc hands. At lafr, overcome by the ~ 
cares of government, and the infirmities of age, he vifibly I27I· 

declined, and he expired at St. Edmondfbury in the 64th u72. 

f h. d 6 h f h' . h } 11. • 16th N O\'• year o IS age, an 5 t o ts retgn; t e ongen re1gn Dtath 

that is to be met with in the Englifu annals. His brother, 
the king of the Romans (for he never attained the title 
of emperor) died about feven months before him. 

THE mofr obvious circumfi:ance of Henry's charaCl:er is and charac· 

his incapacity for government, which rendered him as ~[n °: the 

much a priioner in the hands of his own minifi:ers and g 

favourites, and as little at his own difpofal, as when 
detained a captive in the hands of his enemies. From 
this fource, rather than from infincerity or treachery, 
arofe his negligence in obferving his promifes; and he 
was too eafily induced, for the fake of prefent conveni-
ence, to facrifice the lafi:ing advantages arifing from the 
truft and confidence of his people. Hence too were de-
rived his profufion to favourites, his attachment to 
frrangcrs, the variablenefs of his conduct, his hafry rc
fentments, and his fudden forgivenefs and return of 

afFecrion. Infi:ead of reducing the dangerous power of 
his nobles, by obliging them to obierve the laws towarJs. 
their inferiors, and fctting them the falutary example in his 
own government; he was feduced to imitate their con-
duct, and to make his arbitrary v:ill, or rather that of 
his minifrers, the rule of his actions. lnftead of accom
modating himfelf, by a firict fru6ality, to the embarraffed 
fituation in which his revenue had been left, by the 
military expeditions of his uncle, the di1Iipations of his 
father, and the ufurp::ttions of the b.1rons; he was tempted 
to levy money by irregular exaCtions, which, without 
enriching himfelf, impoverifued, at leaft difgufied his 
people. Of all men, nature feemed le:1fl:: to have fitted, 
him for being a tyrant; yet are there inftances of oppref-

fion 
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c H,. A P. fion in his reign, which, though derived from the prece-
XII. . . Jr d 

\./"'V"-J dents left h1m by his predecenors, ha been carefully 
IZJZ. guarded againft by the Great Charter, and are incon

.fifrcnt with all rules of good government. And on 
the whole we may fay, that greater abilities, with his 
good difpofitions, would have prevented him from falling 
jnto his faults; or with worfe difpofitions, would have 
enabled him to maintain and defend them. 

THIS prince was noted for his piety and devotion, and 
his regular attendance on public wor.lhip ; and a faying of 
his on that head is much celebrated by ancient writers. 
He was engaged in a difpute with Lewis IX. of France, 
concerning the preference between fermons and 'maffes : 
He maintained the fuperiority of the latter, and affirmed, 
that he would rather have one hour's converfation with a 
friend, than hear twenty the moft elaborate difcourfes, 
pronounced in his praife e. 

HENRY left two fons, Edward his fucceffor, and 
Edmond earl of Lancafter; and two daughters, Margaret 
queen of Scotland, and Beatrix dutchefs of Britanny. 
He had five other children, who died in their infancy. 

J.Iifcellane- THE following are the moft remarkable laws enaB:ed 
ous tranfac- d . , . . Th h d b d. r: b 
tions of this unng tn1s reign. ere a een great aputes etween 
reizn. the civil and ecclefiaftical courts about baftardy. The 

co'Timon lavr had deemed all thofe to be ba:fi:ards who 
were born before wedlock : By the canon law they were 
legitimate : And when any difpute of inheritance arofe, 
it had formerly been ufual for the civil courts to iffue 
writs to the fpiritual, direCl:ing them to enquire into the 
legitimacy of the perfon. The bi.lhop always returned 
an anfwer agreeable to the canon law, though contrary 
to the municipal law of the kingdom. For this reafon, 
the civil courts had changed the terms of their writ; and 
infiead of requiring the fpiritual courts to make inquifition 

c Walfing. Edw. I. p. 43· 

concerning 
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concerning the legitimacy of the perfon, they only propofed C H A P • 
XII. 

the fimple quefiion of fact, whether he were born before ~ 
or after wedlock. T'he prelates complained of this prac- u.;:. 

ticc to the parliament affembled at Merton in the twentieth 
of this king, and defired that the municipal law might be 
rendered conformable to the canon: But received from 
all the nobility the memorable reply, Nolumus leges 
Anglice mutare, We will not change the laws of Eng-
land f. 

AFTER the civil wars, the parliament, fummoned at 
11arlebridge, gave their approbation to mofr of the ordi
nances, which had been efiablilhed by the reforming barons, 
and which, though advantageous to the fecurity of the 
people, had not received the f::mtlion of a legal autho
rity. Among other laws, it was there enaCl:ed, that all 
appeals from the courts of inferior lords iliould be carried 
direCl:ly to the king's courts, without palling through the 
courts of the lords immediately fuperior g. It was or-

,dained, that money fuould bear no interefr during the 
minority of the creditor h. This law was reafonable, as 
the efrates of minors were always in the hands of their 
lords, and the debtors could not pay interefl: where they 
had no revenue. The charter of king John had granted 
this indulgence : It was omitted in that of Henry Ill. 
for what reafon is not known; but it was renewed by the 
fl:atute of Marlebridge. Mofl: of the other articles of this 
fl:atute are calculated to refi-rain the oppreffions of lheriifs, 
and the violence and iniquities committed in di:fl:raining 
cattle and other goods. Cattle and the infiruments of 
hufuandry compofed at that time the chief riches of the 
people. 

IN the 35th year of this king an affize was fixed cf 
bread, the price of \vhich was fettled, according to the 

f Statu•e of Merton, ch:~p. 9• 
,11 lhid, ~hap, 16, 

g Statute of Masleb. chap. 20, 

different 
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c H A P. difFerent prices of corn, from one fhilling a quarter to 
~ feven lhillings and fix pence i, money of that age. 'Thefe 

h7z. great variations are alone a proof of bad tillage k : Yet 

did the prices often rife much higher, than any taken 

notice of by the fratute. The Chronicle of Dunfiable tell a 

us, that in this reign, wheat was once fold for a mark, 

nay for a pound a quarter ; that is, three pounds of our 

prefent money 1• The fame law affords us a proof of 

the little communication between the parts of the king .. 

dom, from the very different prices which the fame com

modity bore at the fame time. A brewer, fays the fia

tute, may fell two gallons of ale for a penny in cities, 

and three or four gallons for the [;.me price in the 

country. At prefent, fuch commodities, by the great 
confumption of the people, and the great frocks of the 

brewers, are rather cheapefr in cities. 'I'he Chronicle 

above-mentioned obferves, that wheat one year was fold in 
many .Places for eight fhillings a quarter, but never rofe 

in Dunfl:able above a crown. 

TH0UGH commerce was fEll very low, it feems rather 
to have encreafed fince the Conquefr; at leafi, if we may 
judge of the encreafe of money by the price of corn. 
The tnedium between the highefr and lowefr prices of 

wheat, affigned by the fl:atute, is four fhillings and three 
pence a quarter, that is, twelve fuillings and nine pence 
of our prefent money. 'This is near the half of the mid
dling price in our time. Yet the middling price of cattle, 
fo late as the reign of king Richard, we found to be above 

eight, near ten times lower than the prefent. Is not this 
the true inference, from comparing thefe faB:s, that, in all 

i Statutes at large, p. 6. k We learn from Cicero's o~ations 

:1gainft Verres, lib. iii, cap. 84, 92. that the price of corn in Sicily was, 

during the praetorihip of Sacerdos, five Denarii a Mo~ius; during that 

of Verres, which immediately fucceeded, only two Sefterces' That is1 

ten times lower; a prefumption, or rather a proof, of the very bad tlate of 

tilla'e in ancient times. 1 So alfo Knyghton, p. :1.444• 

uncivilized 

s 
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~~civilized nations, c~ttle, which propao-ate of them- c H A P. 

1 . b • XII. fdves, bear always a ower pnce than corn, which re- '-v---1 
quires more art and frock to raife it, than thofe nations 1272.· 

are poffeffed of? It is to be remarked, that Henry's affize 
of corn was copied from a preceding affize efi:abliihed by 
king John; and confequently, the prices which we have 
here compared of corn and cattle may be looked on as 
contemporary; and they were drawn, not from one par-
ticular year, but from an efiimation of th~ middling 
prices for a feries of years. It is true; the prices, affigned 
by the affize of Richard, were meant as a frandard for the 
;:,ccom pts of 1heriffs and efchcators; and as confiderable pro-
fits were allowed to thefe minifters, we may naturally fup-
!'ofe, that the common value of cattle was fomewhat higher: 
Yet frill, fo great a difference between the prices of corn 
and cattle as that of four to one, compared to the prcfent 
rates, affords important reReCl:ions concerning the very 
different ftate of induftry and tillage in the two periods. 
, INTEREST had in that age mounted to an enormous 
height, as might be expeCted from the barbarifm of the 
rimes and men's ignorance of commerce. Inftances occur 
of fifty per cent. payed for money m. There is an edict 
of Philip Auguftus near this period, limiting the Jews in 
France to +~ per cent. "; Such profits tempted the 
Jews to remain in the kingdom, notwithftanding ' the 
grievous oppreffions, to which, from the prevalent bigo
try and rapine of the age, they were continually expofeJ. 
It is eafy to imagine how precarious their ftate muft have · 
been under an indigent prince, fomewhat refrrained in his 
tyranny over his native fubjeCl:s, but who poffeffed an un
limited authority over the Jews, the foie proprietors of 
money in the kingdom, and hated on account of their 
riches, their religion, and their ufury :· Y Pt will our ideas 
fcarcely come up to the extortions \"fhich in fact vve find 

m M. Paris, p. 586. 11 BruiTel Tr:;.ite des Fief;1 vol. i. p. 576. 

VoL. I!. to 
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c H A P.to have been praaifed upon them. In the year 124t, 
Xfl. n d f h T ~ 20,000 marks were exa(..,te rom t! em 0 

: wo years 
u7z. after, money was again extorted; and one Jew alone, 

Aaron of York, was obliged to pay above 4000 marks P : 

In 1250, Henry renewed his oppreffions; and the fame 

Aaron w:1s condemned to pay him 30,000 marks upon an 

accufation of forgery q : The high penalty impofed upon 

him, and which, it feems, he was thought able to pay, is 

rather a prefu!flption of his innocence than of his guilt. 

In )255, the king demanded 8ooo marks from the Jews, 

and threatened t~ hang them, if they refufed compliance. 
They now lofi: all patience, and defired leave to retir~ 

with their effe& out of the kingdom. But the king re· 

plied: "How can I remedy the opprdlions you complain 

" of r I am myfelf a beggar. I am fpoilcd, I am £hip
" ped of all my revenues : I owe above zoo,ooo marks; 
" and if I had faid 3oo,ooo, I iliould not exceed the 
" truth : I am obliged to pay my fon, prince Edward, 
" 15,000 marks a year: I have not a farthing; and I 
" mufi: have money, from any hand, from any quarter, 

' " or by any means." He then delivered over the Jews 
to the earl of Cornwal, that thofe whom the one brother 

ht!d flead, the other might embowel, to make ufe of the 

words of the hifi:orian r. King John, his father, once de
manded 1o,ooo marks from a J cw of Brifrol ; and on his 

refufal, ordered one of his teeth to be drawn every day 
till he fhould confent. The Jew loft feven teeth ; and 

then paid the fum required of him •. One talliage laid 

upon the Jews in 1243 amounted to 6o,ooo marks r; a 
fum equal to the whole yearly revenue of the crown. 

'ro give a better pretence for extortions, the improbable 
and abfurd accufation, which has been at different times 

advanced againft that nation, was revived in England, 

• M. Paris, p. 37Zt 

r Ibid. P• 6o6. 
P Ibid. P• 410, 

a Ibid. P• 16o. 

-· 
q Ibid. P• StS• 

t Madox, P• J S,• 
that 
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tha't they lud crucified a child in derifion of the fufferings C H A P. 

of Chri.ft. Eighteen of them were hanged at once for~~.~ 
this crime u : Though it is no wife credible, that even the IZ7 2 • 

antipathy born them by the Chrifiians, and the oppref-
fions under which they laboured, would ever have puihcd 
them to be guilty of that dangerous enormity. But it is 
natura~ t9 imagine, diat a race, expofed to fuch infults 
nnd indignities both from king and people, and who had 
fo uncertain ari enjoyment of their riches, would carry 
ufury to the greateft extremity, arid by their gre~t pro-
fits make themfclves fome compenfation for their conti-
mal perils. . 

THOUGH thefe aCts ofviole~ce againft the Jews proceed
ed much from bigotry, they were frill more derived from 
avidity and rapine. So far from deiiring in that age to 
convert them, it was enaCted by law in France, that, if 
any Jew embraced Chtifiianity, he forfeited all his goods, 
without exception, to the king or his fuperior lord. 
Thefe plunderers were careful, left the profits, accruing 
from their dominion over that unhappy race, fhould be 
climinilhed by their converfion w. 

CoMMERCE muft be in a wretched condition, where 
intcreft was fo high, and where the foie proprietors of 
inoney employed it in ufury only, and were expofed to 
fuch rapine and injuftice. But the bad police of the 
country was another obftaclc to improvements; . and ren
clcred all communication dangerous, and all property pre
carious. The Chronicle of Dunftab]c fays x, that meri 
were never fecure in their houfcs, and that whole villages 
were often plundered by bands of robbers, though no civil 
wars at that time prevailed in the kingdom. In 1249, 
fome years before the infurreB:ion of the barons, two 
merchants of Brabant came to the king ~t V\Tinthe!'.:er, 

u M. Paris, P• i13. w Brutrd, vol. i. p. 6n. Du Can~e vcrbo 
"Jud1i. · Yol. i, p. 155· · 

/ 
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c H A P. and told him, th;;.t they had been fpoiled of all their good.;. 
~ by certain robbers, whom they knew, becaufe they fa.w 

117t. their fu.ces every day in his court ; that like praB:iccs pre

vailed all over England, and travellers were continually 

·expofr~d to the danger of being robbed, bound, wounded, 

and murdered ; that thefe crimes efcaped with impunity, 

bccaufe the minifiers of jufiice themfelves were in a con

federacy with the robbers ; and that they, for their part, 

infi:ead of bringing matters to a fruitlefs trial by law, were 
willing, though merchants, to decide their caufc with 

the robbers by arms and a duel. The king, provoked at 

thefe abufes, ordered a jury to be inclofed, and to try 

the robbers : The jury, though conilfring of twelve men 

of property in Hamp:!hirc, were found to be alfo in a con

federacy with the felons, and acquitted them. Henry in 

a rage committed the jury to prifon, threatened them with 
fevere puni!hment, and ordered a new jury to be inclofed, 

who, dreading the fate of their fellows, at lafi found a 
verdict againft the criminals. Many of the king's own 
houfehold were difcovered to have participated in the 

guilt ; and they faid for their excufe, that they received 

no wages from him, and were obliged to rob for a main

tenance Y. Knights and efquires, fays the DiCl:um of Ke
nelv.rorth, wbo were robbers, if they have no land, Jhall pay 
the half ·oj their goods, and find fujjicient fecurity to keep 
henceforth the peace of tbe kingdom. Such were the man
ners of the times ! 

ONE can the lefs repine, during the prevalence of fuch 
. . _manners, at the frauds and forgeries of the clergy; as it 

gives lefs difiurbance to fociety, to take men's money from 

.them v•'ith th,eir own confent, though by deceits and lies, 
than to ravifh it by open force and violence. During 

this reign, ti1~ papal power was at its fummit, and was 

Y M. Paris, p. scg. 

even 
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-even beginning infenfibly to decline, by reafon of the im- C H A P. xn. 
meafurable avarice and extortions of the court of Rome, "----..r-J 

which difgufred the clergy, as well as laity, in every king- a ; z. 
dom of Europe. England itfelf, though funk in the deepeft 
abyfs of ignorance and fuperfl:ition, had ferioufly enter-
tained thoughts of ihaking off the p1pal yoke z; and the 
'Roman pontiff was obliged to think of new expedients 
for rivetting it fafrer upon the Chriftian world. For thi3 
purpofe, Gregory IX. publiilied his decretals a, which are 
a collection of forgeries, favourable to the court of Rome, 
and confift of the fuppofed decrees of popes in the firft 
centuries. But thefe forgeries are fo grofs, and confound 
fo palpably all language, hiftory, chronology, and anti-
.quities; matters more frubborn than any fpeculative 
truths whatfoever; that even that church, which is not 
fiartled at the moft monfrrous contradiCtions and abfurdi-
ties, has been obliged to abandon them to the critics. But 
in the dark period of the thirteenth century, they paffed 
for undifputed and authentic; and men, entangled in the 
mazes of this falfe literature, joined to the philofophy, 
equally falfe, of the times, had nothing wherewithal to 
defend themfelves, but fome fmall remains of common 
fenfe, which paffed for profanenefs and impiety, and 
the indelible regard to felf-interefr, which, as it was the 
foie motive in the priefrs for framing thefe impofrures, 
ferved alfo, in fome degree, to protect the laity againft 
them. 

ANOTHER expedient, devifed by the church of Rome, 
in this period, for fecuring her power, was the infritution 
of new religious orders, chiefly the Dominicans and 
Francifcans, who proceeded with all the zeal and fuccefs 
that attend novelties; were better qualified to gain the 
populace than the old orders, now become rich a-!1~ in-

z. M, Paris, P• 41.1, ~ Trivet, P• Jgi, 

dolent; 
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c IJ{ A P, dolent; maintained a perpetual rivaHhip with each othec 
~ rr. ~..._. in promoting their gainful fuperfi:itions; and acquired a 
127z• great dominion over the minds, and confequently over the 

purfcs of men, by counterfeiting a defire of poverty and a 
contempt for riches. The quarrels which a~ofc between 
thdc orders, lying frill under ~he controul of the fove
reign pontiff, never difrurbcd the peace of the church, 
and fcrved only as a fpur to their indufl:ry in promoting 
the common caufe ; and though the Dominicans loil; 
.fome popularity by their denial of the immaculate con
ception, a point in which they unwarily engaged too far 

1 to be able to recede with honour, they counterbalanced 
this difadvantage by acquiring more folid eftablifuments, 
by gain.ing the confidence of kings and princes, and by 
excrciiing the jurifdiB:ion affigned them, of ultimate judges 
and pu~ifhers of herefy. . Thus, the feveral orders of 
monks became a kind of regular troops or garrifons of the 
Romifh: church ; and though the temporal interefts of 
fociety, frill more thofe of true piety, were hurt, by their 
various devices to captivate the populace,' they proved the 
chief fupports of that mighty fabric of rure fiition, and, 
till the' rev~val of true lear~ing, fecured it from any clan-:, 
gerous invaii.on. ~ · • ·· · 

TBE t;ial by ordeal was abolifued in this reign by 
order ·of council: A faint mark of improvement in the 
ao-,. b • • 
o- • 

· HEr 1 _ Y granted a charter to the town of Newcafile, 
in which he gave the i~habitants a licence to dig coal. 
This is the firfr mention of coal in England. 

VVE learn 'from Madox c, that this kino- o-ave at one b b 

time 100 fnillings to mafl:er Henry, his poet: Alfo the 

fame year he orders this poet t~n pounds. 

b R)'mer, vol. i. p. :u.S, ~pelman, p. 31~, 
c Piige ::.68. 
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IT appears from Se1Jen, that in the 4ith of this reign C ~n. P. 

a hundred and fifty temporal, and fifty fpiritual barons~ 

vcre fummoned to perform the fervice:> due by their te- 127~· 

nures d, In the 35th of the fubfequcnt reign eighcy-

:fix temporal barons, twenty bifhops, and forty-eight 
abbots, were fummoned to a parliament convened at Car-

ifle e. 

d Titles of Honour, part~. chap. 3• 

-vol. i. P· J i'· 
e Parliamentary HL'l. 
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C H A P. XIII. 

E D W A R P I. 

Civil adminiftration. of th.e king----Conqueft of Wales 
-Affairs of Scotland --Competitors for the 

cr~"'?n of Scotla11d-- Reference t~ Edward
Homage of Scotland-- Award of Edward in 
favour of Baliol--War with France-- Di
grejjion concerning the conflitution of parliament 
-War with Scotland--Scotlandfubdued
War with Fran{e- Di./Jenfions with the clergy 
-Arbitrary mec~fures--Peace with France 

-Revolt of Scotland- crhat kingdom again 
fubdued--again revolts--is again fubdued
Robert Bruc.e- 'I'hird revolt of Scotland-
J)eath and ~hara{ter r;f the king-Mifcellaneous 

lranfaClions of this reign. 

C H A P. THE Engliih were as yet fo little enured to obedience 
' XIII ' ' •' · 
~ ...... _:__, under a regular governme11t, that the death of almo~ 

p1z. every king, fince the eonquefr, had been attended with 
diforders ; and the council, reflecting on the recent civil 
wars, and on the animofities which naturally remain after 
thefe great convulfions, had reafon to apprehend clan~ 

gerous confeq uences from the ab fence of the fon and fuc
ceffor of Henry. They therefore haftened to proclaim 
prince Edward, to fwear allegiance to 4im, and to fum
mon tqe frates of the kingdom, in order to provide for the 
public peace in this impq+tant conjuncture r. vValte:. 

f ~ymer~ yoJ~ if• P• ~· ~alfin~, P• 43• Trivet~ P• Z39• 
· ' Giffard• 
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.Giffard, archbifhop of York, the earl of Cornwal, fon ofC HA I". xm. 
Richard, king of the Romans, and the earl of Glocefi:er, \./V"'J 

were appointed guardians of the kingdom, and proceeded P.7Z• 

peaceably to the exercife of their authority, without either 

meeting with oppofition from any cf the people, or being 
difl:urbed with emulation and fatl:ion among themfelves. 

The. high c~aratl:er acqUired by Edward duripg the late 
commotions, his military genius, his fuccefs in fubduing 
the rebels, his moderation in fettling the kir·gdom, had 
procured him great efreem, mixed with affetl:ion, among 
all orders of men ; and no one could reafonably entertain 
hopes of making any advantage of his abfence, or of 

raifing difi:urbance in the nation. The earl ot Glocefrer 
himfdf, whofe great powrr and turbulent fpirit had ex-
cited rriofl: jealoufy, was forward to give proofs of his 
allegiance; and the other malcontents, being defritute 
of a leader, were obliged to remain in fubmi:ffion to the 

government. 
PRINCE Edward had reached Sicily in his return from 

the Holy Land, when he received intelligence of the 

death of his father; and he difcovered a ~ccp concern 

on the occafion. At the fame time he learned the death 

~f an infant fon, John, whom his princefs, Eleanor of 
Cafl:ile, had born him at Acre in'Palefl:ine ; and as he 

appeared much lefs affetl:ed with that misfortune, the 
king of Sicily exprdfed a fm·prize at this difference of 

fentiment : But was told by Edward, that the death of a 

fon was a lofs which he might hope to repair ; the death 

of a father was a lofs irreparable g. 

Enw ARD proceeded homeward ; but as he foon learned 

the quiet fettlement of the kingdom, he was in no hurry 
to take poffeffion of the throne, but fpent near a year in 

' France, before he made his appearance in England. In 

J!is paffaf?e by Chalons in Burgundy, he was challenged 

! Walling. p. 44• Trivet, p. ZfO• 
by 
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c H A P. by the prince of that country to a tournament which he 
X!II. . 
~ was preparing ; and as EJv.rard excelled in thofe martial 

127 .>· and dangerous exer ifes, the true image of war, he de
clined not the opportunity of acquiring honour in that 
t;;·eat affeml~ly of the neighbouring nobles. But the image 
of war was here unfortunately turned into the thing itfelf. 
Edwanl and his .retinue were fo fuccefsful in the jouHs, 
that the French knights, provoked at their fuperiority, 
made a ferious attack upon them, which was repulfcd, 
and much blood was idly filed in the quarrel b, This 
rencountcr received the name of the petty battle of Cha
lons. 

Enw ARD went from Chalons to Paris, and did homage 
to Phi lip for the dominions whjch he held in France i, 

12.74· He thence returned to Guienne, and fettled that province,. 

which was in fome confufion. .{le made his jat~rney to 
London through France; in his paffage he accommo
dated at Montreuil a difference with !t/largaret, countefs 
of Flanders, heirefs of that territory k ; he was receired 
with joyful acclamations by his 1;1eopl~, and was folemnl~ 

19th Aug. crowned at Weftminfrer by Robert, archbilho~ of ~a~ ... 
terbury. 

C_ivil ~dmi- THE kino- immediately applied himfelf to the re-elh-
no~tranon of 0 

the king. bli:lhment of his kingdom, and to the correCl:ing of thofe 
cl iforders, which t~e civil commotions and the loofe ad
minifrration of his father had introduced into every part 
of government. The plan of his policy was equally ge
nerous and prudent. He confidered the great barons 
both as the immediate rivals of the crown, and opprelfors 

of the people ; <Lnd he propofed, by an exaCl: difiribution 

of jufrice, and a rigid execution of the laws, to glve at 
once proteCtion to the inferior orders of the ftate, and to 
diminiih the arbitrary power of the great, on which their 

h Walling. P• 44· Trivet, p. 241. M. Weft. p. 402• 

i Walfinr;. p. 45• k Rymer, vol. ii. P• 3z, 33• 
dangero~s 
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lano-erous authority was chiefly founded. l\·1aking it a C H A P., 
• ~::> • XIII 
rule in his own conduCt to obferve, except on cxtraor- """ · 
~inary occafions, the privileges fecured to them by the 1274:. 

Great Charter, he acquired a rig~t to infi!l: upon their 
9bfervance of the fame charter towards their vaffals and 

inferiors ; and he made the crown be regarded by all the 
gentry and commonalty of the kingdom, as the great 

fountain of jufiice, and the general afylum againfi op

preffion. Befidcs enaCting ~cveral ufcful ibtutcs, in a 1275• 

parliament which he fummoned at vVdlminHer, he took 16
th Feb. 

care to infpeCl: the conduct of all his magifirates and judges, 
.. 
to difplace fuch as were either negligent or corrupt, to 
provide them with fufficient force for the execution of 
jufiice, to extirpate all bands and confederacies of robbers, 

and to reprefs thofe more filent robberies, which were 

~ommitted either by the power of the nobles, or under 

the countenance of public authority. By this rigid ad
miniftration, the face of the kingdom was foon changed ; 

and order and jufiice took place of violence and oppref

fion : But · amidft the excellent inH:itutions and public

fpirited plans of . Edward, there frill appears fomewhat 
both of the feverity of his perfonal charaCter and of the 

prejudices of the times. 
As the various kinds of malefactors, the murderers, 

robber;, incendiaries, ravifhers, and plunderers, had be
come fo numerous and powerful, that the ordinary mini
fi:ers of jufi:ice, efpecially in the wefiern counties, were 
afraid to execute the laws againfi them, the king found it 

neceffary to provide an extraordinary remedy for the evil; 
and he ereCted a new tribunal, which, however ufeful, 
would have been deemed, in times of more regular liberty, 
a great ftretch of illegal and arbitrary power. It con

fified of commiffioners, who were empowered to enquire 
into diforders and crimes of all kinds, and to infliCt the 

proper punifhments upon them. The officers, charged 
with 
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C H A P. with this unufual commiffion, made their circuits Xlli. 
\../'"\1""'.1 throughout the counties of England moll: infefted wirh 

1215· this evil~ ~.nd carried terror into all thofe parts of the 
kingdom. In their zeal to puniih crimes, they did not 
fufficiently difl:inguiih between the innocent and guilty; 
the fmallefl: fufpicion became a ground of accufation and 
trial ; the flightefi: eviden~e was received againfl: crimi
nals; prif<ms w.cre crowded with malefa~ors, real or pre
tended ; fevere fines were levied for fmall offences ; and 
the king, though his exhaufl:ed exchequer was fupplied 
by this expedient, found it neceffary to fl:op the courfe of 
fo great rigour, and after terrifying and diffipating by this 
tribunal the gangs of difordcrly people in England, he 
prudently annulled the commiffion 1 ; and never after
wards renewed it. 

AMONG the various diforders, to which the kingdom 
was fubjeCt, no one was more univerfally complained of 
than the adulteration of the coin; and as this crime re
quired more art than the Englifh of that age, who chiefly 
employed force and violence in their iniquities, were pof
feffed of, the imputation fell upon the Jews m. Edward 
alfo feems to have indulged a 11:rong prepolfeffion again!l: 
that nation; and this ill-judged zeal for Chrifi:ianity be
ing naturally augmented. by an expedition to the Holy 
Land, he let loofe the whole rigour of his jufrice againfl: 
that unhappy people. Two hundred and eighty of them 
were hanged at once for this crime in London alone, be
fides thofc who fuffered in other parts of the kingdom n, 

The houfcs and lands, (for the Jews had of late ventured 
to make purchafes of that kind) as well as the goods of 
great multitudes, were fold and confifca,ted : And the 

1 Spellman's Cloff. in verbo Traiff,ajion. But Spellman was either rnif· 
taken in placing this commifiion in the fif~h year cf the king, or it was re
newed in I305. See Rymer, vol. ii. p. 960, Trivet, P• 338. M. Weft. 
P• 450. m Walfing, p. 48. P.emin&, vol. i, p. 6. 

a T, Wykes, F• 107, 

king, 
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kin
0
tY, lefi: it lhould be fufpeCl:ed that the riches of the C H A P. 

XIII. 
fufferers were the chief part of their guilt, ofdered a ~ 
moiety of the money, raifed by thefe confifcations, to be 12.7 S• 

fet apart, and befrowed upon fuch as were willing to be 
converted to Chrifrianity. But refentment was more pre-
valent with them, than any temptation from their poverty; 
and very few of them could be induced by intereft to em-
brace the religion of their perfecutors. The miferies of 
this people did not here terminate. Though the arbitrary 
talliages and exactions, levied upon them, had yielded a 
confiant and a confiderable revenue to the crown; Ed-
ward, prompted by his zeal and his rapacity, refolved 
fome time after o to purge the kingdom entirely of that 
hated race, and to feize to himfelf at once their whole 
property as the reward of his labour P. He left them 
only money fufficient to bear their charge3 into foreign 
countries, where new perfecutions and extortions awaited 
them: But the inhabitants of the cinque-p~rts, imitating 
the bigotry and avidity of their fovereign, defpoiled mofr 
of them of this fmall pittance, and even threw many of 
them into the fea : A crime, for which the king, who 
was determined to be the fole plunderer in his dominions, 
infliB:ed a capital puniiliment upon them. No lefs than 
fifteen thoufand Jews were at this time robbed of their 
effects and baniilied the kingdom : Very few. of that na-
tion have fince lived in England : And as it is impoffible 
for a kingdom to fubfifi without lenders of money, and 
none will lend without a compenfation, the praB:ice of 
ufury, as it was then called, was thenceforth exercifed by 
the Engliih themfelves upon their fellow-citizens, or by 
Lombards and other foreigners. It is very much to be 
quefiioncd, whether the dealings of thefe new ufurers 
were equally open and unexceptionable with thofe of the 

o In the year 11.90, 
Trivet1 p. z66. 

P Walling. p. 54• Heming. vol, i. p. 2.0; 

old. 
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c ~I~. P. old. By a law of Richard, it was ena~ed, th"t three 

'-~ copies Thou Id be made of every bond given to a Jew; one 
1~iS• to be put into the hands of a public magifirate; another 

into thofe of a man cf credit, and a third to remain witH 
the Jew himfelf q, But as the canon law, feconded .by 

the municipal, permitted no Chtifiian to take interefr, 

all tranfattions of this kind mufr, after the b:miihment of 

the Jews, have become more fecret and clandefiine, and 
the lender, of confequence, be paid both for the ufe of 

his money, and for the infamy and danger which he in

curred by lending it. 

THE great poverty of the crown, though no excufc, 

was probably the caufe of this egregious tyranny excrcifed 

againfi the Jews ; but Edward alfo prattifed other more 
honourable means of remedying that evil. He employed 

a frriB: frugality in the management and difiribution of 
his revenue : He engaged the parliament to vote him a 

fifteenth of all moveables ; the pope to grant him the 
tenth of all ecclefiaftical revenues for three years ; and 

the merchants to confent to a perpetual impofition of half 
a mark on every fack of wool exported, and a mark on 
three hundred fk.ins. He alfo ifiucd commi1Jions to en

quire into all encroachments on the royal dcmefne; into 

the value of efchcats, forfeitures, and warcHhips; and 

into the means of repairing or. improving every branch of 

the revenue r. The commiffioners, in the execution of 

their office, began~ to carry matters too far againfr the 

nobility, and to que.flion titles to efiates which had been 

tranfmitted from father to fon for fcveral generations. Earl 
Warrenne, who had done fuch eminent fervice in the late 

reigl1, being required to fhow his titles, drew his fword; 

and fubjoined, that Wiiliam, the Baftard, had not con
quered the kingdom for hirnfelf alone: His ancefl:or was a 

joint advcntm·er in the enterprize 1 and he himfelf was 

q Trivet, p. aS, 

9 
r Ann, Waver!, P• Z35· , 

determined 
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uetermined to maintain what had from that period re- C H A P. 
xm. 

mained unqucfiioned in his family. The king, fenfible '-v-J 
()f the danger, defifi:ecl from making farther enquiries of U.]$. 

this nature. 

BuT the aCtive fpirit of Edward could not long remain 1276 
Conqueft of 

without employment. He foon after undertook an enter- Wales. 

prize more prudent for himfelf, and more advantageous to 
his people. Lewellyn, prince of Wales, had been deeply 
engaged with the Mountfort faction; had entered into 
:tll their confpiracies againfr the crown; had frequently 
fought on their fide; and till the battle of Evelham, fo 
fatal to that party, had employed every expedient to de-
prcfs the royal caufe, and to promote the fuccefs of the 
barons. In the general accommodation, made with the 
vanquilhed, Lewellyn had alfo obtained his pardon; but 
as he was the mofl: powerful, and therefore the mofr ob-
noxious vafia.l of the crown, he had reafon to entertain 
anxiety about his fituation, and to dread the future effects 
of refentment and jealoufy in the Englifh monarch. For 
this reafon, he determined to provide for his fecur'1ty by 
maintaining a fecret correfpondence with his former affo-
ciates ; and he even made his addreffes to a daught(:r of 
the earl of Leicefrer, who was fent to him frorr beyond 
fea, but being intercepted in her paffage near the iflcs of 
Scilly, was detained in the court of Englarr.l s. This 
incident encreafing the mutual jealoufy betwt en Edward 
and Lewellyn, the latter, when required to corn~ to 
England, and do homage to the new king, fcrupled to 
put himfelf in the hands of an enemy, defrrerl a fafc-
conduct from Edward, infifrcd upon having the king's 
fon and other noblemen delivered to him as hofrages, and 
demanded, that his fpoufe ihould previoufly be fet at li-

• Walfin:. P• 461 47• Heming, vol. i. P• S• Trivet, p. 2.;8. 

bcrty. 

/ 
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C HA P. berty t. The king, having now brought the fiate to a. ' 

XIII. . 
\..--v---J full iettlement, wa!; not difpleafed with this occafion of 

l2.7
6• exercifing his authority; and fubduing entirely the prin

cipality of Wales. lie refufed all Lewellyn's demands, 
except that of a fafe-conduet; fent him repeated fummons 
to perform ~he duty of a va~al ; levied an army to requce 
him to obedience; obtained a new aid of ~ fifteentl~ fr~m 
parliament; and marched out with certain afiurance of 

12.77. fuccefs againfi the enemy. Befides the great difproportion 
of force between the kingdom and the principality, th'e cir
cumfrances of the two fiates were entirely reverfed; and 
the fame intefrine diiTcntions, which had formerly weak
ened England, now ·· prevailed in Wales, and had even 
taken place in the reigning family. David and Roderic, 
brothers to Lewellyn, had been difpoifeffed of their inhe
ritance by that prince, had been obliged to have recourf~ 
to the protection of Edward, and they fcconded with all 
their intereft, which was extenfive, his attempts to en
flave their native country. The Welfh i~rince had no 
refource but in the inacceffib1e :lituation of his moun
tains, which had hitherto, through many ages, de
fended his forefathers againfr all attempts of the Saxon 
and Norman conquerors ; and he retired among the hills 
of Snowd un, refolute to defend himfelf to the lafl: extre
mity. But Edward, equally vigorous and cautious, en· 
tering by the north with a formidable army, pierced into 
the heart of the country; and having carefully explo~d 
every road before him, and fecured every pafs behind him, 
approached the WeHh army in its lafr retreat. He here 
avoided the putting to trial the valour of a nation, proud 
of its ancient independance, and enflamed with animofity 
againfr its hereditary enemies ; and he trufred to the flow, 
but fure effecrs of famine, for reducing that people to fub
jeCl:ion. The rude and fimple manners of the natives, 

t Rymer1 vol, ii, p. 68, Walling, P• 46, Tr;vet, P• '47• 
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0.S well as the mountainous fituation of their country, had C H A p, 
• ,..., • 1L 1L XIII. made them entirely, neglecc tillage, and trun to pan:uragc "--v--1 

alone for their fubfifraacc: A method of life which had un• 
hitherto fecured them ag:-tinfi: the irregular attempts of the 
Englifh, but expofed_ them to certain ruin, when the 
conquefl: of the country was ftcddily purfucd, and pru-
dently planned by Etlward. Deftitute of magazines, 
cooped up in a narrow corner, they, as well as their cattle, 
fufFered all the rigors of famine; and Lewellyn, without 
being able to :£hike a ftroke for his indepcndance, was at 
Jail: obliged to (ubmit at difcretion, and receive the terms 
impofed upon him by the victor u. He bound himfelf to r9th No1. 

pay to Edward so,ooo pounds, as reparation of damages i 
to do homage to the crown of England ; to permit all the 
other barons of \Vales, except four near Snowdun, to 
fwear fealty to the fame crow:1 ; to relinqu the country 
between Chefhire apd the river Conway; to fettle on his 
brother Roderic a thoufand marks a year; and on :Qavid 
five hundred; and to deliver ten ~oihges as fecurity for 
his future fubminion w. ' 

Enw ARD, on the perfornancc of the other articles, 
rcmitt~d to the prince of VI ales the payment of the so,ooo 
pounds x, which were :fl:ipula:ed by treaty, and which, it 
is probable, the poverty of the country made itabfolutely im
poffiblefor him to levy. Butnotwithfi:andingthis indulgence, 
complaints of iniquities foon :1.rofc on the fide of. the van
quiihed: 'The Englifh, infolent on their eafy and bloodlefs 
viB:ory, opprefled the inh:tbitants of the difhiEts which 
were yielded to them: The lords marchers committed 
with impunity all kinds of violente on their W cl!h neigh· 
bours: New and n.ore fcvere terms were impofed on Lew .... 
ellyn himfelf; and Edward, when the prince attended 
him at vV orceficr, ex::<B:ed a ?romifc that he would retain 

u T. Wykes, p. 105. w Ryrner, vol. ii. p. &8. Walfing. p. 47~ 
Trivet, p. 1'it. T. 'Nykes> p. 1c6. x Rymer, p. 9~. 
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c H A P. no perfon in his principality who £hou1d be difagreeabf~ 
XIII. •.fL Th h \.....-v--J to the Englnu monarch Y. ere v,rere ot er pcrfonal 

an. infults, which raifed the indignation of the WeHh, and 

made them determine rather to encounter a force, 'vhich 

they had already experienced to be fo much fuperior, than 

to bear oppreffion from the haughty viB:ors. Prince Da
vid, feized with the national fpirit, made peace with hi· 

brother, and promifed to concur in the defence of public 

liberty. The W elf..t"I flew to arms ; and Edward, not 

difplcafcd with the occafion of making his conqucfr final 

and abfolute,_ furr..moned together all his military tenants,. 

and advanced into Wales with an army, which the inha

bitants could not rcafonably hope to refiit. The fituation 

of the country gave the W el£h at firfi fome advantage 

over Luke de Tany, one of Edward's captains, who had 

paffed the Menau with a detachment z: But Lewellyn,. 

being furprized by Mortimer, v1a3 defeated and !lain in 

an action, and 2000 of his followers were put to the 

fword a. David, who fuccccded him in the principality, 

could never collect an army fl!lncient to face the Englifl1;. 

and bein; chaced from hill to hill, and hunted from one 

retreat to another, was obliged to conceal himfelf under 

various difguifes, and was at lafi betrayed in his lurking~ 
place to the enemy. Edward fent him in chains to 

Shrewfuury ; ~md bringing him to a formal trial before all 

the peers of EngLmd, ordered this fovcrcign prince to be 
hanged, dr<lwn, and q !artered, as a traitor, for defend

ing by arms the liberties of his native country, together 
with his own hered;tary authority b, All the \VeHh no

bility fubmitted to the conqueror; the l:.t'NS of England" 
with the fherifts al1d other n inifrcrs of juHicc, were 

Y Dr. Puwcll's Hift. of Wales, p. 34-4, 3~-)· -,, W lfing. P• 5.0• 
Heming vol. i. P· 9· Trivet, P· zsS. T. Wykes, P• IIO, 

a fleming. vol. i. p. It. Trivet, p--257• Ann. \'/dverl. p :z-3)• 

b Heming. vol. i. p. u. Trivet, p. 259· Ann. Wa-vcrl. p 2.3S. T. 
W~\,m, p. lll. M. Wdl;, p. 1-Il• 
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elhblilhecl in th::.t principality; and though it was long c H A P. 
b r · l · , · · "IL d , h XIII. et ore natwna ant1parmcs were extmgm.tue , ana a. t .o- .....__..._,-.....,~ 

rough union attained b.etween the people, yet this impor- a83. 

tant conquefr, \vhich it had required eight hundred years 
fully to effectuate, was at lafr, through the abilities of 
Edward, completed by the Englifh. 

THE king, fenfible that nothing kept alive the ideas of JZ84, 

military valour and of anci nt glory, fo much as the tra

ditional poetry of the people, which, aH!:fled by the power 
of mufic, and the jollity of fefrivals, made deep impreffion 
on the minds of the youth, gathered together all the 
WeHh bards, and from a barbarous, though not abfurd 
policy, ordered them to be put to death c. 

THERE prevails a vulgar fiory, which, as it well 
fuits the c~p::1city o( the monkifh writers, is carefully 

recorded by them: 'Fhat Edward; affembling the WeHh, 
promifed to give them a prince of unexceptionable man
ners, a vV cHhman by birth, and one who could fpeak 
no other language. On their acclatnations of joy, and 
promife of obedience, he invefred in the principality his 
fecond fon Edward, then an infant, \vho had been born 
at Carnarvon. The death of his cldefr fon Alfonfo, 
foon after, made young Edward heir of the monarchy: 
The principality of \Vales was fully annexed to the 
crown; and hencefurth gives a title to the eldeft fon of 
the kings of England. 

THE fettlement o(. \Vales app~ared fo complete to Ed- u86~ 
W:!rd, that, in lefs than two ye<.rs after, he went abroad, 
in order to make peace between Alphonfo; king of Arra-

gon, and Philip the Fair, who h2d b.tely fuccecded his 
father Philip the Hardy on the throne of France u. The 

difference between thefe two princes h~d arifen about the 

c Sir J• Wynne, P• zs. ' d R y:ncr, \·ul. ii. P• 1491 I 50. 174; 
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c H A P. kingdom of Sici1y, v7hich the pope, after his hopes from 
~ England failed hirr~, had bellowed on Charles, brother to 

u-86. St. Lewis, and which \Y::lS claimed upon other titles, bv 
Peter king of Arr:1gon,. father to Alphonfo. Edwar;l 
had powers from both princes to fettle the peace, and he 

fuccecded in his cndc . .r.rours; but as the controverfy no 
wife regards England, \VC :£hall not enter into a detail of 
it. He frayed abroad above three years ; ar.d on his re· 
turn, found many difordcrs to have prevailed, both from 
open "iolcnce, :md from the corruption of jufticc. 

'I'noMAS CHAMBERLAIN, a gentleman of inmc note, 
had aflcmbled feveral of his affociates at Bofion, in Lin
colnfhire, under pretence of holding a tournan-:.cnt, an 
exercife prattifed by the gentry only ; but in reality ,~·ith 
a view of plundering the rich fair of Bo:fl:on, and robbing 
the mcrch::mts. To facilitate his purpofe, he privately 
fct fire to the town; and while the inhabitants were em
ployed in quenching the flames, the confpirators broke 

into the booths, and c:1rried off the goods.. Chamberlain 
himfelfwas detecled and hanged; but maintained fo frcd
dily the point of honour to his accomplices) that he couid 
not be prevailed on,. by offers or promifes, to difcover 
any of them. Many other infbnces of robbery and vio
lence broke out in all parts of Engb.nd ; though the 
fingular circumitances attending this confiJiracy, nave 
made it alone be particularly recorded by hifiorians c, 

J'!g
9
, BuT the corruption of the judges, by which the four.-

tains of ju:fl:ice were poifoned, fecmeu of :fl:ill more dan-

• gerous confequence. E,dwarJ, in order to remedy thi~ 
prevailing abuie, fummoncd a parliament, and brought 
the judges to a trial ; where all of them, except two, 
who were clergymen, were convitled of this flat;rant ini
quity, were fined, and dcpofed. The amount of t~ 

fines, 
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:fines, levied upon them, is alone a fufficient proof of c H A P~ 

their guilt; being abov~ one hundred thoufand marks, an~ 
immenfc fum in thofe days, and fufficient to defray the 12.89. 

charges of an expenfive war between two great kingdoms. 
The king afterwards made all the new judges fwear, 
that they would take no bribes; but his expedient, of 
depofing and fining the old ones, was the more effcEl:ual 
l'emedy. 

WE now come to give an accoui1t of the affairs of 
Scotland, which form the moft interefting tranfaC!:ion of 
this reign, and of fame of the fubfequent; though the,. 
intercourfe of that kingdom with England, either in 
peace or war, had hitherto produced fo few events of 
inoment, that, to avQid tedioufncfs, we have omitted 
many of them, and have been very concife in relating the 
refr. If the Scots had, before this period, any real hif
tory, worthy of the name, except what they glean from 
fcattercd pafl:'lges in the Englifh hifiorians, thofe events, 
however minute, yet, being the only for~ign tran)'aetions 
of the nation, might dcfcrvc a place in it. · 

'I'I-IOUGH the government of Scotland had been conti- Affairs of 

.nually expofed to thofe faB:ions and convulfions, which Scotland. 

are incident to all barbarous, and to many civilized na-
tions; and though the fucceffions of their kings, the only 
}'iart of their hifrory which def,:rvcs any credit, had often 
~en difordered by irregular; ties and ufurpations; the true 
heir of the royal t:!mily had Hill in the end prevailed~ 
and Alexander IlL who had efpoufed the fifi:er of Edward, 
probably inherited, aftc~ a period of a-bove e!ght hundred 
yc~rs, and through a fl!cc..:ffion of males, the fcepter of 
ail the Scottiili princes, who had governed the nation, 
fi.ncc its firft efiablifhment in the i!land. This prince 
tiied in 1286 by a fall from his horfc at Kinghorn f, 

·ithout leaving :::.ny male i!Iuc, and without any defcen-

f Heming. vol. i, p. 7.9· Trivet, p. z67, 
R3 . c,lant, ... - ) 
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c H ': P. dant, except Margaret, born of Eric, king of N orwayj 
xm. M d , f h S . JL , \...--v---1 and of argaret, augnter o t e cott1111 monarch. 
u89. This princefs, commonly called the maid of Norway, 

though a female, and an infant, and a foreigner, yet be
ing the lawful heir of the kingdom, had, through her 
grandfather's care, been recognized fucceffor by the fl:ates 
of Scotland g; and on Alexander's death, the difpofitions, 
which had been previoufly made againfr that event, ap~ 
peared fo j ufr and prudent, that no diforders, as might 
naturally be apprehended, enfucd in the kingdom. l\1ar~ 

garet was acknowledged queen of Scotla.r:d; five guar
dians, the bifhops of St. Andrews and Glafgow, the earls 
of fife and Buch:m, and J ames, fteward of Scotland, 
entered peaceably upon the adminifiration ; · and the in
fant princefs, under the protection of Edwan.l, her great 
uncle, and Eric, her father, who exerted themfelves on 
this occafion, feemed firmly fcatcd on the throne of Scot
land. The Englifh monarch was naturally led to build 
mighty projcCl:s on this event; and having lately, by 
force of arms, brought VI ales under fubjcCl:ion, he at
tempted, by the marriage of Margaret with his eldcfl: fon 
Edward, to unite the whole ifl«nd into one monarchy, 

' and thereby to give it fccurity both againfr domcfric con-
u9o. vulfions and foreign. invafions. The amity, which had 

of late prevailed between the two nations, and which, 
even in former times, had never been jntcrrupted by any 
violent wars or injuries, facilitated extremely the execu
tion of this project, fo favourable to the happinefs and 
grandeur of both kingdoms ; and the frates of Scotland 
rc~adil y gave their afr nt to the Englifh propofals, and 
even agreed, that their young fovereign fhould be edu
cated in the court of Edward. Anxious, hO'\.vever, for , 
the liberty and independancy of their country, they took 
care to fripulate very equitable conditions, ere they 

Rymer, vol, ii. p, ~66~ 

entruiled 
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cn.trufied themfelves into the hands of fo great and foam- C ~:~. P. 

bitious a monarch. It was agreed, that they ihou1d enjoy "---..--J 

all their ancient laws, liberties, and cufi:oms; that in cafe u~o. 

young Edward and Margaret iliould die without iffue, 
the crown of Scotland ihould revert to the next heir, and 
fhould be inherited by him free and independant ; that 

the military tenants of the crown {hould never be obliged 
to go out of Scotland, in order to do homage to the fove ... 
reign of the united kingdoms, nor the chapters of cathe ... 
dral, collegiate, or convcntual church~s, in order to make 
eleCtions; that the parliaments, fummoned for Scotch 
afF.'lirs, ihould always be held within the bounds of that 

kingdom ; and that Edvn.rd ihould bind himfelf, under 

the penalty of I oo,ooo marks, payable to the pope for 
the ufc of the holy wars, to obferve all thefe articles h. 

It is not eafy: to conceive, that two nations could hav~ 
treated more on a foot of equality than Scotland and Eng ... 

land maintained during the \vhole courfe of this tranfac-
tion: And though Edward gave his aiTent to the article, 
concerning the future indcpendancy of the Scottiih crown, 

vrith a faving of his former ri'ghts; this referve gave no 
alarm to the nobility of Scotland, both becaufe thefe 
rights, having hitherto been little heard of, had occafioned _ 
no difi:urbance, and becaufe the Scots had fo near a pro-
fpet1 of feeing them entirely ab for bed in the rights of their 
fovercignty. -

BuT this projeCt, fo happily formed and fo amicably ngt. 
conJuB:ed, failed of fuccefs, by the fudden death of the 
l'forv~zian princefs, who expired on her pa£I:'tgc to s ,cot-
la.nd i, ~nd left a very di!inal profpetl: to th~ kingdom. 
Thoub,.,.h diforders were for the prefcnt obviated bv the ~omhpetit(lrs 

' , JOT I e 
2.uthority of the regency formerly efiabEihccl, the fuc- cro~n of 

• • Sco.land. 

h Rymer, vol, ii, p. 4S1.. i Herr.i:-g. vol. i, p. 30, Trivet, 

p. 163. 
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c H A P. ceffion of the crown itfelf was now become an object of 

~ difpute; and the regents could not expect, that a contro-
ugx. verfy, which is not ufually decided by reafon and argu

ment alone, would be peaceably fettled by them, or even 
by the Rates of the kingd.om, amidfl: fo many powerful 

pretenders. The poHerity of William, king of Scot
land, the prince taken prifoner by Henry II. being all 
cxtinB: by the death of Margaret of Norway; the right 
to the crown devohred on the line of David, earl of 
Huntingdon, brother to William, whofe male line, being 
alfo extincr, left the fucceffion open to the pofterity of 
his daughters. The earl of Huntingdon had three daugh
ters; Margaret, married to Alan lord of Galloway, !fa
bella, wife of Robert Brus or Bruce, lord of Annandale, 

and Adama, who efpoufLd Henry lord Hafiings. Mar
garet, the eldefr of the fificrs, left one daughter, Dever

gilda, married to John Baliol, by' whom fhe had a fon of 

the fame name, one of the prefent candidates for the 
crown : If.1.bella the fecond bore a fon, Robert Bruce, 
who was now alive, and alfo 1nfifl:ed on his claim: Adama 

the third left a fon, John Hafliags, who pretended, that 
the kingdorri of Scotland,-·Eke many other inheritances, 

was divifible amcng the three daughters of the earl of 

Huntingdon, and that he, in the right of his mother, 
,had a t1tle to a thinl of it. Baliol and Bruce united 
againfl- Hafrings, in maintaining that the kingdom was 
indivifible ; but each of them, fup?orted by plaufible 
reafons, affcrted the preference of his· own title, Baliol 
·was fprung from the elder branch : Bruce was one degree 
nearer the coni!non fiock ; If the principle of rcprcfenta
tion wa5 rcgardeJ, the former had the better Claim: If 
propinquity was confidercd, the latter was entitled to the 
preference k : 'I'he fcntirncnts of men we~c divided: All 
the nobility had t::tken p?trt with one fide or the other: 

The 
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The people followed implicitly their leaders: The two C H A P. 
XII f. 

~laimants themfelves had great power and numerous re-~ 
tainers in Scotland: And it is no wonder, that, among ugx. 

a rude people, more accufiomed to arms than enured to 

~aws, a controverfy of this nature, which could not be 

decided by any former precedent among them, and which 

is capable of exciting commotions in the mofi legal anc\ 

befi efiablifhed governments, fhould threaten the ftate 

with the mofi fatal convuHions. 
EAcH century has its peculiar mode in conducting bu

finefs ; and men, guided more by cufiom than by reafon, 
follow, without enquiry, the manners, which are pre
valent in their own time. The practice of that age, in 
the controverfies between fiates and princes, feems to have 

~een to chufe a foreign prince, as an equal arbiter, by 

~horn the quefiion was decided, and whofe fcntence pre
vented thofe difmal confufions and diforders, infeparable 
at all times from war, but which were multiplied a 
hundred fold, and difpcrfed into every corner, by the na

ture of the feudal governments. It was thus that the 

Englifh king and barons, in the foregoing rci.;n, had 

endeavoured to compofe their diffenfions by a reference to 
the king of France; and the celebrated integrity of that 
monarch had prevented all the bad effects, which might 

naturally have been drc~ded from fo perilous an exp~

dicnt. It w~ts thus that the kings of France and Arra

gon, and afterwards other princes, had fuhmitted their 
controvcrfies to Edward's judgments and the remotcnefs 

of their £b.tes, the great power of the princes, and the little 
interefr \ ·hich he had on either fide, had induced him to. 

acquit himfelf with honour in his decifions. The parlia

ment of Scotland, therefore, threatened with a furious 

civil war, and allured by the great. reputation . of the Eng ... 
lifh monarch, as well as by the preicnt amicable corre

fpondcncc between the kingdoms, agreed in making a 
reference 
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C H ~ P. reference to Edward; and Frafer, bifhop of St. Andrews 
Xlll. . h h d . r. "f h" ' '---"v--J w1t ot er eput1es, was 1ent to not1 y to 1m their refo-
J!9t. Iution, and to claim his good offices in the prcfcnt dan

Rtfctence 
~vEdwarJ. gers to which they were expof~d 1

• His inclination, they 

I 

flattered themf~!"'"" led him to prevent their diifenfions, 
and to interpofe with a power, which none of the compe
titors would dare to withfiand : When this expedient was 
propofcd by one party, the other dcc..:md it danJ'crous to 
objeB: to it: Indifferent pcrfons thought that the imminent 
perils of a civil war would thereby be prevented: And 
no one refL.tl:ed on the ambitious character of Edward, 
and the almoft certain ruin, which mufr attend a fmall 

ftatc, divided by faction, when it thus implicitly fubmits 
itfclf to the will of fo powerful and encroaching a neigh
bour. 

, Hc':;3f.e cf THE temptation was too flrong for the Yirtue of the 
~.a.laua. Engli'ili monarch to refi!L He propofeJ to lay hold of 

the prcf2nt favourabb opportunity, and if not to create, 
a.t leafi to revive, his claim of a feudal fuperiority orcr 
Scotland ; a claim which had hitherto lain in the dcepcft 

obfcurity, and which, if ever it had been an object of at

tention, or had been fo much as fufpected, would have 

~fFetl:ually prevented the Scottiili barons from chufing 
him for an umpire. He well knew, th::1t, if this prc
tcnfion were once fubmittcd to, as it fccmed difficult, in 

the prcfcnt fituation of Scotland, to oppofc it, the abfo
lt!tc fovereignty of that kingdom, ('-"hi eh had been the 
cc;fc with 'Vales) would foon follow; and that one great 
vdiai, cooped up in an ifland with his liege lord, without 
refource from foreign powers, without aid from any 
fellow vaffals, could not long maintain his dominions 
;;-~ait!ft the efforts of a mighty kingdom, affified by a11 
the cavils which the feudal law afforded his fuperior 
~ ~ainfr him. In purfuit of this great cbjccr,, very ad van-

tagco~, 
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tageous to England, perhaps in the end no lcfs benefici::ll C jt A P. 

~o Scotland, but extremely unjufr and iniquitous in itfelf, ~ 
Eclward bufied himfelf in fearcl:ing for proofs of his pre- 1291. 

tended fuperiority; and infread of looking into his own 

~rchivcs, which, if his claim had been real, mufr hav~ 
afforded him numerous records of the homages done by 

the Scottifh princes, and could alone yield him any au-

thentic tefrimony, he made all the monafrcries be r.an-

facked for old chronicles and hifrories written by Eng-

lifhmcn, and he collected all the paffages, which fecmed 

anywife to favour his preten(l.ons ~, . Yet even in this · 

method of proceeding, which mufr have difcovercd to 

himfelf the injufrice of his claim, he was far from being 

fortunate. He began his proofs from the time ofEdward the 
elder, and continued them through all the fubfequc:1t Saxon 

and Norman times; but produced nothing to his purpofe "· 
l"'l.1e whole amount of his authorities during the Saxon 

pe:;iod, when :!tripped of the bombafr and inaccurate frylc 

of the rnonkifh hifrorians, is, that the Scots had feme-

times been defeated by the Englifh, had received peace 

on diu1dvantageous terms, had made fubmiffions to the -

Engli{h monarch, and had even perhaps fallen into fome 

dependance on a power, which was fo much fupcrior, 

and which they had not at that time fufficient force to 
refi.£1:. His authorities from the Norman period \Vcrc, if 

poffiblc, frill lcfs conclufive: The hlfl:orians indeed make 
f¥>411ent mention of homage done by the northern po-, 

tcntatc; but no one of them fays that it was done for hi:; 

kingdom, and feveral of them dedarc, in exp~cfs terms, 

that it was relative only to the fiefs which he enjoyed 
fou~h of the Tweed(); in the fame manner, as the king 

of England himfelf fwore fealty to the French monar.h, 

for the fiefs which he inherited in France. And to fuch 

m Wa!fing, p. 55• n Ry:ncr, vol. ii. p. 559• e1 Hoveden, 

f• 492, 66z.. M. Paris, p. 109. M. Weft. P• ~56. 
'},1 •• 
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c H A P. fcandalous fhifts was Edward reduced, that he quotes a 
XIII. t • • Jr d h S ~ paffage from Hoveden P, W11ere 1t IS auerte , t a~ ~ c~t-
ugx. tifh king had done homage to England ; but he purpofely 

omits the latter part of the fentence, which cxpreffes 
that this prince did homage for the lands which he h~ld 
in England. 

WHEN William, king of Scotland, was taken prifoner 
in the battle of Alnwic, he was obliged, for the recovery 
of his liberty, to fwear fealty to the vi8:or for his crown 
itfelf. The deed was performed according to all the rites 
of the feudal law : The record was preferved in the 
Englifh archi,'es, ~ well as mentioned by all the hifio
rians ; But as it is the only one of the kind, and as hifio
rians fpeak of this fuperiority as a great acquifition gained 
by the fortunate arms of Henry II. q there can remain no 
doubt, that the kingdom of Scotland was, in all former 
periods, entirely free ;1nd independant. Its fubjection 
continued a very few years: King Richard, defirous, be
fore his departure for the Holy Land, to conciliate the 
friendihip of William, renounced thJ.t homage, which, 
he f..tys in cxprcfs terms, had been extorted by his father; 
and he only retained the ufual homage which had beeq 
clone by the Scottifh princes for the lands which they 
held in England. 

BuT though this tranfa8:ion rendered the independance 
of Scotland frill more unqucfiionable, than if no fealty 
lud ever been fworn to the Eno-lifh crown · the ScottiD1 

b ' 
kings, apprized of the point aimed at by their powerful 
neig!1bours, fecm for a long time to have retained fome 
jcalou(y on that head, and in doing homage, to have 
anxio fJy obviated all fuch pretenfions. When Vlilliam 
in 1200 did homage to John at Lincoln, he was careful 
to infcrt a falvo for his royal dignity r: \Vhen Alexandct 
III. fcnt affifhnce to his father-in-law, Henry III. during 

p P. 6(z. 
q Neubr, lib, ii, cap. 4• Kny1;hton, p. lJ,9Z• 

' Hoveden, f· 8n. 
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the wars of the barons, he previoufly procured an ac- c H A P. 

h. .d d I fj xur. knowledgment, that t Is a1 was grante on y rom ._._,...__J 

friendihip, not from any right claimed by the Englifh ug~o 

monarchs: And when the fame prince was invited to 

ailifr at the coronation of this very Edward, he declined 
attendance, till he received a like acknowledgment t. 

BuT as all thefe rcafons, (and fl:ronger could not be 
produced) were but a feeble rampart againft the power of 
the iword, Edward, carrying with him a great army, 
which was to enforce his proofs, advanced to the frontiers, 
and invited the Scottifu padiament and all the competi
tors to attend him in the ca:!He of Norham, a place fitu
ated on the fouthern banks of the Tweed, in order to 

d~termine that caufe, which had been referred to his ar
bitration. But though this ' deference feemed due to fo 
great a monarch, and was no more than what his father 

and the Englifu barons had, in fimilar circumftances, 
paid to Lewis IX. the king, careful not to give umbrage, 
and determined never to produce his claim, till it thould 
be too late to think of oppofition, fent the Scotti!h ba

rons an acknowledgment, that, though at this time they 
paffed the frontiers, this ftcp !hould never be drawn into 

precedent, or afford the Engliih kings a pretence for ex-

aB:ing a like fubmiffion in any future tranfaction u. I'Jth May. 

When the whole Scottiih nation had thus unwarily put 

thcmfdves in his power, Edward opened the conferences 

at Nor ham : He informed the parliament, by the mouth 
of Roger le Braban~on, his chief j ufticiary, that he was 

come thither to determine the right among the competi-
tors to their crown ; that he was determined to do ' firi8: 
j u:flice to all parties ; and that he was i!1titled to this 
author~ty, not in virtue of the reference made to him, but 

in quality of fupcrior and liege lord of the kingdom •:·. 

s Rymer, Vt>l. ii. P· 844· t s~e note [B 1 at the end ~,f the VPll.lme. 

u Rymer, vo: ii, p. 539, S4S• Walnng. p. 56. w Ry:ner, vol. ii. 
P• 54)• See nJte (CJ at tac e1~d of the v.1lume. 

He 
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c H A 1'· He then produced his proofs of this fuperiority, which h~ 
XIII • 

~pretended to be unqueitionable, and he required of them 
n9x. an ad::nowl.edgment of it; a demand, which was fuper

fluous if the fact were already known and avowed, and 
which plainly betrays Edward's confcioufi1efs of his lame 
2.nd defetl:ive title. The Scotch parliament was aftoniilied 
at fo new a pretenfion, and anfwered only by their filence. 
But the king, in order to maintain the appearance of free 
and regular proceedings, defired them to remove into their 
own country, to deliberate upon his claim, to examine his 
proofs, to propofc all their objections, and then to inform 
him of their refolution: And he appointed a plain at Up~ 
fcttleton, on the northern banks of the Tweed, for th:rt 
purpofe. 

WHEN the Scottifi1 barons affembled in this place, 
though moved with indignation at the injuftice of this 
unexpcclcd claim, and at the fraud with which it had 
been conduCted, they found themfelvcs betrayed into a 
fituation, in which it was impofiiblc for them to make 
any defence for the ancient liberty and independance of 
their country. 'I'he king cf E.1g1and, a martial and po
litic prince, at the head of a pov:erful army, lay at a very 
frnall di1hnce, and was only fcpan:.ted from them by a 
river fordable in many places. Though by a fudden 
flight fome of them might thc171fclves be able to make 
their efcape; what hopes could they entertain of fecuring 
the kingdom againfi: his future entcrprizes? vVithout a 

head, without union among therr..felves, attached all of 
them t~ different competitors, v.rhofc title they had rafhly 
fubmitted to the dcciilon of tr :s foreign ufurpcr, and who 

were thereby reducul to an abfolute dependance upon 
him; they could only expect by rcfifrance to entail on 
themfclves and their pofrerity a more grievous and more 
deihuetive fervitude. Yet even in this defperatc fl:atc of 
their a~airs, the Scottiih barons, as we learn from \Val· 

fin~ham,_ 
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fir gham w, one of the b ft hifrori:ms of that period, had C H A P. 
XIU. 

the courage to rep I y, that, till they had a king, they could '--v--J 

-take no refolution on fo mo~cntous a point: T'he journal U9l• 

of king Edwanl f2.ys, that they mad~ no anfwer at all x : 

'rhat is, perhc..ps, no partimlar anfwer or objeB:ion to 
Edward's claim: And by this folution it is poffible to re-
concile the journal with the hifiorian. The king, there-

. fore, interpreting their fi1ence as confent, addrcffed himfelf 
to the fevcral competitor!:>, and previoufly to his pro
nouncing fentence, required their acknowledgment of his 
fuperiority. 

IT is evident from the genealogy of the royal family 
of Scotland, that there C(.uld only be two queH:ions about 
the fucccffion, that between Baliol and Bruce on the one 
hand, and lord Hafrings o:1 the other, concerning the par
tition of the crown j and that between Baliol and Bruce 
themfelves, concerning the preference of their refpeBire 

titles, fuppofing the k:ingdom indivifib1e: Yet there ap
peared on this occafion no lefs than nine claim;:nts befides; 
John Comyn or Cummin lord of Badenoch, Florence earl 
of Holland, ,Patric Dunbar earl of r./I:arch, William de 
V efcey, Robert de Pynkeni, Nicholas de Soules, Patric 

Galythly, Roger de :r"1<mdeville, Robert de Rofs; not .:o 
mention the king of Ton:ay, who claimed as heif to h:s 
daughter Margaret Y. Some of thefe competitors \vere 

dcfcended from more remote branches of the royJl family; 

others were even fprung from illegitimate children; and 

as none of them had the leafi pretence of right, it is natu

ral to conjeCture, that Edward had fecretly encourag,d 

them to appe:-r in the Jifi: of claimants, that he migh~ 
fow the more di\·ifion amo1 g the Scotti:lh nobility, m~ke 

w Page 56. r.,r, Well:. p 436. It is faid by Hcn:ingford, vol. i. p. 33• • 
that the king rren3ccd vioiern1y the Scotch b2ron•, anJ f'>rced them to com-

plinnrc, at leaf!: to file-.c::. x RymerJ vo!.ii, p. 548. 

Y Wa~flng. P• sSt 

t. 
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c H A P. the caufe appear the more intricate, and be able to chufe 
. XIII. b h fi br. . d.d c..-.-....r among a great num er, t c mo o 1equwus can 1 ate. 

129r. BuT he found them all equally obfcquious on this oc-
cafion z. Robert Bruce was the :firfr that acknowledged 

Edward's right of fup2riority over Scotland; and he had 

fo far forefeen the king's pretenfions, that, even in his pe
tition, where he fet forth his claim to the crown, he had 

previoufly applied to him as liege lord of the kingdom; a 

:fiep which was not taken by any of the other candidates a, 

They aJ, however, with feeming willingnefs, mace a 
like acknowledgment when required; though Ealiol, lefr 

he :lhould give ofFence to the Scotti:lh nation, had taken 
care to be abfent during the :firft days; and he was the 
laft who recognized the king' title b. Edward next de

liberated concerning the method of proceeding in the dif-

. cuffion of this great controverfy. He gave orders, that 

Baliol, and fuch of the competitors as adhered· to him, 
ihould chufe forty commiffioners ; Bruce and his adhe

rents other forty : To thefe the king added twenty-four 
'Englifhmen : And he ordered thefe hundred and four 

· commi:ffioners to examine the caufc deliberately among 

themfelves, and make their report to him c : And he pro

mifed in the enfuing year to give his determination. 

Mean while, he pretended, th:1t it was rcquifite to have 

all the fortreffes of Scotland delivered into his hands, in 

order to enable him, without oppofition, to put the true 

heir in 1;offcffion of the crown ; and this exorbitant de

mand wz.s complied with, both by the frates and by the 

claimants d, The govcrn<;>rs .alfo of all the ca:fi:lcs imme

di~tely refigncd their command; except Umfreville earl 

. of Angus, \vho refufed, without a formal and particular 

acquitt<..l from the parliament and the fevcral claimants; 

z Ry:nrr, vol. ii, p. 5'9· 545· Walling. p. s6. Hcming. vol. i. P· 33, 

34· Trivet, p. 26!:>. M. Weft. p. 415. a Rymer, vol. ii. p. 517, 
578, 579· b Ibid. P• 54.6. c Ibid. p. SSS' 556. 

ll lbid, p. 529· Walling. p. 56, 51• 

to 
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to furrcnder his fortreffes to fo domineering an arbiter, C H A P. 
XJlL 

who had given to Scotland fo many juft reafons of fuf- '--'v-......J 

prcwn c. Befor:.e this affembly broke up, wh1ch had fixed u.gi • 

fuch a mark of dilhonour on the nation, all the prelates 
and barons ther.e pr.efent fworc fealty to Edward ; ~nd 

that prince appointed commiffioners to receive a like oath 
from all the other barons and perfons of difiinetio!l in 
Scotland f. 

THE king having finally made; as he imagined, this 
important acquifition, left the commiffioriers to fit at Ber
wick, and examine the titles of the feveral competitors; 
who claimed the precarious crown, which Edwatd wa~ 
willing for fome time to allow the lawful heir to enjoy· 
He went fouthwards, hoth in order to affifi at the funerals 
of his mother, queen Eleanor, who died about this time; 
:t13d to compofe fome differences which had arifeh among 
his principal nobility~ Gilbert earl of Glocefter, the 
greateft baron of the kingdom, had efpoufed the king'G 
daughter; and being elated by that alliance, and frill more 
by his own power, which~ he thought, fet him above the 
laws, he permitted his bailiffs and yaffals to commit vio..: 
lence on the lands of Humphrey Bohun earl of Hereford~ 
who retaliat~d the injury by like violence. But this was 
not a reign in which fuch illegal proceedings could pafs 
with impunity. Edward procured a fentence againft the 

two earls; committed them both to prifon, and would not 
refiore them to their liberty, till he exaCted a fine of 1000 

marks from Hereford; and one of IO,ooo from his [on
in-law. 

DuRING this interval; the titles of 1 ohn Baiiol and of 
Robert Bruce, whofe claims appeared to be the beft 
founded among the competitors for the crown of Scot-

e Rymer, volw ii, P• 531• 

VoL; n. s 
r Ibid, P• 57l• 

hnd!' 
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c H ~ P. land, were the fubjeB: of general difquifition, as well a~ 
XI1I. ·rr:. Ed d . d ~ of debate among the commiulOncrs. war , m or er to 

1292. give greater authority to his intended decifion, propofed 

this general quefiion both to the commiffioners, and to 
all the celebrated lawyers in Europe; \Vhether a perfon 
defccnded from the eldeft fifier, but farther removed by 

one degree, was preferable, in the fucceffion of kingdoms, 
fids, and ot,her indivifible inheritances, to one defrended 

from the younger fifier, but on~ degree nearer to the com
mon fl:oc-k. This was the true ftate of the cafe; and the 

principle of reprdentation had now gained fuch ground 
every where, that an uniform anfwer was returned to the 
king in the affirmative. He therefore pronounced fentence 
in favour of Baliol; and when Bruce, upon this difap
pointment, joined afterwards lord Hafiings, and claimed 

a third of the kingdom, which he now pretended to be 

divifible, Edward, though his interefis feemed more to 

require th~ partition of Scotland, again pronounced fen-

Award of tence in favour of Baliol. That competitor, upon renew
:Edward in ing his oath of fealty to England, was put in poffeffion of 
favour of ...... 
Baliol. the kingdom g ; all his fortreffes were refl:ored to him b ; 

and the conduCt of Edward, both in the deliberate folem· 

nity of the proceedings, and in the jufl:ice of his award, , 

was fo far unexceptionable. 

H93· HAD the king entertained no other view than that of 
eil:abli!hing his fuperiority over Scotland, though the ini

quity of that claim was apparent, and was aggravated by 

the mofl: egregious breach of trufl:, he might have fixed 

his preten:fions, and have left that important acquifition 
to his pofl:erity: But he immediately proceeded in fuch a 
manner, as made it apparent, that, not content with this 

ufurpation, he aimed alfo at the abfolute fovereignty an~ 

g Rymer, vol. ii. p. sgo, 59r, 593, 6oo. 
p. 590· 

h Rymer, vol. ii. 

dominion 
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dominion of the kingdom. Infl:ead of gradually churing c H A P. 

h k d . h. . h f {i . XIII. the Scots to t e yo e, an exertmg IS ng ts o upen- '---v--J 
ority with moderation, he encouraged all app~als to Eng- I293• 

land; required king John himfelf, by fix different fum!. 
mons on trivial occafions, to come to London i; refufcd 
him the privilege of defending his caufe by a procurator ; 
and obliged him to appear at the bar of his parliament as 
a private perfon k, Thefe humiliating demands were 
hitherto quite unknown to a king of Scotland : They a1e 
however the neceffary confequence of vaffalage by the feu-
dal law; and as there was no preceding jnfl:ance of fuch 
treatment fubmitted to by a prince of that country, Ed-
ward mufl, from that circum:fl:ance alone, had there re-
mained any doubt, have been himfelf convinced, that his 
claim was altogether an ufurpation *· But his intention 
plainly was, to enrage Baliol by thefe inclignitie:;, to en-
gage him in rebellion, and to aflumc the dominion 
of the ftate as the punifhment of his trcafon and fe- . 
lony. Accord~ngly Baliol, though a prince of a foft and 
gentle fpirit; returned into Scotland highly prm'okccl at 
this ufage, and determined at all hazards to vindicate his 
liberty; and the war, which foon after broke out between 
France and E.~1gland, gave him a favourable oppol"tunity 
for executing his purpofe. 

THE violence, robberies, ahd difordets, to which that 
age was fo fubjeCl:, were not confined to the licentious 
barons and their retainers at land : 1 he fca was equally 
infefted with pyracy : The feeble execution of the laws 
had given licence to all orders of men: A1~d a g nerc.l 
appetite for rapine and revenge, !upported by a falfc point 

· of honour, had alfo infeCl:ed the merchants and mariners; 
and it pu!hed them, on any provocation, to feek redrefs, 
by immeJiate retaliation upon the aggreffors. A Norman 

i Rymer,vol.ii.p.6o;,6os,6o6,6oS,6xs,6t6. k Ryley'a 
Placit. Patl, p. 152, IS3• • S.e note [DJ at the end of the volume. 

S ?. and 
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c H A P. and Englifh :lhip met off the coafi near Bayonne; anJ 
XIII. b f- • r. r - 1 r. h . 
~ cth o them havmg occanon 10r water, t 1ey 1ent t e1r 

rz93· boats to land, and the fevcral crews came at the fame 
War with 
France. time to the fame fpring: There enfued a quarrel for the 

preference: A Norman, drawing his dagger, attempted to 
frab an Engli!hman ; who, grappling with him, threw 
his adverfary on the ground; and the Norman, as was 
pretended, falling on his own dagger, was flain 1

• This 
fcu:ffie between two feamen about water, kindled foon a 
a bloody war between the two nations, and involved a 
great part of Europe in the quarrel. The mariners· of 
the Norman fhip carried their complaints to the French
king: Philip, without enquiring into the faCl:, without 
demanding redrefs, bade them take revenge, and trouble 
him no more about the matter m. The Normans, who 
had been more regular than ufual in applying to the crown,. 
needed but this hint to proceed to immediate violence. 
'They feized an Englifh ihip in the channel; and hang
ing, along with fome dogs, feveral of the crew on the 
yard-arm, in prefence of their companions, difmiffed the 

· veffel n ; and bade the mariners inform their countrymen, 
that vengeance was now taken for the blood of the Nor• 
man killed at Bayonne. This injury, accompanied with 

' fo genei·al and deliberate an infult, was refentcd by the 
mariners of the cinque ports, who, without carrying any 
complaint to the king, or waiting for redrefs, retaliated 
by committing like barbarities on all Fr~nch veffels with
out diftinCl:ion. The French, provoked by their loffes, 
preyed on the fhips of all Edward's fubjeCl:s, whether 
Englifu or Gafcon : The fea became a fcene of pyracy 
between the nations: The fovereigns, without either fe
conding or repreffing the violence of their fubjcCl:s, feemcd. 
to continue indifferent fpectators: The Engliih ma~e pri-

J Walfing. p. 5S. Heming. vol. i. p. 39• m W alfing. P• sS• 
~ a H•ming. vol. i, p. 40. M, Wdl, p. ¥9• 

vate 
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vate affociations with the Irifh and Dutch feamen; the c H A P. 
XIII. 

:French with the Flemifu and Genoefe 0
: And the ani-~ 

JTIOfities of the people en both fides became every day 1293. 

more violent and barbarous. A fleet of two hundred 
N orm;m veffels fet f;lil to tbe fouth for wine and other 
commodities; and in their paffage, feizcd all the Engliil}. 
!hips which they met with; hanged the feamen, and 
~ ized the goods. The inhabitants of the Engliih {ea-
ports, informed of this event, fitted out .a fleet of fixty fail, 
ilronger and better manned than the others, and awaited 
the enc~y on their return. After an obfiinate battle, they 
put them to rout, and funk, defiroyed, or took the great-
er part of them v. No quarter was given, and it is pre-:-
tendcd, that the lofs of the French on this occa11on 
amounted to I5,ooo men: \Vhich is accounted for by 
this circumfrance, that the Norman fleet was employed 
in tranfporting a confiderable body of foldiers from the 
[outh 

THE affair was now become too important to be any 
longer overlooked by the fovereigns. On Philip's fending 
an envoy to demand reparation and refiitution, the king 
difpatchcd the bifhop of London to the French court, in 
order .to accommodate the quarrel. He firfr faid, that the 
Englifh courts of j ufiice were open to all men ; and if 
any Frenchman were injured, he might fGek reparation 
by courfe of law q. He next offered to adjufi: the matter 
by private arbiters, or by a perfonal interview with the 

·king of France, or by a reference either to the pope or the 
college of cardinals, or any particular cardinals, agreed 
on by both parties r. 'rhe French, probably the more 
difguftcd, as they were hitherto lofers in the quarrel, re
fufed all thefe expedients : The 'veffels and the goods of 
merchants were confifcated on both fides : Depredations 
were continued by the Gafcons on the wefrern coafi: of 

o Heming. vol. i. p. 4c. 

9hfap. Punft. vol. ii, p. 6og. 
P Walling, p. 6o. Trivet, P· 2.74• 
q T .1ivet, P• 2.7 5• r Ibid. 

3 France, · 
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c H A P. France, as well as by the Englifl.1 in the channel : Philip 
• xnr. . d h k' _, t f G . . h' ~ ctte t e mg, as uu.ce o menne, to appc-:tr m IS 

11.93. comt at :pari", and anfwer for thefe offc!1ccs: And Ed
W:!rd, ap

1 
rehenfive of danger to that province, fent John 

St. John, :m experienced foldicr, to Bourdeaux, and 
g:rrc him direCtions to put Guienne in a pofrurc qf de-

fences. 

ps
4

• TEAT he rr.ight however prevent a final rupture be-
twcc.n the n::a.~ior:s, the king difpatchcd his brother, Ed

mond, earl of Lancafl:er, to Paris : and as this prince had 

efpo·.!fed the queen of Navarre, mother to Jane, queen of 
France, he feemed, on account of that alliance, the moft 

proper perfon for finding expedients to accommodate the 

pifFerep<;e. Jane pretended to interpofe with her good 

offices : Mary, the queen-dowager, feigned the fame 

amicable difpofition : And thefe two princeffes told Ed

rnond, th?-t the circumftance, the moft difficult to adjuft, 

was the point of honour with Philip, who thought him

felf c;!fronted by the injuries committed againfi him by 
his fub-vaffals in Guienne: But if once Edward would 

co~fent to give him feizin and poffeffion of that province? 

~e would think hi$ honour fully repaired, would engage 

!O refl:ore Guienne immediately, and would accept of a 

very eafy fatisfaB:ion for all the other injuries. The king 

was confulted on this occafio!'l; and as he then found him

fclf in immediate danger of war with the Scots, which he 

regarded as the more important concern, this politk 

prince, blinded by his favourite paffion for fubduing that 

nation, allowed himfelf tp be deceived by fo grofs an ar

tifice t. He fent his brother orders to fign and execute 

the treaty wi~h the two queens; Philip folemnly promifed 

~o execute his part of it; and the king's citation to ap

pear in the cou~ ~f F ranee, was accordingly recalled : 

s Trivet, p. z76. t Rymer, vol. ii, p. 6I!,h 6zo, Walfing. p. 6r. 

J·!~min~. ~?1, i. p. 4~, 43• Trivet, p. :n~ 
But 
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But the French monarch was no fooner put in p01feffion c H A P. 
. . . ,. XI!!. 

of Gmenne, th:m the c:t~twn was renev.red ; .Ectw?.rd v.'as '--v---J 

ccndemned for non-appearance ; and Guienne, by a for- ll:J4• 

mal fentence, was uechrecl to be forfeited and annexed to 
the crown". 

Enw ARD, fallen into a like fnare ,-;ith that which he 
himfelf had fprcad for the Scots, was enraged ; and the 

more fo, as he was ju!Hy afhamed of his own conduct, in 

being fo egregiou!ly over-reached by the court of France. 
Senfible of the extreme difficulties, which he fhould en

counter !n the recovery of G"fcony, where he had not 

retained a fingle place in his hands ; he endeavoured to 

compenfate that lofs, by forming alliances with fcveral 

European princes, who, he propofed, fhould attack France 

on all quarters, and make a di\'erfion of h~r forces. 

Adolphus de Naffau, king of the Romans, entered into a 
treaty with him for that purpofe w; as did alfo Amad::eus, 
count of Savoy, the archbi{hop of Cologne, the counts 
of Gueldre and Luxembourg ; the duke of Erabant and 

count of Barre, who had married his two daughters, 
1\IIargarct and Elcanor: But thefe alliances were extremely 
burdenfome to his narrow revenues, and proved in the 

iffue entirely ineffectual. More impreffion was made on 

Guienne by an Englifh army, which he completed by 
emptying the jails of many thoufand thieves and robbers, 
who had been confined there for their crimes. So low 
had the profeffion of arms fallen, and fo much had it de

generated from the efiimation in which it :fi:ood durirg 
the vigour of the feudal fyfrcm ! 

THE king himfelf was detained in England, firft by 1zg ;. 

contrary winds x, then by his apprehenfions of a Scotch 
invafion, and by a rebellion of the W elfh, whom he re-

n Rymer, vol. ii, p. 62o, 6a2. W. !ling. p. 6r. Trivet, p. 278. 
w Hemin&• vol. i, p. 51. x Chron, DunCl, vol. ii. P· 6zz, 

S 4 prcffed 
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c H A P. prcfTcd and brought again under fubjccrion Y. The army, 
xnr. · , 
~ which he fent to Guienne, '\Vas commanded by his ne-

F~5· ph~w, John de Brctagne, earl of Richmond, and u~1dc~ 
him by St. John, Tibetot, de V ere, and other officers ~f 
~eputation z ; w~o made themfelves mafre!s of the town 

of Bayonnc, as well as of Bourg, Blaye, Rions, S~. Se,
vcrc, and other places, which fl:raitened Bourdeaux, and 
cut off its communication both by fea and land. · Th~ 
favour, which the Gafcon nobility bore to the Englifh 
government, facilitated thefe conquefrs, and fec~ed tq 
promife frill greater fuccefTes; but this advantage wa!l 
foon loft by the mifconduct of fome of the officers. Phi
lip's brother, Charles de Valois, who commanded the 
French armies, having laid fiege to Podenfac, a fmall 
fortrefs near Rions, obliged Giffard, the gO\ernor, tq 

~apitulate; and the articles, though favourable to the 
Englifh, left a11 the Gafcons prifoners at difcretion, of 
whom about fifty were hanged by Charles as rebels : A 

policy, by which he both intimidated that people, and 
produced an irreparable breach between them and the 
Engliili Ol. ·that prince immediately attacked Rions, 

where the earl of Richmond himfelf commanded; and a~ 
the place fccmcd not defenfible, the Englifu general drew 

!Iis troops to the water-fide, with an intention of embark

ing with the grcatefi: part of the army. The enraged 

Gafcons fell upon his rea~, and at the fame time opened 
their g~ttcs to the French, who, bcfidcs making themfclvei 

p1afiers of the place, took many prifoners of difrinB:ion: 
.. ~t. S<>vere vvas more vigoroufly defended by Hugh de V ere, 
ion of the earl of Oxford; but was at lafi: oblicred to ea~ 

. b 

pitubte. The French king, not content with thefe fuc-:_ 

~effcs in Gafcony, threatened England with an itwafion; 

Y Walfing. p. 6:!-. 
" pu nA:. vol. ii, p. 6z1., 

~-ol .• i. P• 49• 
I I" ~ • 

Heming. vol. i. p. 55• Trivet, p. ':8?.. Chron, 
z Triv~t, p. "279• a Hem.~ng. 

and 
• .11 
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:.tnd by a fudden attempt, his troops took ~nd burnt Do- C H A P. 
· . . XIII. 

vcr b, but were obliged foon after to retire. And in order~ 

to make a greater diverfion of the Engliili force, and en- ugs. 

o-ao-e Edward in dangerous and important wars, he formed 
~~ 0 ...... • 

; 1Ccret. alliance witl1 John Baliol;. king of _Scotland; the 

com;nenceme~t of that frriB: union, which, durin~ fo 

;man.y centuries, was maintain~d, by mut~al interefrs and 

ncce11ities, between the French and Scottifh nations. 

John confirmed this alliance by :fiipulating a marriage 

-between his eldefr fon and the daughter of Philip de V a

lois c, 

!THE expences attending thefe multiplied wars of Ed- Digreffi?n 
concermng 

ward, and his preparations for war, joined to alterations t?econftitu-
. . d . r.bl k 1 . h l n. ftlon of par .. wh1ch ha mfenn y ta ·en p ace m t e genera nate o liamenr. 

affairs, obliged him to have frequent recourfe to parlia-
.mentary fupp!ies, introduced the lower orders of the frate 

into the public councils, and laid the foundations of great 

and important changes in the government. 

THOUGH nothing could be worfe calculated for culti

vating the arts of peace or maintaining peace itfelf, than 

the long fubordination of vaffalage from the king to the 

m"ancfr gentleman, and the confequent flavery of the 

lt>wcr people, evils infeparable from the feudal fy:fiem ; 

that fyfl:cm was never able to fix the :fiate in a proper war

like pofture, or give it the full exertion of its power for 
defence, and ftill lefs for offence, again:ft a public enemy. 

The military tenants, unacquainted with obedience, un

experienced in war, held a rank in the trqops by their 

birth, not by their merits or fervices; compofed a difor
derly and confequently a feeble army; and during the 

few days, which they were obliged by their tenures to re

mail]. in. the field, were often more formidable to their 

~wn prin~e thap to foreign powers, againfr whom they 

were affembled. T4e fovereigns came gradually to difufe 

b Trivet, p. 284. Chron. Dunft. vol. ii, p. 642. c Rymer, + ii. p. 6So, 6SJ;. 695• 697• Hemin'• vol. j, p. 76, Trivet, P• :1.85. 
this 



~· 

zc5 H I S T 0 R Y 0 F ~ N G L A N D. 

c H A P. this cumberfome and dangerous machine, fo apt to recoil 
Xlli. 1 h d h. h h Id . d h . h .. ~ upon tne an w IC e ·lt ; an cxc angmg t e mlli-

n95· tary fervice for pecuniary fupplies, inlifreu forces by 
means of a contraCt with particular officers, ( fuch as thofe 

the Italians der:ominate Conc/ottieri) whom they difmi[ed 
at the end of the war ci. The barons and knights them

felves often entered into the!c engagements with the prince; 

a~d we:e enabled to fill their bands, both by the autho
rity which they poffeffed over their vaffals and tenants, 

and from the grea"t numbers of loofe, diforder1y people, 

whom they found on their efiates, and who willingly em~ 
braced an opportunity of gratifying their appetite for war 
;1nd rapine. 

MEAN-WHILE, the old Gothic fabric, being negletled, 

went gradually to decay. Though the Conqueror had 

divided all •the lands of England into fixty thoufand 
knights' fees, the number of thefe was infenfibly dimi

niilied by various artifices ; and the king at lafi: found, 

that, by putting the law in execution, he could afrcmble 
a fmall part only of the ancient force of the kingdom. It 

was an ufual expedient for men, who held of the king or 

grea'- barons by military tenure, to transfer their land to 
the ~hurch, and receive it back by another tenure called 

frankalmoigne, by which they were not bound to perform 
any fervice e. A law was made agai;J.fr this practice; 

but the abufe had probably gone far before it was attended 

to, and probably was not entirely correCted by the new 

fratute, vhich, like, moft laws of that age, we may con
jeCture to have been but feebly executed by the magiftrate 
againft the perpetual intcrefr of fo many individuals. 

The con.fbble and marefcha1, when they muftered the 

arrr..ics, ofu·n, in a hurry, and for want of better infor
mation, received the fervice of a bc::.ron for fewer knight's 

fees, than were due by him; and one precedent of this 

~ Co~ton's Abr. p. u. e Madox's Baronia Anr,lica, p. I J4• 
1 kind 
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kinu was held good againfi the king, and became ever c H .. A P. 
Xlli. 

after a reafon for diminifhing the fe1·vicc r. The rolls of ~ 
k11ights' fees were in::tccurately kept ; no care was taken 12.95• 

to corrc8: them before the armies were f ummoned into the 

field g ; it was then too late to think of examining records 

and charters ; and the fervice was accepted on the footing 

which the vaffal himfelf was pleafed to acknowledge, after 

all the various fubdiviftons and conj~mB:ions of property 

had thrown an obfcurity on the nature and ext~nt of his 

tenure h. It is eafy to judge of the intricacies which 

would attend difputes of this kind with individuals; when 

even the numb~r of n ilitary fees, belonging to the church, 
whofe property was fixtd and unalienable, became the 
fubjeB: of controverfy; and we find in particular, that, 

when the bifhop of. Durham was charged with fevcnty 

knights' fees for the aid levied on the m~rri::!ge of Henry 

H.'s daughter to the duke of Saxony, the prelate acknow-
ledged ten, and difowncd the other fixty i. It is not 

known in what manner this difference was terminated ; 

but had the quefiion been concerning an armament to tie-
fend the kingdom, the bi{hop's fervice would probably 

have been received w~thout oppofition for ten fees ; and 

this rate mufr alfo have fixed all his future payments. 
Pecuniary fcutages, therefore, dimini£hed as much as mi-

litary fervices k: Other methods of filling the exchequer 

~s well as the armies mufi be devifed : New fituations 

f M<.dox's Baronia Anglica, p. IJ 5• 
g We h·!.u only of one kinf<, Ilenry I I. who took this ~ains; and the re-

cord, called Liber niger Scaccarii, was the refult of it, 

h Madox. Bar. An~. p. u6. i Ibid. p. nz. Hill. of Exch. 

P· 4°4· 
k In order to pay the fum of IOo,oco marks, as king Richard's ranfom, 

t\'.eJHy ll.lllings were: impf.[cd on each knight's fee. Had the fees remained 

on the urigin<~l footing, as fetth:J by the conqueror, this fcutar;G would have 

amounted to 9o,ooo marks, which was nearly the fum required: But we find, 

that many other grievous taxes were impofed to 'omplete it: A certain proof, 

~hat many frauds and abufes had preuiled in the roll of knights fees. 

produced 
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.c H A P produced new laws and infi:itutions: And the great dtcr., 
XIll. . . fi d '}' f h ~ atwns m the nanccs an . m1 1tary power o Le crown, 

J?-95· as well as in private property, were the fot:rce of equal 
innovat~ons in every part of the lcgiflature or civil govern-: 
mcnt. 

'rHE exorbitant e:ftates, conferred by the Norman on 
his barons and chieftains, remained not long entire anti 
unimpaired. 'I'he landed property was gradually iharcd 
out into more hands ; ancl thofe immenfe b~:onics were 

divided, either by provifions to younger children,'by par
titions among co-heirs, by falc, or by efcheating to the 
king, who gratified a great pumber of hi'> courticrs, l y 
dealing them out among them in fmallcr portions. Such 
p1oderate efi<}tes, as they required ceconomy, and confined 

1he proprietors to live at home, were better calcuhted for 
/ duration; and the order of knights and fmali baron~ ~,rew 

<.lai"ly more numerous, and began to form a vrry refpcCl:

;lblc rank o~ order in the fiate. As they were all im
mediate vaffals of the crown by military enure, they 

were, from the principles of the feudal la\v, equally in
titled with the greatefl: barons to a feat in the national or 
·~cneral councils; and this right, though regarded as a 
privilege, which the owners would not entirely relinquifh, 

iWas alfo con:fidered as a burthen, which they defired to be 
fubjected to on extraordinary occa.fions only. Hence it 
was provided in the charter of king John, that, while the 

great barons were fummoned to the national council by a 
particular writ, the fmall barons, under yvhich appc1l;1-

tion the knights 1vcre alfo comprehended, lhould only be 
called by a general fummons of the iheriff. The difiinc

tion between great and fmall barons, like that between 
rich and poor, was not exactly defined; but, agreeably 

to the inaccurate genius of that age and to the fimplicity 

of ancient government, was left very much to ~c detcr

!Jlined by the difcretion of the king and hi~ miniffers. It 

Wq~ 
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·w,1s ufu:1l for the prince to require, by a particular fum- C H A P. 

b . 1' d XIII. mons, the attendance of a aron m one par tament, an ~ 
to ncglecr him in future parliaments 1 ; nor was this un- u95· 

certainty ever compl?.ined of as an injury. He attended 
when required: He was better pleafed on other occafions 
to be exempted from the burthen: And as he was ac
knowledged to be of the fame order with the greateft ba-
rons, it gave them no furprize to fee him take his feat in 
the great council, whether he appeared of his own accord, 
or by a particular fummons from the king. The barons 
by Jft'?·it, therefore, began gradually to intermix them-
felve swith the ancient barons by Tenure; and, as Camde.r;t 
tells us ·~, from an ancient manufcript, now loft, that, 
after the b:!ttle of Eve£ham, a pofitive law was enacted, 
p;-ohibiting ev·ery baron from appearing in parliament, 
who was not invited thither by a particular fummons, 
the whole baronage of England held thenceforward their 
feat by writ, and this important privilege of their tenures 
was in effect abolifhed. Only, where writs had been 
regularly continued for fome time in one great ·family, 
the omiffion of them would have been regarded as an 
affront, ~cl even as an injury. 

A LIKE alteration gradually took place in the order of 
earls, who were the highefl: rank of barons. The dignity 
of an earl, like that of a baron, was anciently territo
rial and official n : He exercifed jurifdietion within his 

county: He levied the third of the fines to his own pro
fit : He was at once a civil and a military magifrrate : 
And though his authority, from the time of the Norman 
conquefi, was hereditary in England, the title was fo 
tnuch conneCl:ed with the office, that, where the king 
intended to create a new earl, he had no other expedient 
than to erect a certain territory into a county or earldom, 

1 Chancellor \V ell's enquiry into the manner of creating peers, p. 43, 46, 

47, 55• m ln Britann, p, xu. n Spellm. Gluif. in voce 
icmes. 

~nd 

~ 
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c H A P. and to bcfrow it upon the perfon and his family 0

• But 
xnr. {h 'ff: h . f ~as the en s, who were t e v1ce-gerents o the earls; 

u95· were n~med by the king, and removeable at pleafure, he 
found them more dependant upon him ; and endeavoured 

to throw the whole authority and jurifdiB:ion of the office 
into their hands. This magifrrate was at the head of the 

.finances, and levied all the king's rents within his county: 
He affcffed at pleafure the talliages of the inhabitants in 

royal demefne: He had ufually committed to him the 
management of wards and often of efcheats: He prefidtd 
in the lower courts of judicature : And thus, though in
ferior to the earl in dignity, he was foon confidered, by this 

union of the judicial and fifcal powers, and by the confi

dence repofed in him by the king, f.S much fuperior to 

him in authority~ and undermined his influence within 

his own jurifdiB:ion P, It became ufual, in creating an 

earl, to give him a fixed falary, commonly about twenty 
pounds a year, in lieu of his third of the fines: The di
minution of his power kept pace with the retrenchment 

of his profit: And the dignity of earl, inf!:ead of being 
territorial and official, dwindled into perfona1 and titular. 

Such were the mighty alterations, v;hich already had fully 

taken place, or were gradually advancing, in the houfe of 
peers ; that is, in the parliament : For there feeJYS an

ciently to h<\ve been no other houfe. 
, BuT though the introduCtion of barons by writ, and 
of titular earls, had given fome encreafe to royal autho

rity; there were other caufes, which counterbalanced 
thofe innovations, and tended in a higher degree to di
minifu the power of the fovereign. The difufe, into 
which the feudal militia had in a great meafure fallen, 

6 EITays on Britifl1 antiquities. This praCtice, however, {eems to have 

been more familiar in Scotland and the kingdoms on the continent, than in 
England. 

P There are inftances of princes of the blood who accepted of the office of 

lherirf. Spcllman in vo.:e JI'JCecomes. 
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made the barons almoR: entirely forget their dependence C R A PJ 
. . XIII. 

on the crown: By the diminution of the number of~ 
knights fees, the king had no reafonable compenfation 1:9 5· 

when he levied fcutages and exchanged their fervice for 
money : The alienations of the crown lands had reduced . 
him to poverty : And above' all, the conceffion of the 
Great Charter had fet bounds to royal power, and had 
rendered it inore difficult and dangerous for the prince to 

exert any extraordinary act of arbitrary authority. In 

this fituation it was natural for the king to court the 
friend!hip of the leffer barons and knights, whofe' inRu-

ence was nowife dangerous to him, and who, being ex-
pofed to oppreffion from their powerful neighbours, 
fought a legal protection under the :lhadow of the throne. 
He deiired, therefore, to have their prefence in parlia-
ment, where they ferved to controul the turbulent refo-
lutions of the great. To exact a regular attendance of 
the whole body would have produced confufion, and 
would have impofed too heavy a burden upon them. To 
fummon only a few by writ, though it was praB:ifcd and 
had a good effeCt, ferved not entirely the king's purpofe; 
becaufe thefe members had no farther authority than at-
tended their perfonal charaCter, and were eclipfed by the 
appearance of the more powerful nobility. He therefore 
difpenfed with the attendance of moR: of the lcffer barons 
in parliament; and in return for this indulgence, (for 
fuch it was then eR:eemed) required them to chufe in each 

county a certain number of their own body, whofe 
charges they bore, and who, having gained the confi-
dence, carried with them, of courfe, the authority of 
the whole order. This expedient had been praB:ifed at 
different times, in the reign of Henry HI. q and regUlarly, 
during that of the prefent king. The numbers fent up 

'1 Rot. Clauf, 38 Ben. TIT. m. 7· and u d.: As alfo !' ot, Clauf. 42 Hen. 

Ill, m, 1. d. Prynne's pref, to Cotton's Abrid0ment. 

by 
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C H A P. by each county varied at the will of the "prince r: Thei 
XHT. ~ 

'--'.-J took their feat among the other peers ; becaufe by their 
1 2 95• tenure they belonged to that orders : The introducing 

of them into that houfe fcarcely appeared an innovation: 

And though it was eafily in the king's power,. by varying 
their number, to command the refolutions of the whole 

parliament, this circumftance was little attended to, in 
an age when force was more prevalen~ than laws, ard 
when a refolution, though taken by the majority of a 
legal affembly, could not be executed, if it oppofed the 
will of the more powerful minority. 

BuT therewereotherimportantconfcquences, which fol
lowed the diminution and confequent difufe of the ancient 
feudal militia. The king's expence, in levying and main
taining a military force for every enterprize, was encreafcd 

beyond what his narrow revenues were able to bear : As 
the fcutages of his military tenants, which were accepted 
in lieu of their perfonal fervice, had fallen to nothing ; there 
were no means of fupply but from voluntary aids granted 
him by the parliament and clergy : Or from the taliiages 

which he might levy upon the towns and inhabitants in 
royal demefne. In the preceding year, Edwarcl had beeil 
obliged to exact no lefs than the fixth of all moveables 
from the laity, and a moiety of all ecclefiafiical benefi

ces t for his expedition into Poitl:ou, and the fuppreffiOJ1 
of the W elfh : And this difirefsful fituation, which was 
likely often to return upon him and his fucceffors, made 

him think of a new device, and fummon the reprefenta

tives of all the boroughs to parliament. This period, 
which is the twenty-third of his reign, feems to be the 
real and true epoch of the houfe of commons ; and the 

firfi faint dawn of popular government m England. 

r Brady's anfwer to Petyt, from the records, p.r 5 i. s Brady'i 

Treatife of Boroughs, App. No, 13. t Ibid. p. 31. from the rtcorjs. 

Heming. vol. i. P• 5t; M. Weft. P· 4u, Ryley, p. 46z.. 

For 
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For the reprefentatives of the counties 'vcre only dcpu- c H A P. 

ties from the fmaller barons and le.ffer nobility: And the~ 
former precedent of reprefentatives from the boroughs, 1295• 

who were fummoned by the earl of Leicdl:er, was re-
garded as the act of a violent ufurpation, had been dif
continued in all the fubfequent parliaments, and if fuch 
a meafure had not become nece.ffary on other accounts, 
that example was more likely to blafl: than give credit 
to it. 

DuRING the courfe of near two centuries, the kings of 
England, in imitation of other European princes, had 
embraced the fal utary policy of encouragi r; g and protect
ing the lower and more induil:rious orders of the fiate; 
whom they found well difpofed to obey the laws and ci
vil magifi:rate, and whofe ingenuity and labour furniihed 
commodities, requifite for the ornament of peace and [up
port of war. Though the inhabitants of the country were 
ftill left at the difpofal of their imperious lords; many at
tempts were made to give more fecurity and liberty to 
citizens, and make them enjoy unmole:lled the fruits of 
their indufi:ry. Boroughs were erected by royal patent . 
within the demefne lands: Liberty of trade was confer
red upon them: The inhabitants were allowed to farm at 
a fixed rent their own tolls and cufroms u : ' They were 
permitted to elect their own magi:llrates : J ufl:ice was 
difiributed to them by thefe magifirates, vvithout obliging 
them to attend the :lheriff or county court: And forr.e 
!hadow of independence, by means cf thef~ equitable 
privileges, ~as gradually acquired by the people w. The 
king, however, retained l'l:ill f e pov.rer of levying talE
ages or taxes upon them at plcafurc x; a1 d though the:r 

u Madox, Firma Burei, p. zx. v Bredy of Borough~, A pp. N°. z, 2, 3• 

x The king had not only tile po~·e•· of tal1iating tl1e inhabitants within 

his own demefncs, but th~t of granting to part;cular barons the power of 

t l!iJtit:g the inhabitnn·s withi She)rs. See llr~dy's anf·.cr tc Petyt, p. nS. 
Ma,•ox' sHifl. ofthl: Exd.e:•-er, ?• 518 •• 

r L. II. T po\·erty 
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c H A P. poverty and the cufroms of the age made thefe demands 
XIIT. · b' r. h 1' . d h . ~....----.,__.~ n~1t!1er frequent nor exor 1tant, 1UC un \ffilte aut onty 
1295. in the fovercign was a fenfible check upon commerce, and 

was utterly incompatible with all the principles of a free 

government. But when the multiplied neceffities of the 

crown produced a greater avidity for fupply, the king, 

whofe prerogative entitled him to exact it, found that he 

had not power fufficicnt to enforce his edi8:s, and that it 

,v;::.s neccffitry, before he impofed taxes, to fmooth the way 
for his demand, and to obtain the previous confent of 

the boroughs, by folicitations, remonfrrances, and au
thority. The inconvenience of tranfaB:ing this bufinefs 

with every particular borough was foon felt; and Edward 

became fenfibtc, that the mofr expeditious way of obtain

ing fupply, was to affemble the deputies of all the bo

roughc;, to lay before them the neceffitics of the fl:ate, to dif

cufs the matter in their prefence, and to require their con

lent to the demand:s of their fovereign. For this rcafon, 

he iffued writs to the fueriffs, enjoining them to fend to 

parliament, along with two knights of the £hire, two 
deputies from e~tch borough within their county Y, and 
thefe provided ~.,vith fufficicnt powers from their commu· 

nity, to confent, in their name, to what he and his 

council ihould require of them. .As it is a mofl equitable 
ndl', [; ys he, in his preamble to this writ, tbat wbat con
arm all Jhould be appro·ved of by all ; and common danger.c 
he 1·cpdh,d by united efforts z ; a noble principle, which 

may feem to indicate a liberal mind in the king, and 

Y 'Vrits were i!fued to about 12.0 cities and borourrhs. 
"L Brady d Borc·ghs, p. 2. 5, 33• from the reco~d>. The wr:ts of the 

r~rliament immtdiately preceding, remain; O!JlJ the retnrn of knights is 

tt1ere required, but not a word of the boroughs : A demonftration, that this 

was the very year in which t!-!ey commenced. In the ye.u immediately pre· 

ceding, the taxes were lt:vieJ by a i""ceming futced conlent of each particular 

borvugh, beginn!ng with London. Id. p. 31, p, 33, from the record~. 
Alfo his anfwer to P : 1yt, P• 401 41. , 

which 
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which laid the foundation of a free and an equitable go- C H A P. 
xnr. 

vernment. ~ 

AFTER the election of thcfe deputies, hy the aldermen IZ.9S· 

and common council, they gave furetics for their attend-
ance before the king and parliament: 'their charges were 
refpectively borne by the borough, which fent them : 
And they had fo little idea of appearing as legiilators, a 
character extremely wide of their low rank and condi
tion •, that no intelligence could be more difagreeable 
to any borough, than to find that they mufl: elect, or to 
any individual than that he was eleCl:ed, to a truft from 
which no profit or honour could poffibly be derived b. 

T'hey compofed not, properly fpeaking, any cflcntial 
part of the parliament : They fat c.part both from the 
barons and knights c, who difdained to mix with fuch 
mean perfonages : After they had given their confent to 
the taxes required of them, their bufinefs being then 
finifhed, they feparated, even though the p· riiament frill 
continued to fit, and to canvafs the nat!cnal bufi;1efs d ! 

And as they all confifl:ed of Il!en, who were real burgefles 
of the place from which they were fcnt, the fhcrifr~ 
when he found no perfon of abilities or wealth fuffi
cient for this office, often ufed the . freedom of omittin[~ 
particular boroughs in his returns ; and as he rccci;red 
the thanks of the people for this indulgence, he gave no 
difpleafure to the court, wl1o levied on all the boroughs, 
without diftinction, the tax agreed to by tl~e majority or 
deputies e. 

a Reliqui::e Spelim. p. 64. Prynne's pref. to Cotton•s Abridg. and the 
Abridg. paffim. a Brady of Boroughs, p. 59• 6o. c Ibid. 
P• 37, 3S. from the !'eccrds, and append. p. 19. Alfo his append. to his 
~nfw. to Petyt, Record. And his glofi: in Verb. Communitas Rtgn. p. 33• 

d Ryley's Placit, Pari. p. 241, :1.42., &c. Cotton's Abridg, P· 14. 

e Brady of Boroughs, p. 51.. from the records, There is even an inftance 

In the reign of Edward HI. when the kiP!; named all theJt'puties. Id. anfw. 
to Petyt, p. 16 J, 1f he fairly named the moll: c ~ nfiderabJe and creditable 
bur~elfes; little exception would be taken ; as their buf:nefs was not to check 

T z ih 



HI S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L AN D. 

c n A P. THE union, however, of the rcprefcntatives from the 
XHL · h h 1 ho1·mwhs [!ave o-radually more we1ght to t e w OJ.C order; 
~ t:> ~., 0 \ 

12.9 ;. a:1d it '2~c;:-,me cuftomary for them, in returri for the fupplies 
whi~....h they granted, to prefer petit:ons to the crown for 

the f'~drds l any particular grievance, of which they 

found rc:lfon to corr.pbin. Th~ more the king's de-

I nnds multiplied, the fatter thefe petitions cncreafcd both 

in r~-..t~nber and authority; and the prince found it diffi
cult to refufe m;.:n, ~;hofc grants had fupportcd his 
thron . , and to whofe affi~rance he might fo foon be 

ag:~.in obliged to ha\'e recourfe. 1'hc commons however 
were fiill much below the rank of legiflators f, Their 

p~ti~ions, though they received a verbal affent from the 

throne, ,rere only the rudiments of laws: The judges 

v;cre afterwards entruH:ed with the power of putting 

them into form: And the king, by adding to them the 
fantlion of his authority, and that fomctimes without 

t11e :...fl:;r~t of the nobks, bcfiowed validity upon them. 

1'he a6e did not refine 10 much as to perceive the dan

ger of thefe irregularities. No man was difpleafed, that 

the fo :ereign, at the de fire of any ch.fs of men, £hou1d 

ifiue an order, which appeared only to concern that clafs; 
and his predecefiors were fo near pofTeffing the whole 

legilhtive power, that he gave no difgufi by afluming it 

in this fecm:ng:ly inofFenfivc manner. But time and 

f~ rther experience gradually opened men's eyes and cor

rected th~f~ abufes. It was found, that no laws coulJ 

be fixed for one order of men without affeCting the 

whole; an that the force and efficacy of laws depended 

entirely on the terms employed in wording them. The 

houfc of p <::r , therefore, the mofl: powerful orJer in 

th~ fr2.t.:, with rez,fon expeCted, that their am~nt £hould be 

the I ing, but to reaf..m with him and confent to his demands. It was nnt 

till tl e rc1gn of P ich .. rd 11. th. t tn-: !heriff. were deprived of the power of 

omit.ing b ,1onghs at pleafure. See SH~t. at large, sth Richard II. cap. 4• 

f Se.: nv:c [ F] at the end of the volume, 
exprefs1y 
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cxprcfsly granted to all public ordin~nces :.': : And in the c ~:.A P • 
..-..'I I. 

rci~n of Henry V. the commons required, that no laws ~ 
fuoq]d be framed merely upon their petitions, u. let~ the 1:95. 

ftatutes were worded by thcmfcl vcs, and had pafleJ their 
houfe in the form of a bill h, 

· BuT as the fame caufcs, which haJ produced a parti

tion of property, continued itill to operate; the num1 er 

of knights and leffcr barons, or \vhat the E1 gli[h cJ.ll the 

gentry, perpetu.tlly cncreafed, and they funk into a r· nk 
fl:ilJ more inferior tO the ~rCat nobility. rrhc I}Ua}ity Of 
tenure was loft in the great inferiority of power and p · -
perty; and the houfe of reprefentatives from the counti~.s 

was gradually feparated fw:n t~1 ... t of the p~e:rs, and formed 
a difi:inC:l: order in the ftate i. !'he f:l" \Vth of COmi.1ercc, 

t,neanwhile, augmented the priv;1te wealth anl1 confiJera
tion of the burgeffcs; the frequent emands of the 
crown encrc~fed their pullic importance ; and as they re
fembled the knights of !hires in one m~t~rial circum
fl:ance, that of repr frnting particular bodies of men ; it 
no longer app2arcd unCuit:tble to unite them togcthct in 
the fame houfe, and to confound their ri6hts and privi
leges k. Thus the third efrate, that of the comn ems, 

reached at lafr its prefent form ; and as the country 
gentlemen made thenceforwards no fcruple of appearing 
as deputies from the boroughs, the diHind:ion between 
the members was entirely loft, and the lower houfe acquired 
thence ~ great acceffion of weight and importance in the 
kingdom. StillJ howe rer, the office of th:s dl:ate wa~ 

g In t1 o[e inlbnces found in Cotton's abriugement, where eh~ king ap

pc.m to an(wer of him[elf the peti tiom of the commons, he probably exerted 

no more than that power, which was long inherent in the crown, of regu

I .. ting matters by royal edicts or proclamations. But no durable or general 

ftatute feems ever to have been made by the king from the petition of the 
commons alone, without the affent of the peers. It is more likely, that the 
peers alone, without the commons, would enact fl:atutes. 

h Brady's anfwer to Petyt, p. S 5· from the records. i Cotton's 
ab!"ic~em~nt~ p. ! 3• k See note ( F] at the end of the volun.e. 

T 3 very 
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c H A P. very difFerent from that \vhich it has ftnce excrcifecl with 
~ fo much advantaGe to the public. Infi:cad. of checking and 

IZ95• controuling the authority of the king, they were naturally 
induced to adhere to him, as the great fountain of law 
and jufi:ice, and to fupport him againfr the power of 

the arifrocracy, which at once was the fource of oppref~ 
fion to themfelves, and di:fturbcd him in the execution 
of the laws. The king, in his turn, gave countenance 
to an order of men, fo ufeful and fo little dangerous : The 
peers alfo were obliged to pay them fome confideration: 
And by this means, the third e:ftate, formerly fo abjeB: in 
England, as well as in all other European nations, rofc by 
flow degrees to their prefent importance; and in their 
progrefs made arts and commerce, the neceffary attend

ants of liberty and equality, Rourilh in the kingdom 1
• 

WHAT fuffici~ntly proves, that the commencement of 
the houfe of burgeffes, who are the true commons, was 
pot an afFair of cha,nce, but arofe from the nece:ffities of 
the prefent fituation, is, that Edward, at the very fame 

time, fummoned deputies from the inferior ,clergy, the 

firfl: that ever met in England m, and he required them to 

impofe taxes on their confi:ituents for the public fen·ice. 

·Formerly the ecclefiafi:ical benefices bore no part of the 
burthens of the :11ate : The pope indeed of late had often 

levied impofitions upon them: He had fometimes granted 
this power to the fovercign n : The king himfelf had in the 

preceding year exacted, by menaces and violence, a very 

grievous tax of half the revenues of the clergy : But as 

this precedent was dangerous, and could not eafily be 

repeated in a government which required the confent of 

the fubjeB: to any extraordinary refolution, Edward 
found it more prudent to affcmble a lower houfe of con-

l See note [G] at the end of the volume; m Archbiibop Wake's 

State of the Church of England, p. Z3S~ Brady of Boroughs, p. 34• Gil• 
bert's Hill. of the Exch. p. 46. .; .Ann. Waverl. P• zz?, :&1.8a 

'f, Wyk.es, p. 99, 120~ 

vocation 
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vocation, to lay before them his ncceffities, and •to ::t0.r{ C H A P • 
XIII : 

fome fupply. But on this occafion he met v.·ith difficul- L--.,-......J 

ties. \.Vhcther that the clergy thought themfclvcs the 1 · 95· 

mofr indcpendant body in the kingdom, or were difguficd 

by the former exorbitant impofitions, they abfolutel y rc-

fufed their affent to the king's demand of a fifth of their 

moveables; and it was not till a fecond meeting, tlut, 
on their perfifiing in this rcfufal, he was willing to acct pt 

of a tenth. The barons and knights granted him~ without 
hcfitation, an eleventh; the burgdf:.::s, a !cvc1 th. But 
the clergy {lill fcrupled to meet on the king's writ; lefl: 
by fuch an infrance of obedience they £hould f~em to ac

knowledge the authority of t..~e temporal power : And thi.s 

compromife was at lafr fallen upon, that the king fhould 

iffue his writ to the archbiiliop; and that the archbiihop 

fhould, in confequcnce of it, fummon th::: clergy, who, 

as they then appeared to obey their fpiritual fuperior, no 
longer he!itated to meet in convocation. . This expe-
dient, however, was the caufe, why the eccle!iafl:ics were 
fcparatcd into two houfes of convocation, under their 
feveral archbifhops, and formed not one efbte, as in 

other countries of Europe; v;:hich was at firfi the king's 
intention Q. We now return to the courfe of our na-

ration. 
EnWARD, confcious of the reafons of difgu!l: which 

he had given to the king of Scots, informed of the dif
pofitions of that people, and expecting the mofr violent 

effects of their refentment, which he knew he had 1o 
well merited; employed the fupplies, granted him by his 

people, in making preparations againff: the hoililities of 
his northern neighbour. 'Vhen in this fituation, he re-

ceived intelligence of the treaty fecretly concluded be
tween John and Philip; and though uncafy at this \~on

.currcnce of a French and Scotch war, he rcfolved 10t 

• Gilbert's Jfil'l. of Exch. p. 5'' 51• 

'f .J. to 
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C H A P. to cncourao-c his enemies by a pufillanimous behaviour, 
XIII. . ,':>. . . d ff. H fi d 
~ or by y1c1dmg to theu: umt-= e 10rts. ...e ummonc 

a96. John to perform the d~ty of a vaffal, and to fend him a 

fupply .of forces againfl: an inva:fion from France, with 

which he was then threatened : He next required, that 

the fortreffes of Berwic, J edborough, and Roxborough, 

:lho~ld be put into his hands as a fecurity during the 

war r : He cited John to appear in an Engli{h parlil

ment to be held at N ewcafl:le : And when none of thefe 

fucce.ffive demw.nds were complied with, he mc.rched 

northward with numerous forces, 30,000 foot, and 4000 

horfc, to cha:ftife his rebellious vaffitl. The Scottifh na

tion, who l1ac.l little reliance on the vigour and abilities of 
their prince, afEgned him a council of twelve noblemen, 

in whofc hanus the fovercignty was really loc.lgcd q' and 
who put the country in the befr pofl:ure of which the 

prefent difhaB:ions would admit. A great army, cam

p >fed of -to,ooo infantry, though fupported only by 500 

cavalry, advanced to the frontiers; and after a fruitlefs 

attempt upon Carl:fle, marched eafl:wards to defend thofe 

provinces which Edward was preparing to attack. But 

fome of the mofl: con:fidcrable of the Scottifh nobles, 

Robert Bruce, die father and fon, the earls of March and 

Angus, prognofl:icating the ruin of their country, from 

the concurrence of intefl:ine divi:fions and a foreign inva

fion, endeavoured here to ingratiate themfelves with Eo
ward, by an early fubmiffion; and the king, encouraged 
by this favourable incident, led his army into the enemies' 

country, and cro.lled the Tweed without oppo:fition at 

dth March. Coldftream. He then received a meffa,ge from John, by 
which that prince, having now procured, for himfelf and 

his nation, pope Celeftine's difpenfation from former 

oaths, renounced the homage which had been done to 

P Rymer, vol. ii. P• 692. Walfing. p. 64. Heming, vol. i, P• 84. 
Triv;;t~ p. ~26. <I Heming. vol. i, p. 75• 
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}:nbo-land, and 'fet Edward at defiance r. 'I'his bravauo C H A P. 
XIII. 

y,ras but ill fupported by the military operations of the .._.,......~ 

Scots. Berwic was already take~ by affault: Sir Wil- ug6. 

liam Douglas, the governor, was taken prifoner: Above 

7coo of the g~rrifon were put to the fword : And Ed-

w::trd, elated by this great advantage, difpatched earl 

Warrenne with 12,000 men, to lay ficgc to Dunbar, 
which w~s 'defended by the Rower of the Scotti!h no-

bility. 
THE ScoTs, fen!ible of the importance of this place, 

which, if taken, laid t' cir whole country open to the 
enemy, advanced \vith their main army, under the com
mand of the earls of Buchan, Lenox, and Marre, in 
order to relieve it. Warrenne, not difmayed at the great 
fuperiority of their number, marched out to give them 

battle. He attacked them with great vigour; and as un- z7th Aprll. 

difciplined troops, when numerous, are but the more ex-

pofed to a panic upon any alarm, he foon threw them in-
to confufion, and chafed them off the field with great 

flaughte~. The lofs of the Scots is faid to have amount-

ed to 20,000 men: The cafile of Dunbar, with all its 

g:urifon, furrendered next day to Edward, who, after the 

battle, had brought up the main body of the Engli!h, 
and who now proceeded vith an affurcd confidence of 
fucccfs. The cafl:le of Roxborough was yielded by 
J ames, freward of Scotland ; and that nobleman, from 
whom is defcended the roy~l family of Stuart, was again 
obliged to [wear fealty to E'\vard. After a feeble refifr-
ance, the cafrles of Edinburgh and Stirling opened their 

gates to the enemy. All the fouthern parts were infrantly 

fubducd by the Engli!h; and to enable them the better to 
reduce the northern, whofe inacceffible fituation fecmcd 

to give them fome more fccurity, Edward fent for a 

thong reinforcement of W cHh and Iri!h, who, being 

r Rymer, vul, ii. p. 607. Walfi11g. p. 66, .Heming. vol. i. p. 92. 

ace 1fromed 
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c H A P • accufromcd to a clef ultory kind of war, were the bdl 
~fitted to purfue the fugitive Scots into the rcce!fes of their 

1296· lakes and mountains. But the fpirit of the nation was Scotland 
fubdued. already broken by their misfortunes ; and the feeble and 

timid Baliol, difcontented with his own fubjects, an~ 

over-awed by the Englifh, abandoned all thofe tefources, 
which his people might -yet have poffeffed itt this extre
mity. He hafrencd to make his fubmiffions to Edward; 
he cxprcffed the deepefr penitence for his di!loyalty to his 
liege lord ; and he made a folcmn and irrevocable rcfigna
tion of his crown into the hands of that monarch '. 
Edward marched northwards to Aberdeen and Elgin, 
without meeting an enemy : No Scotchman approached 
him but to pay him fubmiffion and do him homage: 
E•.:en the turbulent highlanders, ever refractory to their 
own princes, and averfc to the rdhaint of laws, endea
voured to prevent the devafration of their country, by 
giving him early proofs of obedience : And Edw:1rd, 
ha·1ing brought the whole kingdom to a feeming fratc of 
tranquillity, returned to the fouth with his army. There 
v.-as. a fione, to which the popular fuperfl:ition of the 
8cots paid the higheil: veneration : All their kings were 
fc<!ted on it, when they received the rite of inauguration: 
An ancient tradition affurcd :1em, th:it, wherever this 
ftone wa.,) placed, their nation iliould always govern: 
And it was carefully preferved at Scone, as the true 

palladium of their monarchy, and their ultimate refource 
<!midfi all their misfortunes. Edward got poffeffion of it; 
and carried it with him to England t, He gave orders tode
ihoy all the records, and all thofe monuments of antiquity, 
'\vhich might preferve the memory of the independancc of 
the kingdom, and refute the Englifh claims of fuperiority. 
'I'he Scots pretend, that he alfo deftroyed all the annals 

1 Rymer, vol. ii, p. ;xS. W:.liing. p. 67. Heming. vol. i. P• 99• 
Trivet, F• 1-9~. . t Walling. P• 68. Trivet, p. 299• ' 
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prefervcd in their convents: But it is not probable, that C H A P. 

a nation, fo rude and unpolifued, fuould be poffeficd of ~ 
any hifiory, which defcrvcs much to be regretted. The ug6. 

great feal of B:1liol was broken ; and that prince himfelf 

was carried a prifoner to London, and committed to cuf-

tody in the Tower. Two years after, he was reftored to 

liberty, and fubmitted to a voluntary banifhment in 
France; where, without making any farther attempts 

for the recovery of his royalty, he died in a private fta-
tion. Earl W arrenne was left governor of Scotland u : 

Englilhmen were entrufred with all the chief offices : And 
Edward, flattering himfclf that he had attained the end 
of all his wifhes, and that the numerous aets of fraud 
and violence, which he had praB:ifed againfi: Scotland, 
had terminated in the final reduB:ion of that kingdom, 

returned with his viB:orious army into England. 
AN attempt, which he made about the fame time, for War with 

the recovery of Guienne, was not equally fuccefsful. He Fran,e. 

fent thither an army of 7000 men, under the command 
of his brother the earl of Lancafier. Tnat prince gained 
at firfr fome advantages over the French at Bourdeaux: 

But he was foon after feized with a difiemper, of which 
he died at Bayonne. The command devolved on the earl 
of Lincoln, who was not able to perform any thing con
fiderable during the refr of the campaign w. 

BuT the aB:ive and ambitious fpirit of Edward, while 
his conquefis brought fuch confiderab1e acceffions to the 
Engli!h monarchy, could not be fatisfied, fo long· as 
Guienne, the ancient patrimony of his family, was wrefied 
from him by the diilioneft artifices of the French monarch. 
Finding, that the difrance of that province rendered all 
his efForts againfr it feeble and uncertain, he propofcd to 
attack France in a quarter where fhe appeared more vul-

u Rymer, vol. ii. P• 7'1.6. Trivet, P• ~95• 

f• 7",73• H· 
w Heming, vol. i. 
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c H A P. nerable; and with this vie•.v, he married his dau"'hter, 
~~ Elizabeth, to John earl of Holland, and at the fam; time 

2296. contra8:ed an alliance with Guy earl of Flanders, fl:ipu
lated to pay him the fum of 7 5,ooo P.Ounds, and projected 
an invafion with their united forces upon Philip, their 
common enemy x. He hoped, that, when he himfelf, at 
the head of the Engliih, Flcmi!h, and Dutch armies, re
inforced by his German allies, to whom he had promifed 
or remitted confiderable fums, fhould enter the frontiers 
of France, and threaten the capital itfelf, Philip v;ould 
~t bfr be obliged to relinquifh his acquifitions, and pur
chafe peace by the reftitution of Guienne. But in order 
to fct this great machine in movement, confiderable [up
plies were requifite from the parliament; and Edward, 
v:ithout much difficulty, obtained from the barons and 
knights a new grant of a twelfth of all their moveables, 
and from the boroughs, that of an eighth. The great 
ami almofi: unlimited pnwer of the king over the latter, 
enabled him to throw the heaviefl: part of the burthen on 
them; anJ the prejudices, which he feems always to have 
entertained againfr the church, on account of the former 
zeal of the clergy for the l\1ountfort faCl:ion, made him 
refolve to load them with frill more confiderablc impofi
tions, and he required of them a fifth of their moveables. 
But he here met with an oppofition, which for fomc time 
Jiiconcerted all his meafures, and engaged him in enter
pr:zcs, that were fomcwhat dangerous to bim; and would 
have proved ruinous to any of his predeceffors. 

n·rr~ntions 
with the 

Do TIF ACE VIII. who had fucceeded Celdl:inc in the 
papal throne, was a man of the moft lofty and enterprizing 
fpirit; and though not endowed with that feverity of 
manners, which commonly accompanies ambition in men 
of his order, he was ·determined to carry the authority of 
the tiara, and his dominion over the temporal po\ver) to 

x Rymer, vol. ii. p. jGz. Walfin~. p. 6''. 
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a::. great a height as it had ever attained in any former pe· c 
riod. Senfible that his immediate predeceffors, by oppref
fing the church in every province of Chrifrendom, had 
extremely alienated the affetl:ions of the clergy, and had 
afforded the civil magifi:rate a pretence for laying like im
pofitions on cccldiafrical revenues, he attempted to rcfume 
the former fi:ation of the fovereign pontiff, and to eftabliih 
himfelf as the comm~n proteB:or of the fpiritual order 
againfr all invaders. For this purpofe, he iffued very 
early in his pontificate a general bull, prohibiting all 
princes from levying without his confent any taxes upon 
t.he clergy, and all clergymen from fubmitting to fuch 
impofitions; and he threatened both of them with the 
penalties of excommunication in cafe of difobedience r. 
'rhis important cdia is faid to have been procured by the 
felicitation of Robert de Winchelfey archbifhop of Can
terbury, who intended to employ it as a rampart again:fi: 
the violent extortions, which the church had felt from 
Edward, and the frill greater, which that prince's multi
plied neceffities gave them reafon to apprehend. 'i'\Thcn a 
demand, therefore, was made on the clergy of a fifth of 
their moveables, a tax which was probably much more 
grievous than a fifth of their revenue, as their lands were 

rnofily fi:ocked with their cattle, and cultivated by their 
villains; the clergy took ihelter under the bull of pope 
Boniface, and pleaded confcicnce in refufing compliance r.. 
The kmg came not immediately to extremities on this re
pulfe; but after locking up all their granaries and barns, 
and prohibiting all rent to be paid them, he appointed a 

new fynod, to confer with him upon his dcmat.d. The 
primate, not difmayed by thefe proofs of Edv{aro's refo
lution, here plainly told him, that the clergy owed obe
dience to two fovereigns, their fpiritual and their t"mpo-· 

Y Rymer, vol. ii. p. 706. Heming. vol. i. p. 104. z Heming. 

cl. i . P• 107. Trivet, p. l.g6. Chron, Duntr. vol. ii. p. G sz. 
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c H A P. ral · but their duty bound them to a much firicter 
XIII. ' T '--v--J attachment to the former than to the latter : hey could 
ng6. not comply with his commands, (for fuch, in fome 

meafure, the requefis of the crown were then deemed} 
in contradiction to the exprcfs prohibition of the fove. 
reign pontiff a . 

2 97• THE clergy had feen in many infiances, that Edward 
paid little regard to thofe numerous privileges, on which 
they fet fo high a value. He had formerly feized, in an 
arbitrary manner, all the money and plate lodged in the 
churches and convents, and had applied them to the pub
lic fervice b ; and they could not but expect more violent 
treatment on this lharp refufal, grounded on fuch dan
gerous principles. Infread of applying to the pope for a 
rebxation of his bull, he refolved immediately to employ 
the power in his hands ; and h~ told the ecdefiaftics, that, 
fince they refufed to fupport the civil government, they 
were unworthy to receive any benefit from it; and he 
would accordingly put them out of the protection of the 
laws. This vigorous meafure was immediately carried 
into execution c. Orders were iffued to the judges to re
ceive no caufe brought before them by the clergy; to hear 
and decide all caufes in which they were defendants: To 
do every man j uftice againfi: them ; to do them jufiice 
againfl: no hod y d. The ecclefiafiics foon found thcm
felves in the mofi: miferable fituation imaginable. They 
could not remain in their own houfes or convents for 
want of fubfifrence : If they went abroad, in queft of 
maintenance, they Were difmounted, robbed of their 
horfes and cloaths, abufed by every ruffian, and no re
drefs could be obtained by them for the moft violent in
jury. The primate himfelf was attacked on the highway, 

a Heming. vol. i. p. 1 0 7, 

P· 51. c Walling. p. 69. 
4 M. Weft, P• 4Z9• 

b Walfing. p. 65. Heming. \Ol. i, 
Hcming. vvl. i. p. 10 7. 
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was fhippeJ of all his equipage and furniture, ami was at c H A P. 

bfi: reduced to board himfelf with a fingle fervant in the ~ 
houfe of a country clergyman r. The king, mean while, 1297• · 

remained an indifferent fpecbtor of all thefe violences ; 

and without employing his officers in committing any im-
mediate injury on the priefl:s, which might have appeared 
invidious and oppreffive, he took ample vengeance on 
them for their obfiinate refufal of his demands. Though 
the archbiiliop iffued a general fentence of excommuni-
cation againfr all who attacked the perfons or property of 
ecclefiafrics, it was not regarded: \Vhile Edward enjoyed 
the fatisfatl:ion of feeing the people become the voluntary 
infiruments of his jufiice againfi them, and enure them-
fclves to throw off that refpetl: for the facred order, by 
which they had fo long been overawed and governed. 

THE fpirits of the Clergy were at lafr broken by this 
harfh treatment. Befides that the whole province of 

York, which lay nearefi the danger that frill hung over 
them from the Scots, voluntarily, from the firfi, voted a 

fifth of their moveables; the bilhops of Saliibury, Ely, 
and fome others, made a compofition for the fecular clergy 
within their fees; and they agreed, not to pay the fifth, 
which would have been an aB: of difobedience to Boni
face's bull, but to depofit a fum equivalent in fome 
church appointed them ; whence it was taken by the 
king's officers g. Many partiCLdar convents and clergy
men made payment of a like fum, and received the king's 
proteCtion h. Thofe who had not ready money, entered 
into recognizances for the payment. And there was 

fcarcely found one ecclefiafiic in the kingdom, who • 
feemed willing to fuffer, for the fake of religious privi

leges, this new fpecies of martyrdom, the moH: tedious 
and languiiliing of any, the mofi: mortifying to fpiritual 

f Hcming. vol. i. p. 109. g Heming vol. i. f'· IC8, Jog. Chron. 

Dunil, p. 653• h ~h1011. Dunft. vol. ii. p. 654• 

I pride:J 
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c H A P, pride, and not rewarded by that crown of glory, which 
XIII. Id . 1 r. h 11. • h d d ~ the church ho s up, w1tn 1UC onentatwn, to er evote 

X'2.97· 

Arbitrary 
mcafurcs .. 

adherents. 
BuT as the money, granted by parliament, though 

confiderable, was not fufficient to fupply the king's ne

ceffities, and that levied by compofitions with the clergy 

came in flowly, Edward was obliged, for the fake of far

ther fupply, to exert his arbitrary power, and to lay an 

oppreffive hand on all orders of men in the kingdom. He 

limited the merchants in the quantity of wool allowed to 

be exported ; and at the fame time forced them to pay 

him a duty of forty fhillings a fack, which was computed 
to be above the fifth of the value i, He feized all the reil: 

of the wool, as well as all the leather of the kingdom, 

into his hands, and difpofeJ of thefe commodities for his 
own benefit k : He required the fheriffs of each county to 

fupply him with 2000 quarters of wheat, and as many of 

oats, which he permitted them to feize wherever they 

could find them : The cattle and other commodities, 

necefrary for fupplying his army, were laid hold of with
out the confent of the owners 1 : And though he promifed 

to pay aftcrw:.trds the equivalent of all thefe goods, men 
faw but little probability that a prince, who fubmitted fo 

little to the limitations of law, could ever, amidft his 
multi plied neceffities, be reduced to a frriCl: obfervance of 

his cn2;agcments. He fhowed at the fame time an equal 

difregard to the principles of the feudal law, by which 
all the lands of his kingdom were held : In order to en

creafe his army, and enable him to fupport that great 
effort, which he propofed to make againfi: France, he re

quired the attendance of every proprietor of land, polTeifcd 

of twenty pounds a year, even though he held not of the 

i Walling. p. 6g. Trivet, p. 2.96. 

l H~min~. vol. i. p. I 11, 

k Heming. vol, i. p. sz, uo. 

crown, 
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rown, and was not obliged by his tenure to perform any C H A P. 
XIII. 

fuch fervice m. 

THESE aB:s of violence ami of arbitrary power, not- lH)7, 

withfianding the great perfonal regard generally borne to 
the king, bred murmurs in every order of men; and it 
w~s not long, ere fome of the great nobility, jealous of 

their own privileges, as well as of national liberty, gave 
countenance and authority to thefe complaints. Ed ward 

affembled on the fea-coaft an army, which he propofed to 
fend orer to Gafcony, while he himfelf fhould in perfon 

make an imprcffion on the fide of Flanders; and he in-
tended to put thefe forces under the command of Hum-

phrey Bohun, earl of Her ford, the confiable, and Roger 

Bigod, earl of N m-folk, the marefchal of Engbnd. But 
thefe two powerful earls refufed to execute his commands~ 
and affirmed, that they were only obliged by their office 
to attend his perfon in the wars. A violent altercation 
enfued; and the king, in the height of his paffion, ad

dreffing himfelf to the confhble, exclaimed, Sir earl, by 

God, you Jha'll either go or hang. By God, Sir King, replied 
ficreford, I 7.ui!I neither go nor hang n, And he immetil-

ately departed, with the marefchal, and above thirty other 

confiderable barons. 

UPON this oppoiit"on, th king laid afide the p;:ojeB: 
of an expedition againfl: Guienne; and affembled the 
forces, which he himfelf propofed to tranfport into Flan
ders. But the two earls, irritated in the conte:fl: and 
elated by impunity, pretending that none of their ancef ..... 
tors had ever ferved if1 that country, refufed to perform 

the duty of their office in mufrering the army 0
• The 

king, now finding it advifcaole to proceed with modera

tion, inftead of attainting the earls, who poffcffed their 

dignities by hereditary right, appointed Thomas de Berke .. 

m Walling. p. 6g, n IIcming. vol. i. p. IU, 
0 Rymcr, vol. i1. p. 783, \Yalfing. p. 70, 

YoL. IL U ley~ 



1QO H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 

c H A P.ley, and Geoffrey de Geyneville, to aa in that emergence, 
X [f. H d d ~, s confiable and marefchal P. e en eavoure to recon-

J. ••;J7. cue himfelf with the church; took the primate again into 

favour q; made him, in conjunCtion with Reginald de 
Grey, tutor to the prince, whom he propofed to appoint 

guardian of the kingdom during his ab fence; and he even 
aifembled a great number of the nobility in Weftminfter
hall, to whom he deign::d to make an apology for his paft 
conduct. He pleaded the urgent n~ceffities of the crown; 
his extreme want of money; his e ~- ::v?;ements from ho .. 
nour as well as intereft to fupport his dlies abroad: And 
he promifed, if ever he returned in fafety, to redrcfs all 
their grievances, to reftore the execution of the laws, and 
to make all his fubjeCl:s compenfation for tl c loffes which 
they had fuftaincd. Meanwhile, he begged them to fuf ... 

pend their animofities; to judge of him by his future 
behaviour, of which, he hoped, he fhould be more mafl:er; 

to remain faithful to his government, or if he periilied in 
the prefent war, to preferve their allegiance to his fon and 

f ucceffor r. 

THERE were certainly, from the concurrence of dif-

contents among the great, and grievances of the people, 
materials fufficicnt, in any other period, to have kindled 
a civil war in England : But the vigour and abilities of 
Edward kept every one in 2we; and his dexterity; in ftop• 
ping on the brink of danger, and retraCl:ing the meafures, 
to which he had been pufhed by his violent temper and ar

bitrary principles, faved the nation from fo great a cala
mity. The two great earls d:1red not to break out into· 
open violence : They proceeded no farther than framing 
a remonfi:rartce, which was delivered to the king at Win
chelfea, when he was ready to embark for Flanders. They 
there complained of the violations of the great charter and 

P M. 'Yeft. p. 430. 'l Heming. vol, i, p. Ill~ 

v Htming. vQl, i. p Il4• M, Weft. p, 43~ 

that 
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· hat of forefrs; the violent feizure of corn, leather, cattle, c H A P. 

-and above all, of wool~ a commodity, which they af-~ 
firmed to be equal in value to half the lands of the king- U.97• 

dom ; the arbitrary impofition of forty thillings a fack on 
the fmall quantity of wool allowed to be exported by the 
merchants ; and they claimed an immediate redrefs of all 
thefe grievances s. The king told them, that the greateft 
part of his council were now at a di:flance~ and without 
their advice he could not deliberate on meafures of [9 
great confeq uence t. 

BuT the con:flable and marefchal, with the barons of Dif1enllon 

'their party, refolved to take advantage of Edward's ab- with the 
• , . barons. fence, and to obtam an exphc1tc affent to their demands .. 

When fummoned to attend the parliament at London, 
they came with a great body of cavalry and infantry; and 
before they would enter the city, required that the gates 
lhould be put into their cu:ltody u. The primate, who 
fecretly favoured all their pretenfions, advifed the council 
to comply; and thus they became mafi-ers both of the 
young prince and of the refolutions of parliament. Their 
-demands, however, were moderate; and fuch as fuffi
ciently juitify th~ purity of their intentions in all their 
paft meafures: They only required, that the two char
ters lhould receive a folemn confirmation; that a claufe 
fbould be added to fecure the nation tor ever againft' all 
impofitions and taxes without confent of parliament ; anJ 
that they themfelves and their adherents, who had refufed 
to attenJ the king into Flanders, fhould be pardoned for 
this offence, and ihould be again received into favour w. 

The prince of \Vales and his council a!fented to thefe 
terms; and the charters were fent over to the kiz1g !n 
Flanders to be there confirmed by him. EJwarJ felt th\! 

s Walling. p. 71.. Heming. vol. i. p. It .) · Trivet, P·. 302. 

I Walling. p. 71.. Heming, vol. i. p. u;. Triv•t, p. 304. 

u Heming. vol. i. p. qS. v: Wa.tillg. p. 7l• H emiJJf;. vo!, ;, 
p. 1)3, 139, IfC, t p. Tri'let, p. 3c&. 
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C H A F. utmo!l: rcluB:ance to this meafure, which, he a.pprehended,. 

~ would for the future impofe fetters on his conduct, and 

1297r fet limits to his lawlefs authority. On various pretences, 

he delayed three days giving any anfwer to the deputies; 

and when th~ pernicious confcquences of his refufal were 

reprefented to him, he was at L1fr obliged,. after many 

internal :flruggles, to affix his fcal to the ch:1rtcrs, as alio 

to the cL.mfc hat bereaved him of the pov;er, which he 

had hitherto aflumed, of impofing arbitrary taxes upon 

the people x. 

TH T we m~.y finifh at once this intere.l1ing tran(; c-

tion conc~rning the fettlement of the charters, v.;e fhall 
briefly mention the fubfequcnt events which relate to it. 
The confrable and marefchal, informed of the king's 
compli~mcc, w~re fatisficd; and not only ccafeJ from 

difrurbing the government, but affifl:ed the regency with 
all their power againfr the Scots, who had rifen in arms, 
and had th~·own otT the yoke of England Y. But being 
fcnfible, that the fmallefl: pretence would fufiice to make 

.EdwarJ retraCt: thcfc dete!l:cd laws, which, though they 
had oft n rcc ived the fanction bo:h of king and parlia~ 
ment, and had bc(n acknO\dedgcd during three reigns, 
l\'Cre never yet dec;ned to have fu.fiicient va1i<lity; they 
infifl:ed, that he ihould again confirm them on his return 

to Eng and, and :fho 'ld the-reby renounce all plea which 

he might derive from his refiding in a forcilbn country, 

when 1 e fon~"!crly affixed his feal to them z. It appearLd, 

that they j udgcU aright of Edward's cnaraCl:er and inten
tions : I-Ie de ·) cd th;s confirmation ~1s long as poffible; 

aad when the fear of worfe confeq uences obliged him 
again to eo 1ply, he exprcfsly added a falvo for his royal 
uignity or prerogati-ve, which in effect enervated the whole 

x Waling; p. i4 H~ming. ''ol.1. p. 143· y Hem:ng. vol. i. 

. t43. "'- Heminz. \'ol, i. p. 1 59• 
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force of the charters a. The two e:.irls and their ad he- C H A P. 

rents left the parliament in difgufr; and the king was~ 
confhained, on a future occafion, to grant to the people, 1297. 

without any fubtcrfuge, a pure and abfolute confirma-
tion of thofe laws b, which were fo much the object of 
their pdiionate affection. Even farther fecurities were 
the 1 provided for the eil:abliihment of national privileges. 
'rhree knights were· appointed to be cbofen in each coun-
ty, and were invefred with the power of punilhing, by 
fine and imprifonment, every trangreffion or violation of 
the charters c: A precaution, which, though it was foon 
difufed, as encroaching too much on royal prerogative, 
proves the attachment, which the Engliih in that age bore 
to liberty, and their well-grounded jealoufy of the arbi-
trary difpofition of Edward. 

THE work, however, was not 'yet entirely finiihed 
:md complete. In order to execute the lelfer charter, it 
was requifite, by new perambulations, to fct bounds to 
the royal forefrs, and to difaffordt all land which former 
e11croachments had comprehended within their limits. 
Edward difcovered t~1e fame reluctance to comply with 
t.his equitable cemand; and it was not till after many de
Llys on his part, and many folicitations and req~eils, and 
even menaces of war and violence cl, on the part of th~ 
barons, that the perambulations were made, a1:~ exact 
boundaries fixed, by a jury on each county, to the extent 
of ~1is forefis e, Had not his ambitious and aetive temper 
raifed pim fo many foreign enemies, and obliged him to 
have recourf~ fo often to the affifiance of his fubjecrs, it 

a Heming. vol. i. p. 167, 168. b Heming. vol. i. p. 168, 

c Hemingford, vol. i. p. 170. d Walling. p. 8o. Ve are told 

bl Tyrrel, vol. ii, p 145. from the Chronicle of St. Albans, that the barcns~ 

not content with the execution of the charter of forefts, demanded of Edward 

as t1igh terms as had been impofed on his father by the earl of Leictfier: But 

JJO other hillorian mentions this particular, 

e H~ming. vol. i. p. 171, M. Weft, p. 431, 43~· 
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c H A P. is likely that thofe conceffions could. never have been ex-
xm. ~ 

'---,--J tortcd from him. 
1297· BuT while the people, after fo many fuccefsful fl:rug-

gles, deemed themfelves happy in the fecure poffeffion of 

their privileges ; they were furprized in I 30 5 to find, that 
Edward had fecretly applied to Rome, and had procured, 

from that mercenary court, an abfolution from all the oaths 

and engagements, which he had fo often reiterated, to 
otferve both the charters. There are fome hifl:orians .r fo 

credulous as to imagine, that this perilous frep was taken 

by him .for no other purpofe than to acquire the merit of 
granting a new confirmation of the charters, as he did 
foon after; and a confirmation fo much the more unquef· 
tionable, ~as it could never after be invalidated by his fuc

ceffors, on pretence of any force or violence which had 
been impofed upon him. But befides, that this might 
have been done with a much better grace, if he had never 
applied for any fuch abfolution, the whole tenor of his 
conduCt proves him to be little fufceptible of fuch refine

ments in patriotifm; and this very deed itfelf, in which 
he anew confirmed the charters, carries on the face of it 

a very oppofite prefumption. Though he ratified the 

charters in general, he ftilllaid hold of the papal bull fo 

f<lr as to invalidate the late perambulations of the forefrs, 
wh1ch had been made with fuch care and attention, and 
to refcrve to himfelf the power, in cafe of favourable in
cidents, to extend as much as formerly thofe arbitrary 

j urifdiB:ions. If the power was not in faet made ufe of, 
we can only conclude, that the favourable incidents did 
not offer. 

THus, after the contdls of near a whole century, and 
thofe ever accompanied with violent 1ealoufics, often witli 
public convulfions, the Great Charter was finally efta-

f Brady) vol. H. p. S4, Ca.1te, vol. ii, p. ::g::. 
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blilhed; and the Englilh nation have the honour of ex- ·c H A P. 
. . . XlU. 

tortmg, by their perfeverance, this conceffion from the '--v---J 

ablefr, the moft warlike, and the mofl: ambitious of all 1297• 

their princes I. It is computed, that above thirty con

firmations of the charter were at different times required 
of feveral kings, and granted by them, in full parliament; 

a precaution, which, while it difcovers fame jgnorance of 
the true nature of law and government, proves a laudable 

jealoufy of national privileges in the people, and an eXr 
treme anxiety, left contrary precedents fl_lould ever be 
pleaded as an authority for infringing them. Accord-

ingly we find, that, though arbitrary praCl:ices often pre-

vailed, and were even able to efiablilh themfelves into 
fettled cufroms, the validity of the Great Charter was 
never afterwards formally difputed ; and that grant was 

frill regarded as the bafis of Engli{h government, and the 

fure rule by which the authority of every cufiom was tQ 

be tried and canvalfed. 1."'he jurifdiction of the Star

chamber, martial law, imprifonment by warrants from 

the privy-council, and other practices of a like nature, 

though efiablilhed for feveral centuries, were fcarcely 

ever allowed by the Englifh to be parts of their conftitu-

tion : The affeCtion of the nation for liberty frill pre-
vailed over all precedent, and even all political reafoning : 

The exercife of thefe powers, after being long the fource 

of fecret murmurs among the people, was, in fulnefs of 

time, folemnly abolifhed, as illegal, at leaft as oppreffive, 
by the whole legiflative authority. 

To return to the period, from which this account of 

~he c~arters has led us : Though the king's impatience t<? 
~ppear at the head of his armies in Flanders made him 

i It muft however be remarked, that the king never forgave the chief ac

tors in this tranfaction, and he found means <Jfterwart.ls to oblige both the 

confiable and marefchal to refign their offices into his hands. T)le former 

received a new grant of it: But the office of marefchal was given to Thomas 

t.lf Brothertoa, the king's fecond fon. ,. u 
·. f overlook 
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c H A P. overlook all confiderations, 'either of domefric difcontents 
XIli. . h S h' b k . h d '--v--J or of commct1ons among t. e cots; IS em ar atwn a 
1297· been fo long retm:dcd by t 1e various ob!l:rucEons thrown 

in his w:1.y, that he lofr the proper feafon for action, and 

after his arrival made no progrefs againfi: the enemy. The 
king of France, taking advantage of his abfence, had 

broken into the Low C(.~untries; had defeated the Flc

minr.:s in the battle of Furnes; had made himfelf maficr 
-= 

of Lifie, St. Orr.er, Courtrai, and Ypres; and fcemcd 

in a fituation to take full vengeance on the earl of Flanders, 

his rebellious vaf!al. But Edward, feconded by an Eng

lifh army of 50,000 men (for this is the number affigned 

by hiflorians k) was foon able to fiop the career of his 

vitl:ones ; and Philip, finding all the weak refources of 
his kingdom already exhauil:ed, began to dread a reverfe of 
fortune, and to apprehend an invafion on France itfclf. 

The king of England, on the other hand, difappointed 

of affifrancc from Adolph, king of the Romans, whic_h 

he had purchafed at a very high price, and finding many 

urgent calls for his prefence it En6]and, was defirous of 
ending on any honourable terms a war, which [erred 

only to divert his force from the execution of more im

portant projects. This difpofition in both monarchs [oon 

produced a ceff2..tion of hofrilities for two years; and cn

gagc<.l them to fubmit their differences to the arbitration 

of pope Bonifacc. 

usS. BoNii' ACE was the bH of the fovereign pontiffs thjit 

exercifed an authority m·er the teJl1poral j urifdiction of 
princes ; and thefc exorbit nt pretcnfions, which he had 

been tempted to 2.ff'umc from the fuccefsful example of 
his prcdcceflors, but of which the feafon W:!S now pafi, 

i:1volved him in fo many c<.l:imitics, an l were attended 

with fo unfortunate a catafl:ro1 he, th~t they have been 

·- Heming. vol. i. , 14,.6~ 
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fecretly abandoned, though never openly relinquilhed, by C H A P .. 

his fucceffors in the apofiolic chair. Edward and Philip, ~ 
equally jealous of papal claims, took care to infert in their ugs. 

reference, that Boniface was made judge of the differences 
by their confent, as a private perfon, not by any right of 
his pontificate; and the pope, without feeming to be of-
fended at this mortifying claufe, proceeded to give a fen-
tence bc~ween them, in which they both acquiefced 1• 

He brought them to agree, that their union ihould be 
cemented by a double marriage ; that of Edward himfclf, 
who was now a widower, with Margaret, Philip's fifier, 
and that of the prince of Wales, with I fabella, daughter 
of that monarch m. Philip was likewife willing to refi:ore 
Guienne to the Engli(h, which he had indeed no good 
pretence to detain ; but he infifi:ed, that the Scots and 
their king, John Baliol, fhould, as his allies, be alfo 
comprehended in the treaty, and ihould be rcfi:ored to 
their liberty. The difference, :1fter feveral difputes, was Peace with 

compromifed, by their making mutual facrifices to each France. 

other. Edward agreed to abandon his ally the earl of 
flanders, on condition that Philip fhould treat in like 
manner his ally the king of Scots. The profpect of con-
quering thefe two countries, whofe fituation made them 
[o commodious an acquifition to the refpeCl:ive kingdoms, 
prevailed over all o~her confiderations ; and though they 
were both finally difappointed in their hopes, their con .. 
duct was very reconcilable to the principles of an inte-
refied policy. This was the firft fpecimen which the Scot:f 
had of the French alliance, and which was exactly con-
formable to wt1at a fmaller power mufi: always expect, 
when it blindly attaches itfe]f to the will and fortunes of 
a greater. That unhappy people, now engaged in . a 
brave, tbou_gh unequ~Jl :_ontefr for their !ibcrties, were 

l Rymer, vol. ii. p. Sr7. Heming. vol, i, p. 149• 

m R:~~er, vol, ii. il• 8.:' ;. 
Trivet, p. 3 Io .. 
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c R A P. totally abandoned by the ally, in whom they repofed 
XIII. fi fid h '11 f . . \...--v--.1 their · nal con ence, to t e WI o an 1mpenous con-
1298. 

Revolt of 
Scotland. 

queror. 
THOUGH England, as well as all other European 

countries, was, in its ancient fi:ate, very ill qualified for 
making, and .frill worfe for maintaining conquefi:s, Scot
land was fo much inferior in its internal force, and was 
fo ill fituated for receiving foreign fuccours, that it is no 

wonder Edward, an ambitious monarch, 1hould have cafr 
his eye on fo tempting an acquifition, which brought 
both fecurity and greatnefs to his native kingdom. But 
the infhuments, whom he employed to maintain his do
minion over the northern kingdom, were not happily 
~hofen ; and aCted not with the requifite prudence and 
moderation, in reconciling the Scottifh nation to a yoke, 
which they bore with fuch extreme reluctance. War
renne retiring into England, on account of his bad fiate 
of health, left the adminiftration entirely in the hands of 
Ormefby, who was appointed jufiiciary of Scotland, and 
Creffingham, who bore the office of treafurer; and a fmall 
military force remained, to fecure the precarious authority 
of thofe minifters. The latter had no other objetl: than 
the amaffing of money by rapine and injufi:ice: The for
mer diftingui£hed himfelf by the rigour and feverity of his 
~em per: And both of them, treating the Scots as a con
quered people, made them fenfible, too early, of the 

grievous fervitude into which they had fallen. As Ed
ward required, that all the proprietors of land fhould 
fwear fealty to him; every one, who refufed or delayed 
giving this teftimony of fubmiffion, was outlawed, and 
imprifoned, and puni:lhed without mercy; and the braveft 
;~.nd moft generous fpirits of the nation were thus exaf
perated to the higheft degree againft the Englifu gover~ 
ment n. 

!' Walling. P• 70, Heming, Yol. i. p. uS. Trivet, p. 299· 
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THERE was one William Wallace, of a fmall fortune, C H A P. 

f · r "1 · h n_ f S X1TI. but defcended o an anc1ent tami y, m t e wen o cot- '-"""v-J 

land, whofe courage prompted him to undertake, and u.98. · 
en<~.bled him finally to accompliili, the defperate attempt . 
of delivering his native country from the dominion of fotr 
reigners. This man, whofe valorous exploits are the 
objeCl: of jufr admiration, but have been much exagge-
'~ated by the traditions of his countrymen, had been pro
voked by the infolence of an Englilh officer to put him to 
~eath ; and finding himfelf obnoxious on that account to 
Fhe feverity of the adminifrration, he fled into the woods, 
and offered himfelf as a leader to all thofe whom their 
crime~, or bad fortune, or avowed hatred of the Englilh, 
had reduced to a like neceffity. He was endowed with 
gigantic force of body, with heroic courage of mind, 
with difinterefied magnanimity, with incredible patience 
and ability to bear hunger, fatigue, and all the feverities 
of the feafons; and he foon acquired, among thofe def
perate fugitives, that authority, to which his virtues fo 
jufl:ly intitled him. Beginning with fmall attempts, in 
which he \vas always fuccefsful, he gradually proceeded . 
to more momentous enterprizcs; and he difcovered equ?J 
caution in fecuring his followers, and valour in annoying 
the enemy. By his knowledge of the ~ountry, he was 
enabled, when purfued, to enfure a retreat among the 
moraffcs or forefi:s or mountains ; and again, colkCl:ing 
his difperfed affociates, he unexpetl:.edly appeared in an-
other quarter, and furprized and routed and put to th<: 
fword the unwary Englifh. Every day brought accounts 
of his great actions, which were received with no lefs 
favour by his countrymen than terror by the enemy : All 
thofe, who thirfl:ed after military fame, were defirous to 
partake of his renown: His fuccefsful valour fccmed to 
vindicate the nation from the ignominy, into which it 
had fallen, by its tame fubmiffion to the Englilh: And 
though no nobleman of note v~ntured as yet to join his 
~ ~~ 
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C H A P. party, he had gained a general confidence and attach
Xlll. 
,~ ment, which birth and fortune are not alone able to 

298. confer. 

W ALLACE, having, by many fortunate enterprizes, 
brought the valour of his followers to correfpond to his 
own, refolved to £hike a dccifive blow againfl: the Englifh 
government ; and he concerted the plan of attacking Or
mefby at Scone, and of taking vengeance <?11 him, for all 
the violence and tyranny, of which he had been guilty. 
The jufticiary, apprized of his intentions, Red hafrily 
into England : All the other officers of that nation imi
tated his example : Their terror added alacrity and cou
rage to the Scots, who betook themfelves to arms in every 
quarter: Many of the principal barons, and among th~ 
reft Sir William Douglas o, openly countenanced Wal
Iacc-'s party: Robert Bruce fecretly favoured and pro
moted the fame caufc : And the Scots, fhaking off their 
fetters, prepared themfclves to defend, by an united effort, 
that liberty which they had fo unexpeCl:edly recovered 
from the hands of their oppre!fors . 

. BuT W arrenne, collecting an army of 40,000 men in 
the north of England, prepared to re-eftablifh his autho
I·ity ; and he endeavoured, by the celerity of his .arma
ment and of his march, to compenfate for his pail: neg
ligence, which had enabled the Scots to throw ofF the 
Engliili government. He fuddenly entered Annandalc, 
and came up with the enemy at Irvine, before their forces 
were fully collcCl:ed, and before they had put themfclvcs 
in a pofiurc of defence. Many of the Scottifh noblcs, 
alarmed with their dangerous fituation, here fubmittetl to 
the Englifh, renewed their oaths of fealty, promi{Cd to 
deliver hoftagcs for their good behaviour, and recciycd a 
par~ on for pafi: offence- P. Others who had not yet de
clared themfelves, fuch as the fteward of Scotland and the 

0 Walling, p. 70. Heming. vol. i, p. 118. p Heming. ,ol. i. 
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earl of Lenox, J. oined, thou
0
o-h with relufunce, the ~ng- C H A P. · ~ xu~ 

lifh army; and waited a favourable opportunity for cm- ..__,....._J 

br-acing the caufe of their dillre.ffed countrymen. But n98 .. 

Walbce, whofc authority over his retainers was more 

fully confirmed by the abfence of the great nobles, per-

fevered obfl:inately in his purpofe; and finding himfelf 

unable to give battle to the enemy, he marched north-

wards, with an intention of prolongjng the war, and of 
turning to his advantage the fituation of that mountainou 

and barren country. When \Varrenne advanced to Stir-
ling, he found Wallace encamped at Carnbufkcnneth, 

on the oppoiite banks of the Forth ; and being conti-

nually urged by the impatient Cre.ffmgham, who wa 

aB:uated both by perfona.l and national animofities againft 

the Scots q' he prepared to attack them in that pofition, 

which Wall ace, no lefs prudent than courageous, :had 
chofen for his army r. In fpite of the remonfl:rances o 

Sir Richard Lundy, a Scotchman of birth and family., 

who fincerely adhered to the Englifh, he ordered' his .ar-

my to pafs a bridge which lay over the Forth ; but he 
was foon convinced, by fatal experience, of the error of 

his conducl:. Wallace, allowing fuch numbers of t~e 

Englifh to pafs as he thought proper, attacked them be-

fore they were fu1ly formed, put them to rout, pu:lhed 
part of them into the river, defl:royed the refr by the edge 
of the fword, and gained a complete victory over them s. 

Among the flain was Creffingham himfelf, whofe memory 

was fo extremely odious to the Scots, that they fl~a'd his. 
dead body, and made faddles and girths of his ikin r. 

\Varrenne, finding the remainder of his army much dif-

mayed by this misfortune, was obliged again to evacuate 

the kingdom, and retire into England. The ca.fllcs of 

q Heming. vol. i. p. 127• r On the JI th of September 1297• 

s Walfing. p. 73· Heming, vol. i. p. 127) aS) 11.9. Trivet, p. 3::.7. 
t Heming. vol. i, p. IJO• 
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c H A P. Roxborough and Berwic, ill fortified and feebly defend., 
XIII. 

\...--v--.J ed, fell fcon after into the hands of the Scots. 
21.98. W ALtAcE, univerfally revered as the deliverer of hit 

country, now received, from the hands of his followers, 
the dignity of regent or guardian under the captive Ba
Iiol ; and finding that the diforders of war, as well as the 
unfavourable feafons, had produced a famine in Scotland, 
he urged his army to march into England, to fubfift at 
the ex pence of the enemy, and to revenge all pafi inju
ries, by retaliating on that ho:fiile nation. The Scots, 
who deemed every thing po:ffible under fuch a leader; 
joyfully attended his call. Wallace, breaking ihto the 
northern counties during the winter feafon, laid every 
place wafl:e with fire and fword; and after extending on 
all fides, without oppofition, the fury of his ravages, as 
fJ.r as the bilhopric of Durham, he returned, loaded with 
fpoils, and crowned with glory, into his own country u. 

The diforders, which at that time prevailed in England~ 
from the refraCl:0ry behaviour of the con:fiable and mare
fchal, made it impoffible to collect an army fuflicicnt to 
refifr the enemy, and expo fed the n2.tion to this lofs and 
dilhonour. 

BuT Edward, who received in Flanders intelligence of 
thefe events, and had already concluded a truce with 
France, now hafrened over to England, in certain hopes, 
by his aCl:ivity and valour, not only of wiping ofF thrs 
difgrace, but of recovering that important conquefi: of 
Scotland, which he always regarded as the chief glory 
and advantage of his reign. · He appeafed the murmurs of 
his people by conceffions and promifes: He refrored to 
the citizens of London the election of their own magi
{l:rates, of which they had been bereaved in the later part 
of his father's reign: He o.:-de:ed firict enquiry to be made 
concerning the corn and other goods, which haJ been 

violently 
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Violently feized before his departure, as if he intended to C H A P. 

pay the value to the owners w: And making public pro-~ 
feffions of confirming and obferving the charters, he re- ngS. 

gained the confidence of the difcontented nobles. Having 
by all thefe popular arts rendered himfelf entirely mafter 

of his people, he collcCl:ed the whole military force of 
England, Wales, and Ireland ; and marched with an 

army of near a hundred thoufand combatants to the nor-
thern frontiers. 

NOTHING could have enabled the Scots to refifr, but 
for one feafon, fo mighty a power, except an entire union 
among themfelves; but as they were deprived of their 
king, whofe perfonal qualities, even when he was pre
fent, appeared fo contemptible, and had left among his 
fubjeCl:s no principle of attachment to him or his family; 
faCl:ions, jealoufies, and animofities unavoidably arofe 
!lmong the great, and difrratl:ed all their councils. The 

elevation of Wallace, though purchafed by fo great merit" 
and fuch eminent fervices, was the objeCl: of envy to the 
nobility, who repined to fee a private gentleman raifed 
above them by his rank, and frill more by his glory and 
teputation. Wallact: himfi If, fenfible of their jealoufy, 
and dreading the ruin of his country from thofc intei't:ne 
difcords, voluntarily refigned his authority, and retained 
only the command over that hod y of his followers, who, 
being accu£tomed to viB:ory under his fiandard, refufed 
to follow into the field any other leader. The chief power 
devolved on the fteward of Scotland, and Cummin of Ba
denoch; men of eminent birth, unJer whom the great 

chieftains were more willing to ferve in defence of their 

country. The two Scottifh commanders, colleCling their 
feveral forces from every quarter, fixed their fration at 
Falkirk; and propofed there to abide the affault of the 
Englifh. \Vallace was at the head of a third body, 

w Rymer, vol. ii. p, 8•z· 
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c H A P. which aC!ed under his command. The Scotch army 

XIII. . I 1. . \,._.---.,,.....__.placed their pikemen along their front: nter med the m-
U98· tervals between the three bodies with archers : And 

dreading the great fuperiority of the Erigli£h in cavalry, 
endeavoured to fecure their front by palifadoes, tied toge
ther with ropes x. In this difpofition, they expected the 

approach of the enemy. 

~~~Jeu!?r. THE king, when he arrived in fight of the Scots, was 
Falkirk. pleafed with the profpetl: of being able, by one decifive 

:fhoke, to determine the fortune of the v~;ar ; and dividing 
his army alfo into three b dies, he led them to the attack, 
The Engli£h archers, who began about this time to fur
pafs thofe of other nations, firfr chaced the Scottifh bow
men off the field ; and then pouring in their arrows 
among the pikemen, ·who were cooped up within their 
.intrenchments, threw them into diforder, arid rendered 

I 

the a!fault of the Englifh pikemen and cavalry more eafy 
and fucccfsful. 1""'he whole Scotti!h army was broken, 
and chaced off the field with great £laughter; which the 
hillorians, attending more to the exaggerated relations of 
the populace, than to the probability of things, make 
amount to fifty or fix_ty thoufand men Y. It is only cer· 
tain, that the Scots never fuffered a greater lofs in any 
acbon, nor one which feemed to threaten more inevitable 
ruin to their country. 

IN this general rout of the army, Wallace's military 
fkill and prcfence of mind enabh:d him to keep his troops 

entire; and rctir:ng behind the Carron, he marched lci
furdy along the banks of that fmall river, which pro
teCted him from the enemy. Young Bruce, who had 
alreaJy given many proofs of his aill.iring genius, but who 
fcrvcJ hithcrt<> in the Er.gli£h a1.·my, appeared on the opo~ 

x Walfing. p. 75• Heming. vul. i. p. r6~. 
Y Walfing. p. 76. T. Wykes, p. 1'1.]· • Hcming. vol. i. p. 163, r6.j., 

165. Trivet, p. 3'3' faysonly;i.c1ooo, .i..I. Weft, P· 431, fays4o,ooo. 
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polite banks; and diftinguifhihg the Scottifh chieftain, C U A P• 
11 b h. . n· b h . 'cl n.· . f XIIJ. as we y IS maJen:Ic port, as y t e mtrep1 acLtv1ty o ~ 

l1is behaviour, called out to him, and ddired a ihort con- 1298• 

ference. He here reprefented to Wallace the fruitlefs and 
ruinous enterprize in which he was engaged; and endea-
voured to bend his inflexible fpirit to fubmiffion under 
fuperior power and fuperior fortune: He i!1fiiled on the 
unequ:1l conteft between a weak ftatc, deprived of its 
head and agitated by inteftine difcord, and a mighty na-
tion, conduCl:ed by the ab left and moft martial monarch of 
the age, and poffeffed of every refource either for pro-
traCting the war, or for pufhing it with vigour and acti--
vity : If the love of his country were his motive for perfe· 
verance, his obftinacy tended only to prolong her mifery ; . 
if he carried his views to private grandeur and ambition, 
he might refleCt, that, even if Edward fhould withdraw 
his armies, it appeared from pafl: experience, that fo 
many haughty nobles, proud of the prc-emincnce of their 
families, would never fubmit to perfonal merit, whofe 
fuperiority they were lefs inclined to regard as an object 
of admiration, than as a reproach and injury to them-
felves. To thefe exhortations vVallace replied, that, . f 
he had hitherto aCl:ed alone, as the champion of his coun-
try, it was fo1e1y becaufc no fecond er compet:tor, or 
what he rather wifhed, no ieader had as yet appeared to 
place himfe]f in that honourable :fbticn : That the b~mne 
lay entirely on the nobility, and chieny on Eruce him-
felf, who, uniting perfonai merit to dignity of family., 
had deferted the pofi, which bo~h nature and fortune, 
by fuch powerful calls, invited h'm to affume: That the 
Scots, poff~ffed of fuch a head, \Vould, by their unani-
mity and concord, have furmounted the chief difficulty 
under which they now laboured, ami might' hope, not ... 
withfl:anding their prefcnt lofles, to oppofe f~ccefsfully all 
the power and abilities of Edward : T'hat H :wen itfelf 

V oiJ. II. X c,;:ould 
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c H A P · could not fet a more glorious prize before the eyes either 
XIII. . . . h . . . b' n_ ~of ytrtue or amb1t10n, t tan to J0111 m one o Jeu, the ac-
1298• quifition of royalty with the defence of national inde

pcndance: And that as the interefi:s of his country, more 

than thofc of a brave man, could never be fincerely cul
tivated by a facrificc of liberty, he himfelf was determined, 

as far as poffible, to prolong, not her mifery, but herfree
dom, and was defirous, that his own life, as ·well as the 
exlftence of the nation, might terminate, when they could 
no otherwife be preferved than by receiving the chains 

of a haughty viCl.or. The gallantry of thefe fentiments, 

though delivered by an armed enemy, frruck the generous 
mind of Bruce : The flame was conveyed from the breafr 

of one hero to that of another : He repented of his engage

ments with Edward ; and opening his eyes to the honour

able path, pointed out to him by '\rVallace, fccretly de

termined to feize the firfr opportunity of embracing the 

caufe, however defperatc, of his oppreiTed country z, 

tz,9. THE fubjeetion of Scotland, notwithfranding this great 

viCtory of Edward, was not yet entirely completed. The 
Engri:!h army, after reducing all the fouthern provinces, 

was obliged to retire for want of provifions ; and left the 
northern coLntics in the h:mds of the natives. The 

. Scots, no lefs enraged at their prefent defeat, than ele
vated by their pafr viB:ories, frill maintained the contefr 

for liberty ; but being fully fenfible of the great inferio
rity of their force, they endeavoureJ, by application to 

foreign courts, to prou!rc to themfelves fome affifiance. 

'rhe fupplications of the Scottifh minifrers were rejetled 
by Philip; but were more fuccefsful with the court of 

Rome. Boniface, pleafed with an occafion of exerting 

z This fiory is told by all the Scotch writers ; though it mu!l be owned 

that Trivet and flemingfcrd, authors cf £OCti credit1 ltoth ll~ree that Bruc.e 

• ~ net i!l Ecward's army. 
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his authority, wrote a letter to Edward, exi1orting him c 1-I A P. 
n. 1-.. tr. S 1 d 1 d" . . XIII. to put a nop to .. 1s oppreu1ons on cot an , 2.nc dplay- "--r---J 

ing all the proof, fuch as they had probably been fur- , 13oo, 

nilhed him by the Scot thcmfelves, for the ancient in- ~~~~~a7ub .. 
dependance of hat kingdom a. Among other arguments, clu~d. 
hinted at above, he mentioned the treaty condutl:ed and 
finiihed by Edward himfelf; for the marriage of his fon 
with the heirefs of Scotl, nd ; a treaty which would have 
been abfurd, had he been fuperior lord of the kingdom, 
and had poffdled by the feudal law the right of difpofing 
of his ward in marriage. He mentioned fevcral other 
fhiking facts, which fell within the compafs of Edward's 
own knowledge; particularly, that Alexander, when he 
did homage to the king, openly and exprefsly declared in 
his prefence, that he fwore fealty not for his crown, but 
for the lands which he held in England: And the pope1s. 

letter might have pafTcd for a reafonable one, had he not 
fubjoined his own claim to be iiege lord of Scotland; a 
claim which had not once been heard of, but which, 
with a fingular confidence, he atierted to be full, ent~re, 
and derived from the mofl: re~ote antiquity. 'l'he affir-
mative fryle, which had been fo fuccefsful with him and 
his predece!fors in fpiritual contefl:s, was never before 
abufed after a more egregious manner in any civil contro-
verfy. 

THE reply, which Edward made to Bonifacc's letter~ 
contains particubrs, no lefs finguiar and remarkable b. He 
there proves the fupcriority of England by hifiorical faCts, 
deduced from the period of Brutus, the Trojan, '\vho, he , 
faiJ, founded the Britiih monarchy in the 3ge of Eli a11d 
Samuel : He fupports his pofition by all the e'\·ents which 
palled in the i11<c:nd before the arrival of the Romans : 
And after laying great frrefs on the extenfive dominion 

" .Rymer, vol. ii. p. 844• b Ibid. p. a63. 
X 2 and 
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c H A P. and heroic viCl:ories of king Arthur, he vouchfafes at laff 
xur. · d 1 ld · · \....--v-.1 to dcfccr:d to the t1me of Edwar t 1e e er, With wh1ch, 

13cr. in his fpcech to the frates of Scotland, he had chofen to 

begin his claim of fuperiority. He afferts it to be a face, 

notorir:us and coPjirmed by tbe records of antiquity, that the 

Englifh monarchs had often conferred the kingdom of 

Scotland on their own fubjeB:s;. had dcthro11ed thefe 

vaff:.tl kin;;s when unfaithful to them ; and had fubfiituted 

others in their fl:ead. He difplays with great pomp the 

full and complete homage which \Villiam had done to 

Henry II. ; without mentioning the formal abolition of 

that exto1·ted deed by king Richard, and the renunciation of 

all future claims of the fame nature. Yet this paper he 

begins with a folemn appeal to the Almighty, the fearcher 

of hearts, for his own firm perfuafion of the j ufiice of his 
cl;~im ; and no lefs than a hundred and four barons,. 

affembled in pc:rliamcnt at Lincoln, concur, in main

tainii'lg before the pope, under their feals, the validity of 
thcfc preterifons c. At the fame time, howe\·er, they 

take care to inform Boniface, that, though they had ju
:fiified their c:mfe before him, they did not acknowledge 

hit~ for their judge: The crown of England was free 

and fovereign : They had fworn to maintain all its royal 

p::erogativcs, and would never permit the king himfelf, 
were he willing, to relinqui!h its independancy. 

1302. THAT negle8:, almofi: total, of Uuth and juR:ice, 
which fovercign Hates difcover in their tranfaB:io;ls with 

each other, is an evil univerfal and inveterate; is one great 

fource of the mifery to which the human race is conti

nually cxpofcd ; and it may be doubted, whether in many 

infranccs it be found in the end to contribute to the in

tercfrs of thofc princes themfches, who thu::; £1.crificc 

c Rymer, vol. ii. p. 873. Walling, p, Ss, Hemir~, vol. i. P• 1S6. 
Tri\'et, r· 330. M. Weft. p. Hl• 
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their integrity to their politics. As few monarchs have C H A P. 
~' . . ] 1 . . 1 XUl. 

lain under 1cronger tempt< trons to vw ate t 1e pnnc1p es ......r\t-...., 

of equity, than Edward in his tranfatl:ions with Scotbnd; 1 3c,, 

fo never were they violated with lcfs fcruple and referve : 

Yet his advantages were hitherto precarious and uncer
tain ; and the Scots, once roufed to arms and enured to 

war, be~:m to appc:~.r a formid,lble enemy, even to this 

military and ambitious rr.on:11Th. They chofc John Sc,,_thn.i 

C · r h · cl • } · a "olll re-ummm 10r t err regent; an not content Wit 1 mam- v~lts. 

taining their indepcndance in the northern parts, they 

made incurfions into the fo\.lthcrn counties, which, Ed-
\vard imagined, he had totally ft bdued. J obn tie Se-
grave, whom he had left guardian of Scotland, led an 
army to oppofe them; and lyin~ at Ro.!1in n~.1r Edin- I""J• 

. . v . . . 24th .tcb. 
burgh, fent out h1s brces m three drvrfions, to provrJe 

themfelves with forage and fubfifrancc from th:: neigh

bourhood. One party was fuddenly attacked by the re-

gent and Sir Simon Frafer; and being unprepared, was 

immediately routed and purfued with great flaughter. 

The few that efcaped, ·flying to the fecond divifion, gave 
warning of the approach of the enemy: The foldiers ran 

to their colours : And were immediately led on to take 

revenge for the death of their countrymen. 1'he Scots, 

elated with the advantage already obtained, made a vigo-

rous impre.ffion upon them: 'rhe Englifh, animated vvith 

a thirfr of vengeance, maintain~d a ftout refiftance : The 

vicrory was long undecided betvveen them ; but :J.t lafi de-

dared itfclf e11t!rely in f<wour of the former, who broke 

the Engli!h, and chaced them to the third divifion, now 

.advancing with a hafiy march to fupport their di.frreffed 

-companions. l\1any of the Scot had fallen in the two 

firfi: actions ; moll of them were wounded ; and all of 

them extremely fatigued by the long continuance of the 

.combat: Yet were they fo tranfported with fucccfs and 

military rage, that, having fuJJen1y recovered their order, 

X 3 and 
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c H A P. and arming the followers of their camp with the fpoils 
XIII. • h d h d . h f . '--v--J of the f1aug tere enemy, t ey rove Wit . ury upon 

• 1303. the ranks of the difmayed ~ngliili. The favourable mo
ment decided the battle; which the Scots, had they met 
with a fready refifrance, were not long able to maintain: 
The Englifh were chaced off the field: Three victories 
wcr~ t. !..!S gained in one day d : And the renown of thefe 
great exp!oits, fcconded by the favourable difpofitions of 
the peop1c, foon made the regent mafter of all the fort
relies in the fouti1 ; and it became neceffary for Edward 
to begin anew the conquefr of the kingdom. 

THE king prepared himfclf for this enterprizc with his 
ufual vigour and ability. He affcmblcd both a great fleet 
and a great army ; and entering the frontiers of Scotland, 
appeared with a force, w·hich the enemy could not think 
of refitting in the open field : The Englifh navy, which 
failed along the coafr, fccured the army from any danger 
of fam ... ine : Edward's vigilance preferved it from fur
prizes:·· And by this prudent difEofition they marched 
victorious fro111; one extn:.mity of the kingdom to the 
other, ravaging the opc1 country, reducing all the 
ca:fl:les c, and recei ring tLe fu bmiffion of all the nobility, 
eren that of Cummin the regent. 'I"he mofr obfl:inate 
~:-diftance ~vas m~de by the ca.ftle of B1echin, defended by 
Sir Thomas l\!Iaule; and the place opened not its gates, 
till the c'eath of the govcrn'?r, by difcouraging the garri
fon, obliged them to fubmit to the fate, which had over-

;s ag:.i.q fu!J. w hclmed the reft of the kingdom. W allace, though he 
•ue~~ attended the Engli:fh army in their march,. found but 

fe\v opportunities of fignalizing that valour, which ha~ 
form -rly made him fo terrible to his enemies. 

En~.-r,r ARD, having completed his conqueR, which em
ployed him during the fpace of near two years, now ur~-

~ I?id, f• 1.05. 
d~rto~ 
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dcrtook the more difficult work of fettling the country, C H A P' 
. XIII. 

of efiabliiliing a new form of government, and of makmg ~ 
his acquifition durable to the crown of Engbnd. He 1304. 

fccms to have carried matters to extremity againfi the 
natives : He abrogated a11 th~ Scottiili laws and cufioms f: 
He endeavoured to fubfiitute the Engli!h in their place: 

He entirely razed or defhoyed all the monuments of an
tiquity : Such records or hifrorics as had efcaped his for
mer fearch were now burnt or difperfed: And he hafiened, 
by too precipitate fieps, to aboli{h entirely the Scotti!h 

name, and to fi.nk it finally in the Engliih. 

Enw ARD, however, frill deemed his favourite conqueR: 13os. 
expofed to fome danger, [o long as Wall ace was alive ; 

and being prompted both by revenge and policy, he em

ployed every art to difcover his retreat, and become 
maP.:er of his per£':m. At laft, that hardy warrior, who 
was determined, amidfr the uni vcrfal flavery of his 
countrymen, fEll to maintain his independancy, was 
betrayed into Edward's hands by Sir John Monteith, his 
friend, whom he had made acqu:tintcd with the place of 
his concealment. The king, whofe natural bravery and 
magnanimity iliould have induced him to refpetl: like 
qualities in an enemy, enraged at fome atl:s of violence 
committed byWallace during the fury of war, refolved to 
overawe the Scots by an example of feverity; He Qidcr-

cd "\V all ace to be carried in chains to London ; to be d A n. 2.3 uguu. 
tried as a -rebel and traitor, though he had never made 
fubmiffions or [worn fealty to England ; and to be exe-
cuted on Tower-hill. This was the unworthy fate of a 
hero, who, through a courfc of many years, had, with 
ilgnal conduCt> intrepidity, and perfeverance, defended, 
againfi a public and opprcffi':'e enemy, the liberties of hiS. 

native country. 

f Ryley, p. 5o6, 

x4 BuT 
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c H A P. BuT the barbarous policy of Edward failed of the pur
~~ pofe to which it was direCted. The Scots, already 

l3'J5· difgufied at the great innovations introduced by the fword 
of a conqueror into their laws and government, were 
farther enraged at the inj ufi:ice and cruelty exercifed upon 
Wallace; and all the envy, which, during his life-time, 
had attended that gallant chieftain, being now buried in 
his grave, he w·as univerfally regarded as the champion 
of Scotland, and the patron of her expiring independ
ancy. The people, inflamed with refentment, were every 
where difpofed to rife againfi: the Englilh government; 
and it was not long ere a new and more fortunate leader 
prefented himfelf, who conduCted them to liberty, to 
victory, and to vengeance. 

1~o6. 
R.ohert 
Br!Jce. 

RoBER T BRUCE, fon g of that Robert, who had been 
one of the competitors for the crown, had fucceeded, by 
his £1.thcr's death, to all his pretenfions ; and the demife 
of John Baliol, which happened nearly about the fame 
time in France, together with the captivity of Edward, 
the eldefi fon of that prince, feemed to open a full career 
to the genius and ambition of this young nobleman. He 
faw, that the Scots, when the right to their crown had 
expired in .the males of their ancient royal family, had 
hecn divided into parties nearly equal between the houfcs 
of Bruce :md Baliol; and that every incident, which 
had fince happ?ncd, had tended to wean them from any 
attachment to the latter. The f1ender capacity of John 
had proved unable to defend them again£1: their enemies : 
He had meanly rdigned his cro'.vn into the hands of the 
conqueror: fL had, bcf..')re his delivery from captivity, 
re-iterated that refignation in a manner feemingly volun· 
tary ; and had in that deed thrown out many reflections 

g IIcmini!foru, vol. i. p. ~18. calls him the grandron of Robert; and is 
very particular in the account of the timrs in which his father and grandfatbe.r 
died, Hc;minf1fo(d is one of the be!l hi!lorians of th~t age, 

extremeiy 
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extremely difhonourable to his ancient fubjcB:s, whom he C H A P. 
. xrn. 

publicly called traitors, ruffians, and n~bcls, and w1th ~ 
whom, he declared, he was determined to maintain no 1 3~5. 

farther correfpondencc h : He had, d"!.lring the time of his 
exile, adhered ftrid:ly to that refolution; and his fon, 
being a prifoner, feemed ill qualified to revive the rights, 
now fully abandoned, of his family. Bruce therefore 
hoped, that the Scots, fo long expofed, from the want 
of a leader, to the oppreilions of their enemies, would' 
unanimoufly fly to his ftandard, and would feat him on 
the vacant throne, to which he brought fuch plau:fible 
pretenfions. His afpiring fpirit, inflamed by the fervor 
of youth, and buoyed up by his natural coura6c, faw 
the glory alone of the enterprize, or regarded the prodi-
gious difficulties, which attended it, as the fourcc only of 
farther glory. The mifcries and oppreffions, which he 
had beheld his countrymen fuffer in their unequal con-
teil ; the repeated defeats and misfortunes, which they 
had undergone ; proved to him fo many incentives to 
bring them relief, and conduB: them to vengeance againfl: 
the haughty viB:ors. The circum:fl:ances, which attend-
ed Bruce's firft declaration, arc varioufly related ; but we 
:lhall rather follow the account given by the Scotch hi:fl:o-
rians; not that their authority is in general any wife 
comparable to that of the Englifh ; but becaufe they may 
be fuppofed fomctimes better informed concerning facts, 
which fo nearly interefied their own nation. 

BRucE, who had long harboured in his breaft the 
defign of freeing his enflaved country, ventured at lafr to 
open his mind to John Cummin, a powerful nobleman, 
with whom he lived in :fhitl intimacy. He found his friend, 
as he imagined, fully pofiefied with the fame fcntiments; 
and he needed to employ no arts of perfuafion to make 
him .embrace the refolution of throwing oft~ on the firfr fa-

h Brady's hi!l, vol, ii, App. N°, 'J7y 
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c H A P. vouraLle opportunity, the u[urpcd domir;.ion of the Enr)'., 
XIII. 'fh B h T ,.. B wh :;, ........-..:""-' 1L . ut on t e acparture or rucc, o ~ttended 

I~c6. Edward to London, Cummin, who either had all along 

tliffcmblcd with him, or began to reflect more coolly in his 

a bfence on the defperate nature of the undertaking, re

folved to atone for his crime of affenting to this rebel

lion, by the merit of reycaling the fecret to the king of 

England. Edward did not immediately commit Brucc to 

cufi:ody ; becaufe he propofed, at the fame time, to feize 
his three brothers, who refidcd in Scotland; and he con

tented himfelf with fccretly fctting fpies upon him, and 

onlering all his motions to be ftricHy guarded. A noble. 

man of Edward's court, Brucc's intimate friend, was 

apprized of his danger ; but not daring, amidft fo many 

watchful eyes, to hold any converfation with him, he 

fc11 on an expedient to give him warning, that it was 

full time he fhould make his efcape. He fent him, by a 

fervant, a pair of gilt fj:mrs and a purfc of gold, which 

he pretended to have borrowed from him ; and left it to 

the fagacity of his friend to difcover the meaning of the 

prefent. Bruce immediately contrived the means of his 

efcape ; ~nd as the grour..d vvas at that time covered with 

fnow, he had the precaution, it is faid, to order his 

horf s to be fhod with their £hoes turned backwards, that 

be might deceive thofe, who :fhould track his path over 

the open fields or crofs roads, through which he pm·pofed 

to traveL He arrived in a few days at Dumfries in An .. 
nandale, the chief feat of his family intcrefi:; and he 

happily found a great number of the Scotti!h nobility 

there ai1c!l1bled, and among the refr, John Cummin, his 

former aiTociate. 
1oth Feb. THE noblemen ·were afionifhed at the appearance of 

Bruce among them ; and frill more when he difcovered 

to them the object of his journey. He told them, that he 

was come to live or die with them in defence of the li-
berties 
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erties of his country, and hoped, with their a:ffiil:ance, C f!r 1~ F. 

to redeem the Scottifh na:ne from all the indignities, .._;::_,,:.:...., 
which ic had fo long fuffered from the tyranny of their 13o6. , 

~mperious m;-Jl::::rs : That the facrifice of the rights of.hiG 

iamily was the fidt injury, vrhich had prepared the v;ay 

for their cnfuing f1avery; and by refuming them, which 

:was his firm purpofe, he opened to them the joyful pro-

fpeB: of recovering from the fraudulent ufurper their an-

c!ent and hereditary independancy : 'rhat all pafr misfor-

t•mes had proceeded from their difunion; and they would 

foon appear no le{'"s formidable than of old to their ene-

mies, if t;1cy now deigned to follow into the field their 
rightful prince, who knew no me<.lium between death 
and viCl:ory: That their mountains and their valour, 
which had, during fo many ages, proteCl:ed their liberty 
from all the efforts of the Roman empire, would frill be 
fufficient, \vere they worthy of their generous ancefl:ors, 
to dcf~nd them againfr the utmoit violence of the Eng-

liih tyrant : That it was unbecoming men, born to the 

mofr ancient indepcndance known in Europe, to fubmit 
to the will of any maflers ; but fatal to receive thofe, 

who, being irritated by fuch perfevering oppofition, and 

inflamed with the highefr animofity, would never deem 
themfelvcs fecure in their ufurped dominion but by cx-
erminating all the ancient nobility, and even all the 

ancient inhabita 1ts : And that, being reduced to this 
dcfpcrate extremity, it were better for them at once to 
perifh, like brave men, with fword;, in their hands, than 

to <.lread long, and at lafl:: undergo, the fate of the unfor
tunate vV all ace, whofe merits, in the brave and obfri
nate defence of his country, were finally rewarded by 

the hands of an Englifh executioner. 

THE fpirit with which this difcourfe was delivered, 
rhc bold fentiments which it conveyed, the novelty of 

Brqce's declaration, ail}fted by the graces of his youth 
aqq 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F ·E N G L A N D. 

CH A P. and manly deportment, made deep impreffion on· the 

~ mind.s of his audience, and rouzed all thofe principles of 

1_3o6. indignation and revenge, with which they had long been 

fecretly aCtuated. The Scottiili nobles declared their 

unanimous refolution to ufe the utmoit efforts in deliver· 

ing their country from bondage, and to fecond the cou· 

rage of Bruce, in alferting Lis and their undoubted rights, 

againfl: their common opprelfors. Cummin alone, ·who 

had fec:etly taken his meafures with the king, oppofcd 
this general determination ; and by reprefenting the great 
power of England, governed by a prince of fuch uncom. 

mon vigo~r and abilities, he endeavoured to fet before 
them the certain ddhutl:ion, V\: hich they muft expect, 

if they again violated their oaths of fealty, and fuook 

off their allegiance to the victorious Ed ward i. Bruce, 

already apprized of his treachery, and forefecing the cer· 
tain failure of all his own fch_cmcs of ambition and 

glory from the oppofition of fo potent a leader, took · 

immediately his refolution; and moved pa:-tly by refent· 

ment, partly by policy, followed Cummin on the di[o. 

lution of the affcmbly, attacked him in the cloyfters of 
the Grey Friars through which he paffed, and running 

him through the body, left him for dead. Sir Thomas 

Kirkpatric, one of Bruce's friends, afking him foon after, 

if the traitor were ilain; I believe fi, replied Bruce. .And 
is tbat a matter, cried Kirkpatric, to be left to conjc{fure? 

I will fecure him. Upon which he drew his dagger, ran 
to Cummin, and frabbcd him to the heart. This deed 
of Bruce and his affociates, which contains circumfiances 
jufily condemned by our prcfent manners, was regarded 
in that age, as an effort of manly vigour and jufr policy. 
'The family of Kirkpatric took for the creft of their 

arms, which they fl:ill wear, a hand with a bloody dag· 

gcr ; and chofe for their motto thefe words, I v.:ill fecure 

i M, Weft, P• 4H• 
bim; 
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him; the expreffion employed by their ance:flor, when he C H A P. 
XIII. 

executed that violent action. \.--v--J 

THE murder of Cummin affixed the feal to the confpi- qo6. 
Third revolt 

racy of the Scotti!h nobles : They had now no refource of S.:otland. 

left but to fhake ofF the yoke of England, or to periih 
in the attempt: The genius of the nation rouzed itfelf 
from its prefent dejetl:ion: And Bruce, flying to different 
quarters, excited his partizans to arms, attacked with 
fiuccefs the difperfed bodies of the Engliih, got pofieilion 
of many of the cafi:les, and having made his authority 
be acknowledged in moft parts of the kingdom, was fo-
lemnly crowned and inaugurated in the abbey of Scone 
by the bifhop of St. Andrews, who had zealoufly cm-
braced his caufe. The Englifh were again chaced out 
of the kingdom, except fuch as took fhelter in the fhong 
fortreffes that frill remained in their hands ; and Edward 
found, that the Scots, twice conquered in his reign, and 
often defeated, mufi yet be anew fubdued. Not difcou-
raged with thefe unexpected difficulties,· he fent Aymer 

de Valence with a confider able force into Scotland to 

check the progrefs of the malcontents ; and that general, 
falling unexpeCl:edly upon Bruce at Methven in Perth £hire, 
threw his army into fuch diforder, as ended in a total 

defeat k, Bruce fought with the mo!l: heroic courage, 
was thrice difmounted in the aCl:ion, and as often reco-

vered himfelf; but \-Vas at lafr obliged to yield to fuperior 
fortune, and take fhelter, with a f~w followers, in the 
wefiern ifies. The ear1 of Athole, Sir Simon Frafer, 

and Sit Chrifiophcr Seton, who had been taken prifoners, 
were ordered by Edward to be executed as rebels -a! d 
traitors 1• l\1any other act!; of rigour \vere exercifed by Il07• 

him ; and that prince, vowing revenge againft the whole 
Scottifh nation, whom he deemed incorrigible in th~ir 
avcrfion to his government, afiembled a great army, and 

k \Valfing, p. 91. Heming. vol. i. p. 222, 22.3. Tri\· t~ p, 344• 

i Heming. vol. i, p. z 3• M, WciL p. 456. 
W2.S 
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was preparing to enter the frontiers, fecure of fuccefs; 

and determined to make the defencelefs Scots the victims 

of his feverity; when he unexpeCtedly fickened and died 

near Carlille; enjoining ~ith his laft breath his fon and 
fucceffor to profecute the enterprize, and never to defifl: 
till he had fin:illy fubdued the kingdom of Scotland. He 

expired in the fixty-ninth year of his age, and the thirty .. 

fifth of his reign, hated by his neigh hours, but extremely 

refpeB:ed and revered by his own fubjcCl:s. 

'THE enterprizes, fini:lhed by this prince, and the pro

jects, which he formed . and brought very near to a con

clufion, were more prudent, more regularly conducted, 

and more advant«geous to the folid interefi:s of his king

dom, than thofe which were undertaken in any reign either 

of his anceftors or his fucceffors. He refl:ored authority 

to the government, difordered by the weaknefs of his fa

ther ; he maintained the laws againfr all the efforts of his 

turbulent barons; he fully annexed to his crown the 

j)rincipality of Wales ; he took many ·wife and vigor~ 

ous meafurcs for reducing Scotland to a like condition; 

and though the equity of this latter enterprize may rea

fonably be que:ftioned, the circumftances of the two king

doms pr:omiied fuch certain fuccds, and the advantage 
was fo vifible of uniting the whole ifiand under one head, 
that thofe who give great indulgence to reafons of fhte 

in the meafures of princes, will not be apt to regard this 
1 art of his conduct with much fc\'erity. But Edward, 
hovYever exceptionable h;s charatl:cr may appear on the 
head of jufricc, is the model of a politic and warlike 

king: He poffefled ir:du!hy, penetration, courage, vigi
lance, znd entcrprize: He was f1 ugal in all expences that 

were not neceiEry ; he knew how to open the public 

trcafures on a proper occafion ; he puni{hed criminals 

with feverity; he was gracious and afrable to his fervants 

.2.l.ld courtiers ; and being of a majeftic figure, expert in 
.all 
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aU military exercifes, and in the main well-proportioned C H A P., 

·in his limbs, notwithfl:anding the gre~t length and the~ 
fm~llnefs of his legs, he was as \Vell qualified to capti- '3°7• 

vate the populace by his exterior appearance, as to gain 

the approbation of men of fcnfe by his more folid vir-

tues. 

BuT the chief advantage, which the people of Eng- Mifcellane· 

land reaped, and frill continue to reap, from the reign ofo.us tra"nfac: 
twns of tha• 

this great prince, was the correCtion, extenfion, amend- reign. 

ment, and efl:ablifument of the laws, which EJward 

maintained in great vigour, and left much improved to 

pofterity: For the aCl:s of a wife legiflator commonly re-

main; while the acquifitions of a conqueror often petifu 

with him. This merit has jufl:ly gained to Edward the 

appellati~n of the Englifu Jufl:inian. Not only the nu-
merous fl:atutes, paffed in his reign, touch the chief 

points of jurifprudence, and, according to Sir Edward 

Coke m, truly deferve the name of eilablifument!>, b~e<tufe 
they were more conftant, fl:anding, and durable laws t~an 

any made fince; but the regular order maintt!.ined in hi> 
adminifl:r~tion, gave an opportunity to the co·nmon law 

to refine itfelf, and brought the judges to a certainty in 

their determinations, and the lawyers to a precifion in 
their pleadings. Sir Mathew Hale has remarked the fud-

den improvement of Englifh law during this reign ; and 

ventures to affert, that, till his own time, it had never re-

ceived any confiderable cncrcafe n. I Edward fcttled the 

jurifdicrion of the feveral courts; fir:ft eftabLi:lhed tl1e 
office of jufrice of peace; abfi:ained from the praCtice, too 

common before him, of interrupting j u:ftice by mandates 

from the privy-council 0 ; reprdfed robberies and dif-

orders; 

m lntl:itute, p. I 56. n Hifiory cf the Eng1!fh law, p. rsS. 163. 
0 Articuli fuper Cart. cap. 6, Edward enaaed a law to this purpofe; hut 

it is doubtful, whether he ever obfened it, V/e are !ure t.llt ~ arcely any of 
h:~ 
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c H ~ P. orders P ; cncour~gcd trade by giving merchants an ea1y 
XI.d. d f . h . d b d . it. . 
~ metho o recovenng t c1r I:! ts q; an , m J.uort, mtro .. 

.Z307· duced a new face of things by the vigour and wifdom of 

his admini£hation. As law began now to be well. efta .. 

blifhed, the abufe of that bleifmg began alfo to be re

n:.ark~ d. Infccad of their former affociations for rob .. 

bcry and violence, men entered into formal combinations 

to fupport each other in law-fuits ; and it was found 
rcquifitc to check this iniquity by aB: of parliament r, 

THERE happened in thi reign a confiderable alteration 
in the execution of the laws: The king abolifhed the 
office of chief j ufiiciary, which, he thought, poffeffed too 
much power, and was dangerous to the crown s : He 
completed the divifion of the court of exchequer into four 
difiinB: courts, which managed, each, its feveral branch, 
without dependance on any one magifirate; and as the 

lawyers afterwards invented a method, by means of their 
f1C1:ions, of carrying bufinefs from one court to another, 
the feveral courts became rivals and checks to each other; 
a circumfiance which tended much to improve the prac· 

ticc of the law in England. 

BuT though Edward 'appeared thus, through his whole 
reign, a friend to law and jufiice, it cannot be faid, that 

_ he was an enemy to arbitrary power; and in a govern· 
ment more rcgub.r and legal than was that of England in 
his age, fuch praCtices, as thofe which may be remarked 

in his adminifiration, would have given fufficient ground 

of complaint, and fometimes were even in his age the 

his fucceffors did. The multitude of thefe letters of proteCl.ion were the ground 

of a comphint by the commons in 3 Edw. ll. See Ryley, P• 525. This prac· 

tice is declared illegal by the ftatute of Northampton pafied in the fecond of 

' :Edwarrl Ill, but it fiill continued, like many other abufes, There are inftances 

of at fo late as the reign of queen Elizibeth. 

P Statute of Winton. q Statut.! of AC'l:on Burnel. 
r Statute of confpirators. s S:'elm.:n, Glclf, in verbo jujficiarim, 

Gilbert's Haft. of the Exchequer, 1'• 8. 

l object 
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bjeB: of general difpleafure. The violent plunder and C il A P. 

bani£hment of the Jews ; the putting of the whole clergy, ~ 
at once, out of the proteCl:ion of law ; the fcizing of all 13o1. 

the wool and leather of the kingdom ; the heightening of 
the impofitions on the former valuable commodity; the 
new and illegal commiffion of Trailbafl:on; the taking of 
all the money and plate of monafl:eries and churches, even 
before he had any quarrel with the clergy; the fubjeet-
ing of every man poffeffed of twenty pounds a year to 
rnilitary fervice, though not bound to it by his tenure ; 
his vifible reluCtance to confirm the great charter, as if 
that conceilion had no validity from the deeds of his pre-
deceffors ; the captious claufe which he at lafr annexed 
to his confirmztion; his procuring of the pope's difpen-
fation from the oaths which he had taken to obferve that 
charter ; and his levying of talliages at difcretion even 
after the fl:atute, or rather charter, by which he had re-
nounced that prerogative ; thefe are fo many demonfl:ra-
tions of his arbitrary difpofition, and prove with wha 
exception and referve we ought to celebrate his love of 
jufl:ice. He took care that his fubjeets fhould do jufiice 
to each other; but he· defired always to have his own 
hands free in all his tranfaCl:ions, bo .. h with them and 
with his neighbours. 

THE chief obfl:rut't' ) ll to the execution of jufi:ice irt 
thofe tirres was the power of the great barons; and Ed .. 
ward was perfeB:ly qualified, by his charaB:er and abill
ties, for keeping thefe tyrants in awe, and refl:raining 
their illegal praCtices. This falutary purpofe \Vas accvr
uingly the great objeCt of his attentjon ; yet was he im
prudently led into a meafure which tended to encreafe and 
<;onfirm their dangerous authority; He paffcd a fratute, 
which, by allowing them to entail their cfl:ates, made it 
impracticable to diminiili the prof' erty of the great fami-

V.oL. n. y li€&f 
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c ~~fr. P. l~es, and left them every means of encreafe and acquifi .. 

~ tiOn 1
• 

I.)O/· EnwARD obferved ~ contrary policy with regard to 

the church : He fcems to have been the fir:{l: Chrifl:ian 
prince that pafled a ftatute of mortmain ; and prevented 

by law the clergy from making new acquifitions of lands, 

which by the ecclefiafi:ical canons they were for ever pro

hibited from alienating. The oppofition between his 

maxims with regarJ to the nobility and ecclefiaftics, leads 
us to conjeCture, that it was only by chance he paired 

the beneficial fi:atute of mortmain, and _that his foie ob

je8: was, to maintain the number of knights' fees, and to 

prevent the fuperiors from being defrauded of the profits 
of ward:lhip, marriage, livery, and other emoluments arif
ing from the feudal tenures. 1"'his is indeed the reafon 

affigned in the fi:atute idelf, and appears to have been his 

rc.1l objeB: in enaCting it. The author of the annals of 

\Vavcrly afcribes this aCt chiefly to the king's anxiety for 

maintaining the military force of the kingdom; but adds 

that he was mifiaken in his purpofe ; for that the Ama

lckites were overcome more by the prayers of Mofes than 

by the fword of the lfraelites u, The ftatute of mort

main was often evaded afterwards by the invention of 

Ufes. 
Enw ARD was aCtive in reflraining the ufurpations of 

the church; and excepting his ardour for Crufades, which 
adhered to him during his whole life, feems, in other re
fpeB:s, to have been little infeeted with fuperfiition, the 
vice chiefly of weak minds. But the paffion for Crufades 
was really in that age the paffion for glory. As the pope 
now felt himfelf fomewhat more refi:rained in his former 
praB:ice of pillaging the feveral churches in Europe, by 

t Brady of boroughs, p. 25. from the records, 

u P. 2.34· See alfo M. Weft, p. 409• 

lay in~ 
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laying impofitions upoh them, he permitted the generals C H

11
A P. 

R X I. 
of particular orders, who refided at ome, to levy taxes "-'"v-oJ 
on the convents fubjetl:ed to their jurifdiB:ion; and Ed- 1307• 

ward was obliged to enaB: a law againft this new abufe. 
It was alfo become a praCtice of the court of Rome to 

• provide fucceffors to benefices before they became vacant: 
Edward found it likewife necelfary to prevent by law this 
fpecies of inj uftice. 

THE tribute of 1000 marks a year, to which king 
if ohn, in aoing homage to the pope, had fubjeCl:ed the 
kingdom, had been pretty regularly paid fince his time, 
though the va.ffalage was conftantly denied, and indeed, 
(or fear of giving offence!~ had been but little 1nfifl:ed on. 
The payment was called by a new name of ccnfus, not by 
that of tribute. King Edward feems to have always paid 
this money with great reluctance, and he fuffered the ar
rears, at one time, to ran on for fix years w, at another 
for eleven x: But as princes in that age frood continu
ally in need of the pope's good offices; for difpenfations 
of marriage and for other conceffions, the court of Rome 
always found means, fooner or later, to catch the money 
The levying of firfr fruits was alfo a new device, begun 
in this reign, by which his holinefs thruft his fingers very 
frequently into the purfes of the faithful; and the king 
feems to have unwarily given way to it. 

IN the former reign, the taxes had been partly fcu
tages, partly fuch a proportional part of the moveables, 
as was granted by parliament : · In this, fcutages were en .. 
tirely dropped; and the affelfment on moveables was the 
chief method of taxation. Edv.rard in his fourth year had 
a fifteenth granted him; in his fifth year a twelfth; in 
his eleventh year a thirtieth from the laity, a twentieth 
from the clergy; in his eighteenth year a fifteenth; m 

w Rymer, vvl; ii. p. 77, 107• X Id. p. 862. 
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his twenty-fecond year a tenth from the laity, a fixth from 

London and other corporate towns, half of their benefices 

from the clergy ; in his tvventy-third year an eleventh 

from the barons and others, a tenth from the clergy, a 

fevcnth from the burgcff'es; in his twenty-fourth year a 

twelfth from the baro11s and others, an eighth from the 

burgdfcs~ from the clergy, nothing, becaufe of the pope's 

inhibition; in his twenty-fifth year an eighth from the 

Iaity, a tenth from the clergy of Canterbury, a fifth from 

thofc of York ; in his twenty-ninth year a fifteenth from 

the laity, on account of his confirming the perambulation 

of the fordb; the clergy granted nothing ; in his thirty

third year, firft a thirtieth from the barons and others, 
and a twentieth from the burgeffes, then a fifteenth from 
all his fubjeB:s; in his thirty-fourth year a thirtieth from 
all his fubjccts for knighting his eldeft fon. 

THESE ta. es were moderate; but the king had alfo 

duties upon exportation and importation granted him 
from time to time: The heavieft were commonly upon 

wool. Poundage, or a £billing a pound, was not regu

larly granted the kings for life till the reign of Hen

ry V. 
IN 1296, the famous mercantile fociety, called the 

Merchant Adventurers, had its firft origin : It was infri
tuted for the improvement of the woollen manufaCture, 
and the vending of the cloth abroad, particularly to Ant

werp Y. For the Englifh at this time fcarcely thought of 

any more diftant commerce. 

'rHIS king granted a charter or declaration of protec
tion and privileges to foreign m~rchants, and alfo afcer

taincd the ~ufi:oms or duties which thofe merchants were 

in return to pay on merchandize imported and exported. 

He promifed them proteCtion; allowed them a jury on 

Y Anderfon's hiftory of commerce, vol. i, p. 137• 

trials, 
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trials, confifiing half of natives, ha1f of foreigners ; and C H A P. 
. fr" . . L 1 t: h . XHI. appointed them a JU 1czary m onuon 10r t eu· protec- _,....., -v 

tion. But notwithfianding this feeming attention to fo- 1 3°7· 

reign merchants, Edward did not free them from the cruel 
hardfhip, of making one anfwerable for the debts, and even 
for the crimes of another, that came from the fame coun-
try z. We read of fuch practices among the prcfcnt bar-
barous nations. The king alfo impofed on them a dutr 
of two £billings on each tun of wine imported, over and 
above the old duty; and forty pence on each fack of wool 
exported, befides half a mark, the old duty a. 

IN the year 1303, the Exchequer was robbed, and of 
no lefs a fum than Ioo,ooo pounds, as is pretended 0• 
The abbot and monks of W dhninfrer \Vere inJiB:ed for 
this robbery, but acquitted. It does not appear, that the 
king ever difcovered the criminals with certainty ; 
though his indignation fell on the fociety of Lombard 
merchants, particularly the Frefcobaldi, very opulent 
Florentincs. 

THE pope having in I 307 colleCted much money in 
England, the king enjoined the nuncio not to export it 
in fpecie but in bills of exchange c. A proof that com
merce was but ill undcrfrood at that time. 

EnwARD had by his firfr wife, Eleanor ofCafrile, four 
fons; hut Edward, his heir and fucceffor, was the only one 
that furvived him. She alfo bore him eleven daughters, 
mofr of whom died in their infancy : J oan was married 
.fidl: to the earl of Glocefi:er, and after his death, to Ralph 
de Monthermer: Margaret efpoufed John duke of Bra
bant : Elizabeth efpoufed firfi: John earl of Holland; and 
afterwards the earl of Hereford: Mary was a nun at 

z Anderfun 'shift. of commerce, vol. i. p. 146. a Rymer. vol. iv. 
p. ;61. It is the charter of Edw. I. which is there confirmed by Edw. HI. 

it Rymer, vol. ii, p. 930. c Rymer, vol, ii. p. 109~. 

Y 3 Ambrefbury. 
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c H A P. Ambre!bury. He had by his fecond wife, Margaret of 
XIII. V"V"'- France, two fons and a daughter; Thomas created earl 
1 3~7· ~f N 9rfolk, and Marefchal of England ; and Edmond 

who was created earl of Kent by his brother wheu king, 
T~~ pripcef~ diql in he.r ipfancy~ 
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Weaknefs of the King--l-lis paj}ion for favourites 
-Piers GavtJjlon--Difcontent of the bcwons 
-Murder of Gcruajlon--War with Scotland 
--BatJ!e of Bannockburn--Hugh le DeJPen-
fer-- Civil commotions --Execution of the earl 
of Lancajler-- Confpiracy againfl the Ki1tg-

Infurreftion--'rhe King dethroned-- Murdered 
-His Charafter--A1ifcellaneous tra11jaftio11s 

in this reign. 

T HE prepofTeffions entertained in favour of young c H A P. 
Edward, kept the Englifu from being fully fenfible XIV. 

of the extreme lofs, which they had fuitained by the death ~ 
of the great monarch, who filled the throne ; and all men 
hafi:ened with alacrity to take the oath of allegiance to 
his fon and fuccefTor. This prince was in the twenty-
third year of his age, was of an agreeable figure, of a mild 
and gentle difpofition, and having never difcovcred a pro-
penfity to any dangerous vice, it was natural to prognof-
ticate tranquillity and happincfs from his government. 
But the firfr aB: of his reign blafied all thefe hopes, and Weaknefs 

fhewed him to be totally unqualified for that perilous fitu- of the king. 

ation, in which every Englifu monarch, during thofe ages, 
had, from the unfrable form of the conititution, and the 
turbulent difpofitions of the people, derived from it, the 
misfortune to be placed. 'The indefatigable Robert 
Bruce, though his army had been difperfed and he him-
felf had b~en oblig d to take fhelter in the wefrern ifles, 

Y 4 remained 
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c T-r a. P. remained not long unaB:ive; but before the death of the 

~ bte king, had [allied from his retreat, had again collected 

1307· his followers, had appeared in the field, and had obtained 

by furprize an important advantage over Aymer de Va~ 
lence, who commanded the Engli!h forces d. He was 

# now become fo confidcrab.le as to have afforded the king 
of England fufficient glory in fubduing him, without in
curring any danger of feeing all thofe mighty prepara
tions, made by his father, fail in the enterprize. But 
Edward, infread of purfuing his advantages, marched but 

~ little way into Scotland ; and having an utter incapa~ 
city, and equal averfion for all application or ferious buft
nefs, he immediately returned upon his footfi:eps, and 

di!banded his army. His granc!ees perceived from this con
puct, that the authority of the <;:rown, fallen into fuch 
feeble hands, was no longer to be dreaded, and that every 

infolence might be pract1fed by them with impunity. 

His paffion THE next meafure, taken by Edward, gave them an 
for hvour- inclination to attack thofe prerogatives, which no longer 

P
1 t~s. kept them m awe. There was one Piers Gava!lon, fon 

ters Gava-
tJ.p~. of a Gafcon knight of fome difi:inction, who had honout-

ably ferved the late king, and who, in reward of his me-

rits, had obtained an eftabliiliment for his fon in the 

family of the prince of \Vales. This yount; man foon 
infinuated himfelf into the affections of his mafier, by his 
agreeable behaviour, rnd by fupplying him with all thofe 
innocent, though frivo!ous amufements, which fuited his 
capacity and his inclinations. He was endowed with the 
utmofi elegance of fhape and perfon, was noted for a fine 
mien and eafy carriage, difl:inguifhed himfdf in all war

Jike and genteel exercifes, and was celebrated for thofe 
quick fallies of wit, in which his countrymen ufually ex

cel. By all thefe accomplifhments he gained fo entire an 
~fcepda.qt over young Edward, whofe heart was ftrongly 

difpofed 
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~ifpofed to friendfhip and confidence, that the late king, C H A P. 

apprehenfive of the confequence<:, had banilhed him the~ 
kingdom, and had, before Le died, made his fon pro- .13 7· 

mife never to recall him. But no fooner did he find 
himfelf ma:fler, as he vainly imagined, than he fent for 

Gava:flon; and even before his arrival at court, endowed 

him with the whole earldom of Cornwal, which had 

efchcatcd to the crown, by the death of Edmond, fon of 
Richard king of the Romans e. Not content with con-

ferring on him thofe poffeffions, which had fufficed as .an 
appanage for a prince of the blood, he daily loaded him 
with new honours and riches ; married him to his ow.a 
niece, fifter of the earl of Glocefter; and feemed to enjoy 
no pleafure in his royal dignity, but as it enabled him 

to exalt to the.highe:fl fplendor this object of his fond 
affections. 

THE haughty barons, offended at the fuperiority of a Difconten 

minion, whofe birth, though reputable, they defpifed, as of the ba-

h · fi · h · 1 d h · d · fc rons. rnuc m enor to t e1r own, concea e not t e1r 1 con-
tent ; and foon found reafons to j u:flify their animofity in 
the charaCl:er and conduct of the man they hated. Inftead 

of difarming envy by the moderation and mode:fly of his 
behaviour, Gava:flon clifplayed his power and inRuence 
with the utmofi oftentation ; and deemed no circum

fiance of his good fortune fo agreeable as its enabling him 

to eclipfe and mortify all his rivals. He was vain-glori-
ous, profufe, rapacious ; fond of exterior pomp and ap

pearance, giddy with profperity; and as he imagined, that 

his fortune was now as ftrongly rooted in the kingdom, as 
his afcendant was uncontrouled over the weak monarch, 
he was negligent in engaging partizans, who might [up-
port his fudden and ill-eftablilhed grandeur. At all tour

n:unents, he took delight in foiling the Englifu nobility, 
·by his fuperior addrefs : In each converfation, he made 

e R.ymcr, vol. iii. p. J. Hemin&• vol. i. P• ~43• Walling. P• 96. 
them 
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c H A P. them the objeCl: of his wit and raillery: Every day his 
XIV. . 1 . 1" d h" d h ~enemtes mu tip 1e. upon 1m; an naug t was wanting 
lJ0 7• but a little time to cement their union, and render it fa

tal, both to him and to his mafl:er f. 
IT behoved the king to take a journey to F ranee, both 

in order to do homage for the dutchy of Guienne, and to 
efpoufe the princefs !fabella, to whom he had lon-g been 
affianced, though unexpected accidents had hitherto re
tarded the completion of the marriage g. Edward left 
Gavafron guardian of the realm h, with more ample 
powers, than had ufually been conferred i; and on his 
return with his young queen, renewed all the proofs of 
that fond attachment to his favourite, of which every 
one fo loudly complained. This princefs was of an im
:perious and intriguing fpirit; and finding, that her huf
band's capacity required, as his temper inclined, him te 
be governed·, ilie thought herfelf befl: intitled, on every 
:account, to perform the office, and :lhe contracted a mor

tal hatred againft the perfon, who had difappointcd her 
in thefc expectations. She was well pleafed, therefore, to 
fee a combination of the nobility forming againfr Gavaf
ton, who, fenfiblc of her hatred, had wantonly provoked 
her by new infults and injuries. · 

T'HoMAS, earl ofLancafrer, coufin german to the king, 
and firft prince of the blood, was by far the mofr opulent 

_ and powerful fubjeet in England, and poffe!fed in his own 
right, and foon after in that of his wife, heirefs of the fa
mily of Linyoln, no ]efs than fix earldoms, with a pro
portional eftate in land, attended with all the jurifdietions 
and power, which commonly in that age were annexed to 
landed property. He was turbulent and factious in his 
difpofition ; mortally hated the favourite, whofe influence 
over the king exceeded his own ; and he foon became the 

f T. de la More, p. 593• WaHing. p. 97• g T. de la More, 
P· 591· Trivet, cont. p. 3• .h Rymer, vol. iii, P• 47· Ypod, 
Neuft, p. 499• i Brad) 's A pp. No, 49• 

head 
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head of thaf party among tLe barons, who defired the C H A P. 

depreflion of this infolent {hanger. 'I'he confederated~ 
nobles bonnd themfelves by oath to expel Gavafion : ~3o8. 

Both fides began already to put themfelves !n a warlike 

pofiure: The licentioufnefs of the age broke out in rob-
beries and other diforders, the ufual prelude of civil war: 
And the royal authority, defpifed in the king's own hands, 
and hated in thofe of Gavafion, became infufficicnt for the 

execution of the laws, and the maintenance of peace in 

the kingdom. A parliament being fummoncd at vV cfr
minfl:er, Lancafrer and his party came thither with an 
4l.rmed retinue; and were there enabled to impofe their 
own terms on the fovereign. They required the banifu
mcnt of Gavafion, impofed an oath on him never to re
turn, and engaged the bifuops, who never failed to 
interpofe in all civil concerns, to pronounce him excom
municated, if he remained any longer in the kingdom i. 
Edward was obliged to fubmit k; but even in his com

pliance, gave proofs of his fond attachment to his favourite. 

Infread of removing all umbrage, by fending him to his 
own country, as was expeB:ed, he appointed him lord 
lieutenant of Ireland 1

, attended him to Brifiol on hi 

journey thither, and before his departure conferred on him 

new lands and riches both in Gafcony and England m. 

Gavafron, who did not want bravery, and poffeffed ta
lents for war", acted, during his government, with vigour 

againfr fome Irifu rebels, whom he fubdued. 
MEANWHILE, the king, lefs fhocked with the illegal 

violence which had been impofed upon him, than un

happy in the abfence of his minion, employed every ex
pedient to [often the oppofition of the barons to his return; 

as if fucccfs in that point were the chief objecl: of his 

i Trive~, cont. p. S• 
p. 9~· Murimuth. p. 39• 

n Heming, vol, i, p. z4-S. 

k R ymer, vol. iii. p. So. 1 lbid, 

m Rymer, vol. iii. p. 87. 
T. de la More, p. 591• 

1. goverpment. 
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c H A P. o-overnment. The high office of hereditary fieward W:IS 
XIV. 0 

'-'-'--- conferred on Lancafier : His father-in-law, the earl 
1 lo.8. of Lincoln, was bought off by other conceffions: Earl 

Warrenne was alfo mollified by civilities, grants, or pro
mifes : The infolence of Gavafion, being no longer be. 
fore men's eyes, was lefs the object of general indignation: 
And Edward, deeming matters fufficiently prepared for 
his purpofe, applied to the court of Rome, and obtained 
for Gavafron a difpenfation from that oath, which the 
barons had compelled him to take, that he would for ever 
abjure the realm 0 • He went down to Chefrer, to receive 
him on his firft landing from Ireland; Rew into his arms 
with tranfports of joy ; and having obtained the formal 
·confent of the b:uons in parliament to his re-eftablifh. 

· ment, fet no longer any bounds to his extravagant fond. 
nefs and affection. Gavafron himfelf, forgetting his paft 
misfortunes, and blind to their caufes, refumed the fame 
ofrcntation and infolence ; an'd became more than ever the 
objetl of general detefl:ation among the nobility. 

THE barons firft difcovered their animofity by abfent. 
ing themfelves from parliament; and finding that this 
expedient had not been fuccefsful, they began to think of 
employing !harper and more efrectual remedies. Though 
there had fcarcely been any national ground of complaint, 
except fome diffipation of the public treafure: Though 
all the atl:s of mal-adminiftration, objected to the king 
and his favourite, feemed of a nature more proper to ex· 
cite heart-burnings in a ball or affembly, than commo· 
tions in a great kingdom : Yet fuch was the fituation of 
the times, that the barons were determined, and were 
able, to make them the reafons of a total alteration in the 

tth Feb. conftitution and civil government. Having come to par· 
liament, in defiance of the laws and the king's prohibi
tion, with a numerous retinue of armed followers, they 

o Rymer, vol. iii, p. 167, 

found 
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found themfelves entirely mafl:ers; and they prcfented a C H A P • 
. l d . . XIV. pet1t10n, which was equrva ent to a comman , requrnng '--v--.1 

Edward to devolve on a chofcn junto the whole authority 13oS. 

both of the crown and of the parliament. The king was 
obliged to fign a commiffion, empowering the prelates t6thl\f.arch . 

and barons to elctl: twelve perfons, who fhould, till the 
term of Michaelmas in the year following, have authority 
to enaCl: ordinances for the government of the kingdom, 
and regulation of the king's houfehold; confenting that 
thefe ordinances lhould, thenceforth and for ever, have 
the force of laws ; allowing the ordainers to form afioci-
ations among themfelves and their friends, for their flriCl: 
and regular obfervance; and all this for the greater glory 
of God, the fecurity of the church, and the honour and 
advantage of the king and kingdom P. The barons in 
return figne~ a declaration, in which they acknowledged, 
that they owed thefe conceffions merely to the king's free 
grace ; promifed that this commiffion :fhould never be 
drawn into precedent ; and engaged, that the power of the 
ordainers :fhould expire at the time appointed 9, 

THE chofen junto accordingly framed their ordinances, 1311• 

and prefented them to the king and parliament, for their 
confirmation in the enfuing year. Some of thefe orJi-
nances were laudable, and tended to the regular execution 
of juftice : Such as thofe, requiring fherifFs to be men of 
property, aboli!hing the practice of iffuing privy feals for 
the fufpenfion of jufrice, reftraining the practice of purvey-
ance, prohibiting the adulteration and alteration of the coin, 
excluding foreigners from the farms of the revenue, order-
ing all payments to beregularlymade;ntothccxchequer, re
voking all late grants of the crown, and giving the parties 
damages in the cafe of vexatious prcfecutions. But what 

P Brady's App. No 50. H~ming. vol. i. p. 247• Walling. p. 97• Ry-
ley, P• s:.6, 'i Br•d{i r\ pp. N° SI• 

chiefly 
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c H A P. chiefly grieved the king, was the ordinance for the removal 

~~ , of evil counfellors, by which a great number of perfons 
lJll. ~ere by name excluded from every office of power and 

profit ; and Piers Gavafton himfelf was for ever bani!hed 
the king's dominions, under the penalty,. in cafe of dif4 
obedience, of being declared a public enemy. Other 

perfons, more agreeable to the barons, were fubfl:ituted 

in all the 'offices. And it was ordained, that, for the 
future, all the confiderable dignities in the houfehold, as 

well as in the law, revenue, and military governments, 
fuould be appointed by the baronage in parliam~nt; and 
the power of making war, or affembling his military te

nants, fhould no longer be vefl:ed folely in the king, nor 
be exercifed without the confent of the nobility. 

EnwARD, from the fame weaknefs both in his temper 
;md fituation, which had engaged him to grant this un

limited commiffion to the barons, was led to give a par

liamentary fanecion to their ordinances : But as a confe

qucnce of the fame charaCler, he fecretly made a protefl: 
againfl: them, and declared, that, fince the commiffion 

, was granted only for the making of ordinances to the ad
vantage of king and kingdom, fuch articles as iliould be 

found prejudicial to both, were to be held as not ratified 
and confirmed r. It is no wonde~, indeed, that he re
tained a firm purpofe to revoke ordinances, which had 
been impofed on him by :violence, which entirely annihi
lated the royal authority, and above all, which deprived 
him of the company and fociety of a perfon, whom, by an 
unufual infatuation, he valued above all the world, and 

above every confideration of intereft or tranquillity. 

As foon, therefore, as Edward, removing to York, 
had freed himfelf from the immediate terror of the barons' 

pow r, he invited back Gavafl:on from Flanders, which 
that favourite had made the place of his retreat; and de· 

r Ryley'~ Placit. Pari, P• 5301 541• 
clar:ng 
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'aring his banilhment to be illegal, and contrary to the c H A P 

iaw ... and cufroms of the kingdom s, openly re-inflated~ 
him in his former credit and authority. The barons, 1312. 

J1ighly provoked at this difappointment, and apprehenfive 
of danger to themfelves from the declared animofity of fo 
powerful a minion, faw, that either his or their ruin was 
now inevitable ; and they renewed with redoubled zeal 
their former confederacies againfi him. The earl ofLan-
cafrer was a dangerous head of this alliance : Guy, earl 
of Warwic, entered into it with a furious and precipitate 
paffioR: Humphrey Bohun, earl of Hereford, the con-
fiable, and Aymer de Valence, earl of Pembroke, brought 
to it a great acce.ffion of power and intere.fl:: Even earl 
W arrenne deferted the royal caufe, which he had hitherto 
fupported, and was induced to embrace the fide of the 
confederates t : And as Robert de Winchelfey, archbifhop 
of Canterbury, profefloo himfelf of the fame party, he 
determined the body of the clergy, and confequently the 
people, to declare againft the king and his minion. So 

redominant, at that time, was the power of the great 
obility, that the combination of a few of them was al

ways able to 1hake the throne; and fuch an univerfal 
concurrence became irrefiftible. The earl of Lancafl:er 
fuddenly raifed an army, and marched to York, where he 
found the king already removed to Newcaftlc u: He flew 
thither in purfuit of him ; and Edward had j uft time to 
efcape to Tinmouth, where he embarked, and failed with 
Gavafton to Scarborough. He left his favourite in that 
fortrefs, which, had it been properly fupplied with pro
:vifions, was deemed impregnable; and he marched for
ward to York, in hopes of raifing an army, which might 
be able to fupport him againfi: his enemies. Pembroke 
was fent by the confederates to be4e,ae the caftle of Scar-

s Brady•s App. No 53• Wa!fng, P• 98. 
1 Walling. p. xoz, 

t Trivet, cont. p. 4• 

borou~h; 
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c H A P. borough; and Gavafton, fenfible of the bad condition of 
~ his garrifon, was obliged to capitulate, and to furrender 

r3u. himfelf prifoner w. He fiipulated, that he fuould remain 
::t9~h May. 

in Pembroke's hands for two months; that endeavours 

:ffiould, during that time, be mutually ufed for a general 
accommodation ; that if the terms propofed by the barons 
were not accepted, the caftle fhould be refiored to him in 

the fame condition as when he furrendered it; and that 
the earl of Pembroke, and Henry Piercy fhould, by con· 
tract, pledge all their lands for the fu~filling of thefe con
ditions x. Pembroke, now mafter of the perfon of this 
public enemy, conducted him to the came of Dedingtont 
near Ban bury; where, on pretence of other bufinefs, he 

left him, proteB:ed by a feeble guard Y. W arwic, pro
bably in concert with Pembroke, attacked the cafrle: 

The guards refufed to make any refiftance : Gavafton 

was yielded up to him, and conduB:ed to Warwic cafrle: 

The earls of Lancafter, Hereford, and A run del, imme

J,furderof diately repaired thither z : And without any regard, either 
Gavafton. to the laws or the military capitulation, they ordered the 
:rti July. 

head of this obnoxious favourite to be ftruck off; by the 

hands of the executioner a. 

THE king had retired northward to Berwic, when he 
heard of Gavafton's murder; and his refentment was pro

portioned to the affeB:ion which he had ever borne him, 
while living. He threatened vengeance on all the nobi

lity, who had been aCtive in that bloody fcene, and he 
made preparations for war in all parts of England. But 
being lefs conftant in his enmities than in his friendfhips, 
he foon after hearkened to terms of accommodation; 

granted the barons a pardon for all oifences ; and as they 
fiipulated to afk him publicly pardon on their knees b, he 

w Walling. p. Jor. x Rymer, vol. ii. p. 32.4. 

Y T. de la More, p. 593• z Dugd. Baron. vol. ii. P• 44• 

a Walling. p. 101, T. de la More, p. 593• Tri-.et, cont, P• 9• 
11 Ryley, p. S 38. Rymer, Vl)l, iii, p. 366. 
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was fo pleafed with thefe vain appearances of exterior f.~b- c HI A P. 
x.v. tniffion, that he feemed to have finccre~y forgiven them 1...-v---.1 

:1;11 pafr injuries. But as they !till pretended, no'-with- 131~. 
ftanding their lawlefs conduct, a great anxiety for the 
maintenance of law, and required the efl:ablifhment of 
their former or,linances as a neceffary fecurity for that 

purpofe; Edw:1rd told them, that he was willing to 
grant them a free and legal confirmation of fuch of thefe 
brdiuances as v..-ere not e .tirely derog:!.!:ory to the prero-
gative of the crown. Th:s anfwer was received for the 
prcfent as fatisfattory. 'I'he king's perfon, after the dc?..tl' 
of Gavafron, was now become lefs obnoxio!.lS to the pub.:. 
lie ; and as the ordinances, infi:fted on, appeared to be 
n arly the fame ~->'ith thofe which had formerly been c ,_ 
torted from Henry III. by Mountfort, and vvhich had 
been attended with fo many fatal confequences, they were, 
on that account, demanded with lefs vehemence by the 
nobility and people. The minds of all men feemeJ to be 
much appeafed : 1)e animofities of faction .o longer 
prevailed: And. EnglancJ, now united under its head~ 
would hcnccfotrl1 be able, it was hoped, to take ven-
geance on all i~s enemies; particubrly on the Scots, 
whofe rr<?grefs '~as the objetl: of "general r f~n~ment and 
'ndigna ion. 

IMMEDIATELY after Edward's retreat from Scotland, War"ith 
. • • . 5cotlJlHI. Robert Brucc left h1s faftnefic:;, 111 whtch he intended to 

have fueltered hi> feeble army; and fupplyin.., his def~Cl: 
of frrength by fuperior vigour and abilities, he made dct:p 
impreffion on all his enemies, foreign and domeHic. H~ 
chafed lord Argyle and the chieftain of the l\1acdo, ~~ 
from their hills, and made himfelf entirely maflc:- of the 
high country : Be thence invaded with fucccfs tue Cum

mins in the low countries of the north: He took th 
cafi:les of Invernefs, Forfe1r, and Brechin: He c1n:ly 
~ained fome new acceffion of territory; and what wa a 

VOL. II. Z more 
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c H A P. more important acquifition, he daily reconciled the mind& 

~~ of the nobility to his dominion, and enlificd under his 

1317. :fhndard every bold leader, whom he enriched by the 

fpoils of his enemies. Sir J ames Douglas, in whom 

commenced the greatnefs and renown of that warlike fa

miJy, feconded him in all his enterprizes: Edward Bruce, 

Robcrt's own brother, difiinguifued himfelf by acts of 

valour: And the terror of the Engliih power being now 

ab2..ted by the feeble conduct of the king, even the leaft 

fanguine of the Scots began to entertain hopes of reco

vering their independency ; and the whole kingdom, 

except a fc\1\r fhong fortrem~s, which he had not the means 

to attack, had acknowledged the authority of Robert. 

IN th:s fituation, Edward had found it neceffary to 

gr<1nt a truce to Scotland; and Robert fuccefsfully em

ployed this interval in confolidating his power, and in

troducing order into the civil government, disjointed by 
a long continuance of \\Tars and faCtions. The interval 

w::s very ihort : The truce, ill obfcrved on both fides, 

\vas at lafi openly violated; and war recommenced with 

greater fury than ever. Robert, not content with de
fending himfclf, had made fuccefsful inroads into Eng
land, fubfified his needy followers by the plunder of that 

country, and taught them to defpife the military genius 

of a people, who had long been the objeCt of their terror. 

Edward, at lafr, rouzed from his lethargy, had marched 
an army into Scotland; and Robert, determined not to 

rifque too much againil: an enemy fo much fuperior, re~ 
tired again into the mountains. The king advanced be~ 
yond Ellinburg,h; but being defiitute of provifions, and 

bt:ing ill fupported by the Englifu nobility, who were 

then employed in framing their ordinances, he was foon 

obliged to retreat, without gaining any advantage over the 
enemy. But the appearing union of all the parties in 

~nglancl, after the death of Gavafl:on, feemed to rcfiore 
that 
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that kingdom to its native force, opened again the pro- C H A P. 

fpeCl: of reducing Scotland, and promifed a happy con-~ 
clufion to a war, in which both the interefts and paffions 1 312.• 

of the nation were fo deeply engaged. 

EnwARD a{[embled forces from all quarters, with a 1314, 

view of fini!hing at one blow this important enterprize. 
He fummoned the moft warlike of his va{[als from Gaf-
cony: He inlifted troops from Flanders and other foreign 
countries : He invited over great numbers of the difor-
derly Irifh as to a certain prey: He joined to them a body 
of the \Vellh, who were aCl:uated by like motives : And 
a{[cmbling the ·whole military force of England, he 
marched to the frontiers with an army, which, according 
to the Scotch writers, amounted to an hundred thoufand 
men, but which was probably much inferior to that 
number c. 

T'HE army, colleB:ed by Robert, exceeded not thirty 
thoufand combatants; but being compofcd of men, who 
had diftingui!hed themfelves by many acts of valour, who 
were rendered defperatc by their fituation, and who were 
enured to all the varieties of fortune, they might jufily, 

nder fuch a leader, be deemed formidable to the mofi: • 
numerous and befi appointed armies. The cafHe of Stir
ling, which, with Berwic, v.ras the only fortrefs in Scot
land, that remained in the hands of the Engli!h, had 
long been befieged by Edward Bruce : Philip de Mow
bray, the governor, after an obftinate def-ence, was at 
laft obliged to capitulate, and to promife, that, if, be
fore a certain day, which was now approaching, he was 
not relieved, he fhould open his gates to the enemy d. 

Robert therefore, fenfible that here was the ground on 

c We find in Rymer, ''ol. iii. p. 481. a lilT. of all the infantry a!Tembled 

from all puts of England and \Vales ; and they are only z I, 540. It is not 
likely therefore tl-at the whole army could be ne r fo numerous as is reported, 

d R ymer, vol. ijj , p 481. 

z 2 which 
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C '!.A P. which he mufi ex peer the Englifh, chofe the field of bat-
Xi V. f1 ''1 .l 1 . . bl ~ tlc \Vith a11 the KJI anu pru~ cncc 1magma e, and made 
13'4· the ncceffi1ry preparatior:3 for their reception. He pofied 

himfelf at Bannockburn, about two miles from Stirling; 
vvhcrc he had a hill on his ri·-rht Bank, and a morafs on 
his left : And not content with having taken thefe pre
cautions to prevent his being furrounded by the more 
numerous army of the Englifh; he forefaw the fuperior 
ftrcngth of the enemy in cavalry, and made pzovifion 
t1.r-rainH: it. Having a rivulet in front, he commanded 

0 '-' • 

deep pits to be dng along its banks, and :fharp flakes to 
be plantu:t in them; and he ordered the whole .to be care
fu 1l y covered oyer with tut f '1• The Eng1ifu arrived it 
fibht o the <"venin~, and a )loody confliCt: immediately 
eurucd between two bodies of cayalry; where Robert, 
who wa1' at the head of the 2cots, engaged in fingle (Om

bat with Henry de Bohun, a gentleman of the family of 
. Jcreford ; and at one H:ro!~e cleft his ad 'erfary to the chin 
with battlc-ax, in 1ight of th~ tv.ro armies. The Eng ... 

lifu horfe fled with precipitation to i:heir main body. 
THE Scots, cnco 1ragc b} this f~,\'ourable event, and 

glorying in the valo r of their prince, prognofiicated a 
hap'!y i!Tue to the combat on the enfuing day: The 

:ngli\11> co:1fident it. their umbers, and elated ·with 
paD: fuccefie:, longe for an opportu 1ity of revenge: 

Battle of And the night, thou6h extrem ly fhort ia that feafonand 
Bat,nock- in t11at climate, aJ.Dl)cared te ious to t ~ impatience of the 
burn, 
zsth June. fc 'eral combatant... E< rly in tl,e morning, Edward 

dre\X.' out his army, and ad\'a 1ced to :ards the Scots. 
'The ea 1 of Glo ·eih.:r, his nephew, who commanded the 
kf ' ing of the cavalry, impelled by the ardour of 
youth, rufued on to the , "'t'l k without preca ti01, and 
fell among the covernd pits, which had been prepared by 
Eruce for the reception of the enemy e. This body oi 
horfe was diiordered : Gloce t:r himfelf was o rerthr~wn 

tl T. de la Mol'c, p. 594• e lbid, 
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and !lain: Sir James Douglas, who commanued th Scot- c H A I'· 
XIV. 

tifh cavalry, gave the enemy no leifurc to rally, but '--v---1 
pufhed them off the fie.d with con:fiderable lofs, and pur- 13 14• 

fued them in fight of their whole line of infantry. vVhile 
the Englifh army were alarmed ~.vith this unfortunate be-
ginning of the action, which common~y proves decifive, 
they obferved an army on i:hc heights towards the ]eft, 
which fcemcd to be marching leifurcly in oruer to fur-
round them; and they were diitraCl:cd by their nmltiplied 
fcJrs. 1'his was a number of wan-goners and fumptcr 
boys, whom Robert had collected; and having fupplicd 

them with military ftandards, gave them the appearance 
at a di{bncc of a formidable bo(.y. The {}ratagcm took 
efFect : A panic feized the Engl ifh : They threw down 
th~ir arms and fled : T'hey were purf ued with great 
!laughter, for the fpacc of eighty miles, till they rcZJ.chcd 
Berwic : And the Scots, befides an ine!hmablc bcotv 

J ' 

took many perfons of quality pri foners, and above 400 

gentlemen, whom Robert treated with great hum~nity r, 
and whofe ranfom was a new acccffio.q. of wealth to tl'e 
viCtorious army. T'he king himfelf narrowly efcaped by 
taking fl1clter in Dunbar, whofe gates were opened to 
him by the earl of March ; and he thence paficd by fea 
to Berwic. 

SucH was the great and decifive battle of B<mnock.,. 
burn, which fecured the indepcndancy of Scotland, fixed 
Bruce on the throne of that kingdom, and may be d_..:emed 
the greateft overthrow that the Engliili monarchy, fince 
the conqucfi-, has ever received. The number of flain 
on thofe occafions is always uncertain, and is com
monly much magnified by the victors: Bur this defeat 
made a deep impreffion on the minds of the Englifh ; 
• n'l it was remarked, that, for fome years, no fuperiority 
of numbers could encourage them to keep the field a2;ainfl: 
he Scots. Robert, in order to avail himielf of his prefe'1t 

f Ypod, Neull:. p. 501. 
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c H A P. fuccefs, entered England, and ravaged all the northern 
~counties without oppofition: He befieged Carlifle; but 

1314. that place was f::tved by the valour of Sir Ar:.drew Harcb, 

the governor : He was more fuccefsful againfl: Berwic, 
which he took by affault : And this prince, elated by 
his continued profper:ty, now entertained hopes of making 

l 3, 5• the molt: imrort~nt conquefl:s on the Engliili. He.fent 
over his brother Edward, with an army of 6ooo men, 
into Ireland; and that nobleman affumed the title of King 
of Ireland : He himfelf followed foon after with more 

numerous forces : The horrible and abfurd oppreffions, 
which the Iri/h fuffered under the Engliib government, 
made them, at firft, fly to the ftandard of the Scots, whom 

they regarded as their deliverers : But a grievous famine, 
which at that time defolated both Ireland and Bntain, 
reduced the Scotti!h army to the greateft extremities; and 
Robert was obliged to return, wiW:l his forces much di
mini!hed, into his own country. His brother, after having 
experienced a variety of fortune, was defeated and flaill 
near Dundalk by the Englilli, commanded by lord Berm
ingham : And thefe proje~s, too extenflve for the force 
of the Scotti!h nation, thus vaniihed into fmokc. 

Enw ARD, bei1des fuffcring thofe difaficrs from the 
invafion of the Scots and the infurreB:ion of the Irilh, 
was alfo infefted with a rebellion in Wales ; and above 
all, by the factions of his own nobility, who took advan
ta~e of the public calamities, infu] ted his fallen fortunes, 
and endeavoured to efiabliih their ow.p. independance on 
the ruins of the throne. Lancafier and the barons of his 
party, who had declined attending him on his Scottiih 
~xpedition, no fooner faw him return with difgr:1ce, than 
they infified on the renewal of their ordinances, which, 
!hey frill pretended, had validity; and the king's unhappy 
fituation obliged him to fubmit to their demands. The 
minifiry was new modeled by the direCl:ion of Lancafter ~: 

~ Ryley, p. s6o. Rymer, vol, iii. p~ 72~, 
~ That 
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That prince was placed at the head of the council : It c H A P. 

was declared, that all the offices fhould be filled, from ~ 
time to time, by the votes of parliament, or rather, by IJIS· 

the will of the great barons h : And the nation, under 

this new model of government, endeavoured to put itfdf 
in a better pofiure of defence againfi the Scots. But the 
faCl:ious nobles were far from being terrified with the 
progrcfs of thefe public enemies : On the contrary, they 

founded the hopes of their own future grandeur on the 
weakncfs and difireffes of the crown : Lancafier himfelf 
was fufpetl:ed, with great appearance of reafon, of hold-
ing a fecret correfpondence with the king of Scots: And 

though he was cntrufied with the command of the Eng-
liih armies, he took care that every enterprize ihould be 
difappointed, and every plan of operations prove unfuc-

cefsful. 
ALL the European kingdoms, efpecially that of Eng

land, were at this time unacquainted with the office of a 

prime minifier, fo well underftood at prefent in all regular 
monarchies ; and the people coulJ form no conception of 
a man, who, though frill in the rank of a fubjctl, poHe!Ied 
all the power of a fovereign, eafed the prince of the 
burthen of affairs, fupplied his want of experience or 

capacity, and maintained all the rights of the crown, 
without degrading the greateft nobles by their fubmiffion 
to his temporary authority. Edward was plainly by na
ture unfit to hold himfelf the reins of govern~ent : He 
had no vices ; but was unhappy in a total incapacity for 
f~rious bufinefs : He was fenfible of his own defeCl:s, and 
neceffarily foug. t to be governed: Yet every favourite, 

whom he fucceffively chofc, was regarded as a fellow
fubjetl:, exalted above his rank and ftation : He was the 
objeCl: of envy to the. great nobility : His charaCl:er and 
conduct were decryed with the people: His authori~y 

h Brady, vol. ii, P• a~. from the records, app. N°. 61. Ryley, P• s6o. 
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c H A P. over t1ie king and kinbdom was confidered as an ufurpa

~~ tion : A. d unlc[s the prince had embr~ced the d,mgerou~ 
1315, expedient, of devolving 1 is power on the earl of Lan

caH:er o_ • fomc mighty baron, whofe family int~rdl: was 
fo extenfive as to be au1e alone to maintain his influence, 
he could expeCl: no peace or tranquillity upon the throne. 

Hugh le 'I'HE king's chief favo 1ritc, after the death of Gava
Defpcnfcr fion~ was Hugh le Dcfpenfcr or Spenfer, a young man 

of Englifh birth, of high rank, and of a noble family i: 

1;2t. 
Ci111 corn· 
motio1~~. 

He pofleffcd all the exterior accompli£hments of pcrfon 
""md addrefs, which wcr.:: :fitted to engage the weak mind 
of Edward; but was ddl:itute of that moderation and 

patdcncc, which m!ght h::nre qualified him to m·tigate 

the envy of the great, and conduB: him through all the 

perils of that dangerous fration, to which he was ad

Yanccd. his fath<?r, who was of the fame name; and 
who, by means of ~is fon, had alfo attained great influ
ence m'er the kin;, was a noblem;;:n venerable from his 
years, refpeCled through all his pafr life for wifdo~, va
lour, and integrity, ~nd well fitted, by his talents and ex
perience, could afiairs have admitted of any tempera

ment, to have fupplicd the defeCts both of the king and 
f hi~ minion k. But no ['3oner was Edward's attach

ment declared for young Spcnfer, than the turbulent 
~ar.cafi:er > and mofr of th~ great barons, regarded him 
as heir rival, made him the objetl: of tl eir a11imofity~ 
~nd formed violent plan::; for his ruin J. They firfl de
cLJr"d their difcontent by withdrawing from parliament~ 

anli it was not long ere they found a pretence for pro-
·. edi.ag to greater extremities againfr him. · 

TH.E king, '\Yho fet no limits to his bounty towards his 
minions, had married the younger Spcnfer to his niece, 

one of th~ co-heirs of the earl of Glocefrer flain at 
. . ' 

i Dugd. Baron, vol. i. p. 3s9• 
1 WA.l!in~,;. P· II3. T. de la ~ore) 1'· 5g5. 

k T. de la More, p. 594• 
Murimuth. P· 55· 

Bannoc!·burn. 
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annockburn. The favour-ite, bv his fucc ffion to that C H A P. 

1 c ·1 h d · h · d · rr. a· · 1 · Jo v · ppu ent 1am1 y, a 111 1ente g eat pone 11011:> m t 1e '--~....J 
narches of Wales m, and being cl firous of extending ftill qu. 

farther his influence in thofc quarters, he is accufcd of 

. 1aving committed inj ufiice o:1 the barons of Audley and 

Ammori, who had alfo marri .... d. two fifrers of the fame 
family. '1 here was likewife a baron in that neighbour-
)10od, called William de Braoufc, lord of Gowcr, who 
l1ad made a fettlement of his cfiatc on John de l\1owbray, 

his fon-in-law; and in cafe of f~ilurc of that nobleman 

and his iffuc, had fubfl:ituted th.., earl of Her forJ, in the 
fucccffion to the barony of Gowcr. 1\rfowbray, on the 

deceafe of his father-in-law, entered immediately in pof-

feilion of the efratc, without the formality of taking 
livery and f~izin from the crown : But pcnfer, who co-

veted t.hat barony, pcrfuadcd the king to put in execu-
tion the rigour of the feudal law, to feize Gower as 
efchcated to the crown, and. to confer it upon him n. 

'I'his tranfatl.ion, which was the proper fubjeB: of a law-

fuit, immediately excited a civil war in the king-dom~ 
The earls of Lancafier and Hereford Rew to 2rms : Aud-
ley and Ammori joined them with all their forces: T'he 
two Rogers de Mortimer and R ogcr de Clifford, with 
many others, difgufi:ed for private reafons at the Spenfers, 
brought a confiderable acccffion to the party: And their 
army being !10W formidable, they fent a meffage to the 

king, requiring him immediately to difmifs or confine the 

younger Spenfer; and menacing him in cafe of rcfufal, 

:with renouncing their homage al1d allegiance to him, and 

taking revenge on that miniftcr by their own authority. 

They fcarcely waited for an anfwer; but immediately fell 

upon the lands of young Spenfer, which they pillaged 
f-Dd deftroyed ; murdered his fcrvants, drove off his cat-
Fie, and burned his houfes 0 • They thence proceeded to 

m Tr:vet, cont. p. %·5• ll Monach. Malmes, ., Murimuth. 

f· SS• commit 
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c H A P. commit like devafrations on the efrates of Spenfer, the 
~father, whofe charaCter they had hitherto fcemed to re~ 

J.)u. fpect. And having drawn and figned a formal afrocia.
tion among themfelves P, they marched to London with 
all their forces, fl:ationed themfelves in the neighbour
hood of that city, and demanded of the king the banifh
ment of both the Spenfers. Thefe noblemen were then 
abfent ; the father abroad, the fon at fea ; and both of 
them employed in different commiffions: The king 
therefore replied, that his coronation oath, by which he 
was bound to obferve the laws, refi:rained him from giv
ing his affent to fo illegal a demand, or condemning 
noblemen who were accufed of no crime, nor had any 
opportunity afforded them of making anfwer q, Equity 
and reafon were but a feeble oppofition to men, who had 
arms in their hands, and who, being already involved in 
guilt, faw no fafety but in fucccfs and vietory. They 
entered London with their troops ; and giving in to the 
parliament, which was then fitting, a charge againfi: the 
Spenfcrs, of which they attempted not to prove one 
article, they procured, by menaces and violence, a fen~ 

tence of perpetual exile and attainder againfr thefe 
minifrers r. This fentence was voted by the lay barons 
~lone : For the commons, though now an efrate in par
liament, were yet of fo little confideration, that their 
~ffent was not demanded ; ai].d even the voice of the pre
lates was neglected amidfr the prefent diforders. The 
only fymptom~ which thefe turbulent barons gave of 
their regard to law, was their requiring from the king 
an indemnity for their illegal proceedings s ; after which 
they difbanded their army, and feparated, in fecurity, as 
they imagined, to their feveral cafrles. 

P Tyrrel, vol. ii. P• z8o. from the regifter of C. C. Canterbury. 
q \ValGng. P· llf. r Tottle's collet}, part z. p. 50. Walfing. 

P• l1f• :; Tottle's ccllcCl:, part z, P• ?4 , R}merJ vol. iii. 
il· 891· 

THIS 
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THIS aa of violence, in which the king was obli6ed c H A P .. 

to acquiefce, rendered his perfon and his authority fo ~~,:.., 
contemptible, that every one thought himfclf entitled to .13~ 1 • 
treat him with negleCt. 'I'he queen, having occafion 

foon after to pafs by the cafi:le of Leeds in Kent, which 

belonged to the lord Badlefmere, defired a night's lodging; 

but was refufed admittance, and fome of her attendants, 

who prefented themfelves at the gate, were killed r. The 
infult upon this princcfs, who had always endeavoured to 

live on good terms with the barons, and who joined them 

heartily in their hatred of the younger Spenfer, was an 
action which no body pretended to jufl:ify; and the king 

thought, that he might, without giving general umbr::1ge~ 
affemble an army, and take vengeance on the oR-ender. 

No one came to the affiftancc of Badlefmere; and Ed ward 

prevailed u: But having now fome forces on foot, and 

having concerted meafures with his friends throughout 

England, he ventured to take off the mafk, to attack all 

his enemies, and to recall the two Spenfers, whofe fcn-

tcnce he declared illegal, unj ufr, contrary to the tenor 

of the Great Charter, paffed without the affent of the 

prelates, and extorted by violence from him and the efrate 

of barons w. Still the commons were not mentioned by 

either party. 

THE king had now got the frart of the barons ; an ad- 13~z. 

vantage, which, in thofe times, was commonly decifive: 

And he haftened with his army to the marches of Wales, 

the chief feat of the power of his enemies, whom he found 

totally unprepared for refiftancc. Many of the barons in 

thofc parts endeavoured to appeafe hi n by fubmiffion x; 

'I'heir cafl:Ics were feized, and their perfons committed to 

cuftody. But Lancafrer, in order to prevent the tot~J ruin 

t Rymer, vol. iii. p. &g. Walling. p. xr4, liS· T. de la Morr, p. 595• 
Murimuth, p. 56. u Walling. p. us. w Ry!'1er, vnl. ii;. 

p. 907. T. de la More, p. 595• x Waling.p. IIS· Murimuth, P• 57• 
of 
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c H P. of his party, ft.immoned together his vafi: Is and retain .. 
xrv. · 11· · h S I d h" c....-.,;._~ ers ; declared l1s a 1ancc w1t. cot :m , w tch had long 

1 3:1.2.• been fufpetled; receivEd the promifc of a reinforcement 

from that country, under the co:nmand of Randolf, earl 
of IVIurray, and Sir James Dough:s Y ; ami b~ing joim:d 
by the earl of Hereford, advanced with all his forces 
againP.: the king, wh had collecrcd an , rmy of 3o,ooo 
men, and was fuperior to his en~mies. Lancafier pofl:ed 

himfc1f at Burton upon Trent, and endeavoured to de
fend the.paifz.ges of the river 7.: B·tt b .... ing difappointed 

in that plan of operations; this prince, who had no mi

litary genius, aml whofe perfonal courage was even fuf
peB:ed, fled with his army to the north, in expectation 
of being there joined by his Scottiih allies a. He WuS 

purfued by the king; and his army diminiilicd daily; 
till he came to Boroughbri lge, \\·here he found Sir An
rlrew Harcla pofl:ed with fome forces on the oppofite fide 

of the river, and ready to difpute the pafiage with him. 
He was repulfcd in an attempt which he made to force 

his way ; the earl of Hereford was ki11eJ ; the whole 
~6th March. army of the rebels was difconcerted ; Lancaftcr himfdf 

was become incapable of taking any meafur s either for 

flight or defence ; and he was feized without refifl:ance 
by Harcla, and conduB:ed to the king b. In thofe violent 

times, the lav.rs were fo much n<:>gleB:cd on both fide~, 
that, even where they mir;ht, without any fenfible incon
venience, h;:;,ve been obfrrvec, the conquerors deemed it 
unneceffary to pay any regarJ to them. Lancafl:er, who 

WJ.S guilty of open rebellion, 2nd \Ya;; taken in arm'> 
againfl: his fovereign, inftcad of being tried by the law~ 
of his country, which pronounced the fentence of death 
againfr him, was condemned by a court-martial c, and 
led to execution. Edward, however little vindictive in 

Y Rymer, vol. iii. p. 958. z Walling. p. I '5• 
Neufi, p. 504. b T. de l.1 More, P• 596, 

~ Tyrrel, vul, ii, p. '-91• from the records. 

a Ypod. 
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h1s natural temper, here indulged his revenge, and em- c H A P. 
XIV 

ploycd againfl: the prifimer the fame indignities, vhich' ._,.:.-J 
had been exercifed hv his orders againfl: Gavafton. He d

1
M522

• h 
' 23 arc • 

was clothed in a mean attire, piaced on a lean jade Executionof 

. h b ·d~ 1 d h. h d d . 1 . the earl of Wlt out a n te, a 100 was put on JS ea , an 111 t us Lancail:er 

pofrur;, attended by the acclamations of the people, this • 

prince was cond uB:ed to an eminence near Pomfret, one 
f his own cafiles, and rhere beheaded d. 

THUS pcrifi1ed Thomas earl of Lancafler, the firfl: 

prince of the bloo~.l, and one of the mofl: potent barons 

that had ever been in Englan L His public conducr fuf

ficiently difcovcrs the violence and turbulency of his 

charaB:cr: His private deportment appears not to liave 

been more innocent: And his hypocritical devotion, by 

which he gained the favour of the monks and populace, 

will rather be regarded as an aggravation than an allevia ... 

tion of hi guilt. Badlcfmere, Giifard, Barret, Cheyney, 
Flcming, and about eighteen of the mofl: notorious of
fenders, were <.ftcrwards cor:.demned by a legal trial and 

were executed. Many w re thrown into prifon : Others 

made their efcape beyond fea: Some of the king's fer• 
vants were rewarded from the forfeitures: Harcla receive( 
for his fervices the earldom of Carlifie, and a large eftate, 
which he f4,on after forf:~it ... d with his life, for a treafon
nble correfpondence with the king of Scotland. But the 

greatefl: part of thofe vaft efcheats was fe~zed by young 
Spenfcr~ whofe rapacity was infatiable. Many of the 

barons of the king's party were difgufted with this par

tial divifion of the fpoils : The envy againft Spenfer rofe 

higher than ever: The uft al infolence of his temper,. 

enfl.amed by fuccefs, impelled him to commit many aB:s 
of violence : The people, who always hated him, made 
him frill more the objeCt of averfion : All the relations of 

the attainted barons and gentlemen fecretly vowed re .. 

cl Lcland's Coli, vol.). p. 663, 

rengc; 
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c ~~~ P. venge: And though tranquillity was in appearance re.: 
c.,_...._,~ ftored to the kingdom, the general contempt of the king 

1 ~-u. and odium again:fl: Spenfcr, bred dangerous humours, the 
fm rce of future revolutions and convulfions. 

IN this fituation no fuccefs could be expected from 
foreign wars ; and Edward, after making one more fruit
lefs attempt againft Scotland, whence he retreated with 
di:ll10nour, found it neceifary to terminate ho:fl:ilities with 
that kingdom, by a truce of thirteen years e. Robert, 
though his title to the crown was not acknowledged in 
the treaty, was fatisfied with enfuring his poifeffion of it 
during fo long a time. He had repelled with gallantry 
all the attacks of England : He had carried war both into 
thzt kingdom and into Ireland: He had rejected with dif .. 
ciain the pope's authority, who pretended to impofe his 
commands upon him, and oblige him to make peace with 
his enemies : His throne was firmly efi:abliilied, as 'vell 
in the affections of his fubjeB:s, as by force of arms: Yet 
there naturally remained fome inquietude in his mind, 
while at war with a fi:atc, vvhich, however at prefent dif. 
crdcrcd by faction, was of itfelf fo much an over-match 
for him both in riches and in numbers of people. And 
this truce was, at the fame time, the more feafonable 
for England; bccaufe the nation was at that juncture 
·hn:atcncd with hofiilitics from France • 

.-.3z4 , PHILIP the Fair, king of France, who died in 1315, 
had left the cro"vn to his fon Lewis Hutin, who, after a 
fhort reign, dying without male iifue, was fucceeded by 
Philip the Long, his brother, whofe death foon after 
m~ de way for Charles . the Fair, the youngeft brother of 
that family. This monarch had fome grounds of corn-

• plaint againfl: the king,s minifters in Guienne; and as there 
was no common or equitable judge in that fi:range fpecies 

e Rymer, vol. iii. p. xoz::t, Murimuth, p. 6o. 
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of fovereignty, efrabliihed by the feudal law, he fcemed C H A P 

defirous to take advantag:e of Edward's weaknefs, and XIV • 
....., ~. 

under that pretence, to confifcate all his foreign domi- 1314. 

nions '. After an embaffy by the earl of Kent, the king's 
brother, had been tried in vain, queen Ifabella obtained 

pcrmiffion to go over to Paris, and endeavour to adjufr) 

in an amicable manner, the difference with her brother: 
But while ihc was making fome progrcfs in this ncgocia
tion, Charles ftarted a new pretenfion, the jufiice of 
which could not be difputed, that Edward himfelf ihould 
appear in his court, and do homage for the · fees which he 
held in France. But there occurred many difficulties in 

complying with this demand. Young Spenfer, by whom 

the king was implicitly governed, had unavoidably been 

engaged in many quarrels with the queen, who afpired to 
the fame influence ; <t;nd though that a~tful princcfs, on 
her leaving England, had diffembled her animofity, Spen
fer, well acquainted with her fecret fentiments, was un..: 

willing to attend his mafrer to Paris, and appear in a 
court, where her credit might expofc him to infults, if 
not to danger. He hefitated no lefs on allowing the king 

to make the journey alone; both fearing, left that cafy 

prince ihoulc! in his abfence fall under other influence, 
and forefeeing the perils, to which he himfclf fhould be 
expofcd, if, without the protection of royal authority, 
he remained in England, where he was fo genera1ly !:ated. 

vVhile thefe doubts occafioned delays and difficulties, Ha- IJ't)• 

bdla propofed, that Edwanl fhould refign the dominion of 

Guicnne to his fon, now thirteen years of age ; aud ·th:tt 

the prince fhould come to Paris, and do the homage which 

every valfal owed to his fuperior lord. This expeditn:,. 

which feemed fo happily to remove all difficulties, v,:ras 

immediately embraced : Spenfer vras ch:umed wie1 the 

contrivance: Young Edward was fent to Paris : And t: e 

f Rymer1 Yol, iv, p. H J gS, 
ruin, 
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c I-1 A P. ruin, covered under this fatal fnare, was never perceived 
XIV. 1 f h E l•JL .1 ~or fufpech.d, oy any o t e 'ng 11u councJ. 
13:2.5. THE queen on her arrival in France, had there found 

a great number of Englilh fugitives, the remains of the 
Lancafhian faction ; and their common hatred of Spenfer 
foon begot a fecret friendiliip and correfpondence between 
·them and that princefs. Amortg the rdt was young Ro. 
ger :rviortimer, a potent baron in theW elih marches, who 
had been obliged, with othe!"s, to tnake his fubmiffion to 
the king, had been condemned for high treafon; but hav· 
ing received a pardon for his life, was afterwards detained 
in the Tower, with an intention of rendering his confine. 
ment perpetual. He was fo fortunate as to make his 
efcapc into France g ; and b-:ing one of the mofl: confi. 
derablc pcrfons now rcmaiuing of the party, as well as 
difiinguifhcd by his violent animofity againfi Spe~fer, he 
was eafily admitted to pay his court to queen Ifabella· 
The graces of his perfon and adJrefs advanced him quick= 
ly in her affections : He became her confident and cot.In· 
fcllor in all her meafures : And gaining ground daily 
upon her heart, he engaged her to facrifice at lafi, to her 
paffion, all the fentiments of honour and of fidelity to her 

Confpiracy hu!band h. Hatin~ now the man, whom lhe had injured, 
.k1:~~ft the and whom :lhe never vah.cd, lhe entered ardently into tdl 

l\1ortimer's confpirzcies; and having artfully got into 
her hands the young prince, and heir of the monarchy; 
fhc refolved on the utter ruin of the king, as well as of 
his favourite. She engaged her brother to take part in the 
fame criminal purpofe : Her court was daily filled ' with the 
exiled barons : Mortimer lived in the mofr declared inti· 
macy with her: A corrcfpondence was fccretly carried on 
with the malcontent party in England: Aml when Ed
ward, informed of tliofc al.arming circumfranccs, required 

g Rymer, vol. iv. p. 7, 8, 2.0. T. de la More, p. 596. Walling. p. tio. 
Ypod, Neufi. p. so6. h T, de la More, p. 598. Mlir:muth, P• 65• 
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er fpeeclily to return \Vith the prir:ce, fhe publicly re- c ~~~. P. 

plieu, that ihe would never fet foot in the kingdom, till ~ 
Spenfer was forever removed from his prefcnce and coun... 1 315· 

cils : A cleclaraticn, which procured her gteat popularity ~ 

in England, and threw a decent veil over all her treafon-
able enterprizes. 

Enw ARD endeavoured to put himfelf in a po:fture of 
oefence i ; but, bciides the difficulties ariiing from his own 
indolence and ficnder abilities, and the want of at!thority, 
which of confequcncc attended all his refolutions, it was 
not eafy for him, in the prefent ih1tc of the kingdom and 
revenue, to maintain a con{b.nt force ready to repel an 
invaiion, which he knet.v not at what time or place he h<1d 
reafon to expect. All his efforts were unequal to the Inf .. r·w. 

tiOJlS, 

traitcrous and ho:ftile confpir:tcies, which, both at home 

and abroad, were forming ag~in:ft his authority, and which . 
\vere daily penetrating farther even into his cwn f:ur.ily. 
His brother, the earl of Kent, a virtuous but weak prince, 
who was then at Paris, was engaged by his fifier-in-law, 
and by the king of France, who was alfo his coufin o-cr
·nan, to give countenance to the invaiior:., whofe foie ob
jcEI:, he bclicveu, was the expuH!on of the Spcnfcrs : Ec 
prevailed on his elder brother, the earl of Norfolk, to 
enter fecrctly into the fame ddign: Th earl of LciceH:cr, 
brother and heir of the earl of Lancafier, h::d too rr.any 
reafons for his hatred of thefc miniitcrs., to refufe his con
currence. \V alter de Rcyncl, archbifhop of Cante1 bury, 
and many of the prelates, exp1dled their 2-pprobation cf 
the queen's meafures: Several of the mcfi: potent bar<,ns, 
envying the authority of the favourite, were re< dy to By 
to arms : The minds of the pco le, by n:e:ms of fc,i :e 

.-tr.uths and m':lny calumnies, v:cre fironr;Iy di!i)cf.._d to the 
fame party : Ancl thpre needed but the ?.precr:mce of the 
queen and prince, wiLh fuch a body of foreign tro,:-,ps, as 

i Rym~r, vol iv. p. 184, tSS , 2'?.5· 
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C H A P·might be fufficient to give her protetl:ion againft immeA 
XIV. . 
~ diate violence, to turn all thrs tempeft, fo artfully pre. 

pared, againfi: the unhappy Edward. 

'3"6. CHARLEs, though he gave countenance and affifiance 

to the faB:ion, was a!hamcd openly to fupport the queen 
and prince, againfl: the authority of a hufband and father; 
and !fabella was obliged to court the alliance of fome 

other foreign potentate~ from whofe dominions ihe might 
fet out on her intended enterprize. For this purpofe, ilie 
affianced young Edward, whofe tender age made him in

capable to judge of the confequcnces, with Philippa, 

daughter of the count of Holland and Hainault k; and 

having, by the open affifcance of this· prince, and the 
fccret proteB:ion of her brother, inlifred in her fervice neat 

3000 men, .lhe fet out from the harbour of Dart, and 
landed fafcly, and without oppofition, on the coaft of Suf-

24-th Sept. folk. 'rhe earl of Kent was in her company: Two 
other princes of the blood, the earl of Norfolk, and the 
earl of Leicefrer, joined her foon after her landing with 
all their followers : Three prelates, the biiliops of Ely, 
Lincoln, and Hereford, brought her both the force of 
their v~ffals ~nd the authority of their charaCl:er 1 : Even 

R obert de \Vatteville, who had been tent by the king to 
oppoi~?. her progrefs in Suffolk, deferted to her with all 
his forces. 1'o render her caufe more favourable, fhe 

rene\vcd lu:;r declarati0!1, that the fole purpofe of her en

terprize was to free the king and kingdom. from the ty

r~nny of the Spenfcrs, and of chancellor Baldoc, their 

cre:Jture m. The populace were allured by her fpecious 

pretences : The barons thought themfelves fecure againft 
l(Jrf itures by the appearance of the prince in her army: 

k T, de la Mor?, p. 598, 
. 50i· T. cle la More, p. 598. 

• Ne 11l, p ; d• 
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And a weak irrefolute !:.ing, fupported by minifters gene- C H -; P. 
rally odious, ''as unable to frem this torrent, which bore~ 
with fuch irrefifiible violence agai1~fl: him. 1 326. 

En,~· ARD, after trying in vain to rouze the citizens < f 
London to fame fenfe of duty n, departed for the weft, 
where he hoped to meet with better reception; and he 
had no fconer d!fcovered his weaknefs by leaving the city, 
than the rage of the popubce broke out without co:~troul 
againfr him and his minifiers. They firft plundered, then 
murdered all thofe v,rho were obnoxious to them : They 
feized the biflwp of Exeter, a virtuous and loyal prelate, 
as he was paffing through the flreets; and having be
headed him, they threw his body into the river 0 • T'hey 
made themfelves maficrs of the Tower by furprize; and 
then entered int? a formal a!fociation to put to death, 
without mercy, every one who fhould dare to oppofe the 
enterprizc of queen !fabella, and of the prince P. A like 
fpirit was foon communicated to all other parts of Eng
land ; and threw the few fervants of the king, who frill 
entertained thoughts of performing their duty, into terror 
and afl:oni.lhment. 

EnWARD was hotly purfued to Brifl:ol by the earl of 
Kent, feconded by the foreign forces under John de Hai
nault. He found himfelf difappointed in his expeCtations 
\Vith regard to the loyalty of thofe parts; and he paffed 
over to Wales, where, he flattered himfelf, his name was 
more popular, and which he hoped to find uninfeCled with 
the contagion of general rage, which had feizcd the Eng
lifh q. The elder Spenfer, created earl of Winchefter, 
was left governor of the cafile of Briitol; but the garrifon 
mutinied againft him, and he was delivered into the 
hands of his enemies. 'I'his venerable noble, who had 
nearly reached his ninetieth year, was inftantly, withQut 

n Walling. p. H3• 
Murimutn, p. 66, 
p. 6;. 

o Walling. p. 124. 
P Walling.,. f• 12.4. 
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c H A P. trial, or witnefs, or accufation, or anfwer, condemned t(} 

~ death by the rebellious barons : He was hanged on a gib-
J3z6. bet; his body was cut in pieces, and thrown to the dogs r; 

and his head was fent to Winchefi:er, the place whcfe 
title he bore, and was there fet on a pole, and expofed to 
the infults of the populace. 

THE king, difappointcd anew in his expeCtations of 
fuccour from the WeHh, took 1hipping for Ireland; but 
being driven back by contrary winds, he endeavoured to 
conceal himfelf in the mountains of Wales : He was 
foon difcovered, was put under the cufi:ody of the earl of 
Leicefter, and was confined in the cafi:le of Kenilworth .. 
The younger Spenfer, his favourite, who alfo fell into 
the hands of his enemies, was executed, like his father, 
without any appearance of a legal trial s : The earl of 
Arundel, almoft the only man of his rank in England, 
who had maintained his loyalty, was alfo, without a:1y 
trial, put to death at the infi:igation of Mortimer: Bal
doc, the chancellor, being a prieft, could not with fafety 
be fo fuddcnly difpatchcd; but being fcnt tQ the biiliop 
of Hueford's palace in London, he was there, as his cr.e
mies probably foref..1.w, feized by the populace, was 
thrown into N ewgate, and foon after expired, from the 
cruel ufage which he had received r. Even the ufual 
reverence, paid to the facc.rdotal cbaraB:er, gave way, 

\Vith every other confi.Jerat.ion, to the prefent rage of 
the people. 

The king THE queen, to avail hcrfclf of the prevailing delu!ion, 
lleduont:a. fummoned, in the king's name, a parliament at vVeft

minfrer; where, to;ether with the power of her army,. 
· and the authority of her partizans among the barons, 1-\ho 

were concerned to il:cure their paf!: treafons by comrr.it-

r Leland's Coli. vol. i, p. C73• T. de h !VTore, p. 599• Walling. p. 115, 
M. Froimm. li\·, i. \nap IJ• ~ W<!!fing. P• 125, Ypod. Ntuft, 
?· sc3, t W~lfi •1 $· p. 1~6, 1\luri r;uth, p. 68, 

ting 
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ing new aCls of iolence againfr their fovercign, {he ex- c H A P 

1 
XlV. 

pcB:cd to be feconded by the fury of the popu ace, the -"'"".r-.....1 

.n oft dan<Jerous of all infrruments, and the leafr anfwer- IJ27· 
o . Ir . n. 13th Jan. able for their excencs.. A charge \Vas drawn up ag411111: 

the king, in which, even though it was framed by his 
inveterate enemies, nothing but his narrow genius, or his 
misfortunes, were objetl:cd to him : For the greatefr ma-
lice found no particular crime with which it could re-
proach this unhappy prince. He was accufed of incapa-
,city for government, of wa:fling his time in idle amufc-
mcnts, of negleCting public bufinefs, of being fwayed by 
evil counfellors, of having loft, by his mifcondutl:, the 
kingdop1 of Scotland, and part of Guienne; and to fwell 
the charge, {fven the death of fame barons, and the im
prifonment of fome prelates, conviCted of treafon, were 
laid to his account u. It was in vain, amidfr the violence 
of arms and tumult of the people, to appeal either to law 
or to rcafon: The depofition of the king, without any ap-
pearing oppofition, was voted by parliament: The prince, ' 
~lready declared regent by his party w, was placed on the 
throne : And a deputation was fcnt to Edward at Kenil-
worth, to require his refign~tion, which menaces and 
terror foon extorted from him. 

BuT it was impoffible, that the people, however cor
rupted by the barbarity of the times, fl:ill farther enflamed 
by faction, could for ever remain infenfible to the voice 
of nature. Here, a wife had firfr deferted, next invaded, 
and then dethroned her hu!band; had made her infant 
fon an infrrument i,n this unnatural treatment of his fa
ther; had by lying pretences feduced the nation into a 
rebellion againfi: their fovereign ; had pufhed them into 
violence and cruelties, that had dilhonoured them : All 
thofe circumfrances were fo odious in thcmfe~vcs, and 

u, Knyghton, p. 2.765, 2766. Brady's App. No, 72. 
w Rymc:r1 vol. iv. p. 137• W-.~lfing. p. US• 
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C H A P. formed fuch a complicated fcene of g\1ilt, that the kaft: 

~~ refleB:ion f.ufficed to open men's eyes, and make them de-
J3Z7· tef1: this flagrant infringement of every public and private 

duty. The fufpicions which foon arofe of !fabella's cri
minal commerce with Mortimer, the proofs which daily 
broke out of t!lis part of her guilt, encrc8.fcd the general 

ahhoircnce .againfi her; and her hypocrify, in publicly 

be •,r:::iling with tears the king's unhappy fate", was not 
able to deceive even the mo11 ftupid and mofl: prcjt:C:iced 
of her aJherents. In propoltion as the queen became the 

object of public hat;:ed, the dethroned monarch, who had 

been the \'icl:im of her crimes and her ambition, was re
garded with pity, with friendihip, with veneration: And 
men became fenfible, that all his mifconducr, \vhich fac
tion had fo much exaggerated, had been owing to the 

unavoidable weaknefs, not to any voluntary depravity of 
his character. The earl of Leic::dlcr, now earl of Lan

caficr, to whofe cufi:ody he had been committed, was 
fo:::~n Jtouchcd with thofe generous fentimcnts ; and befidcs 
ufing his prifoner with gentlenefs and humanity, he was 
f ufpccred to have entertained ftill rr.ore honourable inten

tions in his favour. The king, therefore, was taken from 
his hands, and delivered over to lord Berkcley, and Mau .. 
travcrs, and Gournay, who were entrufred alternately, 
each for a month, with the charge of guarding him. 

While he was in the cufrody of Berkcley, he was il:ill 
treated with the gentlcncfs due to his rank and his mif

fortuncs; but w11en the tuq1 of Mautravcrs and Gour

nay came, every fpecies of indignity was praB:ifcJ againft 
him, as if their intention had been to break entirely the 
prince's fpirit, and to employ his farrows and a:ffiictions, 
infread of more violent and more dangerous expedients, 

for the infhuments of his murder r. It is reported, that 

one day, when Edward was to be lhaved, they ordered 

~ Walling, p. 126, l Anonymi Hift, p. 8jS •. 
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cold and dirty water to be brought from the ditch for hat C H A P .. 
XJV. 

purpofe; and when he clefired it to be changed> and was~ 
~ill denied his requeft, he burfr into tears, which be- 1 3~7· 

dewed his cheeks ; and he excbimed, that, in fpite of 

their infolen~e, he fhould be iliaved with dean and warm 

water'. But as this method of laying Ed~'Ard in his 

grave appeared ftiU too flow to tlle impatient Mortimer, 

he fecretly fent orders to the tWo keepers, who were z~ 
his devotion, infta.ntly to difpatch him ; and thcfe ruf-
fians contrived to make the manner of his death as cruel 

:md barbarous as poffible. Taking advantage of Berke-
1cy>s ficknefs, in whofe cuftody he then was, and who 
wa thereby incapacitated from attending his charge a; 

they came to Berkeley-cafi:le, and put themfelve in 
poffeffion of the king's perfon. They threw him on a T:tTbfi kS~pt. 

e tn.,. 
bed ; held him down violently with a tabie, which they murdered. 

flung over him ; thruft into hi:; fundament a red-bot iron, 

which they inferted through a horn ; and though the out-
wards marks of violence upon his perfon were prevented 
by this expedient, the horrid deed was difcovered to all . 
the guards and attendants by the fcream :> with which 

the agonizing king filled the cafile, while his bowels 
were confuming. 

GouRNA Y and Mautravers were held in general detef .... 

tation; and when the enfuing revolution in Englan 
threw their protetlors from power, they found it necef

fary to provide for their fafety by flying the .kingdom. 
Gournay was afterwards feized at Marfeilles, delivered 
over to the fenefchal of Guienne, put on board a lhip 
with a view of carrying him to England ; but was be
headed at fea, by fecret orders, as was fuppofed, from 
· fome nobles and prelates in England, anxious to prevent 
any difcovery, which he might make of his accomplices. 
M autravers concealed himfelf for feveral years in Ger-

? T, de la More, p. 6o2. a Cotton's Abridg. p. S. 
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c H A P. rr.anv · but havino- found means of renderin?" fome fervice 
Xi\T. I ' b 0 

i...--..--.J to Eclward IlL he vehtured t~ approach his perfon, threw 
1 sz7. bimfelf on his k~ees before him, fub;nitteq to ,mercy, 

and received a pardon b. 

His charac- · IT is not eafy to imagine a man more innocen~ and in
t::r. . dfenfive than the unhappy king, whofe tragical death 

we have related ; nor a prince lefs fitted for governing 
that fierce and turbulent people, fubjetl:ed to his autho. 
rity. He was obliged to devolve on others th~ weight of 
governrr:ent, which he had neither ability nor inclinatio~ 
to bear : The fame indolence and want of penetration led 
him to make choice of minifrers and fayouritcs, who were 
!lOt f.lways the bcfi: qualified for the trufl: committed to 
them : The feditious grandee~, rieafcd with his weaknefs, 
yet complaining of it; under pretence ?f attacking his 
minifl:ers, infultcd his pcrfon a1id invaded his authority: 
And the impatient populace, miftaking the fource of their 
grievances, threw all the blame upon the king, and en
crcafed the public diforders by their facri~n an~ violence. 
It was in vain to look for protection from the laws, whofe 
voice, always feeble in thofe times, was ~ot hear~ amidfr 
the din of arms : 1Vhat could not defend the king was 
lcfs able to giv~ ilielter to any of the people : T~e whole 
~achine of government was torne i? pieces with fury anq 
:violence : And men, infiead of regretting ~he manners of 
their ag~, and t~e form of their confiitut!on, which re
quired the mofr fieady and mofi ikilful. hand to conduCl: 
them, imputed all errors to the perfon, who had the mif .. 
fortune .to be entrufi:cd with the reins of empire. 
. :EuT though fuch mifiakes be natural and almofi un .. 
"voi,dablc while the events are recent, it is a lhameful 
delufi~n in_ modern hifl:orians, to imagine, that all the 
~ncient pril ces, v.rh~ wer<: unfortunate in their g~wern .. 
~en.t~ :we:.e ~lfo tyrap~cal i~ t~eir co-!ldu·~, ~nd th~t th~ 

~ C~t~c~·~ ~l:ricg •. • 61 ~~ . Fymer, voJ, v, .P poo, 
fcdjtio~lS 



EDWARD II. 

feditions of the people alway~ pro~eecled from fome inva- C ~~~- P. 

:flon of their privileges by the monarch, Even a great~ 
and a good king was not in that age fccure agai!~ft faetion 1 3:7· -

an4 rebellion, as appears in the c~fe of Henry II. but <l. 

great king had the bdl: ~ha!1ce, as we learn from t~e hif-:-
tory of the fame period, for quelling and fubduing them., 
Compare the reigns and ch~racters C!f Edward I. and II~ 
The father made feveral violent attempts againft the liber-
ties of the people : His barons oppofed him: He v .. ~ 
~bliged, at leaft found it prudent, to fupmit: But as 
they dreaded his valour and abiJitics, they were content 
with reafonable fatisfacfqn, and pulhcd no farther their 
advantages againft him. 'l"he facility and weaknefs of 
th~ fon, not his violence, threw ever)r thing into confu-
fion: The ~aws and government were overturned: An 
attempt to reinfiate them was an unpardonaple crime: 
And no atonement, but the depofition and tragical death 
of the king himfelf, could give thofe barons contentment. 

It is eafy to fee, that a confiitution, which depended fo 
much on the perfonal charaCter of the prince, mufl: nc
cefTari1y, in rriany of its parts, be a government of will, 
not of lawsi But always to throw, without diftinction, 
the blame of all diforders upon the fovereign, would in
troduce a. fatal error in politics, and ferve as a perpetual 
~pology for treafon and rebellion : As if the turbulency of 
the great, and madnefs of the people, ·wc~·e not, equally 
with the tyranny of princes, evils incident t9 human fo
ciety, and no lefs carefully to be guarded againft in every 

, well regulated conftitution. 

WHILE thefe abominable fccnes paired in England, Mi{cellane-

h h ' fF 11. - d 'th · k d r. ll ous tranfac-t et eatre o ra!lce was name w1. a 'VVIC e ne1s equa y tions during 

barbarous, and itpl more public and deliberate. The this reign. 

order of knights templars had arifcn during the firfi: fer-
~our of t~e Crufades; and uniting the two qualities the 
mofr popular in that age; devotion and valour, and e~er-
cifing both in the moft pooHLlr of all'entcrprizcs, the de-· 

·· · · fence. 
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c H A P · fence of the Holy Land, they had made rapid advances in 
XIV. . d . d 

t..--v--.1 credit and authonty, and ha acqUire , from the pie y of 
nz7. the faithful, ample pofleffions in every country of Eu

rop~, cfpccia11y in France. Their great riches, joined 
to the courfe of time, had, by degrees, Je1axed the fevc~ 
rity of thefe virtues; and the tcmplars had in a great 
mcafurc loft that popularity, which :firft railed them to 

honour and diftincrion. Acquainted from experience with 
the fatigues and dangers of thofe fruitiefs expeditions to 
the Eafr,- tr1ey rather chofe to enjoy in eafe their opu
lent revenues in Europe: And being all men of birth, 
educated, according to the cuftom of that age, without 
any tincrure of letters, they fcorncd the ignoble occu
pations of a monafi:ic life, and paffed their time wholly in 
the fafhionable amu{ements of hunting, gallantry, and 
the pleafures of the table. Their rival order, that of St. 
John of J erufalem, whofe poverty had as yet preferved 
them from like corruptions, fi:ill difl:inguifhed themfelves 
by their cnterprizes againft the infidels, and fucceeded to 
all the popularity, which was loft by the indolence and 
luxury of the templars. But though thefe reafons had 
weakened the foundations of this order, once fo cele
brated and revered, the immediate caufe of their defhuc
tiiJn proceeded from the cruel and vindictive fpirit of 
Philip the Fair, who, having entertained a private difgufr 
againfl: fome eminent templars, determined to gratify at 
once his avidity and revenge, by involving the whole 
order in an undifi:inguifhed ruin. On no better infor
mation, than that of two knights, condemned by their 
fuperiors to perpetual imprifonment for their vices and 
proflio-acy; he ordered on one day all the templars in France 
to be committed to prifon, and imputed to them fuch 
enormous and abfurd crimes, as are fu:fficient of them
felvcs to defi:roy all the credit of the accufation. Bcfides 
their being univerfally charged with murder, robbery, 

and 
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and vices the mofl: {hocking to nature; every one, it was C H A P. 
XIV. 

pretended, whom they received into their order, was~ 
obliged to renounce his Saviour, to fpit upon the crofs c, 1327• 

and to join to this impiety the fuperfl:ition of worfhipping 
a gilded head, which was fecrctly kept in one of their 
houfes at Marfeilles. They alfo initiated, it was faid, 
every candidate by fuch infamous rites, as could ferve to 
no other purpofe, than to degrade the order in his eyes, 
and defl:roy for ever the authority of all his fuperiors over 
him"· Above a hundred of thefe unhappy gentlemen 
were put to the queftion, in order to extort from them a 
confeffion of their guilt : The more obfl:inate perifhed in 
the hands of their tormentors : Se,'eral, to procure im-
mediate eafe in the violence of their agonies, acknow-
ledged whatever was required of them: Forged confeffions 
were imputed to others: And Philip, as if their guilt were 
now certain, proceeded to a confifcation of all their trea-
furcs. But no fooner were the templars relieved from 
their tortures, than, preferring the mofl: cruel execution 
to a life with infamy, they difavowed their confeffions, 
exclaimed againfl: the forgeries, j ufrificd the innocence of 
their order, and appealed to all the gallant actions, per-
formed by them in ancient or later times, as a full apo-
logy for their conduct. The tyrant, enraged at this 
difappointment, and thinking himfelf novr engaged in 
honour to proceed to extremities, ordered fifty-four of 
them, whom he branded as relapfed heretics, to perifh 
by the puni!hment of fire in his capit:1l : Great numbers 
expired after a like manner in other parts of the kingdom: 
And when he found, that the perfeverance of thefe un
happy victims, in j uftifying to the I aft their innocence, 
had made deep impreffion on the fpeB:ators, he endeavoured 
to overcome the confrancy of the templars by new inhu-

c Rymer, vol. iii, p. 31, Tor. 
d It was pretended, that he kiffed the knights who received him on the 

mouth, ilavel and breech, Dupuy, P• lS, 16, Waif. p. 99• 
manif:.ics. 
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~· H A P. manities. The grand mafier of the order, John deMo
XIV. 
~ lay, and a[J.other great ')fficer, broth~r to the fovcrcign of 
J~27· D~uphiny, :were conu r~l~(~ to a fc~ITold, ere_cred before 

th~ e!!u;-ch of N otredame, - t Paris : A full pardon was 
ofrcre~ them on the o~1e hand : The fire, defii.ned for 

~heir execution, was fhown them on the other: Thefe 
g:1l1a:rt nobles frill perfiftcd in the protefrations of their 
~wn innocepce and that of their order ; and ·wen: infiz.ntly 
hurried into the flames by the executioner c. 

IN all this barbarous injufrice, Clement V. who was 
~he creatu~e of Philip, and then rcfided ia Fra~~e, fully 
concurred ; and without cxaminiJ?g a ' itnel"~, or ,n:>king 
any enquiry into the truth of facrs, he, fumm:uilr, 
by the plenitude of his apofi:olic r·:nver, ab )lifhed the 
whole order. The templar3 all over 12urope were thrown 
i1 to prifon; their con duEl: underwent a hritl fcrutiny; 

the power of their enemies .frill p~rfued and opprefi:_d 
them; but no where, e;xccpt in Fr~mcc, were the fmz.llefl 
~races of their guilt pretended to be found. Englan4 
fent back an ample tefiimony of their piety and morals~ 
but as the or9er was now annihilated, the knights wLie 

~ifiributf;'d into fevcral convents, and their poffeffions 
were, by command of the pope, transferred to the order 
of St. John f. VTe now proceed to rebts: fome other de

~1.ched tranf~.cEons of t~1c prefent J;Criol!. 
T HJ: kingdom of England wc.s a£Eittcd with a grievous 

famine during feveral years of this reign. Perpetual rain~ 
and cold yv-eather, not only defiroyed the l;arve:ft, but 
bred a mortality ;1mong the cattle, and raifed every kind 
of food to a~ enormous price g~ The pa;liament, in 
I 3 I 5, endeayo"Qred to fix more moderate rates to c~mmo
dities .j not fenfible that fuch an attempt was impracricable, 
'-nd that, were it ?offible to reduc~ the P.rice ~f provifons 

c Vertot, vol. ii. p. 14~. 

,-ol. iv. f• 1;7• Ypod. Nc•Jft. p. sc6. 

p 

~ Rymer, vol. iii. p. z23, 956. 
g Triv(;r, ~ont. p. J], 18. 

~r 
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by any other expedient than by introducing plenty, no- C H A P. 

thing coulJ be more pernicious and defrruCtive to the ~ 
public. Where the produce of a year, for infiance, falls 1521. .. 

fo far fnort, as to afford full fubfiH:ance -only for nine 

months, the on] y expedient for making it lafr all the 

twelve, is to raife the prices, to put the people by that 

means on iliort allowance, and oblige them to fave 

their food, till a more plentiful year. But in reality, 

the encreafe of prices is a nccefiary confequence of fear- · 
city; and laws, infread of preventing it, only aggravate 

the evil, by cramping and reftraining commerce. The 
parliament accordingly, in the enfuing year, repealed 

their ordinance, which they had found ufdefs and bttt-

denfome 1\ 

THE prices affixed hy the parliament arc fomcwhat re

markable: Thr2c pounds twelve fhilli11gs of our prefent 

money for the befr fralled ox ; for other oxen, two pounds 

eight ihillings: A fat hog of two years old, ten ihillings : 
A fat '\Vethcr unfhorn, a crown ; if £horn, three ihilling~ 

and fix-pence : A fat goofe, (even-pence halfpenny: A. 
fat capon, fix-pence: A fat hen 1 three-pence: Two . 
chickens, three-pence: Four pigeons, three-pence: Two 
dozen of eggs, three-pence i. If. we confider thefe prices-; 
we fhall find, that butcher's meat, in this time of great 

fcarcity, mufr frill have been fold, by the parliarncnt~ry 

ordinanGe, three times cheaper than our miJJling price:> 

at prcfent: Poultry fomewh;.a lower; becauf~, being no\V 

coniidered as a delicacy, it has rifen beyond its propor

i:JOn. In the country places of Ireland and Sr-otland. 
where delicacies Le •. !· no price, poultry is at prefent as 

cheap, if not cheaper, than butcher's meat. But t:Ie i.:1-
fcrencc I ;vould draw from the comparifon of prices 13 Hill 
more confi.dtrabh .. '< I fuppofe that the rates, a!Jixed by 

h W.Jlf. p. ro7. i Rot Pnl. : Edw. H. n. 35, 3rl. Ypcd. 
NeurL p. S.'-:t. 
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C H A P. parliament, were inferior to the ufual market prices in 
XIV. r . tl 1' "--v---J thofe years of 1amme an morta 1ty of cattle; and that 
1

3
2
7' thefe commodities, infiead of a third, had really rifen: 

a half of the prefent value. But the famine at that time 
was fo confuming, that wheat was fometimes fold for 
above four pounds ten fhillings a quarter k, ufually for 
three pounds 1 ; that is, twice our middling prices. A 
certain proof of the wretched ftate of tillage in thofe ages. 
We formerly found, that the middling price of corn in 
that period was half of the prefcnt price ; while the mid
dling price of cattle was only an eighth part: We here 
find the fame immenfe difproportion in years of fcarcity. 
It may thence be inferred with certainty, that the raifing 
of corn was a fpecies of manufaCtory, which few in that 
age could pracrife with advantage: And there is reafon to 
think, that other manufaCtures more refined, were fold 
even beyond their prefent prices : At leafi there is a de
monfhation for it in the reign of Henry VII. from the 
rates affixed to fcarlct and other broad cloth by act of par
liament. During all thofe times, it was ufual for the 
princes and great nobility to make fettlements of their 
velvet beds and filken robes, in the fame manner as of 
their efrates and manors m. In the li:fl: of jewels and plate, 
which had belonged to the ofl:entatious Gavafron, and 
which the king recovered from the earl of Lanca!ter after 
the murder of that favourite, we find fomc embroidered 
girdles, flowered :lhirts, and filk wai.fi:coats "· It was 
afterwards one article of accufation againfi that potent 
and opulent earl, when tried for his life, that he had 
purloined fome of that finery of Gavafton. The igno
rance of thofe ages in manufactures, and efpecially in 
tillage, feems a clear proof that they were far from being 
populous. 

k Murimuth, p. 48. Wallingham, p. to8, fays it rofc to f:x pound·. 
1 Ypod. Neufr. P• soz, Trivet, cont. p. xS. 
~ Dugdale paffim. " Rymer, VQ}, iii. P• 3 s~. 

ALL 
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1.LL trade and manufaB:ures indeed were then at a very C H A P. 
XIV. !ow ebb. The only country in the northern parts of~ 

Europe, \vhcre they feem to have rifen to any tolerable 1 3~1· 
Jegree of improvement, was Flanders. When Robert, 
earl of that country, was appiied to by Edward, and was 
defired to break off commerce with the Scots, whom Ed-
ward called his rebels, and reprefented as excommuni-
cated on that account by the church, the earl replied, 
that Flanders was always confi.dered as common, and free 
and open to all nations 0

• 

THE petition of the elder Spenfer to parliament, com
plaining of the devafiation committed on his lands by th~ 
barons, contains feveral particulars, which are curious~ 
and difcover the manners of the age P. He affirms, that 
they had ravaged fixty-three manors belonging to him, 
and he makes his loffes amount to 46,ooo pounds; that 
is, to 1 38,ooo of our prefent money. Among other par
ticulars, he enumerates 28,ooo !beep, 1000 oxen and 
heifers, I 200 COWS with their breed for two years, 560 
cart horfes, 2000 hogs, together with 6oo bacons, 8o 
carcaffes of beef, and 6oo muttons in the larder ; ten 
tuns of cyder, arms for 200 men, and other \varlikc en
gines and provifions. The plain inference is, that the 
greatefi part of Spenfer's vafr efiate, as well as that of th~ 
other nobility, was farmed by the landlord himfelt~ ma
naged by his frewards or bailiffs, and cultivated by his. 
villains. Little or none of it was let on leafc to hufband
mt:n : Its produce was confumed in rufric hofpitality by 
the baron or his officers : A great number of idle re
tainers, ready for any diforder or mifchicf, were main
tained by him: All who lived upon his efrate were abfo
lutely at his difpofal : Infread of applying to courts of 
jufrice, he ufually fought redrefs by open force and vio.-

0 Rymer, vol. i;i, p. 770, P Brady's hift, vol. ii. p. 14~, from 
Clauf, 15 Edw. IJ. M. 14. Dors. in cedula, 

lence : 
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c H A P.Jence : The great nobility Pete a kind of independant 
"""~potentates, who, if thq fubmitted to any regulations at 

132.7. all, were lefs governed by the municipal law~ than by a 
rtlde fpecies of 11he law of nations. 'The method, in 
which we find they treated the king's favourites and mi. 

nifters, is a proof of their ufual way of dealing with each 
other. A party, which complains of the arbitrary con

duB: of rninifters, ought naturally to rtffeCl: a great regard 
for the laws and conftitution, and maintain at leafr the 
appearance of jufiice in their proceedings : Yet thofe ba
rons~ when difcontented, came to parliament with an 
armed force, con~rained the king to a!fent to their mea
fures, and without any trial or wjtnefs or conviction; 
paffed, from the pretendea notoriety of faB:s, an aB: of 
banifhment or attainder agaihft the minifter, which, ori 
the firfr revolution of fortune, was reverfed by like expe
dients. The parliament, during faB:ious times, was no
thing but the organ of prefent po\ver. Though the per
fans, of whom it was chiefly compofcd, feemed to enjoy 
great independance, they really poJfeffed no true liberty; 
and the fecurity of each individual among them; was not 
fo much derived from the general proteCtion of law, as 
from his own private power and that of ·his confederates. 
The authority of the monarch, though far from abfolute, 
was irregular, and might often reach him: The currert 
of a fatl:ion might overwhelm him ; A hundred confider
ations, of benefits and injuries, fricndihips and animo· 
fities, hopes and fears, were able to influence his condutl; 
and amidft thefe motives a rcg2.rd to equity and law and 
jufl:ice was commonly, in thcfc rude :1.ges, of little mo
ment. Nor did any man entertain thoughts of oppofing 
prefent power, who did not d·-cm himfelf frrong enough 
to difpute the field with it by force, and was not pre ... 
p~red to give battle to th~ foycn.: ign or the ruling parry. 

BEFORE 
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REF.:>RE I conchide this reign, I ca~~o forbear making c f~ A P. 

!another remal·k, drawn from the detail of lofTes given in by ~ 
the elder Sperifcr; particularly, the great quantity of falted 1327· 

meat which he had in his iarcler, 6oo bacons, 8o car-: 
caffes of beef, 6oo muttons. vVe may obfc rve that tlie 
outrage, of which he -complained, began after the third 
of l\1ay, or ' theele 'enth new fl:yle, as we learn from the 
fame paper. It is eafy therefore to conjetl:ure what a '~afl: 
fl:orc of the fame kif1d he muft have laid up at. the begin-
ning of winter; arid we may dr:;,w a new conclufion with 
regard to the wretched fl:ate of ancient liuib~ndry, whic1i • 
could not provide fubfiftance for the cattle during winter~ 
even in fuch a temperate climate as the fouth of Eng-
land: For Spenfer h~d but one manor fo far north as 
Y orkfhirc; There being few or r.o inclof ures, e~cept 
perhaps for deer, no fown grafs, little hay; and no other 
tcfource for feeding cattle; the barons, as well as the 
people, were obliged to kill and fait their oxen and fhecp 
at the beginning of winter,. before they became lean upon 
the common paihire: A prec<wtion frill practifed with 
regard to oxen in the leaft cultivated parts of this ifland. 
The falting of mutton is a mifcrable expedient, whicli 
has every wl ere been long difufed. From t is circum-
ftance, however trivial in appearance; may be drawn im-
portant inferences, with regard to the doinefric ceconomy 
:md manner of life ii1 thofe ages. 

THE diforders of the times, from foreign wars and in
tcfline difTentions, but above all, the cruel famine, whicli 
obliged the nobility to difmifs many of their retainers; 
encreafed the number of robbers in the kingdo!n; and no 
place wa~ fecure from their incurfions s. They met in 
roops like armies, and over-ran tlie country. Two 

tardinals; themfelves, the pope's legates, notwithftancl 
irtg the numerous train~ ·'which attended them; were 

• Ypod, N;uft. p. 502.. Wal(. p. u)7, 
Vot. II. B 
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c H A P. robbed, and dcfpoiled of their goods and equipag·e, when 
XIV. . h f./'\"-' they travelled on the htg -way r. 

13'-7· AMoNG the other wild fancies of the age, it was ima-

gined, that the perfons affeCl:ed with leprofy, a difcafe at 

that time very common, probably from b::td diet, had 
confpircd with the Saracens to poifon all the fprings and 

fountains; and men being glad of any pretence to get rid 

of thofe who were a burth~n to them, many of thofc 

unhappy people were burnt alive for this chimerical 

.imputation. Several Jews alfo were puniihed in their 

• pcrfons, and their goods were confifcated on the fame 

account u. 

SToWE, in his furvey of London, gives us a curious 

jnfl:ance of the hofpitality of the ancient ncbility in this 

period: It is taken from the account of th~ cofferer or 

fteward of Thomas e;:rl of Lancafe£r, and contains the 

expences of that earl during the year 13 I 3· For the 
pantry, buttery, and kitchen, 3405 pounds. For 369 
pipes of red wine, and two of white, 104 pounds, &c. 
'rhc whole 7309 poumls; that, is near 22,000 pounds of 

our pre!ent m on y ; and m:1ki!1g allowance for the cheap· 

JH.:fs of commodities, near a hundred thouf:md pounds. 

I HAVE feen. a French manufcript, containing ac

counts of fomc private di!buriements of this king. There 
;vas an article, among others, of a crO\vn paid to one for 

making the king laugh. To judge by the events of the 
reign, this ought not to h:l\'(; been an cafy undertaking. 

'"fHrs kiag left four children, two fons and tWQ 

dau ..... htcrs: Edward; his eld H: ion and fucccfTor; John, 
created afterwards earl of Cornwa1, who died young at 

Perth; J anc, aftcrw~uds married to David Brucc, king 

of Scotlct11d ; and Elcanor, married to Rcginald, count of 

Guc-llrcs. 
\ 

t :Yp()J. !'<enft. p. 503• 
'Mud.muth, p. 51. 

T. de h Mote, p. 594• Trive;, cont. P· ~t. 
u Y11od, Neuft. p. 504• 



( 37I ) 

CHAP. XV. 

EDWARD Ill. 

War with Scotland-Execution of the Earl of Kent 
--Execution of Mortimer, earl of March
State of Scotland-War with that kingdom
King's claim to the crown of Frcnce --Prepara
tions for war with Prance---War--Naval 

victory --Domejlic dijlurbrmces -- /Jffair s of 
Brittany--Renewal of the wcr with France-
Invafion of Prance--Battle of Crecy--War 
with Scotland-Captivity of the King of Scots 
-Calais taken. 

T fiE violent party, which had taken arms againfr c H A P. 

Edward II. and finally depofed that unfortunate xv. 
monarch, deemed it tequifitc for their futu:-c fccurity to ~ 
pay fo far an exterior obeifance to the law, a::; to dcfirc azoth Jan. 
parliamentary indemnity for all their illegal proceedings ; 
on account of the neceffity, which, it was prctendeJ, 

they lay under, of employing force ag:tinfi the SpcnfLrs 
and other evil counfellors, enemies of the kin.;do::n. 

All the attainders alfo, which had pa!E~d e2gainfl the earl 
of Lanca{ter and his adherents, when the chance of war 

turned againft them, were cafily reverfed <.luring the tri-
umph of their party "'; and the Spcnfers, whofe former 
attainder had been reverfed by parliament, \Vere now 
z.g:tin, in this change of fortune, condemned by the votes 
of their enemies. A council of regency v,r::.s li1~.ewi!e 
zppointeJ by parliament, confifting of twelve per.ons ; 
five prcl<J.tes, the archb.iihops of Canterbury anJ Y er}.:, 

'~ !?..ymer, vol. iv. p. ~45, 257, ~ss, &c • 
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c H A P.the bifhons of \Vinch~fter, Worcdler, and Hereford; and 

~ feven lay peeL, die e~rls of Ncrfolk, Y.c1,t, and Surrey, 
132.7· and the lords \Vakc, Ingham, Picrcy, and Rofs. The 

earl of Lancaftcr was appointed -guardian and protector 

of the king's perfon. But though it w:1s reafonable to 

expeCt, that, as the wcakncfs of the former king had 
given reins to the licentioufncfs of the barons, great do

meflic tranquillity wouid not prevail during the prefcnt 

minority; the firft difturbance arofe from an invafion 
mad\:! by foreign enemies. 

,Var with THE king of Scots, declining in years and health, but 
Scotland. retaining frill that martial fpirit, which had raifed his 

nation from the lowcft ebb of fortune, deemed the pre
fc;nt opportunity favourable for infefting England. He 
firfl: made an attempt on th~ cafl:le of Nor ham, in which 

he was difappointed; he then collccred an army of zs,ooo 
men on the frontiers, and having gi\·en the command' to 

the earl of Mu!·ray and lord Douglas, threatened an in
curfion into the northern counties. The Englilh regency, 

after trying in vain every expedient to refrore peace with 

Scotland, made vigorous preparations for war ; and be
fides affembling an Englilh army of near fixty thoufand 

men, they invited back John de Hainault, and fome fo

reign cavalry, whom they had difmiffed, and whofe dif

cipline and arms had appeared fuperior to thofe of their 

own country. Young Edward himfelf, burning with a 
paffion for military fame, appeared at the head of thefe 

numerous forces; and marched from Durham, the ap· 
pointed place of rendezvous, in quefl: of the enemy, who 

had already broken into the frontiers, and were laying 

C\'ery thing wafie around th~m. 
~1URRAY and Dougla~ were the two moft celebr:1ted 

varriors, bred in the lon2; hofl:ilities between the Scots 

and Engliih; and thcir forces, trai~cd in the fame fchool, 

and enured to hardfuips, fatiaues, and dangers, were 
0 '/'. 

perfeCtly qualified, by their h?.bits and n~anner of lur, 
" for 



EDWARD ITI. ..., ... ,., 
..); ) 

for that defultory and deil:rutl:ive war, which they car- c B ·~~~· 
ried on againfi the Englifu. Except a body of about ....,....,,...._, 
4000 cavalry, well armed, and fit to make a il:eady im- 1 3'-7• 

prcffion in battle, L~e rcfi of the army were light armed 
troops, mounted on fmall horfes, whid1 fuund fubfiitance 
every wl1ere, and carried them with rapid and unexpected 
marches, whether they meant to commit depredations on 
the peaceable inhabitants, or to attack an armed enemy, 
or to retreat into their own country. Their whole equi-
page confiil:ed of a bag of oat-meal, which, as a fuppl y 
in cafe of neceffity, each foldier carried behind him; 
together with a light plate of iron, on which he inil:antly 
baked the meal into a cake, in the open fields. But his 
{:hief fubfifiance was the cattle which he feized; and his 
cookery was as expeditious as all his other operations. 
After Reaing the animal, he placed the fkin, loofe and 
hanging in the form of a bag, upon fame ftakes ; he 
poured water into it, kindled a fire below, and thus 
~nade it [erve as a caldron for the boiling of his viCl:uais "• 
, THE chief difficulty which Edward met with, after 

compofing fome dangerous frays, which broke out be
~ween his foreign forces and the Englifh r, was to come 
1p with an army fo rapid in its marches, and fo little 

:ncumbered in its motions. Though the flame and fmoke 
!Jf burning villages directed him fufficiently to the place 
pf their encampmer~t, he found, upon hurrying thither, 
~hat they had already dinodged ; and h ... foon difcovered, 
py new marks of dcvail:ation, that they had removed to 
fome difiant quarter. After haraffing his army during 
fome time in this fruitlefs chace, he advanced northwards, 
and croffed the Tyne, with a refolution of awaiting 
them on their return homewards, and taking vengeance 
for all their depredations z. But that whole country was 
;already fo much waited by their frequent incurfion!:', that 

x Fri>iffard, liv, iv, chaF• 18. 
Jiv. iv. chlp, 19. , . 

Y Ibid. liv. i. chap. 17. :c. !Lid. 
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c H A P. it could not afford fubfifiance to his army; and he was 
XV 

'--v~ obliged again to return fouthwards, and change his plan 
· IJl-7· of operations. He had now loft all track of the enemy; 

and though he promifed the reward of a hundred pounds 

a year to any one who iliould bring him an account of 
their motions, he remained unatl:ive fome days, before 

he received any intelligence of them a. He found at lafr, 

that they had fixed their camp on the fouthern banks of 

the Were, as if they intended to await a battle;· but 

their pruder:t leaders had chofen the ground with fuch 
judgment, that the Engliili, on their approach, faw it 

impratl:icable, without temerity, to crofs the river in 
their front, and attack them in their prefent fituation. 
Edward, impatient for revenge and glory, here fent them 

a defiance, and challenged them, if they dared, to meet 

him in an equal field, and try the fortune of arms. The 

bold fpirit of Douglas could ill brook this bravade, 

and he advifed the acceptance of the challenge; but he 

was over-ruled by J\!Iurray, who replied to Edward, that 

he never took the counfel of an enemy in any of his ope· 

rations. The king, therefore, kept frill his pofition oppo
iite to the Scots; and daily expected, that neceiiity would 
oblige them to change their quarters, and give him an 
opportunity of overwhelming them with fuperior forces. 

After a few days, they fuddenly decamped, and marched 
farther up the river; but frill pofred themfelvcs in fuch 
a manner, as to prefave the advantage of the ground, if 
the enemy lhould venture to attack them b. Edward in· 

fifl-ed, that all .hazards lhould be run, rather than allo\V 

thefe ravagers to efcape with impunity; but :Mortimer's 
authority prevented the attack, and oppofed itfelf to the 

valour of the young mona:·ch. \Vhile the armies lay in 
this pofition, an incident happened which had well nigh 
proved fatal to the Englilh. Douglas, having got"the 

a Rymt>r, vol. iv. P• 312.. frcilfard, liv, iv. chap. 19.. ·b Froif· 
farJ, liv, iv. ch:1p. IQ• 

word~ 
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word, and furveyed exactly the fituation of the Englit'h C ~~. P. 

(:amp, entered it fecretly in the night-time, with a body ~~----' 

of two hundred determined foldiers, and advanced to 13!7• 

the royal tent, with a view of killing or carrying off the 

king, iu the midft of his army. But fome of Edward's 

attcndaHts, awaking in that critical moment, made rcfifi:-

ance; h'is chaplain and ch~mbcrlain facrificed their lives 

for his [tfe:y; the king himfelf, after making a valorous 

defence, efcaped in the dark : And Douglas, having loft 

the greatefr part of his followers, was glad to make a 

haily retreat with the remainder c, Soon after, the Scot-

tifh army decamped without noife in the dead of night; 

and ha.ving _thus got the ftart of the Englilh, arrived 

without farther lof~ in thc"ir own count )'· Edward, on 

entering the place of the Scotti!h encampment, found 

only fix Englifhmcn, v.rho1:1 th~ enemy, after breaking 

their legs, had tied to trees in order to prevent their 

carrying any intdligcncc to th(.'ir countrymen d. 

THE king was hirrhly inccntcd at the difappointmcnt, 

which he had met with, in his firfi enterprize, and at the 

he~td .of io gallant an <...rrny. The fymptoms, which he 

had difcovered of bravery ;lnd fpirit, ga\'C extreme fati -

faCtion, aad were regarded a:s furc prognofiics of an illu..: 

ftrious reign: But the ?"encral di(p!cafure feU violently on 

MOJ·timcr, who was already the object of public odium : 

And cvc.'ry meafure, which he pm·fued, tended to aggra

vate, b~yond a.ll bounJs., the hatred of the t:lation both 

a6~inic him and q uee 1 I Cibe b. 
\rH EN the cctr;Kil of regency was formed, 11ortimcr, 

thou;!-1 in the plt~nitude of hi<.: power, had taken no care 

to cnfu:·c a place i1. i ; but .. ! !s fer.ihL:ncc c,f moderatinr1 

~ ~ ot,ly a co\'--r u th·· wH iH~quit(,us and 111 ft a.mbi

tious pn:jed:~. He rewlt.n... tl1 ~1t council cnti1ely ufi.· lcf~ 

c Fro:!f.,rd, liv. jv. chal'• '9· Hr.min~lord, p. z6g. Ypc.J. Ncull. p. _sog, 

: ny6h'on, t'• zss~. u FtoifJ:;~,J, l••· iv, thal'• ~~. 
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c ~~. P. by ufurping to himfclf the whole fovercign authority,; 
•••. .r,,''''-<J he fettled on the q ucen-dowager the greater part of the 

lP7· royal revenues; he ne~'er confulted either -the princes of 
the blood, or the nobility in any public meafure; the 
king himfelf was fo befieged by his creatures, that no ac. 
cefs could be procured to him ; ~md all the "envy, which 
had attended Gavafl:on and Spenfer, fell much more de-

Jp8. 
f_. I 

fervedly on this ne\Y favourite, · ' 
. . 

M oR TIMER, fenfible of t~e growing hatred of thy 
people, thou~ht it requifite, on any terms, to fecure 
peace abroad ; · a~d he entered into a negociation witq 
Robert Bruce for that purpofe: As the claim of fuperi

ority in England, more than any other caufe, ~ad tendeq 
to inflame the animofities between the two nations, M or: 
timer confented to refign abfolutely this pretenfion, to 
give uiJ . all the homages done by the Scottifu parliamen~ 
and nobility, and to acknowledge Robert as indcpendant 
fovercign of Scotland c. In return for thcfe advantages, 

Robcrt fl:ipulated only the payment of 3o,ooo marks to 
England. · This treaty was ratified by p~rliament f; but 
was neverthelefs the fourcc of great difcontent among the 
people; who, having entered zealoufly into the preten
fions of Edward I. and deeming thcmfclves difgraced by 
the fucccfsful refifiance made by fo inferior a nation, were 
(1ifappointcd by this treaty, in all future hopes both of 
conq uefi and of vengeance. 

THE princes of the blood, Kent, Norfolk, and Lan
cafrer, were much united in their councils; and Morti
mer entertained great fufpicions of their defigns againfl: 
him. · In fummoning them to parliament, he ftricHy 
prohibited them, in the king's name, from coming at· 
tended by an armed force, an illegal but ufual pracrice 
in that age. The ~hree earls, as they approached to 

e Rymer, P• 337• Heming, p. Z10• Anon, Wift, p. 391.. f Ypnd, 
Neuft. p. 5!0, 
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alifbury, the plaGe appointed for the meeting of parlia- C ~v~ P~ 

ment, found, that, though they themfelves, in obedience ~ 
~o the king's commat~d, had brought only their ufual ~3~8. 

retinue with them, Mortimer and ~is party were attended 

by al( their followers in arms ; and they began with fome 
reafon to apprehend a da~1gerous defign again!l their per-
fons. They therefore retreated, afTembled their retainers, 
and were returning with an army to take vengeance on 
Mortimer; when the weak~efs of Kent and Norfolk, 
who dcferted the common caufe, obliged Lanca!ler alfo 
to make h;s fubmiffions g. The quarrel, by the interpo-
fition of the prelates, feemed for the prefent to be ap-
peafed. 

BuT l\1ortimer, in order to intimidate the princes, 1 32.9, 

~etermined to have a viB:im; and the fimplicity, with 
the good intentions of the earl of Kent, afTordcd him 

foon after an opportunity of praetifing upon him. By 
himfelf and his emiffaries, he endeavoured to perfuade 
that prince, that his brother, king Edward, was fl:ill 
alive, and detained in fome fecret prifon in England. 
The earl, whofe remorfcs for the part which he had aB:cd 

againfi the late king, probably inclined him to give cre-
:dit to this intelligence, entered into a defign of refioring 
him to liberty, of re-infrating him on the throne, and 
of thereby making fome atonement for the injuries which 

he himfelf had unwarily done him n. After this harmlefs 1330. 

contrivance had been allowed to proceed a certain length, 
the earl was feized by Mortimer, was accufed before the 
p:trliament, and condemned by thofe flaviih, though tur-

bulent barons, to lofe his life and fortune. The queen 9th March~ 

and Mortimer, apprehenfive of young Edward's lenity~"~~~t~:~ 
towards his uncle, hurried on the execution, and the of Kent. 

prifoner was beheaded next day: But fo general was the 

~ Knyghton, p. ~554• h Avdbury, p. S. Anon, Hift. p. 395• 
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c U A P. affc.Cl:ion borne to him, and fuch pity prevailed for his 
XV'" unhappy fate, that though peers had been eafily found to 
~ 

l.Jlo. conJemn him, it was evening bcf~rc his enemies coulc! 
find an executioner to perform the office i, 

THE earl of Lancafi:er, on pretence of his afrcnt to 

this confpiracy, was foon after thrown into prifon: 

Many of the prelates and nobility were p!"ofecuted: Mor. 
timer employed this engine to cruili all h:s enemies, and 
to enrich himfelf and his family by t~1e forfeitures. The 
efl:ate of the earl of Kcat was feized for his younger fon, 
,Geoffrey: The immenfe fortunes of the Spenfers and their 
;1dherents were mofrly converted to his own ufe: H~ 

affeCted a ftate and dignity equal or fupcr:or to the 
royal: His power became formidable to every one: His 

illegal praCtices were daily complained of: And all 

part\es, forgetting pail animofities, confpired in their 
,hat,re_d of J.\1ortimcr. 

IT !-Vas impoffibk~ that ~hefe abllfes could long efcapc 
the obferv.ation of a prince, endowed with fo much fpirit 
~nd j.udgn~e.nt as yo';Jng Edw:ud, who, being r.ow il} his 
eighteenth ye:,:r, at~d feeling himfelf capable of govern
ing, repiq~d at being held in fetters by this infolent 

minifrer. But fo rnuch was he furr-?undcd by t~1e emif
faries of MOi:·timer, that i.t behoved him to _<:onduCl: the 

projeCt for fubvertir!g him, with the fame fccre.cy and 
precaution, as if he had been forming a .confpiracy againi 

his fovereign. He communicated his intentions to lord 
Mountacute, who enp-aaed the lords lVIolins and Clirrord, 

0 b 

Sir John Nevil of Hornby, Sir Edwanl Bohun, Uftord, 
and others, to enter into their yje,vs ; and the caftle of 
Nottingham was chofen for the fee ne of the enterprize. 
The queen-dowager and IVIortimer lodged in that fort::
re(s : The king alfo was ·admitted, though with a few 
~nl y of his attendants : And ;:s the cafile was firicHJ 

Ypoc!. Neuft, p. src. Kr.yghtcn, P· ~555· 

guarJc~• 
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guarded, the gates locked every evening, and the keys C H A P. 

d h 
. b Ir . XV. 

carne to t e queen, 1t . ecame necenary to commum- ....__;_.,_..._ 

cate the defign to Sir William Eland, the governor, who 133o• 

zea!oufly took part in it. By his direction, the king's 

affociates were admitted through a fubterraneous paflage, 

which had formerly been contrived for a fecret outlet 

from the cafile, but was now buried in rubbi!h; and 

Mortimer, without having it in his power to make refifi-1 

ance, was fuJdenl y feized in an apartment adjoining to 

the queen's k. A p:1rliament was immediately fummoned 

f-or his condemnation. He was accufed before that af-

fembly of having ufurped regal power from the council 

of regency, appointed by parliament; of having procured 

the death of the late king ; of having deceived the earl 

of Kent into a confpiracy to refiore that prince; of 

h::i.ving folicited and obtained exorbitant gra~1ts of t~e 
royal dcmc ncs; of having diffipated the public treafure; 

vf fecreting for his own ufe 20,000 marks of the money 

pai by the king of Scotland ; and of other crimes and 

mifdemcanors 1• The parliament condemned him, from Exe<:'utioq. 

h 
r. r. d . f h f: .n. . h . I or Morti-t ~ 1uppote notoncty o t e al:.tS, w1t out tna , or m"r. 

hearing his anfwer, or examining a witnefs ; and he was zgth. Nov~ 

hanged on a gibbet at th~ Elmes, in the neigh~1o•.trhool 

of Londcm. I~ is remarkable, that this fcnt~nce -vvas qe:tr 

twenty years after revcrfed by parliam~nt, in favour of 

l\1ortimcr's fon ; and the rcafon affigncd \Yas the illegal 

manner of proceeding m. 1"'hc principles of law and 

jufric~ were cfrablifucd in England, not in fuch a degree 

a.s to prevent any iniquitous fcntcncc againfi :-:. pcrfon oh

noxious to the rulins party ; but fuffi~'itnt, on the return 

of his credit, or that of his f:-icnds, to fcrvc a~ a rcafotl 

or pretence for its n:verfal. 

k Aveibury, p. g. I Brad/! A r'• N•'. R3. Anl)n. Hi(!. p . ~9;, 

$~3. K,1yghton, p. zss6. 1u Co~ton;s .-\~rh~~. f· Ss, &!J. 
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c H A P. JUSTICE was alfo executed by a fentence of the houfe 
XV, r f h . r. . . . I ~ of peers, on wme o t e Intenor cnmma s, particularly 
133

1
• on Simcn de Bercford: But the barons, in that act of 

jurifdiCl:ion, entered a proLfr, that, though they had tried 
Bereford, who was none of their peers, they fhould not 
for the future be obliged to receive any fuch indictment, 
The queen was confined to her own houfe at Rifings 
near London : He~ revenue was reduced to 4000 pounds 
a yearn : And though the king, during the remainder of 
her life, paid her a decent vifit once or twice a year, file 
never was able to reinfl:a~e ~erfelf in any credit or au
thority. 

Enw ARD, having now takeJ?, the reins of government 
jnto his own hands, applied himfelf, with induihy and 
judgment, to redrefs all thofe grievances, which had ei. 
ther proceeded from waf!t of authority in the crown, or 
from the late abufes of it. He iffued writs to the judges, 

enjoining them to adminifl:er jufl:ice, without paying any 
regard to arbitrary orders from the minifrcrs : And as the 
robbers, thieves, murderers, and criminals of all kinds, 
had, during the courfe of .public convulfions, multiplie~ 
to ari enormous degree, and were openly protected by the 
:>reat barons, who made ufe of them againil their enemies? 
the king, after exacting from the peers a folemn promife 
in parliament, that they would break off all connexions 
1.-vith f~ch malefactors o, fet himfelf in earneil to ~medy 
the evil. Many of thefe gangs had become fo numerous, 
<1s to require his own prefence to difperfe them; and he 
exerted both courage and indufl:ry in executing this falu
tary office. The minifters of jufl:ice; from his example, 
employed the utmofl: diligence in difcovering, purfuing, 
and punifhing the criminals ; and this difordcr was by 
degrees correCl:ed, at leafl: palliated; the ~tmofl: that could 

n Cotton'sAbridg, p. Io, o Cotton's Abridg. 
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oe expected with regard to a Jifeafe, hitherto inhc-tcn lll C 1-t A P • 
.fl_ XV. 

the conuitution. .....,.......,, 
IN proportion as the government acquired authority· a 1

33H 

home, it became formidable to the neighbouring nations; 
and the ambitious fpirit of Edward fought, anll foon 
found, an opportunity of exerting itfelf. The vife and State of 

valiant Robert Bruce, who ht:.d recovered by arms the in- Scodand. 

dependancy of his country, and had fixed it by the lafi: 
treaty of peace ''ith England, foon after died, and left 
David his fon, a minor. under the guardianfhip of Ran-
clolf, earl of Murray, the companion of all his vicrories. 
It had been fiipulated in this treaty\. that both the Scot-
tifh nobility, who, before the commencement of the wars, 
enjoyed lands in England, an& the Englifn who inherited 

~fiates in Scotland, ihould be reftored to their refpetl:ive 
poffeffions P : But though tl1is ~rticle had been executed 

pretty regularly on the part of Edward, Robert, who ob-
ferved that the efrates, c!aimed by Engli!hmen, were much 
more numerous and valuable than the other, either 
thought it dangerous to admit fo many fecret enemies 
into the kingdom, or found it difficult to wreft from his 
own follower:; the poil"effions befrowed on them as the rf!~ 
ward of their fatigues and dangers : And he had protracred 
the performance of his part of tlie fiipulatic,n. The Eng-
lifh nobles, difappointed in their expeCtation, began to 
think of a remedy; and as their influence was great in 

the north, their enmity alone, even though unfupported 
by the king of England, became dangerous to the minot 
prince, who fuccecded to the Scottifh throne. 

Enw ARD BALIOL, the [on of that John, who was. I3J%• 

crowned king of Scotland, had been detained fo~ne time 
a prifoner in England after his father was relcafed; but 
having alfo obtained his liberty, he went over to France; 

P Rymer, vol. iv. p. 384. 
and 
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c H A P. ar.d refidcd in Normandy, on his patrimonial eflate in 
XV. h . h h h f .. "'--,.--J t at country, Wit out any t. oug ts o. rev1vmg the claims 
J33:1.~ of his family upon the crown of ucotland. His preten • 

.fions, hov;cvcr plaufible, had been fo fl:renuoufiy abjured 
by the Scots, and rejected by the Engli!h, that he was 
univerfall y regarded as a private perfon; and he h~d been 
thrown into prifon on account of fome private offence, 
')[which he vvas accufed. Lord Beaumont, a great Eng
iifh baron). who, in the right of his wife, claimed the earl
dom of Buchan in Scotland CJ, found him in this 'fitua
tion ; and deeming him a proper infirument for his 
purpofe) made fuch intereft with the king of France

1 
who was not aware of the confequenccs,' that he reco
vered him his liberty; and brought him over with him to 
England. 

'l.,HE injured nobles, poife!fed of fuch a head, began 

now to think of vindicating their rights by force of arms; 
and they applied to Edward for his concurrence and 
affifl:ance. But there were feveral reafons, which deterred 
the king from openly avowing their enterprize. In his 
treaty with Scotland, he had entered into a bond of 
20,000 pounds, payable to the pope, if within four years 
he violated the peace; and as the term was not yet elapfed, 
he dreaded the exacting of that penalty by the fovcreign 
pontifl~ who poffeffed fo many means of forcing princes 
to make payment. He was alfo afraid, that violence and 
injufrice would every where be imputed to him, if he 
attacked v:ith fuperior force a minor king, and a brother
in-law, wh0fe indepcnd::>..nt title had fo lately been ac
knowledged by a folemn treaty. And as the regent of 
Scotland, on every demand which had been made of ref
titution to the Englii11 b.-.!.'ons, had always confeifed the 

ju:fiicc of their claim, and had only giyen an cvafive an· 
fwcr, grou~1ded CI plau:fiblc pretences, Edward refolvcd 

'i Rymer, \OI. iv. p zsr. 
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ED\VARD Itt 

not to proceed to open violence, but to employ like arti- c 
fices againft him. He fecretly encouraged Daliol in his 

cnterprizc ; connived at his affembling forces in the 
11orth; and gave co~ntenJ.nce to the noblcs, who were 

difpofed to join in the· attempt. A force of near 2500 

men was inlified under Baliol, by U mfreviHe ~rl of An

gus, the lorJs Beaumont, Fcrrars, Fitz-warin, Wake, 

StaB:Ord, Talbot, and :t'v1oubray. As thefe adventurers 

apprehended, th::.t the frontie:-s woulJ be ftrongly armed 

and guarded, they refol ·cd to m::tke their attack by fea ; 

and having embarked at Ravcnfpur, they reached in a 

few d3.ys the coatl: of Fife. 

ScoTLA~:'D was at that time in a \lery different fitaa

tion from that in which it had appeared under the vicro

rious Robert. Beficles the lofs of that great monarch, 

whofe genius and author;ty preferved entire the whole 

political fabric, and maintained an union among the un

ruly barons, Lord Douglas, impatient of rdl, h~d gone 

over to Spain in a crufr1de againfr the l\1oors, ~nd had 

there periihed in battler: The earl of Murray, who had 

long een declining througl :16e ::md infirmities, haJ latd y 
died, and had been fuccceJed in the regency by Donald 

e:1rl of Marre, a man of much inftrior talents : The mi

litary fpirit of the Scots, thvugh frill unb:oken, '"'as left 

without a proper ry idance and di reCtion: And a 1 .. inor · 

king fcemed ill qualified to defend an inheritance, which 

it had required a11 the col!fummate valour and abilities Jf 
his father to a~quirc ai cl mainLti,1. But as the Scot~ 

were apprized of the intendeJ 1n\'atlo , great number .... , 

on the appearance of the Eng!ifh fleet, immediately r::tll 

to the !hore, in order to pre •ent the landing of th::: !~c

my. B~.liol had ;·a] our and aft · •ity, and he dro\ t; bclc1• 

the Scot::; with confid rable luf- •. He marched w 1 wad 

r F10:fTarJ, liv 1 chao, 11 • s H~ming, p. ~ ;- :t. W Hing, 

• r 3 r. K yghron; p. zs6~. 

int<> 
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c H A P • in to the heart of the country ; flattering himfelf that the XV. 
t.:-.--> ancient partizans of his family would declare for him. 

1 33~· But the fierce animofity1 which had been kindled between 
the two nations, infpiring the Scots with a firong preju
dice againfr a prince fupported by the Englifh, he was 

' regarded as a common enemy; and the regent found no 
difficulty in aifembling a great army to oppofe him. If 
is pretended, that 1vbrre had no lcfs than 40,000 men 
under his banners; but the fame hurry and impatience, 

. that made him collect a force, which from its greatnsf, 
was fo difproportioned to the occafon, rendered all his 
motions unfkilful and imprudent. 'rhe river Erne ran 
between the two armies; and the Scots, confiding in that 
fecurity, as well as in theit great fuperiority of numbers~ 
kept no order in their encampment. Baliol paffed the 
river in the night-time; attacked the unguarded and un-

nth Aug. difciplined Scots ; threw tliem into confufiori, which was 
encreafed by the darknefs and by their very nmhbers to 
which they trufred; and he beat them off the field with 
great Daughter t. But in the morning, when the Scou 
were at fome dill:ance, they were a!hamed of having 
yielded the victory to fo weak a foe, and they hurried 
back to recover the honour of the day. Tl1eir eager paf.; 
fions urged them precipitately to battle, without regard 
to fome broken ground, which lay between them and the 
enemy, and which difordered and confounded their ranks; 
Baliol feized the favourable opportunity, advanced his 
troops upon them, prevented them from rallying, and 
anew chaced them off the field with redoubled flaughter. 
There fell above I 2,000 Scots in this acrion; and among 
thefe the Hower of their nobility; the regent himfelf, the 
earl of Carric, a natural fon of their late king, the earls
Q[ Athole and Monteitb, lord Hay of Errol, confl:able,· 

and the lords Keith and Lindfey. The lofs of the Eng· 

t Knyghton, P• :z.s6r, 



l'fh fcarcely excecckd thirty men ; a fiwng proof; among c I~ ~ P. 

many others, of the miferable fiate of military difcipline '-~ 
in thofe ages u. 1332. 

BALIOL foon after h1ade himfeif mafter of Perth i but 

F.:ill was not able to bring over any of the Scots to his 

party. Patric Dunbar, earl of March, a.:1d Sir Archi

ba.ld Douglas, brother to the lord of tl1at name, appeared 

at the lead of the Scottilh armies, which amounted :£tilt 

to near 40,oco men; and they propofcd to reduce Baliol 

and the Englifh by famine. ,...fhey block;-.dcd Perth by 

land; they colleCted fome vclfels with which they in

vdled it by water: But Baliol's /hips attacking the Scot.:. 

tiih fleet, gained a complete viCtory; anJ opened the 

comm:.tnication between Perth and the fea w. The Scotch 

armies were then obliged to difperfe thcmfclvcs for want 

of pay ansl fubfifience: The nation was in effe~c fubdued 

hy a handful of men : Each :lobleman, who fcur.d him

felf mofr expofed to danger, fucceffively fhbm:acd to 

Baliol ~ That prince was crowned 2.!: Scor.e : Dav!d, 27th Sept. 

his competitor, was fent over to France with his be-
trothed wife, Jane, fiRer to Ed vard: And the heads of 

his party fued to Baliol for a truce, which he granted 

·them, in order to dfcmb!c a. p:-~diament in tranquillity; 

and have his title recognizt.J by the whole Scottifl 
na .. ion. 

Bur Baliol's iinpradenc:e er his neceffitic:; m~king him 

lifmifs the greatefr part of his Eng!i:fh fol!owcrJ, he 
was, notwit!1£bnding the truce, attacked of a f•.tdd-n 

near Annan by Sir Archibald Douglas, and other chief

lins of that party; he Wa ro I ed; his brother ] ohn B~
}io} w.ls !bin; he himfelf was chaced into E!:~br.d in a 

u Heming. p. 173· \\"alCng. p. qr, Xnyt.l.tor., p. z;6r. 

w Heming, p. 273• Knyshtvn, p. 156r, 

VoL. II. Cc n!fer~.bk 
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c n A P. miferable condition; and thus loil: n; h.:11e , 1 re· 
~v. vclution as fldckn as that hy \Vhi h he had acqu;. d it. 

~-.·· 
1333 . Yv.,.!HLE Bali 1 enj oyed his fhort- lived and precarious 

,~l.H 111ith 
''ctland. 

royalty, h-.. ho:.J be n fenfible, that, without the protection 

of Enghnd, it would be impoffiblc for him to maintain 

pofleil on of the throne ; and he had fecrctly fcnt a mef
f<1ge to Etlw:1:-d, ofFering to acknov.,rlcdgc his fuperiority, 

to renr..:v: the homage for his crown, and to cfpoufc the 

pri1 cefs J :m~, if the popc'B confent could be obtained, for 

di.fr l ,;nb her formu marriage, ·which was not yet con-
fumh!atcJ. Edv>'ard, ambitious of rcco 'Cring that im
Fort:u~!: co!1cdlion, made by Mortimer during his mino

r:ty, threw ofF all fcruples, and willingly accepted the 

fFcr; but :1s the dethroning of Baliol had rendered this 

:fl:ipubtion of 11:> effeCt-, the king prepared to re-infratc 

him in poffcf!"icn of the c own ; an enterprize, which ap
peare f ·om late experience fo cafy and fo little hazard

ous. As he po!1cffed m::'.ny popular arts, he confulted his 
parli~ment en this occafion ; but that affe mbly, finding 

the rdolution already taken, declined giving any opinion, 

and m"lly gr:!nted him, in order to fupport the enterprize, 

an aid f a fifteenth, from the perfonal efiat s of the no
bility and gentry, and a tenth of the moveables of bo
roug 1s. And they added a petition, that the king would 
th ne< fvrth live en his own revenue, without grie.·ing his 

{1 ojects 1--y illegal taxes., or by the outrageous feizure of 

thci gco_;s in t c iha e of purveyance x . 

As the Scots e):pecred, that tl e chief brunt of the 
·war w~uld fall upon Bcrwic, Do•·glas, t e regent, threw 

a fironr_r garrifon it to that place under the command of 

Sir Vi!'iam. Kei h, an· he himfelf a1Temblcd a great army 

on the frontie.-~, read}• to penetrate into Eno-land, as foon 
. b 

1-t~dward f10uld "ha, e invefl:eJ that place. The Englifh 

I army 
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rmy was lcfs numerous, but better fupplicd with arms C ~..;_ P. 

and provifions, and retained in fl:riCl:er difcipline; and the ~ 
king, notwithftanding the valiant defence made by Keith~ 1 333• 

had in two months reduced the garrifon to extremity, and 
had obliged th;;m to capitulate : They engaged to furren-
der, if they were not relieved within a few days by their 
countrymen Y. This intelligence, being conveyed to the 
Scottifh army, which was preparing to invade rorthum-

berland, changed their plan of operations, m~d engaged 
t!1em to advance towards Berwic, and attempt the relief ot 
that important fortrefs. Douglas,\ ho h::td ever prop')fed 

to decline a pi ched battle, in which he was fenfiblc of the 
enemy'" fuperiority, and who ;ntended to have drawn out 
the war by L'!l::lll ikirmif'nes, and by mutually nwaging 
each other's.co··ntry, was forced, by the impatience of his 
troops, to· put the fate of the kingdom upon the ev" t of 

one day. ' attacked the Engli1h at Halidown-hi11, a rgth July. 

little north f Berwic; and though his heavy-armed ca-

valry difmounted, in ord r to rcrid r the action more 

il:eady and defperata, they were received with fuch valour 

by Edward, and were fo galled by the Engliih archers, 
that they were foon thrown into diforder, and on the h1Il 
of Dou;Ias, their general, were total! y r · e L T~.c 
whole army fled in confufion, and t 1e Englifh, but much 
more the Irifh, gave little quarter in the purfuit: All the 

nobles of chief difrincl:ion were either flain or taken pri-

foncrs : Near thirty thoufanJ of the Scots fell in th'! 
action : \tVhile the lofs of the Englifh amounted ot,ly to 

one knight, one efquir , and thirteen private foldiers: An 
inequality almoft incredible ' . 

AFTER this fatal blow, the Scottifh nobles had no other 
refource but in:ltant fubmi:fiion; and Edward, leaving · a 
confidcrable body with Baliol to complct~ the conqucft of 

Y 'Rymer, vol. iv. p. •64, 565, c;r6. z Heming. p z;s. :17n, 
tt77 . Knygh~OI, p. 255J· Ot erb rn~, p. JIS• 

Cc 2 the 
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c Hy A P. the kingdom, returned with the nmainder of his army to 

~ England. Baliol was .:ckno·.vledged king by a parlia-

I333· ment affembied at Edinburgh a; the fuperiority of England 

was again recognized ; many of the Scottifh nobility fwore 

fealty to Edward; and to comrlete the misfortunes of 

~hat nation, Baliol ceded Eerwic: Dunbar, Roxborough, 

Edinburgh, and all the fouth-earl: counties of Scotland, 

which were declared to be for ev~r :mncxed to th~ Eng

ii.fh monarchy b, 

1334. lF Baliol, on his firfr appearance, was dreaded by the 

Scots, as an infirument employed by England for the 

fubjecEo:.1 of the kingdom, this deed confirmed all their 
fufpicions, and rendered him tne objeB: of ur.iverfal hatred. 

Whatever fubmiffions they might be obliged to make, 

they coniiucred him, not as their prince, but as the dele

gate and confederate of their determined enemy : And 

neither the manners of the age, nor the fiate of Edward's 

revenue permitting him to maintain a fi:mding army in 

Scotland, the Englifh forces we,·e no fooner withdrawn, 

than the Scots revolted againfr Baliol, and returned to 

their former allegiance under Bruce. Sir Andrcw Mur
ray, appointed regent by the party of this latter prince, 

employed with fuccefs his valour and aB:ivity in many 

fmall but dcci.five attions again:H Baliol; and in a fhort 

time had almoft wholly expelled him the kingdom. Ed-
.1335, ward was obliged again to affemble an army and to 

march into Scotland : rfhe Scots, taught by experience, 

withdrew into their hills and faftneifes : He deflroyed the 
houfes .and ravaged the efi:ates of tho!e whom he cJlled 
rebels : But this confirmed tnem ftill farther in their ob

fEnate antipathy to England and to Baliol; and being 

now rendered d~fpcr:J.te, they ~were ready to take advan

tage, on the fi.rH: opportunity, of the retreat of their enemy, 

;. Rymar, vol, iv. p. 5~0, \ Ibid. p. 6I4· 
~nd 

3 
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nnd they foon re-conquered their country from the Eng- c H A P. 

liili. Edward made anew his appearance in Scotland ..;:::.;-..., 

with like fuccefs : He found every thing hoHiie in the 1336. 

kingdom, c::cept the fpot on which he was encamped : 
And though he marched uncontrouled over the low coun
tries, the nation itfelf was farther than ever from being 

broken and fubdued. Bdides being fupported by their 

pride and anger, pailions difficult to tame, they were en

courabcd, amidfr all their calamities, by daily promifes 

of relief from France; and as a war was now likely to break 

out between that kingdom and England, they had reafon 

to expect from this incident a great diverfion of that 

force, which had fo long oppr~ffed and ovenyhelmed 

them. 

\VE now come to a tranf.l[tion, on whtch depended .1337• 
' n. bl 1 f h' 1 d Ktng 

5 
toe mou. memora e events, not on y o t IS 4ong an claim to the 

active reign, but of the whole Englifh and French hif-Fcrown of 
~ ranee. 

tory, during more than a century; and it will therefore 
be neceffary to give a particular account of the fprings 
and caufes of it. 

IT had long been a prevailing opinion, that the crown 

of France could never defcend to a female; and as nations, 

in accounting for principl~s, which they regarded as fun

damental 'and as peculiar to themfelves, arc fond of 

grounding them rather on primary laws, than on blind 

cufrom, it had been ufual to derive this maxim from 4 

claufe in the Salian Code, the law of an ancient tribe 
among the Franks; though that claufe, when firicHy ex
amined, carries only the appearance of favouring this 

principle, and does not really, by the confeffion of the 

befr antiquaries, bear the fenfe commonly impofed upon it. 

But though pofitive law feems wanting among the .French 

for the excl ufion of females, the practice had taken place ; 

and the rule was efrabliilied beyond controvcrfy on fome 

~mcient as well as fome modern precedents. During the 

C c 3 firft 
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c H l P. fidl: race of the monarchy, the Franks were fo rude and 

~barbarous a people, that they \Vere incapable of fubmit-

1337; ting to a female reign; and in that period of their hifiory, 

there were fr2qucnt inHanccs of kings advanced to royalty 

in prejudice of females, who w re _related to the crown 

by nearer ccgrees of confanguinity. Thefc preccder:.ts, 

jo:ned to like caufes, had alfo cfl::ibli{hcd the male fuc

ceffion in tl!c fecond race; and though the inftanccs were 

neither fo f~·eauent nor fo certain during that period, the 

principle of excludino- the female line feems ftill to have 

prevailed, and to have direCted the conduc: of the nation. 

During the th:rd r:1ce, the crown had defcendcd from 

father to fon for eleven generations; from Hugh C2.pet to 

Lewis Hutin; ar:d thus, in faet, during the courfc of 

nine hunr!rcd ye2.rs, the French monarchy had always 

been governed by males, and no female and none dcfccnd

cd from females had ever mounted the throne. Philip the 

Fair, father of Lcwis Hu::in, left three fons, this Lewis, 

Philip tile Lo g, ~nd Charles the Fair, and one daughter, 

!fabella, queen of England. Lewis Hutin, the eldefr, 

left at his death o_ne daughter, by :Niargaret ftfl:er to Eudes, 

cluLe of Bt.trgundy; and as his queen was then pregnant, 

Philir, his younger l.rothcr, was appointed regent, till 

it fhould appe::..r w 1ether the child proved a fon or a 

daughter. rfhc queen bore a male, ,y, 0 lived only a 

few days : Philip was proclaimed king: And as tl c duke 

of Burgundy made fornc oppofition, :u:d affcrted the rights 

of his mere, the :Crates of th !-in -;doLl, by a folemn and 

deliberate dc.cr e, ga.ve her an exclufton, and declared all 

females ior ever inc~pablc f !ucceeding to the srown of 

'ranee. hiljp died c...fter a ihort reign, leaving three 

d;lUghters; :"tnd 1is rother, Charles, without difputc or 

controvcrfy, then fucceeded to the crown. The reign of 

Charles 'w. s o:lfo fhort : He left one daughter; but as his 

queen was pregnant, the next male heir was appointed 
regent, 
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rerrent, with a declared right of fuccelli n, if the i1ue c H A P. 
D . ... • • , • • .,. , • X:\r, 

lhould prove female. 1 h1s pnnce \'.'as Pmhp <.:e \' a10t[, t....--...--.J 

coufi.n gcrman to the dcccafe<.l king·; being the 10.:1 of 1 331· 

Charles de Valois, brother of Ph!lip the Fair. The 

queen of France was delivered of a daughter : The re-

gency cndeJ; and Philip de Valois was unanim ufly 

phccd on the throne of France. 

THE king of England, who \vas at tl at ti1 .e a youth 

of fifteen years of age, embraced a notion, th~'t he was 

'ntitled, in right of his 1 other, to the fuc cffion of the 

kingdom, an<.l that the claim of the ncphcv; w2.s prefer

able to that of the coufin german. 1'herc could not well 

be imagined a notion weaker or worfe grounded. The 

principle of excluding females v.ras of old an efca'Jliihed 

opinion in France, and had acquired equal ~uthority with 

the mofr exprcfs and pofi.tive law: It \Vas fup~)Ortcd by 

ancient precedents : It was confinr.ed by recent infl:anccs, 

folemnly and deliberately decided : And what pbced it 
tl:ill farther beyond controverfy; if EJward wa:; difpofed 

to queition its validity, he thereby cut off his own pre

tenfions; fince the three laft kings had all left daughters, 

who were frill alive, and who fl:ood bcfo1c him in the or

der of fuccefiion. He was therefor~ reduced to affcrt, 

that, though his mother, Ifabclla, v1as, on acco1 nt of 

her fcx, incapable of fucceeding, he himfclf, who inhe

rited throucrh her, was liable to no fuch objeCtion, and 
0 . 

might cbi:n by th~ right of propinquity. 1 ut, bdidu; 

that this pretenfi.on was more favourable to Charles, king 

of Navarre, defc~nded f.::om the daug:1tcr of Lcv.,ris Hu-
·tin, it was fo contrary to the cihbli!hecl principles of 

fucceffion in every country of Europe b, \Vas fo repug

nant to the pra6hce both in private and pqblic inherit

ances, that no body in France thought of Eclward's 

c aim: Philip's title was univerfally recognized and ac-

li Froiffard, liv. I. chap. 4• 

Cc4 knowledged: 
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C H A P ·l:n.owledged c : And he never imagined, that he had a xv. 
v,........._. ~ompetitcr; much lefs, fo formidable a one as the king 

HF· pf England. 

BuT thougl~ the youthful and ambitious mind of Ed:: 
varJ had rafhly entertained this notion, he did not think 

proper to infift on his pretenfions, which mufi have im
~ediately involved him, on very unequal terms, in ;'! 

dangerous and implacable war with fo powerful a mo
narch. Philip was a prince of mature years, of great ex
perience, anc~ at that time of ~n cftabli!hed ch::rad:er both 
for pruden!=e and valour ; and by thefe circumfiances, as 
\vcll as by the internal union of his people, and their ac
quiefccnce in his "1-lndoubted nt;ht, he poffeffed every ad
v::mtage o·.-cr a r;..w yo!lth, newly r~ifc<.l, by injuftice a11d 
violence, to the government of the ~nofr i41traCl:able and 
~oft turbL+lent fubjects in Europe. But there immedi
~tcly occurred ~n incident, which required, that EdwarJ 
ihould either openly qeclare his pretenfi.ons, or for ever 
renounce ;:tnd abjure tl).em. He was fummoned to do ho
mage (or G uienne : Philip was preparing to compel him 
J:>y force 9f arm~ : T'4at country was in a very bad frate 
of dcfen~-c : And the forfeiture of fo rich an inheritance 
was, by the feudal l4w, the immediate confequence of 
his refufing or declining to perform the duty of a vaffal: 
l~dwaru therefore thought it prudent to fubmit to prefent 
neceffity: He went over to Amiens: Did hon::tgc to Phi
lip : And a::; there had arifen fome controverfy concerni~1g 
~he terms of this fubmiffion, he afterwards fent over a 
fc1·mal dcccl, in which he acknowledged that he owed 
liege homage to Fr~nce d ; which v:as in cffccr ratifying, 
?-nd that in the fhongefl: terms, Philip's title to th~ crown 
of th<j.t kingdom. His own claim indeed was fo unrea~ 
fonab~e, ~nd fo !~oroughly difavo\-ved by the whole French 

c Froiffard, liv. I. chap. :a. d Rymer, vol. iv. p. 477, 48r. 
~roiiT.rd, liv. i. ch3p. 25. Anon, Hill:. p. 394 . Walfipg. p. J~o. Mu .. 
~Imuth, p. 73• • · ' · , 

natio:1, .... ''\ 
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11atwn, that to inftfl: on it was no better than pretending c H A P. 

to the violent conquefi: of the kingdom; and it is probable~~~ 
that he would never have farther thought of it, had it not 1337. 

been for fomc incidents, which excited an animofity be-

~ween the two monarchs. 

RoBERT of Artois was defccnd2d from the blood royal 

of France, was a man of great character and authority, 

had efpoufcd Philip's fiftcr, and by his birth, talents, and 
crcJit was entitled to make the highefi: figure, and fill the 

moft important offices, in the monarchy. This prince 

had loft: the county of Artois, which he claimed as his 

birthright, by a fentence, commonly deemed in1quitous, 

of Philip the Fair; and he was feduced to att~mpt reco

vering pofieffion by an action, fo unworthy of his rank 
and character as a forgery c. ThP detection of this crime 

covered him with fhame and confufion : His brother-in

law not only aban~oned him, but profecutcd him with 

violence : Robert, incapable of bearing difgr2.ce, left the 
kingdom, and hid himfclf in the Low Countries : Being 

~haced from that retreat, by the au thority of Philip, he 
!=ame over to England ; in fpite of the French king's 
menace;; and rcmonfrrances, he was favourably received 
by Edward f; and was foon admitted into the councils 
and lhared the confidence of that monarch. Abandoning 
himfclf to all the movements of rage and defpair, he en

~\eavoured to revive the prepoffeffion entertained by Ed

ward in favour of his title to the crown of France, and 

even Battered him, that it was not impo11ible for a prince 

of his valour and abilities, to render his claim effetl:aal. 
'he kino- \vas the more difpoied ro hea:-ken to fuggefrions 

, b 

of this nature, becaufc he had, in {e\'eral particulars, found 
reaton to c.omplain of Philip's conduct wit~l regardtoGui
enne, and ~ecaufe that p!·incc had botl1 given proteCtion 

c Fro:ffml, liv. 1. chap. z9, 
f;:.rd, liv. 1, chap. Z7• 

f R)mer, vol. h·. p. 747• Froif-

to 
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C H A P. to the exiled David Bruce, and fupported, or at leafl: en ... 
~ couraged the Scots in their ihuggles for independancy. 

1337. Thus rcfentment gradually filled the breafts of both 
monarchs, and made them incapable of hearkening to 
any terms of accommodation, propofed by the pope, who 
never ccafed interpofing his good· offices between them. 

Philip thought, that he fhould be wanting to the firfl: 
princi plcs of policy, if he abanfioned Scotland : E(hvard 

pretended, th_ilt he mufl: relinqui{h all pretcni!ons to gc

nerofity, if he withdrew his proteCtion from Robcrt. 

The former, informed of fome preparations for hofiilities, 
which had been made by h1s rival• iffued a fcntence of 
felony and attainder againfl: Robert, and declared, that 
every vaflal of the crown, whether within or without the 
kingdom, who gave countenance to that traitor, would 
be involved in the fame fcntence ; a menace e:1fy to be 
underfl:ood : The latter, refolute not to yield, endca
vourul to form alliances in the Low Countries and on the 
frontiers of Germany, the only places from which he 
either coulJ make an cffcetual attack upon France, or 
produce fuch a diverfion as might fave the province of 
Gui: nne, which lay fo much cxpofed to the power of 

Philip. 

re para-
t! nns : r 
v r \~;i.h 

.f ranee, 

THE k:!1g bcsan with 01 cning his intentions to th" 
count of Hainault, his father-in-law; and having cn
gagcc.l him in Lis interc{h, he employed the good office 

and councils of that prince in drawing into his alliance 
the other fovcreigns of that neirrhbourhood. The duke 
of BrabaLt was in, uc cl, by his mediation, and by large 
ren!.tt:>.nces of money from England, to promite his con
curr nee 4 

: The a:: hbi£hcp of Cologn, the duke of Guel-
4res, the marquis of Julkrs, the count of Namur, the 
lords of F auc ucmont 2nd E:!'}uen, were engaged by like 
motives to embrace the Englifh alliance h. Thefe fove-

C Rymer, vol. iv. P· 7i1• h FroilTo.~rd, liv, 4· chap. zg, 33, 36. 

reign 
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reigns could fupply, either from their own fr"tes or from C IT A P. 

d · · 1 r t•k XV. the bor enng countnes, o-reat numuers or wall I e troops; ~ 
and naug~t was wanting to makP the force on that quar- 1 3.~7· 

ter very formidable but the acccffion of Flanders; \-vhich 
Edward procured by means fomewhat extraordinary and 
unufual. 

As the Flcmings w~re the fidl: people in the northern 
parts of Europe, that cultiv:1tcd arts and manufactures) 
the lower ranks of men .:mong them l1ad rifen to a degree 
of riches unknown clfewh re o thoie of their ibtion in 
that barbarous age; had acquired privileges anJ inde
pendance ; and began to emerge from that fiate of vaffal
age, or rather of flavcry, into which the common people 
had been univerfally thrown by the feudal infritutions. 
It was probably difficult for them to bring thci~ fovercign 
and their nobility to conform themfclvcs to the principles 
of law and civil government, fo much neglected in e'.·ery 
other country: It was impoffible for them to confine 
themfelves within the proper bounds in their oppofition 
and rcfentment ag<:infl: <'ny infl:ance vf tyranny : They 
had rifen in tumults : Had infulted the nobles : Had 
chaced their earl into F ranee : And delivering thcmfe}ves 
over to the guidance of a !i·dit"ous lead r, had been guilty 
of all that infolence and difordcr, to which the thought
lefs and cnnged popuLce arc fo n:.t eh inclined, wherever 
they are unfortunate enough to be their O\Vn maficrs i. 

THEIR prefcnt leader was J ames d' Arteville, a bre.,,·er 
in Ghent, who governed them with a more abfolute fway 
than had ever been affumed by any of their lawful fove
reigns : He placed and difplaced the magifirates at plea
fure : He was accompanied by a guard, who, on the leafl: 
fignal from him, initantly affaffinated any man that hap
pened to fall under his difpleafure : All the cities of Flan
ders were full of his fpies; and it was immediate death to 

i Froi1T.utd1 liv, 1. cfiap~ 30• Meyerus. 
give 
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c H A P. give him the frr.allcft umbrage: The few noble~, who 
xv. 1' d . . . 1 ~remained in the country, Iile m contmua terror from 
1 337• his violence: He fcizcd the db.tes of ail thofc whom he 

had either b:::.;,ifned or m~rdercd; and bcfrovving a part 

on their wives and children, converted the remainder to 
his own ufc k. Such wer the firft cfi:etts, which Europe 
faw, of popular violence; after having groaned, during 
fo many ages, under mona.:.-chical and ari:fl:ocratical ty
ranny. 

}AMES n'ARTEVILLE was the man, to whom Edward 
addreffed himfelf for bringing over the Flemings to his 
interefis ; and that prince, the moft haughty and mofr 
afpiring of his age, never courted any ally with fo much 
affiduity and fo many fubmiillons, as he employed towards 
this feditious and criminal tradefman. D' Arteviile, proud 
of thefe advances from the king of England, and fenfibie 
that the Flemings were naturally inclined to maintain 
connexions with the Engliih, who furniilicd them the 
materials of their woollen manufactures, the chief fource 
of their opulence, readily embraced the interefis of Ed
ward, and invited him O\'cr into the Low Countries. 
Edward, before he eptcred on this great enterprize, af
fected to conful~ his parliament, afk:ed their advice, and 
obtained their confent 1• And the more to ftrengthen his 
hands, he procured from them a grant of 20,000 fack 

1 
of wool; which might amount to above a hundred thou-
fand pounds : This commodity was a good inftrument 
to employ with the :Flemings; and the price of it with 
his German allies. He completed the other necelfary 
fums by loans, by pawning the crown jewe!s, by confif
cating or rather robbing at once all the Lombards, who 
now exercifed the invidious trade, formerly monopolized 
by the Jews, of lending on interefr m; and being attended 

k Froiifard, liv. I, ch:1p. 30. 

PI Dugd. B .. ro~. vol. ji, p. 146. 
I Cotton's Abridg. 
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by a body of Englifu forces, anJ by fcveral of his nobi- C ~: P. 

lity, he failed over to Flanders. ~ 

THE German princes, in order to jufl:ify their unpro- 1 33S• 

voked hofrilities againfr France, had required the fanB:ion 

of fome legal authority; and Edward, that he might 

give them fatisfatl:ion on this head, lud applied to 
Lewis of Bavaria, then emperor, and had been crc:1ted 

by him vicar of the empire; an empty tide, but which 

feemed to give him a right of commanding the fervice of 

the princes of Germany n. 'T'he Flemings, who were 

vaffals of France, pretending like fcruples with regard to 

the invafion of their liege lord; Edward, by the advice 

of d' Arteville, aifumed, in his commiffions, the title of 

king of France, and, in virtue of this right, challenged 
their affifl:ance for dethroning Philip de Valois, the ufurper 

of his kingdom o. This fiep, which, he feared, would 

defl:roy all future amity between the kingdoms, and beget 

endlefs and implacable jcaloufies in France, was n t 

taken by him without much reluctance and hefit::tt:cn: 

And not being in itfelf very j ufiifiable, it has in the iffue 

been attended with m:my miferies to both kingdom. From 

this period we may date the commencement of that great 
animofity, which the Engliih nation have ever iince born to 
the French, which has io vifible an influence on all future 

tranfaB:ions, and which has been, and continue. to be. 

the fpring of many ra{h ~nd prccipitat~ refolutions an.ong 

them. In all the preceding r.:.igns fincc the conqueft, the 

hofrilities between the two crowns had been only cafual 

and temporary; and as they had never been attended with 

any bloody or dangerous ev~nt, the traces of them were 
ea.fil y obliterated by lhe firfl: t!·eaty of pacification. 'The 
Engliih nobility and gentry valued th~mfclves on their 

n I.Troiffard, li.v. x. c1up. 35• 
P• 1 41• 
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c H A P. French or Norman extraction: They affected to emplof XV. 
__ the language of that country in all public tranfaCl:ions, 

1 333. <1ncl even in f<lmiliar convcrfation : And both the Englilh 

court ancl camp being ahvays full of nobles, who came 
from fome province or other of France, the two people 

were, during fome centuries, more intermingled toge
ther th~n ~u:y tvvo difl:inCl: nations, whom we meet with 

in hift"-{)ry. But the fatal pretenfions of Edward III. dif

folved all thefe connchions, and left the feeds of great 

animoiity in bot. cour1tries, cfpecially among the Eng
li!h. For it is ren,arkable, that this latter ·nation, though 

they were commonly the aggrcifors, and by their fuccefs 

and fituation were enabled to commit the mofc cruel inju

ries on th_ other, have always retained a frronger tincture 
or· n:::ticnal ::ntipathy; r:cr is their hatred retaliated on 

them to an equal degree by the French. That country 
lies i:: the middle of Europe, has been fucceffively en
gaged in hofrilities with all its neighbours, the popular 

prejudices Lave been diverted into many channels, and, 

among a pc'}pJe of iofter manners, they never rofe to a 
grc2.t hei;;ht againfi any parti~ular nation. 

Pr::ILIP ~nade great preparations ag£iinil the attack from 

the Englifh, and fuch as feemed more than fuffi.cient to 

fecurc h!m againft the danger. Beficles the concurrence 

of all t11c nobility in his own populous and \varlike king
dom, his foreign alliances were both more cordial and 
po,;v·crful than tho[c which were formed by his antagoniit. 

The pop~, who, at this t!me, lived in Avignon, was 

· dependant on France, and being difguHed at the connex

ions between Edward znd Levris of Bavaria, wnom he 

had <'Tccmmunicated, he em.braced with· zeal and Jince
rity the caufe of the French monarch. The king of N a
V2.rre, the duke of Britanny, the count of Bar were in 
the fame intc:d1s; and on the ficle of Germany, the king 

of BoLemia, the p~latine, the dukes of Lorraine and Au-

firia, 
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firia, the biiliop of Liege, the counts of Deuxpont, Vau- c H A P. 

dcmont, and G~neva. The allies of Edward were in ~~ 
themfelves weaker; and having no object, but his mo- 1 33'3• 

ney, which began to be exhaufred, they were flow in 

their motions and irrefolute in their meafures. The duke 1339_. 

of Brabant, the moft powerful among them, fcemed even 

inclined to withdraw himfelf wholly ·from t" .. c alliance; 

and. the king was necL.ffit~ted, both to give the Brabnn-
ters new privileges in traJc, and to contraCt his fon Ed-
ward with the daughter of that prince, ere he could bring 

him to fulfil his engagements. The ' fummcr was wafted 

in conferences and negotiations before Edward could lead 

his armies into the field ; and he was obliged, in order to 

allure his German allies into his meafures, to pretend 
that the firfr attack fhould be made upon Cambray, a city 
of the empire which had been garrifoned by Philip P. 

But finding by a nearer infpcction the difficulty of the en
terprize, he conduB:ed them towards the frontiers of 
France ; and he there found, by a fenfible proof, the 

vanity of his expectations: The count of Namur, and 

even the count of Hainault, his brother-in-law, (for the 
old count wa.... dead) refufed to commence hofi ·lities 

againfr their liege lord, and retired with their tronps q. 

So little account did t..ey make of Eclward's r tenfions 
to the crown of F ranee ! 

THE king ho\vever entered the enemy's country, and War with 

d fi C 11 
. , france. 

cncampe on he c.lds of Vironfolic ne;;.r ap" e, w1tn 

an army of near so,o:::>o · .en, compofed dmofi entirely of 

foreigners: Philip approached him wit:1 an army of near 

double the force, compofcd chieRy of native fubjeB:s ; 
and it was daily expeCted that a battle would enfue. But 
the Englifh monarch was aver'~ to engage a::;ainft fo great 

a fupcriority : The Frcnc.1 thought it fufF.cient if he 

P Froiff':.rd, li\', 1, chap. 39• H~min~. P• 3c5. 
liv. 1. cha_:', :9· 

q Fro' lfarcl, 
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c H A P. eluded the attacks of his enemy, without running any 
~ unnecdfary hazard. The two armies faced each other 

1339. for fome days : Mutual defi::mces were fent: And Ed.: 
'\-vard, at laft, retired into Flanders, and diibanded his 
army r. 

SucH \Vas the fruitle(q and almofl: ridiculous conclu~ 

fion uf Edward's mighty preparations; and ns his mea
furcs were th' mofl: prudent, that could be embraced in 
his fituation, he might learn from experience in what a 
hopelcfs entcrprize h~ was engaged. His cxpences, 
though they had led to no end, had been confuming and 

defi:ructive : He had contracrcd near 3oo,ooo pounds of 
debts ; he had anticipated all his revenue; he had pawn
ed every thin~ of value, which belonged either to himfelf 
or his queen; he wa~ obliged in feme meafure even to 

pawn himfclf to his creditors, by not failing to England, 
till he obta'ned their permiffion, and by promifing on his 
word of honour to return in perf~n, if he did not remit 
their money. , 

BuT he was a prince of too much fpirit to be difcou
raged by the firfl: difli.culties of an undertaking; and he 

v.-:1s a1:xious to retr!evc his honour by more fuccefsful 
antl more gallant cnt~rprizes. For this purpofe, he had, 
during the courfe of the campaign, fcnt ord~rs to fummon 
a pariiament by his fon Edward, whom he had left with 

the ~itle of guardian, and to demand fome fuppl y in his 
u~·gent n~cdlities. The barons feemed inclined to grant 
his req:refi:; but the knights, who often, at this time, 
~.~red as a feparate body fr01u the burgeffes, made fome 
fcrup'c of taxing their confiituents, without their con
fent; and they defired the guardian to fummon a new 

parliame:nt, which might b~ properly impowered for that 
purpofe. The fituation of the king and parliament was, 

r FroitTdrd, liv. i. chap. 41, 42) 43• Heming. p. 307. 'Vall:n~. p. 143, 
a Cotton's Abrid~. p. 17, 
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for the time, nearly fim.ilar to that which they con£hm ly c ~ A P. 

fell into about the beginning of the lafl: century ; and~ 
1imilar confequences began vifibly to appear. The king, "'~3 39• 
fenfible of the frequent demands which he lhould be 

obliged to make on his people, had been anxious to enfr re 
to his friends a feat in the houfe of commons, and at his 
in:ltigatian, the lheriffs and other placemen had made 

interefl: to be elected into that affembly; an abufe which 
the knights defired the king to correct by the ucnor of h:s 

writ of fummons, and which was accordingly remedied . 
On the other hand, the knights profcffedly annexed con-
ditions to their intended grant, and required a confider-
able retrenchment of the royal prerogati\rcs, particularly 

with regard to purveyance, and the levying of the ancient 

feudal aids for knighting the king's eldcfr fon, and marry-

ing his cldeft daughter. The new parliament, called by 
the guardian, retained the fame free fpirit; and though 
they offered a large fupply of 30,000 facks of wool, no 

bufinefs was concluded; becaufe the conditions, which 
they amtexed, appeared too high to be compenfated by a 
temporary conceffion. But when Edv.,rard himfelf came over 

to England, he fummoned another parliament, and he had 

the intereft to procure a fupply on more moderate terms. 
A confirmation of the two charters and of the privileges 
of boroughs, a pardon for old debts and trcfpalfes, and 
a remedy for fome abufes in the execution of com-
mon law, were the chief conditions in1ified on; and t~c 
king, in return for his conccffions on thefe heads, obtain-
ed from the barons and knights an unufual grant for two 
years of the ninth fheaf, lamb, and flee~e on their efl:ates, 
and from the burgeifes, a ninth of their mo~ cables at 

their true value. The whole parliament alfo granted a 
duty of forty fhillings on each fack of woal expoi·ted, 
on each three hundred wool-fells, and on each lafi: of 

leather for the fame term of years ; 'but dreadin6 the ar-

VoL. II.. D d bitr2ry 
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C ~ A P. bitrary fpirit of the crown, they exprefsly declared, that 
XV. . l d \./'V"-J this grant was to contmue no anger, an was not to be 

l339• drawn into precedent. . Being ioon after fenfible, that 

this fupply, though confiderable and very unufual in that 

age, would come in !lowly, and would not anfwer the 

king's urgent neceffities, both from his pafi: debts, and 

his preparations for war; they agreed, that 20,000 facks 

of wool fhould immediately be granted him, and their 

value be deduCl:ed from the ninths, which were afterwards 

to be levied. 
BuT there appeared, at this time, another jealoufy in 

the parliament, which was very reafonable, and was 

founded on a fentiment that ought to have engaged them 

rather to check than fupport the king in all thofe ambi

tious projeCts, fo little ] ikely to prove fuccefsful, and fo 

dangerous to the nation, if they did. Edward, who, before 

the co;nmencement of the former campaign, had, in 

feveral commiffions1 affumed the title of king of France, 

now more openly, in all public deeds, gave himfelf that 

appellation, and always quartered the arms of France 

.with thofe of England in his feals and enfigns. The 

parliament thought proper to obviate the confequences of 

.this meafure, and to declare, that they owed him no obe

dience as king of France, and that the two kingdoms 

mufi: for ever remain difi:inet and independant r. They 

·undoubtedly forefaw, that France, if fubdued, would in 

the end prove the feat of government ; and they deemed 

this previous protefi:ation neceffary, in order to prevent 

their becoming a province to that monarchy. A frai'l 

fecurity, if the event had really taken place ! 

1
1340. As Philip was apprized, from the preparations which 

were making both in England and the Low Countries, 

tllat he muft expect another invafion from Edward, he 

t 14 EJward 11~, 
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fitte·d out a great fleet of 400 veffels, manned with 40,000 C H A P. 

men; and he Rationed them .off Sluife~ with a view of ~~~ 
intercepting the king in his paffage. The EngHh navy '34°: 

h . fi . . b ~11.· N aVJi vie-was muc in enor m num er, connmng only of 240 t01y, 

fl1ips; but whether it were by the fuperior abilities of r~th June. 

Edward, or the greater dexterity of his feamen, they 
gained the wind of the enemy, and had the fun in their 
backs; nnd with thefe advantages began the action. 
The battle was fierce and bloody: T'he Engliih archers, 
whofe force and addrefs were now much celebrated, gailed 
the French on their approach : And when the ihips 
grappied together, and the contefl: became more fieady 
and furious, the example of the king, and of fo many gal-
lant nobles, who accompanied him, animated to fuch a 
degree the feamcn and foldiery, that they maintained 
every where a fuperiority over the enemy. The French 
-alfo had been guilty of fome imprudence in taking their 
ftation fo near the coafl: of Flanders, and chufing that 
place for the fcene of aB:ion. The Fiemings, defcrying 
the battle, hurried out of their ports-, and brought a re
inforcement to the Englilh; which, coming unexpeB:edly~ 
had a greater elfeB: than in proportion to its power and 
numbers. Two hundred and thirty French ihips were 
taken : Thirty thoufand Frenchmen were killed, with 
wo of their admirals : The lofs of the Engliih was in
confiderable~ compared to the greatnds and important:e 
of the victory u. None of Philip's courtien, it is faid~ 
dared to inform him of the ·event ; till his fool or jefier 
c-ave him a hint~ by which he difcovered the lofs that he 
had fuftained w. 

THE luftre of this great fuccefs encreafed the king's 
authority among his allies, who affembled their forces 
with expedition, and joined the Englifh army. Edward 

.,
1 froilfa:-d, liv. i. chap. 51. Av~fbury, p. s6. Heming. F• 321. 
w W.l!iini, p. 14S. 
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c fJ A P. marched to the frontiers of France at the head of above 
XV. roo,ooo men, confifring chieRy of foreigners, a more 

numerous army than, either before or fince, has ever 

been commanded by any king of England x. At the 
fame time, the Flemings, to the number of so,ooo men,. 
marched out under the command of Robert of Artois, 

and laid fiege to St. Omer; but this tumultuary army,. 

compofed entirely of tradefmen, unexperienced in war, 
was routed by a fally of the garrifon, and notwithfiand
ing the abilities of their leader, was thrown into fuch a 

panic, that they were infrantly d.ifperfed, and never more 
appeared in the field. The enterprizes of Edward, 
though not attended with fo inglorious an iffue, proved 
equally vain and fruitlefs. The king of France had af
fembled an army more numerous than the Engliih ; was 
accompanied by all the chief nobility of his kingdom; 
was attended by many foreign princes, and even by three 
monarchs, the kings of Bohemia, Scotland and N avarre Y : 

Yet he frill adhered to the prudent refolution of putting 

nothing to hazard, and after throwing fhong garri
fons into all the frontier towns, he retired backwards, 
perfuaded, that the enemy, having wafted their force in 

fome tedious and unfuccefsful enterprize, would afford 

him an eafy victory. 
TouRN AY was at that time one of the mofi confider-

able cities of Flanders, containing above 6o,ooo inha
bitants of all ages, who were affectionate to the French 
government; 2nd as the fecret of Edward's ddigns had 

not been firiB:ly kept, Philip learned, that the Englifh~ 
in order to gratify their Flemiili allies, had intended to 
open the campaign with the fiege of this place: He took 

care therefore to fupply it with a garrifon of 14,000 

men, commanded by the braveft nobility of France ; and 

he reafonably expected, that thefe forces, joined to th£ 

Y f'rciffard1 liv. i. chap. 57• 
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inhabitants, would be able to defend the city againfl: all c H A P. 

the efforts. of the enemy. Accordingly, Edward, when ~ 
he commenced the fiege about the end of July, found 1310. 

every where an obfrinate refifrance : The valour of one 
fide was encountered with equal valour by the other : 
Every affault was repulfed and proved unfuccefsful : And 
the king was at lafr obliged to turn the fiege into a block
ade, in hopes, that the great numbers of the garrifon 
,and citizens, which had enabled them to defend them
.felves againft his attacks, would but expofe them to be 
the more eafily reduced by famine z. The count of Eu, 
the governor, as foon as he perceived that the Englilh 
had formed this plan of operations, endeavoured to fave 
his provifions, by expelling all the ufel ·fs mouths ; and 
.the duke of Brabant, who wifhed no fuccefs to Edward~s 
enterprizes, gave every one a free pa1fa

0
e through his 

,quarters. 
AFTER the fiege had continued ten weeks, the city 

was reduced to difrrefs; and Philip, recalling all his 
fcattered garrifons, advanced towards the Engliih camp 

at the head of a mighty army, with an intention of frill 
avoiding any decifive aB:ion, but of feeking fol:ne oppor
tunity for throwing relief into the place. ' Here Edward, 
.irritated with the fmall progrefs he had hitherto made, 
and with the difagreeablc profpeCt that lay before him, 
fent Philip a defiance by a herald; and challenged him 
to decide their claims for the crown of France, either by 
fingle combat, or by an aCl:ion of a hundred againfr a 
hundred, or by a general engagement. But Philip re
plied, that Edward having done homage to him for the 
dutchy of Guienne, and having folemnly acknowledged 
him for his fuperior, it by no means became him to fend 
a defiance to his liege lord and fovereign : That he was 
~onfident, notwithfranding all Edward's preparations, and 

z Froi1Tad, liv. i. char. 54• 
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c H A P. his conjunction with the rebellious Flemings, he himfelf 
~ :lhould foon be able to chace him from the frontiers of 

1340, France: That as the hofiilities from England had pre
vented him from executing his purpofed crufade againft 

the infidels, he trufied in the affifiance of the Almightv, 
who would reward his pious intentions, and puniih th~ 
aggreffor, whofe ill-grounded claims had rendered them 
ineffeCtual : That Edward propofed a duel on very une
qual terms, and offered to hazard only his own perfon, 

againfi both the kingdom of F ranee, and the pcrfon of 
the king : But that, if he would encreafe the fi:ake, and 
put alfo the kingdom of England on the iffue of the duel, 
he would, notwithfi:anding that the terms would frill be 
unequal, very willingly accept of the challenge a. It 

was eafy to fee, that thefe mutual bravades were intend

ed only to dazzle the populace, and that the two kings 

were too wife to think of executing their pretended 

purpofe. 
WHILE the French and Englilh armies lay in this 

fituation, and a general atlion was every day expected, 

J ane, countefs dowager of Hainault, interpofed with her 
good offices, and endeavoured to conciliate peace be

tween the contending monarchs, and to prevent any far
~her effufion of blood. This princefs was mother-in-law 

to Edward, and fifier to Philip; and though fhe had 
taken the vows in a convent, and had renounced the 
world, fhe left her retreat on this occafion, and employed 

all her pious efforts to allay thofe animofitics, which had 
taken place between perfons io nearly related to her, and 
to each other. As Philip had no material claims on his 

antagonifr, lhe E:mnd that he hearkened willingly to the 
propcfa!s; and e\·en the haughty and ambitious Edward, 

· convinced of his fruitlefs attempt, was n,ot averfe to her 

a Du Tillet, Recueil de Tuitez, &r:. Heming. p. 315, 31.6. Walling, 

p. Lt9• 
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.negociation. He was fenfible from experience, that he c H A P. 

h d d . . h. h L. • xv. a engage m an enterpnze w IC 1ar exceeded hts force; '--v--J 
and that the power of England was never likely t0 pre- 1 31?• 

vail over that of a fuperior kingdom, firmly united under 
an able and prudent monarch. He difcovered, that all 
the allies, whom he could gain by negociation, were at 
bottom averfe to his enterprize ; and though they might 
fecond it to a certain length, would immediately detach 
themfelves, and oppofe its final accomplifhment, if ever 
they could be brought to think, that there was ferioufly 
any danger of it. He even faw, that their chief purpofe 
was to obtai 1 mon~y from him; and as his fupplies from 
England came in very Ilow1y, and had much difappointed 
his expetl:ations, he perceived their growing indifference 
in his caufe, and their defire of embracing all plaufible 
terms of accommodation. Convinced at lafr, that an un
dertaking mufi: be imprudent, which could only be fup-
ported by means fo unequal to the end, he concluded a 
truce, which left both parties in poffeffion of their pre- 3d Ser~· 
fent acquifitions, and fi:opped all farther hofi:ilities on th~ 
fide of the Low Countries, G·uienne? and Scotland, till 
Midfummer next 0

• A negociation was fo9n after opened 
at Arras, under the mediation of the pope's legates; and 
the truce was attempted to be converted into a folid pea~e. 

·Edward here required, that Philip fhould free Guienne 
from all claims of fuperiority, and entirely withdraw his 
protetl:ion from Scotland : But as he feemed not any 
wife entitled to make fuch high demands, either from his 
paft fucce!fes, or future profpetl:s, they were totally re
jetl:ed by Philip, who agreed only to a prolongation of the 
truce. 

THE king of France foon after detached the emperor 
Lewis from the alliance of England, and engaged him to 
revoke the title of imperial vicar, which he had conferred 

b Froiff.trd, Iiv, i, chap. 64. Ave!bury, p. 6s. 
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c H A P. on Ed\vard c. The king's other allies on the frontiers 

~of France, difappointed in their hopes, gradually with-

1 34°• d!·c\v from the confederacy. And Edward himfelf, ha-

p .,mefi1c 
o!ltnrb-
a!lces, 

r "" 

r~dfed by his 11umerous and importunate creditors, was 
obliged to make his efc~pe by :fl:ealth into England. 

THE unuf~al tax of a ninth fheaf, lamb, and fle.cce, 
impofi::d by parliament, together with the great want . of 
money, and frill more, of credit in England, ~ad ren
dered the remittances to Flanders extremely backward; 

nor could it be expeCted, that any expeditious methods of 

~o'lr-CJing an impofition, which was fo new in itfi,lf, and 
which yielded only a gradual produce, could poffibly be 

contrived by the king or his minifl:ers. And though thG 

par-iame. t, forefeeing the inconvenience, had granted, as 

:1 r - ~ff;nt r .fource, 2o,poo facks of w~ol, the only Eng

r ih ~oc .s that bore a fure price in foreign markets, and 

vere the l>ext to ready money; it was impoffible, but the 

, _getting p -.ffeffion of fuch a bulky commqdity, the gather

ing of it ti·om different parts of the kingdom, and the dif
pofing of .it abroad, mufr take up more time than the 

urgency of the king's affairs would permit, and muft oc

cafion all the difappointments complained of, during the 

courfe of the camp:tign. ~ut though nothing had hap

pened, wh:~h Edvvard might not reafonably have fore
feen, he wa:; fo irritated with the unfortunate iffue of 
his militz.ry operations, and fo much vexed ~nd affronte~ 
~y his foreign creditors, that he was detefmined to throV{ 

the blame f~mewhere off himfelf, and he came in very 

~ad humour into England. He difcovered ~is peeviih 
difpofitio~ by the firfl: act which he performed after his 

~rrival: As he landed unexpeCtedly, he found the Towe~ 
·-Degligent,1y guarded ; and he immediately committed 

to prifon, the confl:able and all others .who had the charge 
?r that fortrefs , ·and tr~ated th~m with ·unufual rigonr"q 

c Hcn:ing. P 35z·. Ypod, Neuft, p. 514. Knyghton., p, 258o. 
~ Ypod, l\'eu!l. p. 5J 3, · ' 
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His vengeance fell next on the officers of the revenue, the c n A PJ 

:lheriffs, the colletl:ors of the taxes, the undertakers of xv. 
all kinds; apd befidcs turning all of them out of their 1 l4~· 

cmployments, he appointed commiffioners to enquire into 
their condu8: ; and thcfe men, in order to gratify thy 
king's humour, were fure not tq find any perfon inno
~ent, who came before them e. Sir John St. Paul, keeper 
of the privy feal, Sir John Stonore, chief juil:ice, Andrew 
Aubrey, mayor of ~ondon, were difplacea and imprifon-:
ed; as were alfo the bifhop of Chichefrer, chancellor, and 
the biihop of Lic4field, treafurer. Stratford, archbifuop 
of Canterbury, to whom the charge of collecting the 
new taxes had been chiefly entrufted, fell likewife under 

the king's difpleafure; but being abfent at the time of 
Edward's arrival, he cfcaped feeling the immediate effetl:s 

of it. 
THERE were ftrong reafons, which might difcourage 

the kings of England, in thofe ages, from befrowing the 
chief offices of the crown on prelates and other eccleii
aftical perfons. Thefe men had fo entrenched themfelve$ 
in privileges and immunities, an.d fo openly challenged 
an exemption from all fecular jurifdiB:ion, that no civq 
penalty could be inflitl:ed on them for a11y malverfation 
in office; and as even treafon itfelf was declared to be no 
canonical offence, nor was allowed to be a fufficient rea .... 

fon for deprivation or other fpiritu::tl cenfures, that order 
~f men had enfured to themfeh·es an almofr total impunity, 
and were not bou~d by any political law or ftatute. But~ 
~n the other hand, there were many peculiar caufes which 
favoured their promotion. Befid s that they poffeffed al
mofr all the learning of the age, and we~e beft qualified 
for civil employments; the prelates enjoyed equ~l dignity 
with the greateft barons, and gave weight, by their per
fonal authority, to the powers entrufted with the':ll: 

Wa~G.n~ham, p, J$0• 
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t; H ~ P. '\Vhiie, at the fame time, they did not endanger the crown 
~\.V 

;~ 34 ;. by accumulating wealth or influence in their families, and 
were rcftrained, by the decency of their charaB:er, from 
that open rapine and violence, fo often praB:ifcd by the 
nobles. 'Thefe motives had induced Edward, as well as 
many of his predeceffors, to entrufi: the chief departments 
of government in the hands of ccclefiafi:ics ; at the hazard 
of feeing them difown his authority (l.S foon as it wa · 
turned againft them. 

1341. THIS was the cafe w:th archbiiliop Stratford. That 
prelate, informed of Edward's indignation againfi: him, 
prepared himfelf for the fl:orm ; and not content with 
il:anding upon the defenfi.ve, he .refolved, by beginning 
the attack, to ihow the king, that he knew the privileges 
of his charatl:er, and had courage to maintain them. He 
iffued a general fentence of excommunication againfr all, 
who, on any pretext, exercifed violence on· the perfon 
or goods of clergymen ; who infringed thofe privileges 
fecured by the great charter, and by ecclefiafric~l ca
nons ; or who accufed a prelate of treafon or any other 
crime, in order to bring him under the king's difpleafure f. 
Even ~dward had reafon to think himfelf ftruck at by 
this fentence; both on account of the imprifonment of 
the two bifhops and that of other clergymen concerned in 
levying the taxes, and on account of hi3 feizing their 
lands and moveables, that he might make them anfwer
able for any balance, which remained in their hands. 
The clergy, with the primate at their head, were now 
formed into a regular combination againft the king; and 
many calumnies were fpread againfi: him, in order to de
prive him of the confidence and affections of his people 
It was pretended, that he meant to recal the general par
don, and th~ rcmiffion which he had granted of old debts, 

f Heft1ing. P• 339· An~. Sa.cr~, vvl, i, p, nJ. u. Wal19ngham, P• 153· 

ar1 
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and to impofe new and arbitrary taxes without confent ofC H A P xv. 
parliament. The archbifhop went fo far, in a letter to~ 

the king himfelf, as to tell him, that there were two 1 341• 

powers, by which the world was governed, the holy pon-

tifical apofi:olic dignity, and the royal fubordinate autho-

rity: That of thcfe two powers, the clerical was evidently 

the fupreme; fincc the priefis were to anfwer, at the tri-

bunal of the divine judgment, for the conduct of kings 

themfelves : That the clergy were the fpiritual fathers of 

.all the faithful, and amongft others of kings and princes; 

and were intitled, by a heavenly_ charter, to direct their 

wills and aCtions, and to cenfure their trangreffions: And 

that prelates had heretofore cited emperors before their 

tribunal, had fat in judgment on their life ~nd behaviour, 

and had anathematized them for their obfi:inate offences g.. 

Thefe topics were not well calculated to appeaie Ed-
ward's indignation; and when he called a parliament, he 

fent not to the primate, as to the other peers, a fummons 

to attend it. Stratford was not difcouraged at this mark 

of neglect or anger : He appeared .before the gates, ar-
rayed in his pontifical robes, holding the crofter in his 
hand, and accompanied by a pompous train of prieH:s and 

prelates; and he required admittance as the firft :md high-
eft peer in the realm. During two days, the king rejected 

his application : But either fenftble, that this aftair might 
be attended with dangerous cor.fequences, .or that in his 
impatience he had groundlcfsly accufed the primate of 

malverfation in his office, which feems really to have been 

the cafe ; he at lafi permitted him to take his feat, and 

was reconciled to him h. 

Enw ARD now found himfe]f in a bad fituation both 

with his own people and with foreign fiates ; and it re
quired all his genius and capacity to extricate himfelf 

& Anglia Sacra~ vol. i, p. ""• 
391 40,4J· 
•• 1 

h APglia Sacr~, vol. i. p. -;3. 
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c H A P. from fuch multiplied difficulties and embarraffinents. His
~ unjuft and exorbitant claims on France and Scotland had 

1.34 1
• engaged him in an implacable war with thefc two king

doms, his neareft neighbours : He had loft almofr all hi~ 

foreign alliances by his irregular payments : He was 
deeply involved in debts, for which he owed a confuming 
interefr: His military operations had vaniihed into fmoke; 
and except his naval vitl:ory, none of them had been 'lt
tended even with glory or renown, either to himfelf or to 
the nation : The animofity between him and the clergy 

· was open and declared: The people were difcontented on 
~ccount of many arbitrary meafures, in which he had beef! 
engaged: And what was more dangerous, the nobility, 
taking advantage of his prefent nece:ffities, were detet
mined to retrench his power, and by encroaching on the 
-ancient prerogatives of the crown, to acquire to thcmfelves 
independance and authority. But the afpiring genius of 
Edward, which had fo far tranfported him beyond the 
bounds of difcretion, proved at lafl: fu:fficient to re -inflate 
Jlim in his former authority, and finally to render his 
reign the moft triumphant that is to be met with in Eng
Jifh fiory : Though for the prefent he \Yas obliged, wit4 
fo111e lofs of honour, to yield to the current, which bore 
fci firongly againfl: him. 

THE parliament fr2mcd an act, which was likely to 
produce confiderable innovations in the government. 
They premifed, that, whereas the great charter had, to 
the manifefl: peril and flander of the king and damage of 
his people, been violated in many points, particularly by 
the imprifonment of free men and the feizure of their 
goods, without fu·t, inditl:ment, or trial, it was necef
fary to confirm it anew, and to oblige all the chief offi
cers of the law, together with the :fieward and chamber-

. lain of the houfhold, the keeper of the privy-feal, the 
<:ontroller and treafurer of the wardrob~, and thofe who 

() were 
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were entrufl:ed with the education of the young prince, c H A P. 

to fwear to the regular obfervance of it. They alfo re-~ 
marked, that the peers of the realm had formerly been 1341• ' 

arrefl:ed and imprifoned, and difpoffeffed of their tempo-

ralities and lands, and even fome of them put to death, 
without judgment or trial; and they therefore enaB:ed 

that fuch violences iliould henceforth ceafe, and no peer 
be punifhed but by the award of his peers in parliament .. 

They required, that, whenever any of the great offices 

above mentioned became vacant, the king iliould fill it 
by the advice of his council, -and the confent of fuch ba-
rons as iliould at that time be found to refide in the 
neighbourhood of the court. And they enaCl:ed, that, 

on the third day of every feffion, the king fhould refume 
into his own hands all thefe offices, except thofe of juf-

tices of the two benches and the barons of exchequer ; 
that the minifl:ers fhould for the time be reduced to pri-
vate perfons ; that they iliould in that condition anfwer 
before parliament to any accufation brought againfl: them; 

and that, if they were found any wife guilty, they fhould 
finally be difpoffeffed of their offices, and more able perfons 
be fubfl:ituted in their place i. By thefe lafl: regulations, 
the barons approached as near as they durfl: to thofe re

ftriB:ions, which had formerly been impofed on Henry HI. 
and Edward II. and which, from the dangerous confe-
quences attending them, had become fo generally odious, 
that they did not expect to have either the concurrence of 

· the people in demanding them, or the affent of the pre

fent king in granting them. 
IN return for thefe important conceffions, the parlia

ment offered the king a grant of 2o,ooo facks of wool ; 
and his wants were fo urgent, from the clamours of his 
<;reditors, and the demands of his foreign allies, that he 

i '5 idw, ll!, 
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• C H A P. \Vas obliged to accept of the fupply on thefe hard corrdJ;. 

~ tions. He ratified this fiatute in full parliament; but he 
1341

• fecretly entered a protefi: of fuch a nature as was fu.fficient, 

one fuould imagine, to deftroy for the future all tru!l: and 
confidence with his people : He declared, that, as foon a~ 

his convenience permitted, he would, from his own au

thority, revoke what had been extorted from him k, Ac

cordingly, he was no fooner poffeffed of the parliamen

tary fupply, than he iffucd an ediCt, which contains 

many extraordinary po:!itions and pretenfions. He firfi 

aflerts, that that fl:atute had been enacted contrary to law; 

as if a free legillative body could ever do any thing ille
gal. He next affirms, that, as it was hurtful to the pre
rogatives of the crown which he had fworn to defend, he 
had only diffembled, when he feemed to ratify it, but that 
he had never in his own breafi: given his affent to it. He 

·does not pretend, that either he or the parliament lay un

. der force; but only that fome inconvenience would 'haYe 

cnfued, had he not feemingly affixed his fanB:ion to that 

pretended ftatute. He therefore, with the advice of his 

council and of fome earls and barons, abrogates and an
nuls it; and though he profeffes himfelf willing and 

determined to obferve fuch articles of it as were formerly 

law, he declares it to have thenceforth no force or au

thority 1• The parliaments, who were afterwards alfem
bled, took no notice of this arbitrary exertion of royal 
power, which, by a parity of reafon, left all their laws 
at the mercy of the king; and during the courfe of two 

years, Edward had fo far re-eftablifhed his influence, and 
freed himfelf from his prefent neceffities, that he then 
obtained from his parliament a legal repeal of the ob.; 

k. Statutes at large, 15 Edw. TII. That this proteft of the king's was fo· 
cret appears evideatly, fince otherwife it would have been ridiculous in the 

parliament to have accepted of h is affcnt : Be fide > the king owns that he Jif· 
Jemb/ed, which would not have been the u.fc-1 had his proteft been public. 

J StatLltei at lari<', I 5 Edvr, Ill. 
noxious 



nox1ous fratute m. This tranfaCl:ion certainly contains C H A P. 

, remarkable circumfl:ances, which difcover the manners~ 
and fentiments of the age, and may prove what inaccu- Il-1-'• 

rate work might be expected from fuch rude hands, when 
employed in legiflation, and in rearing the delicate fabric 

of laws and a confl:itution. 
BuT though Edward had happily recovered his autho

rity at home, which had been impaired by the events of 
the French war, he had undergone fo many mortifica
tions from that attempt, and faw fo little profpect of fuc
cefs, thathe would probably have dropped his claim, had 

not a revolution in Britanny opened to him more promif

ing views, and given his enterprizing genius a full oppor
tunity of difplaying itfelf. 

JoHN III. duke of Britanny, had, fome years before his Affairs of 

death, found himfelf declining through age and infirmi- Bntanny. 

ties ; and having no iffue, he was folicitous to prevent 

thofe diforders, to which, on the event of his deceafe, a 
difputed fucceffion might expofe his fubjects. His 

younger brother, the count of Penthievre, had left only 
one daughter, whom the duke deemed his heir; and a5 

his family had inherited the dutchy by a female fucceffion, 
he thought her title preferable to that of the count or 

Mountfort, who, being his brother by a fecond marriage, 
was the male heir of that principality n. He accordmgly 
propofed to befl:ow his niece in marriage on fome perfon, 
who might be able to defend her rights ; and he cafl: his 
eye on Charles of Blois, nephew of the king of Fr~nce, 

by his mother, Margaret of V alois, fifl:er to that monarch. 
But as ~e both loved his fubjeCl:s and was beloved by 
them, he determined not to take this important fi:ep 
without their approbation; and having affembled the 

ftates of Britanny, he repn.:fented to them the advantages 

m Cotton·~ Abridgm. p. 18, 39• n Froiff.ud, liv.I, clup. 64. 

of 
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c H A P. of that alliance, and the profpeCl:, which it gave, of an 
~entire fettlement of the fucceffion. The Bretons will-

IJ41· ingly concurred in his choice: The marriage was con
cluded : All his vaffals, and among the reft, the count of 
Mountfort, fwore fealty to Charles and to his fpoufe as to 
their future fovereigns: And every danger of civil corn
motions feemed to be obviated, as far as human prudence 
could provide a remedy againft them. 

BuT on the death of this good prince; the ambition of 
the count of Mountfort broke through all thefe regula
tions, and kindled a war, not only dangerous to Britanny, 
but to a great part of Europe. vVhile Charles of Blois 
was folicit!hg at the court of France the invefiiture of the 
dutchy, Mountfort was atl:ive in acquiring immediate 
poffeffion of it ; and by force or intrigue he made him .. 
felf mafi:er of Rennes, N antz, Brefi:, Hennebonne, and 
all the mofi: important fortreffes, and engaged many con
:fiderable barons to acknowledge his authority 0 • Sen
iible that he could expeCt: no favour from Philip, he made 
a voyage to England, on pretence of foliciting his claim 
to the earldom of Richmond, which had devolved to him 
by his brother's Jeath; and there offering to do homage 
to Edward, as king of France, for the dutchy of Britan
ny, he propofcd a fi:ritl: alliance for the fupport of each 
other's pretenfions. Edward h'1W immediately the advan
tages attending this treaty : l\1ountfort, an active and va
liant prince~ clofely united to him by interefi, opened at 
once an entrance into the hcCirt of France, and afforded 
him much more flattering views, than his allies on the 
fide of Germany and the Low Countries, who had no 
fmcere attachment to his caufe, and vvhofe progrefs \Vas 

2lfo obfi:ruCl:ed by thofe numerous fortifications, which 
had been raifed on that f.rontier. Robert of A tois was 

P Froiffarcl, liv. I. chap. 65, 66, 67, 68, 

zealous 
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zealous in inforcing thefe confiderations : The ~mbitious c H A P. 

fpirit of Edward was littie difpofed to fit down under~ 
thofe repulfes which lie had received, and which, he 134~. 
• • • Renewal of 
thought, had fo much tmpatred his reputation : And it the war with 

required a very :lhort hegociation to conclude a treaty ofFrancc:. 

alliance between two men ; who, though their pleas with 
regard to the preference of inale ot female fucceffion were 
direCtly oppofite~ were irttimately conneCted by their im-
mediate irtterefts P. 

As this treaty was frill a~ fecret, 1\iiountfort, ori his 
return, ventured to appear at Paris, in order to defend 
his caufe before the court of peers; but obferving Philip 
and his judges to be prepofleiled againft his title, and 
dreading their intentions of arrefiing him, till he lhould re
frore what he had feized by violence, he fuddenly made his 
efcape ; and war immediately broke out between him and 
Charles of Blois q; Philip feht his eldefi fon, the duke of 
Normandy, with a powerful army, to the a.ffifiance of the 
latter ; and Mountfort, unable to keep the field againfl: 
his rival, remained in the city of N antz, tvhere he was 
befieged. The city was taken by the treachery of the 
inhabitants; Mountfort fell into the hands of his ene
mies; was conduCted as a prifoner to Paris; and was fhut 
up in the tower of the Louvre r~ 

T1t1s event teemed to put an end to the pretenfions of x34i. 
the count ·of Mountfort; but his affairs were immediately 
retrieved by ari. unexpected incident, which infpired ntw 
life and vigour into his party. J ane of Flanders, coun-
tefs of Mountfort, the mofi: extraordinary woman of tliat 
age, was rouzed, by the captivity of her huiliahd, from 
thofe domefl:ic cares, to which fhe hatl hithertQ limited 

P Froiffard, liv. I, chap. tig, 
r Ibid. chap, 73• 

VoL. II. 

! lbid, chap. 7o, 7 J, 
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c H A fJ. her genius ; and {he courageoufly undertook to fupport 

~ the falling fortunes of her family. No fooner did !he re-

J342· ccive the fatal intelligence, than ilie affembled the inha

bitants of Renncs, where fne then refided; and carrying 

her infant fon in her arms, deplored to them the calamity 

of their fovereign. She recommended to their care the 

. illufhious orphan, the fole male remaining of their an

cient princes, who had governed them with fuch indul

·gence and lenity, and to whom they had ever profeffed 

the moft zealous attachment. She declared herfelf will

ing to run all' hazards with them in fo jufl a caufe; dif

covered the refources which :fl:ill remained in the alliance 

of England ; and entreated them to make one effort ag::tinfr 

an ufurper, who, being impofed on them by the arms of 

France, would in return make a facrifice to his protector 

of the ancient 1:-berties of Britanny. The audience, 

moved by the affL<~l:ing appearance, and infpirited by the 

noble conducr, of the princefs, vowed to live and die with 

her in defending the rights of her family : All the other 

fortreffcs of Britanny embraced the fame refolution: The 

countefs went from place to place, encourag"ng the gar

rifons, providing them with every thing neceliary for fub
:fifl:ance, and concerting the proper plans of defence ; and 

after ilie had put the whole province in a good pofl:ure, 

fhe iliut herfelf up in H~nnebonne, where !he waited 

with impatience the arriv? \of thofe fuccours, which Ed
ward had promifed her. Mean while, ilie fent over her 
fon to England, that :lhc might both put him in a place 
of fafety, and engage tne king more fi:rongly, by fuch a 

pledge, to embrace with zeal the interefrs of her family. 

CH~RLES OF BLois, anxious to make himfelf m::tfl:er 

of fo important a fortrefs as Hennebonne, and frill more 

. to take the coun~efs prifoner, from whofe Yigour and ea .. 

pacity all the diiTI.culties to his fucceffion in Britanny now 

roceeded, fat down before the place, with a great army, 
compofed 
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tompofed of French, Spaniards, Genoefe, and fome Bre- C H A P. 

tons; and he conduCted the attack with indefatigable in-~ 
duftry s. The defence was no lefs vigorous : The be- Il4Z· 

iiegers were repulfed in every afTault: Frequent fallies 
were made with fuccefs by the garri!on: And the coun-
tefs herfelf being the moft forward in all military opera-
tions, every one was afhamed not to exert himfelf to the 
utmoft in this defperate fituation. One day fhe perceived, 
that the befiegers, entirely occupied in an attack, had ne-
glected a difrant quarter of their camp; and fhe imme-
diately [allied forth at the head of a body of 200 cavalry, 
threw them into confufion, did great execution upon 
them, and fet fire to theit tents, baggage, and maga-
zines : But when fhe was preparing to return, fhe found 
that fhe was intercepted, and that a confiderablc body of 
the enemy had thrown themfelves between her and the 
gates. She inftantly took her refolution; fhe ordered her 
men to difb:md, an"d to make the oeft of their way by 
:Right to Breft. She met them at the appointed place of 
rendezvous, collected another body of 500 horfe, returned 
to Hennebonne, broke unexpetl:edly through the enemy'3 
camp, and was received with fhouts and acclamations by 
the garrifon, who, encouraged by this reinforcement, and 
by fo rare an example of female valour, determined to de ... 
fend themfelves to the Iaft extremity. 

THE reiterated attacks, however, of the befiegers had· 
at length made feveral breaches in the walls; and it was 
apprehended, th~t a general afLult, which was every hour 
expeCted, wou1d overpower the garrifon, d:minifh d in 
their numbers, and extremely weakened with watching 
and fatigue: It became n~ceffary to treat of a c:.tpitula
tion; and the bifhop of Leon was already engaged, for 
that purpofe, in a conference with Charles of Blois ; 

V"hen the countefs, who had mounted to a high tow~r, 

' Fro:ff .. rJ, liv. i. chap. 8 l, · 

E c 2 ~nd 
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C H A p. and was looking towanls the fea with great impatienc~, 
~ defcried fome fails at a di:ftancc. She immediately ex-

1342· claimed : Behold the Juccours! tbe Englijh Juccours! }lo 

capitulation t. This fleet had on board a body of heavy

armed cavalry, and fix thoufand archers, whom Edward 
had prepared for the relief of Hennebonne, but who had 
been long detained by contrary winds. They entered the 
harbour under the command of Sir Waiter Ivlanny, one 

of the braveil: captains of England ; and having infpircd 
frefh courage into the garrifon, immediately [allied forth, 

beat the befiegcrs from all their pofts, and obliged them 

to decamp. 
BuT notwithfianding this fuccefs, the countefs of 

Mountfort found that her party, overpowered by num
bers, were declining in every quarter; and {he went over 

to folicit more effeCtual fuccours from the king of Eng
land. Edward granted her a confiderable reinforcement 

under Robert of Artois; who embarked on boanl a fleet 
of forty-five :fhips, and failed to Britanny. He was met 
in his paffage by the en~my; an aetion enfued, where the 
countefs behaved with her wonted valour, and charged 
the enemy fword in haml; but the hoil:ile fleets, after a 

fharp atl:ion, were feparated by a frorm, and the Englifh 
arrived fafely in Britanny. The firfr exploit of Robcrt 
was the taking of V anncs, which he mafl:ered by con

duel: and addrefs u : But he furvived a very little time this 
profperity. The Breton noblemen of the party of Charles 
affembled fecretly in arms, attacked V annes of a fudden, 
and carried the place ; chiefly by reafon of a wound re
ceived by Roberr, of which he foon after died at fea on 

his return to England w. 

AFTER the death of this unfortunate prince, the chief 

author of all the calamities, with which his country )·as 

t Froirrard, liv. i. chap, SI. 

w lbid, chap. 94# 

~ lbid, chap. 93• 

over-: 
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()verwhelmed for above a century, Edward undertook in c H A P. 

perfon the defence of the countefs of Mountfort ; and as ~ , 
the lafr truce with ~ r:.:.nc::! was now expired, the war, 131-2. 

which the Englilh ami French had hitherto carried on as 
allies to the competitors for Britanny, was thenceforth 
cond' <.... ~J in the name and under the frandard of the two 
monarchs. The king landed at Morbian near V annes, 
with an army of 12,000 men; and being mafier of the 
field, he endeavoured to give a lufrre to his arms, by 
commencing at once three important :lieges, that of 
Vannes, of Rennes, and ofNantz. But by undertaking 
too much, he failed of fuccefs in all his enterprizes. Even 
the :liege of V annes, which Edward in perfon conducted 
with vigour, advanced but flowly x; and the French had 
all the leifure requifite for making preparations againft 
him. The duke of Normandy, eldefr fon of Philip, ap-
peared in Britanny at the head of an army of 30,000 in-
fantry and 4000 cavalry; and Edward was now obliged 
to draw together all his forces, and to entrench himfelf 
:firongly before Vannes, where the duke of Normandy 
foon after arrived, and in a manner invefied the befiegcrs. 
The garrifon and the French camp were plentifully [up-
plied with provifions; whil-e the Engli!h, who durfr not 
m~ke any attempt upon the place in the prefence of a fu-
perior army, drew all their fu.bfifrance from England, ex-
pofed to the hazards of the fea, and fometimes to thofe 
which arofe from the fleet of the enemy. In this danger- 1 343 •. 

ous fituation, Edward willingly pearkened to the media-
tion of the pope's legates, the cardinals of Palefrrine and 
Frefcati, who endeavoured to negociate, if not a peace, 
at leafr a truce between the two kingdoms. A treaty 
was concluded for a ceffation of arms during three years r; 
and Edward had the ability, notwithfranding his prefent 
dangerous fituation, to procure to himfelf very equal and 

'f Froilfard,liv, J, chap. 95· 

Ee3 
Y lbid, chap. 99• Avelbury, p. tot.. 

honourable 
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C H A P. honourable terms. It was agreed, that Vannes fnould be 
XV . · · ~ fequefrered, during the truce, in the hands of the legates, 
J3f3· to be difpofed of afterwards as they pleafed; apd thoug~ 

Ed,yard knew the partiality of the court of Rome toward~ 
his antagonift, he faved himfelf by this deyice from the 
di!honour of having undertaken a fruitlefs enterprize. It 
was alfo ftipulated, that all prifoners fhould be releafed) 
that the pl~ces in Britanny iliould remain in the hands of 
the prefent poffetiors, and that the allies on both fide~ 
fhould be comprehended in the truce z~ Edward, foo~ 

~fter concluding t?is treaty, embarked with his army for 

Engbnd. 
THE truce, though calculated for a long time, was of 

very {hort duration ; and each monarch endeavoure~ to 
throw en the othe:- the blame of its infraC1ion. Of 
courfe, the hiftorians of the two countries differ in their 
account of the matter. It fcems probable, however, as 
is affirmed by the French \Vriters, that Edward, in con

fenting to t4e truce, had no other view than to extricate 
~imfelf from a perilous fituation, in~o which he had fallen, 
and was afterwards very carclefs in obferving it. In all 

the memorials which rem3.in on this fubjeCl, he com
plains chiefly of the punifhment inflicted on Ol;ver de 
Cliffon, John de Mo~tauban, and other Brcton noble
men, who, he fays, were partizans of the family of 
Mountfort, and confcqucntly under the protection of 
England a. But it appears, that, at the conclufion of 
the truce, thofe noblemen had openly, by their declara

tions and actions, embr3.ccd the c:wfe of Charles of 
Blois b; and if they had entered into any fecret corre-: 

'fponden~c an~ e!lgagem.cnts with Edward, they we!e trai
rors to their party, and v:cre jufily puniiliable by Philip 
flllU Charles, · for their breach of faith · nor had Edward . . ' 

z Heming. p. 359• 

~!i~· Hcming. p. 37~• 

a Rymer, vol. v, P• 453, 454, 459, 466, 

b Froi~d~ liv, ~· chap. 96. p. ICO• 

~~y 
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;.1.'1Y around of complaint againfr France for fuch fe\'cri- c H A P ; 

ties . ....., 13ut vv-hcn he laid thcfe pretended injuries before~ 
the parliament, whom he affected to confult on a~l occa- 13 ~ 4. 

fions, that aliembly entered into the quarrel, advifcd the 

king not to be amufed by a fraudulent truce, <;.nd granted 
him fupplies for the renewal of the war: The counties 

were charged with a fifteenth for two years, and the bo-
roughs with a tenth. The clergy confentcd to give a 

tenth for three years. 
THESE fupplics enabled the king to complete h:s m~li

tary prcparat:ons ; and he fent his coufin, Henry earl of 
Derby, fon of the earl of Lancafier, into Guienne, for 
the defence of that province c. This prince, the mofr 
accompliilied in the Enghfh court, poffeifed to a high de

gree the virtues of jufl:ice and humanity, as well as thofe 

of valour and conduct u ~ and not content with proteCting 
and cheri.!hing the province committed to his C:J.re, he 

made a fuccefsful invafion on the enemy. He attacked 

the count of Lific, the French genc;:al, at Bergerac, beat 
him from his entrenchments, and took the place. He 

reduced a great part of Perigord, and continually ad
vanced in his conquefis, till the count of Lifle, having 
coHeC!:ed an army of ten or twelve thoufand II}en, fat 
down before Auberoche, in hopes of recovering that I34S• 

place, which h:1d fallen into the hands of the Engliili.. 
The earl of Derby came upcn him by furprize with only 

a thoufand cavalry, threw the French into difordcr, pufh-

cd his advantages, and obtained a complete vitl:ory. Lifie 

himfdf, with many confiderable nobles, was taken pri-

c Froifliud, liv. I . chap. 103. Ave•lhury, p. I2I. 

1:1 It is npo1ied of this prin<e, that, having one~", before the attack of a 

trwn, fi'Om Jf•d the fold iers the plunder, one private man happened to fall 

up m a great ci.eii full ut money, which he immediately brOll)!ht to the earl, 

as thi1.king it too great for himfelf to keep po!feffion oi it. Bu.t Derby told 

him, that his pron11fe did not depend on the greatnefs or fm<tllnefs of the 

fum ; and ordered him to keep it all for his own ufe. 

E e 4- foncr. 



~ I S T 0 R Y Q F E N G L A N D. 

c H A P. foncr e, After this important fuccefs, Derby made a 
~ ~apid progrefs in fubduing the French provinces. H~ 
' ~345· took Monfegur, Monpefat, Villefranche, Miremont, and 

· .. ' · Tonnins, with the fortrefs ~f Da:naffcri. Aiguillon,' ~ 
fortrefs .deem~d it;,_pregnabl~, f~li into his ha?ds from the 

cowardice of tl~e g~wernor. Angouleme was f~rren~ercd 
after a :fhort ficge. The ·only place, where he !llet with 
confiderable refifbnce, .was Reole, which, however, was 
at lafr reduced after a fiege of above nine ~eeks r. • H~ 
made an at~en~pt on Blaye, but thought it more pruder~t 
to raife the fiege, than waite his time before a place of 
fmall importance g. · · · 

Jr 346. T'I-IE re:1.fon, why Derby was permitted to make, ~ith-
out oppofition, fuch progrefs on the fide of Guienne, was 
the difficulties under which the French nnances then la

boureq, and vyhich had obliged Philip to· iay ~n l!ew im~ 
pofitions, particularly the duty on fal~, to t~e gre~t dif
content, and almoit mutiny of his f~bjeB:s. · ~ut aftc.r 

the court of France was fupplied with money, gre~t prc.
parations were made; and the duke of Normandy, a~

tended by the duke of Burgundy, and other gr.eat nobility, 
led t~wards Guienne a powerful army, which ~he Englifli 
could not think of refifl:ing in the open field. The earl 
of Derby frood on the clefenfive, and allowed the French 
to carry on at leifure the fiege of Angouleme,· whi~h w~s 
their firfl: enterprize. John lord ~orwich, the governor, 
f-fter a brave an~ vigorous defence, found himfelf reduced 

~o fuch extremities, as obliged him to employ a fl:ratagem, 
jn order to fave his garrifon, and to prevent his being re~ 
d~ced to furre~der at difcretion. He appeared on · the 

~alls, and de fired a parley with the duke of Normandy. 

The prince there told Norwich, that he Juppofcd he in~ 

e Froilfard, li v. I. chap, 104, f Ibid. chap. uo. 
Z Ibid. chap. uz.. -

ten de~ 
L " ..: 
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tended to capitulate. " Not at all," replied the gover- C H A P. 

nor: ~' But as to-morro;v is the feafl: of the Virgin, to~ 
" whom? I know, that you, Sir, as well as myfelf, 1346. • 

" bear a great devotion, I defi e a ceffation of arms for 
~' that day." The propofal was agreed to; and Norwich, 
having ordered his forces to prepare all their baggage, 
!llarched out next day, and advanced towards the French 
,camp. The befiegers, imagining they were to be attack-
ed, ran to their arms ; but Norwich fent a meffeno-er to 

- 0 

the duke, reminding him of his engagement. The duke, 
who piqued himfelf on faithfully obferving his word, ex
claimed, I fee the governor has outu:itted me: But let us be 

+ontent with gaining the place : And the Englilh were al
lowed to pafs through the camp unmolefted h, After 
fome other fucceffes, the duke of Normandy laid fiege to 
Aiguillon ; and as the natural ftrength of die fortrefs, to
gether with a brave garrifon under the command of the 
earl of Pembroke, and Sir Waiter Manny, rendered it 
impoffible to take the place by affault, he propofed, after 
making feveral fruitlefs attacks i, to reduce it by famine: 
But before he could finifu this enterprize, he was called 
to another quarter of the kingdom, by one of the greateft 
difafters, that ever befel the French monarchy le:, 

Enw ARD, informed by the earl of Derby of the great 
danger to which Guienne was expofed, had prepared a 
force with which he intended in perfon to bring it relief. 
He embarked at Southampton on board a fleet of near a 
thoufand fail of all dimenfions ; and t:arried with him, 
befides all the chief nobility of England, his eldeft fon 
the prince of Wales, now fifteen years of age. The 
winds proved long contrary 1 ; and the king, in defpair 
of arriving in time at Guienne, was at lafl: purfuaded by 

Geoffry d'Harcourt, to change the deftination of his en-

h Froitrard, liv. 1. chap. uo. i Ibid. chap. ur. 
k lbid, chap, 134. 1 Aveibury, P• IZJ· 

terprize. 
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C H A P. terprize. This nobleman was a Norman by birth, had 
~long made a confiderable figure in th~ court of France, 

1346. and was generally eil:eemed for his perfonal merit and his 
valour; but being difobliged and perfecuted by Philip, he 
had fled over to England; had recommended himfelf to 
Edward, who was an excel~ent judge of men; and had 
fucceeded to Rcbert of Artois in the invidious office of 
exciting and afliil:ing t~c king in every enterprize ag<!infi: 
his native country. He had long infifted, that an expe
dition to Normandy promifed, in the prefent circum,. 
fiances, more favourable fuccefs, than one to Guienne ; 
that Edward would find the northern provinces almofr 
deil:itute of military force, which had been dravm to the 
fouth; that they were full of flouriiliing cities, whofe 
plunder would enrich the Englifh; that their cultivated 
:fields, as yet unfpoiled by war, would fupply them with 
plenty of provifions; and that the neighbourhood of the 
capital rendered every event of importance in thofe quar
ters m. Thefe reafons, which had not before been duly 
weighed by Edward, began to make more impreffion after 
the difappointm_ents which he had met with in his voyZ~ge 

12th July. 

Jnvalion of 
France. 

to Guienne: He ordered his fleet to fail to Normandy, 
and fafely difembarked his army at la Hogue. 

THIS army, which, during the courfe of the enfuing 
campaign, was crowned with the moil: fplendid fuccefs, 
confified of four thoufand men at arms, ten thoufand ar
chers, ten thoufand WeHh infantry, and fix thoufand 
Irilh. The Welili and the Irilh were light, diforderly 
troops, fitter for doing execution in a purfuit, or fcouring 
the country, than for any ftable action. The bow was 
always efteemed a frivolous weapon, where true military 
difcipline was known, and regular bodies of well-armed 
foot maintained. The only folid force in this army were 
the men at arms; and even thefe, being cavalry, were, 

m Froiliard, liv. I. chap. rzJ, 
2 on 
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on that account, much inferior, in the fhock of battle, C H A P. 

to good infantry : And as the whole were new levied~ 
~rocp's, v:e are led to entertain a very mean idea of the ~3t6• 
p1ilitary force of thofc ages, which, being ignorant in 
every other ar~, had not properly cultivated the a~t of 
war itfclf, the fole object of general attention. 

THE king created the earl of Arundcl confiable of his 
army, and the earls Ol Vvarwic and Harcourt, marefchals: 
He befiowed the honour of kni.ghthood on the prince of 
Wales and f vcral of t. e young nobility, immediately 

ppon his hnding. After dcfhoy ng all the fhips in la 
!fogue, B~:rflcur, and Chcrbourg, he fpread his army 
over the \vhole country, and gave them an unbounded 
lice1.ce of burning, fpoiling, and plundering every place, 
of whi h they became maftcrs. The loofe difcipline 
~hen pracrifed, could not be much hurt by thefe difor

derly praCtices ; and. Edward took care to prevent any 
furprizc, by giving orders to his troops, however they 
might difperfe themfelves in the day-time, always to 
R_ttarter themfelves at night near the main body. In this 
p1anner, Ivlontebourg, Carcntan, St. Lo, V alognes, and 
other places in the Cotentin, were pillaged without refifh
ance; and an univerfal confiern<.tion was fpread over the 

whole province"· 
THE intelligence of th:s unexpeCted invafion foon 

reached Paris; and threw Philip into great perplexity. 
He iffucd orders, however, for levying forces in all quar
ters, and difpatched the count of Eu, confiablc of France, 
and the count of Tancarville, with a body of troops, to 
the defence of Caen, a populous and commercial but open 

city, wh"ch lay in the neighbourhood of the Englifu 
army. The temptation of fo rich a prize foon allur
ed Edward to approach it; and the inhabitants, encou

raged by their numbers, and by the reinforcements which 

~ f~oifi"ard, liv, J, chap. U2• 
they 
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c H A P. they daily received from the country, ventured to meet 
~~him in the field. But their courage failed them on the 

J3fo. firfi: fhock: They fled with precipitation: The counts of 
Eu and Tancarville were taken prifoners: The victors 
entered the city along with the vanqui{hed, and a furious 
maliacre commenced, without d~frinB:ion of age, fex, or 
condition. The citi~ens, in defpair, barricadoed their 
houfes, and affaulted the Englifh with frones, bricks, and 
every mi:ffile weapon: The Engliili made way by fire to 
the defrruB:ion of the citizens : Till Edward, anxious to 
fave both his fpoil and his foldiers, ftopped the maffacre; 
and having obliged the inhabitants to lay down their arms, 
gave his troops licence to begin a more regular and lefs 
hazardous plunder of the city. The pillage continued 
for three days: The king referved for his own fhare the 
jewels, plate, filks, fine cloth, and fine linen ; a~d h~ 
befrowed all the remainder of the fpoil on his army. The 
whole was embarked on board the iliips, and fent over to 
England; together with three hundred of the richefi: citi
zens of Caen, whofe ranfom was an additional profit, 
which he expected afterwards to levy 0

• 'I'~ is difma~ 
fcene paffed in the prefcnce of two cardinal legates, whQ 
1 ad come to negociate a pe~ce between the kingdoms. 

THE king moved next to Roiien in hopes of treating 
t.1at city in the fame manner ; but found, that the bridg~ 
over the cinc was already broken clown, and that the 
~ing of France himfelf was arrived there with his a~my. 
He marched along the banks of that riycr towards Paris~ 
defrroying the whole country, and every town and villa~e, 
which he met with on his road P. Some of his light troop; 
carried their ravages even to the gates of Paris; and the 
royal palace of St. Germans, together with Nanterre, 
Ruelle, and other villages, was reduced to allies within 
fight of that capital. The Englifh propofed to pafs the 
river at Poiffy, but found the French army encamped o~ 

.e Froiffard, liv. J, chap. IZ4• P Ibid. chap. 125. 
th 
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the oppofitc banks, and the bridge at that place, a well c H A P. xv-. 
as all others over the Seine, broken down by orders from ~ 
Philip . . Edward now faw, that the French intended to 1346. 

enclofe him in their country, in hopes of attacking him 
with advantage on all fides: But he faved himfelf by a 
ftratagem from this perilous fituation. He gave his army 
orders to difiodge, and to advance farther up the Seine; 
but immediately returning by the fame road, arrived at 
Poiffy, which the enemy had already quitted, in order...t-6 
attend his motions. He repaired the bridge with incre-
dible celerity, paffed over his army, and having thus 

difengaged himfelf from the enemy, advanced by quick 

marches tovvards Flanders. His vanguard, commanded 

by Harcourt, met with the townfmen of Amiens, who 

were hafi:cning to reinforce their king, and defeated them 

with great !laughter q : He paffed by Beauvais, and burn-
ed the fuburbs of that city: But as he approached the 

Somme, he found himfelf in the fame difficulty as before: 

All the bridges on that river were either broken down, 

or ftrongly guarded : An army, under the command of 

Godcmar de F aye, was fl:ationed on the oppo:fite banks : 
Philip was advancing on him from the other quarter, 

with an army of a hundred thoufand men : And he was 

thus expofed to the danger of being enclofed, and of 

fiarving in an enemy's country. In this extremity, he 

publiihed a reward to any one, that :lhould bring him 
intelligence of a paffage over the Somme. A peafant, 
called Gobin Agace, whofe name has been preferved by 
the fhare which he had in thefc important tranfactions, 

was tempted on this occafion to betray the interefts of his 

country ; and he informed Edward of a ford below Abbe

ville, which had a found bottom, and might be paffed with
out difficulty at low water r. The king hafrened thither, 

but found Godemai de Faye on the oppo:fite banks. Be-

41 Froilfard, liv. i, chap. 12-5. r Jbid, chap, u6, IZ7· 
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c H A P. htg urged by neceffity, he deliBerated not a moment ; but 
XV. 

"--v--1 threw himfelf into the river, fword in hand, at the head . 
1 3.46• of his troops ; drove the enemy from their ftation ; and 

purfued them to a diftance on the plain '· The French 
army under Philip arrived at the ford, when· the rear
guard of tl1c Englifh were paffing. So narrow was the· 
efcape, which Edward, by his prudence and celerity, made 
from this danger ! The rifing of the tide prevented the 
French king from following him over the ford, and ob
liged that prince to take his toad over the bridge at Abbe_. 
ville ; by which feme time was loft. 

IT is natural to think, that Philip, at the head of fo 
vafr an army, was impatient to take revenge on the Eng
li!h, and to prevent the difgrace, to which he mufr be· 
expofed, if an inferior enemy .!hould be allowed, after 
ravaging fo great a part of his kingdom, to efcape with 
impunity. Edward alfo was fenfible, that fuch mufi be 
the objed: of the French monarch; and as he had ad
vanced but a little way before his enemy, he faw the 
danger of precipita6ng his march over the plains of Pi
cardy, and of expofing his rear to the infults of the nu-~ 

merous cavalry, in which the Fren-ch camp abounded.-
Battle of He took therefore a prudent refolution : He chofe his 
~~~~YAug. ground with advantage near the village of Crecy; he 

difpofed his army in excellent order ; he determined to' 

await in tranquillity the arrival of the enemy; and he 
hoped, that their eagerncfs to engage, and to prevent his 
retreat, after all their pafi difappointments, would hurry 
them on to feme ra!h and ill-concerted atl:ion. He drew 
up his army on a gentle afcent, and divided them into 
three lines : The firft was commanded by the prince of 
vVales, and under him, by the earls of W arwic and 
Oxford, by Harcourt, and by the lords Chandos, Hol
land, and _other noblcmcr.: The earls of Arundel and; 

! F10iifml, liv, i chap. rz.7. 
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1 orthampton, with the lords Willoughby, BalTet, Roos, c H A P. 

and Sir Lewis Tufton, were at the head of the fecond ~ 
line: He took to himfelf the command of the third divi- 1 346• 

fion, by which he propofcd either to bring fuccour to the 
two firfi lines, or to fecure a retreat in cafe. of any mis-

. fortune, or to pufh his advantages againft the enemy. 
He had likewife the precaution to throw up trenches on 
his flanks, in order to fecure himfelf from the numerous 

bodies of the French, who might affail him from that 
quarter; and he placed all his baggage behind him 
in a wood, which he alfo fecured by an intrenchment t. 

THE !kill and order of this difpofition, with the tran

quillity in which it was made, ferved extremely to com

pofe the minds of the foldiers ; and the king, that he 
migi1t farther infpirit them, rode through their ranks with 
fuch an air of cheerfulncfs and alacrity, as conveyed the 
higheft confiden<;e into every beholder. He pointed out 
to them the neceffity to which they were reduced, and 
the certain and inevitable defhuB:ion which awaited them, 
if, in their prefent fituation, enclofed on all hands in an 
enemy's country, they trufred to any thing but their own 
valour, or gave that enemy an opportunity of taking 
revenge for the many infults and indignities, which they 
had of late put upon him. He reminded them of the 

vifible afcendant, which they had hitherto maintained, 
over all the bodies of F rcnch troops that had fallen in 
their way; and affured the:n, that the fuperior numbers 
of the army, which at prcfent hovered over them, gave 
them not greater force, but was an advantage eafily com
penfated by the order in which he had placed his own 

army, and the refolution which he expected from them. 

He demanded nothing, he faid, but th:lt they would imi
tate his own example, and that of the prince of Wales ; 
and as the honour, the lives, the liberties of all, were 

t Froi!fard, liv. i, chap. uS. 
now 
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c ~.:. P. now expo fed to the fame danger, he was con?dent; that· 
~ they would make one common effort to extncate them

i346, felves from the prefent difficulties, and that their unit

ed courage would give them the victory over ail their 

enemies. 
IT is related by fome hifl:orians u, that kdward, befides 

the refources, which he found in his own genius and pre
fence of mind, employed alfo a new invention againfr 
the enemy, and placed in his front fame pieces of artil:.. 
lery, the firfr th:1t had yet been made ufe of on any re
markable occafion in Europe. This is the epoch of one 
of the mofl: fingular difcoveries, that has been made 

among men; a difcovery, which changed by degrees the 
whole art of war, and by confequence many circum..:. 

fiances in the political government of Europe. But the 
ignorance of that age, in the mechanical arts, rendered the 
progrefs of this new invention very flow. The artillery, 
firfr framed, were fo clumfy and of fuch difficult manage

ment, that men were not immediately fenfible of their 
ufe and efficacy: And even to the prefent times, improve~ 
ments have been continually making on this furious en
gine, which, though it feemed contrived for the defrruc
tion of mankind, and the overthrow of empires, has in 

the iffue rendered battles lefs bloody, and has given 

greater frability to rivil focieties. Nations, by its means~ 
have been brought more to a level: Conquefrs have be

come lefs frequent and rapid: Succefs in war has b~eri . 

reduced nearly to be a matter of calculation: And any 
nation, overmatched by its enemies, either yields to their 
demands, or fecures itfelf by alliances againfr their vio
lence and invafion. 

THE invention of artillery was at this time known in 
France as well as in England w; but Philip, in his hurry 

u Jean Villani~ lib, l2, cap, 66. 
lhrrb(lrJ({, 

w Du Ganj;e Gloff. i~ verbe 
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to overtake the enemy, had probably left his cannon be-C H A P. 

hind him, which he regarded as a ufelefs incumbrance. ~ 
All his other movements difcovered the fame imprudence 1 3 ~6. 
and precipitation. Impelled by anger, a dangerous coun-
fellor, and trufl:ing to the great fuperiority of his num-
bers, he thought that all depended on forcing an engage-
ment with the Englifh, and that, if he co,.;ld once reach 
the enemy in their retreat, the victory on his fide was 
certain and inevitable. He made a hafl:y march in fome 
confufion from Abbeville; but after he had advanced above 
two leagues, fome gentlemen, whom he had fent before 
to take a view of the enemy, returned to him, and 
brought him intelligence, that they had feen the Eng-
lifh drawn up in great order, and awaiting his arrival. 
They therefore advifed him to defer the combat till the 
enfuing day, when his army would have recovered from 
their fatigue, and might be difpofed into better order, 
than their prefent hurry had permitted them to obferve. 
Philip affented to this counfcl; but the former precipi-
tation of his march, and the impatience of the French 
nobility, made it impracticable for him to put it in exe-
cution. One divifion preffed upon another: Orders to 
fl:op were not feafonably conveyed to all of them: This 
immenfe body was not governed by fufficient difcipline to 
be manageable: And the French army, imperfectly form-
ed into three lines, arrived, already fatigued and difor-
dered, in prefence of the enemy. The firfl: line, con-
filling of 15,000 Genoefe crofs-bow men, was com-
manded by Anthony Doria, and Charles Grimaldi: The 
fecond was led by the count of Alen~on, brother to the 
king: The king himfclf was at the head of the third. 
BefiJes the French monarch, there were no lefs than three 
crowned heads in this engagement : The king of Bohe-
mia, the king of the Romans, his fon, and the king of 
1\1ajorca; with all the nobility and great vaffals of the 
crown of France. The army now confifl:ed of above 

Vot. II. F f . 12o,ooo 
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C H A P~ 120,000 men, above three times the number of the enemy. 

~ But the prudence of one man was fupedor to the advan ... 

1346. tage of all thi" force and fplendor. 
'rHE Englilh, on the approach of the enemy, kept 

their ranks :firm and immoveable ; and the Genoefe firil: 
began the attack. There had happened, a little before the 

engagement, a thunder-fhowcr, which had m~iftened and 
relaxed the fl:rings of the Genoefe crofs-bows ; t>heir ar ... 

rows fur this reafon fell :lhort of the enemy. The Eng

lifh archers, taking their bows out of their cafes, pour
ed in a :lhower of arrows upon this multitude who were 

oppofed to them; and foon threw them into diforder. 

'I'he Genoefe fell back upon the heavy-armed cavalry of 

the count of Alen<;on x ; who, enraged at their cowardice, 

ordered his troops to put them to the fword. The artil

lery fired amidfr the crov ... ·d ; the Englifh archers conti-
. nued to fend in their arrows among them; and nothing 

was to be feen iri that vafl: body but hurry and confufion, 

terror and difmay. The young prince of Wates had 
the prcfence of mrnd to take adv:mtage of' this fituation, 
and to lead on his line to the charge. The French ca
valry, however, recovc1 :ng fomewhat their order, and' 

encouraged by the example Qf their leader, made a fiout 

refiil:ance ;· and having at lafi:· cleared themfelves of the 
Genoefe runaways, adn.nced upon their adverfaries, and 

by their fuperior numbers bcg'm to hem them 10und. 
The earls of Arundel and N orthamptorr now advanced 

their line to fufl:ain the prince, who, ardent in his firft feats 
of arms, fct an example of valour, which was imitated 

by all his followers. The battle became for fome time 

hot and dangerous, and the e~rl of W arwic, apprehenfive· 
of the event from the fuperior numbers of the French, dif
patched a meffenger to the ,king, and entreated him to fend' 

. fuccours to the relief of the prince. Edwar.d had chofen 
hi~ ftation on the top of the hill ; and he furveyed in tran..-

x froilfard, liv, i. chap, 130• 
quillitf 
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~uillity the fcene of action. When the mdfenger accofted-C H A P. 

him, his firft que:fi:ion was, whether the prince was flain ~ 
or wounded. On receiving an anfwer in the negative, 1346. 

Return, faid he, to my fon, and tell him tbat I rcftrve the 
honour of this day to bim : I am confident ti;at he will jhow 

bimfelf worthy of the honour of knighthood, which I fa lately 
conferred upon him : He will be able without my a.JJ!fiance to 
repel the ene1ny Y. This fpcech, being reported to the 
prince and his attendants, irtfpired them with fre!h cou-
rage: They made an attack with redoubled vigour on 
the French, in \Vhich the cdunt of Alen~on was flaih : 
rrhat whole line of cavalry was thrown into diforder ; 
The riders were killed or difmounted : The W elfh in-
fantry ruilied into the throng, and with their long knives 
cut the throats of all who had fallen; nor was any quar-
ter given that day by the victors z. 

THE king of France advanced in vain with the rear , 
to fufiain the line commanded by his brother : He found 
them already difcomfited ; and the example of their rout 
encreafed the confufion, which was before but too pre-
valent in his own body. He had himfelf a horfe killed 
under him : He was remounted ; and, though left almofl: 
alone, he feemed :fi:ill determined to maintain the combat; 
when John of Hainault feized the reins of his bridle, 
turned about his horfe, and carried him off the field of 
battle. The whole French army took to flight, and was 
followed and put to the [word without mercy by the ene-
my; till the darknefs of the night put an end to the 
purfuit. The king, on his return to the camp, flew in· 
to the arms of the prince of \V ales, and exclaimed : 
My brave fan: Perfevere in your honourable courfe: You are 
my fon ; /or valiantly have you acquitted yourfelf to-day: You 
have jhewn yourfelf worthy of empire a. 

Y Fr~iifard, liv. i. chap. 130. z Ibid. a Ibid. chap. 13 r I 

THIS 
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c H A P. 1"'HIS battle, which is known by the name of the bat-

~ tle of Crccy, began after three o'clock in the afternoon, 
1346. and continued till evening. The next morning was 

foggy; and as the Englifh obfervecl, that many of the 
enemy had loft their way in the night and in the mifr, 
they employed a firatagem to bring thern into their 
power: They ereCted on the eminences fome French 
ft~ndards which they had taken in the battle; and all, 
who were allured by this falfe fignal, were put to the 

fword, and no quarter given them. In excufe for this 
i!lhumanity, it was alleged that the French king had 
given like orders to his troops; but the real reafon pro
~ably was, that the Englifn, in their prcfent fituation, 
did not chufc to be encumbered wit.h prifoners. On the 
day of battle, and on the cnfuing, there fell, by a mo

derate comput:'.tion, 1200 Frc11ch knights, 1400 gentle

men, 4000 men at arms, bcfides about 3o,ooo of inferior 
rank b, Many of the principal nobility of France, the 

dukes of Lorraine and Bourbon, the earls of Flanders~ 
Blois, Vaudemont, Aumale, \Vere left on the field of 
battle. The kL1gs a1fo of Bohemia and Majorca were 
.flain : The fate of the former vias remarkable: He was 
blind from age ; but being refolved to hazard his perfon, 
an .. l fet an cxan.ple to others, he ordered the reins cf his 

bridle to be tied on each fide to the horfes of t\~'o gentle

men of his train; and his dead body, and thofe of hi~ 
attendants, were after nrds found among the flain, with 

their horf-:s ftanding by them in that fituation '· His 
crefr was three ofhich feathers ; and his motto thefe Ger
man words, Ich dim, I fo,·ve: \Vhich the prince of W des 
and his fm:cellors ~dopted in memorial of this great vic
tory. The acrivn ITI:l} fcem 110 lefs rerl ;ukable for the 

fmall lofs fufi:ained by the Engliili than for the great 

flaughtcr of the French : There were killed in it only 

b Froiuard, liv, i. chap. 131. Knyghton, p. zsSS. 
liv. i. chap.130. Walfingham, p. 166. 

c F,oifiard, 

one 



EDWARD III. 

one efquire and three knights d, and very few of inferior c H A P. 

rank; a demonil:ration, that the prudent difpofition plan-~· 
ned by Edward, and the diforderly attack made by the 1346. 

French, had rendered the whole rather a rout than a 

battle, which was indeed the common cafe with engage-
ments in thofe times. 

THE great prudence of Edward appeared not only 
in obtaining this memorable victory, but in the meafures 
which he purfued after it. Not elated by his prefent 
profperity, fo far as to expect the total conqueil: of France, 
or even that of any confiderable provinces; he propof< d 
only to fccure fuch an eafy entrance into that kingdom, as 
might afterwards open the way to more moderate advan
tages. He knew the extreme diil:ance of Guienne : He 
had experienced the difficulty and uncertainty of pene
trating on the fide of the Low Countries, and had al
ready loll: much of his authority over Flanders by the 
death of d' Arteville, who had been murdered by the po
pulace themfel ves, his former partizans, on his attempt

ing to transfer the fovereignty of that pro\·ince to the 
prince of Wales e. The king, therefore, limited his 

ambition to the conquefi: of Calais ; and after the inter
val of a few days, which he employed in interring the 
1lain, he marched vrith his victorious army, and prdented 
himfelf before the place. 

JoHN of Vienne, a valiant knight of Burgundy, was 
governor of Calais, and being fuppEed with every thing 
necdfary for defence, he encouraged the townfmen to 
perform to the utmoil: their duty to their king and 
country. Edward therefore, tcnfible from the begin

ning that it \vas vain to attempt the place by force, pro
pQfed ouly to reduce it by famine : He chofe a fecure 
ftation for his camp; drew entrenchments around the 
whole city; raifed huts for his foldiers, which he covered 

e Froi!fard, liY. J. ch:~p. JI6, 

Ff3 with 
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P H A P. with fl:raw or broom; and provided his army with all tha 
XV. 
~ conveniencies, necefiary to make them endure the winter 

1 ~.4.6.~ feafon, which was approaching. As the governor foon 
perceived his intention, he expelled all the ufelefs mouths. , 
and the k-ing had the gen.erofity to allow thefe unhappy 

people to pafs though his camp, and he even fupplied 

them with money for their journey r. 
WHILE Edwo.rd was engaged in this fiege, which em

ployed him near a twelvemonth, there paired in different 

places many other events ; and all to the honour of the 

EngliJh arms.. · 
THE ,retreat of the duke of Normandy from Guienne 

left the earl of Derby mafrer of the field ; and he was 
not negligent in making his advantage of the fuperiority •. 
He took 1\tlirebeau by aifaul_t : He made himfelf mafl:er 
of Lufignan in the fame manner: Taillebourg and St. 
Jean de Angeli fell into his hands: PoiCl:iers opened its 
gates to him; and Derby having thus broken into the 

frontiers on that 9 uarter, carried his incurfions to the 
banks of the Loire, and filled all the fouthern province~. 

of France with horror and devafl:ation g. 

THE flames of war were at the fame time ki-ndled in 
Britanny. Charles of Blois invaded that province with. 
a confidcrable army, and invefl:ed the fortrefs of Roche de, 

Rien ; but the countefs of Mountfort, reinforced by fome 
Englifh troops under Sir Thomas Dagworth, attacked 
him during the nig\1t in his entrenchments, difperfed his.. 
army, and took Charles himfelf. pri!Dner h. His wife, by 
whom he enjoyed his pretenfions to Britanny, compelled. 
~y the prefent neceffity, took on her the government of 
the party, and proved herfelf a rival in every fuape, and 
an antagonifr to the countefs of Mountfort, hoth in the 
field and in the cabinet. And while thefe heroic dames.. 
prefented this extraordinary fc.ene to. the world, another. 

f Froilfard, liv. i. chap, IJJ• g Ibid. chap. 136, !I _Ibid. 

.;.~ap .• 143• W.iHingh,am, p. 168, Ypod. Neu:'l:· p. 51 7, 518.. 
pr~ncef~. 
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princefs in England, of frill higher rank, fhowed herfelf c H A P • 

.uo lefs capable of exerting every mar;1ly virtue. ~ 
THE Scottifh nation, after lon~o- .defending, with in- 1 34~· 

-'=' '"' War w1th 

~redible perfeverancc, their liberties aga·infl: rhe fuperior Scotland. 

force of the Engli!h, recalled th~ir king, Dav.id Bruce, 
in I 342. 'fhough that prince, neither by his age nor 

capacity, could bring them great affifiancc, he gave them 
the countenance of fovereign authority; and as Edward's 
wars on the continent proved a great diverfion to the 

force of England, ·~hey :rende.red the balance more equal 
between the two kingdoms.. In every truce which Ed-

ward concluded with Philip, the king of Scotland was 
comprehended: a_nd when Edwar·d made his lafi inyafio.n 

upon Fr.an<-e, Da.vid was 1l:r.ongly folicited ~by his ~ally tQ 

begin alfo hofi:Hities, and to invade the northern coulf-:-

-ties of England. The nobility of his nation being al-
ways forwJrd in fuch incurfions, David foon muficred a 
great army, entered Northumberland at the ~ead of above 

so,ooo men~ and c.arried his ravages and deyafi?tions tQ 
the gates of Durham i. But q_l:le~ Pbilip.pa, aifembling 
a body of little more than r2,ooo men k, which ;the en-
trufi:ed to the command of Lord Piercy, ventured to ap-
proach him at N eville's Crofs near that city ; and ridi~g 
.through the ranks of her army, exhorted C\'ery man to do 

.his duty, and to take revenge on thefe barbarous ravagers 1• 

Nor coulu lhe be pcrfuadcd to leave the fielJ, till the ar- 17thO&. 

mics were on the point of et;1gag!ng. The Scots have 
often been unfortunate in the great pitched batt1es which 

they fought with tbe Engli{h; eycn though tl}.c1 com-
monly decl-ined fuch engagements where the fuperiority of 

~\lmbe;s was nQt on their fide: But never did they receive 
::,t more fata] b1ow than the prefent. 'I'hry were broken 
~nd chaced off the field : Fifteen thoufand of them, ion~ 

i Fr.oi!fard, liv. r. chap, 737• 
~ Ibid . eh~), I-JS• 

fft 

k Ibid. chap. 138. 
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C ~"~ P. hifl:orians fay twenty thoufand, w~rc flain; among whom 
,-......,; were Edward Keith, earl Marefchal, and Sir 'l'homas 

( , 
1 346. f Charter is, chancellor : And the king himfelf was taken 

~ap'tvity o . . , • • 
th · !dng of pnfoner, w1th the earls of Soutnerland, Ftfe, Montetth, 
Scots. Canic, lord Douglas, and many other noblemen m. 

1347· 
Cal..1s 
tdken. 

PHILJPP A, having fecured her royal prifoner in the 
'I'ower n, croffcd the fca at Dover; and was received in 
the Engl!fh c, mp before Calais with all the triumph due 
to her rank, her merit, and her fuccefs. This age was 
the reign of chivalry and gallantry: Edward's court ex
celled in thefc accomplifhments as much as in policy and 
arms : And if any thing could juftify the obfequious de
votion then profcflcd to the fair fex, it mufl: be the ap
pearance of fuch extraordinary women as fhone forth 
during that pc:iod. 

THE town of Calais had been defended with remark
able vigilance, confbncy, and lravery by the townfmen, 
during a fiegc of unufnal length: But Philip, informed 
of their di{heffed condition, determ~ned at Iafl: to attempt 
their relief; and he approached the Englifh with an im-

. m.;nfe army, which the writers of that age make amount 
to 20o,oco men. But he found Edward fo furrounded 
\Vith morafles, and fecured by entrenchments, that, 
without running on inevitable defl:ruc1ion, he concluded 
it impoffible to make an attempt on the Engliili camp. 
He had no other refource than to fend his rival a Yain 
challenge to meet him in the open field; which being re
fufcd, he was obliged to decamp with his army, and diC
pcrfe them into their fcveral pr.ovinces 0 • 

JOHN OF V IENNE, governor of Calais, now faw the 
ncceffity of furrendering his fortrefs, which was red~ced 

m Froiffard, liv. I, chap. 139• 

• Froiffard1 liv, J, chap. 144, 145• 
n Rymer, vol. v. p. 537• 

Ave.lbury, P• 16r, J6.t. 
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to the lafi: extremity, by famine and the fatigue of the c H A P. 

inhabitants. He appeared on the walls, and made a fig-~ 
nal to the Engli{h centinels tliat he defired a parley. 1347• 

Sir Waiter Manny was fcnt to him by Edward. " Brave 

" knight," cried the governor, " I have been cntrufied 

" by my fovereign with the command of this town: It 
" is almofr a year fince you befieged me ; and I have 

'' endeavoured, as well as thofe under me, to do our 

" duty. But you are acquainted with our prefent con-
" clition : We have no hopes of relief; we are periihing 
" with hunger; I am willing therefore to furrender, and 

" defirc, as the fole condition, to enfure the lives and 
" liberties of thefe brave men, who have fo long ihared 
" with me every danger and fatigue P ." 

MANNY replied, that he was well acquainted with the 
intentions of the king of England ; that that prince was 

incenfed againfr the townfmen of Calais for their perti

nacious refifrance, and for the evils which they had made 

him and his fubjeB:s fufFer; that he was determined to 

take exemplary vengeance on them; and would not re

ceive the town on any condition which fhould confine 

him in the puniihment of thefe offenders. " Confuier," 
replied Vienne, " that this is not the treatment to v.rhich 

" brave men are intitled : If any Englifu knight had 
" been in my fituation, your king would have expected 

" the fame conducr from him. The inhabitants of Ca

" lais have done for their fovereign what merits the ef

" teem of every prince ; much more of fo galla1~t a prince 

" as Edward. But I inform you, that, if we mufi perifh, 

" we fhall not periih unrevenged ; and that we arc not 

" yet fo reduced, but we can fell our lives at a high price 
" to the vitlors. It is the interefr of both fides .to pre

" vent thefe defperate extremities; and I ex peer, that 

Jl Froilfard, liv, r. chap. 146, 

" you 
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c H A P. " you yourfelf, brave knight, will interpofe your good 
xv. (( h . . 
~ ofP.ces wit your pnnce m our behalf." 

l3t7• MANNY was frruck with the juftnefs of thefe fenti-
rnents, and reprefented to the king the danger of reprifals, 
if he fuould give fuch treatment to the inhabitants of 
Calais. Edward was at !aft perfuacled to mitigate the 
rigour of the conditions demanded: He pnly infifred, that 
fix of the m oft confiderable citizens thould be fent to him 
to pe ,difpofed of as he thought proper; that they f4ould 
come to his camp carrying the keys of the eity in their, 
hands, bareheaded and barefooted, with ropes about their 
necks : And on thefe conditions, he promifed to fpare the 
Jives of all the remainder q, 

WHEN this intelligence was conveyed to Calais, it 
ftruck the inhabitants with new confternation. To fa
crifice fix of their fellow-citizens to certain Q.dlruCl:ion

9 

for fignalizing , their valour in a commpn caufe, appeareq 
to them even more fevere than that general punifhmentt 
with which tpey were before threatened ; and they founq 
themfelves incapaple of .coming to any refolution in fo 
cruel and diftrefsful a fituation. At laft one of the prin':" 
cipal inhabit~nts called Euftace de St. Pierre, whqfe pam~ 
deferves to be recorded, ftepped forth, and Q.eclared him
felf willing to encounter death for the fafety of his friends 
and companions: Another, animated by his example, 
made a like generous offer : A third and a fourth pre
fented themfelves to the fame fate; and the whole number 
was foon completed. 1"'l}efe fix heroic burgdfes appeared 
before Edward in the guife of malefactors, laid at ~is fee~ 
the keys of their city, and were ordered to be led to ex e ... 
cution. It is furprizing, that fo generous a prince fhould 
ever have entert~ined fuch a barbarous purpofe againft 
fuch men ; and !till more that he ~ould ferioufly perfift 

q Froiffard, liv, lo chap. 146, 

in 
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fn the refolution of executing it*· But the entreaties C H A P, 

of },is queen faved h i~ memory from that infamy: She~ 
threw hcrfelf on her knees before him, and with tears in IH7• 

her eyes begged tl- lives of thefe citizens. Having ob-
tained her req~efi, fhe ~arried them into her tent, ordered 

a repafr to be fet before them, apd after making them a 

prcfent of money and clothes, difmiffed them in fafety r. 

THE king took pofTeffion of Calais ; and immediately 4th Au~\ltt-t _ 

executed an aCl: of rigor, more jufiifiable beca&fe more 

necefTary, than that which he had before refolved on. 

He knew, that, notwithfranding his pretended title to the 

crown of France, every Frenchman regarded him as a 

mortal enemy : He therefore ordered all the inhabitants 
of Calais to evacuate the town, and he peopled it anew 
with Englifu ; a policy which pr~babl y preferved fo long 
to his fuccefTors the dominion of that important fortrefs. 

He made it the fiaple of v.;ool, lea~her, tin, and lead; the 

four chief, if not the fole commodities of the kingdom, 

for which there was any coniiderable demand in foreign 

~arkets. All the ~nglifu were obliged to bring thither 
thefe goods : Foreign merchants carp.e to the fame place 

in order to purchafe them : And at a period, when pofts 

were not efiablifued, and when the communication be ... 
tween fiates was fo imperfett, this infiitution, though it 
hurt the navigation of England, was perhaps of advan~ 

~age to the K:ingdom. 

THROUGH the mediation of the pope's legates, Ed- 13~ 
ward concluded a truce with France; but even during 
th.is cefTation of arms, he had very ne~rly loil: Calais, the 
fole fruit of all his boafted vicrories. The king had en-

trufred that place to the command of Aimery de Pavie, 
an Italian, who had difcovered brayery and conduct. in the 

• See note [H) at the end of the vol1,1me. 

r .frolf!J.rd, liv. 1. cbar, 146. 
wars,_ 
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C H A P. wars, but was utterly defritute of every principle of honour XV 
~and :fidelity. This man agreed to deliver up Calais for 

I34S. the fum of 20,000 crowns; and Geoffi·ey de Charni, who 
co!llmanded the French forces in thofe quarters, and who 
knew, that, if he fucceeded in t~is fervice, he lhould not 
be difavowed, ventured, without confulting his mafier, to 
conclude the bargain with him. Edward, informed of 
this treachery, by means of Aimery's fecretary, fummoncd 
the governor to London on other pretences ; and having 
charged him with the guilt, promifed him his life, but on 
condition that he would turn the contrivance to the dc
:firucrion of the enemy. The Italian eafil y agreed to this 
double treachery_. A day was appointed for the admiffion 
of the F rcnch ; and Eel ward, having prepared a force of 
about a thouf~md men, under Sir Waiter Manny, fe
crctly departed from London, carrying with him the 
prince of "\Vales; and without being fufped:ed, arrived 
the evening before at Calais. He made a proper difpofi
tion for the reception of the enemy ; and kept all his 
forces and the garrifon under arms. On the appearance 
of Charni, a chofcn band of French foldicrs was admitted 
at the pofiern, and Aimery, receiving the fiipulated fum, 
promifed, that, with their affiflance, he would immediately 
open the great gate to the troops, who were waiting with 
impatience for the fulfilling of his engagement. All the 

1 .3-1 9• French who 'entered were immediately flain or taken pri-
1 Jan. foners: The great gate opened: Edward rulhed forth 

with cries of battle and of viCtory: The French, though 
aftonilhed at the event, behaved with valour: A fierce 
and bloody engagement enfucd. As the morning broke, 
the king, who was not diftinguilhed by his arms, and who 
fought as a private man under the frandard of Sir W alter 
Manny, remarked a French gentleman, called Eufrace. de 
Ribaumont, who exerted himfelf with fingular vigour 2nd 

bravery; and he was feized with a defire of trying a fingle 
combat with him. He ftepped forth from his troop, and 

challenging 
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challenging Ribaumont by name, (for he was known to C H A P. 

him) began a fuarp and dangerous encounter. He was xv. 
~ 

twice beat to the ground by the valour of the Frenchman: 134,. 

He twice recovered himfelf: Blows were redoubled with 

equal force on both fides : The victory was long unde-
cided: Till Ribaumont, perceiving himfelf to be left 

almofr alone, called out to his antagonift, Sir knight, I 
yield myfllf your prijoner ; and at the fame time delivered 
his [word to the king. 11oft of the French, being over
powered by numbers, and intercepted in their retreat, 

loft either their lives or their 1 iberty s. 

The French officers, v.rho had fallen into the hands of 

the Englifh, ·were conduCted into Calais ; where Edward 
difcoyered to them the antagonift with whom they had 
had the honour to be engaged, and treated them with 
great regard and courtcfy. They were admitted to fup 
with the prince of Wales, and the Englilh nobility; and 
after fuppcr, the king himfelf came into the apartment, 
and went about, converfing familiarly with one or other 
of his prifoners. He even addreffed himfelf in an obliging 
manner to Charni, and avoided reproaching him with the 
treacherous attempt, which he had made upon Calais 
during the truce: But he openly befrowed the higheft en
comiums on Ribaumont; called him the moft valorous 

knight that he had ever been acquainted with; and con
fcfTed, that he himfelf had at no time been in fo great 
danger as when engaged in combat with him. He then 

took a firing of pcar1s, which he wore about his own 
head, and throwing it over the head of Ribaumont, he 
faiJ to him, " Sir Euflace, I bcfrow this prcfcnt upon 
" you, as a tefiimony of my efieem for your bravery: 
" Ancl I defire you to wear it a year for my fake : I 
" know you to be gay and amorous; and to take d light 
" in the company of ladies and damfels: Let them all 

1 " kn..ow 
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C H A P." know from what hand you had the prefcnt: You aic xv. 
~~" no longer a prifoner; I acquit you of }'our ranfom; 

l349· " and you are at liberty to-morrow to difpofe of your...1 
" felf as you think proper." 

NOTHING can more evidently prove the va:ll: fuperiority 
affumed by the nobility and gentry above all the other 
orders of men during thofe ages, than the f'.xtreme diff~
rence which Edward made in his treatment of thefe 

French knights, and that of the fix citizens of Calais; 
who had exerted more fignal bravery in a caufe more juf_. 
tifiable and more honourable, 
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C H A P. XVI. 

E D W A R D III. 

Inftitution of the garter-- State of France

Battle of Poitliers --Captivity of the king of 
France--State of that kingdom--- Invt~jion of 
Prance--Peace of Bretigni--State of France 

- E:J(pedition into Cajlile --Rupture with 

France-Illfuccefs of the Englijh--Death of 

the prince of Wales--Death--and charaCter 

fJj the king --Mifcellaneous tranfatlions in this 

reign. 

T HE prudent conduCt: and great fuccefs of Edward c HA P. 

in his foreign wars had excited a firong emulation XVJ. 

and a military genius among the Englifh nobility; and ~ 
thefe turbulent barons, over-awed by the crown, gave 
now a more ufeful direCtion to their ambition, and at-

tached themfelves to a prince who led them to the acqui-
fttion of riches and of glory. That he might farther 1349• 
promote the fpirit of emulation and obedience, the king 
in!l:ituted the order of the garter, in imitation of fome 

orders of a like nature, religious as well as military, 
which had been e!l:ablifhed in different parts of Europe. 
The number received into this order confifl:ed of twenty- Inflitution 

five perfons, befides the fovereign ; and as it has never of the ~ar• 

been enlaro-ed this badge of difiinction continues as ho- ter. 
b ' 

nourable as at its firfr infiitution, and is fiill a valuable, 
though a cheap, prefent, which the prince can confer on 
his greatefl: fubjeCls. A vulgar fiory prevails, but is not 
fupported by any aACient authority, that, at a court-

ball, 
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c H A P. ball, Edward's mifrrefs, commonly fuppofed to be the 

~ countefs of Sali!bury, dropped her garter; and the king, 
1349· taking it up, obferved fame of the courtiers to fmile, as if 

they thought that he had not obtained this f:lVour merely 

by accident : Upon which he called out, Honi Joit qui 
mal y penfe, Evil to him that evil thinks ; and as every 
incident of gallantry among thefe ancient warriors was 

magnified into a matter of great importance*, he infti
tuted the order of the garter in meniorial of this event, 
and gave thefe words as the motto _of the order. This 
origin, though frivolous, is not unfuitable to the manners 
of the times ; and it is indeed difficult by any other 
means to account, either for the fecmingly unmeaning 
terms C#f the motto, or for the peculiar badge of the gar
ter, which fcems to have no refere11ce to any purpofe 
either of military ufe or ornament. 

BuT a fudden damp was thrown over this fefi:ivity and 
triumph of the court of Enghnd, by a defi:ruB:ive peiti
lcnce, which invaded that kingdom as well as the reft of 
Europe; and is computed to have fwept away near a 
third of the inhabitants in every country, which it at
tacked. It was probably more fatal in great cities than 
in the country; and above 1ifty thoufand fouls are faid to 
have pcriilied by it in London alone r. This malady dif
covcred itfclf firft in the north of Afia, was fpread over all 
that country, made its progrefs frnm one end of Europe 

to another, and fenfibly depopulated every fi:ate through 
vvhich it pdfcd. So grievous a cal~Linity, more than the 

pacific difpofition of the p!'inces, . fer\'ed to maintain and 
prolong the truce between France and England. 

• See note [IJ at the end of the volum". 
t Stowe's Sur~ ey, p. 4;78. There were .b•~ried so,ooo bodies !none church

yard, which Sir 7<~1ter M:tnny had bought for the ufe of the poor. The 

{a!W! author fays, that there died above 5o,coo perions of the plague in Nor

wich, which is quite incredible. 

DuRING 
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DuRING this truce, Philip de Valois died, without c H A P. 

being able to re-efcabliih the affairs of France, which his ~ 
bad fuccefs againfl: England had thrown into extreme 1350. 

diforder. This monarch, during the firfl: years of his 
reign, had obtained the appellation of Fortunate, and ac-
quired the character of prudent; but he ill maintained 
either the one or the other; lefs from his own fault, than 
becaufe he was overmatchcd by the fuperior fortune and 
fuperior genius of Edward. But the incidents in the 
reign of his fon John, gave the French nation caufe to 
regret even the calamitous times of his predecdfor. John 
was difringuiihed by many virtues, particularly a fcrupu-
lous honour and fidelity : He wa5 not deficient in per-
fonal courage: But as he wanted that ma:fl:erly prudence 
and forefight, which his difficult fituation required, his 
kingdom was at the fame time di:fl:urbed by intcftine 
commotions, and oppreffed with foreign wars. The chief t 354 .• 

fource of its calamities, was Cha:-les king of N avarre, ~:~~c~: 
who received the epithet of the bad or wicked, and whofe 
conduB: fully entitled him to that appellation. This prince 
was defcended from males of the b:ood royal of France; 
h:s mother was- daughter of Lewis Rutin; he had him-
felf efpoufed a daughter of king John~ But dl thefe ties, 
which ought to have connected him with the throne, g~ve 
him only greater pmver to fha.ce and 0\ erthrow it. vVith 
regard to his perfonal qua-lities, he w~s courLous, aff<.tble, 
engaging, eloquent ; full f inflnu~.tion and addrefs; in
exhauftible in his rcfources; active and ei:tc!·prifing. But 
thefe fplendid accomplilhments wee at the fame time at-
tended with fuch defects, as rendered them pernicious to 
his country, and even rui::ous to hi.af lf: H~ was fickle, 
inconfi:ant, faithlefs, rci'Cl geful, malicious : Rdhained 
by no principle or duty: Infat'able in his pr tenfions: 
An-.1 whether fuccefsfu' or unfortun~tc in cne enterprize1 

h.-: i nmediately undcrto~.k an<;>thcr, i. wh:ch he was never 

' 11 G deterred . OJ.... • g 
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c H A P. deterred from employing the mofr crimind ~nd mcfr dif
XVI. 
~ honoUlabl~ expedients. 

1 354• TGE confbble of Eu, \vho had been taken prifoner by 

1 355· 

EchYard at Caen, rccover-2d his liberty, on the promife of 
dcliver:ng as his ranfom, the town of Guifnes, near Ca

b!s, of wLich he was fuperior lord : But as John was 

ofLndccl at this fiipulation, which, if fulfilled, opened 
frill f~rther that frontier tp the enemy, and as he fufpeCl:ed 
the corfiablc of more d:.nzerous connections with the 

kino- of Eng and, he ordered him to be feized, and with_ 

out any legal or form~l trial, put him to dea•h in prifon. 

Charles de la Cerda was appointed confiab]e in his place; 

and had a lil'e fatal end : The king of N avarre ordered 

h~xn to be alfaffipatecl ; and fuch was the weaknefs of the 
crown, that this prince, infl:ead of dreading puniihment, 

wou!d not even agree to afk pardon for his offence, 

but on condition that he :lhould receive an accefficn of 
tenitory : And he had alfo John's fecond fon put into 
1 is h::1n~r, as a fecurity for his perfon, when he came to 
court, and performed this aB: of mock penitence and hu
miliatio·l before his fovereign 11

• 

TnE tv:o French princes feemed entirely reconciled; 
but this diffimulation, to which John fubmitted from ne

ccffity, and Charles from hab.it, did not long continue? 
anu the king of Navarre knew, that he ,had reafon to ap
prehend the mofi fevere vengeance for the many crimes 
and treafons, which he had already committed, and the 

{till greater, which he was meditating. To enfure him
fdf of protection, he entered into a fecret correfpondencc 

-vvit~l England, by means of Henry earl of Derby, now 
ea;-l of Lancufier, who at that time was employed in fruit

iefs negociations for peace at Avignon, under the media

tion of the pope. John detected this correfpondence; 

and 
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and to prc\·ent the fatal effects of it, he fent forces into c H A P. 

Normandy, the chief feat of the king of Navarre s power,~ 
and attacked his caftles and fortreucs. But hearing that 1355• 

Edward had prepared an army to fupport his ally, he 

had the weaknefs to propofe G:n accommodation witfl 

Charles, and even to give this traiterous fuhjeCl: the fum 

of a . hundred thoufand crowns, as the purchafc of a 

feigned reconcilement, which rendered him frill more 

dangerous. The king of N avarre, infolent from pafr im-
punity, and defpcrate from the dangers which he appre-

hended, continued frill his intrigues; and affociating him-
felf with Geoffrey d'Harcourt, who hc.d received his pardon 

from Philip de Valois, but perfevered frill in his faCtious 
difpofition, he encreafed the number of his partizans in 
every part of the kingdom. He even feduced by his ad-
drefs, Charles, the king of France's cld it fon, a youth ot 
feventeen years of age, who was the firfi that bore the ap-

pellation of Dauphin, by the re-union of the province of 

Dauphiny to the crown. But this prince, being made 

fcnfible of the danger and (olly of th fe conneCtions, pro-

mifed to make atonement for the offence by the facrifice 
of his affociates; and in concert with his fat!1er, he in-
vited the king of N avarre, and other noblemen of the 
party, to a feafi at Roi.ien, where they w~rc betrayed into 

the hands of John. Some of the mo.fl: obnoxious were 
immediately led to execution; the king of Nav~rrc was 
thrown into prifon w : llut this frroke of fcvcrity in the 
king, and of treachery in the Dauphin, virts far from 

proving dccifive in maintainir g the royal a•lthority. Phi-

lip of N avarre, brother to Charles, and Gcoftrcy d'Har-
court, p'..lt all the towns an:! cal1les belon,gin!; to that 

prince in a pofl:urc of defence; and had immediate r~-
cour{e to the proteCtion of En~land in this dcf1 eratc ex-

tr(!mity. 

• fro:ff.1rd, liv. i. chaj). 146. Av•!b ry, P• 243• 

Ggz 
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THE truce between the two kingdoms, which had al
ways been ill obferved en bot!1 1ldl s, was now expired ; 
and Edw4rd w as enf rel/ fre~ to fupport th F rench mal
contents. Well pleafed, that the faCtions in France had at 
length gained him fome partizans in that kingdom, which 
his pretenfions to the crovvn had never been able to ac

compliih, he propofed to attack his enemy both on the 
fide of Guienne, under the command of the prince of 
\Vales, and on that of Calais, in his own perfon. 

YoUNG Edw::ml arrived in the Garronne with his ar
my, on board a fleet of three hundred fail, attended by the 
eatls of Vlarwic, Saliiliury, Oxford, Suffolk, and other 
Englilh noblemen. Being joined by the vaffals of Gaf
cony, he took the field; and as the prefent diforders in 
Franc-2 prevented every proper plan of defence, he carried 
on with impunity his r:1vages and deva!b.tions, according 
to the mode of war in that age. He reduced all the vil
lages and feveral towns in Languedoc to allies : He pre
fented himfelf before Touloufe; paired the Garronne, 
and burned the fuburbs of Carcaifonne; advanced even to 
N arbonne, laying every place wafte around him : And 
after an incurfion of fix weeks, returned with a vafr booty 
and many prifoners to Guienne, where he took up his 
winter-quarters x. The confl:able of Bourbon, who com
manded in thofe provinces, received orders, though at the 
head of a fuperior army, on no account to run the hazard 
of a battle. 

1""'HE king of England's incurfion from Calais was of 
the fame nature, and attc:1ded with the fame iffue. He 
broke into France at the head of a numerous army ; to 
which he gave a full licence of plundering and ravaging 
the open country. He advanced to St. Omer, where the 
king of F ranee was pofl:ed ; and on the retreat of that 

prince, 
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prince, followed him to Hefdin Y, John frill kept at a c H A P. 

diftance, and declined an engagement: But in orJer to~ 
f4ve his reputation, he fent Edward a challenge to fight a 1 H .J · 

pitched battle with him; a ufual bravade in tl1:1t :1ge, de-
rived from the practice of ftngle combat, and ridiculous 
in the art of war. The king, finding no ftncerity in this 
defiance, retired to Calais, and thence went m er to Eno--o 
hnd, in order to defend that kingdom aga' nfl: a threatened 
invafton of the Scots. 

THE Scots, taking advantage of the king's abfence, 
and that of the military power of England, had furprized 
Berwic; and had collected an army with a view of com
mitting ravages upon the northern provinces : But on the 
approach of Edward, they abandoned that place, which 
was not tenable, while the cafHe was in the hands of the 
Englitb ; and retiring to their mountains, gave the ene
my full liberty of burning and defiroying the whole coun
try from Berwic to Edinburgh z. Baliol attended Edward 

on this expedition ; but finding, that his confrant adher
ence to the Englifh had given his countrymen an uncon
querable averfion to his title, and that he himfelf was 
declining through age and infirmities, he finally refigncd 
into the king's hands his pretenfions to the crown of 
Scotland a, and received in lieu of them an annual penfion 
of 2000 pounds, with which he paired the remainder of 
his life in privacy and retirement. 

DuRING thefe military operations, Edward received in
formation of the encreafing diforders in France, arifing 
from the imprifonment of the king of N avarre; and he 
fent Lancafi:er at the bead of a fm.all army, to fupport the 
partizans of that prince in Normandy. The war wa~ 
conduB:ed with various fuccefs; but chiefly to the difad
vantage of the French malcontents; till an important 

y Froifl'ard, liv. J, chap, 144• Avdbury, p. :l06. Walfing. p. 171. 

z Walling. P• 17 1, a Rymer, vol, v. P• 82.3• Ypod, Neuft. 

p. su. 
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C ~\-~ P. event happened in the other quarter of the kingdom, 
~which had well nigh proved fatal to the monarchy of 

13 :; 5. France, and threw every thing into the utmofr confuton. 

Jhttle of 
Po;d:u.s, 

THE prince of 'Vales, encouraged by the fuccefs of the 
preceding campaign, took the field with an army, which 
no hifl:orian makes amount to above I 2,ooo men, and of 
whrch not a third v;ere Engli{h; and with this fmall body, 
he ventured to penetrate into the heart of France. After 
ravzging the Agenois, ~crcy, and the Limoufin, he en
tered the province of Berry ; and made feme attacks, 
though witHout fueccfs, on the towns of Bourges and 
Ii1oudun. It 2ppcared, th::.t his intentions were to march 
into Normandy, and to join his forces vvith thofe of the 
earl of Lancaficr, :md the partizans of the king of Na
varre ; but finclino- o.11 the bridges on the Loire broken 
down, and every pa[s c~rcfully guarded, he was obliged 
to think of making his retreat into Guienne b. He found 
this refolution th.e more neccliary, from the intelligence 
which he received of tLc king of France's motions. That 
monarch, provoked 2t the infult offered him by this in
curfion, and entertaining hopes of fuccefs from the young 
prince's temerity, collected a great army of above 6o,ooo 
men, and advanced by hafi:y marches to intercept his 
enemy. The prince, not aware of John's near approach, 
lofl: feme clays, on his retreat, before the cafrle of Remo
ran:in c; and thereby gave t;_he French an opportunity of 
ovcrta!-.:ing him. They came within fight at Maupcrtuis 
near PoiC'ticrs ; ~nd Edv,rard, fenfible that his retreat was 
now become imprat>cicablc, prepared for battle with all 
ti c courage of a young hero, 2nd with all the prudence 
of the olddl: and mofr expcricn'"'cd comm~:1dcr. 

Bn·r the utmcft prudence and courage would have 
proved iniuli:ciu.t to favc him in this extremity, had the 

h \Valfing. p. 171· 

¥'• 17I• 
c Fruilfard, liv J, chap. 158. Walfing. 
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king of Fr:mce known how to make ufe of his pretent C H A P. 

cl H
. r. • . • b . , xvr. 

a vantages. 1s gr~at 1upenonty m num crs enabled ~ 

him to furround the enemy; and by interce·pting a1l pro- 1356. 

vifions, which were already become fcarce in the Enr!lifh 
camp, to reduce this fmdl arrr.y, with:)Ut a blow, to the 

neccffity of furrcndcring at difcretion. But fuch 'vas the 

impatient ardour of the French nobility, and fo much had 

their thoughts been bent on 0\'crt:J.kin; the Englifu ~s 

their foie objeB:, that this idea never firuck · ny of the 

commanders; and they immediately t~ol' mcu.[t!rcs for the 

affault, as for 2. certain viB:ory. Vlhilc the French ::trmy 

was drawn up in order of battle, they were ~nppcd by the 

appearance of the cardinal of Pcrigord; v~ i10, havin6 

learned the approach of the tv.ro armies to each other, 

had h:lil:cned, by interpofing his good offices, to preven .. 
any farther effufion of Chrifrian blood. By J olu ,s per-

million, he carried propofzt s to the prince of vV aks ; 

and found him fo fcnfible of the bad pofrurc of his affair~, 

that an accommodation feemed not impracticable. Ed-

ward told him, that he would agree :o any terms con-

fifl:ent with his O\Vn honour and that of England ; and he 

offered to pm·chafe a retreat by refignin; all the con-

qucfl:s, \vhich he had m~de during this and the former 

campaign, and by fiipulating not to fave ag;ainfl: France 

during the courfe of [even years. But John, im~gining 

that he had now got into his hands a fufficient pledge for 

the reftitution of Calais, required that Edvn:u:d fhoulcl 

furrcnder himfelf prifoncr with a hundred of his attend-
ants ; and offered on thcfe terms a fafe retreat to t..e 

Englilh army. The prince rejeB:ed the propofal with 

difdain ; ·and declared, that, whatever fortune might at-
tend him, England iliould never be obliged to pay the 

price of his ranfom. This refolute anf\ver cut ofF all 

hop~s of accommodation ; but as the day w~s ah·ead / 

G g 4 fl ent 
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C H A P. fpent in negociating, the battle ·was delayed till the next XVI. 
~ morningd. 

J 356. THE cardinal of Perigord, :1s were all the prelates of the 
court of Rome, w::ts extremely attached to the French in
terefr; but the rnofl: determined enemy could not, by any 
expedient, h:1ve done :1 greater prejudice to] ohn's afFairs, 

igth Sept.! than he did them by this delay. The prince of Wales 

had leifure, during the night, to :frrengthen, by new in
trenchrnen.ts, the pofl: vYhich he had before fo judicioufly 
chofen; and he contrived an ambufh of 300 men at arms, 
and as many archers, whom he put under the command 
of the Capt;kl cle Ruche, and ordered to make a circuit, 
that they might fall on the flank or rear of the French 
army during the en;agemcnt. The van of his army was 
commanded by the earl of V\l arwic, the rear by the earls 
of SalifLury and Suffolk, the rr.ain body by the prince 
himfelf. The lords Chandos, Audeley, and many other 
brave and experienced commanders, were at the head of 
different corps of his army. 

J OIIN alfo arranged his forces in three divifions, nearly 
equal: The firfr was commanded by the duke of Orleans, 
the king's brother; the fecond by the dauphin attended 
by his two younger brothers; the third by the king him
·felf, who had by his fide Philip, his fourth fon and fa-
Yourite, then about fourteen years of age. There was 
no reaching the Engliil.1 army but through a narrow lane, 
covered on each fide by hedges; and in order to open this 
paff..1gc, the marcfch;tls, Andrehen and Clcrmont, were 
ordered to advance with a feparate detachment of men at 
arms. \Vhilc they m;:;rched along the lane, a body of 
Englifh archers, who lined t!1c hedges, p1yed them on 
each fide with their arrows ; and being very near them, 
yet pl:lccd in perfect f:1fety, they coolly took their aim 
a~ain{f the enemy, and flaughtered them with impunity. 

!1 Froiffatd, liv. ~· chap, ~61, 

The 
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The French detachment, much difcouraged by the un- c H A P. 

1 b d d. . ·rt.. d. } . XVI. 
equa corn at, an Iffillllu1C tn t1e1r number, arrived at~ 
the end of the lane, '·here they met on the open ground 1356. 

the prince of Wales himfelf, at the head of a chofcn body, 
ready for their reception. They were difcomfited and 
overthrown : One of the marefchals was Ilain; the other 
taken prifoner: And the remainder of the detachment, 
who were fiill in the lane, and cxpofed to the £hot of the 
enemy, without being able to make refifrance, recoiled 

upon their own army, and put every thing into diforder e. 

In that critical moment, the Captal de Buche unexpcB:-

ed1y appeared, and attacked in flank the Dauphin's line, 

which fell into fome confufion. Landas, Bodenai, and 

St. Venant, to whom the care of that young prince and 
his brothers had been committed, too arixious for their 

charge or for their own fafety, carried them ofF the field 
of battle, and fet the example of flight, which was fol-
lowed by that whole divifion. The duke of Orleans, 
feized with a like panic, and imagining all was loft, 

thought no longer of fighting, but carried off his divifion 
by a retreat, which foon turned into a flight. Lord 
Chandos called out to the prince, that tne day was won ; 
and encouraged him to attack the divifion, under king 
John, which, though more numerous than the whole 
Engli£h army, were fomewhat difmayed with the precipi-

tate flight of their companions. ] ohn here made the 
utmoft efforts to retrieve by his valour, what his impru-

dence had betrayed ; and the only refifiancc made that day 
was by his line of battle. The prince of Wales fell with 
impetuofity on fome German cavalry placed in the front, 

and commanded by the counts of Sallebruche, Nydo, and 
Nofto: A fierce battle enfued: One fide were encou-
r2.g"d by the near profpeB: of fo great a viCtory: The other 

were ftimulatcd by the iliame of quitting the field to an 

e Froiffard1 liv. I 1 chap. x6z, 
enemy 
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C H A P. enemy fo much inferior: But the three German generals 
~~_:together with the duke of Athens, confi:ablc of France: 

1356. falling in battle, that body of cavalry gave way, and left 
the king himfelf expofed to the whole fury of the enemy. 
The ranks were every moment thinned around him : The 
nobles fell by his fide, one after another : His fon, fcarce 

. fourteen years of age, received a wound, while he was 
fighting valiantly in defence of his father : The king 
himfelf, fpent with fatigue, and overwhelmed by num
bers, might eafily have been !bin; but every Englifu 
gentleman, ambitious of taking alive the royal prifoner, 
fpared him in the aB:ion, exhorted him to furrender him
felf, and offered him quarter: Several who attempted to 
feize him, fuffered for their temerity. He frill cried out, 
If/here is my coujin, tbe prince of lf/ales? and feemed un
willing to become prifoner to any perfon of inferior rank. 

Captiyity ofBut being told, that the prince was at a difi:ance on the 
}:::C:,g of field, he threw down his gauntlet, and yielded himfelf to 

Dennis de Morbec, a knight of Arras, who had been 
obliged to By his country for murder. His fon was taken 
with him r. 

THE prince of Wales, who had been carried away in 
purfuit of the flying enemy, finding the field entirely 
clear, had ordered a tent to be pitched, and was repofing 
himfelf after the toils of battle; enquiring frill with great 
anxiety concerning the fate of the French monarch. He 
difpatched the earl of \Varwic to bring him intelligence; 
and that nobleman came happily in time to fave the life 
of the captive prince, which was expofed to greater dan
ger than it had been during the heat of action. The 
Engliih had taken him by violence from Morbec : The 
Gafcons claimed the honour of detaining the prifoner : 
And fome brutal foldicrs, rather than yield the prize to 
their rivals, had threatened to put him to death g. War-

f Rymer, vol. vi. p. 72, 154· Froi!Tard, liv, I. chap. 164. 
g Froiffard, liv, I, chap. 164, 

wic 
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wic overawed both parties, and approaching the king \vith c H A J>. 

great demon:fi:rations of refpccr, offered to condutl: him to XVI. 
. ' \.../'V'J 

the pnnce s tent. x15s. 
HERE commences the real and truly admirable heroifm 

of Edward: For vitl:ories are vulgar things in comparifon 
of that moderation and humanity difcovered by a young 

prince of twcnty-feven years of age, not yet cooled from 
the fl ry of battle, and elated by as extraordinary and as 
unexpetl:ed fuccefs as h:::d ever crowned the arms of any 
commander. He came forth to meet the captive king with 
all the marks of regard and fympathy; adminifiercd com
fort to him amidft his misfortunes ; paid him the tribute 

of praife due to his valour ; and afcribed his own vitl:ory 
merely to the blind chance of war or to a fuperior provi
dence, which controuls all the efForts of human force and 

prudence h. The behaviour of John fuowed him not un
worthy of this courteous treatment: His prefent abjeCt: 

fortune never made him forget a moment that he was a 
king: More touched by Edward;s generofity than by his 
own calamities, he confcffed, that, notwit. :fi:anding his 
defeat and captivity, his honour was frill unimpaired; and 

that, if he yielded the victory, it was at leaft gained by a 

prince of fuch confummate valour and humanity. 
Enw ARD ordered a repa:fi: to be prepared in his tent 

for the prifoner; and he himfclf ferved at the royal cap

tive's table, as if he had been one of hi retinue : He 
flood at the king's ba~k during the ~cal; confrant1y re

fufed to take a place at table ; and declared, that, being ' 
a fubject, ' he was too well acquainted wi h the dif

tance between his own rank, and that of royal majefty, 

to affume fuch freedom. All his father's pretenfions to 

the crown of France were now buried in oblivion : John 
in captivity received the honours of a king, which were 
refufed him when fcatcd on the throne : His misfortunes, 
pot his title, were refpeCl:ed: and the French prifoners, 

h Poul. Cemil. p. 197• 
1_ conquered 
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C H A P. conquered by this elevation of mind, more than by their 
~ late difcomfiture, burft into tears of admiration ; which 

IJ57· were only checked by the refleCl:ion, that fuch genu
ine and unaltered heroifm in an enemy mufl: certainly 
in the iffue prove but the more dangerous to their native 
<:ountry i, 

ALL the Englifh and Gafcon knights imitated the ge
nerous example fet them by their prince. The captives 
'\Vere every where treated with humanity, and were foon 
after difmiffed on paying moderate ranfoms to the perfons 
into whofe hands they had fallen. The extent of their 
fortunes was confidcred; and an attention was given, that 
they lhould ilill have fufficicnt means left, for the future, 
to perform their military fervice in a manner fuitable to 
their rank and quality. Yet fo numerous were the noble 
prifoners, that thefe ranfoms, joined to the fpoils, gained 
in the field, were fufficient to enrich the prince's army; 
and as they had fuffered very little in the action, their 
joy and exultation was complete. 

THE prince of W des conducted his prifoner to Bour
deaux; and not being provided with forces fo numerous 
as might enable him to puili his prefent advantages, he 
concluded a two years' truce with France k, which was 
alfo become requifite, that he might conduCl the captive 
king with fafety into England. He landed at South
wark, and was met by a great concourfc of people, of all 

24th May. ranks and ftations. The prifoner was clad in royal ap-
parel, and mounted on a white fl:eed, difi:inguilhed by its 
ii'l,e and beauty, and by the richnefs of its furniture. 
The conqueror rode by his fide in a meaner attire, and 
carried by a black palfry. In this fituation, much more 
glorious than all the infolent parade of a Roman triumph, 
he paffed through the firects of London, and prefented 
the king of France to his father, who advanced to meet 

i Froifi'Jrd, liv. 1, chap, 168, k Rymer, vol. vi. p. 3• 

him, 
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him, and received him with the fame courtefy, as if he had C H A P. 

been a neighbouring potentate, that had voluntarily come ~ 
to pay him a friendly vifit 1• It is impoffible, in re- IJS7• 

fleeting on this noble conduct, not to perceive the advan-
tages, which refulted from the otherwife whimfical prin .. 

ciples of chivalry, and which gave men, in thofe rude 

times, fome fuperiority even over people of a more cul-
tivated age and nation. 

THE king of France, befides the generous treatment 

which he met with in England, had the melancholy con

folation of the wretched, to fee companions in affliction. 
The king of Scots had been eleven years a captive in 
Ed ward's hands ; and the good fortune of this latter 
monarch had reduced at once the two neighbouring po
tentates, with whom he was engaged in war, to be pri

foners in his capital. But Edward, finding t!lat the con

quefr of Scotland was nowife advanced by tile captivity 

of its fovereign, and that the government, conducted by 

Robert Stuart, his nephew and heir, was :frill able to de
fend itfelf, confented to refrore David Bruce to his liberty~ 

for the ranfom of I oo,ooo marks :frerling ; and that prince 
delivered the fons of all his principal nobility, as ho:frages 
for the payment m. 

MEANWHILE, the capt1v1ty of John, joined to the 135s. 
State of 

preceding diforders of the French government, had pro- France. 

duced in that country, a di!folution, almofr total, of civil 

authority, and had occafi.oned confufions, the mofi hor-
rible and deilruClive that had ever been cxperi(?nced in any 
age or in any nation. 'I'he dauphin, new about eight~en 
years cf age, r.aturally afii:mcd the royal power during 

his father's capt~vity; but ~hough endowed with an ex

cel!cnt c<.pacity, c•:en in fu:h e:::r!y years, he pofl.cffed 

nt.:ither expc;icnce n0r autiwrity [;tfn ... ient to defend a 

I Froiff.ud, liv. i c}.~p 173· m Rymer, vol vi. P• 45 46, p, 

s6. Frviff.d, li~·. i. c 1 · ;~ 17 }• l.llfig. P· I;J· 
ilJte, 
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C H A P. !late, a!failed at once by foreign power and fhaken by in .. 
~ ternal faB:ion. In order to obtain fupply, he affembled 

1357. the Hates of tht k"ngdom : That affembly, in:fl:ead of fup
porting his admi1 i:fl:ration, were themfelves feized with 
the fpirit of confufion ; and laid hold of the prefent op
portunity to demand limitations of the prince's power, 
the puniihment of p:1.fr malverfations, and the liberty of 
the king of N avarrc. Marcel, provofr of the merchants, 
and firfl: magi:fhate of Paris, put himfelf at the head of 
the unruly populace ; and from the violence and teme
rity of his charaB:er, pulhed them to commit the moil: 
criminal outrages againfl: the royal authority. They de
tained the dauphin in a fort of captivity; they murdered 
in his prefence Robert de Clermont and John de Con
flans, mardchals of France; thPy threatened all the other 
mipiH:ers with a like fate ; and when Charles, who was 
obliged to temporize and difTemble, made his efcape from 
their hands, they levied war againfl: him, and openly · 
erected the ftandard of rebellion. 'I'he other cities of the , 
kingdom, in imitation of the capital, fhook off the dau
phin's authority; took the governm~nt into their own 
hands; and fpread the diforder into every province. The 
nobles, whofe inclinations led them to adhere to the 
crown, and wer~ naturally difpofed to check thefe tu
mults, had loft all their influence ; and being reproached 
with cowardice on account of the bafe defertion of their 
fovereign in the battle of PoiB:iers, were treated with 
univerfal contempt by the inferior orders. The troops, 
who, from the deficiency of pay, were no longer retained 
in difcipline, threw off all regard to their officers, fought 
the means of fubfifl:ance by plunder and robbery, and 
afTociating to them all the difordcrly people, with whom 
that age abounded, formed numerous bands, which in
fdted all quarters of the kingdom. They defolated 
the open country ; burned and plundered the villages; 
and by cutting ofF all means of communication or fub-

fifrancc, 
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fi{b.nce, reduced even the inhabitants of the walled c H A P. 

towns to the mofl: extreme neceffity. The peafants, for-~ 
mcrly oppreffed, and now left unprotetl:ed, by their 1358. 

mafl:ers, became defperate from their prefent mi fery; and 

riling every where in :~.nns, carried to the lafl: extremity 

thofe diforders, which were derived from the fedition of 

the citizens and di!handed foldiers ". The gentry, hated 

for their tyranny, were every where expofi d to the vio-

lence of popular rage; and infl:ead of meeting with the 

regard due to their pafl: dignity, became only, on that 

account, the objeCt of more wanton infult to the muti-
nous peafants. They were hunted like wild beafl:s, and 

put to the fword without mercy: Their cafl:les were con-

fumed with fire, and levelled to the ground: Their wives 

and daughters were firft ravifhed, then murdered : The 

favages proceeded fo far as to impale fome gentlemen, and 
roafl: them alive before a flow fire: A body of nine thou-

fand of them broke into Meaux, where the wife of the 

dauphin with above 300 ladies had taken fhclter: The 
moil brutal treatment and mofl: atrocious cruelty were 

jufily dreaded by this helplefs company: But the Captal 

de Buche, though in the fervice of Edward, yet moved 

by generofity and by the gallantry of a true knight, flew 

to their refcue, and beat . off the peafants with great 

Daughter. In other civil wars, the oppofite faetions, 

falling under the government of their feveral leaders, 

commonly preferve frill the vefl:ige of fome rule and order : 

But here the wild frate of nature feemed to be renewed : 

Every man was thrown loofe and independant of his fel

lows : And the populoufnefs of the country, derived from 

the preceding police of civil fociety, ferved only to en

creafc the horror and confufion of the fccne. 

AMIDST the[e diford rs, the king of J'Tavarre made his 
efcape from prifo11, and prefented a d. ngerous leader to 

the 
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c H A P. the furious malcontents 0 • But the fplendicl talents of this 
~ prince qualified him only to do mifchief, and to encreafe 

1358, the public difrraCl:ions : He wanted the freadinefs and pru
dence requifite for making his intrigues fubfervient to his 
ambition, and forming his numerous partizans into a re
gular fatl:ion. He revived his pretenfions, fomewhat ob
folete, to the crown of France: But while he advanced 
this claim, he relied entirely on his alliance with the 
Engliih, who were concerned in interefr to difappoint his 
pretenfions, and who, being public and inveterate ene
mies to the frate, ferved only, by the friendihip which 
they feemingly bore him, to render his caufe the more 
odious. And in all h!s operations, he acted more like a 
leader of banditti, than one who afpircd to be the head of 
a regular government, and who was engaged by his fta
tion to endeavour the re-efrabliihment of order in the 
community. 

THE eyes, therefore, of all the French, who wiihed 
to rcftore peace to their miferable and defolated country, 
were turned towards the dauphin ; and that young prince, 
though not remarkable for his military talents, poffeffed 
fo much prudence and fpirit, that he daily gained the 
afcendant over all his enemies. Marcel, the feditious 
provofr of Paris, was !lain, while he was attempting to 
deliver t1 e city to the king of N avarre and the Engli!h; 
and the capital immediately returned to its duty P, The 
mofr confiderable bodies of the mutinous peafants were 
difperfed, and put to the fword: Some bands of military 
robbers underwent the fame fate: And though many 
grievous diforders frill remained, France began gradually 

to affume the face of a regular civil government, and to 
form fome plan for its defence and fecurity. 

DuRING the confufion in the dauphin's affairs, Ed
ward feemed to have a favourable opportunity for pufhing 

• Froi!fard~ liv. i. chap. 1 g r. P Ibid. chap. 187, 

hi~ 
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his conqudl:s: But bcfi.des that h!s hands \Verc tied by c H A P. 

the truce, and he could only affi.fl: underh2.nd the faction ~.,.__:~ 
of N avarre ; the ftate of the Englifh fin::mces and mili- 13 s3. . 

tary power during thofe ages, rende ·ed the k~ngdom in-
capable of making any regular or fteady effort, and oo-
liged it to exert its f?rce at very di!hnt intervals, by 
v1hicli all the projeCted ends were commonly difappoint-
ed. tdward employed himfelf, duritig a conjuntl:ure fo 
inviting, chiefly in negociations with h1s pr:foner; and 
John had the weaknefs to fign terms of p-:ace, which, 
had they taken effect, rrtufr have totally ruined an 1 dif
membered his kingdom. He agreed to refiorc all the 
provinces which had been poifefied by Henry II. and his 
tvvo fons, and to annex them for ever to Engbnd, with-
out any obligation of hom::tge or fealty on the part of the 
Englifh monarch. But the dauphin and the itates of 
France rejetl:ed this treaty, fo difhonourable and perni-
cious to tlie kingdom q; and Edward, on the expiration 
of the truce, having now, by fubfidies and frugality, col-
lected fome treafure, prepared himfelf for a new invafion 
of France. 

THE great authority and renown of the king and the 
prince of Wales, the fplendid fuccefs of their former en
terprizes, and the certain profpect of plunder from the 
defencelefs provinces of France, foon brought together 
the whole military power of England; and the fame mo .. 
tives invited to Edward's ftandard all the hardy adven
turers of the different countries of Europe r. He paffed 
over to Calais, where he airembled an army of near a 
hundred thoufand men; a force which the dauphin could 
not pretena to withfiand in the open field: Th:1t prince 
therefore prepared himfelf to elude a blow, which it was 
impoffible for him to refifl:. He put all the confi<lerable 
towns in a pofiure of defence j ordered them to be fup-

q FroiffarJ, liv. i. chap. :lOI. 

vo·L. II. H h 
1. loid, chap. zos· 

plied 
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c ~~ A P. plied with magazines and provifions; difhibuted proper 
~v~ g:1rrifons in all places; fccured every thing valuable in ~ 

lJSS· thr_; fortified cities ; and c.~ofe his own fbtion at Pc.ris, 

with a view of allowing the enemy to vent their fury on. 
the open country. 

13 59· THE king., aware of this plan of defence, was obliged· 
4th Nov. to carry alonf'; with 1 im fix thoufand wagp-ons, loaded 

with the provifions neet:ff.uy for the fubfiftancc of his army. 
After ravaging the province of Picardy, he advanced into 
Champogne; and having a :ftrong dcfirc _ _r being crowned 

Jmafion of k' f L~ Rl · • r 1 · h' h Prance. mg o r ranee at 1e!tTIS, [fie Utur, p ace 1n w lC 

that ceremony is performed, he lai~. iicge to that city, 

and carried on his attacks, though without fuccefs, for 
the fpace of fevcn weeks . Th ... place was bravely de

fended by the inhabitants, encouraged by the exhorta
tions of the archbiihop, John de Craon ; till the advan
ced feafon (for this expedition was entered upon in the 

;6o . . beginning of winter) obliged the kin.:; to raife the fiege. 
The province of Ch~mp:1gne, mc:.:.1r.vhile, was defolated· 
by his incurlions; <·ind he thence conduCted his army, 
with a like intent, into Burgundy. He too!c and pillaged 

Tonnerre, Gaillon, and Avalon, and other fma1] places ; 
but the duke of Burgun· y, that he might prefcrve his 
country from farther ravages, confcnted to pay him the 

fum of rco,oco nobl"'s r. Edw..1rd the bent his march 

towards the Nivernois, wl.ich f.:wcd itfc1f by a like com
poiition : He laid wafk Brie :md the Gatinois ; and 

2fter ~ lonz march, very defrruCt:ivc to Fr~mcc, and fome-
vhat ruinous to 1 is own troops, he appeared before the 

ga es of P~:-js, and tal:ing up his quarters at Bourg-la

Reine, extended his army to Long-jume::m, 1\llont-rout;e· 
and Vaugirard. He tried to provoke the dauphin to ha-

s Froiil"Jrd, liv. i. chap. 208 1 Walling. p. 174-
!'• 161.· Waltinb p. 174, 

t Rymer, vol. vi •. 
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~ard a battle, by fending him a defiance; but could not c H A Po 

make that prudent prin c ha ge his plan of 0 erations. XVI. 
~ 

Paris was f: fc cro n t e danger of an affault b', i~3 nu- 136o·. 

mcrous garrifon; from th..1.t of a blockade by its ~ell Cup-
plied magazines: And as Edward himfelf could not fubfifl: 
his army in a country, wafted by foreign and domefric 
enemies, and left alfo empty by die precaution of the dau-
phin, he was obliged to remove his quarters ; and he 
fpread his troops into the provinces of Maine, Beauffe; 
and the Chartraine, which were abandoned to the fury 
of their devafl:ations u; The only repofe, which France 
experienced, was during the fefl:ival of Eafier, when the 
king fl:opped the courfe of his ravages. For fuperfl:ition 
can fometimes refrrain the rage of men, which neither 
jufiice nor humanity is able to controul. 

WHILE the war was carried on in this ruinous manner, 
the negociations for peace were never interrupted : But as 
the king :frill infifted on the full execution of the treaty, 
which he had made with his prifoner at London, and 
which was fl:renuoufly rejected by the dauphin, there ap
peared no likelihood of an ac.commod:ltion. The earl, 
now duke of Lancafler (for this title was introduced into 
England during the prefent reign) en·deavoured to foftea 
the rigour of thefe terms,. and to finiih the war on more 
equal and reafonable conditions. He infifled wi!h Ed
\vard, that, notwithfl:anding his great and furprifing fuc
ccffes, the object of the war, if fuch were to oe c:lteemed 
the acquifition of the crown of Fr~nc~, was not become 
any nearer than at the commencement of it; or r:1ther,. 
was fet at a greater difl:ance, by thofe very viB:uri.::s and 
advantages, which feemed to le2..d to it. 1. hat his claim of 
fucceffion had not from the firH: procured him one parti
zan in the kingdom; and the cm ~inuance of theic de
flructive hofrilitics had united every Frenchman in the 

u \Yalfing. P• 175'• 
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C ~\~. P. moll implacable animofity againfi: him. That though 
~ intefi:ine faction had creeped into the government of 

l"6o F . b . d " · ranee, It was a atmg every moment; an no party~, 

even during the greatefi: heat of the contefl, when fubl
jection under a foreign enemy ufually appears preferable 
to the dominion of fel-low-citizens, had ever adopted the 
pretenfiom; of the king of England. 1'hat the king of 
Na·/arre himfclf, who alone was dliecl with· the Englliih, 
infl:ead of being a cordial friend, was Edward's moft: 
dangerous rival, and in the opinion of his partizans ap
peared to poffefs a much preferable t:tlc to the c.;own of 
:France. That the· prolongation of the vvar, however it 
might enrich the Englifl1 foldicrs, '~'2.S ruirrous to the 
king himfelf, who bore all the charges of the armament, 
without reaping any foliJ or dur:1blc advantage from it·. 
'rhat if the prefent diforders of France continued, that 
kingdom would foon be reduced to fuch a Hate of defola
tion as· to afford no fpoils to its ravag::rs ; if it could 
e.fbbliili a more fteady government, it rnight turn the 
chance of vvar in i~s favour, and by its fupcrior fore~ and 
advantages, be able to repel the p:-cfent viB:ors. That 
the dauphin, even during his greatefi difireffcs, had yet 
concluB:ed himfdf with fo much prodence as to prevt.nt 
the Engli!h from acquiring one foot of land in the king
dom; and it vvcre better for the king to accept by a 
peace what he had in vain attempted to acquire by ho
Hilitics, which, however hitherto fuccefsful, had been 
extremely expenfivc, a11d might prove very danger
ous. And that Edward having acqt!ired fo much glory 
by his arms, the p:-:1if~ of moderation was the only ho
nour, to Vvhic-h he could no-vv afpire; an honour fo much 
the grcc:.tcr, as it \\as durable, y;as united with that of 

prudence, and might be attended with the moft real ad
vantages w. 

w Froi!fard, liv. i, chap, ur. 
TI-IESE 
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'THESE reafons induced Edward to accept of more c H A P. 

d f d . . b bl h . XVI. no erate terms o peace; an It IS pro a e, t at, 1n ~ 

~rder to paUiate this change of refQlution, he afcribed it IJ6o. 
d 1 . d df 1 fr 1 . h Peac,. of to a vow, mar e ( unng a rea u tempe. , w 11c at- Rrctigni, 

tacked his army on their march, and which ancient hifro-
rians reprcfent as the caufe of this fudden accommoda-

tion"· The conferences betwee.J) the .Englifh and French 
commiilioners were carried on during a few days at .Bre-

tigni in the Chartraine, and the peace was at lafr cqn-gth May. 

eluded on the following conditions Y: It was fiipulated, 

that king John iliould be refrored to his liberty, and 

!hould pay as his ranfom three millions of crowns of 

gold, 01.bout I,5oo,ooo pounds of our prefent money z; 

which was to be difcharged at different pfl.yrpents: That 

Edw:J.rd fhould for ev~r repounce all ,claim te the ro rn 

of France, ami .'"o the provinces of Normandy, Maine, 

Tourainc, ami Anjou, poffdfed by his ancefrors; and 

1hould receive in exchange the provinces of Poitl:ou, 

.:Xaintonge, l' Agenois, Perigort, the Limoufin, QJ!ercy, 
Bovergue, 1' Ango11mois, and other difhicts in that quar-
ter, together 'vith .Calais, Guifnes~ Montreuil, and the 
county of Ponthieu, on tlle other fide of France: That 

the full fovereignty of all thefe provinces, as well as 
that of Guienne, iliould be vefred in the crown of Eng-
land, and that France fhould renounce all title to feudal 
j~rifdiB:ion, homage, or app~al from them: That the 
kino- of N avarre :lbollld be refrored to all his honours and 

b . 

poffcffions : That -.Edward fhould renounce his confede-

racy with the Flcmings, John his connexwns with the 
·Scots : 1"hat the difputes concerning t!"le fucceffion of 

Britanny, between the families of Blois and l\1oun_tfort, 

fuould be decided by arbiters, appointed by the two kings; 
~nd if the competitors refufed to fubmit to the aw:.1rd, 

. x Froilfard, Iiv. i. chap. zn, 
·•roi!fnd, liv, i. chap. Ill. 

Y Rymer, vol. vi. p. 178 • 
z See note [K J at the end of volume. 

)-I h ~ · the 
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c H A P. the difpute lhould no longer be a ground of war between 

~~ t~e kingdoms : And that forty hofr:1ges, fuch as ihould 
136o. be agreed on, fhould be fent to England as a fecurity for 

the exe~ution of all thefe C01h:;~iv.: .... a. 

~eh J~Iy. IN confequence of this treaty of peace, the king cf 
France was brought over to Calais.; whither Edward alfo 
foon after arrived: And there ~oth p:-inscs folemnly rati-: 
fied the treaty. John was fent to B kJ_;ne; the king 
accompanied him a mile on his jo rncy; and the two 
monarchs parted, with many profe1r , probably cordial 
~nd fincerc, of mutu::d friend!hip and amity b. The 
good difpofition of John made him fully fc-nfib1e of the 

generous treatment which he had received in England, 
and oblito.::rated all memory of the afcendant g,1incd over 
him by Lis rival. There feldom has been a tr :1ty of {( 
great ir~1por~~mce fo faithfully executed by both part:~...:s. 
Edw~rd had fcarcely from the bcO"inning ent.:r~aiud any 
hopes of acq iring the crov;n of France: By reito!·ing 

John to his liberty, and making peace at a jundur~ fo 
fiwourable to his "rms, he had now plainly r nouuccd 
;:tll pretcnfions of this nature : He had fold at a very: 

high price that chimcr1cal cbim : And had at prcfl'nt no 
other intcrdt than to rctai~ t4ofc acquifitio 1S wh.ch he 
had maJe wi h fuch fingular pruJcnce and good fortune. 

John, en the other h~nd, though the terms were fcvere 
and rigorous, poHidfed fuch fi r1dity and honour, that 
he was determined at all hazards to execute them, and 

to uie every expedient for fatisfying a monarch, whq 

a Th~ holl.ages were tbe two fons of the French king-, John and Lewis; 

his brother Philip duke of Orleans, the duke of Bourbon, James de Bot>rbon 

~C1unt de Ponthieu, the count; d' Eo, de Loneuevi~le, de St. Pcj, de Har

fourt, de Yencome, de Couci, ~, Craon, de Montmorend, and many of the 

chief no::Jili~y of france, The prince~ were mollly rcleafed on the fulfilling 

of certain articles : Others of the hofrages, and the duke of Berry among the 

~e~, w ·.-: permitted to return upon their parole, which they did not keep• 
· ymer, vol. vi. p. 278, 285, 2.87. ' . • 

h ~toiifard~ liv, i~ chap, :u3. 

ha 
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had indeed been his greateft political enemy, but h2.d c H A P 

treat:d l i 1 p~rfonally with fingular ~nrmanity and regard. ~ 
But nJtwithfie~t ·; ~ his endea\'Ours, there occurred 136o, 

manyd:~~ ,tr_s !! rurfil ing his purp~~fe; chiefly from the 

extrem-- rdutl:ance, 1hich many towns and vaffals in the 

,.neighbourhoo f Guicnn~, expreffed againfi fubmitting 

to the E--. ·li 1ot1:llio 1 ; and John, in o.::-der to adju!l: 

th ·e~, too•: a rcfoluti6n of coming over him- 13G3. 

f . .o England. His c uncil endeavoured to di !uade 

him frv,n this rafi1 defig ; and probably would have been 

pleafed to fee him employ more chicanes for eluding the 

execution of fo difadva.i.. tagcous a treaty: But John replied 

.o them, that, though good faith were banifhed from the 

refi: of th"' earth, ihc ought fiill to retain her habitation 
in the h·eafts of princes. Some hifiorians would detract 

from the m::rit of this honourable behaviour, by repre

fcnting John as enamoured of an Englifh lady, to whom. 

he was glJ.d, on this pretence, to pay a vifit : But be

fides, that this f tr nife is not founded on any good au

thority, it apj_:..:ars iomcwhat unlikely on account of the 

advanced age of that prince, who was now in his fifty-
fixtl year. He -v-.ras loc.ged in the Savoy; the palace 1364. 

where he had re td d during his captivity, and where he 

foon after fide Dcd and died. Nothing can be a fi:ronger Slh Ap,;l; 

pmof of the great dominion of fortune over men, than 

the c~lamities whic purfued a monarch of fuch eminent 
valour, goodn 'fs, and honour, and which he incurred 

me:dy by reafon of [omc flight imprudences, which, in 

o~hcr fituations, wou:d have been of no importance. But 

thouc-h both his r irrn ::.nd t~ at of his father proved ex-
;:, ~ 

tremely unfortunate to their kingdom, the Fr~nch crown 

acquir~d, dur:ng their time, vc~·y confiderab ... e acceffions, 
thofe of Dauphiny and Burgundy. This latter province, 

however, John had the imprudence again to difmember 

c froitTard, liv. i. chap. 214. 

Hh4 from 
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c H li P. from the crO\vn, by bdl:owing it on Philip his fourth fon 
~ the object of his m~fr tender arFcctions r; a deed, which v:as 
~ J3h4;· afterwards the fource of many calamiti~s to the kingdo;JJ.. 

J 0'1N \vas fuccceded in the throne by Charles, the 
Pauphin, a prin<;e educated in the fchool of advcrfity, 
and well c:ualified,. by his confumrn ::: t~ prud(:'nce and ex
perience, to repair all ~he loifcs, which the kingdom had 
fufrained from t!~e errors of his two predecrffon. Con~ 
trary to the practice of all the great pr.inces. of th)fc times, 
wl ;eh held nothing in efrimation but IJlilitary courage, 
he fcems to have fixed it as a maxim never to appear at 
the head of his armies; and he was the firfi: king in Eu
rope, th<It ihowed the advantage of policy, forcfight, and 
judgment, above a raih ;;tnd precipitate valou:. The 
events of his reign, compared with thofc of the p·eceding, 
are a proof, how Ettle reafon kingdoms have to value 
themfelvcs on their viB:ories, or to be humbled by their 
defeats; which in reality ought to be afcribed chiefly to 
the good or bad conduct of their rulers, ~md are of little 
moment towards determining national charaCters and. 
manners .. 

s•at~ of BEFORE Charlc;s could think of counter-balancing fo 
fr•nce. great a power: as England, it was neceft'lry for him to 

remedy the many di(orders, to which his 0\Vll J:ingdoill; 
was expofed. He turned his arms againfr the king of Na-· 
varre, the great difi:urber of France during that age: He 
defeated that prince by the conduct of Bcrtrand du Gucf
clin, a gentleman of Britanny, one of th~ mo:!l: accom
plifhed characters of the age, whom he had the difcern
ment to chufe as the infiru!pent of all his victories g :. 

And he obliged his enemy to acc~pt of moderate terms of 
peace. Du Guefdin was lefr- fortunate in the wars of 

k Brit<;tnny, which fti!l continued, notwithfianding :he zm:-

f Rymer, vol. vi. f• 4H• 
~~o.t 

g froiffard, liv, .r. cbp. I 19~ 

diatio 
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diation of France and England : He was defeateti ;1t1d C H A P, 

taken prifoner at A uay by Chandos: Charles of B ois was :~ 
there flain, ~;J tk! youns count of 1\1ountfort foon after :~364, 

aot entire pofr. ,~: .)n of that dutch7 h. But the prudence of 
b ~ 

Charles broke the force of this blow: He fubmitted to 

the decifion of fortune : He acknowledgcJ the title of 

l\1ountfort, though a zealous partizan of England; and 

received the proffered homage for his dominions. But 

the chief obfraclc which the French king met \vii:h in 
the fettlemen t of the fratc, proceeded fron1 obfcure ene
mies, whom their crimes alone rcnde1cd eminent, and 

their number dangerous. 
ON the conclufion of the treaty of Brctigni, the many 

military adventurers, who had followed the fortunes of 

~dwarcl, being difperfed into the feveral provinces, and 
poifef[PJ of firong holds, refufed to lay down their arms, 
or relinquilh a cour!e of life, to which they were now 
accufi:omed, and by which alone they could gain a fub

fifiance i. They affociated ~hemfelves with the banditti2 

who were already enured to the habits of rapine a~d vio

lence ; and under the name of the companies and compa

nions, becan:e 3. terror to ~11 the peaceable inhabitants. 
Some Engli!h <:.nd G?.fcon gentlemen of character, parti

cularly Sir Matthew Gom·nay, Sir Hugh Calverly, the 
chevalier V erte, and others, were not ailiamcd to take 
the command of thefe ruffians, whofe numbers amounted 

qn the whole to near 4o,ooo, and who bore the appearance 

of regular armies, rather than bands of robbers. Thcfe 

leaders fo1,1ght pitched battles wi~h the troops of France, 
and gained victories; in one of which J aques de Bourbon, a 
wince of the blood, was !lain k : And they proceeded to fuch 
a height, that they wanted little but regular cfiabliibments 

t;> become princes, and thereby fantlify, by the maxims of 

h Froi!J~ard, Jiv, r. chap. 2·1.7, 218) &c. 

\ froilfard,liv~ I· ch:lp Zl'l· 

Wailing. p. t8o. 
lt Ibid. chap, :u.~, 2 I 5• 

the 
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c H A P. the world, their infamous profeffion. The greater fpoif · XVI. . 
'---v--1 they committed on the country, the more eafy they founci 

1364. it to recruit their number: All thofe, who were reduced 

to mifery and defpair, Rocked to their frandard : The evil 
was every day encreafing : And though the pope declared 

them excommunicated, thefe military plunderers, however 
deeply affected with this fentence, to which they paid a 
much greater regard than to any rgaxims of j ufrice or 
humanity, could Lot be induced by it to bctake thcm
felves to any peaceable or hwful profeffioR. 

1366, As Ch~rles was not able by power to redrefs fo enor-

mous a grievance, he was led by neceffity, and by the 
turn of his charaCter, to corretl: it by policy, anJ to con

trive fome method of difcharging into foreit;n countries 
this dangerous and intefiine evil. 

PETER, king of Ca:llile, fiign:atized by his contempo
ra.ries and by pofrcrity, with the epithet of Cruel, had 
:filled with blood and murder his ki,. , · L a.::1d his own 
family; and having incurred the univerfal h<:t l;d of his 

ilibjecrs, he kept, from prefent terror alone, an anxious 
and precariou poffctlion of the throne. His nobles fell 
every day the vicrims of his feverity : He put to death fc

vcral of his natural brothers from groundlcfs jcaloufy : 
Each munier, by multiplying his enc11ics, became the 
occ:dion of fre:lh barbarities: And as he was not defiitut:e 
of talents, his neighbours, no Iefs than his own fubjccts, 
were alarmed at the progrcfs of his violence and injuf-

1 
ticc. The ferocity of his temper, inftead of being fof
tened by his :11rong propenfity to love, was rather enRamed 
by that paffion, and took thence new occafion to exert 

itfelf. InfiigatcJ by Mary de Padilb, who had acquired 
t~1e afccndarlt over him, he threw into prifon Blanche 
de Bourbon, his wife, fifl:er to the queen of France ; 
and foon aft(!r made way by poifon for the efpoufing of 
his mifrrefs. 

2 HENRY 
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hEN Y, count 1f Tranftamar , his natural brother, C HA P. 

•1e f~.te of every one ·who h td ecome obnoxious ~I. 
rant, too:.: arms againfi: him ; but being foiled 1366. 

cmpt, he fo ht for refuge in Fr· nee, where he 

· is f ·very one extremely cnflan~~d againfr 

nt Gf his murder of the French princefs. 

H , fk ·d • ,..!T!" iilion cf C a!'les to enlifr the companies in 
h:c;; {; rvl':", and to lead them into Cafi:ile; where, from 

the cone rr. nee of his own friends a.nd t'1e en"'mies of his 

brot _r, he h~td the pi.·ofpect of ertain and immedi·atc 

fuc efs. The French king, charmed with the project, 

employed du Guefclin in negociating wi h th~ lc7{1 rs of 

thefe banditti. The treaty was foon concluded. The 

high charaC:cr of honour, which that general poff'effed, 

n~adc every one trufi: to his promifes : Though the in-

tended expedition wa kept a fccret, the companies im-

plicitly inlifred uncler his fl:andard : And they required no 

other cond r· on l'efore their engagement, than an aff'u-

ran"e, tn .. t they were not to be led againH the prince of 

"\Vales in Guienne. But that prince was fo little averfe 

to the cnterprize, that e allow"d fomc gentlemen of his 

retinue to nter into th~ fervice under du Guefclin. 

Du GuEsCLIN, having completed his levies, led the 

army fidl: to Avignon, where the pope then refidcd, ::nd 

demundcd, [word in hand, an abfolution for his foldier , 

and the fum of 200,000 livres. The firH was readily 

promiv d him ; fome more difficulty was made with re

gard to the fecond. " I believe, that my fellows,'' re

plied du Guefclin, " may make a fhift to do without 

" you· a.bfolution; but the money is abfolutely neceffa

" ry." The pope tmn extorted from the inhabita.1ts in 

the city and neighbourhood the fum of a hundred thou

fand livres, and ofFered it to du Guefclin. "It is not my 
" purpofe," er ~ed that generous warrior, " to opprefs the 

_' innocent peop}~. The pope and his cardinals themfelves 

" can 
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c H A P. " can -eafily fipare me that fum from their own pockets, . fX'.r f. 
'--v---J" This money, I infifr, muft be refrored to the ownersf 

Jj66, " And ihould they be defrauded of it, I fhall myfelf re
" turn from the other fide of the Pyrenees, and oblige 
" you to make them refritution." The pope found the 
neceffity of fubmitting, and paid him> from his own 
treafury, the fum demanded 1• The army, hallowed by 
the .bleifmgs., and enriched by the fpoils of the church, 
proceeded on their expedition. 

THESE experienced and hardy foldiers, conduCted by 
·ro able a general, eafily prevailed over the king of Cafrilc, 
whofe fubjetl:s, infrcad of fupporting their oppreifor, were 
ready to join the enemy againfi: him m. Peter Red from 
his dominions, took ihelter in Guienne, and craved the 
protection of the prince of Wales, whom his father had 
invefred with the fovereignty of thefe conquered pro
vinces, under the title of the principality of Aquitaine n. 

The priJ:ce fecmed now to h(\ve entirely changed his fen
~imcnts with regard to the Spanith tranfactions: 'W'hether 
that he was moved by the generofity of fupporting a dif
treft prince, and thought, as is 'but too ufual among fo
vercigns, that the rights of the people were a matter of 
much lefs confideration; or dreaded the acquifition of fo 
powerful a confederate to France as the new king of Caf
tile; or what is mofr probable, was impatient of reft and 
eafe, and fought only an opportunity for exerting his mi
litary talents, by which he had already acquired fo much 

1367• renown. He promifed his a:ffifl:ance to the dethroned 
~xpedJtfl:J~n1 monarch; and having obtained the confent of his father,. anto Ca 1 e. 

he levied a great army, and fet out upon his enterprize. 
He was accompanied by his younger brother, John of 
Gaunt, created duke of Lancafter, in room of the good 
prince of that name, who had died wit_~out any mal<; 

l Hill:. du Guefclin. m Froilfard, liv. I. chap, 230, 

n Rymer, vol. vi. P• 314. Froiffard1 liv, z. chap. z3r. 

ifiue~ 
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Hlue, and whofe daughter he had efpoufed. Chandos c H A P. 

alfo, who bore among the Englifh the fame chara:l:er, ~ 
which du Guefclin had acquired among the French, 136t. 

commanded under him in this expedition. 
THE firft blow, which the prince of Wales gale to 

Henry of Tranftamare, was the recalling of all the com-

panies from his fervice ; and fo much reverence did they 
bear to the name of Edward, that great numbers of ~hem 
immediately withdrew from Spain, and inlified under his 
banners. Henry however, beloved by his new fubje8:s, 
and fupported by the king of Arragon and others of his 
neighbours, was able to meet the enemy with an :J.rmy 
of I oo,ooo men; farces three times more numerous than 
thofe which were commanded by Edward. Du Gue:"clin, 

and all his experienced officers, advifed him to delay any 
decifive aCtion, to cut off the prince of Wales's provi-
fions, and to avoid every engagement with a general, 

whofe enterprizes had hitherto been always conduB:ed 

with prudence, and crowned with fuccefs. Henry tmfted 
too much to his numbers ; and ventured to encount~r the 
Englifh prince at N ajara 0

• Hifiorians of that age are 3d April. 

commonly very copious in defcribing the !hock of armies 

in battle, the valour of the combatants, the flaughter and 

various fucceffes of the day: But though fmall rcncoun-
ters in thofe times were often well difputed, military 

difcipline was always too imperfect to prcferve order in 
great armies; and fuch actions deferve more the name of 
routs than of battles. Henry was chaced off the field, 
with the lofs of above 2o,ooo men : There perifhed 
only four knights and forty private men on the fde of 

the Englifh .. 
PETER, who fo well merited the infa..rnous epithet 

which he bore, propofed to murder all his prifon~rs in 
cool blood ; but was refl:rained from this barbarity by the 

o Froiffard1 Jiv. I. chap. ~4r. 
rem on-
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c H A P. rcmonfrrances of the prince of Wales. All Ca:ltile now ...;vi ... fubmitted to the victor: Peter was refi:ored to the throne: 
J367. And Edward fini{hed this perilous entcrprize with his 

ufual glory. But he had foon reafon to repent his con_. 
nexions with a man like Peter, abandoned to all fenfe o{ 
virtue and honour. The ungrateful tyrant refufed the 
itipulated pay to the Englifh forces; and Edward, find
jng his foldiers da'1y pLrilh by ficknefs, and even his 

own health impaired by the climate, was obliged, with
out receiving any fatisfachon on this head, to return into 
Guienne P. 

1'368. 
Rupturt! 
with 
France, 

THE barbarities, exercifed by Peter over his helplefs 
fubjects, whom he now reg2rded as vanquifhed rebels, 
revived all the animofity of the Cafiilians againfi: him; 
and on the return of Henry of Tranfiamare, together 
with du Gucfclin, and fome fort.cs levied anew in France, 
the tyrant was again dethroned, and was taken prifoner. 
His brother, in refentmcnt of his cruelties, murdered 
him with his own hand; and was placed on the thron:: 
of CaHilc, whirh he tranfinitted to his poflcrity. The 
duke of Lancnfi:er, Nho eJ.')oufed 111 fecond marriage the 
cldefr daughter of Peter, inhe··:ted only the empty title 
of that fo~ereignty, and, by claiming the fucce.ffion, en

crcafcd the animofity of the new king of Cafi:ile againfi: 
I England. 

BuT the prejudice, wh!ch the afl-2.irs of prince Edwanf 
received from this fp!endid~ though imprudent expedi
tion, ended not with it. He had involved himfclf in fo 
much debt by his preparations and' the pay of his troops,· 
that he found it ncceiTary, on his return, to i:npofe on 
his principality a new tax, which fome of the no
bility pa_,'ed with extreme reluctance, and to which 

others· 
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others abfolutely refufed to fubmit q. This incident c H A P. 
. d h . fi h' h h . h b' b XVI. revrvc t. e anuno 1ty w 1c t e m a 1tants ore to the ---v--.' 

Eng!ifh, and which all the amiable qualities o(the prince 136i. 

of Wales were not able to mitigate or affuage. They 
complained, that they were confidered as a conquered 
people, that their privileges were difregarded, that all 
trufr was given to the Englifh alone, that every office of 
honour and profit was conferred on thefe foreigners, and 
that the extreme reluctance, which mofr of them had 
expreffcd, to receive this new yoke, was likely to be long 
remembered againfr them. They cafr, therefore, their 
eyes towards their ancient fovereign, whofe prudence, 
they found, had now brought the affairs of his kingdom 
into excellent order; and the counts of Armagnac, Com-
minge, and Perigord, the Lord d' Albrct, with other 
nobles, went to Paris, and were cn<;ouragcd to carry 
their complaints to Charles, as to their lord paramount, 
againfr thefc oppreffions of the Englifh government r. 

IN the treaty of Brctigni it had been agreed, that the 
two kings fhould make rcnunciations; Edward of his 
claim to the crown of France and to the provinces of 
Normandy, Maine, and Anjou; John of the homage and 
fealty due for Guienr:.c and the other provinces ceded to 
the Eng~ilh. But when that treaty was confirmed and· 
renewed at Calais, it was found ncceffi1ry, as Edward 

was not yet in po:lfeffion of all the territories, that the 
mutual renunciations :lhould fer fomc time be deferred; 

q This tax was a livrc upnn :~ hrarth; and it was imaginei, that th:s im

pcfition would have yie: · r, ~ o,cco livres a year, which fuppofes (o many 

hearths in the provi c ~!l' !fed by the E1 <>liih. But fuch Joo(e conjeCl:ures 

have commoni 1 o manner of authority, much lefs in fuch ib·.orant times. 

'fhere i~ a l r ng in fiance of it in t e prcfent reign. The houfe of commons 

graf'te 1 . ing a tax of twenty-:,·. o fhi!lir.gs on e:tch paril'h, fuppcling th:~t 

the.,.~ lllt of the whrle 1.\0uld h? se coo pounds. But they were found to 

be i1 • mifial:e of r.D ~ r five to one. Cotton, p. 3• And d.c council atTumed 

&be power of augmenting the tax up n each fariih. 

» F1·oiililrd, l1v. x. ch".P· ZH· 
<:nd 
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C Hx A P. and it was agreed, that the parties, mean-while, fuoutcl 
VI, · 

\....--v--J make no ufe of their refpeCl:ive claims againfreach other"· 
i368, 1~hough the failure in exchanging thefe renunciations had 

_ frill prnceeded from France r, Edwarc.l appears to have take'"n 
no umbrage at it ; both bccaufe this claufc feemed to give 
him ei1tirc fccurity, and bccaufe fome rcafonable apology 
had probaoly be~n made to him for each delay. It was, 
however, on this pretence, though dircetly opppofite to 
treaty, that Charles refolved to ground his claim, of ftill 
confidcring himfdf as fuperior lord of thefe provinces, 
and of rec~iving the appeals of his fub-vafEds u. 

13fg, BuT as views of policy, more than tbofe of juftice, 
enter into the deliberations of princes; and as the mortal 
injuries recci\'cd from tl1e Er1glifh, the priJe of their 
triumphs, the revere terms impofcJ by tlic treaty of peace, 
feemec.l to render every prudent means of revenge honom:
able againfr them; Charles was determ;ned to take this 
meafure, lefs by the reafonings of his civilians and law
yers, than by the prefent fituation of the two monarchies. 
He con:fidcrcd the deciin1ng years of Edward, the Jan
guifhing fl:ate of the prince of Wales's health, the affec
tion \\hi eh the inhabitants of all thefe provinces bore to 

: their ancient mafrer, their difrance from England, their 
vicinity to France, the extreme animoiity exprefTed by his 
own fubjccts againfr thefe invaders, and their ardent 
thirft of vengeance; and having filently made all the 
neccflary prcp;Jntions, he fcnt to the prince of Wales a 
fummons to appear in his court at Paris, and there to 
jufi:ify h:s conduct tovvards his vafL1.ls. The prince re
plied, that he would come to Paris; but it fhould be at 
the head of fixty thoufand men w. The unwarlike cha-

s Rymer, vol. vi. p. 219, 230,234, 237, 243• 
35 Edw. Ill, m. 3• from Tyrrd, vol. iii. p. 643• 
chap. Z45• ..,., lbid, chap, 247; 'Z'f8' 

t Rot. Franc. 

u FroiiTard1 liv. z. 
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raCl:er of Charles kept prince Edward, even yet, from c H _A P, 

thinking, that that monarch was in earneft, in this bold ~ 
and hazardous attempt. 1370, 

IT foon appeared what a poor return the k. · ng had re· 

ceived by his diftant conque!l-s for all the blood and trca-
1iire expended in the quarrel, and how impoffiblc it was 

to retain acqui:fitions, in an age when :10 regular force 
could be maintained fufficient to defend them a.gain!l- the 
revolt of the inhabitants, efpeciall y if that danger was 

joined with the invafion of a fore 'gn enemy. Charles 
fell fidl upon Ponthieu, which gave the Englifh an inlet Ill fuccef~ of 
. h } f F Tl . . the Englilh, mto t e 1eart o ranee: 1e ctti'f:ens of Abbeville 
opened their gates to him x : Thofe of St. Valori, Rue, 
and Crotoy imitated the example, and the whole country 
was in a little time reduced to fubmiffion. The dukes 

of Berri and Anjou, brothers to Charles, being affi!l-ed by 
du Guefclin, who was recalled from Spain, invaded the 
fouthern provinces; and by means of their good conduct; 
the favourable difpofitions of the people, and the ardour 
of the French nobility, they made every day confiderable 
progrefs againfi: the Engli!h. The fiate of the prince of 
Wales's health did not permit him to mount on horfe
back, or exert his ufual aB:ivity: Chandos, the confrable 
of Guienne, was flain in one action Y: The Captal de 
Buche, who fucceeded him in that office, was taken pri ... 
foner in another z: And when y_oung Edward himfclf was 
obliged by his encreafing infirmities to throv.r up the com
mand, and return to his native country, the affairs of the 
Engli!h in the fouth of France fecrncd to be menaced 

with total ruin. 
T .HE king, insenfed at thefe injurie~, threatened to put 

to death all the French hofi:agts, \\ ho rer.1air:.ed in his 
hands ; but on reflection abfrained from that unge 1erous 

X WaHing,hali', p. I8Jo y FroiffHd, liv. I. chap 177· Walling-
ham, p. 1 g 5• z Froiifard, liv. I, ch:~r. J'O• 

VoL. II. I i revenge. 
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C H A P. revenge. After refuming, .by advice of parliament, the 
~vain title of king of France a, he endeavoured to fend 

137°· fuccours into Gafcony; but all his attempts, both by fea 
and land, proveJ unfuccefsful. The earl of Pembroke 

was intercepted at fea, and taken prifoner with his whole 
army near Rochelle by a fleet, which the king of Cafl-ile 
had fitted out for that purpofe b: Edward himfelf embarked 
for Bourdcaux with another army; but was fo long de
tained by contrary winds, that he was obliged to lay afide 
the entcrprize c. Sir Robert Knolles, at the head of 
30,000 men, marched out of Calais,. and continued his 
nvages to the gates of Paris, without being able to pro
voke the enemy to an engagement : He proceeded in his 
march to the provinces of l\1aine and Anjou, which he 
laid wafie; but part of his army being there defeated by 
the conduct of du Gucfclin, who was now created con
fiablc of France, and who feems to have been the firft 
<:onfummate general that had yet appeared in Europe, 
the reil: were fcattered and difperfed, and the fmall re
mai~1S of the Englifh forces,. infiead of reaching Guienne, 

ook fheher in Bri tanny, whofe iovereign had em braced 
the alliance of England<~. The duke of Lancafier, fome 
time after, made a like attempt with an army of 25,000 

men; and marched the whole length of France from Ca
his to BourJeaux; Lut was fo much hara!fed by the fly
ing parties which attended him, that he brought not the 
h:Jf of his army to the place of their defiination. Ed
\\ .trd~ from the ncceJlity of his afFairs, was at lafi obliged 
to LOnclude a trnce with the enemy e ; after almofl: all 
his ~ncient poffei1ion in France had been ravifhed from 

« Rymer, vol. vi. p. 6z.1, Cutton's Abridg. p. ro8. b Froif[trd, 
liv. J, chap. ~02, 303, 3c+. 'Val1inghJm, p I36. c FroiJfanl, liv. I. 

chap. 311, Waltingha:n, p. 187. d Froifiard, liv. i. ch~p. zgr. 
Wallit,gham> p. 185. e Froilfard, liv. x. chap. JU• Walfingham, 
p. 1&7. 

him, 
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him, except Bourdeaux and Bayonne, and all his con- c H A P. 

que!ts, except Calais. ~ 
THE decline of the king's life was expofed to many 13 'i o• 

mortifications, and correfpondcd not to the fplendid and 
noify fcenes, which had filled the beginning and the 

middle of it. Befides feeing the lofs of his foreign domi-
nions, and being baffled in every attempt to defend them; 

he felt the decay of his authority at home, and experi-
enced, from the iliarpnefs of fome parliamentary remon
firances, the great inconfrancy of the ~ople, and the in
fluence of prefent fortune over all their judgments r. 
This prince, who, during the vigour of his age, had 

been chiefly occupied in the purfuits of war and ambi-
tion, began, at an unfeafonable period, to indulge him-

felf in plcafure; and being now a widower, he attached 

himfelf to a lady of fenfe and fpirit, one Alice Pierce, 

who acquired a great afcendant over him, and by her in

.flnence gave fuch general difgu!t, that, in order to fatisfy. 

the parliament, he was obliged to remove her from court go• 

The indolence alfo, naturally attending old age and infir-

mities, had made him, in a great meafure, refign the 

adminifiration into the hands of his fon, the duke of 
Lancafter, who, as he was far from being popular, weak-

ened extremely the affeCt: ion, which the Englilh bore to 
the perfon and government of the king. 1\1en carried their 

jealoufies very far againfr the duke; and as they faw with 

much regret, the death of the prince of Wales every day 

approaching, they apprehended, left the fucceffion of his 

fon, Richard, now a minor, lhould be defeated by the 
intrigues of Lancafter, and by the weak indulgence of 
the old king. But Edward, in order to fatisfy both the 
people and the prince on this head, declared in parliament 
his grandfon heir and fucceffor to the crown; and thereby 

f Walliogham, p. 189. Ypod •• ~ uft. p. HO• 

' Walfin~ham, P• l89. 
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c H A P. cut off all the hopes of the duke of Lancafter, if he ever 
XVI. h d h . . '---v---J a t! e tementy to entertam any. 

lj76. 
Sth June. 
Death of 
the prince 
ot }Vales, 

13-7· 
:!tit June. 
Death 

and charac
ter of the 
king. 

THE pnnce of Wales, after a lingering illnefs, died 
in the forty-fixth year of his age; and left a character, 
ill uftrated by every eminent virtue, and from his earlieft 
youth till the hour he expired, unil:ained by any blemilh. 
His valour and military talents formed the fmalleft part 
of his merit: His generofity, humanity, affability, mo
deration, gained him the affections of all men ; and he 
was qualified to throw a luil:re, not only on that rude age, 
in which he lived, and which nowife infeel:ed him with 
its vices, but on the moft :lhining period of ancient or 
modern hiftory. The king furvived about· a year this 
melancholy incident: England was deprived at once of 
both thefe princes, its chief ornament and fupport: He 
expired in the fixty-fifth year of his age and the fifty-fidl: 
of his reign ; and the people were then fenfible, though 
too late, of the irreparable lofs, which they had fuf
tained. 

THE Engli!h are apt to confider with peculiar fondnefs 
the hiftory of Edward Ill. and to efteem his reign, as it 
was one of the longeft, the moil: glorious alfo, that oc
curs in the annals of their nation. The afcendant which 
they then began to acquire over France, their rival and 
fuppofcd national enemy, makes them caft their eyes on 
this period with great complacency, and fantl:ifies every 
meafure, which Edward embraced for that end. But the 
domeftic government of this prince is really more ad
mirable than his foreign vitl:ories; and England enjoyed, 
by the prudence and vigour of his adminifhation, a longer 
interval of domeftic peace and tranquillity than fhe had 
been bleft with in any former period, or than fhe expe
rienced for many ages after. He gained the affeCtions of 
the great, yet curbed their licentioufnefs : He made them 
feel his power, without their daring, or even being in-

·dincd, 
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dined, to murmur at it: His affable and obligino- beha- C H A P· 
. h. "fi d fi o XVI. vwur, IS mum cence an genero 1ty, made them fubmit ~ 

with pleafure to his dominion; his valour and conduct 1 377• 

made them fuccefsful in mofr of their enterprizes ; and 

their unquiet fpirits, directed againft a public enemy, had 
no leifure to breed thofe difrurbances, to which they were 

naturally fo much inclined~ and which the frame of the 
government {eemed fo much to authorize. This was the 
chief benefit, which refulted from Edward's victories a1 d 
conquefts. His foreign wars were, in other refpech, nci-
their founded in juftice, nor directed to any falutary pur-

pofe. His attempt againft the king of Scotland, a minor 
and a brother-in-law, and the revival of his grandfather's 
claim of fuperiority over that kingdom, were both unrea-
fonable and ungenerous ; and he allowed himfelf to b~ 
too eafily feduced, by the glaring profpect of French con-
quefts, from the acquifition of a point, which was prac-
tic:rble, and which, if attained, might really have been 
of lafting utility to his country and his fucceifors. The 
fuccefs, which he met with in France, though chiefly 
owing to his eminent talents, was unexpected; and yet, 

from the very nature of things, not from any unforefeen 
accidents, \vas found, even during his own life-time, to 
h..1.ve .procured him no folid advantages. But the glory 

of a conqueror is fo dazzling to the vulgar, the animofity 
of nations is fo extreme, that the fruitlefs defobtion of fo 
fine a part of Europe as France, is totally difregarde<:l 

.by us, and is never confid~ed as a blemiili in the cha-

.raB:er or conduct of this prince. And indeed, from the 

unfortunate ftate of human nature, it will commonly hap-
pen, .that a fovereign of genius, fuch as Edward, who 
~~ually finds every thing eafy in his domeftic gover . .t:lment, 

ill turn himfelf towards military enterprizes, w~cre alone 
he meets with oppofition, and where he has full exercifc 

for his indufiry and capacity. 

I i 3 Eo WARD 
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c H A P. Enw ARD had a numerous pofierity by his queen Phi
~ lippa of Hainault. His eldefi: fon was the heroic Edward, 

l377· ufually denominated the Black Prince, from the colour 
of his armour. This prince efpoufed his coufin J oan, 
common! y called the fair maid of Kent, daughter and heir 
of his uncle, the earl of Kent, who was beheaded in the 
beginning of this reign. She was firfi: married to Sir Tho
mas Holland, by whom fhe had children. By the prince 
of Wales, fhe had a fon, Richard, who alone fur
vived his father. 

THE fecond fon of king Edward (for we pafs over 
fuch as died in their childhood) was Lionel duke of Cla
rcnce, who was firft married to Elizabeth de Burgh, 
daughter :and heir of the earl of Ulfi:er, by whom he 
left only one daughter, married to Edmund l\1ortimer, 
earl of Marche.. Lioncl efpoufed in fccond marriage, 
Viobnte, the daughter of the duke of Milan ", and died 
in Italy foon after the confummation of his nuptials, 
with::mt leaving any pofterity by that princefs. Of all 
the family, he refembled mofi: his father and elder brother 
in his noble qualities. 

EDWARn's third fon was John of Gaunt, fo called 
from the place of his birth : He was created ~duke of 
Lancafi:er ; and from him fprang that ·branch which 
afterwards poiTeffed the crown. The fourth fon of this 
royal family was Edmund, created earl of Cambridge by 
his father, and duke of York by his nephew. The fifth 
fon was Thomas, who received the title of earl of Buck
ingham from his father, and that of duke of Glocefter 
from his nephew. In order to prevent confufion, we 
fhaii always diftinguilh thefe two princes by the titles of 
York and Glocefter, even before they were advanced to 
t .• m. 

h ~ymer, vol, vi, p. 564. 
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THERE were alfo feveral princdfes born to Edward by c H A P. 

Philippa, to wit, I fabella, J oan, I\1ary and Margaret, ~ 
who efpoufed, in the order of their names, Ingelram de '377· 

Coucy earl of Bedford, Al phonfo king of Cafrile, John 

of Mountfort duke of Britanny, and John Hafi:ings earl 

of Pembroke. The princefs J oan died at Bourdeaux be-

fore the confummation of her marriage. 
IT is remarked by an elegant hifi:orian h, that Conquer- Mifcellane· 

h h {i 11 h b f h 
. d ous tr~nfac-

ors, t oug u ua y t e ane o uman km , proved tions of this 

often, in thofe feudal times, the mofi: indulgent of fove- reign. 

reigns: They frood mofi: in need of fupplies from their 

people ; and not being able to compel them by force t(} 

fubmit to the necdfary impofitions, they were obliged to 

make them fome compenfation, by equitable laws and 

popular conceffions. This remark is, in fome meafurc, 

though imperfetl:ly, jufrified by the condutl: of Edward 
IlL He took no fi:eps of moment without confulting his 

parliament, and obtaining their approbation, which he 

afterwards pleaded as a reafon for their fupporting hi 

mcafures i, The parliament, therefore, rofe into greater 

confideration during his reign, and acquired more reguhr 

authority than in any former time~ and even the houfe of 

commons, which, during turbulent and faEl:ious periods, 

was naturally opprcffed by the greater power of the cro\~·n 
and barons, began to appear of fome weight in the confti-

tution. In the later years of Edw.:trd, the king's mini-

fte;>rs were impeached in parliament, particuLu ly lord 

I\1Iortimer, who fell a facrifice to the authority of the com-
mons k; and they even obliged the king to hanifh his 
mifircfs by their rcmon!hances. Some attention \Vas alfo 

paid to the eleB:ion of their members; and la\vr nr , in 

na.rticular who wer.:: at that timp, men of a c!1ara 'ter 
1 , ' 

iom~what inferior, were totally excluued the houftw during 

ftvcral parliaments 1
• 

h Dr. Robertfon's Hiftory of Scotland, book J, i Co•·on's .1\hridg. 

F• 108, uo, k IbiJ, P· uz. 1 Cotton's Abri,lg. p. Ill. 
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C H A P. ONE of the mofr popular laws, enaCl:ed by any prince, 
~ was the fratutc, which paffed in the twenty-fifth of thi~ 
·~377· reign m, and which limited the cafes of high treafon, be

fore vague and uncertain, to three principal heads, con
fpiring the death of the king, levying war againfr him, 
and adhering to his enemies; and the judges were prohi
bited, if any other cafes :lhould occur, from in.RiCl:ing 
the penalty of treafon, v:ithout an application to par
liament. The bounds of treafon were indeed fo much 
limited by this :fi:atute, which frill remains in force with
out any alteration, that the la·w-yers were obliged to en
large them, and to cxpiain a confpiracy for levying war 
againft the king to be equivalent to a confpiracy againfr 
his .life; a!1d this interpretation, feemingly forced, has, 
from the nt::ceffity of the cafe, been tacitly acquiefced in. _ 
It was alfo ordained, that a parliament :lhould be held 
once a year or oftener, if need be: A b.w which, like 
many others, was never obferved, and loft its authority 
by difufe "· 

EnWARD granted above twenty parliamentary confir
mations of the Great Charter ; and thefe conceffions are 
commonly appealed to as proofs of his great indulgence 
to the people, and his tender regard to their liberties. 
But the contrary prefumption is more natural. If the 
maxims of Edward's reign had not been in general Come
what arbitrary, and if the Great Charter had not been 
frequently violated, the parliament would never have ap .. 
plied for thefe frequent confirmations, which could add, 
no force to a deed regularly obferved, and which could 
ferve to no other purpofe, than to prevent the contrary 
precedents from turning into a rule, and acquiring au
thority. It was indeed the effect of the irregular govern
ment during thofe ages, that a fi:atute, which had been 
r:n~Cl:ed fome years, i~ftead of acquiring, was imagineq 
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to lofc force, by; time, and needed to be often renewed c H A P. 

by recent ftatutes of the fa:ne fenfe and tenor. Hence ~ 
likewife that general claufc, fo frequent in old atl:s of 1377• ' 

parliament, that the ftatutes, enaB:ed by the king's pro-
genitors, iliould be obferved 0 ; a precaution, which, if 
we not do confider the circumfl:ances of the times, might 

appear abfurd and ridiculous. The frequent confirma-
tions in general terms of the privileges of th:! church 

proceeJed from the fame caufe. 
IT is a claufe in one of Edward's fl:atutes, that no 

man, of what cjlate or condition foever, jhall be put out of 
land or tenement, nor taken nor imprijoned, nor dijherited, 

nor put to death, without being brougbt in anfwer by due 

procefs of the law". This privilege was fufficiently fecured 
by a claufe of the Great Charter, which had received a 
general confirmation in the firfi: chapter of the fame fl:a
tute. Why then is the claufe fo anxioufly, and, as we 
may think, fo fuperfl.uoufly repeated? Plainly, becaufe 
there had been fome late infringements of it, which gave 
umbrage to the commons q. 

BuT there is no article, in which the hiws are more 
frequently repeated during this reign, almoft in the fame 
terms, than that of purveyance, which the parliament al
ways calls an outrageous and intolerable grievance, and the 

fource of infinite damage to the people r. The parlia
ment tried to aboliili this prerogative altogether, by pro
hibiting any one from taking goods without the confent 
of the owners s, and by changing the heinous name of 
purveyors, as they term it, into that of buyers t: But the 
~rbitrary conduB: of Edward ftill brought back the grie

vance upon them; though contrary both to the Great 

o 36 Edw. Ill. cap. I. ~7· Edw. Ill. cap. I. &c. P zS Edw. liT. 
cap. 3• q They affert, in the 15th of this reign, that there had 

been fuch inA:anc:es. Cotton's Abridg. ~· 3 t. They repeat the fame in the 

1-1A: year. Seep. 59· r 36 :Edw. lll. &c, ~ J4 'Edw. Ill. 

~ap. J?• t 36 :Edw. llJ._c,'?• 1..• 



HI S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G LAND. 

CH A P. Charter, and to many fratutes. This diforder was in a XYI. 
~good meafure derived from the Prate of the public finances 

l377· and of the kingdom ; and could therefore the lefs admit of 
any remedy. The prince frequently wanted ready money; 
yet his family mufl: be fubfifl:ed: He was therefore obliged 
to· employ force and violence for that purpofe, and to give 
tallies, at what rate he pleafed, to the owners of the goods 
which he laid hold of. The kingdom alfo abounded fo 
little in commodities, and the interior communication was 
[o imperfeB:, that, had the owners been il:ricHy proteB:ed 
by law, they could eafily have exaB:ed any price from 
the king; efpecially in his frequent progreffes, when he 
came to difl:ant and poor places, where the court did not 
ufually refide, and where a regular plan for fupplying it 
could not eafily be efl:ablifhed. Not only the king, but 
feveral great lords, infifl:ed upon this right of purveyance 
within certain difl:riCl:s n. 

THE magnificent cafl:Ie of \Vindfor was built by Ed
ward III. and his method of conduCl:ing that work may 
ferve as a fpecimen of the condition of the people in that 
age. In.ltcad of engaging workmen by contraB:s and 
wages, he affeficd every county in England to fend him 
a certain number of mafons, tilers, and carp nters, as if 
he had been levying an army w. 

THEY mifl:ake, indeed, very much the genius of this 
reign who imagine that it was not extremely arbitrary. 
All the high prerogatives of the crown were to the full 
exerted in it ; but what gave fome confolation, and pro
mifed in time fome relief to the people, they were alv.·ays 
complained of by the comr 1ons : Such a~ the di!j)eniing 
powc.r x ; the extenfioa of the forefts r ; reeling mono
polies z; ; e}.:-aB:ing loans a ; flopping j ufiice by particubr 

u 7 Rich. a. Cal, s. 
x Cotton's AbrJa;!. P• I+S• 

Abridg. p. 56, 61, a:. 
A ~rid g. p. 56. 

-1 Afhmole's hifi. of the gaJt,,r, p. 1 .. 9. 
Y Cotton, p. 7 r. z Corron's 

a Rymer, vo1, ;r, p. 491• 574· Cottcn'e 
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warrants a; the renewal of the commiffion of trailbaton b; c H A P. 

ffi d 11... • h bl' fc • 1 . XVI. pre mg men an m1ps mto t e pu 1c erv1ce c ; evymg '-v---J 

arbitrary and exorbitant fines d ; extending the authority 13_77 

of the privy council or ftar-diamber to the decifion of 
private caufes e ; enlarging the power of the marcfchal's 
and other arbitrary courts r; imprifoning members for 
freedom of fpeech in parliament g; obliging people with-
out any rule to fend recruits of men at arms, archers, and 
hoblers, to the army n. 

BuT there was no aa of arbitrary power more fre .. 

quently repeated in this reign, than that of impofing 
taxes without confent of parliament. Though that af
fembly granted the king greater fupplies than had ever 
been obtained by any of his predeceff'ors, his great under
takings and the neceffity of his affairs obliged him fl:ill to 
levy more; and after his fplendid fuccefs againfr France 
had added weight to his authority, thefe arbitrary impofi

tions became almoft annual and perpetual. Cotton' 
Abridgment of the records affords numerous inftances of 
this kind, in the firfl: i year of his reign, in the thirteenth 
year k, in the fourteenth ', in the twentieth m, in the 
twenty-firft n, in the twenty-fccond o, in the twenty
fifth P, in the thirty-eighth q' in the fiftieth r, and in the 

fifty-firft s. 

THE king epenly avowed and maintained this power 
of levying taxes at plcafure. At one time, he replied to 
the remonfrrance made by the commons againfr it, that 
the impofition~ had been e:xaB:ed from great ncce.ffity, 
and had been aff'ented to by the prelates, earls, barons, 

a Cotton, P· ll4• b Ibid. p. 67. c Cotton's Abridg. 

p. 47, 79, 113. cl Ibid. p. 32. c Ibid. p. 74. f Ibid. 

p. 74• g Walling. p. 189, 190. h Tynel's Hift. vol. viii. 

p. 554· from the records. i Rymer, vol. iv. p. 363. k P. 17~ 
J8, 1 Rymer, vol. iv, p. 39· m P. 47· n P. 52

• 

53, 57, 5s. o P. 69• P P. 76. q P. 101. r P. 13s. 

and 
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c H A P. and fame of the commons t; at another, that he woula 
~~ advife with his council u. When the parliament defired, 

1371~ that a law might be enacted for the punifhment of fuch 
as levied thefe arbitrary impofitions, he refufcd compli
ance w. In the fubfequent year, they defired that the 
king might renounce this pretended prerogative; but his 
anfwer was, that he would levy no taxes without necef
.fity, for the defence of the realm, and where he reafon
ably might ufe that authority x. This incident paffed a 
few days before his death ; and thefe were, in a manner, 
his 1afi: word:> to his people. It would fcem, that the 
the famous charter or fi:atute of Edward I. de tallagio non 

fublevando, though never repealed, was fuppofed to have 
already loft by age all its authority. 

THESE facts can only fuow the praflice of the times : 
For .as to the right, the continual remonfrrances of the 
commons may feem to prove that it rather lay on their 
tide: At leafr, thefe remonfrrances ferved to prevent the ar
bitrary practices of the court from becoming an efrablifhed 
part of the confritution. In fo much a better condition 
were the privileges of the people even during the arbi
trary reign of Edward HI. than during fome fubfequent 
ones, particularly thofe of the Tudors, where no ty
ranny or abufe of power ever met with any check or 
cppofition, or fo much as a remonfrrance,. from parlia
ment. 

IN this reign we find, according to the fentiments of 
an ingenious and learned author, the firfr fi:rongly marked 
and probably ~ontefred difl:intlio.n between a proclama
tion by the king and his privy council~ and a law which 
'tlad received the a:ITent of the lords and commons r. 

t Cotton, P• 53• He repeats the fame an(wer in p. 6o, Some of the com• 
mo~ts were fuch as he iliould be pleafed to confult with. u Cotton, 
p. 57· v1 Ibid. P• .138. x lbid, p. I$2 1 Y Obfervations 

.~n the ftatutes, P• 19 3• 

I:r 
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IT is eafy to imagine, that a prince of fo much fenfe C H A P, 

and fpiri as Edward, would be no flave to the court of xvr. 
~ 

Rome. Though the old tribute was paid during fome 
years of his minority z, he afterwards withheld it; and 
when the pope in I 367 threatened to cite him to the 
court of Rome, for default of payment, he laid the mat
ter before his parliament. That affembly unanimoufly 
declared, that king John could not, without a national 
confent, fubjeB: his kingdom to a foreign power : And 
that they were therefore determined to fupport their rove
reign againft this unjuft pretenfion a. 

DuRING this reign, the fl:atute of provifors was en
aB:ed, rendering it penal to procure any prefentations to 
benefices from the court of Rome, and fecuring the eights 
of all patrons and elcCl:ors, which had been extremely en
croached on by the pope b. By a fubfequent fbtutc., 
every perfon was out-lawed who carried any caufe by ap
peal to the court of Rome c. 

THE laity at this time feem to have been extremely 
prejudiced again:!l: the papal power, and even fomewhat 
againfi: their own clergy, becaufe of their conncxions with 
the Roman pontiff. The parliament pretended, that the 
ufurpations of the pope were the caufe of all the plagues., 
injuries, famine, and poverty of the realm; were more 
deftruB:ive to it than all the wars ; and were the reafon 
why it contained not a third of the inhabitan~s and com
modies, which it formerly poffeffed: That the taxes, 
levied by him, exceeded five times thofe which were 
paid to the king : That every thing was venal in that 
finful city of Rome; and that even the patrons in Eng
land had thence learned to praCl:ife fimony without re
morfe or fcruple d. At another time, they petition tl e 

king to employ no churchman in any office of frate e ; 

z Rymer, vol. iv. p. 434• a Cotton's Abridg. p. l Ioi 

Ill. 1.7 Edw. Ill, c z7 Edw. Ill. 38 Edw. lli. 
p. 741 uS, 12.9• e I bid, P• 1 u 

b 

b 25 Edw. 

d. Cotton, 

and 
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C H A P.and they even fpeak in plain terms, of expelling by force 
XVI. 1 } . d h b 'd' d 1..--v--..J the papa aut 1onty, an t ere y prov1 mg a reme y 
1377· againft oppreffions, which they neither could nor would 

any longer endure f. Men who talked in this firain, 
were not far from the reformation : But Edward did not 
think proper to fecond all this zeal. Though he pa£fed 
the fiatute of provifors, he took little care of its execu-. 
tion ; and the parliament made frequent complaints of his 
negligence on this head g. He was content with having 
reduced fuch of the Romilh ecclefiafiics, as poffeffed re
venues in England, to depend entirely upon him by means 
cf that fiatute. 

As to the police of the kingdom during this period, it 
was certainly better than during times of faB:ion, civil 
war, and diforder, to which England was fo often ex
pofed : Yet were there feveral vices in the confiitution, 
the bad confequences of which all the power and vigi
lance of the king could not prevent. The barons, by 
'their confederacies with thofe of their own order, and by 
fupporting and defending their retainers in every ini
quity b, were the chief abettors of robbers, murderers, and 
ruffians of all kinds ; and no law could be executed 
againft thefe criminals. The nobility were brought to 
give their promife in parliament, that they would not 
avow, retain, or fupport any felon or breaker of the 
law i; yet this engagement, which we may wonder to 
fee exatl:ed from men of their rank, was never regarded 
by them. The commons make continual complaints of 
the multitude of robberies, murders, ra~ilhment of wo
men, and other diforders, which, they fay, were become 
numberlefs in every part of the kingdom, and which they 
always afcribe to the protection that the criminals received 
from the great k. The king of Cyprus, who paid a vifit 

• f Cotton, p. 41• g Ibid. p.ug, 128, 129, 130, 148. h 11 Edw. 
lli. cap. 14. 4 Edw, JIJ, cap. 2, 15 Edw.III. cap, 4-• i Cotton, 
p. 10, k Ibid. p. 51, 61., 64~ 701 t6o. 

to 
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·to England during this reign, was robbed and fhipped on c H A P. 

the highway with his whole retinue 1• • Edward himfelf ~ 
contributed to this diffolution of law, by his facility in 1377. 

granting pardons to felons from the folicitation of the 

courtiers. Laws were made to retrench this prerogative m, 
and remonfrrances of the commons were prefented againft 

the abufe of it n: But to no purpo(e. The gratifying of 
a powerful nobleman continued frill to be of more im-

portance than the protection of the people. The king 
alfo granted many franchifes, which interrupted the courfe 
of j uftice and the execution of the laws 0 • 

CoMMERCE and indufiry were certainly at a very low 
ebb during this period. T'he bad police of the country 
alone affords a fufficient reafon. 1'he only exports were 
wool, fkins, hydes, leather, butter, tin, lead, and fuch 
unmanufactured goods, of which wool was by far the 
moft confiderable. Knyghton has affertcd, that Ioo,ooo 
facks of wool were annually exp·orted, and fold at twenty 
pounds a fack, money of that age. But he is widely mif
taken both in the quantity exported and in the value. In 
1349, the parliament remonftrate, that the king, by an 
illegal impofition of forty fhillings on each fack exported~ 
had levied 6o,ooo pounds a year P : Which reduces the 
annual exports to 30,000 facks. A fack contained 
twenty-fix ftone, and each ftone fourteen pounds '1; and at 
a medium was not valued at above five pounds a fack r, 
that is, fourteen or fifteen pounds of our prefent money. 
Knyghton's computation raifes it to fixty pounds, which 
is near four times the prefent price of wool in England. 
According to this reduced computation, the export of 
wool brought into the kingdom about 450,000 pounds of 
our prefent money, infiead of fix millions, wh1ch is an 

, extravagant fum. Even the former fum is fo high, as to 

1 Walfing. p. 170. 

n Cotton, p. 75· 
q 34 Ed "· III. cap. S• 

7 

m Jo Edw, III. cap 1.. '-1 Edw, III. cap. z. 
o Ibid. p. 54· P lbid, p. 481 69. 

afford 
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C H A P. afford a fufpi"'ion of fome milfake in the computation o£ 
~the parliament with regard to the number of facks ex

lJ77• ported. Such miUakes were very ufual in tho[e ages. 
EnwARD eftdeavoured to introduce and promote the 

woollen manufaCl:ure by giving proteCtion and encourage
ment to foreign weavers s, and by enaCl:ing a law, pro
hibiting every one to wear any cloth but of Engliih 
fabric t. The parliament prohibited the exportation of 
woollen goods, which was not fo well judged, efpecially 
while the exportation of unwrought wool was fo much 
allowed and encouraged. A like injudicious law was 
made againfl: the exportation of manuf<lcrured iron u. 

IT appears from a record in the Exchequer, that in 
1354 the exports of England amounted to 294,184 pounds 
feventeen f4illings and two-pence: The imports to 38,9jo 
pounds th fhillings and fix-pence money of that time. 
This is a great balance, confidering that it arofe chiefly 
from the exportation of woollen goods, or rather of raw 
wool and other rough materials: The import was chiefly 
linen and fine cloth, and fome wine. England feems to 
have been extremely drained at this time by Edward's fo
reign expeditions and foreign fubfidies, which probably was 
the reafon, why the exports fo much exceed the imports. 

THE fidl: toll we read of in England, for mending the 
highways, was impofed in this reign: It was that for re
pairing the road betwecn .. St. Gilcs's and Temple-Bar w. 

IN the firfl: of Richard II. the parliament complains 
' extremely of the decay of fhipping during. the preceding 

reign, and affert, that one · fca-port formerly contai.r.ed 
more veffels than were then to be found in t!le whde 
kingdom. Th!s calamity, they af .. ;:ibe to the arbitrary 
feizure of fnips by Edward, for the fen rice .of his· frequent 
expeditions x. The parliament in th.c fifth of Richard re-

s II Edw. Ill. cap, 5· Rymer, vol. iv. . 72.3. Mut imuth, !'• 88, 
t J 1 Edw, Ill. cap. oz, · u 28 Edw. IIJ. cap. 5• 
w Rymer,v;l. v.p.52.'!• x Cotton,!'· 155, 164·• 

new 

., 
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1ew the fame complaint r, and we likewife find it made c H A P. 

• h r r h E . . XVI, 1n t e 10rty-uxt of dward Ill. So falfe IS the corn- .....__.....--.J 

~on opinion, that this reign was favourable to com- '377• 
rnerce. 

THERE is an order of this king, dirccte~ to the mayoi· 
and lheriffs of London, to take up all fhips of forty tl!n 
and upwards to be convert~d into fhip" of war z. 

THE pa'rliament atte!ppted the imi>raeticnh e fchcme ()t 
reducing the price of labour after the pefiilence, and allo 
that of poultry a. A reaper, in the firfr week of Augufi:, 
\vas not allowed to tak~ above t'l.vo pence a d. y, or near 
Iix pence of our prefent money; ii1 the fecond week a 
third inore. A mafi:et carpenter w~s limited through the 
whole year to three pence a day, a ccmmon carpenter to 
two pence, money of that age b, It is remarkable, that; 
jn the fatne reign, the pay of a common foldier, <!n ar
cher, was fix-pence a day; which, by the change, both 
in denomination and value, w~uld be equivalent to near · 
five fhillings of our prefent money c. Soldiers were then 
.ihlifrcd only for a very fhort time: They lived idle all the 
tefr of the year, and commonly all the refi: of their lives: 
One fuccefsful campaign, by pay and plunder; and the 

. ranfom of prifoners, \vas fu ppofcd to be a fm<!ll fortune 
to a man ; which was a gteat allurement to enter into 
Hie fervice d. 

Y Cap. 3• z Ry:ner, 1'ol. iv. p. 66~. 

;;t 37 "Edw, III. cap. 3• b 25 Edw. Jli. cap. 1, ~· 
c Du~da!e's Baronage, Vt\l i. p. 784: Brady's hift.~vo!. ii. App. No. gt. 

The pay of a man at arms was quadruple, 'Ve may therefore conclude, that 
the numerous nrmies, mentioned by hillorians in thofe times, contifted (hieffy 
of rag,muffim, who followed the camp, and lived by plunder, Edward'a 

army befo!e Calais confified of 31 1094 men; y.:t iti pay for fi~tcen months 
\\'as only U7,2oi pounds. Brady, ibid. 

d Commodities fecm to have rifea fince the Conquefi. lnftead of bein: 

ten times cheaper than at prefent, they were in the age of Edward III. only 
three or four times. This change feeme to have taken place in a great mea
fure fince Edwnd I, The allowance granted by I:dward Ili, to the e~tl of 

VoL, Il, 'Kk 1\-Iurray, 
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c H A P. THE ftaple of wool, woo1-fc!Js, leather, and lead, w~ 
XVI. fi f I" . . 1 f E t..--,.....-J xed by aCt o par 1ament m part1cu ar towns o ng-
1377· land e. Afterwards it was removed by law to Calais :. 

But Edward, who commonly deemed his prerogative 
above law, paid little regard to thefe fiatutes; and when 
the parliament remonfl:rated with him on account of thefe 
aCl:s of power, he plainly told them, that he would pro
ceed in that matter as he thought proper f. It is not eafy 

to affign the reafon of this great anxiety for fixing a 

ftaple; unlefs perhaps it invited foreigners to a market~ 

when they knew beforehand, that they ihould there meet 

with great choice of any particular fpecies of commodity. 

This policy of inviting foreigners to Calais was carried fo 

far, that all Englifh mer:::hants were prohibited by law 
from exporting ::my Engli{h goods from the fbple; which 

was in a mann~r the total abandoni:1; of all foreign navi

gation, except that to Calais g. A contrivance feemingly 
extraordinary. 

IT was not till the middle of this century that the En g.-. 
liih began to extend their· navigation ev-en to the Baltic h; 

nor till the middle of the fLtbfeque11t, tr..,at they failed to the· 
Mediterranean i. 

LuxuRY was complained of in that age, as well as in 
mhers of more refinement; and attempts were made by 

parliament to reftrain it, particularly on the head of ap
parel, where furcly it is the 1:;1oft obvioufly innocent and 
.inofFenfi've. No man under a hundred a year was allowed 
to w~ar gold, filver, or filk in his clothes : Servants- aHo 
were prohibited from eating fldh meat, or fifu, above 
once a day k. By another law it was ordained, that no 

Murray, then a pri(oner in Nottingh3m ca!lle, is one pound a week; 1.\h;trer• 

the bilhop of St. Andrews, the prima<e of Scotland, had only fix-pence a d~y 

allowed him by Edward I. 
• ~7 Edw. III. f Cotton, p. 117. g 1..7 Edw. III. cap. 7• 
fl Anderfon, vol. i. p. 151· i Id, P• 171. 

k 37 Edw, III. cap. 8, g, 10, &c, 

one 
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one fhould be allowed, either for dinner.. or fupper, above c H A P. 

three diihes in each courfe, and not above two courfes : ~~ 
And it is likewife exprefsly declared, that Joufed meat is to J377• 

count as one of thefe dilhes 1
• It was eafy to fore fee that 

fuch ridiculous laws mufl: prove inefFeB:ual, and could 
never be executed. 

THE ufe of the French language, in pleadings "nd 
public deeds, was aboliihed m. It may appear fl:range, 
that the nation ihould fo long have worn this badge of 
conqueft: But the king and nobility feem never to have 
become thoroughly E.nglifh, or to have forgot their 
French extraCtion, till Edward's wars with France gave 
them an antipathy to that nation. Yet ftill, it was long 
before the ufe of the Englilh tongue came into fafhion. 
The firftEngliih paper which we meet with in Rymer is in 
the year r 386, during the reign of Richard II. "• 1"'here 
are Spaniih papers in that colleCtion of more ancient 
date 0

: And the ufe of the Latin and French ftill con
tinued. 

WE may judge of the ignorance of this age in geogra
phy from a ftory told by Robert of Aveibury. Pope Cle
ment VI. having, in 1344, created Lewis of Spain prince 
of the fortunate Ijlands, meaning the Canaries, then newly 
diCcovered; the Englifh ambalfador at Rome and his re ... 
tinue were feized with an alarm, that Lewis had been 
created king of England; and they immediately hurried 
home, in order to convey this important intelligence. Yet 
fuch was the ardour for ftudy at this ticme, that Speed in 
his Chronicle informs us,. there were then 30,000 fiudents 
in the univerfity of Oxford alone. What was the occu
pation of all thefe young men? To learn very bad Latin 
and ftill worfe Logic. 

1 ro Edw. IH. m 36· Edw. IIJ. cap. 15. 
n Rymer, vol. vii. p. 526. This paper, by the fiyle, feems to have been 

«lrawn by the Scots, and was fit,ned by the wardens of the marche5 on:y. 
• Rymer, Vlill. vi. P· 554• 

Kk2 
... . .. 

I~ 
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c H A P. IN 1364, the er . 
XVL . I . 
~ rat!On of t1e precec!:11 ·, 

I'J77· feffed manors holding .e. 

different leafes withou~ z-.·ng lJ( 

nuc to exercifc the fame po . er, tir Li1·: 

come more populous P. T'hl eo • '11oc 

that this fecurity of po.ffc1lion was a gt 

dering the kingdom profpefous an< flouri/hi .. c.,, rct .• 1 .. 

not apply, all at once, for a greater rclaxatiOll c f th i1 
chains. 

THERE is not a reign among tho,.c of the an •c;nt 
Engliih monarchs, which dcfcrves more to be fi:udird tl JI 

that of Edward IlL nor one wher~ - tlw domd1:ic tranfac
tions will better difcover the t ·pe ·ttnius of that kind of 
mixed government, which wa:, hen ei'Labll!hed in Eng
land. The firuggles, with regard ... o the validity and 
authority of the great charter, werC" t.ow o er: The king 
was acknowledged to lie under fo , .e limitations : Edward 

himfelf was a prince of great capaci ty, not governed by 
favourites, not led afl:ray by any unruly paffion, fenfible 
that nothing could be more eitentia1 to his in erefl:s than 
to keep on good tctms with his peopk: Y c:t on the whole 
· t appears, that the govermi1ent, at befi, was only a bar..:. 

barous monarchy, n t regn1~ted oy any fixed maxims, or 
bounded by any certain undifputcd rig,.1ts, which in prac
tice were regularly obferved. T'he kir g conduCted 1 im
ielf by one fet of principles ; the h:.::.1·o.ns by :mother ; the 
commons by a third ; the clergy by a fourth. All thcfe 
fyftems of government were oppofi.tc and incomp::t!bk : 
Each of them prevailed in its turn, as incidents \ er~ fa
:ourable to it: A great prince rendered the monar hi.:al 
pm.•ter predominant : The wcaknefs of a kin,,· g ... ve rein~ 

to the arifl:ocracy: A fnpe:uit:ous age faw the clergy t;·i 

umphant: The people, for whom chi(!fly gv\'tmment a'1 

P Cctto:1, p. 97• 

s infiitu .. J, 
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infiit~ted, and who chiefly defen·c confideration, were the C H A P. 

weakefr of the whole. But the commons, little ob- ~~ 
J1oxious to any other order ; though they funk under 1377. 

the violence of temp its, filently reared their head in 
more peaceable times; aml while the fiorm was brewing, 
were courted by all fides, and thus received frill fome 
acceffion to their privileges, or, at worft, fome confirma-
tion of them. 

IT has been an efrabliihed opinion, that gold coin was 
not fl:ruck till this reign: But there has lately been found 
proof that it is as_ ancient as Henry III. q 

9 See Obf::rvations on the mora an.cient P.atntes, p . 375· 1.1 edi, 

Kk3 NOTES 
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NOTE [AJ, p. 36. 

M AD 0 X, in his Baronia Anglica, cap. 14· tells us, 
That in the 3cth of Henry II. thirty-three cows and 

two bulls coft but eight pounds [even fhillings, money of th:tt 
age ; sco fheep, twenty-two pounds ten fhillings, or about 
ten pence three farthings per fheep ; fixty- fix oxen eighteen 
pounds three ihillings ; fifteen breeding mares two pounds 
twelve fhillings and fix pence ; and twenty-two hogs, one 
pound two ihillings. Commodities feem the~ to have been 
about ten times cheaper ; all except the fheep, probably on 
account of the value of the fleece. The fame author in his 
Formulare Anglicanurn, p. 17. fays, That in the 1oth year 
cf Richard I. mention is made of ten per cent. paid for mo
ney: But the Jews frequently exatled much higher intereft. 

N 0 T E [BJ, p. 253· 
Y M ER, vol. ii. p. 216, 84 5. There cannot be the 

leall: queftion, that the homage ufually paid by the kings 
of Scotland was not for their crown, but for feme other terri
tory. The only q ueftion remains, what that territory was ? 
Jt was not ah;ays for the earldom of Huntingdon, nor the ho

nour of Pcnryth ; becaufe we find it fometimes done at a time 

.when thefe pofreilions were not in the hands of the kings of 
Scotland. It is probable, that the homage was performed in 
general terms without any particular fpecification ofterritory; 
.and this inaccuracy had proceeded either from fame difpute 
between the two kings about the territory and fome oppofite 

K k + 'lailpi1 
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~laims, which were compromifed by the general homage, o~ 
from the fimplicity of the age, which employed few words in 
every tranfattion. To prove this. we need but look into th~ 
letter of king Richard, where he refigns the homage of Scot
land, referving the ufual homage. His words are, St:epedictur 
1j7: Rex lights homo nojler deveniat de omnibus terris de qui bus an· 
tecdfores foi antecdfonmz nojlrorum lz'gii homenes fuerunt, et 1zobi.r 
atqzte handiDus nojlris.fidelttatemjurarunt. Rymer, vol. i. p. 65. 
Thefe general t~rms were probably copied from the ufual form 
~f the homage itfelf. 

It is no proof that the kings of Scotland po1Te1Ted no lands 
or baronies in England, becaufe we cannot find them in th~ 
imperfeB: hiftories and records of that age. For infiance, it 
clearly appears from another paifage of this very letter of Ri
chard, that the Scotti.fh king held lands both in the county of 
Huntingdon and clfcwherc in England; though the earldom 
of Huntingdon itfelf w<:.s then in the perfon of his brother, 
David; and we know at prefent of no other baronies, whic4 
Vv'illia~n held. It cannot be expected that we fhould now b~ 
able to fpecify all his fees which he either po1Te1Ted or claimed in 
England; when it is probable that the two monarchs them-' 
{elves and their miniilcrs would at that very time have differed 
in the lift: The Scottifh ~ing might poifefs fome to which his 
right was difputed; he might claim others, . which he did not 
poifefs: And neither of the two kings was willing to refign his 
prctenfi.ons by a particular enumeration. 

A late author of great induftry and learning, but full of 
prejudices, and of no penetration, Mr. Carte, has taken ad~ 
vantage of the undefined terms of the Scotch homage, and has 
pretended that it was done for Lothian and Galloway, that is, 
all the territories of the country now called Scotland, lyil'lg 
fouth of the Clyde and Forth: But to refute this pretenfion at 
once, we need only confider, tl,l.at if thefe territories were held 
in fee of the E~gliili kings, there would, by the nature of the 
feudal law, as eftabliilied in England, have been continual ap
peals from t4em to the courts of the lord Paramount; contrary 
to all the h~ft~r~es anq records of that age. We .find, that, as 
foon as Edward really eftabliilied his fuperiority, appeals im
mediately <.:ommenced from all parts of Scotland ; And that 

·· ~· · ' ' king, 
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king, in his writ to the king's- e.,ch, confiders them as a ne
~eifary confequence oft 1e feudal tenure. Such large territo
ries alfo would have fupplied a confiderable part of the Englifu 
armies, which never could have efcaped all the hiftorians. 
Not to mention that there is not any inil:ance of a Scotch pri
foner of war being tried as a rebel, in •he frequent 1oftilities 
petween the k ngdoms, where the Scottifh armies were chiefly 
:filled from the fouthern counties. 

Mr. Carte's notion witn regard to Galloway, which com
prehends, in +-he langpage of that age, or rather in that of the 
preceding, mofr of the fouth weil: counties ot Scotland; his no~ 
tion, I fay, reil:s on f~ ilight a foundation, that it fcarccly 
merits being refuted. He will have it (and merely becaufe he 
will have it) that the Cumberland, ytelded by king Edmunq 
~o Malcolm I. meant not only the county in England of that 
name, but all the territory northwards to the Llyde. But the 
cafe of Lothian deferves fome more confideration. 

It is certain, that in very ancient language, Scotland means 
only the country north of the friths of Clyde and Forth. I 
fhall not make a parade of literature to prove it ; becaufe I do 
not find that this point is difputed by the Scots themfelves. 
The fouthern country was divided into Galloway and Lothian; 
and the latter comptehended all the fouth-eafi: counties. This 
territory was certainly a part of the ancient kingdom of Nor
thumberland, and was entirely peopled by Saxons, who after
wards received a great mixture of Danes ·among them. It 
appears from all the Englifh hiftorjes, that the whole kingdom 
of Northumberland paid very little obedience to the Anglo
Saxon monarchs, who governed after the diifolution of the 
heptarchy ; and the northern and remot~ parts of it fecm to 
have fallen into a kind of anarchy, fometimes p·llaged by the 
Danes, fometimes joining them jn their ravages upon other 
parts of England. The kings of Scotland, 1ying nearer them~ 
took at laft pofleffion of the country, which hau fcarcely 3ny 

government; and we arc; to d by Matthew of Wefiminfter, 
p. 193· that king Edgar made a grant of the territory to Ken
~eth II • that is, ~e refigned claims, which he could not mak~ 
effectual, without beftowing on them more trouble and ex
' ence than they were worth; For ~hefc are the only grants of 

~rov~n~es 
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provinces made by kings; and foambitious and active a princeu 
Edgar would never have given prefents of any other kind. Tho' 
Matthew of Wefrminfter's authority may appear fmall with 
regard to fo remote a tranfaCl:ion; yet we may admit it in this 
cafe, becaufe Ordericus Vitalis, a good authority, tells us, 
p. 701. that Malcolm acknowledged to \Villiam Rufus, that 
the Conqueror had confirmed to him the former grant of Lo
thian. But it follows not, becaufe Edgar made this fpecies of 
grant to Kenneth, that therefore he exall:ed homage for that 
territory. Homage .and all the rites of the feudal law were 
very little known among the Saxons; and we may alfo fup
pofe, that the claim of Edgar was fo antiquated and weak, 
that, in refigning it, he made no very valuable conceffion, and 
Kenneth might well refufe to hold, by fo precarious a tenure, 
a territory, which he at prefent held by the fword. In fhort, 
no author fays, he did homage for it. 

The only colour indeed of authority for l\1r. Carte's notion
is, t'.nat Matthew Paris, who wrote in the reign of Henry HI. 
before Edward's claim of fuperiority was heard of, fays that 
Alexander Ilf. did homage to Henry HI. pro Laudimzo et 
o.liis terris. See page 55 S• This word feems naturally to be 
interpreted Lothian. But in the firft place, Matthew Paris's 
teftimony, though confiderable, will not outweigh that of all 
the other hifrorians, who fay that the Scotch homage was al
ways done for lands in England. Secondly, if the Scotch 
homage was done in general terms (as has been already proved) 
it is no wonder that hifiorians fuould differ in their account of 
the object of it, fince, it is probable, the parties themfelves 
were not fully agreed. Thirdly, there is reafon to think that 
Laudianum in Matthew Paris does not mean Lothian in Scot
land. There appears to have been a territory, w hi eh anci· 
ently bore that or a fimilar name, in the north of England. 
For (1) The Saxon Chronicle, p. 197, fays, that Malcolm 
Kenmure met \Villiam Rufus in Lodene in England. (z) It 
is agreed by all hiftorians, that Henry II. only reconquered 
fi·om Scotland the northern counties of Northumberland, Cum. 
berland, and Weftmorland. See Newbriggs, p. 383. Wykes, 
p. 30. Hemingford, p. 49z. Yet the fame country is called 

· ·by other hiftorians Loidis1 comitatus Lodonenfis, or fome 
2 fuch 
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fuch name. See M Paris, p. 68. M. "\\\·ft. p. 247. Annal. 
\\av.erl. p. I)S• and Diceto, p. 5H· (3) This laftmention
i'cl aUihor, when he fpeaks of Lcthian in Scotbnd, calls it 
.ohcncis, p. 574· though he had called the Engli!h territory 

J_,oiJis. 

I thought this long note neceffary in ord~r to correCt Mr. 
Carte's rnifiake, an author whofe diligence and indufl:ry ha$ 

given light to many p:1.ffages of the rno~c ancient Englifh hif
tory. 

N 0 T E [C], p. 253. 
Y 1\1 ER, vol. ii. p. 54'. It is remarkable that the Eng-

li:lh chancellor fpoke to the ccotch parliament in the 
French tongue. This was alfo the language commonly made 
u(e of by all parties on that occafion. lbid. paffim. Some 
of the rnoft confiderablc among the Scot<:h, as well as aJmoft 
all the Englifh barons, were of French origin; they valuecl 
themfelvcs upon it; and pretended to defpife the language 
and manners of the ifland. It is difficult to account for the 
fettlement of fo many French families in Scotland, the Bruces, 
Baliols, St. Clairs, Montgomeries, Somervilles, Gordons, 
Frafers, Cummins, Colvilles, Umfrevilles, Mowbrays, Rays, 
l'v1aules, who were not fupported there, as in England, by 
the power of the fword. But the fuperiority of the fmalleft 
civility and knowledge over total ignorance and barbarifm, ts 
prodigious. 

NOTE [DJ, p. 259· 

SEE Rymer, vol. ii. p. 533, where Edward writes to the 
King's Bench to receive appeals from Scotland. He kne\V 

the pratlice to be new and unufual; yet he efi:ablifhes it as an 
infallible confeq uence of his fuperiority. We learn alfo from 
the fame collection, p. 6o3, that immediately upon receiving 
the homage, he changed the ftyle of his addrefs to the Scotch 
king, whom he now calls dilt!lo C:f Jideli, infiead offratri di_ 
leao E.5 fideli, the appellation which he had always before ufed 
to him; fee p. 109, 124, 168, z8o, 1064. This is a certain 
proof, that he himfelf was not deceived, as was fcarcely in
deed poffible, bqt that he was confcious of his ufurpation. 
Yet he folemnly fwore afterwards to the jufi.ice of his pretcn· 
{Ions, \\hen he defended them before pope Boniface. 
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NOTE [E], p. 276. 

T HROUGHOUT the reign of Fdw. I. the afrent of the 
commons is not once expreifed in any of the enaCl:ing 

claufes; nor in the reigns enfuing, till the 9 Edw. HI. nor in 
any of the enacling daufes of 16 Rich. I f. Nay even fo low 
as Hen. VI. fi·om the beginning till the fld1 of his reign, the 
afrent of the commons is not once exprefred in any enaCl:ing 
claufe. See preface to Ruffhead ·s edit. of the Statutes, p. 7· If 
it fhould be a{ferted, that the commons had really given their 
aifent to thefe ftatutes, though '. y ar not exprefsly mention
ed; this very omi11ion, rocccc!ing, if you will, from careleifnefs, 
is a proof how little they were refpeCl:ed. The commons were 
fo little accuftomed to tranfaCl public bufinefs, that they had 
no fpeaker, till after the parliament 6th Edw. Ill. See 
Prynne's preface to Cotton's abridg. Not till the fidl: of Ri
chard 11. in the opinion of moH: antiquaries. The commons 
were very unwilling to meddle in any ftate affairs, and com
monly either referred thernfelves to the lords, or defired a fe
let1: committee of that houfe to affift them, as appcan from 
Cotton. 5 E. III. n. 51 15 E. Ill. n. 17; 21 E. IU. n. 5; 
4 7 E. H f. n . 5; 50 E. Ill n. 1 o; S 1 E. llf. n. I 8; 1 R. II. 
11. 12; 2 R. II. n. IZ; 5 R. II. n. 14; 2 parl. 6 R. li. n. 14 i 
:pari. z. 6 R. II. n. 8, &c. 

NOTE [FJ, p~ 277· 
T was very agreeable to the maxims of all the feudal go

JL vernments, that every order of the fl:ate fl1ould give their 
confent to the aas which more immediately concerne? them; 
and as the notion of a political fyftem wa:; not then fo well un
derftood, the other orders of the ftate were often not confuJted 
en thcfe occafions. In this reign, even the merchants, though 
'no public body, granted the king impoiitions on merchan~ize, 
becaufe the Ji.rft payments came out of their pockets. They 
did the fame in the reign ofEdward Ill. but the commons had 
then obfervcd that th~ people paid thefe duties, though the 
merchants advanced them ; and they therefore remonftrate4 
againft this praCl:ice. Cotton's abridg. p. 39· The taxes im
pofed by the knights on the counties we·e always lighter tha~ 
thofe whic4 the burgeffes laid on the b~roughs; ~ prefump-' . . . .. ' ~ . 

~01~~ 



NOTES TO THE SECOND VO L U M E. 

tion ) that in voting thofe taxes the Imig!lts and b urgd les did 
not form the fame houfe. See Chancellor \Veil's enquiry intG 
the manner of creating peers, p. 8. But there are fo many 
p roofs, that Lofe two orders of reprefentatives were long fe
parate, tha it i , needlefs to infift on them. Mr. Carte, who 
hau care ully confulted the rolls of parliament, affirms, that 
they lll' \ .:r ar pear to have been united till the I 6th of Edward 
Ill. ~ ee Rift. vol. ii p. 451. But it is certain that this 
uni n was not even then £nal: In 1372, the burgeJfes aeted by 
themfelves, and votea a tax after the knights were difmiff'ed. 
See Tyrrel, Hiil: . vol. iii. P· 734· from Rot. Clauf. 46 Edw. 
I I. n. 9· 1n 1376, they were the knights alone, who paired 
a vote for the removal of .Alice Pierce from the king's perfon, 
if we may credit Walfingham, p. I 8g. There is an inilance 
of a like kind in the reign or Richard If. Cotton, p. 193• 
The different taxes voted by thofe two branches of the lower 
houfe, kept them naturally feparate: But as their petition& 
l1ad moftly the fame objecr, viz. the redrefs of grievances, and 
the fupport oflaw and juilice both againft the crown and the 
barons, this caufe <• s naturally united them, and was the rea
fen why they at laft joined in one houfe for the difpatch of bu
finefs. The barons had few peti tions : Theil' privileges were 
of more ancient date: G1 icvances feldom afFected them: They 
were themfelves the chief oppre.ffors. In 13 3 3, the knights 
by themfelves concurred wi th the biihops and barons in ad ... 
vifing the king to fray his journey into Ireland. Here wc.s a 
petition which regarded a ::natter of Hate, and was fuppof(·d to 
be above the capacity of the burge1Tes. The knights, there
fore, acted apart in his petition. See Cotton, abridg. p. 13. 
Chief bc:.ron Gilbert thinks, that the reafon why taxes began 
always with the commons or burgeifes was, that they were 
limited by the infuuftions of their boroughs. Sec Hifl. of the 

Exchequer, p. 37• 

N 0 T E [G ], p. 278. 

T HE chief argument from ancient authority, for the opi
nion that tl:e reprefentatives of boroughs preceded thti 

forty-ninth of Henry 111. is the famous petition of the bo
rough of St Albans, firfi taken-notice of by Selden, and then by 

}'~cyt~ 

so 
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Petyt, Brady, TyrreJ, and others. In th is petition, prefent~ 
cd to the parliament in the reign of Edward II. the town of 
St. Albans a1Terts, that though they held in capite of the crown, 
and owed only, for all other fen-ices, their attendance in par
liament, yet the fheriff had omitted them in his writs; where
as both in the reign of the king's father, and all his prede
ce1Tors, they had always fent members. 'Now, fay the defenders 
of this opinion, if the commencement of the houfe of commons 
was in Henry Ill's reign, this expreflion could not have been 
ufed. But Madox, in his Hiftory of the Exchequer, p. ~22~ 
~ z 3, 5 24, has endeavoured, and with great reafon, to dcftroy 
the authority of this petition for the purpofe alleged. He 
a1Terts, firit, that there was no fuch tenure in England as that 
of holding by attendance in parliament, inftead of all other 
fervice, Secondly, That the borough of St. Albans never 
heJd of the crown at all, but was always demefne land of the 
abbot. It is no wonder, therefore, that a petition which ad
vances two falfehoods, ihould contain one hifrorical miftake, 
which indeed amounts only to an inaccurate and exaggerated 
expreffion ; no ftrange matter in ignorant Burgcffes of that 
age. Accordingly St. Albans continued frill to belong to the 
abbot. lt never held of the crown, till after the diifolution 
of the monafteries. But the a1Turance of thefe petitioners is 
remarkable. Tl1ey wanted to !hake off the authority of their 
abbot, and to hold of the king; but were unwilling to pay 
any fervices even to the crown : Upon which they framed this 
idle petition, which later writers have made the foundation of 
fo many inferences and conclufions. From the tenor of the 
petition it appears, that there was a clofe connctlion between 
holding of the crown, and being reprefented in parliament: 
The latter had fcarcely ever place without the former: Yet 
we learn from Tyrrel's Append. vol. iv. that there were fame 
i nffances to tf1e contrary. It is not improbable, that Edward 
followed the roll of the earl of Leicefter,' who had fummoned, 
without diil:intlion, all the confiderable boroughs of the king
dom; among whom there might be fome few which did not. 
l10ld of the crown. Edward alfo found it neceffary to impofe 
taxes on all the boroughs in the kingdom without diil:inction. 
This was a good expedient for augmenting his revenue. \Ve 

ar~ 
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are not to jmagine, becaufe the houfe of commons have fince 
become of great importance, that the firfi: fummoning of them 
would form any remarkable and fhiking epoch, and be gene
rally known to the people even feventy or eighty years after. 
So ignorant were the generality of men in that age, that coun
try burgeffes. would readily imagine an innovation, feemingly 
fo little material, to have exifted from time immemorial, be
cau[e it was beyond their own memory, and perhaps that of 
their fathers. Even the parliament in the reign of Henry V. 
fay' thatlreland had, from the beginning of time, been fu bj ea 
to the crown of England. (See Brady) And furely, if any 
thing intercfis the people above all others, it is war and con
quefts, with their dates and circumfiances. 

N 0 T E [HJ, p. 443· 

T HIS fiory of the fix burgeffes of Calais, like all other 
extraordinary Hories, is fomewhat to be fufpected ; and 

fo much the more as Avefbury, p. 1·'17, wln is particular in 
his narration of· the furrender of Calais, fays nothing of it ; 
~nd on the contrary extols in general the king's generality and 
lenity to the inhabitants. The numberlefs mifbkes of Froif
fard, proceeding either from negligence, credulity, or love of 
the marvellous, in validate very much his teilimony, even 
though he was a contemporary, and though his hifiory was 
dedicated to queen Philippa herfelf. That pri.ncefs, had !he 
carefully perufed his work, and had taken the pains to cor
rect his mi!la:Zcs, could have fet him right in a hundred other 
particulars. For infra nee, Fro· ffard makes ue ~cots, with 
their king at their he~d, befiege Salifbury about this time; 
but the queen could have told him, that they never got f..1rther 
than Durham, and tha it \v:ts near this latter city fhc defe::ted 
them and took their king prifoner. It is a great miil:,akc to 
im~gine, that the pl.trons of dedications read the books, much 
lets vouch for all the contents of them. It is not a flight tef
timony, that 1hculcl make us give credit to a i1ory fo difi1o
nourable for F dwarJ, efpecially after that proof of his huma
nity, in allowing a free paffage to all the women, children, 
and infirm people, at the beginning of the fiegc ; at 1ca!1:, it is 
fcan:~ely to be beli\·ed, that, if the ilory has any founda.tionp 
pe ferioully meant to execute his menaces againft the i:x towni:.. 
uJ.en of Calais. 
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N 0 T E [I], p. 44-8. 

T HERE was a :fin gular inftance about this time of the 
prevalence of chivalry and gallantry in the nations of 

Europe. A folemn duel of thirty knights againft thirty wa3 
fought between Bembrough, an Englifl1man, and Beaumonoir, 
a Breton, of the party of Charles of Blois. The knights of 
the two nations came into the field; and before the combat 
began, Beaurnonoir called out, that it would be feen that day 
cu:ho had the faireft tr.ijlrejes. After a bloody combat the Brc
tons prevailed; and gained for their prize, full liberty to boaft 
of their rnifrreifes beauty. It is remarkable, that two fucli 
famous generals as Sir Robert KnolJes, and Sir IIugh Cai.: 
''erley, drew their fwords in this ridiculous conteft. Ste Pcre 
Daniel, vol. ii. p. 536, 537, &c. The women not only inili
gated the champions to thofe rough, if not bloody frays of 
t0urnament; but alfo frequented the tournaments during all 
the reign of Edward, whofc fpirit of g<!llantry enc01iraged this 
practice. See Knyghton, p. z; 97. 

N 0 T E [KJ, p. 4-69. 

T H T S is a prodigious fum, and probably near the half 
of what the king received from the parliament during 

the whole courfe of his reign. Jt rnuft be remarked, that a 
te11th and fifteenth (which was always thought a high grant) 
were, in the eighth year of his reign, fixed at abom z9,oco 
pounds : There were faid to be near 3o,ooo facks of wool ex
ported every year: A fack of wool was at a medium fold for 
five pounds. Upon thefe fuppofitions it would be eafy to 
compute all the parliamentary grants, taking the li!1: as they 
fland in Tyrrel, vol. iii. p. 780: Though fomewhat mull: fiill 
be left to conjecture. This king levied more money from his 
fubjctls than any of his predece1Tors; and the parliament frc.:: 
quently complain of the poverty of the people, and the oppr..!f
fions under which they laboured. But it is to be 1·emarked, that 
.above half of the French king's ranfom was not paid before the 
war broke out anew between the two cro\vns: Eis fon chafe 
rather to employ his money in combating the Englifh, than in 
enriching them. See Rymet, vol. viii. p. 315. 
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