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g Introduétion Fames’s firf} tranfaltions State
y ; it £ -
’ of Euraope Rofui’s megotiations—— Raleigh’s
fl ’
: confpiracy Hampton-court conference —— A
Parliament —— Peace with Spain.
i HE crown of England was never tranfmitted from ¢ ¢ 4 p,
: father to fon with greater tranquillity, than it XLV.
- ~ . . 5
/ pafled from the family of T'udor to that of Stuart. 1603.

During the whole reign of Elizabeth, the eyes of men

' g had been employed in fearch of her fucceflor ; and when
s old age made the profpect of her death more immediate,
] there appeared none but the king of Scots, who could
i advance any juft claim or pretenfion to the throne. He
i was the great-grandfon of Margaret, eldeft daughter of
b Henry VII. and, on the failure of all the male-line, his

hereditary right remained unqueftionable. If the religion
He Vor. VI, B of




HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN

.of Mary queen of Scots, and the other prejudices con-

tracted "vam Jer, had formed any conii {iderable obftacle
to her furCcﬂ'mj thefe objections; being entirely per<
fonal, had no place with regar rd to her fon. Men alfo
confidered, tha; though the title, derived from blood,
had been frequently womted fince the Norman conqueft,
fuch licences tad proceeded more from force or intrigue,
than from any deliberate maxims of government. The
lineal heir had flill in the end pr(_:‘;;n]cg; and both his
exclufion and reftoration had been commonly attended

with fuch conulfions, as were fufficient to warn all pru-

dent men not lightly. to oive way to fuch if'rC'ruln.ritics.
e 5 y
If the will of Henry V III. autl

ed by a&t of parlia-
ment, had t'*ci:‘hy excluded the Scottifh line; the tyranny
and caprices o that Tmona irch had beén fo fignal, that a
fettlement of tis nature, unfupported by any juft reafon,
had no authority with.the people. Queen Elizabeth too,

) S 12

with her dyirg breath, had recognized the undoubted
title of her kiafman Jamess and the vhole nation feemed
to difpofe thenfelves with joy and pleafure for his recep-

tion. Though born -and ‘educated amidlt a foreign and

hoftile people; men hoped, from his character of modcm—

tion and wifdom, that he would embrace the maxi ims of

1€ MaAil

r:{ulting fm“m n union with TL Lmd than
dii';ul\.-zu\t.xgcs from fubmitting to a pr rince of that nation.

1at

an lm. {h monarch; and the prudent fore faw greater

The alacrity, with which the Englith looked */)'vsxds the
(uccchor, hnc appeared fo-ev Ydr“)t‘ to Elizabeth, that con-

curring withother caufes, it affe¢ th

ted her with the deepeft
mr:lnncnolv ; and that wife przncvt_l‘, whofe penetration

and experierce had given her he g

he greateft infig
¢

atef oht into
human :m'\‘rs, had not yet {ufh

ciently weighed the ingra-
titude of courtiers, and levity of the j uml\

As victorr abroad, “hd tranquillity rat hom , had at-
tended this queen, ﬁ e left the n

N3

=

in fuch ﬂom’rﬂiing

S T vt e
CIrcumitances,

offces
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i
except that of comparifon with her illuftrious nane, when )

gircumitances, that her fucceffor poflefled eve

he mounted the throne of England. The king's journey gec;.r
< Firft trani-

from Edinburgh to London immediately afforced to theaai

ns ot
inquifitive fome circumftances of comparifon, which even i® reigne
the natural partiality in favour of their new [overeign,
could not interpret to his advantage. As he pafed along,
all ranks of men flocked about him, from every quarter 3
allured by intereft or curiofity. Great were the ijoicings,
and loud and hearty the acclamations which refounded
from all fides; and every one could remember how the
affability and popular manners of their queen difplayed
themfelves, amidft fuch concourfe and exultaton of her
ubjefts. But James, though fociable and familiar with
his friends and courtiers, hated the buftle of a nixt mul-

"‘ﬁ

titude ; and though far from difliking flattery, vet was he
ftill fonder of tranquillity and eafe. He iffued therefore
a proclamation, forbidding this refort of people, on pre-
tence of the fcarcity of provifions, and other inconve-
niencies, which, he faid, would neceflarily attead it =
HE was not, however, infenfible to the greit flow of
affeGtion, which appeared in his new fubjets ; and being
himfelf of an affeftionate temper, he feems to have be
in hafte to make them fome return of kindnefsand good
offices. 'To this motive, probably, we are to acribe that
profufion of titles, which was obferved in the >eginning
of his reign ; when in fix weeks time, after his entrance
into the kingdom, he is computed to have beftowed
knighthood on no lefs than 237 perfons. If Elizabeth’s
frugality of honours, as well as of money, had formerly
been repined at, it began now to be valued and efteemed :
And every one was | cuﬁl le, that the king, by his lavifh
and premature conferring of favours, had failtd of ob-
liging the perfons, on whom he beftowed them, Titles

a Kennet, p. €62,

B of
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of all kinds became fo common, that they were fcarcely
marks of diftinGion; and being diftributed, without
choice or deliberation, to perfons, unknown to the prince,
were regarded more as the proofs of facility and good-
nature, thar of any de termined friendfhip or efteem.
A pafquinade was affixed to St. Paul’s, in which an
art was promifed to be taught, very neceflary to affift frail
fnemories, in retaining the names of the new nobility ®.
WE may prefume, that the ]tn,vhm would have thrown

s facil

lefs blame on the ki eftowing favours, had

thefe been confined &nti c;!y to their own nation, and had

not been fhared out, in too uncqual proportions, to his

old fubje&s.  James, who, through his whole reign, was
more guided by temper and inclination than by the rules

of political prudence, had brought with him great num-

bers of his Scotch courtiers ; whofe impatience and im-
portunity were apt, in many particulars, to impofe on
the eafy nature of their m after, and extort favours, of
which, it is natural toimagine, his Englith fubjects would
loudly complain. The duke of Lenox, the earl of Marre,
Iord Hume, lord Kinlofs, Sir George Hume, fecretary

tIphinftone ¢, were imm rediately added to the Englith
privy council. Sir George Hume, whom he created earl

Dunbar,

nobleman lived ; and was one of the wifeft and moft vir-

Pl

his declared favourite ‘as long as that

tuous, though the leaft powerful, of all thofe whom the
king ever honoured with that diftin&tion. Hay, fome
Vifcount Doncafter, then Earl of
Carlifle, and got an immenfe fortune from the crown ;
all of which he fpent in a {plendid and courtly manner.
Ramfay obtained the title of Earl of Holdernefs; and
many others, being raifed, on a {udden, to the higheﬁ
elevation, encreafed, by their infolence, that envy; which

time after, was created

naturally attended them, as enemies and ftrangers.

b Wilfon, in Kennet, p.663. < Ibid. p, 663,

=




It muft, however, be owned, in juftice to James,
that he left almoft all the chief offices in the hands of
Elizabeth’s minifters, and trufted the conduét of political
concerns, both foreign and domeftic, to his Englith fub-
jects.  Among thefe, fecretary Cecil, created fucceflively
Lord Effindon, Vifcount Cranborne, and Earl of Salif-
bury, was always regarded as his prime minifter and chief
counfellor. ‘Though the capacity and penetration of this
minifter were fufficienty known, his favour with the king
created furprize on the acceffion of that monarch. = Cecil
was fon of the famous Burleigh, whofe merits towards
his fovereign and his country were great, but whofe name
was naturally odious to James ; as the declared enemy of
his mother, and the chief caufe of her tragical death, by
fome efteemed the great ftain in the bright annals of Eli-
zabeth. He himfelf, as well as his father, had ftood at
the head of the court faftion, which oppofed the great-
nefs of the earl of Effex, and which, aflifted by the
imprudence or rather frenzy of that favourite, at laft
brought him to the fcaffold. The people, by whom the
earl was much beloved, refented the conduét of his ene~
mies; but James ftill more, who had maintained a f{ecret

correfpondence with Effex, and regarded him as a zeal-

ous partizan for the fucceffion in the houfe of Stuart. Sir
Walter Raleigh, lord Grey, lord Cobham, Cecil’s affo-
ciates, felt immediately the effelts of thefe prejudices of
their mafter, and were difmifled from their employments?:
But Cecil, who poflefled all the art and cunning of a
courtier, as well as many of the talents of a ftatefman,

had found the means, as above related, of making his peace

with James; and, unknown both to Elizabeth and all the
other minifters, had entered into a fecret commerce with
the fucceffor, during the later years of the queen’s admi-
niftration.

é Kennet, p, €61,

B g3 THE

5

CHA P.

XLV.
L
1603,




6

HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN.

C H A P. 'THE capacity of James and his minifters in negocia-

XLV.
——
1603.

State of
Europe,

tion was immediately put to trial, on the appearance
of ambaffadors from almoft all the princes and ftates of
Europe, in order to congratulate the king on his accef-
fion, and to form with him new treaties and alliances,
Befide minifters from Venice, Denmark, the Palatinate;
Henry Frederic of Naffau, affifted by Barnevelt the Pen-
fionary of Holland, repre ented the ftates of the United
Provix‘tces. Arembero was fent by Archduke Albert; and

or
o

Taxis was expe@ed in a little time from Spain. But he
1§ iy

who moft excited the attention of the public, both on
account of his own merit and that of his mafter, was the
marquefs of Rofni, after wards duke of Sully, prime mini-
fter and favourite of Henry IV. of France.

WaEeN the dominions of the houfe of Auftria devolved
on Philip 11, all Europe was firuck with terror ; left the
power of a family, which hadsbeen raifed by fortune,
fhould now be carried to an immeafurable height, by the
wifdom and condué& of this monarch, 'But never were
apprehenfions found in the event to be more groundlefs,
Slow without prudence, ambitious without enterprize,
falfe without deceiving any body, and refined without any
true judgment; fuch was the character of Philip, and
fuch the chara&er, which, during his life-time and after
his death, he impreffed on the Spanifh councils. Re-
volted or depopulated provinces, difcontented or indolent
inhabitants, were the fpectacles, which thofe dominions,
lying in every climate of the globe, prefented to Philip
I11. a weak prince, and to the duke of Lerma, a minifter,
weak dnd odious. But though military difcipline, which
ftill remained, was what alone gave fome appearance of
life and vigour to that languithing body; yet fo great
was the terror, produced by former power and ambition,
that the redu&tion of the houfe of Auftria was the obje&
of men’s vows, throughout all the ftates of Chiiftendom,

It

of it
Perh
prOpe
jun&
1ort
pion
that
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Tt was not perceived, that the Fre 1ch empire, now unitedin fjuﬁ P,

domeftic peace, and governed by the moft heroic and moft o —~u
amiable prince, that adorns modern ftory, was become, 1603,
of itfelf, a fufficient counterpoife to the Spanifh greatnefs.
Perhaps, that prince him{elf did not perceive it, when he Rofni’s ne-
propofed, by his minifter, a league with James, in con- S
junétion with Venice, the United Provinces, and the
northern crowns ; in order to attack the Auftrian domi-
nions on every fide, and deprefs the exorbitant power of
that ambitious family ¢. But the genius of the Englifh
monarch was not equal to {uch vaft enterprizes. ©he
love of peace was his ruling paffion ; and it was his pecu-
Jiar felicity, that the conjunétures of the times rendered
the fame object, which was agreeable to him, in the
higheft degree advantageous to his people.

Tue French ambaflador, therefore, was obliged to
depart from thefe extenfive views, and to concert with
James the means of providing for the fafety of the United
Provinces: Nor was this objett altogether without its
difficulties. The king, before his acceflion to the throne
of England, had entertained fcruples with regard to the
revolt of the Low Countries ; and being always open and
fincere f, except when deliberately refolved to diffemble,
he had on many occafions, gone fo far as to give to the
Dutch the denomination of rebels ?: But having con-
verfed more fully with Englith minifters and courtiers,
he found their attachment to that republic fo {trong, and
their opinion of common iatereft fo eftablifhed, that he
was obliged to facrifice to polities his fenfe of juftice; a
quality, which, even when erroneous, is refpectable as
well as rare in a monarch. He therefore agreed with
Rofni to fupport fecretly the ftates-general, in concert
with the king of France; left their weaknefs and defpair

e Sully’s Memoirs, f La Boderie, vol. is p. 3200
8 Winwood, vol, il p. §5¢

B 4 {Lou'd
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P. fhould oblige them to fubmit to their old mafter. "The

t ", articles of the treaty were few and fimple. It was flipu-

3603

Raleigh’s

eonfpiracy,

lated, that the two kings thould allow the Dutch to levy
forces both in France and Britain j and fhould under-
hand remit to that republic the fum of 1,400,000 livres
a-year for the pay of thefe forces : That the whole fum
thould be advanced by the king of France; but that the
third of it thould be dedued from the debt due by him
to queen Elizabeth. And if the Spaniard attacked either
of the princes, they agreed to affift each other; Henry
with- a force of ten thoufand men, James with that of
fix. This treaty, one of the wifcft and moft equitable
concluded by James, during the whole courfe of his
reign, was more the work of the prince himfelf, than
any of his minifters ».

AmipsT the great tranquillity, both foreign and do-
meftic, with which the nation was bleft, nothing could
be more furprifing than the difcovery of a confpiracy to
fubvert the government, and to fix on the throne of
England Arabella Stuart, a near relation of the king’s,
and defcended equally from Henry VII. Every thing
remains ftill myfterious in this confpiracy ; and ‘hiftory
can give us no clue to unravel it.  Watfon and Clarke,
two catholic priefts,” were accufed of the plot: Lord
Grey, a puritan : Lord Cobham, a thoughtlefs man, of
no fixt principle : And Sir Walter Raleigh, fufpeéted to
be of that philofophical fect, who were then extremely
rare'in England, and who have fince received the appel-
lation of free-thinkers. Together with thefe, Mr. Broke,
brother to lord Cobham, Sir Grifin Markham, Mr.
Copeley, Sir Edward Parham, What cement could
unite men of {uch difcordant principles in fo dangerous
a combination ; what end they propofed, or what means
proportioned to an undertaking of this nature, has never

b Sully’s Memoirs,

y(.‘t
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yet been explained, and cannot eafily be imagined. AsC H A P
Raleigh, Grey, and Cobbam were commonly believed, N~
after the queen’s death, to have oppofed proclaiming the 1603
king, till conditions fhould be made with him ; they
were, upon that, as well as other accounts, extremely
obnoxious to the court and miniftry ; and people were
apt, at firft, to fufpect, that the plot was merely a con-
trivance of fecretary Cecil, to get rid of his old confe-
derates, now become his moft inveterate enemies. But
the confefion, as well as trial of the criminals, put
the matter beyond doubt!. And though no one could find
any marks of a concerted enterprize, it appeared, that
men of furious and ambitious {pirits, meeting frequently
together, and believing all the world difcontented like
themfelves, had entertained very criminal projeéts, and
had even entered, fome of them at leaft, into a corref-
pondence with Aremberg, the Flemifth ambaflador, in
order to give difturbance to the new fettlement,
THE two priefts * and Broke ! were executed : Cob-
ham, Grey, and Markham were pardoned ™, after_they
had laid their heads upon the block ».  Raleigh too was
reprieved, not pardoned ; and he remained in confine-
ment many years afterwards.
| It appears from Sully’s Memoirs, that Raleigh fecretly
offered his fervices to the French ambaffador ; and we
may thence prefume, that, meeting with a repulfe from
that quarter, he had recourfe, for the fame unwarrantable
| purpofes, to the Flemifh minifter. ~ Such a conjeture
we are now enabled to form ; but it muft be confefled,
that, on his trial, there appeared no proof of this tranf-

a&ion, nor indeed any circumftance which could juftify

his condemnation. He was accufed by Cobham alone,

i State Trials, p. 180, 2d edit. Winwood, vol. ii. p. 8, 11, k No-
e vember 29. ! December g m December ge a Winwood,
vol, ii, p, 11,

in
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in a fudden fit of paflion, upon hearing, that Raleigh,
when examined, had poiated out fome circumftances, by
which Cobham’s guilt might be known and afcertained.
This accufation Cobham afterwards retracted ; and foon
after, he retracted his retratation. Yet upon the written
evidence of this fingle witnefs, a man of no honour or
underftanding, and fo contraditory in his teftimony ;
not confronted with Raleigh ; not fupported by any con-
curring circumftance ; was that great man, contrary to
all law and equity, found guilty by the jury. His name
was at that time extremely odious in England ; and every
man was pleafed to give fentence againit the capital ene-
my of Effex, the favourite of the people.

Sir Edward Coke, the famous lawyer, then attorney-
general, managed the caufe for the crown, and threw
out on Raleigh fuch grofs abufe, as may be deemed a
great reflection, not only on his own memory, but even,
in fome dégree, on the manners of that age.  Traitor,
montfter, “viper,*and fpider of hell, are the terms, which
he employs “againft one of the mofb illuftrious men of
the kingdom, swho was under trial for life and fortune,
and who defended himfelf with temper, eloquence and
courage °.

* THE next occupation of the king was entirely accord-

ing to his heart’s content. He was now employed, in
di&ating magifterially to an aflembly of divines toncern-
ing points of faith and difcipline, and in receiving the
applaufes of thefe holy men for his fuperior zeal and
learning. The religious difputes between the church
and the puritans had induced him to call a conference at
Hampton-court, on pretence of finding expedients, which
might reconcile both parties.

® State Trials, 1ft edit, p. ¥76, 177, 182,
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TaoucH the feverities of Elizabeth towards the ca-C H A P,

4 XLV.
tholics had much weakened that party, whofe genius we— ~wd
1604e

was averfe to the prevailing fpirit of the nation ; like fe-
verities had had fo little influence on the puritans, who
were encouraged b) that {pirit, that no lefs than feven
hundred and fifty clergymen of that party figned a peti-
tion to.the king on his ac effion ; and many more feem ed
willing to adhere to it 7. They all hoped, that James,
having received his education in Scotland, and having
ever profefled an attachment to the church eftablifhed
there, would at leaft abate the rigour of the laws enafted
againit puritans ; if he did not {how them more particu-
lar grace and encouragement. But the king’s difpofition
had taken ftrongly a contrary biafs. Theé morehe knew
" the puritanical Llcrf;y, the lefs favour he bore to them.
: He had remarked in their Scottifh brethren a violent turn
) towards republicanifm, and a zealous attachment to civil
y liberty ; principles nearly allied t6 that religious ent hu-
| fiafm, with which they were a&uated.. He had found,
i that being moftly perfons of low birth and mean educa-
b tion, the fame lofty pre etenfions, which attended them in
i their familiar audrc‘ﬂ; to their Maker, of whom they

believed themfelves the peculiar fav our{t s, induced them

to ufe the utmoft freedoms with their earthly fovereign.
4 In both capacities, of monarch and of theologian, ‘he
i had experienced the little complaifance, which they were
difpofed to fhow himg whilft they controuled his com-

mands, difputed his tenets, and to his face, before the

whole people, cenfured his con dué and behaviour. 1f he

had fubmitted to the indignity of courting their favour
b ) \ 3 b

he treafured up, on that account, the ftronger reient-

ment againft them, and was determined to make them feel,
in their turn, the weight of his authority. Though he
had often met with refiftance and faCtion and obftinacy

? Fuller, bodk 10, Collicr, wol. ii, p. 672
it in
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V\r\- order ; or rather fhowed them favour and kindnefs in
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England, beyond what reafon and found policy could
well juftify : But the afcendant, which the prefbyterian
clergy had aflumed over him, was what his monarchical
pride could never thoroughly digeft 9.

HEe dreaded likewife' the popularity, which attended
this order of men in both kingdoms. As ufelefs aufte-
rities and felf-denial are imagined, in many religions, to
render us acceptable to a benevolent Being, who created
us folely for happinefs, James remarked, that the ruftic
feverity of thefe clergymen and of their whole fect had
given them, inthe eyes of the multitude, the appearance
of fanétity and virtue. Strongly inclined himfelf to
mirth and wine and fports of all kinds, he apprehended
their cenfure for his manner of life, free and difengaged.
And, being thus averfe, from temper as well as policy,
to the {ect of puritans, he was refolved, if poflible, to
prevent its further growth in England.

BurT it was the character of James’s councils, through-
out his whole reign, that they were more wife and equit-
able, in their end, than prudent and political, in the
means. - Though juftly fenfible, that no part of civil ad-
miniftration required greater care or a nicer judgment
than the condut of religious parties ; he had not per-
ceived, that, in the fame proportion as this pracical
knowlege of theology is requ{ﬁtc, the fpeculative refine-
ments in it are mean, and even dangerous in a monarch.
By entering zealoufly into frivolous difputes, James gave
them an air of importance and dignity, which they could

9 James ventured to fay in his Bafilicon Doron, publifhed while he was
in Scotland : ¢ I proteft before the great God, and fince I am here 2s upon
my Teftament, it is no place for me to lie in, that ye fhall never ind with
any Highland or Borderer Thieves, greater ingratitude and more lies and vile
perjuries, than with thefe fanatic fpirits: And fuffer not the principal of
them to brook yourland,” K, Yames’s Werks, p, 161,
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iot otherwife have acquired ; and being himfelf inlifted C )": é P,
in the quarrel, he could no longer have recourfe to CON= (o —ud
tempt and ridicule, the only proper method of appeafing 1604
it.  The church of England had not yet abandoned the
rigid doltrines of grace and predeftination : The puri-
tans had not yet totally feparated themfelves from the
church, nor openly renounced epifcopacy. Though the
fpirit of the parties was confiderably different, the only
appearing fubjets of difpute were concerning the crofs
in baptifm, the ring in marriage, the ufe of the furplice,
and the bowing at the name of Jefus. Thefe were the Conference
. . . s s s at Hamp-
mighty queftions, which were folemnly agitated in the yo,.cour,
conference at Hampton-court between fome bithops and
dignified clergymen on the one hand, and fome leaders of
the puritan party on the other; the king and his minifters
being prefent *.
THE puritans were here fo unreafonable as to complain  4th Jaas
of a partial and unfair management of the difpute ; as if
the fearch after truth were in any degree the object of
fuch conferences, and a candid indifference, fo rare even
among private inquirers in philofophical queftions, could
ever be expected among princes and prelates, in a theals-
gical controverfy. The king, it muft be confefled, from
the beginning of the conference, fhowed the ftrongeft
propenfity to the eftablithed church, and frequently in-
culcated a maxim, which, though it has fome foundation,
is to be received with great limitations, No Bisaor, No
Kinc. The bifhops, in their turn, were very liberal of

their praifes towards the royal difputant; and the archbi-
fhop of Cihterbury faid, that undoubtedly bis majefly [pake
by the [pecial affiftance of God's fpirit*. A few alterations
in the liturgy were agreed to, and both parties feparated
with mutual diflatisfation.

r Fuller’s Ecclefiat, Hiftory, s Kennet, p, 665,

Ir
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It had frequently been the px.mtx:c of the puritans to
ﬁ)nn together certain affemblies; which they called pro<
phefyings where alternately, as moved by the fpirit,
they difplayed their zeal in prayers and exhortations, and
raifed their own enthufiafm, as well as that of their audi=
ence, to the hig *hc p,tcn, from that focial Contaglon,
which has fo m;g}ny an influence on holy fervours, and
in thofe trials of

from the mutual emulation, which ar
religious eloguence. Such dangerous focieties had been
fupprefied by Elizabeth ; and the minifters in this con-
ference moved ‘the king for their revival. But James
tharply replied, If you aim at a Scottifh prefbytery, it agrees
as well with monarchy as God and the devil. There Jack
and Tom and Will and Dick fhall et wzuﬁ' a:u/}/i}‘ me and
my council. T/Je; efore 1 reiterate my former fpeech : L Roi
savifera. Stay, I praysifei one feven years .:.u,fgrr you de-
mand 3 and then,, if you @'f me grow lﬂu,a and fat, I may

p”; chance hearken unto you. For that g nment v ep T

in breath, and grve me work )} were tie po-

itical confiderations, w‘ﬂich etermined the king in his
choice among religious partie:

1

THE next aflembly, in w":aich j;x.m:‘:s difplayed his learn-

ing and eloquence, was one that fhowed more fpirit of
1

liberty than appeared among his bifhops and thcologians.

S

soth March, T he parliament was now ready to affemble ; being fo

long delayed on account of the plague; which h:\d broken
out in London, and raged to fuch a degrce, that above

30,000 perfons are computed to have died ‘of it in a year;

T

though the city contained at that time little more than
150,000 inhabitants,

THE fpeech, which the king made on opening the
parliament, difplays fully his charaltér, and proves him
to have poflefled more knowledge and greater parts than
prudence or any juft fenfe of decorum and propriety ®

t Fuller’s Ecclefiaft. Hiftory. u K. James’s Works, p. 4345 485, &¢.
Journ, 22d March, 1603, Kennet, p, 668,
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Though few productions of the age furpafs this perform-C H A P.

XLV,

ance either in ftyle or matter; it wants that majeftic . o

brevity and referve, which becomes a king in his addrefles
to the great council of the natien. It contains, how-
éver, a remarkable ftroke of candor, where he confefles

his too great facility in yielding to the folicitations of

fuitors * ¢+ ‘A fault, which he promifes to corre&, but
which adhered to him, and diftreffed him, during the
whole courfe of his reign.

THE firlt bufinefs, in which the commons were en-
gaged, was of the utmoft importance to the prefervation
of their privileges; and neither temper nor refolution
were wanting in their conduct of it.

In former periods of the Englith government, the
houfe of commons was of fo fmall weight in the balance
of the conftitution, that little attention had been given,
either by the crown, the people, or the houfe itfelf; to
the choice and continuance of the members. 1t had
been ufual, after parliaments were prolonged beyond - one
feffion, for the chancellor to exert a difcretionary autho-
rity, of iffuing new writs to fupply the place of any
members, whom he judged incapable of attending, either
on account of their employment, their ft:k“ efs, or other
impediment. This pradtice gave that minifter, and con=
fequently the prince, an 1:,111111%’(1 power of garbling at
pleafure the reprefentatives of the nation ; yet fo little
jealoufy had it created, that the commons of themfelves,
without any court influence or intrigue, and contrary to
fome former votes of their own, Conﬁrmed it in the
twenty-third of Elizabeth v, At that time, though fome

members, whofe place had been fupplied on account of

ficknefs, having now recovered their health, appeared in
> S
the houfe, and claimed their feat; fuch was the authority
of the chancellor, that, merely out of refpeét to him,
x K, James's Works, p. 4935, 496, ¥ Journ. January 19, 1530.

his
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d the new members were
continued in their places. Here a moft dangerous prero-
he crown : But to fhow the
or rather the channels in which power

genius of that age,
little value on this autho-

then ran, the crown put very
rity 3 infomuch that two days
of himfelf, refigned it back to the commons, and gave
a particular vacancy in their

afterwards, the chancellor;

them power to judge of
And when the queftion, concerning the chancel-
ht on the carpet towards

houfe.
lor’s new writs, was again broug
the end of the feflion, the commons were fo little terrified
at the precedent, that, though they re-admitted fome old
members, whofe feats had been vacated, on account of
flight indifpofitions, yet they confirmed the chancellor’s
fentence, in inftances where the diftemper appeared to
have been dangerous and incurable ». Nor did they
proceed any farther, in vindication of their privileges,
than to vote, that during the fitting of parliament, there do
not, at any time, any writ go out for the chufing or returning
any member without the warrant of the boufe. In Eliza-
beth’s reign we may remark,* and the reigns preceding,
fefions of parliament were not ufually the twelfth part
fo long as the vacations ; and during the latter, the chan-
cellor’s power, if he pleafed to exert it, was confirmed,
or at leaft left, by this vote, as unlimited and unreftrained
as ever.

In a fubfequent parlizment, the abfolute authority of
the queen was exerted in a manner {till more open ; and
began for the firft time to give alarm to the commons.
New writs having been iffued by the chancellor, when
there was no vacancy, and a controverfy arifing upon
that incident ; the'queen fent a meflage to the houfe, in-
forming them, that it was impertinent for them to deal
in fuch matters. Thefe queftions, fhe faid, belonged

z Journ, March 18, 13580, Sce farther D’Ewes, ps.430.
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only to the chancellor; and fhe had appointed him tocfm“}. P
confer with the judges, in order to fettle all difputes with  — —w
regard to eletions. 'The commons had the courage, a 1604
few days after, to vote, ¢ That it was a moft perilous
¢¢ precedent, where two kniglits of a county were duly
ele¢ted, if any new writ thould iffue out for a fecond
eleCtion, without order of the houfe itfelf; that the
difcuffing and adjudging of this and fuch like differ=
ences belonged only to the houfe; and that there
thould be no meflagé fent fo the lord chanceilor, not
fo much as to enquire what he had done in the matter,
becaufé it was conceived to be a matter derogatory to
the power ard privilege of the houfe 2.,” This is the
moft confiderable, and almoft only inftance of parlia-
mentary liberty, which occurs, during the reign of that
princefs,

OvuTLaws, whether on account of debts or crimes,
had been declared by the judges ®, incapable of enjoying
a feat in the houfe, where they muft themfelves be law-
givers : But this opinion of the judges had been frequently
over-ruled. - I find, however, in the cafe of Vaughan ¢,
who was queftioned for an outlawry, that, having proved
all his debts to have been contracted for furetithip, and
to have beeny; moft of them, honeftly compounded, he
was allowed, on account of thefe favourable ¢ircum-
ftances, ftill to keep his feat : Which plainly fuppofes,
that, otherwife, it would have been vacated, on account
of the outlawry ¢,

WaEeN

a D’Ewes, p. 397. b 49 H. 6. ¢ Journ, Feb. 8, 1580
4 In a fubfequent parliament; that of the 55th of the queen, the comms
after great debate, exprefly voted, that a perfon outlawed mio

1t be - elected.
D’Ewes, p. 518, But as the matter had been much contefted, the king
might think the vote of the houfe no law, and might efteem his own deci=
fion of more weight than theirs, We may alfo fuppofe, that he was not
asquainted with this vote, Queen Elizabeth ig her fpeech to her Jalt pariia-

Yor, VI, ¢

© meat




18

CHAP,

XLV.

bt a3 O] amation

1604,

HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN.

WaEN James fummoned this parliament, he iffued a

in which, among many general advices,

‘m* beffowed on his people, he

which, like a kind tutor,
firictly enjoins them not to chufe any outlaw for their
rer ’1(1‘&1'»."»'(‘ And he ade 17‘{"1/ f’”f n take upon bim

the place of knig oht, citizern, OF Z/zu gefs, not being duly. elecied,
according to the laws and | flatutes in that bel *f{fj)rovz(c‘d and
according to the purport, effect, and true meaning of this our

proclamationy then every perfon fo offending to. be fined or inp=

prifomed for the fame. B pxoclaun“txon here was plainly
put on the fame footing with a law, and that in {o deli=

cate a point as the right of € le&ions : Moft alarming cir=

a

=

.mwimncas, bad there not been realon, to believe, that

this meafure, being entered into fo early in the king’s
reign, proceeded more from precipitation and. miftake,
than from any ferious defign of invading the privileges of
parliament ‘.

Sir Francis Goodwin was chofen member for the
county of Bucks; and his return, as ufual, was made in~
to chancery. The chancellor, pronouncing him an out-
law, vacated his feat, and iffued writs for a new election ¢,
Sir John Fortefcue was chofen in his place by the county:
But the firft act of the houfe was to reverfe the chancel-
lor’s fentence, and reftore Sir Francis to his feat, At

ment complained of their admitting outlaws, and reprefents that conduét of
the houfe as-a great abufe.

e Jan.1r, 1604, Rymer, tom. xvi. p. 561.

£ The duke of Sully tells us, that it was a maxim of James, that no prince
in the firft year of his reign fhould begin any confiderable undertaking. A
maxim very reafonable in itfelf, and very fuitable to his cautious, not to fay,
timid chara&ter. The facility, with which he departed from this pretenfion,
is another proof, that his me

ing was innocent, But had the privileges of
parliament been at that time exaétly afcertained, or royal power fally limit-
ed, could fuch an imagination ever have bee aine i i
s 608 : imaginati ve been entertained by him as to think,
that his proclamations could regulate parliamentary eleStions ¥
& Wiawoad, vol,ii. p: 18, 19¢
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the king’s fuggeftion, the lords defired a conference .oh € H A P.

: XLV,
this fub:ut; but were abfolutely refufed by the com- g_w
mions, as the quefHon entirely regarded their own privi- %04

leges®,  The commons, however, agréed to make a re=
whorftiEnge to the king' by the mouth of their {pcaker';
in which' they l.'ldll;t;hl!::':, that, though the returns were
by form made into chancery, yet the fole right of judg_
ing with regard’ to elections belonged to the houfe itfelf,
fiot to the chantellor®  James was not fatitfied, and
orderéd a conference bétween the houfe and the judgess
whofé opinion in this cafe was oppofite to that of the
tommons. ‘I his conference; he faid, he commanded as
@i abfolute king ¥ an epithet, we are apt to imagine, not
very grateful to Englifh ears, but orle to which théy had

ready been foméwhat accuftomed from the mouth of Eli=
zabeth !, He added, That all their privileges were derivec
Jrom his grant, and hoped they would not turn them againft
bim® ; a'fentiment, which, from her condudt, it is cer-
€ain, that princefs had alfo entertained, and which was
the reigning principle of her courtiers and minifters, and
the fpring of all her adminiftration.

THE commions were in fome perplexity: . Their eyes
were now opened, and they faw the confequetices of that
power, which had been affumed by the chancellor, and
to’ which their predeceflors had, in fome inftances, blind-
Iy fubmitted. By this conr
tion of the counties isi takin away, and none fhall bé chafen
but fich as fhall” pleafé the king am‘] couneil, — Lét us, there-

forey with- fortitadey underflanding, and [fincerity; Jeek to
id

, faid a'tiember, the free eler-

b
maintain our privilege. This cannot be conflrued any contempt
n us, but merely a maintenance o of o common rights, which
witr ariceflors: bave left us, and which it is juft and fit for us
b Journ, 26th March; 1604, i Journ, 3d April; 1604, k See
fidte' [ A] at the end of the volums, I Camden in Kennet, p. 375¢
#' Journ, zgth Magch, gth April, 1604
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C H A P.y tranfmit to our pofterity " Another faid @5 This may be

< X,;LV....' ; called @ quo warranto #o Jeize all our liberties. A chancellor,
1604.  added a third, by this courfe may call a parliament confifting

of what perfons he pleafes. Any Sfuggeftion, by any perfan,
may be the caufe of fending a new writ, . It is come to this
plain queftion, whether the chancery or parliament ought to
have authority .

NoTwITHSTANDING this watchful fpirit of liberty,
which now appeared in the commons; thair deference for
majeﬂy was fo great, that they appointed a committee to
confer with the judges before the king and council.
There, the queftion of law began to appear, in James’s
eyes, a little more doubtful than he had hitherto ima-
gined it; and in order to extricate himfelf with fome
honour, he propofed, that both Goodwin and Fortefcue
fhould be fet afide; and"a writ be iffued, by warrant of
the houfe, for a new. ele&tion. Goodwin gave his con-
fent ; and the commons embraced this expedient ; but in
fuch 2 manner, that, while they fhowed their regard for
the king, they fecured for the future the free pofieflion
of their feats, and the right, which they claimed, of
judging folely in their own elettions and returns 9.

A powkr like this, fo effential to the exercife of all
their other powers, themfelves fo eflential to public li-
berty, cannot fairly be deemed an encroachment in the
gommons ; but muft be regarded as an inherent privilege,
happily refcued from that ambiguity, which the negli-
gence of fome former parliaments had thrown upon it.

AT the {fame time, the commons, in the cafe of Sir
Thomas Shirley, eftablithed their power of punifhing, as
well the perfons at whofe {uit any member is arrefted, as
the officers, who either arreft or detain him. Their af-
ferting of this privilege admits of the fame refle€tion *.

% Journ. 3oth March, 1604. 9 Id, ibid. P Id.ibid. 9 See
note {B] at the end of the volume, ¢ Journ, 6th and 7th May, 1604.
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AsouT this period, the minds of men, throughout al
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Europe, but efpecially in England, feem to have UNder= o

gone a general, but infenfible revolution. Though let-
ters had been revived in the preceding age, they were
chiefly cultivated by thofe of fedentary profeffions ; nor had
they, till now, begun to fpread themfelves, in any de-
gree, among men of the world. Arts, both mechanical
and liberal, were every day receiving great improvements.
Navigation had extended itfelf over the whole globe.
T'ravelling was fecure and agrecable. And the general
{yftem of politics, in Europe, was: become more en~
larged and comprehenfive.

IN confequence of “this univerfal fermentation, the
ideas of men enlarged themfelves on all fides ; amek the
feveral conftituent parts of the gothic governments, which
feem to have lain long inattive, began, every where, to
operate and encroach on each other. On the conti-
nent, where the neceflity of difcipline had begot ftanding
armies, the princes commonly eftablifhed an unlimited
authority, ' and overpowered, by force or intrigue, the
liberties of the people. In England, the love of freedom,
which, unlefs checked, flourifhes extremely in all liberal
natures, acquired new force, and was regulated by more
enlarged views, fuitably to that cultivated underftanding,
which became, every day, more common, among men
of birth and education. A familiar acquaintance with
the precious remains of antiquity excited in every gene-
rous breaft a paffion for a limited conftitution, and begat
an emulation of thofe manly “vireues; which the Greek
and Roman authors, by fuch animating examples, as
well as pathetic expreflions, recommend to us. 'Fhe fe-
vere, though popular, government of Elizabeth had con-
fined this rifing fpirit within very narrow bounds: But
when a new and a foreign family fucceeded to the throne,
and a prince lefs dreaded and lefs beloved ; fymptoms

C3 immediately

1604,
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immediately appeared of a more free and independent
genius in the nation.
Happiry this prince poffefled neither {ufficient capa=

o to perceive the alteration, nar fufficient art and vie

€Iy

Q‘-)j." to !cht_-ck it in its early advances. Jealous of regal,
bebagie confcious of little perfonal authority, he had
eftablithed within his own mind a fpeculative {yftem of
abfolute government, which few of his fubjefts, he be-
lieved, and none but traitors and rebels;, would make
any feruple to - admit,: On which-ever' fide he caft his
eyes, every thing concurred to encourage his prejudices.
When he compared himfelf with the other hereditary
fovercigns of Eurepe, he imagined, that, as he bore the
fame gank, he was entitled to equal prerogatives ;: not
confidering the innovations lately introduced by them,
and the military force, by which their authority was
upported.  In England, that power, almoft unlimited,
which had been exercifed for abave a century, efpecially
during the late reign, he afcribed folely to royal birth
and title ; not to the prudence and fpirit of the monarchs,
nor to the conjunétures of the times. Even the oppofi-
tion, which he had ftruggled with in Scotland, encou-
raged him ftill farther in his favourite notions ; while he
there faw, that the fame refiftance, which oppofed regal
authority, violated all law and order, and made way,
either for the ravages of a barbarous nobility, or for the
more intolerable infolence of feditious preachers, In his
own perfon, therefore, he thought all legal power to be
centered, by an hereditary and a divine right : And this
opinion might have proved dangerous, if not fatal, to
liberty ; had not the firmnefs of the perfuafion, and
its {eeming evidence induced him to truft folely to his
right, without making the fmalleft provifion either of
force or politics, in order to fupport it.

Svcs
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Sucw were the oppofite difpofitions of parliamen
prince, at the commencement of the Scottifh line ; dif-
pofitioris juft beginning to exift and to appear in the par-
liament +, but thoroughly eftablifhed and openly avowed
on the part of the prince.

Tue fpirit and judgment of the houfe of commons
appeared, not only in defence of their own privileges,
but alfo in their endeavour, though, at this time, in vain,
to free trade from thofe fhackles, which the high exerted
prerogative, and even, in this refpet, the ill-judged ty-
ranny of Elizabeth, had impofed upon it.

James had already, of his own accord, called in and
annulled all the numerous patents for monopolies, which
had ‘been granted by his predeceflor, and which fettered
extremely every fpecies of domeftic induftry: But the ex-
elufive companies fill remained ; another fpecies of mo-
nopolies, by which almoft all foreign trade, except that
to France, was brought into the hands of a few rapa-
cious engroffers, and all profpect of future improvement
in commerce was for ever facrificed to a little temporary
advantage of the fovereign. Thefe companies, though
arbitrarily erected, had carried their privileges fo far, that
almoft all the commerce of England was centered in Lon-
don ; and it appears, that the cuftoms of that port amount=
ed to 110,000 L. a-year, while thofe of all the kingdom
befide yielded only feventeen thoufand t.  Nay, the whole
trade of London was confined to about 200 citizens
who were eafily enabled, by combining among themfelves,
to fix whatever price they plea ed both to the exports and
imports of the nation. The committee, appointed to ex-
amine this enormous grievance, one of the greateft which
we read of in Englith ftory, infift on it as a fadt well
known and avowed, however contrary to prefent received

® See note [C] at the end of the volume, t Journ, 21 May, 3604.
¥ Id. ibid,
C 4 epinion,
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C H A P. opinion, that fhipping and feamen had fenfibly decayed

XLV

¢  during all the preceding reign ¥, And though nothing

1604.

be more common than complaints of the decay, of com-
merce, even during the moft flourithing periods;: yet is
this a confequence which might naturally refult from
fuch arbitrary eftablithments, at a time when the trade
of all the other nations of Europe, except that of Scot-
land, enjoyed full liberty and indulgence.

WHILE the commons were thus attempting to give
ding part of the nation, they alfo endea-
f 1e burthen of
the feudal
tenures, under which the nation ftill laboured. A juft

liberty to the

voured to free the
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regard was fhown to the crown in the conduét of' this
affair ; nor was the remedy, fought for, confidered as a
matter of right, but merely of grace and favour, The
profit, which the king reaped both from wards and from
refpite of homage, was eftimated ; and it was propofed
to compound for thefe prerogatives by a fecure and inde-
pendent revenue, But after Jome debates in the houfe,
and fome conferences with the lords, the affair was found
to contain more difficulties than could enﬂly, at that time,
be furmounted ; and it was not then brought to any con-
clufion,

‘THE fame fate attended an attempt of a like nature,
to free the nation from the burthen of purveyance,  This
prerogative had been much abufed by the purveyors ¥y
and the commons thewed fome intention to offer the king
fifty ‘thoufand pounds a-year for the abolition of it.

ANOTHER affair of the utmoft confequence was brought
before this parliament, where the commons fhewed a

W A remonftrance from the Trinity-houfe, in 1602, fays, that in a little

the fhipping and number of feamen in Eng-

Anglefey’s ha it ¢ f Eng!

Julius Czfar’s c:,llcﬂi;m: SSen~ 5’]1"0);:!"1:;' g;:e - :J.: b
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* Joura, 1 June, 1604, Y Journ, 30 Apsil; 1604,
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greater fpirit of independence than any true judgment of € ;’L‘/} P

national intereft. ‘The union of the two kingdoms was «— —s

zealoufly, and even impatiently urged by the kingz. He
juftly regarded it as the peculiar felicity of his reign, that
he had terminated the bloody animofities of thefe hoftile
nations, and had reduced the whole ifland under one
empire ; enjoying tranquillity within itfelf, and fecurity
from all foreign invafions. He hoped, that, while his
fubje@s of both kingdoms reflected on paft difafters, be-
fides regarding his perfon as infinitely precious, they would
entertain the firongeft defire of fecuring themfelves againft

the return of like calamities, by a thorough union of

laws, parliaments, and privileges. He confidered not,
that this very refleCtion operated, as yet, in a contrary
manner, on men’s prejudices, and kept alive that mutual
hatred between the nations, which had been carried to
the greateft extremity, and required time to allay it. "The
more urgent the king appeared in promoting fo ufeful 2
meafure, the more backward was the Englifh parliament
in concurring with him ; while they afcribed his exceflive
zeal, to that partiality, in favour of his ancient fubjeéts,
of which they thoucht, that, on other occafions, they
had reafon to complain. Their complaifance for. the
king, therefore, carried them no farther than to appoint
forty-four Englith to meet with thirty-one Scottith com-~
miffioners, in order to deliberate concerning the terms of
an union ; but without any power of making advances
towards the eftablifhiment of it %

THE fame fpirit of independence, and perhaps not
better judgment, appeared ‘in the houfe of commons,
when the queftion of fupply was brought before them, by
fome members, attached to the court. In vain was it
urged, that, though the king reccived 2 {fupply, which

2z Journ, 21 Aprily’a May, 1604, Parliamentary Hiftory, vol. vi p.9%s
@ Journ, 7 June, 1604« Kennet, ps 673+
: had

1604.
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C H A P.had been voted to Elizabeth, and which had net been
o~ colleted before her death ; yet he found it burthened

1604.

with a debt contracted by the queen, equal to the full
amount of it: That peace was not yet thoroughly con-
cluded with Spain, and that Ireland was ftill expenfive
to him : That on his journey from Scotland, amidit fuch
a concourfe of people, and: on that o
royal family, he had expended confiderable fums: And
that, as the courtiers had looked for greater liberalities

from the prince on his acceflion, and Imd impofed on his

=
i

the queen and

generous nature ; fo the prince, in his turn, would ex-
pe&, at the beginning, fome mark of duty and attach-
ment from his people and fome confideration of his ne-
ceflities,. No impreflion was made on the houfe of com-
mons by thefe topics; and the majority appeared fully
determined to refufe all fupply. The burthen of govern-
ment, at that time, lay furprifingly light upon the peo-
ple : And that very reafon, which to us, at this diftance,
may feem a motive for generofity, was the real caufe why
the parliament was, on all ocmﬁom, fo remarkably
frugal and referved. They were not, as yct accuftomed
to open their purfes in fo liberal a manner as their fuc-
1S, in order to fupply the wants of their fovereign ;

and the {malleft demand, however requifite, appeared in
their eyes unreafonable and exorbitant, The commons
feem alfo to have been defirous of reducing the crown to
fhill farther neceflities, by their refufing a bill, fent down
to them by the lords, for entailing the crown lands for
ever on the king’s heirs and fucceffors ®. The diffipation,
made by Elizabeth, had probably taught James the ne-
ceflity of this law, and fhewn them the advantage of
refufing it.

Ix order to cover a difappointment, which might bear
a bad conftruction both at home and abroad, James fent

b Parliamentary Hift, vol, v pi 108
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! a meffage to the houfe ¢, in which he told them, that heC ;(1 AP,
defired no fupply; and he was very forward in refufing .
what was never offered him, Soen after, he prorogued 6%
the parliament, not without difcovering, in his fpeech,
vifible marks of diffatisfaction. Even fo early in his Tl

reign, he faw reafon to ‘make public complaints of the

reftlefs and encroaching {pirit of the ‘puritanical party,

,;and of the malevolence, with which they endeavoured ta

infpire the commons, Neor were his complaints without

foundation, or the puritans ‘without intereft; fince the

b commons, now finding themfelves free from the arbi-
trary government of Elizabeth, applied for a conference

with the lords, and prefented a petition to the king ; the
purport of both which was to procure, in favour of the
| puritans, a relaxation of the ecclefiaftical laws ¢, The

ufe of the {urplice and of the crofs in baptifm is there
" chiefly complained of ; but the remedy feems to be ex-
. pected folely from the king's difpenfing power ¢, The

fame papers difcover the violent animofity of the com-
mons againft the catholics, together with the intolerating
{pirit of that affembly .

Tuis fummer, the peace with Spain was finally con- peace with

0 cluded, and was figned by the Spanith minifters at Lon- 5%“;‘“}&
3 13th Augs.

don &, In the conferences, previous to this treaty, the
nations were found to have fo few claims on each other,

¥ that, except on account of the fupport given by England
i to the Low Country provinces, the war might appear to
f have been continued more on account of perfonal anima-
i, fity between Philip and Elizabeth, than any contrariety
I of political interefts between their fubjeCts, Some articles
¥ in the treaty, which feem prejudicial to the Dutch com-
inonwealth, were never executed by the king; and as
bt ¢ Journ, 26 June, 1604, 4 La Boderie, the French ambaffador,
o fays, that the houfe of commons was compofed mofly of puritans, Vol. i,
i ps 81, ¢ Parliamentary Hiftory, vol. v. p. 98, 99, 109, " See
Rote [D] at the end of the volume, & Rymer, tom, xvi, p. 585, &ec.
the




28

HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN.

C H A P.the Spaniards made no complaints on that head, it ap-
XL

o peared, that, by fecret agreement, the king had exprefsly

1604,

referved the power of fending affiftance to the Hol-
landers .  The conftable of Caftile came into England
to ratify the peace ; and on the part of England, the earl
of Hertford was fent into the Low Countries for the
fame purpofe, and the earl of Nottingham, high admiral,
into Spain. © The train of the latter was numerous and
fplendid ; and ‘the Spaniards, it is faid, were extremely
furprized, when they beheld the blooming countenances
and graceful appearance of the Englifh, whom their bi~
gotry, inflamed by the priefts, had reprefented as fo many
monfters and infernal demons.

Troucu England, by means of her naval force, was
perfectly fecure, during the later years of the Spanith
war, James fhewed an impatience to put an end to hofti-
lities; and foon after his acceflion, before any terms of
peace were concerted or even propofed by Spain, he re-
called all' the letters of marque i, which had been grant-
ed by queen Elizabeth. Archduke Albert had made
fome advances of a like nature ¥, which invited the king
to take this friendly ftep. But what is remarkable; in
James’s proclamation for that purpofe, he plainly fup-
pofes, that, as he had himfelf, while king of Scotland,
always lived in amity with Spain, peace was attached to
his perfon, and that merely by his acceffion to the crown
of England, without any articles.of treaty or agreement,
he' had ended the war between the kingdoms !. - ‘This
ignorance of the law of nations may appear furpriﬁng in
a prince, who was thirty-fix years of age, and who had

b Winwood, vol. ii. p. 27, 330, et alibi, In this refpet James’s peace
was more honourable than that which Henry IV, himfelf made with Spain,
That prince ftipulated not to affift the Dutch ; and the fupplies, which he
fecretly fent them, were in direét contravention to the treaty. i23dof
June, 1603, k Grotii Annal. lib, 12. ! See proclamations
duging the firft feven years of K, James, 'Winwood, vol, ii. ps 6s.
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reigned from his infancy ; did we not confider, that aC H A Ps
king of Scotland, who lives in clofe friendfhip Wit eSS
England, has few tranfaCtions to manage with foreign 604
princes, and has little opportunity of acquiring experi-

ence. Unhappily for James, his timidity, his prejudices,

his indolence, his love of amufement, particularly of

hunting

g, to which he was much addicted, ever prevented

him from making any progrefs in the knowledge or prac-
tice of foreign politics, and in a little time diminifhed that
regard, which all the neighbouring nations had paid to
England, during the reign of his predeceffor ™.

m Memoirs de la Boderie, voli iv p. 64, 181, 195, 217, 302. vol. iis
Bi 244, 278
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Truce

Gun-powder confpiracy——24A pairliament

betwint Spein aid the Upnited Provinces———=4A
Death of the Frenckh King——
State of Ireland.

Parliament

Arminianifm

‘ ‘ Y E arc now to relate an event, one of the moft

memorable, that hiftory has conveyed to’ pofte=
rity, and containing at once a fingular proof both of the
ftrength and-weaknef$ of the human mind ; its wideft de=
parture from morals, and moft fteady attachment to relis
gious prejudices. Tis the Gunpowder treafon of which I
fpeak ; a fattas certain as it appears incredible.

TuE Roman catholics had expected great favour and
indulgence on the acceflion of James, both as he was de<
fcended from Mary, whofe life they believed to have
been facrificed to their caufe, and as he himfelf, in his
early youth, was imagined to have thown fome partiality
towards them ; which nothing, they thought, but intereft
and neceflity had fince reftrained. It is pretended, that
he had even entered into pofitive engagements to tolerate
their religion, as foon as he fhould mount the throne of
England ; whether their credulity had interpreted in
this fenfe fome obliging expreflions of the king’s, or
that he had employed fuch an artifice, in order to render
them favourable to his title ». Very foon they difcovered
their miftake ; and were at once furprized and enraged to
find James, on all occafions, exprefs his intention of
ftrictly executing the laws enalted againft them, and of
perfevering in all the rigorous meafures of Elizabeth.
Catelby, a gentleman of good parts and of an antient

® State Trials, vol, ii, p. 201, 202, 203« Winwood, vol, iis p. 49.
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family, firft thought of a moft extraordinary method of ;[ \/}‘ P,
revenge ; and he opened his intention to Piercy, a de—w
feendant of the illuftrious houfe of Northumberland, In 1604,
one of their converfations with regard to the diftreffed
condition of the catholies, Piercy having broken into a

fally of paffiony and mentioned aflaffinating the king;

Catefby took the opportunity of revealing to him a nobler

and more extenfive plan of treafon, which not only in-

cluded a fure execution of vengeance, but afforded fome

hopes of reftoring the catholic religion in England. In

vain, faid he, would you put an end to ithe king’s life

He bas children, who would fucceed both to' his crown

and to his maxims of government, In vain would you
extinguifh’ the whole 10',(11 family : The nobility, the

gentry, the parliament are all' infected with the famae
herefy, and could raife to the throne another prince and

xC

another family, who, befides their hatred to our religion,
would be animated with revenge for the tragical death of
their predeceffors. To ferve any good purpefe; we muft

deftroy, at one blow, the king, the royal family, the
lords, the commons ; and bury all our enemies in one
b

common ruin. Happily, they are-all aflembled on the

b
firft mecting of the parliament; and afford us the op-

1

portunity of glorious and ufeful vengeance. Great pre-
parations will not be requifite. « A few of us, combin-
ing, may run a mine below the bm}, in which they
meet 3 and. choofing the vuy moment when the king
harangues both houfes, confign over to deftruction thefe
determined. foes to all piety and religion, Meanwhile,
we_ourfelves ftanding aloof; fafe and unfufpected, fhall
triumph in bf}ing the inftruments of divine wrath, and

fhall behold with pleafure thofe facrilegious walls, in

eg
e which were paffed the ediés for profcribing our church
i and butchering her children, toff into 2 thoufand frage
i ments ; while their impious inhabitants, meditating per-

baps flill new perfecutions againft us, pafs from flamies
3 above
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C H A P. gbove to flames below, there for ever to endure the tor:
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«—. —_ ments due to their offences %

2604,

Piercy was charmed with this project of Catefby;
and they agreed to communicate the matter toa few more,
and among the reft to Thomas Winter, whom they fent
over to Flanders, in queft of Fawkes, an officer in the
Spanifh fervice, with whofe zeal ;and courage they were
all thoroughly acquainted. When they inlifted any new
confpirator; in order to bind him to fecrecy, they al-
ways, together with an oath, employed the communion;
the moft facred rite of their religion P.  And it is remark=
able, that no one of thefe pious devotees ever entertained
the leaft compunétion with regard to the cruel maffacre,
which they projected, of whatever was great and eminent
in the nation. Some of them only were ftartled by the
refleCtion, that of neceffity many catholics muft be pre~
fent; as {pellators or attendants on the king, or as
having feats in the houfe of peers: But Tefmond, a
jefuit, and Garnet, fuperior of that order in England, re-
moved thefe fcruples, and thewed them how the interefts
of religion required, that the innocent fhould here be facri~
ficed with the guilty.

Avrw this paffed in the fpring and {ummer of the yeat
1604 ; when the confpirators alfo hired a houfe in Piercy’s
name, adjoining to that in which the parliament was to
aflemble. Towards the end of that year they began their
operations. 'That they might be lefs interrupted, and
give lefs fufpicion to the neighbourhood, they carried in
ftore of provifions with them, and never defifted from
their labour. Obf

o

1

to their purpofe, and confirmed
by paffion, by principle, and by mutual exhortation, they
little feared death in comparifon of a difappointment ;
and having provided arms, together with the inflruments
of their labour, they refolved there to perith in cafe of 4
© Hiftory of the Gunpowder Treafon,
PState Trials, vol, i, p. 190, 198, 210,

difcoverys
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difcovery. Their perfeverance advanced the work ; and © ;2131?‘

they foon pierced the wa ll, though three yards in thicks wom ~d
nefs ; but on approaching the other fide, they were fome= iy
what ftartled at hearing a noife, w hxc.l they knew not
how to account for. Upon enquiry, they found, that it
' came from the vault below the houfe of lords; that
a magazine of coals had been kept there ; and that, as
? the coals were felling off, the vault would be let to the
higheft bidder. The opportunity was ihmed liately feized 5
| the place hired by Piercy ; thirty-fix barrels of powder
¢ lodged in it; the whole covered up with faggots and
billets ; the doors of the cellar ‘boldly flung open ; and
every body admitted, as if it contained nothing dangerouss

ConrIpENT of fuccefs, they now began to look for-

¥ ward, and to plan the remaining part of their project,
T'he king, the queen, prince Henry, were all expected

to be prefent at the opening of the parliament. T'he

4 Duke, by reafon of his tender age, would be abfent ; and
it was refolved, that Piercy fliould feize him, or aflaffinate

him. . The pm;;ﬂ F'i‘:*bkm, a child likewilz, was

i kept at Lord Harrington’s houfe in W arwickthire 3 and
Sir Everard Digby, Rookwood, Grant, being let into

] Digby,
the confpiracy, cncaced to aflemble their friends, on
i L ) bl

pretence of a huntine matc
immediately to pro im |

SR s
they VVA‘L] rage ag

with the profpect of rever
their own fafety ; anc

which muft refult fron

{aw not, that the fury

by any authoritv, muit have ti

vould probably have fatiated itfelf, by

{atre of the uunol;c:.

THE day, fo long wifhed for, now oached, on

v;}uch the parliament was appeinted to aflemble. The
Vor, VL. 12 dreadful
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ioufly kept, during the fpace of

[ Vi o
1605. No remgqrfe, no pity, no fear of

of reward, had, as yet, induced
irator, either to abandon the enterprize, or
t. The holy fury had extinguifhed
t-every other motive ; and it was an indif-
proceeding chiefly from thefe very bigot~

ities, which faved the nation.

¢ the meeting of the parliament, Lord
fon to Lérd Morley, received
which had been delivered to his
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tet ; and from the ferious earneft ftyle of the letter; he
¢onje&tured, ‘that it implied fomething dangerous and
important. A terrible blow, and yet the authors concealed ;
a danger fo fudden, and yet {o great ; thefe circumftances
feemed all to denote fome contrivance by gunpowder

and it was thought advifable to infpect all the vaults bf"
low the houfes of parliament. This care belonged to the
earl of Suffolk, Lord chamberlain; who purpofely de-
layed the fearch, till the day before the meeting of the
parliament. He remarked thofe great piles of wood and
faggots; which lay in the vault under the upper houfe ;

and he caft his eye upon Fawkes; who ftood in a dark
corner; and mﬁéd himfelf for Piercy’s fervant, That
daring and determined courage, which fo much diftin~
gmfhed this confpirator; even among thofe herces in
villany, was fully painted in his countenance, and was
not paffed unnoticed by the chamberlain *. Such a
quantity alfo of fuel, for the ufe of one who lived {o little
in town as Piercy, appeared a little extraordinary *; and
upon comparing all circumftances it was refolvéd that a
more thorough infpetion fhould be made: About mid-
night, Sir Thomas Knevet; a juftice of peace, was fent

with proper attendants ; and before the door of the vault,
finding Fawkes, who had juft finithed all his prepara-
tions, he immediately feized him, and turning over the

1

faggots, difcovered the powder. 'The matches and every

thing proper for fetting fire to the train were tal ken ir
Fawkes’s pocket ; who finding his guilt now apparent,
and feeing no refuge but in be »ldnc s and defpair, ex=
prefled the utmoft regret, that he had loft the opportu-
nity, of firing the powder at once, and of fweetening his
own death by that of his enemies . Before the councily
he difplayed the fame intrepid firmnefs, mixed even with

r K, James’s Works, pi 220, s 1d, Ibids
t 1bnd, p, 230

9/

{feorn
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fcorn and difdainy refufing te difcover his accomplices
and fh the failure of the enter-

obftinacy lafted two or three days: But

onfined to the Tower, left to reflect on his guilt

o juft {hewn to him ; his

e vaol |
nger, and the rack

1 effort, and unfupported

by h ope or fociety, at laft failed him 3 and he 'made a full
covery of all the confpirators *.

- Pie
Ca- I'ESBY, 1 A\.l‘\'/.7

and the other criminals, who were
in London, though they had heard of the alarm taken at
the letter fent to Monteagle ; though they had heard of
the chamberlain’s fearch ; yet were refolved to perfift to
the utmoft, and never abandon their hopes of fuccefs 7
But at laft, hearing that Fawkes was arrefted, they/hur-
ried down to Warwickthire ; where Sir Everard Digby,
thiuking himfelf affured, that fuccefs had attended his
' &, was already in arms, in order to feize the
th. She had efcaped into Coventry ; and

to put themfelves on their defence

The confpirators, with all
- attendants, never exceeded the number of eighty
perfons ; and being furrounded on every fide, could no

er entertain hopes, either of prevailing or efcaping,

Having therefore confeffed themfelves, and received abfo.

lution, they boldly prepared for death, and refolved to

r lives as dear as poflible to the aflailants. But
]

of their powder took fire, and difabled them for defence 2,

en this miferable confolation was denied them. Some

The people rufhed in upon them. Piercy and Catefby
were killed with one thot, Digby, Rookwood, Winter,

and others, being taken prifoners, were tried, confefled

Winwood. vol. 3t ¢ K >
Vinwood, vol. ii. p. 173, x K. James’s Works, p.-237.
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) ‘ixid crime, the e

their guilt, and died, asw

the executioner. T\Tut\'\'ilhf‘.:z:;('\,?::"j thi

bivotted catholics were fo devoted to Garnet, that th

his blood 25 and in

{;:“\md miracles to be wrought ‘r~ :

Spain he was re rr;u‘dml asa martyr ®

Neither had the defperate fl)rtunc of the confpiratc

urged them to this enterprize, nor had the former pro-

flicacy of their lives prepared them for fo great a crime.

Before that audacious attempt, their condu& “feems, In

general, to be liable to no reproach.  Catefby’s charalter
Rookwood and
SR

their implicit truft in his judg-

had entitled him to fuch reg

ey declared, that, from the n

efteemed and beloved as any n

had been particularly h onoured with the good opinion of

Queen I‘,hz:m(m d, Tt was bigotted zeal alone, the
Ty > )

moft abfurd of prejudices mafqued with reafon, the

1

moft criminal of paffions covered with the appearanee of

dutv. which feduced them into meafures, thatwere fatal
P

>

to themfelves, and had f{o nearly proved fatal

countrye©.

Tre Lords Mordaunt and Stourton, two

were fined,

. . A
he iattel 4000

by the ftar-chamber ; becaufe their abfence from parli-

ament had begot a m-

quainted with the ¢on

berland was fined 30,

2 Winwood, vol. ii. p. 302,
vol.i. p. 20T, d Athen Ov vol. ii, fol, g5
¢ Digby, after his condempation, faid in a letter to his wife : ¢ Now for

“ my intention, let me tell you, that if I had thot

t there had been the

4¢ leaft fin in the plot, I would not hayve been

t for all the world § and no

¢ other caufe drew me, to hazird my fortune and life, but zsal to God’s
: o«

religion. He exprefies his furprize to hear that any catholics had co

i demaed it Dighy’s papers, gublifped

tary Cowventr
retary evenirye
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ifoner in the Tower ; becaufe, not to mention
rounds of fufpicion, he had admitted Piercy into
wber of. gentlemen penfioners, without his taking

THE king, in } is fpeech to the parliament, obferved,
that, though religion had engaged the confpirators in fo
criminal an attempt, yet ought we not to involve all the
Roman catholics in the fame guilt, or fuppofe them
equally difpofed to commit fuch enormous barbarities,

h"]y. 1en, he faid, and our anceftors among the
' ur with that church in her
es ; who yet had never admitted, her
nciples, concerning the pope’s power of de-
aflaffination. The wrath
neaven is denounced againft crimes, but innocent

1 been 1

B e
g kings,

1
'

error may obtain its favour; and nothing can be more

than the uncharitablenefs of the puritans, who

ondemn alike to eternal torments, even the moft inoffen~
five pari';:-ans of popery, For his part, he added, that
‘rocious, thould never alter, in the
ment: While with one hand he

t; with the other, he would fill fupport
and protect innocence 8. After this

™I 4
punifhed Lh-
&

fpeech, he prorogued
the parliament, till the 22d of January b

I'HE moderation, and, I may fay, magnanimity, of
immediately after {fo narrow an efcape from g
able confpiracy, was no wife agreeable to his
elts. Their ani mohtv againft popery, even before

this provocation, had rifen to a great pitch ; and it had

perhaps been more pmd"nt in Jamcs, by a little diffimy-

b1

iub

¥ Camden in Kennet, p. 672

52, & K, James’s Works, p. 5035 504,
4 The Parliament, this (;.Imn, paffed an a& obliging every one to take
the oath of allegiance ; a very moderate teft, fince it decided no controverted

points between the two relicion 8, and only'engaged the perfons who took-it

to abjure the pope’s pqwer of de thioning Kkings, Sec K. James’s works
. 3

P 250,

lation

Jation

meal

inf




lation, to have conformed himfelf to it. His theological
learning, confirmed by difputation, had happily. fixed this:

judgment in the proteftant fai ith'y yet was his hearta little
byﬂl =d by the allurements of Rome, and he had been ex-
’ tremely pleafed, if the making of fome advances could
| have effe&ed an union with that antient mother- church.
He ftrove to abate the acrimony of his own fubjeils
! againft the religion of their fathers : He became himfelf
the obje&t of their diffidence and averfion. Whatever
meafures he embraced ; in Scotland to introduce prelacy,
: in England to inforce the authority of the eftablifhed
church, and fupport its rites and ceremonies ;3 ‘were inter-
| preted as {o many fleps towards popery, and were repre-
f‘ fented by the pumm.s as fymptoms of id lolatry and fuper~

“ ftition. Ignorant of the confequences, or un willing to

facrifice to politics his inclination, which he called his
“ confcience, he perfevered in the fame meafures, and gave
truft and preferment, almoft indifferently, to his catholic
" and proteftant fubjects. And finding his perfon, as well
| as his title, lefs obnoxious to the church of Rome, than
g thofe of Elizabeth, he rmuma ly abated the rigour of
thofe laws, which had been enaéted againft that chmr‘]
and which were fo acceptable to his bigotted fubje &s. Bu
the effe&@s of thefe difpofitions on both {ides became not
i very fenfible, till towards the conclufion of his reign.

J At this time, James feems to have pofleffed the ai-
feCtions even of his E nglith {ubjects, and, in a tolcrable
degree, their efteem and regard. Hitherto their com-

i plaints were nc‘iy levelled againft his too great con-

ftancy in his ea rly friendthips; a quality, which; had it

been attended with more ceconomy, the wife would have
excufed, and the candid would even, perhaps, haveap-
plauded. His parts, which were not defpicable, and his
learning, which was great, being highly extolled by his

) courtiers and gownmen, and not yet mcd in the manage-

q D ¢4 ment
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irs, for which he was unfit,

— — raifed a high idea of him in the world ; nor was it always

1606,

A Parlia-
mene.

November
38.

nfincerity, that he received the title

through flattery
of the fecond Solomon. A report, which was fuddenly
fpread “about this time, of his being aflaffinated, vifibly
ftruck a great confternation into all orders of men !, The
commons alfo abated, this feflion, fomewhat of their ex-
ceffive frugality, and granted him an aid, payable in four
years, of -three fubfidics ;md fix fifteenths, which, Sir
Francis Bacon faid in the houfe ¥, might amount to
about four hundred thoufand .pounds : And foronce the
king and parliament parted in friend{hip and good hu-
mour. The hatred, which the catholics fo vifibly bore
him;- gave him, at thi

time, an additicnal value in the

ompn e & <tz
€y€s Of nis PEOPIC,

~arifideralil e :
conlderabic . pointy 1N

which the commons .incurrcd his

difcovering  their conftant

wle ~ (o Faxiz - ¢} T 3 Pt |
Na01C [avour L:‘."‘, acired a

on of the two king¢

ceed the king’s paflion and zeal for this noble enterprize

)

but the parliament’s s prejudice and relutance againtt it

‘There remain two excellent fpeeches in favour of the

3

union, which it would not be im
ther ; that of the king *, and that of Sir F ‘rancis deun»
‘Thofe, who affe&t in every thing fuch an extreme con-
tempt for James, will be

g -ull/“x(& to find, that his dif-
courfe, both for good reafoni ng and eloquent compofi-

tion, approaches very near that of a man, who was un-
doubtedly, at that time, one of th
Europe, A few trivial indifcre

7“0'7€:r to CO"an).l'C towe—

e greateft geniufes in
tions and indecorums may
3 Kennet, p. 676.

! Journ. § April, 1606,
R K. James's works, p. 509,

k Journ 2¢ May, 1656,
™ Kennet, p. 676,
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be faid to charadterize the | oue of the monarch, : Thd © B ALRS
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mark it for his own. And in ;:ncz‘:x], fo open and o —

avowed a declaration in favour of a meafure, while he
bad taken no care, by any p'-.(:;mi'ic.n or intrigue, to
nfure fuccefs, may fa td\ L
LJt tDL art «,f I

or C

ye pronounced an in difcretion.

ents, by p1 vate intereft

g fi /unl mL erto of little ufe or ncceﬂity,
was not, as yet, become a part of Englifh politics. In
the common courfq of affairs, government could be con-
dufed without their affiftance ; and when their concur-
rence became requifite to the mea afures of the crown, it
was, "(Y‘k,.\'i y lpccmm‘r except in times of great faétion

and difcontent, obtained without much difficulty.

THE king’s influence feems to have rendered the Scotch
parliament cordial in all the fteps, which they took to-
)

wards the union. Though the advantages, which Scot-

3 .
{and micht hope from that meafure, were more confide-

rable ; 3y - the objettions too, with regard to that
kingdom, more *-1"141110 and obvious. The bencfit
b ] 3

which muft have :edt Enslz

of ftrength ar f’ mt}, was not defpicable ; and as the
Englith were, by ar, the greater nation, and poflefled

the {eat of government, the objections, either from the

poiAl.t of honour or from

; ufy, could not reafonably
the

have any them. The Englith parliament
indeed feem to have been fwayed merely by the v ulgar mo-

tive of nati oA-J.l antipathy. And they perfifted fo obiti-
n.._\.d rejudices, that all the efforts for a tho-
rough union and incorporation ended only in the aboli-

tion of the hoftile laws, formerly enacted between the
kingdoms ©

6 The commons were even {0 averfe to the unim, that they had com.
;’amei in the former feffion to the lords of the bithop of Briftol, for writing
2 book in favour of it ; and the prelate was obliged to make fubmiflions for
this offence. The crime imputed to him feems to have cor ©fifted in his treat-
ing of a fubjeét, which lay before the parliament. Sb W"x notion had they
& yet of gencral liberty | Seg Pa:liamentary Hiftory, vol, v, ps 108, 109,110:

SoME

nd, both by acceflion-

16¢6,
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SoME precipitate fteps, which the king, a little after

hIS acceffion, had taken, in order to promote his favourite
project, had been here obferved to do more injury than

had aflumed the

fervice. From his own authority,

title of king of Great 1in ; and had quartered the

arms of Scotland, t! of England, ‘in all coins,
flags, and enfigns, He had alfo engaged the judges to

make a declaration, that all thofe, who, after the union
of the crowns, fhould be born in either kingdom, were,
for that reafon alone, naturalized in both. This was a

<
0
i~

jueftion, and, according to the ideas of thofe times,

p !
{ufceptible of fubtile reafoning en bath fidc Ihe king

was the fame: The parliaments were different. Fo

people therefore the fame, we muft fuppofe,

authority :‘:‘ﬁ'i;;’. chiefly in thvz urincc

1 than cndowcd wlth any
controuling or altive powers in the government. [¢ is
evident, fays Bacon in his pleadings on this fubject, that
all other nly dy do fubfift

d_amongft
J

many officers, and they not perpetual, but annual or temporary,

by a law precedent. For where authority is di

and not to recerve their authority but by election, and certamn
perfons.to.bave voices only in that election, and the like 5 thefe
are bufy and curious frames, which of neceflity do prefuppofe
& law precedent, written or unwritten, to guide and direét
them : But in monarchies, efpecially hereditary, that is,
when feveral families or lineages of people do [ubmit thein-
Jelves to one line, imperial or royal; the Jubmiffion is more
natural andfmple s which afterwards, by law Jubfequent, s
perfected and made more formal : but that is grounded upon
nature®. It would feem from this reafoning, that the
idea of an bereditary, limited monarchy, though implicitly
fuppofed in many public tranfa&ions, had fca ircely ever,

» Bacon’s Works, vol. iv, p, 190, 191, Edit. 1730,
a8

the un

e
jumdic

were 1‘U
fil il
wards
fhow,

yho I
who,
fugre!
narch
Tule 1

e
{TIne,

fluenc
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2 yet, been exprelsly formed by any Englifh lawyer or
politician.

ExcepT the obftinacy of the parliament with regard to
the union,«and an attempt on the king’s ecclefiaftical
jurifdiction 9, moft of their meafures, during this feffion,
were fufficiently refpectful and obliging; though they
{till difcover a vigilant fpirit, and a careful attention to-
wards national liberty. The votes alfo of the commons
fhow, that the houfe contained a mixture of puritans,
who had acquired great authority among. them r, and
who, together with religious prejudices, were continually
fuggefting ideas, more fuitable to a popular than a mo-
narchical form of government. The natural appetite for
rule made ‘the commons lend a willing ear to every doc-
trine, which tended to augment their power and in-
fluence.

A PETITION was moved in the lower houfe for a more
rigorous execution of the laws againft popith recufants,
and an abatement towards proteftant clergymen, who
fcrupled to obferve the ceremonies. Both thefe points
were equally unacceptable to the king; and he fent orders
to the houfe to proceed no farther in that matter. The
commons were inclined, at firft; to confider thefe orders
as a breach of privilege: But they foon acquiefced, when
told, that this meafure of the king’s, was fupported by
many precedents, during the reign of Elizabeth *. Had
they been always difpofed to make the precedents of that
reign the rule of their conduét, they needed never have
had any quarrel with any of their monarchs.

THE complaints of Spanifh depredations were very
loud among the Englifh merchantsf. The lower houfe

fent a meflage to the lords, defiring a conference with

9 Journ, 2 December, § March, 1606. 25, 26 June, 1607.
t“Journ, 26 February, 4, 7 March, 1606. 2z May, 17 June, 1607+
3 Journ, 16, 57 June, 1607, t Journ, 25 Feb, 1606,
them,
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1607,

gth.of June,
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CoHAY. L'-lcm, in order to thei t pre enting
XLVI,
Qo )

1607. bcr'x‘;c on this 1 ';:',ru;

kir 1g on that 1..~J.g¥t Th ‘1(\’]7 i”/‘ c {on

>; becaufe, they faid, the matter

i 4 | Aenrred >
was wez um‘, and rare. 1t 3‘:“01.)2101}' occurred to them, at
firft, that the parliament’s interpofing in afrairs of {late
bl <t "

r um!‘uztl ;md

o And to ﬂlOW,
ed by‘court'influ-
Athc;' Aad clibcmtsd, they agreed to the

‘THE houfe of commons began now to feel themfelves
of fuch importance, that, on the motion of Sir Edwin
Sandys, a member of great authority, they entered, for
the firft ‘time, an order for the regular keeping of their
journals®. “When all ‘bufinefs was finifhed, the king
prorogued the ‘parliament.

AsouT this time, there was an infurre&ion of th

he
country people in Northamptonfhire, he:xm:d by one
Reynolds, 2 man of low condition. They went about )
deftroying inclofures ; but carefully avoided committing I
4thof July, any other outrage.. This infurreCtion was eafily fup-
prefled; and, though great lenity was ufed -towards the b
rioters, yet were fome of the ringleaders punithed. The g
chief caufe of that trivial commotion feems to have been, o
of itfelf, far from trivial. The practice flill continued i

in England of difufing tillage, and throwing the land

into inclofures for the fake of pafture
the kingdom was depopulated, or at leaft, prevented from
encreafing fo much in people, as might have been ex-

pected from the daily encreafe of i:adulu

By this means,

and commercg.
1608, NEXT year prefents us with nothing memorable: But o
in the fpring of the fubfequent, after a lo ong negotiation,
was concluded, by a truce of twelve years, that war,

#cg.  which, for near halfa cent had been carrigd on with
* Journ, 3 July, 1607, \"'V
fuch
P
;’ 1.'&
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fv(rx fury, between Spain and the ftates of the UnitedC H AP

AJ

rovil

T

7

ever contelt was finithed with more honour to the
weaker party. On the fide of Spain were numbers, riches, ¢
authority, ¢ lnuphncz On the fide of the revolted pro-
vinces were found the attachment to liberty and the
enthufiafm of religion. By her naval enterprizes the re-
pnbn(‘ maintained her armics ; and joining peaceful in-
duftry to military valour, fhe was enabled, by her own
force, to fupport herfelf, and gradually rely lefs on thofe
neighbouring princes, who, fronJealou{'v to Spain, were
at ficlt prompted to encourage her revolt, Long had the
pride of that monarchy prevailed over her mcre.l, and
prevented her from hearkening to any terms of accommo-
dation with her rebellious fubjeéts. But finding all inter-
courfe cut off between her provinces by the maritime
force of the ftates, fhe at laft agreed to treat with them
as a free people, and folemnly to renounce all claim and
retenfion to their fovereignty.

XLVI.

Never conteft feemed, at firft, more unequal : ¢ -

’6u9-
Truce be
t uulSr)am
and the
United Pro«
vinces,

Tars chief point being gained, the treaty was eafily March 30,

brought to 2 conclufion, under the joint mediation and
guarantee of France a and England. All exterior appear-
ances of honour and regard were paid equally to both
crowns: But very different were the fentiments, which
the ftates, as well as all Europe, entertained of the
princes, who wore them. Frugality and vigour, the
chief circumftances, which procure regard among foreig:
nations, fhone out as confpicuoufly in Henry as they
were deficient in James. To a contempt of the Englifh
monarch, Henry feems to have added a confiderable de-
gree of jealoufy .‘.1\1 averfion, which were fentiments al-
together without foundation. James was juft and fair in

all tranfa@ions with his allies X, but it appears . from the
2 L

memaoirs
x The plan of accommodation which James recommended is found in
Winwood, vbl, ii. p. 429, 430 ; and is the fame that was recommended by

Henry,
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thofe times, that each fide deemed him pats
their adverfary, and fancied, that he had

fures againft them 7. So little

r have men in their 'degmcnu of their own affairs §

fo dangerous is that entire neutrality affeéied by the
land !

FuE little concern, which James took in foreign afz

renders the d omf‘f’ ic occurrences, pe ularly thofe

ent, the moft interelting of h!‘ reicn: A new

7as held this fpring; the king full of hopes of
receiving fupply ; the commons, of circumfcribing his

prerogative. Thc earl of Salifbury, now created treas
furer on the death of the earl of Dorfet, laid open the

king’s nccc{ﬁf' ﬁr& to the peers, then to a committee
of the lower houfe 2, He infifted on the unhavoidable
expence incurred, in {upporting the navy, and in fup=
prefling a late infurre&tion in Ireland : He mentioned
three numerous courts

g was obliged to
maintain; for himfelf, for the queen, uld for the prmce
of Wales: He obfer 2
a fingle woman, had

years preceding her death, which alone were

penfive

to her : And he afferted, ring her reign, fhe had

alienated many of the crown-lar

an expedient, whichs

though it fupplied her prefent nece s, without laying
burthens on her tiplied the necef=

fities of her fucc From all thefe caufes he thought
g

Henry, as we |

It had long beea
imagined by d declared to

the court of
5

r pretenfiond
e <
to liberty by Winwood’s

et was founded

A

1609. Kennet,

houf

fhock

one
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it nowife ftrange, that the king’s income fhould fall fhortC H A P,
fo great a fum as eighty-one thoufand pounds of his ftated _ﬁ'L
and regular expence ; without mentioning contingencies, 161
which ought always to be efteemed a fourth of the yearly
charges. And as the crown was now neceflarily bur-
thened with a great and urgent debt of 300,000 pounds,
he thence inferred the abfolute neceffity. of an immediate
and large fupply from the people. To all thefe reafons, March 21,
which James likewife urged in a fpeech addrefled to both
houfes, the commons remained inexorable. . But not to
fhock the king with an abfolute refufal, they granted him
one fubfidy and one fifteenth; which would fcarcely
amount to a hundred thoufand pounds. And James re-
ceived the mortification of difcovering, in vain, all hie
wants, and of begging aid of fubjects, who had no rea«
fonable indulgence or confideration for him,

AmonG the many caufes of difguft and quarrel, which
now daily and un 1vo'dm»lv multiplied between prince and
parliament, this article of money is to be regarded as
none of the leaft confiderable. = After the difcovery and
conqueft of the Weft-Indies, gold and filver became
every day more ‘plentiful in England, as well as in the
reft of Europe; and the price of all commodities and pro-
vifions rofe to a height beyond what had been known,
{ince the declenfion of the Rorzmn empire. As t} (‘."C‘V"

nue of the crc rofe not in proportion 2,

was infenfibly reduced to poverty amidft

riches of his f:,:bj'?é‘_e. and required addition:

>

order to fupport the {ame magnificence and fo

had been m:zint:‘zin,;d former ‘monarchs

money thus flowed into E

3 ;
gland, we may obferve,

n

and probably from that very caufe, arts
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HIS
s o P e

and induftry of all kinds received a mighty encreafe; and
ife became better known,

elegance in every enjoyment @

s of people. The

and more cultivated among 2

king’s fervants, botk civil and military, his courtiers, his
o

minifters, demanded more ample fupp

and were not contented with the fame

which had fatisfied their anceftors,

lies from the im-

poverifhed prince,
fimplicity of living,
The prince himfelf began to regard an encreafe of pomp
and f{plendor as requifite to fupport the dignity of his
charaler, and to preferve the fame fuperiority above his
{ubjeéts, which his predeceffors had enjoyed. Some equa-
lity too, and proportion to the other fovereigns of Eu-
rope, it was natural for him to defire ; and as they had
univerfally enlarged their revenue and multiplied their
taxes, the king of England deemed it reafonable, that
his fubjetts, who were generally as rich as theirs, fhould
bear with patience fome additional burthens and impo-
fitions.

UnuappiLy for the king, thofe very riches, with
the encreafing knowledge of the age, bred oppofite fenti-
ments in his fubjeéts; and begetting a fpirit of freedom
and independance, difpofed them to pay little regard,
either to the entreaties or menaces of their fovereign.
While the barons poffeffed their former immenfe property
and extenfive jurifdictions, they were apt, on every dif-
guft, to endanger the monarch and throw the whole go-
vernment into confufion: But this confufion often, in
its turn, proved favourable to the monarch, and made
the nation again fubmit to him, in order to re-eftablifh
juftice and tranquillity. After that both the power of
alienations, and the encreafc of commerce had thrown
the balance of property into the hands of the commons,
the fituation of affairs and the difpofition of men became
fufceptible of a more regular plan of liberty ; and the
laws were not fupported {ingly by the authority of £he

L fovereign.

fovere

cline

enced

o th

fime ;
e
ety

Ve
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fovereign. And though in that interval, after the de- foi'?l P
cline of the peers and before the people had yet experi- k’_N
enced their force, the princes afflumed an exorbitant 1610
power, and had almoft annihilated the conftitution unde

the weight of their prerogative; as foon as the commons
recovered from their- letharpy, }'.' feem to have been

aftonifhed at the danger, and were refolved to fecure li=
berty by firmer barriers, than their anc i’ru had hitherto
provided for it.

Hap James pofeffed a very rigid frugality, he might
have warded off this grifis fomewhat longer ; and wait-
ing patiently for a favourable opportunity to encreafe and
ﬁx his revenue, might have fecured the extenfive autho-
rity, tranfinitted to him. On the other hand, had the
commons been inclined to act with more generofity and
kindnefs towards their prince, they might probably have
turned his neceffities to good account, and have bribed
him to depart peaceably from the moft dangerous articles
of his prerogative. But he was a foreigner, and ignorant

of the arts of popularity ; they were foured by religious
prejudices and tenacious of their money: And, in this
fituation, it is no wonder, that, during this whole reign,
we f{carcely find an interval of mutual confidence and

friendfhip between prince and parliament.

THE king, by his prerogative alone, had, fome years

before, altered the rates of the cuftoms, and had efta-
blithed higher impofitions on feveral kinds of merchandize.

This exercife of power will naturally, to us, appear arbi-

trary and illegal ; vet :1ccorJinnr to the principles and
8. - e 5 o

prattices of that time, it might admit of fome apology.
The duties of tonnage and poundage were at firft granted
and for a limited

to the crown, by a.vote of

time ; and as the grant frequently expired and was re-

newed, there could not then arife a ny Cox‘tro‘.‘crfy con~-
f @ Cerfing the origin of the king’s right to levy thefe duties ;

VoL, VI. E and




plainly derived
But as Henry

1ad the revenue

prince, fo long in pof-

v to confider them
e, and regarded
, which rather

age to the

o

™

Crown, fixed no particular rates : The impofition was
given as a fhilling a pound, or five per cent. on all com-
I‘:l‘./‘\:’lflli‘o: It was left to 'H': king 1 and the privy

council, aided by the advice of fuch merchants as they
fhould think proper to confult, to fix the value of goods,
]

+he .v.; = 7 ey s e A

3
and thereby the rates of the cuitoms: And as
ELRR 1 q ¥ - e

nad oeen I\A‘»Av»‘ LTI Ci1C Uiic CIy Cif ©

xed by one

ght be LL)X\?ZL.L‘J by :mothcr;

1erent in the crown,

f, the r*.gut of correcting

ited by the people,

it of the ]aw Lv fixing

But

befides this reafor feems plaufible,.. if not
folid, the ] n that act of power by

. " N \ { ¢ 1 ] ¥ WY B e 1
diret precedents, fome in the 1 of Mary, fome in

b Wiawoeod, voi, 11, l:.g_:‘s,

the
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the beginning of Elizabeth <. Both thefe princefles had, C;;VL‘T Py

without confent of parliament, altered the rates of parti- .y
cular commodities 3 and as their fiti had, all 1016

along, been f{ubmitted to wi th out 2 murmur; and ftill
1

continued to be levied, the king
>

hend, that a farther exertion of the fame ;1uthor1t\' ".x);‘l.x

give any occafion of complaint. That lefs umbra

might be taken, he was moderate in the new rates,

, during his whole

which he eftablithed : The cuftoms
reign, rofe only from 127,000 pounds a-year to 190,000 3
though befides the encreafe of the rates, there was a
fenfible encreafe of commerce and induftry during that
period : All commodities, befides, which might ferve to
the fubfiftence of the people, or might be confidered as
materials of manufactures, were exempted from the ney
impofitions of James ¢ : But all this precaution could not
prevent the complaints of the commons. A fpirit of
liberty had now taken poffeflion of that houfe: The
leading members, men of an independent genius and
large views, began to regulate their opinions, more by
the future confequences which they forefaw, than by the
former precedents which were fet before them ; and the 3
lefs afpired at maintaining the ancient conftitution, than
at eftablifhing a new one, and a freer, and a better. In
their remonftrance to the king on this occafion, they
obferved, it to be a general opinion, That the re

that practice might be extended much farther, even to the i~
ser ruin of the ancient liberty of the kingdom, and the Jubjelts®
right of property i their lands and goods ©, Though ex-

prefsly forbid by the king to touch his pr rerogative, they
paﬁld a bill abolithing thefe impofitions ; which was re=
je€ted by the houfe of lords,

¢ Journ. 18th April, sth and roth May, 1614, &¢, 20th Februaty,
See alfo Sir John Davis’s queftion concerning impofitions, p,

d Sir John Davis’s queftion concetning impofit
; 23d May, 1610,
v § PN T
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C H AP, I anotheraddrefs ©0 the king, they objected to the
XLVE Tt . s
— — practice of borrowi

3310, the fubj

d # W o,
ao upon privy feals, and defired, that
ng upon privy

fhould’ not be forced to lend money to his

{on for their refufal. Some mur-

re threwn out in the houfe againft a new
he licerce of wines f. It muft be con-
and monopolies were eftablifhed

ncient zs well as recent precedents; though

. to all the principles of a free

govcmmc:zt E,

TuE houfe likewife difcovered fome difcontent againft

the king’s proclamaticns.  James told them, That though

be well knew, by the corflitution and policy of the kingdom,
that proclamations werenot of equal force with laws; yet beé
thought it a duty incumlent on bim, and a power infeparably
annexed to the crown, to reffrain and prevent ﬁzcb mrfc/?zefs
and inconveniencies as be faw growing on the flate, againfi
awhich no certain law was extant, and which might tend to
ubject, if there fhould be no re=
weeting of a parliament. And this

prerogative, he adds, - our proger

the oreat detriment of the

medy provided till

sitors havey, in all timesy
ufed and enjoyed ®. The intervals between feflions, we

quifite for a prince to Interpofe by his prerogative. The

legality of this exerton was eftablithed by uniform and
undifputed pradtice ; and was even acknowledged by
lawyers, who made, however, this difference between
faws and proclamations, that the authority of the former
was perpetual,’ that «f the latter expired with the fove-
reign who emitted them !.  But what the authority could
be, which bound the fubjeéts, and yet was different from
the authority of lawsand inferior to it, feems inexplicable

f Parliament, Hift, vol.7. p. 241, £ See note [F] at the end of
the volume, b Parlament. Hift, volsv, p. 250, b Jousns
32 May, 3624,
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by any maxims of

ftance,’ as in many

yate the lith conftitution was

mnued acqut

was enabled, by conti

to'eftablifh it on fixt principles of liberty.

tenuve

Upron the fettlement of the reformation, that

AR 1 , G 3
branch of power, which regards ecclefiaftical matters,

being ' then ‘without an owner, feem

d to belong to the

firlt occupant ; and Henry VIII. failed not immediately

to feize it, and to exert it even to the utmoft

tyranny. The pm.L"mn of it was continued with Edward;
mbi

was fo remarkably jealous of this flower of hcr crown,

that {he feverely reprim: ment, if they

prefumed to intermeddle in ters ; and they were

and to afk

{o over-awed by her authority, as to {ful

jaments were

pardon on thefe occaf 51

much lefs obfequious. They ventured to lift up their

eyes, and to confider this prerogative. They there faw

Aolatse i Brevcet of sovernment.: pofitfad by thesks
a large province of government, poilefied by the king

alone, and fcarcely ever ¢ommunicated with the parlia-

ment.  ‘They were fenfible, that this province admitted
) 5 I

K not of any exaét boundary or circumfeription. They had
felt, that the Roman pontiff, in former ages, under pre=
tence of religion, was gradually making advances to ufurp
the whole civil power. They dreaded ftill more danger-

ous confequences from the claims of their own fovereig

who refided among them, and who, in many other re-

{peéts, poflefled fuch unlimited authority. They therefore

deemed it abfolutely neceflary to circumfcribe this branch

of prerogative, and accordingly, in the preceding feflion,
they paffed a bill againft the eftablithment of any ecclefi-
aftical canons without confent of parliament*, But the

k Journ, 24, 11th December ; sth March, 1606,

E 3 houfe
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€ H A P.houfe of lords, as is ufual, defended the barriers of the
XLVI. g i
l}hf\; throne, and rejected the bi
5 In this feflion, t

ffing anew the

{ame bill, made remonitrances againit the proceedings of
A i P T+ vecanired ne et etFae

the hioh commiffion court '. 1t required no great penetra
o = .1 ..

tion to fee the extreme danger to liberty, :‘,1'1;’A!1g from

government.  But

with the application of the

1¢

large difcretionary powers in a re

James refufed
= P oYy 1 3
commons. He was probably fenfible, that, befides the

diminution of his authority, many inconveniencies muft

t from the abolifhing of all difcretionary

power in every magiftrate ; and that.the laws, were they

ver {o care ed, could not poffibly

provide

. : r 1
nft every contingency ; much lefs, where they

a {ufficient degree of :Lccuracy

had not, as yet,

and refinement.

BuT the bufinefs, which chiefly occupied the com-
mons, during this feffion, was the abolition of wardfhips
and purve o itives, which had been more or

s touched on, ever

7 {effion, during thé whole reign of

ames. - In this affair, the commons employed the pro-

per means, ht intitle them to fuccefs : They

offered the king a fe > as an equivalent for the

powers, which he fhould part with; and the king was

willing to hearken to terms. After much difpute, he

offered to give up thefe prerog

tives for 200,000 pounds
g-year, which they agreed to confer upon him™. And
nothing

1 Parliament. Hilt, vol. v. p. 247. Kennet, p. 681,
m We learn from Winwood’s Memorials, vol. ii. p, 193. the reafon af.

figned for this particular fum, ¢

1ience my lord treafurer came to the

¢¢ price; and hereh g would no more rife and fall like a mer-

¢ chant, That he would not have a flower of his crown (meaning the court of
¢ wards) fo much tofled ; that it was too dainty to be fo handled : And then
¢ he faid, that he mut deliver the very countenance and charader of the

* king’s mind out of his own hand-writing : Which, before he read, he

 faid

AL

inten
the b
parl
ot
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nothing remained, towards clofing the bargain, but that C H A P.
g ¢ = 39 SRR

the commons fthould determine the funds, from which m ~0
d 1610,

this fum fhould be levied
vanced to bring fo difficult a matter to a full conclufion ;

and though the parliament met acain, towards- the end

of the year, and refumed the :'111cuirm they were neve

able to terminate an afi

ir, upon which they feemed fo

intent. The journals of that feffion are loft; and, as

the hiftorians of this reigh are very negligent in relating

parliamentary affairs, of whofe importance they were

not fufficiently 2 ppuiu. we know not exatly the reafon
of this ﬂxilm‘c. It only appears, that the king was ex-

tremely diffatisfied with the condu&t of the parliament,

and foon after diffolved it. This was his firft parliament,
and it fat near feven years.

In the midft of all thefe attacks, fome more, fome
lefs violent, on royal prerogative, the king difplayed, as
openly as ever, all his exalted notions of monarchy and
the authority of princes. Evenina fpccch to the parlia-

ment, ed for fupply; and where he fhould

naturally have ufed every art to ingratiate him{elf with
that affembly, he exprefled himfelf in thefe terms: ¢ I
¢« conclude, then, the point, touching the power of
¢t kings, with this axiom of divinity, that, as

< gwhat God may do, is blafphemy, but what (

¢ faid he would acquaint. us with a pleafant conceit of his
¢ concerning the number of nir efcore thoufand pounds

¢ number, he could not .).I_“, becaufe

h they ferved fo many mu

who were always b

was the number of the es, when the traitor, Judas, was away; and

¢¢ therefore might beft be ed by his majefty : But tl 2 mean

number, which might | us both; and that wvas ten :

* my lord treafurer, is a facred number 5 for fo many were G¢

ments, which tend to virtue and edification.’® If the cor

voted 20,000 pounds a-year more, on ‘vcmmt of this pleafant

king ar

the treafurer, it was ce he beft paid wit, for its

that ever was in the woild,
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- € that divines may lawfully and do ordinarily difpute

¢ and difcufs ; fo is it fedition in {ubjeéls to difpute what
] : g 3 1Q 7 ro b %
¢ a king may do in the height of his power. But jufk

¢ kings will ever be willing to declare what they will

they will not incur the curfe of God: I will
¢ not bc content, that my power be difputed upon ; but
¢¢ I {hall ever be willir

ng to make the reafon appear of
my doings, and rul

o
e my a&tions according to my

cc 134

laws. ",
gative in that

Notwithftanding the great extent of prero-

e, thefe expreflions would probably give
fome offence.  But we may obferve, that, as the king’s
defpotifm was more {peculative than pm@mca] fo the in-
depe i ency of the commons was, at this time, the re=

verfe; and, though ftrongly fupported by their: prefent

fituation as well as difpofition, was too new and recent
to be as yet founded on fyftematical principles and
opinions °.

TH1s year was diftinguithed by a memorable event,
which gave great ala“n and concern in England ;
murder of the French monarch ‘oy the poinard of the
fanatical Ravalliac. With his dea , the glory of the
French monarchy fuffered an eclipfe fo fome years ; and
that kingdom falling under an adminiftration weak and
bigotted, faétious and diforderly, the Auftrian greatnefs
began anew to appear formidable to Europe. In Eng-
land, the antipathy to the catholics revived a little upon
this tragical event; and fome of the laws, which had
been formerly ena&ed, in order to keep thefe religionifts
in awe, began now to be executed with greater rigour
and feverity »,

THOUGH James’s timidity and indolence fixed him,

du'mﬂr moft of his reign, in a very prudent inattention

» K. James’s Works, p. 53%. © See note [G] at the end of the
volume, P Kennet, p, 6344
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to forefgn affairs, there happened, this year, an event inC H A B,
Europe of fuch-mighty cenfequence as to rouze him from V}:,Y.I,__;
his lethargy, and fummon up all his zeal and- enterprize. .
A profeffor of divinity, named Vor tius, the difciple of
Arminius, was called from a German to a Dutch univer- Arminia-
fity; and ‘as he differed from- his Britannic Majefty " em
fome nice queftions coneerning the intimate eflence and
fecret decrees of God, he was confidered as a dangerous
rival in fcholaf¥ic fame, and was, at laft, obliged to yield
to the legions of that reyal doéter, whofe fyllogifms he
{ might have refuted or eluded. If vigour was wanting in
other incidents of James’s reign; here he behaved even
with haughtinefs and infolence ; and the ftates were ob-
liged, after feveral remonftrances, to deprive e Vorftius of

his chair, and to banifh him their dominions . The

king CJIHCd no farther his p;ofccum\)m again{t that pro-
f&iior though he had very charitably hin ted to the ftates,
Thaty as to,the burning of Vorflius ju}' his blafphemies and
atheifm, he. left them. to their own chrifiian wifdom 5 but
Surely never heretic better deferved the flames ™. It is to be
i remarked, that, at this period, all over Europe, except
in Holland alone, the practice of burning heretics fhill
prevailed, even in proteftant countries ; and inftances

were not wanting in England, during the reign of James.

To confider James in a more advantageous light, we

muft take a view of him as the legiflator of Ircland and
moft of the inftitutions, which he had framed for ~ivi-
lizing that kingdom, being finifhed about this period,

may not here be improper to give fome account of them.
He frequently boafts of the management of Ireland
hfs mafter-piece ; and it will appear, upon inquiry, that
i his vanity, in this particular, was not altogether without
‘ foundation,

f i ¥ Keanct, p, 775, » K, James’s Works, p. 355

f AFTER




HISTORY OF

g
ArTER the fubjeltion ol

more difiicult tafk ftill remair

e r B
inhabitants, to reconcile them to laws d induftry, and
to render their fubjeétion c to.the crown

of England. James k 1< a fteady,

regular, and wel > {pace of
nine years, i

advances towards the reformation o

hﬁ
£
z

 to abolifh the Irifh cuftoms,

1 - - 1 s |
ied the place of laws, and which were calou-

e for ever in a ftate of barbarifm

ceep that peop
I
and diforder
By the Breho
enormous, was punifhed, not with death, but by a fine
16 :

every crime, howyever

, which

or pecuni
Murder

rac

1

tions, was
ac L’hnl]
|

fixed to

needed not fear

This
called his eric. - When Sir '»"‘-fil]i:‘;m 1“it;c','.'lm

lord deputy, told Maguire, that he was to ';"cnd a the

B
o
4
=
o
g
B

into Fermannah, which, a little before, h:
a county, ; ith 1

faid Maguire, /b
lﬁfy‘};‘:?':’.w;r: 1 . ]
pwp/u cut it ”F I may levy the money upon the county p: As
ti other tre i

for of ,; flion,
:
h

weie t ed, that no ;1-::1;15.‘(1' was afhi3

and no redrefs for fuch offences could ever be obtained.
TuE cuftoms of Gavelkinde and Taniftry were attended

with the fame abfurdity in the

2 P, 259, edit, 1631 °
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of any perfon, his land, by the cuftom of C 1’1 é\IP
s divided among all the males of the fept ‘_ﬁ y
baftard and legitimate: And, after par- = 161%

tition made, if any
fhared out amon;

cretion, made a new partition of all the lands, belonging

of the fept died, his portion was not

fons 5 but the chieftain, at his dif-

to that fept, and gave every one his thare ». ~ As no man,
by reafon of this cuftom, enjoyed the fixed property of
any land ; to build; to plant, to inclofe, to cultivate, to
improve, would have been: fo much loft labour.

'THE chieftains and the Tanifts, thou'rh drawn from
the principal families, were not hereditary, but were
eftablifl

ed by election, or, more properly fpeaking, by
force and violence. Their authority was abfolute ; and, |
notwithftanding that certain lands were afligned to the
office, its chief profit refulted from exations, dues, affefi~
ments, for which there was no fixed law, and which
were levied at pleafure 9. Hence arofe that common bye-
word among the Irith, That they dwelt weflward g of the law,
which dwelt beygnd the river of the Barrow : NIeanmg the
country, where the Englifh inhabited, and which ex-

tended not beyond the compafs of twenty miles, lying in
the neighbourhood of Dublin =

ArTER abolithing thefe Irith cuftoms, and fubftituting
Englith law in their place; James, having taken all the
natives under his protection, and declared them free citi-
zens, proceeded to goverr them by a regular adminiftra-
tion, military asv rell as civil,

A fufficient army was maintained, its difcipline in-
fpe&ted, and its pay tranfmitted from England, in order
to keep the foldiers from preying upon the country, as
had been ufual in former reigns. When Odoghartie

,mcd an infurretion, a reinforcement was fent over,

P Sir John Davis, p. 167, 9 1d. p, 173, ¥ Id, p. 237,

and
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€ H A P.and the flames of that rebellion were immediately extin-
XLVI,

e~ guithed.

2612, Apr'minds being firft quieted by an’ univerfal indem=
nity ¢ ;. circuits were eftablithed, juftice adminiftered;
oppreflion bdm:’.}‘cd, and crimes and diforders of every
kind feverely’ punifhed t. As the Irifh had been univer=
fally cnmrrcd in the rebellion againft Elizabeth, a refig
nation of all the rights, which had been formerly granted
them to feparate  jurifdictions, was rigoroufly exated;
and no authority, but that of the king and the law, was
permitted throughout the kingdom *.

A refignation of all private eftates was even required ;
and when-they were reftored, the proprictors received
them under fuch conditions as might prevent, for the fu=
ture, all tyranny and oppreflion over the common people.
The value of the dues, which the nobles ufually claimed
from their vaflals, was eftimated at a fixed fum, and
all further arbitrary exactions prohibited under fevere
penalties *.

THE whole province of Ulfter having fallen to the
crown by the attainder of rebels; a company was efta-
blithed in London, for planting new colonies in that fer-
tile country: The property was divided into' moderate
thares, the largeft not exceeding 2000 acres: Tenants
were brought over from England and Scotland: The
Irith were removed from the hxhs and faftnefles, and fet-
tled in the open country : Hufbandry and the arts were
taught them : A fixed habitation fecured : Plunder and
robbery puniﬂx‘:d t And, by thefe means, Ulfter,. from be-
ing the moft wild and diforderly province of all Ireland,
foon became the beft cultivated and moft civilized 7.

SucH were the arts, by which jzimcs introduced huma-
nity and juftice among a people, who had ever been

$ Sir John Davis, p, 263, t Id. p. 264, 263, &c. u Id, p. 276,
% Id. p. 278, ¥ Ids p. 230,
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buried in the moft profound barbarifm. Noble cares!CH A P,
much fuperior to the vain. and criminal glory of con—ﬂ
quefls ; but requiring ages of perfeverance and attention 1612
to perfe&t what had been fo happily begun.

A LAUDABLE a& of juftice was, about this time, exc-
cuted in England upon lord Sanquhir, 2 Scotch noble-~
man, who had been guilty of the bafe aflaffination of
Turner, a fencing-mafter. The Englith nation, who
were generally diffatisfied with the Scots, were enraged
at this crime, equally mean and atrocious ; but James
appeafed them, by preferring the feverity of law to the
interceflion of the friends and family of the criminal %,

2 Kennet, p, 683,
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Death of Prince Hen

]ﬁ..h.’[/\w’ ““"/7 I/L i ”’”'ll//”

y—-Marriage of the Princefs

—Rife of Somerfet
His marriage——Querbury poifoned —— Fall
of Somerfet Rife of Bu ‘.f;f{;/.'/?iiz -Caunti-

onary towns deli

of Scotland.

CHAP. 88 HIS year the fudden death- of Hcm'y prince of
LV : . y
. G i \V‘zlcs, diffufed an unive

1612« nation. 'Tho’ youth and royal birth, both of them ftro ong

1 grief rhmmrhout the

Nov. 6th, allurements, prcoc‘;i;is men mightily in favour of the
Death <t » ¢

Pesota early age of all princes; itis with peculiar fondnefs, that
Henry.  hiftorians mention Henry : And, in every refpe&, his

merit feems to have been ext aordinary. He had not
reached his eighteenth year, and he already pofiefled more

dignity in his behaviour, and commanded more refpelt,

than his father, with all his age, learning, and experi-

ence. Neither his high fortune, nor his youth, had

feduced him into any irregular pleafures: Bufinefs and
P o }

ambition 1 to have been his fole paffion. His incli-
nations, as VJ\.” s exercifes, were entirely martial. The
French ambaflador, taking leave of him, and afking his
commands for France, found him employed in the exer-
cife of the pike ; Tu/_wnr king, {aid he, in what occupas
tion you left me engaged *.  He had conceived great affec-
tion and efteem for the brave Sir Walter Raleigh. It
was his faying, Sure no king but my Sather would keep fuch

@ bird in a cage®. He feems indeed to have nourifhed

@ The French Monarch had given particular orders to his minifters to culs
tivate the prince’s friendth p,\ who muft foon, faid he, have chief authority
in England, where the L“ 1
Dep. de la Boderie, vol. 1. p 40

» Coke’s Dete@tion, p. 37,

w/®

in fo little eftimation, See
16, 3494

d \Xw'::n

toe
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on account of his Cv,ﬁ‘{_"}lf'-
~ . . Al .
pedantry and pufillanimity ; and by that means ftruck o — 2

too violént a contempt for the king

o?

in with the reftlefs and martial fpirit of the Englifh na- 1612,
tion. Had he lived, he had probably promoted the

‘t_)u‘h'vw not the felicity, of his people. The u.mmw

prepo fle

fion, which men Cozrmonly entertain in favour

of ambition, courag and other warlike vir-

tues, engages generous vho always love fame,
fuits as deftroy their own peace, and that of

mankind.

VIOLENT reports were propagated, as if Henry had

been carried off by poifon ; but the phyficians, on open-
J ’ J ] k

s to confirm fuch an

ing his body, found no {ymptor
> 4 J

The bold and criminal malignity of men’s
tongues and pens {pared noteven the king on that oc-
c::;’ion. But that prince’s charaéter feems rather to have
failed in the extreme of facility and humanity, than in
that of cruelty and violence. His indulgence to Henry
was great, and perhaps imprudent, by giving hima large
and independent fettlement, even in fo early youth,

THE marriage of the princefs Elizabeth, with Fre- 1613
deric, Ele&or Palatine, was fini '1 ed 1f\v““ time after the
death of the prince, and ferved to diffipate the grief,

which arofe on that melancholy event. But this marri- g . =
age, though celebrated with great joy and feftivity, Marr
proved, itfelf, an unhappy event to the !.:inf:, as well as g

to his fon-in-law, and had ill confequences on the repu-"

tation and fortunes of both. The Eleftor, trufting to
> o

fo great an allidnce, eng: aged in enterprizes beyond his
ftrength: And the king, not being able to {i

in his diftrefs, loft entirely, in the end of his

roperiy o€ catied tne niltory o1 the

D, 24 Welweod, p. 272
37 YEAWQ0d; P 272,
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C H A P. court than that of the-nation.  An interefting objeét had,

X LVII,

i for fome years, engaged the attention of the court: It

1613,
Rife of So
merlet,

was a favourite, and one beloved by James with fo‘pro-
" fufe and unlimited an affeélion, as left no room for any
rival or.competitor. About the end of the year 1609,
Robert Carre, a youth of twenty years of age, and of 2
good family in Scotland, arrived in Loondon, after having
pafled fome time in his travels. All his natura] accom-
plithments confifted in good looks : All his acquired abi-
lities, in an eafy air and graceful demeanour. He had
letters of recommendation to his countryman lord Hay;
and that nobleman nofooner caft his eye upon him, than
he difcovered talents fufficient to entitle him immediately
to make a great figure in the government. Apprized of
the king’s paflion for youth, and beauty, and exterior
appearance, he ftudied how matters might be fo adjufted,
that this new object thould make the ftrongeft impreffion
upon him. Without mentioning him at court, he affigned
him the office, at a match of tilting, of prefenting to the

5?

king his buckler and device; and hoped that he would

attract the attention of that monarch. Fortune proved
favourable to his defign, by an incident, which bore, at
firft, a contrary afpet. When Carre was advancing to
execute his office, his unruly horfe flung him, and broke
his leg in the king’s prefence. -James approached him
with pity and concern: Love and affeGtion arofe on the
fight of his beauty and tender years; and the prince or-
dered him immediately to be lodged in the palace, and to
be carefullyattended. He himfelf, after the tilting, paid
him avifit in his chamber, and returned frequently du-
ring his confinement. The ignorance and fimplicity of
the boy finithed the conqueft, begun by his exterior
graces and accomplithments. Other princes have been
fond of chufing their favourites from among the lower
sanks of their {ubjefs, and have repofed themfelves on

them

fufic

gover

atqu

had 1
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therh with the mote unreferved confidence anl affe&ion, C H A P.
r bounty for e —u

becaufe the object has been beholden to the
every honour 4nd zcaulﬁtxon: James was d fi

o % 1613,
his favourite fhould alfo derive from him all his fenfe, ex-

ous that

I perience, and knowledge. Highly concmtcd of his own
wifdom, he pleafed himfelf with the fancy, that this raw

youth, by his leflons and inftructions, would, in a little

time, be equal to his fageft minifters, and be initiated
{: into all the profound 1ny(h.zcs of governmeént, on which
' he fet {o high a value, And as this kind of creation was

more perfeétly his own work than any other, he feems to
have indulged an unlimited fondnefs for his minion, be-
)ond even thdt which he bore to his own children. He

foon knighted him, created him Vifcount Rochefter,
gave him the garter, brought him into the privy-council,
and, tho’ at firft without affigning him any particular of-

fice, beftowed on him the fupreme direttion of all his

bufinefs and political concernis. Agreeable to this rapid

advancement in confidence and honour, were the fiches
heaped upon the needy favourite; and while Salifbury

and all the wifeft minifters could fcarcely find expedients

fufficient to keep in motion the overburthened machine of

government, James, with unfparing hand, loaded with

treafures this infignif
It is faid, that the k

1t and ufelefs pageant ‘.

ing found his pupil fo ill educated,

as to be ignorant even of the loweft rudiments of the La-
o tin tongue ; and that the monarth, laying afide the fcep-
tre, took the birch irto his royal hafsd, and inftructed
him in the principles of grammar. During the intervals
of this noble occupation, affairs of ftate would be intro-

duced ; and the ftripling, by the afcendant which he had
bled to_repay in political what he

3
had received in grammatical inftruction. Such f{cenes,

acquncd was now ena

and fuch incidents, are the more ridiculous, theugh the
d Kennet, p, 683, 686, &c.

14 Moy V1. F lefs
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rvrnahkle nerfonao
na-1gnobie perionag

intoxicated with

to be fenfible of his own ignorance
urfe to the affiftance and

more fortunate in his
vith fuch pampered minions. In
Sir Thomas Overbury he met with a judicious and fin-

ere counfellor, who, building all hopes of his own pre-

ferment on that of the young favourite, endeavoured to

inftill into him the principles of prudence and difcretion.

By zealoufly ferving every body, Carre was taught to
ight attend his fudden elevation:

abate the envy, which m

By fhewing a preference for the Englifh, he learned to
efcape the dices, which }‘)rm'aucd againft his coun-

try. And fo long

as he was contented to be ruled by

Overbury’s friendly counfels he enjoyed, what is rare
’ V37 p)

heft favour of the prince, without being hated by

‘T o.complete the meafure of courtly happinefs, nought

was wanting but a kind miftrefs ; '.a:\d, where high for-

tune concurred with all the graces of youth and beauty,

this circumftance could not be difficult to attain. Butit

was here that the favourite met with that rock, on which

es were wrecked, and which plunged him

into an abyfs of infamy, guilt, and mifery.

No fooner had James mounted the throne of England,
than he remembered-his friendfhip for the unfortunate
I Devereux, who had fuffered for
of Mary and to his own.

families of Howard an
ir attachment

to his blood and dignity,
and
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fomy

and conferred the titles of Suffol
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brothers of the houfe of Norfol
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the earl -of Effex with lady

f the earl of Suffolk. She
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ve and admiration  of the whole court.  But
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a hufband, he met
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But nothing could overcome her
ACY ”'“JJ the ftill rofe from his fide, \vichout having

LL)' 5 a4l
ed the nuptial p*;cdfk.u'c;. Difoufted with re-iterated

denials, he at lalt gave over t
him{lf from her, thenceforth abandoned her conduct to

ks g

her own will and difcretion,
SVCH coldnefs and averfion in k not
er. objeét.  The favourite

without an attachm
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CH AP tween them was not entire and indiffoluble. And the

Gy JOVET, 25 Well

as his miftrefs, was impatient, tifl theit
mutual ardour thould be crowned by marriage.

So momentous an affair could not be concluded with-
out confulting Overbury, with whom Rochefter was ac-
cuftomed to fhare all his fecrets. While that faithful
friend had confidered his patron’s attachment to the
countefs of Effex mierely as an affair of gallantry, he had
favoured its progrefs ; and it was partly owing to the in-
genious arid paflionate letters which he di&ated, that
Rochefter had met with fuch fuccefs in his addrefles.
Like an experienced courtier, ke thought, that a con-
queft of this nature would throw a luftre on the young
favourite, and weuld tend ftill further to endear him to
James, who was charnred to hear of the amours of his
court, and liftened with attention to every tale of gal-
lantry. But great was Overbury’s alarm, when Rochef-
ter mentioned his defign of marrying the Countefs ; and
he ufed every method to diffuade his friend from fo foolifh
an attempt. He reprefented, how invidious, how diffi-
cult an enterprize it was to procure her a divorce from her
hufband : How dangerous, how fhameful, to take into
his own bed a profligate woman, who, being married to
a young nobleman of the firft rank, had not fcrupled to
proftitute her charadtery and to beftow favours on the ob-
Ject of a capricious and momentary pafion. And, in the
zeal of friendfhip, he went fo far as to threaten Rochelter,
that he would feparate himfelf for ever from him, if he
could fo far forget his honour and his intereft as to pro-
fecute the intenided marriage .

RoeHESTER had the weaknefs to reveal this converfa-
tion to the Countefs of Effex; and when her rage and
fury broke out againft Overbury, he had alfo the weak-
nefs to enter inta her vindicive projects, and to fwear

k State Trials, vel, 3, P+ 235, 236,252, Franklyn, p. 14.
vengeance

by

Voo
ey

tene
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At vengeance againft his friend, for the utmoft inftance,C H A P,
S S 4 > XLVH
which he could receive, of his faithful friendfhip. Some o0

contrivance was neceflary for the execution of their pur- 3613

pofe. Rochefter addrefled himfelf to the king ;

b=

and after

complaining, that his own indulgence to Overbury had
begot in him a degree of arrogance, which was extremely

difagreeable, he procured a commiffion for his embafly to
Ruflia ; which he reprefented as a retreat for his friend,
both profitable and honourable, When confulted by
Overbury, he earneftly diffuaded him from accepting this
offer, and took on himfelf the office of fatisfying the king,
if he fhould be any-wife difpleafed with the refufal 1. To
the king again, he aggravated the infolence of Over-

li bury’s condu&, and obtained a warrant for committing April 21
him to the Tower,which James intended asa flight punifh-
ment for his difobedience. The lieutenant of the Tower

I was a creature of Rochefter’s, and had lately been put

into the office for this very purpofe: He confined Over-

bury fo ftritly, that the unhappy prifoner was debarred

the fight even of his neareft relations ; and no communi=

cation of any kind was allowed with him, during near
{ix months, which he lived in prifon.

f Tuis obftacle being removed, the lovers purfued their

purpofe ; and the king himfelf, forgetting the dignity of

i his chara&er, and his friendthip for the family of Effex,

entered zealoufly into the proje&t of procuring the Couns<
tefs a divorce from her hufband, Effex alfo embraced
the opportunity of feparating himfelf from a bad woman,
by whom he was hated ; and he was willing to fayour

their fuccefs by any honourable expedignt. The pre~
i tence for a divorce was his incapacity to fulfil the con-
jugal duties ; and he confefled, that, with regard to the
i Countefs, he was confcious of fuch an infirmity, though

i State Trials, vol. i, p. 236, 237, &e

F 3 he
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pofed of for fo many ti
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circulated to the 2a nt of 200,000 pounds : :Benevo=
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lences were exacted to the amount of 52,000 pounds:®:

g Qs expences P,  L1OWever

hopes of fuccefs, a2 new parliament muit be

()11 wnedient far - {uel :
1y rous expedient, ior lucs 1t
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was now become, once more be put to trial.

commons were aflemble
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everal perfons,
£

a contrederacy ;

plan for the new elections, ed their intereft
all over England, and had undertaken to fecurea majo=
; for the court. So ignorant were the commons, that
they knew not this incident to be the firft infallible fymp-

A Gk \ o
tom of any recular or effablithed liberty. Had they been
¥ (e J J

ontented to follow the maxims of their predeceflors,

tth of May, 1612. n Franklyn, p. 11, 1. o.1dem, p. 10,
6
Journ, 12 April, 2d May, 1614, &C. Franklyn,:p. 48,

3 e who,

1, D49 q Parliam. Hift. vol. v» p. . Kennet, p. 090,
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C H A P. who, as the ear] of Salifbury faid to the laft parliament,
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G

\— o never, but thrice in fix hundred years, refufed a fupplyr;

1634,

they needed not dread, that the crown fhould ever inte-
reft itfelf in their cle¢tions. Formerly, the kings even
infifted, that none of their houfehold fhould be elected
members ; and, though the charter was afterwards de-
clared void, Henry VI. from his great favour to the city
of York, conferred a peculiar privilege on its citizens,
that they fhould be exempted from this trauble 5, Itis

well known, that, in ancient times, a feat in the houfe

being confidered as a hurthen, attended neither with ho=
nour nor profit, it was requifite for the counties and
boroughs to pay fees to their reprefentatives.  About this
time, a feat began to be regarded as an honour, and the
country-gentlemen contended for it; though the pralice
of levying wages for the parliament-men was not alto=
gether difcontinued. It was not till long after, when
liberty was thoroughly eftablithed, and popular affemblies
entered into every branch of public bufinefs, that the
members began to join profit to honour, and the crown
found it neceflary to diftribute among them all the confis
derable offices of the kingdom,

So little fkill or fo fmall means had the courtiers, in
James’s reign, for managing eleftions, that this houfe of
commens fhowed rather 2 ftronger {pirit of liberty than
the foregoing ; and inftead of entering upon the bufinefs
of {upply, asurged by the king, who made them feveral
liberal offers of grace ¢, they immediately refumed the

* Journ. 37 Feb. 1609. It appears, however, that Salifbury was fomeq
what mifaken in this fa® : And if the kings were not oftener refufed fupply
by the parligment, it was only becaufe they would not often expofe them«
felves to the hazard of being refufed : But it is certain that Englith parlia-
ments did ancienly carry their frugality to an extreme, and feldom could bg
prevailed vpon to give the neceffary fupport to the goyernment,

2 Coke’s Inflitutes, part 4, chap, 1.

of charters of exemption,
¢ Journ, 31 April; 114,

fubject )

Tar, |

the o
indgy
refoly
Tan
fts,
into
forwg
eyl
2al

Plan




S0 A MR &0 L 73

fubject, which had been broached laft parliament, and CXH AP,
difputed his majefty’s power of levying new cuftoms ___
and impofitions, by the mere authority of his prero- 3614,
gative. It is remarkable, that, in their debates on this
fubje&, the courtiers frequently pleaded, as a precedent,
the example of all the ather hereditary monarchs in Eu-
rope, and particularly mentioned the kings of France and
Spain ; nor was this reafoning recejved by the houfe, ei-
ther with furprize or indignation . The members of the
oppofite party, either contented themfelves with denying
the juftnefs of the inference, or they difputed the truth
of the obfervation *, And a patriot member in particu-
lar, Sir Roger Qwen, even in arguing againft the impo-
fitions, very frankly allowed, that the king of England
was endowed with asample power and prerogative as any
prince in Chriftendom 7. The nations on the continent,
we may abferve, enjoyed {till, in_that age, fome fmall
remains of liberty; and the Englith were poflefled of
little more,

Tue commons applied to the lords for a conference
with regard to the new impofitions, A fpeech of Neile,
bithop of Lincoln, refle&ting on the lower houfe, begot
{ome altercation with the peers #; and the king feized
the opportunity of diffolving immediately, with great
indignation, a parliament, which had thown fo firma g4 June,
refolution of retrenching his prerogative, without com-
municating, in return, the fmalleft fupply to his necef-
{ities. He carried his refentment fo far as even to throw
into prifon fome of the members, wha had been the moft
forward in their oppofition to his meafures®, In vaindid
he plead, in excufe far this violence, the example of Eli-
gabeth and other princes of the line of Tudor, as well as
Plantagenet. The people and the parliament, without

u Journ, 31 May, 1614. x Journ. 12, 21 May, 1614.) Y Jourp.
38 April, 1614. z See note [H ] at the end of the volume.

# Kennet, p. 698
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appears {ufficient caufe of qn urel and mutual Lhi‘i;“'l](; yet

» we not t6 imagine, that this was the fole foundation

louly, which prevailed between them. « During

debates in the houfe, it often happened, thata pdl‘UCllldf

member, more ardent and zealous than the reft, would
nts of liberty, which the com=

mons contented t';;;mf;lvcs to hear with filence and feem-

ing approbation; and the king, informed of thcfc ha-
1

rangues, concluded the whole houfe to be infeéted with

the fame principles, and to be‘engaged in a combination

rift his prerogative. © The king, on the other hand,

ted himf{elf extremely on his king-craft, and

perhaps ‘Was: fiot altogether incapable of diffimulation,
feems to have been very little endowed with the gift of
fecrecy 5 but cpenly, at his table, in all companies, in-

od mo{m monarchical tenets, which hehad fo ftrongly
imbibed.  Before a numerous audience, he had exprefled
£ wi agement of the common law of

d, and had given the preference, in the ‘ftrongeft
terms, to the civil Taw : ‘And for. this indifcretion he found
iged to apologi in a {peech to the former

parliament ®. Asa fpe

cimen ‘of his ufual liber ty of talk,

y menticn a ftory, though it pafled fome time after,

I which
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which we meet with in the life of

that poet ufed frequently to repeat.

he had the curiofity to go to cou

company, there fat at table two

drews, The king propofed aloud this queft

he might not take his

5. Andrews ¢ ed anfwering, and faid, he

{killed in parliames cafes : But upon the

ne him, and faying he would admit of no eva-

had hitherto efcaped the enquiry of

juftice ; but he had not efcaped that ftill voice, which S

can make itfelf be heard amidft all the hurry and flattery

o - L2258 REUATs B
of a court, and aiio

s the criminal with a juft repre-
fentation of his moft huu enormities. Confclous of the
¢r of his friend, Somerfet received {fmall confola-

tion from the enjoyme

=
=
-t
(&
¢

kind-

ety of his man-

bliging behaviour

wWer filence. And the king,
whofe ons ht{:‘; hfm engaged by thefe fuperficial ‘
accomplifhmer began to eftrange himfelf fiom a nan,

who no lonoer contributed to his amufement.
THE {a

jous courtiers obferved the firft fymptoms of
this difguft : Somerfet’s enemies feized the opportunity,

and offered a new minion to the king. George Villiers,

a youth of one-and-twenty, younger brother of a good
J <9 i~

ler’s Werks,

family,
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C H A P. family, returned at this time from his travels, and was

fry ¢
XLVIL : : !
“— ~ remarked for the advantages of a handfome perfon, gen. nft
615 teel air, ahd fafhionable appartl. Ata comedy, he wag i
purpofely placed full in James’s eye, -and immudiate}y T

engaged the attention, and, in the fame inftant, the af-
fections of that monarch ¢. Afhamed of his fudden at-
tachment, the king endeavoured, but in vain, to con-
ceal the partiality, which he felt for the handfome
firanger ; and he employed all his profound politics to

1

fix him in his fervice, without feeming to defire it. He
declared his refolution not to confe any office on him,
unlefs entreated by the queen ; and he pretended, that it
fhould only be in complaifance to her choice, he would

agree to admit him near his perfon. The queen was im-

7 applied to ; but fhe, well knowing the extreme,

to which the king carried thefe utmchmcma, refufed, a
firft, to lend her countenance to this new paflion. It

<
)
w
3

Q
o

till entreated by Abbot, archbithop of Canter-
b,:*v, a decent prelate, and one much prc')udiced againft

Somerfet, that the would condefcend to oblige her huf-

avour of hime, A;xd the king,

thinking no appearances were fully faved, no I

longer con ﬁ ined his affeétion, but immediately beftowed 4

ths office of cup-bearer on young Villiers, :?:}_

TrE whole court was thrown into parties between the Wer

two minions ; while fome endeavoured to advance the 'L“‘

rifing fortunes of Villiers, others deemed it fafer to ad- “;z

\ i here to the eftablithed credit of Somerfet. The king ‘;_l;;
é himfelf, divided between inclination and decorum, en- e:{.
N creafed the doubt and ambiguity of the courtiers; and &
i the ftern jealoufy of the old favourite, who refufed every z’“
it advance of friendfthip from his rival, begat perpetual w
i quarrels between their feveral partizans, but the difco- o
prioy

g ¢ Franklyn, p. 30. Kennet, wol. ii. p- 698, ¢ Coke, p. 46, 47 ;Tl'd'i
4 - 't

Rufh, yol, i, p. 456,

VCIY
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1

very of Somerfet’s guilt in the murder of Overbury, at
laft decided the controverfy, and expofed him to the ruin
and infamy, which he fo well merited.

AN apothecary’s "prentice, who had been émployed in
making up the poifons, having retired to Flufhing, began
to talk very freely of the whole fecret; and the affair at
laft came to the ears of Trumbal, the king’s envoy in thé
Low Countries. By his means, Sir Ralph Winwood,
fecretary of ftate, was informed; and he immediately
carried the intelligence to James. The king, alarmed
and aftonifhed to find fuch enormous guilt in a man whom
he had admitted into his bofom, fent for Sir Edward
Coke, chief juftice, and earneftly recommended to him
the moft rigorous and unbiafled fcrutiny. This injunc~
tion was executed with great induftry and feverity: The
whole labyrinth of guilt was carefully unravelled: The
lefler criminals, Sir Jervis Elvis, lieutenant of the Tower,
Franklin, Wefton; Mrs. Turner, were firft tried and
condemned : Somerfet and his countefs were afterwards
found guilty : Northampton’s death, a little before, had
faved him from a like fate.

It may not be unworthy of remark, that Coke, in the
trial of Mrs. Turner, told her, that {he was

guilty of
the feven deadly fins: She was a whore, a bawd, z for-
cerer, a witch, a papift, a felon, and a murderer®. And
what may more {urprize us, Bacen, then attorney-gene-
ral, took care to obferve, that poifoning" was a popifh
trick 2. Such were the bigotted prejudices which prevail-
ed in this age : Poifoning was not, of itfelf, fufficiently
odious, if it was not reprefented as a branch of popery.
Stowe tells us, that, when the king came to Neweaftle,
on his firft entry into England, he gave liberty to all the
prifoners, except thofe who were confined for treafon,
murder, and papi/fry.  'When one confiders thefe circum=
f State Trials, vol. i, p.230. £ Ibid, vol.i. p.242.
5 ftances,

*
i
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e juftice all the criminals:
of blaming him too harfhly, if,
roach of the fatal hour, he fcrupled to deliver

into the hands of the executioner, perfons whom he had

once favoured with his moft tender affe@ions. To foften

the rigour of their fate, after fome years’ imprifonment,
he reftored them to their liberty, and conferred on them
a penfion, with which they retired, and languifhed out
infamy and aobfcurity. ‘Their guilty loves
were turned into the moft deadly hatred ; and they. paffed

many years together in the fame houfe, without any in-
tercourfe or correfpondence with each other b,
_, SEVERAL hiftorians %, in relating thefe events, have
3 on the diffimulation of James’s behaviour,
ivered Somerfet into the hands of the chief
on the infolent menaces of that criminal ; on

his 'Ju-vrn::o“" re fuﬁl to ﬂ'and a t": 1; and on the ex-

Alldwing all mcfc cncunuance; to bc true,
¥ of which fome are fui'pf
b

ious, if not palpably falfe ¥, the
ernefs, which James fll felt for
ps, be fufficient to account for them.

. rited ; and refolute rather to
e 3:11":1111&? to which he was ex-
e e
i pofed: James was fenfib ole, that the parc loning of fo great
[ h Kennet, v i Col 5 k See Biog. Brit.
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}:im '. At-leaft; the umcfcrvul confidence, in -which

the king had indulged: ‘his favourite - for .feveral years

might render Somerfet mafter of fo many,fe

is impoflible,” without farther light, to aflign
cularcaufe. of that fuperiority, rwhich, it is:faid, he ap-
peared fo much to aflume.

TrE fall of Somerfet,: and his banifhmen
opened the way for Villiers to mount up at once
full height ' of favour, of honours, and of riches. Flad

James’s paffion been governed by comm

n rules of pru

d h:
liersto hisiperfon, and might well have contented ene of

dence, the office of cup-~bearer wou

ve Attarhed il
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his ag

and family; nor would any one, who was

cymcgi‘v auftere, have much cenfured the fingularity of
the king’s choice in his friends and favourites. . But {uch

advancement was far inferior to the fortune, which he

e

intendéd: for his minion. In the courfe of a
he createu hxl"'\ Vv 11":0L.“- \ illie
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e rafh, preci

1616,

Cautionary
towns deli-
yereds

pitate, and infolent:

A ¥ouNG ininior to gratify with pleafute, a neceffits
ous family to fupply with riches, were eriterprizes too
great for the empty exchequer of James. In order to
obtain a little money, the cautionary towns muft be des
livered up to the Dutch; a meafure which has been fe-
verely blamed by almoft all hiftorians ; and I may ven-
ture to affirm, that it has been cenfured much beyond its
real weight and importanee.

WHEN queen Elizabeth advanced money. for the fups
port of the infant republic ; 'befides the view of fecuring
herfelf againt the power and ambition of Spain, fhe fill
referved the profpe&t of re-imburfement; and fhe got
configned into her hands the three important fortrefles of
Flufhing, the Brille, and Rammekins, as pledges for the
money due to her. Indulgent to the neceffitous condi-
tion of the ftates, fhe agreed that the debt thould bear no
intereft ; and fhe ftipulated, that, if ever England thould
make a feparate peace with Spain, fhe fhould pay the
troops, which garrifoned thofe fortrefles .

AFTER the truce was concluded between Spain and
the United Provinces, the States made an agreement with
the king, that the debt, which then amounted to 8oe,000
pounds, fhould be difcharged by yearly payments of
40,000 pounds; and as five years had elapfed, the debt
was now reduced to 600,000 pounds, and in fifteen years
more, if the truce was renewed, it would be finally ex-
tinguithed . But of this fum, 26,000 pounds a-year
were expended on the pay of the garrifon : The remain-
der alone accrued to the king : And the States, weighing
thefe circumitances, thought, that they made James a

n Rymer, tom. xvi, p. 341. Winwood, vol, ii. ps 35% ° Sis
Dudley Carleton’s letters, p. 27, 28,
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very advantageous offer, when they exprefled their wil-crg‘ﬁf'
lingnefs, on the furrender of the cautionary towns, to.pay (o —y
him immediately 250,000 pounds, ahd to incorporate 2616
the Englifh garriforis in their army. It occurred alfo to

the king; that even the payment of the 40,000 pounds as

year was precarious; and depended on the accident of the
truce’s being renewed between Spain ahd the Low Coun-
tries : If war broke out, the maintenance of the garrifons
lay upon England alone; a burthen very ufelefs and too
heavy for the flender revenues of that kingdom : That
even during the truce, the Dutch; ftraiteried by other
expences, were far from being regular in their payments ;
and the garrifons were at prefent in danger of mutinying
for want of fubfiftance : T'hat the annual {um of 1450004
the whole faving on the Dutch payments, amounted; in
fifteen years, to no more than 210,000 pounds’; whereas
2505000 pounds were offeréd immediately; a 1

and if money be computed at ten per cent; the -
intereft, more than double the fum to which England
was entitled P : That if James waited till the whole debe
was_difcharged, the troops; which compofed the garri-
fons, remained a4 burthen upon him; and could not be
b b
broken; without receiving fome confideration for their
paft fervices : That the cautionary towns were only a
temporary reftraint upon the Hollanders s and in the pre-
/ I ? i
fent emergence; the conjunction of intereft between Eng=
land and the republic was fo intimate as to render all
other ties fuperfluous; and no reafonable meafures_for
I 3
mutual fupport would be wanting from the Dutch; ‘even
though freed. from the dependence of thefé garrifons
‘T'hat the excheque

t of the republic was at prefent very
: ! b

P An annuity of 14,600 pcunds duria

per cent, is worth on compt

received 260,000 ¢ Yer  tne bargain w
| % (, : - ~
King ; becaufe they were both of them freed from the o

gdl’l: ons,
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;,.\,__J.ndq of France were withdrawn, to maintain themfelves

1616,

6th June.,

617,
A ffairs of
Scotland.

in that pofture of defence, which was requifite during the
truce with Spain: And that the Spaniards were per~
petually infifting with the king on the reftitution of thefe
towns, as belonging to their crown ; and no cordial al-
liance could ever be made with that nation, while they
remained in the hands of the Englith ¢, Thefe reafons,
together with his L"‘gf*nt wants, induced the king to ac-
cept of Caron’s offer ; and he evacuated the cautionary
towns, which held the States in a degree of fubjetion,
and which an. ambitious and enterprizing prince would
have regarded as his moft valuable poflefiions. “This
is the date of the full liberty of the Dutch common-
wealth.

WHEN the crown of England devolved on James, it
might have been forefeen by the Scotch nation, that the
independence of their kino'dom, the object for which
their anceftors had thed fo much blood, would now be
loft ; and that, if both ﬂatcs perfevered in maintaining fe-
parate laws and parliaments, the weaker would feel more
fenfibly the {fubjekion, than xf it had been totally fubdued
by force of arms. But thefe views did not generally oc-
cur. The glory of having given a fovereign to their
powerful enemy, the advantages of prefent peace and tran-
quillity, the riches adquired from the munificence of theiz
mafter ; thefe confiderations fecured their dutiful obedi-
ence to a prince, who daily gave fuch fenfible proofs of
his friendfhip and partiality towards them. Never had
the authority of any king, who refided among them,
been fo. firmly eftablithed as was that of JZHD&:, evem
when abfent; and as the adminiftration had been hitherto
conduclted with great order and tranquillity, there had

9 Rufhworth, vol, iy p, 2

happened
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happened no occurrence to draw thither our attention, C H A Ps

But this fummer, the king was refolved to pay a vifit t0 wm,~=d
his native countty, in order to renew his ancient friend- N’ﬁ;j
thips and connexions, and to introduce that change of
ecclefiaftical difcipline and government, on which his
mind was extremely intent. 'The three chief points of
this kind, which James propofed to accomplith by his
journeéy to Scotland, were the enlarging of epifcopal au-
thority, the eftablifhing of a few ceremonies in public

worfhip, and the fixing of a {uperiority in the civil above
the ecclefiaftical jurifdiction.
Bur it is an obfervation, fuggefted by all hiftory, and

by none more than by that of James and his fucceflor,
that the religious fpirit, when it mingles with faction,
contains in it fomething fupernatural and unaccountable ;
and that, in its operations upon fociety, effets cosrefpond
lefs to their known caufes than is found in any’ other
circumftance of government. A refle¢tion, which may,

at once, afford a fource of blame againft {uch fovereigns
as lightly innovate in fo dangerous an article, and of
apology for fuch, as being engaged in an enterprize of
that nature, are difappointed of the expected event, and

fail in their undertakings.

WuEeN the Scottith nation was firft feized with that
zeal for reformation, which, though it caufed fuch dif-
turbance during the time, has fince proved fo falutary in

the confequences ; the preachers, affuming to themfelves

a charaéter little inferior to the prophetic or apoftolicaly
difdained all fubjeGtion to the fpiritual rulers of the
church, by whom their innovations were punithed and
oppofed. The revenues of the dignified clergy, no longer
&onfidered as facred, were either appropriated by the pre~
fent pofleflors, or feized by the more powerful barons
and what remained, after ‘mighty dilapidations, was, by

G 2 aét
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C f?;j’;lm a&t of parliament, annexed to the crown. . The prelates,
| \._—:-_.: however, and abbots, maintained their temporal jurifdic=
1937.  tions and their feats in parliament; and though laymen
were fometimes endowed with ecclefiaftical titles, the
church, notwithftanding its frequent proteftations to the
contrary, was_ftill {fuppofed to be reprefented by thofe
fpiritual lords, in the ftates of the kingdom.. After many
ftrugoles, the king, even before his acceflion to the
rland, had acquired {uflicient influence over
'y, to extort from them an acknowlege-
ment of the parliamentary jurifdiction of bifhops ; though
led with many precautions, in order to fecure them-
felves againft the fpiritual encroachments of that order ©,
When knur of England, he engaged them, though fill
with great rclu&nncc on their ‘part, to advance a ftep
farther, and to receive the bifhops as perpetual prefidents
or moderators in their ecclefiaftical fynods ; re-iterating
their proteftatidns againft all fpiritual jurifdiGtion of the
prelates, and all controuling power over the prefbyters »,
And by fuch gradual innovations, the king flattered him-
felf, Lw he ﬂ, ould quictly introduce epifcopal authority :
s fully feen from the begi inning,
‘rcl occafion of dlfcomcnt, and
foftening, the abhorrence enter-
tained againft the prelacy.
WHAT rendered the king’s aim more apparent, were
the endeavours, which, at the fame time, he ufed to in-

troduce into Scotland fome of the ceréemonies of the
) £ R/ 7 RE Ly i Pe 0 o ~
church of England: The reft, it was eafily forefeen,
would foon follow. The fire of devotion, excited by
novelty, and inflamed by oppofition, had fo poffeffed the
minds of the Scottifh ref ‘ormers, that all rites and orna-

meats, and even order of worthip, were difdainfully

rejected
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rejeted as ufelefs burthens ; retarding the imagination in © H A P.

its rapturous ecftafies, and cramping the operations of
that! divine {pirit, by which they fuppofed themfelves to
be animated. A mode of worfhip was eftablifhed, the
moft naked and moft fimple imaginable; one that bor-
rowed nothing from the fenfes ; but repofed itfelf entirely
on the contemplation of that divine Effence, which dif-

covers itfelf to the underftanding only. = This fpecies of

devotion, fo worthy of the fupreme Being, but fo little
fuitable to human frailty, was obferved to occafion great
difturbances in the breaft, and in many refpets to_con-
found all rational principles of conduct and behaviour,
Themind, ffraining for thefe extraordinary raptures, reach-

ing them by fhort glances, finking again under its own
- oo &

weaknefs, rejecting all exterior aid of po
vas fo occupied in this inward life,

pomp and ceremony,
that it fled from every
intercourfe of fociety, and from every chearful amufe-
ment, which could foften or humanize the character, ., It
was obvious to all difcerning eygs,:and had net elcaped
the king’s, that, by the puval ence - of -fanatic Hm, a
gloomy and fullen difpofition: eftablifhed itfclf among the
people 5 -a {pirit, obftinate and dangerous ; independent
and diforderly ;. animated equally with a contempt of au-
thority, and a hatred to every other mode of religion,
particularly to the catholic. In order to mellow thefe
humours, James endeavoured to-infufe a fmall tincture of
ceremony into the national “worfhip, and to. introduce
fuch rites as might, in fome degree, occu )ytle mind,
and pleafe the fenfes, without departing too tar from that
fimplicity, by which the reformation was diftinguifhed.
The finer arts too, though ftill rude in thefe northern
kingdoms, were employed to adorn the churches; and
the king’s chapel, in which an o

in was erefted, and

fome pictures and ftatues difplayed, was propofed as a
model to the reft of the nation. DBut mufic was grating
G 3 to
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to the. prejudiced ears of the Scotch clergy ;- fculpture and

&~ painting appeared inftruments of idolatry ; the furplice

was a rag of popery; and every motion or gefture, pre-
fcribed by the liturgy, was a flep towards that fpiritual
Babylon, fo much the obje& of their horror and averfion,
Every thing was deemed impious, but their own myftical
comments on the Scriptures, which they idolized, and
whofe eaftern prophetic ftyle they employed in every com-
mon occurrence,

It will not be neceflary to give a particular account of
the ceremonies which the king was fo intent to eftablifh.
Such inftitutions, for a time, are efteemed either too di-
vine.to have proceeded from any other being than the
fupreme Creator of the univerfe, or tpo diabolical to have
been derived from any but an ‘infernal demon. But no
fooner is the mode or the controverfy paft, than they are
univerfally difcovered to be of fo little importance as
fcarcely to be mentioned with decency amidft the ordinary
courfe of human tranfalions, Tt is here fufficient to re-
mark, that the rites introduced by James regarded the
kneeling at the facrament, private communion, private
baptifm, confirmation of children, and the obfervance of
Chriftmas and other feftivals 4, The alls, eftablithing
thefe ceremonies, were afterwards known by the name of
the articles of Perth, from the place where they were
satified by the aflembly.

A conForMITY of difcipline and worthip between the
churches of England and Scotland, which was James’s
aim, he never could hope to eftablith, but by firft pro-

curing an acknowledgement of his own authority in all

ecclefiaftical caufes ; and nothing could be more contrary

to the pradtice as well as principles of the prefbyterian
clergy.  The ecclefiaftical courts poflefled the power of
denouncing excommunication ; and that fentence, be-

3 Franklyn, p, 23, Spotfwood,

{ides
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fides the fpiritual confequences fuppofed to follow from
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it, was attended with immediate effects of the moft im~

portant nature. The perfon excommunicated was fhun-
ned by every one as profane and impious ; and his whole
eftate, during his life-time, and all his moveables, for
ever, were forfeited to the crown. Nor were the previous
fteps, requifite before pronouncing this fentence, formal
or regular, in proportion to the weight of it. Without
accufer, without fummons, without trial, any ecclefia-
ftical court, however inferior, - fometimes pretended, in a
fummary manner, to pronounce a fentence of excommu-=
nication, for any caufe, and againft any perfon, even
though he lived not within the bounds of their jurifdic-
tion’.  And, by this means, the whole tyranny of the
inquifition, though without its order, was introduced
into the kingdom.

Bur the clergy were not content with the unlimited
jurifdiction, which they exercifed in ecclefiaftical mat-
ters: They aflumed a cenforial power over every part of
adminiftration ; and, in all their fermons, and even
prayers, mingling politics with religion, they inculcated
the moft feditious and moft turbulent principles. Black,
miinifter of St. Andrews, went fo far ¢, in a fermon, as
to pronounce all kings the devil’s children ; he gave the
queen of England the appellation of atheift ; he faid,
that the treachery of the king’s heart was now fully dif-
covered ; and in his prayers for the queen he ufed thefe
words ; e muft pray for ber for the fafbion’s [fakey but we
bave ns caufe: She will never do us any good. ~When
fummoned before the privy council, he refufed to anfwer
to a civil court, for any thing delivered from the pulpit,
even though the crime, of which he was accufed, was of
a civil nature. The church adopted his caufe. They
raifed a fedition in Edinburgh t. The king, during fome

¢ Spotfwood, s 1596. t 17 Dec, 3596
G & time,
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time, was in the hands of ged populace ; ‘and it

b

vas not without courage, as well as dex cterity, that he

1

was able to extricate himfelf *, A few days after, a mi-
nifter, preaching in the principal church of that capitalg

faid, that the king was poffefled with a devil ; andy that

one devil being ;\':‘/:Hcd, feven worfe had entered in his
place *. T'o which he added, that the fubjects might
lawfully rife, and take the fword out of his hand.
T
€1t n

Scarcely, even during tiv: ght of papal fuper=
ition; are there found fuch inftances of prieftly encroachs
ments, as the annals of Scotland prefent to us during that
period,

By thefe extravagant firetches of power, and by the
patient condué& of James, the church began to lofe
ground, even before the king’s acceflion to the throne of
England : But no fooner had that event taken place,
than he made the Scottith eler rgy fenfible, that he was
become the fovere

I

)

ion of a t kingdomj which he go~

o

verned with great auth ority. fnourrh Iormcrly he would
have thcuwn* himfelf { nappy to have made 2 fair partition
with them of the civil and ecclef; aftical authority, he was
now refolved to exert a fupreme jurifdi¢tion in church as
well asiftate, and to put an end to their feditious prac-
tices; '~ An affembly had been fummoned at Aberdeen ¥ ;

but, an’account of | nﬁ;.]ournf’} to London, he prorogucd
1t to the year follox wing. Some of the s difavow=
ing:his ecclefiaftical fupremacy, met at the time firft
appointed, notwithftanding -his - prohibition, ~He threw
them into.prifon,

such of -them as fubmitt ed, and ac-
knowledged their (’h)‘, were pardoned. ‘The reft wera

luu‘u'}u L0 LHL”. tri

Y.

hey were condemned for high

.. ~Ehe l ‘v".;j ave them their lives ; but b: mnhcd
gk
the kingdom, Six of them fuffered Lh,b penalty 2

! Spotfwood, % Ibid, ¥ July 1604e
Ib; 7 Tul 4
% Spot{wood,
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TnEe general affembly was afterwards induced * to ac-© H AP
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knowledge the king’s authority in {fummoning ecclefiafti-  ~a

cal courts, and to fybmit to'the jurifdi¢tion and vifitation
of the bifhops. Even their favourite fentence of excom-
munication was declared invalid, unlefs confirmed by the
ordinary. ‘The king recommended to the inferior courts
the members whom they fhould elect to ‘this aflembly;
and every thing was conducted in it with little appearance
of choice and liberty ®.

By his own prerogative likewife, which he feems:to
have.ftretched on this oceafion, -the king erected a court
of high commiffion % in imitation of that which was
eftablifhed in England.. ‘The bifhops and: a few of the
clergy, .who had been fummoned together, willingly
acknowledged this court; and it proceeded immediately
upon bufinéfs, as if its authority had been grounded on
the full confent of the whole-legiflature,

BuT James referved the final blow for the time when

1617

he fhould himfelf pay a vifit to. Scotland. He propofed to13th Juned

the parliament, which was then affembled," that they
thould enact, that, ¢ whatever his majefty thould deter-
£¢ mine in-the external government of the church, with
¢¢ the confent of the archbithops, bifhiops, and a compe-
¢ tent-number of the minifiry, thould have the force of

§ 23

¢ alaw?” Whatnumber fhould be deemed competent
was not determined : And their nomination was left en-
tirely to the kipg: So that his ecclefiaftical authority,
had this bill: pafled, would have been eftablithed in its
full extent. - Some of the clergy protefted. They appre-
hended, they faid, that the purity of their church would,
by means of this new authority, be polluted with all the
rites and liturgy of the church of England.  James,

dreading clamoyr and eppofition, -dropped the bill,; which

3 6th June, 1610, b Spotfwoods £ 15 Fgb, 1610,
# Spotfwood, Franklyp, p, 29, -

had
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A\~ the inherent prerogative of the crown contained more

1617,
Zoth July.

power than was recognized by it. Some time after, he
called, at St. Andrews, a meeting of the bifhops and
thirty-fix of the moft eminent clergy.  He there declared
his refolution of exerting his prerogative, and of ‘efta-
blifhing, by his own authority, 'the few ceremonies,
which he had recommended to them. They entreated
him rather to fummon a general affembly, and to gain
their affent.’ The king afking, What affurance he might
bave of the affembly’s affent & they anfwered, that they fave
no reafon to the contrary, and knew that the aflembly
would yield to any reafonable demand of his majefty.
But if it fall out otherwife, faid the king, and my demand
be refufed s my difficulty fhall be the greater : And when I
Jhall ufe my authority in eftablifbing the ceremonies, they will
call me tyrant and perfecutor.  All crying out, that none
could be fo mad ; Yet experience, faid the king, tells me,
that it may readily happen.  Therefore, unlefs I'be made
Jures Twill mot give way to an affimbly. Galloway, one
of the minifters, faying, that the archbifhop of St. An-
drews would anfwer for them, the archbifhop refufed
For that he had ‘been deceived by them, and had fuffi-
ciently experienced their breach of promife. Then faid
Galloway, If your majefly will truft me, I will anfwer for
them °.  The king confented ; and an aflembly was fume
moned on the 25th of November enfuing.

YET this affembly, which met after the king’s depar-
ture from Scotland, eluded all his applications ; and it
was not till the fubfequent year, that he was able to pro=
cure a vote for receiving his ceremonies. And through
every ftep of this affair, in the parliament aswell as in all
the general aflemblies, the nation betrayed the utmoft re-
lutance to all thefe innovations ; and nothing but James’s

¢ Spotfwood, Franklyn, p, 29
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importunity and authority had extorted a2 feemipg con-CX?xIVé?IP.

fent, which was belied by the inward fentiments of all ~—3
ranks of people. Even the few, over whom religious . 1647+
prejudices were mot prevalent, thought national honour
facrificed by a fervile imitation of the modes of worfhip

i pradtifed in England. And every prudent man agreed in
e condemning the meafures of the king, who, by an ill-
e timed zeal for infignificant ceremonies, had betrayed,
o though in an oppofite manner, equal narrownefs of mind
L with the perfons, whom he treated with fuch contempt.

It was judged, that, had not thefe dangerous humours
been irritated by oppofition; had they been allowed
peaceably to evaporate ; they would at laft have fubfided
within the limits of law and civil authority. And that,
™ as all fanatical religions naturally circumfcribe to very
narrow bounds the numbers and riches of the ecclefia-
ftics ; no fooner is their firft fire fpent, than they lofe
their credit over the people, and leave them under the
natural and beneficent influence of their civil and moral

u obligations.

AT the fame time that James fthocked, in fo violent a
manner, the religious principles of his Scottifh fubjects,
he ated in oppofition to thofe of his Englith. He had
obferved, in his progrefs through England, that a juda-
ical obfervance of the Sunday, chiefly by means of the
puritans, was every day gaining ground throughout the
kingdom, and that the people, under colour of religion,
svere, contrary to former prattice,  debatred fuch fports

and recreations as contributed both to their health and
their amufement f, Feftivals, which, in other nations
and ages, are partly dedicated to public worfhip, partly
to mirth and fociety, were here totally appropriated to the
offices of religion, and ferved to nourifh thofe fullen and
gloomy contemplations, to which the people were, of

§ Keanst, p, 709, i
¢mielves,
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Yf;"»‘}l P.themfelves, fo unfortunately fubje&t. The king imagin-
'S & / . y 24 x 3

1

\~,~. ed, thatit would be eafy to infufe chearfulnefs into this

1617.

dark fpirit of devotion. ' He iflued a proclamation to
allow and encourage, after divine fervice, all' kinds of
lawful games and exercifes; and, by his authority, he
éndeavoured to give fantion to a pradice, which-his fub-
jects regarded as the utmoit inftance of profanenefs and

impiety 8.

Englith, chiefly the pur?fanf,

g Franklyn, p. g1, . To fhow how rigid the
were in this pa 1

in the 18t}

1 . 4 i g
ar, a bill was introduced into the houfe of comn ons,

of the king, for the more firiét obfervance of the Sund 1y, which
they affeéted to call the Sabbath, One Shepherd oppofed this bill,-x,ijaed
to the appellation of Sabbath as puritanical, defended dancing by the example
of Dayid, and feems even to have juftified (ports on that day, For this pro=

fanenefs he was expelled the houfe, by the fuggeftion of Mr, Pym. The
houfe of Lords oppofed fo far this puritanical fpirit of the commons, that they
propofed,” that'the appellation’ of Sabbath fhould be changed into that of the

Lord’s Day, Journ, 15, 16 Feb, 1620, 28 May. 162y, In Shepherd’s feny

pease, his offence is-(aid by the houfe to be grear, exorbitant, wnparalleled,
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His exectition—--

Sir Walter Raleigh’s expedition
Infurreétions in Bobemia———Lofs of the Palati-
nate—— Negotiations with Spain——A parlia-

Fell of Bacon—— Rupture

Proteftation

ment ——Pariies

between the king and the commons

of the commons.

T the time when Sir Walter Raleigh was firft con- ¢ H A P,
fined in the Tower, his violent and haughty tem- e
per had rendered him the moft unpopular man in England ;  16:8.
and his condemnation was chiefly owing to that public ;\WXTY k!,'ir
odium, under which he laboured. During the thirteen $*peditions
years imprifonment which he {uffered, the fentiments of
the nation were much changed with regard to him. Men
had leifure to reflect on the hardthip, not to fay injuftice,
of his fentence ; they pitied his active and enterprizing
fpirit, which languifhed in the rigours of confinement ;
they were ftruck with the extenfive genius of the man,
who, being educated amidft naval and military enter-
prizes, had furpaffed in the purfuits of literature even
thofe of the moft reclufe and fcdentary lives; and they
admired his unbroken magnanimity, which, at his age
and under his circumftances, could engage him to un-
dertake and execute fo great a work as his hiftory of the
world. To encreafe thefe favourable difpofitions, on
which he built the hopes of recovering his liberty, he
fpread the report of a golden mine, which he had difco-
vered in Guiana, and which was fufficient, according to
his reprefentation, not only to enrich all the adventurers,
but to afford immenfe treafures to the nation. The king

gave
&
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€ H A P.oave little credit to thefe mighty promifes ; both becaufe

XLVIII,

an~ he believed, that no fuch mine as the one defcribed was

3618,

any-where in nature, and becaufe he confidered Raleigh
as 2 man of defperate fortunes, whofe bufinefs it was, by
any means, to procure his freedom, and to reinftate him-
felf in credit and authority. Thinking, however, that
he had already undergone fuffcient punithment, he re-
leafed him from the Tower ; and when his vaunts of the
golden mine had induced multitudes to engage with him,
the king gave them permiffion to try the adventure, and,
at their defire, he conferred on Raleigh authority over his
fellow adventurers. ‘Though ftrongly folicited, he fill
refufed to grant him a pardon, which feemed a natural
confequence, when he was intrufted with power and
command. But James declared himfelf ftll diffident of
Raleigh’s intentions ; and he meant, he faid, to referve
the former fentence, as a check upon his future beha-
viour,

Ravreicu well knew, that it was far from the king’s
purpofe to invade any of the Spanifth fettlements: He
therefore firmly denicd that Spain had planted any colo-
nies on that part of the coaft where his mine lay. When
Gondomar, the ambaflador of that nation, alarmed at his
preparations, carried complaints to the king, Raleigh
ftill protefled the innocence of his intentions : And James
affured Gondomar, that he durft not form any hoftile
attempt, but fhould pay with his head for fo audacious
Fhe minifter, however, wifely conclud«
ing, that twelve armed veffels were not fitted out without

an enterprize,
fome purpofe of invafion, conveyed the intelligence to the
court of Madrid, who immediately cave orders for arm=
ing and fortifying all their fettlements, particularly thofe

along the coaft of Guiana,

WHEN the courage and avarice of the Spaniards and
Portuguele had difcovered fo many new woslds, they
were

T

n
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by were refolved to thew themfelves fuperior to the barbarousC H A P
b : - XLVIIL,
iy heathens whom they invaded, not only in arts and arms, ey

but alfo in the juftice of the quarrel: They applied to 1618
Alexander VI. who then filled the papal chair; and he
generoufly beftowed on the Spaniards the whole weftern,
and on the Portuguefe the whole eaftern part of the globe.
The more fcrupulous proteftants, who acknowledged net
the authority of the Roman pontiff, eftablithed the firft
difcovery as the foundation of their title ; and if a pirate
or fea-adventurer of their nation had but erected a ftick
or ftone on the coaft, as a memorial of his taking poffef~
fion, they concluded the whole continent to belong to

them, and thought themfelves intitled to expel or exter-

e minate, as ufurpers, the ancient pofleffors and inhabitants.
It was in this manner that Sir Walter Raleigh, about

e twenty-three years before, had acquired to the crown of
England 2 claim to the continent of Guiana, a region as
large as the half of Europe ; and though he had imme-
diately left the coaft, yet he pretended that the Englifh
title to the whole remained certain and indefeazable.
But it had happened in the mean time, that the Spani-
ards, not knowing or net acknowledging this imaginary
claim, had taken pofleflion of a part of Guiana, had

formed a fettlement on the river Oronooko, had built a

- =

little town called St. Thomas, and were there working
fome mines of {mall value.

To this place Raleigh directly bent his courfe; and,
remaining himfelf at the mouth of the river with five of
the largeft fhips, he fent up the reft to St. Thomas, under

the command of his fon, and of captain Keymis, a per-
fon entirely devoted to him. The Spaniards, who had
expefted this invafion, fired on the Englifh at their land-
ing, were repulfed, and purfued into the town. Young
Raleigh, to encourage his men, called out, That this was
the true mine, and none but fools looked for any other 3 and

advancing

2
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advancing upon the Spaniards, received a fhot, of which
he immediately expired. "This difmayed not Keymis and
the others. They carried on the attack; got pofleflios
of the town, which they afterwards reduced to athes’;
and found not in it any thing of value:

RALetca did not pretend, that he had himfelf feen
the mine, which he had engaged fo many people t6 goin
queft of : It was Keymis, he faid; who had formerly dif-
covered it, ard had brought him that lump of ore, whick
promifed fuch immenfe treafures. Yet Keymis, whé
owned that he was within two hours” march of the place;
refufed, on the moft abfurd pretences, to take any effec-
tual ftep towards finding it ; and he returned immediately
to Raleigh, with the melancholy news of his fon’s deathy
and the ill fuccefs of the enterprize. Senfible fo repfoach;
and dreading punithment for his behaviour, Keymis, int
defpait, retired into his cabin, and put an end to his own
life.

THE other adventurers now concluded; that they
deceived by Raleigh; that he never had known of any
fuch mine as he pretended to go in fearch of; that his
intention had ever been to plunder St. Thomas ; and
having encouraged his company by the fpoils of that
place, to have thence proceeded to.the invafion of the
other Spanifh fettlements ; that he expected to repair his
ruined fortunes by fuch daring enterprizes ; and that he
trufted to the mom’y he fhould acquire, for making his
peace with England ; or if that view failed him, that he
propofed to retire into fome other country, where his
riches would fecure his retreat,

THE {mall acquiﬁtions, gafncd by the fack of St
Thomas, difcouraged Rale igh’s companions from enters
ng into thefe vicws ; thuU« b there were many circum#
tances in the treaty and 1..»50 tranfaltions, between the

; zwa'
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oy two nations, which might invite them to en gage in fuch CXIHV'?‘”P
a piratical war againft the Spaniards. )
16184

WHEN England made peace with Spain, the example
of Henry IV, was imitated, who, at the treaty of Vcr—
vins, finding a difficulty in adjufting all queftions with

regard to the Indian trade, had agreed to pafs over that

all along,

publithed fevere ediéts againft the intercourfe of any Lu—

article in total filence. 'The Spaniards | having,

ropean nation with their colonies, mttrprcLul his filence
in their own favour, and confidered it as a tacit acqui-
i efcence of England in the eftablithed laws of Spain.

‘ The Englith, on the contrary, pretended, thar., as they
e had never been excluded by any treaty from commerce
! with any part of the king of Spain’s don"nmr it was
ftill as lawful for them to trade with his ikttlcmcnts in
cither Indies, as with his European territories, In con

i quence of this ambiguity, many adventurers from En g-
land failed to the Spanith Indies, and met with fuere
punifhment, when caught ; as they, on the other
often ftole, and, when fuperior in power; fo

‘I\,k‘;\ a C
with the inhabitants, and refifted, nay fometimes plin-
dered, the Spanifh governors. Violences

which had been carried to a great height
it was agreed to bury in total oblj

of this nature,

D

difficulty, which was found, in remedying them, u
any fixed principles.

Bur as there appeared a great difference
vate adventurers in fingle fhips, and a fleet a

Iieet
1nce

a royal commiffion; Raleich’s companions thot

fafeft to return immediately to England, and car

along with them to anfwer for his co nduét, It a

that he employed many artifices, fir

it attack the Spanith ﬁa’“m:nﬁ and, f

i mike his efcape into France : But,

oe them to

fuccefsful, he was delivered i

1
Vor, VI H
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ed, as well as his fellow-adventurers, be-

‘o1 s
ftrictly examin

. . sl - ot
re the privy-council. The council, upon enquiry,
that the former fuf-

found no difficulty in pronoun ing, :
picions, with regard to Raleigh’s intentions, had been
well erounded ; that he had abufed the king in the repre-
fenta&uns which he had made of his projected adventure ;
that, contrary to his inftru&ions, he had ated in an
offenfive and hoftile manner againft his majefty’s allies ;
ané that he had wilfully burned and deftroyed a town be-
longing to the king of Spain. He might have been
tried, either by common law for this a& of violence and
piracy, or by martial law for breach of orders: But it
was an eftablifhed principle among lawyers €, that, as he
lay under an a&ual attainder for high-treafon, he could
not be brought to a new trial for any other crime. To
{atisfy, therefore, the court of Spain, which raifed the
Toudeft complaints againft him, the king made ufe of that
ower which he had purpofely referved in his own hand,

s

and ficned the warrant for his execution upon his former
gn
fentence k.

RaLreicH, finding his fate inevitable, collected all his
<: And though he had formerly made ufe of many

coura

fices, fuch as feigning madnefs, ficknefs, and a

meéan arti
variety of difeafes, in order to protra& his examination,
and procure his efcape ; he now refolved to act his part
with bravery and refolution.  Tis a fharp remedy, he faid,
but a fure one for all ills ; when he felt the edge of the ax,
by which he was to be beheaded i.  His harangue to the
people was calm and eloquent ; and he endeavoured to
revenge himfelf, and to load his enemies with the public
hatred, by ftrong alleverations of fa&s, which, to fay the
leaft, may be efteemed very doubtful ¥,  'With the utmoft

£ See this matter difcuflfed in Bacon’s letters, publifhed by Dr, Birch,

@

p. 181, h See note [1] at the end of the volume. i Franklyn, p. 32¢

1 in the moft folemn manner, that he had no-wife contributed

But the laft letter in Murden’s colle€tion contains the
eft proof of the contrary.

0 indifference,

o
U
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his, head ‘upon

And in hi

£3114

there appeared

yulated mind, which, during

ayed itfe 11 in all his condu& and be-

haviour:

No meafure of James’s reign was attended with more

public diffatisfa&ion than the punithment of Sir "».7‘ ter
Raleigh. To execute a"fentence; which was orig ginally

{o hard, which had been fo long fufpended, and wqmI

ned to have been tacitly pairdoned by conferring on
v/ J 9O

him a new truft and commiffion, wa

enemy of Engl
tion, who had a higl
&xperience, was reg
And the intimate cor

entering into with Slg‘ain,

rendered this proof of his Ccm;};.;ifancc {till
dious and unpopular.

James had entertained an opinion, wh

1

liar to himfelf, and which had been adopted by none of
his predecefiors, that any alliance, below that of a great

1
¥
hl

g, was unworthy of a prince of Wales ;

would allow any princefs but a daughter

1in, to be mentioned as a match for his

O
s

inftance of pride, which really implies mea

(:ouid receive honour from any alliance, ‘was fo well
known, that Spain had founded on it the hopes

verning, in the moft i important trar

narch, fo little celebrated for politics or pi
ing the life of Henry, the king of &pai'
fome hints of beftowing on that prince his el

whom he afterwards difpofed of in mar

2 " Erane arie X 1T / P S 1S L. P
king of France, Lewis XIJI. At that time, the view of

! Kennet, p..703; 748,

H 2 the




James into a neutrality with

, which was difputed
1d popith Im" m . But the bait

mes, in confequence of his

and with Henry IV. of France,

- the command of Sir Edward

e, the Spanifh ambaflador

England ; a man whofe flattery was the more artful,
Becaufe covered withe the appearance of franknefs and
rr

fincerity ; whofe politics were the more dangerous, be-

caufe difguifed under the mafque of mirth and pleafantry,

He now made oft fecond daughter of Spain to

that he might render the tempta-

tion irrefiftible to the neceflitous monarch, he gave hopes

immenfe fortune, which fhould attend the prin-

determined to contra&

efs. The court of Spain, thougl
no alliance with a heretic °, entered into negociations
with James, which they artfully protraéted, and, amidft
every difappointment, they ftill redoubled his hopes of
fuccefs?. The tranfactions in Germany, fo important to
the Auftrian greatnefs, became every day a new motive

¢

for this duplicity of conduét.

Ix that ¢

at revolution of manners, which happened
during the fixteenth and the feventeenth centuries, the
only nations, who had the honourable, thounh often
melancholy advantage

£
Or 11

z‘_» an effort for their ex-

b4

1

piring privileges, were fuch as, together with the prin-
ciples of civil liberty, were animated* with a zeal for reli-
glous parties and opinions. Befides the irrefiftible force

of ftanding armies, the European princes poflefled this

M Ruthworth, vol. i, p. 2, ® 1610, ® La Boderie, vol. il
P 39, P Franklyn, p.71,

sdvantage,
g
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advantage, that they were defcended from the ancient

royal families ; that they continued the ilunc ;?I‘.‘:‘,(“:LLL.&L‘. ]

of magiftrates, the fame appearance of v

and lt.ﬁx‘ ining themfelves by all the

miniftration, (ouM i‘.)ih;i?‘l\?) }mpuf: the voke on their

unguarded fubjedts. Even the (

formerly broke the Ron

¢

mankind, now loft their own li

the abfolute authority of their princes firmly eftablithed

amongft them. In their Circu;nf?:ancm, no

1l motives of human

pious zeal, which dif;

dence, could have made i.'nr. m entertain hopes of pre-

ferving any longer thofe privileges, which their anceitors,

L
et
fted to them.

hronoh { 3
througn iq many ag

As the houfe of Auftria, throug

dominions, had ever made relizion or her
ufurpations, the now met wi a like
principle ; and the catholic religion, as ufual, had ranged

7 3 the proteftant, on

of liberty. 'i‘izc ftates of Bohemia, having taken arms
againft the emperor Matthias, continued their revoit
againft his fucceffor "’:11’.1’:1;11113, and claimed the obferv=

ance of all the ediéts enacted in favour of the ne

glon, together with the ation of their anc

and conf’umuun. T h':: il‘;':“hb()‘h

ing pri

lefia, Moravia, Lufatia, Auftria, even the
Hungary, . took part in the quarrel ; and throu;
thefe populous and martial provinces, the fpirit of difi

and civil war had univerfally diffufed itfelf 9.

FerpinanD I1. who poflefled more vigour and
though not more lenity and mmdcrzitiun, than

4 R
lv.armed. hit
y armed nif

with the Auftrian princes, {tro

recovery of his authority ; and befides emp

9 Rusthworth, vol, i, p.

£
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ubjeéls, who profefled the ancient reli-

engaged on his fide a powerful alliance of the
e ] : . -
All the catholic princes of

his defence ; even Saxony, the

pow n‘l of the proteftant: Poland had declared
i rand, above all, the Spanifh monarch,
t clofely conneted with that of

of his family, prepared powerful

nd from the Low Countries; and

Ho advanced las

> fums for the fupport of F crdmand

THE flates of Bohemia, 'med at thefe mighty pre-
parations, began alfo to 1011c;t foreign affiftance ; and,
together with that fupport, which Hw"v obtained from the
cvangelicn] union in Germany, they endeavoured to efta-
blith connexions with greater princes. ‘They caft theit

e % 2oy
They com;dcrcd, that,

A
eyeson F uu:n:, eletor Pala
:

1

e

> \,f }unguzm, and nephew to

—E.wiu\v to tm, Z:E.

Maurice, whofe

1 tuthority was become almoft ab-
folute in the United Provinces. They hoped, that thefe
princes, moved by the connexions of blood, as well as

by the tie of their common rel

gion, would intereft them-
felves in all the fortunes of rcdcnc and would promote
his greatnefs, '1hcy therefore made him a tender of
their crown, which they confidered as e lective ; and the

g young P”ﬂatnw ftimulated by ambition, without con-

fulting either James ® or _!M..mzc.‘e, whofe oppofition he

mr::uxw, immediate] Iy accepte

o 5

the offer, and marched all

nis forces into Boh 1emiz, in fupport of his new {ubje&s.
THE news of th(:{'b events no {ooner reached England,

than the whole ki ngdom was on fire to er 13

¢ in the quar-

S Scar ras the hi
rel.  Scarcely was the ardour greater, with which all the

4e 8 Franklyn, P. 49

?’hf";“
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ﬁ‘ma of Europe, - f(nmr,xA ages, flew tr) x(ﬁ._x.e.tuc haly S otse

land from the dominion of infidels. The nation Was,\om—y
1619,

as yet, fincerely attached to the blood of their monarchs,
and they ‘confidered their connexion with the Palatine,
who had married a daughter of England, as very clofe
and intimate. And, when they heard of catholics carry-
ing on wars and perfecutions againft pruf'ﬂﬁants, they
thought their own intereft deeply concerne d, and regarded
their ncutmht} as a bafe defertion of the caufe of God,
and of his holy religion. Infucha quarrel, they would
gladly have marched to the oppofite extremity of Europe,
have plunged themfelves into a chaos of German poli-
tics, and have expended all the blood and treaflure of the
nation, by maintaining 2 contelt with the whole houfe
of Auftria, at the very time, and in the very place, 1
which it was the moft potent, and almoft irrefiftible.

BuT James, befides that he o little enterprize
for fuch vaft undertakings, was rmh‘mncd by another
motive, which had a mighty influence over him: He

againft ‘their

refufed to patronize the revolt of fubjelts a
fovereign. From the very firft he denied to his fon-in-
law the title of king of Bohemia ¢ : He forbade him to
be prayed for in the churches under that appellation
And though he o"mci that he l:;:;l nowl 1cch iined the

that he concluded (u}*'u“t muft e
when they ftood in oppofition to th
or affumed that majeftic title. Thus, even in ii]f;;xf‘d?‘t.%;

1

founded on true politics, James intermixed fo many nar-

row pruuuccs, as diminifhed his authority, and expofed
him to the imputation of weaknefs and of error.

t Rufhworth, vol, i, p. 12, 73. u Franklyn, p. 43.
H 4 MEANWHILE,

&4
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MeanwHILE, affairs every where haftened to a crifis
linand levied a :11;;& force under the command of the

f Bayaria and the count of Bucq quoy; and advanced

Bohemia, In the Low w Countries, Spi-

veteran army of thirty thoufand men,
king’s refident at Bruflels, made re-

ce Albert, he was anfwered, that

ament had been tranfmitted to Spi-

nola 1 Madrid alone knew the fecret de-
ftination of it. in told the minifter, that his

111 fea]e A, L,m? if I

“dmonds would d accompany

z, he would there open them,

w

was more eafy to fee

115 1ntentior

ent mair fuccefs.  Almoft at

one tiime, it was know

5 being

defeated in the great and dcc;f;‘.'c ilui.t!c of Prague, ha

fled with his family i and that Sp:";:}h had
: S -
o d the Palatinate, and, meeting with no refiftance

aiatinate, éxcept from fome princes of the union, and from one

=)

and comn ‘1"‘ ints amum

difpofition. The | hap-
pinefs and tranquillity (:f th:;w own country becam
diftafteful when they refle@ed on the
s

g! their prote Il nt brethren in

‘.ﬁuum not, that their in terpofition
;cm’o}c to reli-

ified | Dy any

corbitant the

reatnefs, the d.;n;,\r was ftill too diftant to
alarm to England ; that mighty refiftance
4. Rufhwo rth, vol. i, P 14, x Ibid, pu 42,43,
Rpfhworth, vol.i. p, 15,  Kennet, p, 721,

would
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and ftates in Germany, ere thf’y would yield their neck s

to the yoke; that France, now engaged to contract a 162
double alliance with the Auftrian family, muft neceflarily
be foon rouzed from her lctn;;rgy, and oppofe the pro-
orefs of fo hated a rival 5 that in the farther advance of

would yet be made by fo many potent and warlike princes

conquefls, even the interefts of the two branches of tghat
ambitious family muft interfere, and beget mutual jea-

ried on at {uch

loufy and oppofition 3 that a land-war, ca
a diftance, would wafte the blood and treafure of the
Englith nation, without any hopes of fuccefs; that a
fea-war, indeed, might be both fafe and fuccefsful againft

Spain, but would not affe¢t the enemy in fuch vital parts

as to make them ftop their career of fuccefs in Germany,

and abandon all their acquifitions ; and

of recovering the Palatinate being at
the affair was reduced to this {imple queftion, whether
peace and commerce with Spain, or the uncertain hopes
of plunder and of conquefts'in the Indies, were prefer-
able ? A queftion, which, at the beginning of the king’s
reign, had already been decided, and perhaps with reafon,
in favour of the former advantages.

JamEs might have mﬁmul his pacific meafures by Negociz-
{uch plammlc arguments : But thefe, though the chief, t\ RIS itk
feem not to have been the fole motives which fwayed

him. He had entertained the notion, that, as his own
juftice and moderation had fhone out fo confpicuoufly
throughout all thefe tranfattions,” the whole houfe ot
Auftria, though not awed by the power of England,
would willingly, from mere refpet to his virtue, fubmit
themfelves to (0 equitable an arbitration. He flattered
himfelf with hopes that, after he had formed an intimate
connexion with the Spanifh monarch, by means of his
fon’s marriage, the reftitution of the Palatinate might be
precured, from the motive alone of friendfhip and per-

- fonal
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fonal attachment. He perceived not, that his una&ive il

it expofed to that the Spanifh T

match was itfelf attended with fi difficulties, that all g
his art of ne cely be able to furmount M
them ; ‘uch tch could in good policy th

b(éh pended on, as the means of procuring fuch extraors pl

dinary advantages. His unwarlike ziiﬂ)o;‘z.

1on, encreafed it
his errors, and deter- o
of hi

M‘ in-law, by il
arguments and embaf: 00
lence,  And the fame by

bheld Bim in stvecok f
I€1d 1M in awe of 'O (‘Tﬂ na-

afraid of {hoc.’;ing the preju- 0
and kept. him from openl
which he was determined to pur- b
oped to turn thefe prejudices to fo
] S, € e his people to fur- ®
ith {upplies, r;Zl their :\cci}ivc frugality P!
to made them fo {paring "'1d referved ¥, U

bCllCVOlCI]CC or frec-

any other by
jealoufy - of liberty was now rouzed,
thefe prete:

1 benevolences as f
real extor rous to free-

dent. A par-

only refource, which could

ns, contrary to law and dar

3 1 «h e BN &
dom, however authorized l,-'/ an

liament was found to be the

. s 1
and writs were ;1<:Cunlﬂlg')' W
eat council of the nation 2 i

N this parliament, there appeared, at firft, -nothing
t

uffion on the part of the commons;

v Franklyn, p. 47, Rufhworth, wol, i
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and they feemed determined to facrifice every thing, inC H A P.
Bl . SR XLVIIL
order to maintain a good correfpondence with their prince. _ 4

They would allow no mention to be made of the new 121

cuftoms or impofitions, which had been fo eagerly dif-
puted in the former parliament *: The imprifonment of
the members of that parliament was here, by fome, com-

i plained of ; but, by the authority of the graver and rgere
) prudent part of the houfe, that grievance was buried in
K oblivion®: And being informed, that the king had re-

mitted feveral confiderable fums to the Palatine, the
commons, without a negative, voted him two fubfidies © ;
and that too, at the very beginning of the feffion, con-

grary to the maxims frequently adopted by their prede-
ceflors.

fon A¥TERWARDS, they proceeded, but in a very tem-
perate manner, to the examination of grievances. They
found, that patents had been granted to Sir Giles Mom-
peffon and Sir Francis Michel, for licenfing inns and
ale-houfes ; that great fums of money had been exacted,
under pretext of thefe licences ; and that fuch inn-keepers

as prefumed to continue their bufinefs, without fatisfying

: the rapacity of the patentees, had been feverely punifhed
A by fines, imprifonments, and vexatious profecutions.

Wk TuE fame perfons had alfo procured a patent, which
‘ they fhared with Sir Edward Villiers, brother to Buck-
jngham, for the fole making of gold and filver thread

and lace, and had obtained very extraordinary powers for

preventing any rivalfhip in thefe manufatures: They
were armed with authority to fearch for all goods, which
might interfere with their patent; and even to punifh,
at their own will and difcretion, the makers, importers;
and venders of fuch commodities, Many had grievoufly

fuffered by this exorbitant jurifdittion; and the lace,
a Journ. §Dec, 1621, ® Journ, rz, 16 Feb, 1620, ¢ Journ.

16 Feb, 1629,

which
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manufactured by the patentees, was unj-
to be adulterated, and to be compofed

B 1
tharv of the precious metal

rievances the commons reprefented to the

y met with a very gracious and very cordial

 {feemed even th

for the information
,~ that fuch

gly to him, had creeped into his ad-
¢ I aflure you,” faid hv’.', ¢ had I before

and declared hinYelf afhamed

“¢ heard thefe things complained of, I would have done

of a juft king, and out of parliament have

m, as feverely, and p(:r.ldvc-n'vrc more,
¢¢ than yot i

A fentence was pafled

1d Mompeflon e, It was
executed on the former. -The latter broke priforr and

Villi 1at time, fent purpofely on a
; and his guilt being lefs enormous
1 that of the others, he was the more

the- credit of his brother, Bucking-

fuccefs, the commons carried
with a refpe&tful hand, into
nce. - The great ﬁ:al was, at that

the celebrated Bacon,  created

1an u "i”(’lfu”\’ admired for the

and beloved for the courteouf-

greatnefs of his

{ 1efs ut ity of his behaviour, He was the great

5 € Franklyn, p. $2.

s accuf

¢le monopolies, and for fuppor

¢l

1e commons for drawing

He apologized

t he was forced by Bucki m, and that he fuppofed it to
1 at thefe articles of de-
hey fined him 10,c00
bhowever, were after=

L p. 31, 32, &c

12ament
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ornament of his age and nation’; and nought was want- C\"JVA [’»’-
5 € XLVIIIL,

ing to render him the ornament of human nature itfelf, . ;
but that ftrength of mind, which might check his in- 16214
temperate defire of preferment, that could add nothing
to his dignity, and might reftrain his profufe inclination

to expence, that could be requifite neither for his honour

nor entertainment. His want of ceconomy and his in-
dulgence to fervants had involved him in neceflities ; and,
in order to fupply his prodigality, he had been tempted

to take bribes, under the title-of prefents,

very open manner, from fuitors in chancery. [t appears,

e that it had been ufual for former chancellors to take pre-

fents ; and it is pretended, that Bacon, who followed the
fame dangerous pradtice, had ftill, in the feat of juffice,

preferved the integrity of a judge, and had given j

decrees againft thofe very perfons, from whom he had

received the wages of iniquity.  Coniplaints the
louder on that account, and at laft reached the houfe of

commons, who fent up an impeachment againit him to

the peers. 'The chancellor, confcious of guilt, depre-

)3 - 5 3 I

cated the vengeance of his judges, and endeavoured, by a
f} 2 " Cll-

general avowal, to -efcape the confufion of 2

quiry. The lords infifted on a parti

all his corruptions. He acknowledged
4

articles; a

nounds, to be imprifoned in the Tower during the king’s
i ’ t £ 4

pleafure, to be for ever incapable of any office, place,

or employment, and never again to fit in parliament, or

come within the verge of the court.

to a man of nice

% o e ¥l | [ o4~
HI1s dreadful fentence

[ 1 Y Ra vBAre ~rve] b
to honour, he furvived five years; and being

little time from the T

pportec

If amidft invelved

1 PR, SR s
and a depreffed fpirit, and fhone out in
tions, which have made his guilt or w be for-
g
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e~ great merit, the king remitted his fine; as well as all the

other parts of his fentence,

cortfetred on him a large pens
fion of 18006 pounds a-year, and employed every expedient
to alleviate the weight of his age and misfortunes, And
that great philofopher, at laft; acknow ledged with regret;
that he had too long negleCted the true ambition of a fine
genius ; and by plunmxw into bufinefs and affairs, which
require much lefs capacity, but greater firmnefs of mind,
than the purfuits of learning, had expofed himfelf to fuch
grievous calamities 2,
I'HE commons had entertained the idea, that they
were the great patrons of the people, and that the redrefs
of all grievances muft proceed from them; and to
this principle they were c hiefly beholden for the regard
and confideration of the public. In the execution of this
office, they nows kept their ears open to ccmplaints of
every kind ; and the >y carried their refearches into many
grievances, which, though of no great importance, could
not be touch ed on, without fenfibly affecting the king
and his minifters, The prerogative feemed, every mo-
ment, to be invaded; the king’s authorit\', in every
article, was difp utcd; and James, who was willing to
correct the abufes of his power, would no fumut to
have his power itfelf queftioned and denied. After the
houfe, therefore, had fat near fix months, and had, as yet,
brought no confiderable bufinefs to a full conclufion, the
king refolved, under pretence of the advanced {eafon, to
interrupt their pr roceedings ; and he fent them word, that
he was determined, in a little time, to adjourn them till
next winter. The commons made application to the

g It is thought, that appeals from chancery to the houfe of peers firft
came into pratice, while Bacon held the great feal, Appeals, under the

form of writs of error, had long before lain againft the courts of law,
Blackfione’s Commeatary, vol, iii, Pr 4543

lords,

{h
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Yords, and defired them to join in a petition for delaying € *II A P,

! R Fe S0 ~ XLVIII

} e o sl chant £B 5 Sitthan J TE T 'y

the adjournment ;3 which was refufed by the upper houfe. NS,
rded this projeét of a joint petition as an = 162%

attempt to force him fron 1 his. meafures : -He thanked the

The king reg:

1

seers for their refufal to concur in it, and told them, that,
if it was theic dulrc, he woul L]VH.V the ]h urnment,
but would not fo far comply with the requeft «;f the lower
houfe b. .. And thus, in thefe great national affairs, the
fame. peevithnefs, -which, -in private altercations, often
raifes a quarrel from the fimalleft beginnings, produced a
mutual coldnefs and difgult between the king and the
commons.

ent, the king ufed every Ropturet
. tween the

tion, and to kingand the

<

])IJR]'\U the recefs of I‘*‘“

- #+h the
witix tiac

meafure to render him

appeafe the rifing i'ni-humom‘ of their reprefentatives. = He *m™%
had voluntarily offered the parliament to circumfcribe his
own prerogative, and to abrogate for the future his power
of granting monopolies, He now recalled all the patents
of that kind, and redrefled every article of grievance, to
the number of thirty-feven, which had ever been com-~
plained of in the houfe of commons . But he gained
not the end which he propofed. The difguft, which
had appeared at parting, could not {fo fuddenly be difpel-
led.  He had likewife been fo imprujcnt as to commit
to prifon Sir Edwin Sandys ¥, without any known caufe,
befides his activity and vigour, in difcharging his duty as
member of parliament, Ax.d above all, the tranfaétions in

Germany were fufficient, when joined to the king’s cau-
tions, negociations, and delays, to inflame that jealoufy

of honour and

g s sshicrh nr a1 B hraise s [
religion, which prevailed throughout the

nation !,  This fummer, the ban of the empire was

publifhed

b Rufhworth, vol.i. p. 34, iIbid. wol.i. p. 36, Kennet,
» 79:-. k Journ. 1 Dec, 1621,

To fhow to what degree the nation was inflamed with regard to the Paja=

tinate, there occursa remarkable ftory this feflion. One F

,-a catholic, had dropped fome expreffions as if he we




s, OF to the duke of Bavaria®, The

1621,

> time, conquered by that

ce ; and meafures were taking in the empire for be-
ftowing on him the electoral dignity, of which the Pala-
tine »’-,-'at; defpoiled.  Frederic now lived with his nume-
i diftrefs, either in Holland,
1¢ duke of Boiiillon. And
T i

hout all the new conquefts, in both the Palatinatcs,

as well as in Bohemia, Auftria, Lufatia, the progrefs of

the Auftrian arms was attended with rigours and feve-
rities, exercifed againft the profeflors of the - reformed

religion.

sath Nov, 1 HE zeal of the commons immediately moved them,
upon their affembling, to take all thefe tranfadions into
confideration, They framed a remonftrance, which they
intended to carry to the king. They reprefented, that
the enormous growth of the Auftrian power threatened
the liberties of Europe; that the progrefs of the catholic
religion in England bred the moft melancholy appre-
henfions, left it thould again acquire an afcendant in the
kingdom ; that the indulgence of his majefty towards the
profeflors of that religion had encouraged their infolence
and temerity ; that the*uncontrouled conquefts, made by

L )
the Auft

an family in Germany, raifed michty ex ecta-
; > gnty
tions in the Englith papifts ; but above all, that the

profpect of the Spanith match elevated them fo farias to

the misfortunes of the Palatine and his wife,
flame ; and pretending to be

The commons were in 2

a court of judicature and of record, proceeded to

condemn him to-a fevere punithment. The houfe of lords checked this en-
t; and what was extraording

ary, confidering the prefent humour

of the lower houfe, the latter acquieflced in the fentiments of the peers,

is is almoft the only pretenfi

on of the Englith commons, in which they
Happily for the- nation, they have been fuccefsful in
t all their other claims,  See Parliamentary Hiftery, vol.v, p.428,
» &c. Joux'.’:. 48, 12 ‘\‘In., 1621,

*'Franklyn, P 73
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have not prevail

hope
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liope for an entire toleration, if not the final re-eftablifh-C H A P.

herafar s
ment of their religion, The commons, therefore, en-

reated his majefty, that he would immediately undertake

the defence of the Palatine, and maintain it by force of

arms ; that he would turn his [word againft Spain, whofe
armies and treafures were the chief fupport of the catho-
lic intereft in Europe ; that he would enter into no ne-
gociation for the m: irriage” of his fon but with a proteftant
princefs ; that the children of poptﬂx recufants thould be
taken from their parents, and be committed to the care
of proteftant f“mhvr, and fchoolmafters and that 'the
ﬁﬂ(_’ ‘\ coninice

which the catholics were by
law liable, fhould be levied with the utmoft feverity ».
Y

|

By this bold fte unprecedented in England for many

J
years, and fcarcely ever heard of in peaceable 1i.‘nc;;, the
commons attacked at once all the king’s favourite maxims
of government ; his cautious and pacific rnca{hz‘e::, his
Ienity towards the Romifh re ligien; and his attachment
to the Spanith alliance, from which he promifed him-
hty advantages. = But what moft difgufted
him was, their feeming invafion of his prerogative, and

felf fuch mig

their pretending, under colour of advic ¢, to dire&t his
conduct in fuch points, as had ever been acknow] ledged
to belong folely to the management and diretion of the
fovereign. He was, at that time, abfent at Newmarket ;
but as foon as he heard of the intended remonftrance of
the commons, he wrote a letter to the {peaker, in which
he thatply rebuked the houfe for openly debating matters
far above their reach and ca 2pacity, and he iy forbade
them to meddle with any

that regarded his go-

vernment or deep matters of ffate. and efpecially not to
b

touch on his fon’s m:

vith the (mu rhter of Ol ain,
nor to attack the honour of that kin g or any.other of his

u Franklyn, p, 8, 59.  Ruthworth, vol. i. P- 40, 41, Kennet, p. 737,

Vor. VL I friends

XLVIL
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€ H A P. friends and confederates. In order the miore to intimi=

XLVILL

Ronty y(iulp :
1623, Sandys; and though he denied, that the confinement of

them, he mentioned the imprifonment of SirEdwin

that member had been owing to any offence committed in
the houfe, he plainly told them, that he thought him-
felf fully intitled to punifh every mifdemeanor in parlia-
ment, as well during its fitting as after its diffclution;
and that he intended thenceforward to chaftize any man,
whofe infolent beaviour there fhould minifter occafion of
offence °.

THIs v

jmitated former precedents, may be thought not to have
3 ] ) <}

t letter, in which the king, though he here

acted ether on the defenfive, had the effet, which

might naturally have been expected from it: The com-
mons were inflamed, not terrified. Secure of ‘their own
popularity, and of the bent of the nation towards a war
with the catholics abroad, and the perfecution of popery
at home, they little dreaded the menaces of a prince,
who was unfupported by military force, and whoic gentle

emper would, of itfelf, fo foon difarm his feverity. In
a new remonflrance, therefore, they ftill infifted on their
former remonftrance and advice; L.nd they maintained,
though in refpectful terms, that they were intitled to in-
terpofe with their counfel in all-matters of government;
that to poflefs entire freedom of fpeech, in their debates
on public bufinefs, was their ancient and undoubted
right, and an inheritance tranfmitted to them from their
anceftors ; and that, if any member abufed this liberty,
it bdonm:u to the houfe alone, who were witnefles of his

offence, to infli&k a proper cenfure upon him ».

S0 wigorous an anfwer was nowife calculated to appeafe
the king. It is faid, when the approach of the com-

p. 60. R'v”x\vcrth, vol. i, p. 43. Kennet, p. 741,
/0, p» 600 Ruthworth, vol, i, Pe 44y Kennet, p. 741«

mittee,
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ordered twelve chairs to be brought : For that there-were o~ -~

mitt

e, who were to pre

fo many 1(5.”"’:; a commw -3 anf{wer was prompt and. 1621,

ﬂl;u‘p. He told the houfe, ranee was
more like a denunciation of war than an addrefs o#duti-
ful fubjelts; that their pretenfion to inquire into all

flate-affairs, without L\\.Lutmx., was. {uch. a plenipotence

as pone of their anceftor the: reign of the
weakeft princes, had ever prete tfw, public

tranfactions depended on a complication of views and in-

telligence, with which they wesre entirely unacquainted 3
tlm.t, they could not better fhow their wifdom as well as

d:m, than ".1',' keeping within their proper * {phere ; and

i

that in any bufinefs, which depended on his prerogative,
they had no title to interpofe with their advice, except
when he was pleafed to defire it.  And he concluded with

g

thefe memorable words ; And the

Ty, oy
wrea rig

your flile, in mentioning your ancient and und
inberitance, but would rather havi wifbed, that ye had [aid,
vt ; ;

that your privileges were derived from the

/‘wz (j our (/mz/?fm and us

- b e et
g,’ ace ana )"7/"0
Z
/

lut/)l 5‘7( .UJ’I oL

hin the Iz

as you contain yourfel duty, we

will be as careful te / 'j?.r/ liher-

ties and privile

op
ges

N
m
d
S

werey, nay,
as to /’,"'t-’/[-'f\‘[ oUY OTVR 7

‘T'HI1s epen pretenfion of the kir iturally gave great

alarm to the houfe of commons. They faw ¢t to

every privilege, if not plainly denied, yet at

leaft, as precarious. It might be forfeited by abufe, and
5 )¢ g J b

q o
I\rnm ty Ps43.

[utor ulira cre epidam, This expreflion is imagiaed to be infolent and

11 cecafions.

But it was a Latin proverb familiarly ufed

Ruthworth, vol, 1, pi 46, 47, &c. Ken-

nety p.743.
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canm:fiion with others,

execute fome bufinefs v.

ed, at leaft exercifed, the

mun, even without his confent, in any branch of public
fewice.
S 1 powerful man in the houfe of com

1 il ~ w7 !
mons, and a zealous opponent of the court, was made

conptroller of the houfehold, a privy counfellor, and

ing the firft inftance,

Eagland, of a:

3"

VeEry company or fociety

{fubiect of arcument and de
o o

) i"‘i)l!l'il' pl‘l‘. .li‘if',b ; and L“.'Cl‘y Irca-

£4

The ¥ Franklyn, p. 66. vol.I p 55 z Kennet, p. 749.

The king al:o,

a Franklyn, p. §6. Ruthworth,-vol. 1. p. 21,

in imitati e rules to ranklyn, p. 70.
moere dangerou efs, Few peo-

ple tould read, and Rill fewer were in the pr
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CH A P fonable man muft allow, that, as monarchy is the moft

XLVIH.

b~ fimple form of governm

1627,

c

{t firft have occurred to

*he other complicated
he fucceflive invention of
lf they were obtruded on

ir origin muit appear,

> precarious and unfavourable,
of the king, in all the exte-

> common {tyle of law,
overeign ; nor does the real
has ever difcovered itfelf
1ces, 1he
s will 1t 1s dife
at the df:fxrc of both

aws, To all fore ien

nations, e monarch feems to merit fole

attention and rk_; d, who has expofed
himfelf to royal in fe live with

P £ 554 -5 e 1 1. .o 1
f«!,’c‘;;.' i the Kingdom ; ieave J, accord-

t of his mafter. If a ma-

E S e .
giltrate, nvironed with fuch pewer and fplendor, fhould
authority as f rard himfelf as the

en, his pretenfions may bear a very fa-

vourable conftruction. (_)r, Jl/)wnv them to be merely
pious frauds, we need not be furprized, that the fame
ftratagem, which was pra@ifed by Minos, Numa, and
the moft celebrated legiflators of antiquity, fhould now,

1
11

hefe reftlefs and inquifitive times, be employed by the
king of England. Subje@s are not raifed above that
quality, though affembled in parliament, The fame
humble refpe&t and dmum' 18 f%i‘l due to their prince,

Though he indulges them in the privilege of laying be-
7/ o

fore him their don
{uppofed to be bef]

writ)

s, with which they are

this warrants not their
bold mtrwxrm nto C¥Ery proy ince of government, And,
v L

59
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to all judicious examiners, it muft appear,

¢ lines of duty are as much tranfgrefled by a more inde-
pendent and lefs refpetful exe rcife of acknowledged
powers, as by the ufurpation of fuch as are new and
¢ unufual.”

THE lovers of liberty, throughout the nation, reafoned
after a very different manner. It is in vain, faid they,
that the king traces up the Englith government to its furft
origin, in order to reprefent the privileges of parliament
as dependent and precarious : Prefcription and the prac-
tice of fo many ages, muft, long ere this time, have given
a fan&ion to thefe fkmb ies, even though they had been
derived from an ori

n no more dignified, than thatwhich

Is of the Englifh

as afferted, reprefent p

—

from the confent of monarchs, the pr
nature, when we trace government. a

fhow us, that monarchs themfelves owe

ritv to the voluntary fubmiffion of the. people. But, 1in
y I >

fact, no age can be fhown, when the glifh govern-
ment was (.ltofgcthcr an unmixed monarchy : And if the

privileges of the tmtion have, at any pamku.a; mr.ud

1

3 : ”
been overpowered by violent irruptions of for

or domeftic \1%1(;".natiun~ the generous f{pirit of the

S
O

ancient government and coul;i
ftyle of the

tion, royal authority may

laws, and in the ufual

s tlacrcd and
i1 eign

fupreme’; whatever s ells g
RN 1
)E regarded as €qua ally

4

and legiflative power

divine and inviolable. Or, if any diftinétion be made in

this refpet; the preference is furely-due to thofe natiot

v HR AP
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councils, by whofe interpofition the exorbitancies of

R e
t\mr'mul power are reftrained, and that iag;\:u‘ u.’m*n_\

preferved, which heroic fpirits, in all age

14
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*more precious than life itfelf. Nor is it fufficient to fay,
—~ that the mild and equitable adminiftration of James, af-
1931 fords little occafion, or no occafion, of complaint.  How
moderate foever the exercife of his prerogative, how exac

{oever his obfervance of the laws and conftitution j < If

¢ he founds his authority on arbitrary and dangerous

$¢ pringiples, it is requifite to watch him with the fame

¢ care, and to oppofe him with the fame vigour, as if he
¢ had indulged himfelf in all the excefles of cruelty and
(44

tyranny.”

AMIDST thefe difputes, the wife and moderate in the
nation endeavoured to preferve, as much as poflible, an
equitable neutrality between the oppofite parties ; and the
more they refleCted on the courfe of public affairs, the
greater difficulty they found in fixing juft fentiments with
regard to them. On the one hand, they regarded the
very rife of oppofite parties as a happy prognoftic of the
eftablithment of liberty ; nor eould they ever expe& to
enjoy, in a mixed government, fo invaluable a blefling,
without (uf}"c}ing that inconvenience, which, in fuch
governments, has ever attended it. But, when they
confider, on the other hand, the neceflary aims and pur-
fuits of both partjes, they were ftruck with apprehenfion
of the confequences, and could difcover no feafible plan
of accommodation between them. From long praétice,
the crown was now pofleffed of fo exorbitant a preroga-
tive, that it was not fufficient for liberty to remain on the
defenfive, or endeavour to fecure the little ground, which
was left her: It was become neceflary to carry on an

offenfive war, and to circum{cribe, within more narrow,
as well as more exaét bounds, the authority of the fove-
reign.  Upon fuch provocation, it could not but happen,
that the prince, however juft and moderate, would en-
deavour to reprefs his opponents 5 and, as he ftood upon
thc very brink of arbj*.;ary power, it was to be feared

' : that
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that he would, haftily and unknowingly, pafs thofe Cx';"?l’p.
limits, which were not precifely marked by the conftitu- ... e

tion. The turbulent government of England,’ ever fluc- 1621,

tuating between privilege and prerogative, would afford a
variety of precedents, which might be pleaded on both
fides. In fuch delicate queftions, the people muft be
divided : The arms of the ftate were ftill in their hands :
A civil war muft enfue ; a civil war, where no p:ﬁ:ty or
both parties would juftly bear the blame, and where the
good and virtuous would fcarcely know what vows to
form ; were it not that liberty, fo neceflary to the per-
fe&tion of human fociety, would be fufficient to byafs

their affe&ions towards the fide of its defenders.
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CHAP L O wreft the Palatinate from the hands of the em-
XLiX, 1 d

: peror and the duke of Bavaria, muft mw;z}'s have
1622, been regarded as a v ery difficult tafk for the power of

England, condu&@ed by fo u I

nwarlil 1

ke a prince as James:
It was plainly impofiible, while the breach fubfifted be-

Negocia-  tween him and the commons. The king’s n egociations,

tions with ez e ; 1 =

regard to the therefore, had they been managed with ever fo great dex-
marriageand terity. muft now carry lefs weight with them; and it
the Palati- ey 4 o¥ el .

nate, was eafy to elude all his applications. When lord Dx'r-

« 143

S or to the emperor, had defired a ceflation
of h(‘;ﬂiiiti(‘s, hft was referred to the duke of Bavaria,
ftrian armies. The duke of Ba-

uperfluous to form

who comman

varia told .‘nimw

any treaty for t
faid hc; and

revival, by k
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James endeavoured
3 u(kullllﬁﬂddtloﬂ
and he opened the negociations at
mediati ]

Is, under thC
luke Albert and, after his death,
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sencd about this time, under that of the In-€ M A P
: by . : ; XLIX.
fanta : When the conferences were entered upon, It Was s

ab622,

which

found, that the powers of thefe princes to determine
in the controverfy were not fufficient or fatisfaCtory.
Schwartzenbourg, the imperia al minifter, was expeéted at
London : and it was hoped, that he would bring more
ample authority : His commiflion referred entirely to the
negociation at Bruffels, It was not difficult for the km;
to perceive, that his applications were negle&ted by the
emperor ; but as he had no choice of any other L\}»L\LCDYI
and it feemed the intereft of his fon-in-law to keep alive
his pretenfions, he was 1l content to follow Ferdinand
through all his fhifts and evafions, Nor was he entirely

difcouraged, even when the imperial diet at Ratifbon, by

the influence, or rather authority of the emperor, though

o

n of Saxony and of all the pro-

contrary to the proteft
teftant princes and cities, had transferred the electoral
dignity from the Palatine to the duke of Bavaria,

Mz AaNwHILE, the efforts made by Frederic, for the

recovery of his dominions, were vigorous. T hz(w armies

were levied in” Germany by his author ity, under three

CO‘ﬂ"l:’;ZldC’rs, duke Chriftian of Brunfwick, the prince of

Baden-Dourlach, and count Mansfeldt. The two for-
mer cenerals were defeated by count Tilly and the Impe-
rialifts : The third, tho sugh de inferior in force to his

enemies, ftill mamtau‘.ed the war; but with no equal
{upplies of money either from the Palatine or the king of
England. It was chiefly by pillage and free quarters in the
Palatinate, that he fubfifted his army.  As the Auftrians
were regularly paid, they were kept in more exaét difci-
;v‘ine- and James juftly became :1pmc‘hcmwe left fo un-
equal 2 conteft, befides ravaging the Palatine’s he ereditary
dominions, would end in the total alienation of the peo-
ple’s affeéions from their ancient fovereign, by whom
>1"" wege plum.zc red, and in an attachment to their new
mafters,




He perfuaded
© colour of duty
accordingly, Manf-
ne’s fervice ;- and that
ny into the Low Coup-

tved a commiffion from the States of

of James’s ne-
antry mentioned by all
;

= {hall dve 1. Wt
n, fhall have place here,

wra

Sruflels, a courier ‘was introduced

carrying the doi

ful news, that the Palatinate would

- be wre{ded
foon be wreiteda i

m the houfe of Auftria; fo powerful

were the fuccours, which, f were haften-

y

ing to the relief of the def] T'he king of

Denmark had agreed to contribute to his affiftance a hun-

Dutch a hum_frcd

> king of England a hun-

=)

dred thoufand pickled herri
thoufand butte

DO?

dred thoufand an

On other occafions, he was
painted with a fcabbard, but without a fword ; or with
a fword, which nobod y could draw

d (o \l;&«.i,

b feveral were

pulling at it ¢,

the emperor or

the duke (u" Ray ¢ted any fuccefs in

his project of ref His eyes were en-

titely turned towards Spain ; and if he could effeGuate

>
his fon’s ma; ith I he doubted not, but
that, after te n, this other point
could eaf; d. egociations of that court
l‘-si‘:‘:; commonly <§Ill'<w_§ , it wWas not eafy for a prince of
fo little penetration in bufinefs, to ’uﬂm*mm, whether

the dificulties, which occurred, were real or affe@ed’;

d-he was furp orized, after n

cclating five years on fo
mr‘pxc ademand, that he was not more advanced than at

¢ Parl, Hift,

>
-
=]
el

N
]

te ¢ Kennet, p. 749,
the
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the beginning, A difpenfation from Rome was requifite © }TLIAX Le

int prmCL; Ay i
1622,

for the marriage of the Infanta with a prot
and the king of Spain, having undertaken to preeure that
difpenfation, had thereby ucqu;rcd the means of retarding
at pleafure, or of forwarding the marriage, and at the
fame time of concealing entirely his artifices from the
court of England.

In order to remove all obft: LC‘::, James. difpatched
Digby, foon afterwards created earl of Briftol, as his
ambaflador to Pnilip IV. who had lately fucceeded his
father in the crown of Spain.  He fecretly employed
Gage as his agent at Romie ; and finding that the differ-
ence of. religion was the principal, if not fole difficulty,

>, he refolved to foften: that

which retarded the marriag

objection as much a s poflible. - He iflue

for difcharging all popifh recufants who we
and it was daily apprehended, that he w vould forbid, for
the future, the execution of the penal laws enacted againft
them. = For this ftep, fo oppofite to the rigid {pirit of his
fubjeds, he took care to apologize ; and he cven endea-
voured to afcribe it to his great zeal for the reformed
ions,  he faid,

al] foreign princcs for fome indulgence to the diftreflfed

religion. He had been making applica

proteftants ; and he was ftill anfwered by ions de-
rived from the feverity of the Englifh laws againft catho-

lics e, It might indeed occur to him, that, if the
extremity of religious zeal was ever to abate among the
chriftian fe&s, one of them muft begin; and nothing
would be more honourable for England, than to have
led the way in fentiments fo wife and moderate.

Nor only the religious puritans murmured at this to-
lerating meafure of the king : The lovers of civil liberty
were alarmed at fo important an exertion of his preroga=

tive. But, among other dangerous articles of authority,

e Franklyn, p. 69, Rufhworth, vol, i. p. 63,
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vere at that time poflefled of the &
XLIX. ; :
G 2 difpe r*‘xm* power ;

1622,  of exercifing i

were in the conftant praétice Jan

nough the royal prerogative oot

o

in civil matt extenfive, the princes, during

B shae ','c?'m‘ been accuftomed to affume a fhll

larger in eccle
fent the toleratic

And the king failed not to repre-
ot

as a meafure entirely of

that nature.
s conceffion in favour of the catholies, he
obtained his end. The fame religious motives, which

had hitherto rendered the court of Madrid infincerein all

the fteps taken with regard to the marriage, werc now Pe

the chief caufe of promoting it. By its means, it was of
there hoped, the Englith catholics would for the future o

enjoy eafz and indulgence ; and the Infanta would be the

happy inftrument of procuring to the church fome tran- }
quillity, after the many fevere perfecutions, which it had
hitherto undergone. The earl of Briftol, a minifter of
v
all alliance with cat

igilance and penetration, and who had formerly oppofed 1

holics f, was now fully convinced of

the fincerity of Spain ; and he was ready to congratulate

the king on the entire completion of his views and pro-
S ;

jects &, A dauchter of Spain, whom he reprefents as lit
J c » I

extremely accomplifhed, would foon, he faid, arrive in

¥ngland, and bring with her an immenfe fortune of two
milliohs of picces of eight, or 600,000 pounds fterling;

o a {fum four times greater than Spain |

with any princefs, and almoft LL.l"l to all the money,

had ever before given

o the whole courfe of this

which the parliament, dl:n: g b

reign, had hitherto granted to the king. But what was

of more importance to James’s honour and happincfs,
Briftol confidered this match as an infallible prognoftic of
the Palatine’s reftoration ; nor would Philip, he thought,
ever have beftowed his fifter and fo large a fortune, under

£ Rufhworth, vol, 1, p. 292, ¢ Ibid, p, 69,

the
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the profpe& of entering next day into a war with Eng-C H AP

XLiX,

Jand. So-exad was-his intelligence, that the moft fecret (s

counfels -of the b’r‘.m ards, -he -boafts; had never -efcaped
him " ; and he found that they had all along confidered

the marriage of the Infanta and th ‘ci‘:nutton of 'the Pa-

>gc

latinate ds meafures clofely c<;:mc;\f'f<:d, or altogether infe-
‘sucharacler to

parable . However little calculated Jam
yper:: the: mea-
t..end ; the
ambaflador .could net withftand the - plain evidence of

facts, by which Philip- now idemonftrated  his fincerity.

extort fo vaft 'a conceflion.;-however improy

{ures which he had purfued for obtaining t

Perhaps too, like a wife man, he confidered, that reafons
I > ’ 5
of ftate, which are fuppofed folely to influence thecoun-

1

cils of mcnm*c‘:.s, are not always the metives, -which

there predomina ; that t):’: milder views of

honour, u‘z;m.’ri‘.’z’p? generofity, aré frequently.abl

pvivccs as wdl as 'g;‘]t ate perfons, to counterbalance

16fh confidera

g el ot 8 7 B
that the juftice a 1d moderatiot

{ mes had bccn fo co u';mi}.ftions,

fri

his reliance .on Spai dfhip,
{

that he had at laft obtained the cordial nce of that
nation, fo celebrated for honour and fidelity. Or if po-

litics muft {til] be tu‘mukd the ruling '.:mtiuc of all public

fures, tl power of England was {o confi-

ible, and the Spanifh dominions fo dl\"iflu-‘g,

der:

well induce the council of Philip to think, that a {incere

friendfhip with the mafters of the fea could not be pur-

fions*, And as James, during

hafed by too great:conce
fo many years, had been allured and feduced by hopes

and proteftations, his people enraged by delays and dii-

h Rufhworth, vel.i. p.272.

i We find by private letters between Philip IV, and the Condé Olivares,

fhown by the latter to Buckin

gha
the Palatinate were always cor

1, that the marriag

the court of S n e

Sec Franklyn, p. 71, 72, Rufhworth, vol. i. p. 71, 289, 299, 300, Parl,
Hift. vol, vi. p. 66, ¥ Franklyn, p. 72.
6 appointments ;

1622.
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€ H A P. appointments ; it would probably occur, that tHete wis
N X—uf, ynow no medium left between the moft inveterate hatred

3622.  and the moft intimate alliance between the nations. Not
to mention, that, as a new {pirit began about this time
to animate the councils of France; the friendfhip of
England became every day more neceflary to the grest.

nefs and fecurity of the Spanith monarchy:.

ALL ‘meafures being, therefore, agreed “on between
the ‘parties, naught was wanting but the lifpenfation
from Rome, which might be confidered as a mere forma.
3ity -

he king, juftified by fuccefs, ‘now exulted in
his pacific ‘counfels, and boafted of his fuperior fagacity
and penetration ; when all thefe flattering profpe&s were
blafted by the temerity of 2 man, whom hé had fondly
exalted from a private condition, to be the bane of him-
felf, of his family, and of his people.

Charalter
of Buck- . & 1 }
ingham,  governed, with an uncontrolled fway, both the court

and nation ; and could James’s eyes have been opened,

he had now full opportunity of obferving how unfit his

favourite was for the hich ftation to which he was
o 2

Ever fince the fall of Somerfc t, Buckingham had
1

i
raifed. Some accomplifhments of a courtier he poflefled ;
Of every talent of a ‘minifter he was utterly devoid,
Headlong in his paffions, and incapable equally of pru-

dence and of diffimulation - Sincere from violence ra-
ther than candour; expenfive from profufion more than
generofity : A warm friend, a furious énemy ; but with-
out any choice or difcernment in either: With thefe

qualities he had early and quick

5
ly mounted to the high-

eft rank ; and partook at once of the infolence which at-
tends a fortune newly acquired, and the impetuofity
which belongs to perfons born in hig

gh ftations, and un-
acquainted with oppofition.

! Ruthworth, vol, i, p. 66,

AMONG

e 2t S g
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Anmone thofe who had experienced the arrogance of C ;‘L; P,
2 ¥ : y T X,
this overgrown favourite, the prince of Wales himfelf _~ ~
had not been entirely fpared; and a great coldnefs, if 1623
not an enmity, had, for that reafon, taken place between

them. Buckingham, defirous of an opportunity, which

might conne& him with the prince, and overcome his

averfion, and at the fame time envious of the great-cre-
otiation, be-

1
I

dit acquired by Briftol in the Spanith n
thought himfelf of an expedient, by whic I he might at
once gratify both thefe inclinations. He errchntcd to
Char Ius, that perfons of his exalted ftation were pecu-
liarly unfortunate in their marriage, the chief circum-
ftance in life; and commonly received into their arms a

o

i
oW

bride, unknown to them, to whom they were unknown;
not endeared by fympathy, not obliged by fervices;
wooed by treaties alone, by negotiations, by political
interefts : That however accomplifhed the Infanta, fhe
kg muft fill confider herfelf as a melancholy victim of ftate,
and could not but think with averfion of that day, when
fhe was to enter the bed of a ftranger ; and pafling into a
foreign country and a new family, bid adieu for ever to
her father’s houfe and to her native land : Thatit was in
1) the prince’s power to foften all thefe rigours, and lay
fuch an obligation on her, as would attach the moft in-
different temper, as would warm the coldeft affections :
That his journey to Madrid would be an unexpected
gallantry, which would equal all the fictions of Spanifh
romance, and fuiting the amorous and cnterpmmg cha-
ra@er of that nation, muft immediately introduce him
to the princefs under the agrecable charalter of a devoted

Jover and daring adventurer: That the negotiations
with regard to the Palatinate, which had hitherto lan-
guifhed in the hands of minifters, would quickly. be ter-
minated by fo illuftrious an agent, feconded by the me-
diation and intreaties of the grateful Infanta: That

oVl K ‘_\pzmiﬂ]
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prize was {o apparent, that the event, how profperous fo- C H A Ps
j G ~hagdi = y : XLIX.
it would o —
1627

ever, could

render him
all pofterity ».

ToRMENTED with thel foon as the

s
c
¢

prince and Buckingham returned for their difpatches, he

informed them of all the reafons, which had determined

him to change his refolation; and he beg them to

:
1
defift from fo foolith an adventure.  The prince receivec
the difappointment with forrowful fubmifiion and filent
s

tears : Buckingham prefumed to {pea

tone, which he had ever experi

He told the

his too eafy mafte

the future would believe any thi

foxt 4

tra&ted fo foon the promife fo

7 difcerned this change of re

ution to
o Lo L N % Rn Ll
from another I)I‘CZ‘CI! oI NIs word, in communicat

matter to fome rafcal, who had furnithed him with th

h

pitiful reafons which he had al and he doubted not

but he fhould hereafter know who his counfellor had

been ; and that if he receded from what he had promifed,

nce,

it would be fuch a difobligation to the prince, who h

now fet his heart upon the journey, after his i
I ] )

< e
o o g . ¢

approbation,” that he could never

7 denying th

municated the matter to any man ; and

lailed, as well by the boifterous importunities of

ingham, as by the warm i

frry: vl
1011y WII0IC

of
applications had hitherto, on other occafions, been al-

ways dutiful, never earneft; he h:

to aflent to their purpofed jo;:r:x:':y.

8 Clarendon,
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Sir Francis Cottington alone, the prince’s fecretary, and
Endymion Porter, gcntlcmzm of his bed-chamber, fhould
v them ; and the former being at that time in

ti-chamber, he was immediately called in by the

1

James told Cottington, that he had always been an

honeft man., and therefore he was now to truft him in an

affair of the higheft importance, which he was not, upon
his life. to difclofe to any man whatever. ¢ Cotting-
¢ ton,” added he, ¢ here is baby Charles and Stenny,”
(thefe ridiculous appellations he ufually gave to the
prince and Buckingham) ¢ who have 2 great mind to
«¢ go poft inte Spain, and fetch home the Infanta: They
¢ will have but two more in their company, and have
¢ _chofen you for one. What think you of the journey?”
Sir Francis, who was a prudent man, and had refided
fome years in Spain as the king’s agent, was ftruck with
all the obvious objections to fuch an enterprize, and
ferupled not to declare them. The king threw himfelf
upon his bed, and cried, 7 #ld you this before ; and fell
into a new paffion and new lamentations, complaining
that he was undone, and fhould Iofe baby Charles.
THE prince fhowed by his countenance, that he was
extremely diffatisfied with Cottington’s difcourfe ; but
Buckingham broke into an open paflion againft him.
The king, he told him, afked him only of the journey
and of the manner’ of travelling ; particulars, of which
he might be a competent judge, having gone the road fo
often by poft ; but that he, without being called to it,
had the prefumption to give his advice upon matters of
ftate and againft his mafter, which he fhould repent as
long as he lived. A thoufand other reproaches he added,

which put the poor king into a new agony in behalf of
a fervant, who, he forefaw, would fuffer for anfwering
bim honeftly, Upon which he faid with fome emotion :

.]Va""fy




IN SR MBS ik 133

HAP,
b ; g o : : Xt
fo: He anfwered me direétly to the queftion which I asked _—~~4
15623,

Nay, by God, Stenny, you are much to blame for ufing him

him, and very boneftly and wifely 5 and yet, you know, he
bk Jaid no more than I told you before he was called in. How-
W ever, after all this paffion on both fides, James renewed
his confent; and proper diretions were given for the
journey. Nor was he now at any lofs to difcover, that

the whole intrigue was originally contrived by Bucking-

ham, as well as purfued violently by his fpirit and im-
petuofity.

THESE circumftances, which fo well charaCterife the
perfons, feem to have been related by Cottington to lord

Clarendon, from whom they are here tranfcribed ; and

though minute, are not undeferving of a place in hiftory.

TuEe prince and Buckingham, with their two atten-
dants, and Sir Richard Graham, mafter of horfe to
Buckingham, pafled difguifed and undifcovered through
France ; and they even ventured into a court-ball at Pa-

ris, where Charles faw the princefs Henrietta, whom he

i

afterwards efpoufed, and who was at that time in the
bloom of youth and beauty. In eleven days after their
departure from London, they arrived at Madrid ; and 7th March.

s The prince’s
furprized every-body by a fiep fo unufual among great journey to

Spain.

princes. The Spanifh monarch immediately paid Charles

a vifit, exprefled the utmoft gratitude for the confidence

repofed in him, and made warm proteftations of a corre-

g o {fpondent confidence and friendfhip. By the meft ftu-
o died civilities, he fthowed the refpe& which he bore to

his royal gueft. He gave him a golden key, which
opened 2ll his apartments, that the prince might, with-
out any introduction, have. accefs to him at all hours:
He took the left hand of him on every occafion, except
e in the apartments affigned to Charles ; for there, he faid,

bl the prince was at home; Charles was introduced into
fe the palace with the fame pomp and ceremony th

K 3
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soronation : The coun-

king him-
grandee of Spain, who
re his own king, would

prefence P:  All the
n, and all the prifoners
'nt, the moft honour-
had happened to the monarchy 4,
Pl
iry law with regard to apparel was fuf-
Charles’s refidence in Spain. The In-
1 N o laver 1 L1110l
was only fhown to her lover in publick ;
of decency being fo ftri&, as not to

1

he arrival of the

{o far by that gene-

at no attempt was ?‘”;%\7(" on account of

1 Khad -l
they had impofing any
15 of treat ous zeal only
pted them, on one occafion, to defirc more cons

but, ‘upon the oppo-
with fome reproaches,
Pope, however, heat-

rid, tacked fome new

xercife of

€X
houfehold.

except
o8

ne cnil-

years of

J

be nfifted on, but with

Vitil cathoilic Principics g
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{eemed a {ufficient iecurity
)

;J\,‘&:, pz‘;x :'.L".‘Jy {worn to by the king ; in which he pro-

enatted againft catholics,

to procure a repeal of them irliament, ;u"l rant

a toleration for the exercife catholi

private houfes t. (Great murmurs, we
would have arifen acainft thefe articles, had the

made known to the public; fince we find it to have been

1

imputed as an enormous crime to the prince, that, having

< o

rec his time, a very civil letter from the
pope, he was induced to return a-very civil anfwer “.

MeanwaILE Gregory X V. who granted the difpen-

fation, died; and Urban VIII. was chofen in his place.

on this event, the nuncio refufed to-deliver the dif-

penfation, till it fhould be rencwed by Urban ; and tha

crafty pontiff delayed fending a new difpenfation, in

Y
7

hopes, that, during the princ refidence in Spain, fome
I ht be fallen upon to effect his converfion.
g of England,

patient. On the firft hint, Charles obtained. permiffion

parture with a

as well as the prince, became im-

and Philip graced his - de

to retu

umftances of elaborate civility and. refpect, which

attended his arrival. He even erected a pil

the fpot where they took le:

- )
. of each other, as a monu-

ment of mutual friendfhip; and -the prince having
X2 2 5

I g

{worn to the obfervance of all the articles; entered on
his journey, and embarked on board the Englifh flect at

St. Andero,
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€ o1 & P+ Tae charalter of Charles, compofed of decency, re-
XLI ; , ;

e~ ferve, modc virtues fo agreeable to the man-

26:3.

ners of the ! ; the unparalleled confidence, which

he h: nation ; the romantic gallantry,
which he had pr owards their princefs; all thefe

circumftances, joined to his youth and advantageous
figure, had endeared him to the whole court of Madrid,
moft favourable ideas of him *.

and had impr
But, in the fame proportion, that the prince was beloved
and eftcemed

med,

behaviour, compofed of Englith familiarity and French

f
vivacity ; his fallies of paffion, his indecent freedoms
with the prince, his diffolute pleafures, his arrogant, im-

h

petuous temper, which he neither could, nor cared to

lifguife ; qualiti , could, moft of them, be
emed no where, but to the Spaniards were the objects
culiar averfion ¥,  They could not conceal their
ve, that fuch a youth could intrude into a negoti-

now conducted to a period, by fo accomplifhed a

ter as Briftol, and could afflume to himfelf all the

it of it. They lamented the Infanta’s fate, who muft
pproached by a man, whofe temerity feemed to re-
ipect no laws, divine or humanz. And when they ob-
ferved, that he had the imprudence to infult the Condé

e of Olivarez, their prime minifter ; every one, who

was ambitious of paying court to the Spanifh, became
defirous of thowing a contempt for the Englifh favourite.

THE duke of Buckingham told Olivarez, that his
own attachment to the Spanith nation and to the king of
Spain was extreme ; that he would contribute’ to every
meafure, which could cement the friendthip between
England and them ; and that his peculiar ambition

ot fa et ke v :
would be to facilitate the prince’s marriage with the In-

:\fb{ntﬂ.




fanta. But, he added, with a fincerity equally infolentC H A P.

2 ‘ . ’ F e XLI1X.
and indifcreet, With regard to you, Siry in particulars you o~~~
muft not confider me as your ciond. but muft ever expelt 1623

7 } o > b 4 y

Jfrom me all poffible enmity and oppafition. The Cordé duke
replied, with a becoming dignity, that he very willingly

accepted of what was pmﬁlrud him: And on thefe

terms the favourites parted 2.

BuckincuAM, fenfible how odious he was become to
the Spaniards, and dreading the influence, which that
nation would naturally acquire after the arrival of the

Infanta, refolved to employ all his credit, in order to
prevent the marriage. By what arguments he could en-
gage the prince to offer fuch an infult to the Spanifh na-
tion, from whom he had met with fuch generous treat-
ment ; by what colours he could difguife the ingratitude,
and imprudence of fuch a meafure ; thefe are totally un-
known to us. It only appears, that his impetuous and
domineering character had acquired, what it ever after
maintained, a total afcendant over the gentle and modeft
temper of Charles; and, when the prince left Madrid,
he was firmly determined, notwithftanding all his pro-
e feflions, to break off the treaty with Spain.

It is not likely, that Buckingham prevailed fo eafily
o with James to abandon a project, which, during fo many
years, had been the object of all his wifhes, aad which
he had now unexpectedly conduéted to a happy period °.
A rupture with Spain, the lofs of two millicns, were
profpeéts little agreeable to this pacific and indigent mo-
narch. But finding his only fon bent againft a2 match,
which had always been oppofed by his people and his
parliament, he yielded to difficulties, which he had not
courage or ftrength of mind fufficient to overcome. The
prince therefore, and Buckingham, on their arrival at

a Rufhworth, vol. 1., p, ¥c3. Clarendon, vol, ic ps 37
b Hacket's Life of Williams.
London,




latinate had ever

S ! James as a natural or neceflary con-
fequence « Spa ge, he always “forbid
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1
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Phil,
gage Philip,
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le of facrificing, to his own ungovernabpie

fter and of his country, he

it of that favourite 1623
Many e

oil the twao nations. ‘Deter- ¢reaty

expefled, that the unbounded cr

. s W
would be employed to ¢

broken,

the blame of the rupture en-

mined, however, to
tirely on the Enclifh, he delivered into Briftol’s hand a

which he bound himfelf to procure

the Palatine, either by perfuafion, or

and, when he found that

a&ion, he ordered the In-

A7 Al

ide the title of princefs of Wales, which

 of fhe bore after the arrival of the difpenfation from Rome,
and the ftudy of the Englifth lancuage ¢, + And

5 .
counfels, as now governed the

thinking that fuch ra

£ 7 1 11 ¢ sa hroach nf +hea
court of England, would p at the breach of tl

mat cparations ror war 1imn C-

$o. Gl
I dlately

dominions °.

1

15 inexplicab

{fo near an honourable

and the reftor:

pofe, by meéans equa

for recovering tic & uatinate,

g e e g i,
ypular an end, had procured to
I i
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2 vol, i, p. 174,
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than ill-will from his fubjects &,  Whatever

ght receive from his ll

o

eement with former

rliaments, there was a necefiity

of 11!1}}1}]1’»11ills once nu

be hoped, that the Spanifh zlliance, which gave fuch

aflen 1bly 5 and, it might

umbrage, being abandoned, the commons would now be
better fatisficd wi:h the king’s adminiftration. In his
fpeech to the houfes, fames dropped fome hints of his
caufes of complaint againft Spain; and he gracioufly
lefcended to afk the advice of parliament, which he
ever before xgcctad, with regard to the condu of
i0 nnpul‘u:ni an a mll as ms i(m S marrmgc b BuCkmg-
ham delivered, to a committee of lords and €ommons,
2 long narrative, whiclt he pretended to be true and
complete, of cv::)' ftep taken in the negotiations with
Philip: But partly by the fuppreflion of fome falts,
partly by the falfe colour laid on others, this narra-
tive was calculated entirely to miflead the parliament,
and to throw on the court of Spain the reproach of arti-
fice and 3'1fr1r"cr1t\' He faid, that, after many years’
negotiation, the king found not himfelf any nearer -his
purpofe ; ;md that Briftol had never brought the treaty
beyond general profeflions and declarations : - That the
prince, doubting the good intentions of Spain, refolved
at laft to take a journey to Madrid, and put the matter
to the utmoft trial : That he there found fuch artificial
dealing as made him conclude all the fteps taken towards
the marriage to be fal

id deceitful :  That the refti-

g Tofhow by what violent meafures ¢l

benevolence was raifed, Johnflone

tells us, in his Rerum Brizann s that Barnés, a citizen of Lon-

don, was the firft who refufed to con

y thing; upon which, the

treaflurer fent him word, th

t immediately prepare himfelf to carry

by poft a difpatch into Ire

J.  Thecitizen was glad to make his peace by
Fn\n._ a hundred pounds ; aud no ome &

it afterwards refufe the beneves

» p. 80,

vol. 1, p, yr¢ Kennet, p. 778,




tution of the Palatinate, which had ever been regarded €
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by the king as an eflential preliminary, was not ferioufly )

intended by Spain: And that, after enduring much bad
ufage, the prince was obliged to return to England,
without any hopes, either of obtaining the Infanta, or of
reftoring the Eleftor Palatine ",

T'H1s narrative, which, confidering the importance of
the occafion, and the folemnity of that affembly, to which
it was delivered, dcferves great blame, was yet vouch-
ed for truth by the prince of Wales, who was prefent
and the king himfelf lent it, indire&tly, his authority,
by telling the parliament, that it was by his order Buck-
ingham laid the whole affair before them. The conduct
of thefe princes it is difficult fully to excufe. It is vain
to plead the youth and inexperience of Charles; unlefs
his inexperience and youth, as is probable i, if not cer-
tain, really led him into error, and made him fwallow
all the falfities of Buckingham. And though the king
was here hurried from his own meafures by the impetuo-~
fity of others ; nothing fhould have induced him to pro-
{titute his chara&er, and feem to vouch the impoftures,
at leaft falfe colourings, of his favourite, of which he
had fo good reafon to entertain a fufpicion .

BuckINGHAM’s narrative, however artfully difguifed,
contained yet fo many contradiGtery- circumftances as
were fufficient to open the eyes of all reafonable men ;
but it concurred fo well with the paffions and prejudices
of the parliament, that no fcruple was made of immedi-
ately adopting it !, Charmed with having obtained at

b Franklyn, p.89. go, 97, &c. Ruthworth, vol, i. p. 119, 120, &<
Parl, Hift. vol. vi. p. 20, 21, &c.

i 8ee note [M] at the end of the volume.

k It muft, however, be confefled, that the king afterwards warned th
houfe not to take Buckingham's narrative for his, though it was laid before
them by his order. Parl. Hift, vol. vi. p. 104, The king was probably
athamed to have been carried fo far by his favouvsite,

i Parl, Hift, vol.vi. p. 73

1624,
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C H A P.land had entire power to difpofe of his own actions,

XLIX. A 7
. provided he dic
1624. and that no prerogative of t}N king, ne power of any

I no injury to any of his fellow fubjeds ; '

magiftrate, nothing but the authority alone of laws,
could reftrain that unlimited freedom. The full profe-
cution of this noble principle into all its natural confe-
quences, has at laft, through many contefts, produced
that fingular and happy government, which we enjoy at :
prefent s.

THE houfe of commons alfo corroborated, by a new
precedent, the important power of impeachment, which, :
two years before, they had exercifed, in the cafe of chan-
cellor Bacon, and which had lain dormant for more than
a century before, except when they ferved as inftruments
of royal vengeance. The earl of Middlefex had been

aifed by Buckingham’s intereft from the rank of a Lon-

don merchant, to be treafurer of England ; and, by his ‘
allivity and addrefs, feemed not unworthy of that pre- E
ferment. But, as he incurred the difpleafure of his pa- ‘

tron, by fcrupling or refufing fome demands of money,
during the prince’s refidence in Spain, that favourite
vowed revenge, and employed all his credit among the
commons to procure an impeachment of the treafurer.
The king was extremely diffatisfied with this meafure,
and prophefied to the prince and duke, that they would
live to have their fill of parliamentary profecutions . ‘In
a {peech to the parliament, he endeavoured to apologize
for Middlefex, and to foften the accufation againft him .
The ch "vic however, was ftill maintained by the com-
mons ; and the treafurer was found guilty by the peers,
though the mifdemeanors, proved againft him, were nei-
ther numerous nor important. The accepting of two
prefents of five hundred pounds a-piece, for pafling two

¢ See note [ O] at the end of the volume, t Clarendon, vol. i. p. 2%/
u Parl, Hit, vok vi, p. 191

X pntents,
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patents, was the article of greateft weight. -His fenterice C ;LY?( P.
was, ‘to be fined 50,000 pounds for the king’s ufey> aud® .~ —a

to fuffer all the other penalties formerly infliéted-upons 1624+

Bacon.  The fine was afterwards remitted by the prince

b
when he mounted the throne. )

Tuis feflion, an addrefs was alfo made, very:difdgree~
able to the king, craving the fevere execution of the

laws againft " catholics. ~ His anfwer was gracious: antd
condefcending ¥ ; though he ‘declared againft perfecution;?
as being an improper meafure for the Huppreffion: of ang:

e religion, according to the received maxim, Zhat thedlsvd

of the martyrs was the feed: of  the church.. He alfoscora

demned an entire indu'zucnct of the catholics ; -and-feear=

b ed to reprefent a middle courfe, as the moft hum:me and
ki moft politic. He went {o far as even; to affirmy: withlan
-l oath, that he never had entertained-any . thoughts:of
o granting a toleration to thefe religionifts *. .-The liberty:

of exercifing their worfhip in private-houfes; which he

had fecretly agreed.to in the Spanifh treaty, did not ape

it § ear to him deferving that name; and it was probablyby
b means of this explication, he thought that he had faved his

honour.. And as Buckingham, in his narrative 7, cons
fefled, that the king had agreed to a temporary fufpmuon
of the penal laws a

againft the catholicsy, which he diftine
guifhed from a toleration, a term at .that time extremely
odious, James naturally deemed his meaning to be{uf-
ficiently explained, and feared not any reproach of falfe-
hood or duplicity, onaccount of this afleveration. -After

to 2

gth Mays
- ; . - 9
all. thefe tranfactions, the parliament. was. prorogued l‘,y

the king, who let fall fome hints, though in gentle terms,
of, the fenfe which he entertained of their unkindnefs,.in
not fupplying his neceflities =,

g

w Franklyn, p. 101, 102, x See farther, Franklyn, p. 87, Y. Parsl,
Hift. vol. vi, p. 37, z Franklyn, p. 103s
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James, unable to refift fo ftrong a combination as
that of his people, his parliament, his fon, and his fa-
vourite, had been compelled to embrace meafures, for
which, from temper as well as judgment, he had ever
entertained a moft fettled averfion, Though he diffem-

led his refentment, he began to eftrange himfelf from
Buckingham, to whom he afcribed all thofe violent
counfels, and whom he confidered as the author, both of
the prince’s journey into Spain, and of the breach of the
marriage treaty. 1he arrival of Briftol he impatiently
longed for ; and it was by the afliftance of that minifter,
whofe wifdom he refpected, and whofe views he approved,
that he hoped in time to extricate himfelf from his prefent
difficulties.

During the prince’s abode in Spain, that able nego-
ciator had ever oppofed, though unfuccefsfully, to the
impetuyous meafures fuggefted by Buckingham, his own
wife and well tempered counfels.  After Charles’s de-
parture, upon the firft appearance of a change of refolu-
tion, he fill interpofed his advice, and ftrenuoufly infifted
on the fincerity of the Spaniards in the conduét of the
treaty, as well as the advantages, which England muft
veap from the completion of it. Enraged to find, that
his fuccefsful labours fhould be rendered abortive by the
levities and caprices of an infolent minion, he would
underftand no hints; and nothing but exprefs orders
from his mafter could engage him to make that demand,
which, he was fenfible, muft put a final period to the
treaty. He was not therefore furprifed to hear, that
Buckingham had declared himfelf his open enemy, and,
both before the council and parliament, had thrown out
many violent refletions againft him, Upon the firf
order, he prepared for leaving Madrid ; and he was con-
duéted to the king of Spain and the Condé Duke, in
order to fulfil the ceremonial of his departure,

PHiLIP,
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PrrvLtp, by the mouth of his minif’tcz', ¥prefled muchC H - A P,

; ; XL
regret, that Briftol’s fervices thould meet with fo unwerthy :

a .reward, and that his enemies fho 11 b far have, pre-
vailed as to infufe prejudices into-his mafter ‘and his
country againft a minifter, who had'fo faithfally done his
duty to'both. He entreated him to fix- his abode in Spain,

rather than expofe himfelf to the'inveterate malice of

his rival and the ungovernable fury of the people. " He
offered him every advantage of rank dnd' fortune, to foften
the rigors of banifhment ; andy Teft-hisc honour, fhould
fuffer by the defertion of his nativerrcountry,: the mo=
narch promifed to“confer all. thefe advantages, with a
public declaration, that they were béftowed merely - for
his'fidelity to the truft committed tohim. And he addéd,
that he efteemed fuch a conduét of importance-to'-his
awn fervice ; that all his minifters,  obfervingthis regard
to'virtue even in a ftranger, might be the more animated
toexert their fidelity towards fo gefierous a mafter.

1

THE earl of Briftol, while exprefled the utmoft
aratitude for this princely offer; thought himfelf obliged
to decline the acceptance of it. He faid, that nothing
would more confirm all the calumnies of his enemies thaq
his remaining at Madrid, and his receiving honour and
preferment from' his catholic: majefty ;° that- the higheft
dignity of the Spanifh monarchy, however valued, would
bc but ‘an unequal compenfation for the lofs of honour,
which he muft incur by accepting it ; that he trufted:-to
his-own innocence for protetion agamﬂ' the fury ofpo-
pular prejudice 5 and that his mafter was fo juft and gra-
cious, that,” however he might for a time be feduced by
calumny, he would furcly afford him an opportunity.-of
defending himfelf; and would in the end reftore him to
his favour and good opinion.

So magnanimous an anfwer encreafed the efteem which
Philip had conceived for the a'm):{f“auor. ‘That, prince

| I ] y e
oexoed nim, at
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could diffipate the prejudices contracted againft him ; and
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ducats, which might be requifite for his fupport; till he

he promifed, that this compliance fhould for ever remain
a fecret to all the world, and fthould never come to the
knowledge of his mafter. There is one perfon, replied the
generdus Englithman, who muft neceffarily know it : He is

the carl of Briftoly whs will certainly reveal it to the king of

; a
Englarnd 2

NoTHING could be of greater confequence to Buck-

ingham, than to keep uuﬁol at a diftance both from the

king and the parliament ; left the power of truth, enforced
by fo powerful a {peaker, thould open fcenes, which
were but fufpe&ted by the former, and of which the lagter
had as yet entertained no manner of jealoufy. He ap-
plied: therefore to James, whofe weaknefs, difguifed to
himfelf under the appearance of finefle and diffimulation,
was now become abfolutely incurable. A warrant for
fending Briftol to the Tower was iffued immediately upon
his dfrival in England ®; and though he was foon re-
leafed from that confinement; yet orders were carried him
from the king, to retire to his country feat, and to abftain
from all attendance on parliament. He obeyed ; but
loudly déemanded an opportunity of juftifying himfelfy
and of laying his whole conduct before his mafter. On
all occafions, he protefted his innocence, and threw on
his enemy the blame of every mifcarriage. Buckingham,
and, at his" inftigation, the prince, declared, that they
would be reconciled ‘to Briftol, if he would but acknow-
ledge his errors and ill-conduct : But the {pirited noble-
mian, " jealous of his hondur, refufed to buy favour at fo
higha price..  James had the equity to fay, that the in
ixf‘mw on that condition: was a ftrain of unexampled
tyranny » But Buckingham fcrupled not to affert, with

& Franklyn, p. 86, Ruthworth, vol. i, Po 113, b Rufhworth,
wolo i, pe 1450

hi¢




Al g MIE S0 K 149

his ufual prefumption, that neither the king, the prifice; CXP{J; P.

nor himfelf, were as yet fatisfied of Briftol’s innocence ¢, e~
. . it24.,
ey WHILE the attachment of the prince to- Buckingham, 4
e while the timidity of James, or the fhame of changing

his-favourite, kept the whole court in awe; the Spanith

ambaflador, Inoiofa, endeavoured to open the king’s eyes,

and to cure his fears, by inftilling greater fears into him.

He privately flipped into his hanc a paper, and gave him

a fignal to read it alone. He there told him, that he

. was as much a prifoner at London as ever Francis'L. was

at Madrid ; that the prince and Buckingham had cond

fpired together, and had the whole court at their devos

tion; that cabals among the pepular leaders in: parlia<

ment were carrying on to the extreme prejudice’ of Hhis

authority ; that the projet was to. confine him to fome

of his hunting feats, and to commit the whole adminie

ftration of affairs to the management of Charles ; and

that it was neceflary for him, by one vigorous effort, to

vindicate his authority, and to punifh thofe who had fo

long and fo much abufed his friendfhip and beneficence ¢,
WHAT credit James gave to this reprefentation does

not appear. He only difcovered fome faint fymptoms,

which he inftantly retratted, of diffatisfaction with Buck-

ingham.  All his public meafures, and all ¢he alliances, rupture

into which he entered, were founded on the fyftem of With Spain,

enmity to the Auftrian family, and of war to be carried
on for the recovery of the Palatinate.

TuE ftates of the United Provinces were, at this time,
governed by Maurice ; and that afpiring prince,” fenfible

that his credit would languifh during peace, ‘had, on'the
expiration of the twelve years’ truce, renewed the war
with the Spanith monarchy. His great capacity inthe
military art' would have compenfated'for the inferiority

¢ Rufhworth, vol.i. p. 259, 4 K, vol, i, p. 144» Hacket's Life
of Williams. Coke, p. 107¢ :
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€ H A Piof his forces, had not the Spani{h armies been command-

XL1X

—~— ¢d by Spinola, a general equally renowned for condudly

1624.

Treaty with

France.

and more celebrated for enterprize and aétivity. In fuch
a fituation, nothing could bc more welcome to . the res
public than the profpect of a rupture between James and
the catholic king ; and they flattered themff’]ves as well
from the natural union of interefts between them and
England, as from the influence of the preu:nt conjunéture,
that powerful fuccours would foon march to their relief.
Accordingly, an army of fix thoufand men was levied in
England, and fent over to Holland, commanded by four
young noblemen, Eflex, Oxford, Southampton, and Wil
loughby, who were ambitious of diftinguifhing thems
felves in fo popular a caufe, and of acquiring military
experience under fo renowned a captain as Maurice.

It might reafonably have been c;.p(, Cted, that, as reli
gious zeal had made the recovery of the Palatinate appear
a point.of fuch vaft importance in England ; the fame
effe@t muft have been produced in France, by the force

merely of - political views and confiderations. . While

that principality remained in the hands of the houfe of
Auftria, .the French uuu}l: ions were furrounded on all
fides ‘by the pofleflions of that ambitious family, and
might'be-invaded by ful)cmr forces {rom every quarter,
It concerned the king of France, therefore, to prevent
the peaceable eftablithment of the emperor in, his new
conquefts; and both by the fituation and greater power
of-his. fate; he. was much better enabled than James to
give fuccour to the diftreffed Palatine . - But though
thefe views efcaped not Louis, nor cardinal Richljeu, who
Nnow bcgun to acquire an afcendant in, the French: court;
that ‘minifter was determincd to pave the vay-for his en-
terprizes by firft fubduing the Hugoniots, and thence tQ
e

proceced, by mature counfels, to humble the houfe of

?

2 Ses colle

g eltion of fate vagers by the sapl of ©!

arendon, p.393.
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iy Auftria. The profpe&®, however, of a conjunétion withc;m';‘.l’-
England was prefently embracel, and all imaginable e
encouragement was given to every propofal for concis 1624+
liating a marriage between Chirles and the princefs
Henrietta.

NorTwITHSTANDING the fenfble experience, which
James might have acquired of th: unfurmountable anti=
pathy, entertained by his fubjes, againft all alliance
with catholics, he ftill perfeverel in the opinion, that
his fon would be degraded by receiving into his bed a
princefs of lefs than royal extraltion. After the rupture,
therefore, with Spain, nothing ramained but an alliance

with France; and to that court he immediately applied
himfelf . The fame allurement had not here placey
i which had fo long entangled himin the Spanifth negoci-

ation: The portion promifed wis much inferior; and
the peaceable reftoration of the Palatine could not thence
be expeted. But James was afnid left his fon fhould
be altogether difappointed of a bride; and therefore, as
foon as the French king demanded, for the honour of
his crown, the fame terms which had been granted to the
Spanifh, he was prevailed with tc comply. And as the
prince, during his abode in Span, had given a verbal
promife to allow the Infanta the elucation of her ¢hildren
till the age of thirteen, this arti:le was here inferted in
it the treaty; and to that imprudence is generally imputed
) the prefent diftrefled condition of his pofterity. The
court of England, however, it muft be confefled, always
ot % pretended, even in their memorils to the French court,
, that all the favourable conditions, granted to the catho=
cho lics, were inferted in the marriag: treaty merely to pleafe
the pope, and that their ftrict execution was, by an

agreement with France, fecretlydifpenfed with #.

£ Rufhworth, vol, is pe 152, g See note [P] at the end of the
volume,

b As
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CH A P2 As much as the conclufion of the marriage treaty wag
L e 2CCeptable to the king, as much were 2all the military
¥623.  enterprizes difagreeable, both from the extreme difficulty

of :the undertaking in which he was engaged, and from
his own incapacity for fuch a fcene of a&ion.

Durine the Spanith negociation, Hcidt']bcrg and
Manheim had been taken by the imperial forces; and
Frankendale, though the garrifon was entirely Englifh,
was clofely befieged by them. After reiterated remone
ftrances from James, Spain interpofed, and procured a
fufpenfion of arms during eighteen months.  But 2s
Frankendale was the only place of Frederic’s ancient do
minions, which was ftill in his hands, Ferdinand, being
defirous of withdrawing his forces from the Palatinate,
and of leaving that ftate in fecurity, was unwilling that
fo important a fortrefs fhould remain in the pofleflion of
the enemy. To compromife all differences, it was agreed
to fequeftrate it in the Infanta’s hands as a neutral per-
fon ; upon condition that, after the expiration of the
truce, it Thould be delivered to Frederic ; though peace
fhould not, ‘at that time, be concluded between him and
Ferdinand 4, After the unexpected rupture with Spain,
the Infanta, when James demanded the execution of the
treaty," offered him peaceable pofleflion of Frankendale,
and.even promifed a fafe conduct for the garrifon through
the Spanith Netherlands : But-there was fome territory
of the empire interpofed between her ftate and the Pala-

tinate ; .and for paffage over that territory, no terms were

ftipulated ¥, By this chicane, which certainly had not
been employed, if amity with Spain had been preferved,
the Palatine was totally difpoflefi

ed of his patrimopial
dominions,

Tre Englith nation, however, an

and James’s warlike
council, were not dii’couraged. It was {till determined ta

i Ruthworth, vol, i, Ps 744 ¥ Idem, ibid, p, 1514

reconquer
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: reconquer the Palatinate ; a ftate lying in the midft of C )?LII;;P'
e m - &
£ Germany, poffefled entirely by the Emperor and duke of | :
: Bavaria, furrounded by potent enemies, and cut off from 1624,
0y 2 all communication with England. Count Mansteldt Mansfelds
expedition

was taken into pay; and an Englifh army of 12,000 foot
and 200 horfe was levied by a general prefs throughout
the kingdom. - During the negociation with France, vaft
promifes had been made, though in genera] terms, by
the French miniftry ; not only that a free aflage thould
be granted to the Englifh troops, but that powerful fuc-
b cours fhould alfo join them in their march towards the
Palatinate. In England, all thefe profeflions were haftily
interpreted to be pofitive engagements. The troops under
Pt Mansfeldt’s command were embarked at Dover ; but,
upon failing over to Calais, found no orders yet arrived Decembes,
for their admiffion, After waiting in vain during fome

time, they were obliged to fail towards Zealand ; where

it had alfo been neglected to concert proper meafures for

their difembarkation ; and fome fcruples arofe among the

States on account of the fcarcity of provifions,. Mean-
while, a peftilential diftemper creeped in among the Eng-
lith forces, fo long cooped up in narrow veflels. Half
the army died while on board; and the other half,
weakened by ficknefs, appeared too fmall a body to march
into the Palatinate!. And thus ended this ill-concerted 162,
and fruitlefs expedition ; the only difafter which hap-
pened to England, during the profperous and pacific reign
of James.

THAT reign was now drawing towards a conclufion,
With peace, fo fucce(sfully cultivated, and fo paflionately
Joved by this monarch, his life alfo terminated. - This
fpring he was feized with a tertian ague; and, when en-
couraged by his courtiers with the common proverb, that
this diftemper, during that feafon, was health for a king,

! Franklyn, p. 104, Rufhworth, vol.i, p. 154 Dugdaley pe 24

5 he
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C H A P, he replied, -that the prov erb was meant of a young king,
-0 | himfelf extremely i
 — —_ After fome fits, he found himfelf extremely” weakened,
1625 and fent for the prince, whom he exhorted to bear a ten.
der affe&ion for his wife, but to preferve a conftancy in
religion ; to protect the church of England ; and toex
tend his care towards the unhappy family of the Pala-
tine ™. ‘With decency and courage, he prepared himfelf
eath of the for his end ; and he expired on the 27th of March, ‘after
ot a reign over England of twenty-two years and {fome days

a.nd in the fift \'»mnth year of his age. His ruon over
Scotland was almoft of equal duration with his life. In
all hiftory, it would be difficult to find a reign lefs illufs
trious, yet more unfpotted and unblemithed than that of
James in both kingdoms.

His cha No prince, folittle cnterpriﬁng and fo inoffenfive, was

ter,

=1
£
“

ever fo much expofed to the oppofite extremes of calumny
and flattery, of fatire and panegyric.  And the facions,
which bcgan in his time, being ftill continuéd, have
made his charatter be as much difputed to this day, asis
commonly that of princes who arc our contemporaries.
Many virtues, however, it muft be owned, he was pof-
fefled of ; but fcarce any of them pure, or free from the
contagion of the neighbouring vices. His generofity
bordered on profufion, his learning on pedantry, his pa-
cific difpofition on puﬁ}lamm:ty, his wifdom on cunning,
his friendfhip on light fancy and boyifh fondnefs. While
he imagined that he was only maintaining his own autho-
rity, he may perhaps be fufpelted, in.a few of his actions,
and ftill ‘more of his pretenfions, to have fomewhat en-
croached on the liberties of his people : While he endea-
voured, by an exalt neutrality, to acquire the good will
of all his neighbours, he was able to preferve fully the
efteem and regard of none. His capacity was confider-
able ; but fitter to difcourfe on general maxims than to

®m Rufhworth, vol, i, p. 158,

conduét

Shg e s




'y condudk any intricate bufinefs : His intentions were juit; CXT”L]-‘;{.P-
but more adapted to the conduét of private life, than to
Uy the government of kingdoms.. Aukward in his perfon, 625
and ungainly in his manners, he was ill qualified to com-

j#,  mand refpeét ; partial and undifcerning in his affe&ions,

he was little fitted to acquire general love. Of 2 feeble
e temper more than of a frail judgment: Expofed to our
Mo ridicule from his vanity ; but exempt from our hatred by
Wi -~ his freedom from pride and arrogance. And upon the
Hisr whole, it may be pronounced of his charater, that all
his qualities were fullied with weaknefs, and embellifhed
by bumanity. Of political courage he certainly was de-
ftitute ; and thence chiefly is derived the firong prejudice,
which prevails againft his perfonal bravery : An inference,
o however, which muft be owned, from general experience,
to be extremely fallacious,

HEe was only once married, to Anne of Denmark, who
died on the 3d of March 1619, in the forty-fifth year of
her age ; a woman eminent neither for her vices nor her
virtues. . She loved fhows and expenfive amufements;
but poflefled little tafte in her pleafures. A great comet
appeared about the time of her deathy and the vulgar
elteemed it the prognoftic of that event. Seo confiderable
in their eyes are even the moft infignificant princes.

HEe left only one fon, Charles, then in the twenty-
fifth year of his age ; and one daughter, Elizabeth, mar-
ried to the eletor Palatine, She was aged twenty-nine
years. Thofe alone remained of fix legitimate children
born to him. He never had any illegitimate ; and he
never difcovered any tendency, even the fmalleft, towards
2 paffion for any miftrefs.

THE archbifhops of Canterbury during this reign were,
Whytgift, who died in 1604 ; Bancroft, in 1610; Ab-
bot, who furvived the king. The chancellors, lord
Ellefmore, who refigned in 1617 ; Bacon was firft lord

: keeper
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CH A P. keeper till 16195 then was created chancellor; and was

XLiX,

difplaced in 1621 ; Williams, bifhep of Lincoln, was

1625,

created lord keeper in his place.  The high 'tréafurers
were the carl of Dorfet, who died in 1609 ; the earl of
Salifbury, in 1612 ; the earl'of Suffolk fined and difplaced
for bribery in 1618 ; lord Mandeville, refigned'in 1621
ear] of Middlefex, difplaced'in 1624 ; the earl of Marls
borough fucceeded. The losd admirals werey the earl of
Nottingham, who refigned in 1618 ; the earl, afterwasds
duke of Buckingham. The fecretaries of ftate were the
ear] of Salifbury, Sir Ralph Winwood, Nanton, Calvert,
lord Conway, Sir Albertus Moreton.

THE numbers of the houfe of lords, in'the firft parlia-
ment of this reign, were feventy-eight temporal peers,
The ‘numbers in the firft parliament of Charles were
ninety-feven. . Confequently James, during ‘that" period,
created nineteen new peerages -above thofe that expired.

‘THE houfe of commons, in the firft parliament of this
reign, confifted of four hundred  and fixty-feven mem-
bers. It appears, that four boroughs revived their char-
ters, which they had formerly negleSted. And as the
firft parliament of Charles confifted of four hundred and
ninety-four .members, we may infer that James created
ten new boroughs,
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hef Civil government of Enpland during this petiods—
Ecclefiaftical gov "7&/72‘{/;!""“4/‘L"L’l}f}ff?‘.f‘—"-?.[ inances

Commerce Manufaltures

— Nay

Colonies

Learning and aris.

T may not be improper, at this period, to make a
Y ’ >
paufe ; and 'to take a furvey of the flate of the king-
dom. with regard to government, manners, finances
2 f=) S5 > 3 b ]
huss arms, trade, learning. Where a juft notion is not form-

akst ed of thefe particulars, hiftory can be little inftrutive,
and often will not be mtduslbh,.
- 1 S Wat the F (Yx- «
WE may fafely pronounce, that the Englith govern Civil go-

ment, at the. acceflion of the Scottith hne, was much vernment of
pa England,
more arbitrary, than it is at prefent; the prerogative lefs

limited, the liberties of the fubject lefs accurately defined
and fecured. Without mentioning other particulars, the
courts alone of high commiffion and itar-chamber were

*_ This hiftory. of the houfe of Stdart was written and publithed by the au-
thor before the hiftory of the houfe of Tudor, Hence it happens that fome
pafages, particularly in the prefent Appendix, may feem to be repetitions of
what was formerly delivered in the reign of Elizabeth. The authar, in
order to obviate this objeftion, has cancelled {ome few paffages in the fore-

going chapters,
fufficient
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Appendix. fufficient to lay the whole kingdom at the mercy of the
e

prince.

THE court of high commiffion had been erefed by
Elizabeth, in confequence of an act of parliament, paffed
at the beginning of her reign : By this ad, it was thought
proper, during the great revolution of religion, to am
the fovereign with full powers, in order to difcourage and
fupprefs oppofition. All appeals from the inferior eccle-
fiaftical courts were carried before the high commiffion;
and, of confequence, the whole life and doétrine of the
clergy lay direétly under its infpection. Every breach of
the aét of uniformity, every refufal of the ceremonies,
was cognizable in this court; and during the reign of
Elizabeth, had been punifhed by deprivation, by fine,
confifcation, and imprifonment.” James contented- him-
felf with the gentler penalty of deprivation ; nor was that
punithment inflicted with rigour on every offender ", All
the catholics too were liable to be punithed by this court,
if they exercifed any a&t of their religion, or fent abroad
their children or other relations, to receive that education,
which they could not procure them in their own country.
Popifh priefts were thrown into prifon, and might be
delivered over to the law, which ‘punithed them with
death ; though that feverity had been fparingly exercifed
by Elizabeth, and never almoft by James. In a word,
that liberty of confcience, ‘which we fo highly and fo
jutly value at prefent, was totally fupprefled ; and no
exercife of any religion, but the eftablifhed, was per-
mitted throughout the kingdom. Any word or writing,
which tended towards herefy or fchifm, was punifhable by
the high commiflioners or any three of them : They alone
were judges what expreflions had that tendency : They

m Archbithop Spotfwood tells us, that he was informed by Bancroft,

feveral years after the king's acceflion, "that not above 45 elergymen had been
deprived,

6 proceeded
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proteeded not by information, but upon rumour, f{ufpi- Appendix.

cion, or according to their own fancy: They adminiftred
an oath, by which the party cited before them, was
bound to anfwer any queftion, which fhould be propound-
ed to him :+ Whoever refufed this oath, though he:pleaded
ever fo juftly, that he might thereby be brought to accufe
himfelf or his deareft friend, was punifhable by imprifon-
ment s And ino thort, anzinquifitorial tribunaly with all
its ‘terrors and iniquities; was erected in. the kingdom.
Full>difcretionary powers were -beftowed with regard to
the enquiry, trial, fentence; and penalty inflicted ; ex-
cepting ‘only that corporal punifhments were reftrained
by that patent of the prince; which erected the court,
not by the alt of parliament, which empowered him.
By reafon of the uncertain limits, which feparate eccle-
fiaftical from civil caufes, all accufations.of adultery and
inceft’ were tried by the court of high commiffion ; and
évery complaint of wives againft their hufbands:was there
examined and difcuffed °©.  On like pretences, ‘every
caufe which regarded confcience, that is, every caufe,
could have been brought under their jurifdiction.

BuT there was a fufficient reafon, why the'king would
not be folicitous to ftretch the jurifdiction of ‘this court :
The ftar-chamber poflefled ‘the fame authority in civil
matters ; and 'its methods of proceeding were equally
arbitrary and unlimited. The origin of this .court was
derived from the moft remote antiquity ®; though it is
pretended, that its power had firft been carried to the
oreateft height by Henry VII.  In all tithes, however;

o Rymer, tom, xvii, p, 200,

» Rufhworth, vol. ii. p. 473. Tn Chambers’s cafe it was the unanimous
opinion of all the court of King’s Bench, that the court of flar-chamber wag
not derived from the ftatute of Henry VII. but was a court many years bee
fore, and one of the moft high and honourable courts of juftice. See Croke’s
rep, term. Mich, §Car, I, See further Camden’s Brit. vel. i, introd. p.254¢.

Edit, of Gibfon.

it
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it is confeffed, it enjoyed authority’; and at'no time was
. v L skt or '""Lth”d Of I’OC""diqw d
its authority circumfcribed, or methed of proceeding di
re@ed, by any precife law or ftatute.

WE have had already, ror fhall have fufficient occa-
fion, during the courfe of this hift
difpenfing power, the power of imprifonment; of exaft-

orv,: to.menticn the

ing loans 9 and benevolence, of prefling and quartering
foilicrs, of altering the cuftoms; of erecting monopolies,
Thefe branches of power, if not directly oppofite. to the
principles of all free government, muft, at leaft, beac-
knowledged dangerous to frecdom:in a monarchical con-
ftitution, where an eternal: jéaloufy muft beprefetved
againft the fovereign, and no difcretionary powers mufk
ever be entrufted to him, by which the property oriper-
fonal liberty of dny fubject-can be affected. | The kings
of England, however, had'almoft conftantly, exercifed
thefe powers ;-and if, on, any occafion, the prince had
been obliged to fubmit to laws.enalted againft them, he
hiad every in prattice, eluded thefe laws, and returned to
the fame - arbitrary adminiftration. 'During more thana
century befor¢' the acceffion of James, the regal autho-
rity, -in almofk all thefe particulars; had never once been
called in quéeftion.

WE may alfo obferve, that the principles in general,
which. prevailed during that age, were fo favourable to

S

@

monarchy, that they beftowed on it an authority almoft
abfolute and unlimited, facred and indefeafible.

THE meetings of parliameént were fo precarious'; their
feflions fo {hort, compared to/the vacations‘; that, when
men’s eyes were turned upwards in fearch of fovereign
power, the prince alone was apt to {trike them as the only
permanent magiftrate, invefted with the whole majefty
and authority of the ftate; - T'he great complaifance too

9 During the two laft centuries, no reign had paff:d without fome forced
eans from the fubjedt,

of

e O S

{
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of parliaments, during fo long a period, had extremely Appendix.

degraded and obfcured thofe affemblies; and as all in=
en drawn

{tances of oppolition to prerogative muft have be
from a remote age, they were unknown to a great many,
and had the lefs authority even with thofée, who were
acquainted with them. Thefe examples, befides, of lis
berty had commonly, in ancient times, been accompanied
with fuch circamftances of violence, convulfioh, civil
war, and diforder, that they prefented but a difagreeable
idea to the inquifitive part of the people, and afforded
fmall inducement to rerew fuch difmal f{cenes. By a

great many, therefore, monarchy, fimple and unmixed,

was conceived to be the rnment of England ; dnd

thofe populat aflfemblies were fuppofed to form only the

&

ornament of the fabric, without bcinT in any degree,
éffential to its beirg arid exiftence . The prerogative of
the crown was repreferited by lawyers as fomething real
and durable ; like thofe eternal effences of the fchoolsy
which no time or force could alter. The fan&ion of re<
ligion was, by divines, called in aid; dnd the monarch

of heaven was fuppofed to be inte Cl‘xd in fupporting the

 oft

authority of his earthly vicegerent. And though it is
pretended, that thefe doltrines were more of penly incul=
cated and more ftrenuoufly infifted on during the re'gn of
the Stuarts, they were not then invented § and.were only
found h} the court to be more neceffary at that period,
by reafon of the oppolfite do&trines, which egan to be
promulgated by the puritanical party °.

In confequence of thefe exalted ideas of kix nigly authe=
rity, the pn:mt;;tivc. befides the articles of jurifdiction,
founded on precedent, was, by many, fuppofed to poffefs
an inexhauftible fund of latent powers, which might be

exerted on amy emergence. Ineverr government, necef~

€ See note [ Q] at the end of the volume. # See note[R] atthe
end of the volume,

YVoir. V15,
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It was hot fupported either by money or force of

And, for this reafon, we ot wonder, that t
princes of that line 0 ext ly 3 of their
prerogat being 6, LEhat; 1 thofe ¢l
were ravi from tn they iiea N0 1n I ’

which thcv could maintai

laws. By the changes, whicl
the liberty and independer

dered much more full, intire,

public more uncertain and prcc::rions.

WE have had occafion to remark, in fo many

ftances, the b?goﬂ‘v which prcv;u_m.l in that age, that we ment.

Py

cts. L. wo
ed with

can look for no toleration among tl
Arians, under the title of her ’L:.‘

of - +h1 A "
fire during this period ; and no

reformation, had been free from li

fays, that thefe Arians were offe
ftake, if they would merit it by a recantation. A

man, who called himfelf the Holy Ghoft, was, w
any indulgence for his frenzy, cond demned to the fame
punithment. ‘T'wenty pounds a month, could by law,
be levied on every one, who frequented not the efta-

blithed worfhip. This rigorous law, however, had one

indulgent claufe, that the fines e
income of the perfon, It

&ed fthould not ex-

ceed two thirds of the yearly
had been ufual for Elizabeth to allow thofe penalties to
run on for feveral years; and to levy them all at once,

had incurred her

to the utter ruin of fuch ¢

difpleafure. -James was more humane in this, as in every

which fe-

other refpe@. The Purita

retly lurked in the church, but pretended not to any
3

1: £ Bl oy =
line. An attempt of that kind

feparate worfhip or cm:i;.
vould have been univerfally recarded as the moft unpar-
donable enormity. An\'l had the king been difpofed to

grant the Puritans a full toleration for a feparate exercife
of their religion, it is certain, from the fpirit of the
M2 times,
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that this feét itfelf would have defpifed and hated

1ed him with luke-~

- it, and would have reproac

warmnefs and indifference 1 icion. They
ly pure

maintained, that they themfelves were
t to be

chyrch ; that their
eftal

3

lifhed by law ; and that no others

{F; 3 - f - t SSPION,
ay be queitioned, refore, whether the

propriety deferve

adminiftration at this time could wi
2 i 1;-;:1;«! to the Puri-

efufed to comply

m! of their livings,
were otherwife
punifthed : And ought any man to accept of an office or

benefice in he declines compli-
-ules of that eftablifh-
punithed for frequent-
wufe there were  none
ant ‘ever aflumed or
> them. The greateft
would have con-
oce was univerfally,
yhers and zealots,

by ftatefmen and ecclefiaft

garded as fubverfive of civil fociety. Even fo great a

reafoner as lord Bacon,

t that uniformity in reli-

o BEF O 1T X Thens e
gon was aoloiutely n

to the fupport of govern-
could with fafery be given

to fectaries ¥, Nothing but the imputation of idolatry,

o

ment, and that no tolerati

which was thrown on the catholic religion, could juﬂif)’:

tn the eyes of the puritans themfelves, the {chifm made

nts,. who lived in pe-

; : excepting even thofe
of Greece and Rome, religious feéts and herefies and

W See his Ef (fay De unitate ecclefies

eccie,
o

{chifms,
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governmendt, d as

fattion, and pr

himfelf di-

laws. The magiftr:
2
reltly to the cure of this evil as of every other; and very

naturally attempte J by penal ftatutes, to fupprefs thofe

feparate co , and punifh the obftinate innova-

tors, But it was found by |

al experience, and -after
ipilling an ocean of blood in thofe theological Is
‘ ar cean od 111 tho rica. quduL Sy
that thv; evil was of a peculiar nature, and was both en-
amed by violent remedies, and diffufed itfelf more ra-
o b

pidly throughout the whole focicty. Hence, tho’ late,

iple and falutary praftice of

THE liberty of the prefs was incompatible with fuch

ims and fuch principles of government, as then pre-

d, and was therefore quite ynknown in that age.
loying the two terrible courts of ftar-chamber
flion, whofe powers ‘were unlimited ;

§
(\_1(. n Elizabeth exerted her authority by 1

aints upon
“

rt or iar-cname-

the prefs., She pafled a decree in*her co
b:r, that is, by her own will and pleafure, forbidding

iny book to be printed in any place but in London, Ox-
t\) , and Cambridge *; And another, in which fhe

pr(mmucd, under fevere penalties, the publifhing of any

 of any re-
, in any_fla-
made or. fet forth

i the true m/z

book or pamphlet again/? th.

]
tute or i

vs of this realm, or in any injunition

by her majefty or ber privy council, or agai

or meaning of any letters patent, commiffio

ns or  prohibitions
under the great feal of i: ngland 7. James extended the
fame penalties to the importing of fuch books from
abroad 4, And to render thefe ediéts more effeCtual, he

28th of Elizabeth. See ftate-trials: Sir Robert Knightly, vol. vii.
edie, 1, ¥ Rymer, tom, xvii. p. §22, z 1d, ibid,

M 3 afterwards




TAIN.

any book without z
interbury, the arch-
of London, or the vice-
erfities, or of fome perfon

ems of mo-

oétrine of ab-
nected with
ds the high-
> the fuppofed

Ys W ) {,UI.,T\L,
o T Bk sl el A iAo
folute'decrees has ever |

en Intims:

rees, above the
adopted thefe

and the Janfenifts too, a fanatical fe& in
ce, not to menti I

ns in Afia, have
b]iﬂnncnts

eligion pre-
him, the
e rigid principles
lonal decrees. Some
{fe innovations; but
and civil wars
made an infig-

1r

difputes about civil

iy 1 Aty as ]
hich the nation was agi-




h Appendix.
AN

riptions and articles of

the fhll ummwl 1er old

faith, was found to have totally Ulmfrcd her {peculative
N

do&rines, and to have embraced tenets more fuitable to

the genius of her di {cipline and worfhip, without its be-
ing pofiible to affign the precife period, in which the
alteration was produced.

It may be worth obferving, that James, from his great
defire to promote controyerfial divinity, ere&ed a college
at Chelfea for the entertainment of twenty perfons, who
fhould be entirely employed in refuting the papifts and
1_>uri1;ms b, All the efforts of the great Bacon could not

went for the cultivation of natural

procure ar
philofophy : Even to this day, no fociety has been infti-
tuted for thc pohﬂ\mi‘)‘ and fixing of our language. The
only encouragement, which the fovereign in England
has ever given to any thing, that has the appearance of
fcience, was this fhort-lived eftablifhment of James ; an
inftitution quite fuperfluous, confidering the unhappy
propenfion, which, at that time, fo univerfally poflefled
the nation for polemical theology.

THE manners of the Maagers,

1onarchical government
med not that ftrange mixture, w hich, at thcm, diftin=

1

'wh es Encland from a!l other C”‘»L{I‘.’.’I‘it‘& Such violent

duftry and de=

3
Q
-
:J

'
extremes were then unknown,

bauchery, frugality and profufion, civility and rufti u\s,

fanaticifm and fcepticifm. Candour,
are the only qualities, which the Englith of that age
pofiefled in common with the prefent.

Hicnu pride of family then prevailed ; and it was by a2
I our, that the gentry and

y and ftatelinefs of behavic the

nobility dnllngv,xiﬂ}:d themfelves from the common peo-

et, p. 685. Camden’s Brit, vol.i. p. 370 Gibfon’s edit.

1
i
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Appendix. ple, Great riches, acquired by commerce, were miore

rare, and had not, as y{:L) been able to (fOD{OUﬂd Ix]l_

ranks of men, and render monecy the chief foundation of

¢ 1n the comnion

C

diftin&ion. Mouch ceremony took pl

intercourfe of life, and little familiarity was indulged by

the oreat., Th which refult from Opu-

o

lence, are fo folid and re

21, that thofe who are poffeffed
4Ethe ed not dread the near approaches of their infe~
Of them need not dread the near approacnes of t I

et

viors, The diftinGions of birth and title being more

ary, foon vanifth upon familiar accefs

1 ‘ £

HE expences of the great confifted in pomp and
thow, and a numerous retinue, rather than in conveni-
ence and true pleafure. The earl of Nottingham, in
his embafly to Spain, was attended with 500 perfons ;
The ear] of Hertford, in that to Bruflels, carried 300
gentlemen along with him. Lord Bacon has remarke !
that the Englifh nobility, in his time, maintained 2
larger retinue of fervants than the nobility of any other
pation, except, perhaps, the Polanders <,

Civiv honours, which now hold the firft place, were,
at that time, fubordinate to the mllimry. The young
gentry and nobility were fond of diftinguifhing them.
felves by ‘arms. The fury of duels too prevailed more
than at any time before or fince 4, This was the turn,
that the romantic chivalry, for which the nation was
formerly fo renowned, had lately taken.

LisERTY of commerce between the fexes was in-
dulged ; but without any licentioufnefs of manners, The
court was very litile an exception to this obfervation,
James had rather entertained an averfion and contempt

ha omalee . . ; b
for the females; nor were thofe young courtiers, of

¢ Effays De profer. fin, imp,

Herbert’s Memoirs,

4 Franklyn, p. . See alo Lord

whom
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whom he was fo fond, able to break through the efta-
blithed manners of the nation.

Tre firt fedan chair, feen in England, was in this
reign, and was ufed by the duke of Buckingham; to
the great indignation of the people, who exclaimed, that
he was employing his fellow creatures to do the fervice
of beafts.

THE country life prevails at prefent in England be-
yond any cultivated nation of Europe; but it was then
much more generally embraced by all the gentry, = The
encreafe of arts, pleafures, and focial commerce was juft
beginning to produce an inclination for the fofter and
more civilized life of the city. James difcouraged, as
much as poflible, this alteration of manners. ¢ He was
¢ wont to be very earneft,” as lord Bacon tells us,
¢ with the country gentlemen to go from London to
¢ their country feats. And fometimes he would fay
¢ thus to-them: Gentlemen, at London, you are like fhips
¢ in a fea, which fhow like nothing ; but, in your country
¢ villages, you are like [bips in a river, which lok like
 grec e,”

He was not content with reproof and exhortation. As
queen Elizabeth had perceived, with regret, the encreafe
of London, and had reftrained all new buildings by pro-
clamation; James, who found that thefe ediéts were not
exaltly obeyed, frequently renewed them ; though a ftrick
exccution feems ftill to have been wanting. He alfo
iflued reiterated proclamations, in imitation of his pre-
deceflor ; containing fevere menaces againft the gentry,
who lived in town . This policy is contrary to that,
which has ever been pratifed by all princes, who ftu-
died the encreafe of their authority. Toallure the nobi-
lity to court ; to engage them in expenfive pleafures or

¢ Apophthegms, £ Rymer, tom, xvii. p. 632.

employments,
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Appendix. employments, which difipate their fortune ; to encreafe

their fubig[’;ian to minifters by attendance; to weaken
their authori ity in the provinces by abfence : Thefe have
been tlh common arts of ;1rb1rr:u‘y government, But

jzm-:%s, befides that he had certainly laid no plan for ex-

tending his power, had no money to fupport a fplendid .

, or beftow on a numerous retinue of gentry and

1

He thought too, that, by their living together,
7 became ‘more fenfible of their own ftrength, and
lulge too curious refearches into matters of
.~ To remedy the prefent evil, he was defi-
rous of difperfing them into their country feats ; where,
he hoped, they would bear 2 more fubmiffive reverence
to his authority, and receive lefs fupport from each other,
But the co ntrary effe@ foon followed. The riches,
amaffed during their refidence at home, rendered them
independant,. The influence, acquired by hofpitality,
e them formidable, T “hey would not be led by the
court: ‘They could not be driven: And thus the fyf-
tem of the Englifh government received a total and a

vl

tudden alteration in the courfe of lefs than forty years.

governm

THE firft rife of commerce and the arts had contri-
buted, in préceding reigns, to {Catter thofe immenfe for-
tunes of the barons, which rendered them fo formidable
both to king and people. The farther progrefs of thefe
advantages began, during this re ign, to ruin the {mall
proprietors of lande; and, by both events, the gentry,
or that rank which compofed the houfe of co mmons, ef-
larged their power and authority. The early improve-

mernits in lumn> were feized bv the greater nobles, whofe

fortunes , ‘pla cing them 'J.LOVC frugali ty, or even calcu-

lation, were foon d iffi pnrcd in expenfive pleafures. Thefe
improvements m;chv d at laft all men of property ; and
thofe of flender for tunes, who, at that time, were often

£ Cabbala, p: 224, fuft edit,

men
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o men of family, imitating thofe of 2 rank immediately Appendix.
) above them, reduced themfelves to poverty. Their lands, ¥

coming to fale, fwelled the eftates of thofe, who poflef

riches fufficient for the fafhionable expences ; but who

were not exempted from {ome care and attention to their

domeftic ceconomy.
THE gentry alfo of that age were cngaged in no ex-

pence, except that of country hofpitality. No taxes

were levied, no wars waged, no attendance at court ex-
b

pefed, no bribery or profufion required at clections
Could human nature ever reach h',w.ppinc{'s, the condition

of the Englifh gentry, under fo mild and benign a a prince,

might merit that appellation.
Tue amount of the king’s revenue, as it ftood 11 Financess
ywn lands, 80,000 pounds

1617, is thus ftated .
a year ; by cuftoms and new impofitions, near 190,000 ;
by wards and other various branches of ‘revenue, befide

el purveyance, 180,000. The whole amoun 1ting t0 450,000,
The king’s ordinary difburfements, by the fame account,

are faid to exceed this fum thirty-fix thoufand pounds %
All the extraordinary fums, which James had raifed by
fubfidies, loans, fale of lands, fale of the title of baro-
ftates, and by the king of France,

net, money paid by the
benevolences, &Fc. were, in the whole, about two mil-
lions two hundred thoufand pounds. Of which the fale

of lands afforded feven hundred and feventy-five thou-

fand pounds. The extraordinary difburfements of the
ons ; befide above. four hun-

king amountec d to two mill

h Men feem then to have been ambitious of reprefenting the counties,

but carelefs of the boroughs. A feat in the houfe was, in itfelf, of fmall

importance: But the former became a point of honour among the gentles

even ,. o1 s - ) .
men. Journ, 10 Feb, 1620. Towns, which had formerly negleted their

right of fending members, now began to claimit.  Journ, 26 Feb, 1623,
abftra@, or brief declaration of his Majefly’s revenue, with the

affignations and defalcations upon the fame.

. T . - < .
k The excefs was formerly greater, as appears by Salifbury’s account.
See chap. 2,

dred
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dred thoufand pounds given in pr

a {uflicient reafon appears, p ) Altcchary €X-
pences, partly from want of a rigid ceconomy, why the

o

king, even early in his reign, was deeply involved in debt,

and found great difficulty to fupport the o government,
FARMERs, not commiflioners, levied the cuftoms. It
feems, indeed, requifite, that the former method thould

always be tried before the latter ; though 3 preferable

one, When men’s own intereft is concerned, they fll
upon an hundred expedients to prevent frauds in the
merchants ; and thefe the public may afterwards imi-
tate, in eftablithing proper rules for its officers.

THE cuftoms were fuppofed to amount to five per cent,
of the value, and were levied upon exports, as well as
imports, Nay, the impofition upon exports, by James’s
additions, is faic

unt, 1n fome few Initances, to

his pra

twenty-five per cent.

¢tice, fo hurtful to in-

dufuv prevails ftill in France, Spain, and moft countries

b b >
of Luuw The cuftoms in _:()c.;._j yielded 127,000
pounds a-year ! ; : They rofe to 160,000 towards the Llld

of the reign

- Some accounts make them amount to
190,000 pounds,

INTEREST, during this u.:arn, was at ten per cent, till
1624, when it was 1cd iced to e H This high intereft
is an_indication of the great pro
commerce,

and {mall progrefs of
s granted by parliament,
amounted not to more than
divided among twenty-one

years, makes 30,000 pounds a-year. I do not in-
clude  thofe {upplies,

THE cxtraordmarv fupplies
during this whole reign,
630,000 pounds ; which,

amounting to 300,600 pounds,
which were given to the kmfr b) his laft parliament,

Thefe were paid in to their own commiflfioners ; and
the expences of the Spanith war were much more than

I Journ, 21 May, 1604,

m Idem, 31 May, 1621.

fufficient

!

——
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fufficient to exhauft them. The diftrefled family of th" Appendix,

Palatine was a great burthen on James, during part of
his reign. The king, it is pretended, pOhgﬁc;u not fru-
gality, proportioned to the extreme narrownefs of his
revenue. Splendid equipages, however, he did not af-
fec, nor coftly furniture, nor a luxurious table, nor pro-
digal miftrefles. His buildings too were not fumptuous ;
though the banqueting-houfe muft not be forgot, as a
monument, which does honour to his reign. Hunting
was his chief amufement, the cheapeft pleafure in which
a king can indulge himfelf. His expences were the effects
of. liberality, rather than of luxury.

1

ONE

fome of his court

, it is faid, while he was ftanding amidft

A7
ay
J

a porter pafled by, loaded with
money, \\'i\icn ke was carrying to the treafury. The

king tiut Rich, afterwards earl of Holland,

urites, whifpered fome-

enquiry, he found,

t money make me !
; :

1 upon him,

d, You

1
e a fumy but 1

J

v yigd 4
ohlivins
9] ovhging @

worthy man, whom I love, The y of James was

more the refult of a benign humour or light fancy, than

of reafon or judgmént. The objects of it were fuch as

could render themfelves him in his loofe

hours ; not fuch as were endowed with great merit, or who
poflefled talents or popularity, which could ftrengthen
his intereft with the people.

Suesipies and fifteenths are frequently mentioned by
hiftorians ; but neither the amount of thefe taxes, nor the
method of levying them, have been well explained. It
appears, that the fifteenths formerly correfponded to the
name, and were that proportionable part of the move-

ables.
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But a v

of Ec .;”V'l‘u E{f that valuation was

and each town p fum, which

tellow-ci-

hat of a
b a 1'ubﬁdy :1mountcd

¢

fortieth, it was not above

78,000 °. It aftewards fell to 70.000 : and was conti-
&3 / 3

to 120,000 pounds :
nually decreafing ». . The re: y collected from
the method of Ic evying it. 7 learn from the fub-
xwy bills 9, that one fubfidy
in the pokmd on L;.p, ar

en for four fhillings

lings and eight pence
ounties ; a confiderable tax,
Sut this was only the ancient

ﬂute of a l"x_Lbﬁdy. thx‘it\: the reign of James, there

Wwas not p: of ;ix;‘:t fum. The tax

was fo far ;)cr!'\:"'

nl 7 1n the co ounty

where he lived,

in other
ion of
his property, and rated him accordingly. To preferve,
however, fome rule in th

counties ; and ¢l

tion,. it feems to have

been the pra -flments, and

to rate ever anceftors, or men of

fuch an eftim ay. This
was a fufficic

notwith{ta;

med to

ould not encreafe,
: g icreafe of money and rife of
rents. But there was an evident rea o

1y they conti-

m Coke’s Inft,

filies temporary, ° Journ. rr Julv

1GZ1N0Se

n Id. fube
Soke’s Infty

book iv. chap, i. fubfidies

nually




T4 N.E 8. L

nually decreafed. The favour, as is natural to {fuppofe, ran Appendiz.
alway$ againft the crown ; ef] pecially during the later end

of Elizabeth, when fubfidies became numerous and fre~

quent, and the fums 1'=\'1cu were confiderable, compared

to former fupplies. 'The afleflors, though accuftomed

to have an eye to ancient eftimations, were not bound to

obferve any fuch rule; but might rate anew any perfon,
according to his prefent income. When rents fell, or
parts of an eftate were fold off, the proprietor was fure to

reprefent thefe lofles, and obtain a diminution of his fub-

ﬁdy ; but where rents rofe, or new lands were purchafed,

he kept his own fecret, and paid no more than formerly.

The advantage, therefore, of every change was taken

1

againft the crown; and the crown could obtain the ad-

vantage of none. And to make the matter worfe, the

S

alterations, which happened in property during this age,

were, in general, unfavourable to the crown. The fmall
proprietors, or twenty pound men, went continually to
decay ; and when their eftates were fwallowed up by

Jm a greater, the new purchafer encreafed not his fubfid

Ye

So loofe indeed is the whole method of rating fubfidies,

that the wonder was not how the tax fhould continually

dirainifh ; but how it yiclded any revenue at all. It be-

came at laft fo unequal and uncer

that the parlia-

ment, was obliged to change it into a land tax.

THE price of corn, during this reign, and that of the
other neceflaries of life, was no

higher, than at prefent. By a proclamation of James,

zines, whenever wheat fell below

eftablithing public mag
thirty-two fthillings a quarter, rye below eighteen, barley
below fixteen, the commiflioners were empowered to
purchafe corn for the magazines *. Thefe prices then
are to be regarded as low ; though they would rather pafs

* Rymer, tom. xvii, p.» §26. To the fame purpofe, fee alfo 21 Jac. vi.
cap, 28,

for
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for high by our prefent eftimation. The ufual bread of
the poor was at. this time made of barley ®. The beft
wool, during the greateft part of James’s reign, was at
thirty-three fhillings a tod : At prefent, it is not above
twc—'th'rrds of that value ; though it is to be prefumed,
that our exports in woollen goods are fomewhat encreafed,
The finer manufaltures too, by the progrefs of arts and
induftry, have rathier diminithed in price, notwithftands
ing the gredt encreafe of money. In Shakefpeare, the
hoftefs tells Falftaff, that the fhirts fhe bought him were
holland at eight thillings a-yard ; a’high price at this day,
even fuppofing, what is not probable, that the beft hols
land at that time was equal in goodriefs to the beft tha

can now be purchafed. In like manner, a yard of velvet;
about the middle of Elizabeth’s reign, was valued at two
and twenty fhillingst. I have not been able by any
enquiry to learn the common price of butcher’s meat
during the reign of James *. But as bread is the chief
article of food, and its price has a great influence on

every thing elfe, we may prefume, that cattle bere a

t value as well as corn.  Befides, we muft confider;
that the general turn of that age, which no laws could -
prevent, was the cenverting arable land into pafture: A
certain proof that the latter was found more profitable,
and confequently that all butcher’s meat; as well as bread,
was rather higher than at prefent, We have a regula-
tion of the market with regard to poultry and fome othet
articles, very earlygn Charles I.’s reign¥ ; and the prices
are high. A turkey cock four ﬂlillings and fixpence, 4

$ Rymer, tom. xx. p: I57T t See a compendium or dialogue inferted
in the Memoirs of W ol, chap, 23,

v The avthor has fince difcovered in Dr, Birch’s Life of prince Henry,
that that prince made an allowance'of near a groat a pound throughout the
year, for all the beef and mutton wfed in his family, See p. 449. This
price agrees very well with the calcylations here delivered,

¥ Rymer, tom, xix, pe 51T,

2 furkey




surkey her sheafant ¢ {ix, a phea
fant hen fiy i ry 2 goofe two, 2
capon two and {ixpence t one a xpence, a
rabbit eight pence, a dozen of pigeons fix fhillis 3

We muft confider, that London at prefent is more than

three times more populous. than it was at that time

circumftance, which much encreafes the
and of every thing that cannot conveni
from a diftance : Not to mention, that thef
by authority are always calculated to dit

T he contra@ors

would {uthice at

nce between that

ENce in expe

age and the prefent confifts in the wants of
3 < . ¢ ,
men, which have fince extremely I'hefe.z

J

are the principal reafons, why James’s revenue would
go farther than the fame money in our time ; though the
difference is not near fo great as is ufually imagined.
THE public was entirely free from the danger and ex-
pence of a ftanding army. While James was vaunting

is divine viceg

and boafting of his high preroga-

tive; he poflefled not fo much as a fingle regiment. of

ouards to maintain his extenfive claims :
=]
proof, that he fincerely believed his pretenfions to be well

grounded, and a ftrong prefumption, that they were at

leaft built on what were then deemed plZufible a
P

X We may judge of the great grievance of purveyance by this {t J
that the purveyors often gave but fixpence for a duzen of pigeons, and two

yence for a fowl, Journ 25 May, 1026,

v Rvmer 1 it B ddy et {ot
y ;\)\ntl,f(‘uln.)wl,l 441, et leq.

z This volume ‘was writ about fiftcen yea

1770, In that thort period, prices have perhaps rifen more, tl

the preceding hundred and fifty,

Vo, VI. N The

Arme,
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Appendix. ‘The militia of England, amounting to 160,000 men 2,

was the fole defence of the kingdom. It is pretended,
that they were kept in good order during this reign®,
The city of London proc cured officers, who had ferved
abroad, and who taught the trained bands their exercifes
in artillery garden; a praltice which had been difconti-
nued fince 5‘38. All the counties of England, in emu-
lation of the capital, were fond of fhowing a well-ordered
and ‘.»vcll-qppouncxl militia. It appeared, that the natural
propenfity of men towards military fhows and exercifes
will go far, with a little attention in the fovereign, to-
wards exciting and ﬂ\ppr.ntmg this {pirit in any nation.
The very boys, at this time, in mimickry of their elders,
inliffed themfelves voluntarily into companies, elected
and ;3raét117cd the di(cipln;w? of which the models
expofed to their view<, Sir Edward
, in a memorial compofed at the beginning of

that England was {o unpro-
1

ed with horfes fit for war, that 2000 men could not

poffibly be mounted throughout the whole kingdom ¢,
e T e #
eed of horfes is fo much improved,

fe which are employed, either in the
on, or coach, would be fit for that purpofe.

THE diforders of Ireland obliged James to keep up
fome forces there, and put him to great expence. The
common pay of a private man in the infantry was eight
pence a-day, a lieutenant two fhillings, an enfign eighteen
pence . ‘The armies in Europe were not near fo nu-
merous, during that age; and the private men, we mag
ebferve, were drawn tmm a better rank than at prefent,
and approaching nearer to that of the officers.

@ Journ, ¥ March, 1623. b Stowe, See alfo Sir Walter Raleigh
of the prerogatives of parliament, and Johnfoni hi&, lib. xviii, ¢ Stowe,

d In the Harleyan mifce cllany, vol, iv, Pr 258 ¢ Rymer, tom, xvis

P 77
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In the year 1583, there was a general review made of Appendix.
all the men in England, capable of bearing arms ; and

thefe were found to amount to 1,172,000 men, according

5

to Raleigh . It is impoffible to warrant the exa@nefs of

there this computation ; or rather, we may fairly prefume it to
b be fomewhat inaccurate. But if it dpproached near the

truth, England has probably, fince that time, encreafed
in populoufnefs, ¥The growth of London, in riches and
beauty, as well as in numbers of inhabitants, has been
prodigious. - From 1600, it doubled every forty years €
and confequently, in 1680, it contained fot.r times as
many inhabitants, as at the beginning of the century.
It has ever been the center of all the t:';‘.J* in the king-

1

dom; and al

N 1 + ) PR = 2
101t the onty town that affords f

ciety .Ani
amufement. The affe@ion, which the Englifh bear to
a country life, makes the provincial towns be lit ttle fre=
ed by the gentry. Nothing but the allurements of

the capital, which is favoured by the refidence of the
king, and by being the feat of government, and of all the
courts of juftice, can prevail over their paffion for their
rural villas,

Lonpon, at this time, was almoft entirely built of
wood, and in every re f;,-p. was certainly a very ugly city.
"The earl of Arunc

of brick buiiding{s he

1 firft introduced the general praltice

THE navy of England was efteemed very formidable Navy,
in Elizabeth’s time, yet it confifted only of t‘nrtv— hree
fhips befides pinnaces i : And the largeft of thefe would

not equal our fourth rates at prefent. Ralc;gn advifes

f Of the invention of thipping. This number is much fuperior to that

contained in Marden, and delivered by Sir Edward Coke to the houfs of
commons ; and is more likely.

g Sir William Petty. b Sir Edward Walker’s political difcourfes,
P. 270, i Coke's Inft, book iv. chap, 1, Confyltation in parliament
far the navy,

N 2 never




>
@)
~+
3
=3
)
e

<, James
years preceding
d ﬁf[y thou-
e the value of thirty-

wnually eave
ip. that ever had

g this reign.

ouns ™,

lity, ‘were converted

Vi
ocod a condition ™.
e

LVERY {efiion of pa
we meet with grievous lam 1

cay of trade
)

rain{t their fortune and con-
" was deceived by thefe popular

to account for the total

1¢ heard {fo much exaggerated °

wint of money
It may, however, be affirmed, that, during no preceding

period of Englifh hiftory, was there a more {enfible en-

craafe, than during the reign of this monarch, of all the

advantages which diftinguifh a flourifhing people. Not
only the peace which he maintained, was favourable to
induftry and commerce : His turn of mind inclined him
topromote the peaceful arts: And trade being as yet in its
¢ been the more evi-

infanicyy all additions to it

¢ By Raleigl

the fleet in the twe

s account, in his difcourfe of the firft invention of fhipping,
confifted only of thirteen fhips,
anl were augmented afierward ven,  probably reckoned fome te be
pirnaces, wi
Monfon makes: the number
+ Stowe, n Parl, Hifty

Journ, 11 March,
arrount only to nine new fhi
V0.4 Vi, P+ Q1e

dent
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blinded by

which was 1

d - - ~A ’ Hirl P = ]
By an account 9, wnich feems judic
it appears, that all the feamen, employed 1

rvice, amounted to 10,000 m¢ w'nU‘ probably

&
0
»

}

eds not the fifth part of their nt number. Sir

1ys, that poficfled three
than the but that their

i

thips were of inferior 1

‘he latter r. Sir

Wi illiam Monfon computed th naval power to

be little or nothing inferior he Dutch ¢ which is
furely an exaggeration. The Dutch at this time traded
to England with 600 thips; Eng
fixty only .

A cATALOGUE of

to Holland with

mpariion YU &
1YV ¢} " o
Almc all the more elaborate a

were only cultivat
)

darlie in Tralv
arly in itaiys

building

1 ¢the § S i Yoot B o g
and the founding of 1ron cannon were the 10.ie,

in whicl h excelled. . _They feem, indeed, to

& L")'l‘ CON111te

A 9.V 1 Face
Wool, however, was allowed to be

cxpo(iui 1gth of the ki exportation was

proclamation ; that edict was

ted.  Moft of

then for bid

never ftrictly e

and drefled who

raw, and ‘was dye ;

gained, it is pretended, 700,000 pounds a-year by this

P Seenote [S] at the end of ti e volume. 1 The trade’s encreafe

in the Harleyan mife, vol. iii. son his tr.xvcl:, Harl, miic.

t Raleigh’s

2 manufature,
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Appendix. manufadture Y. A proclamation, iffued by the king,
ey )

againft exporting cloth in that condition, had fucceeded
fo ill, during one year, by the refufal of the Dutch to
buy the dreffed cloth, that great murmurs arofe againfk
it; and th

is
plained of by the nation, as if it had been the moft im-

meafure was retracted by the king, and com-

politic in the world, It feems indé&d to have been
premature.

In fo little credit was the fine Englifh cloth even ag
home, that the king was obliged to feek expedients, by

which he might eng

oe the people of fathion to wear it %
The manufaGture of fine linen was tatally unknown in
the kingdom 7.

1

THE company of merchant-adventurers, by their pa-
tent, poflefled the fole commerce of woollen goods, though
the ftaple commodity of the nation, An attempt, made
during the reign of Elizabeth, to lay open this important
trade, had been attended with bad confequences for a
time, by a confpiracy of the merchant-adventurers, not
to make any purchafes of cloth ; and the queen immedi~
ately reftored them their patent.

IT was the groundlefs fear of a like accident, that
enflaved the nation to thofe exclufive companies, which
confined fo much every branch of commerce and induftry,
The parliament, however, annulled, in the third of the
king, the patent of the Spanifth company ; and the trade
to Spain, which was, at firft, very infignificant, foon
became the moft confiderable in the kingdom, It is

W Journ. 20 May, 1614, Raleigh, in his obfervations, computes the
Jofs at 400,000 pounds to the nation. There are about 80,000 undrefled
cloths, fays he, exported yearly. He computes, befides, that about 100,000
pounds a year had been loft by kerfies 3 not to mention other articles, The

account of 200,000 cloths a-year exported in Elizabeth®s reign feems to be

exaggerated,

* Rymer, tom, xvii. p. 4150 ¥ Id, ibid,

ftrange,




v

F ook iMcE S K

flrange, that they were not therice encouraged to abolifh Appendix,

all the other companies, and that they went no farther
than obliging them to enlarge their bottom, and to faci-
litate the admiffion of new adventurers.

A BOARD of trade was ereted by the king in 1622 %
One of the reafons, afligned in the commiffion, is to
remedy the low ffiice of wool, which begat complaints
of the decay of the woollen manufalory. It is more
probable, however, that this fall of prices proceeded from
the encreafe of wool. The king likewife recommends
it to the commiflioners to enquire and examine, whether
a greater freedom of trade and an exemption from the
reftraint of exclufive companies, would not be beneficial.
Men were then fettered by their own prejudices ; and the
king was juftly afraid of embracing a bold meafure, the
confequences of which might be uncertain. The di-
gefting of a navigation aét, of a like nature with the
famous one executed afterwards by the republican parlia-
ment, is likewife recommended to the commiflioners.
The arbitrary powers, then commonly afflumed by the
privy-councily appear evidently through the whole tenor
of the commiffion.

Tus filk manufaGure had no footing in England :
But, by James’s direction, mulberry-trees were planted,
and filk-worms introduced % The climate feems unfa-
vourable to the fuccefs of this proje&t. The planting of
hops encreafed much in. England during this reign.

GREENLAND isthought to have been difcovered about:
this period ; and the whale-fithery was carried on with
great fuccefs: But the induftry of ‘the Dutch, in {pite
of all oppofition, foon deprived the Englifh of this fource
of richess A company was erected for the difcovery of
the north-weft paflage ; and many fruitlefs attempts were
made for that purpofe. In fuch noble projeéts, defpair

z Rymer, tom, Xvii. p. 410, a Stowes

N 2 ought
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oht never to be admitte

I the abfolute impoffibilit ty

ndies had-been opened to the
th ; but fh\f trade to

{tablithed till this reion,

B

1t-Thip that Ene-

nd perithed

In 16 1e company,
€ = {4 1= nents
ron of Portuguefe, and gained 2 con nplete

il £ ?
During the follow-

o B
was gullty or great inju-
/ & / J
1es towards the

’ and deft

.':1}1“_ in expelling many of their

faltc ents : But thefe vio-

1 with a proper {pirit by the court of

naval ‘force was equipped under the earl
of Oxford ¢, and I y in wait for the return of the Dutch
l“ 2ft-India fleet. By reafon of crofs winds, Oxford failed

})L'r}}"){eﬁ and the D

o
»1‘

itch e 1‘01:"(.'1. Some time after,
one rich thip was tx"f‘n by vice
was ftipulated by the [‘u*"‘l to pay 70,000 pounds to
the Englith company, in confideration of the loffes which
that company had fuftainedd. But neither this ftipula-
tion, nor the fear of reprifals, northe fenfe of that
friendthip which fubfifted between England andw the
ftates, could reftrain the

iral Merwin ; and it

avidity of the Dutch company,
or render them equitable “in ‘their proce

edings towards
their allies.

[mpzmr;z: to 1‘.“','(5 the fole pofleflion of the

fpice-trade, ‘which t} E_‘.

olith then fhared with them,

"j’
\®)

on over a faltory of the latter in

¢ In 1622, 4 Johnfloni hifty

the




the ifland of Amboyna ; and on very 1;:.17“3_,,

abfurd pretences, feized all the faétors with them f: u.xll"“
and put them to death with the moit mhxz;;;'x rtures,
This difmal news arrived in England at the time when
James, by the prejudices of his fubjects and the intrigues
of his favourite, was conftrained to make a breach with
Sy

acquiefce in this indignity from a {tate, whofe alliance

vain; and he was obliged, after fome remonftrances, to

was now become neceflary to him. It is remarkable,
that the nation, almoft without a. murmur, fubmitted to
this injury from their proteftant confederates ; an injury,
which, befides the horrid enormity of the altion, was
of much deeper importance to national intereft, than all
thofe which they were fo impatient to refent from the
houfe of Auftria.

Tue exports of England from Chriftmas 1612 to
Chriftmas 1613 are computed at 2,487,435 pounds : The
imports at 2,141,151 : So that the balance in favour of
England was 346,284 . But in 1622 the exports were
2,320,436 pounds; the imports 2,619,315; which makes
a balance of 298,879 pounds againft England f. The
coinage of England from 1599 to 1619 amounted to
4,779,314 pounds, * 13 thillings and 4 pence &: A
proof that the balance in the main was con fiderably in

favour of

. As the annual imports and ex-

or rofe to near five millions, and the cuftoms

never yiddcd fo much as

which ton

, that the new

rates, affixed by James, did not, on the whole, amount
to one fhilling in the pound, and confequently were ftill
inferior to the intention of

he (\rig}ml grant of parlia-

ment.  The Ealt-India cor uﬁmlly carried out a
third of their carpo in commodities b. The trade to
bs

e Miflelden’s circle of commerce, p. 721, f 1d. ibid, & Happy

futore ft

d, e 78, % Munn's Difcourfe on the Eaft-India
trade,

Turkey

pounds a-year, of
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. Turkey was one of the moft gainful to the natione, [t

: appears that copper halfpence and farthings began to be

Colonies,

coined in this reign . Tradefmen commonly had carried
on their retail bufinefs chiefly by means of leaden tokens,
The fmall filver penny was foon loft and at this time was
no where to be found.

WHaAT chiefly renders the reign of James memorable,
is the commencement of the Englith colonies in America;
colonies eftablithed on the nobleft footing that has been
known in any age or nation. The Spaniards, being the
firft difcoverers of the new world, immediately took pof-
feflion of the precious mines which they found there ; and,
by the allurement of great riches, they were tempted to
depopulate their own country as well as that which they
conquered ; and added the vice of {loth to thofe of avidity
and barbarity, which had attended their adventurers in
thofe renowned enterprizes. That fine coaft was entirely
negle€ted, which reaches from St. Auguftine to Cape
Breton, and which lies in all the temperate climates, is
watered by noble rivers, and offers a fertile foil, but no-
thing more, to the induftrious planter. Peopled gradu-
ally from England by the neceflitous and indigent, who,
at home, encreafed neither wealth' nor populoufnefs, the
colonies, which were planted along that tra&, have pro-
moted the navigation, encouraged the induftry, and even
perhaps multiplied the inhabitants of their mother-
country. ‘The {pirit of independency, which was reviv-
ing in England, here thone forth in its full luftre, and
received new acceflion of force from the afpiring character
of thofe, who, being difcontented with the eftablifhed
church and monarchy, had fought for freedom amidft
thofe favage defarts.

QuEeEN Elizabeth had done little more than given a
name to the continent of Virginia ; and, after her plant-

& Munn’s Difcourfe on the Eaf-India trade, Ps 17, h Anderfon,
ol 1, pu 4770

ing
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Ing one fecble colony, which quickly decayed, that Appendixs

country was entirely abandoned. But when peace put
an end to the military enterprizes agzainft Spain, and left
ambitious fpirits no hopes of making any longer fuch ra-
pid advances towards honour and fortune, the nation
began to fecond the pacific intentions of its monarch,
and to feek a furer, though flower expedient, for acquir-
ing riches and glory. In 1606, Newport carried over 2
colony, and began a fettlement; which the company,
erccted by patent for that purpofe in London and Briftol,
took care to fupply with yearly recruits of provifions,
utenfils, and new inhabitants. About 1609, Argal dif-
covered a more dire&t and fhorter paflage to Virginia,
and left the track of the ancient navigators, who had firft
direGed their courfe fouthwards to the tropic, failed
weftward by means of the trade winds, and then turned
northward, till they reached the Englith fettlements.
The fame year, five hundred perfons under Sir Thomas
Gates and Sir George Somers were embarked for Virgi-
nia. Somers’s thip, meeting with a tempeft, was driven
into Bermudas, and laid the foundation of a fettlement in
thofe iflands. Lord Delawar afterwards undertook the
government of the Englith colonies : But notwithftanding
alk his care, feconded by fupplies from James, and by
money raifed from the firft lottery ever known in the
kingdom, fuch difficulties attended the fettlement of
thefe countries, that, in 1614, there were not alive more
than 400 men, of all that had been fent thither.  After
fupplying themfelves with provifions more immediately
neceffary for the fupport of life, the new planters began
the cultivating of tobacco; and James, notwithftanding
his antipathy to that drug, which, he affirmed to be per~
nicious to men’s morals as well as their health ¥, gave

k Rymer, tom, xvils p. 6214

e
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couraged fuch generous
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preferved, and

gs, were more juft and

great naval force have
y ftill ‘preferve during ‘fome time, the
nd over her colonies. And fuch ad-
vantages have commerce i
thefe eftablifhments,

Englith thipping is at pre

dominion of Er

1 to be employed
in carrying  on the traffick with 'the American fettles
ments.

AGRICULTURE was anciently very imperfeét in Eng:
land. The
hiftorians, from
and the prc
years, are f{ufficient proofs, tl

the produce depended

entirely on the fc and that art had as yet done no-

thing to fence

£ he mjuries of the heavens.  Dur-

ing this reion, co

rovements were made, 2s
in moft arts, {o in this, ‘the moft benefic;

any. A

numerous cata

med of books and pamph-

lets, treating of hufbh:

€ 1 N were \’,'l'i:ffll Zl‘L‘/OUf
thistime. ‘The nation, “however:

I1 dependent on
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foreigners for daily bread ;-and though its exportation of Appendic

grain now forms a confi ble “branch of its:commerce,

notwi thi ;L’H}(hﬂ“ its Y“'Obu le (HCIC"IC of COJ 1 there was
’l 3

in that period, a regular import from Lhc LA‘ ic as'well as

from France y and if it ever ftopped, the bad confequences
were fenfibly felt by the nation. = Sir Walter Raleigh in

his mbmmm:m computes, that two millions went out at
& one time for corn. - It was not ti’:l the fifth of Elizabeth,

that the w\portntion of .corni ‘had been allowed .in Eng-

land ; and Camden obferves, that agriculturey from-that

moment, received new life

the genuine véments of

d of it muit for cver

AR .
appearl

f mankind. The glari

N 1
ed antithefis, the unna

S

employed by early \vr",v:ra; not

ed, but becaufe they fcarcely ever occurred to them.
0

An cufy, unforced ftrain of fentiment runs through their

(ompm tions ; the

at the fame time we may ob

that. amidft the moft elecant fimplicity of thought and
) I b, &

expreflion, one is fometimes furprifed to meet with a poor

conceit, which had prefented itfelf unfought for, and

which the author had not acquired critical obfervation

enough
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Appendix. enough to condemn ”. A bad tafte feizes with avidity

thefe frivolous beauties, and even perhaps a good tafte,
ere furfeited by them: They multiply every day more ang
more in the fathionable compofitions : = Nature and good
fenfe are neglected: Laboured ornaments ftudied and
admired : And a total degeneracy of ftyle and language
prepares the way for barbarifm and ignorance. Hence
the Afiatic manner was found to depart fo much from the
fimple purity of Athens: Hence that tinfel eloquence,
which is obfervable in many of the Roman writers, from
which Cicero himfelf is not wholly exempt, and which
fo much prevails in Ovid, Seneca, Lucan, Martial, and
the Plinys.

ON the revival of letters, when the judgment of the
public is yet raw and unformed, this falfe glifter catches
the eye, and leaves no room, either in eloquence or poe-
try, for the durable beauties of folid fenfe and lively

o

paflion. The reigning genius is then diametrically op-

pofite to that which pres
The It

brated, have not reached the proper fimplicity of thought

on the firft origin of arts,

in writers, it is evident, even the moft cele-

and compofition ; and in Petrarch, T'affo, Guarini, frivo-
lous witticifms and forced conceits are but toa predomi-
nant. The period, during-which letters were cultivated
in Italy, was fo fhort as fcarcely to allow leifure for cor
reéting this adulterated relifh.

THE more early French writers are liable to the fame
reproach. Voiture, Balzac, even Corneille; have too

m The name of Polynices, one of Ocdipus’s fons, means in the original
s between the two brothers, in Afchys
s conceit is employed; and it is remarks
irum could not be rejected by any of thefe three
poets, fo juftly celebrated for their tafte and fimplicity,  What could Shake-
fpeare have done worfe 7 Terence has his inceptio eft amentium, non amantiunms
Many fimilar inflances will occur to the learned: . Ib i anililonokarninl

much quarrell

lus, Scphocles, and Euripides,

able, that fo poor a conn

Ariftotle treats very ferioufly of puns, divides them into feveral clafies, and
recommends the ufe of them to orators,

much
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much affe@ed thofe ambitious ornaments, of which the Appendix.

Italians in general, and the leaft pure of the ancients fup-
plied them with fo many models. And it was not till
late, that obfervation and refletion gave rife to a more
natural turn of thought and compofition among that ele-
gant people.

A LikE chara&@er may be -extended to the firft Eng«
lith writers ; fuch as flourifhed during the reigns of Eli-
zabeth and James, and even €ll long afterwards.
Learning, on its revival in this ifland, was attired in the
fame unnatuyal garb, which it wore at the time of its
decay among the Greeks and Romans. And, what may
be regarded as a misfortune, the Englith writers were
poflefled of great genius before they were endowed with
any degree of tafte, and by that means gave a kind of
fan&ion to thofe forced turns and fentiments, which they
fo much affe@ed. Their diftorted conceptions and ex-
preflions are attended with fuch vigour of mind, that we
admire the imagination which produced them, as much
as we blame the want of judL;r‘Pnt which gave them ad-
mittance. To enter into an exact criticifm of the writers
of that age, would exceed our pre (\ nt ;u'"f\ie, A fhort
chara&er of the moft eminent, delix
freedom which hiftory exercifes over kings and minifters,

rered with the fame

may not be improper. The national prepo lCﬂlOllS, which
prevail, may perhaps render the former liberty not the
leaft perilous for an author,

Ir Shakefpeare be confidered as a MaN, born inarude
age, and educated in the loweft manner, without any
inftru&@ion, either from the world or from books, he may
be regarded as a prodigy : If reprefented as a PogT, ca=
pable of furnifhing 2 proper entertainment to 2 refined or
intelligent audience, we muft abate much of this eulogy
In his compofitions, we regret, that many irregularities,
and even abfurdities {hould fo frequently dlaﬁ -ure the ani-

mated
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rmixed with the >in ; ‘and

at the fame time, we perhaps admire the more thofe beay-

{furrounded with fuch

ties, on account of

deformities. 1 dh*\' of fentiment, ada apted

cquently hits, as it were by
J

y of thought he can-

iny time, uphold. Nervous and picturefque
as well as defcriptions, abound in him ; ‘but
ain we look either for purity or fimpli icity of

total

ignorance of .all theatrical art and

however material a defe&t; yet, as it affedts
the fpectator rather than the reader, we can.more eafily
excufe, than that want of tafte which often prevails in his
produélions, and which

I iy, -only by intervals, to
the irradiations of - genius. A it .and fertile genius he

certainly poflefled, and one enriched equally with a tragic

and comic vein; but, he be cited as a proof,
how dangerous it is to rely on thefe advantages alone for
attaining an excellence in the finer arts ", . And there

may even remain a fufpicion, that we over-rate, if pol-

fible, the greatnefs of his ge in the fame manner as

bodies often: appear more cigantic, on account of their
Pl g >
being difproportioned and mifhapen. He died in 1616,
5 35321 £
aged 53 years.
Jonnson poflefled all the lear ng which was wanting
to Shakefpeare, and wanted ;ul the genius of which the

other was poffefl
in tafte and elecance

ony and correélr

fervile copift of ¢
P
Englith the beauti
o
authors, without accomm

his age and country.

AL s allv ecli
merit has been Lot..h,' €Cil

o

by that of Shakefpeare, whofe rude wenius prcvaiicd over
the rude art of his cotemporary. ‘The hez

8 Inwvenire etiam barbar; [olent, difponere et ornare non
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has ever fince taken a ftrong tinQure of Shakefpeare’s
fpirit and character ; and thence it has proceeded, that
the nation has undergone, from all it’s neighbours; the
reproach of barbarifin; from which it’s valuable produc-
tions in fome other parts of learning, would otherwife
have exempted it, Johnfon had a penfion of a hundred
marks from the king, which Charles afterwards aug-
mented to a hundred pounds, ' He djed in 1637, aged 63.

Famrrax has tranflated Taflo with an elegance and
cafe, and, at the fame time, with an exaénefs, which,
for that age, are furprifing. = Each line in the original is
faithfully rendered by a correfpondent line in:the tranfla-
tion, Harrington’s tranflation of Ariofto is not likewife
without its merit., It is to be regretted, that thefe poets
fhould have imitated the Italians in their ftanza, which
has a prolixity and uniformity ‘in ity that difpleafes in
long performances. They had otherwife, as well as
Spencer, who went before them, contributed much to the
polifhing and refining of Englifh verfification.

In Donne’s fatires, when carefully infpeQed, there
appeat fome flathes of wit and iigenuity ; but thefe to~
tally fuffocated and buried by the harfheft and moft uji-
couth expreflion, that is any-where to be met with,

Ir the poetry of the Englith was fo rude and imperfe&
during that age, we may reafonably expet that their
profe would be liable to ftill greater obje&ions. Though
the latter appears the more eafy, as it is the more natural
method of compolition ; it has ever in practice been fournd
the more rare and difficult; and there fcarcely is an in-
ftance, in any language, that it has reached a degree of
perfection; before the refinement of poetical numbers and
expreflion.  Englith profe, during the reign of James,
was writ with little regard to the rules of grammar, and
with a total difregard to the elegance and harmony of the
period.  Stuffed with Latin fentences and citations, it

Vor. VI. O likewife

=)
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likewife imitated thofe inverfions, which, however for-
cible and graceful in the ancient languages, are entirely
contrary to the idiom of the Englifh. T fhall indeed
venture to affirm, that, whatever uncouth phrafes and
expreflions occur in old books, they were chiefly owing
to the unformed tafte of the author ; and that the lan-
guage, fpoken in the courts of Elizabeth and James, was
very little different from that which we meet with at pre-
fent in:good company.  Of this opxmon the little fcraps
of {peeches which are found in the parliamentary journals,
and which carry an air o oppolfite. to the laboured ora-
tions, feem to be a fufficient proof; and there want not

=k

productions of that age, which, being writ by men who
were not authors by profeffion, i

2 very natural man-

ner,and: may

give us fome idea of L*‘»r‘ I:’_ngvugc which
prevailed among men of the world. ' I fhall particularly

mention Sir John :Davis’s difcovery, Throgmortons,
Eflex’s; and Nevil’s letters. In. a more early period,

Cavendifh’s life of cardinal Wolfey, the pieces that re-
main of bithop Gardiner, and Anne B leyn’s letter to the

O
kin«z, differ little or nothing from the language of our

eat glory of literature in this ifland, during the
reign of Jan 1es, was lord Bacon. Moft of his pelform-
ances were compofed in Latin ; though he poflefled nei-
ther the elegance of that, nor of his native tongue, If
layed by this man;

we confider the varie y of talents dif]

as.aipublic fpeaker, a man of bufinefs, a wit, a courtier,
a companion, an author, a philofopher ; he is juftly the

reat admiration. If we confider him merely a

an author and philofopher, the light in which we view

ve

him at prefent, thougl eftimable, he was. yet infe-

rior to his coten Nnpora

y

» Galilzo, perhaps even to Kepler.
Bacon pointed out at a diftance the road to true philofo-
phy: Galilzo both i‘.oin::d it out to others, and made

himfelf
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: himfelf confiderable advances in it. The Englifhman Appendix.
I was ignorant of geometry : _The Florentine revived that
fcience, excelled in it, and was the firft that applied it,
together with experiment, to natural philofophy. The
former rejected, with the moft pofitive difdain, the fyftem
of Copernicus : The latter fortified it with new proofs,

derived both from reafon and the fenfes. Bacon’s ftyle is
ftiff and rigid : His wit, though often brilliant, is alfo
often unnatural and far-fetched ; and he feems to be the
original of thofe pointed fimilies and long-fpun allego-
ries, which fo much diftinguifh the ‘Englith authors :
Galilzo is a lively and agreeable, though fomewhat a
prolix writer. But Italy, not united in any fingle go-
vernment, and perhaps fatiated with that literary glory,
which it has poflefled both in ancient and modern times,
has too much neglected the renown which it has acquired
by giving birth to fo great a man. That national {pirit,
which prevails among the Englith, and which forms their
great happinefs, is the caufe why they beftow on all their
eminent writers, -and on Bacon among the reft, fuch
praifes and acclamations, as may often appear partial
and exceffive, He died in 1626, in the 66th year of his
age.

IF the reader of Raleigh’s hiftory can have the patience
to wade through the Jewith and Rabbinical learning
which compofe the half of the volume, he will find,
] when he comes to the Greek and Roman ftory, that his
il pains are not unrewarded. Raleigh is the beft model of
that ancient ftyle, which fome writers would affe&t to
revive at prefent. He was beheaded in 1618, aged 66
years,

CAMDEN’s hiftory of queen Elizabeth may be efteemed
good compofition, both for the ftyle and the matter. It
is written with fimplicity of expreffion, very rare in that
age, and with a regard to truth. It would not perhaps

02 be
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Apperdix. be too much to affirm, thatit is among the beft hiftorical
st produétions which have yet been compofed by any Eng-
lithman. It is well known that the Englifh have not
much excelled in that kind of literature. He died in
1623, aged 73 years.
WeE fthall mention the king himfelf at the end of thefe
Englifh writers ; becaufe that is ks place, when confi-
dered as an author. It may fafely be affirmed, that the
mediocrity of James’s talents in literature, joined to the
great change in national tafte, is one caufe of that con-
tempt, under which his memory labours, and which s
often carried by party-writers to a great extreme, Itis
remarkable, how different from ours were the fentiments
of the ancients with regard to learning. Of the firfk
twenty Roman emperors, counting from Cafar to Se-
verus, above the half were authors; and though few of
them feem to have been eminent in that profeffion, it is
always remarked to their praife, that, by their example,
they encouraged literature. Not to mention Germani-
cus, and his daughter Agrippina, perfons fo nearly allied
to the throne, the greater part of the claffic writers,
whofe works remain, were men of the higheft quality,
As every human advantage is attended with inconvenis
ences, the change of men’s ideas in this particular may
probably be afcribed to the invention of printing ; which
has rendered bocks fo common, that even men of flender
4 fortunes can have accefs to them.

TraT James was but a middling writer may be al-
fowed : That he was a contemptible one can by no means
be admitted. - Whoever will read his Bafilicon Doron,
particularly the two laft books, the true law of free mo-
narchies, his anfwer to cardinal Perron, and almoft all
his fpeeches and meffages to parliament, will confefs him
to have pofleffed no mean genius. If he wrote concern-
ing witches and apparitions ; who, in tha age, did not
i admi
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admit the reality of thefe fiditious beings? If he has
compofed a commentary on the Revelations, and proved
the pope to be Antichrift ; may not a fimilar reproach be
extended to the famous Napier ; and even to Newton, 3t
a time when learning was much more advanced than dur-
ing the reign of James? From the groflnefs of its fuper-
ftitions, we may infer the ignorance of an age; but never
thould pronounce concerning the folly of an individual,
from his admitting popular errors, confecrated by the
appearance of religion.

SucH a fuperiority do the purfuits of literature poflefs
above every other occupation, that even he, who attains
but a mediocrity in them, merits the pre-emigence above
thofe that excel the moft in the common and vulgar pro-
feflions. The fpeaker of the houfe of commons is ufually
an eminent man ; yet the harangue of his Majefty will
always be found much fuperier to that of the fpecaker, in
every parliament during this reign,

EvERrY fcience, as well as polite literature, muft be
confidered as being yet in its infancy, Scholaftic learn-
ing and polemical divinity retarded the growth of all true
knowledge, Sir Henry Saville, in the preamble of that
deed by which he annexed a falary to the mathematical
and affronomical profeffors in Oxford, fays, that geome-
try was almoft totally abandoned and unknown in Eng-
land°. The beft learning of that age was the ftudy of
the ancients. Cafaubon, eminent for this {pecies of
knowledge, was invited ovex from France by James, and
encouraged by a penfion of 300 a-year, as well as by
church preferments P, The famous Antonio di Dominis,
archbifhop of Spalatro, no defpicable philofopher, came
likewife into England, and afforded great triumph to the
nation, by their gaining fo confiderable a profelyte from

® Rymer, tom, Xvii, p. 217+ p Ibid, p. 709.
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Appendics the papifts, * But the mortification followed foon after
The archbithop, though advanced to fome ecclefiaftical
preferments 9, received not encouragement fufficient to
fatisfy his ambition: He made his efcape into Italy,
where foon after he died in confinement. )

9 Rymer, tom. xyii, p. g5,
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A parliament at Weftminfter-— At Oxford-—Naval
expedition againft Spain

Second parliament—--
Timpeachment of Buckingham —— Violent meafures
of the court War with France
to the ifle of RLE.

Expedition

N O fooner had Charles taken inte his hands thec H A P,

. . . L.
reins of government, than he fhowed an impatience, SRR

to affemble the great council of the nation ; and he would
gladly, for the fake of difpatch, have called together the
fame parliament, which had fat under his father, and
which lay at that time under prorogation. But being
told that this meafure would appear unufual, he iffued
writs for fummoning a new parliament on the 7th of
May ; and it was not without regret that the arrival of
the princefs Henrietta, whom he had efpoufed by proxy,
obliged him to delay, by repeated prorogations, their
meeting till the eighteenth of June, when they affembled
at Weftminfter for the difpatch of bufinefs. The young
prince, unexperienced and impolitic, regarded as fincere
all the praifes and carefes, with which he had been load-
ed, while active in procuring the rupture with the houfe
of Auftria. ~And befides that he laboured under great
neceflities, he haftened with alacrity to a period, when
he might receive the moft undoubted teftimony of the

O 4 dutiful

1625, |
27thMarch

A parlia-
ment at
Weftmin-
fter.

18th June,
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c HI A P. dutiful attachment of his fubjects. His difcourfe to the

—— parliament was full of fimplicity and cordiality. He
1625, lightly mentioned the occafion which he had for fupply,
He employed no intrigue to influence the {uffrages of the
members. He would not even allow the officers of the
crown, who had feats in the houfe, ta mention any par-
ticular fum, which might be expeted by him. Secure
of the affeions of the commons, he was refolved, that
their bounty thould be entirely their own deed ; unatked,
unfolicited ; the genuine fruit of fincere confidence and

regard.

THE houfe of commons accordingly took into confi-
deration the bufinefs of fupply. They knew, that all the
money granted by the laft parliament had been expended
on naval and military armaments ; and that great antici-
pations were likewife made on the revenues of the crown,
They were not ignorant, that Charles was loaded witha
large debt, contracted by his father, who had borrowed
money both from his own fubjects and from foreign
princes. They had learned by experience, that the pub-
lic revenue could with difficulty maintain the dignity of

the crown, even under the ordinary charges of governs
ment, . They were fenfible, that the prefent war was,
very lately, the refult of their own importunate applicas
tions and entreaties, and that they had (olemn]y engaged
to fupport their fovereign in the management of it,
"They were acquainted with the dificulty of military en-
terprizes, directed againft the whole houfe of Auflria;
againft the king of Spain, poffefled of the greateft riches
and moft ‘extenfive dominions of any prince in Europe;
againtt the emperor Ferdinand, hitherto the moft fortu-
aate monarch of his age, who had fubdued and aftonifhed
Germany by the rapidity of his victeries. Deep impref-

* Rufhworth, vol, i, P
P: 108,

+ ¥71. Parl, Hif, vol, vi, p. 446, Franklyn,

fions,
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fions, they faw, muft be made by the Englith {fword,C H A F:
and a vigorous offenfive war be waged againft thefe mighty R ;

potentates, ere they would refign a principality, which xf25

they had now fully fubdued, and which they held in fe-
cure pofleflion, by its being furrounded with all their
other territories.

To anfwer, therefore, all thefe great and important

ends ; to fatisfy their young king in the firft requeft

which he made them ; ‘to prove their fenfe of the many

royal virtues, particularly ceconomy, with which Charles
was endued ; the houfe of commons, conduéted by the
00k I wifeft and ableft fenators that had ever flourifhed in Eng-
land, thought proper to confer on the king a fupply of

two {ubfidies, amounting to 112,000 pounds *.

Trrs meafure, which difcovers rather a cruel mockery

sft of Charles, than any ferious defign of fupporting him,
§ o appears fo extraordinary, when confidered in all its cir-
b cumftances, that it naturally fummons up our attention,
fia and raifes an enquiry concerning the caufes of a conduél
e unprecedented in an Englifh parliament. So numerous
th b an affembly, compofed of perfons of various difpofitions,

was not, it is probable, wholly influenced by the fame

motives; and few declared openly their true reafon. We
thall, therefore, approach nearer the truth, if we men-

Gl b

tion all the views, which the prefent conjunéture could
fuggeft to them,

IT is not to be doubted, but fpleen and ill-will againg
the duke of Buckingham had an influence with many:
So vaft and rapid a fortune, fo little merited, could not
fail to excite public envy; and, however men’s hatred

might have been fufpended for a moment, while the duke’s
1 b condu& feemed to gratify their paflions and their preju-
dices, it was impofiible for him long to preferve the affec-

s A fubfidy was now fallen to about 56,000 pounds, Cabbala, p. 224.

c.a

§i1 & edit,
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CH A& P.tions of the people. His influence over the modefty of
& Charles exceeded even that which he had acquired oyer L
1625. the weaknefs of James ; norwas any public meafure con- ‘
ducted but by his counfel and direction, His vehement
temper prompted him to raife fudden]y, to the higheﬁ
elevation, his flatterers and dependents : And, upon the ,
leaft occafion of difpleafure, he threw them down with ‘
equal impetuofity and violence. Implacable in his ha.
tred ; fickle in his friendthips: All men were either
regarded as his enemies, or dreaded foon to become fuch,
The whole power of the kingdom was grafped by his in-
fatiable hand ; while he both engrofled the entire confi-
dence of his mafter, and held, invefted in his fingle

perfon, the moft confiderable offices of the crown,

Howgever the ill-humour of the commons might have
been encreafed by thefe confiderations, we are not to {up-
pofe them the fole motives. The laft parliament of
James, amidft all their joy and feflivity, had given him
a {upply very difproportioned to his demand and to the
eccafion. And, as every houfe of commeons, which was
elected during forty years, fucceeded to all the paffions
and principles of their predeceffors ; we ought rather to
account for this obftinacy from the general fituation of
the kingdom during that whole period, than from any
circumftances, which attended this particular conjunc-
ture.

THE nation was very little accuftomed at that time to
the burthen of taxes, and had never opened their purfes
in any degree for fupporting their fovereign.  Even Eli-
zabeth, notwithftanding her vigour and frugality, and

i the neceflary wars in which fhe was engaged, had reafon
to complain of the commons in this particular; nor could
the authority of that princefs, which was otherwife almoft
abfolute, ever extort from them the requifite fupplies.
Habits, more than reafon, we find, in every thing, to

3 be
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be the governing principle of mankind, In this viewC H A P.
likewife the finking of the value of {fubfidies muft be con- Ly
fidered as a lofs to the king. The parliament, {wayed 1625

L by cuftom, would not augment their number in the fame

proportion,

THE puritanical party, though difguifed, had a great
authority over the kingdom ; and many of the leaders
among the commons had fecretly embraced the rigid
tenets of that fect. All thefe were difgufted with the
court, both by the prevalence of the principles of civil
liberty, effential to their party; and on account of the
reftraint, under which they were held by the eftablifhed
hierarchy. In order to fortify himfelf againft the refent-

ment of James, Buckingham had affected popularity,

and entered into the cabals of the puritans : But, being
fecure of the confidence of Charles, he had fince aban-
doned this party ; and, on that account, was the more
expofed to their hatred and refentment. Though the
religious ' {chemes of many of the puritans, when ex-

plained, appear pretty frivolous, we are not thence to
imagine, that they were purfued by none but perfons of
weak underftanding. Some men of the greateft parts
and moft extenfive knowledge, that the nation, at this

time, produced, could not enjoy any peace of mind; :
becaufe obliged to hear prayers offered up to the Divinity,

by a prieft, covered with a white linen veftment.
THE match with France, and the articles in favour of
catholics, which were fufpected to be in the treaty, were

likewife caufes of difguft to this whole party: Though
L it muft be remarked, that thc connexions with that

crown were much lefs obnoxious to the proteftants, and
lefs agreeable to the catholics, than the alliance formerly
t; projected with Spain, and were therefore received rather
e with pleafure than diffatisfaction,

fie i To all thefe caufes we muft yet add another, of con-
4 fiderable moment, The houfe of commons, we may ob-

erve,




CH A P ferve, was almoft entirely
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governed by a'fet of men of

)

t i the moft uncommon capacity and the largeft views:

th

Z5e

Men, who were now formed into a regular party, and
united, as weil by fixed aims and projects, as by the
hard{hips which fome of them had undergone in profe«
cution 6f them, Among thefe we may mention the
names of Sir Edward Coke, Sir Edwin Sandys, Sir Ros
bert ‘Philips, Sir Francis Seymour, Sir Dudley Digges,
Sir John Elliot, Sir Thomas Wentworth, Mr, Selden,
and Mr. Pym. Animated with 2 warm regard to liberty,
thefe generous patriots faw with regret an unbounded
power exercifed by the crown, and were refolved ta
feize the opportunity, which the king’s neceflities offered
them, of reducing the prerogative within more reafon-
able compafs.  Though their anceftors had blindly given
way to practices and precedents favourable to kingly
power, and had been able, notwithftanding, to preferve
fome {mall remains of liberty ; it would be impoffible,
they thought, when all thefe pretenfions were metho-
dized and profecuted by the encreafing knowledge of the
age, to maintain any fhadow of popular government, in
oppolition ta fuch unlimited authority in the fovereign,
It was neceffary to fix a choice : Either to abandon ef-
tirely the privileges of the people, or to fecure them by
firmer and more precife barriers than the conftitution had
hitherto provided for them. In this dilemma, men of
fuch afpiring geniufes and fuch independent fortunes
could not lang deliberate : They boldly embraced the
fide of freedom, and refolved to grant no {upplies to their
neceffitous prince, without extorting conceflions in fa-
vour of cijvil liberty.
cent and noble: The means, regular and conftitutional.

To gra

grant or refufe fupplies was the undoubted privilege
of the commons,

The end, they efteemed benefi-

And as all human governments, par-
ticuiarly thole of 2 mixed frame, are in continual fluctua-
tion ;
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tion ; it was as natural, ‘in their opinion, and allowable, € HI AP
for popular affemblies to take advantage of favourable .
incidents, in order to fecure the fubjects; as for mo- 1625
narchs, in order to extend their own authority, With
%leafure, they beheld the king involved in a foreign war,

which rendered him every day more dependent on the

parliament ; while at the fame time the fituation of the

kingdom, even without any military preparations, gave
it fufficient fecurity azainft all invafion from foreigners.
Perhaps too, it had partly procceded from expectations
of this nature, that the popular leaders had been fo ur-
e x gent for a rupture with Spain ; nor is it credible, that

religious zeal could fo far have blinded all of them as to
make them difcover, in fuch a meafure, any appearance
of neceflity, or any hopes of fuccefs.

Bur, however natural all thefe fentiments might ap~
pear to the country-party, it is not to be imagined, that
Charles would entertain the fame ideas. Strongly preju-
diced in favour of the duke, whom he had heard fo
highly extolled in parliament, he could not conjecture
the caufe of fo fudden an alteration'in their opinions.
And when the war, ‘which they themfelves had fo ear-
neftly folicited, was at laft commenced, the immediate
defertion of their fovereign could not but feem very
ftrange and unaccountable. Even though no farther mo-
tive had been fufpe@ed, the refufal of fupply, in fuch
circumftances, would naturally to him appear cruel and
deceitful : But when he perceived, that this meafure

proceeded from an intention of encroaching on his, au-

thority, he failed not'to regard thefe aims as highly
criminal and traitorous.. Thofe lofty ideas of monar-
chical power, which were very commonly adopted during
i that age, and to which the ambiguous nature of the Eng-
| lith conftitution gave fo plaufible an appearance, were
firmly rivetted in Charles; and however moderate his

temper,




el

e

:
h

=

206

HISTORY OF GREAT BRITAIN.

C H A P.temper, the natural and unavoidable prepofieflions of felf-

v~ love, joined to the late uniform precedents in favour of

1625.

z1th July,

aft Auguft,

Parliament
at Oxford,

prerogative, -had made him regard his political tenets as
certain, and uncontroverted.  Taught to confider even
the antient laws and conftitution more as lines to dire®
his conduct than barriers to withftand his power ; a con-
fpiracy to ereCt new ramparts, in order to ftraiten his
authority, appeared but one degree removed from open
fedition and rebellion.  So atrocious in his eyes was fuch
adefign, that he feems even unwilling to impute it to
the commons : And, tho’ he was obliged to adjourn the
parliament by reafon of the plague, which at that time
raged in London ; he immediately re-affembled them at
Oxford, and made a new attempt to gain from them
fome fupplies in fuch an urgent neceffity.

CHARLES now found himfelf obliged to depart from
that delicacy, which he had formerly maintained. By
himfelf or his minifters, he entered into a particular de-
tail, both of the alliances which he had formed, and of
the military operations which he had proje&ted ®. He
told the parliament, that, by.a promife of f{ubfidies, he
had engaged the king of Denmark to take part in
the war; that this monarch intended -to enter Germany
by the north, and to rouze to arms thofe princes, who
impatiently longed for an opportunity of aflerting the
liberty of the empire ; that Mansfeldt had undertaken to
penetrate with an Englith army into the Palatinate, and
by that quarter to excite the members of the evangelical
union ; that the ftates muft be fupported in the unequal
warfare which they maintained with Spain ; that no lefs
a fum than 700,000 poundsa year had been found, by
computation, requifite for all thefe purpofes; that the
maintenance of the fleet and the defence of Ireland de-
manded an annual expence of 400,000 pounds; that he

2 Dugdale, p. 25, 26,

himfelf




CIH AR/L:E S .1

himfelf had already exhaufted and anticipated, in the
public fervice, his whole revenue, and had fcarcely left
fufficient for the daily fubfiftence of himfelf and his fa-
mily ¥ ; that, on his acceflion to the crown, he found a
debt of above 300,000 pounds, contraéted by his father,
in fupport of the Palatine; and that, while prince of
Wales, he had himfelf contracted debts, notwithftanding
his great frugality, to the amount of 70,000 pounds,
which he had expended entirely on naval and military
armaments. ~ After mentioning all thefe facts, the king
even condefcended to ufe entreaties. He faid, that this
requeft was the firft which he had ever made them ; that
he was young and in the commencement of his reign ;
and, if he now met with kind and dutiful ufage, it
would endear to him the ufe of parliaments, and would
for ever preferve an entire harmony between him and
his people *.

To thefe reafons the commons remained inexorable.
Notwithftanding that the king’s meafures, on the fuppo-
fition of a foreign war, which they had conftantly de-
manded, were altogether unexceptionable, they obfti-
nately refufed any farther affiftance. Some members,
favourable to the court, having infifted on an addition of
two fifteenths to the former fupply, even this pittance
was refufed 7 ; though it was known, that a fleet and
army were lying at Portfmouth, in great want of pay
and provifions ; and that Buckingham, the admiral, and
the treafurer of the navy, had advanced on their own
credit near an hundred thoufand pounds for the fea-
fervice ?. Befides all their other motives, the houfe of
commons had made a difcovery, which, as they wagged

w Parl, Hift, vol, vi. p, 396.

X Rufh, vol, i, p. 177, 178, &c. Parl, Hift. vol. vi. p. 399 Franklyn.
ps X083, 109. Journ, 10 Aug. 16235, ¥ Rufh, vol, i, ps 190,

z Parl, Hift, vol, vi. p, 390,
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€ H A P. but a pretence for their refufal, inflamed them againft the
L

\/\'f‘v court and againft the duke of Buckingham.

10

3

5

WaEN James deferted the Spanifh alliance, and court-
ed that of France, he had promifed to furnifh Lewis,
who was entirely deftitute of naval force, with one fhij
of war, and feven armed wveflels, hired from the mer-
chants. Thefe the French court had pretended they
would employ againft the Genoefe, who, being firm and
ufeful allies to the Spanifh monarchy, were naturally
regarded witl( an evil eye, both by the king of France
and of England. When thefe veffels, by Charles’s or-
ders, arrived at Diepe, there arofe a ftrong fufpicion,
that they were to ferve againft Rochelle.” The failors
were inflamed. That race of men, who are at prefent
both carele(s and ignorant in all matters of religion, were
at that time only ignorant. They drew up a remon-
ftrance to Pennington, their commander ; and figning all
their names in a circle, left he fhould difcover the ring-
leaders, they laid it under his prayer-book.  Pennington
declared, that he would rather be hanged in England for
difobedience, than fight acainft his brother proteftants in
France. The whole fquadron failed immediately to the
Downs. There they received new orders from Bucking-
ham, lord admiral, to return to Diepe. As the duke
knew, that authority alone would not fuffice, he em-
ployed much art and many fubtilties to engage them to
obedience ; and a rumour, which was {pread, that peace
had been concluded between the French king and the
hugonots, affifted him in his purpofe. "Whed they ar-
rived at Diepe, they found that they had been deceived.
S% Ferdinando Gorges, who commanded one of the
veflels, broke thro’y and returned to England. All the
officers and failors of all the other fhips, notwithftanding
great offers made them by the French, immediately
deferted. One gunner alone preferred duty towards his

5 king

sy HFV,
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for the proteftant religion ; nor was tl
ter guided by reafon and found policy. ‘1t was not con-
fidered, that it was highly probable the king and the duke

by the a es of
)

themfelves had ‘non‘:

France, nor had they tention

Hugonots ; that, were

meafures be juftified by the mo

ceiveéd maxims of civil policy ;
were really fo exorbitant as the commeonsim
French monarch was the only prince that- c

its progrefs, and prcfcrvc the bal

his power was at prefent fettered by the qur;;m:,s, who,
being poflefled of many privileges and even of fortifie
towns, formed an empire within- his empire, and kept

him in perpetual jealoufy and inquietude ; that an infur~
rection had been at that time, wantonly and volun-
tarily," formed by their leaders, who, being difgufted in

fome court-intrigue, took advantage c

pretence of relizion, in order 'to coy
that the Dutch, influenced by thefe

a fquadron of twenty fhips to ’wis the
p]oved againft the of Rot

Span 1(‘1 monarch, fen

ce; and ' that
all princes had ever facrificed to reafons of ftate the in-

i ARERER ARG LY e o < 1 ~
tere(t of their xcl‘::‘v!: in foreign countries. All thefe

vol, & p. 175, 176, &c, 325, 326, &c.
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tous laws was all he intended; and his ements © H A Py
with France, notwithftanding that their re Xec

tion had never been propofed or expefled, required of

e indulgence. But fo unfortunate was this

him {

oo

p;'ln»: >, that no n‘:ﬁciuve embraced during his whole

tended with more unha

as eve

e ag_.tnﬂ‘ popery was a fure charate-

>

of puritanifm. The houfe of commons difcovered
other infallible fymptoms of the prevalence of that pa t},n
'I‘hcv putitioncd the king for replacing fuch able clergy
as had been filenced for want of conformity to the cere~

e B 3 1 -
monies . T'hey D.HO enacted laws for the ftrict OU{C!'VZ!TCC

of Sunday, which the Puritans a

bath, and which they fan&

iied with the n

choly indolence &, It is to be remarked, that the diffe-

tival were at that time known

ymbols of the different parties,

: king, finding that the' parliament was refolved to

grant him no fupply, and would furnith him with ne-

2
ita

tions of duty®, or difagreeable

J

¢ stv prote
/L} prote

of grievances ; took :?.d\:’n‘.a*“ of the 'har;z:

Journ, 21 June, 162 §;

e war in which
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CHAP T'he advantace zumt,d by this expedient was a
L, s

Caatiiands

vhich it occafioned.

ly, and by other expe-

hough with difficulty, enabled to equip
great and fmall ;

oo men. Sir Ed-
{count ‘Wimbleton, was

Oc&tober 1.

his flect.

ed
‘(1

1dce!

e- entrufted with the ¢

ymat {e failed immediately for
and found the bay full of Spanifh thips of great

value. He either negleted to attack thefe fhips, or

1

. ¢ ( : S
1t J"‘!Z"‘L'\Cu'kl’-)lli‘%'\'. 1ne Z‘x!‘!ﬂy was l”hld(.(

and 2 fort taken :  But the undifciplined i foldsersy ﬁnd—

tore of wine, could not be reftrained from -the ut-

moft excefles. - Farther ftay appearing fruitlefs, they
b Y

a1

were re- imbarkcd ; ‘and the fleet put to fea with an inten-

tion of ‘intercepting the Spanifh galleons.. But the plague

havifigdsized the feamen and foldiers, they were obliged
Kosimbe O Ib:‘ziai(; i1l hopes of this prize, and return to Eng-

lwm L()uu complaints were m: ade ¢ munﬁ the court for
nuhﬂmfr fo important a command to a man like Cecil,

wh?):'n.‘ though he poflefled great experience, the })LOP £

judging by the event, efteemed of flender capacity !

ed of fo rich a prize, was ob-
e to a parliament. Though

-es diminifhed his authority,

nly the imprudence of the
«::1@‘::.1& of his neceffities ren-
and more expofed to the en-
s he was refolved to try
and conftitutional expedient for

Second par

ittle political art, which at that
Hament, " 1 o rd n

time he pra&ifed, was much trufted to. He had named
leaders, fheriffs of counties; Sir Edward

p. 192,  Parl, Hift. vol, vi. p. 407. 1 Feanklyn,

Rufhworth; vols i.p. 190,
Coke,

-y

Udid
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Coke, Sir Robert Philips, Sir Thomas Wentworth, and

ition nad

Sir Francis Seymour; and,
been formerly much contefted ®, he thought that he had
by that means incapacitated them for being elected mem-

bers., But his intention, being fo evident, rather put

the commons more upon their guard, Enow of patriots

ftill remained to keep up the ill humour of the houfe ;
and men needed but little inftru&tion or rhetoric to recom-
mend to them

portance and confideration. The weaknefs of the court

which encreafed their own im-

alfo could not more evidently appear, than by its being
reduced to ufe fo 1ine mwmwl an expedient, in order to

obtain an influence over the commons,

THE vic

S, 1".1@1‘@‘11)1‘(‘, of the laft parliament were im-
mediately adopted ; as the fame men had been every-

where eleéted, and no tiznv had intervened fince their

meeting. thn the king laid before the houfe his necei-

fities, and afked for fupply, they immediately voted him

three ﬁ:bﬁdics and three fift

nths ; and though they

afterwards added one fubfidy more, the fum was little

propor uuncd to the greatnefs of the occafion, and ill fit-

i8S

ted to promote thofe views of fuccefs and glory, for
which the young prince, in his firft enterprize, fo ar-

flance was not the moft

3 circum
1+
|

{uppl; s only voted by the

cominons. - of that v to a law was re-~

ferved till th A cendition was there
with their fove-
reign. Under colour of redrefling grievances, which,

during this fhort rei

by made, in a very undif

n, could not be very numerous ;

they were to proceed in regulating and controuling every

m It is always an exprefs claufe ia the writ of fummons, that no fheriff

fhall be chofen; but the contrary praflice had often prevailed, . D’Ewes,
P« 38. Vet flill great doubts were entertzined on this head, See Journ.

ch, 1626,

n Journ. 27 Mar

P 2
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he muit not'ex
Great dif
of treatment,which
¢, But hisu

nd he waited with

wWas expre
Was expre

¢

he deem

turn them-

e o formerly obnoxious to the
AME ey by the {ymptoms
red b temper and pru-

ndant, which he

1t attacks he

¢+ 1

ortunity would

13

r credit and

he defpaired

ining

from parli-

od opinion

y
he faw, and

NC idWs
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refolved for the future to truft for
tection.

WHEN the par

ftretch of preroga

is cuftomary, ﬂ‘-:\f 1d

bleman ‘pt“ll”l tc
craved their pood offic ek for obtaining what

was his due as a peer His writ was fent

he lord keeper,

a—

1im ; but accompay

1itry, comms andin to ab-

U»?

fent himfelf Briftol con-

o proceed im

L2l s Fopros i TS i
PHrittol took Nis 1cat.

N 954008
Vigol ur, wiicn

acy, Charles or

- WY
4 DY \h./
peached Buckingham of high
treafon. r"v.)‘_?‘. the earl’s defence of hzm;elf and accufa-

* 3 and together with fome origi-
contain the fulleft and moft au-
thentic account of all the negotiations with the houfe of
Auftria.. From the whole, the great <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>