


j{ 'a' me 
~Hn·~n·~ llf ~\(~)H\ lr oHrnr, 

MONTREAL 

18 1t' .. 
~h.A 1 G 















THE 

HISTORY 

OF 

EN G L A N D, 
FROM TH~ 

INVASION OF JULIUS ClESAR 

TO 

The R E V 0 L U T I 0 N in 1688. 

IN EIGHT VOLUMES. 

By D A V I D H U M E, Efq; 

V 0 L. IV. 

A N E W E D IT I 0 N, Correaed. 

L 0 N D 0 N: 

.Printed for T. C A o E L L, in the Strand. 
MDCCLXXIII. 





C 0 N TEN s 
OF THE 

FOURTH VOLUME. 

CHAP. XXVIII; 

H E N R Y VIII. 

Wolfey' s adminijfration--Scots affairs-Pro~ 
grefs of Francis the firft-'Jealoufy of Henry 
-'fournay delivered to France-Wolfey ap~ 
pointed legate-His manner of exercijing that 
office-Death of the emperor Maximilian-
Charles, king of Spain, chofen emperor-Inter~ 
flJiew between Henry and Francis near Calais
The emperor Charles arrives in Englm$d---· 
Mediation of Henry-<Iri-al and condemnation 
6j the duke of Buckingham. Page I 

A 2. 



CONTENTS~ 

CHAP. XXIX. 

Digref/ion co1zcerning the ecclejiaftical ftate-Origin 
of the reformation-Martin Luther--Henry 
receives the title of Defender of the faith
Caufes of the progrefs of the reformation-
War with France--lnvafion of Prance-
War with Scotland--A pa_rliament--Inva-
fisn of France--Italian wars--'.the king of 
France invades Italy--Battle of Pavia and cap- . 
tivity of Francis--Francis recovers his liberty 
~-Sack of Rome-League with France. 

Page 29 

C Ji A P~ :XXX. 

$cruples concerning the king's marriage-Cf'he king 
enters into t/;efe fcruples--Anne Boleyne
Henry applies If! the pope for a divorce-'The 
pope favourable---'The emperor threatens him 
-'The pope'~ ambiguous conduft--'The caufe 
evoked to- Rome--Wolfey' s fall--Commence
ment of the reformqtion in England--Fon;ign 
affairs Wolfey' s death A parliam~Jnt 
-Progrefs of the reformation-A Parlia
ment--King's final breach 1J.Jith Rome--~
A parliament. 7 5 

CHAP~ 



CONTENTS~ 

c f-I A P. xxxr. 

Religious principles of I he people-of the king___;. 
of the minifters--Farther progrefs of the re• 
formation--Sir :fhomas More--crhe maid of 
Kent- ·cr'rial and execution of Fijher bijhop of 
Rochefter of Sir '!homas More King 
excommunicated Death of f?<..ueen Catherine 
-Suppref/ion of the leffer monafleries--
.A parliament--A convocation--'l'ranjlation 
{)f the Bible--Difgrace of queen .Anne-Her 
trial--and execution--A parliament--A 
convocation-Difcontents among the people
Infurreftion-Birth of prince Edward and death 
of queen Jane--Supprejjivn of the greater mo
nafterjes-Cardinal Pole~ Page 125 

C H A P. XXXII. 

Dijputation with Lambert--./1 pariiament--
Law of tht fix articles--Proclamations made 
equal to laws--Settliment of t~e fucceflion
King's projel1s of marriage-He marries .Annt 
of Cleves--He dijlikes her-A parliament 
-Fall of Cromwel-His execution--
King's divorce from Anne of Cle·ves--His mar
riage with Catherine Howard--State of affairs 
in Scotlmtd--Difcovery of the queen's dij{olute life 
--A parliamint-Ecclejiajiical affairs. I 88 

C I-I 1\ P •. 



C 0 N T E N T S. 

C H A P. XXXIII. 

War with Scotland Victory at Solway---
Death of James the fifth--'I'reaty with Scat
land--New rupture--Rupture with France 
-A parliament-·Affairs of Scotland-
A parliaHzeJtt--Campaign in Prance-A par
liament--Peace with France n zd Scot 7.1.nd-
Perjecutions--Execution of the earl of Surrel 
--Attainder of the duke of l vorfolk--
Death of the king--His charafier--Mifcella· 
neous 'Ihmjafiions. Page 227 

C H A P~ XXXIV. 

E D W A R D VI. 

State of the regency--lnnovations in the regency 
--Hertford protefior--Refor:mation completed 
--Gardiner' s oppojition --Foreign affairs--. 
-Progrefs of the reformation in Scotland--
.Aff(ljjination of cardinal Beaton--Condttft of the 
war with Scotlmtd Battle of Pinkey--
A parliament--Farther progrefs of the reforma
tion--Affairs of Scotland--l""oung queen o.f 
Scots ftHt into Prance--Cabals of lord Seymour 
--Dudley earl of lf7arwick--A parliament 
-. -4-ttainder of Lord Seymour--His execution 
--Ecclejiaftical affairs. 2 81 

CHAP" 



C 0 N T E N T S., 

CHAP. XXXV~ 

Difcontents of the people--Infurreftions....:.-Con:. 
duft of the war with Scotland--with France 
-Faftions in the council-Confpiracy againft 
Somerfet-Somerfet refigns the proteftorjhip
A parliament--Peace ·with France and Scotland 
--Boulogne furrendered-Perftcution of Gar
diner--War'Wic created duke of Northumber• 
land--His ambition-:I'rial of Somerfet
His execution-A parliament-A new parlia· 
1nent--Succejfion changed--'the king's jickneft 
-and death. Page 326 

C H A P. XXXVI. 

M A R Y. 

Lady Jane Gray proclaimed queen--Deferted by 
the people-:fhe queen proclaimed and acknow ... 
ledged--Northumberland executed---Catholic 
religion re.ftored--.d parliament--Delibera• 
tions with regard to the q111Jen' s marriage--
~een's marriage with Philip-Wyat's infur
reftion-Supprejfed-Execution of Lady Jane 
Gray-A parliament~-Phili)/ s arrival in 

England. 3 66 

CHAP. . .. 



C 0 N T E N T S. 

C H A P. XXXVIT. 

Reafons for and again.ft ToleratioJz--Perftcution~ 
--A parliament 'Ihe queen,s extartions 
-'!'he emperor rejigns his crown--Executio11 
of Cranmer--War with Prance--Battle of 
St. fi(uintin-C,zlais taken by the Fre1tch-
.Affairs of Scotland-· -A~arriage of the dauphin 

· and the queen of Scots A parliament---
Death of the ~tteen. Page 40 5 · 

TH~ 



THE 

I-I I S T 0 R Y 
OF 

E N G LA N D. 

H E N R Y VIII. 

C H A P. XXVIII. 

Wolfey' s admini.ftration -Scotch affairs-Pro~ 
grefs of Franci~ I.-- Jealoufy of Henry~ 
:fournay delivered to France--Wolfey appointed 
legate--His manner of exercijing that office
Death of the emperor Maximilian--Charles, king 
of Spain, chofen emperor -Interview betu·een 
1-lenry and Francis near Calais-- 'Ihe emperor 
Charles arrives in England--Mediation of Henry 
-'Irial and condemnation of the duke of Buck
ingham. 

HE numerous enemies, whom Wolfey's fudden c H A P. 

ele_vation, his afpiring charaCl:er, and his haughty XXVUI. 

deportment had raifed him, ferved only to rivet~ 
him fafl:er in Henry's confidence; who valued himfelf on wd ol_feyft's 
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Y oL, IV~ ~ incalJ~le 



2 HIS T 0 R Y 0 F ENGLAND. 
il. 

C H A P. inca1Jable of yielding either to the murmurs of the peopH~ 
XXV HI. 

"'--v--J or to the difcontents of the great. That artful prelate 
l.)I 5• likcwife, well acquainted with the king's imperious 

temper, concealed from him the abfolute afcendant, 
which Ire had :tcquired; and while he fecretly directed. 
all public councils, he ever pretended a blind fubmiffion 

to the will and authority of his mdl:cr. By entering 
into the king's pleafures, he prcfcrved his affection ; 
by conducting his bufinefs, he gra!.ified his indolence; 
a.nd by his·.unlimited complaifance i1i both c:1pacities, he 
preve11ted all that jcaloufy, to \vhich his exorbitant ac

quifitions, and his fplcndid oftcntatious train of life fhouhl 

naturally have given birth. The archb::!hopric of York 

falling vacant hy the death of B;nnbridge, Wolfey was 

promoted to that fee, and refigned the bifhopric of Lin
coln. Befides enjoying the adminifrration of Tournay, 

he got poffeffion, on eafy leafes, of the revenues of Bath, 

W m~cefier, and Hereford, bifhuprics filled by Italians, 
who were 21lowed to refide abroad, and who were glad . 

to compound for this indulgence, by yielding a confi
derable :!hare of their incoa1c. He held in commendam 

the abbey of St. Albans, and many' other church pre

ferments. He was even allowed to unite with the fee 
of York, firft that of Durham, next that of vVinchefl:er; 
and there feemed to be no end of his acquifitions. His 
farther advancement in eccldi.africal dignity ferved him as 
a pretence for engroffing frill more revenues : The pope, 
obferving liis great influence over the king, was defirous 

of engaging him in his intcrefrs, and created him a car
dinal. No churchman, under colour of exacting regard. 
to religion, ever carried to a more exorbitant height the 

frate and dignity of that character. His train confified 

of eight hundred fervr..nts, of whom many were knight~ 
and gentlemen : Some even of the nobility put their 

4 childrea 



H E N R Y. VIII. 3 

children into his family as a place of education; and in C H A P. 
. . . XXVIII. 

order to gam them favour wtth thetr patron, allowed ....____--J 
them to bear offices as his fervants. Whoever was di- 1 5'5• 

:fiinguifhed by any art or fcience paid court to the car-
didal ; and none paid court in vain. Literature, which 
was then in its infc:ncy, fourtd in him a generous patron; 
and both by his public infritutlons and private bounty, 
he gave encouragement to every branch c.f erudition a. 

Not content with this munificence, which gained him 
the a11probation of the wife, he frrove to dazzle the eyes 
of the populace, by the fplendor of his equipage and 
furniture, the coflly embroidery of his liveries, the 
lufire of his apparel. He was the firfi clergyman in 

Enghnd that wore lilk and gold, not only on his habit, 
but alfo on his faddles and the trappings of his horfes b. 

He caufed his cardinal's hat to be borne aloft by a perfon 
of rank; and when he came to the' king's chapel, would 
permit it to be laid on no place but the altar. A 
priefi, the talleft and mofr comely he could find, carried 
before him a pillar of filver, on whofe top was placed a 
crofs: But not fatisfied with this parade, to which he 
thought himfelf entitled as cardinal, he provided another 
priefi of equal fl:ature and beauty, who marched along, 
bearing the crofs of York, even in the dioccfe of Can-
terbury ; contrary to the ancient rule and the agreement 
between the prelates of thefe rival fees c. The people 
made merry with the cardinal's o:fientation; and faid 
they were now fenfib]e, that one crucifix alone was 
not fufficient for the expiation of his fins and offences. 

W ARHAM, chancellor and archbilhop of Canterbury, 
a man of a moderate temper, averfe to all difputes, chofe 
rather to retire from public employment, than maintain 

a Erafm. Epill.lib, 2.. epift, I. lih. 16. epill. 3· 

gil, lib. 27, Stowc, P• 5QI, Holmgfh~d, P• 847• 
Virgil, lib, 7.7• 

2 

it Polydore Vir· 
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c H A P. an unequal contefr with the haughty cardinal. He re-- ·. 
XXVIII. r. 1 ~ figned his office of chancellor ; and the great 1ea was-

JSIS· immediately delivered to Wolfey. If this new· accu
mulation of dignity encreafed his enemies, it alfo ferved
to exalt his perfonal character, and prove the extent of 
his capacity. A fhiB: adminiftration of jufrice took place 
during his enjoyment of this high office; an,d no chan
cellor ever difcovered greater impartiality in his deci
fions, deeper penetration of judgment,. or more enlarged 
knowledge of law and equity d. 

THE duke of Norfolk, finding the king's money al
mofl: entirely exhaufted by projects and pleafures, while 
his inclination for expence ftill continued, was glad to 
refign his office of trcafurer, and retire from court. His 
rival, Fox, bifuop of Winchefter, reaped no advantage 
from his abfence; but partly overcome by years and in
£rmities, partly difgufted at the afcendant acquired by 
W olfey, withdrew himfelf wholly to the care of his 
diocefe. The duke of Suffolk had alfo taken offence, 
that, the king, by the cardinal's perfuafion, had refufed 
to pay a debt, which he had contracted during his refi
dence in France; and he thenceforth affected to live in 
privacy. Thefe incidents left Wolfey to enjoy without 
a rival the whole power and favour of the kino-· and o' 
they put into his hands every kind of authority. In 
vain, did Fox, before his retirement, warn the king 
" not to fuffer the ferrant to be greater than his mafl:er :'~ 
Henry replied, " that he well knew how to retain all 
" his fubjeB:s in obedience;" but he continued frill an 
unlin:ited deference in every thing to the directions and 
counfels of the cardinal. 

THE public tranq~illity was fo well eftabliilied in 
England, the obedience of the people fo entire,. the ge-

• Sir Thomas Mor~. Stowe1 p. 504, 

! neral 
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·nera1 adminifiration of j'ufrice, by the cardinal's means e, C H A P. 
XXVIII. 

fo exaCt, that no domefl:ic occurrence happ(:ned confi- '--',---.J 

dcrable enough to d111urb the repofe of the king and his 15 1 5• 

minifrer : They might even have difpcnfcd with giving 
a.ny frriB: attention to foreign affairs, were it poffible fer 
men to enjoy any :fituation in abfolute tranquillity, or 
.abfl:ain from projeCts and enterprizes, however fruitlefS 
and unneceffary. 

THE will of the late kino- of Scotland, who left his Scotch af• 

'd f h k' d 
0 

d h f h fair-s. Wl ow regent o t e mg om, an t e vote o t e con-
vention of ftates, which confirmed that defiination, had 
exprefsly limited her authority to the condition of her 
1·emaining unmarried f : But notwithfranding this limi
tation, a few months after her hufband's death, fhe 
efpoufed the earl of Angus, of the name of Douglas, a 
yo~ng nobleman of great family and promifing hopes. 
Some of the nobility now propofed the electing of 
Angus to the regency, and recommended this choice as 
the mofl: likely means of preferving peace with Eng- , 
land : But the jealoufy of the great families, and the 

fear of exalting the Douglaffes, begat oppofition to this 
meafure. Lord Hume in particular, the mofl: powerful 
chieftain in the kingdom, infifl:ed on recalling the duke 
of Albany, fon to a brother of James Ill. who had been 
banifhcd into France, and who, having there married, 
had left pofterity, that were the next heirs to the crown, 

:;.nd the nearefl: rdations to their young fovereign. Al
bany, though firfi prince .of the blood, had never been in 
Scotland, vns totally unacquainted with the manners of 
the people, ignor2.nt of their fituation, unpratl:ifed in 
their language; yet fuch was the favour attending the 
.French alliance, and fo great the authority of Hume, 
that this pri~ce was invited to accept the reins of go-

e Erafm. lib. ~. epift. z. Cavendifh1 Hall, 
Dr.ummond. Herbcrt. 

B 3 

f :Buchanan, lib. !4• 

vernment. 
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c H A P. vernment. Fr:mcis, careful not to give offence to the 
x.x:v _li. king- of England, detained AI any fome time in France; 

Jsrs. hu · at bfr, fcnfible how important it was to keep Scot
land in his intcrefi:s., he p~rmitted him to go over, and 
take poffcffion of the regency : He even renewed the an

cient league with that kingdom, though it implied fuch 
a cl fe conncxion, as might be thought fomewhat to in ... 
trench on his alliance with England. 

"\VHr:N the regent arrived in Scotland, he made en
quiries concerning the fi:ate of the country, and charac
ter of the people; and he difcovercd a fcene, with which 
he w~~ hitherto but lit le acquainted. That turbulent 
kingdom, he found, was rather to be confidered as a 
confederacy, and that not a clofe one, of petty princes, 
than a regular fyH:cm of civil polity; and even the king, 
much more a regent, poffefi(.d an authority very uncer
tain, and recarious. Ar 1 ;, more than law", prevailed; 
and courage, preferably to equity or jufi:ice, was the 
virtue moll: valued and refpeeted. The nobility, in 
whom the whole power reftded, were fo connetl:ed by 
hereditary alliances, or fo divided by inveterate enmities, 
that it was impoffible, without employing an armed 
force, either to puniih the moll: flagrant guilt, or give 
fecurity to the mofl: entire innocence. Rapin"' and vio
lence, when exercifed on a hofiile tribe, infl:e-.~ of mak ... 
ing a pcrfon odious among his own clan, rather recom
mended him to their efieem and approbation ; and by 
rendering him ufeful to the chieftain, entitled him to a 
preference above his fellows. And though the neceffity 
of mutual fupport fe1 vcd as a clofc. cement of ~mity 
among thofe of the fame kindred, the fpirit of revenge 
againfi enemies, and the defire o.· profetuting the de~ Jy 
feuds~ ( fo they were called) cill appeared to be paf_, 

fiom the mofi: predominant among that uncultivated 
ptople. 
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THE per[ons, to whom Albany, on his arrival, fidl: C H A P• 
. d fr XXVIII. 

applied for information With regar to the ate of the .....-.-...J 

country, happened to be inveterate enemies of Hume g; ISTS· 

and they reprefented tliat powerful nobleman as the chief 
fource of public diforders, and the great obfracl to the 
execution of the laws, and the adminifrration of juflice .. 
Before the authority of the magifhate could be cfrablif'n-

cd, it was neceffary, they faid, to make an example of 

this great offender; and by the terror of his pun'iliment, 

teach all leffer criminals to pay refpeB: to the power of 

their fovereign. Albany, moved by thefe reaf~ms, was 

induced to forget Hume's pafl: fervices, to which he had, 
in a great meafure, been indebted for the regency; <:.11d 

. he no longer bore to rards him that favourable counte..
nance, with which he was wont to receive him. Hume 
perceived the alteration, and was incited, both by regard to 

his own fafety and from motives 9f revenge, to take mca

fures in oppofition to the regent. He applied himfelf to 

l)ngus and the queen dowager, and reprefented to them the 
danger, to which the infant prince was expofcd, from 
the ambition of Albany, the next heir to the crown, to 
w11om the fl:atcs had imprudently entruH:cd the whole 
authority of government. By his. perfuafion, rvlargaret 
formed the defign of carrying off. the young king, and 
putting him under the protection of her brother; and 

wnen that confpiracy was detcB:ed? fhe herfelf, a:tended 

by Hume and Angus, withdrew into England, where 

:fhe was foon after delivered of a daughter. 
HENRY, in order to check the authority of Albany 

and the French party, gave encouragement to thefe mal
contents, and affured them of his fupport. I\1:atters be
ing afterwards i~ appearance accommodated between 
Hume and the regent, that nobleman· returned into his . 

pwn country; but mutual fufpicions and jealoufi~s frill 

g Bucha!lan, lib. 14. Drummond. 

B + prevaile~l. 
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C H A P. prevailed He was committed to cu:fiody, under the care 
xxvur. · 1 . b h . 

1 
d r '---v---1 of the earl of Arran, 11s rot er-m- aw; an was, 10r 

JSIS· fome time, detained prifoner in his cafile. But having 
perfuaded Arran to enter into the confpiracy with h:m, 
he was allowed to make his efcape ; and he openly made 
war upon the regent. .J!l. new '"'accommodation enfued, 
not more fincere than the foregoing ; and Hume was fo 
imprudent as to entruft himfelf, together with his bro
ther, into the hands of the regent. They were imme
diat:::ly feized, committed to cuftody, brought to trial, 
condemned, and executed. No legal crime was proved 
againfr thefe brothers : It was only alleged, that, at 
the battle of Flouden, they had not done their duty in 
fupporting the Ring; and as this backwardnefs could 
not, from the courfe of their pafr life, be afcribed to 
CO\-Vardicc, it was commonly imputed to a more criminal 
motive. The evidence, however, of guilt, produced 
again£1 them, was far· from b~ing valid or convincing; 
and the people, who hated them while alive, were much 
dilfatisfied with their execution. 

SucH vlolent remedies often produce, for fome time, 
a · dec~~tful tranquillity ; but as they defrroy mutual con
fidence, and beget the mofl: inveterate anim.ofities, their 
confequences are commonly fatal, botn to the public, and 
to thofe who have recourfe to them. The regent, how
ever, took advantage of the prefent calm which pre
vailed; and being invited over by the French king, who 
was, at that time, willing to gratify Henry, he went 
into France; and was engaged to remain there for fome 
years. During the abfence of the regent, fuch confu
fions prevailed in Scotland, and fuch mutual enmity, 
rapin~, and violence among the great families, that that 
kingdom was, for a long time,. utterly difabled both 
f10m offending its enemies, and affifring its friends. We 
havt cmried on the Scotch hifiory fame years beyond the 

prefent 
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prefent period; that, as that country had little con- c H A P• 
r. 11. c E . XXVIII. 

ncxion witli the general tynem 01 'urope, we might~ 
be the lefs interrupted in the narration of thofe memo- 151S· 

rable events, which were tranfa.Cl:cd in the other king-

doms. 
IT was forefeen, tliat a young, aB:ive prince, like 

Francis, and of fo martial a difpofition, would foon cm
ploy the great preparations, which his predecefior, be
fore his death, had made for the conquefl: of Milan. 
He had been obferved even to weep at the recital of the 
military exploits of Gafion de Foix; and thcfc tears of 
emulation were lield to be fure prefages of his future 

valour. He renewed the treaty which Lewis had 
made with Henry; and having left every thing fc
cure behind him, he marched his armies towards the 
fouth of France ; pretending, th~t his folc purpofe was 
to defend his kingdom againfl: the incurfions of the Swifs. 
That formidable people frill retained their animofity · 
againfi France; and having taken Maximilian, duke of 
l\tlilan, under their proteB:ion, and in reality reduced him 
to abfolute dependance, they were determined, from 

views both of honour and of intere.ft, to defend him 
againfl: this invader 11 • They fortified themfelves in all 
thofe vallies of the Alps, through which, they thought, 
the French muff neceil:'lrily pafs ; and when Francis, Progrefs of 

with great fecrecy, indufl:ry, and perfeverance, made his Francis I. 

entrance into Piedmont by another pa!fage, they were 

not difmayed, but dcfcended into the plain, though un
provided with cavalry, and oppofed themfelves to the 

progrefs of the French arms. At Marignan near Milan, 13th Sept. 

they fought with Francis one of the mofl: furious and 
befl: contefl:ed battles, that is to be met with in the 

hifl:ory of thefe later ages; and it required all the heroic 
valour of that prince to infpire his troops with courage 

ll Memoim llLJ Bellai, lib. x. Guicciardini, lib, u. 

fufficient 
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C H A P. fufficient to refifl: the defperate affau]t of thofe mountain
XXVIII. 

\..---..,___; iers. After a bloody action in the evening, night and 
1 515· darknefs parted the combatants; but next morning, the 

Swifs renewed the attack with unabated ardour; and it 
vvas not till they had loft all their bravefl: troops that they 
could be prevailed on to retire. The field was ftrowed 
with twenty thoufand flain on both fides ; and the 
marefchal Trivulzio, who had been prefent at eighteen 
pitched battles, declared, that every engagement, which 
he had yet feen, was only the play of children, but that 
the action of Marignan was a combat of heroes i, Af
ter this great victory, the conquefl: of the Milaneze was 
eafy and open to Francis. 

THE fuccefs and glorv of the French monarch, began Jealou fy of J 

iienry. • to excite jealoufy in Henry ; and his rapid progrefs, 
though in fo difl:ant a country, was not regarded without 
apprehenfion3 by the Engliili minifrry. Italy was, dur
ing that age, the feat of religion, of literature, and of 
commerce; and as it poffeffed alone that Iufi:re, which 
has fince been iliared among other nations, it attracted the 
attention of all Europe, and every acquifition, which 
was made there, appeared more important than its 
weight in the balance of power was, fuictly (peaking, 
entitled to. Henry alfo thought, that he had reafon 
to complain of Francis for fending the duke of AI":'! 
bany into Scotland, and undermining the power ;nd 
credi of his fifl:er, the queen dowager k, The repairing 
of the fortifications of Teroiienne was likewife reo-arded 

0 
as a breach of treaty. But above all, what tended to 
alienate the court of England, was the difgufl: which 
'\.Volfey had entertained againfr the French monarch. 

HENRY, on the conquefl: of Tournay, had refufed to 
admit Lewis Gaillart, the biiliop elect, to the poife:ffion 
of the temporalities, becaufe that prelate declined takino

o 

i Hifioire de la Ligue de Cam bray; k Pere Daniel, vol. iii. p. 3 r. 

tbe 
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the o:1th of allegiance to his new fovereign; and vVolfey C H A P. 
. l d d .. 11 XXVIII. 

was appomted, as above re ate , a mmm:rator of the bi- ....__.....---..~ 

£hopric. As the cardinal wiihed to-obtain the free and un- I)T5· 

clifiurbed enjoyment of this dignity, he applied to Francis, 
and defired him to befl:ow on Gaillart fome fee of equal 
value in France, and to obtain his refignation of Tour-

nay. Francis, who frill hoped to recover poffeffion of 
that city, and who feared, that the full efiablifhment of 
W olfey in the biiliopric would prove an obfiacle to his 
purpofe, had hitherto neglected to gratify the haughty 
prelate; and the bi.fhop of Tournay, by applying to the 
court of Rome, had obtained a bull for his fcttlement in 

that fee. vVolfey, who expected to be indulged in 
every requefi, and who exacted refpeB: from the greatefr 
princes, refented the flight put upon him by Francis; 
and he pufhed his mafter to fcek an occafion of quarrel 
with that monarch m. 

MAXIMILIAN, the emperor, was ready to embrace 
every overture for a new enterprize; efpecially if attended 
with an offer of money, of which he was very greedy, 

very prodigal, and very indigent. Richard Pace, for
merly fecretary to cardinal Bambridge, and now fecretary 
of ftate, was difpatched to the court of Vienna, and had 
a commiffion to propofe fome confiderable payments to 
Maximilian n : He thence made a journey into Switzer
land ; and by like motives engaged fome of the cantons 

to furnilh troops to the emperor. That prince invaded 
Italy with a confiderable army; but being repulfed from 

before Milan, he retreated with his army into Germany, 
made peace with F ance and Venice, ceded Verona to 
that republic for a fum of money, and thus excluded him
felf, in fome meafure, nom all future acccfs into Italy. 
And Henry found, t. at, after expending five or fix hun
dred thoui~md ducats, in order to gratify }:lis own and th~ 

m Polydore Virgil, lib. '1.7• n Petrus de An,ft:ria, epi!l:. 568. 

cardinal's 
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C H A P. cardinal's humour he had only weakened his alliance with XXVIII. ' · 
."-"'l"ww Francis, without diminifhing the power of that pnnce. 

J5'5· THERE were many reafons, which engaged the king 
not to proceed farther at prefent in his enmity againfr 
France: He could hope for affifrance from no power in 
Europe. Ferdinand, his father-in-Jaw, who had often 
deceived him, was now declining fait through age and 
infirmities ; and a fpcedy period was looked for to the 
long and profperous reign of that great monarch. Charles, 
prince of Spain, fovereign of the Low, Countries, defired 
nothing but peace with Francis, who had it fo much in 
his power, if provoked, to obfrruCl: his peaceable accef
fion to that rich inheritance, which was awaiting him. 
The pope was overawed by the power of France, and 
Venice was engaged in a clofe alliance with that monar
chy o. Henry therefore was confl:rained to remain in 
tranquillity during feme time; and feemed to give himfelf 
no concern with regard to the affairs of the continent. 
In vain did l\1aximilian endeavour to allure him into 
fome expence, by offering to make a refignation of the 
imperial crown in his favour. That artifice was too 
grofs to fucceed even with a prince fo little politic as 
Henry; and Pace, his envoy, who was perfectly well 
acquainted with the emperor's motives and charaCter, 
gave him warning that the foie view of that prince, in 
making him fo liberal an offer, was to draw money from 
him. 

1516, \VHILE an univerfal peace prevailed in Europe, that 
event happened, which h'ad fo long been looked for, and 
from which fuch important confequences were expected, 
the death of Ferdinand the Catholic, and the fucceffion 
of his grandfon, Charles, to his extenfive dominions. 
The more Charles advanced in power and authority, 

• Guicciardinl1 lib, u. 

the 



H E N R Y VIII. 

the more was Francis fenfible of the neceffity he himfeifC H A P.. 

l d f . . h rd d f . dil... f XXVIII. ay un er o gammg t e conn ence an nen 1u1p o ~ 
Henry; and he took at laft the only method by which he 1516, 

could obtain fuccefs, the paying of court, by prefents. 
and flattery, to the haughty cardinal. 

BoNNIVET, admiral of France, was difpatched to Lon- 151S.; 

' don, and he was direB:ed to employ all his infinuation 
and addrefs, qualities in which he excelled, to procure 
himfelf a place in Wolfey's good graces. After the am
baffador had fucceeded in his purpofe, he took. an oppor
tunity of expreffing his mafter's regret, that, by mifiakes 
and mifapprehenfions, he had been fo unfortunate as to 

lofe a fricndlhip, which he fo much valued as that of his 
emmence. W olfey was not deaf to thefe honourable ad
vances from fo great a monarch ; and he was thenceforth 
obferved to exprefs himfelf, on all occafions, in favour of ' 
the French alliance. The more to engage him in his in
terefis, Francis entered into fuch confidence with him~ 
that he a!ked his advice even in his mofi: fecret afFairs ; 
and in all difficult emergencies had recourfe to him as to 
an oracle of wifdom and profound policy. The cardinal 

. made no fecret to the king of this private correfpondence; 
and Henry was fo prepoffeffed in favour of the gre·at ca
pacity of his miniftcr, that, he faid, he verily believed 
he would govern Francis as well as himfelf P. 

WHEN matters feemed fufficiently prepared, Bonnivet 
opened to the cardinal his mafier's defire of recovering 
Tournay; and Wolfey immediately, without hefitation, 

engaged to effctluatc his purpofe. He took an opportu
nity of reprefenting to the king and counc;l, that Tour-

' nay lay fo remote from Calais, that it would be very 
difficult, if not impofiiblc, in cafe of war, to keep the 
communication open between thefe two p!accs : Tl at as 

it 
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C H A P, it was fituated on the frontiers both of France and the 
XXV !H. 
V'f".~ Netherlands, it was expofed to attacks from both thefe 

1518
• countries, and muft neceffarily, either by force or fa

mine, fall into the hands of the firft affailant: That even 
in time of peace, it could not be preferved without a 
large garrifon, to reftrain the numerous and mutinous 
inhabitants, ever difcontented with the Engliili govern
ment: And that the poffeffion of Tournay, as it was 
thus precarious and expenflve, fo was it entirely ufelefs, 
and afforded little or no means of annoying, on occafion, 
the dominions either of Charles or of Francis. 

Tournay 
ceded ~.o 
France, 

THESE reafons were of themfelves convincing, and 
were fure of meeting with no oppofition, when they 
came from the mouth of the cardinal. A treaty there
fore was entered into for the ceding of Tournay; and in 
order to give to that meaf:tre a more graceful appearance, 
it was agreed, that the dauphin and the princefs Mary, 
both of them infants, fuould be betrothed, and that this 
city fuould be confidered as the dowry of the princefs. 
Such kinds of agreement were then common among fo
vereigns, though it was very rare, that the interefts and 
views of the parties continued fo fteady as to render the 
intended marriages effeCtual. But as Henry had been at 
confiderabl"' ex pence in building a citadel at Tour nay, 
Francis agreed to pay him 6oo,ooo crowns at twelve 
year I y pa ;ments, and to put into his h:mds eight hofiages, 
all of them me:n of quality, for the performance of the 
article q. And left the cardinal fhould think himfelf ne
glected in thefe ftipulations, F ra~cis promifed him a yearly 
penfion of twelve thoufand livres, as an equivalent for his 
adminifiration of the bifl1opric of Tournay. 

THE French monarch having fucceeded fo well in this 
negociation, began to enlarge his views, and to hope for 
more confiderable adv.,.ntages, by pratl:ifing on the vanity 

, . .. 'l Memoircs du Bellay, liv, z. 

and 
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imd felf-conceit of this favourite. He redoubled his Ratte- c H A P. 
XXVIII. 

1·ies to the cardinal, confulted him more frequently in every ~ 

doubt or difficulty, called him in each letter, father, tu- 1518, 

tor, governor, and profeffed the mofi: unbounded deference 
to his advice and opinion. All thofe careffes were pre

paratives to a negociation for the delivery of Calais, in 
confideration of a fum of money to be paid for it; and if 
we may credit Polydore Virgil, who bears a particular 

ill-will to Wolfey, on account ofhis being difpoffdfcd of 

his employment and thrown into prifon by that minifi:er, 
fo extraordinary a propofal met with a favourable recep-
tion from the cardinal. He ventured not, however, to 
lay the matter before the council : He was content to 

found privately the opinion of the other minifrcrs, by 
dropping hints in converft.tion, as if he thought Calais a 
ufelefs burthen to the kingdom r : But when he found, 
th::tt all men were frrongly riveted in a contrary perfuafion, 

he thought it dangerous to proceed any farther in his pur-
pofe; and falling, foon after, into new connexions v.'ith 
the king of Spain, the great friendfhip between Francis 
and him began gradually to decline. 

THE pride of W olfey was now farther encreafed by 

a great acceffion of power and dignity. Cardinal Wol!"ey ap 

·Campeggio had been fent as legate into En<rland, pointe:lle-
• 

0 gate. 
in order to procure a t1the from the clergy, for en-
abling the pope to oppofc the progrefs of the Turks; 
a danger which was become real, and was formidable to 

all Chrifi:endom, but which had Leen fo often employed 

to ferve the interefi:ed purpofes of the court of Rome, that 
it had loft all influence on the minds of men. The clergy 
refufed to comply with Leo's demands: Campcggio \vas 

recalled; and the king defired of the pope, that \Volfey, 
who had been joined in this commiffion, might alone be 
invefied with the legantine power; together with the 
right of vifiting all the clergy and mon1Hcrics, and even 

·r Polydgre Vir~il, lib, 7-7• 
with 
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c H A r. with fufpending all the laws of the church during a. 
XXVIII. · · d h. d. ~ twclvcmonth. Wolfey, -having obtame t IS new Ig-

1518. nity, made a t1cW· difplay of that fiate and parade, to 
which he was fo much addicted., .. On folemn feafi-days, 
he was not conteht without faying mafs after the manner 
of the pope himfelf: Net cnly he had bifhops and abbots 
to fcrve him; he even engaged the firfi nobility to give 
him water and the towel. He affeB:ed a rank fuperior to 
what had ever been claimed by any churchman in Eng
land. Warham, the primate, having writ him a letter, 
in which he fubfcribed himfelf, your loving brother, Wol
fey complained of his prefumption, in thus challenging 
an equality with him. When Warham was told what 
offence he had given, he made light of the matter. 
" Know ye not," faid he, " that this man is drunk with 
" too much pwfperity." 

Hia manner BuT W olfcy carried the matter much farther than vain 
ot exercifing d n. · H n. d ffi } · h h that office. pomp an on:entat10n. e ereL"-te an o ce, w 11c e 

called the legantine court; and as he was now, by means 
of the pope's commiffion and the king's favour, invefied 
with all power, both ecclefiafiical and civil, no man 
knew what bounds were to be fet to the authority of his 
new tribunal. He conferred on it a kind of inquifitorial 
and cenforial powers even over the laity, and directed it 
to enquire into all matters of confcience; into all con
duct which had given fcandal; into all actions, which, 
though they efcaped_ the law, might appear contrary to 
good morals. Offence was taken at this commiffion, 
which was really unbounded; and the people were the 
more difgufied, when they faw a man, who indulged 
himfelf in pomp and pkafure, fo fevere in repreffing the 
leafi appearance of licentioufnefs in others. But to render 
his court more obnoxious, \V olfey made one John A!len 
judge in it, a perfon of fcandalous life s, whom he him· 

~ Strype's Memori'\l', vol, i, P• us. 
felf, 
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felf, as chancellor, had condemned for--perjury: And as c M A P. 

h
. . t.. XXVlli, 

t ts man either extorted fines from every one whom •ne '---.-""' 

was pleafed to find guilt:1, or took bribes to drop profccu- 151$. 

tions, men concluded, and with fome appearance of rea-
fon, that he fhared with the cardinal thofe wages cf 
iniquity. The clergy, and in particular the monks, were 

txpofed to this tyranny ; and as the libertinifm of their 
lives often gave a jufr handle agai.oit them; they were 
obliged to purchafe an indemnity, by paying large fums of · 

money to the legate or his judge. 1 Tot content with this 

~uthority, Wolfey pretended, by virtue of his commif-

fion, to affume the jurifdicrion of all the biihops' courts; 
particularly that of judging of Wills and Teftaments i 
and his decifions in thofe important points wer~ deemed 

not a little arbitrary. As if he himfelf were pope, and 
as if the pope could difpofe cbfolutely of every ecclefia .. 

ftical preferment, he prdented to whatever priories or be-

nefices he pleafed, without regard to the right of elec-

tion in the monks, or of patronage in the nobility and 

gentry r. 

No one durit carry to the king any complaint again:fl: 
thefe ufurpations of \Nolfey, till Warham ventured to 
inform him of the difcontet1tS of his people. Henry pro

fc.ffed his ignorance of the whole matter. " A man," 
faid he, " is not fo blind any where as ·n his own houfc : 

n But do you, father," added he to the primate, " go 
" to vV olfey, and tell him, if any thing be am; fs, that 

" he amend it/' A reproof of this kind was not likely 

to be effeCtual : It only ferved to augment 'Volfey's en
mity to \.Varham ~ But one L9ndon having profecutc~ 
Allen, the legate's judge, in a court of bw, and having 

t Polydore Virg·l, lib. 2.7. This whole narrative ha! been copit>d hy all 

the hillorians from the author here cited: There arc many circum{ta.ru:es, 

however, very fufpiciou5, both becaufe of the obvious partiality of the ·l!!"o .. 

rian, and hecaufe the parliament, when they afterwards ex?minuJ \V1>lft>-y's 

condnet, could find no proof of any {naterial otler.~c he ~ad ever committed. 

VoL. IV. C c nv_ib. cl 
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c H A P. co:nviCled him of malverfation and iniquity, the clamo~! 
XXVIII. . d h rr. d r. h d'f. '--"v---1 at !aft reached the kmg's ears; an e cxpreue 1uc 1 -

1518• plcafure to the cardinal as made him ever after more cau

tious in exerting his authority. 

WHILE Henry, indulging himfelf i·n pleafure <\nd 
amufement, entn.rfted the government of his kingdom to 

this imperious minifter, an incident happened abroad, 

D
yz•hh}'"·

1 
'vhich excited his attention. l\1aximilian the emperor 

ea• oft !e 
emoer"r died; a man, who, of himfelf, was indeed of little con-
M«ximilian · r. b h' d h 1 f h fi ft il: · · 1equence; ut as IS eat e t vacant t e r atwn 

Charles, 
kiP~t of 
Spain, 
ch,J(cn em
p:rcr. 

among chrifiian princes, it put the paffions of men in agi

tation, and proved a kind of ::era in the general fyfiem of 

Europe. The ki:1gi of France and Spain immediately 

rlcclared themfclves candidates for the imperial crown ;. 

and employed every expedient of money or intrigue, which 

promifed them fuccefs in fo great a point of ambition. 

Henry alfo was encouraged to advance his preten:lions; but 
his minifl:er, Pace, who was difPatched to the electors, 
found that he began to folicit too late, and that the votes of 

all thefe princes were already pre-engaged either on one 

fide or the other. 

FRAKCIS and ChQrles made profeffion from the beo-in-o 

ning of carrying on this rivaHhip with emulation, but 

without enmity; and Francis in particular declared, that 

his brother Charles and he Were, fairly and openly, fu.i

tors to the fame mifirefs : The more fortunate added he 
' J 

will carry her; and the other mufi: refi contented u. But 

all men apprehended, that this extreme moderation, how

oyer re::tfonable, would not be of long duration; and that 

incidents v,rculd cert;1inly occur to iliarpen the minds of 

the candiaatcs againfi each other. It was Charles\\ ho at 
1- prc-.rafled, to the great difgufi of the French monarch, 

N"ho ill continued to the laft in the beliet~ th<lt the ma-

• 11 dcari<l, lib. I 6. Guicciardin, lib, y 3• 

jorit · 
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jority of the electoral college was engaged in his favour. c H A P. 

A d h 
r r · · 1 . . 1 XXVIII. 

n as e was 1ome years 1Upenor In age to us nva , and, '---v--1 

after his viCtory at Marigt an, and conqueft· of the Mila- 1519• 

nefe, much fuperior in renown, he could not fupprefs 

his indignation, at being thus, in the face of the world, 

after long and anxious expeCtation, difappointed in fo 
important a pretenfion. From this competition, as much 
as from oppofition of interefts, arofe that emulation be-
tween thofe two great monarchs; which, while it kept 
their whole age in movement, fets them in fo remarkable 

a contraft to each other : Both of th~m princes endowed 
with talents and abilities ; brave, afpiring, aB:ive, induf-
trious; beloved by their fcrvants and fubjeCls, dreaded 
by their enemies, and rcfpcCled by all the world: Fran-

cis, open, frank, liberal, munificent, carrying thefe vir-
tues to an excefs which prejudiced his aflairs : Charles, 
political, clofe, artful, frugal; better qualified to obtain 
fuccefs in wars and in negociations, efpecially the latter. 

The one, the more ami::!ble man; the other, the greater 

monarch. The king, from his over:!ights and indifcre .. 
tions, naturally expofed to misfortunes; but qualified, by 
his fpirit and magnanimity, to extricate himfelf from 
them with honour: The emperor, by his de:!igning, in-
tereftcd charaCter, fitted, in his greatefr fucceffes, to ex-

cite jealoufy and oppo:!ition even among his allies, and to 

rouze up a multitude of enemies, in the place of one 

whom he had fubdued. And as the perfonal qualities of 

thefe princes th ts counterpoifcd each other, fo did the 

o.dvantages and difadv:mtages of their dominions. For-
tune alone, without the concurrence of prudence or va-
lour, never reared up of a fudden fo great a power as that 

which centered in the emp:::ror Charles. He reaped the 
fucccffion of CaHilc, of >.rragon, of Aufrria, of the Ne-
ther lands: He inh~rited the conquefr of Naples, of Gra-
nada: EleCtion entitled him to the empire: Even the 

C 2 bounds 
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C H A P • bounds or" the globe feemed to be enlarged a little before 
XXVIII. . '-"'~ h1s time, that he might poffefs the whole treafure, as yet 

15 19• entire and unrifled, of the new world . . But though the 
concurrence of all thefe advantages formed an empire, 
greater and more extenfive than apy ·known in Europe 
fince that of the Romans, the kingdom ·of France alone, 
being clofe, compael, united, rich, populous, and being 

interpofed between all the provinces of the emperor's do
minions, \vas able to make' a vigorous oppofition to his 

progrefs, and maintain the contefr againfr him. 
HENRY poffdfed the felieity of being able, both by 

the native force of his kingdom and its fituation, to hold 
the balance between thofe two powers; and had he known 
to improve, by policy and prudence, this fingular and 
incfi:imable advantage, he was really, by means of it, a 
greater prince than either of thofc mighty monarchs., who 
icemcd to fi:ri\·e for the dominion of Europe. But this 
king was in his character heedlefs, inconfiderate, capri

CGious, impolitic ; guided by his paffions or his favourite ; 

vain, imp~rious, h<mghty; fometimcs actuated by friend

fhip for foreign powers, oftener by refentment, fcldom 
by his true interefr. ~ And thus, though he exulted in that 
fu

1
·)erioritv which his· fituafio'n in Europe o-ave him' he 

J s·o. 
Intervi~w 
betwee,l 
Henn and 
Frm;is at 
Calais. 

J 0 ~ 

never employeJ 1i· to his own· e:ffenfial and durable ad.v;n-
tagc, or to t?at· o_f his Eingdom.· -

.. 
FRANCIS wJ.s well acquainted with Henry's char-atl:er, 

and cndca,·ourcd to accommodate his conduct to· it. He 
folicited an bt~rview near Calais; in expectation of be

ing able, by familiar converfation, ~o gain upon his 

friendfni p and confidence. ·vl olfey earnefil y feconded 

this propofal ; and hoped, in the prefcncc of both courts 
' to make parade of his riches, his fplendor, and his in-

!l,tcr.cc eve: both mor.archs w • • A~1cl as Henry himfelf 

w Po~ydore V:rgil, lib, 1.7. 

IcveJ 
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l-oved lhow and magnificence, and had entertained a cu- c H A · P. 
. fi f b . r 11 . .J • h F XXVIII. no tty o emg penona y acquamte~:~ w1t the rench '----t---1 

king, he chearfully adjufted all the preliminaries of this xsso. 

interview. The nobility of both nations vyed with each 
o~her in pomp and ex pence : Many of them involved 
themfelves in large debts, and were not abl~, by the 
penury of their whole lives, to repair the vain fplendour 
of a few days. The duke of Buckingham, who, though 
very rich, was fomewhat addiCted to frugality, finding his 
preparations for this fefrival amount to immenfe fums, 
threw out fome expreffions of difpleafure againfr the car-
dinal, whom he believed the author of that rr:eafl!re x : 

An imprudence which was aot forgot by that minifier. 
WHILE Henry was preparing to depart for Calais, he The empe-

h d h h 
· d D :1 h ror Charles 

ear t at t e emperor was arnve at over; anL c arrives in 

immediately haftened thither with the queen, in order to Ene.land. 
. f . b . h' 1 n.. T . zsth May. 

give a Uita le reception to 1s roya gue1r. hat great 
prince, politic though young, being informed of the in-
tended interview between Francis and Henry, v.ras appre7" 
henfive of the confequences, and was refolved to take the 
opportunity, in his paffage from Spain to the Low Coun-
tries, to make the king frill a higher compliment, by pay-
ing him a vifit in his own dominions. Befides the marks 
of regard and attachment which he gave tq Henry, he 
frrove, by every tefl:imony of friendfhip, by flattery, 
protefiations, promifes, and prefents, to gain· on the va-
nity, the avarice, and the ambition of the cardinal. He 
here in:llilled into this afpiring prelate the hope of attain-
ing the papacy ; and as that was the fole point of eleva-
tion, beyond his prefent greatnefs, it was fure to attraCt 
his willies with the fame ardour, as if fortune had never, 
as yet, favoured him with any of her prefents. In con-
fidence of reaching this dignity by the emperor's affifi-
ance, he fecretly devoted hi'mfelf to that monarch's in-

x Polydore Virg;J, lib, xxvii. Herl:ert, Hollin~lhed, p. 855• 

C 3 tcrefis · 
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C H A P. tere!l:s; and Charles was perhaps the more liberal of his 
XXVIII. . d · 
~ prom1fes, becaufe Leo w~s ~ very young man; an xt wa~ 

1sz.o, not likely, that, for many years, he iliould be called 

upon to fulfil his engagements. Henry eafily obferved 

this courtfhip payeJ to his minifrer; but infiead of t~king 

umbrage at it, he only made it a fubject of vanity; an 
believed, that, as his favour was Wolfey's foie fupport, 
the obeifance of fuch mighty monarchs to his fervant, 
was in reality a more confpicuous homage to his own· 

grandeur. 

3oth ~Y• THE day of Charlc:s's departure, Henry went over 
to Calais with the queen and his who}e cot;Irt; and 
'thence proceeded to Guifnes, a fmall town near the fron

tiers. Francis, at!endc~ in li~e _manner, came to Ardres, 
a few miles dillant; and)he two monarchs met, for the 
firfi: time, in tlle-fields, :rt a place ·fituatcd between thefe 

two towns, but fl:ill wit~hin -th~· 1:nglifh pale: For Fran
cis agreed to ·pay t~is -co~pliment to Henry, in confi

deration of that prince's paffing the fea, that he might be 

prefent at the interview. vVolfey, to whom both kings 

had entrufl:ed the regulation of the ceremonial, contrived 

this circumftancc, in order to do honour to his mafier. 

The nobility both of France and England here difplayed 

their m~gnificencc with fuch emulation and profufe ex

pence, as procured to the place of interview the name of 
tbe field .of tbe clotb of gold.. , . 

T~E two monarchs, after faluting each other in the 
mofi: cordial manner, retired into a tent which had been 

erected on purpcfe, and they he1d a fecret conference to-
gether. Henry here propofcd to make fomc amendments 
on the articles of their former alliance ; and he began to 

read the treaty, I Henry king : Thcfe were the firfl: 
words; and he £topped a moment. He fubjoined only the 

~ords of England, without adding, France, the ufual fi:yle 

of 
• I 
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of the Engliih monarchs Y. F rancis remarked this delicac}·, C H A p. 
· ·· XXVIII. 

and exprdfed by a fmile 1 is approbation of it. '1../"V-.....J 

HE took an opportunity foon after of paying a compli- IS~ 
ment to Henry of a more flattering nature. That gene-
rous prince, full of honour himfelf, and incapable of 

di:lhufl:ing others, was fhocked at all the precautions 
which were obferved, whenever he had an interview with 
the Englifh monarch: Tl~e number of their guards and 

.attendants was carefully com1ted ?? both fides: Every 
ficp was fcrupHloufly mea{ured and adj ufted : And if the 

two kings propof~d to pay a vi~t to t4e queens, they de

~arted from t~eir refpcctive qua;fters a~ the f .me inftant, 

'which was t;nark,ed ,by the firing of ~ culvcrin ; they 
paffed each other in the middle pQint betweep. the places; 

and the moment that Henry entered 4rdres, Francis put 

himfelf into the hands of tpe Engli£h ~t Guifnes. In 

order to break ofr~ this tedious ceremonial, which contained 
fo many dilhonourable implications, Francis, one d2y, 
took with him two gentlemen and a page, and rpde di
rectly into Guifnes,. The guards were furprized at the 

prefence of the monarch, who called aloud. to them, You 

are all my prifoners: Carry me to your majler. Henry was 
equally afl:onifhed at the appearance of Francis; and 
taking him in his arms, " Iv1y brother,n faid he, '; you 
" have here played' me the ~oft agreeable tri~k in the 

" world, and have <howed me t~e full confidence I may 
" place in you : I furrendcr myfclf your prifoner from 
~' this moment." He took fr~m his neck a collar of pearls, 

worth 15000 angels 7 ; and p4tting it about Francis's, 

begged him to wear it for the fake of his prifoncr. Fran-
cis agreed, but on condition that Henry :lhould wear a 
. rt~celet, of whi<:h he made him a prefent, and which was 

1 M~moires de Fleuranges, 

z An angel wa~ thr.n dlimated at fcven fhilliJI~·, or near twdve of our 

refent money, 

double 
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C H A P. double in value to the collar a. The king went next day 
XXVIII. . . 
~ to Ardres, Without· guards or attendants ; and confi.denc~ 

1510. being now fully efrabliihed between the monarchs, they 
employed the refr of t~e t}m~ entirely in. tournaments and 
fefrivals. 

4th June. 

'. 
4 DEFIANCE had been fent by .th_e two~_kings to each 

other's ~ou.rt; ;~ through_ all t}:le chief dti:es in Europe, 
importing, .:..t~.a): !-l_cnry and francis, with fourteen aids, 
would be r:!ady, in the plains of Picardy, to anfwer all 
comeEs, that w_ert; _geptleweiJ., at tilt, tournament, and 
barriers. The mo~~~<;l)§1 in qJqer. t9 fulfil this challenge? 
ad\·an~cd in~o _th~ fi.e~(9i! })orfeb(lck, Francis furrounded 
with Hcnry's..gl.!ards, and Hel)ry with thofe of Francis. 
'rliey were gorgeouf1y appar~ll~d; and were both of them 
the mofr comely perfgnages . of their age, as well as the 
p1ofr expert in every m_ilitary exercife. They c;:arricd 
away the prize at all tri?ls in thofe ro~gh apd dangerous 
p::dtimes; and feveral _horfes and riders were overthrown 
by their vigour and dexterity. The ladies were the judges 
in thefe feats of chivalry, and put an end to the rencoun
ter, whe~eyer they judged it expedient. Henry ereCted 
:1. fpaciou~ houfe of wood ~nd canv:1s, which had been 
framed in London; and he there feafred the French mo
narch. fte had placed a motto on this fabric, under the 
iigure of an Engli~ archer embroidered on it, Cui ad~t:e
reo prceejl; }le prevails wham I favour b: Expreffing his 
own fitu;:.tion, as holding in his hands the balance of 
p8wer among the potentates of Euro.pe. In thef~ enter
tainments, more than in any ferious buftnefs, di4 the two 
kings pafs their time, till their departure. · 

H.ENR Y paid then a vi:lit to the emperor and Margaret 
of Savoy at Gravelines, and engaged them to go along 
~vith him to Calais, a~d p.:.fs fome days i~ that fo:trefs. 

• Me:noir.ell ce Fleurangc~, b Mezeray, 

The 
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The artfal and politic Charles here completed the im- C H A P. 
XXVJH. 

preffion, which he had begun to make on Henry and his _.,-..,,-...j 

fa\'ourite, and effaced all the friendfhip, to which the 13~· 

frank and generous l}ature of Francis had given birth. 

As the houfe of Aufrria began fenfibly to take the afcen!"' 

<lant over the French monarchy, the interefrs of England 
required, that fome fupport fhould be given to the latter, 

and above all, that any important wars fhould be pre-

vented, whid1- might befrow on either of them a decifive 
uperiority over the other. But the jealoufy of the Eng

Jifh againfl: France has ufually prevented a cordial union 

between thefe nations : And Charles, fenfible of this he

reditary animofity, and defirous farther to Ratter Henry's 

vanity, had made him an offer, (an offer in which Fran~ 

cis was afterwards obliged· to concur) that he lhould be 

entirely arbiter in any difpute or difference that might 

. .arife between the monarchs. But the mafrerpiece of 

Charles's politics was the fecuring of:'\¥ olfey in his inte

refts, by ver.y important fervices, and- frill higher pro

mifes. He renewed affurances of affill:ing him in obtain

ing the papacy; and he put hiin in prefent poffeffion of 

the revenues belonging to the fees of B£daJo¥ and Pa

lencia in Caftile. The acquifitions of W.:olfey w·e~e now 

become fo exorbitant, that, joined to the penfi~ns from 

foreign powers, which H-enry al1o·.ved him to poifefs, his 

revenues were computed nearly · fo equal thofe which be

longed to the crown itfelf; ·and he fpenttfie~ with a mag

nificence, or rath~r an ofrentation, .. ~hi eh gave general 

offence to the people; and even leflened h:s mafrer in the 

~yes of all foreign nations c. 

THE violent pe1fonal emu!aticn and pol"tical jealoufy, War be· 

which had taken plale between the emperor and thectwh-eenl d 
ar es an 

1 re~ eh ~ing, foon broke out ifl hoftil" ties. But while Fran~is. " 
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H A 1'. th~fe ambitious and warlike princes were acting again{{; 
~~ co.ch other in almofl: every part of Europe, they fiill mad 

1521. profeffions of the fl:rongefr defire of peace ; and both of 

them inceffantly carried their co!llplaints to Henry, as tC? 
1\T ~>ciJt:,.n the umpire between them. The king, who pretended t~ 
efHenry. be neutral, engaged them to fend their ambaffadors to 

Calais, there to negociate a peace under th~ mediation of 
\Volfey ap.d the pope's nuncio. 'I'he emperor was wel~ 
~cquainted with the partiality qf thcfe mediators; and 
his demands in the c ~·ference were fo unrcafor1able, as 

hinly proved him confcio~~ of this advantage. He re
'luired the rdlitution of Burgundy, a province, which 
many years before had been ceded to France by treaty, 
and which, if i!l his poffeffi~I?, would have given him en~ 
trance into the heart of that kingdom : And pe demanded 
to be freed ti·om the homage, which 1. i ancefl:ors had 
always paid for Flanders and Artois, ar.d \~hich he himfelf 
~ad, by the treaty of ~!oyon, engagep to renew. On 
Francis's rcjeB:ing thefe terms, the congrefs of Calais 

broke up, and Wolfcy, foon after, took a journey to 

24th No;·, Bruges, where he met with the emperor. He v;as received 
with the fame Rate, mag:::d1cence, and refpe:Cr, as if he 
had been the king of England himfelf; and he concluded 
in his mafier's name an o.ffcnfive alli<:!nce with the pope 
and the emperor agai~fi: France: He fiipulated, that 
~ngl<>nd !hould next fummer invade that kino-dom with 

b • 

forty tho~fand men ; and he betrothed to Charles the 
princefs lv1ary, the king's only child, who had now feme 
profpetl: of inheriting the crown. This extrav; gant al
liance, which was prejudicial to the interefis, anJ ru"ight 
have proved fatal to the liberty and independence of the 
kingdom, was the refult of the humours and prejudices 
.of the king, 2.nd the private vievrs ~n l expectations of 
the cardinal . 

TnF. 
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THE people iaw every day new infrances of the uncon- C H A P. 
XXVIII. 

trouled authority of th:s minifier. The duke of Buck- ~; 

ingham, conil:aklle of England, the fidl: nobleman both 1 sz.r. 
for fa~ily a~d fortune in the kingdom, had impru-

dently given difgufl: to the cardinal; and it was not 

long before he found reafon to repent of his indifcre-

tion. He feems to have been a maq full of levity and Trial anJ 

IL • n d b · · f d · h . d' · l ft l condemna .. ram projecLS; 4n eu'!g m atuate Wlt JU 1::1a a ro o- twn of the 

sry, he entertained commerce with one Hopkins, a car- duke .of 
o BuckJHI"· 
thufian friar, who encouraged him in the notion of his ham. '" 

mounting one day the throne of England. He was de- · 

fcendcd by a female from the duke of Glocefter, young-

eft fon of Edward III.; and though his claim to the 
~rown was thereby very remote, he had been fo un

guarded as to ~et fall fome expreffions, as if he thought 

himfclf beft intitle~, in cafe the king fuould die without 

~!rue, to poffefs the royal Jignity. He had not even ab

:fl:ained from threats againfr t~e king's life, and had pro

vided himfelf with arms, which he intended to employ, 
in cafe a favourable opportunity fhould ofrcr. He was 

prought to a trial; and the duke o~ Norfolk, whofe fon, 
the earl of Surrey, had married Buckingham's daughter, 
~as created lord fieward, in order to prefide at this folemn 

procedure. The jury confifred of a duke, a marquis~ 
{even earls, and twelve barons; and they gave their ver

d'd againfl: Buckingham, which was foon after carried 

into execution. There is no reafon to think the fentence 

unjuft d; but as Buckingham's crimes feemed to proceed 

more from indifcrction than deliberate malice, the people 

v.'ho loved him, expeCted that the king would grant him a 

pardon, and irPputed their difappointmer~t to the animofity 

and revenge of the cardinal. The king's own jealoufy, . . 

d Herbert. Hall. Stowe, 513. Hollint;!hea, p. 86::. ' 

however, 
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Cx~v1u~· however, of all perfons allied to the crown, was, not
~ withfi:an.ding his undoubted title, very remarkable during 

J~u. the whole courfe of his reign; and was alone fufficient to 
render him implacable againfr Buckingham. The office 
of confrable, which this nobleman inherited from the Bo
huns, earls of Hereford, was forfeited, and was never 
~fter revived in England. 
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CH' A P. XXIX. 

Digref!ion concerning the ecclejiaftical ftate--Origin 

of the reformation--Martin Luther--Henry 

receives the title of defender of the faith--Caufes 

tJf the progrejs of the reformation--War with 
France-- Invafion of France --War with 
Scotland--A Parliament-- Invajion of France 
--Italian wars--'I'he king of France invades 

ltaly--Battle of Pavia and Captivity of Francis 

-Francis recovers his liberty-Sack of Rome 

--League with Fra11ce. 

DURING fome years, many parts of Europe had cHAP. 

been agitated with thofe religious controverfies, ~ 
which produced the reformation, one of the greatefi events 1521. 

in hifiory: But as it was not till this time, that the king of 
England publicly took part in the quarrel, we had no occa-
fion to give any account of its rife and progrefs. It will now 
be neceffary to explain thcfc theological difputes; or what 
is more material, to trace from their origin thofe ~bufes, 

which fo generally diffufed the opinion, that a reforma-
tion of the church or ecclefiafiical order was become 
highly expedient, if 1 ot abfolutely neceffary. vVe fhall 
be better enabled to comprehend the fubject, if we take 
the matter a little higher, and refleB: a moment on the 
reafons, why there muft be an ecclefiaftical order, and a 

public efl:abliihment of religion in every civilized com-
munity. The importance of the prefent occafion will, I 
hope, excufe this ihort d~gre$on. 

!vi esT 
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c H A P. IvlosT of the arts and profeffions in a fiate are of fuch a 
XXIX. h h"l h ' . 11. f h r. . t ~ nature,t at, w 1 et ey promote tne mterens o t e 10C1e y, 

152.1. they arc alfo ufeful or agreeable to fome individuals; and 
Digreffion · , 11 f h · 11 
concerning In that cafe, tne connant rule o t e magurrate, except, 

t~e erclefia- perhaps on the firfr introduCtion of any att is, to leave 
fbcal ftate. ' ' 

the profeffion to itfelf, and trufr its encouragement to the 

individuals who reap the benefit of it. The artizans, 

finding their profits to rife by the favour of their cufrom

ers, encreafe, as much as poffiblc, their fkill and induf

try; and as matters are not difrurbed by any injudicious 

tampering, the commodity is always fure to be at all 

times nearly proportioned to the demand. 

BuT there are alfo fome callings~ which, though ufcful 

and even neceffary in a frate, bring no adv~ntage or plea ... 

fure to any individual; and the fupreme power is obliged 

to alter its _condutl: with regard to the retainers of thofc 

profeffions. It muft give them public encouragement in 
order to their fubfiftence; and it mufl provide againfi: 

that negligence, to which they will naturally be fubjctl:1 

either by annexing particular honours to the profeffion, 

by efrablifhing a long fubordination of ranks and a ftriCt 

dependance, or by fome other expedient. 'rhe perfons, 

employed in the finances, armies, fleets, and magiftracy; 

are infrances of this order of men. 

IT may naturally be thought, at firR: fight, that the 

ecclefrafiics belong to the firfr cbfs, and that their en ... 

couragement, as well as that of lawyers and phyficians, 

may fafely be entrufred to the liberality of individuals, 

who are attached to their doctrines, and who find benefit 

or confolation from their fp:ritual miniftry and affifiancc· 

Their indufiry and vigilance will, no doubt, be whetted 

by fuch an additional moti \ e ; and their fkill in the pro

feffion, as well as their addrcfs in governing the minds of 

the people, rnuil: receive daily encreafe, from their en

creafing praclicc, fl:udy, and attention. 

5 BuT 
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13uT if \VC confider the matter more clofclr, we :lh:1l1 c n A P. 

find, that this interefied 'iligence of the ck.rgy is what XXIX, 

every wife legiflator will fiudy to prevent; becaufe in 1 .s.u. 
every religion, except the true, it is highly pernicious,. 

and it has even a natural tendency to pervert the true, by 

infufing into it a ftrong mixture of fuperfrition, folly; 

and delufion. Each ghofily pratl:itioner, in order to render 

himfelf more precious a:1d facred in th~ eyes of his rc-

t:liners, will infpire them with the mofl violent abhor~ 

rer.ce of all other fects, and continually endeavour, by 
fome novelty, to exci e the languid devotion of his au ... 

dience. No regard will be p:1id to truth, morals, or ce-

ccncy in the doCtrines inculcated. Every tenet will be 
adopted that befl: fuits the diforderly affetl:ions of the hu-
man frame. Cuftomers will be drawn to each converl-

ticle by new indufiry ancl addrefs in praCl:ifing on the paf-

:fions and credulity cf the populace. And in the end, the 

civil magifirate will find, that he has dearly paid for his 

pretended frugality, in faving a fixed efiablifhmcnt forth~ 

priefl:s; ancl that in reality the mofl: dec::ent and advanta-

geous compofition, which he can make with the fpir!tu::l 

guides, is to bribe their inddence, !Jy affi.gning ftated fa-

brics to their profcffion, and rendering it fuperfluous for 

hem to be farther a.c1ive, than merely to prevent the·r 

flock from fl:raring iH quefr of new pafrures. Aad in this 

manner ecclefia!l:ical efiabli.fhmcnts, though commonly 

they arofe at firfi from religious views, prove in the end 
·· dvantageous to the political intercfl:s of focicty. 

13uT we may obfervc, th2.t few ccdefiafl:ical cfiablilh

mcllts have been fixed upon a worfe found~tion than that 

of the church of Rome, or have been attended with cir

cumfr::mces more hurt[ ul to the peace and happincfs of 

mankind. 

1~HE large revenues, privileges, immumt1es, and 

powers of the clergy rendered them formidable to the 

civil 
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C H A P. civil mao-i{tratc, anJ armed with too extenfive authority 
XXIX b 
~ an order of men, who always adhere clofely together, 

1521• and who never want a plaufible pretence for their en
croachments and ufurpations. The higher dignities of 
the church ferved, indeed, to the fupport of gentry and 
nobility ; but by the eftablifhment of monafteries, many
of the loweft vulgar were taken from the ufeful arts, and 
maintained in thofe receptacles of floth and ignorance. 

The fupreme head of the church was a foreign potentate, 
guided by interefts, always different from thofe of the 
community, fometimes contrary to them. And as the 
hierarchy was nece£rarily felicitous to preferve an unity 
of faith, rites, and ceremonies, all liberty of thought ran 
a manifeft rifque of being extinguiihed; and violent per
fecutions, or what was worfe, a ftupid and abjeCt credu
lity, took place every where. 

To encreafe thefe evils, the church, though !he pof
feffed large revenues, was not contented with her acqui
fitions, but retained a power of praC:l:ifing farther on the 

·ignorance of mankind. She even beftowed on each indi
vidual prieft a power of enriching himfelf by the volun
tary oblations of the faithful, and left him fl:ill an ur

gent motive for diligence and induihy in his calling. And 
thus, that church, though an expenfive and burthenfome 

eftablifhmcnt, was liable to maay of the inconveniences, 
which belong to an order of priefrs, trufi:ed entirely to 
their own art and invention for attaining a fubfifi:ence. 

THE a;dvantages, attending the Romirn hierarchy, were 

but a fmall compcnfation for its inconveniences, The 

ecclefiafiical privileges, during barbarous times, had fi;rvec! 
as a cheque to the dcfpotifi"n of kings·. The union of all 
the wefi:ern churches under the fupreme pontifF facilitated 
the intercourfe-of nations, and tended to bind all the parts 

of Europe into a clofe conneCtion with each other. And 
the pomp and fplendpr of ·worihip which belor;gcd to fo 

6 opulent 
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opulent an efl:ablilhment, contributed, in fome refpeEI:s, C H A P. 
XXIX. 

to the encouragement of the fine arts, and began to 1..-.-v---1 

diffufe a general elegance ot tafl:e, by uniting it with 1 51.1 • 

religion. 

IT will eafily be conceived, that, though the balance 
of evil prevailed in the Romilh church, this was not the 
chief reafon, which produced the reformation. A con
currence of incidents muft have contributed to forward 
that great revolution. 

LEo X. by his generous and enterprizing temper, had 
much exhaufl:ed his treafury, and was obliged to make 

ufe of every invention, which might yield money, in 

order to fupport his projetl:s, pleafures, and liberalities. 
The fcheme of felling indulgences was fuggefl:ed to him, Origin of 

d. h. h h d f r d · c . the reform• as an expe 1ent w IC a o ten 1erve m 10rmer times ation. 

to draw money from the chriftian world, and make de
vout people willing contributors to the grandeur and 
riches of the court of Rome. The church, it was fup
pofed, was poffeffed of a great frock of merit, as being 
entitled to all the good works of all the faints, beyond 
what were employed in their own jufl:ification; and even 

to the merits of Chrift himfelf, which were infinite and 
unbounded: And from this unexhaufl:ed treafury, the 
pope might retail particular portions, and by that traffic 
acquire money, to be employed in pious purpofes, in . 
refifring the Turk, or fubduing fchifmatics. \Nhen the 

money came into his exchequer, the greater part of it 

was ufually diverted to other purpofes . 

IT is commonly believed, that Leo, from the penetra
tion of his genius, and his familiarity -vvith anc!ent lite
rature, was fully acquainted with the ridicule and fallacy 
of the docrrines, which, as fupreme pontiff, he was ob
liged by his intereft to promote : It is the lefs von
dcr, therefore, that he employed for his profi thofe ious 

e Father Paul and SleiJan. 

Vor .. IV. D frauds, 
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C H A P. frauds, which his predeceffors, the moft ignorant ana 
XXIX. r.bl d ~ credul us, had always, under plaun e pretences, ma e 

151-I. ufe of for their felB.fn purpofes. He publi!hed the fale 
of a general indulgence r ; and as his expcnces had not 
only cxhaufi:ed his ufual revenue, but even anticipated 
the money expeCt:ed from this extraordinary expedient, 
the feveral branches of it were openly given away to 
p<t.rticular perfons, who were entitled to levy the impo
fition. The prod·tce, particuhr_ly, of Saxony and the 
countries bordering on the Baltic, was affigned to his 
fifi:er Magdalene, married to Cibo, natural fon of Inno
cent VIII. and {he, in order to enhance her profit, had 
farmed out the revenue to one .:Arccmboldi, a Genoefe, 
once a merchant, now a bifhop, who frill retained all the 
lucrative arts of his for. 1er profe.ffion g. 'fhe Auftin 
friars had ufually b"en employed in Saxony to preach the 
indulgences, and from this trufi: had derived both profit 
and confideration : But Arccmbold~, fearing, left practice 
might have taught them means to fecrcte .the money\ and 
expecting no extraordinary fuccefs from the ordinary me· 
thods of colletliox:, gave this occupation to the Domi
nicans. Thei( monks, in order to prove themfelves 
worthy of the difi:inction co:1ferred on them, exagge
rated the bencil.t of indulgences by the mofi: unbounded 
p.megvrics ; and :tdvanced doctrines on that head which . ' ' 
thout, 1 not more ridiculous than thofe · already received, 
were no!: 2.s yet entirely familiar to the ears of the people i. 
To adJ. to the fcandal, the colleB:ors of this revenue are 
fai<.l to have lived very licentious lives, and to have fpent 
in taverns, ga~ing-houfes, and places frill more infa
mo ts, the mo~tey, which devout p:rfons had faved from 
their ufual expences, in order to purchafe a remiffion of 
their fins '. 

f In rsr7. g Father Paul, Slei,J.ln. 
l See note [A J at the end of the volume. 

h Father Paul, lib. 1. 

k Father P;.uJ, lib. 1. 

ALL 
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ALL thefe circumfiances might h:we given offence, but C H A P. 
XXIX. 

would have been attended with no e·,rent of any import- '--v---J 

ance, had there not arifen a man, qualified to take ad- 1 52.1· 

vantage of the incident. Martin Luthcr, an Aufrin Mutin 

f . fi rr . h . fi f w· b r. . Lutl:er. nar, pro enor m t e umver tty o 1ttem erg, re1cntmg 
the affront put upon his order, began to preach againit 
thefe abufes in the fale of indulgences; and being natu-
rally of a fiery temper, and provoked by oppofition, he 
proceeded even to decry indulgences themfcl\'es; and W<!S 

thence carried, by the heat of difpute, to quefiion the 
authority of the pope, from which his adverfaries derived 
their chief arguments againfi him 1• Still as he en
larged his reading, in order to fupport thefc tenets, he 
difcovered fome new abufe or error in the church of 
Rome; and finding his opinions greedily hearkened to, 
he promulgated them by writing, difcourfe, fermon, con
ference; and daily encreafed the number of his difciples. 
All Saxony, all Germany, all Europe were in a very 
little time filled with the voice of this daring innovator; 
and men, roufed from that lethargy, in which they had 
fo long lleeped, began to call in queftion the moll: ancient 
and mofi: received opinions. The elector of Saxony, 
favourable to Luther's doctrine, protected him from the 
violence of the papal j urifdiction: The republic of Zuric 
even reformed their church according to the n w model: 
11any fovereigns of the empire, ami the imperial diet it-
felf, :lhowed a favourable difi)ofition towards it: And 
Luther, a man naturally inflexible, vehement, opinion-
ativc, was become incapable, either from promifes of 

• advancement, or terrors of fcverity, to relinquifh a fe,~, 
of which he \vas him~ If the foun icr, and which brou__;ht . 
him a glory, fuperior to all others, the glory of dictat!ag 
Le rcligiou faith and principles of multitude . 

l Father Paul, Sleidan, 

D2 
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c H A P. TI:IE rumour of thefe innovations foon reached Eng
~ land ; and as there frill fubfified in that kingdom great 

J.)zr. remains of the Lollards, whofe principles refembled thofe 
of Luther, the new doB:rines fecretly gained many par
tizans among the laity of all ranks and denominations. 
But Henry· had been educated in a ftriB: attachment to 
the church of Rome, and he bore a particular prejudice 
againfr Luthcr, who, in his writings, fpoke with con
tempt of Thomas Aquinas, the king's favourite author: 
He oppofed himfelf therefore to the progrefs of the Lu
theran tenets, by all the influence which his extenfive 
and almofi abfolute authority conferred upon him: He 
even undertook to combat them with weapons not ufually 
employed by monarchs, efpecially thofe in the flower 
of their age, and force of their paffions. He wrote a 
book in Latin againfi the principles of Luther; a per-
formance, which, if allowance be made for the fubjeCl: 
and the age, does no difcredit to his capacity. He fent a 
copy of it to Leo, who received fo magnificent a prefent 
with great tefrimony of regard ; and conferred on him 

H 
the title of delender of' the fiaith ; an appellation frill re-

enry re· :1' 'J 
ceives the tained by the kino-s of England. Luther who was in 
tid-e of de-

0 
' tender of the heat of controverfy, foon wrote an anfwer to Henry; 

th-e faith. and without regard to the dignity of his antagonift, 
treated him with all the acrimony of ftyle, to which, in 
the courfe of his polemics, he had fo long been accuftom
ed. The king, by this i\1 ufage, was frill more preju
diced againfr the new doCtrines ; but the public, who 
naturally favour the weaker party, were inclined to attri ... 
bute to Luther the viCtory in the difpute m, And as the 
controverfy became more illuftrious, by Henry's enter
ing the lifrs, it drew frill more the attention of mankind; 
and the Lutheran doetrine daily acquired new converts in 

every part of Europe. 

iB Father Paul1 lib, x. 
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THE quick and furtwifino- pro')"rcfs of this bold fetl: ~ H A P. 
t o o "XIX 

may jufily in part be afcribed to the bte invention of~ 
printing, and revi,·al of learning: Not that reafon bore 1 521

• 
'-' C aules of 

any confiderable ihare, in opening men's eyes with regard t he progrefs 

to the impofi:ures of the Romiib church: For of all of tt~e refer· 
tnllOn. 

branches of literature, philofophy had, as yet, and t-ill 
long afterwards, made the mofi: inconfiderable progrds ; 

neither is there any infi:ance that argument has ever been 
able to free the people from that enormous load of ab
furdity, with which fupedlition has every where over

whelmed them : Not to mention, that the r~pid advance 

of the Lutheran doctrine, and the violence, with which 
it was embraced, prove fu:F..ciently, th:1t it owed not its 

fuccefs to reafon and reflection. The art of printing 
and the revival of learning forwarded its progrefs in 
another manner. By means of that art, the books of 
Luther and his feB::aries, full of vehemence, declamation, 
and a rude eloquence, were propagated more quickly, 
and in greater numbers. The minds of men, fomewhat 

awakened from a profound fleep of fo many centuries, 
were prepared for every novelty, and fcrupled lefs to 
tread in any unufual path, which was opened to them. 

And as copies of the Scriptures and other ancient monu

ments of the chrifiian faith became more common, men 

perceived the innovations, which were introduced after 

the firfr centuries ; and though argument and reafoning 
could not give conviCtion, an hiftorical faB::, well fup
portcd, was able to make impreffion on their underfrand

ings. Many of the powers, indeed, a!fumed by the 
church of Rome, were very ancient, and were prior to 

almoft every political government efi:ablifhed in Europ : 
But as the ecclefiafi:ics would not agree to po!fefs their 

privileges as matters of civil right, which time might 

.render valid, but appealed frill to a divine origin, men 

were tempted to look into their primitive harter; and 
D 3 they 
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C H A P. they could, without much difficulty, perceive its defeCt 
XXlX. . h cl h .. 
~ m trut an aut cnt1c1ty. 
Isn IN order to beftow on this topic the greater influence, 

Luther and his followers, not fatisfied with oppofing the 

pretended divinity of the Romiili church, and difplaying 

the temporal inconvcniencics of that eftablifhment, car

ried matters much f<trther, and treated the religion of 

their ancdl:ors, as abominable, detcftable, damnable ; 

foretold by facred vait itfclf as the fource of all wickcd
nefs and pollution. They denominated the pope anti
chrift, called h!s communion the fcarlet whore, and gave 

to Rome the appellation of Babylon ; expreffions, which, 

however applied, were to be found in Scripture, and 
which \V-zr-e·t:x~ttcr calculated to operate on the multitude 

th:m the mo.ft folid arguments. Excited by contefi: and 

perfecution on the one hand, by fuccefs and applaufe on 

the other, many of the reformers carried to the greateft 

extremity their oppofition to the church of Rome; and 

in contradicrion to the multiplied fupcrfritions, with 

which that communion was loaded, they adopted an en

thufiaftic frrain of dcvotiOtl, v,rhich admitted of no ob

fervances, rites, or ceremonies, but placed all merit in 

a myfrerious fpecic:s of f._t:th, in inward vifion, rapture, 
and ccfi:acy. The new fefraries, fcizcd with this fpirit, 

were indefatigable in the propagation of their doctrine, 

and fct at defiance all the anathemas and punifhments, 

with which the Roman pontiff endeavoured to ovcr

w helm them. 
THAT the civil power, however, might afford them 

protet!ion againfr the ccclefiaftical jurifditl:ion, the Lu

tlierans advanced Jo( trincs favourable, in fome refpeCl:s, 

io the temporal authority of fovereir-ns. They inveio-hcd 
..::. b 

againfi the abufcs of the court of Rome, with which 

men were at that time generally difcontented ; and they 

exliorted princes to reinfiate themfelves in thofe powers, 

of 
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of which the encroaching fpirit of the ecclefiafrics, and efpe- C H A P• 

cially of the fovereign pontiff, had fo long bereaved them· ~ 
They condemned celibacy and monafric vows, and there- 1 5zt. 

by opened the doors of the convents to thofe who were 

either tired of the obedience and chafi:ity, or difgufi:ed 

with the licence, in which they had hitherto lived. They 

blamed the exceffive riches, the idlenefs, the libertinifm 

of the clergy ; and pointed out their treafun .. s and re-

venues as lawful fpoil to the firfr invader. And as the 

ecclefiafi:ics had hitherto conduCl:ed a willing and a fl:u-
pid audience, and were totally unacquainted with con-

troverfy, much more with every fpecies of true literature; 

they were unable to defend themfelves againfl: men, arm-

ed with authorities, citations, and popular topics, and 

qualified to triumph in every altercation or debate. Such 

were the advantages, with which the reformers began 

their <:-ttack on the Roman hierarchy; and fuch were 

the caufes of their rapid and afi:oniihing fuccefs. 

LEo X. whofe overfights and too fupine trufr in the 1ft Decemb. 

profound ignorance of the people had given rife to this 

feel:, but whofe found judgment, moderation, and tem-

per were well qualified to retard its progrefs, died in the 

Rower of his age, a little after he received the king's 

book againfr Luther; and he was fucceedcd in the papal 

chair, by Adrian, a Fleming, who had been tutor to the 

emperor Charles. This man was fitteJ to gain on the 

reformers by the integrity, candour, and fimp1icity of 

manners, which difringuiilied his charaCl:er; but, fo 

violent v:cre their prejudices againfr the church, he rather 

hurt the caufe by his imprudent exercife of thofe virtues. 

He frankly confefled, that many ::tbominable and cletefi:-

ablc praCl:ices prevailed in the court of Rome ; and by 

this fincere avowal, he gave occafion of much triump];l 

to the Luthcrans. This pontiff alfo, whofe penetration 

was not equ!ll to his good intentions, was feduced to 
D 4 concur 
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C H A P. concur in that leao-ue, which Charles and Henry hact 
XXIX. . o b d h ~formed agamfr France n; and he there y augmentc t e 

1 521 • fcandal, occafioned by the praetice of [o many preceding 
popes, who frill made their fpiritual arms fubfcrvient to 

political purpofcs. 

~ Jsu. THE cmp~ror, who knew, that V/olfey had received 
a difappointmcnt in his ambitious hopes by the eleCtion 
of Adrian, and who dreaded the refentment of that 
haughty minili:er, was folicitous to repair the breach 
made in their friend!hip by this incident. He paid ano-

dth May. ther vifit to England ; and b~fidcs flattering the vanity 
of the kjng and the cardinal, he renewed to Wolfcy all 
the promifes, which he had made him, of fcconding his 
prctcn!ions to the papal throne. Wolfey, fenfible that 
Adrian's great age and infirmities promifed a fpeedy 
vacancy, di!femblcd his refcntment, and was willing to 
hope for a more prorpcrous ifiue to the next election. 'I' he 
emperor renewed the treaty made at Brug~s, to which 
fome articles were added ; and he agreed to inde~nify 
both the king and Wolfey for the revenue, which they 
fhould lofe by a breach with France. The more to in
gratiate himfclf with Henry and the Englifh nation, he 
gave to Surrey, admiral of England, a commiffion for 
being admiral of his dominions; and he himfelf was in
ftalled knight of the garter at London. After a fray of 
fix weeks in England, he embarked at Southampton, and 
in ten days arrived in Spain, where he foon pacified the 
tumults, which had arifen in his abfence o. 

War ~itb 
.f,~.c. 

THE king declared war againfr France; and this 
meafure was founded on fo little reafon, that he could 
alledge nothing as a ground of quarrel, but Francis's 
refufal to fubmit to his arbitration, and his fendino· Al
b;my into Scotland. This laft ftep had not b~en ~aken 

n Guicciardini, lib, ~ 4• o Petrus de Anglcria, epift, 76 5• 

by 
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by the French kino-, till he was quite affured of Henry'sC HA P. 
o XXlX. 

refolution to attack him. Surrey bndcd fome troops at \..--v--.J 

Cherbourg in Normandy; and aft~r laying wafl:e the coun- 152.2• 

try, he failed to ]\tiorlaix, a rich town in llritanny, which 

he took and plundered. rfhe Englifh merchants had great 

property in that place, which ,'vas no more fpared by the 
foldiers, than the goods of the French. Surrey then 
left the charge of the fleet to the vi(:c-admiral ; and fail-
ed to Calais, where he took the command of the Eng-
lilh army, defiined for the invafion of France. This 

army, when j9ined by forces from the Low Coun~:ries 

under the command of th~ count de Buren, amounted in 

the whole to I 8,ooo men. 

THE French had made it a maxim in almo:fl: all their Invafion of 

wars with the Englifh, fince the reign of Charles V. France. 

never, without great neceffity, to hazard a general en
gagement; and the duke of V cndome, who commanded 
the French army, now embraced this wife policy. He 
fupplicd the towns mofi expofed, efpecially Boulogne, 

l\1ontreui1, Terouenne, Hedin, with firong garrifons and 
plenty of provifions: IIe himfelf took pofi at Abbevillc, 
with fome Swifs and French infantry, and a body of 

cavalry: The count of Guife encamped under rv1ontrcuil 
with fix thoufand men. Thefe two bodies were in a 

fituation to join upon occafion ; to throw fupply into 
any town, that was threatened ; and to harafs the Eng-

lifh in every movement. Surrey, who was not provided 

with magazines, firfi: divided his troops for the conveni-

ence of fubfif!:ing them ; but finding that hi's quarters 
we~c every moment beaten up by the aCl:ivity of the 
Prench generals, he drew together his forces, and laid 
fiege to Hedin. But neither did he fuccced in this enter-
prize. The garrifon made vigorous fallies upon his 
army : The French forces affaulted him from without : 
Great rains fell: Fatigue and bad weather threw the 

foldiers 
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~ H A' P. foldiers into dyfcnteries : And Surrey was obliged to raife 
XXIX. h fi d h" . . t b t ~ t e tege, an put 1s troops m to wmter q uar ers a ou 
JSU· the end of Ottober. H is rear guard was attacked at 

Pas in Artois, and five or fix hundred men were cut off; 
nor could all his efforts make him mail:er of one place 

War with 
Scotland, 

within the French frontier. 
THE aJlies were more fuccefsful in Italy. Lautr~c, 

who commanded the French, loft a great battle at Bi
cocca near Milan; and was obliged to retire with the 
remains of his army. This misfortune, which proceed
ed from Francis's negligence in not fupplying Lautrec 
with money P, was followed by the lofs of Genoa. The 
caftle of Cremona was the fole fortrefs in Italy, which 

remained in the hand.s of the French. 
EuROPE was now in fuch a fituation, and fo con

netted by different alliances and interefts, that it was 
almoft impoffible for war to be kindled in one part, and 
not diffufe itfelf throughout the whole : But of all the 
leagues among kingdoms, the clofeft was that which had 
fo long fubfifted between France and Scotland ; and the 
Engliih, while at war with the former natio!'J, could 
not hope to remain long unmolefted on the northern 
frontier. No fooner had Albany arrived in Scotland, 

than he took meafures for kindling a war with Eno-land · 
0 ' 

and he fummoned the whole force of the kingdom to 
meet in the fields of Rofline q, He thence condut!ed the 
army fouthwards into Annandale; and prepared to pafs 
the borders at Solway-Frith. But many of the nobility 
were difgufted with the regcnt>s adminifiration ; and 
obferving, that his conne:xions with Scotland were feeble 
in comparifon of thofe which he maintained with France , 
they murmured, that, for the fake of forei(Tn interefrs 

C) ' 

their peace :lhould fo often be difturbed, and war, during 

P Guicciardini, lib, 14, 
Pitfcottie, 

q Buchanan, lib. 14, Drummon•l. 

their 
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their king's minority, be wantonly entered into 
a neighbouring nation, fo much fupcrior in force an 
riches. The Gordons, in particular, refufed to ad<.• nee xsu. 
any farther ; and Albany, obferving a general difcontent 
to prevail, was obliged to conclude a truce with lord 
Dacres, warde!l of the Englifh weft marches. Soon after, 
he departed for France; and left the oppofite faction 
fhould gather force in his abfence, he fent thither be-

fore him the earl of Angus, hufband to the queen 

dowager. 

NExT year, Henry, that he might take advantage of ISSJ' 

the regenfs abfence, marched an army into Scotland 
under the command of Surrey, who ravaged the l\1erfe 
and Teviotdale without oppofition, and burned the town 
of Jedburgh. The Scots had neither king nor regent to 
conduct them: 'rhe two Humcs had been put to death: 

Angus was in a manner banifhed: No nobleman of vi
gour or authority remained, who was qualified to affume 
the government : And the Engli:fh monarch, who knew 
the difl:reffed fituation of the country, determined to pufh 
them to extremity, in hopes of c'lgaging them, by the 

fenfe of their prefent weaknefs, to make a folemn renunci
ation of the French alliance, and to embrace that of Eng

land r, He e'.'en g:!ve them hopes of contracting a mar
riage between the lady Mary, heirefs of England, and 
their young monarch; an expedient, which would for 

ever unite the two kingdoms s : And the queen dowager, 
with her whol~ party, recommended every where the ad
vantages of this aliiance, and of a Gonfedcracy with 
Henry. 'rh~y f<t;d, that the intcrcits of Scotland bad 
too long b;:en . facr ificcd to thofe of the French nation, 
who, whenever they found thcmfclves reduced to di.ffi
c,ultics, called for the affifiance of their allies; but were 

r Buchanan1 lib. 14. HeJhert, $ Le Grand, vol. iii. p. 39• 

ready 
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c H A P.ready to abandon them, as foon as they found their acl-
XX!X. h 

'--v--J vantage in making peace with England : That w ere a 
1523. fmall fl:ate entered into fo clofe a confederacy with a 

greater, it muft always expect this treatment, as a con
fequence of the unequal alliance; but there were pe
culiar circumfl:ances in the fituation of the kingdoms, 
which, in the prefent cafe, rendered it inevitable: That 
France was fo difiant and fo divided from them by fcas, 
that fhe fcarcely could, by any means, and never could 
in time, fend fuccours to the Scots, fufficient to proteB: 

them againfl: ravages from the neighbouring kingdom : 

'I'hat nature had, in a manner, formed an alliance be

tween the two Britifh nations ; having enclofed them in 

the fame ifiand ; given them the tame manners, language, 
laws, and form of government ; and prepared every thing 

for an intimate union between them : And that, if na
tional antipathies were aboli{hed, which would foon be 

the effeCt of peace, thefe two kingdoms, fecured by the 
ocean and by their domefiic force, could fet at defiance 

all foreign enemies, and remain for ever fafe and unmo

lefted. 
TnE partizans of the French alliance, on the other 

hand, fa;J, that the very reafons, which were urged in 
favour of a league with England, the vicinity of the king
<lom and its fuperior force, were the real caufes, why a 

fincere and durable confederacy could never be formed 
with that hofrilc nation : 'T'hat among neighbouring fl:ates, 
occafions of quarrd were frequent; and the more power

ful would be fure to feize every frivolous pretence for 
opprcffing the weaker, and reducing it to fubjeetion : 
That as the near neighbourhood of France and Eno-land 

b 

had kindled a war almofr perpetual between them, it was 
the intercfi of the Scots, if they wi{hed to maintain their 
independancy, to preferve their league with the former 

kingdom, which balanced the force of the latter : That 
if 
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if they dcferted that old and falutary alliance, on which C H A P. 

h 
. . . E h' n d d d l . XXIX. 

t e1r Importance m urope c 1eny epen e , t 1e1r an- ..__,__J 

cient enemies, fiimulated both by interdl: and by paffion, 151
3· 

would foon invade them with fuperior farce, and reduce 

them to fubjeB:ion : Or if they delayed the attack, the 

infidious peace, by making the Scots forget the ufe of 

arms, would only prepare the way for a fiavery more cer-

tain and more irretrievable s. 

THE arguments employed by the French party, being 

feconded by the natural prejudices of the people, feemed 

mofi prevalent : And when the regent himfclf, who had 

been long detained beyond his appointed time by the 

danger from the Englifh Beet, at lafr appeared among them, 

he was able to throw the balance entirely on that fide. 

By authority of the convention of fiates, he affemblcd an 

army, with a view of avenging the ravages committed by 

the Englifh in the beginning of the campaign; and he 

led them fouthwards towards the borders. But \':hen 
they were paffing the Tweed at the bridge of Melrofs, 

the Englifh party raifed again fuch oppofition, th~t Al

bany thought proper to make a retreat. He marched 

downwards, along the banks of the Tweed, keeping that 

river on his right; and fixed his camp O?pofite to Werk

Cafrle, which Surrey had lately repaired. He fent over 

fome troops to bcfiege this fortrcfs, who made a breach 
in it, and fiormcd fome of the outworks: But the regent,. 

hearing of the approach of an Engliih army, and difcou

raged by the advanced feafon, thought proper to difb:md 

his forces and retire to Edinburgh. Soon :lftcr he went 

over to France, and never again returned to Scotland. 

The Scottifh nation, agitated by their domeit'c faB:ions, 

were not, during feveral years, in a condition to give any 

more difrurbance to England; and Henry h.1d full 1 ifure 

to profecute his defi;;ns on the continen~ . 

., Bucbanan,. lib. 14~ 
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C H A P. THE reafon why the war againfr France proceeded fo 
XXIX. ' 1 
~ flowly on the part of England was the want of money. Al 

15:t3. the treafures of Henry VII. were long ago diffipated; the 
king's habits of expence frill remained; and his revenues 
were unequal even to the ordinary charge of government, 
much more to his military enterprizes. He had laft year 
C'lufed a general furvey to be made of the kingdom; the 
numbers of men, their year~, profeffio1~, frock, revenue t; 
and expreffed great fatisfatl:ion on finding the nation fo 
opulent. He then iffued privy feals to the mofr wealthy, 
demanding loans of particular fums : This aCt: of 
power, though fomewhat irregular and tyrannical, had 
been formerly practifed by kings of England ; and the 
people were now familiarized to it. But Henry, this 
year, carried his authority much farther. He publifhed 
an edict for a general tax upon his fubjects, which he 
ftill called a loan ; and he levied five fhil] ings in the 
pound upon the clergy, two £billings upon the laity. 
This pretended loan, as being ·more regular, was really 
more dangerous to the liberties of the people ; and was a 
precedent for the king's impofing taxes without confent 
of parliament. 

rsth April. HENRY foon after fummoncd a parliament, together 
A parlta- . d r 
ment. Wlth a convocation; an 10und neither of them in a dif-

pofition to complain of the infringement of their privi
leges. It was only doubted, how far they would carry 
their liberality to the king. '\Volfey, who had under
taken the management of this affair, began with the con
vocation; in hopes, that their example would influence 
the parliament to grant a large fupply. He demanded a 
moiety of their eccldiailical revenues to be levied in five 

Years, or two fhillings in the pound durino- that time . 
b ' and though he met \Vith oppofition, he reprimanded the 

refractory members in fuch fevere terms, that his requeft 

t Herbert. Stowe, p. 514, 

was 
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was at lafl: complied with. The cardinal afterwards, c x~£~-."P· 
attended by feveral of the nobility and prelates, came to ~ 
the houfe of commons ; and in a long and elaborate xp. 3• 

fpeech laid before them the public neceffities, the dan-
ger of an invafion from Scotland, the affronts received 
from France, the league in which the king was engaged 
with the pope and the emperor; and he demanded a grant 
of 8oo,ooo pounds, divided into four yearly payments; 
a fum, computed from the late furvey or valuation, to 

be equal to four :fhillings in the pound of one year's 
revenue, or one :fhilling in the pound yearly, according 
to the divifion propofed u. So large a grant was unufual 
from the commons; and though the cardinal's demand 
was feconded oy Sir Thomas More the fpeaker, and fe-
veral other members attached to the court, the houfe 
could not be prevailed with to comply w. They only 
voted t\VO fuillings in the pound on all who enjoyed· 
t'l.\enty pounds a year and upwards; one fhilling on all 
who pofieiled between twenty pounds and forty :fhillings 
a year; and on the other fubjecrs aboye fixteen years of 
age a groat a-head. 1-.his lafl: fum was divided into 
two yearly payments; the former into four, and was 
not therefore at the outmofi: above fix-pence in the 
pound. The grznt of the commons was but the moie-
ty of the fum demanded ; and the cardinal, therefore, 
much mortified with the difappointment, came again to 
the houfe, and defired to reafon with fuch as refufed to 
comply with the king's requeft. He was told, that it 

was a rule of the houfe never to reafon btrt among them-
felves; and his defire was rejected. 'The commons, 
however, enlarged a little their former grant, and voted 

u This furvey or valuation is liable to much fufpicion, as fixing the rents a 

great deal too high : Unlefs the fum comprehen1 .he revenues of all kind~, 

induftry as well as land and money. • 

w Hetbert. Stowe, 518. P ;uliamentary Hiilory. Strype, vol. i. P• 49, 

so. 
'} an 
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c H A P. an impofition of three :lhillini'Ts in the pound on all po{ ... 
XXIX. b Th ~ feffed of fifty pounds a year, and upwards x. e pro-
l5Z3· ccedings of this houfe of commons evidently difcover the 

humour of the times : They were extremely tenacious of 
their money, and refufed a demand of the crown, which 
was far from being unrcafonable ; but they allowed an 
encroachment on national privileges to pafs uncenfured, 
though its diretl: tendency was to fubvert entirely the li
berties of the people. The king was fo diffatisfied with 
this faving difpofition of the commons, that, as he had 
not called a parliament during feven years before, he al
lowed feven more to elapfe, before he fummoned another. 
And on pretence of neceffity, he levied, in one year, 
from all who were worth forty pounds, what the parlia
ment had granted him payable in four years Y; a new in-

. vafion of national privileges. Thefe irregularities were 
commonly afcribed to the cardinal's counfels, who, trufi
ing to the protetl:ion afforded him by his ecclefiafi:ical 
character, was the lcfs fcrupulous in his encroachments 
on the civil rights of the nation. 

THAT ambitious prelate received this year a new dif
appointment in his afpiring views. The pope, Adrian 
VI. died; and Clement VII. of the family of MeJicis, 
was eletl:ed in his place, by the concurrence of the impe
rial party. \V ol fey could now perceive the infincerity of 
the emperor, and he concluded that that prince would 
never fecond his pretenfions to the papal chair. As he 
highly refented this injury, he began thenceforth to 
efi:range himfdf from the imperial court, and to pave 
the way for an union between his mafi:er and the French 
king. Meanwhile, he concealed his difo-ufi: · and after 

b ' 

congratulating the new pope on his promotion, applied 
for a continuation of the legantine powers, which the two 
former popes had conferred upon him. Clement, know-

x See aote [B] at the end of the volume, 
Herbert. 

Y Speed. Hail. 
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ing the importance of gaining his fr!endfhip, granted him c !I, A P. 

a commiffion for life; and by thi:> unufual conccffion, he~ 
in a manner transferred to him the whole papal autho- 1523· 

rity in Enr-land. In fome particulars, \V olfcy made a 
good ufe of this exteniive power. He cre~cJ two col-
leges, one at Oxford, another at Ipfwich, the place of 
his nativity: He fought, all over Europe, for learned 
men to fupply the chairs of thefe colleges : And in order 
to be.ltow endowments on them, he fupprcffed fome fmaller 

monafreries, and difrributed the monks into ·other con-
vents. The execution of this projetl: became the lefs 
difficult for him, becaufe the Romifh c urch egan to 
perceive, that :lhe overaboundcJ in monks, and . that ihe 
wanted fome fupply of learn;ng, in order to oppofe the 
inquifi.tive, or rather difputative, humour of the re-
formers. 

THE confederacy againfr France ·fccmcd more formi
dable than ever, on the openit'lg of this campaign z. 

Adrian, before his death, had rencvvcd t!1e lea~ue with 

Charles and Henry. The V cnetians h?..d been induced 
to defert the French alli;mcc, and to form engagements 
for fecuring Francis Sforza, brother to :rv1aximilian, in 
poili fiion of the I\1:1an fe. 'I'hc Florcntines, the Juk.es 

of Fcrrara and l\1antua, and all the powers of taly com
bined in the fame n eafur~. The er: 'X'ro!" in p"i'fcn JLC

naced France with a powerful invalion on the :fi.Je of 
Guicnnc : The forces of England and the N cthcrlands 
hovered over Picardy: A numerous bod: ofGrrmans were 
preparing to ra\ age Burgumiy : Dut all t!H fc periLs from 
foreign enemies \ ere lcfs threatening thrn a domdlic 
confp.racy, v:hich had been formed, an 1 which was 
now come to full maturity, againft the French m ... narch. 

CHA LES duke of Bol.}rbon, conibblc of France, was 
a prince of the moit fhining mc.;-it; ~nu, bdidc.s d!.r:n-

z Gu! cia:dini1 lib. 14. 
VoL.IV. E guifhino-
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c H A P. o-uilhino- himfelf in many military entcrprizes, he was 
XXIX. b o . 1' fl.. } • h be ~ adorned wtth every accomp nument, w uc came a per· 

15Z3. fon of his high £btion. His virtues, embellilhed with 
the graces of youth, had made fuch .impre.ffion on Louife 

of Savoy, Francis's mother, that, without regard to the 
inequality of their years, fue made him propofals of 

marriage; and meeting with a repulfe, lhc formed fchemes 

of unrelenting vengeance againft him. She was a wo
man, falfe, deceitful, vindictive,. malicious; but, un
happily for Franee, had, by her capacity, which WAS 

confiderable, acquired an abfolute afcendant over her fon. 

By her infrigation, Francis put many affronts on the 
confrabk, which it was difficult for a gallant fpirit to 

endure; and at laft he permitted Louife to profecute a 

lawfuit againfr him,. by which, on the mofr frivolous. 

pretences, he was deprived of his ample poifeilions ;- and 

inevitable ruin was brought upon him. 

BouRBON, provoked at all thefe indignities, and 

·~hinking:, that, if any injuries could juftify a man in re

belling againfr his prince and country, he muH: fl:and ac

quitted, had entered into a fecret correfpondence with the

emperor and the king of England a. Francis, pertinaci

ous in his purpofc of reco\'eting the }.'lilanefe, had pro

pofed to lead his army in perfon into Italy; and Bour

bon, who feigned ficknefs, in order to have a pretence for 

fraying behind, intended, as foon as the king iliould have 
croffed the Alps, to raife an infurre8..ion r.:mono- his nu-b 

merous vaffals, by whom he was cxtremel y beloved, :tfl.d 
to introdu.cc foreign enemies into the heart of the king-, 

dom. Francis got intimation of his defign; but not be

ing expeditious enough in fecuring fo dangerous a foe, the 
eonfiable made his cfcape b; and entering into the empe

.J;or's fcrvice, employed aU the foice of his enterprizin~ 

a M~oires du Bellay~ liv. z. b Belcarius1 lib, I1• 

z fpirit. 
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fpirit and his great talen,ts for war to the prejudice of his c H A P; 
. . XXIX. natrve country. t ...J 

THE king of England, defirous that Francis ihould 152 3• 

undertake his Italian expeditioH, did not openly threaten 
Picardy tnis year with an invafion ; and it was late be..: 
fore the duke of Suffolk; who commanded the Engliih 
forces, paired over to Calais. He was ttcnded by the 24th Aug. 

lords Montacute, Herbert~ Ferrars, Morney, Sandys, 
Berkeley, Powis; and many other noblemen and gentle.: 
men c. The Englilh army, reinforced by fome troops, Invafion' o , 

d fi h . r f C l . France• rawn · rom t e garruon o a ars, amounted to about 
12,000 men; and having joined an equal number of 
Flemings under the count de Burcn, they prepared for 
an invafion of France. The fiege of Boulogne was firR: 
propofed ; but that enterprize appearing difficult, it was· 
thought mare advifable to leave this town behind them. 
The frontier of Picardy was very ill provided with troops; 
and the only defence of that province was the activity of 
the French officers, who infefted the allied army in their 
march, and threw garrifons, with great expedition, into 
every town,, which was threatened by them. After coafr= 
ing the Somme, and paffing Hedin, Montrei.iil, Dourlens; 
the Englifh and Flemings prefented thcmfelves before 
Bray, a place of fmall force, which commanded a bridge 
over that river. Here they were refolved to pafs, and, if 
poffible, to take up winter-quarterS' in France; but Crequi' 
threw himfelf into the town, and feemed refolute to de-
fend it. The allies attacked hi.m with vigour arid fuc-' 
cefs; and when he retreated over the bridge; they purfuetf 
him fo hotly, that they allowed him not time to break it 
down, but paired it along with him; and totally routed' 
his army. They next advanced to I\·1ontdidier, whiclr 
hey bcfieged and took by capitulation. 1t1eeting with n ' 

t>ppofition, they proceeded to the river Oife, within eh:-

c Herbert. 

.E 2 eri 
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C H A_ P. ven leagues of Paris, and threw that city into great con-
XXL\.. " 11 d · h ~ fiernation; till the duke of Vendome hauene vnt 

1 523· fome forces to its relief. The confederates, afraid of 
being furrounded, and reduced to extremities during fo 
.adv.::mced. a feafon, thought proper to retreat. Montdidier 
was abandoned: And the Engliili and Flemings, without 
effecting any thing, retired into their refpetl:ive countries. 

FRA ~cE defended herfelf from the other invafions with 

equal facility and equal good fortune. Twelve thoufand 
Lanfquenets broke into Burgundy under the command 
of the count of Fudl:enberg. The count of Guife, who 
defended that frontier, had nothing t~ oppofe to them but 
fome militia, and about nine hundred heavy-armed ca
valry. He threw the militia into the garrifon-towns; 
and with his cavalry, he kept the field, and fo haraffed 
the Germans, that they were glad to make their retreat 

into Lorraine. Guifc attacked them as they pafTed the 
11eufe .. put them into diforder, and cut off the greatcft 

part of th ir rear. t 

THE emperor made great preparations on the fide of 
.Navarre; and tho tgh that frontier was well guarded by 
nature, it feernt;d now expofed to danger from this pow

.erful invafion which threatened it. Charles befieged Fon
tarabia, rhich a few years before had fallen into Francis's 
hands ; and when he had drawn tl:ithez: Lautrec, the 
_ reP.ch general, he of a fuddcn raifed the fiege, and fat 

.down before Ba;·onnc. Lautrec, aware of that fhata

.,~em, made a fudden march, and threw himfelf into Bay
onne, which he deft;ndcd with fuch vio-our and couraa-e 

b 6 ' 
that the Spania::-ds v:ere conftraincd to raife the fiege. 
'"I'he emperor would have been totally unfortunate on this 
fide, had he not turned back upon F ontarabia, a ad, con
trary to the advice . of all his g nerals, fat down, i!1 the 

. 'nter feafon, before that city, well fortified and fhongly 
garrifoncd. The CO\Vardice or mifcor duB: of the govcr· 

nor 
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nor faved him from the fhamc of a new difappointmcnt. c H A P. 

The place was fm·rendered in a few days ; and the empe-~ 
ror, having .finifl1ed this enterprize, put his troops into 1523; 

winter-quarters. 
So obfiinatc was Francis in profecuting his Italian ex- Itali nwars, 

pedition, that, notwithfianding thefe numerous invafions, 
with which his kingdom was menaced on every fide, he 
had determined to lead in perfon a powerful army to the 
conquefi of Milan. The intelligence of Bourbon's re-. 

volt and efcape fropped him at Lyoqs; and fearing fome 

infurrcccion in the kingdom from the intrigues of a man 
fo powerful and fo much beloved, he thought it prudent 
to remain in France, and to fend forward his army, un-

der the command of admiral Bonnivet. The dutchy of 
l\tiilan had bee11 purpofely left in a condition fomewhat 
defencelefs, with a view of alluring Francis to attack it, 
and thereby facilitating the enterprizes of Bourbon; and 
no fooner nad Bonnivct palled the Tefin, than the army 
of the league, and even. Profpcr Colonna, who com-
manded it, a prudent general, were in the utmoft confu-
fion. It is agreed, that if Ronnivet had immediately ad-
vanced to Milan, th:1t great city, on which the whole 

dutchy depends, would ha 'e opened its gates without re-

fiftance : But as he v;afl:cd his tirne in frivolous enter-

prizes, Co1onna had opportunity to reinforce the garrifon, 

and to put the place in a pofrurc of defence. Bonnivet 

was now obliged to att~mpt reducing the city by block-

ade and famine ; and he took poHcffion of all the po£b, 

which commanded the paffagcs to it. But the army of 
the league, meanwhile, was not unaB:ive; and they fo 
fl:raitencd and har;;-.flecl the quarters of the Fret!ch, that 

it feemcd more likely the l~tter would themfelves perifu 
by famine, than reduce the; city to that extremity. Sick- 1514• 

nefs and fat:gue and w<1nt had wafted them to fuch a de-

gree, that they were ready to raife the block~d.c.; and 

E 3 thcit 
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c H A P·their only hopes confifted in a great body ofSwifs, whicq 
XXIX, . F I d h r. ~ was levied for the ferv1ce of the ~ rend. cu~g, an w ote 
~S2t· arrival was every day expected. But thcfe mountaineers 

no fooner came within fight of the Frenc!l camp, than 
they :fi:opped from a fudden cafirice and 1efentment; and 
inftead of joining Bonmvet, they fcnt orders to a gr .at 
body of their countrymen, who then fcrved under him~ 
immediately to begin their march, and to return hone in 
their company e. After this defertion of the Swifs, Bon
nivet had no other cht>ice, but that of making his retreat, 
fs fafl: as poffible, into France. 

THE French being thus expelled Italy,. the pope, the 
Venc tians, the F~orentine~ were fatisfied with the advan
tage obtained over them, and were refolved to profecute 
their vitl:ory no farther~ All thefe powers,. efpecially 
Clement, had entertained a violent jealoufy of the empe
for's ambition; and their fufpicions were extremely aug
~ented, when they faw him refufe the invefiiture of Mi
lan, a fief of the empire, to Francis Sforza, whofe title 
he had acknowledged, and whofe defence he had em
braced f, They all concluded, that he intended to put 
himfelf in poffeffion of that important dutchy, and reduce 
~taly to fubjection: Clement in particular, actuated by 
this jealoufh proceeded fo far in oppofition to the empe
ror, that he fent orders to his nuncio at London to me
cliate a reconciliation between France and England. But 
~fFairs were not yet fully ripe for this change. Wolfey, 
~ifgufied with the emperor~ but frill more aCl:uated by 
vain-glory, was determined that he himfelf :lhould hav8 
the re-!1-own of bringing about that great alteration; and 
~e engaged the king to reject the pope's mediation. .A 
new trt:aty was even concluded between Henry and Char le~ 
for the invafio~ of France. Charles fiipulated to fupply 

e Guicciarrlini, lib. J S• Memoires du Bellay, Jiy, 2.o 
~ Guicciardini ~ lib. 1 S• 
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the duke of Bourbon with a powerful army, in order to C H A P. 
. . XXIX. 

~onquer Provence and Dauphmy: Henry agreed to pay ...__,--..J 

him a hundred thoufand crowns for the firfl: month; after 15z4. 

which, he might eith.er chufe to continue the fame month-

ly _payments, or invade Picardy with a powerful army. 

Bourbon was to poficfs thefe provinces with the title of 

king; but to hold them in fee of Henry as king of France. 

The dutchy of Burgundy was to be given to Charles : 

The reil: of the kingd.om to Henry. 

THIS chimerical partition immediately failed of execu

tion in the article, which was moll: eafily performed : 

Bourbon rcfufcd to acknowledge Henry as king of France. 

His enterprizc, however, againfr Provence frill took place. 

A numerous army of Imperialifrs invaded that country 

under his command and that of the marquis of Pefcara. 

They laid fiege to Marfeilles, which, being wea1"'ly gar

rifoned, they expeB:cd to carry in a little time: But the 

citizens defended themfelves with fuch valour and otfl:i .. 

nacy, that Bourbon and Pefcara, who heard of the Frc c.h 

king's approach with a numerous army, fo11nd thcrr1-

. fel ves under a neceffity of railing the fiege ; and they 

led their forces, weakened, baffled, and dilhcartened, mto 

Italy. 

FRANCIS might now have enjoyed in fafety the glory 

of repulfing all his enemies, in every attempt wni:h 

th 'Y had hit' erto nude of invading his kingdom : But 

Jts he received intelligence, that the king of England, 

difcour.aged by his former fruitlefs entcrprizcs, and dJf

gufied with the emperor, was making no preparations for 

ny attempt on Picardy, his ancient ardour feized him 

for the conquefi: of Milan; and, notwithfi:anding the 

advanced feafon, he was immediately determined, con

trary to the advice of his wifefi: counfellors, to lead his 

army into Italy. 
HE paffed the Alps at Mount Cenis, and no fooner ap- The kiGf 

. . of P'• flC'C 

peared in P1edmont) than he threw the whole 1\1xlanefeir . ~ , 
E .+ into .. ~"1} • 
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C HA P. into confiernation. The forces of the emperor and Sforza 
XXIX. F . b r f, .. t ~ retired to Lodi ; and had ranCis cen 10 ortuna~.e as o 
1 524· purfue them, they had abandoned that place, and had 

been totally difperfed g : But his ill fate led him to be
:fiege Pavia, a town of confiderable firength, well-garri

foncd, and defended by Leyva, one of the bravefl: officers 
in the Spaniih fervicc. Every attempt, which the French 
king made to gain this important pL1ce, proved fruitlefs. 
He battered the walls, and made brc2..chcs ; but by the vi
gilance of Leyva, new retrenchments were infl:antly 
thrown up behind t c breaches : He attempted to divert 
the courfe of the Tefin, which ran by one fide of the 
city, and defended it; but an inundation of the river de
:!h-oycd in one night all the moun 's, which the foldiers, 
dUJ ing a long t;mc, and with infinite labour, had been 
erecting. Fatigue and the bad feafon (for it was the 

15z5. depth of winter) had \Vafied the French army. The im
perial generals me::tn while were no't idle. Pefcara and 
Lannoy, viceroy of Naples, affem bled forces from all 
quarLrs. BourLon, having pawned his jewels, went into 
G~rmany, and with the money, aid-.d by his perfonal in

terell, levi'''~ a body of twelve thoufand Lanfquenets, 
\vith which he joi~.cd the impcrial.ifls. This whole army 
advanced to raife the fiege of I avia; and the danger to 
the French became every day more imminent. 

THE ib.tc of Europe was f~1ch, <luring that age, that, 
partly from want of commerce and indufhy every where, 
except in I aly and the Low Countries, partly from the 
xtenfive privilc;;cs !till pol1cffcd by the people in all the 

great monarc hi s, and their frugal maxims in granting 
money, the re •enucs of t'lc princes were extremely nar
ro'.-;, and even the fmall armi s, ·which they kept on foot, 

co~dd not be regulariy paid by t:1 m. The imperial for
ces, con.~m~ndeJ by Bourbon, Pcf'-ara, and Lannoy, ex-

.. Guitciardini, lib. 15. D:.: Bella:, lib, 2, 

cecdcd 
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ceeded not twenty thoufand men; they were the only C H A P. 

body of troops maintained by the emperor (for he had not ~ 
been able to levy any army for the invafion of France, tszs. 
either on the fide of Spain or Flanders). Yet fo poor 
was that mighty monarch, that he could tranfmit no 
money for the payment of this army ; and it was chiefly 
the hopes of :lharing the plunder of the French camp, 
which had made them advance, and kept tli m to their 

fiandards. Had Francis raifed the u'ege before their ap-

proach, and retired to Milan, they mu:fl: immediately have 
difbanded; and he had obtained a complete viB:ory, with-
out danger or bloodlhed. But it was the character of this 
monar~h, to become obfiinate in proportion to the diffi-
culties which he encountered; and having once faid, that 
he would take Pavia or perifh before it, he was refolved 
rather to endure the utmofi extremities than depart from 

this refolution. 
THE imperial generals, after cannonading the French z 5th Feb. 

camp for feveral days, at laft made a general affault, and PBat~le ofd 
av1a, an 

broke into the intrenchmcnts. Leyva fallicd from the captivity of 

f {j Fr:mcis, 
town, and encreafed the con u ton among the beftegers. 
The Swifs infantry, contrary to their ufual praB:ice, 
behaved in a dafiardly manner, and deferted their 
po:fl:. Francis's forces were put to rout; and he himfelf, 
furrounded by his enemies, after fighting with heroic va-
lour, and killing feven men with his own hand, was at 
la:fl: obliged to furrender himfelf prifoncr. Almo:fl: the 
whole army, full of nobility and brave officers, either 

perifhed by the fword, or were drowned in the river. 

The few, who efcaped with their lives, fell into the 

hands of the enemy. 

THE emperor received this ncv:s by Pcnnalofa, who 

paflcd through France, by means of a fafe-conducr, 
gr-anted him by the captive king. The moderation, 

whicl he difplayed on this occafion, bad it been fincere, 

would 
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C H A P. would have done him great honour. Infl:ead of rejoicing, 
~~~X~ he expreifed fympathy with Francis's ill fortune, and dif-

JSzs. covered his fenfe of thofe calamities, to which the greatefl: 
monarchs are expo fed h. He refufed the city of Madrid 
permiffion to make any public expreffions of triumph; 
and faid that he referved all his exultation, till he fhould 
be able to obtain fome viB:ory over the infidels. He fent 
orders to his frontier garrifons to commit no hofl:ilities 
upon France. He fpoke of concluding immediately a 
peace on reafonable terms. But all this feeming mode
ration was only hypocrify, fo much the more dangerous 
as it was profound. And he was wholly occupied in form
ing fchemes, how, from this great incident, he might 
draw the utmoft advantage, and gratify that exorbitant 
ambition, by which, in all his actions, he was ever 
'governed. 

THE fame Pennalofa, in pa:Ring through France, car
ried alfo a letter from Francis to his mother, whom he 
had left regent, and who then refided at Lyons. It con
tained only thefe few words, Madam, all is lojl, except our 
honour. The princcfs was fl:ruck with the greatnefs of 
the calamity. She faw the kingdom without a fovereign, 
without an army, without generals, without money; fur
rounded on every fide by implacable and victorious ene
mies : And her chief refource, in her prefent difireifes, 
were the hopes, which fhe entertained, of peace and even 
of affiftance from the king of England. 

HAD the king entered into the war aga:nfl: France frorn 
any concerted political views, it is evident, that the vic
tory of Pavia, and the captivity of Francis, were the moft 
fortunate incidents that could have befallen him, and the 
only ones that could render his fchemes effectual. 'Vhile 
the war was carried on in the. former feeble manner, with
out any decifive advantage, he might have been able to 

la Vera, hifl:, de Charl. v. 

po[efs 
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poffefs himfelf of fome frontier town, or perhaps of a C H A P. 

fmall territory, of which he could not have kept poffeffion, ~ 
without expending much more than its value. By fome 1 5".5· 

fignal calamity alone, which annihilated the power of 
France, could he hope to acquire the dominion of confi-
derable provinces, or difmember that great monarchy, fo 
affectionate to its own government and its own fovereigns. 
But as it is probable, that Henry had never before carried 
his reflections fo far, he was ftartled at this important 
~vent, and became fenfible of his own danger, as well as 
that of all Europe, from the lofs of a proper counterpoife to 
the power of Charles. Inftead of taking advantage, there- Henry em~ 

fore, of thr· diftrefTed condition of France, he was deter- :r~~~~:~:r 
mined to lend her affifiapce in her prefent calamities; and Fran". 

as the glory of generofity, in railing a fallen enemy, con-
curred with his political interefrs, he hefitated the lcfs in 
embracing thefe new meafures. 

SoME difgufts alfo had previoufly taken place between 
Charles and Henry, and frill more between Charles and 
\Volfey; and that powerful minifier waited only for a 
favourable opportunity of revenging the difappointments 
which he had met with. The behaviour of Charles, im
mediately after the viCtory of Pavia, gave him occafion to 
revive the king's jealoufy and fufpicions. The emperor 
fo ill fupported the app~arance of moderation, which he 
at firft aflumed, that he had already changed his ufual 
fiyle to Henry; and inftead of writing to him with his 
own hand, and fubfcribing himfelf your affellionate fon and 

roujin; he diCtated his letters to a fecretary, and limply 
fubfcribed himfelf Charles i. Wolfey alfo perceived a 
diminution in the careffes and profeffions, with which the 
emperor's letters to him were formerly loaded; and this 
!aft imprudence, proceeding from the intoxication of fuc· 

ce.fs~ 
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CH A ?. cefs was probably more dano-erous to Charles's inteteih 
XXIX, ' 

0 

~than the other. 
J5z5. HENRY, thoun-h immediately determined to embrace 

b • 

new meafures, was careful to fayc appearances in the 
chann-e · and he caufed reJ· oicino-s to be every where made 

b ' b 

on account of the viCtory of Pavia, and the captivity of 
Francis. He publicly difmiffed a Frenc~1 envoy, whom 
he had formerly allowed, notwithfranding the war, to re
fide at London k : But upon the regent of France's fub
miffive applications to him, he again opened a correfpon
dence with her; and befides affuring her of his friendfhip 
and proteCtion, he exaCted 2. promife, that fhe never would 
confent to the difmembering of any province from the mo
narchy for her [on's ranfom. With the emperor, however, 
he put on the appearance of vigour and enterprize ; and 
in order to hJ.ve a pretence for breaking with him, he dif
patched Tonfi:al, bifhop of London, to Madrid, with pro
pofals for a powerful im'afion of France. He required, 
that Charles fuould immediately enter Guienne at the 
head of a great army, in order to put him in poffeffion 
of that province ; and he demanded the payment of large 
fums of m~ney, which that prince had borrowed from 
him in his laft vifit at London. He knew, that the em
pf'ror was in no condition of fulfilling either of thefe de
mands ; and that he had as little inclination to make him 
mafl:cr of fuch confiderable territories upon the frontiers 
of Spain. 

ToNST AL likewife, after his arrival at Madrid, in
formed his m after, that Charles, on his part, urged fcveral 
complaints againfr England; and in particular was djf_ 
1leafed with Henry, becaufe lafr year he had neither con
tinued his m01.thly payments to Bourbon, nor invacled 
Picardy, according to his fiipulations. Tonfi:al added, 
that, infiead of expreffing an int~ntion to efpoufe Mary, 

k Du Bel!Jy 1 liv, iii, Stowe, p. 12 ~· Baker, p. 2 7 3• 
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when fhe fhould be of age, the emperor had hearkened to C H A • 
. . . . XXIX. 

propofals, for marrymg h1s mece !fabella, pnncefs of~ 
Portugal; and that he had entered into a feparate treaty IS:r.s. 

with Francis, and feemed determined to reap alone all 

the advantages of the fuccefs, with which fortune had 

crowned his arms. 
THE king, influenced by all thefe motives, concluded 3cth Av:

at Moore his alliance with the regent of France, and 
engaged to procure her fon his liberty on reafonable con-
ditions J : The regent alfo, in another treaty, acknow-
ledged the kingdom Henry's debtor for one million eight 
hundred thoufand crowns, to be difcharged in half 
yearly payments of fifty thoufand crowns : After which, 
Henry was to receive, during his own life, a yearly pen-
fion of a hundred thoufand crowns. Notwithfl:anding 
hi.s generofity, he could not forbear taking advantage of 
the calamitous fituation of France, in order to exaCt: this 
lucrative condition from her. A large prefent of a hun-
dred thoufand crowns was alfo made to \V oliey, for his 
good offices, but covered under the pretence of arre:1rs 

due on the penfion granted him for relinquifhing the ad
minifl:ration of Tournay. 

MEANWHILE, Henry, forefeeing, that this treaty 
with France might involve him in a war with the empe
ror, w~s alfo determined to fill his treafury by impofi
tions upon his own fubjeB:s; and as the parliament had 
difcovered fome reluCl:ance in complying with his de
m:l.nds, he followed the counfcl of WoW~y, and refolved 
to make ufe of his prcrob:ttive alone for th:tt purpofe. 
He iiTucd commiffions to all the counties of England, for Difcontents 

lev"ino- four fhillings in the pound upon the clergy of tb.e E -
) b V ) lilh 

three ihillings and four pence upon the laity; and io • 
uncontroulable did he deem his authority, th::tt he took 
110 care to cover, as formerly, this arbitrary exaCtion,. 

1 D1,1 Tillet, Recueil des Traites de Lconard, tom. z. He1bert, , 

7 . even 
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~ H A P. even under the flender pretence of a loan. But he fvori 
XXIX. found, that he had ptefumed too far on the paffive fub..: 
~ million of his fubjeB:s. The people, difpleafed with an 

exaB:ion beyond what was ufually levied in thofe days; 
and farther difgufl:ed w:th the illegal method of impofing 
it, broke out in murm11rs, complaints,. oppofition to the 
t:ommiffioners; and their refraCtory difpofition even threat
ened a general infurreaion. Henry had the prudence to 
:Hop fhort, in that da~gerous path, into which he had 
entered. He fent lett(rs to all the counties; declaring,. 
that he meant no force by this laft impofition, and that 
he would ake nothing from his fubjeCts but by way or" 
hmevolence. He flattered himfelf, that his condefcenfion 
in employing that difguife would fatisfy the people, and 
that no one would dare to render himfelf obnoxious tO' 
.royal authority, by refufing any payment required of him 
in this manner. But the fpirit of oppofition was once 
.roufed, and could not fo eafily be quieted at pleafure. 
A lawyer in the city oljeCl:ing the ftatute of Richard Ill. 
by which benevolences were for ever abolilhed, it was • replied by the court, tlnt, Richard being an ufurper, and 
his parliament a faetiou; affembly, his fiatutes could not 
bind a lawful and abfolzte monarch, who held his crown 
by hereditary right, and needed not to court the favour 
of a licentious popula<e m. The judges even went fo 
far as to affirm pofitively, that the king might exact by 
£ommiffion any fum lE pleafed; and the privy council 
gave a ready affent to t~is decree, which annihilated the 
mofr valuable privilege of the people, and rendered all 
their other privileges precarious. Armed with fuch for
midable authority,. of fi)yal prerogative and a pretence of 
law~ \V olfey fent for t'le mayor of London, and defired 
to know what he was villing to give for the fupply of 
his majefiy's neceffities. The mayor feemed defirous · 

.. 7 

• · Herb::Jt. HaU. 

l>efore 
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before he fhould declare himfelf, to confult the common c H A P. 

council; but the cardinal required, that he and all the ~~ 
aldermen 1hould feparately confer with himfelf about the •szs. ' 
benevolence; and he eluded by that means the danger of 

a formed oppofition. l\1atters, however, went not fo 
fmoothly in the country. An infurreCtion was begun in 

fome places ; but as the people were not headed by any 
confiderable perfon, it was eafy for the duke of Suffolk, 
and the earl of Surrey, now duke of Norfolk, by em-
ploying perfuafion and authority, to imiuce the ring .. 
leaders to lay down their arms, and furrender themfelves 

prifoners. The king, finding it dangerous to punifh 

criminals, engaged in fo popular a caufe, was determined, 

notwithfranding his violent, imperious temper, to grant 
them a general pardon ; and he prudently imputed their 
guilt, not to their want of loyalty or affeCtion, but to 

their poverty. The offenders were carried before the ftar
chamber; where, after a fevere charge brought againft 
them by the king's council, the cardinal faid, " ~""'hat,. 

" notwithftandin r their grievous offence, the king, in 
" confideration of tlleir neceffities, had granted them 
" his gracious pardon, upon condition, that they would· 
" find fureties for their future good behaviour." But 
they replying, that they had no fureties, the cardinal 
firft, and after him the duke of Norfolk, faid, that 

they would be bound for them. Upon which they were 
difmiifed n. 

THESE arbitrary jmpofitions, being generally imputed 
to the counfels of the cardinal, encreafed the general 
odium, under which he laboured; and the clemency of 
the pardon, being afcribed to the king, was confidered 
as an atonement on his part for the illegality of the mea
fure. But Wolfey, fupported both by royal and papal, 

~uthority, proceeded, without fcruple, to violate all ec-

~ Hu~e•t, Haij, Stowe, p. s~S· Holingihed1 p. 891• 

clefiafrical 
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C H A p. clefiafrical privileges, which, during that age, were much 
XXIX. . .1 d h . .1 d . h t ~ more facred than CIVI ; an avmg once prev~1 e m t a 

· 1525· unufual attempt of fuppreffing fome monafrenes, he kept 
all the refr in awe, and exercifed over them an arbitrary 
jurifdiCtion. By his commi:ffion as legate, he was im
powered to vifit them, and reform them, and chafiife 
their irregularities; and he employed his ufual agent, 
All en, in the exercife of this :mthority. The religious 
.J:loufes were obliged to compound for their guilt, real or 
pretended, by giving large fums to the cardinal or his 
deputy ; and this oppreffion was carried fo far, that it 
reached at lafr the king's ears, which were not commonly 
open to complaints againfr his f2.vourite. W olfey had 
built a fplendid palace at Hampton-court, which he 
probably intended, as well as that of Y ork-place in Weft
minfrer, for his own refidence; but fearing the encreafe 
of envy on account of this magnificence, and defirous to 
appeafe the king, he made him a prefent of that building, 
and told him, that, from the firft, he had ereCted it for 
his ufe. 

The abfolute authority, poffeffed by the king, rendered 
his domeftic government, both over his people and his 
minifters, eafy and expeditious : The conduCt of foreign 
aff'ai•s alone required effort and application ; and they 
were now brought to fuch a fituation, that it was no 
longer fafe for England to be entirely neutral. The 
feigned moderation of the emperor was of fuort duration ; 
and it was foon obvious to all the world, that his great 
dominions, far from gratifying his ambition, were onlv re
garded as the means of acquiring an empire more exte~five. 
The terms which he demanded of his prifoner, were fuch 
as. muft for ever have annihilated the power of France, 
and deftroyed the balance of Europe. ,'I'hefe terms were 
propofed to Francis, foon after the battle of Pavia, while 
he was detained in Pizzighito9-e; and as he had hitherto 

· trufted fomewhat to the emperor's generofity, the difap
pointment 
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t>ointment excited in his brcafr the mofr lively indigna- C H A P. 
XXIX. 

tion. He faid, that he would rather live and die a '-v--J 
prifoner than agree to difm~mber his kingdom; and that, 15~5. 
even were he fo bafe as to fubmit to fuch conditions, his 
fubjeB:s would never permit him to carry them iuto exe-
cutio~. 

FRANCIS was encouraged . to perfifr in demanding 
more moderate terms, by the favourabl~ accounts, which 
he heard of Henry's difpofitions towards him, and of the 
alarms, which had feized all the chief powers in Italy, 
upon his defe~t and captivity. He was uneafy, however, FranciHe

to be fo far difrant from the emperor with whom he Mmnvde~~t'> 
a n~. 

rnufr treat; and he expreffed his defire (which was com-
plied with) to be removed to Madrid, in hopes that a 
perfonal interview would operate in his favour, and that 
Charles, if not influenced by his minifrers, might be 
found poffeffed of the fame franknefs of difpofition, by 
which he himfelf was ~ifringui!hed. He wc.s focn con
vinced of his miih:kc. Partly h-om \Vant of cxcrcifc, 
partly from reflexions on his prefcnt melanc110ly fitua
tion, he fell into a languiihing illnefs; which bcg~t 
apprehcnfions in Charles, left the dc::-.~h of his captive 
:lhould bereave him of all thofe advantages, wi1ic:1 he 
propofcd to extort from him. He tl1cn i'aid him a vi:fit 
in the cafi:le of l\1adrid ; and as he ?..ppro,tchcd the bed 
jn which Francis lay, the f:ck mon:irch called to him, 
" You come, Sir, to vifit your prifon r." " No," 
replied the emperor, " I come to Yif:t my brother, ~nd 
" my friend, who ihall foon obtain his liberty." H.: 
foothed hi~ affiictions with many fpccches of a like na
ture, which had fo good an efreC'r> that the king daily 
r~covered 0 

; and thenceforth employed h;mfe1 r in con
~rting with the minifrers of th~ emperor the t~r:ns of 
his treaty. 

o Hu!.Jert, Ce Vera, S.-.ndov;tl. 

VoL. IV. }i' AT 
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c ff A P. AT lafl: the cmn1 eror dreadinO' a general combination 
XX'X ' ~ 

, ~·- · . ao-ain:fl: him v;as wilEnp- to abate fomewhat of his rigour; 
----v-~ 0 ' ~ 

• 526. and the tr<:aty of ~vlaclrid was figned, l:>y which, it was 
14ti1 Jan. h d' rr hoped, an end would be finally put to t e mcrences 

between thefc great monarchs. 'T'hc principal condition 

was the rdloring of Francis's liberty, and the delivery 

of his two dddl: fons as hofl:ages to the emperor for the 

ceffion of Burgundy : If any difficulty lhoul~ afterwards 

occur in the execution of this lafl: article, from the oppo

fition of the Hates, either of France or of that province, 

Francis fl:ipul:ttctl, that, in fix weeks time, he fhould return 

to his prifon, and remain there till the full performance 

of the treaty. There were many other articles in this 

famous convention, a11 of them extremely fevere againft 

the captive monarch; and Charles difcovered evidently 

his intention of reducing Italy,. as well as France, to-

, fubjeB:ion and. dependance. 

r\1A. ·y of Charles's minifters forefaw, that Francis, 

how folemn foe\> er the oaths, promifes, and proteftations 

exaetcd of him, never would execute a treaty, fo difad

vantageous, or rather ruinous and deftrucrive, to him

:fclf, his pofierity, and his country. By putting Burgundy., 

they faid, into the emperor's hands, he gave his powerful 

enemy an entrance into the heart of the kingdom: By 
fac-ificing his allies in Italy, he deprived himfelf of fo

reign affifl:ancc; and a1 ming his oppreffor with the whole 

force and wealth of that opulent country, rendered him 

abfolutcly irrdifiable. To thefc great views of intereft, 

' were added the motives, no lefs cogent, of paffion and 

rcfentment; while Francis, a prince, who piqued him· 

felf on generofity, reReeted on the rigour with which he 

had been trcat(d du:-ing his cap~ivity, and the fevcre 

tt:rms which h~d been exacted of him for the recovery 

of his liberty. It was alfo forefcen, that the emula

tion and rivaHhip, which had fo long fubfifred between 
thc:c 
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thefe two monarchs, would make him feel the fi-rongefl: c H A P. 

1 n • Ll' h r. · • •n_ XJ;::JX, re uccmce on y1e.umg t 1e 1upenonty to an antagonnr·, '--'....---J 

who, by the whole tenor of his conduCt, he would be 1526, 

apt to think, !12.<.1 fhewn himfelf fo little worthy of that 
advantage, which fortune, and fortune alone, had put 
into his hands. His miniflers, his friends, his fubjetl:s, 
his allies~ would be fure, with one voice, to inculcate 
on him, hat the firfr objecr of a prince, was the pre~ 

.. fer .. Ltio 1 of his people; and that the laws of honour, 
whic1, ,:ith a private man, ought to be ~bfolutcly fu
prel , , and fuperior to all interefi:s, were, with a fovc
reign, fubonlinate to the great duty of enfuring the fafcty 
of his country. Nor could it be imagined, that Fran
cis would be fo romc.ntic in his principles, as not tt 

hearl.::cn to a cafuiftry, which was fo plaufible in itfclf, 
and which fo much flattered all the paffions, by vvhich, 
either as a prince or a man, he was frrongly actuated. 

FRANCIS, on entering his own dominions, delivered 1 SthMarch. 

his two eldefi: fons as hoflao-es into the hands of the Franci• r::-
0 covers hi:o 

Spaniards. He mounted a Turkiih horfe, and ir 1mcdi- hbmy. 

ately putting him to the gallop, he waved his hand, and 
cried alotid fevcral times, 1 am yet a king. He foon 
reached Bayonne, where he was joyfully received by the 
regent and his whol~ court. He immediately wrote to 
Henry; acknowledging that to his good offices alone he 
owed his liberty, and protcfi:ing, that he {houlJ be en-
tirely governed by his counfds in all tr::nfaCl:ions vvith 
the emperor. vVhen the Spani!h envoy demanded his 
ratification of the treaty of Madrid, now that he had 
fully recovered his liberty, he declined the propofal ; 
under colour, that it was previoufly necefi~ry to affemble 
the States both of France and of Burgun y, and to ob-
tain their confent. The States of Burgundy foon met; 
and declaring againfr the claufe, which contained an en
gagement for ali~nating their province, they exprefied 

F 2 their 
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c H A P. their refolution of oppofing, even by force of arms, the 
XX'X. d . 11. • 1 Th . 
1sz.6. execution of fo ruinous an unJun an artlc e. e nn-

c.....--.,..--. perial minifrer then required, that Francis, in conform
ity to the treaty of Madrid, fhould now return to his 
prifon; but the French monarch, infread of complying, 
made public the treaty, which, a little before, he had 

u:l May. fccretly concluded at Cogr1ac, againfr the ambitious 
fchemes and ufurpations of the emperor P. 

THE pope, the Venetians, and other Italian frates, 
.who were deeply interefied in thefc events, had been 'Held 
in the mofr anxious fufpence with regard to the refolu· 
tions, which Francis fhould take, after the recovery of 
.his liberty ; and Clement, in particular, who fufpeB:ed, 
that this prince would never execute a treaty fo hurtful 

to his intcrefis, and even defl:rueti\'e of his independancy, 
had very frankly offered him a difpenfation from all his_ 

oaths and engagements. Francis remained not in fuf
pence; but entered immediately into the confederacy 
propofcd to him. It was fiipulated, by that king, the 
pope, the V enctians, the Swifs, the Florentines, and the 
duke of 1\lilan, among other articles, that they would 

oblige the emperor to deliver up the two young princes 

of France on receiving a reafonable fum of money; 
and to refi:ore l\t1ilan to Sforza, without farther condi
tion or incumbrance. The king of England was invited 
to accede, not only as a contraCl:ing party, but as pro
tector of the holy league, [o it was called : And if N apleSr 
fhould be conquered from the emperor, in profecution 

of this confederacy, it was agreed, that Henry fhould 
enjoy a princ;pality in that kingdom of the yearly reve

nue of 30,000 ducat11 : And that cardinal \Volfey, in 

confidcration of the fervices, which he had rendered to 
Chri .tendo.n, fhould alfo, in fuch an event, be put ia 

poffcffi.on of a revenue of Io,ooo duca:ti. 

FRANC!$ 
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F:ttANCIS was defirow, that the appearance of t1 is c H A P. 
xxrx. 

great confederacy ihould engage the emperor to relax '--v----J 

fomewhat in the extreme rigour of the treaty of l\1adrid; 1 sz.6. 

and while he entertained thefe hopes, he was the more 

remifs in his warlike pieparations, nor did he fend in 
due tim.:. reinforcements to his allies in Italy. The 
duke of Bourbon had g')t poffeffion of the whole lVIi-
lanefe, of which the emperor intended to grant him the 

invefl:iture; and having levied a confiderable army in 

Germany, he became fonnidable to all the Italian poten-

tates ; and not the lefs fc, becaufe Charles, dcfl:itute, as 

ufual, of money, had n)t been able to remit any pay 

to the forces. The general was extremely beloved by 
his troops; and in order 1o prevent thofe mutinies, which 

were ready to break out ~very moment, and whrch their 

~ffeCl:ion alone for him had hitherto refirained, he led 

15:l]o 

them to Rome, and pnmifed to enrich them by the 
plunder of that opulent city. He was himfe!f killed, as 6th May. 

he was planting a fcaling :adder againfi the walls ; but his 

foldiers, rather enraged than difcouraged by his death, 
mounted to the a!El.Ult with the utmofi: valour, and Sack of 

entering the city, fword in hand, exerci{ed all thofe bru- Rome. 

talities, which may be cxpctl:cd from ferocity excited by 
refifl:ance, and from infolc1ce which takes place when that 

refill:.mce is no more. This reno\vned city, cxpofed by 
her renown alone to io :nany calamiti~s, never endured 

in any age, even from the barbari~ms, by whvm fhc W:.lS 

often fubJu;d, fuch ind gnitics as !he W4:S now com-
pelled to fuffer. The umefhai 1ed mailacre and pillage:» 

which continued for fcveral days, were the les.fi: ills to 
which the unhappy Rom:ns wcr~ c.·poi~d q. \Vh<'.tcver 

was refpcCl:able in mod !t~· or facrcd in religion feen~cl 
but the moro.! to pro .rokc the infults cf the foltti~ry. ti':-
gins fuffercd viobti01 in t.1e ar 1s of their parent', :w 

\ Guicci .. rdini, li~. 18, Bel!ay, StoM, p. 5:17, 

[< 3 up n 
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c H A P. upon thofe very altars, to which they had Red for pro~ 
XXIX · · d" . ~ tc8:ion. Aged pr~lates, after endunng every m 1gmty,. 
1527. and even every torture, were thrown into dungeons, and 

menaced with the mofl: cruel death, in order to make 
them reve:il their fecret treafures, or purchafe liberty by 
exorbitant ranfoms. Clement himfelf, who had trufiecl 
for protection to the facrednefs of his charaCter, and ne~ 
gletl:ed to make his efcape in time, was taken captive ; 
;mc.l found that his dignity, which procured him no re
gard from the Spanifh foldiers, did ·but draw on him the 
infolcnt mockery of the German, who, being generally 
~ttached to the Lutheran principles, were pleafed to 
gratify their <J,nimofity by the abafement of the fovereign 
pontiff. 

WHEN intelligence of this great event was conveyed 
to the emperor, that young prince, habituated to hypo
crify, exprdfed the mofl: profound farrow for the fuccefs 
of his arms: He put himfclf and all his court in mourn- • 
ing: He fiopped the rejoicings for the birth of his fon 
fhilip: And knowing that every artifice, however grofs, 
is able, when feconded by authority, to impofe upon 
the people, he ordered prayers, during feveral months, 
to be put up in the churches for the Pope's liberty i 
which, all men knew, a letter under hi~ hand could in. 
a moment have procured. 

'I'HE concern, expreffed by Henry ana Francis for the 
calamity of their ally, was more fincere. Thefe two . 

. ·monarchs, a few days before the fack of Rome, had 
concluded a treaty r at Wefirninfter, in which, befides 
renewing former alliances, they agreed to fend ambaffa
dors to Charles, requiring him to accept of two millions 
of crowns as the ranfom of the French princes, and to 
repay the money, borrowed from Henry ; and in cafe of 
.refufal, the amba:!fadors, attended by heralds, were ordere~ 

r 3oth April, 

to 
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to denounce war a()'"ainft him. This war, it was ab()'"reed c H A P. 
o · . XXIX 

to profecute in the Low Countries, with an army of ~ 
thirty thoufand infantry and fifteen hundred men at 

1 
z.7. 

arms, two thirds to be fupplied by Francis, the refr by 
Henry. And in order to :flrengthcn the alliance be-

tween the princes, it was fiipulated, that either Francis • · 

or his fon, the duke of Orleans, as !hould afterwards be 

agre ... d on, !hould efpoufc the princefs Mary, Henry's 
daughter. No fooner did the mon~rchs receive !ntelli-

gence of Bourbon's ent~rprize, than they changed, by a 

new treaty, the fcene of the nroje~ed wa.r from the Ne- ~9th May. 

therlands to Italy; and hearing of the pope's capti rity, 
they were farther !timulated to undertake the war with uth july. 

vigour for reftoring him to liberty. \Volfcy himfelf 

croifed the fea, in order to have an interview with 
Fr:1ncis, :mu to concert meafurcs for that purpofc ; and 
he difplayed all that grandeur and magnificence V'ith 

which he was fo much intoxicated. He was attended 

by a train of a thoufand horfe. The card1nal of Lor-

raine, and the chancellor Alan~on, met him at Boulogne: 

Francis himfelf, befidcs granting to that haughty pre

late the power of givingt in every place where he came, 

liberty to all prifoners, made a journey as far as Amien 

to meet him, and even advanced fome miles from the 
town, the more to honour his reception. It was here 

t1Je fripulat~d, that the duke of Orle2.ns fhould efpoufe the 

twa princefs Mary ; and as the emperor fcemed to be tak-
hal ing fome fteps towards affembling a general council, the 

two monarchs agreed not to acknowledge it, but, during 

the interval of the pope's captivity, to govern the 
churches in their refpeB:ive dominions, by their own 
authority. Wolfey made fome attempts to get his le
gantine power extended over France, and even over 

Germany; but finding his efforts fruitlefs, he was ob-
F 4 liged,. 
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C H A P.Iirred thourrh with rrreat relucrance, to defift from thefe 
X"IX 0 ' o b 

~ambitious enter rizcs s. 

xsz7. THE more to cement the union between thcfe princes, 
18th ~ept. · 

a new treaty was, fome time after, concluded at London; 

in which Henry agreed finally to renounce all claims to 
the crown of France; clai~s, which might now ir:deed 
be deemed chimerical, but which often ferved as a pre
ten~e for exciting the unw:uy Englilh to wage war upon 

League with tbe French nation. As a return for this conceffion, 
France. Francis bound himfelf and his fuccdfors to pay for ever 

fifty thoufand crowns a year to Henry and his fucceifors ; 
ar:d that a greater folemnity might be given to this treaty, 
i~ v~s agre ·cl, tlut the parliaments and great nobility of 
L'oth ' · gdoms iliould give their affent to it. The marc-: 
fch~l ..1. tmorency, accompanied by many perfons of 
d~it cnon, and attended by a pompous equipage, was 
f .:.:t over to ratify the treaty ; and was recciyed at London 
with all the parade, y·"Jich fuited the folemnity of the oc
ca!ion. 'l 'he terror of the emperor's greatqefs had extin
gu;!hed the ancient anin-:ofi ty between the nations ; and 
Spain, during· more than a century, became, though a 

rpore difl:ant power, the chief objecr of jeal?ufy to the 
Englifh. 

rrHIS cordial union b2tv:een France and Enf;lanq, 
though it added inRtlence to the joint cmbauy, which 
they fent to the emperor, was not able to bend that mo
narch to fubmit entin:~Iy to the conditions infi:fted on by 
the ~llics. He dep::u"ted indeed from his den:and of Bur
gunJ J as the ranfom of the French princes ; bu't he re
quired, previoufly to their liberty, that Francis fhould 
eva~uatc GcncJ, ::md a~l the fortrdfcs held by him in 
Italy : l ... nd he (!ccbred his intention of bringino- Sforza 
to a trial, and confifc2.ting the dutchy of l'viilan: on a~-

s Eumet1 book 3· coli. I:t, 1 3• 

coun~ 
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ount of his pretended trcafon. The Englilh and French C H · P. 
XXIX. 

heralds, therefore, accordin;; to agreement, declared war~ 

againfi him, and fet him at dcfi~nce. Charles anfwered 1 52 )• 

the Englilh herald with moderation; but to the French, 

h\! reproached his mafier with breach of faith, reminded 

him of the private converfation which had paffed between 

them at l\t1adrid before th i1~ feparation, and ofFered to 

prove by fingle combat, that that monarch had aB:ed 

~i!honourably. Franc·s retali:tted this challenge by giv-
ing Charles the lie; and, after demanding fecurity of the 

field, he offered to maintain his caufe by fingle combat. 

Many meffages paffed to and fro between them ; but 
~hough both princes were undoubtedly brave, the intend-

~d duel never took place. The French and Spaniards, 

during that age, zealoufly d.fputed which of the mo-

narchs incurred the blame of this failure; but all men of 

!fiOderation every where lamented the power of fortune, 

that the prince the more candid, !Senerous, and fincere, 

fhould, by unhappy incidents, have bt:en 1cduced to fo 

cruel a fituation, that nothing but his violation of trc:.~ty 

could preferve his people, and that he mufi ever after, 

without being able to make a proper reply, bear to be 
reproached with breach of promife by a rival, inferior to 

him both in honour and in virtue. 

BuT though this famous challenge betv;een Chadc3 

a.nd Francis had no immediate confequence with regard 

to thefc monarchs themfelves, it produced a confiderable 

alteration on the manners of the :age. The practice of 

~hallengcs and duels, which had been part of the ancient 

barbarous jurifprudence, which 'Yas frill preferved on 

very fvlcmn occafion , and which was even countenanced 

by the civil magiftrate, began thenceforth to prevail in. 
the mofi trivial incidents ; and men, on any affront or 

injury, thought themfclves entitled, or even required i~ 

onour, to take revt:nge on their enemies, by openly 
vindicatino-
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C ~~X~{.P. vindicating their right in fingle combat. Thefe abfurd, 
~though generous ma. ·ims, fhed much of the beft blood in 

15z7, Chriftendom during more than two cc1 tur·cs; and not
withfi:anding the feverity of law and authority of reafon, 
fuch is the prevailing force of cu\tom, ,they c.re far from 
being as yet e~tirely exploded. · 

.~ 
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CHAP, XXX, 

Scruples concerning the king's marriage-'I'he king 

enters into theft fcruples -- Anne Boleyn -
Henry applies to the pope for a divorce--'I'he 

pope favourable -- 'I'he emperor threatens him 

- c_r'he pope's ambiguous condua--crhe caufe 

evoked to Rome--Wolfey' s fall---Commence

ment of the reformation in Epgland--Foreig;z 

(ljfairs--Wolfey' s death --A parliament

Progrefs of the reformation--A parliament

King's final breach with Rome-.11 parliament. 

75 

0TWITHST ANDING the fubmiffive deference, paid C H A P. 

to the papal authority before the reformation, the~ 
marriage of Henry with Catharine of Arragon, his bro- I5'-7· 

ther's widow, had not paffed, without much fcruplc and ~~~~~;~~ng 
difficulty. The prejudices of the people were in general the ~ing's 

• 
11

. • • marnage. 
bent agamn: a conJugal upwn between fuch near rela-
tions ; and tpe late king, though he had betrothed his 
fon, when that prince was but twelve years of age, gave 

evident proofs of his intention to take afterwards a proper 

' opportunity of annulling the contraCt t. He ordered the 

young prince, ~s (oon as he came of age, to enter a pro
teHation againfr the marriage u; and on his death-bed he 

charged him, as his lafr injunction, not to finifh an aili

;mce, fo unufual, and expofcd to fuch infupcrable objec
tions. After the king's acce.ffion, fome members of the 
privy council, p~rticularly Vi arham, the primate, ,ope!llY 

t Morifon's Apomaxis, p. 13. 
een Mary, p. z., 

s 
u Morifon, p. 13. Heylin's 

~eclared 
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C H A P. declared ac-ainfl: the refolution of completing: the mat-XXX. b ' . ._. • 

~ riage ; and though Henry's youth and dlflipatton kept 
l5Z7• him, during fome time, from entertaining any fcruples 

with regard to the meafure which he had embraced, there 
happened incidents, fufficient to roufe his attention, and 
to inform him of the fentiments, generally entertained on 
that fubject. The ftates of Caftilc had oppofed the em
peror Charles's efpoufals with Mary, Henry's daughter; 
and among other objections, had infifted on the illegiti
mate birth of the young princefs w, And when the ne
gotiations were afterwards opened with France, and 

mention was made of betrothing her to Francis or the 

duke of Orleans, the bifhop of Tarbe, the French am

haffador, revived the fame objeCl:ion "· But though thefe 
events naturally raifed fome doubts in Henry'~ mind, 
there concurred other caufes, which tended much to en
creafe his remorfe, and render his confcience more fcru
pulous .. 

,.~ kirrg THE queen was older than the king by no Iefs tha~ 
cmters into 
tnefe fcru- fix years ; and the decay of her beauty, together with 
ple$, particular infirmities and difeafes, had contributed, not-

withftanding her blamelefs character and deportment, to 
render her perfon unacceptable to him. Though flue had 
borne him feveral children, they all died in early infancy, 
excert one daughter; and he W;tS the more ilruck with 
this mi~fortune., becaufe the curfe of beino- childlefs is the 

b 

very threatening, contained in the 11ofaicd law, againft 
thofe who efpoufe their brother's widow, The king was 
aCtuated by a fhong defire of having male iliue: \Vith 
a view to that end, it is believed, more than from dcfire 
towards other gratification, he had, a few years before 
this period, made addrciTes to a young lady, Catherinc, 
daughter of Sir John Blount; and when ihe bore him ~ 

w Lord Hrrbert, Fiddts's life of Wolfey. 
192.. ~03. Heylin1 p. 3• 

8 

x Rymer, vo~. xi•, 

for, 
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(on, he expre£red the highefi fatisfaB:ion, and immediately C R A P. 

created him duke of Richmond. The fucceffion too of ~ 
the crown was a confideration, that occurred to every one, '517• 

when ever the la wfulnefs of Henry's marriage was called 
. in quefiion; and it was apprehended, that, if doubts of 

Mary's legitimacy concurred with the weakncfs of her 

fex, the king of Scots, the next heir, would advance 
his pretenfions, and might throw the kingdom into 

confufion. The evils, as yet recent, of civil wars and 
convulfions, arifing from a difputed title, made great im
prefiion on the minds of men, and rendered the people 

univerfally defirous of any event, which might obviate fo 

irreparable a calamity. And the king was thu~ impelled, 
both by his private paffions, and by moti\'es of. public 
interefr, to feek the di1folution of his inauij)icious, and, 
;lS it was efleemed, unlawful marriage with Catherine. 

HENRY afterwards affirmed, that his fcruples arofe en
tirely from private refleCtion ; and that on CO!llulting his 
confeffor, the bifi:Jop of Lincoln, he found that prelate 
pofTdfcd with the fame doubts and difficulties. The king 
himfelf, being fo great a cafuifr and divine, next pro

ceeded to examine the quefl:ion more careft.:lly by his own 
learning and frud y ; and having had recourfc to Thorn a~ 
of Aq uine, he obferved that this celebrated doccor, whofe 

authority was great in the church and abfolute \Vith him, 
had treated of that very cafe, and had expr.:fcdy declared 
againfl: the lawfulncfs of fuch marriages Y. The prohibi
tions, faid Thomas, contained in Leviticus, and am01~g 
the refr, that of marrying a brother's widow, ar~ moral, 
eternal, and founded on a divine fantlion; and though 
the pope may difpcnfe with the rules of the chu:-ch, the 
]aws of God cannot be fet afide by any authority lefs th"-_n 
that \vhich enacted th~m. The archbifhop of Canter
bury -vvas then applied to; and he was req uircd to confult 
his brethren : All the prelates of England, except ~ifher, 

1 Burnet, Fidde$, 
bifhop 
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c H A P. bifhop of Rochefl:cr, u.r.animoufly declared, under their 
XXX. I d h k. ' . '--v---1 hand and fea , that ~hey deemc t e mg s marnage un-
15~?· lawful z. \Volfey alfo fortified the king's fcruples a; 

partly with a view of promoting a total breach -....vith the 
emperor, Catherine's nephew; partly defirous of con
necting the king more clofely with Francis, by n:auying 
him to the dutchefs of Alen!{on, fifrer to that monarch; 
and perhaps too fomewhat difguil:ed with the queen her.:. 
felf,, who had reproved him for certain freedoms, tmbe
fitting his charaCter and fiation b. But Henry was carried 
forward, though perhaps not at firfr excited, by a motive 
more forcible than even the fuggefrions of that powerful 
favourite. 

Anne Bo
Jeyn. 

ANNE Boleyn, who lately appeared at court, had been 
appointed maid of honour to the queen; and having had 
frequent opportunities of being feen by Henry, and of 
converting with him, f.:-1e had acquired an entire afcendant 
over his affeCtions. This young lady, whcfc grandeur and 
misfortunes have rendered her fo celebrated, was daughter 
of Sir Thomas Boleyn, ·who had been employed by the 
king in feveral cmbaffies, and who was allied to all the 
principal nobility in the kingdom. His wife, mother 
to Anne, was daughter of the duke of Nor.D lk; his own 
mother was daut;hter of the earl cf Ormond ; his grand
father Sir Geoffry Boleyn, who had been mayor of Lon
don, had efpoufed one of the daughters and co-heirs of 
lord Hail:ings c. Annc herfelf, though then in very early 
youth, had been carried over to Paris by the king's fifier, 
when ihe efpoufed Lewis XII. of France; and upon the 
demife of that monarch, and the return of his dowao-cr 

b 

into England, this damfel, whofe accomplilhments even 
in her tender years vvere always m~ch admired, was re-

z Burnet, vol. i, p. 38, Stowe, p. 548. a Le Grand, ,.0 ], iii. 
p. 46. 166. 168. Saundcrs. Heylin, p. 4• h Burnet, vol. i. p. 3s. 
Strype, vol. i. P· 88. c: Camcien's preface to the life of Elizabeth, 
Burnet, vol. i, p. 44• 

tained 
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alned in the fervice of Claude, queen of France, fpoufe C H A P. 
XXX. 

to Francis; and after the death of that princefs, :lhe ~ 

pafTed into the family of the dutchefs of Alenc;on, a wo- 1 5!7• 

man of lingular merit. The exact time, when {he re-
turned to England, is not certainly known ; but it was 

after the king had entertained doubts with regard to the 

lawfulnefs of his marriage with Catherinc ; if the account 
is to be credited, which he himfelf afterwards gave of that 
tranfaCl:ion. Henry's fcruples had made him break off all 

conjugal commerce with the queen; but as he frill [up-

ported an intercourfe of civility and fricndtbip with her, 
he had occa!ion, in the frequent vi!its which he paid 

her, to obferve the beauty, the youth, the charms' of 

Anne Boleyn. Finding the accompliihments of her mind 
nowife inferior to her exterior graces, he even entertained 

the de!ign of rai!ing her to the throne ; and 'v\ras the more 
confirmed in this refol ution, when he found that her 

Yirtue and modeil:y prevented all hopes of gratifying his 

paffion after any ot:her manner. As every motive, therefore:t 

of inclination and policy, feemed thus to concur i 1 making 
the king defirous of a divorce from Catherine, and as his 

profpeet of fuccefs was inviting, he refolved to make ap• 
plications to Glement, and he fent .Knight, his fecretary, 

to Rome for that purpofe. 
THA 'I' he might not fhock the haughty claims of the H;nry ap .. 

'ff. h r 1 d r d h 1. · pl1es eo the pont1 , e re10 ve not to 10un t e app 1cat10n on any pope for a 

general doubts concerning the papal power to permit mar- divorce. 

riage in the nearer degrees of confanguinity ; but only 

to infifl: on particular grounds of nullity in the bull, which 
J ulius had granted for the marriage of Henry and Cathe-

nne. It was a maxim in the court of Rome, that, if the 

1)ope be furprifed into any conceffion, or grant any indul-
gence upon falfe fuggefiions, the bull may afterwards be 

· annulled; and this pretence had ufually been employed, 

wherever one pope had ree~lled any deed~ executed by 
an.,. 

.I 
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C f! .. A P. any of his predecefrors. But J ulius's bull, when ex ... 
:XXX. · , rr cl f } . k" cl d ~ ammea, arrordcd a bun ant matter o t us m ; an any 
1 5•7· tribunal, favour<..ble to Henry, needed not want a fpe

cious colour for gratifying him in his applications for 1 

divorce. It was faid in the preamble, that the bull hacl 

been granted upon his felicitation; though it was known, 
that, at that time, he was under twcl ve years of age : It 
was alfo affirmed, as another motive for the bull, that 

the marriage was requifite, in order to preferve peace be

tween the two crowns ; though it is certain, that there 

was not then any ground or appearance of quarrel between 

them. 'rhcfe falfe premifes in J uliu:5's bull feemed to 

afford Clement a fufficient reafon or pretence fot annul

ling it, and granting Henry a difpenfation for a fecond 

marriage d. 

-rr..e pope BuT though the pretext for this indulgence had been 
ft,ourable, · 

lefs plaufible, the pope was in fuch a fituation, that he 

had the ftrongefr motives to embrace every opportunity of 

gratifying the Englifh monarch. He was then a prifoner 

in the hands of the emperor, and had no hopes of reco

vering his liberty on any reafonable terms, except by the 

efforts of the league, which Henry had formed with 

Francis and the Italian powers, in order to oppofe the 

ambition of Charles. When the Engliih Secretary, 

therefore, folicited him in private, he received a very 

favourable anfwer ; and a difpenfation V{as forthwith 

promifed to be granted to his mafi-er e, Soon after; 

the march of a French army into Italy, under the com

mand of Lautrec, obliged the imperialifi:s to refcore Cle
ment to his liberty; and he retired to Orvietto, where 

the Secretary, with Sir Grcgory CafE:li, the king's re.: 

fident at Rome, renewed their applicat!o!!s to him. 
They frill found him full of high profeilions of friend!hip, 

,. Collier, Ecclef. Hilt. vol. ii. p. '-5~ from the Cott, Lib, Vitell. p. 9• 

c: Durnet1 vol. i. p. 41• 
gratitude_, 
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~ra itude, and attachment to the king; but not fo prompt c HA P. 
... . h" 11. n. 1 T XIX. 111 grantmg rs requcn; as they expccLec. he emperor, ~ 
who had got intelligence of Henry's application to Rome, zsz,7. 

1ad exaCted a promife from the pope, to take no fteps in 
that affair before he communicated them to the imperial 
minifters; and Clement, embarraffed by this promife, 
and fl:ill more overawed by the emperor's forccs.in Italy, 
f< emcd willing to po£l:por1c thofc conceffions defired of 
him by, Henry. Importuned, hO\vever, by the Englifh 
miniH:crs, he at Jaft put into their hands a c?mmiffim to 
\Volfcy, as legate, in conjnncEon with the archbi:lhop 
of Canterbury, or any other Englifh prebte, to ex~mine 
the validity of the king's marriage, ar.d of J uliu~'s dif
pcnfation r: He altO. granted them a provifio:1al dijpeJ;fa
tion for the king'" marriage with any other perfon; and 
promif~.:d to iffue a decretal bull, annulling the mar;iagc 
with Catherine. But he rcprefented to them the danger
ous confcqucnces, which mufl: Cl fuc to him, if thefe con
tcfiions fhould come to the emp~rcr's knowledge; and he 
conjured them not to puLlifh thofe papers, or n ake any 
further ufe of them, till his affairs were in fuch a fit!..l:J.tion 
ns to fecure his liberty and "ndcpendance. And his tecret 
advice was; whenever they fhould find the prcper tim~ 
for opening the fcenc, that they ihollld prevent all oppo-. 

.fition, by proceeding immediately to a conclufion, by de-
< bring the marriage with Catherine inv:~.lid, and by Hcnr) 's 
infbntly efpoufing fome other per fen. • Tor wou! · ·t Le 

fo difficult, he faid, fer himfcif t confirm thefe pro eed
ings, after they \Vere palled, as 1 re vio fly to render them 
valid, by his confen~- and ~uthol:ity '!• 

WHEN Henry received the commiffion and di(n( 1fa- IS=J. 

tion from his ambaffi1dorJ, and •~s informed of tl e pop--:os 
advice, he laid the ,.,·hole befor~ his mi~~!tcrs, an aG,:cd 

f Rymer, vol. xiv, z3-. ~ C ilier, from r0t • I.iil. r"t:-11 .B. 1::. 

VoL. IV G th~ir 
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C H A P. their opinion in fo delicate a fituation. The Engli!h 
XXX. d" · h V"""V'""'- counfellors confidercd the danger of procee mg m t e 
1528. 171anner pointed out to them. Should the pope refufe to 

ratify a de"d, \·hich he might jufl:ly call precipitate and 
irregular, and fuould he difavow the advice which he 
gave in fo clande:fl:ine a manner, the king would find his 
fecond marriage totally invalidated ; the children, which 
it might bring him, declared illegitimate; and his mar
riage v1ith Catherine more firmly rivetted than ever h. 

And Henry's apprehenfions of the poffibility, or even pro
bability, of {uch an event, were much confirmed, when 
he reReaeJ on the charaCter and fi.tuation of the fovereign 

Tbt! ernpe
r ct.r-. .it
ens l1i. .... 

pontiff. 
CLEMENT was a prince of excellent judgment, when

e er his timidity, to :vhich he was extremely fubjeCt, 
allowed him to make full ufe of thofe talents and that 

penetration, with which he was endowed i. The capti
vity, and other misfortunes, which he had undergone, 
by entering into a league againfr Charles, had fo affeB:ed 
his in~agination, that he never afterwards exerted himfelf 
with vigour in any public mcafure; efpecially if the in
terefl: or inclinations of that potentate frood in oppofition 
to him. The imperial forces were, at that time, power
ful in Italy, and might return to the attack of Rome, 
which was frill dcfcncelefs, and expofed to the fame cala
n_ities, w!th \Yhich i!: had already been overwhelmed. 
And befides thc[e dangprs, Clement fancied himfelf ex
pofed w perils, which thre<,t...:ned, Hill more immediately, 
his perfon ::~nd h~s di~nity. 

CHARI.::s, apprized of the timid difpofi(on of the 
holy f:!ther, threw O~lt perpetual menaces Jf fummoning 
a generd cou1 cil; wl ich he rel:'refented as neccffary to 
reform the churc 1, and correcr thoi"e enormous abufes, 
vhich d ... e "mb:tion and avarice of the court of Rome had 

h t3urnet, vel. i, .P 51. i a.th~1 Pad, lib, I. Guic•iarrlini. 

intfodue ·J 



H E N R Y VIII. 

introduced into every branch of ecclefiafiical admini- c H A P. 

ftration. The power of the fovereign pontiff himfeif, ~ 
he faid, required limitation; his conduct called aloud for 1528. 

amendment; and even his title to the throne, which he 
filled, might jufrly be called in quefiion. That pope 
had always paffed for the natural fon of J ulian of Me-
dicis, who was of the fovereign family of Florence; 
and though Leo X. his kin~an, had declared him legiti-
mate, upon a pretended promife of marriage between his 
father and mother, f~w believed that declaration to be 
founded on any jufi reafon or authority k. The canon 
law, indeed, had been entirely filent with regard to the 
promotion of bafiards to the papal throne; but, what was 
ftill dangerous, the people had entertained a violent pre
poffeffion, that this ibin in the birth of any perfon vas 
fufficient to incapacitate him for fo holy an office. And 
in another point, the canon law' was exprefs and pofitive, 

that no man, guilty of fimony, could attain that dignity. 
A fevere bull of J ulius II. had added new fantl:ions to 
this law, by declaring, that a fimon iacal election could 
not be rendered valid, even by :a. pofterior confent of the 

cardinals. But unfortunately Clement hzd given to car-

dinal Colonna a billet, containiog promifes of advancing 
that cardinal, in cafe be himfl.'If {hould attain the p::1pal 
dignity by his concurrence: And this billet, Colonna, 
who was in entire dcpembnce on the cm1-cror, threaten d 
every moment to expofe to public view 1• 

''VHILE Charles terrifi d the pope vith thefe menaces, 
he allo allured him by hopes, which were n'o lefs preva
lent over his affeCtions. At the tim.; 'When the ernperor'5 
forces [tcked Rome~ and reduced Clemcr..t to captivity, 
the Florentines, paffio 1ate for their r.ncient liberty, had 
taken adva 1tage of his diftrefr.:s, and revolting againft 
tht: family of :Niedici:;, had ntirely aboliili~d their autho-

k Father P.o.ul7 lib, J. ! H·icl. 

G2 rity 
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C H A P. rity in Florence and re-efl:ablifhed the democracy. The 
XXX • ' . h . f d h h d \...-v-o.J better to proteCt themfelves m t e1r ree om, t ey a 
1528, entered into the alliance with France, England, and Ve

nice, againfr the emperor; and Clement found, that, by 
this interefr, the hands of his confederates were tied from 
affifl:ing him in the refl:oration of his family; the event, 
which, of all others, he moft paffionately defired. The 
emperor alone, he knew, was able to effeCtuate this pur
pofc ; and therefore, whatever profeffions he made of fide
lity to his allies, he was <:lways, on the leafr glimpfe of 
hope, ready to embrace every propofal of a cordial recon-

ciliation with that monarch m. 

TMESE views and interefts of the pope were well 

known in England; and as the oppofition of the emperor 
to Henry's divorce was forefeen, both on account of the 
honour and interefl:s of Catherine his aunt, and the ob

vious motive of difl:reffing an enemy, it was efl:eemed dan
gerous to take any meafure of confequence, in expecta
tion of the fubfequent concurrence of a man of Clement's 
character, whofe behaviour always contained fo much 
duplicity, and who was at prefent fo little at his own dif
pofal. The fafefr meafure feemed to confifr in previoufly 

engaging him fo far, that he could not afterwards recede, 
and in making ufc of his prefent ambiguity and uncer· 
tainty, to extort the mofl: important conceffions from 
him. For this purpofe, Stephen Gardiner, the cardinal's 
fccretary, and Edward Fox, the kingss almoner, were 

1oth Feb. difpatche~ to Rome, and were ordered to folicit a corn
million from the pope, of fuch a nature as would oblio-e b 

him to confirm the fentence of the commiffioners what
' ever it fhould be, and difable him, on any account, to 

recal the commiflion, or evoke the caufe to Rome"· 

· .,_ Father Paul, n Lord Herbert. Burnet, vol. i. p. 29. 

in the collect. Le Grand, vol. ii1, p. 28. Strype1 vol. i. P• 93 , with A pp• 

No 7.3, z-t, &c. 
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BuT the fame reafons, which made the king fo defirous c H A P. 

f b . . h' fi d h . XXX. o o tammg t Is conceilion, con rme t e pope m the '-v--J 
refolution of refufing it: He v.-1s flill determined to keep xsz8. 

• The pope's 
the door open for an agreement With the emperor, andambiguou 
he made no fcruple of facrificing all other confiderations conduct. 
to a point, which he deemed the mofl: effential and im-
portant to his own fecurity, and to the greatnefs of his 
family. He granted, therefore, a new commiffion, in. 
which cardinal Campeggio was joined to \Volfey, for the 
trial of the king's marri~gc ; but he could r.ot be pre-
vailed on to infert the daufc defired of him. And though 
he put into Gardiner's hanJs a letter, promifing not to 
recal the prefent commiffion ; this promifc was found, 
on examination, to be couched in fuch ambiguous terms, 
as left him frill the power, whenever he pleafed, of de-
parting from it 0

• 

CAMPEGGIO lay under fome obligations to the king; 
but his dependance on the pope was fo much greater, that 
he conformed himfelf entirely to the views of the latter; 
and though he received his con.miJEon in April, he pro
traB:ed his departure by fo n:any artful del:lys, that it ,·,:as 
OB:ober before he arrived in England. The .firfr fl:ep, 
which he took, was to e;·hort the king to dcfifi: from the 
profccution of his divorce ; , nd finding that this c unfel 
gave great offence, he faiJ, that his intention was alfo to 
exhort the queen to enter into a convent, ~nd that he 
thought it his duty, previoufly to attempt an amic:.1ble 
compofure of ail differ<."I,ces r. The mor-- to pacify the 
king, he !hewed to him, as alfo to the cardinal, the de
cretal buU, an mlling the former marriage with Cath~1'ine; 
but no entreaties could prevail on hirn to make any 
other of the king's council privy to the fee et q, In order 
to atone, in fome degree, for this obftinacy, he expr fied 

• Lcrd Herbc t, p, ~;.I, Burnet, P• 59• 
fJ. Bu:net, P• 58. 

GJ 

P Herbc:t, p. :r..~..;. 

to 
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c H A P. to the king and the cardinal, the pope's great defire of 
XXX. r . f . h . r bl , d d . '---v---J 1at1s ymg t cm m every rea1ona e dcman ; an m par-
1528. ticular, he ibowed, that their rcquefr for fuppre:ffing fome 

more monafierics, and converting them into cathedrals 
an? epifcopal fees, had obtained the confent of his holi
nefs r. 

THESE ambiguous circum:!bnces, in the behaviour of 
the pope and the legate, kept the court of England in 
fufpenfe, and detcrmmed the king to wait with patience 

1519. the i!fue of fuch uncertain councils. Fortune meanwhile 
feemcd to promifc him a more fure and expeditious way 
of extricating himfclf from his prefent difficulties. Cle
ment was feized with a dangerous illnefs; and .1e in
trigues, for clcCling his fuccdfor, b~gan already to take 
place among the cardinals. Wolf\..y, in particular, fup
portcd by the intcrcfi of England and of France, enter
tained hopes of mounting the throne of S(. Peter s ; and 
it appears, th,,t, if a vacancy 1 au then happened, there 
was a probability of his reaching that fummit of his am
bition. But the pope recovered his health, though after 
feveral rclapfcs; and he returned to the fame train of falfc 
and deceitful politics, by which he had hitherto amufed 
the court or England. He il::ll Battered Henry with 
profcffions of the moft cordi:.l attachment, and promifcd 
him a fuddc:r1 and fa\·our~ble iiTue to hi..., procefs: He fiill 
continued his fecret negociations with Charles, and per
fevered in the rcfolution of facrificing all his promifes, 
and all the interefis of the Romiili religion, to the eleva
tion of his f:unily. C;:unpeggio, who was pcrfeB:ly ac
quainted with his vi-.;ws ·and intentions, protraB:ed the 
dcc:fion by the mofr artful delays; and gave Clement 
full lcifurc tp adjufr al the terms of his treaty \Yith th.e 
emp~ror. 

~ ~ymer} vol. :iv. P· 'J.70• Strype1 vol. i. p. no, u r; Aprend, No 2S. 
'"' Butr.et, vol. 1. p. 63. 
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THE emperor, acquainted with the king's extreme CH A P. 
XXX. 

earneil:nefs in this affair, was determined, that he :fhould 
1
_...__, 

obtain fuccefs by no other means than by an application to 1529. 

him, and by dcferting his alliance v;ith Francis, which 
had hitherto fupported, againfl: the fuperior force of S .. aim 
the tottering il:ate of the French monarchy. He wil
lingly hearkened, therefore, to the applications of Cathe
rine, his aunt ; and promifing her his utmofi protection, 
exhorted her never to yield to the malice and perfecutions 
of her enemies. The queen herfdf was naturally of a 
firm and refolute temper; and was engaged by every mo
tive to pedevere in proteil:ing againfl: the injuil:ice, to 
which !he thought herfdf expofed. The imputation of 
inceil:, which was thrown upon her marriage with Henry, 
firuck her with the highefi: indignation : The illegiti .. 
macy of her daughter, which fcemed a necefi:1ry confe
quence, gave her the moil: jufl: concern : 'I'he rcluB:ance 
of yielding to a rival, who, !he believed, had fupplantcd 

her in the king's affeCtions, was a very natural motiYe. 
ACl:uated by all thefc confiderations, fhe never ccafcd [e

liciting her nephew's affiil:ance, and earncfily entreating 
an evocation of the caufe to Rome, where alone, £he 
thought, ihe could expeCt j ufiice. And the em per or, in 
all his n gociations with the pope, made the recal of the 
commi11ion, which Campeggio and Wolfcy exercifed m 

England, a fundamental article r. 

rrHE two legates, meanwh:!e, opened their court at 31fi Mar. 

London, and cited the king and queen to appear before T_ria~ of 1he 
. Tl b ' .r. d h .r. 1 d 1 k" kll1f!. s n.ar-It. ~cy otn pre1ente t err.1e ves; an t 1e mg: ~n- na~e. 

fwered to his name, when called: But the queen, ini1('ad 
of anfv;ering to hers, rofe from her feat, and throwing 

ti: herfelf at the king's feet, made a very pathetic harano-ue, 
which her virtue, her dignity, and her misfortunes ren
o.;red the more affecring. She told him, that fhe 'vas a 

t Herb~rt, p. ~ZS· Burnet, vol, i. P• 69, 

fir~nger 
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c H A P. fl:ran er in his dot.linions, wi hout rotecfon, witho 
XXX. "' 11- r. to all thein.ufiice '--v---1 council, \;ithout affi~- nee ; expo11 
J5:9. which her enemies w re pleat d to impofe upon her: 

That !he haJ quittcd her nati\·e country without other 
refource, than her connexions v.·ith him and his famil.', 
and had e.xpeB:ed, that infl:ead of fuffi ring thence any 
yiolence or iniquity, !he was atTured in them of a fafc
guard againfr ev ry misfortune: That ilie had been his 
wife during t~ ·enty _rears, and wotdd here appeal to him
felf, wb.ether Ler afteB:ionate fubmiffion to his v; ill bad 
not merited better ~-reatn ent, than to be thus, after fo 
long a time, thrown from him with fo much ind.gnity: 
'That fhe was confcious- he himf< f was aifured- that 
her Yirgin honour was yet unfrai ed, wh n he rccei\--ed 
her into his bed, and that her c~mnexions .Ti h his b -
ther had been c tri d no farther han 
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rhe origin, the progrefs, and the foundation of thofe C H A P. 
XXX. 

poubts, by which he had been fo long :md fo violently '--"v--J 

agitated. He acquitted cardinal WoiJcy from having any 1529• 

hand in encouraging his fcruples; and he craved a fen~ 

tencc of the court, agreeable to the juflice of his caufe. 

THE legates, after citing the queen anew to appear be
fore them, declared her contumacious, notwithfi:apding her 
appeal to Rome ; and then proceeded to the examination 
of the caufe. T'he firfl point which came before them, 

was, the proof of prince Arthur's confumtr..ation of his 

marriage with Catherine; and it muH: be confciTed, that 
no fironger arguments could reafonably be expeB:ed of 
fuch a faB: after fo long an interval. The age of the 
prince, who had paiTed his fiftc nth year, the good flate 
of his health, the loiJg time that he had cohabited with 
pis c~nfort, many of 1 is expreffions to th:1t very purpofe; 
all thefe circumfiances form a violent prefumption in fa
vour of the king's aiTertion w . Henry himfelf, after his 
brother's death, was not al!mved f r feme time to bear 
the title of prince of Wales, in expeCtation of her preg
nancy: The Spaniih ambaiTador, in order the better to 
enfure poiTeffion of her jointure, had fcnt over to Spain, 

proofs of the confummation of her marriage x : J ulius's 

bull itfelf was founded on the fuppofition, that Arthur 
had perbaps had knowledge of the princcfs : In the very 
treaty, fixing Henry's marriage, the confummation of the 
former marriage with prince Arthur, is acknowledged on 
both fides r. Thefe particulars were all laid before the 
court; accompanied with many reafonint;s concerning the 
extent of t4e pope's authority, and his power of granting 

a difpcnfation to marry within the prohibited degrees. 
Campcggio heard thefc doCl:rines with great impatience; 

and notwithfianding his refolution to orotraCl: the caufe, 
f • • 

w Herbert. Burnet, vel, ii, P• 35• 
1 R mer, vol. xiii, p. Sr. 

b:: 
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c H A P. he was often tempted to interrupt and filence the king's 
X ·x. council, when they infifted on fuch difagreeable topics. 
~ 

15:1.9. The trial was fpun out till the 23d of July; and Cam-
peggio chiefly took on him the part of conducting it. 
Wolfey, though the elder cardinal, permitted him to aCl: 
as prefident of the court; becaufe it was thought, that 
a trial, managed by an Italian cardinal, would carry the 
appearance of greater candour and impartiality, than if 
the king's own minifter and favourite had prefided in it. 
The bufinefs now feemed to be drawing near to a period ; 
and the king was every day in expectation of a fcn
tence in his favour; when, to his great furprize, Cam
pcggio, on a fudden, without any warning, and upon 
very frivolous pretences :z;' proro ued the court, till the 

The CanCe firfr of October. The evocation, which came a few days 
ncked to after from Rome, put an end to all the hopes of fucR ~me, 

cefs, which the king had fo long and fo anxioufly che-
rifhcd a. 

Du RI£ ·c the time, that the trial was carried on before 
the legates at London, the emperor had by his minifrers 
earneftly folicited Clement to revoke the caufe; and had 
emplo;cd every topic of hope or terror, which could 
operate either on the paffions or timidity of the pontiff. 
The Engliili ambaffadors, on the other hand, in con
junction \vith the French, had been no lcfs earneft in 
their applications, that the 1 gz.t s fhould be allo·wcd to 
:fini!h the tri I ; but, though they employed the fame en
gines of promifcs and menaces, the motives, which they 
could fet b fore the pope, were not fo urgent or imme
oiatc as thofe which were held up to him by the emperor b, 

The dread of lofing England, and of fortifvin, the Lu
therans by fo confidcrable an ac eflion, made fma 1 im
preffion on Cle enfs mind, in comparifon of the an-

z Bor::.et, '\'Ol i. p. 76, ii• 
b ~ rnet, vel. i. p. 7 5• 

-a Herbert, p. 2 54• 
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:x'ety for his own perfonal fafety, and the fond defire ofC H A P• 

rcfroring the Mcdicis to their dominion in Florence. So ~ 
foon, therefore, as he had adjuficd all terms with the cm- 151.9• 

peror, he laid hold of the prcLence of jufrice, which re-

quired him, as he pretended, to pay regard to the queen's 

appeal; and fufpending the commiffion of the legates, he 

~djourned the caufe to his own pcrfonal judgment at 

Rome. Campeggio had beforehand received pr~vate or-

del s, delivered by Campana, to burn the decretal bull, 

with which he was cntrufred. 
WoLSEY had long forefeen this meafure as the fure 

forerunner of his own ruin. Though he had at firfr de

fired, that the king fhould rather marry a French prin
cefs than Annc Boleyn, he had employed himfelf with 

the utmofr affiduity and carnefinefs to bring the affair to 
a happy iffue c : He was not l.herefore to be blamed for 
the unprofperous event, which Clement's partiality had 
produced. But he had fufficient experience of the ex

treme ardour and impatience of Henry's tctnpcr, who 
could bear no contradiCtion, and who was wont, without 

examination or difrinCt.ion, to make his mini!l:ers anfwer

able for the fuccc.fs of thofe tranfaB:ions, with which they 
were entrufied. Anne Boleyn alfo, who was prepoffeflcd 

againfr him, had imputed to him the failure of her hopes; 

and as 1he was ne\Yly returned to court, whence fhe had 
been removed, from a regard to decency, during the trial 

before the legates, 1he had naturally acquired an additional 
influence on Henry's mind, and ihc ferved much to fortify 
his prejudices againfr the cardinal"· Even the queen and 

her partizans, judging of \Volfcy by the part which he 

had openly acted, had expreffi;·:l great animofity againfr 
him; and the mofr oppofitc fad:ions feemed now to com
b'ne in the ruin of this haughty minifter. The high opi
nion itfelf, which Henry lud ntcrtaincd of the cardinal's 

f Cvllier1 vol. ii. p. 4 5 Burnet, vol . I. p. 53• d Cavcndilh, P· 40• 

cap:1city, 
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C H A P. capacity, tended to hafren his downfal; while he imputed 
XXX. . . n. ' d k" "11 ~ the bad fuccefs of that mmtner s un erta mgs, not to 1 

Jsz9. fortune or to mifrake, but to the malignity or infidelity 
of his intentions. The blow, however, fell not infrantly 
on his head. The king, who probably could not jufrify 
by any good reafon his alienation fi-om his ancient fa
vourite, feems to have remained fome time in fufpence; 
and he received him, if not with -all his former kindnefs, 

\Vol{.:y•s 
.all •. 

at leafr with the appearance of trufi: and regard. 
BuT confrant experience evinces how rarely a high 

confidenc and affeC:t:ion receives t 1e lcafr diminution, 
without fin '"ing irt~ abfolute jndiffi rc1 ~e, or C\ en running 
into the oppofi e extr me. The king now det .. mined to 
bring on the ruin of the cardinal Jlith a motion almofr as 
precipitate as he had formerly employed in his elevation. 

Sth oa. The dukes of .1. rorfolk an Suffolk were fent to require 
the great f al from him; and on his fcrupl"ng to deliver 
it e, withottt a more xprefs varrant, Her.ry -..vrote him a 
I tter, upon'\ hich it was furremlered, and i~ wa delivered 
by the king to Sir Thomas lV!ore, a man, who, befides the 
ornaments of an elegant literature, poffeifecl the higheR: 
virtue, integrity, and capacity. 

· '\VoLSEY was order d to depart from Y ork-Place, a 
palace which he had built in London, a1 d which, though 
it really belonged to the fee of York, was feized by Hell
:ry, and became afterwards the rdidencc of the kings of 
Englan , under the t:tle of \Vhiteh3ll. All h ·s furniture 
and plate were alfo feized : Their rich s and fplendor 
befitted rather a royal than a private fortune. The walls 
of his palace were covered with cloth of P"old or c oth 
of filver: He had a cupboard of plate of maffy t;old: 
There were found a thoufancl pieces of fine holland be
longing to him. The refr of his riches and furniture wa~ 

e Cavendiili, p, 41, 

ill 
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"h proportion; and his opulence was probably no fmall C H A P. 
. h" . 1 r. • . fth" XXX. 1nducement to t IS vto ent per~ecutwn agam 1m. ~ 

THE c, rdinal was ordered to retire to Afher, a coun- 1529• 

try feat which he poffeffed near Hampton-Court. The 
world, that had paid him fuch abje8: court during his 

profpcrity, now entirely deferted him, on this fatal re-
verfe of all his fortunes. ·He himfelf was much dejeB:ed 

with the change ; and from the fame turn of mind, which 
had made him be fo vainly elated with his grandeur, he 
te!t the fl:roke of adverfitywith double rigourf. The 
fmalleft appearance of his return to favour threw him 
into tranfports of joy, unbecoming a man. The king 
had feemed willing, during fome time, to intermit the 
blows, which overwhelmed him. He granted him his 
proteEl:ion, and left him in poffcffion of the fees of York 
and Winchell:cr. He even fent him a gracious meffage, 
accompanied with a ring, as a tcfrimony of his affeB:ion. 
Wolfey, who was on horfcback when the meffenger met 
him, immediately alighted ; and throwing himfelf on his 
knees in the mire, received in that humble attitude thefe 

marks of his m:tjcfty's gracious difpofition towards him g. 

BuT his enemies, who dreaded his return to court, 

never ccafed plying the king with accounts of his feveral 
offences ; and Anne Boleyn in particular contributed her 
endeavours, in conjunction with her uncle the duke of 

Tor folk, to exclude him from all hope::. of ever being 
reinftated in his former authority. He difmiffed therefore 
hi ~ numerous retinue; and as he was a kind and benefi
cent mafter, the feparation paffcd not without a plentiful 

e:ffufion of tears on both fides \ The king'::. heart, not-
·ithfbnding fome gleams of kindnefs, fi ~med now to

tally hardened , gainf!: his old f:tvourite. He ordered him 
to be indicted in the St:.1r Chamber, where a fentence was 

f Strype, vol. j, P• I r 4, JI 5· A p. To I, &c. g Stowe, 

• 547• ) Caven ifu. S~owo, p. 549• 

6 paffed 
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C H A P, palfcd upon him. And not content with this feverity, 
XXX. . 1 h . f h 1' ~ he abandoned h1m to a 1 t e ngour o t e par 1ament, 

1 52 9· which now, after a long interval, was again affembled. 
November, The houfe of lords voted a long charge againfl: W olfey, 

confifting of forty-four articles; and accompanied it 
with an application to the king for his puni:lhment, and 
his removal from all a!..tthority. Little oppofition was 
made to this charge in the upper houfe: No evidence of 
any part of it was fo much as c:t1led for; and as it 
confifts chiefly of general accufations, it was fcarcely 
fufceptible of any i. The articles were fcnt down to the 
houfe of commons; where Thomas Cromwel, formerly 
a fervant of the cardinal's, and who had been raifed by 
him from a very low ftation, defended his unfortunate 
patron with fuch fpirit, generofity and courage, as ac
quired him great honour, and laid the foundation of 
that favour, which he afterwards enjoyed with the 
king. 

"\VoLSEY's enemies, finding that either his innocence 
or his caution prevented them from h:H'ing any jufi: 
ground of accufing him, had recourfc to a very extraor
dinary expedient. An indictment \Yas laid againfl: him; . 
that, contrary to a ftatute of Richard II. cor!1monly called 
the ftatute of provifors, he had procured bulls from Rome, 
particularly one invcfiing him with the legan:ine power, 
which he had exercifed with \'ery extenfive authority. 
He confeffed the indictment, p!caded ignor;'..nce of the 
Hatute, and threw hit. felf on the king's mercy. He was 
perhaps within re.1ch of the lav1 ; but bd1des that this 
ftatute had fallen altogether into difufe, nothing could 
b~ more rigorous .:nd fc •ere than to impute to him as a 
crime, what he had openly, durin2" the cour[c of fo manv 
years, praetifed with the confent ~nd approbat:on of th~ 
king, and th~ acquie.eence of the parliament am! kinr·-

o 

i See note [C] at he end of the volamf'. 

7 <.!om. 
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dom. Not to mention, what he always affcrted k and C H A P. 

what we can fcarcely doubt of, that he had obtain:d the '-~ 
royal licence in the mofr form~l manner, which, had he '5~· 
not been apprehenfive of the dangers attending any op-
pofition to Henry's lawlcfs will, he might have pleaded 
in his own defence before the judges. Sentence, how-
ever, was pronounced againfr him, " That he was 
" out of the king's pro cB:ion; his lands and goods 
" forfeited; and that his perfon might be committr:d to 
" cufrody." But this profecution of Wolfey was car-
ried no farther. Henry even granted him a pardon for 
all offences; refrored him part of his plate and furni~urc; 
and {till continued, from time to time, to drop expref-
fions of favour and compaffion towards him. 

1."'HE complaints againfr the ufurpations of the ecdc- Commenc~
fiafi:ics had been very ancient in England, as well as in m~nt of .tne 

rttot mat:o:-
mofr other European kingdoms; and as this topic wa~ in Engl .. ~ • 

now become popular every where, it had paved the way 
for the Lutheran tenets, and r conciled the people, in 
fome meafure, to the frightful idea of herefy and inno-
vation. The commons, finding the occafion favourable, 
paffed fcveral bills, refrraining the impofitions of the 
dergy ; one for the regulating of mortuaries ; another 
againfl: the exaClions for the proba~cs of wills I ; a third 
againH: non-refid z~ce and pluralities, and .againfi: church-
men's be'ng f.armers of land. But :\Vhat appeared chieRy 
dangerous to the ecclefiafl:ica1 order, were the fevere 
in vc'-~ivcs thrown out, almofr without oppofition, in 
the houfe, againfr the diffolute lives of the prieRs, their 
ambition, their < v.arice, and their cndlef$ encroachments 
on the laity. Lord Herbert z. has even preferved the fp~ech 

k Cavendiih, p. 7z.. 

1 Thde exatl:io::s are qlli e arbitrary, and had a~i!en to a gteat !:eight. 
A mtmber faid in the houre, tl1at .. thoufand mt:r~s haJ bee11 ~;ncrc:\l fu)ln 

him oo that. account. Hall, f~·L Ig3. Str~5, -.ol. i. tJ· 73• 
v. P. :Z.9l• 

of 
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c H A P. of a gentleman of GrJ.y's-Inn, v:hich is of a fingula 
XXX. • • ili d I' 1 ~__,nature, and contams fuch toptcs as we ou 1tt e cx-
1529• peEl: to meet ·it 1 during that period. The member in

fifts pon he aft' .riety of theological opinions, hi eh 
pr v iled in differ, 1t nation- and ages..; the end efs inex·
tricable controverfies n ai .. ~ained by the feveral fe8:s ; the 
impofiibility, that a 1y man, much le~ the peop1e, could 
e rer k!1ow, mt·ch 1 L exa .• i. e the tenets and principles 
of each feet· the ncceffit.- of ignorance an ... fufpence of 
judgment , ith rega:- ~o H tho e of difpute : 
And upon t 1e w ole, he i .fer , 
obligat ry o . man : , i 
Being, the authoi" f n-ture; an th 
morals, in order to o .a:. 
Such fentiments \ r Ul 

our time; an 

t ...... re. The comm j s · . - .. h:; mouth 
Au le:, t li ea ~er~ n au,.,. c . .ai .. t to tne 
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the reflecrions thrown upon them; and the bifhop was C H A P. 

obliged to put a more favourable confi:rucrion on his ~ 
words "· 1529• 

HENRY was not difplcafed, that the court of Rome 
and the clergy fhould be fenfiblc, that they were entirely 
dependant on him, and that his parliament, if he were 
willing to fecond their inclinations, was fufficiently dif
pofed to reduce the power and privileges of the ecclefi
afi:ics. The commons gratified the king in another parti
cular of moment: They granted him a difcharge of 
all thofe debts, which he had contratl:ed fince the be
ginning of his reign : And they grounded this bill; 
which occafioned many complaints, on a pretence of the 
king's great care of the nation, and of his regularly em
ploying all the money, which he had borrowed, in the 
public fervicc. l\1ofi: of the king's creditors confifi:ed of 
friends to t~e cardinal, who had been engaged by their 
patron to contribute to the fupply of Henry's neceffities; 
and the prefent courticrs were well pleafed to take the 
opportunity of mulC:ting them 0 • Several alfo approved 
of an expedient, vyhich, they hoped, would ever after 
difcredit a method of fupply, fo irregular and fo unparli
amcntary. 

THE domefi:ic tranf.'lctions of England were at prefentForeign af-: 
fo interefi:ing to the king, that they chiefly engaged his fairs, 

attention; and he regarded foreign affairs only in fubor
dination to them. He had declared war againfi: the 
emperor; but the mutual advantages reaped by the cof!l-
merce between England and the Netherlands, had engaged 
him to ftipulate a neutrality with thofe provinces; and 
except by money contributed to the Italian wars, he had 
in efFect exercifed no hofiility againfi: any of the impe-
rial dominions. A general peace was this fummcr db-

n Parliamentary Hifi:ory, vol. iii, p. 59· Burnet, vol. ii, P• 8z. 
c Burnet, vol. ii. p. 83. 

VoL. IV. H bli!hed 
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c H A p. bliihed in Europe. rviargaret of Aufiria and Louife '3f 
XXX. d r. 1 d h f ·c ~ Savoy met at Cambray, an 1ett e t e terms o paclu-

s:.g, cation between the French king and tne emperor. 

Charles. accepted of two mi..lwn of crowns in lieu of 

.Burgundy ; and he deli,·ered up the t\vo princes of 

France, whom he had retained as ho£la0 es. Henry was, 
on this occafion, fo generou, to his friend and ally 

Franc1s, that he fent him an acquittal of near 6oo,oco 
cro,·.;ns, which that prince owed him. Francis's Italian 

confederates were not fo well fati fie<f as the king with 

the peace of Cambray: They were almoff \vholly aban

doned to the will of the emperor ; and feemed to have no 

other mean of fecurity left, but nis equity and modera
tion. Florence, after a brave rdifrance, ;vas fuocfued 

by the imperial arm , an fina : de ivere-d over to the 

dominion of the fam·l; of ~ 1edici:. The Venetians 

were bet~er treated: T. e:~ were on.y o li0 ed to relinquifh 

fame· ~::cqu.fition , whic1 they h... m .. e 0:1 the coaft of 
aples. Even Franc· s:orza obtained the invefriture of 

1ilarr, arid was panfor.:ed for ~. his pill offences. The 
emperor in perfon paffed into I ~a y \ ·ith a magnificent 

train, and received the imperia crm ·n from the hands of 

the pope at Bolo;na.. He v-as ' twe y-nine years of 

a~e; and h vmg already, by hi ·igour and capacity, 

1ucceeded in e'·ery enterprize, and reduced to capti 'ity 

the two greateft potentates in Europe, the one fpirituaJ, 

the o:her temporal, he attracted ~he e} es or· all men ; 

~!ld many prognoftications were ~orm oi hi3 g.owing 
empire. 

B LT though Charles feemed to be profperous on every 

fide, and the conq ueft of ~ 1exico a1 d Peru now be9Cln 
0 

to prevent that fcarcttv of monev under which he had 

hitherto laboured, be .found him:elt threatened with dif

ncultie~ in German T; and hi' defire of remed\ in a them 
' J ~ 

was the chief caufe of his gran .. i!l;::, fuch modera(e condi-

wms to the power in Italy. ultan ol: m, 11 > the great

eft 
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t-fl: and rhofr accomplifhed prince that ever fat on the C H A P. 

XXX. 
Ottoman throne, had almofr entirely fubdued Hungary, ~ 
had befiegeu Vienna; and, though repulfed, frill menaced ISZ9a 

the hereditary dominions of the houfe of Aufrria with 
conquefr and fubjetl:ion. The Lutheran princes of the 
empire, finding that liberty of confcience was denied 
them, had combined in a league for their own defence at 
Smalcalde; and becaufe they protefred againfr the votes 
paffed in the imperial diet, they thenceforth received the 
appellation of prot'!fiants. Charles had undertakert to re-
duce them to obedience ; and on pretence of fecuring 
the purity of religion, he had laid a fcheme for aggran-
dizing his own family, by extending its dominion O\'er 
all Germany. 

THE friendfhip of Henry was one material circum..: 
fiance yet wanting to Charles, in order to enfure fuccefs 
to his ambitious entcrprizes; and the king was fufficiently 
apprized, that the concurrence of that prince would at 
once remove all the difficulties, which lay in the way of 
his divorce; that point, which had long been the object of 
his moft earneft willies. But befides that the ihterefrs of 
hi~ kingdom feemed to require an alliance with France, 
his haughty fpirit could not fubmit to a friendihip im
fOfed on him by confrrairtt; and as he had ever been 
accufromed to receive courtlhip, deference, and felicita
tion from the greatefr potentates, he could ill brook that 
dependance, to which this unhappy affair feemcd to have 
reduced him. Amidft the anxieties with which he was 
agitated, he was often tempted to break off all connexions 
with the court of Rome; and thcugh he had been educated 
in a fuperfritious reverence to the papal authority, it is 
likely, that his perfonal experience of the duplic:ty and 
felfilh politics of Clement, had ferved much to op~n his 
eyes in that particular. He founJ his royal prerot;ative 
fi.rmly efiablifhcd at home : He obfervcd, that his people 

.fl 2 wen~ 
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c H A P. were in O'eneral much difgufi:ed with clerical ufurpations,) 
XXX 

0 
• • f ~~and difpofed to reduce the powers and pnvileges o . the 

'5~9· ecclefiafi:ical order: He knew, that they had cordially 
taken part with him in his rofecution of the div<?rce, 
and highly refented that unworthy treatment, which~ 
after fo many fervices and fuch devoted attachment, he 
had received from the court of Rome. Anne Boleyn alfo 
~')uld not fail to ufe alFher effortS') and employ every infi
nuation, in order to make him proceed to extremities with 

the pope; both as it was the readiefi: way to her attaining 

royal dignity, and as her education in the court of the 
dutchefs of Alen~on, a princefs inclined to the reform

ers, had already difpofed her to a belief of the new doc

trines. But notwithfi:anding thefe indu-cements, Henry 
had fl:rong motives {till to defire a good agreement with 
the fovereign pontiff. He· apprehended the danger of 

fuch great innovations : He dreaded the reproach of he
refy : I-re abhorred all connexions with the Lutherans, 
th~ chief opponents of the papal power : And having 

once exerted himfelf with fuch applaufc, as he imagined,. 
in defence of the Romilh . communion, he was ailiamed 
to retraB: his former opinions, and betray from paffion 
fuch a palpable inconfifi:cncy. While he was agitated· 

by thefe contrary motives, an expedient was propofed, 
which, as it promifed a folution of all difficulties, was 

embraced by him with the greatcfi: joy and CatisfaB:ion. 

The nniver- DR. Thomas Cranmer, fellow of Jefus-College in 
.li1 ~t1ic s ,conb- Cambridge, was a man remarkable in that univerfity for-
o tt: u a out 

th e k ing's his learning, and frill more, for the candour and difin-· 
marn~ge. 11. d .r f h' teren.e nets o 1s temper. He fell one evening by acci• 

dent into company with Gardiner, now fecretary of fiate,. 
and Fox, the king's almoner; and as the bufinefs of the 
divorce became the fuhjeCl: of converfation, he obfcrved, 
that the readiefi: way, either to quiet Henry's confcience 
or extort the pope's confent, would be 'to confult all 

the 
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be univerfities of Europe with regard to this controverted c H A P. 

point: If they agreed to approve of the king's marriage~ 
:with Catherine, his remorfes would naturally ceafe; if 152S• 

~hey condemned it, the pope would find it difficult to 
refift the felicitations of fo great a monarch, feconded by 
the opinion of all the learned men in Chr frendom ". 
When the king was informed of the propofal, he was de-
lighted with it; at:.d fwore, wi'th more alacrity than de-
licacy, that Cranmer had got the right fow by the ear: 
He fent for that divine; ente,red into converfation with 
him; conc;eived a high opinion of his virtue and under
ftanding; engaged him to w_rite in defence of the divorce; 
.and immediately, in profecution of the fcheme propofed, 
employed his agents to colJeB: the judgments of all the 
univerfities in Europe. 

HAD the queftion of Henry's marriage with Catherine 
been exami~ed by the principles of found philofophy, 
exempt from fuperftition, it feemed not liable to much 
difficulty. The natural r afon, why marriage in certain 
degrees is prohibited by the civil laws, and condemned 
~y the moral fentiments, of all nations, is derived from 
men's care to preferve purity of manners ; while they re
flect, that, if a commerce of love were authorized between . 
near relations, the frequent opportunities of intimate-con
verfation, efpecially during early; youth, would introduce 
~n univerfal dilfolutenefs and corruption. But as the 
cuftoms of countries vary confiderably, and open an in
tercourfe, more or lefs reftrained, between different fami
lies, or between the feveral members of the fame family, 
fo we find, that the moral precept, varying with its caufe, 
!s fufceptible, without any inconvenience, of very differ
ent latitude in the feveral ages and nations of the world. 
The extreme deli<;acy of the Greeks prrmitted no commu
nication between perfons of different fexes, except where 

P Fox, P• 1S6o1 ~;l edit, Burnet, vol, i, P• 79• Speed, P• 769. Hey
lln, P· 5• 

H 3 they 
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~ H A P. tbey lived under the fame roof· and even the apartments 
XXX. • ' 
~ v"'-' of a fl:ep-mother, and her daughters, were almofl: as 

H%9' much £hut up againfi vifits from the huiliand's fons, as 
againfi: thofe from any fi:ranger or more difi:ant relation : 
Hence, in that nation, it was lawful for a man to marry, 
not only his niece, but his half-fifi::er by the father: A 
liberty unknovm to the Romans, and other nations, 
where a mere ope-n intercourfe was authorized between 
the fcxes. Reafc11ing from this principle, it would ap
pear, that the ordinary commerce of life, among great 
princes, is fo obftruB:ed by ceremony and numerous at

tendants, that no ill confequence would refult, among 
them, from marrying a brother's widow; efpc:cially if 
the di fpenfation of the fupreme priefr is previoufly re

quired, in order to jufi:ify what may in common cafe~ be 
col!Jemncd, and to hinder the precedent from becoming 

t.Jo common and familiar. And as fl:rong motives of 
public interefl: and tranquillity may frequently require 
fuch alliances between the fovereign families, there is the 

lefs reafon for extending towards them the full rigour of 
that rule, which has place among individuals 9. 

BuT in oppofition to thefe reafons, and many more 

which might be collected, Henry had cufl:om and prece

dent on his fide, the principle by which men are almofi: 

wholly governed in their actions and opinions. The 
marrying of a brother's widow was fo unufual, that no 
other infiance of it could be found in any hifl:ory or re
cord of any Chriilian nation; and though the popes were 
accufiomed to difpenfe with more effential precepts of 

morality, and even permitted marriages within other pro
hibited degrees, fuch as thofe of uncle and niece, the 
imaginations of men were not as yet reconciled to this 
particular exercife of his authority: Several univedities 
of Europe, therefore, without hefitation, as well as with-

~ See note [DJ at the tnd of t~e volume. 

out 
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-out 'interefl: or reward r, gave verdiCl: in the king's favour; C H. A P. 
. O B XXX. not only thofe of France, Pans, rleans, ourges, To- ~o.oo--v--..1 

roufe, Angiers, which might be fuppofed to lie under the I 530· 

influence of their prince, ally to Henry; but alfo thofe 

of Italy, Venice, Ferrara, Padua; even Bologna itfelf, 

though under tbe immediate jurifdit\:ion of Clement. 
Oxford alone s and Cambridge t made fome difficulty ; be-

caufe tbefe univerfities, alarmed at the progrefs of Lu

theranifm, and dreading a defeCtion from the holy fee., 
fcrupled to give their fanction to meafures, whofe confe-
cruences, they feared, would .prove fatal to the ancient· 

religion. Their opinion 'hm:vevei., conformable to that 
of the other univerfitics of Europe, was at la:ft obtained ; 
and the king, in order to give more weight to all thcfe au-
thorities, engaged his nobility to write a letter to the pope, 
recommending his caufc to the holy 'father, and threaten-

ing him ;with the mofi dangerous confequences .in cafe of 

a denial of j ufiice u. The convocations too, both of 
Canterbury and York, ,Pronounced the ki.ng's marriage 
invalid, irregular, and contrary to the law of God, with 
which no human ,Power had authority to difpenfe w. But 
Clement, lying frill under the influence of the emperor, 
continued to fummon the king to appear, either by him-

felf or pro~y, before his trihunal at Rome; and the king, 

who knew that he could expeCt no fair trial there, refufed 

to fubmit to fucb a condition, and would not even admit 

of any citatiop, which he regarded as a high infult, and 

a violation of his royal prcrogativ~. The father of Anne 

Boleyn, created earl of Wiltfhire, carried to the pope the 
king's reafons for not appearing by proxy; and, as the 

firft in:ftance of di.frefpecl: from England, refufed to kifs 

r Herbt-rt. Burnet. s Wood, hifi:. and ant. Ox, lib. i. p. 225• 

t Burnet, vel. i. p. 6. u Rymer, vol. xiv, 405. Burnet, vol. i. 

p. 95• w Rymer, voJ. xiY. p, 4541 47.:. 

H4 hi a 
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' C H A 19. his holinefs's foot which he very gracioufly held out to 
XXX . ' • 
~ him for that purpofe x. 

' "~SJo. THE extremities, to which I{enry was pulhed, bot~ 
againft the pope and the ecclefiafrical order, were natu
rally difagreeable to cardinal W olfey ; and as Henry fore
faw his oppofition, it is the mofr probable reafon that can 
be affigned for his renewing the profecution againfl: his 
anci~nt favourite. After Wolfcy had remained fome time 
at Alher, he was allowed to remove to Richmond, a pa

lace which he had received as a prefent from Henry, in 
return for Hampton-Court: But. the courtiers, dreading 
.ftill his vicinity to the king, procured an order for him to 
remove to his fee of York. The cardinal knew it was 
vain to refiil:: He teok up his refidence at Cawood i~ 

Yorklhire, where he rendered himfelf extremely popular 
in the neighbourhood, by his affability and hofpitality Y; 

~ut he was not allowed to remain long unmolefi:ed in thi~ 
retreat. The earl of Northumberland received orders~ 

without regard to Wolfey's ecclefiafl:ical charaCter, to 
arrefr him for high treafon, and to conduct him to Lon
don, in order to his trial. The cardinal, partly from the 
fatigues of his journey, partly from the agitation of hi~ 
nnxious mind, was feized \Yich a diforder which turned 
into a dyfentery ; and he was able, with fome difficulty, 
to reach Leicefrer-abbey. When the abbot and the 
monks advanced to receive him with much refpetl and 
{everence, he told them, that he was come to lay his 
bones among them; and he immediately took to his bed, 

Nov. ~s. whence he never rofe more, A little before he expired, 
he addreffed himfelf in the following words to Sir William 
Kingfion, confi:able of the Tower, who had him in cuf-· 
tody. " I pray yo~, have me heartily recommende~ 
4' unto his royal majefiy, and befeech him on my behalf 
'' to call to his remembrance all matters that have paffed 

x Burnet, vol, i, p. 94• Y Cavendi1h, Stowe, p. 554, 

" between 
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~~ between us from the beginning, efpecially with re- C ~X~. P, 

" garJ to his bu:linefs with the queen; and · then will ~ 
~' he know in his confcience whether I have offended I Sl~· 

" him. 
" HE is a prince of a moll: royal carriage, and hath ~ 

" princely heart; and rather than he will mifs or want 
f' any part of his will? he w~ll enda~ger the one half of 

" his kingqom. 

" I no affure ym~, that I have often kneeled before 
" him, fometimes three hours together, to perfuade him 
" from his wifl and appetite; but could not prevail : 

" Had I but ferved Qod as dipgently as I have fcrved the 

" king, he would not have given me over in my grey 
~' hairs. But this is the juft reward that I mull: receive 

" for my indulgent pains and ftudy, not regarding my 
" fcrvice to God, but only to my prince. Tl+erefore, let 
" me advife you, if you be one ~f the privy-council, as 

" by your wifdom you are fit, take care what you put 

" into the king's 4ead: for yo11 can never p~t it out 
" again z .• " 

THus died this famous cardinal, whofe character feems WoUey's 

to have contained as :lingular a variety a:> the fortune, to death. 

which he was expofcd. The obfiinacy ap.d violence of 

~he king's temper may alleviate much of the blame, which 
fome of his favourite's meafures have undergone; and 
~rhcn we confider, that the fubfequent part of Henry's 
reign was rr:uch more criminal than that which had been 
direB:ed by '\Vo1fcy's counfels, we £hall be inclined to 

fufpcCl: thofe hifiorians of partiality, who have endea
voured to load the memory of this minificr with fuch vi-
olent reproaches. If in foreign politics, he fometimes 
~mployed his influence over the king for his private pur-
I Qfes, rather than his maficr's fervice, which, he boafted, 

he ~~d folcly at heart; v.c mull: remember, that he ha~ 

in 
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C H A P, in view the papal throne; a dignity, which, had he at-
xxx. , d h' k H ti · ~ tained it, would have enab.e trn to ma e enry a mt-
1S30• able return for all his favours. The cardinal of Amboife, 

whofe memory is refpeB:ed in France, always made this 
apology for his own conduct, which wns, in fome refpeet, 
fimilar to Wolfey's; and we have reafon to think, that 
Henry was well acquaintetl with the views by which his 
minifi:er was influenced, and took a pride in promoting 
them. He much regretted his death, "When informed of 
it; and always fpoke favourably of his memory : A proof, 
that h~mour, more than reafon, or any difcovery of tr~a
chery, had occafioned the lafr perfecutions againft him. 

~~]I• . A NEW fe.ffion of parliament was held, together with 
16 January. · d h k' h fr t:. f A parlia- a convocatiOn ; an t e mg ere gave rong proo1s o 
ment, his extenfive authority, as well as of his intention to turn 

.it to tile deprcffion of the clergy. As an ancient fratute, 
now almoft obfolete, had been employed to ruin \Volfey, 
and render his cxercife of the legantine power criminal, 
notwithftanding the king's permiffion; the fame law was 
now turned againfi the ecclefiaftics. It was pretended, 
that every one, who had fubmitted to the legantine court, 
that is, the whole church, had violated the fiatute of 
provifors ; and the attorney-general accordingly brought 
an indictment againft them a. The convocation knew, 
that it would be vain to oppofe reafon or equity to the 
king's arbitrary will, or plead that their ruin would have 
been the certain confequence of not fubmitting to Wol
f~y's commiffion, which was procured by Henry's con
fent, and fupported by his authority. They chofe there
fore to throw themielves on the mercv of their fovereicrn · . ;::, ' 
apd they agreed to pay I I 8,84-o pounds for their pardon b. 

A confe.ffion was likewife extorted from them, that the 
k ·llg was the protetlor and the Jupreme head of the church aJZd 

a Antiq. Brit. Ecclef. p. 325• Burn~t, vol, i, p. 106, 
lin~lhed, p. 91l• 

.. 
b Ho!-

clergy 
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clergy of E12gland; though fome of them had the dextcrity.C f! A P. 

to get a claufe infcrted, which invalidated the whole fub-~ 
miffion, and which ran in thefe terms, in Jo Jar as is per- 1 531• 

mitted by the law of Chrijl. 
THE commons, finding that a pardon was granted the 

clergy, began to be apprehenfive for themfelves, le:fl:: ei

ther they 1hould afterwards be brought into trouble on 

account of their fubmiffion to the legantine court, or a 

fuppl y, in like manner, be extorted from them, in return 

for their pardon. They therefore petitioned the king, to 

grant a remiffion to his lay fubjects; but they met with 

a repulfe. He told them, that, if he ever pleafed to for

give their offence, it would be from his own goodnefs, 

not from their application, lefi he £hould feem to be com

pelled to it. Some time after, when they defpaired of 

obtaining this conceffion, he was pleafed to iffue a pardon 

to the laity; and the commons expreffed great gratitude 

for that act of clemency c. 

BY this :fl::riCl: execution of the :fl::atute of provifors, a 153t. 

great part of the profit, and fiill more o~ the power, of 

the court of Rome was cut off; and the conncxions be-

tween the pope and the Englifh clergy were, in fome 

meafure, diffolved. 1,he next feffion found both king 

and parliament in the fame difpofitions. An aCl: was 15 January. 

paffed again:fi levying the annates or firfi: fruits d ; being a 

yea(s rent of !-ill the bi{hoprics that fell vacant : A tax 

which was irnpofed by the court of Rome for granting Progrefs of 

bulls to the new prelates, and which was found to amount tht_e refo
1
m .. 

• a lOOt 

to confiderable fums. Since the fecond of Henry VII. 
no lefs than one hundred and fixty thoufand pounds had 
been tranfmitted to Rome, on account of this claim i 

c Hall's chronicle. Hollinglhed, p. 92.3. Baker, p. zc8. 

~ Burnet, vol. i, ColleCt, No •P• Strype, vol.!· p. 1.4·4• 

whic-' 
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.c H A P. which the parliament, therefore, reduced to five per cent~ 
~ on ail the epifcopal benefices. The better to keep the 

1 3•· pcpe in a vc, the king was eptrufl:ed with a power of re
gu!ating thefe payments, ~nd of confirming or infringing 
this aCt ·at his pleafure : And it was voted, that any ccn
fures, which !hould be paffed by the court of Rome, on 
account cf that law, !hould be entirely difrcgarded, and 
that mafs fhould be faid, and th~ facraments adminifi:ered, 
as if no fuch cenfurc~ had been iffued~ 

THIS feffi.on the commons preferred to the ;<ing a long 
~omplaint againfi: the abufes and opprcffions of the eccle
fia!l:ical courts ; and t!1cy were proceeding to enaCt laws 
for remedying the :1, when a difference arofe, which put 
~n end to the fcffion, before the parliament had finiihe4 
~11 their bufinefs. It was become a cufi:om for men to 
make fuch fcttlements, or trufr deeds, of their lands by 
\vill, that they defrauded, not only the king, but al~ 

other lords, of their wards, m4rriages, and reliefs ; and 
by the fame artifice the king was deprived of his primier 
fcifin, and the profit~ of the livery, which ~ere no incon
(lderable branches of his revenue. Henry made a bill be 
drawn to moderate, not remedy altogether, this abufe; 
H~ was contented, that every man fhould have th~ liberty 
of difpofing in this manner of the half of !1is land; and 
he told the parliament in plain terms, " If they would . 
" not take a reafonable thing, when it was offered, he 
" would fearch out the extr~mity of the law; and then 
" would not offer them fo much ao-ain." The lords 

b • 

came willingly into liis terms; put the commo~s rejeeted 
the bill : A fingular infrance, where Henry might fee, 
that his power and authority, though extenfive, had yet 
fome boundaries. The commons, however, found rea
fon to repent of their victory. rrhe king made good his 
threats: He called together the judges and ablefi: lawyers, 
wh"? ~rgued the quefiio~ in cha~cery; ru~d it was decided, 

thJ.t 
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that a man could not by law bequeath any part of his C H A P. 

d f h. l . XXX. lands, in preju ice 0 lS 1e1r e. ~ 

THE parliament being again affembled after a iliort 1 53:· 
. to Apnl.. 

' prorogation, the kmg caufcd the two oaths to be read to 
them, that which the bifhops took to the pope, and that 
o the king, on their infiallation; and as a co:1tradictiot1 

might be fufpctl:ed between them, while the prelates 
feemed to fwear allegiance ·O two fovereigns r ; the parli-

ment £hewed their intention of abolifhing the oath to the 
pope, when their proceedings were fuddenly ftopped by 
the breaking out of the plague at vVeftminfter, which 
occafioned a prorogation. It is remarkable, that one 
Temfe ventured this feffion to move, that the houfe fhould 
addrefs the king, to take back the queen, and ftop the 
profecution of his divorce. This motion made the king 
fend for Audley, the fpeaker; and explain to him the 
fcruples, with which his confciencc had long been bur
thened; ft:ruples, he faid, which liad proceeded from no 
wanton appetite, which had arifen after the fervours of 
youth were pail:, and whi.ch were confirmed by the con
curring fentiments of aq the learned focieties in Europe. 
Except in Spain and Portugal, he added,. it was ne
ver heard of, that any man had efpoufed two fifters; but 
he himfelf had the misfortune, he believed, to be the 

firft Chri.fHan man that had ever married his brother's 
widow g. 

AFTER the prorogation, Sir Thomas More, the chan
cellor, forefecing that all the meafures of the king and 
parliament l~d to a breach with the church of Rome, and 
to an alteration of religion~ with which his principles 
would not permit him to concur, defired leave to refign 
the great feal; and he defcendcd from this high fi:ation 
with more joy and alacrity than he had mounted up tc 

e Burnet, vol. i. P· 116. Hall, 
f Burnet, vol. i. p. 123, t:q, 

Parliamentary hifrory. 
:; H,rbert. Hall, fol. zos. 

1 it. 
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c H A P. it. The aufierity of this man's virtue, and the fantl:ity 
~ of his manners, had nowife encroached on the gentlenefs 

rs.i~· of his temper, or even diminifhed that frolic and gaiety, 
to which he was naturally inclined. He fp01 ted with all 
the varieties of fortune into which he was thrown ; and 
neither the pride, naturally attending a high ftation, nor 
the melancholy, incident to poverty and retreat, could 
ever lay hold of his ferene and equal fpirit. While his 
family difcovered fymptoms of forrow on laying down the 
grandeur and magnificence, to which they had been ac
cufiomed, he drew a fubjeCl: of mirth from their difi:reffes; 
and made them aihamed of lofing even a moment's chear
fulnefs, on account of fuch trivial misfortunes. The 
king, who had entertained a high opinion of his virtue, 
received his refignation with feme difficulty; and he de
livered the great feal foon after to Sir Thomas Audley. 

DuRil\'G thefe tranfaetions in England, and thefe in
vafions of the papal and ecclefiaftical authority, the court 
of Rome was not without folicitude; and fhe entertained 
jufi apprehenfions of lofing entirely her authority in Eng
land; the kingdom, which, of all others, had long been 
the mofi devoted to the holy fee, and which had yielded it 
the mofi ample revenue. While the imperial cardinals 
puilied Clement to proceed to extremities againfr the king, 
his more moderate and impartial counfellors reprefented 
to him the indignity of his proceedings; that a great mo
narch, who had fignalized himfelf, both by his pen and 
his [word, in the caufe of the pope, :lhould be denied a 
favour, which he demanded on fuch J. ufi o-rounds and 

. b ' 

which had fcarcely ever before been refufed to any perfon 
of his rank and fiation. N otwithfianding thefe remon
firances, the queen's appeal was received at Rome; the 
king was cited to appear; and feveral confifiories were 
held, to examine the validity of their marriage. Henry 
\V.l:> dctcnnined not to ff'Ud any proxy to plead his cau{e 

before-
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before this court: He only difpatched Sir Edward Karne c H A P, 

and Dr. Bonner, in quality of excufators, fo they were~ 
called, to carry his apology, for not paying that defe- 1 Sl?.· 

rence to the papal authority. The prerogatives of his 
crown, he faid, mufr be facrificed, if he allowed appeals 
from his own kingdom; and as the quefrion regarded 
confcience, not power or interefr, no proxy could fup-
ply his place, or convey that fatisfaction, which the dic-
tates of his own mind alone could confer. In order to 
fupport himfelf in this meafure, and add greater fecurity 
to his intended defection from Rome, he procured an in-
terview with Francis at Boulogne and Calais, where he uth oa~ 

renewed his perfonal friendfhip, as well as public alliance 
with that monarch, and concerted all meafures for their 
mutual defence. He even employed arguments, by which, 
he believed, he had perfuaded Francis to imitate his ex-
ample in withdrawing his obedience from the bi!hop of 
Rome, and adminifiering ecclefiafiical affairs without 
having farther recourfe to that fee. And being now fully 
determined in his own mind, as well as refolute to fiand 
all confequences, he privately celebrated his marriage' with t 4th No:t<; 

Anne Boleyn, whom he had previoufly created marchio-
nefs of Pembroke. Rouland Lee, foon after raifed to 
the bi!hopric of Coventry, officiated at the marriage~ 
The duke of Norfolk, uncle to the new queen, her fa-
ther, mother, and brother, together with Dr. Cranmer, 
were prefent at the ceremony h. Anne became pregnant 
foon after her marriage; and this event, both gave great 
joy to the king, and was regarded by the people as a 
:thong proof of the queen's former modefty and virtue. 

THE parliament was again aifembled; and Henry, in r~ 11• 
conj unCl:ion with the great council of the nation, pro- 4A~h F~?· 

oar.td• 
<.:ceded frill in thofe gradual and fecure frcp .-, by which meac. 

I they 
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C H A P. they loofcned their connexions with the fee of Rome, and 
~ reprd[ed the ufurpations of the Roman pontiff. An act 

1533• was made againfi all appeals to Rome in caufes of matri
mony, divorces, wills, and other fuits cognizable in ec
clefiafi:ical courts; appeals efi:eemed difhonourable to the 
kingdom, by fubjeCl:ing it to a foreign jurifdiCl:ion; end 
found to be very vexatious, by the expcnce and the de
lay of jufl:ice, which neceffarily attended them i, The 
more to !how his difregard to the pope, Henrv, finding 

uth April. the new queen's pregnancy to advance, publici y owned 
his marriage; and in order to remove all doubts with re
gard to its lawfulnefs, he prepared meafures for declaring, 
by a formal fentence, the invalidity of his former mar
riage with Catherine: A fentence which ought naturally 
to have preceded his efpoufing of Anne k. 

THE king, even amidft his fcruples ana remorfes on 
account of his firfi: marriage, had always treated Catherine 
with refpeB: and di:fl:inCl:ion ; and he now endeavoured, 
by every foft and perfuafive art, to engage her to depart 
from her appeal to Rome, and her oppofition to his di
vorce. Finding her obfiinate in maintaining the jufiice 
of her caufe, he had totally forborne all vifits and intcr
courfe with her; and had defired her to make choice of 
any one of his palaces, in which !he fhould pleafe to re
fide. She had fixed her abode for fome time at Amphill 
near Dunfi:able; and it was in this latter town that Cran
mer, now created archbiihop of Canterbury, on the death 

loth May. of Warham 1, was appointed to open his court for ex ... 

amining the validity of her marriage. The near neigh~ 
bourhood of the place was chcfcn, in mder to deprive 
her of all plea of ignorance ; and as {he made no anfv,'er 
to the citation, either by herfclf or proxy, fue was de
clared contumacious; and the primate proceeded to the ex-

i ~4 Hen, VIJI, c. u. k Collier, vol. ii, p. 31 , and Records, NoS, 
m See note [E J at the end of the volume, 

ami nation 
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:tl':lination of the caufe. The e'·idences of Arthur's con- C H A P. 
xxx. 

ft.rmmation of his marriage were anew produced ; the '---v---J 
<>pinions of the univerfities were read, together with the 1 533• 

judgment pronounced two years befbre by the convoca-
tu• _ tions both of Canterbury and York ; and after thefe pre..; 

liminary fieps, Cranmer proceeded to a fentence, and an
nulled the king's marriage with Catherine, as unlawful 
and invalid. By a fubfequent fentence, ,he ratified the. 
marriage with Anne Boleyn, who foon after was publicly 
crowned Queen·, with all the pomp and dignity fuited to 
that cerem6ny m. To complete the king's fatis£aCl:ion on 
the conclufion of this intricate and vexatious affair, fue 
was fafely delivered of a daughter, wha received the name 

7
th ·sept. 

of Elizabeth, and who afterwards fwayed the fcepter with 
fuch renown and felicity: Henry was fo much delighted 
with the birth of this child, that foon after he conferred 
on her the title of princefs of Wales n ; a fi:cp fomewhat 
irregular, as 1he could only be prefumptive, not apparent 
heir of the crown. But he had, during his former mar• 
fiage, thought proper to honour his daughter Mary with 
that title; and he was determined to befi:ow, on the ofF-
fpring of his prefent marriage, the fame mark of difi:inB:ion,. 
as well as to exclude the elder princefs from all hopes of the 
f:1cceffion. His regard for the new qu'een fccmed rather 
to encreafe than diminifh by his marriage; and all men 
~peCl:ed to fee the entire afcendant of one who had 
mounted a throne, from which her birth had fet her at fo 
great a difi:ance, and who, by a proper mixture of feverity 
and indulgenc-e, had long managed fo intractable a fpirif 
;IS that of Henry. In otder t6 efface, as much as pof-
fible, all marks of his firfi marriage, Lord ~/lountjoy was 
fent to the unfortunate and di,'orced queen, to inform her, 
that !he was thenceforth to be treated only as princcfs-~ 
dowager of Wales; .and all means ·were employed to make: 

m H eylin, p. 6, n Burnet, vol. i. p. 13-f• 

VoL. IV. l 
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c ;/x.P. her a.cquiefce in that determination. But fuc :ontinue<t 
'--v----1 obftinate in maintaining the validity of her- marnage ; and 

151?· fhe would admit no perfon to her prefence, who did not 
approach' her with· the ac~uifomed' ceremonial.- Henry, 
forgetting his wonted generofity towards her,. employed 

menaces againfr fuch· of her fervants a3 complied with her 
commands in this particular ; but was neve~ able to make 

her r~linquifh her title and· pretenfions o. 

WH:EN intelligence was conveyed to Rome of thefe 

tranfaB:ions, fo injurious to the authority and reputation 
f>r the holy fee, the conclave was in a rage, and all the 

cardinals of the imperial faction urged the pope to pro

ceed to a definitive fcntence, and to dart his fpiritual 

thunders againfr Henry. But Clement proceeded no far
ther than to declare the nullity of Cranmer's fentence, as 

well as that of Henry's fccond marriage; threatening him 

with excommunication, if, before the firfr of N-ovember 

cnfuing, he did not replace every thing in the condition 
~ ~n w:hich it formerly frood P . - An event had happened; 

from which the pontiff expeB:ed a more amicable conclu-· 

fion of the difference, and which hindered him from car

rying matters to extremity againfr the king. 
THE pope had claims upon the dutchy of Ferrara foF 

the fovereignty of Reggio and :rv1odena q ; and having 
fubmitted his pretenfions to the arbitration of the empe .. 

p2ror, he was furprized to find a fentence pronounced 
a6ainfr him. Enraged at this difappointment, he heark

ened to propofals of amity from Francis ; and when that 
monarch made overtures of marrying the duke of Or

leans, his fecond fon, to Catherine of Medicis, niece 

of the pcpe, Clement gladly embraced an alliance, by 
which his family was fo much honoured. An interview 

was even. appointed between the pope and French king at 

o· Herbert, p. 31.6. 
1vl. iii. p. 5iiti. 

Burnet, vol. i, p. 13z. p Le Grand, 

Cl Bumet, vol. ii. p. I 3 3• Guicciardini. · 
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Marfeilies; and Francis, as a common friend, there em- c H A P. 
I d h. d ffi .. d" . XXX. p oye IS goo o ces m me Iatmg an accommodation "-v---J 

between his new ally and the king of England. 1 53S~a 
HAD this connexion of France with the fee of Rome 

taken place a few years fooner; there had been little diffi
culty in adjufring the quarrel with Henry. The king's 
requefr was an ordinary one; and the fame plenary power 
of the pope, which had granted a difpenfation for his 
cfpoufing Catherine, could eafily have annulled the mar
riage. But, in the progrefs of the quarrel, the fl:ate of 
affairs was much changed on both fides. Henry had 
1haken off much of that reverence, which he had early 
imbibed for the apofrolic fee; and finding, that his 
fubjech of all ranks had taken part with him, and 
willingly complied with his meafures for breaking off 
foreign dependance, he had begun to relilh his fpiritual 
authority, and would fcarcely, it was apprehended, be 
induced to renew his fubmi:ffions to the Roman pontiff.: 
The pope, on the other hand, now ran a manifefr rifque 
of infringing his authority by a compliance with the king; 
and as a fentence of divorce could no longer be refred on 
nullities in j ulius's bull, but would be confr!ued as an 
acknowledgment of papal ufurpations, it was forefcen; 
that the Lutherans would thence take occafion of triumph, 
and would perfevere tnore obfrinately in their prefent 
principles. But notwithfranding thefe obfl:acles, Francis 
did not defpair of mediating an agreement. He obferved 
that the king had frill fome remains of prejudice in favour 
of the catholic church, and was apprehenfive of the con
fequcnces, which might enfue from too violent innova
tions. He plainly fa~'V' the intcrefr5 that Clement had in 
preferving the obedience of England; which was one of 
the richefl: jewels in the papal crown. And he hoped, 
that thefe motives on both fides would facilitate a mu..:. 
tual agreement, and would forward the efFects of his 
good offices. 

FRAKCI ~ 
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C H A P. FR A !'(CIS firft prevailed on the pope to promifc, that, 

~ if the king would fend a proxy to Rome, and thereby 
1 .734• fubmit his caufe to the holy fee, he would appoint corn_, 

miffioners to meet at Cam bray, and form the procefs; and 

he would immediately afterwards pronounce the fentence' 
of divorce, required of him. Beliay, bi{hop of Paris, 
was next difpnt~hed to London, and obtained a promife 
from the king, ~hat he would fubmit Ttis caufe to the 
Roman confiftory, provided the cardinals of the imperial 

Kb ing'hs fi~ahl fatl:ion were excluded from it. The prelate carried this 
reac w1t 

Rome, verbal promife to Rome ; and the pope agreed, that, if 
the king would fign a written agreement to the fame pur
pofe, his demands !hould be fully complied with. A day 
was appointed for the return of the meffengers ; and all 
Europe regarded' this affair, which had threatened a 

violent rupture Between England and the Romi!h 

church, as drawing towards an amicable contlufion r. 

But the greatefl: atf:'lirs often depend on the mofr frivo
lous incidents. The courier, who carried the king's 

written promife, was detained beyond the day appointed: 
'.News was brought to Rome that a libel had been pub

li{hed in England againfi: the court of Rome, and a farce 
acted before the king in deri:fion of the pope and cardinals s. 

z
3

d March, ~he pope and cardlnals entered ii1to the confifl:ory en
flamed with anger; and by a precipitate fentence, the 

marriage of Henry and' Catherine \Vas pronounced va1id 1 

and Henry d~clarcd to be cxcommun1cated, if he refufcd 
to adhere to it. Two days after, the courier arrived; 
and Clement, who had been hurried from his ufual pru
dence, found, that, though he heartily repented of thi~ 
h::dty meafure, it would be difficult for him to retraCt: it,_. 
or replc.ce affairs on the fame footing as before. 

IT is not probable, that the pope, had he conduB:ed 
h:mfe1f with ever fo great moderation and temper, could" 

r f.ather Paul, lib, J • . $ Father Paul, lib,.J, 

hope, 
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hope, durin6 the life-time of Henry, to have regained C ~,.A P .. 

h h . . n . E 1 d 'I'h h x ... x .. muc aut onty or mr.uence 111 ng an . at monarc _,...., ..-.....,~ 

was of a temper b0th impetuous and obfiinate; and 1 53~ 
. . . ff JSth J.tn. havmg proceeded fo far m throwmg o the papal yoke, 

he never could again have been brought t:.1mcly to bend 
his neck to it. Even at the time~ when he was ncgo-
ciating a reconciliation with .Rome, he either entertained 
fo little hopes of fucccfs, or was fo indifferent about the 
event, that he had affelJl bled a Parliament, and continued A Parlia-

ment. 
to enact Jaws totaTly defiructivc of the papal authority. 
The people had been prepared by degrees for this great 
innovation. Each preceding feffion had retrenched fame
what from the power and profit of the pontiff. Care had 
1)een taken, during fome years, to teach the nation, that 
a general council was much fuperior to a pope. But now 
a bi!hop preached every Sunday at Paul's crofs, in order 
to inculcate the doCl:rlne, that the pope was entitled to no 

authority at all beyond the bounds of his own dioce(e t. 
'The proceedings of the parliament fhowed that they had 
entirely adopted this opinion; and there is reafon to b:::
Iievc, th:1t the king, after having procured a favourable 
fentcnce from Rome, which would have removed all 
doubts with regard to his fccond marriage and the fuccef
fion, might indeed ha.ve lived on tenns of civility with 
the Roman pontitf, but never would have furrendered to
him anyconftderable {hare of his affumed prerogative. The 
importance of the laws, paffeJ this feffion, even before in
tdligcncc arrived of the violent rcfolutions taken at Rome~ 
is fufficient to juftify this opinion. 

ALL p<tymcnts made to the apottolic chamber; all pro
viftons, bulls, difpcnfations, were aboliilied: Monafl:eries 

I 

were fubjetl:ed to the vifitation and government of the 
king alone: The law for punilhing heretics was mode
rated ; the ordinary was prohibited from imprifoning or 

t Burnet, vol. i. p. 144• 

I 3. trying. 
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,;r x~ .P · trying any perfon upon fufpicion alon~, without prefent"': 
......... ,...,.._,.. ment by two lawful witneffes; and 1t was declared that 

1 534· to fpeak againfr the pope's authority was no herefy: Bi
ihops were to be appointed, by a conge d' elire from the 
crown, or in cafe 'of the dean and chapter's refufal, by 

letters patent; and no recourfe was to be had to Rome 
for palls, bulls, or provifions : Campeggio and Ghinucci, 
nvo Italians, were deprived of the bi:fhoprics of Saliibury 
and \Vorcefl:cr, which they had hitherto enjoyed u: Th-e 

la\v, which had been formerly made againfi paying an

nates or firft fruits, but v;hich had been left in the king's 

power to fufpend or enforce, was fin::tlly e.fb.blifued: And 
a fubmiffion, which was cx::tetcd two years before from 

the clergy, and which had been obt~ined with great dif

ficulty, received this fcffion the fanCl:ion of parliament "· 

In this fubmi .. wn, the clergy acknowledge, that convo

~ations ought to be dfcmbled by the king's authority 
or.ly; they promife to enact no new canons without his 

(:onfent ; and they agree, that he ihould appoint thirty
two commiffivncrs, in order to examine the old canons, 
and abrogate fuch as !hould be found prejud;cial to his 

royal prc:rog.1tivc "· An appeal was alfo allowed from t~e 
bif'nop's court to the king in Chapcc~y. 

BuT the mofr important law, pafled this fcfr:on, was 

that whicl~ reguLtcd the fucce~on to the crown: The 

marriage of the king with Catherine was declared unlaw
ful, vo.d, and t?f no c.ff~a: The prima' ~'s fentcnce, all

nu1ling it, was r?,tified: And the marriage with queen 
Anne "o/as efi..Lblifhed •. cl confirmed. The crown was 
appointed to defcend to the i~ue of this ~arriage, and fail

~othMarch .ing them to the k\ng's heirs f9r ever. An oath likewife 
was enjoined to be taken in fav~ur of this order of fuc
ceffion, u,nder the ~enalty of impriJonment during the 

ll Le Neve's Fafli Ecclef. An~l .• 

.f. Co~lie~, ~~1. ii,. P• 6~> 1'!! . 

~ng's 
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ing's plcafure, and forfeiture of goods and chattels. C H A P, 
XXX. 

And all flander againfr the king, queen, or their iflue, was ~I'<J 

fubjeeled to the penalty of mifprifion of treafon. After 1 53-C-• 

tthefe compliances, tht! parliament was pr-Qr.ogued ; and 

thofe a6l:s, fo contemptuous towards the pope, and fo de-
frruB:ive of his authority~ were :paHed at the very time that 
Clement pronounced his hafry fentence agai.nfi the king .. 
Henry's refentment againfr queen Catherine, on account 
of her obfiinacy, was the reafon why he excluded her 
tlaughter from all hopes of [ucceeding to the crown; con-
trary to his ni"fi intention, when he began the procefs of 
.divorce, and of difpenfation for a fecond marriage .. 

THE king found his ecclefiafl:ical fubjeB:s as compliant 

.as. the laity. The convocation ordered, that the aB: againft 

zppeals to Rome, together with the king's appeal from 
the pope to a general council, ihould be affixed to the 
doors of all the churches in the kingdom: And they voted 
that the biiliop .of Rome had, by the law of God, no 
more jurifdiCl:ion in England tb.an a.ny other foreign bi
ihop ; and that the zuthority, which he and his prede
ceflors had there exer.cif.ed, was only by ufurpation and 
by the fafFerance of Engliih princes. Four perfons alone 
oppofed this vote in the lower houfc, and one doubted. 
It paH"ed unanim-oufly in the upper. The bifhops went 
fo far in thdr complaifance, that they took out new com

miffions from the crown, in which all their fpiritual ahd 

epifcopal authority was exprefsly affirmed to be derived 
ultimately from the civil magifirate, and to be entirely 
dcp~ndant on his good pleafure r. 

THE oath regarding the fucceffion was generally taken 

throughout the kingdom. Fifher, biihop of Rochefier, 
and Sir Thomas More, were the only perfons of note, 
that entertained fcruples with regard to its legality. Fiiher 
was obnoxious on account of fome pratl:ices1 into which 

Y Collier\ Ecclef. hift. voJ, ii, 
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C H A fl. his credulitv rather than any· bad intentions, feems te 
XXX J' 
~have betrayed him. But More was the pcrfon of greatcft 

1 SH· reputation in the kingdom for virtue and integrity; and 

as it was believed, that his authority would have influence 

on the fcntiments of others, great pains were taken to 

convince him of the lawfulnefs of the oath. He declared, 

that he had no fcruple with regard to the fucceffion, and 

thought that the parliament had full power to fettle it: 
He offered to draw an oath himfelf~ which would enfur~ 

his allcg(~nce to the heir appointed ; but he refufed the 

oath prefcribed by law ; becaufe the preamble of that oath 

affertcd the legality of the king's marriage with _r\nne~ 

and thereby implied, that his former marriage with Ca
therine was unlawful and invalid. Cranmer, the primate, 

and Cromwel, now fecretary of fi:atc, who highly loved 

and cfrcemed More, entreated him to lay afide his fcru

ples; and their friendly importunity feemcd to weigh 
more with him, than all the penalties attending his refu ..... 
fal z. He perfifted however, in a mild, though firm man
ner, to maintain his rcfolution; and the king, irritated 
againfl him as well as Fiiher, ordered both of them to be 
indicted upor the ftatute, aud cqmmitted prifo.Rers to the 
Tower. 

ld Novem. THE parHamept, being again affembled, conferred on 
the king the title of the only fupremc head on earth of the 

chqrch of England; as they had already invefi:ed him 
with all the real power belonging t9 it. In this memo.,. 

r:1ble aB:, the parliament granted him power, or rather 

acknowledged his inherent power, '' to vifit, and reprefs, 

~' redrefs, reform, order, correa, reflrain, or amend all 
" errors, herefies, abufes, offences, contempts, and enor
(' mities, which fell under any fpiritual authority or ju

~' rifdiction a." They alfo declared it treafon to attempt, 
!ma&inc1 or fpeak evil againft the king, queen, or his. 

::r. :purnet . vol, i. !>• I 56. a t6 H. 8. c, 1. 
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twirs, or to endeavour depriving them of their dignities C H A P 

or titles. They gave him a right to all the annates and ~,~·.., 
tythes of benefices, which had formerly been paid to the 1 534• 

court of Rome. They gr:;mted him a fubfidy and a fif.., 

teenth. They attainted More and Fiilier for mifprifion 

of treafon. And they completed the uniot} of England 
and \Vales, by giving to th.at principality all th~ benefit 

of the Englifh laws. 
THus the authority of the popes, like all exorbitant 

power, was ruined by the excefs of its acquifitions, and 

by frretching its pretenfions beyond what it was poffible 

for any human principles or prepoffeffions to fufrain. In

dulgences had in former ages tended extremely to enrich 

the holy fee; but being openly abufed, they ferved to ex .. 

~ite the firfr commotions and oppofition in Germany. 

The prerogative of granting difpenfations had alfo con ... 

tributed much to attach all the fovereign princes and 

great families in Europe to the papal authority; but 
meetint; with an unlucky concurrepce of circumfrances~ 

was now the caufe, why England feparated herfelf from 
the Romiih communion. The acknowledgment of the. 
king's fupremacy introduced there a greater fimplicity in 
the government, by uniting the fpiritual with the civil 

power, and preventing difputes about limits, which never 

could be exatl:ly determined between the contending 

jurifdictions. A way was alfo prepared for checking the 

~xorbitancies of fupedlitio11, and breaking thofe fhackles. 

by which all human reafon, policy, and indufrry had fo 

long been encumbered. 'The prince, it may be fuppofed:t 
peing head of the religioi1, as well as of the temporal ju

rifdiCtion of the kingdom, though he might fometimes
employ the former as an engine of government, had no 

interefi, like the Roman pontiff, in nourifhing its excei:.. 

[lve growth ; and, except when blinded by his own ig~ 
Rorance or bi~Qtry, would be fure to retain it within to"'f 

lerablt. 
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_ c ~XAX.P. Ierable limits, and prevent its abufes. And on the whole, 
L.--v---1 there followed from this revolution many beneficial con

J534· fequences; though perhaps neither forefeen nor intended 
by the perfons who had the chief hand in conduC:I:ing 

it. 
WHILE Henry proceeded with fo much order and tran-

quillity in changing the ancient religion, and while his 
authority feemed entirely fecure in England, he was held 

in fome inquietude by the ftate of affairs in Ireland and 

in Scotland. 
THE earl of Kildare was deputy oflreland, under the 

duke of Richmond, the king's natural fon, who bore the 
title of lieutenant; and as Kildare was accufed of fome 

violcnces againfl: the family of Offory, his hereditary ene

mies, he was fummoned to anfwer for his condutl:. He 
left his authority in the hands of his fon, who, hearing 

that his father was thrown into prifon, and was in dan
ger of his life, immediately took up arms., and joining 
himfelf to Oneale, Ocarrol, and other Iri!h nobility, 

committed many ravages, murdered Allen, archbifhop of 
Dublin, and laid fiege to that city. Kildare mean-while 
died in prifon, and his fon, perfevering in his revolt, 
made applications to the emperor, who promifed him af

:Cifiance. The king was obliged to fend over fome ~orces 

to Ireland, which fo haraffed the rebels, that this young 
nobleman, finding the emperor backward in fulfilling his 
promifcs, was reduced to the nece.ffity of furrendering 
himfelf prifoner to Lord Leonard Gray, the new deputy, 

brother to the marquis of Dorfet. He was carried over to 
E.;.1gland, together with his five uncles; and after trial 
and conviction, they were all brought to public jufi:ice; 
though two of the uncles, in order to fave the family) had 
pretended to join the king's party. 

THE earl of Angus had acquired the entire afcendant 
i:l Scotland.; and having got poffeffion of the king's per~ 

fo.n, 
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fon, then in early youth, he was able, by means of that c :x~. P. 

advantage, and by employing the power of his own fa-'--v---J 
mily, to retain the reins of government. The queen- 1

534-

dowager, however, his confort, bred him great difiurbance. 
For having feparated herfelf from him, on account of 
fome jealoufies and difgufis, and having procured a di-. 
vorce, ihe had married another man of quality, of the 
name of Stuart; and !he joined all the difl:ontented 110-

bility, who oppofed Angus's authority. James himfelf 
was diffatisfied with the flavery, to which he was reduced; 
Jlnd by fecret correfpondcnce, he excited firfi: Waiter Scot, 
then the earl of Lenox, to at tern pt, by force of arms, the 

freeing him from the hands of Angus. Both enterprize~ 
f~iled of fuccefs; but J ames, impatient of reftraint, found 
means at lafi of efcaping to Stirling, where his mother 
then refided; and having fummoned all the nobility tq 
~ttend him, he overturned the ~uthority of the Dou-
glaffes, and obliged An.gus and his brother to By into 

England, where they were proteCted by Henry. The 
king of Scotb.nJ, being now arrived at years of majority, 
took the government into his own hands; and employe4 
himfclf with great fpirit and valour, in repreffing thofe 
feuds, ravages, and diforders, which, though they dif-
turbcd the courfe of public jufi:ice, ferved to fupport the 
martial fpirit of the Scots, and contributed, by that means, 
to maintain national indep ndancy. He was dcfirous of 

renewing the ancient league with the French nation; but 
finding Francis in clofe union wi .. 4 ~ngland, and on that 
account fomewhat cold in hearkening to his propofals, he 
receiveJ the more favourably the advances of the emperor, 
who hoped, by means of fuch an ally, to breed difiurb-
ance to England. He offered the Scottiih king the choice 
of three princeffes, his own near relations, and ~11 of thq 
name of Mary; his fifter the dowager of Hungary, his 

,'5 ~ niece a daughter of Portu~al, or his ~ou[ln the daughter 

of 
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c t-r,.,!" P. of Henry, wnom h~ pretended to difpofe of unknown to 
X..u.X. h r: J . r· _t ' 1 ~_._....~ er tather. ames was more me meu to tnc atter propo-

• 1 514· {d,. had it not> upon refleCtion, been fo~md impracr:cable; 
and his natural propenfity to France at laft prevailed over 
all other confiderations. !'he a!liance with Francis ne

ccflari1y engaged J~mes to maintain peace with England. 
But though invited by his uncle~ Henry., to confer with 
him at Ncwcafrie, and concert common meafurcs for rc

l)rcffing the eccicfiafrics in both kingdoms, and fhaking ofF 
the yoke of Rome~ he could not be. prevailed on, by en
t~ring England, to put himfelf in the king's power. In 
orJcr to have a pretext for refufing the conference, heap

plied to th::: pope, and obtained a brief, forbidding him 
to eng::~ge in any perfonal negoci~tions with an enemy of 
the holy fee. From thefe meafures, Henry cafily con

cluded,. that he could very little depend on the friendfhip 

ofhis nephew. But thofe events took not place till fomc 
time after our prcfcnt period. 
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CHAP. XXXT.. 

Religious principles of the people--of the /..i;tg--of. 

theminiflers--Farther progrefr of thereformatir.m 

- -Sir Thomas More--Tbemaid of Kent

'Trial and execution of Fijher bijhop of Rocbefler

of Sir I'homas Mort--King excormntJnicatsJ___:___ 

Death of zueen Catberilte--SuppnjjioJt of the 

le.f!er monajleries--A Parliament --A convo

cation--CJ'ranjlction of the bible--Difgrace lJj 
.SZ.ueen Anne--ller trial--and execution

A Parliament--A cowvocation--Difcontents· 

among the people-- Infurrectio1t- Birth o._{ 

prince Edward a;zd death of .%teerz Jtme-Sup
prejjion of the greater monajhries -Cardi!!.al 

Pole. 

T HE ~mcicnt 2-nd a1mofl: uninterrupted op~Jofi.tion ~1. '; : 

of interefrs between the laity and clergy in Eng-~ 
!·and) -:md between the Englil11 dergy and the court of •ss.;· 
Rome, had ii ·fficientl}' prepared the nation fer a. brca.ch 'R el·g.'o1u~ ZJ 

- pnn~J? e~ :r-

with the fovereign pontifF; and men had penetration..rhe f?<:()ple.· 

enough to difcovcr abufes, 1-vhich were plainly calculat-ed 

for the ternpora1 advantages of' the hierarchy, and which · 

-they found clefrruCl:ive of t11eir own. ~I'llefe . fubjeth 
(eemed proportioned to human undcrfranding; ~nd even 

the people, who fdt the power of interefr in their o-.\'n 

breafl:s, cou1d percei\re the purpofc of thofe numerous 

inventions, which the interefl:ed fpirit of the Roman 

poutiff had jntroduced into religion. But wh~n the Ie-
t; mers ;I?roceeded thence to _<ll.(putc coJlcerning the na-

tw-JO. 
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«: H' A · P. tttre of the facraments, the operations of grace, the 

XXXI. . h D. h ..,_,,·v-v terms of acceptance With t e eity, men were t rown 
1 534· into amazement, and were, during fome time; at a lofs 

how to chufe their party. The profound ignorance in 
which both the clergy and laity formerly lived, and their 
freedom from theological altercations, had produced a 
:fincere, but indolent acquiefcence in received opinions; 

' and the multitude were neither attached to them by 
topics of reafoning, nor by thofe prejudices and anti
pathies againfr opponents, which have ever a more na
tural and powerful influence over them. As foon there
fore as a new opinion was advanced, fupported by fuch 
an authority as to call up their attention, they felt their 
capacity totally unfitted for fuch difquifitions 1 and they 
perpetually fluCtuated between the contending parties. 
Hence the quick and violent movements by which the 
people were agitated, even in the mofr oppofite direB:ions: 
Hence their feeming proffitution, in facrificing to prefent 
power the mofr facred principles : And hence the rapid 
progrefs during fome time, and the fudden as well as 
~ntire check foon after, of the new doB:rines. When 
men were once fettled in their particular fecrs, and had 
forti'fied themfelves in an habitual detefl:ation of thofe who 
were denominated heretics, they adhered with more obfti-= 
nacy to the principles of their education ; and the limits 
of the two religions thenceforth remained fixed and un
~hangeable. 

NOTHING more forwarded the firfr progrefs of tile 
eformers, than the offer, which they made, of fubmit

ting all religious doEtrines to private judgment, and tht.'l 
fummons given every one to examine the principles for
merly impofed upon him. Though the multitude were 
totally unqualified for this undertakino- thev yet were 

b' J 

highly plcafed \Yith it. They fancied, that they ,wen~ 
xe.rcifing their judgment, while they oppofed, to the 

2 prejudices 
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pr~judices of ancient authority, more powerful prejudices c H A P. 

of another kind. The novelty itfelf of the doctrines ; ~ 
the pleafure of an imaginary triumph in difpute; the 15341e 

fervent zeal of the reformed preachers ; their patience, 
and even alacrity, in fuffering perfecution, death, and 
torments ; a difguft at the refrraints of the old religion ; 
an indignation againft the tyranny and interefred fpirit of 
the ecclefiafi:ics; thefe motives were prevalent with the 
people, and by fuch confiderations were men fo generally 
induced, during that age, ·to throw off the religion of 

heir anceftors. 
BuT in proportion as the praB:ice of fubmitting reli

gion to private judgment wa.s acceptable to the people, 
it appeared, in fome refpetls, dangerous to the rights of 
fovereigns, and fecmed to defrroy that implicit obedience 
()n which the authority of the civil magifrrate is chiefly 
founded. The very precedent, of fhaking fo a~1cient and 
deep founded an efiablifhment as that of the Roman 
hierarchy, might, it was apprehended, prepare the way· 
for other innovations. 'I'he republican fpirit, which na-· 
turally took place among the reformers, encreafed this 
jealoufy. The furious infurretl:ions of the populace,· 
excited by Muncer and oti1er anabaptifis in Germany~>, 
furnifhed a new pretence for decrying the reformation.· 
Nor ought we to conclude, bccaufe protefhnts in our 
rime prove as dutiful fubjeCl:s as thofe of any other com
munion, that therefore fuch apprchenfions were altoge
ther without any fhadow of plaufibility. T'hough the li
berty of private judgment be tendered to the Jifciples of 

the reformation, it is not in reality accrpted . of; and 
men are generally contented to acquiefcc implicitly in 
thofe eftabliiliments, however new, into which their 
early education has thrown them. 

No prince in Europe was poffeffed of fuch abfolute 
authority as Henry, not even the pope himfelf, in his 

ll Sleidan, lib, 4• & 5• 
own 
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C H A P. own capital, where he united both the civil and eccle..; 

~~ fiaftical powers c ; and there was fmall likelihood, that 

:ts34· any doctrine, which lay under the imputation of encou
taging [edition, could ever pretend to h'is favour and 

~ftheking. countenance. Hut befides this political j'ealoufy, there 
was another reafon, which in(pired this imperious mo
narch with ari averfion· to the reformers. He had early 
declared h is fentiments againfl: Luther'; an·d having en.; 

tered the lifts in thofe (cholaftic quarrels, he had received, 

from h~s courtiers and theologians, infin'ite applaufe for 

his performance. Elated by this imaginary fuccefs, and 
blinded by a natural arrogance and obfrinacy of temper, 

he had entertained the mofl: lofty opinion of his own 

erudition; and he received with impatience,. mixed with 

contempt, any contradiction to h1s fenti'ments. Luther 

aifo had been fo impruden t, as to t reat in a very indecent 
manner 11is royal antagon ifl:; and though he afterwards 

made the mo!l: humble fubmiffions to Henry, and apolo
gized for the vehemence of his former expreffions, he 
never couhl efface the hatred, which the king had con

ceived againfl: him and hi s doctrines. The idea of he

refy fl:ill appeared detefrabl'e as well as formidable to that 

prince; and whiHl: his refenfment againfr the fee of 

Rome had correCted one confiderable part of his early 
prejudices, he had made it a point of honour never to 

rclinqui£h the remainder. Separate as he frood frorn the 

catholic church and from the Roman pontift~ the head of 
it, he flill valued himfelf on maintaining the catholic 
d'oB:rine, and on guarding, by fire and fword, the ima

ginecl purity of his fpeculative principles. 

Cft.lte mi. Hn~R Y's minifiers and courtiers wero o( as motley a 
~h.ticrs, character as his conduct; and fccmed to waver durinlj 

' ' 0 
this vvholc reign, between t1lc ancient and the new re-

i'i~ion. The queen, engaged by interefl as well as in-

~ .See note IFJ at the end of the volume, 

dination~ 
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t:lination, favoured the caufe of the reform~rs : Crom~ c .t-i A Po 
XXXI. wel, who was cr~J.ted fccretary of fratc, and \Yho was ~ 

every day advancing in the king's confidence, had em- tS34• 
braced the fame views ; and as he was a man of pru-
dence and ability, he was 2.Le, very eftetl:ually, though 
in a covert manner, to promote the late innovations: 
Cranmer, archbi!hop of Canterbury, had fecretiy adopt
ed the proteftant tenets; and he had gained Henry;s 
friendfhip by 1is c.mdour r.d !incerity; virtues whicli 
he p 1ft tied in as eminent a degree as thofe times, equally 
cliftraB:ed with faB:ion and oppreffed by tyranny, could 
eafily permit. On the other hand, the duke of Nor
folk adhered to tne ancient faith ; and by his high 
rank, as well as by his talents, both foi- peace and war, 
he had great authority in the kirig~~ council : Gar
diner, lately created bifhop of \Vinchefter, had inlifred 
himfelf in the fame party; and the fupplenefs of his cha
raCter; ahd dexterity of liis conduct, had rendered hirri 
extremely ufeful to it. 

ALL thefe minifi:ers, while they fl:ood in the mo!l irre
concilable oppofition of principles to each other, were 
obliged to difguife their particular opinions, and to pre
tend an entire agreement with the fentimcnts of their 
mafter. Cromwel and Cranmer frill carried the appear
ance of a conformity to the ancient fpcculativc tenets; 
but they arfully m:1de ufe of Henry's 1:efentment to 
widen the Hreach with' the fee of Rome. Norfolk and 
Gardiner feigned an affent to the king's fuprcnl.acy, and 
to his renunciation of the fovereign pontiff; but they 
encouraged his paffion for the catholic faith, and infti .... 
gated him to punifh thofe darirtg heretics, who had pre ... 
fumed to rejetl: his theological principles. Both fides 
hoped1 by their unlimited compliance, to bring him 
over to their party ; The king meanwhile, who held the 
balance between the faB:ions, was enabled, by the court ... 
fhip payed him both by proteftants and catholics, to 

VoL·. IV, K. affum~ 



130 H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 

c H A P. affumc an u1 bounded authority: And though in all his 
XXXI ~mcafures he was really driven by his ungoverned humour, 

1 534· he cafually ftcercd a courfe, which led more certainly to 

arbitrary power, than any which the mofi profound po

litics could have traced out to him. Artifice, refinement, 

and hypocrify, in his fituation, would have put both 

parties on their guard againfi him, and would have 

taught them refcrve in complying with a monarch, whom 
they could never hope thoroughly to have gained: But 
while the franknefs, fincerity, and opennefs of Henry's 
temper \Verc generally known, as well as the dominion 
of his furious p:tffions ; each fide dreaded to lofe him by 
the fmallefi oppofition, and flattered thcmfelves that a 
blind compliance with his will would throw him, cor

dially and fully, into their intercfts. 

THE ambiguity of the king's conducr, though it kept 

the courticrs in awe, ferved, in the main, to encourage 
the protefl:ant docrrinc among his fubjctl:s, and promoted 
that fpirit of innovation, with which the age was gene

rally feized, and vvhich nothing but an entire uniformity, 
as well as a fl:eady fcverity in the adminifl:ration, could 
be able to reprefs. There were fomc Engliihmen, Tin

dal, J oye, Confl:antine, and others, who, dreading the 
exertion of the king's authority, had fled to Antwerp d; 

where the great privileges, poffcffed by the Low Coun
try provinces, ferved, during fome time, to give them 

Farther pro- protection. Thefe n1en employed thcmfclves in writing 
gref.~ of the E ·l·~to b k. · f1. h · h f . t. ng nu oo s, abo-amn t e corrUI)tron:> of the churc o retorma on. 

Rome; againH: images, reliques, pilgrimages; and they 
excited the curiofity of men w"th regarJ to that queftion, 

the m oft important in theology, the terms of acceptance 
with the Supreme Being. In conformity to the Luthe
rat s and other prote11:ants, they aiTertcd, that falvation 
w,.ls ol,taincJ by faith alone; and that the rnofr infallible 

<l Bt.rn~t, vol. i. p. 159• 
6 roa.d 
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road to perdition e was a reliance on good works· b~.r c H A P.. 
' l X"XI 

which terms they underfrood, as well the moral duties, as ~ 
the ceremonial and monaftic obfervances. The defenders 1 534· 

of the ancient religion, on the other hand, maintained the 
efficacy of good works; but though they did not exclude 
from this appellation the facial virtues, it was frill the 
f uperftitions, gainful to the church, which they ~hidly 
extolled and recommended. The books, compofed by: 
· hefc fugitives, having ftolcn over to England, began to 
make converts every where; but it was a tranflation of 
the fcriptures by Tindal, that was cfteemed moft dan,-
gcrous to the efrabliihecl faith. The firft edition of this 
work, compofcd with little accuracy, was founJ liable 
to confiderable objeCl:i011s ; and Tindal, who was poor, 
and could not afford to lofe a great part of the imprcf-
fion, was longing for an opportunity of corrdting his 
errors, of which he had been made fenfible. Tonfi:ai, 
then bifhop of Lomlon, foon after of Durham, a man of 
great moderation, being dcfirous to difcourage, in the 
gentleft manner, thefe innovations, gave private orders 
for buying up all the copies, that could be founJ at Ant-
werp; and he burned them publicly in Cheapfidc. By 
this meafure, he fupplied Tindal with money, enableJ 
him to print a new and correCl: edition of his vvork, and 
gave great fcandal to the people, in thus committing t<> 
the Bames the word of God r. 

THE difciples of the reformation met with little !e\-c~ 
ity during the miniftry of \Volfey, who, though hirn

felf a clergyman, bore too finall a regard to the cccldi
aftical orJc:r, to ferve as an infl:rument of their tyraany : 

e Sacrilegium eft et impietas velle placere Dco per opera et nt>n per f hm 
fidem . Lutber ad-r,er[us regem. Ita vices quam dives fit homo cl11ifiianl•5 
iive baptizatus, qui etiam volens non potefi perdere f::lutem fuarn quan;;[. 
cunque peccatis. Nulla enim peccata poifunt eum damnare nili increc.lulitas. 
Id, d! captivitate BabJ!cnie,1. 

t Hal}/fol. tS6, Fox, ol. i. p. 1~8· Burnet, •;ol. i. r· J59· 

· K.2 It: 
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H A P. It was even an article of impeachment againft him g' 

~that by hts connivance he had encouraged the growth of 
1 534· herefy, and that he had proteCted and acquitted fome no

Sir Thomas torious offenders. Sir Thomas More, who fucceeded 
Mure · • b' .n. d .r. • · Wolfey as Chancellor, IS at once an o ~eeL e1ervmg our 

compaffion, and an inftance of the ufual progrefs of men's 
fentiments during that age. This man, whofe elegant 

genius and familiar acquaintance with the· noble fpirit of 
antiquity, had given him very enlarged fentiments, and 
who had in his early years advanced principles, which 
even at prcfcnt would be deemed fomewhat too free, had, 
in the courfe of events, been fo irritated by polemics, 
and thrown into fuch a fuperftitious attachment to the 
ancient faith, that few inquifitors have been guilty of 

g·reater violence in theit profecution of herefy. Though 

adotned with the gentleft manners, as well as the purefl 

integrity, he carried to the utrnoft height his averfion to 
heterodoxy; and James Ba!nham, in patticuiar, a gentle
man of the temple, experienced from him the greatefr fe

verity. Bainham, accufed of favouring the new opi• 

nions, was carried to ..rvi:ore"s houfe ; and having refufed 

to difcover his accomplices, the chancellor ordeted him 

to be whipped in his prefence, and afterwards fent him 

to the Tower, where he himfelf faw him put to the tor
ture. The unhappy gentleman, overcome by all thefe 

feverities, a'Dj urea his opinions ; but feeling afterwards 

the deepeft compunel:ion for his apofi:acy,. he openly re:. 

t'urned to his former tenets, and even courted the crown 

of martyrdom. He was condemned as an obfi:inate anJ 
rclapfed heretic, and was burned in Smithfield h. 

ivL·\NY were brought into the bifuops 7 courts for of
fences, which appear trivial, but which were regarded as 

fymbo.ls of the party: Some for teaching their children 

g Articles of impeachment ia Herbert. l3urnet, 
;ol, i. p. l05• 

h Fox. :Burnet, 

th~ 
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the Lord's prayer in Engliih ; others for reading the C H A P. 
11. • h J r r. k. . 11. XXXI new tenament m t at anguage, or 10r 11-ca .. mg agam1L ~ 

pilgrii ages. To harbour the perfecutcd preachers, to 1534. 

neglect the fafis of the church, to decbim againfi the 

vices of the clergy, were capital offences. One Thomas 
Bilney, a pridt, who had embraced the new doctrine, 

had been terrified into an abjuration ; but was fo haunt-
ed by remorfe, that his friends dreaded fome fat:tl effects 

of his defpair. At lafi, his mind feemed to be more 
relieved; b~t this appe.l!"in.g calm proceeded only from 
the refolution, which he had taken, of expiating his paft 

offence, by an open confeffion of the truth, and by 
dying a martyr to it. He went through Norfolk, teach-
ing the people to beware of idolatry, and of trufiing for 
their fahation either to pilgrimages or to the cowle of 
St. Francis, to the prayers of the faints, or to images. 

He was foon feized, tried in the bifhop's court, and· 
~ondemned as a relapfed heretic ; and the writ wag fcnt 
down to burn him. When brought to the ftake, he 
difcovered fuch patience, fortitude, and devotion, th~t 

the fpcctators were much afFeCted with the horrors of his 
puniihment ; and fome mendicant friars, who were pre-
fent, fearing that his martyrdom would be imputed to. 
them, and make them lo{e thoie alms, which they re-

ceived from the charity of the people, defired. him pub-
licly to acquit them i of having any hand in his death. 
He willingly complied; and by this meeknefs gained 

the more on the (vmpathy of the people. .Another per-
fan, frill more heroic, being brought to the ftake for de-
nying the real prefence, fcemed almofi in a tranfport of 
joy ; and he tenderly embraced the faggots, which were 
to be the infiruments of his punifhment, as the means of
procuring him eternal reft. In fhort, the tide turning 

tQwards the new doctrine, thofe fevere executions, whidi~ 

i Burnet, vol. i. p. x6.;._ 
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c H A P. in another difpofition of men's minds, would have fuf-
xxxr. . d 1 d'tr. r . h 
~ :ficed to fupprefs 1t, now ferve on y to mu1e 1t t e 

~534· more among the people, and to infpire them with hor~ 

1·or againfr the unrelenting perfecutors. 

BuT though Benry negleaed not to punifh the pro
.te.fl::ant doCl:rine, which he deemed herefy, his mofi for

midable e~emies, he knew, were the zealous adherents 
to · the an~ient religion, chiefly the monks, who, having 

their imt~ediate dependance on the Romall pontifr~ ap
prehended their own ruil} to be the certain confeq uence 

of abol~fbing his authority in England~ Peyto, a friar, 

preaching before the king, had the airurance to tell him, 

" 'That many lying prophets had deceived him, but he~ 
" as a tr~c Micaj ah, warned him, that the dags would 

'' lick his blood, as they had done Ahab's k." The king 
took no notice .of this ' infult; but alloweri the preacher 

to depart in peace. Next Sunday, he employed Dr. 

Corren to preach before hi!TI; who ju.fl::ilied the king's 

proceedings, and gave Peyto the appellations of a rebel, 
a flandercr, a dog, and a traitor. Elfion, another friar 

of the f.1me houfe, interrupted the preacher, and told 
him, t~at he was one of the lying prophets, who fought 
to efi:abli:(h by adultery the fucceffion of th~ crown; but 

that he himfelf would jufrify all that Peyto had faid. 
Henry filenced this petulant friar; but £bowed no other 
mark of rcfcntmcnt than onle.::-ing Peyto :md him to be 
{ummoned before the council, and to be rebuked for 

their o'l~nce '· He even here bore patiently fome new 
i.<1ibnces of their obfiinacy and arrogance : When the 

~arl of Eire.·, a privy counfellor told them that thev 
• ' ' J 

~efcrved for their offence to be thrown into the Thames; 
E:flon replied, that the road to heaven Jay as near by 
w.~.ter as by and m. 

k Strype, vol. L p. 167. I C0ll"cr; v~l.li, P· S5, :BUl·net, vol. i. 
i • IS• · .lil StO\Ie, F· s6~. 
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BuT feveral monks were deteCl:ed in a confpiracy, c H A P. 
• XXXI. 

which, as t mtght have proved more dangerou-s to the ~ 

king, was ·m its difcovery attended with more fatal con- 1534• 

fequences 10 themfclves. Elizabeth Barton, of Aiding- The maid 
fK t 

ton in Kent, commonly called the holy ldaid of Kent, had 0 
en • 

been fubjed: to hyfierical fits, which threw her body into 

unufual convulfions ;, and having produced an equal dif-

order in he· mind, made her utter ftrangc f.'lyings, wh ·eh, 
as lhe was fcarcely confcious of them during the time, 

had foon after entirely efcaped her mem0ry. The filly 
people in the neighbourhood were :!truck vvi th theiC.~ ap

pearances, which they imagined to be fupernatural; and 

Richard Mafrers, vicar of the parilh, a defigning fellow, 
founded on them a projeCt, from which he hoped to ac-

quire both profit and confidcration. He went to 'Var-
ham, arch\ifhop of Canterbury, then alive ; and having 
given him an account of Elizabeth's revel tions, he fo 

far wrouglt on that prudent, but fuperfi.it!ous prelate, 
1
• s 

to receive orders from him to watch her in her trances, 

and c.arefu:Iy to note down all her future fayings. 1~he 

regard, pa:d her by a pcrfon of fo high a rank, foon ren-

dered her £:ill more the ·object of attention to the neigh

bourhood; and it was eafy for .rviafiers to pcr[u;J.dc them, 

as well as ~he mc.id herfelf, that her ravings were infpira-

tions of the Holy Ghoil:. Knavery, <'.S is ufua1, foon 

after fuccreding to de'ufion, £h~ learnc J to counterfeit 

trances ; a'ld ihe then uttered, in an extraordinar;" tone, 

fuch fpeed es as were dictated to her by her fpiritua.l 

director. Mafl:crs aflociatcd with him Dr. Backing, 

a canon cf Canterbu::-y; and their ddign was to raifl.! 
the credit of an image of the virgin, which fiood in a 

chapel belonging to Maficrs, and to draw to it fuch pil
grimages i.S ufually frequentecl the more famous i 1ag< s 

and rcliqt.es. In profccution of this dcfign, Elizabeth 

pretended revelation~, which direCted her to have: .rt..:c uri~-= 

K4 to 
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c R A P. to that image for a cure · and being brought before it, in 
"XXXI. ' • • 
..__.,___,the prefence of a great multitude, fhe fell anew mto con.-

~534· vulfions; and after diftorting her limbs and countenance 
during a competent time, fhe affeCl:ed to have obtained a 
perfect recovery by the interceffion of the virgin m. This 
miracle was foon bruited abroad ; and the two priefts, 
finding the impofrure to fucceed beyond their own expec
tations, began to extend their views, a~d to lay the foun
dation of more important enterprizes. 1'hey taught 
~heir penitent to decla1m againft the new doctrines, which 
ihe denom;nated herely; againfr innovati9ns in ecclefi
~fi:ical government; and againfr the king's intended di.
vorce from Catherine. She went fo far as to affert, that, 
if he profecutcd that defign, a~d marri.ed another, he 
ihould not be a king a month longer,, an.d fhould n?t an 
hour longer enjoy the fayou~ of the Almighty, ~ut lhould 
clie the death of a vilhin. Many monk~ throughol.l;t 
England, either from folly or roguery, or from faction, 
·which is often a complication of both, entered into this 
delufion; and one De~ring, a . friar, wrote a book of the 
revelations. and prophecies-of Eli~abeth "· Miracles wer~ 
~aily added, to encreafe th~ wonder; and th~ pulpit e~ery 
where refounded with accounts of the fanCl:ity and infpi
rations of the n.ew prophet~fs. Me!fages were carrie~ 
from her to queen Catherine, by which that prin~efs was 
exhorted to perfifi: in her oppofition to th_e divorce; th~ 
pope's amb,affadors gave enc"c-u:·agement to the popular 
credulity; and even filher, bi!hop of Rochefrer, though 
a man of fenfc and Iearnmg, was carried away by an 
opinion fo favourable to the party which he had 
efpoufed 

0

• 'The king at lafl: began to think the matter 
worthy of his attention ; and having ordered Elizabeth 
~nd her accomplices to be arrefl:ed, he brought them be-

~ Stowe, p. 570. 
'f;)\, i. !?• 1~~· 

Blanquet's Epitome of Chronicles. 
o Collie:, vol. ii. p, ~7Q ' 

for<; 
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fore the !tar-chamber, where they freely, without being C H A P, 

put to the torture, made confeffion of their guilt. The ~ 
parliament, in the feffion held the beginning of this year, 1531-• 

pa£red an act of attainder againft fome who were engaged 
in this treafonable impofiure P; and Eli~abeth herfelf, 

Mafters, Bocking, De~ring, Rich, Ri!by, Gold, fuf-
fered for their crime. The bi!hop of Rochefter, Abel, 
Addifon, L~urence, aBd others, were condemned for 
mifpri~o~ of tr~afon; becau~e they had not difcovered 
fome cri!llinal fpeeches which they heard from Elizabeth q : 

And they were thrown into prifon. The better to unde
ceive the multitude, the forgery of many of the proph~tefs's 
miracles was detetl:ed; and even the fcandalous profritu
tion of her manners was laid open to the public. Thofe 

paffions, which fo naturally infinuate themfelves amidft 
the warm intimacies maintained by the devotees of dif
ferent fexes, had taken place between Elizabeth and her 
confederates; and it was found, that a door to her dor
mitory, which was faid to have been miraculoufly opened, 
in order to give her accefs to the chapel, for the fake of 
frequent converfe with heaven, had been contrived by 

ocking and Mafiers for lef~ refined purpofes. 

THE detection of this impofrure, attended with fo 1535.: 

many odious circumfhnces, both hurt the credit of the 
ecclefiafiics, particularly of the monks, and infrigated the 
king to take vengeance on them. He fuppre£red three 
monafieries of the Obfervantine friars; and finding tha,t 
little clamour was excited by this atl: of power, ~e was 

the more encouraged to lay his rapacious ha11:ds on the re
mainder. Meanwhile, he exercifed puni:lhment on indivi-
9uals, who were obnoxious to him. The parliament had 

made it treafon to en e~vcur depriving the king of hi$ 
~ignity or titles : They had late y added to hi.s <?ther 

P 2.5 Hen. \;Ill. c. u. BurnetJ ':o!.' i, p. 14;9• H~,ll.. fol. no. 
Godwin's Annals, ~·. ~3· · 

titles 
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C H A P. titles, that of fupreme head of the church: It was i.nfer-
XXXI. . r. r cl 

\./""\""* red, that to deny h1s 1upremacy was treaton ; an many 
~535· priors and ~clefiaftics loft their lives for this new fpccics 

of guilt. It was certainly a high infiancc of tyranny to 
punifh the mere delivery of a political opinion, efpecially 
one that nowife affected the king's temporal right, as a 
capital ofFence, though attended with no overt act; and 
the parliament, in paffing this law, had overlooked all 
the principles, by which a civilized) much more a free 
people, :iliould be governed: But the violence of changing 
fo fuddenly the whole fyftem of government, and making 
it treafon to deny what, during many ages, it had been 
.herefy to aifert, is an event which may appear fomewhat 
extraordinary. Even the fl:ern unrelenting mind of Hen· 
ry was, at firfl:, :Chocked with thefe fanguinary meafures; 
f.nd he went fo far as to change his garb and drefs ; pre
tending forrow for the neceffity, by which he was pufhed 
to fuch extremities. Still impelled, however, by his vio
lent temper, and defirous of {hiking a terror into the 
whole nation, he proceeded, by making examples of 
Fifher and More, to confummate his lawlefs tyranny. 

'Trial and JOHN FISHER, bi:lhop of Rochefl:er, was a prelate, 
execution eminent for learning and morals, frill more than for his 
of Filher, 

1fhop of ecclefiafl:ical dignities, and for the high favour, which he 
Rochefter. 

had long poffeffed with the king. vVhen he was thrown 
into prifon, on account of his refufing the o~-.th which re
garded the fucceffion, and his concealment of Eliz2beth 
Barton's treafonablc fpeeches, he had not only been de
prived of all his revenues, but frripped of his very clo~ths, 
and, without confidcration of his extreme ane he was 

b ' 
allowed nothing but rags, which fcarcely fufficed to co-
ver his nakednefs r. In this condition, he lay in prifon 
above a twelvemonth; when the pope, willinO' to rccom
penfe the fufferings of fo faithful an adhcr~1t, created 

r Fuller's Church Hift, book 5, p. ~03• 

him 
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1im a cardinal; though Fifher was fo indifferent about c H A P. 
. ·r h 1 1 . h XXXI. that digmty, that, even 1 t e purp e were ymg on t e '--v--4 

ground, he declared th().t he would not froop to take it~ 1535• 

This promotion of a man, merely for his oppofition t~ 
royal a~thority, rouzed ~he in~ignation of the king; and 
he refolved to make the innocent perfon feel the eftecrs 
of his refentment. Fi~er was indicted for Jenying the zzd June. 

king's fupremacy, was tried, condemned, and beheaded. 

THE execution of this prcla~e was intended as a warn- Of SirTho-
. M h r. 1· fh' masMo.-e. mg to l ore, w 01e comp 1ance, on account o IS great 
authority both abroad and at home, and his high reputa-
~ion for learning and vir~ue, was anxioufly defired by the 
king. That prince alfo bore as great perfonal affeCl:ion 
and regard to Mqre, as his imperious mind, the fport of 
paffions, was fufceptible of towards a man, who in any 
particular oppofcd his violent inclinations. But More 
could never be prevailed on to ftCknowledge any opinion 
fo contrary to his principles as that of the king's fuprc-
macy; and though Henry ex~Cl:ed that compliance from 
the whole nation, there was, as yet, no law obliging any 
one to take an oath to that purpofe. Rich, the folicitor 
general, was fent to confer with More, then a prifoner, 
who kept a cautious filence with regard to the fupremacy: 
!Je was only inveigled to fay, that any quefiion with re-
gard to the law, which efiabliihed that prerogative, was 
like a two-edged fword : If a pcrfon an{wer one way, it 
will confound his foul ; if another, it will defi:roy his 
body. No more was wanted to found an indiCl:ment of 
high treafon againfi the prifoncr. His file nee was called 
malicious, and made a part of his crime; and thefe 
words, :which had cafually dropped from him, were in-

. terpreted as a denial of the fupremacy s. 'fri ls were 
fllere formalities during this reign : T'he jury gave fen
tcnce againfi More, who had long expcCleo this fate, 

c ~1pre's Life of Sir Thomas Mo:e, l.Ierbert, i' • 3'H• 
and 
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c H A P . and who needed no preparation to fortify him againft the 
~XI. terrors of death. Not only his conftancy, but even his 

15J5· cheerfulnefs, nay, his ufual facetioufnefs, never forfook 
him ; and he made a facrifice of his life to his integrity 
with the fame indifference that he maintained in any or
dinary occurrence. When he was mounting the fcaf
fold, he faid to one, " Friend, help me up, and hen I 
" come down again, let me fhift for myfelf." The ex
ecutioner afking him forgivenefs, he granted the requeft, 
but told him, " You will never get credit by beheading 
" me, my neck is fo fhort." Then laying his head on 
the block, he bid the executioner ftay till he put afide his 
beard: " For," faid he, " it never committed treafon." 
Nothing was wanting to the glory of this end, except a 
better caufe, more free from weaknefs and fuperfrition. 
But as the man followed his principles and fenfe of duty, 
however mifguided, his conftancy and integrity are not the 

~th July. lefs objeets of our admiration. He was beheaded in the 
fifty-third year of his age. 

WHEN the execution of Filher and More was reported 
at Rome, efpecially that of the former, who was invefted 
with the dignity of cardinal, every one difcovered the 
moft violent rage againft the king; and numerous libels 
were publilhed, by the wits and orators of Italy'· com
paril<g him to Caligula, Nero, Domitian, and all the 
moft unrelenting tyrants of antiquity. Clement VII. 
had died about fix months after he pronounced fentence 
againft the king; and Paul III. of the name of Farnefe, 
l1ad fucceedcd to the papal throne. This pontiff, who, 
while cardinal, had always favoured Henry's caufe, had 
hoped, that, perfonal animofities being buried with his 
predeceffor, it might not be impoffible to form an agree
ment with England : And the king himfelf was fo defi
rous of accommodating matters, that, in a negociatioH-, 
wh.ich he entered into with Francis a little before this. 

t~W~') 
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time, he required, that that monarch :lhould conciliate a C H A P, 
friendfbip between him and the court of Rome. But~ 
Henry was accu!l:omed to prefcribe, not to receive terms; · 1535• 

and even while he was negodating peace, his ufual vio-
lence often carried him to commit offences, which ren-
dered the quarrel totally incurable. The executi~n of 3oth Avt. 
Fifber was regarded by Paui, as fo capital an injury, that 
he immediately paffed ccnfures againfi: the king, citing 

him and all his a<iherents to appear in Rome within ninety 
days, in order to anfwer for their crimes : If they failed, King er-

h · d h d · d h k" f h" commum"\. e excommumcate t em ; epnve t e mg o IS cated. 

realm; layed the kingdom under an interdiCt; declared 
his iffue by Anne Boleyn illegitimate; di.ifolved all leagues 
which any catholic princes had made with him ; gave 
his kingdom to any invader ; commanded the nobility to 
take arms againfi: him; freed his fubjects from all oaths 

of allegiance; cut off their commerce with foreign ftates ;· 
and declared it lawful for any one to feize them, to make 
flaves of their perfons, and to convert their effects to his 
own ute t. But though thefe c~nfures were pa.ifed, they 
were not at that time openly denounced: The pope de

layed the publication, till he ihould find an agreement 

with England entirely defperate; and till the emperor, 

who was at that time hard pre.ifed by the Turks and the 
protefrant princes in Germany, :lhould be in a comlitiori 
to carry the fentence into execution. 

1"HE king knew, that he might expeCt any injury, 
which it ihoul'd be in Charles's power to infEct; and he 
therefore made it the chief object of his poli-cy to incapa
citate that monarch from wreaking his refentment upon 
him u. He renewed his friendfhip with Francis, and 
opened ncgociations for marrying his infant-daughter, 
Elizabeth, with the duke of Angouleme, third fon of 
Francis.· Thefe two monarchs alfo made advances to the 

t Sanders, p. 1 ·l !, 

z I?rinccs. 
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c H A P•princes ~f the prot~flant league in Germany, ever jealous 
XXXI. . . A d H b fid . . 
~ of the .emperor's ambition : n enry, e 1 es rem1ttmg 

1535· them fome money, fent Fox, bifuop of Hereford, as Fran
cis did Bellay, lord of Langey, to treat with them. But 
during the firfl fervours of tl e reformation, an agreement 
in theological tenets was held, as well as an union of 
nterefi, to be effenti.al to a good correfpondence among 

fl:ates; and though both Francis and Henry flattered the 
German princes with hopes of their embracing the con

feffion of Augfbourg, it was looked upon a3 a bad fymp

tom of their :fincerity, that they exercifed fuch extreme 

rigour againfr all preachers of the reformation in their 

refpeB:ive dominions w. Henry carried the feint fo ~ar, 

that, while he thought himfelf the firfi theologian in the 

world, he yet invited over J\1elanB:hon, Bucer, Sturmius, 
Draco, and other German divines, that they might con
fer with him, and inilrutl: him in the foundation of their 
tenets. Thefc theologians were now of great importance 

in the world; and no poet or philofopher, even in ancient 
Greece, where they were treated with moft refpeC:t, had 

ever reached equal applaufe and admiration with thofe 

wretched compofers of metaphyfical polemics. The 

German princes told the king, that they could not 
fpare their divines; and as Henry had no hopes of agree

ment with fuch zealous diiput:mts, and knew that in 

Germany the followers or Luther would not affociate ·with 
the difciplcs of Zuing1ius, bccaufc, though they agreed 
in every thmg elfe, they diflcred in fome minute particu
lars with regard to the euchari{l, he was the more indif

ferent on account of this refufal. He could alfo forefee, 

that, even while the league of ~ makalde did not act in 

concert with him, they would alway-., be carried by their 
interdl:s to oppofe the emperor: And the hatred between 

Francis and that monarch was fo in 'cterate, that he 

v.· Skidm lib. xo. 
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deemed himfelf fure of a fincere ally in one or other ofC H A P. 
XXXI. theie potentates. ~ 

DuRING thefe negoc1atwns an incident happened in 1535 .. 
England, which promifed a more amicable conclufion of 
thofe difputes, and feemed even to open the way for a re-
conciliation between Henry and Charles. ~een Ca
therine was feized with a lingering illnefs, which at laft 
brought her to her grave : She died at Kimbolton in the 6th Jan. 
county of Huntin!!don, in the fiftieth year of her age. Death of 

0 
• queen C£. 

A little before lhe expired, lhe wrote a very tender letter therine. 

to the king; in which lhc gave him the appellation of 
her mojt dear Lord, King, and Hujband. She told him~ 
that, as the hour of her death was now approaching, fhe 
laid hold of this laft opportunity to inculcate on him the 
importance of his religious duty, and the comparative 
emptinefs of all human grandeur and enjoyment: That 
though his fondnefs towards thefe perifhable a<ivantages 
had thrown her into many calamities, as well as created 
to himfelf much trouble, ihe yet forgave him all paft in
juries, and hoped that this pardon would be ratified in 
heaven : And that fhe had no other requeft to make, than 
to recommend to him his daughter, the foie pledge oc 
their loves ; and to crave 'his })roteB:ion for her maids ard 
fervants. She concluded with thefe words, I ma.ke tbii 
vow, that mine eyes dejire you above all things"· The king 
was touched even to the :fhedJing of tears, by this lafr 
tender proof of Catherine's a:fretl:ion; but queen Anne i!) 
faid to have expreffed her joy for the death of a rival be-
rend what decency or humanity could permit Y. 

'rHE emperor thought, that, as the demife of his aunt 
had removed all foundation of perfonal animofty between 
him and Henry, it might 11ot now be impoffible to de
t ach him from the alli<~ncc of France, and to renew his 

x H erbert, p. 4 J• 

own 
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€ .H. A. P. own C()nfederacywithEngland, from which he had former .. 
XXXI. · 

V'"'V"""" ly reaped fo much advantage. H'e fent Henry propofals for 
. :l.u6. a return to ancient amity, upon thefe conditions 7

.; that 
:he fhould be reconciled to the fee of Rome, that he iliould 
affifr him in his war with the Turk, and that 'he fuould 
take part with him againfr Francis, who now threatened 
the dutchy of l\1ilan. The king replied, that he was 
willing to be on good terms with the emperor, provided 
he would acknowledge, that the former breach of friend-
1hip came entirely from himfelf: As to the conditions 

propofed; the proceedings againfl: the bi{hop of Rome 
~ere fo jufr, and fo fully ratified by the parliament of 
England, that they could not now be revoked ;- when 
Chrifrian princes ihould have fettled peace among them
felves, he would not fail to exert that vigour, which be

came him, againfr the enemies of the faith; and after 
amity with the emperor was once fully refiored, he would 

then be in a fituation, as a common friend both to him 
and Francis, either to mediate an agreement between 

them, or to affiil: the injured party. 

WHAT rendered Henry more indifferent to the ad· 
vances n1adc by the emperor, was, both his expetience 
cf the ufual duplicity ~nd infincerity of that monarch, 
and the intelligence which he received of the p'refent tranf
aetions in Europe. Francis Sforza, duke of Milan, had 
(lied without iffue ; and the emperor maintained; that the 
ddchy, being a fief of the empire, was devolved to him, 
as head of the Germanic body : Not to give umbrage,. 
however, to the ftates of Italy, he profeffed his intention 
of beftowing that principality on fome prince, who fuould 
be obnoxious to no p<!rty, and he even made offer of it 
to the duke of Angouleme, third fon of Francis. The 
}'rench monarch, who pretended that his own right to 

z Du Bcllay, liv, S• HerbeYt, ·Burnet1 vol. iii, in Coil. No 50• 
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fvli1an was now revived upon Sforza's death, was content C H P. P. 
a· . X .. 'XI. to fubn:ztute hts fecond fon, the duke of Orleans, in his "---v---1 

place; and the emperor pretended to dote with this pro- 1;36. 

pofal. But his fole intention in that liberal conceffion 

was to gain time, till he lhould put himfeJf m a warlike 
pofl:ure, and be able to carry an invafion into Francis:s 

uominions. The ancient enmity between thefe princes 
broke out anew in bravadoes, and in perfonal mli lts on 
~ach other, ill-becoming perfons of their rank, at d fiil 
lefs fuitable to men of fuch unquefiioned braver . Charles 
foon after invaded Provence in pcrfon, with an army of 
fift~ thoufand men ; but met with no fuccefs. His 
army perilhed with ficknefs, fatigue, famine, and othe 
difafl:ers; and he was obliged to raife the fiege of Mur-
feilles, and retire into Italy with the broken remains of 

his forces. An army of imperialifis, near 30,000 fhong; 
which invaded France on the fide of the Netherlands, 

and laid fiege to Peronne, made no greater progrcfs, but 
retired upon the approach of a French army. And Henry 
had thus the fatisfaEtion to find, both that his ally, Fran• 
cis, was likely to fupport himfelf without foreign affifl-

ance, and that his own tranquillity was fully enfured by 
thefc violent wars and animofities on the continent. 

IF any inquietude remained with the EngEfh court, it 
was folely occafioned by the fiate of affairs in Scotland. 
James, hearing of the dangerous fituation of his ally, 
Francis~ generoufly levied fome forces ; and embarking 
them on board veffels, which he had hired for that pur-

. pofc, landed them fafcly in France. He even v:cnt over 

in perfon; and making hafl:e to join the camp of th~ 
French king, which then lay in Prov~nce, and to partake 
of his danger, he met that prince at Lyons, \Vho, having 
repulfed the emp.::ror, was now returning to his capital. 
Recommended by fo agreeable and feafonable an in£1-ancc of 
friend.lhi p, the king of Scots paid his addreifes to Magdalcn 

1 

roL. IV. L daughte ' 
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C H A P. dauo-hter of the French monarch; and that prince had 
XXXI. 0 

~ no other objeB:ion to the match, than what was de-
ZS36· rive{from the infirm frate of his daughter's health, which 

feemed to threaten her with an approaching end. But 
J ames having gained the aff~B::ions of the princefs, and 

obtained her confent, the father would no longer oppofe 

the united defircs of his daughter and his friend : They 

were accordingly ma:ried, and foon after fet fail for 

Scotland, where the youn~ ueen, as was forcfeen, 

died in a little time after her arri 'al. F r:mcis, however, 

was afraid, left his all r, Henry, whom he likcwife 
ooked on as hi.:; friend, and who l.ived with him on a 

more cordial footing than !s ufual among great prin

ces fhould be difpleafed, that this clofe confederacy be
·t-a.-ecn ranee and Sco .. land as concluded ' ithout his 

par ic · p cion. He therefore d · fpatc ed Pommeraye to Lon

don in order to apologize for is meafure ; but Henry, 
w;th is ufu2: cpen. efi :u d freedom, cxpreifcd fuch dif
pleafure tha e refufe even to confer with the ambaf· 
a.wr; an Fr.a ~is w~s apprehenfi e of a rupture with a 

p .. ince, ho re,.Ul ted hi~ meafures more by humour and 
paffion thzn -: the ru es o[ pDlitical pru ence. But the 

k. ng t"as f. e t red by the oppofition, in which he was 

~ng-.1~ed ~infr t~ ... pe .d the emperor, t at he pur· 
1u d no f2r i ifgufl: ag-aihf1: Francis: and in the 

e •. r .hing e 1ai1 ed in tr"'I u:l ity both on the fid; 

·ra --an of eo land. 

HE d.omefri peace o no-land fcemed to be expofed 
to more ha2ar , ~y ... he violenr innu ra ions in religion; 
~nJ i ay be affirn eO> that, in this da~1gcrous conjunc· 

~.,. .. otb! .. b 11lur: d pub.ic ranqui itv fo much a the 

eci.1\i..... u h ri .. / a _uired by Le kin~, and his great 
afc efi •ant OVer a.J his ,.ubj et • TOt onlV tne deVOtion 

~ · · J the cro ·n5 w-as profound during that age : The 
pedo .. ··l r-fpe[t, infpircd b He1 .- ·, vt'as coni'icierable; 

and 
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and even the terrors, with which he over-awed every on"', C H A P. 

were not attended with any confiderablc degree of hatred.~~ 
His franknefs, his fincerity, his magnificence, his gene- 1536. 

rofity, were virtues which counterbalanced his violence, 
cruelty, and impetuofity. And the important rank, which 
his vigour, more than his addrefs, acquired him in all fo-
reign negociations, flattered the vanity ofEnglifhmen, and 
made them the more willingly endure thofe domcfiic hard-
fhips, to which they were expofed. The king, confcious 
of his advantages, was now proceeding to the m~fi: dan-
gerous exercife of his authority ; and after paving the way 
for that meafure by fevcral preparatory expedient~ , • e was 
at lafi: determined to fupprefs the monL1fieries, a d to put 
himfelf in po£feffion of their ample revenues. 

THE great encreafe of monafrerics, if matters be con
fidered merely in a political light, will appear the radical 
inconvenience of the tatholic religion; and every oth~r 
difadvantage, attending that communion, feems to have 
an infeparable connection with thefe religious infi:itutions. 
Papal ufurpations, the tyranny of the inq ui£ition, the 
multiplication of holidays; all thefe fetters on liberty and 
indufiry were ultimately derived from the authority and 
infinuation of monks, whofe habitations, being efi:ablifhed 
every where, proved fo many colonies of fupcrfrition a.nd 
of folly. This order of men was extremely enraged 
againfi: Henry; and regarded the abolition of the papal 
authority in England, as the removal of the foie protec
tion, which they enjoyed, againfi the rapacity of the 
crown and of the courtiers. They were now fubjetl:cd to 
the king's vifitation; the fuppofed facrednefs of their bulb 
from Rome was rejetl:ed; the progrefs of the reformation 
abroad, which had every where been attended with the 
abolition of the monafiic fiate, gave them reafon to app.t~e
hend like confequences in England; and though the ki~ 
ftill m:tintained the doctrine. of purgatory, to whi~h m.o!t 

L 2 <>f 
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c H A P. of the convents owed their origin and fupport, it was 
XXXI. 11. Id forefeen that in the procrrefs of the conten, he wou 
~~ ' ' b 

15:>6· every day be led to depart wider from anci~nt infritutions, 

and be drawn nearer the tenets of the reformers, with 

whom his political interefts naturally induced him to 

unite. Moved by thefe confiderations, the friars em~ 
ployed all their influence to enflame the people againfi the 

king's government; and Henry, finding their fafety ir .. 

reconcilable with his own, was determined to feize the 

pr_efent opportunity,., and utterly de:fhoy his declared ene-

~mes. 

CRoMWEL, fecretary of frate, had be~n appointed 

~icar-genera1, or vicegerent,. a new office, by which the 

king's fuprcmacy1 or the abfolute, uncontroulable power, 

affumed over the church, was delegated to him. He em~ 

loyed Layton, London, Price, Gage, Petre, Bellafis, and 

others, as commiffioners, who carried on, every where, a 
rigorous enquiry with regard to the conduct and deport~ 
mcnt of all the friars., During times of facrion, efpe

eially of the religious kind, no equity is to be expected 

from adverfaries; and as it was known, that the king's 
intenfon in this rifit~tion was to find a pretence for abo

lifhing monafieries, we may naturally conclude, that the 

reports of the commiffioners are very little to be relied on. 
Friars were encouraged to bring in informations againfr 

their brethren; the flightef!: evidence was credit-ed·; and 

even the calumnies, fpread abroad by the friends of the 

reformatiOl , were regarded as grounds of proof. l\1on .. 
ftrous diforders are therefore faid to have been found in 

many of the religious houfes : Whole convents of women 

abandoned to lewdncfs : Signs of abortions procured, of 
infants murdered, of unnatural lu:fi:s between perfons of 
the fame fex. It is indeed probable, that the blind fub .. 

, miffion of the people, durino- thofe acres would render the 
c b ' 

r.:ius and nuns more unguarded, and more dilfolute, than 

Z· they 
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they are in zny Roman Catholic country at prefent : But C H, A, r. 
XXX .• 

frill, the reproaches, which it is fafefi to credit, are fuch t..--v---.J 

as point at vices, naturally connected with the very infii- 1 536. 

~ tution of convents, and \\'ith the monafiic life. The 
t cruel and inveterate fatl:ions and quarrels, therefore, which 

the commiffioncrs mentioned, are very credible among 
men, who, being confined together within the fame walls, 
never can forget their mutual animofities, and who, being 
cut off from all the moll: endearing connections of na
ture, are commonly curfed with hearts more felfifh, and 
tempers more unrelenting, than fall to the fhare of other 
men. The pious frauds, praB:ifed to encreafe the devo
tion and liberality of the people, m::ty be rcgar{led as cer
tain, in an orde: founded on illufions, lies, and fuperfii
tion. The fupine idlcnefs alfo, and its attendant, pro
found ignorance, with which the convents were reproach
ed, admit of no qucftion; and though monks were the 
true prcfcrvers, as well as inventors, of the dreaming and 
captious philofophy of the fchools, no manly or elegant 
knowledge could be expetl:ed among men, whofe lives, 
condemned to a tedious uniformity, and deprived of all 
cm11lation, afforded nothing to raife the mind, or culti
vate the genius. 

SoME few monafreries, terrified with this rigorous in
quifition carried on by Crot~wel and his commiffioners, 
furrendered their revenues into the king's hands; and the 
monks received fmall pcnfions as the reward of their ob
feq uioufnefs, Orders were given to difmifs fuch nuns 
and friars as were below four and twenty, whofe vows 
were, on that account, fuppofed not to be binding. The 
doors of the convents were opened, even to fuch as 
were above that age; and every one recovered his liberty 
who clefircd it. But as aJl thefc expedients did not fully 
:mfwer the king's purpofe, he had recourfe to his ufual 
infrrument of power, ·the parliament; and in order tQ 

L 3 prcpan~ 
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C H A P. prepare men for the innovations projeB:ed, the report of 

~the vifitors was publiilied, and a general horror was en-

1536. deavoured to be excited in the nation againfi infi:itutions, 

which, to their ancefi:ors, had been the objeCts of the mofi: 

profound veneration. 
THE k!ng, though determined utterly to abolifh the 

monafiic orders, refolved to proceed gradually in this 
4th 'Feb. 

A parl'a- great work; and he gave d-irections to the parliament to 

go no further at prefent, than to fupprefs the leffer mo

nafi:eries, which poffeffed revenues below two hundred 

ment. 

pounds a year a. Thefe were found to be the m oft cor

rupted, as lying lefs under the refi:raint of fhame, and 

being expofed to lefs fcrutiny t> ; and it was deemed fafefr 

to begin with them, and thereby prepare the way for the 

greater innovations projeCl:ed. By this aB: three hundred 

and feventy-fix monafi:eries were fuppreffed, and theirre-

&Jppreffion venues, amounting to thirty-two thoufand pounds a year, 
of the ldf. r d h k' b r.d h · cl h 1 
monafteries. were grante to t e mg ; ell es t e1r goo s, c atte s, 

and plate, computed at a hundred thoufand pounds more'· 

It does not appear that any oppofition was made to this 

important law: So abfolute was Henry's authority! A 

court, called the court of augmentation of the king's re

venue, was ereCl:ed for the management of thefe funds. 

The people naturally concluded, from this circumfi:ance, 

that Henry intended to proceed in defPoiling the church 

of her patrimony d. 

THE aB: formerly paffed, empowering the king to name 

thirty-two commiffioners for framing a body of canon

law, was renewed; but the projeCt was never carried into 

a '17 Hen. VJIJ. e. ~s. b Burnet, vol. i. p. 193• 

c lt is pretended, fee Hollinglhed, p. 939, that ten thoufand monks were 

tur!'led out on the diffolution of the lelfer monalleries. If fo, moll of them 

m~lt have been Menriicants: For the revenue could not have (upported near 

that number. The Meodjcants, no doubt, fiill continued their f'<lrmer pro• 

fcffion. d "7 Hen. Vlll. c. "7• 

execution, 
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txecuti.on. Henry thought, that the prefent perplexity ofC H A P 

that law encreafed his authority, and kept the -clergy in ~ 
frill greater dependance. • 536. 

FARTHER progrefs was made in completing the union 
of Wales with, England: The feparate jurifdietions of fe
veral great lords or marchers, as they were cal1ed, which 
obff:ructed the courfe of jufiice in Wales, and encouraged 
tobbery and pillaging, were abolilhed; and the authority 
of the king's courts was extended every where. Some 
juiifdictions of a like nature in England were alfo abo
lifhed e this feffion. 

THE commons, fenfible that they had gained nothing 
by oppofing the king's will, when he formerly endeavoured 
to fecure the profits of wardihips and liveries, were now 
contented to frame. a law f, fuch as he diCtated to them. 
It was enacted, that the poffeffion of land fhall be ad
judged to be in thofe who have the ufe of it, not in thofe 
to whom it is transferred in trufr. 

AFTER all thefe Jaws were paffed, the king diff'o1ved 
the parliament; a parliament memorable, not only for the 14-th April~ 
great and important innovations which it introduced, but 
alfo for the long time it had fat, and the frequent proro-
gations which it had undergone. Henry had found it fo 
obfequious to his will, that he did not chufe, during thofe 
religious ferments, to hazard a new election; and he con-
tinued the fame parliament above fix years : A praCtice, 
at that time, unufual in England. 

THE convocation, which fat during this feffion , wa A conv.,ca• 

engaged in a very important work, the deliberating on the tion. 

new tran!lation which was projeB:ed of the fcriptures. 
The tranfiation given by Tindal, though correCted by 
himfelf in a new edition, was frill complained of by the 
clergy, as inaccurate and unfaithful; and it was now 
prppofe4 to tqem, that they ihould themfelves publilh 

~ "7 Hen. VIII. c. 4• ! '-7 Hen. Vlii. ~. lOo 

a tra~f-
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C H A P. a tranflation, which would not be liable to thofe objec .. 
XXXI. . 
~ tions. 

l536. THE friends of the reformation afferted, that nothing 
could be mere abfurd than to conceal, in an unknown 
tong1:1e, the word of God itfelf,. and thus to counteraCt 
the will of heaven, which, for the purpofc of univerfal 
falvation, had publifued that falutary doctrine to all na
tions : That if this practice were not very abfurd, the ar
tifice at leafr was very grofs, and proved a coJ)fcioufnefs, 
th~t the glo~e5 and traditions of the clergy frood in direct 
oppofition to the original text, dicrated y Supreme In
tdligence : That it \Vas now neceffary for the people, fo 
ong abufed by inte.rcfl:ed prete.nfions, to fee with their 

()vYn eyes, a1d to ex2mine whe~her the claims of the ec
ddiafi:ics were founded on that charter, which was on all 

bands acknowledged to be derived from heaven: And 
that, as a fpirit of refearch and curio.fity was happily 
revived, and men were now obliged to make ~choice 
.mong the contending docrrines of different fecrs, the 
roper materials for d~c~.fion, and above all, the holy 

fcriptures, !hould be fet before them; and the revealed 
will of God 1 which the change of language had fome· 
what obfcured, be again, by their means, re ·ealed to 
mankind. 

TF.r:: [wourers of the ancient religion maintained, on 
the other hand, that the pretence of making the people 
fee with their own eyes, was a mere cheat, a:1d was itfelf 
~ very grofs artifice, by which the new preachers hoped 
+o obtain the guid<:nce of them, and to feduce them from 
thofc paJl:ors, whom the laws, w 1om ancient c.fiabliih
ments, whom he<1;ven itfelf had appointed for their fpiritual 

iretl:ion : That tae people were, by th_eir ignorance, 
heir ftupidity, their neceffary avocations, totally unqua
ified to chufe their own principles; and it was a mock

.ry to fet m<Jter~als before th.em, of which they could no~ 

poffibly 
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pofilbly make any proper ufe: That eve.1 in the afFairs C H A P. 

1. J: d . h . 1 h. XXXI. of common IIe, an m t etr tempora C)ncerns, w 1ch ~ 
lay more within the compafs of human teafon, the laws 1536. 

had, in a great meaf4re, deprived them of the right of 
private judgment, and had, happily for th~ir own and the 
public intereft, regulated their conduCt and behaviour: 
That theological q ueftions were placed far beyond the 
fphere of vulgar comprehenfion; and ecclefiaftics them .. 
felves, thqugh affifted by all the advantages of education, 
erudition! and an affiduous fiudy of the fc:ence, could not 
be fully affured of a j uft decifion ; except by the promife 
made them in fcripture, that God would be ever prefent 
with his church, and that tlw gates of hell ihould not 
prevail againfi her : That the grofs errors, adopted by the 
wifeft heathens, proved how unfit men we~e to grope their 
own way, through this profound darknefs ; nor would 
the fcriptures, if trufted to every man's ju1gment, be able 
to remedy; on the contrary, they would much augment1 

thofe fatal illufions : That facred writ itfdf was involved 
in fo much obfcurity, gave rife to fo many difficulties; 
contained fo many appearing contradictions, that it was 
the moft dangerous weapon, that could b~ entruil:ed into 
the hand~ of the ignorant and giddy multi:ude: That the 
poetical fry le, in which a great part of it was compofed, 
at the fame time that it occafioned uncertainty in the 
fenfe, by its multiplied tropes and figures, was fufficient 
to kindle the zeal of fanaticifm, and thereby throw civil 
focicty into the moft furious combuftion: That a thou
fand feCl:s muft arife, which would pretend, each of them, 
to derive its tenets from the fcripture; and would be able1 

by fpecious arguments, or even without fpecious argu
ments, to feduce filly women and ignorant mechanics, 
into a bel~ef of the moft monftrous p1inci_)les : And that 
if ever this diforder, dangerous to the magiftrate hi'mfelf, 
received a remedy, it muft be f~om the tadt acquiefcence 

of 
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C H A P. of the people in fome new authority ; and it was evi-
XXXI. d 1 b . h r. h 11. • d ~ ent y etter, w1t out 1art er contcn: or enqmry, to a ':' 
1536. here peaceably to ancient, and therefore the more fecure, 

efl:abliihments. 

THESE latter arguments, being more agreeable to ec~ 
cleftafiical government, would probably have prevailed 
in the convocation, had it not been for the authority of 
Cranmer, Latimer, and fome other !bifuops, who were 
fuppofed to fpeak the king's fenfe ef the matter. A vote 
was paffed for pu bliiliing a new tranflation of the fcrip:
tures; and in three years' time that work was finifued, 
and printed at Paris. This was deemed a great point 
gained by the reformers, and a confiderable advancement 
of their caufe. Farther progrefs was foon expeB:ed, after 
fuch important fucceffes. 

BuT while the retainers to the new religion were ex .. 

ulting in their profperity, they met with a mortification, 
which feemed to bla:fl: all their hopes : Their patronefs, 

Anne Boleyn, poffeffed no longer the king's favour; and 
foon after lofi her life, by the rage of that furious mo-

D
., f narch. Henry had perfevered in his love to this lady, 
ugrace c . 

Cju.eeuAru~e. during fix years that his profecution of the divorce Iafted; 
and the more ob:fl:acles he met with to the gratification of 
his paffion, the more determined zeal did he exert in 
purfuing his purpofe. But the affeCtion, which had fub
fiited, and frill encreafed, under difficulties, .had not 
long attained fecure poffeffion of its objecr, when i~ 

languifued from fatiety ; and the king's heart was appa
rently eftranged from his confort. Anne's enemies foon 
perceived this fatal change ; and they were forward to 
widen the breach, when they found that they incurred 
no danger by interpofing in thofe delicate concerns. She 
had been delivered of a dead fon; and Henry's extreme 
fondnefs for male iffue being thus, for the prefent, dif:

'ap,?oint~d~ his temper, equal!y violent 2Jld fuperftitious, 

'X a~ 
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was difpofed to ma~ the innocent mother anfwer:~.ble forC H A P. 
XXXI. 

this misfortune~. But the chief means which Annes '--v---1 

enemies employed to inflame the king againfr her, was 153
6

• 

his jealoufy. 
ANNE, though fue appears to have been entirely inno

cent, and even virtuous, in her conduct:, had a certain 

gaiety, if not levity) of charaCl:er, which threw her off 

her guard, and made her lefs circumfpeCl: than her fitua

tion required. Her education in France rendered her the 
more prone to thofe freedoms ; and it was with difficulty 
fhe conformed herfelf to . that frriB: ceremonial, praCl:ifed 
in the court of England. More vain than haughty, fue 
was pleafed to fee the influence of her beauty on all around 

her, and !he indulged herfelf in an eafy familiarity with 

perfons, who were formerly her equals, and who might 
then have pretended to her friendlhip and good graces. 
Henry's dignity was ofFended with thefe popular man

ners ; and though the lover had been entirely blind, the 

hufband poffeffcd but too quick difcernment and penetra

tion. Jll in£huments interpofed, and put a malignant 

interpretation on the harmlefs lib.erties ~f the queen: The 
vifcountefs of Rocheford, in particular) who was maL:cd 

to the queen's brother, but who lived on bad terms with 

her fifrer-in-law, infinuated the mofr cruel fufpicions in

to the king's mind; and as lhe was a woman of a profli

gate charaB:er, lhe paid no -regard either to truth or hu

manity in thofe calumnies which lhe fuggefred. She 
pretended, that her own hu!band was engaged in a cri

minal corrcfpondence with his fificr; and no t content 
wjth this imputation, ilic poifoned every aetion of t 1e 

quecn's, and reprcfented each infbnce of favour, which 

fhe conferred on any one, as a token of af-Fecrion. Henry 
N orris, groom of the fro le, \V efron, and Brereton, 
gentlemen of the king's chamber, together with l\11ark 

g Burn~t, vol. i. P• I$6• 

Smcton, 
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c H A P. Smeton, o-room of the chamber, were obferved to pof
~ fefs much

0

of the queen's friendlhip; and they ferved her 
' ,:ts~6. with a zeal and attachment, which, though chiefly de-

rived from gratitude, might not improbably be feafoned 
with fome mixture of tendernefs for fo amiable a princefs. 
The king's jealoufy ]aid hold of the flighteft circum
:fiance ; and finding no particular object on which it 
could faften, it vented itfelf equally on every one that 
came within the verge of its fury. 

HAD Henry's jealoufy been derived from love, though 
it ~ight on a fudden have proceeded to the moft violent 
extremit!es, it would have been fubjetl: to many ·remorfes 
and contrarieties ; and might at laft have ferved only to 
augment that affetl:ion, on which it was founded. But 
it was a more fiernr jealoufy, foftered entirely by pride: 
His love was transferred to another objecl:. J ane, daugh
ter of Sir John Seymour, and maid of honour to the 
queen, a young lady of fingular beauty and merit, had 
obtained an entire afcendant m·er him; and he was de
termined to facrifice every thing to the gratification of 
this new appetite. Unlike to moft monarchs, who judge 
lightly of the crime of gallantry, and who deem the 
young damfels of their court rather honoured than dif
graced by their paffion, he feldom thought of any other 
attachment than that of marriage ; and in order to at
tain this end, he underwent more difficulties, and commit
ted greater crimes, than thofe which he fought to avoid, 
by forming that legal connexion. And having thus en
tertained the defign of raifing his new miftrefs to his bed 
and throne, he more willing! y hearkened to every fugge
fiion, which threw any imputation of guilt on the un
fortunate Anne Boleyn. 

1n May. THE king' jealoufy firft appeared openly in a tilting 
at Greenwich, where the queen happened to drop her 
handkerchief ; an incident probably cafual, but inter ... 

preted 
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preted by him as an inftance of gallantry to fome of her c H A P4 

paramours h. He immediately retired from the place ; :~~ 
fent orders to confine her to her chamber; arrefl:ed Nor- 1536. 

tis, Brereton, W efl:on, and Smeton, together with her 
brother, Rocheford ; and threw them into prifon. _ The 
queen, afl:onilhed at thefe infl:ances of his fury, thought 
that he meant only to try her ; but finding him in ear-
nefr, fhe refleCl:ed on his obfl:inate unrelenting fpirit, and 
fhe prepared herfelf for that melancholy doom, which 
was awaiting her. Next day, lhe was fent to the 
Tower ; and on her way thither, fhe was informed of 
her fuppofed offences, of which fhe had hitherto been 
ignorant : She made earnefl: protefrations of her inno-
cence; and when ilie entered the prifon, lhe fell on her 
knees, and p-rayed God fo to help her, as ihe was not 
guilty of the crime imputed to her. Her furprife and 
confufion threw her into hyfrerical diforders ; and in tint 
fituation, ihe thought that the befr proof of her inno-
cence was to make an entire confeffion, and fhe revcalecl 
fome indifcretions and levities, which her fimplicity had' 
equally betrayed her to commit and to avow. She 0\Vned, 
that £he had once rallied N orris on his delaying his mar-
J·iage, and had told him, that he probably cxpeCl:ed her, ' 
when 1he fhould be a widow: She had reproved 'V cfron,. 
fh~ faid, for his affeB:ion to a kinfv10man of hers, and 
his indifference towards his wife : But he told her, that 
fhe had miftakcn the object of his affeB:ion, for it was 
herfe]f: Upon which, !he defied him i. She affirmed, 
that Smeton had never been in her chamber but twice,, 
when he played on the harpfichord: But fhe ~cknow-
Iedged, that he had once had the boldnefs to tell her, 
hat a look fufficed him. 'I he king, inflead of b~ing 

fatisfied with the candour and fincerity of her conf~ffion,. 
regarded thefe indifcrctions only as preludes to g ·eater 

nd more criminal intimacies. · 

Q y 
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C H A P. OF all thofe multitudes, whom the beneficence of the 
XXXI. 

'--v--1 qucen's temper had obliged, during her profperous for-

15l6· tune, no one durfl: interpofe between her and the king's 

fury; and the perfon, whofe advancement every breath 

had favoured, and every countenance had fmiled upon, 

was now left negleCted and abandoned. Even her uncle, 

the duke of Norfolk, preferring the connexions of party to 

the ties of blood, was become her mofr dangerous enemy; 

and all the retainers to the catholic religion hoped, that 

her death would terminate the king's quarrel with Rome, 

and leave him again to his natural and early bent, whiclt 
had inclined him to maintain the mofr intimate union 

with the apofrolic fee. Cranmer alone, of all the 
queen's adherents, frill retained his friendihip for her; 

and, as far as the king's impetuofity permitted him, he 

endeavoured to moderate the violent prejudices, enter

tained againft her. 

THE queen hcrfclf wrote Henry a letter from the 
Tower, full of the mofi: tender expoftulations, and of 

the warmeft proteftations of innocence k. This letter 

had no influence on the unrelenting mind of Henry, 

who was determined to pave the way for his new mar

riage by the death of Anne Boleyn. Norris, '.Yefion, 
Brereton, and Smetcn, were tried,; but no le6al evi
dence was produced againft them. 1""'he chief proof of 
their guilt con!ified in a hear-fay fr~m one lady Wing

field, who was dead. Smcton was prevaiJed on, by the 

vai.i:1 hopes of life, to confcfs a criminal correfpondence 

with the quct:n 1 
; but even her enemies expeCl:ed little 

advantage from this con effion: For hey never dared to 

confront him With her; and he wJ.s immediately exe
cuted; as were alfo !:hen·ton anJ \Vdlon. Norris had 

been much in the king's favou.:-; and an ofFer of life was 

made him, if he would COllfefs his crime, and accufe 

k Sec note fC] at the end of the volume. 

7 
l B1nort, vol. j, p. 2.cz. 

th(t 
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the queen : But he generoufly rejeeted the propofai ; and c H A P. 
r. "d h . h" r.. } b 1· d h . XXXI. .~a1 , t at m IS conlClence 1e e 1eve er ent1rcly ~ 
guiltleis : But, for his part, he could accufe her of no- 1 536• 

thing, and he would n.ther die a thoufand deaths than 

calumniate an innocent perfon. 

THE queen artd her brother were tried by a jury ofHeru'iai~ 
peers, confifting of the duke of Suffolk, the marquis of 
Exeter, the earl of Arundel, and twenty-three more : 

Their uncle, the duke of Norfolk, prefided as high 

fteward. Upon what proof or pretence the crime of 
inceft was imputed to tf.em is unknown: The chief evi

dence, it is faid, amouz:ted to no more than that Roche

ford had been feen to lean on her bed before fome com
pany. Part of the cha~ge againfr her was, that ihe had 
affirmed to her minions, that the king never had her 
heart; and h:.td faid to each of them apart, that the loved 
him better than any pcrfon whatfoever : /V!Jicb was ta 
the Jlander of the ijfue begot between the king and her. By 
this ftrained interpretation, her guilt was brought under 
the ftatute of the 25th of this reign ; in which it was 

declared criminal to throw any flander upon the king, 
queen, or their iffue. Such palpable abfurdities were, 
at that time, admitted; and they were regarded by the 
peers of England as a fufficient reafon for facrificing an 
innocent queen to the cruelty of their tyrant. Though 
unaffifted by counfel, fue defended herfelf with prefence 

of mind ; ~:md the fpechtors could not forbear pro
nouncing her entirely innocent. Judgment, however, 

was given by the court, both againft the queen and lord 
Rocheford ; <:Jnd her vcrdia contained, that ihe !hould 
be burned or beheaded at the king's pleafure. When 
this dreadful fentence was prono~nced, £he was not ter
rified but lifting up h~r hands to heaven, faid, " 0, 
~~ Father! 0, Creator l thou who art the way, the 

~' t.ruth, anJ the life, thov knoweft that I have not 
'' deferved 
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c H A P." deferved this fate." And then turning to the 
XXXI. • f h ~Judges, made the moft pathetic declarations o er in• 
1536. nocence. 

HENRy, not fatisfied witli this cruel vengeance, was 
tefolved entirely to annul his marriage with Anne Boleyn, 
and to declare her iffue illegitimate : He recalled to his 
memory, th~t, a little after her appearance in the Englifh 
court, fome attachment had been acknowledged between 
her and the earl of Northumberland, then lord Piercy; 
and he now queftioned the nobleman with regard to thefe 
engagements. Northumberland took an oath before the 
two archbilhops, that no contract or promife of marriage 
had ever paffed between them: He received the facra· 
rnent upon it, before the duke of Norfolk and others of 
the privy council ; and this folemn aCt he accompanied 
with the moft folemn protefiations of veracity m. The 
queen, however, was iliaken by menaces of executing 
the fentence againft her in its greatefr rigour, and was 
prevailed on to confefs in court, fome lawful impediment 
to her marriage with the king "· The affiieted primate1 

who fat as judge, thought himfelf obliged by this con· 
feffion, to pronounce the marriage null and invalid~ 

Henry, in the tranfports of his fury, did not perceive 
that his proceedi11gs were totally inconfifrent, and that, 
if her marria.ge were, from the beginning, invalid, fhe 
could not poffibly be guilty of adultery . 

.And exe,u. THE queen now prepared for fuffering that death to 
i'iuc, wliic fhe was fentenced. She fent her lafr meffage to 

the king, and acknowledged the obligations which fhe 
owed him, in thus uniformly continuing his endeavours 
for her ad\':mcement: From a private gentlewoman, fhe 
faiJ, he had firft made her a marchionefs, then a queen, 
~and now, fince he could raife her no higher in this 
;vo'rld, he was fending her to be a faint in heaven. She 

then 
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then renewed the protc.ftations of her innocence, and re- c H A P~ 
commended her daughter to his care. Before the lieu-~ 
tenant of the Tower, and all who approached her, fhe 15~6, 
made the like declarations; and continued to behave her-
felf with her ufual fcrcnity, and even with che:1rfulncfs. 
" The executioner," fhc (aid to the lieutenant, " is, I 
" hear, very expert; and my neck is very flender :" 
Upon which lhe grafped it in her hand, and fmiled. 
When brought, however, to the fcaffold, lhc fo'tencd her tgth May, 

tone a little with regard to her protefrations of innocence. 
She probably refleCl:ed, that the obfrinacy of queen Cathe-
rine, and her oppofition to the king's will, had much 
alienated him from the lady l\1ary : Her own maternal 
concern, therefore, for Elizabeth, prevailed in thefe laft 
moments over that indignation, which the unjufr fen-
tence, by which lhe fuffered, naturally excited in her. 
She faid, that lhe was come to die, as :!he was fentenced, 
by the law: She would accufe none, nor fay any thing 
of the ground upon which lhe was judged. She prayed 
heartily for the king; called him a mo:fl merciful and 
gentle prince; and acknowledged, that he had always 
been to her a _good and gracious fovereign; and if any 
one ihould think proper to canvafs her cauie, fl1e defired 
him to judge the beft 0

• She \Vas beheadeJ by the exe-
cutioner of Calais, who was fent for as more exp"rt 

than any in England. Her body was n~gligently thrown 
into a common chcfi: of elm-tree, made to hold arrows; 
and was buried in tt e Tov'cr. 

THE innocence <,f this unfortunate queen cannot rea
fonably be called in quc.!tion. Henry himfelf, in the 
violence of his rage, knew not \ ·hom to accufe as her 
lover; and though he impute l guilt to her bro~h .. r, and 
four perfon mo~e, he was ab!e to bring proof againfl: 
none of them. The w·hole tenour of h r cor.dud: for-

o Durnet, vol. i. p. :;.o;. 

VoL. IV. J 1 bids 
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C H A P. bids us to afcribe to her an abandoned character, fuch a~ 
XXXI. 11... b ~is implied in the king's accufation: Had 1ne een fo 

'536· loft to all prudence and fenfe of iliame, £he muft have 
expofed herfelf to detetl:ion, and afforded her enemies 

fome evidence againfi her. But the king made the moft 

effd'rual apology for her, by marrying J ane Seymour the 
very day after her execution P. His impatience to gra

tify this new paffion caufed him to forget all regard to 

decency ; and his cruel heart was not foftcncd a moment 
by the bloody catafrrophe of a perfon, who had fo long 

been the objecr of hin mofl: tender affctl:ions. 
THE L:dy IVIary thougrt the death of her fl:ep-mother 

a proper opportunity for reconciling herfelf to the king, 

who, befid~s other C:lufes of difgufr, had been offended 
with her, on ~ccount of the part which £he had taken in 

her mother's quarrel. Her c..~.>vances were not at fufi re
ceiv~d; and Henry cxatl:ed frcm her fome further proofs 

of fubmiffion and obedience: He required this young 

prim:efs, then about twenty years of age, to adopt his 

theological tenets; to ackno\\:edge his fu~~·err.acy; to 
renou 1ce tLe pope; at'd to own her mother'"s marriage to 

be unh vful and incef1:uous. Thefe points were of hard 
digeHion with the p~!nce[s; but after {(>me delays, and 

e\ en rcfufa.s, !he wcs ::-.t bfr pre\'~ilcd on to write a letter 

to her f~t 1E:r q' ccr:t::tining her atie t to the articles re
(pircd of her: Upon whi(::i1 111e was receive' into favour. 

But notwithftanumg the rctlE·n of the king's affeclion to 
th~ ifll.rc of his firfi: marriage, Le divcfl:ed not himfelf of 
kinJncfs towards the lady Elizabeth; and the new queen, 
who was bldl with a fingular fwcetnefs of difpoiition, 

difcovered fl:rong proofs of atta~hmcnt towards her. 
8th june. THE trial ~nd conv~Ecion of queen Anne, and the fub-
A parli:.-
ment. feq uent events, m::.dc i~ n-:ceuary for the king to fummon 

P Ibidem, p. 2.o7. q BCJrnet, vol, i, p. :.o;. Strype, vol. i, 
P• '~85. 

anew 
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a new parliament; and he here, in his fpeech, made a C H A P. 
. h' l h . } n_ d. h . r XXXI.. ment to IS peop e, t at, notwtt nran mg t e m1S10r-~ ~ 

tunes attending his two former marriages, he had been 1536. 

induced, for their good, to venture on a third. The 
fpeaker received this profcffion with fuitable gratitude; 
and he took thence occafion to praife the king for his 
wonderful gifts of grace and nature : He compared him, 
for j ufrice and prudence, to Solomon ; for ftrength and 
fortitude to ~ampfon ; and for beauty and comelinefs to 
Abfalom. The king very humbly replied, by the mouth 
of his chancellor, that he difavm·ved thefe praifes; fince~ 

if he were really poffeffed of fuch endowments, they were 
the gift of Almighty God only. Henry found that the 
p:trliament was no lefs fubmiffive in deeds than compLifant 
in their exprc:ffions, atid that they would go the fame 

lengths as the former in gratifying even his mofr lavvlefs 
paffions. His divorce from Anne Boleyn was ratified ; 
that queen, and all her accomplices, were attaintcd ; the 
iffue of both his former marriages were declared illegiti-
mate, and it was even made treafon to affert the leS,?;iti-
macy of either of them; to throw any flander upon the 
prefent king, queen, or their iffue, was fubjeB:ed to the 
fame penalty; the crown was fettled on the king'.s ifiue 
by Janc Seymour, or any fubfequent wife; and in cafe 
he ihould die without children, he was impowered, by 
his will or letters patent, to difpofc of the crown : An 
enormous authority r, cfpecially ·when entrufred to a 
prince fo violent and capricious in his humour. vv-ho-
ever, being required, refufed to anfwer upon oath to any 
article of this atl: of fcttlcment, was declared to be guilty 
of treafon; and by this claufe a fpecies of political in-
quifltion was eftabliihcd in the kingdom, as well as the 

r The k1ng is thought to have had a detign of leaving the crown, in c~ftt 

()[ tl.c t;1ilure ol his lawful male iffue, to his favou1ite fon, the cluke of 

Richmond, But :h~ death of that promifing nobleman, which happened 
1oon after, dif<tn o i n t e~ ii11 prujdh j,, his f.:vvur. Heyiin, F· 6. 

J\1 z a~r.ufations 
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C H A p. accufations of treafon multiplied to an unreafonable de .. 
XXXI. "--"v---J gree. The king was alfo empowered to cJnfer on any 

1536. one, by his will or letters patent, any caftles, honours, 
liberties, or fr<.nchifcs ; words which might have been 

extended to the difmembering of the kingdom, by the 
erection of principalities and independant jurifJiB:ions. 

It was alfo, by another act, made treafon to marry, 

without the king's confcnt, any princefs related in the 

firfr degree to the crown. This act was occafioncd by 

the difcovery of a defign, formed by Thomas Howard, 

brother of the duke of Norfolk, to efpoufe the lady Mar

garet Douglas, niece to the king, by his fifl:er the queen 

of Scots and the earl of A1~gus. Howard, as well as the 

young lady, was committed to the Tower. She reco-
ered her liberty foon after ; but he died in confinement. 

An aB: of attainder pafled againft him this feffion of p:!r-

liament. 
A NEW acceffion was likewife gained to the author!ty 

of the crown: The king or any of his fuccefiors was em
powered to repeal or annul, hy letters patent, whatever 
aet of parliament had been palled before he was four and 
twenty years of age. Whoe\ er maintained the authority 
of the bit'hop (,f Rome, by word or writ, or endeavoured 
in any manner to refrore it in England, was fubjecred to 

the p~nalty of a premunire ; that is, his goods were fcr
feited, and he was put out of the proteCtion of law. And 
any ... uon who poffcffed any office, ccclefi::d1:ical or civil, 

or re i\·ccl any grant or charter from the crown, and yet 
refu ·e' ro re1.ounce the pope by oath, was declared to be 
guilty of treJ.{on .. The renunciat"on prefcribed runs in 

the Hyle o'" So lclp me God, all fai,zts, and tbe holy evange
lfjh '· The pope, hearinr; of Anne Boleyn's difgrace and 

death, had hoped that the door was 0pened to a reconci

liar· n, a1.d ·.~d been making fome advances to Henry: 

• 2-i Hen, VIII. c, 10, 

But 
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But this was the reception he met with. Henry was now C JJ A P. 
XXX!. become indifferent with regard to papal cenfures; and '--v---J 

findino- a great encreafe of authoritv, as well as of rcvc- 15~6. 0 J 

nue, to accrue from his quarrel with Rome, he w~s de
termined to perfevere in his prefent meafures. '!'his 
parliament alfo, even more than any foregoing, convinced 
him how much he commanded the rcfpeet of his fubjeB:s, 
and what confidence he might rcpofe in them. Though 
the eleB:ions had been made on a fudden, without any 
preparation or intrigue, the members difcovered an un
limited attachment to his ped( .. m ~nd government t. 

THE extreme complaifancc of the convocation, which~ convoca. 
r. 1 [: . . h 1 1" d h' twn. 1at at t 1e ame time Wit t 1e par lament, enccl..lrage 1m 
in his refolution of breaking entirely with the court of 
Rome. There was fecretly a great divifion of fentiments 
in the minds oft 1is affembly; and as the zeal of the re
formers had been augmented by fome late fuccdies, the 
refentmcnt of the catholics was no Icfs excited hy their 
fears and loffes : But the authority of the king ](cpt every 
one fubmiffive and filent; and the ncw-afiiuned !Preroga
tive, the fupremacy, with whofe limits no one was fully 
acquainted, refirained even the moft furious movements 
of theological rancour. Cromvvel p1·efidcd as vicar-ge
neral ; and though the catholic party expected, that, on 
the fall of queen Anne, his autl ority would receive a 
great !hock1 they were furprized to find him ftill main-
tain equal credit as before. With the vicar-g~neral con
curred Cranmcr the primate, Latimer bifhop of \Vor
ccfrer, Shaxton of Salifbury, Hilfey of Roch ·fi:~-r, Fox 
of Hereford, Barlow of St. David's. The oppofite fac-
tion \vas headed by Lee archbifhop of York, Stokdley 
biihop of London, Tonfral of Durham, Gardincr of 
'\¥inchefrer, Longbnd of Lincoln, Sbcrbonc of Chichc.f-
ter, Nix of Norwich, and ~itc of Cadifle. 1"'.h .. forme.r 

t Burnet, vol. i, p. 2a, 

I\1 3 par r 
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C ~~~/· party, by their oppofition to the pope, fcconded the kin.g's 

""' , ~ ambition and love of power : The latter party, by mam-
1 s36. taining the ancient theological tenets, were more con

form~ble to his fpeculative principles : And both of them 

had altern~tely the adv:mtage of gaining on his humour, 

by which he was more governed than by either of thefe 

motives. 
T'HE church in general was averfe to the reformation; 

and the lower houfc of convocation frarn( d a l ifi of opi

nions, in t 1e whole fixty-fevcn, \Vhich they p:-onounced 

erroneous, and which was a colleCtion of principles, fomc 

held by the ancient Lolhrds, others by the modern pro

tefl:ants, or Gofpcliers, as they were fometimes C(l1led. 

Thefc opinions they fent to the upper houfe to be cenfur

cd ; but in the preamble of their reprefentation, they 

d ifcovered the fenile fpirit, by wh1ch they were governed. 

They faid, " tnat they intended not to do or fpeak any 

" thing which might be unpleafant to the king, whom 

" they acknowledge their fuprcme head, and whofe corn

" mands they were refolved to obey; renouncing the 

'' pope's ufurped authority, with all his laws and invrn

" tions, now extingui!hed and abolilhed ; and addictmg 

" themfelves to Almighty God and his laws, and unto 

" the king and the laws made within this kingdom u." 
THE convocation came at lafr, after fome debate, to 

decide articles of faith; and their tenets were of as motley 

a kind as the aff~mbly itfelf, or rather as the king's fyf

tem of theology, by which t!1cy were refolved entirely to 

fquare their principles. They determined the frandard of 

faith to confifl: in the Scriptures and the three creeds, the 

Apofl:olic, Nicene, and Athanafian; ~nd this article was 

a fignal vitl:ory to the reformers : Auricular confeffion 
and penance were admitted, a doctrine agreeable to the 

catholics: No mention was made of marriage, extreme 

u Collier, vol. ii, p. J 19, 

unCtion, 
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unction, confirmation, or holy orders, as facraments; C H A P. 

d . h" "ffi h . fl r h n. :XXXI. an m t IS om1 wn t e m ucncc or t e prote1rants ap-~ 
peared: The real prefence Vlas aiLrted, conformably to 15~6. 

the ancient doctrine : The terms of acceptance were efl:a-
bli!hcd to be the merits of Chrift, and the mercy and 
goqd pleafure ~f God, fuitably to the new principles. 

So far the two feB:s feem to have made a fair partition, 
by alternately fharing the feveral claufes. In framing the 
fubfequcnt arti les, each of them feems to have throv;n 
in their ingredient. The catholics prevailed in affcrting, 
that the ufe of images was warranted by Scripture; the 
protefl:ants, in warning the people againft idolatry, and 
the abufc of thefe fenfible reprefentations. The ancient 
faith was adopted in maintaining the expediency of pray
ing to faints ; the late innovations in rejecting the pecu
liar patronage of faint to any trade, profcffion, or courfe 
of action. The former rite:> of worfhip, the u ·,of I oly 
water, and the ceremonies pratl:ifed on Afh-wednefd~y, 
Palm-funday, Good-friday, and other fefl:iva]s were ilill 
maintained ; but the new refinements, which made light 
of thefe inftitutions, were alfo adopted, by the convoca .. 
tion's denying that they had any immediate po1vver of re
mitting fin, and by its afierting that their fole merit con
fiil:cd in promoting pious and dc\·out difpvf tions in the 
mind. 

BuT the article, with regard to purgatory, co tains 
the mofr curious jargon, ambiguity, and hditation, ari
fing from the mixture of oppofite tenets. It wa · to this 
purpofe: " Since according to due order of charity, and 
" the book of Maccabees, and divers ancient author , it 
" is a very good and charitable deed to pray for fouls de
" parted; and fince fuch a. practice h::.s been mainta'lned 
" in the church from the beginning ; all bifhops and 
" teachers ihould infiruet the people not to be grieved 
" for the continuance of the fame. But :fin'.:e the pi ace 

l.Vl 4 '' Vt here 
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C H A P." where departed fouls are retained, before they reach 

Paraclifc, as well as the nature of their pains, is left 

uncertain by Scripture ; all fuch queftions are to be 

X<~-"n. " 
\...--v-......1 

1536. ' " 

" fubmitted to God, to whofe mercy it is meet and cop-

" venient to commend the deceafi.!cl, trufiing that he ac

" ccpteth our prayers for them w ." 

THESE articles, when framed by the convocat~on, and 
correCted by the kinc, were fub(ci'bcJ by every member 

of th2.t a!fembly, wh1lc, perhaps, n ither there nor 

throughout thew wle kingdom, could one man be found, 

except the kin; himfdf, who had adopted precifely thefe 

very doctrines and opinions. For though there be not 

any contradiction in the tenets here advanced, it had 

happened in England, as in ad countries where faCtious 

di·diions ltavc pi:. e; ~ cer~ . .in cn::cd was embraced by 
each party ; .:w neuters were to be found ; and thcfe 

confifh .. d only of fpecula.:ive or whir 1fical people, of 

whom tvto pcrfons could fcarcely be brought to an agree

ment in the L c dor-mas. 1'hc protdhu ts, all of them, 

carried tl eir oppofition to Rome f,lrther than thote arti-

. c!cs: None of the catholics \VOlt fo far: And the king, 

by being able to r tain the nation in fuch a delicate me

dium, difplaye<.! the utmofi: PO\' r of an imperious defpo

tifm, of which any hifiory [ urni(hes an example. To 
hant;e the religion of a co•tn -ry, e 'Cl1 WGen feconded by 

a party, is one of the mofr p ri!ous ent([prizes, which 
any fovereiga can attempt, and often proves the mofr de-· 

frruc~ive to roy.J authority. But Henry was able to fct 

t. e pol'tic2.l :n chine in that furiot s movement, and yet 

rer;ulate and even H:c,p its c:u·~;cr : He could fay to it, thus 

fJ.r i'hal t thou go and no fartht:.r : And he made every vote 

of his parliarr ent ancl convocation fubfcrvient, not only 

to his interefl:s and painons, but even to his grcate!l 

""., Ccll:er, vol. ii, P• 12.2., & feq. Fuller. Burnet, vol, i. P• 2.I5· 

caprices; 
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, caprices ; nay, to hi::. mofl: refined and mofl: fcholafl:ic C H A 
XXXI. 

fubtilties. '--"',--.1 

'rHE concurrence of thefe two nat~onal affemblies 1.53°• 

ferved, no doubt, to CI c~eafe the king's power over the 
people, and raifcd him to an authority more abfolute, 
than an r prince, in a fimple monarchy, even by means 
of milita. y force, is ever able to attain. But there are 
certain bounds, beyond w 1ich the mofr flavilh fubmiffion 
cannot be extended. All the late innovations, par""icu-
larly the diffolution of the fmallcr monafreries, m d the 
immin nt danger, to which all the reft were expofed x, 
had bred difcontent among the people, and had difpofed 
them to a revolt. The expelled monks, wandering about 
the country, excited both the piety and compafiion of 
men ; .and as the ancient religion took hold of the popu-
lace by pow 'rful motives, fuited to vulgar C<lpacity, it 
was able, now th::tt it was brought into app~rc .t hazard, 
to excite the .fironi!efr zea in its favour Y. Difcontents Difcontent5 

'-' among :th 
had ev-en reached fomc of the nobility and gentry, whofe people. 

ancefiors had found ... d t 1c monafrerics, and who placed a 
vanity in thofe infl:itutions, afl v~ell as reaped fomc benefit 

ftom them, by the provifions1 \Vhich they afForde I them 
for their younger children. rrhe more fupcdl:itious were 
interefted for the fouls of their for .... fathers, \Vhich, they 
bc1it\'ed, muft now lie, dur'ng many ages, in the tor-
ments of purgatory, for want of maffcs o .!"clicve them. 
It feemeJ :.rnjuft to aboli£h pious infiitutions for the fat.:.lts, 
real or pretended, of indivi<.lua1s. Even the mofr mode-
rate anJ rcafonable d emul it fome\vhat iniquitous, that 
men, who had been invited into a courfe of life y all the 
laws, human and divine, which prevailed in their coun-
try, £ho· ld b .... turned out of their poffcffions, and fo little 
care be taken of their future fubfiLence. And when it 
\Va~ obfervcc!, that tl e ra1 acity and bribery of the corn-

x See flotc [HJ at the end of the volume. 
1'· 249· 

Y Strype, \'OI. i. 

miffioners 
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c H A P. miffioners and others employed in vifiting the monafie-
XXXI. . ' fi r. 1 · f ~ nes, intercepted much of the pro ts re1u tmg rom thefe 

536. confifcations, it tended much to encreafe the general dif

content z. 

Jnfcrrec• 

BuT the people did not break into open fedition, till 
the complaints of the fecular clergy concurred with thofe 
of the regular. As Crom~.vel's perfon was little accept

able to the ec lefiaftics ; the authority, which he cxer

cifed, b.._ing fo new, fo abfolute, fo unlimited, infpired 

them vith difgufi: and terror. He publii.heJ, in the king's 

n·tmc, without the confent either of parliament or con

voc~tion, an ordonancc, by which he retrenched many of 

the ?ncient holydays ; prohibited fever~~~ fupcrftitions, 

g?.inful to the clergy, fuch as pilgrim< .. t,es, magcs, re

liques; c-nd even ordered the incumbents in the pari!hes 

to fet apart a confideral-!"! porti n of their revenue for re

pairs, and for the fupport cf exhibitioners and the porJr of 
their parifh. The fecular pr:efis, finding themf lves thus 

reduced to a grievous fervitLde, inftilled into de people 

thofe difcontents, which they had long harboured in their 

own bofoms. 
THE hi.ft r!fing was in Li 1colnfhire. It was headed 

by Dr. l\1ackrel, prior of Barlings, who was difguifed 

l'ke a mean mechanic, and who bore the n<me of captain 

Cobler. T'his tumultuary army amounted to above 

20,000 men a; but notwithfranding their number, they 

fuowed little d'fpoGtion of proceeding to .extremities 

again.~.t th l'in2;, a1~d feemed frill ovcra ved by his autho
rity. They acknowledged him to be fupreme head of the 

church of En.,..land; but they complained of fuppreffir.g 

the mond'tcrics, of c·:il counfellors, of perfons meanly 

born raifed to d;g!lity, of the danger to which the jewels 

anJ plate of their parochial churches were expofcd: And 

they prayed t 1e king to confult the nobility of the reallll 

z Burnet, vol. i. p. z.z3. a Ibid. p. '1.27• Herbert. 

concerning 
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concerning the redrcfs of thefe grievances b. Henry was C H A P • 
..., XXXI. 

little difpofed to entertai11 apprehcnf!ons of danger, e pe- '--v--1 

ciall y from 3. low mu ltitudc, whom he defpifed. He fc nt 6th
1 ~3~~~b. 

forces againfr the rebels und : the cor:.mand of the duke 

of Suftolk; and he returned them a very !harp anfwcr to 

their petition. There V re re fome gentry' whom th~ po-
pulace had confrraincd to take part \llt. them, and who 

kept a fecret correfpondence with Suffolk. They in-

formed him, that refentment ag3in!'t th king's reJly was 

the chief caufe, which retained t1.e rr alcontcnts in arms, 

and that a milder anfwer would probably fupprefs the re-
bellion. Henry had levied a great force at Landon, with 

which he was preparing to march aga;nfr the rebels; and 

being fo well fupported by power, he thought, t 1at, 

without lofing his dignity, he might no r :lho v them 
fome greater condcfcenfion. He fent a new proclamz.tion, 

requiring the!TI to return to their obedience, with f~cret 
affurances of pardon. This expedient had its efFeCt : 
,.rhe populace was difperfed : 1V1ackrel and fome of their 
leaders fell into the king's hands, and were executed: 

The greater p:.1rt of the multitude retired peaceably to their 

ufual occupations: A few of the more obfiinate fled to 

the north, where they joined the infurrcction that was 

raifed in thofe parts. 
THE northern rebels, as they were more numerous, 

were alfo, on other accou!1ts, n.ore formidable than thofe 

of Lincolnfhire; becaufe the people were there mor:? ac
cufiomed to arms, and bccaufc of the vicinity to the 

Scots, who might make advantage of thefe di[orJers. 

One Afkc, a gentleman, had taken tbc command of 
them, and he poiTdTed the art of go\'erning the populace. 

Their enterprize they called the Pilgrimage of Grace: 
Some prieil:s marched before in the habits of their order 

carryinR" cro1Tes in their hands : ln their banners wa.s 

H:!rbert, P• 4!0. 

w~wen 

' 
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c H A P. woven a· crucifix, with the reprcfentation of a chalice, 
~and of the five wounds of Chrift c : They \Yore on their 

1536. fleeve an emblem of the five wound:;, with the name of 
Jefus wrought in the middle: They all took an oath, that 
thev had entered into the pilgrimage of grace from no 
oth~r motive, than their love to God, their care of the 
king's per!on and iffue, their dcfire of purifying the no
bility, of driving bafe-born perfons from about the king, 
of reft~ring the church, and of fuppreffing herefy. Al
lured by thefe fair pretences, about 40,000 men from the 
count"es of York, Durham, Lancafl:er, and thofe nor
thern provinces, flocked to their ftandard ; and their 
zeal, no lefs than their numbers, infpired the court with 

apprchenfions. 
THE earl of Shrewibury, moved by his regard for the 

king's fcn·icc, raifcd forces, though at firfl: without any 
ommiffion, in order to oppofe the rebels. The earl of 

Curnberland rcpu]fed them from his cafile of S. ipton: 
Sir R: lph Evers defended Scarborow-cafHe again:fl: them a: 
Ccurtncy, marquis of Exeter, the king's coufin-german, 
obey d orders from coart, and levied troops. The earls 
of Hunt'ng'1on, Dcby, and Rutbnd, imitated his ex
ample. The reb Is, however, prevailed in taking both 

Hull and York: They had laid fiege to Pornfret cafHe, 
into v:hich the archbifnop of York and lord Darcy had 

"" thrown then feh es. It \vas foon fUlTcndered to them; 
and he prelate and nobleman, who fecretly wifned fuc
cefs to th infurrc3.;on, feemed to yield to the force im
pofeJ on them, and joined the rebels. 

THE duke of 1 orfolk was appointed general of the 
_ing's .orces r- ~ ainft the northern n bels; ~nd as he headed 
he party ac court, which fupported the ancient religion, 

he v:as alfo fufp~t~ed of bearing fome favour to the c:mfe, 
;vhich he was fent to oppofe. His prudent con<.lucr, 

c fc:, vel. ii, p. 992, d Stowe, p. 574• Ba!.::cr, p. 258. 

however~ 
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nowever, feems to acquit him of this imputation. He c H A .. 
X encamped near Doncafier, together with the earl of~,..-.._ __ 

Shrewiliury; and as his army was fmall, fcarcely exceed- 15s:6. 

ing five thoufand men, he made choice of a pofi, where 
he had a river in front, the ford of which he propofed to 
defend againfi the rebels. They had intended to attack 
him in the morning; but during the night, there fell 
fuch violent rains as rendered the river utterly unpaffable; 
and Norfolk wifely laid hold of the opportunity to enter 
into treaty with them. In order to open the door for ne
gociation, he fent them a herald; wi10m Afke, their 
leader, received with great ceremony; he himfelf fitting 
in a chair of fiate, with the archbifuop of York on one 
hand, and lord Df!.rcy on the other. It was agreed, that 
two gentlemen fuould be difpatched to the king with pro-

pofals from the rebels; and Henry purpofely delayed giving 
an anfwer, and al 1 •red them with hopes of entire fatisfac-

tion, in expectation that neceffity would foon oblige 
them to difperfe themfelves. Being informed, that his 
artifice had, in a great mcafure, fucceedcd, he required 
them infl:antly to lay down their arms and fubmit to 
mercy ; promifing a pardon to all except fix whom he 
named, and four whom he referved to himfelf the power 
of naming. But though the greatefi part of the rebels 
had gone home for want of fubfifrcn::e, they had entered 
into the moft folemn engagements to return to their 
ftandards, in cafe the king's ~nfwer fuculd not pro\'c fa

tisfa.Cl:ory. Norfolk, therefore, foon found himfclf in 
the fame difficulty as before ; and he opened again a ne
gociation with the leaders of the multitude. He engaged 
them to fend three hundred perfons to Dor.cafrer, with 
propofals for an accommodation ; "-nd he hoped, by in-
trigue and fep;trate intaefis, t thro\\' diffention among 
fo great a number. Afke himfelf had propofed to be one 

f the dep •ties, and he required a hoi1.1
0

e for his fecur:ty: 
But 
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C A P . J': u t e kin3", when confulted, replied> that he knew nt 
·XXXI. fr cl {i 1' 1 '--_, _ _. g · t u. r or oth _f, whom he e cemc o rtt e as to put 

:1536. him in pledge for fuch a vilb.in. The demands of the 

rebels were fo exorbitant, that N orfol!<: rejected them; 

and they prepar~d again to decide the contcfr by force of 

arms. They v:erc as formidable as ever both by their 

numbers and fpirit ; and not-vvithfranding the fmall river, 

which lay between them and the royal army, Norfolk 

had great reafon to dread the effeB:s of their fury. But 

while they were preparing to pafs the ford, rain fell a 
fecond time in fuch abundance, as m~dc it impracticable 

for them to execute their defign ; and the populace, 

partly reduced to ncceffity by want of provifions, partly 

ftruck with fuperfrition at being thus again difappointed 

by the fame accident, faddenly difpcrfed themfelves. The 

duke of Norfolk, who had received powers for that end, 

forwarded the difperfion, by the prom·;e of a general am-

gth Dec. nefry; and the king ratified this aB: of clemency. He 

publiihed, however, a manifefro againfr the rebels, and an 
anfwer to their complaints; in which he employed a very 

lofty fryle, fuited to fo haughty a monarch. He told 

them, that they ought no more to pretend giving a judg

ment with regard to government, than a blind man with 

regard to colours : " And we," he added, " with our 

" whole council, think it right firange, that ye, who 
" be but brutes and inexpert folk, do take upon you to 

" appoint us, who be meet or not for our council." 

As this pacification was not hkely to be of long conti

nuance, Norfolk was ordered to keep his army together, 

and to march into the r:.orthern parts, in order to exatl: a 
general fubmiffion. Lord Darcy, as \\'ell as Aike, was 
fcnt for to court; and the former, upon his refuf<1l or 

delay to ap· ear, was thrown into prifon. Every place 
wzs full of jea1oufy and complaints. A new infurreCtion 

broke out, heaLlcd by Mufgrave and Tilby; znd the rc-

beb 
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els bcficged Carlif!e with 8ooo men. Being rcpulfcd by C H 1} P. 

d
. h . xxxr. that city, they were encountere m t c1r retreat hy 1'~or- '--"v--oJ 

folk, who put them to flight; and having made prifoncrs 1 531• 

of all their officers, except Mufgrave, who efcaped, he 
infi::mtly put them to death by martial law, to the number 
of feventy perfons. An attempt, made by Sir Francis 
Bigot and Halam to furprize Hull, met with no better 
fuccefs; and feveral other rifings were fuppreffcd by the 
vigilance of Norfolk. The king, enraged by thefe mul-
tiplied revolts, was determined not to adhere to the ge-
neral pardon, which he had granted ; and from a move-
ment of his ufual violence, he 'made the innocent fuffer 
for the guilty. , Norfolk, by command from his mafl:er, 
fpread the royal banner, and, wherever he thought pro-
per, executed martial law in the punilhmcnt of offenders. 
Befides Afke, leader of the firfr infurrcS:ion, Sir Robert 
Confiable, Sir John Bulmer, Sir Thomas Piercy, Sir 
Stephen Hamilton, Nichol<:.s TempeR:, William Lumlcy, 
and many others, were thrown into prifon; ancl moft of 
them were condemned and executc9. Lord Huffcy was 
found guilty as an accomplice in the infurreC!ion of Lin
colnlhire, and was executed at Lincoln. Lord Darcy, 
though he pleaded compulfion, and appealed, for his juf
tification, to a long life, fpcnt in the fcrvicc of the crown, 
was beheaded on Tower-hill. Before his execution, h~ 
accufcd Norfolk of having fecretl 1 encouraged the re be Is; 
but Henry, eitl1er fenfible f that nobleman's great fer-
vices and convill.ccd of his fidelity, or afraid to offend one 
of fuch cxtenfive power and great capacity, rejected the 
information. Being now fati .. tetl with punilhing the re-
bels, he publiihed anew a gcncr2.l pardon, to which he 
faithfully adhered c; and he creCl:ed by patent a court of 
jufticc at Yor1~, for deciding lz .. w-fuits in the northern 
counties : A demand which had been made by the rebels~ 

e Herbert, p. 428, 

7 SooN 
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,u. T after this prnfperous fuccefs, an event happened, 

\-...-- ·hich c. owned Henry's joy, the birth of a fon, "''howas 

O n1 ~37· baptized under tl e name of Edward. Yet was not thi 
1;.10 er 12.. 

Bi_rth of happin {; w'thc ·t allay: The queen died two days afterr. 
pance Ed- B , 1 1 'ih d .c b H 
w:rd, and ut a fon had fo long ocen ar cnt y Wl e 10r y enry, 

J
death of~ and was now become fo neceffary, in order to prevent 

an e. 
difpu tes w. t regard to the ii tcceffion, after the aas de-

claring tbc two princdlt~s illegitimate, that the king's 
afHiB:ion was 'rowned in his joy, and he expreffed great 

L'ltisfaaion o the occafion. The prince, not fix days 
old, was crerted prince o,.. Wales, duke of Cornwal, and 

earl o Chelter. Sir Edwanl Se. mour, the quecn's bro

ther, f, rmcrly m, de Lord Beau champ, was raifcd to the 

dignity of earl of H rtford. Sir \Vil1iam Fitz Williams, 
high admir 1, was created earl of Southampton; Sir 

\Villiam l aulet, Lord St. John; Sir John Rufiel, Lord 

Ruffd. 

153S. THE fuppreffion of the rebcll'on and the birth of a fon, 

as th y confirmed Henry's authority at home, cncreafed 

his conficleration among foreign p inccs, and made his 

alliance be courted by all parties. He maintained, how

t;vcr, a neutrality in the wars, which w re carried on, 

with various fuccef:, and without any decifivc event, be

tween Charles and Francis; and though inclined n ore to 

favour the le ttcr, I e dcterr incd not to incur, without 

neccffity, either hazard or expe1 c · on his account. A 

truce, conclud d a out thi time between thcfe potentate~, 

and afterwards prolonged for ten years, freed him from 
all anxiety on account of hi~ ally, aid re-efrablifh d the 

tranquillity of Europe. 

HENRY continued dcfirous of cementing a union \Vith 

the G rman protcH:ants ; a1 d hr tl1at puipofe, he [I nt 

Chriitopher Mount to a cougrcfs which they Id atBrunf4 

f Strype, vo1, :j, p S· 

wic''i 
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wick; but that minifl:er made no great pro""refs in his C I A P. 

o ':XXI. 
1 egociation. The princes wifhed to know, w 1at we e l/"\.I""V 
the articles in their conf ffion w. ich Henry di, iked; arl'l IS;8• 

they fent new amb:dfador to him, who had orders ooth 
to negociate and to dif}mte. They endeavoured to cot -
vince the king, that he was guilty f a mifiake, in ad

miniftering the eucharifr in one kind only, in dlowi. g 
private mafles, and in requiring the celibacy of the cler-

gy g. Henry would by no means ackno v1edge any error 
in thcfc particulars ; and was clifpleafed that they f110uld 

pretend to prcfcribc rules to fo great a monarch and theo-
logian. He found arguments and fyliog.fms cnow to de-

fend his caufe; and he difmified the ambaffador vdthout 
coming to any con cl ufion. J eal us alf< !efr his own fub-
je3:s fuould become fuch theologians as to qucfi:ion his 

tenets, he ufed great precaution in publifhing that tranf-
lafon of the fcri1 .. re which was finifhed this year. He 
would only allow a copy of it to be dcpofitcd in fomc 
parifh churches, where it was fixed by a chain: And he 
took care to inform the people by proclamatioi., " That 
" this indulgence was not the cfrecl: of his duty., but of 
" } is ·oodnefs and his liberality to them ; w 10 therefore 
" fhould u{c it mod ratcly, for the cncrcafe of virtue, not 
" of firife: And he ordered t .• at no man f..'lot~,d read t1 c 
" Bible aloud, fc as to diil:urb the pri it, while he fang 
" mafs, nor prefume to cxpour d doubt uJ pl.1ccs, wi!'h-
" out advice from the learned." In this me::fure, as 
in the refr, he ftill halted half ·.-.y bet cu1 t11c alholics 
and the proteftants. 

THERE wa only one partict.lar, in which H~nry w:-.ts 
quite dccifivc; becaufe he wa there irnpell y his a\'' rice, 
o more properly fpeaking, his rapac1t;, the conf\.quc.nce 

of his profufion : Thi meafure w:::.s the entire d ihuctioJ, t• pr*n·rm 

f the monafieries. The prd::nc opporamity fc>emtd fa- "1 trJ!' ~at 
er, on:u• 

, 11· 1 ·• . tni-.s. t < o ter, vo . 11, p. 14 5, frcm :!1c Cott, L:b. Cle p tra, E. S· fol, 17 3· 

aL. IV. vourab!e 
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C H A P. vourable for that great enterprize, while the fuppreffion 

~~of the late rebellion fortified and encreafed the royal au-

I538· thority; and as fome of the abbots were fufpetl:ed of 

having encouraged the infurrcB:ion, and of correfponding 
with the rebels, the king's refentmcnt was farther incited 

by that motive. A new vifitation was appointed of all 
th~ mcnafrerics in England ; and a pretence only being 

wanted for their fupprdlion, it was eafy for a prince, pof

fe!fed of fu_ch unlimi~cd power, and feconding the prefent 

humour of a gre2.t part of the nation, to find or feign 

one. 'The abbots. and monks knew the danger, to which 

t ey were expofcd; and having learned, by the example 

of the leffcr monaHeries, that nothing could withfiand the 

king's will, they w:::rc moft of them induced, in expecta
tion of better trc"t .lent, to make a voluntary refignation 

oft 1cir houfes. \,,There promifes failed of effect, menaces 

and ~ven ex rc.mc ·iole:1c.e wer~ employed ; and as fe'cral 

of the abbots, ll!lCe the breach with Rome, had been 
n~mcd by the court, with a view to this event, the king's 
jntentions were L c more cafily cftcB:uat.:d. So::-11e alfo, 
h~ving fccrctly cm br<'<..cc.d the 'octrine of the reformation, 

we!""e glad to be freed from their vows; and on the whole, 
the Jefign was cor;eutted w~th fuch fucccfs, that, in lefs 
ttan two y(.._rs, th · ' in~ had g t polfeffion of all the mo

nafiic 1-c•·cnues. 
IN (everal places, particular y in the county of Oxford, 

great interefi was made to prefcrve fomc convents of wo

mt:n, who, ~s they li' ed in the moft irreproachable man· 

ner, ~ ufHy merit J, it w~s thou6ht, that their houfes 

iliould b:: f<..ved fron the gen ral dcftruction h. There 
appe, 1 ~Jfo gre ... t Lfferc. ce between the cafe of nuns 

and th t of friar ; an the one infiitution mi')'ht be laud-

hi 
., b 

a c, wh11e the other was e.:pofed to much blame. The 
males of all ranks, if endo\Yetl with i duftry, might be 

h Uumct, vol, i, P• 3 ~s. 
of 
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of fervice to the public; and none of them could vv-~nt C H A P. 

r. . d h" n . d B 'XXXI. employment, IUite to s 1tat!On an ea acity. ut a~ 
woman of family, who failed of. a fettJement in the m::-:·- lS)L 

ried fiate, an accident to which fuc'1 perfons were more 
liable than women of lower {btion, had really no rani: 

which fhe properly filled ; and a convent was a retreat 
both honourable and agrce;1ble, from the inutility and 
often want, which attend d her fituation. But the king 
was determined to abolifh mon:1itcrie' of every denomi-
nation; and probably thought, that thefc ancient cila
blifhmcnts would be the fconer forgot, if no remains of 

them, of any kind, were ~Ilowed to fubfift in he kiDg-
dom. 

THE better to reconcile the people to this great inno
vation, ftories were propagated of the detefbbl lives cf 
the fri~rs in many of the convents ; and great care was 
taken to defame thofe whom the court had d~termined to 
ruin. The reliques alfo and other uperfiitions, which 
had fo long been the objetl of the people's vencraticn, w.::rc 
expofcd to their ri icule; and the religio'lS fpirit, no'\V 
lefs bent on exterior obfcrva ces and fcniible objects, was 
ez~couraged in this new direction. 1t 's necdlc[s to be 
prolix in an enumeration o: P<· ticulars : Protei , nt hi:. 
torians mention on this occailon \Yi ~ great triumph h' 
facrcd repofitories of conven!:s ; rh~ parings of St. Ed
mond's toes; fome of the coals that roafl:ed St. Laurence; 
the !ir lie of the Virgin {ho vn in eleven feveral places; 
two or three heads of St. Urfula; the fdt of St. Thomas 
of Lancafl:er, an inf llible cure for the head-ach; p:trt 
of St. Thomas of Ca .. terbur;'s lhi!·t, n~u.-:h reverenced l y 
big-bellied vromen ; feme 1 'i 

1
l!es, ~r. 'cellent prevcn

ti\ e againfi rain; oth~rs, a P-r:. edy to \Veeds in corn. But 
fuch fi.~oleries, as they :-.re to be fou d in all a

0
es ar .. na

tions, and e ·en took place d 1ring t: e mofl refined I e
riods f antiquity, form no particu 1ar -vr vio!cnt re preach 
to the catholic religion. ., 

r 2 THER~ 
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c H A P. ;rHERE were alfo difcovcrcd, or faid to be difcovered, 
XXXI. f ·fi · 1 ~- '"'v in the mona:fl:eries fome impoftures o a more art1 c1a na-

l538• ture. At Hales, in the county of Gloucefl:cr, there had 

been fhown, during feveral ages, the blood of Chrifl: 

brought from Jerufc.lem; and it is eafy to imagine the 

veneratioh, with which fuch a rclique was regarded. A 
miraculous circumfl:ance alfo attended this miraculous 

relique; the facred blood was not vifible to any one in 
mortal fin, even when iet before him ; and till he had 

performed good works fufficient for his abfolution, it 

would not d~ign to difcover itfelf to him. At the di[o

lution of the monafl:cry, the whole contrivance was de

teB:ed. Two of the monks, who were let into the fe
cret, had taken the blood of a duck, which they renewed 
every week : They put it in a phial, one fide of which 

confifl:ed of thin and tranfparcnt chryfl:al, the other of 
thick and opaque. Vvhen any rich pilgrim arrived, they 
were fure to fhow him the dark fide of the phial, till maifcs 
and offerings had expiated his offences; and then finding 

his money, or patience, or faith, nearly exhaufl:eJ, they 

made h·m happy by turning the phial 1
• 

A MIRACULOUS crucifix had been kept at Boxley in 
Kent, a11d bore the appel iation of the Rood of Grace. 

'rhe lips, and eyes, and head of the image moved on the 
approach of its vo::aries. Hilfey, bifhop of Rochefier, 

broke the crucifix at St. Paul's crofs, and fhowed to the 
whole people the fprings and wheels by which it had 
been fecretly moved. A great wooden idol, revered in 

Wales, called De:.rvel Gatherin, was alfo brought to Lon

don, and cut ;n pieces : And by a cruel refinement in 

yengeance, it was ct..1ploycd as fuel to burn friar Forcfi k, 

~ho was punifhed for denying the fupremacy, and fer 
o. e prc ended herefies . A fiagcr of St. Andrcw's, eo-

i Hcrbert, p. 4 31, 4V·• Sto\YC, p. 57 5· 
k Gcodwill·s Annals, Stowe, p. 57 5· Herbert, n ker, P• 2SC. 
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vered with a thin plate of filver, had been pawned by a :c H A P. 

cl b f r d b . • XXXI. convent for a e t o 10rty poun s; ut as the kmg-s ~ 
commiffi:vners refufed to pay the debt, people made them- 153~. 

felvcs merry with the poor creditor, on account of h is 
pledge. 

BuT of all the infhuments of ancient fuperfrition, no 
one was fo zealoufly defrroyed as the 1hrine of Thomas a 
Becket, commonly called St. Thomas of Canterbury. 
,..rhis faint owed his canonization to the zealous defence, 
which he had made for clerical privileges; and on that ac
count alfo, the monks had extremely encouraged the de
votion of pilgrimages towards his tomb, and numberlefs 
were the miracles, •which, they pretended, his reliques 
wrouo-ht in favour of his devout votaries. Thev raifed c J 

his body once a year; and the day, on which this cere-
mony was performed, which was called the day of his 
tranflation, was a general holiday : Every fiftieth year 
there was celebrated a jubilee to his honour, which lafi:ed 
fifteen days : Plenary indulgences were then granted to 
all that vifited his tomb; and a hundred thoufand pil
grims have been regifrered at a time in Canterbury. 1'he 
devotion towards him had quite effaced in that pb.cc the 
adoration of the Deity; nay, even that of the Virgin. 
At God's altar, for inflance, there were offered in one 
year three pounds tvvo 1hillings and fix pence; ~t the 
Virgin's, fixty-three pounds five 1hillings and fix pence; 
at St. Thomas's, eight hundred and thirty-two pounds 
twelve fidlings and three pence. But next year, the dif
proportion was fiill greater : There was not a penny of
fered at God's altar; the Virgin's gained only four pounds 
one fhilling and eight pence; but St. Thomas had got 
[i r his fhare nine hundred and fifty-four pounds fix fhil
E..gs and three pence 1• ' Levvis VII. of France had made 
a piigrimage to this miraculous tomb, and had ~dtowed 

~ Burnet1 vol, i. p. 24-J.· 

N3 V.r. 
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c H A P. on the fhrinc ~jewel, efl:eemed the richefl: in Chrifiendom. 
XXXI. , . H r. . f h' ~-v---1 It is evident, how oonoxJous to enry a 1amt o t IS 

1538. character mufl: appear, and how contrary to aJl his pro
jects for degrading the authority of the court of Rome. 

He not only pillaged the rich furine, dedicated to St. 
Thomas: H" made the faint himfclf be cited to appear in 

court, and be tried and condemned as a traitor : He or

dered his n~ ne to be firuck ot't of the calendar; the of

fice for his fd'tival t0 be expur ged fi·om ali breviaries; 

his bones to ' e bun ed, and the a{hes to be thrown in 

t,1e air. 
ON tl.c whole, the king, at different times, fuppreiTed 

fix 1 u~r red 'nd forty-five ~A,on 2.fl:eri s: Of which twenty

e'~ht hal ah'>ots, that enjoyed a feat in parliament. 

Ninety ~o!' t:.· ) wcr:: clemoli{heJ in fe 'Cral counties; two 

t ,oufand thr:e huadrcd ~.nd cventy-four chantries and 

fre~ c~1apd3: A 1 um1red ~nd ten hofp. tals. The whole 
revenu of thcfe e~ blifhments amour,ted to one hundred 
and fi. ty-' ne t: ',uf:lnd one hum red pounds . It is 

wort~1y of o'~" va~;c,n, ~lnt dl the bmls and poffeffions 
ar. re-renPc of En.:.L'nd h:).d, <~ lit~ c before this period, 
bee'n r<:.!:L._! at fou · 1.1illion' a year ; fo that the r~venues 

of the onks, even c >mprc.lcncling the lcffer mona:fleri\..s, 

did not exre' d tl C tV.'~llt!eti: part of the national income: 

A fum vafhy in~cri.or to whc.t is commonly apprehen..led. 
The l:·_m1s, bdcn'"ing to th~ c !1Vent::., were ufually let at 

rcry lov1 rent; a ,d tne farmc:rs, who regarded thcmfeh tS 

r • I: • 1 1 ~s a tpecte'l c. prop~·,etors, too1c ;::. ~.vays care to renew 

their leafes bef 11? t cy cxp;red n. 

GREAT murmurs '.ver~ every where excited on account 

of ~hefe violertcts; ~.r,d me-n mt.ch quefiioned, vrhethu 
1 riors and monks, w. o Fcre only trufi:ees or tenants for 

life, c:mld, lf any deed, Lov:e·.rer volurJ.!:ary, transfer to 

'm Lor:d Her be. t, "'amdcn, Srezd. 

en:i the Yclume, 
n See note [I] at the 

the 
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the king the entire property of their efiates. In order to C H A P• 
.1 h 1 {i h . h . . XXXI. reconc1 e t e peop e to uc m1g ty mnovat1ons, they were _ --.J 

told, that the king would never thenceforth have occa- 1538. 

fion to levy taxes, but would be able, from t 1c abbey lands 
alone, to bear, during war as well as peace, the whole 
charges of government 0

• While fuch topics were em-
ployed to appeafe the populace, the king took an effectual 
method of interefting the nobility and gentry in the fuc-
cefs of his meafures P : He either made a gift of the re-

venues of convents to his favourites and courtier , or fold. 
them at low prices, or exchanged them for other lands 
on very difadvantageous terms. He was fo profufe in 
thefe liberalities, that he is f~id to have given a woman 
the whole revenue of a convent, as a reward for making a 
pudding, which happened to gratify his palate q. He alfo 
fettled penfions on the abbots and priors, proportioned 
to their former revenues or to their merits; and gave each 
monk a yearly penfion of eight marks: He retled fix 
new bifhoprics, W cfiminfr r, Oxford, Peterborow, Brif-
tol, Cheficr, and Gloucefrer; of which five fubfift at this 
clay : And by all thefe means of expence and diffipation, 
the profit, which the king reaped by the fctzure of church 
lands, fell much fhort of vulgu opinion. As the ruin of , 
convents had been forefeen iomc years ere it happened, 
the monks had taken care to fecrete befor hand mofl: of 
their frock, furniture, and plate; fo that the fpoils of the 
great monafl:eries bore nor, in thde refpcCt:s, any propor-
tion to thofe of the Idler. 

hESIDE the lands, poHeifed by the monaftcries, the rc
g lar clcr~y enjoyed a conftdtrable p:ut of th.c benefices 
of England, and of the ty rhes, annexed to them ; and 
thefe were alfo at this time transferred to the crown, and 
by that means came into the ham.ls of laymen : An abufe 

° Coke's 4th lnft. to), 44• 
fuller. 

P Dugdale's Wanvi<:kfhire, p. Soo. 

N4. ~·h.: eh. 
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C II :\ P · wn:ch manv zealous churchmen reg::rd as the m oft 
xx ... n. J f 1 h ____ , ___ criminal f: crilege. ,.-"'he monks were ormer y muc at 

1 (3~· their c:1fe in England, and enjoyed rev~n··es, which cx

c _cdcd the regular and Hated expcnce of the houfe. "\V 

read of ~h abbcv ofChertfcy ir. Sui.TCY, wh'ch poffi•ffed 
744- p~ ·nds a y-ear, tho-:1gh it conta(n::. only fourteen 

monk ... : That of Furnefe, in the county or Linco1n, \Vas 

valu d a 960 poun l a year, ancl on!.:1incd bnt thirty 
mon~s r. In order to oiffipate their revenue~, and fup

port popuL1ity, th~ m n1.i~erics liv din a very .. ofpitable 

malmer; 8.nd befid2s the poor, maintained from their cf

fa1 ·, ther-: \Vt'tc many decayed gentlemen, Who paffed 
their lives in t;·avelling from convent to convent, and 

were "'nti dy fubfi:f!:ed at he tables of the triars. By this 
l:ofp:tality, as much as by th~ir own ' .inacli\'ity, did the 
con·:cnts prove nurfe:.-ics of idlc.m.:fs; but 't\e king, not to 

t,i •e v.fFe .ce by too fudden an innovation, bound the new 
proprietors of abbey lands, to fupport t.1c ancient hofpi

tality. Bt!t thi:; engagement vas fulfilled in very few 
places, and for a very fhort time. 

IT is eaiy to imagine the indignation, with which the 
intelligence of all theic acts of violence was received at 

Rsme; and how much the ecclc!lailics of that court, .who 

h..1d fo lon:s: kept the world in fubjetl:ion by hiah founding 

cp!thets, and by holy execrations, would now vent their 
rh:::to•·ic againfi: th~ ch::uach.r and ccnduct of Henry. The 

pope \vas at laft incit d to publifh the bull, which had 

been pafi~:d againft that monarch ; and in a public man

ner he deE,·ered over llis foul to the devil, and his domi
nions to the firft invader. L'bds v.rere difperfed, in 

whic: he was anew con:.p;.m:d to the mofl: furious pcrfe

cutors in antiquity; and the preference W"S now given 
to their fide: He had declared .r2.r with the dead, whom 

the pagans thcmfdves refpecred; was at open hofiility 

r Burnet, vol. i. P• z 3 i, 

with 
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with heaven ; and had eng:tged in profdfed enmity with c H A P. 
. XXXI. 

the whole hoft of famts and angels. Above all, he was ~ 
often reproached with his refemblance to the emperor 1538. 

Julian, whom, it was faid, he imitated in his apoftacy 
and learning, though he fell fhort of him in morals. 
Henry could difi:inguifh in fome of thefe libels the fl:ile 
and animofity of his kinfman, Pole ; and he was thence 
incited to vent his rage, by every poffible expedient, on 
that famous cardinal. 

REGIN. LD DE LA PoLE, or Rcginald Pole, was de-C rdinal 

fcendcd from the royal family, being fourth fon of the olc. 

countefs of Salilbury, daughter of the duke of Clarence. 
He gave in early youth indications of that fine ge-
nius, and generous difpofition, by which, during hi£ 
w} ole life, he was fo much di1 inguifued; and Henry, 
having conceived 2"rcat fricndfhip for him, propofcJ to 
raifc him to the highefl: ccclefiafi:ical dignities; and, as a 

pledge of future favours, he conferred on him the deanry 
of Exeter s, the better to fupport him in his education. 
Pole was carrying on his ftudies in Paris, at the time 
when the king ~licited the fuffrages of that univerfity in 
f:.:.vour of his divorce; but though applied to by the Eng-
liih agent, he declined taking any part in that afFair: 
Henry bore this neglect \vith more temper than was natu
ral to him ; and he appeared unwilling, on that account, 
to renounce all fricndlhip with a pcrfon, whofe virtues 
and talents, he hoped, would prove ufeful, as well a~ 
ornamental, to his court :mrl kingdom. He aiJowcd him 
ftill to poffcis his deanry, and gave him permiffion to fi-
11ifh his fiudies at Padua: He cvt:n pa:d him fomc court, 
in order to bring him into his meafures; and wrote to 
h~m, while in that univedity, defiring him to give his 
opinion freely, with regard to the late n.cafurcs taken in 
England~ for aboliihing the papal authority. Pole had 

• Goodwin'~ Ar:nah. 

now 
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c H A P. now contracted an intimate friendfhip with all perfons 
~I. eminent for dignity or merit in Italy, Sadolet, Bembo, and 

\ 1 538• other revivers of true tafl:e and learning; and he was 
moved by thefc conneCtions, as well as by religious zeal, 
to forget, in fome refpeet, the duty which he owed to 
Henry, his benefactor, and his fovereign. He replied, 
by writing a treatife of the unity of the church, in which 
he inveighed againfr the king's fupremacy, his divorce, 
his fecond marriage; and he even exhorted the emperor 
to revenge on him the injury done to the imperial family, 
and to the catholic caufe. Henry, though provoked be
yond mcafure at this outrage, dilfembled his refentment; 

and he fent a meffagc to Pole, defiring him to return to 
England, in order to explain certain paffages in his book, 
which he found fomewhat obfcure and difficult. Pole 
was on his guard againfl: this infidious invitation; and was 
determined to remain in Italy, wh.ere he w~s univerfally 
beloved. 

THE pope ~.nd emperor thought thcmfeh'es obliged to 
provide for a man of Pole's eminence and dignity, who, 
in fupport of their caufe, had facrificed all his pretenfions 
to fortune in his own country. He wr.s created a cardi
nal ; and though he took not higher orders than thofe of 
a deacon, he_ was fcnt legate into Flanders about the year 
1536 r. Henry was fenfible, that Pole's chief intention 
in chufing that employment, was to foment the mutinous 
difpofition of the Englifh catholics ; and he therefore re
monfhated in fo vigorous a manner with the queen of 

Hungary, regent of the Low Countries, that ihe difmified. 
~he legate, without allowing him to exercife his funCtions. 
The enmity, \\ hich he bore to Pole, was now as open, 
as it was vioJ.·~.~t; and the cardinal; on his part, kept no 
farther meafures in his intrigues again:fl: Henry. He is 
even fufpeetcd of having afpircd to the crown b~, n;.cans 

... • ' 1 
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of a marriag:e with the la y Mary; and the king was C H A P. 
o 1 d b . r . h" h h XXXI. every day more a ar·ne y 11111 rmatwns, w IC e re-~ 

ccived, of the correfpondcnce maintained i England by 1538. 

that fugitive. Courtncy, marquis of Exct , ha entered 
into a confpiracy with him; Sir Ec.warc1 !~evil, brother 
to the lord Aber;_;avcnny, Sir Nichol::s Carcw, mafl:er of , 
horfe, an , knig, 1t of the garter; Henry de la Pole, lord 
Montacutc, and Sir GcofFrey de la Pole, hrothc1 s to the 
cardinal. Thefe perfons were indicted, and tried, and 
con itl:ed, before lord Audley, who prefid~d in the trial, 
as }- igh frewar . They we-re all executed, except Sir 

GeofFrey de la Pole, who was pardoned ; and he owed 
this grace to his having fidl: carric to the kin6 ft:crct in
telligence of the confpiracy. \V c l:nowlittle concerning 
the juH:ice or iniquity of the fentence pronounced again:fl: 
thefe men: \Ne only know, that the condemnation of a 
man, who was, at that time, profecuted by the court, 
forms no prefumption of his guilt; though, as no hifro-
rian of credit mentions) in the prefent cafe, any com-
plaint occafioned by thefe trials, we may prefume, that 
fufficient evidence was produced againil: the marquis of 
Exeter, and his aflociatcs n. 

u Herbert in K~nr.et, p. z 16. 
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CHAP. XXXII. 

Difputatiorz ·with Lmnbert--A Parliament

Lrzw of the fix articles- Proclamations made 

equal to laivs--Settleme~t of the fuccejjion-

:King's proje~'ts of marriage-He marries Anne 

of C!erzHs--He dijlikes her- A Parliament 

--Fall of Cromwel--His execution--King's 

divorce from Anne of Cleves --llis marriage 

with Catherine Howard -- State of affairs ifz 

Scotland --Difcovery of the ftueen's dif!olute life 

--fi Parliament--Ecclejiaflical affairs. 

cxr;:.:,t· HE rough hand of Henry feemed well adapted for 
....__r--.J rending afunder thofe oands, by which the an-

153:)· cicnt fupcrfl:ition had fafi:ened itfelf on the kingdom; 

and though, after renouncing the pope's fupremacy and 
fupprcffing monafi:eries, mofi: of the political ends of a 
reformation were already attained, few people expected, 

that he would ftop at thofe innovations. T'he fpirit of 

oppofition, it was thought, would carry him to the ut

moft extremity aga"nfi: the church of Ron~e; and lead him 

to declare war ag::tinfl: the whole doCl:rine and worfhip, 

aS well as ifc"pline, of that mighty hierarchy. He had 

forme1ly appealed from the pope to a general council ; 

but now, when a general council was fummoned to 

meet at ::VIa •. tua, he prev ioufly renounced all fubmiffion 

to it, aJ fummoned by the pope, and lying entirely 

m d r fubjcEtio:-1 to that fpiritu~l ufurper. He engaged 

his clergy to ma'ce a declaration to the like purpofe; and 

he h:1d prcfcribcJ to them m:my other deviations from 

anc:ent t nets and practices. Cranmer took advanta::e 
of 
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f every opportunity to carry him on in this courfe; and c x~. IL • 

while queen Jane lived, who favoured the reformers, he~ 
had, by means of her infinuation and addrefs, b~en fuc- 1 5S • 

cefsful in his endeavours. After her death, Gardiner, 
who was returned from his embaffy to France, kept the 
king more in fufpence; and by feigning an unlimited 
fubmiffion to his will, was frequently able to guide 
him to his own purpofes. Fox, bifhop of Hereford, had 
fupported Cranmer in his fchemes for a more thorough 
reformation ; but his death had made way for the promo-
tion ofBonner, who, though he had hitherto feemed a 
furious enemy to the court of Rome, was determined to 
facrifi.ce every thing to prefent intcreft, and had joined 

the confederacy of Gardiner and the partizans of the 
old religion. Gardiner himfelf, it was believed, had 
fecretly entered into meafures with the pope, and even 
with the emperor; and in concert with thcfc powers, 
he endeavoured to preferve, as much as poffible, the an-
cient faith and worfhip. 

HENRY was fo much governed by paffion, that no
thing could have retarded his animofity and oppofition 
againfi: Rome, but fome other paffion, which ftopped his 
career, and raifed him new objcB:s of animofity. Though. 
he had gradually, fince he came to years of maturity 
been changing the tenets of that theological fyftem, ir 
which he had been educated, he was no lefs pofttive anti 
dogmatical in the few articles which remained to him, 
than if the whole fabric had continued entire and un

fuaken : And though he flood al01.e in his opinion, the 
Battery of courtiers had fo e .fh .ed his tyr:mn ·ea! ar
rogance, that he thought him{( If entitled to regulate, 
by his own particular fi:andard, the religious faith of the 
whole nation. The point, on which he chiefly refl:ed 
his orthodoxy, happened to be the re<!l prcfcnce ; that 
very doctrine, in which, amon he numberlcfs viCtories 
of fupedl:ition over common fenfe, her tri mpJ. the 

mc.fr 
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C H A P, mofr fio-nal and egregious. All departure from this prin. 

~ ciple h: held to be heretical and detefrable ; and nothing, 

l538. he thought, would be more honourable for him, than, 
while he broke off all connexions with the Roman pon. 
tiff, to maintain, in this effential article, the purity of 

the catholic faith. 
D~fputation THERE was one Lambert w, a fchool-mafrer in Lon-
Wlth Lam- · 
llert, don, who had been quefrioncd and confined for unfound 

opinions by archbifnop Warham; but, upon the death 
of that prelate, and the change of counfels at court, 

he had been releafed. Not terrified with the danger 

which he had incurred, he fEll conti1;1ued to promulgate 

his tenets; and having heard Dr. Taylor, afterwards 

biiliop of Lincoln, defend in a fermon the corpo:al pre

fence, he could not forbear expreffing to Taylor his 

diffent from that doB:rinc; and he drew up his objeti:ions 
under ten feveral heads. Taylor communicated the 
paper to Dr. Barncs, who happened to be a Lutheran, 
and who maintained, that, tl ugh the fubfrance of bread 
and wine remained in the facrament, yet the real body 

and blood of Chrifr were there alfo, and were, in a cer
tain myfierious manner, incorporated with the material 
elements. By the prefent laws and praccice, Barnes was 
no lefs expofed to the fl:atce than Lambert; yet fuch was 

the perfecuting rage which p:·evailed, that he was deter
mined to bring this man to condign punifhmcnt; hecaufe, 
jn their common departure from the ancient faith, he 

had dared to go one fiep farther than himfelf. He en

gaged Taylor to accufe Lambert before Cranmcr and 

Latimer, who, whatever their private opinion might be 
on thefe points, were oblio-ed to c nform themfelves to 
the fiandard of orthodo_.y;- eil:abl i111ed b7 Henry. \t\Thcn 
Lambert was cited before theic prelates, they "ndcavourcJ 

to bend him to a recantation ; and they v.-ere furp iled, 

,.- Fox, vol, ii, p. 39G. 
when, 
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hen, infread of complying, he ventured to appeal 
the king. 

to CHAP. 
XXXII. 

\..--v---.J 
THE king, not difpleafed with an opportunity, where 1538. 

he could at once exert his fupremacy, ami difplay his 
learning, accepted the appeal ; and was determined to 
mix, in a very unfair manner, the magifl:ratc with the 
difputant. Public notice was given, that he intended to 
enter the lifl:s with this fchoolmafl:er: Scaffolds were 
erected in W efl:minfrer-hall, for the accommodation of 
the audience : Henry appeared on his throne, accompa-
nied with all the enfigns of majefl:y : The prelates were 
placed on his right hand: The temporal peers on his 
left. The judges and mofl: eminent lawyers ad a place 
affigned them behind the biihops : The courticrs of great-
eft difrinB:ion behind the peers : And in the midfl: of this 
fplemlid affembly was produced the unhappy Lambert, 
who was required to defend his opinions againfl: his royal 
antagonift "· 

THE bifhop of Chichefl:er opened the conference, by 
£'lying, that Lambert, being charged w·ith heretical 
pravity, had appealed from his bifhop to the king; as if 
he expect.. .. d more favour from this applicati<m, and as if 
the king could e·;er be induced to protect a heretic: 
'I'hat though his majefry had thrown off the ufurpationa 
of the fee of Rome ; had difincorporated fome id e 
monks, who lived like drones in a ce-hivc · ha<.l abo
li{hed the ido!atro~1s worlhip of images; had pub]ifued 
the bible in Engliili, for ··he inftruction of ail hin fub
jects; and had mad_ fome leffer alterations, which every 
one mufl: approve of; yet v;ras he determined to majntain 
the purity of the catholic faith, and to puuifn with the 
utmofi: fcverity all departure from it : And th..,t he had 
taken the prcfi nt opportunity, bef re [o learned and 

rave .an auditory, of convincing Lambcr of his error:;; 

x Fo:t1 vol. ii, p. 4~6. 
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c H A P. but if :1e frill continued obfrinate in them, he mufr ex-
XXXII. n.. h n_ d' •JL ~ pel:..E t ~c mon: con tgn punnument Y • 

. J5J3. AFTER this preamble, which was not very encourag-

ing, the king afked Lambert, with a frern countenance, 
what his opinion was of Chrifr's corporal prefcnce in the 

facrament of the altar ; and when Lambert began hi~ 

reply · with fome compliment to his majefry, he rejected 
the praife with difdain and indignation. He afterwards 

preffed Lambert with arguments, drawn from Scripture 

and the fchoolme'n : The audience applauded the force 

of his reafoning, and the extent of his erudition : Cran

mer feconded his proofs by fome new topics : Gardiner 
enterec: the lifts as a fupport to Cranrner: Tonfi:al took 
up the argument after Gardine1: Stokcf1ey brought frefh 

aid to Tonfl:al: Six biiliops more appeared fucceffively in 

the field after Stokefley. And the difputation, if it dc

ferve the name, was prolonged for five hours ; till Lam

bert, fatigued, confounded, brow-beaten, and abafhcd, 
was at lafl: reduced to filence. The king~ then returning 

to the charge, aiked him whether he were convinced? 

and he propofcd as a concluding argument, t~1is intcrcfl:

ing quefrion, Whether he were refolvcd to live or to did 

Lamb::rt, who polfeffed that courage which confifl:s in 

obfi:in1cy, replied, That he cafr himfclf wholly on his 
majefiy's clemency: The king told him, 'rhat he would 
be no proteCtor of heretics ; and ther fore, if that were 
his fit~al anfwcr, he mu:fl: expctt to be committed to the 

flame~. Cromwel, as vicegerent, pronounced the fen
tcnce againfr him z. 

LAM:BER T, whofe var!.ity had probably incited him 
the more to perfcv-cre oa account of the gr~atncfs of this 

public appearance, vvas not daunted by the terrors of 
that puniilimenr, to which he wa~ condemned. His ex· 
ecutioners took care to make the fufrcrin()'s of a man who 

..::> 

Y Gwdwin's Annals, ~ See note [K J :.t th~ end of the volume. 

had 
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had perfonaily opp<fed the king, as cruel as pofiblc : he c H A P. 

was burned at a flow fire; his legs and thighs vere con-~ 
fumed to the frumps ; and when there appeare<.; no end 1 53S. 

of his torments, fome of the gu:uds, more merciful than 
the refi, lifted him on their halberts, and threw him into 
the flames, where he was confumed. \Vhile they were 
employed in this friendly office, he cried alou,f feveral 
times, None but Chrifl, none but Cbrifl; and there words 

ere in his mouth when he expired a. 

SoME few days before this execution, four Dttch ana
baptifrs, three men and a woman, had faggot3 tied to 
their backs at Paul's Crofs; and were burned in that 
manner. And a man and a woman of the fame feet and 
country were burned in Smithfield b, 

IT was the unhappy fituation of the Englifh, during 
1539

• 

that age, that, when they laboured under any grievance, 
they had not the fatisfaCl:ion of expeCting rcdrefs from 
parliament: On the contrary, they had reafon to dread 
each meeting of that affembly, and were then fure of 
having tyranny converted into law, and ag~ravated, 
perhaps, with fome circumfrance, which the arbitrary 
prince and his minifiers had not hitherto dcvifed, or did 
not think proper, of themfelvcs, to carry into execution. 
This abject fervility never appeared more confpicucufly than A patJia. 

in a new parliament, which the king now affembled, and :s~~tApril. 
which, if he had been fo plcafed, might have bee1 the Iaft 
that ever fat in England. But he found them too ufeful 
infhuments of dominion, ever to entertain thO!Ights of 
giving them a total exclufion. 

THE chancellor opened the parliament by irtforming 
the houfe of lords, that it was his majefl:y's earneD: de·· 
fire to extirpate from his kingdom all diverfity of opinion 
i-n matters of religion ; and as this undertaking was, he 

a Fox's afrs and monuments, P• 41-7. 

0 
Bur net. b Stltwr, p. 556. 

owned, 
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c H A P. owned, difficult and important,. he defired them to chu c 
XXXII. . h r. J ho . h d ~ a committee from among t em1e ves, w m1g t raw 

•539'· certain articles, and communicate them afterwards to the 

parliament. The lords named the vicar-general, Crom

wel, now created a peer,. the archbHhops of Canterbury 

and York, the bifhops of Durham, Carlifle,. \Vorceftcr,. 

Bath and Wells, Bangor, and Ely. The houfe might 
have feen what a hopeful tafk they had undertaken : 

This fmall committee itfelf was agitated with fuch diver

fity of opinion, that it could come to no conclufion. 

The duke of Norfolk then moved in the houfe, that,. 

:fince there were no hopes- of having a report from the 
committee,. the articles of faith, propofed to be efrablifh

ed, ihould be reduced to fix ; and a new committee be 
appointed to draw an aa with. regard to them. As this 

peer was underftood to fpeak the fenfe of the king, his 

motion was immediately complied with; and, after a 

:fhort prorogation, the bill of the fix articles, or the bloody 

bill, as the proteftants juftly termed it, was introduced,. 

and having paffed the two· houfes, received the royal 

affent. 
",:v.v of the IN this law, the doctrine of the real prefence was efi:a--
1. · <~Jticles. bliihed, the communion in one kind, the perpetual obli

gation of vows of chafl:ity, the utility of private maffes,. 

.the celibacy of the clergy, and the neceffity of auricular 

confcffion. The denial of the firft ~rticle, with regard 

to the real prcfencc,. fubjected the perfon to death by fire,. 

and to the fame forfeiture as in cafes of treafon ; and 
admitted not the privilege of abjuring: An unheard-of. 

f-everity, and unknown to the inquifition itfclf. The 

denial of any of the other five articles, even though re-' 

c:mted, vvas puniihable by the forfeiture of goods and 

chattels, and imprifonment during the kino-'s pleafure: 
A h0." dh b .nn Ovhlnate a 1 erence to error, or a relapfe, was ad-

judged to be felony, and puniihable with death. The 

n.arriage of priefrs was fu.hjected to the fame puniih-
2. ment. 
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ment. Their commerce with women was, on the fidl: C H A p. 
tr r r · d · ·fc XXXII. 01rence, JOrteiture an 1mpn onment; on the fecond, "--v--J 

death. The abfraining from confeffion, and from re.. JS39• 

ceiving the eucharift at the accufromed times, fubjeCted 
the perfon to fine, and to imprifonment during the king's 
pleafure ; and if the criminal perfevered after conviCtion, 
he was punilhable by death and forfeiture, as in cafes of 
felony c. Commiffioners were to be appointed by the 
king, for enquiring into thefe herefies and irregular 
practices ; and the criminals were to be tried by a jury .. 

THE king, in framing this law, laid his oppreffive 
hand on both parties ; and even the catholics had reafon 
to complain, that the friars and nuns, though difmiffed 
their convent, lhould be capricioufly refrrained to the 
practice of celibacy d : But as the protefrants were chiefly 
expofed to the feverity of the ftatute, the mifery of ad .. 
verfaries, according to the ufual maxims of party, was re .. 
garded by the adherents to the ancient religion, as theit 
9wn profperity and triumph. Cranmer had the courage 
to oppofe this bill in the houfe ; and though the king 
defired him to abfent himfelf, he could not be prevailed 
on to give this proof of compliance e. Henry was ac
cufromed to Cranmer~s freedom and fincerity; and being 
convinced of the general rectitude of his intentions., gave 
him an unufual indulgence iq that particulat, and never 
allowed even a whifper againfr him. That prelate, how
ever~ was now obliged, in obedience to the fratute, to 
difmifs his wife, the niece of Ofiander, a famous divine 
of N uremburg f; and Henry, fatisfied with this proof 
of fubmiffion, lhowed him his former countenance and 
favour. Latimer and Shaxton threw up their bilhoprics, 
on account of this law, and were committed to prifon. 

c 31 Hen. VIII. c. 14. Herbert in K.ennet, p. 219. d See note 
[L] at the end of the volume. e Burnet, vol. i. p, S491 '1.70• Fox, 
To! . i i. P• 103 7· f Herbert in Kennet, P• :&19• 

Oz 
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C H A P. THE parliament having thus refigned all their ecde-
xxxn. r. ' · r. d f h · ~ nafl:ical liberties, proceeded to an entire turren er o t 1eu: 

1 539• civil; and without fcruple or deliberation they made by 
Prodama· 
ti ··ns made one aB: a total fubverfion of the Englifh confl:itution. 
f'quai to 'l'hey gave to the king's proclamation the fame force as 
la.ws. 

to a ib.tute enaB:ed by parliament; and to render the 
matter worfe, if poffible, they framed this law, as if it 
were only declaratory, and were intended to explain the 

natural extent of regal authority. The preamble con~ 

tains, that the king had formerly fet forth feveral pro
clamations, which froward perfons had wilfully contemn

ed, not confidering what a king by his royal power may 

do; that this licence might encourage ofl-enders not only 

to difobey the laws of Almighty God, but alfo to dif

honour the king's mofr royal majcfi:y, who may full ill 

hear it ; that fudden emergencies often occur, which re

quire fpccdy remedies, and cannot await the flow af

fembling and deliberations of parliament ; and that, 
though the king was empowered, by his authority, de

rived from God, to confult the public good on thefe oc

c:J.fions, yet the oppofition of refra.Ctory fubjeB:s might 
pu!h him to extremity and violence: For thefe reafons, 

the parliament,. that they might remove all oecafion of 
doubt, afcertained by a fratute this prerogative of the 

crown, and enabled his majefry, with the advice of his 
council, to fet forth proclamations, enjoining obedience 
u 1dcr wh2.tevcr pains and penalties he £hall think proper: 

And thefe proclamations were to have the force of per
pc tual laws ~;. 

\VIIAT proves either a fiupid or a wilful blindnefs in 
t 1e parliament is, that they pretended, even after this 
n"tute, to maintain fome limitations in the government; 

an·d they enacted, that no proclamation iliould deprive 
• ny perfon of his lawful pofieffions, liberties, inherit-

: 3.1 Hen. VIII. c, i, 
ances7 
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anccs, privileges, franchifcs; nor yet infringe any com- c H A P. 

1 1 d bl fl_ f l I T . 'd XXXII. mon aw or au a c cuuom o t 1e rea m. hey dt ~ 
not confider, that no penalty could be infl icted en the 1539• 

difobeying of proclamations, without im'.:J. ing fome li-
berty or property of the fubjccr; and that the pow.;. r of 
enacting new laws, joined to the difpcnfing power, then 
cxercifcd by the crown, amounted to a full lcgifl ~tivc 

authority. It is true, the kings of Engl:mcl hacl always 
been accufl:omecl, from their own authority, to iffue pro
clamations, and to exaa obedience to them; and this 
prerogative was, no doubt, a fl:rong fymptom of abfo-
lute government: But fl:ill there was a difference be-
tween a povrer, which was exercifed on a particular 
emergence, and which mufl: be j ufiified by the prefent 
expedience or neceffity; and an authority conferred by a 
pofitive fiatute, which could no 1onger admit of controul 
or limitation. 

CouLD any act be more oppofite to the fpirit of liberty 
than this law, it would have been another of the fame 
parliament. They pafft:d an act of attainder, not only 
againfl: the marquis of E xeter, the lords Montacute, 
Darcy, Huffey, and others, who had been legally tried 
and condemned ; but alfo againfi: fome perfons, of the 
highefi quality, who had never been accufed, or exa
mined, or conviCted. The violent hatred, which Henry 
bore to cardinal Pole, had extended itfclf to all his friends 
and relations; and his mother in particular, the countcfs 
of Saliibury, had, on that account, become extremely 
obnoxious to him. She was alfo accufed of having em
ployed her authority with her tenants, to hinder them 
from reading the new tranflation of the bible ; of having 
procured bulls from Rome, which, it is faiJ, were found 
at Coudray, her country feat; and of having kept a 
correij)olldence with her fon, the cardinal : But Henry 
difcovcrcd, either that thefe offences could not be proved, 

0 3 or 
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c H A P. or that they would not by law be fubjeCted to fuch fevere 
XXXII. puni!hment as he defired to infliCt: upon her. He refolv-
~ ed, therefore, to proceed in a more fummary and more 

tyrannical manner; and for that purpofe, he fent Crom
wel, who was but too obfequious to his will, to art\: 

the judges, whether the parliament could attaint a per
fon, who was forth-coming, without giving him any 
trial, or citing him to appear before them h ? The judges 
replied, that it was a dangerous quefiion, and that the 
high court of parliament ought to give the example to in
ferior courts, of proceeding according to ju!lice: No in
ferior court could act in that arbitrary manner, and they 
thought that the parliament never would. ~Being prdTed 
to give a more explicit anfwer, they replied, that, if a 
perfon were attainted in that manner, the att::tinder could 
never afterwards be brought in quefiion, but muil remain 
good in law. Henry learned by this decifion, that fuch 
a method of proceeding, though direCt:! y contrary to all 
the principles of equity, was yet praCticable; and thi 
being all he was anxious to know, he refolved to employ 
it againfi the countefs of Salifuury. Cromwel fhowed to 
the houfe of peers a banner, on which were embroider
ed the five wounds of Chrift, the fymbol, chofen by the 
northern rebels; and this banner, he affirmed, was found 
jn the countefs's houfe i, No other proof feems to have 
been produced, in order to afcertain her guilt: The 
parliament, without farther enquiry, paffed a bill of 
attainder againfr her; and they inYolved in the fame bill, 
without any better proof, as far as appears, Gertrude 
marchionefs of Exeter, Sir Adrian F ortefcue, and Sir 
Thomas Dingley. Thefe two gentlemen were executed: 
The marchionefs was pardoned, and f~rvived the king i 
the countefs received a reprieve. 

i Rymer, vol. xiv, p. 65z. 
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THE only beneficial aa, pa£red this feffion, was that c H A f'. 

by which the parliament confirmed the furrender of the~ 
monafteries; and yet even this aB: contains much falfe- 1 Sl9· 

hood, much tyranny, and were it not that all private 

rights mufi fubmit to public interefr, much injufrice 

and iniquity. The fcheme of engaging the abbots to 

furrender their monafrcries had been conduCl:ed, as may 

eafily be imagined, with many invidious circumfrances : 

Arts of all kinds had been employed ; every motive, 
that could work on the ft;ailty of human nature, had 

been fet before them; and it was with great difficulty 

that theie dignified conventuals were brought to make 
a conccffion, which mofr of them regarded as deih~tl:ive 
of their interefrs, as well as facrilegious and criminal in 

itfelf k. Three abbots had lhown more confrancy than 
he reil:, the abbots of Colchefi:er, Reading, and Glafren

bury; and in order to punilh them for their oppofition, 
and make them an example to others, means had been 
found to convict them of treafon ; they had peri.lhed by 
the hands of the executioner, and the revenue of the 

convents had been forfeited 1• Bcficles, though none of 
thefe violences had taken place, the king knew, that a 
furrender made by men, who were only tenants for l.i.fe, 
would not bear examination; and he was therefore re
folved to make all fure by his ufual expedient, an aCt of 
parliament. In the preamble to this act, the parliament 

:1fferts, that all the furrenders, made by the abbots, had 
been, " without confiraint, of their own accord, and 
" according to due courfe of common law." ~ And in 
confequence, the two houfes confirm the furrcnders, 
and fecure the property of the abbey lands to the king 

and his fucceffors for ever m. It is remarkable, that 

all the mitred abbots fiill fat in the houfe of peers ; 

k Collier, vol, ii, P• tsS.&feq, l 31,.Hen. VIII, c, 10, m 31 Hen. 
VUI. c, 13. 

0 4 and 
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c H A P. and that none of them made any protefr againfl: this 
XXXII. . . . 
~ InJUriOUS fiatute. 

1
539• IN this feffion, the rank of all the great officers of ftate 

J-lrnr~ 's 
prnjeOs of 
J!llrriage. 

was fixed : Cromwel, as vicegerent, had the precedency 
affigned him above all of them. It was thought fingu
lar, that a blackfmith's fon, for he was no other, !hould 
have place next the royal family; and that a man,· pof
feffed of no manner of literature, fhould be fet at the 
head of the eh urch. 

As foon as the aB: of the fix articles had paffed, the 
catholics were extremely vigilant in informing againft 
offenders ; and no lefs than five hundred perfons were in 
a little t:mc thrown int prifon. But Cromwel, whu 
had not had intereft to prevent that act, was able, for 
the prefent, to elurle its execution. Seconded by the 
duke of SufFolk, and chancellor Audlcy, as well as by 
Cranmcr, he rcmonfirated againfi: the cruelty of puniili
jng fo many delinquents ; and he obtained permiffion 
to fet them at liberty. The uncertainty of the king's 
humour g<we each party an opportunity of triumphing 
in its turn. No fooner had Henry paired this law, 
which fee."l1ed to infliB: fo deep a wound on the refor
mers, than te granted a general permiffion, for every 
one to have the ne\v tranflation of the bible in his fami
ly: A conceffion regarded by that party, as an important 
Yictory. 

BuT as Henry was obferved to be much governed by 
his wives, while he retained his fondnefs for them, the 
final prevalence of either party, feemed much to depend 
on the choice of the future queen. Immediately after 
the death of Jane Seymour, the mofi: beloved of all his 
wives, he began to think of a new marriage, He fi.dl 
caft his eye towards the dutchefs-dowager of Milan, 
niece , to the emperor; and . he made propofals for that 
aitiaw·c. But mcet~ng with difficulties, he was carried, 

by 
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by his friendfhip for Francis, rather to think of a French c H A P. 
XXXII. 

princcfs. He demanded the dutchefs-dowager of Lon-~ 
gueville, daughter of the duke of Guife, a prince of the 1 539• 

houfe of Lornine; but Francis told him, that the lady 
was already betrothed to the king of Scotland. The 
king, however, would not take a refufal: He had fet 
his heart extremely on the match: The information, 
which he had received, of the dutchefs's accomplifhments 
and beauty, had prepoffeffed him in her favour; and hav-
ing privately fent over Meautys to examine her perfon, 
and get certain intelligence of her condutl:, the accounts, 
·which that agent brought him, ferved farther to inflame 
his defires. He learned, that lhe was big made ; and he 
thought her, on that account, the more proper match for 
him, who was now become fomewhat corpulent. The 
pleafure too of mortifying his nephew, whom he did not 
love, was a farther incitement to .his profecution of this 
match; and he infified, that Francis lhould give him the 
preference to the king of Scots. But Francis, though 
fenfible that the alliance of England was of much greater 
importance to his interefis, would not aftront his friend 
and ally; and to prevent farther felicitations, he imme-
diately fent the princefs to Scotland. Not to fhock, how-

ever, Henry's humour, Francis made him an offer of 

1\.1ary of Bourbon, daughter of the duke of V endome ; 
but as the king was informed, that James had formerly 
rejeCl:ed this princefs, he would not hear any farther of 

fuch a propo!], The French monarch then offered him 
the choice of the two youn~er fifl:ers of the queen of 
Scots ; and he affured him, that they were nowife inferior 
either in merit or fize to their elder fifier, and that one of 

them was even fuperior in beauty. The king was as 
fcrupulous with rega;-d to the perfon of his wives, as if 

his heart had been really fuiceptible of a delicate paffion; 

anrl he was unwilling to trufi any relations, or even pic-
tures, 
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c H A P. tures, with regard to this important particular. He pro-
xx. ·n. F . h n.. Id h r \....--v--J pofed to ranc1s, that t ey mou ave a conJerence at 

lj3 9· Calais on pretence of bufinefs ; and that this monarch 
.fliould bring along with him the two prir.J::eff'es of Guife, 
together with the fin eft ladies of quality in France, that 
he might make a choice among them. But the gallante 
fpirit of Francis was £hocked with the propofal ; and he 
was impreffed with too much regard) he faid, for the fair 
fex, to carry ladies of the firft quality, like geldings, to 
a market, there to be chofen or rejected by the humour of 
the purchafer n, Henry would hearken to none of thefc 
niceties, but frill infifted on his propofal ; which, how
ever, notwithfranding Francis's earncft defire of obliging 
him, was finally rejected. 

THE king then began to turn his thoughts towards a 
German alliance ; and as the princes of the Smalcaldic 
league were extremely difgufted with the emperor on ac
count of his perfecuting their religion, he hoped, by 
matching himfelf into one of their families, to renew a 
connexion, which he regarded as fo advantageous to him. 
Cromwel joyfully feconded this intention; and propofed 
to him Anne of Cleves, whofe father, the duke of that 
n::lme, had great intereft among tlie Lutheran princes, 
and whofe fifter, Sibylla, was married to the elector of 
Saxohy, the head of the protefi:ant league. A flattering 
picture of the princefs by Hans Holben determined Henry 
to apply to her father; and after fome negociation, the 
marriage, notwithftanding the oppofition of the eleCtor of 

He marries Saxony, was at laft concluded ; and Anne was fent over 
-A.nne of to England. The king, impatient to be fatisfied with Cleve1, 

regard to the perfon of his bride, came privately to Rochef-
ter, and got a fight of her. He found her big, indeed, 
and tall, as he could wifh ; but utterly devoid both of 
beauty and grace; very unlike the pictures and reprefen-

a Le Grand, vol. iii. p. 638. 
tations, 
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tations, which he had received : H fwore ihe was a bo-rcAt C H A 1". 
XXXII. 

Fbndcrs-m2re; and declared, that he never could pof- ""'' 
fibly bear her any affection. The matter was worfc, 15~9. 

when he found, that fhe could fpeak no language but 

Dutch, of which he was entirely ignorant; and that the 

charms of her converfation were not likely to compenfate 

for the homelinefs of her perfon. He returned to Green- Diilikesmr. 

wich very melancholy; and he much lamented liis hard 

fate to Cromwel, as well as to Lo1d Rnifel, Sir Anthony 

Brown, and Sir Anthony Denny. This !aft gentleman, 

in order to give him comfort, told him; that his misfor-

tune was common to him with all kings, wno could not, 

like private perfons, chufe for themfelves; but ~ufl: re .. 
ceivc their wives from the judgment and fancy of others. 

IT was the fubjetl: of debate among the king's coun

fcllors, whether the marriage could not yet be diffolved; 
and the princefs be fent back to her own country. Hen

ry's fituation fecmed at that time very ·critical. After the 

ten years' truce, concluded between the emperor and the 

king of France, a good underfl:anding was thought to 
have taken place between thefe rival monarchs; and fuch 

marks of union appeared, as gave great jca1oufy to the

court of England. The emperor, who knew the gene

rous nature of Francis, even put a confidence in him, 

which is rare, to that degree, among great princes. An 
infurrecrion had been raifed in the Low Countries by the 
inh:1bitants of Ghent, and feemed to threaten the mofr 

d~ngerous confequenccs. Charles, who rdidcd at that 

time in Spain, refolved to go in perfon to Flanders, in 

order to appeafe thofe diforders; but he found great dif
culties in chufing the manner of his paffing thither. 'rnc 
road by Italy and Germany was. tedious; The voyage 

through the Channel dangerous, by reafon of the Engliih 

naval power: He afked Francis's permiffion to pais thro' 

his dominions ; and he entrufted himfclf into the hands 
of 
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c H A P. of a rival, whom he had fo mortally offended. The 
XXXII. h . d h" p . . h \.--v--...1 French monarc receive rm at ans, wrt great mag-

IS39· nificence and courtefy; and though prompted both by 
revenge and intereft, as well as by the advice of his 
miftrefs and favourites, to make advantage of the prefent 
opportunity, he conduCl:ed the emperor fafely out of his 
dominions; and would not fo much as fpeak to him of 
bufrnefs during his abode in France, left his demands 
fhould bear the air of violence upon his royal gueft. 

1'540· 
f January. 

HENRY, who was informed of all thefe particulars, 
beliPved that an entire and cordial union had taken place 
between thefe princes ; and that their religious zeal might 
prompt them to fall with combined arms upon England 0 , 

An alliance with the German princes feemed now, more 
than ever, requifite fur his intereft and fafety; and he 
knew1 that, if he fent back the princefs of Cleves, fuch 
an affront would be highly refented by her friends and 
family. He was therefore refolved, notwithftanding his 
averfion to her, to complete the marriage; and he told 
Cromwel, that, fince matters had gone fo far, he mufl: 
put his neck into the yoke. Cromwel, who knew how 
much his own interefts were concerned in this affair, 
was very anxious to learn from the king, next morning 
after the marriage, whether he now liked h!s fpoufe any 
better. The king told him, that he· hated her worfe 
than ever ; and that her perfon was more lothfome on a 
near approach : He was refolved never to meddle with 
her; and even fufpeB:ed her not to be a true maid: A 
point, about which he entertained an extreme delicacy. 
He continued however to be civil to Anne; he even 
feemcd to repofe his ufual confidence in Cromwel; but 
though he exerted this command over his temper, a dif
content lay lurking in his breaft, and was ready to burft 
out on the firft opportunity. 

4> Stowe, p. 57 ., 
A SESSION 
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A SESSION of parliament was held; and none of the c H A I'. 

abbots were now allowed a place in the houfe of peers. ~ 
The king, by the mouth of the chancellor, complained '54~ · 
to the parliament of the great diverfity of religions, which ~~P~J[~" 
fl:ill prevailed among his fubjeB:s: A grievance, he af- ment. 

nrmcd, which ought the lefs to be endured; becaufe the 
Scriptures were now publifhed in Englifh, and ought 

univerfally to be the ftandard of belief to all mankind .. 
But he had appointed, he faid, fome bifhops and divines 

to draw up a lift of tenets, to which his people were to 
aifent; and he was determined, that Chrift, the dotl:rine 
of Chrifr, and the truth fhould have the viCl:ory. 'The 

king feems to have expcCl:ed more effect in afccrtaining 
truth, from this new book of his doCl:ors, than had en-

fucd from the publication of the Scriptures. Cromwel,. 

as vicar-general, made alfo in the king's name a fpeech 
to the upper houfc; and the peers, in return, beftowed 
great flattery on him, and in particular faid that he was 
worthy, by his dcfert, to be vicar-general of the univerfe. 
Th:1t minifter fccmcd to be no lefs in his mafrcr's good 
graces : He received, foon after the fitting of the parlia-
ment, the title of earl of Effcx, and -vvas infralled knight 

of the garter. 
THERE remained only one religious order in England; 

the knights of St. John of Jerufalem, or the knights of 
lVIalta, as they are commonly called. This order, partly 
ecclefiafrical, partly military, had, by their valour, done 
great fervice to Chriftendom; and had very much retard

ed, at J eru falem, Rhodes, and l\1al ta, the rapid progrefs 
of the barbarians. During the general furrender of the 
religious houfes in England, they had exerted their fpi
rit, and had obftinate1y refu1ed to yield up their revenuea 
to the king; and Henry, wb.o would endure no fociety 
that profeifed obedience to the pof>e, was obliged to have 

recourfe to parliament for the diifolution of this order. 
Their 
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c H A P. Their revenues were large; and formed an addition no .. 
XXXII. 'bl ' . fi . h' h h ~ wife contempt1 e to tne many acqm 1t10ns, w 1c t e 

154-o. king had already made. But he had very ill hufbanded 
the great revenue acquired by the plunder of the church: 
His profufe generofity diffipated fafter than his rapacity 
could fupply; and the parliament was furprized this fef
.iion to find a new demand made upon them of four tenths 
and a fubfidy of one lhilling in the pound during two 
years: So ill were the public expeB:ations anfwered, that 
the crown was never more to require any fupply from the 
people. The commons, though lavilh of their liberty, 
and of the blood of their fellow-fubjetl:s, were extremely 
frugal of thGir money; and it was not without difficulty 
fo fmall a grant could be obtained by this abfolute and 
dreaded monarch. 'I'he convocation gave the king four 
fhillings in the pound to be levied in two years. The 
pretext for thefe grants was the great cxpencc, which 
Henry had undergone for the defence of ti.c realm, in 
building forts along the fca-coaft, and in equipping a 
navy. As he had at prefent no ally on the continent, 
in \vhom he rcpofed much confidence, he relied only on his 

domdl:ic firength, and was on that account obliged to be 
more expcnfivc in his preparations againfl: the danger of 
an invafion. 

THE king's favour to Crom .vel, and his acquicfcencc 
in the marriage with Anne of Clevq, were both of them 
deceitful appearances : His avcdion to the queen fecretly 
encrea[ed every day; and having at lafr broken all re• 

frt2.ir.t, it prompted h!m at once to fcek the difrolution of 
<!. rr.::.n-iar;e fo odious to him, and to involve his minifier 

f';,.'i: or in ruin, who had been the innocent author of it. The 
c.orr.\ ·d. f<1ll of Cromwcl was haftened by other caufes. , All the 

nobility h::1tul a man, who, being of fuch low extraC1:ion, 
l1ad not only mounted ·4bove them by his ftation of vicar

beneraJ, but had engroffed many of the other confiderab!e 

office• 
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offices of the crown: Befides enjoying that commiffion, c H A P. 

which gave him a high, and almofi abfolute autho-~ 
rity over the clergy, and even over the laity, he was 1540. 

privy feal, chamberlain, and mafrer of the wards : He 
had alfo obtained the order of the garter, a dignity which 

had ever been conferred only on men of illufhious fami-
lies, and which feemed to be profaned by its being com
municated to fo mean a perfon. The people were averfe 
to him, as the fuppofed author of the violence on the 
monafieries; efrabliihments, which were fiill revered and 
beloved by the commonalty. The catholics regarded him 
as the concealed enemy of their religion : 'I'he protc:fi-
ants, obferving his exterior concurrence with all the per-
fccutions exercifed againft them, were inclined to bear 
him as little favour; and reproached him with the timi-
dity, if not treachery, of his conduct. And the king, 
who found, that great clamours had on all hands arif n 
againfi the aclminiftration, was not difpleafed to throw 
on Crornwel the lo~d of public hatred; and he hoped,. 
by making fo eafy a facri:fice, to regain the atTeEt:ion:; cf 

his fubjeB:s. 
BuT there was another caufe, which f •ddenly fet aH 

thefe motives in atl:ion, and brought about an uncxpcc~cd 
revolution in the miniftry. The king had fixed his affec
tion on Cathcrine Howard, niece to the duke cf 1orfolk; 
and being determined to gratify this new pafiion, he 
could find no expedient, but, by procuring a divorce 
from his prefent confort, to raife Catherine to lJis bcJ 
and throne. The duke, who had long been er.g:1ged 
in enmity with Cromwel, made the fame ufe of her infi
nuations to ruiH this minifler, that he had-former y don

of Anne Boleyn's againi! vVolfey: And when all engines 
were prepard, he obtain~d a co:nmiffion from the king, 
to arrefi: Cromwel at the council-table, or. an accuf.'ltion 
of high treafon, and to commit him to the "'o1vcr. Im-

mediat ly 
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c H A P. mediately after~ a bill of attainder was framed again!t 
XXXII. 

'--v--i him; and the houfe of peers thought proper, without 
1 54o. trial, examination, or evidence, to condemn to death a 

man, whom, a few days before, they had declared wor
thy to be vicar-general of the univerfe. The houfe of 
commons paffed the bill, though not without fome op
pofition. Cromwel was accufed of herefy and treafon; 
but the proofs of his treafonable practices are utterly 
improbable, and even abfolutely ridiculous r. The only 
circumfiance of his conduct, by which he feems to have 
merited this fate, was his being the infirument of the 
king's tyranny, in conducting like iniquitous bills, in 
the preceding fe!Iion, againfr the countcfs of Salifbury and 
others. 

CROMWEL endeavoured to f~ften the king by the mofr 
humble fupplications; but all to no purpofe : It was not 
the praCtice of that prince to ruin his minifiers and fa
vourites by halves; and though the unhappy prifoner 
OllCC Vlrote to him in fo moving a frrain as even to draW 
tears from his eyes, he hardened himfelf again:fl: all move
ments or~ pity, and refufed his pardon. The conclufion 
of Croili\vcl's letter ran in thefc words : " I, a moft wo· 
" ful prifoner, am ready to fubmit to death when it !hall 
" pleafc God and your majefty ; and yet the frail fle{h 
" incites me to call to your grace for mercy and pardon 
" of mine offences. \V ritten at the Tower with the 
" heavy heart and trembling hand of your highnefs's 
h moH: mi!i- rable prifoner and poor flave, Thomas Crom-
' \\'cl." And a li.ttle below, " Mofr gracious prince, 

-zSrh ] 11 Jy. " I cry for mercy, mercy, mercy q." When brought to 
H1~ c:xecu-
tam, the place of execution, he avoided all earncfr protefra-

tions of ~is innocence, and all complaints againfr the fen· 
tcnce pronounced upon him. He knew, that Henry 

P Burnet, vol, i. p, 27i, '! Burnet, vol. i, p. zSz, zSz, 

would 
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Wrmld rcfent on his fon t1,ofc fyn,ptoms of oppofitioD to C H A P. 
) . '11 d h } . d h 1. ld · XXXII. Hs WI , an t at 11s eat. ;tone wou nc,t t nnm~te .___..__..;...; 
that monarch's vengeance. He was a man of pru-ie1 ce, 1 5<o· 

indufiry, and ability; worthy of a better mall-er and of a 
better fate. Though raifed to the fummit of power from 
a low origin, he betrayed no infolencc or contempt to-
wards his inferiors; a11d was c~reful to remember all the 
the obligations, which, durine; his more humble fortune, 
he had owed to any one. He had ferveJ as a private 
fentillel in the Italian ·wars; w !en he received fomc geed 
offices from a Lucquefe merchant, who h.1d en""irely 
forgot his perfon, as well as the fc.-v'ce, ·:ltich he had 
rendered him. Cromwel, in hi~ ~randeur, h::ppcr:cd, at 
London, to ca:fl: his eye on his bcncfacror, now reduced 
to poverty, by misfortunes. He immediately fent for 
him, reminded him of their ancient fri ndfhip~ and by 
his grateful affifiance, r inflated him in _ll" former rro:. 
perity and opulence r. 

TnE m~afurcs for divorcing He1 ry -fron1 Annc of Kin:1' 9 di· 

Cleves, were carried on at the fame time with the bill of '~'Otce frf'lm 
Ann~ tJ 

attainder againfi Cromwel. The houfe of p:::crs, in con- c, " •· 
junction with the commons, ap::L.~J to the kinq- by pcti-. 
tioJ!, dcfiring that he would allow h · s marri< gc to be ex
amined; and orders were .immediately gi·vcn to lay the 
matter before the convocation. Ann .... had formed y been 
contraCleJ by her father to the duke of Lorra'11e; but 
!he, as well as the duke; \VCre at that time under a:;e, 

' and the contract had been afterward.; annulled by confer~t 
o[ both parties. The king, hov.:en~r, pll'adcd th;!) pr.~
contracr as a ground of divorce; :md he :.1ddcd t--;ro rc:~r 

fons more~ which may fc~m a little c=n aorJinary ; t:rt> 

when he efpoufed Anne, he had not inwan1'y ...)\ n lii> 
onttnt, :mJ that he had not thought FOr or to confunt

mate the marria~c. The con\·oc. t!on w:ls fati.:f:cd v;ith 

r Burrer, vol. i. p. 17!• 

V L. I T p t1.efe 
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c H A P. thcfe reafons, and folemrtly annulled the man:iage between 
XXXII 1· "fi d h d "fi ~the king and queen: The par 1ament rat1 e t e ec110n 

1540, of the clergy s ; and the fentence was foon after notified to 

that princefs . 
.ANNE was bleft WFth a happy infcnfibility of temper1 

even in the points which the moft nearly affect her fex; 

and the king"s avedi.on towards her, as well as his profe

cution of the divorce, had never given her the leafi un

eafinefs. She willingly hearkened to terms of a.G:commoda

tion with him; and when he offered to adopt her as his 

fificr, to give her place next the queen and his own 

tbughter, and to make a fe.tdement of three thoufand 

pounds a year upon her; lhe accepted of the conditions,. 

and gave her confent to the divorce r. She even wrote 

to her brother, (for her father was now dead) that fhe had 

been very well ufed" in England, and defired him to live 

f)n good terms vvith the king. The only i.nfiance of 

pride which. fhc betrayed was, that fhe refufed to retum 

to her own country after the affront which fbe had re

cti i ed; and !he lived and died in England .. 
N OTWITHSTAr>:DIKG Anne's moderation, this inci~ 

<lent produced a great coldnefs between the king and the 

German princes; but as the f1.tuation of Europe wa> 

, uow much altered~ Henry was the more indifferent about 

their reCentment. The clofe intimacy, which had taken 
place between Francis and Charles, had fubfifl:ed during 

a very fhort time : The diffimilarity of their ch:uacrers 

foon renewed, with greater violence than ever, their for

mer jealoufy and hatred. While Charles remained at 

Paris, Francis had been imprudently engaged, by his open 

temper, and by that fatisfa~tion, which a t1oble mind na

turally feels in performing generous aCtions, to make in 

·onfidence fome dangerous difcoveries to that interefl:ed 

r.1onarch ; and having now lofl: all fufpicion of his rival~ 

s Sce·note (M] at the end of th: volume. t Herbert, 

P• q. 5S, 459--
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he hoped that the emperor and he, fupporting-each othe1, C H A P. 
. 1 l .n. 1 11. H I xxxu. rntg 1t neg ect every ot 1er a tance. e not on y com-1....--v--.J 

tnunicated to his gueft the ftate of his negociations with • 54o. 

Sultan Solym:m and the Venetians: He a!fo laid open the 
folicitations, which he had received from the court of 
England, to enter into a confederacy againft him u. 

Charles had no fooner reached his own dominions, than 
he ihcwed himfelf unworthy of the friendly reception 
which he had met with. He abfolutely refufecl to fulfil his 
promife, and put the duke of Orleans in poffeffion of the 
Milanefe: He informed Solyman and the fenate of V e-
nice of the treatment, which they had received from their 
aiiy : And he took care that Henry fhould not be ig-
norant how readily Francis had abandoned his ancient 
friend, to whom he owed fuch important obligations, and 
had facrificed him to a new confederate : He even poi.-. 
foned and mifreprefented many thingst which the unfuf.-
peCl:ing heart of the French monarch had difclofed to him~ 
Had Henry po.ffe!fed true judgment an ' generality, this 
incident alone had been ii,ffi ... ient to guide him in the 
choice of his ally. But his domineering pride carried him 
immediately to renounce the fricndfhip of .r rancis, who 
had fo unexpectedly given the preference to the em_ eror ~ 
And as Charles invited him to a renewal of ancient amity, 
he willingly accepted of the offer; and thinking bimfclf 
fecure in this alliance, he neglected the fnendfhip both of 
F ranee and of the German princes. 

THE new turn, which Henry had taken with regard 
o foreign affairs, was extremely agreeable to his catholic 

fubjects; and as it had perhaps contributed; among other 
reafons, to the ruin of Cromwel, it made them entertain 

hopes of a final prevalence over their antagonifts. The 8th Aug, 

marriage of the king with Catherine Howard, which fol- f?is ma~-h 
nage Wit 

lowed foon after his divorce from Annc of Cleves, was C.nherine. 

r-1 Pere D~niel, Du Tillet

p z lfo 

HI) ward , 
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c H A P. alfo reO.arded as a favourable incident to their party; and 
XXXll. 0 • • ~ """'' the fubfequent events corrcfpondcd to the1r expectatiOns. 

J54o. The king's councils being now direCl:ed by Norfolk and 

Gardiner, a furious perfccution commenced againft the 

protefiants ; and the law of the fix articles was executed 

with rigour. Dr. Barnes, who had been the caufc of 

Lambert's execution, felt, in his turn, the feverity of tbe 

perfecuting fpirit; and, by a bill, which paired in par

liament, he was, without trial, condemned to the flames, 

together with Jerome and Gerrard. He difcuffed theo

logical quefiions even at the flake; and as the difpute be
tween him and the ilieriff, turned upon the invocation of 

faints, he faid, that he doubted whether the faints could 

pray for us ; but if they could, he hoped, in half an hour, 

to be praying for the fneriff and all the fpeet<'.tors. He 
next entreated the fhcritf to carry to the king his dying 

requeft, which he fondly imagined would hav~ authority 

with that L.onarch, who had fC:nt him to the fiake. The 
purport of his req uef1:: was, that Henry, befides repreffing 

fupcrfl:itiou ... ceremonies, fhould be extremely vigilant in 

preventing fornication and common [wearing w. 

\VHILE Hen y was exerting this violence againfl: th6 

protefbnts, he fpared not the catholics who denied his 

fupremacy; and 2. foreigner, at th;-lt time in England, had 
re::tfon to ·i:1y, that thofe who were againfl the pope were 

burPed, and thofc who were for him were hangeJ 
1

, 

'The king even difp1aycd, in an ofl:ent;1tious manner, this 

tyrannical equity and imp~rtiality, which reduced both 

parties to fulJjcB:ion, and infufed terror into every brc:::f!-. 
Barn( s, Gerrard, and Jeromc had been carr:ed to the 

place of ex lut:on on three hurclcs; and alont; with them 

t ere \vas pb c~ on each hur lie a cathulic, who was allo 
cxeruted .1or his rcl'gion. Thdf:: c2.tholics were Ab l 
"cherfion~, and Powel, who dedared, that the moit 

'f3u 1.r.et) vol i. V·.,_93, Fox, 

8 
X F•xl vul. ii. r· 5~0 • 
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grievous part of their punifhment \vas the being coupled C H A P. 
r. l h . 1 ·r f rr d . h h ....., XXXH. to 1UC 1 eret1ca m11creants as urrere w1t t em r. '--v---1 

THOUGH the fpirit of the Englifh feemed to be totally 154-o. 

funk under the defpotic pow r of Henry, there appeared 
fome fymptoms of difcontent: An inconfidcrablc re
bellion broke out in Yorkihirc, head d by Sir John Ne-
vi!; but it was foon fuppreffcd, and Ncvil, with other 
.ringleaders, was c.'ccuted. The rebels were fuppofed to 

pave been infiigated by the intrigues of cardinal Pole; · 
and the king was in:fhntly determined to make the coun-
tcfs of Saliibury, who already lay under fcntence of death, 

fuffer for her fon's offences. He ordered her to be 

carried to execution; and this venerable matron main- 2jth 1\hy, 

taincd Hill, in thcfc difirefsful circumfianccs, the fpirit of 
that long race of monarchs, from whom :fhe was de-
fcendcd z. She refufcd to lay her head on the block, or 
fubmit to a fentence where fhe had recei\'ed no trial. She 
told the executioner, that, if he ~ould have her head, he 
mufi win it the befi way he could : And thus, fhaking 
her venerable grey locks, fhc ran about the f affold; and 
the executioner followed her with his ax, aiming many 
fruitlefs blows at her neck, before he vns able to give 

the fatal firoke. Thus pcrifhed the lafi of the line 
of Plantagenet, which, with great glory, but frill greater 
crimes and misfortunes, hat! governed England for the 
fpace of three hundred years. Lord Leonard Grey, a 
m~m \vl:o had formerly rendered fervice to the crow11, 
was alfo beheaded for treafon, foon after the countefs cf 
S..:.i!bury. 'Ve know little concerning the grounds of 
his profecution, 

rrH E infurred:iop. in the J orth engaged Henry to make 

fi. progrefs thither, in orJer to quiet the minds of his peo
ple, to reconcile them to his government, and to abolifu 
the ar.ci nt fuperfiitions, to ·rvh!ch t!10fe parts were 1 'uch 

Y ~llndcra~ c~ Schifm. Angl. 

J p 3 
z Herbert~ p. 468. 

ad dieted. 
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c H A P. addicted. He had alfo another motive for this journey: 
XXXII. y k · , h. ~ He propofed to have a conference at or w1tn ts ne-

J54'· phew tL.e king of Scotland, and, if poffible, to cement a 
clofe and indiffoluble union with that kingdom. 

State of rrHE fame fpir"t of re!igious innovation, {vhich haJ 
aft'dirs ia E h d d · · S Stotland. feizcd other parts of urope, a ma e Its way mto cot-

land, and had begun, long before this period, to excite 
the fame jealoufies, fears, and perfecutions. About the 
year 1527, Patric Hamilton, a young man of a noble fa
mily, having been created abbot ofF erne-, was fent abroad 
for his educ.?.tion; but had fallen into company with 
fome reformers, and he returned into his own country 
very ill difpofeu towards that church, of which his birth 
and his merit entitled him to attain the higheft dignities. 
The fervour of youth and his zeal for novelty made it 
impo.ffible for him to conceai his fentiments; and Camp
be], prior of the Dominicans, who, under colour of friend
fuip and a fyrnpathy in opinion, had infinuated himfclf 
jnto hi~ confidence, accufed him before Bcaton, arch
bi!hop of St. Andrews. Hamilton was invited to St. 
Andrews, in order to maintain, with fome of the clergy, 
a difputc concerning the controverted points ; and after 
much reafoning with regard to jufi:ification, freewill, ori
ginal fin, and other topics of that nature, the conference 
~nded with their condemning Hamilton to be burnt for 
his errors. 'The young man, who had been deaf to the 
infinuations of ambition, was lcfs likely to be :lhaken with 
the fears of death; while he propofed to himfelf, both the 
glory of bearing tefiimony to the truth, and the imme
diate reward attending his martyrdom. The people, who 
compa:ffionated his youth, his virtue, and his noble birth, 
were much moved with the confiancy of his end; and an 
incident, which foon followed, ftill more confirmed them 
in their favourable fentiments towards him. He had cited 
Campbel, who ftiJI infulted him at the fiake

7 
to anfwer 

be for"' 
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before the J. udgment-feat of Chrift ,· and as that pcrfe- C H A P' 
XXXII. 

cutor, either afronifhed with thefc events, or overcome with '--v--1 

remorfe, or, perhaps, feized cafually with a difi:empcr, 1 54 1
• 

foon after loft his fenfes, and fell into a fever, of which 
Le died ; the people regarded Hamilton as a prophet, as 

well as a martyr a. 

A, lONG the difciples converted by Hamilton, was one 

friar F orrcft, who became a zealous preacher ; and who, 

though he d\d not openly difcover his fentiments, wai 

fufpcc 2d to !can tcv,.ards the new opinions. His dio ::e
f~n, the bifhop of Dunkel, enjoir.cd h im, when he met 
with a good ep!ill .:! or good gofpel, which f.Lvourcd the 

liberties o( holy church, to preach on it, anJ let the reil: 

alone. Forrdl replied, that he h:ul rea~ both Old and 
-rnv Tc!hmcnt, and had not found an ill epifHe, or ill 

gofpd in ~ny part of them. The extreme attac 1ment to 

the Scriptures was rcgardc;d in thofe days as a furc c:ha
ra3:erii1ic of hcrefy; anc.l Forrcft was foon after bro"ght 
to trial, aud condemned to the Hamcs. \Vhile the 

p.·id'rs were deLberat!ng on the phcc of his execution, 
a byfrander advifed them to burn him in fume cellar: ... 'or 
that the fmoke of Mr. Patric Hamilton had infected all 

hole on whom it blew b. 

THE clergy were at th::.t time reduced to great diffi
culties, not only in Scotland, but all over Europe. As 

the reformers aimed at a total fubverfion of ancient ef1a
bliilimcnts, which they reprefented as idolatrous, impious, 

detefrable; the priefi:s, who found both their ho.;.ours 

and properties at fl-ake, thought that they had a right to 

refiil:, by every expedient, thefe dangerous inv:::dcrs, and 

that the fame fimple principles of equity, which j ufiificd 
a man in killing a pyrate or a robber, would acquit them 
for the execution of fuch heretics. A toleration, though 
it is never acceptable to ecclefiafi:ics, might, th .... y ihid, 

.a Sp tfwood's Hill. church of Scotland, p. 6l. 
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c H A P. b~ admitted in ot er cafes; but feemcd an abfurdity, 
~,v ~r I 
··:.:.~where fund~~~1~nta1s were fnaKen, and where the pof-

1541·J fdEons, and even the fubfifhnce of the efrabliihed clergy 

wc;·e brought in danger. But though the church was 

thus carried by policy, as well as inclination, to kindle 

the fires of p:rfecution, they found the fuccefs of this 

remedy very prcc:1rious, and obferved, that the enthuft

afi:ic zeal of the reforn:c;s, inflamed by punifhment, 

was apt tq prove contagious on the compaffionate minds 
of the fpccrators. The new doCtrine, amidfr all the 

dan;crs, to ·which it was expofcd, fecretly fpread itfclf 

(very where; .:nd the minds of men were grad~ally dif~ 

pofcd to a revo' ution in religion. 

BuT the mofr dal1gerous fymptom for t~e clergy in 

Scotl:::tnd w2.s, that f1e nobility, from the example of 
Engbnd, had cafr a v.rifhful eye on the church revenues, 

3nd hoped, if. a reformation took place, to. enrich them

fclvcs by the plunder of the ecclefiafrics. James himfelf, 

who was very poor, and was fomewhat inclined to mag-

lificence, p2.rticularly in building, had been fwayed by 
like rr.otives ; and bc;~an to threaten the clergy with the 

fame fate that had attended them in the neighhouring 

country. Henry alfo never ceafed exhorting his nephew 

to imitate h"s c. · mple; and being moved both by the 

p.id~ of maHr _?; p~oft.l ;tes, and the profpetl: of fccurity, 

~ _ati nd 1hould enL .. r:lce a clofc union with him, he 
fi licit J th;; 1-::ng of Scots to me t him at York; and he 
ol t incd a pror~ if· to that purpof.:?. 

THE ecdefia[ ics \Verc alarmed at this refolution of 
Jam.;s, and t cy cm_ 1uyed every cxp .. dient, in order to 
p1·ev2nt t!lc c.·ccut:"on of it. They rcprcfentcd the dan

ge.r of in:.10\'::ttion ; t:lc pernicious confcqucnce of ag

gra11dizing the nobility, already too powerful; the hazard 

vf p~.rtt.ing himfelf into tlL h:-:ads of the Engli:lh, his 
hereditary enemies ; Cc dependance which mufr enfue 

~pon lis lofins the fricnd{hip of France, and of all fo~ 
reign 
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ei<rn potentates. To thefe confiderations, they added C H A P. 

th; profpcB: of immediate intcrefr, by which they found ~~ 
the king to be much governed: They offered him a prc- IS41 • 

fent gratuity of fifty thoufand pounds: They promifeq 

him, that the church fuould always be ready to contri-

bute to his fupply: And they pointed out to him, the 

confifcation of heretics, as the means of filling his exche-

quer, and of adding a hundred thoufand pounds a year 

to the crown ·revenues c. The infinuations of his new 

queen, to whom youth, beauty, and :1d~refs had given 

a powerful influence over him, feconded all thefe reafons; 

and James was at lafi: engaged, firft to delay his jour-

ney, then to fend excufcs to the king of England, who 

had already come to York, in order to be prefent at the 
interview et. ' 

HE.·R Y, v ~~=cd ·with the Jifappointmcnt, and enraged 

&lt the affront, vowed vengeance againfc his n phcw ; 

.and he began, by permitting piracies at fca, at d incur.

iions at land, to put l1is threats in e ·ecution. But h, 

received foon after, in his ovvn family, an :-.ffront to 

vhich he was much more fenfiblc, and which touchcJ 

him in a point where he ahvays !hewed an extreme deli

cacy. He had thought himfelf very happy in his new 

marriage: The agreeable pcrfon and difpofit~on of Cathc
·rine had entirely captivated his affeCtions; and 1C m2de 
:no fccret of his devoted attachment to her. He had 

even publiciy, in his chapel, returned folem11 thanb to 

heaven for the fcli~ity whi~h the conjugal fratc afro:·clcd 

him; and he dir ... B:cd the bifhop of Lincoln to compofe 

a form of prayer ~or that purpofe. But the qucen~s 

c Buchanan, lib. xiv. Drummond in Ja. 5· Pitfcotie, ibid. Y ncx. 
d Henry had fent fom(" books, richly ornamented, to his neph~\·:1 \\ ho, as 

t:•on as he faw by the title!', that they had a tendency to defend the new doc

triJies, threw them into the fire, in the prefence of the perfon \\'ho brought 

them: Adding:, it w1s b~ttcr he ih<'uld de!lroy them, than they hir:1. See 

E!Jift Rc~inaid, Pvle, fars t. l'• 17~. 

conJt<C: 
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c H A P. conduct very little merited this tendernefs: One Laf. 
~ cellcs brought intelligence of her diifolute life to Cran-

• 1 541· mer; and told him, that his fifrcr, formerly a fervant in 
Dlfcovery of . , . 

11 
• 

the queen's the family or tne old dutchefs of N o:!-o,. • .::, With whom 
~~~:lute Catherine was educated, had give:1 him a particular ac-

count of her iE conduCt. Derham and Mannoc, both of 
them fervants of the dutchefs, had been admitted to her 
bed ; and fhe had even taken little care to conceal her 
fhame from the other fervants of the family. The 

. primate, firuck with this intelligence, which it was 
equally dangerous to conceal or to difcover, collnmU~li

cated the- matter to the earl of Hertford and to the chan
cellor. They agreed, that the matter iliould by no m\:ans 
be buried in filence; and the archbilhop himfclf fcemed 
the mofr proper perfon ·to difclofe it to the king. Cran
mer, unwilling to fpeak on fo delicate a fubje8:, wrote 
a narrative of the whole, and conveyed it to Henry, who 

was infinitely afronifhed at the intelligence. So confi
dent was he of the fidelity of his confort, that at firfl: he 
gave no credit to the information; and he faid to the 
privy-feal, to lord Ruffel, high admiral, Sir Anthony 
Brown, and Vl riothelley, that he regarded the whole as 
a forgery. Cranmer was now in a very perilous fitua
tion ; and had not full proof been found, certain and 
inevitable defrruC:l:ion hung over him. 'rhe king's im
patience, however, and jealoufy, prompted him to fearch 
the matter to the bottom : The privy-feal was ordered 
to examine Lafcellcs, who perftfred in the information 
he had given; and fiill appealed to his fifrer's tefiimony. 
That nobleman next made a journey under pretence of 
hunting, and went to Suffex, where the woman at that 
time refided: He found her both confiant in her former 
intelligence, and particular as to the faCts ; and the 
whole bore but too much the face of probability. Man
noc and Derham) who were arrefred at the fame time, 

and 
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and examined by the chancelior, made the quecn's guiJtC H A P. 
. b h . t. rr. d d" r. d XXXII. entirely ccrtam y t e1r con.emon ; an l!Covcre other .....,....,I'"'J 

particulars, vhich redounded frill more to her diihonour. 1 541 • 

'Three maids of the family were admitted into her fc-
crets ; and fome of them had even pafr the night in bed 
with her ~nd ner lovers. All the examinations were laid 
before the king, who was fo deeply affected, that he 
remained a long time fpcechlefs, and at lafl: burfl: into 
tears. He found to his furprife, that his great ikill in dif
tingui{hing a true maid, of which he boafred in the cafe 

of Anne of Cleves, had failed him in that of his prefcnt 
confort. The queen, being next quefl:ioned, denied her 
guilt; but when informed, that a full difcovery was 
made, fh.e confdfed, that lhe had been criminal before 
hef marriage; 2.nd only infiH:ed, that {he had never been 
f:tlfe to the king's bed. But as there was evidence, th;-tt 
one ColepC!)per had pa!fca the night with her alone fince 
her marriage; and as it appeared, that fhe had taken 
Derham, her old paramour, into her fervice; fhe feemed 
to defcrve little credit in this :1!feveration ; and the king, 
bcfides, was not of a humour to make any diHerence 
between thcfe degrees of guilt. 

HENRY "found, that he could not, by any means, fo 1 ~4~ . 
fully or expeditioufly fatiate his vengeance on all thcfc tGth J~n 

criminals as by a!fembling a parliament, the ufual infrru-
mcnt of his tyranny. The two houfes, having rccei\' d 
the queen's confeffion, made an addrefs to the king. 
'I'hey entreated him not to be vexed with this untoward 
accident, to which all men were fubjcti:; but to con-
fider the frailty of human nature, and the mutability of 
human affairs ; and from thcfe views to deri\'e a fubjeCt 
of confolation. They defired leave to pals a bill of at

tainder aga.infr the queen and her accomplices; and tqey 

begged him to zive his affcnt to this bill, not in pcrfon, 

whicb 
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c H A P. which would renew his vexation, and might endanger 
X)L'II. . 'ffi . d r h ~ h1s health, but by comm1 .1oners appomte 10r t at pur-

J5f2• pofe. And as there was a law in force, making it trea
fon to fpeak ill of the queen, as well as of the king, 
they craved his royal pardon, if any of them fuould, on 
the prefent occafion, have tranfgrdl'ed any part of that 
fl:atute. 

HAVING obtained a gracious anfwer to thefc requefh, 
the parliament proceeded to vote a bill of attaiuder for 
treafon againfi: the queen, and the vifcountefs of Roche
ford, who had conducted her fecret amours; and in this 
bill Colepepper, and Derham, were alfo comprehended. 
At the fame time they paffed a bill of attainder for rnif
prifion of treafon againfi the old dutchcfs of Norfolk, 
Catherine's grandmother; her uncle, lord William How
ard, and his lady, together with the countefs of Bridge
water, and nine perfons more; becaufe they knew the 
queen's vicious courfe of life before her marri;!ge, and 
had concealed it. This was an effeCt of Henry's ufual 
extravagance, to expeCt that parents :lhould fo far forget 
the ties of natural affeCtion, and the fentiments of fhame 
and decency, as to reveal to him the mofi fccret difordcrs 
of their family. He himfelf fcems to have been fcnfible 
of the cruelty of this proceeding : For he pardoned the 
d utchefs of 1~ orfolk, and m oft of the others~ condcmn~d 
for mifpriiion of treafon. · 

HowEVER, to fecure himfclf for the future, as well as 
his fuccciTo:s, from this fatal a-ccident, he engaged the 
p<uli2.. cnt to pafs a law, fomewhat extraordinary. It v;a.s 
cnaB:cd, that :1ny one, who knew, or vehemently fuf
pcB:cd any gu:lt in the queen, might, within twenty 
d«ys, difclofe it to the king or council, without incur
ring the penalty of any former law, againfc def:lrning 
the queen ; but prohibiting every one, at the farnc 
ti;, c, from fpreading the matter abroad, or even privately 
vhi'i-:<.:ring it to others. It was alfo enf.Clcd, that if the 

kin~ 
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'ing ma.rried any 'woman, who had been it;continent, C H A P .. 
· 1 .c ·d fL IL ld b ·1 f r x.:XII. takmg 1er 10r a true ma1 , me mou e gm ty o trea1on, ~ 

.in cafe fhe did not previoufl y reveal her guilt to him. 154~. 

rrhe people made merry with this fingular claufe, 

and faid, that the king muft henceforth look out for a 

widow; for no reputed maid would ever be perfuaded to 

incur the penalty of the fiatute e. After all thefe laws 

\vere paffed, the queen was beheaded on Tower-hill, to-

gether with lady Rocheford. They behaved in a manner 

fuitablc to their diffolute life; a;d as lady Rocheford was 

known to be the chief infirument in bringing Anne Bo-

leyn to her end, fhe died unpiticd ; and men were far~ 
ther confirmed, by the difcovery of this woman's guilt, 

in the favourable fcntiments, which they had entertained 

of that unfortunate q ucen. 

THE king made no dem:md of any fubfidy from this 

parliament; but he found means of enriching his exche

<I ucr from another quart r : He took farther il:cps towards 

the Jifiolution of colleges, hofpitals, and other founda

tions of that nature. The courtiers had been praCtifiu~ 

on the prcfiJents and governors, to make a furrender of 

their revenues to the king; ~md they had been fuccefsful 

with eight of them. But th re was an obl1acle to their 

farther pro£rrefs : It } aJ be n provided, by the local fi:t

tutes of mofi of thefe foundations, that no prdidcnt, er any 

number of fcllO\vs, coul ~l confcnt to fuc 1 a deed without 

the unanimous vote of all the fellow::;; and this vote v.'a~ 

not cafily obtain<.d. All fuch fl:atutcs were annulled by 

p~rliament ; <nd the revull.les of thcfe hottfes \ rerc now 

cxrofcd to the r;lpacity of the king and his favourites r. 

The cht· eh I ad been fo long th~ir prey, that nolwJ y 
was furprif. J at any new inroads made up n her. Fror. 

the reg,ular, H r;ry now proceed d to make de\'aftation$ 

.on the fecu!ar ;len'"Y· He extorted from many of tl e 

f S~eno~· (:']>t!lrem oftl,ev,,]Lt;ne. 

biG~ops 
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c H .&\ P. bifhops a furrender of chapter lands ; and by this devife 
XXXII. he pillaged the fees of Canterbury, York, and London1 

~ and enriched his greedy parafites and flatterers with their 

Eccleliaftic 
affairs. 

fpoiis. 
THE clergy have been commonly fo fortunate as to 

make a concern for their temporal interefrs go hand in 
hand with a jcaloufy for o··thodoxy ; a_ d L th thcfe paf:.. 
fions be regarded, by the people, ignorant and fuperfl:i
tious, as proofs of.zeal for religion: But the violent and 
headfrrong charaeter of Henry now disjoined thefe ob
jetts. His rapacity was gratified by plundering the 
church; his bigotry and arrogance by pcrfecuting here .. 
tics. Though he engaged the parliament to mitigt~te the 
penalties of the fix articles, fo far as regards the marriage of 
priefis, which was now only fubjetl:ed to a forfeiture of 
good3, chattels, and lands during life; he was ftill equally 
bent on maintaining a rigid purity in fpeculative princi• 
pies. He had appointed a commiffion, confifting of the 
two archbiihops and feveral bi!hops of both provinces1 

together with a confiderable number of doetors of divi .. 
nity; and by virtue of his ecclefiafiic3.l fupremacy he had 
given them in charge to chufe a religion for his people, 
Before the commiffioners had m:ade any progrefs in this 
rm1uous undertaking, the parliament, in I 541, had paff
ed a law, by which they ratified all the tenets, which 
thefe divines lhould thereafter efl:abli.lh with the king's 
confent: And they we1'e not afhamed of thus exprefsly 
declaring, that they took their religion upon trufr, and 
had no other rule, in fpiritual as v,rcll as tern poral con .. 
cerns, than the arbitrary will of their mafl:er. There is 
only one claufe of the fiatute, v. hich may feem at firft 
fight to favour fomewhat of th"' fpirit of liberty: It wa~ 
t·na8:ed that the ccclcfi4ftical commi:ffioners fuould efi:a
b1i{h nothing repugnant to the laws and fl:atutes of the 
realm. But in reality this provifo was inferted by the 

king,. 
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king, to fcrve his own purpofcs. By introducing a con- c H A P. 

d. n.. . } J h b XXXII .. fufion and contra ICllon m to t 1e aws, e ecame more .-..-...., 
mafter of every one's life and property. And as the 1542.• 

ancient indeper.dance of the church :!till gave him jea-

loui)·, he was well plca1~d, under cover of fuch a claufe, 
to introduce appeals from the fpiritual to the civil courts. 
It vas for a like rcafon, that he would never promulgate 

a body of canon law ; and he encouraged the judges on 
all occafions to rnterpofe in ecclefiafrical caufes, wherevc.r 

they thou6ht the bw or royal prerogative concerned. A 
happy inno\'<ltion; though at firfr invented for arbitrary 
purpoies! 

'rHE king7 armed by the authority of parliamc11t, or 
rather by their acknowledgmc 1t of that fpiritual fuprc
macy, which he believed inherent in him, employed his 
commi~fioncrs to fdeB: a fyfiem of tenets for the affent
and belief of the nation. A fm1ll volume \Vas foon afte 

publi!hcd,. called,. the lnjiitution of a Cbr!J1icm ./via;:~ 
which \Vas rece:ved by the convoc:1tion, and voted to be 
the fbnc!ard of orthodoxy. All the delicate points of 
j ui1-ilication 7 faith, free-will, good works, and grace, 

are there Jcfined, with a leaning towar2s the opinion of 
the reformers : The facrament'c;-, which a f<... w years be
fore were only allowed to be three, were now cncreafed 
to the number of feven, conformably to the fentiments of 
the catholics. The king's caprice is dilcernable through

out the whole; and the book is in reality to be regarded 
£ his compofition. For Henry, while he made his opi-
11 ica a rule for the nation, \Votdd tic his own h:::.nds by no. 
canon or authority, not even by any which he himfe:lf 
had fom1 rly efbbli1ncd. 

'I'nE. p~o?le had occafion foon after to fee a farth:::r 
in fiance of tile king's inconfiancy. He was not long fa
tisfi~d v.rith his Infiitution of a Chrifiia l\1:m : He or ... 

ch·red a .new book to be compoft;d, c~lled,. the Er,'.f.liti~n 

~f 

. I 
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C H A P. of a Chrifiian Man; and without afldng the affent of th~ 
:XXXII. . h bl'fh--1 b h' h . ct L--v--J convocatiOn, e pu 1 eu, y IS own aut onty, an 

J541 • that of the parliament, this new model of orthodoxy. It 
cliffers from the Infiitution g; but the king was no lefs 

pofitive in his new creed than he had been in the old; and 

he required the belief of the nation to veer about at his 
:fignal. In both thefe compofitions, he was particularly 

careful to inculcate the doCl:rine of paffive obedience; and 
he was equally careful to retain the nation in the practice, 

\VHILE the king was fpreading his own books among 
the people, he feems to have been extremely perplexed, as 

were alfo the clergy, what courfe to take with the Scr'p· 
tures. A review had been made by the fynod of the new 

tranflation of the Bible; and Garcliner had propofed, that, 
infiead of empl,oying Englifh expreffions throughout, fe· 
veral Latin words fhould frill be prefcrved ; becaufe they 
contained, as he pretended, fuch peculiar energy and fig~ 
nificance, that they had no correfpondent terms in the 

vulgar tongue h. Among t. efc were ecle)ia, pamitentia, 

pontifex, contritus, holocat1J1a, facramentum, elemmta, arc

mania, myjle1·ium, ,prejlryter, fatrijitizmz, lnmditas, jtdisfac
tio, peccatwn, gratia, bojlia, charitas, &c. But as this 
mixture would have appeared extremely bzrharous, and 
v.Tas plainly calculated for no other p·trpofe thz,n to retain 

the people in t:1eir ancient ignorance, the propofzl was 
rejeCted. The 1\.nowlcdge of t 1e people, however, •t 

]eafi their difputative turn, feemed to be an inconvenience 

ilill more at..;erous ; and the ki11g anJ parli:>tmc 1t 
1
, 

foon after the publication of the Scriptures, rew·lted the 

conccffion, \:x.~hich they had formerly m2.de; <1nd prohi~ 
bited a11 but gentlemen and merch. nts from perufing 

them k:. E\·en that liberty \Vas not gr:l!lteci, witl1out an 
apparent 

g Cnllicr, vol. ii. p. 190• h Ilurnct, vol,i. F· 315. 

i Wnich met on the 22d of January, 154 3. 

k 33 H n. vnr. c, I. 'I he rc;:ding vf ti.e Ei le, be\ ever, could hOt, 
at 
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apparent hefitation, and a dread of the confcquences : C R A P. 
XXXJI. Thefe perfons were allowed to read, fo it he dane quietly '--v---l 

and with good order. And the preamble to the act fets ts.tt• 

fOJ'th, " that many feditious and ignorant perfons had 

" abufcd the liberty granted them for reading the Bible, 
" and that great divedity of opinion, animofities, tu-
" mults, .2.nd fchifins had been o.ccafioned by perverting 
" the fenfe of the Scriptures." It feemed very difficult 
to reconcile the king's model for uniformity, \Yith the 
permiffion of free enquiry. 

THE mafs book alfo paffed under the king'-a examina
tion; and little alteration was as yet made in it: Smr 
doubtful or fiCtitious faints only were .firuck out; and the 
name of the pope wa£: erazed. This latter precaution 
was likewjfe ufed with reg.ard to every new book that was 
printed, or even old book that was fold. The word._ 
Pope, was carefully omitted or blotted out 1 ; as if that 
precaution could abolilh the term from the language, or 

as if fuch a perfecution of it did not rather imprint it 
more firongly in the memory of the people. 

THE king took care about this time to dear the 
-ehurches from another abufe, which had creeped into 
them. Plays., interludes, and farces were there often 
acted in derifion of the former fuperfiitions; and the re
verence of the multitude for ancient principles and modes 
of worfbip was thereby gradually e.ffaced m. \V c do not 
.hear, that the catholics attempted to retaliate by employ
ing this powerful engine ag.ainft their adverfaries, or en
deavoured by like arts to expofe that fanatical fi1irit, by 
:which, it appears, the reformers were generally atl:uated. 
Perhaps the people were not difpofed to relifu a jcft on 

at that time, have much eft"ea in England, where fo few perfons had learned 

-to read. There were but soo copies printed of this firtt authorized edition of 

the Bible; a book of whith there are now feveral mi!Eons of cop:es in the 
kingdom. 

1 Parliamentary hill:ory, vol. iii. p, TT~. m Burnet, \c.l. i. F·srs. 

VoL.lV. ~ that 
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C H A P. that fide : Perhaps the greater fimplicity and the more 
xxxn. · ~ fpiritual abftraB: worfhip of the proteftants, gave lefs hold 
J54:~~ · to ridicule, which is commonly founded on fenfible re

prefentat~ons. It was, therefore, a very agreeable con

ceffion, which the king made to the catholic party, to 

fupprefs entirely thefe religi?us comedies. 
THUS Henry laboured inceffantly, by arguments, 

creeds, and penal fiatutes, to bring his fubjeB:s to an 
uniformity in their religious fentiments : But as he e~
ten'id, himfelf, with the greateft earnefinefs, into all thofe 
fcholaftic difputes, he encouraged the people, by his ex
ample, to apply themfelv~s to the ftudy of theology; and 
it was in vain afterwards to expect, however prefent fear 
~ight reftrain their tongues or pens, that they would cor .. 
dially agree m any fet of tenets or opini?ns prefcribed to 

them. 
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C I-I A P. XXXIII. 

War with Scotla11d--l/iftory at Solway-- Death 

of James V.- Cf'reaty with Scotland-New 
rupture--Rupture with Prance--A Parlia
ment-Affairs of Scotland--A Parliament 
-Campaign in Prance--A Parliament- 
Peace ·with France and Scotland--Perfecutions 
--Execution of the earl of Surrey- Attainder 

of the duke of Norfolk--Death of the king--

1-lis character--Mifcellanecus tranjaftions. 

EN R Y, being determined to avenge himfelf on c H A. P. 

the king of Scots for flighting the advances, which~ 
lle had made him, would gladly have obtained a fupply 1 542. 

1. bl h" ( } War with from the par rament, to ena e rm to pro.ecute t 1at en- Scotla.nd. 

terprize; but as he did not think it prudent to difcover 
his intentions, that affembly, conformably to their frugal 
maxims, would underfi:and no hints ; and the king was 
difappointed in his expectations. He continued, how-
ever, to make preparations for war; and as foon as he 
thought himfelf in a condition to invade Scotland, he 
publiihed a manifefi:o, by which he endeavoured to jufiify 
his hofrilitics. He complained of James's breach of word, 
in declining the promifcd interview; which was the real 
ground of the quarrel n: But in order to gi\'C a more fpe-
cious colouring to the entcrprize-, he mentioned other in-
juries; namely, that his nephew had granted protection to 
fome Englifh rebels and fugitives, and had detain~d fomc 
territory, which, Henry pretended, belonged to England. 

n B.uchanan, lib. 14. Drummon:l in J air.es the fifth, 

Q2 H; 
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c H A P. He even revived the old claim to the vaffalage of Scot. 
XXXIII. J d h } · ~land, and he fumrr.oned ames to o omage to 11m as 

IS42 • his liege lord and [uperior. He employed the duke of 

Norfolk, whom he call et! the fcourge of the Scots, to 

command in the ·war; and though James fent the bifhop 

of Aberdeen, :mu Sir J amcs Learmont of Darfay, to ap· 

peafe his uncle, he would hearken to no terms of accom
mouation. Y hi] e Norfolk was affembling his army at 

Newcafi:lc, Sir Robcrt Bowes, attendeu by Sir Ralph 
Sadler, Sir Ralph Evers, Sir Brian Latoun, and others, 
made an incurfion into Scotland, and advanced towards 

Jedburgh, with an intention of pillaging and ddl:roying 

that town. The earl of Angus, and George Douglas, 

his brother, who had been fo many years baniilied their 

country, and had fubfified by Henry's bounty, joined the 

Englifh army in this i11curuon; and the forces, com

manded by Bowes, exceeded four thoufancl men. James 

had not been negligent in his preparations for defence, 

and had poficd a confiderable body, under the command 

of the earl of Huntley, for the protection of the borders. 

Lord Hume, at the head of his vaHals, was hafiening to 

join Huntley, when he met with the Engli!h army; and 

.. 4th Aug. an action immediately enfued. During the engagement, 

the forces under Huntley began to appear ; and the Eng
lifh, afraid of being furrounded and overpowered, took to 

flight, and were purfued by the enemy. Evers, Latoun, 

and fome other perfons of difi:inction, were taken pri

fonrcs. A few only of fmall note fell in this !kirmifh 
0

• 

Tun duke of Norfolk, meanwhile, began to move 
from his camp at N ewcafi:le ; and being attended by the 

earls of Shrew!bury, Derby, Cumberland, Surrey, Hert
ford, R 1ltland, with many others of the nobility, he ad
vanced to the borders. His forces amounted to above 

twenty thoufand men; and it required the utmofr efforts 

~ Buchaaan, lib. 14, 
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o( Scotland to refifr fuch a formidable armament. James Cx~x1u:· 
had affembled his whole military force at Fala and Sau- '--v--1 
trcy, and was ready to advance as foon as he fhould be 154-t• 

informed of Norfolk's invading his kingdom. The Eng .. 
Iilh paffed the Tweed at Berwic, and marched along the 
banks of the river as far as Kelfo; but hearing that 
] ames had gathered together near thirty thoufand men~ 
they repaffed the river at that village, and retreated into 
their own country P. The king of Scots, inflamed with 
a defire of military glory, and of revenge on his invaders; 
gave the fJ.gnal for purfuing them, and carrying the war 
into England. He was furprized to find, that his nobi-
lity, who were in general difaffcCl:ed on account of the pre-
ference, which he had given to the clergy, oppofed this 
refolution, and rcfufed to attend him in his projetl:ed en-
terprize. Enraged at this mutiny, he reproached them 
with cowardice, and threatened vengeance; but frill re-
folved, with the forces which adhered to him, to make 
an impreffion on the enemy's country. He fent ten thou-
fand men to the wefrern borders, who entered England at 
Solway frith; and he himfelf followed them at a fmall 
difr.ance, ready to join them upon occafion. Difgufred, 
however, at the rcfraa:ory difpofition of his nobles, he 
fent a meffage to the army, depriving lord Maxwel, 
their general, of his commiffion, and conferring the com-
mand on Oliver Sinclair, a private gentleman, who was 
his favourite. The army was extremely Jifpleafed with 
this alteration, and was ready to difband; when a fmall 
body of Englilh appeared, not exceeding 500 ~en, under 
the command of Dacres and l\1ufgrave. A panic fcizeCl 
the Scots, who immediately took to flight, and were pur .. 
fued by the enemy. Few were killed in this rout; for it 14th N'ot-. 

• . Vttlorv ~( was no achon ; but a great many were taken pnfoners~ Sol·.-.ay·. 

and fomc of the princi al nobility: Among thde, the 

P Buch~nan, li!., I 4• 

QJ earb 
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C H A P. earls of Caffilis and Glencairn; the lords Maxwet, 
XXXIII. . 1 01" 1 G h 11 ' ~ Fleming, Somervll e, 1p 1ant, :ey, w o were a 

J54Z· fent to London, and given in cuftody to different noble-

14th Dec. 
Death of 
James the 
Mth. 

Jllen. 

THE king of Scots, hw ring of this difa:fi:er, was afio
nifhed; and being naturally of a melancholic difpofi
tion, as well as endowed with a high fpirit, he loft all 
command of his temper on this difmal occa:lion. Rage 
again:fi: his nobility, who, he believed, had betrayed 

him; fhame for a defeat by fuch unequal numbers; re
gret ·for the paft, fear of the future ; all thefe paffions fo 
wrought upon him, that he would admit of no ' confola

tion, but abandoned himfelf wholly to defpair. His body 
was wafted by fympathy with his anxious mind; and 
even his life began to be thought in danger. He had no. 
iffuc Jiving ; and hearing that his qt:.een was fafely deli
vered, he afked whether fhe had brought him a male or 
female child ? Being told, the latter; he turned himfel£ 
in his bed : " The crown came with a woman," faid he, 
" and it will go with one: Many miferies await thi~ 

" poor kingdom : Henry will make it his own either by · 
" force of arms or by marriage." A few days after, he 
expired, in the Rower of his age ; a prince of confiderable 

virtues and talents; well fitted, by f.is vigilance and per-
fonal courage, for repreffing thofe dibrders, to which hi3 
kingdom, during that age, was fo much expofed. He 
executed jufticc with impartiality and rigour; but as he 

fupportcd the commonalty and the church againft the ra ... 
})inc of the nobility, he efcaped not the hatred of that 
order. The protcfb.nts alfo, whom he oppofed, have 
endeavoured to throw many :flains on his memory; but 

haYe not been able to fix any cor::liderable imp,utation 
upon him 9, 

i~e note [ 0 J at t.he end of the ~olumt-. 
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HE. 1 RY was no 6oner informed of his victory and of C HA P. 
· f · h h h · .n. d J xxxm. *"he death o h1s nep ew, t an e proJeL.Le , as ames ~ 

had forefeen, the fdleme of uniting Scotland to his own 1 543· 

<lominions, by marrying his fon, Edward, to the heirefs 

of that kingdom r. He called together the Scottifh no-

blcs, who were his prifoners; and after reproaching them, 

in fevcre terms, for their breach of treaty, as he pretend-
ed, he began to fo:ten his tone, and propofed to them 

this expedient, by which, he hoped, thofe diforders, fo 
prejudicial to both fiates, would for the future be pre-

vented. He offered to befrow on them their liberty with-

out ranfom; and o:tly required of them engagements to 

favour the marriage of the prince f 'Vales with their 

young miihefs. They were eafily prevailed on to give 

their affent to a pr::>pofal, which feemed fo natural, and 
fo advantageous to both kingdoms; and being conducte<:l 

to N ewcafile, they :leli vered to the duke of Nor folk hof ... 

tages for their return, in cafe the intended nuptials were 

not completed: And they thence proceeded to Scotland, 

where they found ail-airs in fome confufion. 

THE pope, obferving his authority in Scotland to be 
in danger from the fpreading of the new opinions, had 

bcfiowed on Beaton, the primate, the dignity of cardinal, 

in order to confer mJre influence and authority upon him; 
and that prelate had long been regarded as prime minifier 

to J amcs, and as the head of that party, which defended 

the ancient privileges and property of the ecclefiafiics. 

Upon the death of his m after, this man, apprehenfi ve of 

the confequences bcth to his party and to himfclf, endea

voured to keep poffiffion of power ; and for that purpofe, 

he is accufed of executing~ deed, which required a Ligh 
degree of temerity. He forged, it is faid, a will for the king, 

appointing himfelf, and three noblemen more, reg~nts of 

r Stowe, p. sS~, Herbert, Burnet, Buch~n.,n. 

Q.4 
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c H A P. the kingdom during the minority of the infant princds s ~ 
XXX III. 1 a r 1 . a . 11 d . h . L---v---1 At ean:, 10r 11n:onans are not we agree m t c crrcum~ 

iS43· fi-ances of the fact, he had read to James a paper of that 
import, to which that monarch, during the delirium 
which preceded his death, had given an imperfect affent 
and approbatron c. By virtue of this will, Beaton, had 
put himfelf 1n pofTe.ffion of the government; and having 
joined his interefrs with thofc of the queen-dowager, he 
obtained the confent of the convention of fiates, and 
excluded the pretenfions of the earl of Arran .. 

JAMES earl of Arran, of the name of Hamilton, was 
next heir to the nown by his grandmother, daughter of 
J ames III. ; and on that account feemed befi entitled to 
pofTefs that high office, into which the cardinal had in
truded himfelf. The profpect a1fo of his fuccefii.on after 
a princcfs, who was in fuch tender infancy, procured him 
many partizans ; and though his charaCl:er indicated little 
fpirit, activity, or ambition, a propenfity, which he had 
difcovered for the new opinions, had attached to him all 
the zealou:.> promoters of thofe innovations. By means 
()f thefe adherents, joined to the vaffals of his- own fami
ly, he had been able to make oppofition to the cardinal's 
adminifiration; and the fufpicion of Beaten's forgery, 
'\Vith the acceffion of the noblemen, who had been pri
foncrs in E!Ig.land, affified too by fome money, fent 
from London:l was able to turn the balance in his favour. 
The earl of Angus and his brother, having taken the pre
fent opportunity of returning into their native country, 
oppofed the cardinal with all the credit of that powerful 
family; and the majority of the convention had now em
braced oppofitc interefis to thofe which formerly prevailed· 
Arran was declared governor ; the cardinal was commit-

s Sadler's Letters, p. 1Gr. Spotfwood, p. 71, Buchman, lib. I}• 

t Johu Knu.x1 Riftory of the 1eiorm~ti• p, 
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ted to cuftody under the care of lord Seton; and a nego- C H A P. 

· d · h s· R 1 s 1 E xxxnr. ciatwn was commence w1t 1r a ph ad er, the ng- "-'v--J 

liili ambaffaJor, for the marriage of the infant queen with 1"543· 

the prince of \Vales. The following conditions were Treaty witb 
. kl d h h .11... ld . . S Scotlaml. qmc' y agree on; t at t e queen lllOU remam m COt-

land till ihe lhoulJ be ten years of age ; that £he fuould 

then be fent to England to be educated; that fix Scotch 
noblemen fuould immediately be delivered as hoftages to 

Henry; and that the kingdom, notwithfranding its union 

with England, ihould frill retain its laws and privileges u. 

By means of thefe equitable conditions, the war between 
the nations, which had threatened Scotland with fuch dif-

mal calamities, feemed to be fully compofed, and to be 

changed into perpetual concord and amity. 
BuT the cardinal-primate, having prevailed on Seton 

to reftore him to his liberty, was able, by his intrigues, to 

confound all thefe meafures, which appeared fo well con
certed. He affembled the mofr confi.der:1ble ecclefi.aftics; 
and having reprefented to them the imminent danger, to 
which their revenues and privileges were expofed, he per
fuaded them to colleCt privately from the clergy a large 
fum of money, by which, if entrufred to his management, 
he engaged to overturn the fchemes of their enemies w. 

Befides the partizans, whom he acquired by pecuniary 

motives, he rouzed up the zeal of thofe, who were at

tached to the catholic worfuip ; and he reprefented the 

union with England as the fure forerunner of ruin to the 
church and to the ancient religion. The national anti

pathy of the Scotch to their fouthern neighbours was alfo 
an infallible engine, by which the cardinal wrought upon 
the people; and though the terror of Henry's arms, and 
their own inability to make refifiancc, had procured a 
temporary aiTcnt to the alliance and marriage propofed, 

the fettled habits of the nation produced an extreme aver-

~ Sir RaliJh S.11!l~r's Letters. ~ Buchan w1 lib, r 5• 

iion 
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c H A P. fion to thofe meafures. The Engliili ambaffador and his 

XXXIII. • . d · r. It fj r. h h d. '--v---1 tram recetve many tniU s rom perrons w om t_ e car I• 

JS43• nal had infrigated to commit thofe violences, in hopes of 
bringing on a rupture: But Sadler prudently difiembled 
the matter; and waited patiently, till the day appointed 
for the delivery of the hofiages. He then demanded of 
the regent the performance of that important article ; but 
received for anfwer, that his authority was very preca. 
rious, that the nation had now taken a different impref
fion, and that it was not in his power to compel any of 
the nobility to deliver themfelves as hofrages to the Eng
lifh. S:Idlcr, forefeeing the confequence of this refufal, 
fent a fummons to all thofe who had been prifoners in 
England, and required them to fulfil the promife, which 
they had given, of returning into cufi:ody. None of them 
fhowed fo much fentiment of honour, as to fulfil their 
engagements, except Gilbert Kennedy, earl of Caffilis. 
Henry was fo well pleafed with the behaviour of this 
nobleman, that he not only received him gracioufly, but 
honoured him with prefents; gave him his liberty, and 
fent him back to Scotland, w1th his two brothers, whom 
he had left as hoftages x. 

New rup· 
ture. 

THIS behaviour of the Scotti!h nobles~ though it re· 
fleB:ed diihonour on the nation, was not difagreeable to 
the cardinal, who forefaw, that all thefe perfons wou1d 
now be deeply intereftecl to maintain their enmity and op· 
pofition to England. And as a war w:t~ loon e ·petted 
with that kinguom, he f<mnd it neceifary immediately to 

apply to France, and to crave the affifta!1ce of thc:t an-
·cicnt ally, during the prefent difrrefi~ · of the Scotch na~ 
tion. Thou~h the French king v .. .:-ts w1Iy fcnfibJe of his 
interefr in fupporting Scotland, a demand of aid could 
not have been made on him at a more unfcafonab junc 
ture. His pretenlions on the ~.1ilancie, and his rcfent-

x Buchanan, lib, 1 5· 

6 trtent 
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ment againfi Charles, had engaged him in a war with cx~x'iu~· 
that potentate; and having made great, though fruitlefs ~ 
efforts during the preceding campaign, he was the more 1

543• 

difabled at prefent from defending his own dcminions, 

much more from granting any fuccour to the Scots. 

Matthew Stuart, earl of Lenox, a young nobleman of a 

great family, was at that time in the French court; and 

Francis, being informed, that he was engaged in ancient 

and hereditary enmity with the Hamiltons, who had mur-

dered his father, fent him over to his native country, as a 

fupport to the cardinal and the queen-mother: And he 

promifcd, that a fupply of money, and, if neceffary, even 
military fuccours, fhould foon be difpatched after him. 

Arran, the governor, feeing all thefc preparations againft 

him., a Tembled his friends, and made an attempt to get 

the pcrfon of the infant queen into his cufl:ody; but be-

ing repulfed, he was obliged to come to an accornmoda .. 
tion with his enemies, and to entrufi: that precious charge 

to four neutral perfons, the heads of potent families, the 
Grahams, Arefkines, Lindfeys, and Levingfl:ones. The 
arrival of Lenox, in the midfl: of thcfe tranfatl:ions, ferved 

to render the viB:ory of the French party over the Eng-
lifh frill more undifputable r. 

THE oppofition, which Henry met with in Scotland R!lpture 

~ h F h · · · d h" r. dw;th Il'Om t e renc mtngues, exCite 1s re1entment, an France. 

farther confirmed the refol uti on, which he had before 

aken, of breaking with France, and of uniting his arms 

with thofe of the emperor. He had o her grounds of com

p1aint againfi the French king; which, though not of 

great importance, yet being recent, were able to over

balance thofe great injuries, which he had formerly re-

ci\'ed from Charles. He pretend d, that Francis had 

e11gagcd to imitate his example in fcparatin;; himfelf en

tirely from the fee of Rome, ar"!d t. at he had br >en his 

Y Buchanan, lib, J 5· Drummon~. 
prcmife 
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c H A P. promife in that particular. He was diffatisfied', that James, 
~his nephew, had been allowed to marry, firfr Magdalene 

1 543· of France, then a princefs of the houfe of Guife--; and he 
confidered thefe alliances as pledges, which Francis gave 
of his intentions to fupport the Scots againfl: the power of 
England z. He had been informed of fome raillerics, 
which the French king had thrown out againfr his con
duB: with regard to his wives. He was difgufied, th~t 

Francis, after fo many obligations which he owed him, 
had facrificed him to the emperor; and, in the confidence 
of friend!hip, had rafhly revealed his fecrets to that fubtle 
and interefied monarch. And he complained, that regu
lar p'lyments were never made of the fums due to him by 
France, and of the penfion, which had been fiipulated. 
Impelled by all thefe motives, he alienated himfelf from 
his ancient friend and confederate, and formed a league 
with the emperor, who earnefrly courted his alliance. 
This league, befides ftipulations for mutual defence, con
tained a plan for invading France; and the two monarchs 
agreed to enter Francis's dominions with an army, each 
of twenty-five thoufand men; and to require that prince 
to pay Henry all the fums which he owed him, and to 
confign Boulogne, l\r1ontreuil, Terouenne, and Ardres, 
as a fecurity for the regular payment of his penfion for 
the future: In cafe thefe conditions were rejeCted, the 
confederate princes agreed to challenge, for Henry, the 
crown of France, or, in default of it, the dutchies of 
Normandy, Aquitaine, and Guienne; for Charles, the 
dutchy of Bur~undy, and fome other territories a. That 
they might have a pretence for enforcing thefe claims, 
they fent a meffage to Francis, requiring him to renounce 
his alliance with Sultan Solyman, and to make reparation 
for all the prejudice, which Chriftendom had fuffered from 
th:tt unn:1tural confederacy. Upon the French king's re· 

:z Pere Daniel. "' Rymer1 \'Ol, xiv, p. 76S, vol. xv. P• ~· 
1 fufal, 
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fufal, war was declared againft him by the allies. It may c H A P. 

b k h h . f F b. n d XXXI!I. 
e proper to remar , t at t e part1zans o ranee o ~eL.te 1....----v---J 

to Charles his alliance with the heretical king of Eng- 1543. 

land, as no lefs obnoxious than that which Francis had 

contraCted with Solyman : And they obferved, that this 
league was a breach of that folemn promife, which he 
had given to Clement VII. never to make peace or alli-

ance with England. 
WHII.E the treaty with the emperor was negociating, ,_ 2d Jan. 

the king fummoned a new feffion of parliament, in or- A parlia

cler to obtain fupplies for his projetl:ed war with France. ment. 

The parliament granted him a fubfidy to be paid in three 
years: It was levied in a peculiar manner; but exceeded 
not three fuillings in the pound, upon any individual b. 

The convocation gave the king fix fhillings in the pound, 

to be levied in three yyars. Greater fums were always, 

even during the eftabli!hment of the Catholic religion, 
exatl:ed from the clergy than from the laity : Which 
made the emperor Charles fay, when Henry diffolved the 
monaftcries, and fold their revenues, or bcftowed them on 
his nobility and courtiers, that he had killed the hen, 
which brought him the golden eggs c. 

THE parliament alfo facilitated the execution of the 
former law, by which the king's proclamations were made 
equal to ftatutes: They appointed, that any nine coun
fellors ihould form a legal court for puniihing all difobe
dience to proclamations. The total abolition of juries ·n 
criminal caufes, as well as of all parliaments, feemcd, if 

b They who were worth in goods twenty lhillings and upwards to five 

pounds, paid four pence of every pound; from five pounds to ten pounds, 

eight pence; from ten pounds to twenty pounds, fixteen pence; from twenty 

and upwards, two lhill·ngs. Lands, fees, and annuities, from twenty fhil .. 

lings to five pounds, paid eight pence in the pound ; from five pounds to ten 
pounds, fixteen pt•nce; from ten pouncls to twenty pounds1 two fhillings J 

from twenty pounds and upwards, three: !billings. 

c Collier, vol, ii, P• 176• 

th~ 
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C H A P. the kinO" had fo plcafed, t!1e necdfary confcquence of thi 
XXXIII. e 

'--v--' enormous law. He might iffue a proclamation, for the 
'543· execution of a~y penal flatute, and afterwards try the cri

minals, not for breach of the fratute, but for difobedi
ence to his proclamafon. It is remarkable, that the lord 
Mountjoy entered a proteft again:£! this law; apd it i 
equally remarkable, that that protefi is the only one en
tered again:£! any public bill during this whole reign d. 

VvE have taken notice, in the end of the preceding 
chapter, of feme laws regarding religion, which the par
liament paffcd, in order to gratify the king's humour. It 
:was farther enaCl:ed e, this feffion, that every fpiritual pcr
fon, who preached or taught contrary to the doCtrine con
tained in the king's book, the Erudition of a Chrijlian 
man, or contrary to any doctrine which he fhould hence-
forth promulgate, was to be admittetl on the :firfr convic
~ion to renounce his error; on ~he fecond, he was re
quired to carry a faggot; which if he refufed to do, or 
fell into a third offence, 'he was to be burnt. But the 
laity, for the third offence, were only to forfeit their 
goods and chattels, and to be liable to perpetual impri
fonment. lndiB:ments mufr be laid within a year after 
the offence, and the prifoner was allowed to bring wit
neffes for his exculpation. Thefe penalties were lighter 
than thofe which were formerly impofed on a denial of 
the real prcfence: It \Vas, however, fubjoined in this fia
tutc, that the act of the fix arricles was frill in force. But 
in order to make t 1e king more entirely maficr of his 
people, it was enaCted, that he might hereafter, at his 
pleafure, change this act, or any provifion in it. By this 
cb.ufe, both parties were retained in fubjeCl:ion : So far 
~~s regarded religion, the king was invefied, in the fullefr 
mar>ncr, vith the foie legiflative authority in his king
dom : And all his fubjects were, under · the feve!efr pe-

rl Burnet, p. 3·.a. e 34 and 35 Hen. V HI. c. ~· 

nalties, 
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nalties, exprefsly bounll to receive implicitly, whatever C H A P. 

d- n. · rL ld r. d h XXXIII. _ ot..:rnne he mou pl e~ae to recommen to t cm. "--'v--J 

THE reformers began to entertain hopes, that this th1 54'3
1
• 

tz Ju 1• 
great power of the crown might frill be employed in their · 
favour. The ki~g married Catherine Par, widow of Nevil 
lord Latimer ; a woman of virtue, and fom~what in"':' 

clined to the new dotl:rine. By this marriage, Henry 
~onfirmed what had formerly been foretold in jefr, that 

he would be obliged to efpoufe a widow. The king'~ 

league with the emperor feemed a circumfrance no lefs fa'1 

'\'ourable to the catholic party; and thus matters remalne4 

frill nearly balanced between the factions. 
THE advantages, gained by this powerful confederacy.

betwcen Henry and Charles, were inconfiderable during 

the prcfent year. The campaign was opened with a vic

tory, g:1ined by tl:c duke of Cleves, Francis's ally, over 
the forces of the emperor f : Francis, in perfon, took the 

field early; and made himfclf maficr, without refifiance, 

of the whole dutchy of Luxembourg: He afterwards took 

Landrecy, and added fome fortifications to it. Charles, 
having at lafr afTembled a powerful army, appeared in the 
Low Countries; and after taking almofi: every fortrefs in 
the dutchy of Cl~ves, he reduced the duke to fubmit t~ 
the terms, which he was pleafed to prefcribc to him. 

Being then joined by a body of fix thouf..·md Engliih, he 

fat down before Landrecy, and ~overcd the ficge with an 

army of above forty thouf:mcl men. Francis advanced at 

the head of an army not much inferior; as if he intended 

~o give the emperor battle, or oblige him to raife the 

fiege : But while thefe two rival monarchs were facing 

each other, and all men were in expetl:ation of fome great 
event ; the French king found means of throwing fuc
caur into Landrccy, and having thus effctl:cd his pur
po~c, he fkilfully made a retreat. Charier,, finding the 

f ~~e~oires ~u Bel~ay, lib, 1~, 
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c H A P. fcafon far advanced, defpaired of fuccefs in his entcrprize, 
XXXIII. Jr. • • 
~ and found it necenary to go mto wmter-quarters . 

.A!T~i~!~£ THE vanity of Henry was .flattered, by the figure which 
Scotland, he made in the great tranfacrions on the continent: But 

the interefis of his kingdom were more deeply concerned 
in the event of affairs in Scotland. Arran, the governor, 
was of fo indolent and unambitious a characrer, that, had 
he not been fiimulated by his friends and dependants, he 
never had afpircd to any ihare in the adminifl:ration; and 
when he found himfelf overpowered by the party of the 
queen-dowager, the cardinal, and the earl of Lenox, he 
was glad to accept of any terms of accommodation, how
ever diihonourable. He even gave them a fure pledge of 
his fincerity, by renouncing the principles of the reform
ers, and reconciling himfe]f to the Romiih communion 
in the Francifcan church at Stirling. By this weaknefs 
and levity he lo!t his credit with the whole nation, and ren
dered the proteftants, who were hitherto the chief [up
port of his power, his mortal enemies. The cardinal ac
quired an entire afcendant in the kingdom: The queen
dowager placed implicit confidence in him: The gover
nor was obliged to yield to him in every pretenfion: 
Lenox alone was become an obfl:acle to his meafures, and 
reduced him to fome difficulty. 

THE inveterate enmity, which had taken place between 
the f2.milies of Lenox and Arran, made the interefts of 
thefe two noblemen · entirely incompatible; ::md as the 
-cardinal and the French party, in order to engage Lenox 
the more in their caufe, had .flattered him with the hopes 
of fucceeding to the crown after their infant fovereign, 
:this rivalihip had tended fiill farther to rouze the animo
fity of the Harr. tt-.ms. Lcnox too had been encouraged 
to afpire to the marriage of the queen-dowager, which 
would have given him fome pretcnfions to the regency ; 

· .and as he was become affuming, on account of the fer

vices, 
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·1ccs, \vhich he hat! rendered the party, the cardinal c H A P. 
c d h fi h fl_ h r. b . XXX lif. JOUll , t at, mce e mmr c u1e etween the fnendfhip ~ 
of Lcnox and that of Arran, the latter nobleman, -vvho I 54!• 

was more eafil y governed; and who was iavcfrcd with 
prefent authority, was in every refpect preferable. In 
order to 1:emo~e the former, after the eafieit and leaH: ob-
noxious mann~r, he wrote to Francis, with whom he had 
entire credit, by means of the duke of Guiic, father of 
the q ueen-dowagcr ; and after praifing Le 1ox for his pafc 
ferviccs, he reprefented the prefent difficulties and ob-
1huttio 1s, which he occafioned in the adminiil:ration, z..nd 
defired th::tt he might be recalled to France, where he en-
joyed great credit and large pofleflio-!ls· But the impa-
tience of Lenox to attain his purpofes allowed not this 
political artifice leifure to operate. Finding that he was 
not likely to fucceed in his pretenfions to the queen
dowager, and that Arran prevailed in every conteft, he 
retired to Dunbarton, the governor of which was entirely 
4lt his devotion; he entered into a fecret correfpondence with 
the Engliih court; and he fummoned his vaffi1Is and p~r-
tizans to attend him. All thofe who were inclined to the 
proidhnt religion, or were on any account difcontentetl ~ 
with the cardinal's adminifi:ration, now regarded Lenox 
as the head of their party ; and they readily made him a 
tender of the'r fervices. In a little time, he had colleeted 
«.n ahny of t~n thoufand men, and he threatened his ene-
mies with immediate tlcfl:ruB:ion. The cardinal had no 
equal force to oppofc to him; but as he was a prudent mz.n, 
he forefaw, that Lenox could not long fubfifi fo great an 

• army, and he cndeavourc,I to gain time, by opening a 
negociation with him. He fcduced his foilower;:,, by va
rious artifices; he engaged the Douglaffes to change party; 
he reprefented to the whole nation the danger of civil war 
and commotiom: And Lcnox, finding himfelf eno-aged 
in an unequal conteit, was at lafl: obliged to I y down 

VoL. IV. R his 
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c H A P. his arms, and to accept of an accommodation with tht! 
XXXIII. d' 1 p r n. ~ governor and the car ma • re1ent peace was renored ; 

1543• but no confidence took place between the parties. Lenox, 

fortifying his cafiles, and putting himfclf in a pofi:ure of 
defence, waited the arrival of Engli:!h fuccours, from 
whofe affifiance alone he expected to obtain the fuperi? .. 

rity over his enemies. 

tS44· \VHILE the winter feafon refiraincd Henrv from mili-
Jan uary 14. . • . . 
A parlia. tary operations, he fummoned a new parliament; m wh1cli 
ment. a law was paifed, fuch as he was pleafcd to diB:are, with 

regard to the fucceffion of the crown. After declaring, 
that the prince of Wales, or any of the king's male jffue, 
were firfl:: and immediate heirs to the crown, the parlia
ment refiored the two princeifes, Mary and Elizabeth, to 

their right of fucceffion. This feemed a reafonable piece 

of jufl::ice, and correB:ed what the king's former violence 

had thrown into confufion; but it \vas impoffible for. 
Henry to do any thing, how laudable focver, without be

traying, in fome circumftance, his uf~al extravagance and 

caprice : Though he opened the way for thefe two prin
ceifes to mount the throne, he would not allow the atl:s 
to be reverfed, which had declared them illegitimate; he 
made the parliament confer on him a power of frill ex ... 
eluding them, if they refufed to fubmit to any conditions, 

which he :!hould be pleafed to impofe ; and he required 

them to enaB:, that, in default of his own iffue, he might 
difpofe of the crown, as he pleafed, by will or letters pa

tent. He did not probably forefee, that, in proportion as 

he degraded the parliament, by rendering it the paffive 

infl::rument of his variable and violent inclinations, he 
taught the people to regard all its aCts as invalid, and 

thereby defeated even the purpofcs, which he was fo bent 

to attain, 

AN 
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AN act paffed, declaring that the king's ufual !tile C H A P. 
XXXIII. lhould be " King of England, France, and Ireland,~ 

" defender of the faith, and on earth the fupreme head 1 544, 

" of the church of England and Ireland." It feemed a 
palpable inconfiR:ency, to retain the title of Defender of 
the faith, which the fee of Rome had conferred on him 
for maintaining its caufe againfr Luther; and yet fubjoin 
his ecclefiaR:ical fupremacy, in oppofition to the claims of 
that fee. 

AN aB: alfo paffcd, for the remi:ffion of the debt, which 
the king had lately contracted by a general loan, levied 
upon the people. It will cafily be believed, th~t, after 
the former aB: of this kind, the loan was not entirely 
voluntary g. But there was a peculiar circumfl:ance, at
tending the prcfent R:atute, which none but Henry would 
have thought of; namely, that thofe who had already: got 
payment, either in whole or in part, fhould refund the 
fums to the exchequer. 

THE oaths, which Henry impofed fo.t: the fecurity of 
his ecclcfiaR:ical model, were not more reafonable than his 
other meafures. All his fubjeCts of any diR:inB:ion had 
already been obliged to renounce the pope's fupremacy; 
but as the claufes to which they fwore had not been 
deemed entirely fatisfatl:ory, another oath was impofed; 
and it was added, that all thofe who had taken the for
mer oaths, fhould be underfrood to have taken the new 
one h, A R:range fuppofition! to reprefent men as bound 
by an oath, which they had never taken. 

THE moR: commendable law, to which the parliament 
gave their fantl:ion, was that by which they mitigated the 
law of the fix articles, and enacted, that no perfon lhould 

, be put to his trial upon an accufation concerning any of 
the offences comprized in that fanguinary R:atute, except 
on the oath of twelve perfons before commiffioners autho-

g 35 Hen. VIII. c. u. h 35 Hen, VIII, c, t, 

R 2 rized 
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c H A P. rized fo·r that purpofe ; and that no pcrfon :lhould be ar
~ refied or committed to ward for any f uch offence before 

1541• he was indiB:ed. Any preacher, accufed of [peaking in 
his fermon contrary to thefe articles, mufr be indicred 

within forty d2ys. 
· ' THE k!ng always experienced the limits of his autho-

rity, whenever he dem::mded fubfidies, however moderate, 
from the parliament; and, therefore, not to hazard a re

fufal, he made no mention this feffion of a fupply : But 
as his wars both with France and Scotland, as well as 
his ufual prodigality, had involved him in great expence, 
he had recourfc to other methods of filling his exchequer. 

Notwithfianding the former abolition of his debts, he yet 

required new loans from his fubjetl:s : And he enhanced 
gold from forty-five !billings to forty-eight an ounce; 
and filver from three iliillings and nine pence to four fuil
lings. His pretence for this innovation, was to prevent 

the money from being exported; as if that expedient 

could anywife ferve the purpofe. He even coined fome 

bafe money, and ordered it to be current by proclamation. 

He named commiffioncrs for levying a benevolence, and 

he extorted about fcventy thoufand pounds by this expe
dient. Read, 'alderman of London i, a man fomewhat 
advanced in years, having refufed to contribute his {hare, 

or not coming up to the expetl:ation of the commi"fiioners, 
was inrollcd as a foot foldier in the Scotti:lh wars, and was 

there taken prifoner. Roach, who had been equally re
fraCtory, was thrown into prifon, and obtained not his 

liberty but by paying a large compofition k. Thefe 
powers of the prerogative, (which at that time paffed un
quefiioned) the compelling of any man to ferve in any 
office, and the imprifoning of any man during p1eafure, 

not to q1ention the practice of extortin6 loans, rendered 

i He;b~rt. Stowe, p. 588. Baker, p. 292. 

k Goodwi:;'s Annah. Stove, p. sS3. 
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the fovereign, in a manner, abfolute ma:G:er of the pcrfon c H A P. 
XXXlll. 

2nd property of every individual. \.../V""V 

EARLY this year the king fcnt a fleet and army to in- z.sH• 

vade Scotland. The fleet confi:G:ed of near t\vo hundred 
veffels, and carried on board ten thoufand men. Dud~ 

ley lord Liile commanded the fea forces ; the earl of 
Hertford the land. The troops were difemba~kcd near 
Leith; and after difperfing a fmall body which oppofed 
them, they took that town without refi.fl:ance, and then 
marched to Eclinburgh. The gates verc foon beat down 
(for little or no refi:G:ance was made) ; and the Englifu 
firit pillaged, and then fet fire to the city. The regent 
and cardinal were not prepared to oppofe fo grea~ a force, 
and they fled to Stirling. Hertford marched eafl:ward; 
and being joined by a new body under Evers, warden of 
the eaft marches, he laid wafl:e the whole country, burned 
and defiroyed .Haddington and Dun bar, and then retreated 
into Engl.and; hav.ing lofl: only forty men in the v:hc~e 
expedition. The earl of Arran collcB:ed fome forc-::'3; 
but finding that the Engli!h were already departed, • e 
turned them againfl: Lenox, who was jt!fily fufpc8.:ed of 
a correfpondence with the enemy. That nobleman, after 
making fome rdifrance, was obliged to fly into England; 
where Henry fettled a penfion on him, and even gave him 
his niece, lady Margarct Douglas, in marriage. In re-
turn, Lenox fl:ipulatcd conditions, by \-vhich, had he been 
able to execute them, he mufl: hm·c reduced his country 
to total fervitudc I. 

HENR v's policy was blamed in this fuddcn and violent 
incurfion ; by which he inflamed the paffions of the Scots, 
without fubduing their fj)irit; and it v:as commonly faid, 
that he did too much, if he intended to folici an alliance, 
and too little, if he meant a cor1quefl: m. But the reafon 
of his reca.Jling the troops fo foon, was his eagernefs 

l Rymer, vol, n. P• zz, 29. m Herbert, Burnet. 
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C H A P. to carry on a projetl:ed enterprize againft France, in which 
~~he intended to employ the whole force of his kingdom. 

1544. He had concerted a plan with the emperor, which threat
ened the total ruin of that monarchy, and mufi, as a ne
ceffary confequence, have involved the ruin of England. 
Thefe two princes had agreed to invade France with 
forces amounting to above a hundred thoufand men: 
Henry engaged to fet out from Calais : Charles from the 
Low Countries : They were to enter on no fiege; but 
leaving all the frontier towns behind them, to march di
reCtly to Paris, where they were to join their forces, 
and thence to proceed to the entire conqueft of the king
dom. Francis could not oppofe, to thefe formidable pre
parations, much above forty thoufand men. 

1 4th July. HENRY, having appointed the queen regent during his 
~a;r~~~~ abfence, paffed over to Calais with thirty thoufand men, 

accompanied by the dukes of Norfolk and Suffolk, Fitza
lan earl of Arundcl, V ere earl of Oxford, the earl of Sur
rey, Paulet lord St. John, lord Ferrers of Chartley, lord 
Mountjoy, lord Grey of Wilton, Sir Anthony Brown, 
Sir Fra'ncis Bryan, and the mofr flouriihing nobility and 
gentry of his kingdom. The Engliih army was foon 
joined by the count de Buren, admiral of Flanders, with ten 
thoufand foot, and four thoufand horfe ; and the whole 
compofed an army, which nothing on that frontier was 
4tble to reiifr. The chief force of the French armies was 
drawn to the fide of Champagne, in order to oppo(e the 
imperialifrs. 

THE emperor, with an army of near fixty thoufand 
men, had taken the field much earlier than Henry; and 
not to lofe time, while he waited for the arrival of hi~ 
~onfederate, he fat down before Luxembourg, which was 
furrendered to him: He thence proceeded to Commercy 
on the Meufe, which he took: Ligny met with the fame 
fate: He next laid :liege to St. Difier on the Marne, which, 

though 
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though a weak place, made a brave refifrance, under thcC H A P. 
XXXIII • 

.count of Sancerre, the governor, and the ficge was pro- t._-.....--.J 

traCted beyond expeCtation. 'SH~" 

THE emperor was employed before this town at the 
time the Eng1i£h forces were affembled in Picardy. Henry, 
either tempted by the defencelefs condition of the French 
frontier, or thinking that the emperor had firfr broken his 
engagement, by forming fieges, or, perhaps, forefeeing at 
laft the dangerous confequcnces of entirely fubduing the 
French power, infread of marching forward to Paris, f4 
down before Montreuil and Boulogne. The duke of Nor
folk commanded the army before Montreuil: The king 
bimfelf that before Boulogne. V ervin was governor of 
~he latter place, and under him Philip Corfe, a brave old 
foldier, who encouraged the garrifon to defend themfelves 
~o the lafr extremity againfi the Engli!h. He was killed 14th Sept. 

during the courfe of the ficge, and the town was imme-
diately furrendered to Henry by the cowardice ofVervin; 
who was afterwards beheaded for this difuonourable capi
~ulation. 

DuRING the courfe of this liege, Charles had taken St. 
Difier ; and finding the feafon much advanced, he began 
to hearken to a treaty of peace with France, fince all his 
fchemes for fubduing that kingdom were likely to prove 
abortive. In order to have a pretence for deferting his 
ally, he fcnt a rneffeng~r to the Englifu camp, requiring 
Henry immediately to fulfil his engagements, and to meet 
him with his army before Paris. Henry replied, that he 
was too far engaged in the fiege of Boulogne to raife it 
with honour, and that the emperor himfelf had firft 
broken the concert by befieging St. Difier. 'rhis anfwer 
ferved Charles as a fuffi.cient reafon for concluding a peace tSth Sept. 

with Francis, at Crepy, where no mention was made of 
£ngland. He fripulated to give Flanders as a dowry to 

his daughter, whom he agreed to marry to the duke of 

R 4 Orleans, 
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c H A P. Orleans, Francis's fecond [on; and Francis, in return, 
XXXIII. . d . f p· d d S d "---v---' W1th rew h1s troops rom 1c mont an avoy, an re-

¥544· nounced all cla!m to Milan, Naples, and other territo
ries in Italy. This peace, fo auvantageous to Francis, 
w:ts procured, partly by the dccifivc viC!ory obtained in 
the beginning of the campaign by the count of Anguyen 
over the impcrialifb at Cerifolles in Piedmont, partly by 
the emperor's great defire to turn his arms againfi the 
protcfb.nt princes in Germany. Charles ordered his 
troo•1s to feparate from the, Eng1ifh in Picardy; and 
Henry, finding himfelf obliged to raife the fiege of Ivfon~ 

3~th Sept. trcuil, returned into En eland. TLis campaign f~rved, 

to the popuhce1 ~ s matter of great triumph; but all 
men of fenfe concluded, that the kin;; had, as in all his 
former military cntcrprizes, made, at a great expenec, an 
acquifition, which w:1s of no importance. 

TH~ war with Scotland, meanwhile, was condulted 
fccb~y, and with various fuccefs. Sir Ralph Evers, now 
lord Evers, and Sir Bryan Latoun, made ani nrqad intQ 
that kin6dom ; . and having laid wafl:e the counties of 
'riviotdale and t~e Iy1erfe, they proceeded to the abbey 
of Coldingham? which they took poffeffion of, and forti
fied. The governor affembled an army of eight thoufand 
men, in order to diflodge them' from this pofl:; but he had 
no fooner opened his batteries before the place, than a fud
den panic feized him; he left the army, and fled to Dun bar. 
J-Ie complained of the mutiny of his troops, and pretended 
to be afraid left they fhould deliver him into the hands 
pf the Englifh: But his own unwarlike fpirit was gene
rally Lelievcd to have been the motive of t~is d~fhonour
~ble flight. The ~cott~!Jl army, upon t~e departure of 
~heir general, immediately fell into confufion; and had 

ot Angus, v,rith a few of his retainers, brought off the 
cannon, and prote0ed their rear, the ~nglifh might havg 
p"-i~ed n-rcat a~vantages over ~he~. Evers;) elated with 

~ ~h~~ 
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this fuccefs, boaficd to Henry, that he had conquered C H A P. 
XXX Ill. 

all Scotland to the Forth ; and he claimed a reward for ---..--
this important fervice. T'he dul~e of Norfolk, who knew 1544• 

with what difficulty fuch n.c uifitions would be main-
tained againfr a warlike enemy, advifed the Hng tO grant 
him, as his reward, the conque.lh of which he boafl:cd 
[o highly. The next inroad made by the Engli£h, ihew-
cd the vanity of Evers's hopes. 'I'his general led about 1545i 

five thoufand men into Tiviotdale, and was employed 
in ravaging that country; when intelligence was brought 
him, that fome Scotch forces appeared near the abbey of 
Melrofs. Angus had roufcd the governor to more acti-
vity; and a proclamation being iffucd for affcmbling the 
troops of the neighbouring counties, a confiderable body 
had repaired to oppofe the enemy. Norman Lefly, 
fon of the earl of Rothes, lud alfo joined the army with 
fome voluntiers from Fife; and he infpired courage into 
the whole, as well by this acceffion of force, as by his 
perfonal bravery and intrepidity. In order to bring their 
troops to the necefiity of <I rteady defence, the Scottifu 
Jeaders ordered all their cavalry to difmount; and they 
refolved to wait, on ft)IJle high grounds near Ancram, the 
fillault of the ~ngliD . The Englifu, whofe pail: fuccelfes 17th Feb, 

had taught them too much to deq1ife the enemy, thought, 
:when they f<tw the Scotch horfcs led off the iield, that the 
vhole army was retiring ; and they hafiened to attack 
them. The Scots received them in good rder; and be
jng favoured by the advantage of the ground, as well as 
by the furprize of the Englifh, who expected n..._ rcfi.fl:
ance, th y foon putthem to flight, and purfued them with 
confiderable flaughter. Evers and Latoun were both 
killed, and above a thoufand men were made prifoncrs. 
In order to fupport the Scots in this war, Francis, fame 
imc after~ fent C':cr a body of auxiliaries, to the number 

of three thoufand five hunrJrcd men, under the command 
0 
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C H A P. of Montgomery, lord of Lorges k. Reinforced by thefe 
XXXIII. aJr.embled f fi '-'"''V......_,; fuccours, the governor 111 an army o 1fteen 

•Sf5• thoufand men at Haddington, apd marched thence ta 

ravage t~e eafi: borders of E~gland. He laid all wafi:e 
wherever lfc came; and having met with no COJ?fiderable 

refifl:ance, he retired into his own country, ~nd di!band

~d his army. The e4rl of Hertford, in revenge, com

,nitted ravages on the middle and wcfi marches ; and the 

war on both fides was figJ?.alized rather by the ills in

flicted on the enemy, than by any confiderabJc adyantage 

gained by eit~er party. 

THE war likewife between France and England was 
not difring~iihed this year by any memorable event, 

Francis had equipped a fleet of above two hundred fail~ 

befides gallies ; and having embarked fome land forces 

on board, he fent them to r.1akc a defcent in England 1 • 

.. rhey failed to the Ifle of v\i'"ight, where they fqund the 

.Englilh fleet lying at anchor in St. Helen's. It ~~nfifi:ed 
not of above a hundred fail; and the admiral ~hought 

it mofr advifable to remain in that road, in hopes of 

drawing the French into the nar~ow channels and rocks, 

which were unknown to them. The two fleets cannon

aded each other for two days; and except t~e finking 

of the Mary Rofe, one of the largefi ihips of the Eng

lifh fleet, the damage on both fides was inconfiderab!e: 

The French landed troops in the Iile of vVight, and 

ravaged the open country ; but being ;-epulfed by the 

militia, they retired to their }hips, which foon after fet 

!ail for France. They were ao-ain driven bv the wind 
0 ' 

on the coafi of England, where they met with the Eng-

lifh fleet; and a new cannonading enfued, which proved 

no mor~ decifive than the foregoing. It was indeed 

fcarcely poffible, that a fleet at that time could, without 

Buchanan, lib, J 5• D1ummo~d, 
ellay. 

1 Beleair, Memoires du 

boarding, 
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boarding, gain anv confiderable advantage over an ene- C H A P. 

my. The canno; were commonly fo ill fery~d, that a~ 
French writer of memoirs m obferves, as a circumfrance 15~5~ 

fomewhat fingular, that each of thefe numerous fleets, in 
an engagement of two hours, fired full three hundred fhot. 
One {mall veffel !n our time could, without difficulty» 
do thrice as much. 

FRANCis's chief i.ptention, in equipping fo great a 
fleet, was to preve~t the Engliili from throwing fucc~urs 
~nto Boulogne, which he intended to befiegc ; and for 
that purpofe, he ordered a fort to be built, by which he 
propofed to block up the harbour. After a confiderable 
lofs of time and money, the fqrt was found fo ill con
firuB:ed, that he was obliged to abandon it; and though 
he had affembled, on that frontier, an army of near 
forty thoufand men, he was not able to effeCt: any con
fidcrable cnterprize. Be broke into the territory of 
Oyc, a fma11 coul!try, which lies near Calais, and which 
J:Ommonly ferved to fupply the garrifon with provifions; 
and he laid it entirely wafie by fire and fword. Several 
fkirmi~cs enfued between the French and Englifh, in 
one of which the duke of Aumale received a remarkable 
wound. A lance ran into his head between his eye and 
po[e ; anq notwithfianding that the lance broke, and the 

head of it rcrr.ained in the wound, he was not difmount
~d by fo violent a iliock; and the head of the lance be ... 
ing extraCted by a ikilful furgeon, Aumale afterwards 
recovered, and rendered himfelf extremely famous under 
the name of duke of Guife~ Henry, in order to defend 
his poffeffions in France, had levied four~een thoufand 
Germans ; who, having marched to Fleurines in the 
bifhopric of Liege, found that they could advance no 
farther. The emperor would not allow them a paffage 

;~rough his dominions : T~ey received intelligence of a. 

m De Lan~ey, 

fuperior 
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C H A P. fuperior army on the fide of France ready to intercept xxxm. . 
'--r--1 them: Vlant of occupatiOn and of pay foon produced a 

J545· mutiny among them: And having feizcd the Englifu 
commiifaries as a fccu~ity for arrears, they retreated 
into their own country. There fecms to have been 
fome want of forefi.ght in this expenfive armament. 

23d Nov. 
A parlia
pl_ent. 

THE great expence of thefe two wars, maintained by 
Henry, obliged Lim to fum i..1C>l1 a new parliament. The 
commons granted him a fub1!dy, payable in two years, 

of two 1 ·~Engs a pound on , land n : The fpirituality 
voted him fix fhillings a pound. But the parliament, 
apprehenfive left more demands fnould be made upon 
them, endeavoured to fave themfelves by a very extraor

dinary liberality of other people's property: By one 
vote they befrowed on the, king all the revenues of the 
univerfities, as well as of the chauntries, free chapels ~\ 
and hofpitals. Henry was pleafed with this conceffion, 
as it cncrcafcd his power; but he had no intention to 
rob learning of all her endowments ; and he foon took 
care to inform the univerfities, that he meant not to 
touch their revenues. Thus thcfc ancient and celebrated 
cftablifhmenis owe their exi!l:encc to the gcnerofity of the 
king, not to the protetl:ion of this fcrvile and profl:itute 
parliament. 

THE profl:itute fpirit of the parliament farther appeared 

in the preamble of a fbtute P; in which they recognize 

n Thofe •vho poiTeff::J ;;~ods or money, above five pound and belo1v 
ten, were to pay eight pence a pound : Thofe above ten pound, a 
lhilli~g. 

0 A chauntry \•:as a little church, chapel, or particular altar in fome ea· 
thedral chnrch, &c, endowed with lands or other revenues for the main· 

tainance of one or more priells, daily to fay mafs or perform divine ferv1ce, 
for tbe ufe of the founders, or fuch others as they appointed : Free chapels 

were independant on any church, and endowed for much the f..1me purpcf~: as 
the former. Jacob's Law Diet. 

P 37 Htn. VIII, c, 17, 

the 
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tl1e kino- to have always been, by the word of God, fu- c H A P. 
0 XXXIH. 

preme heaJ of the church of England ; and acknowledge, ~ 
that ?.rchbifhops, bifhops, and other ecclefiafiical perfons, J545· 

have no manner of jurifdietion but by his royal mandate: 
To him alone, fay they, and fuch perfon» as he fhall ap
point, full power and authority is given from above to 
hear and determine all manner of caufes ccclefiafiical, 
and to correCl: all manner of herefies, errors, vice , aml 
fins whatfoever. No mention is here made of the con
currence of a convocation, or even of a parliament. His 
proclamations are in effeCt acknowledged to have, not only 
the force of law, but the authority of revelation; and by 
his royal power he might regulate the aCl:ions of m<.n, con
troul their words, and even diretl: their inward fentimcnts 
and opinions. 

THE king made in perfon a fpeech to the parlia ncnt 24th De~:; 

on proroguing them ; in which, a. er thanking them f-or 
their loving attachment to him, which, he faid, equalled 
what was ever paid by their anccfiors to any king of Eng-
pnd, he complained of their di:ffenfions, difputcs, and 
animofities in religion. He told them, that the fevcral 
pulpits were become a kind of batteries againfi each other; 
and that one preacher called another heretic and anabap-
tifr, which was retaliated by the opprobrious -appc1lationi 
of papifi and hypocrite: That he had permitted his peop.e 
the u{e of the Scriptures, not in order to furnifh them with 
~taterials for difpute and railin(r, but that he might enable 
them to inform their confciences and inftruB: their chil-
dren and families: That it grieved his heart to find how 
that precious jewel was profiitutccl, by being introduced 
into the converfation of every alehoufe and tavern, and 
employed as a pretence for decrying the fpiritual and legal 
pafiors : And that he was forry to obferve, that the word 
of God, while it was the obje8: of fo much anxion [pe
culation, had very little influence on their practice ; and 

that, 
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c H A P, that, though an imaginary knowledge fo much abounded, 
XXXIII. . cl .1 . cl Th k. "I '-v--J chanty was at y gomg to ecay q. e mg gave goou 

ISH· advice; hut his own example, by encouraging [pecula
tion and difpute, was ill fitted to promote that peaceable 
fubmiffion of opinion, which he recommended. 

:)546, HENRY employed in military preparations the money 
granted by parliament; and he fent over the earl of Hert

ford, and lord Lifle, the admiral, to Calais, with a body 
of nine thoufand men, two thirds of which confified of 
foreigners. Some fkirmilhes of finall moment enfued 
with the French; and no hopes of any con:fiderable pro
grefs could be entertained by either party. Henry, whofe 
animo:fity againft Francis was not violent, had given fuf
ficient vent to his humour by this fhort war; and find-

• ing, that, from his great encreafe in corpulence and de
cay in ftrength, he could not hope for much longer life, 
he was de:firous of ending a quarrel, which might prove 
dangerous to his kingdom during a minority. Francis 
likewife, on his part, was not averfe to peace with Eng
land; becaufe, having lately loft his fon, the duke of 
Orleans, he revived his ancient claim upon l\1ilan, and 
forefaw, that hoftilities muft foon, on that account, 

1th June. break out between him and the emperor. Commiffioners, 
Peace with • 
France and ther€fore, havmg met at Campe, a fmall place between 
s~otland, Ardres and Guifncs, the articles were fcon agreed on, 

and the peace figned by them. The chief conditions 
were, that Henry fhould ret<)in Boulogne during eight 
years, or till the former dylSt due by Francis !hould be 
paid. This debt was fettfed at two millions of livres, 
befides a claim of 5oo,ooo livres, which was afterwards 
to be adjufted. Francis took care to comprehend Scot
land in the treaty. Thus all that Henry obtained by a 
war, which cofl: him above one million three hundred 

~ 

'J Hall, fol, 261, Herbert, P• 534• 

~nd 
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nd forty thoufand pounds fierling r, was a bad and a charge- c H A @ 

able fecurity for a debt, whi<;h was not a third of the value.~ 
THE king, now freed from all foreign wars, had Iei- 1 5~-• 

fure to give his attention to domefiic affairs ; particularly 
to the efiablifhment of uniformity in opinion, on which 
he was fo intent. Though he allowed an Englifh tranf-
lation of the Bible, he had hitherto been very careful to 
keep the mafs in Latin ; but he was at lafr prevailed on 
to permit, that the Litany, a confiderable part of the 
fervicc, fhould be celebrated in the vulgar tongue; and 
by this innovation, he excited anew the hopes of the re
formers, who had been fome,vhat difcouraged by the 
fevere law of the fix articles. One petition of the new 
Litany was a prayer to fave us from the tyranny of the 
hijhop of Rome, and from all his detejlable enormities. Cran-
mer employed his cn::oit to draw Henry into farther inno
vations; and he took advantage of Gardiner's abfence, 
who was fcnt on an embaffy to the emperor: But Gar-
diner, having writ to the king, .that, if he carried his 
oppofition againfi: the catholic religion to greater extre-
mities, Charles threatened to break off all commerce with 
him, the fuccefs of Cranmer's projects was for fome time 
retarded. Cranmer loft this year the mofi fincere and 
powerful friend that he poffeffed at court; Charles Bran-
don, duke of Suffolk: The queen-dowager of France, 
confort to Suffolk, had died fome years before. This 
nobleman is one inftance, that Henry was not altogether 
incapable of a cordial and fteady friendfhip; and Suffolk 
feems to have been entirely worthy of the favour, which~ 
from his earliefr youth, he had enjoyed with his mafier. 
The king was fitting in council when informed of Suf ... 
folk's death; and he took that opportunity both to ex-
prefs his own forrow for the lofs, and to celebrate the 
tnerits of the deceafed. He declared, that, during the 

r Herbe-rt, Stowe. 

whole 
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c H A P. whole courfe of their friendfh.ip, his brother-in-laW 
XXXIII. d · · d [; .1 
~had never ma e one attempt to 111J ure an a ver ary, anu 

1546. had neyer whifpered a word to the difadvantage of any 
perfon. " Is there any of you, my lords, who can fay 
" as much ?" When the king fubjoined thefe words, 
he looked round in all their faces, and faw that confufion, 
which the confcioufnefs of fecret guilt naturally threw 

upon them s. 

CRANMER himfelf, when bereaved of this fupport, 

was the more expofed to thofc cabals of the courtiers, 

which the oppofition in party and religion, joined to the 

ufual motives of intereft, rendered fo frequent among 

Henry's minifl:ers and counfellors. The catholics took 

hold of the king by his paffion for orthodoxy ; and they 
reprefented to him, that, if his laudable zeal for inforce~ 

ing the truth met with no greater fuccefs, it was altogc~ 

ther owing to the primate, whofe example and encourage~ 

ment were, in reality, the fecret fupports of herefy. 
Henry, fecing the point at which they aimed, feigned a 
compliance, and defired the council to make enquiry into 
Cranmer's conduCt:; promi:fing that., if he vvcre found 

guilty, he would commit him to prifon, and bring him 

to condign puniihm_ent. Every body now confdercd 

the primate a loft ; and his old friends, from mercenary 

views, as well as the oppofite party, from animofity, be
gan to iliow him marks of" neglect and difregard. He 
was obliged to fland feveral hours among the lacqucys at 

the door of the cow1cil-ch~mber, before he could be ad
mitted; and when he was at laft called in, he was told, 
that they had determined to {end him to the Tower. 
Cranmer faid, that he appealed to the Hng himfelf; and 

finding his appeal difregarded, he produced aJing, which 
Henry had given him as a pledge of favour and proteCtion. 

The council were confounded; a~d when they came be-

s Coke's I.r.ft. C<1p. 99• 
fore 
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fore the king, he reproved them in the feverefl: terms, C H A P. 

XXXIII. and told them, that he w:ls well acquainted with Cr~n- '---v--1 

mer's merit, as well as with their malignity and envy: 1 546• 

But he was determined to crufh all the·r cabals, and to 
teach them, by the fever fl: difcipline, fince gentle me-
thods were ineffcB:ual, a more dutiful concurrence in pro
moting his fervice. J:':T orfolk, who was Cranmer's capital 
enemy, apologized for their conduCl:, and faid, tliat their 
only intention was to fet the primate's innocence in a full 
light, by bringing him to an open trial : And Henry 
obliged them all to embrace him, as a fign of their cor-
dial reconciliation. The mild temper of Cranmer ren-
dered this agreement more fim:ere on his part, than is 
ufual in fuch forced compliances r. 

BuT thourrh Henry's favour for Cranmcr rendered ~erfrcu.; 
b uons. 

fruitlefs all accufations againfl: him, his pride and pee-
vifhnef:;, irritated by hi declining fl:ate of health, impelled 
him to punifh with frefh feverity all others, who prefum
ed to entertain a different opinion from himfclf, particu
larly in the capital point of the real prefence. Anne 
Afcue, a young woman of merit as well as beauty u, who 
had great conncxions with the chief ladies at court, and 
with the queen herfclf, was accufed of dogmatizing on 
that delicate article; and Henry, infi:ead of {hewing in
dulgence to the wcaknefs of her fcx and age, ·was but the 
more provoked, that a woman fhould dare to oppofc his 
theological fentimcnts. She was prevailed on by Bon
ner's menaces to make a fccmitig recantation; but :lhe 
qualified it with fome rcfcrves, which did not fatisfy that 
zealous prelate. She was thrown into prifon, and ibe there 
employed herfelf in compcfing prc.yers and difcourfes, by 
which !he fortified her refolution to endure the utmoil: 
extremity rather than relinqui{h h~r religious principles. 

t Burnet, vol. i. !'· 343, 344· Ar.t:q. Brit, in vita Cranm. 
u Bale, Speed, 7 8o, 

VoL. IV. s She 
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c H A P. She even wrote to the king, and told him , that, as to 
~ the Lord's Supper, fne believed as much as Chrifr him-

1546. feV had faid of it, and as much of his divine doctrine as. 
the catholic chu:ch h::td required : But while ihe could 

not be brought f() acknowledge an afTent to the king's 

eYplications, this declaration availed her nothing, and 

was rather regarGed as a fre!h infult. The chancellor, 

Wriothefely, who had fuccecJ~d Audley, and who was 
:nuch attached to the c2t.1olic party, was fent to examine 

her \Vith regard to her patrons at couJt, and the great la
dies who were in correfpondence with her : But fh~ 

maintained a laud b1e fidelity to her friends, and would 

eonfefs nothi!lg. She was put to the torture in the mofi: 
b~; rbarous manner, and continued :fl:ill reiolute in pre

ferving fecrccy. Some authors ·.v add an extraordinary 

cir~ umilance ; That the chancellor, who flood by, or

dered tile lieutenant of the Tov;er to frretch the rack fl:ili 

farther; but that officer refufed compliance with the 

cruelty: 'I t c chancellor menaced him; but met with a 
new refufal : Upon which that magifira!:c, who was other

wife a pcrfon of merit, but intoxicated with religious 

7,ca1, put his own h:1nd to the rack, and drew it fo vio

lently that he almoi1: tore her body afunder. Her con

ibmcy itill furpafied tLe barbarity of her perfecu!:ors, and 
they found all their efFort.> to be baffled. She was then 

cc,n 'cmn d LObe burned alive; and be~ng fo dit ocated bf 
th·~ rack, that !he coulJ not t3.nd, !he was carried to the 

flake in a chair. Together w;th her, were cond utl:ed 

Nicl olas Eeknian, a priefr, J obn Laffels of the king's. 

family) and J o!1n A dams a tailor, who had been con

demned for the t'lme crime to the fam, puni{hmcnt. T hey 
were all tied to the flake ; and in tl.at dreadful fituationr 

w· Fox, vel. ii. p. 578. Spe(!d, p. 780. Baker, P• Z')9• Bu t Burnet 

queftions the truth of this circumftance: Fox, howcvc!·, tranfcribcs her own 

paper, whrrc ihe relates it. I muil add, in juftice to the king, that he dif· 

:iipinoved of W1iothefely' s conduct, and commenJed the lieutenant . 
the 7 
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he chancellor fent to inform them, that tLeir pardon was c H A P. 
XXXIJI ready drawn and figned, and fhould inftantly be given~ 

them, if they would merit it by a recantation. 'I'hey 154 • 

only regarded this offer as a new ornament to their crown 
of martyrdom ; and they faw with tranquillity the execu-
tioner kindle the flames, which confumed them. 'Vrio-
thefely did not confider, that this public and noted fitua-
tion intercfted th~ir honour the more to maintain a ftcady 
perfeverance. 

THOUGH the fecrecy and fidelity of Anne Afcue faved 
the queen from this peril, that princefs foon after fell into 
a new danger, from whicl !he very narro •ly efcaped. 
An ulcer had broken out in the king's leg, which, added 
to his extreme corpulency and his bad habit of body, be
gan both to threaten his life, and to render him, even 
more than ufual, pecvifh and paffionate. The queen, 
during this time, attended him with the mofl: tender and 
dutiful care, and endeavoured, by every foothing art and 
compliance, to allay thofc gufts of humour, to which 
he \Vas become fo fu bjcB-. His favourite topic of con
verfation was theology; and Catherine, whofe good 
fcnfe enabl~d her difCourfe on any fubjeB-, was fre
quently engaged in the argument; and being fecretly 
inclined to the principles of the reformers, !he un
warily difcovercd too much of her mind on thefe oc
cafions. Henry, highly provoked, that fhe fhould pre
fume to differ from him, complained of her obfi:inacy 
to Gardiner, who gladly laid hold of the opportunity to 
inflame the quarrel. He praifcd the k.ing's anxious con
cern for preferving the orthodoxy of his fubjeCl ; and 
reprefcnted, that the more clev~ted tbe pcrion was who 

was chafl:ifed, and the more near to his perfon, the greater 
terror v,rould the 'example fi:rike into very one, and the 

more glorious would the facrifice appear to po:fl:erity. 
'Fhe chancellor, being confulted, was eng<!ged by reli-

S 2 o-ious 
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C H A p, o-ious zeal to fecond thefe topics ; and Henry, hurrierl 
XXXIJI. ::::> • d db }' \,.r'\~ on by his own Impetuous temper, an encourage y liS 

• J 546. counfe1lors, went fo far as to order articles of impeach
ment to be drawn up againfr his con fort- W riothefely 
executed his commands; and foon after brought the pa
per to him to be figned: For as it was high treafon to 
throw flander upon the queen, he might otherwife have 

been qucfi:ioned for his temerity. By fome means, this 
important paper fell into the hands of one of the queen's 
friends, who immediately carried the intelligence to 
her. She was fenfible of the extreme danger, to which 
!he was expofcd ; but did not defpair o( being able, 
by her prudence and addrcfs, frill to elude the efforts 

of her enemies. She paid her ufual vifit to the king, 
and found him in a more ferene difpofition than fhe 
had reafon to expeCt. He entered on the fubjetl-, 
which was fo familiar to him ; and he feemed to chal
lenge her to an argument in divinity. She gently de
clined the converfation, and remarked, that fuch pro

found fpeculations were ill fuitcd to the natural imbecil
lity of her feA:. Women, fue faid, by their firft creation, 
were made fubje8: to men : The male was created after 
the image of God ; the female after the image of the 
male: It belonged to the hutband to chufe principles for 

his wife; the wife's duty was, in· all cafes, to adopt im
plicitly the fentiments of her huiband : And as to herfelf, 
it was doubly he; duty, being blefi: with a huiband, who 
was qualified, by his judgment and learning, not only to 
chufe principles for his own family, but for the mofi wife 
and knovving of every nation. " Not fo! by St.lVIary," 
replied the king, " you are now become a doB:or, Kate; 
" and better fitted to give than receive infhuCtion." She 

meekly replied, that fhc W<'-S fenfible how little fhe was in
titled to thefe praifes; that though fue ufually declined not 
any converfation, howeyer fublime, when propofed by 
his majefiy, fue well knew, that her conceptions could 

5 ferve 
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fcnre to no other purpofe than to give him a little mo- C H A P. 
. XXXIII. 

mentary amufcmcnt; that fhe found the converfat10n apt -"'· ~ 

to Ianguifh when not revived by fome oppofition., and fhe 1 546. 

had ventured fometimes to feign a contrariety of fenti-
ments, in order to give him the pleafure of refuting her; 

and that fhe alfo propofed, by this innocent artifice, to 

engage him into topics, whence, fhc had obfervcd by fre-
quent experience, that fhe reaped profit and in:fl:ruB::ion .. 
" And is it fo, fweethcart ?" replied the king, "then we 
" are perfeCt: friends again." He embraced her with 
gn~at affeB::ion, and fent her away with affurances of his 
proteB::ion and kindnefs. Her enemies, who knew nothing 
of this fudden change, prepared next day to convey her 
to the Tower, purfuant to the king's warrant. Henry and 
Catherine were converfing arnicab!y in the garden, when 

the chancellor appeared witn forty of the purfuivants. 

'rhe king fpoke to him at fome difrance from her; and 
fecmed to expofru1ate with him in the fcvereft manner: 

·She even overheard the terms of knave, fool, and bea.Jl, 
which he very liberally beftowed upon that magifrn.te; 
and then ordered him to depart his prefence. She after-

wards interpofed to mitigate his anger: He faid to her, 

" Poor foul ! you know not how ill intitled this man 
~' is to your good offices." From thenceforth, the queen, 

having narrowly efcaped {o great a danger, was careful 
not to offend Henry's humour by any contradiB::ion; and 
Gardiner, whofe malice had endeavoured to widen the 
breach, could never afterwards regain his favour and good 
opinion x. 

BuT Henry's tyrannical difpofition, foured by ill 
health, bur:fl: out foon after to the deftruCl:ion of a man, 
who poifeifed a much fuperior rank to that of Gardiner. 
'rhe duke of Norfolk and his father, during this whole 

x Burnet, vol. i, p. 344• Herbert, p. 56o. Speed, P• 780, Fox's Afu 
a~c Monuments, \'Ol. ii, p. 58. 

s ~ reign, 
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c H A P • rei o-n, and cv'n a great part of tl c foregoing, h:1d been 
XXXITI. o n. .. r b' o. . h k' d cl } cl ~ regarded as tl:e greate1.t: 1u JCCLS m t c mg om, an 1a 

1546. rende:-ed confrlcrablc fervices to the crown. The duke 
himfelf had ia his youth acquired reputation by naval 
cntcrprizes : He had much contributed to the victory 
over the Scots at Flouden: He had fup1 rdfcd a danger
ous rebellion :n the North : And he had always done his 
1art with horour in all the ex1 editions ag?.inft France. 
Fortune fecrr.cd to confpirc with his own indu:fh_r, in 
raifing him to the highefr elevation. Fro n the favour· 
heaped on him by the cro\vn, he hacl a quired an immenfc 
cftate: The king had· fucceffively been married to two 
of his nieces; and the king's natural fon, the duke of 
Richmond, htd married his daughter: Bdides his defcent 
from the ancient family of the Moubrays, by which he 
was allied to the throne, he had efpoufcd a daughter of 
the cl uke of Buckingham, who was dcfcended by a fcma1e 
from Edwarc Ill. : And as he was believed frill to ad
here fecrctly to the ancient religion, he was regarded, 
abroad and a: home, as the head of the catholic party. 
But all.thefe :::ircumftances, in proportion as they exalted 

the duke, prcvokcd the jealoufy of Henry; and he fore

faw danger' curing his fen's minority, both to the public 
ranquillity, and to the new cccldiafi:ical fyfiem, from 

the attempts of fo potent a fubject. But nothing tended 
more to cxp.)fe Nor folk to the king' vengeance, than 
the prejudice~, which Henry had entertained againft the 
earl of Sur~·e~, fon of that nobleman. 

SuRREY was a young man of the mofr promifing 
~opcs, and lad difi-ingui!hed himfclf by every accom-

li{hment, which bec~me a fcholar, a covrticr, and a fo1~ 
.:icr. He cx•;el!ccl in all the milit.ary exercifes, which 
were then in req udl: : He encouraged the fine arts by his 
patronage an:l example: He had made fome fucccfsful, 

:attemr~s ~n fOetry.; and being fmit with the romanti~ 

g21lantry 
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allantry of that age, he celebrated the praifes of his mif- C H A P. 

r. b h" d h" 1 . r d XXXIl1. tre1s, y IS pen an IS ance, m every rnatque an tour-~ 

nament. His fpirit and ambition were equal to his ta- Is~oG. 

lents and his quality; and he did not always regulate his 

conduCt by that cautioH. and refen'e, which his fituat!on 

required. He had been left governor of Boulogne, when 

that town was taken by Henry; but tho1gh his perfonal 

bravery was unquefl:ioned, he had been unfortunate in 

fome rencounters with the French. The king, fomcwhat 

<Iifplcafcd with his conduCt, had fent ever Hertford to 

command in his place; a:1d Surrey was fo imprudent as 

to drop feme menacing cxpreffions agai11fl: the minifl:ers, 

on account of this affront, which was put upon him. 
And as he had refufed to marry Hertford's daughter, anu 

even waved every other propofal of marriage ; Henry 
it 1agined, that he had entertained views of eli)ouftng the 

~ady .l.V1ary; and he was in:ftantly determined to repref.~, 
by the moH: fevere expedients, fo d:.:ngero:1s an ambition. 

AcTuATED by a!l thefe motives, and perhaps inRu-

cnced by that old difgu:ft, v.rith which the ill conduCl: of 
Catherine Howard had infpircd him againft her whole fa-
mily, he gave private orders to arre:ft Torfolk and Su~ 
rey; and they were on the fame day confined in tLe 

'I'owcr. Surrey being a commoner, his trial 'vas the yz•h Dec. 

more exp~ditious ; and as to proofs, nei~her p:!.rliaments 

nor juries feem ever to luv(! given the leaft ~lttention to 1547, 

them in any caufe of the crO\vn, during this whole reign. 

He was accufed of entcrt2-ining in his funily fome Ita- :Execution 

1. h fi'F l b r.. r. fh. h d oftl.eearl Jans w o were ujpellec, to e 1p1es; a 1ervant c IS a of Surrey. 

paid a vifit to cardinal Pole in Italy, whence he was .fuf-
peaed of holding J1. corrcfpondence with that obnoxious 

prelate; he had quartered the arms of Edward the Con-

feffor on his fcutchcon, which made him be fitfpeEled qf 
;1fpiring to the crown, thouo-h bota he ~llld his anceftors 

had openly, during the courfe of q1any years, rflaiJltained 

$ + that 
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c H A P. dat praCtice, and the heralds had even jufiified it by their 
XXXIII. . T r. h . c h" h . \...--v--...J authonty. he1e were t e cnmes, 10r w 1c a JUry, not-

1547• '"ithfranding his eloquent anclfpirited defence, condemned 
the earl of Su:rey for high treafon; and their fentence 
,,·as foon after executed upon him. 

Att~inderof THE innocence of the duke of Norfolk was frill, if 
the duke of ff'bl h 1 f h' fl h' r. Norfolk. p) 1 e, more apparent t an t 1:!t o 1s 1011 ; as IS 1er-

v.ces to the crown had been greater. His dutchefs, with 
-whom he lived on bad terms, had been fo bafe as to carry 
intelligence to his enemies of all !he knew againfi: him: 
Elizabeth Holland, a mifhefs of his, hac.l been equally 
f11.bfervicr.t to the defigns of the court: Yet with all thefe 
ahantages his accufcrs difcovercd no greater crime, than 
his once faying, that tl1e ' ing was fickly, and could not 
hold out long; and the kingdom was likely to fall into 
diforders, through the diverfity of r ligious opinions. He 
vrotc a mofi: pathetic letter to the king, pleading his pafr 
fervices, and protefiing his innocence : S>oon after, he 
enbraced a more proper expedient for appealing Henry, 
by making a fubmi:lllon and confeilion, fuch as his ene
mies required :. But nothing could mollify the unrelent-

N·th Jan. i.ng temper of the king. He dfembled a parliament, as 
the furefi and mofi expeditious inftrument of his tyranny; 
arrd the houfe of peers, without e. ·amining the prifoner, 
vithout trial or evidence, paued a bill of attainder againfl: 
him, and fent it down to the commons. Cranmer, 
though engaged for many years in an oppofitc party to 
Norfolk, <1-nd though he had received many and great in
juries from him, would have no hand in fo unjuft,a pro
fecution ; and he retired to his feat at Croydon Y. The 
king was now approaching fafi: towards his end ; and 
fearing left Norfolk :lhould efcape him, he fent a meffage 
to the commons, by which he defired them to hafi:en the 
bill, on pretence, that Norfolk enjoyed the dignity of 

Y Burnet, vol, i. p. ~.-tS~ Fox. 

eat! 
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earl madhal, and it was nccdfary to appoint another, who C H A P. 

ffi . h !i . f . a 11. h. XXXIII, might o c1ate at t e en umg ceremony o mna mg rs ~ 
.t.On prince of "\Vales. The obfequious commons obeyed '54i 

his directions, though founded on fo frivolous a pretence; 

and the king, having affixed the royal affent to the bill 
by commiffioncrs, iflucd orders for the execution of Nor-
folk on the morning of the twenty-ninth of January. 
But news being carried to the Tower, that the king him-
felf had expired that night, the lieutenant deferred obey-
ing the warrant; and it was not thought advifable by the 

council to begin a new reign by the death of the greate:fl: 
nobleman in the kingdom, who had been condemned by 
a fentence fo unjufi: and tyrannical. 

THE king's health had long been in a declining frate; 
but for fcveral days all thofe near him plainly faw his 
end approaching. He was become fo froward, that no 
une durfr inform him of his condition ; and as fome per
fans, during this reign, had undergone the puni!hment 

of traitors for foretelling the king's death z, every one 
was afraid, 1ell, in the tranfports of his fury, he might, 
on this pretence, inflict death on the author of fuch 
friendly intelligence. At laft, Sir Anthony Denny ven
tured to difclofe to him the fatal fecrct, and exh~rted him 
to prepare for the fate, which was awaiting him. He 
exprefled his refignation; and defired that Cranmer might 
be fent fer: But before that prelate arrived he was fpeeeh
lcfs, though he frill fecmed to retain his fenfes. Cran-

mer defired him to give fome fign of his dying in the faith Deat~ or 
of Chrift: He fqucczed the prelate's hand, and immedi- thekmg, 

ately expired, after a reign of thirty-fevcn years and nine 

months; and in the fifty-fixth year of his age. 
THE king had made his will near a month before his 

pemife ; in which he confirmed the dcftination of parlia

fllent, by le~ving the crown firft to prince Edward, then 

7- Lanquet's Epitome of chrcnicles in the year JS fl• 
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c f A • to the lady Mary, next to the lady Elizabeth: The two 
x •. xnt. · rr. h bl' d d h 1 f r r · · h · ---v-- pnnceues • e o 1ge , un er t e pena ty o 10fie1tmg t e1r 

:rs'f·7• title to the crown, not to marry without confent of the 
council, which he appointed for the government of his 
minor fon. After his own children, he fettled the fuc
ceffion on Franccs Brandon, marchioncfs of Dorfet, el
defr daughter of his fifrer, the French queen; then on 
Eleanor, countefs of Cumberland, the fecond daughter. 
In paffing over the pofrerity of the queen of Scots, his 
ddeft fifter, he made ufe of the power obtained from par
liament; but as he fubjoined, that, after the failure of the 
},rench qucen's poftcrity, the crown fhould defcend to the 
next lawful heir, it afterwards became a quefrion, whether 
thefe words could be applied to the Scottifh line. It \vas 
thought, that thefc princes were not the next heirs after 
the houfc of SufFolk, but before that houfe; and that 
H enry, by exprcffing himfelf in this manner, meant en
tirely to exclude them. The late injuries, \vhich he had re
ceived frcm the Scots, had irritated l im extremely againft 
that nation ; and he maintained to the Iaft that character 
of v :~lcnce and caprice, by which his life had been fo 
mu.ch di:fl:inguifhed. Another circumfrance of his will 
may fuggefr the fame reflection with regard to the ft:range 
contrari tie of his temper and conduct: He left money 
for maili s to e faid for delivering his foul from purga
tory; and though he de:fl:royed dl thofe infl:itutions, cfia
tlifhed by hi · ancefi:ors and others, for the benefit of their
fouls ; an..:l had even left the doctrine of p• rgatory doubt
ful in <lll the articl s of faith, which he promulgated 
during hi.:: later years ; he was yet determined, when the 
hour of d ath was approaching, to take care, at leafr, 
o his own future rel?ofe, and to adhere to the fafer .{ide of 
the queftion a, 

:: S'!e his wi ll jn Fuller, Heylin, and Rymerl p. pc. There is no redcn• 
able groun~ to fu !?ect its authenticityq 



~D. H .E N R Y . VIII. 

TT is difficult to o-ive a jufi fummary of this prince's c H A P. 
o d·rr f h. r. If . d·rr XXXIII. qualities : He was fo merent rom ltntC 111 Inerent \./V".J 

parts of his reign, that, as is well remarked by lord Her- . 1547. 
· H1s characo 
bert, his hifi:ory is his bcfr charaB:er and defcription. The ter .. 

abfolutc, uncontrouled authority which he maintained at 
home, and the regard which he acquired among foreign 
nations, are circumfrances, which entitle him, in fome 
degree, to the appellation of a great prince ; while his ty-

ranny and barbarity exclude him from the charaCter of 
a good one. He poffeffed, indeed, great vigour of mind, 
which qualified him for exercifing dominion over men; 
courage, intrepidity, vigilance, inflexibility: And though 
thefe qualities lay not always under the guidance of a regu-
lar and folid judgment, they were ac,companied with good 
parts, and an extenfive capacity; and, every one dreaded a 
contefr with a man, who was known never to yield or to 
forgive, and who, in every contro\'erfy, was determined, 
either to ruin himfelf or his antagonifr. A catalogue of 
his vices would comprehend many of the worfi: qualities 
incident to httman nature: Violence, cruelty, profufion, 
rapacity, injufrice, obfcinacy, arrogance, bigotry, pre

fumption, caprice: But neither was he fubjccr to all thefe 
vices in the mofr extreme degree, nor vvas he, at inter-
vals, altogether deilitute of virtues: He \Vas fincere, open, 
gallant, liberal, and cap:1ble at leaft of a temporary friend-
ihip and attachment. In this rcfpcB: he was unfortunate, 
that the incidents of his reign fcrved to difplay his faults 
in t.1eir full light : The treatment, which he met with 
from the court of Rome, provoked him to violence ; the· 
danger of a revolt from his fuperfiitious fubjeB:s, feemed 
to require the 1:;1o1l: xtr me fcverity. But it muft, at the 
fame time, b :1c!~no · Jcdged, that his fituation tended to 
hro v an additional 1 ft ·con what was great and magna

pimous in his charaCter: The mulation between the em

~ror an the ··~·en h ki1~o- rendered his alliance, notwith

!tanding 
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c H A P. fhmding his impolitic conduct, of great importance in 
xxxrn. ' E ~rh fi f h. . d ~ urope: c exten tve powers o Is prerogative, an 

1517· the fubmiffive, not to fay flavifh, difpofition of his par

liaments, made it the more eafy for him to affume and 

maintain that entire dominion, by which his reign is 

fo much diftinguifued in the E•.,ztiih hiftory. 

IT may feem a little extraordinary, that, notwithfhnd

ing his cruelty, his extortion, his violence, his arbitrary 

adminiftration, this prince not only acquired the regard 

of his fubjects; but never was the object of their hatred: 

He feems even in fome degree to have poHeffed, to the 

laft, their love and affeB:ion b. His exterior qualities 

were advantageous, and fit to captivate the multitude: 

His mag11ificence :md perfonal bravery rendered him illuf

trious in vulgar eyes : And it may be faid, with truth, 

that the Engli!h in that age were fo thoroughly fubducd, 

that, like eaftern . flaves, they were inclined to admire 

thofc aB:s of violence and tyranny, which were cxcrcifed 

over themfelves, and at their own expcncc. 

"\V IT n regard to foreign fratcs, H::nry appears long to 

have fupportccl an intcrcom·fe of fricndfhip with Francis, 

more fincere and difinterefrcd th~n ufually takes place 

between neighbouring princes. Their common jealoufy 

of the emperor Charles, and fome refemblance in their 

characters, (though the comparifon fets the French mo

narch in a very fuperior and advantageous light) fervcd 

as the cement of their mutual amity. Francis is faid to 
have been affected with the kin,)"'s death, and to have ex-o . . 
preifed much regret for the lofs. His own health began 

to decline : He foretold, that he ihould not long fur

vive his friend c: ·And he died in about tw·o months after 
him. 

Mifcdlane- THERE were ten parl~amcpts fummoned by Henry 
<>u~ tranfac- VIII. and twenty-three feffions held. The whole time, 
twas. 

b St~ype, vol. i, p. z8g, c Le Thou. 

in 
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in which thefe parliaments fat durine: this lon9" reign, ex- C H A P • 
...., 

0 XXXIII 
ceedcd not three years and a half. It amounted not to a ~ 
twelvemonth during the fidl: twenty years. The innova- 1 547· 

tions in religion obliged the king afterwards to call thefe 

affembiies more frequently : But though thefe were the 
mofi important tranfaB:ions that ever fell under the cog-
nizance of parliament, their devoted attachment to 
Henry's will, added to their carnefi defirc of foon return-

ing to their country feats, produced a quick difpatch of 

the bills, and made the fcffions of fhort duration. All the 

king's caprices were, indeed, blindly complied with, and 

no regard was paid to the fafety or liberty of the fubjrCl. 
Befides the violent profecution of whatever he was plcafed 

tO term herefy, the laws of trcafon were multiplied be-
yond all former precedent. Even words to the difparage-
ment of the king, queen, or royal iffue, were fubjeB:ed 
to that penalty; and fo little care was taken in framing 
thefe rigorous fratutes, that they contain obvious contra-
diCtions; infomu~h, that, had they been fi:ricHy exe-
cuted, every man, without exception, mufi have fallen 
under the penalty of treafon.. By one ftatute c~, for in-

fi:ance, it was declared treafon to affert the validity Of 
the king's marriage, either with Cathe1 ine of Arragon, 
or Anne Boleyn : By another e, it was treafon to fay 

any thing to the difparagement or Dander of the prin-

ceffcs, Mary and Elizabeth; and to call them fpurious 
would, no doubt, have been confirued to their Dander. Nor 
would even a profound filcncc, with regard to thcfe deli-

cate points, be able to fave a perfon from fuch penalties. 
For by the former fi:atute, whoever refuted .to anfwer 
upon oath to any point contained in that act, was fub-

jceted to the pains of treafon. The king, therefore, 
needed only propofe to any one a 'qudlion with regard 
to the legality of either of his firfi marriages : If the 

d ai Hen, VIII. c, 7• e 34, 35 Hen, VIII. c. I. 

perfon 
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c H A P • perfon were filent, he was a traitor by law: If he anfwer. 
XXXIII. d . 1 . . . 1 ffi . ~ e , c1t 1er m the negative or 111 t 1e a rmat1ve, he was 

1547• no Iefs a traitor. So monfrrous were the inconfifrencies, 
which aroie from the furious paffions of the king, and 
the ilavi!h fubmiffion of his parliaments. It is hard to 
£1.y, whether thefe contradictions were owing to Henry's 
precipitancy, or to a formed defign of tyranny. 

It may not be improper to recapitulate whatever is 
memorable in the fratutes of this reign, whether with 
regard to government or commerce : Nothing can bet
ter fuow the genius of the age than fuch a review of the 
laws. 

THE abolition of the :mcient religion much contributed 
to the regular execution of jufr;ce. While the ca
tholic fupcrfrition fubfifred, there was no poffibility of 
puniihing any crime in the clergy: 'rhe church would 
not permit the magi:fl:rate to try the offences of her mem
bers, and fhe could not herfelf inflict any civil penalties 
upon them. But Henry refrrained thefe pernicious im
rnunitics : The privilege of clergy vvas aboli{hed for the 
crimes of petty treafon, murder, and felony, to all under 
the degree of a fubdeacon r. But the former fuperfiition 
not only proteB:ed crimes in the clergy : It exempted 
alfo the laity from puni:lhment, by affording them fuel. 
ter in the churches and fan8:uaries. Tllc parliament 
abridged thefe privileges. It was firft declared, that no 
fanB:u2rics were allowed in cafes of high treafon g; 

next, in thofe of murder, felony, rapes, burglary, and 
petty treafon 11 : And it limited them in other parti
culars i. 

THE only expedient employed to fupport the military 
fpirit during this ~ge, was the reviving and extending of 
fome old laws, enacted for the encouragement of archery, 

f 23 Hen. VIII. c. 1. g z6 Hen. VIII. c. :3. .11 31. Hen. 
Vlll. c. u. i u Hen, Vllr. c. 14, 

on 
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n which the defence of the kingdom was fuppofed much cHAP. 

xxxu to depend. Every man was ordered to have a bow k: ~,........_, 
Butts were ordered to be erected in every parifh I: And IS47• · 

every bowyer was ordered, for each bow of yew which he 
made, to make two of elm or wich, for the fervice o 
the common people m. The ufe of crofs-bows and hand-
guns was alfo prohibited n. ,What rendered the Englifh 
bowmen more formidable was, that they carried halberts 
with them, by which they were enabled, upon occafion, 
to engage in clofc fight with the enemy 0

• Frequent 
mllfi Is or arrays were alfo made of the people, even 
during time of peace; and all men of fubfrance Tere 
obliged to have a complete fuit of armour or harnefs, as 
it was called P. The martial fpirit of the Engliih, dur-
ing that age, rendered this precaution, it was thought, 
fufficient for the defence of the nation ; and as the king 
had then an abfolute power of commandi.qg the fervicc 
of all his fubjeB:s, he could infiantly, in cafe of danger,. 
appoint new officers, and levy regiments, and collect an 
army as numerous as he pleafed. When no faction or 
divifion pre\·ailed among the people, there was no foreign 
power that ever thought of invading England. Th~ 

city of London alone could mufier fifteen thouf:md 
men CJ. Difcipline, however, was an advantage want-
ing to thofe troops; though the garrifon of Calais wa · a 
n urfery of officers ; and Tournay firfr r, Boulogne after-
wards, ferved to encreafe the number. Every one, who 
fervcd abroad, was allowed to alienate his lands without 
paying any fees s. A general permiflion was granted to 
difpofe of land by will r. The parliament was fo little 
jealous of its privileges,. (which indeed were, at that 

J; 3 Hen. VIII. c. 3· 1 Ibid. m Ibid. n 3 Hen. 
VIII. c. 13. o Herbert. PH-ill, fol. "34• Stowe, p. 515. 

l-fol!ingll,ed, p. 94<7• q Hall, fol. 7>35· Hnllingll1eil 7 p. 547• Stowe~ 
P• 571• r HJll, fd, 68, • 14- anJ 15 Hen. \'IJI. c. 15. 

t 34 and 35 Hen, VIII, c. 5~ 

tim~, 
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c H A P. time, fcarcely worth preferving) that there is an infl:ance 
~of one Strode, who, becaufe he had introduced into the 

1547. lower houfe fome bill regarding tin, was feverely treated 
by the Stannery courts in Cornwal : Heavy fines were im
pofed on him; and upon his rcfufal to pay, he was thrown 
into a dungeon, loaded with irons, and ufed in fuch a 
manner as brought his life in danger: Yet all the no
tice which the parliament took of this enormity, even 
in fuch a paultry court, was to enact, that no man could 
afterwards be queil:ioned for his conduB: in parliament u. 

This prohibition, however, muil: be fuppofed to extend 
only to the inferior courts : For as to the king, and pri
vy-council, and fiar-chamber, they were fcarcely bound 
by any law. 

THERE is a bill of tonnage anti poundage, which 
fhews what uncertain ideas the parliament had formed 
both of their own privileges and of the rights of the 
fovereign w. This duty had been voted to every king 
fince Henry IV. during the term of his own life only: Yet 
Henry VIII. had been allowed to levy it fix years without 
any law; and though there had been four parliaments 
affembled during that time, no attention had been given 
either to grant it to him regularly, or rcil:rain him from 
levying it. At lail:, the parliament refolved to give him 
that fupply ; but even in this conceffion, they plainly 
ihow themfclves at a lofs to determine whether they 
grant it, or whether he has a right of himfelf to levy it. 
They fay, that the impofition was made to endure during 

I 

the natural life of the late king, and no longer : They 
yet blame the merchants who h~J 1w t paid to the prefent 
king that duty: They obferve, that the law for tonnage 
and poundage was expired; yet make no fcruple to call 
that impofition the king's due: 'rht>y affirm, that he had 
fuftained great and manifold loffes by thofe who had de-

u 4 Hen, VIII. c. S, '" 6 Hen, VIII. c. 14. 

fraudcd 
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tlefrauded him of this duty; and to provide a remedy, C H A P. 

they vote hin1 that fupply during his life-time, and no ~ 
longer. It is remarkable, that, notwithfranding this lafl: I54i• 

claufe, all his fucceffors, for more than a century, per-
fevered in the like irregular pracrice : If a pracrice may 
<.leferve that epithet, in which the whole nation acquiefccd, , 
and which gave no ofFence. But when Charles I. at-
tempted to continue in the fame courfe, which had now 
received the fancrion of many generations, fo much were 
the opinions of men altered, that a furious tempefl: was 
excited by it; and hifrorians, partial or ignorant, frill 
reprefent that meafure as a mofr violent and unprecedented 
enormity in that unhappy prince. 

THE king was allowed to make hws for Wales, with
OIJt confent of parliament. x. With regard to England, 
the limitation was little more than a formality. 

THE foreign commerce of England, during this age, 
was mofrly confined to the Netherlands. The inha
bitants of the Low Countries bought the Englifh com
modities, and di!hibutcd them into other parts of 
Europe. Hence the mutual dependance of thofe coun
tries on each other; ahd the great Iofs fufrained by both, 
in cafe of a rupture. During all the variations of po
litics, the fovereigns endeavoured to avoid coming to 
this extremity; and though the king ufu<!ll y bore a great
er _friendihip to Francis, the nation always leaned to
wards the emperor. 

IN 1528, hoftilitics commenced bet1Necn England ~nd 
the Low Countries; the inconvenience was foon fdt on 
both fides. vVhilc the Flemings were not allowed to 
purchafc cloth in England, the Engli!h mcrch•mts could 
not buy it from the clothiers, and the clothiers were ob
liged to difmifs their workmen, who began to be tumul
tuous for want of bread. The cardinal, to appeafe 

x 34 Hen. VIII. 

VoL. IV. 'I' .them, 
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c H A 'P. them, fent for the merchants, and ordered them to buy 
xxxm. 1 1 • h h ld d"f. " .. ,-..,...--.._ cloth as ufual : They to c. h1m, t at t cy cou not 1 ~ 

I547· pofc of it as ufual; and notwithfianding his mem.ccs, he 

cou!d get no other anfwer from them Y. An agreement 

was at lafi made to continue the commerce bct\vecn the 

fratcs, evc1"'l during war. 

IT was not till the end of this reign that any fallads, 
carrots, turnips, or other edible root were produced in 

England. All thefe vegetables \Ver~ formerly imported 

from Holland and Flanders z. ~een Catherine, when 

fl e want"J a fallad, was obliged to difpatch a meifenger 

thither on purpofe. The uie .of hops and the planting 
of them vvas introduced from Flanders about the begin

ning of this reign, or end oft: e preceding. 

FoREIGN artificers, in genera!, much furpaffed the 

Englifh in dc;'terity, indufrr;, and frugality; and hence 

the violent animofity, whic:1 the latter, on many occa

fions, expreffed againfr any of the former who were fet~ 

tied in England. They had the affurance to complain, 
t ut all their cuftomers went to foreign tradefmen ; and 

in the yc,!r 15 I 7, being moved by the feditious fermons 
of one Dr. Bele, and the intrigues of Lincoln, a broker, 
they raifed an infurrctt' on. 1'he apprentices, and others 

cf th'2 poorer fort, in Londo11, began y brc:1king open 

the ·1rifons, where fome perfons were confined for infulting 

fcrc:ign:r~. They nc~~t prccc:.cJcu to the houfe of ~.1cu

tas, a .Frenchman, much h2.ted by them; where they 

committed g··eat diforders ; !:illed fomc of his fcrvants; 

and plunde ·ed his goods. 1"hc mayor could not appeafe 
them j nor Sir Thomas lVIore, late undcr-fheriff, though 

much rcfpcct d in the city. They alfo threatened car~ 

dinal \V olfey \Vith fome intuit; and he thought it ne

cefl:1ry to fortify his houfe, and put himfc]f on his guard. 

Tired at laff with thefe diford ... rs, they difperfcd them~ 

Y Hall, fo!io I74• z And rfon, vol. i, p. 33S. 

fdves; 
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felves ,· and the earls of Shrewlbury and Surrey feized fome C II A r. 
XX'" Ill of them. A proclamation \-vas iffued, that \vomen fhould ~ 

not meet together to babble ~nd talk, and that all men · 1 541• 

ihould keep their wives in their houfes. 
1 

Next day the 
duke of Norfolk came into the city, t the head of thir-
teen hundred armed men, and made enquiry into the 
tumult. Bele and Lincoln, and feveral others, were fcnt 
to the Tower, and condemned for treafon. Lincoln 
and thirteen more were executed. The other criminals, 
to the number of four hundred, were brought before the 
king, with ropes about their necks, fell on their knees, 
and cried for mercy. II ~nry knew at that time how 
to pardon; he difmifTed them without farther punilh-
ment a, 

So great was the number of foreign artizans in the 
city, that at leafi: fifteen thoufand Flemings alone were 
at one time obliged to leave it, by an order of coun
cil, when Henry became jealous of the"r favour for queen 
Catherine b. Henry himfelf confclfes, in an edit!: of the 
fiar-chamber, printed among the ftatutes, that the fo
reigners ftarvcd the natives; and obliged them from 

· idlenefs to have recourfe to theft, murder, and other en
ormttres c. He alfo aflcrts, that the vafr multitude of 
foreigners raifed the price of g ·ain an bread d. And to 
prevent an encreatc f the cvii, all foreign artificers vr~re 
prohibited from hav'nl':) above two for::igners in t..l-teir 
houfe, either journeymen or • pprentices. A like jeuloufy 
arofe againft th, foreign merchants; and to appeafe 
it, a law w,1s enacted obliging all denizens to pny the 
duties impofcd upon aliens c. The parliament had done 
better to have encouraged foreign m~r 1ants and ar
tizans to come over in greater numbers to E1 :)and; 
which might h~ve excit~d the emubtion of the n~t~\es, 

.a St \\e, 505. Holling1J1el, S4o. 
c z 1 Hen, \'HI, lbtd. 

Tz 
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c H A P. and have imnroved their fkill. 'I'he prifoners in th~ 
XXXLII L 
~ kingdom, for debts and crimes, are afferted in an aB: of 

1547· parliament, to be fixty thoufand perfons and above r; 

which is n t credible. Harrifon aiferts that 72,000 cri
minals were executed during this reign for theft and rob
bery, which -vvould amount nearly to 2000 a-year. He 
aJJs, that, in the later end of Elizabeth's reign, there 
were not excc ttcd 400 a-year: It appears, that, in all 
England, there arc not at prefent forty executed for thofe 
crimes. If thefe faCts be juft, there has been a great 
improvement in morals fince the reign of Henry VIII. 

THERE is a remarkable claufe in a fl:atute pafred near 
the beginning of this reign g, by which we might be 
induced to believe, that England was extremely decayed 

from the flouri!hing condition, which it had attained in 

preceding times. It had been enaB:ed in the reign of 
Edward II. that no magifhate in town or borough, who 

by his office ought to keep affize, fhould, during the con
tinuance of his magifl:racy, fell, either in wholefale or 
retail, any wine or vitl:uals. This law feemed equit
able, in order to prevent fraud or private views in fixing 
the affize : Yet the law is repealed in this reign. The 
reafon affigned is, that " fince the making of that fiatute 
" and ordinance, many and the mofr part of all the ci

" tics, boroughs, and towns corporate, within the realm 
" of England, are fallen in ruin and decay, and are 
" not inhabited by merchants, and men of fuch fub

" .fiance as at the time of making that ftatute: For at 
"' this day, the dwellers and inhabitants of the f..1me 
'' citic3 and boroughs arc co;nmonly bakers, vintners, 

" fi!hmongers, .md other victuallers, and there remain 
~ few others to bear the offices." Men have fuch a 
propenfity to exalt pail times above the prefent, that it 

teems dangerous to credit this rcafoning of tne parli..:-

f 3 Hen. VIJI, c, r 5• Z 3 Hen, VIII. c. 8. 

OiCnt, 
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ment, without further evidence to fupport it. So differ- C H A P. 
XXXIU. 

ent are the views in which the f<une obje.:l appears, that ...___,_--.J 
fomc may be inclined to draw an oppofitc int~rence from 1 547· 

this fact. A more regular police was dlablifhL·d i~1 the 
reign of Henry VIII. than in any former period, and 
a :!hitter adminifrration of j ufrice; an advantat;e which 
induced the men of landed property to leave the provin-
cial towns, and to retire into the country. Cardinal 
Wolfey, in a fpeech to parliament, reprefented it as a 
proof of the encreafe of riches, that the c1;1froms had en::-
creafed beyond what they were formerly h. 

Bu if the1e was really a decay of commerce, and 
indufrry, 4nd populoufi1efs in England, the :fiatutc:s of 
this reign, except by abolilhing monafrcrics, and re
trenching holidays, circumfrances of confiderablc mo
ment, were not in other refpeB:s well calculated to re
medy the evil. The fixing of the wages of artificers 
was attempted i : Luxury in appard was prohibited, by 
repeated ftatutes k ; and probably without effect. The 
chancellor and other minifrers were empowered to fi. 
the price of poultry, cheefe, and butter 1• A ftatutc 
was even paffcd to fix the price of beef, pork, muttotJ, 
and veal m, Beef and pork were ordered to be ·fold at 

lulfpenny a pound : Mutton and veal at a halfpenny 
half a farthing, money of that age. The preamble of 
the fl:atute fay.s, that thefe four fpecies of butcher's meat 
were the food of the poorer fort. This aCl: w:1.s after
yvards repealed n. 

THE praCtice of depopulating the country, by aban-
4oning tillage, and throwing the lands into pafi:ur'ge, fl:ill 
continued Q; as appears by the new laws which were, 
from ~ime to time, enacted againfl: th;::.t praCl:ice. 'I'he 

h Ha!I, folio no, i 6 Hen. VJIL c, 3• 
c. 14. 6 Hen. VIII. c:. r. 7 Hen. VIII, c. 7• 
c.~. m 24 Hen. VHI. c. 3• 

• ~trype, vol. i, p. 39:!.• 

T3 

k I Hen. VIIT. 
l 25 Hen. VIII. 

n 33 Hen. Ylli. c. IJ, 
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c H A P. kinP" was entitled to half the rents of the land, where any 
~ fan~ houfcs were allowed to fall to decay 0

• The unfkil-

JS47· ful huCoanclry was probably the caufe why the proprietors 

found no profi in tillage. 'I'he number of fhecp allowed 

to be kept in one flock, was refrraincd to two thoufand P, 

Sometimes, fays the fi:atute, one proprietor or farmer 

wou1d keep a flock of twenty-four thoufc-:nd. It is re
markable, that the parliament afcribcs the encreafing 

price of mutton, to this encreaie of fl1cep : Becaufe, fay they, 

the commodity being got into few hands, the price of it is 

raifed :1t pleafure '!, It is more probable, that the effect pro

ceeded from the daily encreafc of money: Fori t feems a1mofl: 

impoffiblc, that fu(:h a commodity could be monopolized. 

IN the year I 544, it appe:1rs that an acre of good land 

in Cambridgefhire was let at a fhilling, or about fifteen

pence of our prcfent money r, 'rhis was ten times 
cheaper than he ufual rent at prcfent. But commodities 
were not above four times cheaper : A certain proof of 
the bad huiliandry in that age. 

SoME laws w 're made with regard to beggars and va
grants s; one of the circumflances in government, which 

humanity would mofr po\verfully recommend to a bene

volent lcgii1ator; which fcems, at firfr fight, the mofl: 

cafily adj'Ufled ; 2nd wl ich is yet the mofl: difficult to 

fettle in fuch a manner, as to attain the end v·ithout de
firoying induftry. ' "'he convents fqrmerly were a fupport 

to the poor ; but ~t the fame time tcuded to cacourage 
idlcncfs and uegg~a-r. 

IN I 546, a ]:nv was made .for fixino- the intcrell of 
:::> 

money at I o per c nt. ; the fid} legal interefl: known in 

England. Formerly, alllo:msof that nature were regarded 

as uCurious. The preamble of this very law treats the in

tcrcfl of money as illegal and criminal: And the preju-

6 6 Hen. VIII. c. 5· 7 Hen. VIII. c, t. p 25 Hen. VIII, 
c. 13• q Ibid. r Andetf(m, vol. i, p. 374• 

" ::,2 Hen, VIII. c. u . 2.2. B:en, VIIT. c, 5• 
dices 
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dices fl:ill remained fo :lhong, that the law, permittingc H A P. 
XXXJIJ. interefr, was repealed in the following rei~n. "---.--J 

THIS reign, as well as many of the foregoing and evep I547• 

fubfequent reigns, abounds with monopolizing laws, con-
fining particular manufaB:urcs to particular towns, or ex
cluding the open country in general 1

• 'rhcre rema·n 
iHll too manv traces of fimila abfurditie·. In the fubfc-

.1 

quent reign, the corporations, which had been opened by 
a former law, and obliged to admit tradefmen of diiftrcnt 
kinds, were again !hut up by aB: of parliament; and every 
one was prohibited from exercifing any trade, who was 
not of the corporation u. 

HENRY, as he poffeffed, himfelf, fome talet.t for let
ters, was an encourager of them in others. He foun ed 
Trinity college in Cambriuge, and gave it ample endow
ments. Wolfcy founded Chrifl: Chutch in Oxford, and 
jntended to call it Cardin1 college : But upon his faH, 
which happened before he had entire I y .finiihed his fchcme, 
the king feized all the revenues ; and this violence, 
above all the other misfortunes of t!1at minifl:er, is f.1id to 
have given him the greatd~ CO!lcern w, B:..tt Henry af
terwards refiored the rcvenu~s of the college, at1d only 
changed the name. The cardinal founded in OJ-.fc ·d the 
firfr chair for teaching Greek; and this novelty rent that 
univerfity into vio!ent faCt-ions, whi h frequ n~·y came 
to blows. 1'he r udents clivi ed them{elves into partie ' 
which bore the names of Greeks and Trojans, and Come
times fought with as gn .. at animofity as was formerly ex
ercifed by tlwfe hofl:ile nations. A new and more orrecr 
method of pronouncing Gn.ek being introduced, it alfo 
divided the Gr cians th mfelves into parties; and it was 
remarked, that the catholics favourld the former pro
nunciation, the prote:ltants 2:ave countenance to the new. 

t 21 Hen. VIII. c. xz. 
5 & 6 Edw, VI. c. ::4, 
·ol. i. p, 1 r;. 

2.5 'Hen, VIII. c, ~8. 3 & 

u 3 & 4 Eaw. VI. c, zo. 

T4 

Edw. V . c. 2.0. 

w Strype, 

Gardiner 
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C H A P. Gardiner employed the authority of the king and council 
XXXIII. 

'---v·.........J to fupprefs innovations in this particular, and to preferve 
1

547• the corrupt found <;>f the Greek alpha~et. So little li~ 
berty was then allowed of any kind ! The penalties, in~ 

flitted upon the new pronunciation were no lefs than 
whipping, degradation, and expulfio~; and the biiliop 
declared, that rather than p~rmit the liberty of innovating 
in the pronunciation of the Greek alphabet, it were bet· 
ter that that lang~age itfelf were totally baniihed the uni7 
verfities. The rife of the Greek language in Oxford, 
excited the emulation of Cambridge x, Wolrey intended 
to have enriched the library of his college at Oxford, 
with copies of all the manufc:ripts that were in tl~e Vati~ 
can Y. The countenanc~ given to letters by this king 
and his minifl:crs, contributed to render learning failiion .. 
able in Engbnd : Er~fmus fpeaks with great fatisfaB:ioq 
of the general regard paid by the nobility ~nd gentry of 
that kingdom to men of knowledge z. It is needlefs tq 
be particu~ar in ment!o_ning the yvritcrs of this reign, or 
of the preceding. There is no man in that age, who ha~ 
the leafl: pretcnfion to be ranked among our claffics. Sit• 
Thomas More, though· he 'wrote in Latin, feems to com , 
the nearefl: to the. characr~r of a claffical author. 

x Wood's Hilt. & Antiq. Oxon. lib, i, p. ~45• 
~ Epift. ad Banifium. Alf~ epift. p. 36S_. · 
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C H A P. XXXIV. 

E D W A R D ··vi. 

State of the regency--Innovations in the regency 
--llertford proteflor--Reformation completed-
Gardiner' s oppofition--Foreign affair~--Pro

grefs of the reformation in Scotland--AJ!ajjinatio11 
pf cardinal Beaton --;-Conduc? of the war with 

Scotlan4-- Battle of Pinkey --A parliament 

-Farther p:ogr~fs of the reformation--Af

fai:s of Scotla~d--Young qtteen of Scots Je;zt into. 
France --Cabals of lord Seymour--Dudley earl 

of W.arwic--A parliament--Attainder of lord 

Seymour --His exec~t~on --lj.cclifzaflical a.( ... 
fairs,. 

T HE late king, by the regulations, which he im- c H A P. 

pofcd on the government of his infant fon, as~ 
well as by the limitations of the fucceffion, had projeCted r 547• 

· f h' J r d h · · d h Statt ( f the to reign even a ter IS ecea1e ,· an e 1magme , t at · 
regency. 

his minifrcrs, who had always been fo obfequious to him 
during his life-time, would never afterwards depart from 
the plan, which he had traced out to them. He fixed the 
majority of the prince at the completion of his eighteenth 
year ; and as Edward was then only a few months pail: 
nine, he appointed fixteen executors ; to whom, during 
the minority, he entrufred the government of the king 
and kingdom. · 1'heir names were, Cranmer, archbiiliop 
vf Canterbury; lord \Vriothcfcly, chancellor; lord St. 

John, 
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c H A P. John o-reat mafrer; lord Ruffel, privy feal; the earl of 
XXXIV. ' b b 1 . • r L'fl d . 1 T ~r---J Hertford, cham er am; v11count 1 e, a m1ra ; on-

l547· :fi:al, bifhop of Durham ; Sir Anthony Brown, mafrer of 
horfe; Sir William Paget, fecretary of ftate ; Sir Edward 
North, chancellor of the court of augmentations ; Sir 
Edward Montague, chief jufrice of the common pleas; 
judge Bromley, Sir Anthony Denny, and Sir \Villiam 
Herbert, chief gentlemen of the privy chamber; SirEd-

/ ward Wotton, treafurer of Calais; Dr. Wetton, dean of 
Canterbury. To thefe executors, with whom was en
trufted the whole regal authority, were appointed twelve 
counfellors, who poffefled no immediate power, and 
could only affift with their advice, when any alfair was 
laid before them. The council was compofed of the 
t:arls of Arundel and Effex ; Sir Thomas Cheyney, trea
furer of the houfehold; Sir John Gage, comptroller; Sir 
Anthony \Vingfield, vjce-chamberlain; Sir vVilliam Pe
tre, fecretary of ftate; Sir Richard Rich, Sir John Baker, 
Sir Ralph Sadler, Sir Thomas Seymour, Sir Richard 
Southwel, and Sir Edmund Peckham a. The ufual ca
price of Henry appears fomewhat in this nomination ; 
while he appointed feveral perfons of inferior fration 
among his executors, and gave only the place of coun
fcllor to a perfon of fuch high rank as the earl of ArundeJ, 
and to Sir Thomas Sey:Jwur, the king's uncle. 

Jnno\·a~ions BuT th firfi aCl: of the executors and counfellors was 
in the rc-
genty, to depart from the defrination of the late king in a mate .. 

riJ.l article. No fooncr were they met, than it was fug
geftecl, that the government would lofe its dignity, for 
want of fome head, who might reprefent the royal ma
jefiy, who might receive addre.ffes from foreign ambaiEI
dors, t whom d!fpatches from Englifh minifrers abroad 
might be carried, and whofe name might be employed in 

all orders and proclamations: And as the kino-'.) wm 
. 0 

::t Strype's Memor, vol, ii, P• 457~ 

fee me 
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{ccmed to labour under a defect in this particular, it was c H A P. 

deemed ncccffary to fL ply it, by chufing a proteCt.or; XXXIV. 

who, though he lhould poffefs all the exterior fyml ols of 1 547• 

royal dignity, :lhould yet be bound, i!1 very atl of po T•cr, 
to follow thf; opinion of the executors b. 'l his propofal 
was very di!agrc~::ble to chanc(llor Vvriothcfe). 1'hat 
magifhate, a man of an at'tive fpirit and high arnbitioi'!, 
found himfelf, by hi.> office, entitled to the firft ra.nk in 
the r gency after th~ rimate ; and as he l·n~w·, tl~a.t this 
prelate had no talent or incl'nation for fl:ate affairs, '.e 

hop~d, that the d:rcClion of public bufinefs wou d of 
courfe clevol"e in a great meafure upon himv If. He op-
pofed, ther(..forc, this pt Of ofal of chufing a protector; 
and reprefented that innova~ion as ;m infringement of the 
late king's will, w 1ich, b 11 g corroborated by act of parlia-
ment, o ght in every thi. J to be a law to them, and 
could not be alten:d but by the fame aut. ority, which 
Lad db liihed it. But he teems to have flood alone in 
the oppofi.:ion. The xecutors and counfellors were 
mofr y courtier , who had been ra·fecl by Henry's favour, 
not men of high birth or great hereditary influence ; and 
as they had been fu:fficicntly accd omcd to fubmiffion 
during the re:gn of the ate monarch, ancl had no prc-
tenfions to govern the nation JY their own authority, 
they acquiefccd the more wi lingl_,' in· a propofal, ' hich 
feemed calcu.iated for preferving pul:!ic p:ace and tran-
quillity. It b ing ther 1'ore "greed to name a protec!:or., 
the choice fell of courli- on he earl of H rtford, who, as Hertford 

he w;:s the kjng's maternal uncle, \V~!s frrongly interefted protector. 

in h!s f: fcty ; and po{f' 1 mg no claims to inherit the 
crovm, could never ha\ e any fep2.ratc intere:!t, which 
might engage him to endanger E&ward's perfon or his 

authority c. The L)Ublic was info:-mcd by proclamation 
of th:s change in the adminifiration ; and iiiJatc 1es were 

Durnet, vol. ii, p. 5• t He ·lin, IIift. Ref, Edw. Y!. 

f .. ut 
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C H A P, fcnt to all forci()"n courts to g:ive them intimation of it, 
il(XXIV 0 ....., 

~~All thofc who were poffelfed of ar.y, office refigned their 
1547• former comtniil1pns, and accepted new ones in the name 

of the young ~ing. The biihops tl"1emfelves were con .. 
ffrained to make a like fubmifiion. Care was taken to 

jnfert in their new comrniffions, that they held their of .. 
Jice during pleafure d : And it is there exprefsly affirmed, 
~hat all maJ!ncr of authority and jurifditlion, as well 
~ccleiiafrical as <::ivil1 is origi~ally derived from the 
crown c, 

THE executors, in their next meafure, :lhowed a more 
(ubmiffive deference to Henry's will; becaufe many of 
them found their account in it. The late king had in
tended) before his death, to make a new creation of no, 
bility, in order to fupply the place of thofe peerages, which 
.had fallen by former attainders, or the failure of iffue; 
~nd t~at he might enable the perfons to fupport their new 
dignity, he 1"\~d refolved, either to befrow efrates on them, 
or advance them to hig~e.r offices. He had even gone fo 
f.1.r as to inform them of this refolutio11; a~d in his will 
he chu.rgcd his executors to make good all his promifes r. 

That they might afcertain his intentions in the mo!l: 
authentic manner, Sir William Paget, Sir Anthony Den
ny, and Sir William Hcrbert, with whom Henry had al
v:ay con .... ·erfcd in :1 famrliar manner, were called before. 
he board of regency; anJ having given evidence of vvhat 
hey knew conceraing the ~ing's p.rom\fes, their tefii
lony v..-as relied on, and the executors proceeded to the 

fulfilling of thcfe engagements. Hertford was cre~ted 
.1j'th Feb. duke of Somerfet, marfchal and lord trcafurer; \Vrio

thefe!y, earl of Southampton; the earl of Effex, mar
qucfs of N onham,p~o~1: ; v~fcount Liile, earl of \Varwic; 

a Collier, vol. ii. p. 218. Burnet, vol. ii. p. 6. Strype's Mem. ofCranm, 
F• x.;.r. c Strype's M em, of Cranm, p. 141, ' 

f Fnller, Heylin, and l' ymer, · 
' · 8 ffic 
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ir Thomas Seymour, lord Sevmour of Sudley, anJ ad- c H A P .. 

miral; Sir Richard Rich, Sir -William "\Villoughby, Sir ~~ 
Edward Sheffield, accepted the title of b:1.ron g_ Scven1, 1547• 

to whom the fame dignity was offered, refufed it; be-

caufe the other part of the king's promife, the bellowing 

of dbtes on thefe new noblemen, was deferred till a 

more convenient oppo::tunity. Some of them, however, 

particularly Somerfr..:t the protetl:or, were, in the mean 

time, endowed with fpiritual preferments, deaneries and 

prebends. For among many other invafions of ecclefiaC-

tical privileges anJ property, this irregular praB:ice, of 

befl:owing fpiritual benefices on laymen, began now to 

prevail. 
THE earl of Southampton had always been engaged 

in an oppofite party to Somerfet; and it was not likely 

rh:tt f2-c ions, which had fccretly prevailed, even during 

the arbitrary reign of Henry, iliou}d be fupprdTcJ in the 

weak adminiftration, t!nt ufually attends a minority. 

'I'he former nobleman, that he might have the greater ki

fure for ~tte11lling to public bufi.nefs, had, of himii If and 
from his own authority, put the gre:>t fcal in con:mifiion, 

and had en,pov.~erecl four lawyc1s, Southwel, Tregoncl, 

Oli·:er, and Bell~!is, to execute in his abfence the 0ffice 

of ch:mcellor. This meafurc fcemed very exceptionable; 

and the more fo, as, two of the commiffioners being ca

nonifl:s, the lawyers fufpctl:ed, that, by this nomin:1tion, 

the chancellor had intended to difcr~dit the common law. 

Complaints were made to the council; who, influenced 

by the protcc~or, gladly laid hold of th:s opportunity to 

dcprc[s Southar:1pton. 'rhey confultcd the juugcs with 

regard to fo unufual a _afe, anJ received for <".nfwer, that 

the commiffion was illegal, and that the cha:1Cellor, by 

his prefumption in granting it, had j ufl:Iy forfeited the 

reat feal, and was even liable to puni!hn~ent. 'rhe 

; Stowe's Annals, p. 594· 

council 



I-I I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 

c H A P. council fummoned him to appear before them: He main .. 
XXXIV. h Id h' ffi b 1 I k' ' 'll \.....-v--.J tained, that he e IS o _ cc y t 1e ate mg s w1 , 
, :I547• founded on an a& of parliament, and could not lofe it 

without a trial in parliament; that if the commiffion, 
which be had granted, were found illegal, it might be de
clared null and void, and. all the ill confequenccs of it be 
eafily remedied ; and that the depriving him of his office 
for an error of this nature) was a precedent by which any 
other innovation might be authorized. But the council, 
notwithfi:anding thcfe topics of defence, declared that he 
had forfeited the great feal; th:1t a fine ihouid be: impofed 
upon him ; and that he fhould be confined to his own 
houfe during pleafure h. 

THE removal of Southampton cncrc::..fed the protector's 
authority, as well as tended to fupprcfs faction in the re
gency; yet was not Somcrfet contented wi~h this advan
tage : His ambition carried him to feck frill farther acqui

fitions. On pretence, that the vote of the executori, 
choo.fing him protector, was not a fu:ffi.ciu1t foundation 
for his authority, he procured a patent from the young 
king, by ·which he entirely overturned the \V 11 of Harry 

n March, VIII. prcduced a total revolution in the government, and 

may feem even to ha-;,'e fubvcrted all the laws of the king~ 
dom. He n~n~cd Limfelf p~·otector wi• 11 full regal power, 
and aEpointcd a counc!l, co!1fifiing of all the former 
counfcl!ors, and all t e eJ~ecutors, except Southampton: 
He rderved a power of .. ~ming ~ny o:her coui-.fellors at 

pleafure: And he was bound to confult \Vith fuch only 
as he t 10ught proi,cr.- 1,he protector and his council 

were likc\vife empowered to ::1.cr at d:fcrction, and to ex
ecute whatc rer they deemed for the pubiic fervice, with

out incurring any :~.'c ~lty or forfeiture from any law, 
fi:atute, proclam ... tion, or ordinance whatfocvcr i. Even 
had e1is p:..tent been more moderate in its conceffions, 

7 

i Burnet, vol. ii, Records, N° 6. 

and 
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and had it been drawn by direcrions from the executors c H A P. 

appointed by Henry, its legality might jufily be quef-~ 
tioned; fince it feems effential to a truft of this nature to '547•. 

be exercifed by the perfons entrufi:ed, and not to admit of 
a delegation to others : But as the patent, by its very te-
nor, \ here the executors are not fo much as mentioned, 
appears to have been furreptitioufiy obtained from a minor 
King, the protecrorlhip of Somerfet was a p1ain ufurpa-
tion, which it is impoffible by any arguments to jufrify. 
The connivance, however, of the executors, and their 
prefent acquiefcence in the new efbblifhmcnt, made it be 
univerfally fubmitted to; and as the young king difco-
vered an extreme attachment to his uncle, who was alfo 
in the main a man of moderat:on and probity, no objec-
tions were made to his power and ti le. All men of 
fenfe, likewife, who faw the nation divided by the reli-
gious zeal of the oppoftte feB:s, deemed it the more ne-
ceffary to entrufl: the government to one perfon, who 
might check the exorbitancics of party, and enfure the 
pu lie tranquillity. And though 1ornc cla tfes of the p~-
tent feemed to imply a formal fubverfion of all limited 
government, fo little jealoufy was then ufually entertained 
on that head, that no exception was ever taken at bare 
claims or pretenfions of this nature, advanced by any 
pcrfon poffeffed of fovcreign power. The acrual exercife 
alone of a:-bitrary adminifiration, and that in many and 
great and flagrant an.1 unpopular infiances, was able feme-
times to give fom~ umbrage to the nation. 

THE cxtenfive authority and imperious characrer of Reform~
Henry had retained the partizans of both religions in fub-61~" cdom· .._, p ~tc , 
jeB:ion; but upon his demifc, the hopes of the protefrants · 
and the fears of the catholics began to revive, and the 
zeal of thefe parties produced every where difputes and 
animofities, the ufual preludes to more fatal divifions. 
'I he proteCtor had long been regard d as the fccr t parii-

zan 
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c H A P. zan of the reformers; and being now freed from refhaint, 
XXXIV. 1 d d' r. h' . . f. .n: 11 ' ~ he fcrup e not to 11cover 1s mtentwn o correcLing a 

l547• abufes in the ancient religion, and of adopting frill more 
of the proteftant innovations. He took care, that all per
fans, entrufted with the king's education, fhould be at

tached to the fame principles ; and as the young prince 
difcovered a zeal for every kind of literature, efpecially the 
theological, far beyond his tender years, all men forefaw~ 
in the courfe of his reign, the total abolition of the catholic 
faith in England; and they early began to declare them
felves infavourof thofe tenets, which were likely to become 
in the end entirely prevalent. After Southampton's fall, 
few members of the council feemed to retain any attach
ment to the Romiih communion; and moft of the coun
fellors appeared even fanguine in forwarding the progrefs 

of the reformation. The riches, which moft of them had 
acquired from the fpoils of the clergy, induced them to 
widen the breach between England and Rome ; and by 
eftablifhing a contrariety of fpeculativc tenets, as well as 
of difcipline and worihip, to render a coalition with the 
mother church altogether impracticable k, Their rapa• 

city alfo, the chief fource of their reforming fpirit, was 
excited by the profpeCl of pillaging the fecular, as they 
had already done the regular clergy; and they knew, that, 
while any fhare of the old principles remained, or any 
regard to the ecclefiaftics, they could ne1-·er hope to fuc· 
cecd in that entcrprize. 

"rHE numerous and burthenfome fuperftitions, with 
which the Romilh church was loaded, had thrown many 
of the reformers, by the fpirit of oppofirion, into an cn
thufiaftic ftrain of devotion; and all rites, ·ceremonies, 
pomp, order, and exterior obfervanccs were zealoufly 

profcribed by them, as hindrances to their fpiritual con .. 
templations, and obfirutl:ions to their immediate converf~ 

k Gocdwin's Annals, Heylin. 

with 
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with heaven. l'vlany circumfranccs concurred to inflame c H A P. 
h. d . r. • • h I . r.lf f h . d fi • XXXIV. t IS anng 1p1nt; t c nove ty 1t1e o t c1r OLLrmes, \../"v-...J 

the triumph of making profelyt.es, the furious perfecu- 1 547· 

tions to which they were expofcd, their animofity againfr 
the ancient tenets and praCtices, and the neccffity of pro-
curing the concurrence of the laity, by depreffing the 
hierarchy, and by tendering to them the plunder of the ' 
ecclefiafrics. Wherever the reformation prevailed over the 
oppofition of civil authority, this genius of religion ap-
peared in its full extent, an~ was attended with confe
quences, which, though lefs durable, were, for fome time, 
not lefs dangerous than thofe which were connected with 
the ancient fuperfrition. But as the magifirate took the 
lead in England, the tranfition was more gradual; much 
of the ancient religion was frill preferved ; and a reafon-
able degree of fuborclination was retained in difcipline, 
as well as fome pomp, order, and ceremony in public 
worlhip. 

THE protector, in his fchemes for advancing the re
formation, ~ad always rccourfe to the counfels of Cran
mer, who, being a man of moderation and prudence, was 
averfe to all violent changes, and determined to bring 
over the people, by infenfibl~ innovations, to that fyfi:em 
of doCtrine and difcipline, which he deemed the moft 
pure and perfect. He probably alfo forefaw, that a fyf
tem, which carefully avoided the extremes of reformation, 
was likely to be mofi: lafi:ing; and that a devotion, merely 
fpiritual, was fitted only for the firfi: fervours of a new 
feet, and upon the relaxation of thefe naturally gave 
place to the inroads of fuperfi:ition. He feems therefore 
to have intended the efl:ablifhment of a hierarchy, which, 
being fuited to a great and fettled government, might 
fiand as a perpetual barrier againfi: Rome, and might re
tain the reverence of the people, even after their enthu
fiaftic zeal was diminifhed or entirely evaporated. 

VoL. IV. U THE 
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c H A P. THE perfon, who oppofed, with greatcfl: authority, 
XXXIV. d J: • G d' 
~any farther advances towar s re1ormat10n, was ar mer, 

1 547• bilhop of Winchefrer ; who, though he had not obtained 
a place in the council of regency, on account of late dif
gufts, which he had given to Henry, was entitled, by his 

age, experience, and capacity, to the highefi: trufi: and 

Gardiner's confidence of his party. This prelate frill continued to 
oppotition. magnify the great wifdom and learning of the late king, 

which, indeed, were generally and fincerely admired by 
the nation; and he infifi:ed on the prudence of perfcver

ing, at leaft till the young king's majority, in the eccle
fia:fiical model, eftablifhed by that great monarch. He 
defended the ufe of images, which were now openly at

tacked by the proteftants; and he reprefented them a~ 
ferviceable in maintaining a fenfe of religion among the 
illiterate multitude 1• He even deigned to write an apo
logy for holy water, which biiliop Ridley had decried in 
a fermon ; and he maintained, that, by the power of the 
Almighty, it might be rendered an infirument of doing 
good ; as much as the !hadow of St. Peter, the hem of 

Chrift's garment, or the fpittle and clay laid upon the 
eyes of the blind m. Above all, he infifi:ed, that the 

laws ought to be obferved, that the confiitution ought to 

be prcferved inviolate, and that it w:1s dangerous to fol

low the will of the fovereign, in oppofition to an aB: of 

parliament n. 

BuT though there r~.naincd at that time in England 
an idea of laws and . a conftitution, fufficient at leafi: to 

furnilh a topic of argument to fuch as were difcontcntcd 

with a1 y immediate exercife of authority ; this plea 

could fcarcely, in the prer._nt cafe, be maintained with 

any plaufibility by Gardiner. An aB: of parliament had 

invefted the crown with a legiflative power ; and royal 

I Fo~e, vol. ii. p. 7U· tn Ibid. P• 72.4, 
Collier, vol, ii, P• aS. Fox~ Yol, ii, 

s pro .. 
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proclamations, even during a minority, were armed with c H A P. 
. . XXXIV. the force of laws. The proteCtor, findmg h1mfclf fup-~ 

parted by this fratute, was determined to employ his au- 1547. 

thority in favour of the reformers; and having fufpended; 
during the interval, the jurifditl:ion of the bifhops, he 
appointed a general vifitation to be made in all the Jio-
cefes of England 0

• The vifitors confified of a mixture 
of clergy and laity, and had fix circuits affigncd them. 
The chief purport of their inftructions was, bcfides cor-
recting immoralities and irregularities in the clergy, to 
abolilh the ancient fuperftitions, and to bring the dif .. 
cipline and worfhip fomewhat nearer the practice of the 
reformed churches. The moderation of Somcrfct and 
Cranmer is apparent in the conduct of this delicate affair. 
The vifitors were enjoined to retain for the prefent all 
images which had not been abufed to idolatry; and to 
infrruCl: the people not to Jefpife fuch ceremonies as were 
not yet abrogated, but only to beware of {()me particular 
fuperfritions, fuch as the fj_<Jrinkling of their beds with 
holy water, and the ringing of bells, or ufing of confe.·-
cratcd candles, in order to drive away the devil P. 

BuT nothing required more the correcting hand of au
thority, than the abufe of preaching, vrhich was now 
generally employed, throughout England, in defending 
the ancient praCtices and fuperfritions. rrhe court of 
augmentation, in order to cafe the exchequer of the an
nuities paid to monks, had commonly £laced them in the 
vacant churches; and thcfe men were led by intcrdl, as 
well as by inclination, to fu pport thofe principles, which 
h· d bee1i invented for the .1Jrofit of the clergy. Ordrrs 
therefore were given to refrrain 'the topics of their fer
mons: Twelve homilies were publi{hed, v:hich they were 
enjoineJ to read to the people: And all of them were r~ro
hibitcd, without exprefs pcrmiffion, from preaching any 

• Mem, Cranm. p. J'i6, '47• &c. 

u 2 

P Burnet, vol. ii. p. 2S. 
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c H A P. where but in their parifh churches. The purpofe of thi~ 
XXXIV. • • h 11. • h ...J.. 1· d. 
~ inJuncbon was to t row a renramt on t e cau10 1c t-

1541· vines; while the protefl:ant, by the grant of particular 
licences, fuould be allowed unbounded liberty. 

BoNNER made fome oppofition to thefe meafures; but 

{oon after retraCl:ed and acquiefced. Gardiner was more 

high fpirited and more il:eady. He reprefented the peril 

of perpetual innovations, and the nece:ffity of adhering to 
fome fyfrem. " 'Tis a dangerous thing," faid he, " to 

" ufe too much freedom 1 in rcfearches of this kind. If 
" you cut the old canal, the water is apt to run farther 

" than you have a mind to. If you indulge the humour 
" of novelty, you cannot put a il:op to people's demands, 

'' not govern their indifcretions at pleafure. For my 
" part," faid he, on another occafion, " tny fole con· 

" cern is to manage the third and laft aB: of my life with 

'' decency, and to make a handfome exit off the frage. 
" Provided this point is fecured, I am not folicitous about 
" the refr. I am already by nature condemned to death: 
" No man can give me a pardon from this fentence ; nor 

" fo much as procure me a reprieve. To fpeak my mind, 
'~ and to aB: as my confcience direCts, are two branches 
'' of liberty, which I can never part with. Sincerity in 
" fpeech, and integrity in acrion, are entertaining qua
" lities: They will ftick by a man, when every thing 

" elfe takes its leave; and I mufr not refign them upon 
" any confideration. The beft on it is, if I do not 
" throw them away myfelf, no man can force them from 
" me: But if I give them up, then am I ruined by my~ 

" felf, and deferve to lofe all my preferments q," This 

oppofition of Gardiner drew on him the indignation of 

the council ; and he was fent to the Fleet, where he wa• 

ufed with fome feverity. 

'1 Collier, vol. ii. p. 2.28. ex MS, Col, C, C. Caf}tab, Bibliotpeca Bri· 
tannica. article: G.'\RDlNI~, 

ONE 
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ONE of the chief objeB:ions, urged by Gardiner C H A P. 
XXXIV. againft the new homilies, was that they defined, with ~ 

the moft metaphy11cal preci:lion, the doB:rines of grace, J..S 4i· 

and of jufiification by faith ; points, he thought, which 
it was fuperfluous for any man to know exaB:ly, and 
which certainly much exceeded the comprehenfion of the 
vulgar. A famous martyrologifl: calls Gardiner, on ac-
count of this opinion, " An infenfible afs, and one that 
'" had no feeling of God's fpirit in the matter of jufiifica-
~' tion r." The meanefi protefi:mt imagined at that time, 
that he had a full comprehen:lion of all thofe myfterious 
doctrines ; and he heartily dcfpifed the mofi learned and 
knowing perfon of the ancient religion, who acknow .. 
!edged his ignorance with regard to them. It is indeed 
certain, that the reformers were very fortunate in their. 
doB:rine of jufl:ification, and might venture to forctel its 
uccefs, in oppofition to all the ceremonies, lhows, and 

fuperfiitions of popery. By exalting Chrifl: and his fuf
ferings, and renouncing all claim to independent merit in 
ourfelves, it was calculated to become popular, and coin
cided with thofe principles of panegyric and of felf-abafe
f11ent, which generally have place in religion. 

ToNSTAL, bilhopof Durham, having, as well as Gar
~iner, made fome oppofition to the new regulations, was 
difmilfed the council-board; but no farther feverify was, 
for the prefent, exercifcd againft him. He was a man of 
great moderation, and of the mofl: unexceptionable cha
raB:er in the kingdom. 

THE fame religious zeal, which engaged Somerfet to ForeigQ 

promote the reformation at home, led him to carry his aft:uu, 

attention to foreign countries ; where the interefts of the 
protefiants were now expofed to the mofl imminent dan-
ger. The Roman pontiff, with much reluB:ance and 
fter long delays, had at laH: fummoned a general coun-

r Fox, vol. ii. 

u 3 
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c H A P. cil, which was affembled at Trent, and was employed, 
XXXIV. . n. h b r. f h h h d . r 
~ both m correcnng t e a u1es o t e c urc , an m atcer-

l54i· taining her doCl:rines. The emperor, who de:fired to re
prefs the power of the court of Rome, as well as gain 
over the prote!l:ants, promoted the former object of the 

council; the pope, who found his own greatnefs fo deeply 

interefted, defired rather to emP,loy them in the latter. 

He gave infiruCl:ions to his legates, who. prefided in the 

council, to protraB: the deba~cs, arid to engage the theo
logians in argument, and altercation, and difpute con
cerning the nice p0ints of faith, canvaffed before them: 
A policy, fo cafy to be executed, that the legates foon 
found it rather neceifary to interpofe, in order to appeafe 

the animofity of the divines, and bring them at laft t9 

iome decifion s. The more difficult tafk for the legates 
was to moderate or divert the zeal of the council for re

formation, anr.l to reprefs the ambition of the prelate , 
who defired to cx~.lt the epifcopal authority on the ruins 
of the fovereign pontiiT. Finding this humour become 
prevalent, the legates, on pretence that the plague had 
broken out at Trent, transferred of a fuddcn the council 

to Bologna, where, they hoped, it v;ould be more un .er 
the direB:ion of his holincfs. 

TljE emperor, no lefs than the pope, had learned to 

make ~eligion fubfcrvicnt to his ambition and policy. He 

was refolved to employ the imputation of herefy as a pre

tence for fubduing the protefrant princes, and oppreffing 
the liberties of Germany; but found it neceifary to cover 
his intentions Ul der ·deep artifice, and to prevent the 
combination of his adverfaries. He feparated the Pala
tine and the eleB:or of Brandenburgh from the prot€ftant 
confederacy: He took arms againfi: the elector of Saxony, 
and the landgrzvc of HeiTc: By the fortune of war, he 

m<1de the former prifoner: He employed treachery and 

s Fat her Paul1 liJ>. z.. 
prc .. 
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prevarication again:!! the latter, and detained htm captive, c H A P. 

by breaking a fafe-conduB: which he had ·granted him.~ 
He feemed to have reached the fummit of his ambition; I547• 

and the German princes, who were afionifhed with his 
fuccefs, were farther difcouraged by the intelligence, 
which they had received, of the death, firfr of Henry 
VIII. then of Francis I. their ufual refources in every 
calamity r. 

HENRY II. who fucceeded to the crown of France, 
was a prince of vigour and ability; but ~efs hafiy in 
his refolutions than Francis, and lefs en:Ramed with ri
vaHhip an animofity againfr the elJ!peror Charles. 
Though he fent ambaffadors to the princes of the Smal
caldic League, and promifed them · protection; he was 
unwilling, in the commencement of his reign, to hurry 
into a war with fo great a power as that of the emperor,; 
and he thought that the alliance of thofe princes was a 
fure refource, which he could at any time lay hold of u. 

He was much governed by the duke of Guife and the 
cardinal of Lorraine; and he hearkened to their counfel, 
in chufing rather to give immediate affiftance to Scotland, 
his ancient ally, which, even before the de2th of Henry 
VIII. had loudly claimed the proteCtion of the French 
monarchy. 

'rH E hatred between the two f..1.Clions, the partizans Prog"'f; 

of the ancient and thofc of the new relibo-ion, became tht: :eio.t-
maunl'\ 

every day more violent in Scotland; and the rcfolution Sc~;tlana. 

which the cardinal primate had taken to employ the 
m9H: rigorous puni!hments againlt the refo~·mers, brought 
matter:-; to a quick decifion. 'J'hcre was 01,1c V7i£hart~ a 
gentleman by birth, who emplo Ted himfelf with great 
:teal in preachit'2; again{} the ancient fuperftition , an 
began o giv~ alarm to the clergy, v>lw w re juftly terrified 
with the danger of fame fatal rev !uti on in religion. Thi: 

t SI ;Jan, u Pere Dani • 
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c H A P. man was celebrated for the purity of his morals, and for 
XXX1V. . r. 1 . B h r. ·r. b h ~ hrs cxten1tve earnmg: ut t ete prattes cannot e muc 

1547· depended on; becaufe, we know, that, among the re
formers, feverity of manners fupplied the place of many 
virtues ; and the age was in general fo ignorant, that 
mofr of the priefrs in Scotland im<lgined the New Tefia-
ment to be a compo!ition of Luther's, and afferted that 
the Old alone was the word cf God w. But however 
the cafe may have ftood with regard to thofe efrimable 
qualities afcribcd to Wiihart: he was frrongly poffeffed 
with the de!ire of innovation; and he enjoyed thofe ta
lents, which qualified him for becoming a popular 
preacher, and for feizing the attention and affections of 
the multitude. The magifrrates of Dundee, where he 
exercifed hi3 miffion, were alarmed with his progrefs ; 
and being unable or unwilling to treat him with rigour, 
they contented themfelves with Jenying him the liberty 
of preaching, and with difl)l.iffing him the bounds of 
their jurifdiction. Wiihart~ moved with indignation, 
that they had dared to reject him, together with the 
word of God, menaced them, in imitation of the ancient 
prophets, with fome imminent calamity ; and he with· 
drew to the weft country, where he daily encreafed the 
number of his profelytes. Meanwhile, a plague broke out 
in Dundee; and all men exclaimed, that the town ha~ 
drawn down the vengeance of Heaven by banifhing the 
pious preacher, and that th'e pefrilence would never ceafe, 

1 till they had made him atonement for their offence againil: 
him. No fooner did vVifhart hear of this change i~ 
their difpo!ition, than he retLirned to them, and made 
them a new tender of his cioCl:rinc : But left he :lhould 
fpread the contagion by bringing multitudes together, 
he erected his pulpit on the top of a gate: The infeCl:ed 
flood within ; the others without. And the preacher 

" See note (P] at the end of the vo:ume. 

failed 
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failed not, in fuch a fituation, to take advantage of the c R A P. 
· d. f h · d c h" XXXIV. 1mme 1ate terrors o t e people, an to en1orce IS evan-~ 
gel ical miffi.on x. · ISt7• ' 

THE affi.duity and fuccefs of \Vifhart became an ob
jcCl: of a~trntion to cardinal Beato!l; and he refolved, by 
the punifhmcnt of fo celebrated a preacher, to fhike a 
terror into all other inno\'ators. He engaged the earl 
pf Bothwcl to arrefr him; and to deliver him into his 
hands, contrary to a promifc given by Bothwcl to that 

nhappy man : And being poffeffed of his prey, he con
putted him to St. Andrew~, where, after a trial, he con
demned 4im to the flames for herefy. Arran, the go
vernor, was irrefulutc in his temper; and the cardinal, 
though he had gained him over to his party, found, that 
he would not concur in the condemnation and execution of 
Vifhart. He determined, therefore, without the affifl:

ance of the fecular arm, to bring that heretic to punifh
ment ; and he himfclf beheld from his window the dif
ma] fpeCl:acle. Wifhart fuffered with the ufual patience; 
but could not forbear remarking the triumph of his in
fulting enemy. He foretold, that, in a few days, he 
fhould, in the very fame place, lie as low, as now he 
was exalted aloft, in opp:>fition to true Riety and re .. 
ligion . 

THIS prophecy was probably the immediate caufe of Affa.ffina

the event, which it foretold. The difciples of this mar- tdi!>n
1
ofBcar-

ma ea• 
tyr, enraged at the cruel e1ecution, formed a confpiracy ton. 

againfl: the cardinal ; and having affociated to them Nor
man Lefiy, who was difgull:ed on account of fome pri
vate 1 uarrcl, they conducted their ente prize with great 
fecrccy and fuccefs. Early in the morning they entered 
the cardinal's palace, \Vhich he had frrongly fortified; 
and though they were not ~bove fixtecn perfons, they 

x Knox's Hift, of Ref, P• 44. Spotfwood, Y Spotfwood, Bu-
~~anan,. · 

thruft 
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c H A P thrufr out a hundred tradefmen and fifty fervants, whom 
~they feized feparately, before any fufpicion arofe of their 

:rsf7· intentions; and having ihut the gates, they proceeded 
very deliberately to execute their purpofc on the cardinal. 
That prelate had been alarmed with the noife which he 
.heard in the caftle ; and had barricadoea the door of his 
chamber: But finding that they had brought fire in or
der to force their way, and having obtained, as is be
lieved, a promife of life, he opened the door; and re
minding them, that he was a priefr, he conjured them to 
fpare him. Two of the affaffins ru.lhed upon him with 
drawn fwords; but a third, James 11elvil, more calm 
and more confiderate in villany, fi:opped their career, and 
bade them refleCt, that this facrifice was the work and 
judgment of God, and ought to be executed with be
coming deliberation and gravity. Then turning the 

·point of his fword towards Beaton, he called to him, 
" Repent thee, thou wicked cardinal, of all thy fins 
" and iniquities, but efpccially of the murder of vVifhart, 
" that infirument of God for the converfion of thefe 
~~ lands : It is his death, which now cries vengeance 
" upon thee : vVe are fi .ut by God to inflict the de
" ferved puniihment. For here, before the Almighty, 
" I protefi:, that it is neither hatred of thy perfon, nor 
" love of thy riches, nor fear of thy power, which 

" moves me to feek thy death : But only bec~ufe thou 
" haft been, and frill remainefi, an obfrinate enemy to 
" Chrifi: Jcfus, and his holy gofpd." Having fpoken 
thefe words, without giving Beaton leifurc to finifh that 
rcpl'ntancc, to which he exhorted him, he thrufi him 
through the body; and the cardinz.l fell dead at his 

feet 7
• T is munlcr was executed on the 28th of 1-1ay 

. 1546· 

z The famo~.:s Scotch reformer, J > w Knox, calls James Me! vi!, p. 65. 
a man moll gentle and motl mcifdl-. It is \e.y horrid, but at the f:ln~e time 

fomewhat an,ulini, to co~>fider th:: joy and Jlacr:ty ::nd plcafure, which that 

.hiflo.ia, 
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J 5 A 6. The affaffins, being reinforced by their friends C H A P • 
"t XXX!V. 

to the number of a hundred and forty perfons, prepared '-v--:-J 

themfel ves for the defence of the ca:fl:le, and fent a mef- 1 547 • 

fenger to London, craving affi:fl:ance from Henry. That 

prince, though Scotland was comprehended in his peace 

with France, would not forego this opportunity of dif-

~urbing the government of that kingdom ; and he pro-

rpifed to take them under his protection. 

IT was the peculiar misfortune of Scotland, that five 

:fhort reigns had been fucceffively followed by as many 

long minorities ; and the execution of ju:fl:ice, which the 

11rince was beginning to introduce, h d b en continually 

interrupted by the cabals, faCtions, and animofities of 

1he great. But bcfides thefe inveterate and ancient evils, 

a new fource of diforder had arife.n, the difputes and 

contcn~ions of theology, which were fufficient to difl:urb 

!h~ mofl: fettlcd government; and the death of the cardi
nal, who was poffefied of ability and vigour, feeme l 

much to weaken the hands of the admini:fl:ration. But 

the queen-dow~ger was a woman of uncommon talent 

~nd ~~rtue; am~ ihe did as much to fupport the govern

ment, and fupply the weaknef:-; of Arran, the governor, 

as could pc expeCted in her fituati n. 
THE proteCt:or of England, as foon as the government Ccnducl nf 

'ras brought to foine compofurc made preparations for thr:wa rwitla 
' Scotland. 

the war with Scotland; and he was determined to exe-

cute, if poffible, that projeCt, of uniting the two king-

qoms by marriage, on whi"h the late king had been fo 

intent, anq vvhtch he had recomtnended with his dying 

breath to his executors. He levie~ ~n army of 18,ooo 

hifiorian difcn~·c r in his narra1ive of this aff::.11in::tion : And :it is remarkable 
t hat in the firfi editio·n of his work, thefe wo"rds were printed on the m3t£in 

u( the p;~ge, The godly Fa.9 and Jf/ords of James Mefvil. But the follow in T 

ed itors tetrenchcd them. Knox himf~l f had no hand tn the murder of B~a 

t on; hut he aften\·arcls joined the affnfiim, and nffified them in holdlng o.ut 

·~e ea file. See Kcith ' ~: Hi!l. of the Ref. of Scotland, p. ·43· 
men, 
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c H A 1'. men, and equipped a Reet of fixty fail, one half of which 
~~ were fhips of war, the other loaded with provi!ions and 

B47· ammumtwn. He gave the command of the fleet to lord 
Clinton: He himfelf marched at the head of the army, 
attended by .the earl of W arwic. T.Qefe hofi:ile meafure~ 
were covered with a pretence of revenging fome depreda
tions committed by th~ borderers ; but be!ides, that 
Somerfet revived the ~ncient claim of ~he fuperiority 
of the Englifh crown ov~r that of Scotland, he refufed 
to enter i to negociation on any other condition tha!l 
th~ marriage of the young queen with Ed1pard. 

THE protector, before he opened the campaig.p, pub
liilied a manifefro, in which he enforced all the argu
plents for that meafure. He faid, that nature feemed ori
ginally to have intended this ifland for one empire ; and 
having cut it off from all commY!lication with forcigq 
fl-ates, and guarded it by the ocean, fhe had pointed ou~ 
to the inhabitants the road to happincfs and to fecurity : 
'I'hat the education and cufroms of the people concurred 
with nature ; and by giving them the fame language, 
and laws, and manners, had invited them to a thoroug~ 
union and coalition: That fortune pad at ]aft removed 
all obfracles, and had prepared an expedient, by which 
they might become one people, without leaving any place 
for that jealoufy either of honour or of interefr, to whic~ 
.rival nations are naturally expofed: That the crown of , 
Scotland had devolved on a female ; that of England on 
a male; and happily the two fovcreigns, as of a rank, 
were alfo of an age, the mofr fuitable to each other: 
That the hofrile difpofition, which prevailed between 
the nations, and which arofe f;om pafr injuries, would 
foon be extinguifhed, after a long and fecure peace had 
~frablifhed confidence between them: That the memory 
of former miferies, which at prefent inflamed their mu
tual animofity, would then ferve only to make them 

5 cheriih, 
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<:herifh, with more paffion, a ftate of happincfs and tran- c H A P • 
. 11. r 1 k h . n Th XXXIV. qUI tty, 10 ong un nown tot etr ancenors : at when..__ ____ _ 

hofi:ilities had ceafed between the kingdoms, the Scot i , 
nobility, who were at prefent obliged to remain perpe
tually in a warlike pofi:ure, would learn to cultivate the 
arts of peace, and would [often their minds to a love of 

domefi:ic order and obcdienc~: That as this fituation was 
defirab1e to both kingdoms, f~ particularly to Scotland, 
which had been expofed to the greatefi: miferies from in

tefl:ine and foreign wars, and faw herfe1f every moment 

in danger of lofing her independancy, by tne efforts of 

a richer, and more powerful people: That though Eng-
land had claims of fuperiority, 1he was willing to refign 
every pretenfian for the fake of future peace, and defired 
an union, which would be the more fecure, as it would 
be concluded on terms entirely equal : And that, befides 
all thefe motives, pofitive engagements had been taken 
for completing this alliance ; and the honour and good 

faith of the nation were pledged to fulfil what her intere!t 
and fafety fo loudly demanded a. 

SoMERSET foon perceived, that thefe remonfhances 
would have no influence ; and that the queen dowager's 
attachment to France and to the catholic religion would 
render ineffectual all ncgociations for the intended mar-
riage. He found himfe1f, therefore, obliged to try the 
force of arms, and to confi:rain. the Scots by neceffity to 
fubmit to a meafure, for which they feemed to have en
tertained the moft incurable averfion. He paffed the zd Sep~ 

borders at Berwic, and advanced towards Edinburgh, 
without meeting any refifi:ance for fome days, except from 
fome fmall caftles, which he obliged to furrender at 

clifcretion. The protector in tended to have puniilied the 
governor and garrifon of 0 .1 of thofe cafi:Ies for their 
temerity in refifi:ing fuch unequal force: But they eluded 

a Sir John Haywood in Kenn~t, p, 279• Heylin, P• 42., 
his 
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c H A P. his anger by a!king only a few hours' refpite, till they-
XXXIV. . 

'--'"v--1 :lhould prepare themfelves for death ; after whtch they 
1 547• found his ears more open to their applications for 

mercy c. 

THE governor of Scotland had fummoned together the 
whole force of the kingdom; and his army, double in 
number to that of the Engli:lh, had taken pofr on advan
tageous ground, guarded by the banks of the Efke, about 
four miles from Edinburgh. The Englifh came within 
fight of them at Fafide; and after a fkirmifh between the 
horfe, where the Scots were worfred, and lord Hum~ 
dangerou!ly wounded, Somerfet prepared himfelf for a more 
decifive action. But having taken a view of the Scotch 
camp with the earl of Warwic, he found it difficult to 

make an attempt upon it with any probability of fuccefs. 
He wrote, therefore, another letter to Arran; and offer .. 
ed to evacuate the kingdom, as well as to repair all da
mages which he had committed, provided the Scots 
would fripulate not to contract the queen to any foreign 
prince, but to detain her at home, till :lhe reached the age 
of chufing a huiband for herfelf. So moderate a de
mand was rejctl:ed by the Scots merely on account of its 
moderation; and it made them imagine that the protec
tor muff: either be reduced to great difrrefs or be influenced 
by fear, that he was now contented to abate fo much of 
his former pretenfions. Influenced alfo by their pricfrs, 
who had come to the camp in great nutl'lbcp, they be
lieved, that the Engli:lh were detefrable heretics, abhorred 
of God, and expofed to divine vengeance ; and that no 
fuccds could ever crown their arms. They were con
firmed in this fond conceit, when they f:1.w the protcClor 
change his ground, and move towards the fca ; nor did 
they any longer doubt, that he intended to cmbJrk hi~ 
;).rtny, an.d make his cfcape on board the ihip, , \Yhich .-t 



EDWARD VI. 

that very time moved into the bay, oppofite to him d. C H A P. 

Determined therefore to cut off his retreat, they quitted ~ 
their camp; and paffing the river Efke, advanced into the 1547. 

plain. They were divided into three bodies : Angus 1oth Sept. 

commanded the vanguard; Arran the main body; Hunt-
Icy the rear: Their cavalry confifred only of light horfe, 
which were placed on their left flank, frrengthened by 
fome Iriili archers, whom Argyle had brought over for 
this fervice. 

SoMERSET was much pleafed when he faw this move-
ment of the Scottifh army; and as the Engliili had ufually 
been fuperior in pitched battles, he conceived great hopes 
of fuccefs. He arrange his van o the ]eft, farthefi: 
from the fea ; and ordered them to remain on the high 
grounds on which he placed them, till the enemy iliould 
approach : He placed his main battle and his rear towards The b:lt le 

· of Pinkey. 
the nght; and beyond the van he pofted lord Grey at the 
head of the men at arms, and ordered him to take the 
Scotch van in flank, but not till they iliould be engaged 
in clofc fight with the van of the Eng1ifh. 

WHILE the Scots were advancing on the plain, they 
were galled with the artillery from the Englifh £hips : 
rrhe cldeft fon of lord Graham was killed : The Iriili 
archers were thrown into diforder; and even the other 
troops began to fragger: \Vhen lord Grey, perceiving 
their fituation, neglected !1is orders, left his ground, and 
at the head of his heavy-armed bode made an ~tta k on 
the Scottifh infantry, in hopes of gaining to himfelf all 
the honour of the viCtory. On advancing, he found a 
flough and ditch in his w:1y; and bchinJ were ranged the 
enemy armed with fpears, and the field, on whi h they 
fiood, was fallow ground, broken with ridges, which by 
acrofs their front, and diforJered the movements of the 
Englifh cavalry. From all thefe accidents, the !hock of 

41 Holli r g!hrd1 p. 9~5• 

this 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 

C H A P. this body of horfe was feeble and irregular; and as they 
XXXIV. . d 1 . f h S '{} r. h' h , • were receive on t 1e pomts o- t e cott1 1 1pears, w JC 

'547· were longer than the lances of the Engliili horfemen, they 
were in a moment pierced, overthrown, and difcomfited. 
Grey himfelf was dangeroufly wounded: tord EJward 
Seymour, fon of the protetl:or, had his horfe killed under 
him : The ftandard was near being taken : And had the 
Scots po!fe!fed any good body of cavalry, who could have 
purfued the advantage, the whole Englifh army had been 
expofed to great danger e. 

THE protetl:or mean-while, affifred by Sir Ralph Sad
ler and Sir Ralph Vane, employed himfelf with diligence 
and fuccefs, in rallying the cavalry. Warwic iliowed 
great prefence of mind in maintaining the ranks of the 
foot, on which the horfe had recoiled : He made Sir Pe
ter Meut::ts advance, captain of the foot harquebufiers, 
and Sir Peter Gamboa, captain of fome Italian and Spa
nifh harqucbufiers on horfeback; and ordered them to 
ply the Scottiili infantry with their iliot. They marched 
to the flough, and difcharged their pieces full in the face 
of the enemy: The ihips gafled them from the flank: 
The artillery, planted on a height, infefted them from 
the front : The Englifh archers poured in a fhower of ar
rows upon them: And the vanguard, dcfccnding from the 
hill, advanced, leifurely and in good order, towards them. 
Difinayed with all thefe circumfianccs, the Scottiili van 
began to retreat : The retreat foon changed into a flight, 
which was begun by the Iriili archers. The pannic of 
the van communicated itfelf to the main body, and paf
:Mng thence to the rear, rendered the whole field a fcene 
of confufion, terror, flight, and confi:ernation. The 
Engliili army perceived from the heights the condition of 
t;he Scots, an? began the purfuit with loud fuouts and ac
clamations, which added frill more to the difmay of the 

e Patten, Hollingfhed, p. g<'6, 
· vanquifhed. 



ED'\VARD 'I. 

vanquifhed. The horfe in particular, eager to revenge c H A ?. 
XXXIV. the affront, which they had received in the beginning of~ 

the day, did the moft bloody execution on the flying 1 547· 

~nemy; and from the field of battle to Edinburgh, for the 
fpace of five miles, the whole grouP.d was 1howed with 

dead bodies. The priefts above all, and the monks re-

ceived no quarter; and the Englifl1 m2.de t!1ort of fiaugh ... 

tering men, who, from their extreme zeal and animofity, 

had engaged in an enterprife fo iJJ befittin~ their i rofcf-

:fion. Few victories have been more decifive, or gained 
with fmaller lofs to the conquerors. 1-.hc~ fell not t\ ·o 

hundred of the Englifh ; and accotding to the moft mo-

derate computation, there perifhed above ten thoufand of 

the Scots. About fifteen hundred were taken pri!oners. 
'his action was called the battle of Pinkcy, from a no 

bleman's feat of that name in the neigl · ourhood. 

THE queen-dowager and Arr::m fled t tirling, and 
'were fcarcely able to collect fuch a body of forces as cou!d 

check the incurfions of fmall parties of the Engliib. 

About the fame time, the earl of Lenox an lord Vlhar

ton entered the \V il Marches, at the head of five thou

fand men, and after taki.ag and plunde1 ing Ann an, they 

fpread devaibtion over ail the ncighbom ;, g counties 1• 

Had Somerfet profecut d his ach•antages, he might ha;·_ 
impofcd lvhat terms he pleaied on the Scuttifh n~ti )11; 

:aut he was ·imp~tient to return to • nglar.d, ·,vhere, he 

heard, fome counfellor , :mg ev n his O\\·n bt oth 'r, tl1e 

admiral, w~re carrying on cabals againft his authority. 

Ha\'ing taken the caftles of Hume, DungJ~fs, Eymoutil, 

ftcaHle, Roxborough, and feme ther fm· !1 places; 
and having reccivcJ the fubmiffion of fome counties oa 

tl e bor.ders, he retired from Scotland. The. fhet, bc

.fi e defl:roying all the £hips along the co2.tt, tooi=: Broughty 
in the 1.• rith of Tay; and lnving fortified it, ~:1cy thne t ft 

f Hollingfh-.d, p. 99~. 
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~ H A P.· a garrifon. Arran defired leave to fend commiffio• 
XXXIV. f d S r. h · 

\o.....-v--1 ners in order to treat o a peace ; an · omenet, avmg 
1-547· appointed B ·rwic for the place of conference,. left War• 

wic with full po\vcrs to ncgociate: But no r2oremiffioners 
from Scotland ever appeared. The overture of the Scot'i 

was an artifice, to gain time, till fuccours ihould arrive, 

~h Nov. 

.A • at-1'a-

from France. 
THE proteCl:or, on his arrival in England, fummoned 

a parli.a:nent : And being fomcwhat elated V{ith his fuc· 

cef:- againll: the Scots, he procured from his nephew a 

patent, appointing him to fit on the throne, upon a fl:ool 
er bench at the right hand of the king, and to enjoy the 
fame honours and privileges, that had ufually been pof· 
fcfTed ny any prince of the blood, or uncle of the kings 
ef England. In this patent, the king employed his dif· 

penfing power, by fetting afidc the fratute of precedency, 
ena3:cd daring the former reign g:. But if Somerfet gave 
ofFence by afruming too much fl:ate, he deferves great 
praife on account of the laws paffed this feffion, by whicli 
the rigour of former fl:atutes was much mitigated~ and 
fomc fccurity given to the freedom of the conftitution.. 
All laws were repealed, which ext~nded the crime oi 
trcafon bQyond the ftatute of the twenty-fifth of Edward 

Ill. h; all laws enaCted during the late reign, extending 

the crime of felony ; all the former laws againfi Lollal
dy or herefy, together with the ftatute of the fix articles. 
None were to be accufed for words, but within a montll 

~fter they were fpoken. By thefe repeals feveral of the 
moft rigorous laws, that ever had paffed in England, 

were annulled ; and fome dawn, both of civil and re

tigio ts liberty, began <-o appear to the people. Herefy, 

however 7 was frill a capital crime by the common law, 
2nd was fubjeCl:ed to the penalty of burning. Only, 

here remained no precife ftamlard, by V·thich that crime 

h i EC.w. VI, c, I~. 
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totlld be defined or determined: A circumflance, which c H A P. 

might either be advantageous or hurtful to public fecurity, ~ 
according to the difpofition of the judges. 1547• 

A REPEAL alfo paired of that law, the defl:ruction of 

all laws, by which the king's proclamation was made of 
equal force with a fl:atute i. T'hat other law was like
wife mitigated, by which the king was empowered to 
annul every fl:atute paffcd before the four and twentieth 
year of his age: He could prevent their future execution; 
but could not rccal any pafl: effects, which had enfued 
from them k. 

IT was alfo enacted, that all who denied the king's 
fupremacy, or afferted the pope's, lhould, for the firft 
offence, forfeit their goods and chattels, and fuffer im
prifonment during pleafure; for the fccond offence, 
:lhould incur the penalty of a prtemunire; and for the third 
ofFence be attainted of treafon. But if any, after the 
firft of March cnfuing, endeavoured, by writing, print· 
ing, or any overt act or deed, to deprive the king of his 
efiate or titles, particularly of his fuprcmacy, or to con
fer them on any other, he was to be adjudged guilty of 
treafon. If any of the heirs of the crown :lhouJd ufurp 
upon another, or endeavour to break the order of fuccef
fion, it was declared tteafon in them, their aiders and 
abettors. Thefe were the mofl: con:liderable aCl:s paired 
during this feffion. The members in general difcovereJ 
a very paffivc difpofition with regard to religion : Some 

few appeared zealous for the reformation : Others fe-
crctly harboured a fl:rong propenfity to the catholic f< ith : 

, 

But the (l;reatefl: part appeared ·illing to take any impref ... 
fion, wh ·eh they fhould receive from inter fl:, authority,. 
or the r~igning fafhion 1• 

THE com·ocation met at the fame time with the par .. 
li.lmrnt; ~I.d as it was found, that their aebates were at 

f. ;; •• ,ll...-, VI, C'. :z. k Ibid. 
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c H A P. fidl. cramped by the ricrourous ftatutc cf the fix arti· 
~ des, the king granted them a difpenfation from that law, 

JS+7· before it was repealed by parliament m. The lower houfe 
of convocation applied to have liberty of fitting with the 
commons in parliament; or if this privilege were refufed 
them, which they claimed as their ancient right, they 
defired, that no law, regarding religion, might pafs in 
parliament without their confent and approbation. But 
the principles, which now prevailed, were more favour
able to the civil than to the ecclefiafiical power; and this 
demand of the convocation was rejected. 

154
s, THE protector had affented to the repeal of that law, 

which gave to the king's proclamations the authority of 
fl:atutes ; but he did not intend to renounce that arbitrary 
or difcretionary exercife of power, which had ever been 
affumed by the crown, and which it is difficult to diftin-

fartherpro· guith exactly from a fulllegifiative power. He even con
J!:ref; of ~he tinued to exert this authority in fome particulars, which 

were then regarded as the mofi momentous. Orders were Jetormauon, 

iffued by council, that candles iliould no longer be car
ried about on Candlcmas-day, afhes on Aih-wednefday, 
palms on Palin-funday n. Thefe were ancient religioui 
praB:ices, now denominated fupedlitions; though it is 
fortunate for mankind, "vhen fuperfrition happens to take 
a direction fo innocent and inoffenfive. The fevere dif
pofition, which naturally attends all reformers, prompted 
likcwife the council to abolifh feme gay and {howy cere
monies, which belonged to the ancient religion °. 

At:\ order was alfo ifrued by council for the removal of 
all im~1ges from the churche~ : An innovation which was 
much defired by the reformers, and which alone, with 
reg?Lrd to the populace, amounted almofi to a total change 

ra Antiq. Britan. p. 339• 

nl. ii. P• 24-1. He> !in, P· 5 5• 

11 Burnet, ''ol. ii. p. 59• Collier, 

• Burnct, vol. ii. 
of 



\D, E D 'V' A R D VI. 309 
of the eftablifhed religion J>. An attempt had been made c H A P. 

to feparate the ufe of images from their abufe, the reve-~ 
rence from the worfhip of them; but the execution of this 154S. 

ocfi n was found, upon trial, very difficult, if not wholly 
impracticable. 

As private maffi s were abolilhed by law, it became ne
ceffary to compofe a new communion-fervice; and the 
council went fo far, in the preface which they had pre
£xed to this work, as to leave the practice of auricula 
confeffion wholly indifferent q. This was a prelude to 
the entire abolition of that invention, one of the mofr 

powerful engines that ever was contrived for degrading 
the laity, anJ giving their fpiritual guides an entire 
afcendant over them. And it may juftly be faid, that~ 
though the priefi:'s abfolution, which attends confcffion, 
ferves fomewhat to cafe weak minds from ti e immediate 
agonies of fuper!titious terror, it oper'ltes only by enforc
ing fuperfi:ition itfelf, and therehy preparing the mind for 
a more violent relapfe into the !:1.me diiorders. 

THE people were at that time extremely di.ftraCl:ed, b/· 
the oppofite opinions of their preachers ; and :1 they were 
totally unable to judge of the reafons advanced on ei
ther fide, and natura1l y rcg::trded every thing which the· 
heard at church, as of equal authority, a great confufion 
and Jlucru~ tion refulted from this uncertaint ~. '!he 

council firfi: endeavoured to remedy that inconveni~nce 
by laying fome rdhaints on preaching ; but findillg thi 
expedient ineffectual, they impofed a total filcnce on the 
p ·eachers, and thereby put an end at once to all the pole
mics of the pulpit r. By the nature of things;:~ thi re

ihaint could only be temporary. For in proportion as the 
ceremonies of pu' lie worfhip, its ih..:!ws and e ·terior ob
fervat er , were retrenched by th~ r formers~ the pcopl 

P T,urnet, vol. ii. p. 6o. Collier, vol. ii, p. 241. Heylin p. r;·. 
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c H A P. were inclined to contraCl: a fl:ronger attachment to fer~ 
XXXlV. h l h . d . 
~mons, w ence a one t ey receive any occupatiOn or 

1548· amufement. The ancient religion, by giving its votaries 
fomething to do, freed them from the trouble of think

ing : Sermons were delivered only in the principal 

churches, and at fome particular fafrs and fefrivals : And 

the practice of haranguing the populace, which, if abufcd, 

is fo powerful an incitement to faction and [edition, had 
much lefs fcopc and influence during thofe ages. 

AfFairs of THE greater pro2:refs was made towards a reformation 
S\.otland. ...., 

in England, the farther did the protetl.or find himfelf 

from all profpect of completing the union with Scotland; 
and the queen-dowager, as well as the clergy, became 

the more averfe to all alliance with a nation, which had 

fo far departed from all ancient principles. Somerfct, 

having taken the town of Haddington, had ordered it to 

be fhongly garrifoned and fortified, by lord Grey: He 
alfo ereCled fome fortifications at Lauder : And he hoped, 
that thcfe two places, together with Broughty and fome 

fmaller fortrefles, which were in the hands of the Eng
li!h, would ferve as a curb on Scotland ; and would give 
him accefs into the heart of the country. 

ARRAN, being difappointcd in fome attempts on 
Broughty, relied chiefly on the fuccours expected from 
France, for the recovery of thefe places; and they arrived 

at laft in the Frith, to the number of fix thoufand men; 

one half of them Germans. They were commanded by 

Deffe, and under him by Andelot, Strozzi, Meillerayc, 
and count Rhingravc. 'The Scots were at that time fo 

funk by their misfortunes, that five hundred Engli!h horfe 

were able to ravage the whole country without refifrance; 
and make inroads to the gates of the capital s : But on 

the appearance of the French fuccours, they colleCted 

more courage; and having joined Deffe with a confider-

s l)cague, hifl. of the Ca:npgncs 154 8 and 1 S49' P• 6. 
able 
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·aoie reinforcement, they laid fiege to Haddington t. This c H A P. 
XXXIV. 

was an undertaking for which they were by themfelves "'---V--1 

totally unfit; and even with the affifi:ance of the French, 1 5 1;~· 
they placed their chief hopes of fuccefs in fi:arving the 
·garrifon. After fome vain attempts to take the place by 
a regular fiege, the blockade was formed, and the garrifon 
was rcpulfed with lofs in fcveral fallics which they made 
-upon the befiegers. 

THE hofi:ilc attempts, which the bte king and the 
protector had made againfi: Scotland, not being fieadyJ 
regular, nor puihed to the lafi: extremity, had fervcd only 
to irritate the nation, ana to infpire them with the {hang
eft averfion to that union, !Which was courted in fo 
violent a manner. Even thofe who were inclined to the 
·Engli!h alliance, ·were difpleafed to have it impofed on 
them by force of arms; and the earl of Huntley in parti
cular, fa id pleafantly, that he di!liked not the match, 
but he hated the manner of wooing u. The queen-dow
ager, finding thefe fentiments to prevail, callPd a parlia
ment, in an ablJey near Haddington; and it was there 
propofed, that the young queen, for her greater fecurity, 
fuould be fent to France, and be committed to the cufio
cly of that ancient ally. Some objeCl:ed, that this mca
fure was defperate, allowed no rcfource in cafe of miC
carriage, expofed the Scots to be fubjeCl:ed by foreigners, 
involved them in perpetual war with England, and left 
them no exp ciicnt, by which they could conciliate the 
friendihip of that powerful nation. It was anfwercd, on 
the other hand, that the queen's prefcnce was the very 
caufe of war with England ; that that nation would 
<lefifi:, when they found, that their views of forcing a 
marriage had become altogether impraB:icablc; and that 
Henry, being engaged by io high a mark of confidence, 
.would take their fovereign und'fr his protecrion, and ufe 

t Hollinglhed1 p. 993• u Heylin, P• 46, Pattcno 
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c H A P. his utmoft efforts to defend the kingdom. Thefe argu ... 
XXXIV. . F h Id h" h I . 1 '--v---1 ments were :nded by renc go , w ,Ic was p entlfu ly 

l548•· di:fhibuted among the nobles. The governor had a pen
fion conferred on him of twelve thoufand livres a year, 
received the title of duke of ~hatelrault, and obtained for: 
his fon the command of a hundred men at arms w. And 
as the clergy dreaded the confequences of \.he £ngli{h al~ 
liance, they feconded this meafure with all the zeal and 
indufrrv, which either principle or intereft could infpire. 

Yourr; ·It was ~ccordingly determined to fend the queen t~Francei 
~ueen of 11. d b h Jr r. Scots fent and what was undenroo to e t e necenary con1equence, 
into f"r~llcr. to marry her to the dauphin. Villegaignon, commander 

of four French gallies lyi~g in the Frith of Forth, fet fail 
as if he intended to return home ; but when he reached 
the open fea, he turned north~ards, paired by the Ork
neys, and came jn o;;_ the weft coaft at Dunbarton: An 
extraordinary 'oyagc f( r fnips of that fabric x. The 
young q ucen was there committed to him ; and being at
tended by the lords Arelkinc and Livingftonc, ihe put 
to fea, and after meeting with fome tempeftuous wea
ther, arrived fafcly at Breft, \\'hence !he \-Vas conduCted 
to Paris, and foon after ihe was betrothed t? the dauphin. 

So::-..IERSET, 1 rdfed by many difficulties at home, and 
defpair"ng of fuccefs i~ his cntcrprize againfr Scotland, 
was ddirous of compofing the differences with that king
dom, ~nd he ofFered the Scots a ten years' truce ; but as 
they infificd on his reftoring all the places \-vhich he hac\ 
taken, the propoial came 'to nothing. The Scots reco
vered the fortrdles of H umc and Fafi-cafrle by furprize, 
and put the garrifons to the fword : They repu1fed, with 
lofs, the Englifh, who, under the command of lord 
Seymour, made a defcent, fi.rft in Fife, then at I\1on~ 
tJ:o[c: In the forn~er aB:ion, J ames Stuart, natural bro-

w Burnet, vo. ii. r. S3. Rt;chanan, lib. xv. Keith, p. 55• Thua· 
nuf, lio, "· c, 1 5· x Th,J,;nns, lib."· c, I_;. 
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1 
h r o the queen, acquired honour; in the latter, Are- c H A P. 

' XXXIV 
fkine of Dun. An attempt was made by Sir Robert ~ 
Bowes and Sir Thomas Palmer, at the head of a confi- 1548. 

derable body, to throw relief into Haddington; but thefe 
troops, falling into an ambufcade, were almofi wholly 
cut in pieces r. And though a fmall body of two hundred 

;men efcaped all the vigilance of the French, and arriv d 

fafcly in Haddington, wit~ fome ammunition and provi-
:fions, the garrifon was r:educed to fuch difficulties, that 
the protedor found it neceffary to provide more effeCtu-
ally for their relief. He raifed an army of eighteen thou-

fancl men, and add"ng three thot.Ifand Germans, who, on 

the cliifolution of the protefiant alliance, had offered their 

fcrvice to England, he gave the command of the whole 
to the earl of Shrcw!bury z, D'Effe raifed the blockade 

pn the approach of the Engli!h; and with great difficulty 
1r.ade good his retreat to Edinburgh, where he po:ftcd 

imfclf advantageouHy. Shrewfbury, who had loft the 
~pportunity of attacking him on his march, durfi: not 

give him battle in his 1 refent :fituation; and contenting 

himfelf with the :1dvantage already gained, of fupplying 
iiaddingtnn, he r tired into England. 
1 

1.'HouGI-~ the protection of France was of great confe-

nuence to the Scots, in fupporting them againfr the inva-
fions of England, they reaped frill more benefit from tr..e 
Jifiraccions alld divifions, which had crecpcd into the 

cour.cils of that latter kingdom. E,·cn the two brothers, Cal,als of 
. • lord Sey. 

the proteCtor :md admiral, not content w1th the h1gh fia- mour, 

tions w 'eh they fevcrally enjoyed, and the great emi-
llencc to which they h::1.d rifen, had entertained the moft 

viol nt jealoufy of each other's authority; <md they divided 
the whole court and kingdom, by their oppofite cabals and 
)fCtenfions. Lord Sevmour ·was a man of infatiable am-

' fition; arrogant, a!ruming, implacable; and though 

1 Stowe, p. 595• HolliPglhcd, F• 99<l·• :t fla)·ward, p. 1.gr. 

cfl:et..med 
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c H A P. eHccmed of fupcrior capacity to the proteCl:or, he poireli'cd 
~ not to the fame degree the confidence and regard of the 

151 • people. By his flattery and addrefs, he had fo infinuated 
himfclf into the good graces of the queen-dowager, that, 
forgetting her ufual prudence and decency, file married 
him immediately upon the dcmife of the late king: Info
much, that, l~ad file foon proved pregnant, it might have 
been doubtful to which hufband the child belonged. The 
credit and riches of this alliance fupported the ambition 
of the ad·miral; but gave umbrage to the dutchefs of So
merfet, who, uneafy that the younger brother's wife 
fuould have the precedency, employed all her credit 
with her hufband, ' which was 'too great, firfl: to create, 
then to widen, the breach between the two brothers a. 

THE fidl: fymptoms of this mifunden1anJing appeared 
when the proteB:or commanded the army in Scotland. 
Secretary Paget, a man devoted to Somerfet, remarked, 
that Scymour was forming feparate intrigues among the 
counfellors ;. was corrupting, by prefents, the king's fer
vants ; and even endeavouring, by improper indulgences 
and liberalities, to captivate the affections of the young 
monarch. Paget reprefcnted to him the danger of this 
conduct; dcfired him to reflect on the numerous enemies, 
whom the fudden elevation of their family had created; 
and warned him that any diifention between him and the 
proteCl:or would be greedily laid hold of, to effe&uate .the 
ruin of both. Finding his rcmo11ftrances negleB:ed, he 
conveyed intelligence of the danger to Somerfet, and en
gaged him to leave the enterprize upon Scotland unfinifh
ed, in order to guard againft the attempts of h}s domeft:ic 
enemies. In the enfuing parliament, .the admiral's pro
jects appeared frill more dangerous to public tranquillity; 
and as he had acquired many partizans and retainers, he 
made a direct attack upon his brother's authority. He 

a Hayward, p, 301, Heylin_, p. 71., Camden, Thuanus, .lib. vi. c, S• 
!Iaynes1 P• 6g, 
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rcprefented to his friends, that formerly, durinz a mino- c H A P. 

rity, the office of protecror of the kingdom had been kept~ 
feparate from that of governor of the king's perfon; and 154S. 

that the prefent union of thefe two important trufis con-

ferred on Somerfet an authority, which could not fafely 
be lodged in any fubjeB: b. The young king was even 

prevailed on to write a letter to the parliament, de!iring 

that Seymour might be appointed his governor; and that 
nobleman had formed a party in the two houfes, by which 

he hoped to efFect his purpofe. The dc!ign was difcovercd 
before its execution ; and fome common friends were fcnt 
to remonftrate with him, but had fo little influence, that he 

threw out many menacing expreffions, and raih1y threat-

ened, that, if he were thwarted in his attempt, he w~uld 

make this parliament the blackeft that ever was in Eng-

land c. The council fent for him, to anfwer for his con-

duB:; but he refufcd to attend: They then began to 

threaten in their turn, and informed him, that the king's 

letter, inftead of availing him any thing to the execution 

of his views, would be imputed to him as a criminal cn-

terprize, and be conftrued as a de!ign to difturb the go

vernment, by forming a feparate intereft with a child and 
minor. They even let fall fome menaces of fending him 

to the 'rower for his temerity; and the admiral, finding 

himfclf prevented in his de!ign, was obliged to fubmit, 

and to de!ire a reconciliation with hi<> brother. 

THE mild and moderate temper of Somerfet made him 

willing to forget thefe entcrprizes of the ad.Liral; but the 

ambition of that turbulent fpirit could not be fo ea!ily ap

peafed. His fpoufc, the queen-dowager, died in child

bed: but fo far from regarding this event as a check to 

his afpiring views, he founded on it the fchcme of a more 

extraordinary elevation. He made his addreffcs to the 

lady Elizabeth, then in the fixteenth year of her age; and 

b Haynes, p. Sz, 90. 
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c H A P.that princcfs, whom even the hurry of bufinefs, and th 
XXXIV. (i . f 1..~ • Id . h d 
~ pur ll!ts o arr.uJtiOi1n cou not, m er more a vance 

J54S. years, difengagc entirely from the tender paffions, feems 
to have Iifrencd to the i ~finuations of a man, who pof
fdlcd eyery talent proper to captivate the affections of the 

fair c. But as Henry VIII. had excluded his daughters 
from all hopes of fuccefiion; if they married w1th~ut the 

confent of his executors, which Seymour could never 
hope to obtain ; it was cor:. cl uded, that he propofed to 

efFectuate his purpofc by expedients ftill more rafh and 
more criminal. All the other meafures of the admiral 

tended to confirm this fufpicion. He continued to attack, 
by prefents, the fidelity of thofe who had more immedi
ate accefs to the king's p::rfon: He endeavoured to feduce 
that young prince into his interefrs : He found means of 

holding a private correfpondence with him : He openly 

decried his brother's adminiJJ.-ration; and a!ferted, that, 
by enlifring Germans, and other foreigners, he intended to 

form a mercenary army, \Yhich might endanger the king's 

authority, and the liberty of the people : By promifes and 

pcrfuafion he brought over to his party many of the prin-
ipal nobility; and had extended his intcrefr all O\'er 

England : He neglected not even the mofc popular per

f ns of inferior rank; and had compt.:ted, that he could, 
on occa!ion, mufter an army of ro,ooo men, compofed of 

his fervants, tenants, and retainer r: He had already pro

\'l 1ed arms for their uic; anJ havit 6 engaged in his in-

crtk~ Sir John Sharington, a corrupt man, mafrer of 
t-h~ mint at Brifrol, he flattered himfelf that money would 

iQ be "\V~.nting. Some{fet was well apprized of all thefe 
· iarmiLg circumft::mccs, and endeavoured, by the mofr 

. ri nd y expe<:licnt~, by in treaty, reaion, and even by heap

ing new favours upon the admiral, to ma ·e him defi.fl: 

~r .. 1 ... i~ d~ngerous counfcls : Bt.t finding all endeavours 

"" Haynes, p. 95, g6, xcz, IC8, t Ibid. p. 105, Io6. 
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ED'\VARD VI. 

ineffectual, he began to think of more fevere remedies. C H A P. 
XXXI.,., 

The earl of 'Varwic was an ill infrrument between the~ 

brothers ; and had formed the defign, by inflaming the J 54&. 

quarrel, to raife his own fortune on the ruins of both. 

DunLF.Y, earl of Warwic, Wi1S the fon of that Dud- Dudley, ~".nl 

I . ·11. H VII h h . b . ofWarw1c. ey, mmmer to enry . v: o, • avmg, y rapme, ex-

tortion, and perverfion of law, incurr d the hatred of the 

public, had been f«crificeJ to popular animofity, in the 

beginni.ng of the fubfcquent reign. The late king, fen-

fible of the iniquity, at ]call: illegality, of the fentencc, 

had afterward refl:orcd young Dudlcy's blood by act of 
parliament; and finding him endowed with ability,- in-

dufrry, and entcrprizc, he had e.ntrufred him with many 

important commands, and had ever found him fuccefs-

ful in his undertakings. He raifeJ him to the dignity 

of vifcount Lifle, conferred on him the office of admiral, 

2nd gave hi .1 by his will a pbce among his executors. 

Dudl y made ilill farther progrefs during the minority; 

and having obtained the title of earl of Warwic, and un

dermined the credit of Southampton, he bore the ch"ef 

rank among the protettor's counfellors. T'he Yietory, 

gained at bnl:ey, \Vas much afcribcd to his courage and 

eoncduB:; and he was univerf:ll!y regarded as a man equally 

endowed with the tal ·nts of peace and of W:!r. But all 

thcfe virtues were obfcureJ by fl:ill greater vices; an ex-

orbit:mt ambition, an infatiahle ava1icc, a neglect of de-

cency, a cont~mpt of juflice; And as he found, thatlord 

Scymour, whofi , abilities and enteq.rize he chiefly dre:1.d..::d, 

was itwolving himfelf in 'ruin by his rafh counfels, he 

was determined to pufh him on the prc~ipice; and thereby 

remove the chief obfl::..cle to his own projeB:cd grcatncfs. 

\.VHEN Somerfet foun , that the public peace was en

dangered by his brother1s i~2c:litious, not to fay rebellious, 

fchemes, he was the more cafily pcrfuaded by vVanvic to 

em1 loy the extent of royal authority againfl: him; and 
after 
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c H A P. after depriving him of 'the office of admiral, he figned a. 
XXXIV. c . . h' h T ' '---v---1 warrant 10r comm1ttmg 1m to t e ower. Some of his 

154&. accomplices were alfo taken into cufrody, and three privy 
counfellors, being fcnt to examine them, made a report, 
that they had met with very full and important difcovc
ries. Yet fiill the protector fufpended the blow, and 
:£bowed ::t reluctance to ruin his brother. He offered to 
defifl: frcm the profecution, if Seymour would promife 
l1im a cordial reconciliation ; and renouncing all am
bitious hopes, be contented with a private life, and re
tire into the country. But as Seymour made no other 
anfwer to thefe friendly offers than menaces and defiances, 
he ordered a charge to be drawn up againfl: him, confift
ing of thirty-three articles g; and the whole to be laid 
before the privy council. It is pretended, that every par
ticular was fo incontefribly proved, both by witneffes and 
his own hand-writing, that there was no room for doubt; 
yet did the council think proper to go in a body to the 
Tower, in order more fully to examine the prifoner. He 
was not daunted by the appearance: He boldly demanded 
a fair trial; required to be confronted with the witneffes; 
defired that the charge might be left with him, in order 
to be confidercd ; and ref ufed to anfwer any interrogatories, 
by which he might accufe himfelf. 

IT is apparent, that, notwithfranding what is pre .. 
tended, there mufr ha\'e been fome deficiency in the evi
dence againfi Seymour, when fuch demands, founded on 
the plaincil: principles of la\v and equity, were abfolutely 
rejceled. \V e !hall indeed conclude, if we carefully ex
amine the charge, that many of the articles were general, 
and !i arcely capable of any proof; many of them, if true, 
fufceptible of a more favourable interpretation; and that, 
though, on the whole, Seyr.wur appears to have been a 
<Lm;erotiS fubjctt, he h::d not advanced far in thofe trea .. 

fonable 
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fonable projeB:s imputed to him. The chief part of his c H A • 

atl:ual guilt fecms to have confified in fome unwarrantable ~ 
practices in the admiralty, by which pyrates were pro- 154S. 

teCl:ed, and illegal impofitions laid upon the merch~nts. 

BuT the adminifrration had, at that time, an eafy in

firument of vengeance, to wit, the Parliament ; and 

needed not to give thcmfelves any concern with regard 

either to the guilt of the pcrfons whom they profecuted, 

or the evidence which could be produced againfl: them. 
A feffion of parliament being held, it was refolved to pro- A parli.; 

ceed againfl: Seymour by bill of attainder ; and the young ~~n~overn~ 
king ,being induced, after much felicitation, to give his 

confent to it, a confiderable weight was put on his appro-

bation. T'he matter was firfi laid before the uppcr-houfe; 
and feveral peers, rifing up in their places, gave an ac-

count of what they knew concerning lord Scymour's 

conduB: and his criminal words or a.B:ions. Thefe narra- J549• 
tives were received as undoubted evidence· and thouo-h Attainderoi 

' 0 lord Sey-
the prifoner had formerly engaged many friends and par- mour. · 

tizans among the nobility, no one had either the courage 

or equity to move, that he might be heard in his own 

defence, that the tefiimony againfi him fhould be dclivere.d 

in a legal manner, and that he .lhould be confronted with 

the . witneffes. A little more fcruple \Vas made in th\! 

h ufe of commons : There were even fome members who 

objeB:ed againft the whole method of proceeding by bill 

of attainder, paffed in abfcnce; and infifrcd, that a for-

mal trial fuould be given to every man before his con

demnation. But when a mcf1age was fent by the king, en- March 2 

joining the houfe to proceed, and offering that the fame 

narratives fuould be bid before them which had fatisfied 
the peers, they were eafi.ly prevailed en to acqui .U eh. 
The bill pa!fed in a full hou{e. 1'\·ar four hundred \'oted 

for it; and not above nine or ten againfr it i. The fen-

h :1 & Edw. YI. c. !'3 , i F net, vol, i: P• 99• 

trnce 



H I S 1~ 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 

c H A P. tence was foon after executed, and the prifoner \Vas be ... 
~headed on To\\"er hilL The warrant was figned by So

ts-+8. merfet, who was expofed to much blame1 on account of 
Hh execu• . d · Th tion. the vwlence of thefe procee mgs. e attempts of the 

F.cclefiafli
'al affairs. 

admiral feem chiefly to have been levelled againfi his 
brother's ufurped authority; and though his ambitious1 

enterprizing charaCter, encouraged by a marriage with 
the lady Elizabeth, might have endangered the public 
tranquillity, the prudence, of forcfeeing evils at fuch a 
a difl:ance, was deemed too great ; and the remedy was 
plainly illegal. It could only be faid, that this bill of 
attainder was fomewhat more tolerable than the preceding 
opes, to which the nation hc.d been enured. For here, at 

leaft, fome fhadow of eyidence was produced. 

ALL the confiderable bufinefs tranfaB:ed this feffion 
befides the attainder of lord Seymour, rcg;1rded ecclefiaf
tical affairs; which were now the chief object of con
cern throughout the nation. A committee of bif..twps and 
divines had been appointed by the council, to compofe a 
liturgy; and they had executed the work committed to 
them. They proceeded with moderc.tion in this delicate 
-undertaking: They retained as much of the ancient mais 
as the principles of the reformers would permit: They 
indulged nothing to the fpirit of contradi :lion, which 
fo naturally takes place in all ;reat innov:ltions : And they 
:fb.ttcretl thcmfel\'es, that they h:1d efial.JlifheJ a fen•ice_, 
in Vi'hich e\'ery denomination of Ch1 iH:ians might, with
out fcruple, concur. The mafs had ahvars been cele
brated in L:1tin; apractic which might b:l';~ been deemed 
abfurd, had it not been found ufeful to the clergy, by 
in:p:c:ffing the people with an idea of fomc myflerious un

known virtue in tho!e rites, and by checking all their 
prctcnilons to be fam·liarly acquainted v:itl their religion • 
. ut 2s the reformers pretended, in fome [< w particular , 
to encourage private ju.dgment in tLc 1 .ity, the tr::mi1a-

tion 

cu 
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tion of the liturgy, as well as of the Scriptures, into the C H _A P. 

I r. d c' bl 1. • XXXIV. vu gar _tongt.t~, 1eeme more con1orma e tot 1e gemus of~ 
their feet; and tl is innovation, with the retrenchi.:1g of 1549· 

prayers to [,tints, and of fome fuperil:itious ceremonies, 
was the chief difFerence between the old mafs and the 

new liturgy. 1"'he parliament efl:abli!hed this for!Il of 
worfhip in all the churcht:s, and ordered an uniformity to 
be obferved in all the rites and ceremonies k, 

THERE was another material aB:, which pafTed this 
fcffion. The former canons had cfl:ablifbed the celibacy 
of the clergy; and though this practice is ufually arcribcd 
to the policy of the court of Rome, who thcught, that 
the eccldiafi:ics would be more devoted to their fpiritual 
head, and l!:fs dependant on the civil magifhate, when 
freed fro~ the powerful tye of wives and children ; yet 
was this infl:itution much forward d by the principles o 
fuperfl:ition inherent in hum:m nature. Thcfe p1inciple 
had rendered the panegyrics on an inviolate ch~flity fo 
fr quent among the ancient fathers, long before the efl:a
blifhment of celibacy. And even this Enp;liili p~rliament, 
though they enacted a law, permitting the marriage of 
priefis, yet confefs in the preamble, " that it were better 

" for priefis and the minifiers of the church to live chafl:e 

" and without marriage, and it were mt!ch to be wiihed 
~' they \vould of th mfclvcs abfiain." 'l'he inconveni
ences, which had arifen from the compelling of ch2fl:ity 
and the prohibiting of marriage, are the reafons <~ffigned 
for indulging a liberty in this particular 1, rfhe ideas 
of pcnnance alfo were fo much retained in other parti
culars, that an act of parliament pafieJ, forbidding the 
ufe of flefh-mcat during Lent a d other times cf a ti
nence m. 

le 2. &: 3 Edw, VI. c. t. 1 2. &; 3 Edw. VI. cap. :z.r. 
n. 2 & 3 Edw, VI, cap. 19. See note [ Q.,_] at the e11ci d the volume. 
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THE principal tenets and praB:ices of the catholic re .. 

ligion were now abolilhcd, and the reformation, fuch as 
it is enjoyed at prefent, was almofi: entirely completed in 

l ng1and. But the doCl:rine of the re:tl prefence, though 

tacitly condemned by the new communion-fetvice and by 

the abolition Qf many ancient rites, frill retained fome 

hold on the minds of then ; and it was the laft doB:rine 
of popery, that was wholly abandoned by the people"~ 
'The great attachment of the late king to that tenet might, 
in part, be the ground of this obfiinacy; but the chief caufe 

was really the extreme abfurdity of the principle itfelf, 

and the profound veneration, which .of courfe it impreffed 
on the imagination. The priefi:s likewife were much in• 
dined to favour an opinion; which attributed to them fo 
miraculous a power ; and the people, who believed, that 

they participated of the very body and blood of their Sa

viour, were loth to renounce fo extraordinary, and as they 

imagined, fo falutary a privilege. The general attach
ment to this dogma was fo violent, that the Lutheram, 

notwithfi:anding their fcparation from Rome, had thought 

proper, under another name, frill to retain it: And the 

catholic preachers, in England, when refl:rained in all 
other particulars, could net forbear, on every occafion, 
inculcating that tenet. Bonner, for this offeRee among 
others, had been tried by the council, had been de· 
prived of his fee, and had been committed to cufl:ody. 
Gardiner alfo, who had recovered his liberty, appeared 
anew refraCtory to the authority, which efi:ablifhed the 
late innovations ; and he feemed willing to countenance 
that opinion, much favoured by all the Englifh catholics, 
that the king was indeed fupreme head of the church, but 
not the council, during a minority. Having declined to
give full fatisfaction on this head, he was fent to the 

n B1.1rnet, wl, ii, cap: l'04• 
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Tower, and threatened with farther effects of the ·co~n- c H A P• 
"1' d"r 1 r. 1 XXXIV. Cl s up ea1ure. . ,,.,l~ 

THESE feverities, being exercifed on men, polfe!fed of J.S49• 

office and 2uthority, feemed, in that age, a neceffary po-
licy, in order to enforce an uniformity in public worihip 
and difcipline : But there \Vere other infrances of perfe ... 
cution, derived from no other origin than the bigotry of 
theologians: a malady, which feems almoft incurable. 
Though the proteibnt divines ·had ventured to renounce 
opinion , deemed certain during many ages, they re
garded, in their turn, the new fyfiem as fo certain, that 
they would bear no contradiB:ion with regard to it; and 
they were ready to burn in the fame flames, from which 
they thcmfelves had fo narrowly efcaped, every one that 
had the affurancc to differ from them. A commiffion by 
aCt of. council was granted to the primate and fome others, 
to examine and fearch after all anabaptifi:s, heretics, or 
contemners of the book of common prayer o. The com
miffioncrs were enjoined to reclaim them, if poffible; to 
impofe penance on them; and to give them abfolution: 
Or if thefc criminals were obfi:in:1te, to excommunicate 
and imprifon them, and to deliver them over to the fecu
lar arm : And in the execution of this charge, they were 
not bound to obferve the ordinary methods of trial; the 
forms of law were difpenfcd with; and if any fbtutes 
happened to interfere with the powers in the commiffion, 
they were over-ruled and abrogated by the council. Some 
tradefmen in London were brought before thcfc commif
fioners, and were accufcd of maintaining, among other 
opinions, that a man regenerate could not fin, and that, 
though the outward man might offend, the imvard wz.s 
incapable of all guilt. They were prevailed on to abjure 
and were difmiffed. But there was a woman accufcd of 
heretical pravity, called ]o:1n Bocher, or ]o2n of Kent, 

o Burnet, vol. ii. p. 3· Rymer, tom. xv. F• 181. 
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-; H A P. who was fo pertinacious, that the commiffioners could 
·,rvxiv · 

.:.::_.,~make no impreffion upon her. Her doCtrine was, "That 
1J+9· '' Chrifr was not truly incarnate of the virgin, whofe 

" flefh, being the outward man, was finfully begotten 
" and born in fin; and confequcntly, he could take none 
" of it: But the word, by tbe confent of the inward man 
'c of the virgin, was made fldh P ." This opinion, it 
would feem, is not orthodox ; and there \Vas a neceffity 
for delivering the woman to the flames for maintaining it. 

But the young king, though in fuch tender years, had 
IJiore fcnfe than all his counfdlors <J.nd preceptors ; and 

he long refufed to fign the warrant for her execution. 
Cranmer was employed to perfuade him to compliance; 
and he faid, that there was a great difference between er-, 

rors in other points of divinity, and thofe which were 
in direCt contradiB:ion to the Apoftles creed: Thefe latter 
were impieties againfr God, which the prince, being 

God's deputy, ought to reprefs; in like manner, as infe

rior magi!trates were bound to punifh offences again:fr the 

king's perfon. Edward, overcome by importunity more 

than by reafon, at lafr fubmitted, though with tears in his 
eyes; and he told Cranmcr, that, if any wrong were done, 
the guilt fhould lie entirely on his head. The primate, 

after making a new effort to reclaim the woman from her 

errors, and finding her obfiinate againfl a11 his arguments, 
at lait committed her to the flames. Some time after, a 
Dutchman, called Van Paris, accufed of the hcrefy, which 
has received the name of Arianifm, was condemned to th 
fame punifhment. He fuffered with fo much fatisfacrion, 
that he hugged and care:fle the faggots, that were con· 
fuming him; a fpecics of frenzy, of which. there is more 

than one inftm1cc among the martyrs of that age 9. 

P Burnet, vol ii. cnl!. 35· Strne's , ~em. Cranm. p. t8r. 
'l. BUl·nct, vol. ii. p. II:., Stryre'$ Mem, Cranm, P• t8t. 
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THEsE rigorous methods of proceeding foon brought c H A l' . 

h h 1 · r · r. . } . h XXX1 V. t e w o e natron to a con1orm1ty, 1cemmg or rea, wrt -------.. ; 
the new doctrine and the new liturgy. The lady Mary 1549. 

alone continued to adhere to the mafs, and rcfufed to ad-
}llit the efl:ablifued modes of worfuip. When prdfed and 
menaced on this head, fue applied to the emperor; who, 
ufing his interefl: with Sir Philip Hobby, the Englifu am-
baffador, procured her a temporary connivance from the 
council r. 

; Heylin, p, 102, 
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HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 

C H .l\ P~ XXXV. 

:Pifcontents of the people--Infurre£lions--Cot~

dut1 of the war with S~otland--wi~h France

-Fatlions in the cottncil--Conjpiracy again.ft 

Somerftt--Somerfet rejig1~s the protetlorjhip-

A parliament-.-Peace with France and Scotlan4 

-B;oulogne furrendered--Perfecution of Gar .. 

diner--Warwic created duke of Northumberland 

- --!lis ambition --'I'rial of Somerjet- His 

fXecution--A parliament-A new parliament 

-Succeffion changed:--'!' he king_' s jicknifs

"'nd death. 

_e H A P. THERE is no abufe fo great, in civil fociety, as 
~xxv. not to be attended with a variety of beneficial con

~ fequences ; and in the beginnings of reformation, the 
1549· . . . • . 

Difconcents lofs of thefe advantages 1~ always felt very fen.fibly, wh1le 

;ie:he peo- ~he benefit, refulting from the change,. is the flow effect 

of time, and is feldom perceived by the bulk of a na
tion~ Scarce any infritution can be imagined lefs favour

able, in the main, to the i11terefrs of mankin,d than that 

~f monks and friars ; yet was ~t followed by many good 
effects, -which, having ceafed by the fuppreffion of mo-. 
nafreries, were much regretted by the people of England •. 

The monks, always re~ding in their convents, in the 
centre of their efrates, fpent t~eir money in the provinces 

and among their tenants, afforded a ready market for 

~ommodities, were <1:. fure refource to the poor and indi
gent; and though their hofpitality and charity gave but 
too much encouragement to idl enefs, and prevented the 

~~creafe of pt\blic ~ichcs, yet did it pro~ide, to many, 3: 
relief 
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relief from the extreme preffures of want and ncceffity. C TT A P. 

It is alfo obfervable, that, as the friars were limited, by ~~ 
the rules of their infi:itution, to a certain mode of lh·- 154 • 

ing, they had not equal motives for extortion with other 

men ; and they were acknowledged to have been in 
England, as they frill are in Rom:m catholic countrie , 
the beft and mofr indulgent landlords. The abbots nd 
priors. were permitted to give lcafes at an undcr-valun, 
and to receive, in return, a large prcfent from the te-

nant; i 1 the f.'\me manner as is {lill praB:ifed by the bi. 

!hop and colleges. But when the abbey-lands were 

difrributed among the prin~ipal nobility and courtiers, they 
fell llnder a different management ; The rents of farms 
were raifed, while the tenants found not the fame facility 
in difpofing of the produce; the money was often fpent 

in the capital; and the farmers, living at a difrance, were 

expofed to oppreffion from their new mafrers, or to the fiill 

greater rapacity of the fi:cwards. 

THESE grievances of the common people were at tha.t 
time heightened by other caufes. The arts of manu

faCl:ure were much mare advanced in other European 

countries than in England ; and even in England thefe 

arts had maqe greater progrcfs than the knowledge of 

agriculture ; a profeffion, which, of all mechanica1 eat• 
ployments, requires the moft refleCtion and experience. 
A great demand arofe for wool both ;1.broad and at 
home : Pafturage was found more profitable than un
tkilful tillage : Whole eftates were laid wafte by in lo
fures: The tenants, regarded as a ufelefs burden, were ex

pelled their habitations : Even the cottagers, deprived of 
. he commons, on which they formerly fed their cattle, 

were reduced to mifery ; And ?. decay of people, a 

well as diminution of the former plenty, was rcmar
1 

·d 
in the kingdom s. This grievance was now of an old 

, Strypt>, vol. ii. Repofitory -~ 

Y4 
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C H A P date; and Sir Thomas More, alluding to it, <?bferve~ 
XXXV. • h' u . h .IL h d b . E 1 d V\f'..l m Is top1a, t at a 111eep a ecome m ng.an a 
'SH· more ravenous animal than a lion or wolf, and devour~ 

cd \vhole villages, cities, and provinces. 

THE generd encreafe alfo of gold and filver in Eu-
rope, after the difcovery of the Wefr-Indies, had a ten
dency to inflame thcfe complaints. The growing demand 
in the more commercial countries, had heightem,d every 
wher~ the price of commodities, which could eafily be 
tranfpcrted thit.1cr; but in England, the labour of men, 
who could not fo eafily change their habitation, frill re
mained nearly at the ancient rates ; and the poor com
plained that they could no longer gain a fubfifrance by 
their indufiry. It was by an addition alone of toil and 
application ~hey were enabled, to procure a ~1aintenance; 
and though tliis encreafe of indufiry was at ~aft the 
effect of the prefent fituation, and an eif~a beneficial to 
fociety, yet was it difficult for the people to fhake of;' 
their former habits of indolence; and nothing but ne
ceffity could compel them to fuch an exertion of their 
faculties. . 

Ir mufl: alfo be remarked, that the profufion of Henry 
VIII. had reduced him, notwithfl:anding his rapacity, 
to fuch difficulties, .that he had been obliged to remedy 
a prefent neceffity, by the pernicious expedient of debaf
ing the coin ; and the wars, in which the protector had 
been involved, had induced him to carry frill farther the 
fame abufe. The ufual confequences enfued; The good 
fpecie w~s hoarded or exported ; bafe metal was coined 
at home or imp'orted from abroad in great abundance; 
the common people, who received their waaes in it, 

• b 

could not purchafe commodities at the ufual rates; ari 
~niverfal d"Hidence and il:ao-nation of commerce took 
I b , 

place; and loud complaints were heard in every part of 
~ng1a~d. 
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TnE protector, who loved popularity, and pitied the C H A P 
_,. . f 1 1 d h . 1 . b XXXV. conu1t10n o t 1e peop , encourage t ~te comp amts y ~ 

his endeavours to redrefs them. He appcintcd a corn- 1 5 9• 

miffion for making enquiry concerning inclofures; and 
iffued a proclamation, ordcr;ng all late inclofurcs to be 
laid open by a day appointed. The populace, meeting 
with fuch countenance from government, began to rife 
in feveral places, and to commit diforders, but were 
quieted by remonfirances and perfuafion. In order to 

give them greater fatisfaCl:ion, Somerfet appointed new 

·commiilioncrs, whom he fcnt every where, with an un-
limited pow'r to hear and determine all caufes about in-
clofurcs, highways, aml cottages t. As this commif-
fion was difagrecable to the gentry and nobility, they 
ftigmatized it as :ubitrary and illegal; and the common 

people, fearing it would be eluded, and being impatient 
for immediate rcdrcfs, could no longer contain their fury, 

but fought for a remedy by force of arms. The rifing Infurrec. 

began at once in feveral parts of England, as if an uni- tions. 

verf.'ll confpiracy had been formed by the comrnonalty. 
The rebels in Wildhire were difperfed by Sir 'Villiam 
Hcrbert : Thofc in the neighbouring counties, Oxford 
and Glocdl:cr, by lord Gray of vVilton. Many of the 
rioters were killed in the field: Others were executed by 
martial law. The commolions in Hampfhire, Suffex, 
Kent, and other counties, were quieted by gentler me-

thod.; ; but the diforders in Devonfhire and N ~rfolk 

threatcnc !nore dangerous confequences. 

THE commonalty in D "'von!hire began with the ufual 

complaints againft inclofures and again!l: oppreffions from 

the gentry; but he parifh priefl: of Sampford-Courtcnay 
ha the addrcfs to gi re their difcontent a direction towards 
'eligion; and tbc ._delicacy of this fubjcCl:, in the prefent 

... mergency, made the infurreB:ion immediately appear 

t ~urnet, vol. ii, r· IJ 5· Strype, vol. ii, P• 17'• 

formidable. 
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H ~ P. formidable. In other counties, the gentry had kept clofi Iy 
XXXV. . d . h b h f h lr ~umte Wit government; ut ere many o t em too"' 
~5~~· part with the populace; among others, Humphrey Arun .. 

del, g vernor of St. l\1ichael's l\1ount. The rioters 
were b.:ought into the form of a regular army, which 
amounted to the number qf Io,ooo men. Lord R uffel 
had been fent ag::infr them at the head of a finall force; 
but :finding himfelf too weak to encounter them in 
the field, he kept at ~ difrance, and began to nego
cia e with them ·; in hopes of eluding their fury by 
delay, ar:d of difperfing them by the difficu' ty of their 
fubfifring in a body. Their: demands we~e, that the 
p1afs lhould be re:fl:ored, half of the abbey-lands refumed~ 
the law of the fix articles executed, holy water and holy 
pread refpeCl:ed, and all other particular grievances redreff~ 
ed u. The council, to whom Ruffel tranfmitted thefe 
demands, fent a haughty anfwer ; comma~ded the rebels 
to difperfe; and promifed them p(l.rdon upon their im
mediate fubmiffion. Enraged at this difappo;ntment~ 
they marched to Exeter ; carrying b fore them croffes~ 

banners, holy-water, candlcfricks, and other implement~ 
of ancient fupcr:fl:ition ; together: with the pofl:e,. 
which they covered with a canopy w. The citizens of 
Exeter !hut their · gates; and the rebels, as they had no 
cannon, endeavoured to take the place, .firfr by fcalade, 
then by mining, but we.rc rcpulfed in every attempt. 
Rufrel meanwhile lay at Honiton, till reinforced by Sir 
William Herbert, and lord Gray, with fome German 
horfe, and fome Italian arq uebu:fiers under Battifi::t Spi
nola. He then refolved to attempt the relief of Exe
ter, which :was now reduced to extremities, f!c attacked 
the rebels, drove them from all their pofis, did great 
execution upon them ?oth in the action and purfuit X, 

u Hayward, p. :92. 
Cranm. p. 1&6. 

Hayward, p. Z95• 

Hollinglhed, p. IOOJ• 

h' H~yli.n, p. 76, 
Fol'!', vol. ii. p. 666. Mem. 

x S:o ;·e,s Annals, p. 597• 

and 
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and took many prifoners. Arundel and the other leaders C H A P. . xn~ 
were fent to London, tned and executed. Many of the~ 
inferior fort were put to death by martial ~aw Y : The 1S-t9• 

vicar of St. Thomas~ one of the principal incendiaries:. 
;va hanged o~ the top of his own fieeple, arrayed in hi 

popifh weeds, with 4is beads at his girdle z. 

THE infurretl:ion in Norfolk rofe to a frill greatel" 
h~ight, and was attended with greater aB:s of violenceo 
The populace were at firft excited, as in other places, 
by complaints againft incloft;res; but finding their num
bers amount to twenty thoufand, they grew infolent, and 
proceeded to more exorbitant pretcnfions. They required 
~he fuppreffion of the gentry, the placing of new coun

fcllors about the king, and the re-eftabli~ment of the 
ancient rites. One Ket, a tanper, had affumcd the go
vernment over them, and he exercifed his authority with 
the utmoft arrogance and outrage. Having taken pof
fe.ffion of Moufhold-Hill nt:ar Norwich, he eretl:ed his 
trilxmal under an old oak, thence called the oak of re-
ormation ; and fummoning the gentry to appear before 

him, he gave fuch decrees as might be expetl:ed from his 
charatl:er and fituation. The marquis of Northampton 
was firft ordered againfl: him; but met with a repulfe, in 
an aB::ion, where lord She~eld was killed a. The pro

tctl:or affetl:cd popularity, and cared not'to appear in per
fan againfi: the rebels : He therefore fent the earl of 

V arwic at the head of 6ooo men, levied for the wars 
againft S_cotland ; and he thereby afforded his mortal 

cnern¥ an ~pportunity of encrcafing his reputation and 
characrcr. ' \Varwic, having tried fome !kirmifhes with 

lhe rebels, at lafl: made a general attack upon them, and 
put them to flight. Two thoufand fell in the fight and 
purfuit; Ket w· h;angcd at Norwich cafrle; nine of his 

I Hayward, P• 295, zg6. z Heylin, p. 76. Hollinglhed, p. 102.6. 

"il Stowe, P· 597• HollU1gf11ed~ P• IOJC•-H• Strype1 vol. ii. p. 174• 1 
followe~s. 
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c H A P. foHowers on the boughs of the oak of reformation; and 
~ the infurrection was entirely fupprcffed. Some rebels in 

1549· :Y orkfhire, learning the fate of their companions, ac
cepted the offers of pardon, and threw down their 
.arms. A general indemnity was foon after publifhed by 
the protector b. 

ConduCl: of BuT though the infurrcctions were thus quickly fub
thewarwith dued in England, and no traces of them fcemed to reScotland. 

main, they were attended with bad confequences to the 
foreign interefrs of the nation. The forces of the earl 
of W anvic, which might have made a great impreffion 
on Scotland, were diverted from that enterprize; and the 
~·rench general had le,ifure to reduce that country to fome 

fettlement and compofure. He took the fortrefs of 
Broughty, and put the garrifon to the fword. He ftrait
ened the Engliili at Haddington ; and though lord 
Dacres was enabled to throw relief into the place, and 
to reinforce the garrifon,' it was found at lafr very charge
able, and even impraCticable, to keep poffcffion of that 
fortrefs. 'I'he whole country in the neighbouPlwod was 
laid wafre by the inroads both of the Scots and Engliih, 
and could afford no fupply to the garrifon: The place 
lay above thirt_x: miles from the borders ; fo that a regular 
army was neceffary to efcort any provifions thither: And 
as the plague had broken out among the troops, they 
perilhed daily, and were reduced to a fi:ate of great weak
nefs. For thefe reafons, orders were given to difmantle 
Haddington, and to convey the artillery and gurifon to 

Berwic ; and the earl of Rutland, now created warden 
of the eafr marches, executed the orders. 

With THE king of France alfo took advantage of the dif-France, 
tractions :imong the Engli!h, and made an attempt to 
~ecover Boulogne, and that territory, which Henry VIII. 

had 
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had conquered from France. On other pretences, he Cx~.fv:· 
affembled an army; and falling fuddenly upon the Bou-
lonnois, took the cafiles of Sellaq ue, Blacknefs, and 1 .549• 

Ambleteufe, though well fupplied with garrifons, ammu-
nition, and provifions c. He endeavoured to f..rrprize 
Boulenberg, and was repulfed; but the garrifon, not 
thinking the place tenable after the lofs of the other for-
treffes, deftroyed the works, and retired to Boulogne. 
The rains, which fell in great abundance during the au-
tumn, and a pefrilential difremper, which broke out in 

the French camp, deprived Henry of all hopes of fuccefs 
againft Boulogne itfelf; and he retired to Pari J. He 
left the command of the army to Gafpar de Coligny, lord 

of Chatillon, fo famous afterwards under the name of 

admiral Coligny ; and he gave him order to form the 
fi~ge early in the fpring. The aCtive difpQfition of this 
general engaged him to make, during the winter, feve-
ral attempts againft the place ; but they proved all un
fuccefsful. 

STRozzr, who commanded the French fleet and gal

leys, endeavoured to make a defcent on J er fey ; but 
meeting there with an Englifh fleet, he commenced an 
2Cl:ion, which feems not to have been decifi ;e, fince the 
hifl:orians of the two nations differ in their account of 
the event e. 

As foon as the French war broke out, the protector: 
endeavoured to fortify himfelf with the alliance of the 
emperor ; and he fent over fecretary Pagct to Brufrds, 
where Charles then kept court, in order to afiifr Sir Phi

I:p Hobby, the refidcnt ambaflador, in this negociation. 
But that prince had formed a defign of extending his do
minioRs by acting the part of champion for the c:tt o!ic 

c Thuanus, lib. vi. c, 6. cl Hayward) p. 3oc. e Thuan, 

K i' Edward's Journal, Stowe, p. 597• 

reli rr i ·n • 
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C H A P. religion; and though extremely de!irou~ of accepting the 
XXXV. E l.fu 11. . ll. F h. . 1 . ~ ng 1 a 1ance agamn: ranee, IS caprta enemy, ne 

1 149• thought it unftitable to,.. his other pretenfions to enter 
into fl:rict confederacy with a nation, which had brokeri 
off all connexions with the church of Rome. He there
fore declined the advances of friendihip from England; 
and eluded the applications of the am bafradors. An ex
aB: account is preferved of this ncgociation in a letter of 
Hobby's; and it is remarkable, that the emperor, in a 
converfatio~ with the Englifh minifters, aflerted that .the 
prerogative3 of a king of England were more extenfivc 
t-han thofe of a king of France '· Burnet, who pre
ferves this letter, fubjoins, as a parallel infrance, that 
one objection, which the Scots made to marrying their 
queen with Edward, was, that all their privileges would 
be [wallowed up by the great prerogative of the kings 
of England g. 

SoMERSET, finding no affifl.ance from the empe:-or, 
was inclined to conclude a peace with France and Scot
land ; and be!ides that he was not in a condition to 
maintain fuch ruinous wars, he thought, that there na 

longer remained any object of hofiility. The Scots had 
fent away their queen; and could not, if ever fo much in
clined, complete the marriage contracred with Edward : 
And as Henry VIII. had fl:ipulatcd to refi:ore Boulogne in 
"1554, it ftemed a matter of fmall moment to anticipate; 
;a few years, the execution of the treaty. But when he 
propofed thefe reafons to tl:e council, he met with :fhong 
oppofition from his enemies, who, feeing him unable to 
fupport the war, were determined, for that very reafon, 
to oppofe all propofals for a pacification. The fac
tions ran high in the court of England ; and matters 
were drawing to an i:ffue, fatal to the authority of the 
protector. 

f .Bur11et1 vol. ii, p. I 3l, 17 5• g Idem, p, 133• 
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AFTER Somerfet obtained the patent, invefiinl)' him c rr P • 

. h 1 h . 1 1 'd .:: XXXV. Wit rega aut onty, 1e no onger ·pal any attentJOn tot./"'\.~ 
the opinion of the other executors and counfellors ; and F l.54 ·. 

3<;.LlOnS 10 

being elated with his high dignity, as well as with his the council. 

viB:ory at Pinkey, he thought, that every one ought, in 
every thing, to yield to his fentiments. All thofe who 
were not entirely devoted to him, were fure to be ne-

glected; whoever oppofcd his will received marks of anger 
or contempt b ; and while he 1hewed a refolution to go-

vern every thing, his capacity appeared not, in any re-
fpeB:, proportioned to his ambition. Warv:ic, more 
fubtle and artful, covered more exorbitant views under 
f.1irer appearances; and having affociated himfclf with 
Southampton, who had been re-admitted into the council, 

he formed a {hong p«rty, wl;w were determined to free 
themfelves from the flavery, impofed on them by the pro 

te8:or. 
THE maJcont~nt counfe1lors found the difpofition of 

the nation favourable to their ddigns. The nobility and 
gentry were in general difp!cafed with the prd rence, 
which Somerfet feemed to have given to the people; antL 
as they afcribed all the i1.fults, to which they had been· 
lately expofcd, to his procrafiination, and to the counte
nance 1hown to the inu]tit de, they apprehended a renewal 
of the fame diforders from his prefent affetl:ation of popu
larity. He had ereCted a comt of requefis in his own houfe 
for the relief of the people i, and he interpofed with the 
judges in their behalf; a mcafure which might be deemc<I 
,illegal, if any exertion of prerogative, at that time, could 
with certainty deferve that appellation. And this at
tempt, which was a ftretch of power, feemed the more 

unpolitic, becaufe it difgufted the nobility, the fureft fup

pott of monarchical authority. 

h Strype, vol, ii. p. t8r, i Ibid. p. tlrj• 
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C H A P. BuT t..ltough Somerfet courted the people, the inte.re!t; 
XXXV. 
~which he had formed with them, was in no degree an .. 

1 549· fwerable to his expeCtations. The catholic party, who 
retained influence with the lower ranks, were his declared 
enemies; and took advantage of every opportunity to de
cry his conduct. The attainder and execution of his 
brother bore an odious afpetl:: The introduction of fo
reign troops into the kingdom, was reprefented in invi
dious colours : The great cfiatc, which he had fuddenly 
acquired, at the expence of the church and of the crown, 
rendered him obnoxious : And the palace, which he was 
building in the Strand, fcrved, by its magnificence, and 
:fi:ill more by other circumfrances which attended it, to 
expofe him to the cenfure of the public. The parifh 
church of St. Mary, with three bifhops' houfes, was 
pulled down, in order to furnifh ground and materials 
for this frrutl:urc : Not content with that facrilege, an 
attempt was made to demolilh St. Margaret's, '\Vcfimin
:fi:er, and to employ the frones to the fame purpofe; but 
the parifhioners rofe in a tumult, and chaced a·way the 
proteCtor's tradt fmen. He then-laid his hands on a chapel 
in St. Paul's Church-yard, with a cloifrer, and charnel
hcufe belonging to it : and thefe edifices, together with a 
church of St. John of Jenl_falem, were made ufe of to 
raife his palace. What rendered the matter more odious 
to the people, was that the tombs and other monuments 
of the dead were defaced ; and the bones, being carried 
i\Way, were buried in unconfecrated ground k. 

6th OCl:ob. ALL thcfe imprudences were remarked by Somerfet'3 
enemies, who refolved to take advantage of them. Lord 
St. John, prefident of the council, the earls of w~rwic, 

Conrp:racy Southampton, and Arundel, with five members more, 
againft So-
merfet, met at Ely-houfe; and affuming to themfclves the whole 

lt Heylin, P• 7z, 73• Stowe's Survey of London, n.~yward, P· 303· 

pov.·er 
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power of the council, began to act independant of thee H A P. 

XXXV. protector; whom t~ey reprefented as the author of every~....--v---~ 
public grievance and misfortune. They wrote letters to 1549. 

the chief nobility and gentry in England, informing them 
of the prefent meafures, and requiring their affifiance : 
They fent for the mayor and aldermen of London, and 
~njoined them to obey their orders, without regard to any 
contrary orders, which they might receive from the duke 
of Somerfet. They laid the fame injunctions on the 
lieutenant of the Tower, who exprdfcd his refolutio!l to 
comply with them; Next day, Rich, lord chancellor; 
the marquis of Northampton, the earl of Shrewfbury, 
Sir Thomas Cheney, Sir John Gage, Sir Ralph Sadler, 
and chief jufiice Montague, joined the malcontent coun
fcllors; and every thing bore a bad afpect for the protec
tor's authority. Secretary Petre, whom he h::td fent to 
treat with the council, rather chofe to remain with them: 
The common council of the city, being applieJ to, de
clared with one voice their approbation of the new mea
fures, and their refolution of fupporting them 1• 

As foon as the protector heard of the defeCtion of the 
counfdlors, he removed the king from Hampton-courtt 
where he then refided, to the cafrle of vVindfor; and, 
arming his friends and fervants, fcemed I:efolute to defend 
himfelf againfr all his enemies~ But finding, th3.t no 
man of rankj except Cranmer and Paget, aJhcreJ to him, 
that the people did not tife at his fummons, that the City 
anJ Tower had declnred againfr him, that even his bcfr 
friends and confidcnts had deferted him, he lofr all hor:es 
of fucccfs, and began to apply to his enPmiPs for pardon 
and forgivencfs. No fooner \Yas th:s defpondency known

1 

than lol·d Rtifiel, Sir Jol n Baker, fpeaker of the i oufe of 
common , and three counfellors me• re, v:ho h~d hithc1 td 

remained neuters, joined the party of "\Varwic, whom 

l !:tow:, ) • 9 , s;8. Hollingfuod, F· lC)7· 

TOL.IV. z 
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c H A P. every body now regarded as mafrer. The council in-
xxxv. b . b 1 . f h . n.· d \...-ov--.1 formed the pu he, y proc amatwn, o t e1r a~..:.Lions an 

J549· intentions ; they wrote to the princeifes, Mary and Eliza
beth, to the fame purpofe ; and they made addreffes to the 

king, in which, after the humbleft prote:ffations of duty 

and fubmiffion, they informed him:~ that they were the 

council appointed by his father, for the government of 
the kingdom during his minority; that they had chofen 
the duke of Somerfet proteCtor, under the exprefs condi

tion, that he fhould guide himfelf by their advice and 
direction; that he had ufurped the whole authority, and 
had negleCl:cd, and even in every thing oppofed, their 
f..':ounfel ; that he had proceeded to that height of pre
fumption, as to levy forces againfr them, and place thefe 
forces about his majefiy's perfon: They therefore begged, 
tnat they might be admitted to his royal prefence, that he 
would be pleafed to refiore them to his confidence, and 

that Somerfet's fervants might be difmiffcd. Their re-

Snn erft:t 
refigns the 
rroteetor· 

if• 

quefr was complied with : Somerfet capitulated only for 

gentle treatment, which was promifed him. He was,. 
however, fent to the Tower m, with fome of his friends 
and partizans, among whom was Cecil, afterwards fo 
much difl:ingui£hed. Articles of indictment were exhibited 
againfr him n; of which the chief, at leaft the beft found

ed, is his ufurpation of the government, and his taking 
into his own hands the whoie adminifrration of affairs. 
The claufe of his patent, which invefi:ed him with abfo
lute power, unlimited by any law, was never objeCl:ed to 
him; plainly, becauie, according to the fentiments of 
thofe times, that power was, in fome degree, involved 

m the 'ery idea of regal a thority. 
THE Catholics were extremely elevated with this revo

lution; and as they hatl afcribed all the late innovations 

m Stowe, p. 6oo. n flurnet, Yol. ii, book i, coli. 46. Hay-

ward, p. 3"S• Stowe, p. 6o1. Hollingfhed1 p. lCS9· 
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6 Somerfet's counfels, they hoped, that his fall would c H A P. 

. h c h f h . 1. . XXXV. prep~re t e way 10r t e teturn o t e ancient re tgwn. ~ 
But Warwic, who now bore chief fway in the council, t 549• 

was entirely indifferent with regard to all thefe pointi of 
controverfy ; and finding, that the principles of the re
formation had funk deeper into Edward's mind than to be 
eafily eradicated, he was determined to comply with the 
young prince's inclinations, and hot to hazard his new ac-
quired power by any dangerous enterprize. He took care 
very early to exprefs his intentions of fupporting the refor-
mation; and he threw fuch difcouragements on Southamp-
ton, who flood at the head of the R omanifl:s and whom 
he confidered as a dangerous rival, that the high-fpirited 
nobleman retired from the council, and foon after died 
from vexation and difappointment. The other counfel-
lors, who had concurred in the revolution, , received their 
reward by promotions and new honours. Ruiiel was ere..:. 
ated earl of Bedford: The marquis of Northampton 
obtained the office of 3reat chamberlain; and lord\ I ent-
worth, bcfides the cSce of chamberlain of the houfehold, 
got two large mandrs, Stcpney and Hackney, which were 
tome from the fee of London °. A council of regency 
was formed, not that which Henry's will had appoint~J. 
for the government of the kingdom, ~u d which, being 
founded on an aB: of parliament, was the ohly legal one ; 
but compofed chiefly of members, who had tormerly been 
appointed by Somerfet, and who derived their feat from 
nn authority, which was now declared ufurped and ille-
gal. But fuch niceties were, during that age, little un-
Jcrfi:ood, and frill lefs regarded, in England. . 

A SESSION of parliament was held; and as it was the 4th Nov. 

'fual maxim of that affembly to acquiefce in every admi- A patrlta-
. men. 

nifiration which was efl:ablifhed, the council dre<1.dcd no 
oppofition from that quarter, and hJd more rcafon to look 

• Heylin, p. 85. Rymer, tom, xv. p. zz6, 

z 2 for 
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c H A P. for a corroboration of their authority. Somerfet had bccn1 

XXXV • 
............__ __ prevailed on to confcfs, on his knees, before the council, 

1 ".f9· all the articles of charbrre againfl: hit ; and he imputed 
z3J Dec. 

rhefe mifdemcanors to his own. rafhnefs, folly, and indif-

cretion, not to any malignity of intention P. He even 

fubfcribecl this confcffion; and the paper was given in to 

parliament, who, after fending a committee to examine 
him, and hear him acknowledge it to be genui.ne, paired 

a vote, by which they deprived him of all his offices, and 

fincci. h.im two thoufand pounds a year in hmd. Lord St. 

John was created treafurer in his place, and W arwic earl 

mar£Ju1• 'The profccution againft him was carried no 

f:uther. His fine was remitted by the ki'ng: He recover

ed his liberty : And vV arwic, thinking that he was now 

fufficiently humbled, and' that his authority was much 
ldlcncd by his l::tte tame and abject behavi.our, re-admit

ted him i11to the council, and even agreed to an alliance 

between their families, by the marriage of his ovm fon, 
lord Dudley, with the lady Jane Seymour, daughter of 

0omcrfet q. 

DuRING this feffion a fevere law was pafTed againfr 
riots r. It was enacred, that if any, to the number of 

twel vc pcrfons, fhould meet together for any matter of 

:fbte, and being required by any lawful magifhate, ilioufd 

not difperfe, it fuould be treafon; and if any broke 
heJgcs, or violently pulled up pales about inclofures, 

without lawful authority, it fhould be felony: Any at

tempt to kill a privy counfellor was fubjeCl:td to the fame 

penalty. The bifuops had made an application, com

plaining, th::tt they were deprived of all their power, by 
the encroachments of the civil courts, and the prefent 

fufpenfion of the canon law; that they could fummon no 

ffcnder before them, puni!h no vice, or exert the dif-

P Heylin, p. iLj.. Hayward, p. 309. Stowe, p. 6o3. 

~ H-ayward, P• ~vg.· I: 3 and 4 Edw. VI, c. 5• 
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ipline of the church: From which diminution of their c H A P. 
. . · XXXV. 

authonty, they pretended, Immorality had every where '--v--J 

received great eucourabement and encrcafc. The defign 1H9· 

of fome W<"~s, to revive the penitentiary rules of the pri-
mitive church: But others thought, that fuch an autho-
rity, committed to the bifnops, would prove more op-

preffive than confcffion, penance, and all the clerical 
inventions of the Romiih fupedlition. 'The parliament, 
for .the prcfent, contented themfclves with empowering 
the king to appoint thirty-two commiffioncrs to compile a 
body of canon laws, which were to be valid, though ne-
ver ratified by parliament. Such .implicit truH: did they 
rcpofe in the crown; without refleB:ing that all their li-
berties and properties might be affcB:ed by thcfe ca-
nons 8

• 1"'he king did not .live to affix the roy::d fanction to 
the new canons. Sir ohn Sharington, \vhofe crimes and 
mal vcrfations had appeared fo egregious ,at the condemn-
ation of lord Seymour, obtained from .parliament a re-
verftll of .his attainder r. This man fought favour with 
the more zealous reformers; and bifhop Latimer affirmed, 
that, though formerly he had been a mofi: notorious knave, 
he was now fo penitent, that he had become a very honeft 
man. 

vVHEN Warwic and the council of regency began to 1550: 
• Peac.: wHh 

exercife their power, they found themfid\'es involvea in Fr:wc~ anJ 

the fame difficulties, that had embarrafled the protector. Scotland. 

The wars with France .and Scotland could no!: be fup-
ported by an exhaufi:ed exchequer ; feemed dangerous to 
a divided nation; and were now acknowledged not to 

have any objeB:, which eye.o the greatefi: a,nd moft uninter-
rupted fuccefs could attain. 1"'he projeB: of peace, enter-
tained by Somerfet, had fcrved the:n c::.s a pretence for 
clamour againfi: his adminifiration; yet after fending Sir 

s 3 and 4 Edw, VI, c, 2• t Ibid. c. I3• 
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c H A P. Thomas Chency to the emperor, and making again ~ 
XXXV. . h' . h . .n.· f B I 

~ fruitlefs effort to engage 1m m ! e protecuon o o~-

JS50• logne, they fou~d themfelves obliged to lifren ~o t~e ad
vancef, which Henry made them, by thecanal ofGuidotti, 

a Florentine merchant. The earl of Bedford, Sir Job~ 
Mafon, Pagct, and Petre, were fent over to Boulogne, 
with full powers to negociate. The French king abfo
lutely refufcd to pay the tw~ millions of crowns, ~hie~ 
his predecefTor had acknowledged to be due to the crown 
of England, ;!S arrears of penfions ; and faid, that he ne

ver would confent to re-?der himfelf t~ibutary to any 
Rr.<'!C'gne prince : But he offered a fum for the immediate refiitu-
June r. cen::d, . · 

twn of Boulogne; and four hundred thoufand crowns 
2-tthMal'ch, were at lafl: agreed on, one half to be paid i~m~diately, 

the other in Augufl: following. Six hofrages were given 
for the performance of this article. Scotland was corn~ 
prchended in the treaty : The Englifh fiipuiated to refiore 

Lauder and Dunglas, and to demolifh the fortre!fes of 
Roxburgh and ~ymouth u. No fooner was peace con

cluded with France, than a projeB: was entertained of a 
clofe alliance with that kingdom; and Henry w~llingly 
embraced a propofal fo fuitable both to his intere:fi:s and his 
inclinations. An ag;ecment, fome time after, was formed 
for a marriage between Edward and Elizabeth, a daughter 

of France ; and all the articles were, after a little nego

ciation, fully fettled w: But this project never took ef· 
fe8:. · · 

THE intention of marryi~g the king to a daughter of 
Henry, a violent perfecutor of the protefrants, was no 
wife acceptable to that party in England : · But in all other 
refpects, the council was fieady in promoting the reform7 
ation, and in enforcing the laws againfr the Romanifis. 
Several prelates were Hill additl:ed to that communion; 

u Burnet, vol. ii. p. 148. Hay.vard, 310, pt, 312. Rymer, vol. xv. 

P• 2.11. w Hayward, p. 318, Heylin, p. 104. Rymer, tom. xv. 

P· 293• 
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and tbough they made fome compliances, in order to fave C H A P· 

their bifuoprics, they retardea, as much as they fafely ~ 
could, the execution of the new laws, and gave counte- I55o. 

nance to fuch incumb~nts as \Vcrc negligent or refraCtory. 

A refolution was therefore taken to feek pretences for de-
priving thofe prelates ; and the execution of this intention 
was the more eafy, as they had all of them been obliged 
to take commiffions, in w ich it was declared, that they 
held their fees during the king's pleafure only. It was 
thought proper to begin with Gardiner, in order to fhike 
a terror into the refr. The method of proceeding againfi: 
him was violent, and had fcarcel y any colour of law or 
jufrice. Injuntl:ions had been given him to inculcate, 
,in a fermon, the duty of obedience to a king, even during 
his minority ; and becaufe he had negleCted this topic, he 
had been thrown into prifon, and had been there detained 
during two years, without being accufed of any crime, 
except difobedience to this arbitrary <:ommand. The 
duke of Somerfet, fecretary Petre, and fome others of the 
council, were now fent, in order to try his temper, aml 
endeavour to find fome ground for depriving him: He 
profeffed to them his intention of conforming to the go
vernment, of fupporting the king's laws, and of officiat-
ing by the new liturgy. This was not the difpofition 

· which they expeCted or defired x. A new deputation was 
therefore fent, who carried him feveral articles to fubfcribe. 
He was required to acknowledge his former milbehaviour, 
and to confefs the j u.fl:ice of his confinement: He was like
wife to own, that the king was fupreme head of the 
church; that the power of making and difpenfing with 
holidays was part of the prerogative; that the book of 
corn non-prayer was a godly and commendable form; 
that the king was a complete ' fovereign in his minority; 
t4at the law of the fix artic:es was j ufrl y repealed ; anq 

Heylio, P• 99• 

Z4 that 
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P H A P. that the king had full authority to correCt and reform what 
XXXV. . . 1 r. n.. 1 d. r . 1. cl ~was am1fs m ccc ellantca ac1p me, government, or oc-

1 J- ~· trine. The bifhop was willing to fet his hand to all the 
articles except the firfi: : He maintained his conduCt: to 
have been inoffenfive ; and declared that he would not 
own himfelf guilty of faults, which he had never com· 
mitted r. 

THE council, finding that he had gone fuch lengths, 
were determined to prevent his full compliance by mul- , 
tipJying the difficulties upon him, and fending him new 
articles to fubfcribe. A lifi: was feleCl:cd of fuch points 
as they thought would be the hardefi: of digefiion; and 
not content with this rigour, they alfo required his fub. 
million, and his acknowledgment of pafi: errors. To 
make this fubfcripticn more mortifying, they demanded a 
promifc, that he would recommend and publifu all thefe 
articles from the pulpit: But Gardiner, who faw, that 
they intended either to ruin or di:lhonour him, or per
haps both, determined not to gratify his enemies by any 
farther compliance : He frill infified on his innocence; 
dcfircd a fair trial; and refufed to fubfcribe more articles, 
till he fhould recover his liberty. For this pretended of
fence his bi{hopric was put under fequcfrration for three 
months; and as he then appeared no more compliant 
than at firfr, a commiffion was appointed to try, or, more 
properly fpeaking, to condemn him. The commiffio. 
ners were, the primate, the bifhops of London, Ely, and 
Lincoln, fecretary Petre'- Sir James Hales, and fome 
9ther lawyers. Gardiner objeB:ed to the legality of the 
commiffion, which was not founded on any ftatute or 
prec~dent; anCl he appealed from the commiffioners to the 
king. His appeal was not regarded : Sentence was pro
nounced againfi: him : He was deprived of his biihopric, 

. fnd committe~ to ~lofe ~ufl:ody ~ ~is ~ooks and papers 

Y ~ol~i~rt vol. ii, P•305~ f~om the council books, He,Ylin, P• 99• 

we~e 
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were feized; he was fecluded from all company; and it C H .a. P. 

11 d h. . h r. d . l XXXV. was not a owe un c1t. er to 1cn or recervc any ettcrs ~..._., 
or meffages z. 1551. 

G ARDINER, as well as the other prelates, had agreed 
to hold' his office during the king's pleafure: But the 
council, unwilling to make ufe of a conccffion, which 
had been fo illegally and arbitrarily extorted, chofc ratper 
to employ: fome forms of jufiice; a refolution, which led 
them to commit frill greater iniquities and fcvcrities. But 
the violence of the reformers did not ftop here. Dar, 
biihop of Chichcfter, Heathe of Worceftcr, and V oifey 
of Exeter, were deprived of their bifhoprics, on pretence 
of difobedience. Even Kitchen of Landaft~ Caoon of 
Sali!bury, and · Samfon of Coventry, though they had 
complied in every thing, yet not being fuppofed cordial 
in their obedience, were obliged to feek protecrion, by 
facrificing the moft confiderable revenues of their fee to 
the rapacious courtiers a. 

THESE plunderers negleCl:ed not even fmaller profits. 
An order was i:lfued by council, for purging the library 
at W cftminfter of all mi:lfals, legends, and other fuper
ftitious volumes, and delivering their garniture to Sir An
thony Aucher b. Many of thefe books were plaited with 
gold and filver, and curioufly emboffcd; and this finery 
was probably the fuperftition that condemned them • 

. Great havoc was likcwife made on the libraries at Ox
ford. Books and manufcripts were defiroyed without 
diftintlion: The volumes of divinity fuffered for their 
rich binding : Thofe of literature were condemned as 
ufelcfs: Thofe of geometry and aftronomy were fuppofed 
to contain nothing but necromancy c. The univerfity 
had not power to oppofe thefe barbarous violences : They 

z Fo'JC, vol. ii. p. 734, & feq. Burnet, Heylin, Collier. 
a Goodwin de prreful. Angl. Heylin, P• 100, b Collier, vol. ii. 

p. 307, fn,m the council books ~ Wood1 ~i.ft, & antiq. Oxou. 

lib, i, r· 271' 2.J7.o 
were 
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c H A P. were in danger of lofing their own revenues; and ex
xxxv. 
~ peB:ed every moment to be fwallowed up by the earl of 

1551· Warwic and his affociates. 
THoUGH every one befides yielded to the authority of 

the council, the lady Mary could never be brought to 
compliance; and fhe frill continued to adhere to the mafs, 
and to reject the new liturgy. Her behaviour was, dur
ing fome time, connived at; but, at lafr, her two chap
lains, Mallet and Berkeley, were thrown into prifon e ; 

and remonfirances were made to the princefs herfelf on 
account of her difobcdience. THe council wrote her a 
letter, by which they endeavoured to make her change her 
fentiments, and to perfuade her, that her religious faith 
was very ill grounded. They afked her, what warrant 

there was in Scripture for prayers in an unknown tongue, 
t.'le ufe of images, or offering up the facrament for the 
dead; and they defired her to perufe St. Aufrin, and the 
other ancient doctors, who would convince her of the errors 
of the Romilh fuperftition, and prove that it was founded 
merely on falfe miracles and lying fiories f. The lady 
Mary remained obftinate againfr all this advice, and de

clared herfelf willing to endure death rather than relin
quifh her religion : She only feared, fhe faid, that fhe 
was not worthy to fuffer martyrdom in fo holy a caufe : 
And as for proteftant books, fhe thanked God, that, as 

fhe never had, fo lhe hoped never to read any of them. 
Dreading farther violence, fhe endeavoured to make an 
efcape to her kinfman Charles ; but h~r defign was dif
covered and prevented g. The emperor remo~fhated i11 
her behalf, and even threatened hoftilities, if liberty of 
confcience were refufed her: But though the council, 
fenfible that the kingdom was in no condition to fupport, 
with honour, fuch a war, was defirous to comply; they 

e Strype, vol. ii, p. 249• 

' Hayward, p. 31 5~ 

f Fox, vol. ii, Coliier, Burnet. 
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found great difficulty to overcome the fcruples of the C H A P. 

k. H h d b d d . r. h . 1 XXXV. young mg. e a een e ucate m tuc a vzo ent ab-~ 

horrence of the mafs and ot~er popiili rites, which he 1 SSt. 

regarded as impious and idolatrous, that he fl~ould parti-

cipate, he thought, if!. the fin, if he allowed its commif-

fion: And when at lafi: the importuni~y of Cranmer, Rid-

Icy, and Pqinet, P.revailed fomewhat over his oppofition, 

~c budt into ~e~rs ; lamenti!lg his fifier's obfiinacy, and 

bewailing his ow!l hard fate, that he mufi fuffer her to con-

~inue in fuch a~ abominable mode of worlhip. 

THE great objeB:, at this time, of antipathy among the 

protefiant feCl:s, was popery) or, more properly fpc~king, 

the papifrs. Thefe they regarded as the common enemy, 

who threatened every moment to overwhelm the evange

lical faith, and dcfiroy its partizans by fire and fword : 

~hey had not as yet had leifure to attend to the other 

minute difft.rences among themfelves, which afterwards 

became the oLjetl: of fuch furious quarrels and animofities, 

and threw the vv-ho c kingdom into combufi:ion. Several 

~utheran divines, who had renutation in thofc days, Bu

cer, Peter Martyr, and others, were induc~d to take fhcl
tcr in England, from the perfecutions, which the emperor 

exercifed in Germany; and they received pr teB:ion anu 

~ncouragement. John A-lafco, a Polilh nobleman, hc

ing e~pclled his country by t~c rigours of the Catholics, 

fcttled~ during fome time, at Embden in Eaft-Friczland, 

where he became preacher to a congregation of the re

formed. Forcfccing the perfecutions which en[ued, ~e 

removed to Engbnd, and brought his congregation along 

with him. The council, who regarded them as induf

trious, ufeful people, and dcfired to invite o\'er others of 

the fame character, not only gave them the church of 

Augufitne friars for the exercife of their religion, but 

granted them a charter, by which they were erected into 

a corporation, confifl:ing of a fupcrintendant and four af-

8 lifting 
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c H A P. fifring minifrers. This ecclefiafrical efrablifhment Wa$ 

~~quite independant of the church of England, and difFered 
J55'· from it in fome rites and ceremonies h, • 

THESE differences among the protefrants were matter 
. of triumph to the Catholics; who infified, that the mo
ment men departed from the authority of the church, they 
loft all criterion of truth and falfuood in matters of reli
gion, and mu:fr be carried away by. every wind of doc
trine. The continual variations of every feet of protef
tants afforded them the fame topic of reafoning. The 
book of common prayer fuffered in England a new revi
fal, and fome rites and ceremonies, which had given of
fence, were omitted i, The fpeculative doCtrines, or the 
metaphyfics of the religion, were a]fo reduced to forty
two articles. Thefe were intended to obviate farther divi
fions and variations ; and the compiling of them had been 
pofl:poned till the efiahlifhment of the liturgy, which was 
jufily regarded as a more material objetl: to the people. 
The .eternity of hell torments is afferted in this confcffion 
of faith; and care is alfo taken to inculcate, not only 
that no heathen, how virtuous foever, can efcape an end
lefs fiate of the mofr exquifite mifery, but alfo that every 
one who prefumes to maintain, that any pagan can pof
iibly be faved, is himfelf expofed to the penalty of eternal 
perdition k. • 

THE theological zeal of the council, though feemingly 
fervent, went not fo far as to make them negleCt their 
own temporal concerns, which feem to have ever been 
uppermo:fr in their thoughts: They even found leifure to 
attend to the public interefr; nay, to the commerce of 
the nation, which was, at that time, very little the ob
ject of general fi:udy or attention. The trade of England 
had anciently been <:arried on altogether by foreigners, 

:h Mem. Cranm, P• 2.34• 
!to Article .ni1i. 

i Mem, Cranm, p. z89. 
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chie:Ry the inha.bitants of the Hanfe- .. owns, or Eafi:erlingt;, C H A P~ 
. XXXV. 

as they were called ; and m order to en·courage thefe ~ 
merchants to fettle in England, they had been ereCl:cd ISS'· 

into a corporation by Henry III. had obtained a patent, 

were endowed with privileges, and were exempted from 

feveral heavy duties paid by other aliens. So ignorant 

were the Engliih of commerce, that this company, ufu-
ally denominated the m~rchants of the Stil-yard, en-
grolfed, even down to· the reign of Edward, almofl: tl e 

whole foreign trade of the kingdom; and as they naturally 

employed the ihipping of their own country, the naviga-
tion of England was alfo in a very languifhing condition, 
It was therefore thought proper by the council to feek 
pretences for annulling the privileges of this corporation,. 
privileges which put them nearly on an equal footing 

with Englilhmen in the duties which they paid; and as 

fuch patents were, during that age, granted by the abfo- • 
lute power of the king, men were the lefs furprized to 

find them revoked by the fame authority. Several remon-
ftrances were made againfr this innovation, by Lubec, 

Hamburgh, and other Hanfe-towns; but the council per-

fevered in their refolution, and the good effeCl:s of it foon 
became vifible to the nation. The Engli{h merchants, 

by their very fituation as natives, had advantages above 
foreigners i~ the purchafe of cloth, wool, :1nd other com

modities; though thefe advantages had not hitherto been 
fufficient to rouze their indufiry, or engage them to be-
come rivals to this opulent company : .But when aliens, 

duty was alfo impofed upon all foreigners indifcrimi-
nately, the Engliih were tempted to enter into commerce· 
and a fpirit of indufiry began to appear in the kingdom 1• 

ABOUT the fame time a treaty was made with Gufra

·us Ericfon, king of Sweden, by wh:ch it \V~ls fripubtedt

that, if he f~nt bullion into England, he migl1t carry 

1 Ha-yward., p. 3 :r.6. Hey:in, p. Jo&. Strypc's :.len, vol. ii. p. 20~. 
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c H A P. away Engli{h commodities without paying cufl:om; that 
~ he :lhould carry bull~on to no other prince ; that if he fent 
' ~551. ozimus, fteel, copper, &c. he 1hould pay cuftotn for Eng-

li:lh commodities as an Engli£hman; and that, if he fent 
other merchandize, he 1hould have free intercourfe, pay
ing cuftom as a :ll:ranger m. The bullion fent over by 
Sweden, though it could not be in great quantity, fet the 
mint to work : Good fpecie was coined : And much of 
the bafe metal, formerly iffued, was recalled : A circum
fiance which tended extremely to the encouragement of 
commerce. 

Warwic BuT all thefe fchemes for promoting indufiry were 
created duke l.k 1 b . b h d n.· 
cfNorth- 1 e.y to prove a ortiYe, y t e fear of omeniC con-
umberland. v:ulfions, arifing from the ambition of Warwic. That 

His ambi-
tiou. 

nobleman, not contented with the fl:ation which he had 
attained, carried farther his pretenfions, and had gain· 
ed partizans, who were difpofed to fecond him in every 
enterprize. The laft earl of Northumberland died 
without iffue; and as Sir Thomas Piercy, his bro
ther, had been attainted on account of the £hare, whicl 
he had in the Yorkiliire infurrection during the late reign, 
the title was at prefent extinct, and the eftate was vefied 
in the crown. Warwic now procured to himfelf a grant 
of thofe ample poffeffions, which lay chiefly in the North, 
the mofl: warlike part of the kingdom ; and he was digni
fied with the title of duke of Northumberland. His 
friend, Paulet, lord St. John, the treafurer, was created4 
firfi, earl of Wiltihire, then marquis of "\Vinchcfl:er: Sir 
William Herbert obtained the title of earl of Pembroke. 

BuT the ambition of Northumberland rnadc him re· 
gard all encrefe of poffe1lions and titles, ei her to himfelf or 
his partizans, as fl:eps only to further acqui:!itions. Find
ing that Somerfet, though degraded from his dignity, and 
e\--en ldfened in the public opinion by his fpirit!cfs con .. 

;m IIeylin, p. 1c9. 
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duB:, fiill enjoyed a confiderable £hare of popularity, he C n A P. 
XXXV. 

determined to ruin the man, whom he regarded as the chief ~ 

obfracle to the attainment of his hopes. The alliance, xssx. 
which had been contratl:ed between the families, had pro-

duced no cordial union, and only enabled Northumber-

land to compafs with more certainty the defl:rutl:ion of hi 

rival. He fecretly gained many of the friends and fer-

vants of that unhappy nobleman : He fometimes terrified 

him by the appearance of danger: Sometimes provoked 

him by ill ufage. The unguarded Somerfet often broke 

out into menacing expreffions againfr Northumberland: 

At other times, he formed rafh projeB:s, which he imme

diately abandoned: His treacherous confidents carried to 

his enemy every paffionate word, which dropped from 

him: They revealed the fchemes, which they themfelves 

liad firfr fuggefred n : And Northumberland, thinking that 

the proper feafon was now come, began to aB: in an open 

manner againfi- him. 

IN one night, the duke of Somerfet, lord Grey, David, t6th oaob. 

and John Seymour, Ha mond and Neudigate, two of the 

duke's fcrvants, Sir Ralph Vane and Sir Thomas Palmer 

were arrefred a1 d committed to cufrody • . Next day, the 

dutchefs of Somerfet, with her favourites, Crane and his 

wifl!, Sir Miles Partridge, Sir Michael Stanhope, Banni-

fier, and others, was thrown into prifon. Sir Thoma• 

Palm er, who had all along atled as a fpy upon Somerfet, 

accufed him of having formed a defign to raife an infur-

rcCl:ion in the north, to attack the gens d'armes on a 

mufl:er-day, to fecure the Tower, and to raifc a rebellion 

in LonJon : Dut, what was the only probable accu!:'ltion, 

he alierted, that.Somerfet had once laid a project for mur-

d::ring Northumberland, Northampton, and Pembroke at 

a banquet, which was to be given them by lord Paget, 

trane a11d his wife confirmed Palmer's tefiimony with. 

ll Hcylin, p. IH. 
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c H A P~ regard to this Iafl: defi.gn ; and if appears that fome rallt 

XXXV. d 11 b . ""---v--J fcheme of that nature ha rea y cen mentwned ; though 
1 55'· no regular confpiracy had been formed, or means pre

pared for its execution. Hammond confefTed, that the 
duke had armed men to guard him me night in his 
houfe at Greenwich. 

"". 
1 

f s SoMERSET was brought to his trial before the marquis 
~ r1a o o-

merfet, of Winchefrer, who was created high Reward.. Twenty-
feven peers compofcd the jury, among whom were Nor
thumberland, Pembroke; and Northampton, whom de
cency fhou]d have hindered from aCling as judges in the 
trial of a 'man, that appeared to be their capital enemy. 

Somerfet was accufed of high trcafon on account of the 
projeCted infurreB:ions, and of felony in laying a defign 

to murder privy-counfellors. 
WE have a very imperfeB: account of all fl:ate trials 

during that age, which is a fenfible defect in our hif• 
tory : But it appears, that fome more regularity was ob
ferved in the management of this profecution than had 

1 f! D.::cemb. ufually been employed in like cafes. The witneffe! 
were at leafi examined by the privy-council ; and though 
they were neither produced in court, nor confronted with 

the p1ifoner ( circumfiances required by the fl:riB: prin
ciples of equity) their depofitions were given in to the 
jury. The proof fecms to have been lame with regard 

- \ 

to the treafonablc part of the charge; and Somerfet's 
defence was fo fatisfaCt:ory, that the peers gave verdiB: in 
his favour: The intention alone of aifaulting the privy

counfellors was fupported by tolerable evidence; and the 
jury brought him in guilty of felony. The prifoner 
himfelf confefTed, that he had exprefied his intention of 
murdering Northumberland and the other lords; but had 
not fonm.ll any refolution on that head: And when he 
received fen ten cc, . he afkcd pardon of thofe peers for the 
defi.gns, which he had hearkened to againfl: them. The 

people, by whom Somerfet was beloved, hearing the 
firft 
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Iirfr part of his fentencc, by which he was acquitted from C x~x.Av.P. 
trcafon, expre.tTed their joy by loud acclamations : But <../"\."'J 
their fatisfaD.:ion was fudclcnl y damped, on finding that 1 55 r. 

he was condemned to death for felony 0 • 

CARE had been taken by Northumberland's emi.tTaries, J 55~· 
to prepo.tTefs the young king againfi: his uncle; and lefr 

he lhould relent, no accefs was given to any of Somer .. 

fet's friends, and the prince vVas kept from reflection by 

a continued feries of OCCLtpations and amufements. At His exccu. 

laft the prifoner was bwught to the fcaffold on Tower- tion. 
2.2.d Jan. hill, amidft great crowJs of fpeB:ators, who bore him 

fuch finccre kindnefs, that they entertained, to the laft 
moment, the fond hopes of his pardon P. l\1any of them 
rufned in to clip their h:mdk:erchiefs in his blood, which 
they long prcfervcd as a precious rcliquc; and fome of 
them foon after, when Northumberland met with a like 
doom, upbraided him v1ith this cruelty, and difplayed to 

him thefe fymbols of his cr!rr.e. Somerfet indeed, though 

many act!ons of his life were cxccption:J.blc, fecms, in ge-

neral, to have merited a better fate; and the faults, which 

he committed, were owing to weaknefs, not to any bad 
intention. His virtues vvere better calculated for private 
thun for pablic life; and by his want of penetration and 

firmnefs, he was ill-fitted to extricate himfelf from thofe 

cabals and vio!ences, to which that age was fo much ad-

ditl:ed. Sir Thomas Arundel, Sir l\1ic1uel Stanhope, Sir 
Miles Partridge, and Sir Ralph Vane, all of them So-
mer let's friends, were brought to their trial, condemned 
and executed: Great injufticc fccms to have been ufed in 

their profecution. Lord Pagct, ch<mcellor of the dutchy, 
wz.sJ .'>n fom2 prct.::nce, tried in the fiar-chamber, ami 
conaemned in a fine of tooo pounds, with the lofs of 

, 
0 

Hayward, p 320, 321, 3'!2, Stowe, p. £o6. Hollin:'!1eJ, p. ro67. 
P HJyward, p. 314, 32 S· 
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c H A P. his offi~c. To mortify him the more, he was degraded' 
XXXV. .1 f h l --.,--..; from the oruer o t c garter ; as unwort 1y, on account 
J55~· of his m:::an birth, to ihare that honour q. Lord Rich, 

chancellor, was alfo compelled to rcfign his office, on the 
difcm'ery of fome !'narks of friendihip, which he had 

:fhown to Somcrfct. 

:t2.l Jan. T .HE day after the execution of Somerft:t, a feffion of 
A parlia- parliament was held, in which farther advances were 
ment, 

made to'W4r2s the eftabliihment of the reformation. The 

neW liturgy VT:lS authorifed ; and penalties were enacred 

againft all thofe v.,rho abfented themfelvcs from public wor
:fhip r. To ufe the mafs had already been prohibited un

der fevere penalties ; fo that the reformers, it appears, 

whatever [cope they had given to their own private judg

ment, in difputing the tenets of the ancient religion,. 
were refolvcd not to allow the fame privilege to others; 

and the prad:ice, nay the very dod:rine of toleration, was, 

at that time, equally unknown to all feB:s and parties. 
To · diifcnt from the rdigion of the magifrrate was uni

verf~lly conceived to be as criminal as to qucfiion his 

title, or rebel againfi his authority. 

A LAw was enaCted againft ufury; that is, againfr 

taking any intereft for moneys. This aB: was the remains

of ancient fupcrftition; but being found extremely ini

quitous in itfelf, as well as prejudicial to commerce, it 

was afterwards repealed in the twelfth of Eli~beth. The

common rate of intereft, notwithfranding the law, was. 

:A.t this time r 4 per cent r. 

A BILL was introduced by the minifiry into the houfe 
of lords, renewing thofe rigorous fi:atutcs of treafon, 
which had been abrogated in the beginning of this reign; 
a:nd though the peers, by their high fiation, flood mofr 

cxpofcd to thefe tempefts of fiate, yet had they fo little 

'> St'ow(', p. 6o3. r s&6Edw.VI, c.t. s }bid. c. 20• 
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regard to public fecurity, or even to heir own true in- c H A p, 

tcrefrs, that they pafied the bill with only ~e diffenting ~ 
voice u. But the commons rejeCl:ed it, and prepared a ISS'· 

new bill, that paffed into a law, by which it was enatt-
c'd, that whoever fuould tall the king or any of his heirs , 
named in the fl:atutc of the 35th of the lafi reign, heretic, 
fchifmatic, tyrant, infidel, or ufurpcr of the crown, fhould 
forfeit, for the fi.rfl: offence, their goods and chattels, and be 
imprifoned during pleafure; for the fer.ond, fhould incur 
a prcemunire ; for the third, fuould be attainted for trca-

fon. But if any fuould unadvifedly utter fuch a flan-
der in writing, printing, painting, carving, or grav·ng, 
he was, for the firft offence, to be held a traitor w. It 

may be worthy of notice, that the king and his next 
heir, the lady :rvfary, were profeffedly of different reli-

gions; and religions; which threw on each other the 
imputation of herefy, fchifm, idolatry, profanenefs, blaf
phcmy, wickednefs, and all the opprobrious epithets that 
religious zeal has invented. It was almofi impoffible, 
therefore, for the people, if they fpokc at all on thefe 
ft1bjeCl:s, not to fall into the crime, fo fevercly punifhcd 
by th is fl:atute ; and the jealoufy of the commons for 
liberty, though it led them to rejetl: the bill of treafons, 
fent to them by the lords, appears not to have been very 
aB:ive, \'igilant, or clcar-fightcd. 

T HE cor m10ns annexed to this l5ill a clauft v;! ich 
was of more importance than the bill itfelf, that no on 
:fhould be convitted of any kind of t r(;;J.{on, unle!s t c 

crime were proved by the oaths of two wi ne!te , con
f ontetl with the prifoncr. 'J' he lordu, f-•r f, me t" rn ~, 

fcrupled t pafs this cbufc; thoag: conforn ab c to th ~ 
mott obvio~s principles of c !ity. ) ·t the mcmh~rs of 
that ho~fc tru!l:~u fo r pro eaion to th _,;r p!'c .lt p rf. n .. l 

u P.lrl' ar" "'l' M.' hiil vol. ii', !'• !!)8 . :C irne•, v, ·, ii. .-. ··c. 
f•Jw, Vl . c p . 2. · 
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c H A r. intercft and r.owcr., and negleCl:cd the nohlcfr and mo 
XXXV. r. A • h f l 
V"'\~ p~rm::mcnt leCllllty, t at o .aws. 

1 55:. THE houie of peers paffed a b1ll, v.rhbfc object wa 

making a pro~.rifion for tLc poor; but die commons, not 

chufing that a money-bill fhould begin in the uppcr-

11ou{e, framed a new ace to the fame purpofe. By this 
ad:, the cP.urch-wardcns '\vcrc empowered to collctl: cha
ritable contributions; and if any refufed to give, or dif

fuaded othei's from that charity, the bi!hop of the dioccfe 
was impo\Ycred to proceed againfr them. Such· large difcre
tionary powers, cntrufred· to the prelates, feem as proper 

an objeB: of jealoufy as the autho.rit'J afTumed hy the 

peers x.-

THERE wns another occafion:, in whiclY the parliament 

repofed ail unufual confidence in the biiliops. They im
powered them to proceed againft fuch as neglected the 

Sundays and holidays· Y. But thefe were unguarded con
ceffions granted to the church : The general humour of 
the age rather led men to bereave the ecclefiafrics of aU· 

p'Dwer, and even to pillage them of their property: l\tlany 
clergymen, about th's time, were obliged for a fubfifr ... 
ence to turn carpenters or taylors,. and fome kept ale
hou[cs z. The biiliops themfelves were generally reduced 

to poverty, and held both thei:- r~enucs and fpiritual· 

office by a very p;-ecarious and uncertain tenure. 

'To,'STAL, bi!hop of Durham, was one of the mofr 

eminent prelates of th~t age, fiill lefs for the dignity of 

hi· fee, th~n for his m·\·n perfonal merit; his learning, 

moderation, humanity, and beneficence. He had op
pofcd, by hi:> vote and authority, all innovations in re

ligion ; but as foon as they were enacted, he had always 

fubmittcd, and had conformed to every theological fyfrem, 

which h1.d been dbbliJ!1ed. His know·n probity had 
made this complian"e be afcribed, not to an interefted or 

X 5 & 6 Edw. vr. tap. a, . 
vol. ii. p. 202, 

Y Ibid. cap. 3· z Burnet, 

time-
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ime-ferving fpirit, but to a fenfe of cl ty, which I~d c H A P. 

him to thin.k, that aU private opinion ought to be facri- ~ 
ficed to the great concern of public peace and tranquil- I,SS~· 
Iity. The general regard, paid to his charaCter, hzd 
.p:-oteCl:ed him from any fevere treatment during the adrni
nifi:ration of Somerfet; but ·when N orthumbcrhmd gain-
.ed the afcendant, he was thrQwn into prifo.u; and as th1t 

Japacious nob~eman had f~rmed a dcfign of appropriating 
the revenues of the fee of Df!rham, and of acquiring 
;to himfelf a principality in the northern counties, he 
was refolved, in order to cfFeCl:uate his purpofe, to depri.·e 
Tonfi:al of his bifl1opric. A bill of attainJer, therefore, 
on prete.nce of mifprifioi~ of trcafon, was introduced into 
.the houfe of peers againfl that prchte; :!Q.d it paffcd wi·.h 

,the opp9fition only of lord Stourton, a zealous cathol:c, 
~nd of Cralfmer, w o alw"ys bore a cordial and fnccre 

friend/hip to the bifhop of Durham. But \vhen t\c 

1
bill was fe~lt dow1.1 to the -€ommons, they requirl!d, t!nt 
.witndfes fbculd be examined, that 'ronfi:al fhcndd be 
allowe.d tQ defend himfelf, ai)d that he lhoulJ be con-
fronted with his accufers : And w~cn thefc demands were 
refufed, they rcjctled the bill. 

THIS equity, fo unufual in th::- p:uliament during tlut 
age, was afcribed by ~orthumbcrland and his partizans, 
.not to any regard for liberty and jufbce, but to the prevl
lencc of.Somerfet's faB::ion, in a houfe of commons, which, 

·being chofcn during the adminifi:ration of that nohle

man, had been almofl: entirely filled with his creatures. 
They were confirmed in this opinion, when they found, 
that a bill, ratifying the t}ttainder of Somcrf.:t and lis 
accomplices, was alfo rejeCled by the commons, though 

it had paffed the upper houfc. A rcfolution was there- rsth April. 

fore taken to diflolve the par1iamcn , which had fat 
during this whole reign; and foon aft:cr to fummon a 

new one. 
NoRTHUr1-
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C H A P. NoRTHUMBERLAND, in order to enfure to himfelf 
XXXV, . 1 br. . h' '1} '--v---J a houfc of commons entrre y o 1eq mous to IS WI , ven-

1 ~ :;z. turcd on an cxpedrcnt, which could not have been prac-
A new par- . . . . 
llil.rr:en~. trfcd, or even Imagmcd, m an age, when there was any 

jdca or comprehenfion of liberty. He engaged the king 
to write circular• letters to all the fueriffs, in which he 
enjoined them to inform the frccholders, that they 

were required to choofc men of knowledge and expc
ricn(:c for th::ir tepre[cntativcs. After this geperal ex
hortation,. the king continucJ in thefe words : " And 
~' yd, ncvcrthclcfs, our plcafure is, that where our 

" privy-cc!lncil, or any or them !lull, in our behalf, 

" rccommer d, \Vithin their jurifdiB:ion, men of icaming 
~' anJ wi[dom; j11 fuch cafes, their Jirections :!hall be 
" rcgardcJ and followed, as tending to the fame end 
" which v: dc.w ... , that is, to have this affembly corn
" pofed of the pcrfons in our re:tlrn the befi: fitted to 
" give advice and good counfel ~ ." Several letters were 

fent from the king, recommending members to particular 

counties, Sir Richard Cotton to Hampfuire ; Sir Wil

liam Fitzwilliams apd Sir Henry Nevil to Berklhirc; 

"Sir vV Illiam Drury and . Sir Henry Benningfield to Suf-: 
folk, &c. But though fome counties only received this 
fpccies of c,mge d' elire from the king ; the recommenda

tions from the privy council and the counfellors, we 

~ay fairly prefurr:e, WQuld extend to the greateil: part, if 
pot to the whole, of the kingdom. 

IT is remarkable, tl~at this attempt was made during 

the reign of a minor king, when the royal authority is 

ufually wcakefi:; that i~ was patiently fubmitted to; and 

th:tt it gave fo little umbrage as fcarcely to be taken 

notice of by any hrfiorian. The painful and laborious 

coll~?lor above-cited, who never omits the mofi trivial 

a ~trype's Eccle1iafiical Memorials, -yol, ii, p. 394• 
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H~:::J 1natter, is the only p(!rfon, that has thowrht this memo- C H A P. 
:::> XXXV. 

rable letter worthy of being tranfinitted to pofi:crity. ~ 

THE parliament anG11cred Northumberland's eXl)eeta- ft 1M55S·. 
1 arcn. 

tions. As Tonfta1 harl in the interval been deprived of 
his bifhopric in an a;·bitrary manner, by the fentence of 
by commiffioncrs, appointed to try him, the lee of Dur
ham was by act of parliament divided into two biihoprics, 
which had certain portions of the revenue affigned them .. 
The regalities ,of the .fee, which included the j m·;[cliB:ion 
of a count palatine, were g~ven by the king to N orthum
bcrland ; nor is it to be doubted but that nobleman 
had alfo propofed to make rich plunder of the revenue~ 
as was then ufual with the courtiers, whenel'er a b;
ihopric became vacant. 

THE commons gave the minifiry another mark of at
tachment, which was at that time the mofr fincere of 
2.ny, the mofr cordial, and the mofr difficult to be ob
tained : They granted a fupply of two fubfidics and two 
fifteenths. To render this prefent the more acceptable, 
they voted a preamble., containing a long accufation of 
Somerfet, " for involving the king in wars, wafiing his 
" treafure, engaging him in much debt, embafing 
" the coin, and giving occafion for a mofi terrible re
·" bell ion b." 

THE debts of the crown were at this time confiderable. 
The king had received from France 400,000 crowns on 
delivering Boulogne ; he had reaped profit from the fale 
cf fome chantry lands; the churches had been fj)oiled 
of all their ,plate and rich ornaments, which, by a de
cree of council, without any pretence of law or equity, 
had been converted to the king's ufe c : Yet fuch ha~l 

l)cen the rapacity of the courtiers, that the crown owed 
~bout 3oo,ooo pounds d; and great dilapidations were, 

b 7 Edw. vr. cap. 12. c Heylin, P• 9;, IJZ. d Strype's 

:l:ccldiaftical Memorial~, vol. ii. p. 344• 
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c H A P. at the fame time, made of the royal demefncs. The 
XXXV. . fl d h . d·r. fi . 
~young pnnce 1ow~ , among ot er vtr~ues, a upo 1t10n 

155!• to frugality, which, had he lived, would foon have re
trieved thefe loffes: But as his health was decliJ!ing very 
fail, the prefent emptincfs of the exchequer was a fen
fible obfracle to the execution of thofe projects, which 
the ambition of Northumberland had founded on the pro-: 

Succeffion 
ehangcd. 

fpeCl: of Edward's approaching end. 

THAT nobleman reprefented to the prince, whom 
youth and an infirm fl:ate of health made fufcepti_blc of 
any impreffion, that ~is two fifrers, Mary and Eliza
beth, had both of tbcq1 been declared illegitimate by act 
of parliament: and though Henry by his will had re
ftored them to a place in. the fucceffion, the nation would 
~ever fubmit to fee th.e throne of' England filled by a 
bafrard: That they were th,e king's fifiers by the half-bloo~ 
only; and even i r- they w·ere legitimate, could not enjoy 
the crown as his heirs and fucceffors : That the queen 
<?f Scots frcod excluded by the late king's will; and be
jng an alien, ha~ loft by law all right of inheriting ; not 
to mention, that, as lhe was betrothed to the dauphin, 
fhe would, by her fucccffion, render England, as 1he. 
had already done Scotland, a province to France: That 
the certain confeq\lence of his fifrer Mary's fucceffion, 
or that of the q uecn of Sects, was the abolition of the. 
proteftant religion, tl~e repeal of thofe laws enacted in 
favour of the reformatio,n:~ and the re-efi:ablifbmcnt of the 
ufurp~tion and idob.try of the church of Rome: That 
(ortunatcly for Engbnd, t~e fame order of fucceffion,_ 
which jufiice required, was alfo the mofr conformable _ to 
public interefr; anJ there wa~ not on any (!de any jufl: 
ground for dou.bt o,r deliberation : That when thefe 
three princelfcs were excluded by fuch folid. reafons, the 
fucceffion devolved on the marchionefs of Dorfct

1 
eldefl: 

daughter of the FI:ench queen. and th.c duke of Suffolk: 

'fhat 
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!That the next heir of the marchionefs was the lady Jane c H A P. 

G 1 d f h Jl. • • xvxv. 
ray, a a- y o t e mou am1able character, accom- '-.._....,--.J 

plifhed by the beft education, both in literature and re- ISSl• 

ligion ; and every way worthy of a crown : And that 

even, if her title ~y blood were doubtful, which there 

:was no j ufl: rcafon to pretend, the king was poifeffed of 
the fame power, that his father enjoyed ; and might leave 

her the crown by letters patent. Thefc reafonings made 

impreffion on the young prince ; and above all, his zeal-

ous attachment to the proteftant religicn made him appre-

hend the confequences, if fo bigotted a catholic as his 

{lftcr l\thry iholfld fuccecd to the throne. And though 

he bore a tender affetlion to the lady Eliz2bcth, who was 

liable to no fuch objceticn, means were found to pcrfuadc 

l1im, that he could not exclude the one fifrcr, on account 

of illegitimacy, without giving alfo an exclufion to the 

other. 

NoR THur.mERLA>D, finding that his ?rguments were 

likely to operate on the king, ~egan to prepare the other 

parts of his fcheme~ T·wo fons of the duke of SufFolk 

by a fecond venter having died, this feafon, of the fweat

ing ficknefs, that title was extinB:; and Northumberland 

~ngaged the ki~g to befiow it on the marquis of Dorfet. 

By means of this f::wour and of others, which he conferred 
upon him, he pcrfuaded the new duke of SufFolk and the 

~utchds, to give their daughter, the lady Janc, in mar

riage to his fourth fon, the lord Guilford Dudley. In 
order to fortify himfelf by farther alliances, he negociated 

a m:.:rriage between the lady Cathcrine Gray, fecond 

daughter of Suffolk, and lord H~rbert, e!deft fon of the 

earl of Pembroke. He alfo marriecl his own dc.ughter to 

lcrd Hafrings, eldefr fon of th._ earl of Hu! tingdon r. 

~hefe m:trri:.1gcs were folemnized vi•h great pomp and 

feft:ivity; and the people, who hated .. Iorthumbcrland, 

• Heylin, p. JS~· Stowe, P• to9. 
could 
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c x~x; :·could not forbear cxpreffing their indignation at fceing 
l..--v--J fuch public demonfirations of joy, during the Janguilhing 

l.E5J· fratc of the young prince's health. 

Enw ARD had been feized in the foregoing year, firfr 
with the meafles, then with the fmall-pox; but having 
perfectly recovered from both thefe difl:cmpcrs, the nation 
entertained hopes, that they would only fcrve to confirm 
his health; and he had afterwards made a progrefs through 
fame parts of the kingdom. It was fufpetl:cd, that he 

'Tfle king's had there overheated himfelf in exercife: He was feiz.cd 
lilkntis, 

with a cough, which proved obfl:inate, and gave way 
neither to regimen nor medicines : Several fatal fymptoms 
of a .confumption appeared; and though it was hoped, 

that, as the fcafon advanced, his youth and temperance 
might get the better of the malady, men faw with great 
concern his bloom and vigour infcnfibly decay. The 
general attachment to the young prince, joined to the 
hatred borne the Dudleys, made it be remarked, that Ed
ward had every moment declined in health, from the 
time that lord Robcrt Dudley had been put about him, 
in quality of gentleman of the bedchamber. 

THE languifuing fl:ateofEdward's health made North ... 
umberland the more intent on the execution of his pro
ject. He removed all, except his own emiifaries, from 

·about the king: He himfelf .attended him with the greatefr 
affiduity: He pretended the mofl: anxious concern for his 
health and welfaJ:e; And by all thefe artifices he prevailed 
on the young prince to give his final confent to the fettle .. 
ment projected. Sir Edward Montague, chief jufl:ice of 
the Common Pleas, Sir John Baker and Sir Thomas 
Bromley, two judges, with the attorney and folicitor
gcneral; were fcnt for to the council ; where, after the 
minutes of the intended deed were read to them, the 
,king required them to draw them up in the form of letters 
patent. They hefi tatcd to obey; and de fired time to con-

fider 

·,:~ ~ro 

.::.ic3ar 

::ffion 

, u1phe 
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fider of it. The more they reflcB:ed, the grc:ttcr danrrcrC H A P. 0 XXXV 
they found in compliance. The fettlement of the crown~ 
by Henry VIII. had been made in confequencc of an aB: IS53· . 

of parliament ; and by another aa, paffed in the begin-

ning of this reign, it w::1s declared treafon in any of the 

heirs, their aiders or abettors, to attempt on the right of 

another, or change the order of fucceffion. The judges 

pleaJed thefe reafons before the council. They urged, 

that fuch a patent as w:1s intended would be entirely in-
valid; that it would fubjecr, not only the judges who 
drew it, but every counfellor who fignecl it, to the pains 

of trcafon; and that the only proper expedient, both for 

giving fantl:ion to the new fettlement, and freeing its 

partizans from danger, was to fummon a parliament, «nd 

to obtain the confcnt of that affembly. The king f:.lid, 

that he intended afterwards to follow that mC'thod, and 

would call a parliament, in which he propofc d to have 

his fettlement ratified; but in the mean time, he required 
the judges, on their allegiance, to draw the patent in the 

form required. The council told the judges, that their 

refufal would fubjetl: all of them to the pains of treafon. 
Northumberland gave to Montague the appellation of 
traitor; and [:!id that he would in his fhirt fight any man 

;n fo jufi: a cau(e as that of lady Jane's fucccffion. The 

judges were reduced to great difficulties between the d:tn-

gers from the ' law, and thofe which arofe from the violence 

of prefent power and authority r. 

THE arguments were canvaffed in fevcral different 
meetings between the council and the judges; and no 

folution could be found of the difficulties. At lafi:, Mon
tague propofed an expedient, which fatisfied both his 

brethren and the counfellors. He defired, that a fpecial 
commiffion fhould be puffed by the king and council, re

quiring the judges to draw a patent for the new fettlcmcnt 

f fuller, book viii. P• ;. 
I of 

I 
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.c H A P. of the crown; and that a pardon fhould immediately after 
~ be granted them for any offence, which ~hey might have 

l553· incurred by their complia.ryce. Whea the patent wa_, 

drawn and b,rought to the bi!hop of Ely, chancellor, in 
order to have the great feal affixed to it, this prelate re
<JUired, that all tbe judges fbould pre:vioufiy fign it~ 
Gofnald at firfi: refufed.; .and it was with much difficulty

1 
that he was prevailed .on, by the violent menaces of 
Northumberland, to comply; but the conftapcy of Sir 
James Hales, who, though a zea~ous protcftant, prefer
red jufiice on this occafion to the prejudices of his party, 
could not be fhaken .bJ. any expedie!lt. The ch:.:ncellor 
next required, for his greater fecurity, that ;1.11 the privy 
counfellors {hould fet t4eir .hands to the patent: The in
trigues of Northumberland or the fears of his violence 
were fo prevalent, that the counfellors complied with thi~ 

;lft June. demand. Cran Lcr alo!Je hefitated dur~ng fome time, but 
at Iaf!: yielded to the earnefi: and pathetic entreaties of the 
king g. Cecil, at that time fecretary of ftatc, pretende~ 

afterwards, that he only ftgned as a wit~ef.s to the king'~ 
fubfcription. And thus., by the king's letters patent, 
the two princeffes, Mary and Elizabeth, were fet afide; 
and the crown was fettled on the heirs of the dutchefs of 
Suffolk: For the dutchefs herfclf was content to give 
place to her daugh~ers. 

AFTER this fettlement was m:.:de, with .fo many inau
fpicious circumfranccs, Edward vifibly declined every 
day; and finall hopes were entertained of his recovery. 
To make matters worfe, his phyficians were difmiifed by 

Torthumberland's advice and by an order of council; and 
he \vas put into the hands of an ignorant woman, who 
undertook, in a little time, to rcfiore him to his former 
.fiate of health. After the ufe of her medicines, all the 

ad fymytoms encreafed .to the mcft violent degree: He 

& C'ranm. Mem. p. 195• 

s felt 



EDWARD vt. 
felt a difficulty of fpeech and breathing; his pulfe failed, C R A p. 

his legs [welled, his colour became livid ; and many other ~ 
fymptoms appeared of his approaching end. He expired t;~3· 

G 
. h . h ~ h f h. d And death. 

at reenw1c m t e 11xteent year o IS age, an the 6th July. 

feventh of his reign. 
ALL the Engliih hifrotians dwell with pleafure on the 

excellent qualities of this young prince ; whom the flat

tering promifes of hope, joined to many real virtues, had 

made an object of tender affection to the public. He pof

feffed mildnefs of difpofition, application to frudy and bu
finefs, a capacity to learn and j udge1 and an attachment 

to equity and j ufrice.. He feems only to have contracted'" 

from his ectucation and from the genius of the age in 

which he lived, too much of a narrow prepoffeffion in 
matters of religion, which made him incline fomewhat to: 

bigotry and perfecution: But as the bigotry of prote

ftants, lefs governed by priefrs, lies under more reftrainf:s. 
tlian that of catholics, the effects of this malignant qua

lity were the lefs to be apprehended, if a longer life had: 

been granted to young Edward. 
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C I-I A P. XXXVI. 

M A R Y. 

Lady 'jane Gra)' prod{timcd quccn--Deferted by the 

people--CJhc queen proclaimed and acknowledged 

-- J 
1ort!.•umbu·land executed-- Catholic reli

gion rrflo'nd-- A parliament·-- Deliberations 

with regard to the queen's marriage- Sf(_uem's 

marriage with Philip--Wyat's infurreClion

SuppreJ!ed--Execution of Lady Jane Gray-

A parliament--Phi lip's arrival in England. 

c H A P. THE title of the princefs Mary, after the demife of 
~ her brother, was not cxpofed to any tonfiderable 

J 553• difficulty ; and the objeCtions, fl:arted by the lady J ane's 
partizans, were new and unheard-of by the nation. 
Though all the protefbnts, and even many of the catho
lics, believed the m~rriage of Henry VIII. with Catherine 
of Arragon to be unlawful and invalid; yet, as it had been 
contraCted by the parties without any criminal intention, 
had been avowed by their parents, recognized by the na
tion, and feemingly founded on thofc principles of law 
and rciigion, which then prevailed, few imagined, that 
their i!fue ought on that account to be regarded as illegi
timate. A declaration to that purpofe had indeed been 
extorted from parliament by the ufual violence and ca
price of Henry ; but as that mon'arch had afterwards been 
induced to rcfic ·e h!!:i daughter to the right of fucceffion, 
her title was now becvme as le -ral and parliamentary as it I ~. 
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was ever efl:eemed jufl: and natural. The public h~-d c H A P. 

] b f .1. . d h r. r. . D . XXXVI. 
ong ~en ami 1anze to t e1e 1ent1ments: unng all the ~ 

reign of Edward, the princefs was regarded as his lawful 15'5:3• 

fucceffor: And though the protefl:ants dreaded the effects. 

of her prejudices, the extreme hatred, univerfally enter-

tained againfr the Dudleys ~, who, men forefaw, would~ 

under the name of J ane, be the real fovereigns, was more.! 

than fu:fficient to counterbalance, even with that party, 

the attachment to religion. This lafi: attempt, to violate 

the order of fucceffion, had difplayed Northumberland's 

ambition and injufi:ice in a full light; and when the peo-
ple refleCl:ed on the long train of frand, iniquity, and 

cruelty by which that project had been condutl:ed; that 

the lives of the two Seymours, as well as the title of the 

princeffes, had been facrificed to it ; they were moved by 
indignation to exert themfelves in oppofition to fuch cri-

minal enterprizes. The general veneration alfo, paid to 
the memory of Henry VIII. prompted the nation to de-

fend the rights of his pofrerity; and the mifcrics of the 

ancient civil wars were not fo entirely forgotten, that men 

were willing, by a departure from the lawful heir, to in-
cur the danger of like bloodfl1cd and confulion. 

NoRTHUMBERLAND, fenfiblc of the oppolition which 

he mufr expcB:, had carefully concealed the defrination 

made by the king ; and in order to bring the two prin

ceffes into his power, he had had the precaution to engage 

the council, before Edward's death, to write to them in 

that prince's name, deliring their attendance, on pretence 

that his infirm fl:atc of health required the affifiancc of 

their counfel and the confolation of their com.p:my ". 

Edward expired before their arrival ; but Northumber

land, in order to make the prince!fes fall into the fnarc, 

kept the king'·s death fl:ill fecrct; and the lady JV!ary 
had already reached HodJc[Jcn, within half a day's jour-

t Slei.len, lib. z .5• 
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c H A P. 11ey of the court. Happily•, the earl of Arundd fent her 
XXXVI A 

~private intelligence, both of her brother's death and of 
1553· the confpiracy formed againft her i : She immcdiateiy 

made hafre to retire; and {he arrived, by quick journeys, 
firfr at Kenning-hall in Norfolk, then at Framlingham in 
Suffolk; where fhc propofed to embark and efcapc to 
Flanders~ in cafe fhe fhould find it impoffiblc to defend 
her right of fucceffion. She wrote letters to the nobility 
and mofr confiderable gentry in every county of England; 
commanding them to affifi her in the defence of her 
crown and perfon. And fhe difpatched a meffage to the 
council; by which fhe notified to them, that her brother's 
death was no longer a fecrct to her, promifed them par
don for pafr offences, and required them immediate] y to 

give orders for proclaiming her in London k. 

NoR THtJMBERLAND found that farther diffimulati~n 
was fruitlefs: He went to Sion-houfe 1, accompanied by 
the duke of Suffolk, the earl of Pembroke, and others of 
the nobility ; and he approached the lady J anc, lvho re .. 
:fided there, with all the refpetl: ufually paid to the fove
reign. J ane was, in a great meafure, ignorant of thcfc: 
tranfaB:ions; and it was with equal grief and furprize; 

'Lady Jane that fhe received intelligence of them m. She was a lady 
~:;;:lo- of an amiable perfon, an engaging difpofition, ~ccom• 
'iueen. plifhed parts; and being of an equal age with the l~te 

king, fhe had received all her education with him, and 
feemed even to poffefs greater facility in acquiring ever/ 
part of manly and polite literature. She had attained a 
familiar knowledge of the Roman and Greek languages, 
befides modern tongues ; had paffed mofl: of her time in 
an application to learning; and expreffed a great indiffe
rence for other occupations and amufements, ufual with 

i Burnet, vol. ii. p. ~ 33• 
I Thuanus, lib. xiii. c. x. 

H~l: n, p. 149• Barnet) vol, ii, p. 1.:4• 

k Fox, vol. iii. p. 14. 

m Godwin in Kennct, p. 329• 

;t' 
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ht"r fex anJ fl:ation. Roger Afcham, tutor to the bdyC H A P. 

El . b } h . d 'd h 'fi XXXVI. 1za et 1, avmg one ay pa1 er a Vl 1t, found her em- '--v--.1 

played in reading Plato, while the rcfl: of the family were I553· 

engaged in a .party of hunting in the park; and on his 
admiring the fingularity of her choice, fhe told him, that 
fhe received more pleafure from that author th<m the 
others could reap from all their fport and £.-·· ty n. Her 
heart, full of this paffion for literature and the elegant 
arts, and of tendernefs towards her hufband, who was 
deferving of her affeB:ions, had never opened itfelf to the 
flattering allurements of ambition ; and the intelligence 
of her elevation to the throne was by no means agreeable 
to her. She even refufed to accept of the prefent; pleaded 
the preferable title of the two princeffes ; expreffcd her 
dread of the confequences attending an entcrprize fo dan-
gerous, not to fay fo criminal ; and defired to remain in 
that private fbtion, in which fhe was born. Overcome 
at lafi: by the entreaties, rather than the reafons, of her fa-
ther and father-in-law, and above all of her hufband, £he 
fubmitted to their will, and was prevailed on to relin-
quiili her own judgment. It was then ufual for the kihgs 
of England, after their acceffion; to pafs the firfr days in 
the Tower; and Northumberland immediately conveyed 
thither the new fovereign. All the counfdlors were ob-
liged to attend her to that fortrcfs ; and by this means 
became, in fome meafure, prifoncrs in the hands of North• 
umberland, whofe will they were ncceffitated to obey ... 
Orders were given by the council to proclai;n J ane 
throughout the kingdom; but thefe orders were executed 
only in London, and the neighbourhood. No applaufe 
enfued : The people heard the proclamation with filence 
and concern : Some even exprelfed their fcorn anJ con· 
tempt: And one Pot, a vintner's >prentice, was fcverely 
pLmifhed for this offence. The protefb..nt teachers 

n Afcham's works, p. zzz, 223, 
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c '; ,A ?· themfelve , who were employed to convince the people of 
XXXIV. . l ,. . 1 r. d R. I 

\...---v---1 J anes title, found thelr e oquence ~rmt e.s; an 1 ld ey, 

IS 53· bi!hop of London, who p~ched a fcrmon to that pur

pofc, wrought no effc& upon his audience. 
THE people of Suffolk, meanwhile, paid the:r attend~ 

ance on !viary. As they were mt!ch attat'heJ to the re
formed communion, they could not forbear, amidfi: their 

tenders of duty, expreffing apprehcnfions for their rcli ... 

gion ; b~t when {he affured them, that ihe never meant 

to change the laws of Edward, they enliftcd themfelves 

in her caufe with zeal and affection. The nobility and 

gentry daily flocked to her, nd t,r.ought her reinforce.:' 

ment. The earls of Bath ~nd Sufic~·, the eldefr fons of 

lord Wharton and lord Monbunt, Sir \Villi~m Drury, 
Sir Henry Benningfie!d, Sir Henry JcrnGgan, perfons 

whofe interefr lay in th~ neighbourhood, appeared at the 

J1ead of their tenants and ret<tincr 0
• Sir Edvvard Ha!t

ings, brother of the eul of Huntingdon, hav:jng received 

a commiffion from the council to n akc levies for the bdy 
J:me in Buckingham!hire, C."lrried over his troops, which 
;.1mounted to fot..~r thoufand men, and joined queen l\1ary. 
Even a fleet, which had been fcnt by Northumberland to 

lie oif the coafl: of Suffolk, being forced into Yarmouth 

by a ~orm, was enga~cd to declare for that princefs. 
N ORTHU MBERI.AND, hitherto blinded by ambition, f.tw 

at Jail: the danger gather round him, and knew not to 

what hand to turn him{Cl( He had levied forces, which 

were affembled at London ; b~t dreading the cabals of the 

courtiers and counfellors, whofe compliance, he kncv:,. 

had been entirely the refult of fear or artifice, he was re

iolved to keep near the perfon of the lady Jane, a·nd fend 

Suffo1I::: to comm=1nd the army. But the counfe11ors, wl1 o 

wi1hed to remove him P, working on the filial tcndcrncfs 

0 Heylin; p. 160. Bnrnet, vol. ii: p. z 3 7• p Godwirt, 

P• 3JO• .Heylin, P• 159• Burnet, vol. ii. p. :39• fcx, vul. iii. p. 15• 
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of Jane, magnified to her the danger, to which her father c H A P. 
XXXVI. would be expofed; and reprefented, that Northumber-~ 

land, who had gained reputation by formerly fuppreffihg 1553~ 
a rebelliot1 in thofe parts, was more proper to command 
in that ehterprize. The duke himfelf, who knew the 
flendcr capacity of Suffolk, began to think1 that none but 
himfclf was able to encounter the prefent danger; and 
he agreed to take on him the command of the troops. 
The counfcllors attended on him at his departure with 
the highcfi: protefi:ations of attachment, and none more 
than Arundcl, his mortal chemy q, As he went along, he 
remarked the difaffecHon of the people, which foreboded a 
fatal iffue to his ambitious hopes. " Many," faid he to 
lorJ Gray, " come out to look at us, but I find not one 
" who cries, God fpeed your." 

THE duke had no fooncr reached St. Edmond's-burr; 
than he found his army, which did not exceed fix thou
fand men, too weak to encounter the OEeen's s, which 
amounted to double the number. He wrote to the coun
cil, defiring them to fend him a reinforcement; and the 
counfellors immediately laid hold of this opportunity to 
free thc.mfelves from confinement. They left the Tcwer, Lady Jane 

• 1 d · deferte::d by as 1f they meant to execute Northumberland s comman s; the peo
1 
1~. 

but being affembled in Baynard's cafile, a houfe belong-
ing to Pembroke, they deliberated concerning the method 
of fliaking off his ufurped tyranny. Arundel began the 
conference, by reprefenting the injuftice and cruelty of 
rorthumbcrland, the exorbitancy of his ambition, the 

crimi~al enterprize which he had projected, and the guilt 
jn which he had involved the whole council ; and he af
ierted, that the only method of making atonement for 
their pafi offences, was by a fpeedy return to the duty, 
which they owed to their lawful fovcreign t, T'his mo-

q Heylin, p. t6x. B k~r, p. 315. Holli.ngfhed, p. roS6, 
r Speed, p. 816 s Gcdwin, P· 331• 
t Codwin, p. 331, 3::&, Thuanus, lib, xni, 
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e H A P. tion was feconded by Pembroke, who, clapping his h:m(I' 
XXXVI. 
'--v--J to his,fvrord, fwore he was ready to fight any man that 

li.S.H· expreffed himfelf of a contrary fentiment. The mayor 
and aldermen of London were immediately ient for, who
difcovered great alacrity i~ obeying ~he orders they re
ceived to proclaim Mary. The people cxprdfed· their 

approbation by ibouts of applaufe. Even Suffolk, who 
commanded in the Tower, finding refifl:ance fruitlefs, 
f>pened the ga!"es, and declared for the queen. The lady 
J ane, after the vain pageantry of we2.ring a crown during 
ten days, returned to a private life with more fatisfaetion 
than fhe felt when the royalty was tendered to her u : 

And the meflengeFs, who were fent to Northumberland, 
with orders to Jay down his arms, found that he had de
fpaired of fuccefs, was deferted by all his followers, and 
liad- already proclaimed the queen, with exterior marks of 

The queen joy and fatisfatl:ion w. The people every where, on the 
proclaimed 
and ac- queen's approach to London, gave fenfible expreffions of 
.Knowledged, their loyalty and attachment. And the lady Elizabeth 

met her at the head of a thoufand horfe, which that prin

cefs h<ld 1'evied in order to fupport their joint title againlt: 

the ufurper :t. 

THE que~n gave orders for taking into cuftody the 
duke of Northumberland, who fell on his knees to the 
earl of Arundel that arrefl:ed him, and abjeCt:ly begged 
hi3 life Y. At the fame time were committed, the earl of 
Warwic his eldeR: fon, lord Ambrofe and lord Hem·y 
Dudley, two of his younger fon~, Sir Andrew Dudley, 
his brother, the marquis of Northampton, the earl of 
Huntingdon, Sir Thomas Palmer, and Sir John Gates. 
The queen afterwards confin::!d the duke of Suffolk) lady 

u Godwin, p. 332• Thuanu~, lib. xiii. c. 2.. w Stowe, p. 61~. 

x Durnet, vol. ii. p. 2.40. He)lin, p. 19. Stowe, p. 6q, 

Y Bmnet, vol . ii, p. ;:,3-9• Stowe, p. 6n. B~ker1 P• 3 r 5• Hollinglhcd, 

?'· I o8:}, 

a ne' 
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Jane Gray, and lord Guilford Dudley. But 1\t!ary was c H A P. 

d fi . l b . . f h . XXXVI. 
e 1rous, m t 1c egmmng o · er reign, to acquire popu- ---v--1 

Iarity by the appearance of clemency; and becaufe the 1553· 

counfellors pleaded con!haint as an cxcufe for their trca-

fon, ihe extended her pardon to m oft of them. S ufl-olk 

himfelf recovered his liberty; and he owed this indul-

gence, in a great rncafure, to the contempt entertained o.f 

his capacity. But the guilt of Northumberland was too 

great, as well as his ambition and courage too dangerous, 

to permit him to ente-rtain any reafonable hopes of life. 
\Vhen brought to his trial, he only de:lired pu miffion to 

afk two quefrions of the peers, appointed to fit a..r1 his 

jury; whether a man could be guilty of trcafon that 

obeyed orders given him by the council under the great 

feal ? and whether ·.thofc who were involved in the fame 

guilt with himfelf, could .fit as his judges? Being told., 

that the great feal of an ufurper was no authority, and 

that perfons, not lying under any fentence of atta : nder~ 

were frill innocent in the eye of the law, .and might be 

admitted on any jury z:; he acquiefccd, and pleaded 

,guilty. At his execution, he made profcffion of the ea- :r.zd Aut!• 

h I. 1' . d Id h 1 h h 1 J N ortlJUm-t o JC re Igton, an to t e peop e, t at t ey never wou " l:lerbnd 

enjoy .tranquillity till .they returned to the faith of their executed. 

;.mceftors : Whether that fuch were his real fentiments, 

which he had formerly difguifed, from interefr and ambi-

tion, or that he hoped, by ,this declaration, to render the 

queen more favourable to his family~.. Sir Thomas Pal-

mer, and Sir John Gates fuffered with him ; and this 

.was all the blood fpilled on acr::ount of fo dangerous and 

criminal an enterprize againfr the rights of the fovcreign. 

Sentence was pronounced <gainfr the lady Jane and lord 

Guilford; but without any prefent intention of putting 

.z Barnet, vol. ii. p. 2.43• 
P· Io8g. 

St~·.ve, p. 6 r4. 

Heyllin. p. 18. Baker, p. 316 . Hollinrfl1eJ, 

a Hey !in, p. 19. Burnet, vol. iu, P· Z43• 
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C H A P it in exeqrtion, The youth and innocence of the per .. 
XXXVI. . 

\.....-.._,.._ fons, neither of whom had reached the1r fevcnteenth year, 
1553· pleaded fufficiently in their favour, 

WHEN l\1ary fidl: arrived in the Tower, the duke of 
Norfolk, who had been detained prifoner during all the 
lafr reign; Courtpey, for. of the marquis of Exeter, 
who, without being charged w--ith any crime, had been 
fubjeCl:ed to the fame punifhrnept ever fince his father's 
atta,inder; Gardiner, Tonfial, and Banner, who had been 
confined for their adhering to the catholic c:mfc, appeared 
,Peforc her, and implored her clemency and proteCtion b, 

They were all of them refiored to their liberty, and im
mediately admitted to her confidence and favour. Nor
fo.lk's attainder, notwithfranding that it had paffed in 
Parliament, was reprefcnted as pull and invalid; hecaufe, 
among other informalities, no fpecial matter had been al
leged againfl him, except wearing a coat of arms, which 
he and his ancefiors, without giving ~ny offence, had al
ways made ufe of, in the face of the court and of the 
whole nation, Courtney foon after received the title of 
~arl of Devon!hire; and though educated in fuch clofe 
~onfinement, that he was altogether unacquainted with 
the world, he foon acquired all the accompliihments of 
a courtier and a gentleman, aqd made a confiderable fi
eure during the few years, which he lived after he reco
~ered his liberty c! Befides performing all thofe popular 
(.Cts, which, though they only atfeB:cd individ4als, were 
very acceptable to the nation, the ql.lcen endeavoured tq 
ingratiate herfclf with the public, by granting a general 
pardon, tl)ougq with fomc exceptions, and by remitting 
the fubftdy voted to her brother by the laft parliament d. 

THE joy arifing from the fucceffion of the 1awf~I heir, 
~nq from the graciol!-s demeanor of the fovereign, hin-

'!> Hl'ylin, p. 2.0. Stowe, p. 613. Hollingilied, P• 1o0 8, 
IZ Derec.lm d!= Noailles, voJ, ii, p, ~f61 ~+7• d Stowe, p. 6x6. 

pen:~ 
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clered not the pcop!c fi·om b~ing agitated with great anxiety C c!! A P. 
· 1 i1 f J' · d · ..K...-.XVl. roncernmg t 1e nate o re 1g10n ; an as the bulk of the.....__,__, 

nation in lined to the protefrant communion, the appre- J553• 

henfions, ntcrtaim.:d concerning the principles and pre-

judices of the new queen, were pretty general. The le-

gitimacy of I\1<1ry's birth had appeared to be fomewhat 

connected with tl e papal autl ority; and that princ~fs., 
being educated with her mother, had imbibed the frrong- . 

cfr attachment to the catholic communion, and the high-

eft avcrfion to thofc new tenets, whence, fhe believed, all 

the misfortunes of her family had originally fprm.g. The 

difcouragcments, which fhe lay under from her father, 

though at lafl: they brought her to comply with his will, 

tended frill more to encrca.fe her difgufr to the reformers; 
and the vexations, which the proteCtor and the council 

gave her, during Edward's reign, had no other effect than 

to confirm her farther in her prejudices. Naturally of a 
four and obfrinate temper, and irritated by contradiCtion 

~nd misfortunes, ihe poficffed all the qualitie fitted to 

compofe a bigot; and her extreme ignorance rendered 

her utterly incapable of doubt in her own belief, or of in-
dulgence to the opinions of others. The nation, there-

fore, had great reafon to dread, not only the abolition, 

but the perfecution of the cfrablifhed religion from the 

zeal of Mary ; and it was not long ere fhe difcovered 

her intentions. 
GARDIN1i.R, Bonncr, Tonftal, Day, Heath, and Vefey, <:a.thclic r .. 

were reinftated in their fees, either by a direCt: aCl: of ~~~~~.re
power, or, what is nearly the fame, by the fentence of 
comrniffioncrs, appointed to review their proce[s and con

demnation. Though the bifhopric of Durham had been 

Jiffolved by authority of parliament, the queen erected it 

anew by letters-patent, and repbced Tonfial in his rcga-
lities as well as in his revenue. On pretence of difcou-

raging controvcrfy, :fhe filenccd, by an act of prerogative, 

B b 4 all 
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C H "· P. all the preachers throughout England·, except fuch as 
x;~xvr. 

_... r-.~ ihould obtain a particular Ecence ; and it was eafy to 
1

553· forefee, that none but the Catholics would be favoured 
with this privilege. Holgate, archbilhop of York, Co
vcrdale, bifhop of Exeter, Ridley of London, and Hooper 
of GloccHer, were thrown into prifon; whither old La
timer alfo wc.:s fent foon after. The zealous biihops and 
priefts were encouraged in their forwardnefs to revive the 
mafs, though contrary to the prefent laws. J ud~e 
Halcs, who hz.d difcovcrcd fuch confl:ancy in defending 
the qucen's title, loft all his merit by an oppofition to thofe 
illegal pr<!eticcs; and being committed to cufl:ody, was 
·trea:ed with fL:ch fcverity, that he fell in~o frenzy, and 
killed himfclf. .The men of Suffolk were brow-beaten; 
becaufe they prcfumcd to plead the promife, which the 
queen, when they cnlifted themfelves in her fervicc, 
had gi\'cn t:}cm, of mainta!ni11g the reformed religion : 
One, in p::;:ticular, v;as fet in the pillory, becaufe he 
ha.d been too peremptory, in recalling to her memory 
the cngagemcntsl which ihe had taken on that occafion. 
And though the queen frill promifed, in a public decla
ration before the council, to tolerate thofe _who differed 
from her, men forefaw, that this engagement, like the 
fermer, would pro·1e but a feeble fecurity, when fet in 
oppolltion to religious prejudices. 

THE merits of Cranmer towards the queen, during 
·the reign of Henry, had been confiderable; and he had 
fuccefsfully employed his good offices in mitigating the 
fevcre prcj udiccs, which that monarch had entertained 
againfi: her. But the aetive part, which he had borne 
in promoting her mother's divorce, as well as in con
duCting the reform2.tion, had made him the objetl: of her 
hnreJ; a,nd though Gardiner had been equally forward 
in foliciting and defending the divorce, he had afterwards 
wade f~fficient 2toncment, by his fufferings in defence 

Qf 
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of the catholic caufe. The primate, therefore, had rea- C H A r•. 
r .n. }' 1 r: d . h r. . X~XVJ. 10n to expeL:. 1tt e 1avour unng t e pre1ent reign; but '--v---J 

it was by his own indifcreet zeal, that he brought on '553· 

himfelf the firfi: violence and perfccution. A report be-

ing fpread, that Cranmcr, in order to pay court to the 

queen, had promifed to officiate in the Latin fervice, 

the archbiihop, to wipe off this afperfion, publiilicd a 
manifefi:o in his own defence. Amort; other cxpreffions, 

he there faid, that, as the devil was a liar from the be-

ginning, and the father of lies, fo had he <lt this time 
f!:irred up his fervants to perfecute Chrifi: and his true 

religion: That this infernal fpirit now endeavoured to 
ref!:ore the Latin fatisfatl:ory maffes, a thing of his own 
invention and device ; and in order to effectuate his pur-

pofe, had falfely made ufe of Cranmer's name and au-
thority: And that the mafs is not only vvithout founda-

tion, either in the Scriptures or in the practice of the pri-

mitive church, but likewife difcovers a plain contradic-

tion to antiquity and the infpired writings, and is befides 

replete with many horrid blafphemies 1
• On the publi-

cation of this inflammatory paper, Cranmcr was thrown 

into prifon, and was tried for the part which he had 
aCted, in concurring with the lady J anc, and oppofing 
the queen's acceffion. Sentence of high treafon was 

pronounced againil: him; and though his guilt was fhared 

with the whole privy council, and was even lcfs than 

that of the greatefi part of them, this fentence, however 

fevere, mufi: be allowed entirely legal. The execution 

of it, however, did not follow; and Cranmer was re-
ferved for a more cruel punifhment. 

PETER IV1AR TYR, fceing a perfecution gathering 
againfi: the reformers, dcfired leave to withdraw g ; and 

f Fox, vol. iii. p. 94· Heylin, p. 2 5. Godwin, p. 336. Burnet, voi.

ii. Coil. No 8. Cranm. Mem. P• 305. Thuanus, lib. xiii. c, 3• 

£ Heylin} p. 2.6. Godwin, p. 336. Cranm, Mc:m. P· 3170 
while 
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C H...,..-4 P.while fome :~..caious cathofics moved for his commitment 
XXAVI. 
~ Gardiner both pleaded) that he had come over by an in-

TS.Sl· vitation from the government, and gcncrouJly furni!hed 
him with fupplic for his journey: But as bigotted zeal 
:ffill encreafcd, his wife's. body, which had been interred 
:rt Oxford, \vas aftenvards dug up by public orders, and 
bt:ried in a dur.ghill h. The bones of Bucer and Fa
giu.s, t\vo foreign ~dormers; were about the fame time 
committed to the Bames at Cambridge i. John a Lafco 
was firft fi.knced, and then ordered to depart the king
dom with his congre;ation. 'l'hc greater part of the 

srh oa-. 
A parlia• 
~. 

oreign protdlants followed him ; and the nation thereby 
Ioit m:my ufeful h:mds for arts and manufactures. Se
-veral Englifu protefiants alfo took iliclter in foreign 
parts ; and every thing bore a difmal afpeCl: for the re
formation. 

· DuRING this ret'oiution of the court, n.g proteCtion 

was expeCt-ed by protcfrants from the parliament, which 
was fummoned to affemblc. A zealous reformer k pre
tends, that great violence and iniquity were ufcd in the 
eleCtions ; but bcfi.dcs that the autl ority of this writer is 

inconfidcrahie, that praCl:ice, as the ncceffities of go
v~rnment felclcm required it,. had not hitherto been often 
employed in England. There fl:ill remained fuch num

bers de\·otcd, by opinion or affeCtion, to many principles 
of the ancient religion, that the authority of the crown 
was able to give fuch candidates the preference in rnofr 

dcCl:ions; and all thofe, who hcfitatcd to comply with 
the court religion, rather declined taking a feat, which, 
while it rendered them obnoxious. to the queen, could 
afterwards afford them no proteCtion againfi: the violence 
of prerogative, It foon appeared, therefore, that a ma-

1t Hey}in. p 26. i Saunders de Schifm. Anglic. k Bealt-. 
:But fl'X, who lived at the time, and is very minute in his narratives, fays 
nothia~ of th: m~ttcr, S~:e vol. iii. p. x(i, 

jority 
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jority of the commons would be obfequious to Mary's c H A P. 
-1 fi d , 11l XXXVI. ue tgns ; an as tne peers were mon y attached to the 1...--y--.j 

court, from intcreft or expectations, little oppofition was •553• 

expeCted from that 'qUarter. 

IN opening the parliament, the court fhowed a con

tempt of the laws, by celebrating, before the two houfes, 
a mafs of the Holy Ghofr, in the Latin tongue, attended 

with all the ancient rites and cere~onies, though abo
li{hed by aCt of parliament 1• Taylor, bifhop of Lin
coln, having refufed to kneel at this fervice, was feverely 

handled, and was violently thrufr out of the houfe m. 

The queen, however, frill retained the title of fupreme 

head of the church of England ; and it was generally 

pretended, that the intention of the court was only to 

reftore religion to the fame condition in which it had 
been left by Henry; but that the other abufcs of popery, 
which were the mofr grievous to the nation, would never 
be revived. 

THE firfr bill, palfed by the parliament, was of a 

popular nature, and abolifhed every fpecies of treafon, 

110t contained in the fl:atute of Edward IlL and every 

fpccies of felony, that did not fubfift before the firfr of 

Henry VIII "· The parliament next declared the queen 

to be legitimate, ratified the marriage of Henry with Ca
therine of Arragon, and annulled the divorce pronounced 

by Cranmer 0 , whom they gre:1tly blamed on that account. 

No mention, however, is made of the pope's authority, as 

any ground of the marriage. -All the fl:atutes of king 
Edward, with regard to religion, were repealed by one 

vote P. The attainder of the duke of Norfolk was re-

I Fox, vol. iii. p. rg. m Burnet, vol. ii. p. 25t. n Mari:e, 

fe{f i. c, 1. By this repeal, though it was in general popular, the claufe of 

5 & 6 Edw. VI. c. u. was loft, which required the confronting of two wic

ne!fes, in order to prove an? treafon, 0 Marire, fdf. 2.. c, J• P I Ma

Ti~, fe{f, z, c. J~ 
verfed 1 
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c H A P. verfed ; and this aB: of j ufl:ice was more reafonable than 
XXXVI, 
~ the declaring of that attainder invalid, without farther 

1553· authori~y. lVIany claufes of the riot act, paffed in the 
late reign, were revived: A fl:ep which eluded, :in a grea~ 
me.afure, the popular :fiatute enacted at the firfi: mectin6 
of the parliament. 

N OTWITHST ANDIKG the compliance of the two houfes 
with the queen's inclinations, they had fl:ill a refcrv.e in 
certain articles; and her ~hoice of a huiband was, in 
particular, of fuch importance to national interefl:, that 
they were determined not to fubmit tameJy, in that re
fpeB:, to her wi11 and pleafure. There were three mar
riages q' concerning which it was fuppofed that Mary 
had deliberated after her acceffion. The fuft perfon pro
pofed to her, was Courtney, earl of Devon!hire, who, 
being an Engliili.man, nearly allied to the crown, could 
not fail of being acceptable to the nation ; .and as he wa,s 

of an engaging pcrfon and addrefs, he had vifibly gained 
on the queen's affcc'l:ions r, and hints were dropped him 
of her favourable difpofitions towards him s. But that 
nobleman neglected thefe overtures; and feemed rather to 
attach himfelf to the lady Elizabeth, whofe youth and 
agreeable convcrfation he preferred to all the power and 
grandeur of her filler. This choice occafioned a great 

coldncfs in Mary towards Devonihire ; and made her 
break out in a declared animoiity againfl Elizabeth. The 
ancient quarrel "between their mothers had funk deep into 
the malignant heart of tl1e queen ; and after the declara
tion made by parliament in favour of Catherine's mar .. 
riage, ihe ;wanted not a pretence for reprefenting the 
birth of her t'ifl:er as illegitimate. The attachment of 
Elizabeth to the reformed religion offended Mary's bi-
gotry ; and as the young princeis had made fome diffi ... 

'l Th.uan. lib. ii. c. 3• 
J6J,zq, zxs, vol.iii. p. z7. 

r Depeches de Noailles, vol. ii, P• 1471 

£ Godwin, p. 339• 

culty 
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cu!ty in difguifing her fentiments, violent menaces had C H A P. 
'b l d b . h 1' XXXVI. een emp oye to nng er to comp Iancet. But when~ 

the queen found, that Elizabeth had obfrructed her views t55l• 

in a point, which, perhaps, touched her fiill more ne:.tr-

ly, her refentment, excited by pride, no longer knew any 

bounds ; and the princefs was vifibly expofed to the great-

eft danget u. 

CARDINAL PoLE, who had never taken priefr's orders,. 

was another p:1rty propofed to the queen ; and there 

appeared many reafons to induce her to make choice of 

this prelate. The high character of Pole for virtue and 

humanity; the great regard paid him by the catholic 

church, of which he had nearly reached the highefr dig

nity on the death of Paul Ill w. the queen's affection 

for the countefs of Salilbury, his mother, who had once 

been her governefs ; the violent animofity to which he 

had been expofed on account of his attachment to the 

·Romiih communion ; 2.1l thefe confiderations h:1d a 

powerful influence on Mary. But the cardinal was now 

in the decline of life; and having contr2.cl:ed habits of 

frudy and retirement, he was reprefented to her as unqua

lified for the bufrle of a court, and the hurry of bufi

nefs x, The queen, therefore, droppeJ all thoughts of 

that alliance: But as fhe entertained a great regard for 

Pole's wifdom and virtu'e, £he frill propo!ed to reap the 

benefit of his counfel in the adminifrration of her govern

ment. She fecretly entered into a negociation with 

Commendone, an agent of cardinal Dandino,. legate at 

Bruffels ; {he fent affuranccs to the pope, then J ulius 

III. of her earncft dcfire to reconcile herfelf and her 

kingdoms to the holy fee; and ihc dcfired that Pole 

might be appointeJ legate for th.:? performance or that pi-

ous offi:c Y. 

1.1 fTP: !in, P 31, 11umAt> Vri. ii, 
x Ii·ylin, ?· 31' Y Buruet, 

t D p. de Noailfe.;, vol. ii p1(li,m.' .. 
p. 25)· 1 w f4;!:~r l'aul, l,oo • .:w. 

tol. ii. r· 2 .1~· 
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CHAP. 
XXXVI. 
~ 

'553· 

THESE two marriages being rejected, the queen cafl: 
her eye towards the emperor's family, from which her 
mother was defcended, and which, during her own dif
treifes, had always afforded her countenance and protec
tion. Charles V. who a few years before was aln:oR: 
abfolute maftcr of Germany, had exercifed his power in 
fuch an arbitrary manner, that he gave extreme difgu:fi: 
to the nation, who apprehended the total extinction . of 
their liberties from the encroachments of that monarch z. 

Religion had ferved him as a pretence for his ufurpa
tions.; and from the fame principle he met with th:tt op
pofition, which overthrew his grandeur, and dathed all 
his ambitious hopes. IV1aurice, elector of Saxony, en
raged that the landgrave of Heffe, who, by his advice, 
and on his aifurances, had put himfelf into the emperor's 
hands, lhould be unj ufily detained a prifoner, formed a 
fccret confpiracy among the protefrant princes; and co
vering his intentions with the mo:fi: artful difguifes, he 
fuddenly marched his forces againll Charles, and nar
rowly mi!fed becoming mafrer of his pcrfon. The pro
tefrants flew to arms in every quarter; and their infur
reCl:ion, aided by an invafion from France, reduced the 
emperor to fueh difficulties, that he was obliged to fub
mit to terms of peace, which enfured the independency 
of Germany. To retrieve his honour, he made an at
tack on France; and laying fiege to Metz, with an army 
of a hundred thoufand men, he conducred the enterprize 
in perfon, and feemed determined, at all hazards, to 
fucceed in an undertaking which had fixed the attention 
of all Europe. But the duke of Guife, who defended 
l\.1etz, with a garrifon compofed of the brave:fi: nobility 
of France, exerted fuch vigilance, conduCt,. and valour, 
that the fiege was protracted to the depth of winter ; 
and the emperor found it dangerous to perfevere any 

z Thuanus, lib. iv, c. 17. 

longer. 
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longer. He retired v.rith t11e remains of 11is armv into C H 1\ 'P-

h L C t · l d . n . d . h "' XXXVI. t e ow oun nes, muc \ eJecLe Wit1 that reverfe of~ 

for ·une, which, in his declining ye2.rs) had fo fatally 'H • 

O\'Crtake.r1 him. 
No fooner did Char1es hear of tl1e death of Edward., 

anu the acceffion of his kinfwoman Mary to the CfO\'.'ll 

()f England, than he formed the fcheme of acquiriu1; 

that kingdom to his family; and he hoped, by this i .ci
dent, to balance all the loffes which he had fuitained in 

Germany. His fon Philip was a wiJower; .and tLough 

he was only twenty·-fevefl years of age, eleven y "'a.r 

younger than the queen, this objection, it was though .. 

would be overlooked, and th re was no reafon to dc.l):lf~ 

of her having fl.ill a numerous itiue. 1~he emperor, 

therefore, immediately fcnt o~'er an agent to fignify his 

intentions to Mary, who, p1cafed with the fufport of[() 

powerful an alLance, and glad to unite herfdf rno{c 

clofely with her mother's family, to which ilie was ever 

fuont;1y attached, readily embraced the prop.ofal. Nor

folk, Arundel, and Paget, gave their advice for the 
match: And Gardiner, who was become prime minifl:er, 

and who had been promoted to the office of chancellor, 

finding how Mary's inclinations lay, feconded the pro

ject of the Spani{h alliance. At the fame time, he rc

prefented, . both to her .and the emperor, the neceffity of 

flopping all farther innovations in religion, till the com

pletion of the marriage. He · obferved, that the parlia

ment, amidfl: all their compliances, had dilcovered evident 

fymptoms of jealoufy, and feemcd at prcfent determined 

to grant no farther conceffions in favour of the catho!. 

lie religion: That though they might make a facrifice to 

their fovereign of fome·fpeculative principles,. which they 

did not well comprehend, or of fome rites, which feemed 

not of any great moment, they had imbibed fuch firong 

prejudices againft the pretc11ded ufurpations and exaCtions 

3 
of 
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cx~x~ i,· of the court of Rome, that they would with great diffi ... 
'--..-..1 cuity be again brought to fubmit to its authority: That 

1
553· the dancrer of refuminr-. the abbey lands would alarm the 

b 0 

nobility and gentry, and induce them to encourage the 
prepoffeffions, which were but too general among the 
people, againil: the doctrine and wodhi p of the catholfc 
church : That much pains had been taken to prejudice 
the nation againfr the Spanifh alliance; and if that point 
were urged, at the fame time with farther changes in re
ligion, it would hazard a general revolt and infurreB:ion: 
That the marriage, being once completed, would give · 
authority to the queen's meafures; and enable her after
wards to forward that pious work, in which fhe was en
gaged : And that it was even neccffary previou!ly to 
reconcile the people to the marriage, by rendering the 
conditions extremely favourable to the Englifh, and fuch 
~s would ieem to enfure to them their independency, and 
the entire poffeffion of their ancient laws and privileges 7 • 

THE emperor, well acquainted with the prudence and 
expG·ience of Gardiner, affented to all thefe reafons; and 
,he endeavoured to temper the zeal of l\1ary, by reprefent
ing the ncceility of proceeding gradually in the great 
work of converting the nation. Hc:!ring that cardinal 
Pole, more fincere in his religious opinions, and lefs 
guided by the maxims of human policy, after having fent 
oppofitc advice to the queen, had fet out on his journey 
to England, where he was to exercifc his legantine com
miffion; he thought proper to frop him at Dillinghen, a 
town on the Danube; and he afterwards obtained Mary's 
confent for this detention. The negociation for the mar
riage mean-while proceeded apace; and Mary's inten
tions of efpoufing Philip became generally known to the 
nation. The commons, who hoped that they had gained 
the queen by the conceffions which they had already 

z Burn~t, vol, ii, p. ~Gz, 
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made, were alarm d to 1 :-rr, that fhe w:1s r "f. lvcd t c H A P. 
n r · }1' d X 'XVI, contrau.L a toreign a .1ance ; an they fent a c r"mi tee to ..___-v---J 

remonfrrate in ilr01 g terms, againfr that clang rous mea- TSSJ· 

fi T f• h 1. . 6th Dec. 
ure. o prevent art er app !Cations cf the [;me kind, 

fhe thought proper to difiolve the parliament. 

A CONVOCATION had been fummoncd at the fame 

time with the parliament; and the majority here alfo ap

peared to be of th court rclie-ion. An ofFer W8.S very 

frankly made by the RomauiHs, to di[! ute concerning 

the points controverted bttween the t\Yo communions ; 

and as trai fub:fbntiation w2s the article, \vhich, of all 

others, they deemed the clearcfr, and founded on the 

mofi: irrefifi:ible arguments, they chofe to try tl eir flrcngth 

by defending it. The proteil:ants pufucd t.1e difpute as 

far as the clamour ~nd noiie of their antagonifrs would 

permit; and they fondly imagined, that they had ob

tained fome ad rantagc, when, in the cour{e of the de

bate, they obliged the c;tho1ics to avo\v, th::t, ~ccon.litw 
to their dod:rinc, Chrifi: had, in his b!t fuppcr, hcid 

himfclf in his h~m'I, ~nd had fv.r<~llov:ed and ·at himfclfa. 

This triumph, however, vvas confined only to their own 

party: The R omani:fl:s maintained, that tlHir cha!npions 

had clearly the better of the day; that their advcrfa~i~s 

were blind and obfi:inate heretics ; that 11 >Li;Jg but th~ 

moll: extreme dcpr<,vity of heart ~ou!d induce mcll to con

teft fuch [elf-evident principles; and that the foe:- ic 
punifhrr.ents were due to th-..ir p::rverfc w'ckednefs. So 

pJeaft::d were they Pith thc:ir fuperiority in this favou1ite 

point, that they foon after ren wed the diiimte at Ox
ford; and to fuow, th~t they feared no force of lea:·1 ing 

or abilities, where reafon was fo eviden iy en their fde, 

they fent th'thcr Crcmmcr, Latimer, and '"id.ey, l'!~der 

a guard, to try whtthcr thefe renO\vncd c ntroveffialiflcs 

could find any .2ppcarance of argument to d_fuJd 1 ~ir 

a Collier, \ ' , ;;, p. 356. For, vol. iii. f• :~. 

VoL. IV. C c ~med 
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c H A P. baffied principles b. The iff'ue of the debate was very 
~ different from what it appeared to be a few years before, 

- 1.553• in a famous conference, held at the fame place, during 

the reign of Edward. 

1554, AFTER the parliament and convocation were difmifred, 
the new laws with regard to religion, though they had 
been anticipated, in mo:fl: places, by the zeal of the Ca
tholics, countenanced by government, were frill more 
openly put in execution : The mafs was every where re
e!l:ablifhed ; and marriage was declared to be incompatible 

with any fpiritual office. It has been afferted by fome 
writers, that three fourths of the clergy were, at this 
time, deprived of their livings; though other hifl:orians, 
more accurate c, have e!l:imated the number of fufferers 
to be far :lhort of this proportion. A vifitation was ap

pointed, in order to refiore more perfetl:ly the mafs and 

the ancient rites. Among other articles, the commiffion
ers were enjoined to forbid the oath of fupremacy to be 
taken by the clergy on their receiving any beneficed, It 

is to be obferved, that this oath had been dhblifhed by 
the laws of Henry VIII. which were frill in force. 

~ee!1's THIS violent and fudden change of religion infpired 
marnage h 11 • h d · r. d fr. .n. d 
with Philip. t e proteuants Wit great 11content; an even arrec1.e 

indifferent fpeCl:ators with concern, by the hardfhips, to 
which fo many inaividuals were on that account expofed. 

But the Spani{h match was a point of more general con
cern, and diffufcd univerfal apprehenfions for the liberty 
.md imlcpcndance of the nation. To obviate all clamour, 
the articles of marriage were drawn as favourable as p·of
iible for the interefi and fecurity, and even grandeur of 
England. It was agreed, that, though Philip fhould 
have the title of king, the adminifiration :lhould be en-

o M em. Cranm. p. 3 54• Heylin, , 50. 
d Collier, vol, ii, p. ~6·1• Fu:t) vol, iii. p, 3~• 

!.!an, Jih. ::! 5• 
.. :) 

c Harmer, p. 138. 
I-Ieylin) p, 35• Slei· 

tircJy 
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tirely in the queen; that no foreigner iliould be capable c H A P. 

f · · ffi · h k. d XXXVI. o enJopng any o ce m t e mg om ; that no innova- '-..--J 

tion fhould be made in the Englilh laws, cuftoms, and ISS+• 

privileges; that Philip iliould not carry the queen abroad 

without her confent, nor any of her children without the 
confent of the nobility ; that fixty thoufand pounds a year 
iliould be fettled as her jointure; that the male iffue Qf 

this marriage lhould inherit, together with England:, 

both Burgundy and the Low Countries; and that, if 
Don Carlos, Philip's fon by his former marriage~ fhould 
~ie and his line be extinct, the qucen's iffue, whether. 

male or female, lhould inherit Spain, Sicily, Milan, 
and all the other dominions of Philip e. Such was the 

treaty of marriage figned by count Egmont, and three 1 sth Jan. 
other ambaffadors ftnt over to England by the emperor r. 

THESE articles, when publifhed, gave no fatisfat!ion 

to the nation: It was univerfally faid, that the emperor, 

in order to get poffeffion of England, would verbally 
agree to any terms; and the greater advantage there ap
peared in the conditions which he granted, the more cer
tainly might it be concluded, that he had no ferious 

intention of obferving them: That the ufual fraud <J.nd 

ambition of that monarch might affure the nation of fuch 

a condutl:; and his fon Philip, while he inherited thefe 

vices from his father, added to them tyranny, fullcnncfs, 
pride, and barbarity, more dangerous vices of his own : 

That England would become a province~ and a province 

to a kingdom which ufually exercifcd the moft violent 
authority over all her dependant dominions: That th~ 

Netherlands, Milan, Sicily, Naples groaned under the 

burthcn of Spanifh tyranny; and throughout all the new 

conquefrs in America there had been difplayed fcenes of 

unrelenting cruelty, hitherto unknown in the hifrcry of 
mankind : That the inquifition was a tribunal invented 

c Rymer, xv. p. 377• f Depech~s de Moailles, vol. ii. P• =9'1• 

cc 2 by 
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c r~t" .. /· by.tl ;1t tyrannical n2.tion; and wo lld infallibly, with all" 
X .~ 1

• l . l 1 d . 1.· • h . d d . E 
~.-.J t 1e1r o. 1er aw an· mil!tut;ons, c mtro ucc mto ~ ng-

:J;.S..,S4· h:nd : And that the di.....-idcd fcntimcntv of the people with 

reg<!rd to religion w0uld fubje8: mu"titudcs to this iniqui

tous triLuna1, and would reduce the whole nation to the 

nofr ;::.bjcCl fcrvitudc ~:. 

THESE complair.ts, beinp- difft~fed c-..:ery ~here, pre

p;..rcd the people for a rebellion ; and had any foreign 

power given tt.cm encouragement, or any great man ap

p:?arcd to he:td them, the confeq~cnccs might have proved 

fJ.tal to the queen's authority. Bt:t the king of France,, 

though engazccl in hofl:ili i s with the emperor, rcfufed 

to co:..cur in any propof:1l for an infurrection, left he 

Lm.tld afford Mary a pretence for decbrir.g \Var againfi: 

him h. And the more prudent part of the nobility 

thought, that, as the evils of the Spanifh alliance were 

only dreaded at a difrance, nntt~rs were not yet fully 

prepared for a general revolt. Some pcrfons, l owevcr, 

more turbulent than the refr, believed, that it would be 

fa fer to prevent than to rcc~ refs griei·anccs ; and they 

Wiat'oin. 
fu:1e£l.ion, 

formed a confpiracy to r:fc in arms, a 1d decbre againfr 

the quccn's marriage \Vith Philip. Sir Thom::s vlizt 
propci~d to r:!ifc Kent, Sir Peter C,:rew, Devonfnirc; 

and they engaged the duke of Sufrolk, by the hop ·s of 

recovering the crown fer the lady lme, to attempt raif

ir:n· th'= midi .1.d aunties i. ...::1rc v's 'mpaticnce or ap

p! .. hcnfi.oi'S engaged him to b. a!: t 1e c.oncet, and to 

1·ife in ::ua1s befor the day appointee : He was foon fu )

pr-.f~ed by the cad oi Bedford, anJ c n:1-rained to fly into 

F1r.n"f'. On this ii~telliger c , SuR-cL:, dr"'"ding an ar

T it, fudd nly left the town, y;th his brothers, l rd 

' 'homas, and lmd -- onard Gray; an endeavourl'd to 

raife the people in he cou:1ties of \V anvic and LeiccHer; 

g Hey!in, p. ;:!.. Bun:ct, \·ol. ii. P• z68. Gociwin, p. 339• 

h Depechesde Nl'~:ies, ',;J], ii. r· 249· \C.l, lii. l'· XJ, sS. 
i Hc)lin, l'• 33• Gudwi:>, p. 340, , 

whcr~ 
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wnere his intcrcfi: lay : But he W:lS' fo c]ofcly purfuecl by c H lA P. 

1 f H · KXXVl. 
the car o untmgdon, at the head of 300 horfe, thflt ~ 

he was obliged to difperfc his retainers, and being clifco- 15~4· 

vered in his concealment, he was carried prifoner to Lon-

cclon k. Wiat was at firft more fucccfsful in his attempt; 

and having publiihed a declaration at 1\1aidfrone in Kent, 

againfi: the queen's evil counfcllors and againfi the Spa-

nifh match, without any mention of religion, the people 

,egan to flock to his :fbndard. The duke <\)f TorfoJI' 

with Sir Henry Jernegan was fent againfi: him, at die 

l1ead of the guards and fome other troops, reinfor~ed with 

500 Londoners commanded by Bret : And he came 

·within fi6 ht of the rebels at Rochefi:er, \vhcrc they haCl 
fixed their head-quarters. Sir Gecrgc Harper here t1rc

tendcd to defert from them; but havi~1g fecrctly gained 

Bret, thefe two pcrfons fo wrought on tqe Londo!1~r~, 

that that whole body dcfcrted to Wiat, and declared that 

they v.:ould not contribute to enflave their nativ~ coutr

try. Norfolk, dreading the contagion of this example, 

.immediately retreated v · th. his troops., and t~ok D1elter in 

London 1• ' 

AFTER this proof of the difpofitions of the people, 

"efp~cially of the LonJoiYT ,, who were mof~Iy rroteihnts, 

\Viat -vvas encouraged t,) proceed : He 1ed 1 is forces to 

Southwrr ·k, where h:;: required of the queen, that fhe 
ihould put the 1'ower into his b:mds, ib.D:.d-d d.., iv r four 

-counfdlors as hofrages, and in ord r to " fure the I "bcrty 
of the lk1.tion, :fhould imnre:diatel y marry an EngEflnnan. 

Findin-,. that the briJcre was fccured af!ain:!l him, and th:1.t 
b • D U 

the city was overawed, he marched up to Yingfion, wh\':.C 
he pafied the river with 4000 men; a11d returning to ... 

. .vards London, hope l to ncourage his partizans, ~.-,ho 

had engaged to declare for him. He had imprudc t1y 

k Fox, vol. iii. p. p. 
tcwe~ p Ul9• Baker, p. 3 1 

1 Heylin, p 13• GL>dwin~ p. 3-it. 
Holliog:he.', p. 1094· 
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cx'i:vi.· wafted fo much time at Southwark, and in his marcl-1 
~ from Kingfion, that the critical fcafon, on which all 

J554, popular commotions depend, was entirely loft: Though 
he entered Weftminfrer without refiftance, his followers, 
finding that no perfon of note joined him, infenfibly fell 
off, and he was at laft feized near Temple-Bar by Sir 

6th Feb. Maurice Berkeley m. Four hundred pcrfons are faid to 
have fuffer~d for this rebellion n: Four hundred more 
were conduCl:ed before the queen with ropes about their 
pecks; and falling on their knees, received a pardon, 

Jn!"urrellion and were difmiJied. Wiat was condemned and executed : 
{upprelfcd. A . h d b d h h. . . h s 1t a een rcporte , t. at, on IS cxammatwn, .e 

had accufed the lady Elizabeth and the e~rl of Devonr 
fhire as accomplices, he took care on the fcaffold, befcre 
the whole people, fully to acquit them of having any £har? 
in his rebellion. 

THE lady Eli~abeth had been, during fome time, 
treated with great harfunefs by her fifier ; and many ftu-:
died infr::mces of difcouragement and difrefpeCl: had been 
praetifed againft her. She was ordered to take place at 
court after the countefs of Lenox and the dutchefs of Suf
folk, as if :£he were not legitimate 0 

: Her friends were 
difcountenanced on every occafion : And while her vir-:
tues, which were now become eminent, drew to her the 
attendance of all the young nobility, and rendered her 
the favourite of the nation P, the malevolence of the 
queen frill difcovered itfelf every day by freih fymptoms, 
and obliged the princefs to retire into the country. Mary 
feized the opportunity of this rebellion; and hoping to 
involve her fifter in fome appearance of guilt, fent for her 
under a firong guard, committed her to the Tower, and 
qrd~~ed l)er to be firiCl:ly e~~mined by the council. But 

m Fox, vol. iii. p. H• ffrylift, p. 34• Burnet, vol, ii, P• "70. ~tow,., 
p. h1· n Depeches de Noailles, vol. iii. p. u 1. 

o Ibid. y~l, ii. p. ~73, ~~3. P lbid, r· ~73• 
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the public declaration made by Wiat rendered it imprac- c H A P. 

. bl 1 . n h f lr. .d . XXXVI. ttca e to emp oy agamn er any ate ev1 ence, whiCh~ 

might have offered; and the princefs made fo good a de- IS54· 

fence, that the queen found herfelf under a neceffity of 

releafing her q. In order to fend her out of the kingdom, 

a marriage was offered her with the duke of Savoy; and 

when fhe declined the propofal, fhe was committed ta 

cufi I; under a fhong guard, at \Vodefl:oke r. The 

.ear! o'i Devonlhire, though equal.Iy innoceJft, was con-

fined in Fotheringay cafile . 

. Bur this rebellion proved frill more fa.tal to the la ly 

Jane Gray, as well as to her hufband: The duke of Suf
folk's guilt was imputed to her; and though the r bels 

and malcontents feemed chiefly to refl: their hopes on the 

lady Elizabeth and the earl of Devonfhire, the queen, 

incapable of generofity 0r clemei cy, determined to re

move every perfon, from whom the leafl: danger could be 

apprehended. Warning was given the lady Jane to pre

pare for dea.th ; a doom which !he bad lop.g .expetl:ed, 

and which the innocence of her life, as well as the mrt~ 

_fortunes, to which ilie had been ex.pofed, rendered nowife 

unwelcome to her. The q.ueen's zeal, under colour of 

tender mercy to the priJoner~s foul, induced her to fend 

divines, who haraffed her with perpetual difputation ; and 

even a reprieve for three days was granted her, in hopes 

that ilie would be perfu:1ded, during that time, to pay, 
by a timely convcrfion, fome regard to her eternal welfare. 

The lady Jane had prefence of mind, in thofe melancholy 

.circumfiances, not only to defend her religion by all the 

topics then in ufe, but alfo to write a letter to her fifier s 

in the Greek language; in which, befides fending her a 

cppy of the Scri_ptures in that tongue, 1he exhorted her to 

q Cod in, p. 343• Burnet, vol. ii. p. z-3· Fox, vol. iii. p 99• Io~. 
Strype's Mem, vol. iii. P· s5. r Depeches de Noailles, vol. iii. 

p. 2.:1.6, s Fox, vol. iii. p. 35; Hcylin, P· 166, 

C c 4 maintain., 
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c HxxA P. maintain, in e;ery fortune, a like fl:eady perfeverance~ X VI. 
'--v---J On the day of her execution, her hulband, lord Guilford, 

1 
554· defired permiHion to fee her,· but 1l1e refufed her confcnt, uth Feb. 

a::d informed him by a meffngc, that the tendernefs of 
their parting would overcome the fortitude of both, and 
would too much unbend their minds from that confrancy, 
which their approaching end required of them: Their 
f.:paration, 1hc faid, would be only for a moment; and 
they would foon rejoin each other 111 a fcenc, where their 
affcCl:ions would be for ever united, and where death, 

difappointn' nt, and misfortunes could no longer have 

acccfs to them, .or diil:urb their eternal felicity r. 
IT had beet intended to execute the lady J ane and lord 

Guilfonl together on the fame fcaffold at Tower-hill; 
but the coui1ciJ, dreading the CC;'!1paffion of the people 
for their ym!th, beauty, innocence, and noble birth, 
dnnged their order~, and g<!ve directions th2.t ihe 1hould 

Expcution be beheaded within the verge of the Tov,rer. She faw 
of la3y Jme h h {b d 1 d . 11 . . , . f Gray. · er u an c to cxccutwn; anc avmg given n1m rom 
· the v:indow fome toh.n of her remembrance, :lhe waited 

wie1 tranqt illity till her own appointed hour 1hou1d bring 
her to a lik" fate. She even favv- his headlefs body car
ried back in a cart; and found hcrfclf more confirmed by 

the reports, which fhe heard of t:1e con:fbncy of his end, 

than fhakcn by fo tenaer and melaGcholy a fpecbcle. 
Sir John G· ge, conftable of the Tovvcr, \Vhen he led her 
to e. ecut10n, dcfired he; to beftow on him fomc finall 

rn. fcnt, which he might keep as a perpetuJ.l memorial of 
hu: She g<n·c him her tal le-book, o~ which {he had 
j ,dt v .. -rit th:ee fc1 tcnc:::s on fecing her hufbancl's dead 
body; one in Greek, another in Latin, a third in Eng-
i!h ''. The purport of t11em was, that human juf 'ce 

W:!.s agaiafl:: his body, but divine mercy would be fa
\ ouraLie to his foul ; t: .. <'-t, .if Ler Lult deierved puniih-

t.• Eey1in, p. 167. 

ment, 
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ment, her youth at leafr, and her imprudence were wor- c H A P. 

thy of excufe; and that God and pofierity, {he trufied, ~ 
would fhow her favour. On the fcaffold, fhe made a 1554• 

fpeech to the by-fl:anders ; in which the mildnefs of her 

clifpofition led her to take the blame wholly on herfelf, 

without uttering one complaint againfi the feverity, witli 

which fhe had been treated. She faid, th~t her offence 

was not the having iaid her hand upon the crown, but 

the not rejecting it with fufficient confrancy: That fhe 

had lefs erred through ambition than through reverence 

to her parents, whom fhe had been taught to rcfpeB: and 

obey: That ilie willingly received death, as the on1y fa

tisf~ttlion, vvhich ilie could now make to the injured ftatc; 

and though lier infringement of the laws had been con-

firained, fhe would fhow, by her voluntary fubmiffion to 

their fentcnce, that fhe was defirous to uttonc for th:1t 

difobedience, into which too much filial piety had betray-

ed her: That !he had jufrly deferved this punifhment for 

being made the infirumcnt, though the unwilling infrru-

·ment, of the ambition of others: And that the fi:ory of. 

her life, {he hoped, might at Iea:fl: be ufeful, by proving that 

innocence excufes not great mifdeeds, if they tend any wife 

to the defiruB:wn of the commonvvealth. After uttering 

thefe word'S, fhe caufed herfelf to be difrohed by her wo-

men; and with a freddy ferene countenance fubmitted 

herfelf to the executioner w. 

THE duke of Suffolk was tried, condemned, and ex

ecuted foon after; and would have met with more com

paffion, had not his temerity been the caufe of his daugh

ter's untimely end. Lord 'Thomas Gray lofl: his life for 

the fame crime. · Sir Nicholas Throgmorton was tried in 

Guildhall ; but there appearing no fatisfaB:ory evidence 

ao-ainfr him he was able by makino- an admirable de-
o ' ' 0 

fence, to obtain a verdiCl: of the jury in his f~\·our. 

w Heylin, P• 167. Fox:1 vol, iii, P• 36, 37• Holliogflle<.l, p. J099· 
-"The 
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C:x~x'\i.• The queen was fo enraged at this difappointmcnt, that, 
~ infiead of releafing him as the law required, fhe re-com ... 

H54• mittcd him to the Tower, and kept him in clofe confine
}tlent during fome time. But her refentment fioppcd not 
here: The jury, being fummoned before the council, 
were all of them fent to prifon, and afterwards fined, 
fome of them a thoufand pounds, others two thoufand a
piece x. This violence proved fatal to feveral ; among 
others to Sir ] ohn Throgmorton, brother to Sir Nicho
las, who was condemned on no better evidence than had 
formerly been rejected. The queen filled the Tower and 
all the prifons with nobility and gentry, whom their 
interefr with the people, rather than any appearance of 
guilt, had made the objeB:s of her fufpicion. And find:
.ing, that lhe was univerfally hated, fhe detf!mined to 
difable the people from refifiance, by ordering gen~ral 
mufi:ers, and directil)g the commiffioners to feize their 
arms, and lay them up in forts and cafl:les r. 

THoUGH the government laboured under fo general an 
odium, the queen's authority had received fuch an en
creafe from the fuppreffion of Wiat's rebellion, that the 
minifuy hoped to find a compliant difpofition in the new 
parliament, which was fummoned to affemble. The 

A parlia. emperor 2.lfo, in order to facilitate the fame end, had 
~~

1

~pri!. borrowed no lefs a fum than 400,000 crowns, which he 
had Cent over to England, to be diftributed in bribes and 
penfions among the members: A pernicious praCtice, of 
which there had not hitherto been any infiance in Eng
land. And not to give the public any alarm with regard 
to the church lands, the queen, notwithfi:anding her bi
gotry, refumed her title as fupreme head of the church, 
which fhe had dropped three months before. Gardiner, 

x Fox, vol. iii, p 9,. Stowe, p. 6z4. Baker, p. :;zo. Bollir.~lhec, 
p. 11o4, Inr. Strype, vol. iii. P• no, Dep. de Noailles, vol. iii. p. J73• 

1 Dep. de Noailles, vol. iH. p. ,98. 

the 
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·the chancellor, opened the feffion by a fpeech ; in which c H A P. 

he afferted the queen's hereditary title to the crown;~ 
maintained her right of chufing a huiband for herfelf; 1554· 

obferved how proper an ufe :lhe had made of that right, 

by giving the preference to an old ally, clefcended from 
the houfe of Burgundy; and remarked the failure of 

Henry VIII's pofierity, of whom there now remained 

none but the queen and the lady Elizabeth. He added, 

that, in order to obviate the inconvcniencics, which 
might arifc from different pretenders, it was neceffary to 
invefr the queen, by law, with a power of difpofing of 
the crown, and of appointing her fucccffor: A power, 
he faid, which was not to be thought unprecedented in 

England, fince it had formerly been conferred on Henry 

VIII z. I 

THE parliament was much difpofed to gratify the 
queen in all her defires; but when the liberty, indepen

dency, and very being of the nation were in fuch vifible 

danger, they could not by any means be brought to com
pliance. They knew both the inveterate hatred, which 
ihc bore to the lady Elizabeth, and her devoted attach-
ment to the houfe of Aufrria: - They were acquainted 

with her extreme bigotry, which would lead her to pofr
pone all confiderations of jufrice or national interefi: to the 
cfiabli£hme11t of the catholic religion : They remarked, 
that Gardiner had carefully avoided, in his fpeech, the 

giving to Elizabeth the appellation of the queen's fifi:er; 

and they thence concluded, that a defign was formed of 
excluding her as illegitimate: They expected, that Mary, 
if invefi:ed with fuch a p.ower as lhe required, would make 
a will in her hu!band's favour, and thereby render Eng
land for ever a province to the Spanifh monarchy: And 
they were the more alarmed with thefe projetl:s, when 

t~ey heard, that Philip's defcent from the houfe of Lan-

?- Depeches de Noailles~ 
cafrer 
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c H A P. cafi:er was carefully infifi:ed on, and that he was publicly 
XXXVI. r. d h d 1 h . b . h f . h ~ repre1entc as t e true an on y e1r y ng t o m e-

JSH· ritance. 

THE parliament, therefore, aware of their danger, were 
determined to keep at a difiance from the precipice, which 
lay before them. They could not avoid ratifying the ar
ticles of marriage a, which were drawn very favourable 
for England; but they declined the paffing of any fuch law 
as the chancellor pointed out to them: They would not fo 
much us declare it treafon to imagine or attempt the death 
of the quccn's hufband, .while fhe was alive; and a bil} 
introduced for that purpofe, was laid a fide after .the firfi: 
reading. 1'he more effeCl:ually to cut off Philip's hopes 
of poffcffing any authority in England, they paffcd a law, 
in which they declared, " that her majefry as their only 
" queen, fhould folcly and as a fole queen, enjoy the 
'' crown and fovereignty of her realms, with all the pre
~' emincncies, dignities, and rights thereto belonging, in 
" as large and ample a manner after her marriage as be
" fore, without any title or claim accruing to the prince 
" of Spain, either as tenant by courtefy of the realm, 
" or by any other means b." 

A LAw paffed in this parliament for re-erecting the 
bifuopric of Durham, which had been diffol ved by the 
1afl: parliament of Edward c. The queen had already, by 
~m exertion of her power, put Tonfral in poffeffion of that 
fee: But though it was ufual at that time for the crown 
to affume authority which might fecm entirely legiflatiye, 
.it was always deemed more fafe and fatisfacrory to pro
cure the. fanCl:ion of parliament. Bills were introduced 
for fnpprefling heterodox opinions contained in books, 
and for reviving the law of the fix articles, together with 
thofe againfr the Lollards, and againfl: herefy and erro
neous ·preaching: But none of thefe laws could pafs the 

a 1 Mar. Parl, 2., cap, z., b Ibid, cap, 1, c Ibid. cap. 3· 

two 
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two l oufi s. A proof,. that the parliament h:1d re[erves c n A P .. 

even in their conceffions vvith regard to religion; about ~· 
which they feem to have been lefs fcrupulous. The xs "4• 

queen, t 1erefor~, finding that they would not ferve all her 

purpofes, fi.nifued the feffion by diffolving them. 5th May. 

MAR Y's thoughts were now entirely employed about 

receiving Don Philip, whofe arrival ilie hourly.expetl:ed. 

This princefs, who had lived fo many years in a very re

ferved and private manner, withotft any profp~a or hopes 
of a hufband, was fo fmit with afFection for her young 
confort, whom £he had never fcen, that fhe waited with 
the utmofi: impatience for the completion of the marriage; 

<tnd every obfrade was to her a fource of anxiety and dif
content u. She complained of Philip's delays as afFected; 

and ihe could not conceal her vexation, that, though fhe 

brought him a kingdom as her dowry, he treated her with 
fuch neg.ecr, that he had never yet favoured her with afingle 
letter c. Her fondncfs was but the more cncreafed by this 
fupercilious treatment; and when ilie found that her fub

jcCl:s had entert:1.in&l the greateft avcrfion for the event, 

to which lhe dircC'-t.ed her fondefr witbes, the made the 
whole Eng1i£h nation the object of her refentment. A 
fquadron, under the command of lord Effingharn, had 
been fitted out to convoy Philip from Spain, where he 
then rcfided ; but the admiral informing her, that the dif
contents ran very high_ among the feamen, and that it 

was not fafe for Philip to entrufr himfelf into their hands, 
ilie gave orders to difmifs them r. She then dreaded, lefr 
the French fleet, being mafi:ers of the fea, might inter

cept her huiband ; and every rumour of danger, every 
blafi: of wind, threw her into panics and convulfions. Her 

health, and e\'Cn her underfranding, were vifibly hurt by 

d Str;;pe, v.ol. iii. p. 12.5. c Depeches de Noailles, vol. iii, 

p. 24'3, i lbid, P• ;..zo, 

this 
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c H A P, this extreme impatience; and lhe was frruck with a new 
_:x~vi., apprehenfion, left her perfon, impaired by time, and blafied 

JSS4• by ficknefs, :lhould prove difagreeable to her future con
fort. Her glafs difcovered to her how hagard lhe was 
become, and when lhe remarked the decay of her beauty 
fhe knew not whether fhe ought more to defire or appre
hend the arrival of Philip !'. 

Jgt.h.~uly. AT lafl: came the moment fo impatiently expected; and 
Phdip s ar. b h h f Ph'l. ' . I S h rival in Eng. news was roug t t e queen o 1 1p s arnva at out -
land. ampton h. A few days after, they were married in Wefr-

minfrer; and having made a pompous entry into London, 
~here Philil) difplayed his wealth with great ofrentation,. 
fhe carritd him to Windfor, the palace in which they 
afterwards refided. The prince's behaviour was ill cal
culated to remove the prejudices, which the Englifh na
tion had entertained againfl: him. He was difrant and 
referved in his addrefs; took no notice of the falutes e\'en 
of the mofl: confiderable noblemen ; and fo entrenched 
himfelf in form and ceremony, that he was in a man
ner inacceffible i: But this circumfl:ance rendered him the 
more acceptable to the queen, who defired to have no 
company but her hufband's, and who was impatient 
when :lhe met with any interruption to her fondnefs. The 
fhortefl: abfence gave her vexation ; and when he fhowed 
civilities to any other woman, P.ae could not conceal her 
jealoufy and refentment. 

l\1AR Y foon found, that Philip's ruling paffion was 
ambition ; and that the only method of gratifying him 
and fecuring his affections was to render him mafl:cr of 

g Depeches de Noailles, vol. iii. p. 2.22, 252, 253• 

h Fox, vol. iii. p 99• Heylin, p. 39· Burner, vol. iii. p. 392.. God
win, p. 345· We are told by s;r William Monfon, p. 225, that the admi
ral of England £red at the Spani!h navy, when Philip was on board; becaufe 
they h;~d not lowered their topfails, as a mark of deference to the Englifu 

navy in ~he narrow feas. A very fpirited behaviour, and very unlike thofe. 
times, i B<ker1 p. 3~0, 

England. 
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England. The intereft and liberty of her people were c H A P. 
r.d · f r. 11 · . XXXVI. conn erat10ns o 1ma moment, m companfon of her ob-~ 

taining this favourite point. She fummoned a new par- JS54• 

liament, in hopes of finding them entirely compliant; and 

that fhe might acquire the greater authority over them, 

fhe imitated the precedent of the former reign, and wrote 

circular letters diretl:ing a proper -choice of members k. 

The zeal of the catholics, the influence of Spanilh gold, uth Nova 

the powers of prerogative, the difcouragement of the gen-

try, particularly of the prote.ftants ; all thefe caufes, fe-
conding the intrigues of Gardiner, had procured her a 
houfe of commons, which was, in a great meafure, to her 

fatisfatl:ion; and it was thought, from the difpofition of 

the nation, that fhe might now fafely omit, on her affem-
bling the parliament, the title of Jupreme head of tht! 

church, though infeparably annexed by law to the crown 
of England 1• Cardinal Pole had arrived in Flanders, in-
vcfred with legantine power from the pope: In order to 

prepare the way for his arrival in England, the parliament 
pa£red an all:, reverfing his attainder, and reftoring his 

blood; and the queen, difpenfing w~th the old .ftatute of 

provifors, granted him permiffion to aB: as legate. The 
cardinal came over; and after being introduced to the 

king and queen, he invited the parliament to reconcile 

themfelves and the kingdom to the apoftolic fee, from 

which they had been fo long and fo unhappily divided. 
This meffage was taken in good part; and both houfc~ 

voted an addrefs to Philip and l.Vlary, acknowledging that 

they had been guilty of a mo.ft horrible defeCtion from 

the true church; profeffing a fincere repentance of their 
pafl: tranfgreffions; declaring their refolution to repeal all 

laws enacted in prejudice of the church of Rome; ~nd 

praying their majefties, that, fince they were happily un.-

k M em. of Cranm. p. 344• Stqpe's Eccl. Me m. vol. iii, p. I 54, I 5 5• 

1 llurnet, vol. ii. p. 29 l• Strype, vol. iii. P• J 55• 
infetled, 
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c H A P. infeCl:ed with that criminal fchifm, they would intercede 
XXXVI. h bfi l . . r. f \..--v--..1 with the holy father for t e a o ut10n and forg1vene1s o 

1 554• their penitent fubjeB:s •:~. The requeil was eafily granted. 
The legate, in the name of his holincfs, gave the parlia
ment and kingdom abfolution, freed them from all cenfures, 
and received them again into the bofom of the church. 
The pope, then J ulius III. being informed of thefe tranf
aCl:ions, faid, that it was an unexampled inil:ance of his 
felicity, to recci\'e thanks from the Englilh, for allowing 
them to do what he ought to give them thanks for per
forming n. 

NOTWITHSTANDING the extreme zeal of thofe times, 
for and againil popery, the object always uppermofr with 
the nobility and gentry, was their money and cfratcs : 
They were not brought to make thefe conceffions in fa
vour of Rome, till they had received repeated affuranccs,. 
from the pope as well as the queen, that the plunder, 
which they had made on the ccclefiafrics, ihould never be 
enquired into; and that the abbey and church lands 
fhould remain with the prefent poffefiors 0

• But not 
trufring altogether to thefe promifc3, the parliament took 
care, in the law itfelf r, by w·hich they repealed the for
mer fratutes enatl:ed againfl: the popc:'s authority, to infert 
a claufc, in which, befidcs befrowing validity on all mar
riages celebrated during the fchifm, and fixing the right 
of incumbents to their benefices, they gave fecurity to tl1e 
poffeffors of church lands, anll freed them from all dan
ger of ecclefiafiical ccnfurcs. 'I\1e convocation alfo, in 
order to remove apprehenfi.on; on that head, \Verc ind uccd 
to prefent a petition w the [un~.o purpofc q ; and the le
gate, in his maficr's na 1c, ratified all Lh fe tran!~td:ons. 

m Fox, vol. iii. P• 3• Hey I in, p. 4 2. Darr.et, vol. ii. p. 29 3. Gcd • 

win, P• 247• n Father P.ilul, !ih, iv. c: :: )l:n, p. 41. 
P 1 & 2 Phi!. &. Mar. c. 8. q Hr;.· :.1, p. 4 :;. :;: ~:; 2 !'h:l. 

& Mar, c, 8. Strype, vo~. iii. p. rsg. 
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M A R Y. 

It now appeared, that notwithfi::mding the efi"orts of the c H A P • 
.._, X .. \:XVI. queen and king, the power of the papacy was d ccrually "'.........., 

fuppreffed, and invincible barriers fixed againfi: its r;- rs54· 
ei1a blilhment. For though the j urifclic'·ion of the ccClcfi-
afi-ics was, for the prefent, refiored, their property, on 
which their power much depended, was irrctriev2.bl}, !ofr, 
and no hopes remained of recovering it. Even thefe ar-
bitrary, powerful, and bigo:!ed princes, while the tranf-
aB:ions were yet recent, could ,not regain to the church 
her poffeffions fo lately ravi!hed from her ; and no expe-
dients were left to the clergy for enriching themfelves, but 
thofe which they had at firfl: pratl:ifed, and which had re-
quired many ages of ignorance, barbarifm, and fuperfri-
tion, to produce their effect on mankind r. 

THE parliament, having fecured their own pofrcffions, 
were more indifferent with regard to religion, or even the 
iives of their fellow-citizens : They revived the old fan
guinary laws aga!n:fi: heretics s, which had been rejected in 
the former parliament: They alfo enaCted fcvcral fi:atutes 
againfi: feditious words and rumours r; and they nude it 
treafon to imagine or attempt the death of Philip, during 
his marriage with the queen u. Each parliament hitherto 
had been induced to go a fi:ep farther than their predeccf
fors; but none of them had cntireiy loft all rebard to na
tional interefl:s~ Their hatred ag2in£t the Spani;;1rds, <is 
well as their fufpicion of Philip~s pretenfions, frill pre
vailed; and though the queen attempted to gC:t her huf
band declared prefumptivc heir of the crown, ar:d to have 
the adminifrration put into his han,ls ; f.ne f.,ilcd in all 
h:r hope.::, and could not f..') much as procure the parlia
ment's confent to his coronation w. All aacmpts like
wife to obtain fubfidics fro:n th'.'! commons, in ord~:· to 

r See note [R] at the end of the volu:m. 
Mar. c. 6. t Jb,d. c. 3• g. 

w Godwin, p. 34S. D.1ker, p. p!. 
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c H A P. ft!pport the emperor in his war againfi France, prove& 

~ fruidefs: The uft:al animofity and jealoufy of the Eng-

J 55+· lifh againfi that kin;;dom, feemecl to have given place, for 

the prefent, to like paffions againfr Spain. Philip, fcn

fible of the prepoiTcffions entertai.aed againfi him, endea

voured to acquire popularity by procuring the rele;1fc of 

feverat prifoners of diilinction; lord Henry Dudiey, Sir 

George Harper, Sir Nicholas Throgmorton, Sir Edmond 

Vlarncr, Sir vVilliam St. Lo, Sir Nicholas Arnold, Har

r~nzton, Tremaine, who had been confined from the fuf

picion or refentment of the court x. But nothing was 

more agrec~ble to the nation th2.n his p<otet!ing t\e lady 

Eli:r.:.b~th from the fpite ancl malice of the queen, and 

;c:fi:ori11g her to liherty. This meafure was not the 

... fr..:ec~ of any gencrof:ty in Philip, a fcntiment of which 

• e was wholly incap;-:,ble; but of a ref~ncd policy, which 

fnade him forcfi;e, th:1t, · i£ that princcfs were JlUt to 

death, the next lawful heir was the q ucen of ~cots, whole 

f11cceffion ·would for ever annex England to. the cro vn of 

France. The earl of Devonihire alfo reaped fome benefit 

from Philip's afFe8..ation of popularity, and recO\'ered his 

liberty: But that nobleman, finding bimfdf expofecl to 

fufpicion, bego-cJ permiffion to travel Y ; and he icon afte1· 

died in PaJua, from poi!on, as is pretended, gi\'Cn him by 
the imperialifrs. He was the ele'.'enth and Jail earl of Dc

von:fhirc of t1.at noble family, one of the m oft ill uftrious 

in Europe. 
'I'II.E queen's extreme dd1re of having it .. ne, had made 

her fondly gi\'c credit to any appearance of pregnanqr; 
and when the leg<!te \V:ls intr-;d ·ccJ to her, {he fancied, 

t!1at ihe felt the embryo ~ir in her womb "· Her flatter

ers compared this motion of the infant to that of John.. 

the B;!ptift, \vho leaped in his mother'.-> belly ?.t the f.'llu-

x Heylin, p. 39• Burner, vol. ii. p. lS7. St::.we, p. 62.6, Depeches de 

Nolillt·s, vol. i1•, p. J4.f;, 1.;7. r Heylin, p. 40. Codwin, p. 34,, 

'~- Depeches cie • 1oailles, vol. iv. p. z .l• 
t~Hion 



M A R Y. 
3 

tation of the virgin a. Difpatches were immediately fent c H A P. 
· r r · f h" Q . XXXVI. to tniorm IOrcign courts o t rs event: rders were 11fued ~ 

to give public thanks : Great rejoicings were made: Th~ 1551·· 
:iamily of the young prince was already fettlcd b; for the 
catholics held themfelves affured that the child was to be a 
male: And Bonner., biiliop of London, made public 
prayers be faid, that Heaven would pleafe to render him 
beautiful, vigorous, and witty. But the nation remained 
frill fomewh2t incredulous; and men were perfuaded, 
that the queen laboured under infirmities, which rendered 
her incapable of having children. Her infant proved only 
the commencement of a dropfy, which the difordered 
fiate of her health had brought upon her. The belief, 
however, of her pregnancy was frill upheld with all pof-
fible care; and was one artifice, by which Philip endea-
voured to fupport his authority in the kingdom. The 1555• 

parliament paired a law, which, in cafe of the queen's 
demifc, appointed him protector during the minority; and 
the king and queen, finding they could obtain no fur-
ther conceffions, came unexpeCl:edly to Wefiminfrer, and x6th Jan, 

diffolved them. 
THERE happen~d an incident this feffion, which mufi: 

not be paired over in filence. Several members of the 
lower houfe, diffatisfied with the meafurcs of the parl~a
ment, but finding themfclves unable to prevent them, 
made a feceffion, in order to iliow their difapprobation, 
and refufed any longer to attend the houfe c. For this 
infiance of contumacy they were indieted in the King's
bench after the diffolution of parliament: Six of them 
fubmitted to the mercy of the court, and paid their fines: 
The rcfi traverfed; and the queen died b~fore the affair 
was brought to an iifue. Judging of the matter by the 
fubfcquent claims of the houfe of commons, and, indeed, 

:t B•~rnet, vol. ii. p. ~gz. God win, p. 34-S. b Heylin, p. 4f6. 
c Coke's lnfiitute~, put iv, p 17· Strype's Memor. vol. i. 165. 

Ddz 
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c H Av£' by the true principles of free government, this attempt of 
~~the queen's minifrers mufi be regarded as a breach of privi

J555· · leg~;· but it gave little umbrage at the time, and was 
'never called in quefi:ion by any houfe of commons, which 
afterwards fat during this reign. The count of Noailles, 
the French ambaffador, fays, that the queen threw feve:.. 
ral members into prifon for their freedom of fpeech d•. 

d Vol. v. p .• 296. 
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C H A P. XXXVII. 

ReajOJJS for and againft 'I'oleration--Perfecutions 

--A parliament--'I'he queen's extortions

crhe emperor rejigns his crown--Execution of 
Cranmer--Jf/~ar with Prance-Battle of St. 

If!Jtintin-- Calais taken by the French--Affairs 

of Scotland--lvierriage of the Dauphin and the 

queen of Scots-A parliament--Death of the queen. 

T H ~ fuccefs, which Gardiner, from his cautious c H A P. 

and prudent conduct, had met with in governing XXXVII. 

the parliament, and engaging them to concur both in the ~ 
Spanifh match, and in the re-eftabliihmcnt of the ancient 

5
'
5
• 

religion, two points to which, it was believed, they bore 

an extreme averfion, had fo raife<.l his charaCter for wif-

dom and policy, that his opinion was received as an 

oracle in the council; and his authority, as it v:as al-

ways great in his own party, no longer fuffered any op

pofition or controul. Cardinal Pole himfelf, though more 

beloved on account ofhis virtur.: and candour, and though 

fuperior in birth and ftation, had not equal weight in 

public deliberations ; and while his learning, piety, and 

humanity were extremely rcfpeB:ed, he was reprefented 

more as a good man than a great miniftcr, A very im

portant queftion was frequently debated, before the queen 
and council, by thefe two ecclefiaftics; whether the laws 

lately revived againft heretics fuould be put in execution, 

or fhould only be employed to refirain, by terror, the bold 

attempts of thefe zealots. Pole ,,·as yery fincere in his 

religious principles; and though his moderation had made 

him be fufpeB:ed at Rome of a tendency towards Luther

~nifm, he was fcrioufly perfuaded of the catholic docrrincs, 
D d 3 and 
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c, H ~ P and thought that no confideration of human policy ought 
XXX JI. . . . . h fi h . . 
\...--v--.J ever to come m competitiOn w1t uc Important mte-

1555· reits: Gardiner, on the contrary, had always made his 
religion fubfervient to his fchemes of fafety or advance
ment; and by his unlimited complaifance to Henry,. he 
had !hown, that, had he not been pufucd to extremity 
under the late minority, he was fufficiently difpofed to 
make a facrifice of his principles to the efi:ablifhed theo
logy. This was the well-known cl:iaraeter of thefe two 
great counfellors; yet fuch is the prevalence .of temper 
above fyficm, that the benevolent difpofition of Pole led 
him to advife a toleration of the heretical tenets, which 
he highly blamed; while the fevere manners of Gardiner 
inclined him to fupport, by perfecution, that religion, 
which, at the bottom, he regarded with great indiffe-· 
rence e, This circumfi:ance of public conduCl: was of the 
higheft importance ; and· from being the objeCl: of deli
beration in the council, it {oon became the fubjeCl: of dif .. 
courfe throughout the nation. We fuall relate, in a few 
words, the topics, by which each fide fupported, or might 
have fupportcd, their fcheme of policy; and £hall difplay: 
the oppofrte reafons, which have been employed, with re
gard to an argument that ever has been, and ever will be 
fo much canvafled. 

Reafons for • THE practice of perfecution, faid the defenders of 
anu Jgainfi Pvle's opinion, is the fcandal of all religion; and the thc
tolerdtion, 

ological animofity, fo fierce and violent, far from being 
an argument of men's conviCl:ion in their oppofite tenets, 
is a certain proof, that they have never reached any fe
rious perfuafion with regard to thefe remote and fublime 
fubjeCl:s. Even thofe, who are the mofi: impatient of con
tradi0"ion in other controverfies, are mild and moderate 
in ccmparifon of polen_1ical divines; and wherever a man's 
knowledge .and experience giv<;: him a perfeCt affurance i.n 

e Heylin, p. 47• 

hi~ 
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hi~ own opm10n, he regards with contempt, rather th~n c H A r. 
h fi 

. . XXXVH. 
anger, t e oppo 1t10n and mifi:akes of others. But v.;hile ~ 

men zealou!ly maintain v;hat they neither clearly corn- 1 555· 

prehend, nor entirely believe, they are fnaken in their 

imagined faith, by the oppofite perfu:1fion, or even doubts 

()[ other men; and vent on their antagonifi:s that impa-

tience, which is the natural refult of fo difagrceable a 

frate of 'the undedhnding. They then eaiily embrace 

any pretence for reprefenting opponents as impious and 

profane ; and if they can alfo find a colour for connec-

ting this violence with the intcrcfis of civil government, 

they can no longer be refi:rained from giving uncontroul-

ed fcope to vengeance and refentmcnt. But furely never 

enterprize was more unfortunate than that of found-

ing perfecution upon policy, or endeavouring, for the 

fake of peace, to fettle an entire uniformity of opinion, 

in quefi:ions which, of all others, are leafi: fubjccted to 

the criterion of human reafon. The univerfal and un

contradicted prevalence of one opinion in religious fub-

jeB:s, can be owing at firfi to the fi:upid ignorance alone 

and barbarifm of the people, who never indulge them-

felves in any {peculation or enquiry; and thcr~ is no 

expedient for maintaining that uniformity, fo fond.:. 

ly fought after, but by banilliing for ever all curio-
firy and all improvement in fcicncc and cultivation. It 
may not, indeed, appear difficult to check, by a fi.:ady 
fevcrity the firfi beo-innino-s of controvcrf)' ; but befides 

' b v 
that this policy expofes for ever the people to all the ab-

je8: terrors of fuperfi:ition, and the magifhate to the end

lefs encroachments of ecclefiaftics, it alfo renders men fo 
delicate, t!1at they can never endure to hear of oppofi

tion; and they will fome time pay dearly for that f<:!fc 

tranquillity, in wnich they have been fo long indulged. 

As healthful bodies are ruined by too nice a regi

men, and are thereby rendered incap~blc of bearing the 
D d 4 unavoidable 
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c H A P unavoidable incidents of human life; a ococlc, who ne .. 
XXXVII. 11 d . . 1 1 . ~ :· . 1 ld ~ ver were a -C\YC to ur:.agme, t 1at t 1~1r prmc1p es cou 

1
5H· be conte.fled, By out into the moft outrageous violence, 

"'·h~n any event (and fuch events J.rc common) produces 
<,l f~1~lion among their clergy, anJ gives rife to :my dif
ference in tenet or opinion. But whatever may be i:-tid 
fn favour of fuppreffing, by pcrfccu::ion, the .firfr b2gin

nings of herefy, no folid urgumcnt can be alleged for 
extending feverity towards multitudes, or cndea·.·ouring, 
by capital punifhmcnts, to extirpate an opinion, which 

ius d!ffufecl it!clf' :~.mong men of every rank and fiation. 

Bcfidcs tht.: c.·trcme barbarity of fuch an attempt, it 
~ 'HT• m on i y proves incfl:cCtual to the purpofc intended ; 
;t!td fer. cs onlr to :o;akc men more ob{hnate in their per
i"uafion, and to C!1Crcaf...: the number of their profclytesr 
The melancholy, with ·which the fear of death, torture~ 
and pcrfecution infpircs the fecraries~ is the proper difpo
fition for foftering rdigi'.Jt.:s zeal : Tl1e profpetl of cter
J1a1 rewards, wh\:n brought near, overpowers the dread 
of tempor-al punifl>:ncnt: 1'hc glory of martyrdom :fti
muia!:es a1l the n~ore furious zealots, efp~cially the lead
er~ aml preachers : Vvh~re ~! violent aninwfity is C:Xcited 
)f oppreffion, 1 lln naturally paiS, from hating the pcr

fnns of their t}rants,' to a more violent abhorrence of 
ti1t!r dotl:rinc~,: A1~J the fpe: 2a:ors, mo\·ecl vith pity 
towards the fuppofcd martyrs, are cafily fcduceJ to 
embrace thofc principle·, which c~n infpire men w;th a 
cor:!hmcy that· appear almoft fupern< turaJ. Open the 
door to toleration, n1utu:1.l h~1tred relaxes among the 
feCl:aries ; their attachment to their part;cu ar mode ·of 
rcli;iun decays; the common occupation<; and pleafu.res 
of life fucce~.-d to the ac;imony of difputation ; and the 

fame man, \'!ho, in other circumfbnces, would have 
bra\'cd flames and tortures, is induced to change his feet 
frc,n the fmallcft profpect of favour and aJ vancement 

or 
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or even from the frivolous hope of becoming more fa- c H A P. 

{h. bl . 1 • • • 1 If . XXXVII. 10na e m ms pnnc1p es. any exceptiOn can be ad-'----..---' 

mitted to this maxim of toleration, it will only be 1555 

where a theology altogether new, nowife conneCted with 

the ancient religion of the fiate, is imported from foreign 

countries, and may: eafily, at one blow, be eradicated, 

without leaving the feeds of future innovation. But 

;lS this exception would imply fome apology for the an-
cient pagan perfecutions, or for the extirpation of Chri-

fiianity in China and Japan; it ought furely, on account 
of this detefi:cd confequence, to be rather buried in eter-

nal filence and oblivion. 

THOUGH thefe arguments appear entirely fatisfaCl:ory, 

yet fuch is the fubtilty of human wit, that Gardiner, and 

the other enemies to toleration, w_ere not reduced t<?, fi

Iencc; and they il:ill found topics on which to maintain 

the controver(v. The doB:rine, faid they, of liberty of 
confcience, is founded on the mofl: flagrant impiety, and 

fuppofes fuch an indifference among all religions, fuch 

an obfcurity in theological doctrines, as to render the 

church and magiftr:1te incapable of difiinguifhing, w!th 

certainty, the dicbttes of Heaven from the mere fict"ons 

of human imagination. If the Divinity reveals prjn

ciples to mankind, he will furely give a crit;rion by 

which they may be afcertainnd; and a prince, who know

ingly allows thefc principles to be perverted or adnit_e

rattd, is infinitely more criminal than if he gave permif

fion for the vending of poifon, under the fhapc of fo?d, 

to all his fubjeCl:s. Perfecution may, indeed, feem bet
ter calculated to make hypocrites than converts; . but 
experience teaches us, that the habits of hypocrify often 
turn into reality; and the children, at leafi, ignorant of the 
diffimubtion of their parents, may happily be educated in 

more orthodox tenets. It is abfurd, in oppofition to con

iiuerations of fuch unfpeakable importance, to plead the 
temporal 
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C H A P. temno.ral and· frivolous interefrs of civil fociety ,· and if :xxxvn. r 
~matters be thoroughly examined, even that topic wi11 not 

~"555· appear fo univerfally certain in favour of toleration as by 
fome it is reprefented. Where fetl:s arife, whofe funda
mental principle on all fides is to execrate, and abhor, 
and damn, and extirpate each other ; what choice has 

the magi4_rate left but to take part, and by rendering one 

feet: entirely prevalent, refi:ore, at leafi: for a time, the 
public tranquillity? The political body, being here 
fickly, mufr not be treated as if it were in a fi:ate of 

found health; and an aifetl:ed neutrality in the prince, 
or even a cool preference, may ferve only to encourage 

the hopes of all the feCl:s, and keep alive their animofity. 

The protefiants, (ar from tolerating the religion of their 
·anceftors, regard it as an impious and detefrable idolatry; 
and during the late minority, when they were entirely 

mafters, they enaCted very fevere, though not capital, 
punilliments againfr all exercife of the catholic worlhip, 
:and even againfi fuch as barely abfraincd from their pro
fane rites and facraments. Nor are infrances wanting of 
their endeavours to fecure an imagined orthodoxy by the 
mofr rigorous executions: Calvin has burned Servetus at 
Geneva; Cranmer brought Arians and Anabaptifts to 
the fiake : And if perfecution of any kind be admit
ted, the mofr bloody and violent will furely be allowed 

•he mofr jufiifiab1e, as the mofr effectual. Imprifon
merits, fines, Confifcations, whippings, ferve only to ir
ritate the feB:s, without difabling them from rcfifiance : 
But' the ilake, the wheel, and the gibbet, mufi foon ter
minate in the extirpation or baniihment of all the here

tics, i11clined to give difrurbance, . and in the entire fi
lence and fubmiffion of the refr. 

TH¥ arguments of Gardiner, being more agreeable 
to the cruel bigotry of MarY. and Philip, were better re

ceived;. 
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ceived; and though Pole pleaded, as is affirmed e, the c H A P. 

d . f h h d . XX VII. a v1ce o t e em per or, w o recommen ed 1 t to his ~ 
daughter:.in-law, not to exercife violence againft the pro- 1555. 

tefiants, and defired her to confider his own example., 
who, after endeavouring, through his whole life, to ex-
tirpate herefy, had, in the end, reaped nothing but con-
fufiol1 and difappointment, the fcheme of toleration was 

entirely rejected. It was determined to let loofe the laws 
in their full rigour againfr the reformed religion ; and 
England was foon filled with fcenes of horror, which 

have ever fince rendered the catholic religion the objetl: 

of general deteftation~ and which prove, that no human 

depravity can equal revenge and cruelty, covered with 

the mantle of religion. 
THE perfecutors began with Rogers, prebendary of Violent per· 

St. Paul's, a man eminent in his party for virtue as well Efecut
1
ion,s in 

ng .mu. 

as for learning. Gardiner's plan was firft to attack 
men of that character, whom., he hoped, terror would 

bend to fubmiffion, and whofe example, either of pu
niiliment or recantation, would naturally have influence 

on the multitude: But he found a perfeverance and 

courage in Rogers, which it may feem ftrange to find in 
human nature, and of which all ages, and all feB:s, do 

ncverthelefs furniih many examples. Rogers, befide the 

care of. his own prefervation, lay under other powerful 

temptations to compliance: He had a wife, whom he 

tenderly loved, and ten childr~n ; yet fuch was liis fere

nity after his condemnation, tliat the jailors, it is faid, 

·waked him from a found fleep, when the hour of h~ 
execution approached. He had defired to f~e his wife 
before he died; but Gardincr told him, that he was 

.a pricH:; he could not poiliuly have a wife ; thus 

e Burnet, vol. ii. Heylin, p. 47· It is not likely, however, that Charles 
gave any fudi advice: For he him(clf was at this vtty time poceeding with 
great violence in peri\:cutinp the reformed in f1ance1 s. Benti·:c~lio, p_.rt i. 

Jib. '· joining 



412 . HIS T 0 R Y · 0 F ENGLAND. 

c H A P joining infult to cruelty. Rogers was burnt in Smith
:XXXVII. fi Id f 
\J'"V"-.) e .• 

1 555• - HooPER, bifhop of Glocefl:er, had been tried at the 
fame time with Rogers ; but was fent to his own diocefe 
to be executed. This circumfl:ance was contrived to 
fhike the greater terror into his Rock; but it was a 
fource of confolation to Hooper, who rejoiced in giving 
tefl:imony, by his death, to that doctrine, which he 
had formerly preached among them. When he was tied 
to the fl:ake, a fl:ool was fet before him, and the qneen's 
pardon laid upon it, which it was fl:ill in his power to 
merit by a recantation : But he ordered it to be removed; 
and chearfully prepared himfelf for that dreadful punilh
ment, to which he was fentenced. He fuffi red it in 
its full feverity : The wind, which was violent, blew 
the Rame of the reeds from his body : The faggots 
were green, and did not kindle eafily : All his lower 
parts were confumed, before his vitals were attacked : 
One of his hands dropped ofF: "\Vith the other he conti
nued to beat his breafl:: He was heard to pray and to 
exhort the people; till his tongue, fwoln with the vio
lence of his agony, could no longer permit him utter
ance. He. was thre~ quarters of an hour in torture, 
which he bore with illflcxible confl::mcy g . 

SANDERS was burned at Coventry : A pardon was 
alfo offered him; but he rejected it, and embraced the 
fl:ake, faying, " \Velcome the crofs of Chri:fl:; wel
" come everlafl:ing life." Taylor, parfon of Hadlcy, 
was punifhcd by fire in that place, furrounded by his 
ancient friends and parifl1ioners. 'Vhcn tied to the 
frake, he repeated a pfalm in Eugliih : One of his 
guards .fl:ruck him on the mouth, ami b.1d~ 1 im fpeak 

f Fox, vol. iii. p. 1 rg. Bnrnet, vol. ii. p. 302. g Fox, vol. iii. 
P• 145, &c, Buntet, vol. i1 , p. "OZ.o He)li n, p, 4" , 19• Godwin, 
P• 349• 

Latin: 
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Latin: Another, in a rage, gave him a blow on the c H A P. 

head with his halbert, which happily put an end to his ~ 
torments. I55S· 

THERE was one Philpot, archdeacon of Wincheil:er, 
enflamed ;-vith fuch zeal for orthodoxy, that, having been 

engaged in difpute with an Arian, he fpit in his adverfa

ry's face, to fhew the great detefiation, which he had 
entertained againfl: that herefy. He afterwards wrote a 

treatife to jufiify this unmannerly expreffion of zeal: 

He faid, that he was led to it, in order to relieve the 

forrow conceived from fuch horrid blafphemy, and to 

fi6nify how unworthy fuch a mifcreant was of being 
admitted into the fociety of any Chrifiian h. Philpot 

was a protefi:ant ; and falling now into the hands of 

people as zealous; as himfelf, but more powerful, he was 

condemned to the flames, and fuffcred at Smithfield. It 
fcems to be almofi: a general rule, that, in all religions 

except the true, no man will fuffer martyrdom, who 
would not alfo inflict it willingly on all that differ from 

him. The fame zeal for fpeculative opinions is the caufc 

of both. 
THE crime, for which almofi: all the protefiants were 

condemned, was, their refufal to acknowledge the real 

prefence. Gardiner, who had vainly ex peeled, that a 
few examples would {hike a terror into the reformers, 

finding the work daily multiply upon him, devolved the 

invidious office on others, chiefly on Bonner, a man of 

profligate manners, and of a brutal character, who feem
ed to rejoice in the torments of the unhappy fuffcrers i,. 

He fometimes whipped the pritoners with his own hands, 

till he was tired with the violence of the cxercife: He 
ore out the beard of a weaver, who rcfufed to rclinquiili 

his relicrion · and that he mir,-ht give h:m a f:1nccimcn of 
D ' u 

Strype, vol. iii. p. z6x. and Coil No s", \ I·I")!in, p. 47, t;S. 
1 

burning, 
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c H A P. burning, he held his hand to the candle, till the fin~ws 
XXXVII. d . 1l. 
~ an vems !hrunk and burn: k. 

155S· IT is needlefs to be particular in enumerating all the. 
horrid cruelties praCl:ifed in England during the courfe of 
three years that thcfe perfecutions lafted: The favage 
barbarity on the one hand, and the patient confrancy on 
the other, are fo fimilar in ali thofe martyrdoms, that 
the narration, very little agreeable in itfelf, would never 
be relieved by any variety. Human nature appears not, 
on any occafion, fo detefi:able, and at the fame time fo 
abfurd, as in thefe religious perfecutions, which fink 
men below infernal fpirits in wickednefs, and below the 
beafts in folly. A few infiances only may be worth 
preferving, in order, if poffible, to warn zealous bi
gots, for ever to avoid fuch odious and fuch fruitlefs 
barbarity. 

FERRAR, bifhop of St. David's, was burned in his 
own diocc{c ; and his appeal to cardinal Pole was not at
tended to 1• Ridley, bifuop of London, and Latimer, 
formerly bifhop cf Worcefter, two prelates celebrated for 
learning and virtue, perifued together in the fame Rames 
at Oxford, and fupported each other's confiancy by their 
mutual exhortations. Latimer, when tied to the fi:ake, 
called to his companion, " Be of good cheer, brother; 
" we lhall this day kindle fuch a torch in England, as, 
" I truft in God, ihall never be extinguifhed." The 
executioners had been fo merciful (for that clemency may 
more naturally be afcribcd to them than to the religious 
zealots) as to tie bags of gunpowder about thcfe prelates, 
in order to put a fpeed y period to their tortures : The 
explofion immediately killed Latimcr, who was in ex
treme old age: Ridley continued alive during iome time 
in the midft of the flame<; m. 

lt Fox, vol. iii. p. 1S7. 
p·. 318. Heylin, p. 52. 

1 I hid , !'· ~ 16. m Burnet, vol. ii. 
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ONE Hunter, a young man of nineteen, an apprentice c H A P. 

having been feduced by a priefi into a ~ifpute, had unwa: ~~ 
rily denied the real prefence. Scnfible of his danger, he I55S· 

immediate~y abfconded; but Bonner, laying hold of his 
father, threatened him with the greatefl: feverities, if he 
did not produce the young man to fiand his trial. Hun-
ter, hearing of the vexations to which his' father was 
expofed, voluntarily furrendered himfelf to Bonner, aml 
was condemned to the flames by that barbarous prelate. 

THOMAS HAUKES, when conducted to the fl:ake, 
agreed with his friends, that, if he found the torture 

tolerable, he would make them a fignal to that purpofc 
in the mid!l: of the flames. His zeal for the caufc, in 
which he fuffered, fo fupported him, that he firetched 
out his arms, the fignal agreed on; and in that pofiure 
he expirecl 1• This example, with many others of like 

conftancy, encouraged multitudes, not only to fuffer, but 

even to court and afpire to martyrdom. 
THE tender fex itfelf, as they have commonly greater 

propenfity to religion, produced many examples of the 

mofi infl~xible courage, in fupporting the profeffion of 
it, againfr all the fury of the perfecutors. One execu

tion in particular was attended with circumfiances, 
which, even at that time, excited afionifument, by rea

fon of their unufual barbarity. A woman in Guernfey, 
being near the time of her labour when brought to the 
frake, was thrown into fuch agitation by the torture, 

that her belly burfi, and fue was delivered in the midft 
of the flames. One of the guards immediately fnatched 

the infant from the fire, and attempted to fave it: But ~ 
rnagi!l:ratc, who fiood by, ordered it to be thrown back; 
being determined, he faid, that nothing !hould fun·i\·e 

which fprang from fo obfrinate and heretical a parent rn. 

I Fnx, vol. iii. p. 2.65. 
net, vol. ii. p. 337, 

7 

xn Ibid. P• 747• HeyJ:r., F· 57• Bur-
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c:X~X~I~: THE perfons condemned to thefe punifhments were 
"--v--J not convicted of teaching, or dogmatizing, contrary to the 

1
555· eftablifhed religion : They were feized merely on fufpi

cion; and· articles being offered them to fubfcribe, they 
were immediately, upon their refufal, condemned to the 
flames n; Thefe inftances of barbarity, fo unufual in the 
nation, excited horror; the conftancy of the martyrs was 
the object of admiration; and as men ht!ve a principle of 
equity engraven in their minds, which even falfe reli
gion is not able totally to obliterate, they were lhocked 
to fee perfons of probity, of honour, of pious difpofi~ 
tions, expofed to punilhments more fevere than were in
flitted on the greateft ruffians, for crimes fubverfive of 
civil fociety. To exterminate the whole protefiant party, 
'\vas knovvn to be impoffible ; and nothing could appear 
more iniquitous, than to fubjctl: to torture the mofi con-

·fcicntious and courageous among them, and allow the 
cowards and hyp'ocrites to efcape. :Each martyrdom, 
therefore, was equivalent to a hundred fermons againfi: 
popery; and men either avoided fuch horrid fpeCl:acles, 
or returned from them full of a violent, though fecret, 
indignation againft the perfecutors. Repeated orders were 
fent from the council, to quicken the diligence of the 
magiftrates in fearching out heretics ; and, in fome places, 

~he gentry were confrrained to countenance, by their pre
icnce, thofc barbarous executions. Thcfe acts of vio
lence tendcJ only to render the Spanilh government daily 
more odious; and Philip, fenfible of the hatred which 
he incurred, endeavoured to remove the reproach from 
himfdf by' a very grofs artifice : He ordered his confefior 
to deliver in his prefence a fermon in favour of toleration ; 
a do61:rine fomewhat extraordinary in the mouth of a SpJ
nifh friar 0

• But the court, fi11ding that Banner, h~w
ever fhamclefs and favage, would not bear alone the whole 

n Burnet, vol. ii, p. 306, 

• 
o Heylin, p. 56, 

inf:rmy 
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mfamy, foon tb.rew off the mafk; and the unrelenting c H A P. 
temper of the queen, •s well as of the king, ap~carcd ~~ 
~ithou_t controul. A bold :ll:ep was even taken towards '555· 
introducing the inqu1fition into England. As the bifhops' 
courts, though extremely arbitrary, and not confined by 
~:my ordinary forms of law, appeared not to be inve:ll:ed 
with r dicient power, a comrr..iffion was appointed, by 
authority of the queen's prerogative, more effeetually to 
extirpate herefy. Twenty-one perfons were named; but 
::my three were armed with the powers of the whole. 
The commiffion runs in thcfe terms; " That fince many 
" falfe rumours were publiihed among the fubjeCl:s, and 
" many heretical opinions were alfo fpread among them, 
" the commiffioners were to enquire into thofe, either by 
" prefentments, by witncffes, or any other political way 
" they could devife, and t·o iearch after all herefies ; the 
" bringers in, the fellers, the readers of all heretical 
" books : They were to examine and punifh all mifoe-
" haviours or neg1igences, in any church or chapel ; 
" and to try all priefrs that did not preach the facrament 
" of the altar; all perfons that did not hear mafs, or 
" come to their parifh church to fervice, that would not 
'' go in proceffions, or did not take holy bread or holy 
" water: And if they found any that did obitinately 
" pedifi: in fuch herefies, they were to put them into th~ 
" . hands of their ordinaries, to be punifhed according to 
" the fpirituallaws : Giving the commiffioners full power 
" to proceed, as their difcre ions and confciences 1hould 
" diretl: them, and to ufe all fuch means as they would 
" invent for the fearching of the premiffes; empowering 
'' them alfo to call before them fuch witneffes as they 
" pleafed, and to force them to make oath of fuch things 
,,~ as might difcover what they fougllt after Y." Some 

F Burnet, vol. ii, Cell. 31J.. 

VoL. IV. E e <rivil 
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C H A P. civil powers were alfo given the commiffioners to punifll 
XXXVII. 
'--'v--J vagabonds and q uarrelfome perfons. 

1555• To bring the methods of proceeding in England frill 
nearer to the praCtice of the inquifition, letters were 
written to the lord North, and others, enjoining them, 
" To put to the torture fuch obfiinate perfons as would 
'( not confefs, and there to order them at their difcre-. 
" tion q /' Secret fpies alfo, and informers,. were em
ployed, according to the practice of that iniquitous tri
bunal. Infrrutl:ions were given to the jufrices of peace, 
"' That they lhould call fecretly before them one or two 
" honefr perfons within their limits, or more, at their 
" difcretion, and command them by oath, or otherwife, 
" that they !hall fcctetly learn and fearch out fuch per
" fons a& fhall evil-behave themfelves in church, or 
" idly, or H1all defpife openly by words·, the king's or 
" queen's proceedings, or go about to make any corn
'' motion, or tell any feditious tales or news. And· 
'' alfo, that the fame perfons fo to be appointed, fhall 
" declare to the fame jufrices of peace, the ill-behaviour 
'" of lewd difordercd perfons, whether it !hall be for ufing 
" unlawful games, and fuch other light behaviour of 
'' fuch fufpctled perfons : And that the fame informa·
"' tion fhall be given fecretl y to the j ufrices ; and the 
" f.·unc jufiices fhall eaU fuch accufed perfons before 
u them, and examine them, without declaring by whom 
" they w~re accufcd. And that the fame jufiice~ fhall, 
" upon their examination, punifh the offenders, accord
" ing as their offences fhall appear, upon the accufcment 
" and examination, by their d'ifcretion, either by open 
~( punifhmcnt or by good a bearing'." In fome refpects, 
this tyrannical ediCt even exceeded the oppreffion of the 
inquifition; by introducing into every part of govern
:ncnt, the fame iniquities, which that tribunal prattifes 

~· Burnet, vol. iii. P• ZH• 
for 
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~or the extirpation of herefy only, and \'vhich are, in c H A P. 

fome meafure, neceffary~ wherever that end is earnefi:ly ~ 
purfued. 

BuT the court had devifed a more expeditious and 
fummary method of fupporting orthcdoxy than even the 

inquifition itfelf. They iffued a proclamation ag<!infi: books 
of hercfy, treafon, and [edition ; and declared, " That 

" whofoever had any of thefe books, and did not prefently 
" burn them, without reading them, or, fhewing them 
" to any •)ther perfon, ihould be efl:eemed rebels; and 
" without any farther delay, be executed by martial 
" laws.', From the fi:ate of the Engli!h government, 

during that period, it is not fo much the illegality of 
thefc proceedings, a::; their violence and their pernicious 

tendency, which ought to be the objeCt of our cenfure. 
WE have thtown together almofi: all the tranfactions 

againfl: heretics, though carried on during a courfe of 
three years ; that we may be obliged, as little as poffible, 

to return to fuch !hocking violences and barb:uitics. It 
is computed, that in that time two hundred and feventy
fcven perfons were brought to the fi:ake; bcfidcs thofe 
who were puniihed by imprifonmcnt, fines, and confif
cations. Among thofe who fuffereJ by fire, were five 
biihops, twenty-one clergymen, eight lay gentlemen, 

eighty-four tradefmen, one hundred hufbandmen, fer
vants, and labourers, fifty~five women, and four chil
dren. This perfevering cruelty appears droniihing ; yet 

is .it much inferior to what has been praBifed in other 

countries. A great author r computes, that, in the Low 
Countries alone, from the time that the edict of Charles 
V. was promulgated againfi: the reformers, there had 
been fifty thoufand perions hanged, beheaded, buried 
alive, or burnt, on account of religion; and that in 

France the number had alfo been confiderable. Yet in 

• Burnct> vol. ii P• 363. Heylin, P· 79· 
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t Father Paul, lib. s. 
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c H A P. both countries, as the fame author fubjoins, the progrcf:;; 
XX X V li. f h . . . ll d f b . 1 k d ~ o t e new op1mons, mnea o emg c 1Cc e ,. was ra-

1555· ther forwarded l!>y th.ef~ perftcutions. 

THE burning of heretics was a ,·cry natural rnefhod of 
reconciling the kingdom to the Romifh communion; and 
little fo1!6tation was requifitc to engage the pope to re
{:cive tl e ftrayed flock, from which he reaped fo confider
able profit: yet was there a folemn emb~ify fent t() 
Rome, confifiing of Sir Anthony Brown, created vif

£ount l\1ontacutc, the bifnop of Ely, and Sir Edward 
Carnc; i,n order to car;-y the fubmi:W.ons of England,. 
:md beg to be re-admitted into the bofom of the catholic 
church u. Paul IV. after a fl1ort interval, now filled the 
papal chair; the moil: haughty pontifF,. th.at during fe

veral ages had been elevated to that dignity~ He was 
offended, that l\Iary ftill retained among her titles, that 
of qt.:ccn of :.·eland; and he affirmed,. that it belonged to 
him alone, as he faw proper, ei.tkr to ereCt new king
cloms or abolifl1 the o!d ~- But to avoid ::11l difpute with the
Ilcv.r converts, he tho:r;;ht ~ro?cr to erect I.r:dand into a 
kir:_;;dvm,, ami he then admitted the title, as if it had' 
oecn af1Luncd from his own conceffiot;J.. ·This was an 
ufual artdicc of the pop:s 7 to give al1owa!'lcc to what they 
could not prcv~nt w, a.:1d afterwards pretend, that princes,. 
1 ·h:lc they exercifed their own powers, were only acting 
by authority from th·~ papacy~ And though Paul had at 
:fin1 intenJed to oblige Mary fo:-mally to recede from this. 
title, before he would befiow it upon her; he found it 
pruc.L nt to proceed in a lefs haughty manner"· 
· A. 'OTI-lER paint in difcuffion between the pope anJ 

th~ Englifl1 arr. bafladors was not fo cafily terminated. 
P:Hll in~ftcd, tha:: th~ property and poficf:ions of the church: 

!houlJ be reil:ored to the utt!::nnoft farthing: That what-

u H )lin, r. 45· w Ibid, Father Paul, lib. S• 
x fa:h~r Pa.J!T :ib. 5,. 

ever· 
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"tvcr l)clona~d to God could never hy :my' hw be con- C n A P. 
0 X}.XVIT. 

vcrtcd to profane ufes, and every perfon who dct:lincd fuch ~ 

poffi:ffions was in a fhte of cteTnal damnation : That he 1 5i 5· 

W<nld williRgly, in cm fideratioa o_f the humble fubmif-

flons of the En~] ifh, make them a prefcnt of thcfe ecclcfiaf-

tical rev~nuc~ ; but fuch a coaceffi.cm -exceeded his power, 

;md the p~oplc might he certain that fo grc~t a prof:lnation 

of holy things woult1 he a perpetual anathema upon them, 

~nd would hla!t all th~ir ft.:turc fel1city : That if they 

wcjuld truly Jl1evv t!-lcir filial piety·, they mufl: rdlore all 

the privileges ~nd cmo1umcnts of the Romiili church, and 

Peter's pcr~cc ::1r1 <·:16 the refi; nor <:JJu!J they expect, that 

this ~pofl ie \ 'Ould open to them the gates of paradife, 

while they dctZ~i·-.cd frG.i-n him his patrimony on earth Y. 

Thcfe carneft remonfirances., being tranfmittc.d to En-

gland, though they had little influence on the n:1tion, 

operated powcrfull y on the queen; who '\~'as determined, 
~n order to cafe her confci~t1'C:e, to refiorc <t1l the church 

lands which were frill in the poffdlion cf the crown : And 

the more to difplay her zeal., {he crccl:cd a1~cw fome con-

vents and monaf!:crics, notwith{b.nding the low conditio!l 

of the e:;xchequer 2 • V\'"hcn this n:e::tfure was debated in 

council, fome members objeCted., that, if fuch a confidc-
rahle part of the C\'Cnuc W<'l~ difmerr,bcred., the dignity 

Df the crown would fall to decay : Bnt the queen replied, 

that !he pr fern:d the falvation of her foul to ten fuch 

kingdoms a5 En;land '\ 'I'h:::fc impruJcnt meafurcs 

would not prohabl y have taken place fo eafily, had it not 

been fur the death of Ganliner, wh:ch happened about 

this time: The great feal was given to IIeathe, arch-

bifhop of York; that an ecdefiafiic might fiill be pof-, 

fdicd of that high office, and be better enabled by his 

1 Fathn Paul, lib. 5• 
-.ol. j,, P· Jt :t. 
~~ttt.i, r• 82.6, 

Hrylin, P• 45· 
" Heylin, P· 53· 65. 
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cXXHXA P. authority to forward the perfecutions againft the re ... VII. 
'--v- formed. 

21 ~i]J~b. TH~SE perfecutions were now become extremely odi
A parlll- ous to the nation; and the effeB:s of the public difcon-
menr. 

· tent appeared in the new parliament, fummoned to meet 
at '\Veftminfrcr ~>. A bill c was paffcd, refioring to the 
church the tenths and firft fruits, and all the impropria
tions which remained in the hands of the crown ; but 
though this matter dircB:ly concerned none but the queen 
herfelf, great oppofition was made to the bill in the houfe 
of commons. An application being made for a fubfidy 
during two years, and for two fifteenths, the latter was 
rcfufed by the commons; and many members faid, that, 
while the crown was thus defpoiling itfelf of its revenue, 
it was in vain to befrow riches upon it. The parlia
ment rejected a bill for obliging the exiles to return under 
certain penalties, and another for incapacitating fuch as 
were rcmifs in the profecution of herefy from being j u-
il:ices of peace. The queen, finding the intraCtable hu
mour of the commons, thought proper to diffolve the 
parliament. 

THE fpirit of oppofition, which began to prevail in 
parliament, was the more likely to be vexatious to Mary, 
as lhe was otherwif~ in very bad humour, on account of 
her hufband's abfence, who, tired of her importunate 
love and jcaloufy, and finding his authority extremely 
limited in England, tad laid hold of the firfi: opportunity 
to leave her, and had gone over lafi: fummcr to the em
peror in Flanders. The indi.lference and .neglect of Phi
lip, added to the dif:1.ppointment in her imagined preg
nancy, threw her into deep melancholy; and fhe gave 
vent to her fplccn by daily enforcing the perfecutions 
againfi the protcftants, and even by expreffions of rage 
f-6ainfi all her fubjcB:s; by whom fue knew herfelf to be 

t> B~nncr, vol. ii. p. 3~;. c ; and 3 Phi!. & Mar, cap. 4• 

hatedl 
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hated, and whofe oppofition, in refufing an entire com- c H A P. 

1. . h Ph"l· h r. XXXVII p 1anc~ wtt 1 1p, was t e caute, fhc believed, why he "' ' • 
had alienated his affections from her, and afforded her fo ~ 
little of his company d. The lcfs ;eturn her love met 

with, the more it encreafed; and !he paifed mo:ft of her 

time in folitude, where fhe gave vent to her paffion, ei-

ther in tears, or in writing fond epifrles to Philip, who 

fcldom returned her any anfwer, and fcarcely deigned to 
pretend any fentiment of love or even of gratitude to-
wards her. The chief part of government, to which fhe The q?een•s 

. extol uons. 
attended, was the extortmg of money from her people, 

in order to fatisfy his demands ; and as the parlt:tment 
had granted her but a fmall fupply, lhe had recourfe to 
expedients very violent and irregular. She levied a loan 

of 6o,ooo pounds upon a thoufand perfons, of whofe 
compliance, either on account of their riches or their af
feCtions to her, !he held herfclf befr affured : But that 

fum not fufficing, !he exacted a general loan on every 

one whQ poffeffed twenty pounds a year: This impofi

tion lay heavy on the gentry, who were obliged, many 

of them, to retrench their cxpence~, and difinifs their 
fervants, in order t0 enable them to comply with her de

mands : And as thef:~ fcrvants, accuftomcd to idlenefs, 

and having no means of fubfl.france, commonly be

took themfelvcs to theft and robbery, the q uecn publifhed 

a.proclamation, by which fhe obliged their former mafiers 

to take them b:1ck to their fervice. She levied 6o,ooo 

marks on 7000 yeomen, who had not contributed to the 

former loan; and {he exacted 36,ooo pounds more from 

the merchants. In order to engage fome Londoners to 

comply the more willingly with her multiplied extortions, 

!he pafied an ediCt, prohibiting, for four months, the 

€Xporting of any Englifh cloths or ke~feys for Flanders ; 

an expedient which procured a good market for fuch as 

a Depeches de Noailles, vol. v, P· 370, 56%.. 
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cx~/v~: had already fent any quantity of cloth thither. Her ra
\....--.--.J pacioufnefs e.ngaged her to give endlefs difi:urbance and 

1 55S· interruption to commerce. The Englith company fett}ed 
in Antwerp having refufed her a loan of 40,000 pounds~ 
ihe diffembled her refentment,. till lhe found, that they 
had bought and fhipped great quantities of cloth for Ant
werp fair,. which was approaching : She then Li.d an 
embargo on the {hip~, and obliged the merchants to grant 

her a loan of the 40,000 pounds atfirfr demanded, to engage 
for the payment of 20,000 pounds more at a limited time, 
and to fubmit to an arbitrary impofition of twenty ild
lings on each piece. Some time after, fhe was informed,. 
that the Italian merchants had ihipped above 40,000 

pieces of cloth for the Levant, for which they were to 
pay her a crown a piece, the ufual impofition: She 
:ftruck a bargain with the merchant adventurers in 

London; prohibited the foreigners fr_?m making any ex
portation; and received from the Englilh merchants, in 
confideration of this iniquity, the fum of so,ooo pounds, 
and an impofition of four crowns on each piece of cloth 
which they :lhould export. She attempted to borrow 
great fums abroad; but her credit was fo low, that,. tho" 
ihe offered 14 per cent. to the city of Ant.verp for a loan 
of 30,<.100 pounds, fhe could not obtain it, till ilie con
fhained the city of London to be furety for her e. All 
thefe violent expedients were employed,. while £he herfelf 
was in profound peace ·with all the world, and had vifi
b1y no other occ:::.fion for money but to fupply the de
mands of a hufo<tnd,. who gave attention only to his own 

convenience, and fhowed himfelf entirely indiffc.rent 
about her interefrs. 

The empe· PHILIP was now become ma:Cter of all the wealth of 
1nr religns 
hi:. crown. the Indies, and of the richefi: and mofi: extenfive domi-

e Godwin. p. 359• Cowper's Chronicle. Burnet, voJ. ii. P• 35~· 
Carte~ p. 330, 333, 337, 3fl• Strne's Memor. vo.l. iii. p. 4z.8, 55&. 
Anna\s) vol. i. p. 15. 
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nicm~ in Europe, by the voluntar; rcfignation of the em- c H A ,. 

peror? Ch:ules V. ; who, though .frill iR the vigour of his~ 
age, ~ad taken a ifgufr to the wo.rld, and was determined 1 55.S• 

to feek, :.1 the tranquillity of reyeah for that happincfs, 

whic 1 he haJ in vain purfued, amidfi the tur11ults-of war, 

and the rcfi:lefs projeB:s of ambition. He fummoned the oz.sth oa. 
fl:ates of the Low Countries; and feating himfelf on the 
throne for the lafr time, explained to his fubjcB:s the rea-
fans of his refignation, t1bfolved them from all oaths of 
allegiance, and devolving his authority on Philip, told 

him, that his paternal tcndernefs made him weep, when 

he refleCted on the burthen which he impofcd upon him"· 

He inculcated on him the great and only quty of a prince, 

the fl:udy of his people's happinefs; and reprefented how 

much preferable it was to govern, by affeCtion rather tha11 

hy fear, the nations fubjeB:ed to his dominion. The cool 

refleB:ions of age now difcovercd to hJm the emptincfs of 

his former purfuits; and he found, that the vain fcheme-s 

of extending his empire had been the fourcc of endlefl 

oppofition and dif4ppointment, had kept himfclf, hii 
neighbours, and his fubjetl:s in perpetual inquietude, and 

had frufrrated the foie end of government, the felicity of 

the nations committed to his care; an object which meets 

with lcfs oppofition, and which, if frcadily purfued; can 

alone convey a lafiing and folid fatisfaction. 

A FEW months after, he refigned to Philip his other 1ss6. 
dominions ; and embarking on board · a fleet, failed ta 

Spain, and took his journey to St. J ufr, a monafrery in 

Efrremadura, which, being fituated in a happy climate, 

and amidfi: the greatefr beauties of nature, he had chofcn 

for the place of his retreat. When he arrived at Burgos, 

he found, by the thinnefs of hiG court, and the negligent 

~ttendance of the Spaniih grandees, that he was no longer 

6i Thuan. lib. xvi. c. ~o • . 
e~peror; 
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C H A P ·dine of age, and had dcfcended from the throne, in order 
XXXVII. r. . . h d n n.. d 
~to 1et apart an mterval for thoug tan reneLuon, an a 

J556. priefr, who, in the extremity of old age, exulted in his 
dominion, and from refrlefs ambition and revenge \Vas 

throwing ail nations into combufiion. Paul had enter
tained the mofi inveterate animofity a~ainfi the houfe of 
Aufrria.; and though a truce of five years had been con
cluded between France and Spain, he excited Henry by 
his felicitations to break it, and promifed to affifr him in 
recovering N a.ples, and the dominions to which he laid 
claim in Italy; a project which had ever proved hurtful to 
the predeceifors of that monarch. He himfelf engaged in 
hofiilities with the duke of Alva, viceroy of Naples; and 
the duke of Guife being fent with forces to fupport him, 
the renewal of war between the two crowns feemed almoil: 
inevitable. Philip, though lefs warlike than his father, 
was no lefs ambitious; and he trufred, that by the in
trigues of the cabinet, where, he believed, his caution and 
fecrecy and prudence gave him the fuperiority, he ihould 
be able to fubdue all his enemies, and extend his autho
rity and dominion. For this reafon, as well as from the 
defire of fettling his new empire, he wifhed to maintain 
peace with France ; but when he found, that, wi~hout 
facrificing his honour, it was impoffible for him to over
look the hofrile attempts of Henry, he prepared for war 
With great indufrry. In order to give himfelf the more 
advantage, he was defirous of embarking England in the 
quarrel ; and though the queen was of herfelf extremely 
~verfe to that meafure, he hoped, that the devoted fondne[s, 
which, notwithfianding repeated inftances of his indiffe
rence, ihe frill bore to him, would effectually fecond his 
applications. Had the matter indeed depended folely on 
her, fhewas incapable of reiifi-ing her hufbanq's commands; 
but lhe ha9 little weight with her council, frill lefs with 
.ber people; and her government, which was every day 

becoming 

ti l 
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'becoming mote odious, feemed unable to maintain itfelfC H A 'P. 

d . h · 1l. c d .11 . XXXVII. 
even unng t e mon: pro1oun tranqm 1ty, much more ~.........., 

ff a war were kindled with France, and what feemed an 1556. 

inevitable confequence, with Scotland, fupported by that 

powerful kingdom. 

AN aB: of barbarity was this year cxercifed in Eng- Execution of 

fand, which, added to many other infhnces of the fame Cranmer. 

kind, tended to render tlie government extremely unpo-

pular. Cranmer had long been det2.ined prifoncr; but 

the queen now determined to bring him to punifument; 

and in order the more fully to f;:.tiate her vengeance, £he 
refolved to puniili him for herefy, rather than for treafon. 

H~ was cited by the pope to ftand his trial at Rome; 

and though he was known to be kept in clofe cufl:ody at 

Oxford, he was, upon his not appearing, condemned as 
contumacious. Banner, biibop of London, and Thirle-

by of Efy were fent to degrade him; and the former exe-

cuted that melancholy ceremony with all the joy and 

exultation, which fuited his favage nature f. The im-

placable fpirit of the queen, net fatisfi.ed with the eter-

lial damnation of Cranmer, which fhe bdievecl' inevitabl l·, 

and with the execution of that dreaJful fentence, fo 

which he was condemned, prompted her alfo fo fcek the-

ruin of his honour, and the infamy of his n:::.rne. Pcr-

fons \Vere employed to attack hi.m, not i-n the way of 

difputation, againfr v. hich he v:2s fuffic1ently armed ; 
but by Hattery, infinuation, and aodrefg-; by reprefenting 

the dignities to wh1eh his characrer ftiH entitled him, if 

he would merit them by a re-eantati011; by giv·ing hopes. 

of long enjoying thof~ powerful fdends, whom ni benefi-

cent difpofition had attached to him duhng the courfe of 

his profperity g. Overcome by the f.onti lOve 6f.life, t~r-
rif.;;d· by the profpdl of thofe for:tures- whicli· awaitca-

him; he aHowed, in an unguarded· hour, tlie fenfi .. 

J Mem, ofCranm. p. !75,_ .; Heylin, p. ss~ Mem. P· 383. 
ments. 
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c H A P. ments of nature to prevail over his refolution, and he XXXVII, . 
~ agreed to fubfcribe the doCl:nnes of the papal fupremacy 

rss6. and of the real prefence. T .he court, equally perfidious 
and cruel, were determined, that this recantation fhould 
avail him nothing; and they fent orders, that he fhould 
be req uircd to acknowledge his errors in cimrch before 
the whole people, and that he fhould thence be imme-

srfl March. diately earried to execution. Cranmer, whether that he 
had received a fecret intimation of their dei'1gn, or had 
repented of his weaknefs, furprized the audience by a 
contrary declaration. He faid, that he was well apprized 
of the obedience which he owed to his fovereign and the 
laws; but this duty extended no farther than to fubmit 
patiently to their corr:mands, and to bea:r without refifr
ance whatever hardfhips they fhould impofe upon him : 
"that a fuperior duty, the duty which he owed to his , 
Maker, obliged him to fpcak truth on all occafions, and 
not to relinquiili, by a bafe denial, the holy doctrine, 
which the fupreme Being had revealed to mankind : 
That there was one mifcarriage in his life, of which, 
above all others, he feverely repented; the infincere 
declaration of faith, to which he had the weakncfs to 
confent, and which the fear of death alone had extorted 
from him: That he took this opportunity of atoning for 
his error, by a finccre and open recantation; and was 
willing to feal with his blood that doctrine, which he 
firmly believed to be communicated from heaven: And 
that as his hand had erred by betraying his heart, it 
1hould firfl: be punilhed, by a fevere but jufr doom, and 
ihould firfr pay the forfeit of its offences. He was thence 
led to the flake amidfr the infults of the Catholics; and 
having now fummoned up all the force of his mind, 
he bore their fcorn, as well as the torture of his punilh-
ment, with fingular fortitude. He fl:retched out his . 
hand, and without betraying, either by his countenance 

or 
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t( 
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or motions, the leafl: fign of weaknefs or even of feeling, C H A P. 

h h Id · · h n . XXXVII. 
e e It m t e names, t1ll it was entirely confumed. '--.,-.J 

His thoughts feemed wholly occupied with reflections on 1 556• 

his former fault ; and he called aloud feveral time~, This 
hand has offinded. Satisfied with that atonement, he then 

difcovered a ferenity in his countenance ; and when the 

fire attacked his body, he feemed to be quite infenfible of 

his outward fufferings, and by the force of hope and re-

folution to have collected his mind altog ther within it-

felf, and to repel the fury of the flames. It i pretended,. 

that, after his body was confumed, his heart was found 

entire and untouched amidfr the allies ; an event, which, 

as it was the emblem of his confr:mcy, was fondly b .... -

Iieved by the zealous protefrants. He was undoubtedly 

a man of merit ; poifeifed of learning and capacity ; 

and adorned w1th candour, fincerity, and beneficence, 

and all thofe virtues, which were fitted to render him 

ufeful and amiable in fociety. His moral qualities pro-

cured him univerfal rcfpctl: ; and the courage of his 

martyrdom, though he fell £hort of the rigid inflexibility 

obferved in many, made him the hero of the protefrant 

party h. 

AFTER Cranmer's death, cardinal Pole, who had now 

taken priefr's orders, ''::!S infralled in the fee of ~auter

bury; and was thu.; by this office, as well as by his 

commiffion of legate, placed at the head of the church 

of England. But though he was avcrfe to all fangui

nary methods of converting heretics, and deemed the 

reformation of the clergy the more efFcClual, as the more 

laudable expedient for that purpofe i ; he found his au

thority too weak to oppofe the barbarous and bigotted 

difpofition of the queen and of her coun!"ellors. He him

fclf, he knew, had been fufpeCl:ed of Luther::mifin; and 

h Burnet, vol. ii. !?· 33r, 33~, Sec. Godwin, P• 35~· 

~ol. ii. P· l~·h F 5· 
as 
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c H "A. P. as Paul, the reigning pope, was a furious perfecutor XX.A.VJI. 

~and his perfonal enemy, he was prompted, by the mo-
•s56· defty of his difpofition, to referve his credit for other 

occafions, in which he had a greater probability of 
fuccefs k. 

:rss7• Trt£ great object of the' queen was to engage the na-
tion in the war, which was kindled" between France and 

Spain; and cardinal Pole, with many other counfellors, 
openly ::md zealouily oppofeJ this meafure Be:!.d .... s in
fi!l:ing on the marriage articles, which provided againfi: 
fuch an attempt, they reprefented the violence of the do
meftic factions in England, and the difordcred frate of 
the finances; and they foreboded, that the tendency of 
all thefe mcafures was to reduce the kingdom to a total 
dependance on Spanifh counlels. Philip had come to 
London in order to fupport his partizans;_ and he told 
the queen, that, if he were not gratified in fo reafonable 
a requeH·, he never more would iet foot in England. 
This declara!:ion extre~ncly heightened her zeal for pro
moting his intcrefl:s, and overcoming the inflexibility of 
her council. After employing other menaces cf a more 
violent nature, ilie threatened to difmifs ail of them, and 
to appoint counfellqrs more obfeq uious ; yet could fhe 
not procure a vote for declaring war with France. At 
length, one Stafford and fome other confpirators were de
tected in a defign of furprizing Sc::trborough ' ; and a 

confeffion bein.; ex:torted from them, that they had been 
encouraged by Henry in that attempt, th~ queen's im
portunity prevailed ; and it was determined to make this 
aCl: of hoftility, with others of a like fecret a.nd doubt
ful nature, the ground of the quarrel. War was accord-

k Heylin, p. 68, 6g. Burnet, vol. ii. p. 3~7. 
laurnet, vol. ii. p. 3 5 I, Sir James Me! vil's Memoirs, 

I Heylin, p. 7z-. 
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1ngly declared againfl: France; and preparations were c H A P 

h d r k. h k. d xxxvn. every w ere ma e 10r attac mg t at mg om. '--y---iJ 

THE revenue of England at that time little exceeded 1 557· 

300,000 pounds m. Any confiderable fupplies could 
fcarcely be expeB:ecl from parliament, confidering the 

prefent difpofition of the, nation ; and as the war would 
fenfibly diminifh that branch arifing from the cufroms, the 

finances, it was forefeen, would fall fhort even of the ordi-
nary charges of government; and mufi frill more prove un-

equal to the expences of war. But though the queen owed 
great arrears to all her fervants, befides the loans extorted 

from her fubjetl:s, thefe confiderations had no influence 
vrith her; and in order to fupport her warlike preparations, 

fhe continued to levy money in the fame arbitrary and 

violent .manner, which £he had formerly pratl:ifed. She 

obliged the city of London to fupply her with 6o,ooo 
pounds on her hu!band's entry; £he levied before the le-

gal time the fecond year's fubfidy voted by parliament; 

fue iffued anew many privy feals, by which the procured 

loans from her people; and having equipped a :fleet, 
which fhe could not victual by reafon of the dearnefs of 

provifions, fhe feized all the corn fhe could find in Suf-

folk and Norfolk, without paying any price to the own-
ers. By all thefe expedients, a:ffified by the power of 

~re:ffing, fhe levied an army of ten thoufand men, which 
fhe fcnt over to the Low Countries, under the command 

of the earl of Pembroke. Meanwhile, in order to pre

vent any difturbance at home, many of the moil: conii.
derable gentry were thrown into the Tower; and lefl: 
they fhould be known, the Spanifh pracrice was follow
ed: They were either carried thither in the night-time, 

or were hoodwinked and muffled by the guards who con~ 

ducred them n. 

m Roffo, Succeffi d'lnghiltcrra. 

-.·ol. ili. P• 377• 
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n Strype's :Ecd:f, Mahoria!!, 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E ! G L A N D. 

c H A P , TEE kino- of Spain had aflcmbled an army, which, 
XXX V 1 I. f h . <=> .n.. f h ~ 1' n:. d b ""'""f"""w' a ter t e JUncuon o t e .t.ng nu, amountc to a ove 

1557· fixty t~oufand men, conduCted by Philibert, duke of 
Savoy, one of the greatcfr captains of the age. The 
con:ftab1c, Montmorency, who commanded the French 
army, had not half t~c number to oppofe to him. The 
duke of Savoy, after menacing Mariembourg and Ro
croy, fudc.!ertly fat down before St. Qyintin; and as the 
place was weak, ::1nd ill provided with a garrifon, he ex
petted in a few d:1ys to become mafl:er of it. But admi
rd Coligny, governor of the province, thinking his ho
ncur interefred to fave fo important a fortrefs, threw 
himfclf i:1to St. Qlintin, with fome troops of Frenoh 
and Scottifn genfdarmery ; and by ,.his exhortation and 
e:ample animated the foldiers to a vigorous defence. He 
difpatched a mcffenger to his uncle, the confl:able, defi.ring .. 

:roth Aug. a fu·1ply of mq1 ; and that general approached the place 
with his whole army, in order to facilitate the entry of 
thefe fuccours. But the duke of Savoy, falling on 
the reinforcement, did fuch execution upon them, that 

Battle of St. not a!Jove five hundred got into the place. He next 
~inrin. made <m attack on the French army, and put them 

to total rout, killing four thoufand men, and difperfing 
the reil. In this unfortunate action many of the chief 
nobility of France were either flain or taken prifoners: 
Among the latter was the old confl:able himfelf, who, 
fighting valiantly, and refolute to die rather than furvive 
his dcfe2t, · vras furrounded by the enemy, and thus, fell 
alive into their hands. The whole kin2;dom of France 
was thrown into confl:ernation : Paris was attempted to 
be fortified in a hurry : And h~d the Spaniards prefent1 y 
ma~·ched thither, it could not have failed to fall into the'r 
hands. But Philip was of a cautious temper; and he 
determined firfr to take St. Qyintin, in order to fecure a 
communicatiGn with his own dominions, A very little 

time, 
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t~ni.e, it ·was expected, would finiili this enterprize; but c H A P. 

the bravery of Coligny frill prolonged the ficge fcventccn ~~ 
days, which prov"'d the fafcty of France. Some troops IS51• 

were levied and affembled. C~uriers were fcnt to rcc-c..l 

the du~e of Guife aml his army from Italy: And the 
French, having recovered from their firfr panic, put 

themfelves in a pofrure of defence. Philip, after taking 
Ham and Catelet, found the feafon fo far advanced, that 
he could attempt no other entcrprize : He therefore broke 
up his camp and retired to winter-quarters. 

BuT the vigilant activity of Guifc, not fatisfied v,rith 

fecuring the frontiers, prompted him, in the depth of 
winter, to attempt an enterprize, which France, during 
her greatefi: fucceffes,.. had always regai·dcd as impoffible, 
and had never thought of undertaking. Calais was, in 

that age, deemed an impregnable fortrefs ; and as it was 
known to be the favourite of the Ent::-1ifl1 nation, by 

whom it could eafily be fuccoured, th~ recovery of Cat 

place by France was confidered as totally dcfpC;ratc. Butc.Jsis•akc11 

Coligny had remarked, that, as the town of Calais was by the 
French~ 

furrounded with mar.lhes, which, during the winter, 

were impaffable, except over a dyke guatclcJ by two 
cafl:les, St. Agatha and N cwnam bridgf'; the Engiilh 
were of late accuftomed, on account of the lowncfs of 
their finances, to difmifs a great part of the garrifc. at 
the end of autumn, and to recal them in the fpring, at 

which time alone they judged their attendance necdi1.ry. 
On this circumfrance he had founJed the dcfign of mak
ing a fudden attack on Calais; he had caufed the place 
to be fecretly viewed by fome enginec s; ~·1' ~ 1 ... ian of 
the whole enterprize being found among ·.is pae~rs, !t 
ferved, though he himfelf was made prifoner on ue 
taking of St. Q!lintin, to fuggefr the projetl: of that 

undertaking, and to direB: the rneafur s cf the duke of 

Guife~ 
F f 2 
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C H A P. SEVERAL bodies of troops defiled towards the fron .. 
XXXVII. ' 
.._,___,tiers on various pretences; and the whole being fuddenly 

1 558. affembled, formed an army, with which Guife made an 
uncxpeB:cd march towards Calais. At the fame time a 

great number of French ihips, beiug ordered into the 
channel, under colour of cruifing on the Engliih,. com
pofed a Reet which made an attack by fea on the fortifi
cations. The French affaulted St. Agatha with three 
thoufand harquebufiers; and though the garrifon made a 
vigorous defence, they were foon obliged to abandon the 
place, and retreat to N ewnam bridge. The fiege of this 
latter p1ase was immediately undertaken, and at the 
fame time the fleet battered the rifbank, which guarded 
the entry of the harbour ; and both thefe cafrles feemed 
expofed to imminent danger. The governor, lord Went
worth, was a brave officer; but finding that the greater 
part of his weak garrifon was enclofed in the cafl:le of 
Newnam bridge and the rifbank, he ordered them to ca
pitubte, and to join him in Calais, which, without their 
affifi:ancc, he was utterly unable to defend. The gar
rifon of N ewnam bridge was fo happy as to effeCtuate 
this purpofe ; but that of the rifbank could not obtain 
fuch favourable conditions, and were obliged to furren
~ rr at difcretion. 

THE duke of Guife, now holding Calais blockaded 
by fea and land, thought himfelf fecure of fucceeding 
in Ius enterprize; but in order to prevent all accident~ 
l1e delaycJ not a moment the attack of the place. He 
planted his batt~ries againfr the cafl:le, where he made a 
large breach; and having ordered Andelot, Coligny'i 
brother, to drain the foffee, he commanded an affault, 
which fucceeded; and the French made a lodgment in 
the cafile. On the night following, Wentworth at
tempted to recover thi~ poft; but havin& lofl: two hun-

dr,;d 
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Jred men in a furious attack which he made upon it o, C H A P. 

h r d h' ·r r k h h . XXXVII, e 1oun 1s garn1on 10 wea , t at e was obliged to ~ 
capitulate. Ham and Guifnes fell foon after; and thus 1ss8. 
the duke of, Guife, in eight days, during the depth of 
winter, made himfelf mafter of this ftrong fort;·efs, that 

had cofl: Edward Ill. a :liege of eleven months, at the 

head of a numerous army, which had, ti1at very year, 

been viCl:ori0us in the battle of Creffy. The Engli!h 

had held it above two hundred years; and as it gave 

them an eafy ent7 into France, it was regarded as the 

mofl: important poifeffion belonging to the crown. Th<1 

joy of the French was extreme, as ·well as the glory 
acquired by G uife, who, at the time when all Europe 

imagined France to be funk by the unfortunate battle of 

S . Ol1intin, had, in oppofition to the Engli{h, and their 

allies, the S9aniards, acquired pofleffion of a place, 

which no former king of France, even during the dif

traB:ions of th~ civil w:1rs J between the hou1es of York 

and Lancafier, h:-.d ever ventured to attempt. The Eng-

lifh, on the other hand, bereaved of this valuable fortrefs, 

murmured loudly againft the improviJence of the queen 

and her council ; who, after engaging in a fruitlefs war, 

for the fake of foreign intcrefts, had thus cxpofed the 

nation to fo fevere a difgrace. A treaf~.lfY exh:m£l:eJ by 

expences, and burthened with debts ; a people di 'idcd 

and dejected; a fovereign negligent of her people's wel-
. fare ; were circumft:mces which, notwithi1anding the 

fair offers and promifes of Philip, gav.~ them fmall hopes 
of recovering Calais. And as the Scots, inHigated by 

French councils, began to move on the l:orders, they 
were now nece:ffitated rather to look to their defence at 

home, than to think of foreign conquefl:s. 

AFTER the peace, which, ~n confequcnce of king Ed- ~fl'.lirs o 

ward's treaty with Henry, t ok place between Scotland c.odand 

e> Thuan. Jib, xx. ea?. ~.. , 

Ff3 and 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 

C r-r A P•and England, the queen-dowager, on pretence of vifit-
XXXVli. . , 1 J . d . 
\....--v-__. mg her da~ghter and 11cr re atwns, ma e a JOurney to 

~ss:>. France, and fhe carried along with her the earls of 
Hunt1ey, Sutherland, Marifchal, and many of the prin
cipal nobility. Her fecret defign was to take meafures for 
cnzaging the earl of Arran to refign to her the govern
ment of the kingdom; and as her brothers, the duke of 
Guife, the cardinal of Lorraine, and the duke of Au
male, had uncontrouled influence in the court of France, 
!he eafily perfuadcd Henry, and, by his authority, the 
Scottiih noblcs, to enter into her meafures. Having al
fo gained Carncgy of Kinnaird, Panter, bifhop of Rofs, 
and Gavin Hamilton, commendator of Kilwinning, 
three creatures of the governor's, ihe perfuaded him, 
by their means, to confent to this refignation P; and when 
every thing was thus prepared for her purpofe, ihe took a 
journey to Scotland, and pafled through England in her 
way thither. Edward received her with great refpetl: and 
civility; thot:.gh he could not forbear attempting to renew 
the old treaty for his marriage with her daughter: A 
marriage, he faid, fo happily calculated for the tranquil
fty, interefr, and fecurity of both kingdoms, and the 
only means of enfuring a durable peace between them. 
For his part, he added, he never could entertain a cor
dial amity for any other hufband whom fhe fhould choofe; 
nor vvas it cafy for him to forgive a man, who, at the 
fame time that he difappointed fo natural an alliance, 
had bereaved him of a bride, to whom his affections, 
from his ~arliefl: infancy, had been entirely engaged. 
'rhc queen eluded thefe applications, by telling him, 
ti1at, if any meafures had been taken difagreeable to him~ 
they were entirely owing to the imprudence of the duke 
of Son:erfet, who, infi:cad of employing courtefy, ea~ 
reffes, and gentle offices, the proper means of gaining a 

P Buchan:~nJ lib, xiv, Keith, p. 56• Spotfwood
1 

p. 9Z· 

young 
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young princefs, had h::td recourfe to arms and violence, C H A. P. 

d I d 
n.. · d ·

1 
s ·JL b.,. . .r d . xxxvn. 

an 1a con,u·~nne t 1c cottnu no mty to ten thc1r ~ 
fovereign into France, in o:-der to intercfi: that kinrrdom 1558• 

in proteCting their liberty and independance 1. 

0 

WHEN the queen-dowager arrived in Sco land, fhe 

found the governor very unwillinO' to fulfil his enrrao-e-o 0 b 

ments; and it was not till after many delays that he 

could be perfuaded to rcfign his authority. But finding 
that the majority of the young princefs was approachins:, 
and that the queen-dowager had gained the affections ~f 
all th~ principal nobil" ty, he thought it more prudent to 

fubmit ; and having fiipulated, that he !hould be declared 
next heir to the crown, and fhould be freed from giving 
any account of his pail adminifl:ration, he placed her 

in poffeffion of the power; and fue thenceforth affumed 
the name of regent r. It w·as a ufual faying of this 
princefs, that, proviued fhe could rci1Ucr her friends 
happy, and could ePfme to hcrfclf a good rcput~.tion, 
fhe was entirely indiffer '"" t what bcfcl her; ::tnd though 
this fentiment is greatly cenfured by the zcnlous reform
ers s, as being founded wholly on fccular motives, it 
clifcovers a mind well calculated for the gO\·ernment of 
kingdoms. D'Oifel, a Frenchman, celebrated for capa

city, had attended her as ambaffador from Henry, bat in 
reality to affifl: her with his counfels in fo dc1icate an un
dertaking as the adminifl:ration of Scotland ; and t-his 
man had formed a fchcme for laying a general tax on 
the kingdom, in order to fupport a fianding military 

force, which might at once repel the inroads of foreign 
enemies, and check the turbulence of the Scottifh nobl c>s. 

But thouR:h fome of the courtiers were gained over to 

this projeEt, it. gave great and general difcontcnt to the 
nation; and the queen-regent, after ing r.uouHy con

fcffing, that it would prove pernicious to the kingdom 

q Keith, p. S.9• 
r u,th April, I5S4-• 

:Ff4 

• Ynox, p ~ • 
kd 
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c H A P. hJd the prudence to defifl: from it, and to trufr entirely 
~~ for her fecurity to the good-will and aff--ctions of her 

1558. fub_ic"crs t. 

THIS laudable purpofe feemed to be the chief object 
of h'er- adminifl:ration ; yet was ihe fometimes drawn 
from it by her connexions with France, and by the in
fluence which her brothers had acquired over her. When 
lHary commenced hofi:ilities againft that kingdom, Henry 
required the queen-regent to take part in the quarrel; 
and fhe fummoned a convention of ftates at N ewbottfe, 
and requefl:ed them to concur in a declaration of war 
againfr England. The Scottiili nobles, who were be ... 
come as jealous of French as the Englifh were of Spanifh 
influence, refufed their a!fent; and the queen was ob
liged to have recourfe to ftratagem, in order to effectuate 
her purpofc. She ordered d'Oifel to begin fome fortifi
cations at Eyemouth, a place which had been difmantled 
by the bfl: treaty with Edward; and when the garrifon 
of Berwick, as 1he forefaw, made an inroad to prevent 
the undertaking, fhe effectually employed this pretence 
to inflame the Scottiili nation, and to engage them in 
hofrilities againfl: England u. The enterprizes, however, 
of the Scots proceeded no farther than fome inroads on the 
borJ~rs: vVhen d'Oifel, of himfelf, conducted artil
lery and troo!Js to befiege the cafl:le of W erke, he was 
recalled, and fharply rebuked by the council w. 

Marriage of IN order to connect Scotland more clofely with France, 
the dauphin and to encrcafe the influence of the latter kinbcrdom, it an.:! the 

· queen of was thought prop~r by Henry to celebrate the marriage 
Scots, between the young queen and the dauphin; and a de-

putation 'was fent by the Scotti!h parliament, to affifi: at 
the ceremony, and to fettle the terms of the contract. 
This deputation confifl:ed of the archbi1hop of Glafgow, 

t K ith, p. 70. 
lib, xix. c, 1• 

Buchanan, lib. xvi. 

w Knox, P• 93• 
u Buchanan, lib, xvi, Thuan. 

th~ 
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the bilhops of Rofs and the Orkneys, the earls of Rothes C H A P. 

and Caffilis, the lords Fleming and Seton, James Stuart: ~ 
prior of St. Andrews, natural brother to the queen, and 155~. 
Erfkine of Dun. The pri;1cipal conditions, recom-

mended to thefe commiffioners, were to obtain ~ folemn 

engagement from the queen and dauphin, that they 

would preferve the laws and privileges of Scotland, and 
to procure a renewal of the French king's promife, to 

fupport, in cafe of the queen's death, the fucceffion of 
the earl of Arran, now created duke of Chatelraut. 

Both of thefe conditions were eafily obtained; but the 

court of France took a very perfidious ftcp, direCl:ly con-

trary to this fiipulation : They fecretly engaged the 

young queen to fign three papers ; by one of which :£he 
made over the kingdom of Scotland in gift to the king 

of France, in cafe of her demife without ehildren; by 

another, :£he mortgaged it to him for a million of crowns 

of gold, or fuch greater fum as he fhould have expended 

for her maintenance and fupport; and by a third ihe de-

clared, that whatever deed lhe had been obliged, or 

:£hould hereafter be obliged to perform, relative to the 

fucce:llion of the crown, fuould be entirely invalid, and 
that her real fcnfe and intention was contained in the 

fidl: paper. The marriage was folemnized at Paris : 2.-tth April,· 

The commiffioners, in the name of the ftates of Scotland, 

fwore allegiance to the queen, and, during the continu-

ance of the marriage, to the king-dauphin, fo he was 

called: And every thing fcemed to proceed with great 

unanimity and concord. But the commiffioners, being 

required to deliver up the crown, and other enfigns of 

royalty, made anfv,rer, that they had received no autho-

rity for that purpoie; and they foon after fet out on their 

journey for Scotland. It is :emarkable~ that, be~ore 
t ey embC\r ed, four of the nme commtffioners, d1ed, 

within a few days of each other; and a violent, though 
. ~fu~ 
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C H A P. aLfurd fufpicion prevailed, that they had been poifoned 
XXXVII. d l" "1 f G . r. f h :-,1'-....J by or ers from the 1am1 y o u11e, on account o t at 

1
55

8
• r fufal x. It was not confidered, that this accident, how

ever rare, might have happened by the courfe of nature ; 
and that the prefcnt feafon, though not attended with any 
pefrilential diforder, was, to a remarkable degree, un
healthy all over Europe. 

~oth Jan. 

A parlia-
toent, 

THE clofe alliance between France and Scotland 
threatened very nearly the repofe and fecurity of .l\1ary; 
and it '\-Vas forefeen, that, though the factions and difor
ders, which might naturally be expected in the Scotti!h 
government during the abfence of the fovereign, would 
make its power lefs formidable, that kingdom would at 
leafr afford to the French a means of invading England. 
The queen, therefore, found it neceifary to fummon a 
parliament, and to demand of them fome fupplies to her 
exhaufred exchequer. As fuch an emergency ufually 
gives great advantage to the peopie, and as the parlia-
ments, during this reign, had lhewn, that, where the 
liberty and independenc:y of the kingdom was menaced 
with imminent danger, they were not entirely overawed 
by the court; we fhall naturally expect, that the late ar
bitrary methods of extorting money .fl1ould, at le1Pc, be 
cenfured, and, perhaps, fome remedy be for the future 
provided againfr them. The commons, however, with
out making any reflections on the pafr, voted, befides a 
fifteenth, a fubfid y of four fhillings in the pound on 
land, and two !billings and eight pence on goods. The 
clergy granted eight /hillings in the pound, payable in 
four years by equal portions. 

THE parliament alfo paifed an aCt, confirming ail the 
falcs and grants of crown lands, which either were al
ready made by the queen, or fhould be made during the 

x Buchanan, lib, xv~. Keith, p. 75• Spotf\'l·ood, p. 95• 

fevell 
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fcven enfuing years. It was cafy to forcfcc, that, in the C H A P. 
' {( td'r. r. · ,r_ - · , . XXXVII. 

quee s preen 11ponttm-:. ana Htua~1cn, tms power would """''~ 
be followed by a great aEcn::!tion of the royal dcmcfnes ; 155~ 
and nothing couH be more contrary to the principles of 

good government, than to efrabliih a prince with very 

extenfive authority, and yet permit him to be reduced to 

beggary. This aCl: met 'with oppofition in the houfe of 
commons. One Copley cxprcfled his fears left the queen, 

under colour of the power there granted, might alter the 

fucceffion, and alienate the crown from the lawful heir: 

But his words were thought irreverent to her majefl:y: 
He was committed to the cufrody of the ferjeant at arms; 

and though he expreffed forrow for his offence, he was 

not releafed, till the queen was applied to for his par-

don. 
THE Englifu nation, during this whole reign, were un-

der great apprehen!i.ons, with regard not only to the fuc

ceffion, but the life, of the lady Elizabeth. The violent 

hatred, which the queen bore to her, broke out on every 

occafion ; and it required all the authority of Philip, as 

well as her own great prudence, to prevent the fatal effcth 

of it. The princefs retired into the country; and know

ing that ih2 was furrounded with fpies, fhe pafled her 
time wholly in reading and fl:udy, intermeddled in no 

bufincfs, and f::nv very little company. Vlhile fhe re
mained in this fituat!on, wh!ch for the prefent was me

lancholy, but v.·hich prepared her mind for thofe great 
aCtions, by which her life was afterwards fo much dif

tinguiilied ; propofals of marriage were made to her by 

the Swedifh ambaffador, in his mafier's name. As her 

firfl: quefl:ion was, whether the queen had been informed 

of thefe propofals ; the amba{[1.dor told her, that his ma

fier thought, as he vl'as a gentleman, it was his duty fidl: 
to make his addrdfcs to hcrfelf; and having obt:1i1 ed her 

confent, he would ne;xt, as a king, apply to h,.r fifter. 
!Jut 
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C H A P. But the princefs would allow him to proceed no farther; 
XXXVII. d , f h l . h fi h' . n_ f V"' ~ an tne q uecn, a ter t an cmg er or t IS mn:ance o 

xsss. duty, deilred to know how fhe Hood afFeCted to the Swed
ifh propofals. Elizabeth, though expofed to many pre
fent dangers and mortifications, had the magnanimity to 
referve herfelf for better fortune ; and fhe covered her 
refufal with profeffions of a paffionate attachment to a 

:fingle life, which, fhe faid, fhe infinitely preferred be
fore any other Y. The princefs :fhowed like prudence in 
concealing her fentiments of religion, in complying with 
the prefent modes of wodhip, and in eluding all quefl:ions 
with regard to that delicate fubjecr z. 

THE money, granted by parliament, enabled the queen 
to fit out a £eet of a hundred and forty fail, which, be
ing joined by thirty Flemifh :lhips, and carrying fix· thou
fand land forces on board, was fent to make an attempt 
on the coafl: of Britanny. The fleet was commanded by 
lord Clinton; the land forces by the earls of Huntingdon 
and Rutland. But the equipment of the fleet and army 
was fo dilatory, that the French got intelligence of the 
defign, and were prepared to receive them. The Engliih 
found Brefr fo well guarded as to render an attempt on 
that place impratlicable; but landing at Conquet, they 

Y Burnet, vol. ii, Colle.."l:. No 37• 

z The common net at that time, fays S!r Richard Baker, for catching of 
protefiants, v.·as the real prefence; anJ this net was ufed to catch the lady 
Elrzabeth: For being aiked one time what the thought of the words of Chrift, 
'Ibis iJ my body, whether fh~ thought it the true body of Chrilt that was in 
the facrament; it is faid, that, after fomc paufing, lhe thus anfwered: 

Chrift was the word that fpake it; 
He took the bread and brake it ; 
.And what the word did make it, 
That I believe and take it. 

Which, though .it may feem but a flight expreffion, yet bath it more folidnefs 
than at firlt fight :1ppears; at leaft, it ferved her turn at that time, to efcape 

the net, which by direCt anfwer fhe could not have done, Baker's Chroni
cle, p. 320, 

plundered 
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plundered and burnt the town, with fome adjacent vil- c H A P. 

I · d d' t · d'r d XXXVII. ages, an were procee mg o comm1t greater 11or ers, ~ 
vhen Kerfimon, a Breton gentleman, at the head of 1 ss&. 

fome militia, fell upon them, put them to rout, and 
drove them to their fhips with confiderable lo[<;. But a 
fmall fquadron of ten Englifh fhips had an opportunity 

of amply revenging this difgrace upon the French. The 
marefchal de Thermes, governor of Calais, had made art 
irruption into Flanders, with an army of fourteen thou-
fand men ; and having forced a paffage over the river Aa, 

had taken Dunkirk, and Berg St. Winoc, and had ad-

vanced as far as Newport. But count Egmont coming 
fuddenly upon him, with fuperior forces, he was obliged 
to retire; and being overtaken by the Spaniards near 
Gravelines, and finding a battle inevitable, he chofe very 

fkilfully his ground for the engagement. He fortified his 
left wing with all the precautions poffible ; and poil:ed 
his right along the river Aa, which, he reafonably 

thought, gave him full fecurity from that quarter. But 

the Englifh £hips, which were accidentally on the coafr, 
being drawn by the noife of the firing, failed up the ri-
ver, and flanking the French, did fuch execution by their 
artillery, that they put them to flight; and the Spaniards 

gained a complete viCl:ory a. 

MEANWHILE the principal army of France, under the 
duke of Guife, and that of Spain, under the duke of Sa
voy, approached each other on the frontiers of Picardy; 
and as the two kings bad come into their refpeEtive camps, 

attended by the flower of their nobility, men expeCl:ed, 
that fome great and important event would follow, from 
the emulation of thefe warlike nations. But Phil;p, 
though aB::uated by the ambition, poffe!fed not the en
terprize, of a conqueror ; and he was willing, notwith
ftanding the fuperiority of his numbers, and the t\VO 

great 
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C H A l' ·great victories, which he had gained at St. Qyintin and 
XXXVII. G . . d b N .~... ravelmes, to put a peno to the war y treaty. ego .. 

1558. ciations were entered into for that purpofe; and as the 
terms offered by the two monarchs were fomewhat wide 
of each other, the armies were put into winter-quarters, 
till the princes could come to better agreement. Among 
other conditions, Henry demanded the re:fi:itution of N a
varre to its lawful owner; Philip that of Calais and its 
territory to England : But in the mid:fi: of thefe negoci ... 
ations, news arrived of the death of queen Mary; and 
PhiJip, no longer connected with England, began to relax 
in his firmnefs on that capital article. This was the only 
circumff:ance that could have made the death of tha~ prin ... 
cc{s be regretted by the nation. 

lVlAR Y had long been in a declining fiatc of health; 
and having mifrakcn her dropfy for a pregnancy, the had 
made ufc of an improper regimen, and her malady daily 
nugmentcd. Every reflection now tormented her. The 
confcioufncfs of being hated by her fubjeB:s, the profpect 
of Elizabeth's fucccffion, apprchenfions of the danger to 
which the catholic religion frood expofed, dejection for 

I the lofs of Calais b, concern for the ill :fi:ate of her affairs, 
and, above all, anxiety for the abfence of h~r huiband, 
who, fhe knew, intended foon to depart for Spain, and 
to fettle there during the remainder of his life: All thefe 
melancholy reflections preyed upon her mind, and threw 

·n"ath of the her into a lingering fever, of which fhe died, after a 
~;~~nNov. ihort and unfortunate reign of five years, four months, 

and eleven days. 

IT is net neceifary to employ many words in Jrawing 
the charaCler of this princefs. She poifeued few qualities 
either efl:imable or amiable; and her perfon was as little 
engaging as her behaviour and addrefs. Obfiinacy, bi-

b Th~ lofs of CalJis fo much ae·~aed her, that lhe faid to her at~endants, 
that when fhe was dcad1 they v.ou!d f.nd Calais at her heart, 

1 
gotry, 
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gotry, violence, cruelty, malignity, revenge, tyranny; C H .. ,.~· • 
• 11 f 1 h . .0.. k . r. f XXA V'II. 

every c1rcumuance o 1er c ara..:.Ler too~ a tmcture rom ...__,._J 
her bad temper and narrow underfl:anding. And amidfr 155s. 

that complication of vices, which entered into her com-

pofition, we C.'1all fcarcely find any virt e but fincerity; 

a quality, which fhe fccms to have maintained through-

out her whole life ; except in the beginning of her reign, 

when the ncccffity of her affairs obliged her to make fome 

promifes to the protdbnts, which :fhe cer ainly never in-

tended to perform. But in thcfc cafes a weal: bigotted 

woman, under the government of priefrs, cafily finds ea ... 

fuifiry fufficient to juftify to hcrfelf the violation of -:m 
engagement. She appears al!o, a'"' ~,ell as her father, to 

have been fufceptible of fome attachm~nts of friendiliip; 

and that without the caprice and inccnfl:ancy, which 

were fo remarkable ·n the conduct of that monarch. To 

which we may add, that, i11 ma1~y circt.:m:G:ances of her 

life, £he gave in ications of refoluticn and vigour of 

mind; a quality, whic 1 feems to have been inherent in 

her family. 
CARDINAL Pole had long been in a declining Rate of 

health from an intermitting fever; and he died the fame 

day with the queen, <>.bout fixtecn h~urs after her. 'The 

benign charaCler of th:~ prelate, the mo<.lefly and huma

nity of his deportmet~t, m~d8 him be univerfally belo·red; 

infomuch that, in a nation, where the mofi: furious perfe

cution was carried on, and where the mofr viol,.,nt religious 

factions prevailed, entire juftice, even by mofr cf the re

formers, has been done to his mc:tit. The haug!1ty pon

tiff, Paul IV. had entertained fome prejudices againft 

him : And when England declare war againfr Henry, 

the ally of that pope, he feized the opportunity of re

venge;. ar:d revoking Pole's kgantine commiffion, ap

point~d in hi!; room cardina. Pc:;to, ~n obfervantine f;-iar 

and confdfur to tl.e qu-:en. But I "ry would never per-
mit 
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c H A P. mit the new legate to atl: upon the commiffion ,· and Paul 
X XXVII. '-
'----r--J was afterwards obliged to reflore cardinal Pole to his au-

1553· thority. 

THERE occur few general remarks, befides what have 
already been made in the courfe of our narration, with 
regard to the ' general Hate of the kingdom during this . 
reign. The naval power of England was then fo incon ... 
fiderable, that fourteen thoufand pounds being ordered to 
be applied to the fleet, both for repairing and victualing 
it, it was co~puted, that ten thoufand pounds a year 
would afterwards anfwer all neceffary charges c. The 
arbitrary proceedings of. the queen, above-mentioned, 
joined to many monopolies granted by this princefs, as 
weil as by her father, checked very much the growth of 
commerce; a~d fo much the more, as' all other princes in 
Europe, either were not permitted, or did not find- it necef
fary, to proceed in fo tyrannical a manner. Acts of par .. 
"liament, both in the lafl: reign and in the beginl)ing of 
the .prefent, had laid the fame impofitions on the mer
chants of the :fiill-yard as on other aliens: Yet the queen, 
immediately after her marriage, complied with the folici
tations of the emperor, and, by her prerogative, fufpend
ed thofe laws cr. No body in that age pretended to que ... 
frion this excrcife of prerogative. The hifrorians are 
entirely filent with regard to it; and it is only by the 
collection of public papers that it is handed down to us. 

AN abfurd law had been made in the preceding reign, 
by which every one was p:-ohibited from making cloth 
unlefs he had fcrved an ap~ renticdhip for feven years .. 
The law was repealed in the firfr year of the queen ; 
and this plain reafon given, that it had occafioned 
the decay of the woollen manufactory, and had ruined 
fcveral towns c. It is ftrange t.hat Edward's law 1hould 

c Burnet, vol. iii. p. 259. 
e I .Mar, ParJ, 2, cap. 7• 

c Rymcr, vol; xv. p. 364. 

have 



M A R Y. 44-9 

have been revived during the reign of Elizabeth; and frill c H A P. 

more ftrange, that it fhould frill fubfifi. ~ 
A PASSAGE to Archangel had been difcover'ed by the xssS. 

Englilh during the lafi reign ; aiid a bencfic~al trade with 

Mufcovy had been efrablifhcd. A folcmn embafiy ~vas 
fent by the czar to queen l\tlary. The ambaft~dors were 
fhipwrecked on the coafr of Scotland ; but being hofpi

tably entert::tined there, they proceeded on the:r journey, 

and were received at Londoh with great pomp and fo
lenmity r.. This feems to have been the firfr intercourfe, 

which that empire had with any of the wefrcrn pot~ntate~ 

of Europe. 
A LAw was pa£red in this reign g' by which the num-

ber of horfes, arms, and furn~ture, was fixed, which each 
perfon, according to the extent of his property, fhould 

be provided with for the defence (f the kingdom. A man 
of a thoufand pounds a year, for infiance, was obliged to 

· maintain at his own charge fix horfes fit for dcmi-lances; 

of which three at leafi: to be furnifhcd with fufficient har

ncfs, freel faddles, and weapons proper for.. the demi
bnces ; and ten light horfes fit for light horfcmcn, with 

furniture and weapons proper for them : He wqs obliged 
to ha~e f~rty codlets furni!hed ; fifty almain revets, or 

infiead of them, forty coats of plate, codlets or brigan

dines furnifhed ; · forty pikes, thirty long bows, thirty 

fheafs of arrows, thirty freel caps or fkulls, twenty bbck 
bills or halberts, twenty haquebuts, and t\vcnty m01·ions 
or fallets. We m<•Y remark, th~t a. tr.:m cf a thouf;md 

marks of :ftock was rated equal to 011e of t\VO hundred 

poun~s a year : A proof that fc.vv or none at that time 

lived on their ftock in money, and that great profits v;cre 

made by the merchants in the c01n·Cc of trade. There ili 

no clafs above a thoufand pounds a year. 

f HoJiing!heJ, p. 73'Z· Heylin, p. ;t. 

cap. z. 

VoL. IV. G g 

I! ot 8.:5 Phi!. & Mar. 

\V.E 
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c H A P. WE may form a notion of the little progrefs in arts and xxxvu. 
, refinement about this time from one circumftance: A 

1sss. m::m of no lefs rank than the comptroller of Edward VI.'s 
houfehold payed only thirty £billings a year of our prefent 
money for his houfe in Channel Row h : Yet labour and 
provifions, and confcCJ.UCntly houfes, were only about a 
third of the prcf:::nt price. Erafmus afcribes the frequent 
plagues in England to the nafiinefs and dirt and flovenly 
habits :::mong the people. " The floors," fays he, " are 
" commonly of clay, ihewed with ruihes, under which 
" lies unmolefi d an ancient colleCl:ion of beer, greafc, 
" fragments, bones, fpittle, excrements of dogs and 
" cats, and every thing that is na:fi:y i," 

HoLLINGSHEn, who lived in queen Elizabeth's reign, 
gives a very curious account of the plain or . rather rude 
way of living of the preceding generation. There fcarcely 
was a chimney to the houfes, even in confiderable towns : 
The fire was kindled by the wall, and the fmoke fought 
its way out at the roof, or door, or windows: The 
houfes were nothing but watling, plaiitered over with 
clay: The people flcpt on ftraw pallets, and had a good 
round log undu their head, for <!- piliow; and almoft all 
the furniture and utenfils were of wood 1c. 

IN this reign \VC find the firfr general law with regard 
to highv1ays, which were appointed to be repaired by pa
rifh duty all over E:~gland 1• 

11 Nicholfcn's .Hillorical Library. i Eraf. Epift. 43~. 
k See ncte [ S J at the cr.d of the volun;e, l z & 3 Phi1, & Mo.r. 

cap. S, 
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N 0 T E [A], p. 34· 

PR 0 TEST ANT writers have imagined, that, becaufe 

a man could pUl·chafe for a fhilling an indulgence for the 

moll: enormous and unheard-of crimes, there muH: ncceffarily 

have enfued a total diffolution of morality, and c:mfequently 

of civil fociety, from the pratlices of the Romiih church. 
They do not confider, that, after all thefe indulgences were 

promulgated, there frill remained (befides Hell-fire) the pu

nifhment by the civil magiHra~e, the infamy of the world, and 

fecret rernorfes of confcience. which are the great motives 

that operate on mankind. The philofophy of Cicero, who 

allowed of an E&fium, but rejetted all ~artarus, was a much 

more univerfal indulgence than that preached by //rcemboldi 

or CJ'etzel: Yet nobody will fufpcEt Cicero of any defign to 

promote immorality. The fale of indulgences fcems, here

fore, no more criminal than auy other l:heat of the church of 

Rome, or of any other churc 1. The reformers, by entirely 

abolifhing purgatory, did really, 1nHead ofpar ial indulgences . 

fold by the pope, give, gratis, a general indulgence, of a fimilar 
nature, for all crimes and offences, without exception or dif

tinaion. The fouls, once configned to Hell, were never 

fuppofed to be redeemable by any p1 i:e. There is on record 

only one in{b.nce of a damned foul that was faved, and that 

by the fpccial interceilion of the Virgin. An indu1gence faved 

the perfon, who purcht~.ftJ it, from purgatory o:1ly. 
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NOTE [BJ, p.48. 

I T is faid, that when Henry heard that the commons made 

a great difficulty of granting the required fupply, he was 

fo provoked, that he fent for Edward Montague, one of the 

members, who had a c~nfiderable influence on the houfe; and 

he being introduced to his majefty, had the mortification to 

hear him fpeak in thefe words : Ho ! ma1z! c-...vill they not juifer 

my bill to pafi? And laying his hand on Montague's head, 

who was then Ol'l his knees before him: Get my bill pa.f!ed b.J 

to morrow, or clje to-morrow this head ofy{jurs Jhall be ojf. This 

cavalier manner of Henry fucceeded: For next day the bill 

pdl~d. Col/ins's Eritijh peerage. Grove's life of T!'olfiy. 
\Ve are told by Hall, fol. 3 8. That cardinal 'Volfey endea

voured to terrify the citizens of London into the gener::tlloan, 

exatled in 152), and told them plainly, that it wert tetter, 

that fame Jhould fi1Jcr i11digence, thmz tbat the king at tl·is time· 

Jhould lack; and therefore beware and rfjifl n{jt, not· rujjie not hz 

this cafi, for it 1.'W)' fortu11e to cojljome people thei1· leads. Such 
W<!S the it) le employed by this king and his miniftcrs. 

N 0 T E [CJ, p. 94· 

T HE fir~ article of th~ charge again~ the cardinal is his 

procunng the legantme power, \vh1ch, howcv:er, as it 
w<!.scert~:in1y done with the king'sconfent and permiffion, could 

be nowife criminal. l':Iany of the other articles alfo regard 

the mere e~:ercife of that power. Some articles impute to him 
as crimes, p:1r~;:::ular aCtions, \vhich were natu'fal or unavoid

able to any man, that was prime miniller with fo un]imited 

an authority; fuch as receiving firfl: all letters from the ki:1g's 

miniflers c;brcad, receiving firil: all vifits from foreign mini

Hers, defi.ring th:lt all applications ihould be made through 

him. He was al(o ~ccufcd of naming himfdf \vlth the king, 

as if he had been his fellow, thi ki1lg- and I: J t is reported 

t.h:;,t fometii!r~.:i he even put hi!! own name before the king's, 

ego t'f ro: m,;;s. Rut this moJe of exprefiion is juflifil:!d bv th« 
L:J.tin idiom. lt is remarkable, that his whifpering i;1 the 
king's ear, l:nowir1g him1elf to be afrected with veneJeal dif

tempcrs, is an ilrtide againit him. Many of the charges are 

~em:ral, 
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general, and incapable of proo£ Lord Herbert goes fo far as 

to affirm, that no man ever fell from fo high a fl:ation, who 

had fo few real crimes objected to him. This opinion is per

haps a little too favourable to the cardinal. Yet the refutation 

of the articles by Cromwel, and their being rejected by a hcufe 

of commons even in this arbitrary reign, is almoft a dernor.

fl:ration of \Volfey's innocence. Henry was, no doubt, en

tirely bent on his deihuction, when, on his failure by a parli

amentary impeachment, he attacked him upon the fi:atute of 

prcvifors, which afforded him fo little jufi hold on that mini

fter. For that this indictment was fubfequcnt to the attack in 

parliament, appears by Cavendi!h's life of\Volfey, and Stowe, 

p. 55 I, and more certainly by the very articles of impt:ach

ment themfelvcs. Parliamentary Hifl:ory, vol. iii. p. 42. ar

ticle 7· Coke's Inft. rt. +· fol. 89 . 

. N 0 T E [DJ, p. 102. 

E VI. N judging of this quellion by the Scripture, to which 
the app~al was every moment made, the arguments for 

.the king's caufc appear but lame and imperfect. Marriage in 

the degree of affinity v;hich had place bcn,·een Henry and 

Catherine, is, inc!eed, prohibited in Leviticus; but it is na

tural to interpret that prohibition as a part of the Jewiih ce

remonial or municipal law : And though it is there faid, in 
the concld1on, that the gentile nations, by violating thofe 

degrees of confan:;uinity, had incurred the divine clifpleafurc, 

the exte!1fi0:1 of this maxim to every prccife cafe before fpcci

j1ed, is fuppof:ng the Scriptures to be compofed with a minute 

accuracy and precifion, to ... vhich, we know with certainty, 

the f::cred penmen did not think proper to confine themfel ... ·es. 

The defcent of mankind from one common father, obliged 

the:11, in the ftrH: generation, to mar_ry i.n the neareft degrees 

of conf<tnguir:ity : lnftances of a li~e nature occur among the 

patriarchs : And the marriage of a brother's widow was, in 
<:crtain c::fes, not only permitted, but even enjoined as a po

iitivc precept by the Mofaicallaw. It is in vain to fay, that 

this precept was an exception to the rule; and an exception 

confined merely t·o the Jcwi!h nation. rJ he inference is Hill 
·ufl, that [uch a marriage can contain no natura1 or moral 

G g 3 turpitude; 
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turpitude ; otherwife God, who is the author of all purity. 
would never, in any cafe, have enjoined it. 

NOTE [EJ, p. 112. 

B ISH 0 P BURN E T has given us an account of the 
number of balls rcquifite for Cranmer's infiallation. By 

one bull, direCted to the king, he is, upon the royal nomina
tion, made arc!1bifhop ofCanterbury. By a fecond, diretl:ed 
to himfelf, he is alfo made archbifhop. By a third, he is ab
folved from all cenfures. A fourth, is to the fuffragans, re
quiring them to receive and acknowledge him as archbifhop. 
A fifth to the dean and chapter, to the fame purpofe. A fixth 
to the clergy of Canterbury, A feventh to all the laity in his 
fee. An eighth to all that held lands of it, By a ninth he 
was ordered to be confecrated, taking the oath that wos in 
the pontifical. By a tenth the pall was fent him. By an 
eleventh, the archbifhop of York, and the bifhop of London, 
were required to put it on him. Thefe were fo many devices 
to draw fees to offices, which the popes had ereB:ed, and dif .. 
pofed of for money. It may be worth obferving, that Cran
rner, before he took the oath to the pope, made a proteftation, 
that he did not intend thereby to refirain himfelf from any 
thing that he was bound to, either by his duty to God, the 
the king, or the country; and that he renounced every thing 
in it that was contrary to any of thefe. This was the invention 
cf fome cafuift, and not very compatible with that ftritl: fince
rity, and that fcrupulous confcicnce, of which Cranmcr made 
profeffion. Collier, vol. ii. in Coli. N° zz. Burnet, vol. i .. 
p. 128, 129. 

NOTE [F], p. I28. 

ERE are the terms in which the king's minifler ex ... 
preffed himfelf to the pope. An non, inquam, fanc

titas vcftra plercf.:;nc habet quibufcum arcanum aliquid credi
derit, putet 1d non minus celatum efie quam fi uno tantum 
r·ectore contincretur; qc.od multo magis fercniffimo Anglire 
}' egi even ire debet, cui finguli in fuo regno font fubjeB:i, ne. 
CJUe etiam velint, po11unt Rcgi non cile fide:iffimi. V<e nam. 
~ue illis, fi vel parvo mornento ab illius voluntate recederent. 

Le 



NOTES TO THE FOURTH VOLUME. 

Le Grand, tom. iii. p. 11 3· The king once faid publicly 

before the council, that if any one fpoke of him or his aCtions, 

in terms which became them not, he would let them know, 

that he was mafrer. Et qu'il n'y auroit f1 belle tcte qu'il ne 

fitvoler. Id.p.z18. 

N 0 T E [G ], p. I 58. 

T HIS letter contains fo much nature and even elegance, 

as to defn ·e to be tranfmitted to po~ erity, \'i:hout any 

a1 teration in the expreffion. It is as foHo\ '5. 

'' I R, your grace's difpleafure ar.d my im. rifonment are 

" things fo ftrange unto :ne, as 'WLat to ' lite, or whn.t to 

'"' excufe, I am altogether ignorant. Whereas you fend unto 

" me (willing me to contefs a truth, ~~ d fo obtain your [1.

" vour) hy fuch'an one, whom you know to be mine ancient 

" profe!Icd enemy, I no fooner rccciv .... d tl.is mdfage by him, 

'' than I rightly conce~ved )OUr mean'ng; and, if, as you 

·" fay, confcffing a truth indeed may 1 rocure my fafety, I 
'' fnall \Vith all willingncfs and duty pe form your corn-

"'' mand. 
" But let not your grace ever imagine, that your poor wife 

'' will e\'Cr be brought to acknowledge a Llult, where not fo 

" much as a thought thereof preceded. And to fpeak a truth, 

'' neYer prince had wife more loy::.l in all duty, and in all 

-'' true affection, than you have ever found in Anne Boleyn : 

" With which n:1me aud place l could \',il ingly have con

-'' tented myfelf, if"' od and your o-rnce·s pleafure had b~en 
" fo pleafed. r,:ither did I ~t any time t:) far forget myfelf 

" in my exaltation or H'Ceived quten!hip, but tlut 1 always 

'' looked for fuch an ait~ration as I now fmd; for the ground 

" of my preferment being on no fur~r found~tion than your 

" grace's fancy, the le~lil alteration 1 knew w~s fit and fufli-

cient to draw that f..tncy to fame other object. You have 

chofen me from a low e!bte to be your q ,g:cn a-nd compa-

" nion, fz.r bey end my defert or Jcfire If then you found 

me wort y of { uch honour, good ;our gr:tce le~ not any 

'' light f2r.cy, er bad counfel of mine enemies, withdraw 

'' your princely favour crom me; neither let that Rain, that 

" unwor:!ly it iu, of a difl.oyal heart towards your good 
" grace, Gg-t 

455 
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'' grace, ever caft fo foul a blot on your moft dutiful wife, 
" and the infant princefs your daughter. Try me, good 
" king, but let me have a lawful trial, and let not my fworn 
'' enemies fit as my accufers and judges; yea let me receive 
'' an open trial, for my truth fhall fear no open ihame ; then 

" ihall you fee either mine innocence cleared, your fufpicion 
H and confcience fatisfied, the ignominy and flander of the 

'' world flopped, or my guilt openly declared. So that what- · 
" foever God or you may determine of me, your grace may 
" be freed from an open cenfure, and mine offence being fo 
'' lawfully proved, your grace is at liberty, both before God 
" and man, not only to execute worthy punilhment on me as 
" an unlawful wife, but to follow your affection, already fet
" tied on that party, for whofe fake I am now as I am, whofe 

" name I could fome good while fince have pointed unto, 
" your grace not being ignorant of my fufpicion therein. 

H But if you have alreaJy determined of me, and that not 
'' ordy my dc:lth, but an infamous flander muft bring you the 

" enjoying of your defired happinefs; then 1 defire of God, 
" that h~ \vill pardon your great fin therein, and like\-,·ife 
" mine enemies, the inf:.rumcnts thereof, and that he will not 

call you to a flrict account for your unprincely and cruel 

" uC ge of me, at his general judgment-feat, where both yoll 

" and my fdf muf'L fi10rtiy appear, and in w~10fe judgment l 
daub: not (whatfocver the world may think of me) min~ 

" innocence fhall be openly known, and fufficiently cleared. 
'' f..1]y lait and only requcfl: !hall be, that myfe1f may only 
bear the burden of your grace's difplcafure, and that it 

" may not touch the innocent foul:, of thofe poor gentlemen, 
wl o (as I underib.nd) arc 1ike\•.ife in frrait imprifonmcnt 
for my fake. Jf ever I have found fav-our in your fight, if 
ever the n::.rnc of Anne BoJeyn hath been plcaiing in your 

"' e:!rs, tl->en let me obtain this requeft, and I will fo leave to 
c' trouble your grace any further, with mine carneit prayers 
~' to t::c Trinity to have yot:r grace jn his gcod keeping, and 
" to dirett you in all your aclions. From my doleful prifon 
'' ip the Tower, this f!.:th of l\'by; 

" Your moll loyal and ever fc•itf.fl1l \Vife, 

" A:-. N E B ') L i; y 1'1· ~1 
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NOTE [H], p. 169. 

A Propofal had formerly been made in the convocation for 

the abolition of the leifer monafteries; and had been 

much oppofed by bifhop Fifher, who \Vas then alive. He told 

his brethren, that this was fairly fhowing the king the way, 

how he might come at the greater monafteries. '' An ax, '' 

faid he, '' which wanted a handle, came upon a time into the 

" wood, making his moan to the great trees, that he wanted 

'' a handle to work withal, and for that caufe he was con

" ftrained to fit idle; therefore he made it his requefl: to them, 

'' that they would be plcafed to grant him one of their fmall 

cc faplings within the wood to make him a handle ; who, 

" miftruftin~ no guile, granted him one of their fmaller trees 

'' to make him a handle. But now becoming a complete ax, 

'' he feU fo to work, within the fame wood, that, in procefs 

cc of time, there was neither great nor fmall trees to be found 

" in the place, where the wood ftood. And fo, my lords, if 

u you grant the king thefe fmaller rnonafteries, you do but 

H make him a handle, whereby, at his own pleafure, he may 

" cut down all the cedars within your Lebanons." Dr. Bai

lie's life ofbifhop Fifher, p. 108. 

N 0 T E [I], p. I82. 

T HE RE is a curious paffage, with regard to the fup• 

preffion of monaileries, to be found in Coke's Tnilitutes, 

{th Inll. chap. I. p. 44· 1 t is worth tranfcribing, as it ihews 
the ideas of the Englifh government, entertained during the 

reign ofHenry VIii. and even in the time of Sir Edward Coke, 

when he wrote his infi:itutcs. It clearly appears, that the 

people had then little notion of being jealous of their liberties~ 

were defirous of m::.king the crown quite independent, and 

wifhcd only to remove from themfe!ves, as much as poffible, 

the burthens of gover:1mcnt. A large fianding army, and a 

fixed revenue, would, on thefe conditions, have been regard

ed as great t.leffings; and it was owing entirely to the prodi

gality of Henry, and to his little fufpicion that the power of 

the crown could ever fail, that the Engli!h owe all their Ii-
bert •• 
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berty. The title of the chapter in Coke is, Ad'Vice concernitr,~ 
new and plau.fible Projetls and OJ!ers in Parliament. " Whe.r1 
" any plaufiblc project," fays he, " is made in parliament, 
'' to draw the lords and commons to affent to any aB:, (efpe
'' cially in matters of weight and importance) if both houfes 
'' do give upon the matter projeCl:ed, and promifed their con
" fent, it fhall be moft ncceffary, they being trufted for the 
" commonwealth, to have the matter projected and promifed 
" (which moved the houfes to confent) to be eftablifhed in 
" the fame aCt, leH: the benefit of the aa be taken, and the 
" matter projetled and promifed never performed, and fo the 
'' houfes of parliament perform not the truft repofed in them, 
" as it fell out (taking or:e example for many) in the reign 
'' of Henry the eighth: On the king's behalf, the members 
".of both houfes were informed in parliament, that no king 

or kingdom was fafe, but where the king had three abili
" ties ; r. To live of his own, and able to defend his kingdom 
" upon any fudden invafion or infurretl:ion. z. 'fo aid his 
" confederates, ctherwife they would never affift him. 3• 

" To reward his well deferving fervants. Now the projetl: 
'• was, that if the parliament would give unto him all the 
" abbies, priories, friaries, nunneries, and other monafteries, 
t' that, for ever in tin.e then to come, he would take order 
'' that the fame fhould not be converted to private ufcs: but 

fir.fr, that his exchequer for the purpofes aforefaid fhould 
'' be enriched; fc':ondly, the kingdom firengthened by a 

continual maintenance of forty thoufand \.vell-trained fol
'' diers, with fi ilful captains and commanders; thirdly, for 
'' the benefit and cafe of the f~~'ject, who never aftenvards, 
" (as was projected) in any time to come, fhould be charged 
" with fubfidies, fifteenths, loans,, or other common aids; 

fourthly, left the honour of the realm ihould receive any 
'' diminuticn of honour by the di!folution of the faid 'mona
" iteries, there being twenty-nine lords of parlia:;clent of the 
" abbots and priors, (that held of the king per haroi1iam, 
" ,....-hereof more in the next leaf) that the king would create 
" a number ofnobles, which \Ve emit. The faid monafteries 
H were given to the king by authority of di\'ers acts of par .. 

" liament, 
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" liament, but no provifion was therein made for the faid 

" projecr, or any part thereof." 

A N 0 T E to Chap. XXXI. omitted. 

T HE parliament, in annulling the king's marriage with 

Anr.e Boleyn, gives this as a reafon, " For that his 

" highnefs had chofen to wife the excellent and virtuous lady 

" Jane, who for her convenient years, excellent beauty, and 

" purenefs of fle!h and blood, would be apt, God willing, to 

'' conceive iffue by his highnefs." 

·~ 0 T E [KJ, p. 192. 

C 0 L LIE R, in his eccldia{1ical hifrory, vol. ii. p. I sz, 
has preferved an account which Cromwel gave of thi; 

conference, in a letter to Sir Thomas Wyat, the king's em

baffador in Germany. " Th:! king's majefty," fays Cromwel, 

'' for the reverence of the holy facrament of the altar, did fit 

" openly in his hall, and there preE.ded at the difputation, 

'' procefs and j udgmcnt of a miferabl heretic facramentary, 

" who was burned the z::: th of Nm'emb·~r. It was a wonder 

'; to fee how princely, with how excellent gravity, and ine

" ftimable majefty his highners exercifcd there the very office 

'' of fupreme head of the church of England. Ho v benignly 

" his grace effayed to convert the miferable man: How fcrong 

,, and manifcil reafons his h1ghnefs a11edged ag2.inft him. I 
'' wi!h the princes and p" tentatcs of Chriltcndom to have had 

" a meet place to have feen it. Undoubtedly they 1nould 

have much marvelled at his maje!ly's moft high wifdom 

" and judgment, and reputed him no otherwi!i..: after the 

" fame, than in a manner the mirror and light of all other 

" kings and princes in Chrifrendom." It was by fuch Batte

ries, that Henry was engaged to make his fentiments the 

ftandard to all mankind; and was determined to enforce, by 

the feve;·eft: penalties, his ;1rottg and mar.ifejl reafons for tran-

fub:lantiation. 
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NOTE [L], p. 195. 

T HERE is a ftory, that the duke of Norfolk, meeting, foon 
after this aa was paired, one of his chaplains, who was 

fufpetl:ed of favouring the reformation, faid .to him, " Now, 
'" Sir, what think you of the law to hinder priefts from having 

u wives?'' " Yes, my lord,'' replies the -chaplain, r;, yo.u 
" have done that; but I will anfwer for it, you cannot hinder 
'' men's wives from having priefts." 

NOTE [M], p. 210. 

,..-r::-.1 0 !how how much Henry fported with law and common 
fenfe ; how fervilely the parliament followed all his 

caprices ; and how much both of them were loft to all fenfe of 
lhame; an aa was paired this feffion, declaring, that a pre~ 
contract lhould be no ground for annulling a marriage ; as if 
that pretext had not been made ufe of both in the cafe of Anne 
Boleyn and An ne of Cleves. But the king's intention in this 
law is faid to be a defign of reftoring the princefs Elizabeth to 
her right of legitimacy; and it was his charatler never to look 
farther than the prefent object, \Vithout regarding the incon
fiftency of his conduCt. The parliament made it high treafon 
to deny the difiolution of Henry's marriage with A.nne of 

Cleves. Herbert. 

NOTE [N], p. 221. 

T was enatted by this parliament, that there iliould be 
trial of treafon in any county where the king fhould ap

point by commiilion. The ilatutes of treafon had been ex
tremely multiplied in this reign; and fuch an expedient faved 
trouble and charges in trying that crime. The fame parlia
ment ereCted 1reb.nd into a kingdom; and Henry henceforth 
annexed the title of king cf Ireland to his other titles. This 
feilion, the commons firft began the prattice of freeing any of 
their members, who were arrefted, by a writ iffued by the 
fpeaker. Formerly it was ufual for them to apply for a writ 
from chancery to that purpofe. This precedent encreafed the 
<luthority of the commons, and had afterwards important 

~onfe~uences. IJollingilied, p. 955, 956. Baker, p. 289. 
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N 0 TE [0], p. 230. 

T HE perfecutions, exercifed during James's reign, are 
not to be afcribed to his bigotry, a vice, of wC.ich he 

feems to have been as free as Francis the firft or the emperor 

Charles, both of whom, as well as James, lhewed, in differ

ent periods of their lives, even an inclination to the new doc

trines. The extremities, to which all thefe princes were car

ried, proceeded entirely from the fituation of affairs, during 
that age, which rendered it impoffible for them to aa with 
greater temper or moderation, after they had embraced the 

refolution of fupporting the ancient eftablifhments. So violent 
was the propenfity of the times towards innovation, that a 
bare toleration of the new preachers was equivalent to a form

ed defign of changing the national religion. 

N 0 T E [P], p. 296. 

SP 0 T SW 0 0 D, p. 75· The fame author, p. 9z. te!Is 
us a ftory, which confirms this charaCter of the popi!h 

clergy in Scotland. 1t became a great difputc in the univerfity 
of St. Andrews, whether the pater fhould be faid to God OF 

the faints. The friars, who knew in general that the reform
ers negletl:ed the faints, were determined to maintain their 

honour with great obftinacy, but they knew not upon what 

topics to found their dottrine. Some held that the pater was 

faid to God forma/iter, and to faints materia/iter; others, to 

God principaliter, and to faints minus principalitcr; others 

would have it ultimate and non u!timatt: Dut the majority 
feemed to hold, that the pater was faid to God capiendo Jlriflc, • 

and to faints capimdo large. A fimple fellow, who ferved the 
fub prior, thinking there was fome great matter in hand, that 

made the doeto1·~ hold fo many conferences together, a!ked him 
one day what the matter was ; the fub-prior anfwering, Cf'om, 
that was the fellow's name, ewe camzot ag1·ee to cz.vbom the pattr· 

no.fter foould be _laid. He fuddenly replied, Cf'o <z.l,;hom, Sir, 

jhould it he .faid, but unto God? Then faid the fub-prior, 
If bat }hall ewe do with the .faints? He anfwered, Gi·ve tl••llt 

.Aves and Creeds eJJow in the de·vil's 11ame; fer t/.at may )uffia 

thtm. The anfwer going abroad~ many f:liJ, tbat be bal 
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gi<ven a cwifir decijion than all the dollars had dor.e <tuith all their 

dijlinflions. 

N 0 T E [ QJ, p. 32 I. 

A N 0 THE R aa, paffcd this feffion, takes notice in the 
preamble, that the city of York, formerly well inha

bited, was now mnch decayed: Jnfomuch that many of the 
cures could not afford a competent maintenance to the incum
bents. To remedy this inconvenience, the magi11rates were 
impowered to unite as many pari!hcs as they thought proper. 
An ecclefiailical hi£lorian, Collier, vol. ii. p. 230, thinl~s, 

that this decay of York is chiefly to be afcribed to the di:ITolu
tion of mo;JaH:crics, by which the revenues fell into the hands 
of perfons who lived at a diHa~ce. 

A very grie\'ous tax was impofed this fcffion upon the whole 
flock and monied intcrcft of the kingdom, and even upon its 
indu£lry. It was a 01illing in the pound yearly, during three 
years, on every perfon worth ten pound3 or upwards : The 
double on aliens and denizens. '""fhefc lafl:, if above twelve 
years of age, and if worth lefs than twenty fhillings, were to 
pay eight pence yearly. Every wether was to pay two-pence 
yearly; every yew three-pence. The \\ oollen manufaCturers 
were to pay eight-pence a pound on the vallle of all the cloth 
they made. Thefe exorbitant tnxcs on money are a proof, 
that few people lived on money leut at intcrcft: For this tax 
amounts to half of the yearly inc0me of all money holJers, 
during three years, eHimating their intcrcft at the rate allowed 

by law; and was too grie\'OUS to be bome, if many perfons 
had been afFeB:ed by it. It is remarkable, that no tax at all 
was laid upon land this fdlion. The profits of merchandife 
were commonly fo high, that it was fuppo{ed it could bear 
this impofition. The moft abfurd p~rt of thi:! law feems to be 
the tax upon the wcollen manuf:lctures. See z & 3 Edw. VI. 
cap. 36. The fubfcquent parliament repealed the tax on lheep 
and woollen cloth. 3 & 4- Ed\v. VI. cap. ::3. Bt:t they con
tinued the other t:lx a year longer. Ibid. 

The clergy taxed th em1elves at fix Jbillings in the pound to 

be paid in three years. This taxation was ratified in parli::t- . 
ment) which had been th~oe common praclicc 1ince the reform-

4 ation, 

• 
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ation, implying that the clergy have no legiflative power, 

even over themfel ves. See 2 & 3 Ed w. VI. ea p. 3 s. 

NOTE [R], p, 4or. 

T HE pope at firft gave <;ardinal Pole powers to tranfaCl: 

only with regard to the paft fruits of the church lands; 

but being admoni.lhed of the danger attending any attempt to

wards a refumption of the lands, he enlarged the cardinal's 

powers, and granted him authority to enfure the future pof

feffion of the church lands to the prefent proprietors. There 

was only one claufe in the cardinal's powers that has given oc

cafion for fame [peculation. An exception was made of fuch, 

cafes as Pole .lhould think important enough to merit the being 

communicated to the holy fee. But Pole fimply ratified the 

poifeffion of all the chur'h lands ; and his commiffion had 

given him full powers to that purpofe. See Harleyan Mifcel

lany, vol. vii. p. 264, 266. It is true, fame councils hav.:! 

declared, that it exceeds even the power of the pope to ali~

nate any church lands ; and the pope, according to his con

venience, or power, may either adhere to or recede from this 

declaration. But every year gave folidity to the right of the 

proprietors of church lands, and dimini.fbed the authority of 

the popes; fo that men's dread of popery in fubfequcnt 

ti~es was more founded on party zeal, than on ,·~ry folid 

reafons. 

NOTE [SJ, p. 450. 

'J:Il E paffage of Hollingjhed, in the Difiourfl prefixed to h '; 
Hijlo1y, a11d which fome afcri/Je t:; Harrijim, is as fillo::.vs. 

Speaki11g of the mcreafe of luxmy: Neither do I fpcak this in 

reproach of any man; God is my judge; but to fLew, that [ 

do rejoice rathr to fee how God has bleffed us with his good 

gifts, and to behold how that in a time wherein all things are 

grown to moft exceffive prices, we do yet find the means to 

obtain and atchieve fuch furniture as heretofore has been im

poilible : There are old men yet dwelling in the village where 

I remain, which have noted three things to be marvelloufly 

altered in England within their found remembrance. One is 

the multitude of chimnies lately erected; whereas in their 
youn 
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young days, there were not above two or three, if fo many, 
in moft uplandifh towns of the realm (the religious houfes and 
manor places of their lords ::.hvays excepted, and peradven

ture fame great perfonage); but each made his fire againfl: a 
reredoffe in the hall where he dined and dre!fed his meat. 
The fecond is the great amendment of lodging: For, faid 
they, our fathers and we ourfelves have lain full oft upon 
!haw pallcttes covered only with a fheet under coverlets made 

of dagfwaine or hopharlots, (I ufe their own terms) and a 
good round log under their head inftead of a bolfter. If it 
were fo, that the father or the good-man of the houfe had a 

matrafs or Hockbed, and thereto a fack of chaff to reft his 
head upon, he thought himfelf to be as well lodged as the lord 
of the town : So well were they contented. Pillows, faid 
they, were thought meet only for women in child bed: Ai 
for fervants, if they had any i11eet above them, it was well: 

For fcldom had they any under their bodies to keep them 
from the pricking il:raws, that ran oft through the canvas, 

and razed their hardened hydes.--The third thing they tell 

of is, the exchange of Treene platers (Jo called, I foppofe, 

from Cfree ot·lf/ood) into pewter, and wooden fpoons into filver 
or tin. .For fo common were all forts of treene veffels in old 

time, that a man fhould hardly find four pieces of pewter (ot 

which one was peradventure a falt) in a good farmer's houfe. 
Drfcriptio11 of Britain, chap. x.--- Again, in chap. xvi. In 
times pall: men were contented to d;vell in houfes builded of 

fallow, willow, &c.; fo that the ufc of the oak was in a man

ner dedicated wholly unto churches, religious houfes, princes 
palaces, navigation, &c. but now fallow, &c. are rejeeted, 
and nothing bu: oak any where regarded; and yet fee the 
change, for when our houfes were builded of willow, then 
had we oaken men ; but now that our houfes are come to be 

made of oak, our men are not only become willow, but a 

great many altogether of ihaw, which is a fore alteration. 

Jn thefe the courage of the owner was a fufEcient defence to 

keep the houfe in fafety; but now the afiurance of the timber 

muft defend the men from robbing. Now have we many 
chirnnies ; and yet our tenderlines complain of rheums, ca-

... {arrhs, and pofcs,; then had we none but reredolfes, and our 
heads 
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heads did never ach. For as the fmoke in thofe days was 
fuppofed to be a fufficient hardening for the timber of the 
houfe; fo it was reputed a far better medicine to keep the 
goodman and his family from the quacke or pofe, wherewith, 
as then, very few were acquainted. Again, in chap. xviii. 
Our pewterers in time paft employed the ufe of pewter only 
upon difues and pots, and a few other trifles for fervice; 
whereas now, they are grown into fuch exquifite cunning, 
that they can in manner imitate by infufion any form or fa.,. 
Ihion of cup, difh, fait, or bowl or goblet which is made by 
goldfmith's craft, though they be never fo curious and very 
artificially forged. In feme places beyond the fea, a garnifh 
of good flat Engli.fh pewter (I fay flat, becaufe difhes and 
platters in my time begin to be made deep and like bafons, 
and are indeed more convenient both for fauce and keeping 
the · meat warm) is almoft efi.eemed fo precious as the like 
number ofveifels that are made of fine filver. If the reader is 
curious to know the hours of meals in queen Elizabeth's reign, ht 
may learn it from the .fame Author. With us the nobility, 
gentry, and fiudents do ordinarily go to dinner at eleven be
fore noon, and to fupper at five, or between five and fix at 
afternoon. The merchants dine and fup feldom before 
twelve at noon and fix at night, efpecially in London. The 
huibandmen dine alfo at high noon, as they call it, and fup 
at feven or eight; but out of term in our univerfities the fcho
lars dine at ten. 

Froiffart mentions waiting on the duke of Lancafter at 
five o'clock in the afternoon, \Vhen he had fupped. Thefe 
hours are ftill more early. It is hard to tell, why, all 
over the world, as the age becomes more luxurious, the 
hours become later. Is it the crowd of amufements that 
pufh on the hours gradually ? or are the people of fafhion bet
ter pleafed with the fecrecy and filence of noCturnal hours, 
when the induftrious vulgar are alL gone to reft? In rude 
ages men have few amufements or occupations but what day
light affords them. 

f;ND OF THE FOURTH VOLVME~ 
















