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E L I Z A B E T I-I. .1 

C H A P. XXXVIII. 

f?<.,ueen' s popularity --Re-eflabli.fhment of the pro
tefla;;t religion--A parliament--Peace with 

France--Difguft between the queen and Mcrj 

queen of Scots --Affairs of Scotland-- Refr;re 

mation in Scotland--Civil wars in Scctland-

Interpofal of the queeJt in the affairs of Scotland 

-Settlement of Scotland--Frencb c:ffi:irs

Arrival of Mary in Scotland--Bi~otry of the 

Scotch Reformers--TVife governmc11t of Eliza

beth. 

1~ a nation fo divided as the Engli.fh; it could fc~rccly c H A P. 
be expeB:ed, that the death of one fovereicrn, and the XY.XVII! • 

..::> -----r-...1 
acceffion of another, who was generally believed to tsss. 

have embraced oppofite principles to thofe which prc- . 

~railed, could b~ the objefr of unive'rfal fatisf~etion: Yet 

VoL. V, B fo 



HlSTORY OF l!N'GLA D. 

c H A P. fo much were men difpleafed with the prefent conduct of 
~affairs, and fuch apprehenft.ons were entertained of fu

~s~&. turity, that the people, overlooking their theological 
~:~~t;.po- difputes, t .'preifed a general ana unfeigned joy that the 

fcepter had pafTcd into the hand of Elizabeth. That 
princefs had difcovercd great prudence in her conduct 
during the reign of her fifi:er; and as men were fenfible 
of the imminent danger, to which fhe was every moment 
expofed, compaffion towards her fituation, and concen~ 
for her [J.fcty, had rendered her, to an uncommon degree, 

the favourite of the nation. A parli<'lment had been af

fembled a few days before Mary's death ; and when 
Heathe, archbii110p of York, then chancellor, notified to
them that event, fcarcely an interval of regret appeared ; 
and the two houfes immediately rc{ounded with the joy

ful acclamations of " God favc queen Elizabeth : Long 
4 ' and happily m"y ihe reign}' The people, lefs aCtuated 
by fatl:ion, and lefs influenced by private views, ex
p:-cfTed 'a joy fi:ill more general and hearty on her procla
mation; and the aufpicious commencement of this reign 
progno~icated that felicity and glory, which, during its 
whole courfc, fo uniformly attended it". 

ELIZABETH was at Hatfield when fue heard of her 
fifl:cr's death ; and after a few days fhe proceeded thence 
to London through cro\vds of people, who !hove with 
c:1ch other in giving her the ftrongefi: tefrimony of their. 

afll:B-ion. On her entr::mce into the Tower, ilie could 
not forbear reflcaing on the great difference between her 
prefent fortuHe <c.nd that which a few years before had at
tended htr, when £h.e was conduct d to that place as a 
prifoner, and lay there expofcd to all the bigotted malig
nity of her enemies. She fell on h~r knees, and exprcll'ed· 
her thanks to Heaven, for the deliverance,. which the Al
mighty h, d grant d her from her bloody perfe-cutors; a 

:a Burnct, vol. ii. p. 37J• 
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ELIZABETH. 3 

cliver:~nc-c, f11c f::ti· , no lefs miraculous than that which C H A P. 
· • XX1'JJIJ 

Daniel had received from 'the den of lions. 1'his act of ~" 
pious gr"t1tude fr..:ems to have been the lafi: circumfbncc, z 55~· 
in which fhe remembered any pa:fl: h:1.rdlhips and injuries. 

:VVith a prudence and magnanimity truly laudable, fhe 
buried all ofFences in oblivion, and received with affabi-

lity even thofe who h~d aB:ed with the greatei1: malevo-

lence again:fl: her. Sir Harry Bennifield himfel f, to w~1ofe 
cu:fl:ody lhe had been committed, and who had treated her 
with feverity, never felt, during the whole courfe of her 
reign, any efFeCl:s of her refentmcnt b. Yet vvas not the 
gracious reception, which !he gave, pro:fl:itute and un
di!tinguifhing. When the bifuops came in -a body to 
make their obeifance to her, ihe exprdlcd to all of them 
fentiments of regard; except to Bonner, from whom 
ihe turned afide, as from a man polluted w·ith blood, who 
was a j u.fl: objeB: of horror to every heart fufceptible of 
humanity c, 

AFTER employing a few days in ordering her domdtic 
ufEtirs, Elizabeth notified to foreign courts, her fifter's 

death, and her own acceffion to the crown. She fent 
lord Cobham to the Low Countries, where Philip then 
refided ; and !he took care to exprefs to that monarch, h~r 
gratitude for the proteB:ion which he had ~fforded her, 
and her defire of perfevering in that fricndfhip whic11 had 
fo happily commenced between them. Philip, \Vho had 
long forcfeen this event, and who !till hoped, by means 
of Elizabeth, to obtain that dominion over England, 
of which he had failed in efpoufing l\1ary, immediately 
difpatched orders to the duke of Feria, his ~mbafiador at 
London, to make propofals of marr!::1r,c to the queen ; 
nnd he offered to procure from Rome a difpcnf<'l.tion for 
that purpofc. But Elizabeth foon came to t:1e rciolution 
of declining this propofal. Sh~ r~mr, t1 at th~naticm had 

b Burnet, vol. ii. p 3-4. 
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H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 

c H A P. entertained an extreme averfion to the Spanifh alliance 
X~~!f: during her fitter's reign; and that one great caufe of the 

J5~· popularity, which !he herfelf enjoyed, was the profpeB: of 
being freed, by her means, from the danger of foreign 

fubjeCl:ion. She was fenfible, that her affinity with Phi
lip was exaB:ly fimilar to that of her father with Cathe
rine of Arragon ; and that her marrying that monarch 

was, in effeCt, declaring herfelf illegitimate, and incc:t
pable of fucceedrng to the throne. And though tlie 

power of the Spaniili monarchy might fl:ill be fufficient, 

i'n oppofition to all pretenders, to fupport her t" tle, her 
mafculine fpirit difdained fuch precarious dominion, 

which, as it would' depend folely on the power of ano

ther, muff be exercifed according to his inclination d. 

But while thefe views prevented her from entertaining 
any thoughts of a marri2.ge with Philip, fhe gave him an 
obligi1 g, though cvafivc, anfwcr; and he {till retained 

fuch hopes of fuccefs, that he fcnt a meuenger to Rome,. 
with orders to folicit the difpenfation. 

THE queen too, on her fifier's death, had written tt> 

Sir Edward Carnc, the Englifh ambaffiulor at Rome, to 
notify her acce:ffior.. to the pope; out the precipitate na
ture of Paul broke through all the cautious meafurcs con':.. 
certed by this young princefs. He told Carnc, that Eng
land was a fief of the holy fee; and it was great temerity 

in Elizabeth to· have affumed, without his participation, 
the title and authority of queen : That being illegiti

mate, ilie could not poffibJy inherit that kingdom; nor 

could he annul the fentencc pronounced by Clement VIr. 

and Paul III. with regard to Henry's marriage : That 
were he to proceed with rigour, he fhould punifh this 
criminal invafi.on of his rights, by rejeB:ing all her ap

plications ; bu:.: being willing to treat her with paternal 

indulgence, he would fi:ill keep the door of grace open 

4 Camdcn in Ke.cnet> p. 370, Burnet, vol. ii. p. 375• 
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ELIZABETH. s 
to her: And that if fhe would renounce all pretenfions to c H A P. 

h d r. b . . 1 h' ·11 fl XXXV1Il. t e crown, an 1U m1t entire y to IS WI , 1e !hould ~ 
experience the utmofr lenity, compatible with the dignity 155i. 

of the apofi:olic fee c. vVhen this anfwer was reported 
to Elizabeth, 1he was aftonifhed at the charat1:er of that 
aged pontiff; and having recalled her amba!fador, fhe 
continued with more determined refolution to purfue 
thofe meafures, which fhe had already fccretly em-
braced. 

THE queen, not to alarm the partizans of the catholic 
religion, had retained eleven of her fifl:er's counfellors ; 
but in order to balance their authority, ihe added eight 
more, who were known to be affectionate to the protef-
tant communion; the marquis of Northampton, the earl Re ella-

of Bedford, Sir Thom~s Parry, Sir Edward Rogers, Sir ~~i~;;~t,~t' 
Ambrofe Cave, Sir Francis Knolles, Sir Nicholas Bacon, taor reii

whom fhc cre:::.ted lord keeper, and Sir William Cecil, giOn. 

fecretary of frate r. \Vith thefe counfellors, particularly 
Cecil, fhe frequently deliberated concerning the expedi-
ency of refroring the protefi:ant religion, and the means of 
executing that great enterprifc. Cecil told her, that the 
greateR: part of the nation had, ever fince her father's 
reign, inclined to the reformation ; and though her fill:cr 
had confrrained them to profefs the ancient faith, the 
cruelties, exercifed by her mini:fl:ers, had fl:ill more alie-
nated their affeCtions from it : That happily the interefis 
of the fovercign here concurred with the inclinations of 
the people; nor was her title to the crown compatible 
with the authority of t .e Roman pontiff: That a fen-
tence, fo folemnly pronounced by two popes again:fl: her 
mother's marriage, could not poffibly be recalled, with-
out infliCting a mortal wound on the credit of the fee of 
Rome ; and even if fhe were allowed to retain the crown , 
it would only be on an uncertain and dependant footing; 

~ hther Paul, lib, 5• f Strype'sAnn.vol, i. p. S· 
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6 H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D •. 

c H A P. That this circumfrance alone counterbalanced all dangerS. 
)(XXVHI. h r 1 "f I ~ whatfoever; and thefe dangers t em1e vcs, 1 narrow y 

1558. examined, would be found very little formidable: That 
the curfcs and execrations of the Romi!h church, when 
not fecondcd by military force, were, in the prefent age,. 
more an object of ridicule than of tcrro:, and ha.d now as 
little influcnc;:e in this world as in the next: That thoug~ 
the bigotry or ambition of Henry or Philip migh.t incline 
them to exec;:ute a fentence of excommunication againft 
her, the:r intcrefrs were fo incompatible, that they never. 
could COl1Cur in any plan of operations; and the enmity 
of the one ·would always enfure to her the friendiliip of 
the other: That if they encouraged the difcontents of her 
catholic fubjcCls, their dominions alfo a11ounded with pro
tcilants, an 1 it would be eafy to retaliate upon them : 
That even fuch of the Engliih as fecmed at prcfcnt zeal
ouiiy <.ttachccl to the catholic faith, would, mofr of them, 
embrace the religion of their new fovcrc ign; aw the na~ 
tio:1 haC! of bte been fo much accuilomcd to thcfe revo
lutions, that men had loft all idea of truth an~ falfehood 
in furh fuhjects : That the authority of Henry VIII. fo 
highly raifed by many concurring circumfian~es, firfr 
enured the people to this fubmifiive deference; and it was 
~he lefs difficult for the fucceeding princes to continue the 
nation in a track, to which it hacl fo lonrr been ~ccuf-

o 
tomed: And that it would be eafy for her, by bcftowing 
on proteftants all preferm'ent in civil offices and the mi
litia, the church and th~ univerfitics, both to enfure her 
own authority, ancl to render her religion enti~ely predo
tpinant g. 

THE education of Elizabeth, as wcil as her intereft 
' led her to favour the reformation; and fhe remainea not 

long in fufpenfe with regard to the party, which fhe 
fnould embrace. But though determined in her own 

' Butnet, vol. ii. p. 377• Cam:len,, p. 370, 
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ELIZABE H. 7 

rnind, ilie refolved to proceed by gradual and fccurc lteps, C H A P. 
XXXV Ill. 

and not to imitate the example of ~v1ary, in encouraging~ 
the bigots of her party to make .immediately a violept i!]...- 1558· 

vafion on the efiablifhed religion h. She tho,ught it re-

<juifite, however, to difcover fuch fymptoms of her in-

tentions, as might give encouragement to the protcftants, 
fo much depreffed by the late violent perfecution. She 
immediately recalled all the exiles, and gave liberty to the 

·prifoners, who were confined on account of religion. We 
.are told of a pleafantry of one Rai~sford on this occafion, 
who faid 'to the queen, that he had a petition to prefcnt 

her in behalf of other prifoners called Matthew, ~v1ark, 

Luke, and John: She readily replied, that it behovcd her 

lirfr to confult the prifoners themfelves, and to learn of 

~hem whether they defired that liberty, whiGh he de-, 

rnanded for them i. 
ELIZABETH alfo proceeded to exert, in favour of the 

reformers, fome aB:s of power which were authorized by 
the extent of royal prerogative, during that age. Find
ing, that the protefrant teacher~, irritated by perfecution, 

broke out in a furious attack on the ancieh\ fuperfi:ition, 
ar.d that the Romanifts replied with no lefs zeal and acri

mony, ilie publiihed a proclamation, by which ihc inhi
·bited all preaching without a fpecial licence k; and though 

{he difpenfed with thefe orders in favour of fome preach .. 

ers of her own feet, fue took care, that they iliould be 
the mofi: calm and mode_rate of the party. She alfo fuf
pcnded the laws fo far as to order a great part of the fer

vice; the litany, the Lord's prayer, the creed, and the 

gofpels ; to be read in Engliib. And having firfi: pub
lifhed injunB:ions, that all the churches ihould conform 

themfelves to the praB:ice of her own chapel, fhe forbade 

the hoftc to be any more elevated in her prefence ; an 

h Burnet, vol. ii. p. 3'7~• Camden, p. 371o 

k Heylin, p. 104. Strype, vol. i. P• 41, 
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H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D-

C H A P. innovation, which, however frivolous it may appear, im~ 
XXY llll. 
~ plied the mofr material confeq uences 1• 

~s~&~ THESE declarations of her intention, concurring with 
the preceding fufpicions, made the bi!hops forefee with 
certainty a revolution in religion. They therefore refufed 
to officiate at her coronation; and it w:t.s with fome dif
.ficulty, that the biiliop of Carliflc was at lafr prevailed 
on to perform that ceremony. When !he was conduCl:ed 
through London~ amidfr the joyful acclamations of hq
fuhjecb, a boy, who perfonated Truth, was let down 
from one of the triumphal arches, and prefented to her a 
copy of ti1e Bible. She received the book with th~ mo!t 
gracious clcportm nt; pla~ed it next her bofom; and de
clared, that, amidH: all the cofily tefrimonies, which the 
~ity had that day given her of their attachment, this prc
f~nt vVa3 by far the mofr precious and rr.ofi: acceptable rn~ 
Such were the innocent artifices, by w~1ich Elizabeth 
infinuated herfelf into the affeCl:ions of her fubjeCl:s. Open 
in her addrcfs, gracious a.p.d affable in all public appear~ 
ances~ ihe rejoiced in the concourfe of her fubjeCl:s, e:r. ... 
tered into all their pleafures and amufements, and with, 
9ut dcp::o.rting from her dignity, which :fhe knew well 
~ow to prcferve, !he acquired a popularity beyond what .. 
~ny of her prdccdiors or fucceliors ever could attain. 
H::::r m'vn fex exulted to fee a woman hold the reins of 
empire with ~uch prudence and fortitude: And while a 
young princ:efs of twenty-five years (for that was her at;~ 
at her accc.fiion) w:1o po!Tdfccl all the gr:.tces and infi.nua
tion, though not all the beauty of her fcx, courted th~ 
~ffeetions of ip.dividuals by her civilities, of the public by 
:her fervices, her auth~rity, though corroborated by the 
firictefi: bands of law and relibion, appeared to be derived 
entirely from the choice and inclination of the people~ • 

1 Carndfn, p. j.?.'· Heylin, p. 1c4, Strype, vol, i. p. 54• Stowe, p. ~35• 
m ~~met~ vol. 11. p. 380. Strne, vol, i. p. :z.~. 

A SOVf1-

on the bir 
was fenfibl 
merely the 
to found r 
too much l 

n Not~ith 
1iiWS, thct( 

in thtfe e:ea 
Doroughand 

werechofenf1 

i;ri ,JC!artl 

• t Eli;, c 



D. 

; and de. 
which the 

this prc-

ELIZABETH. .9 

A SovEREIGN of this difpofition was not likely to of- c H A P. 

r b' n b r l r . l . f XXXV 111. 
fend her 1U ~ens y any utc e1s or vw cnt excrtwns o ~ 

power; and Elizabeth, though !he threw out fuch h!nts ~558. 

as encouraged the protef'..:ants, delayed the entire change 

of religion till the metting of the parliament, which ·was A parllol~ 

fummoned to aifcmble. The eleCtions had gone entirely ment, 

again£1: the catholi .... s, who fecm not indeed to have made 

any great ·firuggle for the fuperiority n; and the houfes 

met, in a difpofition of gratifying the queen in every 

particular, which fhe could defire of them. They began 

the feffion with an unanimous declaration, <' that queen 

" Elizabeth vvas, and ought to be, as well by the word 

" of God, as the common and fi:atute laws of the realm, 

" the lawful undoubted, and true heir to the crown, law ... 

~' fully defcended from the blood-royal, according to the 

~' order of fucceffion, fettled in the 35th of Henry VIII 0 .n 

~'his aB: of recognition was undoubtedly ditlatcd by the 

quqen herfclf and her minifiers ; :md fue iliewed her mag

nanimity, as well as moderation, in the terms, which ilie 

employed on that occafion. She followed not .l\·1ary's 

practice in declaring the validity of her mother's mar-

riage, or in exprefly repealing the aCl: formerly made againft 

her own legitimacy: Spe knew, that this attempt mufr 

pe attended with. reflections on her father's memory, and 

on the birth of her deceafed fiftcr ; ~nd as all the wo.rld 

was fen!i.blc, that Henry's divorce from Anne Boleyn was 

merely the cffea: of his violence and cap;ice, ilie [corned 

to found her title on any aB: of an dE~ !l bly, which had 

too much profiituted its authority by its former variable, 

n Notwithll:anding the byafs of the mtion towards th~ pmtdlant feel:, it 

appears, that fome violence, at leaft accorc:n.; to our prefe-nt i Jea~, was ufed 

in thefe eletlions: Five candidates \'.~re no:nina•ed by ti1e court to e~clt 

l>orough and three to each county ; and by t he fhenffs at!thor t y the mcrr.bers 

were chofen from among thefe ccndidates, s~e jiate papers co!lea~d by Ed~ard 

t:#rl of Clarendon, p. 9Zo 

~ 1 Eli;. caf· ~· 

fervile, 
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c H A P. fervile, and iniquitous decifions. Satisfied therefore 
XXXVIIJ. . . . d . h d h' s: n. ~ ....... __.the general opm1on entertame Wlt regar to t Is 1act, 

~55S. which appeared the more undoubted, the ltfs apx 'cty ihe 
clifcovered in fortifying it by votes and enq4iries ; fne 
took pofleffion of the throne, both as her birthright, and 
;1s-enfured to her by former acts of parliament; and ihe 
never appeared anxious to difl:ingui{h thefe titles P. 

THE firft bill brought into parliament with a .view of 
trying their difpofition on the head of religion, was that 
for fuppreffing the monafieries lately eretl:cd, and for rc
~oring the tenths and fi.dl:-fruits to the queen. Thi.s 
point being gained without much difficu!ty, a bill was 
next introduced, annexing the fupremacy to the crown ; 
and though the queen was there denominatcJ gr;-vernefs, 
not head, of the church, it conveyed the f.'lme extenfive 
power, which, under tbe latter title, had been c:xercifcd 
by her father and brother. All the bilhops who were 
prefcnt in the upper houfe ftrenuoufly oppofcd this law; 
nnd as they pofleffed more learning than t4e temporal 
peers, they triump. ed in the debate; but the majority of 
voices in that houfe, as well as among the commons, was 
againft them. By this act the crown, without the con
currence, either of the parliament or even of ~he convo
cation, was vefred with the whole fpiritu~l power; might 
reprefs all herefies, might dhbli!h or repeal all canons, 
might alter every point of difcipline, and might ordai~ 
or aboliih any religious rite or ceremony q. In determin
ing herefy, the fovereign was only limited (if that could 
be called a limitation) to fuch doctrines as had been ad
judged herefy, by the authority of the Scripture, by the 
firftfour general councils, or by any general council, which 
followed the Scripture a their rule, or to fuch other doe-

P Camrlen, P• 3i2· Heylin, p. 107, T-oS. 

Cl. I Eliz. cap. J. This laft power \\aS aacw I"CCog :zed in t!1e acr of uni
{Qrmity. I Eliz, cap. z. 
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ELIZABE TH. 

trines as {hould hereafter be denominated herefy by the C ~,A P. 
. 1' d . I d . r. l . XXXVlii. 
par tament an convocatiOn. ':1 or er to exerc11e t 11s ~ 

authority, the queen, by a claufe of the aCl:, was em- ~5 58. 

powered to name commiffioners) either laym~n or clergy-
men, as :!he fhouH think proper; and on this claufe was 

~fterwards founded the court of ecclefiafiical commiffion; 

which affumed large difcretionary, not to fay arbitrary 
powers, totally incom~atible with any exaCl: boundaries in 

the confritution. Their proceedings indeed were only 
confifrent with abfolute monarchy ; but were entirely fuit-

able to the genius 9f the aB: on which they were efrablifh-
ed ; an aCl: that at once gave the crown alone all the' 

power, which had formerly been claimed by the popes~ 

but which even thefe ufurping prelates had never been 

able fully to exercife, witholl;t fome co_ncurrence of the 

national clergy. 
WHOEVER refufed to take a1' oath,, acknowledging the 

queen's fupremacy, was incapacitated from holding any. 

office; whoever denied the fuprcmacy, or attempted to 
deprive the -queen of that prerogative, forfeited, for the 
:firfr offence, all his goods and chattels ; for the fecond, 

was fubjeCl:ed to the pet:alty of a premunire; but the 

third offence was declared treafon. Thefe punifhments, 

however fevere, were lefs rigorous than thofe which were 
formerly, during th,e reigns of her father and brother, in

fliB:ed in like cafes. 
A LAW was paired, confirming all the fiatutes enaB:ed 

in king Edward's time with regard to religion r : The 

nomination of biiliops was given to the crown with

out any eleCtion of the chapters : The queen was em
powered, on the vacancy of any fee, to feize all the tern- • 

poralities, and to befrow on the bifhop-elect an equivalent 

in the impropriations belonging to the crown. This pre

~el!.ded equivalent was commonly much iz: ferior in value ; 

r 1 Eliz, cap. z,, 
and 
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c H A P. and thus the queen, a:midft all her concern for re .. 
XXXVIII. I f h d' r ~ Iigion, followed the examp e o t e prece mg reJorm-

Jsss. ers, in committing depredations on the ecclefiafiical 
revenues. 

THE bilhops and all incumbents were prohibited 
from alienating their revenues, and from letting leafes 
longer than twenty-one years or three lives. This law 
feemed to be meant for fecuring the property of the 
church ; but as an exception was left in favour of the 
crown, great abufes frill prevailed. It was ufual for the 
courtiers, during this reign, to make an agreement with 
a bilhop or incumbent ; and to procure a fiCtitious aliena
tion to the queen, who afterwards transferred the lands 
to the perfon agreed on 5

• This method of pillaging the 
church was not remedied till the beginning of J ames I. 
The prefen t dcprcffion of the clergy expo fed them to 
all injuries; and the laity never flopped, till they had 
reduced the church to fuch poverty, that her plunder 
was no longer a compenfati_o.1 for the odium incurred 
by it. 

A SOLEMN and public difputation was held during this 
feffion, in prefence of lord keeper Bacon, between the 
divines of the protefiant and thofe of the catholic com
mumon. The champions, appointed to defend the reli
gion of the fovereign, were, as in all former infiances, 
entirely triumphant ; and the popilh difputants, being 
pronounced refraCtory and obfiinate, were even punifhed 
by imprifonment r. Emboldened by this viB:ory, the 
proteftants ventured on the laft and moft important fiep, 
~nd brought into parliament a bill u for abolilhing the 
mafs, 2nd re-efiabli!hing the liturgy of king Edward. 
Penalties were enacted, as well againft thofe who de_ 
parted from this mode of wodhip, as againfr thofe who 
abfented themfelves from the church and the facrap1ents 

s Strype, vol. i. p. 79• t Ibid. P• 95• u ~ Eli~, cap. 2. 

And 

And thus in 
or clamour, 

the very eo 

young worn 
efreemed 1i 

though it 
was every\\ 

'Labeth1s ac 

THE CO 

more diffic 
They vote 

land, and 
ther with 
departed fr 

fance towa 
which the 
fix her c 

be mydi 
drefs was 
met with 
that, as t 

general te1 

pretending 
not take 
than as a 

to her: Tl 
have ill b 
to be?J as· 
was a pri 

had alwar. 
as an incu 

perfevere i 
k:ingdom \ 
entirely d 



prohibited 
tting leafes 

This law 
rty of the 
our of the 
fual for the 
ement with 
ious aliena
cl the lands 
illaging the 
f James I. 
d them to 

1 they had 
er plunder 

incurred 

inftances, 
ts, being 

n punifhed 
Cl:ory, the 
rtant Rep, 
lilhing the 
r Edward 
p • 

e who de. 
thofe who 
lcraments, 

EL I Z AB ET H. 

And thus in one feffion, without any violence, tumult, c H A ~· 

or clamour, was the whole fy:fl:cm of religion altered, on~ 
the very commencement of a reign, and by the will of a tss!. 
young woman, whofe title to the crown was by many 
e:fl:eemed liable to great objeB:ions : An event, which, 

though it may appear furprifing to men in the prefent age, 
was every where expeB:ed on the firft intelligence of Eli-

zabeth's acceffion. 

THE commons alfo made a facrifice to the queen, 
more difficult to obtain than that of any articles of faith : 
They voted a fubfidy of four fhillings in the pound on 
land, and two fhillings and eight pence on goods, toge
ther with two fifteenths w. The houfe in no infranc,e 

departed from the moft refpeB:ful deference and complai
fance towards the queen. Even the importunate addref:", 
which they made her on the conclufion of the feffion, t<> 

fix her choice of a hu:fband, could not, they fuppofcd, 

be very difagreeable to one of her fcx and age. The ad
drefs was couched in the mofi refpeB:ful expreffions ; yet 
met with a refufal from the queen. She told the fpeakel, 
that, as the application from the houfe was conceived irl 

general terms, only recommending marriage, without 

pretending to direB: her choice of a hufoand, fhe could 
not take offence at the addrcfs, or regard it otherwife 
than as a new infiance of their arreccionate att2.chment 

to her: That any farther interpofition on· their part would 
have ill become either them to make as fubjeccs, or he1· 

to bear as an incfependant princefs : That even while ihc 
was a private perfon, and expofed to much danger, £he 

had always declined that engagement, which .fhc regarded' 
as an incumbrance; much more, at prefent, would fhe 

perfevere in this fentiment, when the charge of a. great 

kingdom was committed to her, and her life o:tght to be 
ntirel y devoted to promoting the intcrefis of religion 

w Sse note [ AJ at the end of the volume. 
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c H A P. and the happinefs of her fubjeB:s : Th:1t as England was 
~ her hu!band, wedded to her by this pledge (and here lhe 

1559. fhewed her finger with the fame gold ring upon it, with 
which ihe had folemnly betrothed herfelf to the king
dom at her inauguration) fo all Engliilimen were her 
children ; and while ihe was employed in rearing or go
verning fuch a family, ilie could not deem herfelf barre!l, 
or her life ufelefs and unprofitable : That if fhe ever 
entertained thoughts of changing her condition, the care 
of her fubjcCl:s' welfare would ftill be uppermofl: in her 
thoughts ; but ihould ilie live and die a virgin, lhe 
doubted not but divine Providence, fcconded by th~ir 

counfels and her own meafures, would be able to prevent 
all difpute with regard to the fucceffion, and fecure them 
a fovereign, who, pcrhap~ better than her own iffue, 
would imitate her example~ in loving and cherifhing her 
people : And that for her part, ilie dcfired that no higher 
character, or fairer remembrance of her fhould he tranf-
mitted to rofi:crity, than to have this infcription engraved 
on her tomb-ftone, when fhe !hould pay the lafi: debt to 
nature; " Here lies Elizabeth, who lived and died a 
" maiden queen x." 

Sth May. AFTER the prorogation of the parliament r, the laws, 
enaeted with regard to religion, were p.ut in execution, 
and met with little oppofition from any quarter. The 
liturgy was again introduced in the vulgar tongue, and 
the oath of fupremacy was tendered to the clergy. The 
number of bifhops had been reduced to fourteen by a . 
fi.ckly feafon, which preceded; and all thefe, except the 
biihop of Landaffe, having refufed compliance, were de-

x Camden, p 375• Sir Simon d'Ewes, 

Y It is thought remarkable by Camden, that though this feffion was the 
ndl of the reign, no pcrfon was attainted; but on the contrarv, fome re
flared in blood lly the parlrament.. A good fymptom of the len{ty, at leall: 
of the prudence of the queen's government; and that it lhould appear re:• 
markable, is a p· o:>f of the rigour of preceding rt:i~ns, 
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ELIZABETH. i5 

graded from their fees : But of the inferior cler·:ry c H A P. 
~ b XXXVIH 
throughout all England, where there are near ro,ooo ~ 
p:1rifhes, only eighty reCtors and vicars, fifty prebendaries, 1559· 

fifteen hc<rds of colleges,. twelve archdeacons, and as 
many deans, facrificed their livings to their religious 

principles z. Thofe in high ecclefiaftical ftations, being 

expofed to the eyes of the world, feem chiefly to have 

placed a point of honour in their perfeverance; but on 

the whole, the protefl:ants, in the former change intro-

duced by Mary, appear to have been much more rigid 

and confcientiaus. Though the catholic religion, adapt-
ing itfelf to the fenfes, and enjoining obfervances, which 
enter into the common train of life, does at prefent lay 
faH:er hold on the mind than the reformed, which, being 
chiefly fpiritual, refembles more a fyilem of metaphyfics ;· 

yet was the proportion of zeal, as well as of know-
ledge, during the firft ages after the reformation, much 
greater on the fide of the proteftants. The catholics 
continued, ignorantly and fupinely, in their ancient 

belief, or rather their ancient practices : But the reform-
ers, obliged to difpute on every occafion, and inflamed 
to a degree of enthuiiafm by novelty and perfecution, had 
:fhongly attacl ed themfelves to their tenets; and were 

ready to facrifice their fortunes and even their lives, in 
fupport of their fpeculative and abfiratl: principles. 

THE forms and ceremonies, frill preferved in the Eng
li!h liturgy, as they bore fame refemblance to the an
Cient fervice, tended farther to reconcile the catholics to 
the efiabli!hed religion; and as the queen permitted no other 
mode of worfhip,. and at the fame time firuck out every 
thing that could be ofFenfive to them in the new liturgy a, 
even thofe who were addicted to the Romi!h communion 

made no fcruple of attending the efiablilliled church. 

z Carnden, p. 376. Heylin, p. us. Strype, vol. i, p. 73• with fome 

fmal~ varii\ti<ms. a He)lin, p. lll. 

Had 
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c H A P. Had Elizabeth gratified her own inclinations, the exteriot 
XXXVIII. h' h . h h" f . n_ • h h ~appearance, w tc Is t e c 1e Circumn:ance Wit t e 

J559· people, would h:tvc been :frill more fimilar between the 
new and the ancient form of worihip. Her love of 
fiate and ~agnificence, which fhe affected in every thing, 
infpired her with an inclination towards the pomp of the 
catholic religion ; and it was merely in compliance w1th 
the prejudices of her party, that !he gave up either ima
ges or the addreffes to faints, or prayers for the dead b. 

Some foreign princes interpofed to procure the Romanifrs' 
the privilege of fep:trate affemblies in particdar cities, 
but the queen would not comply with their requefr; 
and reprcfentcd the mar~ifefr danger of difl:urbing the na
tional peace by a toleration of different religions c. 

Peace with 
Funce. 

"\VHILE the queen and parliament were employed in 
fetti.ing the public religion, the ncgociations for a peace 
were frill conduE!:cd, firfi: at Cercamp, then at Cateau
Cambrefis, betvvcen the minifiers of France, Spain, anc1 
England; and Elizabeth, though equally pruJcnt, was 
not fo fucccfsful in this tranfaB:ion. Philip employed 
his utmofl: efforts to procure the refi:itution of Calais, 
both as bound in honour to indemnify Engiand, which, 
merely on his account, had been drawn into the war; 
and as engaged in intereft to remove France to a difi:ancc 
from his frontiers in the Low Countries. So long as he 
entertained hopes of efpoufing the queen, he delayed con
cluding a peace with Henry; and even after the change 
of religion in England deprived him of all fuch views, 
his minifrcrs hinted to her a propoLI, which may be re
garded as rcafonablc and honourable. Though all his 
own terms with France were fettled, he feemed willing 
to continue the war, till fhc fhould obtain fatisfatl:ion; 
provided ihe would :fiipulate to adhere to the Spaniili 

b Burnet, vol. ii, p. 376, 39"'• Ca:ndcn, p. 371, 
:p. :ns. Mr)pe, vol, i, P· zso) 37Co 
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ELIZABETH. 

alliance, and continue hofrilities againfl:Hcnry, during the C H A p. 
XXXV Hi. 

<:ourfe of fix years d : But Elizabeth, after confulting '-v---J 

with her minifrers, wifely rejected this propofal. She 1 559· 

was fenfible of the low ftate of her finances ; the great 

debts contraCted by her father, brother, and fifrer ; the 

cliforders introduced into every part of the adminifrra-

tion; the divifions by which her people were agitated; 

and fhe was convinced that nothing but tranquillity dur--

ing fome years could bring the kingdom again into a 

flourilhing condition, or cnab!e her to aCt with dignity 

and vigour, in her tranfacrions with foreign nations. 

Well acquainted with the value which Henry put upon 

Calais, and the impoffibility, during the prefent emer-

gency, of recovering it by treaty, !he was willing rat~er 

to fu:lfer that lofs, than fubmit to fuch a dependance 

on Spain, as fhe mufr expeCt to fall into, jf fbc conti-

nued pertinaciou!ly in her prefent dem:::md. She ordered, 

therefore, her ambafTadon, lord Effingham, the bifhop 

of Ely, and Dr. Wotton, to concluae the negociation, 

.and to fettle a peace with Henry, on any rc::'.fonable 

terms. Henry offered to fl:i pulatc a marriage between 

the eldefr daughter of the dauphin, and the cld"'lt f<)n of 

Elizabeth; 2nd to engage for the rcCritution of C:1lais as 

the dowry of that princds e ; but as the q uecn was fen-

fible, that this treaty would appear to the world a pal-

pable evafion, lhe infiHcd upon mor~ cquit~blc, at leafr, 

more plaufible conditions. It was at lafl: agreed, that 

Henry iliould refrore C:.Uais at the expiration of eight 

years; that, in cafe of failure, he :!hould pay five h~mdrcd 

thoufand crowns, and the queen's title to Cabis 11:!1 =-~-

main; that he {} ou1J find the r~curity of fcvcn or eight 

foreign merchJ.nts, not n:.ti\·es of France, for the pay-

ment of this fum; th:tt he fhould deliver fi•,re ho{hge:; 

till that fecurity was provided; tl at if Eliza"bcth bro 

4l F01bes's Full VLcw, vol. i. p. 5o. 

VoL. v: c 
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c H A P the peace with France or Scotland during that intervaf,. 
xxxvm. fh fh ld c {" . 11 . l C 1 • b ·r L"' d "'--v--J e ou1 10ne1t a t1t1e to a1a1s; ut 1 nenry ma c: 

1)5'· war on E!izabeth1 he fhould be obliged immediately to 
.refl:ore that fortrcfs .-. All men of penetration eafily faw, 
that thcfc :ftirulations were but a colourable preten•::e for 
abandor::ir.;g Calais; but they excufcd the queen on ac
count of the neceffity of her afFairs; and they even ex
tollcJ her prudence, in fubmitting, vtithout further 
:ftruggle, to that nece:ffit:r. A peace with Scotland was 
a ncceft~try confequence of that with France. 

PHILlP and Henry terminated ho:fl:ilities by a mutual 
refiitu-tion of all places taken during the courfe of the 
war; and Philip efpoufed the princefs Elizabeth, eldefl: 
daughter of France, formerly betrothed to hrs fon Don 
Carlos. The duke of Savoy married Niargaret, Henry's 
fifier, and obtained a refl:itution of all his dominions of 
Savoy and Piedmont, except a few towns, retained by 
France. And thus general tranquillity feemed to be re
fror~d to Europe. 

..._.~ 0 ,. BuT thoug·h a peace was concluded and {ibo-ned between 
1J11g11 0~• 

twten the France anJ England, there foon appeared a ground of 
qn~en, and J . ~ fl_ .r. , d . 
vtJry queen quarrc , ot tnc mou: 1Cnous nature, an whrch was after-

.;· Scots. wards attended with the moil important confequences. 
The two marriages of Henry VIII. that with Catherirre 
of Arragon, and that with Anne Boleyn, were incom
patible with each other; and it fcemed impoffible, that 
both of them could be regarded as valid and legal : But 
{till the birth of Elizabeth lay under fome difadvantages, 

· to whid1 that of her iifler, Mary, was not expofed. 
Henry's :fidl: marriage had obtained the fantl:ion of all 
the powers, both civil and ecclefiaftical, wh:ch were 
then acknowledged in England; and it was natural, for 
yroteftants as well as Romanifrs,. to allow, on account of 

e ftncere intention of the parties, that their iffue oug~t 

f forbes, p. 6~. Rymer, tom, xv, p. 505. 
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to be regarded as legitimate. But his divorce and fecond c H A P. 
. XXXVIII. 

marriage had been concluded m direB: oppofition to the ~ 
fee of Rorne; and though they had been ntified by the 15\9• 

authority both of the Engliih parliament and convoca-
tion, thofe who were firongly attached to the catholic 
communion, and who reafoned with great firiB:nefs, 

were led to regard them as entirely invalid, and to deny 
altogether the queen's right of fucceffion. T'he next 

heir of blood was the queen of Scots, now married to 
the dauphin ; and the great po-vvcr of that princefs, 
joined to her plaufible title, rendered her a formidable 

rival to Elizabeth. The king of France had fecretly 

been foliciting at Rome a bull of excommunication 

againfi the queen; and fhe h~d here been beholden to 

the good offices of Philip, who, from intcrefr more than 
either friendfhip or generofity, had negociated in her fa-
vour, and had fuccefsfully oppofed the pretenfions of 
Henry. But the court of France was not difcouragcd 

with this repulfe: The duke of Guife, and his brothers, 
thinking, that it would much augment their credit, if 
their niece fhould bring an acccffion of England, as !he 
had already done of Scotland, to the crown of France, 
engaged the king not to negleCt: the claim; and, by their 

perfuafion, he ordered his fon and daughter-in-law to 

affume openly the arms as well as title of England, and to 
quarter thefe arms on all their equipages, furniture, an·d 

liveries. When the Englifh ambafEdor complained of 
this injury, he could obtain nothing but an evafive an-
fwer; that as the queen of Scots was ddccndcd from 
the blood roy:tl of England, fbe was entitled, by the 
example of many princes, to uffume the arms of that 
kingdom. But befides that this pratl:ice had never pre-

vailed without permifiion being firfr obtained, and with-
"ut making a vifible difference between the arms, Eliza-
beth plainly faw, that this preteniion h;,td not been ad-

C 2 vanced 
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c H A P. vanccd durino- the reio-n of her fifrer Mary·; and that, 
xxxvm. ok. f oF . d d h fi J)_ '---.--..J therefore, the 'mg o ranee mten e , on t e rn: op-

I559· portunity, to difpute her legitimacy, and her title to the 
crown. Alarmed at the danger, ilie thenceforth con ... 
ceived a violent jealoufy agai11fr the queen of Scots ; and 
was determined, as far as poffible, to incapacitate Henry 
from the execution of his projeCt. The fudden death of 
thlt monarch, who was killed in a tournament at Pa
ris, while celebrating the cfpoufals of his fifter with the 
duke of Savoy, altered not her views. Being informed 
that his fucceffor, Francis II. :llill continued to affume, 
without rcfcrve, the title of king of England, ihe began 
to confider him and his queen as her mortal enemies; and 
t,h8 prcfcnt fituaticn of affairs in Scotland afforded her a 
favourable opportunity, both of revenging the injury, 
and providing for her own fafcty. 

Afi:airs of THE murder of the c~rdinal·-primate at St. Andrews 
Scotbnd. had deprived the Scotch catholics of a head, whofe fe

vcrity, courage, and capacity had rendered him ex
tremely formidable to the innovators in religion; and 
the execution of the laws againfr herefy began thence
forth to be more remifs and gentle. The queen-regent 
gove:·ncd the kingdom by prudent and moderate counfcls J 

aad as :!he v:as not difpofed to facrifice the civil interefrs 
of the fiate to the bigotry or intcref:-s of the clergy, ilic 
deemed it more eYpeclient to tempcrize, and to connive 
at the progref~ of a doCtrine, which fue had not power 
entirely to rcprefs. "VVhen informed of the death of 
Edward, and the accefiion of 1\/bry to the crown of 
Engl:md, fhe entertained hopes, that the Scottiih re
formers, deprived of ·the co-&ntenance which thev receiv
ed from that powerful kingdom, would lofe their ardour 
\Vith their profpect of fucccfs, and would gradually re
turn to the faith of their anceilors. But the progrefs and 
revolutions of _religion arc little governed by the ufual 
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maxims of civil policy; and the event much difappointcd c H P. 

1 ' n.. . M f h E l.ih XXXVIU. t 1e regents cxpcL.LatiOns. any o t e ng 1 preachers, "--v--J 

terrified with the feverity of Mary's government, took 1 559· 

ihelter in Scotland, where they found more proteCtion, 

and a milder admini!l:ration; and while they propagated 

their theological tenets, they filled the whole kingdom 

with a jufl: horror again!l: the cruelties of the bigottcd 

catholics, and iliowed their difciples the fate, which they 

mu!l: expeCt, if ever their adverfaries ihould attain an un

controuled authority mrer them. 

A HIERARCHY, moderate in its acquifitions of power 

and riches, may fafely grant a toleration to feCl:aries ; 

and the more it foftens the zeal of innovators by lenity 

and liberty, the more fccurely ·will it poffefs thofe advan

tages, which the legal e!l:ablifhments b~ftow upon it. 

But where fuper!l:ition has raifed a church to fuch an ex

orbitant height as that of Rome, perfecution is Iefs the 

refult of bigotry in the prie!l:s, than of a neceffary po

licy ; and the rigour of law is the only method of re

pelling the attacks of men, who, bcfides religious zeal, 

have fo many other motives, derived both from public and 

private interc!l:, to engage them on the fide of innova

tion. But though fuch overgrovv,n hierarchies may long 

fupport themfelves by thefe violent expedients, the time 

comes, when feverities tend only to enrage the new 

fectaries, and make them break through all bounds of 

reafon and moderation. This crifis was now vifib1y ap

proaching in Scotbncl; and whoever confiders merely 

the tranfacrions refulting from i~, will be inclined to 

t: row the blame equally on both parties; wl oever en
larges his view, and reficcrs on the fituations, will re

mark the neceffary progrefs of human aff;1i;·s, r.nd the 

operation of thofc principles, which are inh.crcnt in hu-

n:m nature. 

SoME 
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c H A 1'. SoME heads of the reformers in Scotland, fuch as th~ x;, x-.r m. . , 
. '-'\r"' earl of Argylc, h1s fon lord Lorne, tne earls of Morton, 

1
559· and Glcncarnc, Erfkine of Dun, and others, obferving F eforma-

tion in Scot- the dan2,;er to which they were expofed, and defirous to 
l.llld. ~ h . . . 1 cl . l . t b d propa6atc t c1r pnnc1p cs, entere pnvate y m o a on 

or affociation; and called themfelves the Congregation of 
the Lord, in contradifrinCl:ion to the efl:ablifhed church, 
which they denominated the congregation of Satan. The 
tenor of the bond was as follows : " We perceiving how 
" Satan, in his members, the antichrift of our time, do 
" cruelly rage, fceking to overthrow and to defl:roy the 
" gofpcl of Chri:fl: and hi& congregation, ought, accord
" ing to our bounden duty, to fl:rive, in our mafter's 
" caufc, even unto the death, being certain of the 
~' viClory in him. "\Ve do therefore promife, before the 
" majcfl.y of God and his congregation, that we, by his 
" grace, {hall \Vith all diligence continually apply our 
" whole power, fubfiance, and our very lives, to main
" tain, fet forward, and efrablifh the moft bleffed word 
" of God and his congregation : and fhall labour, by 
" all poilible means, to have faithful minifters, truly and 
" purely to mini:fl:er Chri:fl:'s gofpel and facraments to 
" his people: \Ve f.hall maintain them, nourifu them, 
" anJ defend them, the whole concrregation of Chrifr 

0 . ' 
" and every member thereof, by our whole power, and 
" at t:1e hazard of our lives, againft Satan, and all 
'' \Vicked power, who may intend tyranny and trouble 
" againfr the faid congregation : Unto which ' holy 
'' word and congregation we do join ourfelves; and 
~' we forfake and renounce the congregation of Satan, 
" with all the fuperftitious abomination and idola
" try thereof; and moreover fhall declare ourfelves 
" manifefily enemies thereto, by this faithful promife 
" before God, tc!tified to this cono-ref)-ation by our fub-o ~ 

" fcriptions 
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"'' {criptions. 
.G' 1557 g." 

At Edinbur
0
r-h, the third of December, c H A P. 

XXX:V1II • 

t...--v---1 

HAD the fnbfcribers of this zealous league been con- 1
559• 

tent only to demand a toleration of the new opinions; 

however incompatible their pret-cnfions might have been 
with the pol.icy of the church of Rome, they would 
h:we had the praife of oppofing tyrannical Jaws, enacted 
to fupport an efrabliilimcnt prejudici.al to civil fociety: 

But it is plain, that they carried thei.r views much far

ther; and their practice immediately difcovcrcd the fpirit 
by which they were aCluated. Supported by the authority~ 

which, they thought, belonged to them :1s the congrega
tion of the Lord, they ordained, that prayers in the vul
gar tong~.te h ihould be ufed in all the p::triili churches of 

the kingdom ; and that preaching, and the interpretation 

<>f the fcriptures fhould be praB:ifed in private houfes, 
t~ll God fhould move the prince to grant public preach

ing by faithful and true minifiers i, Such bonds of af

fociation are always the forerunners of rebellion ; and 
this violent invafion of the efiabli!hcd religion was the 

·acrual commencement of it. 
BEFORE this league was publicly known or avowed~ 

the clergy, alarmed with the progrefs of the reformation, 
attempted to recover their lofi authority, by a violent ex
ercife of power, which tended {till farther to augment 
the zeal and number of their enemios. Hamilton, the 

primate, feized "\V alter Mill, a priefi of an irreproach
able life, who had embraced the new doCl:rines ; and 

having tried him at St. Andrews, condemned him to the 
£amcs for herefy. Such general averfion was difcovercd 

to this barbarity, that it was fome time before the bi

fuops could prevail on any o.oe to aB: the part of a civil 

g Keith, p. 66. Knox:, p. J()t. 

king Edward's liturgy in Sco~Lmd.. 

~nox, P• IOio 

h The reformers ufed at that time 

Forbes, p. I)$• i Kcith, p. 66. 
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c H A P-juJge, and pronounce fentence upon Mill; and even after 
XXXVIII. the time of his execution was fixed, all the lhops of St. 
~-;- Andrews being lhut, no one would fell a rope to tie him 

to the frake, and the primate himfelf was obliged to 
furnifh this implement. The man bore the torture with 
that courage, which, though ufual on thefe occafions, 
always appears fupernatural and afronifhing to the mul
titude. The people, to exprefs their abhorrence againfl: 
the cruelty of the pricfis, raifed a monument of fl:ones 
on the place of his execution; and as fail as the fi:ones were 
removed by order of the clergy, they were again fupplied 
from the voluntary zeal of the populace k. It is in vain 
for men to oppofe the feverefl: punifhment to the united 
motives of religion and public applaufe; and this was 
the ]aft barbarity of the kind, which the catholics had 
the power to exercife in Scotland. 

SoME time after, the people difcovered their fenti
ments in fuch a manner as was fufficient to prognofricate 
to the priefts the fate, which was awaiting them. It 
was ufual on the fdtival of St. Gile~, the tutelar faint 
of Edinburgh, to carry in proceffion the image of that 
faint ; but the protefrants, in order to prevent the cere
mony, found means, on the eve of the fefl:ival, to pur
loin the fl:atue from the church ; and they pleafed them
felves with imagining the furprife and difappointment of 
his votaries. The clergy, however, framed liafrily a new 
image, which, in d~rifion, was called by the people 
Young St. Gile.s; and they carried it throuo-h the fi:rects 

• b ' attended with all the eccle.fi::dtics in the to\vn and neigh-
bourhood. The multitude abfraineJ fro.. violence fo. 
long as tbe queen-regent continued a fpectator, but the 
moment fhc retired, they invaded the idol, threw it in 
t

1
1c mire, and broke i ... in pieces. The Right and terror 

..,f th~ pridts and friars, who, it w2.s remarked, deferted, 
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tremi~:es wi 

Bvr zfte 

reformers, " 

n~l 2ct cf 
p:c:rfiant t 
d at ~t1rlin 



ND. 

nd even after 
fhops of St. 
pe to tie him 

obliged to 
torture with 

fe occafions 
I 

to the mu]. 

rence againfr 
ent of fiones 
e fioneswere 

gain fupplied 
It is in vain 

to the united 
nd this was 

catholics h~ 

their fenti. 
prognofiicate 
g them. It 
tutelar faint 
age of iliat 
nt the cere· 
val, to pur· 
leafed them· 
ointment of 

afiily a new 
the people 
the fireets, 
and neigh· 
violence fo 
or, but the 

threw it in 
and term 

ij, de{ert~, 

ELIZABETH. 

in his greatefl: difirefs, the objeB: of their wor!hip, was c H A P. xxxvni. 
th~ fource of univerfal mockery and laughter. ~ 

ENCOURAGED by all thefe appeaqmces, the congrega- 1559• 

tion proceeded with alacrity in openly foliciting fubfcrip-

tions to their league ; and the death of Mary of England, 

with the acceffion of Elizabeth, which happened about 
this time contributed to encreafe their hopes of final fuc-

cefs in their undertaking. They ventured to prefent a 

petition to the regent, craving a reformation of the 

church, and of the wicked, fcanddous, and detdfable lives 

of the prelates and ecclefiaf!::ics J. They framed a petition~ 

which they intended 'to prefent to parliament, and in 

which, after premifing, that they could not communicate 
with the damnable idolatry, and intolerable abufes of the 
papifiical church, they defired, that the laws againfi he-

retics !hould be executed by the civil magifi:rate alone, 

and that the fcripture fuould be the foie rule for judging 

of herefy m. They even petitioned the convocation, and 

infified, that prayers fuould be faid in the vulgar tongue~ 

and that bifhops fuould be chofen with the confent of the 

gentry of the diocefe, and prief!::s with the confent of the 

pariihioners n. The regent prudently temporized between 

thcfe parties ; and as £he aimed at procuring a matrimo-
nial crown for her fon-in-law, the dauphin, fhe was, on 

that as well as other accounts, unwilling to come to ex

tremities with ei .. l1er of them. 
Bur after th~s concefiion was obtained, {he received 

orders from France, probably diCtated by the haughty 
fpirit of her brothers, to proce~d vvith rigour again!l: the 

reformers, and to refrore the royal authority by fome fig
n~l aB: of power 0 • She 1 ade the mofi: eminent of the 
protef!::ant teachers be cited to appear before the coun

cil at Stirling; but when their followers were marching 

l Knox, p. 121. 

~I, ~2, 

m Tbid, p. 123. 

Ml'lvil's Mem~·ir•, p. Z4· 

n Keith, p. ;S, 
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c H A P. thither in great multitudes, in order to proteCt and COU11-
.XKXVI!I, fh . d h fi f . r. 
!o....-v--.1 tcnance them, e entertame appre en 1ons o an lniur-

l559• reB:ion, and, it is faid, diffipatcd the people by a pro
mife P, that nothing lhould be done to the prejudice of 
the mini:lters. This promife was violated ; and a fen
tcncc paired, by which all the mini:lters were pronounced 
rebels on account of their not appearing. A meafure, fo 
mfh and ill advifed, enraged the people, and made them 
rcfolvc to oppofe the regent's authority by force of arms, 
aTid to proceed to extremity againfr the clergy of the dl:a
bliilied religion. 

IN this critical time, John Knox arrived from Geneva, 
where he had paffed fome years in banilhment, and where 
he had imbibed, from his commerce with Calvin, the 
highcfl:: fanaticifm of his feet, augmented by the natural 
ferocity of his own character. He had been invited back. 

uth May. to Scotland by the leaders of the reformation; anu mount
ing the pulpit at Perth, during the prefent ferment of 
men's minds, he declaimed with his ufual vehemence 
againfr the idolatry and other abominations of the church 
of Rome, and incited his audience to exert their utmofr 
zeal for its fubverfion, A priefr was fo imprudent, after 
this fermon, as to open his repofitory of images and re
liques, and prepare himfelf to fay mafs. The audience, 
exalted to a difpofition for any furious enterprize, were as 
much enraged as if the fpccbcle had not been quite fa
miliar to them: They attacked the priefr with fury, broke 
the images in pieces, tore the piCtures., overthrew the al
tars, fcattered about the facred vafes ; and left no imple
ment of i.dolatrous worihip, as they termed it, entire or 
.undefaccd.. They thence proceeded, with additional 
numbers and augmented rage, to the monafreries of the 
grey and black friars, which they pillaged in an infrant; 
The Carthufians underwent the fame fate: And the po-. 

.P See note [B] at the ~nd of the ~olume. 
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pulace, not content with robbing and expelling the C H A P.· 

d 1 . f 1 b "ld" h" l h XXXVIII. monks, vente t 1e1r ury on t 1e m mgs, w 1c 1 ad ~ 

been the receptacles of fuch abomination; and in a little 1 559· 

time nothing but the walls of thefe edifices was left frand-

ing. The inhabitants of Couper in Fife foon after imi-

tated the example q. 

THE queen-regent provoked at thefe violences aifem- Civil wars 
' in Scotland · 

bled an army, and prepared to chafl:ife the rebels. She ' 

had about two thoufand French under her command, with 

a few Scottiih troops ; and being affifl:ed by fuch of the 

nobility as were well affeCted to her, fhe pitched her camp 
within ten miles of Perth. Even the earl of Argyle, and 

lord James Stuart, prior of St. Andrews, the queen's na-

tural brother, though deeply engaged with the reformers, 

attended the regent in this enterprize, either becaufe they 

blamed the fury of the populace, or hoped by their own 

influence and authority to mediate fome agreement be-

tween the parties. The congregation, on the other hand, 

made preparations for defence; and being joined by the 

earl of G lencarne from the weft, and being countenanced 

by many of the nobility and gentry, they appeared for-

midable from their numbers, as well as from the zeal by 

which they were animated. They fent an addrefs to the 

regent, where they plainly infinuated, that, if they were 

purfued to extremity, by the cruel beajls the churchmen, 

they would have recourfe to foreign powers for affifrance; 

and they fubfcribed themfelves her faithful fubjects in all 
things not repugnant to God; aifuming, at the fame time 

the name of the faithful congregation of Chrifi Jefus r. 

They applied to the nobility attending her, and main-

tained, that their own pafl: violenccs were jufiificd by the 

word of God, which commands the godly to defrroy. ido-

latry, and all the monuments of it; and though all civil 

authority \Vas facred, yet was there a great difference be-

q Spotfwood, p. 1211 Knox, P• IZ7• r KnoJC, p. IZ9• 
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c H A P. tween the authority and the perfons who exercifed it • ; 
XXXVIII. . h b fid d h h h r "'--Y---1 and that It oug t to e con 1 ere , w et er or not t o1e 

:JSS9· abominations, called by the pefrilent papifrs, Religion, 
and which they defend by fire and f word, be the true reli

gion of Chrift Jefus. They remonfrrated with fuch of 
the queen's army as had formerly embraced their party, 
and told them, " That as they were already reputed trai
~' tors by God, they fhould likewife be excommunicated 
" from their fociety, and from the participation of the 
" facraments of the church, which God by his mighty 
~' power had erected among them ; whofe minifl:ers haye 
" the fame authority which Chrifr granted to his apo:!Hes 
" in thefc words, l17hife fins ye Jhall forgive }hall be for
~' given, and whofe fins ye }hall retain }hall be retained r.', 
We may here fee, that thefe new faints were no lcfs lofty 
in their pretenfions than the ancient hierarchy; and it 
was therefore no wonder they were enraged againfl: the 
latter as their rivals in dominion. They joined to all 
thefe declarations an addrefs to the eftablifhed church ; 
and they affixed this title to it. " To the generation of 
" antichrifr, the pefiilent prelates and their jbavelings u 

" in Scotland, the congregation of Chrifl: Jcfus within 
" the fame fayeth." The tenor of the m2nife:fto was 
fuitable to the title. They told the eccleiiaftics, "As. 
" ye by tyranny intend not only to defrroy our bodies,. 
" but alfo by the fame to hold our fouls in bondage of 
"the devil, fubjetl: to idolatry; fo Thall \ve, with all the 
'' force and power which God ihall grant unto us, exe
" cute jufl: vengeance and punifhmcnt upon you : Yea, 
" we lhall begin that fame -vvar which God commanded 
" Ifrael to execute againfr the Canaanites ; that is, con
'' trace of peace ihall never be made, till you deftfl: from 
" your open idolatry, and cruel perfcct.tion of God' 
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t- children. And this, in the name of the eternal God, and c H A I). 

' of his fon Chrift Jcfus, whofe verity we profefs, and~ 
"'' Gofpel \Ve have preached, and holy facraments rightly 1559. 

~' adminifiered, we fignify unto you, to be our intent, 
" fo far as God will affift us to withfiand your iqolatry. 
" Take this for warning, and be not deceived w." With 
thefe outrageous fymptoms, commenced in Scotland that 

cant, hypocrify, and fanaticifm, which l,ong infefted that 
kingdom, and which, though now mollified by. the lenity 
of the civil power, is frill ready to break out on all oc-
c~fions. 

THE queen rcgen .. , finding fuch obftinate zeal in the 
rebels, was co11.tcnt to embrace the counfels of Argyle and 
the prior of St. Andrews, and to form an accommodation 
with them. She was received into Perth, which fubmit
ted, on her promifing an indemnity for paft offences~ and 

engaging not to leave any French garrifon in the place. 
Complaints, very ill founded, immediately arofe concern

in~ the infraction of this capitulation. Some of the in
habitants, it was pretended, w·ere molefl:ed on account of 
th~ late violences; ~!...1d fome companies of Scotch foldiers, 
fuppofed to be in French p:q, were quartered in the town; 
which ftep, though taken on a very plaufible pretence, 
vvas loudly exclaimed againft by the congregation"· It 
is affi rted, that the regent, to j ufi:ify thefe mcafures, de
eh red, that princes ought not to have their promifes too 
fl:riB:ly urged upon them; nor was any faith to be kept 
with heretics : And that for her part, could fhe find as 
good a colour of reafon, fhe would willingly bereave all 
thcfe men of their lives and fortunes r. But it is no wife 

likely, th2.t fuch expreffions ever dropped from tl~is pru
dent 2nd virtuous princefs. On the contrary, it appears, 
that all thefl.'! violences were difagreeable to her; that fhe 

,.,. Kei:h, p. 85, 36, 87. Knox, p. IH• 
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c H A P. was in this particular over-ruled by the authority of the 
~· French counfellors placed about her ; and that £he oftert 

1559. thought, if the management of thofe affairs had been en
tru{ted wholly to herfelf, ihe could eafily, without force, 
have a~commodated all differences z. 

THE cono-reo-ation, inflamed with their own zeal, and b b 

enraged by thefe difappointments, remained not long in 
tranquillity. Even before they left Perth, and while as 
yet they had no colour to complain of any violation of 
treaty, they had figncd a new covenant, in which, be
fides their engagements to mutual defence, they vowed, 
in the name of God, to employ their whole power in de
frroying every thing that diihonourcd his holy name; and 
this covenant was fubfcribed, among others, by Argyle 
and the prior of St. Andrews a. T'hefe two leaders now 
dcfired no better pretence for deferting the regent and 
openly jcining their aiTociates, than the complaints, how
ever doubtful, or rather falfe, of her breach of promife. 
The congregation alfo, encouraged by this acceffion of 
force, gave themfelves up entirely to the furious zeal of 
Knox, and renewed at Crail, Anfrruther, and other places 
in Fife, like depredations on the churches and monafreries 
with thofc formerly committecl at Perth and Couper. The 
regent, who marched againfr them with her army, find
ing their power fo much encreafed, was glad to conclude 
a truce for a few days, and to pafs over with her forces to 
the Lothians. The reformers befieged and took Perth ; 
proceeded thence to Stirling, where they exercifed their 
ufual fury; and finding nothing able to refifr them, they 
bent their march to Edinburgh, the inhabitants of which, 
as they had already anticipated the zeal of the congrega
tion againfi: the churches and monafrerics, gladly opened 
their gates to them. The regent, with the few forces 

z See note fCJ at the end of the volume. 
a Keith, p. 8g Knox, p. I 3 8. 
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which remained with her, took :lhelter in Dun bar, where c H A P. 
•fi d h r If . .n. • f . c XXXVIli~ 1he fort1 e er1e , m expeL-Latwn o a rem1orcement --v---J 

from France. IH9'· 

MEANWHILE, fhe employed her partizans in reprefent
ing to the people the dangerous confeq uences of this open 
rebellion; and fhe endeavoured to convince them, that 
the lord J ames, under pretence of religion,. had formed 
the fcheme of wrefi:ing the fceptre from the hands of the 
fovereign. By thefe confiderations many were engaged 
to defert the army of the congregation ; but much more 
by the want of pay or any means of fubfifrance; and the 
regent, obferving the malcontents to be much weakened, 
ventured to march to Edinburgh, with a defign of fup
preffing them. On the interpofition of the duke of Cha
telrault, who frill adhered to her, :lhe agreed to a capitu
lation, in which fhe granted them a toleration of their 
religion, and they engaged to commit no farther depreda
tions on the churches. Soon after they evacuated the city 
of Edinburgh; and before they left it, they proclaimed 
the articles of agreement; but they took care to publifh 
only the articles favourable to themfelves, and they were 
guilty of an impofrure, in adding one to the number, 
namely, that idolatry fhould not again be erected in any 
place where it was at that time fupprefied b, 

AN agreement, concluded while men were in this dif
pofition, could not be durable; and both fides endeavoured 
to frrengthen themfelves as much as poffible, againfr the 
enfuing rupture, which appeared inevitable. The regent, 
having got a reinforcement of I ooo men from France, 
began to fortify Leith; and the congregation feduced to 
their party the duke of Chatelrault, who had long ap
peared inclined to join them, and who was at lafr deter
mined by the arrival of his fon, the earl of Arran, from 
France, where he had efcaped many dangers, from 
the jealoufy, as well as bigotry, of Henry and the duke 

" See note [D] at the end of the volume. 
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c • A P. of Guife. l\1orc French troops foon after difembarked 
~ under the command of La BrofTe, who was followed by 

l559· the biihop of Amiens, and three doCtors of the Sorbonne. 

Thefe lafr were fupplied with frore of fyllogifms, au

thorities, citations, and fcholafric arguments, which they 
intended to oppofe to the Scotch preachers, and which, 

they jufrly prefumed, would acquire force, and produce 

conviB:ion on men's minds, by the influence of the 

French arms and artillery c. 

THE confrable Montmorency had always oppofed the 

marriage of the Dauphin with the queen of Scots, and 
had foretold, that, by forming fuch clofe connexion with 

Scotland, the ancient league would be dilfolved; and the 
natives of that kingdom, jealous of a foreign yoke, would 
foon become, inftead of allies, attached by interefr and 

inclination, the mofl: inveterate enemjes to the French 
government. But though the event feemcd now to have 

jufrifi.ed the prudence of that aged minifier, it is not im
probable, confidering the violent counfels, by which 

France was governed, that the infurreB:ion was deemed 

a favourable event; as affording a pretence, for fending 
over armies, for entirely fubduing the country, for attaint

ing the rebels ti, and for preparing means thence to invade 

England, and fupport Mary's title to the crown of that 
kingdom. The leaders of the congregation, well ac
quainted with thefe views, were not infenfible of their 
danger, and faw that their only fafety confified in the 
vigour and fuccef;; of their meafures. They "\Vere encou

raged by th::! _intelligence received of the fudden death of 
Henry II.; and having paffed an acr from their O'.vn au
thority, depriving the quecn-dov::a(Ter of the rc("'cnC\' and b b ,, 

ordering all the French troops to evacuate the kingdom, 
they colleB:ed forces to put their ediet in execution againfr 

c !>poifwood, p. 134• Thuan. lib. xxiv. c. Jo, 
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ELIZABETH. 33 
tliem. They became mafrers again of Edinburgh; but C H A P. 

d h r. I Jr. XXXVIII. foun t emte vcs unable to keep long poueffion of that~ 
city. Their tumultuary armies, :.~cmblcd in hafl:e, and 1559· 

fupported by no pay, foon feparated themfelvcs upon the 
Ieafr difafrer, or even any delay of fuccefs ; and were in-
capable of refifiing fuch veteran troops as the French, 
who were alfo feconded by fome of the Scotti{h nobility~ 
among whom the earl of Bothwel difl:ingui!hed himfelf. 
Hearing that the marquis ofElbeuf, brother to the regent; 
was levying a new a~my againfr them in Germany, they 
thought themfelves excufable for applying, in this extre-
mity, to the affifrance of England; and as the fympathy 
of religion, as well as regard to national liberty, had 
now counterbalanced the ancient animcfity againfi that 
kingdom, this meafure was the refult of inclination, no 
lefs than of interefl: c. Maitland of Lidington, therefore, 
and Robert Melvil, were fecretly difpatchcd by the con-
gregation to folicit fuccours from Elizabeth. 

THE wife council of Elizabeth did not long deliberate rnterp 1 fi_ 

in agreeing to this requefr, which concurred fo well with tion °~ the 
queen tn 

the views and interefl:s of their mi!hefs. Cecil in parti- Scotch af .. 

tu1ar reprefented to the queen, that the union of the fairs. 

crowns of Scotland and Frartce, both of them the heredi-
tary enemies of England, was ever regarded as a perni-
-cious event; and her father, as well as proteCtor Somer-
fet, had employed every expedient, both of war and nc
gociation, to prevent it: That the claim, which Mary 
advanced to the crown, rendered the prcfent fituation of 
England frill more dangerous, and rlc:mandcd, on the 
part of the queen, the greatefl: vigilance and precaution : 
That the capacity, ambition, and exorbitant views of 
the family of Guife, who now governed the French 
counfels, were fufficiently known; and they thcmfelves 
made no fecret of their defigri to place their niece on t!le 

e See note [EJ at the end of the vJiu:ne, 
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· c H A P. th:-one of EnO'land: Thz.t deeming themfelves fecurc of 
XXX 'IH 0 

~-- fuccefs, they had already, fomcwhat imprudently and· 
I559· prematurely, taken~~ the maik; and Throgmorton, th 

Englifh ambaflador at Paris, fent over, by every courier; 

incontcfrible pro0fs of their hofrile intentions f : That 
rhey only waited till Scotland fhould be entirely fubducd; 

and having thus deprived the E11g1i!h of the advantages~ 
refult1ng from their fituation and naval power, they pre
pared means for fubverting the q ueen's authority: That 
the zealous Catholics in England, <.lifcontented with the 
prefent government, ar.d fatisfied in the l~gal:ty of l\1ary's. 

title, \ rould bring them confiderab!c reinforcement, and 
'!odd difrurb every mcafure of deft;nce againft that for

t~:ici,1b!~ power : Th<.t the only cxpcJi,nt for preventing 

thefe dcfi:::,ns v;::<s to fe!zc the prcfcnt opportunity, an& 
take adva;tage of a like zeal in the proteftants of Scot
land ; nor could any doubt be entertained with regard to 

the jufiice of a mcafure, founded on fuch evident ncccf
fity, ::mJ dir"etcd only to the ends of idf-prefcrvation: 
'I'hc:.t though a French. \;Var, attended with great expcncc, 
feemed the neceff:u-y confequencc of fupporting tLc mal
contents in Scotland,. that power, if removed to th2 con
tinent, \vould be much lefs t~~rmidablc; and a fmall 

difl)lirfemcnt ~~ prctcnt woulc! in the end be fo~tnd the 
gr'-atdl frugality: And that the clomcfiic diiler~tions of' 
F r<mcc, which. every day aur·mcnted, together v:ith the 
alli<tncc of Philip, who, notwithiiandi1~g his bigotry a;1d! 
hypocrify, would never p~rmit the entire conqucf1 of 
Englanu, were fufficient to fccure the queen againft 
the dangerous ambition and refentment of the houfe o£ 
Guife r. 

f Forbes, ,·ol, i. p. 134, 136, 149, r5o, 159, 1G5, t8r, 194, 229, zp, 
~35- 24.r, 2.53· g Forbcs> vol. i. p. 387. Jebb, vol. i, 
p. ·H8• Keith, append. z4. 
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ELIZABETH. 35 
ELIZABETH's propenfity to caution and ceconomy was, c H A P. 

h . h . xxxvm. t ough w1t fome ddF.culty h, overcome by thefe power-~ 
fuJ motives; and .the prepared herfelf to fupport by arms 1559· 

and money the declining affairs of the congregation in 
Scotland. She equipped a Beet, which confifrcd of thir-
teen ihips of war; and giving the command of it to Win-
ter, .the fent it to the Frith of Forth : She named the 
young duke of Norfolk her lieutenant in the northern 
counties, and ihe affembled at Berwic an army of eight 
thoufand men under the command of lord Gray, warden 
of the eail:: and middle marches. Though the court of 
France, fenflble of the danger, offered her to make im-
mediate rcflitution of Calais, provided fhe would not in-
terpofe in the affairs of Scotland; fhc refolutely replied, 
That ihe never would put an inconfidcrable fiihing-
town in competition with the fafety of her dominions i; 
and ihe fiill continued her preparations. She concluded 
a treaty of mutual defence vvith the congregation, which 
was to la!1: during the marriage of the queen of Scots 

with Francis and a ye::r <lfter; ::;.nd fhe rromifed ne•;er to 
defiil: till the French had entirely evacu::1~ed .:,c·Jtland k, 

And having thus taken all proper meafures for fuccefs, 
and received from the Scots fix hofrages for the perform-
ance of articles, :fhe ordered he- B~c:: and army to begin 
their operations. 

THE appearance of Elizabeth's fleet in the Frith dif-· 15'"o. 

concerted the French army, who were at that time ra- tsrn Jan, 

vaging the county of Fife; and obliged them to make a' 

circuit by Stirling, in order to re.1ch Leith, where they 
prepared themfelves for defence. The Engli!h army, 
reinforced by scoo Scots 1, fat down before that place; 

'h Forbes, vol. i. p 454, 4Co. i Spotfwcod,. p. 14-6. k Krox, · 
p. 217. Hayn::s's S:a:e Pdf>e•~, vol. i, p. 153. l yme·, to:n. xv. p. sfg. 

1 Ilayr.es, vol. i p. l56, 25)• 
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c H A r. and after two fkirmifhes, in the former of which, the 
"'t"VV'JII 
·.,::_ ·~ --· Englifh hacl the aclvantage, in the latter the French,. 

I s6..), they began to batter the town ; and though repulfed 
with con{iJcrz..b}e lofs in a rafh and ill-conduCted affault, 

they reduced the gan:ifon to great difficulties. Their 
· difhcfs was augmented by two events; the difperfion by 

a fl:orm of d'Eibcuf's fleet, which carried a confiderable 
army on board m, and the death of the queen-regent, 
v1ho expi_rcd about this time in the cafilc of Edinburgh ; 

a \V0:11an endowed with all the capacity which ilione 
forth in her fam!ly, but poffdfcd of much more virtue 
and moderation th~m appsared in the conduB: of the 
ot:1cr branches of it. The French, who found it im
i'loiliUc to fubfi:fl.: for want of provifions, and who faw, 
that the Englifh were continually reinforced by freih 

~th J11Iy. numbers, were obliged to capitubte: And the biiliop of 
Valence and count Randan, plenipotentiaries from 
France, figncd a treaty at Edinburgh with Cecil and 
Dr. \Votton, whom Elizabeth had fent thither for that 

s~t·lement purpofe. It was there fiipulatcd, that the French fhould 
trt ~cotl.iilr. infhntly evacuate Scotland; that the king and queen of 

France anu Scotland iliould thenceforth abfl:ain from 
bearing the arms of England, or affuming the title of that 

kingdom; that farther fatisfaB:ion for the injury already 
done in th::..t particubr fhoulu be granted Elizabeth; and 
that commiffioners !hould meet to fettle this point, or if 
they could not agree, that the king of Spain fhould be 
arbiter between the crowns. Befides thefe ftipulations, 

which reg::trd~d England, fome conceffions were granted 
to the Scots ; namely, that an amnefl:y iliould be pub

lifhed for all pafl: offences; that none but natives fhould 
b~ put into any office in Scotland; that the fl:ates !hould 
n:1.me twenty-four pcrfons, of whom the queen of Scots 

m Haynes, vol. i. p. 2.1. 3• 
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ihould chufe fcvcn, and the ilatcs five, and in the hands c H A P. 

r , r. 1 £L 1d h , 1 d . ·11_ • b L-.;.:xvur. e. tne.c t·.vc vc H!OU1 t c wno.c a mm1nrat10n c ~""'/"".../ 

placed during that quecn's abfence; <.nd tint Iv1ary {hould •s6o. 
neither make peace nor war without confcnt of the 

ftates "· In order to ha!ten the execution of this im-

portant treaty, Eliz::tbcth fcnt {hips, by which the French 

forces w~rc tranfported int~ their own co~:11"Y· 

THus Europe [;!vv, in the fidl: tranfaB:ion of this 

reign, the genius and capacity of the queen and her mi
niflers. She difcerned at a difi:ance the dan6cr, which 

threatened her; and inftantly took vigorous meafurcs to 

prevent it. Making all poffibie advantages of her fitua

tion, fhe proceeded with celerity to a dccifi.on ; and was 

·not diverted by any ofFers, negociations, or remonfirancc:;' 

of the French court. She :Cropped not till {he had 

brought the matter to a final ifrue; and h:1d com·~rted 

that very pov•er, to which her enemies trufl:ed for her 

defl:ruB:ion, into her finnefi fupport and fecurity. By ex
~\eting no improper conditions from the Scottif:.t-} mal

contents even during their greatefl: difl:reifes, :lhe db.
bliilied an entire confidence with them ; and having ce

.mented the union by all the tics of gratitude, intcrefr, 

and religion, ihe now poflcffcd an influence over them 

above whJt remained even with their native fovereign. 

The regard, which ilie acquired by this dextrous and 

fpirited conduct, gave her every where, abro:.ld as well 

as at home, more authority than had attended her fifrer~ 

though fupported by all the po·N~r of the Spanifh mo ... 

.narchy 0 • 

THE fubfcquent meafures of the Scotch reformers 

tended frill more to cement th~ir union with Englanu. 

Being now entirely mafrcrs of the hngdom, they made 

JlO flrther ceremony or fcruple, in fully effecting their 

n Rymer, vol. xv. p. 593• Keith, p. l37· S,1otfwootl, p. 1~7· K,1ox, 

p. 2.~.9. o Forbes, vJl. i, p. 354, ;,yz.. Jeb!J, vol,Ji. P· ~S:t· 

D 3 pu;·pofca 
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c HA .P·purpofe. · In the treaty of Edinburgh it had been agreed, 
XXXVIII. . . fl Id r. b Jr. ~,..._ that a parhament or conventiOn 1ou 100n e auem-

Is6o. bled; and the leaders of the congregation, not waiting 
till the queen of Scots iliould ratify that treaty, thought 
themfelves fully entitled, without the fovereign's autho-. 
rity, immediately to fummon a parliament, The reform
ers prefented a petition to this alfembly; in which they 
were not contented with ddiring the efiabliiliment of their 
doctrine ; they alfo applied for the puni1hment of the, 
catholics, whom they called valfals to the Roman h_arlot ; 

and they affertcd, that, among all the rabble of the clergy, 
fuch is their expreffion, there was not one lawful mini
iter; but that they were, all of them, thieves and mur
derers ; yea, rebels and traitors to civil aut~ority; and 
therefore unworthy to be furrered in any reformed com
monwealth P. The parliament feem to have b,ecn actu
ated by the fame fpirit of rage and pcrfecution . . After 
ratifying a confeffion of faith, agreeable to the new doc
trines, they pafied a fratute againfr the mafs, and not 
only aboliilied it in all the churches, but enacted, that 
whoever, any where, either officiat d in it or was prefent 
at it, lhould be cha:flifed, for the firfi offence, with con
fifcation of goods and corporal puniihment, at the dif
crcticn of the magifrr:::te; for the fccond, with baniih
mcnt; and for the third, with lofs of life q. A law was 
c.lfo voted for abolifhing the papal jurifdiction in Scot
land: The prc:byterian form of clifcipline was fettled, 
l.:<:.vir-g o:t1y at firfi fome fhz.clow of authority to certain 
ecclefia.ltics, whom they called Superintcndants. The 
prelates of the ancient faith appeared in order to com
pbin of grez,t injufiice COU'lmitted on them by the inva
fion of their propc-rty, but the p:::.rli<:.ment took no notice 
of them ; till at lafi, thefe ecciefi:::.il:cs, tired with fruit
ld3 attcnd:mce, departed the town. They were then 

q Ibid. p. 234. 
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ited to appear; and as nobody prcfcnted himfdf, it \7as C' H A P. 

db h )' 1 ' I {j n.· XX VJH. vote y t e par~!ament, t 1at tne ecc e 1an:1cs were en-.....__......--....) 

tirely fatisfied, and founcl no reafon of complaint. 15.;o. 

SIR J ames Sandilands, prior of St. John, was fent over 

t() France to obtain the ratification of thcfe acts ; but 

was very ill received by the queen, who denied the va

lidity of a parliament, fummoned without the royal con

fcnt; and fhe refufed her fanBion to thofe fratutes. But 

thr: prote.flants gave themfelves little concern about their 

-q uecn's refufal. They immediately put the ibtutes in 

execution: They aboliilied the n.Jfs ; they fettled their 

minifrers; they committed every where furious devafb

tions on the monafieries, and even on the churches, 

which they thought p:·obncd b / idolatry; and deeming 

the property of the clergy lawful prize, they took pof

feffion, w~thout ceremony, of the far greater part of the 

ccclcfiail:ical revenues1 Their new preachers, who ha:l 

autho:-ity fufficient to incite them to war and infurretl:ion, 

could not rc:fhain their rapacity; and fanaticifm concurring 

with avarice, an incurable wound was given to the papal 

authority in that country. rrhe protefbnt nobility and 

gentry, united by the confcioufnefs of fuch u~p· rdonable 

gt!ilt, a:armcd for their new poffe ~fions, w..:ll Jcquaintcd 

with the imperious cbarad:er of the houfe of Guifc, 

faw no f.1fcty for themfd\'es but in the proteC:io11 of 

Engh'.nJ; and they difpatched Mo1 ton, Gl"r=carn , and 

Lidington to exprefs their fincerc gratitude to the quee!l 

for her pafi: fcwours, and repreicnt to her the neceHity of 

continuing them. 

ELIZABETH, on her part, h:d eqm~l rcafon to main- French af-
• • • 1 1 c t a .1 r f,, i r~. t::m an umon w1t11 t 1e ...,cotc11 protenants ; anu toon 

f)und that the houfe of GuiCe, no~withfranding their 

fo:.- .::er difappcintl:l'ren:s, h2.d not laid afidc the dd'ign of 

CD:1tef:ing her title; and fubverting her at!thority. Fran-

. 1-~ .. nd .JVt~ry, whofe counfels \Vere vYholly cireacd by 
D 4 ili~n, 
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C H A P ·them, refufcd to ratify the treaty of Edinburgh ; and 
XXXVII f. fh . . r. · f n. · c h '--.r--J owed no difpofitwn to gtve her any 1at1s ·aL-LLon 10r t at 

JSt 0 ·J mortal injury and affront, which they had put upon her, 
by their openly affuming the title and arms of England. 
She was fcnfible of the danger attending fuch preten
fions; and it was with ple~fure fhe heard of the violent 
fad:ions, which prevailed in the French government, and 
of the oppoiition, which had arifen againfr the meafures 
of the duke of Guife. That ambitious prince, fupported 
by his four brothers, the cardinal of Lorraine, the duke 
of Aumale, the marquis of Elbeuf, and the grand prior, 
men no lcfs a!~1bitious than himfelf, had engroifcd all 
the authority of the crown; and as he was pofiefied of 
C\'ery quality,. which could command the efi:eem or fe
duce the affections of men, there appeared no end of 
his acquifitions and pretenfions. The confi:able Mont
morency, who had long balanced h1s credit, was deprived 
of all power: The princes of the blood, the king of 
N avarre, and his brother, the prince of Conde, were 
entirely excluded from offices and favour: The queen
mother herfdf, Catherine de Medicis, found her influ
ence every day declining: And as Francis, a young 
prince, infirm ~both in mind and body, was wholly go
verned by his confort, who knew no law but the plea
fure of her uncles, men defpaired of ever obtaining 
freedom from the dominion of th<:t afpiring family. 
It was the contcfrs of religion, which firft infpired the 
French with courage openly to oppofe their unlimited 
authority. 

THE theological difputes, firft ftarted in the north of 
Germany, and next in Switzerland, countries at that 
time wholly illiterat.e, had long ago penetrated into 
France; and as they were affifted by the general difcon-

. tt:n~ again~. the,.. c~urt znd church of Rome, and by the 
zealous fpmt or t11e age, the profelytes to the new reli ... 
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ELIZABETH. 

gion were fccretly encrcafing in every province. · Hen- c H A P. 

II . . . . f- h' f: h F . 1 cl XXXVII£. ry . 111 nmtat10n o rs at er ranc1s, 1a oppofed ~ 

the progrefs of the reformers ; and though a prince ad- 156o. 

dieted to pleafure an<l fociety, Le was tranfportcd by a 

Ychemence, as well as bigotry, which had little place in 

the conduct of his predeccfior. Rigorous puniiliments 
had been inflicted on the mofr eminent of the prote:fiant 

party; and a point of honour feemed to have arifen~ 

whether the one feet could exercife, or the other fuffer 

mofr barbarity. The death of Henry put fomc :fiop to 

the perfecutions; and the people, who had admired the 

confrancy of the new preachers, now heard with favour 
and prepoffeffion their arguments and doctrines. But the 

cardinal of Lorraine, as well as his brothers, who were 
pofieffed of the legal authority, thought it their interefl: 

to fupport the efrabliihed religion; and when they revived 
the execution of the penal fratutes, they neceffarily drove 

the malcontent princes and nobles to embrace the pro-

tection of the new religion. The king of N avarre, a 
man of mild difpofitions, but of a weak charaCter, and 

the prince of Conde, who poffeffed many great qualities, 

having declared themfelves in favour of the prote:fiants, 

that feet acq uire<l new force from their countenance ; 

and the admiral Coligni, with his brother Andelot, no 

longer fcrupled to make open profeffion of their ·commu-

nion. The integrity of the admiral, who was believed 

fincere in his attachment to the new dotl:rine, and his 

high reputation both for valour ~nd conduct, for the arts 

of peace as well as of war, gave credit to the reformers; 

and after a frufrrated attempt of the malcontents to feize 

the king's perfon at Amboife, of which Elizabeth had pro-

bably fome intelligence r, every place was full of diftrac-

r Forbes, vol. i, P· zr4. Throgmorton, about this time, unwilling to 

entruft to letters the great fecrets committed to him, obtained leave, undtr 

{ome prcfext, to come over to London, 

I tion, 
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c H A P. tion, and matters haftened to an extremity between the 
XXXVIII. • 
~ parttes. But the houfe of Guife, though thefe factions 

156o. had obliged them to remit their efforts in Scotland, and 
had been one chief caufe of Elizabeth's fuccefs, were 
determined not to relinquifh their authority in France, 
or yield to the violence of their enemies. They found 
an opportunity of feizing the king of N avarre and the 
prince of Conde; they threw the former into prifon ; 
they obtained a fentence of death againft the latter; and 
they were proceeding to put the fentencc in execution, 
when the king's fudden death faved the noble prifoner, 
and iJlterrupted the profperity of the du:w of Guife ~ 

~tb Dec. The queen-mother was appointed regent to her fon 
1561

' Charles IX. now in his minority: The king of Navarrc 
was named lieutenant-general of the kingdom: The fen
tence againfi: Conde was annulled : The confl:able was 
recalled to court: And the family of Guife, though they 
:Hill enjoyed great offices and great power, found a coun
tcrpoife to their authority. 

· ELIZABETH was determined to make advantage of 
thefe events again.fl: the queen of Scots, whom ihe fiill 
regarded as a dangerous rival. She faw herfelf freed 
from the perils attending an union of Scotland with 
F ran:::e, and from the pretenfions of fo powerful a prince 
as Francis ; but :lhe confidered, at the fame time, that 
the Engliih catholics, who were numerous, and who 
were generally prejudiced in favour of 1\tlary's title, 
would now adhere to that princefs with m8re zealous 
attachment, when they faw, that her fucceffion no long
er endangered the liberties of the kingdom, and was ra
ther attcnJed with the advantage of effeB:in6 an entire 
union with Scotland. She gave orders, therefore, to h r 
ambaifador, Throgmorton, a vigilant and able minifLer, 
to renew his applications to th~ queen of Scots, and to 
te~uirc her ratification of the treaty of Edin~urgh. But 
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though Iv1ary had defifred, after her hufband's death,-C H A- P. 

from bearing the arms and title of queen of England,:::~
fue frill declined gratifying Elizabeth in this momentous t561. 

article; and being fwayed by the ambitious fuggefrions 
of her uncles, lhe refufed to make any formal renuncia-
tion of her pretcnfions. 

MEANWHILE, the queen-mother of France, who im
puted to l\1ary all the mortifications, which fhe had met· 
with during Francis's life-time, took c;;;.re to retaliate on 
her by like injuries ; and the queen of Scots, finding her 
abode in France difagreeable, began to think of return
ing into her native country. Lord James, who had been 
fent in deputation from the ftates to invite her over, fc
conded thefe intentions ; and ihe applied to Elizabeth, 
by D'Oifel, for liberty to pafs through England s : But 
fl1e received for anfwer, that, till fhe had given fatisfac
tion, by ratifying the treaty of Edinburgh, fhe ·could 
expect no favour from a perfon, whom fhe had fo much 
injured. This denial excited her indignation; and fhe 
made no fcruple of expreffing her fentiments to Throg
morton, -vvhen he reiterated his applications to gratify his 
mifi:refs in a demand, which he rcprefcnted as fo rcafon- · 
able. Having cleared the room of her attendants, fhc 
faid to him, " How weak I may prove, or how fa~ a • 
" woman's frailty may tranfport me, I cannot tell : 
" However, I am refolved not to have fo many witneHes 
" of my infirmity as your mi1hefs had at her audience 
" of my ambaffador D'Oifel. There is notl1:ng diiturbs 
'' me fo much, as the having afkcd, with fo much im
'f portunity, a fa\:our v1hich it was of no confequence 
" for me to obtain. I can, with God's leave, return 
" to my own country without 1xr leave; as I came to 
" France, in fpitc of all the oppo!l.tion of h~r brother, 
" king Edward: Neither do I w.:mt fri~nds both able and 

.a Gooddl~ vol. i. p. 175• 

" willing 
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C H A P. " willino- to conduCt me home, as they have brought me 
XXXVI11. b d {j I k 
~---.~" hither; though I was c trous rat 1er to ma e an cx-

156•· " periment of your miftrefs's friend.lhip than of the affifl:

" ance of any other perfon. I have often heard you · 

" fay, that a good correfpondence between her and my

" fclf would conduce much to the fecurity and happi

" nefs of both our kingdoms : Were fhe well convinced 

'' of this truth, .lhe would hardly have denied me fo 

'" fmall a req uefl:. But, perhaps, ilie bears a better in

" clination to my rebellious fubjeB:s than to me, their 

'' fovereign, her equal in royal dignity, her nei.r rela

" tion, and the undoubted heir of her kingdoms. Be

'' fides her friendfhip, I afk nothing at her hands: I 
" neither trouble her, nor concern myfelf in the affairs 

" of her ftate : Not that I am ignorant, that there are 

" now in England a great many malcontents, who are 

" no friends to the prefent efl:ablilhment. She is pleafed 

" to upbraid me as a perfon little experienced in the 

" world : I freely own it ; but age will cure that defect. 

" However, I am already old enough to acquit myfelf 

" honcfl:ly and courteoufly to my friends and relations, 

" and to encourage no reports of your miftrefs, which 

" would mi!hecome a queen and her kinfwoman. I 
'• \Youl~ alfo fay, by her leave, that I am :1 queen as 

" well as ihe, and not altogether friendlefs : And, per

"' haps, I have as great a foul too ; fo that methinks we 

" fhould be upon a level in our treatment of each other. 

" As foon as I have confulted the ftates of my king

" dom, I fuall be ready to give her a reafonable anfwer; 

" and I am the more intent on my journey, in order to 

" make th~ quicker difpatch in this affair. But £he, it 

" [eems, intends to ftop my journey; fo that either fhe 

" will not let me give her fatisfaB:ion, or is refo]ved 

'' not to be fatisficd; perhaps, on purpofe to keep up 

" the clif::tgreement between us. She has often reproach-
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'' ed me with my being young; and I mu!l: be very C H A P. 
• 0 I XXXVIII. 

" young, m deed, and as ill adv1fed 1 to treat_ of matters '---v--J 

" of fuch great concern and importance, without the 1 51$1. 

" advice of my parliament. I have not been wanting 

" in all friendly offices to her; but fhe diilielicves or 

" overlooks them. I could heartily wiih, that I was as 

" near allied to her in affection as in blood : For that, 

" indeed, would be a mofl: valuable alliance t." 
SucH a fpirited reply, notwithfl:anding the obliging 

terms interfperfed in it, was but ill fitted to conciliate 
friendihip between thefe rival princeifcs, or cure thofe 

mutual jealoufies which had already taken place. Eliza
beth equipped a fleet, on pretence of purfuing pyrates, 

but probably with an intention of intercepting the queen 
of Scots in her return homewards. Mary embarked at rgth Au~. 
Calais; and paffing the Englifl1 fleet in a fog, arrived Arriva~ of 

Mary m 
fafely at Leith, attended by her three uncles, the duke Scotland. 

of Aumale, the grand prior, and the marqucfs of Elbeuf, 
together with the marquefs of Damville, and other 
French courtiers. This change of abode and fituation 
was very little agreeable to that princefs. Befides her 

natural prepoffeffions in favour of a country in which 
1he had been educated from her earliefl: infancy, and 
where lhe had borne fo high a rank, ihe could not 

forbear both regreting the fociety of that people, fo cele-

brated for their humane difpofition, and their refpeclful 

attachment to their fovereigu, and reflecring on the dif-
parity of the fcene which lay before her. It is f:1id, that, 
after ihe was embarked at Calais, {he kept her eyes 
fixed on the coafr of France, and never turned them 

from that beloved objecr, till darknefs fell, and inter
cepted it from her viev:. She then ordered a cot!ch to be 
fpread for her in the open air ; .-:nd charged the pilot, 

~hat, if in the morning the land was frill in fight, he 

fhould 
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C ft A I'. fhould awake her, and afford her one parting view of 
XXXVIII. . h' 1 11 h rr n· d ~that country, m w 1c 1 a er arrcc.nons were centere • 

1561. The weather proved calm, fo that the fhip made little 
way in the night-time: And 1\tlary had once more an 
opportunity of feeing the French coa:ft. She fat up on 
her couch, and frill looking towards the land, often re ... 
peated thefe words : " Farewell, France, farewell; I 
" £hall never fee thee more u." The fir:ft afpeB:, how ... 
ever, of things in Scotland was more favourable, if not 
to her pleafure and happinefs, at lea:ft to her repofe and 
fecurity, than fhe had reafon to apprehend. No fooner 
did the French gallies appear off Leith, than people of 
all ranks, who had long expected their arrival, flocked 
towards the fhore, with an earnefr impatience to behold 
and receive their young fove.reign. Some were led by 
duty, fome by intereft, fomc by curiofity; and all com
bined to exprefs their attachment to her, and to infinuate 
th::mfclves into her confidence, on the commencement of, 
her admini:ftration. She had now reached her nineteenth 
year; and the bloom of her youth and amiable beauty of 
her perfon were farther recommended by the affability of 
her addrefs, the poJ itenefs of her manners, and the elega'nce 
of her genius. "\iV ell accomplifhed in all the fuperficia1, 
but engaging graces of a court, ilie afforded, when bet
ter known, frill more promifing indications of her cha
racter ; and men progno:fticated both humanity from her 
foft and obliging deportment, and penetration from her 
t.afie in all the refined arts of mufic, eloquence, and 
poetry w. And as the Scots had long been deprived o( 
the prefence of their fovereign, whom. they once de
fpaired ever more to behold among them, her arri\•al 
(eemed to give univerfal fatisfaCl:ion; arrd nothing ap
peared about the court, but fymptoms of affection, joy, 
and feftivity. 

u Keith, p. 179• J~bb, vol. ii p. 483. v: Buchan. lib. yv'i. 
c;, 9• Spotfwood, P• 178, 179. Keith, p. 180. T.l11.1an. lib, xxix c. :z.. 
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ELIZABETH. 7 
·THE fidl: meafures which Mary embraced, confirmed c H A P. 

11 h rr ffi · d · h c. S XXXVIII. a t c prepoue .. wns entertame m er .tavour. he fol-~ 
]owed the advice given her in France b-y D'Oifel and 1561. 

the bifhop of Amiens, as well as her uncles; and !he 
befl:owed her confidence entirely on the leaders of the 
reformed party, who had greateft influence over the 
people, and who, fhe found, were alone able to fupport 
her government. Her brother, lord James, whom lhe 
foon aft~ created earl of Murray, obtained the chief au
thority; and after him Lidington, fecretary of fi:ate, a 
man of great fagacity, had a principal fnare in her confi
dence. By the vigour of thefe men's meafures lhe endea

voured to eftablitb order and jufiice in a country, divided 

by public faB:ions and private feuds; and that fierce, in
tractable people, unacquainted with laws and obedience, 
feemed, for a time, to fubmit peaceably to her gentle and 
prudent adminifrration. 

BuT there \'\'as one circumfrance, which blaficd ali 
thcfc promifing appearances, and bereaved lV1ary of that 
general favour, which her agreeable manners and j uJi
cious deportment gave her ju:fl: reafon to expetl:. She 
w:1s fiill a papift; and though ihe publilhed, foon after 
her arrival, a proclamation, enjoining every one to fub
'mit to the db.blilhed religion, the preachers and their 
adherents could neither be reconciled to a perfon polluteci 

with fo great an abomination, nor lay afide their jealou
fics of her future conducr. It was with great difficulty 
il1e could obtain permiffion for faying mafs in her own 
chapel ; and had not the peopte apprehended, that, if 
lhe had here met with a refufal, lhe would infrantly have 
returned to France, the zealots never would have granted 
her even that fmall indulgence. The cry was, " Shall 

" that idol be fuffered again to be eretl:ed within the 
" realm?" It was afferted in the pulpit, that one ~nafs 
Wt!s more terrible than ten th.oufand armed men landed to 

invade 
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c H A P. invade the kingdom x : Lonl Lindefey, and the gentle .. 
XXXVlii I . d Th h 'd 1 J'L '-Id d' ~·men of Fife, exc a1mc , " at t e 1 o.ater lHOU 1.c 

J56r. the death;" fuch was their cxpreffion. One that carried 
tapers for the ceremony of that wor:fhip, was attacked 

and infulted in the court of the palace. And if lord 
Jamcs, and fomc popular leaders, had not interpofed, the 
mofr: dangerous uproar was jufily apprehended, from the 
ungoverned fury of the multitude Y. The ufual prayers 
in the churches were to this purpofe : That God would 

turn the quccn's heart, which was obftinate againfl: him 
and his truth ; or if his holy will be otherwife, that he 
would fi:rengthen the hearts and hands of the elect, fiout
ly to oppofe the rage of all tyrants z. Nay, it was openly 
called in qucfi:ion, whether that princefs, being an ido· 
latrcfs, was entitled to any authority, even in civil mat ... 
tcrs a? 

THE hclplefs queen was every moment expofed to con
tumely, 'Nhich lhe bore with benignity and patience. 

Soon after her arrival :fhe dined in the cafrle of Edinburgh ; 
and it was there contrived, that a boy, fix years of age, 
fhould be let down from the roof, and lhould prefent her 
with a bible, a pfalter, and the keys of the cafrle. Left 
fhc fhould be at a lofs to undedbnd this infult on her as 
a papifi:; all the decorations exprcfied the burning of 
Corah, Dathan, and Abiram, and other punilhment3 
inflicted by God upon idolatry b. The town council of 
Edinburgh had the affurance, from their own authority; 
to iilue a proclamation bani{hing from their difrrict, " all 
" the wicked rabble of antichrift, the pope, fuch as 
" priefrs, monks, friars, together with adulterers and for
" nicators c." And becaufe the privy-council fufpended 
the magi£hates for their infolence, the pa11ionate hifio ... 

x Kncx, p. 237, 

z Kcith, p. '79· 

t lbii. f• 19~· 

Y Ibid. p. 18.:j, 2.~ 5: 187. Spotfwood, p. 179• 
a lbid. p. ,:-,, b Ibid. p. 189. 
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rians d of that age have inferred, that the queen was en .. c H A P. 
XXXVIII. gaged, by a fympathy of manners, to take adulterers and ~ 

fornicators under her protection. It appears probable, 1561. 

that the magifrrates were afterwards reinftated in their 
office, and that their proclamation was confirmed e. 

BuT all the infolence of the people was trifling in 
comparifon of that which was exercifcd by the clergy and 
the preachers, who took a pride in vilifying, even to her 
face, this amiable princefs. The affembly of the church 
framed an addrefs, in which, after telling her, that her 
tnafs was a baftard fervice of God, the fountain of all 
impiety, and the fource of every evil which abounded in 
the realm ; they exprelfed the~r hopes, that !he would, 
ere this time, have preferred truth to her own precon
ceived opinion, and have renounced her religion, which, 
they alfured her, was nothing but abomination and vanity • . 
They faid, that the prefent abufes of government were fo 
enormous, that, if a fpeedy remedy were not provided, 
God would not fail in his anger to ihike the head and 
the tail, the difobedient' prince and finful people. They 
required, that fevere puniillmcnt !hould be inflicted on 
adulterers and fornicators. And they concluded with 
demanding for themfelves fom~ addition both of power 
and property f. 

THE ringleader in all thefe infults on majefry was John 
Knox; who poffeffed an uncontrouled authority in the 
church, and even in the civil affairs of the nation, and 
who triumphed in the contumelious ufage of his Cove
reign. His ufual appellation for the queen was Jezabe]; 
and though !he endeavoured, by the moll: gracious con
defcenfion, to win his favour, all her il!!inuations could 
gain nothing on his obdurate heart. She promifcd him 
accefs to her whenever he demanded it ; and lhe even 

& Knox:, p. zgz. 
c KeithJ p. 202i 

VoL. V. 

Bu~han. lib. xvii, c. 20. Haynes, v"l. i. P· 312• 
f Knox, p. 3TI1 jtz. 
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C H A P. defired him if he fouhd her blameable in any thing, fo 
XXXVflJ. ' . . h h "}"f h . """""........., reprehend her freely m pnvate, rat er t an Vl 1 y er m 

•s6r. the pulpit before the whole people: But he plainly told 

her, that he had a public miniftry entrufred to him; that 

if !he would come to church, fhe iliould there hear the 

gofpel of truth; and that it was not his bufinefs to apply 

to every individuals nor had he leifure for that occupa

tion -z. The political principles of the man, which he 

communicated to his brethren, were as full of fedition as 

his theological were of rage and bigotry. Though he 

once condefcended fo far as to tell the queen, that he 

would fubmit to her, m the fame manner as Paul did to 

N era h ; he remained not long in this dutiful ftrain. He 
faid to her, that " Samuel feared not to flay Agag, the 

" fat and delicate king of Amalek, whom king Sau] had 

" faved : Neither fpared Elias J czabel's falfe prophets, 

" and Baal's priefts, though King Ahab was prefcnt. 

" Phineas,'' added he, " was no mag!fl:rate ; and yet 

" feared he not to {hike Coibie and Zimri in the very 

" aB: of filthy fornication. And fo, madam, your grace 
" may fee, that others than chief magiftrates may law

" fully inflict puni!hment on fuch crimes as are con-

·" demned by the law of God i." Knox had formerly, 

during the reign of Mary of England, written a book 

.againft female fucceffion to the crown : The title of it 

is, The firjl bla.Jl of the trumpet againjl the monjlrous regi
men of women. He was too proud either to recant the 

tenets of this book, or even to apologize for them; and 

his conduct fhewed, that he thought no more civility th~.n 
loyalty due to any of the female fex. 

THE whole life of Mary was, from the demeanour of 

thefe men, filled with bitternefs and forrow. This ruftic 

apoftle fcruples not, in his hifl:ory, to inform us, that he 

once treated her with fuch feverity, that fhe loft all corn.-

t Knox, p. 3 to. 11 lbid, p. 188. i Ibid. p. 32.6. 
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niand of temper, and ditfolved in tears before him: Yet C H A P. 
r r fi b · . XXXVIJI • .to 1ar rom emg moved w1th youth, and beauty, and ~ 
royal dignity reduced to that condition, he perfevered in 156x. 

his infolent reproofs; and when he relates this incident, 
he difcovers a viiible pride and fatisfaction in his own 

conduct k. The pulpits had become mere fcenes of rail-
ing againfr the vices of the court ; among which were 

always noted as the principal, feafring, finery, dancing, 
balls, and whoredom, their necetfary attendant 1• Some 
ornaments, which the ladies at that time wore upon 
their petticoats, excited mightily the indignation of the 

preachers; and they affirmed, that fuch vanity would pro-
voke God's vengeance, not only againfr thefe foolilh wo-
men, but againfr the whole realm m. 

MAR Y, whofc age, condition, and education invited 
her to liberty and chcarfulnefs, was curbed in all amufe

ments, by the abfurd feverity of thefe reformers; and 

fhe found every moment reafon to regret her leaving that 
country, from whofe manners !he had in her early youth 
received the firfr impreffions '\ Her two uncles, the 
duke of AumaJe, and the grand prior, with the other 

French nobility, foon took leave of her: The marquis 
of Elbeuf remained fome time longer; but after his de
parture, fhe was left to the fociety of her own fubjects; 

men unacquainted with the pleafures of converfation, 
ignorant of arts and civility, and corrupted, b7ond their 
ufual rufricity, by a difmal fanaticifin, which rendered 
them incapable of all humanity or improvement. Though 

Mary had made no attempt to reftore the ancient reli
g"on, her popery was a fufficient crime: Though her be
haviour was hitherto irreproachable, and her manners 

fweet and engaging, her gaiety and eafe were interpreted 

as ligns of ditfolute vanity. And to the harih and pre-

k Knox, r· 33%, 3 i 3• 
o~~ Ibid. p. 294• 

1 Ibid. p. 322. 
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m Ibid. p. 330. 
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... H A P. poftcrous ufage, which this princefs met with, may, in 
~part, be afcrihed thofe errors of her fubfequent conduct, 

I)6I, which feemed fo little of a piece with the general tenor of 

her character. 

THERE happened to the marquis of Elbeuf, before 

his departure, an adventure, which, though frivolous, 
might enable him to give Mary's, friends in France a me

lancholy idea of her fituation. This nobleman, with 

the earl of Bothwel, and fome other young courticrs, 
had been engaged, after a debauch, to pay a vifit to a wo
man called Alifon Craig, who was known to be liberal 

of her favours; and becaufe they were denied admittance,, 

they broke the windows, thruft open the door, and com

mitted fome difcrders, in fearching for the damfcl. It 
happened, that the affembly of the church was fitting at 

that time, and they immediately toolC the matter under 

their cognizance. in conjunB:ion with feveral of the. 
nobility, they prefented an addrefs to the queen, which.. 
was introduced with this awful prelude. " To the queen's 

" :majeity, and to her fecret and great council, her 

" grace's faithful and obedient fubjeB:s, the profeffors ofl 

" Chrift J efus's holy evan;il, with the fpirit of righte
" ous j udgmcnt." The tenor of the petition was, that

the fear of God, the duty which they owed her grace, 
and the terrible threatenings, denounced by God againft 

every city or country where horrible crimes were openly 
committed, compelled them to demand the fevere pwni£h

ment of fuch as had done what in them lay to kindle the 

wrath of God againfi: the whole realm : That the ini

quity, of wl.ich they complained, was fo heinous and 

fo horribie, that they fhould efl:eem themfelves accom

-plices in it, if they had been engaged by worldly fear, or. 

~r.vile c~z-r:plaifance, to pafs it over in Jilence, or bury 
It m obhv10n : That as they owed her .')"r~cc ob dicnce 
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ELIZABETH. 53 
·require of her, in return, the fliarp and condign punilh- c .HA P. 

f h. . h' h } d . . h XXXVlU. rnent o t IS enormity, w 1c , t 1ey repeate It, mtg t .._~ 
draw down the vengeance of God on the whole kingdom: 1 56•. 

And that they maintained it to be her duty to lay afide 
all private affections towards the aCl:ors in fo heinous a 
crime, and fo enormous a villainy, and without delay 
bring them to a trial, and inflict the fevercfr penalties upon 
them. The queen gave a gracious reception to this per-
emptory addrefs, but becaufe lhe probably thought, that 
breaking the windows of a brothel merited not fuch fe-
vere reprehenfion, lhe only replied, that her uncle was a 
ftranger, and that he was attended by a young company: 
But :lhe would put fuch order to him and to all others, 
that her fubjeets ihould henceforth have no reafon to 
complain. Her paffing over this incident fo flightly was 
the fource of great difcontent, and was regarded as a 
proof of the mofi profligate manners 0 • It is not to 
be omitted, that Alifon Craig, the caufe of all the up
roar, was known to entertain a commerce with the 
earl of Arran, who, on account of his great zeal for 
the reformation, was, without fcruple, indulged in that 
enormity P. 

SoME of the populace of Edinburgh broke into the 
queen's chapel during her abfence, and committed out
cages ; for which two of them were indiCted, and it was 
intended to bring them to a trial. Knox wrote circular 
letters to the mofr con!iderablc zealots of the party, and 
charged them to appear in town, and proteCt their bre
thren. The holy facraments, he there faid, are abufed by 
profane papifts ; the mafs has been f.:1.id ; and in wor
fhipping that idol, the pricfis have omitted no ceremony, 
uot even the conjuring of their accurfcd water, that had 
ever been pracrifcd in the time of the grcatcfr blindnefs. 
Thcfe violent meafures for oppofing jufiice were little 

o Knc.:::, p. ~o.z., 303, 304• Keith, p. 509. 
E 3 . 
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C H A P. fhort of rebellion ; and Knox was fummoned before 
XXXV Ill. 
~ the council to anfwer for his offence. The courage of 

1
5

61
• this man was equal to his infolence. He fcrupled not 

to tell the queen, that the pefi:ilent papifi:s, who had 
inflamed her againfr thefe holy men, were the fons of 
the devil ; and mufi: therefore obey the directions of their 
father, who had been a liar and a manfiay<;r from the 
beginning. 1"'he matter ended with the full acquital 
of Knox q. Randolf, the Engli!h ambaiTador in Scot
land at this time, had reafon to write to Cecil, [peak
ing of the Scotti!h nation : " I think marveloufly of 
" the wifdom of God, ths.t gave this unruly, incon
" itant, and cumberfome people no more power nor 
" fubfrance: For they would otherwife run wild r." 

WE have related thefe incidents at greater length, than 
the neceffity of our fubjeB: may fecm to require : But 
even trivial circumfi::mccs, vvhich {how the manners of 
the age, are often more infi:ruB:ive, as well as entertain
ing, than the great tranfaB:ions of wars and negociations, 
which are nearly fimilar in all periods and in all coun
tries of the world. 

THE reformed clergy in Scotland had, at that time, 
2. very natural reafon for their ill-humour, namely, the 
poverty or rather beggary, to which they were reduced. 
The nobility and gentry had at firfi: laid their hands on 
all the property of the regular clergy, without making 
any provifion for the friars and nuns, whom they turneq 
out of their pofieffions. The fecular clergy of the ca-:
tholic communion, though they loft all ecclcfiail:ical ju
rifditl:ion, flill held fome of the temporalities of their be
nefices ; and either became laymen themfelves, and con
verted them into private property, or made conveyance 
of them at low prices to the nobility, who thus enrich.ed 
themfclves by the plunder of the church. The new 

q Knox, P• 3 36, 34·Z· r ~eithJ. p. ~02, 
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ELIZABETH. ss . 
teachers had hitherto fubfifred chiefly by the vGit ntar; c H A P. 

bl . f h r . hf 1 d . . .~ XXX V 1\i. 
o atxons o t e 1a1t u ; an m a poor country~ di- ....,-. ~ 
vided in religious fentiments, this efrablilhmcnt was 1561 

regarded as very fcanty and very precarious. Repeated 
applications were made for a legal fettlement to the 

preachers; and though almofr every thing in the king-
dom was governed by their zeal and caprice, it was with · 

difficulty that their requeft was at Iaft complied with. 

· The fanatical fpirit which they indulged, and their in
dufrry in decrying the principles and practices of the 
Romilh communion, which placed {uch merit in enrich

ing the clergy, proved now a very (e!}.fible ob{t:ade to 
their acquifitions. The boundaries of the royal power 
were, during that age, more uncertain i.n Scodand than 

c.VCJ;I in England ; and the privy council alone thought 

themfelves e11titled, without a parliament, to regulate 

this important matter. They paffed a vote s, by which 

they divided all the ecclefiaftical benefices into twenty

one parts : They affigned fourteen to the ancient po!fef

fors : Of the remaining feven, they granted three to the 

crown; aJ;Id if that was found to anfwer the public ex

pences, they befrowed the overplus OIJ. the reformed mi
nifters. 'I'he queen was empowered to levy all the 
feven; and it was ordained, that fhe .fhould after

wards pay to the clergy what iliould be judged to 
fuffice for their maintenance. The neceffities of the 
crown, the rapacity of the courtiers, and the fmall af
fetl:ion which Mary bore to the proteftant ecclefiaftics, 
rendered their revenues contemptible as well as uncertain; 

and the preachers, finding that they could not rival the 
gentry, or even the middling rank of men, in opulence 
and plenty, were no~ccffitated to betake themfelves to other 
expedients for fupporting their authority. They afletl:ed 

.a furious zeal for reli6ion, morofe manneri, a vulgar a1id 

s Knox, p. 2.96. Keith, p. ~uo. 

E 4- familiar, 
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C H A P. familiar, and yet myfrerious cant; and though the libe-
XXXVIII. . . h f d '---v---lral1ty of fubfequent pnnces put t em a terwar s on a 

156z. better footing with regard to revenue, and thereby cor
rected in · fome degree thofe bad habits; it mufr be con
feifed, that, while many other advantages attend pref
byterian government, thefe inconveniencies are' not 
eafily feparated from the genius of that ecclefiafrical 
polity. 

THE queen of Scots, defritute of all force, poifeffing 
a narrow revenue, furrounded with a factious turbulent 
nobility, a bigotted people, and infolent ecclefiafiics, foon 
found, that her only expedient for maintaining tranquil
lity was to preferve a good correfpondence with t Eliza
beth, who, by former connexions and fervices, had ac
Guired fuch authority over all thefe ranks of men. Soon 
after her arrival in Scotland, fecretary Lidington was 
fent to London, in order to pay her compliments to the 
Gueen 1 and exprefs her defire of friend!hip and a good 
correfpondence; and he received a commiffion from her, 
as well as from the nobility of Scotland, to demand, as 
a means of cementing this friendfl1ip, that Mary fhouJd, 
by aB: of parliament or by p11oclamation (for the difter
ence between thefe fecurities was not then deemed very 
confidcrable) be declared fucccifor to the crown. No 
rcquefi could be more unreafonable, or made at a more 
improper juncture. The queen replied, that 1\1ary had 
once difcovered her intention not to wait for the fuccef
fion, but had openly, without ceremony or referve, af
fumed the title of queen of England, and had pretended 
a fuperior right to her throne and kingdom : That 
though her ambaffadors, and thofe of her hufband, the 
French king:, bad figned a treaty, in which they re
nounced that claim, and promifcd fatisfaB:ion for {o 

great an indignity, :lhe was fo into:·icatcd with this ima-

t Jebb, vol. ii. p. 456. 
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ELIZABETH. 57 
~inary right, that ihe had rejeB:ed the moll earnefl: foli-c H A P. 

· · d r d d fi d XXXVIII. Citatwns, an even, as 1ome en eavoure to per ua e ../".~ 
her, had incurred fome danger in croffing the feas, ra- 1s6r. 

ther than ratify that equitable treaty: That her partizans 

every where had frill the affurancc to infift on her title, 
and had prefumed to talk of her own birth as fpurious 
and illegitimate : That while affairs were on this foot-
ing; while a claim thus openly made, fo far from being 
openly renounced, was only fufpended till a more fa-
vourable opportunity, it would in her be the moft egre-
gious imprudence to fortify the hands of a pretender to 

her crown, by declaring her the ( ucceffor : That no ex-

pedient could be worfe imagined for cementing friendihip 

than fuch a declaration; and kings were often found to 
bear no good will to their fucceffors, even though their 
own children; much more when the connexion was lefs 
intimate, and when fuch caufe of difgufr and jcaloufy 
had already been given, and indeed was frill continued, 
on the part of J\1ary: That though fhe was willing, 
from the amity which ihe bore her kinfwoman, to afcribe 

her former pretenfions to the advice of others, by whofe 

diretl:ion fhe was then governed; her prcfent rcfufal to 
relinquifh them could proceed only from her O\Vn prepof-

feffions, and was a proof that ilie frill harboured fome 

dangerous project againfr her: That it was the nature of 

all men to be difgufred with the prefent, to entertain 
flattering views of futurity, to think their fervices ill 

rewarded, to expect a better rccompcnce from the fuc-

cefior; and fhe fhould efteem herfelf fcarccly half a rove-
reign over the Englifh, if they faw her declare her heir, 

and arm her riv:t'..l with authority againfl: her own rcpofe 

and fafcty : That fhe knew the inconfrant nature of the 

people; ihe was acquainted with the prefent divifions in 

religion; fhe was not ignorant, that the fame party, 

which expe.5tcd greatefr favour during the reign of Mary, 
did 
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c H A P. did alfo imagine, that the title of that princefs was fu. 
~XXVIII. . Th r: h h 1 . "'---.--' penor to her own : at 10r er part, w atever ~ 4HTIS 

Js5r. were advanced, fhe was determined to live and die queen 
of En~!and; and after her death, it w::rs the bufine(s of 
others to examine who had the beft pretenlions, either by . 
the -laws or by right of blood, to the fucceffion : That 
,fhe hoped the claim of the queen of Scots would then be 
found foliJ ; and confidering the injury, which fhe herfelf 

h::rd received, it was fufficient indulgence, if fhe pro
mifed, in the mean time, to do nothing which might, in 
~ny refpecr, weaken or invalidate it: And that Mary, if. 
her title were really preferable, a point, v1hich, for her 
own p:1rt, fhc had never enquired into, po!feifed all ad

var.tages above her rivals; who, dcfiitute both of prefent 

power, and of all fupport by friends, would only expofc 
them{elvcs to inevitable ruin, by advancing any weak, or 
even doubtful pretenf:.ons u. 

THESE views of the queen were fo prudent and judi
cious, that there was no likelihood of her ever departing 
from them: But that ilie might put the matter to 2. full
er proof, !he offered to explain the words of the treaty of 
Edinburgh, fo as to leave no fufpicion of their excluding 
Mary's right of fu.cceffion w; and in this form, ihe again 
rcq uired her to ratify that treaty. Matters at lafi came 
to this iffue, that Mary agreed to the propofal, and of
fered to renounce all prcfent pretenfions to the crown of 
England, provided Elizabeth would agree to declare her 
the fuccc!for x. But fuch was the jealous character of 
this latter princefs, that ilie never would confent tQ · 
frrengthen the interefi and a:1,1thority of any claimant, by 
fixing the fucceffion; much lefs would ihe make this 
conceffion in favour of a rival queen, who poflcifed fuch 
plaufible prcten!ions for the prcfent, and who, though 

u Buchanan, lib. xvii. c. 14.--17. 
P• 18o, 181, w Ibid. l'• 181, 

Camden, p. 385. Spotfwood, 

x Haynes, vol. i. p. 377• 

fue 
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ELIZABETH. 57 
~ !he might verbally renounce them, could eafily refume c H A P. 

I . h fi 11. • M ' XXXVIII. her c a1m on t e fl[ opp~rtumty. ary s propofal, '--v---1 

however, bore fo fpecious an appearance of equity and :561. 

j uftice, that Elizabeth, fenfible that reafon would be 
deemed to lie entirely on that fide, made no more men-
tion of the matter ; and though farther conceffions were 
never made by either princefs, they put on all the ap
pearances of a cordial reconciliation and friendihip with 
each other. 

THE queen obfen'ed, that, even without her interpo- Wire go

fition, l\1ary was fufficiently deprelfed by the mutinous ~~~~~~~~-of 
fpirit of her own fubje.:l:s; and infiead of giving Scot-
land, for the prefent, any inquietude or difi:urbance, 
lhe employed herfelf, more ufefully and laudably, in re-
gulating the ~ffairs of her own kingdom, and promoting 
the happinefs of her people. She made fame progrefs in 
p11ying thofe great debts which lay upon the cro\vn ; £he 
regulated the coin, \vhich had been much debafed by her 
predeceffors; !he furniihed her arfenals with great quan-
tities of arms from Germany and other places ; engaged 
her nobility and gentry to imitate her example in this 
particular ; introduced into the kingdom the art of 
making gun-pO\ der and brafs cannon; fortified her fron-
tiers on the fide of Scotland ; made frequent reviews of 
th~ militia; encouraged agriculture by allowing a free 
exportation of corn ; promoted trade and navigation ; 
and fo much encre:1fed the fhipping of her kingdom, both 
by building ·elfel:s of force herfelf, and fuggefi:ing like 
undertakings to the mere ants, that Ihe was j uftly friled 
the reftore::- of na\'al glory, and the queen of the northern 
ie:!s r. The .a.ural frugality of her temper, fo far from 
incapacitaf g er for thefe great enterprizes, only enabled 
her to exec •te tLem w"t greater certainty and fuccefs; 
and a I t1e wo:ld [; v i. her conduCt the happ ' eifetls 

f 
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c H A P ·of a vigorous perfevcrance in judicious and well concerted xxxvm. 
'--v--i projects. 

1 561
• IT is eafy to imagine, that fo great a princefs, who 

enjoyed fuch fingular felicity and renown, would receive 
propofals of marriage from every one, that had any like
lihood of fucceeding; and though ilie had made fome 
public declarations in favour of a fmgle life, few be ... 
Jievcd, that fl1e would perfevere for ever in that refolu
tion. The archduke Charles, fecond fon of the empe .. 
ror z, as well as Cafimir, fon of the eleCl:or Palatine, 
made applications to her ; and as this latter prince pro ... 
fe!fcd the refor:ned religion, he thought himfelf, on that 
account, better entitled to fucceed in his addreffes. 
Eric, king of Sweden, and Adolph, duke of .Holfrein, 
were encOJ.!ra~d by the fame views to become fuitors: 
And the earl of Arran, heir to the c own of Scotland, 
was, by the fiates of that kingdom, recommended to her 
as a fuitablc marri~ge. Even fome of her own fubjeB:s, 
though they did not openly declare their pretenfions, en
tertained hopes of fucccfs. ,......,he earl of Arundel, a 
perfon d::>clining in years, but dcfccnded from an ancient 
and noble family, as well as pofreifed of great riches, 
flattered himfclf with this profpect; as did alfo Sir Wil
liam Pickering, a m2.n much efteemed for his perfonal 
merit. But the perfon mofr likely to fucceed, was a 
younger fon of the late duke cf Northumberland, lord 
Robert Dudlcy, who, by means of his exterior qualities, 
joined to addrefs and Battery, had become, in a man
ner, her declared favourite, and had great influence in 
all her counfcls. The lefs worthy he appeared of this 
diftinCl:ion, the more was his great favour afcribed to 
fome violent affeetion, which could thus feduce the 
judgment of this penetrating princefs ; and men long 

expected, 
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ELIZABETH. 6 

expeCled, that he would obtain the preference above fo c H A P. 
. d h B h ll XXXVIII. many pnnces an monarc s. ut t e queen gave a '--v--J 

thefe fuitors a gentle refufal, which frill encouraged their 1561. 

purfuit ; and {he thought, that lhe iliould the better at-

tach them to her interefrs, if they were frill allowed to 

entertain hopes of fucceeding in their pretenfions. It is 

alfo probable, that this policy was not entirely free from 
a mixture of female coquetry; and that, though !he 
was determined in her own mind never to 1hare her 

power with any man, the was not difpleafed with the 

courtiliip, folicitation, and profeffions of love, which the 

defire of acquiring fo valuable a prize procured her from 

all quarters. 

WHAT is moft fingular in the conduB: and character 

of Eliz.abeth, is, that, though ilie determined m~ver to 

have any heir of her own body, ilie was not only very averfe 

to fix any fucceffor to the crown; but feems dfo to have 

refolved, as far as it lay in her power, that no one, w·h'o 
had pretenfi.ons to the fucceffion, lhouB ever have any 

heirs or fucce!fors. If the exd"!!o.r_ ;;>:cl by the will 

of Henry VIII. to the pofi:erity of Margaret, q ~ecn of 

Scotland, was allowed to be valid, the right to the crown 

clevolved on the houfe of Suffolk; and the ladY, Catherine 

Gray, younger fifrer to the lady Jane, was now the heir 

of that family. This lady had been married to lord Hcr

bert, [on of the earl of P..;mbroke; but having been Ji

vorced from that nobleman, !he haJ made a private m~~r

riage with the earl of Hertford, fon of the proteCtor; a:1tl 
her huiliand, foon after confummation, ttavelled into 

France. In a little time {he app-arcd to be pregnant, 

which fo enraged Elizabeth, that fne threw her into the· 

Tower, and fummoned Hertfonl to appear, in order to 

anfwer for his mifdemeanor. He made no fcruple of a -

kno·~vledging the marriage, which, though con }u kd 

without the queen's confent• was cnti~ely fu.tabl~ to botl 
partic:,; 
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c H A P. parties; and for this offence he was alfo committed t;J 
XXXVIII. El' b h' [c • .fl. d h Sl ~the Tower. 1za et s eventy uoppe not ere: 1e 

1561, iifued a commiilion to enquire into the mattter; and as 

Hertford could not, within the time limited, prove the 
nuptials by witne1fes, the commerce between him and his 
confort was declared unlawful, and their pofrerity ille

grtimate. They were frill detained in cufrody; but by 
bribing their keepers, they found means to have farther 
intercourfe; and another child appeared to be the fruit of 
their commerce. This was a frefh fource of vexation to 

the queen ; who made a fine of fifteen thoufand pounds 
be fet on Hertford by the fiar-chamber, and ordered his 
confinement to be thenceforth more rigid and fevere. He 
lay in this condition for nine years, till the death of his 

wife, by freeing Elizabeth from all fears, procured him his 
liberty a. This extreme feverity mufi: be accounted for, 
either by the unrelenting jealoufy of the queen, who was 
afraid that a pretender to the fucccffion would acquire 
credit by having i1fue; or by her malignity, which, with 
nll her great qualities, made one ingredient in her cha
racter, and which led her to envy in others thofc natural 
pleafures of love and pofterity, of which her own ambi
tion and defire of dominion made her renounce all pro
.fjJect for herfelf. 

THERE happened, about this time, fame other events 
in the royal family, where the queen's condr.:cr was more 
laudable. Arthur Pole, and his brother, nephews to the 
late cardinal, and defcended from the duke of Clarence, 

together with Anthony Fortefcue, who had married a 
fifter of thefe gentlemen, and fame other perfons, were 
brought to their trial for intending towithclraw into France, 
with a view of foliciting fuccours from the duke of 
Guife, of returning thenc~ into Vv ales, and of p~o
claiming Mary queen of England, and Arthur Pal~ duke 

a Haynes) vol. i, p. 3 69, 3781 396. Camden, p. 3 89. Heylin, p; J 54• 
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ELIZABETH. 

of Clarence. They confeffed the indictment, but afTert- c H A P. 

d h h 1 r. • .n. d . XXXVIII 
~ , t at t ey never meant to execute t 1e1e projet..ts unng '--v---..1. 

the queen's life-time: They had only deemed fucn pre- 1 561. 

cautions requifite in cafe of her death, which, fome pre-

tenders to judicial afrrology had allured them, they might 
with certainty look for before the year expired. They 
were condemned by the jury; but received a pardon from 
the queen's clemency b, 

Stryp'-"# vol. i. p. 3 3 3• Heylin, p. J 54• 
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CHAP, XXXIX. 

State of Europe -- Ci·vil wars of France___; 

llavre de Grace put in po.f!e.!Jion of the Englijh
A parliament--Havre lofl-A.flairs of Scot
land--'/ he queen of Scots marries the earl of 
Darnley ·-- Confederacy againfl the proteflants 
-Murder of Rizzio --A parliament
Murder of Darnley - ~ueen of Scots marries 
Bothwel--Infurreftions in Scotland--·Impri

fonment of 1Vfary -Jvlary flies into England

Conferences at York and llampton-Court. 

c H A P. AFT E R the commencement of the religious wars 
XXXIX. in France, which rendered that £ourilhing king-
v;;~ do m, during the courfe of near forty years, a fcene of 
;tate of horror and devafiation, the great rival powers in Europe 40.Urope. 

were Spain and England; and it was not long before an 
animofity, firft political, then perfonal, broke out between 
the fovercigns of thefe countries. 

PHILIP II. of Spain, though he reached .riot any en
larged views of policy, was endowed with great induftry 
and fagacity, a remarkable caution in his enterprizes, an 
unufual fordight in all his mcafures; and as he was ever 
coal and fcemingly unmoved by paffion, and poffeffed 
neither talents nor inclination for war, both his fubjecrs 
and his neighbours had reafon to expctl: ju:ftice, happinefs, 
and tranquillity, from his adminifhation. But prejudices 
had on him as pernicious effetl:s as ever paffion had on 
any other monarch ; and the fpirit of bigotry and tyran
ny, by which he was aCtuat;d, with the fraudulent max-

4 ims 
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ELIZABETH. 6s 
ims which governed his counfels, excited. the mofi: vio- c H A P. 
1 . . h' l d ] . . XXXIX. ent agitatiOn among IS own peop e, engage 11m m '--v--.J 

acts of the mofi: enormous cruelty, and threw all Europe 156z. 

into combufi:ion. 

AFTER Philip had concluded peace at Cateau-Cam
brefis, and had remained fome time in the Netherlands, 
in order to fettle the affi1irs of that countrv, he embarked 
for Spain; and as the gravity of that ~a;ion, with their 
rcfpectful obedience to their prince, had appeared more 
agreeable to his humour, th~n the homely familiar man
ners, and the pertinacious liberty of the Flemings, it 
.was expected, that he would for the future refide alt -
gether at Madrid, and \vould govern all his exten!ive 
dominions by Spanifh minifters and Spanil'11 counfels. 
Having met with a violent tempefi: on his voyage, he no 
.fooner arrived in harbour, than he fell on his knees; and 
after giving thanks for his deliverance, he vowed, that 
his life, which was thus providentially faved, ilio:.rld the!lce
Jorth be entirely devoted to the extirpation of here(vc. 
His fubfeq uent conduct corrcfponded to t!1cfe profeffions. 
Finding that th.e new dothines had penetrated into Spain, 
he let loofe the rage of perfccution againfr a!l VJ ho pro-
feifed them, or were fufpetted of adhe:ring to them; and 
by his violence he gave nc\v edge, even to the ufual cru
elty of priefis and inquifitors. He threw into prifon 
Confiantine Ponce, who had bee.;~ confdfor to his father, 
the emperor Charles; who h:-.d attended hi!n during hi;; 
retreat; and in whofc arms that gr~~t monarch had ter
minated his lif~: And after this ccclefiailic died in con
finement, he frill ordered him to be tried and c~ncemned 
for herefy, and his fratue to be committed to the flames. 

He even deliberated, whether he iho!!ld .1ot exercife like 
feverity again!t the memory of his father, who was fuf
peCl:ed, during his later years, to have indulged a pro-

c Thuanu~,.lib, xxi-ii. cap. I t• 

·VoL. V. F pinfity 
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c H A P. penlity towards the Lutheran principles : In hrs unreleut.:.. 
XXXIX. • 1 r h d t.._ r. d . h r. , 
~--...J mg zea wr ort o oxy, I.R; 1pare nett er age, 1ex, nor 

Js-6-:z.. condition : He was prefent, with an inflexible counte

nance, at the mofr barbarous execution& : He ifiued rigo

rous orders for the profecution of heretics, in Spain,. 

Italy, the Indies, ancf the Low Countries : And havin~: 

founded his determined tyr~nny on maxims of civil po

licy, as \veil :1s on principles of religion, he made it ap

parent to all his fubjct!s, that there was no method, ex

cept the moo entire <;:ompliance, or mofr obfi:inate re

:fifrance, to cfcape or elude the fcverity of his vengeance. 

DuRE~G that extreme animofity, which prevailed be

tween the adherents of the oppofitc religions, the civil 

magifrrate, who founJ it. difficult, if not impoffible, for 

the Ctmc laws to govern fuch enraged adverfaries, was 

natura11y 1ed, by fpcciou& rules of prudence, in embracing 

one party,. to dedarc ~;ar againft the other, and to exter

minate, by fitc and fword, thofe bigots, who, from ab

horrence of his rehgion, h<'.d proceeded to an oppofition 

o~ his po ver, and to a hatred of his pcrfon. If any 

1
)rince pdlcticd fuch enkrscd views as to forefee, that a 

rr.Htual t8lcratron would in time ab:1te the fury of reli

gio~J:J pr.:judices, he yet rnet ·with difficult:es in reducing 

this principle to pr:>.crice; and might deem the malady 

too \·iolent to ;1wait a remedy, ·which, though certain, 

mdt neccflari1y be !Tow i>1 it3 operation. But Philip, 

ho11gh a profound bypoc:-itc, and extremely governed by 
i~if-intcrdt, iecms a1fo to have been hi;nfclf aCtuated by 
·;ln impc,·ious bi;otry; anJ as he employed great reflection 

in all his condu~, he could eafily palliate the gratifica

ti.on of h:~l t::2tural temper under the colour of wifdo:r.~. 

and ilad in t!1is f1vfiem no lefs ac1vantac-e to his foreio-n 
u b 

t~un his dome.G:ic politics. By placing himfelf at the 

head of the catholic party, he converted the zealots o£ 

th: ancient faith. into part'zans of Spaniih grcatnefs; and 
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L I Z ABET H. 6 ... 
J 

y employing the powerful ~lluremcnt of religion, he fe- C l-1 A P, 
. . XXXIX. <luced every where the fubJeCl:s from that allegtance~ ~ 

which they owed their native fovereign. ' 1 s6z. .. 

THE courfe of events, guiding and concurring with 
choice~ had placed Elizabeth in a fituation diametrically 
<>ppofite; and had raifed her to be the g!ory, the bulwark; 
and the fupport of the numerous, though frill perfecuted 
proteftants, throughout Europe. More moderate in het 
temper than Philip, lhc found, with pleafure, that the 
principles of her feet required not fuch extreme feverity 
in her domefric government, as was exercifed by that 

monarch; and having no object but felf-prefervation, lhe 
united her interefts in all foreign negociations with thofe 
who were every where frruggling under oppreillon, and 
guarding themfelves againfr ruin and extermination. The 
more virtuous fovereign was thus happily thrown into the 
more favourable caufe; and fortune, in this inilance, con
curred with policy and nature. 

DuRING the life-time of Her.ry II. of France, and of 
his fucceffor, the force of thefe principles was fomewhat 
refrrained, though not altogether overcome, by the mo
tives of a fuperior interell; and the dread of uniting Eng
land with the French monarchy, engaged Philip to main
tain a good correfpondence with Elizabeth. Yet even 
during this period he rejetl:ed the garter which fhe fent 
him; he refufcd to ratify the ancient league between the 
houfe of Burgundy and England d ; he furnifhed fhips to 
tranfport French forces into Scotland ; he endeavoured 
to intercept the earl of Arran, who was ha!l:ening to join 
the malcontents in that country; and the queen's wifeH: 
rninifiers frill regarded his friendfhip as ho1fow and pre
carious e. But no fooner did the death of Franc is II. 

li Digges's Complete Ambaffador, p. 369. Haynes, P• s-85· Strype, 
Yul, iv, No z46, e Haynes, vol. i, p. zSoJ ~sr, ~s3, 284. 
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c H A P. put an end t; Philip's· apprehenfions with regard to 
XXXIX. 1\lf h h' . {j . fl. El' b 1 L.....-._...._.;.Jrary's fucceffion, t an rs anfmo tty agamn: rza et11 

15~.L began more openly to appear; and the interefrs of Spa;n 
anJ England were found oppo.fite in every negociation 

· and tranfaction. 

Ci;iJ w:ns 
d frame. 

THE two great monarchies of the continent, France 
and Spain, being pofieffcd of nc:arly equal force, wer:e 
naturally antagonifis ; and England, from its power and 

• :fituation, was intitlcd to fupport its own dignity, as well 
·as tranquillity, by holding the balance between them. 
· Vlhatcvcr incident, therefore, tended too much to de
, prefs one of thcfe rival powers, as it left the other with
' out control.d, might be deemed contrary to the interefis 
of England : Yet fo much -vvcre thefe great maxims of 

' 1")olicy over-ruled, during that age, by the difputes of 
theology, that Philip found an advantage in fupporting 

· the eibbli!hed government and religion of France; and 
Elizabeth in protecting fa&ion and innovation. J 

The queen-regent of France, when rein:frated ·in au-
thority by the death of her fon, Francis, had formed a 
plan of adminiftratiqn more fubtlc than judicious; an,d 
balancing the catholics -vvith the hugonots, the duke of 
Guifc with the prince of Condc, !he endeavoured to ren
der herfelf nccdi·uy to both, and to e:frabJifu her .own 
dominion on their conftrained obedience f. But the equal 
counterpoife of povv-cr, which, among foreign nations, is 
the fourcc of tranquillity, · proves always the ground of 
quarrel between domei1:ic factions ; and if the animofity 
-of religion concur with the frequent occafions, which 
prefent themfelvcs, of mutual injury, it is impoffible, 
during any time, to prcfcrve a firm concord in fo delicate 
2. fituation. The con!bple, l\1ontmorcncy, moved l:\y 
zeal for the ancient faith, ioincd himfelf to the duke of 
Guif~ : The !·ing of Na\r<u~re, from his 'i.1o<mfrant tern-

f"D.<vila, lib, ii. 

per, 

t~e altars pi 

r:es confum 

tbolic~ the 
conUiained 



regara ta 

Eliza~th 
s of Spam 

negociation 

nt, France 

orce, were 

power a~ 

ity, as wcll 
veen them, 

uch to ae

other with. 

he interefi; 

maximl of 

difputes of 

fupportirr~ 

ranee; arK! 

ted in au· 

d formed a 

cious; a¥ 

he duke of 

red to:en· 
her own 

t the equal 

nations, is 
ground of 

animoli~ 

~ns, which 
impoffib!e, 

{o delicate 

moved n:· 

he duke of 

ftant tern· 

~r, 

ELIZABETH~-

per, and his jealoufy of tlie fuperior genius of his bro- e H A P. 

b b d h r. A cl c h . fi d. XX~"!X. t er, em race t e 1ame party: n at enne, n mg ~ 

.herfelf depreifcd by this combinati n, had recourfc to 156z. 

Conde and the hugonots, vvho gladly embraced the op
portunity of fortifying themfelves by her countenance and. 

protection!!. Ari ed!B: had been publiihed, granting a 

toleration to the protefrants ; but the interefred violence 

of the duke of Guifc, coven:~d with the pretence of reli
gious zeal, broke through this agreement; and the two 
par -ies, after the fallacious tranquillity of a moment, re-:. 
newed their mutual,infults and injuries. Conde, Coiig
ni, Andelot, aifcmbled their friends, and Rcw to arms : 

Guifc and lVIontmorency got poffcffion of the king's per:
fon, and confi:rained the queen-regent 'to embrace their 

party: Fourteen armies were lev-ied and put in motion i11 
different parts of France h : Each province, each city~ 

each family, was agitated wi~h intcfrine rage and animo
.fity. The father was divided againf1: the fon; brother 

againfi: brother; and women 'themfelves, facrificing their 

humanity as well as their timidity to the .. eligious fury~ 

dif1:inguilhed thcmfelves by :1cts of ferocity and valour i. 
lNherever the hugonots prevailed, the images were. broken, 
the altars pillaged, the churches dcmolifhed, the monafre~ 

ries confumed with fire : vVhere fuccefs attended the ea-; 

tholics., they burned the Bibles, re-baptized the infants, 
confrrained married pcrfons to pafs anew through the ce 

remony: And plur'lder, defolation, and blo.odilied attended 
equally the triumph of both parties. The parliament of 

Paris itfdf, the feat of Jaw and jufl:icc, infl:ead of employ

ing its author'ty to compo{(- thef~ fatal quarrc1s, pub
liihed an edict, by which it put tl c fword into the hands 
of the c!:'ragcd multitude, and empowered the cathoEcs 

~very where to maiT:rcre the hugonots k : And it was du-

g Davi!a, lib. iii. h Father Paul, lib, vii, i Ibid. 

~ Ibid. Haynes, p, 391. 
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c H A P. ring this period, when men began to be fomewhat en-
xxxrx. . d . h' . d r I'll.. d ........,. ....,..,... rghtened, an m t IS natlon,. renownc !Or po aue 

156.:. manners, that the theological rag~ which had long been 
\>oiling in men's veins, fcems to have attaineu i-ts I aft fragc 
of virulence and ferocity. 

PHILIP, jealous of the progrefs which the hugonots 
made in France, and dreading that the contagion would 
fpread into the Low Country provinces, had formed a fe
<:ret alliance with the princes of Guife, and had entered 
into a mutual conceFt for the protcCl:ion of the ancient 
faith, and the fuppreffio:1 of hercfy. He now fent fix 
thoufand men, with fome fupply of money,. to reinforce 
the catholic party; and the pnnce of Conde, finding him
telf unequal to fo great a combination, countenanced by 
the royal authority,_ was obliged to difpatch the Vidame 
of Chart es and Briguemaut to London, in order to crave 
the affifbnce and protection of Elizabeth. Mofr of the
province of Normandy was poffcffcd by the hugonots : 

U:tvre de . And Conde oftered to put Havre de Grace into the hands 
Graceputm f h E }'11.:. d' . h h . h h poirdlion of o t e ng lm; on con Jtlon, t at, toget er wit t ree 
thcEngllll1 thoufand men for the garrifon of that place,. the queen 

ihould likewife fend over three thoufand to defend Dieppe 
and Rouen, and fhould furnifu the prince with a fupply 
of a hundred thoufand crowns 1 .. 

ELizABETH, befides the general and elfential intcrefi:t 
()f fuppQl'ting the protefiants, and oppofing the rapid' 
prog(ets of her enemy the duke of Guife, had other 
motives which engaged her to accept of this propofal.. 

2oth Sert. When ihe concluded the peace at Cateau-Cambrefis, 
ihe had good reafon to forefee, that F ranee never woulJ 
voluntarily fulfil the article, which regarded the refritu
tion of Calais; and many fubfequent incid~nts had tended 
to confirm this fufpicion. Confrderable fums of money 
had been expended on the fortifications; ,ong leafes had 

1 .Fo~b.es1 vol. ii. p. 48. 
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ELIZABETH. 71 

been granted of the lands ; and m<.ny inh~bitants had c H A P~ 
XX"' 'V 

been enconrageJ to build and fettle there, by affuranccs ~· 
that Ca1ais ihould never be reftored to the Engli!h m. The ts(:t. 

<J.UCcn, therefore, wifely concluded, that, could !he get 
poHcffion of Havre, a pbce, which commandc.c the mouth 

()f the Seine, and was of grcatct· importance than Cabis~ 

tlw {hould ea!ily confrrain the French to execute the 

treaty, and lhoul.d have the glory of reftoring to the 

crown that ancient PC?lieffion, [o much the favourite of 

the nation. 

No mcafure could be more generally odious in France~ 

than the conclufion of this treaty with Eliz~beth. Men 

were naturally led to compare the conduCt of Guife, who 

h~d finally chafed the Engl:fh from France, and had de

barreJ th.cfe danp·erous and ddhud:ive enemies from all 
~ . 

accefs into it, with the treafonable politics of Cor..dc, who 

had ag:tin granted them an entry into the heart of the 

kingdom. The prince had the more reafon tor pent of 

this meafure, as he reaped net from it all the advantage 

which he expected. Three t!:oufund Englilh imrnedic.1tc1y 

took poffcffion of Havre and Dieppe, under the command 

of Sir Edward Poinings; but the latter place w~s found 

fo little capab]e of defence, th:tt it was immcdi~tcly 

abandoned n. The ficge of Rouen was already formed 

by the catholics, under the con, m and of the king of N a

varrc and the ccnftable Montrnorency; and it Has v.ith 

difficulty that Poinings could throw a [mall reinforcement 

into the place. Though thefe Engliili troops behaved 

with gallantry o, and though the king of N :lVarre was 

mortally wounded during the fiege ; the catholics fiill 

continued the attack of the place, and carrying it at hi.fi: 
by aifault, put the whole garrifon to the fwwd. The 

earl of V{ arwic, cl deft [on of the late d ukc of North-

n Ibid. vol. ii. P• 199• 
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c H A P. umberland, arrived foon after at Havre, with another body 
XXXIX. E t•fL .'1 1 l • h ~ of three thoufand 1 ngu111, anu too c: on mm t e com-

1S6z. mand of the place. 

IT was cxpcCl:ed, that the French Catholics, Ru!hed 
with their fucccfs at Roucn, would immediately have 
formed the fiege of Havre, which was not as yet in any 
condition of defence; but the intefi-ine diforders of the 
kingdom foori diverted their attention to another enter
puzc. Andclot, fecondeJ .by the negociations of Eliza
beth, had levied a confiderable body of protefi:ants in Ger

many ; and having arri\·ed at Orleans, the feat of the 
hugonots' power, he enabled the prince of ·Conde arid 
the admiral to take the field, and oppofe the progrefs of 
their C'1emies. After threatening Paris during fome time, 
they took their march towards 1 T ormandy, with a view 
of cn6aging the Engli!h to act in conjunction with 
them, and of fortifying themfelves by the farther affifr
·ance, which they expected from the zeal and vigour of 
Elizabeth P. The cat holies, commanded by the con
ftable, and under him by the duke of Guife, followed on 
their rear; and overtaking them at Dreux, obliged them 
to give battle. The fi~ld was fought with great obfri
nacy on both fides : And the action was difi:inguifhcd by 
this fignal event, that Condc and Montmorency, the 
commanders of the oppofite umies, remained both of them 
prifoners in the hands of their enemies. The appear
ances of victory remained with Guiie; but th.:! ad .1iral, 
whofe fate it ever \V~!.> to be defeated, ami frill to rife 
more terrible after his n::isfortuncs, collected the remains 
of the army; and infpiring his OVi n unconquerable cou-
rage and confrancy ir.~o every br ail-, ~cpt them in a body, 
and fubdued fome confidcrable p1ac s ip. Norma1.dy. Eli
zabeth, the better to fuppo::t his caufc, fent him a new 
fupply of an hundred thoufand crovms; and offered, if 

P Forbes, p. 3zo, Davila~ lib, iii. 
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ELIZABETH. 73 
he could find merchants to lenJ him the money, to give C H A P. 

XXXIX. 
her bond for another fum of equal amount 'l. ~ 

THE expenccs, incurred by ailifiin~ the French hugo- r563. 

d . d h , , . Januarv tz. 
nots, ha cmptte t c queens cxc.1equer; and in order A p:ulia-

to obtain fupply, fhe found herfelf under a neceffity ofment. 
fummoning a parliament : An expedient, to which fhe 
never voluntarily had rccourfe. A little before the meet-
ing of this afrembly, fhe had fallen into a dangerous ill-
nefs, the fmall-pox ; and as her life, during fome time, 
was clefpaircd of, the people became the more fenfiblc of 
their perilous fituation, derived from the uncertainty., 
which, in cafe of her deceafe, attended the fucceffion of 
the crown. The partizans of the queen of Scots, and 
thofe of the houfe of Suffolk, already divided the nation 
into factions; and every one forcfaw, th:1t, though it 
might be p~ffible at prefent to determine the controverfy 
by law, yet, if the throne were vacant, nothing but the 
fword would be able to fix a fucceffor. The com-
mons, therefore, on the opening of the feffion, voted 
an addrefs to the queen ; in which, after enumerating 
the dangers attending a broken and doubtful fucceffion·, 
and mentioning the evils which their fathers had expe-
rienced from the contending titles of York and Lancaflcr, 
they entreated the queen to put an end to their appl·ehen-
fions, by choofing fo..'lle huiliand, whou, they promifcd, 
whoever he was, gratefully to receive, and faithfully to 
ferve, honour, and obey: Or if fhc had entertained any 
rcluCl:ance to the married ilate, they defired, that the 
lawful fucceffor might be named; or at leaft appointed by 
aB: of parliament. They remarked, that, during all the 
reigns which had paired fince the conquefr, the nat;on 

had never before been [o unhappy, as not to know the 
pcrfon, who, in cafe of the fovereign's death, was legally 

q Forbes, yol. ii. P• 322, 347• 
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c H A P. entitled to .fill tho vacant throne. And they obfervcd, 
'---'--.J · r d d h' h k 1 . • XXXIX. that the certam and nxe or er, w 1c too p ace m m-

1563• heriting the French monarchy, was one chief fource of 
the ufual tranquillity, as well as of the happinefs, of that 
kingdom'· 

THIS fubjeB:, though extremely interefiing to the na
tion, was very little agreeable to the queen; and fhe was 
fenfible, that great difficulties would attend every deci
fion. A declaration in favour of the queen of Scots 
would form a fettlement perfeCtly 1egal ; becaufe that 
princefs was commonly allowed to poffefs the right of 
blood; anti the exclufion given by Henry's will, deriving 
its weight chiefly from an act of parliament, would lofc. 
all authority, whenev~r the queen and parliament had 
made a new fettlement, and refl:ored the Scottiih line to 
its place in the fucceffion. But 1he dJ;eaded giving en
couragement to the catholics, her fecret enemies, by this 
declaration. She was fenftble that every heir w~s, in 
fome degree, a rival; much more one who enjoyed a 
claim for the prefent poffeffion of the crown, and who 
had already advanced, in a very open manner, thefe dan. 
gerous pretenfions. The great power of Mary, both 
from the favour of the catholic princes, and her connec
tions with the houfe of Guife, not to mention the force 
and fituation of Scotland, was well known to her ; and 
fhe faw no fecurity, that this princefs, if fortified by a. 
fure profpect of fucce.ffion, would not revive claims, which 
the could never yet be prevailed on formally to relinquifl1. 
On the other hand, the title of the houfc of Suffolk was 
ft:.pported by the more zealous proteftants only; and it 
was very doubtful, whether even a parliamentary dcda
Jation in its favour would befl:ow on it fuch validity as to 
give fatisfaction to the people. The republican part of 
the confritution had not as yet acquired fuch an afcen-
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dant 

urv ri~ht; 
' e 

dilput~, 

1 y.~~ment 
a rr.ore recent 

p.ater force 

Yifiirn ha~ of 

pe, ilierefore, 
t'~rommons. a 

' 
kfficns, defired 

I 

'~i/~1ion on tl 
to make her rep] 
cor.~~ry to her d, 
that ilie had fixed 
~~a fue added, tn 



AND. 

they obfemd 
' ~ place in in. 

,ief fource of 

~~efs, of iliat 

~g to thena. 
I andfue\11! 

dant 

ELIZABETH. 

(bnt as to cohtroul, in any degree, the ideas of heredi- C H A P. 
. h d h ] 1. f H . XXXIX. tary ng t ; an as t e eg:l 1ty o enry's vnll was fl:ill ~ 

difputcd, though founded on the utmQ{l authority which 156;, 

a parliament could bcflow ; who could be aifured, that 
a more recent at!: would be acknowledged to have any 
breater force or validity! In the frequent rt:\ olutions~ 

which had of ]ate taken place, the right of blood had :!till 
prevailed over religious prejudices; awl th_e nation had 
ever Thewed itfelf difpofed rather to change its faith than 
the order of fucceffion. Even many proteftants declared 
themfelves in favour of Mary's cl-aim of inheritances ; 
and nothing would occafion more general difguft, than to 
fee the queen, openly and without referve, take part 
againft it. The Scottifu princefs alf~ finding herfelf in-
jured in fo fenfible a point, would thenceforth acr as a 
declared enemy; aud uniting together her foreign and 
domefiic friends, the partizans of her prefent title and of 
.her eventual fucce:ffion, would foon brins:r matters to ex-

• 0 

tremity againft the prefent efl:abliihment. The queen, 
weighing all thefe inconveniencies, which were great and 
urgent, was determined to keep both parties in awe, by 
maintaining frill an ambiguous condutl:; and fhe rather 
chofe, that the people fuould run the hazard of contin
gent events, than that fhe herfelf fhould vifibly endanger 
her throne, by employing expedients, which at befi., 
would not befiow entire fecurity on the nation. She 
gave, therefore, an evafive anfwer to the applications of 
the commons; and when the houfe, at the end of the 
fcffions, defired, by the mouth of their fpeakcr, farther 
fatisfattion on that hc:1d, fue could not be prevailed on 
.to make her reply more explicite. She only told them~ 
contrary to her declarations in the beginning of her reign~ 
that fhe had fixed no abfolute refolution againfr marriage; 
~nd 1he added, that the difficulties, attending the quefiion 

I 

of 
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. c H A P. of the fucccffion, were fo great, that the would be con-
XXXJX. . . 

t..---v- tentcd, for the fake of her people, to remam fome tn11e 
• 

1_5 63• . lcnger in this vale of mifcry; and never :lhould depart 
life with f:1ti sf:1ction, till ihe had laid fome folid founda
tion for their futur · fecurity t. 

THE mofi: rep1arkablc law paffed this feffion was that 
which b01c the title of AJ!urance of the quecn's royal power 
~ver all .flates and Ju~jefls within her dominions u. By thi$ 
ad, the afferting twice, by writing, word, or deed, tile 
pope's authority, was fubjeCl:ed to the penalties of treafon. 
All perfons in holy orders were bound to take the oath of 
fupremacy; as alfo, ail who were advanced to any degree, 
either in the univerfities or in common law; all fchool
mafiers, officers in court, or members of parliament : 
And the penalty of their fecond refufal was treafon. The 
£rfi: oftence in both cafes, was punilhed by banifument 
and forfeiture. This rigorous fi:atute was not extended 
to any of the degree of a baron; becaufe it was not fup
pofed, that the queen could entertain any doubt with re:. 
gard to the fidelity of perfons poffeffed of fuch high dig.: 
nity. The lord Montacute made vigorous oppofition to 
the bill; and afferted in favour of the catholics, that they 
difputcd not, they preached not, they difobeyed not the 
queen, they caufed no trouble, no tumults among the 
people w. It is, however, probable, that fome fufpicions 
of their f~cret confpiracies had made the queen and par

liament encrcafc their rigour againfi them; though it is 
alfo more than probable, th~t they were miftaken in the 
nature of the remedy. 

THERE was likewife another point, in \vhich the par:.. 
liament, this fcilion, lhewed more the goodnefs of their 
intention than the foundnefs of their judgment. They 

~paficd a law agz.ir:fr fond ar.d f~ntafiical p~ophecics, whic~1 

t Sir S!mon D'Ewes's Journal, p. 75• 
w S:rype, vol. i, P• 26o, 

u 5 Eliz, c. 1. 

had 
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ELIZABETH.· 

had been obferved to feduce the people into rebellion and c H A P. 

diforder x: But at the fame time they enaeted a flatute, XXXIX. 

which was moft likely to increafe thefe and fuch like fu- 1563. 

perftitions : It was levelled againfl conjurations, enchant-

ments, and witchcraft r. Witchcraft and herefy are two 

crimes, which commonly encreafe by punifhmcnt, and 
never are fo effectually fupprcffed as by being totally ne-
glected. After the parliament had granted the queen a 
fupply of one fubfidy and two fifteenths, the feffion was 

.finifhed by a prorogation. The convocation likewife 
voted the queen a fubfidy of fix fhillings in the pound, 

payable in three years. 
WHILE the Engliih parties exerted thefe calm,efforts 

againfr each other, in parliamentary votes and debates, 
t.he French factions, enflamed to the higheft degree of 

animofity, continued that cruel war, which their intem
perate zeal, :J.ctuated by the :1mbition of their leaders, 

had kindled in the kingdom. The admiral was fucccfs
ful in reducing the towns of Normandy, which l~eld for 

the king; but he frequently complained, that the nu

merous garrjfon .of Havre remained totally unaCl:ive, and 

was not employed in any military operation againfr the 
common enemy. The queen, in taking p~ffef'D.on of 

that place, had publifhed a manifeflo ", in which {he pre-
tended, that her concern for the interefl: .... of the French 

king had engaged her in that meafure, and that her foie 
intention was to oppofe her enemies of the houfe of 

Guife, who held their prince in captivity, and employed 
his power to the deflruCl:ion of his beft and mofl faithful 

fubjeCl:s. It was chiefly her defirc to prelen'e appear. 
ances, joined to the great' frugality of her temper, which 

made her, at this critical juncture, keep her foldiers in 

garrifoJ1, and refhain them from committing fart~1er ho-

X sE::~. c. I). y Ibid. c, I6. . , 
1tiiities 
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c H A P. ftilities upon the enemy a. The duke of Guife, mean-
:XXXIX. h'l . . 1 bl h f h """-v--.1 w 1 e, was atmmg a morta ow at t e power o t 

Jj6l· hugonots; .md had commenced the fiege of Orleans, of 
which Andelot was governor, and where the confl:able 
was detained prifoner. He had th profpect of fpeedy 
fuccefs in this undertaking ; when he was af"affinatcd by 
Peltrot, a young gentleman, whofe ze~J, initi6atC;d (as 
it is pretended, though without any certain foundation) 
by the admiral and Beza, a famous preacher, 1ed l~.i to 
attempt that criminal enterprize. The death of this 
gallant prince was a fenfible lofs to the catholic party; 
and though the cardinal of Lorraine, his brother, frill 
fupported the intert:fis of the family, the danger of their 
progrefs appeared not fo imrninent either to Elizabeth or 
to the French proteibnts. T~ ; union, therefore, be
tween thefc allies, wh-ich had been cemented by their 
common fears, began thenceforth to be lefs intimate; 
and the leaders of the hugonots were perfuaded to hearken 
to terms of a fepar<!te accommodation. Conch! and 
Montmorcncy held conferences for fettling the peace ; 
and as they were both of them impatient to relieve them
felves from captivity, they foon came to an agreement 
with regard to the conditions. The character of the 
queen-regent, whofe ends were always violent, but who 
endeavoured, by fubtilty and policy, rather than force, 
to attain them, led her to embrace any plaufible terms; 
and in fpite of the proteftations of the admiral, whofc fa
gacity could eafily difcovcr the treachery of the court, 
the articles of agreement were finally fettled between the 
parties. A toleratiOn, under fome refhitl:ions, was anew· 
granted to the protefl:ants; a general nmnefiy was pub
lifued ; Ccnde was rein!lated in his offices and govern
ments; a.;.d after money was advanced for the payment 

a Forbes, vol, ii, p. :.76, zn. 
z of 
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(jf arrears due to the German troops, they were difmiffed c H A P. 

h k. d XXXJX. 
t e mg om. \...-oov--..1 

BY the agreement between Elizabeth and the prince of 1565. . 

Con de it had been ftipulated b, that neither party fhould 
.oncludc pc. ce without the confent of the other ; but 

this article was at prefent but little regarded by the lead
ers of the French proteftants. They only comprehended 

her fo far in tl c treaty, as to obtain a promife, that, on 
her relinquifhing Havre, her charges and the money 
which fhe had advanced them, fuould be repaid her by 
the king of France. and that Cal:lis, on the expiration of 
the tem1, lhould be refrored to her. · But lhe difdained 
to .accept of thefe conditions ; and thinking the poifeffion 
of Havre a much better pledge for obtaining her purpofe,. 

!he fent W arwic orders to prepare himfdf againft an 
attack: from the now united power of the French mo
narchy. 

TH£ earl of Warwic, who commanded a garrifon of 
fiK thoufand men befide feven hundred pioniers, had no 
ooner got pofi~ilion of Havre, than he employed every 
neu1 for putting it in a pofture of defence c ; and after 

expelling the Fr nch from the town, he encouraged hi~ 
oidiers to make the mofr nefper.ate deFence againfl: the 

cne:ny. The confl:able commanded the French nrmy; 
he queen-regent herfelf, and the king, were prefent in 

the camp ; even he prince of Conde joined the king~s 
fcrces, and o-a •c countenance to thi!> ent;;rprize; the ad
miral and Andelot alone, anxious frill to prden:e the 
frienJJl ip of Elizabeth, kept at a difiance, and prudently 

futed to join their ancient enemies in a11 attack upou 
i ir allies. 

F .~o .1 t c fOI'Cf', and difpofitions, and fttl!ation of botl 
.fides, it was c~pecte.d, that the fiegc ·would be ~ttended 
with fome memorable en!nt; yet did }'ral:c.:: make a 

c Ibid. p. t)3. 
mucli 
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CX~XA ?. much eafier acquifition of this important place, than \Vets 
~ .. !X. 
~ r~ at firft apprehended. The plague crceped in among the 

1563. Eugliih foldiers; and being encreafcd by their fatigue 
and bad diet (for they were but ill fupplied with provi
iicns rl) it made fuch ravages, that fometimes a hundred 

-men a-day died of it, and there remained not at laft fif
teen hundred in a condition to do duty e. The French, 
meeting with fuch feeble rdiftancc, carried on their at
tacks fuccefsfully; and having made two breaches, each 
of them fixty feet wide, they prepared for a general 
afEwlt, which rnuft have terminated in the flaughter of 
tne whole garrifon f. Wanvic, who. had frequently 
warned the Englifh council of the danger, and who had 
loudly demanded a fupply of men and provifions, found 

Havrf' loll • . himfclf obliged to capitulate, and to content himfclf with 
:&8th July. , l"b f . hd . h' ·r_ Th . 1 tne 1 erty o w1t rawmg 1s garnLon. e art1c es 

were no fooner figncd, than lord Clinton, the admiral, 
who had been detained by contrary winds, appeared off 
·the harbour with a reinforcement of three thoufand men'; 
and found the place furrendered to the enemy. To en
crcafe the misfortune, the infeB:cd army brought the 
plague with them into England, where it fwept off great 
multitudes, particularly in the city of London. Above 
twenty thoufand perfons, there, died of it in one year g •. 

ELIZABETH, whofe ufual vigour and forefight had not 
appeared in this tranfaclion, was now glad to compound 
matters; and as the queen-regent defired to obtain lei
fure, in order to prepare meafures for the extermination 
of the hugonots, {he readily hearkened to any reafonable 
terms of accommouation with England h. It was agreed, 
that the hofc:1ges, which the French had given for the 

zd ! .. rl"il. :re.Hitution of Calais, fhould be reftored for 220,000 

d Forbcs, .-ol. ti. p. ;77, 49S. e Ibid. P· 450, 458. 
f !hid. p. 498. ~ ~c:! note [FJ at the end of the vulume. 
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ELIZABETH. 

rowns ; and that both fides ihould retain all their ciai~s c H A P. 
· XXXIX. ahd pretenfions. 1./"\ ~ 

THE peace fiill continued with Scotland; and even a 1 563. 
Scotch af· 

~ordial fricndfhip feemcd to have been cemented between fairs. 

Elizabeth and Mary. Thefc princeHes made profeffion 
of the mo.l1 entire affection ; wrote amicable letters every 
week to each other; and had adopted, in :11l a~pearance; 
the fentiments as wdl as fiylc of fifiers. Elizabeth pu-
nifhed one Bales, who had publifhed a book againfl: 
Mary's title i ; and as the lord keeper Bacon was thought 
to have encouraged Hales in this undertaking; he fell 
under her difpleafure, and it was with fome difficulty he 
was able to give her fatisfaB:ion, and recover her favour k• 

The two queens had agreed in the foregoing fummer to 
an interview at York 1 ; in order to remove all difficulties 
with regard to Mary's ratification of the treaty of Edin-
burgh, and to confider of the proper method for fettling 
the fucceffion of England : But as Elizabeth czrcfully 
avoided touching on this delicate fubjeB:, ihe employed a 
pretence of the wars in France, which, fhe faid, would 
detain her in London; and fne delayed till next year the 
intended interview. It is alfo probable, that, being well 
acquainted with the beauty and addrefs and accomplilh
ments of J\1ary, ihe did not chufe to fiand the comparifon 
with regard to thofc exterior qualities, in which the was
eclipfed by her rival ; and wa unwilling, that a prin
cefs, who had already made great progrefs in the e:fieem 
and affeCtions of the Englifh, fhould have a farther op
portunity of encreafing the nurr:ber of he.r partizans. 

MAR Y's clofe conneB:ions •,vith he houfe of Guife, 
~nd her devoted attachment to her uncles, by '\vhom fue 
had been early educated and confhntly proteB:ed, w:rs 
the ground of juft and unfurmoun~a~le jealoufy to Eli-

.1 Keith, p. 2.5z, 

VoL. V. 
k Ibid . p. 253• 

G 
l Haynes, p. 388. 

zabetli,i 
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c H A P. zabeth, who regarded them as her mortal and-declare& 
XXXIX. . ll . d . h h . d '---v--J enemtes, and was v;,rc acquamte wtt t e1r angerous, 

1;563. · character and· ambitious projetl:s. They had made offer 
of their niece to Don Carlos, Philip's fon; to the king. 
E)[ Sweden, the king of N avarre, the archduke Charles., 
the duke of Ferrara, the Cardinal of Bourbon, who had· 

E>n1y taken deacon~s orders, from which he might eafily 
be freed by a difpen.fation; and they were ready to marry 
!1er to any one, who could :frrengthen their interefts, or 
give inquietude and difiurbancc to Elizabeth m. Eliza
beth on her part vvas equally vigilant to prevent the ex
ecution of their fchemes, and was particularly anxious, 
lefl: :rvLry :!hould form any powerful foreign alliance,. 
which mi.ght tempt her to revive her pretenfions to the 
crown, and to invade the kingdom on the fide where it 
was wcakefr and lay m oft expo fed ". As lhe believed,. 
that the marriage with the archduke Charles was the one 

rnoff Iikdy to have place:r !he ufcd every expedient t() 

prevent it; arrd befides remonftrating againft it to ~viary 
herfelf, !he endeavoured to draw off the archduke from 
that purfuit, by giving him fome hopes of fu-ccefs in his 
pretenfions to herfelf, and by inviting him to a renewal 

E>f the former treaty of marriage 0
• She always told the 

queen of Scots, that nothing would fatisfy her but her
efpoufing fome Engli!h nobleman, who would remt>ve a11 
grounds of jealoufy, and cement the union between the 
two kingdoms ; and fue otlered on this condition to have 
her title examined, and ta declare heL· fucceffor to the 
crown P. After keeping the matter in thefe general 
.terms during<~; twelvemonth, fne at laft named lord Ro
bert Dudley, now created earl of Leicefl:r.r, as the perfon 
on whom !he de!i.red that Mary's choice fhould fall. 

m Forbes, vol, ii, p. ,_g7• Strype, vol. i, p. 400. n K.eith, 
p. 2+7, :z8~. e -tclvil, r· ~ f. .eith I P• ::143, Z4~ 

. THE 



ELIZABETH. 

THE earl of Leicefrer, the great and powerful favour- c H A P. 

ite of Elizabeth, poffeffed all thofe exterior qualities, ~~ 
which are naturally alluring to the fair fex; a handfome 1563, J 

perfon, a polite addrefs, an infinuating behaviour; and 
by means of thefe accomplifnments_, he had been able to 
blind even the penetration of Elizabeth, and conceal 

from her the great defeB:s, or rather odious vices, which 
attended his charaCter. He wa:> proud, infolent, inte-
refred, ambitious; without honour, without generofity, 
without humanity; and attoned not for thefe bad quali-
ties, by fuch abilities or courage, as could fit him for 
that high trufr and confidence, with which fhe always 
honoured him. Her confrant and declared attachment 
to him had naturally emboldened him to afpire to her 

bed; and in order to make way for thefe nuptials, he 

was univerfally believed to have murdered, in a barbarous 
manner, his wife, the heirefs of one Robefurt. The 
propofal of efpoufing Mary was by no means agreeable to 
him; a~d he always afcribed it to the contrivance of Ce-
cil, his enemy ; who intended by that artifice to make 
him lofe the friendfhip of Mary from the temerity of his 

pretenfions, and that of Elizabeth from jealoufy of his 
£ttachments to another woman q. The queen herfelfhad 
not any ferious intention of effecting this marriage ; but 
as file was de.firous, that the queen of Scots fnould never 

have any hu:fband, fhe named a man, who, ilie believed, 

was not likely to be accepted ; and !he hoped, by that 
means, to gain time, and elude the project: cf any other 
alliance. The earl of Leicefl:er was too great a fc::.vour-

ite to be parted with; and when M2ry, allured by the 
profpeet of being declared fucceffor to the crown, f~em~d 
at laft to hearken to Elizabeth's propof:ll, this princcfs 
receded from her offers, and withdrew the bait, which 

'l Camclen, P• 396. 

Gz 
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· c H A P. ilie had formerly thrown out to her rival r. This dupli-
XXXIX. . d n · · d r f . """'' """-' City of con UL-L, JOine to 10me appearance o an Hnpe-

.J s63. rious fuperiority, affumed by her, had drawn a peevifu 
letter from Mary ; and the {eemingl y amicable corre
fpondence betw;en the two queens was, during fome 
time, interrupted. In order to make up this breach, the 
queen of Scots difpatched Sir J ames Melvil to London; 
who has given us a particular account of his negotia

tion. 

MEL VIL was an agreeable courtier, a man of addrefs 
and converfation ; and it was recommended to him by 
his mifi:rcfs, that, befides grave reafonings concerning 
politics and fi:ate-affairs, he fuould introduce more enter

taining topics of converfation, fuitable to the fprightly 

charaCter of Elizabeth ; and :!hould endeavour by that 

means to infinuate h!mfclf into her confidence. He fuc
ceeded fo well, that he thre··w that artful princefs entirely 
cfF her guard s, and made her difcover the bottom of her 
heart, full of all thofe levities and follies and ideas of ri-

aHhip, which poffefs the youngefi: and mofi: frivolous of 
her fex. He talked to her of his travels, and forgot not 
to, mention the difFerent dreffes of the ladies in different 
countries, and the particular advantages of each, in fet

ting off the beauties of the fhape and perfon. The queen 
faid, that !he had drc!fes of all countries; and fhe took 
care thenceforth to meet the ambaffador every day appa
rellcd in a different habit : Sometimes !he was drefTed in 
the Engiiili ga:-b, fomet!mes in the French, fometimes in 
·the Itali~n; and !he aikcd him, which of them became 
her mofi:? He anfwered, the Italian; a reply, that, he 
knew, would be agreeable to her, bccaufe that mode 
i110:wcd to advant;-ge her flowing locks, which, he re
:rr ... arkcd, though they were' more red than yellow, 1he 
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ELIZABETH. 

fancied to be the fincfr in the world. She dclired to know C H A P. 
X'"X'X 

of him what was reputed the bcil: colour of hair: She~ 
afked whether his q ucen or !he had th'~ finefr hair : She 1 56-t. 

even enquired which of them he efieemecl the fairefr per-

fon : A very delicate q ue:ftion, and which he prudently 

eluded, by faying that her majcfi:y w:1.s the fair fi: perfon 

in England, :md his mifirefs in Scotland. She next de-

manded \Vhich of them was tallc.il:: He replied, his 

queen: Then is fne too tall, faid Elizabeth: For I Iily-
fclf am of :.t j~tfi: fi:aturc. Having learned from him, that 

his mifi:rcfs fom-:timcs recreated herfelf by playing on the 

harpficord, an inil:rument on whi.ch fhe' herfelf excelled, 

ihe gave orc.lers to lord Hunfdon, th:lt he fhouJd lead the 

ambaffador, as it were cafually, iiJto an apartment, 
where he might hear her perform; and when IV!elvil, as 

it ravifhed with the harmony, broke into the queen's 

apartment, fhc pretended to be difpleafcd w1th his intru-

fion; but frill took care to afk him whether he thought 

Mary or her the bcfr performer on that- infirument · •• 
From the whole of her behaviour, 1\tlelvil thought he 

might, on his return, affure his mi!hefs, that lhe had no 
rea!on evLr to expect any cordial friendfhip from Eliza-

beth, and that all her profcffions of amity were full of • 
falfehood and diffimulation. 

AFTER two years had been fpent in cvafions and arti

fices u, Mary's fubjeets and counfellors, and probably 

herfelf, began to think it full time, that fome marriage 

were coz cl udcd, and lord Darnley, [on of the earl of 

Lcnox, was the perfon, in whom mofr men's opinions 

and willies centercd. He was Mary's coufin-german, by 

the lady Margaret D,)uglas, niece to Harry VIII. and 

daughter of the earl of Angus, by Margaret, queen of 

Scotland. He had been born and educated in England~ 

where the earl of Lenox had conftantly refided, fince he 

t Mdvil) p. 49, so. u Keith, F• ~6t• 

G3 ha cl 
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C H A P. had been ban!ihed by the prevailing power of the houfe of XXXIX. 
\.--..---1 Hamilton: And as Darnley was now in his twentieth year, 

1 56~. and was a very comely perfon, tall and delicately lhaped, 
it was hoped, that he might foon render himfelf agree
able to the q !.leen of Scots. He was alfo by his father a 

branch of the fame family with herfelf; and would, in 
efpoufing her, preferve the royal dignity in the houfe of 
Stuart: He was, after her, next heir to the crown of 
Engbr~d ; and thofe who pretended to exclude her on ac
count of her being a foreigner, had endeavoured to re
commend his title, and give it the preference. It feemed 
no inconfiderable advantage, that fhe could, by marrying 
him, unite both their claims; and as he was by birth an 
Engli!hman, and could not, by his power or alliances, 
give any ground of fufpicion to Elizabeth, it was hoped, 
that the propofal of this marriage would not be unaccept
able to th~t jc:1lous princefs. 

ELIZABETH was wcil informed of thefe intentions w; 

and was fecretly not difpleafed with th~ projetl:ed mar
riage between Darnley and the quetn of Scots x. She 
would ra.ther have wifhed, that Mary had continued for 
ever in a finglc life : But finding little probability of ren
dering this fcheme effetl:ua1, ihe was fatisficd with a 
choice, which fr(cd her at once from the dread of a fo
r~ign alliance, and from the ncccffity of parting with 
Lcice~er, her favourite. In order to pave the way to 
Darnley's marriage, fhe fecretly defired Mary to invite 
Lenox into Scotland, to reverfe his attainder, and to re
ilore him to his honours and fortune Y. And when her 
requc.fi: was complied with, fhe took care, in order to 
prc[crve the fricndfl1ip of the Hamiltons and her other 
partizans in Scotland, to blame openly this condutl: of 
1\tlary 7

• Hearing that the negotiation for Darnley'' 

w Keith, p. 261. x Ibid, p. 2.So, 2.82, Jebb, vol. ii. p, 46. 
Y Keith, p. 2.55, 259, 17'1.• ~ MelvilJ p. 4:.. 
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11arriage proceeded apace, ilie gave that nobleman per- C H A P. 
11. ; • l h" . XXXIX. 

miffion, on his firu applicatwn, to fol ow IS father mto r...--.--.J 

·Scotland : But no fooner did £he learn, that the queen of 1 s6+o 

Scots was taken with his figure and perfon, and that all 

meafures were fixed for efpoufing him, than fhe exclaim-

ed againft the marriage; fent Throgmorton to order 

Darnley immediately~ upon his allegiance, to return t" 

England ; threw the countefs of Lenox and her fecond 

fon into the Tower, where they fufFered a rigorous con

finement; fcized all Lenox's Engliili cfiate; and, though 

.it was impoffible for her to affign one fingle reafon for 

her difpleafure a, £he menaced, and protefred, and corn- 7.Sth July. 

plained, as if {he had fufferec the mofi grievous injury in 

the world. 

'rnE politics of Elizabeth, though judicious, were 

ufually full of duplicity and artifice: but never more fo 

than in her tranfaB:ions with the queen of Scots, where 

there entered fo many little pailions and narrow jealoufies~ 

that £he dudl: not avow to the world the reafons of her 

.conduCt:, fcarcely to her minifl:ers, and fcarcely even to 

herfelf. But befidcs a womaniili rivaHhip and envy againft 

the marriage of this princefs, ihe had fome motives of in

tereft for feigning a difpleafure on the prefent occafion .. 

It ferved her as a pretence for refufing to acknowledge 

Mary's title to the fucceffion of England; a 'point to 

which £he was determined never to confent. And it was 

ufeful to her for a purpofe, frill more unfriendly and dan

gerous, for encouraging the difcontents and rebellion of 

.the Scottiili nobility and ecclefiaftic's b. 

NOTHING can be more unhappy for a people than to 

be governed by a fovereign, attached to a religion dif

ferent from the efi:abliilied ; and it is fcarcely po.ffible, 

that mutual confidence can ever, in fuch a fituation., 

a Keith, P• :z.74, Z75· b lbio, p. zg;,, 

G4 have 
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C) H A P. have place between the prince and his fubjetl:s. Mary'-
~ conduct had been hitherto, in every rcfpeCl:, unexcep-

:tS65· tionable, 4nd even laudable; yet had ihe not made fuch 
progrefs in acquiring popularity, as might have been ex
petted from her gracious deportment and agreeable ac~ 
compliiliments. Sufpicions every mome~t prevailed on 
account of her attachment· to the catholic faith, and 
efpecially to her uncles, the open and avowed promoters 
of the fcheme for exterminating the profeifors of the re~ 
formed religion throughout all Europe. She frill rc
fufed to ratify the atl;s of parliament which had dla
bliilied the reformation; fhe made attempts for refl:oring 
to the catholic biihops fome part of their civil jurifdic
tion c; and fhe wrote a letter to the council of 'rrent, 
in which,. befides profeffing her attachment to the catholic 
faith, {he took notice of her title to fucceed to the crown of 
England, and exprefTed her hopes of being able, in fome 
period, to bring back all her dominions to the bofom of 
the church d. The zealots among the proteftants were 
not wanting, in their turn, to exercife their infolence 
upon her, which tended ftill more to .alienate her from 
their faith. A law was enacted, making it capital, on 
the very fir£1: ofFence, to fay mafs any where, except in, 
the queen's chapel e ; and it was with great difficulty 
tha~ even this fmall indulgence was granted her : 
·The gerwral afTcmbly importuned her anew to change 
per religion ; to renounce the blafphcmous idolatry of 
the mafs, with th.e tyranny of the Roman Antichrifl:; 
and to embrace the true religion of Chrift Jefus f. Af$ 
fne anfwered with temper, that ihe was not yet con
vinced of the falfehood of her religion or the impiety of 
the mafs ; and that her apofl:acy would lofe her the 
friend!hip of her allies on the continent; they replied, 

c Spo•fwood1 P· Ig3. d Father Paul, lib, vii, 
t• 2.6%~ f lbid. P• 5'\S· Knox, .P• lH• 
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ELIZABETH. 

by afTuring her, that their religion was undoubtedly the C H A P. 

fame which had been revealed by J efus Chrifr, which ~ _ 
had been preached by the apofilcs, and which had been as6s. 
embraced by the faithful in the primitive ages ; that nei-
ther the religion of Turks, Jews, nor Papifis was built 
on fo folid a foundation as theirs ; that they alone, of 
all the various fpecies of religionifis, fpread over the 
face of the earth, were fo happy as to be po!fdfed of the 
truth; that thofe who hear, or rather who gaze on the 
mafs, ::tllow facrilege, pronounce blafphemy, and com-
mit mofl abominable idolatry; and that the friendihip of 
the King of Kings was preferable to all the confed(!ra-
cies and alliances in the worlcl g. 

· THE marri~ge of the queen of Scots had kindled afrefl1 Them1~eft 
the zeal of the reformers, becaufe the family of Lenox of s:~ts 

. . h h marne~ the 
was behcved to adhere to the catholic fa1th; and t oug earlofDdrn· 

Darnley, who now bore the name of king Henry, went Iey. 

(>ften to the efiabl iihed church, he could not, by this 
exterior compliance, gain the confidence ancl regard of 
the ecclefiafiics. They rather bid hold of this oppor-
tunity to infult him to his face; and Knox fcrupled not 
to tell him from the pulpit, that God, for puniihment of 
!he offences and ingratitude of the people, was wont to 
~ommit the rule over them to boys and women h. The 
populace of Edinburgh, infiigated by fuch dotl:rines, be .. 
gan to meet and to affociate themfel ves againfr the go
vernment i. But what threatened with more immediate 
danger Mary's authority, were the difcontents which prc .. 
vailed among fomc of the principal nobility. 

THE duke of Chatelrault was difplea'fed with the re
fioration, and fiill more wit~ the aggrandizement of 
the family of Lenox, his hereditary enemies ; and enter
tained fears lefr his eventual fucce1Iion to the crown of 

~cotland lhould be excluded by his rival, who had for-

g Keith, p. 5!0, SS•· 
i KnoxJ P• 377• 

mcrly 
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c H A P. merly advanced fome pretenfions to it. The earl of XXXIX. M cl h' cl' h d' . •.ft... cl b 
~ urray foun ts ere tt at court muc tmmune y • 1565, the interc 1: of Lenox, and his fon ; and began to appre

hr:nd the revocation of fome confiderable grants, which 
he had obtained from Tvfary's bounty. The earls of Argyle, Rothes, and Glencairne, the lords Boyde and Ochiltry, Kirkaldy of Grange, Pittarow, were infiigated by like motives; and as thefe were the perfons who had mofr zealoufly promoted the reformation, they were difgufied to find, that the queen's favour was en
tirely ingroffed by a new cabal, the earls of Bothwel, Athole, Sutherland, and Huntley ; men who were dteemed either lukewarm in religious controverfy, or 
inclined to the catholic party. The fame ground of difcontent, which, in other courts, is the fource of in
trigue, faction, and oppofition, commonly produced in Scotland, either projects of affaffination, or of rebellion ; 
and befides mutual accufations of the former kind, which it is ifficult to clear up !:., the malcontent lords, as foon 
as they faw the queen)s marriage entirely refolved on, entered into a confederacy for taking arms againft their fo·;creign. They met at Stirling; pretended an anxious 
concern for the fecurity of religion ; framed engagements for mutual defence ; and made applications to Eli
zabeth for affifrance and protection I. That princefs, 
after publifhing the expreffions of her difpleafure againfr the marriage, had fecretly ordered her ambaffadors Ran
dolf and Throgmorton, to give in her name fome pro
rnifes of fupport to tlie malcontents; and had even fent 
them a fupply of ten thoufand pounds, to enable them to begin an infurrection rn. 

MAR Y was no fooner informed of the meetino- at I 
0 Stirling, and the movements of the lords, than fhe fum-

k See note (G] at the end of the volume. I Keith, p. Z93• 294, gco, 301. m I~nox, p. 3$0, Keith) Append; p. 164. Andufon, vol, iii. p. 194• 
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moned them to appear at court, in order to anfwer for C H A P. 
. d n_ d h . 1 . d r c XXXIX. the1r con un ; an avmg ev1e tome xorccs to execute 1..--v---1 

the laws, ihe obliged the rebels to leave the low countries, 1565. 

and take fhelter in Argyldhire. That £he might more 
cffeB:ually cut off their refources, £he proceeded with the 
king to Glafgow, and forced them from their retreat. 
They appeared at Paifly in the neighbourhood with 
about a thoufand horfe; and palling the queen's army, 
proceeded to Hamilton, and thence to Edinburgh, which 

they entered without refifiance. They cxpeB:ed grc2.t 
reinforcements in this place, from the efforts of Knox 
and the feditious preachers ; and they beat their ch·ums, 

defiring all men to enlifr, and receive wages for the de-
fence of God's glory n. But the nation was in no dif

pofition for rebellion : Mary was efteemed and beloved : 

Her marriage was not generally difagreeable to the peo

ple: And the interefred views of the malcontent lords 
were fo well known, that their pretence of zeal for re
ligion had little influence even on the ignorant popu
lace 0 • The king and queen advanced to Edinburgh at 
the head of their army: The rebels were obliged to re
tire into the fouth ; and being purfued by a force which 

now amounted to eighteen thoufand men P, they found 
themfcl ves under a neceffity of abandoning their country, 

and of taking fhelter in England. 

ELIZABETH, when £he found the event fo much to dif

appoint her expeCtations, thought proper to difavow all 
conneCtions with the Scottifh malcontents, and to declare 
every where, that fhe had never given them any encou

ragement, nor any promife of countenance or affiftance. 
She even carried farther her diffimulation and hypocrify. 
-Murray had come to London, with the abbot of Kil
winning, agent for Chatelrault; and fhe fcduced them, 
by fecret affuranccs of proteB:ion, to declare, before the 

.a Knox, P• 381, p Ibid. p. 388 • 

ambaffadors 
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cxxH A P. anibaifa<lors of France and Spain, that ihe had r,owi(e XIX. 
'--v---' contributed to their infurreB:ion. No fooner had fue ex-
• 

15
6
5· torted this confe.ffion from them, than !he chafed them from 

her prefence, called them unworthy traitors, declared 
that their detefhble rebellion \Vas of bad example to all 
princes, and affured them, that, as !he had hitherto given 
them no encouragement, fo fhould they never thence
forth receive from her any affill:ance or protection q. 

Throgmorton alone, whofe honour ~as equal to his 
4lbilitics, could not be prevailed on to conceal the part, 
which . h~ had acted in the cnterprifc of the Scotti!h re
bels; and being well apprifed of the ufual character and 
conduB: of Elizabeth, he had had the precaution to ob
tain an order of council to authorize the engagements, 
v.rhich he had been obli;ed to take ~¥ith them r. 

THE baniihed lords, flnding thcmfelves fo hadhly 
treated by Elizabeth, had rccourfe to the clemency of 
their ovvn fovereign; and after fome folicitation and fome 
profeffions of fincere repentance, the duke of Chatelraul t 
obtained his pardon, on condition that he !hould retire 
into France. Mary was more implacable againfr the 
ungrateful earl of l\1urray and the other confederates, on 
whom fhc threw the chief blame of the enterprize; but 
as ihe was continually plied with applications from their 
friends, and as fome of her mo:fl: judicious partizans in 
England thought, that nothing would more promote her 
interefts in that kingdom, than the gentle treatment of' 
men fo celebrated for their zeal againfi the catholic reli
gion; ihe agreed to give way to her natural temper, 
which inclined not to fevcrity, and ihe feemcd deter
mined to refi:ore them to favour s. In this interval, 
Rambouillet arrived as ambaffador from France, and 
brought her advice from her uncle, the cardinal of Lor- · 

q Melvil, p. 57· Knox, p. 388. Keith, p. 3'9• Crawford, p. 6z, 63. 
z Melvil, p. 6o. s Ibid. F• 59, 6o, 61, 611 63. Keith, p. 322. 
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Taine, to who[e opinion file always paid an extreme de- c H A P. 
. d 1 r. n 1 d XXXIX. 
ference, by no means to par on tt1e1c protenant ea ers, ~ 
who hacl been engaged in a r~bellion againfi: her c. 1.:.65• 

THE t·,vo religions, in F ranee, as well as in other 
parts of Europe, were rather irritated than tired with 

their mutual violerices ; and the peace granted to the 
hugonots, as had been forefeen by admiral Coligni, was 

intended only to lull them afieep, and prepare the way 

for their final and abfolute de£l:ru8:ion. The queen-re

gent made a pretence of travelling through the kingdom~ 

in order to vifit the provinces, and correct all the abufes 

arifing from the late civil war ; and after having held 

fome conferences on the frontiers with the duke of Lor

!aine and the duke of Savoy, file came to Bayonne, 
wher~ ihe was met by her daughter, the queen of Spain, 

and the duke of Alva. Nothing appeared in the con

grefs of thefe two fplendid courts, but gaiety, fefi:ivity, 

love, and joy; but amidil: thefe fmiling appearances were 
fecretly fabricated fchemes the mofi: bloody, and the mofl: 
deitrutl:ive to the repofe of mankind, that h;:rd ever been 
thought of inznyage or nation. No lefs than a total 

and univerf:1l cxter:nin::1tion of the protefi:ants by fire and 
f.nord was concerted by Philip and Catherine of Medicis; 

and AI va, agreeably to his fierce· anJ fanguinary Jifpofi
tion, aLlvifed the queen-regent to commence the execu
tion of this project, by the immediate matTacre of all the 
leaders of the hugonots u. But that princcfs, though 

equally hardened againfi: every humane fentiment, would 
not forego this opportunity of difplaying her v.;it and re
lined politics; and fil~ propofcd, rather by trc::tchery ana 

ditEmulation, wh~ch fhc called addrefs, to lead the pro
tefb.nts into the fnare, and never to draw th~ fword, till 

they were totally difabled from refi!t_1.:1:e. 'I'h~ c::.rdina.l 
of Lorraine, whofe character bor.: a greater affinity to 

~ .KeithJ p. 325, Melvil~ p. 63. 
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c H A P. that of Alva, was a chief author of this barbarous afio-
xxxrx. . . . fl_ h c d h . a d h. ~ ctat10n agamn: t e re1ormers; an avmg conne e 1s 

•s6s. hopes of fuccefs with the aggrandizement of his niece, 
Contedera- h 
cy againft the queen of Scots, he took care, t at her meaf ures 
the proteft- fhould corrcfpond to thofe violent counfels, which were 
ants. 

embraced by the other catholic princes. In confequence 
of this fcheme, he turned her from the road of clemency, 
which fhe intended to have followed; and made her re- · 

: 566. folve on the total ruin of the banifheJ lords w. A par
liament was fummoned to meet at Edinburgh for attaint
ing them ; and as their guilt was palpable and avowed, no 
doubt was entertained but fentence would be pronounced_ 
againfr them. It was by a fudden and violent inci
dent, which, in the i1rue, brought on the ruin of 
Mary herfelf, that they were faved from the rigour of 
the law. 

THE marriage of the queen of Scots with lord Darn .. 
ley was fo natural, and fo inviting in all its circum
fiances, that it had been precipitately agreed to by that 
princefs and her council ; and while fhe was allured by 
his youth, and beauty, and exterior accomplifhments, 
ihe had at firfl: overlooked the qualities of his mind, 
which nowife corrcfponded to the excellence of his out
ward figure. Violent, yet variable in his enterprizes; 
infolent, yet credulous and eafily governed by flatterers; 
he was devoid of all gratitude, becaufe he thought no 
favours equal to his merit; and being addicted to low 
pleafures, •he was equally incapable of all true fentiments 
of love and tendcrnefs "• The queen of Scots, in the 
fidt effufions of her fondnefs, had tak~n a pleafure in ex
alting him beyond meafure: She had granted him the 
title of king; fhe had joined his name with her own 
in all public acts; !he intend d to have procured him 

w Melvil, p. 63- Keith's Append, p. 17t, 
329. Append, p. 163. 
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ELIZABETH. 

from the parliament a matrimonial crown: But having c H A P. 

leifure afterwards to remark his weaknefs and vices, fhe ~ 
began to fee the danger of her profufe liberality, and was 1566. 

refolved thenceforth to proceed with more referve in the 

trufr, which fhe fhould confer upon him. His refent-
ment againfr this prudent conduCt ferved but the more 

to encreafe her difgufr ; and the young prince, enraged 

at her imagined negleB:s, pointed his vengeance againfl: 

every one whom he efreemed the caufc of this change in 
her meafures and behaviour. 

THERE was in the court, one David Rizzio, who had Murder of 

of late obtained a very extraordinary degree of confi- Rizzio. . 

dence and favour with the queen of Scots. He was a 

Piedmontefe, of mean birth, fon of a teacher of mufic, 

himfclf a mufician; and finding it difficult to fubfifr by 

his art in his own country, he had followed into Scot-

land an ambaffador, whom the duke of Savoy fent thi-

ther to pay his compliments to Mary, fome time after her 

firfr arrival. He poffeffed a good ear, and a tolerable 

voice ; and as that princefs found him ufeful to complete 

her band of mufic, lhe retained him in her fervice after 

the departure of his mafter. Her fecretary for French 

<lifpat<:hes having, fomc time after, incurred her difplea-

fure, lhe promoted Rizzio to that office, which gave him 
frequent opportunities of approaching her perfon, and in

finuating himfelf into her favour. He was fh.rewd and 

fenfible, as well as afpiring, much beyond his rank and 

education ; and he made fo good ufe of the accefs which 
fortune had procured him, that he was foon regarded as 

the chief confident and even minifl:er of the queen. He 

was confulted on all occafions ; no favours could be ob-

tained but by his intcrceffion; all fuitors were obliged to 

gain him by prefents and flattery ; and the man, infolent 

f,rom his new exaltation, as well as r::tpacioes in his ac

fiUifitions, foon drew on himfelf the hatre-d of the nobi· 

l lity 
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c H A P. lity and of the whole kingdom r. He had at firfi em..: 
XXXIX, d h' d' D 1 ' . d "--"v--J ploye 1s ere 1t to promote arn ey s marnage ; anr a 

1566. firm friend!hip feemed to be eftabliihed between them: 
But on the fubfequent change of the qucen's fcntiments, 
it was eafy for Henry's friends to perfuade him, that Riz
zio was the real author of her indifference, and even to 
touze in his mind jealoufies of a more dangerous nature. 
The favourite was of a difagreeable figure, but was not 
pafr his youth z ; and though the opinion of his criminal 
correfpondence with Mary might feem of itfelf unreafon
able, lf not abfurd, a fufpicious hufband could find no 
Qthcr means of accounting for that lavi{h and imprudent 
kindnefs, with which :!he honoured him. The rigid au
fierity of the eccleiiaflics, who could admit of no free
dams, contributed to fpread this opinion among the peo
ple; and as Rizzio W;!S" l:ffiiverfally believed to be a pen
ftonary of the pope, and to be deeply engaged in all 
fchemes againfr the prote~ants, any frory, to his and 
Mary's difadvantage, received an eafy credit among the 
zealots of that comtl!tmion. 

Rrzzro, who had conneCl:ed his interdh with the Ro-
·tnan catholics, was the declared enemy of the banifhed 
lords; and by promoting the violent profecution againft 
them, he had expofed himfelf to the animofity of the;r 
numerous friends and retainers. A fcheme was al(o 
thought to be formed for revoking fome exorbitant grants 
made during the queen's minority; and even the nobility, 
who had feized the ecclefiafrical benefices, began to think 
themfelves lefs fecure in the poffeffion of them a. The 

·earl of Morton, chancellor, was affe<2ed by all thefe con
. fidenitions, and frill more by a rumour fpread abroad, that 
11ary intended to appoint Rizzio chancellor in his place, 

Y Keith, p. 282, 302. Crawford's Memoirs. p. 5· 
z See ·note (H] at the enJ of the volume .. 

:Mdvil, P• 64, 

Spotfwood,· p. 193• 
a Keith, p. 32.6. 
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ttnc to befrow that dignity on a mean and upfiart fo- C H A P. 

· . XXXIX. re1gner, Ignorant of the laws and language of the coun- "---v--...1 

try b. So indifcreet had this princefs been in her kind- 1566. 

nefs to Rizzio, that even that .ltrange report met with 

credit, and pro·.red a great means of accelerating the ruin 

of the favourite. Morton, infinuating himfelf into Hen-

ry's confidence, employed all his art to inflame the dif-

content and jealoufy of that prince; and he perfuadcd 

him, that the only means of freeing himfclf from the in-

dignities under which he laboured, was to bring the bafe 

.fhanger to that fate, which he had fo well merited, and 

which as fo paffionately dcfired by the whole nation. 

George Douglas, natural brother to the tountefs of Le-

nox, concurred in the fame advice; and the lords Ruth:. 

ven and Lindefey, being confulted, offered their affifrance 

in the entcrprize; nor was even the earl of Lf'nox, the 

king's father, averfe to the defign c. But as thefe con-

fpirators were well acquainted with Henry's levity, they 

engaged him to fign a paper~ in which he avowed the 

undertaking, and promifed to protect them againfr every 

confequence, which might enfuc upon the alfaffination of 

Rizzio d. All the(e meafures being concerted, a meffen .... 

ger was difpatched to the baniiliec.l lcrds, who were ho--

vering near the borders ; and they were invited by the 
king to return to their native country. 

Ttus defign, fo atrocious in itfelf, was rendered fl:il19th March~ 
inore fo by the circumfrances which attended its execu-

tion. Mary, who was in the fixth month of her preg-
nancy, was fupping in private, and had at table the coun-

tcfs of Argyle, her natural filler, with Rizzio, and others 

of her fervants. The king entered the room by a pri\·ate 

palfage, and flood at the back of 1\hry's chair : Lord 

b Buchanan, lib. xvii. c. 6o. Crawford, p. 6. Srotfwoon, p. 194· Knox
1 

!>· ~93• Jebb, vol. i. p. 456. c Crawford, P• 7• 
d Goodall, vol. i. p. z66, Crawford, p. 7• 

VoL. V. H Ruthven; 
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c H A P. Ruthven, George Douglas, and other confpirators, be
~ ing all armed, rulh.ed in after him ; and the queen of 

1566. Scots, terrified with the appearance, demanded of them 
the reafon of this rude intrufion. They told her, that 
they intended no violence againfr her perfon ; but meant 
only to bring that villain, pointing at Rizzio, to his de-
ferved puniihment. Rizzio, aware of the danger, ran 
behind his mifirefs, and feizing her by the waift, called 
aloud to her for protection ; while fhe interpofed in his. 
behalf, with cries, and menaces, and: entreaties. The 
impatient affaffins, regard1efs of her efforts, rufued upon 
their prey, and by overturning every thing which ftood 
in their way, encreafed the horror and confufion of the 

fcene. Douglas, feizing Henry's dagger, ftuck it in the 
body of Rizzio, who, [creaming with fear and agony,. 
was torn from Mary by the other confpirators, and pufhed 
into the antichamber, where he was difpatched with fifty
fix wounds e. The unhappy princefs,. informed of his 
fate,. immcd'i::ttel y dried her tears, and faid, She would 
weep no more ; :!he would now think of revenge. The 
infult, indeed, upon her perfon; the ftain attempted to 
be fixed on her honour; the danger to which her life was 
expofed, on account of her pregnancy; wer:e injuries fo 

atrocious, and fo complicated, that they fcarcely left room 
for pardon, even from the greatefi lenity and mercy .. 

THE affaffins, apprehenfive of Maris refentment, d'e
tained her prifoner in the palace ; and the king difmiffed 
all who feemed willing to attempt her refcue, by telling 
them, that nothing was done without his orders, and 
that he would be careful of the queen's fafety. Murray 
and the bani£heJ lords appeared two days after; and 
Mary, whofe anger was now engroffed by injuries more 
recent and violent, was willingly reconciled to them; and 
fhe even received her brother with tendernefs and affec-

e M{!h•il, I'• 64. Keith, p. 330, 331. Crawford, p. 9• 
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tion. They obtained an acquittal from parliameht, and C H A P. 

• fl. d . h . h d 1: Th XXXIX. were re-muate u1 t e1r onours an tOrtunes. e ac- '--..r--1 

complices alfo in Rizzio's murder applied to her for a 1 566• 

pardon; but ihe artfully delayed compliance, and per .. 

fuaded them, that fo long as £he was detained in cuftody, 

and was furrounded by guards, any deed, which ihe 

fhould fign, would have no force or validity. Mean• 

while, {he had gained the confidence of her hulliand, by 

her perfuafion and careffes ; and no fooner were the 
guards withdrawn, than ihe engaged him to efcape with 

her in the night time, and take ihelter in bunbar. Many 
of her fubjeets here offered het their fcrvices; and Mary, 

having colleCted an army, which the confi'irators had no 

power to refift, advanced to Edinburgh, and obliged them 

to fly into England, where they lived in great poverty and 

diftrefs. They made applications however to the earl of 

Bothwel, a new favourite of Mary's; and that noble-

man, defirous of ftrengthening his party by the acceffion 

of their intereft, was able to pacify her refentment ; and 

he foon after procured them liberty to return into their 

own country r. 

THE vengeance of the queen of Scots was implacable 

againft her hufband alone, whofe pcrfon w.as before dif

agreeable to her~ and who, by his violation of every tie 

of gratitude and duty, had r.ow drawn on him het high

eft refcntment. She engaged him to difown all connec

tions with the affaffins, to deny any concurrence in their 

crime, even to publiih a proclamation containing a falfe..:. 

hood fo notorious to the whole world g; and having thus 

made him expofe himfelf to univerfal contempt, and ren

dered it impraCticable for him ever to acquire the confi

. ence of any party, £he threw him of with difdain and 

f Melvil, p. 75, 76. Keith, p. 334• Knox, P·198• 

g Gooda' l, vo! . i. p. :z.So. Keith Append. p. 167. 
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c H A P. indianation h. As if {he had been making an efcape fron'l 
XXX!X. h' 0 JL All r. f h 1 ~---v--...1 1m, me fuuJenly withdrew to oa, a 1eat o t e ear 

l5s6. of Marre's ; and when Henry followed her thither, fhe 

returned fuddenly to Edinburgh; and gave him every 

where the ftrongefi: proofs of difpleafure, and even of an
tipathy. She encouraged her courtiers in their negleB: of 
him; and fue was pleafed, th3.t his mean equipage and 
fmall train of attendants fuould draw on him the con
tempt of the very populace. He was permitted, however, 
to have apartments in the cafHe of Edinburgh, which 

~~·h June. Mary had chofen for the place of her delivery. She there 

brought forth a fon; :1nd as this was very important 

news to England, an well as to Scotland, fue immedi
ately difpatched Sir Jarnes Melvil to carry intelligence of 

the happy event to Elizabeth. Melvil tells us, that this 
princefs, the evening of his arrival in London, had giveN 
a ball to her court at Greenwich, and was difplaying all 

that fpirit and alacrity, which ufually attended her on 

thcfe occafions : But when news arrived of the prince of 

Scotland's birth, all her joy was damped : She funk into 
melancholy; !he reclined her head upon her arm; anrl 
complained to fome of her attendants, that the queen of 

.Scots was mother of a fair fon, while !he herfelf was bu:t 
a barrr.:n :fiock. Next day, however, at the reception of 
the ambaffador, ihc refumcd her former diffimulation, put 
on a joyful countenance, gave ]'vielvil thanks for the hafl:e 

he had made in conveying to her the agree-..tble intelli-
. gence, and expreiled the utmofl: cordiality and friend!hip 

to her fifier i, Some time after, fhc difpatched the earl 

··of Bedford, with her kinfman George Cary, fon of lord 
Hunfdon, in order to officiate at the baptifm of the 

.young prince ; an<l ihe fent by them fome magnificent 
prefents to the queen of Scots • 

.11. Mclvil, p. 66; 67~ 
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THE birth of a fon gave additional zeal to :rvl:ary's par- c H A P. 

. . E I d d f h 11. r. XXXIX. 
t1zans m ng an k ; an even men o t e mOll opponte "'--'.-....1 

parties began to cry aloud for fome fettlement of the fuc- 1566. 

ceffion. Thefe humours broke out with great vehemence 

in a new feffion of parliament, held after fix proroga- 3oth St>pt. 

tions. The houfe of peers, which had hitherto forborne ~e~~:Iia
to touch on this delicate point, here took the lead; and 

the houfe of commons foon after imitated the zeal of the 

lords. Moli neux opened the matter in the lower houfe., 

and propofed that the quefi:ion of the fucceffion and that 

of fupply ihould go hand in hand; as if it were intended 

to confrrain the queen to a compliance with the requeft 

of her parliament 1• The courtiers endeavoured to elude 

the debate: Sir Ralph Sadler told the houfe, that he had 

heard the queen pofitively affirm, that, for the good of 

her people, {he was determined to marry. Secretary Ce-

cil and Sir Francis Knollys gave their tefl:imony to the 

fame purpofe; as did alfo Sir Ambrofe Cave, chancellor 

of the dutchy, and Sir Edward Rogcrs, comptroller of 

the houfehold m. Elizabeth's ambitious and mafculinc 

charaCter was fo well known, that few members gave any 

credit to this intelligence; and it was confidered merely 

as an artifice, by which ihe endeavoured to retract that 

pofitive affirmation, which ihe had made in the beginning 

of her reign, that fhe meant to live and die a virgin. 

The minificrs, therefore, gained nothing farther. by this 

piece of policy, than only to engage the hou1e, for the 

fake of decency, to join the quefiion of the queen's mar-

riage with th:tt of a fcttlemcnt of the crown; and the 

commons were proceeding with great earnefrnefs in the 

debate, and had even appointed a committee to confer 

with the lords, when cxprefs orders were brought them 

ti·om Elizabeth not to proceed farther in that matter. Cecil 

k Cam<len, p. 397• 

.._ Ibid. P• H4· 
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C H A P. told them, that fhe pled()"ed to the houfe the word of a 
XXXIX. r h r. . 

0 
• l · · 

~ queen 10r er nncenty m 1er mtcntwns to marry; 
1566, that the appointment of a fuccefTor would b attended 

with great danger to her perfon ; that £he herfClf had had 
experience, during the reign of her fi er, how much 
court was ufually paid to the next heir, and what dan
gerous facrifices men were commonly difpofed to make 
of their prefent duty to their future profpeCts; and that 
:fhe was therefore determined to delay, till a more proper 
opportunity, the decifion of that important queil:ion n. 

The houfe was not fatisfied with thefe reafons, and frill 
lefs with the command, prohibiting them all debate on 
that fubjecl. Paul Wentworth, a fpiritcd member, went 
fo far as to quefl:ion whether fuch a prohibition were not 
an infringement of the liberties and privileges of the 
houfe 0

• Some even ventured to violate that profound 
refpect, which had hitherto been preferved to the queen; 
and they affirmed that ihe was bound in duty, not only 
to provide for the happinefs of her fubjeB:s during her 
own life, but alfo to pay regard to their future fecurity, 
by £xin~ a fuccelfor; that, by a contrary conduct, fh~ 
:lhowed hcrfelf the il:epmother, not the natural parent, of 
her people, and would feem defirous, that England fhould 
:no longer fubfiil: than fue fhould enjoy the glory and 
fatisfaction of governing it ; that none but timorous 
princes, or tyrants, or faint-hearted women, ever il:ood 
in fear of their fuccefrors ; and that the affeCtions of. the 
people were a firm and impregnable rampart to every fo
vereign, who, laying afide all arti£ce or bye-ends, ha4 
courage and magn~nimity to put his fole truil: in that ho
nourable and fure defence P. The queen, hearing of thefe 
debates, fent for the fpeaker, and after reiterating her for"!' 
mer prohibition, fhe bade him inform the houfe, that, if 

n D'Ewes, p. 1>2.;7, a~. 

P Camden1 p. 4QQ. 
e I~id. p. uS. 

~my 
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any member remained frill unfatisfied, he might appear C H A P. 

b r h · ·1 d h . h. r. XXXlX. 
e1ore t e pnvy counc. , an t ere g1ve IS rea1ons q . ~ 

As the members fhowed a difpofition, notwithfi-anding 1 s66. 

thefe peremptory orders, ftill to proceed upon the quef-

tion, Elizabeth thought proper, by a me!Iage, to revoke 

them, and to -allow the houfe liberty of debate r. They 

were fo mollified by this gracious condefcenfion, that they 

thenceforth conduB:ed the matter with more calmnefs and 

temper; and they even voted her a fupply, to be levied 

at three payments, of a fubfidy an.J a fiftecmh, without 

annexing any condition to it. The queen foon after dif- zd J anua ry. 

folved the parliament, and told them, with fome iharpnefs 1 567. 

in the CC'nclufion, that their proceedings had contained 

much diffimulation and artifice; that unJer the plaufible 

pretences of marriage and fu<:ceffion, many of them co-

vered very malevolent intention~ towards her; but that, 

however, lhe reaped this advantage from the attempts of _ 

thefe men, that the could now difi-inguiih her friends from 

her enemies. " But do you think," added fhe, " that 

" I am unminuful of your future fecurity, or will be 

" negligent in fettling the fucceffion ? That is the chief 

" objeCt: of my concern; as I know myfclf to be liable 

"' to mortality. Or do you apprehend, that I meant to 

"' encroach on your liberties? No: It was never my 

" meaning; I only intended to fiop you before you ap-

<' preached the precipice. All things have their time; 

" and though you may be bleffed with a fovercign more 

" wife or more learned than I, yet I a.{fure you, that no 

" one will ever rule over you, ·who !hall be more careful 

u of your fafety. And therefore, henceforward, whether 

" I live to fee the like affembly or no, or whoever holJs 

" the reins of government, let me warn you to beware 

~' of provoking your fovereign's patience, fo far as you 

" have done mine. But I !hall now conclude, that, 

'I D'Ewe.s, p. uS. r Ibid. p. 130. 
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notwithfranding the difgufrs I have received (for I 
mean not to part with you in anger) the greatcfr part 
of you may affure themfelves that they go home in 

" their prince's good graces s." 
ELIZABETH carried farther her dignity on this oc

cafion. She had received the fubfidy without any condi
tion; but as it was believed, that the commons had given 
her that gratuity with a view of engaging her to yield to 
their requeRs, ihe thought proper, on her refufal, volun
tarily to 1emit the third payment; and ihe faid, that mo.-
11ey in her fubjects' purfes was as good to her as in her 
own exchcq uer t. 

BuT though the queen was able to elude, for the prc
fcnt, the applications of parliament, the friends of the 
queen of Scots multiplied every day in England ; and 
befides the catholics, many of whom kept a trcafonablc 
correfpondencc with her, and were ready to rife at her 
command u, the court itfelf of Elizabeth was full of her 
avowed partizans. The duke of N orfc\lk, the earls of 
Leicefrer, Pembroke, Bedford, Northumberland, S~r 
Nicholas 1'hrogmorton, and mofr of the confiderable 
men in Et:gland, except Cecil, feemed convinced of the 
neceffity of declaring her the fucceifor. None but the 
more zealous protefcants adhered either to the countefs of 
Hertford, or to her aunt, Eleanor, Countcfs of Cumber
land ; and as the marriage of the former feemed liable 
to fomc objections, and had been declared invalid, men 
were alarmed, even on that fide, with the profpect of 
new difputes concerning the fucceffion. Mary's behaviour 
alfo,. fo . moderatc·towards the protdlants, and fo gracious 
towards all men, had procured her univerfal refpeCl: w; 
and the public was willing to afcribe any imprudences, 
into which ihe had fallen, to her youth and inexperience• 

s D'Ewes, p. I 16, II7. 
u HaynesJ. p. 446J HS. 

t Camden, p. 400. 

"" Melvil, p. SJ, 61, 7ff• 
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But all thefe flattering profpeets were blaR:cd by the fub- C H A P. 
. . . XXXIX. 

fequent incidents ; where her egregious md1fcret10ns, ~ 
fhall I fay, or atrocious crimes, threw her from the 1567. 

height of her profperity, and involved her ir). infamy and 
rum. 

THE earl of Bothwel was of a confiderable family and Murder of 

power in Scotland ,; and though not diR:inguifhed by any Darnley. 

talents either of a civil or military nature, he had made 
a figure in that party, which oppofed the greatnefs of the 
earl of M urray, and the more rigid reformers. He was a 
man of profl1gate m<'.nners; had involved his opulent for-
tunc in great debts, and even reduced himfelf to beggary, 
by his profufe cxpences x; and feemed to have no refource 
but in defperate counfds and enterprizes. He had been 
accufed more than once of an attempt tu affaffin:.tte Mur-
r:Iy; and though the frequency of thefe accufations on 
all fides diminifh fomewhat the credit due to any particu-
lar imputation, they prove fufficiently the prevalence of 
that detcR:able praCtice in Scotland, and may in that 
view fervc to render fuch rumours the more likely and 
credible. This man had of late acquired the favour and 
entire confidence of Mary; and all her meafures were 
direCted by his advice and authority. Reports were 
fpread of more particular intimacies and familiarities be-
tween them ; and thefe reports gained ground from the 
continuance or rather encreafe of her hatred towards her 
hu!band Y. That young prince was reduced to fuch a 
ftate of defperation, by the negleCts which he underwent 
from his queen and the courtiers, that he had once re-
folvcd to By fecretly into France or Spain, and had even 
provided a veffel for that purpofe z. Some of the mofr 
confiderable nobility, on the other hand, obferving her 
rooted averfion to him, had propofed fome expedients far 

x Keith, p, ~4"• 

}!• 345-3-!So 
Y Melvil1 p. 66, 77· z Keith. 
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C H A P. a divorce; and though Mary is faid to have fpoken ho
XXXIX. 
~ noPrably en that occafion, and to have embraced the pro-

'567. pofal no farther than it fhould be found confii!ent with her 
own honour and her fon's legitimacy a, men were inclined 
to believe, that the difficulty of finding proper means for 
effeB:uating that purpofe, was the real caufc of laying 
afide all farther thoughts of it. So far were the fufpicions 
againft her carried, that, when Henry, difcouraged with 
the continual proofs of her hatred, left the court and 
retired to Glafgow, an illnefs of an extraordinary na
ture, with which he was feized immediately on his ar
rival in that place, was univerfally afcribed by her enemies 
to a dofe of poifon, which, it was pretended, ihe had ad
minifrered to him. 

WHILE affairs were on this footing, all thofe who 
wifhed well to her charaB:er or to public tranquillity, were 
extremely pleafed, and fomewhat furprized, to hear, that 
a friendiliip was again conciliated between them, that !he 
had taken a journey to Glafgow on purpofe to viiit him 
during his ficknefs, that fhe behaved towards him with 
great tendernefs, that ilie had brought him along with her, 
and that ilie appeared thenceforth determined to live with 
him on a footing more fuitable to the connexions between 
them. Henry, naturally uxorious, and not mi:fl::rufi:ing 
this fudden reconciliation, put himfelf implicitly into 
her hands, and attended her to Edinburgh. She lived 
in the palace of Holy-rood-houfe ; but as the iitua
tion of that place was low, and the concourfe of people 
about the court was neceffarily attended with noife, which 
might difi:urb him in his prefent infirm ftate of health, 
thefe reafons were affigned for fitting up an apartment for 
him in a folitary houfc, at fome difrance, called the Kirk 
of Field. Mary here gave him marks of kindnefs and 
attachment; £he <:onverfed cordially with him; and ihe 

• C::mden, p. ~o4. Coodall's ~cen Mary, vol, ii. p. 317• 
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lay fome nights in a room below his; but on the ninth ofC H A P. 

February, fhe told him, that fhe would pafs that night in~ 
th palace, bccaufe the marriage of one of her fervants was 1567; 

there to be celebrated in her prefence. About two o'cJoc:k 

in tne morning the whole town was much alarmed at hear ... 
ing a great noife; and was frill more afionifhed, when it 
was difcovered that the noife came from the King's houfe, Feb. ro. 

which was blown up by gun-po der; that his dead body 
was founa at fome diftance in a neighbouring field; and 

that no marks either of fite, contuiion, or violence ap-

peared upon it b. 

No doubt could be entertained but Henry was mur~ 
dered ; and general conjeCture foon pointed towards the 
earl of Bothwel as the author of that crime c. But as his 

favour with Mary was open and viiible, and his povver 

great, no one ventured to declare openly his fentiments; 
and all men remained in filence and mute afioni!hment. 
Voices, however, were heard in the fheets, during the 
darknefs of the night, proclaiming Bothwcl, and even 

Mary herfelf, to be murderers of the king; placards were 

fecretly affixed on the walls to the fame purpofe ; offers 
were made, upon giving proper fecurities, his guilt ihould 
be openly proved : But after one proclamation from the 

court, offering a reward and indemnity to any one that 
would difcover the author of that villainy, greater vigi• 
lance was employed in fearching out the fpreaders of the 
libels and reports againfi Bothwel and the queen, thap in 
tracing the contrivers of the king's affaffination, or detect

ing the regicides d. 

b It was imagined, that Henry had been firangTed before the houfe wa:;~ 
blown up : But this fuppofitiop is contraJitled by the confe1iion of the cri

minals; and there is no neceility to admit it in order to account for the 

condition of his body. There are many inftances that men's lives have been 

faved who had been blown up in lhips. Had Henry f<1llen on water he had 

not probably been killed. 

c Mclvil, p. 78. Cabbala, P• l]6• d Andetfon's Colletlions, 

-vql, ii. P• 38, vol. iv. p. J67, 16S, Spotfwoou, p. 2.00, Kcith, p. 374· 
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cx~x1~:· 'rHE earl of Lenox, who lived at a di£bnce from court, 
~in poverty and contempt, was rouzed by the report of his 

1567. fon's murder, and wrote to the qveen, imploring fpeedy 

j ufl:ice againft the affaffin:> ; among whom he named the 
earl of Bothwel, Sir James Balfour, and Gilbert Balfour 
his brother; David Chalmers, and four others of the 

queen's houfehold; all of them perfcns who had been 
mentioned in the placards affixed to the walls at Edinburgh e. 

Mary took his demand of fpeedy juftice in a very literal 
fenfe; and allowing only fifteen days for the examination 
of this important affair, lhe fent a citation to Lenox, re

quiring him to appear in court, and prove his charge 
againfi Both well f. This nobleman, meanwhile, and all 

the other perfons, accufed by Lcnox, enjoyed their full 
liberty g; Bothwel himfelf was continually furrounded 
with armed men h ; took his place in council i; lived dur
jng fomc time in the houfe with Mary k; and fcemed to 

po!fefs all his wonted confidence and familiarity with her. 

Even the cafl:le of Edinburgh, a place of great confequcnce 
in this critical time, was enrrufied to him, and under 

him, to his creature, Sir James Balfour, whb had him
felf been publickly charged as an accomplice in the king's 
murder I. Lenox, who had come as far as Stirling, with 

a view of appearing at the trial, was informed of all thefe 
circumfl:ances; and reflecting on the fmall train which 
attended him, he began to entertain very juft apprchen

fions from the power, infolence, and temerity of his lne

my. He wrote to Mary, defiring that the day of triaj 
might be prorogued; and conjured her, by all the regard 

which lhe bore to her own honour, to employ more leifure 
and deliberation in determining a q uefl:ion of fuch extreme 

c Keith, p. 37z. Anderfon, vol. ii . p. 3· f Keith, p. 373• 

g lbid. P· 374, 315· h Ibid. p. 405. i Anderfon, 

yol. i. p. 38, 40, 5o, sz.. k lbid, vol. ii. p. 2.74 • 
... Spotfwood, p. 7.01. 

moment. 
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1omcnt m. No regard was paid to his application: The C HA P. 

jury was enclofed, of which the earl of Caithnefs was~ 
chancellor; and though Lenox, forefeeing this precipita- 1567. 

tion, had ordered Cuningham, one of his retinue, to ap ... 
pear in court, and protefr in his name, againfr the acquittal 
of the criminal, the jury proceeded to a verdiet "· The 
verdicr was fuch as it behoved them to give, where neither 
accufer nor witnefs appeared; and Bothwel was abfolvcd TZth April~ 

from the king's murder. The jury, however, apprehen-
five tl;at their vcrditt would give great fcandal, and per-
haps expofe them afterwards to fome danger, entered a 
protei}, in which they reprefented the neccflity of their 
proceedings 0

, It is remarkable, that the indiB:ment wa'i 
laid agaim1: Bothwcl for committing the crime on the ninth 
of February, not the tenth, the real day on which Henry 
was affaffinated P. The interpretation generally put upon 
this error, too grofs, it was thought, to ha\ e proceeded 
from mifrake, was, that the fecret council, by whom 
l'v1ary was governed, not trufring entirely to precipitatiot , 
violence, and authority, h2d provided this plea, by which. 
they enfured, at all adventure, a plaufible pretence for 
acquitting Bothwcl. 

l"'wo days after this extraordinary tranfaB:ion, a par
liament was held ; and though the vcrdiB: in fa\·our of 
Bothwel was attended with fuch circum11ances as firongly 
confirmed, rather than dimini{hed, the general opinion 
of his guilt, he was the perfon chofen to carry the royal 
fceptre on the fidl: meeting of that national a!fembly '?. 

In this parliament, a rigorous act was made againit tbote 
who fet up defamatory placards; but no notice was taken 

m Keith, P• 375· Anderfon, vol. i. p. 52. .n Kcith, p. 376. 
Anderfon, vol. ii p. IoS. Spotfwcod, p. zot. o Spotfwood, 

p zor. Anderfon, vol. i. p. 1r3. P Keith, -p. 375· Anderk>n, 
~ol. ii, p. 93• Spotfwood, p. 2.01, q Keith, p. 78. Cra\\fvrd, 
P· 14. 
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C H A P, of the king's murder r. The favour, which Mary openly 
XXXIX. . 
:v·v·,~· bore to Bothwel, kept every one m awe ; and the effeCts 

J567. of this terror appeared more plainly in another tranfaC1:ion1 

which enfued immediately upon the diffolution of the 

parliament. A bond or affociation was framed ; in which 
the fubfcribers, after relating the acquittal of Bothwel by 
a legal trial, and mentioning a farther offer, which he 
l1ad made, to prove his innocence by fingle combat, 
oblige themfelves, in cafe any per[on fhould afterwards 
impute to him the king's murder, to defend him with 

their whole power againfr fuch calumniators. After this 
promife, which implied no great a!Iurance in Bothwel 

of his own innocence, the fubfcribers mentioned the ne
ceffity of their queen's marriage, in order to fupport the 
government ; and they recommended Bothwel to her as 

24th April. a hufband s, This paper was fubfcribed by all the con

fiderable nobility there prefent. In a country, divided 
by violent factions, fuch a concurrence in favour of one 
nobleman, no-wife difiinguilhed above the refr, except 
by his flagitious conduct, could never have been obtain

ed, had not every one been certain, at leafl: firmly per
fuaded, that :rv1ary was fully determined on this meafure t, 
Nor would fuch a motive have fufficed to influence men, 
commonly fo frubborn and intractable, had they not been 
taken by furprize, been ignorant of each other's fenti
ments, and over-awed by the prefent power of the court, 
and by the apprehenfions of farther violence, from per
fons fo little governed by any rules of honour and huma
nity. Even with all thefe circumfiances, the fubfcription 
to this paper may jufily be regarded as a reproach to the 
nation. 

r Keith, p. 3So, The queen, in order to gain the people, agteed to an 

aCt of parliament, whkh eftablifhed the proteflant religion; a ccncd1ion 

which the could never before be brought to make. 
1 Keith, P· 3~h. . t See no:c (I] at the end of the volume. 
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THE fubfequent meafurcs of Bothwel were equally pre- c H A P. 
XXXIX. 

cipitate and audacious. Mary having gone to Stirling to~ 
pay a vifit to her fon, he affembled a body of eight hun- 1 567. 

dred horfe, on pretence of purfuing fome ' robbers on the 
borders; and having way-laid her on her return, he 
feized her perfon near Edinburgh, and carried her to 
Dun bar, with an avowed defign of forcing her to yield to 24th April. 

his purpofe. Sir J ames Mclvil, one of her retinue, was 
carried along with her, and fays not, that he faw any 
figns of reluctance or confiraint: He was even informed, 
as he tells us, by Bothwel's officers, that the whole 
tranfaction was managed 'in concert with her u. A wo-
man, indeed, of that fpirit and refolution, which is ac
knowledged to belong to Mary, does not ufually, on 
thefe occafions, give fuch marks of oppofition to real vio-
lence, as can appear anywife doubtful or ambiguous. 
Some of the nobility, however, in order to put matters 
to farther trial, fent her a private mdlage; in which 
they told her, that, if, in reality, ihe lay under force, 
they would ufe all their efforts to relieve her. Her an-
fwer was, that ihe had indeed been carried to Dunbar by 
violence, but ever fince her arrival had been fo well 
treated, that £he willingly remained with Bothwel w •. 

No one gave himfelf thenceforth any folicitude to relieve 
her from a captivity, which was believed to proceed en-
tirely from her own approbation and connivance. 

THIS unufual conduct was at firfr afcribed to M ary's 
fcnfe of the infamy attending her purpofed marriage ; and 
her defire of finding fome colour to glofs over the irregu
larity of her conduct. But a pardon,. given to Bothwel 
a few days after, made the public carry their conjectures 
fomewhat farther. In this deed, Bothwel received a par
Jon for the violence committed on the queen's perfon; 
.md for all other crimes: A claufe, by which tht.: murder 

·• M~lvil, p. So. w Spotfwood, P• zoz. 
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C H A P. of the king was indirectly forgiven. The rape was then 
XXXIX. 

'--v--.J conjectured to have been only a contrivance, in order to 
1 567· afford a pretence for indirectly remitting a crime, of 

which it would have appeared fcandalous to. make openly 
any mention x. 

THESE events paiTed with fuch rapidity, that men had 
no Ieifure to admire fufficiently one incident, when they 
were furprized with a new one; equally rare and uncom

mon. There frill, however, remained one difficulty, 
which, it was not eafy to forefee, h0w the queen and 
Bothwel, determined as they were to execute their iliame
ful purpofe, could find expedients to overcome. The 
man, who had procured the fubfcription of the nobility,. 
recommending him as a hufband to the queen, and who 
had aB:ed this feemin6 vio~ence on her p~rfon, in order 
to force her confcnt, had been n1arri ed two years before 
to another woman ; to a woman of merit, of a noble fa
mily, fi~er to the earl of Huntley. But pcrfons blinded 
by paffion, and infatuated with crim~s, foon :lhake off afl 
appearance of decency. A fuit was commenced for a di
vorce bet\vecn Bothwcl and his wife; and this fuit was 
opened at the fame infrant in two different, or rather op
pofite courts; in the court of the archbifhop of St. An 4 

drews, whic-h -vvas popifh, a11d governed itfelf by the 
canon law ; and in the new confiftorial or commiffariot 
court, which was protefrant, and was regulated by the 
princ· pies of the reformed teachers. The plea, advanced 
in each court, was fo calculated as to fuit the principle 
which there prevailed: In the archbifhop's court, th~ 
pretence of confanguinity was employed, becaufe Both
wcl was related to his vvife in the fourth degree; in the 
co:.nmi!Tariot court~ the accufation of adultery was made 
:ufe of againfr him. 'rhe parties too, who applied. for the 
.di1.·orce, were different in the different courts : Bothwel 

" Anderfon, vol. iv. put ii, p. 61. 
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~...vas the perfon who fued in the former; his wife in the c R A P. 
1 A d h [i . . b ' d 1 d d XXX IX. !latter. n t c u1t m otn courts was opcne , pea e , ~ 
examined, and decided with the utmoft' prc~ipitaticn; 1567. 

and a fcntence of divorce \Vas pronounced in four days r. 
rrHE di"I.'Orce being thus obtained,· it "\.VaS thought pro

per, that MJ.ry fhould be co.:1duB:ed to Edinburgh, · u.r..d 
ihould there appear before the courts· of j 1 dicature, and 
1hould acknowledge herfdf refl:orcd to entire freedom. 
1"'his was underfl:ood to be contrived in a view of obvi .. 
ating all doubts with regard to the validity of her mar
i"iage. Order~ were then given to publifh in the church 
the banns between the. queen and the duke of Orkney; 
for that was the title which he now bore; and Craig, a 
rninifrer of Edinburgh, wu.s applied to for that purpofe. 
This clergyman, not c?ntent with having, for forr:e 
time, refufed compliance, pubiicly in his fcrmons Um

clcmned the marriage ; and exhorted all who had accefs 
to the queen, to give her their advice againfc fo fcanda-
1ous an alliance.. Being called before the council, to 
anfwer for this liberty, he fhowed a cour~tge, which 
might cover all the noblcs v1ith fhame, on account· of 
their tamenefs and fcrvility. Ee f..:.id, that, by the rules 
of the church, the earl of Bothwcl, being convicted of 
adultery, could not be permitted to marry; that the di
vorce between him and his former wife was plainly pro
cured by collufion, ~s appeared ' by the precipitation cf 
that fentence, and the fuddcn conclufion of his marriage 
with the queen; and that all the fufpicions which pre
vailed, with regard to the king's murder, ancl the queen's 
concurrence in the former rape, would thence receive 
undoubted confirmation. He therefore cxhor~cd Bc:-h
wcl, who was prefent, no longer to perfcverc in his prc
fcnt criminal entcrprizes; and turning hjs diicourfe to 
the oth~r counfellors, he charged them to employ all tl:eir 

Y Anderf:n, vol. ii. p. 28o. 
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c H A P. influence with the queen; in order to divert her from• a· 

~ meafure, which would load her with eternal infamy and 

J567.. difuonour. Not fatisfied even with this admonition, he 

took the firfr opportunity of informing the public, from 

the pulpit, of the whole tranfaetion, and expreffcd to 

them his fears, that, notwithfranding all remonfrrances, 

their fovereign was frill obfrinately bent on her f:1tal pur

pofc. " For himfelf," he faid, " he had already dif

" charged his confcience, and yet again would take 

" heaven and earth to witnefs, that he abhorred and de

" tefied that marri01ge, as fcandalous and hateful in the 

" fight of mankind : But fince the Great, as he pcrceiv

'' ed, either by their flattery or filence, gave countenance 

" to the mcafurc, he bcfought the Faithful to pray fer

" vently to the Almighty, that a refolution, taken con

" trary to all law, reafon, and good confcience, might, 

" by the divine bleffi.ng, be turned to the comfort and 

" benefit of the church :1nd kingdom." 1'hefc fpeechcs 

offended the court extreme! y ; and Craig was anew fum

moned before the council, to anfwer for his temerity, in 

thus paffing the bounds of his commiffion. But he told 

them, that the bounds of his commiffion were the word 

of God, good laws, and natural reafon ; and were the 

qucen's marriage tried by any of thefe fi:andards, it would 

appear infamous and diihonourable, and would be fo 

e:fl:ecmcJ. by the whole world. The council were fo ovcr

avved by this heroic behaviour in a private clergyman, 

that they difmificd him v,rithout farther ccn(i.&re or. puni{h

ment z. 

BuT though this tranfatl:ion might have rccalred Doth

wcl and the queen of Scots from their infatuation, ancl 

might have infiruC'ted them in the difpo:!itions of the peo

ple, as well as in their own inability to oppofc them; 

they were frill rcfolute to rufh forward, to their own m~-

7. 'Spotf\\·ood, p. 203, AnJerfon, \'Ol. ii. p, !So. 
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: ifefi defi:ruB:ion. The marriage was folemnized by the C H A P. · 

XXXIX biihop of Orkney, a protefi:ant, who was afterwards de-~ 
1:>ofed by the church for this fcandalous compliance. Few 1 567. • 

1 5th May. of the nobility appeared at the ceremony : They had, 
mofi: of them, either from fhame or fear, retired to their 
own houfes. The French ambaffador, Le Croc, an 
aged gentleman of honour and charaCter, could not be 
prevailed on, though a dependant of the houfe of Guife~ Queen of_ 

h . b h' r. E . Scots m a::-to countenance t e marriage y IS pre1ence a. hzabeth ries Both· 
remonfi:rated, by friendly letters and meffag~s, againft wel. 
the marriage b: The court of France made like oppofi:. 
t:ion; but Mary, though on all other occafions lhe was 

, extremely obfequious to the advice of her relations in that 
country, was here determined to pay no regard to their 
opmwn. 

THE news ofthefe trarifaCl:ioris, being carried to foreign 
'countries, filled Europe with amazement, and threw in
famy, not only on the principal aCl:ors in them, but alfo on the whole nation, who feemed, by their fubmiffion anti 
fi!ence, and even by their declared approbation, to give 
their fanB:ioft" thefe fcandalous praB:ices c. The Scots, 
who refided abroad, met with fuch reproaches, that they 
durfi: no where appear in public; and they earnefily ex
horted their countrymen at home, to free them from the 
public odium, by bring to condign puniihment the authors 
of fuch atrocious crimes. 'I'his intelligence, with a 
little more leifure for refleCl:ion, roufed men at la!l: from 
their lethargy; and the rumours, which, from the very 
beginning c~, had been fpread againfr Mary, as if fhe had 
concurred in the king's murder, feemed now, by the 
fubfequent tranfaetions, to have received a frrong confir
mation and authority. It ~as every where faid, th~t even 

a Spo tfwo0d, p. 203. 
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c H A P. though no· particular and direct proofs had as yet been 

XXXIX. d f . "1 h , 1 f h 1 
~produce o the queen·s gu1 t, t e wno e tenor o er ate 

1567. conduct was fufficient, not only to beget fufpicion, but 

to produce entire conviCtion againfr her: That her fud

den refolution of being reconciled to her hulband, whom 

before ihe had long and jufl.:ly hated; her bringing him to 

court, from which fn~ had baniilled him by ·negleCts and ri

gours; her fitting up feparate apartments for him; were all 

of them circumfiances, \7hich, though trivial in themfelves, 

yet, being compared with the fubfequent events, bore a 

very unfavour<!ble afpect for her : That the leafr which, 

after the king's murder, might have been expected in her 

fituation, was a more than ufual c:mtion in her mcafures, 

and an extreme anxiety to puniih the real affaffins, in 

order to free hcrfclf from all reproz .. ch and fufpicion: 

Th:1t no woman, who had any regard to her character; 

would allow a man, publicly accufcd of her hufband's 

murder, fo much as to a1 prc:>..ch her prefence, far lefs give 

him a ihz.rc in her counfels, and endow him with favour 

and authority: That ;m acqui tal, merely in the abfence 

of accufers, was very i1l-fi~tcd to {J.tisfy the public; efpe

cially if that abf2ncc procecued from a defigned precipita

tion of the fcntencc, ~nd from the terror, which her 

known friendfhip for the criminal hacl infufed into every 

one: That the very mention of her marri?.ge to fuch a 

perfon, in fuch circumHances, was horrible; and the 

contrivances of extorting :1. content from the nobility, and 

of concerting a rape, were grofs artinccs, more proper to 

<lifcover her guilt than prove h~r innocence: That where 

a woman thus ihews a confcioufi1cfs of merited reproach, 

and, infi:ead of correcting, provides o1Jy thin gloffes to 

cover, her exceptionable conduCt, fhc betrays a negletl: 

of fame, which muff: either be the efFeCt or the caufe of 

the moft fhameful enormities : That to efpoufe a man, who 

h .. d, a few. days before, been fo fcandaloufly divorced from 

2 h~ 
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his w·ife ; who, to fay the leafi-, . w:1s believed to have, a C H A P. 

few months before, affaffinated her hufband, was fo contrary XXXIX. 
~/..........., 

to the plainefi rules of behaviour, that no pretence of in- 1567. · 

difcretion or imprude~ce could account for fuch a conduCt:: 
That a woman, who; fo foon aft~r her hufband's death~ 
though not atttnded with any extraordinary circumfian
ccs, contracts a marriage, which might, in itfelf, be the 

mofr blamdefs, cannot efcape fevcre ccnfure ; but one 
who overloob, for her pleafure, fo many oth!lr weighty 
confiderations, was equally capable, in gratifying her 
app~tites, to neglect every regard to honour and to hu
m~ni~y: That ~1:1ry was not ignorant of the prevailing 
opinion of the public, with regard to her own guilt, and 
of the inferences which would every where be drawn 
from her conduct; and therefore, if !he frill continued m 
purfue mea[ures which gave fuch jufi offence, fhe rati
fied, by her actions, as much as !he could by the moft 
formal confcffion, all the furmizes and imputations of 
her enemies : That a prince was here murdered in the 
face of the world; Bothwel alone was fufpeB:ed and ac
cufed; if he vvas innocent, nothing could ah.folve him, 
either in Mary's eyes or thofe of the public, but the de
teCtion and conviCtion of the real affailin; yet no enquiry 
was t!'l<:.de to that purpofe, though a parliament had been 
afibnbled; the fo\'ereign and wife was here plainly fi!ent 
from guilt, the people fro:n terror: That the only <::ir
cumftance, which oppofcd all thefe ptefumptions or ra
ther pro:)fs, \Vas, th-.: benignity and goodnefs of her 
preceding behaviour, whicb fecmcd to remove her from 
all fufpicions of fuch atrocious inhum2nity; but that the 
char::tB:crs of rr.en were extremely variable, and perf:)ns,.. 
guilty of the wodJ: aCtions, were not always naturally of 
the worfi and moft criminal difpofitio11s : That a woman,, 
who, in a critical and dangerous moment, had facrificcd 
her honour to a man of abandoned princjplcs, might 

I 3 thcnccfortlt 
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C H A P ·thenceforth be led blindfold by him to the commiffion 
XXXIX. f h 11. • d · ]". 

'---v--..1 o t e mon: enormous cnmes, an was m rea tty no 
1567. longer at her own difpofal : Anc that, though one fup

pofition was frill left to alleviate 1er blame, namely, that 

Bothwel, prefuming on her affection towards him, had 
of himfelf committed the crime, and had never commu
nicated it to her, yet fuch a [t;dden and paffionate love 

to a man, whom {he had long known, could not eafily 
be accounted for, without fuppo.ing fome degree of pre

<;eding guilt; and as it appeared: that lhe was not after
wards refl:rained, either by lharre or prudence, from in
curring the highe£1: reproach a1d danger, it wa~ not 

likely, that a fenfe of duty or humanity would have a. 
more powerful influence over heJ. 

THESE were the fentiments which prevailed through
out Scotland ; and as the protclhnt teachers, who had 
great authority, had long bone a great animofity to 

Mary, the opinion of her guilt ·~as, by that means, the 

more widely diffufed, and made the deeper impreffion 

on the people. Some attempts, made by Bothwel, and, 

as it is pretended, with her c01fent, to get the young 

prince into his power, excited de mofl: feriauco attention; 

and the principal nobility, even many of thofe who had 
formerly been confirained to fignthe application in favour 
of Bothwel's marriage, met at )tirling, and formed an 
affociation for protetl:ing the prince, and puniihing the 
king's murderers e. The earl of Athole himfelf, a known 

catholic, was the firfl: author of this confederacy : The 
earls of Argylc, Morton, Mar:e, Glencarne, the lords 

Boyd, Lindefey, Hume, Semple, Kirkaldy of Grange, 
Tulibardine, and fecretary Lidir1gton, entered zealoufly 

into it. The earl of Mm-ray, forefceing fuch turbulent 
~irnes, and being defirous to keeJ free of thcfc danrrerous 

• 0 
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.fitCl:ions, had, fome time before, defired and obtained C H A P. 
XXXIX, 

lv1ary's permiffion to retire into France. .......,.~"~ 

LoRD Hume was firft in arms; and leadinbo- a body 
1 

r_I5 117· 
n urrec-

of eight hundred horfe, fuddenly environed the queen of tions in 

Scots and Bothwel, in the caftle of llorthwic. They Scotland. 

found mc~ns of making their efcape to Dunbar; while 
the coDfederate lords were aifcmbling their troops at 
Edinburgh, and taking meafures to effeCtuate their pur-

pofe. Had Bothwel been fo prudent as to keep within 

the fortrefs of Dunbar, his enemies muff: have difperfcd 

for want of pay and fubfifi:ance; but hearing that the 
aifociatcd lo~-ds were fallen into di:fhcfs, he W<Js fo r.afh 1 sth June, 

as to take the field, and advance tow:1rds them. The 
armies met at Carbcrry Hill, about fix miles from Edin-
burgh ; and l\1ary foon became fenfible, that her own 
troops difapproved of her caufc, and were averfc to fpill 
their blood in the quarrel r. After fome bravadoes of 
Bothwel, where he difcovered very little courage, £he faw 
no rcfource but that of holding a conference with Kirk-
aldy of Grange, and of putting herfelf, upon fome ge-
neral promifes, into the hands of the confederates. She 
was comluct.2d to Edinburgh, amid{t the infults of the 
populace; who reproached h::r with her crimes, .:tnd 
even hdd b~fore her eyes, which wny foevcr the tun1ed, 
a b:mncr, on which :were painted -the murder of her 
hufband, and the diilrcfs of h::r infant fon g. Mary, 
overwhelmed with her ca~am.itie~, had recourfe to tears 
and hmeotations. Meanwhile, Bothwcl, during h('r 
co!}fcrence with .Grange, fled unattended to Dunbar ; 

and fitting out a few fmall fhips, fct fail for the Orkneys, 
w:1:::rc he fubfiilcd during fome time by piracy. He was 
purlucd thither by Grange, and his !hip v:as taken, with 
f~vcral of his fcrvants, who afterwards difcovercd all the 
circumflances of the king's murder, and were punifned 

I 4 
g Mdvil, P'· 83, 24. 
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c H A P. for the crime''. Bothwel himfelf efcaped in a boat, anc... 
XXXIX. . 
~.found means to get a paflage to Denmark, where he was. 

1 567· thrown into prifon, loft his fenfcs, and died miferably 

about ten years after : An end worthy of his flagitious 

conduct 2-nd behaviour. 

lmprifon- THE queen of Scot~, n~)'W in the hands of an enraged 
tr.e~t of fa .. B:ion, met v.rith fuch treatment as a fovereign rriay na-
M.ny. 

turally exp~a from fubjeB:s, who have their f~turc fccu-

rity to provide for, as well as their prefent ani:nofity to 

gratify. It is pretcn.dcd, that ihe behaved with a fpirit 

very little fuitable to her condition, avowed her invic1a~1c 
atta~l-m1cnt toB?thwel i, and even v-:rotchim a letter, v;hic, 

the lords in:(.rccptcd, where !he declared, that fhe wou1d 

endure any extremity, nay, rengn her dignity and crown 

itfelf, rather than relinquilh his affctl:ions. 1 ~. The mal

cont~nts, finding the danger to v;hich they were expofcd, 

in cafe 1vhry f..~ould fin~1 y prevail, thought themfelves 

cbligcd to pro ced v,;ith rigour a~:1infl: her; and thc)r. 

~ent her next day under a guard to the caftle of Lochle

vin, :fituCJt:d in a lake of thcit name. 'rhc mifircfs of the 

hm:fc w:~s mother to the earl of Murray; and as :fhe 
pretended to have been lawfully married to the late. 

king of Scot.:;, £--:~ n:1~ura1ly bore <1n animofity to Mary, 

and trcat:d L. .. 1· with ·the utmofi: harihncfs and fcvcrity. 

:ELizABETIJ, vvho was fully informed of all thofc 

evcn~s, fecmcd touched \vith compaffion towards the un

fortur~rtc queen; ar.d all hpr fears and jcaloufics being 

n8·:1 hi cl aflccp, by the confidcra ion of that ruin and in

far.ly, in w. ich l\1ary's conclu[t. had involved her, fhe 

began to reflect on ·he inB-.:tbility of human affairs, the 

precarious fra~c of royal grandeur, the danger of ~ncou-. 

h A:dc.rfcn, vol. ii. p. 165, 166, &c. i Keith, p. 419. 
k Me! vi I, p. 84. The r~al1• y of this letter apFears fomewh.lt difputable; 

chiefly b!:cau:'c Murray and his ?fi\Jciates never mcnwmed it in their accufa

tion of her b::fore queen E iizabelh 's co:nmi.ffioners. 

ragmg 
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·aging rebel ious fubjetl:s ; and fhe refolved to employ c H A P,.. 

h h . I: ll . . l 1 . . f } XXXIX. er aut onty 10r a ev1atmg t 1e ea am1t1es o 1er unhap-~ 
py kinfwoman. She fent Sjr Nicholas Throgmorton 1567 .. 

ambaffador to Scotland, i~ order to rcmonHrate both 
with Mary and the affociat;::d lords ; and fuc gave him 
infrruB:ions, which, though mixed with fome lofry pre
tcnfiol1s, were full of tlut good fcnfe which was fo na-
tural to her, and of that genero:fi.ty which the prefent in
terdl:ing conj unCl:urc had c::tllcd forth. She empowered 
him to dcclt.re in her name to ~v'Iary, that the late con-
duB: of th::!t prin::cfs, fo enormous, and in every refpecl; 
fo unjufrifiable, had given her the highefr offence; and 

though D1e felt the movements of pity towards her, fhe 
had once determined never to interpofe in her afrairs, 
~it4er by advice or affifrance, but to abandon h~r entirely~. 
as a p:::rfon whofe condition . was totally defpcratc, and 
honour irretrievable : That £he was well affured, that 
other foreign princes, 1\thry's near relations, had embraced 
the fame refolution ; but, for her part, the late events 
had touch eel her heart with more tender fyrnpathy, and 
had made her adopt meafures more favourable to the li-
berty and interefrs of the unhappy queen: That fhe was 
determined not to fee h r opprdfcd by her r .... bellious fub-
jeC!:s, but would employ all her good offices, and even 
her power, to redeem her from c::.ptivity, and place her 
in fuch a condition as would at once be compatible with 
her dignity, and the fafety of her fubjeB:s: That fuc 
conjur d her to lay afidc all thoughts of r.::vengc, except 
again£: the 1;1 rderers of her hufba.ad ; ar.d "s fhe herfdf 
was his .1ear relation, {he w:1.s better entitkd than the 
fubjeC!:s of Mary to ir:.ter. of(! h ·r aut:1ority on that 
he<!d, and fue therefore befought that princefs, if 1he had 
any regard to er own honour and fafcty, net to oppofe 
fo j uit and rca£:0 uble n d~m:.md : T .1at after thofe two 

points were provided for, her own liberty, and the pu-
n !ihment; 
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c H A P.nifh:nent of her hufband's a!faffins, the fafety of her 

~~infant fon was next to be confidered; and there feemed 

xs67. no expedient more proper for that purpofe, than fending 
him to be educated in England : And that, befides the 

fecurity, which would attend his removal from a fcene 
of facrion and convulfions, there were many other bene

ficial confcquences, which it was eafy tG forefee as the 

refult of his education in that country 1• 

THE remonftrances, which Throgmorton was in

:frruB:ed to make to the affociated lords, were entir~ly 
conformable to thefe fentiments, which Elizabeth enter

tained in Maris favour. She empowered him to tell 

them, that, whatever blame :fhe might throw on Mary's 

conduB:, any oppofition to their fovereign was totally 

unjuftifiable, and incompatible with all order and good 

government : That it belonged not to them to reform, 

much lcfs to punifh, the mal-adminiftration of their 

prince; and the only arms, which fubjeB:s could in any 

cafe b~fuHy employ againfl: the fupreme authority, were 

entreaties, counfels, and reprefcntations: That if thefe ex

pedients failed, they were next to appeal by their prayers 
to Heaven; and to wait with patience till the Almighty, 
in whofe hands are the hearts of princes, :thould be 

pleafed to turn them to jufrice and to mercy. That lhe 
inculcated not this doctrine, becaufe lhe herfelf was in
terefted in its obfervance; but bccaufe it was univerfally 

recei\'ed in all well governed fiates, and was effential to 
the prcfervation of civil focicty: 'rhat £he required them 

to reftore their queen to liberty; and promifed, in that 
car~, to concur with them in all proper expedients for 

regulating the government, for punifhing the king's mur
derers, and for guarding the life and liberty of the infant 

prince : And that if the fervices, which ilie had lately 

conferred on the Scottifh nation, in protecting them front 

1 Keith, p. 4n, 41z, &c, 

4 foreign 
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foreign ufurpation, were duly conG.d~red by them, they c H A P. 

Id r. fid . h d ffi. d ld XXXIX, wou repo1e con ence m er goo o ces, an wou ~ 
efieem themfelves blame-worthy, in having hitherto made 1567. 

no application to her m. • 

ELIZABETH, befi.des thefe remonfirances, fent, by 
Throgmorton, fome articles of accommodation, which 
pe was to propofe to both parties, as expedients for the 
fettlement of public affairs ; and though thcfe articles 
contained fome important refiraints on the fovereign 
power, they were in the main calculated for Mary's ad
vantage, and were fufficiently indulgent to her n. The 
affociated lords, who determined to proceed with greater 
ieverity, were apprehenG.vc of Elizabeth's partiality; and 
being fenfible, that Mary would take courage from the 
protection of that powerful princcfs o, they thought pro
per, after feveral affetl:cd delays, to refufe the Engliih 
ambaffador all accefs to her. There were four different 
fchemes propofed in Scotland, for the treatment of the 
captive queen: One, that !he :lhould be refl:ored to her 
authority under very firict limitations : The fecond, 
that :!he ihould be obliged to refign her crown to the 
prince, be bani:!hed the kingdom, and be confined either 
to France or England ; with afiurances from the fove
reign, in whofe dominions :!he :!hould rcfide, that fhe 
:!hould make no attempts to the difiurbance of the cfia
bliihed government: The third, that ihe ihould be pub
licly tried for her crimes, of which her enemies pre
tended to have undoubted proof, and be fentenced to 
perpetual imprifonment: The fourth was frill 'more fe
vere, and required, that, after her trial and condemna
tion, capital puniihmcnt ihould be infli8:ed upon her P. 

Throgmorton fupportcd the mildcfi propvfal; but though 
he promifcd his mifirefs's ·guarantee for the performance 

m Keith, P· ·P4, 4 • 5, 42.9• 
P lbid. p •. ,:z.o. 

• Ibid • .P· 427. 

o( 
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e H A P. of articles, threatened the rul-ing party with immediat 
XXXIX. 
~vengeance in cafe of refufal q' and warned them not to 

H 67· draw on themfelves, by their violence, the public re

proach, which now lay upon the queen; he found, that, 

excepting fecretary Lidington, he had not the good for

tunc to convince any of the le2.ders. All counfels feemed 

to tend towards the more fevere expedients ; and the 

preachers, in particular, drawing their examples from 

the rigorous maxims of the Old Tefiament, which can 

only be warranted by particular revelations, inflamed 

the minds of the people J.gainfr their unhappy fove

reign 7
• 

THERE were feveral pretenders to the regency of the 

young prince, after the intended depofition of Mary. 

The earl of Lenox claimed that authority as grandfather 

to the prince: The duke of Chatelrault, who was ab

fent in France, had pretenfions as next heir to the crOl\·n: 

But the greatefr number of the affociated lords incline 

to the earl of Murray, in whofc capacity they had the 

grcateft trufr, and who poffeff\:!d the entire confidence of 

the preachers and more zealous r.:formers. All meafures 

being therefore concerted, three in1huments were fcnt to 

Mary, by the hands of lord Lindefey and Sir Robert 

Melvil; by one of which ihe was to refign the cro\vn in 

favour of her fon, by another to appoint lVlurray regent,. 

by the third to name a council, which fhould admini

fier the government till his arrival in Scotbnd. The 

queen of Scots, feeing no profpect of relief; lying jufily 

under apprchenfions for her life, and believing, that no 

d~ed, which ihe executed during her captivity, could be 

V:Ilid, was prevailed on, after a plentiful effufion of 

tears, to fign thefe three infl:ruments ; and ihe took not 

the trouble of infpecting any one of them s. In confe-

q Keith, P• 4~8. 
Spo:fwood, p. ::u. 

r Ibid. P· 41-2, 41.6. 

Anderfon, vol. iii. p. 19. 
s Melvil, p. 85. 

quence 
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uencc of this forc~d refignation, the young prince was c H A P. 

_proclaimed king, under the name of J ames VI. He XXXIX. 

was foon ~fter crowned at Stirling, and the earl of Mor- r s67. 

ton took in his name the coronation-oath ; in which a 2 9th July. 

promife to extirpate herefy was not forgotten. Some re-

publican pretenfions, in favour of the people's power, 

were countenanced in this ceremony t ; and a coin was 

foon after fl:ruck, on which the famous faying of Tra-

jan was infcribed, Pro mt; ji merear, in me: For me; 

if I dcferve it, againfr me ll, Throgmorton had orders 

fro=n his mifrrefs not to affifr at the coronation of the 

king of Scots w. 

'THE council of regency had not long occafion to ex

ercife their a~thority. The earl of lVIurray arrived from 

Fre:.nce, and took poffeffion of his high office. He paid 

a vifit to the captive queen; and fpokc to her in a man

ner which better fuited her pafl: cqnducr than her prefent 

condition. This hadh treatment quite extinguifhed in her 

brcafr any remains of affeetion towards him x. 11urray 

proceeded aftenvards to break, in a more public manner, 

all terms of decency with her. He fummoned a parlia- rsth Dec. 

ment; and that a:lfembly, after votiog, that fhe was un

doubtedly an accomplic~ in her huib~nd';; murder, con

demned her to imprifonment, ratified her d~miffion of 

the crov.rn, and acknowledged her fon for king, and 

Murray for regent Y. The regent, a man of vigour and 

'abiliti~s, employed himfelf fuccefsfully ' in reducing the 

kingdom. He bribed Sir James Balfour to furrender the 

came of Edinburgh: He confrrained the garrifon of 

Dunbar to open their gates: And he dcmolifhed that 

fortrefs. 

BuT though every thing thus bore a favourable afpc8:: 

to the new government, and all men feemcd to acquiefce 

t !{e\th, p. 439, 44.o. u Ihid. p. 440. Append. p. ~5o. w Ibid. 

p. 430. x Mclvil, p. 87, Keith1 p. 445· Y Anderfon, 

vol. ii, p. 7.?6, & fe~. 
lil 
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c H A P.in Murray's authority; a violent revolution, however ne ... 
XXXIX. ffi b ir o.. d · h d·r. ~ ce ary, can never e eneue w1t out great 11Contents; 

1567· and it was not likely, that, in a country, where the 
government, in its mofl: fettled frate, pc>ffeifed a very 
disjointed authority, a new efl:abli:lhment fhould meet 
with no interruption or difl:urbance, Few confiderable 
men of the nation feemed willing to fupport Mary, fo 
long as Bothwcl was prefent ; but the removal of that 
obnoxious nobleman had altered the fentimcnts of many. 
The duke of Chatelrault, being difappointed of the re
gency, bore no good will to Murray; and the fame fen
timents were embraced by all his numerous retainers : 
Several of the nobility, finding that others had taken the 
lead among the affociators, formed a faetion apart, and 
oppofed the prevailing power : And befides their being 
moved by fome remains of duty and affecrion towards 
Mary, the malcontent lords, obferving every thing car ... , 
ried to extremity againfi: her, were naturally led to em
brace her caufe, and ihelter themfelves under her autho
rity. All who retained any propenfity to the catholic 
religion, were inclined to join this party; and even the 
people in general, though they had formerly, either de
tefl:ed Mary's crimes, or blamed her imprudence, were 
now influenced by her misfortunes to compaffionate her 
prefent fituation, and lamented, that a perfon, poffeffed 
of fo many amiable acc:ompliihments, joined to fuch high 
dignity, ihould be treated with fuch extreme rigour and 
feverity "L. Animated by all thefe motives, many of the 
principal nobility, now aJherents to the queen of Scots; 
met at Hamilton, and concerted rrieafures for fupporting 
the caufe of that princefs. 

WHILE thcfe humours -.vere in fermentation, Mary wa$ 
employed in contrivances for effecting her efcape ; and 

7- B~chanan1 lib. xviii, c. Sl• 
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fhe engaged, by her ~harms and careffes, a young gcn:- C H A P. 

tleman, George Douglas, brother to the laird of Lochle-~~ 
vin, to affift her in t.hat entcrprize. She even went fo 15GS. 

far as to give him hopes of efpoufing her, after her mar-
riage with Bothwel ihould be diffolved on the plea of 
force; and fhe propofed this expedient to the regent, who 
rejeB:ed it. Douglas, however, perfevered in his endea-
vours to free her from captivity; and having all oppor-
tunities of accefs to the houfe, he was at laft fuccefsful 
in the undertaking. He conveyed her in difguifc into 1.d May. 

a fmall boat, and himfelf rowed her a:lhore. She hafr-
ened to Hamilton ; and the news of her arrival in that 
place being immediately fpread abroad, many of the no-
bility flocked to her with their forces. A bond of affo-
ciation for her defence was fign~d by the earls of Argyle, 
Huntley, Eglington, Crawford, Caffilis, Rothes, Mon-
trofe, Sutherland, Errol, nine biiliops, and nine barons, 
befides m::!ny of the moft confiderable gentry a. And 
in a few days an army, to the number of fix thoufand 
men, was affembled under her fiandard. 

ELIZABETH was no fooner informed of lviary's cfcape, 
than ihe difcovered her refolution of perfevering in the 
fame generous and friendly meafures, which fhc had 
hitherto purfued. If £he had not employed force aga·.nfl: 
the regent, during the imprifonment of that princcfs, fhe 
had been chiefly withheld by the fear of pu!hing him to 
greater extremities againfr her b ; but {he had propoicd 
to the court of France an expcdieJ1t, which, though le[-> 
violent, would have been no lefs effectual for her { rvice: 
She de fired that F ranee and England fhould by concert 
cut off all cammerce with the Scots, till they ihould do 
jufrice to their injured fovereign c. She now di1patchcd 
Leighton into Scotland to offer both her good offices, 
and the affifiance of her forces, to l\1ary; but as {he ap-

a K.eith1 P• 475• 
P· 46z., 

c Keith, 

prchendcd 
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c H A P. prehended the entrance of French troops into the king
XXXIX .. 
~ dom, ilie defircd that th8 controvcrfy between the queen of 

1568. Scots and her fubjcB:s might by that princefs be referred 

entirely to her arbitration, and that no foreign fuccours 

lhould be introduced into Scotland d. 

BuT Elizabeth had net leifure to exert fully her efforts 

in favour of rv1ary. The regent made ha~e to aifemble 

forces ; and notwithfhnding that his army was inferior 

in number to that of the queen of Scots, he took the 

tsth May. field again!F her. A battle was fought at Langfi.dc near 

Glafgow, which was entirely dec_ifive in favour of the 

regent; and though rviurray, after his viCtory, fropped 

the blood:lhed, yet was th~ aCl:ion followed by a total 

difpedi.on of the queen's pa.rty. That unhappy prince[t; 

Marf flies fled fouthwards from the field of battle with gre, preci-
int{' Eng- . d . • f d h b d Lnd. pitatiOn, an came, vntn a ew atten ants, to t. e or ers 

of England. She here deliberated conccrn:ng her next 

ITJ.cafur~s, -vvhich wcu!d probably prove fo iGlport;:::: to 

her futu:-~ h<!ppinefs or miLry. She found 1t impoffible 

to remain in her own kingdom: She had an aver!ion, in 

her prefent wretched condition, to return into France; 

where fue had formerly appeared with fo much fplcn

dour; and was not, bcfidcs, provided with a vcffcl, 

which could fafcly convey her thither: The late generous 

b~haviour of Eliz2.bcth made her hope for proteCtion,

and even affifumce, from that quarter c ; ana as the pre

fent fears from her domefl:ic enemies were the mofr ur

gent, £he overlooked all other confiderations, Pi1d embraced 

the refolution of taking i11eltcr in England. She em

barked on board a fifhing-boat in Galloway, and landed 

the fame day at Wirk.ir.gton in CumberlanJ, about thirty 

miles difrant from Carlif1e; whence ilie immediately dif

patched a meffenger to London; notifying her arrival, 

d Keith, p. 4i3· in the notes. Anderfon1 vol. iv. p. z6. e Jebb't 
Colleaion, vo_l. i. p. 4~0. 

defiring 
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clefiring leave to vifit Elizabeth, and craving her pro- c H 11 P • 
teB:ion, in confequence of former profeffions of friendihip, :.;.,_x;x;.; 
made her by that princefs. 'xsG8, 

ELIZABETH now found herfclf in a fituation, when 
it was become necefTary to take fome dccifive refolution 
with regard to her treatment of the queen of Scots; and 
as fue had hitherto, contrary to the opinion of Cccil, at
tended more to the motives of gcnerofity than of policy r; 
fhc was engaged by that prudent mir:ifier to weigh anew 
all the confiderations, which occurred in this critical con
juntl:ure. He reprefented, that the party, which had de
throned Mary, and had at prefent afTumcd the govern
ment of Scotland, was always attached to the Englifu al
liance, and was engaged, by all the motives of religion 
and of interefl:, to pcrfeverc in their conncB:ions with 
Elizabeth : That though IVIurray aad his friends might 
complain of fome unkind ufage during their banifument 
in England, they would eafily forget thefe grounds of 
quarrel, when they confidered, that Elizabeth w2.s the 
only ally, on whom they could fafcly rely, and that their 
own queen, by her attachment to the catholic faith, anc.l 
by her other conneCtions, excluded them entirely from 
the friendihip of France, and evch from that of Spain : 
That I\1ary, on the other hand, even before her violent 
breach with her protefl:ant fubjetl:s, was in fecret entirely 
governed by the counfcls of the houic of Guife; much 
more, would fue implicitly comply with their views, when; 
by her own mifconduB:, the power of that family and of 
the zealous catholics was become her foie rcfourcc and 
fecurity: 'I'hat her pretcnfions to the Engli!h crown 
would reinl'"'r her a dangerous infirument in their hands; 
and, lvere :fhe once able to fupprcls the prot fl:ants in her 
own kingdom, fue would unite th~ Scot~ifh and Engliili 
catholics, with tho[e of all foreign frates~ in a confc~e·-

f Ca\11la, p. J 40. 
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C H A P. racy arrainH the relio-ion and government of England ; 
vxvlx b b 

~ 'T'hat it behovcd Elizabeth, therefore, to proceed with· 

1 .)68. c~utiJn in the defign of refl:oring her rival to the throne 1 

and to t::rkc ct!re, both th::tt this cnterprize, if undertaken, 
ihoulJ be cffccred by Engl iili forces alone, and that full 

fecurit.ics iliou1d beforehand be provided for the reformers 

~nd the reformation in Scotlanu : That above all, it was 

rcquifirc to gu:::rd carefully the pcrfon of that princcfs; 
Jefl:, finding this uncxpetlcd referve in the Engliili friend ... 

£hip, ihe ihould fuddenl y take the rcfolution of flying into 

France, and ihould attempt by foreign force to recover 

poffd1ion of her authority: That her defperate fortunes 

and broken reputation fitted her for any attempt ; and h~r 
refcntment, when il1c iliouid find herfelf thus dderted by 

the queen, vvould concur with her ambition and her bi · 
gotry, z.nd :-ender her an unrelenting, as well as powerful, 

enemy to the Eng1iih government: That if ilie was 

once abroau, in the hands of enterprifing catholics, the 

attack on England would appear to her as eafy as that on 

Scotland; and the only mctl::od, !he mufl: imagine, of reco

vering her native kingdom, would be to acquire that crown, 

to which ilie would efieem herfelf equally intitled: That 
a neutrality in fuch interefl:ing fituations, though it might 
be pretended, could never, without the mofl: extreme 

danger, be upheld by the queen; and the detention of 

Mary was equally requifite, whether the power of Eng

land were to be employed in her favour, or againfl: her: 

That nothing, indeed, was more becoming a great prince 

than generohty; yet the fuggefl:ions of this noble principle 

t.:ould never, ·without imprudence, be confulted in fuch 

delicate circum{bnces as thofe in which the queen was 

at prefent placed; where her own fafety and the interefi 
of her people were intimately concerned in every refolu

tio!1 :vhich !he embraced : That though the example of 

r~ ccclsful reb~llion, efp-ccially in a neighbouring country, 
could 
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tould no wife be agreeable to any fovereign, yet Iviary'sC H A P. 
: d h d b r . XXXIX. 1mpru ence ~ een 10 great, perhaps her cnmes fo ...._.__,--...,J 

enormous, that the infurretl:ion of fubjeB:s, after fuch 156a'. 

provocation, could no longer be regarded as a precedertt 
againfi: other princes : 1~hat it was firfr ncceH:1.ry for 
Elizabeth to afcertain, in a regular and fatisfactory man..; 
ner, the extent of Mary's guilt, and thence to determine 
the degree of protetl:ion, which fhe ought to afford her 
againfi: her difcontented fubjects: That as no glory could 
furpafs that of defending oppreffed innocence, it was 
equally infamous to patronize vice and murder on the 
throne; and the contagion of fuch difnonour would ex-
tend itfelf to all who counten:1nced or fupported it : And 
that, if the crimes of the Scottifh p•incefs fhould, on 
enquiry, appear as great and certain as was affirmed 
and believed, every meafure againfi: her, which policy 
fhould diB:ate, would thence be j ufi:ified ; or if fhe 
ihould be found innocent, every enterprize, which friend~ 
ihip fhould infpire, would be acknowledged laudable and 
glorious. 

AGREEABLY to thefeviews, Elizabeth refolved to pro
ceed in a fcemingly generous, but really cautious manner, 
with the queen of Scots; and fhe immediately fent or..;. 
ders to lady Scrope, fifi:er to the duke of K orfolk, a lady 
\vho lived in the neighbourhood; to attend on that prin
cefs. Soon after, fhe difpatched to her lord Scropc hir:1~ 
fdf, warden of the marches, and Sir Fr~mcis Knollcs; 
vice chamberlain. They found Mary already lodged in 
the cafile of Carlifle; and after exprdling the queen·~ 
fympathy with her jn her late misfortunes, they told her, 
that her req uefi: of being allowed to vi fit thrir iovercign

1 

nnd of being admitted to her prefence, could not at prc~ 
fent be complied with: Till fhc had cleared hcrfelf of h~-r 
hufband;s murder, of which fhe was fo frrongly accuf~·(t 

Elizabeth could not \vithout diihonour !how her. ::'.11) 

K ?. 
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c H A P. countenance, or appear indifferent to the aifaffination o( 

\,./\l"-~ fo near a kmfman g. So unexpected a check threw Mary XXXIX, . 

1568, into tears ; and the neceffity of her fituation extorted 
from her a declaration, that fhe would willingly jufrify 

herfelf to her fifrer from all imputations, aml would fub

mit her caufe to the arbitration of fo good a friend h. 

Two days after {he fent lord Hcrreis to London with a 

letter to the fame purpofc. 
'THIS conceffion, which Mary could fcarcely ,avoid, 

without an acknowledgment of guilt, was the point ex
peCl:ed and defired by Elizabeth : She immediately dif

patchcd l\1idlemore to the regent of Scotland ; requiring 
him both to defifr from the farther profecution of hi 

queen's party, and fend fome perfons to London to jufiify 

his condutl: with regard to her. l\1urray might jufrly be 

fi:artlcd at receiving a meffi.ge, fo violent and imperious; 

but as his domefric enemies were numerous and powerful, 

and England was the fole ally, which he could expect 

among foreign natio1 s, h::: was refolved rather to digefr 

the afFront than provoke Elizc.beth by a refufal. He alfo 

confi.dercd, that, thuugh that queen had hitherto ap

. eared partial to Mary, m~my political motives evidently 
e-ngaged her to fupport the king's caafe in Scotland;. 
~nd it was not to be doubted but fo penetrating a prin

~cfs would in the cnJ difcover this interefr, and would at 

lcafi aiford him a patient and equitable hearing. He 

t-herefore replied, that he would himfelf take a journey 

to England, attended by other commiffioners ; and would 
willingly fubmit the determination of his caufe to Eliza-

beth 1
• 

LorD Herrcis now perceived, that his miil:refs had 

:ulv~n(:~J too far in her conceffions : He endeavoured to 

n~intain, that l\1ary could not, without diminution of 

~· Anderfcn, vol. iv. P• 54, 66, 82, 83, 86, 11 Ibid. P· IO, 

, 55• S;r. i Ibid. p. 13-16. 
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her royal dibo-nit-v, fubmit to a contefi with her rebeliious C n A P. 
' 1 X''Xlp 

fubjeets b fore a foreign prince; and he required either~ 
prcfent aid from England, or liberty for his queen to pafs 15&8. 

over into France. Being preifed, hm.vcvcr, w·ith the for-

mer agreement before the Engli!h cot:ncil, he again re-
newed his confent; but in a few days he began anew to 
recoil ; and it was with fome difficulty that he was, 

brought to acquiefce in the firfi determination k, Thefc 
fluctuations, wh:ch were inceifantly renewed, · fhowed his 

viftble relt:ctance to the mcafurcs purfued by the court of 
England. 

'rHE queen of Scots difcovered no lefs avcriion to the 

trial propofed ; and it required all the z.rtifice and pru
dence of Elizabeth to make her perfevcre in the agree
ment, to which ihe had at fidl: confented. 'T'his latter 
princefs frill faid to her, that ihe deiired not, without 
Mary's confent and approbation, to enter into the quef
tion, and pretended only as a friend to hear her j ufiifica

tion : 'rhat ihe was confident there would be found no 

difficulty in refuting all the calumnies of her enemies ; 
and even if her apology fhould fall ihort of full convict:on, 

Elizabeth was determined to fupport her caufc, and pro

cure her fome reafonable terms of accommodation : And 
that it was never meant, that !he ihould be cited to a 
trial on the accufation of her rebellious fubjects ; but 
on the contrary, that they fhould be fummoned to <~ppear 

and to jufiify themCclves for their conduct towards her 1• 

Allured by thc:e plauiiblc p!"ofdlions, the queen of Scots 

azrecd to vindicate herfelf by her own commiffioners, be

fore commiffioners appointed by Elizabeth. 
DuRING thcfe tranfactions, lord Scrope and Sir Fran

cis Knollcs, who reiided with Mary at Carlifle, had lci
fure to fl:udy her character, and to make report of it to 

Elizabeth. Unbroken by her misfortunes, rcfolute in 

k Andcrfon, p, 16-20. I Ibid. P• 1r, 12, 13, Iog, no. 

Kg her 
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C, H A P. her purpofe, aCl:ivc in her enterprizes, £he afp\rcd to no-
XXXJX. . d d 

\..---v---J thing but viB:ory; and was determme to en ure any cx-

.1"0~' trcmity, to undergo any difficulty, and to try every for

tune, rather than abandon her caufe, or yield the fuperi

ority to her enemies. Eloquent, infinuating, affable; £he 
had a1rcady convinced all thofe who approached her, of 

the innocence of her pa:ft conduCt; and as fhe declared her 

fixed purpofe to require aid of her friends all over Europe, 

and even to have rccourfc to infidels and barbarians, ra

ther than fail of vengeance again:ft her perfecutors, it was 

~afy to forefee the danger, to which her charms, her 

fpirit, h~r addrcfs, if allowed to operate with their full 
force, would expofe them m, The court of England, 

tac:rcfore, who, under pretence of guarding her, had al

ready, in effeCt, detained her prifoner, were determined 
to watch her with :fti11 greater vigilance. As Carlifle, by 

its fituation on the borders~ afforded her great opportu

nities for contriving her efcape, they removed her to 

Bolton, a feat of lord Scrape's in Yorkiliire : And the 
iffuc of the controverfy between her and the Scottiih na
tion was regarded as a fubjeCl: more momentous to Eli-
7-abeth,s fccurity and intere:O:s, than it had hitherto been 

~pprehended. 

THE commifficners, appointed by the Engliih court 
for the examination of this great caufe, were the du:. e of 

Norfolk, the earl of Su1Tex~ and Sir Ralph Sadlcr; and 

.a.•h Oftcb. York was r~amcd ~:s the place of conference. Lcflev, 
Conferences bifhop of Rofs, the lords Hcrrcis Levingfl:one a1~d 
;Jt Yn1kanJ,"1 d . 1 f' r. ' ' 
.HdiT pton- .boy e, wltn lVe pertons more, appeared as commiffion-
cuurt. ers from the queen of Scots. 'I'he earl of l\1urray, re-

gent, the earl of :rviorton, the bifhop of Orkney, lord 

LindcLy, and the abbot of Dunfermling were appointed 

cotT.miBioners from the king and kingdom of Scotland. 

Sccrct~ry Lidington, George Buchanan, the famous poet 

and 
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·,md hifloricm, with fomc others, were narr.cd ::-.s their c H A P. 
f1_ XXXIX • 

.affi nan ts. "---.,...._._) 
IT \\'as a grea.t circumfiancc in Elizabeth's g1ory, that 1568. 

ihe was thus chofen umpire between the factions of a 

neighbouring kingdom, which had, during many centu-

ries, entertained the moft violent jealoufy and animofity 
againfr England ; and her felicity was equally rare, in 
having th~ fortune and fame of fo dangerous a rival, who 
had long given her the greatefr inquietude, now entirely 

.at her difpofai. Some circumfl:ances of her late conduct 

had difcovered a byafs towards the fi.cle of !vi ary : Her 
prevailing intcrcfls led her to favour the enemies of that 

.princefs: The profcffions of impartiality, which {he had 

made, v:ere open and frequent; and ll1c had fo far fuc
ceeded, that each fide accufed her commiffioners of par-
tiality towards their adv.crfarics "· She hcrfdf appears, 
by the infrructions given them, to have fixed no plan for 
the decifi.on; but fhe kne\\', that the advantages, which 
fhe !hould reap, mufl: be great, whatever iHuc the cat.:fe 

fhould take. If Mary's crimes could be afcertained by 
undoubted proof, fhe could for ever bblt the rcputat:on 

of that princcfs, and might j uitifiably detain her for ever 
a clofe prifoner in En3,Jand : If the eviapnce fell !hort of 

ronviction, it \vas propofed to refrore her to the throne, 
but with fuch frr!B: limitat!cns, as would leave Elizc:-
bcth perpetu~l arbiter of all differences bdwc'en the p:1r ... 
ties in Scotland, and render her in effect abfolute niifirefs 

of that kingdo:JJ Q # 

MAR Y's co:nmifiioncrs, before they ;:we in their com-

plaints againft her enemies in Scotland, entered a protefi, 
that their appearance in the caufc fhou]d no wife afFtB: 
the independance of her crown, or be confi ·ucd as a mark of 

f:Ubordination to Eugland: The Englifh commiffioners re-

.11 Anderfon, vel. iv. part 2. p. 4'· 

.CooJall, vu!. ii. p. uo. 

K4 

o Ibid. t.}, J 5, &c • 
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c H A P• ceived this protefi, but with a referve to the claim of 
;c.L.,.; 7 rx. 
~ EnglanJ. The complaint of that princefs was ne~t read, 

and contained a detail of all the injuries, which fhe had 
fuffered fince her marriage with Bothwel: That her fub

jccrs had taken arms againft her, on pretence of freeing 
her f:-om GlJ ::ivity; that when fhe put herfelf into their 
hands, they had committed her ' to cloie cufiody in Loch
]evin; had placed her fon, ·an infant, on her throne; had 

again taken arms ag::tinfi her after her delivery from prifon; 

l1ad rejeCl:cd all her propofals for accommodation ; had 

given battle to her troops ; and had obliged her, for the 

fafety of her perfon, to take fhelter in England r. The 

earl of l\!Iurray, in <~nfvver to this complaint, gave a furr.

rnary and imperfeB: account of the late tranfaB:ions : 

That the earl of Bothwel, the known murderer of the late 

king, had, a little after committing that crime,. fcized the 

perfon of the queen anJ led her to Dunbar; that he ac

<luired fuch influence over her· as to gain her confent to 

marry him, and he had accordingly procured a divorce 

from his former wife, and had pretended to celebrate hi· 

marriage with the q uccn ; that the fcandal of this tranf

aB:ion, the difhonour which it brought on the nation, 

the danger to vvhich the infa~1-:: prince was expofcd from 
the attempts of that aud::tcious man, had obliged the no
bility to take arms, and oppofe his criminal dd!gns and 

entcrprizes ; that af~cr Mary, in order to fz.vc hin , had 

thrown herfelf into thei.::- h:mds, fhc frill difcoverecl fuch 

violent attachment to him, that they found it nccc!fary, 

for their own and the public fafety, to confine her pe!-fon, 
during a feafon, till Bothwel and the other mur erers of 
her hufb::.nd could be tried and punifhed for their crimes; 

and th::tt during this confinement, fhe had voluntarily, 

·i\-·it!1out comp·tLwn or violence, merely from difgufr at 

P Anderfor~ vol, iv, part -z.: p. sz, Goodall, vol, ii. p. uS, Haynes, 
f, 7'~· . 

the 
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the inquietude and vex:1.tions attending- pc vcr, rdinned c H P. 
~ b X ' X'X 

her crown to her only fon, and had appointed the earl of......:.._;.:, 
!v1urray regent during the minority q. The queen's an- xs6&. 

fwer to this apology was obvious: That ilic did not know 
and never could fufpetl:, that Bothwe1, who had been 
acquitted by a jury, and recommended to her by all the 
nobility for her hufband, was the murderer of the king; 
that ilie ever :was, and il:ill continues defirous, that, if he 
be guilty, he may be brought to condign puniihmcnt; 
that her refignation of the crown was extorted from her 
by the well-grounded fca.s of her life, and even by direct 
menaces ~f violen.ce; and that Throgrnorton, the Eng-
lifh ambaffador, as well :1s others of her friends, had ad~ 
vifed her to fign that paper, as the only means of faving 
herfelf from the la:ll: extremity, and had affu,·cd her, that 
a confent, given under thcfe circumfrances, could never 
have any force or validity r. 

So far the queen of Scots feemed plainly to have the 
advantage in the contefr : And the Engli:lh commiffion
ers might have been furprized, that Murray had made fo 
weak a defence, and had .fuppreffed all the material im
putations againfr that princefs, on which his p:uty had 
ever fo fl:renuoufly infifred; had not fome private confe
rences previoufiy informed them of the fecret. 1\1ary's 
commiffioners had boafred, that Elizabeth, from regard 
to her kinfvoman, and from her defire of m::tintaining the 
rights of foverc!gns, was determined, how criminal fa
ever the condu.3: of that princefs might appear, to reflore 
her to the thrones ; and l\!Iurray, refle ing on fome pafl: 
meafurcs of the Englifh court, began to apprehend, that 
there were but too ju!'c grounds for thefe expetl:ations. 
He believed, that Mary, if he would agree to conceal the 

.q Anderlon, vol. i~·. part z. p. 64. & feq. Coodall, vol. ii. p. I44• 
f Anderfon, vol. iv. part z. p. 6o. & feq. Goodall, vol. ii, p, 162. 

:.. Aoderfon, vol. iv. fart z. p. 4~· Goodall, vol, ii. p. li-7• 

mofl: 
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c H A P mo:ft violent part of the accufation again:£1: her, would 
XXXIX. · r bl f d . b \..--v---1 fubm1t to any rea1ona e terms o accommo atwn; ut 

•s63. if he once proceeded fo far as to charge her with the 
whole of her guilt, no compofition could afterwards take 

place; and !hould fhe ever be reilored, either by the 
power of Elizabeth, or the affifl:ance of her other friends, 
he -and his party muft be expofed to her fevere and im
placable vengeance r. He refolved, therefore, not to 
venture ra:fhly on a meafure, which it would be impoffible 
for him ever to recal ; and he privately paid a vifit to 
Norfolk and the other Englifu commiffioners, confe!fed 
his fcruplcs, laid before them the evidence of the queen's 

guilt, and defircd to have fome fecurity for Elizabeth'~ 

proteCtion, in cafe that evidence !hould, upon examina
tion, appear entirely fatisfaetory. Norfolk was not fe
cretly difpleafed with thefc fcruples of the regent u. He 
had ever been a partizan of the queen of Scots : Secretary 

Lidin6ton, who began alfo to incline to that party, and 

was a man of fingular addrefs and capacity, had engagea 
him to embrace farther views in her favour, and even to 
think of efpoufing her: And though that duke confefred w, 
that the proofs again:£1: Mary feemed to him unqucfi:ion
ablc, he encouraged l\1urray ·in his prefent refolution not 
to produce them publicly in the conferences before the 

Englifh comn !floners x. 

NoRFOLK, however, was obliged to tranfmit to court 

the queries propofed by the regent. Thefe queries con
fified of four particulars : \Vhether the Encrliili corn-::> 

miHioners had authority from their fovereign to pronounce 

fcntence again:£1: Mary, in cafe her guilt iliould be fully 
proved before them ? vVhether they would promife to ex-

t Anderlon, vol. iv. part z. p. 47• 48. Goodall, vol. ii. p. r 59• 

u Crawford, p. 92., Melvil, p. 94, 9S• Hayne~, p. 574• 

w Anderfon, vol. iv, part 2, p. 77• x Jbid, p. 57, 77• State 

Trial s, >ol. i, p. 76, 

ercife 
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ercifc that authority, and proceed to an aEtual fcntence? c H A ?. 

\Vhether the queen of Scots, if {he were found guilty,_:.:~ 
. fhould be delivered into the hands of the regent, or, at 1568. 

lcafr, fo fecured in England, that ·{he never lhould be 

able to difrurb the tranquillity of Scotland ? and, Whe-
ther Elizabeth would alfo, in that cafe, promife to ac
knowledge the young king, and protccr the regent in his 
authority r? 

ELIZABETH, when thefe queries, with the other tranf
actions, were laid before her, began to think, that they 

pointed towards a conclufion more dec!fi.vc and more ad

vantageous than fhe had hitherto expected. She deter

mined, therefore, to bring the matter into full light; 
and under pretext that the difrance from her perfon re
tarded the proceedings of her commiffioners, fhe ordered 

them to come to London, and there continue the confe

rences. On their appearance, fhe immediately jo:ned in 

commiffion with them fome of the mofr confiderable of 

her council ; Sir Nicholas Bacon, lord keeper, the earls 
of Arundel and Leicefier, lord Clinton, admiral, and Sir 

William Cccil, fecret£11-y z. The q ucen of Scots, who 

knew nothing of thefc fecret motives, and who expected, 
that fear or decency would frill rcfrrain l\!Iurray from 

pro ceding to any violent accufation again!t her, cxpreffed 
an entire fatisfaB:ion in this adjournment; and declared, 

that the affair, being under the immediate infpecrion 
of Elizabeth, was now in the hands where ilie mofr de
fired to refi it a. The conferences were ~iccordingly con
tinued at Hampton- Court; and Mary's commiffioners, as 

before, made no fcruple to be prefent at hem. 

'fHl! queen, meanwhile, gave a fatisfaB:ory anfwer to 

all Murray's demands ; and having declared, that, though 

ihe wiilicd and hoped, from the prcfent enquiry, to be en-

Y Anrlerfon, vol. iv. part~. P· SS· 
z Anderfon, vol. iv, patt :z. P• 99• 

"f>l. ii, p. 177, 179• 

Goo~all, yoJ. ii, p. J 30. 
.. }bid. p 95· Good all, 

tirely 
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C H A P. tireiJ~' convinced of Iv1ary's innocence, yet if the event 
'XXXI'"' 
~,...:: {hould prove contrary, and if that princefs fhould appear 

1 568. guilty of her hufoand's murder, fhe ihould, for her_ own 

part, deem her ever .after unworthy of a throne b. The 

regent, encouraged by this declaration, opened more fully 

his charge againfl: the queen of Scots; and after exprcf

:fing his reluctance to proceed to that extremity, and pro

tefl:ing, that nothing but the neceffity of [elf-defence, 

which mufr not: be abandoned for any delica~y, could 

have engaged him in fuch a meafure, he proceeded to 

accufe her in plain terms o~ participation and confcnt in 

the affailination of the king c. The earl of Lenox too 

appeared before the Englifh commiffioners; and implor

ing vengeance for the murder of his fon, accufed Mary 

as an accomplice with Bothwel in that enormity d. 

'\VHEN this charge was fo unexpeCtedly given in, and 

copies of it were tranfmitted to the biiliop of Rofs, lord 

Hcrreis, and the refl: of I\1ary's commiffioners, they ab

folutcly rcfufed to return an anfwer; and they grounded 

their fil,. ce on very extraordinary reafons : Thc:y had 

orders, d ey faid, from their mifl:refs, if any thing were 

adv:mccd that might touch her honour, not to make any 

defence, as :fhe was a fovereign princefs, and could not 

be fubject to any tribunal ; and they required, that lhe 

ihould previoufly be admitted to Elizabeth's prefence, to 

whom, and to whom alone, ihe was determined to jufiify 

her innocence c. They forgot, that the conferences were 

at firfr begun, and ·were :frill continued, with no other 

view than to clear her from the accufations of her ene

mies ; that Elizabeth had ever pretended to enter into 

.hem only as her friend, by her own confent and appro-

b Gco;hll, vol. ii. p. 199· c Andcrfon, vol. iv. part:~.. p. ns, 
& fcq. Gccd.lll, voJ. ii. p. 206. cl Andetfon, vol. iv. part %• 

p. 1::.2. Goodall, vol. ii. p. 2::>8, e Anderfon1 vol. iv. part z. 

p. 125, & 1cq. Goouail, vel, ii. p. 184, zn, 1.11• 
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bation, not as affuming any fuperior jurifdiCl:ion over her; c H A P. 

that this princefs had from the beginning refufed to ad- xx;~ 
mit her to her prefence, till lhe 1hould vindicate herfelf 1 568 .. 

from the crimes imputed to her; that £he had therefore 
difcovered no new figns of partiality by her p~~feverance 
in that refolution; and that though fhe had granted an 
audience to the earl of Mun;ay and his collegues, fue had 
previoufly conferred the fame honour on Mary's commif-
fioners f; and her conduCt: was fo far entirely equal to· 
both parties g. 

As tne queen of Scots's commiffioncrs refufed to give 
in any anfwer to Murray's charge, the neceffary confe
quence fecmed to be, that there could be no fa:-tbcr pro
ceedings in the conference. But though tnis filence 
might be inte~preted as a prefumption againH: he~) it did 
not fully anfvYer the purpofe of thofe Engliih minifl:ers~ 
who were enemies to that princefs. They frill defired to 
have in their hands the proofs 9f her guilt; and in order 
to draw them with deccnc:-' from tl e regent, a judicious 
artifice was employed y EI:zabeth. Iv1urray \Vas called 
before the Englifh commifFoners; and reproved by them,. 
in the qucen's name, for the atrocious imputat;ons, which 
he had the temerity to throw upon his fovereign : But 
though the earl of Murray, they added, and the other 
commiffioners, had fo far forgot the duty of allegiance to 
their prince, the queen never would overlook ·what fhe 
owed to her friend, her neighbour, and her kinfwoman ; 
and fhe therefore dcfircd to know what they could fay in· 
their O"\Yn juftification h. I'Aurray, thus urged, made no 
difficulty of producing the proofs of his charge againfl: 
the queen of Scots; and among the reft, fome love-letters 
and fonnets of her's to Bothwel, written all in her O\Vn 

f LeJ1ey's Negcciations in Anderfon, vol. iii, p. 25. 
g See note (K] at the end of the volurr:e. 

pltt ~. p. If7• Goodall1 vol. ii. p. 2ll• 

Haynes, • 437. 

b Auderfon, vol. iv. 
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c H A P. hand, and two other papers, one written in her owrt 
XXXIX. . h J . b 
~-hand, another fubfcnbcd by er, an wntten y the earl 

1568. of Huntley; each. of which contained a promife of mar

riage with Bothwel, made before the p-retended trial and 

acquittal of that nobleman. 

ALL thefe important papers had been kept by Bothwel 

in a filver box or cafket, which had been given him by 
Mary; and which had belonged to her firfr huiband; 

Francis ; and though the princefs had €njoined him to 

burn the letters as foon as he had read them, he had 
thought proper carefully to preferve them, as pledges of 

her fidelity, and had committed them to the cufiody of 

Sir James Balfour, deputy-governor of the cafrle of Edin
burgh. When that fortrefs was befieged by the affo
ciated lords, Bothwel fent a fervant to receive the cafket 

from the hands of the deputy-governor. Balfour deli
vered it to the me!fenger; but as he had at that time re

ceived fome difgu:fl:: from Bothwel, and was fecretly ne· 

gociating an agreement with the ruling party, he took 
care, by conveying private intelligence to the earl of 
Morton, to make the papers be intercepted by him. 
They contained incontefi:ible proofs of .1\IIary's criminal 
correfpondence with Bothwel, of her confent to the king~s 

murder, and of her concurrence in that rape, which 

Bothwel pretended to commit upon her i. l\1urray for
tified this evidence by fome tefrimonies of correfpondent 

faB:s k; and he added, fame time after, the dying con• 
fefilon of one Hubert, or French Paris, as he was called, 

a fervant of Bothwcl's, who had been executed for the 
king's mm·der, and who direB:ly charged the queen with 
her being accc!fary to that criminal enterprize 1. 

i Andetfon, vol. ii. p. li 5· Goodall, vol. ii, p. r. 

k Anderfon, vol. ii. pnc 2. p. 165, &c. Coodall, vJl. ii. p. 243• 

l Anc.erfon1 voh ii. p. IS2• Goodall, \Ol, ii, p. 76. 
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ELIZABETH. 

.l\1AR v's commiffioners had ufed every expedient to c H A P. 

ward this blow, which they faw coming upon them, and~ 
againfr which, it appears, they were not provided with z56s. 

any proper defence. As foon as Murray opened his charge, 
they endeavoured to turn the conferences from an enquiry 
into a negociation ; and though informed by the Engli£11 
commiffioners, that nothing could be more di!honourable 
for their mifrrefs, than to enter into a treaty with fuch 
undutiful fubjetl:s, before fue had jufrificd herfelf from 
thofe enormous imputations, which had been thrown upon 
her, they fl:ill infifted, that Elizabeth !hould fettle terms 
of accommodation between Mary and her enemies in Scot-
land m. They maintained, that, till their mifirefs had 
given in her anfwcr to Murray's charge, his proofs could 
neither be called for nor produced n : And finding, that 
the Engli{h commiffioners were frill determined to proceed 
in the method which had been project .. d, they finally 
broke off the conferences, and never would make any 
reply. Thefe papers, at leaft tran!lations of them, have 
fince been publifhed. The objetl:ions, made to their 
authenticity, are in general of fmall force: but were they 
ever fo fpecious, they cannot now be hear:(ened to; fincc 
Mary, at the time when the truth could have been fully 
cleared, did, in cffcCl:, ratify the evidence againfi her 
by recoiling from the enquiry at the very critical moment, 
and refufing to give an anfwer to the accufation of her 
enemies 0

, 

BuT Elizabeth. though fhe had feen C !~ (,)Ugh for her 
own fatisfatl:ion, was determined, that the moit eminent 
perfons of her court fhould alfo be acquainted with thcfe 
tranfaCl:ions, and iliould be convinced of the equity of 
her proceedings. She ordered her privy-council to be 
affembled ; and that fhe might render the matter more 

m Anderfon, vol. ii. part 2.. F• 135, 139• 
n Anderfon, vel. iv. part 2o p. 139, 45• 
• See note (L J at the end of the volume. 

I 

Goodall, vol. ii. p. 274• 

Good.tll, vol, ii. p. zz8. 

fokmn 
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c H A P. folcmn ahd authentic, fhc added to them the earls of Nor.;. 
XXXIX. . 
~ thumberland, Wcfrmoreland, Shrewfbury, Worcefrer; 

1 568. Huntingdon, and Warwic. All the proceedings of the 

Engli:fh commiffioners were read to them : The evidences 

produced by l\1urray were perufed: A great number of 

letters, written by Mary to Elizabeth, were laid before 

t~1em, and the hand-writing compared with that of the 

letters delivered in by the regent : The refufal of the 

queen of Scots's commiffioncrs to make any reply, was 

related : And on the whole> Elizabeth told them, that, 
as fhe h:!d, from the firfr, thought it improper, that 

Tviary, after fuch horrid crimes were imputed to her, 
ibould be ~dmitti::d to her · prcfencc, before ilie had, in 

fome mcafure, jufiified herfelf from the charge; fo now, 
·w·hcn her guilt was confirmed by fo many plaufible evi
dences, and all anfwcr refufed, fhe mufr, for her part, 
perfevere more freadily in that refolution P. Elizabeth 

next calleJ in the queen of Scots's commiffioners, and 

after obfcrving, that llic deemed it much more decent for 
t.hcir miftrefs to continue' the conferences, than to require 
the liberty of jufrifying herfclf 111 pcrfon, ilie told them, 

that Mary might either fend her reply by a perfon whom 

!he trufied, or deliver it hedi If to fome Engliili nobleman, 

whom Elizabeth fhould appoint to wait upon her: But as 

to her rcfolution of making no reply at all, ilie muft regard 
it as the fl:ronge:ft. confeffion of guilt: nor could they ·ever 

be deemed her friends, who advifcd her to that method of 
proceeding q. Thefe topics {he enforced :fl:ill more 

.fhongl_' in a letter, which fhe wrote to 1V1ary herfelfr. 

'THE queen of Scots had no other fubtcrfage from thefi~ 
prcffing rcmonfrranccs than frill to dema:1d a pc;fon~l in

terview with Elizabeth : A conccffion, which, £ e v1~1s 

P Anderfon, vol. iv. part z. p. 170, &c. Coodall, vol.ii, p. 2.~4. 

q Anderfon, vol. iv. part z. p. 179, &c. ( oodall, _vol. ii. P• z68, 
· Andcrf~.•n, vol. iv, part z, P• 183, Gcodall, vol. ii, p. z69. 

fcnfib]c, 



:E t I Z A B E T H. 

fenfible, could never be granted s; becaufe Elizabeth c H A P. . d. . XXXIX, 1r.new, that this expc rent could decrde nothing; becaufe \..-v--.J 
it brought matters to extremity, which that princeis de fired 1568. 
to avoid ; and becaufe it had been refufed from th~ begin-
ning, even before the commencement of the conferences. 
In order to keep herfdf better in countenance, Mary 
thought of another device. Even after the conferences 
were broken off, fhe ordered her commiffi.oners to accufe 
the e4rl of Murray and his affociates as the murderers of 
the king t : But this accufation, coming fo late, being 
extorted merely by a complaint of Murray's, and being 
unfupported by any proof, could only be regarded as an 
angry recrimination upon her enemy u, She alfo defired 
to have copies of the papers given in by the regent; bu"' 
as ilie fi:ill perfifted in her refolution to make no reply 
before the Engli!h commiffioners, this demand was finally 
refufed her w. 

As Mary had thus put an end to the conferences, the 
regent exprefTed great impatience to return into Scotland; 
and he complained, that his enemies had taken advantage 
of his abfence, and had thrown the whole government 
into confufion. Eliz~bcth, therefore, difmi!led him; and 
granted him a loan of ftve thoufantl pounds, to bear the 
charges of his journey x. During the conferences at 
York, the duke of Chatdrault arrived ~t London, in 
palling from Fr::mce; and as the queen knew, that Le 
Wa') engaged in Mary's party, anu haJ very p~ aufi.bl.; pre
tcnfions to the regency of the king of Scots; !he thought 
proper to detain him till after l1urray's departure. But 
notwithfianding thcfe marks of favour, and fome other 
aHifbnce which fhe fccretl y gave this lc.t~er notl"'m~n Y, 

Ca!J.lla, p. I 57• t Gooch.ll, vel. ii. p. z?.o. 
u See note [M] at the end of the vtlume, V\ Gco.hll, \'01, ii, 

p. 2 5 J, 283, ~sg, 3 to, 3 r lo Haynr-•, vol. i. p. 492. S:!e note [ ~] at ths 
.. od of the vol'.lme. x Rymer, -tom. X':. p. t/7· Y MS. in tLe 
Advocate's libr:>.ry. A. 3.• 29. p. :z8, 129, llC• from Cv"t-t, L!b. C:d. c. r. 

Vo'IJ. V. L !he 
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c .. P· A P • .llie Hill declined acknowledging the young king, or treat-
~._.(XIX. · · ·h M f s' 1 d \-.-....-.__~ mg w1t · lurray as regent o cot an . . 

xs 63• ORDERS \vere given for removing the queen of Scots 

from Bolton, a place furroundcd with catholics, to Tut

bury in the county of Staft"ord; where fhe was put under 

the cufi.:>dy of the earl of Shrcwfbury. Elizabeth enter

tained hopes, that uis princefs, di(couragcd by her mif

fortunes, and confounded by the late tranfaRions, would 

be glad to feettrc a fafc retreat from all the tempefrs, with 

which ilie had been agitated; and ihe promifed to bury 

every thing in oblivion, provided l'v1ary would agree, ei

ther volut.tarily to refign her crown, or to affociate her 

fon wit 1 her in the government; and the adminifiration 

to rc!!1ain, during his minority, in the hands of the earl 

of Murray 7·• But that high-fpirited princefs refufed all 

treaty upon fuch terms, and declared that her bfr words 

ihould be thoie of a queen of Scotland. Befidcs many 

other reafons, ihe faid, \vhich fix(d her in that refolu

tion, fhe knc\v, that, if, in the prcfenf emergence, fhc . 

made fuch conccilions, her fubmiHion would be univer

hlly c~md c:n acknow.e 'gment of guilt, and would ra

tify all the ctlnnnics of her enemies a. 

IvL\I~ Y !E:. !nfdted upon this a1ternative; either that 
Eliz.~~beth ihoulcl affifr her in recovering her authority, or 

fh~mld give her liberty to retire into France, and make 

tri::l of the frienciihip of other princes : And as fhe af

f(; ·t:....d, that fhc had come volu 1tarily into England, in .. 

-vitccl by many f<.,rmer prcfefiions of amity,. ihc thought; 

t~1at one or other of thefe rcquc::fts could not, without the 

r.1ofi extreme inju:fEce, be refufcd her. But Elizabeth, 

ii nf:bl~ o.f the d:-;ngcr, wh~ch attended both thefe propo

Lls, w::: f:..cretly refolvcd to detain her fiill a captive; 

and ··s L r r~tr~.:::~ in~o En:::Lmcl had been little voluntary, 

her clai~n .upon th~ quee1 's gcnero!i.ty appearcll much lef'i 

urgent than fhc was willing to pretend. rJccdiity, it 

:;:. Good.•ll> vol. ii. p.1 95• 
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was thought, would to the prudent juftify her detention: c H l'- P. 
Her pa!i mifconduCI:would a~ologize for it to the equitable: :;:;:IX. 
And though it was forefeen, that compa:ffion for J\1ary's 1568. 
fituation, joined to her intrigues and infinuating beha-
iour, would, while fhe remained in England, excite 

the zeal of her friends, eli)eciall y of the Catholics ; thcfe 
inconveniencies were deemed much inferior to thofe which 
;tttended any other expedient. Elizabeth trufted alfo to 
her own addrefs, for eluding all thofe difficulties : She 
propofed to avoid breaking abfolutely with the qu:::en of 
Scots, to keep her al·ways in hopes of an accommoda
tion, to negotiate perpetually with her, and ftill to throw 
the blame of not coming to any conclufion, either on 
unforefeen accidents, or on the obfiinacy and pervcrfenefs 
of others . 

. . WE come now to mention fomc Englifh affairs, which 
we left behind us, that we might not interrupt our nar
ration of the events in Scotland, which form fo material 
a part of the prefent reign. The term, fixed by the 
treaty of Cateau-Cambrefis for the rd1:itution of Calais, 
expired in I s67 ; and Elizabeth, after making her de
mand at the gates of that city, fent Sir Thomas Smith 
to Paris; and that miniiter, in conjunCI:ion with Sir 
Henry Norris, her refident amb2ffi1dor, enforced her pre
tenfions. Contcrencrs were hdd on that head, without 
coming to any conclufion. ~~he chancellor, De L'Hof
pital, told the En;lifh amb::tffz.dors~ that, though Fr~ncc. 
by an article of the treaty W2S obliged to refiore Calais 
on the expiration of eight yc~rs, there was anot~:iri ~u·i:i
cle of the fame treaty, which now deprived Eliza~ ... ~n of 
every right, that could accrue to her by th:.1t eng::ge
ment: That it was agreed, if th~ Engliili fhould, during 
that interval, commit hci1i!i~ies upon France, they 
fhould inHantl y forfeit all claim to Calais; aqd the tak
ing poffi~ffion of Ilavre and Dieppe, with \Vhat~vcr pre-

L 2 tence~ 
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c H A P. tences that mea~ure miP-:ht be covered, was a plain vio-

XXXIX. o 1 . 'I~h h } 
~ lation of the p~ace between t 1e natiOns : at t oug 

1 )68. thefe plac-;s were not entere-d by force, but put into Eli

zabeth's hands by the governors ; thefe governors were 

rebels ; and a corrcfpondence with fuch traytors was the 

mofr flagrant injury, that could be committed on any fo

vereign: T'hat in the treaty, which enfued upon the 

expul~cn of the Englifh from Normandy,. the French 

minifrers had abfolutely refufcd to make any mention of 

Calais, and had thereby declared their intention to take 

advantage of the title, which had accrued to the crown 

of France: And that though a general claufc had been 

infcrtcd, implying a refcrvation of all claims: this con

ccffion could not avail the Engli{h, who at that time 

poiTeficd no juit claim to Cala:s, and had prcvioufly for

feited all prctenfions to that fortrefs b. The queen wa:J 

no. Vlife furprized at hearing thefc allegations; and as ihe 

kne;y, that the French court intended 1 ot from the firfi: 

to make .rcHitution, much lefs, dter they could jufiifr 

their rcfufal by fuch pbufiblc rcafons, ihe thought it 

better for the prefent to acqt~icfce in the lofs, than to

purfuc a dou tful title by a war both dangerous and ex

pcnfive, as well a, unfcafonable c. 

EuzA GE'l'H rntcrcc.l anew into ncgociations for efpou

:ting the archduke Charlc.;; ami {he fecms, at this tilT'e,. 

to have had no great motive of policy, which might in

<h:cc her to m;~kc th!s fallacious c!·Er: Eut as lhe wa 

very rigorous in the terms i11filcd on, at1d would not 

:-:.£ree, the:..t the archd 1ke, if he cfpou!cd h"r, ihoulJ en

icy any !_JO\vcr or tide in England, ancl even rcfufcd him. 

the exc:·cife of his religion, the treaty cam~ to :10thing; 

and that pri•1cc, dcfpairing of fucccfs in his addrdfe:. 

lElrricd the daughter of Atb(.rt, duke of B~n :~ria J., 
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CH A P. XL. 

Cbttrafter of the puritans--Duke of Norfolk's co1t-

jpiracy--Infurreftion in the 1Jorth-~AJ/rffina

tio1Z of the earl of Murray--A parliament-

Civil wars of France--Affaits of the Low Cctm

tries--New confJ,iracy of t be duke of No1jolk 

-CJ'rial of Norfolk--llis execution-Scotch 

nffairs--French affcirs--M'Z_ffizcre of Paris 

--French affeirs-- Civil wars of the Lcw 

Countries--A parliament. 

0 F all the European churches, which fl10ok: off the c H A P. 

yoke of papal authority, no one proceeded wirh fo ~ 
much reafon and moderation as the church of Englar..d; 15'i)!, 

d h . h h d b d . cl I f ~h . Chara tter of an a vantage, w lC .a een eriVe part y rom t e m-the puritms. 

terpofition of the civil magiftrate in this innovation, 
partly from the gradual and flow ileps, by which the re
formation was conducred in that kingdom. Rage and 
animofity againfr the catholic religion was as little indulg-
ed as could be fuppo{ed in fuch a revolution: =The fabric 
of the fecular hierarchy W:lS maintained entire: The 
ancient liturgy was p:efc.'rved, fo far as w2s thought con-
£i1ent with the new· principles: Many ceremonies, 
become venerable from age and precct.!in;; ufe, were 
.retained : The fjJlcndor of the Romifh wodhip, though 
removed, had at lca£1:: given place to order and decency: 
The difiinClivc habits of the clergy, accordiug to their 
~Efferent ranks, were continued: To innovation was ad
mitted merely fr 1~1 fp!te and oppofition to former ufage : 

L 3 Aud 
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c H A P. And the new religion, by mitigating the genius of the 

~~ ancient fupcdl:ition, and rendering it more compatible 

1 .s~s. with the peace and interefrs of fociety, had preferved itfelf 

in th·at happy medium~ which wife men have always 
fought, and which the people have !o fcldom been able 

to maintain. 
BuT though fuch in general was the fpirit of the re

formation in that country, many of the Englifh reform

ers, being men of more warm complexions and more 

obfrinate tempers, endeavoured to pufh matters to extre

mity againfr the church of Rome, and indulged them
felves in the mofr violent contrariety and antipathy to all 

former praB:ices. Among thefc, Hooper, who after-
vards fuffered for his religion with fuch extraordinary 

confiancy, was chi~Ry diltinguifned. This man was ap

pointed, during the rei;n of Edward, to the fee of Glo

ccfi:er, and made no fcruple of accepting the epifcopal 
office ; but he refufed to be confecrated in the epifcopal 

habit, the cymarre and rochette, vvhich had formerly, he 
faid, be~n abufed to fuperfrition, and which were thereby 

rendered t!nbecoming a true chrifi:ian. Cranmer and 
Ridley were furprized at this objeB:ion, which oppofed 

the received practice, and even the efrablifhed laws; and 
though youug Edward, cldirous of promoting a man fo 
celebrated for his eloquence, his zeal, and his morals, 

eJ~oincd them to difpenfc with this ceremony, they were 

fiill determined to retain it. Hcopcr then embraced the 

rcfolution, rather to refufe the bifhopric than cloath him
fclf in thofe hated garments; but it was deemed requi

fitc, that, for the fake of the example, he iliould not 

efcape fo eafily. He was firfr confined to Cranmer's 

hou{~, then thrown into prifon, .. ill he iliould confent to 

be a biiliop on the terms propo{ed: He was plied with 

conferences, and reprimands, and arguments : Bucer and 

r~ter ~1artyr:~ aml the moft ccle~ratcd foreign reformers 
were 



ELIZABETH. 

were confulted on this iml)ortant quc:ll:ion: And a corn- C H A p • 
. r. . h d' I n. XL. promi1e, Wit great 1fficu ty, was at la1c made, that ....,...... .-.....1 

Hooper thould not be obliged to wear commonly the ob- 1568. 

noxious robes, but {houlJ agree to be confccratcd in them, 
and to ufe them during cathedral fervice ~: A cond icen-
fion not a little extraordinary in a man of fo inflc;oble a 

fpirit as this reformer. 

'I'HE fame objection, which had arifen with regard to 

the epifcopal habits, had been moved againfr the raymcnt 

of the inferior clergy ; and the furplice in particular, 

with the tippet and corner cap, was a great ohjeec 

of abhorrence to many of the popular zealots ' . In 

vain was it urged, that particular habits, as vvcll as pof
tures and ceremonies, having been conitantly ufcd by the 
clergy, and employed in religious ferv1ce, acquire a ve

neration in the eyes of the people, appear facred in their 

apprehenfions, excite their devotion, and contract a kind 

of myfierious virtue, which attaches the affecl::ons of men 
to the national and cfiablithed worthip : That in order 

to produce this eftec'l: an uniformity in thefe particulars is 

requifite, and even a perfeverance, as far as poffiblc, in 

the former practice : And that the nation would be hap
py, if, by retaining thcfe inoffenfive obfcrvances, f-:ey 
could engage th~ people to rer:ounce willingly vvhat was 

hurtful or pernicious in the ancient fuperfl:ition. Thefe 

arguments, which had influence with wife men, v;·cre the 
very reafons, which engaged the violent protefiants to 
reject the habits. They pufhed matters to a toLll op"'o

fition with the church of Rome: Every compliance, they 

faid, was a fymbolizing with Antichrifl: g. And this 
fpirit was carried io far L1y fome reformers, that, in a na

tional remonfl:rance, made af[erwards by the church of 

Scothnd againfi: thde habits, it was afked, " What has 

e Burnet, vol. ii. p. T 52• Heylin, p. go. f S:rype, vol. i. 

i• ~~6, $ ]bid, p 410. 
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c H A P · " Chrifr Jcfus to do with Belial ? What has darkr.efs 
XL, 

\,;.;...-.,-...J" to do with light? If furplices, corner caps, and tip-
1563. " p~ts h::we been badges of idolaters in the very aB: of 

" their idolatry ; why fhol!ld the preacher of Chriflian 
" liberty, and the o!~ en rebuker of all fuperfrition pr
,, take with the dregs of the Romifu bea:fl:? Yea, who 
'' is there that ought not rather to be afraid of taktng 
" in his hand or on his forehead the print and mark of 
" that odious bcafl: r ?" But this application was rejected 
by the Englifu church. 

THERE was only one inihnce, in which the fpirit of 
contraditl:ion to the Rom::mifrs took place univerfally in 
England : The altar \/aS removed from the wall, was 
placed in the middle of the church, and was thenccfcrth 
denominated the communion-table. The rcafon, vrhy 
this innovation met with fuch general reception, was, 
that the nobility and gentry got thereby a pretence for 
making fpoil of the plate, ve:fturcs, and rich ornaments 
which belonged to the altars !!, 

THESE difputes, which had been frarted during the 
reign of Ed'.vard, were carried abroad by the protefrants, 
who Bed from the perfccutions of l\1ary; and as the zeal 
of thefe men had rccei·;cd an encrcafe from the furious 
cruelty of their enemies, they were generally incline( to 
carry tlieir oppo:fition to the ·utmo!t extremity againfr the 
p:-acrices of the church of Rome. Their communica
t;on with Calvin and the other reformers, who followed 
the difcipline and ·worfhip of Geneva, ·confirmed them 
farther in this obfiinate reluCtance; and though fomc of 
the refugees, p:.uticularly thofc who were efl:abli!hed at 
Frankfort, frill adhered to king Edward's liturgy, the 
prevailing fpirit carried thefe confeffors to feek a frill far
ther reformation, On the acceffion of Elizabeth, they 

. f Ke:th, p. 565, ~nox, p. 40~, 
p. lo5. 

S Heylin, preface, p. 3• Hill. 

returned 
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returned to their native country; and being regaraed c H A P . 
. h 1 . f ' . d XL. wlt genera veneratwn, on account o tne1r zeal an ~ 

pafr fuifcrings, they ventured to idifr on the efrablifh- 1568. 

mcnt of their projected model ; nor did they want coun-
tenance from many confiderable perfons in the quecn's 
council. But the princefs herfelf, fo far from being wil-
ling to defpoil religion of the few ornaments and cere-
manic;, which remained in it, was rather inclined to 
bring the public worfhip frill nearer to the Romi!h 
ritual b; and £he thought, that the reformation had al-
ready gone too far in ihaking off thofe forms and obfer-
vance~, which, without diftraB:ing men of more refined 
apprerenfions, tend in a very innocent manner, to allure, 
and amufe, and engage the vulgar. She took care to have 
a law for uniformity frriB:ly enacted: She was empowered 
by the parliament to add any new ceremonies, which fhe 
thought proper: And though ilie was fparing in the ex-
crcife of this prerogative, fhe continued rigid in exaB:ing 
an obX:!rv:mce of the eftablifhed laws, and in punifhing 
all ncnconformity. The zealots, therefore, who har-
boured a fecret antipathy to the epifcopal order :md to the 
whole liturgy, were obliged, in a great meafure, to con-
ceal tr1efe fentiments, which would have been regarded 
as highly audacious and criminal ; and they confined 

h 'ff'hn No7vd, one of her cbap!air.s, bad J; o.ken lefs reverently in a jermo11, 

p reached before her, of the jign of the crofs, jhe called aloud to him from her 

clofet ozvizdow, comm.wdirg him to retire from that ung~;dly dig; 1Jion and to return 

unto his text. And on the other fide, ozvben one if her divines had prtached a 
Jermm it difence of the real prefena, jhe openly ga'Ue him thanks for his pains 

and pieLJ. Heylin, p. 114. She woulrl have abfolutely forbid the marria~e 
of the cergy, if Cecil had not interpofed. Strype's Life of Parker, p. Io7, 

I oS, IO). She was an eQemy to fermons ; and ufually faid, that lhe thought 

·two or tuec preachers we're fufficient for a whole county. lt was probably 

for thee reafons that one Doring told her to her face from the pulpit, 

that lhc was like an untamed heifer, that would not be ruled by God's 

people, Jut obftruCled his difcirline, See Life of Hooker, prefixed to his 

"Wk5, 

their 
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C H A P. their avowed objections to the furplice, the confirmation 

~ of children, the fign of the crofs }n baptifm, the ring in 

rs&-3· marriage, kneeling at the facrament, and bowing at the 

name of Jefus. So fruitlefs is it for fovereigns to watch 

with a rigid care over orthodoxy, and to employ the 

fword in religious controverfy, that the work, pcrpetu

•1ly renewed, is perpetually to begin; and a garb, a 

gefrure, nay, a metaphyfical or grammatical diftinB:ion, 

when rendered important by the difputes of theologians 

and the zeal of the magifi-rate, is fufficient to deftroy the 

unity of the church, and even the pe? c::c. fociety. 

Thefe controverfies had already exc1tec uch ferment 

among the people, that in fome places they refufed to fre

quent the churches, where the habits and ceremonies 

:were ufed; would not falutc the conforming clergy; and 

proceeded fo far as to revile them in the ftreets, to fpit 

in their faces, and to ufe them with all manner of con

tumely i, And while the fovereign authority checked 

.thefe excdi'es, the flame was confined, not extinguilhed ; 

.and burning fiercer from confinement, it burft out in the 

fucceeding reigns to the deftruB:ion of the church and 

monarchy. 

ALL enthufiaits, indulging themfelve~ in rapturous 

flights, extafies, vifions, infpirations, have a natural aver

fion to epifcopal authority, to ceremonies, rites, and 

forms, which they denominate fuperftition, or beggarly 

elements, and which feem to refl:rain the liberal effufions 

of their zeal and devotion : But there was another fet of 

opinions adopted by thcfe innovators, which rendered 

them in a peculiar manner the objetl: of Elizabeth's 

averfion. The fame bold and daring fpirit, which ac

companied them in their addreffes to the divinity, ap

peared in their political fpeculations ; and the principles 

pf civil liberty, which, during fome reigns, had been 

i Strype•s L:fe of Whitgift> p. 4Gc, 
littlc;t 
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little avowed in the nation, and which were totally in- C H A P. 

compatible with the prefent exorbitant prerogative, had~ 
been firongly adopted by this new feet. Scarcely any 1568. 

fovereign before Elizabeth, and none after her, carried 

higher, both i !l [peculation and praCl:ice, the authority of 
the crown ; and the puritans ( [o thefe feB:aries were call-

ed, on account of their pretending to a fuperior purity 
of worihip and difcipline) could not recommend them-

felves worfe to her favour, t 1an by inculcating the doc-
trine of refifi:ing or refiraining princes. From all thefe 

motives, the queen negleCted no opportunity of depreffing 

thofe zealous innovators; and while they were fecretly 

countenanced by fome of her mofr favoured minifters, 
Cccil, Leiccfrer, Knolles, Bedford, WaHingham, ihe 

never w2.s, to the end of her life, reconciled to their 

principles and praCtices .• 

vVE have thought proper to infert in this place an ac

count of the rife and the genius of the puritans; becaufe 
Camden marks the prefent year, as the period when they 

began to make themfel ves confiderable in England. We 

now return to our narration. 

THE duke of Norfolk 'vas the only peer, that enjoyed 1 ;6g.• 

1 h. 1 ./1_ f b'}' d h r. Duke nf 
t 1e rg 1en: title o no 1 rty ; an as t ere were at pre1cnt Norfolk's 

no princs of the blood, the fplendor of his family, the conf ·irac,.. 

opulence of his fortune, and the extent of his influence, 

hJd rendered him without comparifon the firfi fubjeB: in 
England. The qualities of his mind correfponded to his 
high fration : Beneficent, affable, generous, he had ac-

quired the afF B:ions of the people; prudent, moderate, 

obfequious, he pofTeffed, without giving her any jealoufy, 
the good graces of his fovereign. His grandfather and 
Lther had long b~en regarded as the leaders of the ea-

holies; and this hereditary attachment, joined to the 

rlli<~nce of blood, had procured him th~ friendihip of the 
JUOft 
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c H A P. moll: confiderable men of that party : But as he had been 

~~educated among the reformers, was fincercly devoted to 

l569. their principles, and maintained that firicr decorum and 

regularity of life, by which the proteftants were at that 

time diftinguilhcd; he thereby enjoyed the rare felicity of 

being popular even v.rith the mofr oppofite factions. The 

height of his profperity alone was the fource of his mif

fortunes, and engaged him in attempts, from which his · 

virtue and prudence would naturally have for ever kept 

him at a difrance. 

NORFOLK was at this time a widower ; and be

ing of a fuitable age, his marriage with the queen of 

Scots had appeared fo natural, that it had occurred to 

fe\'eral of his friends and thofe of that pri ~ccfs : But the 

firft pcrfon, who, after fecretary Lidington, opened the 

fchemc to the duke is f.:1id to have been the earl of Mur

ray, before his departure for Scotland k, That noble

tun fct before Norfolk both the advantage of compofing 

the diifentions in .Scotland by an alliance, which would . 

c fo generally acceptable, and the profpect of reaping 

the fucccffion of England ; and, in order to bind Nor

folk's intcrefi the fafrer with Mary's, he propofed, that 

the duke's daughter lhould efpoufe the young king of 

Scotland. The previoufly obtaining of Elizabeth's con

fent, was reg:udcd, both by Murray and Norfolk, -as a 

circ m:fbnce effential to the fuccefs of their projeB:; and 

dl conditions being adj ufrcd between them, Mlll-ray 

took care, by means of Sir Robert r.1elvi1, to have the 

defign communicated to the queen of Scots. This prin

ccfs replied, that the vexations, which :fhe had met with 

in her two lafr marriag"s, had made her more inclined 

o lead a iing1e life ; but fhc was determined to facri.fice 

her own inclinations to the public welfare: And there

fore, as foon as fhe fhould be legally divorced from 

LeJley, P• 3.6J 17• 
Bo~hwcl, 
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Bothwel, fhe would be determined by the opuuon ofC H A P. 

her nobility and people in the choice of ano her huf-~ 
band 1• x s6g. 

IT is probable, that Murray was not fin cere in this pro

pofal. He had two motives to engage him to diffimulation. 
He knew the danger, which he mufl: run in his rctu ·a 
through the north of England, from the power of the 
earls of Northumberland and vVefimorcland, Mary's par
tizans in that country; and he dreaded an infurreB:ion in 
Scotland from the duke of Chatclrault, and the earls of 
Argyle and Huntley, whom :lhe had appointed her lieu
tenants during her abfence. By thcfc feigned appear
ances of friendfh:p, he both engaged Norfolk to write in 
his favour to the northern noblemen m ; and he perfuaded 
the queen of Scots to give her lieute;1:1nts permiffion, and 
even advice, to conclude a cdE'.tion of hoHilities with 
the regent's party n. 

THE duke of Norfolk, though he had agreed, that 

Elizabeth's confcnt ihould be previoufly obta~ncd, before 
the completion of his ma>riage, h:1d rcafon to apprehend, 
that he never ihould. prev:1il with her voluntarily to make 

that conceffion. He knew h::r perpetu:1l and unrelenting 
jcaloufy againfi: her heir and rival ; he was acquainted 
v.rith her former reluCtance to all propofals of marriage 
with the queen of Scots ; he forefaw, that this princef~'s 
efpou!ing a p~rfon of his power and clnract r and inte
rcfi:, v10uld give the greatdt umbrage; and as it would 

then become necefi1.ry to reinfl:ate her in poffeffion of her 
throne on fome tolerable terms, and even to endeavour the 
re-efi:ablifhing of her charaB:c~, he dreaded, lcit Eliza
beth, whofc politics had now t?.ken a difrerent turn,. 
would never agree to fuch indulgent and generous condi
tions. He therefore a~tcmpted previoufly' to gain the 
confent and approbation of ie·:c:-al of the rnoft confider-

l Ldley, p. 40, AI. n Lc!ley, F• AJ. 

~ble 
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C H A P. able nobility; and he was fuccefsful with the earls of 

~Pembroke, Arundel, Derby, Bedford, Shrcwibury, South-

1569. ampton, Northumberland, Wefrmoreland, Suffcx 0
• Lord 

Lumley, and Sir Nicholas Throgmorton cordially em ... 

braced the propofal: Even the earl of Lciccf!:er, Eliza

beth's declared favourite, who had formerly entertained 

fbme views of efpoufing IV1ary, willingly refigncd all his 

pretenfions, and fcemed to enter zealoufly into Norfolk's 

interefis P. T'hcre were other motives, befides affection 

to the duke, which produced this general combination of 

the nobility. 

SrR William Cecil, fecrctary of f!:ate, \vas the mofl: 

vigilant, active, and prudent minifrcr ever known in Eng

land; and as he was governed by no vie·ws but t 1e intc

refrs of his fovereign, which he had i11flexib.ly purfued, 

his authority over her became every day more predomi

nant. Ever cool himfelf, and uninflucnccd by prejudice 

or affection, he checked thofe fallies of paffion, and feme

times of caprice, to -vvhich fbe was fu bject ; and if he failed 

of pcrfuading her in the iirfr movement, his pcrfeverance, 

and remonfrrances, and argumen~s were fure at 1al1 to 

recommend thcmfchc::s to her found difccrnment. The 

more credit he gained with his mifirefs, the more was he 

cxpofed to the envy of her other counfellor.s; and as he 

had been fuppofed to adopt the interdl:s of the houfe of 

Suffolk, whofe claim fcemcJ to carry with it no danger 

to the prefent efi:abliiliment, his enemies, in oppofition 

to him, were naturally led to attach themfclves to the 

queen of Scots. Elizabeth f:1.w, without uncafinefs, this 

emulation among her courticrs, which fervcd to augment 

her authority : And though fhe fupported Cecil, wh~n

evcr matters came to extremity, and diffipatcd every con-

fpiracy againfr him, particularly one laid :1bout this time 

0 LeOey, p. 55• C:m~2cn, p. 419. Spotfwocd, p. z;G. P Haynes. 

P1 535· 
for 
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for having him thrown into the Tower on fome pre- c H A P. 
h lh h . r. h 1" . ed XL. tence or ot er q' e never gave tm 1UC un 1m1t ~ 

confidence as might enable him entirely to crufh his x 55g. 
adverfaries. 

NoRFOLK, fenfiblc of the difficulty, which he mull: 
meet with in controuling Cecil's counfels, efpecially where 
they concurred with the inclination, as well as interefi: 
of the queen, dudl: not open to her his intentions of 
marrying the queen of Scots ; but proceeded frill in the 
fame courfe, of encreafing his interefr in the kingdom, 
and engaging more of the nobility to take part in his 
meafures. A letter was written to ]\1ary by Leice:fi:er, 
and figned by fcveral of the firft rank, recommending 
Norfolk for her hufband, and fiipulating conditions fo1· 
the advantage of both kingdoms ; particularly, that lh 
ihould give fufficient furcty to Elizabeth, and the heir 
of her body, for the free enjoyment of the crown of 
England; that a perpetual league, offenfive and defenfive, 
fhould be made between their realms and fubjetl:s; that 
the proteftant religion fnould be efrabli!hed by law in 
Scotland ; and that fhe !hould grant an amnefry to her 
rebels in that kingdom r. When l\1ary returned a fa
vourable anfwer to this application, Nor folk employed 
himfelf with new ardour in the execution of his projctl:; 
and befides fecuring the intcrefrs of many of the confi
derable gentry and nobility v:ho refided at court, he 
wrote letters to fuch as lived at their country feats, and 
poffefied the greatefr authority in the fevcral countie 5

• 

The kings of l'~rancc and Spain, who interefred them
felves extremely in Mary's caufe, were fecretly confulted, 
and exprcffed their approbation of thefe meafures •. And 
though Elizabeth's confent was always fuppofed as a pre
vious condition to the finifhing of this alliance, it v;as 

'1 C'a'Tluen, p. ~ 17. r L· flcy, p. 50, 
P· 535• 539• s Ld1ey, F• G1, 

Camdcn, p. 4-zo. H.1}nes, 
t l ~i J . p 63· 
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C H A P. apparently Norfolk's intention, when he proceeded fuch 
~lengths without confulting her, to render his party fo 

1569, frrong, that it fhould no longer be in her power to re

fufe it u. 

IT was impoffible, that fo extenfive a confpiracy could 
entirely e[cape the queen's vigilance and that of Cecil. 

She dropped feveral intimations to the duke, by which 
he might learn, that ilic was acquainted with his defigns; 

and fhe frequently warned him to beware on what pil
low he repofed his head w: But he never had the pru
dence or the courage to . open to her his full intentions. 
Certain intelligence of this dangerous combination was 

given her fir.fr by Leicefrer, then by l\1urray ", who, if 
ever he was finccre in promoting Norfolk's marriage, 

wbich is much to be doubted, had at leaft propofed, for 

his own fafety and that of his party, that Elizabeth 
fhould, in reality as well as in appearance, be entire ar

biter of the conditions, and .lhould JJOt have her confent 

extorted by any confederacy of her own fubjeB:s. This 
information gave great alarm to the court of England; 
and the more fo, as thofe intrigues were attended with 
ether circurnflances, of \vhich, it is probable, Elizabeth 
was not wholly ignorant. 

AMONG the nobility and gentry, that feemed to enter 
into NorfolY-'s views, there were many, who were zea
lou!ly attached to the cat'wlic religion, v,rho had no other 

defign than that of rdloring Mary to her liberty, and 

who would gladly, by a combination with foreian 
. b 

powers, or even at the expence of a civil war, have 

placed her on the throne of England. The earls of 

u State Trials, vol. i. p. 82. w Cam<~en, p 410. Spo.tfwood, p. 231. 

x tdley, p. 71. It appears by Hayne~, p. 511, 525. that queen Eliza

btt~ had heard rumours of Norfolk's dealing with M;Jrray; and charged the 

latter to inform ht;r of the whole truth, which he accordinf;ly did. See alfo 

the e;nl cf 1\thrray's letter piOduccd on r-:orfolk's trial, 

1 North umber ... 
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orthumberland and \V cflmoreland, who pofTdfed great C H A P. 
power in the north, were leaders of this party ; and the ~ 
former nobleman made offer to the queen of Scots, by 1569. 
Leonard Dacres, brother to lord Dacres, that he would 
free her from confinement, and convey her to Scotland 
or any other place, to which :lhe fuould think proper to 
retire r. Sir Thomas and Sir Edward Stanley, fons of 
the earl of Derby, Sir Thomas Gerrard, Rolfrone, and 
other gentlemen, whofe interefi: lay in the neighbour-
hood of the place where Mary refided, concurred in the 
fame views; and required, that, in order to facilitate the 
execution of the fcheme, a diverilon :lhould, in the mean 
time, be made from the fide of Flanders z. Norfolk 
difcouraged, and even in appearance fuppreffed, thefe 
confpiracies ; both becaufc his duty to Elizabeth would 
not allow him to think of effecting his purpofe by rebel-
lion, and becaufe he forefaw, that, if the queen of 
Scots came into the poffeffion of thefe men, they would 
rather chufe for her hufband the king of Spain, or fomc: 
foreign prince, who had power, as well as inclination, 
to re-eftablilh the catholic religion a. 

WHEN men of honour and good principles, like th~ 
iluke of Norfolk, engage in dant;crous enterprizes, they 
are commonly fo unfortunate as to be criminal by halves; 
:and while they balance between the execution of their 
defigns and their remorfes, their fear of punifhment and 
their hope of pardon, they render themfch-es an eafy 
prey to their enemies. '!'he duke, in order to reprefs 
the furmifes fpread againfr him, fpoke contemptuoufly 
to Elizabeth of the Scottilh alliance ; affirmed that his 
e:fl:ate in England was more valuable than the revenue of 
a kingdom wa:fl:cd by civil wars and faccions; and de
dared, that, when he amufed himfelf in his own tennis-

Y Lefley, P• 76, 

VoL. V. 

:z: Ibid. p. 9S. 
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2 !STORY OF E GLAND. 

c H A I\court at Norwicl amidtl: hi· friends and vaifals, ne 
~ deemed himfelf at leafr a petty prince, and was fully 

1569. contented with hi con:iition b. Finding, that he did 

not convinc her by thcfe affeverations, and that he was 

looked on with a jealous eye by the minifi:ers, he retired 

to his country-feat without taking leave c. He foon after 

repented of this meafure, and fet out on his return to 

court, with a view: of ufing every expedient to regain the 

queen's good graces; but he was met at St. Alban's by 

Jnfurrer• 

itz-Garret, lieutenant of the band of penfioners, by 

whom he was conveyed to Burnham, three miles from 

\Vindfor, where the court then refided d. He was foon 

after committed to the Tower, under the cufrody of Sir 

Henry Nevil e. Lefiey, bifhop of Rofs, the queen of 

Scots's ambaffador, was examined and confronted with 

Norfolk before the council r. The earl of Pembroke was 

confined to his own houfe: Arundel, Lumley, and Throg

morton were taken into cufi:ody. 1~he queen of Scots 

herfclf, was removed to Coventry; all accefs to her was, 

during fome time, more fhictly prohibited; and vifcount 

Hereford was joined to the earls of Shrewiliury and 

Huntingdon, in the office of guarding her. 

A RUMOUR had been diffufed in the north of an in-

io, sin the ended rebellion ; and the earl of Suffex, prefident of 

orth. York, alarmed with the danger, fent for Northumber-

and <.nd Weflmoreland, in order to examine them ; but 

not finding any proof againfi: them,. he allowed them to 

depart. ·rhe r port m anwhile gained ground daily; 

and many appearanc s of its reality being difcovered, 

orders :were ditpatched by Elizabeth to thefe two noble

men, to appear at court, and anfwer for their conduCt g. 

!'hey had already proceeded io far in their criminal de

:figns, that they ared not to truft themfelves in her 

b Camclen, p. 420, 

e Camden1 p. 42.1, 

. ssa. 

c. I·hynes, p. 518. d Ibid. p. 3:9. 

Ht~.yne , p. 540, f Ldley, p. 8o. g Haynes, 
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hands: They had prepared meafures for a rebellion; had c H A P. 
communicated their defign to Mary and her minifi:ers h ; ~ 
had entered into a correfpondence with the duke of Alva, 1569. 
governor of the Low Countries ; had obtained his pro-
mife of a reinforcement of troops, and of ar fupply of 
arms and. ammunition; and had prevailed on him to fend 
over to London Chiapini Vitelli, one of his mofl: famous 
captains, on pretence of adjufi:ing fome differences with 
the queen, but in reality with a view of putting him at 
the head of the northern rebels. The fummons, fent to 
the two earls, precipitated the rifing before they were 
fully prepared; and Northumberland remained in fuf-
pence between oppofite dangers, when he was informed~ 
that fome of his enemies were on the way with a com-
miffion to arrefi: him. He took horfe infi:antly, and 
hafi:ened to his affociate W efi:moreland, whom he found 
furrounded with his friends and vaffals, and deliberating 
with regard to the meafures, which he fhould follow in 
the prefent emergence. They determined to begin the 
infurreetion without delay; and the great credit of thefe 
two noblemen, with that zeal for the catholic religion, 
which frill prevailed in the neighbourhood, foondre'w toge-
ther multitudes of the common people. They publi!hed 
a manifell:o, in which they maintained, that they intend-
ed to attempt nothing againfr the queen, to whom they 
vowed un!haken allegiance; and that their fole aim was 
to rc-efiabliih the religion of their anceftors, to remove 
evil counfellors, and to refbrc the duke of Norfolk and 
other faithful peers to their liberty and to the qucen's fa-
vour i, Their number ·amounted to four thoufand foot 
and fixtecn hundred horfe; and they expe8:cd the con-
urn:!nce of all the catholics in England k. 

h Haynes, p. 595· Strype, vol. ii. append. p. 30. li.f3. in the AJvo· 
c~tes' Library from C.tt . Lib. Cal, c g. i Cabala, P· 169, Strype, 
vo . i. p. "1-;. k StG\\e, p. 653. 
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c f! .<\ P. THE queen was not negligent in her own defence, and 

~ fhc had beforehand, from her prudent and wife conduCt, 

· is6g. acquired the general good will of her people, the befi fe

curity of a fovercign ; infomuch that even the catholics· 

i~n mofl: counties expreffed an affeB:ion for her fervice 1 ; 

and the duke of Norfolk himfelf, though he had lofi , her 

favour, ancf lay in confinement, was not wanting, as far 

as his fituation permitted, to promote the levies among his 

friends and retainers. Suffex attended by the earls of Rut

land, the lords Hunfdon, Evcrs, and Willoughby ofPar

ham, marched ag:1infr the rebels at the head of feven 

thoufand men, and found them a!ready advanced to the 

oiihopric of Durham, of \Vhich they had taken poffeffion. 

'I'hcy retired before him to Hexham; and hearing that 

the earl of Warwic and lord Clinton were advancing 

againfr them with a greater body, they found no other re

fource than to difperfe themfelves without ftriking a blow. 

The common people retired to their houfes: The leaders 

fled into Scotland. Northumberland was found flmlking 

fn f.at cou:1ti)•, and w~:s conf:ned by Munay to the cafrle 

cf Lochlevin. \Vefi:morelan'd received fheltcr from the 

chieft:1ins of the Kers and Scots, partizans of Mary; and 

perfuacl.ed them to make an inroad into England, with a 

"(riew of exciting a quarrel between the two- kingdoms-. 

After they had committed great rav::1ges, they retreated to 

their own country. This fudden and precipitate rebellion 

was followed foon after by another frill more imprudent, 

raifed by Lconard Dacrcs. Lord Hunfdon, at the head 

of the garriio:1 of Bcrvvic, was abl-e, without ::my other 

:1ffifl:ance, to quell thefc rebels. Great feverity was ex

ercifcd J{;ainfl: fuch as had taken part in thefe raili en .. 

tcrprizes. Sixty-fix petty confrables were hanged m; 

and no lcfs than eight hundred perfons are faid, on the 

1 Cabah, p. J70, Di~ges, p. 40' 
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whole, to have fuffered by the hands of the executioner n. c H A P. 

But the queen was fo well pleaied with Norfolk's beha-~ 
vi our, that ihe releafcd him from the Tower ; allowed 15o9. 

him to live, though under fome ihew of confinement, in 

his own houfe; and only exaB:ed a promife from him not 
to proceed any farther in his negociations with the queen 
of Scots 0

• 

ELIZABETH now found that the detention of lVlary 
was attended with all the ill confcquence , which ihe had 
forefeen, when fhe firfl: embraced that mcafure. This 

latter princefs~ recovering, by means of her misfortunes 
and her own natural good fenfe, from that delirium, into 

which ihe feems to have been thrown during her attach
ment to Bothwel, had behaved with fuch modefiy, and 
judgment, and even dignity, that evc:y oneJ who ap
proached her, was charmed with her clemeanor; and her 
friends were enabled, on fome plaufible grounds, to deny 
the reality of all. thofe crimes, which had been imputed 

to her P. Compaffion for her fituation, and ~he neccffity 

of effecting her relief, proved an incitem.ent among all 
her partizans to be active in promoting her caufe; and 
as her delivery from captivity, it was thought, could no 
wife be effected but by attempts dangerous to the efra

bliihcd government, Elizabeth had reafon to expect little 
tranquillity fo long as the Scottiih queen remained a pri
foner in her hands. But as this inconvenience had been 

preferred to the danger of allowing that princefs to enjoy 
her liberty, and to feek relief in all the catholic courts of 
Europe, it behoved the queen to fupport the meafure 

which ilie had adopted, and to gu:.1.rd, by every prudent 

expedient, againfl: the mifchiefs, to which it was expofed. 
She fiill flattered Mary with hopes of her proteB:ion, 
maintained an ambiguous conduCt between the queen 

A Lefley1 p, 8J, o Ibid. p. 98. Camden, p. 42.9• Haynes. 
P· 597• P Le.aey, p. 23z. Hayne51 P• su, 518. 
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c H A r, and her enemies in Scotland, negociated perpetually con-

XL. n . d n 

\...--v--.J cerning the terms of her renorat10n, ma e connant pro-

1569• feffions of friendihip to her; and by thefe artifices endea

voured both to prevent her from making any defperate 

efforts for her delivery, and to fatisfy the French and 

Spani:lh ambaffadors, who never intermitted their felici

tations, fometimes accompanied with menaces, in her 

behalf. This deceit was received with the fame deceit 

by the queen of Scots: Profe!lions of confidence were 

returned by profeffions equally in fin cere : And while an 

appe:::trance of friendfhip was maintained on both fides, 

the animofity and jealoufy, which had long prevailed 

between them, became every day more inveterate and 

incurable. Thefe two princeffes, in addrefs, capacity, 

3.ctivity, and fpirit, were nearly a match for each other; 

but unhappily, Mary, befides her prefent forlorn condi

tion, was always inferior in perfonal conduct and difcre

'tion, as well as in power, to her illufl:rious rival. 

ELIZABETH and lVIary wrote at the fame time letter 

to the regent. The queen of Scots defired, that her 

marriage with Bothwel might be examined, and a divorce 

be legally pronounced between them. The queen of 

England gave Murray the choice of three conditions i 

that Mary lhould be refrored to her dignity on certain 

terms ; that ilie iliould be affociated with her fon, and 

the adminifl:ration remain in the regent's hands, till the 

young prince iliould come to years of difcrction ; or that 

fhc fhould be allowed to live at liberty as a private per!on 

in Scotland, and have an honourable fett!ement made iD; 

her favour q. l\1urray fummoned a convention of fl:ates, 

. n oraer to deliberate on thl>fe propofals of the two queens. 

To anfwer was made by them to Mary's letter, on pre

tence that ihe had there employed the ftyle of a fovereign, 

MSS. m the Advocates' Library. A. 329. p. 137• froin Cott. 'ti!>. 

cat .. l, c. 1. 

.ddreffing 



ELIZABE H. 

addreffing herfelf to her fubjeB:s; hut in reality, becaufe c H A P. 

they faw that her requefr was calculated to prepare the~ 
way for a marriage with Norfolk, or fome powerful 1569. 

prince, who could fupport her caufe, ~nd refrore her to 
~he throne. They replied to Elizabeth, that the two 

former conditions were fo derogatory to the royal autho-
rity of their prince, that they could not fo mu.ch as deli-

berate concerning them: The third alone could be the 
fubjeet of treaty. It was evident, that Elizabeth, in pro-

po.fing conditions fo unequal in their importance, invited 
the Scots to a rcfufal of thofe which were mofr advan-

tageous to Mary; and as it was difficult, if not impof-

fible, to adjufr all the terms of the third, fo as to render 

it fecure and eligible to all parties, it was concluded that 

fhe wa~ not fincere in any of them r~ 

IT is pretended, thatMurray had entered into a private IS70• 

negociation with the queen, to get Mary delivered into 
his hands s ; and as Elizabeth found the detention of her 
in England fo dangerous, it is probable, that £he would 
)lave been pleafed, on any honourable or fafe terms, to 
rid herfelf of a prifoner who gave her fo much inquie-
tude t. But all thefe projeCl:s vanilhed by the fudden 

death of the regent, who was a.lfaffinated, in revenge of 2~ January. 

a private injury, by a gentleman of the name of Hamil- AITaffina· 

ton. Murray was a perfon of con.fiderable vigour, abi- tion °! the 
, earl ot ~\lur• 

lity, and confrancy; but though he was not unfuccefsfulHay. 
during his regency, in compofing the dificntions in Scot-
land, his talents !hone out more eminently in the be;;in-

ning than i~ t~c end of his life. His manners were 
rough and auftere ; and he po.lfe.lfed not that perfeB: inte-

grity, which frequently accompanies, and can <1;lone atone 

for, that unamiable chara Sl:er. 

r Spotfwood, p. :z.3o, ~jt. Ldlpy, p. 7t. • Camden, ?· -t:::5• 
Leflcy, p. 83, t See n te (0 J at the end f the Vl))ume. 
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c H A P. BY the death of the regent, Scotland relapfed into 

~anarchy. Mary's party affembled together, and made 
l57Q• themfelves mafters of Edinburgh. The cafile, com

manded by Kirkaldy of Grange, feemed to favour her 
caufc; and as many of the principal nobility had em

braced that fide, it became probable, though the people 
were in general avcrfe to her, that her authority might 
aga!n acquire the afcendant. To check its progrefs, Eli
zabeth difpatched Suffex, with an army, to the North~ 
under colour of chafiizing the ravages corn m itted by the 
borderers. He entered Scotland, and laid wafi:e the lands 
of the .Kcrs and Scots, feized the cafi:le of Hume, and 
committed hofiilities on all ~A:ary's partizans, who, he 

[aid, had ofFended his mill:refs, by harbouring the Englifh: 
rebels. Sir William Drury was afterwards fent with a 
body of troops, and he threw do'wn the houfes of the Ha
miltons, who were engaged in the fame faCtion.. The 
Englifh armies were afterwards recalled by agreement 
with the queen of Scots, who promiied, in return, that 
no French troops ihould be introduced into Scotland, and -
that the Engli!h rebels fhould be delivered up to the 

queen by her partizans u. 

Bwr though the queen, covering herfelf with the pre ... 
ten.ce of revenging her own quarrel, fo far contributed to 

{upport the party of the young king of Scots, the wa$ 
cautious not to declare openly againfl: Mary; and fhe 
even fent a requefl:, which was equivalent to a command, 

to the enemies of that princefs not to elect, during fome 
time, a regent in the place of Murray w. Lenox, the 

king's grandfather, was,. therefore, chofen temporary go.,. 

vernor, under the ·title of Lieutenant. Hearing after .. 

wards that l\1ary's partizans, infread of delivering up 

Wefl:m~:>rcland, a. 1 the other fugitivcs 1 as they had pro':'" 
mifed, had allowed them to efcape into Flanders; fue 

permitte 
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permitted the king's party to give Lenox the title of re- c H A P. 
gent x, and fhe fcnt Randolf, as her refi.dent, to maintain~ 
a correfpondcnce with him. But notwithfrandino- this JS70· . b 
ftcp, taken in hvour of Mary's enemies, Ihe never laid 
afidc her ambiguous condutl, or quitted the pretenfions 
of amity to that princefs. Being importuned by the 
biiliop of Rofs, and her other agents, as well as by fD
reign amb::dl?.dors, Ihe twice procured a fufpenfion of 
arms between the Scottiib faB:ions, and by th~t means 
fropped the hands of the regent, who was likely to obtain 
advantages over the oppofi.te party Y. By thefe feeming 
contrarieties {he kept alive the faCtions in Scotland, en
creafed their mutual animofity, and rendered the whole 
country a fcene of devaftation and of mifery z. She had 
no intention to conquer the kingdom, and confequcntly 
no interefr or defi.gn to infiigate the parties again£1: each 
other; but this confequence was an accidental eHetl: of 
her cautious politics, by which Ihe was engaged, as far as 
poffible, to keep on good terms with the queen of Scots, 
and never to violate the appearances of friendfuip with 
her, at lea£1: thofe of neutrality a. 

THE better to amufe Mary with the profpeB: of an 
accommodation, Cecil and Sir W alter Mild may were 
fent to her with propofals from Elizabeth. The terms 
were fomewhat rigorous, fuch as a captive queen might 
expeB: from a jealous rival; and they thereby bore the 
greater appearance of frncerity on the part of the Englifu 
court. It was required, that the queen of Scots, befi.des 
renouncing all title to the crown of England during the 
life-time of Elizabeth, fuould make a perpetual league, 
offcnfive and defenfi.ve, between the kingdoms; that The 
1hould marry 110 Engliiliman without Elizabeth's con-

x Spotfwood, p. 241. Y Ibid. p. 1.43• z Crawford, p. 136. 
aS e notf (~}at th; end of the volume. 
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c H A P, fent, nor any other perfon without the confent of th 
~ fl:ates of Scotland ; that redrefs ihould be made for the 

15jo. late ravages committed in England ; that jufticc fuould 
be executed on the murderers of king Henry; that the 

young prince fuould be fent into Engl"and, o be educated 
there ; and that fix hofiages, all of them noblemen, ihould be 
delivered to the queen of England, with the caftle ofHumc~ 
and fome other fortrefs, for the fecurity of performance b. 

uch were the conditions upon which Elizabeth promifed 
to contribute her endeavours towards the reftoration of 
the depofed queen. The neceffity of Mary's affairs ob
liged her t~ confent to them; an~ the kings of France 

and Spain, as well as the pope, when confulted by her, 
approved of her conduCt; chiefly on account cf the civil 
wars, by which all Europe was at that time agitated, and 
which incapacitated the catholic princes from giving her 

-any affiftance c. 

ELIZABETH~s commiffioners propofed alfo to Mary a 
v1an of accommodation with her fubjetl:s in Scotland; 
and after fome reafoning on that head, it was agreed~ 
that the queen !hould require ~enox, the regent, to fend 
up commiffioners, in order to treat of conditions under 

her mediation. Th~ partizans of Mary boaHed, that al~ 
terms "vere fully fett1ed with the court of England, and 
that the Scottifh rebels would foon be conftrained to fub
mit to die authority of their fovercign : But Elizabeth 
took care that thefe rumours :lhould mee~ with no credit, 
and that the king's party fhould not be difcouraged, no~ 
fink too low in their demands. Cccil wrote to info1m 
the regent, that all the queen of England's propofals, fu 
f,tr from being fixed and irrevocable, were to be difcuffed 
anew in the conference; and defircd him to fend com
miflioncrs who fhould be conftant in the king's caufe~ 

~ Srotfwcod. P• 7.45• Lefley, p. 10~. 
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and cautious not to make conceffions which might be pre- c H A P. 

judicial to their party d, SufTex alfo, in his letters, drop-~L~ 
ped hints to the fame purpofe; and Elizabeth herfelf [aid l570· 

to the abbot of Dunfcrmling, whom Lenox had fent tQ 
the court of England, that fhe would not infift on Mary's 
.reftoration, provided the Scots could mJke the jufi:ice -of 
their caufe appear to her fatisfatl:ion ; and that, e\'en if 
their reafons fhould fall iliort of full conviC!ion, ilie would 
take effeB:ual care to provide for their future fecurity c. 

THE parliament of Scotland appointed the earl ofl'vior- lS7T. 

ton, and Sir Jarncs l\1acgi11, together with the abbot of Ifr Marchf 

Dunfermling to manage the treaty. Thefe commiffion-
ers firfi: prefented memorials, containing reafons for the 

depofitio~ of their queen; and they feconded their rea-
fons with examples drawn ·from the Scottilh hiftory, with 
the authority of laws, and with the fentiments of many 
famous divines. The lofty ideas, which Elizabeth had 
entertained of the abfolute, indefeizable right of fovereigns, 
made her be fhocked with thefe republican topics; and 
fhe told the Scottifh commiffioners, that fhe was no-wife 
.fatisfied with their reafons for jufiifying the condua of 
their countrymen; and tha~ they might therefore, with-
out attempting any apoloo-y, proceed to open the condi-
tions, which they ' required for their fecurity r. They 
replied, that their commiffion did not empower them to 
treat of any terms, which might infringe the title and 
fovereignty of their young king; but they would gladly 
hear whatever propofals fhoulJ be made them by her ma-
je.fiy. The conditions, recommended by the queen, were 
not difadvantao-eous to Mary · but as the commiffioners 

b ' 
fhll infifi:ed, that they were not authorized to treat in any 

•manner, concerning the rcftoration of that princefs z, the 

d Spotfwood, p. 2.45• e Jbid, P• 2.47, 2.48. 
24~· g Haynes, p. 6z.3. 
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c H A P. conferences were necefTarily at an end ; and Elizab~th 
~ ~ifmiffed the Scotti£h commiffioncrs with injunB:ions, 

1571• that they £hould return, after having procured more ample 
powers from their parliament 11

• The bi£hop of Rofs 
' openly complained to the Engliili council, that they had 

abufed his mifi:refs by fair promifes and profeffions ; and 
Mary herfelf was no longer at a lofs to judge of Eliza

beth's infincerity. By reafon of thefe difappointments., 

matters came frill nearer to extremity between the two 
princeffes ; and the queen of Scots, finding all her 

hopes eluded, was more frrongly incited to make, at 

all hazards, every po.ffible attempt for her liberty and 

fecurity. 

AN incident alfo happened about this time, which 

tended to widen the breach between Mary and E lizabeth, 
and to encreafe the vigilance and jealoufy of the latter 
princefs. Pope Pi us V. who had fuccec:ded Paul, after hav

ing endeavoured in vain to conciliate by gentle means 
the friend£hip of Elizabeth, whom his predecefior's vio
lence had irritated, iffued at lafr a bull of excommunica
tion againfi: her, deprived her of all title to the crown, 

and abfolved her fubjeB:s from their oaths of allegiance i. 
It feems probable, that this attack on the qucen's au

thority was made in concert with Mary, who intended by 

that means to forward the northern rebellion; a mcafure 

which was at that time in agitation k. John Felton 
•affixed this bull to the gates of the bifhop of London's 

palace; and fcorning either to fly or deny the fact, he 

was feized, and condemned, and received the crown of 

martyrdom, for which he feems to have entertained fo 

violent an ambition 1• 

d Spotfwood, p. 249, zsc, &c. Lefley, p. 133, 136. Camden, p. 41'• 
432. i Camden, p. 427. k Ibid. P• 441, from Cajetanus·s 

life of Pius V. 1 Camden, p. 428, 
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A NEW parliament, after five years' interval, was af- c H A P. 

femblecl <'.t Wefrminfl:er; and as the queen, by the rage..___:~ 
of the pope agai11fl: her, was become frill more the head 157r •. 

• • 2.d of Apnl .. of the ruling party, 1t mtght be expected, both from this A parlia-
• 'd d f h d d . ment 1nc1 ent an rom er own pru ent an vigorous con- ~ 

duB:, that her authority over the two houfes would be 
abfolutely uncontroulable. It was fo in fact; yet is it 
remarkable, that it prevailed not without fome fmall op
pofition; and that too arifing chiefly from the height of 
zeal for protefl:antifm; a difpofition of the Englifh, 
which, in general, contributed extremely to encrcafe the 
qucen's popularity. We fhall be fomewhat particular in 
rebting :he tranfaClions of this feffion, becaufe they 
lhow, as well the extent of the royal power during that! 
age, as the character of Elizabeth and the genius of her 
government. It will be curious alfo to obferve the faint 
dawnings of the fpirit of liberty among the Englifh, the 
jealoufy with which that fpirit was repreffed by the rove
reign, the imperious condutl: which was maintained in 
oppofition to it, and the eafe \vith which it was fubdued 
by this arbitrary princefs. 

THE lord keeper, Bacon, after the fpeaker of the com
mons was eleB:ed, told the parliament, in the qucen's 
ftamc, that fhe enjoined them not to meddle with any 
matters of ftatc m: Such was his exprcffion; by which he 
probably meant, the quefiions of the queen's marriage 
and the fucceffion, about which they had before given 
her fome uneafinefs: For as to the other great points of 
governmerrt, alliances, peace and war, or foreign nego
ciations; no parliament in that age ever prcfumed to take 

them under confideration,. or quefrion, in thefe particulars,. 
the conduE! of their fovereign, or of his minifl:ers. 

IN the former parliament, the puritans had introduced 
feven bills for a farther reformation in religion; but they 

1:1 D'.Ewes, p. T 4x., 
had 
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C H A P. had not been able to prevail in any one of them n. Thi 
XL • 

,__.;._, houfe of commons had fat a very few day , when Stricland, 
.l1lo a member, revived one of the bills, that for the amend

ment of the liturgy 0 • The chief objetl:ion, which he 

mentioned~ was the fign of the cro~ in baptifm. Another 
member added, the kneeling at the facrament ; and 
remarked, that, ·r a pofiure of humiliation was requifite 

in that aa of devotion, it :r-·ere better, that the communi

cants iliould throw themfelves proftrate on he ground, in 
order to keep at the wid fr diftancc from former fuperfti-

ionP. 
RELIGIO • was a point, of ·hich Elizabeth was if 

poffibJe, fiill more jealous than of matter of fiate. he 
.pretended, that, in quality of fupreme he. d or governor 
of the church, ilie was fully empowered, by her preroga

tive alone, to decide all quefiion , which mi 0 ht ariie 

·ith regard to doctrine difcipli 1e, or :-:orlhip; and £h 
ever rould allow her parr aments fo much as to ta e 

thefe points into confide a::ion 11. The courtiers di not 

forget to infifi on this op" : The treafurer of the houfe
hold, though he allowed, that any herefy might be 
reprdfed by parliament, ( 2. conceffion wh ·eh feems to h~ · 
been rafh and unguar ed; fmcc the aa, im·efiing th 
crown with the fuprema y, or rathe- recog1 izing that 

rerogajve gaye the fo ·erei ;;!1 fu l power o refo m all 
erefies) yet he affirmed, h .tit belonged to the queen 

alone, as head of the church, t regula e e .. ery quefiion 
of ceremony in wo:-fh·p r. The comp·roller f conded 

this :1r; ment ; infified on t .e ex ten: of - . quecn's pre
r ga ·vc; and faicl, that the ho' fe might, from fo:-mer 
e.·arnples, ha ·e taken warning not o m die with fuch 
m::..ters. One Pi!to.:- o: pofed t.le · re 1onfirance of the 

cour:iers. He , .. ., s fcaz.d .... !z d he f: id, h : df~: rs of 

Ii D' .... ~>, • l 5• 
~ r·. p 15 • 
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u infinite confequence (namely, neeling and making C H ..\ • 

he fign of the crof:) lhould be paffed o er fo lightly.~.:_, 
hefe quelHons, he added, concern the falvation of fouls, 157 • 

nd int reft every one more deep]y than the monarchy of 
hole orld. hi caufe he lh ed to be he ea fe 

f God; the reft ere all but terrene, yea trifl s ·n com
parifon, call them ever fo great: Subfidies, crown , 
~ingdom , he ' e ot ha ·eight they had, hen 
laid in the balance --ith fuhje& of fuch unfpeakable 
mportance '. hough the zeal of this member feem to 

"e n highl appro ed of the houfe, overawed by .P 

rerogati ~e, ·o ed upon the quell-ion, that a petit"o 
iho Jd be prefented to her majefiy, for her licence to pro
ceed farther in this bill ; and in the mean time, that they 
ihould fl:op all deb.te or rcafoning concerning it t. 

ATTERS :ould probably ha e r ... fted here, had no 
ne queen been fo hi~hl · offended :ith tridand's re-

,.u ption, moving the bill for reformation of 
·r rg , hat :ilie fummon d him efore the council, and 

pr hi ited him t enceforth from appearing in the houfe 
f ommons . That a& of o "·er was too vi lent e en 

for t is fubmiffi •e par!iat ent to endure. Carleton took 
.~tice of the m tt r; complaine th t the !ibe ties of the 

fe ere in aded ; obferve ' th t Stricland was not a 
pri\ate man b t rcpr fented a m lti de; and mo ·ed, 
t ~ he might be fcnt for, and, if he were guil y of 
;aJ ~· o nee, might nf er for it at t e bar of .e houfe., 

hi__ • infinuated t be the only comp tent tribuna "'· 
l erton e 1forced t e pr· nciples of liberty with fl"U 

;:,r..... r ldn ·f. He faid, that the prcce ent ·as dan-
ero : And Jough "nth's happy time of lenity, among 
o man.· 

0
00d and ho ... ourable perfonages as were at pre

cnt i ve ed ith auth r"ty, noth.ng of extremit r 

£ D'E es, I 6. t J • , P• 16;. Ibid. F• Ii5• 
Ib" • 
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c H A P. injury was to be apprehended; yet the times might alter; 
~what now is permitted, might hereafter be confrrued as 

1571. duty, and might be enforced even on the ground of the 
prefent permiffion. He added, that all matters not 

treafonable, or which implied too much derogation of the 
imperial crown, might, without offence, be introduced 
into parliament; where every quefiion that concerned the 
community mufl: be confidered, and where even the right 

of the crown itfelf mufl: :finally be determined. He 
remarked, that men fat not in that houfe in . their private 
capacities, but as eleB:ed by their country; and though 

it was proper, that the prince fhould- retain his prerogative, 

yet was that prerogative limited by law: As the fovcrcign 

could not of himfelf make laws, neither could he break 

them, merely from his own authority x. 

'T'HESE principles were popular, and noble and gener
ous; but the open affertion of them was, at that time~ 
fomewhat new in England: And the courtiers were more 

warranted by prefent praCtice, when they advanced a 

contrary doB:rine. The treafurer warned the houfe to be 

cautious in their proceedings ; neither to venture farther 
than thc~r affured w:1rrant might extend, nor hazard 
their good opinion with her majcfiy in any doubtful caufe. 
The member, he faid, whofe attendance they required1 

was not rcftrained on account of any liberty of fpeech, but 

for h:s exhibiting a bill in the houfe againfi the prerogative 
of the queen; a temerity which was not to he tolerated. 
And he concluded with obferving, that even fpeeches, 

made in that houfe, had been quefiioned and examined by 

the fovcreign v. Clecre, another. member, remarked, 

tha.t the fo•/ere:gn·s prerogative is not fo much as clifput

:!.b1c, antl that the fafety of the q uccn is the fafety of the 

ft.bjcn:. He added, that, in quefrions of divinity, every 
m;::n \vas for h.is inH:ruCl:ion to repair to his ordinary ; and 

x D'Ewes, p. 175, 1;6. Y Ibid. p. I75• 
he 
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he' feems to inftnuate, th.at the bilhops thcrrifelves, for c H A P. 
their infhuB:i~n, muft repair to the q uecn z. Fleetwood ~ 
obferved, that, in his memory, he knew a man, who, in 15;•· 
the fifth of the preferit queen~ had been called to account 
for a fpeech in the houfe. But left this example iliould 
be deemed too recent, he would inform them, from the 
parliament rolls, that, in the reign of Henry V. a bi:lhop 
was committed to prifon by the king's command, on 
account of his freedom of fpeech ; and the parliament pre-
fumed not to go farther than to be humble fuitors for him: 
In the fubfequent reign the fpcaker himfelf was committed, 
with another member; and the houfe found no other 
remedy than a like fubmiffive application. He advifed 
the houfe to have recourfe to the fame expedient; and not 
to prefume either to fend for their member, or demand 
him as of right a. During this fpeech, tho1e members of 
the privy-council who fat in the houfe, whifpered toge
ther; upon which the fpeakcr moved, that the houfe 
ihould make fray of all farther proceedings: A motion, 
which \vas immediately complied with. The queen, 
finding that the experiment, which :lhe had made, was 
likely to excite a great ferment, faved her honour by this 
filcnce of the houfe; and left the quef!:ion might be re- · 
fumed, !he fent next day to Stricland her pcrmiilion to 
give his attendance in parliament b. 

NOTWITHSTANDING this rebuke from the throne, the 
zeal of the commons frill engaged the~n to co.:-ltinue the 
cifcuffion of thofe other bills which regarded religion; 
but they were interrupted by a {till more arbitrary pro
ceeding of the queen, in which the lords condefcended to 
be her infirument. This houfe fent a t-r:.cffi1gc to the 
commons, ddi.ring that a committee might attend the: . . 
Some members were accordingly appointed f:Jr that pur
pofe; and the upper houfe informed tL .. m, tha~ the 

z D'Ewes, p. 175• 
VoL. V, 
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cHAr. quecn's majefty, being· informed of the articles of reform
~ ation which they had canvaffed, approved of them, in 

:J.571. tended to publi:lh them, and to make the bHhops execute 

them, by virtue of her royal authority, as fupreme head 
of the church of England : But that :lhe would not per
mit them to be treated of in parliament c. The houfe,. 

though they did not entirely ftop proceedings on account 

of this injunB:ion, feem to have been nowife ofFended at 
fuch hauglity treatment ; and in the iffue all the bills 

came to nothing. 
A MOTioN, made by Robert Bell, a puritan,. again!l: 

an exclufive patent granted· to a company of merchants in 
Briftol d, gave al fo occafion to fcveral remarkable inci
dents. The queen, fome days after the motion was 
made, fent her orders by the mouth of the fpeaker, com
manding the houfe to fpend little time in motions, and: 

to avoid long fpeeches. All the members underfiood,.. 

that fhe had been offended, becaufe a matter had been 
moved, whi~h feemed to touch her prerogative e. Fleet

wood accordi"1~b1y fpoke of this delicate fubjeCl:. He 
obferveJ, that the queen had· 2.- prerogative of granting 
patents; tl.1at to quefrion the validity of any patent was · 
to invade the roval prerogative ; that all foreign trade 
w~s entirely fubjeCl:ed to the pleafure of the fovereign; 

that even the fratute, which· gave liberty of commerce, 

:!dmitted of all prohibitions from the crown; and that 
the prince, when he granted an exclufive patent, only 
(.mployed the povver vefred in him, and prohibited all 

others from dealing in any particular branch of com
merce. He quoted the clerk of the parliament's book to: 

prove, that no man might fpeak in parliament of the fra
tute of wills, unlefs the king firft gave licence; becaufe 
the fOY,a} prerogati\'e in the warJs was thereby touched. 

H~ fi1cwed 1ikewifc the ftatutes of Edward I. Ed\\'ard Ill.· 

c Ibid. P·. I 59• 
~u~· 
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2nd Henry IV. with a faving of the pretogatlve. And c H A P. 
,in Edward VI.'s time, the protector was applied to) for~ his allowance to mention matters of prerogative f. '57'• 

SIR HuMPHREY GILBERT, the gallant and renowned 
{ea-adventurer, carried thefe topics frill farther. He en
deavoured to prove the mntion made by Bell to be a vain 
device, and perilous to be treated of; fince it tended td 
the derogation of the prerogative imperial, which who
ever ihould attempt fo much as in fancy, could not, he 
faid, be otherwife accounted than ah open enemy. For 
what difference is there between faying, that the queen 
Is not to ufe the privilege of the crown, and faying that 
1he is n t queeh? And though experience has £hewn fo 
much clemency in her majefty, as might, perhaps, make 
the fubjetl:s forget their duty; it is not good to fport or 
venture too much with princes. He reminded them of 
the fable of the hare, who, upon the proclamation, that 
all horned beafts fuould depnrt the court, immediately 
fled, left his ears fhould be con:{hued to be horns ; and 
by this apologue he feems to infinuate, that even thofe 
who heard or permitted fuch dangerous fpceches, would 
not themfelves be entirely free from danger. He defired 
them to beware, left, if they meddled farther with thef~ 
matters, the queen might look to her own power; and 
Ending herfelf able to fupptefs their challenged liberty; 
and to exert an arbitrary authority, might imitate the 
example of Lewis XI. of Ftance, wlio, as he termed it, 
-<lelivered the crown from wardihip 2

• 

THOUGH this fpeech gave fame difguft, no body, at 
the time, replied any thing, but that Sir Humphrey mif
took the meaning of the houfe, and of the member who 
fnade the motion : They never had any other purpofe,. 
than to reprefent their grievances, in due and feemly 
form, unto her majefty. But in a fubfequent debate, 

t; Ibid. p. 16 , 
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c H A P. Peter "\Ve1'ltworth, a man· of a fuperior free fpirit, calle<l

~~~ that ft>eech an infult on the houfe; noted Sir Humphrey's 

•s7x., difpofition to flatter and fawn on ,the prince; compared 

him to the cameleon, which can change itfelf into all 

colours, except white; and recommended to the houfe,. 

a due care of liberty of fpeech ; and of the pri .ileges of 

earliament h. It appears, on the whole, that the rnotioa 

againfr the exclufive patent had no effect. Bell, the 

member who firft introduced it was fcnt for by the coun

cil, and was feverely reprimanded for hi~ temerity. I-:Ie 

returned to the houfe with fuch an amazed cou:ntenance1 

that all the members, well informed of the reafon, were 

frruck with terror; and during fome time, no one ilurft. 

rife to fpeak of any matter of importance, for fear of giv- · 

ing offence to the queen and the council. Even after the 

fears of the commons were fomewhat abated, the mem

bers fpoke with extreme precaution ; and by employing 

mofl: {)f their difcourfe in preambles and apologies, they 

fuc·wcd their confcious terror of the rod which hung over 

them. \Vherever any delicate point was touched, though 

ever fo gently; nay fecmcd to be approached, though at 

ever fo gr at a difbnce, the whifper ran about the houfe, 

" The queen will be offended; the council will be ax

" tremely difpleafed :" And by thefe furmizes men were 

warned of the danger, to which they expofcd themfelves. 

It is remarkable, that the patent, which the queen de

fended with fuch imperious violence, was contrived for 

the profit of four courtiers, and was attended :with the 

utter ruin of fev~n or eight d ioufand of her indufirious 

fubj etis i. • . 

zgth May. THus, evc.ry thir~g, \.Yhich paired the two houfes, was 

cxtrcme~y re!pcB:ful and fubmiffive; yet did ~he queen 

th~nk it incumbent on her, at the conclufion of the !ef

fion; to check, and that with great ieverity, thofe feebl~ 

h D'.Ewes, p. I7"• i lbid, P• Z4Zo 

efforts 
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clfort of liberty, which had appeared in the motio1 s and c 
fpeeches of fame members. 'I'hc lord keeper toiJ the,_,~··-,
commons, in her majeity's name, that, though the ma
jority of the lower houfe had lhe\-rn themfelvcs, in their 
proceedings, difcrcet and t1 utifu1, yet a few of them had 

difcovercid a contrary characler, and had jai ly merited
the reproach of audacious, arrogant, and prefit~'Fl 1 tuous :• 
Contrary to their duty, both as fubjecl:s and parliament
men, nay contrary to the c:xprcfs injunCl:ions giv~n ttlet 

from the throne at the beginning of the fcffion; injunc
tions, which it might well become them to have better 
attended to; they had prefumed to caB in qt.efi:ion her 
majefi:y's grants and prerogatives. But her majefry warns 
them, that, fxnce they will thus wilfully forget them
felves, they are otherwife to be admonifucd: Some other 
fpccies of corretl:ion mufr be found for them ; fince nei
ther the commands of her majefty, nor the example of 
their wif~r brethren, can reclaim their audacious arro
gant, and prefumptuous fo1Iy, by w.hich they are thus 
l~d to meddle with what nowifc belongs to them, and 
what lies not within the compais of their undedlanding k. 

IN all thcfe tranfaB:ions appears clearly the opin!on, 
which Elizabeth h~d entertained of the duty and autho
rity of parliaments. They were not to convafs any mat
ters of fi:ate : Still lcfs were they to meddle with the 
church. Qycitions of either kind were far abo\'e their, 
read?, and were appror riatcd to the prince alone, or to 
thofe councils and minifter , with whom he was p cafcd
to entruft them. What then was the office of parlia
ments ? 'I'hey might give directions for the due tanning 
of leather, or milling of cloth; for the prefervation of 
pheafants and partridges ; for the reparation of bridges 
~nd highways ; for the puniihme~t of vagabonds or com
lP?n beggars. Regulations concerning the police of th ·, 

k . 'EwesJ p. 15 J~ 
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c H A P • country came properly under their infpeCl:ion ; and the 

~laws of this kind, which they prefcribed, had, if not a 

1 57 1 • greater, yet a more durable authority, than thofe which 

were derived folely from the proclamations of the fove

reign. Precedents or reports could fix a rule for decifions 

in private property, or the punifhment of crimes ; but no 

~Iteration or innovation in the municipal law could pro~ 

ceed from any other fource than the parliament; nor 

would the courts of juftice be induced to change their 

eftabliihcd ppCl:ice by an order of council. But the moft 

acceptable part of parliamentary proceedings was the 

granting of fubfidies; the attainting and punifhing of the 

obnoxious nobility, or any minifter of ftate after his fall i 

the countenancing of fuch great efforts of power, as 

might be deemed fomewhat exceptionable, :when they pro

ceeded entirely from the fovereign. . The redrefs of grie

vances was fometimes promifed to the people; but feldom 

could have place, while it was an efiabli!hed rule, that 

the prerogatives of the crown muft not be abridged, or fo 

much as quefiioned and examined in parliament. Even 

though monopolies and exclufive companies had already 

reached an enormous height, and were every day encreaf

ing, to the defrruB:ion of a1lllberty, and extinB:ion of all 

indufiry; it was criminal in a member to propofe, in the 

mofi: dutiful and regular manner, a parliamentary appli

cation againfr any of them. 

THESE maxims of government were not kept fecret by 

Elizabeth, or fmoothcd over by any fair appearances or 

plaufible pretences. They v:ere openly avowed in her 

fpeeches and mefTages to parliament; and were accom

panied with all the haughtinefs, nay fomctimes bittcrnefs, 

of expreffion, which the meanefi: fcrvant could look for 

from his offended maficr. Yet notwithfianding this con

duct, Elizabeth continued to be the mofi: popular fove

rcign th~t ever !wayed tpc fcepter of England ; bccaufe 

the 
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the maxims of her reign were conformable to the princi- c H A P. ~pies of the times, and to the opinion, generally entertained~ with regard to the confritution. The continued en- 1571• croachments of popular affemblies -on Elizabeth's fuc-celfors have fo changed our ideas in thefe matters, that the paffag~s above mentioned appear to us extremely cu· -rious, and even at firfl: furprifing; but they were fo little 

remarked, during the time~ that neither Camden, though a contemporary writer, nor any other hifl:orian, has taken any notice Qf them. .So abfolute, indeed, was the au
thority of the .crown, that the precious fpark of liberty had been kindled, and was preferved, by the ..puritans 
alone; and it was to this feel:, whofe principles appea-r fo 
frivolous and habits fo ridiculous, that the Engiilh owe the whole freedom of their confl:itution. ACtuated by 
~that zeal which belongs to innovators, and by the cour .. 
age which enthufiafm infpires, they hazarded the utmoft -indignation of their fovereign ; and employing all thci jndufrry to be elected into parliament; a matter not difficult, while a feat was rather regarded as a burthen than 
an advantage 1

; they firfl: acquired a majority in that af
fembly, and then obtained <m afccndant OJ/tr t 11c chur:ch 
and monarchy. 

THE followi11g were the princip?J laws enacted thi$ {effion. It was dc,clared treafon, Juring the li e-tin:c of the queen, to affirm., that {he w;:3 not the l.nvful [evereign, or that any other pofl{:t.~J a preferable title, or that lhe was a hcr"tic, fchifm.atic, or infidct, or that the laws and fi:at.ut s cannot limi~ an'l determine the right of he 
crown aml the fucceflor thereof: To maintain · n vriting 
or printing, tht~t any perfor , excel t the natw al f(Jite of ~er bouy, is or ought to be the queen's heir or fucc fi(jr, fulJccreJ the perfon and all his abettors, for the fidl: of-

I lt appeared this feffion, tht~t a hnbe of four pounis ha l been given to a n.;yor fur a. feat in pnliament, D' E.wes, P• I & 1. It is probable, that 1hc m~mber h•d no oti1er "icw than the privdc;;e of being f1ee from arre{ls. ,. 4 fe~ce, 
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c H A P. fence, to imprifonmcnt during a year, and to the forfei ... 

~ ture of half their goods: The fecond offence fubjeCl:ed 

1571. them to the penalty of a prcmunire m, This law was 

plainly leveled againfi the queen of ~cots and her 'parti ... 

~ans; and implied an avowal, that Elizabeth never in

tended •to declare he~ fucceffor. It m~y be noted, that 

the ufual phrafe of lawful iffue, which the parliament 

thon~ht indecent tow'ards the queen, as if fhe could be 

fuppofcd to have any other, was changed into that o~ 1!a

tural ijfue. But this alteration was . the fource of plea

f<mtry during the time; and fome perfons fufpceted a . 

deeper defign, as if Leicefl:er , intended,' in' cafe of the 

queen's demifc, to proJuce fame· bafianl of his own, and 

affirm that he was her offspring n. 

IT was alfo . enacred, that whofoever by bulls !hould 

publifu abfolutions or other refcripts cf the pope, or 

ihould, by means of them, reconcile any man to the 

church of Rome, fuch offenders, as v:ell as thofe who 

were fo reconciled, fhould be guilty of treafon. The 

penalty of a prcmunire \"\'as impofed on every one who 

imported any fignu~· Dei, crucifix, or fuch other imple

ment of fuperttition, confecratcd by the pope 0
• The 

former laws againfr ufury, were enforced .by a new fra

tute P. A fupply of one f ubfidy and two fifteenths was 

granted by parliament. The q uecn, as {he was deter

h:.ined to yield to them none of her power, was very eau-· 

tious of afking them for a'ny fupply. She endeavoured, 

either by a rigid fr~gality to make her ordinary revenues 

fuffice for the neceffities of the crown, or 1hc employed 

her prerogative, and procured rr.oney y the granting oi 
patents, monopolies, or by fomc fuch ruinous expe~ 

uient. 
!'HoUGH Elizabeth poffdfed fuch uncontrouled autho 

rity over her parliaments, ar:d fuch c:»tcnfive influence 

m 13 Eliz. c, Io 

P Ibid. c. 8. 
n Camden, p. 436. o 13 Eliz. c. z.; 

over 
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over her people; though during a courfe of thirteen c H A P. 

years, lhe had maintained the publi~ tranquillity, which~ 
was only interrupted by the hafl:y and ill-concerted infur- 1571.. 

l"Cction in the north ; fhe was ftill kept in great anxiety~ 
and felt her. throne perpetually 'totter under her. The 
violent commotions, excited ' in Franc~ and the Low 
Countr'es, a well as in Scotland, feemed in one view to 

.fccure her againft any difturbance ; but they ferved, on· 
more reflection, to infi-ruCl: her in the clanger of her fitu-
ation, when ihe !emarked, that England, no lefs than 
thcfc neighbouring countri~s, contained tlie feeds of in-
tefrine difcord; the differences of religious opinion, and 
the furious intolerance anc,i allimofity of the oppofite fec-
I • • . 
pncs. 

' THE league, formed at Bayonne in I s66 for the ex- Ci vil wm 
· · f h 11 l d b I d d r of F ranee. termmatiOn o t e proteHants, 1a not cen cone u e 10 

fccretly bu_t intelligence of it h'}d reached Conde, Co-
~igni, and the other leader~ of the h.ugonots; and find-
ing, that the mcafurcs of the court agreed with t~eir 
fufpicions, they determined to prevent the !=ruel perfidy 
~f their enemies, and to itrike a blow before the catl)olics 

were aware of the danger. The hugonots, though dif-
i)erfed over the ~;hole kingdom, formed a kind of feparate 
empire; and being clofely united, as well by their rcli .. 

~ious zeal, as by the dangers to which they were perpe-

tually expofed, they obeyed with e~tirc fu ?miffion the 
orders of their l~aders, and were ready on every :fignal to 

fly to arms. The king and queen mother were living in 
great fccu~·ity at l\1onceaux in Erie; when they (ound . 
thcmfclvcs furroundcd by protefl:ant troops, which haJ. 
fecrctly marched thither from all q~tarter~ ; and had not 
a body of Sv~ifs 'come hafl:iiy to their relief, and condutl:cd , 
them with great intrepidity to ~aris, they mufi: have 
fallen, without refifbncc, into the hands of the malcon-

cnts. A battle was ~ftcn:anl~ fought m the plains of 

St. 
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c H A P. St. Dennis; where, though the old confl:able Montmo·• 
~ rency, the general of the catholics, was killed combating 

-l57Z. bravely at the head of his troops, the hugonots were 
finally defeated. Conde, collecHng his broken troops, 
and receiving a {l:rong reinforcement from the German 
protefrants, appeared again in the field ; and laying fiege 
to C~artres, a place of great importance, obliged the 

court to agree to a new accommodation. 

So great was the mutual animofity of thofe religionifl:s, 
that even had the leaders on both fides been ever fo fin
cere in their intentions for peace, and repofed ever fo 
much confidence in each other, it would have been diffi

cult to retain the people in tranquillity; much more, 
where fuch extreme jealoufy prevailed, and where the 

court employed every pacification as a fnare for their ene
mies. A plan was laid for feizing the perfon of the 
prince and admiral ; who narrowly efcaped to Rochelle, 
and fummoned their partizan~ to their affifrance 0

, The 

civil wars were renewed with greater fury than ever, and 
the parties became frill more exafperated againfr each 
other. The young duke of Anjou, brother to the king, 
commanded the forces of the catholics; and fought in 

1569 a great battle at Jarnac with the hugonots, where 
the prince of Conde was killed, and his army defeated. 

This difcomfiture; with the lofs of fo great a leader, re

duced not the hugonots to defpair. The admiral frill 
fupported t~e caufe ; and having placed at the head of the 
protefrants the prince of N avarre, then fixteen years of 
.age, and the young prince of Conde, he encouraged the. 
party rather to periili bravely in the field, than ignomi~ 
nioufly by the hands of the executioner. He colleCl:ed 
fuch numbers, fo determined to endure every extremity, 

that he was enabled to make head againfi the duke of 

q Davila, .lib. 4• 
Anjou; 
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Anjou ; and being flrengthened by a new reinforcement c H A P. of Germans, he obliged that prince to retreat and to di~ __.:~ vide his forces. 

JHI· 
CoLIGNI then laid fiege to Poiticrs; and as the eyes 

of all France were fixed on this enterprize, the duke of 
Guife, emulous of the renown, which his father had ac
quired by the defence of Metz, threw himfelf into the 
place, and fo animated the garrifon by his valour and 
conducr, that the admiral was obliged to raife the fiege. 
·Such was the commencement of that unrivaled fame and 
grandeur, afterwards attained by this duke of Guife. 
The attachment, which all the catholics had borne to his 
father, was immediately transferred to the fon; and men 
pleafed themfelves in comparing all the great and fuining 
qualities, which feemed, in a manner, hereditary in that 
family. Equal in affability, in munificence, in addrefs, 
in eloquence, and in every quality, which engages the 
affections of men; equal alfo in valour, in conducr, in 
enterprize, in capacity; there feemed only this difference 
between them, that the fon, educated in more turbulc 1t 
times, and finding a greater diffolution of all law and 
order, exceeded the father in ambition and temerity, and 
was engaged in entcrprizes Hill more ddl:ruB:ive to the 
authority of his fovcreign and to the repofc of his native 
country. 

ELIZABETH, who kept her attention fixed on the civil 
£ommotions of France, was nowife plcafed with this new 
rife of her enemies, the Guifes ; and being anxious for 
the fate of the proteflanfs, whofe intercfi-s were conneCted 
with her own r, ihe was engaged, notvithfrand:ng her 
avcrf:on from all rebellion, and from all oppofition to the 
will of the fovereign, to give them fecrctly fame affifr
ancc. Befides employing h, r authority with th~ Ger
man princes, lhe lent money to the q 1. een of N a varrt>, 

r !Iaynes1 p. 471• 

and 
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C H A P. and received fome jewels 'a pledges for t e ,loan. An 

~ fue perm!tted Henry Champernon to Ic:'vy, a ,a t.ranfpo.ct XL. · 

JS?r'. over into France, a regiment of an· hundred gentlemen 
' volunticrs; aruong whom Walter R~lcigh,. then a young 

man,. begau to difringuifu himfelf, in that great fchoo! 

of military val, ltr '· The admiral, conftr2ined by the 

impatience of his troops, and by the difficulty o fubfill

ing them, fought with the duke of Anjou the-- battie cf 
Moncontour in PoiEtou, wher h was wounded and de
teated. ;J'hc court of France,. notwitnff: cling their fre

quent experience of the obfrin:lcy of the mgonots7 and 

the vigour of Coligni, vainly flattered t 1emfelves7 that 

the force of the rcbds was at la:fr finally annihilated · and 

they neglected farther preparations againft a foe, who,. 

they thought, could never more become dangerous~ 
'rhey were furprized to hear,. that this leadeF had appear
ed, without difmay, in another quarter of the kingdom; 

liad encouraged the young princes, whom he governed, 

to equal conftancy; had affembled an army; had taken 

. the field; :md wa even ihong enough to threaten Pari • 

The public finances, diminifhcd by the continued difor

dcrs of the kin~dom:)' and wafted by fo many fruidc~. 
military cntcrprizes, could no longer bear the charge of 
a ~ew armament ; and the king,. notwithfianding hi· ex

treme animofi.ty againfr the hugonots,. was obEged, in 

I 570, · to conclude an accomm9dation with them, to 

grant them a pardon for all paft ofFences, and to renew 

the ediCts for liberty of confcience. 
!'HoUGH a pacification was fecming1y concluded, the 

mind of Charle's wa.s no wife reconcileu to his rebelliou 
fubjeB:s; and this accommodation, like all th~ foregoing, 

was nothing but a fnare, by which the perfidious court 

~1ad projctl:ed to defiroy at once, without danger, all its 

~.ormidab.le enemie?. As th~ two young prin~cs, th~ ad,-

roiral: 
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miral, end the other leaders · of the "hugonots, inil.-rucred C H A P, 
y pail: experience, difcovered an extreme difhufr of the ~ 

king.,s intention .. , and ·cpt thcmfelves in fccurity, at a 1571• 
iftance, all poffible a.rtifices were employed to remove 

their apprehenfions, -and convince them of the fmcerity 
o·- the new counfels, which fcemed to be embraced. The 
tcnn f the nea C· Were religioufly obferved to them ; the 
toleration was fuicHy maintained · all attempts, tnade by 
the zealQus catholic to infringe it wer. ]:?Unifhed with 
feverity; offi es, and favours, and hpnour~ were bef!:ow~ 
ed 'On the prjncipal nobility among the protefhnts ; .and 
the king and ouncil every where declar.ecl that, tired of 
civi diforders, and convinced of the impoffibility of 
forcing men,s confciences they were t?enceforth deter
mined to allow e,·ery one the free exercife of his religion. 

A:MONG the other artifice~, employed to lull the pro
teilants into a fatal fecurity, Charles affected to enter into 
clofe conneCtions with Elizabeth; and as it fecmed not 
the .interefl: of France to forward the union of. the two 
kingdoms of Great Britain, that princefs the more eafil y 
flattered herfelf, that- the French monarch would prefer 
her fricnd.ihip to that of the queen of Scots. The better 
to deceive her, propofa1s of marriage were m~dc her with 
the duke of Anjou; ~ prince whofe youth, beauty, c.nd 
reputation for valour might naturally be fuppofed to re-
commend him to a woman, who had appeared not alto-
gether infenfible to tb.efc t:ndowments. 1'he queen 
immcdiatrly founded on this offer the projeet of deceiving . 
the court of France; and being intent on that artifice, fhe "' 
laid herfelf the more open to be deceived. Negociations 
were entered into with regard to the marriage ; terms of 
the contract were propofecl; difficulties fiartcd and re-
moved; and the two courts, equally infincere, thoug~ 
not ~qual]y culpable, fecmcd to approach every day nearer 
to ~ach other in their dcmaacls and conceffions. The great 

obfb.cle 

, I" 
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C H A P. obfiacle feemed to lie in adjufl:ing the difference of reli_: 
XL. 
~ gion; becaufe Elizabeth, who recommended toleration to 

1571, Charles, was determined not to grant it in her own do

minions, not even to her hu£band; and the duke of Anjou 

Jcemed unwilling to fubmit, for the fake of intereft, to 
the difhonour of an apoftacy t. 

Countdes. 

THE artificial politics of Elizabeth riever triumphed fo 

lnuch in any contrivances as in thofe which were con

joined with her coquetry; and as her charaCter in this 

particular was generally known, the court bf France 

thought, that they might, without danger of forming 

any final conclufion, venture the farther in their concef

fions and offers to her. The queen alfo had other motives 

for diffimulation. Befides the advantage of difcouraging 

Mary's partizans by the profpetl: of an alliance betweert 

France and England, her fituation with Philip demanded 

her utmoft vigilance and attention ; and the violent 

authority, eftabliilied in the Low Countries, made her 

defirous of fortifying herfelf even with the bare appearance 

of a new confederacy. 

THE theological controverfies, which had long agitated 

Europe, had from the beginning, penetrated into the Low 

Countries; and as thefe provinces maintained an exten

five commerce, they had early received from every king

dom, with which they correfponded, a tincture of 

religious innovation. An opinion at that time prevailed, 

which had been zealoufly propagated by priefts, and 

implicitly received by fovereigns; that hertfy was clofely 

conneCted with rebellion, and that every great or violent 

alteration in the church involved a like revolution in the 

ftate and civil government. The forward zeal of the 

reformers would feldom allow them to wait the confent 

of the magiftrate to their innovations : They became lef~ 

t Camden, p. 433· Davila1 lib. S• 

P· 84> uo, l:II. 
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dutiful when oppofed . and puniilied: And though theirc ~t P. 
pretended fpirit of reafoning and enquiry was in reality~ 
nothing but a new fpecies of implicit faith, the prince 1

571
" 

took the alarm; as if no infiitutions could be fecure from 
the temerity' of their refearches. The emperor Charles, 
who propofed to augment his authority under pret~nce of 
defending the catholic faith, eafily adopted thefe poli-
tical principles; and notwithfianding the limited preroga-
tive, which he poffeffed in the Netherlands, he publifued 
the mofi arbitrary, fevere, and tyrannical ediB:s againft 
the protefiants ; and he took care that the execution of 
tliem fliould be no lefs violent and fanguinary. He was 
neither cruel nor bigotted in his natural difpofition; yet 
an hifiorian, celeBrated for moderation and caution, has 
computed, that, in the feveral perfecutions promoted by 
that monarch, no lefs than an hundred thoufand perfons 
perifued by the hands of the executioner u. But thefe 
fevere remedies, fo far from anfwering the purpofes in-
tended, had rather ferved to augment the numbeis as well 
as zeal of the reformers; and the magifirates of the feveral 
towns, feeing no end of thofe barbarous executions, felt 
their humanity rebel againfi their principles, and declined 
any farther perfecution of the new doctrines. 

WHEN Philip fucceedcd to his father's dominions, the 
Flemings w~re jufily alarmed with new apprehenfion!:i ; 
lefi their prince, obferving the lenity cf the magifiratcs, 
fhould take the execution of the edicts from fuch remits 
hands, and iliould eftabliili the i:.quifr:on in the Low 
Countries, accompanied with all the iniquities and bar
barities which attended it in Spain. The fevcre anJ un
relenting character of the man, his profe.fl'-d attachment 
to Spaniili manners, tbe inflexible bigotry cf his p:·inci-

u Grotii Annal. lib. r. Father Paul, another £!Cl~ authori·y, corrpt tc!., 
in a paffdge above cittd, that so,oco perfon~ were put tu de.1t h m the Low Countries iilone. 

plcs; 
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C H A 1'. pies; all thefc circuni.frances ei1crcafed their terror: And 

,~ when he departed the N ctherlands, with a declared inten-

lS71• tion never to return, the difgufr of the inhabitants was 

extremely augmented, and their dread of thofe tyrannical 

orders, which their fovereign, furrounded with Spanifh mi., 

nifl:ers, would iffue from his cabinet at 1\~adrid. He left 

the dutchefs of Parma governefs of tne Low Countries; 

and the plain good fenfe and good temper of that princefs, 

had !he been entrufl:ed with the foie power, would have 

prcferved the fubmiffion of thofe opulent provinces, which 

were lofr from that refinement of treacherous and barba ... 

rous politics, on which Philip fo highly valued himfelf., 

The Flemings found, that the name alone of regent 

remained with the dutchef!»; that Cardinal Granville en

tirely poffeffed the King's confidence; that attempts were 

every day made on their liberties; that a refolution wa. 

taken never more to affemblc the fratcs ; that new 

bifhoprics were arbitrarily erected, in order to enforce the 

execution of the perfecuting ediCts ; and that on the 

whole, they muft expect to be reduced to the condition of 

a province under the Spanii11 monarchy. The difcontents 

of the nobility gave countenance to the complaints of the 

gentry, which encouraged the mutiny of the populace; 

and all orders of men fho\vcd a frrong difpofition to revolt. 

Affociations were formed, tumultuary petitions prefented, 

names of difiinttion aflum d, badges of party difplayed -; 

and the current of the people, impelled by religious zeal, 

and irritated by feeble reilftance, rofc to fuch a height, 

that, in feveral towns, particul2.rly in Antwerp, they made 

an open invafion on the cfi:ablifhed worfhip, pillaged the 

churches and monai1eries, broke the images, a1id corn

mitt d the mafi: unvv:!rrantablc diforders. 

THE wifer part of the nobility, particularly the prince 

of Orange, and the counts Egmont and Horn, ·were 

-.l~n 1eJ at thcf exceffi 3, ~o which their o·.vn diflontcnts 

had 
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had at firit given ccunten:1ncc; and fecondin
0 

the wifdom c H A P. 

of the govcrnefs, they fupprefled the clang rous infurrcc-~ 
tions, punifhed the ringleade!'s, and reduced all the pro- I5i 1. 

vinces to a P.:ate of order and fubmi:fiion. But Philip was 

not contented with the re-db.bliilimCI1t of his ancient uu-

93 

thority : He confidered, that pro\·inces, fo remote from the 
feat of government, cou!d not be ruled by a limited pre-

rogative; and that a prince, who mufl: entreat rather than 
command, would neceffarily, when he refided not among 
the people, feel every day a diminution of hi power and 

inRuence. He determined, therefore, to lay hold of the 
late popular diforders as a pretence for entirely abolifhing 
the privileges of the Low Country provinces ; and for 
ruling them thenceforth with a military and arbitrary 
authority. 

IN the execution of this vio!cnt d~fign, he employed a 
inan, who was a proper inihument in the hands of fuch 
a tyrant. Ferdinand ofToledo, duke of Alva, had been 
educated amidfi arms; and having attained a confummate 

knowledge in the military art, his habits led him to tranf
fer into all government the fevere difcipline of a camp, 
and to conceive no meafures betwe;n prince and fubjeB:, 
but thofe of rigid command and implicit obedience. This 
general, in 1568, conduCl::ed from Italy to the Low 
Countries a powerful body of veteran Spaniards; and his 

nvowed animofity to the Flcmings, 7itli his known cha
tatler, ftruck that \vhole people \:ith tcri-or and confier-
1ation. It belonas not to our fub:,ca to relate at length b • 

thofe violences, \vhich Alva's natural barbarity, fieeled 

by reReCl::ion, and aggravated by infolc~ce, exercifed on 
thofe Rourifhing provinces. It fufficcs to fay, that all 
their privileges, the gift of fo many pr!ncc:;, ~nd the in
heritance of fo many ages, were opet~!y and e.'prefsly 
boliihed by ediec · 2rbitrary and fanr:-uinary tribunals 

' 0 • 

erected; the couHts Egment anJ Horn, in fpitc of their 
VoL. V, 0 gte~ 
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c ~t P. great merits and pafl: Cervices, brought to the fcafFo1d ; 

'--.,--J multitudes of all ranks thrown into confinement, ancl 

l51 1 • thence delivered over to the executioner :. And notwith

franding the peaceable fubmiffion o.f all men, nothing 

was heard of but confifcation, imp·rifonrn.ent,. exile, tor

ture,. and death .. 

Er.rzABETH was equally difpleafed to fee the pro2_;rc!:s 

of that fcheme,. laid for the extermtnation of the pro

tefiants,. and to obfcrvc the erection of fo great a mili

tary power1 in a Hate fituated in fo near a neighbour

hooJ. She gave proteCl:ion to all the Flemiih exiles who 

took fhelter in her dominions ; and as many of thefe 

were the mofi induH:rious inhabitants. of the Netherlands, 

· nd had rendered that country celebrated for its arts, fhe 

reaped the advantage of introducing into Englandfome ufe

ful manufaclures, which were formerly unknown in that 

kingdom. F orefeeing that the violent government of Alva 

could not long fubfifl: without exciting fome commotion, 

!he ventured to commit an infult upon him,. which fhe 

would have been cautious not to hazard againfl: a more 

dtablii11ed authority.. Some Genoefe merchants had en

gaged, by contraCt with Phi lip, to tranfport into Flanden; 

the fum of four hundred thoufand crowns ; and the vef

fcls, on whi.ch this money was embarked, had been at

tacked in the Channel by fome privateers equipped by the 

French Hugonots, and had taken fhelter in Plymouth 

and Southampton. The commanders of the ihips pre-

, tended, that the money belonged to the king of Spain; 

but the queen, finding, upon enquiry, that it was the 

property of Genoefe merchants, took poffeffion of it as a 

loan ; and by that means deprived the duke of AI va of 

this rcfource in the time of his greateR: neceffity. Alva~ 

in rev~ngc, feized all the Engli!h merchants in the Low 

Coanhit.:$, threw them i11to prifon, and confifcatcd their 

eft:·C:ts. The queen retali~ted by a lik.e violence on the 

Flcntifu 
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Flemifu and Spanifu merchants; and gave all the Eng- C ft A P, lifu liberty to make reprizals on the fubjeB:s of Phi lip. ~ 

THESE differences were afterwards accommodated by IS7I· 
treaty, and mutual reparations were made to the mer ... 
chants : But nothing could repair the lofs, which fo 
well-timed a blow infliB:ed on the Spanifh government in 
the Low Countries. Alva~ in want of money, and dre«d-
ing the immediate mutiny of his troops, to whom great 
arrears were due, impofed by his arbitrary will the moft 
ruinous taxes on the people. He not only required the 
hundredth penny, and the twentieth of all immoveable 
goods : He alfo demanded the tenth of all moveable 
goods on every fale; an abfurd tyranny, which would 
not only have defl:royed all arts and commerce, but even 
have refl:rained the common intercourfe of life. The 
people refufed compliance: The duke had recourfe to 
his ufual expedient of hanging : And thus ~atters came 
frill nearer the laft extremity between the Flemings and 
the Spaniards w. 

ALL the enemies of Elizabeth, in order to rcvcrtge 
themfclves for her infults, had naturally recourfe to 
one policy, the fupporting of the caufe and pretenfions 
of the queen of Scots; and Alva, whofe meafures were 
ever violent, foon opened a fecret intercourfe with that 
princefs. There was one Rodolphi, a Florentine mer
chant, who had refided about fifteen years in London, 
"!nd who, while he conduB:ed his commerce in England, 
had managed all the intrigues of the court of Rome 
with the catholic nobility and gentry x. He had been N~w ~ott .. 

fplfdCV ,,f thrown into prifon at the time when the duke of Nor- the dl;kc: of folk's intrigues with Mary had been difcovered; but ei- Norfolk. 
ther no proof was found againfi: him, or t,e part which 
he had aCted, was not very criminal ; antJ he foon after 

w B-ntivogi\o, part J. lib. v. Camden, 416, 
Stare Trhl~, vol. i. p. S7, 

0 2 

x Le!ley, p. 113. 
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c H A P. recovered his liberty. This man, zealous for the catho

~lic faith, . had formed a fcheme, in concert with the· 

1571. Spanifh ambaffador, for fubverting the government, by 

a forcio·n invafion and a domeftic infurretl:ion; and when. 
0 

he communicated his projeCt, by: letter, . to Mary, he 

found, that, as £he was now fully convinced· of Eliza

beth's artifices, and defpaired of ever recoveDing her au

thority, or even her liberty, by pacific meafures, fhe 

willingly gave her concurrence. The great number of. 

difcontentcd catholics were the chief fource of their hopes 

on the fide of England ; and they alfo obferved, that 

the kingdom was, at that time, full of indigent gentry, 

chiefly younger brothers, who, having at prefcnt, by the 

late decay of the church, and the yet languifhing ftat~ 

of commerce, no profpeCl: of a livelihood fuitable t~D· 

their birth, were ready to throw themfelves into any 

defperate enterprize Y. But in order to infpire life and 

courage into all thefe malcontents, it was requifite, that 

fome great nobleman ihould put himfelf at their head ; 

and no one appeared to Rodolphi, and to the biihop of 

Rofs, who entered into all thefe intrigues, fo proper,, 

both on account of his power. and his popularity, as the 

duke of Norfolk.. · 

THIS nobleman,. when releafed: from confinement in:, 

the Tower, had given his promife, that he would drop; 

all intercourfe with the queen of Scots z; but finding 

that he had loft, and, as he feared, beyond recovery, 

the confidence and favour of Elizabeth, and being frill, 

in fome degree, reftrained from his liberty, he was tempt

ed, by impatience and defpair,. to violate his word, and: ... 
to open anew his correfpondence with the captive prin-

ccfs a. A promife of marriage was renewed between, 

them; the duke engaged to enter into all her interefts; 

. . Y Lef1ey, p. 123. 
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2.nd as his remorfes gradually diminifhed in the courfe of c H A ~· 
thefe tranfaCl:ions, he was pufhed to give his confent to ~ 
enterprizes frill more criminal. Rodolphi's plan was, I5V'· 
that the duke of Alva ihould, on fome other pretence, 
affemble a great quantity of fh.ipping in the Low Coun-
tries ; lhould tranfport a ·hod y of fix thoufand foot, . and 
four thoufand horfe, into England ; fhould land them at 
Harwich, where the ·duke of Norfolk was to join them 
with all his friends ·; fhould thence march direCl:ly to 
London, and oblige the queen to fubmit to whatever 
conditions the confpirators fhould pleafe to impofe upon 
her b. Norfolk expreffed his affent to this plan ; and 
three letters in confequence of it, were written in his 
name by Rodolphi, one to Alva, another to the pope, 
and a third to the king of Spain; but the duke, appre-
henfive of the danger, refufed to fign them c. He only 
fent to the Spanilh ambaffador a fervant and confident, 

.named Barker, as well to notify his concurrence in the 
plan, as to vouch for the authenticity of thefe letters; 
.and Rodolphi, having obtained a letter of credence from 
the ambaflador, proceeded on his journey to Bruffels and 
to Rome. The duke of Alva and the pope embraced 
the fcheme with alacrity: Rodolphi informed Norfolk of 
their intentions d : And every thing fecmed to concur in 
:forwarding the undertaking. 

NORFOLK, notwithfianding thefe criminal enter
.prizes, had never entirely forgot his duty to his fove .. 
c-eign, his cou9try, and his religion; and though he had 
hid the plan both of an invafion and an infurreetion, he 
frill flattered himfelf~ that the innocence of his intentions 
would juftify the violence of his meafures, and that, aS 
he aimed at nothing but the liberty of the queen of Sco!s., 
4lnd obtaining Eliz:1beth's confent to his marriage, he 

b .Lefley, p. 155 · State Tr!ats, vdJ. i. p. 8'6, 87. . i Lefley, !!• 159, 161. C.-mcl~n , F• 43~. d.. State Trials, v'ol. i . p. 93· 

0 ~ could 
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C P o\ P could not juft1y reproach himfelf as a rebel and a traitor~. 
XL. I . . h r.d . h ' . \...---..__ t IS certam, however, t at, conll enng t e queens Vl-

J571· gour and fpirit, the fcheme, if fuccefsful, mufi finally 
have ended in dethroning her ; and her authority was 

here expofed to the utmofi danger. 

THE confpiracy hitherto had entirely efcaped the vigi
lance of Eliz...tb~th, and that of fecretary Cecil, who 
now bore the title of lord Burleigh. It was from ano

ther attempt-of Norfolk's, that they firfr obtained a hint, 

which, being diligently traced, led at lafi: to a full difco
vcry. l\IIary had intended to fend a fum of money to 
lord Herries, and her partizans in Scotland ; and Nor
folk undertook to have it delivered to Bannifier, a fer

vant of his, at that time in the north, who was to find 
fome expedient for conveying it to lord Berries r. He 
entrufred the money to a fervant who was not in the 
fecret, and told him, that the bag contained a fum of 
money in filver, which he was to deliver to Bannifrer 
with a letter: But the fervant, conjecturing from the 

weight and fize of the bag, that it was full of gold, car
ried the letter to Burleigh ; who immediately ordered 

Bannifier, Barker, and Hicford, the duke's fccretary, to 

be put under arreft, and to undergo a fevere examina
tion. Torture made them confefs the whole truth; and 

as Hicford, though ordered to burn all papers, had 
carefully kept them concealed under the mats of the 
duke's chamber, and under the tiles of the houfe, full 
evidence now appeared againfi: his mafrer g. Norfolk 
himfelf, who was entirely ignorant of the difcoveries 

made by his fcrvants, was brought before the council ; 
~nd though exhorted to atone for his guilt by a full con·· 

f eifl?,n, he per{ified in denying every crime, with which 

~ Lefley, p. 158, f Ibfd. p. t6g. State Trials, vol. i. p. 87. 
Cunden, p. 434• Digges, P• lJ4, 137, :J40• Strype, vol. ii. p. h. 
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h-e was charged. The queen always declared, that, ifC R A P. 

ke had gi\'en her this proof of his fincere repentance,~ 
!he would ha\·e pardoned aL. his former olrences h ; but lj7l· 

finding him obfiin~te, ihe committed him to the Tower, 
and ordered him to e bmug ~ to his trial. The i !hop 
of Rofs had, on {o .. e fufpi~io ., been committed to 
cufiody befo;e t e c..li cov ry of ~.,. c:·fo.k' guilt; and 

every exped.en v:1: emplo ·ed to make him reveal hi~ 
iliare in the confpirac:. He at fir t infi!led on his pri-
vilege; but e wa to.d, that, as h:s mi rd \Vas no 
longer a fo·'e-ci,:;n he would not be garcied a an am-
baffador, SI d h .. t even if that c 1ara er \·ere allov:cd, 
i-t-did -not ~·arr.:m .. him in confpirin aca.nfl: the fo·;ereign 
~t ,,hofe eo rt he .. ~ tded ·• As he fii1 refufed o an-

he \·a~ 'nformed of t. _ confdEon 

e ·ant ; after hich he no onrrer 
tCrup)ed to .. ::dce a rull d·fcm:er ·; 4nd hi e\r·idcnce put t;j't. 

e gu· to· that nob'eman beyo d ~I q ·&ion. L jury n h Ja • 
of twcnrv-fi •e 2"'..1~d fc nte c .. upo;t Tri"J ~: 

• • fiOAo 
him. q ite re.-::u ar, even accordmg to 

r ·e c:t p~efen:: · n ~heie m.:1ttcrs; ex-

te 
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C H A P. to rigour, fhe fl:ill appeared irrefolute and undetermined. 
XL. · 

,._.._..,_.,After four months hcfitation, a parliament wai affem-· 
1 57z. bled ; and the commons add,re:ffed her, in fhong te_rms, 

His execu. 
~ion. for tqe execution of the duke ; a fanB:ion, which, 

Sth May. when added to the greatnels and certainty of his guilt, 
would, fhe thought, jufrify, in the eyes of all mankil}d, 
her fevcrity againfl: that nobleman. Norfolk died with 
calmnefs and confl:ancy ; and thougli he cleared himfelf 

:&d June, of any difloyal intentions againfr the queen's authority, 
lte acknowledged the j u:fl:ice of the fentence, by which 
he futfered 1. \ 'I hat we may: relate together affairs of a 
like nature, we fhall mention, that the e~rl of N orthum
berland, being delivered up to the queen by the regent 
of Scotland, was alfo, a few months after, brought tG 
the fcdrold for his rebellion. 

T'I-IE; queen of Scots was either the occafion or ·the 
caufe of all thefe difiurbances ; but as fhe was a fove
reip;n p1incefs, and might reafonably, from the hadh 
treatment which ihe had met with, think herfelf en
titled to ufe any expedient for her relief, Elizabeth durft 
not, as yet, form any refulution of proceeding to extre
mities againfr her. She only fent lord Delawar, Sir Ralph 
~adler, Sir Thomas Bromley, and Dr. \Vilfon, to expo
ftulate with her, and to demand fatisfaB:ion for all thofe 
parts of her conduct, which, from the beginning of her 
l_ife, had given difplcafure to Elizabeth: Her affuming the 
arms of England, rcfufing to ratify the treaty of Edin
burgh, intending to marry Norfolk without the queen's 
c.onfent, concu_rring in the northern rebellion m, praCl:if
ing with Rodolph~ to cngat;e the king of Spain in an. 
invafion of England n, procuring the pope's bttll of ex
communication, and allowing her friends abroad to' gi.~~ 

I Camden, p. 440. Strype, vol. ii, A pp. p. 13. m Digges, p. x!i, 
Jo7. Strype. vol. ii, p. sr, 5z. n lb id. p. 19-h 10&, :zo9. S;rype, 
vol. ii. p. 4ll1 sr. 
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her the title of queen of England. rviary jufi:ified herfelf'C H A p~· 
fwm the feveral articles of this charge, either by denying~ 
the faCls imputed to her, or by throwing the blame on 157 • 
others 0

• But the queen was little fatisficd with her 
apology; and the parliament was fo enrag(;d againfl: her, 
that the commons made a direct application for her im-
mediate trial and execution. They employed fome topics 
derived from praB:ice, and reafon, and the laws of na-
tions ; but the chief fl:refs was laid on pafi.'lges and ex-
amples from the Old Teftament P, which, if confidered 
as a general rule of con duB:, (an intention which it is 
unreafonable to fuppofe) would lead to confequences de .. 
fl:ruCl:ive of all principles of humanity and mora1ity. 
Matters were here carried farther than Elizabeth intend-
cd; and that princefs, fatisfied with lhen·ing l\1ary the 
difpofition of the nation, fent to the houfe her exprefs 
commands not to deal any farther at prefent in the af
fair of the Scottiih queen q. Nothing could be a fl:ronger 
proof, that the puritanical interefl: prevailed in the houfe, 
than the intemperate ufe of authorities derived from 
fcripture, efpecially from the Old Tdhmcnt; and the 
queen was fo little a lover of that feEt:, that :!he was not 
likely to make any conceffion merely in deference ·to their 
felicitation. She :!hewed, this fcffion, her <iifapproba
tion of their fchemes in another remarkable infl:ance. 
The commons had paifed two bills, for regulating eccle
fiafl:ical ceremonies; but !he fent them a like imperious 
meffage with her former ones ; and by the terror of ~r 
prerogative, :!he fl:oppcd all farther proceeding in thofe 
matters r. 

BuT tho'ugh Elizabeth would not carry matters to 
fuch extremities againfl: .f\Aary, as were recommended by 
the parliament, fhe was alarmed at the great intereil: and 

° Camden, p. ~41· P D' Ewes, p. 1.071 2.oS, &c, 
p. Zl9 •. 1p. f Ibid. P• 2.13, Zj8. 
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CH A P.tfte refHefs fpirit of that princefs, as well as her clofe 
XL. n_. • 1 S . d il... 

\...-v--.J connecllons w1t 1 pam ; an we thought it neceffary 
'57Z• both to encreafe the rigour and HriCl:nefs of her confine

me-nt, and to follow maxims, different from what fhe 

had hitherto purfued, in her management of Scotland 5
• 

Scttch ;tf-
fan. 

That kingdom remained frill in a ftate of anarchy. 
The caftle of Edinburgh, commanded by Kirkaldy of 

Grange, had declared for Mary ; and the lords of that 

party, encouraged by his countenance, had taken po!fef
f~on of the capital, and carried on .a vigorous war againil: 

the regent. By a fudden and unexpeCl:ed inroad, they 

feized that nobleman at Stirling; but finding that his 
friends, [allying from the caftle, were likely to refcue 
him, they infiantly put him to death. The earl of Marre 
was chofen regent in his room; and found the fame dif

ficulties to encounter in the government of that divided 

country. He was therefore glad to accept of the medi
ation, offered by the 'Fren{:h and Engliili amba!fadors; 

and to conclude on equal terms a truce with the queen's 
party t. He was a man of a free and generous fpirit, 

and [corned to fubmit to any dependance on England; 

and f.or ·this reafon Elizabeth, who had then forme-d inti· 
mate connexions w:ith France, yielded with lefs relutt
ance to the felicitations of that court, fiill maintained 
the appearance of neutrality between the parties, and al
lowed matters to remain on a balance in Scotbnd u. But 
affairs foon after took a new turn : Marre died of me
lancholy, with which the difiraCl:ed ftate of the country 
affetl:ed him; Morton was chofen regent; and as this 

nobleman had fecretly taken all his meafures with Eliza..,. 

beth, who no longer relied on the friendihip of the 

French court, £he refolved to exert herfelf more effeB:u. 
ally for the fupport of that party, which £he had alway~ 

! Digges, p. J 52. u Digges, p. t 5P• 
J6.), · ~J. 
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favoured. She fent s:r Henry Killcgrew ambaffador to c H A 1\ 
Scotland, who found Mary's partizans fo difcouraged by~ 
the difcovery and puni£hmcnt of Norfolk's confpiracy, t57:. 
that they were glad to fubmit to the king's authority, and 
accept of an indemnity for all pafr ofrences "· The duke 
of Chatclrault and the earl of Huntley, with the moft 
confiderable of Mary's friends, laid down their arms on 
thefe conditions. 'fhe garrifon alone of the cafl:le of 
Edinburgh continued refractory. Kirkaldy's fortunes 
were defper<!te ; and he flattered himfelf with the hopes of 
receiving affiftance from the kings of France and Spain, 
who encouraged his obfiinacy, in the view of being able, 
from that quarter, to give difiurbance to Engbnd. 
Elizabeth was alarmed with th~ danger; ihe no more 
apprehended making an entire breach with the queen of 
Scots, who, :lhe founu, would not any longer be amufed 
by her artifices; :lhe had an implicit reliance on Morton; 
and fhe faw, that, by the fubmiffion of all the confider .. 
able nobility, the pacification of Scotland would be an 
eafy, as well as a moft important undertaking. She or-
dered, therefore, Sir William Drury, governor of Ber .. 
wic to march with fome troops and artillery to Edinburgh, 
and to befiege the caHle Y. 'fhe garrifon f urrendered at 
difcretion: Kirkaldy was delivered into the hands of his 
countrymen, by whom he was tried, condemned, and 
executed : Secretary Lidington, who had taken part with 
him, died foon after, a voluntary death, as is fuppofed; 
and Scotland, fu bmitting entirely to the regent, gave 
not, during a long time, any farther inquietude to Eli-
zabeth, 

THE events, which happened in France, were not fo F~ench af-
. fnn. agreeable to the queen's interefis and inclinatiOns. The 

fallacwus pac1ficaticns, whi h had been fo often made 
with the hugonots, gave them good reafon to fufpeB: the 

I Spotfwood, p. z68, Y Camden, P• 449• 

prefeut 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 

c H A P. prefent intentions of the court; and after all the other 
~leaders of that party were deceived into a dangerous cre-

1572 • .£ dulity, the fagacious admiral frill remained doubtful and 
uncertain. But his fufpicions were at lafr overcome, 

partly by the profound diffimulation of Charles, partly 
by his own earnefr defire to end the miferies of France, 

and return again to the performance of his duty towards 
his prince and country. He confidered befides, that, as 
the former violent conduCt of the court had ever met with 

fuch fatal fuccefs, it was not unlikely, that a prince, who 
had newly come to years of difcretion, and appeared not 
to be rivetted in any dangerous animofities or prejudices, 
would be induced to govern himfelf by more moderate 

max1ms. And as Charles was young, was of a paffionate 
hafry temper, and addiCted' to pleafure z, fuch deep per

fidy feemed either remote from his characrer, or difficult 

and almofl: impoffible to be fo uniformly fupported by 
him. l\tlovcd by thcfe confiderations, the admiral, the 
quee!1 of Navarre, and all the hugonots began to repofe 
thcmfelves in full fecurity, and gave credit to the trea

cherous careffes and profeffions of the French court. Eli
zabeth hcrfelf, notwi~hfranding her great experience and 

penetration, entertained not the leafr difl:rufr of Charles's 

finccrity, and being pleafed to find her enemies of the 
houfc of Guife removed from all authority, and to obferve 

an anirr..ofity .every Clay growing between the French and 
nth April. Spanilli monarchs, ihe concluded a defen:five league with 

the former a, and regarded this alliance as an invincible 

barrier to her throne. \Valfingham, her ambafrador, fent 
her over, by every courier, the moft fatisfaB:ory accounts 
of the honour, and pbin-d.;aling, and fidelity of that 

p::rfitlious prince. 
THE better to blind the jealous hugonots and draw 

their leaders into the fnare prepared for them, Charles 

a Camden, p. 443• 
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'->ffered his fifi:er, Margaret, in marriage to the prince of c H A Gl P. Navarre; and the admiral, with all the coniiderable no-~ bility of that party, had come to Paris, in order to affiH: 157z.. at the celebration of thefe nuptials, which, it was hoped, would finally, if not compofe the differences, at leafi: ap-peafe the bloody animofity of the two religions. The queen of N avarre was poifoned by orders from the court; the admiral was dangeroufly wounded by z.n aflaffin: Yet Charles, redoubling his diffimulation, was frill able to retain the hugonots in their fccurity: Till on the evening 24~h Au:;. of St. Bartholomew, a few days after the marriage, the :fignal was given for a general maflacre of thofe rcligion-ifi:s, and the king himfelf in perfon led the way to thefe aifaffinations. The hatred, long entertained by the Pa- Maff. ere of rifians againfi: the protefl:ants, made them feconcl, withoutP~r:s. any ·preparation, the fury of the court ; and pcrfons of every condition, age and fex, fufpected of any propcnfity to that religion, were involveJ in an undifringuifhed ruin. The admiral, his fon-in-law 'I'eligni, Soubizc, Rochefoucault, Pardaillon, Piles, Lavardin; men, who, during the late wars, had fignalized themfel vcs by the mofl: he-roic actions, were miferably butchered without rcfi:fb.ncc; the fi:reets of Paris flowed with blood; and the people, more enraged than fatiated with their cruelty, as if re-pining that death had faved the victims from farther in-fult, exercifed on their dead bodies all the rage of th~ moft licentious brutality. About iive hundred gentlemen and men of rank periilied in this rnaffacre ; and near ten thoufand of inferior condition b. Orders were infl:antly difpatched to all the provinces for a like general exc~u-tion of the protefi:ants ; and in Roi.ien, Lyons, and many other cities, the people emulated the fury of the C2J,it::d. Even the murder of the king of Nav:;rrc, and prince cf Conde had been propofed b;· the duke of Guife; but 

Davila~ lib. • 
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C H 
1
A P. Charles, foftened by the amiable manners of the king of 

x. N . ~ ... avarre, and hopmg that thefe young princes might eafily 
1572.. be converted to the catholic faith, determined to fpare 

their lives, though he obliged them to purchafe their 
fafety by a feeming change of thei£ religion. 

CHARLES, in order to cover this barbarous perfidy, 
pretended, that a confpiracy of the hugonots to feize his 

perfon had been fuddcnly detected ; and that he had been 
neceffitated, for his own defence, to proceed to this fe
verity againfi them. He fent orders to Fenelon, his am
baffador in England, to a!k an audience, and to give 
Elizabeth this account of the late tranfaCl:ion. That mi
nifier, a man of probity, abhorred the treachery and cru

elty of his court, and even fcrupled not to declare, that 
he was now afhamed to bear the name of Frenchman c ; 

yet was he obliged to obey his orders, and make ufe of 
the apology, which had been prefcribed to him. He met 
with that reception from all the courtiers, which, he knew, 

the conduCl: of his mafier fo well merited. Nothing could 

be more awful and affeCl:ing than the folemnity of his au

dience. A melancholy forrow fat on every face: Silence, 

as in the dead of night, reigned through all the chamber~ 
of the royal apartment : The courtiers and ladies, clad 

in deep mourning, were ranged on each fide, and allowed 
him to pafs, without affording him one falute or favour

able look; till he was admitted to the queen herfelf d. 

That princefs received him with a more eafy, if not a 

more gracious countenance; and heard his apology, with-. 

out difcovering any vifible fymptoms of indignation. She 
then told him, that, though, on the firfi: rumour of this 

dr~adful intelligence, fhe had been afi:onifhed, that fo 
many brave men and loyal fubjeCl:s, who refred fecure on 
the faith of their fovereign, fhould have been fuddenly 

butchered in fo barbarous a manner; fhe had pitherto 
' 

c Digges, p. 247. d Carte, vol.iii. p. 5~~. from Ftnelon's Difpatc~s~ 

I fufpen<l.d 



ELIZABETH. 

{ufpended her judgment, till farther and more certain c H A P. information fuould be brought her : That the account, ~ which he had given, even if founded on no mifiake or 157::.. ' bad information; though it might alleviate, would by no 
means remove the blame of the king's counfellors, or 
jufrify the ftrange irregularity of their proceedings: That 
the fame force, which, without refifrance, had maffacred ' 
fo many defencelefs men, could eafily have fecured their 
perfons, and have referved them for a trial, and for pu-
nilhment by a formal fentence, which would have diftin-
guilhed the innocent from the guilty: That the admiral 
in particular, being dangeroufly wounded, and environed 
by the guards of the king, on whofe protection he feemed 
entirely to rely, had nomcansofefcape, and might furely, 
before his death, have been convicted of the crimes im
puted to him: That it was more worthy of a fovereign 
to referve in his own hands the fword of jufrice, than to 
commit it to bloody murderers, who, being the declared 
and mortal enemies of the perfons accufed, employed it 
without mercy and without difrinction: That if thefe 
fentiments were jufr, even fuppofing the confpiracy of 
the protefiants to be real ; how much more fo, if that 
crime was a mere calumny of their enemies, invented for 
their ruin and clefl:ruB:ion? That if, upon enquiry, the 
innocence of thefe unhappy viCtims ihould afterwards ap
pear, it was the king's duty to turn his vengeance on their 
defamers, who had thus cruelly abufed his confidence, had 
murdered fo many of his brave fubjccts, and had done 
what in them· lay to cover him v.rith infamy and diihonour! 
And that for her part, {he fhould form her judgment of 
his intentions by his fubfequent conduct; and in the 
tnean time fuould act as defired by the ambaffador, and 
,rather pity than blame his mafl:er for_ the extremities, to 
which he Jlad been carried e. 
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c H A P. · ELIZABETH was fully fenfible of the dangerous fitua

~ tion, in which fhe now fl:ood. In the mafiacre of Paris, 
l57Z· ilie faw the refult of that general confpiracy, formed for 

~he extermination of the prote:fbnts ; and fhe knew, 
that fhe herfelf, as the head and protechefs of the new 

religion, was expofed to the utmoft fury and refentment 
of the catholics. The violence and cruelty of the Spa

n!ards in the Low Countries was another branch of the 

fame confpiracy; and as Charles and Philip, two princes 
pearly allied in perfidy and barbarity, as well as in bigo
try, had now laid afide their pretended quarrel, and had 
avowed the moft entire friend/hip f, ilie had reafon as foon 

as they had appcafed their domeftic commotions, to dread 
the effceh of their united counfels. The duke of Guife 

alfo and his family, whom Charles, in order to deceive 
the admi ral, had hitherto kept at a diftancc, had now ac
quired an open and entire afcendant in the court of France; 
and llie was fenfiblc, that thefe princes, from perfonal as 
well as political reafons, were her declared and implacabl~ 
enemies. The queen of Scots, their near relation and 

clofe confederate, was the pretender to her throne; and 

though detained in cuftody, \vas aB:uated by a reftlefs 
fpirit, and bcfidcs her foreign allies, pofi'effed numerous 
and zealous partizans in the heart of the kingdom. For 
thcfe reafons, Elizabeth thought it more prudent not to 
rejetl: all commerce with the French monarch; but frill 
to liften to the profeffions of friendihip which he made 
her. She allmved even the negociations to be renewed 

for her marriage vvith the duke of Alenc;on, Charles>s 
third brother g : Thofe with the duke of Anjou had al
ready been broken oft: She fent the earl of \Vorcefl:cr. 

to affii1: in her name at the baptifm of a young princcfs, 

born to Charles; but before fhe agreed to give him this 

Iafl: mark of condcfcenfion, ~e thought it becoming her 

r Digges, p. :t6&, ~sz. :: Ibid. p::ffim, Camden, p 447• 
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aignity, to renew her expreffions of blame and even of de.;. c P. A P. 

tefl:ation againfl: the cruelties, exercifed on his protefiant ~~ 
fubjeCts h. l\;Ieanwhile, fhe prepared herfelf for that at- 1572.· 

t'ack, which fecmed to threaten her from the combined 
power and v iolcnce of the Romanifl:s : She fortified Portf-
mouth, put her B.eet in order, excrcifed her militia, cul-
tivated popularity with her fubjeCts, acted with vigour 
for the further reduCtion of Scotland under obedience to 
the young king~ and renewed her alliance with the Ger-
man princ~s, who were no lefs alarmed than herfelf a 
thefe treacherous and f:mg'uinary meafures, fo univerfally 
cmb'raced by the catholics. 

BuT. though Elizabeth cautiouily avc:Jed coming . to 
extremities with Charles, the greateil: fecurity, that ilie 
poifeffed agair.fi his violence, was derived from the diffi
culties, V(hich the obil:inat;; rcfifl:ancc of the hugonots fl:ill 
created to him. Such of th2.t feel: as lived near the fron- French af. 
. . ' d. 1 h r. n_ 1 rr: fair • tiers, 1mme · Iate y, on t! e Ilfi( news of tne manacres, 

fled into England, Germ:1ny, or Swit:z,erJand; where .they ISli• 

excited the compaffion and indignation of the protefl:ants, 
::tnd prepared thcmfelves, with encreafed forces and re
doubled zeal, to return into F~·ance, and revenge the 
treacherous ilaughter of their brethren. Thofe who lived 
in the middle of the kingdom, took ilielter in the nearcil: 
garrifons occupied by the hugonots; and finding, that 
they could repofe no faith in capitulations, and expect no 
demency, were determined to defend themfclves to the 
lafl: extremity. The feet, which Charles l1ad hoped ai 
one blow to exterminate, had now an army of eight~en 
thoufand men on foot, and po1Tcff:::d in clitfercnt parts of 
the kingdom above a hundred cities, caHlcs, or fortreifes i; 
nor could that prince deem himfelf fcettre froin the inva-
fion threatened him by all the other proteitants in Europe. 
The nobility and gentry of England "\Vcre rouzed to fuch 

h Digges, p, 297, 298. Camder, p. 4~7· 
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c H A P a pitch of refentmcnt, that they offered to levy an army ~r 
XL. d 

\.../'V"oJ twenty-two thoufand foot an four thoufand horfe,. to tran-· 

!5.73• fport them into France, and to maintain them fix months 

at their own charge: But Elizabeth, who was cautious in 

her meafures, and who feared to inflame farther the qua~

rel between the two· religions by thcfe dangerous crufades, 

refufed her confcnt, and moderated the zeal of her ful>

jeCts k. The German princes, lefs political or more fe

cure from the rcfentment of France, forwarded the levies 

made by the protefiarrts; and the young prince of Conde, 

having efq.ped from court,. put himfelf at the head of 

thefe troops, and prepared to invade the kingdom. The 

duke of Alen<;on, the king of Na¥arrc7 the family of 

~/Iontmorenci, and many con!iderable men even among 

the catholics, difpleafed, either on a private or public ac

«:ount,. with the meafures of the court, favoured the pro

grcfs of the hugonots ; and every thing relapfed into 

confufion. The king, infie:td of. repenting his violen~ 

:t574· counftls, which ha.d brought matters to fuch extremity, 

called aloud for new fevcrities 1 ; nor could even the mor

tal difiemper under which he laboured, moderate the rage 

and nnimofity, by which he was aCtuated. He died with-

:iO~h M::y. out male ilfue, at the age of twenty-five years; a prince,. 

whoie character, co~1taining that unufual mixture of dif

fimulation and ferocity, of quick refentment and un

relenting vengeance, executed the greatefl: mifchiefs,. and 

threatened frill worfe, both to his native country and to. 

al~, Europe. 

HENRY, duke of Anjou, who ha.O,. fome time before, 

'Qcen eleCted king of Poland, no fooner heard of his bro

ther's death, than he hafiened to take polfeffion of the· 

t!uone of France; apd found the kingdom, not only in

":olved in the greatcfl: prefent diforders, but expofed to-

~ k ·Diggcs, p. 335.1 !4I• 1 Davila, lib, v. 
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~It infirmities, for which it was extremely difficult to provide C H A P. 

any fuitable remedy. The people were divided into two ~ theological faB:ions, furious from their zeal, and mu- 157 5, 
tually enraged from the injuries which they had commit ... ted or fuffered; and as all faith had been violated and moderation baniihed, it feemcd impracticable t,) fo··m any terms of compofition between them. Eac!-1 party had de-Voted itfelf to leaders, whofe commands had more autho-rity than the will of the fovereign; and even the catholics, to whom the king was attached, were entirely conducrcu by the counfels of Guife and his family. The rdigious conneCtions had, on both fides, fuperfeded the civil ; or rather (for men will always be guided by prefent interefr) two empires being fecretly formed in the kingdom, every individual was engaged by new views of intcrefr to follow thofe leaders, to whom, during the courfe of pa{l con-vulfions, he had been indebted for his honours and pre-ferment. 

HENRY, obferving the low condition of the crown, had laid a fcheme for refroring his own authority, by atl:ing as umpire between the parties, by moderating their differences, and by reducing both to a dependance upon himfelf. He poffeffed all the talents of diffimulation requifite for the execution of this delicate plan; but being deficient in vigour, application, and found undedhnding, infread of acquiring a fuperiority over both factions, he loft the confidence of both, and taught the partizans of each to adhere frill more clofely to their particular leaders, whom they found more hearty, cordial, and fincerc, in the caufe which they purfued. The hugonots were 6 1Si • 
firengthened by the acceffion of a German army under the prince of Conde and prince Cafimir; but much more by the credit and perfonal virtues of the king of N avarre, who, having fled from court, had placed himfelf at the head of that formidable party. Henry, in profecution of p 2 

hi 
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c H A P. his plan, entered into a compofition with them; and be

~ ing defirous of preferving a balance between the feB:s, he 

1576. granted them peace on the mofr advantageous conditions. 

This was the fifth general peace made with the hugonots; 

but though it was no more fincere on the part of the 

court than any of the former, it gave the highefi: difguft 

to the catholics; and afforded the duke of Guife the de

fired pretence of declaiming againfr the meafures, and 

maxims, and condutl: of the king. 

THAT artful and bold leader took thence an occafion 

of reducing his party into a more formed and regular 

body ; and he laid the firfr foundations of the famous 

LEAGUE, which, without paying any regard to the royal 

authority, aimed at the entire fuppreffion of the hugonots. 

Such was the unhappy condition of France, from the pafr 

fcverities and violences of its princes, that toleration could 

no longer be admitted ; and a conceffion for liberty of 

confcience, which would prcbably have appeafed the re

formers, excited the mofr violent refentment and animo-

I'Ji7• fity in the catholics. Henry, in order to divert the force 

of the league from himfelf, and even to elude its efforts 

againfr the hugonots, declared himfelf the head of that 

feditious confederacy, and took the field as leader of the 

Romanifl:s. But his dilatory and feeble· meafures difco

vcred his relutl:ance to the undertaking; and after fome 

unfuccefsful attempts, he concluded a new peace, which, 

though lefs favourable than the former to the protcfrants, 

gave no contentment to the catholics. Mutual diffidence 

Hill prevailed between the parties ; the king's moderatio11 

was fufpicious to both; each faction continued to fortify 

itfelf againfr that breach, which they forefaw, mufr fpee-: 

dily enfue; theological controverfy daily whetted the ani

mofity of the feB:s; and every private injury became the 

<round of a public quarrel. 
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THE king, hoping, by his artifice and fubtlety, to C H A P. 

allure the nation into a love of pleafure and repofe, was ~~ 
himfelf caught in the fnare ; and finking into diffolute- 1578. 

nefs and indolence, wholly Iofl: the efl:eem, and, in a great 
meafure, the affections of his people. Infread of advan-

cing fuch men of character and ability, as were neuters 
between thefe dangerous factions, he gave all his confi-
dence to young agreeable favourites, who, unable to prop 
his falling authority, leaned entirely upon it, and en-
creafed the general odium againfl: his adminifl:ration. 
'I'he public burthens, encreafed by his profufe liberality, 
and felt more heavy on a difordered kingdom, became 
another ground of complaint; and the uncontrouled ani-
moftty of parties, joined to the multiplicity of taxes, ren-
dered peace more calamitous than any open frate of foreign 
or even domefi-ic hofiility. The artifices of the king 'ven~ rs:-9• 

too refined to fucceed, and too frequent to be concealed; 
and the plain, direct, and avowed co::duet of the duke of 
Guife on one fide, and that of the king ofNavarre on the 
other, drew by degrees the generality of the r.ation to 
devote themfelves without referve to one or the other of 
thofc great leaders. 

THE civil commotions of France were of too general 
importance to be overlooked by the other princes of Eu
rope; and Elizabeth's forefight and vigilance, though 
fomcwhat refirained by her frugality, led her to take fe
cretly fome part in them. Befides employing on ail oc
cafions her good offices in favour of the hugonots, fhe 
had expended no inconfiderable fums of money in levying 
that army of Germans, which the prince of Conde and 
prince Cafimir conduB:ed into France m; ~nd notwith
ftandino- her neo-ociations with the court, and her pro-a b 

fcffions of amity, ·fi1c always confidered her own interefl:s 
.as connected \Vith the profperity of the French protef.:ants 

m Camc!en, P• 4 51. 
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c H A P. and the dcp-rcffion of the houfe of Gui[e. Philip, on the 
XL. 

"--.--'other hand, had declared himfelf protector of the league; 

l.579· had entered into the clofdl: corrcfpondcncc with Guife; 

and nad employed all his authority in fupporting the ere~ 
dit of that factious leader. The fympathy of religion, 

which of itfelf begat a conneB:ion of interdl:s, was one 
confiderable inducement; but that monarch had alfo in 
view, the fubduing of his rebellious fubjccrs in the Ne
therlands; who, as they received great encouragement 
from the French proteftants, would, he hoped, finally 
defpair of fuccefs, after the entire fuppreffion of their 

frier.ds and confederates. 
Civil wars THE fame political views, which engaged Eli7abcth 
~!the ~')w to fupport the hugonots, would have led her to affifr the 
"ountnes. 

di!trelH~d protefiants in the Low Countries; but the mighty 
power of Philip, the tranquillity of all his other domi~ 
nions, and the great force which he maintained in thcfe 
mutinous provinces, kept her in awe, and obliged her, 
notwithfi:anding all temptations and all provocations, to 

preferve fome terms of amity with that monarch. The 
Spanifh ambaffador reprcfented to her, that many of the 
Flemifu exiles, who infefted the feas, and preyed on his 

mafrer's fubjects, were received into the harbours of Eng

land, and were there allowed to difpofe of their prizes; 

and by thefe remonfi:rances the queen found herfelf under 
a neccffity of denying them all entrance into her domi
nions. But this meafure proved in the iffue extremely 
prejudicial to the interefi:s of Philip. Thefe defperate 

exiles, finding no longer any poilibility of fubfifi:ance, 
were forced to attempt the mofi: perilous cnterprizcs; and 

they made an affault on the Brillc, a fea.-port town in 
Holland, where they met with fuccefs, and,_ after a fhort 

r~fifi:ance, became ma!ters of the place"· The duke of 

Alva was alarmed at the danger; and fi:opping thofe bloody 

executions 
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~xecutions, which he was making on the clcfcncclefs C H A 1-'. 
XL. Flemings, he haficn'2d with his army to extingui{h the (.,/\. "'J 

ib.mc, which, falling on m:.tcrials fo ·well prcpard for 1 5;"9· 

combdlion, f~emed to menace a general conflagration. 
His fears foon appeared to be well grounded. The pco-

rle in the neighbourhood of the Drille, enraged by that 
complication of cruelty, opprdlion, info!cnce, ufurpa-
tion, and pcrfccution, under v:hich they ::1.nd all their 
<:ountrymen laboured, Hew to arms; and in a few days 
almofi: the whole province of Holland and that of Zca- · 
bnd had revolted from the Spaniards, and had openly 
declared againft the tyranny of Alva. This event hap-
pened in the year 1572. 

WILLIAM, prince of Orange, defcendcd from a fo
vereign family of gr~at lufi:re and antiquity in Germany, 
inheriting the po!fcffions of a fovcreign family in France, 
had fixed his reiidence in the Low Countries; and on 
account of his noble birth and immenfe riches, as weJI as 
of his perfonal virtues, was ~ni vcrfall y regarded as the 
greate:fl: fubjecr, that lived in thofe provinces. He had 
oppofed, by all regular and dutiful means, the progrefs of 
the Spanifh ufurpations; and when Alva conducted his 
army into theN ethcrlands, and ailumed the government, 
this prince, well acquainted with the violent ch::tracter of 
the man, and the tyrannical fpirit of the court of Madrid, 

wifely fled from the clanger which threatened him, and 
retired to his paternal ellate and dominions in Germany. 
He was cited to appear before Alva's tribunal, was con
<lemned in abfence, was declared a rebel, and his ample 
poffeffions in the Low Countries were confifcated. In 
revenge, he had levied an army of proteftants in the em
pire, and had made fome attempts to reftore the Flemings 
to liberty; but was fiill repulfed with lofs by the vigilance 
.AI,ld military conduct of Alva, and by the great bravery 

P4 as 
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C :H LA P. as well as difcipline, of thofe veteran Spaniards who fervcd 
x. 

'--v--J under that general. 
JS79• THE revolt of Holland and Zealand, provinces which 

the prince of Orange had formerly commanded, and 

where he was much beloved, calletl him anew from his 

retreat; and he added conduct, no lefs than fpirit, to 
that obfl:inate rcfifl:ance, which was here made to the 
~paniili dominion. By uniting the revolted towns into 

a league, he laid the foundation of that illufl:rious com

monwealth, the offspring of indufiry and liberty~ whofe 

arms and policy have long made fo fignfll a figure in every 
tranfaCl:ion of Europe. He inflamed tLe inhabit:mts by 

every motive, which religious zeal, refentment, or love 

of freedom could infpire. Though the prefent greatnefs 
of the Spanifh monarchy might deprive them of all courage, 

he fl:ill flattered them with the concurrence of the other 

provinces, and with affi{bnce from peighbouring ftates; 
and he exhorted them, in defence of their religion, their · 
liberties, their lives, to endure the utmo:flc extremities of 
war. From this fpirit proceeded the defperate defence 
of Harlem ; a defence, which nothing but the mofr con

fuming famine could overcome, and whi~h the Spaniards 
revenged by the execution of more than two thoufand 
of the inhabitants 0 • This extreme feverity, infl:ead of 
:!hiking terror into the Hollanders, animated them by 
defpair; and the vigorous refifl:ance made at Alcmaer, 
where Alva was finally repulfcd, iliowed them that their 
jnfolent enemies were not invincible. The duke, finding 

at lafl: the pernicious effetl:s of his violent counfels, foli
cited to be recalled from the government: Medina-celi, 
who was appointed his fucceffor, refufed to accept the 

(2harge: Requefens, commendator of Cafl:ile, was fent 

[fQfll I!al y to repla~e AI va; and this tyrant departed fro IT} 

• Eenti.yoglio~ li~. 7~ 
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he Nether lands in I 7 54; leaving his name in execration C H A P. 

to the inhabitants, and boafiing in his turn, that, during~ 
the courfe of five years, he had delivered above eighteen 1579• 

thoufand of thefe rebellious heretics into the hands of the 
executioner P. 

REQYESENs, though a man of milder difpofitions, 
could not appeafe the violent hatred, which the revolted 
Hollanders had conceived againft the Spanilh government; 
and the war continued as obftinate as ever. In the fiege 
of Leyden, undertaken by the Spaniards, the Dutch 
opened the dykes and fluices, in order to drive them from 
that enterprize; and the very peaf;;mts vvcre active in 
ruining their fields by an inundation, rather than fall • 
. again under the hated tyranny of Spain. But notwith
fianding this repulfe, the governor fl:ill purfued the war; 
and the contefi fecmed too unequal between fo mighty a 
monarchy, and two fmall provinces, however fortified by . 
nature, and however defended by the defperate refolutiou 
of the inhabitants. The prince of Orange, therefore, in 
1575, was refolved to fue for foreign affifrtmce, and to 
make applications to one or other of his great neighbours, 
Henry or Elizabeth. The court of France was not ex
empt from the fame fpirit of tyranny and perfecution 
which prevailed among the Spaniards; and that kingdom, 
~orne by domeftic diffenfions, feemed net to enjoy, at pre
fent, either leifure or ability to pay regard to foreign 
intereits. But England, long connected, both by com-
merce and alliance, with the Netherlands, and now more 
~oncerned in the fate of the revolted provinces by fympathy 
in religion, feemed naturally interefied in their d~fcnce; 
and as Elizabeth had juftly entertained great jealoufy of 
Philip, and goverJ1ed her kingdom in perfect tranquillity, 
hopes were entertamed, that her policy, her ambition, or 
l~er gener.ofity"· would engage her to fupport them under 

their 
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C H A P. their prefent calamities. They fent, therefore, a folema 
XL. 
~ emba!fy to London, confifiing of St. Aldegonde, Douza, 

1579· Nivelle, Buys, and Melfen; and after employing the 
m<>fi humble fupplications to the queen, they offered her 
the poifeffion and fovereignty of their provinces, if !he 
would employ her power in their defence. 

THERE were many firong motives which might impel 
Eliz.abeth to accept of fo liberal an offer. She was 3.p
prized of the injuries which Philip had done her, by his 

intrigues with the malcontents in England and Ire
land q: She was difpleafed to fee a violent and military 
government erected in her neighbourhood: She forefaw 

the danger, which {he mufr incur from a total prevalence 
of the catholics in the Low Countries : And the maritime 
fituation of thofe provinces, as well as their command over 
the great rivers, was an inviting circumfiancc to a nation 
like the Englifh, who were beginning to cultivate com
merce and naval power. But this princefs, though 
magnanimous, had never entertained the ambition of 
making conquefrs, or gaining new acquifitions; and the 
whole purpofc of her vigilant and active politics we1s to 
maintain, by the mofr frugal and cautious expedients, the 
tranquillity of her own dominions. An open war with 
the Spaniih monarchy was the apparent confequence of 
her accepting the dominion of thefe provinces ; and after 
taking the inhabitants under her proteCtion, fue could 
never afterwards in honour abandon them, but, however 
defperate their defence might become, ihe mufr embrace 
it, even farther than her convenience or interefr would 
permit. For thefe reafons, !he refufed, in pofitive terms, 
the fovereignty preferred her; but told the ambaffadors, 
that, in return for the good-will which the prince of 
Orange and the States had fuown her, fhe would endea

vour to mediate an agreement for them, on the mofr rea-
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fo0nable conditions that could be ob~ained r. She fentC H A :P. accordingly Sir Henry Cobhz.m to Philip; and reprefent-~ ed to him, the danger which he would incur of. lofmg 1579. entirely the L ow Countries, if France could obtain the 
leafr interval from her intefri ne diforders, and find lcifure 
to offer her proteCtion to thof mutinous and difcontrntcd 
provinces. Phil ip feemed to take this remonfhancc in 
good part ; but no accord enfucd, and war in the Ne-
therlands continued with the f.1.me rage and violence as 
before. 

IT was an accident that delivered the Hollanders from 
their prefcnt defperate fituation. Requcfens, the gover
nor, dying fuddenly, the Spanifh troops, difcontented 
for want of pay, and licentious for want of a proper au
thority to command them, broke into a furious mutiny; 
and threw every thing into confufion. They facked and 
pillaged the cities of 1\ Iaefrricht and Antwerp, and exe
cuted great flaughter on the inhabitants : They threaten
ed the other cities with a like fate: And all the provinces, 
excepting Luxembourg, united for mutual defence againfl: 
their violence, and called in the prince of Orange and the 
Hollanders, as their proteCtors. A treaty, commonly 
called the Pacification of Ghent, was formed by common 
agreement; and the removal of foreign troops, with the 
refroration of their ancient liberties, was the object: which 
the provinces fripulated to purfue. Don John of Aufiria, 
natural brother to Philip, being appointed governor, 
found, on his arrival at Luxembourg, that the States had 
fo fortified themfelves, and that the Spanifh troops were 
fo divided by their fituation, that there was no poffibility 
of refifiance; and he agreed to the terms required of him. The Spaniards evacuated the country; and thefe 
provinces feemed at lafr to breathe a little from their. ca
l~mities . 

f Camdcn, P• 4S3~ 454• 
l3uT 
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c H A P. BuT it was not eafy to fettle entire peace, while the 
XL. h. n.. f d d . . L--v--J t trn: o revenge an omm10n governed the king of 
•519· Spain, and while the Flemings were fo firongly agitated 

with refentment of pafi, and fear of future injuries. The 
ambition of Don John, who coveted this great theatre 
for his military talents, engaged him rather to inflame 
than appeafe the quarrel ; and as he found the fiates de

termined to impofe very firitl: limitations on his authority, 
lie broke all articles, feized N amur, and procured the 
recall of the Spanifh army from Italy. This prince, en
dowed with a lofty genius, and animated by the profper
ous fucceffes of his youth, had opened his mind to vafl: 
undertakings; and looking much beyond the conquefl: of 
the revolted provinces, had projeeted to efpoufe the queen 
of Scots, and to acquire in her right the dominion of the 
Britifh kingdoms s. Elizabeth wa3 aware of his inten
tions ; and feeing now, from the union of all the pro
vinces, a fair profpeB: of their making a long and vigo
rous defence aga~nfr Spain, :fhe no longer fcrupled to 
embrace the protection of their liberties, which feemed fo 

intimately conneCted v.·ith her own fafety. After fend
ing them a fum of money, about twenty thoufand 
pounds, for the immediate pay of their troops, {he con
cluded a treaty with them; in which fhe fiipulated to 
affifi: them with five thoufand foot and a thoufand horfe, 
at the charge of the Flemings ; and to lend them a hun
dred thoufand pounds, on receiving · the bends of fome 
of the mofi confiderable towns of the Netherlands, for 
her repayment within the year. It vvas farther agreed, 

that the commander of the Englifh army fhould be ad

mitted into the council of the States; and nothing be 

.determined concerning war or peace, without previou:l1y ' 
informing the queen or him of it; that they fhculd enter 
into no league without her confent; that if any difconl 

s Camden, p. 466, Grotius1 lib, iii, 

arofc 
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~rofe amono- themfelvcs, it iliould be referred to her ar- C H A P .. 
• 

0 

d h 'f . .11... ld XL. bitratwn ; an t at, 1 any pnnce, on any pretext, u1ou ~i~ 
attempt hofl:ilities a~ainfr her, they lhould fend to her I579· 

affifl:ance an army egual to that which lhe had employed 
in their defence. This alliance was figned on the 7th of 
January, 1578 r. 

ONE confiderable inducement to the queen for entering 
into treaty with the States, was to prevent their throw
ing themfclves into the arms of France; and fhe was de
firous to make the king of Spain believe, that it was her 
foie motive. She reprefcnted to him, by her ambalfador, 
Thomas vVilkes, that hithe1·to fhe had rcligicufl y atl:ed 
the part of a good neighbour and ally; had refufed the 
fovereignty of Holland and Zealand, when offered her; 
had advifed the prince of Orange to fubmit to the king; 
.and had even accompanied her counfcl \vith menaces, in . 
cafe of his refufaL She perfevered, fhe far~, in th~ fame 
friendly intentions; and, as a proof of it, would venture 
to interpofe with h~r advice for the compofure of the pre
fent differences: Let Don John, whom 1he could not 
but regard as her mortal enemy, be recalled; let fome 
other prince, more popular, be fubfritutcd in his room ; 
let the Spanifh armies be withdrawn; let the .Flemings 
be refl:orcd to their ancient liberties and privilez.es: And 
if, after thefe concefions, they were frill obfl:inate not to 
return to their duty, fue promifeJ to join her arms with 
thofe of the king of Spain, and fo:·ce them to compli
ance. Philip diifcmbled his rcfentment againfl: the 
queen; ·and frill continued to fupply Don John with 
money and troops. That prjnce, thou~h once repulfed 
at Rimenant, by the valour of the Englifh under Norris, 
and though oppofed, as \Yell by the ~rmy cf the Stat s 
as by prince Cafimir, who h::d cor.~uct.. .. d to the Low 
Countries a great body. of Gcrmz.ns, p:::..iJ by the queen, 

t Ca.nden, p. t,66. 

gain~d 
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C H A P. gained a great advantage over the Flemings at Gemblours; 
XL. 

L--v--' but was cut off in the midfi of his profpr:-rity by poifon, 
'~579· given him fecretly, as was fufpected, by orders from Phi

lip, who dreaded his ambit:on. The prince of Parma 
fucceeded to the command; who, uniting valour and 
clemency, negociation and military exploits, made great 

progrefs againft the revolted Flemings, and advanced the 
progrefs of the SpaniarJs by his arts, as well as by his 
arms. 

DuRING thtfe years, while Europe was almoft every 
where in great commotion, England enjoyed a profound 
tranquillity; owing chiefly to the prudence and vigour 
of the queen's adminiftration, and to the wife precautions, 
which fhe employed in all her meafures. By fupporting 
the zealous proteftants in Scotland, fhc had twice gi'-;cn 

them the fuperiority over their antagonifi:s, had clofely 
connetted their intercfi:s with her own, and had procured 
herfelf entire fecurity from that quarter, whence the moft 

dangerous invafions could be made upon her. She faw 
in France her enemies, the Guifes, though extremely 
powerful, yet counterbalanced by the hugonots, her zea
lous partizans ; and even hated by the king, who was 
jealous of their refi:lefs and exorb!tant ambition. The 

bigotry of Philip gave her juft ground of anxiety; but 
the fame bigotry had happily excited the m oft obfi:inate 

oppofition among his own fubjeCl:s, and had created him 
enemies, whom his arms and policy were not likely foon 
to fubdue. The queen of Scots, her antagoniil: and 
rival, and the pretender to her throne, was a prifoner in" 
her hands ; and by her impatience and high fpirit had 

been engaged in pr::tCl:ices, which afforded the queen a 

l?rctence for rendering her confinement more rigorous, 

and for cutting off her communi\:ation with her partizans 
in England. 

RELIGION was the capital point, on which depended 

all the political tranfaetio.ns of that age; and the queen's. 
condutt 
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conduct in this particular, making allowance for the pre- C H A P. 
vailing prrj udices of the times, could fcarcely be accufed ~ 
of feverity or imprudence. She efi:ablifhed no inqnifition 1 5~· 
into men's bofoms : She impofed no oath of fupremacy, 
except on thofe who received truft or emolument from 
the public: And though the exercife of all religion but 
the ~ftabliilied was prohibited by ftatute, the violation of 
this law, by faying mafs, and receiving the facrament, 

·in private houfes, was, in many infi:ances, connived at u; 
while, on the other hand, the catholics, in the begin-
ning of her reign, ihewed little reluctance againft going 
to church, or frequenting the ordinary duties of public 
worlhip. The pope, fenfible that this practice would 
by degrees reconcile all his partizans to the reformed 
religion, hafi:ened the publication of the bull, which. 
excommunicated the queen, and freed her fubjeCl:s from 
their oaths of allegiance ; and great pains were taken b] 
the emiffaries of Rome, to render the breach between the 
two religions as wide as poffible, and to make the fre-
quenting of proteftant churches appear highly crimina-l 
in the catholics w. Thefe praCtices, with the rebellion, 
which enfued, encreafed the vigilance and feverity of the 
government; but the Romanifis, if their condition were 
compared with that of the N onconformifis in other coun-
tries, and with their own maxims where they domineer-
ed, could not jufily complain of violence or perfecu-
tion. 

THE queen appeared rather more anxious to keep 2 
:(l:rict hand over the puritans ; who, though their preten
fions were not fo immediately dangerous to her authority, 
feemed to be actuated by a more unreafonable obfi:inacy, 
and to retain claims, of which, both in civil and ecclefi
afiical m~tters, it was, as yet, difficult to difcern the full 

u Camden, p. 459. w Walfipgham's L~tte: in Burnet1 v.ol. ii. 
P• 418, Cabala1 p. 400"~ 

fcope 
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c Hxt. P. fcope and intention. Some fecret attempts of that fed 
~to efrablifh a feparate congregation and difcipline, had 

1 579• been carefully repre:ffed in the beginning of this reign x; 

and when any of the efrablifhed clergy difcovered a ten
dency to their principles, by omitting the legal habits or 
ceremonies, the queen had fhewn a determined refolution 
to punifh them by fines and deprivation Y : Though her 
orders to that purpofe had been frequently eluded, by the 
protecrion which thefe feB:aries received from fome of her 
mofr confiderable courtiers. 

A parlia-
ment, 

Bu·r what chiefly tended to gain Elizabeth the hearts 
of her fubjeB:s, was, her frugality, which, though car ... 
IJ"ied fometimes to an extreme, led her not to amafs trea
fures, but only to prevent impofitions upon her people, 
who were at that time very little accufromed to bear the 
burthens of government. By means of her rigid recono
my, !he paid all the debts which fhe found on the crown, 
with their full interefr; though fome of thefe debts had 
been contracted even during the reign of her father z~ 
Some loans, which fhe had exaCted at the commence
ment of her reign, were repaid by her; a practice in that 
age fomewhat unufual a: And fhe dbbli:lhed her credit 
en fuch a footing, that no fovereign in Europe could 
more readily ~ommand any fum, which the public exi
gencies might at any time require b. During this peace
able and uniform government, England furni:lhes few 
materials for hifrory; and except the fmall part which 
Elizabeth took in foreign tranfaB:ions, there fcarcely 
paffed any occurrence, which requires a particular detail. 

THE mofl: memorable event in this period was a feffion 
of parliament, held on the 8th of February, 1576; 
wnere debates were ftarted, which may appear fomewhat 

x Strype'~ Life of Parker, p. 342. Ibid. Life of Grindal, p. 3T5· 
Y Heylin, p. I6j, 166. z D'Ewes, p. 245• Camden, P· 446. 
a P'E;yes, p. z-;6. b Ibid. p. 24 5· 

1 

cunous 
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curious and fingu1ar. Peter Wentworth, a puritan, who c H A P. 

had fignalizcd himfClf in former parliaments, by his free._...:.:~ 
and undaunted fpirit, opened this feffion with a premedi- 1 579· 

tated harangue, which drew on him the indignation of 
the houfc, and gave great offence to the queen and the 
minifrers. As it fecms to contain a rude iketch of thofe 
principles of liberty, which happily gained afterwards the 
nfcendant ·in England, it may not be improper to give, 
in a few words, the fub.fiance of it. He premifed, that 
the very name of liberty is fweet; but the thing itfelf is 
precious beyond the mofr inefrimable treafure : And that 
it behaved them to be careful, left, contenting themfelves 
with the fweetntfs of the name, they forego the fubfrance, 
and abandon what of all earthly poifeffions was of the 
highefi: value to the kingdom. He then proceeded to ob-
fervc, that freedom of fpeech in that houfe, a privilege 
fo ufeful both to fovcrcign and fubjett, had been formerly 
infringed in m~ny effi·ntial articles, and was, at prefcnt, 
expofed to the mofr imminent danger: That it was 
ufual, when any fubjccr of importance was handled, 
cfpecially if it regarded religion, to furmize, that thefe 
topics were difagreeablc to the queen, and that the far-
ther proceeding in them would draw down her indigna-
tion upon their temerity: That Solomon had jufily af-
firmed the king's difpleafure to be a melfenger of death ; 
and it was no wonder if men, even though urged by ffiO-

tives of confcience and duty, fhould be inclir.cd to ftop 
fhort, when they found themfclves expofed to fo fevere a 
penalty: That by the employing of this argument, the 
houfe was incapacitated from ferving their country, ar~d 
even from ferving the queen herfelf; whofe ears, befieged 
by pernicious flatterers, were thereby rendered in:.1cceffible 
to the mofr falutary truths: That it w~s a mockery to 
call an affembly a parliament, and yet deny it that privi-
lege, which was fo eiTential to its being, and without 

Vot. V. Q. which 
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c ~t P. which it mufi degenerate into an abjeB: fchool of fervi

~ lity and diffimulation : That as the parliament was the 

I579• great guardian of the laws, they ought to have liberty to 

difcharge their trufr, and to maintain that authority~ 
whence even kings themfelves derive their being: That 

a king -vvas- confiituted fuch by law, and though he was 

not dependant on man,. yet was he fubordinate to God 

and the law, and was obliged to make their prefcriptions, 

not his own will, the rule of his conduCl:: That even 
his commiffion, as God's vicegerent, enforced, infiead of 

loofening, this obligation; fince he was thereby invefred 

with authority to cxecate on earth the will of God, 

which is nothing but law and jufiice : That though the[{; 

furmizes Gf di(pleafing the queen by their proceedings, 

had impeached, in a very eJicntial point, all freedom of 

fpccch, a privilege granted them by a fpecial lc.W; yet 

:'\vas tbere a more cxprefs and more dangerous invafion 

made on. their liberties, by frequent me!fages from the 

throne: Th<'-~ it had become a praCI:ice, when the houfe 

was entering on any queftion, either ecclefiafiical or 

civil, to bring an order from the queen, inhibiting them 

abfolutely from treating. of fuch matters, and debarring 

them from all farther difcuffion of thefe momentous arti

cles. That the prc1atcs, emboldened by her royal pro

teCtion, had affumed a deciiive power in all quefiions of 

religion, and required that every one fhould implicitly 

fubmit his faith to their arbitrary determinations: That 

the lm'e, which he bore his fovereign, forbade him to 

be filent under fuch abufes, or to facrifice, on this im

portant occafi.on, his duty to fervile flattery and complai ... 
fance: Aml that, as no earthly creature was exempt from 

f:mlt, fo neither -vvas the queen herfelf; but in impofing 

this fervitude on her faithful commons, had committed a 
grez.t, and even dangerous, fault againft herfclf and the. 

,.,.hole realm c. 
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1 T is eafy to obferve, from this fj)eech, that, in thofe c H A P. 

dawnings of liberty, the parliamentary fiyle was £till crude ~ 
and unformed ; and that the proper decorum of attacking 1579. 

minifrers and counfellors, without interefting the honour 
of the crown, or mentioning the pcrfon of the fovereign, 
was not as yet entirely e:ll:ab1i1hed. The commons ex-
prefiect great difplcafure at this unufual licence: They 
fequefrered Wentworth from the houfe, and committed 
him prifoner to the fetjcant at arms. They even ordered 
him to be examined by a committee, conftfl:ing of all 
thofc members who were alfo members of the privy-coun-
cil; and a report to be next day made to the houfe. 
rrhis committee met in the fiar-chamber, and wearing 
the afpeCl: of that arbitrary court, fummoned W entworth 
to appear before them, and anfwer for his behaviour. 
But though the commons had difcovercd fo little delicacy 
or precaution, in thus confounding their own authority 
with that of the fiar-chamber; W cntworth better undcr-
ftood the principles of liberty, and refufed to give thcfe 
counfellors any account of his conduct in parliament, 
till he were fatisfied, that they at!:ed, not as members of 
the privy-council, but as a committee of the houfe d .. 

He j ufrified himfelf by pleading the rigour and hardfhip 
of the queen's meifa;;es; and notwithfranding that the 
committee ihewed him, by infrances in other reigns, that 
the pratl:ice of fending fuch meifages was not unprece-
dented, he would not agree to exprefs any forrow er 
repentance. The iifuc of the affair was, that, after a 
month's 'confinement, the queen fent to the commons, 
informing them, that, from her fpecial grace and favour, 
:lhe had re:ftored him to his liberty and to his pbce in the 
houfe e. By this feeming lenity, fhe indirectly retained 
the power, which lhe had afiumed, of imprifoning the 
member~, and obliging them to anfwer before her for 

• D'Ewe', p. ZA t. e Ibid, p, 2~4· 
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C Hxt. P. their conduct in parliament. And Sir Waiter Mildmay 
'--'"'.--'endeavoured to m:1kc the houfe fenfible of her Majefiy's· 

1579• goodncfs, in fo gently remitting the indignation, which 
ilie might jufrly conceive at the temerity of their mem
ber: But he informed them, that they had not the liberty 
of fpcaking what and of '"horn they pleafed ; and that in
difcreet frecdoms, ufed in that houfe, had, both in the 
prefent and foregoiug age~, met with a proper chafiife

ment. H~ watned them, therefore, not to abufe farther 
the queen)s clemency ; lefi £he be confirained, contrary 
to her inclination, to turn an unfuccefsful lenity into a 

nccciTary feverity r. 
'T'HE behaviour of t:he two 1-}oufc was, in every other 

rcfpeB::, equally tame and fubmiiTtve. Infiead of a bil1,. 
. which was at firfr introduced ", for the reformation of 
. the church, they were contented to prefent a petition to; 
her ma]efry for that purpofe : And when ilie told them, 
that fhe would gi\:e orders to her biihops, to 2mend all 
abufes, and if they were negligent, fhe would herfelf, by 
her fuprcme power and authority over the church, give 

fuch rcdrcfs as would entirely fa1:isfy the nation; the par
liament willingly acquiefced in this fovereign and per-

emptory decif10n h. 

THoUGH the commons !hewed fo little fpirit in oppof
ing the aLl. hori.ty of the crown, they maintained, this, 
feilion, t!-leir dignity againft an encroachment of the 
peers, and wocld n0t agree to a conference, which, they 
thought, was dcflred of them in an irregular manner. 

'They acknowledged, however, with all humblenefs,. 

. (futh was their cxprcffion) the fuperiority of the lords:. 
They only rcfufed to give that houfe any r~afon for their 

proceedings ; and affcrtcd, that, where they altered a bill 
fent hem by the peers, it belonged to them to defire a 

. conferenc-.:, ~Ot tO the upper n0ufe to require it i. 

f D'Ewes, p.259• 
i lbid. p. z6j. 

g Ibid. P• 251., 

5 

h Ibid. p.257• 
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THE commons granted an aid of one fubftdy and two c H A P. 

iifteenths. Mildmay, in order to f.1.tisfy the houfe con-~~ 
cerning the reafonablencfs of this grant, entered into a 1579 • 

.detail of the queen's pafr expences in fupporting the go .. 
vernment, and of the encrcafing charges of the crown, 
from the daily encrcafe in the price of all commodities. 

He did not, however, forget to admonifh hem, that they 
were to regard this detail as the pure effect of the queen's 
condefcenfion, fince fhe was not bound to give them any 
.~ccount how 1he employeJ her treafu.rc k. 

k J.)'.Ewcs, p. 2~6. 

0..3 
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C I--1 A P. XLI. 

Affairs of Scotland--Spanijh affairs-Sir Fran

cis Drake--A parliament-Negociations of 

marriage with the duke of Anjou--Affairs of 

Scotland--Letter of queen Mary to Elizabeth 

--Confpiracies in .England-A parliament 

-r:tbe ecclejiaflical commiffzon -Affairs of 

tbe Low Countries --Hoftilities with Spain. 

c H A P. THE greatefi: and moft abfolute fccurity, that Eliza ... 
XLI. beth enjoyed during her \vholc reign never ex ... 

~~ empted her from vigilance and attention ; but the fcene 

began novv to be more overcaft, and dangers gradually 

multiplied on her from more than one quarter. 

The earl of ~1.orton had hitherto retained Scotland in 
Affairs of 
Scotland. ftriCt alliance with the queen, and had alfo reftored do-

mefi:ic tranquillity to that kingdom: ll:1t it was not to be 

expeCted, that the factitious and legal authority of a re

gent would long maintain itfelf in a country unacquaintcd 

with law and order; where even the natural dominion of 

hereditary princes fo often met with oppofition and con

troul. The nobility began anew to break into faCtions: 

The people were difgufi:ed with fo:ne in fiances of l\IIorton's 

avarice : And the clergy, who complained of farther en

croachments on their narrow revenue, joined and encreaf ... 

cd the difcontent of the other orders, The regent was 

fenfible of his dangerous fitu2.tion; and having dropped 

fome pecvilh e ·prd!:o:1s, as if he were ·willing or defirous 

to refign, the noblemen of the oppolite party, favourites of 

the younz king, lc.id hold of this concefiion, and required 

that d~miffion which he feemcd fo fl·ankly to offer them, 
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j ames was at this time but eleven years of age; yet Mor- C H A P. 

ton, having fecured himfelf, as he imagined, by a gene-~ 
..ral pardon, re!igned his authority into the hands of the 1 s?o, 

.king, who pretended to conduCl, in his own namt;, 
-the adminifrration of the kingdom. The regent retired 
.from the government, and feerned to employ himfelf en-
tirely in the care of his domefric aff.1irs; but either tired 
with this tranquillity, which appeared infipid after the 
agitations of ambition, or thinking it time to throw off 
diffimulation, he came again to court; acquired .an af-
cendant in the council; and though he refumcd not the 
title of regent, governed with the fame authority as 
:before. The oppo!ite party., after holding fe.parate con-
·ventions, took to arms, oP. pretence of delivering their 
prince from captivity, and refroring him to the free ex-
-ercife of his government : Qyeen Elizabeth intcrpofed 
·by her ambaffador, Sir Robert Bowes, and mediated an 
agreement between the fatl:ions: Morton kept poffeffion 
of the government; but his enemies were numerous and 
vigilant, and his authority feemed to become every day 
more precarious. 

THE count d~Aubigney, of the houfe of Lenox., 
oufin-german to the king's father, had been born and 

educated in France; and being a young man of good 
addrefs and a fweet difpo!ition, he appeared to the duke 
of Guife a proper infrrument for detaching J amcs from 
the Engliih intereft, and connecting him with his mother 
and her relations. He 110 foon -.:r appeared at Stirling, 
where James refided, than he acquired the affections of • 
the young monarch ,; and joining his intcrefrs with thofe 
of J ames Stuart of the houfe of Ochiltree, a man ·of 
profligate manners, who had acquired the king's favour, 
he employed himfelf, under the ap_?carance of play and 
amufement, in infrilling into the tender mind of the 
,Prince new fentiments of politics and government. He 

Q.. 4 reprefentcd 
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c r-~tr.P. rcprcfented to him the injufiice which had been done to 

~ Mary in h~r depofition, and made him entertain thoughts,. 
JsSo. either of reftgning the crown into her hands, or of affo

ciating her with him in the admini!tration 1
• Elizabeth, 

alarmed at the danger, which might enfue from the pre

valence of this interefr in Scotland, fcnt anew Sir Ro

bert Bowes to Stirling; and accufing d' Aubigney, now 

created earl of Lenox, of an attachment to the French, 

warned J ames againfr entertaining fuch fufpicious and 
dangerous conncxions m. The king excufed himfelf, by 

Sir Alex:mdcr Hume his amba!fador; and Lenox, find

ing that the queen had openly declared againfr him, was 
farther confirmed in his intention of overturning the 
Eng1ifh interefr, and particularly of ruining l'v1orton,_ 

,vho was regarded as the head of it. That nobleman 

was arrefred in council, accufed as an accomplice in the 
late king's murder, committed to prifon, brought to 

trial, and condemned to fuffer as a traitor. He confefled,. 

that Bothwel had communicated to him the defign, had 

pleaded Mary's confent, and had defired his concurrence; 

but he denied, that he had ever expre[ed any approbation 

of that crime ; and in excufe for his concealing it, he al

ledged the clanger of reyealing the fecret, either to Henry,_ 

who had no refol uti on nor confrancy, or to l\.1ary, who 

appeared to be an accomplice in the rnurder "· Sir Tho..., 
mas Randolph was fent by the queen to intercede in fa
vour of Morton; and tr..at ambaifador, not content with 

difcharging this duty of his function~ engaged, by his 
perfuafion, the earls of Argyle, Montrofe, Angus, Marre,. 

and Glencarne, to enter in.to a confederacy for protect

ing, even by force <;>f arms, the life of the prifoner. 
The more to overawe th.at nobleman's enemies, Eliza

\)et~ ordered forces to, be a!feml?led on the borders of 

1 Digges, p. 412, 428. Melvil, p. IJO· m Spotfwood, P· 309. 

• Ibid. P· 314. Crawford, P• 3·:n• Moyfe's Memoirs, p. 54• 

England; 
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England; but this expedient fcrvec.l only to hafl:cn his C !!r A P. 
fentence and execution °. Morton died with that con-~ 
francy and refolution, which had attended him through xs8,:1. 
~11 th~ various events of his life ; and left a reputation, 
which was lefs difputed with regard to ability than pro- , 
bity and virtue. But this conclufion of t 1e fcene hap-
pened not till the fubfequent year. 

ELIZABETH was, during this perioc,I, extremely anxi- S~a,11h •f-
f 1 . . S J d b h fa1rs. ous on account o every revo utwn m cot an ; ot 

becaufe that country alone, not being feparated from 
England by fea, and bordering on all the catholic and 
malcontent counties, afforded her enemies a fafe and cafy 
method of attacking her ; and becaufe ]ne was fenfible, 
that Mary, thinking herfclf abandoned by the French 
monarch, had been engaged by the Guifes to have re
courfe to the powerful protection of Philip, v.rho, though 
he had not yet come to an open rupture with the queen, 
was every day, both by the injuries which he commit-
ted and fuffcred, more cxafperated againft her. That he 
might retaliate for the affiit:mce, which fhe gave to his 
rebels in the Low Countries, he had fent, under the 
name of the pope P, a body of feven hundred Spaniards 
and ltalians into Ireland ; where the inhabitants, ~lways 
turbulent, anJ difcontented with the Engliih government, 
were now more alienated by religious prejudices, and 
were ready to join every invader. The Spaniih general, 
San J ofepho, built a fort in Kerry; and being there be
ficged by the earl of Ormond, prefidcnt of Munfter, who 
was foon after joined by lord Gray, the _deputy, he made 
a weak and cowardly defence. After fome affaults, 
feebly fufiained, he furrendered at difcretion; and Gray, 
~ho was attended with a fmall force, finding himfelf 
embarraued with fo many prifoners, put all the Spaniards 
and Italians t~ the fword without mercy, and hanged 

o Spotfwood, P• 312i 

about 
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C H A.P. about fifteen hundred Irifh: A cruelty which gave great 

~ difpleafure to Elizabeth q, 

.... 1F58o.. WHEN the Englifh ambaffador made complaints of 
.:>tr ranc1s 
J)rake, this inva!ion, he was anfwered by like complaints of _the 

piracies committed by Francis Drake, a bold feaman, 

who had affaulted the Spaniards in the place where they 

deemed themfelves mofr fecure, in the new world. This 

man, fprung from mean parents in the county of Devon, 

having acquired con!iderable riches by depredations made 
in the ifthmus of Panama, and having there got a fight 
of the Pacific , ocean, was fo ilimulated by ambition and 

avarice, that he fcrupled not to employ his whole for

~une in a new adventure through thofe feas, fo much 

unknown at that time to all the European nations r. By 

means of Sir Chriftopher Hatton, then vice chamberlain, 

a great favourite of the queen's, he obtained her confent 

and approbation; and he fet fail from Plymouth in 1577, 
with four !hips and a pinnace, on board of which were 

164 able failors s. He paffed into the South Sea by the 
Straits of Magellan, and attacking the Spaniards, who 
expeB:ed no enemy in thefe quarters, he took many rich 
prizes, and prepared to return with the booty, which he 

had acquired. Apprehen!ive of being intercepted by the 

enemy, if he took the fame way homewards, by which 

he had reach~d the Pacific ocean, he attempted to find a 

paffage by the north of California ; and failing in that 
enterprize, he fet fail for the Eaft Indies, and returned 

fafely this year by the Cape of Good Hope. He was the 
firfl: Engli£hman who failed round the Globe; and the 
firft commander in chief: For Magellan, whofe {hip 
executed the fame adventure, died in his paffage. His 
name became celebrated on account of fo bold and for .. 

q Camden, p. 47 S· Cox's hiftory of Irelaad, p. 3ES. r Camden, 

P•478• Stowe, P· 689. 5 Camden, p. 478. Hakluyt's Voyages, 

wal, iii, p. 730; 748. PLJrchas's Pilgrim, vol. i. p. 46. 

tunate 



ELIZABETH. 

tunate an attempt; but many, apprehe~ding the refent- c H A P. 

ment of the Spaniards, endeavoured to pcrfuade the queen,~ 
that it would be more prudent to difown the enterprize, 15Sa. 

to puniih Drake, and to re:fiore the treafure. But Eli-
zabeth, who admired valour, and who was allured by 
the profpeB: of {baring in the booty, determined to coun-

tenance that gallant failor : She conferred on him the 
honour of knighthood, and accepted of a banquet from 
him at Deptford, on board the !hip, which had atchieved 

fo memorable a voyage. When Phi1ip's ambaffador~ 

!v1endoza, exclaimed again:fi Drake's piracies, lhe told 

him, that the Spaniards, by arrogating a ri<' ht to the 
v,rhole new world, and excluding thence all other Euro-
pean nations, who ihould fail thither, even with a view 
of excrcifing the moft lawful commerce, naturally tempt-

ed others to make a violent irruption into thefe coun-
tri-.:s t. To pacify, however, the catholic monarch, !he 

caufcd pa.rt of the booty to be reftored to Pedro Sebura, 
a Spaniard, who pretended to be agent for the merchants, 
whom Drake had fpoiled. Having· learned afterwards, 
that Philip had feized the money, and had employed part 
of it againft herfelf in Ireland, part of it in the pay of 

the prince of Parma's troops, fhe determined to make no 

more reflitutions. 

THERE was another caufe, which induced the queen ts8r. 

to take this refolution: She was in fuch want of money, 
that .lhc was obliged to affemble a parliament, a meafure, 

which, as fhc herfclf openly declared, fhe never embraced, 

except when confrrained by the neceffity of her affairs. 

The parliament, befides granting her a fupply of one r 6th Jan. 

fubfidy and two fifteenths, enacted fome :fiatutes for the A parlia-
r. . f h. n . 11 l ment. 1ecunty o her government, c 1eny agamn: t 1e attempts 

of the catholics. Whoever, in any way, reconciled any 

~ Camden, p. 48g. 

one 
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C !-1 A P. one to the church of Rome, or was himfclf reconciled? 
XLI. 

~---.;was declared to be gt ilty of trcafon; to fay mafs was 
1 5 •· fubjetl:ed to t 1

1C pen:1lty of a year's imprifonmcnt, and a 

fine of two hundred marks; the being prefcnt was pu,. 

nifhable by a year's imprifonmcnt and a fine of a hun
dred marks : A fine of twenty pounds a-month was 

impofed on every one who continued, during that timet 
abient from church '1• To utter flanderous or fcditious 

words againfr the queen was punifhable, for the firfr 
ofFence, with the pillory and lofs of ears ; the fecond 

offence was declared felony: The writing or printing of 
fuch words was felony even on the firfl: offence ··· . The 

puritans prevailed fo far as to have farther applications 

made for reformation in religion x. Aml Paul Went

worth, brother to the member of that name, who had 

difringuifhed himfelf in the preceding fcffion, moved~ 

that the commons, from their own authority, :lhould ap

point a general faft and prayers; a motion, to which the 

houf~ railily affentecl. For this prefumption, they wer-e 

feven~ly reprimanded by a meffage from the queen, a~ 

encroaching on the royal prerogative and fupremacy ; 
and they were obliged to fubmit, and afk forgivenefs r. 

THE queen and parliament were engaged to pafs thefe 

fevere laws againft the catholics, by fome late difcoveries 
of the treafonable praCtices of their priefts. When the 

ancient worfhip was fuppreffed, and the reformation in

troduced into the univerfities, the king of Spain refletl:ed, 

that, as fome fpecics of literature was requifite for the 

fupport of thefe doetrines and controverfies, the Romifu 

communion mufi decay in England, if no me2ns were 

found to gi vc erudition to the ecclefiafrics ; and for this 

reafon, he founded a feminary at Doiby, where the ca

tholics fent their children, chiefly fuch as were intenqcd 

u ~ 1 Eliz. cap. 1o w lbid. cap. '-• x D'Ewes, p. 302. 

Y Ibid. P• '-84, 2.8 5• 
for 
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for the priefrhood, in order to receive the rudiments ofC H A P. 

their education. The cardinal of Lorraine imitated this~ 
example, by ereCl:ing a like feminary in his diocefe of tsS•. 
Rheims; and though Rome was fomewhat diftant, the 
pope would not negleCl: to adorn, by a foundation of the 
fame nature, that capital of orthodoxy. Thefe femina-
ries founded with fo hoftile an intention, fent over every 
year a colony of priefts, who maintained the catholic 
fuperftition in its full height of bigotry; and being edu-
cated with a view to the crown of martyrdom, were not 
deterred, either by danger or fatigue, from maintaining 
and propagating their principles. They infufed into all 
their votaries an extreme hatred againft the queen ; whom 
they treated as an ufurper, a fchifmatic, a heretic, a pcr-
fecutor of the orthodox, and one folemnly and publicly 
an~thematifed by the holy father. Sedition, rebellion,. 
and fometimes affaffination, were the expedients, by 
which they propofed to effectuate their purpofes againfl: 
her; and the fevere reftraint, not to fay perfccution, un-
der which the catholics laboured, made them the more 
willingly receive, from their ghoftly fathers, fuch violent 
dotl:rines. 

T'HESE feminaries were all of them under the direc
tion of the jefuits, a new order of regular priefts creCl:ed 
in Europe, when the court of Rome perceived, that the 
lazy monks and beggarly friars, who fufficed in times of 
ignorance, were no longer able to defend the ramparts of 
the church, alfailed on every fide, and that the inqui
fitive fpirit of the age required a fociety more aCl:ive and 
more learned, to oppofe its dangerous progrefs. Thefe 
men, as they Hood foremoft in the contefi: ~gainft the pro
teftants, drew on them the extreme animofity of that 

"whole feet; and by aifuming a fupcriority over the other 
more numerous and more ancient orders of their own 
communion, were even expofed to the envy of their 

brethren ; 
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c ~L~. P. brethren: So that it is no wonder, if the blame, to which 
~their principles and conduct might be expofed, has, in 

1581, many infi:ances, been much exaggerated. This reproach, 

however, they mufi: bear from pofi:erity, . that, by the 
very nature of their infritution, they were engaged to 
pervert learning, the only effeClual remedy againfr fupcr
ftition, into a nourjfhment of that infirmity ; and as 
their erudition was chiefly of the ecclefiafrical and fcho

lafric kind (though a few members have cultivated polite 
literature) they were only the more enabled, by that ac
quifition, to refine away the pJainefr dictates of morality, 

and to ereCt a regular fyfrcm of cafuifrry, by which pre

varication, perjury, and every crime, where it ferved 
their ghofrly purpofes, might be juH:ified and defended. 

THE jefuits, as devoted fervants to the court of Rome, 
exalted the prerogative of the fovereign pontiff above 
all earthly power; and by maintaining his authority of 

depofing kings, [et no bounds, either to his fpiritual or 
temporal jurifdiction. This doctrine became fo preva
lent among the zealous catholics in England, that the 

excommunication, fulminated againfr Elizabeth, excited 

many fcruples of a fingular kind, to which it behoved 
the holy father to provide a remedy. The bull of Pius, 
in abfolving the fubjeCl:s from their oaths of allegiance, 
commanded them to refifl: the queen1s ufurpation; and 
many Romanifl:s were apprehenfive, that, by this claufe, 
they were obliged in confcience, even though no favour

able opportunity offered, to rebel againfr her, and that 

no dangers or difficulties could free them from this indif

penfable duty. But Parfons and Campion, two jefuits, 
were fent over with a mitigation and explanation of the 

doCl:rine; and they taught their difciples, that though 

the bull was for ever binding on Elizabeth and her parti
zans, it did not oblige the catholics to obedience, except 

when the fovereign pontiff ihould think proper, by a new 
' 3 fummons, 
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ummons, ·to require it -zr. Cam pion was afterwards de- C H A P. 
. . XLL 

tected in treafonable practices; and bemg put to the rack, ~,.-...j 
and confeffing his guilt, he was publicly executed. His 15S.I. 

execution was ordered at the very time when the duke 
of Anjou was in England, and profecuted, with the 
greateR: appearance of fuccefs, his marriage with the 
queen; and this feverity was probably intended to ap-
peafe her protefl:ant fubjetl:s, and to fatisfy them, that, 
whatever meafures :lhe might purfue, ilie never would 
depart from the principles of the reformation. 

THE duke of Alen~on, now created duke of Anjou, Negod"t 

had never entirely dropped his pretenfions to Elizabeth; tions_of 
marnage 

and that princefs, though her fuitor was near twenty- with the 

five years younger than herfelf, and had no knowledge ~~~u:f 
of her perfon, but by piCtures or d~fcriptions, was ftiU 
pleafed ·with the image, which his addreifes afforded her 'f 
of love and tendernefs. The duke, in order to forward 
his fuit, befides employing his brother's ambaifador, fent 
over Simier, an agent of his own; an artful man, of an 
agreeable converfation,. who,. foon remarking the qaeen's 
humour, amufed her with gay difcourfe, and inftead of 
ferious political reafonings, which, he found, only awak ... 
ened her ambition, and hurt his mafl:er's interefl:s, he 
introduced every moment all the top.ics of paffion and of 
gallantry. The pleafure, which ihe found in this man's 
focicty, foon produced a familiarity between them ; and 
amidfl: the greatefl: hurry of bufi.nefs, her moft confidential 
minifl:ers had not fuch ready accefs to her, as had Simier, 
who, on pretence of negociation, entertained her with 
accounts of the tender attachment borne her by the duke 
of Anjou. The earl of Leicefl:er, who had never before 
been alarmed with any courtihip payed her, and who 
always trufied, that her love of dominion would prevail 
over her inclination to marriage, began to appr.ehend,. 

3i Camden, P• 477• 

that 
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c H A P. that fhe was at lafl: caug'~H in her own fn::tre, and that the 
XI.£. l . l JL h d . h" "-----.- artful encouragement, w l!C 1 me a gtven to L 1s young 
158r. fuitor, had unawares engaged her affeCtions. To ren

der Simier odious, he availed himfelf of the credulity of 
the times, and fpread 1·eports, that that minifl:er had 
gained an afccndant over the queen, not by any natural 

principles of her confi:itution, but by incantations and 
love potions. Simier, in revenge, endeavoured to dif
credit Leice£1:er with the queen; and he revealed to her a 
fecret, which none of her courtiers dared to difcovcr, 
that this nobleman was fecretly, without her confent, 
married to the widow of the earl of Elfex ; an aCtion 
which the queen interpreted either to proceed from want 
of refpetl: to her, or as a violation of their mutual at
tachment ; and which fo provoked her, that !he threat
ened to fend him to the Tower a. 'I'he quarrel went fo 
far between Leicefter and the French agent, that the 
former was fufpecred of having employed one Tudor, a 
bravo, to take away the life of his enemy; and the 
queen thought it neceffary, by proclamation, to ta~e 
Simier under her immediate proteCtion. It happened, 
that, while Elizab ... th was rowed in her barge on the 
Thames, attended by Simier, and fome of her courtiers, 
a ihot was fired wh:ch wounded one of the bargemen; 

but the queen findir1g, upon enquiry, that the piece had 
_been difchargcd by accident, gave the pcrfon his liberty, 
· without farther puniihmcnt. So far was ihe from enter

taining any fufp;cion againll: her people, that {he was · 
often heard to fay, " 1~hat fne would lend credit to no
'' thing againfi: them, v.rhich parents would not believe 
'-' of their own children b." 

THE duke of Anjou, encouraged by the accounts 
fent him of the queen's prepoffeffions in his favour, paid 
he~ fectetly a vitit at Greenwich; and after fome con-

b Idem ibid. 
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f~rence with her, the purport of which js not known, he c H A P. 
XLI. departed. It appeared, that, though his figure was not ..__.,,--..J advantageous, he had lofi no ground by being perfonally :t·.$8 1 • known to her; and foon after, ihe commanded Burleigh, now treafurcr, Sulfex, Leicefier, Bedford, Lincoln, 

Hatton, and fecretary W aliingham, to concert with the 
French ambalfadors the terms of the intended contraa 
of marriage. Henry had fent over on this occaiion a 
fplendid embalfy coniifiing of Francis de Bourbon, prince 
Dauphin, and many confiderable noblemen ; and as the 
queen had in a manner the power of prefcribing what terms ihe pleafed, the articles were foon fettled with the Engliih commiffioners. It was agreed, that the marriage fuould be celebrated within fix weeks after the ratifica-tion of the articles; that the duke and his retinue fhould have the exercife of their rcli~ion; that after the marriage 
he ihould bear the title of King, but the adminifiration to remain folely in the queen; that their children, male 
or female, fhould fucceed to the crown of England ; that 
if there be two males, the eld~fi, in cafe of Henry's death without ilfue, fhould be king of France, the younger of England; that if there be but one male, and he fucceed to the crown of France, he fhould be obliged 
to refide in England eight months every two year•; that the laws and cufioms of England fhould be preferved in-
violate; and that no foreigner fhould be promoted by the 
duke to any office in England ~. 

THESE articles, providing for the fecurity of England, in cafe of its annexation to the crown of France, opened 
but a difmal profpetl: to the Englifh; had not the age of Elizabeth, who was now in her forty-ninth year, contri
buted very much to allay their apprchenfions of this na
ture. The queen alfo, as a proof of her frill remaining 
uncertainty, added a claufe, that ih~ W"'-S not bound to 

b C~mden) p. 484. 

VoL. V. R ~orr.plet; 
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c H A P. complete the marriage, till further articles, which wer~ 
XLI. . 
~ not fp>ecified, iliould be agreed on between the parties; 

Jj3I, and till the king of France be certified of this agreement. 
Soon after, the queen fent over vValfingham, as ambaf
fador to France, in order to form clofcr connexions with 

Henry; and enter into a league offcnfive and defenfive 
againfr the cncrcafing power and dangerous ufurpations 

of Sp.in. The French King, who had been extremely 
difrurbed with the unquiet fpirit, the refilefs ambition,. 
the cntcrprizing, and yet timid and inconftant difpofition 
of Anjou, h:1d :1.lrcady fought to free the kingdom from 

his intrigues, by opening a fccne for his aCtivity in Flan
ders ; and having allowed him to embrace the proteCl:ion 
of the States, had fccretiy fupplicd him with men and 
money for that undertaking. The profpeCl: of fettling 

him in England was for a like reafon very agreeable to 
that monarch ; and he was defirous to cultivate, by every 

expedient, the f:l\'ourable fenti~nts, v:hich Elizabeth 
f~emed to entertain towards him. But this princcfs,. 
though fhe had gone farther in her amorous c dalliance 
than could be j uftified or accounted for by any principle~ 
of policy, was not yet determined to carry matters to a 
final conclufion ; and ihe confined \V :1lfingham, in his· 

it ft;:uclions, to neg·Kiating conditions of a mutual al

liance b.::tween Fr:1nce and I:ngland d. Henry with re
luCtance fubmitted to hold confere1 ccs on that fubject ~ 
hut no fooner had Walfingham begun to fettle the con
ditions of alliance, than he was informed, that the queen,. 

forefe~ing hoftility with Spain to be the refult of this 
confederacy, had declared, that fue would prefer the mar
riage with the war, before the war without the marriage· 

'I'he French <;ourt, pleafed with this change of refolu-

ion, broke ·off the conferences concerning the league, 

c Digges, p. 387, 3961 4C81 416, 
.. lbid, P· 37 s, 3~~~ 

oi Ibid. p. 3.S:'.• 
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nncl opened a negociation for the marriage r. But mat- c H A P. 

ters had not long proceeded in this train, before the queen ~ 
again declared for the league in preference to the mar- 158x. 

riage, and ordered W alfingham to renew the conferen·ces 
for that purpofe. Before he had leifure to bring this 
point to maturity, he was interrupted by a new change 
of refolution g; and not only the court of France, but 
Walfingham himfelf, Burleigh, and all the wifefi mini-

' fiers of Elizabeth, were in amaze, doubtful where this 
ontefl: between inclination and reafon, love and ambi
ion, would at lafl: termin~te '·. 

IN the courfe of this affair, Elizabeth felt anotlier va
riety of intentions, from a new conteil bctvveen her rea
fon and her ruling paffions. The duke of Anjou expected 
from her fome money, by which he might be enabled to 
-open the campaign in Flanders; and the queen her~ If, 
though her fi-ugality made her long reluCtant, was fen
fible that this fupply was neccffi1ry; and ihe was at laft 
induced, after much hcfitation, to comply with his re
queil i. She fent him a prcfent of a hundred thoufand 
crowns; by which, joined to his own demefnes and the 
affiilance of his brother and the queen dowager; he levied 
an army, and took the field againfl the prince of ~uma. 

He was fucccfsful in raifing the fiege of Cam bray; and 
being chofen by the States governor of the Netherlands, 
he put his army into winter quarters, and came over to 
England, in order to profccute his fuit to the queen. 
The reception which he met with, made h:m expeCt en
tire fuccefs, and gave him hopes, th~t E!izabeth had 
furmounted all fcruplcs, and v>as finally determined to 
make choice of him fc:- her hufband. In the midfl of the 
pomp, which atter:ded the anniverfary of her coronation, r;th Nov. 

f Diggcs p. 392. 
end of the volume. 

Rymer, xv. p. 193• 

g lbiJ. p. cS. h S(e note [ Q] at the 
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C H A P. fhe was feen, after I ono- and intimate difcourfe with him, 
XLI. o • 

\...--v--J to take a ring from her own finger, and to put It upon 
· Js8r, his; and all the fpetl:ators concluded, that in this cere

mony, fhe had given him a promife of marriage, and was 
even defirous of fignifying her intention to all the world. 

St. Aldegonde, ambaffador from the States, difpatched im

mediately a letter to his mafi:ers, informing them of thirt 
great event; and the inhabitants of Antwerp, who, as 
well as the other Flemings, regarded the queen as a kind 
of tutelar divinity,. tefi:ified their joy by bonfires and the 
difcharge of their great ordnance k, A puritan of Lin
coJn's-Inn had written a paffionate book, which he in
tituled, "The'Gulph in which England will be [wallowed 

" by the French Marriage." He was apprehended and 
profecuted by order of the queen, and was condemned to 

lofe his right hand as a libeller. Such was the confiancy 
and loyalty of the man, that, immediately after the fen
tence was executed, he took off his hat with his other 
hand, and waving it over his head, cried "God fave the 

queen." 
BuT notwithftanding this attachment, which Eliza

beth fo openly difcovered to the duke of Anjou, the 
combat of her fcntiments was not entirely over; and her 
ambition, as well as prudence, toufing itfelf by intervab, 
frill filled her breafi: with doubt and hefitation. Almoft 

all the courtiers, whom fhe trufi:ed and favoured, Lei
cefrcr, Hatton, and Walfingham, difcovered an extreme 

a\·crfion to the marriage ; and the ladies of her bed

chamber made no fcruple of oppofing her refolution with 
the mofr zealous remonfrrances I. · Among other enemies 

to the match, Sir Philip, fon of Sir Henry Sidney, lord 

<1( puty of Ireland, and nephew to Leicefl:er; a young 
man the mofi: accomplifhed of that age; declared himfelf: 
And he ufcd the freedom to write her a letter, in which 

l< Camden, P· 486. Thuan, Lb. 74• l C;1mden, p. 48S .. 
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he ifilfuaded her from her prefent refolution, with an un- C H A P. 

ufual elegance of expreffion, as well as force of reafoning. ~L~ 
He told her' that the fecurity of her government de- Ish. 

pended entirely on the affeCtions of her proteftant fub-
jetl:s; and fhe could not, by ariy meafure, more effeB:ually 
difguft them than by efpoufing a prince, who was fon of 
the perfidious Catherine, brother to the cruel and perfi-
dious Charles, and who had himfelf embrued his hands 
in the blood of the innocent and defencelefs proteftants : 
That the Catholics were her mortal enemies, and believed 
either that ihe had originally ufurped the crown, or was 
now b.wfu!ly dcpofed by th~ pope's bull of excommuni
cation; and nothing had ever fo much elevated their 
hopes as the profpetl: of her marriage with the duke of 
Anjou: That her chief fecurity at prefent, againft the 
efforts of fo numerous, rich, and united a faction, was, 
that thl y poildfed no head who could cond uB: their dan
gerous c.nterprizes; and ihe herfelf was raihly fupplying 
th:lt defect, by giving an intereft in the kingdom to a
prince, whofe education had zealoufly attached him to 
that communion : That though he was a ftrangcr to the 
blood royal of England, the difpGfitions of men were now 
fuch, that they preferred the religious to the civil con
neCtions; and were more influenced by fympathy in 
theological opinions- than by the principles of legal and 
hereditary government : That the duke himfelf had dif
covered a very rcfilefs and turbulent fpirit; and having 
often violated his loyalty to his elder brother and his fovr
reign, there remained no hopes. that he would paffivcly 
fubmit to a woman, whom he might, in qualjty of huf
band, think himfelf intitled to command : That the 
French nation, fo populous, fo much abounding in fol
diers, fo full of nobil!ry, who were devoted to arms, and, 
for fome time, accuf!:omed to ferve for plunder, would 
fupp1y him with partizans, dangerous to a people, un-

R 3 warlike 
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C H A P. warlike and dcfencelefs like the generality of her fubje&s: 
XLI. d r 1 ~ That the plain and honourable path, which :lhe ha 10 ... 

1 5& 1• !owed, of cultivating the affeCtions of her people, had 
hitherto rendered her reign fer;:ure and happy; and how
~vcr her enemies might feem to multiply upon her, the 
fame invincible rampart w.as frill able to proteCt a~d de
fend her: That fo long as the throne of France was filled 
by Henry or his pofterity, it was vain to hope, that the 
ties of blood would enfure the amity of that kingdom, 
preferably to the max!ms of policy or the prejudices of 
religiot:; and if ever the crown devolved on the duke of 
Anjou, the conjunB:ion of France and England would · 
prove ~ burtheu, rather th::m a protcClion, to the latter 
kingdom: Th<:.t the example of her fifter l\tlary was fuf
ficient to inftruCl: her in the danger of fuch conneCtions; 
and to prove, that the affec1:ion and confidence of the 
Englifh could never be maint=.1ined, v,rhere they had fuch 
reafon t~ apprehend, that their interefis would every mo
ment be facrificed to thofe of a foreign and hoftile na
tion : That notwithftanding thefe great inconveniencies, 
difcovered by pafr experience, the houfe of Burgundy, it 
rnuft be corfeffed, was more popular in the nation than 
the family of France; and, what was of chief moment, 
Philip was of the fame communion with Mary, and was 
conneCted with her by this great band of intereft and 
affeCtion: And that however the queen might remain, 
childleC, even though old age :!1 ould grow upon her, the 
fingu]ar f~IicitY. and glory of her reign vwuld prefcrve her 
from contempt; the affections of her fubjeets, and thofe 
of all the proteH:-!nts in Europe, would defend her from 
fttacks; ar:d her own prudence, without other aid or 
aliifiance, would b:1ffie all the efforts of her moft malig-
nant enemies m. . 

THESE refleCtions kept the queen in great anxiety and 
~rrcfolution; and fhe was obferved to pafs feveral nights 

!"'! Letters of the Sydneys) v~l. i, p. z87, & feq. Cabala, p. 361. 
· · withou~ 
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without any fleep or repofe. At lafi: her fettled habits ofC H A P. 
. . . . XLI. 

prudence and ambitiOn prevailed over her temporary m- '---v---J 

clination; and having fent for the duke of Anjou, !he had a 1 537.• 

long conference with him in private, where fhe was fup-
pofed to have made him apologies for breaking her former 
engagements. He expreffed great difgufi: on his leaving 
her; threw away the ring which fhe had given him; and 
uttered many curfes on the mutability of women and of 
illandcrs "· Soon after, he went over to his government 
of the Netherlands; loft the confidence of the States by a 

rafh and violent attempt on their liberties ; was expelled 

that country; retired into France; and there died. The 

queen, by timely refleB:ion, faved herfe]f from the nu-
merous mifchiefs, which mufi: have attended fo imprudent 
a marriage: And the difrr~B:ed fi:ate of the French mo-
narchy prevented her from feeling any efietl:s of that 

refentment, which fhe had reafon to . dread, from the 
affront fo wantonly put upon that royal family. 

THE anxiety of the queen, from the attempts of the Affdirs of' 
. . Scotland. 

Enghih cathohcs, never ceafed during the whole courfe 
of her reign; but the variety of revolutions which hap

pened in all the neighbouring kingdoms, were the fource 
fometimes of her hopes, fometimes of her apprehenfi.ons •. 
This year the affairs of. Scotbnd frrongly engaged her 
attention. The influence, which the earl of Lenox, and 
J amcs Stuart, who now allt1med the title of earl of Ar'
ran, had acquired over the young king, \Vas but a flen
dcr foundation of authority; while the generality of the 
pobles, and all the preachers, were fo much difcontented 

with their adminifiration. The affembly of the church 
appointed a folemn fafi ; of which one of the avowed rea
fons was the danger to which the king was expofeJ from 

the company of wicked perfons 0 : And on that day, the 
pulpits refounded with declamations againfr Lenox, 

A Camden1 p. 486. o Spotfwood, p. 319. 
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C H A P. Arran, and all the prefent counfellors. When the minds 
XLI. 

'--v--J of the pe~ple were fufficiently prepared by thefe leCl:ures, 
rsS:z., a .confpi1acy of the nobility was formed, probably with 

the concurrence of Elizabeth, for feizing the perfon of 

Augu!l 23. J ames at Ruthven, a feat of the earl of Gowry's; and 
the defig:1, being kept fecret, fucceeded without any op
pofition. The leaders in this enterprize were, the earl of 

Gowry himfelf, the earl of :rviarre, the lords Lindefey 
and Boyd, the mafiers of Glamis and Oliphant, the ab

bots of Dunfermline, Paif1ey, and 8ambu!kenneth. The 

king wept when he found himfelf detained a prifoner ; 

but the mafrer of Glamis faid; " No matter for his tears: 

" Better that boys fhou1d weep than bearded men :'? 

An exprefl1on whi~h J ames co~ld never afterwards for .. 
give P, But notwithftanding his refentment, he found 

it neceff~ry to fubmit to the prefent nece.ffity. He pre

tended an entire acquiefcence in the conduct of the affo: 

~iators ; acknowledged the detention of his perfon to be 
a~ceptable fervice; and agreed to fummon both an aflem; 
ply of the church and ·a convention of efi:ates, in order to 
ratify that enterprize. 
· THE e.ffembly, though they had efi:ablilhed it as an in
violable mle, that the king, on no account and under no 
pretence, fhould ever intermeddle in ecclefiafi:ical mat7 

ters, made no fcruple of taking civil affairs under their 
cognizance, and of deciding .on this occafion, that the 
attempt of the confpirators was acceptable t~ all that 
feared God, or tendered the prefervation of the king's 
perfon, a!ld profperous ftate of the realm. They even 

enjoined all the clergy to recommend thefe fentiments 
from the pulpit; and they threatened with ecclefiafi:ical 
~enfures every rrian, who ihould oppofe the authority of 
the confederated lords q. The com.;ention, being corn .. 

pofed c~idly of thefe lords themfelves, added their fanc .... 
i 

P S~ot(wood, p. 320. 
I . . . • , 

q Ibid. p. 3a. 
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ELIZABETH. 

tion to thefe proceedings. Arran was confined a prifonerC H A P. 

ir: his own houfe : Lenox, though he had power to re-~ 
fift, yet rather than excite a civil war, or be the caufe of 15~h. 
bloodilied r, chofe to retire into France, where he foon 
after died. He perfevered to the lafr in the proteftant reli-
gion, to which J ames had converted him, but wbich the 
Scotch clergy could never be perfuaded that he had fin-
cerely embraced. The king fent for his family, refrored 
his fon to his paternal honours and eftate, took care to 
eftabliih the fortunes of all his other children ; and to his 
laft moments never forgot the early friendihip, which he 
had borne their father : A ftrong proof of the good dif-
pofitions of that prince s ~ 

No fooner was this revolution known in England, than 
the queen fept Sir Henry Cary, and Sir Robert Bowes tq 

J ames, in order to congratulate him on his deliverance 
from the pernicious counfels of Lenox and Arran ; to 
exhort him not to refent the feeming violence, committed 
on him by the confederated lords ; and to procure from 
,him permiffion for the return of the earl of Angus, who, 
ever fince Morton's fall, had lived in England. They 
eafil y prevailed in procuring the recall of Angus ; and as 
James fufpeCl:ed? that Elizabeth had not been entirely 
Jmacquainted with the projeCl: of his detenfion, he thought 
proper, before the Englilh ambaffadors, to differnble his 
refentment againft the authors of it. Soon after, La 
Mothe-Fenelon, and Menneville, appeared as ambaffa- rsSJ• 
$lors from France: Their erran.d was to enquire concern.:.. 
ing the fituation of the king, make profeffions of their 
mafi:er's friendihip, confirm the ancient league with 
France, and procure an accommodation between James 
and the queen of Scots. This laft propofal gave great 
umbrage to the clergy; and the affembly voted the fet-

r Heylin's Hifi, Prelbyterr p~ '-17 1 Spotfwood. ~ Spotfwood, 

r· ~~s. 
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~Lf ~· eing of terms between t e mother and fon to be a mof\ 
· --v---J,: icked undertaking. The pulpits refounded with decla-

's 3• mations againft the French ambaffadors; particularly 

F enelon, whom they called the meffenger of the bloody 

murderer, meaning the duke of Cuife: And as that mi

niller, &eing knight of the Holy Ghofr, wore a white 

cro~s on his :fhoulder, they commonly denominated it, in 

contempt, the badge of Antichrifr. The king endea

voured, though in vain, to reprefs thefe infolent reflec

tions ; but in order to make the ambaffadors fome com

penfation, he defired the magifirates of Edinburgh to 

give them a fplendid dinner before their departure. T() 

prevent this entertainment, the clergy appointed that very 

day for a public fafr; and finding that their orders were 

not regarded, they employed their fermons in thundering 

curfes on the magifirates, who, by the king's direCtion, 

had put this mark of refpecc on the ambaifadors. They 

even purfued them afterwards with the cenfures of the 

church; and it was with difficulty they were prevented 

from i£IuinK the fentence of excommunication againfl: 

them, on account of their fubmiiEon to royal, preferably 
to clerical, authority t. 

WHAT encreafed their alarm with regard to an accom

modation between J amcs and Mary, was, that the 

En:;liili ambaff::dors fecmed to concur with the French in 

this propofal ; and the c "rgy were fo igr.orant as to believe 

the fim:erity of the profeffions mr.dc by the former. The 

queen of S"Ccts hu.d often made overtures to Elizabeth, 

Lrtter of vhich had been entirely neglcc1:ed; but hearing of J amcs'' 
."Maty to detention, fllC wrote a lettc: in a more pathetic and more 
:llizabeth. 

fpirit,cd frrain than ufual ; cravi11g the affifl:ance of that 

princcf!), b0th for her own and her fon's liberty. She 
faid, 1at he .... ccount of the prince's captivity had excited 

her mofi: tender concern; and the experience, which the 

t Spotfwood, p 3l4• 
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hcrfclf, during fo many years, had of the extreme in~ li ... C H A P .. 
XLI. 

city attending that fituation, had made her the more ~ 

apprehenfivc, left a like fate fhould purfue her unhappy •ss~. 

offspring: That the long train of injuftice which fhe had 

undergone; the calumnies to which the had been cxpofed; 

were fo grievous, that, finding no place for right or truth 
~mon.g men, i)-le was reduced to make her lafi ap~al to 

H-eaven, the only competent tribunal between princes of 
equal jurifditl:ion, degree, and dignity: That after her 
re bell =ous fubjec1s, fecretly: infiigated by Elizabeth' 

minifiers, had expelled her the thtone, had confined her 

in prifon, had purfued her with arms, ilie had voluntarily 

thrown hcrfelf under the protection of England; fatally 

a1 ured by thofe reiterated profeffions of amity w.hicb. had 

been made her, and by her confidence in the generofity 

of a friend, ~n ally, and a kinfv10man: That not con-

tent Vlith excluding her from her prefence, with fuppott-
.ing the ufurpers of her throne, with contributing to t.'le 

de.fl:ruCl:ion of her faithful fubjects, Elizabeth had reduced 

her to a worfc captivity than that from which fhe had 
efcaped, and had made her this cruel return for tlie un-
limited confidence, which :fhe had repofed in her: That 

though her rcfer..tmcnt of fuch fcvere ufage had never car-
ried her farther than to ufe fomc difappointed efforts for 

her deliverance, unhappy for herfelf, and fatal to others, 

fhe found the rigours of confinement daily multiplied upon 

her; ana at length carried to fuch a height that it fur-
paffed the bounds of all human patience any longer to 

endure them: That fue ·was cut off from all communica-
tion, not only with the refi of mankind, but with her 
only fan; and her maternal fondnefs, which was now 
more enlivened by their unh2ppy fympathy in fituation, 
and was her foie remaining attachment to this world, de-
prived even of th~t melaucholy folace, which letters or 

mdfages 
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C H A P. mefl"ages could give : That the bitternefs of her forrows, 
XLI. • 
~ ftill more than her clofe confinement, had preyed upon 

1 .S8l· her health, and had added the iufufferable weight of bo
dily infirmity to all thofe other calamities, under which 
fue laboured : That while the daily experience of her 
maladies opened to her the comfortable profpetl: of an ap
proaching deliverance into a region where pain and forrow 
are no more, her enemies envied her that lafr confolation; 
and having feduded her from every joy on earth, had 
done what in them lay to debar her from all h pes in her 
future and eternal exifrence : That the exer ife of her 
religion was refufed her; the ufe of t ofe facred rites in 
which fue had been educated; t . e commerce with thofe 
holy minifrers, whom Hcav{. a appointed to receive the 
a 1 

.. v ~gwent of our tranfgreffions, and to feal our 
penitence by a folemn re-admiffion into heavenly favour 
and forgivenefs : That it was vain to complain of the ri
gours of perfecution exercifed in other kingdoms; when 
a queen, and an innocent woman, was excluded from an 
indulgence, which never yet, in the mofr barbarous 
countries, had been denied to the meanefr and mofr ob
noxious malefatl:or : That could fue ever be induced to 
defcend from that royal dignity in which Providence had 
placed her, or depart from her appeal to Heaven, there 
was only one other tribunal, to which fhe would appeal 
from all her enemies; to the ju.fiice and humanity of 
Elizabeth's own breafr, and to that lenity, which, unin
fluenced by malignant counfeJ, fhe would naturally be 
induced to exercife towards her : And that fue finally 
intreated her, to refume her natural difpofition, and to 
refletl: on the fupport, as well as comfort, which fue 
might receive from her fon and herfelf, if, joining the 
obligations of gratitude to the ties of blood, fhc would 
deign to raife them from their prefent melancholy fitua,. 

tion, 
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tion, and reinfrate them in that liberty and authority, 
which they were intitled u. 

to CHAP. 

ELIZABETH was engaged to obfrruCl: Mary's reftora
tion, chiefly becaufe fhe forefaw an unhappy alternative 
attending that event. If this princefs recovered any 
confiderable !hare of authority in Scotland, her refentment, 
ambition, zeal, and connections, both domefiic and 
foreign, might render her a dangerous neighbour to Eng
land, and enable her, after fuppreffing the protefiant party 
among her fubjetl:s, to revive thofe pretenfions, which 
lhe had formerly advanced to the crown, and which her 
partizans in both kingdoms frill fupported with great 
indufiry and affurance. lf lhe was reinfiated in power, 
with fuch firict limitations as could not be broken, fue 
might be difgufred with her fituation; and flying abroad, 
form more defperate attempts than any fovereign, who 
had a crown to hazard, would willingly undertake. Mary 
herfelf, fenfible of thefe difficulties, and convinced by 
experience, that Elizabeth would for ever debar her the 
throne, was now become more humble in her willies; and 
as age and infirmities had repreffed thofe {entiments of 
ambition and indignation, by which fhe had formerly 
been fo much actuated, lhe was willing to f.1.crifice all 
her hopes of power and grandeur, in order to obtain a little 
liberty; a bleffing to which lhe naturally af_Rired with the 
fondefi impatience. She propofed, therefore, that lhe 
lhould be affociated with her fon in the title to the crown 
of Scotland, but that the adminifiration fhould remain 
folely in him: And 1he was content to live in England, 
in a private fiation, and even under a kind of refrraint; 
but with fome more liberty, both for exercife and compa
ny, than .!he had enjoyed, fince the firfr difcovery of her 
intrigues with the duke of Norfolk. But Elizabeth, 
4fraid left fuch a loofe method of guarding her would 

fJ.c:iEtate 

XLI. 
'-""""'~ 

1513. . 
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C H A P. facilitate her efcape into France or Spain, or, at leafr; 
XLI, 
~ would encourage and encreafe her partizans, and enable 

1583. . her to conduct thofe intrigues, to which !he had already 
difcovered fo fhong a propenfity, was fecretly determined 

to deny her requefts; and though lhe feigned to affent to 

them, ihe well knew how to difappoint the expeCtations 
of the unhappy princefs. While Lenox maintained hi 
authority in Scotland, fue never gave any reply to all the 
applications made to her by the Scottifh queen w: At prc
fent, when her own creatures had acquired poffeffion of 

the government, £he was refolved to throw the odium of 

refufal upon them; and pretending, that nothing farther 
was required to a perfetl: accommodation, than the con
currence of the council of fi:ate in Scotland, fhe onlered. 

her ambaffador, Bowes, to open the negociation for 
Mary's liberty, and her affociation with her fon in the 
title to the crown. Though ihe feemed to make this 
conceffion to Mary, 1he refufed her the liberty of fendi.ng 

:my amba!fador of her own; and that princefs could eafily 
conjeCture, from this circum:fl:ance, what would be the 

refult of the' pretended negociation. The privy council 

of Scotland, infl:igated by the clergy, rejected all treaty ~ 

and James, who was now a captive in their hands, af.:. 
firmed, that l1e had never agreed to an ailociation with 
his mother, and that the matter had never gone farther 
than fome loofe propofals for that purpofe x. 

THE affairs of Scotland remained not long in the pre
fent fituation. Jamcs, impatient of refrraint, made hi 
efcapr. from his keepers; and flying to St. Andrews, 
fumrnoned his friends and partizans to attend him. The 
e::trls of Argyle, Marfnal, 1\:fontrofe, and R othcs, ha~ 
ftened to pay their duty to their fovereign; and thv 

oppofite party found themfelves unable to refifi fo power"" 

w Jebb, vol. ii. p. :40• x MS. in the AcYocates' L:brary, A. 3• 

zS. p. 401. from the Cott, Lib, C~lit,. , 9• 

7 ful 
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u1 a combination. They were offered a pardon, upon C H P. 

<their fubmiffion, and an acknowledgment of their fault,~ 
·n feizing the king's perfon, and refrraining him from 1 5~3 

his liberty. Some of them accepted of the terms : The 

greater number, particularly Angus, Hamilton, Marre, , 
Glamis, left the country; and took ilielter in Ireland or 

England, where they were protected by Elizabeth. The 

earl of Arran was recalled to court; and t 1e malcontents, 
who could not brook the authority of Lenox, a man of 

irtue and moder~tion, found, that, by their refifi:ancc, 

1 ey had thrown all po·wer into the hands of a perfon, 

whofe counfels were as violent as his manners were pro· 
fligate r. 

ELIZABETH wrote a letter to J ames; in which 1he 
quoted a moral fentence from Ifocrates, and indireCtly 
reproached him with · inconftancy, and a breach of his 
engagements. James, in his reply, jufrificd his meafures; 

and retaliated, by turning two paffages of I!ocrates againfr 
her 21

• She next fent WaHingham in an cmbaffy to him; 
and her chief purpofe in employing that aged minifr r in 
an errand, where fo little bufinefs was to be tranfaeted, 
was to learn, from a man of fo much penetration and 
experience~ tho real c 1aracter of Jamcs. This young 
prince po!feffed good parts, though not accompanied vith 
that vigour and indufi:ry which his fration required; a 1d 
as he excelled in general difcourfe and convcrfation, w al
tflngham entertained a higher idea of his talents than he 

was afterwards found, when real bufinefs was tranfaeted, 
to have fully merited a. The account, which he gave 
his mi£hefs, induced her to treat Jamcs thenceforth with 
fome more regard, than fhe had hitherto been inclined to 

pay him. 

1' Spotfwood, p. 325, 326, & fcq. z Mt>lvil, P• 140, 141. ' 

~rype yol, iii, p. 165. a Mdvil, p. l4S , Jtbb, vc;,l, i i. p. 53.:>. 

TH£ 
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C H A P. THE king of Scots, perfevering in his prefent view~t 
XLI. .r. • • 

"'---,..._. 1ummoned a parliament; where 1t was enaCted, that no 
15!4. clergyman fhould prefume, in his fermons, to utter falfe, 

untrue, or fcandalous fayings againft the king, the coun
cil, or the public meafures·, or to meddle, in an improper 
manner, with the affairs of his maje:fi:y and the ftates b~ 
The clergy, finding that the pulpit would be no longer 
a fanCluary for them, were extremely offended: They 
faid, that the king was become popifh in his hear.t; and 
they gave their adverfaries the epithets of grofs libertines, 
belly gods, and infamous perfons c. The violent conduCt 
of Arran foon brought over the popularity to their fide. 
The earl of Gowry, though pardoned for the late attempt, 
was committed to prifon, was tried on fome new accufa

tions, condemned, and executed. Many innocent per
fans fuffered from the tyranny of this ,favourite; and the 
paniihed lords, being affifted by Elizabeth, now found 
the time favourable for the recovery of their eftates and 
authority. After they had been foiled in one attempt 

upon Stirling, they prevailed in ·another ; and bein'g ad

mitted to the king's prefence, were pardoned, and reftor

ed to his favour. 

ARRAN was degraded from authority; deprived of that 
efiate and title which he had ufurped ; and the whole 
country feemed to be compofed to tranquillity. Eliza
beth, after oppofing, during fome time, the credit of 
this favourite, had found it more expedient, before his 
fall, to compound all differences with him, by means of 
Davifon, a minifter whom !he fent to Scotland : But 
having more confidence in the lords, whom fue had help
ed to reftore, fhe was pleafed with this alteration of 

affairs; and maintained a good correfpondence with th~ 

new court and miniftry of Jamcs. 

'b Spotfwood, p. 3l3• c Ibid. P• 334• 
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THESE revolutions in Scotland would have been re- C H A P. 

garded as of fmall importance to the repofe and fecurity ~ 
of Elizabeth, had her own fubjetls been entirely united, 1584. 

d 
. . Conf?iracies 

an had not the zeal of the cathohcs, exerted by con- in England. 

fhaint more properly than perfecution, daily thr:;atened 
her with fome dangerous infurreB:ion. The vigilance of 

the minifrers, particularly of Burleigh and Walfingham, 

was raifed in proportion to the activity of the malcon-
tents ; and many arts, which had been blameable in ~ 

more peaceable government, were employed, in detecting 
confpiracics, and even difcovering the fccret inclinations 

of men. Counterfeit letters were written in the name of 

the queen of Scots, or of the Engliili exiles, and pnvately 
conveyed to the houfes of the Catholics : Spies were hired 

to obferve the actions and difcourfe of fufpectcd perfons: 
Informers were countenanced : And though the fagacity 
of thefe two great minifrers helped them to difl:;nguifu the 
true from the falfe intelligence, many calumnies were, , 

no doubt, hearkened to, and all the fubje8:s, particularly 
the catholics, kept in the utmofl: anxiety and inquietude. 

Henry Piercy, earl' of Northumberland, brother to the 
earl beheaded f0me years before, and Philip Howard, 

earl of Arundel, fon of the unfortunate duke of Norfolk, 
fell under fufpicion; and the latter was, by order of 
council, confined to his own houfe. Francis Throg

morton, a private gentleman, was committed to cufrody, 
on account of a letter which he had written to the queen 
of Scots, and which was intercepted. Lord Paget and 
Charles Arundel, who had been engaged with him in 
trcafonable defigns, immediately withdrew beyond fea. 

Throgmorton confdfed, that a plan for an invafion and 
infurrection had been laid; and though, on his trial, he 
was defirous of retracting this confeffion, and imputing 

it to the fear of torture, he was found guilty and executed • 

... ·1endoza, the Spanifh ambaflador, having promoted this 
VoL. V. S s:onfpiracy, 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F EN G L AN D. 

C H A P. confpiracy, was ordered to depart the kingdom; and 
XLI. '--"'............, Wade was fent into Spain, to excufe his difmiffion, and 
15S4. to defire the kihg to fend another ambaffador in his p.ace: 

But Philip would not fo much as admit the Englifu 
ambafErdor to his prcfence. Creighton, a Scotch Jefuit, 
coming over on board a veffel which was feized, ton~ fome 
papers, with an intention of throwing them into the fea ; 

but the wind blowing them back upon the fhip, they 
were pieced together, and difcovered fome dangerous 

fecrets d, 

1\tiANY of thefe confpiracies were, with great appear
ance of reafon, imputed to the intrigues of the queen of 

Scots c; and as her name was employed in all of them, 

the council t!1ought, that they could not ufe too many 

precautions againfr the danger of her claims, and the reft
lefs z.etivity of her tcmp(;r. She was removed from under 
the care of the earl of Shrewibury, who, though v:gilant 

and faithful in that truft, had alfo been indulgent to his 

prifoner, particularly with regard to air and exercife: 
And !he v;as committed to the cuftody of Sir Amias Pau
let and Sir Drue Drury; men of honour, but inflexible 
and rigid in their care and attention. An affociation was 
alfo fet on foot by the earl of L :.iceil:er and other cour
ticrs; and as Elizabeth WZ"S belo red by the whole nation, 
except the mere zealous catholics, men of all ranks wil

lingly flocked to the fubfcription of it. The purport of 
this alfociation v'aS to defend the queen, to revenge her 
death or any. injury committed againft her, and to ex
dude from the throne all claimants, what title foever 

they might pofi:;fs, by whofe fuggefiion, or for whofe 
behoof, any violence fhou1d be offered to her majefiy f. 

'l'he queen of Scots was fenfible, that th~s affociation was 

d Camcl~n, p. 499• c Strype1 t'Ol, iii, p. ~16, 

f St~te Tr.ia)s, v.>l, i, p. n~, u3, 

levelled 
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levelle:l againfr her; and to remove all fufpicion from C H A P. 
XLI. 

herfeif, fhe alfo defired leave to fubfcribe it. '••••'""'V' .;.., 
ELizABETH, th<lt ilie might the more difcourage md- s 4· 

b lh · h l r h . z~ d Nov contents, y ewmg t em t 1e concurrc11ce 01 t e nation r\> parl i.: 

in her favour, fummoned a new parliament; and ihe ment, 

met with that dutiful attachment, which fhe cxpecL.~d. 

The dfociation was confirmed by parliament; and a 

claufe was added, by vvhich the queer was empowered to 

name commiffioners for the trial of any pretender to the 

crown, who fhould attempt or imagine any invafio! , in

furrection, or affaffination againfi: her : U pen condemn-

ation, pronounced by thefe coe1miffioners, the guilty 

perfon was excluded from all claim to the fuccefiion, and 

was farther puni{hable, as her majefl:y !hould direCt. 

And for greater iecurity, a council of regency, in cafe of 

the qucen's violent death, was appointed to govern the 

Kingdom, to fettle the fucceffion, and to take vengeance 

for that aa of treafon g~ 

A SEVERE law was alfo enatl:ed ag~infi: jefuits and po

pilh priefrs: It was ordained, that they fhould depart 

the kingdom within forty days; that thofe who fhould 

remain beyond that time, or !hould aft~rwards return, 

. lhould be guilty of trcafon ; that thofc \vho harboured or 
relieved them !hould he guilty of felony; that thofe who 

were educated in feminaries, if they returned not in fix 
months after notice given, and fubmitted not tiJemfelvc:s 

to the quern, before a bifuop or two j ufi:~cc , fhould l.::c 
guilty of treafon; and th::t if any, fo fubmitting them
felves, fhould, within ten years, ;-Lppro~ch the court, or 

come within ten miles of it, t v::r fubmi!!ion ihouid he , 

void'!l, By th:s law, ti1e excrcif~ of th'2 catholic relig=on, 
w.1ich had formerly been prohibited under lighter p~nai

ties, and w;1ich was, in many inftanccs, ccnnived at, 

w~s totally fupprefied. In the fubfequent part of the 

~ "7 £liz, cap. y, h Ibid. cap. ~. 

s 2 queen'~ 
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C ~~. P. queen's reign, the law was fometimes executed, by the 
~ capital puni1hment of priefts; and though the partizans 

xss4. of th~t princefs a£rcrtcd, that they were puniihcd for their 
treafon, not their religion, the apology mufi: only be un
derfcood in this fenfe, that the law was enaCted on ac
count of the trcafonable views and attempts of the feet, 
not that every individual, who fuffered the penalty of the 
law, was conviCced of treafan i. The catholics, there

fore, might now with jufrice complain of a violent per

Lcution ; which, we may fafely affirm, in fpite of th~ 
rigid and bigotted maxims of th:1t age, not to be the beft 
method of com erting them, or of reconciling them to 

the efi:ablilhed government and religion. 

THE parliament, befides arming the queen with thefe 
powers, granted her a fupply of one fubfidy and two fif
teenths. The only circumfrance, in which their pro
ceedings were difagreeable to her, was an application, 
made by the commons, for a farther reformation in eccle

fiafrical matters. Yet even in this attempt, which af

feCted her, as well as them, in a delicate point, they 
difcovered how much they were overawed by her autho

rity. The majority of the houfe was puritans, or in
clined to that feet k; but the fevere reprimands, which 

they had already, in former feffions, met with from the 
throne, deterred them from introducing any bill concern

ing religion ; a proceeding which would have been inter

preted as an incroachment on the prerogative: They 

i Some even of thole who defend the queen's meafures, allow that in ten 

years fifry priefis were executed, and fifty-five banilhed. Camden, p. 649• 

k Befides the petition after· mentioned, another proof of the prevalency 

r the puritans amoni the commons wa~ their pafiing a bill for the re~·erent 

obfervance of Sunday, which they termed the Sabbath, and the depriving 

he people of chofe amufemcnts, which they were accufiomed to take on that 

day. D'Ewe~, p. 335· It was a firong fymptom of a contrary fpirit in the 

upper houfe, that thty propoied to add Wednefday to the fafi days, and to 
rohibi: entirely the eatin~ of flelh on that day. D'Ewes, P• 373· 

were~ 
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were content to proceed by way of humble petition, ahd c H A P. 

that not addreffed to her majefty, which would have~ 
given offence, but to the houfe of lords, or rather the 1 sg4· 

bilhops, who had a feat in that houfe, and from whom 
alone they were willing to receive all advances towards' 

reformation 1 : A ftrange departure from what we now 
apprehend to be the dignity of the commons! 

'T'HE commons defired in their humble petition, that 
no bifhop fhould exercife his funCtion of ordination but 
with the confent and concurrence of fix prdbyters: But 
this demand, as it really introduced a change of ecclcfia
frical government, was firmly rejectea by the prelates. 

They defired, that no clergyman ihould be infrituted 
into any benefice, without previous warning being given 
to the parifh, that they might examine whether there 

lay any objection to his life or doctrine: An attempt to
wards a popular model, which naturally met with the 
fame fate. In another article of the petition, they pray
ed, that the bifhops fhould not infift upon every cere

mony, or deprive incumbents for omitting part of the 

fervice: As if uniformity in public worfhip had not 

been eil:ablifhed by law ; or as if the prelates had been 
endowed with a difpenfing power. They complained of 

abufes, which prevailed, in pronouncing the fentence of 
excommunication, and they entreated the reverend fathers 
to think of fome law for the remedy of thefe abufes: 

Implying, that thofe matters were too high for the com
mons of themfelves to meddle with them. 

BuT the moft material article, which the commons 
touched upon in their petition, was the ecclefiafiical 
commiffion, and the oath ex officio, as it was called, ex
aCted by that court. This is a fubjeCl: of fuch import ... 
.ance as to merit fome explanation. 

I D'Ewcs, P· 357• 

s 3 THE 
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C H A P. THE firfr primate after the queen's acceffion, was 
XLI. 
-...--...~ Parker ; a man rigid in exacting conformity to the efra-

15 1
• blifhed wodhip, ancl in pur ifhing, by fines or depriva-

'I'h. rcclefi- . 11 h . . 1 1 , d 
alltcJlcourt. t10ns, a t (! puntamca c ergymen, wno attempte to 

inno rate ~my thing in the habits, ceremonies, or liturgy 
of the church. He died in I 57 5 ; and was fucceeded by 
Grindal, who, as he himfe1f was inclined to the new 
feet, was with great difficulty brought to execute the 
laws againfr them, or to puniih the nonconforming clergy. 
He declined obeying the queen's orders for the fuppref
fion of prophecyings, which, fue apprehended, had be
come fo many academies of fanaticifm ; and for this 
offen~e, fue had, by an order of the Star Chamber, fe
qudl:ered hi:n from his archicpifcopal funB:ion, and con
fined him to his own houfc. Upon his <leath, which 
happened in 158 3, ihe determined· not to fall into the 
fame error in her next choice; and fue named Whitgift, 
a zealous churchman, who had already fignalized .... his' 
pen in controverfy, and who, having in vain attempted 
to convince the puritans by. argument, was now refolved 
to open their eyes by power, and by the execution.of pe
nal ftatutcs. He informed the queen, th:1t all the fpiri
tual authority, lodged in the pr~lates, was in!ignificant 
without the fanetion of tl;.c cro"vvn; and as there was no 
e, cle!iafiical commiffion at that time in force, he engaged 
her to iffuc a new one ; more. arbitr:::.ry th«n any of the 
former, and con•;eying more unlimited authority m. She 
-appointed forty-four commiffioners, twelve of whom were 
ecclefiaftics ; three commiffioncrs made a quorum ; the 
juri[diB:ion of the court extended over the whole king
don~, and over a1l orders of men; and every circum
:fbnce of its authority, and all its methods of proceeding, 
\Vcre contrary to the clcarefr principles of law and na
tural equity. The commiffioncrs were empowered to 

. I 

!n Neal's Hillo·ry of the Puritans, v_ol. i, p. 410. 

vifit 
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vifit and reform all errors, herefies, fchifms, m a word c H A P. 

to regulate all opinions, as well as to puni!h all breach I..~ 
of uniformity in the exercife of public worihip. They 1584. 

were diretl:ed to make enquiry, not only by the legal 

methods of juries and witneffes, but by all other means 

and ways, which they could devife ; that is, by the rack, 

by: torture, by inquifition, by imprifonment. 'Vhere 
they found reafon to fufpeCl: any perfon, they might ad-
minifl:er to him an oath, called ex Officio, by which he 

was bound to anfwer all· queftions, and might thereby 

be obliged to accufc himfelf or his mofr intimate friend. 
The fines, which they levied, were merely difcretionary, 

and often occafioned the total ruin of the offender, con-

trary to the efi:abli!hed laws of the kingdom. The im
prifonment, to which they condemned any delinquent, 

was limited by no rule but their own pleafure. They 
affumed a power of impofing on the clergy w'1at new 

articles of fubfcription, and confequcntly of faith, they 
thought proper. Though all other fpiritual courts were 

fubjeCl:, fince the reformation, to inhibitions from the 
fupreme courts of law; the ecclefiaftical commiilloners 

were exempted from that legal j urifdiCl:ion, and wLfe 

liable to no controul. And the more to enlarge their 
authority, they were empowered to punifh all incefts, 

adulteries, fornications; all outrages, mi!behaviours, and 

diforders in marriage: And the puni{h~ents, v::.:ch they 

might inA.iCl:, were accordin
0 

to th~ir wifdom, con-
fcience, and difcretion. In a w·ord, this court was a 

real inquijiti(m; attended with all the iniquities, as v;~ll 
as cruelties, inf\:!parahlc from that tribunal. And ;--,s tbe 

jurifditt;on of the ecclcfiafl:ical court was defrrucri\'e of 

all law, fo its crcCl:ion was deemed by many a me e 

ufurpation of this impcrio~s princefs; and had no oth .. r 
foundation than a claufe of a !b.tutc, rcfroring the fu

premacy to the crown, and empov1ering the fover~ign 
S 4 to 
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C H A P. to appoint commiffioners for exercifing that prerogative. 
XLI. . . · fi 
~But prero;attve m general, and efpectally the upre-

zsSt· macy, were fuppofed in that age to involve powers, 
which no law, precedent, or reafon could limit and 

determine. 

BuT though the commons, in their humble petition 

to the prelates, had touched fo gently and fubmiffively on 
the ecclefiafiical grievances, the queen, in a fpeech from 
the throne at the end of the feffion, could not forbear 
taking notice of their prefumption, and reproving them 

for thofe murmurs, which, for fear of offending her, 

they had pronounced fo low as not directly to reach her 

royal ears. After giving them fome general thanks for 

their attachment to her, and making profeffions of af
feCtion to her fubjeC:I:s, fhe told them, that whoever 
found fault with the church threw a flander upon her, 
fince fhe was appointed by God fupreme ruler over it, and 

no herefies or fchifms could prevail in the kingdom but 
by her permiffion and negligence : That fome abufes 
muft neceffarily have place in every thing; but Jhe warn
ed the prelates to be watchful ; for if fhe found them 
carelefs of their charge, Jhe was fully determined to de
pofc them: That fhe was commonly fuppofed to have 
employed herfclf in many ftudics, particubrly philofo

phical (by which, I fuppofe, fhe meant theological) 
and Jhe would confefs, that few, whofe leifure had not 
allowed them to mak:e profeffion of fcience, had read or 

:reflctl:ed more: That as fhe could difcern the prefump
tion of many, in curioufly canvaffing the fcriptures, and 

il:arting innovations, ihe would no longer endure this ' 

licence; but meant to guide her people, by God's rule, 
in the juil: mean between the corruptions of Rome and 
the errors of modern fecb.ries : And that as the Romanifts 

were the inveterate enemies of her perfon, fo the other 

fnpovators '\Yere dangerous to all kingly government; and 

HP er 
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under colour of preaching the word of God, prefumed C H A P • 

. r. h . . . d d r. h XLI. 
to exercue t e1r pnvate JU gment, an to centure t e ~ 

aCtions of the prince "· 1 584-

FRoM the whole of this tranfaB:ion, we may obferve, 

that the commons, in making their general application 

to the prelates, as well as in fome particular articles of 

their petition, ihowed themfelves wholly ignorant, no 

lefs than the queen, of the principles of liberty and a 

legal confl:itution. And it may not be unworthy of re

mark, that Elizabeth, fo far from yielding to the difplea

fure of the parliament againfr the ecclefiafrica] commif

fion, granted, before the end of her reign, a new 

commi:ffion ; in which !he enlarged, rather than refrraincd, 

the powers of the commiffioners Q. 

DuRING this feffion of parliament, there was difco

vcred a confpiracy, which much encreafed the general 

animofity againft the catholics, and frill farther widened 

the breach between the religious parties. \Villiam Parry, 

a catholic gentleman, had received the queen's pardon 

for a crime, by which he was expofed to capital puni!h

ment; and having obtained permiffion to travel, he re

tired to Milan, and made open profeffion of his religion, 

which he had concealed while he remained in England. 

He was here perfuaded by Palmio, a jefuit, that he 

could not perform a more meritorious action, than to 

take away the life of his fovcrcign and his benefachefs; 

the nuncio, Campeggio, when confulted, approved ex

tremely of this pious undertaking; and Parry, though 

frill agitated with doubts, came to Paris, with an in

tention of paffing over to England, and executing his 

bloody purpofc. He was here encouraged in the defign 

by Thomas Morgan, a gentleman of great credit in the 

party ; and though Watts and fome other catholic priefts 

n See no~e (R] at the end of the volume. 11 Rymer, vol. xvi. 

F• zgz., 386, 4P?, 
told 
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c H A P. told him, tbat the enterprife was criminal and impiou , 
~he preferred the authority of Raggazzoni, the pope's 

158.;. nuncio at Paris, and determined to perfifr in his refolu

tion. He here wrote a letter to the pope, which was con
veyed to cardinal Como ; he communicated his intention 

to the holy father; and craved his abfolution and pater

nal benedielion. He received an anfwer from the cardi
nal, by which he found that his purpofe was extremely 
applauded ; and he came over to England with a full 

cefign of carrying it into execution. So deeply are the 
fentiments of morality engraved in rnen~s breafl:s, that it 
is difficult even for the prejudices of falfe religion totally 

to efface them; and this bigotted affaffin refol ved, before 
he came to extremity, to try every other expedient for 

alleviating the perfecutions, under whidi the catholics 
at that time laboured. He found means of being intro
duced to the queen; affured her that many confpiracies 
were formed againfr her; and exhorted her, as fhe ten

dered her life, to give the Romanifrs fome more indul
gence in the exercife of their religion : But left he fhoul<l 

be tempted by•the opportunity to affaffinate her, he al
ways came to court unprovided of every offenfive weapon. 
He even found means to be eleCted member of parlia

ment; and having made a vehement fpeech againfr the 

fcvere laws enaCled this lall feffion, was committed to 

cufl:ody for his freedom, and fequefl:ered from the houfe. 
Hrs failure in thefe attempts confirmed him the more in 

his former refolution; and he communicated his inten

tions to Nevil, who entered zealou11y into the defign, 
and was determined to have a £hare in the merits of its 
execution. A book, n~wly publi:lhed by Dr. Alien, af
tenvards created a cardinal, ferved farther to efface all 
their fcruples, w"th regard to the murder of an heretical 

prince; and having agreed to £hoot the queen, while fhe 
fuould be taking the air on horfeback, they rcfolvcd, if 

7 they 
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tlicy could not make their efcape, to facrifice their lives, C H A P. 
. . XLI. 

in fulfilling a duty, fo agreeable, as they tmagmed, to ~ 
the will of God and to true religion. But while they 15&~ 

were watching an opportunity for the execution of their 

purpofe, the earl of W cfi:moreland happened to die in 

exile; and as Nevil was next heir to that family, he 
began to entertain hopes, that, by doing fome accept-

able fervice to the queen, he might recover the efi:ate 

and honours, which had been forfeited by the rebellion 
of the lafr earl. He betrayed the whole confpiracy to 
the minifi:ers; and Parry, being thrown into prifon, con-
feffed the guilt, both to them, and to the jury who tried 

him. The letter fram cardinal Como, being produced 
in court, put Parry's narrative beyond all quefi:ion; and 
that criminal, having received fentence of death P, fuf-
fcred the punifument, which the law appointed for his 
treafonable confpiracy q. 

THESE bloody defigns now appeared every where, as 
the refult of that bigotted fpirit by which the two reli
gions, e"fpecially the catholic, were at this time aB:uated. 

Somerville, a gentleman of the county of Warwic, 

fomcwhat difordered in his underfianding, had heard fo 

much of the merit attending the affaffination of heretics 

and perfccutors, that he came to London with a view of 
murdering th~ queen; but having betrayed his defign by 
fo:ne extr;:va;anccs, he was thrown into prifon, and 
there pcriihed by a voluntarv death r. About the fame The afl".lirs 

J of the l.<JW' 

time, Balt:tzar Gerard, a Burgundian, undertook, and Couatnes. 

exec!lted the fame defign againfi: the prince of Orange i 
and that great man perifhed at Delft, by the hands of a 

defpcrate affafiin, who, with a refolution worthy of a better 

caufe, facrificed his mvn life, in order to defi:roy the famous 

reftorer and protector of religious liberty. The Flcmings, 

F Stlte Trials, vol. i. p. 1c3 & feq. Strype1 vol. iii. p. zs 5• & f~q. 
~' Se:; note (Sj at th enJ of the vvlume~ r Camd n, p. 49.:• 

who 
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CH A P. who regarded that prince as their father, were filled with 
~great forrow, as well when they confidered the miferable 

1584- end of fo brave a patriot, as their own forlorn condi
tion, from the lofs of fo powerful and prudent a leader, 
and from the rapid progrefs of the Spanifh arms. The 
prince of Parma had made every year great advances 
upon them, had reduced feveral of the provinces to obe
dience, and had laid clofe fiege to Antwerp, the richefr 
and mofi populous city of the Netherlands, whofe fubjec ... 
tion, it was forefeen, would give a mortal blow to the 
already declining affairs of the revolted provinces. The 
only hopes, which remained to them, arofe from the 
profpeB: of foreign fuccour. Being well acquainted 
with the cautious and frugal maxims of Elizabeth, they 
expected better fuccefs in France; and in the view of 
engaging Henry to embrace their defence, they tendered 

15!s. him the fovere ignty of their provinces. But the prefent 
condition of that monarchy obliged the king to reject fo 
advantageous an ofFer. The duke of Anjou's death, 
which, he thought, would have delivered him from the 
intrigues of that prince, plunged him into the deepefi: 
difirefs; and the king of N avarrc, a profeffed hugonot, 
being next heir to the crown, the duke of Guife took 
thence occafion to revive the catholic league, and to urge 
Henry, by the mofi: violent expedients, to feek the ex
clufion of that brave and virtuous prince. Henry him
felf, though a zealous catholic, yet, bccaufe he declined 
complying with their precipitate meafurcs, became an 
object of averfion to the league ; and as his zeal, in 
praB:ifing all the fuperfiitious obfervances of the Romiili 
church, was accompanied with a very licentious conduCl: 
.in private life, the catholic fatl:ion, in contradiccion to 
univcrfal experience, embraced thence the pretext of repre
fenting his devotion as mere hypocrify and deceit. Find
ing his authority to decline, he was obliged to declare 
wa.r ag::tinfi: the hu~onots, and to put arms into the hands 

· of 
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ot the league, whom, both on account of their danger- c H A P. 
XLI. 

ous pretenfions at home, and their clofe alliance with '--v--1 

Philip, he fecretly regarded as his more dangerous ene- 1 585. 

mies. Confrrained by the fame policy, he dreaded the 
danger of affociating himfelf with the revolted protefr-
ants in the Low Countries, and was obliged to renounce 
that inviting opportunity of revenging himfelf for all the 
hoftile intrigues and enterprizcs of Philip. 

THE States, reduced to this extremity, fent over a 
folemn cmbaffy to London, and made anew an offer to 
the queen, of acknowledging her for their fovereign, on 
condition of obtaining her protection and affifrance. Eli
zabeth's wifeft counfellors were divided in opinion with 
regard to the condutt, which ilie fhould hold in this 
critical and important emergence. Some advifed her to 
rejett the offer of the States, and reprefented the immi

nent dangers, as well as injuftice, attending the accept
ance of it. They faid, that the fuppreffion of rebellious 
fubjeCl:s was the common caufe of all fovereigns, and 

any encouragement, given to the revolt of the Flemings, 
might prove the example of a like pernicious licence to 
the Engli!h: That tHough princes were bound by the 

laws of the Supreme Being not to opprefs their fubjetts, 
the people never were entitled to forget all duty to their 

fovereign, or transfer, from every fancy or difgufr, or 
even from the jufteft ground of complaint, their obedi
-::nce to any other mafrer: That the queen, in the fuc
cours hitherto afforded the Flemings, had confidered 
them as labouring under oppreffion, not as entitled to 
freedom; and had intended only to admonilh Philip not 
to perfcvere in his tyranny, without any view of r;!

vilhing from him thefe provinces, which he enjoyed by 
hereditary right from his anceftors : That her fi.tuation 
in Ireland, and even in England, would afford that 
powerful monarch fufficient opportunity of retaliating 

3 upon 
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C H A P. upon her; and fhe mufl: henceforth cxpeCl:, that, infl:eac1 

~of fecretly fomenting fatl:ion, he would openly employ 
JsSs. his whole force in the proteCtion and defence of the ca

tholics : That the pope · .. ould undoubtedly unite his fpi- ..
ritual arms to the temporal ones of Spain : And that the ' 
queen would foon repent her making fo precarious an 

acquifition in foreign countries, by expofing her own 

dominions to the m.ofl: imminent danger s. 

OTHER counfellors of Elizabeth maintained a con
trary opmwn. They aifcrted, that the queen had not, 

even from the beginning of her reign, but certainly had 

not at prefent, the choice, whether !he !hould embrace 

fricndfhip or hofiility with Philip: ·That by the whole 
tenor of that prince's conduct it appe~rcd, th<:.t his foie 
aims were, the extending of his empire, and the entire 
fubjection of the protcfl:ants, under the fpccious pre

tence of maintaining the catholic faith: That the pro

vocations, which the had already given him, joined to 

his general fcheme of policy, would for ever render him 

her implacable enemy; and as foon as he had fubdued 
his revolted fubjcB:s, he would undoubtedly fall, with 
the whole force of his united crrpire, on her Jefencc

lefs frate: That the only qucfl:ion '\Vas, v.rhetber fh 

would maintain a war abroad, and fupportcd by allies, or 

wait till the fubjetl:ion of all the confederates of Eng
land fhould give her enemies lcifure to begin their hofii
lities in the bowels of that kingdom : That the revoltcc.l 

provinces, though in a declining condition, pofTefTed Hill 

confiderable force ; and by the affifl:ance of England, by 
the advantages of their ftuation, and by their invcterat 

antip:tthy to Philip, might frill be cnabkd to maintain 
the contefl: againfl: the Spanifh monarchy: That their 
maritime power, united to the quecn's, would g!vc h('r 
entire fecurity on the fide from which alone !Le could 

' Carnden, p. 507. BentivcgEo, put z, lib, l\', 

be 
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be afTaulted, and would even enable her to make inroa s C H A P. 
XLI. 

on Philip's dominions, both in Europe and the Indies: '-v--J 

That a war, which was neceffary, could never be un- 1585. 

juft; and [elf-defence was con'cerned, as well in ward-

ing certain dangers at a difrance, as in repelling any im-

mediate invafion : And that, fince hofl:ility with Spain 

was the unavoidable confequence of the prefent interefh 
and fituations of the two monarchies, it were better to 

compcnfatc that danger and lofs by the acquifition of 
fuch important pravinces to the Engliih empire r, 

AMIDST thefe oppofite counfels, the queen, apprehen

five of the confequences attendi!1g each extreme, wa 

inclined to ftecr a middle courfe; and though fuch con

duB: is feldom prudent, fue was not, in this refolution, 
guided by any prejudice or miftaken affection. She was 

determin~d not to permit, without oppofition, the total 
fubjetl:ion of the revolted provinces, whofe intere.!ls ilie , 

deemed fo clofely connetl:ed with her own: But forc
feeing, f at the aaceptance of their fovereignty would ob
lige her to employ her who.e force in their defence, would 

give ,mbrage to her nei;1 hours, and would e:xpofe her 
to the reproach of ambition and ufurpation, imputations 
which hie1crto {he had carefully a\;oided, fnc immedi

ately Pjetled this offer. Si1e concl ded a league with 
the States on the folloY ing conditions : 'That .fue {hould 

fend over an army to eir zffifl:ance, of five thoufand 

foot and a thoufand horfe, and pay them during the 

war; that the grneral, <1nd two others, whom fhe iliould 
01ppoint, ihould be admitteJ into th~ council of the States; 

that neither party iliould make peace without the confeli.t 

of the ether ; that her cxpences fhould be refunded after 

the couclufion of the war; and tLat the tov:ns of Fl-u.fh
ing <'.nd the Brille,.. with the cafHe of J.) ammckins, fhoulJ, 

t C. mdcn, p. so~. Dtntivo:lio, :rt z. lib, i1•, 
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c H A P. in the mean time, be configned into her hands, by way of 
XLI. r . 

~~ecunty. 

1585. THE queen knew that this meafure would immedi-
ately engage her in open hofrilities with Philip; yet was 

not fue terrified with the view of the prefent greatnefs of 

that monarch. The continent of Spain was at that 

time rich and populous; and the late addition of Portu
gal, befides fecuring internal tranquillity, had annexed 
an opulent kingdom to Philip's dominions, had made him 
mafrer of many fettlements in the Eafr-Indies and of the 
whole commerce of thofe regions, and had much en
creafed his naval power, in which he was before chiefly 

deficient. All the princes of Italy, even the pope and 

the court of Rome, were reduced to a kind of fubjeB:ion 

under him, and feemed to poffefs their fovereignty on 

terms fomcwhat precarious. The Aufrrian branch in 
Germany, with their dependant principalities, was clofe

ly conneB:ed with him, and was ready to fupply him with 

troops for every enterprize. All the treafures of the 

Wefr-Indies were in his poffeffion; and the prefent 

fcarcity of the precious metals in every country of Eu
rope, rendered the influence of his riches the more 
forcible and extenfive. The Nether lands feemed on the 
point of relapfing into fervitude; and fmall hopes were 

entertained of their withfranding thofe numerous and 
veteran armies, which, under the command of the mofl: 
experienced generals, he employed againfl: them. Even 
France, which was wont to counterbalance the Aufirian 
greatnefs, had lofr all her force from intefl:ine commo

tions; and as the catholics, the ruling party, were clofely 
conneClcd with him, he rather expeCted thence an aug
mentation, than a diminution, of his power. V pon the 

whole, fuch prepoffeffions were every where entertained 

concerning the force of the Spaniili monarchy, that the 

king of Sweden when he heard that Elizabeth had 
openly 
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openly embraced the defence of the revolted Flemings, c ~tr. P. 

fcrup1ed not to fay, that !he had now taken the diadem ~ 
frorn her head, and had adventured it upon the doubtful 1 58$• 

chance of war u. Yet was this princefs rather ca.utious 
than enterprifing in her natural temper: She ever need-
ed more to be impelled by the vigour, than refi:rained by 
the prudence of her minifters: But when :lhe faw an evi-
dent neceffity, fhe braved danger with magnanimous cou-:-
rage; and trufting to her own confummate wifdom, and 
to the affections, however divided, of her people, .lhc 
prepared herfelf to refifr, and even to affault, the whole 
force of the catholic monarch. 

THE earl of Lcicefter was fent over to Holland, at the 
liead of the Englilh auxiliary forces. He carried with 
him a fplendid retinue; being accompanied by the young 
earl of Effex, his fen-in-law, the lords Audley and 
North, Sir William Ruffell, Sir Thomas S!lirley, Sii
Arthur Baffet, Sir '\V alter VI all er, Sir Gervafe Clifton; 
and a feletl: trcop of five hundred gentlemen. He was 
received, on his arrival at Flufning, by his nephew Sir 
Philip Sidney, the govemor; and ev~ry town, through 
which he paffed, cxpreffed their joy by ac"lanutions and 
riumphal arches, as if his prefcncc and the queen's pro

tctl:ion had brought them the mofr certain deliverance. 
The States, defirous of ellgaging Elizabeth frill farther 
in their defence, and knowing the intcrefr which Lei
cefter poffeffed with her, conf"'rred on him the title of 
governor and carHain-gencr~l of the United l~rovince~, 

appointed a guard to attend him, and treated him, in 
fome refpeB:s, as their fovereign. But this fi:ep had a 
contrary efl:ec1 to what they expelled. The queen wa. 
clifpleafed with the artifice of the States, and the ambi
tion of Leicefi:er. She fevercly reprim;mded both; and 

ll Ca!Tu.n, p. ;c3. 
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c H A P. it was with fome difficulty, that, after many humble: 
XLI. ~ fubmiffions, they were able to appeafe her. 

Ho~~~~t\s AMERICA was regarded as the chief fource of Philip's 
\\ithSpain. power, as well as the mofi defencelefs part of his domi-

nions ; and Elizabeth, finding that an open breach with 

that monarch was unavoidable, refolved not to leave him 

unmolefied on that quarter. The great fuccefs of the 

Spaniards and Portugueze in both Indies had excited a . 
fpirit of emulation in England; and as the progrefs of 

commerce, ftill more that of colonies, is flow and gra

dual, it was happy, that a war, in this critical period, 

had opened a more flattering profpeet to the avarice and 

ambition of the Engliih, and had tempted them, by the 

view of fudden and exorbitant profit, to engage in naval 

enterprizes. A fleet of twenty fail was equipped to at

tack the Spaniards in the Wefr-Indies : Two thoufand 

three hundred volunteers, befides fcamen, engaged on 

board of it : Sir Francis Drake was appointed admiral ; 

Chrifiopher Carlifie commander of the land forces. They 

took St. J ago, near Cape V erde, by furprife ; and found 

1 5
g

6
, in it plenty of provifions, but no riches. They failed 

January. to Hifpaniola; and eafily making themfelves mafrer of 

St. Domin;o by affault, obliged the inhabitants to ran

foro their houfes by a f urn of money. Carthagena fell 

next into their hands after fome more refifran ~e, and was 

treated in the fame manner. 'I'hey burned St. Anthcmy 

and St. Helens, two towns on the coaft of Florida. Sail

ing along the coafi of Virginia, they found the fmall 

remains of a colony, which haJ been planted there by Sir 

'Nalter Raleigh, and which had gone extremely to de

cay. This was the firfi attempt of the Englifh to form 

fuch fettlcmcnts ; and though they have fince furpaffed 

all European nations, both in the f1tuation of their colo

nies, and in the noble principles of llberty and indufrry, 
on w~1ich they arc founded; they h ,1d here t~.!: cn fo unfuc-

ccfsful, 
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cefs ul, that the miferab1e p~anters abandoned their fet- c H A P. 
tlements, and prevailed on Drake to carry them with ~ 
him to En;;l:md. He returned with fo much riches 1.586. 
as encouraged the volunteers, and with fuch accounts of 
the Spani.fh weakneCs in thofe countries as fervcd ex
tren"Lely to cnflam: the fpirits of the nation to futuro 
enterprizes. The great mortality, which the climate 
had produced in his fleet, was, :ts is ufual, but a 
feeble re!haint on the avidity and fanguine hopes of 
young adventurers w. It is thought th~t Drake's fleet 
fir.fl: introduced the ufe of tobacco into England. 

THE entcrprizes of Leiccfter wr.re much lefs fuccefs~ 
fu] than thofe of Drake. This man po!feffed neither 
courage nor capacity., cq ual to the truH repofed in him 
by the queen; and as he \Vas th\"! only bad choice ilie 
made for any confiderable employment, men naturally 
believed, that the had here been influenced by an affection 
fl:ill more partial than that of friend{hip. He gained at 
firfl: fome advantage in an action agai nfi the Spaniards; 
and threw fuccours into Grave, by which that place 
was enabled to make a vigorous defence : But the cow
ardice of the governor, Van Hcmcrt, rendered all thefe 
efforts ufelefs. He capitulated after a feeble refifl:ance ; 
and being tried for his co:1duB:, fufFered a capital puniih
ment from the fentence of a court martial. The prince 
of Parma next undertook the fiege of V enlo, which 
was furrendered to him, after fome rcfifbnce. The 
fate of N uys w.1s more difmal ; being taken by affault, 
while the garrifon was treating of 2. capitulation. Rhim
berg, which was garrifoned by twelve hundred Engliih, 
under the command of colonel :f\/Iorgan, vvas afterwards 
befieged by the Spaniards; and Lciceftcr, thinking him
felf too weak to attempt raifin;;; r:1c fic3e, eadea\·oured to 

w Camden, p. 5'9• 
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c H A P. draw ofF the prince of Parma by forming another enter· 
X~ H ~ prize. He fir!l: attacked Doefberg, and fucceeded : e 

1 586. then fat down before Zutphcn, which t~e Spanifh gene.;... 
ral thought fo important a fortrefs, that he hafiened to 

its relief. He made the marquefs of Guafio advance 
with a convoy, which he intended to throw into the 
place. They were favoured by a fog ; but falling by 
accident on a body of Englifh cavalry, a furious aCtion 
enfued, in which the Spaniards were worfl:cd, and the mar~ 
quefs of Gonzaga, an Italian nobleman of great reputation. 
a.ml family, was flain. The purfuit was fl:opped by the. 
adv:mcc of the prince of Parma with the main body of the 
Spanifh army ; and the Englifh cavalry, on their return 
from the field, found their advantage more than com
pcnfated by the lofs of Sir Philip Sidney, who, being 
mortally wounded in the aCtion, was carried off by the 
foldiers, and foon after died. This perfon is defcribed 
by the writers of that a2;e as the mofl: perfeCt model of 
an accomplifhed gentleman, that could be formed even 
by the wanton imagination of poetry or fiB:ion. Virtu
ous condu&, polite converfation, heroic valour, . and ele

gant erudition, all concurred to render him the orna
I~1ent and delight of the Englifh court; and as the credit, 
which he pofie!fed with the queen and the earl of Lei
~~fter, vvas wholly employed in the encouragemeut of 
genius and literature, his praifes have been tranfmittcd 
with advantage to pofl:erity. No perfon was fo low as 
not to become an objeCt of his humanity. After this 

fail: a&ion, while he was lying on the field, mangled 
with wounds, a bottle of water was brought him to re

lieve his thirfr; but obferving a foldier near him in a 
Jike mifcrable condition, he faid, This man's necejfity is Jlill 
grt:ater than mine : And refigned to him the bottle of 
water. The king of Scots, fl:ruck with admi1'ation of 

Sidney's virtue, celebrated his memory in a copy of LatiiL 
verfes,. 
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verfcs, which he compofed on the death of that young c H A P. 
XLI. 

hero. ~ 
' 1 5s6. 

THE Englifh, though a long peace had deprived them 
of all experience, were frrongly poffeffed of military ge
nius ; and the advantages, gained by the prince of Par
ma, were not attributed to the fuperior bravery and dif
cipline of the Spaniards, but folely to the mifconduB: of 
Leicefl:er. The States were much difcontent~d v:ith his 
management of the war; frill more with his arbitrary and 
imperious conduB:; and at the end of the campaign, they 
applied to him for a redrefs of all their grievances. But 
Leicefrer, without giving them any fatisfaetion, <leparted 
loon after for England x. 

'rHE queen, while fhe provoked fo powerful a.n enemy 
as the king of Spain, was not forgetful to fecure hcrfelf 
on the fide of Scotland ; and fue endeavoured both to 
cultivate the friendfhip and alliance of he1· kinfman, 
J ames, and to remove all grounds of quarrel between 
them. An attempt, which ihe had made fome time be
fore, was not well calculated to gain the confidence of 
that prince. She had difpatched W otton as her ambaffa
dor to Scotland; but though fhe gave him private in
.fhuB:ions with regard to her affairs, fhc informed ] ames, 
that, when !he had any political bufinefs to difcufs with 
him, ihe would employ another minifrer; that this man 
was not fitted for fcrious negociations ; and that her chief 
,purpofe in fending him, was to entertain the king witq 
witty and facetious converfation, and to partake \Vithout 
,referve of his pleafures and amufements. Yl otton was 
mafier of profound diffimulation, and knew how to cover, 
under the appearance of a carelefs gaiety, the deepefr de
.fi¥ns, and mofr dangerous artifices. V.Then but a youth 

· x Camden, p. 5 u. Bentivoglio, part 1. lib, 4• 

T 3 ~f 



~ t--8 T 0 R Y .0 F E N G L AN D. 

~ ~L1. P. of twenty, he ~ad been employed by his uncle, Dr. 
c.....-,.--.J Wotton, ambafr'ldor in France during the reign of Mary, 

"' ~58~. to enfnare the confrable, Montmorency; and had not his 

purpofe been fr~firated by pure accident, his cunning had 

prevailed over all the caution and experience of that aged 
minifrer. It is no wonde~, that, after years had fo muc~ 
improved him in all the arts of deceit, he fhould gain a~ 

afcendant over a young prince, of fo open and unguarded 

a temper as Jamcs; cfpecially when the queen's n:com

mendation prepare~ the -vvay for his reception. He was 
admitted into all the plcafurcs of the king; mad~ hirr.fclf 

mafrer of his fecrcts ; and had fo much the more autho

rity with him in political tranfaB:ions, as he did not feem 

to pay the lcaH: attention or regard to thcfe matters. The 

Scotch minifrers, who obferved the growing intercfl: of 

this man, endeavoured to acquire his frier1d£hip; and 
'rcrupled not to facrificc to his intrigues th.; mofr eHential 

l.nterefrs of their mafter. Elizabeth's u(ual jealoufics with 

regard to her heirs begaa new to be levelled againft 
James ; and as that pri~ce had attained the years proper 

for marriage, £he was apprehep.five, lefr, by being 

fl:rengthentd with children and alliances, he lhould ac
quire the greater intercft and authority with her Engli~ 

fubjetls. She diretled Wotton to form a fecret concert 
with fome Scottifh noblemen, and to procure their pro: , 

mife, that J~mes, during three years, fhould not, on any 

account; be permitted to marry. In confequence of this 
view, they endeavoured to cmbr~il him with the king of 

Denmark, who had fcnt ambaifadors to Scotland, on 

pretence of demanding rcfritution of the Orkneys, but 
really with a view of opening a propofal of marriage be

tween James and his daughter. vVotton is faid to have 

~mpl.oyed hi~ intrigues to purpofes frill more dangerous. 

~c formed, it is pretended, a confpiracy with fome mal
contents, to _cizc the perfon of the king, and to deliver 
.... ' ,; 

hirq 
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him into the hands of Elizabeth, who would probably C H A P. 
XLI. 

have denied all concurrence in the defign, but would "-v---l 
have been fure to retain him in perpetual thralc.lom, if not 1 s86. 

captivity. The cor1fpiracy was detected, and Wotton 
fled hafiily from Scotland, without taking leave of the 
.king r, 

J AMEs's fituation obliged him to diifemble his refent,. 
ment of this traitcrous attempt, and his natural temper 

inclined him foon to forgive and forget it. The queen 

found no dificulty in renewing the negociations for a 

fhitl: alliance between Scotland and England; and th..e 

more effed tally to gain the prince's friendfhip, ihe grant
ed him a pcnfion, equivalent to his claim on the inhe
ritance of his grandmother, the countefs of Lenox, lately 
clcceafecl z. A league was formed between Elizaheth and 

J ames, for the mutual defence of their dominions, and 

of their rei i~ion, now menaced by the open combination 
of all the catholi, powers of Europe. It was fiipulated, 

that, if Elizabeth were invaded, James !hould aid her 
with a body of two thoufand horfe and five thoufand foot; 

that Elizabeth, in a like cafe, ihould fend to his affifi
ance three thoufand horfe and fix thoufand foot ; that the 

charge of thefe armies {hould be defrayed by the princ~ 

who demanded affifrance; that, if the invafion fhould be 
made upon England, within fixty miles of the frontiers 
of Scotland, this latter kingdom ihould march its whole 
force to the ailifrancc of the former; and that the prefent 

league fhould fuperfede all former alliances of either fiate 

with any foreign k~ngdom, fo far as religion was con
cerned". 

BY this league J ames fecured himfelf again it all at
tempts from abroad, opened a way for acquiring the con-

Y Me!vil. 

de~, _P· 5 r 3. 

z Spotfwood, p. 351. 

Rymer, tom. xv. p. 8o3. 
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~ H A P. fidcnce and affections of the Engliili, and might entertain 
XLI. 
~fame profpect of domeilic tranquillity, which, while he 
~· ~586• lived on bad terms with Elizabeth, he could never expe& 

long to enjoy. ~efides the turbulent difpofition, and in
veterate feuds of the nobility, ancient maladies of th_e 
Scotti£h government, the fpirit of fanaticifm had intro
duced a new difordcr; fo much the more dangerous; as 
religion, w~en corrupted by falfe opinion, is ~ot reftrain
ed by any rules of morality, and is even fcarcely to. be 
accounted for in its operations, by any principles of or- , 
dinary conduct and policy. The infolence of the preach
ers, who triumphed in t!:ieir d~nninion over the populace, 
had, at this time, reached an extreme height; and they 
carried their arrogance fo far, not only againft the king, 
but againfi: the whole civil power, that they excommuni
c~tcd the archbifuop of St. Andrews, becaufe he had 
been active in parliament for promoting a law, whicll 
refirained th~ir fcditious fermons b: Nor could that pre
b.te fave himfelf by any exr edient from this terrible fen
tence, but by renouncing all pretenfions to eccle:liafl:ical 
authority. Qne Gibfon faid in the pulpit, that captain 
James S~uart (meaning the late earl of Arran) and hi~ 
wife, Jezabel, had been deemed the chief perfecutors of 
the church ; but it was n9w feen, that the king him
felf was th~ great offender : And for this crime the 
preacher denounced againft him the curfe which fell on 
Jeroboam, that he fuould die childlefs, and be the laft of 
his race c. 

'I'HE fecretary, perceiving the king fo much molefied: 
~ith ecclefiaftical afFairs, and with the refractory difpo
fition of the clergy, advifed him to leave them to their 
own courfes :. For 'that in a fuort time they would be
~ome fo into~erable, ~hat the people would rife againfl:. 
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them, and chace them JUt of the country. " True,"C H A P. 

replied the king: "If I purpofed to undo the church and ~~ 
" religion, your counfel were good: But my intention 1586. 

" is to maintain both; t~erefore cannot I fuffer tl'\~ 

. " clergy to follow fuch a conduct, as will in the end 
H bring religion into contempt and derifion d.'~ 
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C H A P. XLII . 

.Zeal of tht catholics--Babington' s confpiracy

Mary aJTents to the co12fpiracy-CJ'he conjpirators 

feized and executed--Refolution to try the queen 

of Scots--CJ'he comr,.zijfio;ters prevail on her to 

fubmit to the trial-- CJ'he trial-- Sentence 

againft Mary-Interpcfition of king 'james

Reafons for the execution of Mary--'rhe execu

tion--Mary's cbarafter-CJ'he queen's a.flefted 

farrow-Drake deftroys the Spani_/h fleet at Cadiz 

-Philip projects tbe i1tvajion of England

cJhe invincible armada-- Preparations in Eng

land-- CJ'he armada arrives in the channel

Defeated--A parliament --Expedition againft 

Portugal--A.ffairs of Scotla11d. 

c H A P. THE dangers, which arofe from the character, prin
' XLII. ciples, and pretenfions of the queen of Scots, had 

~very early engaged Elizabeth to confult, in her treatment 
of that unfortunate princefs, the diCI:ates of jealoufy and 

politics, rather than of friendfhip or generofity: Refent
ment of this ufage had pufhcd Mary into enterprizes, 

which had nearly threatened the rcpofe and authority of 
, Elizabeth : The rigour .:.nd refrraint, thence redoubled 

upon the captive queen e, frill impelled her to attempt 

greater extremities ; and while her impatience of confine
ment, her revenge f, and her high fpirit concurred with 

e Digges, p. 139• ~ayncs, p. ~7~ 
th~ volume. 

f See note [T) at the end of 

religious 
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religious zeal, and the fuggefriolls of defperate bigots, :lhe C H A P. 

was at la:fl cn6aged in defigns, which afforded her ene- ~~ 
mies, who watched the opportunity, a pretence or reafon xs86. ' 

for efFeCl:ing her final ruin. 

THE Engliih feminary at RhEims had wrought them- Zt>al of the 
r. 1 h" h · h f cl · fi · n_ h catholics. 1e ves up to a tg pttc o rage an ammo tty agamn t e 
queen. 'I'he recent pcrfecutions, from which they had 
efcaped; the new rigours, which, they knew, awaited 
them in the courfe of their miff:ons ; the liberty, which 
for the prefcnt they enjoyed, of declaiming againfr that 
princefs; and the contagion of qat religious fury, which 
every where furrounded them in France: All thefe caufes 
had obliterated with them every maxim of common fenfe, 
and every priHciple of morals or humanity. Intoxicated 
with admiration of the diyine povrer and infallibility of the 
pope, they revered his bull, by which he excommunicated 
and depofed the queen; and for.1e of them had gone to 
~hat height of extravagance, as to affert, that that per
formance had been immediately dictated by the Holy 
Ghofr. The affaffination of heretical fovercigns, and of 
that princefs in particl!lar, was reprefented as the mofl: 
mer~torious of all enterprizes; and they taught, that, 
whoever perifhed in fuch pious attempts, enjoyed without 
~ifpute the glorious and never-fading crown of martyr-
,dom. By fuch doCl:rines, they :nfiigated John Savage, a 
man of defpcrate courage, who 4ad fervcd fome years in 
~he Low Countries, under the prince of Parma, to at-
~empt the life of Elizabeth; and this afl~lfJin, having made 
a vow to perfcvere in his dcfiga, was fent over to Eng-
land, and recommend..:~ to the confidence of the more 
zealous catholics. 

ABOUT the fame time, Johr Ballard, a priefl: of that 
feminary, had returned to Paris from his miffion in Eng-
1and and Scotland ; and as he had obferved a fpirit of 
putiny and ~ebellion to be very preyalent among the ea-

, tholic 
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C H A P. tholic devotees in thefe countries, he had founded on that 
XLII. 
~ difpofition the projcB: of dethroning Elizabeth, and of 

l5~6. refl:oring by force of arms the exercife of the ancient 
religion in England!!, The fituation of affairs abroad 

feemed favourable to this enterprize: The pope, the Spa
niard, the duke of Guife, concurring in interefi:s, had 

formed a refolution to make fome attempt upon the queen : 
And Mendoza, the Spaniih ambaffador at Paris, fl:rongly 

encourag~d Ballard to hope for fuccours from thefe 

princes. Charles Paget alone, a zealous catholic and a 
devoted partizan of the queen of Scots, being well ac
quainted with the prudence, vigour, and general popu

brity of Elizabeth, always maintained, that, fo long as. 

that princefs was allowed to live, it was vain to expect 
any fuccefs from an enterprize upon England. Ballard, 
perfuaded of this truth, faw more clearly the neceffity of 

executing the defign, formed at Rheims: He came over 
to England in the difguife of a foldier, and affumed the 
name of captain F ortefcue : And he bent his endeavours 

to effectuate at once the projeCt: of an affaffination, an 

infurretl:ion, and an invafion h. 

Babington's THE firfl: perfon, to whom he addreffed himfelf, was 
·conlpiracy. Anthony Babington of Dethic in the county of Derby. 

'T'his young gentleman was of a good family, poffeffed a 

plentiful fortune, had difcovered an excellent capacity, 
.and was accomplifhed in literature beyond moft of his 
years or fi:ation. Being zealoufly devoted to the catholic 
communion, he had fecretly made a journey to Paris fomc 
time before; and had fallen into intimacy with Thomas 

1Horgan, a bigottcd fugitive from England, and with the 

bi:fhop of Glafgow, l\1ary's ambaffador at the court of 

.France. By continually extolling the amiable accom
plifuments and heroical virtues of that princefs, they 

impelled the fanguine ~md unguarded mind of young Ba-

g Marden's'State Papers, P• SI7• 11 Camden, p. 515. 

bingtoq 
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binoton to make fome attempt for her fervice; and they c H A P .. ' 
0 d . . I f b. . 11 d XLII. employe every pnnc1p eo am 1t10n, ga antry, · an re- '--v--J 

ligious zeal to give him a contempt of thofe dangers, 1586. 

which attended any enterprize againfi the vigilant govern-

ment of Elizabeth. Finding him well difpofed for their 
purpofe, they fent him back to England, and fecretly~ 
unknown to himfelf, recommended him to the queen of 

Scots, as a perfon worth engaging in her fervicc. She 
wrote him a letter,. full of friendihip and confidence; and 
Babington, ardent in his temper and zealous in his prin-

ciples, thought, that thefe advances now bound him in 
honour to devote himfelf entire! y to th~ fer vice of that 

unfortunate princefs. During fome time, he had found 
means of conveying to her all her foreign correfpondence; 
but after ihe was put under the cufi:ody of Sir Amias 
Paulet, and reduced to a more rigorous confinement, he 

experienced fo much difficulty and danger in rendering 
her this fervice,. that he had defifi:ed from every attempt 

of that nature. 
WHEN Ballard began to open his intentions to Babing

ton, he found his zeal fufpended, not extinguifhed: His 
former ardour revived on the mention of any enterprize, 
which feemed to promife fuccefs in the caufe of Mary and 
of the catholic religion. He had entertained fentiments 
conformable to thofe of Paget, and reprefented the folly 
of all attempts, which, during the life-time of Elizabeth, 
could be formed againfi the efiabliihed religion and go

vernment of England. Ballard encouraged by this hint,. 
proceeded to difcover to him the defign undertaken by 
Savage i ; and was pleafed to obfcrve, that, infrcad of 
being fhocked with that projett, Babington only thought 
it not fecure enough, when eptruited to one fingle band, 

and propofcd to join four others with Savage in this dc.f . 
perate enterprize. 

i Ibid. State Trials, p. 11~· 

I -
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C H A P. IN profecution of thefe views, Babington employed 
XLH. h' r.j . fi h b } . "--v---J Imie f m encrea mg t e num er of 11s afiociates ; and he 
•sS6. fecretly drew into the confpiracy many catholic gentlemen,. 

difcontented with the prefent government. Barnwel, of 
a noble family in Ireland, Chttrnoc, a gentleman of Lan
cafhire, and Abington, whofe father had been cofferer to 
the houfehold, readily undertook the affaffination of the 
queen. Charles Tilney, the heir of an ancient family, 
and Titchborne of Southampton, when the defign was 
propofed to them, expreffed fome fcruples, which were at 
lafr removed by the arguments of Babington and Ballard. 
Savage alone refufed during fome time to fhare the glory 
of the enterprize with any others k ; he challenged the 
whole to himfelf; and it was with fome difficulty he was 
induced to depart from this prepo!terous ambition. 

THE delivery of the queen of Scots, at the very fame 
inftant, when Elizabeth ihould be affaffinated, was requifite 
for effetl:ing the purpofe of the confpirators ; anJ Babmg
ton undertook, with a party of an hundred horfc, to 
attack her guard~, while fhe fhould be taking the air on 
horfeback. In this enterprize, he engaged Edward 
Windfor, brother to the lord of that name, Thomas 
Sali!bury, Robert Gage, John Travcrs, John }ones and 
Henry Donne ; moll of them men of family and interefr. 
The confpirators much wanted, but could not find, any 
nobleman of name, whom they might place at the head 
of the enterprize ; but they tru!ted, that the great events, 
of the queen's death and Mary's delivery, would rouze all 
the zealous Catholics to arms; and that foreign forces, 
taking advantage of the general confufi.on, would eafily 
fix the queen of Scots on the throne, and rc-c!labliih the 
antient religion. 

THESE defperate projetl:s had not efcapcd the vigilance 
cf Elizabeth's council, particularly of Vvalfingham, fe. 

k State Trials, vol. i. p. I J I. 

6 crctary 
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cretary of Hate. That artful minifler had engaged Maud, a · c H A P. 

catholic priefl, whom he retained in pay, to attend Ballard ~ 
in his journey to France, and had thereby got a hint of 15~6. 

the defigns, entertained by the fugitives. Polly, another 
of his fpies, had found means to infinuate himfelf among 

the confpirators in England: and though not entirely 
trufled, had obtained fome infight into their dangerous 
fecrets. But the bottom of the confpiracy was never fully 
known, till Gifford, a feminary priefl, came over, and 
made a tender of his fervices to W alfingham. By his 
means, the difcovery became of the utmofl importance, 
and involved the fate of]\1ary, as well as of thofe zealous 
partizans of that princefs. 

BABINGTON and his affociatcs, having laid fuch a 

plan, as, they thought, promifed infallible fuccefs, were 
impatient to communicate the defign to the queen of Scots, 
and to obtain her approbation and concurrence. For this 
fervice, they employed Gifford, who immediate} y applied 
'to W alfingham, that the intereft of that minifter might 
forward his fecret correfpondence with Mary. Walfing-
ham propofed the matter to Paulet, and de!ired him to 

connive at Gifford's corrupting one of his fervants: But 
Paulet, averfe to the introducing of fuch a pernicious 
precedent into his family, defired, that they would rather 
think of fome other expedient. Gifford found a brewer, 
who fupplied the family with ale; and bribed him to 

convey letters to the captive queen. The letters, by 
Paulet's connivance, were thrufi: through a chink in the 
wall; and anfwers were returned by the fame convey
ance. 

BALLARD and Babington were at fir£1: diffident of 
Gifford's fidelity; and to make trial of him, they gave 

him only blank papers made up like letters: But finding 
by the anfwers, that thefe had been faithfully delivered, 
they laid aiide all farther fcruple, and co:1.reyed by his 

hands 



288 H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 

C Hx A P. hands the moft criminal and dangerous parts of their con-
LII. . . . 

\-v---1 fp1racy. Babmgton mformed Mary of the defign laid for 
1586. a foreign invafion, the plan of an infurreCt:ion at home, 

the fcheme for her delivery, and the confpiracy for affaf
:finating the ufurper, by fix noble gentlemen, as he 
termed the~, all of them his private friends; who, from 
the zeal, which they bore to the catholic caufe and her 
majefty's fervice, would undertake the lragical execution. 

Mary afTents Mary replied, that :lhe approved highly of the defign; 
};i;~c~~on- that the gentlemen might expeet all the rewards, which 

it :lhould ever be in her power to confer; and that the 
cleath of Elizabeth was a necefTary circumftance, before 
any attempts were made, either for her own delivery or 
an infurrecrion 1• Thefe letters, with others to Mendoza, 
Charles Paget, the archbilhop of G lafgow, and Sir 
Francis Ingelfield, were carried by G ift')rd to fecretary 
Walfingham; were decyphered by the art of Philips, his "' 
clerk; and copies taken of them. \Valfingham employed 
another artifice, in order to obtain full infight into the 
plot: He fubjoined to a letter of Mary's a poftfcript in 
the fame cypher; in which he made her defire Babington 
to inform her of the names of the confpirators. The in
difcretion of Babington furniilied Walfingham with frill 
another means of deteCtion, as well as of defence. That 
gentlemen had made a picture be drawn, where he him
felf was reprefented franding amidft the fi:t affaffins ; and 
a motto was fubjoined, cxpreffing that their common 
perils were the band of their confeder:1cy. A copy of 
this picture was brought to Elizabeth, that :lhe might 
know the affaffins and guard herielf againft their approach 
to her perfon. 

MEANWHILE, Babington, anxious to enfure ancl 
haften the foreign fuccours, refolved to difpatch Ballard 
into France; and he procured for him, under a feigned 

J State Trials1 vol, i, p. IJS• Camden, p. 5'5· 
name; 
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name, a licence to travel. In order to remove from c H A P. 
himfelf all fufpicion, he applied to WaHingham, pretended ,_}!:)!~ 
great zeal for the queen's fervice, offered to go abroad, xsSa. 
and profeifcd his intentions of employing that confidence, 
which he had gained among the catholics, to the detec-
tion and difappointment of their confpirac!es. Walling-
ham commended his loyal purpofes; and promifing his 
own counfel and ~ffifi:ance in the exect:tion of them, frill 
fed him with hopes, and maintained a clofe correfpon-
dence with him. A warrant, meanwhile, was iifued 
for feizing Ballard ; and this incident, joined to the con-
fcioufnefs of guilt, begat in all the confpirators the ut-
rnofl: anxiety and concern. Some advifed, that they 
1hould immediately make their cfcape : Others propofed, 
t.'hat Savage and Charnoc fhould without delay ex~cute 
their purpofe againfr Elizabeth; and Babington, in pro-
fecution of this fcheme, furniili.ed Savage with money, 
that he might buy good cloaths, and thereby have more 
eafy accefs to the q ueen's perfon. Next day, they began 
to apprehend, that they had taken the alarm too hafiily; 
and Babington, having renewed his correfpondence with 
Walfingham, was perfuaded by thn.t fubt1e minifier, that 
the feizure of Bal1ard had proceeded entirely from the 
ufual diligence of informers in the detection of popiih 
and feminary priefis. He even confentcd to take lodg-
ings fecretly in Walfingham's houfe, that they might 
have more freq ucnt conferences together, b.efore his in-
tended departure for France : But obfcrving, that he 
was watched and guarded, he made his efcape, and gave 
the alarm to the other confj)irators. They all took to 
Right, covered themfclvt.:s vith fevcraJ difguifes, and lay 
concealed in woods or barns ; but wcr2 foon difcovered 
and thrown into prifon. In th ir examinations, tl ey 
contradicted each other; and the leade_rs '.vcrc obliged to The confpi..., 
make a full confeffion of the truth. Fuurteen :vere con- r d'ror ft· l .. d 

and C\ei.IH• VoL. V. u demneq ed. 
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c ;L~ P. demned and executed: Of whom, feven acknowledged 
~ the crime_ on their trial ; the refr were conviCted by evi

rs86. dcnce. 

September. THE lefrcr confpirators being difpatched, meafures 
were taken for the trial and convitl:ion of the queen of 
Scots ; on whofe account, and with whofe concurrence, 
thefe attempts had been made againfi: the life of the queen, 
and the tranquillity of the kingdom. Some of Eliza
beth's counfcllors were averfe to this procedure; and 
thought, th:It the clofe confinement of a woman, who 
was become very fickly, and who would probably put a 
fpeedy period to their anxiety by her natural death, might 
give fufficient fecurity to the government,. without at
temrting a meafure, of which there fcarcely remains any 
example in hiftory. Lcicefl:er advifed, that Mary iliould 
be fecretly difpatchcd by poifon, and he fent a divine to 
convince Walfingham of the lawfulnefs of that atl:ion : 
But WaHingham declared his abhorrence of it; and in
fified frill, in conjunCtion with the majority of the coun
fellors, for the. open trial of the queen of Scots. The 
fituation of England, and of the Engliili minifi:ers had, 
indeed, been hitherto not a little dangerous. No fuc
ceflor of the crown was declared; but the heir of blood, 
to whom the people in general were likely to adhere, 
was, by education, an enemy to the national religion; 
was, from multiplied injuries, an enemy to the minifi:ers 
and principal nobility : And their pcrfonal fafety, as well 
as that of the public, feemed to depend alone on the 
queen's life, who was now fomewhat advanced in years. 
No wonder, therefore, that Elizabeth's counfellors, know
ing themfelves to be fo obnoxious to the queen of Scots, 
'endeavoured to pu{h every meafure to extremity againft 
her; and were even more anxious ,than the queen her
felf, to prevent her from ever mounting the throne of 
England. 

5 THOVGH 
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THoUGH all England was acquainted with the detec- C XH A P. 
LII. 

ti~m of Babington's confpiracy, every avenue to the queen \.-.-v-...J 

of Scots had been fo frrictly guarded, that ilie remained xsSG. 

in utter ignorance of the matter; and it was a great fur-
priCe to her, when Sir Thomas Gorges, by Elizabeth's 
orqers, informed her, that all her accomplices were dif-
covered and arrefi:ed. He chofe the time for giving her 
this intelligence, when fhe was mounted on horfeback to 
go a hunting ; and fhe was not permitted to return to her 
former place of abode, but was conducted from one gen-
tleman's houfe to another, till fhe was lodged in Fother-
ingay cafi:le in the county of Northampton, which it was 
determined to make the ]aft frage of her trial and fuffer-
ings. Her two fecretaries, Nau, a Frenchman, and 
Curie, a Scot, were immediately arreil:ed : All her papers 
were feized, ancl fcnt up to the council : Above fixty dif-
ferent keys to cyphers were difcovered: There were alfo 
found many letters from perfons beyond fea ; and feveral 
too from Englifh noblemen, containing expreffions oLre-
fpect and attachment. The queen took no notice ?f this 
laft difcovery ; but the perfons themfelves, knowing their 
correfpondence to be detected, thought; t9at they had no 
other means of making atonement for their imprudence,. 
than declaring themfel ves thenceforth the mofi: inveterate 
enemies of the queen of Scots m. 

IT was refolved to try Mary, not by the common fta-- Refolntion 
to try the 

tute of treafons, but by the act which h:td palled the for- queel.l of 
· h · h · d h Scots. mer year, Wit a vtcw to t Is very event; an t e queen, 

in terms of that act; appointed a commiffion, confifi:ing 
of forty noblemen and privy-counfcllors, and empowered 
them to examine and pafs fentence on iviary, whom !he 
denominated the late queen of Scots; and heir to James V. 
of Scotland. The comrr.i11ioners came to FotherinEay 
caftle, and fcnt to her Sir Walter !v1ildmay, Sir Amias 

n1 Cam en, p. 51S, 
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C ~Lt. P. Paulet, and Edward Barker, who delivered her a letter 
"""~ from Elizabeth, informing her of the commiffion, and 

1 586• of the approaching trial. Mary received the intelligence 
without emotion or afi:onifument. She faid, however, 
that it feemed fi:range to her, that the queen fuould com
mand her, as a fubjeB:, to fubmit to a trial and examina
tion before fubjeB:s: Thc:.t £he was an abfolute indepen
dant princefs, and would yield to nothing, which might 
derogate either from her royal majefi:y, from the fi:ate of 
fo,ereign princes, or from the dignity and rank of her 
fon : That, however oppreffed by misfortunes and cala
mities, fbe was not yet fo much broken in fpirit, as her 
enemies flattered themfelves; nor would !he, on any ac
count, be acceffary to her own degradation and difuo
nour : That fbe was ignorant of the laws and fi:atutes of 
England; was utterly defi:itute of council ; and could 
not c('>n,.Geive who were entitled to be called her peers, or 
could legally fit as judges on her trial : That though fhe 
bad lived in England for many years, fhe had lived in 
captivity ; and not having received the proteCtion of the 
laws, 1he could not, merely by her involuntary refidence 
in the country, be fuppofed to have fubjeB:ed herfelf to 
their jurifdiClion and authority: That notwithfi:anding 
the fuperiority of her rank, 1he was willing to give an ac
count of her condutl: before an Engli{h parliament; but 
could not view thefe commiffioners in any other light, 
than as men appointed to jufi:ify, by fome colour of legal 
proceeding, her condemnation and execution : And that 
fhe warned them to look to their confcience and their 
.charaCter, in trying an innocent perfon ; and to refleB:, 
that thefe tranfaB:ions would fomcwhere be fubject to re
vifion, and that the theatre of the whole world was much 
wider than the kingdom of England. 

IN return, the commiffioners fent a new deputation, 
informing her, that her plea, either from her royal dig

nitv 
~ 
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nity or from her imprifonment, could not be admitted· C H A P. 
. ' X~li. 

and that they were empowered to proceed to her tnal, .....,-...,..,...,J 

even though fhe fhould ref!lfe to appear before them. 
1 

1 s86. 
T 1e com-

Burleigh, the treaf urer, and Bromley, the chancellor, miffi~nm 

employed much reafoning to make her fubmit; but the J:::v;~l~~
pcrfon, whofe arguments had the · chief influence, was Sir m.it to ~ 
Chriftopher Hatton, vice-chamberlain. His fpeech was tual. 

to this purpofe. " You are accufed, Madam," faid he, 

" but not condemned, of having confpired the deihuc-

" tion of our lady and queen anointed. You fay, you 

" are a q ucen : But, in fuch a crime as this, and fuch 

" a fit~ation as yours, the royal dignity itfelf, neither 
" by the civil or canon law, nor by the law of nature or 

" of nations, is exempt from judgment. If you be in no-

" cent, you wrong your reputation in avoiding a trial. 

" We have been prcfcnt at your protefiations of inno-

" cence: But queen Elizabeth thinks otherwife; and is 

" heartily forry for the appearances, which lie againfi: 

~' you. To examine, therefore, your caufe, ihe has 

" appointed commiffioners ; honourable perfons, prudent 
" and upright men, who are ready to hear you with 

" equity, and even with favour, and will rejoice if you 

" can clear yourfclf of the imputations, which have 

" been thrown upon you. Believe me, madam, the 

" queen herfclf v:ill rejoice, who affirmed to me at my 
" departure, that nothing, which ever befd her, had 

" given her fo much uneafinefs, as that you fhoula be 
" fufpected of a concurrence in thefc criminal enterprizes,.-

" La1•ing afide, therefore, the fruitlefs claim of privi-

" lege from your royal dignity, vvhich can ··now avail 

" you nothing, trui1 to the better defence of your inno:-

" cence, make it appear in open trial, and leave not 

" upon your memory that ftain of infamy, which muft 

" attend your obfrinate filenc-e on this occafion 'n.'~ ·· 

n Camden. p. 523. 
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C ~L~.P. BY this artful fpeech, Mary was perfuaded to anfw r 
'---·v--..1 before the court ; and thereby gave an appearance of leg<;! 

1
5
86

· procedure to the trial, and prevented thofe difficulties, 
which the comruiffioners muft have fallen into, had fhe 
perfevered in maintaining fo fpecious a plea as that of her 
fovereign and indeperidant character. Her conduct in 
this particular mull: be regarded as the more imprudent; 
becaufe formerly, when Elizabeth's co.q1miffioners pre
tended not to exercife any jurifdiction over her, and only 
entered into her caufe by her own confent and approba
.tion, fhe declit~ed ju!l:ifying herfelf, when her honour, 
which ought to have been clearer to her than life, feeme5l 
abfolutely to require it. 

The trial. ON her firft appearance before the commiffioners, Ma-
ry, either fenfible of her imprudence, or frill unwilling 
to degr~de herfelf by fubmitting to a trial, renewed her 
prote!l:ation againft the authority of her judges : The 
chancellor anfwered her by pleading the fupreme authority 
pf the Englifh laws over every one who 'rcfided in Eng
land : And the commi:ffioners accommodated matters, by 

' ordering b9th her P.roteftation and his anfwer to be re ... 
corded. 

THE lawyers of the crown then opened the charge 
againft the queen of Scots. They proved, by intercepte9. 
letters, that !he had allowed cardinal J\llen and others t9 
treat her as queen of Englftnd; ·and that fhe had kept ?
correfpondence with lord Paget and Charles Paget, in ~ 
view of engaging the Spaniards to invade the kingdom. 
Mary feemed not anxious to clear ~erfelf from either of 
thefe imputations. She only faid~ that fh.e could not 
_hinder others from ufing what ftyle they pleafed in writ
jng to her; and that ihe might lawfully try every expe .. 
client for the r~covery of her liberty. 

AN intercepted 1!=tter of her's to Me~doza was ne>f~ 
produced; in which lhe promifed to transfer to Philip 

~C{ 
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her right to the kingdom of England, if her fon ihould c ~L~.P. 
refufe to be converted to the catholic faith; an event,~ 
!he there faid:~ of which there was no expeCtation, while Js~6. 
he remained in the hapds of his Scotti!h fubjeCl:s 0

• Even 

this part of the charge, fhe took no pains to deny, or ra-
ther fhe feemed to acknowledge it. She faid, that fhe 
had no kingdoms to difpofe of; yet was it lawful for her 

to give at her pleafure what was her own, and llie was 

not accountable to any for her actions. She added, that 

[}le had formerly rejeCted that propofal from Spain; but 

now, fince all her flapes in England were gone, fhe w~s 
fully determined not to refufe foreign affiftance. There 
was alfo produced evidence to prove, that ;\lien an 

Parfons were at that very time negociating by her orders 

at Rome the conditions of transferring her Englilh crown 
to the king of Spain, and of difinheriting her heretical 

fon P. 

IT is remarkable, ~hat Mary' s prej 4dices again!l her fon 

were, at this time, carried fo far, that fue had even en ... 

tered into a cohfpiracy againfl him, had appointed lord 

Claud Hamilton regent of Scotland, and had infligated 

her adherents to feize James's perfon and deliver him into 

the hands of the pope or the king of Spain ; whence he 

was never to be delivered but on condition of his becom

ipg catholic q, 

THE only part of the charge, which Mary po!itively 

qenied, was her concurrence in the defign of affaffinating 

Elizabeth. This article indeed was the mofl heavy, and 

the only one, which could fully jufi:ify the queen in pro
ceeding to extremities againfl her. In order to prove the 

accufation, there were produced the following evidence: 

yopies taken in fecretary W alfingham's office of the inter· 

cepted letters between her and Babington, in which her 

o State Trials, Yol. i, p. 138. P See note [U] at the end of th 
volume. fl See note LX] at the end of the voll.lmc. 
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C H A P. approbation of the murder was clearly expreffed; the evi-XLII. . 
~ dence of her two fecretaries, N au and Cur le, who had 

1sS6. {worn, without being put to any torture, both that fhe 
received thefe letters from Babington, and that they had 
written tHe anfwers, by her order; the confe:ffion of. Ba
bington, that he had written the letters and received the 
anfwers q ; and the confe.ffion of Ballard and Savage, that 
Babington had :lhowed them thefe letters of Mary written. 
in the cypher, which had been fcttled between them. 

IT is evident, that this complication of evidence, though 
every circumfiance· corroborates the general conclufion, 
refol ves itfdf finalJy into the teftimony of the two fecre
taries, who 'alone were certainly acquaintea v.rith their 

mifhcfs's concurrence in Babington's confpiracy, but 
ho knew themfelves expofed to ail ~he rigors qf impri

fonmcnt, torture, and death, if they refijfed to give any 
evidence, which might be req uired of th::-m. In t!le cafe 
of an ordinary criminal, tLis proof with all its difa:dvan
tages, would be efi:cemed legal, and even fatisfae!:ory, if 
not oppofcd by fomc other circumfrances, which fl1akc 
the credit of the witneffes : But on the prefent trial, 

where the abfolutc power of the profecutor concurred 
\vith fuch important intcrdl:s and fuch a violent inclina
tion to have ·the princefs condemned ; the teRimony of 
two witndfcs, even though men of character, ought to 
be fupported oy fl:rong probabilities, in order to remove 
all fufpicion of tyranny and injufrice. The proof againfi: 
Mary, it mull be confeffcd, is not deftitute of this advan
tage; and i~ is difficult, if not impoffible, to account for 
Babington's receiving an anfwer, written in her name, 
and in the cypher concerted between them, without al ... 
!owing, that the matter had been communicated to that 
princefs. Such is the light in which this matter appears, 
even after tin:e has difc~vered every thing, ~hich could 

1$ State Trials, vol, i. p. I!J• 
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guide our judgment with regard to it: No wonder, there- c H A P. 

fore, that the queen of Scots, una:ffifl:ea by council, and~ 
confounded by fo extraordinary a trial) found herfelf in- 158. • 

capable of making a fatisfaB:ory defence before the com .. 
miffioners. Her reply confifted chiefly in her own denial: 
Whatever force may be in that denial was much weakened, 
by her pofitively affirming, that fhe never had had any 
correfpondence of ar..y kina witl! Babington; a facr, how
ever, of which there remains not the leaf! queftion r. 

She afTerted, that, as N au and Curie had taken an oath 
of fecrefy and fidelity to her, their evidence againfl: her 
ought not to be credited. She confefTed, however, that 
N au had been in the fervice of her uncle, the cardinal of 
Lorraine, and had been rec;ommenaed to her by the king 
of France, as a man in whom fhe might fafely confide. 
She a1fo acknowledged Curie to be a very honefl: man, 
but !imp le, and eafily impofed on by N au. If thefe two 
men had received any letters, or had v;ritten any anfwers, 
1-vithout her knowledge; the impu.tation, ilie faid, could 
never lie on her. And fue was the more inclined, fue 
added, to entertain this fufpic.ion againfl: them, becaufc 
Nau had, in other inftances, been guilty of a like temerity, 
and had ventured to tranfaB: bufinefs in her name, with
out communicating the matter to hers. 

T'HE fole circumfl:ance of lier oefence, which ta u · 
may ~pear to have fome force, was her requiri-ng that 
N au and Curie fhould be confronted with her, and her 
affirming that they never would to her face perfifi)n their 
evidence. But that demand, however equitable, was 
not then fupported by law in trials of high treafon, and 
was often refufed even in other trials, where the crown 
was profecutor. The claufe, contained in an att of the 
~3th of the queen, was a novelty ; that the fpccies of 

r See note [¥] at the end of the vol\lrm~ 
end of the volume. 

s See note [Z] at th~ 
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C :L~. R tre.~.~fon the~e en.umerated mufr ~e proved by two witneffi:s, 
~ · <.onfronted with the criminal. But Mary was not tried 

B8?t upon that at! ; . and the minifrers and crown lawyers of 

this reign were always fure to refufe every indulgence 

peyond w4at the frriet letter of the law and the fettled 

praetic~ of the courts of jufrice required of them. Not 

to mention, that thefe fecretar~es were not probably at 

~otheringay-ca£He during the time of the trial, and could 

not, upon Mary's dem~~d, be p~oduced before the cqm

miffioners u. 

THERE paffed two incidents in this trial, which may. 

be worth obferving. A letter between Mary and Ba

bington was read, in which men_tion was made of the 

earl of !\rundel and his brothers: On hearing their names 

fhe broke into a .figh, " Alas," 'faid fhe, " what has the 

" noble houfe of the Howards fuficrcd for m'y f~kc !'t 
~he affirmed, with regard to the fame letter, that it was 

cafy to forge the hand-writing and cypher of another; 

fhe was afraid, that th:s was too familiar a pracrice wjtl~ 

\Valfingham, who, fhe alfo heard, had frequently prac

tifed both againft her life and her fon 1s. W alfingham, 

who was one of the commiffioners, rofe up. He pro

tefied, that, in his private capacity, he had never aeted 

any thing againfl: the queen of Scots: In his public capa

city, he owned, that, his concern for his fovcreign' 

fafety had made him very dilig~nt in fearching out, by 

every expedient, all defigns againft her facred perfon or 

her authority. For attaining that end, he would not 

only make ufe of the affi:fhmce of Dallard or any other 

confpirator: He would alfo reward them for betraying 

u ~een Elizabeth was wi.lling to have alloweq Curie and N au to be 

produced in the trial, and writes to that purpofe, to Burleigh and Walling• 

ham, in her letter of the 7th of OClober, in Forbes's MS. colleCtions. She 
only fays, that lhe thinks it needlefs, though 1he was willing to agree to it. 
Th~ not confronting qf the witn~ffes was not the refult of def gn but ~he 

praCtice of the age. 

tl-.eir 
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their companions. But if he had tampered in any man- c H A F. 

ner, unbcfitting his charaB:er and office, why did none ~ 
of the late criminals, either at their trial or execution, "546. 

accufe him of fuch praB:ices? Mary endeavoured to 
pacify him, by faying that ihe fpoke from information; 
and fhe begged him to give thenceforth no more credit to 
fuch as fiandered her, th~n fue ihould to fuch as accufed 
him. The great charaCter indeed, which Sir Francis Wal-
fingham bears for probity and honour, ihould remove from 
him 21l fufpicion of fuch bafe arts as forgery and fubor-
nation; arts, which even the moll: corrupt minifrers, in 
the mofr corrupt times, would fcruple to employ. 

HAVING finifhed the trial, the comrniffioners adjourned zsth oaob. 

from Fothcringay-cafrle, and met i~ tqe ~tar Chamber 
at London; where, after taking the oaths of Mary's two 
fecretaries, who, voluntarily, without hope or reward, 
vouched the authenticity of thofe letters before produced, 
they pronounced fente11ce qf death upon the queen of 
Scots, and confirmed it by their fcals and fubfcriptions. 
The fame day, a declaration was publifhed by the corn- Sentence 

miffioners and the judges, " that the fentence did no- a~ainft 

f' wife derogate from the title and honour of J ames, Mary. 

" king of Scotland ; but that he was in the fame place, 
~' degree, and right, as if the fentence had never been 
f' pronounced w." 

THE queen had now brought affairs with l\1ary to 
that fituation, which ihe had long ardently defired ; and 
had found a plaufible reafon for executing vengeance on 
a competitor, whom, from the beginning of her reign, 
fhe had ever equally dreaded and hated. But ihe was re
ftraincd from infrantly gr~tifying her rcfentment, by fe
veral important confiderations. She forefaw the invidious. 
~olQurs, i11 which tpis example of uncommon jurifdiCl:ioQ 

Y! Camdcn, p. s~~. 

would 
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c H A P, would be reprefented by the numerous partizans of Mary, 
XLII. . . 

'-' .., _;and the reproach, to whtch :fhe herfelf tmght be expofed 
· JS86, with all foreign pr:nces, perhaps with all pofl:erity. The 

rights of hofpitality, of kindred, and of royal majefl:y, 
feemed, in one fignal infl:ance, to be all violated ; and 
this facrifice of generofity to interefi, of clemency to 
revenge, might appear equally \tnbecoming a fovereign 
and a w.oman. Elizabeth, therefore, who was an excel
lent hypocrite, pretended the ut~ofl: ~eluB:ancc to pro
ceed to the execution of the fentence ; af:F~a~d the 
moll: tender fympathy with her prifoncr; difp1~yed all 
her fcruples and difficl!ities ; rejected the folicitation of 
her courtiers and minifi:ers ; and affirmed, that, :were :fhe 
not moved by the deepcfl: concern for her people's fafety, 
ihe would not hnJI. ate a moment in pardoning all the 
injuries, wh~ch fhe herfelf had received from the queen 
of Scots. 

~;~th Ollob. THAT the voice of her people might be more audibly 
heard in the demand of jufrice upon Mary, fhe fum
moned a new parliament; and !he knew, both from. the 
ufual difpofitions of that affembly, and from the influ
ence of her minifters over them, that £he iliould not want 
the mofl: earnefr folicitation to confent to that meafure, 
which was fo 4lgreeab le to her fecret inclinations. Slie 
did not open this affembly in perfon, but appointed for 
that purpofe three commiffioners, Bromlcy, the chancel
lor, Burleigh, t e treafurer, and the earl of Derby. 

~ The reafon affigned for this meafure, was, that the queen, 
forefee~ng that the afr".. :r of the queen of Scots would be 
canva!fed in pa~liOlment, found her tendernefs and de
licacy fo much hurt by that melancholy incident, that 
fhe had n9t he courage to be pre[ent while it was under 
deliberation, but withdrew her eyes from what £he could 
not behold without the utmofl: reluctance and uneafinefs. 
She was alfo willing, that, by this unufual precaution, , 

the 
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the people :lhould fee the danger, to which her pcrfon :was c H A P. 

hourly expofed; and {hould thence be trore frrongly in-~ 
cited to take vengeance on the cri=ninal, whofe refilefs 15S6. 

intrigues and bloody confpiracies had fo l~mg expofed her 
to the moft imminent perils x:. 

THE parliament anfwered the queen's expectations: 
The fentence againft Mary was unanimoufly ratified by 
both houfes ; and an application was ,·oted to obtain 
Elizabeth's confent to its publication and execution r. 
She gave an anfwer ambiguous, embarrafed ; fuU of real 
artifice, and feeming irrefoll1tion. She mentioned the 
extreme danger to which her life was continually ex
pofed ; fhe declared her willingnefs to die, did fue no 
forefec the great calamities, which would thence fall up
on the nation ; fhe made profeffions of the greatefr ten
dernefs to her people; fhe difplayed the clemency of her 
temper, and expreffed her violent reluCtance to proceed 
to extremities againft her unhappy kinfwoman; fhe af
firmed, that the late law, by which th~t princefs was 
ried, fo far from being made to enfnare her, was only 

intended to give her warning beforehand, not to engage 
in fuch attempts, as might expofe her t ,) the penalties, 
with which ihe was thus openly menaced; and {he beg
ged them to think once again, whether it were poffible 
to find any expedient, befides the death o: the queen of 
Scots, for fecuring the public tranquillityz. The parlia
ment, in obedience to her commands, ~ook the affair 
again under confideration ; but could find no other pof
lible expedient. They reiterated their felicitations, ana. 
entreaties, and arguments ; They even remonftrated, 
that mercy to the queen of Scots was c-uclty to them, 
her fubjects and children: And they afirmcd, that it 
were,injuH:icc to deny execution of the hw to any ;ndi
vidual ; much more, to the whole boJy of the 1-eople, 

. D'Ewes, p. 175• Y Ibid. p. 379• ;.:; !l!d, p. 40~, t. o3~ 
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'C H A P. now unanimou!ly and earnefily fuing for this pledge of 
XLII. 

\...-v-..J her parental care and tendernefs. This fecond addrefs 
isS6. [et the pretended doubts and fcruples of Elizabeth anew . 

in agitation: She complained of her own unfortunate 
fituation ; expreifed her uneafinefs from their importu .. 
nity ; renewed the profeffions of affection to her people; 
and difmiifed the committee of parliament in an uncer
tainty, what, after all this ~eliberation, might be her final 
refolution a. 

BuT though the queen affeeted reluctance to exccub~ 
the fcntence againfr Mary, fue complied with the requeft 
of parliament in publilhing it by proclamation; and this 

. aB: feemed to be attended with the unanimous and hearty 
rejoicings of the people. Lord Buckhurft, and Beale, 
clerk of the council, were fent to the queen of Scots, 
and notified to her the fentence pronounced againfr her, 
its ratification by parliament, and the carneft applications 

made for its execution by that aifembly, who thought, 
that their religion could never, while the was alive, at

tain a full fettlement and fecurity. :rv1ary was nowife 
difmayed at this intelligence: On the contrary, fhe joy
fully laid hold of the laft circumftance mentioned to her; 
and infifted, that, fince her death was demanded by the 
proteftants for the eftablifument of their faith, fue was 
really a martyr to her religion, and was entitled to all 

the merits, attending that glorious character. She added, 
that the Engliih had often embrucd their hands in the 
blood of their fovereigns: No wonder, they exercifed 

cruelty againft her, who derived her defcent from thefe 
monarchs b. Paulet, her keeper, received orders to take 
down her canopy, and to ferve her no longer with that; 
refpeB: due to fovereign princes. He told her, that fbe 
was now to be confidered as a dead perfcn; and incap .... 
able of any dignity c. This har.lll treatment produced 

a See note (AA] at the end of the volume. 
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not in her any feeming emotion. She only replied, that jC H A P. 
. XL 1 L 

fhe received her royal charaB:et from the hands of the~ 
Almighty, and no earthly power was ever able to bereave J5S6. 

her of it. 

THE queen of Scots wrote her la£t etter to Elizabeth; 
full of dignity, without departing from that fpirit of 
meeknefs and of charity, which appeared fuitable to this 
concluding fcene of her unfortunate life. She preferred 
no petition for averting the fatal fentence : On the con
trary, fue expreffed her gratitude to Heaven for thus 
bringing to a fpeedy period her fad and lamentable pil
grimage. She requefted fome favours of Elizabeth, and 
intrcat;:d her, that fhe might be beholden for them to her 
bwn goodnefs alone, without making applications to thofe 
minifrers, who had difcovered fuch an extreme malignity 
againfr her perfon and her religion. She defired, that, after 
her enemies fhould be fatiated with her innocent blood, 
her body, which, it was determined, fhould never enjoy 
refr, while her foul was united to it, might be configned 
to her fervants, and be conveyed by them into France, 
there to repofe in a catholic land, with the facred reliques 
of her mother. In Scotbnd, fhe faid, the fepulchres of 
her ancefl:ors were violated, and the churches either 
demolifhed or profaned ; and in England, where fhe 
might be interred among the ancient kings, her own and 
Elizabeth's progenitors, fhe could entertain no hopes of 
being accompanied to the grave with thofe rites and cere
monies, which her religion required. She requefted, that 
no one might have the power of inflicting a private death 
upon her, without Elizabeth's knowledge; but that her 
execution fhould be public, anc! attended by her ancient 
fervant8, who might bear tefiimony of her perfeverance 
in the faith, and of her fubmiffion to the will of Heaven. 
She begged, that thefe fervants might afterwards be al
lowed to depart whitherfoever they pleafed, and might 

enjoy 
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C H A P. enjoy thofe legacies, which fue fhould bequeath them. 
XLII. . 

\.....-v--1 And fhe conjured her to grant thefe favours, by their 
1586. near kindred; by the foul and memory of Henry VII. 

the common anceftor of b~th; and by the royal dignity, 
of which they equally participated d. Elizabeth made 
no anfwer to this letter; being unwilling to give Mary 
a refufal in her prefent fituation, and forefeeing inconvc
niencies from granting fome of her requefts. 

WHILE the 'queen of Scots thus prepared herfelf to 
meet her fate, great efforts were made by foreign powers 
with Elizabeth to prevent the execution of the fentence, 
pronounced againft her. Befides employing L' Aubefpine, 
the French refident at London, a creature of the houfe 
of Guife, Henry fent over Bellievrc, with a profeffed 
intention of interceding for the life of Mary. The duke 
of Guife and the league, at that time, threatened very 
nearly the king's authority; and Elizabeth knew, that, 
though that monarch might, from decency and policy, 
think himfelf obliged to intcrpofe publicly in behalf of 
the queen of Scots, he could not fecretly be much dif
pleafed with the death of a princefs, on whofe fortune
and elevation his mortal enemies had always founded fo
.many daring and ambitious 13rojetl:s e. It is even. pre
tended, that Bellicvre had orders, after making public 
and vehement remonftrances againft the execution of 
Mary, to exhort privately the queen, in his mafter's 
name, not to defer an atl: of jufrice, fo neceHary for their 
common fafety r. But whether the French king's inter
ceffion was fincere or not, it had no weight with the 
queen ; and fhe frill perfifred in her former refolution. 

Jnterpofi· THE interpofition of the young king of Scots, though 
tJion of king not able to change Elizabeth's determination, feemed, on •mes, 

every account, to merit more regard. So foon as J ames 

d Camden, p. 5'l9• Jebb, vol. ii. P• Z95• 
f Du M;;.urier, 

6 

c Camden, p. 494-• 
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lleard of the trial and condemnation of his mother, he C H A P. 
fent Sir William Keith, gentleman of his bed-chamber,~ 
to London; and. wrote a letter to the queen, in which JsU. 
he remonfi:rated, in very fevere terms, againfi: the indig-
nity of the procedure. He faid, that he was afi:onilhed 
to hear of the prefumption of Englilh noblemen and 
counfellors, who had dared to fit in judgment and pafs 
fentence upon a queen of Scotland, defcended from the 
blood royal of England ; but he was frill more afi:oni!hed 
to hear, that thoughts were ferioufly entertained of put• 
ting that fcntence in execution : That he entreated Eli-
zabeth to reRett on the dilhonour, which fhe fhould 
draw on her name by embruing her hands in the blood 
of her near kinfwoman, a perfon of the fame royal dig-
nity and of the fame fex with herfelf: That, in this un
paralleled attempt, fhe offered an affro~t to all diadems, 
and even to her own; and by reducing fo,·ereigns to a 
level with other men, taught the peop!c to neglect all 
duty towards thofe whom Providence had appointed to 
rule over them : That for his part, he mufi: deem t 1e 
injury and infult fo enormous, as to be incap:1blc of all 
atonement; nor was it poffible for him thenceforward to 
remain in any terms of corrcfpondence with a pcrfon, 
who, without any pretence of legal authority, had delibe-
rately inflitl:ed an ignominious death upon his parent ! 
And that, even if the fentiments of nature and duty aid 
not infpire him with this purpofe of vengeance, his own 
llonour required it of him; nor could he ever acquit him-
{elf in the eyes of the world, if he did not ufe every 
effort, and endure eyery hazard, to revenge fo great an 
indignity g. 

SooN after, James fent the mafi:er of Gray and S!r 
Robert Melvil to enforce the rem01 ilrances of Keith; 
and tti employ ·with the queen ev ry expedient -of argu .... 

l Spo~fwood 1 p. 3 5 r. 
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c H A P. ment and menaces. Elizabeth was at firfl: offended with 

XLII . h 11... r 1' . d 11... }' d . 
~ t e warpnefs of the1e app 1catwns ; an ute rep 1e m a 

1·s36. like frrain to the Scottilh ambaffadors. When ihe after

wards refleB:ed, that this earnefi:nefs was no more than 

what duty required of James, fhe was pacified; but frill 

retained her refolution of proceeding to extremities 

againfr Mary h. It is believed, that the m after of Gray, 

gained by the enemies of that princefs, fecretly gave hi~ 

advice not to fpare her, and t'!1dertook, in all events, to 

pacify his mafter. 

THE queen alfo, from many con!iderations, was in

duced to pay frriall attention to the applications of J ames,. 

and to difregard all the efforts, which e could employ 

in behalf of his mother. She was well acquainted with 

bis charaCter and interefts, the factions which prevailed 

among his p~ople, and the inveterate hatred, which the 

zealous protcftants, particularly the preachers, bore t(} 

the q uc n of Scots. The prefent incidents fet thefe 

difpofitions of the clergy in a ~ull light. J ames, ob

fcrving the fixed purpofe of Elizabeth, ordered prayers 

to be ofrcred up for :rviary in all the churches; and know

jng the captious humour of the ecclefiaftics, he took 

care that the form of the petition :lhould be mofi cautious, 

as well a.s humzne and charitable: " That it might 

" pleafe God to illuminate Mary with the light of his 

~' truth, and fave her from the apparent danger, with 

which The was threatened." But, excepting the king's 

o m chaplains, and one clergyman more, all the preach

c s refuitd to pollute their churchers by prayers for a 

apift, and would not fo much as prefer a peti

tion for her converfion. ~James, unwillihg or unable to 

punifb this difobedience, and defirous of giving the 

p eachcrs an opportunity of amending their fault, ap

pointed a new day when prayers fhould be faid for his 

h Spotf,~ood, p. 35l• 
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mother; and that he mirrht at lcafl: fecurc .himfelf from C H A P. 
any infult in his own pref~nce, he defirecl the archbi!hop XL~ of St. Andrews to officiate before him. In order to dif- 1586. 
appoint this purpofc, the clergy inft: ated one Coup r, a 
young man, who had not yet rccei\·,d holy: ord~rs, to 
take poifeffion of the pulpit early in the morning, and to 
exclude the prelate. VV"he.n tLc king came to church, 
and faw the pulpit occupied by Coupcr, he called to him 
from his feat, and told him, that the 1lacB was defrined. 
for another ; yet fincc he was there, if he would obey 
the charge given, and remember the queen in his prayers, 
he might proceed to divine fcrvice. The preacher replied, 
that he would do as the Spirit of God fhould direct 
him. This anfwer fufficiently i1 fl:ruB:ed James in his 
purpofe; and he commanded him to leave the pulpit. 
As Couper fcem d not difpofed to obey, the captain of 
the guard went to pull him. from his place; upon which 
the young man cried aloud, That this day would be a 
witnefs againfr the king in the great day of the Lord; 
and he denounced a woe upon the inhabitants of Edin-
burgh for permitting him to be treated in that manner i. 
The audience at firH: appeared defirous to take part wi h 
him ; but the fermon of the prelate brought th~m ove 
to a more dutiful and more humane difpofi_tion. 

ELIZABETH, when folicited, either by Jame or by 
foreign princes, to pardon th:! queen of Scots, feemcd · 
always determined to exe ute the fcntGnce aga'nfr her. 
But when her minifrers urged her to i11terp0fe no more 
delays, her fcruples and her he!itation rcturnf!d ; h hu 
rnanity could ot allow rer to e brace fu h violent an 
fanguinary me. fures; and !he 'v~ s toac' ed with €0 n
paffion for the misfortunes, and vith refpccr for the 
dignity, of the unhappy p ifoner. The courtiers, fenfibJ ... 
that they could do nothing more acce table to her, than 

i Spotfwood, p. 351• 
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c H A P. to employ perfuafi.on on this head, failed not to enforce-
XT...II. • 

'--"v--.J every motive for the pumfhment of Mary,. and to com-

•s&6. bat an the ob1eetions uro-ed againfr this aCt: of J. uftice. 
Rea{ons for J 0 

the ex~CU• They faid, that the treatment of that princefs in Eng
tion of 
Mary. lar.d had been,. on her firft reception, fuch as found rea

fen and· poticy required; and if £he had' been governed 

by principles of equity,· £he would not have refufed 

willingly to acquiefce in: it : That tl\e obvious inconve

niences, either of allowing her to retire into France, or 

of .reftoring her by force to her throne, in oppofition t() 

the reformers: and' the Englilh party in Scotland, had 

obliged the queen to. detain her in England, till time 

fhould offer fome opportunity of ferving her, without 

danger to the kingdom, or to the prote!tant religion: 

That her ufage there had been fuch as became her rank; 

her own fervants, in confiderable numbers, had been 

permitted to attend her; exercife had been allowed he.r 

for health, and an accefs of company for amufement; 

and thefe indulgences would, in time, have been carried 

farther, if by her fubfequent conduct £he had appeared 

worthy of them : That after £he had inftigated the re

bellion of Northumberland, the confpiracy of Norfolk, 

the bull of excommunication of pope Pius, an invafion 

from Flanders; after £he had feduced the queen~s friends, 

and incited every enemy, foreign and domeftic, againfl: 

her; it became neceffary to treat her as a moft danger

ous rival, and to render her confinement more ftriCl: and 

rigorous: That the queen, notwithftanding thefe repeat

ed provocations, had, in her favour, rejected the impor

tunity of her parliaments, and the ad\ ice of her fageft 

minifters k ; and was fiill, in hopes of her amendment~ 

determined to delay coming to d1e laft e. ·tremity againft 

her: That Mary, even in this forlorn condition, retained 

fo high and unconquerable a fpirit, that fhe aCted as com-

k Di ges, p. z76, St r~pe, vo), ii, P• 4g1 135, 136, 139• 
petito~ 
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petitor to the crown, and allowed her partizans everyC H A P. 
where, and in their very letters, addreffed to herfelf, to ~ 
treat her as queen of England : That £he had carried her 1 s!6. 
~nimofity fo far as to encourage, in repeated inftances, 
the atrocious defign of affaffinating the queen; and this 
crime was unquefrionably proved upon her, by her ow)l 
letters, by the evidence of her fecretaries, and by the 
dying confeffion of her accomplices : That £he was but a 
titul::rr queen, and at prefent poffeffed no where any right 
of fovereignty; much lefs in Engla~d, where, the mo-
ment £he fet faot in the kingdom, fhe voluntarily became 
fubjeB:: to the laws, and to Elizabeth, the only true 
fovereign: That even allowing her to be frill the queen's 
equal in raak and dignity, felf-defence was permitted by 
a law of nature, which could never be abrogated ; and 
every one, frill more a queen, had fufficient jurifdiB::ion 
over an enemy, who, by open violence, and frill more, 
who, by fecret treachery, threatened the utmofr danger 
:a.gainfi her life : That the general combination of the 
Catholics to exterminate the protefrants, was no longer a 
fecrct ; and as the foie ·refource of the latter perfecuted 
feB:: lay in Elizabeth, fo the chief hope, which the former 
entertainea of final fuccefs, confifl:ed in the perfon, and 
in the title of the queen of Scots : 'That this very cir
cumfl:ance brought matters to extremity between thefe 
princdfes; and rendering the life af one the death of the 
other, pointed out to Elizabeth the path, which either 
regard to felf-prefervation, or to the happinefs of her 
people, £hould dire& her to purfue : And that neceffity, 
more powerful than policy, thus demanded of the queen 
that refolution, which equity would aathorife, <md which 
duty prefcribed J. 

WHEN Elizabeth thought, that as many importunities 
had been ufed, and as much delay interpofcd, as decency 

l Camden, P• 533• 
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C H A P, required, fhe at 1 fi: determined to carry the fentence int 

~execution: But even in this lafl: ·cfolution ilie could no 

15S7. proceed without difplaying a new fcene of duplicity and 

-artifice. In order to alarm the vulgar, rumours were 

prcviouily difpcrfed, that the Spanilh fleet was arrived in 

Milford Haven ; that the Scots had made an irruption 

into Engl nd ; that the duke of Guife was landed in 

Suffex with a fl:rong army; that t11e queen of Scots was 

efcaped from prifon, and had raifed an army ; that the 

northern counties. had begun an infurreCl:ion; that there 

was a new confpiracy on foot to affaffinate the queen, and 

fet the city of London on fire; nay, that the queen was 

aCl:ually affaffinated m. :An attempt of this nature was 

even imputed to L' Aubcfpine, the French ambaffador; 

and that minifter was obliged to leave the kingdom. 

The queen, affecting to be in terror and perplexity, 

was obferved to fit much alone, penfive and filcnt; and 

fometimcs to mutter to herfelf half fcntences, importing the 

difficulty and difrrefs, to which :lhe was reduced n. She at 

lafr called Davifon, a man of parts, but eafy to be im

pofcd on, and who had lately, for that very rcafon, been 

made fecretary, and :lhe ordered him privately to draw 

up a warrant for. the execution of the queen of Scots; 

' hich, {he af crvv-ards faid, :lhe intended to keep by her, 

in cafe <ny attempt iliould be made for the delivery of 

that princefs. She figned the warrant; and then com

manded Davifon to carry it to the chancellor, in order to 

have the great fc:1l affixed to it. Next day :lhe fent 

Killi rev.r to Davifon, enjoini;,g him to forbear, fome 

f me, executing her former orders ; and when Davifon 

came 411d told, her, that the w::.rrant had already pa:ffed 

the great feal, {he feemed to be fomewhat moved, and 

plamed him for his precipita!:ion. Davifon, being iq 

fgme perplexity, acqu4inted the council with this whole 

!u Camden, P· 5H• n bid p. 534• 
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tranfacHon; and they endeavoured to perfuade him to c H .~ P. 
XLII. fend off Beale with the warrant: If the queen lhould --v--

be difpleafed, they promifcd to j ufi:ify his conduct, and 1587. 

to take on themfelves the whole blame of this 1r.cafure 0 • 

The fccretary, not fufficiently aware of their intention, 
complied with the advice; and the warrant was • dif-
.patched to the earls of Shrcwfbury anJ Kent, and fome 
others, ordering them to fee the fe1 teucc executed upon 
the queen of Scots. 

THE two earls came to Fotheringay-cafi!d; and heing 7th Fth. 

introduced to Mary, informed her of their commiffion, t~ he execu· 
ton. 

a.nd defired her to prepare for death next morning at 
eight o'clock._ She feemed no-wife terrified, though 
fomewhat furprifed, with the intelligence. She faid, 
with a chearful, and even a frni!ing countenance, that 
ihe did not think the queen, her fifi:er, would have con
fented to her death, or have executed the fcntence againfl: 
a p~rfon, not fubjetl: to the laws and jurifdiB:ion of 
England. "' But as fuch is her will," faid fhe, "death, 
" which puts an end to all my miferies, ihall be to me 
"' moll: welcome ; nor can I efreem that foul worthy the 
" felicities of heaven, which cannot fuvport the body 
" under the horrors of the laft paffage to thefe blifsful 
"' manfions P ." She then requefted the two noblemen, 
that they would permit fome of her fervants, and parti
-cularly her confeffor, to attend her: But they told her, 
that compliance with this laft demand was contrary to 
their confcience q' and that Dr. Fletcher., dean of Peter
borow, a man of 'great learning, fhould be prefent, to 

o It appears by fome letters publilheJ by Strype, vol. iii. book ii. c. r. 
that Elizabeth had not exp,refsly communicated he~ intention to any of her 
minifiers, not even to Burleigh : They were fuch experienced comtiers, that 
they knew they could not gratify her more than by fuving her without 

'Yiaiting till fl1e ddired them. 

P Camden, p. 534• Jebb, vol. ii. p. 301, MS. in the Advocates' 
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c H A P. inil:ruct her in the principles of true religion. Her reru..: 
lXLII. r. 1 . h h' d' . . fl d h 
~ 1a to have any conference Wit t IS 1vme m ame t e 

~ 1 .5 3·7• zeal of the earl of Kent; and he bluntly told her~ that 

her death would be the life of their religion ; as, on the 

contrary, her life would have been the death of it. 
!vlention being made of Babington, :lhe conftantly de

nied his confpiracy to have been at all known. to her; 

and the revenge of her wrong, fhe refigned into the 

hands of the Almighty. 

\\rHEN the earls had left her, fhe ordered fupper to be 

hafiened, that fhe might have the more leifure, after it, to 

finifh the few affairs which remained to her in this world, 

and to prepare for her paffage to another. It was necef

fary for her, ihe faid, to ta!~e fome f ufi:enance, lefr a 

failure of her bodily fi:rcngth .fhould deprefs her fpirits on 

the morrow, and lefi: her behaviour fhould thereby betray 

a weaknefs unworthy of herfelf r. S!le fupped fparingly, 

as her manner ufually was; and her wonted chearfulnefs 

did not even dcfert her on this occafion. She comforted 

her li rvants under the affiiCl:ion, which overwhelmed 

them, and which was too violent for them to conceal it 

from her. Turning to Burgoin, her phyfician, fhe a!ked 

him, vVhether he did not remark the great and invincible 

force of truth? "They pretend," faid 1he, "that I muft 

" die, bccaufe I confpired againfi: their queen~s life: But 

'" the earl of Kent avowed, that there was no other 

" caufe of my death, but the apprehenfions, which, if 

" I fhoulJ live, they entertain for their religion. My 
~' confiancy in the faith is my real crime: The refi is 

" only a colour, invented by interefred and defigning 

'' men." Towards the end of fupper, the called in all 

her fcrvants, and drank to them : They pledged her, in 

order, on their knees ; and craved her pardon for any 

i>aft neglect of their duty: She deigned~ m return, to 

r Jebb1 vol. ii, ~· 489, 
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a{k their pardon for her offences towards them ; and a c H A 1lr. 

plentiful effufion of tears attended this lafl: folemn fare-~ 
wel, and exchange of mutual forgivenefs '· 1517. 

MAR y' s care of her fervants was the foie remaining 
affair, which employed her concern. She perufed her 

will, in which £he had provided for them by legacies : 

She ordered the inventory of her goods, cloat~s, and 

jewels to be brought her; and £he wrote down the names 

of thofe to whom £he bequeathed each particular: To 

fome ihe di£hibuted money with her own hands; and 
:lhe adapted the recompence to their different degrees of 

rank and merit. She wrote alfo letters of recommenda

tion for her fervants to the French king, and to her 

coufin, the duke of Guife, whom £he made the chief 

executor of her tefi:ament. At her wonted time ihe 

went to bed ; flept fome hours ; and then rifing, fpent 
the refi: of the night in prayer. Having forefeen the 

difficulty of exercifing the rites of her religion, ihe had 
had the precaution to obtain a confecrated hofi:e from the 

hands of pope Pius ; and £he had referved the ufe of it 
for this lafi: period of her life. By this expedient lhe 

fupplied, as much as lhe could, the want of a priefl: and. 

confeffor, who was refufcd her t. 

Tow AR os the morning £he drcffed herfelf in a rich 
habit of filk and velvet, the only one which lhe had re

ferved to herfelf. She told her maids, that ihe would 
willingly have left them this drefs rather than the plain 
garb which £he wore the day before: But it was neceffary 

for her to appear at the enfuing folemnity in a decent 

habit. 

THoMAS ANDREws, iheriff of the county entered the 

room, and informed her, that the hour was come, and 

that he mufl: attend her to the place of execution. She re-

s Jebb, vol, ii. P• 30~, ~z6. .Camd~n, p. 53+• 
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C H A P. plied, That 1he was ready; and bidding adieu to her fcr

XI..ll. vants, 1he leaned on two of Sir Amias Paulet's guards, 

1587.. becau[e of an infirmity in her limbs; and fhe followed the 

fheriff with a ferene and compofed afp cr. In paffing 

through a l l a(ljoining to her chamber, 1he was met by 

the earls of Shrew!bury and Kent, Sir Amias Paulet, Sir 

Drue Drury, and many other gentlemen of difrinB:ion. 

Here 1 .e alfo found Sir Andrew l\1dvil, her fteward, 

who flung himfelf on his knees before her; and, wringing 

his hands, cried aloud, " Ah, Madam! un appy me! 

" What man was ever before the meffenger of fuch heavy 

" tidings as I muft carry, when I :lhall return to my 

" native country, and fnall report, that I faw my graci

~' ous queen and miflrcfs beheaded in England?" His 

tears prevented further fpeech; and Mary too felt herfelf 

moved, more from fympathy than affiicrion. " Ceafe, 

" my good fervant, " faid fne; " ceafe to lament : Thou 

" haft caufe rather to rejoice than to mourn : For now 

" 1halt thou fee the troubles of 1\!Iary Stuart receive their 

" long expected period and completion. Know," conti

nued lhe, " good fervant, that all the world at befr is 

" vanity, and fubject frill to more forrow than a whole 

" ocean of tears is able to bewail. But I pray thee, carry 

" this meffage from me, that I die a true woman to my 

" religion, and unalterable in my affections to Scotland 

" and to France. Heaven forgive them, that have long 

" defired my end, and have thirfred for my blood as the 

" hart panteth after the water brooks." " 0 God," 

added 1he, " thou that art the author of truth, and truth 

." itrelf, thou knowefr the inmofr receffes of my heart: 

" Thou knowcfr, that I was ever defirous to prefcrve an 

" entire union between Scotland and England, and to 

" obviate the fource of all thefe fatal difcords. But 

" recommend me, Melvil, to my fon, and tell him, that, 

~' no withftanding all my diftreffes, I have done nothing 

~~ prejudicial 
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' prejudicial to the ftate and kingdom of Scotland." C H A P.· 

d 1. . h r. If . h . XL)(. After thefc wor s, rec mmg ene , w1t weepmg eyes,~ 
and face bedcwed with te~rs, fhe kiffed him. " And fo,'" 1537· 

faid fue, " good Me1vil, farewel : Once again, farewe1, 
" good l\1elvil; and grant the affifiance of thy prayers to 
" thy queen and mifirefs u." 

SHE next turned to the noblemen who attended her, 
and made a petition in behalf of her fervants, that they 
might be well treated, be allowed to enjoy the preients 
which Ihe had made them, and be fent fafely into their 
own country. Having received a favourable anfwer, fhe 
preferred another requc:ft, that they might be permitted to 
attend her at her death : In order, faid !he, that their 
eyes may behold, and their hearts bear witnefs, how 
patiently their queen and miflrefs can fubrnit to her 
execution, and how confrantly fhe perfeveres in her at~ 
tachment to her religion. The earl of Kent oppofed this 
de:fire, and told her, that they would be apt, by their 
fpceches and cries, to diil:urb both herfelf and the fpetl:a
tors : He :was alfo apprehen:five, left they fhould pratl:ife 
fome fuperfrition, not meet for him to fuffcr; fuch as 
dipping their handkerchiefs in her blood : For that was 
the infrance which he made ufe of. "My lord," faid the 
queen of Scots, " I will give my word (although it be 
" but de3.d) that they !hall not incur any blame in any 
H of the aCtions which. you have named. But alas ! poor 
" fouls ! it would be a great confolation to them to bid 
" their mifrrefs farewel. And I hope," added :lhe, 
~' that your mifrrcfs, being a maiden queen, would 
" vouchfafe, in regard of womanhood, that I fuould have 
" fome of my own people about me at my death. I 
" know, that her majefiy hath not given you any fuch 
" ftriCl: command, but that you might grant me a requeft 
~~ 9f far greater courtefy, even though I were a woman 

'ij !'y1$. p. 4• Jebb1 vol. ii. p. 6~4· Stryve, vol, iii, p. 384. 
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c :LI~. P." of inferior rank to that which I bear." Finding that 
~ the earl of Kent perfifred frill in his refufal, her mind-; 

:rs&J. which had fortified itfelf againft the terrors of death, was 
affected by this circumftance of indignity, for which fhe 
was not prepared. " I am coufin to your queen," cried 
lhe, " and defcended from the blood-royal of Henry VII. 
" and a married queen of France, and an anointed queen 
" of Scotland." The commiffioners, perceiving how 
invidious their obftinacy would appear, conferred a little 
together, and agreed, that fhe might carry a few of her 
:fervants along with her. She made choice of four men, 
4Lnd two maid-fervants, for that purpofe. 

· SHE then pa!fed into another hall, where was erected 
the fcaffold, covered with black; and fhe faw, with an 
ndifmayed countenance, the executioners, and all the 

preparations of death. The room was crowded with 
fpeB:ators; and no one was fo freeled again:ft all fenti
ments ofhumanity, as not to be moved, whenhereflected 
on her royal dignity, confidered the furprifing train of her 
misfortunes, beheld her mild but inflexible conftancy, 
recalled her amiable accompliihments, or furveyed her 

eau tics, which, though · faded by years, and yet more 
by her affiitl:ions, frill difcovered themfelves in this fatal 
moment. Here the warrant for her execution was read to 
her; and during this ceremony :lhe was filent, but lhewed, 
in her behaviour, an indifference and unconcern, as if 
the bufinefs had no wife regarded her. Before the execu
tioners performed their office, the dean of Peterborow 
:fiepped forth ; and though the queen frequently told him, 
hat he needed not concern himfelf about her, that :lhe 

was fettled in the ancient catholic and Roman religion, 
and that fhc meant to by down her life in defence of that 

·faith;. he fiill thought it his duty to perfift in his lectures 
and exhortations, and to endeavour her converfion. The 
terms, which he employed, were, under ,olour of pious 

inftruetions, 
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inftruCl:ions, cruel infults on her unfortunate fituation; C H A .. 
and befides their own abfurdity, may be regarded as the~ 
mofl: mortifying indignities, to which !he had ever yet '.Ss7• 
been expofed. He told her, that the queen of England 
had on this occafion £hewn a tender care of her ; and not .. 
withflanding the punilhment juflly to be inflicted on her, 
for her manifold trefpaffes, was determined to ufe every 
expedient for faving her foul from that defl:ruCl:ion, with 
which it was fo nearly threatened : That fhe was now 
fianding upon the brink of eternity, and had no other 
means of efcaping endlefs perdition, but by repenting her 
former wickednefs, by j ufiifying the fentence pronounced 
againfl: her, by acknowledging the queen's favours, and 
by exerting a true and lively faith in Chrifr Jefus: That 
the fcriptures were the only rule of doCtrine, the merits 
of Chrift the only means of falvation; and if fhe trufied 
in the inventions or devices of men, fhe mufr expeB: in 
an infl:ant to fall into utter darknefs, into a place where 
1hall be weeping, howling, and gnafhing of teeth : That 
the ~and of death was upon her, the ax was laid to the 
root of the tree, the throne of the great judge of heaven 
was ereCl:ed, the book of her life was fpread wide, and 
the particular fentence and judgment was ready to be 
pronounced upon her: And that it was now during this 
important moment, in her choice, either to rife to _the 
refurreetion of life, and hear that joyful falutation, 
Come, ye bleffed of my Father, or to fhare the refurrecrion 
of condemnation, replete with forrow and anguifh ; and 
to fuffer that dreadful denunciation, Go, ye curfed, int!J 
everlqjling fire"· 

DuRING this difcourfe Mary could not fometimes 
forbear betraying her impatience, by interrupting the 
preacher; and the dean, finding that he had profited nothin6 
by his lecture, at laft bade her change her opinion, repent 

:x: MS, p. 81 9, 1o, I I. Strype, vol. iii. p. 38 )• 
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r wi-ckednefs, and ~ttfe her faith up~ 

JS ~r nd, that only in ChrHt J efus could fbe hope td 

1&.-ed. She anfwered, again and again 7 with great 
nefs: "Trotrble not yourfelf any more about tfle 

•• matter: For I was born in this religion; I have lived 

n in this religion; and in this reli~~n I am refolved to 
fC die." Even the two earls petteived, that it was 

fruitlefs to harars Mr any further wit~ th.eolo~af dif

putes ; and they eidered the dean to defift from his ttrtfea

fOnable eJthortatiens, and to pray for her cu.tWerfion. 

During the dean's prayer, fhe employed herfell in private 

devotion from tlte office of the Virgin; amf after he ha:d 

fifti1}1ecl, ft\e pronounced aloud fome petitiQns in Eng1iat, 
for the aftliaed dmreh, for 'aft end of her own troubles, 

for her fon, . and for queen Elizabeth ; and praye<t God, 

that that princefs might long profper, and be employed irl 
his krv~e. Too earl ef Kent, o\,ferving, that, · her 

d~otions, file made frectu~nt u.fe of the croei~, t6 

not forbeu eproving her for her attachment m tl'rat p · 
trtmlpery, aa }le ermed it; and be e:dtorted ller ha 

C · 1.h art, aot in her hentl t. repHat 

prefence of · , that. it was diilkult to he eh 

o&jc6t: i.R her hattd, ithoat feelmg her Heart touc ediwi 

e compunttioft. '"· 

HE now &et;aft, with tire ~Id of :her two worhen, td 

clnrobe he!-felf;. and me executione~ alfo lent his hand:, 
to ati them. lle fn.iled, and ~id.; hat fhe wa not 

acxuiomed to undMf& herfdl before fc &r~a ~omp:my~ 

to be ferYee by fuclt valets. Het fenrant~, feeini he 

in this condition, ready to lay her head upon e &lt>ck1 

bu in-te> tears and lamentatlbns : She turned ~out to 

tbtm; put her 4\n~r upon her lips, as a fign of impofing 
ilem:e Upon them ll ; and rumng giTen them het b' e rtg 

Y MS. p. t S• Jebb, fol. ii, P• 3071 4911 6J7• 
a Jebb, p. 307-' 492:. 
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defired them to pray for her. One of her maids, whom CH A P. 

The had appointed for that purpofe, covered her eyes with ~ 
a handkerchief; £he laid herfelf down, without any fign ssS7• 

of fear or trepidation ; and her head was fevered from he'r 
body at two firokes by the executioner. He infiantly 
held it up to the fpeetators, :ftreaming with blood and 
agitated with the convulfions of death : The dean of Pe
terborow alone exclaimed, " So perifh all queen Eliza-
" beth's enemies :" The earl of Kent alone replied 
" Amen :" The attention of all the other fpeetators was 
£.xed on the melancholy fcene before them; and zeal and 
flattery alike gave place to prefent pity and admiration of 
the expiring princefs. 

THus perilhed, in the forty-fifth year of her age, and Mary~s cha. 
· · f h · · · E 1 d M fraaer. nmeteenth o er capt1v1ty m ng an , ary queen o 

Scots ; a woman of great accomplifhments both of body 
and mind, natural as well as acquired; but unfortunate 
in her life, and during one period, very unhappy in her 
conduCt. The beauties of her perfcn and graces of her 
air combined to make her the moft amiable of women ,; 
and the charms of her addrefs and convcrfation aided the 
impreffion, which her lovely figure made on the hearts of 
all beholders. Ambitious :ind atl:ive in her temper, yet 
inclined to chearfulnefs and fociety; of a lofty fpirit, 
conftant and even vehement in her purpofe, yet polite, 
and gentle, and affable in her demeanor ; £he feemed to 
partake only fo much of the male virtues ·as to render her 
efrimable, without reEnqui!hing thofe [oft graces, which 
£ompofe the proper ornament of her fex. [n order to 
form a jufr idea of her charaCter, we mufr fet afide one 
part of her conduCl:, while :lhe abandoned herfelf to the 
g~idance of a profligate man ; and mufr confider thefe 
faults, whether we admit them to be · mpruaencies or 
crimes, as the refult of an inexplicable, though not un
common, inconfrancy in the human mind, of tlie frailty 

3 of 
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C ~Lt. P. of our nature, of the violence of paffion, and of the 
'--v--1 influence, which fituations, and fometimes momentary 

1 SS7• incidents, have on perfons, whofe principles are not tho
roughly confirmed by experience and reflection. Enraged 
by the ungrateful conduct of her huiband, feduced by the 
treacherous counfels of one in whom £he repofed confi
dence, tranfported by the violence of her own temper, 
which never lay fuffi.ciently under the guidance of difcre
tion; £he was betrayed into actions, which may, with 
fome difficulty, be accounted for, but which admit of no 
apology, nor even of alleviation. An enumeration of her 
qualities might carry the appearance of a panegyric; an 
account of her conduct mufr, in fome parts, wear the 
afpect of fevcre fatire and inveCtive. 

HER numerous misfortunes, the folitude of her long 
and tedious captivity, and the perfccutions, to which £he 
had been expofed on account of her religion, had wrought 
her up to a degree of bigotry during her later years; and 
fuch were the prevalent fpirit and principles of that age, 
that it is the lefs wonder, if her zeal, her refentment, 
and her intereft uniting, induced her to give confcnt to 
a defign, which confpirators, actuated only by the fidl: 
of thefe motives, had formed againfr the life of Elizabeth. 

Thequeen's WHEN the queen was informed of l\1ary's execution, 
~!~ed for- ihe affected the utmofr fUI·prize and indignation. Her 

countenance changed ; her fpccch faltered and failed her; 
for a long time, her forrow was fo deep that ihe could 
not exprefs it, but frood fixed, like a fratue, in filence 
and mute afroniihment. After her grief was able to find 
vent, it budl: out in loud wailings and lamentations ; £he 
put herfelf into deep mourning for this dcplorab e event; 
and £he was feen perpetually bathed in tears, ;md fur
rounded only by her maid~ and women. None of her 
minifrers or counfellors dared to approach her; or if any 
a.Jfumed fuch temerity, lhe ch~;fcd them from her, with 

4 t~ 
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the mofl: violent expreffions of rage and refentment: They C J: ~ P. 

1 d 11 f I 
. . .n .. L 1~. 

la a o t 1cm been gudty of an unpardonable cnme, ~ 
in putting to death her dear filler and kinfwoman, con- 1587. 

trary to her fixed purpofe and intention b, of which they 
were fufficiently apprized and acquainted. 

No fooner was her forrow fo much abated as to leave 
room for reflection, than fhe wrote a letter of apology to 
the king of Scots, and fent it by Sir Robert Cary, fon of 
lord Hunfdon. She there told him, that fue wiibed he 
knew, but not felt, the unutterable grief of mind ilie 
experienced, on account of that lamentable accident, 
which, without her knowledge, much lefs concurrence, 
had happened in England : That as her pen trembled, 
when :!he att~mpted to write it, fhe found herfelf obliged 
to commit the relation of it to the mcifcnger, her kinf
man ; who would likewife inform his majefry of every 
circumfl:ance, attending this difmal and unlocked for 
misfortune: That fhc appealed to the fupreme Judge of 
heaven and earth for her innocence; and was alfo fo 
happy, amidfl: her other afflictions, as to find, that many 
pcrfons in her court could bear witnefs to her veracity in 
this protefration : T'hat ihe abhorred hypocrify and diHi
mulation; deemed nothing more worthy of a prince tha1 
a fi.ncere and open conduct; and could never furely be 
efl:eemed fo bafe and poor- fpirited, as that, if ihe had 
really given orders for this fatal execution, fl1e could, on 
any confi.deration, be induced to deny them : 'r~at, 

though fenfible of the jufl:ice of the fentence pronounced 
againfr the unhappy prifoner, ilie determined from cle
mency never to carry it into execution; and could not 
but refcnt the temerity of thofe, who on this occafi.on had 
difappointed her intention : And that as no one loved him 
more dearly than herfelf, or bore a more anxious concern 

b Camden, p. 536, Strype, vol. iiL Append·x, p. I45• Jcbb) vol. ii, 
p. 6oS. 
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c ~L~.P. for his Mlfarc; file hoped, that he would confider everJ 

~one as his enemy, who endeavoured, on account of the 

•SSI• prcfe11t incident, to excite any animofity between them'· 

IN order the better to appeafe J ames, fue committed 

Davifon to prifon, and ordered him to be tried in the 

Star-Chamber for his mifdemeanou.r. The fecretary was 

confounded ; and being fenfible of the danger, which 

muft attend his entering into a conteft with the queen, 

· he exprdled penitence for his error, and fubmitted very 

patiently to be railed at by thofe _very counfellors, whofe 

perfuafion had induced him to incur the guilt, and who 

had promifed to countenance and protea him. He 

condemned to imprifonment during the queen's pleafu11 t 

and to pa}' a fine of ten thoufand pou ds. He rem~necl 

a long time in cuilody ; and the fine, though it reduced 

him to beggary, was rigoroufiy levied upon him. All 

the favour, which he could obtain from the queen, 

fending him finall fupplics from time to time~ to keep 

him from perifhing in nece.ffity d. He privately wrote 

apology to his friend W alfingham, which contains 

curious particulars. The Ji'rench and Scotch ambaiir

dors, he fa id, had been remonfi:rating with the que~ in. 

lHary's behalf; and immediately after their q rt:un; 

fhe commanded him, of her own accord, to. deliver her 

the warrant for the execution of that princefs. 

figned it readily, and ordered it to be fealed with 

great feal of Engl-.nd. She appeared in fnch good hu

mour on the occafion, that the faid to him in a jocular. 

manner, u Go tell all this to W alfinghams- who i 

" fack: Though I fear he will die for forrow~ when h 

'' hears of it." She added, that, though lhe had jQ. 

lW,lg .d layed the execution, left 1he 1hould fee to 

~uated by malice or cruelty, fhe w·as all along knfi.bl 

9f the neceffity of it. In . the fame converfation, fhc 

CaJnden, p 53&. S.potfwood, p. 358. cl Camden, p. 
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blamed Drury and Paulet, that they had not before eafed c H A P, 
her of this trouble; and lhe expre!fed her defire, that ~~ 
Walfingham would bring them to compliance in that 1587. 
particular. She was fo bent on this purpofe, that, fome 
time after, ihe -afked Davifon, Whetl er any letter had 
come from Paulet with regard to the fervice expected of 
him ? Davifon lhowed her Paulet's letter; in which that 
gentleman pofitively refufed to atl: any thing inconfifrcnt 
with the principles of honour and jufiice. The queen 
fell into a paffion ; and accufed Paul et, as well as Drury, 
of perjury; becaufe, having taken the oath of affociation~ 
in which they had bound themfelves to avenge her 
lf.Vrongs, they had yet refufed to lend their hand on this 
occafion. " But others," lhe faid, " will be found lefs 
" fcrupulous." Davifon adds, that nothing but the 
confent and exhortations of the whole council could have 
engaged him to fend off the warrant: He was well aware 
of his danger; and remembered, that the queen, after 
having ordered the execution of the duke of Norfolk, had 
en~eavoured, in like manner, to throw the whole blame 
and odium of that action upon lord Burlcigh e. 

ELizABETH's diffimulation was fo grofs, that it could 
deceive no body, who was not prcviou.Oy refolved to be 
blinded ; but as ] ames's concern for his mother was cer
tainly more fincere and cordial, he difcovered the higheft 
refentment, and refufed to admit Cary into his prefence. 
He recalled his ambaffadors from England ; and feemed 
to breathe nothing but war and vengeance. The States 
of Scotland, being affembled, took part in his anger; 
and profeffed, that they were ready to fpend their lives 
and fortunes in revenge of his mother's death, ana in 
defence of his title to the crown of England. Many of 
his nobility infl:igated him to take a.rms: Lord Sindair, 

e Camden, P• 538. Strype, vol. iii, p. 375, 376, MS. in 1he Advo• 
cates' Library, A. 3• ~8. p. 17. from the Cott, Lib, Ctl•g. c, 9• Biogr .• 
lhit, P• I6:t 5, t6:t7• 
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c H A P. when the courtiers appeared in deep mourning, pre-
XLli. 
~ fented himfelf to the king arrayed in complete armour, 

J587. and faid, that this was the proper mourning for the 

q ucen. The catholics took the opportunity of exhorting 

James to make an alliance with the king of Spain, to lay 
immediate claim to the crown of England, and to pre
vent the danger, which, from his mother's example, he 

might conclude, would certainly, if Elizabeth's power 
prevailed, overwhelm his perfon and his kingdom. The 
queen was fcnfible of the danger attending thefe coun

fels ; and, after allowing J ames forr..e decent interval to 

vent his grief and anger, lhe employed her emiffaries to 

pacify him, and to fct before him every motive of hope' 

or fear, which might induce him to live in peace and 

amity with her. 

~th Mmh. W ALS .. INGHAM wrote to lord Thirlfione, James's fecre
tary, a judicious letter to the fame purpofe. He faid, 
that he was much fUl·prized to hear of the violent refolu

tions taken in Scotland, and of the paffion difcovered by 

a prince of fo much judgment and temper as James: 

That a war, founded merely on the principle of revenge, 
and that too on account of an act of jufi:ice which nccef

fitt had extorted, would for ever be expofed to ccnfure, 
and could not be excufed by any principles of equity or 

reafon: That if thefc views were deemed leis momentous 
among princes, policy and interefi ought certainly to be 
attended to ; and thefe motives did frill mcrre evidently 

oppofc all thoughts of a rupture with Elizabeth, and all 

rerival of exploded claims and pretenfions to the Englifn 

throne: 'l 'hat the inequality between the two kingdoms 

deprived J amcs of any hopes of fuccefs, if he trufied 
merely to the force of his own il:atc, and had no recourfe 

to foreign powers for afiifl:ance: That the objeCI:ions, 
;:-!tien~ling tl1e introduCtion of fuccours from a more potent 

rr~oll,lrch, appeared io evident f~·om all the tranfaB:ions of 

6 hifl:ory, 
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hifiory, that they could not efcape a perfon of the King's c H. A P. 
r. cl b . Xr.!I, extcnnve know le ge; ut there were, m the prefent cafe, _./......., --~ 

fcveral peculiar circumfiances, which ought for ever to 1 587· 

deter him from having recourfe to fo dangerous an expe-
dient: That the French monarch, the ancient ally of 
Scotland, might willingly ufe the affifrance of that king-
dom againfi England ; but would be difpleafed to fee the 
union of thefe two kingdoms in the perfon of J ames ; an 
union, which would ever after exclude him from pratl:if-
ing that policy, formerJy fo uf~ful to the French, and fo 
pernicious to the Scotti!h, nation: That Henry befidcs, 
infcfred with faction and domeil:ic war, was not in a con-
dition of fupporting difiant allies; much lefs would 
he expofe himfelf to any hazard or cxpence, in order 
to aggrandize a near kinfman of the houfc of Guife, the 
mofr determined enemies of his repofe and authority: That 
the extenfive power and exorbitant ambition of the Spa-
ni1h monarch rendered him a ihll more dangerous ally to 
Scotland; and as he evidently afpired to an univerfal 
monarchy in the wefr, and had in particular advanced 
fome claims on England, as if he were dcfcended from 
the houfe of Lancafier, he was at the fame time the 
common enemy of all princes, who wiihed to mai11tain 
their independence; ~nd the immeJi~te- rival and compe-
titor of the king of Scots: That the queen, by her own 
naval power, and her alliance with the Hollanders, would 
probably interccp!: all fuccours which might be fent to 
J ames from abroad, and be enahled to decide the con-
troverfy in this ifland with the fuperior forces of her oV'm 
kingdom, oppofed to thofe of Scotland : 'T'hat if the 
king revived his mother's pretenfions to the crown of 
England, he mufi alfo embrace her religion, by which 
alone they could be jufl:ificd; and mufi thereby undergo 
the infamy of abandoning thofe principles, in which he 
h:.1.cl been firitl:ly educated, and to which he had hicherto 

Y 3 religioufly 
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C H A P. religioully adhered : That as he would, by fuch an apo
~ fracy, totally alienate all the protefiants in Scotland and 

J5&7. England, he could never gain the confidence of the 
catholics, who would frill entertain reafonable doubts of 
his fincerity: That by advancing a prcfent claim to the 
crown, he forfeited the certain profpeB: of his fucceffion; 
and revived that national animofity, which the late peace 
and alliance between the kingdoms had happily extin
guiihed : That the whole gentry and nobility of England 
had openly declared themfelves for the execution of the 
queen of Scots; and if James :£bowed fuch violent refent

ment againfi that act of j uil:ice, they would be obliged, 
for their own fecurity, to prevent for ever fo implacable 
and re\'engeful a prince from ruling over them : And 
that, however fome perfons might reprefent his honour 

as engaged to feek vengeance for the prefent affront and 

injury, the true honour of a prince confified in wifdom 

and moderation and jufiice, not in following the diCl:ates 
of blind paffion, or in purfuing revenge at the expence of 
every motive and every intereft f. Thefe confiderations, 
joined to the peaceable, unambitious temper of the young 
prince, prevailed over his refentment; and he fell gra

dually into a good correfpondence with the court of 
England. It is probable, that the queen's chief object 
in her diilimulation with regard to the execution of l\1:try, 
was, that fhe might thereby afford J ames a decent pre
tence for renewing his amity with her, on which their 
mutual interefrs fo much depended. 

vVHILE Elizabeth enfurcd tranquillity from the at
tempts of her neareft neighbour, t'he was not negligent of 
more diftant dangers. Hearing th:1t Philip, though he 
fcemed to diffcmble the dajJy infults and injuries, which 
he received from the Engliih, was fecretly preparing a 
~reat navy to attack her; fhe fent Sir Francis Drake with 

e fleet 
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R.eet to intercept his fupplies, to pillage his coaft, and C H A P. 

d 11. h" rL. . D k . d r . 1 XLH. 
to euroy IS Iwppmg. ra e carne out tour cap1ta ~ 

ihips of the quecn's, and twenty--fix, great and fmall, 1587. 

with which the London merchants, in hopes of fharing 

in the plunder, had fupplred him. Having learned from 

two Dutch fhips, which he met with in his paffage, Drake de. 

that a S paniih fleet, richly laden, was lying at Cadiz, ~:~~sa~h~a

rcady to fet fail for Li!bon, the rendezvous of the in- diz. 

tended Armada; he bent his courfe to the former harbour, 

and boldly, as well as fortunate! y, made an attack: on the 

enemy. He obliged fix gallies, which made head againft 

him, to take £helter under the forts ; he burned about a 

hundred vcfTels, laden with ammunition and naval ftores; 

and he defrroyed a great !hip of the marquefs of Santa 

Croce. Thence, he fet fail for Cape St. Vincent, and 

took by affault the caftle fituated on that promontory, 

with three other {l:rong holds. He next infulted Lifbon ; 

and finding, that the merchants, who had engaged 

entirely in expeEl:ation of profit, were difcontented at 

tbefe military cnterprizes, he fet fail for the Tercera 

Iflands, with an intention of lying in wait for a rich 

Carrack, which vns expecred in thefe parts. He was fo 

fortunate as to meet with his prize; and by this fhort 

expedition, in \Vhich the public bore fo fmall a ihare, the 

adventurers were encouraged to attempt farther enter-

prizes, the Englifh feamen learned to defpife the great 

unwieldy {hips of the enemy, the naval preparations of 

Spain were defrr.;yed, the intended expedition againfi: 

England was retarded a twelvemonth, and the queen 

thereby had leifure to take more fecure meafures againfi: 

that formidable invafion g. 

THIS· year Thomas Cavendifh., a gentleman of Devon

ire, who had diffipated a good efiatc by living at court, 

g Camdeo, p. 540. Sir William Monfon's Naval TraCts in Churchill's 

Voya~es, vol. ii1. p. 156, 

Y4 being 
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C H A P · being refolved to repair his fortune at the ex pence of the XLII. 
"--v--.J Spaniards, fitted out three fhips at Plymouth, one of a 

~587. hundred and twenty tons, another of :fixty, and a third 
of forty ; and with thefe fmall veffels he ventured into the 
South Sea, ap.d committed great depredations on the Spa
niards. He took nineteen vdfels, fome of which were 
richly laden; and returning by the Cape of Good Hope, 
he came to London, and entered the river in a kind of 
triumph. His mariners and foldiers were cloathed in 
:fill::, his fails . were of damafk, his top-fail cloth of gold ; 
and his prizes were efteemed the richefr that ever had 
been brought into England \ 

THE land entcrprizes of the Englifh were not, during 
this campaign, fo advantagequs or honourable to the 
nation. The import::mt pbce of D~venter was intrufted 
by Leicefter to \Villiam Stanlcy, with a gq.rrifon of twelve 
hundred Englifh; and this gentleman, being a catholic, 
was alarmed at the difcovery of Babington's confpiracy, 
and became apprehenfive, left every one of his religion 
ihould thenceforth be treated with difhu:fl: in England. 
He entered into a correfpondence with the Spaniards, 
betrayed the city to them for a fum of money, and en
gaged the whole garrifon to defert with him to the Spa
nifh fervice. Roland York, who commanded a fort near 
Zutphen, imitated his example; and the Hollanders, 
formerly difgufl:ed with Leicefrer, and fufpicio4s of the 
Englifh, broke out into loud complaints againfr the im
provi~ence, if not the treachery, of his adminifrration. 
Soon after, he qimfelf arrived in the Low Countries; 
but his conduCt: wa!) no-wife calculated to give them 
fatisfatl:ion, or to remove the fufpicions, which they had 
entertained againfr him. The prince of Parma having 
befieged Sluys, ~eice:fi:er atte!J1pted t9 relieve the place, 
prfr by fea, the~1 by la~d; ~ut failed in bo~h enterpri~e~. ~ 

h ~ir~h's Memoirs, vol. i. P• 51• 
: , •f 
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and as he afcribed his bad fuccefs, to the ill behaviour of C H A P. 
the Hollanders, they were equally free in refleB:ions upon~ 
his conduCt. The breach between them became wider 1587. 
every day : They flighted his authority, oppofe.d his 
meafures, and negleB:ed his counfels; while he endea-
voured, by an imperious behaviour, and by ~olence, to 
recover that influence, which he had loft by his impru-
dent and ill-concerted meafures. He was even fufpeB:ed 
by the Dutch of a defign to ufurp upon their liberties; 
and the jealoufy, entertained againft him, began to extend 
towards the queen herfelf. Th::tt princefs had made fom~ 
advances towards a peace with Spain: A congrefs had 
been opened at Bourbourg, a village near Graveline : 
And though the two courts, efpecially that of Spain, had 
no other intention than to amufe each of them its enemy 
by negociation, and mutually relax the preparations for 
defence or attack, the Dutch, who were determined, on 
no terms, to return under the Spaniili yoke, became ap
prehenfive left their liberty fhould be facrificed to the 
political interefts of England i. But the queen, who 
k!JeW the importance of her alliance with the States dur-
1ng the prefent conjunCture, was refolved to give them 
entire fatisfaB:ion by recalling Leicefter, and commanding 
him to refign his government. Maurice, fon of the late 
prince of Orange, a youth of twenty years of age, was 
elected by the States governor in his place; and Peregrine 
lord Willoughby was appointed by the queen commander 
of the Englifh forces. The meafures of thefe two gene
rals were much embarra!Ted by the malignity of Leicefier, 
who had lef~ a faction behind him, and who frill attempt
~d, by means of his emiffaries, to difiurb all the opera
tions of the States. So foon as Elizabeth received intel
~igence of thcfc diforders, fhe took care to redrefs them; 
~~d ihe obliged all the partizans ~f England to fall int~ 

· ~ ~cptivoglio, par,t ii, pb. t• Strype, vol. ~v. No 246'. 
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C H A P. unanimity with prince Maurice ~_... But thou crl her good 

XLI!. 
o 

\,..-.,.----.~ fcnfe fo fur prevailed over her partiality to Leicefter~ lhc 

1 5S7. never could be made fully fenfible of his vices and in

capacity : The fubmiffions, which he made her, re

itored him to h~r wonted favour; and lord Buckhurft, 

who had accufed him of mifcondutl: in Holland, loft her 

confidence, for forne time, and was even committed tO' 

cufiody. 
SIR Chri:ftopher Hatton was another favourite, who at 

this time, received fome marks of her partiality. 1,hough 

he had never followed the profcfiion of the L~w, he was 

made chancellor in the place of Bromley, deceafed ; but 

notwith{b.nding all th~ cxpetl:ations and perhaps wifhes of 

the lawy·ers, he behaved in a manner not unworthy of 

that high fration : His good natural capacity fupplied the 

place of experience and fi:udy; and his decifions were not 

found deficient either in point of equity or judgment. 

f.[is enemies had cc.ntributed to this promotion, in hope 

that his abfcnc~ from court, while he attended the bufi

nefs of chancery, would gradually eftrange the queen from 

him, and give them an opportunity of undermining hrm 

in her favour. 

15
ss. THESE little intrigues and cabals of the court wen: 

filenced by the account which came from all quarters, of 

the vafi preparations made by the Spaniards for the inva

fion of England, and for the entire conqueft of that 

Philip pro~ kingdom. Philip, though he had not yet declared war, 

!:~~~ho~ in· on account of the hoftilities, which Elizabeth every where 

~»iland. <:ommitted upon him, had long harboured a fecret and 

violent defirc of revenge againfr her. His ambition alfo 

and the hopes of extending his empire were much encou

raged by the prefent profperous fituation of his affair i 

by the ~onquefr of Portugal, the acquifition of the Eaft-

k Ryrr.(:r2 tom, xv. P• 66, 
Indian 
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Indian commerce and fettlements, a.nd the yearly irnporta- C H A ~. 
. f 11. .r. f A . Th . X.(.JI. twn o van: trea1ures rom menca. e powt, on ~ 

which he refl:ed his highdt glory, the perpetual objeCl: 1s88. 
of his policy, was to fupport orthodoxy and e)(terrninate 
herefy; and as the power and credit of El~1;abeth were 
the chief bulwark of the proteitants, he hoped, if he 
could fubdue that ptincefs, to acquire the eternal renown, 
of being able to re_-unite the whole chrifrian world in 
the catholic coromunion. Above all, his indignation 
againfi his revolted fubjeCts in .the Nethedands inftigated 
him to attack the Engliili, who had e.oc~urag~d that 
jnfurretl:ion, and who, by their near neighbourhood, were 
fo well enabled to fupport the Hollanders, that he could 
never hope to reduce thefe reb~Js , while he power of 
that kingdom remained entire and unbroken. 1~o fubdue 
England feemed a neceffary pr~fprative to the re- efta,
blifhment of his authority in the Netherlands ; an.d not
withfia.nding-all appearances, the former was i.o, itfelf, as 
a more important, fo a more eafy undertaki.ng than the 
latter. That kingdom lay nearer Spain than the Low 
Countries, and was more expofed to invafions from that 
quarter; after an enemy had once obt?.ined eRtral!lce, the 
difficulty feemed to be over, as it was neither fortified by 
art nor nature; a long peace had deprived it of q,ll mili ... 
tary difcipline and experience; and the catlwl~cs., in 
which it ftill apounded, would be ready, it was hoped, 
to join any invader, who fhould free them from thofe 
grievous perfecutions, under which they laboured, ancl 
fhould revenge the death of the queen of Scots, on whom 
they had fixed all their affeCtions. 1"'he fate of England 
muil be decided in one battle at fea, and arwther at 
land; and what comparifon between the Englifh and 
Spaniards, either in point of naval force, or in the 
numbers, reputation, and veteran bravery of their armies? 
Defi.des the ac'iuifition of fo gr{'at a kingdom, fuccef$ 

~crainij: 
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C H A P. againft England enfurcd the immediate fubjeCl:ion of the 

~ Hollanders, who, attacked on every harrd, and deprived 

JSil. of all fupport, mufr yield their :lhtbborn necks to that 

yoke, which they had fo long refifred. Happily this 

conqueft, as it was of the utmofr importance to the gran

deur of Spain, would not at prefent be oppofed by the 

jealoufy of other powers, naturally fo much intcrefi:ed to 

prevent the fuccefs of that enterprize. A truce was 

lately concluded with the Turks ; the empire was in the 

hands of a friend and near ally; and France, the perpe

tual rival of Spain, was fo torn with intefiine commo

tions, that fhe had no leifure to pay attention to her fo

reign interefrs. This favourable opport~.m "ty, therefore, 

which might never again prefent itfelt~ mut1: be feized; 

and one bold effort made for acquiring that afcendant in 

Europe, to which the prefent greatnefs and profperity of 

the Spaniards fecmed fo fully to entitle them !, ~ 

THESE hopes and motives engaged Phir-ip, notwith

ftanding his cautious temper, to undertake this hazard

ous enterprize ; and though the prince, now created by 

the pope, duke of Parma, when confulted, oppofed the 

attempt, at leaft reprefentcd the 9eceffity of previoufly 

getting poffe:ffion of fome fea-port town in the Nether

l~nds, which might afford a retreat to the SpanHh navy m, 
it was determined by the catholic monarch to proceed 

immediately to the execution of his ambitious projeCt. 

During fome time he had been fecretly making prepara

tions; but as foon as the refolution was fully taken, 

every part of his vafl: empire rcfounded with the noife of 

armaments, and all his minifters, generals, and admirals, 

were employed in forwarding the defign. The marquefs of 

Santa Croce, a [ea-officer of great reputation and experience, 

I Camde:1. Strype, vol, iii. p. sa. 
lib. 4· 

m Beati voglio, part z, 
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was dcfi:ined to command the fleet; and by his counfels c H A P. 

were the naval equipments conquCted. In all the ports~ 
of Sicily, Naples, Spain, and Portugal, artizans were 1588: 

• The Invm-
employed m building veffels of uncommon fize and force; cible Ar-

naval fl:ores were bought at a great expence ; provifions mada. 

amaffed ; armies levied and quartered in the maritime 
towns of Spain; and plans laid for fitting out fuch a fleet 
and embarkation as had never before had its equal in 
Europe. 'rhe military preparations in Flanders were no 

. lefs formidable. 'rroops from all quarters were every 
moment affembling, to reinforce the duke of Parma. 
Capizuchi and Spinelli, conducted forces from Italy: 
The marquefs of Borgaut, a prince of the houfe of 
Aufrria, levied troops in Germany : !'he \Valloon and 
Burgundian regiments were completed or augmented : 
The Spanifh infantry was fupplied with r;cru~ts; and 
an army of thirty-four thoufand men was affembled in 
the Netherlands; and kept in readinefs to be tranfported 
into England. The duke of Parma employed all the 
carpenters whom he could procure, either in Flanders or 
in Lower Germany, and the coafl:s of the Baltic; and 
he built ~t Dunkirk, and Newport, but efpecially at 
Antwerp, a great number of · boats and flat bottomed 
veffcls, for the tranfporting of his infantry and cavalry. 
The' moH: renowned nobility and princes of Italy and 
Spain were ambitious of fharing in the honour of this 
great enterprize. Don Amadreus of Savoy, Don .John 
of Medicis, Vefpafian Gonzaga, duke of Sabionetta, 
and the duke of Pafrrana, hafl:ened to join the army 
under the duke of Parma. About two thoufand volun
teers in Spain, many of them men of family, had enlifl:ed 
in the fcrvice. No doubt was entertained, but fuch vafr 
preparations, conduCted by officers of fuch confummate 
!kill, mufi: finally be fucccfsful. And the Spaniards, 
<lficntatious of their power, ~nd elevated vrith vain 

hopes, 
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C H A P. hopes, had already denominated their navy the lnvinci'ble 
XLII; 

\o..-v-..J Armada. 
15&~. NEws of thefe extraordinary preparations foort reached 

the court of London ; and notwithfianding the fecrecy 

of the Spani:fu council, and their pretending to employ 

this force in the Indies, it was eafily concluded, that 

~reparationsthey meant to make fome effort againft England. The 
10 Enrrland. d c r. h · r.. d fi d" h .11.. 

l:> queen ha torcteen t e mvatwn ; an n ltlg t at me 
muft now contend for het crown with the whole force 

of Spain, fhe made preparations for refifrance; nor . was 

ilie terrified with that power, by which, all Europe ap

prehended, fue mufr of neceffity be overwhelmed. Her 

force indeed feemed very unequal to refifr fo potent an 

enemy. All the failors in England -amounted at that 

time to about fourteen thoufand men n. The fize of the 

Engli!h t:hipping was,. in general, fo fi all, that, except 

a few of the queen's !hips of war, there were not fpur 

vefiels belonging to the merchants which exceeded four 

hundred tons 0 • The royal navy confifred only of twenty

eight fail P, many of which were of fmall fize; none of 

them exceeded the bulk of our largefr frigates, and mofr 

of them defervcd rather the name of pinnaces than of 

fhips. Th€ only advantage of the Englifh fleet confifred 

in the dexterity and courage of ~he feamen, who, being 

accufromed to f.'lil in tempefl:uous feas, and expofe them

felves to all dangers, as much exceeded in this particu

lar the Spani£h mariners, as their veffels were inferior in 

fize and force to thofe of that nation q. All the com

mercial towns of England were required to furnifu £hips 

for re-inforcing this fmall navy; and they difcovered, 

on the prefent occafion, great alacrity in defending their 

liberty and religion againfr thofe imminent perils, with 

which they were menaced. 'I'he citizens of London, in 

n Monfon, p. 2. 56• 
'l lbid, p. 3u. 

o Ibid. p. 1.63. P lbid, P• '57' 
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n1cr to lhew their zeal in the common ·caufe, infic d c H A P. 

of fifteen veffels, which they were commanded to equip,~ 
voluntarily fitted out double the number r. The gentry ;rs.U4 

and nobility hired, and armed, and manned, forty-th.ree 
iliips at their own charge s ; and all the loans of money, 
which the queen demanded, were frankly granted by th<; 
perfons applied to. Lord Howard of Effingham, a man 
of courage and capacity, was admiral, and took on him 
the command of the navy: Drake, Hawkins, ~nd Fro-
hillier, the moll: renowned feamen in Europe, ferved 
under him. The principal fleet was fia.tioned at Ply-
mouth. A fmaller fquadron, confifring of forty vdfels~ 
Engliili. and Flemiih, was commanded by lord Seymour, 
fecond fon of protector Somerfet; and lay off Dun-
kirk, in order to intercept the duke of Parma. 

THE land forces of England, compared to thofe of 
Spain, poffeifed contrary qualities to its naval power: 
'I'hcy were more numerous than the enemy, but much 
inferior in difcipline, reputation, and experience. An 
army of twenty thoufand men was difpofed in different 
bodies along the fouth coa:fl: ; and orders were given 
them, if they could not hinder the Spaniards from land
ing, to retire backwards, to wafte the country around, 
and to wait for reinforcement from the neighbouring 
counties., before they approached the enemy. A body of 
twenty-two thoufand foot, and a thoufand horfe, under 
the command of the earl of Leicefl:er, was fiationcd at 
Tilbury, in order to defend the capital. The principal 
army conG.fied of thirty-four thoufand foot, and two 
thoufand horfe, and was commanded by lord Hunfdon, 
'Thefe forces were referved for guarding the q ueen's per
fon ; and were appointed to march whitherfoever the ene
my ihould appear.. The fate of England, if all the 
Spanilh armies iliould be able to land, {eemed to depend 

$ Livei of the Admirals, vol. i. p. 4 51. 
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c H A P. on the iirue of a fingle battle ; and men of reflecr1on 
XLII. . . 1 r. h h 
~ entertamed the mofr d1fma apprchennons, w icn t ey 

JSS3. confidered the force of fifty thoufand veteran Spaniards, 

commanded by experienced officers, under the duke of 

Panna, the mofr confummate general of the age; and 

compared this formidable armament with the military 

power, which England, not enervated by peace, but 

long difufed · to war, could mufl:er up againi1: it. 

THE chief fupport of the kingdom fecmed to confifr 

'in the vigour and prudence of the queen's conduct; who, 

undifmayed by the prefent dangers, iffued all her orders 

with tranquillity, animated her people to a fi:eady refifr

ance, and employed every refource, which either her 

domefl:ic fituation or her foreign alliances could afford 

her. She fent Sir Robert Sydney into Scotland; and ex

horted the king to remain attached to her, and to confi9er 

the danger, which at prefent menaced his fovereignty no 

lefs than her own, from the ambition of the S'panilh 

. tyrant t : The ambaffador found J ames well difpofed to 

cultivate a union with England, and that prince even 

kept himfclf prepared to march with the force of his 

whole kingdom to the affifl:ance of Elizabeth. Her au

thority with the king of Denmark, and the tic of their 

common religion, engageJ this monarch, upon her ap

plication, to feize a fquadron of ihips, which Philip had 

bought or hired in the Danilh harbours u : The Hanfe 

Towns, though not at that time on good terms with 

Elizabeth, were induced, by the fame motives, to retard 

(o long the equipment of fome vdfcls in their ports, 

that they became ufelefs to the purpofe of invading Eng

land. All the proteftants throughout Europe regarded 

this enterprize as the critical event, which w2.s to decide 

t She made him fome promifes which fhe never fulfilled, to give him a 

dukedom in England, with fuitable lands and revenue, to fettle soco I. a

year on him, and pay him a guard, for the fafety of his pcrfon, From a l\-1S. 

of lord Ro~fton • s, '~~ Strype, vol. iii, p. 5 2.4. · 

for 
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for ever the fate of their religion; and though unable, c 'H A P. 
b r f h . l" rl • • ] • r f XLII, y reaton o t e1r c 111ance, to JOin t 1e1r JOrce to that o ...,,.:v...-.....J 
Elizabeth, they kept their eyes fixed on her ccn:iuCl: and ljSS, • 
fortune, and beheld with anxiety, mixed with admira-
tion, the intrepid countenance, with which :fue encoun-
tered that dreadful tcmpefr, which was every momen't 
approaching towards her. 

THE queen alfo was fenfible, that, next to the gem~
ral popularity, which :lhe enjoyed, and the confidence, 
which her fubjetl:s repofed in her prudent government,. 
the finnefr fupport of her throne confifl:ed in the general 
zeal of the people for the protefl:ant religion, and the 
fl:rong prejudices which they had imbibed againfr popery. 
$he took care, on the p•cfent occafion, to revive in the 
nation this attachment to their own feEl:, and this abhor
rence of the oppofite. The Engli!h wer~ reminded of 
their former danger from the tyranny of Spain : All the 
barbarities, exercifed by l\1ary againfi: the protefi:ants, 
were afcribed to the counfels of that bigotted and impe
rious nation: The bloody maffacres in the Indies, the 
unrelenting executions in the Bow Countries, the hor
rid cruelties and iniquities of the inquifition, were fct 
before men's eyes: A lift and defcription was publifhed, 
and pictures difperfed, of the feveral infl:ruments of tor
ture, with which, it was pretended, the Spanifh Armada 
was loaded : And every artifice, as weH as reafon, was 
employed, to. animate the people to a vigorous defen~ 
of their religion, their laws, and their liberties. 

BuT while the queen, in this critical emergence, 
rouzed the animoil.ty of the nation ag:1~nfi: popery, fhe 
treated the partiz:lns of that feet with moderation, and 
gave not way to an undifiingui!hing fury againfi them. 
'fhough :lhe knew, that Sixtus Qyintus, the prefent 
pope, famous for his capacity and his tyr~nny, had ful
minated a new bull of excommunication againrt her, 

VoL. V, Z had 
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C H A. P. had depofed her from the throne, had abfolved her fub..:. 

XLH. • 
. 'fh d 

~ 3etb from their oath:; of allegtance, had pubh e a 

1 S~H. crufade againil England, and had granted plenary indul

gences to every one engaged in the prefent invafion ; fhe 

would not believe, that all her catholic fubjetts could 

be fo blinded, as to facrifice to bigotry their duty to their 

fovereign, and the liberty and independency of their 

native country. She rejeCl:ed all violent counfels, by 

which fhe vns urged to feek pretences for difpatching the 

leaders of that party : She would not even confine any 

confiderable number of them : And the catholics, fenfible 

of this good uG1ge, generally expreffed great zeal for the 

public fervice. Some gentlemen of that feet, confcious 

that they could not jufl:ly expect any truil or authority, 

entered themfelves as volunteers in the fleet or army w: 

Some equipped ibips at their own charge, and gave the 

command of them to protdlants: Others were active in 

animating their tenants, and vaffals, and neighbours, to 

the defence of their country : And every rank of men, 

burying for the prefent all party diftinctions, feemed to 

prepare thcmfelves, with order as well as vigour, to refift 

the violence of thefe invaders. 

THE more to excite the martial fpirit of the nation, 

the queen appeared on ~orfeback in the camp at Tilbury; 

and riding through the lines, difcovercd a chearful and 

animated countenance, exhorted the foldiers to remember 

their duty to their country and their religion, and pro

feUed her intention, though a wom:ui, to lead them her

felf into the fi::1d a6:1infr the enemy, and rather to periili 

in battle than furvive the ruin and fbvery of her people "• 

By this fpirited behaviour l11e revived the tenderneis and 

aomiration of the foldiery : An attachment to her perfon 

becam~ a kind of enthufiafm among them: And they 

afked one another, \Vhethcr it were pofiible that Eno--
' 0 

w Stowc, F• 747• x See note [BD] at the end of the volume. 
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lifhmen could abandon this glorious caufe, could difplay c ~ A P. 
Iefs courage than appeared in the female fex, or could ~ 
€Ver, by any dangers, be induced to relinquifh the de- :s88. 
fence of their heroic princefs ? 

THE Spanifh Armada was ready in the beginning of 
May; but the moment it was preparing to fail, the mar-
quefs of Santa Croce, the admiral, was feized with a 
violent fever, of which he foon after died. The vice-· 
admiral, the duke of Paliano, by a firange concurrence 
of accidents, at the very fame time, fuffcred the fame 
!ate; and the king appointed for admiral the duke of 
l\A:edina Sidonia, a nobleman of great family, but unexpe-
rienced in action, and entirely unacquaintcd with fea 
affairs. Alcarede was appointed vice-admiral. This 
misfortune, be:lides the lofs of fo great an officer as Santa 
Croce, retarded the failing of the Armada, and g:l.Ve the 
Englifh more time for their preparations to oppofe them. 
At lafi:, the fleet, full of hopes and alacrity, fet fail from 
Lifbon; but next day met with a violent tempdt, which 29th May. 
{cattered the {hips, funk feme of the fmallcfi, and f0rced 
the refl: to take fhelter in the Groine, where they waited 
till they could be refitted. \Vhen news of this event 
was carried to England, the queen concluded, that the 
dcfign of an invafion was difappoint::d for this fummer; 
and being always ready to lay hold on every pretence for 
faving money, fhe made Walfingham write to the ad-
miral, directing him to lay up fome of the latger lhips; 
and to diCcharge the feamen: But lord Effingham, who was 
not fo fanguine in his hopes, ufcd the freedom to difobey 
thefe orders ; and he begge:--1 leave to retain all the £hips 
jn fervice; though it fr.ould be at his own expence Y, 

He took advantage of a north -vvin~, 2.nd failed towards 
the coafl: of Spain, with an intention of attacking the 
enemy in their harbours ; but the wind changing to the 

Y Camden, p. 54)• 
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C H A P, fouth, he became apprehenfive, left they might have fet 

XLI£. 
....., 

'--v--.J fail, and by paffing him at fea, invade England, now ex-

1588· pofed by the abfence of the fleet. He returned, there

fore, \vith the utmofr expedition to Plymouth, and lay 

at anchor in that harbour. 

MEANWHILE, all the damages of the Armada were 

repaired; and the Spaniards with frc!h hopes fet out 

again to fea, in profecution of their enterprize. The 

fleet confifl:ed of a hundred and thirty veffels, of which 

near a hundred were galleons, and were of greater fize 

than any ever before ~fed in Europe. It carried on board 

nineteen thoufand two hundred and ninety-five foldiers, 

eight thoufand four hundred and fifty-fix mariners, two 

thoufand and eighty-eight galley-flaves, and two thou

fand fix hundred and thirty great pieces of brafs ord

nance. It was victualled for fix months; and was 

attended with twenty leffer ihips, called caravals, and ten 

falves with fix oars apiece a. 

THE plan formed by the king of Spain was, that the 

Armada fhould fail to the coafl: oppofite to Dunkirk and 

Newport; and having chafed away all Engliih or Flemiih 

veffels, which might obfrruB: the paffage, (for it was 

never fuppofed they could make oppofition) ihould join 

themfelves with the duke of Parma, ihould thence make 

fail to the Thames, and having landed the whole Spa

niih army, thus complete at one blow th~ entire conqueft 

of England. In profecution of this fcheme, Philip gave 

orders to the duke of Medina, that, in paffing along the 

channel, he ihould fail as near the coafl: of France as he 

could with fafety; that he ihould by this policy avoid 

meeting with the Engliili fleet ; and keeping in view 

the main cnterprize, fhould neo-leB: all fmaller fucceffes 
b 

' 

which might prove an obfiacle, or even interpofe a delay, 

to the acq uifition of a kingdom b. After the Armada 

a Strype, vol, iii, Append, p. :z.:z.x, b Monfon, p. 157• 

was 
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was under fail, they took a filherman, who informed c H A P. 

them, that the Eng1iili admiral haJ been lately at fea, _:::~........, 
had heard of the tcmpeft which fcattered the Armada, rsss, 

had retired back into Plymouth, and no longer expecting 

an invafion this feafon, had laid up his fhips, and dif

charged moll: of the icamen. From this faHe intelli-

gence the duke of Medina conceived the great facility of 

attacking and defrroying the Englifh fhips in harbour,; 

and he was tempted, by the profpect of fo decifive an 

advantage, to break his orders, .and make fail directly for 

Plymouth: A refolution which proved the fafety of Eng-

land. The Lizard was the firfr land made by the Ar- 19th July. 

mada, about fun-fet; and as the Spani::m.ls took it for the The Arma-

R h cl P1 h h b r. · h d.1 ~rrives in 
am- ea near .1ymout , t ey ore out to 1ea, Wit an tn lhan-

intention of returning next day, and attacking the Eng- nel. 

lifh navy. They' were defcrie_d by Fleming a Scotti{h 

pirate, who was roving in thefe feas, and who immedi-

ately fet fail, to inform the Engliili admiral of their 

.approach c : Another fortunate event, which contributed 

extremely to the fafety of the fleet. Effingham had jufr 

time to get out of port, when he faw the Spanifu 

Armada coming full fail towards him, difpofed in the 

form of a crefcent, and frretching the cliftance of feven 

miles from the extremity of one divifion to that of the 

other. 

THE writers of that age raife their fiile by a pompous 

defcription of this fpectacle; the mofr magnificent that 

had ever appeared upon the ocean, infufing equal terror 

and admiration into the minds of all beholders. The 

lofty mafl:s, the f welling fails, and the towering prows of 

the Spanilh galleons, feem impoffible to be jufrly painted, 

otherwife than by afiuming the colours of poetry; and an 

eloquent hifrorian of Italy, in imitation of Camdcn, has 

a!ferted, that the Armada, though the ihips bore every 

' Monfon, P• 158. 

z 3 fail; 
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C H A P. fail, yet advanced with a flow motion ; as if the ocea" 

X ~groaned with fupporting, and the winds were tired with 

•;,SS. impelling, fo enormous a weight 0 • T.1e truth, how

ever, i , tbJ.t the largefi of the Spani{h vcffel'l would 

fcarcely pafs for third rates in the pref~..:nt navy of. Eng

~and ; yet were they fo ill framed, or b ill governed, 

that they were quite unwieldy, and cou·d not fail upo11 

a wind, nor tack on occaiio:1, nor be managed in 

flormy weather by the feamcn. Neither the mechanics 

of fnip-building, nor the experience of mariners, had 

attained fo great porfeB:ion as could ferve for the fecurity 

and government of fuch bulky v.:iTels ; and the Englifh~ 

who had al.r~ady had experience how unferviceable they 

commonly were, beheld without difmay their tremendous 

ap ,)carance. 

EFFINGHAM gave orders, not to come to clofe fight 

\'ith the Spaniards; where the.fize of tre £hips, he fuf

pcB:cd, and the numbers of the foiJiers, would be " 

d'f:J.dvantage to the En~11ih; but to carmonade them at 

a difiance, and to wait the opport1,1.nity, which winds, 

currents, or various accidents muit afford him, of inter

<! pting fomc fcattered v~~els of the enemy. Nor was it 

o •g befQre the evcat anfwered expectation. A great 

ihip of ifcay, on board o · which \V<lS a confiderable 

pat t of th Spanifh money, too.· fire t·y accident; and 

· hil all hands were employed in extinguifhing the 

fL m 5, fhe f>ll behind the r ft of the Armada: The 

reat aalleon f And4luzi '·as deta:ned by the fpring

tng of her m, fi : And oth thefc , eJfel ~ were taken, 

aft r fo e fifi:~nce, by Sir Francis Drake. As the 

Armzd. ad ance'-! u) t.1e channel the Enalifu hun(J' upon 
' .:::: b 

1ts r ar, a d frill i .fe£l-cd it with !kirmiihes. Each trial 

fl,b. ~ d the con .. denc-.. of the ... oa<iar s and added cou-. ' 
aQ-e to the En~lii 1; and tne latt r [oon found, that 

~ nti nlio, p rt ii, lib. , 

eve 
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,even in clofe figit the ftze of the SpanHh fuips was noC eA P. 
. nn 

advantage to then. The1r bulk expofed them the more ~ 

to the ire of the enemy ; while their cannon~ placed too 1 sss. 

high, .{bot dver the heads of the EnglHh. The alarm 

~ng now reached the coaft of England, the nobility 

and gentry haflened out with their vefi"els from every har-

bour, and reinforced the admiral. The earls of OXford~ 

Northumberland. and Cumberland, Sir Thomas tec•l, 

Sir Robert Cecil, Sir Waiter Raleigh, Sir Thomas Va-

vafor, Sir Thomas Gerrard, Sir Charles Blount, wtth 

many others, diR:inguilhed themfelves by this generous 

and difinterefi:ed fervice of their country. The EngUnl 

Jleet, after the co:1j unction of thefe fuips, a~ountea to an 

hundred and forty fail. 

THE Armada had now reached Calais, and caft an

chor before that place; in expeCbtion, tb'\t the duke 

of Parma, who had got intelligence of their apptoach, 

would put to fea, and Join his forces to them. Th,: 

Engliih admiral practifed here a fuccefsful Ihatagem up

on the Spaniards. He took eight of his fmaller fhips.,. 

and filling them with all combufl:ible materials, fent 

them, one after another, into the midft of the enemy. 

The Spaniards fancied, that they were firefhips of the 

fame contrivance with a famous· veffel, which had lately 

done fo much txecution in the Scheide near Antwerp ; 

and they immed'ately cut their cables, and took to flight 

with the greatei diforder and precipitation. The .Eng

lHh fell upon them next morning, while in confufion ; 

and befides doin~ great damage to other !hips, tpey took 

or deilroyed abo1t twelve of the enemy. 

Y this time, it was bec.Qme apparent, that the lnttn

tion for which tbefe preparations were mad_t by the 

Spaniards, was entirely fruftrated. The eilels,. pro,

vide4 by the du'e of Panna, were ~de for ttani~ng 

foldiers, not foJ fighting ; and that gentraf, Wlien ur 

z. 
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C H A P. to leave the harbour, pofitively refufed to expofe Ius 
XLII. 

V ~ flouri!hing army to fuch apparent hazard; while tlie 

J 588. Engliili, not only were able to keep the fea, but feemed 

even to triumph over their enemy. The Spanifh admiral 

found, in many rencounters, that, while he loft fo con
:fiderable a part of his own navy, he had defhoyed only 

one fmall vefrel of the Englifh ; and he forefaw, that, 

by continuing fo unequal a combat, he muft draw ine
vitable defhuB:ion on all the remainder. He prepared 

therefore to return homewards ; but as the winds were 
contrary to his pa{fage through the channel, he refolved 

to fail northwards, and making the tour of the ifland 

re:1ch the Spanifh harbours by the ocean. The Englifu 

fleet followed him during fome time; and had not their 
ammunition fallen ihort, by the negligence of the offices 

in fupplying them, they had obliged the whole Ar
mada to furrender at difcretion. The duke of Med;na 

had once taken that refolution; but was diverted from 

it by the advice of his confeffor. This conclufion of 

the enterpriz~ would have been more glorious to the 

Engliih; but the event proved equally fatal to the Span-

Defeated, iards. A violent tempeft overtook the Armada after it 
pafred the Orkneys: The fhips had already loft their an
chors, and were obliged to keep to fea: The mariners, 
unaccuftomed to fuch hardfhips, and not able to govern 

fuch unwieldy veiTels, yielded to the fury of the fi:orm, and 

allowed their fu:ps to drive either on the wefrern ifles of 

Scotland, or on the coafi of Ireland, where they were 

miferably wrecked. Not a half of the navy returned to 

Spain; and the feamen, as well as foldiers, who remain
ed, were fo overcome with hard.fhips and fatigue, and fo 

eifpirited by their difcomfiture, that they filled all Spain 
with accounts of the d fperate valour of the Engliili, 

~nd of the tempefruous violence of that ocean which 
f urrounds them, 

Sucu: 
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SucH was the miferable and difhonourable conclu:lion C H A P. 

of an enterprize, which had been preparing for three ~~~ 
years, which had exhaufied the revenue and force of 15&S. · 

Spain, and which had long filled all Europe with anxiety 

or expectation. Philip, who was a ilave to his ambition, 

but had an entire command over his countenance, no 

fooner heard of the mortifying event, which blafied all 

his hopes, than he fell on his knees, and rendering thanks 

for that gracious difpenfation of Providence, exprefTed his 

joy, that the calamity was not greater. The Spanifh. 

priefi:s, who had fo often bleB: this holy crufade, and fore-

told its infallible fuccefs, were fomewhat at a lofs to 

account for the viCtory gained over the catholic monarch 

by excommunicated heretics and an execrable ufurper: 

But they at lafi: difcovered, that all the calamities of the 

Spaniards had proceeded from their allowing the infidel 

Moors to live among them e, 

SooN after the defeat and difperfion of the Spaniih Ar- 1589
• 

mada, the queen fummoned a ·new parliament; and receiv- 4 th l:eb. 

ed from them a fupply of two fubfidies and four fifteenths 

payable in four years. This is the firft inftance that fub-

fidies were doubled in one fupply; and fo unufual a 

conceffion was probably obtained from the joy of the pre-

fent fuccefs, and from the general ferde of the queen's 

neceffities. me members objeeted to this heavy charge, 

on account of the great burthen of loans, which had 

lately been impofed upon them f, 

ELIZABETH forefaw, that this hnufe of commons, like A parlia· 

all the foregoing, would be governed by the puritans; ment. 

and therefore, to obviate their enterprizes, fhe renewed, 

at the beginning of the fcflion, her uf~al injunction, that 

~he parliament iliould not, on any account, prefume to 

e See note (CC] at the end of the volume. 

the end of the volume. 

6 

f See note [DD] at 

treat 
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c H A P. treat of matters ecclefiafrical. Notwith:fbnding this 

~ ihiB: i1 hibition, the zeal of one Damport moved him to 

x.s8g. prefent a bill to the commons for remedying the griev

ances, and refl:raining the tyranny of the ecclefiafl:ical 

commiffion, which were certainly great: But when Mr. 

fecretary Woley reminded the houfe of her majefl:y's corn,.. 

mands, no one durfl: fecond the motion ; the bill was 

not fo much as read ; and the fpeaker returned it to 

Damport, without taking the leafl: notice of it g. Some 

members of the houfe, notwithfranding the general fub

-miffion, were even committed to cufl:ody on account of 

this attempt n. 

THE imperious conduCl: of Elizabeth appeared fl:iH 

mere clearly in another parliamentary tranfaCl:ion. The 

right of purveyance was an ancient prerogative,. by 

which the office.J;S of the crown could at pleafure take 

provifions for the houfehold from all the neighbouring 

counties, and could make ufe of the carts and carriages 

of the farmers ; and the price of thefe commodities and 

fervices was fixed and fl:ated. The payment of the mo

ney was often difl:ant and uncertain; and the rates were 

always much inferior to the ufual market price; fo that 

purveyance, befides the flavery of it, was always. regard

ed as a great burthen, and being arbitn.ry and cafual, 

was liable to great abufes. \Ve may fairly prefume, that 

the hungry courtiers of Elizabeth, fupported by her 

unlimited power, would be fure to render this preroga

tive very oppreffive to the people; and the commons had, 

lafr feHion, found it neceff.1ry to pafs a bill for regu

lating thcfe exaB:ions: But the bill was loft in the houie 

of peers i. The continuance of the abufes begat a new 

attempt .for redrefs ; and the fame bill was now revived, 

and fent up again to the houfe of peers, together with a 

!! D'Ewes, p, 438. 

vol. i. p. soo. 
, h Stry?e's Life of Whit~ift, p. 28o. ~eal 

i D'E"ties, p 434• 

biB 
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c H A P. feems even to have been more imperious, in this particular, 
XLII. 

"-'-~. than her predeceffors ; at leafr:~ her more remote ones : 

I5S9. For they often permitted the abufes of purveyance n to be 

redreffed by law o. Edward III. a very arbitrary prince, 

allowed ten feveral fratutes to be enatl:ed for that purpofe. 

IN fo great awe did the commons ftand of every cour

tier, as well as of the crown, that they durfl: ufe no free.

dom of fpeech, which, they thought, would give the 

leafr offence to any of them. Sir Edward Hobby ihewed 

in the houfe his extreme grief, that, by fome great per

fonage, not a member of the houfe, he had been fuarply 

rebuked for fpeechcs delivered in parliament: He craved 

the favour of the houfe, and defired that fome of the 

members might inform that great perfonage of his true 

meaning and intention in thefe fpeeches P. The com

mons, to obviate thefe inconveniencies, paffed a vote, 

that no one fuould reveal the fecrets of the houfe q, 

THE difcomfiture of the Armada had begot in the 

nation a kind of enthufiafl:ic paffion for enterp:izes a;ainfl: 

Spain; and nothing feemed now impoffible to be atchiev

ed by the valour and fortune of the Englifu. Don An

tonio, prior of Crato, a natural fon of the royal family 

of ,Portugal, trufl:ing to the averfion of his countrymen 

againft the Cafl:ilians, had advanced a claim to the 

crown; and flying firft to France, thence to England, 

had been encouraged both by Henry and Elizabeth in his 

'Ex~edition pretenfions. A defign \Vas formed by the people, not 
agamft Por- E . 
tugal, the court, of ngland to conquer the kmgdom for Don 

Antonio: Sir Francis Drake and Sir John Norris were 

the leaders in this romantic enterprize : N car twenty 

n See note [EE] at the end of the \'Olume. o See the ftatutes under 

this head of purveyance, P D'Ewee, p. 4j~, 433· 

• q An ?.Cl was pa!fed this fduon, enforcing the former ftatute, which im

pofed twenty pounds a month on every one abfent from public worlhip: But 

the penalty was reftricted to t o-thirds ~f the income of the recufant, 

29 Hz. cap. 6, 
thoufand 



ELIZABETH. 349 

thoufand volunteers r enlifred themfelves in the fervice : C H A P. 
XLII. 

And :lhips were hired, as well as arms provided, at the ...__...._,--.J 

charge of the adventurers. The queen's frugality kept 1589. ~ 

her from contributing more than fixty thoufand pounds 

to the expence ; and fhc only allowed fix of her fhips of 

war to attend the expedition s. There was more fpirit 

and bravery, than forefight or prudence, in the conduCt: 

of this enterprize. The fmall frock of the adventurers 

did not enable them to buy either provifions or ammuni-

tion fufficient for fuch an undertaking: They even want-

ed veffels to fl:ow the numerous volunteers, who crowded 

to them ; and they were obliged to feize by force fome 

:!hips of the Hanfe Towns, which they met with at fea: 

An expedient, which fet them fomewhat more at eafe in 

point of room for their men, but remedied not the defi

ciency of their provifions t. Had they failed diretl:l y to 

Portugal, it is believed, that the good will of the people, 

joined to the defencelefs fl:ate of the country, might have 

enfured them of fuccefs : But hearing, that great prepa

rations were making at the Groine, for the inva!ion of 

England, they were induced to go thither, and deftroy 

this new armament of Spain. They broke into the har

bour; burned fome 1hips of war, particularly one com

manded by Recalde, vice-admiral of Spain; they defeated 

an army of four or five thoufand men, which was af

fembled to oppofe them; they affaultcd the Groine, and 

took the lower town, which they pillaged ; and they 

would have taken the higher, though well fortified, had 

they not found their ammunition and provifions begin

ning to fail them. The young earl of Efiex, a noble

man of promifing hopes, who, fired with the thirH: of 

r Birch's Memoirs of ~een Elizabeth, vol. i. p. 6t. Monl';m, p . 26;, 

fays, that there were only fourteen thoufand ft:l:liers and fc nr thau fmd (ea

men in the whole on this expedition: But the accou nt contained in D1. 

Birch, is given by one of the mort confi Jerablc of the adven :ure: s, 

~> Monfon, p. 1.67. . t Ibid. p. I 5,. 
mil i~ry 
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C H A P. military honour, had fecretly, unknown to t~e queen; 
XI.JI. . 

'---v---J frolen from England, here joined the adventurers ; and 

J5S9. it was thc.1 agreed by common confent to make fail for 

Portugal, the main object of their enterprize. 

THE Engliih landed at Paniche, a fea-port town, 

twelve leagues from Lifbon; and N orris led the army to 

that capita], while Drake undertook to fail up the river, 

and attack the city with united forces. By this time the 

court of Spain had got leifure to prepare againfi the inva ... 

fion of the Engliih. Forces were thrown into Li!bon : 

The Portuguefe were difarmed: All fufpetl:~d perfons 

were taken into cufiody: f ... nd thus, though the inhabit

ants bore ~reat affection to Don Antonio, none of them 

durfl: declare in favour of the invaders. The Englifh 

army, however, made themfelvcs mafiers of the fuburbs, 

which abounded with riches of all kinds ; but as they 

defired to conciliate the affections of the Portugucfe, 

and were more intent on honour than profit, they ob

fervcd a firicr difcipline, and abfiained from all plunder. 

1\tleariwhile, they found their ammunition and provifions 

much exh:mfied ; they had not a fingle cannon to make 

a breach in the walls ; the admiral had not been able to 

pafs fome fortreffes, which guarded the river; there was 

no appearance of an infurreCtion in their favour; fick· 

nefs, from fatigue, hunger, and intemperance in wine 

and fruits, had feizcd the army: So that it was found 

requifite to make all poffible hafie to reimbark. They 

were not purfued by the enemy; and finding, at the 

mouth of the river, fixty ihips laden with naval fiores, 

they feized them as lawful prize; though they belonged 

to the H<Jnfe Towns, a neutral power. They failed 

thence to Vigo, which they took and burned; and hav

ing ravaged the country around, they fet fail and arrived 

in England. Above half of thefe gallant adventurers 

perifhcd by ficknefs, famine, fatigue, and the fw~rd u; 

u B:rch's Memoirs, vol. i. p.' 61. 

and 
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~nd England reaped much more honour than trofit from c H A P. 

h. d" . I . d h XLII. 
t IS extraor mary enterpnze. t 1s compute , : at eleven ~ 

hundred gentlemen embarked on board this fleet, and that 1589. 

only three hundred and fifty furvived thofe multiplied 

di.faflers x. 

WHEN thefe lhips were on their voyage lomewards, 

they met with the earl of Cumberland, who was out-

·ward bound, with a fleet of feven fail, all (quipped a.t 

his own charge, except one fhip of war, which the ql.l€cn 

had lent him. That nobleman fupplied Sir Francis 

Drake with fome provifions; a generofity, ~·hich faved 

the lives of many of Drake's men, but for which the 

others afterwards fuffcred feverely. Cumbe1land failed 

towards the Terceras, and took feveral prizes from the 

enemy; but the richefr, valued at a hundrel thoufand 

pounds, periilied in her return, with all her cargo, near 

St. Michael's Mount in Cornwal. Many of thefe ad

venturers were killed in a rafu attempt at the Terceras: 

A great mortality feized the reil:: And it wa~ with diffi

culty that the few hands, which remained, were able to 

fi:eer the !hips home into harbour Y. 

THoUGH the fignal advantages, gained over the Span- Affairs of 

. d d h f: . . h . f r. d . , E 1"/L s-odar.d. 
1ar s, an t e p1nt t ence In u1c mto t1c · n~li111, -

gave Elizabeth great fecurity during the refl: of her reigfl, 

£he could not forbear keeping an anxious e_;e on Scot-

land, whofe fituation rendered its revolutior.s always of 

importance to her. It might have been ex.)cB:ed:- that 

this high-fpirited princefs, \Vho knew fo well to brave 

dan_;er, would not have retained that maligmnt je-aloufy 

towards her heir, with which, during the life-time of 

Mary, lhe had been fo much agitated. jJmes had in-

deed fucceeded to all the claims of his mot1er; but he 

bad not fucceeded to the favour of the catholics, which 

x Birch's MemoirsJ vol. i, l'• 61, Y Monfon,p, 161. 

could 
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C H A P. could alone render thefe claims dangerous z : And as the 
XLII. 
~queen was now well advanced in years, and enjoyed an 

J5&9. uncontrouled authority over her fubjeB:s, it was not 

likely, that the king of Scots, who was of an indolent 

unambitious t~mper, would ever give her any difl:urb

ance in her poffe.ffion. of the throne. Yet all thefe cir

cumfiances could not remove her timorous fufpicions : 

And fo far from fatisfying the nation by a fettlement of 

the fucceffion, or a declaration of J ames's title, fhe was 

as anxious to prevent every incident, which might any

wife raife his credit, or procure him the regard of the 

Englifh, as if he had been her immediate rival and com

petitor. Moll: of his mini:fi:ers and favourites were her 

penfioners ; and as fhe was defirous. to hinder him from 

marrying and having children, fhe obliged them to throw 

obil:acles in the way of every alliance, even the mofl: 

reafonable, which could be offered him; and during 

fome years, :lhe fucceeded in this malignant policya. He 

had fixed on the eldefl: daughter of the king of Denmark, 

who, being a remote prince and not powerful, could 

give her no umbrage; yet did fhe fo artfully crofs this 

negociation, that the Danifh monarch, impatient of 

delay, married his daughter to the duke of Brunfwick. 

James then renewed his fuit to the younger princcfs; 

and frill found obfiacles from the intrigues of Elizabeth, 

who, merely with a view of interpofing delay, propofed 

to him the fill:er of the king of N avarre, a princefs much 

older than himfelf, and entirely deftitute of fortune. 

The young king, befides the defire of fccuring himfelf, 

by the profpeB: of iffue, from thofe traiterous attempts, 

too frequent amon his fubjeCl:s, had been fo vvatched 

by the rigid aufienty of the ecclcfiailics, that he had 

another inducement to man:y, \vhich is not fo ufual wjth 

monarchs. His impatience therefore broke through all 

:z. Winwood, vol, i, p. 51, a Melvil, p, 166, 171• 

the 
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the politics of Elizabeth: The articles of ;narriap-e were c H A P. 
0 XLII. fettled : The ceremony was performed by proxy : And ,____,_,..__j 

the princefs embarked for Scotland; but was driven by 1 51::9. 
a ftorm into a port of Norway. This tempefr, and 
fome others, which happened near the fame time, were 
univerfally believed in Scotland and Denmark to have 
pro~eeded from a combination of the Scottifh and Danifh 
witches; and the dying confeffion of the criminals was 
fuppofed to put the accufation beyond all controverfy t-. 

James, however, though a great believer in forcery, was 
not deterred by this inciJent from taking a voyage, in 
order to condutl: his bride home: He arrived in Norway; 
carried the queen thence to Copenhagen; and having 
paffed the winter in that city, he brought her next fpring 
to Scotland, where th~y were joyfully received by the 
people. The clergy alone, who never neglected an 
opportunity of vexing their prince, made oppofition to 
the queen's coronation, on account of the ceremony of 
anointing her, which, they alledged, was either a Jewifh 
0r a popifh rite; and therefore utterly antichrifrian and 
unlawful. But James was as much bent on the cere-
mony, as they were averfe to it; and after much contro-
verfy and many intrigues, his authority, which had not 
often happened, at laft prevailed over their oppofition c. 

b Melvil, p. 180, 
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C H A P. XLIII. 

French affairs--Murder of the duke of Gttife-:

Murder of Henry 111.--Progrefs of I-Jenry IV. 

--Naval enterprizes again.ft Spain--A Par

liament--l{enry IV. embraces the catholic reli-

gion--Scotch affairs-Naval enterprizes-

A parliament--Peace of Vervins--CJ'he earl 

of E.f!ex. 

~ H A P • AF 1' E R a fl:ate of great anxiety and many difficul· 

~~J_!:_. ties, Elizabeth had at length reached a fituation~ 

J5,o. where, though her afFairs frill required attention, and 

found employment for her aCl:ive fpirit, fhe was removed 

from aJl danger of any immediate revolution, and might 

regard the efforts of her enemies with fome degree of 

confidence and fecurity. Her fuccefsful and prudent 

?-dminifl:ration had gained her, together with the admira

tion of foreigners, the affections of her own fubjeB:s; 

and after the death of the queen of Scots, even the 

cathoJ ics, however difcontented, pretended not to difpute 

her title, or adhere to any other perfon as her r~val and 

competitor. J ames, curbed by his faCtious nobility and 

eccle:liafl:ics, pofTeffed at home \'ery little authority; and 

was folicitous to remain on good terms with Elizabeth 

and the Englifh nation, in hopes that time, aided by his 

patient tranquillity, would fecure him that rich fucce:ffion, 

to which his birth entitled him. The Hollanders, though 

overmatched in their contefl: with Spain, frill made an 

0bfl:inate refifl:ance; and fuch was their unconquerable 

antipathy to their old mafters, and fuch the prudent con

ituct of young Maurice, their governor, that the fubduing 

l ~f 
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of that fmall territory, if at all poffible, muft be the work c H A P. 

of years, and the refult of many and great fucceffes. ~__, 
Philip, v,rho, in his powerful effort againfr England, had 159o. 

been tranfported by refentment and, ambition beyond his 
ufual cautious maxims, was now difabled, and frill more 
difcouraged, from adventuring again on fuch hazardous 
enterprizes. The fituation alfo of affairs in France, be-
gan chiefly to employ his attention; but notwithfranding 
all his artifice, and force, and expence, the events in that 
kingdom proved every day more contrary to his expeCl:a-
'tions, and more favourable to the friends and confederates 
of England. 

THE violence of the league having tonfrrairted Henry Fr~ncli 
cl I . ft h H h r. 1" . •Jl. affans. to ec are war again t e ugonots, t ete re 1gwnm:s 

feemed expofed to the utmoft danger ; and Elizabeth, 
fenfible of the intimate conneCtion between her own_ in
terefrs and thofe of that party, had fupported the king of 
N avarre by her negociations in Germany, and by large 
fums of money, which fhe remitted for levying forces in 
that country. That great prince, not difcouraged by the 
fuperiority of his enemies, took the field; and in the year 
1587 gained, at Coutras, a complete viB:ory over the 
army of the French king; but as his allies, the Germans; 
were at the fame time difcomfited by the army of tlie 
league, under the duke of Guife, his fituation, not
withftanding his vitl:ory, feemcd frill as defpcrate as ever. 
The chief advantage, which he reaped by this diverfity 
of fucccfs, arofe from the diffenfiorts, v:hich, by that 
means, took place among his enemies. The inhabitant~ 
of Paris, intoxicated with admiration of Guife, and 
firong1y prejudiced againfl: their king, whofe intentions 
had become fufpicious to them, took to arms, and obliged 
Henry to fly for his fafety. That prince, diilembling his 
refentment, entered into a negociation with the league; 
and havin~ conferred many high offices on Guife and his 

A a 2 partiz.ans1 
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c H A P. partizans, fummoned an affembly of the fl:at~s at Blois' 

XLIII. 
. r. 

""-v--1 on pretence of finding means and expedients to 1upport 

159Q, the intended war againft the Hugonots. The 'rarious 

fcenes of perfidy and cruelty, which had been exhibited 

in France, had jufHy begot a mutual diffidence among 

all parties ; yet G uife, trufting more to the timidity than 

honour of the king, rafhly put himfelf into the hands of 

that monarch, and expected, by the afcendant of his own 

genius, to make him fubmit to all his exorbitant preten

fions. Henry, though of an eafy difpofition, not fteddy 

Murder of to his refolutions, or even to his promifes, wanted nei-

•he duke of h . d fi d" 11 h" r. b "} . 
Guile. t er courage nor capac1ty; an n mg a 1s .1U t1 txes 

eluded by the vigour of Guife, and even his throne 

expo fed to the m oft imminent danger, he embraced more 

violent counfels than were natural" to him, and ordered 

that prince and his brother, the cardinal of Guife, to be 

affaffinated in his palace. 

THIS cruel execution, which the neceffity of it alone 

could excufe, had nearly proved fatal to the author, and 

feemed at firfl: to plunge him into greater dangers than 

thofe which he fought to avoid, by taking vengeance on 

his enemy. The partizans of the league were enflamed 

with the utmoft rage againft him : The populace every 

where, particularly at Paris, renounced allegiance to 

him : The ecclefiaftics and the preachers filled all places 

with execrations againft his name : And the moft power

ful cities and moft opulent provinces appeared to combine 

in a refolution, either of renouncing monarchy, or of 

changing their monarch. Henry, finding flender refources 

among his catholic fubjeCl:s, was conihained to enter into 

a confederacy with the Hugonots and the king of Na

varre: He enlifted large bodies of Swifs infantry and 

German cavalry: And being frill fupported by his chief 

nobility, he affembled, by all thefe means, an army of 

near forty thoufand men, and advanced to the gates of 

Paris, 
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Paris, ready to crufh the league, and fubdue all his c H A P. 

. Th d r. r 1 . f d. d XLIII. enemies. e etperate reto ut10n o one man 1verte ~ 

the courfe of thefe great events. J aques Clement, a Do- 159o. 

minican fryar, inflamed by that bloody fpirit of bigotry, 

which difiinguifhes this century and a great part of the 

following beyond all ages of the world, embraced the 

refolution of facrifi.cing his own life, ·in order to fave the 

church from the perfecutions of an heretical tyrant; and 

being admitted, under [dme pretext, to the king's pre- Murder of 

fence, he gave that prince a mortal wound, and was ~~;J.Y the 

immediately put to death, by the courtiers, who hafi:ily 

revenged the murder of their fovereign. r1'his memorable 

incident happened on the firfi: of Augufr, I 589. 

THE king of N avarre, next heir to the crown, alTumed 

the government, under the title of Henry IV. but fuc

ceeded to much greater difficulties than thofe which fur

rounded his predeceffor. The prejudices, entertained 

againfr his religion, made ' a great part of the nobility 

immediately defert him; and it was only by his promife 

of hearkening to conferences and infiruetion, that / he 

could engage any of the catholics to adhere to his un

doubted title. The league, governed by the duke of 

Mayenne, brother to Guife, gathered new force; and 

the king of Spain entertained views, either of difmem

bering the French monarchy, or of annexing the whole 

to his own dominions. In thefe difirefsful circumfbnces, 

Henry addreffed himfelf to Elizabeth, and found her well 

difpof~d to contribute to h~ affifrance, and to opp'ofe the 

progrefs of the catholic league, and of the king of Spain, 

her inveterate and dangerous enemies. To prevent the 

defertion of his Swifs and German auxiliaries, ilie made 

him a prefent of twenty-two thoufand pounds; a greater 

fum than, as he declared, he had ever fcen before : And 

:£he fent him a reinforcement of four thoufancl men, under 

lord Will.>ughby, an officer of reputa#on, who joined 

A a 3 the 
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C H A P. the French at Dieppe. Strengthened by thef~ fupplics, 
XLili. . · k h 

\...--v--..J Henry marched direCl:ly to Pans; and havmg ta en t c 

1:,9o. fuburbs, [word in hand, he abandoned them to be pil

laged by his foldiers, He employed this body of Englifh 

troops in many other enterprizes ; and found fl:ill reafJn 

to praife their courage and fidelity. The time of their 

fcrvicc bei~1g elafpecl, he difmiffed them with many hit;h 

commendatio.p.s. Sir William Drury, Sir Thomas Bail ... 

erville, and Sir John Boroughs acquired reputation this 

campaign, and 1evived in France the ancient f;1me of 

Englifh valour. 

frogrers of THE army, which Henry next campaign led into the 
.fienry the 
founh! field, was much inferior to that of the league; but as it 

was compofed of the chief nobility of France, he feared 

not to encounter his enemies in a pitched battle at Yvree, 

and he gained a complete victory over them. This fuc

cefs enabled him to blockade Paris, and he reduced that 

capital to the lafi: extremity of famine: When the duke 

of Parma, in confeq uence of orders from Phili p, marched 

to the relief of the league, and obliged Henry to raife the 

blockade. Having performed this important fervice, he 

retired to the Low Countries ; and by his confummate 

fkill in the art of war, performed thefe long marches in 

the face of the enemy, without affording the French mo

narch that opportunity which he fought, of giving him 

battle, or fo much as once putting his army in diforder. 

The only lofs, which he fufi:ained~ was in the Low 

Countries; where prince Maurice took advantage of his 

~bfence, and recovered fome places, which the duke o( 

Parma had form~rly conquered from the S~ates d~ 

'rHE fitu:ltion of Henry's affairs, though promiiing, 

was not fo well advanced or cfrablifhed as to make the 

queen difcontinue her fuccours; and fhe was frill rr:.ore· 

qmfirmcd in the refolution of fupporting him, by fome 

' Se.~ note [FF] at the end of the volume, 
a<;!v~ntage~ 
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:at1vantages gained by the king of Spain. The duke ofC !.J ~ P. 

M f B . . f h } XLI.J, 
ercceur, governor o ntanny, a prmce o t e 10ufe of..__~ 

:Lorraine, had declared for the league; ami finding him- 1 $9 1 • 

felf hard prelfed by Henry's forces, he had been obliged, 

in order to feq.tre himfelf, to introduce fome Spanifh 

troops into the {ea-port towns of tha.t province. Eliza-. 

beth was alarme<l at the danger; and forefaw, that the 

Spaniards, .befides infefting the Engli!h commerce by 

J>rivateers, might employ thefe harbours as .tbe kz..t of 

their naval prep::.rations, and might rr.ore eafily, from 

that near neighbourhood, than from Spain or Portugal, 

projeCl: an invafion of England. She concluded, there- · 

f0re, a new treaty with Henry, in which lhc en~a:_;ed to 

lend over three thoufand men, .to be emp.Joy~d in the 

reduCtion of Britanny, and fnc fl:ipulattd that ]-cr. d1 rges 

fuould, in a twclvemontl1, o.r as foon as the enemy was 

expelled, be refunded her e. Thefe forcfs wc·re com-

manded by Sir John Norris; and under him by h:s bro-

ther Henry, and by Anthony Shirley. Sir Roger 'Vil-

liams was at the head of a fmJ.l! body which gar;-ifoned 

Dieppe: And a fquadron of {hips, under the cot::t .and of 

.Sir Henry Palmer, ]ay upon the coafr of France, and 

interce_pted all the vcfi::ls belonging to the Spaniards or 

,the leaguers. 

THE operations of war cap very little be regulated be

forehand by any treaty or agrcem nt ; and Henry, who 

found it necdlary to lay afide tne )rojetlcd cntcrpriza 

againfr Br'tanny, pcrfuadcd the En 1: .1 commanders to 

join his army, and to take a £hare in the hofiilities, 

which he carried into Picardy • Notwithfiandin?." t.he 

<lifguft, which Elizabeth received from this difappoint

ment, he laid bcfor~ her a pl~n for expelling the leagu ·rs 

from Normandy, and perfuadcd her to fend over a new 

;body of four tnoufand men, to affifl: him in that ent~::r,.. 

e Camden, .P· s6r. f Rymer, tom. xiv. ,P• 1.16~ 

Aa4 p1 ize. 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 

c 41i1J.P• prize. The earl of Effex was appointed general of thefe 

"--v---1 forces ; a young nobleman, who, by many exterior ac-

J59I· compliiliments, and fiill more real merit, was daily ad~ 

vancing in favour with Elizabeth, .and feemed to occupy 

that place in her affections, which Leiceiler, now de

ceafed, had fo long enjoyed. Effex, impatient for mili

tary fame, was extremely u~eafy to lie fome time at 

Dieppe unemployed; and had not the orders, which he 

received from his mifirefs, been fo pofitive, he would 

gladly have accepted of Henry's invitation, and have 

marched to join the French army now in Champ:16ne. 

This plan of operations was alfo propofcd to Elizabeth 

by the French ambaifador; but !he rejetl:ed it with great 

difpleafure; and fhe threatened immediately to recall her 

troops, if Henry ihould pcrfevere any longer in his prefent 

practice, of breaking all concert with her, and attending 

to nothing but his own interefrs g. Urged by thefe mo

tives, the French king, at lafi, led his army into Nor

mandy, and laid fiege to Roi.ien, which he reduced to 

great difficulties. But the league, unable of themfelve~ 

to take the field againfl: . him, l~d again recourfe to the 

puke of Parma, who re_ceive'd orders to march to their 

relief. He executed this enterprize with his ufual ability 

and fuccefs; and, for the prefeJ1t, fruihated all the pro

jeCts of Henry and Elizabeth. This princefs, who kept 

frill in view the interefts ·of her own kinadom in all her 
. ' . 0 

foreign tranfatl:ions, was impatient~ under thefe difap-

pointmcnts, blamed Henry for his negligence in the exe

~ution of treaties, and complained, that the Engli!h forces 

were thruft foremofi in every hazardous enterprize h. It 
is r:robable, however, that their own ardent courage, an4 

~hei~ dcfire of difringuiili~ng t~emfelves in' fo celebrated 

a theatre qf war, vyer~ the ca:1fes why they fo often 

fnjoye~ t~i~ pe!ii?us ~onou~, 
g Birch's Negcciations, p. S• 

~:lmden, ·p. 562, 
Rymer, tom. xiv, p. 123, 140. 
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NOTWITHSTANDING the indifferent fuccefs of former C H A P. 
. XLJU. 

enterprizes, the queen was fenfible how neceffary 1t was \.....-v-J 

to fupport Henry againfr the league and the Spaniards; 1 59 1 • 

.and fhe formed a new treaty with him, in which they 

agreed never to make peace with Philip, but by common 

Cf'l fent; jhe promifed to fend him a new fupply of four 

tL. ufand men; and he :Hip~lated to repay her charges in 

a ·w, 1 rcmonth, to employ thefe forces, joined to a body 

of French troops, in an expedition againft Britanny, and 

to con.fi.gn into her hands a fea-port tO'Nll of that pro-

vinc2, for a retreat to the Englifh i. Henry knew the 

imr ffi _ i' i•-y of executing fome of thefe articles; and the 

imprudenc ~ of fuLfilling others; but finding them rigidly 

infifred on b f Elizabeth, he accepted -of her f uccours~ 

and truiled that he might eaftly, on fome pretence, be 

able to excufe his failure in executing his part of the 

treaty. 'I'his campaign was the leaft fuccefsful of all 

thofc which he had yet carried on again:fi: the league. 

DuRING thefe military operations in France, Eliza- Nav~t tn-

b h 1 d 1 1 . n_ PhT d terpnzes 
et emp oye 1er nava power agamn: Llp, an en- againfi.: 

dcavourtd to intercept his Wefi-Indian trcafures, the Spain. 

fource of that-greatnefs, which rendered him fo formidable 

to all his neighbours. She fent a fquadron of feven :lhips, 

under the command of lord Thomas Howard, for this 

fervice ; but the ki1 g of Spain, informed of her purpofe, 

:fitted out a great force, of fifty-five fail, and difpatched 

them to efcort the Indian fleet. They fell in with the 

Englifh fquadron; and by the courageous obilinacy of 

Sir Ri hard Greenville, the vice-admiral, who refufed to 

make .his efcape by Right, they took one veifcl, the firft 

Engliih ihip of war which had yet fallen into the hands 

of the Spaniards k. The reft of the fquadron returned 

fafcly into England ; frufrrated of their expetl:at1ons~ bu~ 

i Rymer, vol. xv.i. p. 151, ~68, l]I, 173• 
the end of the volume. 
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CXf-Lr A P. pleafing themfelves with the idea that their attempt had 
ur. 

~not been altogether fruitlefs in hurting the enemy. The 

'59 1• Indian fleet had been fo long detained in the Havanna, 

from the fear of the Engli!h, that they were obliged at 

laft to fet fail in an improper feafon, and moft of them 

peri!hed by fhipwreck, ere they reached the Spanilh har

bours'· The earl of Cumberland made a like unfuccefs

ful enterprize againfr the Spani!h trade. He carried out 

one fhip of the queen's, and fcven others, equipped at 

his own expence ; but the prizes, which he made, did 

not compcnf:lte the charges m. 

THE fpirit of thefe expenfive and hazardous adventures 

was· very prevalent in England. Sir Waiter Ralei&h~ 

who had enjoyed great favour with the queen, finding his 

intereft to decline, determined to recover her good graces 

by fome important undertaking; and as his reputation 

was high among his countrymen, he perfuaded great 

numbers to engage with him as volunteers, in an attempt 

.,59,, on the Weft-~ndies. The fleet was detained fo long in 

the Channel by contrary winds, that the feafon was loft: 

Raleigh was recalled 'by the queen: Sir l\1artin Frobilher 

fucceeded to the command, and made a privateering 

voyage againfr the Spaniards. He took one rich Carrack 

near the Ifland of Flcres, and deftroyed another n. About 

the fame time, Thomas vVhite, a Londoner, took two 

Spanilh lhips, which, befides fourteen hundred chefts of 

quickfilver, contained above two millions of bulls for 

indulgences; a commodity ufclefs to the Englilh, but 

which had coft the king of Spain three hundred thoufand 

florins, and would have been fold by him in the lndiea 

for five millions. 

THIS war did great damage to Spain; but it was at

tended with confiderable expence to England ; and Eli-

I MonC.>n, p. t6]• 

Camden1 p. 569• 
m liid, p. 16g. a lbid, p. 16'5. 
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zabeth's minifrers computed, that, fince the commence- c H A P. 

m ~nt of it, :fhe had fpent in Flanders and France, and ~~ 
on her naval expeditions, above one million two hundred 1592• 

thoufand pounds 0 ; a charge which, notwithfianding her 

extreme frugality, was too burthenfome for her narrow 

revenues to fupport. She fummoncd, therefore, a parli- t 593• 
Feb. 19. 

ament, in order to obtain fupply : But fne either thought A parl1a. 

her authority fo efrabli!hed, that fue needed to make them ment, 

no conceffions in return, or :lhe rated her power and pre

rogative above money: For there never was any parli-

ament, whom :fhe treated in a more haughty manner, 

whom !he made more fenfible of their own weaknefs, or 

whofe j_r ivileges :fhe more openly violated. When the 

fpeak,r, Sir E ..!.warrl Coke, made the three ufual requefrs, 

of f1 cdo n from arrcfl:s, of acccfs to her pcrfon, and of 

liberty of fpeecL , {he replied to him, by the mouth of 

Pucl..:~rin '? , lord keeper, that liberty of fpecch was granted 

to t!.' C..J.r..mons, but they mufl: know what liberty they 

were en d led to; not a 1i -~c1ty for every cne to fpeak 

what b _ ! ··1cth, or wh~c cometh in his brain to utter; 

their pri 1 ge extended no farther than a liberty of Aye 

or No: 'I'hat fhc cLjvin.;d the {peaker, if he perceived 

any idle heads fo ncgE5cnt of th~ir own fafcty, as to at-

tempt reforming the church, or innovating in the com

monweal th, that he !hould refufe the bills exhibited for 

that purpofe, till they \Vere examined by fuch as were 

fitter to confiJer of thefe things, and could better judge 

of them : That fhe would not impeach the freedom of 

their perfons ; but they mufl: beware, lefr, under colo~r 

of this privilege, they imagined, that any neglect of their 

duty could be covered or protec'1ecl : And that fue would 

f}Ot refufe them accefs to her perfon ; provided it was 

ppoPi urgent and weighty caufes, and at times con-

o Strype, vol. iii, 
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c H A P. venient, and when lhe might have leifure from other 
XLIII. . . l 
~ Important affairs of the rea m P. 

1 .S93• NoTWITHSTANDING the menacing and contemptuous 

;lir of this fpeech, the intrepid and indefatigable Peter 

Wentworth, not difcouraged by his former ill fuccefs, 

ventured to tranfgrefs the imperial orders of Elizabeth. , 

He prefented to the lord keeper ~ p tition, in which he 

rlefired the upper houfe to join with the lower in a {up

plication to her majefiy, for entailing the fucceffion of 

the crown ; and he declared, that he had a bill ready 

prepared for that purpofe. This method of proceeding 

was fufficien ly refpcctful and cautious; but the fubject 

was always extremely difagrecable to the queen, and 

wh:1t fne had exprefsly prohibited any one from meddling 

with: She fent VJ entworth immediately to the 'I'owcr; 

committed Sir Thomas Bromley, who had feconded him, 

to the Fleet p~·ifon, together with Stevens, and 1N eHh, 

two members, to whom Sir Thomas had communicated 

his intention q. About a fortnight after, a motion was 

made in the houfe, to petition the queen, f~r the releafe 

of thefe members; but it was anfwered by all the privy 

counfellors there prefent, that her majefiy had committed 

them for caufes befi known to herfel f, and that to prefs 

her on that head would only tend to the prejudice of the 

gentlemen, wnom they meant to ferve : She would re

lcafe them whenever fhe thought proper, and would be 

petter pleafed to do it of her own proper motion, than 

from their fuggefl:ion r. The houfe willingly acquiefced 

in this reafoning. 

So :ubitrary an aB:, · at the commencement of the fef

fton, might well rep;efs all farther attempts for freedom: 

But the religious zeal of the puritans, was not fo eafily 

rcfirained; and it infoired a courao-e which no human 
' .. b ' 

P D'Ewes, p. 460, 469. Townfend, p. 37• 

'l'ownfcnd, p. 5f• r D'.Ewe;, p 4~7· 
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motive was able to furmount. Morrice, chancellor' ofC H A P. 

d h d f h 
XLllr. 

the utc y, an attorney o t e court of wards, made a \...--v-..J 

motion for redreffing the abufes in the bifhops' courts, JS9l· 

but above all, in the high commiffion; where fubfcrip-

tions, he faid, were exatled to artic;les at the pleafure of 

the prelates; where oaths were impofed, obliging perfons 

to anfwer to all quefrions without diftintl:ion, even though 

they :lhould tend to their own condemnation ; and where 

every one, who refufed entire fatisfatl:ion to the commif-

fioners, was imprifoned, without relief or remedy s. 

This mQ.tion was feconded by fome members ; but the 

minifrers and privy counfellors oppofed it; and foretold 

the confequences which enfued. The queen fent for the 

fpeaker; and after requiring him to deliver to her Mor-

rice's bill, :lhe told him, that it was in her power to call 

parliaments, in her power to diffolve-them, in her power 

to give affent or diffent to any determination, which they 

lhould forlb: That her purpofe in fummoning this par-

liament was twofold, to have laws enatled for the farther 

enforcement of uniformity in religion, and to provide for 

the defence of the nation, againfi the exorbitant power of 

Spain : That thefe two points ought, therefore, to be tke 

objetl: of their deliberations: She had enjoined them 

already, by the mouth of the lord keeper, to meddle 

neither with matters of Rate nor of religion; and ilie won-

de,red how <?-ny one could be fo affuming, as to attempt a 

fubjetl fo exprefsly contrary to her prohibition: That 

the was highly offended with this prefumption ; and took 

the prefent opportunity to re-iterate the commands giv<ln 

by the keeper, and to require, that no bill, regarding 

either fiate affairs, or ref9rmation in caufes ecclefiafiical, 

be exhibited in the houfe : And that in particular ihe 

-charged the fpeaker upon his allegiance, if any fuch bills 

were -offered, abfolutely to refufe tllem a reading, and 

not fo much as permit them to be debated by the mcm-

s D'Ewn, F• 4~4· Townfend~ f• 6o, 
bers. 
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c H A P. hers t. This command from the queen was fubmittc& 
XLIII. 

'--v---1 to, without farther quefiion. Morrice was feized in the 
1593. houfe itfelf by a fetjeant at arms, difcharged from his 

office of chancellor of the dutchy, incapacitated from any 
practice in his profeffion as a common lawyer, and kept 
fame years prifoner in Tilbury cafrle u. 

THE queen having thus exprefsly pointed out, both 

what the houfe fhould and fhould not do, the commons were 

as obfequious to the one as to the other of her injunctions. 

They paired a law againft recufants; fuch a law as was 
fuited to the fevere character of Elizabeth and to the 

perfecuting fpirit of that age. It was intitled, An all ta 

1·etain her majejly' s Jubjefls in their due obedience; and was 

meant, as the preamble declares, to obviate fuch incon

veniences and perils as might grow from the wicked practices 
of feditious fetl:aries and difloyal perfons : For thefe two 

fpecies of criminals were always, at that time, confounded 

together, as equally dangerous to the peace of fociety. 
It was enacted, that any perfon, above fixteen years of 
age,., who obfrinately refufed, during the fpace of a month, 

to attend public worihip lhould be committed to prifon; 

that, if, after being condemned for this offence, he 
perfifr three months in his refufal, he mufl: abjure the 
realm; and that, if he either refnfe this condition, or 
return after banilhment, he lhould fuffer capitally as a 

felon, without benefit of clergy x. This law bore equally 

hard upon the puritans and upon the catholics; and had 

it not been impofed by the queen's authority, was certainly, 
in that refpeB:, much contrary to the private fentiments 

and inclinations of the majority in the houie of commons. 

Very little oppofition, however, appears there to have 
been openly made to it r. 

THE 

t D'Ewes, p. 474, 47&. Town(end, p. ES. · u Heylin's Hiftory 
of the ~refbyterians, P• FO· x 3S Eliz, c. r. 

Y Alter enacting this il:atute, the cletgy, in order to remove the od:um 

from thcmfelves, often took care that recufant6 thould be tried by the clvil 

jud&et 
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THE expences of the war with Spain, having reducec! C H A P. 

the queen to great nece.ffities, the grant of fubfidies feems ~ 
to have· been the mofr important bufinefs of this parlia- 1 593• 

ment; and it was a fingular proof of the high fpirit of 

Elizabeth, that, while confcious of a prefent dependance 

on the commons, !he opened the feffion with the mofi: 

haughty treatment of them, and covered her weaknefs 

under fuch a lofty appearance of fuperiority. Tho 

commons readily voted two fubfidies and four fif-
teenths; but this fum not appearing fu:fficient to the 

court, an unufual expedient was fallen upon to induce 

them to make an enlargement in their conceffions. The 

peers informed the commons in a conference, that they 

could not give their affent to the fupply voted, thinking 

it too fmall for the queen's occafions : They therefore 

propofed a grant of three fubfidies and fix fifteenths, and 

defired a farther conference, in order to perfuade the 

commons to agree to this meafure. The commons, who 

had acquired the privilege of beginning bills of fubfidy, 

took offence at this procedure bf the lords, and at firft 

abfolutely rejeCted the propofal: But being afraid, on 

refletl:ion, that they had, by this ref ufal, given offence 

to their fuperiors, they both ar;r~cd to the conference, 

and afterwards voted the additional fubfidy z. 

THE queen, notwithfranding this unufual ccnceffion 

of the commons, ended the fe:ffion with a fpecch, contain

ing fome reprimands to them, and full of the fame high 

pretenfions, which fhe had afTumed at the opening of the 

parliament. She took notice, by the mouth of the keeper, 

that certain members fpent more time than was neceffary, 

by indulging themfelves in harangues and reafonings: 

And £he expre!fed her difplcafure on account of their not 

judges at the affizes, rath~r than by the ecclefiafi:ical commifiioners. Strype'~ 

Ann. vol. iv. p. 264. 

:.:; D'.Ewes, p. ~83, ~87, 488, Townfend, p. 66, 
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C H A t'r paying due teverence to privy counfellors, " who," 1he 
XLIII, 

\......-v--..1 told them, "were not to be accounted as common 

~593· " knights and burgelfes of the houfe, who are counfellors 

" but during the parliament: Whereas, the others are 

" Handing counfellors, and for their wifdom and great 

" fervice are called to the council of the Rate a." The 

queen alfo, in her own perfon, made the parliament a 

fpirited harangue; in which fhe fpoke o the jufiice and 

moderation of her government, exprelfed the fmall ambi

tion the had ever entertained of making conqueRs, dif

played the jufi grounds of her quarrel with the king of 

Spain, and difcovered how little fhe apprehended the 

power of that monarch, even though he fhould . make a ' 

greater effort than that of his Invincible Armada. " But 

" I am informed," added fhe, " that when he attempted 

" this lafi invafion, feme upon the fea-coafi: forfook their 

~' towns, Bed up higher into the country, and left all 

" naked and expofed to his entrance: But I fwear unto 

" you, by God, if I knew thofe perfons, or may know 

" of any that fhall do fo hereafter, I will make them feel 

" what it is to be fo fearful in fo urgent a caufe b." By 

this menace, fhe probably gave the people to underfiand, 

that fhc would execute martial law upon fuch cowards: 

For there was no fl:atute, by which a man could be 

punifhed for changing his place of abode. 

THE king of France, though he had hitherto made 

war on the league with great bravery and reputation, 

though he had this campaign gained confiderable advan

tages over them, and though he was affifl:ed by a. confi

derable body of Englifh under N orris, who carried 

hofl:ilities into the heart of Britanny; was become fenfible, 

that he never could, by force of arms alone, render 

himfelf mafl:er of his kingdom. The nearer he feemed 

a D'Ewes, p. 466, Townfcnd, P• 47• 

Townfend, p. 48. 
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ELIZABETH. 

hy his military fuccefles to approach to a fu1l poffeffion ofC H A P, 
h. h h d'r d. XLIII. t e t rone, t e more 11content an Jealoufy arofe among~ 

thofe Romanifrs who adhered to him; and a party was 1593• 

formed in his own court to elect fome catholic monarch of 
the royal blood, if Henry fhould any longer refufe to fatisfy 
them by declaring his converfi.on. This excellent prince 
was far from being a bigot to his feet ; and as he deemed 
thefe theological difputes entirely fubordinate to the public 
good, he had tacitly determined, from the beginning, to 
come, fome time or other, to the refolution required of 
him. He had found, on the death of his predeceffor, that · 
the hugonots, who formed the braveft and moft faithful 
part of his army, were fuch determined zealots, that, if 
he had, at that time, abjured their faith, they would 
infrantly have abandoned him to the pretenfi.ons and 
ufurpations of the catholics. The more bigotted catha-
lics, he knew, particularly thofe of the league, had 
entertained fuch an unfurmountable prejudice againft his 
perfon, and diffidence of his fi.ncerity, that even his 
abjuration would not reconcile them to his title; and ht: 
mufr either expeCl: to be entirely excluded from the throne~ 
or be admitted to it on f uch terms as would leave him 
little more than the mere fhadow of royalty. In this 
delicate fi.tuation he had refolved to temporize; to retain 
the hugonots by continuing in the profe11ion of their reli-
gion; to gain the moderate catholics by giving them 
hopes of his converfi.on; to attach both to his perfon by 
conduCt and fuccefs; and he hoped, either that the 
animofi.ty, arifing from war againfr the league, would 
make them drop gradually the queflion of religion, or that 
he might, in time, after fome v:crorics over his enemies 
;1nd .fome conferences with divines, make finally, with 
more decency and dignity, that abjuration, which muft 
have appeared, at firfr, both mean and fufpiciou~ to both 
parties. 

VoL:V. B h \\THEN 
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C H A P. WHEN the people are attached to any theological tenets:J 
XLIII. 

\..-.-v--J merely from a general perfuafion or prepo!feffion, they are 

H 
1 593· ealily induced, by any motive or authority, to change 

enry I V. 
embraces their faith in thefe myfterious fubjeets; as appears from 

the catholic l f h E 1' .n... h d · r · 

religion. the examp e o t e ng nu, w o, urmg 10me reigns, 

ufually embraced, without fcruple, the frill varying reli

gion of their fovereigns. But the French nation, where 

principles had fo long been difplayed as the badges of 

faCtion, and where each party had fortified its belief by an 

animofity againfl: the other, were not found fo pliable or 

inconftant; and Henry, was at !aft convinced, that the 

catholics of his party would entirely abandon him, if he 

gave them not immediate fatisfaetion in this particular. 

The hugonots alfo, taught by experience, clearly faw, 

that his defertion of them was become abfolutely nece!fary 

for the public fettlement; and fo general was this perfua-

. fion among them, that, as the duke of Sully pretends:> 

even the divines of that party purpofely allo-wed themfelves 

to be worfted in the difputes and conferences; that the 

king might more readily be convinced of the weaknefs of 

their caufe, and might more cordially and fincerely, at 

leaf!: more decently, embrace the religion, which it was 

fo much his intercft to believe. If this [elf-denial, in [() 

tender a point, fhould appear incredible and fupernatural 

in theologians, it will, at leafr, be thought very natural, 

that a prince, fo little infirueted in thefe points as Henry, 

and defirous to preferve his fincerity,. fhould infenfibly 

bend his opinion to the neceffity of his affairs, and. lhould 

believe that party to have the beft arguments, who could 

alone put him in po!feffion of a kingdom. All circum

ftar;ces, therefore, being prepared for this great evel,lt,. 

that monarch renounced the proteftant religion, and was 

folemnly received, by the French prelates of his party, 

in to the bofom of the church, 

ELIZABETH, 



ELIZABETH. 371 
'ELIZABETH. who was, herfelf, attached to the pro- C H A P. 

• n_ h" R b h . . f1_ d . f1_ XLUI. tei-.ants, c re y y er mterens an the c1rcumnances of \,;~"V" .J 
her birth, and who feems to have entertained fome 1591• 
propenfity, during her whole life, to the catholic fuper-
ftition, at leafl: to the ancient ceremonies, yet pretended; 
to be extremely difpleafed with this abjuration of Henry; 
and fhe wrote him an angry letter, reproaching him with 
this interefl:ed change of his religion. Senfible, however; 
that the league and the king of Spain were frill their com-
mon enemies, fhe hearkened to his apologies; continued 
her fuccours both of men and money ; and formed a new 
treaty, in which they mutually fl:ipulated never to make 
peace but by common agreement. 

TH.E intrigues of Spain were not limited to France and Sc?t.dt 
England : By means of the never failing pretence of affau•. 

teligion, joined to the influence of money, Philip excited 
hew diforders in Scotland, and gave freili alarms to 
Elizabeth. Gcorge Ker, brother to lord Newbottle, hac,l 
been taken, while he was palling fccretly into Spain; ami 
papers were found about him, by which a dangerous 
confpiracy of fome catholic noblemen with Philip was 
difcovered. The earls of Angus, Errol, and Huntiey, 
the heads of three potent families, had entered into a 
confederacy with the Spanifu monarch: And had fiipu.;. 
lated to raife all their forces ; to join them to a body of 
Spaniih troops, which Philip engaged to fend into 
Scotland ; and after re-efi:ablifhing the catholic religion 
ln that kingdom, to march with their united power, in. 
order to effecruate the fame purpofe in England c. Gra ... 
ham of Fin try, who had alfo entered into this con{p;::-acy, 
was taken, and arraigned, and executed. .Elizabeth fent 
lord Borough ambaffador into Scotland, and exhorted the. 
king to exercife the fame feverity on the three earls, to 
tonfifcate their efiates, and by annexing them to the 

'Spotfwood; P• 391. Rymer, tom,xvi. p. 190. 
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C H A P. crown, both encreafe his own demefnes, and fet an 

XLll(. 
. 

~ example to all his fu[ljcCl:s of the dangers attendmg trcafou 

Ji9l· and rebellion. This advice was certainly rational, but 

not eafy to be executed by the finall revenue and limited 

authority of J ames. He ddired, therefore, fol'ne fupply 

from her of men and money; but though fhe had reafon 

to deem the profecution of the three popi!h earls a com

Inon caufe,. fhe never could be prevailed on to grant him 

the leafi afliil:ance. The tenth part of the expence, which 

{he befiowed in fupporting the French king, and the 

States, would have fufficed to execute this purpofe, more 

immediately effential to her fecurity u : But the feems ever 

to have borne fome degree of malignity to J ames, whom 

fhe hated, both as her heir, and as the ion of 1\lary, hc.r 

hated rival and competitor. 

So far fron: giving J ames a:ffifrance to profecute the 

catholic confpirators, the queen rather contributed to . 

encreafe his inquietude, by countenancing the turbulent 

difpofition of the earl of Bothwel c, a nobleman defcended 

from a natural fon of J ames V. Bothwel more than once 

attempted to render himfelf mafrer of the king's pcrfon; 

and being expelled the kingdom for thefe traiterous enter

prizes, he took fhelter in England, was fecretly protected· 

by the queen, and lurked near the borders, where his 

pmvcr lay, with a view of frill effeB:ing fome new violence. 

He fucceedcd at ]aft in an attempt on the king.; and by 

th.e mediation of the Engliili ambaffador, impofed very 

diilionourable terms upon that prince: But James, by the 

;lUthority of the convention of :fi:ates, annulled this agree

ment as extorted by violence; agai11 expelled Bothwel the 

country; and obliged him to take lhelter in England. 

Elizabeth, pretending ignorance of the place of his retreat, 

never executed the treaties, by which lhe was bound t() 

oelivcr up an rebels and fugitives to the king of Scot-

· .:: S;>otfwood, P• 393• Rymcr, t m. xvi, p. 235· 
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hnd. During thefe diforders, encreafed by the refractory C H A r. 
XL liT. 

<lifpofition of the ecclefiafiics, the profecution of the ~ 

catholic earls remained in fufpence; but at lafi the par- 1 591-· 

liament paffed an aet of attainder againfi: them, and the 

king prepared himfclf to execute it by force of arms. 

"The noblemen, though they obtained a vietory QVer the 

earl of Argyle, who aCted by the king's commiffion, 

found themfelves hard prdfed by J ames himfelf, and 

agreed, on certain terms, to leave the kingdom. Both-

we], being deteB:ed in a confederacy with them, forfeited 

the favour of Elizabeth; and was obliged to take fheltcr, 

firfi in France, then in Italy, where he died, fome years 

after, in great poverty. 

THE efi:abli{hed authority of the queen fecured her 

from all fuch attempts as J ames was expofed to from the 

mutinous difpo:fition of his fubje.B:s; and her enemies 

found no other means of giving her domefiic diflurbance 

than by fuch traitcrous and perfidious machinations, as 

ended in their own difgracc, and in the ruin of their 

criminal infirumcnts. Roderigo Lopez, a Jew, domefiic 

phyfician to the queen, being imprifoned on fufpicion, 

confeffed~ that he had received a bribe to poifon her from 

Fuentes , and Ibarra, who had fucceeded Parma lately 

deceafed, in the government of the Netherlands ; but he 

maintained, that he had no other intention than to cLeat 

Philip of his money, and never meant to fulfil his promife. 

He was, however, executed for the confpiracy; and the 

queen complained to Philip ofthefe diihonourable attempts J 

()f his miuifiers, but could obtain no fatisfaCl:ion r. York 

.and Williams, two Engliih traitors, were afterwards ex-

ecuted for a confpiracy with Iberra, equally atrocious g .. 

INSTEAD of revenging herfelf, by retaliating in a like 

manner, Elizabeth fought a more honourable vengeance, 

f Camden, p. S77• Birch's Negot. p. 15. Bacon, vol. iv. P• 381 • 

.& C11mden, p. s,S:z., 
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C If A P • by fupporting the king of France, and affi!l:ing him if\ 
XLIII. 

· • 

'---.-'finally breaking the force of the league, which, after the 

:JS94• converfion of that monarch, went daily to decay, and 

was threatened with fpeedy ruin and diffolution. Norris 

commanded the Englifh forces in Britanny, and affifl:ed 

at the taking of M orlaix, Qyimpercorentin, and Brefr, 

towns guarded by £panifh forces in that province. 

In every aCtion, the Englifh, though they had fo long 

enjoyed domefric peace, difcovered a fhong military dif

pofition; and the queen, though herfelf a heroine, found 

more frequent occafion to reprove her generals for en

couraging their temerity, than for countenancing their 

fear or caution h : Sir Martin Frobi:lher, her brave ad

miral, perifhed, with many others, before Breft. Mor

laix had been promifed to the Englifh for a place of 

retreat; but the duke d' Aumont, the French general, 

eluded this promife, by making it be inferted in the capi

tulation, that none but catholics lhould b~ admitted into 

that city. 

B 9s. NEXT campaign, the French king, who had long 

carried on hofiilities with Philip, was at laft provoked, 

by the taking of Chatelet and Dourlens, and the attack 

of Cam bray, to declare war againft that monarch. . Eli

zabeth being threatened with a new invafion in England, 

and with an infurreCl:ion in Ireland, recalled moft of her 

forces, and fent N orris to command in this latter king

dom. Finding alfo, that the French league was almoft 

entirely diifolved, and that the moft confiderable leaders 

had made an accommodation with their prince, fhe 

thought, that he could well fupport himfelf by his owrt 

force and valour ; and fhe began to be more fparing, in 

h is caufe, of the blood and treafure of her fubjeB:s. 

So ME difgufts , which fhe had rec::' ived from the States, 

J i ~.ed to the remonfl:rances of her frugal minifter, Bur-

ll. Camden, p. 578, 
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2eigh, made her alfo inclined to diminifh her charges on C H A P. 
XLIII. 

that fide ; and fhe even demanded, by her ambaffador, '---.,-..1 

Sir Thomas Bodley, to be reimburfed all the money, 1 596 .• 

which .lhe had expended in fupportrng them. The States, 

befides alledging th.e conditions of the former treaty, by 

which they were not bound to repay her, till the con-

clufion of a peace, pleaded their prefent poverty and dif-

trefs, the great fuperiority of the Spaniards, and the 

difficulty of fupporting the war; much more, of faving 

money to difcharge their incumbrances. After much ne

gociation~ a ~ew treaty was formed; by which the States 

engaged to free the queen immediately from the ch:lrge 

.of the Engli.lh auxiliaries, computed at forty thoufand 

pounds a-year; to pay her annually twenty thoufand 

pounds for fome years ; to affill: her with a certain num-

ber of :lhips ; and to conclude no peace or treaty without 

l)er confent. They alfo bound themfelves, on finilhing 

a peace with Spain, to pay her annually the fum of a 

hundred thoufand pounds for four years ; but on this 

condition, that the payment :lhould be jn lieu of all de-

mands, and that they !hould be fupplied, though at their 

pwn charge, with a body of fo!lr thoufand auxiliaries 

from England i. 

THE queen ftiil retained in her hands the cautionary 

towns, which were a great check on the rifing power of 

the States; and :lhe committed the important truft of 

Fl~!hing to Sir Francis V ere, a brave officer, who had 

been much difiingui!hed by his valour in the Low Coun

tries. She gave him the prefe·rence to Effex, who expeCted 

fo honourable a command ; and though this nobleman. 

was daily rifing both in reputation with the people, and 

favour with herfelf, the queen, . who was commonly re

ferved in the advancement of her courtiers, thought pro

per, on this occafion, to give him a refufal. Sir Thomas 

i Caroden, P• 586. 
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C H A P • Baikerville was fent over to France at the head of two 
XLIII. 

""--v--' thoufand Englifh, with which Elizabeth, by a new 
1596. treaty concluded with Henry, engaged to fupply that 

prince. Some fl:ipulations for mutual affifl:ance were 
formed by the treaty; and all former engagements were 
renewed. 

Na•al en
terpr;zes. 

THIS body of Englifh troops were maintained at the 
expence of the French king; yet did Henry efl:eem the 
f Jpply of co11fiderable advantage, on account of the great 
reputation acquired by the Englifh, in fo many fortunate 
enterprizes, undertaken againfl: the common enemy. In 
the great battle of Tournholt, gained this campaign by 
prince ]\iT aurice, the .f;ngJifu auxiliaries, under Sir Francis 
V ere and Sir Robcrt Sidney, had extremely diftinguilhed 
themfelves; and the fuccefs of that day was univerfally 
afcribed to their difcipline and valour. 

THOUGH Elizabeth, at ·a confiderable expcnce of 
.blood ami treafure, made war againfr Philip in France and 
the Low Countries, the mofr fevere blows, which fhe 
gave him, were by thofe naval enterprizes, which either 
fhe or her fubjeets fcarcely ever intermitted during one 
feafon. In 1594, Richard Hawkins, fon to Sir John, 
the famous navigator, procured the queen's commiffion, 
and f:iiled with three ihips to the South Sea by the !traits 
of Magellan : But his voyage proved unfortunate, and he 
himfclf was taken prifoner on the coafr of Chil.i. James 
Lanca:flcr was fupplied the fame year with three fhips and 
a pmnace by the merchants of London ; and was more 
fortunate in 1is adventure. He took thirty-nine fhips of 
the enemy; and not content with this fuccefs, he made 
an attack on Fernambouc in Brazil, where, he knew, 
great treafures were at that time lodged. As he approached 
the fuore, he faw it lmed with great numbers of the enemy; 
but no-wife daunted at this appearance, he placed the 

frouteit 
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fioutefr of his men in boats, and ordered them to row C H A P. 

XLUI. 
with fuch violence, on the landing place, as to fplit them~ 
in pieces. By this bold action, he both deprived his men 1 597• 

of all refource but in vi8:ory, and terrified the enemy, 
who fled after a fhort re:fiftance. He returned home with 
the treafure, which he had fo bravely acquired .. In ,1595, 
Sir Waiter Raleigh, who had anew forfeited the queen's 
friendfhip by an intrigue with a maid of horiour, and who 
had been confined in prifon for this mifdemeanor, no 
fooner recovered his liberty, than he was pufhed, by his 
aCl:ive and enterprizing genius, to attempt fome · great 
aCl:ion. The fuccefs of the firft Spani!h adventurers 
againft ]\.1exico and Peru had begot an extreme avidity 
in Europe; and a prepoifeffion univerfal!y took place, that, 
in the inland parts of South America, called Guiana, a 
country as yet undifcovered, there were mines and trea-
fures and riches far exceeding any which Cortes or 
Pizzaro had met wi.th. Raleigh, whofe turn of mind 
was fomewhat romantic and extravagant, undertook at 
his own charge the difcovery of this wonderful countrx. 
flaving taken the fmall town of St. J ofeph in the ille of 
Trinidado, where he found no riches, he left his fhip, 
and failed up the river Oroonoko in pinnaces, but with-
out meeting any thing to anfwer his expectations. On 
his return, he publifhed an account of this country, full 
of the groffeft and moft palpable lies, that were ever 
attempt~d to be impofed on the credulity of mankind k. 

THE fame year, Sir Francis Drake and Sir John 
Hawkins undertook a more important expedition againft 
the Spanifh fettlements in America; and they carried 
with them fix !hips of the queen's and twenty more, 
which they had either fitted out at their own charge, or 
which ·were furnifhed them by private adventurers. Sir 
Thomas Bafkerville was appointed commander of the 

land 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 

CH A P. land forces, which they carried on board. Their firft 
XLIII. · k 
~ defign was to attempt Porta R1co, where, they new, a 

1597• rich carrack was at that time ftationed; but as they had 

not preferved the req uifite fecrecy, a pinnace, having 

:fhayed from the fleet, was taken by the Spaniards, and 

betrayed the intentions of the Englifh. Preparations 

were made in that ifland for their reception ; and the 

Engliih fleet, notwithftanding the brave affault, which 

they made on the enemy, was repulfed with lofs. Haw .. 

kins foon after died ; and Drake purfued his voyage to 

Nombre di Dios, on the ifihmus of Darien; where, 

having landed his men, he attempted to pafs forward to 

Panama, with a view of plundering that place, or, if he 

found fuch a fcheme praCl:icable, of keeping and fortify

ing it. But he met not with the fame facility, which 

had attended his firfi: enterprizes in thofe parts. The 

SpaniJ.,..ds, taught by experience, had every where forti

fied the paffes, and had .fi:ationed troops in the woods ; 

who fo infefted the Englifh by continual alarms and 

fkirmifhes, that they were obliged to return, without 

being able to effectuate any thing. Drake himfelf, from 

the intemperance of the climate, the fatigues of his 

journey, and the vexation of his difappointment, was 

feized with a difiemper, of which he foon after died~ 

Sir Thomas Bafkerville took the command of the fleet, 

which was in a weak condition ; and after having fought 

a battle near Cuba with a Spanifh fleet, of which the 

event was not decifive, he returned to England. The 

Spaniards fuffered fome lofs from this enterprize; b~t th(! 

Englifh reaped no profit 1• 

THE bad fuccefs of this enterprize in the Indies made 

the Englifh rather attempt the Spanilh dominions in Eu'!" 

rope, where, they heard, Philip was making great pre

parations for a new invafion of England. A powerful 

1 Monfon, P• 167~ 
fleet 
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ileet was ~quipped at Plymouth confi!l:ing of a hundred c H A P. 

and feventy veffels, feventeen of which were capital ~~ 
fuips of war; the re!l: tenders and fmall veffels: Twenty J591· -

fhips were added by the Hollanders. In this fleet there 
were computed to be embarked fix thoufand three hundred 

and fixty foldiers, a thoufand volunteers, and fix thou-

fand feven hundred and feventy-two feamen, befi.Je the 

Putch. The land forces were commanded by the earl 

of Effex: The navy by lord Effingham, high admiral. 
Both thefe commanders had expended great fums of their 
own in the armament: For fuch was the fpirit of Eliza-
beth's reign. · Lord Thomas Howard, Sir Waiter Ra-
leigh, Sir Francis Vere, Sir George Carew, and Sir 
Coniers Clifford had commands in this expedition, and 

were appointed council to the general and admiral m. 

THE fleet fet fail on the fir!l: of June 1596 ~ and meet
ing with a fair wind, bent its courfe to Cadiz, at which 

place, by fealed orders delivered to all the captains, the 

general rendezvous was appointed. They fent before 

them fome armed tenders, which intercepted every 1hip, 

that could carry intelligence to the enemy ; and they 
~hemfel ves were fo fortunate when they came near Cadiz, 
as to take an Irifu veffel, by which they learned, that 
that port was full of merchant fhips of great value, and 
that the Spaniards lived in perfeCl: fecurity, without any 

apprehenfions of an enemy. This intelligence much 
encouraged the Englifh fleet, and gave them the profpeB: 
of a fortunate iffue to the enterprize. 

AFTER a fruitlefs attempt to land at St. Sebaftians on 
the we!l:ern :ijde of the ifland of Cadiz ; it was, upon 
deliberation, refolved by the council of war to attack 
the fhips and gallies in the bay. This attempt was 
deemed rafu; and the admiral himfelf, who was cautious 

~n his temper, had entertained great fcrupleli with reganl 

Ill Camden, P• 5~1t 
to 
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C H A P. to it: But Effex :fi:renuoufly recommended the enter
XLIII. 
~prize; and when he found the refolution at lafr taken, 

1 597• he threw his hat into the fea, and gave fymptorns of the 

mofr extravagant joy. He felt, however, a great morti

fication, when Effingham informed him, that the queen, 

anxious for his fafcty, and dreading the effeCts of his 

youthful ardour, had fecretly given orders, that he fhould 

not be permitted to command the van in the attack n. 

That duty was performed by Sir Walter Raleigh and lord 

Thomas Howard; but Effex no fooner came within reach 

of the enemy, than he forgot the promife, which the 

admiral had exatl:ed from him, to keep in the midft of 

the fleet ; he broke through and preffed forward into the 

thickefl: of the fire. Emulation for glory, avidity of 

plunder, animofity againft the Spaniards proved incen

tives to every one; and the enemy was foon obliged to 

flip anchor, and retreat farther into the bay, where they 

ran many of their ihips aground. Effex then landed his 

men at the fort of Puntal ; and immediately marched to 

the attack of Cadiz, which the impetuous valour of the 

Englifh foon carried fword in hand. The generofity of 

,Effex, not inferior to hi£ valour, made him :fi:op the 

flau·ghter, and treat his prifoners with the greatefr hu~ 

manity, and even affability and kindnefs. The Englilh 

made rich plunder in the city; but miffed of a much 

richer by the refolution, which the duke of Medina, the 

Spanifh admiral, took of fetting fire to the fuips, in or

der to prevent their falling into the hands of the -enemy. 

It was computed, that the lofs, which the Spaniards 

fufrained in this enterprize, amounted to twenty millions 

of ducats 0
; befides the indignity, which that proud and 

ambitious people fufferecl, from facking one of their chief 

cities, and deftroying in their harbour a fleet of fuch 

f-orce and value, 

o Birch'i MemoinJ vol, ii, p. 97• 
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EssEx, all on fire for glory, regarded this great fuccefs C H A P. 

I fl_ f h' . H . r.n_ d XLIIT. 
on y as a uep to uture ate 1evements: e mune on ~~ 

keeping poffeffion of Cadiz; and he undertook with four I597• ' 

hundred men and three months provifions, to defend the 

place, till fuccours fhould arrive from England : But all 

the other feamen and foldiers were fatisfied with the 

honoqr, which they had acquired; and were impatient to 

return home, in order to fecure their plunder. Every 

other propofal of Effex to annoy the enemy met with a 

like reception; his fcheme for intercepting the carracks 

at the Azores, for affaulting the Groine, for taking St. 

Andero, and St. Sebaftian : And the Englifh, finding fo 

great difficulty to drag this impatient warrior from the 

enemy, at lafr left him on the Spanifh coaft, attended 

with very few fhips. He complained much to the queen, 

of their want of fpirit in this enterprize; nor was £he 

pleafed, that they had returned without attempting to 

intercept the Indian fleet P ; but the great flccefs, in 

the enterprize on Cadiz, had covered all their mifcar-

riages : And that princefs, though fhe admired the lofty 

genius of Effcx, could not forbear ·expreffing an efteem 

for the other officers q. The admi~al was created earl 

of Nottingham ; and his promotion gave great difgufr 

to Effex r. In the preamble of the patent it was faid, 

that the new dignity was conferred on him on account of 

his good Cervices in taking Cadiz, and deftroying the 

Spanifh £hips ; a merit which Effex pretended to belong 

folcly to himfelf: And he offered to maintain this .P,lea , 

by fingle combat againft the earl of Nottingkm, 01: hi• 

fons, or any of his kindred. 

'THE atchievements in the fubfcquent year proved not 

fo .fortunate; but as the Indian fleet very narrowly efcapcd 

the Englifh, Philip had ftill rcafon to fee the great hazard 

and difadvantagc of, that war in which he was engaged, 

• P Birch's Memoirs, vol, ii. p. IZI. q CamJen, p. 593• r Sidney 

Papers, vol, ii, p. 77, 
and 
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c H A P. and the fuperiority which the Englifh, by their navai 
XLIII. d h . fi . h d . d h. Th ~power an t e1r 1tuatwn, a acqmre over 1m. e 
1597. queen, having received intelligence, that the Spaniards, 

though their fleets were fo much fhattered and defhoyed, 

by the expedition to Cadiz, were preparing a fquadron 
at F errol and the Groine, and were marching troops 
thither, with a view of making a defcent in Ireland, 
was refolved to prevent their enterprize, and to defl:roy 
the iliipping in thefe harbours. She prepared a large 

fleet of a hundred and twenty fail, of which feventeen 
were her own fhips, forty ... three were tmaller veffels; 
and the refl: tenders and victuallers : She embarked on 
board this fleet five thoufand new-levied foldiers, and 
added a thoufand veteran troops, whbm Sir Francis V ere 
brought from the Netherlands. The earl of Effex, com
mander in chief, both of the land and fea forces, was at 
the head of one fq uadron : Lord Thomas Ho ward was ap
pointed vice-admiral of another; Sir Waiter Raleigh of 
the third : Lord Mountjoy commanded the land forces 
under Effex : V ere was appointed madhal : Sir George 
Carew lieutenant of the ordnance, and Sir Chri:fl:opher 
l3lount fi.dl: colonel. The earls of Rutland and South
ampton, the lords Grey, Cromwel; and Rich, with feveral 
other perfons of di:fl:inCl:ion, embarked as volunteers. Ef
fex declared his refolution either to defl:roy the new Arma
da, which threatened England, or to perifh in the attempt. 

~th July. THIS powerful fleet fet fail from Plymouth; but were 
no fooner out of harbour than 'they met with a furious 
ftorm, which fhattered and difperfed them ; and before 
they could be refitted, Effex found, that their provifions 
were fo far fpent; that it would not be fafe to carr-y fo 
numerous an army along with him. He difmiffed, there
fore, all the foldiers, except the thoufand veterans under 

V ere; and laying afide all thoughts of attacking Ferrol 

or the Groine, he confined the objeCt. of his expedition: 
to 
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to the entercepting of the Indian fleet; which had at firfl: C H A P. 

been confidered only as the fecond enterprize which he ~::.., 
was to attempt. 1597. 

THE Indian fleet, in that age, by reafon of the imper

feCl:ion of navigation, had a ftated courfe, as well as 

feafon, both in their going out, and in their return; and 

there were certain iflands, at which, as at fixed ftages, they 

always touched, and where they took in water and pro

vifions. The Azores, being one of thefe places, where, 

about this time, the fleet was expected, Effex bent his 

courfe thither; and he informed Raleigh, that he, on 

his arrival, intended to attack Fayal, one of thefe iflands. 

By fome accident the fquadrons were feparated; and 

Raleigh arriving firft before Fayal, thought it more pru

dent, after waiting fome time for the general, to begin 

the attack alone, lefi: the inhabitants fhould, by farther 

delay, have leifure to make preparations for their defence. 

He fucceeded in the enterprize; but Effex, jealous of 

Raleigh, expreffed great difpleafure at this conduct, and 

confi:rued it as an intention of robbing the general of the 

glory which attended that aB:ion : He cafhiered, there

fore, Sydney, Bret, Berry, and others, who had con

curred in the attempt ; and would have proceeded to 

inflict the fame punifhment on Raleigh himfelf, had not 

lord Thomas Howard interpofed with his good offices, and 

perfuaded Raleigh, though high-fpirited, to make fubmif

fions to the general. Effex; who was placable, as well 

as hafiy and pa:ffionate, was foon appeafed, and both re

ceived Raleigh into favour, and reff:ored the other officers 

to their commands s. This incident, however, though 

the quarrel was feemingly accommodated, laid the firft 

foundation of that violent animofity, which afterwards 

took place between thefe two gallant commanders. 

• Monfon, P• 173. 
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c .;L~t· EssEx made next a difpofition proper for intercepting 

'--"'v-J the Indian galleons; and Sir William Monfon, whofe 

1 597• ftation was the mofl: remote of the fleet, having fallen in 

with them, made the fignals which had been agreed on. 

That able officer, in his Memoirs, afcribes Effex's failure 

of fuccefs, when he was fo near attaining fo mighty an 

advantage, to his want of experience in feamanihip; and 

the account, which he gives of the errors committed 

by that nobleman, appears very reafonable as well as 

candid r. 'The Spanifh fleet, finding that the enemy was 

upon them, made all the fail poffible to the Terceras, 

and got into the fafe and well fortified harbour of Angra, 

before the Englifh fleet could overtake them. Effex in

tercepted only three ihips; which, however, were fo rich 

as to repay all the charges of the expedition. 

THE caufes of the mifcarriage in this enterprize were 

much canvaffed in England, upon the return of the fleet; 

and though the courtiers took party differently, as they 

affected either Effex or Raleigh, the people, in general, 

who bore an extreme regard to the gallantry, fpirit, and 

generofity of the former, were inclined to jufl:ify every 

circumfl.-ance of his conduct. The queen, who loved the 

one as much as fhe efreemed the other, maintained a 

kind of neutrality, and endeavoured to iliare her favours 

with an impartial hand between the parties. Sir Robert 

Cecil, fecond fon of lord Burleigh, was a courtier of 

promifing hopes, much conneCted with Raleigh; and fhe 

made him fecretary of ftate, preferably to Sir Thomas 

Bodley, whom Effex recommended for that office. But 

not to difgufr Effex, ihe promoted him to the dignity of 

earl Marihal of England; an office which had been va

cant fince the death of the earl of Shre-wibury. Effex 

might perceive from this conduCt, that ihe never intended 

to give him the entire afcendant over his rivals, and 

MonfonJ p. 174• 

might 
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i11ight thence learn the neceffity of moderation and eau- c H A P. 
tion. But his temper was too 'high for fubmiffion ; · his~~ 
behaviour too open and candid to praB:it:: the arts of a 1 5'17• 
court; and his fre~ fallies, while they rendered him but 
more amiable in the eyes of good judges, gave his ene-
mies many advantages againfr him. 

THE war with Spain, though fuccefsful, having ex- 24th 08:. 
hau:fl:cd the qucen's exchequer, fhe was obliged to alfemble 
a parliament; where Y elverton, a lawyer, was chofen 
fpeakcr of the houfe of commons u. Elizabeth took 
care, by the mouth of Sir Thomas Egerton, lord keeper; 
to inform this affembly of the neceffity of a fupply. She 
faid, that the wars, formerly waged in Europe, had 
commonly been conducted by the parties without farther 
view than to gain a few towns, or at mofr a province, 
from each other; but the ol-:jeCl: of the prefent hoftilities, 
on the part of Spain, was no other than utterly to bereave 
England of her religion, her liberty, and her indepcnd-
ance: That thefe blenings, however, fh,_; herfdf had 
hitherto been able to pre[ave, in fpite of the devil, the 
pope, and the S p8.niih tyrant, and all the mifchievot!S 
defigns of all her enemies : Tt<It in th :s conte£1: fhe had 
difburfed a fum treble to ail the parliamentary fupplies 
granted her; and be:fi.Jes e;men_ding her orciinaq reve-
nues, had been ?bliged to fell 1:1any of th~ crown lands: 
And that fhe could not doubt, bE;: ~y·r ful~eC't:s, in a 
caufe where their own honour a'l.d interc:fl: were [o cecply 
concerned, would willing!; contribute to fuch moderate 
taxations as fhould be foun~ necdE1r; for their comn~on . 
defence "· The parri::nncnt crantccl her three fubfidies 
and fix fifteenths; the fame fupply wh;ch had been given 
four years before, but v;Thich had then appeared frJ unu-

u See note [HI I] at the cnJ of the volume. 
51.7. Townfend, !'· 79• 
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c ri
1
ir. P. fua1, that they had voted it fuould never afterwards be 

'---,..--J regarded as a precedent. 
1 597· 

,.rHE commons, this feffion, ventured to engage in 

two controverfies about forms with the houfe of peers; a 

prelude to thofe encroachments, which, as they aifumed 

more courage, they afterwards made upon the t:reroga

tives of the crown. They complained, that the lords 

failed in civility to them, by receiving their meifages fit

ting with their hats on ; and that the keeper returned an 

anfwer in the fame negligent pofture : But the upper 

houfe proved, to their full fatisfaB:ion, that they were 

not entitled, by cufiom, and the ufage of parliament, to 

any more refpect Y. Some amendments had been made 

by the lords, to a bill fent up by the commons ; and 

thefe amendments were written on parchment, and re

turned with the bill to the commons. The lower houfe 

took umbrage at the novelty : They pretended, that 

thefe amendments ought to have been written on paper, 

not on parchment; and they complained of this innova

tion to the peers. The peers replied, that they expected 

not fuch a frivolons objection from the gravity of the 

houfe; and that it was not material, whether the amend

ments were written on parchment or on paper, nor 

·whether the paper were white, black, or brown. The 

commons were offendtd at this reply, which feemed to 

contain a mockery of them; and they complained of it, 

though wjrhout obtaining any fatisfatl:ion z. 

AN application was made, by way of petition to the 

queen, from the lower houfe, againfl: monopolies ; an 

abu[e which had rifen to an encrmous height ; and they 

received a gracious, though a genera} anfwer; for which 

tney returned their thankful acknowledgments a. But 

Y D'Ew~s, p. 539• 540, 58o, 585. Townft:n:l, p. 93, 94, 95• 

:z IYE wesJ P• 576, 5i7• a lbid, p. Sio, 573• 
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not to give them too much encouragement in fur:h "ppli~ C H A P. 
,. . XLIII. cations, fhe told them, in the fpeech which f. u . vcred "----'v---J 

at their difTolution, " That with regarc! to thele pa~ ~ - '"s , 1 597•. 
" fue hoped, that her dutiful and loving fubjetl:s would 
" not take away her prerogative, which is the chief 
" flower in her garden, ttnd the principal and L.;..,.U pearl 
" in her crown and diadem ; but that they would rather 
" leave thefe matters to her difpofal b." The commons 
alfo took notice, this fdEo11, of fome tranfaB:ions in the 
court of high commiffion; but not till they had pre-
vioufiy obtained permiffion from her majcfiy to that 
purpofe c, 

ELIZABETH had reafon to forefee) that parliamentary 1;9!. 

fupplies would now become mere neceifary to her than 
ever; and that the chief burthen of th~ v.-ar with Spain 
would thenceforth lie on England. Henry had received 
an overture for peace with Philip; but before he would 
proceed to a negociation, he gave intelligence of it to 
his allies, the queen and ; the States ; that, if poffible, a 
general pacification might be made by common confent 
and agreement. Thefe two powers fent ambafTadors to 
France, in order to remonfh,ate againil peace; the queen, 
Sir Robert Cecil, and Henry Herbert; the States, J ufl:in 
N afTau, and John Barnevelt. Henry faid to thefe mini-
:fiers, that his early education had been aJ?idfl: war and 
danger, and he had pafTed the whole courfc of his life 
either in arms or in military preparations: That after the 
proofs, which he had given of his alacrity in the field, 
no one could doubt, but he would willingly, for his 
part, have continued in a courfe of life, to which he was 
now habituated, till the common enemy was reduced tQ 

fuch a condition as no longer to give umbrage either to 

lt D'Ewes, P• 547, c Ibid. P• 5 57, 5 58, 
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C H A P. him dr to his allies : That no private interefrs of his own, 

XLIII. 
11.. 

~not even thofe of his people, nothing but the mon me-

1593• vi table ncceffity, could ever induce him to think of a fepa

rate peace with Philip, or make him embrace meafures 

not entirely conformable to the willies of all his confede

rates: That his kingdom, torne with the convulfions and 

civil wars of n2ar half a century, required fome interval 

of repofc, ere it could reach a condition, in which it 

might fufiain itfelf, much more fupport its allies : That 

after the minds of his fubjeB:s were compofed to tran

qttillity and accufromed to obedience, after his finances 

were brought into order, and after agricu~ tu re and the 

aits were refrored, France, infl:ead of being a burthen, 

as at prefcnt, to her cor:federates, would be able to lend 

them effeCl:u:1l fuccour, and amply to repay them all the 

affiG:ance, which fhe had received during her calamities: 

And that, if the ambition of Spain would not at pre

fent gra:1 t them f uch terms as they fuould think rea

fonable, he hoped, that, in a little time, he fhould attain 

fuch a fituation as would enable him to mediate more 

cffecbJally, and with more dccifi.ve authority, in their 

beh~lf. 

THE ambaffi1dors were fcnfiblc, that th~.fc reafons 

were not feigned ; and they therefore remonfrr~ltcd with. 

the lcfs vchem2ncc aga! nfl: the meafurcs, which, they 

faw, Henry w:1s det.=rmined to purfue. The States 

k 1 1 1 f . ,., d . 
new, t11at t11at It.1onarc,1 was mtererte never to perm1t 

their final ruin ; and having received private a:!Iurances, 

that he vvoulcl frill, n;:>twithfbnJing the peace, give them 

aiiifl:ance both of men ancl money, t~1cy were well pleafed 

to remain on terms of amity ·with him. His greateft 

concern w:1s to give fatisfaction to ElizaL~th for this. 

breach of trcc.ty. He had a cordial efl:eem for that prin

cefs, a fympathy ~ of mann~rs, and a gratitude for the 

extrJ.ordinary favo~rs, which he had received from her,. 

~7 during 
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during his greatefl: difficulties : And he ufed every expe- C H A P. 
. xun. 

client to apologize and atm e for that mcafure, wh1ch 1....---...---J 

neceffity extorted from him. But as Spain refufed to 159&. 

treat with the Dutch as a free fl:ate, and Elizabeth 

would not ncgociate without her ally, Henry found Peace flf 

h . r. lf bl. d 1 d V • V~:rvins 
liDJC o 1ge to cone u e, at ervms, a feiJar~te peace, · 

by which he recovered poffeffion of a11 the places feized 

by Spain during the courfe of the civil w:~rs, and pro-

cured to himfelf leifure to purfue the domeflic fettlement 

of his kingdom. His capacity for the arts of peace was 

not inferior to his military talents; and, in a little time, · 

by his frugality, order, and wife government, he raifed 

France, from the defolation and mifery, in which !he 

was involved, to a more flourifhing condition than fhe 

had ever before enjoyed. 

THE queen knew, that !he could alfo, whenever fhe 

pleafed, finiili the war on equitable terms ; and that 

Philip, having no claims upon her, would be glad to 

free himfelf from an enemy, who had foiled him in 

every conteft, and who ftill had it fo much in her power 

to make him feel the weight of her arms. Some of her 

wifc:fi: counfellors, particularly the treafurer, ac.hifed her 

to embrace pacific meafures; and fct before her the ad

vantages of tranquillity, fecurity, and frugality, as more 

confiderable than any fuccefs, which could attend the 

greate:fi: viGl:orics. But th2t high-fpirited prince1s,. though 

at firfl: averfe to war, feemed now to h<i.ve attained fud1 

an afcendant over the enemy, that :fhe was um~rilling to 

:fl:op the courfe of her profperous fortune. She con

fidered, that her fituation and her paft victories had 

given her entire fecurity againfi any dangerous inva!i(m; 

and the war mu:l1 henceforth be condu8:ed by fuddcn 

enterprizes ~nd naval expeditions, in which fne po!F~.fied 

an undoubted fuperiority: That the weak com! it: on of 

Philip in the lndies opened to her the view of ·rhc mail: 

C c 3 defirable 
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c H A P. dcfirable advantag:es; and the yearly return of his trea ... 
XLiff ..... 

~ fure by fea afforded a continual profpetl: of important, 

1 593• though more temporary, fucceffes : That, after his peace 

with France, if fhe alfo fhould confent to an accommo..

dation, he would be able to turn his whole force againfl: 

the revolted provinces of the Netherlands, which, though 

they had furprifingly encrcafed their power by com

merce and good government, were frill unable, if not fup

ported by their confederates, to maintain war againfr fo 

potent a monarch : And that as her defence of that com

monweath was the original ground of the quarrel, it was 

unfafe, as well as difhonourable, to abandon its caufe, 

till !he had placed it in a frate of greater fecur1ty. 

THESE reafons were frequently inculcated on her by 

the earl of Effex, whofe paffion for glory, as well as his 

milit<L y talrnts, made him earneftly defire the continu

ance of that war, fr-om which 1 ~ ~ .. petted to reap fo mu'ch 

The earl of advantage and diftir..B:ion. The rivalH!ip between this 

~ifq~. noblet".nan and lord B!lrle;gn made each of them infifi: the 

more frrcnuout1y on h~s own cotmfel; but as Effex's perfon 

was agreeable to the qu ~en, as w -11 as his advice con.,. 

formable to her inclinat'ons, the favourite feemed daily 

to acquire ?...:1 2fc~ndant over the mini:fier. Had he been 

endowed w;th C(;'ltion 41 .d fc1f-command, equal to hi~ 

fhining qvalities, he woulJ have fo rivetted himfelf in the 

queen's con[ lcnre, that none of his enemies had ever 

bc~n able to i.dpe" h hi" cred i . L t his lofty fpirit could 

_ill fu bmit to t1 at >n l:::it defetence, which her temper 

required, an : '.'7Lich fhe had ever been accufl:omed to re., 

ceive from all her fubjc8:s. Being once engaged in a dif

pute with her about the choice of a governor for Ireland, 

he was fo heated 1 . .t the argument, that he e1v.tirely forgot 

the rules both of duty and civility; and turned his back 

11pon her in a contemptuous manner. Her anger, na .. 

~urally prompt anq violent, rofe a~ this provocation ; and 
' . .. . 111~ 
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the in!tantly gave him a box on the ear; addinG' a paf- C H A P. 

fi 
~r r . d h. . . o XLUI. 

10nate expremon, mtte to lS Impertmence. Inftead 1--.r-J 

of recollecting himfelf, and making the fubmiffions due to 1 598. 

her fcx and fration, he clapped his hand to his fword, and 

fwore he would not bear fuch ufage, were it from Henry 

VIII. himfelf; and, in a great p::1ffion, he immediately 

withdrew from court. Egerton, the chancellor, who 

loved Effex, exhorted him to repair his indifcretion by 

proper acknowledgments ; and entreated him not to give 

that triumph to his enemies, that affiitl:ion to his friends, 

which mu:fl: enfue from his fupporting a contefi: with 

his fovereign, and deferting the fervice of his country: 

But E1tex was d~cp1y frung with the difhonour, which 

he had received; and feemed to think, that an infult, 

which might be pardoned in a woman, was become a 

mortal affront when it came from his fovereign. " If 

" the vile:fl: of all indignities," faid he, " is done me, 

" does religion enforce me to fue for pardon? Doth God 

" require it? Is it impiety not to do it? Why? Cannot 

" princes err? Cannot fubjects receive wrong? Is an 

" earthly power infinite? Pardon me, my lord, I can 

" never fubfcribe to thefe principles. Let Solomon's 

" fool laugh when he is :fl:ricken; let thofe that mean to 

" make their profit of princes, !hew no fenfe of princes' 

" injuries : Let them acknowledge an infinite abfolutc

" nefs on earth, that do not believe an abfolute Infinite

" nefs in heaven:" (alluding, probably, t? the charaCter 

and conduCt of Sir Waiter Ralcigh, who lay under the 

reproach of impiety. " As for me," continued he, " I 

" have received wrong, I feel it : My caufe is good, I 

" know ' it; and whatfoever happens, all the powers 

" on earth can never exert more :fl:rength and confiancy 

" in opprciling, than I can lhcw in fuffcring every 

" thing that can or fhall be impofed upon me. Your 

" lordihip, in the beginning of your letter, makes m~ 
c c 4 " a p1 a rer . 



C f-I A P. " 
XLIH. 

~....-..t'' 
lj98· " 

HI S T 0 R Y 0 F E ~ G L AN D. 

a player, and yourfelf a looker on : And me a player of 

my own game, fo you may fee more than I: But give 
me leave to tell you, that fincc yo 1 do but fee, and I 

" do fuifer, I mufi: of ncceffity feel mor~ than you d." 
:rH:rs fpirited letter was thovtn by Effcx to his friends; 

and they were fo imprudent as to difperfe copies of it~ 
Yet notwithHandin::; this additional provocation, the 
que~n's parti~lity was fo prevalent, that the reinfi:ated 
him in his for>mer favour; and her kindnefs to _him ap ... 
pcared rather to have acquire<l new force from this thort 
interval of anger and refentment. The death of Burleigh, 
his ant1gonifr, which happened about he fame time, 
feemcd to cnfure him confi:ant pofleffion of the queen's 
confidence ; and nothing indeed but his o :vn indifcretion 

could thenceforth have :lhakcn Lis w 11-eftablifhed credit. 
Lord Burlcigh died in an ad\-anccd age; and by a rare 
fortune, was equally regretted by his fovcreign and the 
people. He had rifen gradually, from fmall beginnings, 
by the mere force of merit; and though his authority 
was ne rer entirely abfolute, or uncontrouled with the 

queen, he wa3 frill, during the courfe of near forty 
years, r garded as her p ·incipal minifl:er. None of her 
ot c r inclinations or dLtl:ions could ever overcome her 
cot..fidcnce in fo ufcful a counfellor; and as he had had 
th-:: gcncrofity or good fen fe to pay affid uous court to her, 
during her fifier's reign, when it \vas da.ngerous to appear 
h-:- friend, fhe thqught herfr:lf bound in gratitude, when 
{h~ mounted the t 1•·onc, to p.:d"t·:e1·c in her attachments 
t0 him. He iccms not to h::-..' c poff.::!f~d any fhining 
talents of add:rfs, c!oqu n~<:.', or imagination; and was 
c:1i .. fl/ diiLin.:;uiih 'd l y fo1idity of underfranding, probity 
of m.mncrs, a'1u indef:1tigable app!ication in bpfinefs: 
Virtues, wh:ch, if th.::y uo not .l ~ ays enable a man to 
r ttain high ftation.) do certainly q~alify h!m bcft for filling 

d S;:e n te [IIJ a· the end of the volume, 
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them. Of all the q ueen's minifl:ers he alone left a con:fi- c H A P • 
. d bl c h' ft . .c • d XLlH. era e 10rtune to IS po enty; a~ 10rtune not acqlllre '--v--J 

by l;'apine or oppreffion, but gained by the regular profits 1598. 

of his offices, and preferved by frugality. 

'rHE lafr aCt of this able minifrcr was the concluding 8th. Aug. 

of a new treaty with the Dutch; who, after being, in fome 

· meafure, deferted by the king of France, were glad to 

preferve the queen's alliance, by fubmitting to any terms 
which fhe p1eafed to require of them. The debt, which 

they owed her, was now fettled at eight hundred thoufand 
pounds: Of this fum they agreed . to pay, during the war, 

thirty thoufand pounds a-year; and thefe payments were 
to continue till four hundred thoufand pounds of the debt 

ihould be extinguilhed. They engaged alfo, during the 

time that England !hould continue the war with Spain, 

to pay the garrifon of the cautionary towns. They fri
pulated, that, if Spain fhould invade England, or the 

Ifle of Wight, or Jerfcy, or Scilly, they fhould affiil: 

her with a body of five thoufand foot, and five hundred 

horfe ; and that in cafe fhc undertook any naval arma

ment againfr Spain, they fhould join an equal number 

of fhips to hers~. By this treaty the queen was eafed 

of an annual charge of an hundred and twenty tl10ufand 

pounds. 

SooN after the death of Burleigh, the queen, who 

regretted extremely the lofs of fo wife and faithful a mini

iter, was informed of the death of her capital enemy, 

Philip II. who, after languifhing under many infirmi~ies, 

expired in an advanced age at .r-,1adrid. This haughty 

prince, defirous of an accommodation with his revolted 

fnbjetl:s in the Netherlands, but difJaining to make in his 

own name the conceilions requi:flte for: that purpofe, had 

transferred to his daughter, married to archduke Albcrt, 

e Rymer, vol. xvi, P· 340. 

the 
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c H A P. the property of the Low Country provinces ; but as it 
~was not expeCl:ed, that this princefs could have po:llerity, 

1598. and as the revedion, on failure of her i:ffue, was frill 
referved to the crown of Spain, the States confidered this M 

deed on] y as the change of a name, and they perfilled 
with equal ob:llinacy in their refifl:an.ce to the Spanilh 

arms. The other powers alfo of Europe made no diftinc-
tion between the courts of Bru:ffels and Madrid ; and the 
fecret oppo:fition of France, as well as the avowed efforts 

of England, continued to operate againft the progrefs of 
Albext, as it had done againft that of Philip. 
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CHAP. XLIV. 

$/ate of Ireland-.c.I)rone's· rebellion--E.f!ex Jent. 

over to Ireland-- His ill fuccefs --Returns to 

England-. -Is difgraced--His intrigues-
His infurrettion--. His trial and executio11-

-French affairs--!Vlountjoy's fuccefs in !re

land--Defeat of the Spaniards and Irifh--A 

parliament- :I)'rone's fubmij}ion -- §}Jteen's 

jicknefs--And death--And character. 

3QS 

T H 0 U G H the dominion of the Englifh over Ire- c H A P. 

land had been e:ftablifhed above four centuries, it~ 
may fafely be affirmed, that their authority had hitherto 1599. 

been little more than nominal. The Irifh princes and State of lre.

nobles, divided among themfelves, readily paid the exte- land. 

rior marks of obeifance to a power which they were not 
;:tble to refift; but, as no durab)e force was ever keeped 
on foot to retain them in their duty, they relapfed frill 
into their former ftate of independance. Too weak tq 

introduce order and obedience among the rude inhabi-
tants, the Englifh authority was yet fufficient to check 
the growth of any enterprizing genius among the natives: 
1\.nd though it could beftow no true form of civil gover-n-
ment, it was able to prevent the rife of any fuch form, 
from the internal combination or policy of the Iri!h ll • . 

MosT of the Engliih infritutions likewife, by which 
that ifland was governed, were to the lafr degree abfurd, 
and fuch as no fiate before had ever thought of, for pre
ferving dominion over its conquered province~. 

~ Sir ]1 Davies, p 5, 6, 7, & ! 
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hich they converted to their own profit. Separate ju- c H A • 

. r_t· n. d . . 1" . fl bl".tt.. d b XtlV ~ rautuJons an pnnctpa 1t1cs were ena uuc y thefe \,.,...io'"" 

lordly conquerors : The power of peace and war ' as I5S9· 

aflumcd : Military law was exercifcd over the lrifh, 

wh m they fubdued, and, by degrees, over the Eng!ifh, 

by whofe affifiance they conquered : And, after their au

thority had once taken root, deeming the Engl iili infl:i

tutions lefs favourable to barbarous dominion, they 

degenerated into mere Irifh, and abandoned the garb., 

language, manners, and laws of their native country c. 

BY ttll this imprudent condutl: of England, the n£~.tives 

of its dependant Hate remained frill in that abjetl: condi

tion, into wh!ch the nortrern and wefrern parts of Eu

rope were funk, before they received civility and flavery 

from the refined policy ~nd irrdifrible bravery of Rome. 

Even at the end of the fixtcenth century, when every 

chrifiian nation was cul ivating with ardour every ci·;il 

art of lif~, that ifland, lying in a tcGJperatc cEmatc, . 

enjoying a fertile foil, ace-Bible in its fituat!on, pofTefisd 

of innumerable harbours, was frill, notwithHanoing theie 

advantages, inhabited by a people, whofe cuftoms and 
manners approached nearer thofe of favagcs than of bar .. 

barians n. 

As the rudenefs and ignorance of the Iri{h was ex

treme, they were fun c below the reach of that curiofity 

and love of novelty, by which every other people in Eu
rope haa been fcized at the beginning of that century, 

and which had engaged th~m in innov~tio s and r libious 

clifputes, wi'-1 which they were frill fo violently agitated. 

'I'he ancient fupcrfrition, the pr.:&ices and obfervances 

of their f.lthers, nling1ed and po1lut~d with many wild 

)inions, fi:ill m:::intained an unfhakcn empire over them; 

and the e:Xample al.on~ of t e Englifh \ . .as fufficient to 

c Sir J. Davies, p. J 3 j, l H' &c. 
el.and, throughout, 

d S e Spe1 ce 's account of 

rend r 



H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N 0. 

c .J!'Lfv..P· render the reformation odious to the prejudiced and dif ... 
~contented Irifh. 'I'he old oppofition of manners, laws, 

l59 9• and interefts was now inflamed by religious antipathy; 
and the fubduing and civilizing of that country feemed to 
become every day more difficult and more impraCticable. 

THE animofity againft the Englifh was carried fo far 
by the Irilh, that, in an infurrctl:ion, raifed by two fons 
of the earl of Clanricarde, they put to the fword all the 
inhabitants of the town of Athenry, though Irifh; be
caufe they began to conform themfelves to Englifh cuf
toms and inftitutions, and had embraced a more cultivated 
and civilized form of life, than had been praEt:ifed by their 
barbarous anceftors d. 

THE ufual revenue of Ireland amounted only to fix 
thoufand pounds a-year e : The queen, though with 
much repining f, commonly added twfnty thoufand more, 
which fue remitted from England: And with this fmall 
revenue, a body of a thoufand men was fupported, which, 
oo extraordinary emergencies, was augmented to two 
thoufand g. No wonder that a force, fo difproportioned 
to the objeCt:, infiead of fubduing a mutinous kingdom, 
ferved rather to provoke the natives, and to excite thofe 
frequent infurretl:ions and rebellions, which frill farther 
inflamed the animofity between the two nations, and en
treafed the barbarity and diforders, to which the Irifh 
were naturally fubjeEt:. 

IN I s6o, Shan O'N eale, or the great O'N eale, as the 
lrifh called him, becaufe head of that potent clan, raifed 
a rebellion in Ulfl::er ; but after fome fk.irmifhes, he was 
received into favour, upon his fubmiffion, and his pro ... 
mife of a more dutiful beh~viour for the future h. This 
impunity tempted him to undertake a new infurrection in 

.:1 Camden, p. 457• e Memo"rs ~f thr Sidneys, Y01. i. p. 86. 
f Cox, p. 342. Sidney, vol. i. p. 8 5, z.oo. g Cam den, -p. 54~· 

Sidney1 vol. i. p. 65, 109, 183, 184. h Camden, p. 385, 39l· 
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1567; but being pu!hed by Sir Henry Sidney, lord de-C H A P. 

puty, he retreated into Clandeboy, and rather than fub-~~ 
mit to the Engli!h, he put himfelf into the hands of fome 1599. 

Scottiih iflanders, who commonly infefted thofe parts by 

their incurftons. T'he Scots, who retained a quarrel 

againfi: him on account of former injuries, violated the 

laws of hofpitality, and murdered him at a feH:ival, to 

which they had invited him. He was a man equally 

noted for his pride, his violence, his debaucheries, and 

his hatred of the Engli!h nation. He is faid to have put 

fome of his followers to death, becaufe they endeavoured 

to introduce the ufe of bread after the Englilh falhion i. 

Though fo violent an enemy to luxury, he was extremely 
addicted to riot ; and was accuftomed, after his intem-

perance had thrown him into a fever, to plunge his body 

into mire, that he might allay the flame, which he had 

raifed by former exceffes k. Such was the life led by this 

haughty barbarian, who fcorned the title of earl of 

Tyrone, which Elizabeth intended to have reftored to 

him, and who affumed the rank and appellation of king of 

Ulil:er. He ufed alfo to fay, that, though the queen was 

his fovereign lady, he never made peace with her but at 

her feeking '· 
SIR HENRY SIPNEY wa:s one of the wifeft and moft 

active governors that Ireland had enjoyed for feveral 

-,.eigns m ; and he poffeffed his authority eleven years; 

during which time, he ftruggled with many difficulties, 

and made fom~ progrefs in repreffing thofe diforders, 

which had become invetera-te among that people. 'l'he 

earl of Defmond, in rs69, gave him difrurbance, from 
the hereditary animofity, which prevailed between that 

noblep1an and the earl of Ormond, defcended from the 

only family, eftablilhed in Ireland, that had ibddily .. 

1 Camden, p. 409. 
l lbid, p. 3H• 

k Ibid. p. 409. Cox, p. 324. 

m Cox, P• 3 50• 
maintained 
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C H A P. maintained its loyalty to the Englifh crown n. The cad TLJV. . . c --·-..J of Thomond, in 1570, attempted a rebellwn m on-
l599· naught, but w~s o' liged to fly into France, before hi> 

de1, ns were ripe for cxecut"on. Stukeley, another fugi .. 
• tive, ~:)und fu_h credit with the pope, Grcgory the XIIIth, 

that 1 e £:1ttered his 10lincfs with the profp a of making 
his n hew~ uon Compagno, king of Ireland ; and as 
if thi projeCt n· u .. .i. ?.dy taken effccr, he accepteJ tl 
ti ·le of m2rquifs of Lc:nfl:er from the n..:w fc crcign o, 

I paffed next into 0 pain; and after h.tving received 
much encoura e;ne t ~nd great re\vard from Philip, 
who inte1 ed to employ 1i as an in run..,, 1t i11 difiurb
ing queen Elizabeth, he was fet!nd to p C....~ too little 
·ntereft for executing thofe h:gh promift.s, ...,, h:ch he had 
made to th"t mor:z.rch. He retir d int0 Portu6a1; and 
following the fortunes of Don Seba.fl:ian, he pcrillicd with 
that gal1ant prince il 1is bold but Uitfortunate expediti01 
againfi: the Moors. 

LoRD GRAY fucceedcd Si ney in the government of 
Ireland; and, in IS/9, fuppreffi 1 a .nev: rcb .... llion of the 
arl of D finond, tho 1gh fupported 1 y a body of S11a ... 

niards ~n Itali::ms. The rebellion o · the Bourks fol
_lowed a few _rears after; occaf1r net by the frriB: and 

quitable adminifhation of Sir Richard Bingham, gover
nor of Conna· g· t, w •• o end avoured to repr !s the 
tyrat ny oft 1e chieftains o er heir vafTa s "'. 1 he q 1een, 
finding Ireland fo burth ... n.ome to her, tried feveral e.·
pedients for reducing it to a frate of breater order and 
fubmiffion. She enco· raged the ea 1 of Effex, father to 
th·1t noblema , who w:.1s afterwcrus her f:wourite, t 
attempt the· fu cluing and planting of Clandc oy, Ferny, 
and other territories, part of feme late forfeitur .s: But 
that entcrprizc proved unfortu 1atc ; and Eir x ied of a 

n Camden, p. 424. 
P Stowe, p. 7'lO. 

" lbid, p. 430, Cox, p. 354; 

I clifiempcr, 
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'difiemper, occafioned, as is fuppofed, by the vexation, c B t\ P. 

which he had conceived, from his difappointments. An 1 XL,..nt~ 
trniverfity was founded in Dublin with a view of intra... 1599• 

rlucing arts and learning into that kingdom, and civiliz-
ing the uncultivated manners of the inhabitants q. But 

the mofi: unhappy expedient, employed in the government 

of Ireland, was that made ufe of in 158s, by S r John 

Perrot, at that time lord deputy: He put arms into the 

hands of the Iriih inhabitants of Ulfter, in order to .... nable 

them, without the affifiance of the government, to rcprefs 

the incurfions of the Scottifh iflanders; by which thefe 
parts were much infefted r. At the fame time, the invi-

tations of Philip, joined to their zeal foi the catholic 

religion, engaged many of the gentry to ferve in the Low 

Country wars; and thus Ireland, being provided both 

with officers and foldiers, with difcipline and arms, be-

came formidable to the Englifh, and was thenceforth 

able to maintain a more regular war againfi her anc1ent 

mafi:ers. 
HuGH O'NEALE, nephew to Shan 0'!-J"ealc, had 1'yrone'g 

. . rebdl!Ono 
been raifed by the queen to the d1gmty of earl of Tyrone; 

but having murdered his coufin, [on of that rebel, and 

being acknowledged head of his clan, he preferred the 

pride of barbarous licence and dominion to the pleafures 

of opulence and tranquillity, and he fomented all thofe 

diforders, by which he hoped to weaken or overturn the 

Engliih government. He was noted for the vices of per-

fidy and cruelty, fo common among uncultivated nations; 

and was alfo eminent for courage, a vu·tue, whKh their 

cliiorderly courfc of Jife requires, and which notwith

il:anding, b~ing lcfs fupported by the pr:nciple of honour, 
is commonly more precarious among them, than ar:1ong 

a civilized people. Tyrone, a8.:uated by this fp :rit, 

fccretly fomented the difcontents of d~e Maguires, Odon-

q Camden, p. 566. r Nantan's Fr~gmcnta Regalia, p. 103. 

. VoL. V. D d ncl s 
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c H A P, ncls, O'Rour s, M:1cmahons, and other rebels; yet 
~ trufiing to the influence of his deceitful oaths and pro-

l599· feffions, he put himfelf into the hands of Sir William 

Ruffel, who, in the year I 594, w~s fent over deputy 
into Ireland. Contrary to the advice and protefiation of 
Sir Henry Bagnal, marfhal of the army, he was difmiffed; 
and rctu~ning to his own country, he embraced the refo
]ution of raifing an open rebellion, and of relying no 

longer on the lenity or inexperience of the Englifh go
vernment. He entered into a correfpondence with Spain:. 

He procured thence a fupply of arms and ammunition:. 

And having united all the Irifu chieftains in a dependance 
upon himfclf, he began to be regarded as a formidable 

enemy. 
THE native Irifh were fo mifcrably poor,. that their 

t.ountry afforded few other commodities but cattle and 

oatmeal, which were eafily dcfi:royed or driven away on 
the approach of the enemy ; and as Elizabeth was averfc 
to the expence .rcquifite for fupporting her armies, the 

Englifh found much difficulty in pulhing their advan-
agcs, and in purfuing the rebels in o the bogs, woods,. 

and other f::litndfes, to which they retreated. Thefe 
motives rendered Sir John Norris,_ who commanded the 
Englifh army, the more willing to hearken to any pro

pofals of truce or accommodation made him by Tyrone ; 
and after the war was fpun out by thefe artifices for fome 

years, th• t gallant Englifhm:m, finding that he had been 
deceived by treacherous promifes, and that he had per

formed 11othing worthy of his ancient reputation, was 
fdzed with a langt ifhing difiemper, and died of vexation 
?nd difcontent. Sir Henry Bagnal, who fuccecded him 
in t 1e command, was frill more unfortunate. As he ad

va 1ceu to relieve the fort of Black-water, beficged by the 
r bels, he was furrounded in difadvantageous ground;. 
his foldicr·, difcouragcd by patt of their powder's acci-

dcntallr 
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dentally taJ.ring fire, were put to flight; and, though the C H A P. 
XLIV. purfuit was flopped by Montacute, who commanded the ···t'-v~......,, 

Englilh horfe, fifteen hundred men, together with the BS9• 
general himfelf, were left dead upon the fpot. This 
viCtory, fo unufual to the Irifu, mightily raifcd their fpi-
rits, fupplied them with arms and ammunition, and 
raifed the reputation of 1"'yrone, who affumed the cha-
raCter of the deliverer of his country, and patron of Irifu 
liberty s. 

THE Englilh council were now fenfible, that the re
bellion of Ireland was come to a dangerous head, and 
that the former temporizing arts, of granting truces and 
pacifications to the rebels, and of allowing them to pur .. 
·chafe pardons by refigning part of the plunder, acquired 
-during their infurreCtion, ferved only to encourage the 
fpirit of mutiny and diforder among them. It was there
fore refolved to pufh the war by more vigorous meafures ; 
'and the queen cafi her eye on Charles Blount, lord 
Mountjoy; as a man, who, though hitherto lefs accuf
tomed to arms than to liooks and literature, was endowed, 
fhe thought, with talents equal to that undertaking. 
But the young earl of Effcx, ambitious of glory, and 
defirous of obtaining this government for himfelf, op
.pofed the choice of Mountjoy; and reprefented the ne
ceffity of appointing, for that important employment, 
fome perfon more experienced in war than this nobleman, 
more praB:ifed in bufinefs, and of higher quality and 
reputation. By this defcription, he was underfiood to 
meap himfelf t ; and no fooner was his defire known, to 
to be poffeffed of that government, than his enemies, 
even more zealoufiy than his friends, confpired to gra
tify his willies. Many of his friends thought, that he 
never ought to confent, except for a fu.ort time, to ac
tept of employments, which mufi remove him from 

t Bacon, vol,iv. P•5lZ• 

:Odz ~ourt., 



HI S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 

c ;:~...f\, :· court, and prevent him from cultivating that perfona1 

'--v---1 inclination, which the queen fo vifibly bore him u. His 

1 5~9· enemies hoped, that, if by his -ab fence, ihe had once 

leifure to forget the charms of his perfon and converfa

tion, his impatient and lofty demeanor would foon dif

gu£1: a princefs, who ufually exacted fuch profound fub

miffion and implicit obedience from all her fcrvants. 

But Effex was incapable of entering into fuch cautious 

views; and even Elizabeth, who was extremely defirou~ 

of fuhduing the Iriih rebels, and who was much prepof

feffed in favour of Effex's genius, readily agreed to ap

point him governor of Ireland, under the title of lord 

Etr.:x fent lieutenant. The more to encourage him in his under
o ve r to Ire• 
land. taking, ihe granted him by his patent more extenfive 

authority than had ever before been conferred on any 

lieutenant; the power of carrying on or finiihing the war 

as he pleafcd, of pardoning the rebels, and of filling all 

the mofr confiderable employment~ of the kingdom "· 

And to enfure him of fuccefs, ihe levied a numerous army 

of fixteen thoufand foot and thirteen hundred horfe, 

which the afterwards augmented to twenty thoufand 

foot and two thoufand horfe: A force, which, it was 

.apprehended, would he able, .in one campaign, to over

whelm the rebels, and make an entire conquefi: of Ireland. 

Nor did Effex's enemies, the earl of Nottingham, Si·r Ro

bcrt Cecil, Sir Waiter Raleigh, and lord Cobham, throw 

any obfracles in the way of thefe preparations ; but hoped, 

that the higher the queen's expectations of fuccefs were 

raifed,. the more difficult it would be for the event to 

correfpond· to them. In a like view, they rather fecond.ed 

than opp·ofed1 thofe exalted encomiums, which Eflex's 

numerous and fanguine friends difperfed, of his high 

genius, of his elegant endowments, his heroic cou

rage, his unbounded generofity, and his noble birth; nor 

11 Calhb, p. 79•' x Ryrmr, tom'. xvi. p. 366. 
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were they difpleafed to obferve that paffionatc fondnefs, c H ·" P. 

which the people every where expreifed for this nobleman.~ 
Thefe artful politicians had fiudied his character; and 1599. 

finding, that his open and undaunted fpirit, if taught 
temper and referve from oppofition, mull: become invin-
cible, they refolved rather to give full breath to thof~ 

fails, which were already too much expanded, ancl to 
pufn him upon dangers, of which he f.:emed to make 
fuch fmall account r. And the better to make ad van-
tage of his indifcretions, fpies were fet upon all his 
aCtions and even expreffions; and his vehement fpirit, 
which, while he was in the midft of the court and cnvi-
roncd by his rivals, was unacquainted with difguife, 
could not fail, after he thought himfelf furrounded by 
none but friends, to give a pretence for malignant fufpi-
dons and confiruB:ions, . 

EssEx lett London In the month of March, attended 
by the acclamations of the populace; and what did him 
more honour, accompanied by a 11umerous train of nobi
lity and gentry, who, from affection to his perfon, had 
attached themfelves to his fqrtunes, and fought fame and 
military experience under fo renowned a commander. 
The fir.il: act of authority, which he exercifcd, after his 
arrival in Ireland, was an indifcretion, but of the gene
rous kind ; and in both thefe refpeCl:s, fuitablc to his 
charaCl:er. He appointed his intimate friend, the earl of 
Southampton, general of the horfe; a nobleman, who 
had incurred the queen's difpleafure, by fecrctly marrying 
without her confent, and whom fhe had therefo.rc Ct)joincd 
Effex not to employ i~1 any comma~1d under him. She 
no fooncr heard of this infi:ance of difobedience than fhe 
reprimanded him, and ordered him to recal his commif
fion to Southampton. Bu.t Eifex, who had ima;;ined, 
that feme reafo_ns, whid1 ~e o.ppo(ed to her firfi: injunc-: 

1 Camden. Ofb~rne, p. 371~ 
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c H A. P. tions, had convinced her, had the imprudence to remon~ 
XLIV. 11 ' • '11 , ~ nrate againfl: thefe fecond orders z; and 1t was not t1 
1599. :lhe reiterated her commands, that he could be prevailed 

on to difplace his friend. 

His ill fuc- EssEx, on his landing at Dublin, had deliberated with 
cefs, the Iriih council, concerning the proper methods of 

carrying on the war againfl: the rebels ; and here he was 
guilty of a capital error, which was the ruin of his en
terprize. He had always, while in England, blamed 
the conduct of forme1 commanders, who artfully pro
tracted the w.1r, who haraffed their troops in fmal en
terprizes, nd who, by agreeing to truces and temporary 
pacificat;o11 with the rebels, had given them leifure to 
recruit their broken forces a. In conformity to thefe 
views, he had ever infifl:ed upon leading his forces imme
diately into Ulfl:er againfr Tyrone, the chief enemy; 
and his infl:ruB:ions had. been drawn agreeably to thefe 
his declared intentions and rcfolutions. But the Iriih 
counfe lors perfuadea him, that the feafon was too early 
for the enterprize, and that, as the moraffes, in which 
the northern Iriih ufually fheltered thcmfelves, would 
not, as yet, be paffable to the Engliih forces, it would 
be better to employ the prefcnt time in an expedition into 
Munfl:cr. Their fecret reafon for this advice was, that 
many of them poffeffed efiates in that province, and were 
defirous to have the enemy diflodged from their neigh
bourhood b: But the fame felfifh fpirit, which had in
duced them to give this counfel, made them foon after 
difown it, when they found the bad confequences, with 
which it was attended c. 

EssEx obliged all the rebels of Munfl:er either to fub
mit or to By into the neighbouring provinces: But as 

z Bil'ch's Memoirs, vol. ii, p. 42.1, 451• a Ibid. p. 431. Bacon, 
'fOl. iv. p. 5 u. b Birch's Memoirs, vol. ii, p. 448. c Win• 
'vood1 vol, i, p. J 40, 
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the Irifh, from the greatnefs of the queen's preparations, c H A P. 

had concluded, that :lhe intended to reduce them to total~ 
fubjeB:ion, or even utterly to exterminate them, they con- 1599• 

fidered their defence as a CGmmon caufe ; and the Eng1ifh 

forces were no fooner withdrawn, than the inhabitants of 

Munficr relapfed into rebellion, and renewed their con-

federacy with their other countrymen. The army, mean-

while, by the fatigue of long and tedious marches, and by 

the infllience of the climate, was become fickly; and on 

its return t0 Dublin, about the middle of July, was 

furprizingly diminifhed in number. The courage of the 

foldiers was even much abated : For though they had 

prevailed in fome leffer cnterprizes, again:fl: lord Cahir 

and others; yet had they (ometimes met with more flout 

relifiance than they expected from the Iri:lh, whom they 

were wont to defpife; and as they were raw troops and 

unexperienced, a confiderable body of them had been put 

to flight at the Glins, by an ir-.ferior number of the ene-

my. Effex was fo enraged at this miib~haviour, that 

he Cafhiered all th~ officers, and decimated the pri V cltC 

men d. But this infiance of feverity, though neceffiu-y, 

had intimidated the foldier:;, and enc.::eaicd their avcrfion 

to the prefef.lt fervicc. 

THE queen was extremely difgufl:cd, \vhen lhe heard, 

that fq confiderable a part of the feafon was confumed in 

thefe frivolous enterprizes ; and v>"as frill more fUiprized, 

that Effex perfevereJ in th~ fame prad:i<;e, which he h d 

fo much condemned in others, and which he knew to be 

fo much contrary to her purpofe and intention. Th.1t 

nobleman, in order to give his troops lcifure to recruit 

from their ficknefs and fatigue, left the mai!1 army in 

quart~rs, and marched with a fmall body, of fifteen 

hundred men, into the county of Ophelie againft the 

:{YConnors an:l 0' .. 1ores, v".hom he forced to a fubmif-

cl Cox, p. 4li• 
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C H A P. fion : But, on his return to Dublin, he found the army XLIV. . 
'---.r--' fo extrcn,1cly diminiih.ed, that h_e wrote to the Englifu 

1 5~9· council an account of its condition., and informed them~ 
that, if he did not immediately rec~ive a reinforcement 
of two thoufand men, it would be impoffible for him this 
feafon to attempt any thing againil: Tyrone. That there 
might be no prcten.ce for farther inaB:ivity, the queen 
immediately fent over the number dem~n~ed c ~ and 
EtTex began at lail: to a[emble his fQrces fa; the expedi
tion into Ulfier. The army was fo averfe to this enter~ 
prize, and fo terrified with the reputation of Tyrone, 
that many of them counterfeited fi.ck.pefs., many of them 
defe(ted ' ; and E{fex found, th,at, after lea,ving t~e nece(
fary garrifons, J1e could fcarcely le~d four thoufand men 
againil: the rebels. fie J.11arched, however, with thi~ 

fmall army; but w.as foon (cnf1blc, that, in fo adyanced 
a feafon, it would b~ irnpoffible for him to effetl:uate at:Iy 
thing againfr an enemy, who, though fuperior in num; 
ber, was determined to avoid every decifive action. He 
hearken~d therefore, to a n:c:ffage fent hiw by Tyrone, 
who defired a conference; and a place, near the two 
camps, was appointed for that p1,1rpofe. The generals 
met without any of their att~ndant~, and a {iver ran be,
tween them, i1~to which Tyro.qe entered, to the depth of 
his facldle: But E:ffex ftood on th,e oppofite ba~k. After 
half an hour's conference, \vhere Tyrone behaved with 
great fubmiilion and re:-pect to th~ lord lieutenant, a cef
fation of arms was concluded to the fid1: of May, renew
able from fix weeks to fix weeks; but which might by 
broken ofF by either party upon a fortnight's warning g. 

E:ffex alfo received from 'T'yro1,1c propofals for a pe~ce~ 
in which that rebel had infcrted many qnreafonable and 
exorbitant conditions : And there ap.peared afterwards 

~ · Birch's Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 439• Cox, P• 421. f Sydney's 
Letters, vQI, ii, p. 111, IlJ• 1?: Ibi~. P• us, 

fome 



ELIZABETH. 

fome rcafon to fufpe&, that he had here commenced a c H A P. 
XLlV. 

ycry unjufiifiable correfpondence with the enemy h. ~ 

So unexpeCl:eq £J.n ifl.ue of an enterprize, the greateft I599· 

and moft expenfiye that Eli~abeth had ever undertaken, 

provoked her extremely againft Effex ; and this difguft 

was m-qch augmented by other circumftances of that 

pobleman's conduct He wrote mapy letters to the 

queen and council, f~ll qf peevi£4 and impatient expref-

:lions; complaining of his enemies, lamenting that their 

~alumnies fhould be believed againft him, and difco-

vering fymptoms of a mind,' equally haughty and difcon--: 

tented. She took care to inform him of her diifatisfac-

tion; but commanded him to remain in Irelapd till far-
• , :, , •, I , , , 1 

ther orders,. 

EssEx heard at once of Elizabeth's anger, and of the 

promotion of his enemy, Sir Robert Cecil, to the office 

of mafter of the wards, an office to which he himfelf 

afpired: And dreading, that, if he remained any longer 

abfent, t~e q4ee11 would be totally ~lienated from him, 

~e hafrily embraced a refolutio.q, which, he knew, had 

pnce fucceeded with the earl of Leicefter, the former 

favourite pf Elizabeth. Leicefter, being informed, while 

in the Lqw Countries, that his mifrrefs w~s extremely 

difpleafcd with hi~ conduB:, difobeyed her orders by 

coming over into England ; and havipg pacified her by 

his prefencc, by hi~ aAologies, and by his flattery a~d 

~nfinuation, difappoin~~~ ~11 the ~xpefutions of his ene ... 

~ies i. Eifex, therefore, w~ighing more the ftmilarity Returns te 

of circumfrances than the difference of charaCter between England. 

bimfelr'<l;nd Leicefter, immediately fet o~t for England; 

~nd making fpeedy journeys, he arrived at court before 

11ny one was i11 the leaft apprized of his intentions k. 

Tho~gh bef111earcd with dirt qnd fweat, he haftened u_p 

h Winwood, vol. i. p. P7• State Trials. 
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C fl A P. Hairs to the prefence chamber, thence to the privy-chamXLlV. 
~ her; nor ftopped till he was in the queen~s bed-chamber~ 

1 599• who was newly rifen, and was fitting with her hair about 
her face. He threw himfelf on his knees, kiffed her hand, 
and had fome private conference with her; where he 
was fo gracioufly received, that, on his departure,. he was 
heard to exprefs great fatisfaction, and to thank God, 
that, though he had fuffered much trouble and many 
ftorms abroad,. he found a fweet calm at home 1. 

BuT this placability of Elizabeth was merely the re
fult · of her furprifc, and of the momentary fatisfaClion, 
which fhe felt on the fuddcn and unexpeB:ed appearance 
of her favourite : After fhe had leifure for recolleB:ion~ 
all his faults recurred to her ; and fhe thought it necef
fary,. by fome fevere difcipline, to fubdue that haughty 
and imperious fpirit, who, prefuming on her partiality 
and indulgence, had pretended to domineer in her coun
cils, to cngrofs all her favour, and to a et, in the m oft 
important affairs, without Jegard to her orders and in-

s rlifbl'aced. fhuB:ions. \\Then Effex waited on her in the afternoon, 
he found her extremely altered in her carriage towards 
him : She ordered him to be confined o hi chamber ; 
to be twice examined by the council ; and though his 
anfwers were calm and fubmiffive, ilie comn.itt d him 
to the cufiody of the lord keeper Egerton, and held him 
fcquefiered from all compan:, e · n from th, t of his 
countefs, nor wa v much as the intercourfe of letters 
permitted between them. Ef!ex dropp d many expref
fions of humiliation and forrov:, none of refen . . ~nt : 
He profdfed an entire fubm·. 1011 to the quee will: 
Declared his intention of retiring into the country, and 
of leading thenceforth a private life, remote from courts 
and bufinefs : But though he affected to be fo entirely 
-cured of his afpiring ambition, the v xa ion of this if-

1 s. cneJ's Letters, ·ol. ii. p, IZ-7• 
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appointment, aml of the triumph g<~ined by his enemies, c H A P. 

preyed ..:,on his l1aughty fp1rit, and he fell into a diftem-~ 

per, wh ich feemed to put his life in haz;p·d. 1599. 

THE r ueen had always declared to all the world, and 

even to t~1e earl himfelf, that the purpofe of her feverity 

was to corr.:ct, not to ru in hi·n m; and when fue heard 

of is com'i tion, fue was rwt a little alarmed with the 

danger. She ordered eight phyficians of the beft reputa

tion and experience t confult of his cafe; and being 

informed, that the iffue was much to be apprehended, 

.lhe fcnt Dr. James to him with fome broth, and defired 

that phyfician to deliver him a meffage, which fhc pro

bably deemed of frill greater virtue; that, -if fhe thought 

fuch a ftep confiftent with her honour, fhe would herfelf 

pay him a vifit. The by:fbnders, who carefully ob

ferved her countenance, remarked, that, in pronouncing 

thefe words, her eyes were fuffufed with tears n, 

WHEN thefe fymptoms of the queen's returning af

fection towards Effex were known, they gave a fenfible 

alarm to the faction, which had declared their oppofi

tion to him. Sir Waiter Raleigh, in particular, the moft 

violent as well as the m oil: ambitious of his enemies, was 

fo affected with the appearance of that fudden revolu

tion, that he was feized with ficknefs in his turn; and 

the queen was obliged to apply the fame falve to his 

wound, and to fend him a favourable meffage, cxpreffing 

her de lire of his recovery o. 

THE medicine, which the queen adminiftercd to thefe 

afpiring rivals, was fuccefsful with both ; and Effex, 

being now allowed the company of his countcfs, and 

having entertained more promifing hopes of his future 

fortunes, was fo much re:ftored in his health, as to be 

m Birch's Memoirs, p. 444, 44S• 
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C H A P. thouo-ht paft dano-er. A belief was infufed into Eliza-:r 
XLIV, o 11 o d b . 1 r . V"'\1"'-i beth, that his dinemper ha een enttre y countene1t, m 
.116co. order to move her compaffion P; and fhe relapfed into her 

former rigour againft him. He wrote her a letter, and 
fent her a rich prefent pn New~ Year's day; as was ufual 
among the courtiers of that time : She read the letter, 
but rejeCted the prefent q, After fome interval, however, 
of feverity, fhc allowed him to retire to his own houfe : 
And though he remained frill under cufl:ody, and was fe
quefl:ered from all company, he was fo grateful for this 
mark of lenity, that he fent her a letter of thanks on the 
occafion. " This farther degree of goodnefs, ,, fa id he, 
~' cloth found in my ears, as if your majefty fpake thefe 
" words, Die not, E.ffex; for thougb I punijh thine offence, 
" and humble thee for thy good, yet will I one day be ferved 
~' again by thee. My profi:rate foul makes this anfwer: I 
" bope for that ble.lfed day. And in expeCtation of it, all my 
" af!lietions of body and mind are humbly, patiently, and 
" chearfully borne by me r ." The countefs of Effex, 
daughter of Sir Francis Walfingham, poffeffed, as well as. 
her hu£band, a refined tafl:e in literature; and the chief 
confolation, which E!fex enjoyed, during this , period of 
anxiety and expectation, confifl:ed in her company, and in 
reading with her thofe infl:ruB:ive and entert~ining au
thors, which, even during the time of his greateft pro
fperity, he had never entirely negleB:ed. 

THERE were feveral incidents, which kept alive the 
queen's anger ag:1infr Eflex. Every account, which fhe 
received from Ireland, convinced her more and more of 
his mifconduB: in that government, and of the infigni
ncant purpofes, t9 which he had employed fo much 
force and treafure. Tyrone, fo far from being quelled, 
nad thought proper, in lefs than three months, to break 

P Sjdney•s Letters, vol. ii. P• ~53• 
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the truce; and joining with O'Donel, and other rebels, C H A P. 

had over-run almofr the whole kingdom. He boafied, ~ 
that he was certain of receiving a fupply of men, money, 16~o. 

~nd arms from Spain : He pretended to be champion of the 

catholic religion: And he openly exulted in the prefent o£: 

a phcenix plume, which the pope, Clement VIII. in order 

to encourage him in the profecution of fo good a ea~, 

had confecrated, and had conferred upon him S. Tbe 

queen, that :lhe might check his progrefs, returned to her 

former intention, of appointing Mountjoy lord-deputy; 

and though that nobleman, who was an intimate friend 

of Efrex, and deiired his return to the government of 

Ireland, did at firfi very earnefily excufe himfelf, on 

account of his bad frate of health, :lhe obliged him to 

accept of that employment. Mountjoy found the ifl.and 

almofi in a defperate condition ; but being a man of 

capacity and vigour, he was fo little difcouraged, that he 

immediately advanced againfr Tyronc in Uifier. He pe-

netrated into the heart of that country, the chief feat of 

the rebels : He fortified Derry and Mount-N orris, in 

order to bridle the Iriih: He chaced them from the field, 

ilnd obliged them to take :lhelter in the woods and mo-

raffes : He employed, with equal fuccefs, Sir George 

Carew in 1'v1unficr: And by thefe promiiing fucceffes, 

he gave new lif~ to the quecn,s authority in that country. 

As the cornparifon of Mountjoy's adminiflration with 

that of Effex, contributed to alienate Elizabeth from her 

favourite, fhe received additional difgult from the parti

ality of the people, who, prepoffeffed with <!n extravagant 

idea of Effex's merit, complained of the injufiice done 

him by his removal from court, and by his confinement. 

Libels were fccrctly difperfed againfi Cccil and Raleigh, 

and all his enemies: And his popularity, which wa~ 

•lways great, fccmed rather to be encrcafcd than dimi-

s C1rnclen, p. 617. 
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c ;Lfv..P· nifhcd by his misfortunes. Elizabeth, in order to jufrify 
'--v---1 to the public her condutl: with regard to him, had often 

1600
' exprcffed her intentions of having him tried in the Star.:. 

chamber for his offences: But her tendernefs for him 
prevailed at laft over her feverity; and fhe was contented 
to have him only examined by the privy-council. rrhe 
attorney-general, Coke, opened the caufe againft him; 
and treated him with the cruelty and infolence, which 
that great lawyer ufually exercifed againft the unfortu
nate. He difplayed in the ftrongefr colours, all the 
faults committed by E£rex in his adminiftration of Ire
land: His making Southampton general of the horfe~ 
contrary to the queen's injunCtions; his deferting the 
enterprize againft Tyrone, and marching to Leinfrer and 
Munfrer; his conferring knighthood on too many per
fans; his fecret conference with Tyrone; and his fudden 
return from Ireland, in contempt of her majefry's com
mands. He alfo exaggerated the indignity of the condi
#ons, which Tyrone had been allowed to propofe; odious 
and abominable conditions, faid he; a public toleration 
of an idolatrous religion, pardon for himfelf and every 
traitor in Ireland, and full reftitution of lands and pof
feffions to all of them t. The folicitor-general, Fleming, 
infifted upon the wretched fituation, in which the earl 
had left that kingdom; and Francis, fon of Sir Nicholas 
Bacon, who had been lord keeper in the beginning of 
the prefent reign, clofed the charge with difplaying the 
undutiful expre:ffions contJ.ined in fome letters written by 
the earl. 

EssEx, when he came to plead in his own defence, 
rer,wunced, with great fubmiffion and humility, all pre~. 
tenfions to an apology u; and declared his refolutiort 
never, on this or any other occafion, to have any conteft 

t Birch's Memoirs, vol, ii. P• 449• 
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with his fotrereign. He faid, that, having fevered him- C H A P .. 

fc If f h ld d b. cl 11 r • XLIV. 
e rom t e wor , an a ~ure a 1ent1ments of ambi-~ 

tion, he had no fcruple to confefs every failing or error, 16oo. 

into which his youth, folly, or manifold infirmities 

might have betrayed him ; that his inward forrow for his 

offences againfi: her majefl:y was fo profound, that it ex-
ceeded all his outward croffes and affiiCl:ions, nor did he 

retain any fcruple of fubmitting to a public confeffion of 

whatever fhe had been pleafed to impute to him; that, in 

his acknowledgments, he retained only one referve, which 
he never would relinquifu but with his life, the aflertion 
of a loyal and unpolluted heart, of an unfeigned affetlion, 

of an earnefl: defire ever to perform to her majefty the 
befi fervice which his poor abilitiis would permit ; and 
that, if this fentiment was allowed by the council, he 
willingly acquiefced in any condemnation or fentence, 

which they could pronounce againft him. This fubmif-

fton was uttered with fo much eloquence, and in fo pa-
thetic a manner, that it drew tears from many of the 
audience x. All the privy-counfellors, in giving their 
judgment, made ·no fcruple of doing the earl juftice, 
with regard to the loyalty of his intentions. Even Cecit, 

whom he believed his capital enemy, treated him with 

regard and humanity. And the fentence pronounced by 
the lord keeper, (to which the council affented) was i.Q. 

thefe words. " If this caufe," faid he, " had been 
" heard in the Star-Chamber, my fentence muft have 

'' been for as great a fine a3 ever was fet upon any man's 

" head in that court, together with perpetual confine-
" ment in that prifon, which belongeth to a man of his 
" quality, the Tower. But fince we are now in another 
" place, and in a courfe of favour, my cenfure is, that 

" the earl of Effex is not to execute the office of a coun-

" fellor1 nor that of earl mar!hal of England, nor of 

x Sydney's Letters1 vol. ii, p. zoo, zoJ, 

" mafrer 
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CXH 
1
A P. " mafier of the ordnartce; and to return to his own 

LV. 
"'--v--J " houfe, there to continue a prifoner, till it lhall pleafe 

J6.:::o. " her majefty to releafe this and all the reft of his fen:.. 

" tt::nce r ." The earl of Cumberland made a flight 
oppofition to this fentence ; and faid, that, if he thought 

it would ftand, he would have required a little longer 

time to deliberate ; that he thought it fomewhat fevere ; 

and that any commander in chief might eafily incur a 

like penalty. But, however, added he, in cohfidence of 

her majefty's mercy, I agree with the reft. The earl of 

Worcefter delivered his opinion in a couple of Latin 

verfes; importing, that, where the Gods are offended; 
even misfortunes ought to be imputed as crimes, and 
that accident is no excufe for tranfgreffions againft the 

Divinity. 
BAcoN, fo much diftingulfhed afterwards by his higa 

offices, and frill more by his profound genius for the 

fciences, was nearly allied to the Cecil family, being 
nephew to lord Burleigh, and coufin-german to the fecre

tary: But notwithftanding his extraordinary talents, he 

had met with fo little proteCtion from his powerful rela

tions, that he had not yet obtained any preferment in the 

law, which was his profeffion. But Effex, who could 
difiinguilh merit, and who paffionately loved it~ had 

entered into an intimate friendfhip with Bacon; had zea

loufly attempted, though without fuccefs, to procure him 

the office of queen's folicitor; and in order to comfort 

his friend under the difappointment, had conferred on 
him a prefent of land to the value of eighteen hundred 

pounds~. The public could ill excufe Bacon's appeaf

<Jnce before the council, againfi fo munificent a benefac
tor; though he aB::ed in obedience to the queen's corn .. 

mands : But 1he was fo well pleafed with his behaviour, 

Y Birch's Memoirs, vol. ii, p. 454• Camden, P• 6::6, 627• 
:z. Cabala, p. 78. 

that 
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that lhe impofed on him a new tafk, of drawing a narra- c H A P. 
. f h d ' d" . . . XLIV. t1ve o t at ay s procee mgs, m order to fausfy the natwn '--v--J 

of the jufl:ice and lenity of her co~dutt. Bacon, wno x6oo. · 
wanted firmnefs of charaCl:er, more than humanity, gave 
to the whole tranfaCl:ion the mofl: favourable turn for 
Effex; and, in particular, painted out, in elaborate e~.:. 
preffion, the dutiful fubmiffion, which that nobleman 
difcovered in the defence that he made for his conduct. 
When he read the paper to her, fhe fmiled at that paf-
fage, and obferved to· Bacon, that old love, fhe faw, 
could not eafily be forgotten·, He replied-, that he hoped 
1he meant that of herfelfa. 

ALL thP \Vor d, ind·eed, expected, that Effex would 
foon be reinfl:ated in his former credit b; perhaps, as iS 
ufual in reconcilements founded on inclination, would 
acquire an additional afcepdant over the queen, and after 
all his difgraces , would agairt appear more a favorn-ite 
than ever. They were confirmed in this hope, w}1eri 
they faw, that, though he was frill prohibited from ap
pearing at court c, he was continued in his office of mafrer 
of horfe, and was refl:Dred to his liberty, and that all his 
friends had accefs. to him. Elfex himfelf feemed deter
mined to perfever~ in that conduCl:; which had hitherto 
been fo fuccefsful, and which the queen, by all thi's dif
cipline, had endeavoured to render habitual to him: He 
wrote to her, that he kilfed her majcfi:y's hands; and the 
rod with which fhe had correCted him ; but that he could 
never recover his ufual chearfulnefs, till £he deigned to 
admit him to that prefence, which had ever been the 
chief fource of his happinefs and enjoyment : And that 
he had now refolved to make amends for his pafr errors, 
to retire into a country folitude, ·aDd fay with N ebuchad .. 
nezzar, '~Let my dwelling be with the beafrs of the 

a Cabala, p. 83. b Winwood, vol. i. p. Z54• 
c Birch's Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 462. 

VoL. V E e " field; 
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C H A P. " field; let me eat grafs as an ox, and be wet with th, 
XLIV. fl 

'-'-""--.1" dew of heaven; till it fhall pleafe the queen to reHore 
1600

• " me to my underfianding." The queen was much 

tri~ues, 

pleafed with thcfe fentiments, and replied, that fhe hear ... 

tily wi!hed his aB:ions might correfpond with his expref

fions ; that he had tried her patience a long time, and it 

\.vas but fitting fhe fhoulc! now make fame experiment Qf 

his fubmiffion; that her father would never have pardoned 

fo much obfl:inacy; but that, if the furnace of affiicrion 

produced fuch good effeB:s, fhe fhould ever after have the 

better opinion of her chemifiry c1. 

THE earl of Effex poffeffed a monopoly of fwcet wines; 

~nd as his patent was near expiring, he patiently expeCled 

that the queen would renew it, and he confidered this 

event as the critical circumfiance of his life, which would 

determine whether he could ever hope to be reinfiated in 

credit and authority c. But Elizabeth, though gracious 

in her deportment, was of a temper fome,what haughty 

and fevere; and being continually furrounded with Ef

fex's enemies, means were found to perfuade her, that 

his lofty fpirit was not yet fufficiently ftibdued, and that 

he muit undergo this farther trial, before he could again 

be fafely received into favour. She therefore refufed his 

demand; and even added, in a contemptuous fiile, that 

an ungovernable be:.1ft mufi be fiinted in his provender f, 

THIS rigour, pufhed one fiep too far, proved the final 

ruin of this young nobleman, and was the fource of infi

nite forrow and vexation to the queen herfelf. Effex, 

who had with great difficulty fo long fubdued his proud 

fpirit, and whofe patience was now exhaufied, imagining 

that the queen was entirely inexorable, bud! at once all 

·refhaints of fubmiffion and of prudence, and determined 

to fcek relief? by proceeding to the utmofl: extremities 

d Camden, p. 62S. 

I Camden, p. 6z8. 
c B'rch's Memoirs) vel. ii. F• 47~. 

againfl: 
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lgainfr his enemies. Even during his greateR: favour he c H A P. 

b n d . . xu~ · had ever een accuuome to carry matters W1th a htgh ~ 
hand towards his fovereign; and as this practice gratified J6oo. 

his own temper, and was fometimes fuccefsful, he had 
imprudently imagined, that it was the only proper me-
thod of managing her g: But being now reduced to defpair, 
he gave entire reins to his violent difpoiition, and threw 
off all appearance of duty and refpecr. Intoxicated. 
with the public favour, which he already poffeffed, he 
praB:ifed anew every art of popularity; and endeavoured 
to encreafe the general good-will by a hofpitable manner 
of life, little fuited to his fituation and circum!bnces~ 
His former employments had ·given hirn great conneclions 

with men of the military profeffion ; and he now enter-

tained, by additional careffes and civilities, a friendfhip 
with all defperate adventurers, whofe attachment, he 
hoped, might, in his prefent views, prove ferviceable to 
him. He fecretly courted the confidence of the catho ... 
lies; but his chief trufl: lay in the puritans, whom he 
openly careffed, and whofe manners he feemed to have 
entirely adopted. He engaged the mofi: celebrated preach• 
ers of that feel: to refort to Effex-houfe; he had daily 
prayers and fermons in his famil}r; and he invited all the 
zealots in London to attend thofe pious exerdfes. Such 
was the difpofition now beginning to prevail among the 
Eng1i£h., that, infread <>f feafring and public fpeB:acles, 
the methods anciently pracHfed to gain the populace, 
nothing fo erreB:ually ingratiated an ambitious leader with 

the public, as thefe fanatical entertainments. And as the 
puritanical preachers frequently inculcated in their fer-
mons the doctrine of refifl:ance to the civil magiihate, 
they prepared the minds of their hearers for thofe {editious 

projects, which Effex was fecretly contriving h. 

g CabaiJ, p. 79• 
p. 6zo. 

h Birch's Memoirs, vol. ii. p 463. Camden, 

E e z 
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c H A P. BuT the greatefl: imprudence of this nobleman pro-· 
XLIV, · h' h h ~ ceeded from the opennefs of h1s temper, by w 1C e was-

J6.:lo, ill qualified to fucceed in fuch difficult and dangerous' 
enterprize8. He indulged· himfelf in great liberties of 

fpeech, and was even heard to fay of the queen, that fhe 

was now grown an old' woman, and was become as· 

crooked in her mind, as in her body i.. Some court ladies,_ 

whofe favours Effex had formerly neglected, carried her 

thefe fl:ories, apd incenfed her to a· high degree againfr 
him. Elizabeth was ever remarkably jealous on this. 

he~~d; and though fhe was now approaching to her feven
tieth year, ilie allowed her c?urtiers k and even foreign: 
ambaffadors ', to compliment her upon her beauty; nor 
had all her good fenfe been able to cure her of this pre

pofierous vanity m. 

THERE was alfo art expedient employed by Effex, .. 

which, if poffible,. wa3 more provoking to the queen than.. 

thofe farcafms on her age and deformity ; and that \vas, 

his fecret applications to the king of Scots, her heir and. 

fucceffor. That prince had this year very narrowly
efcaped a dang.erous, though ill formed, confpiracy of the 
earl of Gowry; and even his deliverance was attended 

with this difagreeable circumfiance, that the obfiinate 

ecclefiafiics perfifl:ed,. in ipite of the mo:ft incontefl:ible 
evidence, to maintain to his face, that there had been no 

fuch confpiracy. J amcs,. haraffed with his turbulent and 
faCtious fubjeB:s, call: a wi:lhful eye to the fucceffion of 
England; and in proportion as the queen advanced in 
years, his defire encreafed of mounting that throne, on 

which,. befides acq..uiring a great addition of power and· 

fplendor,. he hoped to· govern a people, fo much more 

i Camden, p. 6:z.g. Olborne, p. 197• Sir 'Waiter Raleigh's Prerogative 

ef parliament, p. 43• k Birch s Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 442, 443· 
I Sydney's Lcttt11s1 vol •. ii. p. I} J<, m See note [ KK J at the end 

of ~ volume, 
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t-ractable and fubmiffive. He negociated with all the c H A P.-
f E . d {i . . XLIV. 'Courts o urope, m or er to en ure htmfelf fnends and "--v---1 

;partizans : He even neglected not the court of Rome and J-6oo. 
th1t of Spain; and though he engaged himfelf in po poft-
tive promife, he flattered the catholics with hopes, that.., 
in the event of his fucceffion, they might expeB: fome 

_more liberty than was at prefent indulged them. Eliza
JJeth was the only fovereign in Europe to ·whom he never 
·dared to mention his right of fucceffiort: He knew, that, 
-though her advanced age might now invite her to think 
of fixing an heir to the crown, fhe never could bear the 
·profpeB: of her -own death without horror, and was deter
mined frill to retain him, and all-other competitors, in an 
.entire dependance upon her. 

EssEx was defcended by female:; from the royal fa
mily; and fome af his fanguine partizans had been fo 
-imprudent as .to mention his name among thofe of other 
pretenders to the crown; but the earl took care, by means 
of Henry i.ee, whom he fe-cretly fent into Scotland, tp 
affure J ames, that, fo far from entertaining fuch ambi
tious views, he was determined to ufe e\'ery expedient for 
~xtorting an immediate declaration in favour of that mo
narch's right of fucccffion. Jam~s \\'illing1y hearkened to 
.this propofal; but did not approve of the violent methods 
which Effex intended to employ. Effex had communi ... 
cated hi$ fcheme to Iviountjoy, lord deputy .of Irdand; 
and as no man ever commanded more the cordial affeCtion 
and attachment of his frie ds, he had even engaged a per.,. 
{on of th2t virtue and prudence lo entertain thoughts of 
bringing over part of his arm1 into England, and of 
forcing the queen to declare the kip.g of Scots her fuccef ... 
for"· And fuch was Effcx's impatient 2rdour,. that, 
though J amcs declined this dangerous expedient, he frill 
cr)o.Je<woured to perfuade 1\iountjoy not to dciif1: from the 

n Birch "s Memoirs; vol. i i. P· 4 7 t • 

E -e 3 projeCt: . 
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C H A P. proic8: · But the deputy who thought that fuch violenc~, 
XLIV. J • ' 

\.....--v---J though it might be prudent, and even jufl:ifiable, when 

J6oo. fupported by a fovereign prince, next heir to th~ crown, 

would be ra!h and criminal, if attempted by fubjeB:s, 

abfolutely refufed his c-oncurrence. 'I"'he correfpondcnce, 

however, bctvveen Effex and the court of Scotland was 

ftill conduCted with great fecrecy and cordiality; and that 

nobleman, bdides conciliating the favour of James, 

reprefented all his own adverfaries as _ enemies to that 

prince's fuccd1ion, and as men entirely devoted to the in

tcre:fis of Spain, and partizans of the chimerical title of 

the Infanta. 

THE Infanta and the archduke, Albert, I1ad made fome 

advances to the queen for peace ; and Boulogne, as a 

neutral town, was chofcn for the place of conference. 

Sir Henry N evil, the Englifh refident in France, Herbert~ 

Edmondes, and Beale, were fent thither as ambalfadors 

from England ; and negociated with Zuniga, Carillo, 

s6lh May. Richardot, and Verheiken, minifi:ers of Spain and the 

archduke: But the conferences were foon broken off, ort 

account of a difpute of ceremony. Among the-European 

:fbtes England had ever been allowed the precedency 

above Cafl:ile, Arragon, Portugal, and the other king

doms, of which the Spanifh monarchy was compofed; 

and Elizabeth infi:fied, that this ancient right was not lofl: 

on account of the junCtion of thefe ftates, and that that 

monarchy, in its prefent fituation, though it furpaffed the 

Engliili in extent, as well as in power, could not be com

p:ued with it in point of antiquity, the only durable and 

regular foundation of precedency among kingdoms as 

well as noble families. That fhe might fhew, however, 

a pacific difi)ofttion, fhe was content to yield to an equa

lity; but the Spanifh minifieys, as their country had al

ways difputed precedency even with France, to which 

England yielded, woul? proc~~d n~ farther in the confe-

xence, 
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TCnc:e, till their fuperiority of rank was acknowledged 0
• C H A P 

XLJV. 
During the preparations for this abortive negociation, the..____..,.__, 

earl of Nottingham, the admiral, lord Buckhurft, trea- .J 5"'0 • 

furcr, and fecretary Cecil, had difcovered their inclination 

to peace; but as the Engli{h nation, flufhed with fuccefs, 

and fanguine in their hopes of plunder ?.nd conqueft, were 

in general averfe to that meafure, it was eafy for a pcrfon 

fo p0pular as EH:ex, to infufe into the multitude an opi-

nion, that thefe rniniflers had facrjficed the interdl:s of 

tl1eir country to Spain, and would even make no fcruple 

of receiving a fovereign from that hofrile nation. 

Bur E!fex, not content with thefe arts for decrying 16.oi. 

his advcrfaries, proceedeJ to concert more violent me-

thods of /ruining them ; chiefly infiigated by Cuffe, his 

fecretary, a man of a bold anJ arrogant fpirit, who had 

acquired ?. great afcendant over his patron. A feleB: 

council of malcorttents was formed, who commonly met 

at Drury-houfe, and were -<:ompofed of Sir Charlei 

D::n:crs, to whom the houfe belonged, the earl of South

ampton, Sir Ferdinanclo Gorges, Sir Chriil:opher Blount, 

Sir John Davies, and John Littleton; and Effex, who 

boafled, that he had a hundred and twenty barons., 

knights, and gentlemen of note, at his devotion, and who 

trufied frill more to his authority with the populace, com

~unicated to his affociates thofe fecret dcfigns anJ refo

lutions, with which his confidence in fo powerful a party 

had infpirecl him. Among other criminal projet!:s, the 

rerult of blit,1d rage and defpair, he deliberated with them 

concerning the method of taking arms; and afked their 

opinion whether he had befi: begin with feizing the pa-

lace or the 'fower, or fet out with making himfelf mafi:er 

at once of both places. The firfr enterprize being pre ... 

ferrcd, a method was concerted for executing it. It was 

• Winwood's Memorials. vol. i. p.1S6-~zQ., 

Ee4 
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c ;L:v :· azreed, that Sir Chri!l:opher Blount, with a cll?ice de
L.-..,.--.~ tachment, :lhould poffefs himfelf of the palace gates; that 

H
. 1~0ti1 • Davis :lhould feize the hall, Davers, the guard-chamber, 
1s tn ur-

reJtio.n. and preC.nce-chamber; and that Effex fhould ru£h in 
from the 1Vleufe, attended by a body of his partizans; 
1hould entreat the queen, with all demonfrrations of hu

mility, to remove his enemies; :lhould oblige her to 

alfemble a parliament ; and fhould with common con

fent fettle a new plan of government q. 

?th Feb~ WHILE thefe dcfperate projects were in agitation, 

many reafons of fufpicion were carried to the queen; 

and fhe fent Rabert Sacville, fon of the treafurer, to 

Effex-houfe, on pretence of a vifit, but, in reality, with 

a view of difcovering whether there was in that place 

any unufual concourfe of people, or any extraordinary 

preparations, which might threaten an infurrell:ion. Soon 

after, Effex received a fummons to attend the council, 

which met at the treafurer's houfe; and while he was 

mufing on this circumfra~ce, and comparing it with the 

late unexpetl:ed vifit from Sacville, a priva~e note was 

conveyed to him, by which he was warned to provide for 

his own fafety. He <::oncluded, that all his confpiracy 

was difcovered, at leafr fufpeCtcd ; and that the eafiefr 

pundhmer!t which he had reafon to apprehend, was a 

new and more fcvere confinement: He therefore excufed 

himfelf to the council on pretence of an indifpofition ; 

and he immediately difpatched meffagcs to his more inti
mate confederates, requefring their advice and affifrance in 

the prefe.nt critical fituation of his affairs. They delibe

rated, whether they fnculd abandon all their projects, and 

:fly th kingdom; or infiantly fcize the palace with the 

force which they could aflemble; or rely upon the af
fections of the citizens, who were generally known to 

q Camden, p. 63o. Birch's r~oJcmoirsJ vol, ii. p. 4G4-. State Trials, 

l3acon1 vol. i\. P• 542., 543• 
4 have 
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have a great attas:hment to the earl. Efrex declared C H A P. 

againfr the firfi: expedient, and profeffed himfelf deter-~ 
mined to undergo any fate rather than fubmit to live x6ox. 

the life of a fugitive. To feize the palace feemed im

praCticable wit~out more preparations; efpecially as the 

queen feemed now aware of their projects, and, as they 

heard, had ufed the precaution of doubling her ordinary 

guards. There remained, therefore, no expedient but 

that of· betaking themfelves to the city ; and while the 

prudence and feafibility of this refolution was under de-

bate, a perfon arrived, who, as if he had received a 

commi.ffion for that p'urpofe, gave them affurance of the 

affeCtions of the Londoners, and affirmed, that they might 

fecurely refi: any projeCt on that foundation. The popu-

)arity of Effex had chiefly buoyed him up in all his vain 

undertakings ; and he fondly imagined, that, with no 

other affifiance than the good will of the multitude, he 

might overturn Elizabeth's government, confirmed by 

time, revered for wifdom, fupported by vigour, and con-

curring with the general fentiments of the nation. The 

wi.ld project of raifl.ng the city was immediately refolved 

on; the execution of it was delayed till next day; and 

emiffaries were clifpatched to all Eff~x's friends, inform-

ing them that Cobham and Raleigh had laid fchemes 

againfi his life, and entreating their prefence and af-

fiftance. 

NEXT day, there appeared at Effex-houfe the earls of Sth F.e_l. 

Southampton and Rutland, the lords Sandys and Mont

eagle, with about three hundred gentlemen of good qua

lity and fortune ; and Effex informed them of the dan

ger, to which, he pretended, the machinations of his 

enemies expofed him. To fome, he faid, that he would 

throw himfelf at the queen's feet, and crave h~r jufiice 

and proteCtion : T'o others, he boafiell of his intcrdt in 

the 'ity, and affirmed, that, whatever might h<lppen, 

· this 
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C H A P. this refource could never fail him. The queen was in
XLIV. 
~formed of thefe defigns, by means of intelligence, con-

Joo•. veyed, as is fuppofed, to Ralcigh by Sir Ferdinand<> 
Gorges ; and having ordered the magifl:rates of London 
to keep the citizens in readinefs, fhe fent Egerton, lord 
keeper, to Effex-houfe, with the earl of Worcefi:cr, Sir 
William Knollys, controller, and Popham, chief jufiicc, 
in order to learn the caufe of thefe unufual commotions. 
They were with difficulty admitted through a wicket; 
but all their fervants were excluded, except the purfe. 
bearer. After fome altercation, in which they charged 
Elfex's r<ltainers, upon their allegiance, to by down their 
arms, and were menaced in their turn by the angry mul
titude, who furrounded them, the earl, who found, that 
matters were pafi: recal, refolved to leave them prifoners 
in his houfe, and to proceed to the execution of his former 
projecl:. He fallied forth with about two hundred attend .. 
ants, armed only with walking fwords ~ and in his pa!fage 
to the city was joined by the earl of Bedford and lord 
Cromvvd. He cried aloud, For the queen I for tbe queen! 
o plot is laid for my life ; and then proceeded to the houfe 
of Smith the fheriff, on whofe aid he had great reliance. 
The citizens flocked about him in amazement ; but 
thougn he told them, that England was fold to the In
fanta, and exhorted them to arm infrantly, otherwife they 
could not do him any fervice, no one £howed a difpofi
tion to join him. The fheriff, on the earl's approach to 
his houfe, fiole out .at the back door, and made the bef1: 
of his way to the mayor. Elfex, meanwhile, obferving 
the coldnefs of the citizens, and h~ring, that he was 
prochimed a traitor by the earl of Cumberland and lord 
Burleigh, began to defpair of fuccefs, and thought of 
retreating to his own houfe. He found the fireets in his 
paffage barricadoed and guarded by the citizens under the 
command of Sir John Levifon. In his attempt to force 

hi 
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his way, Tracy, a young gentleman~ to whom he boreC H A P. 

great friendfhip, was killed, with two or three of the~ 

Londoners; and the earl himfelf, attended by a few of 16or, 

his partizans (for the greatefi: part began fecretly to with-

draw themfdves) retired towards the river, and taking 

boat, arrived at Effex-houfc. He there found, th:1t 

Gorges, whom he had fent before to capitulate with the 

lord keeper and the other counfellors, had given all of 

them their liberty, and had gone to court with them. 

He was now reduced to defpair; and appeared deterlllined, 

in profecution of lord Sandys's advice, to defend himfelf 

to the I aft extremity, and rather to pcrifh, like a brave 

man, with his fword in his hand, than bafely by the 

hands of the executioner : But a~ter fome .Parle;, and 

after demanding in vain, firfi: hofi:ages, then con~itions, 

from the befiegers, he furrendcrcd at difcrctior ; re-

quefi:in!! only civil treatment, and a fair and impartial. 

hearing G. 

THE queen, who, during all this commotion, had J~th ~eh. 
H1S tnal. 

behaved with as great tranquillity and fccuritJ, as if 

there had only paffcd a fray in the firects, in wbich fhe 

was nowife concerned r, foon gave orders for the trial of 

the mofr confic..lcrable of the criminals. The earls of 

Effcx and South:.unpton w re arraigned before a jury of 

twenty-five peers, where Buckhurfi: acted as lord ieward. 

The guilt of the prifoners was too apparent to admit of 

any doubt; and," beftdes the infurrctl:ion known 1o every 

body, the treafonablc conferences at Drury-houfe were 

proved by undoubted evidence. Sir Ferdinando Gorges 

was produced in -court : The confeffions of the earl of 

Rutland, of the lords Cromwel, Sandys, and Mooteagle, 

of Davers, Blount, and Davies, were only read to the 

peers, according to the practice of that age. Effex's beft 

Cl Camden, p. 63~. r Birch's Memoirs., vol. ii, p. 4-69. 

friends 
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c H A P. friends 'were fcandalized at his affurance in infiR:ing (o XLIV. fi . . . d d r. f h' . \...---v-..1 po 1t1ve1y on hts mnocence, an the goo ne1s o 1s m-

dol. tentions; and frill more at his vind ictive difpofition, in 
accufing, without any appearance of reafon, fecretary 
Cecil as a partizan of the Infanta's title. The fecretary, 
who had expeCted this charge, frepped into the court~ 
and challenged Etrex to produce his authority, which, on 
examination, was found extremely weak and frivolous s. 

When fentence was pronounced, Effex fpoke like a man 
who had expe~ed nothing but death: But he added, that 
he fhould be f6rry, if he were reprefented to the queen as 
a perfon that defpifed her demency ; though he fhould 
not, he believed, make arty cringing fubmiffions to ob 
tain it. Southampton's behaviour was more mild and 
fubmiffive: He entreated the good offices of the peers i~ 
fo modeft and becoming a manner, as excited compaffion 
in every one. 

THE mpfr remarkable circumftance in Eifex's trial wa~ 
Bacon's appearance againft him. He was none of th~ 
crown lawyers ; fo was not obliged by his office to affi£1: 
at this trial : Yet did h~ not fcruple, in order to obtain 
the queen's favour, to be aCtive in bereaving of life his 
friend and patron, whofe generofity he had often expe
r:enced. He compared Effex's conduCt, in pretending to 
fear the attempts of his ad verfaries, to that of Pififhatus, 
the Athenian, who cut and wounded his own body ; and 
making the people believe, that his enemies had com
mitted that violence, obtained a guard for his perfon, by 
whofe affiftance he afterwards fubdued the liberties of his 
country. 

AFTER E!fex had paffed fome days in the folitude and 
refleCtions of a prifon, his proud heart was at laft fub
dued, not by the fear of death, but by the fentimen~s of 

·' Bacon, vol, iv. p. 530• 

religion .i 
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religion; a principle, whicli he had before attempted toC H A P. 

k h 11. f h" b" . b h" XLIV. 
ma e t e mnrument o is am Itton, ut w 1ch now \.--v--.1 

took a more firm hold of his mind, and prevailed over 16o1. 

every other motive and confideration. His fpiritual di-

retl:ors perfuaded him, that lie never could obtain the 

pardon of Heaven, unlefs he made a full confeffion of his 

difloyalty; and he gave into the council an account of 

all his criminal deftgns, as well as of his correfpondence 

with the king of Scots. He fpared not even his mofi: 

intimate friends, fuch as lord Mountjoy, whom he had 

engaged in thefe confpiracies ; and he fought to pacify 

his prefent remorfe, by making fuch atonements, as, in 

any other periOd of his life, he would have deemed more 

blameable than thofe attempts themfelves, which were 

the objeCts of his penitence t. Sir Harry Nevil, in par-

ticular, a man of merit, he accufed of a ccrrefpondence 

with the confpirators ; though it appears, that this gen-

tleman had never affented to the propofals made him, and 

was no farther er· mina! than fn not revealing the earl's 

treafon ; an office to which every man of honour natu-

rally bears the frrongeft reluetance u. Ncvil was thrown 

into prifon, and underwent .a fevere pe1 [ecution : But as. 

the queen found Mountjoy an able and fuccefsful com-

mander, fhe continued him in his government, and facri~ 

ficed her refentment to the public fervice. 

ELIZABETH affeCted ~xtremely the praife of clemency; 

and in every great example, which lhe had made during 

her reign, fhe had always appeared full of reluctance and 

hefttation: But the prefent fituation of Effex called for~h 

all her tender affections, and kept her in the moft real 

agitation and irrefolution. She felt a perpetual combat 

between refentment and inclination, pride and compaf

fion, the care of her own fafety and concern for her 

favourite; and her fituation, during this interval, was 

t Winwood1 vol. i, P• 3c.o. u lbi.d. vol, i, P• 3c::.. 
perhaps 
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c ,.H A P. perhaps more an object of pity, than that to which Eire" 
AU~ . 

'--v--.J himfelf was reduced. She figned the warrant for h1s 

J6oJ. execution; Ihe countermanded it; £he again refolved on 

his death ; :lhe felt a new return of tendernefs. Elfex's 

enemies told her, that he himfelf defired to die, and had 

aKured her, that £he could never be in fafety while he 

lived: It is likely, that this proof of penitence and of 
concern for her, would produce a contrary effect to what 

they intended, and would revive all that fond affeetion7 

which £he had fo long indulged towards the unh~ppy 

prifoner. But what chiefly hardened her heart againfl: 

him was his fuppofed obfiinacy, in never making, as £he 

hourly expected, any application to her for mercy and 

forgivenefs; and £he finally gave her confent to his exe

cution. He difcovered at his death fymptoms rather of 

penitence and piety than of fear ; and willingly acknow .. 

)edged the juftice of the fentence by which he fuffered. 

~)tb Feb. ·rhe execution was private in the Tower, agreeably to· 

~::. execu- his own requeil. He was apprehenfive, he faid, left the 

favour and compaffion of the people would too much 

t·aife his heart in thofe moments, when humiliation under 

the affiiCl:ing hand of Heaven was the only proper fenti

ment, which he could indulge x. And the queen, no 

rloubt, thought, that prudence required the removing of 

fo melancholy a fpeCl:acle from the public eye. Sir 
Waiter Raleigh, who came to the Tower on purpofe, 

and who beheld Effex's execution from a window, en· 

creafed mu~h by this action the general hatred, under 

which he already laboured: It was thought, that his foie 
intention was to feaft his eyes with the death of an 

enemy; and no apology1• which he could make for fo 

ungenerous a conduB:, could be accepted by the public. 

'rhe cruelty and animofity, with which he urged on 

" Dr. Barlow~s fcrmon on Eifc:x's exc:,ution. BacqnJ vol. iv, p. 534• 

Eifex's 
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Efi"ex's fate, even when Cecil relented r, were ftill re- c H A P. 
XLIV. 

garded as the principles of this unmanly behaviour. ~ 

THE earl of Eifex was but thirty-four years of age, 16o1o 

when his rafhnefs, imprudence, and violence brought him 

to this untimely end. We mufr here, as in many other 

infiances, lament the inconfl:ancy of human nature, that 

a perfon endowed with fo many noble virtues, generofity, 

fincerity, friendihip, valour, eloquence, and indufhy, 

fhould, in the later period of his life, have given reins to 

his ungovernable paffions, and involved, not only him-

felf, but many of his friends, in utter ruin. The queen's 

tcndernefs and paffion for him, as it was the caufe of 

thofe premature honours, which he attained, feems on the 

whole, the chief circumfiance, which brought on his 

ruin. Confident of her partiality towards him, as well 

as of his own merit, he treated her with a haughtinefs, 

which neither her love nor her dignity could bear; and 

as her amorous inclinations, in fo advanced an age, would 

naturally make her appear ridiculous, if not odious, in 

his eyes, he was engaged, by an imprudent opennefs, of 

which he made profeffion, to difcover too eafily thofe fen

timents to her. The many reconciliations and returns 

of affetlion, of which he had frill made advantage, in-

duced him to venture on new provocations, till he pu!hed 

her beyond all bounds of patience ; and he forgot, that 

though the fentiments of the woman were ever firong in 

her, thofe of the fovereign had frill in the end appeared 

predominant. 
SoME of Effex's affociates, Cuffe, Davers, Blount, 

Meric, and Davis were tried and condemned, and all of 

thefe, e~cept Davis, were executed. The queen par

doned the refr; being perfuaded that they were drawn in 

merely from their friendfuip to that nobleman, and their 

~are of his fafety ; and were ignorant of the more crmu-

Y Murd!n, p. 81 I. 

nal 
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c H A P. nal part of his intentions. Southampton's life was fpared 
XLIV. . h . 1 b h .d . d . . r d , ""'-"v--J w1t great dlfficu ty; ut e was etame m pr11on unng 
16ox. all the remainder of this reign. 

THE king of Scots, apprehenfive left his correfpond
ence with Eff'ex might have been difcovered, and have 
given offence to Elizabeth, fent the earl of Marre and 
lord Kinlofs as ambafiadors to England, in order to con
gratulate the queen on her efcape from the late infurrec
tion and confpiracy. They were alfo ordered to make 
fecret enquiry, whether any meafures had been taken by 
her for excluding him from the fucceffion, as well as to 
difcover the inclinations of the chief nobility and coun
fellors, in cafe of the queen's demife z. They found the 
difpofitions of men as favourable as they could wifh ; and 
they even entered into a correfpondence with fecretary 
Cecil, whofe influence, after the fall of Effex, was now 
uncontrouled a, and who was refolved, by this policy, to 
acquire, in time, the confidence of the fucceffor. He 
knew how jealous Elizabeth ever was of her authority; 
and he therefore carefully concealed from her his attach ... 
ment to J ames : But he afterwards afferted, that nothing 
could be more advantageous to her, than this correfpond
ence ; becaufe the king of Scots, fecure of mounting the 
throne by his undoubted title, aided by thofe conneCtion~ 
with the Englifh minifl:ry, was the lcfs likely to give any 
difl:urbance to the prefent fovereign. He alfo pcrfuaded 
that prince to remain in quiet, and patiently to expeCt, 
that time :Lhould open to him the inheritance of thf: 
crown, without pufhing his friends on defperate enter-.. 
prizes, which would totally incapacitate them from ferv
ing him. James's equity, as well as his natural facility/ 
of difpofition, eafily inclined him to embrace that refolu
tion b ; and in this manner the minds of the Englifh were 

z Birch•s Memoirs, vol. ii. i• sto. 
• Spotfwood, p. •1-7 r, 4P• 

,. 

a O!borne, P• 615. 
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C H A P. prudence to forefee the perils, which might enfue from 
XLIV. . 

\.--.,..........1 the aggrandizement of her ally ; and :fhe propofed to umte 

J6oJ. all the feventeen provinces of the Low Countries in one 

republic, in order to form a perpetual barrier againfr the 

dangerous cncreafe of the French, as well as of the Spa

ni:fh, monarchy. Henry had himfelf long meditated fuch 

.a projeCl: againfr the Auftrian family; and Rofni could 

not forbcat expreffing his afronifhment, when he found 

that Elizabeth, and his mafter, though they had never 

communicated their fentiments on this fubjeCl:, had not 

only entered into the fame general views, but had alf() 

formed the fame projeCl: for their execution. The affairs, 

however, of France were not yet brought to a fituation, 

which might enable Henry to begin that great enterprize; 

and Rofni fatisfied the queen, that it would be neceffary 

to pofrpone for fome years their united attack on the 

houfe of Aufrria. He departed, filled with juft admira

tion at the folidity of Elizabeth's judgment, and the 

greatnefs of her mind ; and he owns, that fhe was en

tirely worthy of that high reputation, which fhe enjoyed 

in Europe. 

THE queen's magnamm1ty in forming fuch entenfive 

projects was the more remarkable, as, befides her having 

fallen fo far into the decline of life, the affairs of Ireland, 

though condutl:ed with ability and fuccefs, were frill in 

diforder, and· made a great diverfion to her forces. The 

expence, incurred by this war, lay heavy upon her narrow 

revenues; and her minifters, taking advantage of her dif

pofition to frugality, propofed to her an expedient of 

faving, which, though fue ·at firfr difapproved of it, fue 

was at lafr induced to embrace. It was reprefented to 

her, that the great fums of money, remitted to Ireland 

for the pay of the Engli:fh forces, came, by the neceffary 

courfe of circulation, into the hands of the rebels, and 

enabled them to buy abroad all neceffary fupplies of arms 
a nil 
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~nd ammunition, which, from the extreme poverty of that c H A P. 

k . d d · c XLIV. 
mg om an 1ts want 01 every ufeful commodity, they~ 

could not otherwife find means to purchafe. It was x6o1. 

therefore propofed to her, that fhe fhould pay her forces 

in bafe money; and it was afferted, that, befides the 

great faving to the revenue, this fpecies of coin could 
never be exported with advantage, and would not pafs in 
any foreign market. Some of her wifer counfellors 

maintained, that, if the pay of the foBicrs were raifed in 

proportion, the Irifh rebels would necdfarily reap the fame 

benefit from the bafe money, which would always be 

taken at a rate fuitable to its value; if the pay were not 

raifed, there would be danger of a mutiny among the 

troops, who, whatever names might be affixed to the 

pieces of metal, would foon find from experience, that 

they were defrauded in their income e. But Elizabeth, 
though £he juiHy valued herfelf, on fixing the frandard 
of the Englifu coin, much debafed by her predeceffors, 

and had innovated very little in that delicate article, was 

feduced by the fpecious arguments employed by the lord 
treafurer on this ctcafion ; and £he coined a great quan-
tity of bafe money, which he made ufe of in the pay of 

her forces in Ireland f. 
MoUNT JOY, the deputy, was a man of ability; and Mountioy's 

forefeeing the danger of mutiny among the troops, he led {~;l~e~~:n 
them infi-antly into the field, and refolved, by means of 

ftricr difcipline, and by keeping them .employed againil: 
the enemy, to obviate thofe inconveniencies, which were 

jufHy t~ be apprehended. He made military roads, and 

built a fortrefs at Moghery; he drove the l\1ac-Genifes 
out of Lecale ; he haraffed Tyrone in Ulfi-er with in-
roads and leffer expeditions ; and by deftroying, every 
where, and during all feafons, the provifions of the Iriili, 

he reduced them to periili with famine in the woods and 

f Rymer, tom. xvi. F• <t-I4· 
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C X~l~. P. moraffes, to which they were obliged to retreat. At tlre 

\..--v-...J fame time, Sir Henry Docwray, who commanded an-

1601 • other body of troops, took the cafl:le of Dc.rry, and put 

garrifons into Newton and Ainogh; and having feized 

the monafi:ery of Donncgal near Balilhannon, he threw 

troops into it, and defended it againfi: the affaults of 

O'Donncl and the Irifh. Nor was Sir George Carew 

idle in the provi-nce of l\llunfrer. He feized the titular 

earl of Defmond, and fent him over, with Florence 

Macarty, another chieftain, prifoner to England. He 

arrefied many fufpeCl:ed perfons, and took hofrages from 

()thers. And having got a reinforcement of two thoufand 

men from England, he threw himfelf into Corke, which 

he fupplied with arms and provifions ; and he put every 

thing in a condition for refifiing the Spaniih inva!ion, 

which was daily expeCl:ed. The deputy, informed of the

clanger,. to which the fouthern provinces we.re expofed, 

left the profecution of the war againfi: Tyrone, who was 

reduced to great extremities; and he marched with his 

army into Munf!:er. 

:tjd Sept. AT lafi:, the Spaniards, under Don John d'Aquila, 

arrived at Kinfale; and Sir Richard Piercy, who com

manded in the town with a fmall garrifon of a hundred 

and fifty men, found himfelf obliged to abandon it on 

their appearance. Thefe invaders amounted to four 

thoufand men, and the Iriili difcovered a firong propen

ftty to join them, in order to free themfelves from the 

Englifh government, with which they were extremely 

difcontented. One chief ground of their complaint, was 

the introduCtion of trials by jury g-; an inf!:ituticn, ab

horred by that people, though nothing contributes more 

to the fupport of that equity and liberty, for which the 

Englifh laws are fo j uilly celebrated. The Irifh alfo bore 

a great favour to the Spaniards, having entertained the 

opinion 
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opinion that they themfelves -vvere defccnJed from that c H A P. 
. d h . h } XLIV. 

natiOn; an t e1r attac ment to t 1e catholic religion .._ ...... ...--.J 

proved a new caufe of affection to the invaders. D' Aquila 16ot. 

aifumed the title of general in the holy war for tbe prefer-

'15ation of the faith in Ireland; and he endeavoured to 

perfuade the people, that queen Elizabeth was, by feveral 

bulls of the pope, deprived of her crown; that her fub-

jeB:s were abfolved from their oaths of allegiance; and 

that the Spaniards were come to deliver the Irifh from 

the dominion of the devi~ b. Mountjoy found it necef-

f.:ry to aB: with vigour, in order to prevent a total infur-

reB:ion of the Irifh ; and having gathered together his 

forces, he formed the liege of Kinfale by land ; while 

Sir Richard Levifon, with a f.'11aH fquadron, blockaded 

it by fea. He had no fooner begun his operations than 

he heard of the arrival of another body of two thoufand 
\ 

Spaniards under the command of Alphonfo Ocampo, who 

had taken poffeffion of Baltimore and Berehaven; and he 

was obliged to detach Sir George Carew to oppofe their 

progrefs. Tyrone, meanwhile, with Randal, Mac-Sur

ley, Tirel baron of Kelley, and other chieftains of the 

Irilh, had joined Ocampo with all their forces, and were 

marching to the relief of Kinfale. The deputy, informed 

of their defign by intercepted letters, made preparations 

to receive them ; and being re-inforced by Levifon with 

fix hundred marines, he poil:ed his troops on an advanta

geous ground, which lay on the paffage of the enemy, 

leaving fome cavalry to prevent a fally from d'Aquila and 

the Spanifh garrifon. When Tyrone, with a detach

:rpent of Irifu and Spaniards, approached, ·he was fur

pr.i.zed to find the Englifh fo well pofi:ed, and ranged in 

fuch good order ; and he immediately founded a retreat: 

But the deputy gave orders to purfue him ; and having 

thrown thefe advanced troops into diforder, he followed 

h Camden, p. 64-5, 

Ff3 them 
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c :LI~. P. them to the main body, whom he alfo attacked, and put 
~ to Right, with the flaughter of twelve hundred men i. 

1601
' Ocampo was taken prifoner; Tyrone Red into Ulfi:er; 

Odonnel made his efcape into Spain; and d' Aquila, 
l1nding himfclf reduced to the greatefr difficulties,. was 
obliged to capitulate upon fuch terms as the deputy pre
fcribeu to him: He furrendered Kinfale and Baltimore, 
and agreed to evacuate the kingdom. This great blov.r, 
joined to other fucceffes, gained by \Vilmot, t,overnor of 
Kerry, and by Roger and Gavin Harvey, t~rcw the 
rebels into difmay, and gave a profpeet of the final reduc
tion of Ireland. 

j 

THE Iri!h war, though fucccfsfu1, was extremely 
burthenfome on the queen's revenue; and befi.des the 
fupplies granted by parliament, \vhich were indeed very 
fmall, but which they ever regarded as mighty concef
fions, lhe had be~n obliged, notwithftanding her great 
frug~1lity, to employ other expedients, fuch as felling the 
royal dcmcfnes and crown jewels k, and exacting loans 
f om the people 1 ; in order to fupport this caufe, fo effcn
tial to the honour and interefi:s of England. The neccf-

oaob1:r~7·. fity of her afi~irs obliged her again to fummcn a parliaA p;:r la-
ment, . ment ; and it here appeared, that, though old age was 

advancing faft upon her, though ihe had loit much of 
her popt' larity by the unfortunate cxecut;on of Eifex, 
infomuch that, when fhe appeared in public, ihe was not 
attended with the ufual acclamations m, yet the povvers 
of her prerogative, fupported by her vigour, frill remained 
as high and uncontroulable as ever. 

THE aB:ive reign of Elizabeth had enabled many per
fons to diftinguifh themfelves in civil and military 
cmployments; and the queen, who was not able, from 
h _J revenue, to give them any rewards pr:::>portioned to 

i Winwcod, vol. i. p. 369: k D'.Ewes1 p. 62.9, l Ibid. 
lfl Ibid. p. 6oz. Ofoome1 p. 6o1:, 

their 
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their f~rviccs, hal made ufe of an expedient, which had C H !( P. 

been employed by her prcdecdfors, but which had never _;..::,~ 

been carried to {Jch an extreme as under her adn.inifira- 160
'· 

tion. She gran1ccl her fen·ants and courtiers patents for 

monopolies ; and thefc patents they folcl to others, -vvho. 

were thereby mbled to rai c commodit'cs to wh:1.t price 

th y plcafcd, ani who put invincible rdlraints upon all 

commerce, indufhy, an emulation in t!1e arts. It is 

aflonifhing to confic1 r the number :md importnncc of 

thofe commo 'iti~s, which were thus affigncd over to p;:-

tentees. Curra1ts, fait, iron, powder, cards, calf-fkins, 

fells, poulda.ries, ox-fhin-bcmes, tra·n oil, Iifi:s of cloth, 

pot-allies, annifucds, vinegar, fea-coals, free], aquavitx, 

bruihcs, pots, bottles., faltpctrc, lead, accidcnces, oil, 

calamint-fi:cne, oil of blubber, glaflcs, pap r, ftarch, 

tin, fu1phur, : e;v drapery, dried pilchards, tranfportation • 

of iron ordnaLc.:, of beer, of horn, of leather, import-

ation of Spanifr. wo Is, of Irifh yarn: Thcfe arc but a 

part of th~ comn_oditics, which J.ad been appropriated to 

monopolifi:s n. When·this lifr was read over in the houfe, 

a member cried out, Is not bread in the number? Bread, 

faid every one with afionilhment: Yes, I ajfure you, re-

plied he, if affiirs go on at this ratt, we jhall have hrend 

reduced to a mompoly before next parliament 0
• Thefe mo-

nopolifls were (o exorbitant in their demands, that in 

fome places they raifed the price of fait, from fixteen-

pence a bufhel, to fourteen or fifteen lhillings P. Such 

high profits mturally begat intruclers upon their com-

merce; and ir. order to fccurc themfelves againfr en

croachments, 1he patentees were armed with high and 

arbitrary powe:s from the council, by which they were 

enabled to oprrefs the people at pleafurc, and to exaCt 

money fro~ f1ch as they thought proper to accufc of 

n D'.Ewes, p.64S, 65o, 6s::, 

p lbid, 1'• 64j. 

• lbid, P• 64S. 
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c H A P. interfering with their patent q• The patentees of faltXLIV. 
'----.r--1 petre, having the power of' entering into every houfe, 

1601
' and of committing what havock they pleafed in ftables~ 

cellars, or wherever they fufpeCted falt-petre might be 
gathered ; commonly extorted money from thofe who 
defired to free themfelves from this damage or trouble r. 

And while all domefiic intercourfe was thus reftrained 1 

left any fcope fhould remain for induftry, almoft every 
fpecies of foreign commerce was confined to exclufive 
companies, who bought and fold at any price, that they 
themfelves thought proper to offer or exact. 

THESE grievances, the mofi intolerable for the prefent, 
and the moft pernicious in their confequences, that ever 
were known in any age or under any government, had 
been mentio~ed in the laft parliament, and a petition had 
even been prefented to the queen, complaining of the 
patents ; but 1he ftill perfifted in defending her monopo
lifls againft her people. A bill was now introduced into 
the lower houfe, aboli£hing all thefe monopolies; and as 
the former application had been unfuccefsful, a law was 
infifred on as the only certain expedient for correCting 
thefe abufes: The courtiers, on the other hand, main
tained, that this matter regarded the prerogative, and that 
the commons could never hope for fuccefs, if t.hey did 
not make application, in the moft humble and refpeCl:ful 
manner, to the queen's goodnefs and beneficence. The 
topics, which were advanced in the houfe, and which 
came equally from the courtiers and the country gentle
men, and were admitted by both, wiU appear the moi! 
extraordinary to fuch as are pre_poffeffed with an idea of 
the privileges enjoyed by the people during that age, and 
of the liberty poffeffed under the adminiftr::ttion of Eii~a
'betn. It was alferted, that the queen inherited both an 
enlarging a.n.d a refua.ining power; by her prerogativ~ fhe 

t lbid, p. 6 S'l· 
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might fet at liberty what was refhaincd by flatute or C H A P. 

otherwife, and by her prerogative :lhe might refirain what~ 
was otherwife at liberty s : That the royal prerogative 16o1. 

was not to be canvaffed nor difputed nor examined 1 ; 

and did not even admit of any limitation u. That abfo-
lute princes, fuch as the fovereigns of England, were a. 
fpecies of divinity x. That it was in vain to attempt 
tying the queen's hands by laws or fi:atutes ; fince, by 
means of her difpenfing power, :lhe could loofen herfelf 
at pleafure Y : And that even if a claufe 1hould be annex-
ed to a fi:atute, excluding her difpenfing power, fue could 
:firfi difpenfe with that claufe, and then with the fiatute z. 

After all this difcourfe, more worthy of a Turkifh divan 

than of an Englifh houfe of commons, according to our 
prefent idea of this affembly, the queen, who perceived 
how odious monopolies had become, and what heats were 
likely to arife, fent for the fpeaker, and defired him t() 

inform the houfe, that fhe would immediately cancel the· 

mofi: grievous and oppreffive of thefe patents a. 

THE houfe was firuck with afionifhment, and admi
ration, and gratitude at this extraordinary infiance of the 
queen's goodnefs and condefcenfion. A member faid, 
with tears in his eyes, that, if a fentence of everlafiing 
happinefs had been pronounced in his favour, he could 
not have felt more joy than that with which he was at 
prefent overwhelmed b, Another obferved, that this mef
fage from the f4cred perfon of the queen, was a kind of 
gofpel or glad-tidings, and ought to be received as fuch, 
and be written in the tablets of their hearts c. And it 

was farther remarked, that, in the fame manner as the 
Deity would not give his glory to another, fo the queen 
herfelf was the only agent in their prefent profperity and 

s D'Ewes, p. 644, 675• t lbido~ p. 644, 649• 
·p, 646, 6 54• ~ Ibid. p. 649• y Ibid. 

u Ibid. 
z Jbid~ 

F• 640, 646. a See note [LL] at the end of the volum~. 

J) D'.Ewcs, P· 654• ' Ibid. p. 656. . 
happinefs.. 
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C H A P. happinefs d, The houfe voted, that the fpeaker, with a 
XLIV. 
~ committee, fhould a!k permiffion to wait on her majefty, 

J6oz. and return her thanks for her gracious conceilions to her 
people. 

WHEN the fpeaker, with the other member , was in
troduced to the queen, they all flung themfelves on their 
knees; and remained in that pofturc a confiderablc time, 
till fhe . thought proper to exprefs her defire, that they 
fhou!d rife e. The fpeaker difplayed the gratitude of the 
commons ; bccaufe her facred ear_s were ever open to hear 
them, and her bldfed hands ever firetched out to relieve 
them. They acknowledged, he faid, in all duty and 
thankfu!nefs acknowledged, that, before they called, her 
preventing grace, and all-deferving goodnefs vvatched over 
them for tl eir go d ; more ready to give than they could 
defi.rc, much lefs dcferve. He remarked, that the attri
bute \'.'hich was mofr proper to God, to perform all he 
promifeth, appertained a!fo to her ; and that fhe was all 
truth, all conftancy, and all goodncfs. And he concluded 
with thefc expreffions, " N-either do we prefent our 
" thanLs in words or any outward fign, which can be 
" no fufficient retribution for fo great goodnefs ; but in 
" all duty and thankfulnefs, profrrate at your feet, we 
" prefent our moft loyal and thankful hearts, even the 
" lafr drop of blood in our hearts, and the lafl: fpirit of 
" breath in our noftrils, to be poured out, to be breathed 
" up, for your fafety f." The queen heard very pati-

d D'Ewes, P• 657• 
e We learn from Hent:zner's Travels, that no.one fpoke to queen E.l1'za

eeth without kneeling; though now and then fhe raifed fame with waving 
her hand. Nay, w ht:rever ilie turned her eye, every one fell on his knees, 
Her fuccefFJr fidt allowed his courtiers to omit this ceremony; and as be ex
erted not the power, fo he relinquifhed the appearance of defpotifm. Even 
when qu-:cn Elizabeth was <)b!ent, thofe who covered her table, though per

for.s of quality, neither approached it nor retired frem it without kneelin~ 
and that often three time~. 

ently 

-stir: 
m:ng 
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cntly this fpeech, in which ihe was flattered in phrafes c H A P. 

appropriated to the Supreme Being; and fhe returned an~ 
anfwer, full of fuch expreffions of tendernefs towards her x6cx. 

people, as ought to have appeared fulfome after the late 

infrances of rigour, which :lbc had employed, and from 

which nothing but neceffity had made her depart. Thus 

was this critical affair happily terminated ; and Eliza-

beth, by prudently receding, in time, fro1n part of her 

prerogative, maintained her dignity, and prefervcd the 

affecbons of her people. 

THE commons granted her a fupply quite unprece

dented, of four fubfiJies and eight fifteenths; and they 

were fo dutiful as to vote this fupply before they received 

any fatisfaCl:ion in the bufinefs of mcnopo1ies, w!1ich they 

jufily confidered as of the utmoft confequcnce to the 

intcrefi and happinefs of the nation. Had they attempted 

to extort that conccffion of keeping the fupply in fuf

pencc; fo haughty was the queen's difpofition, that this 

appearance of confiraint and jealoufy had been fufficient 

to have produced a denial of all their requefrs, and to 

have forced her into fome a8:s of authority frill more, vio: 

lent and arbitr~:ry. 

THE remaining events of this reign are neither numer- x6o:z.' 

ous nor important. The queen, finding that the Spa-

niards had involved her in fo much trouble, by fomentmg 

and affifling the Irifh rebellion, refolvcd to give them 

employment ~t home; and ihe fitted out a fquadron of 

nine £hips, under Sir Richard Levifon, admiral, and Sir 

William Monfon, vice-admiral, whcm :lhe fent on an 

expedition to the coafr of Spain. 'rhe admiral, with 

part of the fquadron, met the galleons loaded with trea-

fure; but was not firong enough to attack them. The 

vice-admiral alfo fell in with fome rich fuips; but they 

efcaped for a like reafon : And thefe two brave officers, 

I that 
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C H A P, that their expedition might not prove entirely fruitlefs, 
XLIV, 

'--.-.' refolved to attack the harbour of Cerimbra in Portugal; 

J6oz. where, they received intelligence, a very rich carrack 

had taken lhelter. The harbour was guarded by a 

cafi:le: There were eleven gallies frationed in it: And 

the militia of the ·country, to the number, as was be

lieved, of twenty thoufand men, appeared in arms on the 

fhore : Yet, notwith~anding thefe obfracles~ and others 

<lerived from the winds and tides, the Englifh fquadron 

broke into the harbour, difmounted the guns of the cafile, 

.funk, or burnt, or put to flight, the gallies, and obliged 

the carrack to furrender g. They brought her home to 

England, .and fhe was valued at a m1llion of ducats h, 

A fenfible lofs to the Spaniards; and a fupply :fiill more 

important to Elizabeth i. 

THE affairs of Ireland, after the defeat of Tyrone, 

and the expulfion of the Spaniards, hafrened to a fettle

ment. Lord Mountjoy divided his army into fmall par

ties, and harafTed the rebels on every fide: He built 

Charlemount, and many other fmall forts, which were 

"impregnable to the Irifh, and guarded all the important 

pafTes of the country: The aCtivity of Sir Henry Doc-

wray and Sir Arth ur Chi chefrer permitted no repofe or 

fecurity to the rebels: And many of the chieftains, after 

!kulking, during fome time, in woods and morafTes, fub

mitted to mercy, and received fuch conditions as the 

1603• deputy was pleafed to impofe upon them. Tyrone him

felf made application by Arthur Mac-Baron, his brother, 

to be received upon terms ; but Mountjoy would not 

admit him, except he made an abfolute furrender of his 

g Monfon, p. 181. h Camden, p. 647• 

i This year the Spaniards begun the fiege of Oftend, which was bravely 

oefended for five months by Sir Francis Vere, The States then relieved 

him, by fending a new governor; and on the whole the liege Iafted three 

year.s, ~__? is computed to have coft the lives of an hundred thoufand men. 

· 2 life 
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life and fortune to the queen's mercy. He appeared be- C H A P. 

fore the deputy at 'Millefont, in a habit and pofture ~ 
fuitable to his prefent fortune; and after acknowledo-ing t6o3. 

. . ? Tyrone's 

hts offence m the mofr humble terms, he was committed fubmiffion. 

to cufrody by Mountjoy, who intended to bring him over 

captive into England, to be difpofed of at the queen's 

pleafure. 

BuT Elizabeth was now incapable of receiving any ~een's 

fatisfaB:ion from this fortunate event : She had fallen into ficknefs. 

a profound melancholy; which all the advantages of her 

high fortune, all the glories of her profperous reign, 

were unable, in any degree, to alleviate or affuage. 

Some afcribed this depreffion of mind to her repentanc!i! 

of granting a pardon to Tyrone, whom fue had alway~.

refolved to bring to condign puniihment for his treafons, 

but who had made fuch interefr with the minifters, as to 

extort a remiffion from her. Others, with more likeli-

hood, accounted for her dejection, by a difcovery, which 

fue had made, of the correfpondence maintained in her 

court with her fucceffor the king of Scots, and by the 

negleB:, to which, on account of her old age and infir

mities, 1he imagined herfelf to be expofed. But there is 

another caufe affigned for her melancholy, which has 

long been rejected by hiftorians as romantic, but which 

late difcoveries feem to have confirmed k : Some incidents 

happened, which revived her tendernefs for Effex, and,. 

filled her with the deepeft forrow for the confent,, which 

fhe had unwarily given to his execution. 

THE earl of Effex, after his return from the fortunate 

expedition againft Cadiz, obferving the encreafe of the 

queen's fond attachment towards him, took occafion to 

regret, that the neceffity of her fervice required him often_ 

to be abfent from her perfon, and expofed him to all thofe 

k See the proofs of this remarkable fact collected in Birch's Ne~ociaticns! 

~· ::.o6, And Memoirs, voJ, ii. p. 481, 5o5, so6-J &c. 
ill_ 
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c iir.ft.P· ill offices) which his enemies, more affiduous in their 

~attendance, could employ againfr him. She was moved 
1603· with this tender jcaloufy; and making him the prefent of 

a ring, defired him to keep that pledge of her afteetion, 
and affured him, that, into whatever difgrace he fhould 

fall, whatever prejudices fhe might be induced to enter

tain againfi him, yet, if he fent her that ring, fhe would 

immediat;Iy, upon the fight of it, recolleCt her former 
tendernefs, would afford him a patient hearing, and 
would lend a favourable e~_r to his apology. Effex, not

with:fbnding all his misfortunes, referved this precious 
gift to the lafr extremity ; but after . his trial and con

demnation, he refolvcd to try the experiment, and he 

committed the ring to the countefs of Nottingham, 

whom he defircd to deliver it to the queen. The coun

tefs was prevailed on by her hufband, the mortal enemy 
of Eflex, not to execute the commiffion ; and Elizabeth, 
who frill expeCted, that her favourite would make this 
lafr appeal to her tendernefs, and who afcribed the ne

gleCt of it to his invincible obfiinacy, was, after much 
delay, and many internal combats, puihed by refentment 

and policy to fign the warrant for his execution. The 

countefs of Nottingham falling into ficknefs, and finding 

herfelf approach towards her end, was feized with re

morfe for her conduCt; and having obtained a vifit from 

the queen, ihe craved her pardon, and revealed to her the 

fatal fecret. The queen, afmnifhed with this incident, 

burfi into a furious paffion : She ihook the dying coun
tefs in her bed ; and crying to her, That God might par ... 

don her, but Jhe never could, fhe broke from her, and 
thenceforth rcfigned hcrfelf over to the deepefi: and moft 
incurable melancholy. She rejected all confolation : She 

even rcfufed food and fufrenanc:::: And throwing herfelf 

on the floor, fhe remained fullen and immoveable, feed
ing her thoughts on her affiiCtions, and declaring life 

and 
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and exiftence an infufferable burthen to her. Few words C 1t A P. 

fue uttered; and they were all expreffive of fome inward ~ 
grief, which £he cared not to reveal : But fighs and t6u3, 

groans were the chief vent, which fhe gave to her de
fpondency, and which, though they difcovered her for-
rows, were never able to eafe or affuage them. Ten days 
and nights :lhe lay upon the carpet, leaning on cufhions 
which her maids brought her; and her phyficians could 
not perfuade her to allow herfelf t<;> be put to bed, much 
lefs to make trial of any remedies, which they prefcribed 
to her 1• Her anxious mind, at laft, had fo long preyed 

on her frail body, that her end was vifibly approaching; 
and the council, being affembled, fent the keeper, ad-
miral, and fecretary, to know her will with regard to her 
fucceffor. She anfwered with a faint voice, that, as fhe 
had held a regal fcepter, fhe defired no other than a royal 
fucceffor. Cecil requefting her to explain herfelf more 
particularly, fhe fubjoined, that fhe would have a king 
to fucceed her ; and who fhould that be but her neareft 
kinfman, the king of Scots? Being then advifed by the 
archbiihop of Canterbury to fix her thoughts upon God, 
fue replied, that !he did fo, nor did her mind in the leafi: 
wander from him. Her voice foon after left her; her And death.' 

fenfes failed; ihe fell into a lethargic Ilumber, which 2 {-thMarch. 

continued fame hours ; and !he expired gently·, without 
farther :fl:ruggle or convulfion, in the feventieth year of 

her age, and forty-fifth of her reign. 

So dark a cloud overcaft the evening of that day, which And cha

had £hone out with a mighty lufrre in the eyes of ~11 Eu- ratter. 

rope. There are few great perfonages in hiilory, who 
have heen more expofed to the calumny of enemies, and 
the adulation of friends, than queen Elizabeth ; and yet 
there fcarcely is any, whofc reputation has been more 
e~rtainiy determined, by the unanimous confent of pof-

1 Strype, vol. iv, No :176. 
terity. 
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c :Ltv.P. terity. The unufual length of her adminifrration, and 
'---v---1 the firong features of her charaB:er, were able to over .... 

160l• come all prejudices; and obliging her detraB:ors to abate 

much of their inveB:ives, and her admirers fomewhat of 
their panegyrics, have at lafr, in fpite of political fac .. 

tions, and what is more, of religious animofities, pro

duced an uniform judgment with regard to her conduCt. 

Her vigour, her confrancy, her magnanimity, her pene

tration, vigilance, addrefs, are allowed to merit the 

highefr praifes, and appear not to have been furpaffed by 

any perfon that ever filled a throne: A conduct lefs 

n "gorous, lefs imperious, more fincere, more indulgent to 

her people, would have · been requifite to form a perfect 

charaCter. By the force of her mind, :lhe controuled all 

her more aCl:ive and frronger qualities, and prevented 

them from running into excefs: Her heroifm was exempt 

from temerity, her frugality from avarice, her friend:lhip 
from partiality, her active temper from turbulency ·and 

a vain ambition: She guarded not herfelf with equal care 

or equal fuccefs from leffer infirmities; the rivaHhip of 

beauty, the defire of :1dmiration, the jealoufy of love, and 
the fallies of anger. 

HER fingular talents for government were founded 

equally on her temper and on her capacity. Endowed 
with a great command over herfelf, ihe foon obtained an 

uncontrouled afcendant over her people ; and while fhe 
merited all their efteem by her rea} virtues, fhe alfo en

gaged their affection by her pretended ones. Few fove

reigns of England fucceeded to the throne in more difficuft 

circumfrances; and none ever condueted the government 

with fuch uniform fuccefs and felicity. Though unac

quainted with the practice of toleration, the true fecret 

for managing religious faB:ions, :lhe preferved her people, 

by her fuperior prudence, from thofe confufions, in 

which theological controverfy had involved all the neigh-
bouring 
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bouring nations: And though her enemies were the mofi C H A P. 

powerful princes of Europe, the mofi: aCtive, the mofr ~ 
enterprifing, the leaft fcrupulous, :fhe was . able by her t6o3. 

vigour to make deep impreffions on their frate : Her own 
greatnefs, meanwhile, remained untouched and unim-
paired. 

THE wife minifters and brave warriors, who flourifhed 
under her reign, £hare the praife of her fuccefs; but in
fiead of leffening the applaufe due to her, they make 
great addition to it. They owed, all of them, their 
advancement to her choice; they were fupported by her 
conftancy ; and with all their ability, they were never 
able to acquire any undue afcendant over her. In her 
family, in her court, in her kingdom: :fhe remained 
equally miftrefs: The force of the tender paffions was 
great over her, but the force of her mind was frill fupe
rior; and the combat, which her viCl:ory apparently co:fi: 
her, ferves only to difplay the firmnefs of her refolution, 
and the loftinefs of her ambitious fentiments. 

THE fame of this princefs, though it ha3 furmounted 
the prejudices both of faCtion and bigotry, yet lies frill 
expofed to another prejudice, which is more durable be
caufe more natural, and which, according to the different 
views in which we furvey her, is capable either of exalt
ing beyond meafure, or diminiiliing the luftre of her cha
raCter. This prejudice is founded on the confideration of 
her fex. When we contemplate her as a woman, we are 
apt to be frruck with the highefr admiration of her great 
qualities and extenfive capacity; but we are alfo apt to re .. 
quire fome more foftnefs of difpofition, fome greater lenity 
of temper, fome of thofe amiable weakneffes by which her 
fex is difringuiilied. But the true method of efrim~ting 
her merit, is to lay afide all thefe confiderations, and 

confider her merely as a rational being, placed in autho-
VoL. V. G g rity, 
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c H A P. rity, and entrufied with the government of mankind. 
~ We may find it difficult to reconcile our fancy to her as 

l6o3• a wife or a mifirefs; but her qualities as a fovereign,. 
though with fome confiderable exceptions, are the objeet 
of undifputed applaufe and approbation. · 
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T HE party amongft us, who have diftinguiihed them- Appendix: 

felves by their adhering to liberty and <\popular III. 

government, have long indulged their prejudices againft~ 
the fucceeding race of princes, by beftowing unbounded of England. 

panegyrics on the virtue and wifdom of Elizabeth. They 
have even been fo extremely ignorant of the tranfaC!:ions 
of this reign; as to extol her for a quality, which, of all 
others, fue was the leafl: pofieft of; a tender regard for 
the conftitution, and a concern for the liberties and pri-
vileges of her people. But as it is fcarcely poffible for 
the prepoffeffions of party to throw a veil much longer 
over faC!:s fo palpable and undeniable, there is danger left 
the pubiic ihould run into the oppofi.te extreme, and 
fhould entertain an averfion to the memory of a princefs, 
who exercifed the royal authority in -a manner fo con-
trary to ali the ideas, which we at prefent entertain of 
a legal conftitution. But Elizabeth only fupportcd the 
prerogatives, tranfmitted to her by her immediate prede-
ceffors: She believed that her fubjeB:s were entitled to no 
more liberty than their anceftors had enjoyed: She found 
that they entirely acquiefced in her arbitrary adminiftra-
tion: And it was not natural for her to find fault with 
a form of government, by which ihe herfelf was ini'efted 
with fuch 1.lnlimited authority. In the particular exer-
tions of power, the queftion ought never to be forgot, 

G g 2 lYhat 
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Appendix lFhat is bejl? But in the general difhibution of power 

'-~ among the feveral members of a conftitution, there can 

feldom be admitted any other queftion, than What is 

dfablijhed? Few examples occur of princes, who have 

willingly reftgned their power: None of thofe who have, 

·without frruggle and reluctance, allowed it to be ex

torted from them. If any other rule than eftablilhed 

praClice be followed, faCl:ions and diffentions mufl: mul

tiply without end: And though many confritutions, and 

none more than the Briti.lh, have been improved even by 

violent innovations, the praife, beftowed on thofe pa

triots, to whom the nation has been indebted for its pri

vileges, ought to be given with fome referve, and furely 

without the leafl: rancour againfr thofe who adhered to 

the ancient confl:itution 1 ~ 

IN order to underftand the ancient conftitution of 

England, there is not a period which deferves more to 

be ftudied than the reign of Elizabeth. The preroga

tives of this prince(<; were fcarcely ever aifputed, and fhct' 

therefore employed them without fcruple: Her imperious 

temper, a circumfrance in which fhe went far beyond her 

fucceffors, rendered her exertions of power violent and 

frequent, and difcovered the full extent of her autho

rity: The great popularity, which fhe enjoyed, proves, 

that fhe did not infringe any effablifhed liberties of the 

people : There remains evidence fu:fficient to afcertain the

mofl: noted aCts of her admini!hation : And though that 

I By the ancient con!litution, is here meant that which -prevailed before the 

fcttlemtnt of our prefent plan of liberty. There was a more ancient confti. 

tution, where, though the people had perhaps lefs liberty than under the 

Tudors, yet the kiag had alfu.Jefs authority: The power of the barons was 

a great check upon him, and exercifed great ryranny-over them, But there 

was fiill a more ancient conilitution, viz. that before the figning of the 

charters,.where neither the people por the barons had any regular privileges ; 

;md the power of the government. during the reign of an able prince, wai 

~lmoft: \\·holly in the kint. The Englifh ccn!t-itution, like all others, has 

Lt:t~ in a fiate of continual flu!luation, 

6 evidence 

tl 
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evidence mu!l: be drawn from a fource wide of the ordi- AppandiJC 

h . n. • . b 1 h . UI. 
nary 1uonans, 1t ecomes on y t e more authentic on~ 

that account, and ferves as a ftronger proof, that the 

particular exertions of her power were conceived to be 

nothing but the ordinary courfe of adminifiration, fince 

they were not thought remarkable enough to be recorded 

even by contemporary writers. If there was any differ-

ence in this particular, the people, in former reigns, feem 

rather to have been more fubmiffive than even during 

the age of Elizabeth m : It may not here be improper to 

recount fome of the ancient prerogatives of the crown, 

and lay open the fources of that great power, which the 

Englifh monarchs formerly enjoyed. 

ONE of the mofr ancient and mofl: efl:ablifhed infl:ru

ments of power was the court of Star-chamber, which 

poffeffed an unlimited difcretionary authority of fining, 

imprifoning, and inRitl:ing corporal punifhment, and 

whofe jurifditl:ion extended to all forts of ofFences, con

tempts, and diforders, that lay not within reach of the 

common law. The members of this court confifi:ed of 

the privy council and the judges ; men, who all of them 

enjoyed their officei during pleafure : And \vhen the 

prince himfelf was prefent, he was the foie juclge, and 

all the orhers could only interpofe with their advice. 

There needed but this one court in any government, to 

put an end to all regular, legal, and exatl: plans of li

berty. For who durfi: fet himfelf in oppofition to the 

crown and minifl:ry, or afpire to the character of being 

a patron or' freedom, while expo fed to fo arbitrary a j u

rifdiction? I much quefiion, whether any of the abfolute 

m In a memorial of the ftate ~f the realm, drawn by fecretary Cccil, in 

1569, there is this paffage : " Then fullowtth the decay of obeci1ence in 

" civil policy, which being compared with the fearfulnefs and reverence of 

'' all inferior c:Hates to thetr fuperiors in times pall, will a!tonilh ;~ny wife and 

" confiderate perfon, to behold the defperation of reformation." Haynel', 

P• 586, Again, p. siS. 

Gg3 monarchies 
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Appendix monarchies in Europe contain, at prefent, fo illegal and 
Ill. d r: . 'b 1 
~ e1potic a tp una . 

THE court of High Commiffion was another jurifdic..

tion frill more terrible; both becaufe the crime of herefy, 

of which it took cognizance; was more undefinable than 

any civil offence, and becaufe its methods of inquifition 
and of adminifiering oaths, were more conttary to all 

the mofi fimple ideas of jufl:ice and equity! The fines 

and imprifonments impofed by this court were frequent: 

The deprivations and fufpenfions of the clergy for non

conformity were alfo numerous, and comprehended at one 
time the third of all the ecclefiafi:ics of England n. 'I' he 

queen, in a letter to the archbiiliop of Canterbury, 

faid exprefsly, that fhe was refolved, " That no man 

" fhould be fuffered to decline either on the left or on 
~' the right hand, from the drawn line limited by autho
" rity, and by her laws and injunttions 0 ." 

BuT l\1artial Law went beyond even thefe two courts 

in a prompt and arbitrary and violent method of decifion. 
Whenever there was any infurreetion or public diforder, 
the crov.rn employed martial law; and it was, during that 
time, exercifed not only over the foldiers, but over the 
whole people : Any one might be punifhed as a rebel, or 

;m aider and abettor of rebellion, whom the provofr

martial, or lieutenant of a county, or their deputies, 

pleafeq to fufpeB:. Lord Bacon fays, that the trial at 
common law granted to the earl of Effex, and his fel

low confpirators, was a favour : For that the cafe would 

have born and required the feverity of martial law P. We 

have feen infl:ances of its being employed by queen Mary 
in defence of orthodoxy. There remains a letter of 

queen Elizabetp's to ;he earl of Suffex, after the fup-

n Neal, vol. i. p 479• 

r ~ sro. 
o Murden, p. 183. P Vol. iv. 

,., ,, 

cii 

In 
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preffion of the northern rebel ion, in which fhe fuarply Aprendix 

reproves him, becaufe ihe lad not heard . of his having~ 

executed any criminals by m::1rtial law q : though it is 

probable, that near eight hundred perfons fuffercd, one 

way or other, on account of that flight infurretl:ion. 

But the kings of England did not always limit the exer-

cife of this law to the times of civil war and diforder. 

In I 552, when there was no rebellion, or infurrecrion, 

king Edward granted a commiffion of mar( al la\v ; and 

empowered the commiffioners to execute it, as jlH;u/d b 

thought by their difcretions mojl neceJforJ. r. ~een Elizabeth 

too was not fparing in the ufe of this law. In r 57 3, 

one Peter Burchet a puritan, being perfuaded that it wa 

meritorious to kill fuch as oppofed the truth of the gofpel, 

ran into the frreets, and wounded Hawkins, the famous 

{ea-captain, whom he took for Hatton, the queen's fa-

vourite. The queen was fo incenfed, that fhe ordered 

him to be pun"fhed inftantly by martial law; but upon 

the rem~nfrrance of fome prudent counfellors, who told 

her, that this law was ufually confined to turbulent times, 

fue recalled her order, and delivered over Burchet to the 

common laws. But fue continued not alw·ays fo rcferved 

in exerting this authority. There remains a proclama-

tion of hers, in which fue orders martial law to be ufed 

againfr all fuch as import bulls, or even forbidden books 

and pamphlets from abroad t ; and prohibits the quefrion-

ing of the lieutenants or their deputies for their arbitrary 

punifhment of fuch offenders, any law o1· Jlatutg to the 

contrary in any wife notwithjlanding. vV c have another 

aB: of hers frill more extraordinary. The frrccts of 

London were much infefted with idle vagabonds and riot-

ous perfons : The lord mayor had endea 'Oured to reprefs 

q MS. of Lord Royfron's from the Paper Office. r Strype's Ecclef. 

Memoirs, vol. ii. P• 373, 4s8, 9• s CamJcn, p. 446, Strype1 

Yol, ii, P• ~88, t Strype, vol. iii. P• 570. 

G g 4 this 
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Appendix this diforder: The Star-chamber had exerted its autho

~ .rity, and inlliCl:ed punifument on thefe rioters : But the 
queen finding thofe remedies inefleCl:ual, revived martial 
law, and gave Sir Thomas Wilford a commiffion of pro
voft-martial : " Granting him authority, and command
" ing him, upon fignification given by the juftices of 
" peace in London or die neighbouring counties, of fuch 
" offenders, worthy to be fpeedily executed by martial 
" law, to attach aad take the fame perfons, and in the 
" prefence of the faid juftices, acco1·ding to jufrice of 

" martial law, to execute them upon the gallows or 
" gibbet openly, or near to fuch place where the faid 
" rebellious and incorrigible offenders !hall be found to 
" have committed the faid great offences"·" l fuppofe 
it would be diffic lt to produc an infi:ance of fuch an 
aB: of authority in any place nearer than Mufcovy. The 
patent of High Confiable, granted to earl Rivers by Ed
ward IV. proves the nature of the office. The powers 
are unlimited, perpetual, and remain in force, during 

peace, as well as during war and rebellion. The parlia .. 
rt'lent, in Edward VIth's reign, acknowledged the jurif
diCtion of the Confiable and Marlhal's-court to be part 
of the law of the land w. 

THE Star-chamber, and High Commiffion, -and Court
m-artial, though arbitrary jurifdiCtions, had ftill fome 
pretence of a trial, at leafr of a fentence ; but there was 
a grievous punilhment very generally inflicted in that 

age, without any other authority than the warrant of a 

~ecretary of frate, or of the pnvy-council x ; and that 
was, imprifonment in any jail, and during any time that 
the minifiers fuould think proper. In (ufpicious times, 

u Rymer, vol. xvi. p. :179· w 7 Edw. VI. cap. 20, See Sir John 

Davis's quefi:ion concerning impofitions, p. 9• x In tsSS, the lord 

mayor committed feveral cit!zeJ.s to prifon, becauf~ ~he~ refufed t~ pay th, 

loan demanded of them, M Llrden, p. 631.• 

all 
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all the jails were full of prifbners Qf ftate; and thefe un .. Appendix 

happy viCl:ims of public jealoufy were fometimes thrown~ 

into dungeons, and loaded with irons, and treated in 

the m oft cruel manner, without their being abl to obtain 

any remedy from law. 

THIS practice wa an itl:direct way of employing tor

ture : But the rack itfelfj though not admitted in the 

ordinary execution of juRice r, was frequen Iy ufed, 

upon any fufpidon, by aLithority of a warrant from a 

fecretary or the privy-council. 1 Even the council in the 

marches of Wales was empowered, by their very corn 

miffion, to make ufe of tl>rture, whenever they thought 

prop r z. There cannot be a ftronger proof how lightly 

the rack was employed, t:han the following ftory, told by 

lord Bacon. We iliall give it in his own \vords : " The 

" queen was mightily incenfed againft Haywarde, on ac

" count of a book he dedicated to lord Effex, being a 

" ftory of the firfl year of Henry IV. thinking it a fedi

" tious prelude to put into the people's heads boldnefs 

" and fatl:ion a: She faid, fhe had an opinion that there 

" was treafon in it, and afked me, If I could not find 

" any places in it, that might be drawn within tl e cafe 

" of treafon? vVhereto I ant\vered, For trcafon, fure I 

" found none; but for felony, very many: An when 

" her majefty hafti1y afked me, Wherein? I told her, 

" the author had committed very apparent theft: For 

" he had taken mofi: of the fentences of Cornelius Ta

'~ citus, and tranflated them inl:o Englifh, and p t them 

" into his text. And another time, when the queen 

" could not be perfuaded, t at it was his writing whofe 

Y Harrifon, book ii. chap. Jio z Haynes, p. 196. See farther 

la Boderie, vol, i. p. 2-JJ. a To our apprehenfion, Haywarde's book 

feems rather to have a contrary tend"ency. Far he has there preferveci the 

famous fpeech of the bifltop of Carlifle, which contains, in the moll: exprefs 

terms, the doClrine of paffive obedience, But queen Elizabeth was very dif

~cult to pleafe on thii heed. 
" name 
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Appendix " name was to it, but that it had fome more mifchievous Ill. 
~" author, and faid with great indignation, that {he 

" would have him racked to produce his author; I re ... 
" plied, Nay, madam, he is a doB:or, never rack his 
" perfon, but rack his fl:yle : Let him have pen, ink, ~ 
" and paper, and help of hooks, and be enjoined to con-
" tinue the fl:ory where it breaketh off, and I will under-
" take, by collating the fl:yles, to judge whether he were 
" the author or no b." Thus, had it not , ~een for Ba-
con's humanity, or rather his wit, this author, a man 
of letters, had been put to the rack, for a mofr innocent 
performance. His real offence was, his dedicating a book 
to that munificent patron of the learned, the earl of 
Eflex, at a time when this nobleman lay under difgrace 
with her majefl:y. 

THE queen's menace, of trying and punifhing Hay
warde for treafon, could eafily have been executed, let his 
book have been ever fo innocent. While fo many ter
rors hung over the people, no jury durfl: have acquitted 
a man whom the court was refolved to have condemned. 
The praCl:ice alfo, of not confronting witneffes with the 
prifoner, gave the crown lawyers all imaginable advan
tage againfl: him. And, indeed, there fcarcely occurs an 
jnfl:ance, during all thefe reigns, that the fovereign, or 
the minifrers, were ever difappointed in the iffue of a 
profecution, Timid juries, and judges who held their 
offices during pleafure, never failed to fecond all the 
views of the crown. And as the praCtice was anciently 
common of fining, imprifoning, or otherwife puni:lhing 
the jurors, merely at the difcretion of the court, for 
finding their verdiB: contrary to the direCl:ion of thefe 
dependant judges; it is obvious, that juries were theq 
no manner of fecurity to the liberty of the fubjeCt. 

b Cabala, p. ii. 
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_,fHE power of preffing, both for fea and land fervicc, Appendilc 

and obliging any perfon to accept of any office, how-~ 
ever mean or unfit for him, was another prerogative 

totally incompatible with freedom. Oiliorne gives the 

following account of Elizabeth's method of employing 

this prerogative. " In cafe £he found any likely to in-

" terrupt her occafions," fays he, '' ihe did feafonably 

" prevent him by a chargeable employment abro;d, or 

" putting him upon fome fervice at home, which fhe 

" knew leafr grateful to the people: Contrary to a falfe 

" maxim, fince pratl:ifed with far worfe fuccefs, by fuch 

" princes as thought it better huibandry to buy off ene.-

" mies than reward friends c." The practice, with 

v,rhich Oiborpe reproaches the two immediate fucceifors 

of Elizabeth, proceeded, partly from the extreme diffi-

culty of their fituation, partly from the greater lenity of 

their difpofition. The power of preffing, as may natu-

r~lly be imagined, was often abufed, in other refpetl:s~ 

by men of inferior rank; and officers often ex~B:ed mo-

n~ y for freeing perfons from the fervice d. 

THE government of England during that age, how

ever different in other particulars, bore, in this refpetl:, 

fome refemblance to that of Turkey at prefent: The 

fovereign poffeifed every power, except that of impofing 

taxes: And in both countries this limitation, unfupported 

by other privileges, appears rather prejudicial to the people. 

In Turkey, it obliges the Sultan to permit the extortion 

of the bafhas and governors of provinces, from whom 

he afterwards fqueezes prcfents or takes forfeitures : In 

Enaland it cno-ap-ed the queen to ereB: monopolies, and 
b ' b 0 

grant patents for exclufive trade : An invention fo per-

nicious, that, had fhe gone on, during a track of year~, 

at her own rate, England, the feat of riches, and arts, 

d Murden, p. t8J, 
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Appendix aftd commerce, would have contained at prefent as little 
llt • A A ~-cw+ mduu:ry as Morocco, or the coau; of Barbary. 

WE may further obferve, that this valuable privilege, 
;raluable only becaufe it proved afterwards the means by 
which the parliament extorted all their other privileges:J 
was very much encroached on, in an indirea manner, 
during the reign of Elizabeth, as well as of her predecef
fors. She often exaCted loans from her people; an arbi .. 
trary and unequal kind of impo!ition, and which indivi
duals felt feverely: For though the money had been 
regularly refrored, which was feldom the cafe c, it lay 
in the prince's hands without intereft, which was a
{enfible lofs to the perfons from whom the money was 
borrowed f. 

THERE remains a propofal made by lord Burleigh, for 
levying a general loan from the people, equivalent to a 
fubfidy g; a fcheme which would have laid the burthen 
more equally, but which was, in different words~ a taxa
tion, -impofed without confent of parliament. It is re
markable, that the fche e, t. propofed, without any 
vifible neceffity, by that wife minifi:er, is the very fame 
which Henry VIII. executed, and which Charles I. en
raged by ill ufage from his parliament, and reduced to 
the greateft difficulties, put afterwards in prattice} to the 
great difcontent of the nation. 

THE demand of benevolence was another invention 
of that age for taxing the people. This practice was fo 
little conceived to be irregular, that the commons, in 
1585, offered the queen a be~evolence; which fhe very 

e Bacon, vol. iv. p. 36z. f In the fecond of Richard II. it was 
enatl:ed tha.t in loans, which the king lhall require of his fubjeets, upon let
ters of Privy Seal, fuch a"!; have reafonahle excufe of not lending, may there 
be received without further fummons, travel or grief. See Cotton's Abridg. 
P• 170. By this law, the king's prerog3tive of exatl:ing loans was ratified ; 
2nd what ought to be deemed a rtafonahlt e:rcufe was 1\illleft in his own 
breal~, to determine. g Haynes, p. 518, 5'9· 

generoufly 
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generoufly refufed, as having no occafion, at that time, Appendix 

for money h. ~een Mary alfo, by an order of council, ~ 

encreafed the cufloms in fome branches ; and her fifrer 

imitated the example i. There was a fpecies of iliip 

money impofed at the time of the Spani!h invafion: The 

feveral ports were required to equip a certain number of 

veffels at their own charge ; and fuch was the alacrity of 

the people for the public defence, that fome of the ports, 

particularly London, fent double the number demanded 

of them k. When any levies were made for Ireland, 

France, or the Low Countries, the queen obliged the 

counties to levy the foldiers, to arm and cloath them, 

and carry them to the fea-ports at their own charge. 

New Year's gifts were, at that time, expeeled from the 

nobility, and from the more con!iderable gentry 1• 

PuRVEYANCE and pre-emption :were alfo methods of 

taxation, unequal, arbitrary, and oppreffive. The whole 

kingdom felt fen!ibly the burthen of thofe impofitions; 

and it was regarded as a great privilege conferred on Ox

ford and Cambridge, to prohibit the pur.veyors from 

taking any commoditie~ within five miles of thefe uni

verfities. The queen victualled her navy by means of this 

prerogative, during the fi r t years of her reign m. • 

WARDSHIP was the mofl regular and legal of all thefe 

impofitions by prerogative: Yet w:1s it a great badge of 

flavery, and oppreffive to all the confiderable families. 

When an eflate devolved to a female, the fovereign ob

liged her to marry any one he plcafed: vVhethcr the heir 

were male or female, the crown enjoyed the whole profit 

of the eftate during the minority. The giving of a rich 

wardlhip was a ufual method of rewarding a courtier or 

favo rite. 

)t D'Ewes, p. 494• 1 Baron, vol. iv. p. 36z. 

P• 167. J Stryfe's Memoirs, vul. i, p. 137· 

P· 388, 

k Monfon, 

m C mden., 
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Apfiaaix THJ: inventions were endlefs, which arbitrary power 
t.;;.ii 'w. -..1 might employ for the extorting of money, while the 

people imagined, that their property was fecured by the 
il'OWn's being debarred from impofing taxes. Strype has 
preferved ~ fpeech of lord Burleigh to the queen and 
council, in which are contained fome particul-ars not a 
little extraordinary n. Burleigh propofes, that lhe fuould 
erea a court for the correaion of all abufes, and fhould 
confer on the commiffioners a general inquifitorial powet 
over the whole kingdom. He fets before her eyes the 
example of her wife grandfather, Henry VII. who, by fuch 
methods, augmented extremely his revenue ; and he 
recothmends, that this new court :lhould proceed, " as 
"' ~ll ,by the direCl:ion and ordinary courfe of the laws, 

" as by virtue of her majefty's fupreme regiment and 
" abfolute power, from whence law proceeded." In a word, 
he expecb from this inftitution, greater acceffion to the 
royal treafure, than Henry VIII. derived from the abo'
lition of the abbeys, and all the forfeitures of ecclefi
afi:ical revenues. Thi_s projeCl: of lord Burleigh need~ 
not-, I think, any comment. A form of government 
ntuft be very arbitrary indeed, where a wife and good 
minifter could make fuch a propofal to the fovereign. 

EMBARGOES o~ merchandize was another engine of 
royal power, by which the Englilh princes were able to 
extort money from the people. We have (een irtftances 
in the reign of Mary. Elizabeth, before her c_oronation, 
iJfued an order to the cuftom-houfe, prohibiting the fale 
of all crimfon filks, which lhould be imported, till the 
court were firft provided 0 • She expeCl:ed, no doubt, a 
a good penny-worth front the merchants, while they lay 
under this reftraint. 

o Sttypt, 'tol. i. P• 1.74 

Ta 
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THE parliament pretended to the right of enaCl:ing App~ndix 

laws, as well as of granting fubfidies; but this privilege~ 
was, during that age, frill more infignificant than the 

other. ~een Elizabeth exprefsly prohibited them from 

meddling either with :fl:ate matters or ecclefia:fl:ical caufes; 

and £he openly fent the members to prifon, who dared to 

trangrefs her imperial ediCt in thefe particulars. 'I'here 

paired few feffions of parliament, during her reign, where 

there occur not in:fi:ances of this arbitrary conoua. 

BuT the legiflative power of the parliament was a mere 

fallacy; while the fovereign was univerfally acknowledged 

to poffefs a difpenfing power, by which all the laws could 

be invalidated, and rendered of no effect. The exercife 

of this power was alfo an indirect method pratl:ifed for 

erecting monopolies. Where the :fl:atutes laid any branch 

of manufacture under re:fi:rietions, the fovereign, by ex

empting one perfon from the laws, gave him in effeCt the 

monopoly of that commodity P, There was no grievance~ 

at that time, more univerfally complained of, than the 

frequent difpenfing with the penal laws q. 

BuT in reality, the crown poffe!fed the full legiflative 

power, by means of proclamations, which might affeCl: 

any matter, even of the greateft importance, and which 

the Star-chamber took care to fee more rigoroufly exe

cuted than the laws themfelves. The motives for thefe 

proclamations were fometimes frivolous and even ridicu

lous. Q!teen Elizabeth had taken offence at the fmell of 

woad; and £he dfued an ediCt: prohibiting any one from 

cultivating that ufeful plant r. She was alfo pleafed to 

take offence at the long fwords and high ruffs then in 

fafuion : She fent about her officers, to break every man's 

fword, and clip every man's ruff, which was beyond a 

P Rymer, tom. xv. p. 756. D'Ewes, p. 645. q Murden, 

P' 325. r Townfend's Journals1 p, 2-50• Stow's Annals, 

certain 
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Appendix certain length r. This practice refembles fomewhat the 

t...!1~ method employed by the great Czar Pet~r, to make his 
fubje8:s change their garb. 

THE queen's prohibition of thepr()phefyingswas founded 
on a better reafon; but: thews frill the unlimited extent 
of her prerogative. Four or five perfons could not meet 
together, in order to read the {(:riptures, and confer about 
religion, though in ever fo orthodox a manner, without 
her permiffion. 

THERE were many other branches of prerogative in
compatible with an exaCt: or regular enjoyment of liberty. 
None of the nobility could marry without permiffion from 

the fovereign. The queen detained the earl of South
ampton long in prifon, becaufe he privately married the 
earl of Effex's coufin s. No man could travel without 
the cc;mfent of the prince. Sir William Evers underwent 
a fevere perfecution, becaufe he had prefumed to pay a 
private vifit to the king of Scots t, The fovereign even 
affumed a fupreme and uncontrouled authority over all 
fore~gn trade; and neither allowed any perfon to enter or 

depart the kingdom, nor any commodity to be imported 
r exported, without his eonfent u. 

THE parliament, in the thirteenth of the queen, praifed 
her for not imitating the pra&ice, ufual among her pre
deceffors, of flopping the courfe of j ufi:ice by particular 
warrants"'· There could not poffibly be a greater abufe, 
nor a fironger mark of arbitrary power; and the queen, 
in refraining from it, was very laudable. But fhe was by 
no means confiant in this referve. There remain in the 
public records fome warrants of her's for exempting per
fons from all lawfuits and profecutions x ; and thefe :war-

r Townfend's Jourhals, p.150. Stow's Annals. Strype, vol. ii. p. 603 
s Birch's Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 4'L2.. t Jbid. p. 51 I. 

u Sir Jvhn Davis's quefiion concerning impofitions, paffim. 

"' D'Ewes, p. 141, x Rymer, tom. il'''• p. 65z, 7oS, 771• 

rants, 
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r~nts, ihe fays, fhe grants from her royal prerogative, ApPt"ncix 

which ihc will not allow to be difputed. ~ 

IT was ;rery ufual in queen Elizabeth's reign, and 

probably in all the preceding reigns, for noblemen or 

privy-counfellors to commit to prifon any one, who had 

happened to difpleafe the~, by fuing for his jufl: debts; 

and the unhappy perfon, though he gained his caufe in 

the courts of jufl:ice, w:.1.s commor.Jy obliged to relir.quifh 

his property in order to obtain his liberty. Some like

wife, who had been delivered from prifon by the judges~ 

were again committed to cufiody in fecret places, with

out any poffibility of obtaining relief; and even the offi

cers and ferjeants of the courts of law were pu!1iihed for 

ex~cuting the writs in favour of thefe perfons. Nay, it 

was ufual to fend for people by purfuivants, a kind of 

harp:es, who then attended the orders of the council and 

high ommiffion ; and they were brought up to London, 

and conihained by imprifonmcnt, not only to withdraw 

their lawful fuits, but ·alfo to pay the purfuivnnts great 

· fums of money. 1'he judges, in the 34th of the queen, 

complain to her majefl:y of the frequency of this praCtice. 

It is probable, that fo ~gregious a tyranny was carried no 

further do vn than the reign of Elizabeth ; fince the par

liament, who prefented the petition of right, found no 

latter infl:ances of it Y, And even-thcfc very judges of 

Elizabeth, who thus proteCt the p~ople aga!nfr the tyranny 

of the great, exprefsly allow, that a perfon, committed 

by fpecial command of the queen, is not bailable. 

IT is eafy to imagine, that, in fuch a government, no 

j ufiice could, by coude of law, b(! obtained of the fove

reign, unlefs he were willing "to allow it. In . the naval 

expedition, undert~1ken by Raleigh and Frobi!her againff: 

the Spaniards, in the year . ... 592, a very rich carrack 

y Rulhworth, vol. i, p, S!J· Franklyn's .1\nn;:ls, P• 2.50, 2.51. 

VoL. V. Hh 
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Appendix was taken, worth two hundred thoufand pounds. The 
Ill. 

'--'v--1 queen's fhare in the adventure was only a tenth part; but 

as the prize was fo great, and exceeded fo much the ex

peCl:ation of all the adventurers, fhe was determined not 

to· refl: contented with her fhare. Raleigh' humbly and 

earneftly begged her to accept of an hundred thoufand 

pounds, in lieu of all demands, or rather extortions ;. 

and fays, that the prefent, which the proprietors were 

willing to make her, of eighty thoufand pounds, was. 

the greatefr that ever prince received from a fubjeet z. 

BuT it is no wonder the queen,, in her adminifl:ration 7 

· :lhould pay fo little regard to- liberty; while the parlia

ment itfelf; in enacting laws,. was entirely negligent of. 

it. The perfecuting ftatutes,, which they paffed againft 

papifl:s and puritans, are extremely contrary to the genius 

of freedom ; and by expofing fuch multitudes to the 

tyrat ny of priefts and bigots,. acct:dl:omed the people t<> 

the moft difgraceful fubjeCl:ion. Their conferring an· 

unlimited fupremacy on the queen, or what is worfe,, 

acknowledging her inherent right to- it~- was another 

proof of their voluntary fervitude ... 

THE law of the 2 3d' of her reign,. making feditioua 

words againft the queen capital,. is alfo, a very tyrannical; 

fiatute ; and an ufe, no lefs tyrannical,. was fometimeil\ 

made of it. The cafe of Udal,. a puritanical. clergyman7' 

feems fingular, even. in, thofe arbitrary times. This man 

had publi{hed a book, called a demonftration of difci

pline, in which he inveighed againff the government 

of biihops ;· and though· he had· carefully endeavoured to 

conceal his name, he was thrown into prifon upon 

fufpicion, and brought to a trial for this offence. It 

· was pretended, that the biihops were part of the queen's 

political body ; and to fpeak againft them, was really t<> • 

z. Strype, vol. iv, p. uS, ug. 

attack 
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attack her, and was therefore felony by the fl:atute. This Appendix 

h 1 . . . h. h Ud nr. 
was not t e on y tmqu1ty to w IC al was expofed. ~ 

The judges would not allow the jury to determine any 

thing but the faCt, whether Udal had writ the book, or 

not, without examining his intention, or the import of 

the words. In order to prove the faCt, the crown law-

yers did not produce a fingle witnefs to the court: They 

only read the tefl:imony of two perfons abfent, one of 

whom faid, that Udal had told him he was the author ; 

another, that a friend of Udal's had faid fo. They would 

not allow Udal to produce any exculpatory evidence; 

which, they faid, was never to be permitted againft the 

crown a. And they tendered him an oath, by which he 

was required to depofe, that he was not author of the 

book; and his refufal to give that tefl:imony was em-

ployed as the fl:rongeft proof of his guilt. It is almofi: 

needlefs to add, that, notwithftanding thefe multiplied 

iniquities, a verdiCt of death was given by the jury 

againft Udal: For as the queen was extremely bent upon 

his profecution, it was impoffible he could efcape b, He 

died in prifon, before execution of the fentencc. 

THE ca(e of Penry was, if poffible, frill harder. This 

man was a zealous puritan, or rather a Brownift; and 

he had written againft the hierarchy feveral tracts, fuch 

as Martin Marprelate, Thefts Martiniante, and other 

compofitions, full of low fcurrility and petulant fatire. 

After concealing himfelf for fome years, he was feized ; 

and as the fl:atut~ againft fcditious words required, tha 

the criminal fhould be tried within a year after commit

ting the offence, he could not be indiCted for his printe 

books. He was therefore tried for fome papers found in 

a It was never fully eftablill1ed, that the prifoner could legally produce 

evidence againll the crown, till after the revolution. See Blackefionc's Corn~ 

mentaries, vol. iv. p. 352.• b State Trials1 vol, i, P• 114. S:rype, 

1 l, h•, p. 21. ld, Life of Whitgift, P• 343• 

Hh2 hi~ 
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Apptndh his pocket, as if he had thereby fcattered fedition c. It 
Irl. . 

~was alfo imputed to him, by the lord keeper, Puckenng, 

that, in fome of thefe papers, " he had only ackiww ·• 

'' led6ed her majefty's royal power to e.flablijh laws, ecclej 

" fiaftical and civil ; but had avoided the ufual terms of 

" making, enafling, decreeing, and ordaining laws : Which 

" imply," f3. ys the lord keeper, " a m oft abfol u te au- , 

"' thority d," Penry for thcfe offences was condemned 

and executed. 

THus we have feen, that the mqfl ahfolute authority of 

the fovereign, to make ufe of the lord keeper's exprcffion, 

was eftabl ifhcd on above twenty branches of prerogative, 

which are now abolifhed, and which were, every one of 

them, totally incompatible with the liberty of the fub

ject. But what enfured more effeB:ually the flavery of 

the people, than even thefe branches of prerogative, was, 

the efrablifhed principles of the times1 which attributed 

to th.e prince fuch an unlimited and indefeizable power, 

a.s was fuppofcd to be the origin of all law, and could be 

bounded and circumfcribcd by none. The homilies, pub

lifhed for the ufe of the clergy, and which they were 

enjoined to read e"l"ery Sunday in all the churcnes, incul

cate every where a blind and unlimited paffive-obedience 

to the prince, which, on no account, and under no pre~ 

tence, is it e'er lawful for fubjeB:s, in the fmallefr article, 

to depart from or infringe. Much noife has been made, 

becaufu fome court chaplains, during the fucceeding

reigns, were permitted to preach fuch doB:rines; but 

there is a great d iffcrence between thefe fermons, and dif

courfcs publi!hed by authority, avowed by the prince and 

council, and promulgated to the whole nation e. Se» 

thoroughly were thefe principles imbibed by the people, 

c Strype's Life of Whitgift, book iv. chap. 11. Neal, voJ; i. p. 5E4. 

d Strype, vol.iY. p. I 7· e GifFord, aclergyman, wasfufpcnded 

in the year I sS4, ft,r preachin" up a limited obedience to the civil magiftrate. 

Neal, vol, i. P· 4 3 5• 

during 
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.during the reigns of Elizabeth and her immediate prcde- Appt>nclix 

ceffors, th2t oppofition to them was regarded as the mofr ~ 

.flagrant fcdi tion, and was not even rewarded by that 

public praifc and approbation, w!1ich can alone fupport 

men under fuch dangers and difficulties, as attend the 

refifiance of tyrannical authority f. It was only durin 

the next generation that the noble principles of liberty 

~ook root, and fpreading themfelves, under the fheltcr 

of puritanical abfurdities, became fa[hionable ~mong the 

people. 

IT is worth remarking, that the advantage, ufual1y 

fcri.bed to abfolute monarchy, a grc~ter regularity of 

police and a more firict execution of the laws, did no 

attend the former Engli:!h government, though in many 

refpccts it fell under that denomination~ A demonfha

tion of this truth is contained in a jl,ldicious paper, which 

i:: prefenre_d by Strype g, and which was writ by ~n emj

neut j~Jfhcc of peace of Somerfetfhire, in the year I 596~ 

near the end of the queen's reign; when the a~thority of 

that prlncefs may be fuppofed to be fully corrobor~te~ 

by time, and her maxims of government improved by 

long practice. This paper contains an account of the 

diforqers wpir;h then prevailed in the county of Somerfet. 

The author fays, that forty perfons had there been exe

cuted in a year for robberies, thefts, and other felonies ; 

thirty-five burnt in the hand, thirty-fcven whipped, one 

hundred and eighty-three difcharged : That thofe who 

1 'ere difcharged were moft wicked and defperate perfons, 

f It is .remarkable, that in all the hilt-orical plays of Shakefpear, where 

the manMr.s and charaClers, and even the tranfattions of the feveral reigns are 

!o exaCtly copied, there is fcarcely any mention of ci'Vil Liberty; which fome 

pretended hiHorians have imagined to be the ubjett of all the ancient quar. 

rels, infurrecbons, and civil wars. J cannot alfo forbear remarking, that 

CJmden, in h:s accurate defcription of Britain, never takes care t9 obferve 

tht> boroughs that fend memheri to parliament, that circumltance which to ua 

would an.e .. r the ffiQf\ m•terial. g Annat., Yol. iv. P· 2.90· 

h 3 wh 
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Appendix who never could come to any good, becaufe they would 
~not work, and none would take them into fervice : That 

notwithfranding this great number of indictments, the 
fifth part of the felonies committed in the county were 
not brought to a trial ; the greater number efcaped cen
fure, either from the fuperior cunning of the felons, the 
remiifnefs of the magifrrates, or the foolifh lenity of the 
people : That the rapines committed by the infinite num
ber of wicked, wandering, idle people, were intqlerable 
to the poor countrymen, and qbliged them to a perpetual 
watch over their fheep-folds, their paftures, the~r woods, 
and their corn-fields : That the other counties of Eng-:-
1and were in no better condition than SomerfetQlire; anq 
many of them were even in a worfe : That there were 
at leafi: tqree or four huqd~ed able-bopied vagabonds i11 
every county, who lived by t~eft and rqpine; ;1nd who 
fometimes met in troops to tlre number of fixty, and com
mitted fpoil on the inhabitants : That if all the felons of 
.this kind were affembled, they would be able, if reduced 
to good fubjetl:ion, to give the greatefl: enemy her majefi:y 
has a Jlrong battle : An4 that the magifrrates themfelves 
were intimidated from executing the laws upon them; 
and there were examples of jufrices of peace, who, aftef 
giving fentence againfi: rogues, had interpofed to ftop 
the execution of their own fentence, on account of the 
aanger, which hung over them from the confederates of 
thefe felons. 

IN the year 1575, the queen complained in parliament 
of the bad execution of the laws ; and threatened, tha;., 
if the magifi:rates were not, for the fut}lre, more vigi
lant, ~e would entrufi: authority to indigent and needy 
perfons, who would find an interefi in the more exact 
difrribution of jufrice h. It appears, that fhe was a~ 

ood as her word. For in the year I 6o I, there were 

ll D'E'hes P• 2 ~ t• 
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·great complaints made in parliament of the rapine of Appendix 

~ n_· f 
HI. 

:~un:rces o peace; and a member faid, that this magiftrate ~ 

was an animal, who, for half a dozen of chickens, would 

difpenfe with a dozen of penal fl:atutes i. It is not eafy 

to account for this relaxation of government, and neglect 

of police, during a reign of fo much vigour as that of 

Elizabeth. The fmall revenue of the crown is the mofi: 

1ikely caufe that can be affigned. The queen had it not 

in her power to intereft a great number in affifF ng her 

:to execute the laws k. 

ON the whole, the Englilh have no reafon, from the 

.example of their ancefl:ors, to be in love with the piCl:ure 

.of abfolute monarchy; or to prefer the unlimited autho

rity of the prince and his unbounded prerogatives, to that 

noble liberty, that fweet equality, and that happy fecu

rity, by which they are at prefeut diff:inguifned above all 

nations in the univer.fe. The utmoft taa.t can be faid in 

favour of the government of that age (and .perhaps it 

may be faid with truth) is~ that the power of the prince, 

though really unlimited, was exercifed after the E11-

ropean manner, and entered nGt into every pa-rt of the 

.adminifl:ration ; that the in.ftances of a high exerted pr€

rogative were not fo frequent as t() render property fen

fibly infecwre, or reduce the people to a total fervitude; 

that the freedom from faCtion, the q wicknefs of execution, 

and the promptitude of thofe meafures, which could be 

taken for offence or defence, made fome -compenfa.tion f-or 

the want of a legal and determined liberty; th:lt as the 

prince commanded no mercenary army, there was a tacit 

.check on him, which maintained the government in that 

medium, to which the people had been accufl:omed ; and 

that this fituation of England, though feemingiy it ap

vroached nearer, was in reality more remote from a def

potic and eafl:ern monarchy, than the prefent government 

i P'i:wes1 
p. 661-664. k See note (MM] at the end of the volume. 
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Appe11dix of that kingdom, where the people, though guarded by Ill. 
\...--v--J mult;plied laws, are totally naked, defencelefs, and dif .. 

armed; and befides, are not fecured by any middle power, 
interpofed between them and the monarch. 

WE fhall clofc the prcfent appendix with a brief ac
count of the re·1enues, the military force, the C0m
merce, the arts, and the learning of England during this 
period. 

Revenues. QuEEN Elizabeth's reconomy was remarkable; and in 
fome infiances feemed to border on avarice. The fmalleft 
expence, if it could poffibly be faved, appeared Gonfider
able in her eyes ; and even the charge of an exprefs, 
during the moll delicate tranfacrions, was not below her 
notic:e 1• She was alfo attentive to every profit; and em
braced' opportunities of gain, which may appear fome
wha~ extraordinary. She .kept, for inftance, the fee of 
Ely -va-cant nineteen years, in order to retain the reve
nue m; and it was ufual with her, when !he promoted a 
'biiliop, to take the opportunity of pillaging the fee of 
fome of its manors"· But that in reality there was 
little or no avarice in the queen~s temper appears from 
·this eircumftance;that fhe never amaffed any treafurc; and 
-even tefufed fubfidies from the parliament, when lhe nad 
no-prefent occafion for them. Yet we mufr not vonclude 
from this -circumil:ance, that her reconomy proceeded 
from a tender concern for her people: She loaded them 
with monopolies and exc1ufive patents, which are much 
more oppreffive than the moft heavy taxes, levied in an 
equal and r-egular manner. The real fource of her fru
gal conduct was derived from her defire of independency, 
and her care to preferve hett dignity, which would have 
been endangered, had fue ·reduced herfelf to the neceffity 
of having frequent recqurfe to parliamentary fupplies. 

1 Birch's Nr,ot~ p. u, 
,. ~~5· 

m St~pe1 vol. iv. p. 3~1. • ~bid. 

In 
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In confequcnce of this motive, the queen, though en. Appendix 

gaged in fuccefsful and neceffary wars, thought it more ~ 

prudent to make a continual dilapidation of the royal 

~emefnes 0
, than demand the mofr moderate fupplies from 

the commons. As fhe lived unmarried and had no pofre .. 

rity, fhe was content to ferve her prefent turn, though 

at the expence of her fuccdiors; who, by reafon of this 

policy, joined to other circumfrances, found themfelves, 

on a fuddcn, reduced to the moft extreme indigence. 

THE fplendor of a cou.rt was, during this age, a 

great part of the public charge; and as Elizabeth was a 

fingle woman, and expenfive in no kind of magnificence, 

except cloaths, this circumfbnce enabled her to perform 

great things by her narrow revenue. She is faid to have 

paid four millions of debt, left on the crown by her fa

ther, brother, and fifrer; an incredible fum for that age P. 

The States, at the time of her death, owed her about 

eight hundred thocfand pounds: And the king of France 

four hundred and fifty thoufand q. Though that prince 

was extremely frugal, and after the peace of Vervins, 

was continually amaffing treafure, the queen never could, 

by the moft preHing importunities, prevail on him to 

make payment of thofc fums, which fhe had fo gene

roufly advanced him, during his greateff: diff:reffes. One 

payment of twenty thoufand crowns, and another of 

fifty thoufand, were all !he could obtain, by the :ff:rongefi: 

reprefentations fhe could make of the difficulties, to 

which the rebellion in Ireland had reduced her r. 'The 

queen expended on the wars with Spain, between the 

o Rymer, tom. xvi. p. 141. D'Ewes, p. 151, 457• 525, 61.9. Bacon, 

vol. iv. p. 363. P D'Ewes, p. 473· I think it impoffible to recon• 

cile this account of the public debts with that given by Strype, Ecclef. Mem. 

v >I, ii. p. 344· that in the year 1553, the crown owed but 30o,ooo pound$, 

I own, that this laft fum appears a ~,;reat deal more likely. The whole n; .. 

venue of queen Elizabeth would not in ten years have paid four millions. 

11 Winwood, vol. i, P• lg, 54• r Ibid. P• 117, 395• 

years 
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years 1589 and 1593, the fum of one million three hun-
, dred thoufand pounds, befide the pittance of a double 
fubfidy, amounting to two hundred and eighty thoufand 
pounds, granted her by parliament~ . In the year 1599, 
fhe fpent fix hundred tl10ufand pounds in fix months on 
the fervice of Ireland t. Sir Rob~rt Cecil affirmed, that~ 
in ten years, Ireland cofr her three millions four hundred 
thoufand pounds 11

• She gave the earl of Effex a prefent 
of thirty thoufand pounds upon his departure for the go
vernment of that kingdom w. Lord Burleigh computed, 
that the value of the gifts, conferred on that favourite, 
amounted to three hundred thoufand pounds; a fum, 
which, though probably exaggerated, is a proof of her 
ftrong affeCtion towards him ! It was a common faying 
during this reign ; The ~uem pay~ bountifully, though jhe 
rewards fparingly x. 

IT is difficult to compute exactly the queen's ordinary 
revenue, but it certainly fell much 1hort of five hundred 
thoufand pounds a-year r. In the year 1590, fhe raifed 
the cufloms from fourteen thoufand pounds a-year to 

nfty thoufand, and obliged Sir Thomas Smith, who had 
farmed them, to refund fome of his former profits z, 

This improvement of the revenue was owipg to the 
fuggeftions of one Caerm~rthen; and was oppofed by 
Burleigh, Leicefl:er, and Walfingham: But the queen'~ 
perfeverance overcame all their oppofition. The great 

s D'Ewes, p. 4S3, 
url of Elfex's apology. 

Regalia, chap. 1. 

t Camden, p. 167. u Appendix: to the 
w Birch's Memoirs, vel, ii. x N'anton's 

Y Franklyn in his annals, p. 9• fays that the profit of the kingdom, belides 
Wards and the dutchy of Lancafter (which amounted to about u.o,ooo poundJ) 
was 188,tg7 pounds: The crown lands fcem to be comprehended in this 
computation. 

z Camden, p. 558. This account of Camden is difficult or impoffible to 
lle reconciled to the ftate of the cuftoms in the beginning of the fub{equent 
reign, as they appear in the Journals of the commons. See Hitl. of james, 
ehap. 46, 

3 under~ 
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undertakings, which file executed with fa narrow a re~ Appendix 

venue, and with fuch fmall , fupplies from her people,~ 

prove the mighty effeCts of wifdom and ceconomy. She 

received from the parliament, d4ring the courfe of her 

whole reign, 011ly twenty fubfidies and thirty-nine fif-

teenths. I pretend qat to qetermine exaEI:ly the amount 

0,f thefe fupplies; b~caufe the v4lue of a fubfidy was con-

tinually falling ; aqd in the end of her reign it amounted 

only to eighty thou fan cl pounds a, though in the pegin-

ning it had been a hundred and twenty thoufand. If we 

fuppofe, tqat the fupplies, granted Eli4abeth during ~ . 

reign of forty-five years, amounted to three millions, we 

t}lall not probably be much wide of the truth b. Thi~ 

fum makes only fixty-ijx thouf;1nd fix hundred and fixty-. 

fix pounds a year; and it is furprifing, that, while the 

queen's demaqds were fo moderate, a; d her expences fo 

well reguh;ted, fue ~ould ever have fottnd any difficulty 

in. obtaining a fupply from pa~liament, or be reduced to 

make fale of the crown-lands. But fuch was the ex-

treme, I had almofr faid, abfurd parfimony of the parlia-

ments d~ring that period. They valued nothing in com-

parifon of their m~>ney : The members had no connexion 

with the cour~ ; and the very idea, which they conceived 

pf the trufr committed to them, was, to reduce the de-

mands of the crown, and to grant as few fupplies as 

poffible. Tqe crown, on the other hand, conceived the 

parliament in no other light than as a means 0f fupply. 

~een Elizabeth made a merit to her people of feldom 

f~mmoning parliaments c. No redrefs of grievances was 

expected from thefe affemblies: They were fuppofed to 

meet for no other ~>Urpofe than to impofe taxes. 

a D'Ewes, p. 630. 

b Lord Salifbury computed them at two millions eight hundred thoufand 

pounds. Journ. 17 February, x6o9. King James was certainly miftaken 

when he eftimated the queen's fupplies at 135,000 pounds a-year. Frank-

lfD~ P• 4~• !: Str!pe~ vol, iv. p. ~~t· 
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Appendix BEFORE the reign of Elizabeth, the Englilh princes 

~had ufually recourfe to the city of Antwerp for voluntary 

loans ; and their credit w:...s fo low, that, bcfides paying 

the high interefl: of t~n or twelve per cent, they were 

ubiigcd to make the city of London join in the fecurity. 
'Sir Thomas Grdham, tnat great iw' enterpr-izing mer

chant, one of the chief orna!Tients . of this reign, engaged 
the company of merchant-adventu·r~rs to' grant a loan to 

the queen; and as th~ money va::> regularly paid, her 
credit by degrees dbbliilied itfelf in the city, and fhe 

iho.ok off this dependance on foreigners J. 

IN the year 1559, however, the queen employed 
t 

Greiham to borrow for her two h;mdred thoufand pounds 
at Antwerp, in order to enaole ·ner to reform the coin, 

which w-as at that time extreme y clebafed e. She was fo 

impolitic as to make, herfelf, an· innovation in the coin; 

by dividing a pound of filver into fi. ty-two fhiiiings, in
ficad of fixty, the former frandard. J."'his is the lafl: time 

that the coin has been tampered with in England. 

Comm.rce. Q.uEEN Elizabeth, fenfible how much the defence of 

her kingdom cepended on its naval power, was defirous 
to encourage commerce and navigation: But as her mono
polies tended to -extinguifh all domefiic indufiry, which 
is much more valuable than foreign trade, and is the 

foundation of it, the general train of her conduct was 

ill calculated to ferve the purpofe at which {he aimed, 

much lefs to promote the riches of her people. The ex.,. 

clufive companies alfo were an immediate check on fo
reign trade. Yet, notwithfh.nding thefe difcouragemcnts, 
the fpirit of the age was firongly bent on naval enter
prizes"; and bcfides the military expeditions againfl: the 
Spaniards, many attempts were made for new difcoveries, 

.;!11d many new branches of foreign commerce were opened 

d Stowe's Survey of London, book i, p. :tS6. 
from the .P~tJer office, p. 295• 

e MS, of lord Roylbn·~ 

by 

b~ 
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by the Englifh. Sir Martin Frobifher undertook three Appendix 

fruitlefs voyages to difcovcr the north-wefi: paffage : Da-~ 
vis, not difcouragcd by this ill fuccefs, made a new 

attempt, when he difcovered the fi:raits, which pafs by 

his name. In the year I 6oo, the ~een granted the firft 

patent to the Eafr-India company: The frock of that 

company was feventy-two thoufand pounds; and they 

fitted out four :Chips, under the command of J ames Lan-

cafter, for this new branch of trade. The adventure was 

fuccefsful ; and the !hips, returning with a rich cargo, 

encouraged the company to continue that commerce. 

TH~ communication with l\1ufcovy had been opened 

in queen Mary's time by the aifcovery of the paffage to 

Archangel : But th~ co:rlrr:erce to that country did not 

begin to be carried to a great extent till about the year 

1569. The queen obtained from the czar an exclufive 

patent to the Engliih for the whole trade of Mufcovy f; 

and lhe entered into a perfonal, as well as national, alli

ance with him. This czar was named John Bafilides, a 

furious tyrant, who, continually fufpeB:ing the revolt of 

his fubjetls, ftipulated to have a fafe retreat and protec

tion in England. In order the better to enfure himfelf 

of this refource; he propofed to marry an Englifh wo

man; and the queen intended to have fe.nt hirn 1 Jly Anne 

Hafrings, daughter of the earl of Huntingdon : But 

when the lady was informed of the barbarous manners of 

the country, fhe' wifely declined purchafing an empire at 

the expence of her eafe and fafety g. 

THE Engliih, encouraged by the privileges, which 

they had obtained from Bafilides, ventured farther into 

thefe countries, than any Europeans had formerly done. 

They tranfported their goods along the river Dwina in 

boats made of one entire tree, which they towed and 

rowed up the fiream as far as Walogda. From thence, 

g Ibid. p. 4~l· 
they 



47~ It I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D. 

Appendix they carried their commodities feven days journey hy land HI, 
\.-v--1 to Y eraflau, and then down the Volga to A:ftracan. At 

Aftracan, they built fhips, croifed the Cafpian Sea, and 
diftributed their manufa8:ures into Perfia. But this bold 
attempt met with fuch difcouragements, that it was never 
renewed h, 

AFTER the death of John Bafilides, his fon Theodore 
revoked the patent, which the Englifu enjoyed for a mo
nopoly of the Ruffian trade: When the queen remon
fhated again:fl: this innovation, he told her minifrers, 
that princes mu:fl: carry an indifferent hand, as well be
tween their fubje8:s as between foreigners; and not con
vert trade, which, by the laws of nations, ought to be 
common to all, into a monopoly for the private gain of 
a few i, So much ju:fter notions of commerce were 
entertained by this barbarian, than were practifed by the 
renowned queen Elizabeth! Theodore, however, con-
inued fome privileges to the Englifh, on account of their 

being the difcoverers of the communication between Eu
rope and his country. 

THE trade to Turkey commenced about the year 1583; 
and that commerce was immediately confined to 2. com
pany by queen Elizabeth. Before that time, the grand 
fignior had always conceived England to be a dependant 
province of France k; but having heard of the queen's 
power and reput?tion, he gave a good reception to the 
Englifh, and even granted them larger privileges than he 
had given to the French. 

THE merchants of the Hanfe-towns complained loudly 
in the beginning of Elizabeth's reign of the treatment, 
whic-h they had received in the reigns of Edward and 
Mary. She prudently replied, that, as the would not 
innovat~ any thing, the would frill protect them in the 

h Camden, p. 418, 
vol. i. p. 36. 

i Ibid, P• 493• k Birch's Memoirs, 

immunities 
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immunities and privileges, of which ihe found them pof- Appendix 

feffed. This anfwer not contenting them, their corn-~ 
merce was foon after fufpended for a time, to the great 
advantage of the Englifh merchants, who tried what 

they could themfelves effeCtuate for promoting their com-

merce. 'rhey took the whole trade into their own 

hands; and their returns proving fuccefsful, they divided 
themfelves into ftaplers and merchant adventurers ; the 
former refiding conftantly at one place, the other trying 
their fortunes in other towns and ftates abroad with cloth 
and other manufaB:ures. This fuccefs fo enraged the 

Hanfe-towns, that they tried all the methods, which a 

difcontented people could devife, to draw upon the Eng-

lifh merchants the ill opinion of other nations and ftates. 

They prevailed fo far as to obtain an imperial edict, by 

which the Englifh were prohibited all commerce in the 

empire: The queen, by way of retaliation, retained fixty 
of their fhips, which had been feized in the river Tagus 

with contraband goods of the Spaniards. Thefe fhips 

the queen intended to have reftored, as defiring to have 

compromifed all differences with thofe trading cities; but 

when ilie was informed, that a general affembly was held 
at Lubec, in order to concert meafures for difireffing the 

Englifh trade, ilie caufed the fhips and cargoes to be 
confifcated: Only two of them were releafed to carry 

home the news, and to inform thefe ftates, that the had 

the greatefr contempt imaginable for all their proceed-

ings 1
• 

HENRY VIII. in order to fit out a navy, was obliged 

to hire fhips from Hamburg, Lubec, Dantzick, Genoa, 

and Venice: But Elizabeth, very early in her reign, put 

affairs upon a better footing; both by building fome fhips 

of her own, and by encouraging the merchants to build 

large trading ve!fels, which, on occafion, were converted 

l Livee of the Admirals, vol. i. p. 470, 
into 
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Appenlix into !hips of war"". In the year I 582, the feamen in 
111. 

'-"""'rV England were computed at fourteen thoufand two hun...: 
dred and ninety-five men n ; the number of veffels twelve 

'hundred and thirty-two; of which there were only t !IO 

hundred and feventeen above eighty tons. Monfon pre-. 
tends, that though navigation decayed in the firfl: years 

of James I. by the practice of the merchants, who car• 
ried on their trade in foreign bottoms o, yet before the 
year I64o, this number of feamen was trebled in Eng ... 

land P. 

!i~~:ry THE navy, which the queen left at her deceafe, ap

pears confiderable, when we refleCl: only on the numbet 

of veffels, which were forty-two: But when we confider 
that none of thefe fuips Cllrried above forty guns; that 
four only came up to that number; that there were but 

two fhips of a thoufand tons; and twenty-three below 

nve hundred, fome of fifty, and fume even of twenty 

tons ; and that the whole number of guns belonging to 
the fleet was feven hundred and feventy-four q; we muil: 
entertain a contemptible idea of the Engliili navy, com

pared to the force which it has now attained r. In the 

year I 588, there were not above five veffds, fitted out by 
the noblemen and [ea-ports, which exceeded two hundred 
tons s. 

IN the year I 599, an alarm was gi\'en of an inyafion 

from the Spaniards; and the qt:een equipped a Beet and 
levied ah army in a fortnight to oppofe them. 'othing 

gave foreigners a higher idea of the power of England 

than this fudden armament. In the year I 57 5, all the 
militia in the kingdom were computed at a hundred and 

eighty-two thoufand nine hundred ~nd twenty-nine r. A 

m Camden, p. 388, 
p Ibid. p. ZIO, 2.56. 

n MonCon, p. zsG. o Ib id. p. 3~o. 

q Monfon, p. Ig6. The Englifh navy at 

prefent carries about 14-,cco guns. 

the volume. $ Monf n, p. 300, 
r ~ee note [NN] at the end of 

t Lhes of the Admirals, 

vol. i. p. 43?.• 
d1ftribution 
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difhibut~on was made, in the year 1595, of a hundred Appendix 

and forty thoufand men, be:fi.des thofe which Wales could ~ 
fupply u. Thefe armies were formidable by their num-
bers ; but their drfci pline and experience were not pro
portionate. Small bodies from Dunkirk and Newport 
frequently ran over, and plundered the eafl: coaf1:: So 
unfit was the militia, as it was then confl:ituted, for the 
d-efence of the kingdom. The lord lieutenants were firft 
appointed to the counties in this reign. 

MR. MuRDEN w has publiilied a paper, which con
tains the military force of the nation at the time of the 
Spaniili Armada, and which is fomewhat difterent from 
the account given by our ordinary hi:fl:orians. It makes 
all the able-bodied men of the kingdom amount to a hun
dred and eleven thoufand five hundred and thirteen; thofe 
armed~ to eighty thoufand eight hundred and feventy
fi.ve; of whom forty-four thoufand feven hundred and 
twenty-feven were trained. It mufr be fuppofed that 
thefe able-bodied men con:fi.fred of 1uch only as were regi
ftered, otherwife the fmall number is not to be accounted 
for. Yet Sir Edward 'Coke x faid in the houfe of com
mons, that he was employed about the fame time, toge
ther with Popham, chief ju:fl:ice, to take a furvey of all 
the people of England, and that they found them to be 
900,000 of all forts. This number, by the ordinary 
rules of computation, fuppofes, that there were above 
20o,coo men able to bear arrris. Yet even this number is 
furprizingly fmall. Cari we fuppofe that the kingdom is 
fix or feven times more populous at prefent? And that 
M urden's was the real number of men, excluding Catho
lics and infirm perfons ? 

HARRISON fays, that in the mufters taken in the yeari 
l574 and 1575, the men fit for fervice amounted to 

u Strype, vol. iv, p. zu .. 
x Journ. 2.5 April, J6:u. 

VoL . V. 1 i 

w P• 6oS. 
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I~ 1 ,674, yet was it believed that a full third was 
....,.IIQIII_,.omitretf: Such uncertainty and contradiction is there in 

all tli€fe:-accounts. Notwithftanding the greatnefs of this 

.,~~"":1 the fame author complains much of the decay of 

ttfnefs : A vulgar complaint in all places and all 

• Guicciardini makes the inhabitants of England in 

s :-eign .amount to two millions. 

WHATEVER opinion we may form of the comparative 

populoufnefs of England in different periods, it mufl: be 

al1owe8, that there is a prodigious encreafe of power, in 

ihat: mare perhaps than in any other European ftate, 

fmce the beginning of the laft century. It would be no 

pardox to aBirm, that Ireland alone could at prefent ex

ert a greater force than all the three kingdoms were capable 

of at the death of queen Elizabeth. And we might go 

farth~r, and affert, that one good county in England is. 

a·bte to make, at leaft to fupport, a greater effort than 

the whole kingdom was capable of in the reign of Har

ry V ; when the maintainance of a garrifon in a fmall 

. , like Calais, for~ed more than a third of the 

ormnarynational expence. Such are the effe&ofliberty, 

· induRry, and good g't>vernment f 

THE ftate of the EnglHh manufaCl:ures was at this tim~ 

verr low; and foreign wares of almoR: all kinds had th 

preference Y. About the year 1590, th~te were ht !;on

don four perfons only rated in the fubfidy-Oooks fo higl\ 

as fOur llundrett pbunds z. This computatiott i§ not in

deeJ to be deemed an exaa eftimate of theit wealth. I 

15~7, there were f6und' on enquiry to &t four thoufan 

e1gnt liundred and fi'fty-one fl.JraDgers of all nations ut 

Lopdon : 0 f whom three thoufand- eight hundred ani 

tlriity-:eigbt were Flemings, and only fifty-eight Scots •. 

1'he perfecutions in France and the Low Countdes drove 

afterwards a greater number of foreigners into England; 

r D'Ewes, p. sos• SI Id. p. 4!7t 

' 
a Hayncs, P• 461, 46~. 
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and the commerce, as well as manufaCt:urcs of that kiag- Appen4~ 
d 1 . ed h . lll. om was very muc 1 unprov by t em b. It was t:len ~ 
that Sir Thomas Grdham built, at his own charge, the 
magnificent fabric of the Exchange for the reception of 
the merchants : rrhe queen vilited it, and gave it the 
appellation of the Royal Exchange. 

BY a lucky accident in language, whie?h has a great 
effect on men's ideas, the invidious word, ufury, whiob 
formerly meant the taking of any intereft for mor.ey, 
came now to exprefs only the taking of exorbi.t:ant md 
illegal in terefr. An a a, paired in I 57 I' condemns 'io
lent]y all ufury; but permits ten per cent. interefi ta be 
payed. Henry IV. of France reduced interefr to 6f per 
cent: An indication of the great ad ance of France ab)V~ 
England in commerce. 

DR. HowEL fays c that queen Elizabeth in the tlird 
year of her reign was prefented with a pair of black J.lk 
knit :ftockings by her filkwoman, and never wore cbth 
hofe any more. The author of the prefent State of Eng
land, fays that about r 577, pocket watches were brft: 
brought into England from Germany. They are thous-ht 
to have been invented at N urembcrg. About I s8o, the 
ufe of coaches was introduced by the earl of Arundd d. 

Before that time, the queen, on public occafions, rode 
behind her chamberlain. 

CAMDEN f.ays~ that in 158r, Randolph, fo much em
ployed by the queen in foreign embaffies, poffdfed the 
office of chief pofr-mafier of England. It appears, there
fore, that pofl:s were then eftablifl1ed ; though fom 
Charles I.'s regulations in.1635, it \Votdd fccm, that 
few pofr-ho\:lfes were ereB:ed before that time. 

in a remonfhance of the Hanfe To·wns to the diet of 
the empire in 1582, it is affirmed that England exported 

• Stowe, p. 661. c Hillory of the World,. vol. ii. P• 2.2.2. 
41 Anderfon, vol. i. p. 42. r. 

I i z annu~lly 
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Appendix annually about 200,000 pieces of cloth e. This number 
lit. d 
~ feems to be much exaggerate • 

IN the fifth of this reign was enatl:ed the firfl: law for 

the relief of the poor. 

A JUD!trous author of that age confirms the vulgat 

obfervation, that the country was depopulating from the 

encreafe of irtclofures and decay of tillage; and he afcribes 

the feafon very jufl:Jy to the refiraints put on the export

ation of corn ; while full liberty was allowed to export 

all the produce of pafiurage, fuch as wool, hydes, lea

ther, tallow, &c. Thefe prohibitions of exportation 

were derived from the pterogative, and wete very injudi

cious. The queen, once, on the commencement of het 

reign, had tried a contrary practice, and with good fuc

cefs. From the fame author we learn, that the complaints, 

renewed in our time, were then very common, concen:ing 

the high prices of every thing r. There feems, indeed, 

to have been two periods, in which prices rofe remark

ably in England, namely, that in queen Elizabeth's 

reign, when they are computed to have doubled, and 

that i.n the prefent age. Between the two, there feems 

to have been a fiagnation. It would appear that induihy, 

during . that intermedi3.te period, encreafed as faft as gold 

and filver, and kept commodities nearly at a par with 

money. 

T:HERE were two attempts made in this reign to fettle 

colonies in America; one by Sir Humphrey Gilbert in 

e Anderfon, vol. i. P· 424. 

f A compe "dious or brief Examination of certain ordinary Complaints of 

divers of our Countrymen. The author fays, tha: in 20 or 30 years before 

1581, commodities had in generaf rifen 50 per cent; fome more. Cannot 

you, ·neighbour, remember, fays he, that, within thefe 30 years, I could 

in this town buy the befr pig or goofe I could lay my hands on for four-pence, 

which now cofreth twdve-pence, a good capon for three pence, or four-penc~, 

a chicken for a penny, a hen for two-pence, p. 35• Yet the price of ord~

nary labour was then eight-pence a day, p. 31. 

.s Newfoundland, 
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Newfoundland, another by Sir Waiter Raleigh in ir- Appenvi-c 
. . B .r: l lB. 

gmta : ut neither of thefe projeCls proved fucce1sfu • """"r-....1 
A11 thofe noble fettlements were made in the following 
reigns. The current money of the lcingdom, in the end 
of this reign, is computed at four millions g. 

THE earl of Leicefrer defued Sir Francis W aHingham_, 

then ambaffador in France, to provide him with a riding 
m after in that country, to whom he pronvfcs a hundred 

pounds a-year, befide maintaining himfelf and fen·ant 
and a couple of horfes. " I know,"' adds the earl't 
~' that fuch a man as I want may receive higher wages 

" in France: But let him confider, that a fhilling in 

" England goes as far as two lliillings in France h.n It 

is known that every thing is much changed {ince that 

time. 

THE nobility in this ag~ ft:ill fupported, in fome dc-Ma~r~ .. 
gree, the anc,ient magnificence in their bofpita!ity, and 

in the numbers of their retainers; and the queen found it 
prudent to retrench, by proclamation, their expences in 
this laft particular i~ The expence of hofpitality, fhe 
fomewhat encouraged, by the frequent vifit ilie paid her 
nobility, and the magnificent feafis, which !he received 

from them k. The earl of Leicefte.r gave her an enter-

g Lives of the Admirals, vol. i, p. 475• 11 Digger."s comp!eat 

Arnbaffador. i Strype, vol. iii. Append. p. S4-

k Harrifon> after enumtrating the queen's palaces, a.dds.: cc Eut what 

" 1hall I need to take upon me to rep.eat all, and ~ell wnat.boufes the queen~s 

" majefiy bath ? Sith all is hers; and when it pleaftth her in the fummer 

~' feafon to recreat herfdf abroad, and view the eftate of the country, ».ttd 

cc hear the complaints of her poor ccmmons injured by her unjafr officen or 

" their fub!fitu~es~ every no.bleman•s hou(e is her palace, whue lbe conti· 

'
1 nueth during tJ!~afure, and till lhe :retum ag_ain tCl fl'lme of her own& ia 

er which !he remaineth, fo long as fhe pleafeth." Bovl:. ii. chap. :rv. 

Surely one may fay of foch a gueft, what Cicero fays to Attlcus~ on e«a6on 

of a vifit payed him by Crefar. Hofpes tamen non is cui dicere3, amabo te~ 

t~dem ad me cum revertere. Lib. xiii. Ep. 52. lf lhe relieYe. the people 

from oppreffions (to whom it feems the law could &ivc llO relief) her vifiu 

were a great oppreffion on the nobility. 

I i 3 tainment 
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.A pp·ndix: tainment in Kenilworth caftle, which was e;_traordinary 
Ill. , 

.......,__, _ _ for expence and magnificence. Among other particulars, 
we are told, that three hundred and fixty-five hog:lheads 
of beer were drank at it I. The earl had fortified this 
came at great expence ; ,,nd it 'Contained arms for ten 
thoufand men m. The earl of Derby had a family con
fi.fhng of two hundred and forty fervants n. Stowe 
remarks it as a fingular proof of beneficence in .this no
bleman, that he was contented with his rent from his 
tenants, and exatled not any extraordinary fenices from 
them: A proof that the abfolute power of the fovereign 
( rhat was almofl: una\'oidable) had very generally coun
tenanced the nobility in tyrannizing over the people. 
Butle1gh, though he was f1·ugal, and ha(i no paternal 
efrate, kept a fam;Iy confi:fl:ing of a hu.1dred fervants 0

• 

He had a franding table. for gentlemen, and two other 
tables for perfons of meaner ondition, which we;-e always 
ferved alike, ~hether he was in town or in the country. 
About l..is perf<:m he had people of gr~t cliftinction, info
much that he could red{on up twenty gentlem~n retainers 
who hz.d each a thoufand pounds a-year; and as many 
among his ordinary fervants, who were worth from a 
thoufantl pounds to three, five, ten, and twenty thoufand 
pourids P. It is to be remarlced, that, though the reve-

, nues of the crown were at that time very [mall, the 
minifiers and com-tiers fon etimes found means, by 
employing the boundlefs prerogative, to acquire greater 
fortunes than it is poffible for them at prefcnt to amafs, 
from their larger falaries, and more limited authority. 

BuRLEIGH entertained the queen twelve feveral times 
ip. his country houfe; where fhe remained three, four, or 
:five weeks at ~ time. Eac~ vifit cofi: him two or three 

I Biogr. Brit. vol. iii. p. 179T. m Strype, vol . iii. p. 394• 
n Stowe, p. 674• o Strype, vel, iii. P• 129. Aptend . 
P Life !Jf Burleigh p\1blifhed by C:ollins. 

thoufand 
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thoufand pounds q. The quantity of filver p1Gte poffefl"<:d Appendix 

by this nobleman, is furprizing : No lefs than fourteen ffl 
or fi~teen thoufand pounds weight r; which, bcfides the 

fafhion, would be above forty-two thoufand pounds ft:er-

ling in value. Yet Bur1eigh left only 4000 pounds a-

year in land, and eleven thoufand pounds in money ; and 

as land was then common I y fold at ten years purchafe, 

his plate was nearly equal to all t1!e reil: of his fortune. 

It appears, that little value was thc~n pt t upon the fafhion 

of the plate, which probably was but rude : The weight 

was chiefly confidered s. 

BuT though there \vere prefcrved great remains of the 

ancient cufioms, the nobility were, by degrees, acquir

ing a tafl:e for elegant luxury; and many edifices, in par

ticular, were built by them, neat, large, and fumptuous, 

to the gre::t ornament of the kingdom, fays Camde..11 t; 

but to the no lefs decay of the glorious hofpitaliry of the 

nation. lt is, however, more reafonable to think, that 

this new turn of cxpcnce promoted arts and indufl:ry; 

while the ancient hofpitality was the fource of vice, dif

order, fedition,- and idlenefs u. 

AMONG the other fpecies of luxury, that of apparel 

began much to rncreafe during this age; and the queen 

thot!ght proper to refl:rain it by procbmation w. Her 

example was very little conformable to her editts. As 

no woman was ever more conceited of her beauty, or 

more defirous of making impreffion on the hearts of be

holders, no one ever went to a greater extravagance in 

apparel, or fl:udicd more the Vt;.riety and rjchnefs of her 

q Life of Burleigh pnblifhed by Collins, p. 40. r See note [ 00~ 

at the end of the volume. 

s This appears from Bmleigh's wiil: He fpecifies on!}· the number of 

ounces to be given to each legatee, and appoints a goldfmi•h to fee it weighed 

out to them, without making any di~inCl:ion of the pitces. 

t Page 45z. u See note (PP] at the end of the volume. 

w Camden1 p. 45~. 
drefres~ 
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Apf:~dix dreffes. She appeared almofr every day in a different 
VV""""" habit; and tried all the feveral modts, by which fhe 

hoped to render herfelf agreeable. She was alfo fo fond 
of her c1oaths, that fhe never could part with · any of 
them; and at her death fhe had in her w~rdrobe all the 
clifferent habits, to the number of three thoufa:nd, which 
fhe had ever worn in her life-time x, 

THE retrenchment of the ancient hofpitality, and the 
climinutiofl of retainers, were favourable to the preroga~ 
tive of the fovercign ; and by difabling the great noble:
men from refifiance, promoted the execution of the laws:~ 
and e~tended the 2-uthority pf the courts of jufi:ice. 
There were many peculiar cat4fes i.1 the fituation and 
character of H~nry VII. which 2-ugmented the ;,tutqority 
of the crown: Moil: of thcfc caufes concurred in fuccecd':"' 
ing princes; together with the factions in religion, an~ 
the acquifition of the fupremacy, a rr...c~.:: important arti
cle of prerogative : But the manners of the age were a 
geneqtl 1=aufe, which operated durin.; this \vhole period, 
and which continually tended to diminifh the riches, and 

. fl;ill more the influence, of the arifi:ocracy, anciently f<:> 
formidable to the crown. The habits of lt1;xury diffi
pated the immenfe fortunes of the ancient barons ; an9. 
as the new methods of expencc gave fubfifbncc to me
chanics and merchants, who lived in an independant 
manner on the fruits of their own indu:fhy, a nobleman, 
jnfl:ead of that un1imited afcendant, which he was wont 
to affume over thofe who were maintained at his board, 
or fubfifl:ed by falaries conferred on them~ retain~d only 
that moderate influence, which cufl:omers have over 
tradefmen, and which can never be dangerous to civil 
government. The landed pr~prietors alfo, having a 
greater demand for money than for men, endeavoured. to 
~urn their lands to the befl: account with regard to profit, 

" ~arte1 vol, iii, P• 1c~. f.~m Beaun:ont' ~ Difpatcbe~. 
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~nd either inclofing their fields, or joining many fma11 Appendix: 

farms into a few large ones, difmiffed thofe ufelcfs h<u1ds~ ~ 
V~;hich formerly were always at their call in every attemp~ 

to fubvert the government, or oppofc a neighbouring 

baron,. By all thefc mcaps the cities encreafed ; th~ 

middle rank of men bega!1 to be rich and powerful ; th~ 

prince, who, in effect, was the fame with the law, was 

implicitly obeyed ; and though the farther progrcfs of the 

fame caufes beg~.t a new plan of liberty, founded on the 

privileges of the cqmmpns, yet i~ the interval betwee11-

the fall of the nobles and the rife of thiq order, the fove-

reign took advant.~.ge of the prefe~t fituationl and affumeq. 

an authority almofi: abfqlute~ 

WHATEVER may be cpmmon1y imagined, from the 

authority of lord Bacon, 4nd from that of Harrington, 

and later authors, the laws of Henry VII. contributed 

very little towards the great reyolutions, which happened 

about this .Period in the Engliih confiitution. The prac-:

tice of breaking entails, by a fine and recovery, had beeq 

introduced in the preceding reigns; ~nd this prince only 

gave indirectly a legal fanB:ion to the practice, by reform-:

ing fome abufeE? which attended it. But the fettleq 

;1uthority, which he acquired to the crown, enabled the 

fovereign to encroach on th.e feparate jurifditlio11s of the 

barons, and produced a more general and regular execu

tion of the laws. T4e counties palatine underwent the 

fame fate as the fe4dal powers ; and by a fiatutc of Hen

ry VIII Y, the j4rifditl:ion of thefe counties was annexed 

to the crown, a11d all writs were qrdaiped to run in the 

king's narne. But the change of manners was the chief 

caufe of the fecret revolution of the government, and fub':"' 

verted the power of the barons. There appear fiill in 

this reign fome remains of the ancient flavery of the boors 

p..qd peafapts z, but none afterwards~ 

z Rymer, tom. xv. p. 73r. 

LEARNING, 
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Apx~db: LEARNING, on its ravivai, :was held in high efrima ... 
Ifl. • b L- T;' l"£h . 
~ tion y tm;; :cjlg 1 pnnces and nobles ; and as it was 
J,earning, not yet profrituted by being too common, even the Great 

deemed it an object of ~n-~bition to attain a characrer for 

literature. The four fucce:ffive fovereigns, Henry, Ed .. 

ward, Mary; and Elizabeth, may, on one account or other, 

be admitted into the clafs of authors. Q!teen Catherine 

Parr tranflated a book : Lady J ane Gray, coniideri11g her 

age, and her fcx, and her fiation, may be regarded as a 

pronigy for lit"rature. Sir Thomas Smith was raifed 

frGm being profeffor jn Cambrjdge, firft to be ambaffador 

to France, and then fecretary of frate. The difpatchcs 

of thofe times, and among others thofe of Burleigh him
felf, are frequently interlarded w"th quotations from the 

Greek and Latin daffics. Even the ladies af the court 

valued themfelves on knowledge: Lady Bu:rleigh, lady 

~aeon, and their two f.fters, were mifrreffes of the an

cient, as \Veil as modern languages ; and fllaced more 

pride in their erudition than in their rank and !JuaJity. 

QyEEN Elizabeth wrote and tranflated favei-al books; 

p.nd fhe was familiarly acqtiainted with the Greek as well 

as Latin tongue a, It is pretended, that fhe made an ex

temporary reply in Greek to the univerfity of Cambridge, 

who had addreffed her in thnt language. It is certain, 

that fhe ;mfwered in Latin, :without premeditation, and 

in a very fpirited manner, to the Poli!h ambatfador, who 

J:lad be.en wanting in refpeB: to her. When fue had 

:finilhed, fhe turned about . to her courtiers, and {aid, 

" God's death, my lords," (for fhe was mm:h addicted 

to fwearing) " I have been forced this day to fcour up 

" my old Latin, that hath long lain ·rufting b." Eliza

beth, even after fhe was queen, did not entirely drop the 

ambition of appearing as an author ; and next to her de

tire of admiration for beauty, this feems to have bee~ the 

a See note [ Q._Q_] at the end of the volume. b .Speed. 

chief 
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chief obje6l: of her vanity. She tranflated Boethius of Appendix 

the Confolation of Philofophy ; in order, as fhe pre-~ 
tended, to allay her grief for Henry IV .'s change of reli.,. 
gion. As far as we can judge from Elizabeth's com
pofitions, we may pronounce, that, notwithfl:anding her 
application, and her excellent parts, her tafre in literature 
was but indifferent: She was much inferior to her fuc-
ceffor in this particular, who :was himfelf no perfe& 
model of eloquence. 

UNHAJ;>PILY for literature, at leafl: for the learned of 
this age, the queen's vanity lay more in fhining by her 
own learning, than in encouraging men of genius by her .. 
liberality. Spencer himfclf, the fineft Engli{h writer of 
his age, was long neglected ; and after the death of Sir 
Philip Sydney, his patron, was allowed to die almofr for 
want. This poet contains great beauties, a f..veet and 
harmonious verfification, eafy elocution, a fine imagina
tion : Yet does the pcrufal of his work become fo tedious., 
that one never finifhes it from the mere p]eafure which jt 
affords : It foon becomes a kind of tafk-reading; and it 
requires fome effort and refolution to carry us on to the 
end of his long performance. This cffeCl:, of which 
every one is confcious, is ufually afcribed to the change 
of manners: But manners have more changed fincc Ho
mer's age; and yet that poet remains frill the favourite of 
every reader of tafrc and judgment. Homer copied. true 
natural manners, which, however rough or uncultivated, 
will always form an agreeable and intere!ting piCl:ure : 
But the pencil of the Englifu poet was employed in draw
inrr the afFetl:ations, and conceits, and fopperies of chi-o 

valry, which appear ridiculous as foon as they lofe the re-
~ommendation of the mode. The tedioufnefs of continued 
allegory, and that too feldom {hiking or jngenious, has alfo 
~ontributed to render the Fairy fi!..ueen peculiarly tirefome; 
not to mention the too great frequency of its defcriptions, 
·~nd the languor of its ftanza. Upon t4e whole, Spencer 
· maintains 



497- H I S T 0 R Y 0 F E N G L A N D, 

Appendix maintains his place in the :lhelves among our Englifu Ill. 
~dailies : But he is feldom feen on the table; and there is 

fcarcely any one, if he dares to be ingenuous, but will 
confefs, that, notwithfi:anding all the merit of the poet, 
he affords an entertainment-with which the palate is foon 
fatiated. Several writers of late have amufed themfelves 
in copying the frile of Spencer; and no imitation has 
been fo indifferent as not to be~r a great refemblance to 
the original: His manner is fo peculiar, that it is almofc 
impoffible not to transfer fome of it into the copy. 
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NOTE [A], p. 13. 

T HE parliament alfo granted the queen the duties ofton· 

nage and poundage; but this conceffion was at that 

time regarded on!y as a matter of form, and fhe had levied 

thefe duties before they were voted by parifament: But there 

was another exertion of power, which fhe praetifed, and which 

people, in this age, from their ignorance of ancient praCtices, 

may be apt to think a little extraordinary. Her fifrer, after 

the commencement of the war with France, had, from her 

own authority, impofed four marks on each ton of wine im

ported, and had encreafed the poundage a third on all com

modities. ~een Elizabeth continued thefe impofitions as 

long as fhe thought conveniertt. The parliament, who had 

fo good an opportunity of refrraining thefe arbitrary taxes, 

when they voted the tonnage and poundage, thought not pro· 

per to make any mention of them. They knew, that the 

fovereign, during that age, pretende~ to have the foie regula

tion of foreign trade, and that their intermeddling with that 

prerogative would have drawn on them the feverefi reproof, if 

not cha!l:ifement. SeeForbes, vol. i. p. Ip, 133· We know 

certainly from the fl:atutes and journals, that no fuch impo· 

fitions were granted by parliament. 

NOTE [B], p. 26. 

K N 0 X, p. I 27. \Ve ihall fuggefr afterwards fome rea

fons to fufpetl, that, perhaps, no exprefs promife was 

ever given. Calumnies eafily arife during times of faetion, 
efpecia!Iy 
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efpecially thofe of the religious kind, when men think every 
art lawful for promoting their purpofe. The congregation in 
their manifefto, in which they enumerate all the articles of 
the regent's mal-adminiftration, do not reproach her with this 
breach of promife. It was probably nothing but a rumour 
fpread abroad to catch the populace. If the papifts have 
fometimes maintained, that no faith was to be kept with he
retics, their adverfaries feem alfo to have thought, that no 
truth ought to be told of idolaters. 

NOTE [C], p. 30. 

POTSWOOD, p. 146. Melvil, p. z9. Knox, p. zz~, 
zz8. Le11ey, lib. x. That there was really no violation 

of the capitulation of Perth, appears from the manifefl:o of the 
congregation in Knox, p. I 84. in which it is not fo much as 
pretended. The companies of Scotch foldiers were, probably, 
in Scotch pay, fince the congregation complains, that the 
country was oppreffed with taxes to maintain armies. Knox, 
p. 164, 165. And even if they had been in French pay, it 
had been no breach of the capitulation, fince they were na
tional troops, not French. Knox does not fay, p. 139, that 
any of the inhabitants of Perth were tried or puniilied for their 
pafl: offences ; but only that they were oppreffed with the 
quartering of foldiers : And the congregation, in their ma
nifeilo, fay only that many of them had fled for fear. This 
plain deteCtion of the calumny with regard to the breach of the 
capitulation of Perth, may make us fufpeCl: ~like calumny 
with regard to the pretended promife not to give fentence 
againft the minifl:ers. The afFair lay altogether between the 
regent and the laird of Dun ; and that gentleman, though a 
man of fenfe and character, might be willing to take fome 
general profeffions for promifes. If the queen, overawed by 
the power of the congregation, gave fuch a promife in order 
to have liberty to proceed to a fentence; How could ilie ex
pea to have power to execute a fentence fo infidioufly obtain
ed? And to what purpofe could it ferve? 
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N 0 T E [DJ, p. 31. 

K N 0 X, p. I 53, I 54, I 55. This author pretends that this 

article was agreed to verbally, but that the queen's fcribes 

omitted it in the treaty which was figned, This fiory is very 

unlikely, or rather very abfurd; and in the mean time it is 

allowed, that the article is not in the treaty : Nor do the con

gregation, in their fubfequent manifefi:o in!ift upon it. Knox~ 

p. 1 84. Befides, vVould the queen regent in an art~cle of a 

treaty, call her own religion idolatry ? 

NOTE [E], p. 33· 

T
HE Scotch lords in their declaration fay, '' How far 

'' we have fought fupport of England, or of any other 

" prince, and what juft caufe we had and have fo to do, we 

'' ihall fhortly make rnariifefl: unto the world, to the praife of 

" God's holy name, and to the confufion of all thofe that 

'' flander us for fo doing: For this we fear not to confefs, 

" thai:, as in this enterprize againfl: the devil, againft idolatry 

" and the maintainers of the fame, we chiefly and only feek 

" God's glory to be notified unto men, fin to be punifhed, 

" and virtue to be maintained ; fo where power faileth of our

" felves, we will feek it, whcrefoever God !hall offer the 

'' fame." Knox, p. 176. 

N 0 '1~ E [F], p. 8o • 

. THIS year the council of Trent was diifolved, which had 

fat from 15 45. The publication of its decrees excit_ed 

anew the general ferment in Europe; while the catholics en

C:leavoured to -enforce the acceptance of them, and the pro

teftants rejected them. The religious controverfies were too 

far advanced to expect that any conviCtion would refult from 

the decrees of this council. It is the only general coun-cil 

which has been held in an age truly learned and inquifitive; 

and as· the hiftory of it has been written with great penetration. 

and judgment, it has tended very much to expofe clerical 

ufurpations and intrigues, and may fervc us as a fpecimen of 

n1ore ancient councils. No one expeas to fee another general 
council, 
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council, till the decay of learning and the progrefs of igno
rance ihall again fit mankind for thefe great impofrures. 

N 0 T E [G ], p. 90· 

I T appears, however, from Randolf's Letters, (See Keith, 
p. 290.) that fome offers had been made to that miniH:er, 

«:>f feizing Lcnox and Darnley, and delivering them into queen 
Elizabeth's hands. Melvil confirms the fame ftory, and fays, 
that the defign was acknowledged by the confpirators, p. s6. 
This ferves to jufrify the account given by the queen's party 
of the Raid of Baith, as it is called. See farther, Goodall, 
vol. ii. p. 358. The other confpiracy, of which Murray 
complained, is much more uncertain, and is founded on very 
doubtful evidence. 

N 0 T E [HJ, p. 96. 

BUCHAN AN confeffes that Rizzio was ugly; but it may 
be inferred, from the narration of that author, that he 

was young. He fays, that on the return of the duke of Sa
voy to Turin, Rizzio was in adolefi:entit:e 'Vigore; in the vigour 
of youth. Now that event happened only a few years before, 
lib. xvii. cap. 44· That Bothwel was young appears, among 
many other im'incible proofs, from Mary's infrructions to the 
bifhop of Dumblain, her ambaffador at Paris; where ihe 
fays, that in 1 )59' only eight years before, he was 'Very 
young. He might therefore have been about thirty when he 
married her. · See Keith's Hifrory, p. 388. 

NOTE [I], P· IIO. 

M A R Y herfelf confelfed, in her inftructions to the am
baffadors, whom !he fent to France, that Bothwel per

fuaded all the noblemen, that their application in favour of 
his marriage was agreeable to her, Keith, p. 3 8g. Anderfon, 
vol. i. p. 94· Murray afterwards produced to queen Eliza
beth's comrniffioners a paper figned by Mary, by which ihe 
permitted them to make this application to her. This per
mifiion was a fufl:icient declaration of her intentions, and was 
ell-eemed equivalent to a command. AI~derfon . vol. iv. p. 59• 
They even afferted, that the houfe, jn which they met, was 
furrounded with armed men. GJodall, vol. ii. p. 141. 
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N 0 T E [K], p. 141. 

M A R Y's complaints of the queen's partiality in admit. 
ting Murray to a conference was a mere pretext in 

order to break off the conference. She indeed employs that 
reafon in her order for that purpofe (fee Goodall, vol. ii. 
p. 184), but in her private letter, her commiffioners are di
rected to make ufe of that order to prevent her honour from 
being attacked, Goodall, vol. ii. p. 1 8 3· It was therefore 
the accufation only fhe was afraid of. MUI·ray was the leaft 
obnoxious of all her enemies : He was abroad when her fub
jetts rebelled and reduced her to captivity: He had only ac
cepted of the regency, when voluntarily profered him by the 
nation. His being admitted to queen Elizabeth's prefence was 
therefore a very bad foundation for a quarrel, or for breaking 
oft" the conferences; and was plainly a mere pretence. 

NOTE [LJ, p. 143• 

W E fhall not enter into a long difcuffion concerning the 
authenticity of thefe letters : We fhall only remark in 

general, that the chief objeClions againft them are, that they 
are fuppofed to have palfed through the earl of Morton's 
hands, the leaft fcrupulous of all Mary's enemies; and that 
they are, to the laft degree, indecent, and even fomewhat 
inelegant, fuch as it is not likely file would write. But to 
thefe prefumptions we may oppofe the following confidera
tions. ( 1 .) Though it be not difficult to counterfeit a fub· 
fcription, it is very difficult, and almoft impoffible, to coun
terfeit feveral pages, fo as to refemb~e exactly the hand-writ .. 
ing of any perfon. Thefe letters were examined and com
pared with Mary's. hand-writing, by the Englilli privy-council, 
and by a great many of the nobility, among whom were fe. 
veral partizans of that princefs. They might have been exa
mined by the bifhop of Rofs, H erreis, and others of Mary's 
commiffion.ers. The regent muft have expeCled, that they 
would be very critically examined by them: And had they 
not been able to ftand that teft, he was only preparing a rcene 
cf confufion to himfelf. Bi£hop Lefiy exprefsly declines the 

VoL. V. K k ~omparin,a-
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comparing of the hands, which he calls no legal proof, Good
all, vol. ii. p. 389. (2.) The letters are very long, much 
longer than they needed to have been, in order to ferve the 
purpofes of Mary's enemies; :1 circumfiance, which encreafed 
the difficulty, and expofed any forgery the more to the rifk 
of a detection. (3.) They are not fo grofs and palpable, as 
forgeries commonly are ; for they left ftill a pretext for Mary'l) 
friends to af'rert, that their meaning was ftrained to make 
them appear criminal; fee Goodall, vol. ii. p. 361. (4.) 
There is a long contraCt of marriage, faid to be written by 
the earl of Huntley, and figned by the queen, before Both
well's acquital. Would Morton, without any neceffity, have 
thus doubled the difficulties of the forgery, and the danger 
of detection? (~ .) The letters are indifcreet; but fuch was 
apparently Mary's conduCt at that time: They are inelegant; 
but they have a carelefs, natural air, like letters haftily writ
ten between familiar friends. (6.) They contain fuch a 
variety of particular circumfl:ances, as nobody could have 
thought of inventing, efpecially as they mull: neceifarily have 
afforded -her many means of deteCtion. (7.) We have not the 
originals of the letters, which were in French : We have only 
a !::cotch and Latin tranflation ft-om the original, and a French 
tranflation profeifedly done from the Latin. Now it is re
markable, that the , Scotch tranflation is full of Gallicifms, 
and is clearly a tranflation from a French original : Such as 
make fault, faire des fautes ; make it ficm that 1 believe, faire 
flmblant de le croire; ,make lrek, faire breche; this is my jirjl 
joU?·nay, c'ejl ma premiere jour12le; have )'Ott not defire to laugh, 
n'ar-.;ez vaus pas envie de rire; tbe place will hald unto the death, 
la place tiendra jufqu' a la mort ; be may not CIJme forth of the 
haufi this long time, il ne peut pm Jortir d:t logis de long tems; ta 
make 1m advertifemmt, faire m' a·vertir; put o:·'der to it, mettre 
ordre a cela; difiharge your heart, decbmger votre caur; make 
gud <U.•atch,faites bon gm·de, &c. (8.) There is a converfation, 
which The mentions, bet~veen hcrfelf and the king one evening: 
But Murray produced before the Engtifh commifiioners, the 
teH:i-mony of one Crawford, a g'cntleman of th earl of Lenox, 
who f'tvore, that the king, on h~r depar u1e from him, gave him. 

an 



/ 

NOTES TO THE FIFTH VOLUI'v1r. 

an account of the fame converfation. (9.) There feems very 
little reafon ·why Murray and his aifodate:; fhould run the rifk 
of fuch a dangerous forgery, which muft have rendered them 
infamous, if deteB:ed; fince their caufe, from Mary's known 
tonduB:, even without thefe letters, was fufficiently good and 
juftifiable. (10.) Mutray expofed thefe letters to the exami
nation of perfons qualified to judge of them; the Scotch coun• 
cil; the Scotch parliament, queen Elizabeth and her council, 
who were poifeifed of a great number of Mary's genuine let
ters. ( 1 1 .) He gave Mary herfulf an opporttJnity of refuting 
and expofing him, if £he had chofen to lay hold of it. (I z.} 
The letters tally fo well with all the other parts of her con
duct during that tranfaB:ion, that thefe proofs throw the 
ftrongeft light on each other. ( q.) ['he duke of Norfolk, 
·who had examined thefe papers, and who favoured fo much 
the queen of Scots, that he intended to marry her, and in the 
end !ofr his life in her caufe, yet believed them authentic, and 

· was fully .s:;onvinced of her guilt. This appears not only from 
his letters above mentioned, to queen Elizabeth and her mi
nifters, but by his fectet acknowledgment to Baniiler, his moft 
trufty confident. See State Trials, vol. i. p. 81. In the 
conferences between the duke, fecretary Lidington, and the 
bifhop of Rofs, all of them zealous partizans of that prin
cefs, the tame thing is always taken far granted. Ibid. p. 74, 
75· See farther MS. in the Advocates' library. A. 3· z8. 
p. 3 I 4• from Cott. lib. Calig. c. 9· Indeed, the duke's full 
perfuafion of Mary's guilt, without the lea:1 doubt or hefita
tion, could not have had place, if he had found Lidington or 
the bilhop of Rofs of a different opinion, or if they had ever 
told him that thefe letters were forged. It is to be remarked, 
that Lidington, being one of the accomplices, knew the 
whole bottom of the confpiracy againft king Henry, and was, 
befides, a man of fuch penetration, that nothing could efcape 
him in fuch interefting events. (14.) I need not repeat the 
prefumption drawn from Mary's refufal to anfwer. The only 
excufe for her filence, is, that fhe fufpetlcd Elizabeth to be a 
partial judge: It was not, indeed, the intereft of that prin
cefs to acquit and juftify her rival and competitor; and we 
accordingly fi.nd that Lidingto~ from the fecret information 

K k z 9f 
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of the duke of Norfolk. informed Mary, by the bi!hop of 
Rofs. that the queen of England never meant to come to a 

decifion ; but only to get into her hands the proofs of Mary's 
guilt, in order to blaft her charatl.er: See State Trials, vol. i. 
p 77• But this was a better reafon for declining the confe
rence altogether than for breaking it off, on frivolous pretences, 
the very moment the chief accufation was unexpetl.edly opened 
againft her. Though fhe could not expeCt Elizabeth's final 
decifion in her favour, it was of importance to give a fatisfac
tory anfwer, if lhe had any, to the accufation of the Scotch 
commiffioners. That anf~er could have been difperfed for 
the fatisfaction of the public, of foreign nations, and of po

fterity. And furely after the accufation and proofs were in 
queen Elizabeth's hands, it could do no hurt to give in the 
anfwers. Mary's information, that the queen never intended 
to come to a decifion, could be no obftacle to her juftification. 
(I 5 .) The very difappearance of thefe letters, is a prefump
tion of their authenticity. That event can be accounted for 
no way but from the care of king James's friends, who were 
defirous to dcftroy every proof of his mother's crimes. The 
difappearance of Morton's narrative, and of Crawford's evi
dence, from the Cotton library, Calig. c. I. muft have pro

ceeded from a like caufe. See MS. in the Advocates' library, 

A. 3· Z9· P· 88. 
I FlN o an objetl.ion made to the authenticity of the letters, 

drawn from the vote of the Scotch privy-council, which affirms 
the letters to be written and fubfcribed by queen Mary's own 
hand; whereas the copies given in to the parliament, a few 

days after, were only written, not fubfcribed. See Goodall, 
vol. ii. p. 64, 67. But it is not confidered, that this circum
fiance is of no manner of force: There were certainly letters, 
true or falfe, laid before the council ; and whether the letters 

were true or falfe, this miftake proceeds equally from the in
accuracy or blunder of the clerk. The miftake may be ac
counted for: The letters were only written by her: The 
fecond contraCt with Bothwell was only fubfcribed. A preper 
accurate difiinction was not made; and they are all faid to be 
written and fubfcribed. A late writer, Mr. Goodall, haa 

endeavoLu·ed to prove, that thefe letters claih with chronology, 
and 

1 
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and that the queen was not in the places mentioned in the 
letters, on the days there affigned: To confirm this, he pro
duces charters and other deeds figned by the queen, where 
the date and place do not agree with the letters. But it is 
well known, that the date of charters, and fuch like grants, 
is no proof of the real day on which they were :figned by the 
fovereign. Papers of that kind commonly pafs through dif
ferent offices : The date is affixed by the firfl: office; and may 
precede very long the day of the 11gnature. 

THE account given by Morton of the manner in which the 
papers came into his hands, is very natural. When he gave 
it to the Englifh commiffioners, he had reafon to think it 
would be canvaifed with all the feverity of able adverfaries, 
interei1ed in the highefl: degree to refute it. It is probable, 
that he could have confirmed it by many circumllances and 
tefl:imonies; fince they declined the conteil:. 

THE fonnets are inelegant; infomud1, that both Brantome 
and Ronfard, who knew queen Mary 's fl:yle, were aifured, 
when they faw them, that they could not be her compofition. 
Jebb, vol. ii. p. 478. But no perfon is equal in his produc
tions, efpecially one whofe ftyle is fo little formed as • 1lary's 

muft be fuppofed to be. Not to mention, that fuch danger
ous and criminal enterprizes leave little tranqui 1lity of mind 
for elegant, poetical compofitions. 

IN a word, queen Mary might eafily have conduCled the 
whole confpiracy againil: her hufband, without opening her 
mind to any one perfon except Bothwel, and without writing 
a fcrap of paper about it; but it was very difficult- to have 
conduCted i~, fo as that her conduct fhould not betray her to 
men of difcernment. In the prefent cafe, her conduct was 
{0 grofs as to betray her to every body; and fortune threw 
into her enemies' hands, papers by which they could convict 
her. The fame infatuation and imprudence, which happily 
is the ufual attendant of great crimes, will account for both. 
It is proper to obferve, that there is not one circumftance of 
the foregoing narrative, contained in the hifi:ory, that is taken 
from Knox, Buchanan, or even Thuanus, or indeed, from 

aJ1y futpeC\ed authority. 
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NOTE [M], p. 145. 

U NLESS wetake this angry accufation, advanced by 
queen Mary, to be an argument ofMurray's guilt, there 

re:mains not the leaft prefumption which fhould lead us to fufpeCl: 
him to have been any wife an accomplice in the king's murder. 
That queen never pretended to give any proof of the charge ; 
and her comrniffioners affirmed at the time, that they them
felves knew of none, though they were ready to maintain its 
truth by their mifrrefs's orders, and would produce fuch proof 
as !he !hould fend them. It is remarkable, that, at that time, 
it was impoffible for either her or them to produce any proof; 
becaufe the conferences before the Englifh commiffioners were 
previouily broken off. 

IT is true, the bilhop of Rofs, in an angry pamphlet, 
· written by him under a borrowed name, (where it is eafy to 

fay any thing) affirms, that lord Herreis, a few days after 
the king's death, charged Murray with the guilt, openly, 
to his fa.ce, at his own table. This latter nobleman, as 
Leily relates the matter, affirmed, that Murray riding in Fife 
with one of his fervants, the evening before the commiffion 
of that crime, faid to him among other talk, Cfhis night 'ere 
mormng the lord Darlllty }hall lofe his life. See Anderfon, 
vol. i. p. 7)• But this is only a hearfay of Leily's, concern
ing a hearfay of Herreis's; and contains a very improbable 
fatl:, Would Murray, without any ufe or neceffity, com
mu~icate to a fervant, fuch a dangerous and important fecret, 
merely by way of converfation ? We may lt}fo obferve, that 
lord Herreis himfelf was one of queen Mary's commiffioners 
who accufed Murray. Had he ever heard this ftory, or given 
credit to it, was not that the time to have produced it! and 
not have affirmed, as he did, that he, for his part, knew na4 · 
thing of Murray's guih. See Goodall, vol. ii. p. 307. 

THE earls of Huntley and Argyle accufe Murray of this 
crime ; but the reafon which they affign is ridiculous. He 
had given his confent to Mary's divorce from the king; there
fore he was the king's murderer. See Anderfon, vol. iv .. 
part z. p. 192. It is a fure argument, tha,t thefe earls kn~w 

no 
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no better proof againfl Murray, otherwife they would have 
produced it, and not have infiH:ed on fo abfurd a prefump
tion. Was not this alfo the time for Huntley to deny his 
writing Mary's contract with Bothwel, if that paper had 
been a forgery ? 

MuRRAY could have no motive to commit that crime. 
The king, indeed, bore him fame ill will; but the king him
felf was become fo defpicable, both from his own ill conduct 
and the queen's averfion to him, that h.e could neither do good 
nor harm to any body. To judge by the event, in any cafe, 
is always abfurd ; more efpecially in the prefent. The king's 
murder, indeed, procured Murray the regency: But much 
more Mary's ill-condutl: and imprudence, which he could not 
poffibly forefee, and which never would have happened, had 
ilie been entirely innocent. 

NOTE [NJ, p. I45· 

I BELl EVE there is no reader of common fenfe, who does 
not fee, from the narrative in the text, that the author 

means to fay, that queen Mary refufes conflantly to anfwer 
before the Englifh commiffioners, but offers only to anfwer in 
perfon before queen Elizabeth in perfon, contrary to her 
pratl:ice during the whole courfe of the conference, till the 
moment the evidence of her being an accomplice in her huf
band's murder is unexpetl:edly produced. It is true, the author 
having repeated four or five times_an account of this demand 
of being admitted to Elizabeth's prefence, and having ex
preffed his opinion, that, as it had been refufed from the 
beginning, even before the commencement of the conferences, 
fue did not expect it would now be complied with; thought 
it impoffi.ble his meaning couM be mifunderfrood, (as indeed it 
}Vas impofiible), and not being willing to tire his reader with 
continual repetitions, he mentions in a paffage or two, fimply, 
that ihe had ref~fed to :Uake any anfwer. I believe alfo, there 
is no reader of common fenfe who perufes Anderfon ot:, Good
all's colletl:ions, and does not fee, that, agreeably to this nar
rative, queen Mary infifts unalterably and ftrenuoufly on not 
contin~ing to anfwer before the Ehgliih commiffloners, but 
infifts to be heard in perfon, by queen Elizabeth in perfon: 

K k 4 thoug}f._ 
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though once or twice, by way of bravado, lhe fays fimply, 
that fhe will anfwer and refute her enemies, without infertirtg 
this condition, which ftill is underftood. But there is a per· 
fon, that has writ an Enfjuiry hijlorical and critical into the ecvi~ 
dence again.ft Mary queen if Scots; and has attempted to refute 
the foregoing narrative. He quotes a fingle paffage of the 
narrative in which Mary is {aid fimply to refufe anfwering ; 
and then a fingle palfage from Goodall, in which Ihe boafts 
fimply that lhe will anfwer; and he very civilly and almoft 
direCtly calls the author a liar, on account of this pretended 
contraditlion, That whole Enquiry, from beginning to end, 
is compofed of fuch fcandalous artifices; and from this in· 
fiance, the reader may judge of the candour, fair dealing, 
veracity, and good manners of the Enquirer. There are 
indeed three events in our hifi:ory, which may be regarded 
e~s touchft:ones of partymen. An Engliih Whig, who afferti 
the reality of the popifh plot, an lriih Catholic, -who denies 
the maffacre in 1 ( 4 I~ and a Scotch Jacobite, who maintains 
the innocen<;e of queen Mary, muft be confidered as men be
yond the reach of argument or reafon, and muft be left t<> 
their ,prej udict;s. -

N 0 T E [0], p. 167. 

By Murden's ftate papers, publilhed after writing this 
hiftory, it appears, that an agreement had been made 

between Elizabeth and the regent for delivering up of Mary 
to him. The queen afterwards fent down Killigrew to the 
earl of Marre when regent, ofFering to put Mary into his 
hands. Killigrew was inftruCl:ed to take good {ecurity from 
the regent, that that -queen fhould be tried for her crimes, 
and that the fentence fhould be executed upon her. It ap
pears that Marre rejected the offer ; b~caufe we hear no morQ 
ofi~. . 

NOTE [P], p. t6g. 

SIR James Melvil, _p. 108, 109. afcribes to Elizabeth a 
poiitive defign of animating the Scotch factions againft 

each other ; but his evidence is too inconfiderable to counte~
ba.l~n~e many other autho..ritiesl and is2 indeed, contrary to 

he-" 



NOTES TO THE FIETH VOLUME. s~~ 

her fubfequent conduct, as well as her intere!l, and the ne
ceffity of her fituation. It was plainly her intereft, that the 
king's party fhould prevail, and nothing could have engaged 
her to flop their progrefs, or even forbear openly affifting 
them, but her intention of ftill amufing the queen of Scots, 
by the hopes of being peaceably refiored to he.r throne. See 
farther Strype, vol. ii. Append. p. zo. 

NOTE ( Q], p. 243· 

T HAT the queen·s negociations for marrying the duke 
Anjou were not feigned nor political, appears' clearly 

from many circumftances; particularly from a paffage in Dr. 
Forbes's manufcript collections, at prefent in the po.ffeffion of 
lord Royil:on. She there enjoins Walfingham, before he 
opens the treaty, to examine the perfon of the duke; and as, 

that prince had lately recovered from the fmall pox, fhe de
fires her arubaffador to confider, whether he yet retained fo 
much of his good lo.oks, as that a woman could fix her af. 
fecrions on him. Had ilie not been in earneft, and h.ad fue 
only meant to amufe the public or the court of France, thii 
circumfiance was of no moment. 

NOTE [R], p. 265. 

D 'EWES, p. 328. The puritanical feet had indeed 
gone fo far, that a book of difcipline was fecretly fub

fcribed by above five hundred clergymen ; and the prefbyterian 
government thereby eftablifhed in the midft of the church, 
notwithftanding the rigour of the prelates and of the high 
commiffion. So impofiible is it by penal ftatutes, however 
fevere, to fupprefs all religious innovation. See Neal's Hift. 
of the Puritans, vol. i. p. 483. Strype's Life of Whitgift~ 

P· 29t• 

NOTE [S], p. 267. 

T Hr S year, the earl of Northumberland, brother to the 
ead beheaded fome years before, had been engaged in 

a confpiracy with lord Paget for the delivery of the queen of 
Scots. He was thrown into the Tower; and being confcious 
.t~at his guilt could _be proved upon him, at leaft, that fen-

tence 
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tence would infallibly be pronounced againfr him, he freed 
himfelf from farther profecution by a voluntary death. He 
:fhot himfelf in the breafl with a piflol. A bout the fame time, 
the earl of Arundel, fon of the unfortunate duke of Norfolk, 
having entered into fome exceptionable meafures, and reflect
ing on the unhappy fate, which had attended his family, en-

, deavoured to depart fecretly beyond fea, but was difcovered 
and thrown into the Tower. In 15 87 this nobleman was 
brought to his trial for high treafon ; chiefly becaufe he had 
dropped fome expreffions of affeB:ion to the Spaniards, and 
had affirmed that he would have maifes faid for the fuccefs of 
the Armada. His peers found him guilty of treafon : This 
fevere fentence was not executed ; but Arundel never reco
-vered his liberty. He died a prifoner in 159~· He carried 
his religious aufterities fo far, that they were believed the im.':' 
mediate caufe of his death. 

N 0 T E [TJ, p. 282. 

M A R Y 's extreme animoGty againft Elizabeth may eafily 
be conceived, and broke out, about this time, in an 

incident, which may appear curious. While the former 
queen was kept in cuH:ody by the earl of Shrewfbury, lhe lived 
during a long time in great intimacy with the countefs ; but 
that lady entertaining a jealoufy of an amour between her and 
the earl, their friendlhip was converted into enmity; and 
Mary took aJnethod of revenge, which at once gratified her 
fpite againft the countefs and that againft Elizabeth. She 
wrote to the queen informing her of all the malicious fcanda
lous ftories, which, 1he faid, the countefs of Shrew!bury had 
reported of her : That Elizabeth had given a promife of mar
riage to a certain perfon, whom fhe afterwards often admitted 
to her bed: That ihe had been equally indulgent to Simier, 
the French agent, and to the duke of Anjou: That Hatton 
was alfo one of her paramours, who was even difgufted with 
her exceffive love and fondnefs : That though fhe was on other 
occafions avaritious to the laft degree, as well as ungrateful, 
and kind to very few, fhe fpared no expence in gratifying her 
amorous paffions: That notwithftanding her licentious amours. 
fue was not made like other women; and all thofe whQ court-

~(\. 
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ed her marriage would in the end be difappointed: That ihe 
was fo conceited of her beauty, as to fwallow the moft extra .. 
vagant flattery from her courtiers, who cDuld not, on thefe 
occafions, forbear even fneering at her for her folly : That it 
was ufual for them to tell he.r;, that the luftre of her beauty 
dazled them like that of the fun, and they could not behold 
it with a fixed eye : She added, that the countefs had faid. 
that Mary's beft policy would be to engage her fan to make 
love to the queen; nor was there any danger that fuch a pro
pofal would be taken for mockery : So ridiculous was the 
opinion which Ihe had entertained of her own charms. She 
pretended, that the countefs had reprefented her as no lefs 
odious in her temper than profligate in her manners, and ab
furd in her vanity : That Ihe had fo beaten a young woman of 
the name of Scudamore as to break that lady's finger ; and i11 
order to cover over the matter, it was pretended, that the 
accident had proceeded from the fall of a candleftick: That 
fue had cut another acrofs the hand with a knife, who had 
been fo unfortunate as to offend her. Mary added, that the 
countefs had informed her, that Elizabeth had fuborned Rol
ftone to pretend fri.endihip to her, in order to debauch her~ 
and thereby throw infamy on her rival. See Murden's State 
Papers, p. 558. This imprudent and malicious letter was 
writ a very little before the detection of Mary's confpiracy ; 
and·contributed, no doubt, to render the proceedings againft 
her more rigorous. How far all thefe imputations againtl: 
Elizabeth can be credited, may perhaps appear doubtful; 
]3ut her extreme fondnefs for Leicefrer, Hatton, and li.ffex, 
not to mention Mountjoy and others, with the curious paifages 
between her and admiral Seymour, contained in Haynes., 
render her chaftity very much to be fufpeB:ed. Her [elf-con
ceit with regard to beauty, we know from other undoubted 
authority, to have been extravagant. Even when fhe was ~ 
very old woman, Ihe allowed her courtiers to flatter her with 
regard to her excellent heautie.r. Birch, vol. ii. p. 442, 443• 
Her paffionate temper may alfo be proved from many lively 
infiances ; and it was not unufual with her to beat her 
maids of honour. See the Sydney Papers, vol. ii. P· 38. 
The blow 1he zave to Eifex before the privy·COL1ncil is ano-

• ther 
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tber inftance. There remains in the Muf<eum a letter of the 
earl of Huntington's, in which he comp1ains grievoufly of the 
queen's pinching his wife very forely, on account of forne 
quarrel between them. Had this princefs been born in a 
private ftation, ihe would not have been very amiable : But 
her abfolute authority, at the fame time that it gave an un- ' 
controled fwing to her violent pailions, enabled her to com
penfate for her infirmities by many great and fignal virtues. 

N 0 T E [U], p. 295· 

C AMDEN, p. 525. This evidence was that of Curie, 
her fecretary, whom ihe allowed to be a very honeft 

man ; and who, as well as N au, had given proofs of his in
tegrity, by keeping fo long fuch important fecrets, from 
whofe difcovery he could have reaped the greateil: profit. 
Mary, after all, thought, that fhe had fo little reafon to 
complain of Curle·s evidence, that ihe took care to have him 
paid a confiderable fum by her will, which fhe wrote the day 
before h€r death. Good all, vol. i. p. 4 I 3· Neither did 
ilie forget Nau, though lefs fatisfied in other refpeets with his 
conduCt. Id. ibid. 

N 0 T E [X], p. 295· 

T HE detail of this confpiracy is to be found in a letter 
of the queen of Scots to Charles Paget, her great confi

dent. This letter is dated the zoth of May 15 86, and is 
contained in Dr. Forbes's manufcript colleCtions, at prefent in 
the poffeffion of lord Royfton. It is a copy attefted by Curie, 
Mary's fecretary, and indorfed by lord Burleigh. What proves 
its authenticity beyond queftion is that we find in Murden's 
Collection, p. 5 16, that Ma.ry aCtually wrote that very day a 
letter to Charles Paget: And farther, fhe mentions, in the 
manufcript letter, a letter of Charles Paget's of the 1oth of 
April : Now we find by Murden, p. so6, that Charles Paget 
did atl:ually write her a letter of that date. 

TH rs violence of fpirit is very confiftent with Mary's cha
raCter. Her maternal affeCtion was too weak to oppofe the • 
gratification of her paffions, particularly her pride, her am
bition, and her bigotry, Her fon, having made fome fruit-

le[~ 
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lefs attempts to affociate her with him in the title, and hav· 
ing found this fcheme impracticable, on account of the preju
dices of his proteftant fubjeas, at lafi: defifted from that de
£gn, and entered into an alliance with England, without 
comprehending his mother. She was in fuch a rage at this 
undutiful behaviour, as fhe imagined it, that fhe wrote to 
queen Elizabeth, that fhe no longer cared what became of 
him or her in the world; the greatefi: fatisfaB:ion ihe could 
have before her death wa3 to fee him and all his adherents 
become a fignal example of tyranny, ingratitude ~nd impiety, 
and undergo th~ vengeance of God for their wickednefs. 
She would find in Chrifi:endom other heirs, and doubted not 
to put her inheritance in fuch hands as would retain the firmer.: 
hold of it. She cared not, after taking this revenge, wnat 
became of her body: The quickeft death would then be the 
rnoft agreeable to her. And fhe a!fured her, that, if he perfe~ 
vered, fhe would difown him for her fen, would give him 
her malediB:ion, would difinherit him, as well of his prefent 
poffeffions as of all he could expeB: by her ; abandoning him 
not only to her fubjeCls to treat him as they had done her, 
but to all ftrangers to fubdue and conquer him. It was in 
vain to employ menaces againft her: The fear of death or 
Gther misfortune would never induce her to make one ftep 
or pronounce one fyllable beyond what fhe had determined: 
She would rather perifh with honour, in maintaining the 
dignity, to which God had raifed her, than degrade herfelf 
by the Ieaft pufillanimity, or act what was unworthy of her 
ftation and of her race. Murden, p. s66, 567. 

J A MEs faid to Courcelles, the French ambaffador, that he 
had feen a letter under her own hand, in which ihe threatned 
to difinherit him, and faid that he might betake him to the 
lordfhip of Darnley: For that was all he had by his father. 
Courcelles' Letter, a !YfS. of Dr. Campbel's. There is in Jebb, 
vol. ii. p. 573, a letterofher's where fhe throws out the fame 
n1enace againft him. 

WE find this fcheme of feizing the king of Scots, and deli
vering him into the hands of the pope or the king of Spain, 
propofed by Morfan to l\1ary. Set Murden, p. )2)· A 

mother 
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mother niuft be very violent to whom one ~ould dare to make 
fuch a propofal : But it feems fue affented to it . .. 

NOTE [Y], p. 297· 

T HE volume of State Papers collected by Mr. Murden, 
prove beyond controverfy, that Mary was long in clofe 

correfpondence with Babington, p. 513, 516, 532, 533• She 
entertained a like correfpondence with Ballard, Morgan, and 
Charles Paget, and laid a fcheme with them for an infurretlion. 

and for the inva.fion of England by Spain, p. 5 z8, 53 t. The 
fame papers !how, that there had been a difcontinuance of' 
Eabington 's correfpondence, agreeably to Camden's narration. 
See State Papers, p. 5 13. where Morgan recommends it to 
queen Mary to renew the correfpondence with Babington. 

:Thefe circumftances prove, that no weight can be laid on 

Mary's denial of guilt; and that her correfpondence with 
Babington contained particulars, which could not be avowed. 

·N 0 T E [Z], p. 297· 

T HERE are three fuppofitions, by which the letter ttt 
Babington may be accounted for, without allowing 

. Mary's concurrence in the confpiracy for affafilnating Eliza· 
beth. The firft is, that which .fhe feems herfelf to have em• 
braced, that her fecretaries had received Babington's letterll 
and liad, without any treacherous intention, ventured of them
felves to anfwer it, and had never communicated the matter 
to her: But it is utterly improbable, if not impoffible, that a 

princefs of that fenfe and fpirit fhould, in an affair of that 
importance, be fo treated by her fervants who lived in the 

, houfe with her, and who had every moment an opportunity of 

communicating the fecret to her. If the confpiracy failed, 

they muft expetl to fuffer the feverefl punifhment from the 
court of E~gland; if it fucceeded, the lighteft punifhment, 

which they could hope for from their own mifi:refs, mufl: be 
difgrace, on account of their temerity. Not to mention, that 
Mary's concurrence was in fome degree requifite for effetluat· 
ing the defign of her efcape: It was propofed to attack her 

guards, while fhe was employed in hunting: She muft there-

2 fu~ 
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fore concert the time and place with the confpirators. The 
fecond fuppofition is, that thefe two fecretaries were previ
oufly traito'rs; and being gained by Walfingham, had made 
fuch a reply 'in their rniftrefs's cypher, as might involve her in 
the guilt o( th.e confpiracy. But thefe two men had lived long 
with the queen of Scots, had been entirely trufted by her, 
and had never fallen under Cufpicion either with her or her 
partizans. Camden informs u,s, that Curie aftewaras claimed 
a reward from Walfingham on pretence of fome promife; but 
Walfingham told him, that he owed him no reward, and 
that he had made no difcoveries on his examination, which 
were not knO\\;n with certainty from other quatters. The 
third fuppofition is, that neither the queen nor the two fecre
taries, 1\au and Curle, ever faw Babington's letter, or made 
any anfwer; hut that Walfingham, having decyphered the 
former, forged a reply. But this fuppofition implies the falfe
hood of the whole ftory, told by Camden, of Gifford's accefs 
to the queen of Scots's family, and Paulet's refufal to concur 
in allowing his fervants to be bribed. Not to mention, that 
as Nau's and Curie's evidence muft, on this fuppofi.tion, ha·re 
been extorted by violence and terror, they would neceffarily ' 
have been engaged, for their own juftification, to have told 
the truth afterwards; efpecially upon the acceffion of James. 
But Camden informs us, that Nau, even after that event, per
lifted fti11 in his teftimon y. 

'We niuft alfo confider, that the two laft fuppofrtions imply 
fuch a rnonihous criminal conduct in Walfingham, and confe
quently in Elizabeth (for the matter could be no fecret to her) 
as exceeds all credibility. If we confider the fituation of 
things and the prejudices of the times, Mary's confent to Ba
bington's confpiracy appears much more natural arid probable. 
She believed Elizabeth to be an ufurper and a heretic : She 
regarded her as a perfonal and a violent enemy: She knew that 
fchemes for affaffinating heretics were very familiar in that 
age, and. generally approved of by the court of Rome and the 
.2ealous catholics: Her own liberty and fovereignty were con
nected with the fuccefs of this cnterprize: And it cannot ap
pear ftrange, that where men of fo much merit as Babington 

c;ould 
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could be engaged, by bigotry alone, in fo criminal an enter .. 

prize, M ary, who was atl.uated by the fame motive, joined to 

fo many others, fhould have given her confent to a fcheme 

projeCted by her friends~ We may be previoufly certain, that, 

if fuch a fcheme was ever communicated to her, with any 

probability of fuccefs, fhe would a!fent to it:_ And it ferved 

the purpofe of Walfingham and the Englifh miniftry to faci

litate the communication of thefe fchemes, a~ feon as they had 

got an expedient for intercepting her anfwer, and deteCting 

the confpiracy. Now Walfingham's knowledge of the matter 

is a fuppofition nece!rary to account for the letter delivered tO 

'Babington. 

As to the not punifhing of N au and Curie by Elizabeth, it 

never is the praCtice to puniih le!fer criminals, who had given 

evidence again!l: the principal. 

BuT what ought to induce us to rejeCt thefe three fuppofi

tions, i5, that they muft, all of them, be confidered as bare 

poffibilities: The partizans of Mary can give no reafon for 

preferring one to the other: Not the flighteft evidence ever 

appeared to fupport any one of them: !'~~either at that time, 

nor at any time after, was any reafon difcovered, by the nu

merous zealots at home and abroad who had embraced Mary's 

aefence, to lead US to the belief of any of thefe three fuppO• 

:fitions; and even her apologifts at prefent feem not to have 

fixed on any choice among thefe fuppofed poffibilities. The 

pofitive proof of two very credible witneifes, fupported by 

the other very ftrong circumftances, ftill remains unimpeach· 

ed. Babington, who had an extreme intereft to have com

munication with the queen of Scots, believed he had found a 

means of correfpondence with her, and had received an anfwer 

from her: He, as well as the other confpirators, died.in that 

belief: There has not occurred, ftnce that time, the leaft ar

gument to prove that they were mifiaken: Can there be any 

reafon at prefent to doubt of the truth of their opinion ? Cam

aen, though a profeifed apologift for Mary, is conftrained to 

tell the fiory in fuch a manner as evidently fuppofes her guilt • 

.Such was the impoffibility of finding any other confiftent ac
count, even by a man of parts, who was a contemporary! 
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IN this light might the queftion have appeared even during 

Mary's trial. But what now puts her guilt beyond all contro
verfy is the following paffage of her letter to Thomas M organ, 
dated the 27th of J u1y I s86. " As to Babington, he bath 
" both kindly and honefily offered himfelf and all his means 
" to be employed any way I would. Whereupon I hope to 
" have fatisfied him by two of my feveral letters, fince 1 had 
'' his; and the rather, for that I opened him the way, where
" by I received his with your aforefaid." Murden, p. 533· 
Babington confeffed, that he had offered her to affaffinate the 
queen: It appears by this, that ihe had accepted the offer: 
So that all the fuppo.fitions of Walfingham's forgery, or the 
temerity or treachery of her fecretaries, fall to the ground. 

NOTE [AA], p. 302. 

T HIS parliament granted the queen a fupply of a fub
:fidy and two fifteenths. They adjourned, and met 

again after the execution of the queen of Scots; when there 
paifed fame remarkable incidents, which it may be proper 
not to omit. We !hall give them in the words of Sir Simon 
n·Ewes, p. 4-1 c, 411, which are almoft wholly tranfcribed 
from Townfhend's Journal. On Monday the 27th of Febru
ary, Mr. Cope, firft ufing fame fpeeches touching the neceffity 
of a learned miniftry and the amendment of things amifs in the 
ecclefiaftical eftate, offered to the ho~fe a bill and a book writ
ten; the bill containing a petition, that it might be enaEl:ed, 
that all laws now in force touching ecclefiaftical government 
fhould be void : And that it might be enaEl:ed that that book 
of common prayer now offered, and none other, might be 
received into the church to be ufed. The book contained the 
form of prayer and adminiftration of the facraments, with 
divers rites and ceremonies to be ufed in the church ; and he 
defired that the book might be read. Whereupon Mr. Speaker 
in effeCt ufed this fpeech: For that her majefiy before this 
time had commanded the houfe not to meddle with this mat .. 
ter, and that her majefiy had promifed to take order in thofe 
caufes, he doubted not but to the good fatisfaEl:ion of all her 
people, he defired that it would pleafe them to fpare the re<.d
ing of it. Notwithfranding the houfe ddired the reading of 

YoL. V~ .L 1 it.-
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it. Whereupon Mr. Speaker defired the clerk to read. And 
the' court being ready to read it, Mr Dalton made a motion 
~ gainft the reading of it ; faying, that it was not meet to be 
read, and it did appoint a new form of adminiftration of th~ 
facraments and ceremonies of the church, to the difcredit of 
the book of common prayer and of the whole il:ate ; and 
thought that this dealing would bring her majeil:y's indigna
tion againft the ho:.1fe, thus to enterprize this dealing with 
thofe things which her majelly efpecially had taken into her 
own charge and direCtion. Whereupon Mr. LewL::enor fpake, 
fhewing the neceility of preaching and of a learned miniil:ry, 
and thought it very fit that the petition and book fhould b~ 
read. To this purpofe fpake Mr. Hurleilon and Mr. Bain
brigg ; and fo, the time being pa:(fed, the houfe broke up .. 
and neither the petition nor book read. This done, her ma
jeily fent to lv1r. Speaker, as well for this petition and book, 
as for that other petition and book for the like dfetl:, that 
was aelivered the laft fcffion of parliament, which Mr. Speaker 
fent to her majefty. On Tuefday the z8th of February, her 
rnajefty fent for Mr. Speaker, by occafion \vhereof the houf~ 
did not fit. On ·wednefday the firit day of March, Mr .. 
Wentworth delivered to Mr. Speaker c~rtain articles, which 
contained queftions . to~ching the liberties of the houfe, and to 

iome of which he was to anfwer, and defired they might be 
read. Mr. Speaker defired him to fpar~ his motion, until 
her majefiy's pleafure was further known touching the peti
tion and book lately delivered into the houfe; but Mr .. 
VI en tworth would not be fo fatisfied, but required his articles 
might be read. Mr. Wentworth introduced his queries by 
lamenting, that he as well as many others were deterred from 
fpeaking, by their want of knowledge and experience in the 
liberties of the houfe ; and the queries were as follow : Whe
ther this council were not a place for any member of the fame 
here affembled, frt'cly and without controulment of any pcr
fon or danger of l?.ws, by bill or fpeech to utter any of the 

0 riefs of this commonwl!alth \\hatfocver, touching the fervice 
61f God, the fafcty of the prittce and this noble realm? 
Vv hether that great honour may be dm{e unto God, and be-
1\eiit and ferv!~e unto the r1rinc~: AnJ ft:..te, t'itl out free fpeech 

ia 

fa 
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in this council that may be done with it.? \Vh(·ther there be 
any council which can make, add, or dirninifh from the laws 
of the realm but only this council of parliament? Whe,her 
it be not againft the orders of thjs council to make any fecret 
or matter of weight, which is here in hand, known to the 
prince or any other, concerning the high fervice of God, 
prince or ftate, without the confent of the houfe? ·whether 
the fpeaker or any other may interrupt any member of this 
council in his fpeech ufed in this houfe tendinQ' to anv of the 
forenamed fervices ? Whether the fpeaker m~y rife ~vhen he 
will, any matter being propounded, without confent of the 
houfe or not? Whether the fpeaker may over-rule the houfe 
in any matter or caufe there in queftion, or whether he is to 
be ruled or over-ruled in any matter or not? Whether the 
.prince and ftate can continue, and ftand, and be maintained; 
without this council of parliament, not altering the govern
ment of the ftate ? At the end of thefe q ueftions, fays Sir Si
man D'Ewes, I found fet down this fhort note or memorial 
enfuing: By which it may be perceived, both what ferjeant 
Puckering, the fpeaker, did with the faid queftions after he 
had received them, and what became alfo of this bufinefs, v.iz. 
" Thefe queftions Mr. Puckering pocketed up and fhewed 
" Sir Thomas Henage, who fo handled the matter, that Mr. 
" Wentworth went to the Tower, and the queftions not at all 
" moved. Mr. Buckler of Effex herein brake his faith 
" in forfaking the matter, &c. and no more was done.'' 
After fetting down, continues Sir Simon D'Ewes, the faid bu
.finefs of Mr. Wentworth in the orig-inal journal book, there 
follows only this fhort conclufion of the day itfelf, viz. 
'' This day, Mr. Speaker being fent for to the qucen's ma· 
'' jefty, the houfe ~eparted." On Thurfday the fecond of 
March, Mr. Cope, Mr. Lewkenor, Mr. Hurliton, and Mr. 
Bainbrigg were fent for to my lord chancellor and by divers of 
the privy council, and from thence were fent to the Tower. 
On Saturday, the fourth day of :March, Sir John Higham 
made a motion to this houfe, for that divers good and neceffary members thereof were taken from them, that it would 
pleafe them to be humble petitioners to her majefty ~or ~he. · ~ 1 z .refhtuuon 



516 NOTtS TO 'fHE FIFTH VOLUME .. 

refritution of them again to the houfe. To which fpeeche:s 
Mr. Vice-chamberlain anfwered, that if the gentlemen were 
committed for matter within the compafs of the privilege of 
this houfe, then there might be a petition ; but if not, then 
we fhould give occafion to her majefry's farther difpleafure : 
And therefore advifed to fray until they heard more, which 
could not be long: And farther, he faid touching the book 
and the petition, her majefry had, for diverfe good caufes 
beft known to herfelf, thought fit to fupprefs the fame, with
out any farther examination thereof; and yet thought it very 
unfit for her majefry to give any account of her doings.-
But whatfoever Mr. Vice-chamberlain pretended, it is moft 

probable thefc members were committed for intermeddling 

with matters touching the church, which her majefty had 
often inhibited, and which had caufed fo much difputation 

and fo many meetings between the two houfes the laft parlia

ment. 
THis is all we find of the matter in Sir Simon D'Ewes and 

Townfend; and it appears that thofe members, who had been 
committed, were detained in cu!l:ody till the queen thought 

proper to releafe them. Thefe quefrions of Mr. Wentworth 

are curious; becaufe they ccntain fome faint dawnings of the 
prefent Englifh conftitution ; though fuddenly eclipfed by the 
arbitrary government of Elizabeth. Wentworth was indeed. 
by his puritanl.fm, as well as his love of liberty (for thefe two 
characters, of fuch unequal merit, arofe and advanced toge

ther) the true forerunner of the Hambdens, the Pyrns, and 

the Hollifes, who, in the next age, with lefs courage, be

caufe with lefs danger, rendered their principles fo triumphant. 

I fhall only aik., whether it be not fufficiently clear from all 

thefe tranfaEtions, that in the two fucceeding reigns it was the 
people who encroached upon the fovereign ; not the fovereign, 

who attempted, as is pretended~ to ufurp upon the people? 

1'~ 0 T E [BB], p. 336. 
C'_]""H E queen'! .fpeecb itt the camp of'l'ilbury waJ in thife rr.vord.r ~ 

My loving people, we have been perfuaded by fome, 

that are careful of our fafety, to take heed how we commit 
ourfelve.s 
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ourfelves to armed multitudes, for fear of treachery; but 
a!fure you, I do not defire to live to diftruft my faithful and 
loving people. Let tyrants fear: I have always fo behaved 
myfelf, that, under God, I have placed my chiefeft ftrength 
and fafeguard in the loyal hearts and good- will of my fubjects. 
And therefore I am come amongft,you at this time, not as for 
my recreation or fport, but being refolved in the midft and 
heat of the battle to live or die amongft you all ; to lay down, 
for my God, and for my kingdom, and for my people, my ho
nour and my blood, even in the duft. I know I have but the 
body of a weak and feeble woman, but I have the heart of a 
king, and of a king of England too; and think foul [corn, 
that Parma or Spain, or any prince of Europe, Ihould dare to 
invade the borders of my realms: To which, rather than any 
difhonour fhall grow by me, I myfe]f will take up arms; I 
myfelf will be your general, judge, and rewarder of every one 
of your virtues in the :field. I know already, by your for
wardnefs, that you have deferved rewards and crowns ; and 
we do a!fure you, on the word of a prince, they 1ha11 be duly 
paid you. In the mean time, my lieutenant general fhall be 
in my fread ; than whom never prince commanded more noble 
and worthy fubjetl:; not doubting, by your obedience to my 
general, by your concord in the camp, and your valour in the 
field, we fhall ihortly have a famous victory over thofe enemies 
of my God, of my kingdom, and of my people. 

N 0 T E [CC], p. 345· 

STR YPE, vol. iii. p. 525. On thefourth ofSeptember, 
foon after the difperfion of the ~pani!h Armada, died the 

earl of Leicefter, the queen's great, but unworthy, favourite. 
Her affection for him continued to the laft. He had difcovered 
no conduct in any of his military enterprizes; and was fufpeEted 
of cowardice: Yet ihe entrufted him with the command of her 
armies during the danger of the Spaniih invafjon; a partiality, 
which might have proved fatal to her, had the duke of Parma 
been able to land his troops in England. She had even order
ed a commiffion to be drawn for him, conftituting him her 
lieutenant in the kingdoms ofEngland and Ireland; but Bur
leigh and Hatton reprefented to her the danger of entrufiing 

L 1 3 fuch 
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fuch unlimited authority in the hands of any fubject, and pre ... 
vented the execution of that defign. No ~onder, that a con
duct, fo unlike the ufual jealoufy of Elizabeth, gave reafon 
to fufpect, that her partiality \Vas founded on fome other 
paffion than friendfhip. But Elizabeth feemed to carry he~ 
affection to Leicefter no farther than the grave : She ordered 
his goods to be difpofed of at a public fale, to reimburfe her
felf of fome debt which he owed her; and her ufual attention 
to money was obferved to prevail over her regard to the me
mory of the deceafed. This earl wac; a great hypocrite, ~ 
pretendel' to the ftricteft religicn, an encourager of the puri ... 
tans, and a founder of hofpitals. 

N 0 T E [DD], p. 345· 

S TRY P F, vol. iii. P· 54-z. Id. append. p. 239· Ther~ 
are fome fingular pa!fc:ges in this laft fpeech, which may 

be worth t;::king notice of; efpecially as they came from a 
member who \Vas no courtier: For he argues againft the fub
:fidy. " And firfr," fa)S he, '' for the nece.flity thereof, I 
" cannot deny, but if it were a charge irnpofed upon us by 
" her majefty's commandment, or a demand proceeding from 
" her, majefry by way of requeft, that I think there is not one 
'' am~ng us all, either fo difobedient a fubjeCl: in regard of 
" our duty, or fo unthankful a man in refpeCt of the inefti
" mable benefits which, by her or from her, we have received, 
u which would not with frank confent, both of voice and 
" heart, moft willingly fubmit himfelf thereunto, without 
" any ur.reverend enquiry into the caufes thereof. For it is 
" continually in the mouth of us all, that oqr lands, goods, 
" and lives are at our prince's diipofing. And it agreeth 
'' very well with that pofition of the civil law, which fayeth, 
" !:2.!Jod omnia regis fmzt. But how? lta tamm ut Otmzium Jint. 
" Ad 1·egem mim potf./las onmium pertinet; ad Jing,ulos proprietas. 
u So that although it be moft true, that her majefty bath over 
H ourfelves and our goods, potejlatem impera11di; yet it - is 
H true, that until that power command (which, no doubt, 
" will not commind , wi~hout very juft caufe) every fubjeCt 
'' hath his own }rop1 ietc.tem pojJidendi. Which power and 

" commandment 
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" commandment from her majefty~ which we have not yet 

c' received, I take it (faving reformation) that we are freed 

'' from the caufe of necejJity. And the caufe of necefiity, is 

'' the dangerous efiate of the commonwt;alth, &c.'' The 

tenor of the fpeech pleads rather for a general benevolence 

than a fubfidy: For the law of Richard III. againft benevo

lence was never conceived to have any force. The member 

even proceeds to affert, with fame precaution, that it was in 

the power of a parliament to refufe the king's demand of a 

fubfidy. And that there was an inftance of that liberty in 

Henry JJI. 's time, near four hundred years before. Suh fine. 

N 0 T E [EE], p. 34-8. 

'

! 7 E may judge of the extent and importance of thefe 
1 

V abufes by a fpeech of Bacon's againft purveyors, deli

vered in the firft feffion of the firft parliament of the fubfequent 

reign, by which alfo we may learn that Elizabeth had given 

no redrefs to the grievances complained of_. '' Firft,'' fays 

he, " they take in kind what they ought not to take; fe

" condly, they take in quantity a far ,greater proportion thalf 

" cometh to your majefty,s ufe; thirdly, they take in an un

'' lawful manner, in a manner, I fay, direCtly and exprefsly 

" prohibited by the feveral laws. For the firft, 1 am a little 

'' to alter .their name: For inftead of t_gkers, they become 

" taxers: Jnftead of taking provifions for your majefty's fer

" vice, thf."1 tax your people ad redimmdam rvexatiomm; im

" pofing upon them and extorting from them divers fums of 

" money, fometimes in grofs, fometimes in the nature of fti

'' pends annually paid, ne 11oceant, to be freed and eafed of 

'' their opprefiion, Again, they take trees, which by law 
" they cannot do; timber trees, which are the beauty, coun

" tenance and ihelter of men's houfes; that men have long 

'' [pared from their own purfe and profit; that men efl:eem, 

" for their ufe and delight, above ten times the value; 

'' that are a lofs which men cannot repair or recover. Thefe 

" do they take, to the defacing and fpoiling of your fubjetl:s 

" manfions and dwellings, except they may be compounded 

" with to their own appetites. And IT a gentleman be too 
L 1 4 " hard 
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'' hard for them while he is at home, they will watch their 
" time when there is bu~ a bailiff or a ferva~t remaining, and 
cc put the ax to the root of the ttee, ere ever the mafter can 
'' ftop it. h.gain, they ufe a ftrange and moft unjuft exaCtion 
'' in caufing the fubjecb to pay poundage of their own debts, 
'' due from your majefty unto them: So as a poor man, when 
" he has had his hay or his wood, or his poultry (which per· 
'' chance he was full loath to part with, and had for the pro. 
" vifion of his own family and not to put to fale) taken from 
'' pim, and that not at a juft price, but under the value, 
" and cometh to receive his money, he fhall have after the 
" rate of twelve pence in t~e pound abated for poundage of 
'' his due payment upon fo hard conditions. Nay farther 
" they are grown to that extremity (as is affirmed, though. it 
" be fcarce credible, fave that in fuch perfons all things are 
" credible) that they will take double poundage, once when 
" the debenture is made, and again the fecond time, when 
" the money is paid. For the fecond point, moft gracious 
"' fovereign, touching the quantity which they take far above 
" that which is anfwered to your majefty's ufe ; it is affirmed 
" unto me by divers gentlemen of good report, as a matter 
" which I may fafe!y avouch unto your majefty, that there 
" is no pound profit, which redoundeth unto your majefty in 
" this courfe, but induceth and begetteth three pound da. 
" mage upon your fubjeets, betide the difcontentment. And 
'' to the end they may make their fpoil more fecurely, what 
" do they? Whereas divers ftatutes do ftriCl:ly provide, that 
" whatfoever they take fhall be regiftered and attefted, to the 
" end that by making a collation of tha~ which is taken from 
" the country and that which is anfwered above, their de
" ceits might appear, they' to the end te obfcure their 
" deceits, utterly omit the obfervation of this, which the law 
" prefcribeth. And therefore to defcend, i( it may pleafe 
" your majefty, to the third fort of abufe, which is of the 
" unlawful manner of their taking, whereof this queftion is 
c' a branch ; it is fo manifold, as it rather afketh an enume
" ration of fame of the particulars than a profecution of all. 
'' For their price, by law they ought to take as they can agree 
'' with the fubjctt; by abufe, they take at an impofed and en-

'' forced 
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'' forced price : By law they ought to make but one apprize

" ment by neighbours in the country; by abufe, they make 

u a fecond apprizement at the court-gate, and when the fub

'' jech cattle come up many miles lean and out of plight by 

~' reafon of their travel, then they prize them anew at an 

" abated price: By law, they ought to take between fun and 

" fun ; by abufe, they take by twilight and in the night

" time, a time well chofen for malefaCtors: By law, they 

" ought not to take in the high-ways (a place by her ma

"' jcfty's high prerogative protected, and by ftatute by fpecial 

" words excepted) by abufe, they take in the highways: By 

" law, they ought to fhew their commiffion, &c. A number 

'' of other particulars there are, &c." Bacon's works, vol. 

iv. p. 305, 306. 
SucH were the abufes, which Elizabeth would neither per

mit her parliaments to meddle with, nor redrefs herfelf. I 

believe it will readily be allowed, that this flight prerogati\'e 

alone, which has paffed almoft unobferved amidit other 

branches . of fo much greater importance, was fuflicient to ex

tingui!h all regular liberty. For what elettor, or member of 

parliament, or even juryman, durft oppofe the will of the court_ 

\Vhile he lay under the lafh of fuch an arbitrary prerogative? 

For a farther account of the grievous and incredible oppref

fions of purveyors, fee the Journals of the houfe of commons_ 

vol. i. p. 190. There is a ftory of a carter, which may be 

worth mentioning on this occafion. " A carter had three 

" times been at Vv indfor with his cart to carry away; upon 

" fummons of a remove, fome part of the ftuff of her ma

'.' jefty's wardrobe; and when he had repaired thither once, 

" twice, and the third time, and that they of the wardrobe 

" had told him the third time that the remove hdd not, the 

" carter, clapping his hand on his thigh, faid, Now I fie, 

" that the 'iucen is a woman as well as my wife. Which words 

" being overheard by her majefty, who then ftood at the win

" dow, .!he faid, lYhat a cvztlain is this? and fo fent him 

'' three angels to ftop his mouth." Birch's Memoirs, vol. i. 

P· 155· 
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N p T E [FF], p. 358. 

T HIS year the nation fuffered a great lofs, by the death 
of Sir Francis Walfingham, fccretary of ftate ; a man 

equally celebrated for his ability and his integrity. He had 
paffed through many employments, had been very frugal in 
his expence, yet died fo poor, that his family was obliged to 
give hirn a private burial. He left only one daughter, firft 
married to Sir Philip Sidney, then to the earl of Effex, favour
ite of queen Elizabeth, and lafily to the earl of Clanricarde of 
Ireland. The fame year died Thomas Randolph, who had 
been em played by the queen in feveral em baffies to Scotland ; 
as did alfo the earl of W arwic, elder brother to Leicefter. 

N 0 T E [GG], p. 361. 

T HIS aetion of Sir Richard Green ville is fo fin gular, as 
to merit a mOle particular relation. He was engaged 

alone with the whole Spanifu fleet of fifty-three fail, which 
had ten thoufand men on board ; and from the time the fight 
began, which was about three in the afternoon, to the break' 
of day next morning, he repulfed the enemy fifteen times, 
though they continually fhifted their veffels, and boarded with 
freih men. In the beginning of the aCl:ion he himfelf received 
a wound; but he continued doing his duty above deck till 
eleven at night, \vhen re<;eiving a frefh wound, he was car
ried down to be dreffed. During this operation he received a 
Jhot in the head, and the furgeon was killed by his fide. 
The Englifh began now to want powder; all their fma11 arms 
were broken or become ufelefs; of this number, which were 
but a hundred and three at firft, forty were killed, and almoft 
all the reft wounded ; their mafts were beat overboard, their 
tackle cut in pieces, and nothing but a hulk left, unable to 
move one way or other. In this fituation Sir Richard pro
pofed to the fhip's company, to truft to the mercy of God, 
not to that of the Spaniards, and to deftroy the fhip with 
themfelves, rather than yield to the enemy. The mafier gun
ner, and many of the feamen, agreed to this defperate refo
lution ; but others oppofed it, and obliged Greenville to 
funende1· himfelf prifoner. He died a few days after; and 

his 
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his laft words were: " Here die I, Richard Greenville, with 

" a joyful and quiet mind ; for that I have ended-my life as 

" a true foldier ought to do, fighting for his country, ~een, 

c' religion, and honour: My foul wjllingly departing from 

f' this body, leaving behind the lafting fame of having be

'' haved as every valiant foldier is in his duty bound to do." 

The Spaniards loft in this ili:trp though unequal acrion, four 
fhips, and about a thoufand men. And Greenville's veifel 

perifhed foon after, with two hundred Spaniards in her. 

Hackluyt's Voy~ges, vol. ii. part z, p. 169. Camden, 

P· s6s. 
N 0 T E [HH], p. 385. 

I T is ufual for the fpeaker to difqualify himfelf for the 
.. office ; but the reafons employed by this fpeaker are fo 

fingular, that they may be worth tranfcribing. " My efratc," 

faid he, " is ~othing correfpondent for the maintenance of 

~' this dignity: For my father dying left me a y_punger bro

~' ther ; and nothing to me but my bare annuity. Then 

" growing to man's eftate and fome fmall pracrice of the law.,. 

" I took a wife, by whom I have had many children ; the 

!' k~eping of us all being a great impoveriihing to my eftate, 

" and the daily living of us all nothing but my daily induftry. 

" Neither from my perfon nor my nature cloth this choice 

" arife : For he that fuppljeth this place ought to be a man 

" big and comely, ftately, and well-fpoken, his voice great, 

" his carriage majeftical, his nature haughty, and his pur'fe 

" plentiful and heavy: But contrarily, the ftature of my bodJ 

. " is fmall, myfelf not fo well fpoken, my V')ice low, my ca't

" riage lawyer-like, and of the cornm'on fafhion, my nature 

" foft and bafhful, my pm-fe thin, light, and never yet plen

H tiful.-If Demojthenes, being fo learned and eloquent as 

" he was, one whom none furpaifed, trembled to fpeak before 

" Phocion at Athem; how much more ihall r, being unlearned 

'' an~ unfkilful to fupply the place of dignity, charge, and 

" trouble, to fpeak before fo many Phocions as here be? Yt!a, 

" which is the greateft, before the unfpeakable rnajefly a od 

" facred perfonage of our dread and dear fovereign : The 
'' terror of whofe countenance will appal and abafe even t'be 
" · " ftoutl:ft 
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" ftouteft hearts; yea, whofe very name will pull down th 
H greateft courage. For how mightily do the eftate and name 
'' of a prince dejeB: the haughtieft ftomach even of their 
u greateft fubjetls !" D'Ewes, p. 4 59· 

N 0 T E [Il], p. 392. 

C ABBALA, p. Z34· Birch's Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 386. 
Speed, p. 877• The whole l~tter of Eirex is fo curiou<:. 

and fo fpirited, that the reader may not be difpleafed to read 
it. " My very good lord ; Though there is not that man 
" this day living, whom I would fooner make judge of any 
" queftion that might concern me than yourfelf, yet you muil: 
" give me leave to tell you, that in fome cafes I muft appeal 
'' from all earthly judges: And if in any, thef! furely in this, 
'' when the higheil: judge on earth has impofed on me the 
" heavieft puniihment without trial or hearing. Since then I 
" muft either anfwer your lordlliip's argument, or elfe forfake 
" mine own juft defence, I will force mine aching head to do 
." me fervice for an hour. I muft firft deny my difcontent, 
" which was forced, to be an humourous difcontent; and 
" that it was unfeafonable or is of fo long continuing, your 
" lordlliip ihould rather condole with me than expoftulate : 
" Natural feafons are expeCted here below; but violent and 
" unreafonable ftorms come from above : There is no tempeft 
'' equal to the paffi~mate indignation of a prince; nor yet at 
'' any time fo unfeafonable as when it lighteth on thofe that 
" mjght expetl a harveft of their careful and painful labours. 
" He that is once wounded, muft needs feel fmar:, till his 
" hurt is cured, or the part hurt become fenfelefs: But cure 
" I expetl none, her majefty's heart being obdurate againft 
" me; and be without fenfe I cannot, being of flefh and 
" blood. But, fay you, I may aim at the end : I do more 
" than aim ; for I fee an end of all my fortunes, 1 have fet an 
" end to all my defires. In this courfe do I any thing for my 
_, enemies ? When I was at court, I found them abfolute; 
-f and, therefore, I had rather they fhould triumph alone, 
" than have me attendant upon their chariots. Or do I leave 
.. my friends ? When I was a courtier, I could yie!~ them 

'no 
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" no fruit of my love unto them ; and now, that I am a her

" mit, they !hall bear no envy for their love towards me. 

" Or do I forfake myfelf, becaufe I do enjoy myfelf? Or do 

" I overthrow my fortunes, becaufe I build not a fortune of 

" paper walls, which every puff of wind bloweth down ? Or 

" do I ruinate mine honour, becaufe I leave following the 

" purfuit, or wearing the falfe badge or mark of the lhadow 

'' of honour? Do I give courage or comfort to the foreign 

'' foe, becaufe I referve myfelf to encounter with him? Or 

'' bccaufe 1 keep my heart from bufinefs, though I cannot 

'' keep my fortune from declining? No, no, my good lord, 

" I give every one of thefe confiderations its due weight; and 

'' the more I weigh them, the more I find myfelfjuftified from 

u offending in any of them. As for the two laft objeCtions, 

'' that I torfake my country, when it hath mofi: need of me, 

" and fail in that indiffoluble duty whic}l I owe to my fove

" reign; I anfwer, that if my country had at this time any 

'' need of my public fervice, her majefiy, that governeth it, 

" would not have driven me to a private life. [ am tied to 

" my country by two bonds; one public, to difcharge care

,, fully and indufi:rioufiy that truft which L committed to me; 

" the other private, to facrifice for it my life and carcafe., 

" which hath been nourifhed in it. Of the firft I am free, 

" being difmiffed, difcharged, and difabled by her majcfiy: 

'' Of the other, nothing can ftec me but death; and therefore 

" no occaiion of my performance !hall fooner offer itfelf but I 

"!hall meet it halfway, The indiffoluble duty which I owe 

'' unto her majeil:y, is only the duty of allegiance, which I 

" never have, nor never can fail in: The duty of attendance, 

" is no indiffolublc duty. I owe her majefly the duty of an 

" earl and of lord madhal of England. I have been content 

" to do her majeHy the fervice of a clerk; but I can never 

'' ferve her as a villaia or fiave. But yet you fay I mufi give 

" way unto the time. So I do; for now that I fee the fiorm 

't come, I have put myfelf into the harbour. Semca faieth, 

" we mufi give way to Fortune: I know that Fortune is both 

" blind and frrong, and therefore I go as far as I can out of 

"her way. You fay, the remedy is not to ihivc: I neither 
'' firiv 
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cc ftri\>c nor feek for remedy. But, you fay, I mufi yield and 

" fubmit: I can neither yield myfelf to be guilty, nor allow 
~' the imputation laid upon me to be jufl:: I owe fo much to 

" the Author of all truth, as I can never yield truth to be 
" falfehood, nor falfehood to be truth. Have I given caufe, 

" you afk.; and yet take a fcandal when I have done? No: 

" I gave no caufe, not fo much as Fimbria's complaint againft 

" me; for I did totum telum corpore recipere: Receive the whole 

" fword into my body. I patiently bear all, and fenfibly feel 
" all that I then received, when this fcandal was given me. 

" Nay more, \Vhen the vileft of all indignities are done unto 

" me," &c. This noble letter, Bacon afterwards, in plead

ing againft Eifex, called bold and prefumptuous, and dero

gatory to her majeily. Birch's Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 3 88. 

N 0 T E [KK]; p. 420. 

M 0 S T of queen Elizabeth's com·tiers feigned love and 

defire towards her, and addreifed thetnfelves to her in 

the ftile of paffion and gallantry. Sir \V alter Raleigh, having 

fallen into difgrace, wrote the following letter to his friend 

Sir Robert Cecil, with a view, no doubt, of having it fuewn 

to the queen. " 1 1 y heart Has never broke till this day. 

'' that I hear the queen goes away 1o f .. r off, whom I have 

'' followed fo many years, with fo great love and defire, in 

" fo many journeys, and am now left behind her in a dark 

" prifon all alone. While ihe was yet near at hand, that I 

" might hear of her once in two or three days, my forrows 

u were the lefs ; but even now my heat t is can into the depth 

" of all mifery. J, that was wont to behold her riding like 

•' Alexander, hunting like DiaJJa, waJkit;g like Jl"enu.;, the 

'' gentle wind blowing her fair hair about her pure cheeks, 

" like a nymph, fometimes fitting in the ihade like a God

" clefs, fometimes fingir.g like an angel, fometimes playing 

~' like Orpheus; behold the farrow of hi3 world! once amif<J 

" hath bereaved me of all. 0 glory that only fhineth in 
'' misfortune, what is become of thy aifurance? All wounds 

~· have fears but that of fantafic : All affeClions their relent

" .ing but that of womanl"~nd. Who is the judge of frienu-

7 ~' fuip 
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" fhip but adverfity, or when is grace witne.fTed but in of
" fences ! There were no divinity but by reafon of com
" paffion : For revenges are brutilh and mortal. All thofe 
" times paft, the loves, the ftghs, the farrows, the defires, 
" cannot they weigh down one frail misfortune ! Cannot 
" one drop of gall be hid in fo great heaps of fweetnefs? I 
" may then conclude, Spes f5 fortuna, 'Valete. She is gone 
" in whom I trufted; and of me hath not one thought of 
" mercy, nor any refpea of that which was. Do with me 
" now therefore what you lift. I am more weary of life than 
" they are defirous I Ihould perilh ; which, if it had been for 
'' her, as it is by her, I had been too happily born.'' Mur-

.Jen, 657· It is to be remarked, that this Nymph, Venus, 
Goddefs, Angel, was then about fixty. Yet five or fix years 
after, fhe allowed the fame language to be held to her. Sir 
Henry Unton, her amba!fador in France, relates to her a 
converfation which he had with Henry IV. The monarch, 
after having introduced Unton to his miftrefs, the fair Ga
brielle, atk.ed him how he liked her. " I anfwered fparingly 
"" in her 'praife," faid the rninifter, '' and told him, that if, 
'' without offence, I might fpeak it, I had the piCture of a far 
" more excellent rniflrefs, and yet did her piCture come far 
" ihort of her perfection of beauty. As you love me, faid he, 
" !hew it me, if you have it about you. 1 made fame diffi
" culties; yet upon his importunity offered it to his view 
" very fecretly, holding it flill in my hand : ... Ie beheld it 
" with paffion and admiration, faying, that I had reafon, Je 
" me rwds, protefting, that he had never feen the like; fo, 
" with great reverence, he kiifed it twice or thr" ce, I detain
" ing it !lill in my hand. In the end, with fome kind of 
" contention, he took it from me, vowing, that I might take 
" my leave of it : For he would not forego it for any treafure: 
" And that to po!fcfs the favour of the lively pitlure, he 
'' would forfake all the world, and hold himfelf moft happy; 
" with many other m oft paffionate fpeeches.'' },furdm, p. 7 I 8. 
For farther particulars on this head, fee the inge ious author 
Q[ the Catalog'.1e of royal and n ble Authors, arti le E.fex. 
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N 0 T E [LL], p. 441. 

I T may not be amifs to fubjoin fame paffages of thefe 

fpeeches; which may ferve to give us a juft idea of the 

government of that age, and of the political principles, 

which prevailed during the reign of Elizabeth. Mr. Lau

rence Hyde propofed a bill, entituled, An act for the expla

nation of the common law in certain cafes of letters patent. 

Mr. Spicer faid, This bill may touch the prerogative-royal, 

which, as I learned the laft parliament, is fo tranfcendent, 

that the --- of the fubjea may not afpire thereunto. Far 

be it therefore from me, that the ftate and prerogative-royal 

of the prince !hould be tied by me, or by the act of any other 

fabjca. Mr. Francis Bacon faid, As to the prerogative-royal 

of the prince, for my own part, I ever allowed of it; and it 

is fuch as l hope will never be difcu1Ted. The queen, as !he 

is our fovereign, hath ~oth an enlarJing and re.!lraining 

power. For by her prerogative !he may fet at liberty things 

refirained by ftatute law or otherwife, and fccondly, by her 

prerogative fhe may rcftra-in things which be at liberty. For 

the fitft, fhe may grant a liOn cbjlante contrary to the penal 

laws.---With regard to monopolies and fuch like cafes, 

the cafe hath ever been to humble ourfc1 'CS unto h~_r majefty, 

and by petition defire to have our grievances remedied, cfpe

cially when the remedy touchetl1 her fo nigh in point of pre

rogative-! fay, and I fay it again, that we ought not to 

cleal, to judge, or meddle with her majeily·s prerogative. I 

wifh therefore every man to be careful of this bufinciS. Dr. 

Bennet faid, _He that gocth about to debate her majefty's pre-

·rogative had need to walk warily. Mr. Laurence Hyde faid, 

For the bill itfelf, I made it, and I think I' ~nderfiand it : 

And far be it from this heart cf mine to think, this tongue to 

fpeak, or this hand to write any thing either in prejudice or 

clerogation of her majefiy's prerogati\·e-royal and the fl:ate. 

--Mr. Speaker, quoth ~erjeant Harris, fer ought I fee, the 

houfe moveth to have this bill in the nature of a petition. J t 

muft then begin with more humiliation. And truly, Sir, the 

bill is good of itfelf, but the pt!nning of it is fomewhat out of 

Gourfe. Mr. Montagu faid 1 The matter is good ~nd honeft, 

ami 

• 
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and I like this manner of proceeding by bill well enough in 
this matter. The grievances are great, and I would note only 
unto you thus much, that the !aft parliament we proceeded by 
way of petition, which had no fuccefsful effeCt:. Mr. Francis 
More !aid, I know the queen's prerogative is a thing curious 
to be dealt withal; . yet all grievances are not comparable. I 
cannot utter with my tongue or conceive with my heart th~ 
great grievances that the town and country, for which I fe1Ye, 
fuffereth by: f9me of thefe monopolies. It bringeth the gencr: 1 
profit into a private hand, and the end of all this is beggary 
and bondage to the fubjeEts. We have a· law for the true and 
faithful currying of leather: There is a patent fets' all at li
berty, notwithfl:anding that fl:atute. And to what purpofe is 
it to do any thing by aa of parliament, when the queen will -
undo the fame by her prerogative? Out of the fpirjt of hu
miliation, Mr. Speaker, I do fpeak it, there is no aB: of her's 
that bath been or is more derogatory to her own majefl:y, more 
~dious to the fubjea, more dangerous to the commonwealth 
than the granting of thefe monopolies. Mr. Martin faid, I 
do fpeak for a town that grieves and pines, for a country that 
groaneth and languiiheth under the burthcn of monfirous and 
unconfcionable fubftitutes~ to the monop litans of fl:arch, tin, 

·fifh, cloth, oil, vinegar, fait, and I know not what; nay; 
what not? The principaleft commodities b0th of my town 
and country fi-re engraft into the hands of thefe biE)od-fuckers 
of the commonwealth. lf a body, l\1r. Speaker, being let 
blood, be left itilllanguifhing without any remedy, how can 
the good eftate of that body Hill remain r Such is the fiate of 
my town and country; the traffic is taken away, the inward 
and private commodities are taken away, and dare not be 
ufcd without the licence of thefe monopolitans. If thefe 
blood-fuckers be ftill let alone to fuck up the befi and pri.r.ci
palefr commodities, v,rhich the earth there hath gi"·en u8, 

what will become of us, from whom the fruits of our own foil 
and the commodities of our own labour, which with the fwe:;t 
<>four brows, even up to the knees in mire and dirt, we ha\'e 
laboured for, ihall be taken by warrant of fuprcme authority, 
which the poor fubject dar~ not gain fay r Mr. George 1\~oore 

VoL. V. :M m f; i:l, 

• 
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{aid, We know the power of her majefi:y cannot be refi:rained 

by any aCt; why therefore lliould we thus talk? Admit we 

Should mak.e this ftatute with a tJOn o!Jjla11te; yet the queen 

may grant a patent with a 11011 chjlante, to crofs this non o6-

,lmtte. I think therefore it agreeth more with the gravity and 

wifdom· of this houfe to proceed with all humblenefs by peti

tion than hill. Mr. Downland faid, As I would be no let or 

over-vehement in any thing, fo I am not fottilh or fenfelefs of 

the common grievance of the commonwealth. If we proceed 

by way of petition, we can have no more gracious anfwer, 

than we had the laft parliament to our petitio·n. :But fince that 

parliament, we have no reformation. Sir Robert Wroth faid, 

I fpeak, and I fpeak it boldly, thefe patentees are worfe than 

ever they were. Mr. Hayward Townfend propofed, that 

they filould make fuit to her majeil:y, not only to repeal all 

monopolies grievous to the fuhjea, but alfo that it would 

pleafe her majefty to give the parliament leave to make an 

aa, that they might be of no more force, validity, or effea, 

than they are at the common law, without the ftrength of her 

prerogative. Which though we might now do, and the act 

being fo rea!<mable, we might affure ourfelves her majefty 

would not delay the paffing thereof, yet we, her loving fuh

jefls, &c, would not offer without her privity and confent (th<: 

Cflufe fo nearly touching her prerogative) or go about to do 

any fuch aft. 
ON a fubfequent day, the bill againft monopolies was again 

introduced, and Mr. Spicer faid, It is to no purpofe to offer 

to tie her majefty's hands by aa of parliament, when fhe may 

loofen herfelf at her pleafure. Mr. Davies faid, God hath 

&iven that power to abfolute princes, which he attributes tQ 

himfelf. Dixi quod Dii ejiis. (N. B. This axiom he applies 

to the kings of England.) Mr. fecretary Cecil faid, I am fer

vant to the qoeen, and before I would fpeak and give confent 

to a cafe that fhould debafe her prerogative, or abridge it, I 

would wifu that my tongue were cut out of my head. I alll 

fure there were law-makers before there were laws: (Mean

ing, I fuppofe, that the fovereign was above the laws.) One 

~entleman went ~bout to poffefs us, with the execu,ion cf the 
liW 
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law in an ancient record of 5 or 7 of Edward the third. Likely 

enough to be true in that time, when the king was afraid of 

the fubjea. If you fiand upon law, and difpute of the pre

rogative, hark ye what Bratl:on fays, Prterogati·<Hml nojlrmn 

mmo audeat dijp~tare. And for my own part, I like not thefe 

co.urfes fuould be taken. And you, Mr. Speaker, fhould per

form the charge her majefiy gave unto you, in the beginning 

of this parliament, not to receive bills of this nature: For her 

majefty's ears be open to all grievances, and her hands frretch. 

ed out to every man's petitions.--When the prince difpenfes 

with a penal law, that is left to the alteration of fovereignty 
7 

that is good and irrevocable. Mr. Montague faid, I am loth 

to fpeak what I know, left, perhaps, I fhould difpleafe. The 

prerogative-royal is that which is now in queftion, and which 

the laws of the land have ever allowed and maintained. Let 

~s therefore apply by petition to her majefty. 

AFTER the fpeaker told the houfe that the queen had annul

led many of the patents, Mr. Francis More faid, I muft confefs. 

Mr. Speaker, I moved the houfe both the laft parliament and 

this, touching this point; but I never meant (and I hope the 

houfe thinketh fo) to fet limits and bounds to the prerogative 

royal. He proceeds to move, that thanks lhou1d be given to 

her majefty; and alfo, that whereas divers fpeeches have been 

moved extravagantly in the houfe, which doubtlefs have been 

told her majefty, and perhaps ill conceived of by her, Mr. 

Speaker would apologize, and humbly crave pardon for the 

fame. N. B. Thefe extracts were taken by Townfend, a 

member of the houfe, who was no courtier; and the extrava

gance of the fpeeches feems rather to be on the other fide: It 

will certainly appear ftrange to us, that this liberty fhould be 

thought extravagant. However, the queen, notwithftanding 

her cajoling the houfe, was fo ill fatisfied with thefe proceed

ings, that fhe fpoke of them pecvifhly in her concluding 

fpeech, and told them, that fhe perceived that private refpetls 

with them were .Privat~y mafqued under public prefence. 

D'Ewes, p. 619. 
THERE were fome other topics, in favour of prerogative, fiill 

mor~ extravagant, advanced in the houfe this parliament. 

Mm~ When 

53l 
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\vhen the queilion of the fubfidy was before them, Mr. Ser

jeant Heyle faid, Mr. Speaker, I marvel much, that the houfe 

fuould ftand upon granting of a fubfidy or the time of pay· 

rnent, when all we have is her majefty's, and fue may lawfully 

at her pleafure take it from us : Yea, ilie hath as much right 

to all our lands and goods as to any revenue of her crown. 

J, t which all the houfe hemmed, and laughctd, and talked. 

Well, quoth ferjeant Heyle, all your hemming 1hall not put 

rne out of countenance. So Mr. Speaker ftood up and faid, 

his a great diforder, that this houfe 1hould be ufed.--So 

the faid fcrjeant proceeded, and when he had fpoken a little 

while, the houfe hemmed again; and fo he fat down. In his 

latter fpeech, he faid, he could prove his former pofition by 

precedents in the time of Henry the third, king John, king 

Stephen, · &c. w hi eh was the occafion of their hemming. 

D'Ewes, p. 633· It is obfervable, that Heyle was an emi

.l'lent lawyer, a man of charaaer. Winwood, vol. i. p. 290. 

And though the houfe in generalfhewed their difapprobation, 

no one cared to take him down, or oppofe thefe rnonftrous 

pofitions. It was alfo afferted this feffion, that in the fame 

manner as the Roman conful was poffeffed of the power of re· 

je\.'l:ing or admitting motions in the fenate, the fpeaker might 

either admit or rejeEt bills in the houfe. D'Ewes, p. 677• 

'fhe houfe declared themfelves againft this opinion; but the 

very propofal of it is a proof at what a low ebb liberty was at 

that time in England. 

IN the year 1 59', the judges made a folemn decree, that 

England was an abfolute empire, of which the king was the 

head. 1 n confeq uence of this opinion, they determined, that 

even if the aft of the firH: of Elizabeth had never been made, 

the king was fupreme head of the church; and might have 

erected, by his prerogative, fuch a court as the ecclefiaftical 

cornmifiion: For that he was the head of all his fubjeB:s. Now 

that court was plainly arbitrary : The inference is, that his 

power was equally abfolute over the laity. Se~ Coke's Re

ports, p. 5· Caudrey's cafe. 
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N 0 T E [MM], p. 471. wE have remarked before that Harrifon, in book ii. 
chap. 1 1. fays, that in the reign of Henry VIII. there 

were hanged feventy-two thoufand thieves and rogues ( bfjidu 
tJther malifatlors); this makes about two thoufand a year : 

But in queen Elizabeth's time, the fame author fays, there 

were only between three and four hundre~ a year hanged for 
theft and robbery: So much had the times mended. But in 

our age, there are not forty a year hanged for thofe crimes i• 
all England. Yet Harrifon corn plains of the relaxation of the 

laws, that there were fo few fuch rogues punifhed in his time. 

Our vulgar prepolfeffion, in favour of the morals of former 
and rude ages, is very abfurd, and ill-grounded. The fame 

author fays, chap. I o. that there were computed to be I o,ooo 
gipfies in England; a fpecies of banditti, introduced about 

the reign of Henry VIII.; and he adds, that there will be no 

way of extirpating them, by the ordinary courfe of jufiice: 
The queen mull: employ martial law againft them. 1hat rac= 
has now almoft totally difappeared in England and even in 

Scotland, where there were fome remains of them a few yeara 

ago. However at·bitrary the exercife of martial law, in the 
crown, it appears, that no body in the age of Elizabeth enter· 

tained any jealoufy of ir. 

N 0 T E [NN], p. 48o. 

liAR R 1 sol'\, in his DifcriptiC'n of Britain, printul in 1_577, 
has thefollocz()ing pqffage, chap. IJ· Certes there 1s no 

prince in Europe that bath a more beautiful fort of !hips than 

the queen's majefty of England at this prefent; and thofe ge

nerally are of fuch exceeding force, tha~ two of them being 
well appointed and furnifhed as they ought, will not let to 
encounter with 'three or four of them of other countries, and 
either bowge them or put them to flight, if they may not 
bring them home.--The queen's highnefs bath at this pre
fent already made and furnifhcd to the number of one and 
twenty great fhips, which lie for the moll partinG illingham 

rode. Befide thefe, her grace hath other in hand alfo, of 
8 whom 
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whom hereafter as their turns do come about, I will not Jet t() 
lea\·e fome farther remembi·ance. She hath likewife three 
.notable gallies, the Speedwell, the Tryeright, and the Black 
Galley, with the fight whereof, and the reft of the navy
royal, it is incredible to fay how marvelloufiy her grace is de
lighted; and not without great caufe, fith by their means her 
coafts are kept in quiet, and fundry foreign enemies put back, 
which otherwife would invade us. .After .fplaking of the mer
~ha~zt }hips, which he Jays, are common!J tjlimated at 17 or 18 
hundred, he continues. I add, therefore, to the end all men 
lhould underftand fomewhat of the great ma.lfes oftrea.fore, daily 
employed upon our navy, how there are few of thofe fhips of 
the firft and fecond fort, (that is of the merchant fhips), that 
being apparelled and made ready to fail, are not worth one 
thoufand pounds or three thoufand duckats at the leaft, if 
they fhould prefently be fold. What fhall we then think of 
the navy-royal, of which fame one veffel is worth two of the 
other, as the fhipwright ha's often told me.--Jt is pofiible 
that fame covetous perfon, hearing this report, will either not 
credit at all, or fuppofe money fo employed to be nothing 
profitable to the queen's coffers; as a good hufband faid once 
when he heard that provifions !hould be made for armour, 
wi!hing the queen's money to be rather laid out to fome fpee
dier return of gain unto her grace: But if he wifl: that the 
good-keeping of the fea is the fafeguard of our land, he would 
alter his cenfure, and foon give over his judgement. Speakinz 
if the forefls, this author Jays, An infinite deal of wood hath 
been deftroyed within thefe few years, and I dare affirm, that, 
if wood do go fo faft to decay in the next hundred years of 
grace, as they have done, or are like to do in this, it is to be 
feared, that fea-coal will be good merchandize even in the city 
of London. Harrifon's prophecy was fulfilled in a very few 
years : For about 161 ;, there were zoo fail employed in car• 
tying coal to London. Se.: Anderfon, vol. i. p. 49~· 
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N 0 T E [00], p. 487. 

LIFE of Burleigh publiihed by Col1ins, p. 44· The au-

thor hints, that this quantity of plat'! was confidered 

only as fmall in a man of Burleigh's rank. His words are, 

his plate was not aborve fourteen or fifteen thoufonr./ pounds: That 

he means pounds weight is evident. ·For, by Burlei'gh's will, 

which is annexed to his life, that nobleman gives away in le

gacies, to friends and re1ations, near four thoufand pounds 

weight, which would have been above twelve thoufand pounds 

frerling in value. The remainder he orders to be divided into 

two equal portions ; the half to his eldeft fon and heir; the 

other half to be divided equally among his fecond fon and 

three daughters. Were we therefore to underftand the whole 

value of his plate to be only 14 or 1 ),ooo pounds fteJling, he 

left not the tenth of it to the heir of his family. 

N 0 T E [PP], p. 487. 

HA R R 1 s-oN fays, " the greateH: part of our building in the 

'' cities and good towns of England confifteth only of 

" timber, caft over with thick clay to keep out the wind. 

" Certes, this rude kind of building made the Spaniards in 

"' queen Mary's days to wonder; but chiefly when they faw 

q that large diet was ufed in many of thefe fo homely cottages, 

" infomuch that one of no fmall reputation amongft them, 

" faid, after this manner; Thefe Engli!h, quoth he, have 

" their houfes made of flicks and dirt, but they fare commonly 

" fo well as the king. Whereby it appeareth, that he liked 

" l;>etter of our good fare in fuch coarfe cabins, than of their 

" own thin diet in their princely habitations and palaces. 

~' The clay with which our houfes are commonly impannelled 

" is either white, red, or blue." Book: ii. chap. I z. The 

author adds, that the new houfes of the nobility are commonly 

of brick or ftone, and that glafs~windows were beginning to be 

ufrd in Englan~. 1 
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N 0 T E [ Q.QJ, P· 490. 

T HE following are the words of Roger Afcham, the 
queen's preceptor. " It is your fuame (I fpeak to you 

"all, you young gentlemen of England), that one maid 
"fuould go beyond ye all in excellency oflearning and know· 
" ledge of divers tongues. Point out fix of the beft given 
" gentlemen of this court. and all they together fuow not fo 
" much good will, fpend not fo much time, beftow not fo 
"many hours daily, orderly, and conftantly, for the encreafe 
11 of learning and knowledge as doth the queen's majefty 
" herfelf. Yea I believe, that, befides her perfetl: readinefs 
" in Latin, Italian, French, and Spanifh, fue readeth here 
"now at Windfor more Greek every day, than fame preben• 
" dary of this church doth Latin in a whole week.-Arnongft 
"all the benefits which God hath bleffed me withal, next the 
'' knowledge ofChrift's true religion, I count this the greatefr, 
'' that it pleafed God to call me to be one poor minifter in fet
'' ting forward thefe excellent gifts of learning," &c. Page 
242. Truly, fays Harrifon, it is a rare thing with us now to 
heu of a courtier which hath but his own language; and to 
faJ how many gentlewomen and ladies there are that, befides 
fomd knowledge of the Greek and Latin tongues, are thereto 
nolefs !k.ilful in the Spaniih, Italian, and French, or in fame 
()re of them, it refieth not in me, fith I am perfuaded, that as 
tht noblemen and gentlemen do furmount, in this behalf, fo 
thtfe come little or nothing at all behind them, for their parts; 
wlich induftry God continue.--The !hanger, that entereth 
in the court of England upon the fudden, ihall rather imagine 
hinfelf to come into fome public fchool of the univerfity, 
wf.ere many give ear to one that readeth unto them, than into 
a :>rince's palace, if you confer thus with thofe of other na
tioos. Defcription of Britain, ·book H. chap. 1). By this 
:account, the court had profited by the example of the queen: 
Tle fober way of life pratlifed by the ladies of Elizabeth's 
t:otrt appears from the fame author. Reading, fpinning, and 

mile-work occupied die elder; mufic the younger. ld. ibid, 
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